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"  Old  Angler."— Some  Notes  on  the  Chub, 
38  ;  Some  Notes   on  Barbel,  72,  92  ; 
Some  Notes  on  the  Perch,  302  ;  Some 
Mistakes,  382 ;    Food,  Scent,  Ground 
Bait,  Temperature,  &c.,  425 
"  Old  Exhibitor." — A  Few  Eemarks  on 

Trade  Exhibitions,  18« 
"  Old  Hand."— Concerning  Chub,  207 
On  Going  a-Fishing,  40 
On  the  Surface,  494 
One  Sad  Exception,  the,  371 
Onny,  the,  341 

"  Otter." — Curiosities  of  Angling,  160 
Otter  Traps,  &c.,  160 
Otters,  33 

"  Our  Trout  Stream,"  54 
Overscaig,  Eeview  of  Past  Season  at,  217 
'•  Oyster." — Trout  Fishing  in  Finisterre, 
422 

Oysters,  Australian,  73 

"  P.  H."— The  Freah-water  Mussel,  340 

Paris  Exhibition,  1900,  the,  445 

Paris  Exhibition — AUcook's  Exhibit,  15, 

267,  283  ;  Kedditch  Joint  Exhibit,  268 
Patents,  New  Piscatorial.  14,  104.  180, 

217,239,259,311,331,  358,  371,  392, 

438,  478 
Patience,  an  Angler's,  444 
Patshull  Pool,  an  Autumn  Day  at,  3 
Patterson,  C.  S. — The  Close  Season,  283 
Payton,  C.  A. — Sunny  Days  in  Southern 

Norway,  402,  419,  442  ;  That  Boy  with 

Stick  and  String,  441 
Pcarsall,    W.  E.  —  Trout    Fishing  on 

Windermere,  380 
Perch,  Some  Notes  on  the,  302 
Perch,  a  Story  of  Two,  37 
Pheasant  Tail." — An  Angler's  Patience, 

444 

Pike,  a  Good  Day  with  the,  286 

Pike  Eggs,  Vermont,  455 

Piko,  My  37Jlb.  English  Killed,  54 

Pike,  Westward  Ho  I  for,  74 

Pike-Perch  and  Black  Bass  in  Germany, 

14   -  ,  . 

Piscatorial  Society,  Annual  Dinner,  204 


Pisciculture,  Up-to-Date,  95 
Piscine  Idiosyncrasy,  a,  108 
Pleasures  of  Angling,  the,  451 
Plummer,  J.,  Australian  Inland  Rivers, 
295 

Plummer,  F.,  Australian  Oysters,  73 
Poetry  : 

Boer  Impertinence,  117 
Life's  Stream,  11 
Ode  to  the  Dove,  402 
Poisoning  of  Fish  by  Eefuse,  &c.,  105 
Poor  Waters,  How  to  Enrich,  123 
Preparations  for  the  Coming  Season,  51 
Prize  Competitions,  57 
Provincial  Notes,  weekly 

"  Q.  E.  D.'  — '•  The  May  Fly  is  Up  1  "  441 
Queer  FLshes,  153 

"  Quill  Gnat." — Compensations,  300 

Eainbow  Trout,  Eapid  Growth  of,  15 
Rainbow  Trout's  Pedigree,  88 
Rainbows  in  Scotch  Lochs,  359 
Rat  Killing  Yearling  Trout,  322 
Reading  and  District  Angling  Association, 
122,  262 

Eeports  From  Rivers,  Lochs,  &c.,  7,  22, 
41,  58,  77,  95,  112,  130,  148,  167,  189, 
211,  234,  254,  274,  289,  307,  326,  346, 
366,  386,  405,  426,  446,  465,  485 
Eeviews  and  Notices  of  Books  : — 

Bund.  —  A   Handy   Book  of  Fishery 

Management,  2 
Cassell's  "  The  Life  and  Times  of  Queen 

Victoria, '  382 
Cassell's  "  The  Queen's  Empire,"  364 
Fitzpatrick. — Transvaal  From  Within, 
214 

Foster,  E.  Adams. — "  Thankful  Tommy," 
365 

Greener. — Sharpshooting  for  Sport  and 
War,  181 

Homeland  Handbook  for  Dulverton  and 

District,  461 
Kent's  Pocket  Pishing  Eegiater,  268 
Maxwell,  Sir  Herbert. — The  Chevalier  of 

the  Splendid  Crest,  459 
"  Red  Palmer." — A  Practical  Treatise 

on  Fly  Fishing,  4 
Simpson. — The  Jonah  Legend,  7 
"  Times  "  History  of  the  War  in  South 
Africa,  479 
Eibblc  Conservancy  Board,  176 
Ribble,  the  Fishery  Board  Report,  147 
Richmond  Angling  Club,  354 
River  Pollution  Inquiry  at  Dumfries,  234 
Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Bill,  322 
Roach,  the,  460 
Roach,  Vagaries  of  the,  126 
"  Rodwell  Hookham." — Something  Like  a 
Salmon  Story,   39  ;    More  Surprising 
Salmon  Stories,  314 
Rolt,  H.  A. — Vagaries  of  the  Roach,  126 
Rubber  Boots,  to  Dry,  25 
Rubber  Oysters  Saved  Him,  117 
"  Rugde." — Salmon  Hatching  in  Norway, 
226  ;  Fish  Passes  in  Norway,  361  ;  An 
Evening's  Sport  in  the  Far  North,  382  : 
Carp  ill  East  Prussia,  420  ;  The  New 
Norwegian  Game  Law,  465 
St.  Helen's  Angling  Association,  132 
St.  Ives  and  District  Angling  Society,  273  ; 

Annual  Dinner,  306 
Salmon,  Attempts  to  Increase  by  Stocking 

Artificially,  105 
Salmon  Anglers'  Memoranda,  379,  401 
Salmon  and  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Act 

1861-1892,  206 
Salmon  Becoming  Extinct  in  Yorkshire 

Rivers,  176 
Salmon  Fisheries,  Our,  147 
Salmon  Hatching  in  Norway,  226  ;  in  the 
North,  364  :  on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland, 
391  ;  on  the  Solway  Eden,  135 
Salmon  Legislation,  379,  425 
Salmon  Problem,  the,  319 
Salmon,  Royal  Commission  on,  253 
Salmon  Season,  the,  1899,  1 
Salmon  Stories,  More  Surprising,  314 
Salmon  Story,  Something  Like  a,  39 
San  Francisco  Fly  Casting  Club,  206,  286, 
431 

Sandow's  Special  Grip  Dumb-bell,  380 
Scotch  Salmon  Angling  Season,  the,  53 
"  Scribbler."      A   Red   Letter   Day  at 

Southwick,  108 
Sea  Fish,  Alarming  Decrease  of,  289 
Sea  Fish  Hatchery  at  Nigg,  434 
Sea  Fisheries  Bill,  253 
Sea  Fishing  from  Pi«rs,-433 
Season  up  to  Date,  the,  284 


Severn,  Angling  Eights  in  the,  41 

Severn  as  a  Fishing  Stream,  331 

Severn  Fishery  Board,  75 ;  and  Birming> 

ham  Anglers,  76 
Shad  Culture  in  America,  181 
Shannon  Electric  Water  Scheme,  135 
Shannon  Salmon  Fisheries,  the,  29 
Sharks  on  the  English  Coast  in  1847, 

99 

"  Shocking  Hi.story,  A,"  144 

Smolt  Tribute  to  the  Coalfish,  the,  464 

"  Snowed  Off,"  105 

Society  of  Experimental  Fish  Culture.  7, 

15,  16,  70,  144,  185,  250,  286,  322 
Solway  Fishery  Company,  the,  128 
Some  Account  of  a  Memorable  Fishing 

Match,  18 
Southwick,  a  Red-Letter  Day  at,  108 
Specimen  Fish  Recently  Caught,  228 
"  Spider  Silk  "—Possibly  Spider  Gut  ?  159 
Sponge  Industry,  the,  199 
Spring  Flies  for  Scotch  Streams,  381 
Spring  Salmon  Angler,  the,  69 
Spring  Season  in  the  North,  the,  160 
Spring  Trouting  in  the  North,  127 
Steel  Trout  Rod,  the,  207 
Stocking  a  Pond  with  Trout,  485 
Stocking  and  Re-stocking  Salmon  Eivers 

(see  first  Occasional  Note),  322 
Story,  a  Fish  Hook,  495 
"  Straw  Hat." — A  Story  of  Two  Perch, 
37  ;   Westward  Ho !  for  Pike,  74  ;  A 
Good  Day  with  the  Pike,  286 
Strichen,  G. — Salmon  Anglers'  Memoranda, 

379,  401 
Striking,  Few  Hints  on,  161 
Sturgeon,  Story  of  a  Thames,  58 
Sundial  Angling  Society,  41 1 
Sussex  Ouse,  Fish  Dying  in,  459 
Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  176 
Sutton's  Angling  Association,  11 
Swans,  Removal  of,  243,  286 

Table  of  Times  of  High  Water,  215 
Tackle,  Artificial  Baits,  &c.,  5,  33,  182, 

208,  268,  269,  340,  344,  345,  359,  439, 

459 

Tale,  an  Early  Fish,  76 
Tarpon  Fishing  at  Aranas  Pass,  431 
Tasmanian  Anglers'  Association,  70 
Taw,  Trout  Fishing  in  the,  106 
Tay,  the,  88 

Tay  Salmon  Fishing  Proprietors,  135 
Taylor,  C.  H.,Wroxham  Broad  andColtiS' 

hall  on  the  Bure,  109,  128 
Taylor,  J.  Paul,  The  Darenth  in  Winter,  2  ; 
.  Blackmore's  Trout  Fishers,  73  ;  A  Full 

Darenth,    227 ;    Among   Fair  Devon 

Fish,  422 
Teignmouth,  Fishing  near,  455 
Terrible  Tarn  in  Yorkshire,  a,  35 
Tench,  Some  Notes  on,  166 
Thames    Angling   Preservation  Society, 

217,  242,  454  ;  Blue  Book  of,  444 
Thames  as  a  Salmon  River,  the,  203 
Thames  Ditton,  Reminiscences  of,  206 
Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws,  454 
Thames  Professionals,  56 
Thames     Restockinsr    Association,  295, 

354,  391,  433 
Thames-side  Haunt,  a  Picturesque.  74 
Thames  Swans,  the,  29 
Thames  Weirs,  Permit  to  Fish  the,  286 
"  That  Hat  '  see  Occasional  Notes,  459 
That  Old  General,  71 
Three  Rough  Experiences,  1 
Thudichum,  G.    The  Thames  as  a  Salmon 

River,  203 

Tobacco  Fund  for  our  Wounded  Soldiers, 
5,  21,  39,  57,  79,  93,  113.  129.  141,  167, 
189,  211,  233,  253,  273.  325,  349,  369, 
429,  449,  469,  485  (Occasional Notes) 

Trade  Exhibitions,  a  Few  Remarks  on, 
188 

Transportation  of  Live  Trout,  208 

■'  Triangle,"  a  Piscine  Idiosyncrasy,  108 

Trout  Spawning,  the  Trout  on  a  Trout 

,Farm,  285 
Trout,  Stocking  the  Thames  with,  243 
Trout  Fishing  in  Finisterre,  422 
Trout  Fishing  in  the  Taw,  Mid  Devon, 

106 

Trout  with  an  Extra  Fin,  15 
Trouting  Season  in  the  North,  the,  299 
Turner's  Special  Pike  Humane  Live  Snap 

Tackle,  146 
Tweed  Salmon,   How  the  Lord  Mayor 

dealt  with  Unseasonable,  in  1820,  45 
Twentieth  Century  Pike  Spinning,  198 
Twickenham   Piscatorial  Society,  First 

Annual  Dinner,  306 
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U  1  Commission.  Founder  of,  262 

Annual  Eeport  of  the,  33,  88 
'  e,  '  Fisbing  when  on  Active  Ser- 

&c..  Ill 
Liii,-  ful  Fishing,  495 

Vagaeies  of  the  Roach,  126 

'•  Veteran.  ' — Sonic  Stray  Hints  to  Young 
Anglers,  21  ;  A  Picturesqne  Thames- 
side  Haunt,  74  :  Few  Hints  on  Striking, 
161  ;  An  Expert  Angler,  203  ;  A  Jewel  of 
the  Waters,  233  :  On  the  Surface,  494 

W.  A.  B."'— A  Day  on  the  Frome,  304 
'■  W.  F.  B."' — Babblings  of  an  Ancient 
Angler,  288,  305,  322 


Wail,  a,  146 

Walham    Green    and    Chelsea  Angling 

Society.  371 
Walton  at  Trout  Hall,  361 
Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Asaooiation, 

351 

Waterproofs,  Some  Notes  on.  342 

Water  Fleas,  29 

Water  Gardening,  128 

Waterville.  co.  Kerry,  88 

•'Water.  Water  Everywhere,"  126 

Watford  Piseators,  274 

Wheeley,  C.  H.— Fly  Fishing  for  Thames 
Trout,  247  ;  "  Water,  AVater  Every- 
where," 126 


Weimar,  Fishing  at,  65 
Westmeath  Poachers  and  Water  Bailiffs. 
439 

Westward  Ho  !  for  Pike,  74 

Whisky,  a  Doctor  of  Philosophy  on,  181 

Whole    Cane    Spliced    Fly  Rods  with 

Castleoonnell  Action,  87 
••  Wild  Turkey."    My  Day  Among  Florida 

Bass.  460 

Wilson,  Lt.  R.  J.  F.— A  Novel  Evening  s 

Fishing  in  Burma,  250 
Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  33 1 
Windermere,  Trout  Fishing  on,  380 
Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Preservation 

Society,  351 


Wroxham  Broad  and  Coltishall-on-the- 
Bure,  109,  128 

■'  y."— The  Harvest  of  the  Sea,  287 
••  X.  Y.  Z." — Some  Notes  on  Waterproofs, 
342 

Xylonite  or  Celluloid  for  Flv  Making,  252, 
269 

Yarmouth.  Sea  Fishing  .at,  55 
York  Amalgamation  of  Anglers,  273 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board.  119 
Y'orkshirc  Herald  Angling  Club.  1 111 
Youthful  Angler,  a,  441 
Y'ulc  Cake  Paste,  11 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Abingdon  and  District  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, 377 

Address  Wanted,  224 

Altnacealgach,  Fishing  at,  498 

Alyn,  River,  North  Wales,  298 

Ambleve,  Fishing  on  the,  223,  246,  266, 
281,  298,  358 

Angler's  Book,  an,  179 

Angler's  Paradise,  an,  202 :  Wanted,  104 

Anstey,  Death  of  Mr.  G.,  104 

Avon,  the  Salisbury,  477 

Ax  and  Brue,  Fishing  in  the,  398,  417 

Bad  Boll  Fishing,  417 
Bait,  Ants'  Eggs  as  a,  458 
Baits  for  Sea  Fishing,  377,  498 
Baits,  Scarcity  in  Winter,  31 7,  338 
Baits,  Sheep's  AVool  for,  358 
Balance  of  Rods,  the,  498 
Bann,  a  Note  from  the,  358 
Bass  on  at  Whitstable,  478 
Bateman  s.  Dr.,  Queer  Pish,  14 
Berkeley,  Gloucestershire,  202 
Birmingham,  Trout   Fishing  near,  358, 
378 

Black  Bass,  223 

Blue  Shark  on  a  Light  Cane  Rod,  a,  202 
Blue  Upright,  86,  122,  139,  158 
Brighton  and  Shoreham,  Sea  Fishing  at, 

122,  139 
Brittany,  Fishing  in,  246,  398 
Brougham,  the  late  Mr.  W.  H.,  86 
Backland  Museum,  the,  86,  122 
Built  Rods  of  Mixed  Cane  and  Green- 
heart,  317 
B  ax  ton.  Trout  Fishing  near,  337 

Cardiff,  New  Fishing  Tackle  Business 
in,  223 

Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society,  68 
Celluloid  for  Flies,  397 
Channel  Islands,  Fi.shing  at  the.  122,  139 
Chub  Feed  in  Winter,  Will,  86 
Close  Season,  the,  357 
Cluny  Castle — A  Correction,  358 
Coins  ia  the  Thames,  498 
Colchester,  Fishing  near,  377 
Colouring  Brass  Keels  and  Ferrules,  478 
Cong,  Ireland,  Fishing  at,  318,338, 458, 478 
CV|net,  28.  6d.  to  Fish  Twelve  Miles  of 
the,  202 

Correction,  a,  104,  223,  397,  457 
Carious  Fishing  Incidents,  282,  418 

"  Dapping  "  Bods,  122,  139,  202 

Dart  Troutlets,  Raising  the   Price  of 

Tickets  to  Catch  Baby,  223,  246,  2C(l, 

281 

Dee,  the,  Corwen,  202 
Derwentwater,  Flies  from,  318 
Devonshire,  Fishing  in,  224,  246 
Don'ts,  some  Angling,  418 
Dye  Waterproof  Waders,  to,  140 

EiL  Query,  an,  378 

Eels,  "  He  was  Very  Pond  of  Eols/"  122" 

Erne,  the  Weir  at  Cliff  on  the,  478' 

Eyed   Doublrj   Hook    with   Safety   Pin  i 

Attachment,  398 
Eyed  Flies,  A.C.,  282,  298,  318,  338s  ^Wft 
Eyed  Ply  v.  Ply  on  Gut,  122 


Feathers,  to  get  Grease  out  of,  338,  358 
Field,  the  late  Mr.  G.  H.,  282 
Fish  and  their  Enemies,  49,  68,  139,  438, 
457 

Fish  as  a  Pish  Food,  224,  415,  477,  497 
Fly  Box,  an  Airtight,  378,  358 
Folkestone,  Fresh-water  Fishing  near,  478 
Foster's  "  Acme  '   Reel  Line  for  Fly 

Fishing,  104 
Foxford,  CO.  Mayo,  Fishing  at,  438 
Free  Fishing  and  the  Like,  397,  418,  458 
Free  Trout  Pishing  in  Scotland,  318,  357, 

378,  397 

Fresh-water  Shrimp  and  Trout  Ova,  68, 
139 

Gal  WAY,  a  Note  'from,  478 

Gentles,  to  obtain,  438  :  to  preserve,  418 

Germany,  Fishing  in,  358 

Gold  or  Silver  Bream,  140 

Grating  Across  a  Stream,  68,  417,  498 

Gulls  and  Salmon,  &c..  Ova,  49,  68 

Gut,  246  ;  and  Glycerine,  158 

Gut,  How  to  Dye  Gut  Smoky  Blue,  104, 282 

Heron,  Extraordinary  Death  of  a,  158, 
179 

Herrings  and  Grey  Mullet,  139 

Herrings  at  Plymouth  and  Calais,  104, 

122,  139 
Holiday  Quarters,  397 
Horseflesh,  Feeding  Trout  on,  397 
Hoylake,  Fishing  at,  338,  358 

Immature  Sea  Pish,  223 

Indiarubber,  Pure,  282 

Ingleton  (Yorks.),  Angling  at,  318 

Ireland,  Dry  Ply  in,  266,  357 

Ireland,  Rambles  in,  158 

Ireland,  Sea  Trout  Fishing  in  April  and 

May,  266,  318,  338;  Wanted,  358 
Irish  Lake  Trout  and  Their  Enemies,  378, 

398 

Irish  Pike,  Large,  378 

Irish  Pike  Fishing  Query,  417 

Isle  of  Man,  Sea  Pishing  off  the,  377 

Islo  of  Wight,  Pishing  in  the,  122,  417 

Jenkins,  Henry,  the  Angler,  Did  Live  to 
be  169  Years  Old,  202 

Kir.LAKNEY  Lakes.  438,  458 
Knot,  &c.,  for  Eyed  Plies,  282,  298,  318, 
338,  358 

Lake  Trout,  Pine,  418 
Leather  Kneo  Boots,  68 
Lies  and  Things,  180 
Liverpool,  Sea  Pishing  Wanted  Near,  318, 
357 

Loch  Aw(!,  Pike  Fishing,  &c.,  417,  457 
Loch  Garry,  Trout  Pishing  in,  318,  357, 

438,  458 
Loch  Rannoch,  Perthshire,  357 
London,  Pishing  Near,  498 
Lough  Mask,  Pisliing  Quarters  on,  418 
Lowestoft,  Fishing  at,  14 
Luxembourg,  Fishing  in,  418 

Manchehtek,  Fishing  Wanted  Within  100 
Miles  of,  478 


May  Flies  on  the  Pang,  398 
Merac,  498 

Mexico,  a  Note  from,  68 
Minced  Sea  Pish  as  Pood  for  Trout,  202 
Minnow  Traps,  Glass,  477,  498 
Mitcham  Angling  Association,  Address 

Wanted,  298 
Monikie,  Photo  of  Catch  on,  358,  398 

Natural  Flies.  139,  158 

Nets,  Small  Meshed,  Wanted,  358 

Ocean  Pishing,  223 
Old  Angling  Book,  an,  86,  104 
Otter  Caught  in  Dove  Dale,  an,  49 
Otter,  the,  Budleigh  Salterton,  68,  86 
Out  West,  32,  49 

Paradise  Revisited,  a  Fisherman's,  318, 
358 

Penmaenmawr,  Pishing  at,  397 
Pennell  Eyed  Hooks,  Faulty,  338,  358 
Petworth,  Fishing  at,  50 
Pike,  531b.  Irish,  338,  357,  377,  378,  397 
Pike  Pishing  in  Ireland,  April,  378,  397, 
398,417 

Pike,  the  Number  of  Eggs  in,  378 
Pike-Perch,  32 

Pollution  in  the  Severn,  398,  417 
Pollution  on  the  Wandle,  337 
Preserving  Minnows  and  Small  Baits,  438 
Prise  Pishing,  86 

Quarters,  Fishing,  223,  246,  266,  158, 

179,  202,  397,  417 
Queries,  Answering  Angling,  458 
Queries  and  Notes,  Some,  317 
Query  or  Two  for  "  Special  Scotch,"  a, 

458,  478 

Railway  Charges  for  Carriage  of  Fish, 
14 

Rainbow  Trout,  Extraordinary  Growth  of, 
246 

Rainbow  Trout  and  other  Things,  223 

Rainbow  Trout  in  Tidal  Waters,  497 

Rainbows,  Precocious,  457 

Rainbows  in  the  Wyre,  457 

Razor  Bill  for  Bait,  498 

Red  Snake  Fish,  the,  104 

Reservoirs  to  Let,  397 

River  Weeds,  Collection  of,  378 

Roach,  a  Fine  Brace,  and  a  Good  Word  for 

the  F.O.,  140 
Rolfs,  Mr.,  Queer  Pish,  179 
Rudgwick,  Sussex,  Fishing  at,  417,  477 

Salmon,  the  Pood  of,  14  ;  Growth  of,  477 

Salmon,  that  Thames,  438 

Salmon  Disease,  201 

Salmon  Fi.shing  Wanted  in  Wales,  104 

Salmon  Lures,  32 

Salmon  Problems,  North  American,  338 
Salmon  Stories,  More  Surprising,  477 
Salmon  and  Sea  Trout,  157 
Sand  Eels,  438 
Sarccllo  Ply,  the,  337 

Scotland,  Pine  Free   Trout  Fishing  in, 

318,  S57,  378,  397 
Sea  Pish,  Alarming  Decrease  of,  318 
Sea  Fishing  Convert,  a,  50 


Sea  Pishing  in  August.  418,  458 
Sea  Fishing  in  June,  418 
Sea  Pishing  Wanted,  498 
Sea  Gulls  Killing  Pish  in  the  Tliames, 
140 

Sea  Trout  Pishing  Wanted,  498  . 

Selkirk,  Fishing  Near,  417 

Severn,   the,  and  the  Chairman  of  its 
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THE  BREEDING  OF  EELS. 


"  It  has  been  held  by  naturalists  that  eels  never 
breed  in  fresh  water,  but  go  out  to  sea  for  the 
purpose.  No  one,  it  has  been  said,  had  ever  seen 
eels  spawn.  That  eels  do  sometimes  spawn  in 
fresh  water  is  proved  by  a  case  reported  by  the 
Southland  Times,  of  Thursday :  Mr.  W.  J. 
Hamill,  of  Folly  Farm,  Gorge-road,  informed  us, 
some  time  ago,  that  his  children  had  noticed  a 
peculiar  white  deposit  upon  the  branches  of  scrub, 
a  few  inches  under  the  surface  of  the  water  of  a 
lagoon  near  his  house.  They  observed  it  spread- 
ing from  day  to  day,  and  told  their  parents  about 
it.  The  young  folks,  however,  became  greatly 
interested  in  the  matter,  and  watched  the  place 
in  hopes  of  discovering  the  cause.  Their  scientific 
ardour  was  very  soon  rewarded,  for  they  saw  the 
eel,  or  eels,  quite  plainly  gliding  about  among  the 
twigs,  the  deposit  being  left  thereon  as  the  fish 
passed  slowly  over.  The  children  took  great 
interest  in  observing  the  operation,  and  might 
almost  be  said  to  have  established  friendly  rela- 
tions •with  the  eels  of  the  lagoon,  and  could  tell 
the  males  aad  females  whenever  they  saw  them  in 


the  water.  Mr.  Hamill  brought  a  glass  jar  to 
this  office  on  Tuesday,  containing  a  quantity  of 
the  ova  stripped  off  the  branches.  The  semi- 
transparent,  glutinous  mass  had  partly  hatched 
©ut,  as  hundreds  of  tiny  creatures  like  a  morsel  of 
very  fine  thread,  were  to  be  seen  wriggling  about 
all  through  it.  In  a  phial  Mr  Hamill  had  a  few 
of  the  fry  in  a  more  advanced  stage  of  develop- 
ment. These  were  about  2in.  long,  and  as  thick 
as  a  good  strong  darning  needle.  They  had  got 
quite  clear  of  the  matter,  and  sought  the  sand  at 
the  bottom  of  the  vessel  for  shelter  when  disturbed. 
It  was  intended  by  a  gentleman  in  town  to  send 
the  specimens  to  a  scientific  friend  in  Dunedin, 
but  the  warmth  of  the  last  few  days  was  fatal  to 
this  object,  as  on  Wednesday  the  contents  of  the 
jar  had  commenced  to  decompose,  and  only  a  few 
of  the  little  threads  still  visible  showed  signs  of 
life  at  all.  Another  effort  under  more  expeditious 
arrangements  -will  be  made  to  secure  specimens 
for  investigation.  The  occupants  of  the  phial 
were  liberated  into  a  soup  plate  with  a  little  sand 
and  plenty  of  fresh  water,  and  are  still  as  lively  as 
eels." 

[A  correspondent  kindly  sends  us  this  account 
from  a  New  Zealand  paper — The  Southland  Times 
of  Nov.  16,  1899.  The  observation  is  interesting 
but  not  conclusive,  as  parasitic  worms  have  often 
been  mistaken  for  young  eels.  Still,  we  do  not 
regard  the  eel  generation  question  as  by  any 
means  settled  yet. — Ed.  F.  G.] 


THE  SALMON  SEASON,  1899. 


A  PEEUSAL  of  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell's  article, 
published  in  the  Times  of  Dec.  28, 1899,  shows  only 
too  clearly  that  there  has  been  good  cause  for  the 
discouraging  reports  which  from  time  to  time 
have  come  to  hand  concerning  the  poor  quality  of 
the  sport  that  has  obtained  during  the  past 
salmon  fishing  season.  From  England,  Scotland, 
Wales,  and  Ireland,  almost  -without  exception,  the 
cry  is  the  same — the  season  has  been  "  the 
worst,"  or  nearly  "the  worst  on  record."  The 
only  ray  of  hope  for  a  better  state  of  things  in  the 
near  future  comes  from  one  or  two  rivers  in  the 
north  of  England,  of  which  it  is  reported  that 
grilse  have  appeared  in  larger  numbers  than 
usual,  or  that  the  grilse  fishing  has  been  fair. 

If  an  inquiry  were  held  into  the  different  causes 
which  have  produced  this  wholesale  failure,  we 
should  probably  find  that  in  some  instances  the 
condition  of  the  water,  which  may  be  called  a 
natural  cause,  has  contributed  not  a  little ;  but 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  pollution  and  over- 
netting,  either  one  or  the  other,  or  both  together, 
are  responsible  for  most  of  the  mischief,  and 
these  are  unnatural  causes  in  the  sense  that 
Nature  cannot  be  blamed  for  them.  The  Spey,  in 
particular,  may  be  quoted  as  an  instance  of  this 
foolish  "  grab  all  lose  all "  policy  of  over- 
netting.  "  Fishing  on  the  Spey,'  writes  a 
correspondent,  "has  been  worse  than  ever 
it  was."  And  again,  "  Unless  this  movement 
(the  rivers  pollution  prevention)  is  supplemented 
by  the  adoption  of  a  more  judicious  system  of 
netting,  little  substantial  good  can,  I  fear,  be 
looked  for  in  respect  of  the  Spey  salmon 
fisheries."  The  pollution  of  the  waters  of  the 
Spey,  and  of  the  Don  too,  has  been  a  grievance  of 
long  standing,  but  they  are  not  the  only  rivers 
which  are  suffering  from  this  evil.  A  corre- 
spondent from  Yorkshire  writes :  "  The  extinction 
of  the  salmon  industry  has  been  caused  by  the 
terrible  pollution  of  the  Ouse  and  Calder,  coupled 
with  the  succession  of  dry  summers."  An  occa- 
sional bad  season  arising  from  natural  causes  is 
only  to  be  expected,  but  where  the  causes  are 
proved  to  be  unnatural,  and  not  beyond  human 
control,  it  is  time  that  some  steps  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  their  recurrence.  The  Rivers  Pollution 
Prevention  Bill,  introduced  into  Parliament  during 
the  first  session  of  last  year,  was  one  move  in  the 
right  direction,  but  unfortunately  it  fell  through, 
and  even  its  provisions  were  only  intended  to 
apply  to  England.  However,  there  is  some  hope 
that  the  pollution  question  may  be  dealt  with  in 
the  near  future,  but  the  evil  of  overnetting  is,  for 
the  present  at  any  rate,  apparently  one  of  those 
things  with  which  legislation  cannot  deal ;  it 
is  rather  a  matter  which  must  be  attended 
to  by  the  owners  of  the  different  fisheries. 
Crossing    the    North   Sea,  we  find    that  the 


salmon  fishing  in  Norway  has  been  none 
too  good  this  year,  but  in  that  country 
the  dry  summer  was  the  chief  cause  of  the  poor- 
ness of  the  sport.  There  were,  however,  some 
exceptions.  Some  of  the  rivers  in  the  very  far 
north,  such  as  the  Tana  and  the  Alten,  fished 
very  well — in  fact,  quite  up  to  their  old  form — 
and  there  was  a  big  run  of  grilse.  The  grilse 
fishing  throughout  Norway  was  fair.  But  in  the 
middle  and  south  such  good  fortune  did  not 
attend  the  efforts  of  salmon  fishermen.  After  a 
very  late  and  severe  winter,  the  like  of  which  has 
not  been  seen  for  many  years,  the  ice  suddenly 
broke  up,  and  for  the  first  six  weeks  of  the 
summer,  from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  end  of 
July,  not  a  drop  of  rain  fell.  But  when  it  did 
come,  early  in  August,  the  unfortunate  fishermen 
in  the  district  north  of  Trondhjem  got  more  than 
they  wanted.  A  regular  deluge  set  in,  and  the 
Namsos  rose  so  rapidly  that  the  boom  which 
keeps  the  timber  from  floating  down  the  river 
burst,  and  40,000  logs  were  swept  do^wn  into  the 
fiord. 

One  of  the  most  curious  effects  of  this  severe 
winter  was  that  some  of  the  pack  ice  crossed  the 
GuK  Stream.  A.  H. 


THREE  ROUGH  EXPERIENCES. 
{Contimied  from  page  545.) 

Wk  smoked  in  silence  for  a  time,  and  then  Tom 
struck  in : 

"  Fred's  experience  on  the  Medway,"  he  com- 
menced, "  amply  proves  that  the  ups  and  downs 
of  angling  include  some  rather  tight  corners  at 
times.  Those  sceptics  who  view  our  art  only  in 
the  form  of  a  man  lazily  lolling  on  a  bank  or 
sitting  in  a  boat  watching  until  a  gaudy  float  bobs 
out  of  sight,  and  others  who  seem  to  think  we 
were  sent  into  the  world  to  drink  whisky  and  tell 
lies,  are  only  a  small  section  of  a  large  community 
which  cannot  accept  angling  and  anglers 
seriously,  notwithstanding  the  art  is  becoming 
more  and  more  popular  each  year  over  the  whole 
face  of  the  earth,  more  especially  where  English- 
men are.  Many  a  thrilling  story  has  been  written, 
many  more  could  be,  concerning  angling  trips  into 
out-of-the-way  places  ;  some  of  the  most  thrilling 
experiences  are  never  sent  to  the  press,  but  you 
have  only  to  get  hold  of  an  ardent  angler  who  has 
travelled  a  bit  and  induce  him  to  open  out,  and 
you  are  pretty  sure  to  hear  something  worth 
listening  to.  I  have  no  intention  of  inflicting  a 
dreary  discourse  finishing  with  a  thrilling  ex- 
perience upon  you,  but  I  am  reminded  by  Fred's 
yarn  of  a  rough  experience  I  had  once  on  Lough 
Conn.  I  am  familiar  with  most  of  the  Irish 
lakes — magnificent  sheets  of  water  they  are — 
and  a  storm  on  any  of  the  larger  ones  is  a 
nasty  thing  to  meet  with.  The  upper  part 
of  Corrib  and  the  whole  of  Mask  are  very 
tricky  at  times,  but  chiefly  owing  (in  my 
opinion)  to  the  formation  of  the  surrounding 
country,  the  most  unpleasant  water  to  be  on 
in  a  gale  of  wind  is  Conn ;  indeed,  when  the 
'  white  horses  '  are  out  and  Nephin  wears  his  cap, 
you  are  best  off  in  your  hotel.  I  was  staying  at 
Lough  Conn  Hotel  (Errew  House)  some  years  ago 
(soon  after  Maurice  Fitzgerald  took  it),  and  was 
getting  some  really  good  trout  fishing  day  after 
day,  chiefly  with  the  fly,  although  several  fell  to 
a  trailing  spoon  as  we  shifted  from  one  part  of  the 
lake  to  another.  The  weather  had  been  fair,  and 
promised  to  continue  so  over  my  holiday.  I  had 
heard  a  lot  of  '  Captain '  Jimmy  Madden,  who 
lived  on  Glass  Island,  and  was  supposed  to  be  the 
equal,  if  not  the  superior,  of  Tom  Clarke  as  a 
pioneer  to  the  pike  fishing.  The  '  Captain  '  has 
since  departed  to  the  bourne,  &c.,  and  with  his 
death  the  district  lost  one  of  its  most  original 
characters.  He  impressed  me,  as  no  other  Irish- 
man ever  has,  with  the  idea  that  he  must  have 
walked  straight  out  of  one  of  Charles  Lever's 
novels,  and,  having  met  him,  I  no  longer  doubted 
(if,  indeed,  I  had  ever  done  so)  the  reality  of  those 
hill-side  and  bog-land  characters  so  cleverly  por- 
trayed by  the  talented  author.  Well,  I  told  my 
boatman  to  pull  me  over  to  Glass  Island,  and  was 
fortunate  enough  to  find  the  '  Captain '  at  home. 
Jimmy  was  not  supposed  to  be  able  to  speak 
English,  and  perhaps  he  couldn't;  but  with  the 
help  of  my  boatman  we  got  on  very  well  with  the 
'  interview,'  had  a  good  look  round  the  island 
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and  at  the  cabin,  and  then  started  off  on  the 
pikeing  grounds  in  the  direction  of  Pontoon.  If 
I  remember  rightly,  I  got  a  brace  of  pike,  one 
10-pounder  and  one  9-pounder;  I  know  we  had 
an  enjoyable  few  hours'  fishing,  and  then  decided 
to  make  for  Errew  House.  When  we  reached 
Glass  Island  on  our  return  journey,  my  boatman 
decided  to  put  in  and  consult  with  Jimmy 
Madden,  for  a  strong  wind  had  risen,  and,  as  I 
afterwards  learned,  they  doubted  the  advisability 
of  returning  home  until  the  elements  were 
less  angrily  inclined.  Far  away,  in  the  direction 
of  the  hotel,  the  surface  of  the  lake  was  broken 
into  foam-crested  waves — the  '  white  horses ' 
were  out — an  angry  cloud  hid  the  top  of  Nephin, 
and  matters  generally  looked  threatening.  How- 
ever, after  consulting  the  oracle  (Jimmy),  it  was 
decided  to  make  a  start,  and  that  we  had  a  stiff 
job  in  front  was  amply  proved  by  the  business- 
like preparations.  Tackle  and  luncheon  basket 
were  stowed  snugly  and  securely  (there  was  to  be 
no  trailing  home,  for,  as  the  boatman  said,  '  you'll 
have  plenty  to  occupy  yourself  with,  sorr,  without 
fishing '),  the  two  men  stripped  to  their  shirts, 
I  was  asked  to  sit  tight  in  the  stern,  and  away  we 
went.  -I  shall  never  forget  that  journey  across! 
As  soon  as  we  cleared  away  from  the  shelter  of 
Glass  Island  we  got  the  wind  in  fall  force,  blowing 
from  the  direction  in  which  we  wished  to  go; 
and  it  did  blow,  too !  We  made  headway  slowly 
at  first,  and  then  seemed  to  make  hardly  any  at 
all,  it  appeared  to  me  that  we  should  never  leave 
Glass  Island  behind,  let  alone  get  to  our  destina- 
tion ;  but  the  boatmen  stuck  doggedly  to  the  task, 
and,  putting  an  enormous  amount  of  work  into 
the  long,  heavy  oars,  gradually  drew  away.  In 
our  journey  we  shipped  a  quarter  boatload  of 
water,  notwithstanding  my  continuous  exertions 
at  baling  out.  It  was  a  very  difficult  matter  to 
keep  the  boat's  nose  to  the  wind,  and  had  we 
received  one  of  those  big  wind  waves  broadside 
we  should  have  capsized  to  a  certainty.  Again 
and  again  the  two  careful  boatmen  watched  the 
approach  of  an  extra  big  wave,  and  skilfully  sur- 
mounted it  by  mighty  and  timely  efforts  with  the 
oars ;  but  eveiy  no w  and  then  even  their  great  care 
did  not  avail,  the  boat  hit  the  side  of  some  huge 
wave,  the  crest  of  which  broke  over  us  in  a 
drenching  shower,  necessitating  renewed  work  at 
baling  out,  while  the  boat  fairly  shivered  as  she 
righted  herself.  I  have  been  on  a  rough  sea  in  a 
similar  boat,  but  the  swell  reduces  the  risk  of 
those  smashing  shocks  which  several  times  that 
day  on  Conn  nearly  put  paid  to  my  account  with 
Dame  Nature,  for  to  swim  to  shore  in  that  angry 
water  would  have  been  impossible.  I  was  mightily 
relieved  when  we  shot  into  comparatively  calm 
water  under  the  friendly  shelter  of  Mount  Nephin, 
and  even  my  boatmen,  used  as  they  were  to  a 
rough  day  on  the  lough,  had  to  acknowledge  that 
that  journey  was  an  extra  tough  'un.  It  was  the 
roughest  experience  I  have  had." 

And  then  I  told  them  of  a  rough  experience,  the 
scene  of  which  is  laid  in  the  Nant  Franoon  valley. 
North  Wales,  a  wild  valley  indeed,  through  which 
Hows  the  river  Ogwen,  that,  at  the  time  I  speak 
of,  was  fished  to  death  by  the  quarry  men  of 
Betbesda,  but  which,  I  believe,  is  now  preserved 
by  Lord  Penrhyn,  as  it  well  deserves  to  be,  seeing 
that  it  is  one  of  the  best  trout  streams  in  Wales 
HO  far  as  grand  surroundings  and  variety  of  pool 
and  stream  is  concerned.  I  had  fished  it  for 
several  days  between  Bethesda  and  Llyn  Ogwen, 
meeting  with  but  indifferent  sport,  yet  thoroughly 
enjoying  the  change  and  bracing  air.  To  properly 
underbtand  the  incident  the  reader  must  be  made 
aware  that  the  valley  is  V-shaped.  Two  mighty 
ranges  of  mountains,  including  the  important 
peaks  of  Carnedd  Davydd,  Carnedd  Llewellyn, 
and  the  famous  Glyder,  rear  their  heights 
on  either  bide.  At  the  top  of  the  valley 
the  width  is  quite  three  times  that  at 
the  bottom,  and  when  a  gale  of  wind 
comes  from  the  top  end,  it  can  tje  easily  under- 
stood that  it  increases  enormously  in  power  and 
vel<x;ity  as  it  reaches  the  narrow  bottom  end.  I 
had  to  experience  a  practical  illustration  of  how  it 
can  blow  there  at  times  on  the  occasion  of  the 
visit  refened  to.  I  arranged  one  afternoon  to 
visit  a  friend  in  Bangor,  and  when  I  reached 
Bhthesda  in  the  evening,  on  my  return  journey 
quit«  a  gale  was  blowing;  but  it  was  nothing  to 
the  enormouM  pressure  of  wind  I  experienced  as  I 
made  my  way  up  the  pass  in  the  direction  of  the 
little  farmhouse  at  which  I  was  lodging.  Abso- 


lutely I  had  to  hold  to  the  wall  that  bounded  the 
coach  road,  and  it  was  only  with  difficulty  that  I 
could  get  one  leg  in  front  of  the  other.  Luckily, 
there  was  no  rain,  but  the  wind  alone  cruelly 
stung  my  face  as  I  forced  my  way  forward.  And 
presently  what  might  easily  have  proved  fatal 
to  me  occurred.  On  the  left-hand  side  of  the 
coach  road  the  mountain  side  at  places  rears  its 
height  as  near  to  the  perpendicular  as  the 
gravitation  of  mountains  permit.  I  had  approached 
one  of  these  places,  and,  thank  my  lucky  star  that 
progress  was  slow,  for,  with  a  sullen  roar  and 
loud  sounding  crash,  a  huge  mass  of  "slack" 
came  thundering  down,  completely  blocking  the 
road  within  less  than  40yds.  of  where  I  was  com- 
bating the  gale.  This  necessitated  leaving  the 
coach  road ;  and  as  I  stumbled  over  the  wall,  and 
gradually  skirted  the  mass  of  debris  that  had 
fallen  from  the  mountain  side,  it  occurred  to  my 
mind  that  the  life  of  an  angler  (proper)  in  pursuit 
of  his  sport  was  not  always  a  happy  one.  But  I 
reached  my  lodgings  safely,  and  the  storm  of  wind 
had  stirred  up  Llyn  Ogwen  beautifully,  with  the 
result  that  next  day  I  had  five  brace  of  good  trout 
from  the  lake.  Ibis  Tag. 


THE  DARBNTH  IN  WINTER. 


If  only  this  dear,  familiar  little  river  were 
always  in  the  condition  which  it  showed  on 
Dec.  26,  1899,  then,  indeed,  the  hearts  of  its 
frequenters  would  be  light. 

There  was  no  flood,  but  a  lovely  full  water, 
clean  and  sweet,  fit  for  the  haunt  of  the  daintiest 
fario. 

The  mills  were,  of  course,  closed,  and  over  the 
weirs  came  masses  of  clear,  greenish  water,  mixed 
with  foam  and  spray,  and  every  mill  pool 
appeared  alive  instead  of  dead,  as  in  summer  so 
many  seem. 

One  of  my  objects  in  taking  a  four- miles  walk 
along  the  river  was  to  see  whether  any  spawning 
was  still  going  on.  Apparently  it  was  nearly  all 
over,  only  a  very  few  large  trout  being  seen 
moving.  One  fish,  which  I  noticed  in  particular, 
had  evidently  finished  her  domestic  duties,  and 
seemed  disinclined  to  hurry  out  of  sight.  This 
was  one  of  the  handsome  light-coloured  trout, 
which  rise  so  (comparatively)  freely  in  summer. 
None  of  the  dark,  sulky  fish  were  visible,  though 
I  passed  many  spots  in  which  I  had  seen 
numbers  in  the  summer. 

With  regard  to  the  state  of  the  river  bed,  it 
certainly  seemed  a  little  cleaner  than  usual, 
though  much  mud  is.  of  course,  still  plainly  to  be 
seen — and  some  of  it  certainly  not  natural  mud 
(which  is  only  injurious  to  ova),  but  the  result 
of  continuous  chemical  pollution  by  the  mills. 
This  is  not  bad  enough  as  a  rule  to  kill  the  fish, 
but  it  certainly  prevents  them  from  flourishing  as 
they  would  in  clean  water. 

From  some  conversation  I  had  on  that  morning 
with  a  skilful  angler  who  resides  on  the  river 
bank,  and  rents  a  long  stretch  of  water,  I  fear 
that  prospects  are  not  very  bright  for  the  coming 
season. 

Much  will  depend  on  the  rainfall,  of  course, 
and  much,  also,  on  the  care  and  forbearance  of 
the  millers,  who,  in  many  cases,  are  anxious 
enough  that  the  fish  should  not  be  injured  by 
chemicals,  bat  find  much  difficulty  in  getting  their 
men  to  take  the  little  extra  trouble  that  is 
necessary  to  prevent  disasters. 

Of  the  water  companies  it  is,  I  suppose,  vain  to 
expect  any  mercy ;  and  it  is  very  difficult  to 
obtain  justice,  even  when  their  wells  deplete  the 
sources  of  the  river  in  the  most  outrageous 
manner.  But  provided  we  have  a  fairly  rainy 
season,  their  depredations  are  of  less  importance 
that  the  injuries  we  suffer  at  the  hands  of  the 
millers,  or,  to  put  it  more  fairly,  the  merry  miller's 
men.  J.  Paul  Taylor. 


The  War  in  South  Africa. — The  proprietor 
of  Beecham's  pilla  desires  us  to  state  that  he  will 
be  pleased  to  send  a  gratis  box  of  Beecham's 
pills,  postage  paid,  to  any  individual  soldier  now 
on  active  service  in  South  Africa,  in  whom  any 
of  our  readers  are  interested,  if  they  will  send  to 
St.  Helens  an  addresn  which  will  find  their  absent 
friend  at  the  seat  of  war.  He  adopts  this  course 
having  received  so  many  letters  complaining  that 
Beecham's  pills  cannot  at  present  be  obtained  at 
the  front. 


A  HANDY  BOOK  OF  FISHERY 
MANAGEMENT.* 


Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  the  author  of  this 
very  interesting  and  suggestive  work,  is  so  well 
known  as  an  authority  of  the  highest  standing  on 
all  questions  relating  to  fishery  law,  especially  of 
our  English  and  Welsh  fisheries,  that  we  were 
much  amused  to  find  him  giving  advice  as  to  how 
the  law  may  be  not  exactly  broken,  but,  let  us 
say,  circumvented. 

You  want  to  remove  the  ooarse  fish,  pike,  chub,  roach, 
&c.,  from  a  stream  in  order  to  put  in  trout.  You  have 
done  all  that  was  possible  in  the  way  of  netting,  &o. ,  but 
you  know  thit  there  still  remain  some  which  it  ia  im- 
possible to  catch,  as  old  stumps,  rocks,  &o.,  make  netting; 
ineffective.  Somebody  sajs,  "  Why  not  try  dynamite  ?  " 
and  yon  point  out  that  dynamite  would  answer,  only  it 
happens  to  be  illegal.  "It  is  illegal  to  use  dynamite  to 
oatob  or  destroy  fish,"  says  Mr.  Willis  Bund,  "  and  the 
penalty  is  £20 ;  but  it  is  not  illegal  to  use  dynamite  to 
remove  obstructions  from  your  fishery,  which  either  spoil 
your  draft  or  prevent  your  doing  what  you  want  to  do. 
Find  some  improvement  to  the  bank  or  pool  that  requires 
the  use  of  the  explosive,  and  use  it.  You  will  have 
carried  out  jour  improvement,  and  you  will  have  cleared 
the  place  for  your  yearlings.  Four  purpose  will  he  as 
well  served  hy  an  explosion  to  get  rid  of  a  stump  as  by  aii 
explosion  to  kill  fish." 

Netting  is  fallacious,  as  the  fish  soon  learn  to  dodge 
the  net,  but  djnamite  shows  you  fairly  what  is  in  the  pool, 
I  do  not  say  everything  is  killed  by  the  shock,  but  a  very 
large  percentage  is." 

Of  course,  Mr.  Willis  Bund  is  careful  to  add 
that  such  heroic  remedies  can  only  be  used  very 
occasionally. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  Mr.  Willis  Bund 
advocates  the  extermination  of  coarse  fish  simply 
because  they  are  coarse  fish,  his  view  is  that  if 
you  want  good  salmon  or  trout  fishing  you  must 
destroy  and  keep  down  the  pike,  chub,  &c.  He 
reminds  his  readers  of  the  old  story  of  the  judge 
who  denied  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  bad 
port  wine,  "  all  port,  so  long  as  it  was  port,  was 
good ;  there  were  degrees  in  goodness,  but  there 
was  no  such  thing  as  bad  port.  So  as  to  fis'hing ; 
all  fishing  is  good ;  there  is  no  bad  fishing,  but 
there  are  varying  degrees  of  goodness." 

In  his  Introduction  Mr.  Willis  Bund  points  out 
that  about  thirty  years  ago  there  was  a  prevalent 
idea  that  the  proper  cure  for  evei'y thing,  the 
panacea  for  aU  ills,  was  a  Board,  "  so  Highway 
Boards,  Burial  Boards,  Drainage  Boards,  School 
Boards,  Fishery  Boards,  et  hoc  genus  ovine,  came 
into  being,"  and  Mr.  Bund  does  not  think  much 
of  them  or  their  works.  "  Some  few  of  these 
Boards  have  gone  so  far  as  to  publish  instructions 
to  water  bailiffs ;  but  these  instructions  are  con- 
fined to  stating  what  are,  or  (a  very  different 
thing)  what  the  Boards  suppose  are,  their  legal 
powers."  Our  author  gives  many  a  sly  rub  at 
how  those  august  bodies  "  manage  "  the  fisheries 
of  this  country,  and  who  if  they  are  allowed  to  go 
on  will  manage  a  good  many  of  them  off  the  face 
of  the  earth.  At  the  meeting  at  the  Mansion 
House  last  summer,  at  which  it  was  decided  to 
attempt  to  re-stock  the  Thames  with  salmon,  we 
were  somewhat  surprised  to  hear  Mr.  Willis 
Bund,  when  he  got  up  to  speak,  begin  by  saying 
that  he  intended  to  support  the  movement  and 
would  like  to  see  the  experiment  carried  out,  not 
because  he  thought  there  was  the  remotest  chance 
of  its  being  successful,  but  because  it  would  show 
what  effect  the  action  of  the  Thames  Board  of 
Conservancy  had  had  on  the  bed  of  the  river,  he 
did  not  think  they  would  find  the  dredgers  had 
left  a  spawning  bed  in  the  river."  We  fear  the 
promoters  of  the  scheme  got  but  cold  comfort 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Severn  Board ! 

It  is  not  likely  that  everybody  who  reads  Mr. 
Willis  Bund's  book  will  agree  with  all  he  says. 
We  do  not  suppose  he  does  himself,  but  he  has 
had  such  a  long  and  practical  experience  in  the 
management  of  the  Severn  Fishery  and  its  board 
that  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  thei-e  was  not 
much  of  great  use  and  value  in  this  "  attempt  to 
furnish  a  plain  statement  of  some  of  the  funda- 
mental rules  which  should  be  observed  if  any  real 
attempt  is  to  be  made  to  deal  with  our  fisheries  on 
a  definite  system."  But  one  fact  must  be 
borne  in  uiind,  our  author's  experiences  relate 
chiefly  to  the  Severn  and  its  tributaries,  and  what 
may  be  true  of  them  will  not  always  hold  good  of 

*  A.  Handy  Bonk  r£  Fishery  Management.  By  J.  W. 
Willis  Bund,  F.L  S  ,  ohuirman  Severn  Fishery  Board. 
London  :  Lawrence  and  BuUen,  Ltd, 
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rivers  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  This  differ- 
ence of  latitudes — for  it  almost  amounts  to  that 
— will  account  for  some  of  the  adverse  criticism 
to  which  this  book  has  been  subjected  by  writers 
whose  experience  is  confined  to  rivers  in  Ireland 
or  Scotland. 

Of  water  bailiffs  our  author  has  a  great  deal  to 
say,  and  when  one  considers  the  powers  entrusted 
to  these  men,  it  is  well  to  remember  that,  as  Mr. 
Willis  Bund  says,  what  they  do  not  know  is 
generally  very  much  in  excess  of  wha^'  they  do 
know;  and  yet  on  the  evidence  of  such  men, 
magistrates,  who  know  even  less,  convict  and  fine  or 
imprison  perfectly  innocent  "  offenders."  At 
some  future  time  (still,  we  fear,  far  distant)  the 
State  will  insist  on  some  practical  knowledge  of 
the  subject  being  a  sine  qua  non,  not  only  for 
water  bailiffs,  but  also  for  all  members  and  officials 
of  fishery  boards.  In  the  meantime  we  are  not  at 
all  sure  that  Mr.  Willis  Bund  is  not  right  in  his 
suggestion  that  th"?  best  available  material  out  of 
which  to  make  an  efficient  water  bailiff  is  an 
accomplished  river  poacher. 

To  anyone  who  has  seen  hundreds  or  thousands 
of  yearling  and  two-year-old  salmon,  and  is  also 
well  acquainted  with  yearling  and  two-year-old 
trout,  it  is  comparatively  easy  to  distinguish  the 
fish ;  but  to  do  so  from  pictures  or  written 
descriptions  is  a  very  different  matter,  for,  as  Mr. 
Willis  Bund  very  wisely  says,  the  tests  given  for 
distinguising  the  fish  are  by  no  means  infallible. 

One  of  the  first  things  we  hope  the  curator  of 
the  new  Society  of  Experimental  Fish  Culture  at 
the  Crystal  Palace  will  do  is  to  have  in  adjacent 
tanks  samlets,  sea  troutlets,  bull  troutlets,  and 
common  troutlets  as  nearly  of  the  same  age  as 
possible.  It  will  then  be  possible  to  try  some  of 
the  tests,  such  as  the  following,  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Willis  Bund. 

"  The  tail  of  the  young  salmon  is  forked,  but  grows 
eqoarer  as  the  fish  grows  older,  until  at  laat  it  is  practically 
square  "  (square  is  a  bad  word  to  apply  to  the  fin  of  a  fish, 
because  it  never  is  Eqnare). 

"  In  the  trout,  on  the  contrary;  as  it  gets  older  the 
tail  becomes  convex  rather  than  square." 

"  The  outside  gill  cover  in  the  salmon  is  shaped 
differently  to  that  in  the  trout.  For  instance,  if  a  piece  of 
string  is  placed  at  the  most  projecting  point  of  it,  and 
drawn  in  a  line  to  the  snout,  in  the  salmon  it  will  pass 
through  the  eye,  in  the  trout  it  will  pass  below  it." 

As  we  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  many 
anglers  and  others  have  been  fined  or  imprisoned 
for  taking  young  salmon  when  the  fish  were  young 
trout,  we  hope  that  Mr.  Willis  Bund's  remarks  on 
this  important  question  may  become  widely 
known.  He  tells  us  that,  as  chairman  of  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board,  he  has  often  been  asked  to 
have  a  description  of  the  way  to  distinguish 
young  salmon  from  young  trout  printed  on  the 
licences,  but  has  invariably  refused,  and  most 
wisely,  in  our  opinion,  for,  as  he  says,  there  is  not 
even  one  safe  invariable  external  sign  distinguish- 
ing the  two  fish  that  everyone  can  recognise.  If 
any  of  our  readers  are  ever  charged  with  killing 
samlets  which  they  thought  trout,  we  advise 
them  to  supply  their  counsel  with  a  copy  of  this 
book  ! 

In  his  chapter  on  "  How  to  Distinguish  Fish  in 
the  Water,"  we  find  this  remark :  "  If  anyone 
wants  to  know  if  there  are  tench  in  a  pool,  let 
him  go  and  sit  beside  it  some  warm  evening  in 
June  just  before  it  is  dark,  and  then,  if  he  hears 
a  splashing  among  the  water  plants,  and  sees  the 
leaves  disturbed,  he  can  rest  quite  certain  that 
there  are  tench  in  the  pool,  and  that  they  are 
spawning." 

Since  carp  spawn  much  in  the  same  manner,  we 
think  a  mistake  might  be  made. 

Again,  we  cannot  agree  with  our  author's  state- 
ment that  as  a  rule  a  pike  does  not  disturb  the 
8urfaf;e  of  the  water  when  he  darts  off  from  the 
aide  as  you  pass  along.  We  should  say  that  as  a 
rule  he  does  disturb  the  surface,  and  we  have  often 
been  startled  by  the  sudden  splash  of  a  pike 
darting  from  the  side. 

The  matters  of  interest  touched  upon  by  Mr. 
Willis  Bund  are  almost  endless,  and  if  any  angling 
club  secretary  is  in  want  of  subjects  on  which  to 
get  up  discussions  he  will  heartily  thank  us  for 
advising  him  to  buy  this  book.  Here  are  a  few 
items  taken  from  the  capital  index  : 

Abstraction  of  water  and  changes  in  a  river  caused  by 
same.  Advertisements  of  fishings— often  most  misleading. 
Beds  of  rivers  ;  how  injured  (including  spawning  beds). 
Various  ways  in  which  fish  bile.  Artificial  bT(>ediDg  of 
fish.  Cannibal  fish  should  be  killed.  Burying  fish. 
Chaoget  which  tike  plaoe  in  a  rivsr.    Colour  of  salmon  at 


different  times.  Effect  of  cutting  down  trees  on  a  stream. 
Effect  of  cutting  weeds  on  a  stream.  Ooaree  fish.  Effect 
of  dams  on  a  stream.  Decrease  of  salmon.  Descent  of 
keltp,  Emolts,  and  eels.  Deficiency  of  food.  Disease. 
Drainage — effect  of.  Effluent  from  tewers.  Fords  ; 
floods;  food;  fry,  stocking  with.  Gratings.  Gravel. 
Hybrids.  Kelts.  Lime,  &o.,  poisoning  by.  Mills  and 
millers.  Nets  and  netting.  Night  lines.  Overstocking. 
Poachers.  Pollation.  Post-mortems.  Privatn  owners, 
rights  of.  Thames,  why  it  never  can  become  a  salmon 
river  again. 

On  these  and  many  other  matters  Mr.  Willis 
Bund  discourses  in  a  pleasant  and  anything  but 
dogmatic  manner.  About  many  of  his  views 
opinions  will  differ,  but  we  must  repeat  the 
warning  he  gives  his  readers,  not  to  condemn 
statements  based  on  experience  of  one  river 
because  they  do  not  tally  with  conditions  found 
to  exist  on  others.  The  book  deserves  to  be 
widely  read.  Unfortunately  the  thing  which  the 
majority  of  fishery  owners  know  and  care  least 
about  is — their  fishery. 


JOHN  G.  MORTEN. 

I  HAVE  written  several  times  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  about  my  old  friend,  but  never  before  have 
I  mentioned  his  name.  Nor  ever  did  I  think  that 
I,  a  much  older  man,  should  have  to  mention  it  in 
connection  with  his  death.  Now,  I  cannot  forbear 
telling  that  it  was  to  his  most  genial  hospitality  I 
am,  and  was,  and  ever  shall  be  indebted  for  many 
pleasant  days  on  the  banks  of  the  Avon,  for 
rambles  over  Beacon  HiU  and  Boscombe  Downs, 
and  round  and  about  Stonehenge  and  the  lovely 
village  of  Ameebury.  What  a  genial,  jolly 
companion  he  was  on  those  rambles,  full  of 
anecdotes  and  stories  of  bygone  days,  a  strong 
walker,  bubbling  over  with  rosy  health  and 
unbounded  good  nature — he  had  accustomed 
himself  to  look  after  everything  that  could  be 
thought  of  to  make  me,  an  old  man,  happy  and 
comfortable — and  the  last  time  I  saw  him,  not 
many  weeks  ago,  I  had  engaged  myself  once  again 
to  spend  a  few  more  of  those  old  pleasant  days 
with  him  in  the  same  delightful  neighbourhood, 
sometime  or  other  when  the  season  came  round 
again.  Now,  alas  !  I  have  nothing  left  but  the 
memory  of  them.  He  passed  away  quite  suddenly 
— the  death  he  desired  most — it  was  so  like  sleep 
that  he  had  never  moved.  His  heart  stopped 
beating — and  he  passed  on  into  the  unknown — 
that  was  all ! 

As  an  all-round  sportsman,  and  specially  as  an 
angler,  he  was  well  known,  and  many  were  the 
stories  he  had  to  tell  of  his  adventures.  He  often 
talked  of  writing  an  account  of  those  adventures 
from  his  youth  upwards,  and  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  he  did  make  a  beginning,  but  I 
fear  he  did  not  accomplish  much,  for  I  have  been 
told  that  frequently  when  he  had  retired  from  the 
family  circle  for  the  purpose  of  performing  this 
literary  effort,  he  was  usually  to  be  found  com- 
fortably asleep  on  the  sofa.  He  really  had  many 
a  good  story  to  tell,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted,  if 
nothing  ever  came  of  those  good  intentions.  My 
associations  with  him  were  limited  to  my  occasional 
visits  to  his  fishing  quarters  in  Wiltshire.  Those 
who  knew  him  more  intimately  will,  I  am  sure, 
miss  him  all  the  more,  but  I  cannot  withhold  my 
testimony  to  his  worth  as  a  genial,  open-hearted, 
good  man,  and  the  expression  of  true  regret  at 
the  loss  of  an  old  personal  friend. 

The  Amateur  Anglbe. 

[We hope  to  be  able  to  add  some  notes  later  on 
to  this  little  tribute  to  a  fine  sportsman  from 
the  "  A.  A."— Ed.  F.  G.] 


AN  AUTUMN  DAY  AT  PATSHULL 
POOL 

Perhaps  the  country  here  looks  all  the  more 
fresh  and  fair  on  account  of  its  nearness  to  "  the 
Black  Country."  At  any  rate,  one  is  prepared  to 
swear  to-day  that  in  all  bonny  England  there  is 
no  more  pleasant  district  than  this.  The  music 
of  the  horses'  hoofs  as  we  go  bowling  along  on  the 
road  at  the  top  of  the  ridge,  is,  it  may  be  supposed, 
such  as  we  have  heard  elsewhere ;  but  it  seems  to 
evoke  peculiarly  pleasant  echoes  from  the  copses 
by  the  wayside  and  the  farm  buildings,  which,  here 
and  there,  stand  a  little  way  back.  As  the  horses 
splash  through  a  little  stream  not  big  enough  to 
necessitate  a  bridge,  except  a  tiny  one  for  foot 
passengers,  we  contemplate  with  delight  such  a 
survival  of  old-time  simplicity  of  highway  travel. 


The  Wrekin  rears  its  rounded  head  a  few  miles 
to  the  west,  and  as  our  gaze  travels  round  in  a 
southerly  direction,  the  bold  outline  of  Brown 
Clee  breaks  the  horizon ;  and  between  these  land- 
marks, in  both  directions,  broad  field  and  gamef  ul 
covert  give  assurance  of  crops  and  sport  in  plenty. 
Aha  !  who,  with  a  soul  in  him,  would  not  be  in  our 
shoes  P  But  we  are  going  a-fishing,  and  are  good 
humoured  and  optimistic  in  consequence. 

The  jolting  on  the  sandy,  rutty  road  on  which 
we  are  now  being  driven  somewhat  disturbs  our 
meditations ;  and  thus  brought  back  to  things 
tangible,  we  realise  that  we  are  hungry,  and  that 
there  is  just  time  to  get  through  a  sandwich  or 
two — as  late  breakfast,  or  early  lunch,  which  you 
like — ere  we  turn  in  at  the  park  gates.  Before 
reaching  the  lodge  we  glimpse  the  pool,  lake,  or 
mere — it  is  called  by  all  three  names,  and  is 
worthy  of  them  all,  and  a  dozen  besides — and  the 
sight  of  the  blue- grey  water  stirs  anticipation,  for 
there  is  a  promising  ripple  on. 

Entering  the  park,  and  crossing  the  bridge,  we 
turn  on  to  the  turf ;  and  one  of  our  party  gets 
out,  declaring  that  driving  over  turf  always 
makes  him  ''  sea  sick."  Possibly  that  is  why  he 
pulls  up  under  a  tree,  and  does  something  with  a 
pocket  flask.  The  rest  of  us — three  remaining — 
go  on  to  the  Temple,  where  we  get  together 
impedimenta  and  interview  the  keeper,  whose 
salmon  rods,  standing  in  a  corner  of  his  cottage, 
breathe  suggestions  of  Ireland,  where  he  was 
located  "  before  he  came  here."  Presenting  our 
pass,  and  signing  the  artistically-adorned  angling 
visitors'  book,  we  next  toss  a  sixpence  to  deter- 
mine which  couple  shall  have  the  boat  and  which 
shall  stay  ashore.  Sprottles  and  I  win  the  toss, 
and  choose  the  boat,  so  off  we  go  to  board  it.  As 
we  traverse  the  turf  to  the  water's  edge  we  are 
not  disposed  to  quarrel  with  the  aristocratic 
institutions  of  our  country,  for  the  noble  earl  who 
owns  this  estate  is  a  right  good  fellow,  if  it  is 
permissible  to  apply  common  terms  to  dignities 
in  so  free  and  easy  a  fashion  ;  and  here  we  are  in 
practical  possession  of  the  park,  and  of  all  the 
fish  "  for  keeps  " — if  we  can  catch  them.  The 
park  and  pool  are  ours  fur  the  day,  without  our 
having  spent  a  penny  on  the  upkeep.  All  the 
enjoyment  of  it,  and  none  of  the  responsibility  ! 
We  feel  like  landed  proprietors  ourselves  for  the 
moment,  and  bless  this  particular  owner  who,  by 
his  kind  permission  to  fish,  has  enabled  us — by 
"pretending"  a  little,  as  the  children  say — to 
"  know  what  it  feels  like  "  for  a  brief  spell.  His 
lordship's  generosity  in  the  matter  of  permits 
causes  the  lower  part  of  the  pool  to  which  visitors 
are  confined  to  be  overfished,  say  some  grumblers. 
Probably  the  grumblers  are  of  the  sort  who  would 
be  left  out  in  the  cold  if  his  lordship  were  to 
scrupulously  weed  out  his  list  of  permittees.  And 
the  easiness  with  which  permission  is  procured, 
while  it  lessens  the  chances  of  the  few,  immensely 
increases  the  enjoyment  of  the  many.  So, 
hurrah,  say  we,  for  an  estate  owner  who  is  free 
with  his  permits.  But  for  that  freedom  "  the 
likes  of  us  "  would  not  be  here  to-day ;  so  let  us 
away,  and  make  the  most  of  it. 

The  good  ship  launched,  Sprottles  takes  the 
sculls,  and  the  boat,  under  his  attempts  at  pro- 
pulsion, performs  a  series  of  gyrations  whereby 
we  seem  to  be  looking  all  ways  at  once,  without 
getting  "  much  forrarder."  I  glare  at  him,  and 
he  meekly  says,  "  You  have  a  turn,  old  man." 
Now,  I  might  have  known  that  his  unusual  meek- 
ness portended  evil ;  but  I  arise  and  cautiously 
waddle  into  his  late  position.  I  am  not  long  in 
discovering  that  a  keel-less,  flat-bottomed  boat, 
with  no  stem  to  cut  the  water,  but  a  slithering 
inclined  plane  of  a  thing  instead,  is  the  silliest 
sort  of  a  craft  to  pull  straight.  Our  course  is 
like  the  "  herring-bone  stitching "  of  which  our 
better  halves  talk  ;  however,  we  go  slowly  waltzing 
on,  to  the  tune  of  the  ripples  against  the  boat, 
for  she  is  "  swallowing  marbles  "  amain,  to  where 
we  want  to  be — there  or  thereabouts.  It  is  a 
small  mind  that  is  particular  to  a  yard  or  two. 
We  cast  anchor,  that  is  to  say,  we  drop  overboard 
a  big  stone  attached  to  a  rope. 

By  this  time  we  are  hungry  again,  owing,  no 
doubt,  to  our  athletic  exertions,  and  hope  the  fish 
are  also.  We  will  make  ourselves  fit  with 
another  sandwich,  and  a  little  of  that  "  cold  tea." 

But  Well,  of  all  the  confounded  ;  where's 

the  grub  basket  F  I  look  at  Sprottles,  "and 
Sprottles  looks  at  me.  I  don't  know  anybody 
who  can  look  quite  as  nasty  as  Sprottles  can  ou 
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occasion.  He  thinks  it's  my  fault,  and  I'm  sure 
it's  his,  and  each  feels  that  he  never  wanted  a 
sandwich  so  much  in  his  life.  I'm  not  going  to 
waltz  the  boat  back  again  to  the  lodge,  sbe'd 
want  to  "  reverse,"  or  some  other  new  foolery, 
this  time ;  I'm  sitting  this  dance  out,  thank  you. 
Sprotiles,  who  really  does  sometimes  use  un- 
necessarily vigorous  language,  says  he'll  be 
hanged  if  he'll  pull  the  blessed  old  tub.  So 
there's  nothing  for  it  but  to  get  out  our  tackle 
and  begin  to  fish. 

We  have  come  to  anchor  in  what  is  considered 
one  of  the  best  spots  in  the  pool.  A  fallen  tree 
thrusts  up  gaunt  arms  out  of  the  water,  and  their 
'"'irresponding  arms  below  lie  in  wait  for  the 
ip  .      — aa  we  are  not  long  in  discovering. 

^  ■  .  ready  first.  He  puts  his  float  too 
vi>  ;ii  a  ,/  le  first  cast  is  hung  up  among  the 
submaii  anches,  and  loses  a  brand  new  trace 
— and  his  temper.  No  great  loss,  the  latter,  for 
it's  a  bad  one  at  the  best.  I  take  warning  from 
his  mishap,  and  am  soon  into  what  feels  like  a 
good  fish  ;  but  he  is  almost  immediately  among 
the  branches  below,  and  I  am  minus  my  flight 
and  half  my  trace,  upon  which  Sprottles  cheers 
up,  and  grins  like  an  idiot — as  if  my  misfortune 
made  his  any  less,  the  ass  !  But  he  says,  amiably, 
"  Let's  move  out  a  bit."  We  do  so,  and  find  that 
the  promising  ripple  on  which  we  had  congratu- 
lated ourselves  does  not  belie  itself,  for  the  sport 
is  capital  for  an  autumn  day.  Looking  across  to 
where  another  of  our  party  is  fishing  from  the 
bank,  we  perceive  that  something  is  afoot.  He 
is  gesticulating  wildly,  and  apparently  shouting 
for  all  he  is  worth ;  but  we  cannot  hear  for  the 
contrary  wind.  We  can  just  discern  that  he  is 
in  difficulties  with  a  fish  under  the  big  oak,  and 
he  afterwards  tells  us  that  he  left  bis  gaff  in  the 
waggonette.  The  gleaming  of  a  white  object 
against  the  hi^h  bank  teUs  us  that  he  is  trying,  in 
despair,  to  lift  his  pike  bodily.  In  this  case  it 
is  the  expected  that  happens— a  flop  and  a  splash 
betoken  an  escaped  fisa.  We  see  Brown  gaze 
ruefully  into  the  water  after  the  departed  one; 
then,  like  a  good  sportsman,  he  puts  on  another 
dace,  and  goes  on  fishing. 

Meanwhile,  the  fourth  member  of  the  quartet, 
new  to  pike  fishing,  but  keen  as  Coleman  s  best, 
has  been  having  exciting  experiences  on  his  own 
account.  When  we  foregather  for  lunch  he 
expatiates  on  the  mental  acumen  and  bodily 
slipperiness  possessed  by  pike  in  general,  and  by 
one  in  particular.  Says  he  :  "  I've  heard  that 
they  bark  like  dogs,  but  I  didn't  know  that  they 
burrow  like  rabbits."  It  turns  out  that  he  had 
landed  one  of  some  31b.,  and  that  in  the  resultant 
strugtrle  on  the  land,  whither  the  captor  had 
lugged  it,  it  bad  slipped  down  a  rabbit  hole.  We 
were  dispohed  to  tbiuK  that  if  he  couldn't  fish,  he 
could  tell  a  fiihermau's  tale  very  well  !  But 
investigation  ebtabiiwhed  his  veracity,  for  we  dug 
the  pike  out.  Later  in  the  day  the  neophyte  die- 
tinguisbed  himself  by  lifting  a  7-pounder  bodily 
over  the  parapet  of  the  bridge  in  safety.  It  may 
confidently  be  naid  that  he  was  the  only  one  of 
the  party  capable  of  landing  that  fish  in  that 
manner,  for  no  one  else  would  have  dared  to 
attempt  it.  The  pike  must  have  been  too  much 
astonisbt^d  to  struggle,  and  the  fisherman  had  a 
Cable  of  atrdce  on,  as  far  as  btrength  is  concerned. 

The  autuojn  day  wanes,  the  dead  leaves  fall 
around,  and  iu  the  dusk  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
distinguish  one's  float  among  them  as  they  lie 
thickly  strewn  on  ttie  surface  of  the  water.  Wild 
ducks  whisile  overhead,  on  their  way  to  quiet 
streams  in  the  country  round.  Coots  grow  bold, 
and  take  a  pre-noctumal  swim.  Waterhens 
utter  htaitling  but  sleepy  notes.  The  wind  drops 
and  dies  with  a  sigh.  The  sun  has  gone  down, 
and  now  paints  gorjjeous  colours,  which  begin  to 
fade  as  we  look.  It  is  time  to  go.  The  horses 
are  in,  and  the  waggonette  awaits  us.  We  start 
on  our  homeward  j'jurney,  but  we  carry  the  park 
and  the  lake  with  us  to  be  for  ever  ours — and  the 
memory  of  the  day  is  not  a  memory  only. 

Darbt  Stafford. 
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"RED  PALMER":  A  PRACTICAL 
TREATISE  ON  FLY  FISHING  * 


We  are  glad  to  see  that  a  fourth  edition  of  Mr. 
James  Tayler's  pleasant  and  practical  treatise  on 
fly  fishing  has  been  called  for  by  the  angling 
public.  We  cannot  do  better  than  repeat  what 
we  said  of  it  many  years  ago,  viz.,  that  "  we  can 
safely  recommend  it  as  a  useful  manual  for  any 
young  aspirant  to  fly  fishing."  The  fact  that  Mr. 
Tayler  got  Dr.  Brunton  to  revise  the  work  for 
him  will  lend  it  additional  interest  to  all  those 
who  had  the  good  fortune  to  know  the  jolly, 
cheery  doctor,  whose  pleasant  face  we  miss  more 
and  more  at  anglers'  meetings  and  by  the  river- 
side. 

In  this  new  edition  the  author,  without  with- 
drawing anything  he  has  previously  written,  has 
to  some  extent  qualified  his  expressed  opinions  on 
a  few  points,  and  this  only  gives  one  the  more 
confidence  in  his  work  generally. 

In  future  editions  we  hope  Mr.  Tayler  will 
make  the  binder  print  the  title  along  the  back,  as 
a  blank  back  of  a  book  on  a  shelf  is  as  blank  as  a 
blank  day's  fishing. 


IN  SEARCH  OF  SPORT. 


One  often  tires  of  fishing  the  same  stretch  of 
water  over  and  over  again,  even  although  they 
manage  to  get  sport,  and  looks  out  for  a  change 
of  water  and  scenery.  I  have  sometimes  felt  like 
this,  and,  as  I  was  in  a  restless,  roving  mood  one 
summer  day  about  two  years  ago,  I  made  up 
my  mind  to  travel  and  explore. 

Seven  a.m.  saw  me  on  my  way  to  the  station 
one  morning,  with  my  rod  and  a  well  filled  basket. 
I  took  a  ticket  for  Eddleston,  which  is  about 
three  or  four  miles  from  Peebles,  resolving  to  fish 
the  Eddleston  Bum  for  a  part  of  the  day,  at 
least.  On  getting  into  the  train  I  met  an 
acquaintance  who  was  going  to  fish  the  Tweed 
between  Innerleithen  and  Cardrona.  On  telling 
him  where  I  was  going,  he  advised  me  to  try  the 
Leithen  by  way  of  a  change,  saying  that  the 
trout  were  better  and  larger  than  those  in  Eddle- 
ston. He  told  me  that  I  should  have  about  three 
miles  to  walk  from  Eddleston  Station  to  the 
Leithen,  and,  on  my  consenting  to  go,  he  gave  me 
directions  as  to  the  road  to  take.  How  easy  it  is 
for  anyone  to  imagine  they  understand  directions 
which  are  lucidly  given,  but  how  different  it  is  to 
follow  out  these  closely. 

"  Oh,  yes !  "  I  understood  quite  plainly  the  road 
I  was  to  take,  and  got  out  of  the  train  quite 
elated  at  the  prospect  of  seeing  a  bit  of  the 
country  and  fishing  a  strange  water. 

I  saw  rather  more  of  the  country  than  I  wanted 
that  day,  and  I  have  learned  that  it  is  better  to 
take  a  good  map  and  compass  when  exploring 
than  to  tiust  to  verbal  directions.  I  followed  the 
directions  as  closely  as  I  could,  and  kept  along  a 
burn  tha'.  I  was  to  follow  till  I  came  to  a  farm- 
house. Then  I  struck  ofE  over  a  hill  directly  in 
front  of  me,  and  kept  up  a  hollow  till  I  came  to  a 
wire  fence,  which  1  was  told  I  would  find  there. 
All  veiry  good,  but  the  burn  happened  to  have  a 
tributary  of  the  same  size  as  itself,  and  there 
were  several  hills  to  be  seen,  with  one  or  two 
bouses  or  small  farms. 

Anyhow,  i  went  over  a  hill  in  front  of  me, 
which  turned  out  to  be  the  wrong  one,  and  saw  a 
depression,  where  I  thought  I  would  find  the 
water.  On  going  up  to  a  farm  I  found  out  that  I 
had  gone  four  miles  from  the  place  I  should  have 
been.  I  bought  some  milk  and  had  a  drink. 
There  is  certainly  a  great  difference  in  the  quality 
of  milk,  as  this  was  like  cream  in  comparison  to 
the  liquid  they  sell  in  some  places.  At  this  farm 
I  got  freah  dii-ections,  and  went  back  to  where  I 
had  gone  off  my  road,  and  met  a  shepherd,  who  put 
me  on  the  right  track.  He  showed  me  a  hill,  over 
which  I  should  find  the  burn,  and  told  me  that,  if  I 
cared  to  go  on  to  Inner  leit  hen,  there  was  a  very  good 
road  nearly  all  the  way  from  the  place  where  I  should 
commence.  1  made  my  way  over  the  hill,  and  on 
getting  to  the  top  I  had  a  splendid  view  of 
the  country  around,  and  saw  the  burn  winding 
along  the  valley.  It  did  not  take  me  long  to 
reach  it,  and  I  found  a  lower  water  than  I  was 
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led  to  expect.  As  I  went  along  the  banks  I  saw 
some  very  small  trout  dive  below  the  stones  and 
banks,  but  they  were  so  small,  and  the  water  so 
low  and  clear,  that  I  resolved  to  make  my  way 
much  further  down.  I  soon  reached  a  small 
hamlet,  where  another  two  bums  came  in,  making 
the  burn  big  enough  for  decent  fishing.  I 
mounted  my  flies  on  a  cast  of  4x  gut,  and  put  a 
tiny  beetle  on  the  tail,  a  Greenwall's  Glory  for  first 
dropper,  and  a  Woodcock  and  Hare's  Ear  with  gold 
ribbing  for  second  dropper.  T  hese  were  dressed  on 
the  very  smallest  steels,  and  I  began  to  fish  down 
the  burn,  keeping  well  back,  and  casting  up  and 
across  the  current.  I  got  a  lot  of  very  small 
trout  and  one  or  two  very  fair  specimens  for  a 
burn.  After  fishing  down  the  burn  for  nearly  a 
mile,  I  sat  down  by  a  pool  to  watch  the  trout. 
The  bottom  here  was  sand,  the  banks  rock,  and 
the  water  as  clear  as  a  crystal.  There  seems  to 
be  a  great  many  trout  in  this  burn,  as  this  pool 
was  crowded  with  them  of  all  sizes  from  about 
fib.  downwards,  and  I  think  excellent  burn  fishing 
could  be  obtained  in  this  stream  when  it  is  in 
good  fishing  trim.  I  have  visited  it  since  this 
occasion,  and  have  had  capital  sport  in  low,  clear 
water,  but  never  had  the  chance  of  getting  it 
slightly  coloured.  The  bottom  is  chiefly  com- 
posed of  rock  and  gravel,  and  is,  in  many  parts, 
sparsely  clad  with  short,  mossy  weed,  which 
harbours  all  kinds  of  insect  larvae  and  animalcula- 
on  which  trout  feed.  There  is  an  abundance  of 
aquatic  snails  in  this  bum,  and  they,  too,  form  a 
considerable  item  in  the  trout's  diet  at  times. 
The  trout  here,  as  a  rule,  are  small,  but  afford 
fair  sport  when  hooked.  I  have  frequently  got 
i-pounders  in  this  stream,  and  am  told  that  that 
is  nothing  out  of  the  common,  as  they  are  some- 
times taken  much  heavier  than  that,  I  do  not 
want  to  misrepresent  the  size  of  the  fish  in  this 
stream,  as  nothing  is  more  annoying  and  aggra- 
vating to  an  angler  than  to  travel  miles  expecting 
good  fish,  and  to  get  fingerlings  for  his  trouble. 
The  larger  fish  are  also  chiefly  caught  when  the 
stream  is  coloured  and  in  flood. 

The  finest  tackle  is  also  necessary,  as  the  water 
.is  of  the  clearest,  and  the  trout  shy  from  having 
been  fished  over  rather  frequently.  I  may  state 
also  that  the  larger  trout  are  well  thinned  down 
near  Innerleithen,  and  to  those  visiting  this  bum 
I  would  say,  commence  about  three  miles  up 
from  the  town  and  fish  upstream.  To  resume 
my  narrative,  however,  I  took  off  my  flies,  and 
put  on  a  very  fine  Stewart  tackle  with  drawn  gut 
cast,  thinking  that  some  of  the  larger  trout  would 
be  enticed  by  the  clear  water  worm  style  of 
fishing.  They  took  the  worm  very  well,  and  I 
did  get  a  slight  improvement  in  size.  I  con- 
tinued fishing  until  well  on  in  the  afternoon,  and 
then  made  my  way  towaids  Innerleithen,  after 
retaining  two  and  a  half  dozen  trout  over  the 
6^in.  limit. 

On  reaching  Innerleithen  I  found"  I  had  sf 
two  hours  to  wait  for  my  return  train,  so,  goin 
down  to  the  Tweed,  I  had  a  few  casta  with  the  d 
fly  to  put  in  the  time.  I  got  one  or  two  small  tro 
and  a  number  of  salmon  fry,  and  made  my  way 
the  station.    I  bad  not  long  to  wait,  and,  bei 
thoroughly  tired,  it  was  a  groat  relief  to  get  in 
a  comturtable  carriage  and  have  nothing  to 
but  admire  the  scenery  on  the  road  home. 

Blackbeetle. 


Lifebuoy  Soap  foe  the  "Absent-mind 
Beggar." — We  understand  that  Messrs.  Lev 
Brothers,  Limited,  the  well-known  soapmakers 
Port  Sunlight,  have  offered,  and  the  Secretary 
State  for  War  has  accepted,  5000  tablets  of  Lif 
buoy  Royal  Disinfectant  Soap  for  the  use  of  ou 
troops  in  South  Africa.    The  soap  will  acoordingl 
be  immediately  despatched  to  the  Bed  Cross 
Commissioner  at  the  front.    The  Hospital  and 
Ambulance  Department  of  the  Canadian  con- 
tingent was  also  supplied  with  Lifebuoy  Soap 
from  the  Toronto  branch  of  Lever  Brothers, 
Limited.    The  value  of  a  disinfectant  soap  of 
such  a  recognised  reputation  and  efficacy  as  Life- 
buoy Soap  for  use  in  our  field  hospitals  is  self- 
evident,  and  the  gift  is  sure  to  be  much  ap- 
preciated. 


FORKION  BiiOKS  AND  Pekiouicai.s.— Mflaiira.  SampnoD  Low, 
MatNtoD  and  Co.,  8t.  Dunaian  a  Uouan,  Fettar-laiie,  London, 
iuppi;  tiia  Trade  witb  Forelxn  Booka  and  Parludioali.  Fait 
traio  eonaixnm«Dtf  fi>o«i  UMlr  OooWnmiUJ  a«*Dta  Mea  a  WMk. 
Oataioa**  cNAii. 
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GILLETrS  IMPROVED  SPINNER. 


Me.  J.  GiLLETT,of  40,  Fetter-lane,  London,  E.G., 
has  sent  us  what  appeai-s  to  be  a  well  made  and 
well- designed  spinning  bait. 

Messrs.  Gillett  and  Co.  claim  for  it  "  one  gi-eat 
advantage,  that  is,  that  the  fan  being  some 


Gillett's  Improved  Spinxek. 

distance  away  from  the  b^it,  there  is  no  fear  of  it 
striking  the  jack  coming  at  it,  as  in  most  other 
spinners  where  the  fans  are  close  down  to  the 
head  of  the  bait." 

[It  is  on  the  same  principle  as  the  Fishing 
Gazette  spinner,  brought  out  about  twenty  years 
ago. — Ed.J 


ANGLING  FOR  BREAM. 


Next  to  the  roach  the  bream  is,  perhaps, 
sought  after  by  London  anglers  more  than  any 
other  fish.  We  have  two  species  in  English 
waters — the  golden  or  carp  bream  and  the  silver 
bream.  The  former  fights  well  for  a  brief  period, 
but  when  once  turned,  like  the  chub,  he  gives  up 
the  struggle,  and  a  child  could  land  him.  In  the 
Arun  and  other  tidal  waters  he  is  a  different  fish, 
and  gives  splendid  sport  on  fine  tackle,  and  it 
requires  no  mean  skill  to  capture  a  good  one  on  a 
tight  line.  The  very  last  time  I  fished  in  the 
Axun  a  London  angler  that  I  was  with  lost  a  very 
good  fish,  and  I  think  it  is  a  great  mistake  fishing 
in  this  river  with  the  fragile  tackle  one  would  fish 
for  roach.  The  colours  of  a  true  silver  or  white 
bream  weighing  a  pound  are  very  handsome.  The 
specific  name  hlicca  is  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  verb 
blican,  and  means  to  shine.  I  have  not  taken 
into  account  the  Pomeranian  bream,  specimens  of 
which  are  found  both  in  English  and  Irish  rivers, 
&c.  The  silver  bream  is  quite  unfit  for  culinary 
purposes,  and  is  worthless,  except  for  the  sport  it 
gives  to  beginners.  On  this  account  I  shall 
confine  my  remarks  to  the  golden  bream. 

I  must  preface  these  by  pointing  out  that  the 
bream  is  a  most  disappointing  fish,  and  one  that 
requires  a  very  intimate  knowledge  of  its  habits, 
peculiarities,  Sec,  before  it  can  be  caught.  For 
instance,  I  have  seen  water  in  which  bream  are 
plentiful  literally  black  with  them,  and  I  have 
accordingly  baited  up  in  the  most  careful  manner, 
and  gone  to  the  spot  early  next  morning,  only  to 
find  that  the  whole  shoal  had  shifted  their 
quarters,  and  that  not  a  single  fish  could 
be  caught.  In  this  instance  time  pressed, 
otherwise  it  is  advisable  to  allow  at  least 
eighteen  or  twenty  hours-  to  elapse  after  a 
baiting  before  the  swim  is  tried.  If  worms  are 
the  ground- bait,  always  throw  them  in  in  the  day- 
time, otherwise  two-thirds  of  them  will  probably 
be  devoured  by  eels.  But  even  then  success  is  by 
no  means  assured.  The  day  may  be  everything 
that  can  be  desired,  with  a  soft  southerly  wind, 
and  a  sky  sufficiently  clouded  to  prevent  even  the 
shadow  of  your  rod  from  being  thrown  on  the 
water.  The  fish  may  be  angled  for  most 
scientifically  with  the  finest  tackle,  and  in  the 
most  artistic  manner  that  mortal  skill  can  bring 
to  bear;  but  all  this  is  to  no  purpose,  for  the 
bream,  with  the  most  exasperating  persistency, 
refuse  every  lure  that  can  be  presented  to  them. 
The  fact  is,  bream  are  so  uncertain  in  their  move- 
ments, and  80  peculiar  in  their  way  of  feeding, 
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FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund— the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.     Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


EIGHTH  LIST. 


"T.  J.  W.,"  Ireland   

Mr.  Saml.  Brandon   

Croydon  Angling  Society  (per  Mr.  S.  Eoe, 

secretary)   

"  Smoker,"  Worcester  

Mr.  J.  F.  Wilkinson   

Mr.  C.Watson  _   

Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  :  Mr  D  Hay*B, 

Is. ;  Mr.  A.  Drinkwater,  2s.  6d.  ;  Mr.  H. 

Pincotfc  Hill,  28. ;  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  28. ; 

Mr.  G.  Sinibaldi,  Is.  ;  Mr.  W.  Parker,  Is.  ; 

Mr.  A.  J.  Emms,  Is. ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Corbett, 

la. ;  Mr.  V.  Dempsey,  la.  ;  Mr.  P.  Tnmer, 

Is. ;  Mr.  D.  Denniford,  Is. ;  Mr.  F.  Sands, 

Is.  ;  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  Is.  (per  Mr.  F.  H. 

Amphlett,  hon.  sec)  

Mr.  G.  Wheeler,  B.S.A.S   ... 

Blenheim  Angling  Society  (per  Mr.  C.  Chaplais, 

hon.  sec.)   «   


£ 

B. 

d. 

0 

2 

6 

0 

2 

6 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

2 

6 

0 

6 

0 

Mr.  H.  Garrard  (per  Mr.   W.  J.  Clarke, 

Gresbam  A.S.)   

Forest  Gate  Pisoatorials  (per  Mr.  H.  Creeke, 

hon.  sec.) :  C.  F.  N.,  Is.  ;  H.  F.  C,  Is. ; 

J.   H.  A  ,  6d  ;  S.  C,  6d.;  Forest  Gate 

Piscatjrials,  5s  

Gresbam  Angling  Society  (donation,  per  Mr. 

Alex.  Wright,  hon  sec.)   

Allason  United  Brothers  A.  S.  (per  Mr.  Bea 

Abrahams,  hon.  sec.)  

North  Bast  Brothers  A.S  (per  Mr.  G.  Taylor, 

hon.  sec.)  ...  

Oglander   Piscatorial   Society   (per   Mr.  E. 

Dyball,  hon.  sec.)   


0  17 
0  6 


2  12  9 


Amount  from  seventh  list. 
Total   


£  8. 

0  6 

0  8 

1  18 

1  14 

1  7 

1  6 

11  16 
113  16 


125  12  11 


*«*  Several  snbscriptionB  have  arrived  too  late  for  acknowledgment  this  week — wiU  appear  in  next  list. 


that  one  never  knows  when  to  have  them,  for  they 
are  here  to-day  and  gone  to-morrow. 

Bearing  this  in  mind,  the  novice  need  not  be 
surprised  or  discouraged  at  anything  that  takes 
place  with  respect  to  the  fish  in  question,  for, 
although  he  may  have  seen  them  rolling  about  in 
all  directions,  sporting — or  priming,  as  it  is 
called — and  may  bait  a  place  time  after  time,  it 
is  just  on  the  cards  that  not  a  single  fish  will 
reward  his  efforts.  On  the  other  hand,  he  may, 
quite  by  accident,  pitch  upon  a  swim  in  which 
they  are  at  home,  and,  without  throwing  in  a 
particle  of  ground  -  bait,  commit  great  havoc 
amongst  them ;  but  in  spite  of  this,  ground- 
baiting  for  bream  is  an  absolute  necessity,  which 
should  be  made  the  subject  of  special  study  by 
the  young  angler.  If  he  is  fishing  a  river,  and 
there  is  any  stream,  he  should  always  take  care  to 
throw  in  his  worm  sufiBciently  high  up,  and  if 
whole  worms  be  used,  considerably  higher  than  if 
he  used  dismembered  worms.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  is  going  to  fish  in  a  lake,  or  similar  expanse  of 
still  water,  then  the  ground-bait  should  be  confined 
to  a  space  3yds.  or  4yds.  square,  and,  as  previously 
enforced,  if  worms  are  used  they  should  never  be 
put  in  after  sunset. 

Ledgering. — No  greater  mistake  can  be  made 
when  ledgering  in  ponds,  meres,  lakes,  and  other 
inland  waters  with  soft  or  oozy  accumulations, 
than  to  use  a  heavy  lead  or  bullet  placed  too  near 
the  hook.  Many  ponds  and  lakes  that  I  have  fished 
in  have  contained  as  much  as  2ft.  and  3ft.  of  soft, 
black  mud,  into  which  the  lead  would  sink,  drag- 
ging the  hook  with  it,  the  natural  result  being 
that  the  patient  angler  might  sit  there  for  a  week 
without  obtaining  so  much  as  a  nibble,  unless  it 
was  that  a  stray  eel  so  favoured  him.  Moreover, 
if  the  bait  does  not  happen  in  such  a  case  to  be 
entirely  hidden  in  the  mud,  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  strike  a  fish,  especially  on  account  of  the  extra 
amount  of  drag  imposed  upon  the  line.  In 
addition  to  this  there  is  the  resistance  when  a  fish 
takes  the  bait  to  be  reckoned  with,  this  alone 
being  sufficient  to  arouse  the  suspicions  of  a  fish 
even  inclined  to  feed.  In  fact,  under  such 
conditions  a  turn  in  the  water-butt  would  often  be 
quite  as  profitable  an  occupation  as  sitting  by  the 
waterside.  Even  when  using  a  whole  worm  on  a 
lightly  weighted  tackle  it  would  soon  wriggle  out 
of  sight,  and  the  fish  would  have  no  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  bait.    In  all  such  cases  where  it  is 


possible,  it  is  advisable  to  allow  a  whole  worm 
either  to  touch  or  to  be  an  inch  or  so  off  the 
bottom.  Of  the  two  I  prefer  the  former  plan. 
Where,  however,  it  is  not  possible,  simply  use 
either  the  head  or  tail  portion  of  a  worm,  accord- 
ing to  fancy,  and  if  the  fish  are  not  showing  any 
desire  to  feed  the  point  of  the  hook  may  be 
allowed  to  just  protrude  through  the  broken  end. 
The  young  angler  will  do  well  not  to  forget  to 
frequently  change  the  bait,  for  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  it  should  show  plenty  of  life  and 
movement. 

When  ledgering  with  paste,  a  pellet  of  bread 
and  bran  is  very  attractive  to  the  bream.  The 
great  object  in  using  the  pellet  is  to  draw  their 
attention  to  the  hook  bait.  I  say  a  pellet  of 
bread  and  bran,  because,  if  it  be  composed  for  the 
most  part  of  barley  meal,  it  will  remain  in  the 
water  for  a  long  time  without  parting  from  the 
shots,  whereas  it  should  be  kneaded  to  break 
up  in  a  few  minutes,  or  the  fish  will  often 
help  themselves,  and  cause  the  angler  to  strike, 
thinking  that  he  has  got  a  bite.  The  materials 
of  which  the  pellet  is  made  for  ledgering  require 
to  be  mixed  very  carefully,  for  if  there  be 
too  much  barley  meal  the  pellet  will  be  too 
adhesive.  It  should  therefore  be  composed,  as 
stated,  of  bread  and  bran,  or  of  bread  and 
pollard.  If  made  of  bread  and  bran,  a  pinch  or 
two  of  oatmeal  will  give  it  the  necessary  adhesive- 
ness. When  ready  for  use  a  piece  about  the  size 
of  a  bantam's  egg  should  be  firmly  squeezed 
round,  say,  three  No.  6  shots  placed  about  ^in. 
apart,  about  12in.  or  15in.  from  the  hook,  and 
no  further  weight  need  be  used  when  fishing  in 
still  waters.  The  shots  should  lie  full  length  in 
the  pellet,  and  as  near  its  centre  as  possible.  If 
the  angler  does  not  understand  the  art  of  casting 
from  a  centre-pin  reel,  he  should  carefully  coil 
the  length  of  fine  line  he  requires  on  a  clear  space 
of  ground,  or,  better  still,  a  newspaper  or  mackin- 
tosh. Then  the  cast  should  be  accomplished  with 
one  regular  sweep  of  the  rod  over  the  water,  com, 
mencing  at  an  angle  of  about  75  degrees, 
putting  more  force  or  power  into  the  cast  the 
further  out  the  bait  has  to  go.  To  hit 
the  happy  medium,  this  must  be  regulated 
by  practice  and  experience.  A  too  vigorous  cast 
is  as  great  a  drawback  as  a  cast  that  is  not  power- 
ful enough.  I  have  seen  from  30yd8.  to  40yd8. 
covered  with  the  greatest  ease.    The  best  advice 


6 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[January  6,  1900 


that  I  can  give  on  this  point  is  to  first  get  the 
pellet  evenly  on  the  swing  so  that  there  is  no 
suspicion  of  a  jerk,  and  when  it  has  acquired 
sufficient  momentum  let  the  line  go  from  the 
thumb  and  finger  of  one  hand  (by  which  it  should 
be  held)  at  the  same  moment  that  the  cast  is 
made  with  the  other. 

The  rod. — For  this  style  of  fishing  the  rod 
should  be  about  10ft.  6in.  in  length,  rather  stiff, 
and  should  be  able  to  stand  a  good  strain,  for  it 
is  impossible  to  cast  properly  with  a  rod  in  the 
least  degree  too  pliant. 

Another  important  point  is  that  though  the 
elasticity  of  the  rod  may  be  simply  perfection  all 
power  over  the  cast  will  be  completely  lost  if  the 
peUet  on  the  shots  is  allowed  to  hang  too  low.  It 
should  therefore  be  drawn  up  to  within  about 
2ft.  6in.  of  the  top  of  the  rod,  when  the  cast  can 
safely  be  made  and  with  little  or  no  waste  of 
power.  O.  U. 

(To  he  continued.) 


FISHING  m   INDIAN  WATERS. 


PART  VI. 
"  Open  Deep  Sea  Fishing." 
In  this,  which  I  propose  shall  be  the  concluding 
article  of  this  series,  I  intend  drawing  the 
attention  of  my  readers  to  some  fishing  which  can 
only  be  indulged  in  on  the  deep  sea,  away  from 
land,  and,  generally  speaking,  must  be  carried  on 
when  the  vessel  is  travelling  at  a  fair  speed. 
Although  numbers  of  large  fish  inhabit  the  open 
ocean,  still,  oftentimes  in  travelling,  you  may  go 
for  days  and  see  no  sign  of  life,  unless  it  be  an 
occasional  flying  fish  or  a  lone  whale  blowing  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  weather  be 
propitious,  very  often,  in  some  latitudes  and  in 
some  seas,  not  a  day  passes  but  what  numbers  of 
the  larger  ocean  mackerel,  such  as  albicore,  bonito, 
tunny,  and  dolphins,  and  porpoises  are  seen 
sometimes  in  considerable  numbers,  and  occasion- 
ally they  will  come  round  and  play  quite  close  to 
the  ship.  In  the  good  old  days  of  sailing  ships, 
when  things  were  taken  easier  all  round,  men  on 
the  ships  used  to  lay  themselves  out  to  catch 
them,  but  nowadays,  when  steamers  so  largely 
predominate,  and  when  the  tendency  is  to  rush 
and  scurry  to  get  from  one  port  to  another  as 
quickly  as  possible,  these  great  chances  do  not 
80  often  occur ;  and  however  willing  the  master  of  a 
mail  steamer  might  be  to  indulge  in  the  pastime 
himself,  or  to  give  his  passengers  a  chance  of 
doing  so,  still  the  fact  of  his  vessel  being  a 
steamer  and  expected  to  do  the  voyage  in  a  given 
time,  is  greatly  against  him.  The  noise  caused 
by  a  steamer,  the  thud,  thud,  thud  of  the  screw, 
with  the  accompanying  vibration  transmitted  to 
the  surrounding  water  as  she  goes  at  full  speed, 
tends  to  frighten  away  any  fish  that  may  be  near, 
who  cannot  understand  what  aU  this  commotion 
may  mean,  so  different  is  it  to  the  quiet  lapping, 
kissing  noise  caused  by  the  stately  sailing  ship  as 
she  lazily  rolls  on  her  way,  dipping  her  bows  every 
now  and  again  into  the  sparkling  sea,  and  shaking 
off  the  feathery  spray  as  she  rises,  behaves  in 
many  ways  as  if  she  were  a  light-hearted 
gambolling  leviathan  herself.  It  has  been  my 
fate  in  life  to  have  had  experiences  of  both  steam 
and  sailing  ships.  As  a  boy  I  served  some  time 
in  a  crack  sailing  ship  belonging  to  a  northem 
line  and  running  in  the  Colonial  trade,  and  many 
ears  later,  after  having  been  for  years  in  steamers, 
waa  appointed  to,  and  served  for  about  two  years, 
in  a  small  paddle  steamer,  and  our  sole  duty  then 
was  marine  surveying,  and  in  these  two  ships 
more  than  in  any  others  I  had  several  and  varied 
opportunities  of  seeing  this  deep  sea  fishing 
carried  out,  and  made  acquaintance  with  many 
wonders  of  the  deep. 

I  do  not  know  that  anybody  has  dealt  at  all  in 
detail  with  this  class  of  fiuhing,  and  it  is  im- 

f>088ible  for  me  to  go  very  fully  into  the  matter 
lere.  In  the  "Sea  FiBhing"  vol.  of  the  Badminton 
Library  there  is  described  very  plainly  and  clearly 
the  principles  of  the  ahip's  "  »ea  rod,  and  I  am 
told  that  there  is  also  a  description  of  the  ship's 
sea  rod  in  the  "  Practical  Letters  to  Young  Sea 
Fishers,"  by  John  Bickerdyke.  However,  as  the 
above  mentioned  author  was  principally  reipon- 
§ible  for  the  greater  part  of  the  first  mentioned 
volume,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  two  descriptions 
are  very  much  alike.    Those  sailor  men  who  do 


fish  at  sea  have,  each  and  every  one  of  them,  their 
own  rigs  up,  and  each  thinks  his  own  the  best.  I 
have  seen  and  tried  several,  and  I  don't  know  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  difference  among  them 
While  I  am  on  this  subject  of  authorities,  there 
comes  into  my  mind  the  name  of  one  man,  pre- 
eminently fitted  by  his  early  training,  who,  I  am 
sure,  could  deal  with  this  subject  in  a  manner  that 
would  fascinate  his  readers  if  only  he  would.  I 
refer  here  to  the  talented  author  of  the  "  Cruise 
of  the  Cachaolt,"  "  The  Ways  of  a  Ship,"  and 
other  articles  all  dealing  with  life  at  sea,  and  I 
hope  that  if  this  should  meet  his  eye  that  he  will 
seriously  consider  it.  I  read  the  "  Cruise  of  the 
Cachalot "  shortly  after  it  was  published,  and  was 
perfectly  fascinated  and  entranced,  and  I  hope 
sincerely  that  some  day  or  other  he  may  be 
induced  to  give  us  a  companion  volume  dealing 
with  this  subject.  The  principle  underlying  this 
deep  sea  fishing  is,  however,  in  all  cases  the  same. 
The  larger  ocean  fish  are  all  piscivorous,  and  the 
only  way  to  induce  them  to  take  a  bait  is  to  offer 
them  a  decent  imitation  of  some  small  sea  fish. 
Many  and  wondrous  are  the  imitations  that  are 
made,  and  yet  they  nearly  always  consist  of 
bunting,  red  or  white,  or  perhaps  both.  One  of  the 
best  and  most  successful  baits  I  have  ever  came 

across  was  originally  shown  to  me  by  Lieut.  E  , 

R.N.,  who  concocted  it  himself,  and  who,  I  believe, 
seldom  used  anything  else ;  and  he  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  of  our  deep  sea  fishers.  It  was 
a  weird  and  wonderful  tout  ensemble.  A  hook 
about  6in.  in  length,  with  the  body  wrapped 
and  dressed  with  cotton  stuffing  till  it  as- 
sumed the  shape  of  a  large  cigar ;  the  whole 
was  then  covered  with  silver  paper  or  tin 
foil,  and  finally  wings  were  added  of  white 
bunting,  with  a  dash  of  red  underneath.  When 
completed,  it  looked  something  like  a  huge 
"  Alexandra,"  only  with  the  white  and  red  wings 
instead  of  the  blue  green  of  the  orthodox  fly.  I 
passed  on  this  dressing  afterwards  to  one  or  two 
special  chums,  who  are  still  at  sea,  and  who  had 
the  chance  occasionally  of  testing  its  merits,  and 
the  accompanying  photographs  of  some  of  the  fish 
they  have  from  time  to  time  caught  wiU  give 
your  readers  some  idea  of  what  can  be  done  when 
fishing  under  these  circumstances.  I  cannot 
definitely  state  whether  they  were  all  taken  with 
this  particular  lure,  but  it  may  be  taken  for 
granted  that  the  bait  did  not  differ  very 
materially  from  that  described  above,  except  that 
occasionally,  instead  of  the  red  and  white  wings, 
blue  bunting  was  used  for  the  upper  pair  and 
white  for  the  lower,  and  in  this  case  the  wings 
were  brought  down  along  the  body  and  were  tied 
together  at  the  bend  of  the  hook  to  give  it  a  more 
fish-like  appearance. 

Photos.  Nos.  1  and  2  are  those  of  the  so-called 
"  sea  pike  "  (Sphyroena  acutipennis),  caught  near 
Socotra.  Weight,  lO^lb.  and  3^lb.  Speed  of  vessel, 
from  five  and  a  half  to  seven  knots.  They  were 
taken  with  the  bunting  bait. 

No.  3  represents  a  take  of  eight  fish  caught  on 
a  run  between  Berbera  and  Balhar,  on  the  Somali 
coast,  and  were  all  caught  inside  of  three  hours. 
The  weight  of  the  fish,  counting  from  the  left  of 
the  picture,  are — first,  two  bonito  (Thyrmns 
pelanys),  of  71b.  and  9lb. ;  then  two  dolphin 
\Coryphena  hipparus),  of  101b.  each  ;  one  seer  fish 
{Cybium  guttatum)  of  15lb. ;  and,  again,  bonito  of 
8pb.,  81b.,  y^lb.  respectively.  These  were  all 
caught  with  this  bait  towing  astern,  and  the  speed 
of  the  ship  varying  from  eight  to  ten  knots  per 
hour. 

No.  4  represents  four  out  of  a  catch  of  nine 
dolphin  which  were  caught  in  five  hours  in  the 
Gulf  of  Aden.  The  total  weight  of  the  whole 
catch  was  1051b.  These  were  the  four  biggest, 
and  scaled  from  lllb.  to  12lb.  apiece.  Speed  of 
the  vessel,  about  nine  knots. 

No  5  is  a  picture  of  an  exceptionally  fine 
dolphin  (Cor.  hip.)  caught  in  the  Indian  Ocean, 
between  Aden  and  Bombay.  Weight,  28lb. 
Speed  of  vessel,  ten  and  a  half  knots. 

No.  ()  is  that  of  a  much  larger  fish,  a  bonito 
weighing  (iOlb.,  caught  in  the  Gulf  of  Aden.  Speed 
of  vessel,  nine  knots.  In  one  of  my  former 
articles,  vi/,.,  in  that  dealing  with  "  Aden  and  the 
adjacent  Waters,"  I  related  the  incident  of  my 
capture  of  a  7!llb.  bonito  in  Aden  Harbour.  The 
photograph  of  that  fish  was  never  taken,  but  the 
fish  here  pictured  might  have  been  the  same  fish, 
so  that  you  can  form  a  very  fair  idea  from  thia 
what  the  former  one  was  like,  and  may  also  be 


able  to  realise  to  some  extent  the  sport  to  be 
obtained  when  such  a  fish  has  fastened.  In 
all  the  six  cases  above  referred  to,  the  bait  which 
was  taken  was  being  towed  astern  with  a  good 
long  line,  and  in  every  case  was  taken  from  a 
screw  steamer.  This  is  the  usual  practice  on 
steamers,  but  in  the  old  days,  in  the  sailing  ship, 
almost  invariably  was  the  line  put  over  the  bows. 
A  much  shorter  drift  of  line  was  used,  in  fact, 
only  just  sufficient  to  keep  the  bait  bobbing  on 
the  water,  and  all  our  fish  were  caught  in  this 
manner,  and  hardly  ever  did  one  put  out  the  line 
astern.  Probably  the  fact  that  most  steamers 
are  straight  stemmed,  and  have  no  overhanging 
bow  from  which  the  line  can  depend,  has  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  practice  of  towing  the  bait, 
but  the  fact  remains  that,  as  a  general  rule,  sail- 
ing ships  fish  from  the  bow,  while  steamboats  tow 
their  lines. 

Under  these  conditions  the  better  sport  is  very 
often  to  be  looked  for  when  fishing  from  a 
steamer ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  one  bit 
of  fishing  which  is  rarely,  if  ever,  obtained  in  the 
normal  manner  from  a  steamboat,  but  which  is 
often  enough  to  be  had  from  a  sailing  ship.  I 
refer  to  shark  fishing  at  sea.  Sharks  are  very 
seldom  seen  from  a  ship  except  in  calm  weather, 
and  it  is  just  then,  when  a  sailing  ship  is  lying 
almost  becalmed,  with  hardly  enough  wind  to  fill 
her  sails  and  give  her  steerage  way,  that  the  best 
chances  occur.  It  is  in  weather  of  this  sort  that 
these  brutes  come  up  to  the  surface  and  bask  in 
the  sun,  or  roam  about  leisurely  in  search  of  food. 
Generally  the  first  intimation  of  their  presence  is 
the  sight  of  the  black  triangular  dorsal  fin 
moving  through  the  water,  and  thereafterwards, 
if  it  be  kept  steadily  in  sight,  the  fish  will  be 
found  roaming  abetit  in  irregular  courses. 
Gradually  his  curiosity  or  hunger  will  bring  him 
nearer  and  nearer  to  the  ship,  until  eventually, 
when  he  sees  that  there  is  nothing  very  dreadful 
or  terrifying  about  her,  he  will  take  up  a  station 
under  her  quarter,  and  oftentimes,  if  not  caught, 
will  remain  there  for  hours,  or  even,  if  the  calm 
weather  continues,  for  days.  But  no  sooner 
does  a  shark  take  up  this  position  than  an  inten- 
sive desire  and  longing  pervades  the  whole  ship's 
company  to  catch  1  im,  and  at  once  the  line  or 
rope  is  got  ready,  the  short  length  of  chain  which 
connects  the  hook  to  the  rope  is  bent  on  and  the 
hook  sharpened  and  baited.  There  is  unfortu- 
nately on  board  a  sailing  ship  no  great  variety  of 
baits  from  which  to  choose.  The  bunting  bait  is 
here  useless.  Fresh  meat  is  much  too  precious 
even  if  it  were  there,  so  that  we  arc  forced  to  go 
to  the  "  harness  cask  "  for  a  chunk  of  either  salt 
beef  or  pork.  The  latter  is  perhaps  the  best,  so 
choosing  a  nice  square  fat  chunk,  we  put  it  on  to 
the  hook,  and  making  it  a  bit  extra  secure  with  a 
twine  lashing,  we  lower  it  carefully  over  to  our 
friend  and  await  results.  There  are  occasions  of 
course  (and  I  remember  one  well  when  a  school 
of  rather  small  sized  sharks  came  alongside,  and 
when  we  caught  nine  out  of  twelve  or  thirteen  fish 
one  after  another)  when  they  are  really  ravenous, 
and  when  no  sooner  is  the  bait  well  in  the  water 
than  it  is  taken  and  at  once  the  fun  begins,  but 
such  occasions  are  the  exception  rather  than  the 
rule,  and  also  the  fish  on  these  occasions  when 
they  appear  in  schools  are  never  so  large  as  the 
lone  fish.  The  real  excitement  begins  when  a 
large  fish,  say  from  18ft.  to  22ft.  in  length,  takes 
up  the  position  described  attended  by  four  pilot 
fish.  Such  a  fish  is  by  nature  and  experience 
cautious  and  wary,  and  in  addition  to  his  natural 
cunning  he  has  the  intelligence  of  his  smaller 
friends  to  fall  back  upon,  and  he  will  give  you 
many  an  anxious  moment  before  he  finally 
succumbs  to  temptation.  The  procedm-e  on  a 
favourable  occasion  is  somewhat  as  follows :  On 
the  bait  being  lowered  it  may  for  some  time  be 
left  severely  alone,  or  it  may  at  once  attract  the 
attention  of  the  pilot  fish.  In  the  latter  case  they 
will  come  up  and  prospect  it  at  first  from  a 
distance,  then  circle  round  and  round,  until 
finally  one  bolder  than  the  rest  will  make  a  dash 
at  it  and  rip  out  a  mouthful.  This  the  others  can 
no  longer  stand,  and  together  they  will  assault 
the  bait  until  you  will  begin  to  think  that  shortly 
there  will  be  very  little  left  for  the  principal 
guest.  In  time,  however,  they  will  i-etire  to  their 
patron  and  inform  him  that  there  is  something 
toothsome  not  far  away,  and  he,  who  has  probably 
been  watching  the  whole  performance  and  has 
been  waiting  patiently  forjtheir  report  will  begin  to 
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show  some  signs  that  he  intends  taking  a  hand 
in  the  next  deal.  Imperceptibly  he  will  fall  back 
until  he  is  a  few  yards  away,  and  then  gradually 
he  will  sink  out  of  your  sight,  and  you  may  think 
that  he  has  gone.  Well,  perhaps  he  has ; 
peradventure  there  has  suddenly  flashed  through 
his  dull  brain  some  faint  reminiscence  which  has 
come  back  to  him  at  the  last  moment  of  another 
fine  fat  piece  of  pork  very  similar  to  the  present 
one,  which  he  once  upon  a  time,  in  the  long  gone 
days  before,  had  tried  to  sample,  and  which  had 
brought  him  nothing  but  labour  and  sorrow,  and 
which,  when  he  had  got  rid  of  it.  had  left  him, 
curiously  enough  (as  he  thinks),  with  a  sore  jaw. 
J£  such  has  been  the  case,  then,  indeed,  will  he 
have  gone  ;  but  it  may  be  otherwise.  If  he  has 
made  up  his  mind  upon  the  reports  of  his  small 
friends  to  ifrj  his  luck,  his  behaviour  would  be 
such  as  I  have  attempted  to  describe.  As  his 
mouth  is,  so  to  speak,  placed  under  his  chin,  he 
requires  to  get  quietly  underneath  whatever  it 
inay  be  that  he  may  wish  to  seize,  and  then,  with 
an  upward  dart,  during  which  time  he  turns  half 
round  upon  his  back,  he  is  in  full  sight,  open 
mouthed,  and,  if  in  earnest,  has  closed  his  temble 
jaws  lapon  the  bait  before  you  have  had  time  to 
realise  what  has  happened. 

ITo  be  continued.) 


SOCIETY  OF  EXPERIMENTAL  FISH 
CULTUEE. 


A  MEETING  of  the  Provisional  Committee  was 
held  in  the  board-room  at  the  Crystal  Palace  on 
Tuesday  last,  the  2nd  inst.  The  following  gentle- 
men were  present:  E.  B.  Marston,  A.  Allison, 
A.  R.  Matthews,  A.  W.  Parker,  "W.  Oldham 
Chambers,  S.  B.  Thomas,  and  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

The  following  were  nominated  as  oflBcers : 
Chairman  of  committee,  R.  B.  Marston ;  vice- 
chairman  of  committee,  W.  Oldham  Chambers  ; 
hon.  secretary,  A.  Allison ;  hon.  treasurer,  W. 
Gardiner ;  hon.  curator,  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

It  was  decided  to  invite  several  gentlemen  to 
join  the  committee. 

A  sub-committee  was  formed  to  draft  a  set  of 
rules.  The  following  gentlemen  serve  on  this 
committee  .-  R.  B.  Marston,  W.  Oldham  Chambers, 
A.  W.  Parker,  and  A.  Allison. 

In  future  all  secretarial  communications,  appli- 
cations for  membership,  &c.,  should  be  addressed 
to  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  A.  Allison,  at  52,  Fleet-street, 
E.C.  Offers  of  live  fish,  ova,  plants,  &c.,  to  be 
addressed  to  the  curator  as  heretofore. 

Edgar  S.  Shrubsole, 
Curator  Natural  History  Dept., 
Crystal  Palace. 


THE  FISH  IN  ORIENTAL  LEGENDS.* 


"The  late  Mr.  William  Simpson,"  says  the 
WeBtminder  Gazette,  "  was  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Asiatic  Society,  and  an  accomplished  student  of 
ancient  myths  and  legends,  especially  those 
Eastern  ones  the  fragments  of  which  are  woven 
into  so  many  and  so  various  fabrics.  Stories  in 
the  Old  Testament  which  have  in  the  course  of 
ages  grown  to  be  regarded  as  symbolic  have  been 
to  some  extent  excepted  from  severe  critical 
analysis  for  obvious  reasons.  Of  course,  to  those 
who  object  to  any  scientific  dissection  of  such  stories 
it  would  have  mattered  nothing  whether  the  whale 
swallowed  Jonah  or  Jonah  the  whale.  They  re- 
gard it  as  a  symbol,  and  therefore  sacred.  Mr. 
Simpson,  however,  adduces  a  mass  of  evidence  to 
show  that  the  story  of  Jonah  is  one  of  what  the 
Rev.  A.  H.  Sayce,  in  '  The  Higher  Criticism  and 
the  Verdict  of  the  Monuments,'  calls  '  the  wrecks 
of  a  vast  literature,  which  extended  over  the 
ancient  Oriental  world  from  a  remote  epoch.' 
Mr.  Simpson's  theory  is  that  the  story  is  an 
'initiatory  legend,'  that  is,  a  legend  which  has 
grown  up,  one  of  those  ceremonies  of  initiation 
which  are  to  be  found  in  so  many  parts  of  the 
world,  even  amongst  uncivilised  tribes,  and  in 
which  the  idea  of  a  death  and  a  new  birth  are 
symbolised,  just  aa  the  name  of  the  Brahmin 
implies  the  '  twice  bom.'  Xineveh,  where  Jonah 
is  said  to  have  gone  when  he  returned  to  life  after 
bis  temporary  death,  is  a  word  signifying  the 
House  of  the  Fish,  and  its  Ideogram  or  Hiero- 

*  "  The  .Jonah  Legend :  a  Suggestion  of  Interpretation." 
By  William  SimpBon.    Grant  Kichards. 


glyph  represents  a  fish,,  enclosed  in  the  lower 
stage  of  a  two-stoiied  building  or  enclosure.  The 
cult  of  the  fish  in  Egypt  and  elsewhere  in 
ancient  times  is  dealt  with  exhaustively,  and  Mr. 
Simpson  brought  to  the  study  of  his  subject  an 
immense  amount  of  Oriental  culture.  The  book 
contains  some  illustrations  from  Layard's 
'  Nineveh,'  Wilkinson's  '  Ancient  Egyptians,'  and 
Bonomi's  '  Nineveh,'  to  the  publishers  of  which 
works  the  late  author's  acknowledgments  are 
rendered." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

/30  min.  for  Chelsea.  rSB  min.  for  Kew. 

Add  J*"   "     "   Pitney.  Add)^^   „     „  Eichmoud. 

,,     „  Hammersmith.  '^'^"jSO   „     „  Twickenham. 
(50   „     ,,  Barnes.  (^85   „     ,,  Teddington. 

ExAMPLB  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down- stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Watbe  at  London  BaiDflB. 

Morning.  Evening 

Saturday,  Jan.  6                            5.  8    5.30 

Sunday,  ,,  7   5.53   6.17 

Monday,  ,,  S                            6.42    7.  8 

Tuesday,  ,,  9                            7.34    S.  3 

Wednesday,  ,,  10                            S.35    9.11 

Thtu-sday,  ,,  11                          9.50    10..30 

Friday,  „  12                          11.  9    11.47 

EiSH  Wateb  at  Ambbblbt  and  Pulborouoh. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,      Jan.      6    5.4S    G.IO 

Sunday,  ,,        7    6.33    6.. 57 

Monday,  8    „   7.22    7  48 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
PnlboroQgh  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— Genebal  Remarks.— There  can 
be  no  doubt  the  rain  we  have  been  getting  mill  be  of  great 
eervice  to  the  river,  which  for  some  time  has  been 
described  as  getting  low  and  bright,  and  the  present  time 
is  just  the  season  for  jack  and  perch  fishing,  plenty  of 
evidence  having  been  given  of  late  that  these  fish  are 
plentiful  in  the  river.  The  Thames  is  not  so  much 
affected  by  floods  as  it  tsed  to  be,  through  the  Thames 
conservators  being  more  careful  to  prevent  any  serious 
overflow  of  water,  and  the  low  lands  getting  submerged. 
It  would  be  a  contrast  now  to  witness  the  meadow  lands 
and  roads  covered  with  water,  as  I  have  eeen  it  in  days 
gone  by, for  miles  round,  when  it  required  all  the  time  and 
personal  attention  I  could  give  when  it  receded,  leaving 
the  hollow  portions  of  the  meadows  full  of  fish  life,  and 
getting  them  all  safe  back  again  into  the  parent  stream. 
I  have  no  doubt  there  would  be  the  same  amount  of 
anxiety  now  if  it  should  occur  again,  but,  happily,  there  is 
no  reafon  to  fear  it  will  occur  again,  as  under  the 
now  existing  arrangements  of  the  conservators  it  would 
not  be  in  evidence.  It  is,  and  always  has  been, 
an  anxious  time  with  the  jick  fishors  to  take  their 
chance  of  the  running  down  of  the  water  to  get 
amongst  the  fish.  I  can  remember  on  one  occasion 
in  going  down  the  river  I  found  the  late  Mr.  Francis 
Francia  live  baiting  at  Laleham  Borough  head,  and  as  it 
was  a  method  he  seldom  or  ever  practised,  he  exclaimed  to 
me,  in  good  humour,  "  You  have  caught  me  live  baiting." 
I  simply  remarked,  "  All  tight ;  there  is  nothing  illegal  in 
it,"  and,  aftar  a  few  cheery  words,  I  continued  my  course 
down  the  river  ;  but  we  had  many  a  good  laugh  about  it 
afterwards.  The  death  of  the  late  Sir  Frederio  Nicolson, 
C.B,,  ex-chairman  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board,  is 
another  reminder  of  many  pleasant  chats  Mr.  Spreckley 
and  myself  had  with  him  in  Trinity-square,  as  he  was 
always  available  cn  our  visits  to  talk  over  matters  in  the 
interests  of  the  Thames  fishery,  and  at  a  time  when  the 
old  fishery  bye-laws  came  under  revision.  He  was  always 
kind,  courteous,  and  attentive  to  all  we  had  to  say,  and 
that  in  the  presence  of  our  good  old  friend  Mr.  J.  H. 
Gough,  who  was  always  ready  to  decide  on  any  point  of 
law  or  Acts  of  Parliament  in  which  he  had  so  gifted  a 
memory. — B. 

  (Eton).— Owing  to  a  portion  of  Romney  Weir 

giving  way  on  Saturday  morning  last  the  Windsor  reach  is 
very  low  at  times.  This  morning  (Wednesday)  it  was  over 
3ft.  below  head  water,  but  this  evening  there  is  again  a 
good  water.  This  variation  in  the  water  is  greatly  against 
good  sport  being  obtained,  but  this  accidentia  the  very 
best  thing  that  could  have  happened  from  an  angler's  point 
of  view,  for  the  Windsor  and  Datohet  reaches  are  getting 
such  a  clearance  from  rotten  weeds  and  other  rubbish 
that  they  seldom  get  even  in  the  time  of  high  floods,  so 
that  anglers  may  look  forward  to  good  sport  in  this 
district  as  soon  as  the  weir  is  again  in  proper  repair,  and 
this  I  should  say  would  be  at  no  distant  date,  the  Con- 
servancy being  most  prompt  in  sending  the  appliances  and 
a  Urge  staff  of  men  to  do  the  necessary  repairs.  I  turned 
into  the  river  recently  six  dozen  jack  and  500  roach  for  the 
Windsor  and  Eton  Preservation  Asscc'ation.  —  Cecil 

HOWLETT. 

  (Hampton  Court). — William  Milbourue  writes  : 

"There  has  not  been  a  punt  out  for  the  last  fortnight. 
There  have  been  some  fine  roach  taken  by  the  bank 
anglers.    The  water  has  risen  about  18in.,  and  become 


very  thick,  and  still  rising.  It  Icobs  like  having  f  lenty 
of  water,  pnd  for  tie  ctxt  v. cek  a  bad  look  out  for 
fishing."— B. 

  (Henley).— Jan.  .3. — The  water  hero  is  almost 

bank  high,  and  still  rising.  It  is  very  thickj  a  strong 
stream  running,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  raining  fast. 
Little  fishing  has  been  d<>ne.  I  hear  of  a  jack  or  two 
bavirg  been  taken  on  the  Slgt  ult. ;  but  bankers  who  know 
where  to  find  the  roach  in  thick  water  tbonld  be  having 
gome  good  bags  by  the  week-end. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Eing'Ston). — John  Knight  has  had  one  day  with 

Mr.  Needham  and  friend,  who  creeled  lOib.  weight  of 
roach  and  dace,  the  largest  roach  Jib. ;  and  John  J- hnson 
during  the  week  has  been  getting  some  roach  and  dace.— 
B, 

  (Richmond),— The  fishermen  do  not  report  they 

have  been  doing  much  with  their  clients,  and  are  content 
with  saying  they  have  been  getting  a  few  roach  and  dace. 
— B. 

  (Sunbary).— Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  report 

the  water  is  not  in  bad  condition,  but  at  present  there  is 
a  rise  in  the  water,  and  all  will  depend  on  the  weather  as 
regards  rain  as  to  the  prospect  of  sport.  They  are  well 
satisfied  after  the  rain  they  will  be  able  to  give  their 
customers  some  good  sport.  Mr.  Taylor  has  taken  a  chub 
of  l^lb.- B. 

  (Teddin^on).  —  Walter  McBride,'  writing  on 

Tuesday,  says  the  water  is  now  thick,  but  when  it  clears 
there  will  be  some  good  sport.  He  reports  having  been 
out  two  days  with  Mr.  J.  Hollyman,  who  had  altogether  a 
fine  take  of  jack,  the  largest,  7§lb.,  and  several  others 
between  51b.  and  61b.  each  ;  and  another  day,  with  Mr. 
Hoard,  who  creeled  twenty -two  bream. — B. 

 (Twickenham).— Mr.  F.  J.  Ogden-Smith,  writing 

on  Tuesday,  says  :  "  The  rain  has  much  improved  the  riter, 
which  is  now  a  good  colour,  and  plenty  of  stream.  Mr. 
Barrow  and  Mr.  Simons,  one  day  hid  a  good  take  of  roach 
and  bream.  Harper,  the  fisherman,  has  also  had  several 
good  takes  of  roach  and  bream.  There  have  been  very  few 
anglers  out."  From  tte  ofiicial  reports  of  the  fishermen 
they  havp  bi=en  getting  some  roach  and  dace. — B. 

 (Walton), — John  Hone  reports:  "The  water  is 

rising,  and  oomiug  down  thick,  but  I  do  not  think  it  will 
last  very  long,  for  we  have  not  had  a  great  quantity  of 
rain.  I  thinfe  the  rise  has  a  good  deal  to  do  «i:h  the 
bursting  of  the  Romney  Weir,  at  Windsor.  I  should  like 
to  see  a  lot  more  rain,  as  it  will  give  us  a  good  flush  of 
water  down,  and  if  it  gets  bank  high  it  would  improve  the 
fishing  all  round.  There  has  not  been  much  fishing  going 
on  here  this  last  week,  there  having  been  mora  ice  than 
anghrs  about.  I  have  had  one  day  with  Mr.  Ward  and 
friend,  who  creeled  two  dozen  of  perch,  half  of  them  being 
returned.  Another  day,  with  Mr.  Oakley,  one  and  a  half 
dozsn  of  psrch,  some  of  them  being  very  good  ones.,  I 
found  in  one  biok-water  a  small  perch  with  a  smaller  one, 
half  its  size,  down  its  throit,  which  had  choked  it." — B. 

Bmlth  Weils.— Nc  thing  much  has  been  done  lately. 
The  weather,  a  succetsion  of  changes — frost,  thaw,  snow, 
raio — unpleasant  for  angling.  Sa  mon  have  done  well  on 
the  redds.  The  river  is  now  in  flood,  which  will  be  of 
service  to  the  kelts,  and  bring  some  early  fish  up. — W.  B. 
Roberts. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).— The  Christ- 
mas fishing  was  marred  by  a  general  prevalence  of  thick 
ice  on  all  still  water,  whilst  the  river,  although  clear  of 
ice,  was  in  such  bad  condition  ttat  angliog  was  practically 
useless.  Nearly  all  waters  are  free  of  ice  now,  but  the 
weather  alternates  so  rapidly  between  froet  and  thaw  that 
angling  is  very  unsatisfactory,  and  unlets  there  is  some 
more  decided  change  to  milder,  settled  weather,  will  be  so 
for  some  time  to  come.  If  the  pike  can  be  ciught  at  all, 
they  will,  as  well  as  roach,  be  found  in  magnificent  con- 
dition.— C.  H.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totne/i  aad  District).- There  is  little  or  no 
information  yet  forthcoming  as  to  the  spawning  prospects, 
but  there  is  an  idea  prevalent  that  fish  will  be  none  too 
numerous.  However,  I  hope  this  may  be  proved  wrong 
by  a  successful  spawning  season  ;  but  it  was  disappointing 
not  to  hear  any  talk  of  re-stocsing  from  either  the  con- 
servators or  the  fishing  association.  The  increase  in  the 
price  of  the  day  licences  has  drawn  forth  sotne  comment, 
as  might  have  been  expected,  it  being  urgad  by  one 
angling  correspondent  that  the  Devonport  and  Paignton 
water  schemes  will  seriously  affect  ths  fishing  in  a  dry 
summer.  The  latter  scheme,  however,  allows  for  "  com- 
pensation water,"  so  that  it  is  thought  this  may  have  a 
reverse  effect  to  that  predicted. — Devonian. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  wet  and 
tempestuous.  From  a  dearth  of  water  we  have  now  gone 
to  the  other  extreme,  flood  following  flood  in  quick  suc- 
cession. River  fishing  has,  of  course,  bean  quite  barred, 
and  the  little  pikeing  indulged  in  has  been  of  the  canal 
order,  with  but  meagre  results.  Three  rods,  live  baitiog 
on  Monday  for  four  hours,  failed  to  secure  a  singlo  fish, 
one  run  only  being  the  total  result.  On  Tuesday,  Mr. 
G^o.  Smith  scored  one  of  4lb.,  sni  one  or  two  other 
solitaty  specimens  have  been  accounted  for.  I  fear  until 
weather  settles  somewhat  fishing  will  be  simply  a  case 
of  "love's  labour  lost."  To-day  (Wednesday)  river  is 
bank  high,  and  a  further  raiutall  seems  imminent. — Red 
Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.).— • 

As  we  anticipated,  a  few  anglers  turned  up  in  tne  Fen 
District  for  their  Christmas  holidays,  but  most  of  themj  I 
fear,  did  not  enjoy  themselves  over  much.  Even  a  day  or 
two  after  their  an  ival  we  learnt  that  skating  bad  again 
been  resumed  at  Spalding  and  other  places.  That  a  few 
were  successful  among  both  roach  and  pike  is  undeniable, 
but  the  results  reported  are  uninteresting  so  far  as  we 
know. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— Encouraged  by  the 
finer  weather  of  Christmas  Day  a  few  enthusiasts  went 
down  to  the  Idle  and  Ryton  to  spend  their  later  holiday. 
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The  weather  was  very  unpromisiDg,  frost  had  retnrned, 
and  many  were  driven  home  again  by  snow  and  rain.  Some 
made  another  attempt  at  the  week-end,  bnt  conditions  are 
wretchedly  unpropiiious.  So  far  as  we  learn  the  results 
were  like  the  weather,  very  unpromising.  Some  few  went 
as  far  as  the  Trent,  but  save  a  few  captures  about  Lane- 
ham  those  who  return  report  nothing  doing. — L. 

Lea  and  Tribataries. — Anglers  frequenting  the_  Lea 
and  Stort,  Beane,  Kib,  &c.,  have  at  last  had  their  wishes 
gratified.  All  these  rivers  have  risen  in  conspquencs  of 
the  rains,  and  are  being  flushed.  The  Lea  and  Scort  have 
been  very  thick.  The  fresh  water  will  greatly  benefit  the 
rivers,  and  certainly  improve  sport.  Since  the  raia  better 
baakete  have  been  obtaioed.  A  take  of  181b.  of  roach  and 
dace  has  been  made  by  al  ocal  angler.  At  Hertford,  Mr. 
Groochen  has  captured  a  pike  of  71b.  At  St.  Margaret's 
some  nice  perch  and  roach  have  been  landed,  but  the  pike 
taken  have  run  small.  Good  roach,  but  few  ia  number, 
have  been  creeled  at  Rye  House.  When  the  river  fines 
down  ani  the  weither  is  more  settled  splendid  roach 
fishing  ought  to  result.  The  Stort  at  the  beginning  of  the 
week  yielded  a  few  roach  and  parch,  but  I  question  whether 
it  will  loe  in  condition  by  to-day  (Saturday).  We  received 
the  following  from  our  Lea  correspondent  yesterday 
(Friday)  morning  :  The  Lea  is  bank  high  and  the  colour 
of  clay.  Flood  water  is  out  in  some  districts.  Upon 
visiting  the  river  on  Thursday  I  found  it  unfishable,  but 
the  flushing  will  eventually  prove  of  benefit  to  the  angler. 
Yesterday  there  was  a  strong  stream  running.  The  New 
Eiver,  Beane,  Rib,  and  Stort  are  in  fall  flood.  When  the 
water  fines  down  ia  the  Lei  and  its  tributaries  will  be  the 
angler's  time. — Izaak  Walton. 

iMUgg  and  Arrow  (Xteomlnster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  bank  full  and  muddy,  and  quite 
out  of  order  for  fishing.  At  the  end  of  last  week  snow  and 
rain  fell,  and  rain  has  been  had  nearly  every  day  this 
week,  and  the  rivers  quickly  rose,  and  there  is  more  water 
going  down  them  than  has  been  for  some  months.  There 
will  be  no  fishing  done  for  some  time.  The  Pinsley  is 
muddy. — Gwtnne. 

Iiuggr,  Arrow,  and  Flnsley  (Einsfslaud).— 
Rivers  are  running  back  high,  and  in  some  places  over- 
flowing. Weather  [is  soft,  and  there  can  be  no  chance  of 
fishir  g  for  a  week.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— To-day  (Wednesday)  the 
outlook  is  decidedly  thredtening,  for  the  lands  adjacent  to 
the  river's  banks  suffer  from  an  overflow  of  the  water, 
which  has  lately  risen  very  rapidly,  and  at  the  present 
time  shows  a  height  on  the  gauge  at  Peterborough  Bridge 
of  12ft.,  with  aigQS  of  a  further  rise,  as  we  have  had  a  fair 
downfall  of  rain  in  this  district  daring  to-day.  This  state 
of  affairs  again  ciuses  our  anglers  to  put  iheir  tackle  by 
for  the  present ;  but  even  last  week,  at  the  till  end,  the 
few  who  tried  their  luck  at  pike  fishing  were  not  ia  any 
way  rewarded  for  their  efforts,  and  had  to  return  with 
empty  baskets. — E.  A.  S. 

Onse  (Holywell  Ferry). — The  rain  has  brought  a 
thorough  good  push  of  water  here,  soouriag  river  out 
nicely.  It  is  now  (Thursday  morning)  subsiding  nicely, 
and  several  spanking  jack  are  being  got  at  the  mouths  of  the 
dykes  just  here  in  the  eddies.  We  have  taken  some  very 
good  roach  this  week  in  the  ttiick  water,  up  to  IJlb.  Now 
is  the  time  to  get  among  them  here  in  the  qaiet  nooks,  and 
there  is  any  amount  of  good  ones  too.  Worms  most 
tellin?bait — A.  Scaed. 

Oase  (St.  Ives,  Hunts.).— The  river  in  good  all- 
round  condition,  especially  so  for  roach.  Some  good  ones 
to  hand  ;  also  pike  up  to  lllb.  May  I  be  allowed  to  send 
every  good  wish  to  ail  anglers  through  the  medium  of  your 
esteemed  columns.  May  they  have  a  healthy,  happy,  and 
prosperous  New  Year,  and  ti^ht  lines  to  'em  all,  and  also 
to  "  Dragnet," — E.  Collinson. 

Ouse  (dt.  Neots). — At  length  there  is  a  little  stream 
in  the  river,  but  the  water  is  now  too  cloudy.  This,  how- 
ever, would  right  itself  in  a  couple  of  days  without  rain. 

Severn,  V>mwy,  Tanat,  and  C  iin  (Iilanymjr- 
necii). — Angling  in  these  riveis  u  at  present  impossible 
owing  to  the  weather,  which  towards  the  end  of  last  week 
broke  up  altogether,  and  since  that  time  has  been  of  the 
most  changeable  description,  freezing  and  thawing 
alternately  at  very  short  intervals,  varied  occasionally 
with  showers  of  rain,  sleet,  and  bail.  At  present  it  is 
warm,  and  the  snow  has  entirely  disappeared  from  this 
neighbourhood,  and  the  rivers  have  been  quite  full  of 
BDOw  water  for  some  days  pist.  It  has  been  raining 
steadily  for  the  past  twenty-four  hours,  and  still  con- 
tinues. The  rivers  are  now  rising  rapidly,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  of  a  large  flood,  bnt  fortunately  there  is  no 
wind  to  drive  down  the  water  from  amongst  the  Welsh 
hills.  After  heavy  rain,  as  at  present,  the  Tanat,  being  a 
very  swift  runLing  stream,  soon  recovers  from  the  effects 
of  the  flood,  aa  docs  the  Cain.  The  Vyrnwy  takes  more 
time  to  do  so,  and  the  Severn  is  last  of  all  to  get  into  good 
condition  under  such  ci'cumgtances. — VyriNWV. 

Stour  (Bnres,  Suffolk). — The  water,  which  has  been 
very  cleur  tor  the  ia«t  niontli,  has  now  had  a  most  decided 
change  for  the  better,  and  fishing  prospects  for  roach 
much  improved.  We  had  some  heavy  rains  the  List  day  or 
wo  in  the  old  year,  and  the  water  n  )w  is  a  beantifal 
coll. or  fur  t»>ttom  tishing.  Several  anglers  wore  ouc  <jn 
IJec.  31,  arid  a  few  of  them  had  decent  bags  o'  good  roai^h 
np  to  lib.  4-12.  each.  Gentles,  brandling",  or  coloured 
paste  are  the  b)Bt  txtits  for  roach,  and  spinning  with  the 
f.i.fn'-al  t>»if  accounted  for  some  good  pike  on  the  7th. — 
W.  T.  Bainhrii.ok. 

BnsMx  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Since 
Ctiti  tnias  the  weat.I.er  ti»H  b  eii  a  t  ucc  .B^ion  ot  storms  and 
f>ga.  Kivers  are  runnirg  v;ry  thick,  and  the  bankaide 
like  a  quagrnire.  Angling  is  for  the  present  at  a  Btandstill, 
and  H<  rut  d^iys  fine  weather  is  needed  ere  we  can  hope  for 
a  resumption  of  sport  — CiK')R';K  F.  Rai.tkk. 

Tem*  (ItUdlOW). — The  Teme  in  thi«  pirl  was  in 
good  order  for  fishing  up  to  Thnnday,  Dec.  28,  when 


there  came  a  sudden  change.  Snow  began  to  fall,  and  in 
the  evening  heavy  rain  set  in,  and  by  Saturday  the  river 
had  rose  quite  2ft.,  and  was  running  high  and  muddy. 
Rain  has  been  had  nearly  every  day  this  week,  and  the 
river  is  now  in  flood,  and  quite  stops  all  prospects  of  any 
sport  for  some  time,  and  there  is  little  hopes  of  the  water 
being  in  order  for  at  least  a  fortnight.  The  weather  is 
mild,  and  rain  still  threatens,  and  ia  more  like  spring  than 
winter.  The  Oay,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
running  coloured  and  bank  full,  and  no  fishing  done  in 
them  for  some  time.  When  the  weather  clears  there 
should  be  sport  had  in  this  part. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  district  there  has  been 
quite  a  change  in  the  water  and  weather.  List  week  the 
water  was  getting  in  nice  order,  but  on  Thursday  and 
Friday  snow  and  rain  fell  heavily,  and  the  river  rose 
quickly,  and  soon  became  full  of  snow  water  and  muddy 
and  quite  out  of  order  for  fishing,  and  it  is  now  in  flood 
since  the  rain  this  week,  and  there  is  no  possible  chance  of 
any  sport  at  present.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are 
muddy. — Worcesteh. 

Witham,  flko.  (Mid-Llnoolnshire).— A  number  of 
anglers  made  their  way  to  Boston  in  thel  alter  days  of  last 
week,  but  conditions  were  sadly  against  them,  and  many 
contented  themselves  with  ' '  fighting  their  battles  o'er 
again  "  by  the  rousing  fire  instead  of  wetting  a  line  in  the 
adjacent  drains.  Fishing  was  almost  out  of  the  question. 
After  the  ice  moved  off  there  was  some  little  business  done 
among  pike  on  the  lower  waters  about  Kirkstead,  and 
among  roach  about  Bardney,  and  also  on  the  Bain.  A 
few  Lincoln  anglers  got  small  lots  of  roach  up  to  lib. 
each  from  the  Sincil  Dyke ;  and  at  other  points  small 
baskets  were  made,  but  the  majority  returned  fishless  and 
disgusted.  Anglers  are  very  persistent,  some  travelling 
from  Lancashire  to  Boston. — Luci. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Onse,  &c. 
(Yorkshire).— The  Christmas  holidays  have  this  time 
proved  very  disappointing  to  anglers,  the  great  majority  of 
whom  have  found  the  weather  too  severe  to  indulge  in 
their  favourite  recreation.  During  Christmas  week  the 
rivers  in  North  Yorkshire  district  were  bank  full  of  snow 
broth,  so  that  angling  on  several  days  was  out  of  the 
question,  for  one  could  not  tell  which  was  the  river  bed 
aud  which  the  fields.  Both  the  Swale  and  Bedale  Beck  have 
been  in  flood,  and  the  elements  so  bad  that  no  one  could 
stand  against  them.  There  are,  however,  exceptions  to 
the  rule,  and  the  few  who  have  faced  the  rain  and  the 
snow,  and  the  bitter  cold  winds,  have  been  rewarded  with 
capital  takes  of  fish.  One  well-known  member  of  the 
Black  Ox  Angling  Club,  who  tried  hard  to  win  the  cup, 
had  a  day's  fishing  on  the  Rye.  He  fished  with  paste  and 
maggots,  and  at  the  close  of  the  very  short  winter's  day 
his  catch  was  found  to  consist  of  thirteen  dace  and  seven 
chub.  Some  of  the  chub  scaled  up  to  2Jlb.  On  New 
Year's  Day  a  Stockton  angler  braved  the  north-east  wind 
and  the  biting  atmosphere,  and  angled  in  the  Swale  at 
Norton.  He  started  well  with  the  worm,  getting  two 
brace  of  grayling  in  the  first  half  hour.  Then  the  fog 
suddenly  closed  around  him,  and  although  he  spentacouple 
of  hours  in  fishing  both  up  and  down  the  stream  yet 
he  never  had  another  touch,  and  reluctantly  had  to  leave 
the  river  and  seek  for  warmer  quarters.  On  Tuesday  two 
well-known  York  anglers  visited  Grimesoar,  near  Bedale. 
They  had  a  can  of  lively  roach,  and  were  certain  they 
would  do  the  members  of  the  Black  Oi  Angling  Club  a 
good  turn  by  clearing  their  stretch  of  water  of  some  pike. 
After  tramping  close  upon  two  miles  in  a  downpour  of 
rain  they  arrived  at  their  rendezvous,  only  to  find  that  he 
stream  was  in  a  high  state  of  flood  and  the  water  of  the 
consistency  of  pea  soup.  They  hastily  retraced  their  steps 
homewards  without  even  wetting  a  line.  The  Yore  has 
been  too  high  in  its  lower  waters  for  angling  of  any 
description.  The  upper  waters  are  also  full  ot  "snow 
broth  ;  "  but  I  have  often  proved  grayling  can  be  caught 
in  snow  water,  and  half  a  dozen  anglers,  tishing  between 
Aysgarth  and  Hawes,  had  good  sport  to-day.  I  had  an 
hour  in  the  streams  above  Middleham  in  the  afternoon, 
and  caught  half  a  dozt  n  nice  fish  with  the  brandling  worm. 
There  is  no  snow  on  the  hills  now,  and,  with  fine  weather, 
we  may  expect  better  returns  next  week. — John  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds, 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

North  East  of  Scotland.-^The  weather  in  the  early 
days  of  the  year  has  a  most  important  bearing  on  the 
coming  salmon  season,  and  at  present  this  is  mainly  in 
favour  of  an  early  run  of  fish  as  far  as  the  east  coast  rivers 
are  concerned.  Although  in  the  north  and  west  a  fresh 
snowstorm  has  been  experienced,  and  so  matters  are  not 
so  favourable  in  the  far  north.  Interest  in  angling  matters 
is  reviving  and  getting  more  and  more  intense  as  the 
season  wears  on,  although  it  will  be  fully  a  month  yet  before 
the  close  time  expires  on  the  bulk  of  Scotch  waters.  The 
Scotch  Fishery  Board  dfliciuls  have  been  busily  engaged 
stocking  their  new  experimei  tal  station  at  Nigg.  Aberdeen, 
but  the  first  efforts,  which  were  concluded  on  Friday  last, 
were  not  so  snooessful,  on  account  of  the  stormy  weather, 
as  could  have  been  desired. — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Blaokwater  (Banburb,  oo.  Tyrone).— The  river 
is  in  Hood  just  now,  and  the  last  spawning  salmon  are  on 
the  run.  About  hero  the  fish  have  been  well  protected,  as 
three  very  eflicient  bailiffs  have  been  on  duty  since  the 
month  of  November.  The  season  opens  on  March  1. — 
.1.  A.  H. 

Bash  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim).— The  spent  fish 
are  dropping  down  to  the  sea,  the  spawning  season  being 
now  over.  Springers  are  now  due.  The  season  opens  on 
the  1st  prox. — .).  A.  U. 

811(^0. — The  Slig  ),  or  (iawoguo  river,  opened  on  New 
Year's  Day,  but  owing  to  the  heavy  llooda  and  unfavour- 


able weather  not  much  has  been  done  yet.  Salmon  are 
up  in  considerable  numbers.  The  spawning  season  was 
fairly  good,  though  there  was  a  lot  of  poaching  on  the 
more  remote  tributaries.  This  river  closes  so  early  as 
July  15.    It  is  the  earliest  river  in  Ireland. — J.  A.  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Pier  anglers  have  had  their  fill 
of  sport  lately,  both  day  and  night  fishing  yielding  good 
results.  This  week's  fishers  have  included  Messrs. 
Bowles,  Walters.Todd,  Ray,  Norman,  Honeyball,  Chapman, 
Clarke,  Harding,  Carter,  Holmes,  Russell,  Ralph,  Wood, 
Teynfaam,  and  Skilling,  and  one  and  all  have  made  good 
catches  of  whiting,  pouting,  and  codling  daily.  The 
highest  individual  catch  has  reached  a  total  of  fifty-three 
fish,  and  catches  of  over  two  score  per  rod  have  been  made 
by  more  than  a  dozen  anglers.  Sprats  are  now  being 
taken  in  large  quantities,  and  prospects  of  sport  are  as 
bright  as  could  be  desired. — J.  Richardson. 

Deal. — 0  (ving  to  the  heavy  gales  that  were  blowing  the 
latter  part  of  last  week  nothing  was  done  in  the  way  of 
fishing ;  but  as  soon  as  the  weather  moderated  there  waa 
some  splendid  takes  of  very  fine  whiting,  and  also  some 
takes  of  sprats.  What  few  anglers  were  here  enjoyed  their 
sport  very  much,  the  weather  changing  to  like  springtime. 
To-day  (Wednesday),  strong  wind,  8.S.W. — too  much  for 
fishing.  If  the  weather  becomes  favourable,  in  all  proba- 
bility we  shall  see  good  sport.  —  Edwd.  Hanger 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  weather  is  very  mild  for  this  time  of 
the  year,  and  a  lot  of  rod  fishermen  are  to  be  seen  on  the 
various  piers,  catching  bass  and  grey  mullet.  In  this 
month  hake  are  in  their  prime,  and  are  generally  caught 
in  great  numbers  previous  to  their  returning  to  the  deep 
waters  in  the  channel  to  spawn.  Whiting  are  also  in  their 
prime  during  this  month,  and  are  plentiful  around  our 
coast.  The  markets,  as  a  rule,  are  supplied  by  the 
trawlers,  but  the  best  fish  are  to  be  obtained  from  the 
hookers,  because  they  are  not  so  much  knocked  about  as 
they  would  be  in  a  trawl.  Hand-lining  for  these  fish  is 
carried  on  with  great  success,  as  the  fish  bite  freely,  and 
run  very  large — up  to  18in.  and  20in.  in  length.  Ling  are 
also  in  their  prime  in  this  and  next  month,  until  they 
spawn  in  the  spring.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  the  month 
are  as  follows:  Atherine  (smelt),  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard, 
mackerel,  dory,  skate,  sharp-nosed  ray,  Homelyn  ray, 
sprat,  anchovy,  eel,  ling,  cod,  whiting,  haddock,  pouting, 
coal  fish,  pike,  and  all  shell  fish. — William  Heaedkb 
(B  S.A.S  ). 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).— Small  bass  and  pollack 
being  taken  here. — W.  E.  Laker. 


STOP  PRESS. 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  Telegbaph.- Friday,  Jan.  5. 

Dover. — N.,  light;  moderate. 
Deal. — N. ;  smooth. 
Ramsgate.— N.N.B. ;  smooth. 
Margate. — N.E. ;  choppy. 


Jingling  ^i-efures. 

January  7. 

Blenheim  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Clapham  Strollers :  Prize  outing. 

Royal  George  :  Match  at  Henley. 

South  Bermondsey :  Outing. 
January  8. 

Camden :  Visit. 
January  10. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society :  Lecture  by  Dr.  Patterson 
on  "  Sea  Angling." 


Jan.  14. — Bath  Anglers'  Aeaooiation :  Annual  general 
meeting. 

,,    14  — Batteraea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Reading. 

,,    14. — Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Competition. 

,,    14. — Izaak  Walton :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,    14. — Phoenix  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

,,    15. — West  Ham  Brothers  :  Visit. 

,,    17. — Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  pi-ize  outing. 

,,   21. — Crown  and  Buckland :  Outing  to  Harlow. 

,,   22. — Original  Alexandra  :  A.B. 8.  concert. 

,,   30. — Original  Alexandra  :  Supper. 


Ecpotts  from  CIu&s 


We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  It's  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  "riinraday 

Evaningr.  Addrefm  "Editor  Fishing  Gazkttk,  St. 
Diiiiiilan's  JIoHae,  Feltcr-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Cluh 
Report  "  oiUmle  envelope. 

Anglers'  Assoolatlon. — The  monthly  finance  com- 
mittee will  meet  on  Monday  evening  next,  Jan.  8,  at 
eight,  and  the  general  committee  at  8  30. — R.  Giiurney. 

Aniflers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  bog  to  uoknowlcdgo  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£2  17s.  (id.,  proceeds  of  the  Golden  Barbel  Angling 
(Society's  smoking  concert.  The  next  committee  meeting 
will  take  place  on  Friday,  Jan.  12,  at  8.39.— R.  Giiurnky. 

Anglers'  Association  (North  and  Nortii-rast 
Distric  t)  Visiting  List. —  Will  secretaries  of  the 
above  district  take  note  that  the  Walthamstow  Brothers 
A. 8.  have  tl  eir  return  visit  on  li'eb.  14  P  If  any  other 
club  would  like  a  return  visit  before  the  above  date  will 
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they  kindly  let  me  know  eo  as  to  be  able  to  annoance  t  at 
the  next  delpgate  meeting  ?— T.  R.  C.  Lamonb. 

Anglers'  Bsnevoleat  Sacisty.— Anglins  Com- 
ETITION.  Committee  rooms  :  Dake  of  Sassex,  Uxbridge- 
street,  Ifottiog  Hill  Gate,  W. — Special  and  final  notics. 
Will  the  ohairmin,  vice-chairman,  and  all  the  committee 
please  attend  on  TaursJay  next,  Jan.  11,  at  9  p.m.,  to  fix 
date  of  onr  annual  supper  ?  I  hope  every_ committeeman 
will  oblige.  The  supper  is  29.  per  head ;  friends  may  oin. 
— Ben'  Abrahams. 

Albion  Brothers  Ansrlinjr  Sooiety,  Tbe 
Prampton  Arms,  WeU-street,  Hackney. — A  Bohemian 
concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  will  take  place  at  the  above 
on  Monday,  Feb.  12.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
next  Wednesday  to  arrange  for  a  match. — H.  Haines. 

Allasou  United  Brothera  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  HUl  Gate,  W. — 
On  Jan.  3  we  had  a  good  muster  of  members  present. 
Several  members  had  fish  on  Boxing  Diy,  but  did  not 
weigh-in.  Amongst  my  take  of  roach  I  had  three  over 
12oz.  each.  All  members  please  be  up  on  Jan.  10,  to  hear 
auditors'  report  and  arrange  last  match  of  season.  I  paid 
£1  14s.  9d.  to  "Fishing  Gazette  Wounded  Soldiers' 
TobacoD  Fund,"  and  we  hope  our  poor  soldiers  will  enjoy 
the  luxurious  weed,  and  wish  them  all  a  Happy  New  Tear, 
and  success  to  their  comrades  at  the  front.  —  Ben 
Abrahams. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Anglingf  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — Several  good  takes  of  fish 
were  recorded  by  Messrs.  H.  Mallett,  sen.,  C.  Canaar, 
and  H.  Hamilton,  all  from  the  Thames.  At  the  usual 
weekly  meeting  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  J.  Jones  presided. 
Notice  of  visit  to  the  Camden  A.S.  on  Monday  next  was 
read  to  the  meeting ;  several  promised  to  attend.  Mr. 
Canaar  elected  as  chairman  for  current  quarter.  Special 
meeting  to  be  convened  for  Wednesday,  Jan,  10,  for 
important  business ;  also  to  select  place  for  monthly 
outing. — W. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Brandon -street,  Walworth. — We  had  a  nicj  show  of  roach  on 
Dec.  31  by  Mr.  Nourse,  and  Mr.  Evans,  and  also  some  fine 
perch  and  jack  by  Mr.  Cornish  and  other  members.  Will 
members  attend  clubhoufe  on  Wednesday  next  for  special 
business,  and  will  members  bear  in  mind  the  next  Central 
visit  goes  to  the  Camden  Brothers  A.S. — A.  A.  C. 

Batt«?Bea  Friendly  Angling  BMlet/,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  Dec.  31  Mr.  A. 
Jenkins  weighed-in  roach  from  the  Thames.  We  fish  a 
pegged-down  match  at  Reading  on  Jan.  13 ;  four  good 
prizes.  Train  leaves  Clapham  Junction  at  8.45  ;  return 
from  Reading  at  7.40.  1  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of 
members. — A.  De.toxge. 

Batterses  PisoaTwrial  Society,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  Battersea. — Next  week  will  be  quarterly 
night,  when  the  baoks  should  be  cleared,  and  also  election 
of  officers.  Our  match  of  the  7th  had  to  be  postponed, 
owing  to  absence  of  members,  as  locale  could  not  be 
decided  without  a  quorum. — T.  Tbingham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Sooiety,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — There  was  a  fair  show  of 
fish  on  the  trays  on  the  last  day  of  the  old  year,  contributed 
by  Messrs.  J.  J.  Hobbs,  J.  Smith,  and  A.  Conn,  Mr.  J, 
Eobbs  heading  the  list  with  lUb.  of  roach.  On  Jan.  3  our 
host,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  weighed-in  221b.  of  fine  roach 
from  the  Thames,  the  largest  fish  lib.  %oz.  The  com- 
petition for  the  January  series  of  prizes,  six  in  number, 
will  be  fished  for  on  Jan.  14;  place  and  conditions  to  be 
decided  at  the  meeting  on  Jan.  10. — Alt.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Societ.v,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Sonthwark-street,  S.E. — Several  members  out  on  Deo.  31. 
Mr.  Merrygold,  barbel ;  Mr.  Foster,  roach  and  dace. 
Will  members  turn  up  in  force  next  Wednesday  to  decide 
place  of  outing  for  January  ? — Wheelhocse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill. — We  reached  our  first 
quarter  on  Dec.  27,  when  we  found  affairs  in  a  very 
satisfactory  state.  Considering  the  short  time  we  have 
been  established  onr  numerous  friends  say  "  we  have  done 
wonders."  We  made  Mr.  F.  Hobbs  a  working  member 
on  Wednesday  last,  and  we  have  promises  innumerable 
from  gentlemen  who  mean  to  join  ua  as  soon  as  next 
quarter  is  over.  I  hope  all  members  will  turn  up  at 
Windsor  on  Jan.  7.  I  have  plenty  of  our  almanacs  left 
if  any  fisherman  would  like  one.  They  are  well  worth 
calling  up  for.— C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomshory  Brothers  Angling  Society.  The 
Windsor  Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  Dec.  31 
Mr.  J.  Koach  weighed-ia  roach,  31b.  14Joz.;  Mr.  J. 
Taylor,  roach,  21b.  ll|oz,,  one  roach  weighing  lib.  6|oz. ; 
Mr.  C.  Davis,  roach  ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Stooker,  dace.  Wednes- 
day next,  Jan.  10,  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  all 
members  are  requested  to  attend. — T.  Pateknoster. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brotbers  Aiigung  »oal«ty. 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bisnop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath.  —  Our  Christmas  prize  distribution  on 
Dec.  22  was  a  great  success,  foity-two  members  taking 
prizes.  I  beg  to  thank  all  those  who  helped  to  make  it 
a  success,  ioclading  Mr.  Gaffee  (Serapis  A.S.)  and  Mr. 
Brockett.  On  Dec.  31,  the  following  weighed-in  :  Mr.  J. 
Baines,  roach;  R.  Hubbard,  roach;  FairbuTn,  roach; 
L.  Stephenson,  roach;  W.  Argent,  roach;  E.  Argent, 
roach;  B  Nursey,  roach;  Mr.  Yeo,  jack;  C.  Wicks, 
perch.  The  next  prize  outing  will  take  place  at  Bures  on 
Jan.  21  for  ten  prizes  and  two  New  Year's  prizes;  go 
down  on  Saturday  night. — P.  Loft. 

Cimden  AngUntr  Sooiety,  The  Locomotive.  James- 
street,  fligh-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— On  Dec.  31 
Mr.  Wbippa  had_  jack ;  Mr.  Taylor,  roach  and  perch. 
Just  a  gentle  reminder  that  our  visit  on  the  Central  List 
tftkea  place  on  Monday  next,  Jan.  8.  Angling  clubs  not 
having  received  a  notice  kindly  take  this  as  snoh. — B. 
Mamhali.. 


Clapham  Jimctlon   Angling    Boolety,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8.W. — 

Members  please  take  not9  that  a  committee  meeting  will 
take  place  on  Monday,  Jan.  8,  at  niae  o'clock  sharp.  We 
have  had  another  prize  added  to  our  list.  Locale  of 
another  day's  outing  will  be  settled  next  Wednesday. — 
G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Sooiety,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Members  were  out  in 
numbers  for  the  Christmas  prize  outing,  but  although  good 
fish  were  taken  no  individual  member  had  sufficient  weight 
to  take  a  prize.  We  therefore  fish  for  these  valuable 
lapsed  prizes  on  Jan.  7,  the  conditions  to  be  open  roving  ; 
all  members  to  start  on  the  morning,  and  I  trust  to  see  all 
prizes  taken. — S.  Violet. 

Clissold  Angling  Sooiety,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wdld-road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Dec.  21  we  had  a 
nice  show  of  roach  from  Mr.  Eastwood.  On  account  of 
the  holidays  we  have  been  deficient  of  fish.  We  had  a 
comfortable  meeting  on  the  2nd  inst. ,  and  arranged  for  com- 
mittee to  meet  on  the  3rd.  Three  members  turned  up, 
making  a  total  of  nine  members  this  last  three  meetings. 
I  trust  my  successor  will  be  better  patronised. — T. 
Faulkner. 

Cosy  An^Ung  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — A  special  meeting  is 
arranged  for  Jan.  10,  when  I  hope  all  membsrs  will 
attend. — J.  White. 

Crovn  and  Bnckland  Piscatorial  Sooiety, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  B.C.  —  Our 
January  outing  will  take  placs  on  the  2l8t  at  Harlow  ;  all 
to  start  on  the  morning;  three  prizes.  Mr.  W.  Seear 
gives  10s.  6d.  for  gross  weight  for  the  month. — G,  H. 
Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brovmlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Dec.  31  a  few  members 
were  out,  but  the  only  ones  to  score  were  Messrs.  T. 
Thompson  and  A.  Lloyd,  who  had  a  nice  show  of  roach 
and  dace.  On  Tuesday  a  fair  attendance.  The  secretary 
asked  for  a  week's  grace  to  produce  the  balance-sheet, 
which  was  granted.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday,  the  9ch,  to  hear  the  same  read.  Do  not  forget 
the  rules  if  abaent.  There  are  some  prizes  in  hand  to  be 
competed  for. — S.  Malby. 

Forest  Gate  Piacatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gute,  E. — Only  a  few  of  our  mem- 
bers were  out  during  the  holidays,  Mr.  Durell  taking  a 
prize  for  the  largest  jack  for  December,  51b.  6oz.  Prizes 
oSdred  for  best  takes  of  roach  were  won  by  Messrs. 
Durell,  Creeke,  and  Head  respectively,  Mr.  Creeke 
weighine-in  a  specimen  roach. — H.  P.  C. 

Oood  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch. — On  Deo.  24  Mr.  W.  Herorn  brought 
in  3511».  of  fine  roach ;  also,  on  the  31st,  131b.  of  the  same 
class.  No  one  else  did  anything.  A  good  many  members 
out  during  the  Christmas  holidays,  but  met  with  poor 
sport. — R.  Murphy. 

Haroonrt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms, 
Haxcourt-street,  N.W. — We  had  a  fine  show  of  fish  on 
Dec.  31,  including  some  fine  rudd  (largest  lib.  9oz.).  The 
show  included  jack,  chub,  roach,  and  rudd,  the  most 
specimen  fish  we  have  had  weighed-in  in  one  day. — A.  E. 
Payne. 

HoUoway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — Our  meeting  of  Jan.  3  was  well 
attended.  The  supper  which  was  to  have  taken  place  on 
the  second  Wednesday  in  January  has  been  postponed  till 
the  second  Wednesday  in  February,  when  prizes  for  the 
last  two  outings  will  be  presented.  We  have  taken  a  nice 
piece  of  water,  extending  some  two  miles,  which  has  been 
placed  at  our  disposal  by  a  prominent  member  of  this 
society. — A.  Clayton. 

Konndsfield  Outers  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Lion,  Lower  Edmonton. — Our  members  have  not  been 
doing  much  during  the  holidays.  On  Deo.  31  we  had  a  few 
roach  from  the  Lea. — W.  Mog». 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — At  our  last  meeting  (2:jDh 
ult.)  it  was  decided  that  on  and  after  Tuesday,  Jan.  9,  our 
meeting  night  should  be  altered  from  Thursday  to 
Tuesday.  Messrs.  McGuinness  and  Bishop  were  elected 
auditors.  An  outing  was  placed  on  the  agenda. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  tsoolety,  Myddie- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.  —  Since  last  report  the 
following  weighed-in :  Mr.  Wilkes,  dace,  on  Dec.  17, 
saving  the  club  from  a  blank.  Several  of  our  members 
were  out  during  tbe  holidays,  but  had  little  sport.  On 
Dec.  31  Mr.  Burwash  weighed-in  dace  and  gudgeon,  also 
saving  the  club  from  a  blank. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.  —  The  prizes 
competed  for  were  not  taken,  and  they  will  be  fished  for 
again  on  Jan.  14  and  17,  cn  the  same  conditions.  It  is 
with  deep  regret  I  have  to  announce  the  death  of  a  much 
respected  member  of  this  society,  Mr.  A.  Furlong,  who 
died  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  inst.,  after  a  long  and 
painful  illness  extending  over  two  years.  He  leaves  a 
widow  and  six  children  to  mourn  his  loss. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
bad  our  first  blank  of  tbe  season.  (3ar  members  were  ont, 
sport  being  very  bad  with  them.  We  had  our  quarterly 
meeting  on  the  8rd.  Will  members  in  arrears  please 
attend  and  clear  the  books  at  their  earliest  convenience  ? — 
G.  Bence. 

Iilnooln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N. — On  Wednesday  last,  Mr. 
Bryant,  a  few  nice  roach,  one  fish  over  lib.,  winning 
ninth  prize  in  Christmas  outing.  On  Dec.  31,  1899,  Mr. 
Cook  saved  the  club  from  a  blank  with  a  few  roach.  A 
special  meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday,  Jan.  17,  to 
arrange  prize  outing  ;  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on  tbia 
occasion. — W.  Watling. 


Liverpool  Angling   Association,  Bee  Hotel, 

Queeu-tquare. — No  angling  beyond  an  odd  member  or  two 
going  on  the  warpath  for  pike,  of  which  a  few  small  ones 
have  been  obtained.  The  weather  is  most  di-agreeable— 
wet,  foggy,  and  damp,  quite  unfit  for  those  rheumatically 
inclined  to  linger  in.  The  days  are  very  short,  too,  and 
by  the  time  you  get  your  rod  up  it  is  almost  time  to  take 
it  down  again.  But  the  natural  patience  which  the  genuine 
angler  has  such  a  fine  stock  of  will  carry  them  on  for 
another  month  or  so,  when  the  trout  may  be  angled  for. — 
Hd.  Wooliall. 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association  (Late 
East  End),  Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation-row. — 
The  annual  general  meeting  (being  the  first  under  the  new 
title)  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next,  the  8th  inst., 
at  the  Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation-row,  to  receive 
the  report  of  work  done  by  the  committee  for  1899  and 
elect  officers  and  committee  for  the  ensuing  year.  Other 
important  business  will  be  brought  forward,  and  it  is 
therefore  desirable  that  as  many  members  as  possible 
should  be  in  attendance  at  the  time  appointed,  viz.,  eight 
o'clock  prompt. — Green  Rod. 

Iffaldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society, 
White  Lion  Inn,  Maldon,  Essex. — The  competition  on 
Boxing  Day  in  connection  with  the  above  society  was  not 
well  contested,  several  members  being  ill.  The  first  prize 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Springett,  with  roach ;  second,  S. 
Vince,  roach  ;  third,  R.  White,  roach.  Mr.  J.  Freeman, 
un.,  has  caught  some  splendid  roach  during  the  past  week 
from  the  Langford  waters,  several  scaling  over  lib.  each. 
On  Dec.  31  Mr.  Sanders  had  a  fine  show  of  large  roach, 
several  over  a  lib.  each  ;  and  Mr.  F.  Homer  also  secured 
a  dozen  fine  roach.  Messrs.  Briggs,  Bros. ,  T.  Springett,  and 
F.  Anderson  had  fair  sport  with  roach,  the  water  being  in 
good  colour  for  roaching.  The  remaining  prizes  of  the 
M.  and  H.A.S.  will  be  fished  for  on  the  6th  inst.,  and  it  is 
hoped  members  will  muster  at  two  o'clock.  The  Langford 
waters  are  again  giving  sport  with  good  roach,  and  tickets 
are  being  issued  at  3s.,  available  up  to  March  15.  Apply 
to — F.  Keen. 

merry  Anglers  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.  —  Will  secretaries 
please  note  that  in  future  all  communications  for  G. 
Merry  to  be  addressed  to  the  above  ? — G.  Merry. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Sooiety,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Dec.  31 
Mr.  Hart  saved  us  from  a  blank  with  a  nice  show  of  roach. 
On  Jan.  10  a  special  meeting  will  take  place  to  consider  an 
outing,  hopirg  we  shall  have  a  good  muster. — G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — During  the  holidays  only  two  members 
weighed-in — Mr.  Pink,  jack  ;  Mr.  Hayes,  roach  and  dace. 
On  Dec.  31st,  Mr.  Adams,  jack;  Mr.  T.  Harris,  roach; 
Mr.  G.  Hayes,  roach.  The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  2 
Eastern  District  Visiting  List  takes  place  at  the  above  on 
Tuesday,  Jan.  16,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — H. 
Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Sooiety,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green,  E.  —  On 
Deo.  31  Mr.  A.  Birch  weighed-in  4Jlb.  roach.  We  have  a 
concert  on  Jan.  22  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S. ;  hope  to  see  a 
room  full  of  friends.  Our  supper  takes  place  on  Jan.  30. 
Owing  to  unforeseen  circumstances  our  concert  in  aid  of 
the"  Fishing  Gazette  Soldiers'  Tobacco  Fund"  cannot 
take  place.  The  sheet  will  be  passed  round  instead. 
Jan.  10  is  general  meeting  night ;  hope  to  see  all  members 
attend.— G.  Barrs. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Several  members  have 
been  out,  but  were  not  favoured  with  very  good  sport.  A 
competition  will  be  held  on  Feb.  4,  at  Pulborough,  for  a 
prize  given  by  Mr.  C.  Dold.  We  enclose  a  second  instalment 
of  253.  for  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  Soldiers'  Tobacco  Fund." 
Next  meeting  night,  Tuesday,  Jan.  9. — E.  Dyball. 

Park  Angling  Sociecy,  Park  Hotel,  Park  Lane, 
Tottenham. — Several  of  the  above  members  were  out  on 
Dec.  31.  The  following  had  fish  :  Messrs.  Reitz,  perch 
and  jack;  Mr.  White,  perch;  Mr.  Houghton,  perch; 
Hopton,  roach  ;  Absolom,  roach.  At  our  usual  meeting 
on  Tuesday  we  had  a  good  muster.  All  members  are 
retiuested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  fix  date  for  the 
concert  in  aid  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  Tobacco  Fund." — 
W.  S. 

Phoenix  Angling  Sooiety,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W. — Mr.  Austin,  191b.  of  roach  cn  Slst  ult. 
On  Jan.  14  we  fish  for  three  prizes,  from  Maidenhead  to 
Bourne  End  Bridge,  all  to  go  down  on  the  morning  ;  tow- 
path  only,  one  rod,  no  entraining,  leave  off  fishing  at  5  30, 
all  to  walk  back  to  Maidenhead  Station. — R.  0. 

Bioyal  eeorge  Angling  Sooiety,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-equare. — We  had  a  very  fair  show 
of  fish  in  our  club-room  on  Dec.  31.  Last  meeting  night 
we  were  fairly  attended,  and  got  through  what  business 
there  was  to  be  done.  We  fish  a  competition  at  Henley 
on  Jan.  7  for  a  grand  series  of  prizes,  and  hope  to  see  all 
members  on  that  occasion. — G.  Gibbons. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Mitford  Tavern, 
Amhurst-road,  Hackney,  N.E. — Our  next  outing  will  be 
on  Jan.  14,  to  fish  the  river  Stour  at  Bures.  Several 
prizes  are  open  to  be  fished  for.  Messrs.  Gwynn  and 
King  were  out  during  the  holidays,  and  had  some  nice 
shows  of  roach. — H.  Gaffee. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — A  few  of 
our  members  were  out  on  Dec.  31,  with  the  following 
results:  Mr.  W.  Roach,  6lb.  5Joz.  ;  E.  Henson,  51b.  loz  ; 
Ben  Smith,  31b.  14Jlb. ;  S.  King,  31b.  7oz.  W.  Spencer 
also  weighed-in  dace,  winning  a  prize  given  by  Mr.  W. 
King,  of  the  Golden  Barbel  Angling  Club.— W.  Alois. 

South  Benuondsey  Pisoatorials,  Institute, 
Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.— On  Dec.  31  Mr.  W. 
Streeton  again  adorned  the  tray  with  a  nice  show  of  roach, 
largest  fish  l^lb.,  whioh  saved  the  olub  from  a  blank.  I 
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hope  all  members  will  endeavour  to  attend  the  monthly 
outing.— J.  H.  Datis. 

Stratfbrd  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E  — On  Dec.  31  the  follow- 
ing weighed-in :  Mr.  Sandiland,  roach ;  Mr.  Grande, 
roach;  Mr.  Friend,  roach.  1  hope  members  will  attend 
next  Tuesday,  to  mate  arrangements  for  another  outing. 
— G.  A.  Payne . 

W&lliam  Ghreen  bad  ChelseB  As^Ubc  Sooie^:?. 
Black  Bull.  Fulham-rcad,  S.W,— A  fairly  fully  attended 
meeting,  and  we  have  much  pleasure  in  informing  absent 
members  that  Mr.  Glaee  is  proceeding  very  favourably 
sicce  the  operation  on  Monday  last,  and  we  hope  to  see  him 
back  among  us  soon.  Members  are  particularly  requested 
to  attend  in  force  next  week — election  of  otEeers,  &o. — 
W.  W.  D. 

Waltham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Waltham  Abbey. — This  society  wound  up  the 
season  with  a  supper  at  the  King's  Arms,  Waltham 
Abbey,  on  Dec.  30.  The  club  was  presented  with  a 
special  prize  of  20ib.  of  beef  from  Mr  Lavene.  Mr.  W. 
Perry,  of  the  King's  Arms,  presented  the  club  with  a  pair 
of  fowls  for  the  ccoasion.  After  the  supper  harmony 
prevailed. — A.  Gaywood. 

West  Ham  Brotliers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Since  my  last 
report  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Burling,  roach  ; 
J.  Xewton,  roach ;  F.  Homer,  roach;  and  Carter,  iud., 
roach.  I  with  to  remind  the  secretaries  in  the  No.  1 
Eastern  Distiict  that  the  next  visit  comes  off  at  our  club 
on  Jan.  15,  at  8  p.m.  sharp. — K.  Lowther. 


My  old  friend  and  brother  angler,  Dr.  Brownfield 
Bateman,  is  once  more  back  in  old  England.  Instinctively 
he  steered  his  way  to  St.  Dunstan's  House,  where  the 
editor,  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston,  had  audience.  Amongst  the 
peculiarities  with  which  his  name  (as  a  member  of  the 
B.S.A.S.)  is  associated  came  some  lovely  chameleons — 
green,  brown  (et  hoc  genus  omnes) — some  custard  apples 
from  Madeira,  some  grenadillas  (fruit  of  Pastion  Flower), 
and  EOme  Cape  gooseberries. 

 >  »  ♦  ♦  <  

By  the  way,  the  chameleons  which  the  genial  doctor 
presented  to  the  editor  are  thriving  wonderfully.  The 
question  arose  as  to  the  best  food  for  them.  "  Pii?B," 
said  the  doctor.  "  Close  season  for  flies,"  says  the  editor ; 
but,  with  his  usual  ready  wit  and  aptitude,  said,  "  We  can 
make  them  "  !  He  is  making  them.  Gentles  have  been 
commandeered  from  all  ports  (I  mean  all  parts).  They 
are  placed,  under  his  directions,  in  a  "warm  corner" — 
(how  would  they  get  on  at  Ladysmith  ?) — and  are  hatching 
out — real  bluebottles  ! 

 >»♦■»<  

Or  course,  I  was  anxiously  awaiting  the  ship  at  the 
Docks,  and  niturally  expected  something  beside  fruit  and 
chameleons  !  Where  were  the  big  sharks,  the  yellow- 
tails,  the  gheelbeck,  the  Cape  salmon,  the  snook,  the 
second  edition  of  tho  hundred-weight  skate  of  which  we 
members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  partook  at  Craig's  (Fleet- 
street),  and  which  was  on  the  menu  for  a  week? 
Where,  oh,  where  was  the  brother  to  the  Boers  (I  mean 
that  fish  which  left  an  arcma  at  the  Piscatorial  Society  on 
the  Monday,  and  ditto  attheB.S.A.S. on  the  Wednesday  P 
Non  est.  Why  ?  Because  the  doctor  was  unable  to  ply 
hia  art  on  account  of  the  numerous  stean  ships  (about 
forty)  anchored  in  Table  Bay.  You  see,  it's  like  this  : 
The  ashes  are  thrown  oveibiard,  consequently  small  fish 
do  net  feed — ergo  the  large  fieh  cannot  on  the  smaller  fish. 
M.  le  Medicin  yon  must  alter  all  this  when  we've  painted 
the  map  afresh ! 

 >  »♦■»<  

Mr.  Cecil  Howlett  (of  Eton)  turned  six  dozen  jack 
and  500  roach  into  the  Thames  recently  for  the  Windsor 
and  Eton  Preservation  Association. 


More  attractions  at  the  Royal  Aquarium.  Grand 
holiday  performances  daily.  The  splendid  gas  lighting 
exhibition  all  day,  where  cooking,  heating,  and  lighting 
can  be  seen  in  every  variety  of  process  ;  and  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  next,  in  St.  Stejjhen's  Great  Hall,  a  cat 
show,  organised  by  the  Cat  Club,  in  aid  of  the  War  Fund, 
when  cats  from  all  parts  of  the  world  will  be  on  view. 

 >♦«♦<  

Wbiti.vo  on  Thursday,  Jan.  4,  Mr.  E.  Collinson, 
•f  St.  Ives,  Hunts,  says :  "  The  last  twenty-four  hours 
has  been  rain,  rain,  and  has  almost  brought  the  river 
bank  high,  so  that  pike  fishing  is  out  of  the  question. 
Deeply  coloured  and  a  regular  flush,  good  reaching  can 
be  had,  and  I  liope  to  get  tome  fine  ones  very  shortly,  as  I 
intend  venturing  out  on  my  favourite  roaching  (if  I  am 
able  to  do  so),  but  I  thought  it  best  to  let  yon  know  the 
altered  condition  of  the  river,  so  that  no  pike  anglers  came 
down  only  to  be  disappointed." 

 )-^-»-<  

Til  K  following  is  culled  from  the  flporting  Life  of  Thurs- 
day, Jan,  4,  1900 : 

"liuiTJHii  Ska  An(;i.krb'  Sociktv. 

"  Although  established  no  longer  than  seven  vears  ago, 
this  society  has  now  the  extraordinary  membership  of  'JOO 
'  good  and  true '  salt-water  fifhermen.  Many  of  the 
memberH,  of  c  .urte,  find  sport  with  fresh-water  fish,  and 
it  is  in  tho  Hcir-ntitio  t-t^le  of  fishing  with  tho  rod  and  line 
with  fine  tackle  that  tho  great  mn jority  ulluro  and  capture 
the  deDiKeni  of  the  '  briny,'  and  solid  and  substantial  are 
tba  rMults  of  their  eilorta.    At  the  society's  annual  gold 


medal  competition  at  Deal,  ia  November  last,  the  b3it 
conger  taken  weighed  29^1b.,  the  largest  cod  101b.,  and 
the  heaviest  coalfish  101b.  Fine  sport,  it  may  well  be 
imagined,  those  heavy  fish  gave  to  the  holder  of  the  rod. 


"  The  society  had  its  first  headquarters  at  the  Cannon- 
street  Hotsl,  thence  removing  to  the  Holborn  Restaurant, 
and  last  evtning  (Wednesday)  saw  the  inauguration  of 
a  new  home  at  the  Rainbow  Tavern,  Fleet-8treet,_  the 
occasion  being  a  gereral  meeting  and  'house  warming.' 
Mr.  R.  Preston  Gardner  took  the  chair,  and  was  supported 
by  the  following  gentlemen:  W.  T.  Green,  Georse  Read 
Clarke,  G.  Wheeler,  A.  W.  Parker,  Croft  Handley, 
Charles  Handley,  E.  M'Fee,  T.  B.  Bates,  H.  W.  Lane, 
Dr.  Patterson  (hon.  sec),  E.  M.  Mallet,  G.  H.  Howard, 
A.  R.  Matthews,  and  others. 


"  Following  a  committee  meeting  and  the  routine  of 
a  general  meeting,  the  time  was  spent  in  conviviality 
according  to  an  angler's  turn  of  mind.  The  programme 
consisted  of  music,  '  wetting  the  fish's  head,'  and  angling 
tales,  the  latter  being  well  spiced— so  much  so  that '  cmn 
grano  ^gIIk'  was  on  the  tongue,  if  not  uttered,  by  the 
majority  of  the  anglers  present,  and  that  fact  of  itself 
speaks  volumes.  Dr.  Patterson's  '  Fishing  Story,'  if  not 
'taking  the  cake,'  certainly  was  up  to  the  standard,  and 
being  described  ia  the  interlude  as  '  an  American  one,  but 
nevertheless  true,'  tickled  the  fancy  even  of  the  most  con- 
firmed '  Ananias.'  Votes  of  thanks  to  the  woithy  chair- 
man and  host,  Mr.  Cooksey,  closed  a  most  harmonions  and 
very  merry  evening." 


Just  another  word  or  two.  Messrs.  Majlett,  Lane,  and 
Lacey  were  responsible  for  such  an  admirable  entertain- 
ment. Mr.  Reeves  presided  at  the  pianoforte  in  his  own 
inimitable  manner ;  and  Mr.  E.  T.  Lacy  (a  mimic  of  the 
first  order)  fairly  deceived  us  in  his  imitation  of  dear  old 
Ned  Hanger.  I  shut  my  eyes  and  thought  I  was  at  Deal 
— but  shortly  after  found  that  I  was  in  Fleet-street. 


While  our  gallant  yeomanry  and  volunteers  are  hurry- 
ing forward  for  the  purpose  of  "manning"  the  depleted 
columns  of  our  brave  army  at  the  front,  my  young  friend 
Walter,  of  that  ilk,  has,  as  ia  his  wont,  been  "  manning  " 
the  columns  of  my  cheery  contemporary  Spare  Moments. 
He  has  the  gift  cf  versification  "  wery  gallopin,"  as  the 
elder  Mr.  Weller  would  have  expressed  it.  Tap  him 
anywhere  and  anyhow  you  like  and  poetry  gntlies  forth, 
and  first  rate  poetry,  too.  Week  after  week  he  has 
written  poems  for  Spare  Moments.  This  week's  is 
unusually  good  even  for  him.  It  is  called  "  The  Trumpet 
Call  to  Arms ;  or,  Who'll  Lend  a  Hand  ?  "  and  has  the 
patriotic  and  domestic  sentiment  very  happily  blended. 

 >♦«■»<  

Want  of  spice,  not  want  of  inclination,  prevents  my 
quoting  it  all,  and  I  must  perforce  content  myself  with 
one  verse.    Here  it  is : 

Every  loyal  heart  is  eager  to  lend  his  country  aid, 

Each  mother  cheers  her  patriotic  son  ; 
She'll  steel  her  heart  to  sorrow,  for  she  knows  that  he  is 
made 

Of  the  stuff  with  which  our  Empire  vast  was  won. 
She  will  button  up  the  tunic  of  the  boy  who  leaves  her 
side. 

She  will  murmur,  "  Do  your  duty,"  as  they  part ; 
She  will  murmur,  "  God  bo  with  you,"  as  he  marches 
forth  with  pride. 
But  she  will  not  let  him  see  the  teardrops  stait. 
When  the  trumpet  calls  to  arms. 
And  the  sound  of  war's  alarms 

Re-echoes  through  each  corner  of  the  land, 
Every  mother's  heart  will  glow 
With  pride  as  she  says,  "  Go, 
You  are  wanted  out  there,  Joe — 

To  lend  a  hand." 
Congratulations,  Mr.  Manning,  on  good,  healthy  senti- 
ments well  expressed. 

All  The  Forces. 
N  avy's  on  the  scene  already, 
A  rmy's  standing  strong  and  steady ; 

V  olnnteers  will  join  the  forces, 

Y  eomanry  are  buying  horses.       — Qhibe. 

 >»»■*■<  

In  answer  to  the  question  put  last  week  by  a  correspon- 
dent as  to  the  spelling  of  the  word  "  Lee,"  or  "Lea,"  the 
following  has  been  received  : 

Be  it  double-E,  EA,  or  eigh, 

That  river  so  well  known  to  meigh, 

I  must  try  to  find  out,  for  we  all,  without  doubt, 

Are  just  a  weigh  bit  at  seigh. 


A  Christmas  turkey,  hailing  from  Ontario,  and  selling 
at  Blackburn  for  22^.  8d,,  brought  its  purchaser  the 
following  message  under  its  wing:  "Dear  Friend, — I 
hope  you  will  enjoy  eating  this  turkey.  I  am  sure  he 
never  paid  for  his  raising,  for  he  was  one  of  the  biggest 
thieves  in  Canada.  He  is  fourteen  months  old,  weighs 
351b.,  and  we  sold  him  for  2dols.  (iOj.  Lot  me  know  what 
he  is  worth  in  England." 


On  Saturday  morning,  Dec.  30,  1899,  shortly  after  half- 
paat  ten,  the  popular  and  picturesque  little  riverside 
village  of  Datohct  narrowly  escaped  floodin?  by  the 
Tbariue,  for  at  that  hour  the  entire  centre  of  tlie  Romney 
weir  was  swept  away  by  tho  waters.  The  broken  timber 
went  sailing  away  on  the  crest  of  a  miniature  "  bore," 
which  reduced  the  level  of  the  river  for  two  miles  above 
Windsor  by  2ft.  Oin.,  and  raised  it  below  for  three  milei 


by  I8in.  The  Thames  was  low  at  the  time,  not  having 
been  above  "  head  "  (the  normal  mark)  for  a  week,  oth  r- 
wiee  nothing  could  have  saved  Datohet  and  the  low-lying 
country  between  that  town  and  the  Royal  borough  from 
beirg  submerged.  As  it  was  warning  messages  were 
telephoned  to  Datchet,  and  the  inhabitants  made  for  tte 
river  and  gathered  in  boats  which  were  lying  moored  in 
the  centre  cf  the  stream.  Similar  warcicgs  were  also 
despatched  to  the  lock-keeper  at  Old  Windsor  Lock,  who 
promptly  opened  the  flood  gates  and  let  through  the  rush 
of  water.  By  this  means  the  river  soon  regained  its 
normal  winter  aspect. 

 >  »»♦ <  

The  weir  was  one  of  the  old  wooden  variety,  and 
occupied  a  remarkably  picturesque  position  about  300jds. 
below  Windsor  Bridge,  at  the  head  of  the  well  known 
weir  stream  which  skirts  the  grounds  of  Eton  College.  It 
was  repaired  in  the  spring  of  last  year,  when  the  rymers 
or  supports  which  gave  way  on  Saturday  were  considered 
to  be  sound,  and  were  conseqaently  not  renewed.  The 
weir  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  innumerable  pictures 
and  photographs  of  the  charming  scenery  of  which  it  forms 
a  part,  and  hopes  were  expressed  in  many  quarters  that 
it  will  be  found  possible  to  avoid  replacing  it  by  one  of 
the  modern,  but  less  sightly,  iron  structures  which  have 
been  erected  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  in  many  places. 

The  gentleman  who  signs  himself  Bennorottiin  the  new 
and  enlarged  issue  of  our  old  friend  Punch,  is  evidently  an 
extensive  contributor  to  the  daily  and  weekly  pipers  which 
profess  to  devote  some  portion  of  their  space  to  angling. 
The  amount  of  nonsense,  or,  to  speak  plainly,  "  tommy 
rot,"  which  ia  being  written  on  the  sale  of  dace  from  the 
tidal  waters  of  the  Thames  does  more  credit  to  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  gentlemen  who  are  responsible  for  its  author- 
ship than  it  does  to  their  knowledge  of  the  subject. 
Terrible  consequences,  even  unto  the  total  destruction  of 
the  stock  of  dace,  has  been  prophesied,  and  we  are 
confronted  with  distressing  pen-pictures  of  a  dacelesa 
tideway.    (I  drop  a  tear,  and  proceed.) 

This  is  very  sad,  very  sad  indeed,  but  it  would  be  still 
more  distressing  if  there  was  the  slightest  probability  of 
its  actually  coming  to  pass.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
lower  Thames  is  overstocked  with  dace,  the  result  being 
that  the  specimens  caught  there  are  of  the  scriper  class  of 
architecture.  How  often  nowadays,  in  spite  of  the  huge 
shoals  of  these  fish  that  are  found  in  the  tideway,  and  the 
quantities  that  are  caught  every  season,  do  we  hear  of  a 
decent  half-pounder.  Personally,  I  shall  he  glad  when  the 
last  of  the  licensed  netsmen  has  retired  from  the  scene  of 
his  labours ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  do  not  think  that  the 
lower  part  of  the  Thames  would  be  anything  but  improved 
if  at  least  half  of  ,ite  existing  stock  of  dace  was  taken 
away. 


Here  is  a  good  illustration  of  the  injury  to  angling 
resulting  from  overstocking.  Wherever  this  goes  on 
stunted,  undersized  fish  always  occur.  The  floods  which  a 
few  years  ago  were  so  rife  on  the  Thames,  undoubtedly 
swept  down  into  the  tidal  waters  immense  quantities  of 
fish.  Trout  certainly  do  not  flourish  there,  but  dace  and 
roach  especially  find  it  a  congenial  place  of  residence. 
They  thrive  apace,  but  owing  to  the  restricted  food  they 
do  not  produce,  except  in  isolated  instances,  any  that  can 
compare  in  size  with  fish  of  the  same  species  caught  in  the 
mid  and  upper  reaches  of  our  royal  river.  This  should  be 
a  valuable  object-lesson  to  some  of  those  well  meaning 
people  who  are  crying;  out  that  the  Thames  ia  under- 
stocked and  are  anxious  to  place  fish  in  it  by  the  ton. 
Far  better  to  be  able  to  catch  an  occasional  specimen  than 
a  waggon  load  of  scripers  at  which  even  the  family  cat 
would  turn  up  her  nose  at  on  account  of  their  smallnecs. 


What  a  pity  it  is  that  aerial  navigation  is  not  in  a 
sufiiciently  advanced  stage  to  be  of  any  practical  utility 
for  travelling.  Otherwise,  what  an  opportunity  there 
would  be  for  the  B.S.A.S.,  the  Gresbam,  and  other 
angling  clubs  which  take  an  interest  in  sea  fishing,  to  run 
a  cheap  week-end  excursion  by  express  aeroplsns  to  the 
North  Sea.  It  appears  that  the  freezing  up  of  the  great 
Russian  rivers  has  sent  quite  a  shoal  of  sturgeon  into  the 
North  Sea.  Two  Grimsby  steam  trawlers  have  just 
landed  extremely  large  hauls  of  these  fine  fieh.  The 
Aquarius  captured  no  less  than  fifteen,  and  the  Andes 
thirteen.  The  largest  of  the  lot  weighed  a  couple  of 
hundredweight,  and  was  bought  for  five  and  a  half 
guineas.  Two  or  three  medium  specimens  running  into 
hundredweights  at  five  and  a  halt  guineas  a  time  would 
certainly  make  the  trip  one  of  pleasure  and  profit 
combined. 

A  provincial  contemporary  is  advocating  re-stocking 
operations  for  tho  ocean.  Quite  so.  Admirable  idea, 
The  only  objection  I  can  see  against  it  is  that  the  habitable 
portions  of  the  globe  are  a  bit  too  crowded  to  spare 
enough  land  for  the  erection  of  the  necessary  hatcheries 
and  rearing  ponds.  Otherwise  the  idea  is  a  good  one,  and 
has  my  hearty  and  sympathetic  support. 


A  CHILI)  was  crying  in  a  street  close  by  ObaringCrois. 
A  compassionate  lady,  passing  at  the  time,  stopp  d  and 
asked  him  what  was  the  matter.  The  child  replied,  "  Cos 
I've  lost  a  penny  mother  gave  me."  "Ah,  well,  never 
mind  that,"  said  tho  ladyj  "hero  is  another  for  you,' 
and  proceeded  on  her  way,  but  had  not  gone  far  when  she 
heard  the  little  fellow  bellowing  even  more  lustily  than 
before.  She  turned  lack  and  again  asked  the  cause, 
upon  which  the  little  urchin  answered,  "  Why,  if  I  'adn't 
lost  that  there  first  one  1  ehoald  'ave  'ad  tuppence." 

Dragnet. 
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FISHING  GAZETTE  INDEX 
(See  Supplement). 
With  this  iasne  of  Jan.  6  we  give  an  index  to  tbe 
Fishing  Oazette  from  Joly  to  December,  1899.  We  also 
desire  to  point  oat  that  with  the  current  number  (Jan.  C) 
commences  Volume  XL.  Those  who  wish  to  subBOribe 
for  it  can  do  so  by  sending  a  P.O.  for  10a.  6d.  to  the 
Manag>>r  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Donstan's  House, 
Fetter-lane,  E.C  ,  and  in  return  they  will  receive 
Vols.  XL  and  XLI. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  usual  weekly  meeting,  held  at  Ye  Olde  Rainbow 
Tavern,  Fleet-street,  E.G.,  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  3,  1900, 
at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  R.  C.  Preston-Grardner  in  the  chair,  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  read  and 
confirmed,  the  hon.  see.  read  reports  from  the  society's 
agents  at  Deal  and  Ramsgate.  The  following  ezpsrieoces 
were  then  given  by  members  :  Mr.  Handley  had  been  to 
Yarmouth,  but  only  caught  one  codling  of  under  21b. 
weight,  and  stated  that  no  cod  lines  had  been  laid  for  a 
week  owing  to  there  being  no  fish  about ;  this  seemed  to 
be  the  general  report  from  all  stations.  The  hon.  sec. 
remarked  that  the  present  headquarters  of  the  society  was 
one  of  the  most  historic  coSea  houses  in  London.  It  was 
founded  1656,  had  been  mentioned  in  the  Spectator,  by 
Diokens  in  "  Sketches  by  Boz,"  and  by  the  poet  Gray. 
Upon  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  John  Handley,  the  chairman 
then  proposed  the  toast  to  the  "British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society,"  wishing  it  and  all  the  members  long  life  and 
prosperity  in  the  present  century.  An  interesting  extract 
was  read  from  Capt.  John  Smith's  adventurers,  published 
in  1660  in  the  United  States.  Members  were  reminded 
that  the  illustrated  lantern  lecture,  entitled  "Sea 
Angling,"  will  be  given  by  the  hon.  sec.  next  Monday, 
Jan.  8,  at  8  p.m.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chair  closed  the  masting. 

Chakles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  a  committee  and  ordinary  meeting  of  the  abjve 
society,  held  on  Tuosday  last,  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan 
occupied  the  chair.  There  was  only  a  small  attendance  of 
members,  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  New  Y'ear  festivities  and 
nnishable  weather.  This  latter  was  probibly  the  cause 
of  a  pretty  general  experience  of  coughs,  colds,  &c.,  and 
there  was  an  interesting  discussion  as  to  the  merits  of 
essential  oils,  embrocitions,  and  rest.  However,  Mr. 
Vanghan  had  been  out  fishing  at  Deal,  taking,  on  two 
days,  seven  score  fifteen  whiting,  three  codling,  and 
fifteen  pouting,  and  seven  score  twelve  whiting,  seven 
codling,  and  eleven  pouting  respectively ;  Mr.  Fosbrooke, 
ten  fair-sized  dabs  at  S3uthend ;  Dr.  Ladell  and  Mr. 
Dryden,  a  few  fish  at  Newhaven ;  Mr.  Eldred,  pike  and 
perch  at  Kelvedon  ;  Mr.  Hicks,  a  disappointing  time,  as 
far  as  fishing  was  concerned,  at  Brandon.  To  those  who 
would  like  a  little  roach  fishing,  the  Kelvedon  waters 
should  now  be  found  in  good  condition.  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chair  terminated  the  proceedings.       Hon.  Sec. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
De.  Chas.  S.  Pattebson  gave  an  excellent  discfourse 
on  "Sea  Angling"  before  the  members  on  Monday 
evening  at  th*?  Holborn  Restaurant,  Mr.  E.  MoFee  taking 
the  chair.  The  lecture  was  illustrated  by  a  series  of 
lantern  slides  prepared  from  photographs  taken  by  Mr. 
J.  W.  Z  lehnsdorf,  the  doctor  himself ,  and  other  friends, 
the  apparatus  being  admirably  manipulated  by  Mr.  R. 
Clay.  At  the  ontaec  tne  do<!t<.>r  stated  that  ne  did  not 
ropose  to  give  a  cut  aud  dried  reading  on  sea  fishing, 
ut  rather  to  show  views  of  scenes  connected  with  the 
sport,  and  of  placris  where  it  is  carried  on,  each  picture 
being  described  as  it  was  thrown  upon  the  sheet.  Com- 
mencing with  Deal,  tbe  Mecca  of  sea  anglers,  the  first 
view  displayed  was  naturally  the  North  Star,  a  hostelry 
beloved  of  members  of  the  B.S  A  S.  The  old,  nearly 
defunct  Deal  galley  and  tbe  new  galley  punts  were 
exhibited,  ni  h  scenes  of  various  incidents  wbich  occur  in  a 
day's  outiog,  from  the  diggiug  of  lug  and  the  launching  of 
the  boat,  np  to  the  return  of  tbe  victors  and  the  admira- 
tion of  the  captures.  One  illustration  was  a  life-like 
sketch  of  the  counting  of  the  day's  take  on  the  occasion  of 
a  match  fished  by  the  doctor  and  a  friend  against  two 
other  members  of  the  B.S.  A. S.  for  a  dinner— the  latter, 
the  speaker  jokingly  remarked,  was  not  yeta/ai<  accompli. 
Hand-lining  and  rod  fishing  were  both  fully  ueecribed,  and 
listeners  were  told  the  right  and  wrong  way  to  hold  the 
rod  and  manipulata  the  huge  Nottingham  reel.  Snap- 
shots of  pier  bsbing  were  given,  in  which  several  mem- 
bers of  the  Piscatorial  Society  figured  prominently, 
including  the  late  venerable  president,  Mr.  T.  R  Sachs, 
who,  in  hia  latter  dajs,  took  a  great  interest  in  the 
pastime.  Leaving  Deal  and  all  its  attractions.  South  wick 
was  dealt  with.  Here,  Dr.  Patterson  said,  was  excellent 
fishing  and  fair  accommodation.  Next  came  Leigh, 
famous  for  its  flounder  tifshiug  by  means  of  a  Nottingham 
rod,  roaeh  bottom,  and  float.  Looe,  in  Cornwall,  of 
course,  came  in  for  a  share  of  attention,  and  the  lecturer 
described  in  a  witty  fashion  the  primitive  ways  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Cornish  village,  no  one,  he  incidentally 
mentioned,  having  been  heard  to  make  use  of  the 
commonest  form  of  oath  under  any  provocation  they 
received.  After  pictures  of  Jersey  Island  (Colchester) 
had  been  admired,  several  illnstrations  of  big  sea  fish  were 
exhibited,  including,  amongst  others,  the  tuna  and  great 
sea  bdss  or  jew  tish.  Tnen  the  enemies  of  the  sea  angler 
were  shown,  such  as  the  Rimsgate  trdwler  and  the  kettle 
uet.  The  collection  of  photographic  slides  shown  was  an 
ezc«edingly  pretty  one,  and  the  commentary  nyon  the 


incidents  dealt  with  was  both  interesting  and  instructive. 
Being  somewhat  out  of  the  usual  run  of  entertainments, 
the  lecture  was  the  more  agreeable,  and  it  was  apcreed  on 
all  hands,  when  the  most  cordial  and  well  deserved  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  to  the  doctor,  that  the  members  had 
had  a  very  great  and  uncommon  treat  afforded  them. 

M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


LIFE'S  STREAM. 
Life  ia  like  a  stream  I  know. 

Where,  'mid  waters  muddy. 
All  the  floats,  a  coloured  row. 

Blue  and  green  and  ruddy. 
Represent  poor  mortal  i  weak, 

Swa3ed  by  circumstances. 
Minnows,  stickleback,  and  bleak. 

Life's  uncertain  chances. 

Life  is  like  this  dirty  stream. 

Sometimes  running  clearer, 
We,  the  floats,  with  rosy  dream 

"Think  our  goxl  is  nearer. 
When  a  greedy  fish  below. 

One  of  many  troubles. 
Pulls  us  downward,  fast  or  slow. 

In  a  swirl  of  babbles. 

Anglers  on  the  bank  intent. 

They  who  watch  our  bobbing. 
Destinies  will  represent. 

Feel  our  life  lines  throbbing. 
They  can  puU  us  up  again 

None  the  worse  tor  wetting, 
Ease  the  weight  that  gave  us  pain, 

Cause  of  all  our  fretting. 

Every  man  has  got  his  bait. 

Troubles  oft  inviting. 
Every  man  has  Guardian  Fate, 

Who  will  watch  the  biting. 
Let  us  trust  that  Fate,  who  grips 

Till  the  line  is  rotten, 
Tho'  the  float  makes  many  dips. 

It  never  sinks  forgotten.      — Ketptos. 


SUTTON'S  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 
The  twentieth  annual  general  meeting  and  prize 
distribution  of  this  society,  so  popular  with  all  classes  at 
Messrs.  Sutton  and  Sons,  was  held  in  the  firm's  reading- 
room  on  Dec.  22,  1899,  Mr.  L.  G.  Sutton  presiding,  when, 
after  the  formal  adoption  of  minutes  and  balance-sheet, 
the  president  (Mr.  Martin  Hope  Sutton),  vice-presidents 
(Messrs.  M.  J.,  A.  W.,  L.  G.,and  M.  H.  F.  Sutton),  hon. 
secretary  and  treasurer  (Mr.  R.  Bowsher),  and  committee 
(Messrs.  W.  W.  Albury,  W.  J.  Brown,  W.  H.  Chalk, 
C.  W.  Goseltine,  F.  J.  Plumer,  W.  R.  Smith,  W.  H. 
Stacey,  H.  C.  Tomkins,  and  S.  Warrilow)  were  all  unani- 
mously re-elected.  Failing  any  suggestion  for  revision, 
the  existing  rules  were  again  formally  renewed,  and,  as  no 
further  business  was  projected,  the  chairman  proceeded 
to  distribute  prizes  to  the  value  of  eighteen  guineas 
amongst  the  seventeen  fortunate  anglers  named  below. 
This  highly  gratifying  ceremony  was  both  feli- 
citously and  facetiously  conducted  by  the  chair- 
man, who  was  in  hia  happiest  vein,  and  to  whom, 
and  the  firm  generally,  a  special  vote  of  thanks  was 
tendered  by  Mr,  W.  R.  Smith  for  their  ungrudging 
support  of  the  association ;  Mr.  W.  J.  Brown,  in  seconding 
the  vote,  saying  that  the  club's  very  existence  was  largely 
dependent  on  Messrs.  Sutton's  generosity.  Mr.  Sutton, 
in  reply,  assured  the  meeting  of  his  own,  his  father's,  and 
oo-partuers'  great  appreciation  of  the  club's  doings,  when 
the  meeting  dispersed  with  moat  pleasant  prospects  for  the 
ensuing  eeison.  The  prize  winners  were :  1st,  W.  R. 
Smith;  2nd,  S.  Warrilow;  3rd,  W.  W.  Albury;  4th, 
W.  T.  Bartholomew;  5th,  W.  H.  Stacey;  6tb,  C.  W. 
Goseltine ;  7th,  J.  H.  Sharpe  ;  8th,  R.  Bowsher ;  9th,  J. 
Wicks;  10th,  E.  Tufnail;  11th,  H.  Belcher;  12th,  G. 
Critoher;  13th,  G.  Taylor;  14th,  B.  H.  Leaver;  15th,  A, 
Knight ;  lOth,  C.  Cooper;  and  17th,  E.  W.  Dormer. 


YULE  CAKE  PASTE. 
The  disastrous  floods  reported  from  south  Yorkshire, 
and  the  news  that  the  Deame  had  burst  its  banks  on 
Saturday  last,  and  that  hundreds  of  acres  of  land  were 
under  water,  reminds  me  that  when  a  boy  I  spent  two  or 
three  days  at  Wath-on-Dearne  at  the  home  of  a  school 
companion  one  Christmas.  I  did  not  accept  the  invitation 
with  any  idea  of  fishing,  but  the  open  weather,  the  sight 
of  tbe  river,  and  that  of  a  "  Shefiielder  "  catching  roach, 
made  my  fingers  itch  to  get  hold  of  a  rod.  My  host  was 
n<jt  an  angler,  and  starling  or  fieldfare  shooting  was  more 
in  my  schoolmate's  line  than  "  fooling  time  away  trying  to 
catch  fish,"  aa  he  put  it ;  therefore  there  was  no  chance  to 
borrow  any  tackle.  I  was,  however,  determined  to  have  a 
try  for  some  fish,  and  a  journey  to  the  nearest  telegraph 
office  and  a  wire  home  requesting  my  rod,  net,  and  tackle, 
&c.,  to  be  sent  at  once  was  the  result.  The  tackle  arrived 
the  following  morning.  I  was  not  long  in  commencing 
fishing  operations,  and  picked  up  a  few  nice  roach  with  the 


A  SearculiQhi  from  a  Man-of-Wab  is  one  of  the  grandest 
Hights  in  the  way  of  illumination  that  can  be  produced,  Aa  the 
brilliant  beams  of  light  flaah  acroBS  tbe  ocean  not  tbe  le&st  floating 
fragment  can  escape  the  offlcera'  glaaaea  when  its  raja  are 
direct*!  upon  th«m.  So  do  we  require  a  powerful  light  thrown 
upon  the  working  of  our  system.  Small  arteries  get  clogged 
with  blood,  and  the  valves  of  the  heart  refuse  to  perform  their 
duiiei.  Th*  result  is  those  headaches  and  a  general  feeling  of 
wearineBB,  from  which  we  have  all  suffered.  Holloway's  Pills 
will  rtmove  such  troubles  in  a  very  short  tim* ;  they  strengtbeu 
the  system  and  brighten  the  ipirite 


cookspur  worm,  during  which  I  came  across  another 
"blade,"  and  a  surreptitious  peep  into  his  basket  con- 
vinced me  he  had  had  good  sport,  and  boy  like,  and,  I 
might  add,  angler  like,  I  inquired  :  "  What  are  you  bait- 
iog  with  ?  "  "  Yule  cake,"  was  his  answer.  Worms, 
maggots,  and  wasp  grubs  were  then  the  only  things  to 
catch  fish  with  I  ever  thought  of,  and  an  incredulous  stare 
on  my  part  evidently  convinced  the  man  from  the  Bldck 
City  it  was  my  firm  belief  that  he  was  "  having"  me  more 
effectively  than  had  I  said  so,  for  after  I  had  been  fishing 
some  distance  below  him  for  some  time,  and  had  watched 
him  net  several  roach,  he  shouted,  "  Come  here,  lad."  I 
did  as  requested.  "  Now,"  said  he,  "  you  thought  1  was 
kidding  to  you,  didn't  you  ?  "  I  admitted  the  soft 
impeachment.  "Well,"  he  answered,  kitdly,  "sit  thee 
down  on  that  basket,  and  I'll  show  thee."  I  did  aa 
requested,  and  he  brought  out  from  one  of  his  capacious 
pockets  a  parcel,  which,  when  opened,  contained  meat 
sandwiches,  Yule  cakes,  and  cheese.  "  Now,"  said  he, 
"  that's  what  my  old  woman  has  packed  me  up  for  my 
dinner."  Then  breaking  one  of  the  cakes  in  half,  he  gave 
it  me,  saying,  "Get  that  into  thee."  I  attempted  the 
feat ;  but,  oh  Lord  !  It  was  as  heavy  as  lead  !  And  half 
baked  !  I  was  soon  convinced  that  the  Sheffielder  was  a 
far  more  proficient  angler  than  his  "  old  woman  "  was  a 
cook.  It  took  a  lot  of  digesting,  did  that  Yule  cake, 
although  at  that  time  I  possessed  a  stomach  like  an 
ostrich !  In  the  course  of  conversation  my  companion 
explained  that  he  had  left  his  carefully  prepared  paste 
at  home,  and,  having  nothing  but  bread,  cleeee, 
and  the  Yule  cake  with  him,  he  first  tried  the 
bread  and  cheese  as  baits,  but  after  half  an  hour's 
fishing  without  success,  he  then  made  a  bit  of  paste  up 
from  the  cake,  with  the  success  I  have  recorded.  To 
convince  me  "  that  there  was  no  kid  about  it,"  he  made  up 
some  more  of  it  in  the  palm  of  his  hand,  showing  me  how 
to  fish  it,  and  assisted  me  in  landing  three  large  roach. 
Such  was  my  first  experience  in  paste  fishing.  Since  then 
the  South  Yorkshire  collieries  have  taken  the  place  of  the 
farms ;  and  as  my  years  with  the  love  for,  and  my  know- 
ledge of,  angling  increased,  I  have  fished  a  multitude  of 
other  pastes — some  of  them  fearfully  and  wonderfully 
concocted.  But  no  bait,  although  it  may  have  been 
responsible  for  more  fish,  ever  pleased  me  iialf  as  much 
aa  that  made  up  from  Yule  cake  by  that  angler  from 
Sheffield  that  Christnms  on  the  Dearne. 

John  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 


MR.  MANSFIELD'S  FLY  CASTING 
RECORD. 

"  For  a  number  of  years,"  says  Mr.  A.N.  Cheney  in 
Forest  and  Stream,  "  I  have  compiled  annually  the  fly  and 
bait  casting  records  in  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  aud 
in  giving  the  record  of  Mr.  Walter  D.  Mansfield,  of  San 
Francisco,  I  have  put  him  in  the  expert  class  instead  of 
under  the  head  of  amateur.  Mr.  Mansfield  writes  me  on 
the  subject,  and  I  make  the  following  extract  from  his 
letter : 

"'While  I  do  not  understand  the  word  "expert"  as 
applied  to  fly  casting,  or  the  difference  between  an  expert 
and  an  amateur  record  in  such  event,  I  am  in  no  sense  a 
professional,  and  have  entered  the  sport  purely  as  an 
amateur,  and  with  no  other  object  than  the  pleasure  it 
affords  in  its  companionship  with  fellow  sportsmen,  having 
only  in  view  improvement  in  the  art  of  fly  casting ;  hence, 
if  the  word  "  expert  "  presupposes  professionalism,  I  am 
in  the  amateur  class;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  I  see 
no  reason  tor  cUssifjitig  fly  casting  records. 

"  '  My  record  ot  1899,  to  wit,  133ft.,  was  made  at  Stow 
Lake,  Golden  Gate  Park,  July  30.  It  was  noted  in  Forest 
and  Stream,  and  has  probably  already  met  your  atten- 
tion.' 

"In  putting  Mr.  Mansfield  in  the  expert  class,  I  but 
followed  the  practice  of  the  National  Rod  and  Reel  Asso- 
ciation at  the  tournaments  formerly  held  at  Harlem  Mere 
in  Central  Park.  The  rules  varied  somewhat  from  time 
to  time,  but  in  the  main,  winners  of  first  prize  in  an 
amateur  class  were  thereafter  eligible  only  in  the  expert 
class.  At  one  time  winners  of  first  and  second  prizes  in  an 
amateur  class  had  to  move  up  to  the  expert  class,  and 
there  was  nothing  in  the  conditions  of  the  expert  class  to 
imply  professionalism.  In  1883  the  amateur  classes  were 
open  to  those  '  who  had  never  fished  for  a  living,  never 
been  a  guide,  never  engaged  in  either  the  manufacture  or 
sale  of  fishing  tackle,  and  had  never  taken  a  first  prize  in 
any  tournament.' 

At  the  tournaments  of  the  Sportsmen's  Association, 
held  in  Madison-square  Garden,  amateurs  were  those  who 
had  never  cast  over  65ft.  in  a  contest  with  5Joz.  rods  ;  and 
70ft.  was  the  limit  in  the  black  bass  contests,  with  no 
restrictions  as  to  weight  of  rod.  In  looking  over  the  score- 
books  I  find  in  the  expert  classes  such  names  as  Peter 
Cooper  Hewitt  and  his  brother,  Edward  R.  Hewitt; 
Warren  N.  Goddard,  Robert  B.  Lawrence,  Clarence  M. 
Roof,  John  A.  Roosevelt,  Prof.  A.  M.  Mayer,  Henry  P. 
Wells,  Archibald  Mitchell,  James  L.  Breese,  Gonzilo 
Poey,  Dr.  Spencer,  M.  Nash,  Dr.  George  Trowbridge, 
Prof.  Silvernail,  Frank  Endicott,  and  many  others  who 
would,  those  of  them  who  have  not  passed  into  the 
beyond,  protest  as  vigorously  as  has  Mr.  Mansfield  at 
being  classed  as  professionala. 

"  Well  I  remember  Mr.  Peter  Cooper  Hewitt'a  first 
appearance  at  Harlem  Mere,  for  I  served  as  one  of  the 
judges,  when  he  took  first  prize  from  Reuben  Leonard  in 
expert  trout  class.  He  was  obliged  to  go  against  the  then 
champion  fly-caster  because  he  had  been  a  prize  winner  at 
Tuxedo,  and  cj.sting  against  a  strong  wind,  he  won  with  a 
cast  of  83tt.j  with  Leonard  second,  with  a  cast  of  82tt.  Gin,, 
to  tbs  surprise  of  all  conosrned." 
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The  prospects  of  the  early  spriog  angler  on  those  far 
north  streams  which  open  for  the  season  on  the  12th  inst. 
are  not  of  the  brightest.  From  the  Helmsdale  comes  a 
warning  note  to  any  enthusiast  thinking  of  an  early  cast 
up  there  not  to  venture  for  some  ti  i  e  yet.  The  weather 
is  very  stormy,  and  the  river  frozen  from  source  to  month. 

A  considerable  fall  of  snow  has  again  taken  place  on  the 
west  and  north  coasts.  The  accumulations  vary  from  9in. 
to  12in.  in  the  open,  and  to  several  feet  in  the  corries  and 
glens.  This  ia  all  the  more  welcome  for  late  spring 
angling,  but  till  the  first  rush  of  snow  broth  wears  off 
very  few  early  spring  fish  will  seek  to  face  inland. 

The  Tay  and  Loch  Tay  open  on  the  15th,  and  there  the 
prospects  are  much  better.  The  expansive  waters  are  not 
afiecced  by  a  passing  snowstorm  in  anything  like  the  same 
degree  as  the  small  waters  which  open  about  the  same 
time,  and  fairly  good  sport  is  often  got  on  the  opening  day 
on  the  looh,  even  in  the  teeth  of  a  blinding  storm.  When 
we  say  very  good  sport,  we  speak  comparatively. 


The  fishery  cruiser  Norma,  belonging  to  the  Scotch 
Fishery  Board,  has  been  doing  a  round  of  police  duty  on 


the  east  coast,  the  Moray  Firth  receiving  special  attention  on 
account  of  the  presence  of  innumerable  foreign  trawlers 
fishing  there  just  now.   

Sir  William  Brooks,  Bart.,  of  Grlentana,  has  joBt  made  a 
very  thoughtful  present  of  four  rabbits  each  to  all  the 
railway  drivers,  firemen,  and  guards  passing  Aboj  ne  railway 
station.  The  practice  was  introduced  sime  years  ago  of 
remembering  raUway  servants  in  this  manner,  and  there 
is  scarcely  a  branch  line  now  in  the  north  where  it  has  not 
been  adopted  by  the  local  proprietors. 


Misfortune  makes  some  strange  bedfellows.  The 
Mayor  of  Ladysmith  served  his  time  as  a  stonemason  at 
the  angling  village  of  Aboyne,  Deeside,  where  on  an  off 
day  he  used  to  add  to  his  few  shillings  of  weekly  wages  a 
few  more  by  gillieing  to  the  gentlemen  at  the  inn.  This  was 
some  ten  years  ago.  Since  then  he  has  prospered  in  the 
Dark  Continent,  and  can  now  extend  his  hospitality  to  some 
of  those  who  were  then  his  patrons.  And  they  welcome 
him  to  their  cimp  in  return. 


Mr.  Henry  Ffennell,  in  his  Times  annual  summary, 
thus  off-hand  dismisses  the  two  Scotch  rivers  of  not^  in 
these  words  :  "  I  have  no  communica,tions  from  the  Dee 


or  Don."  Well,  with  regard  to  the  Don,  all  the  salmon 
angling  now  got  on  that  once  famous  stream  is  crowded 
into  the  last  few  weeks  of  October  if  there  be  a  timely 
spa*^e,  BO  he  might  be  pardoned  for  his  off-hand  reference 
to  it.   


But  no  summary  of  the  season's  fishing  can  at  all  claim 
to  be  just  or  impartial  which  thus  treats  of  the  Dee — the 
Qaeen  of  Scottish  waters,"  and  the  model  river  in  the 
kingdom  as  regards  treatment  at  thehaiids  of  its  numerous 
lessees  and  proprietors.   

Certainly  the  fieh  got  on  the  Dee  are  small  compared 
with  some  other  wafers  ;  but  although  they  may  be  con- 
sidered generally  as  light  weights,  yet  Lord  Penrhyn 
landed  a  beauty  of  431b.  on  theCaimton  waters,  which  was 
41b.  heavier  than  the  top  weight  got  on  the  Spey,  And  as 
it  was  taken  with  the  fly  and  duly  reported  at  the  time,  it 
was  surely  worth  mentioning  in  a  season  so  barren  other- 
wise, and  especially  of  heavy  weights. 


The  Don  produces  some  very  heavy  fish,  and  several  over 
401b.  were  creeled  on  the  Grandholm  reaches  ;  bnttillthis 
river  regains  some  of  its  former  prestige  as  a  salmon 
stream,  little  need  be  thought  of  any  lights  passed  on  it. 

Special  Scotch. 


GUIDE  TO  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKERS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


Aberdeen. — Wm.  Beown,  64,  Georgn-at. 

Alnwick — Habdt  Bbos.,  L.  &  N.  British 
Works. 

Impthill. — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Hants. — E.  Chambbblain. 
Aflhbonrne. — D.  and  w.  h.  Fostkb. 
Barnstaple,  N.  Devon.— J.  Eowb,  62, 

High-street. 

Beccles. — E-  Tilnbt  &  Son. 

Belfast. — J-  BaADDBi.L  &  Son,  21,  Caatle- 
plaoe.  

Slrming^liam. — Samxtbi,  B.  Allpobt, 
60,  Whittall-street. 
C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Yanghan-Bt. 
Eeubbn  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 
J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 
James  Moegan,  2i,  Aston-road. 
W.  Nevtell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 
Ndttinq  &  Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 
J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Panl's-square. 
W.  H.  Etdeb  &  Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-at. 
Wm.  Stebnbeeq,  43,Soho-hiIl. 

Bishop  Auckland.— W.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Eod  and  Tackle  Worka. 

Blackburn. — Jambs  Gbeqbon,  Penny-st. 

Bolton. — W.  Blbaklbt,  83,  Newport-at. 

Bridgend.— E.  H.  Dteb,  19  *  20,  Queen- 
street. 


Exmouth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terraoe. 

Fairford,  OlOS. — Samuel  Bubob. 

Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thnraton. 

Ghreat  Yarmouth. — E.  Hannant,  102, 

Market-gates. 
H.  Salinger,  40,  Sonth  Market-road. 

Hastings. — Dowsett,  a.  C,  lO,  York 
Buildings. 

Henley-on-Thames. — Mbad,  Stanley, 

 Dnke- street. 

Hereford. — T.  Cookb,  22J,  Maylord-»t. 

Hertford. — Siuson  &  Co.,  Market-plaoe. 

HulL — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford. — Fbebman  Bbos.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness. — J.  Gbaham  &  Co.,  27, 

Union-street. 
D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis- street. 

Eillarney. — T.  McCartht,  Main-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devom.— S.  Perrott, 

109,  fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  R.S.O.— 

R.  T.  W1LLIA.MS,  Lngg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  — J.b.Bighabd- 

soN,  67,  High-atreet. 
J.  E.  Willingham,  35,  High-street. 


London — Gontimied. 

3.  Bbrnabd  Sc  Sons,  5,  Choroh-plaoe, 

Piccadilly. 
C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-atreet,  S.W. 
Cabteb  ft  Co.,  137,  St.  John-atreet- 

road,  E.C. 

B.  Dillon,  78,  Viotoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

Eaton  ft  Dbllbb,  6  ft  7,  Crooked-lane, 
B.C. 

C.  A.  Evans  &  Son,  78,  Green-street, 

Bethnal-green. 

C.  Faelow  &  Co.,  191,  Strand,  W.C. 

Forrest  &  Sons,  24,  Thomas-street, 
Oxford-street,  W. 

Gee,  19,  St.  Andrew's-street,  St.  Mar- 
tin's-lane. 

J.  Gillbtt,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C 
[Wholesale  ft  Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

W.  T.  Hancock  4  Co.,  4,  Pall  Mall- 
plaoe,  and  308,  High  Holborn. 

Hardt  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.  Branch : 
61,  Pall  Mall. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-rotwl, 
E. 

G.  W.  Hemens  (late  A..  Bnlmer),  62, 

Wandsworth-road,  S.W. 
Holbrow  &  Co.,  40,  Duke-street,  W. 
HoLROTD  Bros.,  59,  Graoechnrob-street, 

E.C. 

G.  Little  ft  Co.,  63,  Haymarket, 
S.W. 

G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James's. 
Ooden  Smith,  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park 

Corner,  S.W. 
J.  Peek  ft  Son,  40,  Gray's  Inn-road, 
W.C. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Martin,  8,  Seymonr-atreet, 
Enston-square. 

J.  Richardson  (late  of  Dnnhill's),  123, 
Enston-road,  N.W. 

Mrs.  SowBRBuTTS,  151,  Commercial- 
street,  E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  65a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 

ston-square,  W. 
P.  T.  Williams  ft  Co., "  Silver  Trent," 

10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — C.  Gbaoh,  Fanoy  Reposi- 
tory. 

William  Bboad,  Qneen-street. 

Macclesfield.— J-  H.  Feabn,  38,Che8ter- 
gate. 

Machynlleth,  —  B.  Pbabob,  Coventry 
House. 


Manchester. — W.  Chambers  ft  Co.,  25, 
Market-plaoe. 

Hardt  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.    Branch : 

12  and  14,  Moult-st.,  Croii-st. 
B.  Bamsbottoh,  81,  Market-street. 

Newark. — D.  Slatbb,  Stodman-at. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J.  R  Bolton, 

147,  Northumberland-street. 
Mubton.  [Wholesale  *  Retail.] 
Thob.  Papb  27,  Collingwood-atreet. 


Newtown,  N.Wales.— Fbbd.W.  Cookb, 
Short  Bridge-street. 

Norwich — A.  J.  Budd  54  London-at.  ; 
J,  J.  RioE,  16,  Wenanm-atreet. 

Nottingham. — S.  Dalb,  7,  St.  John 

atreet. 

Ed.  Dancb,  1a,  Sussex- atreet. 
Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-atreet 
J.  Theakbb,  2,  Broad-marsh. 
W.  Wells  ft  Co.,  1,  Snaaex-atreet. 
E.  West,  28,  Susaex-atreet. 

Oakham. — J.  E.  Whitbhousb,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market- st. 
Oxford. — Jambs  Innbs,  42,  Queen-at. 

Plymouth.  —  Thomas    Bbooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 
C.  A  R.  Brooks,  62,  Southsida-street. 
Heabder  &  Sons,  195,  Union-street. 

Beading.— J-  Pebbt  ft  Co.,  6,  Minater- 
parade.  

(ledditch. — S.  Allcook  ft  Co.,  Standard 

Worka.       [Wholesale  only.] 
W.  Baetleet  ft  Sons,  A.bbey  Mills. 

[Wholesale  only.] 
4X.FBBD  Booker  &  Co.  Midland  Needle 

and  Fish  Hook  Worka. 
H.  MiLWARD  &  Son,  Washford  Mills. 
W.  Vale  ft  Son,  Studley.  [Wholeaale 

only.]  

Richmond  -  on  -  Thames  — Gaynob  a 

Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 
EvEBARD  Ripley,  5,  King-atreet. 

Richmond,  Yorks. — Chaa.  Spbncbb, 

Finkle-atreet. 

Rothbnry  — W.  Matin. 

J.  Soplsbt.  

Scarborough. — S.  M.  Patrick,  5,North- 
atreet,  Newboro*. 

Wm.  J.  Clarke,  44,  Hantreas-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  ft  Maophbbson 
62,  High-atreet. 
Cox  ft  Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea. — B.  Evans  ft  Co.,  Swanaea 
Sporting  Depdt,  Castle  Bailey-at. 

Taunton. — Geobob  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thrapston. — A.  Babqh,  Bridge-at. 

Torrington,  N.Devon.— J.DBabtabd, 

Torridge  House^  

Twickenham.— F.  J.  Ogdbn  Smith,  7 
London-road. 

Uppingham,  Ratlandi.  — J.  L 

Andrews,  High-atreet. 

Walthamstow  —  D.  Bbnnbtt,  la?, 

Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton  — T.  Shakxbpbabb,  «, 

Market-atreet. 

York. — H.  T.  Llotd,  SportBman'a  Depot, 
Davy -ff  ate 


Bridport. — Joseph  Gundrt  ft  Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manofaotnrera. 
William  James. 
Gbobgb  Kenwat. 
W.  Tucker,  Manufaotnrer. 

Suilth  Wells. — Septimub  Pbiob,  12, 
High-street. 
W.  B.  Roberts,  Anglera'  Depdt. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire.- J.  Banks,  37, 
Spring-gardens. 

QtliiS. — B.  Richardson,  " Silver  Fiah," 
Bridge-at  reet. 
William  Da  vies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle. — R.  Strong,  Castle-atreet. 

Castle  Connell. — J.  Enbight  &  Sons. 

Cheltenham. — Jamxb  Ogdbn,  28,  Winoh. 

comb-street. 
Ogdkn  a  Sootfobd,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale &  Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  —J-  B.  Tbumam. 

Olitheroe. — Thomas  Robinson,  8,  Wea- 
leyan-road. 

Darlington.— J.  F.  Smtthb. 

Derby. — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrinrton-at. 

Dublin.— €.  Wxikxs  a  Co.,  26  A  27, 
Esaex-qnay.  [Wholesale  A  Retail.] 

Edinburgh.-  Hardy  Ukoh.,  ."i,  Hontfa  St. 
Davi'l-Htreet. 

Exeter.— W.  Ombornb,  251,  High-ati«et. 
E.  F.  Pbickman,  12,  North-street. 


Langholm, — Job  Anderson,  59,  High-st 
Leamington  Spa. — J.  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linslby  Bros.,  10,  Commeroial- 
atreet. 

C.  J.  Brooks,  43,  Park-lane. 
J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19.  New  Station-street. 

Leicester. — H.  Claek  &  Sons,  Gallow- 
tree  Gate. 

Leybum,  Yorks.- J.  F.  Lton,  Post 

Office.  

Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-atreet. 
[Wholesale  A  Retail.] 

Lincoln. — Andrews  A  Pabkinson,  36, 

Melville-street. 
M.  Barnes,  1,  St.  Swithin's-square. 
J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  —  w.   Rambbottom,  14b, 

North  John-atreet. 
H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-atreet. 
R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebam-atreet. 

London. — S.  Allcook  A  Co.,  60,  Qneen 
Viotoria-atreet.  [Wholeaale  only.] 
T.  Aldbed,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 
Alitbbd  a  Son,  20,  Moorirate-st.,  E.C. 
F.  Anstish,  23,  First-st, Walton  st,  S.W. 
I     Ben  Abrahamu,  25,  Silrer-Hiroet,  Nut- 
i  ting  Hill. 

I  W.  Babtlkbt  a  Sons,  11  A  12,  Gold- 
smith-street, Wood-street,  E.C. 
[Wholeaale  only.] 

j  '  BBNWTinNK  A  Co.,  89,  90,  107  &  108, 
Cheapride,  K.C. 
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Iprdvincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  whole  of  the  Midland  Rulway  travelling  oards  for 
the  Birmingham  Angling  Asaociatioa  have  been  printed 
and  forwarded  to  Derby  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
company's  official  stamp.  They  have  been  returned  to 
Birmingbam,  and  are  now  ready  for  distribation  ;  but 
this  will  not  take  place  until  the  Provincial  cards  are 
returned  from  London  with  the  London  and  North- 
western stamp  attached.  The  Provincial  Associition 
travelling  oards,  which  number  about  10,000,  have  been 
in  London  about  a  fortnight  now,  and  are  expected  back 
every  day.  The  branches  of  the  P. A. A.  that  are  not 
interested  in  the  L.  &  N.W.R.  Co.'s  system  are  now  in 
possession  of  their  cards,  as  the  Great  Western  Railway 
Co.  do  not  stamp  the  cards.  Owing  to  this,  over  2500 
cards  were  dispatched  to  the  Worcester,  Malvern,  Reading, 
Binbnry,  High  Wycombe,  Cradley,  Weston-super-Mare, 
Kidderminster.  Carmarthen,  Cardiff,  Bristol,  Bath, 
Oxford,  and  Gloucester  associations  A  number  of- 
the  cards  will  have  to  be  stamped  by  the  Lancashire  and 
Yoikahire  and  the  Great  Northern  companies,  and  under 
the  circumstances,  the  cards  will  not  reach  the  whole  of 
the  branches  till  next  week.  A  large  number  of  new 
stations  have  been  added  to  the  already  large  list,  and  the 
whole  of  the  fares  have  been  gone  through  by  the  Great 
Western  Railway  Company  and  revised,  which,  in  many 
instances,  will  be  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the  members. 
The  prospects  of  the  P.A.A.  for  the  New  Year  are 
brigh  er  than  they  have  been  for  years,  as  there  will  be 
no  more  fricti  m  with  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  if  it  is 
anyways  possible  to  avoid  it,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the 
financial  position  wiU  exceed  all  expectations.  Mr.  W. 
Honey,  the  secretary  of  the  Bridge  Society,  held  at  the 
Bridge  Inn,  Bridge-street,  Smethwick,  writes  me  to  say 
that  his  club  have  tinished  their  first  financial  year  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  whole  of  the  members.  The  club, 
being  a  new  one,  have  been  put  tj  some  very  heavy 
expense ;  but  siill  the  members  who  were  fuUy  paid  up 
received  the  sum  of  Ss  6d.  as  a  dividend.  This  club  have 
a  very  nice  room  for  their  meetings,  and  are  in 
want  of  a  few  new  members,  and  I  can  strongly 
recommend  the  club  to  anglers,  who  are  not  con- 
nected with  any  angling  society,  living  in  tie  Smeth- 
wick district.  The  Handsworth  Society,  at  their  last 
general  meeting,  decided  to  hold  their  meetings  on  every 
alternative  Tuesday  evenings,  the  object  in  adop  icg  this 
new  departure^  being  to  get  a  better  attendance  of  the 
members.  This  club  is  in  want  of  new  members.  The 
chief  oflSoers  are  ardent  anglers,  and  would  delight  to 
instruct  novices  who  wish  to  join  the  club  into  the  ' '  gentle 
art."  The  club  hold  their  meetings  at  the  Station  Inn, 
Booth-street,  Handsworth.  A  special  meeting  of  the 
Highgate  Society  will  be  htld  on  Monday,  Jan.  15,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  a  president  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  death  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  Perks.  The  Spring  Hill 
Society,  at  their  last  general  meeting,  elected  Mr.  W. 
Fox  to_ act  as  secretary  in  the  placa  of  Mr.  Darley.  Mr. 
Fox  wiU  also  act  as  delegate  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  T- 
Kingham.  A  new  secretary  has  been  appointed  by  the 
Latimer  Society  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Turley.  The  Old 
Green  Man  Society  have  also  appointed  a  new  secretary. 
We  have  had  very  miserable  weather  this  last  few  days  ; 
the  rain  has  b(  en  very  heavy,  and  our  rivers  are  more  or 
less  onfishable,  and  as  a  consequence  very  few  have  been 
out.  Some  have  visited  the  CaUils,  but  very  little  has 
been  dote  Another  pike  juit  over  91b,  was  caught  by 
Mr.  T.  Bayliss,  of  the  St.  George's  Club,  from  the  Gravelly 
HUI  reservoir;  with  this  exception  there  is  very  little  to 
record,  as  the  bad  weather  has  put  angling  to  a  standstill. 
A  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingbam  Angling  Association 
will  be  held  at  the  headquarters  on  Thursday  next,  Jan  11, 
for  the  election  of  the  working  committee  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  an  auditor  from  the  general  body  of  delegates 
At  this  mpeting  a  report  will  be  presented  of  the  interview 
with  Mr.  Willis  Bund  re  the  Severn  licences  question. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  'LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  heavy  rains  of  the  past  few  days  have  broagbt  a 
complete  change  over  the  angling  outlook  in  the  Fen 
district.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Tuesday  night)  most  of 
the  waters  were  in  a  state  of  flood,  and  some  days  must 
elapse,^  even  in  the  absence  of  further  rain,  before 
operations  can  be  resumed.  The  flush,  however,  will 
nod^iubtedly  do  good.  The  waters  had  been  running 
abnormally  low  for  the  time  of  year,  and  the  fish,  as  a 
rule,  were  very  inactive.  Although  the  severe  frost 
checked  sport  somewhat  during  the  tarlier  part  of  the 
Christmas  holidays,  the  thaw  was  so  rapid  on  Thursday 
that  many  rods  wtra  at  work  again  by  the  end  of  the 
week.  The  mild  weather  enabled  roach  fishermen  to  have 
an:>theT  spell,  and  some  nice  bags  were  obtained  on  the 
Glen  at  Snrfleet,  which  is  a  favourite vijuter  resort.  Those 
manipulating  the  trolling  tackle  did  best  on  the  Langri^k 
and  Dogdyke  lengths  of  the  Witham.  When  tbe  floods 
have  subsided  some  good  pike  fishing  should  be  obtained. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
Our  local  anglers  did  not  meet  with  much  sport  during 
the  holidays,  although  various  waters  were  visited.  Odd 
pike  of  fair  the  were  taken  with  live  bait  at  the  heck  ends 
atd  in  the  top  stretches  of  tt  e  river  Bull.  A  few  roa;ch 
were  also  tempted  in  the  deep  waters  with  paste,  but  no 
catch  of  any  note  was  made  in  any  quarter,  the  best  fish 
only  reaching  about  |lb.,  althougti  Mr.  A.  Waites  is 
credited  with  one  from  the  Brighim  district  scaling 
Ub.  2iox.  A  few  pike  are  reported  from  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal,  but  of  no  sir.e  worth  recording  Both 
tbe  rivers  A ncholme  and  Lndd  are  reported  in  fair  condition 
for  pike  fishing,  but  troUers  have  only  met  with  Tery 


indifferent  sport  on  any  water,  the  fish  seeming  sluggish. 

Flounders  are  providing  a  little  sport  in  the  lower  waters 
of  thj  Hull,  likewise  at  the  entrance  to  the  havens  and 
drains  confluent  with  the  river  Humber,  on  botheides; 
and,  on  the  Linooloshire  side,  codling  are  reported  at 
Stallingborough  and  Willingholme,  so  that  with  mussel 
as  bait  no  doubt  we  shall  soon  hear  of  some  good 
fish  of  this  species  being  taken.  The  Alexandra  Angling 
Association  held  their  annual  spread  and  prize  preseiita- 
tion  on  Boxing  night  at  the  Sportsman's  Hotel,  in  Eist 
Hull,  which  was  a  most  enthusiastic  and  enjoyable  affair, 
and  attended  by  a  large  gathering  of  the  members  and  local 
enthusiasts,  including  Mr.  Blythe  Kemp,  the  president, 
and  Mr.  William  Henry  Barker,  the  vice-president  of 
the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association. 
The  jovial  host,  Mr.  Patrick  J.  Robinson,  occupied  the 
ctair,  and  during  the  evening  the  following  prizes  were 
presented  :  SQver  cup  for  the  heaviest  catch  of  fish  in  the 
first  match  of  the  season,  Mr.  J.  Skelton  ;  also  a  silver 
cup  to  Mr.  H.  Wharram  for  the  best  catch  at  the  last 
match,  the  same  competitor  also  being  the  recipient  of  a 
gold  medal,  presented  by  Mr.  P.  J.  Robinson ;  Mr.  John 
Gooch  was  the  winner  of  the  association's  gold  medal  for 
most  points  in  the  matches  during  the  past  season ;  Mr.  R. 
Clark  secured  the  silver  medal  for  heaviest  specimen 
fish ;  and  Mr.  J .  Siddons  a  prize  for  the  smallest  fish. 
After  other  prizes  and  presentations,  the  secretary,  Mr, 
H.  Wharram,  presented  his  report,  which  showed  the 
association  to  be  in  a  very  flourishing  condition  both 
financially  and  otherwise,  and  with  speeches  and  songs  at 
intervals  a  most  successful  and  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent.  The  annual  soir4e  and  ball  in  connection  with  this 
association  will  take  place  at  the  Ripon  Hall  in  East  Hull, 
on  Feb.  15.  On  Jan.  26  the  Clarence  Angling  Association 
will  hold  a  smoking  concert  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Hull,  in 
aid  of  the  local  War  Fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  wives  and 
families  of  the  Eoldiers  fighting  in  the  Transvaal,  when 
some  first  class  local  talent  will  be  in  evidence.  The 
annual  dance  of  this  association  took  place  on  the  1st 
inst.,  and  was  a  very  successful  undertaking. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
Warrington  must  again  take  first  place  this  week  in 
items  of  interest,  as  they  have  just  entered  on  the 
twentieth  year  of  their  useful  career.  The  nineteenth 
annual  report  is  a  remarkable  document,  and  clearly  shows 
what  can  be  done  by  unity.  At  the  end  of  1898  they  had 
309  members,  now  they  have  386  members,  drawn  from 
thirty-two  townships  in  Lancashire  and  Cheshire.  The 
Gowy  has  fished  in  a  disappointing  manner ;  so  has  the 
Lymm  water.  To  improve  the  latter,  orders  have  been 
placrd  for  1000  mixed  fish  and  500  roach,  all  to  be  mature 
fish.  The  Bollin  is  the  latest  enterprise,  and  the  rights 
are  secured  on  both  sides  from  Bollington  Mill  to  War- 
burton,  and  from  Warburton  Mill  to  the  Ship  Canal  on 
the  Warburton  side.  So  far  the  stocking  done  to  this 
water  is  1000  yearling  rainbows  and  1000  very  large  Loch 
Levena,  rainbows,  and  farios.  With  a  view  to  further 
stookiig,  20,000  fario  ova  is  to  be  bought  and  dealt 
with  in  the  hatchery.  A  permanent  keeper  is  to  be 
appointed  who  will  devote  all  his  time  to  watching. 
The  reverse  sustained  by  an  accident  to  the  Old  Quay 
water  is  regrettable,  bat  to  balanae  this  they  have 
acquired  a  part  of  the  Weaver  at  Newbridge,  and  stopped 
certain  netting  operations  Special  prizes,  of  money  and 
medals,  are  provided  for  1900,  and  tbe  specimens  weighed- 
in  for  1899  w  ere  far  above  the  average.  The  Supplementary 
Societ>  is  flouriehing,  and  the  juvenile  branch  doing  we  1 
The  cash  department  is  in  a  sound  condition,  and  a  good 
balance  in  hand.  The  much  talked-of  match  between 
champions  from  Wigan  and  Sheffield  does  not  appear  as 
likely  to  be  arranged ;  at  any  rate,  we  have  not  heard  of 
the  signing  of  articles.  If  someone  in  the  know  would 
enlighten  us  we  should  be  much  obliged.  One  of  our 
favourite  resorts,  Dogdyke,  has  not  afforded  much 
sport  during  the  holidays,  the  river  being  practically 
unfiahable.  It  is  now  fining  down,  and  those  who 
live  in  the  locality  know  how  to  get  good  baskets  near 
the  sides.  The  Liverpdol  Centrals  by  the  time  these  notes 
are  printed  will  have  got  th-iii  annual  over,  and  no  doubt 
with  success  and  satisfaction  as  to  the  results  of  the  past 
year  There  are  many  who  will  approve  of  the  date  as 
altered  by  the  lakes  authorities  from  April  1  to  March  1, 
and  others  who  will  not ;  time  will  show  whether  the 
alteration  is  wise  or  not. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
We  are  certainly  in  a  very  transitory  state  as  regards 
angling  matters,  not  hiving  jet  recovered  from  our 
Chrittmas  festivities.  For  this  week  and  next,  and  in  fact 
the  week  after,  several  important  meetings  are  summcn^d, 
but  all  too  far  ahead  or  too  late  for  present  use.  On  the 
4th  the  Moss  Side  Socials  held  their  annual,  and 
were  in  a  position  to  congratulate  themselves  on 
great  progress  during  1899,  and  confidently  anticipate 
1900.  It  IS  their  intention  to  promote  an  exhibition  of 
stuffed  fish,  which  will  probably  include  other  angling 
trophies  and  pictures  of  piscatorial  subjects,  as  fish  and 
fishing  resorts.  The  final  arrangements  are  anxiously 
expected.  On  Jan.  12  the  George  Angling  Society  hold 
their  first  annual  dinner,  and  on  Jan.  15  their  first  annual 
meeting.  The  writer  is  invited,  but  a  previous  appoint- 
ment will  prevent  him  being  present  in  the  fl-'sh,  but  ia 
spirit  he  will  be  there.  The  Buckland  Angling  S  )ciety, 
wi  h  an  uninterrupted  existence  of  upwards  of  twenty- 
five  years,  have  jutt  elected  their  new  executive  as  follows  : 
President,  Mr.  B.  Wood  ;  vice-president,  Mr.  G  Oliver  ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Johnson ;  secretary,  Mr.  W.  Johnson  ; 
delegate,  Mr.  A.  Booth  ;  and  committee,  Messrs.  F.  Bibby, 
Booth,  and  J.  Bell.  This  society  has  generously 
responded  to  the  appeal  for  help  for  those  in  sorrow  and 
trouble  in  consequence  of  the  existing  war.  The  veteran 
treasurer  is  as  jolly  as  ever,  and  still  full  of  fishing. 
The  Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society  are  expecting  to  do 


some  extensive  stocking  during  the  present  month,  which 
should  largely  improve  their  private  waters.  Our  city 
rods  away  at  Llanymynech  during  the  recent  holidiys  had 
very  fair  sport  with  the  grayling,  making  some  nice  dishes 
of  good  conditioni-d  fish.  Some  locals  do  not  appear  to  be 
80  enamoured  of  the  rainbow  trout  as  they  were  at  first. 
In  some  waters  where  they  were  tried  hardly  a  fish  is  left. 
At  first  they  bit  so  savagely  that  hundreds  were  badly 
hooked,  and  consequently  killed.  To  try  these  fish 
properly  the  water  should  be  closed  for  two  years,  and 
then  see  the  result.  The  writer  once  had  a  permit  for  a 
large  reservoir  into  which  1000  yearlinirs  had  been  turned, 
and  in  two  hours  landed  forty-eight.  These  fish  are  now 
over  21b.,  but  not  one  would  be  alive  but  for  closing  the 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
Sport  with  the  pike  has  been  only  moderate  in  this 
neighbourhood  during  the  past  week.  The  best  catch  of 
the  week  was  obtained  by  two  Norwich  gentlemen  on 
Saturday  last  in  private  water,  the  bag  totalling  nine  fish 
weighing  from  71b.  to  91b.  each.  The  rivers  are  thick 
from  the  rains  and  the  water  from  the  melting  snow,  so 
that  pike  fishing  in  the  rivers  has  been  out  of  the  question  ; 
but  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Bure,  at  Buxton  and 
Coltishall,  some  good  sport  has  been  obtained  with  the 
roach,  which  in  these  waters  run  of  good  average  size. 
From  news  received  t»-day  (Wednesday),  most  of  the 
broads  are  in  fair  condition  for  pike  fishing, 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Another  disastrous  Week  as  regards  sport  has  to  be 
recorded.  The  weather  has  been  very  uns-ttled,  with 
frosts  and  rains  alternating,  and  at  the  period  of  writing 
the  Trent  was  running  in  flood  volume.  Rain  was  also 
descending  in  torrents,  and  possibly  we  are  on  the  eve  of 
a  general  flood.  It  has  been  decided  to  extend  the  pike 
fishing  season  on  the  Kelbam  stretch  for  another  month, 
and  the  big  waters  of  late  experienced  are  certain  to 
replenish  the  "backs"  with  fish.  On  Tuesday  sundry 
fishermen  patronised  the  Wilford  section,  but  no  sport 
was  met  with.  There  is  nothing  doing  at  the  clubs,  and 
news  all  round  may  be  regarded  as  nil, 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
It  is  a  well-known  truism  that  what  lies  at  our  door  is 
lightly  appreciated,  and  so  it  is  that  very  few  Salopian 
anglers  in  the  winter  season  take  .  advantage  of  the 
excellent  coarse  fishing  that  may  be  obtained  in  this 
district.  It  may  be  that  the  inclement  weather,  which  has 
more  often  than  not  ruled  of  late,  has  deterred  fishermen 
from  seeking  the  riverside ;  but,  be  the  reason  what  it 
may,  records  of  sport  have  been  extremely  meagre,  the 
capture  of  a  few  pike — none  very  large — and  here  and 
there  a  creel  of  roach  being  the  only  news  worth  recording. 
This  week  the  Severn  has  risen  very  rapidly,  and  the 
towing  paths  at  Shrewsbury  are  impassable.  The  water 
is,  to  use  an  expressive  word,  "  khaki  "  coloured,  and  there 
is  no  immediate  prospect  of  sport  being  obtainable.  When 
matters  improve,  however,  the  capture  of  some  good 
pike  will  doubtless  be  heard  of,  and  the  backwaters 
and  months  of  tributaries  should  be  diligently  fished 
for  them.  During  this  month  and  the  next,  Mr. 
Willis  Bund  advises  that  every  opportunity  should  be 
taken  to  destroy  pike,  and  owners  of  trout  streams  will  be 
wise  in  adopting  the  suggestion.  It  will  be  interesting  to 
note  whether  any  practical  measures  will  be  advocated  and 
adopted  at  tbe  forthcoming  annual  meeting  of  the  Severn 
Conservancy  Board  to  improve  the  fishing.  It  is  difficult, 
however,  to  see  that  much  can  be  attempted,  considering 
the  low  state  of  the  board's  finances.  The  riparian 
owners  of  the  upper  Severn  appear  to  have  abandoned,  at 
any  rate  for  the  time  being,  their  cherished  hope  of  seeing 
something  like  a  fair  proportion  of  salmon  in  their  waters, 
but  the  Shropshire  Asscciation  and  the  Montgomeryshire 
members  mi^ht,  on  the  other  hand,  interest  themselves  in 
the  trout  fisheries,  as  good  work  can  certainly  be  accom- 
plished in  this  direction.  A  sum  of  money  spent  upon 
hardy  two  or  three-year-old  trout  fry  would  not  be  wasted. 
There  are  plenty  of  suitable  fords  on  the  Upper  Severn  on 
which  a  large  proportion  of  imported  fish  would  thrive,  as 
was  actually  the  case  when  the  old  Shrewsbury  Angling 
Club  carried  out  the  experiment  many  years  ago.  To 
attempt  anything  further  than  this  at  present  would  be 
unwise,  as  there  is  much  work  to  be  done  in  destroying 
pike  and  chub,  and  in  other  ways,  before  an  efficient 
system  of  river  management  can  be  set  up  in  place  of  the 
chaos  which  has  so  long  reigned. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
Rain,  rain,  lots  of  rain  !  Rivers  very  high  and  full  of 
colour,  the  rain  coming  down  in  torrents  all  to-day 
(Wednesday),  and  a  big  flood  is  expected.  Angling  quite 
off.  A  lot  of  salmon  «ere  in  the  lower  Teme  last  week, 
where  they  had  been  detained,  unable  to  get  over  the 
weir.  They  were  passing  down  to  the  Severn,  and  will 
now  be  able  to  pass  up  tbe  river  without  trouble.  This 
big  water  should  bring  some  fish  up  from  the  estuary. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
Anglers  have  these  few  days  psst  had  something 
different  to  snow  broth  to  disturb  their  equanimity  in 
attemptirg  to  follow  their  favourite  pastime.  After  being 
thwarted  by  a  persistent  see-saw  between  opposite  con- 
ditions of  weather,  things  meteorological  Eeem  to  have 
resolved  into  a  rainy  season.  The  chinge  from  frost  to 
thaw  was  remarkably  sudden.  Skaters  were  busy,  and 
there  were  signs  of  snow.  After  a  few  crystals  had  fallen 
the  rain  set  in,  and  pelted  for  hours.  King  Frost,  without 
the  slightest  warning,  being  thrust  aside  by  continuous 
reinforcement  of  "vapours,  clouds,  and  storms"  The 
poet  Thomson  says  these  visitants  "exalt  the  soul 
to  solemn  thought  and  heavenly  musing."  It  is 
to  be  fearad  that  all  Waltonians  will  not  so 
readily  adopt  the  theme  which  inspired  the  author  of 
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"  The  SeaElons."  If  on  Christmas  Day  or  on  Boxing  Day 
some  ardent  rodmen  found  the  rivers  of  nice  height  and 
colour,  especially  for  bottom  fishing,  the  streams  are  now 
generally  bank  full  and  discoloured.  When  there  is  no 
rain,  fog  and  murkiness  prevail.  Harkiog  back  to  the 
middle  of  last  week,  gleams  of  satisfaction  are  obtained  in 
the  achievements  of  a  few  grayling  and  pike  fishers  who 
were  attracted  into  the  country  by  the  snow  pictures  as 
well  as  bv  the  anticipations  of  actual  spirt.  Bradshaw's 
Fancy,  Yellow  Bumble,  Dark  Needle,  and  Dark  Waterhen 
Bloa,  and  swimming  with  worm  for  grayling  had  turns 
with  moderate  success.  The  Linton  Ouse  repaid 
stray  partifs  of  York  anglers,  and  others  visited 
well-known  resorts  on  the  Derwent.  The  latter  river 
yielded  the  best  sport  at  Stamford  Bridge,  where  four 
nice  pike,  which  averaged  "lb.  each,  were  taken  by  one 
small  party.  Mr.  J.  Gibson  returned  from  the  Ryedale 
streams  with  a  catch  of  fifteen  fine  dace  and  two  chub, 
one  of  the  latter  weighing  21b,  Maggot  and  red  worm 
were  used  for  the  dace,  and  baked  wasp  grub  bait  for  the 
chub.  Anglers  forced  to  stay  at  home — or  some  of  them 
— are  finding  consolation  in  the  "  smoker."  A  very 
successful  one  has  taken  place  at  the  Lord  Nelson  Inn, 
York,  in  honour  of  Mr.  James  Easter,  a  reservist,  and  a 
member  of  ths  Navigation  Road  A.  A.  He  was  presented 
with  a  silver-mounted  pipe  and  a  supply  of  his  favourite 
tobacco.  The  particular  brand  has  not  transpired.  Mr. 
Easter  has  had  a  jolly  send  off. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

24,174.  Thomas  Frederick  Adamson  and  Edward 
Clarke,  St.  Nicholas'-buildings,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne.  "  Improvements  in  or  relating  to 
trawl  nets. 

17,992.  Fishing.  Patentee:  Mr.  T.  Tingle,  Covden 
View-road,  Crookes,  Sheffield,  relates  to 
tackle  cases.  A  strip  of  thin  wood,  with 
serrated  upper  and  lower  edges,  is  covered 
on  both  sides  with  cork.  The  loops  are 
placed  over  studs  fixed  in  the  serrations,  and 
the  gut  wound  round  the  strip. 

24,661.  Robert  Beales  Cantrell,  Prince's  Chambers, 
Wolverhampton.  "  Improvements  in  devices 
for  carrying  anglers'  hcoks  and  flies." 

18,473.  Fishing.  Patentee :  Mr.  A.  W.  Warner,  Rich- 
mond -  square,  Worcester,  relates  to  dis- 
gorgers  combined  with  scissors  Blades  of 
scissors  are  prolonged  and  notched  at  the 
ends  to  act  as  disgorgers. 

25,500.  Ben  Howe,  St.  Vincent-street,  Glasgow.  "Im- 
proved fishing  reel." 

18,905.  Fishing.  Patentees:  Messrs.  C.  Smith,  Smith's 
Parish,  and  M.  Golinsky,  St.  George,  both  in 
Bermuda,  relates  to  fish  hooks.  The  bend  is 
made  of  an  approximately  pear-shaped  section, 
to  secure  greater  atiffoess. 


BLACK  BASS  AND  PIKE-PERCH  IN 
GERMANY. 

The  big  rainbow  reminds  me  of  a  note  in  my  book  in 
regard  to  the  American  black  bass  in  Germany,  the 
information  also  being  furnished  by  Mr.  Jaffe.  In  brief, 
he  says  the  introduction  of  black  bass  into  German 
waters  has  not  been  satisfactory.  He  says  :  "  It  feeds 
here  principally  on  small  fish,  and  its  appetite  is  something 
phenomenal,  while  its  growth  by  no  means  compenEates 
for  the  amount  of  food  consumed.  In  very  good  quarters 
three-year-old  fish  will  weigh  Jib. ,  and  it  is  something  very 
rar«  to  find  a  four-year-old  weighing  21b.  A  grpat  draw- 
back is  their  early  sexual  ripcDess.  Qaite  small  fish  of 
two  years  of  age  sometimes  spawn  and  stock  the  water 
with  such  a  host  of  small  fry  that  food  for  the  bigger  fish 
soon  gets  rare." 

He  sajs  that  the  blaek  bass  introduced  into  large  coop 
ponds,  ponds  of  1000  acres  and  more  each,  where  they  had 
good  range,  to  keep  down  roach,  rudd,  and  other  plant- 
eating  fish,  did  not  grow  as  rapidly  as  they  did  in  bis  own 
ponds  above  quoted,  but  they  did  clean  out  Messrs.  Rudd, 
Roach,  and  Company  most  fffectually.  He  concludes  by 
saving  that  it  is  much  easier  to  introduce  the  black  bass 
into  any  water  than  it  is  to  get  rid  of  them  afterward.  He 
thinks  the  European  pike-perch  quite  fills  the  place  the 
black  lja<>B  would  murp  :  The  growth  of  the  pike-perch 
is  much  better  then  that  of  the  black  bass  under  similar  con- 
ditions. Tliree-year-olds  will  weigh  21b.  to  4Jlb. ,  and 
foor-jear-olds  51b.  to  Olb.  The  fish  spawn  from  April  to 
June,  and  tlie  female  makes  a  sort  of  nest  in  a  clean, 
lanrly  place,  and  producing  2,300,000  eggs." 

Here  is  a  chance  for  a  surprised  expression  on  the  faces 
of  American  readors  who  are  familiar  with  our  own  pike- 
perch,  as  they  produce  only  150.000  to  200,000  eggs  on  an 
average,  and  the  rec  rd  fish  at  the  station  of  the  Fisheries, 
Game,  and  P'orest  Conimicsion,  a  fish  weighing  I.'iJIb  , 
prodoc<>d  f>00,170  egga.  1  do  not  clearly  understand  what 
Mr.  JalTi'  means  when  he  says  the  eggs  of  the  European 
pike  pfirch  h>itch  in  two  or  tliree  days,  but  assume  that  he 
means  that  length  of  time  after  the  eggs  are  eyed.  He 
does  not  give  the  temfieratare  of  the  water.  In  this 
country  pike-perch  eggs  hatch  in  from  seventeen  to 
twenty  dnya,  with  the  water  at  45  degrees,  and  from  five 
tf)  ten  days  more  to  absorb  the  yolk  pao.  At  to  black  bass, 
I  have  known  thern  to  grow  to  "lb.  in  four  years  in  the 
water  of  a  lake  in  New  York  State.  To  be  sure,  it  was 
exceptional  water  for  black  biisa,  for  it  has  produced  the 
largsat  on  reofjrd.  What  Mr.  .lafT^  says  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  black  boss  can  be  road  with  profit  in  this  country 


as  well  as  in  Europe,  but  the  advice  comes  too  late  for 
some  waters  where  black  bass  have  been  planted  so  easily 
and  taken  root,  and  now  furnish  a  lot  of  little  fish  too 
small  for  sport,  which  cannot  be  removed  to  make  room 
for  other  species  that  would  fit  the  water  and  afford  food, 
if  not  sport  j  but  one  might  preach  for  years  about  the 
unsuitibUity  of  some  waters  for  certain  fishes,  and  the 
misfit  planting  would  go  on  just  the  same. — A.  N. 
Chenet  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

DR.  BATSMAN'S  QUEER  FISH. 

Sir, — I  see  in  the  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
dated  Oct.  28,  1899,  on  pages  376,  377.  in  "  Dragnet's 
jottings,"  and  also  in  two  different  articles,  the  account  of 
a  carious  and  uncommon  fish  which  was  lately  taken  to 
England  by  Dr.  Bateman.  In  the  first  article  it  is  spoken 
of  as  a  hybrid  of  the  shark  kind,  "  with  the  head  of  a  skate 
and  the  fins  of  a  shark,"  and  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  recognised  at  the  time  to  what  species  this  fish 
belongs.  It  may  appear  presumptuous  on  my^art,  and  at 
this  distance,  to  offer  any  suggestions,  but  I  send  you  the 
following  for  what  it  is  worth.  There  is  a  fairly  well- 
known  family  of  fish  found  out  here,  the  details  of  which 
are  as  follows : 

Family. — Scylliidffi. 

Sub  Order. — Batoidei. 

Genus. — 1,  Rhjmobatus;  2,  Rbinobatns. 

Sub  Genera  or  Species  :  1.  Ithyncobatus  ancylostonius  ; 
Rhyncobatus  djeddeneis.  2.  Rhinobatus  halavi,  Rhinobatua 
granulatns,  Rhinobatus  thouini. 

All  these  fish  answer  almcat  exactly  to  the  description 
given.  I  myself  have  caught  two  at  different  times,  bnt 
they  were  both  very  much  smaller — one  of  161b.  at  Table 
Bay,  and  one,  years  ago,  in  the  Andaman  Islands,  smaller 


to  me,  that  the  river  is  poached  by  a  class  of  marauder 
which  it  is  impossible  to  prosecute ;  nay,  more,  which  is 
protected  by  the  Wild  Birds  Act.  And  I  have  been 
greatly  struck  by  the  large  gatherings  of  sea  guUs  which 
one  sees  on  the  Esk  near  the  town.  It  is  eaid  that  they 
gobble  up  the  roe  of  both  salmon  and  trout,  and  no  doubt 
kill  many  immature  fish.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  if 
this  charge  is  a  true  one,  the  Wild  Birds  Protection  Act 
has  its  weak  side.  Folks  here  say  that  they  are  rapidly 
multiplying,  and  fish  is  deteriorating  as  a  consequence. — 
Yours  truly,    B,  M.  Ton. 

TOBACCO   FUND   FOR   OUR  WOUNDED 
SOLDIERS. 

In  our  issue  of  Dec  2  we  acknowledged  £1  as  coming 
from  Mr.  W.  J.  Clark.  It  should  have  appeared  as 
follows :  W.  J.  Clark,  Ss. ;  Mrs.  Clark,  28.  6d. ;  Mias  M.  E. 
Clark,  2s.  6d. ;  G.  M.  Frieake,  53. ;  G.  W.  Mannering, 
2s.  6i.  J  W.  L.  Lea,  28.  6d. 

The  above  items  making  up  the  amount  of  £1  remitted 
by  Mr.  Clark,  and  which  was,  in  error,  credited  to  him. 

THE  FOOD  OF  SALMON. 

My  Dear  Marston, — Dr.  J.  Kingston  Barton  vmtea 
in  F.  O.,  Dec.  80,  1899 :  "  In  your  issue  of  Dec.  16, 
the  author  of  the  article  entitled  '  The  Tale '  says  no 
one  knows  what  is  the  food  of  salmon." 

I  never  made  any  such  statement ;  nor  can  I  find  any- 
thing in  the  article  which  could  suggest  such  an  idea  to 
anyone  who  read  it. 

I  did  in  my  dream  ask  the  salmon  :  "  What  do  you  feed 
on  in  the  sea  P  " 

I  know  a  good  deal  about  the  food  of  salmon  from 
personal  observation  at  odd  times  during  the  last  fifty 
years ;  bnt  I  wanted  more  information.  I  can  hardly 
fancy  that  anyone  can  be  bold  enough  to  say  that  he 
knows  all  about  the  food  of  salmon.  I  knew  well  that  my 
salmon  would  eat  herrings  and  certain  other  small  fishes 
when  she  came  across  them ;  but  if  there  were  none  of 
these  about,  what  did  she  turn  to  then  P 

If  Dr.  J.  Kingston  Barton  were  to  ask  a  patient. 
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Rhinobatus  halavi. 


still — both  of  which  I  am  inclined  to  think  were  immature 
Rhinobatus  halavi.  They  are  closely  allied  to  the  sawfish. 
I  enclose  a  sketch  of  Rhinobatus  halavi,  by  which  you 
would  be  able  to  see  if  it  resembled  the  fi^h  brought  home 
by  Dr.  Bateman.  I  should  be  pleased  to  hear  hereafter  if 
I  am  right  in  my  conclusions. — Yours  truly, 
Bombay.   Fred.  Ord  Gadsden. 

RAILWAY  CHARGES  FOR  CARRIAGE  OF  FISH. 

Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  Mr.  Andrew  Henry's  letter 
of  23rd  ult.,  I  beg  to  state  that  I  nevercaid  that  the  railway 
charges  were  lees  to  me  than  they  are  to  the  Wyrei-dale 
Fishery  or  any  other  j  but  anyone  who  knows  anything 
about  carrying  live  fish  must  know  that  the  less  time  your 
fish  are  on  the  road  the  less  weight  of  water  jon  can  send 
them  in,  and  that  is  what  those  who  buy  fish  have  to  pay 
carriage  for.  I  have  not  to  send  my  fish  all  the  way 
round  by  Manchester  to  get  to  Leeds,  and  there  are  a  good 
many  places  on  my  side  of  Leeds  in  Yorkshire  which  are 
even  further  away  from  Wyresdale  than  Leeds.  Surely 
I  can  deliver  cheaper  to  theee  stations  on  account  of 
having  less  weight  of  water  to  pay  for  P  As  to  aiz.e  of  fish, 
all  I  ask  purchasers  to  do  is  to  inspect  the  fish  for  them- 
selves before  they  buy,  and  buy  the  best, — Yours  truly, 

Christ.  W.  Wilson. 

Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


"  What  do  you  eat  and  drink  P  "  it  would  hardly  be  fair 
to  imply  that  he  said,  "  No  one  knows  what  is  human 
food." 

I  think  I  may  fairly  ask  that  if  anyone  wishes  to  credit 
me  with  making  fcolish  statements  in  F.  O.  they  would 
read  my  article  with  some  care.    It  would  save  me  the 
trouble  of  writing  to  contradict  them.— Yours  faithfully, 
C.  Hevit  (Hon.  Chap.  F.G.). 


DOES  WILD  BIRD  PROTECTION  MEAN  FISH 
DESTRUCTION  ? 
My  Dear  Markton, — 1  am  here,  at  Langholm,  N.B., 
on  a  visit,  vainly  trjing  to  find  a  riverside  cottage  or  a 
small  house  handy  to  this  or  to  any  good  river  in  the 
South  of  Scotland.  The  Esk  runs  through  the  town,  and 
the  E«eB  joins  it  close  above  the  main  bridge,  whilst  the 
Wauchope  falls  in  a  few  hundred  yards  farther  down.  It 
looks  as  if  it  must  bo  a  first-rate  plnco  for  the  fisherman, 
especially  as  the  Ksk  and  Liddle  Preservation  Asfooiation 
are  supposed  to  look  after  all  three  rivers,  and  the  Liddle 
also,  which  is  a  further  tributary  of  the  Esk^  and  enters 
the  parent  river  above  Canonbie.  Hut  my  main  point  was 
to  draw  your  attention  to  a  statement  made  in  bonO,  Jides 


FISHING  AT  LOWESTOFT. 
Dear  Sib, — Could  you  kindly  give  me  some  information 
as  to  fishing  at  Lowestoft  P 

1 .  Is  there  fresh  water  fishing  as  well  as  sea  ? 

2.  What  is  there  to  be  caught,  and  where  is  one  to  go 
for  it  ? 

3.  Who  are  the  fishermen  P 

Could  you  also  tell  me  where  I  could  find  out  what  the 
subscription  to  the  B  S.A.S.  is  P 

Hoping  tlat  I  am  not  asking  too  much. — I  am,  yours 
truly,  .  P.  8.  G. 

['There  ia  plenty  of  freth-water  fishing  near  Lowestoft — 
the  Waveney  (Beocles),  Oulton  Broad,  Fliiton  Decoy, 
Fritton  Decoy,  Geldeston,  Bungay,  Mntford,  Somer- 
lejton,  Haddiscoe,  Reedham,  Cantley,  Buckenham. 
Brundall,  Whitlingham,  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  &o.  (all 
within  easy  distance  of  Lowestoft).  Sea  Fiah. — Cod, 
conger,  whiting,  Ac,  but  sport  at  present  very  poor.  No 
agent  yet  appointed  by  the  B.8.A  8.  to  Lowestoft.  Fresh 
water  fishing — all  coarse  fish.  Plenty  of  local  men  to 
accompany  you.  Subscription  to  the  British  Sea  Anglera' 
Society,  10s.  6d.  per  annum.  Hon.  Secretary,  C.  8. 
Patterson,  11,  C^ueen  Viotorii-street,  London,  B.C.] 

Soiiooi.  Boons,  DiOTlONAHlES,  Ac,  InoludlnK  Mr.  Jnckaon  B 
Uprl(fht  Writing  Copy  BookB.  In  English  and  other  LanKUUKoa, 
publlnhod  by  SampBon  Low,  Maraton  arid  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dun- 
tan'fi  House,  Fett«r-liine,  London,    Can  ha  had  on  applloatlon. 

OiiiHNTAi.  Books  formerly  iaaued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
publlBhod  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  unfl  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
DunBtan'e  Houhb,  Fetter-lane,  London.  PublUhera  to  the  India 
Office.— A  0ATAI.0011S  of  these  Text  Books,  Olws  Books,  Uls- 
torlDs, .and  Indltn  Oovermntat  PtibliBAflttis  can  be  Bad  en 
appllbittton. 


January  13,  1900] 
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Occasional  Notes. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Fbesh-water  Sheimp  (OammaruH  fluviatilis) 
Useful  in  the  Fish  Hatchery. 
We  all  know  that  the  fresh-water  shrimp  is 
invaluable  as  food  for  fry  and  fish,  but  according 
to  Herr  M.  Schumacher-Kruft  (see  Allgemeine 
Fischerei-Zeitung,  Dec.  15, 1899)  it  is  also  a  most 
useful  assistant  in  the  fish-breeder's  egg-hatching 
tray. 

It  may  seem  strange,  he  says,  to  make  use  of 
the  fresh-water  shrimp  in  the  hatchery  tray ;  but 
it  is  done.  For  three  years  past  they  have 
helped  me,  and  I  should  not  like  to  be  without 
them  in  future.  Formerly,  if  one  of  these  little 
animals  was  discovered  among  the  eggs,  he  was 
hunted  down  remorselessly  under  the  mistaken 
idea  that  he  ate  the  eggs.  But  gradually  it 
dawned  on  me  that  the  shrimps  do  not  attack 
healthy  eggs  at  all,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
do  eat  the  dead  ones.  Now  thousands  of  shrimps 
swarm  in  my  egg  trays,  and  when  a  dead  egg 
appears,  nine  or  ten  shrimps  settle  round  it,  and 


in  a  very  short  time  only  the  empty  shell  remains. 
But  yet  another  and  much  more  important 
service  is  rendered  by  the  shrimps.  Every  fish 
breeder  knows  how  sensitive  the  eggs  are  before 
the  appearance  of  the  embryo,  and  how  carefully 
the  un-eyed  ova  must  be  protected  from  shocks  of 
any  kind  and  rough  handling ;  and  that  further, 
even  with  the  risk  of  killing  some  eggs,  it  is 
necessary  to  wash  the  eggs  to  get  rid  of  slime 
deposits.  In  a  hatchery  tray  containing  a 
number  of  shrimps  among  the  eggs  washing  or 
rinsing  them  is  unnecessary.  The  little  crusta- 
ceans work  about  continually  among  the  eggs, 
which  are  thus  kept  in  continual  but  hardly  notice- 
able motion,  so  that  no  slime  deposit  can  take 
place.  Since  Nov.  10  I  have  had  eggs  in  my 
hatchery  trays.  In  one  tray  I  have  about  a 
thousand  fresh-water  shrimps ;  in  another,  none. 
In  the  latter  I  have  had  to  clear  the  eggs  of  slime 
at  different  times,  losing  some  in  consequence. 
In  the  tray  containing  the  shrimps  the  eggs  have 
required  no  attention,  and  they  are  as  clear  and 
fresh  as  when  first  spawned.  It  also  seems  to  me 
that  the  gentle  motion  communicated  to  the 
eggs  by  the  shrimps  working  about  among  them 
exerts  a  favourable  influence  on  their  development. 
It  must  not  be  supposed  that  I  think  I  am  publish- 
ing this  as  a  new  discovery.  Possibly  others 
have  experienced  the  same  favourable  results,  and 
perhaps  unfavourable  ones  also.  All  the  same,  I 
have  not  seen  anything  in  print  on  this  point.  In 
the  spring,  when  the  young  brood  hatch  out,  the 
shrimps,  which  have  bred  considerably,  are  turned 
out  with  them  into  the  rearing  ponds  as  food. 
Oh,  thankless  world ! 

The  assistance  I  have  received  from  the 
shrimps  in  my  hatchery  has  led  me  to  speculate 
as  to  whether  they  do  not  play  a  similar  useful 
role  in  the  case  of  eggs  spawned  naturally  in  the 
river  spawning  beds. 

The  services  may  be  manifold  which  these 
little  crustaceans  render  to  the  eggs  buried  in 
the  gravel. 

1.  Do  they  eat  the  dead  eggs,  and  thus  prevent 

or  minimise  the  effects  of  mould  growths 
on  the  eggs  P 

2.  Do  they  clean  the  eggs  from  slime  P 

3.  Do  they  help  the  development  of  the  eggs 

by  the  movement  they  cause  P 

4.  Do  they  prevent  the  total  destruction  of 

the  eggs  by  injurious  water  birds  by  pro- 
viding them  with  more  acceptable  food  P 
But  these  are  all  mere  suppositions.    Proofs  I 
have  none,  for  I  have  never  yet  closely  examined 
a  natural  spawning  bed  to  find  evidence  on  these 
points. 

The  editor  of  the  Allgemevne  Fischerei-Zeitwng 
adds  this  note : 

"  In  a  wild  state  contact  of  the  shrimps  with  the  trout 
eggs  is  made  quite  impossible  by  the  fact  that  the  f  ggs 
are  buried  Sin.  to  12in,  deep  in  the  gravel.  If  access  to 
them  was  so  easy  they  would  certainly  be  all  eaten  np 
by  the  namerotis  eg^  devonrers.  In  repeated  ezamiDa- 
tions  of  trout  spawning  beds,  I  have  never  found  fresh- 
water shrimi>8  in  them,  although  these  useful  animals 
were  present  in  the  water  in  great  quantities.  Our  corre- 
spondent's original  idea  of  putting  shrimps  in  the  egg 
trays  with  the  eggs  is  in  any  case  well  worthy  of  further 
trial,  especially  as  high  authorities  have  advised  against 
the  use  of  ordinary  filtering  apparatus  for  purifying 
water  used  for  hatching  eggs." 


Rapid  Growth  of  Rainbow  Trout.  - 
"J.,"  writing  in  the  Allgemeine  Fischerei- 
Zeitung,  says  that  in  a  large  German  fish  breeding 
establishment  where  trout  are  grown  for  the 
market  as  table  fish,  2000  rainbows,  which  in  the 
spring  of  1899  weighed  about  ^Ib.  each,  were  fed 
on  specially  rich  food,  and  in  the  winter  averaged 
21b.  a  piece,  fat  silvery  fish  (so  the  dealers  require 
them),  with  the  least  possible  egg  development. 


Trout  with  an  Extra  Fin. 
Mr.  C.  G.  Seligman  gives  an  account  and 
illustration  in  the  Allgemeine  Fischerei-Zeitung 
of  a  trout  caught  at  Martyr  Worthy,  on  the 
Itchen  (length  42cm. =17  inches),  which  had  a  well- 
develcped  10-rayed  fin  on  the  back  juBt  behind 
the  head,  and  5cm.  in  front  of  the  normal  dorsal 
fin. 

"  This  extra  fin,"  he  says,  "  is  something  quite 
different  from  such  freaks  of  nature  as  extra 
fingers  occurring  in  the  higher  vertebrates.  It 
must  be  considered  as  an  exceptional  survival  of 


the  connected  fin,  which  in  the  original  fish,  from 
which  all  our  living  representatives  are  descended, 
extended  along  the  whole  middle  line  of  the  fish. 
This  fin,  or  fin-seam,  extended  from  the  head  to 
the  tail,  round  the  tail  to  the  vent,  dividing  there 
into  two  branches,  which  continued  parallel  along 
the  belly  to  the  head.  The  normal  fins  now 
found  on  fish  are  considered  by  zoologists  as  the 
remains  of  this  original  fin-seam." 


The  Crystal  Palace  Society  of  Experi- 
mental Fish  Culture. 
Those  interested  in  this  new  and  very 
promising  society  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  the 
editor  of  the  Field,  Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  has  joined 
the  committee.  The  secretary,  Mr.  Alfred 
Allison,  hopes  to  announce  soon  the  names  of 
many  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  have  joined  the 
society. 


THE  PARIS  INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITION  OF  1900. 


Preparations  for  the  Paris  Exhibition  of 
1900  have  been  going  on  since  the  early  nineties, 
its  establishment  having  been  decreed  on  July  13, 
1892,  by  President  Carnot.  The  programme  of 
the  exhibition  was  also  settled  at  an  early  date, 
being  signed  by  M.  Casimir  Perier  in  August, 
1894.  More  than  four  years  before  the  date  fixed 
for  the  opening  ceremony  the  French  Govern- 
ment issued  invitations  to  fifty-six  nations  to 
take  part  in  the  undertaking.  As  in  the  case  of 
previous  exhibitions,  that  of  1900  will  be  situated 
in  the  heart  of  Paris,  on  both  sides  of  the  Seine, 
and  will  much  more  than  cover  the  same  site  as 
that  of  1889.  The  principal  entrance  will  face 
the  Place  de  la  Concorde,  the  exhibition  will 
extend  from  that  point  along  the  river  to  the 
Trocadero.  Facing  the  Trocadero  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  the  whole  of  the  Champ 
de  Mars  is  to  be  surrounded  with  buildings, 
another  block  will  extend  from  the  Hotel  des 
Invalides  to  the  river,  and  on  each  side  of  the 
Seine  will  be  gardens  and  buildings,  including, 
on  the  Quai  d'Orsay,  the  exhibits  of  foreign 
nations.  As  an  indication  of  the  size  of  the 
exhibition,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  in  addition 
to  the  ground  covered  by  that  of  1889  it  will 
include  the  Champs  Elysees,  the  Cours  de  la 
Reine,  and  the  Cours  de  la  Conference.  Nor  has 
this  great  extent  of  ground  (some  270  acres,  of 
which  about  100  will  be  buildings)  been  found 
sufl&cient,  and  additional  space  in  the  Bois  de 
Vincennes  will  be  used. 

Of  the  old  buildings  of  the  1889  exhibition 
only  the  Eiffel  Tower,  the  Trocadero,  and  the 
Machinery  Hall  will  be  utilised,  all  the  rest  of  the 
buildings  being  quite  new ;  of  these  latter  it  is 
intended  to  retain  permanently  only  those  in  the 
Champs  Elysees,  one  being  the  Grand  Palace  of 
Art  and  the  other  an  historical  exhibition  of 
French  art  industries.  Our  old  friend  the  Eiffel 
Tower  is  to  be  lighted  by  electricity  all  the  way 
up  its  nearly  1000ft.  of  height,  so  that  it  will 
appear  at  night  as  a  great  column  of  light,  and  at 
all  times  act  as  a  landmark  for  guiding  visitors 
to  the  exhibition. 

Doubtless  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  attractions 
will  be  the  Electrical  Palace,  a  building  of  most 
elegant  design,  out  of  the  central  front  of  which 
will  fall  from  different  heights  great  masses  of 
water,  which  are  to  be  illuminated  by  coloured 
electric  lights. 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  FISHERIES  CON- 
GRESS AT  THE  PARIS  EXHIBITION 
1900. 

The  International  Fisheries  Congress,  which 
the  French  Government  has  included  among  the 
International  Congresses  to  be  held  in  connec- 
tion with  the  exhibition,  will  hold  its  sittings 
from  Sept.  14  to  Sept.  19,  under  the  presidency 
of  M.  Edmond  Periier.  Member  of  the  Institute, 
Professor  of  the  Paris  Natural  History  Museum, 
Member  of  the  Marine  Fisheries  Advisory 
Board,  &c. 

Inquiries  and  applications  from  those  wishing 
to  take  part  in  the  Congress  must  be  addressed 
to  M.  J.  P£rard,  Engineer.  General  Secre- 
tary OF  THE  Congress,  42,  Rue  St.  Jacques. 
Paris. 

To  simplify  the  work  of  the  Congress  tht 
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organising  committee  has  been  divided  into 
sections  as  follows : 

Section  I. 

SciKXTiFic  Studies. — Scientific  Investigations 
of  Salt  and  Fresh  Waters,  Aquatic  Fauna  and  Flora. 
Biology  of  Aquatic  Life.  Instruments  of  Capture 
and  Investigation.  Culture  of  Aquatic  Animals 
(Fish,  Molluscs,  Crustaceans,  &c.).  Oceanography. 

The  President  of  Saction  I.  is  M.  Raveret 
Wattell.  Director  of  the  Station  Aquicole  du 
Nid  du  Verdier. 

Section  II. 

Technics  of  Sea  Fisheries.  —  Fishing 
Material  and  Apparatus.  Natural  and  Artificial 
Baits.  Fishing  Boats  and  their  Equipment.  In- 
ternational Sea  Fisheries  Regulations.  Whale 
Fisheries.  Sponge  Fisheries.  Collections  of 
Corals,  Pearls,  Mother  of  Pearl,  &c. 

President  of  Section  II. :  M.  Georges  Roch^, 
Ex-Inspector  General  of  Sea  Fisheries. 

Section  III. 

Feesh-water  Management  and  Fisheries. 
— Fishing  as  a  Sport.  Various  Causes  of  Depopula- 
tion of  Waters.  Various  Methods  of  Preventing 
this  Depopulation.  Rules  and  Regulations  for 
Fisheries.  Fish  Culture  and  its  Practical  Results. 
Management  of  Streams.  Fresh-water  Fishery 
Technicalities  (Machines,  Baits,  &c.).  Fishing  as 
a  Sport.    Angling  Societies. 

President  of  Section  III. :  M.  Emil  Belloc, 
President  of  the  "  Societe  Centrale  d'Aquiculture 
et  de  PSche." 

Section  IV. 
Oyster  and  Mussel  Culture. — Oyster  and 
Mussel  Industries.    International  Regulations. 
Trade. 

President,  M.  Roussin,  Superintendent- General 
of  Marine. 

Section  V. 

Utilization  of  Fishery  Products. — Trans- 
port of  Fish  and  Shellfish,  considered  from 
Economical  and  Technical  Standpoints  (Aquaria, 
Special  Fish  Vessels  and  Fish  Wagons.  &c ). 
Methods  for  Preserving  Fishery  Products  (Use  of 
Aquaria,  Cold  Chambers,  Refrigerators,  Salting, 
Drying,  Smoking,  Hermetic  Preservation,  &c.), 
Fishery  By-products,  Fats,  Oils,  Glae,  &c. 
Industries  and  Trades  of  same.    Fish  Markets. 

President :  M.  V.  Hugo,  Member  of  the  Paris 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Section  VI. 

Social  Economy.  —  Statistics.  Fishery 
Schools,  Insurance,  Relief  Funds,  Hygiene,  Life- 
saving  Appliances,  Hospitals,  and  Homes. 

President:  M.  Emil  Cacheux,  Engineer,  Mem- 
ber of  the  "  Conseil  Sup^rieur  "  of  the  Merchant 
Marine,  Hon.  President  of  the  French  Society  for 
Hygiene,  &c. 

As  already  mentioned,  those  wishing  to  take 
part  in  the  Congress  must  apply  to  M.  J.  Perard, 
General  Secretary  of  the  Congress,  42,  Rue  St. 
Jacques,  Paris. 

As  the  Congress  and  Fisheries  Exhibition 
cannot  fail  to  be  of  the  greatest  interest  and 
importance,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  United 
Kingdom  will  be  well  represented,  and  that  all 
who  can  do  so  will  make  a  point  of  attending. 


SOCIETY  OP  EXPERIMENTAL  FISH 
CULTURE. 


A  consignment  of  2000  fish  eggs  {8.  fario), 
presented  by  the  Wyresdale  Fishery  Co.,  travelled 
to  the  Crystal  Palace  with  a  loss  of  seven  eggs. 
They  have  hatched  with  a  further  loss  of  four 
eggn,  and  the  alevins  are  doing  well.  The  water 
in  the  hatchery  is  running  at  51'.  Another  lot  of 
trout  (>S'.  irideux  and  »S'.  fontiitalis),  from  4in.  to 
8in.  long,  have  been  placed  in  the  large  reservoir 
of  the  North  Gardens  this  week. 

Edgar  S.  Siirubsole,  Curator. 


Messrs.  Lambert  and  Butler  and  Lady 
Whites  War  Fund. — Messrs.  Lambert  and 
Butler,  LirriiUjd,  have  wjntributed  to  Lady 
White's  fund,  for  the  benefit  of  the  troops  in 
Natl),  10001b.  of  their  grand  'Log  Cabin" 
tobacco,  and  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  their 
'  Trumpeter  "  brand  of  cigarettes. 


THE  LAKES  OF  KILLARNET 

AS  A  8PEING  PISHING  GROUND. 


There  are 
few  places  in 
the  Three 
Kingdoms 
where  I  would 
sooner  spend 
a  winter  or 
spring  holiday 
than  by  the 
beautiful 
Lakes  of  Kil- 


Th8  Old  Weir  Bridge,  Killarney.  larney.  We 

have  all  heard 

or  read  of,  and  many  of  us,  mayhap,  visited 
these  gems  of  Erin,  but  it  is  the  experience  of 
but  comparatively  few  to  realise  their. beauties 
in  the  winter  snow  and  the  magnificent  tints 
of  spring  as  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the 
writer.  Many  times,  and  in  all  seasons,  have  I 
revelled  in  their  delights,  but  my  last  visit,  in 
January,  was,  perhaps,  the  most  delightful  of  all, 
when  the  air  was  as  balmy  as  the  heart  could  wish, 
and  rhododendrons,  as  large  as  soup-plates,  were 
in  full  bloom  in  the  open. 

Poets  have  written  of  these  glorious  lakes,  and 
painters  have  attempted  to  reproduce  their 
beauties,  but  all  have  fallen  far  short  of  the 
reality,  although  the  accompanying  illustrations 


may  afford  some  faint  idea.  Killarney,  "  in  her 
winter  vestm-e,  when  the  great  mountain  slopes 
are  clad  with  snow,  save  on  those  rocks  too  steep 
to  sustain  it,  is  indeed  a  splendid  sight " ;  but  it 
is  "  when  winter  begins  to  gather  up  his  robes 
upon  the  hills,  and  the  smiles  of  spring  first  reflect 
themselves  in  the  lakes,  that  the  exquisite  concord 
of  nature's  graces  most  impresses  the  mind." 

Of  course,  it  is  not  here  within  my  province  to 
dilate  on  the  beauties  of  the  Lower  Lake,  with  its 
innumerable  islands,  not  forgetting  "  Sweet  Innis- 
fallen,"  with  its  tender  memories,  the  fine 
ruin  of  Ross  Castle,  and  the  grandly-towering 
height  of  Tomies  Mountain ;  the  Middle  Lake, 
with  the  venerable  Muckross  Abbey,  the  bewitch- 
ing Meeting  of  the  Waters,  and  the  Old  Weir 
Bridge ;  the  Long  Range,  dominated  by  the 
grand  Eagle's  Nest  and  the  Tore  Mountain ;  the 
Upper  Lake,  the  grim  Gap  of  Diinloe,  and  the 
other  innumerable  attractions  which  the  district 
presents. 

These  are  all  described  in  the  legion  of  hand- 
books, and  a  fair  general  idea  of  them  may" be 
gained  from  my  own  little  penny  handbook,  "  The 
Killarney  Lakes,"  which  also  contains  a  clear 
map  of  the  district. 

My  business  now,  however,  is  to  be  of  practical 
service  to  the  intcmding  angler.  The  majority 
of  visitors,  will,  doubtless,  use  the  L.  k  N.W.R. 


to  Dublin,  via  Holyhead;  although  those  who  like 
a  sea  trip  in  winter  or  spring  might  journey,  as  I 
have  often  done,  from  London  to  Dublin  by  the 
British  and  Irish  Steam  Packet  Company's  boats 
(19,  Leadenhall-street),  at  a  cost  of  SSs.  6d.  for  a 
two  months'  return  ticket. 

From  Dublin,  in  summer,  I  strongly  recommend 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  route,  via  Cork  and  Bantry, 
and  thence  by  the  splendid  coast  ride  through 
Glengarriff ;  but  in  winter  one  must  go  direct  to 
Killarney,  the  journey  taking  about  four  and  a 
half  hours.  On  arrival,  a  number  of  first-rate 
hotels  are  open  to  accommodate  us,  among  them 
the  Great  Southern  (adjoining  the  station)  and 
the  Royal  Victoria,  which  is  some  little  distance 
away,  but,  being  actually  on  the  shore  of  the 
Lower  Lake,  and  adjacent  to  the  best  fishing 
ground,  possibly  the  more  suitable  for  the  angler. 
The  genial  hostess,  Mrs.  O'Leary,  is  an  old 
friend  of  mine. 

Hi  Regan,  in  "  How  and  Where  to  Fish  in 
Ireland,"  says,  and  justly,  that  "  no  county  is 
more  charming  to  fish  in  than  Kerry.  The 
poorest  persons  are  courteous  to  strangers.  The 
charges  for  boats  and  men  are  very  moderate 
(83.  per  day  for  boat  and  two  men),  and  that 
for  accommodation  reasonable.  The  local  fly 
dressers  are  unsurpassable."  The  boatmen  seem 
to  know  intuitively  the  whereabouts  of  the 
"  big  'uns,"  and  Mrs.  O'Leary  can  always  find  the 
visitor  a  good  man.  Those  intending  making 
a  lengthened  stay  T  should  certainly  advise  to 


run  down  to  "  The  Angler's  Rest,"  Waterville,* 
and  consult  Teigue  McCarthy,  who,  as  the  author 
of  "  Sunny  Side  of  Ireland  "  writes,  "  has  been  a 
practical  fly  tyer  for  the  last  thirty  years,  and 
knows  the  best  killing  flies  for  every  river  in 
the  county." 

"  Tim  Mac,"  as  he  is  familiarly  called,  is  a 
champion  fisherman,  and  one  year,  accompanying 
gentlemen,  in  seventy  days  killed  1888  trout  with 
flies !  I  feel  assured,  therefore,  the  following 
remarks,  which  are  principally  the  embodiment  of 
his  own  information  to  myself,  will  be  found 
of  service. 

Thetime  for  net  fishingon  the  Killarney  Lakes  is 
from  Jan.  17  to  July  31,  and  for  single  rod  fishing 
from  Feb.  1  to  Oct.  31.  Little  or  no  fly  fishing  is 
done  in  the  early  months,  trolling  being  the 
principal  sport,  with  epoon  bait  or  phantom.  The 
natural  graveling  is  much  used,  and  few  baits  can 
surpass  it,  especially  in  cold,  blustering  weather. 

The  method  Tim  finds  best  is  one  large  hook. 
No.  5/*^  Dublin  Limerick  Bend  with  a  small  treble 
at  the  tail ;  the  graveling  must  not  have  too  much 

*  Waterville,  which  ia  fast  bpooa  an  anglei's  para- 
diae,  ia  one  of  the  stopping  puints  on  tbe  grand  Bummer 
ooaoh  and  rail  trip  deaoribea  in  "  Kerry  and  ita  Fjords  " 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  June  3,  18!I9.  In  winter  one  mnat 
take  the  abort  rail  trip  to  Oahiroivcen,  and  thorce  oar  for 
eleven  miles. 
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curve,  or  it  will  spin  too  fast,  and  will  not  take 
the  fish  so  well  as  the  one  with  the  slow  movement 
through  the  water  with  abont  30yds.  of  line  and 
very  little  leads. 

From  8ft.  to  14ft.  is  the  average  depth  of  water 
to  get  salmon  in  February,  March,  and  April.  In 
May,  June,  and  July,  when  the  water  gets 
warmer,  they  are  found  much  deeper.  The  Devon 
minnow  (dark  browji  and  blue  and  drab)  is  very 
good  in  warm  weather.  •  ' 

Two-thirds  of  the  salmon  caught  by  trolling  in 
the  early  months  are  taken  with  spoon  bait  but 
from  May  to  the  end  of  the  season  salmon  will 
take  a  fly  now  and  again,  more  especially  as  cross- 
lining  is  now  given  up.  One  may  also  take  a 
salmon  as  his  fishei-man  paddles  him  along,  casting 
over  the  trolls  with  a  fly  now  and  again. 

(Tim  has  sent  me  instructions  for  a  fine  lot  of 
taking  flies,  but  I  have  not  room  to  insert  them.) 

The  bays  opposite  the  Victoria  Hotel  are  the 
best  fishing  grounds  in  Killamey  (so  Tim  says, 
and  he  ought  to  know) ;  and  along  the  western  side 
of  the  Lower  Lake,  towards  Sir  Ross  O'Connell's 
demesne,  some  splendid  trout  are  often  taken. 


McCarthy  has  killed  brown  trout  in  the 
Killamey  Lakes  up  to  131b.,  and  seen  them  taken 
from  161b.  to  191b. ;  while  a  gentleman  named 
Mulligan  caught  quite  a  number  one  year  from 
71b.  to  llAlb.,  using  heavy  leads,  fishing  in  deep 
water,  and  getting  his  man  to  paddle  slowly,  so 
as  to  let  the  baits  sink. 

The  great  bog  slide  in  1896  has  greatly  affected 
the  fishing  by  dulling  the  water;  but  the  one 
thing  which  the  fishermen  are  particularly  bitter 
about  is  the  supineness  of  the  landlords  in  not 
energetically  repressing  the  illegal  netting,  which 
is  entirely  ruining  the  fishing  by  killing  the  black 
and  dark-coloured  fish  in  July,  and  thus  depleting 
the  spawning.  However,  good  things  are  hoped 
for  when  the  Royal  Commission  shall  have 
finished  its  labours. 

Just  a  word  to  anglers  a- wheel.  Cyclists  can 
get  about  rapidly  in  Killarney  district,  and  the 
machines  will  be  found  most  useful.  Perhaps 
the  finest  view  of  the  lakes  is  obtained  from  the 
Kenmare  road,  some  miles  out  of  Killarney. 
Among  the  best  companions  are  "  Mecredy's 
Road  Book  of  Ireland  "  (two  volumes.  Is.  each). 


From  Mahoney's  Bay  to  the  Rocks  of  Killen  good 
sport  may  be  had  with  a  N.W.  wind ;  while  round 
Brown  Island  is  unsurpassed  trout  fishing 
towards  midsummer ;  but  in  the  early  months 
the  inland  bays  are  better.  A  varied  supply  of 
flies  should  be  taken,  as  the  wind  changes  on 
moving  from  point  to  point.  At  the  back  of 
Innisfallen  at  high  water  is  very  good ;  and  Ross 
Bay  in  a  N.W.  wind,  as  the  flies  come  off  the 
demesne  in  vast  numbers.  There  is  a  very  good 
river  which  flows  from  Lough  Guittane,  called  the 
Fennow.  A  good  many  salmon  ran  into  it  from 
the  Flesk,  which  it  joins  at  Minish,  four  miles 
from  Killamey. 

Some  heavy  brown  trout  are  often  killed  by 
poachers  spearing,  and  it  is  not  unusual  to  get 
brown  trout  from  101b.  to  141b.  in  this  river  in 
December.  Lough  Guittane  has  the  name  of 
holding  the  largest  brown  trout  in  Kerry ;  also 
some  very  large  perch  are  taken  there,  one  of  61b. 
having  been  taken  with  a  minnow.  Henry  A. 
Herbert,  Esq.,  the  late  owner  of  Muckross,  once 
took  a  brown  trout  of  241b.  on  this  lake,  being  the 
largest  killed  on  the  western  side  of  Ireland. 


exceedingly  clear  and  compact;  the  beautifully 
printed  "  Road  Map  of  Co.  Kerry "  (2s.),  on 
linen  ;  and  "  Camping  in  Kerry  "  (Is.),  with  fifty- 
seven  illustrations,  one  of  which  is  here  repro- 
duced ;  all  obtainable  from  the  Irish  Cyclist 
Office,  Dublin. 

Of  course,  every  part  of  the  south  of  Ireland 
may  easily  be  reached  from  Killarney.  The  best 
guide-book  I  know  of  is  "  Ward's  '  Thorough ' 
Guide  to  Ireland,"  Part  II.  (5s.),  and  Mr.  T. 
O'Neill  Lane's  "  Way  abont  Ireland  "  (London  : 
Iliffe,  Is.)  is  wonderful  value,  while  a  post  card 
addressed  to  Manager,  G.S.  &  W.R.,  Kingsbiidge, 
Dublin,  will  bring  a  beautiful  little  volume, 
entitled  "  The  Lakes  and  Fjords  of  Kerry,"  with 
twenty-nine  charming  illustrations. 

F.  E.  LONGLEY. 


To  SP0ET8MEN. — Burberry's,  30,  Haymarket,  London,  are  now 
offering  at  HAI.K  Price  their  "Mt  Model  and  Stock  Sporting 
GarmentB,  viz.:  Gababdink  Unmnkd  Shooting  Coats.  21s.; 
Breeches,  15b.  ;  Farmers'  Overcoats,  21s. ;  White  Riding 
Breenhes,  21s.  Gabardine  Combination  Shooting  Coats.  2(is.  .'id. 
and  ills.  6d. ;  Knicker  Breeches,  Zls.;  Burberry  Capes,  31s.  6d. ; 
Long  Overcoats,  31s.  6d.  Rain  Proofed  Tweed  Shooting 
Coats,  2fi8.  3d.  and  Sis.  6d. ;  Waistcoats,  7s.  6d.  ;  Weather  All 
Ooat«,  3U.  Gd.    Sent  on  approval  on  receipt  of  cheque  covering. 

Advt. 


ANGLING  FOR  BREAM. 

(Cmcluded.) 


Ground-baiting. — One  of  the  secrets  of  success 
in  fishing  for  bream  is  a  proper  and  judicious  use 
of  ground-bait.  This  point  cannot  be  taken  too 
deeply  to  heart  by  the  novice,  because  by  over- 
doing it  he  may  not  only  fail  to  obtain  any  sport, 
but  entirely  spoil  a  good  pitch  for  a  considerable 
time  ;  and  when  I  frequently  see  what  a  few  fish 
are  '  caught  compared  to  the  ground-bait  used 
(more  especially  in  still  waters),  I  think  it  often 
does  as  much  harm  as  cross-baiting  a  swim  does 
in  a  river.  In  my  opinion,  fish,  like  birds,  remem- 
ber quite  well  where  they  can  obtain  food,  and 
within  the  past  fortnight  I  have  enticed  sparrows, 
robins,  thrushes,  blackbirds,  and  even  starlings 
within  16yds.  of  the  room  where  I  am  now  sitting, 
and  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  a  very 
busy  locality,  by  throwing  them  tit-bits  they 
cannot  obtain  in  the  fields ;  the  result  is  they 
are  as  fat  as  pigs  and  continually  quarrelling, 
and  act  towards  each  other  like  a  lordly 
21b.  perch,  51b.  bream,  or  lib.  roach  often  do  to 
the  small  fry,  and  make  them  scatter  when  they 
see  them  about  to  attack  something  special  that 
they  hanker  after.  Many  years  ago  I  saw  a 
remarkable  instance  of  this  domineering  disposi- 
tion between  two  jack  at  the  Crystal  Palace. 
There  were  five  or  six  jack  in  a  large 
tank,  and  on  the  attendant  dropping  in  a 
dace  the  moment  it  entered  the  water  it  evidently 
saw  how  matters  stood,  for  it  sank  straight  to  the 
bottom  like  a  stone,  hoping  to  escape  observation  ; 
but  no  sooner  had  it  reached  the  gi-avel  than  a 
jack  weighing  about  31b.  seized  it  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  tail  portion  hung  out  of  its 
mouth.  As  quick  as  lightning  another  jack 
annexed  this  portion ;  neither  of  them  would 
leave  hold,  and  in  a  few  seconds  the  poor  dace 
was  wrenched  in  twain,  each  jack  getting  about 
an  equal  share. 

I  have  never  seen  anything  like  it  either  before 
or  since ;  but  I  am  digressing.  A  case  of  over- 
baiting  for  bream  came  under  my  notice  some 
years  ago.  A  hole  in  the  midlands  was  baited 
by  an  enthusiastic  amateur  with  between  4000  and 
5000  dismembered  worms.  The  result  was  that 
the  fish  were  gorged  to  repletion.  They  naturally 
refused  to  feed,  and  the  remainder  of  the  great 
mass  of  worms  going  bad  on  the  bottom  sickened 
the  bream  and  drove  them  to  other  quarters,  and 
no  more  bream  were  caught  there  for  over  two 
months.  Sacks  of  grains  that  I  have  seen  thrown 
into  such  rivers  as  the  Ouse  and  Witham  by 
strangers  who  often  understand  nothing  about 
the  nature  of  ground-bait,  act  in  a  similar  way, 
going  sour  and  fetid,  and  unless  well  raked  over 
spoils  the  swim  for  some  time.  Although  a  friend 
of  mine  once  caught  a  good  roach  with  a  quid  of 
tobacco,  I  have  little  faith  in  fancy  mixtures, 
firmly  believing  that  aU  ground-bait  should  be 
sweet  and  clean,  and  the  simpler  its  compo- 
nent parts  the  more  it  is  appreciated.  Bread 
and  bran,  or  bread,  bran,  and  a  few  boiled 
potatoes,  well  mixed  together,  are  undoubtedly  the 
best  for  still  water  fishing ;  a  lump  as  large  as 
half  a  quartern  loaf  taking  five  or  six  medium - 
sized  potatoes,  about  three  parts  boiled.  In 
rivers,  taking  one  occasion  with  another,  I  prefer 
to  bait  with  worms,  though  paste  (red  and  white), 
gentles,  wasp  grubs,  &c.,  may  often  be  used  with 
success  when  the  water  is  suitable.  The 
number  of  worms  used  must  be  gauged  by  the 
extent  of  the  hole,  eddy,  or  swim  to  be  operated 
upon,  the  angler  being  quite  certain  that  the 
bream  are  there,  and  not  forgetting  to  try  and 
find  out  how  many  have  been  caught  at  a  sitting, 
or  about  what  number  are  usually  caught  in  the 
swim.  This  is  a  difficulty  not  easy  to  overcome, 
but,  generally  speaking,  from  700  to  1000  worms 
are  sufficient.  If  1000  be  used  they  may  be 
divided  into  two  or  even  three  separate  baitings 
before  commencing  to  fish — 500  the  first  day, 
350  the  second,  and  150  the  third — and  thrown  in 
some  hours  before  sunset.  If  the  novice  will 
only  take  the  trouble  to  visit  the  swim  at  either 
sunrise  or  sunset,  and  fish  are  priming  or 
breaking  the  surface  in  sharp,  short  splashes,  and 
leaving  bubbles  on  the  water,  he  may  conclude 
that  they  are  bream,  and  bait  accordingly.  Why 
they  indulge  in  this  habit  I  could  never  find  out, 
for  I  must  confess  that  I  have  never  seen 
roach,  rudd,  carp,  chub,  dace,  perch,  or  tench 
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leave  bubbles  on  the  surface.  I  am  quite  aware 
that  the  latter  fish  sends  up  bubbles  from 
the  mud,  &c.,  but  so  far  as  I  have  noticed 
they  do  not  leave  them  on  the  sui-face  similar  to 
bream.  We  have  often  been  told  that  the  great 
object  of  ground-baiting  is  not  to  feed  the  fish, 
but  to  draw  them  together  and  stimulate  their 
appetites ;  in  fact,  to  give  them  just  enough  to 
make  them  crave  for  more,  and  when  one  con- 
siders the  power  fish  possess  to  go  without  food, 
the  difficulty  of  knowing  about  how  many  fish 
there  may  be  in  a  swim  and  the  state  of  their 
appetites—  in  short,  the  difficulty  that  there  often 
is  in  obtaining  good  sport — the  hook-bait  should 
always  be  superior  in  quality  to  the  ground-bait, 
and  be  as  tempting  as  possible  of  whatever  it  may 
consist.  Do  not  be  deceived.  Fish  may  take 
quids  of  tobacco,  stinking  worms  (as  stated  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette),  jujube  babies,  &c.,  into  their 
mouths,  and  the  angler  strikes  and  catches  them  ; 
but  you  may  take  my  word  that  nineteen  times 
out  of  twenty  the  said  fish  would  never  swallow  a 
quarter  of  them. 

Asmallcarp  will  take  from  nine  to  twelve  seconds 
in  testing  a  pellet  made  of  newspaper,  but  in  the 
end  it  will  be  certain  to  eject  it.  In  fact,  all  fish 
are  more  or  less  in  the  habit  of  taking  all  sorts  of 
things  into  their  mouths  and  ejecting  them  ;  but 
as  the  ground-bait  should  sink  to  the  bottom  it  is 
necessary  that  the  hook-bait  should  do  the  same, 
but  at  all  times  and  all  seasons  many  young 
anglers  make  the  very  great  mistake  of  fishing 
some  distance  over  the  heads  of  such  fish  as 
flounders,  barbel,  bream,  dace,  and  roach,  so  that  it 
is  impossible  for  them  to  see  the  bait.  They  seem 
to  be  afraid  to  fish  daep  enough.  If  the  bait 
catches  on  the  bottom  and  the  float  disappears,  it 
can  easily  be  put  lower  on  the  line  an  inch  or  two 
to  allow  it  to  glide  along  without  interruption, 
and  a  little  backward  pressure  will  always  keep 
the  tackle  well  in  front  of  the  float ;  but  if  the 
water  be  6ft.  in  depth,  how  are  such  fish  as  those 
above  mentioned  to  be  caught  with  the  float 
perhaps  not  more  than  4ft.  from  the  surface  ? 
The  result  of  such  fishing  in  rivers  is  generally  a 
few  bleak  and  3oz.  chub,  roach,  white  bream,  or 
dace,  and  sometimes  not  even  those. 

Casting  with  a  Float. — Although  the  play  of  the 
rod  may  suit  the  float  and  tackle  to  a  nicety,  it 
will  be  rendered  useless  if  too  much  line  is 
allowed  between  the  rod  top  and  the  float  when 
the  cast  is  made.    It  is  possible  to  get  a  light 
float  out  a  considerable  distance  even  when  it  is 
wound  up  to  the  top  ring  and  the  bait  is  hanging 
not  more  than  a  foot  from  the  butt ;  but  I  am 
now  speaking  of  getting  it  out  very  long  distances. 
A  coachman  might  as  well  attempt  to  cast  a 
brick  into  a  washing  tub  15yds.  or  20yds.  off 
with  a  riding  whip.    Long  casting  is  one  of 
those  things  which  can  only  be  learned  by 
practical  experience.    To  put  it  comparatively, 
too  much  line  out  means  a  loss  of  power,  and 
consequently  of  utility  to  cover  anything  like  the 
requisite  distance.    Using  a  fine  line,  the  further, 
easier,  and  more  lightly  the  float  and  bait  can  be 
cast  to  their  destination.    On  the  other  hand,  it 
is  impossible  to  cast  properly  with  a  line  in  the 
least  degree  too  thick,  or  with  a  rod  either  too 
supple  or  too  stiff.    There  are  several  ways  in 
which  a  float  may  be  cast  out  to  any  reasonable 
distance.    I  was  reading  the  other  day,  that :  "  In 
still  water  a  piece  of  quill  an  inch  long  is  amply 
sufficient  float,  and  one  shot  is  enough  weighttocock 
it."    So  far  so  good,  but  unless  the  angler  were  an 
adept  in  casting  in  the  Sheffield  style,  how  is  he 
going  to  get  such  a  float  out  10yds.  or  12yds.  in  a 
dead  calm  Y    The  author  does  not  say,  but  it  can 
easily  be  done  by  squeezing  an  adhesive  pellet  of 
ground-bait  well  around  the  shank  of  the  hook 
and  allowing  it  to  be  in  touch  with  the  worm, 
bunch  of  gentles,  paste,  &c.,  and  wherever  the 
bait  is  oast  there  the  ground-bait  is  bound  to  be. 
I  am  very  partial  to  fishing  20yd8.  or  '.iOyda.  and 
more    out    with    a    float   in    such    places  as 
Dagenham,    Lake,    Welsh   Harp,   and  Elstree 
R'jservoir.    It  may  be  cast  out  by  means  of  a 
small    pistol    or    ordinary    perforated  bullet 
resting  on  a  split  shot,  nipped  on  the  fine  line 
just  above  the  loop  of  the  gut.    At  the  first  cast 
the  float  may  lie  flat  on  the  surface — it  is  too 
deep,  and  muHt  be  put  lower  on  the  line  until  the 
red  top  of  the  floj,t  stands  out  of  the  water  about 
an  incn.    If  it  goes  under  it  must  l>e  put  higher 
up  the  line.    Many  pools  and  eddies,  and  such 
rivers  as  the  Arun,  Med  way,  Stort,  Mole,  Beane, 


Wey,  Lea,  Rib,  and  Rother  may  be  easily  fished 
by  bringing  down  one  or  two  lengths  of  line 
from  between  the  rings,  according  to  the  distance 
required  to  be  covered.  When  casting  the  float 
with  two  loops  of  line  held  in  position  with  the 
tips  of  the  first  and  second  fingers,  the  reel 
being  skidded  with  the  little  finger  of  the  right 
hand,  that  hand  grasping  the  rod  immediately 
above  the  reel,  the  line  in  the  first  or  uppermost 
finger  must  be  allowed  to  go  first,  and  the  line  on 
the  second  finger  to  be  released  instantly  after 
it,  or  a  tangle  will  be  the  result.  The  little 
finger  of  the  right  hand  must  act  in  unison  with 
this  operation,  and  must  be  taken  off  the  reel  the 
moment  the  cast  is  made.  With  a  little  practice 
there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  casting  a  properly 
shotted  float  from  one  side  to  the  other  in  many 
parts  of  the  rivers  above  mentioned.  If  the  tyro 
prefers  to  (what  is  termed)  "  climb  the  rod"  with 
his  left  hand  sooner  than  take  the  first  loop 
between  the  reel  and  the  first  ring,  he  must  bring 
the  butt  of  the  rod  as  far  back  as  possible. 
In  all  cases  when  ledgering  in  still  waters  after 
the  cast  has  been  made  allow  the  bait  to  settle 
down,  and  then  gently  wind  up  any  slack  line 
until  the  resistance  of  the  pellet  or  weight  is  felt. 
Then  draw  about  2ft.  of  line  off  the  reel,  and 
allow  it  to  lie  on  the  ground  by  the  side  of  tKe 
rod,  so  that  a  fish  on  biting  may  make  its  first 
run  without  the  slightest  check.  Never  hitch  the 
line  around  the  handle  of  the  reels ;  such  a  pro- 
ceeding is  only  courting  disaster,  and  if  a  bream 
feels  the  least  resistance  it  will  drop  the  bait.  A 
bite  generally  begins  with  an  upward  movement 
of  the  line,  but  if  it  sways  to  and  fro,  in  other 
words  from  side  to  side,  this  peculiar  movement 
is  generally  caused  by  a  fish  striking  against  it  in 
passing.  Keep  your  eye  on  the  line,  and  the 
moment  it  commences  to  move  off  the  rod  should 
be  raised  with  a  firm  but  not  too  hard  a  strike 
towards  the  left  shoulder.  In  fact,  hard  or 
random  striking  often  causes  the  tackle  to  break, 
for  bream,  like  barbel  and  carp,  possess  rather 
tough  mouths.  If  there  is  a  moderate  stream  a 
pellet  of  ground-bait  worked  up  a  little  more 
stiffly  than  when  pond  fishing  to  resist  the 
disintegration  of  the  current  may  be  used.  For 
this  purpose  I  like  a  ground-bait  made  of  equal 
portions  of  bread,  bran,  and  barley  meal,  but 
where  there  is  only  a  slight  stream  bread  and 
bran,  or  bread  and  pollard  well  mixed  with  warm 
water,  makes  a  very  useful  ground-bait ;  but  when 
light  ledgering  with  a  float,  with  either  shots  or 
a  small  pear-shaped  lead,  similar  to  the  Lea  style, 
is  adopted,  and  the  ground-bait  is  required  to 
break  up  at  once  and  drizzle  down  the  stream  in 
order  to  draw  the  bream  together,  it  must  be 
made  less  adhesive  than  in  the  former  instance. 

As  soon  as  the  float  has  settled  it  can  be 
released  from  the  shots  or  weight  by  giving  the 
line  a  slight  twitch  with  the  rod.  When 
ledgering  without  a  float  in  still  waters  within  an 
easy  distance  from  the  bank — say,  for  instance, 
■uch  a  distance  as  that  to  which  balls  of  ground- 
bait  of  about  the  same  shape  and  size  of  the  hook- 
bait  can  be  thrown  or  pitched  without  difficulty — 
it  is  frequently  a  good  plan  to  fix  a  small  cork 
pilot  on  the  line,  about  1ft.  or  2ft.  deeper  than 
the  water.  There  need  not  be  any  fear  that  this 
will  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  fish  taking  the 
bait,  for  it  offers  only  an  insignificant  amount  of 
resistance  if  fixed  at  the  depth  stated  above.  It, 
however,  has  the  great  advantage  of  allowing  the 
angler  to  throw  his  ground-bait  to  a  nicety,  and, 
moreover,  it  very  effectually  deceives  the  fish, 
because  it  stands  to  reason  that  even  the  most 
wary  and  cautious  old  bream  would  find  it 
rather  difficult  to  tell  the  hook-bait  from 
the  ground- bait.  Should  the  pilot  disappear 
when  the  first  cast  is  made,  the  plug  can  be 
removed,  and  it  can  be  fixed  higher  up  the  line 
when  the  time  arrives  to  examine  or  renew  the 
bait.  The  thin  end  of  any  old  porcupine  float 
makes  an  excellent  plug  to  shove  through  the 

F)erforated  pilot  to  keep  it  from  slipping  down  the 
ine.  The  moment  that  the  pilot  disappears  or  is 
seen  to  move  ott'  all  slack  line  should  be  reeled  up 
and  the  fish  struck.  Of  course,  it  goes  without 
saying  that  the  smaller  the  bullet  the  more  difficult 
it  is  to  cast,  but  this  difficulty  can  easily  be 
remedied  by  using  a  pellet  (well  squeezed  around 
the  bullet)  in  proportion  to  the  distance  to  be 
covered. 

Float  Fishing. — One  of  the  best  methods  of 
taking  bream  in  river  fishing  is  to  angle  for  them 


by  tight-corking,  or,  in  other  words,  holding  the 
float  stUl  at  such  a  distance  from  the  rod  that 
they  can  be  struck  in  a  moment,  with  the  nose  of 
the  float  standing  out  like  a  snag,  and  the  two 
lowest  shots  or  pear-shaped  lead  resting  on  the 
bottom.  The  float  can  be  allowed  to  go  down- 
stream in  the  deeper  water  until  it  arrives  where 
it  is  intended  to  be  held,  that  is  over  the  ground- 
bait  and  in  a  line  with  the  rod  top.  The  stream 
will  soon  work  it  into  this  position,  or  it  may  be 
allowed  to  go  down  inch  by  inch  right  over 
the  ground-bait.  A  good  deal  depends  upon 
the  nature  and  situation  of  the  swim ;  some- 
times one  plan  is  best,  sometimes  the  other. 
The  novice  should,  however,  remember  that  fish 
often  do  not  bite  twice  alike,  and  that  there  are 
occasions  when  even  bream  prefer  a  moving  bait ; 
then  he  must  use  a  float  and  tackle  to  suit  the 
current,  carefully  paying  off  line  from  the  reel,  as 
when  trying  for  dace,  &c.  As  a  rule  August  and 
September  are  the  two  best  months,  and  in  such 
rivers  as  the  Medway,  Ouse,  and  Thames,  from 
dusk  until  about  twelve  o'clock  is  the  best  time. 
For  instance,  last  summer  I  found  that  bream 
would  bite  much  better  in  the  Thames  from  dusk 
until  about  eleven  o'clock  than  they  would  from 
daybreak  until  five  o'clock  or  six  o'clock.  Never 
rick  or  let  a  bream  escape  if  it  be  possible  to 
elp  it.  I  have  repeatedly  failed  to  obtain  any 
sport  after  such  an  occurrence.  Knowing  this, 
one  should  be  most  careful  in  striking,  playing, 
and  landing  fish. 

In  such  rivers  as  the  Wey  and  Mole  sometimes 
bream  may  be  caught  by  using  a  perforated 
swanshot  on  very  fine  gut,  about  18in.  from  the 
hook,  when  they  cannot  be  caught  by  ordinary 
methods.  The  swim  should  be  clear  and  free 
from  all  obstructions,  the  angler  should  keep 
well  out  of  sight,  be  as  still  as  a  mouse,  and  the 
bait  may  be  a  maiden  lob  or  dew  worm,  baited  so 
that  it  is  allowed  plenty  of  freedom,  and  not 
threaded,  and  carefully  drawn  between  the 
thumb  and  finger  from  head  to  tail,  if  it  has  not 
been  scoured,  to  get  rid  of  all  undigested  matter ; 
and  freshly  made  white  paste  or  gentles,  according 
to  the  state  of  the  water.  O.  U. 


SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  A  MEMORABLE 
FISHING  MATCH. 


I  AM  not  inclined  to  view  fishing  matches  with 
a  very  friendly  eye,  but  seeing  that  Englishmen 
would  rest  ill-content  if  they  were  not  frequently 
pitting  their  skill  one  against  another,  and  as  the 
same  hungering  to  excel  occurs  in  all  forms  of 
sport,  and  for  that  matter  in  nearly  every  other 
way — for  do  we  not  hear  of  lightning  barbers 
shaving  against  time  and  each  other,  gentlemen 
with  better  digestion  than  judgment  competing 
as  to  who  can  soonest  devour  a  leg  of  mutton 
with  proper  proportion  of  vegetables,  &c. ;  and 
have  we  not  the  immortal  Sam  Weller's  account 
of  the  crumpet  eating  champion  who  finished  his 
career  on  earth  in  the  effort  to  finish  the  last  six- 
penn'orth  of  I  forget  how  many  dozens  ? — I 
suppose  they  will  continue  to  be,  and  perhaps 
there  is  not  much  harm  in  them  so  long  as  they 
are  conducted  on  fairly  sportsmanlike  lines.  But 
wherever  competition  occurs,  there,  too,  at  times, 
will  sharp  practice  creep  in.  And  this  reminds 
me  of  a  rather  good  story,  which  has  the  remark- 
able characteristic  (for  a  fish  tale)  of  being  abso- 
lutely true.  The  facts  leaked  out  some  little  time 
after  their  occurrence,  and  are  known  to  the 
members  of  a  certain  club,  so  there  is  no  harm  in 
me  giving  them  to  the  world;  moreover,  they 
point  a  moral  as  well  as  adorn  a  tale. 

The  club  in  question  included  many  good 
anglers  in  its  membership,  but,  as  usual,  there 
was  a  shining  light,  in  this  case  two  in  fact,  and 
for  some  time  it  was  doubtful  which  shone  the 
more  brilliantly.  It  would  be  difficalt  to  find  two 
men  so  totally  different,  yet  vastly  similar,  us 

Tom  P  e  and  George  N  e.    Tom  was  a 

well-to-do  tradesman,  with  plenty  of  time  on 
his  hands;  a  well-built  man,  with  a  happy-go- 
lucky  manner,  and  generally  voted  a  "  rattling 
good  fellow."  George  was  a  mechanic,  struggling 
along  on  ,i^2  a  week,  or,  perhaps,  a  little  more ; 
his  only  leisure  time,  Sundays  and  Bank 
Holidays ;  a  spare-built,  taciturn  man,  of  steady 
plodding,  thoughtful  mien.  He  had  few  friends, 
but  no  enemies.  Both  were  keen,  expert  anglers, 
exceptionally  clever  with  the  long  pole  and  tight 
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line.  Eacli  had  a  vast  admiration  for  the  other, 
and  if  Greorge  rose  to  a  point  of  enthusiasm  it 
was  when  Tom  assumed  some  seriousness  while 
the  twain  discussed  a  technicality  of  their  art  or 
fought  their  respective  battles  over  again  as  their 
silvery  spoil  lay  displayed  on  the  weighing-in 
trays.  Both  were  anglers  at  heart,  which  means 
a  lot,  and  doubtless  a  firm  friendship  would  have 
existed  between  them  for  all  time  had  not  a 
certain  competition  been  arranged  in  which 
occurred  an  example  of  that  sharp  practice  to 
which  I  have  referred. 

As  is  usual,  I  believe,  with  most  clubs,  the 
members  met  twice  each  week,  on  the  Sunday 
evening  and  one  day  during  the  week,  for  the 
purpose  of  weighing-in  fish,  transacting  business, 
and  generally  conferring  together.  It  is  easily 
understood,  then,  that  the  aggregate  weight  of 
fish  shown  by  Tom  exceeded  that  displayed  by 
George,  for  the  former  could,  and  often  did, 
weigh-in  on  both  days,  whereas  the  sport  of  the 
latter  was  limited  to  Sundays.  Only  fish  taken 
from  public  waters  were  eligible  to  compete  for 
prizes,  so  Tom's  big  baskets  from  private  waters 
availed  him  nothing,  unless,  indeed,  the  envious 
glances  of  the  members  gave  him  any  satisfaction. 
So  far  as  the  Simday  catches  were  concerned, 
George's  outnumbered  Tom's,  and  what  is  more 
to  the  point,  exceeded  them  in  average  weight. 
But  there  was  little  to  choose  between  them,  and 
thus  matters  stood  until  the  time  of  the 
competition. 

One  week-day  night  Tom  showed  a  wonderful 
basket  of  thumping  roach  from  private  water, 
and  naturally,  the  conversation  drifted  into  a 
discussion  as  to  the  respective  merits,  from  a 
sporting  point  of  view,  of  catches  from  private 
waters  as  compared  with  those  from  public  waters, 
the  majority  of  members  (of  course  I)  being  in 
favour  of  the  latter.  Tom,  however,  was  elated 
with  his  splendid  success  (as  well  he  might  be), 
and  opposed  the  majority,  maintaining  that  roach 
of  from  lib.  to  21b.  required  as  much  handling  in 
private  as  in  public  water. 

"  Tes,"  drily  remarked  George,  "  but  they  want 
more  finding  in  public  water  !  " 

To  say  the  least  of  it  that  was  a  sensible 
assertion,  and  very  much  to  the  point.  It  resulted 
in  a  somewhat  heated  discussion,  in  the  course  of 
which  Tom  got  the  worst  of  the  argument  (he 
might  have  expected  it,  I  should  say  ),  and  had 
to  fall  back  on  his  last  resource — an  open 
challenge  to  Greorge,  which,  to  my  way  of  think- 
ing, proved  conclusively  the  weakness  of  his  case 
In  a  very  quiet  manner  George  pointed  out  that 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  take  up  a  challenge 
which  necessitated  fishing  in  private  waters,  he 
had  no  permission.  Tom  met  the  objection  by 
offering  to  get  the  necessary  permit ;  but  again 
George  scored  by  reminding  Tom  that  owners 
of  private  fisheries  did  not  care  to  have  their 
waters  fished  on  the  Sabbath,  and  that  was  the 
only  day  available  to  him.  The  rejoinder  to 
this  was  that  if  a  private  fishery  could  not  be 
found  in  which  they  might  fish  on  a  Sunday,  then 
he  (Tom)  would  make  good  any  financial  loss 
George  might  be  put  to  to  fish  on  a  week-day. 
But  here,  again,  the  taciturn  one  had  the  best  of 
the  argument  when  he  reminded  his  opponent 
that  a  day's  absence  from  work  might  cause  the 
loss  of  his  situation,  and  that,  after  all,  the  success 
fnl  man  in  a  public  water  would  almost  to  £ 
certainty  prove  his  superiority  in  a  private  water 
"  I  maintain  that  the  greater  test  would  occur 
in  public  water,"  George  deliberately  asserted 

"  Then  I'm  hanged  if  I  won't  fish  you  on  your 
own  terms,  when  and  where  you  choose ! " 
excitedly  exclaimed  Tom. 

And  it  was  arranged  then  and  there  to  fish  a 
match  in  a  certain  public  water  for  five  successive 
Sundays,  the  largest  aggregate  weight  of  roach  only 
to  win  ;  each  competitor  to  be  permitted  to  choose 
his  own  swim  each  day,  and  but  one  rod — a  ,Lea 
roach  pole — to  be  used.  There  was  no  need  to 
place  either  man  on  his  honour,  and  it  was 
stipulated  by  them  that  the  members  of  the  club 
should  let  them  go  their  own  way  in  peace,  i.e 
not  crowd  down  to  the  swim  either  might  be 
fishing,  but  to  await  the  result  of  each  day's 
angling  until  the  baskets  were  produced  in  the 
clubhouse  at  night.  How  far  this  stipulation  was 
honestly  observed  will  appear  presently.  It  only 
remains  for  me  to  add  that  the  match  vas  wagec 
at  least,  so  far  as  the  competitors  were  concerned 
merely  for  the  honour  of  winning. 


On  the  first  Sunday  morning  at  the  appointed 
time  our  two  anglers  met  at  the  clubhouse  (a 
condition  of  the  match)  and  proceeded  together 
to  the  adjacent  railway  station,  where  they 
received  a  hearty  send-off  from  a  number  of  their 
brother  members  who.  hard  assembled  to  witness 
the  fii-st  start  in  the  big  match.  Tom  and  George 
journeyed  together  in  the  same  compartment 
until  they  reached  the  first  of  the  four  stations 
that  were  convenient  for  different  parts  of  the 
they  were  to  fish.  Here  George  alighted, 
and,  bidding  adieu  to  his  companion,  who  had 
decided  to  locate  his  efforts  that  day  some  few 
miles  further  on,  pursued  his  way  by  a  series  of 
short  cuts  through  wooded  parts  and  across 
meadow  land  to  a  secluded  spot  where  the  river 
could  only  be  reached  by  cautiously  worming  one's 
way  through  a  tangled  mass  of  bush,  tree,  and 
thick  undergrowth  that  lined  the  bank  for  some 
little  distance.  The  "  shop  "  was  well  known  to 
George  as  a  hot  one  for  roach,  a  nice  depth  of 
water,  a  beautifully  level  bottom,  and  just  enough 
current.  From  the  contour  of  the  river  above 
large  amount  of  natural  food  was  carried  into 
the  swim,  and  you  may  be  sure  that  our  angler 
judiciously  added  to  this  by  the  introduction  of 
cunningly  mixed  ground-bait.  Soon  the  long 
pole  peeped  out  from  the  bushes  lining  the  bank, 
and  George  was  at  work.  And  here  I  may  add 
that  he  was  a  sticker,  and,  having  satisfied  himself 
that  that  swim  was  the  one  to  do  the  trick, 
nothing  but  a  blank  on  the  first  day  would  have 
shaken  his  confidence  in  it. 

Tom's  knowledge  of  the  river  was  quite  equal 
to  that  of  Greorge's,  but  his  method  of  fishing  it 
was  totally  different,  for  he  sampled  no  less  than 
four  swims  on  the  first  day,  leaving  each  as  soon 
the  fish  ceased  biting  for  anything  like  a 


considerable  time.  In  the  result,  however,  the 
first  day's  fishing  proved  to  be  somewhat  in  Tom's 
favour,  for  he  totalled  eleven  roach,  weighing  81b., 
George  only  registering  nine,  weighing  S^lb.  It 
will  be  gathered  from  these  figures  that  both  men 
were  good  sportsmen,  and  scorned  to  weigh-in  any 
but  decent  fish,  for  there  was  not  a  pounder  roach 
in  the  two  catches 

And  here  I  may  say  that  George  stuck  to  his 
guns  all  through,  and  his  rod  peeped  from  the 
bush-fringed  bank  for  four  successive  Sundays. 
His  confidence  in  the  swim  was  warranted,  and,  as 
I  afterwards  learned,  it  (the  swim)  improved  con 
tinually,  until  on  the  fifth  and  last  day  it  was 
simply  perfection,  so  carefully  had  it  been  fished, 
so  judiciously  baited,  and  so  helped  by  the  volume 
of  water  coming  down  in  splendid  trim.  Tom 
also  stuck  to  his  methods,  and  flitted  from  swim 
to  swim  in  close  proximity  to  one  or  the  other  of 
the  three  stations  left  to  him,  and  be  it  well 
understood  that  until  the  unfortunate  occurrence 
of  the  fifth  day  he  religiously  abstained  from 
alighting  at  the  first  station  on  the  river,  from 
which  George  started  as  regularly  as  clockwork. 
In  the  meantime  George's  catch  had  gradually 
crept  up  to  Tom's,  so  that  on  the  evening  of  the 
fourth  day  he  was  only  ;|lb.  behind  Tom,  and,  as 
he  afterwards  told  me,  his  swim  was  worth  101b. 
of  fish  on  the  last  day,  barring  accidents. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day,  much  to 
George's  surprise,  Tom  alighted  at  the  first 
station. 

"  Ton  see,  old  chap,"  he  remarked,  "  I  ve  fished 
all  those  blessed  swims  below,  and  have  a  mind  to 
fish  an  old  favourite  one  hereabouts." 

To  which  George  could  not  raise  the  slightest 
objection,  but  he  was  none  the  less  somewhat 
anxious. 

"  Very  well,"  said  he,  "  go  ahead  and  take  your 
choice,  and  I'll  follow  presently." 

In  this  way  he  played  the  game  as  a  sportsman 
should,  but  when  he  made  his  way  to  the  old  swim 
some  ten  minutes  afterwards  and  found  Tom 
located  there,  he  lost  his  temper — and  his  head. 
He  swore,  and  what  is  worse,  he  swore  at  Tom, 
and  levelled  accusations  at  that  devoted  angler's 
head  that  would  have  riled  a  saint.  In  vain  Tom 
tried  to  explain  that  he  had  known  the  swim  for 
years,  and  would  have  fished  it  before  in  the 
match  only  he  knew  George  must  at  least  be 
fishing  in  the  locality,  and  he  did  not  wish  to 
appear  to  intrude  ;  explanations  were  useless,  and 
with  a  remark  that  was  anything  but  charac- 
teristic of  himself,  George  strode  away  to  another 


In  the  light  of  after  developments  George  was 
undoubtedly  wrong,  and  even  as  he  sullenly  put 


his  rod  together  at  a  swim  some  distance  away,  it 
occurred  to  him  that  Tom  might  have  pitched 
upon  that  particular  swim  not  knowing  it  was  the 
one  he  (George)  had  nursed  for  the  match ;  after 
all,  Tom's  roving  methods  might  quite  easily  lead 
him  there  as  elsewhere.  And  then  as  he  drove 
the  hook  into  a  half-pounder  roach  more  kindly 
thoughts  entered  his  mind,  and  for  half  a  pin  he 
would  have  gone  and  apologised  to  Tom .  Perhaps 
it's  a  pity  he  did  not  act  upon  this  impulse,  for 
ten  to  one  Tom  would  have  vacated  the  shop  had 
the  matter  been  put  to  him  in  a  quiet  and  gentle- 
manly manner.  But  the  evil  genius  of  George 
was  in  the  ascendant,  for  just  then  a  member  of 
the  club  strolled  up. 

Hello,  George  !  What  are  you  doing  here  ? 
Why  are  you  not  fishing  your  old  favourite 
swim  ?  " 

By  which  remark  it  will  be  clearly  seen  that 
George's  swim  was  known  to  someone.  He 
explained  that  Tom  was  fishing  it.  And  then 
followed  a  conversation,  in  which  the  new  an-ival 
on  the  scene  made  it  quite  clear  to  George  that 
Tom  must  have  known  the  swim  was  the  same 
from  which  he  (George)  hoped  to  weigh-in  the 
winning  basket  of  roach,  after  which  he  left  our 
angler,  and  strolled  in  the  direction  of  the  railway 
station.  George  stuck  steadily  to  his  work,  and 
managed  to  knock  out  about  71b.  of  roach  fi-om 
the  swim  he  was  fishing,  which  was  not  so  bad 
after  all.  He  then  packed  up  and  travelled  back 
to  the  club  alone,  for  neither  Tom  nor  the  other 
member  of  the  club  showed  up  when  the  train 
ran  alongside  the  platform. 

Meanwhile  Tom  had  basketed  about  91b.  or 
101b.  of  good  roach  by  the  middle  of  the  after- 
noon, when  he  packed  up  and  proceeded  to  the 
inn  close  by  the  little  railway  station,  the  land- 
lord of  which  was  an  old  friend  of  his.  Here  he 
showed  mine  host  his  catch,  which  consisted  of 
thirteen  fish,  weighing  exactly  OAlb.  The  land- 
lord suggested  a  drive  back  to  town,  and  as  it  was 
a  beautiful  afternoon,  and  there  was  plenty  of 
time  to  reach  the  club  to  weigh-in,  Tom  agreed. 
So  the  little  dogcart  was  got  out,  and  while  the 
friends  were  having  a  "final"  drink  Tom's  fish 
and  tackle  were  handed  to  the  ostler  to  be  placed 
the  back  of  the  cart,  which  was  presently 


in 

brought  round  to  the  front  of  the  inn. 

"  Everything  all  right  ?    Fish  and  tackle  all 
in  ?  "  Tom  queried  of  the  ostler. 
"  Tes,  sir." 

And  away  they  went  bowling  along  through  the 
quiet  country  lanes,  now  on  to  the  high  road, 
presently  into  the  suburbs,  and  ultimately 
arriving  at  the  clubhouse,  where  Tom  sent  his 
fish  and  tackle  up  into  the  club-room  while  he 
and  the  two  landlords  fraternised  in  the  little  bar 
parlour  below. 

"Time  to  weigh-in,"  said  the  secretary  of  the 
club,  putting  his  head  in  at  the  door. 

"  Oh  !  very  well,"  said  Tom.  "  You  can  turn 
my  fish  out  of  the  bag  in  the  bottom  of  the 
basket.  I  know  just  what  I've  got.  Shall  be  up 
in  half  a  minute.  By-the-bye,"  turning  to  his 
two  friends,  "  suppose  we  all  three  go  up  and  see 
the  result  of  the  weighing-in." 

So  they  mounted  to  the  club-room,  where  they 
found  a  full  attendance  of  members.  George's 
fish  had  been  weighed,  and  were  displayed  on  a 
couple  of  trays— twelve  fish,  weighing  V^lb.  The 
secretary  was  picking  the  fish  from  Tom's  bag 
and  placing  them  in  the  scale.  "  Six,  seven, 
eight,"  he  counted,  and  then  proceeded  to  weigh 
them.    "  Eight  fish,  weight  51b.,"  he  announced, 

"  which  leaves   George  N  e  winner  of  the 

match  by  21b. ! "  And  at  this  announcement  quite 
a  cheer  was  raised  by  George's  supporters  as  they 
crowded  round  to  congi-atulate  him. 

"  If  I  couldn't  have  knocked  more  fish  than  that 
out  of  that  swim,"  growled  George,  "  I'd  have 
broken  up  my  rod  and  never  fished  again ! " 
Then  addressing  Tom,  "  That's  all  you  get  for 
sneaking  into  another  man's  swim !  " 

Tom  ignored  this  unkind  remark,  and, 
addressing  the  secretary,  said, 

"Now,  Mr.  Secretary,  you've  had  your  laugh, 
let  us  see  the  remainder  of  the  fish." 

"  That's  all  there  is,  Mr.  P  e ! "    And  in 

proof  of  his  statement  the  secretary  shook  Tom's 
linen  bag,  which  was  empty. 

And  then  the  row  begun !  Tom's  friend,  who 
had  driven  him  to  the  club,  supported  his  state- 
ment that  the  j-eal  catch  was  thirteen  fish,  weigh- 
ing 9ilb. ;  but  where  were  they  ?    George  hinted 
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that  a  man  who  would  sneak  another  man's 
swim  would  make  any  assei*tion.  Tom  lost  his 
temper,  and  accused  any  and  everybody  of  sneak- 
ing his  fish ;  and  so  they  went  on,  untilit  actually 
looked  like  coming  to  blows,  and  the  competition, 
which  was  to  prove  who  was  the  better  angler  of 
the  two,  only  brought  to  the  surface  the  worst 
points  in  each  man's  character. 

Of  course,  the  official  decision  was  that  George 
was  the  winner ;  equally,  of  couree,  the  two  men 
became  estranged.  The  ostler  at  the  inn  might 
easily  have  told  a  tale,  that,  having  put  the  fish 
and  basket  in  the  back  of  the  cart,  he  had  gone 
into  the  house  for  a  rug,  and  on  his  return  had 
noticed  a  man  just  leaving  the  cart ;  and  further, 
that  he  could  have  sworn  that  the  man  had  just 
closed  the  tail-board. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  the  mystery  was  solved 
when  the  member  who  had  met  George  by  the 
riverside  was  dismissed  the  club  for  some  shady 
transaction.  He  it  was  who  was  at  the  tail-board 
of  the  cart ;  he  extracted  the  fish,  his  object  being 
to  win  a  bet  of  a  sovereign  he  had  with  another 
member.  He  had  watched  George  right  through- 
out the  match,  and  was  pretty  certain  of  his 
money  fairly  ;  but  when  Tom  located  himself  at 
George's  swim  on  the  fifth  day,  he  saw  a  loss 
staring  him  in  the  face,  to  guard  against  which 
he  first  tried  to  induce  George  to  round  on  Tom, 
and  either  spoil  or  occupy  the  winning  swim.  In 
this  he  was  not  successful ;  but  chance  gave  him 
an  opportunity  to  put  things  "  right."  He  was 
drinking  a  glass  of  beer  in  the  back  parlour  of  the 
inn  when  Tom's  fish  were  brought  out  and  put 
into  the  dog  cart.  A  railway  key  and  a  dirty 
action  did  the  rest. 

But  so  many  bitter  things  were  said  between 
Tom  and  George,  that  even  when  the  truth  leaked 
out  it  was  impossible  to  patch  up  the  broken 
friendship.    Ibis  Tag. 


FISHING  IN  INDIAN  WATERS. 

(Continued  from  page  7.) 


PART  VI. 
"  Open  Deep  Sea  Fishing." 

[In  the  previous  portion  of  this  article,  which 
appeared  on  Jan.  6,  reference  was  made  to  several 
photographs  by  the  author.  Herewith  we  give  a 
reproduction  of  No.  1,  the  so-called  "sea  pike" 
(Sphyrcena  acutipennis),  caught  near  Socotra. 
Weight,  lOilb.  Speed  of  vessel,  from  five  and  a 
half  to  seven  knots.  It  was  taken  with  the 
bunting  bait.] 

The  subsequent  proceedings  interest  the  pilot 
fish  no  more.  There  is  a  firm  belief  among 
sailors  that  if  a  shark  is  once  hooked  and  gets  off 
that  he  metes  out  condign  punishment  upon  them 
for  haAring  misled  him ;  they  are,  therefore,  off, 
and  you  will  see  them  again  no  more.  Once 
hooked,  it  is  purely  a  matter  of  brute  strength ; 
you  hang  on  to  your  fish,  getting  in  the  rope  little 
by  little,  in  spite  of  his  struggles,  until  his  head  is 
hove  up  out  of  the  water,  when  either  a  running 
bowline  is  put  on  the  line  and  lowered  down  over 
his  head  until  in  position  near  the  tail,  then 
tightened  up  as  soon  as  it  is  possible,  then 
heave  away  on  both  lines  and  drag  him 
struggling  on  board ;  or  else,  before  attempting 
to  lift  him,  you  quiet  him  once  for  all  with  a  rifle 
bullet  through  his  brain.  I  give  the  above  as  a 
typical  instance  of  how  a  large  fish  of  this  sort  is 
usually  caught  and  killed;  but  often  enough, 
instead  of  taking  the  bait  offhand,  as  described, 
he  will  play  around,  make  false  rushes,  and  dally 
and  toy  with  it  in  a  most  aggravating  manner, 
pushing  it  with  his  nose,  and  sometimes  turning 
round  and  lashing  out  at  it  with  his  tail,  until 
your  patience  is  well  nigh  exhausted ;  and  then, 
when  you  have  almost  given  up  all  hope  of 
seducing  him  into  committing  the  desired 
indiscretion,  he  makes  up  his  mind,  makes 
bis  rush,  and,  with  a  thrill  of  excitement, 
you  realise  that  you  have  really  got  him. 
But  even  in  this  fishing  there  is  still  often  the  pro- 
verbial slip  between  cup  and  lip,  and  in  his 
struggles  he  may  break  loose,  and  you  cannot 
count  upon  your  fish  till  he  is  landed.  Once 
inboard,  he  is  triced  down  as  soon  as  possible,  and, 
if  still  alive,  a  onup  de  r/rdcc  is  given  him  by 
cutting  off  his  tail  with  an  axe,  and  uutil  this  is 
done  he  is  a  most  awkward  customer  to  go  any- 
where near.  Sailors  seem  to  have  an  inborn 
hatred  of  sharks,  and  nothing  pleases  them  so 


much  as  the  death  of  such  a  one  as  I  have 
described.  Once  dead  his  head  and  tail  are 
generally  cut  off  and  kept  (the  former  for  the 
sake  of  the  jaws  and  teeth)  as  trophies,  and 
sometimes  you  will  find  someone  energetic  enough 
to  take  out  the  backbone,  part  of  which,  when 
dried  and  cleaned,  is  made  into  a  walking  stick 
by  threading  the  various  joints  upon  a  stout  piece 
of  iron  or  steel  wire.  "The  rest  of  the  body  is 
generally  thrown  overboard. 

Having  dealt  with  the  above  different  modes  of 
catching  the  ocean  fish,  I  come  now  to  quite  a 
different  class  of  fishing,  which  is  never  to  be 
obtained  in  the  Indian  waters,  and  which,  perhaps,, 
on  that  account,  I  ought  not  to  include  here,  but 
as  this  paper  is  intended  to  deal  with  open  sea 
fishing,  I  must  be  excused  for  touching  on  it.  I 
mention  it  here,  but  at  the  same  time  I  should 
like  to  say  that  I  do  not  approve  of  it,  and 
deprecate  the  practice  on  every  possible  occasion. 
I  refer  to  the  practice  so  common  among  passen- 
gers and  seamen  alike  of  fishing  for  the  ocean 
birds.  Sailing  ships  bound  from  the  United 
Kingdom  for  the  Australian  Colonies  and  New 
Zealand  generally  go  out  by  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  route,  and  return  via  Cape  Horn.  This  is 
done  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  prevailing 
winds.  When  you  get  away  south  into  the 
"  roaring  forties,"  you  experience  a  strong 
westerly  wind,  which  is  nearly  always  blowing 
pretty  hard.  Down  in  these  southerly  regions, 
hundreds  of  miles  from  any  land,  you  come  upon 


the  home  of  many  of  the  finest  and  most  beauti- 
ful of  the  sea  birds — gulls  large  and  small,  terns, 
petrels  (Mother  Carey's  chickens),  frigate  birds, 
boobies,  mollyhawks,  and  last,  but  certainly  not 
least,  the  noble  albatross.  All  t'  ese  birds  con- 
gregate near  the  ship,  and  wheel,  and  soar,  and 
scream  about  her  from  day's  end  to  day's  end, 
and  nothing  is  thrown  overboard  that  is  not  at 
once  taken  if  fit  for  food.  Hence  it  is  that,  as  a 
rule,  it  is  so  easy  to  catch  these  creatures.  I 
always  maintain  that  it  is  a  useless  and  cruel 
practice,  as  they  are  not  wanted,  in  fact,  are  not 
fit  for  food,  and  unless  it  be  that  an  occasional  speci- 
men may  be  required  for  scientific  purposes,  there  is 
no  excuse  for  the  practice.  There  is  no  more  beauti- 
ful sight  to  be  seen  than  these  wild  sea  birds  wheeling 
and  turning  and  soaring  above  the  foam- crested 
waves  in  dark  and  gloomy  weither,  and  I  have 
watched  them  for  hours  with  the  keenest  delight. 
Perfectly  at  home  amid  the  tumultuous  elements, 
alighting  at  times  on  the  breakers  and  floating  as 
easy  as  a  fragment  of  cork  or  as  light  as  a  bubble, 
they  sport  in  and  out  of  the  tempest  tossed  seas, 
and  give  one  the  impression  of  being  as  much 
ocean-bom  creatures  as  the  very  fish  themselves. 
All  of  them,  from  the  smallest  to  the  greatest, 
can  be  caught.  A  small  piece  of  pork  put  upon  a 
hookj  and  let  out  with  a  good  long  length  of  line, 
will  nearly  always  be  all  that  is  required.  No 
sooner  is  it  over  than  the  birds  make  a  swoop, 
several  perhaps  at  a  time,  and  fight  over  it  until 
the  strongest  prevails,  sei/.es  the  morsel,  and  pays 
the  penalty.    They  are  fiuiokly  hauled  on  board. 


the  hook  taken  out,  rebaited,  and  the  same  thing 
goes  on  again.  Very  few  of  the  ocean  birds  when 
put  down  on  deck  are  able  to  rise  and  fly  away  on 
account  of  the  length  of  their  wings  and  the 
shortness  of  their  legs,  and  nearly  all  siiffer 
severely  from  sea  sickness  when  first  caught  and 
put  down.  It  is  not  every  day,  however,  that  an 
albatross  can  be  caught,  but  still  they  are  hooked 
at  times,  and  in  the  same  way.  Sailors  generally 
keep  the  breast  feathers,  the  wing  bones,  and  the 
feet  and  beak  of  these  birds.  The  breast  feathers 
make  a  handsome  boa  or  muff,  the  wing  bones  are 
supposed  to  make  the  best  of  pipe  stems,  the  feet 
when  skinned  and  stretched  out  are  converted 
into  fancy  tobacco  pouches,  and  the  beak  is  some- 
times turned  into  an  ornamental  handle  for  a 
walking  stick.  An  albatross  in  size  and  weight 
is  not  much  if  any  larger  than  a  good  sized 
turkey,  but  he  has  an  enormous  spread  of  wing. 
Very  ordinary  birds  measure  from  7ft.  to  9ft. 
across,  and  there  are  records  of  much  larger  ones, 
from  12ft.  to  14ft.,  measuring  across  from  tip  to 
tip. 

When  once  on  board  the  ship  the  albatross  is 
very  nearly  as  awkward  a  customer  to  deal  with 
as  the  shark,  and  he  can  keep  several  men  at  bay 
with  his  powerful  wings  and  beak.  I  shall  never 
forget  one  day  many  years  ago,  when  I  was  a  boy, 
when  one  had  been  caught  and  was  sitting 
quietly  tied  up  by  the  leg  to  the  ship's  rail 
ventured  a  little  too  close  to  the  prisoner,  and  he, 
apparently  not  relishing  my  appearance  on  the 
scene,  let  out  with  his  wings  and  caught  me  full 
on  the  legs,  knocking  the  feet  from  under  me  and 
landing  me  on  my  back.  At  the  satae  time  he 
made  a  vicious  dig  at  me  with  his  beak,  and  very 
nearly  took  the  piece  clean  out  of  the  calf  of  my 
leg.    I  left  him  alone  after  that. 

I  had  intended  when  I  began  this  paper  to  deal 
not  only  with  open  sea  fishing,  but  also  to  dwell 
for  a  little  upon  some  wonders  of  the  deep 
with  which  I  had  made  acquaintance  during  my 
time  in  the  marine  survey  ship,  but  space  will  not 
admit  of  this  just  now,  and  I  must  i-eserve  that 
for  some  future  occasion.  Sailors,  I  know,  ai 
said  to  be  very  apt  to  draw  the  "  long  bow,"  bu( 
there  are  so  many  wonderful  things  continuallj 
to  be  seen  at  sea  that  a  sailor  man  in  relating  his 
experiences  may  appear  to  the  innocent  landS' 
man  to  be  exaggerating,  when  in  reality  he  is 
certainly  keeping  strictly  to  the  truth.  I  ali 
think  that  King  David,  who  is  said  to  have 
employed  a  large  fleet  of  merchantmen,  must 
have  been  fond  of  sending  for  his  ships'  captains 
and  listening  to  their  sea  tales,  and  it  was 
probably  after  some  more  than  usually  stiff  yarn 
bad  been  spua  to  him  by  some  hoary -headed  old 
"  shellback  "  that  he  exclaimed,  They  that  go 
down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  that  do  business  in 
great  waters,  these  men  see  the  works  of  the 
Lord  and  His  wonders  in  the  deep." 

F.  O.  Gadsden 


SOME  STRAY  HINTS  TO  YOUNG 
ANGLERS. 


That  excellent  and  instructive  story,  "  Eyes 
and  No  Eyes,"  which  delighted  the  hearts  of  so 
many  of  us  in  those  dear  dead  days  of  long  ago, 
when  the  veracious  history  of  Sandford  and 
Merton,  to  say  nothing  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barlow, 
was  a  popular  book  amOng  juveniles,  contains  a 
moral  which  may  be  profitably  applied  to  himself 
by  the  young  angler.  The  authoress  in  working 
out  her  point  gives  a  very  graphic  description  of 
two  boys  who  had  been  out  for  a  country  ramble, 
and  who  on  their  return  were  asked  by  their  tutor 
to  relate  what  they  had  seen  on  the  way.  Of  this 
twain,  the  first  had  met  with  nothing  of 
any  importance  or  worth  mentioning,  while 
the  other,  who  was  evidently  a  budding  naturalist, 
had  found  something  of  interest  in  every  yard  of 
the  distance  he  had  traversed.  Exactly  the  same 
thing  maintains  in  angling.  The  man  who  uses 
his  eyes,  and  treats  the  face  of  the  river  as  a  great 
open  book  and  reads  as  he  runs,  will  find  no  difli- 
culty  in  catching  fish.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
one  who  is  content  to  merely  sit  on  the  bank  and 
throw  a  line  into  the  water  without  using  his  eyes 
will  never  become  a  successful  angler,  but  will 
remain  a  dangler  of  lines  through  the  whole  of 
his  life.  'Hence  the  reason  why  so  many  enthusi- 
astic fishermen  i-eturn  with  empty  creels,  and 
content  themselves,  as  an  explanation  of  their  ill- 
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"FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


CoNTKiBUTiONS  for  this  fund— the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded Jsoldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa— should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.     Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 

NINTH  LIST. 

£  B.  d.  £  s.  d. 

0   5   6    Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society  (per  Mr. 

Geo.  Etherington,  sec.)  :  Members  of  the 
Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  5s.  ;  Mr. 
Etherington,  Is. ;  Mr.  Royal,  Is. ;  Mr.  Gibbs, 
Is. ;  Mr.  Hart,  Is. ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Clarke  (host 
of  thn  Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society), 
08. ;  Mrs.  Clarke,  2s.  (id. ;  Mr.  Reeves,  Is. ; 
Mr.  T.  Easier,  Is. ;  Mr.  J.  Steedman,  Is. ; 
Mr.  H.  Holding,  Is. ;  Mr.  J.  Regardsoe,  Is. ; 
Mr.  G.  Watkins,  Is. ;  Mr.  B.  Stoue,  Is. ;  Mr. 

0  11   0       G.  Freelove,  6d  _   ...     1    1  0 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society  (second  list)  : 
Mr.  Thos.  Crumplen,  2s  6d. ;  Mr.  Hamilton, 
Is. ;  Mr.  Cannar,  Is.  (3d.  ;  Mr.  H.  Mallptt, 
sen.,  6d.  ;  Mr.  H.  Mallett,  jan.,  Is.;  Mr. 
F.  W.  Martin,  Is. ;  Mr.  J.  Jones,  Gd. ;  Mr. 
P.  Gardner,  6d. ;  Mr.  C.  Watkins,  Gd.  ;  Mr. 

Cooper,  6d. ;  Mr.  Wade,  6d   0  10  0 

0  G  0  Atlas  Ironworks,  Blackburn  (per  Mr.  W.  Buck) : 
Mr.  C.  HolJing,  Is.;  Mr.  W.  Buck,  28.; 
J.  R.,  6d.  ;  Mr.  A.  Rimmor,  6d.  ;  Mr.  F. 

Harrisnn,  6d. ;  T.  M.  Is.  ;  W.  R.,6d   0   6  0 

Per  Mr.  G  S.  Smeeth  :  W.  P.,  Is. ;  T.  D..  Is, ; 
J.  J.,  Is. ;  T.  T.,  2s  6d.  ;  S.  B.,  Is. ;  R.  R., 
28. ;  B.  J.  P.,  Is. ;  H.  R.  P.,  l8.  ;  C.  W.,  Is.  ; 
W.  F.  C,  29. 6d. ;  Mr.  G.  S.  Smeeth,  Bs. ;  Mr. 
Sam  O'Fario,  23.  6d. ;  Mr.  Johnson,  jun., 

2s.  6d. ;  J.  M.,  Is    1   6  0 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association    0   5  0 

Wenlock  Argling  Society  (per  Mr.  W.  HardeUj 

eec.)    0   5  0 

0  18  0  Waggoner  Angling  Society  (oer  Mr.  H.  Clegg, 
sec  ) :  Mr  H.  Clegg,  Is.  ;  Mr  M.  1\  Kenyon, 
Is.;  Mr.  H.  Walton,  Is,;  Mr.  Allan,  Is.; 
Mr.  E.  Mitchell,  Is   :   0  5  0 


M.  B.,  Fly  Fishers'  Club   

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  Tottenham  (per 

Mr.  W.  B.  Beaumont,  hon.  sec.)  :  Mr.  A. 

Langton,  Is. ;  Mr.  W.  Butler,  Is. ;  Mr.  W. 

Beaumont,  Is.  ;  Mr.  W.  Williams,  Is. ;  Mr. 

H.  Sawyer,  la.  ;  Mr.  Harris,  Is. ;  Mr.  F.  H. 

Beanmont,  Is.  ;  Mr.  T.  Durtford,  Oi. ;  Mr. 

D.  Knight,  6d. ;  Mr.  S.  Claridge,  6d.  ;  Mr. 

W.  Braggs,  6a. ;  Mr.  F.  Hov,  6d. ;  Mr.  E. 

Smith,  6d, ;  Mr.  D.  Thorpe,  6i. ;  A  Friend, 

<;d  _  

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society  (per  Mr. 

F.  Randall,  hon.  ate.)  :  Mr.  R.  Bennett,  .3d. ; 

Mr.  H.  Kelly,  Gd.  ;  Mr.  H.  Bobprtson,  6d. ; 

Mr.  C.  Parmenter,  ;id. ;  Mr.  F.  Lloyd,  Gd. ; 

Mr.  G.  Timson,  3d. ;  Mr.  F.  Randall,  Gd. ; 

Mr.  H.  Bennett,  3d.  ;  Mr.  H.  M.  Jackson, 

G3. ;  Mr.  H.  Lane,  Gd. ;  Mr.  E.  Papworth, 

3d. ;  Mr.  T.  Tueker,  Gd.  ;  Mr.  B.  Biesell,  Is. 
Un'tsd  Brothers  Anglirg  Society,  Greenwich 

(per  Mr.  F.  H.  Beak,  hon.  sec.)  :  Mr.  E. 

Skeate,  Is. ;  Mr.  J.  Payne,  Is. ;  Mr.  W.  G. 

Cockeiton,  Is. ;  Mr.  J.  Woi^d,  Is.  ;  Mr.  J. 

Mackrill,  28.  6d. ;  Mr.  E.  Gilby,  Od. ;  Mr.  F. 

Beak,  C>i.  ;  Mr.  S.  Drage,  Gd. ;  Mr.  H. 

Freames,  Is. ;  Mr.  R.  Beeson,  Is. ;  Mr.  E. 

Groves,  G3.  ;  Mr.  W.  Tyler,  63.  ;  Mr.  H. 

Fordham,  Gd. ;  Mr.  H.  Tyler,  6d. ;  Mr.  F. 

Green,  Gi.  ;  Mr.  W.  Windred,  Is.  ;  Mr.  J. 

Lister,  Gd.  ;  Mr.  R.  Champion,  Is. ;  Mr.  F. 

Belton,  Is.;  Mr.  W.  Drage,  Is.;  Mr.  C. 

Freak,  Is    

Streatham  Angling  Cinb  (per  Mr.  J.  Burgess, 

hon  sec.) :  Mr.  H.  Hazel! ,  1b  ;  F.  Jeater,  Is. ; 

C.  T.  Corke,  Is. ;  J.  L.  C.  Is. ;  F.,  Is. ;  Mr. 

H.  Digby,  Is. ;  Mr.  C.  Faulkner,  Is. ;  A.  J.  B., 

Is.;  E.  S.  8.,  Is.;  G.J.  8.,  28  

Mr.  R.  T,  Annan   „   

Mr.  C.  G.  Hcdgkinson  

Mr  David  Pine  


0  11  0 

0  5  0 

0  10  6 

0  10  0 


7  17  0 

Amount  from  eighth  list ...  125  12  11 


Total 


..  13.3   9  11 


Several  subscriptions  have  arrived  too  late  for  acknowledgment  this  week — will  appear  in  next  li^t. 


luck,  by  grumbling  at  the  decadence  of  angling 
through  the  growing  scarcity  of  the  fish  in  the 
rivers,  and  the  increased  cunning  of  the  compara- 
tive few  that  are  left.    A  short  tim6  ago  I 
witnessed  a  beautiful  and  practical  illustra- 
tion of  this.    Away  down  the  country  there 
is  a  piece  of  water  in  which,  by  popular  con- 
sent, perch  have  grown  so  scarce  that  it  is  not 
worth  taking  the  trouble  to  try  for  them.  One 
evening  I  came  across  a  quiet  corner  where  a 
young  angler  was  bringing  out  decent  specimens 
of  Ub.  and  upwards  at  almost  every  swim.  He 
was  using  exceedingly  fine  tackle  and  fishing 
right  on  the  bottom,  whereas  the  locals,  even 
when  the  water  was  at  its  brightest,  considered  a 
worm  swum  in  mid  water  on  a  hook  four  sizes  too 
big,  and  mounted  on  either  gimp  or  coarse  gut,  the 
correct  method  of  enticing  perch.    The  reason 
why  they  toiled  so  long  and  caught  nothing 
requires  no  further  comment,  but  it  might  easily 
have  been   altered   had    any  of   them  been 
endowed  with  a  little  common  sense.    Too  stout 
tackle  is,  I  am  afraid,  the  rock  on  which  many 
novices  come  to  grief.    Of  course,  in  London,  a 
novice,  if  he  joins  a  club,  must,  as  he  listens  to 
the  discussions  going  on  around  him,  pick  up  a 
certain   amount  of  useful  hints  to  assist  him 
in  the  selection  of  his  outfit.    But  the  case  of 
the  provincial  angler   is  altogptber  different. 
He  fias,  as  a  rule,  very   few   colleagues,  and 
frequently  they  belong  to  that  selfish  class  of 
individuals  who  keep  their  knowledge  to  them- 
selves.  If  they  are  inclined  to  be  communica- 


tive, their  instruction  is  of  little  or  no  value, 
because  they  belong  to  the  old  school  who  argue 
that  what  was  good  enough  for  their  fathers  is 
quite  good  enough  for  them  ;  and  as  the  district 
is  probably  one  which  is  far  beyond  the  radius  of 
the  privilege  ticket,  and  the  waters,  comparatively 
speaking,  little  fished,  they  clinch  the  argument 
by  pointing  out  that  they  can  still  obtain  plenty 
of  sport.  This  is  all  vei"y  well,  so  far  as  it  goes, 
and  if  it  suits  them  no  one  has  any  right  to 
complain,  but  he  who  wishes  to  make  big  bags 
should  take  to  heart  Charles  Cotton's  advice  to 
fish  fine  and  far  off,  and  act  on  it  accordingly. 

Another  important  matter  to  which  the  young 
angler  should  pay  strict  attention  is  the  manner 
in  which  he  approaches  the  water.  To  walk  along 
the  bank  with  heavy  footfall  is  always  fruitful  of 
teiTor  to  the  fish.  There  is  an  idea  abroad  that 
fish,  being  creatures  unprovided  with  external 
ears,  cannot  detect  sounds.  This  is  perfectly  true 
in  regard  to  shouting  or  noises  of  a  kindred 
character,  but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  they 
are  extremely  sensitive  to  vibration.  At  the 
same  time,  the  keenness  of  their  vision  enables 
them  to  detect  any  unusual  appearance  on  the 
bank.  In  fact,  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  the  sun  is 
shining,  its  glint  on  a  highly  varnished  rod,  both 
in  fly  and  bottom  fishing,  frequently  has  the 
effect  of  scaring  them  and  sending  theiu 
off  the  feed.  Therefore,  regard  the  river's 
bank  as  sacred  ground,  and  tread  lightly;  and 
for  the  sake  of  utility,  sacrifice  appearance 
and  go  fishing  with  a  painted  instead  of 


varnished  rod.  When  a  heavy  fish  has  been 
hooked  play  him  quietly,  and  do  not  labour  under 
the  idea  that  the  next  parish  is  starving,  and 
the  quickest  way  of  relieving  the  prevailing 
distress  among  the  inhabitants  is  to  send  the 
prospective  capture  flying  there  by  a  compre- 
hensive sweep  of  the  rod.  Wait  until  he  is  quite 
tired  out,  and  then,  if  no  landing  net  is  at  hand, 
do  not  catch  hold  of  the  gut  bottom  to  pull  him 
to  bank,  or  a  smash  up  will  inevital>ly  follow.  On 
the  contrary,  quietly  coax  him  inch  by  inch  to  a 
more  convenient  spot,  and,  keeping  a  tight  line 
all  the  while,  insert  the  thumb  and  forefinger  of 
the  disengaged  hand  into  his  eyes,  or  behind  the 
gills,  lift  him  up  on  to  the  bank  into  safer 
quarters.  When  a  fish  makes  his  first  rush,  if 
the  water  is  at  all  free  from  weeds,  let  him 
go,  for,  as  a  rule,  it  is  the  first  heavy 
rush  that  does  all  the  mischief.  If  the 
line  is  coming  off  a  Nottingham  centre-pin  reel, 
grasp  the  rod  just  above  it,  and  place  the  fore- 
finger lightly  on  the  free  edge  to  act  as  a  check. 
It  is  astonishing  how  much  control  can  be 
exercised  over  a  fish  if  this  manoeuvre  is  properly 
performed.  But  when  he  is  running,  do  not  on 
any  account  touch  the  handles.  Only  use  them 
when  he  has  come  to  a  stop  and  there  is  a  chance 
of  regaining  a  little  line.  As  soon  as  he  goes  off 
again,  renew  the  check  with  the  forefinger  until 
he  is  properly  under  control. 

On  visiting  a  strange  water,  or,  as  the 
Londoner  terms  it,  "  a  new  find  out,"  a 
few  minutes  spent  in  an  examination  of  the 
banks  will  often  well  repay  the  time  so  spent. 
Take  careful  note  of  those  spots  where  the  reeds 
have  been  trampled  down,  or  where  fragments  of 
ground-bait  are  scattered  about.  These  are  the 
places  affected  by  the  local  angler,  and  to  an 
experienced  eye  show  that  they  are  where  the  best 
swims  are  to  be  found.  In  this  connection  I 
remember  a  certain  provincial  angling  society,  the 
youngest  member  of  which  was  continually 
coming  home  with  tremendous  catches  of  roach. 
None  of  the  other  members  could  do  anything  on 
their  private  water,  and  they  could  not  discover 
where  he  took  his  fish.  Two  of  them  stalked  him 
one  evening,  and  ran  him  to  earth  in  a  reed  bed. 
Next  evening  that  stretch  of  reeds  looked  as  if 
an  army  had  been  over  it,  but,  strange  to  say,  this 
generous  band  of  brothers  did  very  badly,  and, 
much  to  their  chagrin,  the  youngster  from  another 
portion  of  the  water  turned  up  at  the  clubhouse 
with  201b.  weight  of  roach.  Shortly  afterwards 
he  capped  his  iniquities  by  catching  the  biggest 
pike  that  had  been  landed  on  that  particular 
length  for  years  past,  and  then,  on  the  most 
trivial  pretext,  so  great  was  the  jealousy  he  had 
excited,  although  he  fished  perfectly  fairly,  they 
expelled  him. 

If  time  permits,  it  is  essential  the  swim 
about  to  be  fished  should  be  thoroughly  ground- 
baited.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  it  is  pre- 
ferable  to  under  bait  rather  than  to  over  do  it, 
and  at  least  twenty-four  hours  should  elapse 
from  the  time  the  bait  is  thrown  in  till  the  place 
is  tried.  Whatever  the  materials  may  be  by  which 
it  is  hoped  to  entice  the  fish,  whether  they  are 
bread,  potatoes,  or  substances  of  that  character, 
or  worms,  see  that  they  are  perfectly  fresh. 
Nothing  will  put  fish  off  the  feed  more  quickly 
than  sour  bait  or  bad  worms.  Indeed,  I  have 
known  instances  where,  through  neglect  of  this 
very  salutary  precaution,  good  swims  have  been 
spoiled  for  the  whole  of  a  season.  Whole  worms 
are  preferable  to  those  that  have  been  chopped. 
The  latter  sink  to  the  bottom  and  are  quickly 
devoid  of  movement,  while  the  former  retain 
their  vitality,  and  consequently  their  attractive 
powers  for  a  much  greater  length  of  time.  Wken 
throwing  these  in,  allowance  must  be  made  for  the 
force  of  the  current.  It  is,  therefore,  advisable 
to  pack  them  into  a  tin  which  has  two  strings 
attached  to  it,  one  to  the  top  and  the  other  to  the 
bottom.  The  top  string  guides  the  tin  straight 
down,  and  the  second  one,  with  a  slight  pull,  oversets 
it  and  disperses  the  worms.  In  order  to  escape  the 
attention  of  the  eels,  and  to  give  the  fish  a  chance,  the 
worms  should  be  thrown  in  during  the  afternoon, 
and  never  after  sunset.  If,  however,  time  does 
not  permit  of  a  regular  baiting,  cut  up  a  few 
worms  and  throw  them  to  the  head  of  the  swim  at 
intervals,  and  let  the  one  on  the  hook  rest  an  inch 
or  two  on  the  bottom.  There  are  occasions  when 
a  worm  floated  in  mid- water  will  bring  sport,  but 
the  fish  is  perfectly  aware  that  if  a  worm  has 
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had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  -while  taking  a 
promenade  it  does  not  maintain  a  fixed  position. 
There  are,  of  course,  innumerable  hints  of 
this  kind  that  I  could  give  if  space  permitted, 
but  if  these  are  carefully  studied  they  wiU  help  to 
remove  some  of  the  difficulties  which  at  the 
commencement  besst  the  path  of  the  young 
angler.   A  Vetekan. 


IN-  THE  CASTLE  MOAT. 


When  I  was  staying  last  autumn  in  Warwick- 
shire, in  one  of  the  last  of  our  old  Norman 
moated  castles  on  which  the  hand  of  modern  man, 
on  the  plea  of  sanitation,  has  not  been  laid  to 
drain  and  plant  as  a  flower  garden,  I  was  struck, 
being  an  enthusiastic  fisherwoman,  by  the  look 
of  the  moat,  which  was  many  hundred  yards 
round,  and  over  ■20yds.  across,  covered  in  places 
with  beds  of  lilies,  and  overshadowed  in  others 
by  willows  and  some  great  cedars,  and  here  and 
there  round  its  margin,  rush  beds ;  while  the 
broken  pillars  of  an  ancient  bridge  which  had 
once  spanned  the  moat,  the  submerged  buttresses 
of  which  brought  me  thoughts  of  monster  perch 
— in  fact,  to  my  eyes  it  looked  "  fishy  "  to  an  ideal 
extent ;  and  I  was  not  wrong,  for  a  chat  with  my 
host  confirmed  this,  and  he  told  me  since  he  came 
into  the  estate,  forty  years  before,  except  for  a 
fishing  butler  he  once  had,  and  was  obliged  to 
discharge  because  he  neglected  his  work  so  for 
the  gentle  art,  and  once  so  far  forgot  his  duty  that, 
when  there  was  a  large  house  party,  on  a  rainy 
day  after  a  long  drought,  he  failed  to  remember 
to  lay  the  table  for  dinner,  as  he  was  out  after  a 
monster  perch,  who  lived  under  this  same  old 
ruined  bridge,  that  had  long  eluded  him ;  since 
that  day  not  a  line  had  been  wetted  in  the  moat, 
my  host  said.  So,  reader,  you  may  guess  in  what 
state  of  mind  I  went  to  bed  that  night. 

I  fear  I  was  not  very  amusing  in  the  drawing 
room  after  dinner.  Music  had  no  charms,  and  I 
fear  my  host  and  hostess,  to  whom  I  excused 
myself,  saying  I  was  tired  after  the  journey,  must 
have  thought  me  funny,  as  my  thoughts  were  all  of 
that  great  perch  and  that  butler,  poor  fellow,  who 
never  got  it,  and  if  it  were  alive  still,  and  what  it 
would  weigh. 

Though  I  am  not  an  expert  on  coarse  fishing, 
most  of  my  experience  being  with  salmon,  sea 
trout,  and  brown  ditto,  as  I  have  accompanied 
my  husband  in  several  of  his  sporting  trips  to 
British  Columbia,  Finland,  Norway,  and  even 
Iceland,  I  still  remember  the  lessons  I  had 
in  the  use  of  worm  and  paste  in  my  girlhood 
from  my  brothers,  who  were  keen  fishermen — 
now,  alas,  passed  away  from  all  earthly  fishing, 
for  one  sleeps  in  an  unknown  grave  in  the 
Himalayas,  and  the  other  in  the  buraing  sands  of 
the  Soudan  with  his  brave  cojiipanions  on  the 
field  of  Tel-el-Keber. 

But  to  my  story.  The  next  day  I  spent  making 
the  gardener  get  me  worms  and  moss,  and  in  the 
afternoon  I  got  a  village  boy  to  catch  me  a  dozen 
tiny  gudgeon  and  some  minnows  from  the  brook. 

So  on  the  third  morning  of  my  stay  5  a.m.  saw 
me  outside  the  grey  old  towers  of  the  keep 
putting  up  my  favourite  angling  rod — a  14£t. 
whole  cane  I  had  built  for  me  some  years  ago,  a 
Nottingham  check  winch  with  a  thick  silk  line,  a 
porcupine  float,  and  a  3yd.  trace  with  a  small 
perch  hook,  on  which  were  two  brandlings. 

I  started  work  under  a  great  old  cedar  tree, 
whose  branches  swept  the  surface  of  the  water. 
After  a  wait  of  ten  minutes,  bob,  bob,  and  I  was 
fast  into  a  I  jlb.  carp,  of  which  I  got  three 
before  I  had  exhausted  this  hole.  Then  the  sport 
was  varied  by  a  fine  eel  of  a  couple  of  pounds  and 
a  small  carp  I  turned  in ;  then,  slipping  a  slice  of 
cork  over  my  quill,  I  put  a  minnow  on,  hooking  it 
through  the  biick  fin,  and  lowered  it  over  the 
stone  bridge  which  crossed  the  moat  to  the 
Btables  near  the  old  piers.  It  had  hardly  swam 
round  a  minute  before  I  had  a  run,  and  was 
fast  into  my  ambition — "a  big  perch"!  How 
he  fought!  A  dozen  times  I  thought  he  must 
break  me  by  running  into  the  mass  of  ruined, 
submerged  masonry,  with  its  sharp  edges  like 
knives  in  action  on  taut  gut  with  a  big  fish 
behind  it.  At  last  I  got  him  in  reach  of  my  net  I 
had  got  a  gardener's  boy  to  carry  for  me,  and 
slipped  it  under  him.  Oh,  what  a  prize  he  looked 
UH  he  lay  on  the  short-cropped  turf  of  the  moat 
bide— that  glorious  golden  hronze,  with  bis  black 


stripes  like  a  tiger,  and  his  fiery  red  fins — a  very 
king  of  fresh-water  fish,  and  brought  down  my 
pocket  steelyard  at  21b.  6oz. 

I  could  have  danced  for  joy.  It  was  the  largest 
perch  I  had  ever  caught,  but  the  temptation  to  go 
on  overcomes  the  admiration  of  the  conquered,  and 
so  I  start  again,  and  in  twenty  minutes  I  am  fast 
into  his  or  her  mate,  for  a  pair  they  evidently 
were,  for  never  another  near  them  in  size  did  I 
ever  get  there,  though  lib.  fish  were  fairly  plenti- 
ful. But  I  am  anticipating.  The  second  of  the  big 
ones  gave  me  an  awful  fright  when  I  had  got  him 
well,  as  I  thought,  played  out  and  at  my  mercy, 
and  I  was  sinking  the  net  ready  to  tow  him  over 
it  when  he  made  a  final  dying  rush,  and  as  I  had 
my  finger  oft'  the  line,  escaped,  and  tangled  me  up 
on  a  half  sunken  branch  15ft.  away,  and  1yd. 
from  the  end  of  a  reed  bed ;  but  it  was  his  last  bolt 
he  was  so  done  he  had  no  strength  left  to 
follow  up  this  advantage  and  break  me,  so  I  waded 
in  up  to  my  knees,  regardless  of  skirt  and  appear- 
ance, and  slipped  the  net  under  him,  and  then 
only  did  my  heart  slip  back  from  my  mouth  to  its 
usual  place. 

21b.  lOoz.  What  a  brace !  As  I  stood  and 
looked  at  them  I  decided  to  have  them  mounted ; 
and  to-day  they  are  above  my  little  desk  as  I 
write,  and  I  am  never  tired  myself  of  looking  at 
them,  and  many  a  gentleman  angler  has  envied 
them,  and  told  me  I  may  live  long  and  fish 
wherever  I  like  and  may  never  get  such  a  grand- 
shaped  and  coloured  brace  of  fish  again. 

After  landing  the  big  perch,  I  returned,  after 
trying  for  an  hour  with  a  live  bait,  to  worms,  and 
got  some  more  small  perch,  chub,  and  carp,  and 
by  ten  o'clock  breakfast  I  was  able  to  bring  up  a 
big  dish  of  eighteen  fish,  from  21b.  to  |lb., 
including  the  eel,  and  the  brace  of  perch  were  on 
a  bed  of  fresh  young  reeds  I  had  cut. 

What  an  excitement  it  caused.  My  host  and 
hostess,  who  were  no  anglers,  could  hardly 
believe  that  the  fish  came  out  of  their  moat. 

Afterwards,  when  I  had  written  xip  to  town  and 
got  some  other  tackle,  I  caught  some  nice  jack 
up  to  101b.  in  the  same  water,  which  simply  teems 
with  fish.  I  believe  there  were  some  monsters, 
though  I  never  got  one  on;  but,  as  I  have  an 
invite  to  go  there  this  month  again  and  try  for 
them,  I  may  be  able  to  tell  you  more  later  of  the 
monster  pike  of  the  moat. 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Jeafpebson. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

^.30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ('5.5  mln.  for  Kew. 

AAA  HO  „     ,,   Putney.  n^^j'^^         u  Bichmond. 

■^''"■)4.5   „    „  Hammersmith,  '^"'^Iso   ,,     „  Twickenham. 

(■50   „     „  Barnes.  (..86   „     ,,  Teddington. 

ExAMPLK  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3. 28,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  BEioflB. 

Moroing.  Evening 

Saturday,     Jan.  13                           —    0.21 

Sunday,          „  14                            0.49    1.15 

Monday,         „  16                            1.39    2.  1 

Tuesday,        „  16                            2.20    2.'!9 

Wednesday,     „  17                            2.57    3.14 

Thursday,       „  18                            S.30    3.40 

Friday,          „  19                          4.  8    4.1;) 

High  Water  at  Ambbelky  and  Pulborocgh. 

Morning,  Evening. 

Saturday,      ,Tan.    13    0.4U    1.  1 

Sunday,  „      14    1.29    l.r<r, 

Monday,         „      16    2.19    2  41 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m,  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.  —  Qbneral  Remarks.  —  It  was 
reported  to  me  last  we«k,  though  I  omitted  to  mention  it, 
that  the  well-knowu  liiherman  at  Teddington,  Mr.  W. 
McRride,  had  taken  a  coaple  of  lamperna,  und  this  report 
forcibly  bii  ige  to  my  recollection  when  the  limpern 
fishery  at  Teddington  waa  a  kind  of  mine  to  the  fishermen 
there,  the  yield  of  lamperna  bdiog  bo  prolific  they  werd 
aunt  away  by  thoutanda,  realiaing  a  very  handtome  au'n  at 
the  end  of  the  aeaton,  and  evou  at  the  Moleaey  We  r  the 
local  fishermen  uaed  lo  get  a  good  ijuintity.  Tlie  Tuami'8 
0'  njervatora  grant  a  free  licence  to  the  fiahennen  to  use 
the  weira  for  the  purpoae  of  catching  the  luinperna,  but 
they  now  aeldom  get  higher  up  than  Toddingum  ;  and  I 
can  remember  them  being  taken  by  the  lato  Mr.  .John 
Haina  as  high  up  the  Thamea  as  8hopperton.  The 
lamperna  were  aold  to  the  Dutch  aa  bait  for  cod  tiBliiug, 
and  to  the  houaes  ia  Loudon,  where  they  were  ueed  and 


aold  aa  potted  lamperna.  It  waa  generally  believed  they 
realised  at  one  time  as  mnch  as  £10  a  thousand. 
The  great  king  of  fishermen  at  that  time  waa  the 
late  Mr.  William  Kemp,  whose  friendship  I 'always 
enjoyed,  though  he  waa  bitterly  opposed  to  my  inter- 
ference in  the  examination  cf  punts  to  suppress 
the  slaughter  and  removal  of  unaizable  fish ;  but  that 
only  lasted  for  a  very  little  time,  and  our  old  friendship 
was  again  renewed  and  continued  to  the  time  of  hia 
death .  The  best  time  for  Cdtebing  lamperna  is  after  a  push 
of  water,  and  my  best  wishes  are  that  the  present  season, 
though  getting  late,  will  yield  a  good  supply,  and  finish 
with  a  Eiitisfactory  financial  result.  I  believe  Mr.  W. 
MoBride  is  the  only  fisherman  at  Teddington  that  has  any 
relationship  with  the  old  Kemp  family ;  but  one  thing 
is  certain,  he  maintains  the  same  high  reputation  as  a 
professional  fisherman,  and  his  services  are  always  in 
great  demand  by  the  anglers.  I  am  most  glad  to  learn 
the  committej  of  the  T.A.P.S.  has  given  a  well  deserved 
recognition  to  the  very  valuable  services  of  their  energetic 
head  riverkeeper,  William  Doughs,  by  an  increased 
stipend,  as  I  can  abundantly  testify  to  the  zeal  and 
earnestness  with  which  he  carries  out  the  duties  of  his 
position.  The  society  never  possessed  a  more  faithful 
ofiScer. — B. 

—  (Eton). — The  river  is  very  high  and  very  thick, 
but  good  roach  are  to  be  taken  fishing  in  quiet  spots. 
Messrs.  Webb  and  Williams  have  creeled  some  good  speci- 
mens, the  best  fish  weighing  lib.  OJoz.  One  of  our  local 
protectors  of  law  and  order,  Police-constable  H.  Stevens, 
also  taking  three,  which  turned  the  scale  at  3|lb.,  best 
fish  Ijlb.  On  the  4th  I  turned  into  the  river  one  dozen 
jack  and  500  roich  for  the  Windsor  and  Eton  Preservation 
Association.  This  makes  a  total  of  twenty-five  dozen 
jack  and  2500  roach  I  have  turned  in  for  this  association 
since  D. c  12.  last.— Cecil  Howlett. 

  (.Hampton  Court). — WiUiam  Milbourne  writes : 

"Owing  to  the  continual  heavy  raius,  the  water  keeps 
risit  g,  and  is  now  3ft.  above  its  usual  height.  The  weirs 
are  now  all  drawn,  and  the  water  is  thicker  than  it  has 
been  all  the  winter.  There  is  very  little  chance  of  any 
fishing  for  the  next  week  to  come." — B. 

—  (Henley). — Jan.  11. — The  continued  heavy  rain 
is  keeping  the  water  thick.  The  river  is  having  a  good 
wash  out,  there  being  a  very  strong  stream  running  at  a 
good  level.  Some  good  sport  should  be  had  when  the 
water  fines  down  again.  It  should  be  right  for  reaching 
by  the  week-end  if  we  have  no  more  rain.  Fishing  has 
bsen  very  slow ;  a  few  roach  and  small  jack  have  been 
Ciught.  The  bankers  did  not  make  any  large  bags  on 
Jan.  7. — Stanley  Mead. 

—  (Kingrston). — There  has  been  nothing  done  here 
during  the  last  week. — B. 

—  (Lechlade,  Cricklade). — Since  my  last  report  a 
large  number  of  pike  fishers  have  been  out,  and  in  several 
instances  some  very  good  sport  has  been  had,  chiefly  live 
baiting  with  roach.  Mr.  T.  Morgan,  of  London,  on 
Boxing  Day  caught  a  nice  pike  of  about  101b.  in  weight ; 
and  Mr.  Fry,  Cirencester,  caught  several  pike  of  from  31b. 
to  51b.  ;  and  a  Swindon  gentleman,  another  day,  got  a 
beautiful  fish  of  14^1b.  These  fish  were  all  got  in  the  St. 
John's  Bridge  waters,  and  Mr.  Gilson  reports  some  nice 
sport  with  pike  from  the  Kempsford  waters.  The  heavy 
hill  rains  we  have  had  for  a  time  discoloured  the  water; 
but  it  is  better  again,  and  the  river  is  bank  high,  and  in 
some  parts  around  Lechlade  and  St.  John's  Bridge  it  has 
been  in  flood  during  the  wsek.  Bottom  fishers  have  been 
very  quiet  of  late,  there  being  but  little  doing  with  roach, 
perch,  or  chub.  P.  C.  Brotherton  has  just  reported  to  me 
the  capture  of  another  nice  pike  of  7ib.  Anglers  coming 
into  these  districts  should  bring  their  own  live  baits,  for 
they  are  very  ditiicalt  to  obtain  just  now,  the  water  being 
very  high.  A  few  Thames  spawning  trout  have  been  at 
work  at  the  mouth  of  the  Coin  and  Leach,  but  are  not  in 
nearly  such  numbers  as  I  have  seen  them  in  former  years. 
There  are  more  kingfishers,  snipe,  and  wild  duck  than  has 
been  knjwn  for  a  long  time.  Pike  are  now  in  prime 
condition,  and  a  post-cird  is  just  to  hand  from_  an  old 
angling  friend  announcing  a  grand  take  of  80ib.  weight  of 
pike  in  two  days  from  the  Avon. — Bamblkr. 

—  (Teddin^on). — W.  McBride  tells  me  he  was  oat 
on  Monday  for  the  first  time  for  a  week,  and  his  client 
creeled  seven  bream.  The  water  is  in  full  flood,  and  after 
it  goes  down  there  ought  to  be  some  good  sport,  lie  says 
he  has  caught  about  sixty  lamperns  this  last  week,  which 
is  very  different  to  what  it  used  to  be  in  his  late  grand- 
father's time,  old  William  Kemp.— B. 

 (Twickenham). — Mr.  F.  J.  Ogden-Smith  sajs  the 

river  is  running  very  heavy  and  thi-k.  Mr.  Nightingale 
and  Mr.  Simonda,  on  Saturday  last,  oxught  ICib.  weight 
of  roach  and  bream ;  and  on  the  previoua  day  Mr. 
Nightingale  got  some  nice  roach,  one  being  a  very  nice  fiah 
of  lib.  7oz.  H.  Harper,  the  fiaherman,  and  also  Lee 
have  been  getting  some  bream.  John  Spong  wm  out  on 
Tuesday  with  two  of  his  customers,  but  the  result  is  not 
reported — B. 

  (Walton). — John  Hone  writes:  "Owing  to  the 

heavy  rain  of  Sunday  the  water  is  rising  fast,  and  is 
ci>ming  down  very  thick  again,  with  every  appearamie  of 
more  rain.  We  shall  have,  I  think,  rather  a  high  flood. 
Our  back  water  is  now  full  of  fish  of  all  kinds,  and  anyone 
coming  down  here  tor  a  day's  fishing,  and  would  give 
me  two  daya'  notice,  so  that  1  ojuld  ground-bait  a  swim, 
for  which  I  should  make  no  charge,  I  think  we  might  get 
them  very  fair  sport  lishiiig  in  the  eddies.  If  the  weather 
clears  the  water  will  bo  in  goi  d  conditi  m  at  the  end  of  the 
week,  as  I  am  now  writing  this  on  Tuesday.  Mr.  Kuight 
hiis  taken  a  brace  of  j.iok,  weighing  together  'Jib.  ;  Mr. 
Gill,  six  brace  of  perch;  Mr.  VVheatl«y,  three  dozen  of 
roach  and  three  bream,  the  largest  bream  2Ib.  j  and  Mr. 
Bishop,  two  bream,  the  largest  2ilb." — B. 

Axna  (Pnlhorongh).— Owing  to  the  flood  the  land, 
this  Wednesday  morning,  is  under  water  for  miles,  and 
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under  the  most  favourable  conditions  bank  fishing  will 
only  be  possible  in  places  on  Jan.  14,  providins  we  have 
fine  weather  the  remainder  of  the  week. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Bnre  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).— The  late 
frosts  have  betn  succeeded  by  cold  and  miserably  wet 
weather,  and  angling  at  present  is  anything  but  enjoyable 
or  snccessful.  After  being  out  to-day  for  some  time,  I 
c:n!d  only  indace  small  rudd  to  feed,  which  is  occasionally 
the  cise  at  this  time  cf  year  in  the  reaches  near  the 
bridge.  Beach  and  bream  appeared  to  be  quite  oS  the 
feed.  Pike  fishing  appears  to  be  very  quiet,  and  few 
anglers  out  after  them.  Kiver  is  in  fair  colour  and 
volume,  and  ice  has  disappeared  everywhere,  but  we  want 
some  more  settled  weather  and  more  sunshine  to  show 
better  eport.— C.  H.  Tavlor. 

Coin,  Leach,  &c.  (East  Gloncesterslure).  — 
A  drive  over  the  East  Gloucestershire  trout  streams,  the 
Coin,  Leach,  Upper  Windrush,  Charlems,  and  part  of  the 
Churn,  found  these  trout  streams  everywhere  in  good 
order  for  the  spawning  trout  s^son,  which  is  now  about 
at  its  height.  There  is  a  splendid  head  of  water  on  the 
Coin  right  away  from  Winson,  Ablington,  Bibnry,  and  on 
to  WilBamstrip  Park,  Coin  St.  Aldwyns,  Fairford  Park 
and  town,  and  on  to  Lower  Inglesham  Lock  on  the 
Thames  and  Severn  Canal,  where  the  Coin  empties  itself 
into  the  Thames.  At  Bilury,  Coin  St.  Aldwyns,  and 
Fairford,  the  trout  were  rising  freely,  almost  as  freely  as 
if  it  were  spring  time.  On  the  Leach,  at  Eastleach, 
Fyfield,  Southrop,  and  Little  Faringdon,  the  spawning 
trout  show  up  wonderfully  well,  and  give  promise  of  a 
good  trouting  season,  which  opens  on  hotel  waters  on 
April  1  or  thereabouts,  the  only  hotel  waters  being  on  the 
Coin  at  Fairford  and  Bibury.  From  the  Upper  Windrush, 
on  the  Bonrton-on-the-Water  and  upper  reaches,  and 
Sherborne  and  Windrush  good  accounts  are  to  hand  of  the 
spawning  trout,  the  river  being  bank  high.  During  my 
drive  over  the  Gloucestershire  streams  I  siw  more  king- 
fishers, snipe,  and  wild  duck  than  for  several  years  past. 
At  the  mouth  of  the  Coin  and  Leach  the  big  Thames 
spawnerg  have  been  at  work,  but  not  in  such  large  numbers 
as  in  former  years.  Taken  altogether,  the  prospects  for 
the  coming  trouting  seison  in  East  Gloncsstersliire  may 
be  said  to  be  quite  rosy,  for  but  few  trout  have  been  killed 
since  last  Mayfly  time,  which  finished  about  the  middle  of 
June. — Pax. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  streams  were  not  given 
a  chance  to  get  into  condition,  as  the  heavy  rains  put  them 
all  inflDod  again.  Very  little  has  been  dona  with  pike 
this  year  as  yet. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Another  big  water  came 
down  on  Sunday  last,  when  the  Exe  was  again  over  its 
banks  for  some  miles  along  the  valley.  Af  cer  the  flood 
subsides  some  good  sport  with  both  jick  and  perch  should 
be  had,  as  these  fish  will  then  be  congregated  in  the  eddies. 
Messrs.  Smyth  and  Roberts,  fishing  Cowley  backwaters  a 
day  or  two  since,  scored  a  brace  of  Gib.  pike ;  and  on 
Tuesday  Messrs.  Smyth  and  Shapley  killed  six  in  Exeter 
Canal,  ranging  from  jlb.  to  61b.  each.  Mr.  Smyth  has 
taken  this  season  no  lees  than  forty-seven  pike  from  this 
water,  which  is  not  a  bad  record. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Lines,  and  Cambs.).— 
The  heavy  rains  of  the  last  ten  days  have  upset  the 
calculations  of  a  good  many  anglers  for  this  week.  Drains 
are  running  high,  and  are  bank  full,  and  some  of  the  rivers 
where  they  are  not  confined  are  covering  the  meadows. 
Where  the  waters  are  quiet  and  reachable,  bottom  fishing 
is  not  at  all  bad,  but  owing  to  the  precarious  conditions 
anglers  are  very  scarce.  Now  and  then  we  hear  of  decent 
pike  being  banked.  Colder  weather  seems  to  have  stirred 
the  bigger  fish. — Limpet. 

Gipping. — This  river  ia  in  flood,  and  the  water  looks 
like  a  clay  pit.  Heavy  rain  this  (Monday)  morning, 
which  will  make  the  river  all  the  worse.  It  will  take  a 
week  to  clear. — W,  H.  E. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— In  many  places 
both  the  Ryton  and  the  Idle  have  overflowed  their  banks, 
and  sport  upon  them  has  been  very  meagre.  The  Stock- 
with  Canal,  however,  has  been  furnishing  sport,  particularly 
betwesn  Hayton  and  Ciayworth.  Several  very  nice  roach 
takes  have  come  from  this  locality,  some  of  the  best 
f  pecimens  running  to  lib.  each.  The  drains  in  the  lower 
district  are  iu  a  state  of  flood,  and  so  also  is  the  Trent 
about  Laneham.  Anglers  are  holding  their  hands  while 
the  waters  subside. — L. 

Lea  and  Txibntaries.— There  is  good  sews  this 
week  for  Lea  anglen.  The  river  has  been  in  flood  from 
end  to  end,  and  such  a  scouring  has  not  been  experienced 
for  years.  The  tributaries  have  poured  a  great  volume  of 
water  into  it,  and  when  I  was  at  Ware  the  other  day  the 
river  was  bank  high,  and  there  was  a  grand  stream  on. 
The  water  has,  of  course,  been  the  colour  of  clay,  and 
angling  has  been  at  a  standstill.  Although  checking 
eport  temporarily,  the  flood  water  means  improved  results 
eventnally.  Roach,  perch,  and  jack  ought  to  fe?d  well 
afcer  the  river  has  fined  down.  On  Thursday  it  was 
clearing,  and  some  roach  ought  to  be  had  by  week-end 
anglers  if  no  more  heavy  rain  intervenes.  The  Stort  on 
Wednesday  was  ia  full  flood  over  the  towpath  at  Bishop 
Stortford,  and  running  like  a  mill  race.  The  Beano,  Rib, 
and  Ash  have  all  been  highly  coloured.  The  New  River 
has  also  been  the  colour  of  clay.  They  are  clearing  again 
gradually.— IzAAK  Walton. 

Jdogg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  high  and  muddy.  At  the  end  of 
last  week  the  rain  caused  them  to  be  bank  full,  and  in 
some  places  were  out  over  the  fields.  Angling  has  been  at 
a  standstill,  and  will  be  so  for  some  days.  The  water  is 
glowly  going  down,  and  with  fine  weather  should  be  in 
something  like  order  next  week.  The  flood  has  cleared 
the  rivers  out  of  rubbish  and  snow  water,  and  the  pro- 
spects of  sport  should  be  better.  The  Pinsley  ia  getting 
into  better  order, — Gwynne, 


Nene  (Peterborough).— Tremendous  volumes  of 
water  have  come  down  the  Nene  Valley,  and  the  con- 
sequence is  that  all  lands  adjacent  to  the  river's  banks  are 
at  the  present  time  submerged,  the  water  presenting  such 
a  sight  that  we  have  not  lately  been  accustomed  to  see. 
The  probability  is  that  we  miy  yet  have  a  still  further  rise, 
as  the  water  cmnot  be  held  up  higher  up  the  river ;  but 
now  (Wednesday),  at  the  Peterborough  Bridge,  we  show  a 
height  of  water  on  the  giuge  of  close  upon  1  tft.,  and  this 
is  something  exceptional.  The  only  sport  provided  just 
now  in  consequence  is  to  look  at  "the  seagulls  disport- 
ing themselves,  as  angling  is  out  of  the  question. — 
E.  A.  S. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry).— Water  very  high  here  and 
coloured,  just  the  thing  for  roaching  in  the  eddies.  It  is 
going  down  now,  and  if  no  more  rain  should  be  first  class 
for  jacking  by  Jan.  14,  as  good  sized  fish  are  invariably 
taken  here  altsr  a  high  water. — A.  Sc  aed. 

Severn,  V^mwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymjr- 
nech). — Very  few  opportunities  have  anglers  had  recently 
in  this  neighbourhood  for  practising  the  gentle  art,  as  the 
weather  still  continues  of  the  most  unfavourable  character 
for  the  sport,  being  so  very  changeable,  and  not  to  be 
depended  upon  from  one  day  to  another.  Saturday  last 
was  a  typical  day  in  this  respect.  Snow  fell  during  the 
early  morning  for  some  time,  followed  by  very  heavy  rain, 
which  poured  down  steadily  throughout  the  day  and 
greater  part  of  the  night  following,  and  in  consequence 
of  this  heavy  downfall  all  these  rivers,  which  were 
already  very  full  of  water,  became  much  more 
flooded,  especially  the  Severn,  which  viewed  from  the 
summit  of  Llanymynech  Hill  appears  iu  several  places 
like  large  lakes,  especially  round  Melverley  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Criggion,  which  lies  immediately  below 
the  Breiddin  hiUs.  This  river  still  continues  much 
flooded,  but  the  Vyrnwy  is  gradually  settling  down,  and 
will  be  in  angling  condition  in  less  than  a  week  should  the 
weather  settle  again,  as  also  will  the  Tanat  and  Cain.  The 
only  water  in  this  neighbourhood  at  present  fit  for  angling 
purposes  is  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal,  which  contains  a 
fair  quantity  of  several  kinds  of  coarse  fish,  as  well  as  eels. 
— Vyrnwy. 

Shropshire  Rivera.  &c.— The  Severn  and  its 
tributary  streams  have  of  late  been  very  high  and  dis- 
coloured, angling  having  been  at  a  standstill  in  conse- 
quence. Directly  the  water  is  clear  enough  to  render  pike 
fishing  possible,  some  good  sport  should  be  obtained.  In 
the  meantime,  those  anglers  who  do  not  mind  a  trip  into 
the  country  will  do  well  to  ceek  permission  to  fish  in  one  of 
the  large  pools  so  numerous  in  this  district,  or,  but  only  as 
a  last  resource,  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal. — Hafeen. 

Stonr  (Bares,  SuflEblk).— The  river,  which  had  begun 
to  get  into  grand  angling  Order,  was  again  upset  by  a 
heavy  storm  of  rain  on  the  6th,  and  on  the  7th  it  was  in 
full  flood  and  very  thick,  and  since  then  has  been  all  over 
the  meadows.  This  morning  (Thursday)  it  is  again 
within  bounds,  and  a  strong  stream  running,  and  if  no 
more  rain  comes  will  be  in  the  pink  of  condition  for  the 
14th.— W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — At  last 
we  have  experienced  a  thorough  clearance  of  Sussex  rivers. 
They  have  all  had  a  good  wash  out,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
week  the  surrounding  meadows  were  flooded,  many  cf 
the  fish  indulging  in  fresh  fields  and  pastures  new.  Should 
rain  hold  off  the  water  will  soon  resume  its  usual  volume, 
and  by  Saturday  good  spoit  should  be  obtained  with  roach 
in  all  waters.  The  tidal  waters  of  the  Adur,  Arun,  Ouse, 
and  Cuckmere  should  be  the  first  in  condition,  — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Lndiow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  very  changeable — heavy  rains  at  night, 
followed  by  bright  days  like  spring.  On  Saturday  io  last 
week  the  river  was  bank  full,  but  by  Sunday  had  gone 
down  quite  2ft.  The  flush  of  water  will  do  good  to  the 
fishing,  as  after  the  long  drought  of  last  year  the  bed  of 
the  river  had  got  very  bad,  and  it  will  also  clear  the  snow 
water  out.  Salmon  have  now  been  able  to  get  up  the 
river  to  the  spawning  beds,  and  a  few  have  been  seen 
about  the  district,  but  the  anglers  of  this  part  would 
prefer  they  did  not  come  up,  as  some  are  strongly  of 
opinion  they  destroy  the  trout  spawn  and  spoil  a  good 
deal  of  sport,  but  there  are  worse  things,  viz.,  ducks  and 
swans,  that  do  a  lot  of  damage,  especially  in  the  public 
water.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
coloured,  and  higa  and  muddy,  and  no  fishing  posjible  at 
present. — 8.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  pirt  the  river  has  been 
running  very  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  unoertain,  and  no  angling 
could  have  been  done  of  late.  Heavy  rain  has  been  had, 
which  has  flushed  the  river  and  removed  all  weeds  and 
accumulations,  and  it  will  have  a  better  eflEeot  for  sport 
when  the  trout  are  in  season,  as  the  river  had  become  very 
dirty,  and  choked  with  weeds  in  places. — Worcester. 

Wltham,  fto.  (Mid-Llnooinshire).— The  floods  and 
the  great  rush  of  water  down  the  Witham  is  clearing  the 
river  from  the  effects  of  snow  broth.  Only  very  few 
anglers  put  in  an  appearance  this  week,  and  these  were 
only  successful  ia  the  dead  waters,  such  as  the  Sincil 
Dyke,  the  Horncastle  Canal,  &c.  A  few  of  the  Lino  jln 
experts  brought  away  roach  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bardney,  and  we  hear  of  16lb.  of  fine  roach  being  got  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Stixwold.  These,  it  is  said,  were 
got  by  fishing  on  the  grass  with  water  about  3tt.  deep. 
The  weather  has  been  against  the  pike  fishers  as  well  as 
the  water,  and  only  a  few  have  been  landed  in  the  lower 
district.  The  weather  will  have  to  settle  down  before  this 
sport  is  anything  like  decent. — Luci. 

Tare  (BruBdall).— The  fish  are  not  on  here.  The 
tides  are  very  high  and  a  lot  of  land  water  is  coming  down, 
so  that  hundreds  of  acres  of  marsh  are  covered.  Sharp 


frost  this  (Monday)  morning,  and  the  water  is  very  cold.— 
W.  H.E. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onie, 
fto.  (Torkshiice). — There  is  very  little  to  report  ia  the 
way  of  angling  from  any  of  these  rivers.  The  weather  has 
continued  so  unsettled  and  tbe  water  of  such  a  bad  colour 
that  tew  anglers  have  been  out.  The  best  chance  of  sport 
has  been  in  the  upper  reaches,  but,  for  all  that,  very  few 
grayling  have  been  ciuijht.  Half  a  dozen  Stockton 
anglers  visited  the  upper  Yore  last  Thursday,  and,  con- 
sidering the  drawbacks  I  have  named,  they  did  not  do  at 
all  badly,  but  J.  Blades  and  other  local  anglers  at  Hawes 
are  doing  next  to  nothing.  I  have  caught  some  nice  dace 
in  the  Yore,  but  failed  to  tempt  the  grayling  in  this  river 
or  the  Cover,  and  I  know  several  anglers  who  hive 
had  blank  days  on  the  Nidd,  Rye,  Riccall,  Dove, 
and  Wharfe,  roach  fishing  in  the  lower  waters  of 
these  rivers  or  in  the  Ouse,  and  the  pike  fishermen 
up  the  Derwent  are  waiting  for  more  favourable 
water.  Messrs.  Kempsey  and  Wilkinson  spent  the 
week-end  at  Hornsea,  but  the  weather  there  was  too 
boisterous  and  the  water  too  thick,  and  they  informed 
me  it  will  be  some  time  befora  the  famous  mere  there  will 
be  in  anything  like  decent  trim  for  pike  fishing.  The 
weather  to-day  has  been  more  settled  than  it  has  been  for 
some  time,  the  sun  shining  brilliantly,  with  a  sharp  north- 
westerly wind  and  a  nip  of  frost.  If  it  would  only  continue 
thus  for  a  week,  my  report  would  be  of  a  more  lively 
description.  There  seems  a  total  absence  of  breeding 
salmon  in  the  Yorkshire  rivers  this  season.  I  cannot  find 
any  anywhere,  or  can  I  hear  of  any  from  gamekeepers  or 
anglers.  Some  time  ago  I  received  an  opih  for  preserva- 
tion. It  is  now  cased,  and  this  rare  and  beautiful  fish  is 
receiving  considerable  attention  to  visitors  to — John  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

North  Easb  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  and  streams 
in  the  north  of  Scotland  were  ia  greit  spate  several 
days  last  week,  and  reached  a  point  at  the  height  of  the 
flood  which  has  not  been  touched  for  the  past  eight  years. 
The  early  January  floods  hive  come  away  at  the  most 
auspicious  time,  and  any  spring  fish  which  may  be  on  lha 
coast  will  be  well  into  the  mid  reaches  by  the  opening  on 
the  11th  prox.,  while  the  effect  of  drawing  fish  on  to  the 
coast  cannot  be  over  estimated.  All  round,  the  prospects 
of  the  early  spring  angler  have  been  greatly  enhanced. 
Frost  and  a  fresh  sMOwfall  }s  now  again  being  experienced. 
The  pollution  question  of  the  Don  was  up  before  the 
Aberdeen  Committee  on  Tuesday,  when  they  decided  that 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  arranging  a  general  sawage 
scheme  for  the  Don  valley  were  so  great  that  the  idea 
would  have  to  bs  abandoned.  Each  district  committee 
will  now  have  to  take  such  steps  as  they  may  deem  neces- 
sary, quite  independent  of  each  other. — G.  M. 

South  of  Sootland. — The  rivers  in  the  Border 
district  have  been  frequently  disturbed  of  late,  though  no 
apparent  damage  has  been  done  to  tbe  spawning  beds  by 
the  floods.  The  severe  frost  in  Christmas  week  has  given 
way  to  a  spall  of  more  genial  and  spring-like  weather,  and 
at  the  time  of  writing  the  temperature  is  exceedir.gly  mild 
for  the  period  of  the  season.  Very  few  back-end  salmoa 
are  showing  themselves  on  the  lower  breeding  grounds  in 
all  the  Solway  rivers.  The  gravid  salmon  have  ascended 
to  the  uppermost  reaches,  where  the  fish  are  now  busy 
performing  their  domestic  duties.  The  mildness  of  the 
winter  up  to  this  date  has  bean  most  favourable  for  the 
spiwning,  and  in  the  course  of  another  fortnight  the  fish 
will  be  leaving  the  redds  to  commence  their  descent 
saawards.  So  far  there  are  no  reports  of  the  salmon 
disease,  the  Annan  especially  is  quite  free  of  the  scourge 
up  to  this  date.  I  hear  that  a  proprietor  on  the  Annan 
sought  counsel  with  the  able  pisciculturist,  Mr.  Armistead, 
of  the  Solway  Fishery,  at  the  back-end  of  last  autumn, 
and  by  that  gentleman's  advice  a  fish  hatchery  has 
been  erected  in  the  lower  reaches.  Already  the  ova 
of  several  species  of  trout  (principally  yellow  trout)  have 
been  laid  down,  besides  some  thousands  of  little  fry 
placed  in  a  little  nursery.  Mr.  Lees,  North  Held,  is 
the  name  of  the  gentleman  who  has  built  the  hatchery 
at  his  oviM  expense,  and  I  am  sure  all  anglers  will  feel 
deeply  grateful  to  him  for  his  disinterestedness  in  the 
matter  and  trying  to  improve  the  river  for  sport.  It  may 
be  also  mentioned  that  another  riparian  proprietor  on  the 
Annan,  viz.,  Mr.  James  Smith,  of  Craigielands,  near 
Moffat,  has  been  stocking  the  higher  waters  of  the  same 
river  for  some  years  past  with  trout  reared  in  his  own 
private  hatchery,  situated  at  Craigielands,  near  Baattock. 
Mr.  Smith's  keeper  (Kerrse)  has  been  most  snccessful  in 
past  years  in  the  roaring  of  the  trout,  and  many  thousands 
of  fry  have  been  placed  in  the  streams  aronnd  Moffat. 
Undoubtedly  the  angling  for  yellow  trout  has  greatly 
improved  below  Moffit  and  down  Wamphray  way. 
Unfortunately,  a  number  of  ''  pot  hunters  "  make  it  their 
business  to  go  to  these  higher  waters  of  the  Annan  in  the 
early  spring  months  and  take  large  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
with  worm  bait  while  the  trout  are  not  in  a  fit  condition  for 
being  caught.  There  is  no  law,  so  to  speak,  to  prevent 
these  characters  carrying  on  the  slaughter  among  yellow 
trout,  and  besides,  much  of  the  waters  named  are 
absolutely  frae  to  anybody.  All  right-minded  anglers  long 
for  some  close  time  for  yellow  trout  ia  Scotland, 
and  the  sooner  an  act  is  enforced  the  better.  Last 
week  not  a  fish  was  to  be  seen  moving  in  favourite 
pools.  The  Eden  Fishery  Board  at  their  annual  meeting 
made  the  following  remarks  through  their  watching 
committee.  Speaking  generally,  the  yield  of  migratory 
fish  during  the  past  season  was  exceedingly  small  for 
salmon,  and  the  worst  for  thirty  years  on  the  Kden;  grilse 
were  somewhat  better ;  whilst  the  crop  of  sea  trout  was 
well  up  to  iho  average.  The  river  (Eden)  nets  and  rods 
suffered  morj  from  this  scarcity  than  the  Solway  fisher^ 
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men  with  their  neta.  The  annant  taken  by  the  board  for 
salmon  licences  produced  a  little  more  than  that  of  the 
previous  year,  189S.  The  tront  licences  also  showed  a 
slight  ii  crease.  On  the  other  hand,  the  expenditure  of 
the  board  of  eonsprvators  was  largely  increased  by  the 
cost  of  the  Armathwai'e  fish  pass.  Anticipatinithis  large 
reduction  on  the  credit  s-ide  of  the  revenue,  the  committee 
intimated  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  curtdil  the 
expenfea  of  watching  and  other  items  as  much  as 
practicable  for  the  Cf>ming  season.  The  committee  were 
also  of  opinion  that  the  curtailing  of  the  expenses  should 
continue  for  a  yeir  or  two,  until  the  funds  of  the  board 
are  placed  in  a  more  fliurishing  condition.  It  was 
reported  that  the  salmon  pass  at  Armathwaite  Weir  was 
proving  a  great  suocess.  The  spawning  beds  above 
Armathwaite  are  at  the  present  time  more  plentifully 
stocked  with  salmon  than  any  of  the  beds  situated  below 
the  weir.  There  has  been  so  far  very  little  disease  among 
salmon  in  the  Eden  this  year.  The  statement  of  accounts 
show  that  the  revenue  for  ths  year  amounted  to 
£947  33.  lOd.,  including  a  balance  of  £236  Ts.  oi.  in  hand 
on  Jan.  1  last  year.  A  statement  was  made  that  Mr. 
Isaac  Waite,  Burgh-on-Sands,  had  ceased  to  be  a  member 
of  the  board,  and  that  another  member  would  have  to  be 
elected  at  their  first  meeting  to  fill  his  place  on  the 
watching  committee. — Heatherbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Antrim  Rivers  and  Lakes. — The  majority  of  ike 
Antrim  livera  open  on  Feb.  1  for  rod  fishing.  These 
include  the  well-known  salmon  river  Bash,  the  Margy, 
Glenshesk,  Carey,  Glena  Keerau,  Glendun,  Glenaan, 
Glenaniff,  Glenarm,  and  the  pellucid  Lugan  and  tribu- 
taries, and  all  the  rivers  flowing  into  the  sea  between 
Downhill  and  Donaghadee.  The  weather  has  been  mild 
and  favourable. — J.  A.  B. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— The  spawning 
seaton  is  now  practically  over  on  the  Ballinderry,  as  the 
last  big  run  of  salmon  from  the  Bann  arrived  on  the  redds 
about  here  a  little  before  Christmas,  From  the  Bridge 
here  to  Dinkin's  Island  the  redds  are  well  tenanted, 
notab'y  the  Carry,  Storey's  and  Linaglug  Fords.  From 
the  upoer  waters,  which  include  the  Louahry  and  Rook 
tributaries,  I  learn  that  spawning  amongst  the  trout  is 
over.  Salmon  were  noted  as  far  up  as  Tullywiggan  Bridge, 
which  is  unusual,  the  river  being  in  flood  at  present.  The 
spent  salmcn  are  dropping  down  towards  Lough  Neagh, 
where  the  poachers  are  busy  despite  the  precautions  of 
the  bailiffs,  the  small  staff  of  which  is  upcqual  to  watching 
152  square  miles  of  water. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (Benbucb,  co.  Tyrone).— The  liver 
is  bank  full,  and  as  the  spent  fish  are  going  downstream,  it  is 
expected  that  most  of  them  will  be  cleared  out  before  the 
season  opsns  on  March  1.  These  last  two  or  three  seasons 
kelts  were  a  veritable  nuisance  in  the  river.  Lake  trout 
seem  to  be  scarcer  this  season. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyne. — The  season  opens  on  the  Boyne  on  15th  prox. 
At  present  the  river  is  high  and  dirty.  The  past  spawning 
seaton  wis  pretty  good.  Salmon  are  reported  in  the  tide- 
way. The  opening  month  is  generally  considered  one  of 
the  best  on  this  river. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Bilveis. — The  County  Cork  rivers  are  now  in 
a  very  flooded  ttite,  and  in  the  earlier  waters  spring 
ealmon  continue  to  come  up.  Spawning  has  gone  on 
satisfactorily  since  last  report,  though  there  are  fears  that 
some  harm  has  resulted  from  the  violent  floods  in  a  few 
districts  where  some  late  fish  were  either  in  the  process  of 
depositing  or  had  deposited  their  spawn.  On  the  whole, 
the  advent  of  the  New  Year  has  brightened  materially  the 
prospects  of  anglers  throughout  the  county, — T.  J.  D. 

Kerry  Biivers. — There  has  been  a  succession  of  gales 
and  rainetorme  siDce  last  report,  and  many  of  the  rivers 
have  overflown  their  banks  to  a  considerable  extent.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  no  harm  was  done  among  the  spawning 
beds.  The  bulk  of  the  fish,  however,  have  spawned  before 
those  last  heavy  floods.  According  as  the  argUng  season 
approaches  the  prospects  grow  brighter.  The  New  Year 
has  been  ushered  in  under  very  favourable  auspices,  and 
anglers  are  very  hopeful  about  the  spring  fishing, — 
T.  .1.  D. 

KlUarney. — Since  last  report  heavy  gales  have  taken 
place,  and  were  accompanied  by  heavy  downpours  of  rain, 
which  raised  all  waters  to  an  abnormal  height  for  the 
season.  The  weather  and  the  condition  of  the  different 
waters,  however,  was,  on  the  whole,  such  as  should  induce 
spring  salmon  to  come  np,  and  it  is  reasonably  surmised 
that  many  have  done  so.  The  outlook  for  the  approaching 
angling  season  is  good,  but  much  of  course  depends  upon 
the  state  of  the  weather  at  the  start.  At  time  of  writing 
the  weather  has  aesumed  a  nic9  springlike  aspect. — 
T.  .1.  IJ. 

Lough   Cnrrane   (Waterville,   oo.  Kerry).— 

Lough  Currane  is  ouc  3  more  far  beyond  its  ordinary  mid- 
winter ht^ight,  and  spr'nj  salmon  have  been  coming  up  in 
fair  or  average  numbers.  The  Weir  fishery  opened  on 
January  1,  but  only  a  few  salmon  have  been  had  so 
far.  Angling  opens  as  usual  on  Feb.  1,  and,  on  the  whole, 
the  outlook  Ih  indeed  very  primiijirg,  especially  as  the 
Burronnding  hills  are  covered  with  snow,  a  circumstance 
always  consider -d  hi  re  to  be  a  good  augury  for  tin'  spring 
fishing.  ()a  the  rivers  the  spawning  season,  now  nearly 
over,  hns  bnen  a  most  Buocesaful  one  from  every  point  of 
view  -T.  ,J.  I). 

Voufih.  Mtlvin  and  Bnndrowes  River.— Not  for 
many  years  liiiB  a  Ixiltwr  hoiid  of  spawning  fi«h  bpen  seen 
on  the  redd»  on  (iundrowos  river  and  Molvin  tributaries. 
The  winter  hiH  buen  un  exceedingly  mild  one.  Mr. 
Hingleton  has  got  in  a  good  tapply  of  salmon  ova  in  his 
Ijaureen  bat:;beries.  Owing  to  tlio  thorough  preservation 
and  heavy  fines  in<lictfid  during  tht;  past  season,  poaching 
can  lafcly  be  regarded  a«  u  thing  of  the  past  on  tlio 
Bundrowes  river, — 1*.  O  m.lamikr, 


Shannon  and  Lon^h  Serg  (Eillaloe).— Heavy 
floods  have  prevailed  for  several  weeks  on  the  Shannon, 
which  is  a  good  thing  for  the  spring  fishing,  as  a  good 
stock  of  fish  will  surely  run  up  to  Castleconnell  and 
Killaloe.  It  is  during  February,  March,  and  April  that 
the  big  salmon  a.T^  generelly  taken.  In  seasons  passed 
springers  np  to  401b.  to  44!b.  have  been  landed  in  the 
above  month.  The  largest  fish  angled  last  spring  weighed 
only  38ib.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — Local  and  visiting  pier  anglers  had 
their  fill  of  sport  every  afternoon  last  week,  some  of  the 
catches  then  made  baing  far  better  than  anything  seen 
throughout  the  present  season.  On  Saturday  last  Messrs. 
Lane,  Krenkel,  Duff,  Ray,  Harding,  Bowles,  Filmer,  and 
Smyth  made  capital  Oitches  throughout  the  afternoon,  and 
several  of  them  who  fished  at  night  were  kept  equally  busy. 
Sunday's  additions  included  Messrs.  Horsman,  Clark, 
Dupere,  Mells,  Pagden,  Todd,  Dodd,  Glen,  and  Brown, 
but  the  day's  catch  fell  far  short  of  that  of  the  preceding 
day.  On  Monday  the  fishing  ranks  were  augmented  by 
Messrs.  Harding,  Meacook,  Walters,  Russell,  Horncastle, 
Ray,  and  two  ladies,  but  sport  proved  poor  until  after 
sunset,  when  a  few  codling  and  whiting  were  taken.  Two 
additional  anglers,  Mr.  Culley  and  Mr.  E.  Gilbertson,  put 
in  an  appearance  on  Tuesday  morning,  and,  with  others, 
fished  patiently  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  but  the 
neap  tide  sadly  marred  their  spoit,  and  poor  returns  were 
made  by  all.  A  material  improvement  took  place  at 
night,  when  five  rods  aoaounted  for  several  score  of  fine 
whiting  and  eight  codling,  ranging  between  21b.  and  41b. 
each.  To-day  ( Wednesday)  few  rods  have  been  in  evidence, 
and  the  chief  catch  has  consisted  of  about  a  score  of  dabs, 
most  of  them  of  moderate  size.  —  J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S,). 

Deal. — O  wing  to  the  unsettled  weather  nothing  was  done 
in  the  way  of  boat  fishing  at  the  week's  end.  On  Monday, 
8th,  Mr.  Church  put  out  fishing  at  nine  o'clock,  return- 
ing at  3  p.m.,  and  landed  three  score  whiting  and  pouting, 
and  fifteen  fine  codling,  the  largest  about  61b.  The  wind 
westerly ;  light  and  fine.  Tuesday  quite  a  spring  day. 
Local  boats  landed  six  score  downwards,  and  a  few  codling 
to-day.  Wednesday,  wind  N.W.,  fresh ;  only  a  few  boats 
out ;  takes  about  four  score.  The  water  now  is  in  fair 
condition,  and,  if  weather  favourable,  in  all  probability 
there  will  be  sport. — Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flymonth. — The  amateurs  are  still  catching  mullet 
and  small  bass  from  the  piers,  but  the  weather  is  rather 
unsettled — one  day  fine  spring  weather,  and  the  next 
raining  and  cold.  The  mullet  seem  well  on  the  feed,  and 
are  plentiful  all  around  the  ojast.  I  hear  a  lot  were 
caught  from  the  West  Hoe  Pier  yesterday  by  putting  a  net 
across.  I  am  told  that  nearly  400  were  caught  by  this 
means.  Those  who  are  not  afraid  of  the  cold  weather 
can  get  good  sport  with  pouting  and  blaine.  In  either  of 
the  pita  in  Firestone  Bay  or  near  the  Mallard  good  sport 
can  be  obtained,  but  you  should  always  fish  on  slack  tides, 
either  at  high  or  low  water.  When  the  sun  goes  down 
conger  bite  very  freely  and  afford  good  sport,  and  as 
pouting  cease  biting  at  sunset,  fishermen  very  often  change 
their  lines  and  fish  for  conger,  using  pouting  as  bait. — W. 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).— Very  few  anglers  have 
been  out,  but  during  favourable  weather  some  very  large 
flounders  have  been  taken,  as  well  as  bass,  pollack,  and  a 
few  codling. — W.  E.  Laker. 


STOP  PRESS. 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  Telegraph.- Friday,  Jan.  12.. 
Dover. — E. ;  moderate. 
Deal. — S.B. ;  smooth. 
Ramsgate. — 8.E. ;  smooth. 
Margate. — E. ;  smooth. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
The  angling  experiences  related  at  Monday's  meeting 
(Mr.  H.  Harden  in  the  chair)  were  extremely  meagre,  the 
weather  and  the  condition  of  the  water  having  been  much 
against  fishing.  The  Colne  was  reported  to  be  running  very 
fast  and  thick,  but  a  few  roach  of  over  lib.  each  had  been 
taken  by  members.  On  the  Kennet,  at  Newbury,  Mr. 
Frank  Ward  had  accounted  for  a  nice  mixed  big,  consist- 
ing of  roach,  grayling,  and  perch  (which  graced  the 
table),  the  last-named  fish  being  a  specimen  weigh- 
ing lib.  12o/..  Mr.  'Ward  incidentally  mentioned  that 
a  good  pike  of  l(>lb.  had  been  caught  in  the  Kennet  at 
Newbury,  and  that  the  trout  there  were  actively  engaged 
in  spawning  operations.  Mr.  Fletcher  stated  that  at  Ship- 
lake  the  Thames  was  high  and  very  opaque,  sport  being 
decidedly  bad.  Mr.  Robert  C.  Blundell  brought  forward 
a  proposition  which  met  with  the  warmest  approval  of  the 
meeting.  It  was  "That  Mr.  Wm.  Senior  be  heartily 
congratulated  upon  his  appointment  to  Ihs  editor- 
ship of  the  Fiel'l."  Mr.  Senior,  said  the  proposer  of 
the  resolution,  was  an  old  and  influential  member  of  the 
srciety,  and  had  done  yeoman  service  to  it.  It  was  only 
natural  that  all  the  members  were  intensely  gratified  to 
hear  of  their  colleagues  good  fortune,  and  one  and  all 
hoped  that  he  would  long  live  to  enjoy  the  high 
ponition  which  it  was  his  privilege  to  occupy.  Mr. 
J.  W.  /aehnsdorf  seconded  the  motion,  speaking  in 
eulogistic  terms  of  Mr.  Senior's  well  merited  popu- 
larity as  an  angler.  The  chairman  added  a  few 
words  oxpreeeive  of  the  delight  ic  afl'orded  him  to  hear 
that  Mr.  Senior  bad  gained  the  "blue  ribbon"  of  the 
sporting  jjrcH/j.  This  the  recipient  well  deserved,  for  he 
was  an  exceedingly  good  fellow  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
terra,  a  clever  Hportoiii.in,  and  n  most  able  man  all  round. 


The  vote  was  carried  with  acclamation,  and  the  hon. 
secretary  was  ordered  to  communicate  the  same  to  the 
Field's  new  editor.  Attention  was  drawn  to  a  letter  in  the 
Fi»hing  Gazette  of  Jan  6.,  from  Mr.  Fred  Ord  Gadsden,  of 
Bomha,y,  illustrated  by  a  picture  of  a  strange  fish  called 
the  Rhiiwhatiis  halavi,  a  specimen  of  which  was  exhibited 
some  time  ago  to  the  members  by  Dr.  Brownfield  Bate- 
man.  At  the  time  it  was  not  recognised  by  any  of  the 
members  who  saw  it,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  draw- 
ing sent  over  by  Mr.  Ord  Gadsden  solves  the  problem  as 
to  what  it  was,  the  sketch  being  an  exact  representation  of 
the  fish  shown  by  Dr.  Bateman.  The  annual  general 
meeting  of  the  society  will  be  held  at  8  p.m.  on  Monday, 
atthe  Holborn,  as  usual.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


TERRIFIC  BATTLE  AT  DATCHET. 

By  a  Private  of  the  K.P.S. 

The  fearful  battle  at  Batchet,  which  took  place  last 
month,  is  still  ringing  in  the  ears  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Kingston.  Dr.  H.  E.  Sedgwick,  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society,  having  declared  war  against  President  Pike  of  the 
Datchet  Republic  by  offering  a  guinea  prize  for  his  head, 
it  was  only  natural  that  the  members  of  that  society,  being 
of  a  martial  and  warlike  spirit,  should  sand  forth  its 
strongest  contingents  to  endeavour  to  capture  the  enemy. 
A  cabinet  council  was  hurriedly  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel  to 
arrange   the   details   of   the   campaign.    The  repre- 
sentatives   were    urged   by   Captain    Lowe,    of  the 
Light    Brigade,    to  offar  IDs.  6d.  for   the   head  of 
Commandant  Pickerel,  the  president's  elder  brother, 
and    this   was   agreed    to.    Having    been  informed 
that  the  enemy  were  strongly  entrenched  at  Datchet  it 
was  decided  to  make  the  attack  on  Dec.  17  and  18. 
General  Keen  was  appointed  head  of  the  commissariat  and 
transport  department,  whilst  I  looked  after  the  lines  of 
communication.    Volunteers  had  previously  handed  in 
their  names  to  join  the  respective  battalions.    On  the  first 
day  of  the  battle  a  strong  north  wind  and  nipping  frost 
was  experienced,  and  the  K.P.S.  advance  contingent 
received  a  shocking  check.    President  Pike  was  supposed 
on  such  a  day  as  this  to  be  eager  for  the  fray,  but  the 
Sunday  K.P.S.    section,  believing   that  Commandant 
Jack  Frost  was  holding  a  very  firm  position  at  the 
front  and   was   likely   to   give  them   beans,  retired 
out   of    action   in    a   body,    and    have   since  been 
reported  as  "  missing."    On  the  following  day  Com- 
mandant Frost  retreated,  and  Field-Cornet  Thaw  took 
charge  of  affairs.   The  Monday  contingent  of  the  K.P.S. 
therefore  sallied  forth  in  full  marching  order.  They 
entrained  at  Kingston,  and  left  for  the  front  amidst  the 
cheers  of  thousands  of  spectators.    Unfortunately,  at  the 
last  moment  Gen.  Drinkwater  was  unable  to  join  the 
battalion,  but  he  had  forwarded  a  piece  of  heavy  ordnance 
in  the  form  of  a  special  wire  trace  and  leads,  which  was 
reputed  to  be  effective  in  reaching  the  enemy  at  long 
range.   The  troops  were  in  the  highest  spirits,  and  these 
were  added  to   at    Twickenham,    where    a  halt  of 
fifteen  minutes    took  place.    Each  man  was  served 
with  a  special  passport  by  the  booking-oflice  clerk,  and 
then  they  continued  their  journey  to  the  front.  Only 
one  or  two  shots  v^ere  fired  from  the  armoured  train.  An 
energetic  war  correspondent,  in  corduroy,  who  entered  the 
train  at  Feltham,  encountered  a  cross  fire,  and  found  the 
smoke  too  strong.    He  was  seriously  hit  in  the  pit  of  the 
stomach,  and  retired  out  of  action  at  Staines,  much  to  the 
relief  of  the  contingent.   At  Datchet,  Geo.  Keen  and  his 
chief  of  stiff  placed  themselves  at  the  head  of  the  con- 
tingent, and  a  reconnaissanca  was  made  in  force.  On  reach- 
ing the  river  Gen.  Keen  addressed  the  troops.    He  said  he 
balieved  that  the  enemy  was  strongly  entrenched  on  both 
sides  of  the  river.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  contingent 
would  keep  up  their  spirits,  for  their  ammunition  was 
equal  to  lyddite,  and  he  sincerely  wished  them  a  safe 
return.    Capt.  Lowe  was  despatched  in  the  direction  of 
Windsor  with  instructions  to  search  well  Romney  Kop. 
But  he  didn't  "  cop  "  anything,  despite  the  fact  that  the 
enemy  were  reported  to  be  massing  in  the  locality.  Capts. 
Lyne  and  Girling  decided  to  reconnoitre  the  Datchet 
locality.     After   an   arduous  search    in   two  eddies, 
lasting  half  an  hour,  and  without  result,  they  retired 
upon   their   former  position,    and    tried   to  inveigle 
Commandant   Roach    into   an    ambush.    The  ruse, 
however,    failed.     Capt.    Pope    and    his  lieutenant, 
each  casting   from  the  reel,  searched   the  advanced 
trenches  of  the  enemy.    Shell  after  shell  was  thrown  into 
likely  spots,  but  the  enemy  remained  quiet,  not  wishing  to 
expose  their  positions.    It  was  then  decided  to  throw  out 
float  tackle  in  open  order.    Capt.  Pope  had  a  slight 
skirmish  with  one  of  President  Pike's  outposts,  but  beyond 
causing  a  slight  agitatiou  no  cusualties  occurred.  An 
attack  was  then  made  in  the  locality  of  the  Albert  Bridge, 
but  the  enemy  were  mobile  and  mside  a  hasty  retreat.  It 
was  then  decided  to  attack  Commandant  Chub,  who  had 
gathered  his  forces  at  Danger  Board  Koppie.    A  brisk 
engagement  took  place  at  the  first  assault.  Pope's  lieutenant 
losing  a  large  amount  of  ammunition.    A  second  attack 
on  the  natural  defences  of  Commandant  Chub  was 
made,  but  the  enemy,  after  heavy  fighting,  brilliantly 
came  off  successful.    \  regret  to  have  to  report  that  we 
lost  heavily.    Two  floats,  gut  lines,  and  shots  being  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,    (Olllcial.)   A  further  advance 
was  then  decided  upon.    Commandant  Pickerel  was 
reported  to  bo  sheltering  near  Old  Windsor  Weir,  and 
shell  after  shell  was  sent  into  the  locality.    Gen,  Keen 
then  rude  forward  and  ordered  Capt.  Pope  to  attack 
Commandant  Rutilus,    A  flank  movement  was  then  made 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  general.    The  result 
was  a  complete  victory  for  our  side.    After  half  an  hour's 
bombardment    with    bread    crust,    twenty-three  of 
the  enemy  were  taken  prisoners,  and  the  entrenoh- 
iH<)nts  were  cleared,  the   main   body  of  the  enemy 
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beins  in  fall  retreat  by  dusk.  Capt.  Pope  then 
decided  to  fall  back  on  Datchet.  Oapts.  Lyne  and 
GirUng  had  failed  to  dislodge  aay  com  uandoes,  although 
a  great  amount  of  ground-bait  had  been  expended.  Capt. 
Lowe  rep  irted  a  slight  brush  wir.h  the  enemy_  near 
Victoria  Bridge,  but:  his  ammunition  failed  jast  as  victory 
lay  in  his  hands.  The  battalion  then  retired  to  Kingston, 
a  halt  as  before  being  made  at  Twickenham,  where  the 
injarei  were  attended  to  by  Capt.  Lowe,  who  failed  to 
win  a  flutter.  The  K.P.S.  thus  being  checked  in  their 
advance,  hive  decided  to  renew  the  attack  when  their 
forces  have  been  further  augmented. — Thames  Angling 
Keics,   


TO  DRY  RUBBER  BOOTS— A  WRINKLE 
WORTH  KNOWING. 
1  WAS  more  than  interested  in  the  article  published  in 
I  yonr  isjue  of  Nov.  25  under  the  above  heading  and  signed 
[  D.  Now  I  would  suggest  to  our  friend  D.  that  instead  of 
I  an  old  bit  of  flannel  to  stuff  in  his  boots  when  they  are 
I  wet,  if  he  or  any  other  fellow  sportsman  will  simply  take 
I  an  old  newspaper,  and  tearing  it  in  several  pieces,  crumple 
I  up  and  stuff  in  Lis  boots  from  the  toe  up  and  let_  them 

stand  over  night,  he  will  rind  them  absolutely  dry  in  the 
!  morning,  the  paper  having  absorbed  all  the  moisture, 
f      I  have  tried  this  method  and  know  whereof  I  speak,  and 
I  am  sure  if  D.  will  try  it  the  next  time  he  wants  to  dry  his 

boots  he  will  agree  with  me  that  newspaper  is  far  superior 
;  for  the  purpose  to  flannel. —  E.  B.  K.  in  Forest  and 
[  Stream, 


Jingling  "fixtures. 

I  JauTiary  14. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Outing  to  Datchet. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Reading. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Competition. 

Black'riars  :  Outing  to  Staines. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Match  at  Brunt  Mill. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Original  Clerkenwell :  Outing  to  Ware. 

Ormonde :  Outing  to  Wraysbury. 

Phoenix  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Eoyal  George  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

St.  Albans  :  Prize  outing. 
January  15. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Visit. 
Jannary  16. 

North  London :  Visit. 
January  17. 

Izaak  Walton :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
January  18. 

Sundial :  Concert. 
January  20. 

Albion  Brothers  :  Match  at  Hampton. 


Jan.  21. — Admiral  Blake :  Match  at  Taplow. 

,,  21. — Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Datchet. 

,,  21. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Outing  to  Harlow. 

,,  21. — Elgin  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

,,  21. — Junior  Piscatorials  :  Competition. 

„  21.— Stratford  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 

,,  21. — Wenlock  :  Match  at  Rickmans worth, 

,,  22. — Collingwood  :  Yieit. 

„  22.— Dibdin  :  Visit, 

„  22.— Original  Alexandra  :  A.B.S.  concert, 

, ,  28.— Stockwell :  Match  at  Datchet. 

,,  28. — Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Match. 

„  2'J. — Stepney  :  Visit. 

„  30. — Original  Alexandra  :  Supper. 
Feb.   4,— Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 


3^fpotts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  fo  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  m  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Tlmrsday 
Evmlnff.  Address  "Editor  Fishinh  Gazktte,  St. 
Bunatan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Eepoet  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Aasodation.— The  monthly  delegate  meet- 
intc  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Jan.  15,  at 
8.30.— K.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association.— Flether  Conce.ssion8.— 
Through  the  application  of  the  above  association  the 
London  and  North-Western  Railway  Company  have 
agreed  to  issue  anglers'  tickets  from  Watford  Junction 
to  :  Tring,  Is.  Od. ;  Cheddington,  23. ;  Thrapston,  (U.  lOi.  ; 
Aylesbury,  2i.  9d. ;  Bletchley,  .'5s.  Id. ;  Leighton,  2i.  5d.  ; 
Bedford,  "53.  9d. ;  Blnnham,  33.  lid. :  Wolverton,  38.  8d. ; 
Cambridge,  5j.  ;  Peterborough,  "s,  3d. ;  Sandy, 
3j.  Ud.;  Oandle,  78.  3d.— R.  Gju'rnky. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Easteen  Disteict) 
Visiting  List.- The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the 
West  Ham  Brothers,  Coach  and  Horses,  The  Grove, 
Stratford,  on  .Ian.  15.  As  this  will  be  the  first  meeting  in 
the  New  Year  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  good  muster. — G. 
Mam.vi.vc;. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 

Iilst. — My  next  return  visit  on  this  list  takes  place  at  the 
North  London  A. 8.,  Tap  House,  II  olio  way-road,  on 
Toesday,  Jan.  16,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster 
present. — Bkn  Abrahams. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— A.vf.LiNo  Com- 
petition. Committee  Rooms  ;  Duke  of  Sussex,  LTxbridge. 


street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W.— Dite  of  committee  dinner 
will  be  duly  announcsd  in  the  Fishing  Oazeite.  Tickets, 
2-1.  each ;  open  to  the  friends  of  the  committee.  The 
photographs  (I  and  2)  taken  at  Richmond  are  now  on 
sale. — Ben  Aurahams. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney. — The  members 
fish  for  five  prizes  at  Hampton  on  Jan.  28  ;  time  of  starting 
to  be  decided  next  Wednesday. — H.  Haines. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove,  W. — A  match  in  connection  with  the  above  will 
take  place  on  Jan.  21  at  Taplow.  Members  should  start 
by  first  train,  or  must  report  themselves  to  a  brother 
member.  The  annual  concert  will  take  place  on  the 
Monday  following  the  match,  when  all  local  anglers  are 
invited. — H.  Langton. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  transpired  on  Jan.  10,  Olter 
Wheeler  in  the  chair.  The  topic  of  the  evening's  agenda 
was  arranging  our  last  sweepstakes  match  in  the  Thames  ; 
entry.  Is.  each  ;  date  and  place  will  be  fully  published  in 

F.  G.,  next  issue.   All  members  must  attend.  Messrs. 

G.  Barker  and  C.  Turner,  the  auditors,  gave  in  their 
report,  showing  we  have  a  substantial  sum  at  our  bankers, 
and  are  in  a  most  flourishing  condition ;  in  fact,  the 
best  since  our  foundation.  Our  working  strength  and 
honorary  members  are  all  that  can  be  desired.  Our 
auditors  were  heartily  thanked  for  their  report,  which  was 
unanimously  accepted  by  the  thirty-five  members  present. 
On  the  7th  inst.  several  membars  sampled  old  Father 
Thames  (pea  soup,  oh  !),  and  did  not  get  many  of  the  finny 
tribe,  and  the  prospects  for  the  week-end  are  about  the 
same. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  George 
and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell. — WiU  members 
kindly  attend  next  Wednesday  evening  on  important 
business,  also  to  remind  secretaries  that  we  have  removed 
to  the  present  address,  where  all  communications  should 
be  addressed  in  future  ?— E.  R.  Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.B.— On  Jan.  7  Mr.  Cannar 
weighed-in  jack.  At  a  spBoial  meeting  on  Wednesday 
evening  last  Mr.  Cannar  presided,  when  the  question  of 
acquiring  the  lease  of  a  fishery  was  submitted.  After  a 
full  discussion  it  was  considered  to  be  unsuitable  for  the 
requirements  of  members.  It  was  agreed  for  a  pike 
competition  to  take  place  on  Feb.  25,  members  who 
propose  taking  part  to  give  their  names  to  the  secretary  ; 
details  to  be  settled  later.  The  monthly  outing  for  14th 
inst.  was  fixed  to  take  place  at  Datchet,  A  further 
collection  was  made  for  Our  Wounded  Soldiers'  Tobacco 
Fund,  which  resulted  in  lOa.  for  second  list,  making  a 
total  of  £1  lis.— W. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — We  fish  a  pegged-down 
match  at  Reading  on  Jan.  14 ;  four  good  prizes.  Train 
leaves  Clapham  Junction  at  8.45,  return  from  Reading  at 
7.40;  a  saloon  carriage  will  be  [provided.  We  also 
tish  an  odd  and  even  match  at  Cookham  on  Feb.  4  for 
a  meat  tea  ;  the  winners  to  pay  Is.,  the  losers  23.  Mem- 
bers and  friends  of  any  club  are  invited  to  take  part  in 
this  match.  The  tea  will  be  provided  after  the  match  at 
Cookham. — A.  De  jonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
paok,  Bermondsey-street,  S.B.  —  Only  two  members 
weigbed-ia  on  the  7th  :  Mr.  J.  Hobbs,  151b.  roach ;  and 
Mr.  J,  Smell,  71b.  roach.  On  the  10th,  Host  Shepherd, 
6Jlb.  of  roach.  The  members  will  fish  a  competition  for 
their  Jannary  series  of  prizes,  six  in  number,  on  the  14th. 
Conditions  :  members  allowed  to  fish  anywhere  in  the 
Thames  and  backwater  ;  bank  only ;  optional  to  leave 
London  on  Saturday  night. — A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  S.B. — Our  January  series  of  prizes  will 
be  fished  for  at  Staines.  Train  from  Waterloo  8.15, 
return  by  5.18 ;  roving,  towpath.  Several  members  out 
on  the  7th,  with  very  poor  results.  Two  rods;  no  live 
bait  to  be  carried. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Windsor  Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.— On  Jan.  7 
Mr.  J.  W.  Blake  weighed-in  roach.  On  Jan.  10  Mr.  J. 
Roach  weighed-in  roach,  21b.  I54OZ.  Mr.  E.  Brunton  and 
Mr.  0.  Lange  were  elected  honorary  members.  Feb.  12 
is  fixed  for  our  grand  programme  concert  on  behalf  of  the 
Fishing  Oazelle  Tobacco  Fund.  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  17, 
will  be  limit  night,  when  all  subscriptions  must  be  paid 
without  fail.— T.  Paternoster. 

Cambridge  Heatn  Brotners  Angling  Sodcty, 
The  Good  intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bisnop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — Our  next  prize  outing  takes  place  at  Bures 
on  Jan.  21  for  ten  cash  prizes,  and  two  New  Year's  prizes 
given  by  Messrs.  C.  King  and  Millward.  Members  to  go 
down  Saturday  night  or  Sunday  morniog.  Start  fishing 
at  7  a.m.,  cease  at4.30  p.m.  Show  fish  at  No.  I  swim  not 
later  than  5  p.m.  Mr.  R.  Hubbard  has  charge  of  the 
commissariat  and  transport,  and  will  take  names  on  next 
Tuesday  of  those  going  to  the  front  on  Jan.  21.  I  beg  to 
remind  members  of  return  visit  next  Monday  night  at 
8  o'clock  sharp  at  the  West  Ham  Brothers  Angling 
Society.— P.  E.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Our  visit  on 
the  Central  List  was  a  decided  success,  twenty-five  clubs 
responding  to  the  roll.  I  wish  to  thank  all  brother 
members  for  their  attendance  on  that  occasion.  On  the 
7th  Messrs.  Fuller,  Taylor,  and  Parker  diowed  a  few 
roach  and  dace.  Will  members  attend  on  Wednesday  next 
to  decide  the  next  outing,  as  time  is  getting  short  P  At 
our  visit  we  had  a  curiosity,  a  butterfly  named  Stepioemus 
maximn!-. — R.  MARsirALL. 

Central  Association  Visiting  List,— The  return 
visit  on  the  Central  List  took  place  at  the  Camden  A-B,  on 


Monday  last.  The  spacious  club-room  at  the  Locomotive, 
James-street,  Camden  Town,  did  not  accommodate  half 
the  company  of  anglers  who  had  attended  to  honour  the 
Camdenites,  Mr.  W.  Andrews  occupied  the  chair,  and  an 
excpllent  programme  was  gone  through  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Robsrt  Marshall,  the  energetic  secretary  of  the 
club.  On  the  roll  call  by  Mr.  Charles  Watling  twenty-five 
clubs  were  found  to  be  strcngly  represented.  The  chair- 
man returned  thanks  to  the  arti.-tea  and  visitors.  Next 
visit  will  be  to  the  CoUingwood  A,S.,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars  Bridge  ;  dace  next  issue,— W. 

Clapham  Jnnotioa  Angling  aoaiWif,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S,W,— 
Our  tenth  days'  outing  will  take  place  on  Jan.  21,  at 
Datchet.  Boundary  from  Albert  Bridge  to  Old  Bell  Weir 
Lock  ;  train  from  Clapham  Junction  at  8  27,  return  from 
Datchet  at  five  o'clock ;  all  to  cease  fishing  at  4.30.— 
G.  S.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.  —  The  quarterly  delegate  meeting  will  be  on 
Thursday,  Jan.  18.  Meet  at  the  Empress,  St.  John- 
street-road,  at  9.15  p.m.— F.  Castell. 

Cobdeu  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
the  7th  Mr.  1'.  P'ry  was  the  only  one  to  go  down  toBource 
End  to  fish  for  the  thres  prizes  left  from  the  last  match, 
he  being  successful  on  this  occasion.  The  match  is  now 
declared  finished.  Mr.  A.  Howland  weighed-in  roach. 
Will  members  oblige  by  attending  next  Tuesday,  as  there 
is  very  important  business  to  be  done,  and  I  hope  some  of 
them  will  come  and  clear  up,  as  we  are  in  the  last  quarter 
of  our  financial  year  ?  I  am  very  sorry  to  report  the  death 
of  Mr.  J.  Brown,  who  died  after  four  days'  illness,  he 
being  a  very  old  membar  of  the  club. — T.  Twyman. 

Collingwood  Anpfling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blaxjkfnars-road,  S.B. — We  have  arranged 
to  take  our  Central  visit  on  Jan,  22.  Plenty  of  music,  &c, 
A  hearty  welcome  is  extended  to  all.  Come  up  and  let  us 
try  to  make  a  record  visit.  Since  my  last,  Mr.  R.  W, 
Ball,  Mr.  J.  Jarrett,  and  Mr.  W.  Gooding  have  had  nice 
trays  of  fish.— F.  P.  Sorge. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckmgham  Gate,  S.W. — We  had  a  well  attended 
special  meeting  on  Wednesday,  when  several  important 
items  were  got  through.  On  Jan.  7  Mr.  G.  Holman 
weighed-in  roach,  saving  us  from  a  blank. — J.  White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C. — Messrs.  Massey,  Harris,  and 
Curtis  had  some  very  good  roach  and  jack.  Mr.  Harris's 
largest  roach  went  lib.  3ioz. — W.  Masset. 

iirown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  ClerkenweU-green,  B.C.  —  On 
Jan.  7  G.  Norris  and  H.  Haines  weighed-in  roach,  I  wish 
to  remind  members  that  Wednesday  next  is  quarterly 
night.— G.  Franklin. 

Jffalstou  Angling  Society,  Brownlov7  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Jan.  7  I  am  very  sorry  to 
say  that  none  of  the  members  weighed-in.  On  Tuesday, 
Jan.  9,  a  very  good  attendance.  The  balance-sheet  was 
presented  and  accepted.  It  was  also  decided  that  the 
prizes  left  over  from  the  fourth  competition  should  be 
competed  for  on  our  next  outing.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  Tuesday,  Jan  16,  to  decide  when  our  next 
outing  shall  take  place.  I  have  four  prizes  to  be  competed 
for.— S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — The  members  of  the 
above  mustered  in  good  force  on  Wednesday  last,  when 
the  half-yearly  balance-sheet  was  audited,  and  funds  in 
band  were  found  extremely  substantial.  Thanks  were  ac- 
corded to  the  auditors  for  their  services.  The  next  visit  on 
the  C.D.V.  List  will  take  place  on  Jan.  22,  when  we  hope 
to  have  a  good  muster.  Secretaries  not  having  received 
intimation  kindly  accept  this  as  same. — E.  Coltman. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
AJl  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — Most  of  our  members 
have  been  out  and  weighed-in  some  nice  shows  of  fish : 
Mr.  Vogan,  roach,  61b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Balls,  roach,  4lb.  5oz. ; 
Mr.  Gale,  roach  and  daoq  ;  Mr.  Sullins,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  Barrett,  roaoh  and  dace.  On  Thurday,  the  25th,  our 
return  visit  takes  place. — W.  Jenkins. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  W. — Since  my  last  report  several  members 
have  had  some  good  shows  of  fish,  chiefly  reach  and  dace. 
Mr.  Bush  weighed-in  a  specimen  jack  from  Windsor. 
Our  next  match  takes  place  on  Jan.  21  at  Windsor. — G. 
King. 

Ooldeu  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaao 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital. — On  the  7th 
Messrs.  Verity  and  Crow  weighed-in  roach.  On  the 
2nd  (quarterly  night)  all  officers  were  re-elected.  Mem- 
bers who  have  not  paid,  can  pay  in  bar  book  up  to 
twelve  o'clock  Saturday  night  to  make  themselves 
eligible  to  weigh-in  on  Jan.  14  for  Mr.  Bailey's  prize, — 
A.  W.  Ellins. 

Haroonrt  Angling  Society.  Haroourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W. — We  had  a  few  nice  roach  on 
Jan.  7,  but  that  was  all.  I  should  like  to  see  a  few  more 
members  on  club  night,  as  we  are  giving  a  concert  in  aid 
of  the  A.B.S.  on  Thursday,  Feb.  1,  and  should  like  them 
all  to  help  to  the  best  of  their  ability.— A.  B.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Te  Olde  Crown, 
183,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Jan.  7  our  members 
were  out,  but  were  vtry  unfortunate,  not  being  able  to 
fix  a  line.  Will  members  kindly  attend  next  Wednesday 
(general  business  night),  as  we  have  some  special  business 
to  go  through  and  new  members  to  elect  ?  On  Monday, 
Feb.  12,  we  have  a  smoking  concert  on  behalf  of  the 
A.B.S.  Hope  members  ajd  secretaries  of  other  cluba 
will  take  notice. — H.  Bagshaw. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-park,  HoUoway,  N.— On  Jan.  4  Mr.  J. 
Parsons  weighed-iu  four  dace,  2lb.  IJoz.  (largest  10|oz.), 
and  6lb.  O^oz.  of  roach,  from  the  club  water  on  the 
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Kennet.  The  fish  were  all  taken  between  four  and  five 
o'clcefc.  Some  of  our  members  were  out  on  Jan.  7,  but, 
owing  to  the  floods,  were  washed  out  of  thejr  swims.  May 
I  a«k  members  who  have  not  put  in  an  appearance  at  the 
weekly  meetings  for  scm=»  time  to  kindly  make  an  effort  to 
attend  more  regularly.— W.  T.  Atiwood. 

Houndsfield  Outers  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Lion,  Lower  Edmonton.— Our  members  have  been  cn  the 
I  warpath  after  the  jack,  but  nothing  to  speak  of  has  been 
weighed  in.    We  have  an  cuting  on  Jan.  24,  roving,  from 
1  St.  Margaret's  Bridge  to  Ware  Bride,  for  fonr  substantial 
i  prizes. — W.  Mogg.  _    .        r,       ^  -n  i 

;  Hoxton  Brotiera  AngUng  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
i  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.— Mr.  F.  Newton  saved  us 
I  from  a  blank  with  roach  on  Jan.  7.  The  mtmbare  tciII 
'  compete  for  £p5cial  prizes  on  Jan.  14  in  the  river  Stoit, 
i  from  Burnt  Mill  to  Harlow.— Johxny. 

isa&k  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John  a 
'  Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.— We  compete  for 
,  three  special  piizes  on  Jan.  14,  and  for  three  ditto  on  the 
following  Wedcesday,  Jan.  17,  competitors  being  allowed 
!  on  both  occasions  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters 
(private  waters  barred).    Some  interesting  business  will 
'  be  placed  before  the  meeting  on  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  17. 
,  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  members  that  can  possibly  attend 
will  please  do  so. — H.  B; 

Jnbilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road,  North  Kensington.- Since  our  last  report  a  very  few 
fish  have  been  weighed-io.  Our  members  have  been  out. 
Sport  was  very  quiet  with  them.  Will  members  attend 
next  meeting  night,  if  possible,  to  arrange  for  a  mitch  ?— 
G.  Bexce. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Eosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E.— The  next  competition  will 
be  held  on  Jan.  21.— W.  Feeeman. 

Maldon   and    Heybridge  Angling  Society, 

White  Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essgx.— The  Langford 
waters  have  lean  in  good  cDnditicn  up  to  the  7th  inst.,  and 
gome  good  roach  have  been  tiken.  S.  Yince,  fishing  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  secured  five  roach,  41b.  Icz.  (best  fish 
,  lib.  3Joz  ) ;  F.  Keen,  three  roach,  31b.  (best  fish  lib.  6oz.) ; 
T.  Spriogett,  21b.  3oz.  of  roach;  B.  Wire._  lib.  2oz.  of 
roach.  Tlie  water  waa  too  thick  on  the  7th  inst.  for 
anglers  to  get  good  sport,  but  in  the  early  part  of  the 
morning  some  good  roach  were  taken  j  Mr.  Race  (Dr.  Jim) 
was  fortunate  in  catching  a  fine  reach,  lib.  9|lb.,  also  a 
few  others.  Mr.  F.  Anderson,  fishing  a  few  days  ago, 
caught  lolb.  of  roaob,  and  A.  Eveiitt  also  had  a  good  bag 
of  roach.  Ths  water  will  in  all  probability  bs  in  good 
colour  at  the  end  of  'hi  week,  and  no  doubt  some  good 
sport  will  hi  had  with  roach.  The  tide  wiU  be  at  a 
convenient  time  on  the  14th,  at  twelve  o'clock  midday  at 
Beeleigh.  Gentles,  paste,  and  wheat  as  bait,  esptcially 
the  latter,  in  the  deep  backwater.  Privilege  tickets  are 
b-ina  issued  at  3s.,  available  to  March  14  next.  Apply  to 
F.  Keen,  26,  Spitil-road,  Maldon. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Jan.  7 
two  cf  our  members  weighed-in  fish  :  Mr.  J.  Eaton,  roach  ; 
Mr.  H.  Hart.  r"ach.  On  Jan.  14  a  pag-down  match  will 
tike  place  at  Burnt  Mill;  all  to  start  by  the  7.30  ficm 
Globe-road.- G.  Tavloe. 

Horth  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
HolLoway-road. — The  next  return  visit  on  the  Xo.  2 
Eastern  Visiting  List  takes  place  at  the  above  on  Tuesday 
next,  Jan.  10.  Secretaries  not  receiving  post-caids  kindly 
accept  this,  and  oblige. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglandisr  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Several  jack  and  dace 
were  brought  home  by  Mr.  J.  Bannister  from  the 
Kennett,  the  largest  jack  81b.,  the  largest  dao3  |lb.— E. 
Dyball. 

'   Original    Clerkenwell    Piscatorial  Society, 

Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  GosweU-road.— On 
Jan.  7  Messrs.  Woods,  Callow,  and  Isaacs  had  roach.  We 
fish  for  five  prizes  at  Ware  on  Jan.  14  ;  all  fish  to  weigh. 
—A.  H. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  The  Rose,  Saville-place, 
Lambeth-road,  B.E.— Oar  competition  takes  place  on 
Jan  I  t  at  Wraysbury  j  trains  start  from  Waterloo  Station 
at  8.16  and  9,40.— A.  H. 

Flioeniz  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.— Mr.  Austin  was  tie  first  to  weigh  in 
this  year,  a  few  good  roach  from  the  Thames.  Members 
are  requested  to  catch  the  nine  o'clock  train  to  Maidenhead 
'   on  Jan.  11;  three  prizes. — R.  C. 

Koyal  deorge  Angling  Society,  Qaeen's  Arms, 
Bateman-gtreet,  Soho-EfiUire.— On  Jan.  7  we  fished  for 
our  prizes,  but  only  six  members  weighed-ia.  The 
unsuccessful  members  are  allowed  to  go  out  on  Jan.  14  for 
remainder  ;  go  where  they  like.    I  truit  all  will  be  taken. 

J.  GiBliO.VS. 

St.  Alban  Angling  Society,  Bising  Sun,  Prince's- 
I  road,  Kennington  Cross. — We  fish  our  January  series  of 
,    prizes  on  the  14:h  inst.  at  Datchet ;  firtt  train,  Waterloo, 

8.15  ;  all  to  return  by  the  5  .5  from  Datchet.  _  All  members 

mast  be  clear  on  the  books,  or  else  they  will  not  be  able 

to  compete.— J.  T.  Leiohton. 
St.  Thomas  Angling  Society,  Sprea/d  Eagle, 
I    Btangate-street,  Lambeth,  8.E. — Members  are  requested 

to  note  that  the  above  club  will  hold  their  meeting  nights 
'    at  the  Hope  public-house.  Bird-street,  Kenuiogton-road, 

Lambeth,  S.E.,  nnti  further  notice.  All  communications, 
I    &c  ,  to  be  addreised  to  the  Hope,  Bird-street,  Kennicg- 

ion-T'/ad. 

Becond   Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Boniface-atreet,  WestminsterBridge-road. — On  Jan.  7,  Mr. 
I    Bigoell,  roach;  Mr.  Wright,  jack;  Mr.  Richards,  jack. 
I    A  special  meeting  called  for  next  Wednesday  nigbt,  to 

andit  the  brxAs.— W.  B. 
I      Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Bhodes- 
'    well-road.  Stepney. — Our  members  had  a  day  off  on 
'    Jan.  7>  First  blank  this  season,  I  should  like  to  see  as 


many  members  of  the  Eastern  and  other  divisions  on 
Monday,  Jan.  29,  the  date  arranged  for  our  return  visit, 
as  can  makeitconvenient.— W.  Beattie. 

Stookwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred  s  Head,  Dorset 
road,  Clapham,  S.W.— The  match  arranged  for  Jan.  14, 
at  Datchet,  has  been  postooned  until  Jan.  28.  On  that 
occasion  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd's  prize  will  be  fished  for,  in 
addition  to  two  others.  Messrs.  H.  and  A.  Pain  have  had 
fish  since  my  last  report.  Others  that  have  been  out  give 
most  unfavourable  reports  as  to  the  state  of  the  various 
rivers.  Will  members  please  attend  in  force  next  meeting 
night,  as  most  important  business  will  be  brought  for- 
ward ? 

Stratfbrd  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E  —We  had  a  nice  show  of 
roach  on  .Tan.  7  by  the  following:  Messrs.  Simmons, 
Fiiend,  Race,  and  Grande.  Mr.  Race  had  a  nice  specimen 
roach,  lib.  9|oz.  We  have  a  peg-down  match  for  four 
prizes  on  Jan.  21,  at  Hatfield  Peverel ;  all  to  meet  at  the 
Black  Bridge.- G.  A.  Payne. 

Snndial  Angling  Society,  Plongh  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.— Members  and  friends  are 
invited  to  join  us  in  a  social  concert  on  Jan.  18.  Members 
of  surrounding  clubs  and  ladies  are  specially  invited  to 
join  on  that  night.  During  the  week  the  following  have 
weighed-in  fish :  Mr.  Cartwright,  dace,  21b.  lO^oz. ;  Mr, 
C.  F.  Pouiles,  dace;  Mr.  Phelps,  perch;  Mr.  Barber, 
roach.— C.  E.  Lock.     •  ^  -rr 

United  Brothers  Angling  Sooietyr  Druid's  Head 
Tavera,  Broadway,  Deptford.— Since  our  last  report  the 
following  have  weighed-in  roach  from  the  Thames : 
Messrs.  W.  G.  Cockerton,  J.  Payne,  W.  Drage,  C.  Freak, 
ard  S.  Drage.— F.  H.  Beak. 

Walham  Green  ana  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W,— A  fully  attended  meeting, 
and  we  are  happy  to  report  favourable  progress  by  our 
respected  secretary.  We  decided  to  have  an  outing  on 
Feb.  4  (open,  roving),  from  Bourne  End.  Other  details 
to  be  settled  next  week.— W.  W.  D. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— Owing  to  the  bad 
state  of  the  weather  only  two  members  weighed-in  fish  on 
Jan.  7.  We  had  a- fine  display  of  roach,  Mr.  W.  Osment 
weighing-in  8ib.  lOoz  ,  and  Mr.  Flint,  9ib.  4oz.,  the  largest 
one  weighing  lib.  6ioz.  On  Wednesday,  Jan.  10,  our 
monthly  smoker  took  place,  Mr.  Eaton  in  the  chair,  and 
members  and  friends  had  an  enjoyable  evening.  We 
intend  continuing  our  smoking  concerts  cn  the  second 
Wednesday  in  each  month.  Anglers  and  friends  are 
cordially  invited.— W.  Callcdt. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — Our  next  match  takes  plaoa  on  Jan.  21,  at 
Bickmansworth  ;  tow-path  only.  Hoping  members  will 
attend  the  meetings  early,  as  we  have  soine  more  prizes 
to  arrani^e  for,  also  other  club  matters  for  discussion. — W. 
Harden. 

'West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Goa«h 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Our  members  were 
out  on  Jan.  7,  and  the  following  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Burling, 
roach;  Mr.  Homer, roach;  Mr,  Seal,  roach;  Mr.  Ca,rter, 
jun.,  roach.  I  wish  to  remind  our  members  and  friends 
that  it  is  our  visit  on  Monday  next,  Jan.  15.  Hope  to 
have  a  good  attendance  on  that  night,  as  we  have  plenty 
cf  room. — R.  Lowthee. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — It  is  with  deep  sorrow  I  have  to  report 
the  death  of  our  esteemed  member,  Mr.  E.  Coomes,  who 
was  taken  ill  with  pneumonia,  and  expired  after  the  short 
period  of  fonr  days.  He  was  a  thorough  good  working 
member,  and  an  ardent  angler.  He  would  probably  have 
taken  the  silver  cup  for  this  season,  having  already  won  it 
for  three  months.  The  funeral  took  place  at  Ealing 
Cemetery  on  Tuesday  last,  which  was  attended  by  a  large 
circle  of  friends.  Mr.  B.  Street  weighed-ia  a  fine  show  of 
bream  from  Richmond  on  Jan.  7.— J  J.  Hunter. 

West  London  Angling  Clnb,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Mr.  Street  weighed-in  a  heavy  lot  of 
bream  from  the  Thames  above  Richmond  on  Thursday 
last.  One  of  our  real  working  members,  Mr.  E.  Coomes, 
died  after  four  days'  illness,  and,  being  highly  respected, 
a  very  large  congregation  assembled  to  hear  the  funeral 
service.  The  club  members  also  travelled  to  Ealing 
Cemetery  to  witness  the  last  sad  rites. — W.  H.  Elsmobb. 

Wimbledon  Fiscatorials,  Alexandra  Hotel,  Wimble- 
don.— The  final  match  for  the  silver  cup  comes  off  on  the 
28[h  inst.,  on  club  water.  A  "  high  tea  "  will  be  after- 
wards served  at  the  Mitre  Hotel.  Mr.  P.  J.  Bovie  has  had 
good  roach  from  the  Thames,  and  Mr,  J.  Furmage  a 
lib.  perch  from  the  same  river, — S.  Peskett. 

To  Fly  Dresskks,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2h.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices;  or  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian,"  of  the  Fishing  Oazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  23  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co., 
St.  Dunstan'B  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Sonooi,  Books,  Diotionaeies,  <fec.,  including  Mr.  Jackson's 
Upright  Writing  Copy  Books,  in  English  and  other  Languages, 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dun- 
tan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London.    Can  be  had  on  application. 

Obibntal  Books  formerly  Issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  Londori,  Publishers  to  the  India 
OCBce. — A  0ATAL080B  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
taries.  and  Indian  Oovemment  Publications  can  be  bad  on 
application 

FOBKiON  BOOK.S  AND  Pkriodicalr.— Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.  Fast 
train  consignments  from  their  Continental  agents  twice  a  week. 
Catalogue  gratis. 

Ameiiican  Books. — A  catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Donatan'a  House,  Fetter-lane  London 


I  WAS  present  at  Dr.  Patterson's  illustrated  lecture  on 
Sea  Pishing  at  the  "  Rainbow"  on  Wednesday  last,  the 
lantern  being  manipulated  by  Mr.  Clay,  a  master  of  the 
art.  We  haS  slides,  not  those  one  could  break  one's  neck 
on,  but  slides  depicting  every  phase  of  sea  fishing;  in 
fact,  they  were  so  true  to  natare  that  when  the  doctor 
was  explaining  a  particular  kind  of  tackle,  upon  the 
hook  of  which  he  said  there  was  a  fish,  I  fully  expected  to 
see  one,  but  I  and  the  other  members  of  the  B.8.A.S. 
were  disappointed.  Altogether  the  lecture  was  a  grr^at 
success,  and  was  well  patronised  by  the  members.  The 
pier  dog  at  Deal— not  Brown's,  although  Brown's  brown 
dog  is  always  very  much  in  evidence  there — looked  as 
innocent  by  the  side  of  his  master  as  a  new-born  babe,  and 
the  attack  made  upcn  hiru  by  the  worthy  lecturer  seemed 
to  me  to  be  unwarrantable,  because  he  had  not  the 
slightest  appearance  of  having  consumed  anybody's 
luncheon  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  lecturer  would  have  baen 
perfectly  within  bounds  had  he  suggested  that  the  dog's 
worthy  master  had  had  the  quadruped's  share  of  the 
luncheon  on  the  day  the  photograph  was  taken.  A  more 
interesting  lecture  I  have  never  atti  nied,  and,  joking 
apart,  I  must  say  that  the  extempore  address  of  Dr. 
Patterson  was  well  worthy  of  him,  and  I  hope  that  in  the 
near  future  he  will  be  induced  to  give  the  members 
another,  when  Brown's  brown  dog  "Bob  "can  act  as  a 
substitute  for  "  Jack,"    May  the  B.S.A.S.  flourish. 


Everybody  knows  the  old  story  of  the  schoolboy  who, 
in  reply  to  the  question  "What  is  salt?"  answered, 
"  The  stuff  that  makes  potatoes  taste  bad  if  you  don't  put 
any  on."  By  parity  cf  reasoning,  that  is  to  say  if  an 
evening  contemporary  is  to  be  believed,  majestatsbeleidi- 
gung  is  the  offence  of  which  loyal  Germans  are  not  guilty 
who  unhesitatingly  accept  the  illogical,  albeit  official, 
decision  of  their  Government  that  the  new  century  C3m- 
menoed  on  the  first  of  this  month.    See  ? 


I  HAVE  received  two  MS.  articles.  One  of  them  is 
entitled  (intituled  as  the  lawyers  say)  "  Trout  Fishing  in 
the  Great  Sahara,"  by  Sandy.  Now,  I  fear  the  writer  is 
trying  to  have  a  little  joke  at  my  expense,  trusting  to  the 
fact  that  the  big  desert  is  a  little  outside  the  sphere  of  my 
holiday  jaunts.  Truly,  the  signature  is  the  signature  of 
Sandy,  but  the  style,  and,  above  all,  the  handwriting 
rather  more  than  indicate  my  veracious  young  friend 
"Truthful  Tommy"  a3  the  author  of  the  plot.  No 
thanks,  "  T.  T."  Do  not  wish  for  any  Sahara  just  at 
present.  When  I  do  want  a  "  Sally  in  our  Alley  "  I  will 
let  you  know. 

 >»♦■»<  

The  other  article  U  on  "  Pheasant  Shooting  on  the 
Dogger  Bank,"  by  Watto  Kokko.  It  strikes  me  with 
something  like  the  force  of  a  sledge  hammer  that  the 
pheasant  commonest  in  that  great  game  cDuntry  is 
generally  known  as  Fasianus  hillingsgatienais,  although 
cn  this  point, there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  among 
naturalists,  as  some  very  learned  (or  ignorant)  authorities 
prefer  to  call  this  beautiful  game  bird  Sfeafciii.s  hinoptims, 
I  give  this  valuable  scientific  iaform±tion  without  any 
extra  charge  you  will  notice,  but  at  the  same  time  have 
to  return  the  screed  to  the  writer,  as  we  do  not  go  in  for 
shooting  in  these  columDU. 


Thbee  is  a  poor  bliud  beitgar  whose  pitch  is  at  the 
south  end  of  a  well-known  seaside  town  which  shaU  be 
nameless,  who  endeavours  to  excite  the  compassion  and 
capture  the  coppers  of  kind-hearted  pa=isers  by  with  the 
constant  iteration  of  the  appeal,  "  Please  assist  the 
aftliotei."  Now,  this  phrase  seems  almost  as  difficult  to 
repeat  as  bixed  miscuits,  I  mean  missed  bixeits,  or 
whatever  that  tongue  worrier  may  be,  and  after  a  time  it 
bacomes  "please  afflict  the  assisted,"  but,  this  notwith- 
standing, there  is  usually  a  rich  vein  of  coppars  in  the  tia 
pot  placed  to  receive  "  afflictions." 


"Dot  seddles  it;  de  war  is  ofer.  Mein  prave  boys 
won't  have  to  fight  no  more,"  remarked  Uncle  Paul,  as  he 
read  with  infinite  satisfaction  the  news  that  a  patriotic 
firm  in  England  had  despatched  10,000  Christmas  puddings 
to  the  troops  who  are  fighting  England's  battles  at  the 
Cape. 

Me.  S.  j.  Hurley,  Killaloe,  Ireland,  writes:  "Dear 
'  Drag,'— Kindly  tell  all  your  angling  friends  in  London, 
who  may  be  on  the  ifui  rive  for  spring  salmon  and  trout 
fishing,  that  I  have  to  let  some  grand  reaches  in  the 
Shannon  at  Killaloe.  The  fishing  will  be  on  oa  Feb.  1,  a 
good  month  for  big  springers." 


The  eighth  annual  Yachting  Exhibition  will  open  on 
Feb.  1,  and  the  ninth  annual  Fisheries  Exhibition  on 
March  8,  at  the  Royal  Aquarium.  It  says  much  for  the 
popularity  of  these  displays  that  already  a  large  amount 
of  space  is  taken.  Intending  exhibitors  should  therefore 
communicate  with  Mr.  Ritchie,  the  managing  director, 
without  delaj. 

Tradition  has  it  that  in  the  year  a  d.  1259  an 
enormous  whale  was  stranded  off  Flamborough  Head  in  a 
state  of  great  exhaustion,  with  a  church  steeple  protruding 
from  its  mouth.  The  same  authority  declares  that  when 
the  sacrilegious  monster  was  cut  up  the  whole  con- 
gregation were  found  in  the  body  of  the  church  in 
the  stomach  of  the   leviathan   in   the   very   aot  of 
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siogiDg  the  Pealms,  whiht  the  parson  was  in  the 
vestry  taking  a  glass  of  wine  before  the  sermon.  [This 
story  is  "  very  like  a  whale,"  but  I  refuse  to  believe  it 
unleEB  the  dimenEions  of  the  church  steeple  are  given. 
The  weight  and  dimensions  of  the  leviathan  might  then 
easily  be  determined.] 

 >»»•»<  

Opposite  onr  offices  in  Fleur-de-Lis  Court  a  gipsy 
encampment  has  been  erected.  It  has  been  there  for  some 
time.  A  man  sleeps  on  the  premises  day  and  nisht  in 
frott  of  a  big  camp  fire.  Have  the  gipsies  migrated  from 
Norwood  or  Gipsy  Hill,  and  taken  up  their  abode  iu 
Fetter-lane  ?  Methinks,  perhaps,  they  are  trying  to  find 
their  way  through  a  subterranean  passage  into  the  vaults 
of  St.  Dunstan's  Church,  and  failing  to  discover  any  meat 
left  by  Sweeny  Tod,  the  arcient  barber  of  Fleet-street, 
they  will  proceed  thence  to  Mrs.  Lovett's  pie  shop  in  Bell- 
yard  ia  order  to  discover  the  string  of  pearls  which  Paul 
Ingestre  had  about  him  when  he  was  confined  in  the 
bakehouse.  But  alas  !  Sweeny  Tod,  as  well  as  Mrs.  Lovett 
and  their  shops,  ha\e  long  since  ceased  to  exist ;  therefore 
I  may  conclude  that  the  gipsy  settlement,  for  lack  of 
discovery,  will  be  not  of  long  duration.  But,  .iottiogs,  no, 
I  mean  joking,  apart,  what  is  this  canvas  erection  up  to  ? 
Someone  from  the  surface  is  underground,  but  whether  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  if  the  F.  G.  electric  light  is  in  good 
order,  or  that  the  landlord  of  the  "  Falcon  "  does  not 
adulterate  his  beer,  I  know  not.  What  I  do  think  is  that 
the  abomination  has  been  an  eyesore  long  enough,  and 
that  the  sooner  it  is  taken  away  the  better  ;  and  so  say  all 
pedestrians, 

 >»>♦<  

That  eminent  fly  salmon  fisher,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice 
North,  I  see,  has,  at  the  age  of  seventy,  retired  from  the 
bench.  Al  fishermen  will  wish  his  lordship  long  life, 
health,  and  happiness  in  his  retirement,  and  I  shall  only 
be  echoirg  the  sentiments  of  all  sportsmen  when  I  say 
that  may  he  Ion?  live  to  vrield  the  rod,  and  that  gigantic 
baskets  will  be  his  lot.  As  a  well  known  and  enthueiastio 
sportsman  he  will  be  long  remembered, 

 >■♦♦•»■(  

Mb.  K.  p.  Marshall,  of  the  Foxand  Hounds,  Eggesford, 
North  Devon,  whose  hotel  is  within  four  and  three-quarter 
hours  of  London,  is  a  genuine  angler,  and  believes  in 
givitg  his  fatrons  some  sport.  Last  year  he  turned  down 
1000  yearling  trout  in  the  Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart  (sea 
advt.)  This  year  he  intends  to  put  in  "  a  lot  more." 
 >♦♦■»<  

The  January  number  of  Tha.'iies  Angling  News  is  to 
hand.  Although  it  comes  out  with  a  new  heading  there 
is  the  same  old  ring  about  the  chatty  little  paper,  which 
its  editor,  Mr.  F.  H.  Amohlett,  has  made  peculiarly  his 
own.  In  addition  to  (h?new3  of  the  month  it  contains 
an  article  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  on  "Chub  Fishing 
in  the  Tliimes,"  "A  Terrific  Battle  at  Datchet," 
"Twentieth  Century  Pike  Spinning,"  by  Dr.  Turrell, 
&c.,  &c.  "  Success  to  the  T.  A.  N.  for  the  year  1900." 
 >♦<■»<  

Mr.  J.  Jefpeet  ("Straw  Hat")  r«ad  a  paper  before 
the  Guildford  Angling  Society  on  Wednesday  last,  the 
10th,  at  their  club-room  at  the  Stoke  Hotel,  Guildford. 
The  audience  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  allusions  to  the  old 
fisherman  and  the  stations  upon  the  Thames,  especially 
the  story  of  the  big  Chertsey  pike,  and  Rush's  yarn  of  the 
boy  marked  with  a  perch.  The  Guildford  men  are  keen 
anglers,  and  their  room  contains  some  good  fish  from  their 
waters,  notably  a  carp  of  17ib.,  a  breim  of  71b.,  with  two 
very  good  pike. 

 >  »  »♦ <  

Mr.  W.  Howes,  of  the  Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills,  near 
Mildenball,  writes :  "Jackani  r(iach  fishing  fairly  good. 
Mr.  Perkins,  on  Fridiy,  caught  his  live  bait  and  after- 
wards canghteig''''t  jack,  weighing  SS.^lb  ,  and  the  following 
day  caught  three  jack,  one  weighing  10  Jib.,  other  two  about 
Oib.  each.  I  caught  four  the  same  day,  but  water  jast 
now  too  thick  from  heavy  lains.  It  will  be  all  right  again 
in  a  few  days,  weather  permitting." 

 >  <  

I  WAS  present,  on  Monday  evening  last,  Jan.  8,  at  a 
very  pleasant  little  reu  n  Inn  at  Carr's  Kestaurant,  Strand. 
The  occaiiion  was  the  "  Annual  House  Dinner  "  of  Messrs. 
Sampson  Low,  Mareton,  and  Co.  The  chair  was  taken  by 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston.  When  the  "cloth  was  cleared"  Mr. 
Ralph  Norris  (a  really  excellent  pianist)  gave  us  a  solo. 
Then  Mr.  Uhomas  Brown  favoured  us  with  a  very  droll 
recitation,  entitled  "  The  Row  in  the  Pit."  Then 
followed  sorgs  more  or  leas  patriotic,  for  the  men  of  St. 
Dunstan's  are  all  patrictic. 


Fro.m  car  banqueting  hall  wo  could  hear  the  newsboys 
calling  "  Lfttf et  War  News!"  1  don't  know  how  he 
tecame  ;  oiscB.ed  of  it,  but  I  saw  the  chairman  running 
his  eagle  eye  over  the  big  headlines;  and  then,  when  he 
had  read  out  some  rather  assuring  news,  everyone  present 
stocd  up  and  eang  "The  Soldiers  of  the  (^ueen  !  "  Of 
course,  there  was  the  usual  toast,  "  The  Firm,"  by  Mr. 
Dumville,  the  "  Ch-iiiman,"  in  a  very  neat  speech  by  Mr. 
W.  Watts,  and  "  Thanks  to  the  Stewards,"  &a. 


TiiK  "  boys  "  of  St.  Dunstan's  Honse  BxearliHU,  and 
the  eeleclion  of  music  reflected  great  credit  on  those 
responsible  for  the  progiamn  e.  Amongst  those  who 
favoured  us  were  MesBra.  Norris,  Brown,  Probert, 
Barnard,  Aubtin,  Mucdonald,  Thompson,  Taylor,  Oribb, 
Hymtm,  Grots,  and  Rymor.  MesHre.  Cross  and  Rjmer 
were  tlie  "  lion  cornii|U<-e  "  ;  and  the  part  song  "  Hwi^et 
and  Low"  was  admirably  rendered  by  Messrs.  Cribb, 
Barnard,  Probert,  and  Thompson.  The  National  Anthem 
closed  a  moat  enjoyable  evening. 


On  page  i.  of  our  advertisement  page  will  be  found  a 
notice  of  "  Anderson's  annual  stock-taking  sale  of  water- 
proofs, &c."  From  Jan.  15  to  Feb.  4  great  bargains  in 
fishing,  shooting,  yachting,  and  general  waterproofs  are  to 
be  had.  Note  the  address— 37,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.G. 
 > <  

The  members  of  the  Leven  Angling  Club  appear  to 
have  enjoyed  a  very  good  time  of  it  the  other  evening, 
when  they  held  their  fourth  annual  supper.  Dr.  Balfour 
Grahim  presided,  and  there  was  a  la-ge  gathering  of 
members  and  guests.  After  supper  and  the  usual  loyal 
toast,  Mr.  Smith  gave  the  "  Army,  Navy,  and  Volunteers," 
atousing  much  enthusiasm  by  his  eloquent  references  to 
the  Army,  and  particularly  when  he  turned  to  the 
Reserve  Forces,  and  mentioned  that  Dr.  Graham  had 
volunteered  for  service  either  at  home  or  abroad.  The 
chairman  suitably  acknowledged  the  toast,  and  added  he 
considered  he  was  merely  doing  a  duty  which  would  be 
looked  for  from  every  volunteer.  The  financial  condition 
of  the  club  was  reported  on  by  Mr.  Pisken,  who  stated  there 
was  a  credit  balance  of  £3  lOs.  Dr.  Graham  then 
presented  the  prizes  to  the  winners,  the  Walton  medal, 
premier  prize,  going  to  Mr.  Fisken.  Other  toasts  gives 
were  "  The  Winners,"  from  the  chair,  coupled  with  the 
name  of  the  treasurer;  "The  Donors,"  by  Mr.  Nerval, 
responded  to  by  Mr.  Jackson ;  "  Leven  Angling  Club," 
by  Mr.  Balfour. 

 >♦»■♦<  

The  Hon.  A.  E.  Gathorne-Hardy,  writing  on  "  Shooting 
Recollections,"  in  Badminton  for  the  current  month, 
says  :  "  If  I  were  asked  to  say  what  had  added  most  to  the 
sportsman's  comfort  since  the  invention  of  the  breech- 
loader, I  should  point  to  the  substitution  of  nitro  com- 
pounds for  the  old  black  powder.  The  compaiative 
absence  of  jar,  noise,  and  smoke  saved  many  a  headache 
and  sore  finger,  and  I  would  almost  as  soon  go  back  to  a 
flint  and  steel,  or  even  a  cross-bow,  as  voluntarily  employ 
the  old  explosive." 

OUR  F.  O.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  46  (New  Series). 


MR.  A.  C.  DE  BOINVILLB, 
although  born  in  France,  is  a  naturalised  Englishman.  He 
has  in  the  past  thirty  years  travelled  and  fished  in  the 
Malay  Peninsula  and  Java.  The  Thames,  however,  is  his 
favourite  stream,  and  in  the  80's  he  slaughtered  a  number  of 
large  chub.  He  is  an  all-round  angler,  but  prefers  dry  fly 
and  spinning  for  trout.  For  years  he  was  a  correspondent 
for  all  the  best  known  angling  and  sporting  papers,  and 
was  for  some  time  a  member  of  the  Bollin,  Warrington, 
and  Ramsbottom  Angling  Association.  As  promoter  of 
certain  open  matches  at  Astley,  in  the  Worsley  Canal 
Fishery,  he  is  well  known,  and  eventually  he  was  invited 
to  join  the  board,  which  he  accepted.  As  a  breeder  of 
Dachshunds,  and  extensive  winner  of  prizes,  he  is  well 
known,  having  assisted  in  promoting  an  association  in  the 
north  for  encouraging  the  "  fancy  "  for  Shaker  Prince  and 
spacies.  Amongst  other  friends  he  numbered  such  well 
known  names  as  the  late  Frank  Buckland,  T.  C.  Parker, 
and  J.  P.  Wheeldon. 


In  the  "  Life  of  Archbinhop  Benson,"  according  to  the 
Irisk  Field,  recently  published,  there  is  this  interesting 
letter  from  the  Prir  C9  of  Wales  on  gambling : — "  My 
dear  Archbishop, — Your  kiud  letter  of  the  10th  inst. 
has  touched  me  very  much,  as  I  know  the  kind 
feelings  which  prompt* d  you  to  write  to  me  on  a  subject 
which  wo  have  discuated  together,  and  which  you 
are  aware  has  caused  me  deep  pain  and  annoyance. 
A  recent  triHl,  which  iio  one  deplores  moro  than  1  do — and 
which  I  was  powerless  to  prevent — pave  f  ocati  )n  for  the 
Press  to  make  most  bitter  and  unjust  attacks  upon  me, 
knowing  that  I  was  dffenceloss  and  I  am  not  sure  that 
politics  were  not  mixed  uj)  in  it  The  whole  matter  has 
now  died  out,  and  1  think  therefore  it  would  be 
inopportune  for  mo  in  any  public  manner  to  allude  again 
to  the  painful  subject  which  brought  anch  a  torrent  of 


abuse  upon  me,  not  only  by  the  Press,  but  by 
the  Low  Church,  and  especially  the  Nonconformists. 
They  have  a  perfect  right,  I  am  well  aware,  in  a  free 
country  like  our  own,  to  express  their  opinions,  but  I  do 
not  consider  that  they  have  a  just  right  to  jump  at  C9n- 
clufiions  regarding  myself  without  knowing  the  facts.  I 
have  a  horror  of  gambling,  and  should  always  do  my 
utmost  to  discourage  others  who  have  an  inclination  for  it, 
as  I  consider  that  gambling,  like  intemperance,  is  one  of  the 
greatest  curses  which  the  country  could  he  afflicted  with. 
Horse  racing  may  produce  gambling  or  it  may  not,  but  I 
have  always  looked  upon  it  as  a  manly  eport,  which  is 
popular  with  Englishmen  of  all  classes — and  there  is  no 
reason  why  it  should  be  looked  upon  as  a  gambling  transac- 
tion. Alas  I  those  who  gamble  will  gamble  at  anything. 
I  have  written  quite  openly  to  you,  my  dear  Archbishop, 
whom  I  have  had  the  advantage  of  knowing  for  so  many 
years.  Thanking  yon  again  for  your  kind  letter,  and 
trusting  that  you  will  benefit  by  your  holiday, — Believe 
me,  sincerely  yours,  Albert  Edward." 

 >♦♦■»<  

Speaking  on  the  question  of  stocking  with  trout,  th& 
angling  writer  of  the  Gloucester  Journal  says:  "Fish 
farmers  all  over  the  country  are  very  busy  just  now 
delivering  trout  for  stocking  purposes.  The  advantages  of 
transferring  fish  to  new  waters  in  mid-winter  are  many — 
the  disadvantages  not  a  few.  Of  course,  by  this  time 
everyone  knows  that  fish  travel  much  better  when  the 
temperature  is  low,  and  perhaps,  all  things  considered, 
it  is  as  well  to  get  the  stocking  over  before  the  New  Year. 
My  greatest  objection  to  transferring  fish  at  this  period  of 
the  year  is  one  of  food.  The  fish  have  to  be  starved  for 
some  time  before  the  railway  journey  can  be  undertaken. 
The  starving  is  supposed  to  harden  them,  but,  at  the  same 
time  it  must  make  them  hungry,  and  yet  they  are  put  into 
strange  quarters,  in  which  there  must  necessarily  be  little 
food  becanse  of  the  period  of  the  year. 

>  *  »  <  <  ■ 

"  In  addition,  it  must  be  remembered  that  these  fish 
have  never  had  to  look  for  their  living.  They  have  lived 
a  life  of  luxury  on  the  very  best  of  food  served  to  them 
with  business-like  regularity.  Their  sufferings  must  be 
great  until  the  instinct  to  forage  takes  possession  of  them, 
and  should  there  he  other  and  older  fish  in  the  water  I  am 
afraid  the  percentage  of  loss  must  be  great,  for  in  the 
home  where  they  were  reared  food  was  so  plentiful  that 
cannibalism  was  unknown,  and  they  lived  through  times 
of  peace.  Starved,  dazed  by  a  long  railway  journey,  the 
instinct  of  self-preservation  lulled  to  rest,  and  lacking  a 
knowledge  of  how  to  procure  food,  many  of  them  must 
perish.  The  hard  time  from  mid-winter  to  spring,  how- 
ever, makes  them  into  what  the  angler  seeks — wild  fish." 


The  Whistling  Bot. 
Is  there  a  sound  in  the  world  so  sweet,  on  a  dark  and 
dreary  morn. 

When  the  gloom  without  meets  the  gloom  within,  till  we 

wish  we'd  not  been  born, 
As  the  sound  of  a  little  barefoot  boy  gayly  whistling  in  the 

rain. 

While  he  drives  the  cows  to  pastures  green,  down  the  path 

in  the  muddy  lane  ? 
The  joy  of  a  boy  is  a  funny  thing,  not  dampened  by 

autumn  rain ; 

His  clothes  and  his  hands  and  his  sturdy  feet  are  not. 

spoiled  by  grime  or  stain  ; 
The  world  to  him  is  a  wonderful  place  that  he  meang 

some  day  to  explore  ; 
If  there's  time  to  play  and  plenty  to  eat,  who  cares  if  the ' 

heavens  pour  ? 

Oh,  that  cherry  trill  of  a  heart  as  fresh  as  the  dropa  that 
clear  the  air, 

Brings  a  smile  to  our  lips,  and  clears  the  aoal  of  the  gloom 
that  brooded  there ; 

And  we  bless  the  boy  as  he  spats  along  through  rivers  of  ; 
rain  and  mud,  | 

For  the  hope  and  cheer  in  that  whistled  note  would  rain- 
bow the  sky  in  a  flood. 
Celia  S.  Bebkstressee  in  the  Anglers'  Record, 


According  to  the  Coventry  Standard  the  following 
inscription  exists  on  a  tombstone  in  St.  Michael's  Church- 
yard in  that  town : 

Here  lies  enter'd 
The  mortal  remains  of 
John  Hulm, 
Printer, 

Who,  like  an  old  worn-out  Type, 
Battered  by  frequent  use,  reposes  in  the 
Grave, 
But  not  without  a  Hope 
That  at  some  future  time 
He  might  be  cast  in  the  mould  of 
Righteousness,  , 
And  safely  locked  up  in  the  chase  of 
Immortality. 
He  was  distributf  d  from  the  board  of  Life 
On  the  S)Dh  day  of  Sept.,  1827. 

Aged  75. 
Regretted  by  his  employers,  and 
Respected  by  his  feilow  artists. 
J.  Hulm  was  upwards  of  aizty  years 
A  compositor  on  the 
Coventry  Merrurij, 


A  noTiNO  young  father  boasts  that  his  baby  son  is  so 
afTcotionato  that  he  eits  up  with  his  parents  all  night,  and 
so  tough  that  ho  seems  to  have  no  conception  of  fatigue 
or  of  the  time  of  day.  Dbaunkt. 


January  13,  1900] 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  at  Ye  Olde  Eainbow 
Tavern,  Fleet-street,  E  C.,  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  10,  at 
8  p.m.,  Mr.  E.  M.  Mallett  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the 
two  previous  meetings  having  been  read  and  confirm'^d, 
the  hon  sec  read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at 
Deal,  Son'hpnd,  and  Porthyrwarra.  Mr.  Gear  reported 
by  letter  that  sport  was  very  poor  at  Margate.  The 
following  PxDPrieDoea  were  given  by  members  :  Mr.  Wood, 
at  Deal,  fff  the  pier,  only  took  a  few  whiting;  several 
other  members  had  also  been  there,  bat  found  sport  very 
poor.  The  hon.  sec.  then  delivered  a  very  interesting  and 
insfruotive  lecture  on  "Sea  Angling,"  the  illustrations 
iocluding  views  from  the  various  stations  of  the  society, 
inclndiag  Deal,  Sonthwick,  Southend,  Leigh-on-Sea, 
Walmer,  East  Looe,  and  many  others.  Among  the  Deal 
views  were  a  few  very  interesting  ones,  showing  fishing  on 
the  pier.  He  also  showed  the  various  methods  of  holding 
the  hand-lioe  and  rod,  both  correct  and  incorrect ; 
among  the  latter  some  very  dangerous  ones.  Thus, 
when  using  very  fine  or  wire  lines,  the  placing  of  the 
whole  of  the  fingers  on  the  line  to  feel  for  the  bite,  it 
was  probable  that  should  a  heavy  fish  be  taken  the 
fingers  would  be  Eeriously  cut.  Also  some  slides,  showing 
the  method  of  holding  the  rod  when  playing  the  fish.  He 
pointed  out  that  the  lowered  rod  did  away  with  all  the 
pleasure  of  rod  fishing,  and,  indeed,  differed  little  from 
ordinary  hand-lining.  At  the  conclusion,  two  very 
iateresting  slides  were  thrown  on  the  screen,  one  showing 
H  M.  gunboat  Circe,  which  has  been  told  oft  to  look  after 
the  fisheries — the  lecturer  remarked  that  he  would  only 
be  too  pleased  if  these  boats  were  placed  at  intervals  of 
t  wenty  miles  all  round  the  coast  to  prevent  steam  trawlers 
from  fishing  within  the  three-mile  limit — and  the  other 
sh  )wing  the  stranded  vessel  Ardoe,  off  Sandown,  that  is 
stranded  on  ground  which  is  expected  to  become  very  fine 
conger  fishing  ground  in  the  ciurs?  of  a  few  years.  The 
lecturer,  while  speaking  of  taokls.  showed  two  exo silent 
pitemosters,  one  made  upon  Mr.  JephcDtt's  treble 
swivels  and  the  other  on  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates's  diamond  boom. 
Very  hearty  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  the  chair, 
the  lecturer,  Mr.  Richard  Clay  (the  opsrator  of  the 
lantern),  and  to  the  many  gentlemen  who  so  kindly  lent  a 
number  of  the  slides.  "The  usual  toast  to  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patteesos  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Mb.  J.  P.  CoNNELLAN  Occupied  the  chair  at  the 
adjourned  committee  meeting,  alsj  at  the  ordinary  meet- 
ing. Very  few  fishing  renorts  were  handed  in,  and  Mr. 
Marshall,  at  Deal,  and  Mr.  Gray,  on  the  Thames,  were 
the  only  members  who  had  been  successful  in  taking  fish 
recently.  The  whiting  and  cod  at  Deal  were  reported  to 
be  heavy  with  spawn.  It  is  thought,  therefore,  that  as 
soon  as  the  weather  tarns  the  least  hit  rough  these  fish 
will  make  off  to  the  deeper  water  to  spawn.  Consequently 
the  prospects  of  sport  at  Deal  are  not  now  brilliant.  I 
would  again  like  to  remind  members  that  after  the  recent 
heavy  rains  our  Kelvedon  waters  are  likely  to  provide 
good  sport  with  the  roach.  These  waters  h  ive  invariably 
yielded  well  towards  the  close  of  the  season.  Boach 
captured  of  IJlb.  and  upward?,  a  number  of  which  are 
known  to  be  in  tVie  river,  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Anstiss, 
of  First-street,  Chelsea^  8.W.,  as  the  society  is  anxious  to 
complete  a  case  of  specimen  roach  from  Kelvedon.  The 
annual  general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  the 
30th  inat.,  at  eight  o'clock,  and  nominati6ns  of  members 
for  the  committee  should  reach  me  not  later  than  Tuesday 
evening  next.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  concluded 
the  meeting.    Hon.  Sec. 


LIVERPOOL  CENTRE  NORTHERN 
ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  was  held  on  Monday 
evening  last  at  the  Bootle  clubhouse,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road,  Bootle.  There  was  a  bumper  attendance 
of  delegates,  the  following  clubs  being  represented  :  The 
Liverpool,  West  Derby,  Central.  Edge  Hill,  and  Bootle. 
Officers  elected  :  chairman,  Mr.  W.  Jones;  vice-chairman, 
Mr.  J.  Wiahart ;  secretary,  Mr.  R.  Woolfall ;  treasurer, 
Mr.  G.  Hyams ;  representative,  Mr.  Bratt ;  auditor,  Mr. 
Jenkins.  An  honorarium  of  one  guinea  was  voted  to  the 
secretary  to  cover  out  of  pocket  expenses.  A  general 
smoker  will  be  held  on  the  25th,  which  will,  from  all 
appearances,  be  a  pronounced  success.  The  next  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Centre  will  be  held  the  first  Monday 
evening  in  February  at  the  clubhouse  of  the  Edge  Hill 
Society,  Royal  Oak  Hotel,  Paddington.  The  meeting 
was  a  most  enthusiastic  one,  and  went  off  without  a  hitch. 

Rd.  Woolfai/L,  Sec. 


THE  SHANNON  SALMON  FISHERIES. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Limerick  Board  of  Con- 
•irvatora  last  Thurgdav.  Lord  Massey  presiding,  a  letter 
was  rea'l  from  the  Office  of  Public  Works,  Dublin, 
stating  that  (re  the  proposed  electric  works  on  the 
Shannon;  the  commissioners  "  will  take  such  steps  to 
guard  their  interests  and  responsibilities  as  Shannon 
Commiosiont^rs  in  raaintiining  the  navigation  and  drainage 
of  the  river  Shannon  and  their  revenue  and  property  as 
such  coramisai'jners  in  go  far  as  they  may  be  affected  by 
the  Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill.  There  may 
be,  however,  interests  wbieh  will  not  be  covered  or 
protected  by  the  action  of  the  board,  and  it  will  rest  with 
the  parties  concerned  to  consider  and  decide  whether  they 
should  take  independent  action  to  protect  such  interests. 
It  was  understood  by  this  that  the  commissioners  would 
not  allow  Lofigh  Derg  to  be  lowered,  but  the  secretary 


was  directed  to  write  the  office  again  re  this  very  important 
matter.  The  fishery  steam  launch  was  re-insured  at  £000. 
Steps  were  directed  to  be  taken  against  parties  about 
Athlone  for  using  drum  nets  illegally.  The  net  is  legal 
for  taking  pike,  but  advantage  is  taken  of  it  to  poach 
trout  and  salmon.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  Fishery 
Commission,  directing  attention  to  its  prop3sed  local 
sitting,  and  requesting  the  attendance  of  witnesses. 
Thes9  are  being  arranged  for.  J.  A.  B. 


THE  THAMES  SWANS. 

A  CRISIS  has  at  last  come  when  the  swans  belonging  to 
at  least  two  City  Companies  have  well  nigh  starved  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  noble  river.  Most  men  who  have  some 
sentiment  left  for  what  is  old  connected  with  the  freedom- 
loving  "  City  "  of  London,  would  fain  speak  of  old  customs 
that  time  has  converted  into  unchallenged  rights  with 
reverence,  and  treat  with  a  tender  band  while  writing  or 
speaking  of  what,  under  wholly  different  circumstances, 
the  gilded  barge  of  the  great  Virgin  Queen  Elizabeth 
appeared  on  the  Thames.  Noble  lords  and  ladies  also  had 
their  beautiful  craft,  and  the  Lord  Mayors  of  London  and 
members  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  Companits  all 
disported  on  the  famous  river.  Doubtless  the  long- 
recognised  custom  of  two  City  Companies  owning  some  of 
the  ever-graceful  birds  arose  from  leave  obtained  in  the 
days  long  passed  away.  One  can  imagine  that  even  the 
great  Sovereign  named  would  unbend  and  sometimes  toy 
with  and  feed  these  birds  that  added  a  quiet  beauty  amid 
Fcenery  all  bat  unequalled  even  on  the  Rhine  or  elsewhere. 
These  scenes  have  for  long  years  been  all  but  im- 
possible to  repeat  through  the  march  of  events  and 
the  invention  of  steam.  Nobjdy  can  blame  the 
City  Companies  specially  interested  in  the  swans 
for  sticking  to  their  privileges,  though  we  are  not 
warranted  in  saying  that  the  probable  gourmets  in  the 
London  Corporation  of  to-day,  or  in  any  of  the  City  Com- 
panies, desire  the  sacrifice  of  a  couple  or  so  of  fine  cygnets 
off  the  Thames  to  add  just  one  more  delicacy  to  their 
sumptuous  feasts. 

But  at  length,  after  an  abnormally  dry  summer,  the 
Thames  has  not  been  able  to  afford  sustenance  to  her 
swans  !  It  might  be  that  there  are  too  many  of  these 
birds.  They  might  not  care  to  leave  the  river  and  seek 
food  elsewhere,  Uke  wild  ducks,  pochards,  moorhens, 
&c.,  do,  and  so,  in  sticking  to  the  Thames,  have 
starved  !  We  know  not  whether  an  ancient  swan  has, 
under  the  circumstances,  sang  his  or  her  death-song  and 
become  extinct,  like  the  gilded  barges,  and  the  royal  and 
city  ladies  and  their  retinue  of  other  days.  And  all  that 
is  left  of  those  far  off  and  picturesque  times  are  a  few 
"swan  uppers,"  vulgarised  into  swan  "hoppers,"  as  if 
the  birds  hopped  up  the  famous  upper  reaches  of  our 
noble  river. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  seeing  that  the  com- 
panies' swans  must  perforce  have  been  removed  and 
fed,  could  not  a  deputation,  as  representing  the  ever- 
increasing  number  of  London  and  provincial  anglers, 
respectfully  wait  upon  these  city  owners,  with  a  view 
not  to  the  suppression  of  their  swans,  but  to  a  fair 
reduction  in  the  number,  so  that  the  remainder  might 
obtain  sufficient  food,  save  in  the  fish-spawning  period, 
when  the  remainder  could  be  temporarily  removed  and 
fed,  as  now  obtains  ?  W.  Fry, 


DESTRUCTION  OF  FISH   IN  THE  CAM. 

(Copy  of  a  letter  published  in  the  Cambridge  Daily 
News.) 

Sib, — In  your  last  Saturday's  issue  I  replied  to  the  main 
points  in  the  medical  officer  of  health's  report  on  this 
subject  submitted  at  the  general  meeting  of  the  council 
on  the  2Ist  inst.  Since  then  I  have  had  posted  to  me 
the  full  report  of  the  medical  officer.  Permit  me  to 
reply  to  one  or  two  of  the  statements  in  it  On  page  1  it 
is  stated  that  on  Thursday,  Sept,  28,  and  following  days, 
although  there  was  a  violent  rain  storm,  no  dead  fish 
were  reported  to  have  been  seen.  My  reply  to  this  is  on 
that  particular  occasion  the  pumping  engine  did  not  distri- 
bute Its  contents  into  the  river.  I  watched  myself,  strictly, 
and  was  rather  surprised.  He  admits  that  on  Sunday, 
Oct.  29,  quantities  were  turned  up  after  a  storm.  On  this 
date  I  remark  the  pumping  engine  did  pour  its  contents 
into  the  river,  hence  the  result.  He  also  states  he  could 
not  procure  samples  of  dead  fish  for  the  examination  of 
their  gills,  so  as  to  discover  the  cause  of  their  death. 
Why,  I  ask,  when  hundreds  were  lying  about  ?  Then,  in 
paragraph  three  it  is  stated  that  a  fish  poisoned  by  pollu- 
tion will  be  found,  gi  nerally  speaking,  to  die  with  the 
gills  and  mouth  widely  extended,  as  if  gasping  for  breath. 
My  reply  to  this  is  that  this  was  just  how  they  did  tarn 
up  ;  see  my  reports  at  the  various  times  in  the  Cambridge 
Daily  Nevjs,  so  that  this  must  be  admitted  a  proof  of 
their  destruction.  In  the  river  at  this  part  pollution  has 
reigned  supreme  for  the  last  two  years.  It  must  be 
admitted,  by  all  interested  in  the  purity  of  the  river,  that 
if  this  is  to  be  continued  it  is  a  disgrace  to  a  'Varsity  town. 
— I  am,  &c.,  John  0.  George. 

Beche-road,  Cambridge,  Dec.  30,  1899. 


FISHING  IN  AUSTRALIA. 

The  Chief  Inspector  of  Fisheries  (Mr.  C.  F.  Gale)  -has 
just  furnished  the  Under  Secretary  for  Lands  with  the 
following  report  on  the  oyster  and  other  fisheries  in  the 
vicinity  of  Albany,  Australia,  from  which  the  following 
extract  is  taken : 

"  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  fishing 
industry  of  the  south-east  portion  of  the  colony,  for  the 
information  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  :  There  are  many 
rivers  emptying  themselves  into  inlets  on  our  south-east 
coast  where  settlement  has  not  yet  taken  place  that  are 


very  little  known  from  a  fisheries  standpoint.  Those  best 
known  are  the  King  and  Kalgan  rivers,  emptying  their 
waters  into  Oys^er  Harbour  and  the  Denmark.  Hay,  and 
others  running  iuto  Wilson's  Inlet.  The  firtt-mentioned 
two,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  late  Mr.  Thompson, 
chief  inspector  of  fisheries,  were  closed  against  net  Bshing 
two  years  ago,  the  result  being  beneficial  to  the  industry. 
These  rivers,  which  are  the  spawning  beds  and  nurseries  of 
many  species  of  fith,  and  do  not  extend  any  great  distance 
inland,  are  very  narrow,  and  should  be  permanently 
closed.  The  question  of  closing  rivers,  portions  of  Oyster 
Harbour,  Nannerup,  an!  Wilson's  Inlet  I  have  dealt  with 
in  separate  reports. 

"  Wilson's  Inlet. — At  the  present  time  but  few  fishermen 
are  engaged  in  the  industry  in  Wilson's  Inlet.  The  supply 
of  fish  in  the  Denmark  River  and  Wilson's  Inlet  is  simply 
enormous,  and  has  far  exceeded  my  expectations.  These 
waters  are  teeming  with  fish  of  every  description,  and,  from 
an  economic  standpoint,  are  very  valuable.  Mr.  Harris, 
manager  of  the  Albany  Refrigerating  Works,  very  kindly 
supplied  me  with  the  information  that,  during  the  last 
nine  months,  commencing  from  March  1,  155  tons  9owt. 
2qr.  171b.  of  fish  have  been  sent  away  from  the  works,  over 
124  tons  of  this  quantity  coming  from  Wilson's  Inlet.  I 
feel  certain  that  this  output  could  have  been  easily  doubled 
without  materially  depleting  the  inlet  of  its  supply  of  fish. 
The  principal  species  of  this  great  quantity  caught  by  one 
firm  of  fishermen  is  the  black  bream,  but  a  great  number 
of  other  species  is  also  caught,  namely,  whiting,  mullet, 
garfish,  kingfish,  tchnapper,  and  others.  The  market  for 
the  supply  of  fish  is  principally  Coolgardie  and  adjacent 
goldfields,  and  I  feel  certain  that  with  reduced  cool  storage 
freights  on  our  southern  railway  line,  a  big  market  could 
be  opened  up  in  Perth  to  the  benefit  of  those  engaged  iu 
fishing,  refrigerating,  and  of  the  consuming  public. 

"  That  something  will  have  to  be  done  to  regulate  our 
fish  supply  is  only  too  apparent  from  the  present  price  ot 
fish  in  our  cities.  This  may  possibly  ba  done  by  establish- 
ing fish  markets  in  all  our  large  towns.  In  Perth  we  have 
all  the  conveniences  for  such  a  railway  to  the  doors  of  the 
city  markets  and  to  the  cool  storage  chambers — a' d 
there  is  no  reason  why  early  morning  auction  sales  of  fish 
should  not  be  started  here  as  in  other  pirts  of  Australia. 
We  are  certainly  behind  the  times,  and  the  sooner  steps 
are  taken  in  the  matter  the  sooner  will  the  public  be  in 
a  position  to  have  guaranteed  to  it  a  wholesome  supply,  in 
consequence  of  the  concentrated  inspection  of  all  fish 
passing  through  the  markets.  To  a  very  great  extent,  by 
this  means  the  profits  accruing  to  the  middleman  will  be 
done  away  with,  the  public  obtaining  its  supply  at  whole- 
sale prices.  The  city  markets  being  under  the  control  of 
the  municipal  council,  the  whole  question  should  rest  with 
that  body,  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  secure  to 
our  thickly-populated  towns  a  regular  and  cheap  supply  of 
fish,  which  our  costal  waters  abound  in. 

"  The  returns  supplied  to  me  by  the  traffic  manager  and 
sub-collector  of  customs  of  the  output  of  fish  from  Albany 
to  all  parts  during  the  twelve  months  ended  Oct.  31  are  as 
foUows  :  150  tons  to  the  goldfields,  ten  tons  to  Perth  and 
stations  en  route,  and  over  twenty  tons  to  the  steamers 
calling  at  Albany,  making  a  total  of  180  tons,  exclusive  of 
the  town  consumption,  which  I  should  estimate  at  the 
lowest  at  twenty  tons,  making  in  all  quite  200  tons  caught 
by,  at  the  outside,  thirty  fishermen.  This  in  itself  speaks 
volumes  for  the  importance  of  the  fishing  industry  at 
Albany,  and  compares  more  than  favourably  with  other 
parts  of  the  colony.  While  on  the  question  of  fish,  I  wish 
to  report  that  I  visited  and  dragged  Seppings  Lake  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  lake  trout 
liberated  by  the  Acclimatisation  Society  three  years  ago 
were  still  in  existence.  I  have  since  been  informed  by 
Mr.  C.  Lee  Steere,  secretary  of  the  society,  that  the  fish, 
when  lioerated,  were  in  a  state  of  collapsa,  and  were  only 
let  loose  there  in  the  hope  of  saving  their  Uves,  so  that  it 
is  not  surprising  that  the  work  of  netting  these  waters  met 
with  no  success." 


WATER  FLEAS. 

Prof.  C.  Dwight  Marsh  writes  me  from  Ripon 
College,  Wisconsin,  as  follows  : 

"  Newspaper  reports  are  not  always  to  be  tnisted. 
Green  Lake  is  in  Wisconsin  instead  of  Maine,  and  Ripon 
College  is  in  the  same  States  as  the  lake.  I  wish  the 
papers  had  made  no  worse  mistakes  than  in  locating  me  ; 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  they  have  made  me  responsible 
for  some  very  strange  statements. 

"  The  work  that  I  have  been  doing  is  on  the  Crustacea, 
which,  as  you  probably  know,  form  the  ultimata  source  of 
food  for  our  fish.  I  also  have  in  hand  a  somewhat 
extended  study  of  the  plankton,  which  I  hope  to  have  in 
shape  for  publication  before  the  summer  of  1900.  I  take 
pleasure  in  sending  you  a  copy  of  my  last  paper  on  the 
Green  Lake  fauna." 

So,  after  all,  the  mysis  was  not  in  Maine,  but  Green 
Lake,  Wis.,  or  Green  Lake,  Me.  What  I  said  of  the 
opossum  shrimp  stands  in  all  other  respects  as  I  wrote  it. 
The  paper  Prof.  Marsh  sends  me  is  exceedingly  interesting, 
although  it  says  very  little  in  detail  about  the  mysis  and 
its  life  history  ;  but  the  experiments,  as  I  have  read  them, 
have  sent  my  thoughts  off  in  an  entirely  different  direction 
from  whit  I  had  anticipated. 

The  investigations  relate  to  limetic  crnstacea,  which,  for 
convenience  and  to  avoid  specific  names  as  far  as  possible, 
I  shall  group  as  water  fleas.  First  let  me  quote  a  little  as 
to  where  Prof .  Marsh  found  the  Crustacea  :  "  In  general, 
we  may  say  tint  depth  rather  than  extent  of  surface 
controls  the  character  of  crustacean  fauna.  This  is 
strikingly  shown  in  a  comparison  of  Green  Lake  with 
Lake  Winnebago.  Lake  Winaebigo  is  situated  about 
twenty-five  miles  from  Green  Lake,  and  is  about  twenty- 
eight  miles  long  by  eight  to  ten  miles  broad.  Through  its 
whole  extent  it  is  v^ry  shallow,  being  for  most  part  from 


30 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[January  13,  1900 


lOft,  to  30ft.  in  depth.  Its  cmstacean  fauna  coneists  of 
those  species  chiraoteristic  of  shallow  lakes,  being  very 
different  from  that  of  Green  Lake.  .  .  .  What  depth 
may  be  considered  as  characterising  deep  lakes  it  is 
difficult  to  state  with  certainty,  and  I  suppose  it  is 
doubtful  if  an  exact  limit  can  be  fixed  ;  but  I  think  it  is 
about  forty  meters." 

This  would  be  approximately,  130Ft.  ;  but  deep  water 
Crustacea  are  found  in  shallow  lakes  that  have  "  immediate 
and  constant  connection  with  the  deeper  lakes,"  bm  there 
is  migration  into  them  of  forms  characteristic  of  deep 
water.  The  lake  that  I  previously  referred  to  as  the 
habitat  of  the  opossum  shrimp  is  about  200ft.  deep,  and, 
as  I  then  said,  had  c  mmunication  with  the  Great  Lakes. 
Naturally  I  have  assumed  that  such  investigatir ni  as 
Prof.  Marsh  reports  wonld  be  of  the  utmost  value  in 
determining  the  food  supply  of  our  fishes,  and  be  a  great 
aid  to  those  engaged  in  fishculture  ;  but  now  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  angler  is  to  be  benefited  directly  when  io 
pursuit  of  fish  as  a  sport,  when  these  investigations  are 
worked  out  to  their  ultimate  corclusions,  by  showing  him 
where  and  at  what  times  to  fish  to  meet  with  sncoess. 
Prof.  Marsh  investigated  both  the  vertical  and  horizontal 
distribution  of  Crustacea  in  Green  Lake,  but  I  quote  only 
from  his  conclusions  as  to  verticil  distribution.  It  seems 
to  be  necessary  to  use  the  specific  names  of  the  water  fleas, 
as  they  have  no  common  names  for  each  species  ;  but  what 
I  wish  to  show  will  not  be  obscured  becmse  of  this 
necessity : 

"  I  had  supposed  that  there  was  a  general  movement  of 


the  whole  body  of  Crustacea  in  such  vertical  migrations  as 
existed.  It  is  evident  that  this  is  not  the  case,  for  the 
different  kinds  have  their  individual  peonliarities  of 
distribution. 

In  the  case  of  Diaptomiis  there  is  little  or  no  vertical 
migration  from  any  cause. 

"  Episcfcura  avoids  bright  light,  and  has  a  preference 
for  warm  water,  and  shows  both  seasonal  and  diurnal 
migrations. 

"  Limmocalanus  is  repelled  by  brigh*'.  light  and  by  a  high 
temperature,  hence  its  diurnal  migration  is  more  pro- 
nounced in  cold  weather. 

"  Cyclops  brevisjjinosus  occurs  most  abundantly  between 
five  and  twenty  meters  in  depth.  I  have  no  evidence  in 
regard  to  its  diurnal  migrations. 

"  Cyclops  fluviatilis  has  no  diurnal  migration,  but  in 
its  seasonEil  diatribution  shows  a  preference  for  the  warmer 
water. 

"  Leptodora  ia  a  snrfaoe  form.  I  have  no  conclusive 
evidence  in  regard  to  its  diurnal  migrations. 

"  Daplinia  kahlhergienses  apparently  moves  toward  the 
surface  at  night. 

"There  is  no  appreciable  difference  in  the  seasonable 
distribution  of  Bosmina.  Thsre  is  a  distinct  diurnal 
migration  due  to  its  attraction  to  light. 

"  Daphnella  has  a  diurnal  migration,  due  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  repelled  by  the  light. 

"  I  cannot  make  out  from  my  collections  that  the  winds 
have  any  effect  _on_  the  vertical  dittributicn  of  ecto- 
mostraca.  The  distribution  when  the  surface  is  roughened 


by  waves  seems  to  be  practiciilly  the  same  as  when  it  is 
BBiooth.  Neither  is  there  any  marked  difference  between 
dark  and  moonlight  nights. 

"  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  all  my  collec- 
tions were  made  at  five-meter  intervals,  and  that  there 
may  be  migrations  nithin  these  limits  of  which  I  have  no 
i  idications.  I  know,  for  instance,  from  surface  tows  that 
the  immediate  surface  is  almost  entirely  devoid  of 
entomostraca  in  the  dajtime,  but  is  populated  in  enormous 
numbers  in  the  night. 

' '  There  is  evidently  a  very  marked  diurnal  migration  of 
most  of  the  forms  at  the  immediate  snrfaoe,  but  it  would 
take  a  series  of  collections  at  very  short  intervals  to 
detHrniine  the  limits  of  the  general  movement." 

Tables  are  given  showing  the  per  cent,  of  the  various 
forms  obtained  at  the  different  intervals  of  depth,  but  I 
have  quoted  enough  to  show  how  these  investigations  may 
naturally  benefit  the  angler. — A.  N.  Cheney  in  Forest 
and  Stream. 


A  Plague  of  Bats. — "  If  rodents  read  the  newspapers,"  says 
Sir  Edwin  Arnold,  "something  which  recently  appeared  in  one, 
among  the  medical  addresses — that  by  Dr.  Manson,  of  the  New 
London  School  of  Tropical  Medicine— will  make  them  melancholy. 
Dr.  Manaon  believes  that  rats  are  ofttime  principal  agents  in 
dissemicatinK  the  germs  of  the  bubonic  plague,  and  be  demands 
their  extin  ation  everywhere — nay,  even  that  also  of  mice  "  The 
frequent  outbreaks  of  plague  in  India  should  draw  our  attention 
to  the  Importance  of  keeping  our  blood  pure  and  healthy,  whether 
the  disorder  ie  caused  by  rats  or  not.  HoUoway's  Fills,  if  taken 
regularly,  will  do  this  for  you,  and  the  liability  of  contagion  will 
be  reduced  to  nil. 
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to  see  one  at  the  end  of  our  line  floating  down  to  a  steadily  rising  grayling." 

E.  B.  Maeston,  Esq.,  Fishing  Gatette. 

SPECIJLXi   FlLiY   I^ISrrS  FREE. 


F.  W.  DALE,  Angler  and  Fly  Dresser,  HANLEY,  STAFFS. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING, 

The  Price  List  (gratis)  contains  the  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Fish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Grayling,  Char,  Pike,  Eels,  Goldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch, 
Boaoh,  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Endd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &o.,  &o.    Apply  V 

THOMAS  FORO, 

M.ANOB,   FISHERY,   CAISTOB,  LINCOLNSHIBE. 


Fish  Food,  Ground-bait,  Apparatus,  and  Carriers  on  Sale. 

N.B. — The  Stock  Fish  have  taken  twenty  yearp  to  accumulate,  and  consist  of 
the  finest  strains  in  the  world.  They  run  up  to  161b.,  and  include  pure  Wycombe 
Fish,  which,  on  the  authority  of  the  late  Mr.  Francis,  are  the  best  breed  in  Ihe  Empire. 
Other  choice  varieties  have  been  taken  from  the  Test,  Kennet,  and  other  waters. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


Mrs,  Oox'b  Style  and  Pat- 
terns, Is.  ed.  to  2s. 
dozen,  post  free.  Buffer 
Knot  Oasts,  Is.  6cl.  each. 


Devon  and  Yorkshire  Hackles 

New  Pattern  Beetles   

Hercules  Oasts  


Is.  6d.  dozen. 
2s.  Od.  dozen. 
Is.  3d.  each. 


doz. 

Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  SQUARE.  WINCHESTER.  HANTS. 


FLIES/^ 


Price  Four  Shillings,  Post  Free. 

THE  FLY -FISHER'S  REGISTER 

OK 

Date,  Place,  Time  Ensaged  FIshlne,  Natural  Files  on  Water, 
Time  of  Rise,  Wind  and  Weather,  Artificial  Flies  Used. 
Number  and  Kind  of  Fish  Taken, 
Weight  of  Each  Fish. 
Total  Weight, 
&c. 

(TWO  HUNDRED  DATS.) 

Arranered  by  W.  H.  POPE. 


LONDON  : 

Published  by  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited, 

Proprietort  of  The  Fishing  Qazette, 
ST.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  B.C. 


A  GHARMZNa  GIFT  BOOK. 

6s,  net,  claret  roan,  gilt,  Illustrated. 

London  in  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  E.  O.  Cook  and  E.  T.  OOOK,  M.A. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

'Sir  Henri/  Pomonby  it  commanded 
bi/  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
for  a  copy  of  his  Handbook. 
\    "Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
for." — Britiith  Weekly.  "Far superior 
ordinary  guides."— ion<i»n  Daily  Chronicle. 


"A  BRILLIANT  mK."-ThB  Times. 
Every  Visitor  to  London  should  use 

I  ONnnN  SECOND  EDITION 
L-      IN  L»      IN       ENLARGED,  5b. 

and    I^t^cookXa*  24  Maps  &  Plans. 
ENVIRONS.      60  lUuBtrations. 
Most  emphatically  tops  them  all," — DailyOraphic 
Llangollen— Darlington  A  Co. 
London— SiMPKiN,  Mabshall  &  Co..  Ltd. 
Tke  Railway  Boekstall  and  all  Booksellers. 


Visitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton,  Eastbourne, 
Hastings.  Bath,  Wells,  Western-super-Mare,  Mal- 
vern, Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llandrindsd  Wells, 
Rhyl,  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Bay,  Bettwsycoed,  Llan- 
gollen, Bala,  Dolgelly,  Barmouth,  Aberystwyth, 
Criccieth,  Pwllheli,  Wye  Valley,  Severn  Valley. 
Channel  Islands,  and  Isle  of  Wight,  should  us* 
Darlington's  Handbcoks,  Is.  each.  List  Post  Free. 
Darlington  &  Co..  Llangollen. 

Undon:  SIMPKIN,  MABSHALL  A  CO.,  Ltd. 

FHOTOOBAFHS.— Beautiful  Photographs 
of  Scenery,  Ruins,  4c.,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey, 
Palestine,  and  Egypt;  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  18.  Gd., 
and  2s.  Complete  List  Post  Free. 

DARLINGTON  A  CO..  LLANGOLLEN. 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

Pbksidknt  :  Sir  EDWAHU  BIBKBEOK,  Ban, 

REDUCED  PARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  ft  D.  RAILWAYS  I 

ist  OCTOBBR  to  3iat  MARCH. 
Agents  at  coast  towns. 
BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 
Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  af 
Ye  Olde  Rainbow  Tavern,  Fleet-street,  E.G. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Chablks  \ 
S.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion  House-cham-  j 
bers,  11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.G. 

HIJOS  DE  T.  CASALIN5 

MURCIA,  SPAIN. 

NEW  SILKWORM  GUT 

Moderate  Prices. 
WRITE  FOR  PRICE  LIST. 


IMPROVED  PATENT. 

SOLD  ON  CONOITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWL. 


January  13,  1900] 
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^ofes  from  il)e  iXort^. 


Not  for  eight  years  has  there  been  Buoh  a  spate  on  the 
rivers  and  streams  in  the  north  as  was  expenenoed  last 
week.  It  went  almost  as  suddenly  ae  it  came,  yet  for  all 
that  the  waters  are  still  on  the  right  side  for  ascending 
fiah,  and  keeping  up  well  in  spite  of  slight  frosts. 

The  prospects  on  such  early  streams  as  the  Helmsdale— 
which  will  be  opened  by  the  time  these  notes  appear  -have 
beenvastly  improved,  and  there  is  now  anasaarance  of  sport, 
whereas  only  a  short  week  ago  we  were  advising  anglers  to 
the  contrary  ;  at  least,  cautioning  them  not  to  hurry 
north   

The  Januiry  floods,  when  they  come  about  the  middle 
of  the  month,  are  most  acceptable  fordrawing  the  fish  into 
the  Dee,  Spey,  and  other  early  rivers  when  they  are  on  the 
coast.   

The  Don  waa  all  over  its  banks  at  Kintore,  and  for  fully 
a  day  threatened  to  carry  off  the  low-lying  houses  in  the 
ancient  little  village.  On  the  Ythan  several  bridges  were 
swept  away,  and  there  were  one  or  two  narrow  escapss  at 
the  fords  when  the  waters  first  rose. 

The  weather  has  been  somewhat  against  pier  fishing,  yet 
there  are  always  a  few  hardy  old  souls  to  be  found  about 
the  Aberdeen  Harbour  breakwaters  and  jetties  froai 
January  to  December  all  the  year  round. 

Two  of  thes9  enthusiasts  got  a  start  the  other  day  when 
an  old  soldier— one  of  the  "  Thin  Red  Line  "—came  up  to 
where  they  were  angling  at  Point  Law,  and,  telling  them 
that  he  waa  about  to  become  food  for  the  fishes,  deliberately 
jumped  into  the  river,  and  was  drowned  before  assistance 
could  reach  him. 

Dr.  Garson,  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  Orkney,  died 
last  week  at  Stromness,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five 
years.  No  one  knew  the  islands  better  than  the  cheery 
old  doctor,  and  in  hU  younger  years  nothing  delighted  him 
better  than  to  act  as  guide,  phUosopher,  and  friend  to  any 
tourist-angler  seeking  to  find  his  way  about  in  these 
parts.   

The  Lands  and  Fisbines  Committee  of  the  Aberdeen 
Harbour,  who  own  £10,000  worth  of  netting  stations,  are 
already  Retting  their  pUnt  ready  for  the  coming  season. 
Netsmf  n  never  lose  an  hour. 


Lord  Filconer,  the  eldest  son  of  the  Earl  and  Countf-ss 
of  Kintor»,  is  to  Ve  presented  wirh  a  ca;i>e  of  sporti-g  guns 
from  the  t-'nantry  on  the  Kincardins  estates.  His 
majorify  w^a  duly  celebrated  on  Friday,  when  the  lower 
half  of  DoQside  was  en  fete.  His  military  duties  pre- 
vented h's  lordship  being  present. 

Lord  Haddi,  the  eldest  son  of  the  E  irl  and  Oonntess  of 
Aberdeen,  and  the  near  neighbour  of  Lord  Falconer,  also 
commenced  a  series  of  celebrations  in  hrnour  of  his 
coming  cf  age.  Both  these  yoan?  noblemen  are  great 
patrons  and  devotees  of  the  gentle  art,  and  anglers 
everywhere  are  interested  in  these  demonstrations. 

Lord  Lovat  and  other  proprietors  are  burily  ensraged 
raising  a  force  of  ghillies  and  df  e  -stalkers  of  about  2000  to 
proceed  immediately  to  the  seat  of  war.  They  are  to  be 
mounted  on  their  little  Highland  ponies,  and  are  just  the 
very  men  to  meet  the  Boers  on  their  own  ground.  The 
War  Office  has  given  its  sinotion. 

Sir  Allan  and  Lady  Mackenzie,  with  their  family  of 
three  bops  and  two  daughters,  Lord  Kilmarnock,  and  Lady 
Adelaide  Meade,  spent  their  Christmas  on  Deeeide,  and 
entertained  the  good  folks  at  Ballater  to  a  danoe  the  other 
night  at  Bracklay  House. 

Another  attempt  is  to  be  made  during  the  coming  week 
to  stock  the  Nige  Hatchery,  belonging  to  the  Scotch 
Fishery  Board.  The  last  catch  of  live  haddock  and 
plaice  were  so  bnccked  about  in  the  wells  of  the  trawler 
engaged  for  the  purpose  that  they  did  not  survive  long 
when  placed  in  the  breeding  ponds      Special  Scotch. 


Iptdvincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  last  meeting  of  the  old  committee  of  the  Birming- 
ham Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening 
last  at  the  headquarters.  Mr.  T  Coles  presided,  and 
Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting 
waa  well  attended.  The  first  business  transacted  was  to 
receive  the  report  of  Messrs.  Foster  and  Rabone,  who 
were  appointed  to  visit  a  new  club  held  at  the  R>yal 
Exchange,  Gr<at  King-fetreet.  The  report  went  to  show 
that  the  club  bad  been  formed  at  the  beginning  of  last 
8-ptember,  and  that  they  had  over  thirty  fully  paid-up 
members  on  their  books.  The  mlea  were  in  every  manner 
satisfactory,  and  the  officers  were  said  to  be  the  right  men 
in  the  right  place.  This  new  club  is  rather  near  to  other 
afHliated  clnb-i,  but  as  they  had  passed  a  resolution  not  to 
take  any  membersfrom  any  aSiiiattd  clabfortwelve  months 
they  were  on  this  condition  accepted.  The  balance-sheet 
and  aaditors'  report  for  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  30,  1899, 
WM  read.  The  number  of  members  paid  upon  by  the  clubs 
were  and  the  total  income  amounted  to  £111 168.4d., 
and  the  expenditure  to  £34  18«,^-  leaving  a  balance  to 


be  carried  forward  of  £76  178.  4d.  This  was  considered 
very  satisfactory,  and  the  report  and  balance-sheet 
received  and  adopted.  The  auditors'  fees  were_  recom- 
mended to  be  increased  to  6s.  each  for  each  audit  The 
important  question  of  allowing  members'  wives  to  join  the 
association  and  travel  with  their  husbands  for  fishing 
purposes  was  discussed  at  some  length,  when  it  was 
suggested  that  the  wives  should  be  admitted  into  the 
association  upon  payment  of  a  fixed  snm,  to  be  made  by 
the  clnbs,  and  that  the  same  payments  be  made  by  the 
wives  to  the  association  as  that  paid  by  their  husbands  ; 
only  one  card  will  be  issued,  which  will  biar  a  special 
adhesive  slip  which  will  denote  that  the  holder  is  entitled 
to  takj  a  railway  ticket  for  his  wife.  All  the  adhesive 
slips  to  be  issued  to  the  club  secretaries  by  the  general 
secretary  and  charged  upon  when  the  levies  become  due. 
At  the  next  general  meeting  of  the  association,  in  March 
next,  a  resolution  will  be  placed  before  the  delegates  as  to 
the  president,  vice-president,  treasurer,  and  secretary 
becoming  ex  officio  offioers  of  the  association.  At 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Green  Lanes  Society  the 
following  were  the  cmef  officers  elected,  namely  :  President, 
Mr.  ■  W.  Jenkins ;  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  Gameson ; 
secretary,  J.  Sanders ;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Beaven.  Since 
the  meeting  quite  a  gloom  has  passed  over  the  club  by  the 
loss  of  three  of  their  members  daring  the  last  few  days. 
Mr.  J.  Dolfin  died  on  Thursday  last,  Mr.  W.  Weson  died 
on  Saturday  last,  and  Mr.  E.  Titcum  on  Sunday  last.  The 
worst  case  is  that  of  Mr.  Weson.  His  wife  died  only  a  short 
time  ago,  after  which  one  of  his  children  died,  and  there 
are  now  six  children  left  unprovided  for.  This  is  a 
very  sad  affair,  and  in  order  to  give  some  assistance  to  the 
children  the  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  will 
take  the  matter  up  at  their  next  meeting.  The  members 
of  the  Bellbarn  Society  intend  doing  something  to  honour 
the  occasion  of  their  respected  president  entering  into 
the  "state  of  matrimony."  Mr.  H.  Gamer  has  been 
president  of  this  society  for  eleven  years.  He  was 
presented  with  a  valuable  watch  by  this  club  some 
few  years  ago  for  his  valuable  services.  He  will 
receive  a  purse  with  a  golden  lining,  and  Mr.  _  T. 
Coles  has  been  asked  to  make  the  presentation. 
Messrs.  Kimbeiiey  and  Jukes  succeeded  in  winning  the 
three  prizes  given  by  Mr.  Ted  Giiffichs,  Cemetery  Tavern, 
Key  Hill.  Mr.  Kimberley  weighed-in  three  fine  roach 
taken  from  the  Upton  Magna  district;  he  received  a  goose 
which  weighed  14ilb.  for  his  prize.  A  fine  carp  of  lOJlb. 
was  taken  last  week  by  a  member  of  the  Travellers'  Rest 
Society  from  a  pool  near  Bredon ;  the  fish  was  taken  with 
paste  on  fine  teckle,  and  took  a  long  time  to  land.  It  is 
now  at  Cooper's,  of  London,  being  set  up.  Our  rivers  are 
all  more  or  less  out  of  order  for  angling  owing  to  the 
recent  heavy  rains — the  Avon  is  out  over  the  banks  at 
Warwick  and  at  other  places ;  the  Trent  is  also  out  over 
the  fields  in  the  low  lying  districts  ;  and  the  Severn  is 
only  fishable  in  some  of  the  backwaters  where  the  fish 
congregate  to  avoid  the  rush  of  the  water.  Canals  and 
reservoirs  are  the  only  available  places  where  any  sport  can 
be  obtained.  As  these  notes  leave  me  the  weather  has 
taken  a  much  brighter  turn,  as  we  have  had  sunshine  all 
day  to-day,  Wednesday. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  heavy  downpours  of  rain  in  the  Fen  District  this 
week  have  entirely  put  a  check  on  angling  pnrsaits,  and 
there  is  absolutely  nothing  to  chronicle  in  the  way  of 
sport.  All  the  rivers  and  drains  have  been  running  back 
full,  and  on  Sunday,  after  a  downpour  lasting  for  upwards 
of  twelve  hours,  some  of  the  streams  overflowed  their 
banks  and  flooded  large  tracts  of  land.  The  rivers  have 
not  bet  n  so  full  since  February,  1897,  when,  after  a  heivy 
snowfall  and  rapid  thaw,  the  Fen  watercourses  overflowed 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  lands  on  either  side  were  flooded 
as  far  as  the  eye  could  see.  Althoagh  the  outlook  at  the 
present  time  is  not  so  bad  as  this,  the  conditions  are  such 
that  anglers  are  obliged  to  take  an  enforced  rest.  Even 
in  the  absence  of  further  rain  it  will  be  quite  the  end  of 
this  week  before  sportsmen  are  able  to  resnme  operations. 
The  waters,  however,  were  fining  down  nicely  on  Tuesday, 
and  the  weather  was  extremely  mild.  If  these  conditions 
continue,  roachists  should  be  able  to  have  another  spell  of 
sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
At  the  January  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association,  which  took  place  at 
the  Queen's  Hotel  on  the  3rd  inst.,  under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  Blythe  Kemp,  amongst  other  business  there  were 
several  appliodtions  from  the  affiliated  societies  to  fish 
their  Eastertide  matches  on  the  Holderness  drains,  and 
the  Albion  and  Alexandra  Associations  were  granted  per- 
mission to  open  their  season  on  the  Winestead  drain,  at 
Patrington.  Several  other  local  societies  have  also  already 
made  their  fixtures  for  the  forthcoming  season,  both  the 
rivers  ^ucholme  and  Hull  falling  in  for  a  fair  share  of 
their  pitrun>ige.  Owing  to  the  splendid  weather  of  the  past 
few  days,  our  local  anglers  have  been  plying  the 
rod  on  several  waters;  but  on  the  whole  the  results 
have  only  been  very  moderate,  although  a  few  decent- 
sized  roach,  going  from  ^Ib.  to  about  lib.  each,  have 
been  tempted  with  paste  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river 
Hull,  which  is  now  in  very  fair  condition  ;  and  sport  on 
the  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  also  on  the  improve.  Live 
baiting  has  accounted  for  a  few  good  pike  on  some  of  the 
waters,  and  on  the  river  Derwent  some  very  good  fish  have 
been  met  with,  going  from  about  41b.  to  7lb.  each;  but 
trolling  and  spinning  have  not  been  productive  of  much 
■port  in  any  quarter,  the  fish  being  chiefly  located 
at  the  sides  and  overhanging  banks  In  the  Hull 
the  best  fish  have  been  taken  at  the  beck-ends.  In 
the  river  Ludd  a  few  good  roach  have  been  taken 
by  using  red  worms  as  a  bait ;  and  pike  are  also  reported  on 
the  move  in  the  Falstow  district.  At  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Osborne  Angling  Association,  Mr,  O.  Matthews 


was  elected  to  the  presidential  chair  for  1900,  to  be  assisted 
in  the  vice-ohair  by  Mr.  R.  Goodin ;  Mr.  A.  Bell  being 
appointed  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Conrad  Xaewiger  hon. 
secretary.  Amongst  the  annual  prizes,  Mr.  Robert 
Goodin  was  the  recipient  of  the  gold  medal  for  most  points 
daring  the  past  season.  On  Monday  evening  next  the 
members  of  the  George  and  Dragon  Angling  Society  dine 
together  at  headquarters.  The  Sandringham  Anglers 
held  their  annual  meeting  at  headqaarc«rs  the  other 
evening,  and  elected  officers  for  the  coming  season. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association  was  held  on  the  4th,  Mr.  F.  Lyon  Whittle, 
town  clerk,  presiding.  The  room  was  comfortably  filled, 
and  the  businesslike  way  the  different  items  wer« 
disposed  of  was  an  "eye  opener"  to  many  old  officials, 
the  writer  included.  AH  the  suggestions  made  by  the 
committee  were  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  following 
executive  elected  for  1900 :  President,  Mr.  E.  M.  Cross- 
field  ;  general  treasurer,  Mr.  M.  A.  Cook ;  Benevolent 
Fund,  Mr.  J.  M.  Mayhall ;  secretary,  Mr.  P.  Knight ; 
assistant  secretary.  Mr.  M.  F.  J.  Emson;  committee, 
Messrs.  J.  Lyon  Whittle,  L.  Greening,  J.  Bancroft,  T. 
Nixon,  J.  G.  BaUey,  E.  Gilbert.  T.  Boscow,  H.  Kent, 
W.  A.  Proud,  J.  Mawson,  T.  M.  Mayhall,  J.  Reynolds, 
W.  H.  Gandy,  and  R.  Eyes.  If  the  association  can  only 
make  a  good  fishery  of  the  Bollin,  they  will  do  a  good 
thing  for  anglers  generally.  The  writer  ventures  to 
predict  a  great  and  useful  future  for  the  Warrington  A. A. 
Mr.  T.  Driver,  secretary  of  the  County  Palatine  Angling 
Association,  announces  that  all  the  concessions  asked  for 
by  his  committee  have  been  granted.  The  travelling  cards 
for  1900  will  be  ready  by  the  end  of  the  present  month. 
Immediately  the  weather  is  suitable  the  stocking  opera- 
tions will  be  resumed.  The  Welcome  Angling  Society, 
Hulme,  have  started  their  meetings  for  1900  by  one  on  the 
9th.  Mr.  Gamer  says  the  prospects  for  the  coming  season 
are  good.  The  following  executive  has  been  elected : 
President,  Mr.  W.  C.  Hawkins;  vice-president,  Mr.  H. 
Straker ;  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Arnold ;  secretary,  Mr. 
F.  W.  Garner  ;  committee,  Messrs.  T.  Newton,  A.  Brodie, 
W.  Dyson,  G.  Wyche,  and  T.  Ashworth  ;  delegate,  Mr. 
W.  Arnold.  The  Levenshulme  anglers  are  departing  from 
the  beaten  track  in  the  conduct  of  club  meetings.  For 
the  future  business  must  stop  at  9.30,  and  the  rest  of 
the  time  devoted  to  social  subjects,  not  of  necessity 
harmony,  but  every  member  must  do  something  to  try 
and  interest  those  present.  He  may  discourae  on  some 
scientific  subject,  recount  some  excursion  or  experience,  or 
take  some  other  course,  but  do  something  he  must. 
Again,  for  this  put  of  the  proceedings  a  fresh  chairman  is 
elected  for  each  meeting  at  the  previous  meeting ;  this 
will  train  every  member  for  office.  The  first  meeting  of 
the  Liverpool  City  Angling  Association  under  its  new 
name  was  held  on  Monday  last  at  headquarters,  and,  being 
the  annual,  wiU  be  found  fully  reported  elsewhere.  Im- 
portant meetings  have  been  held  by  the  West  Derby, 
quarterly  ;  Nelson,  quarterly  ;  Centrals,  first  annual ;  and 
others.  "The  progress  of  all  these  organisations  is  satu- 
factory. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  annual  meeting  and  dinner  of  the  Kingfishers 
Angling  Society  was  held  on  the  9th,  at  the  Crescent, 
Salford.  Report  and  balance-sheet  were  both  found 
satisfactory,  a  good  sum  remaining  in  hand.  The 
retiring  exesutive  were  thanked  for  their  services,  and 
the  following  elected  for  1900:  President,  Mr.  Knowles; 
vice-president,  Mr.  Greenhalgh  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  B.  J. 
Picketing ;  secretary  Mr.  W.  Prescott,  sen.  ;  auditor,  Mr. 
W.  Crawford  ;  consultation  committee,  Messrs.  Knowles, 
Constable,  Vickers,  and  Prescott.  The  harmony  after- 
wards was  supplied  by  Messrs.  Q.  Pickering  (pianist), 
B.  J.  Pickering,  Smith,  and  Mason  (vocalists),  and 
Smith  and  Bos  well  (reciters).  The  auditor  still 
holds  the  "button."  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Buck- 
land  Angling  Society  on  the  4th  was  a  most 
enjoyable  event,  the  cooking  meeting  with  a  "devour- 
ing" verdict  of  approv.l.  After  the  good  things 
were  lauded,  Mr.  F.  Bibby.  with  a  gramophone,  and 
Messrs.  Jennett,  Johnson,  Oliver,  Henshall,  Lewis,  and 
Griffiths  contributed  towards  a  miscellaneous  programme. 
The  Good  Intent  Angling  Society  have  had  several  of 
their  members  braving  the  weather  in  search  of  sport, 
and,  considering  all  things,  were  fairly  successful.  They 
start  the  new  year  with  an  important  meeting  on  the 
16th,  at  the  usual  time  and  place.  The  Moss  Side  Socials 
held  their  annual  meeting  on  the  4.h,  at  headquarters. 
The  report  and  balance-sheet  were  easily  disposed  of,  both 
being  satisfactory,  and  although  something  like  £60  was 
spent  on  their  private  waters  still  a  good  sum  remains  in 
hand.  Several  new  membjra  were  elected,  but  there  are 
a  few  vacancies  even  yet,  for  a  wonder.  The  following 
executive  was  elected:  President,  Dr.  Chapman;  vice- 
presidents.  Councillors  Sargentson,  Coopsr,  Bax,  and 
Hayues,  and  Messrs.  L.  Barnett,  W.  Dawson,  Grimes, 
aad  Allington;  chairman,  Mr.  A.  L.  Harkness ;  vice- 
chairman,  Mr.  E.  Tate;  treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Roberts; 
secretary,  Mr.  W.  A.  Leigh ;  assistant  secretary,  Mr. 
W.  C.  Hawkins;  curators,  Messrs.  J.  Hammond,  T. 
Cain,  W.  Ferguson,  and  H.  F.  Jenkins ;  auditors, 
Messrs.  A._  Ormrod  and  J.  Birch;  delegates,  Messrs. 
W.  A.  Leigh  and  J.  Birch ;  committee,  Messrs.  J. 
Bartley,  J.  W.  Lund,  W.  Taylor,  G.  Linklater,  J. 
Reavy,  and  W.  C.  Roach.  Before  leaving  the  room 
the  "  Tobacco  Fund "  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  waa 
remembered,  of  course.  Last  night  the  George  Angling 
Society  held  their  annual  dinner,  and  on  Monday 
are  noted  for  the  annual  meeting.  They  have 
joined  the  CP. A. A.,  and,  fortunately,  have  succeeded  in 
obtaining  railway  cheap  tickets  for  their  private  waters  at 
Diggle.  Mr.  Charles  E.  Henshall  has  been  elected  hon. 
see.  of  the  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society,  and  is  sure  to 
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make  an  efficient  executive  officer.  It  is  very  pleasing  to 
note  that  members  of  our  clubs  "  ordered  soutb  "  are  to  be 
kept  "  clear  on  the  books  "  during  the  time  they  are  on 
duty.  On  the  11th,  Mr.  J.  Pendrigh  received  a  testimonial 
from  the  C  P. A. A.  as  a  slight  mark  of  esteem  and  in 
acknowledgment  of  past  services,  and  no  one  ever  deserved 
one  more. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
Only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  last  few 
days,  and  they  have  not  done  anything  very  great. 
Messrs  A.  J.  Rudd  and  F.  S.  Colley,  of  Norwich,  fished 
on  South  Walsham  Broad  on  Thursday  last,  and  caught 
five  fish,  the  largest  ISJlb.  The  fish  were  all  taken  on 
dead  bait,  spun  on  a  "Davies"  tackle.  They  would  not 
look  at  a  live  bait.  Other  anglers  out  have  done  very  little 
indeed.  The  broads  are  all  in  perfect  condition  for  pike 
fishing,  being  nice  and  clear,  but  the  rivers  are  much 
discoloured  still.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  main 
rivers  some  good  sport  should  be  had  with  the  roach  during 
the  present  spell  of  mild,  open  weather,  but  no  one  seems 
to  cire  to  go  after  them.  A  few  good  fish  are  reported 
as  having  l«en  taken  at  Buxton,  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
Bnre. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
A  flood  is  running  on  the  Trent  at  the  period  of  writing, 
and  angling  is  simply  out  of  the  question.  The  weather 
has  been  most  adverse,  and  on  Tuesday  night  rain  again 
descended  in  torrents.  Anglers  were  out  at  Shardlow  and 
Sawley  on  Saturday,  but  no  sport  was  obtained.  A  few 
days  before,  near  Cavendish  Bridge,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis 
had  241b.  of  chub  and  roach  to  the  cockspur  worm.  The 
fish  were  creeled  on  the  grass  in  one  of  the  backwaters. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
Angling  practioilly  at  a  standstill  in  this  neighbourhood. 
The  rivers  Severn,  Teme,  and  Avon  have  been  bank  full  all 
the  waek,  and  overflowed  their  banks  in  many  places.  A 
few  anglers  were  out  with  the  worm,  and  caught  some 
fair  roach  in  the  slacks  close  under  the  banks.  A  good 
many  salmon  have  gone  over  the  weirs,  and  should  reach 
the  upper  waters.  The  fishermen  have  taken  a  fair 
quantity  of  lampems,  but  not  anything  like  a  good  take  ; 
some  of  the  fish  were  very  fine.  I  am  forry  to  say  death 
has  again  taken  from  among  us  several  much  respected 
brothers  of  the  angle.  Mr.  James,  Mr.  Geo.  Pardoe,  and 
Mr.  Geo.  Mapp  wUl  be  much  missed,  and  their  loss  deeply 
regretted. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Tlie  reports  from  angling  centres  at  the  close  of  last 
week  varied  little  as  to  the  state  of  the  streams ;  they  had 
been  in  high  flood  for  days,  the  waters  being  a  very  bad 
colour  and  unfit  for  snecessful  angling.  Pike  fishers 
appear  to  have  done  fairly  well  on  the  Dertvent  and 
Hornsea  Mere,  the  latter  water  having  until  recently 
afforded  first  class  sport  to  anglers  from  York  and  district. 
Prospects  were  not  at  all  improved  by  the  heavy  and  con- 
tinuous rains  which  prevailed  last  Saturday.  In  the  city 
and  neighbourhocd  the  downpour  was  persistent,  and  what- 
ever feelings  may  have  existed  amongst  Waltonians,  those 
who  have  to  do  with  the  municipal  government  of  the  city 
of  churches,  and  the  inhabitants  generally,  were  pleased  to 
witness  the  thorough  swilling  which  streets  and  footpaths 
had  undergone  for  the  Sabbath.  Doubtless  tradespeople 
and  householders,  vrithout  exception,  would  be  delighted 
for  the  more  frequent  exercise  of  this  general  cleansing 
process  The  weather,  however,  goes  by  rules  of  contrary. 
When  farmers  grumble  anglers  often  feel  the  most  con- 
tented, and  these  conditions  are  suddenly  reversed.  It  is 
certain  that  much  good  follows  a  thorough  scouring  of  the 
river  beds  by  flood  water,  and  there  is  a  degree  of  consola- 
tion for  rodmen  in  that.  We  may  expect  to  hear  from 
rivers  like  the  Oaae  that  in  these  times  of  flood  the  use  of 
the  net  is  being  abused.  An  enormous  quantity  of  fish  is 
removed  by  nets  from  the  Ouse  during  deep  floods,  while 
at  the  same  time  the  rod  lies  idle.  No  wonder  there  is,  in 
inch  circamstances,  much  grumbling  among  rodmen,  who 
don't  desire  to  see  the  Onse's  ruin  as  an  angling  river. 
The  fly  fishing  season  in  York  last  year  was  poor,  but  the 
prospects  for  the  coming  season  are  more  encouraging 
The  principal  rivers  are  well  stocked  with  fish,  which  are 
forward.  Attention  is  partly  directed  to  the  spring 
salmon  season.  The  fish,  however,  are  unlikely  to  run  up 
until  the  waters  are  clearer. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
G.  C. — If  you  give  your  name  and  address  it  is  possible 
that,  although  "  Fennell's  Book  of  the  Roach  "  is  out  of 
print,  we  may,  by  advertising,  set  you  a  copy. 


[We  do  not  hold  oumelves  reapongihle  fur  the  opinions 
expreiieed  by  our  Correspondents/] 


PIKE-PEROH. 
Dear  Sir, — A  pike-perch  rendering  2,300,000  eggs 
would  indeed  be  a  phenome'ion,  but  my  biid  writing  m  ly 
a'ic  innt  for  the  printer's  error,  as  2  to  .'500,000  eggs  was 
whit  1  put  down  as  the  average  for  a  pik«-percli  spawner. 
Thi^  would  be  rather  under  the  American  experience,  but 
pikM-pHrch  of  I'ii'b.  and  rendering  over  000,000  eggs,  such 
as  y  mr  correspondent  metitions,  are  rare  over  here.  The 
average  catch  are  fish  of 'ilb.  to  71b.,  with  a  few  running 
up  to  l-'iib.  or  Hlb.  The  eggs  of  the  pike-perch  are 
planted  here  when  showing  fully  developed  eye-spots,  and 
t'len  take  two  or  three  days  to  hatch,  according  to  the 
temperature  of  wat*'r.  Fifteen  days  i«  the  long 'st  time 
in  which  I  have  known  eggs  to  go  through  the  whole  ttaf^e 
i.f  development  here,  from  spawning  to  hatching.  This 


also  agrees  with  your  American  correspondent's  expe- 
rience. 

The  fish  is  very  valuable,  both  as  a  commercial  and  ae  a 
sporting  fish,  and  I  should  be  glad  if  this  eggs  which  I  am 
this  year  sending  to  the  English  School  of  Pisciculture 
at  the  Crystal  Palace  will  come  to  something. 

The  catch  of  the  pike-perch  in  the  Rhine  now  far  out- 
weighs (from  a  commercial  point  of  view)  the  value  of 
salmon  caught  there,  and  apparently  no  harm  has  accrued 
to  the  salmon  through  the  planting  of  the  pike-perch. 

The  big  rainbow  trout  is  now  safely  in  Mr.  Senior's 
hands,  and  is  being  set  up  for  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  Mr. 
Senior  has  kindly  promised  to  lend  it  to  the  Crystal  Palace 
School  of  Pisciculture  this  summer,  for  a  month,  so  that 
your  readers  can  judge  of  this  fine  fish  for  themselves. — 
Yours  truly,  S.  Jaffe. 

Sandfort  "Trout  Fishery,  Osnabriiok, 
Hannover.  


LURES  FOR  SA.LMON. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  through  your  Gazette  ask  "  Mona  " 
not  to  dissipate  his  "  large  sympathy  "  on  anglers — yes, 
anglers — who  use  worm  as  a  lure  for  salmon  ?  I  am  not 
going  to  US9  a  nom-de-phime,  and  yet  here  and  now  I 
avow  that  I  have  caught,  and  hope  still  to  kill,  a  fair 
number  of  the  kings  of  the  river  by  use  of  the  worm. 

If  "Mona"  will  condescend  to  wade  through  my 
sentences,  it  may  dawn,  even  upon  him,  that  there  is  some 
sport  in  using  such  ignoble  lure  for  so  lordly  a  capture. 
My  rod  is  a  13ft.  ash  butt,  hollow,  greenheart  centre,  and 
lancewood  and  oushaba  top ;  weight  14oz.,  with  reel  and 
line  to  correspond.  The  gut  trace  is  four  lengths  of 
XXX  drawn  gut,  16iu.  long ;  the  hook  a  round  bend,  fine 
wire,  size  7  new  scale  ;  the  worm  from  lin.  to  IJin  long, 
no  lead  or  sinker  of  any  kind  ;  a  landing  net  and  waders 
completes  the  outfit  The  ground  is  a  west  Cumberland 
beck,  with  water  as  clear  as  gin.  I  fish  upstream  and  use 
a  short  line,  but  when  running  a  fish  use  a  line  as  the 
surroundings  will  allow.  To  hook  and  run  and  land  a 
fresh  run  grilse  of  6lb.  or  more,  or  a  salmon  of  from  81b 
t)  101b.,  on  such  tackle  may  to  "Mona"  be  deserving 
from  the  "men  of  large  sympathies  only  kindly  pity  and 
compassion,"  but  let  me  assure  him  such  is  neither 
appreciated  nor  desired  by  the  objects  of  his  "  pity  and 
compassion." 

There  are,  dear  "  Mona,"  more  things  in  heaven  and  in 
earth — aye,  even  in  fishing — th  m  are  dreamt  of  in  your 
philosophy,  as  evidenced  in  your  letter  on  "  Baits." — 
Yours  truly,    James  Murray. 

THAMES  RE-STOCKING  ASSOCIATION 
Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  through  the  Fishing 
Gazette  the  receipt  of  £3  towards  the  funds  of  the  above 
association,  grneronsly  snbsciibed  by  the  London  Anglers' 
Association  per  Mr.  R.  Ghurney  — Yours  truly, 

  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


OUT  WEST. 

Honored  Sir, — Guess  you've  heard  of  me— Tom 
Harker,  mayor  of  the  rising  township  of  Seven  Mile 
Level — 'cause  there  ain't  many  that  hasn't.  Guess  you've 
heard  of  the  place,  too,  'cause  lately  we've  been  improvin' 
the  locality,  which  there  ain't  more  than  a  dozen  who 
escaped  the  Vigilantes  left  to  us  to  hang. 

When  first  I  knew  the  place  Bill  Chiver  was  mayor.  He 
kept  the  whiskey  bar,  and  a  real  good  sort  he  was,  accord- 
ing to  his  lights,  which  were  dim.  Long  Tom  shot  him  at 
forty  paces,  I  recollect,  and  then  voted  himself  mayor,  and 
said  he'd  be  the  bulliest  we  ever  had.  That's  only  what  he 
S(nd  ;  he  never  had  a  chance  for  actions,  for  he  got  plugged 
next  day.  So  we  decided  to  elect  the  next  in  our  usual  way, 
which  was  to  select  the  candidates,  start  'em  from  different 
quarters  of  the  town,  and  let  'em  meet  as  soon  as  they 
liked.    Afterwards  we  chose  the  mayor — the  live  man. 

Guess  you're  wondering  why  in  tarnation  I'm  giving  you 
our  history,  which  of  course  you  know  all  about  from  the 
papers  (T/ie  Seven  Mile  Level  Leveller  had  a  beautiful 
article  on  it,  b  it  the  editor  couldn't  suit  all  parties,  an'  he 
died  soon  after).  Well,  me  and  you  are  sort  of  brothers, 
considering  we're  both  anglers,  and  I  knew  as  you'd  be 
glad  to  hear  what  sort  of  fishing  matches  we  can  raise 
round  here,  though  of  ourse  you'll  have  seen  all  about  it 
in  the  papers. 

Well,  I'm  that  tired  of  bloodshed  that  I  don't  care  if  I 
never  drop  anjone  again.  Since  I  became  mayor  the 
feeling's  .grown  on  me,  and  I'm  civilising  this  township, 
slap  up. 

We  had  the  candidates,  seven  of  them,  all  first-class  on 
the  drop  shot,  and  we  had  even  sent  them  into  their  cabins 
to  sober  down  so  they'd  have  steady  hands  next  morning, 
when  a  thought  struck  me.  I  ain't  often  taken  that  way, 
an'  after  I'd  got  free  of  the  feeling  I  let  it  out  on  them. 
They  was  angry ;  I  tried  to  pacify  them.  They  swore,  and 
I  swore  back.  They  drew,  an'  so  did  I,  but  I  was  far 
quicker,  and  they  agreed  to  my  plan.  A  deriager's  a  very 
powerful  aid  to  rt-flrtction. 

So,  sir,  I  decided  the  next  mayor  was  going  to  be 
elected  by  a  fiahing  match.  We  adjourned  to  the  cabins 
and  told  each  candidate  oar  decision,  and  though  they 
kicked  at  first,  we  persuaded  them  by  reducing  their 
number  to  six  that  it  was  best  so.  Then  they  saw  it,  and 
I  took  the  dead  candidate's  place  by  right  of  conquest , 
tho'  I  suppose  you've  seen  all  this  iu  the  papers. 

The  river  comes  down  the  hills  back  of  the  township 
and  runs  through  the  valley  pretty  smart,  with  a  fairish 
lot  of  cover  around  it,  so  next  morning  the  seven  of  us 
left  the  bar  simultaneous  and  headed  for  the  water. 
First  come  me,  after  me  Bowie  Jack,  then  Swearing 
Hamuel,  followed  by  Peter  Mulvaney,  Gri/-zly  Joe,  Sly 
Pete,  and  Tom  Barker  last  of  all. 

They  were  all  loaded  witli  fi  hing  traps  except  Swearing 
Samuel  and  me  ;  we  only  had  sicks,  but  I  knew  Sammy 
wai  the  only  one  I'd  got  to  fear,  in  spite  of  his  lack  of 


baggage.  But  I  expect  you've  83en  all  this  in  the  papers, 
so  I'm  going  to  tell  yon  what  the  papers  left  out.  Having 
agreed  that  the  largest  catch  weighed-in  proclaimed  the 
winner,  we  went  off  singly,  all  keeping  well  apirt,  whilst 
I  took  good  care  to  go  farther  upstream  thin  the  rest ; 
then,  when  I  judged  they'd  have  started,  I  begins  to 
return  quiet  as  an  Injun,  an'  keeping  my  eyes  skinned. 
Pretty  soon  I  catches  sight  of  Bowie  Jack  casting  a  big 
net  hke  he'd  been  born  at  the  game.  When  he'd  hfaved 
a  tidy  heap  on  to  the  bank,  and  was  engaged  below  on 
another  oast,  I  unrolled  my  sack  and  scooped  the  lot.  Be 
couldn't  see  they  were  gone,  so  he  tossed  another  lot  over. 
I  took  them,  too,  and  moved  downstream. 

Swearing  Samuel  was  standing  on  a  bluff  with  his  arm 
up  in  the  air  ;  a  fish  leaped  on  the  far  side  of  the  stream 
when — "crack" — he  tumbled  back  stone  dead.  He  was 
a  pretty  shot,  there's  no  denying.  Directly  he  fired  he 
ran  down  to  the  shaUows  and  picked  up  the  fish.  But 
after  a  time  he  got  tired  of  that,  and  fixed  a  boom  across 
the  stream,  so  they'd  collect  against  it,  and  I  crawled 
down  and  cleared  it  for  him.  There  was  a  bend  between 
him  and  me,  so  he  never  saw  it.  Presently  down  came  a 
real  big  fish,  an'  whooping  after  it  came  Sam.  He  saw 
me  scooping  it  in. 

"  My  fish  !  "  says  he. 

"  'Sense  me  !  "  says  I. 

"Don't  mention  it!"  sez  he.  Bang!  I  just  ducked 
in  time,  and  then  exchanged  shots. 

I  left  Swearing  Samuel  without  a  swear  in  him,  bobbing 
against  his  own  boom,  and  I  shifted. 

Peter  Mulvaney  was  hard  at  work  with  a  spade  two 
miles  lower  down,  having  constructed  two  beautiful  dams. 
The  water  was  low  between  them,  so  he  was  getting 
ready  with  a  long  stick  to  take  the  collection.  A  love^ 
lot  of  fish  they  were,  and  he  harpooned  them  as  they 
wriggled  in  the  mud.  I'm  that  tired  of  bloodshed  I 
didn't  want  to  lay  him  out  if  I  could  get  the  fish  without 
so  I  lay  down  in  the  scrub  and  waited. 

Presently  something  came  bobbing  against  the  upper 
dam,  and  I  noticed  Swearing  Samuel  had  got  tired  of  his 
boom  and  was  travelling.  Mulvaney  saw  him  about  the 
sanie  minute,  and  hopped  out  in  a  hurry.  "  Snakes  ! ' 
said  he,  "the  boys  'H  say  I  shot  him  !"  and  he  made 
tracks.  He  was  a  clever  fisherman,  but  a  bit  of  a  fonk  was 
Peter.    I  finished  his  work  for  him,  and  moved  on. 

Owing  to  these  dams  the  river  was  running  sluggish 
bslow,  and  I  wasn't  much  surprised  at  seeing  Grizzly  Joe 
sitting  on  the  bank  thinking.  All  the  water  round  him 
was  whitish,  an'  heaps  of  fine  fish  were  coming  up  for  a 
breath  of  fresh  air.  They  couldn't  have  got  it,  for  they 
pretty  soon  turned  up  and  died  ;  then  Joe  stopped  medi 
tating  and  began  fishing. 

When  he'd  got  most  of  them  in  we  both  heard  an 
uncommon  loud  report,  deep  and  mufiled,  downstream 
somewhere  Joe  grabbed  out  his  shooting  iron  and  made 
ofi.  I  grabbed  his  fish  and  followed,  keeping  well  out  of 
sight  until  we'd  gone  about  a  mile,  where  Sly  Pete  was 
baling  them  out  by  dozens  with  a  long-poled  net. 

"  Hullo  Grizzly  !  "  said  he,  "  what  sport  ?  " 

"  Fair^^said  Joe,  suspicious  like;  what  bait  are  you 
usin'  ?  " 

"  Dynamite ;  what's  yours  ?  " 

"  Chloride  o'  lime  !  " 

"  Good  luck  to  yer." 

Off  went  Joe,  grinning,  whilst  I  sat  down  under  shelter 
to  wait  for  my  luck,  'cos  my  bag  was  getting  heavy,  and 
I  was  tired  a  bit  by  the  run.  Pete  had  ladled  out  the  last 
one,  and  was  moving  off  to  another  hole  (for  the  river 
wasn't  a  river  any  longer)  when  back  comes  Joe,  swearing 
hard. 

"  Someone's  stole  my  catch  !  " 

"  Yah  !  "  laughed  Pete. 

"Fact!"  said  Joe,  "You'd  batter  halve,"  and  he 
cocked  his  deringer  insinuatingly. 

It  was  done  beautiful !  Pete  had  his  hand  careless  like 
in  his  trouser  pocket,  and  had  his  shooter  in  it,  so  he  fired 
th  oagh  the  cloth  without  drawing.  It  caught  Joe  on  the 
forearm,  so  he  dropped  his  deringer  and  bolted,  with  Pete 
hard  after  him.  I  m  that  tired  of  bloodshed  I  only  stayed 
long  enough  to  feel  the  weight  of  his  catch,  then 
cleared. 

There  was  only  one  more  candidate,  Tom  Barker,  and 
hardly  liked  going  to  see  him  for  fear  he'd  have  some 
accident.    I  was  sorry  for  Tom  Barker,  for  he  never  even 
carried  a  knife,  being  of  a  reckless  turn  of  mind.    He  was 
trying  for  the  mayors  job  with  a  rod  and  line  !    I  alway 
did  pity  Tom,  but  I  felt  real  anxious  about  him  as  he 
stood  over  a  hole,  for  there  were  some  few  fish  in  a  net  on 
his  back  that  I  had  just  got  room  for  in  my  sack.  Any 
how,  I  waited  a  bit,  and  presen  ly  I  heard  a  sort  of 
rumble  up  the  valley,  and  it  grew  louder  and  louder 
nearer  and  nearer,  until  it  was  almost  on  top  of  us. 

"  That's  Peter  Mulvaney's  dam  ge  .o  and  bust !  "  said 
to  myself.  I  always  did  pity  Tom  Barker,  but  I  never  gd 
his  tish — they  went  with  him. 

Out  of  the  seven  candidates  only  three  weighed-up 
Bowie  Jack  had  a  hundredweight,  and  I  got  three  and 
half.    Sly  Pete  wanted  to  weigh-in  Grizzly  Joe,  who  h 
swore  he  caught  in  the  river,  but  his  claim  wasn't  allowed 
so  I  was  put  in  the  mayor's  office.    First  thing  I  did  was 
to  warn  Sly  Pete,  and  he  skipped.    I  haven't  seen  him 
since,  and  I  ain't  sorry,  for  I  never  hunkered  after  him 
and  I  am  that  tired  of  rows. 

I've  heard  folk  say  they  guossed  fishing  is  slow  work 
Why,  it's  the  highrst  flown  sport  I  ever  heard  tell  of. 
regular  cottoned  to  it,  but  I  ain't  going  to  risk  it  again. 

Of  course  you've  seun  in  the  papers  that  I  cauuht  the 
fish  like  poor  Tom  Barker.  Guess  you'd  better  beiieve  m 
version,  which  is  more  probable,  seeing  there  ain't  many 
spots  on. — Yours  truly,  Tom  Harker,  Mayor  of  Seven  Mile 
Level.  Kryi'Tos. 

Seven  Mile  Level,  Colorado  River, 
Colifotnia 


Jantjart  20,  1900] 
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Occasional  notes. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Centbal  Union  of  Friends  of  Angling 
IN  Beblin. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  society  on  Jan.  4  it  was 
announced  that  the  Rummelsburger  Lake  had 
again  Vjeen  rented  for  members,  and  that  angling 
permits  could  ?je  obtained  on  the  same  terms  as 
before.  The  question  of  stocking  the  lake  with 
rainbow  trout  was  considered.  The  annual 
reunir/n  and  smoking  concert  is  to  take  place  on 
March  24.  Our  Grerman  friends  are  going  ahead 
in  angling  as  well  as  in  other  matters. 


Fish  Culture  on  the  Continent. 
It  would  certainly  amply  repay  some  of  our 
enterprising  fish  breeders  if  they  made  the  tour 
of  some  of  the  more  important  of  the  Continental, 
and  especially  the  German,  fish  breeding  establish- 
ments. Our  fish  breeders  confine  their  attention 
almost  exclusively  to  the  Salmmnda;,  and  yet  there 
is  in  this  country  a  continual  demand  for  other 


fresh-water  fish  for  stocking  ponds,  lakes,  canals, 
and  rivers,  and  this  demand  is  only  met  to  a  very 
limited  extent  by  netting  fish  out  of  one  water  to 
put  them  in  another. 

There  is  a  great  opening  for  capital  and  enter- 
prise in  the  direction  of  supplying  fry  and  year- 
Ung  and  older  fish  of  perch,  tench,  golden  tench 
(almost  unknown  in  this  country),  carp,  bream, 
eels,  pike,  pike-perch,  huchen,  &c.  And  even 
among  the  Sahnonidx  we  can  learn  much  from 
Germany,  both  as  regards  different  kinds  and  the 
most  practical  methods  of  cultivating  them. 


Foster's  "  Acme  "  Fly  Lines. 

Many  years  ago  Messrs.  D.  and  W.  H.  Foster, 
of  Ashbourne,  sent  us  one  of  the  best  reel 
lines  for  trout  fishing  which  was  ever  threaded 
through  the  rings  of  a  fly  rod.  It  was  called  the 
"Acme  Line,"  and  contained,  worked  up  with 
the  silk,  a  fine  metal  thread,  as  could  easily 
be  seen  by  burning  an  inch,  when  the  silk  and 
dressing  were  destroyed,  leaving  the  metal 
thread.  "Whether  this  very  light  metal  thread 
had  any  virtue  in  it  or  not  we  cannot  say,  but 
the  "  Acme  "  of  that  early  day  was  certainly  a 
first-class  line — hard,  smooth,  and  springy,  and 
with  wonderful  wearing  qualities.  Then  in  some 
way  or  other  the  method  of  making  and  dressing 
the  line  was  altered,  and  very  much  for  the  worse. 
There  were  complaints  that  the  dressing  of  the 
line  caused  the  coils  to  stick  together,  and  that 
bits  of  the  wire  protruded  here  and  there,  so  that 
when  unwound  the  line  was  uneven,  rough,  and 
would  not  run  freely  through  the  rings.  This 
was  certainly  not  always  the  case,  but  there  was 
cause  for  complaint,  and  as  the  heavy,  tapered 
dry-fly  lines,  heavily  dressed,  came  into  fashion,  not 
so  much  was  heard  of  the  "  Acme."  We  have 
often  asked  Messrs.  Foster  if  they  could  not 
revert  to  the  original  method  of  manufacture,  and 
they  have  recently  sent  us  two  lines,  which  are  by 
far  the  best  we  have  seen  since  the  original  was 
so  favourably  noticed  by  the  F.  G.  and  the  Field 
This  1900  edition  of  the  "Acme  "  appears  to  be  in 
every  way  as  good  as  the  first  edition,  being  well 
made,  round,  smooth,  hard,  springy,  well  dressed, 
and  well  tapered. 

When  one  remembers  that  the  motion  imparted 
to  a  line  by  the  action  of  the  fly  rod  in  casting  is 
that  of  a  wave,  commencing  where  the  spring  of 
the  rod  commences,  and  going  on  through  it 
along  the  line,  it  seems  clear  in  theory  that  if  the 
line  is  hard  and  .springy  it  will  carry  out  the  wave 
action  more  quickly  and  for  a  greater  part  of  its 
length  than  a  soft,  flabby  line  will.  For  this 
reason  we  have  often  felt  that  there  is  something 
wanting  in  the  beautifully  soft,  heavily  dressed, 
india-rubber  like  modern  dry-fly  line,  and  have 
wished  to  have  again  aline  like  theoriginal  "Acme." 
And  if  the  1900  Acme  only  wears  like  that  did,  we 
shall  be  satisfied.  In  using  the  word  "springy" 
we  do  not  mean  like  elastic,  but  like  steel. 
The  hard,  wiry  line  will  cut  through  the  air  and 
the  wind  better  than  the  soft,  thickly  dressed  one, 
which  is  indeed  often  more  solid  oil  than  silk.  Of 
course,  the  hard  line  must  not  be  brittle  in  the 
dressing,  or  it  cracks  all  along  its  length,  and  is 
worse  than  a  plain  undressed  line.  A  good 
undressed  silk  line  fishes  better,  when  wet,  than  a 
badly  dressed  one.  Lines  were  made  waterproof 
originally  to  prevent  rotting,  not  to  assist  in 
casting.   

Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney,  U.S.  Fish  Commissioner 
for  the  State  of  New  York,  has  sent  us  a  copy  of 
the  new  Report,  which  from  a  hurried  glance 
seems  to  more  than  equal  the  admirable  volumes 
which  have  preceded  it.  The  coloured  and  other 
illustrations  make  the  volumes  of  the  N, Y .  Fish 
Commission  Report  valuable  prizes  to  all  col- 
lectors of  works  on  fish  and  fishing.  We  shall 
have  occasion  to  refer  to  this  one  again  presently. 


Otters  are  very  plentiful  in  many  parts  of  the 
Continent,  and  specially  strong  otter  traps  are 
adyertised  in  the  German  papers.  In  France, 
fish  poisoned  with  arsenic  is  used  as  a  bait  for 
otters  in  some  districts ;  rather  risky  one  would 
think. 


SonooL  Books,  Diotionarieb,  Ac,  inoluding  Mr.  Jackson  b 
Upright  Writing  Copy  Books,  In  English  and  other  Languages, 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dun- 
tan's  House,  Fatter-lane,  London.    Can  be  bad  on  application. 


SIR  REDVBRS   BULLER  AS  A 
FISHERMAN. 


Sir  Redvees  has  the  reputation  of  being  a 
glutton  for  work  in  and  out  of  season.  But  this 
legend  he  repels,  and  to  people  who  reproach  him 
with  it  he  is  in  the  habit  of  saying,  "  I  do  not 
slave  half  as  much  at  my  work  as  you  do  at  your 
play  " : 

"  With  this  intense  concentration  on  his 
business,  he  yet  is  delightfully  lazy.  '  Oh  ! '  he 
said  only  the  other  day,  '  I  can  loaf,  on  occasion, 
with  the  best  of  you.  It  is  sometimes  noticed 
that  after  a  spell  of  exceptionally  heavy  responsi- 
bility Sir  Reavers  Buller  is  entirely  lazy  for  a  little 
while,  sitting  gazing  into  the  fire  in  winter  or 
lying  on  the  grass  in  summer.  But  these  intervals 
never  last  long.  He  has  lately  become  a  fisher- 
man, and  after  his  close  work  at  the  War  Office  a 
year  or  two  ago,  he  gave  himself  up  keenly  to 
salmon  fishing  in  Sutherlandshire,  and  talks  of 
returning  to  it  season  by  season." 

The  physical  endurance  of  Sir  Redyers  is 
proverbial,  and  at  sixty -one  he  has  both  in  body 
and  mind  all  the  elasticity  of  youth. 


JOHN  G.  MORTEN. 


"  Friend  after  friend  departs,"  and  when  the 
friend  has  been  a  true  and  genial  sportsman  his 
loss  casts  a  shade  of  sadness  over  the  outlook  of 
those  who  have  known  him,  redeemed,  it  is  true, 
by  pleasant  memories  of  days  by  the  salmon  and 
trout  river  and  enchanting  evenings  spent  in  his 
company. 

It  was  but  a  week  or  so  before  Christmas  that  a 
knock  at  the  door  of  my  sanctum  and  a  cheery 
"  Can  I  come  in  ?  "  told  me  that  the  question 
would  be  instantly  followed  by  the  handsome  face 
and  figure  of  my  friend  Morten,  as  true  and  keen 
and  clever  a  sportsman  with  rod  and  g\m  as  one 
could  wish  to  meet.  Having  known  him  for  many 
years,  I  feel  I  must  add  a  few  notes  to  the  kindly 
tribute  to  his  memory  by  the  "  Amateur  Angler," 
published  in  the  F.  0.  of  Jan.  6,  for  my  father, 
the  "  A.  A.,"  and  I  had  come  to  look  upon  a  few 
days  in  Morten's  company  as  among  the  best  each 
fishing  season  could  offer  us.  Seemingly  in  the 
best  of  health,  as  usual,  my  friend  had  called  to 
ask  me  to  help  him  to  get  a  keeper  for  a  stretch 
of  water  he  had  taken  on  the  Avon,  which  he 
hoped  to  fish  for  the  fiirst  time  this  season.  Then 
I  had  a  letter  from  him  saying  he  had  seen  my 
advertisement  for  some  large  trout  in  the  F.  G., 
and  asking  me  to  let  him  know  if  I  heard  of  more 
than  I  wanted.  It  was,  indeed,  sadly  startling  to 
hear,  but  a  few  days  after,  from  his  daughter  that 
he  had  passed  away  in  his  sleep  on  New  Year's 
Day ;  his  Fishing  Gazette  was  the  last  thing  he 
read  before  going  to  rest. 

It  was  when  staying  with  him  and  William 
Black  at  Langwell  Lodge,  on  that  lovely  salmon 
river,  the  Oykel,  that  I  persuaded  Morten  to 
write  an  account  of  his  sporting  experiences. 
After  our  day's  salmon  fishing  we  sat  round  a 
great  peat  fire  in  the  smoking-room,  talking  over 
the  adventures  of  the  day,  of  the  prospects  for 
the  morrow,  and  telling  fishermen's  tales;  and 
one  evening  I  said  :  "  Morten,  why  don't  you  write 
a  book  ?  "  "  Will  you  publish  it  ?  "  was  Morten's 
half  serious,  half  bantering  reply.  "Certainly; 
and  I  will  give  you  £50  on  account  of  a  royalty," 
I  said,  to  show  him  I  was  in  earnest.  Black  urged 
him  to  accept,  and  eventually  he  said  he  would. 
It  was  perfectly  delightful  to  sit  and  listen  to 
Black  or  Morten  recounting  some  well  remembered 
angling,  or  shooting,  or  yachting  experience,  and 
when  Morten  asked  me  what  sort  of  a  book  I 
expected  from  him,  I  said  all  he  had  to  do  was 
to  write  his  experiences  exactly  as  he  told  them. 
He  began,  and  finished  six  chapters,  and  then  we 
could  never  get  him  to  do  any  more.  Those  six 
chapters  he  gave  me  to  publish  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  where  they  appeared  under  the  title 
"  Notes  of  a  Sportsman  "  in  June  and  July,  1897. 
I  have  taken  almost  at  random  a  few  extracts 
from  this  commencement  of  what  would  have 
been  a  delightful  book. 

From  Chapter  I.— "Early  Days." 

"  Born  and  bred  among  the  hills  and  beech  woods  of 
Backinghamsfaire,  the  whole  joy  of  my  boyish  days  was  in 
sport.  It  was  not  inherited,  uoless  it  were  from  my 
maternal  nnole,  and  an  aooident  had  left  him  incapable  of 
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active  exercise,  and  had  caused  his  gun  to  repose  in  the 
rack  over  the  kitchen  fireplace.  Curious  specimens  of 
fire-arms  ornamented  that  kitchen  :  long  barrelled,  single, 
flint-lock  guns  ;  horBe  pistols,  pccket  pistols,  a  constable's 
stafi,  gorgeously  painted  with  the  Royal  Arms.  In  front 
of  this  kitchen  fire  we  sat  at  night  after  the  servants  had 
gone  to  bed,  and  my  uncle  discoursed  over  his  pipe  and 
tumbler  on  partridges,  hares,  and  the  repeal  of  corn  duties. 
How  well  he  shot  as  he  sat  by  the  fire.  What  averages  he 
made.  It  is  a  way  we  all  have  when  we  grow  old.  We 
remember  only  our  successes,  while  our  failures  have  been 
passed  cheerfully  into  oblivion. 

»  *  #  #  ♦ 

"  Those  early  days  come  back  to  me  now,  bearing  no 
memories  but  those  of  peace  and  happiness.  The  beech 
woods  in  October,  with  their  golden  tints ;  the  sough  of 
the  wind  through  their  tall  tops,  and  the  thick  carpet  of 
brown  leaves  under  foot.  The  sound  was  as  the  sound  of 
the  sea.  The  gleam  of  sunlight  through  the  leafy  boughs 
fell  on  the  carpet  below  like  molten  gold,  and  not  a  hare, 
rabbit,  or  pheasant  could  move  but  the  rustle  of  dead 
foliage  told  the  tale. 

#  *  «  #  # 

"  Such  was  the  school  in  which,  with  Dick's  assistance 
in  the  field,  and  with  my  uncle's  lectures  over  his  pipe,  I 
was  reared  to  the  knowledge  of  sport  in  a  southern  English 
county.  It  was  a  lonely  life,  and  loneliness  was  a  great 
charm.  There  was  none  to  hurry  me  if  I  oared  to  lie  and 
watch  bird  or  beast ;  there  was  none  to  expostulate  with 
me  if  I  sacrificed  dinner  to  obtain  a  couple  of  young 
rabbits  at  feeding  time ;  there  was  none,  moreover,  to 
interrupt  my  boyish  dreams  of  the  future,  and  they  were 
golden  dreams  that  I  dreimed  in  thcsj  broad  woodlands 
on  those  sunny  days.  Have  they  come  true?  Well, 
some  of  them  have.  Such  as  I  am  concerned  with  here 
have  mostly  come  true.  My  shoulders  have  rested  on  the 
back  of  the  fallen  stag,  as  I  watched  with  my  glass  the 
retreating  herd,  and  smoked  the  pipe  of  contentment. 
The  salmon  has  leapt — a  vision  of  gold  and  silver — at  the 
end  of  my  line,  and  these  things  formed  no  small  part  of 
my  dreams.  For  the  rest,  unhappy  would  be  the  boyhood 
that  only  imagined  a  future  that  could  come  true.  That 
boy  will  turn  out  a  poor  creature  who  has  not  conquered 
kingdoms,  and  ruled  them  beneficently,  won  the  love  of 
some  Helen  of  Troy,  and  lived  a  demi-god  in  his  castle  in 
the  air." 

*  #  *  *  « 

From  Chaptee  II.—"  Salmon  Fishing  on  the 
Oykel." 

"  Rather  a  trying  cast  is  this  to  giddy  heid  and  weak 
nerves.  Standing  high  up  on  the  bank  above  the  edge  of 
the  fall,  with  the  surging,  rushing  water  20ft.  below  one, 
and  behind,  the  back  rising  still  higher,  with  here  and 
there  a  birch  tree  convenient  for  catching  one's  fly  in  the 
backward  cast,  necessitating  a  vertical  recovery  of  the  fly 
from  the  water,  and  a  corresponding  horizontal  return  of 
it  to  the  pool,  the  sensation  suggests  an  inevitable  throwing 
of  oneself  headlong  into  the  boiling  cauldron.  It  is  nearly 
round,  and  of  great  depth.  Except  where  the  fall  comes 
below  one's  feet  the  pool  is  still  and  clear,  and  the  water 
steals  out  of  it  into  the  big  EnigPool  below  through  three 
openings,  with  a  drop  of  about  2ft.  Fish  are  ali^ays  restless 
in  the  Falls  Pool,  seeming  to  wander  round  and  round. 
It  will  not  fish  when  the  water  is  high.  Several  casts  are 
made  before  line  enough  is  got  out  to  reach  the  water.  At 
length  a  small  Bishop  is  searching  the  middle  of  the  pool. 
The  fly  is  distinctly  visible  from  where  one  stands,  going 
this  way  and  that  as  the  rougher  water  on  the  near  side 
plays  upon  the  line.  The  fly  looks  irresistible,  so  natural 
and  lifelike  are  its  moTements,  but  there  is  no  sign  of  a 
fish.  Further  and  further  the  oasts  are  made.  Another 
5yds.  must  be  got  out  to  reach  where,  under  the  opposite 
bank,  the  water  flows  out.  Colin  puts  a  steadying 
band  upon  my  shoulder ;  the  whole  pool  has  been 
covered ;  the  eddies  have  carried  the  fly  into  every 
comer,  and  gently  I  wind  up  my  line,  with  an  occa- 
sional pause  to  watch  the  working  of  the  lure.  It  is 
just  coming  into  the  foam  of  the  fall,  when  slowly,  oh  ! 
how  slowly  the  strong  nerves  of  a  fisherman  only  know, 
I  see  a  fixh  come  out  of  the  depths.  I  see  him  open  his 
mouth  and  tarn  sharply  down,  leaving  a  boil  from  his  tail 
ua  he  darts  toward  the  bottom.  A  tightening  of  the  line 
and  the  hook  is  firmly  fiied.  Now  ia  the  joyouaquarter  of 
an  boar.  The  perfection  of  sweet  and  bitter.  The  fear 
that  gives  joy  to  hope,  and  the  hope  th it  casta  out  the 
fear.  Two  or  three  rushes  across  the  pool,  and  the  fish 
settlea  down  to  a  steady  fight  in  the  calm  water.  Far 
down  in  the  depths  one  CbU  see  him,  head  down,  tail  up, 
almost  parallel  with  the  line,  boring  and  ragging  viciously. 
His  sides  look  fitrangoly  spotted,  aeen  through  the  water. 
Sow  he  saddenly  comes  to  the  top,  and  laahing  with  hia 
tail,  hia  sidea  no  longer  spotted,  bat  gleaming  like  gold  in 
t  he  light.    It  ia  a  moment  of  anxiety,  but  the  bold  of  the 


small  hook  is  good,  and  down  into  the  depths  he  sinks.  A 

little  more  pressure  from  the  rod  brings  him  near  to  the 

surface  again  ;  he  grows  weak,  and  Colin,  who  has  stolen 

down  to  the  rocks  below,  quickly  brings  him  to  bank; 

111b. ;  small  head  ;  deep  shoulder  ;  and  the  sea  lice  upon 

him  have  not  yet  lost  their  long  thread-like  tails.    '  Not 

four-and-twenty  hours  from  the  sea,'  says  Colin,  and  he 

adds,  *  An  Enig  fish  is  the  prettiest  fish  that  comes  out  of 

the  sea.'  " 

*  »  «  «  * 

From  Chaftkr  VI.—"  Teout  Fishins." 
"  When  the  eager  fire  of  hot  youth  is  quenched,  and  a 
hill  is  something  to  be  looked  at  rather  than  to  be 
cherished,  then  the  gentle  charm  of  trojit  fishing  holds  us 
with  a  loving  hand.  From  morn  to  evening  twilight  we 
inger  in  the  summer  air  beside  the  stream,  alive  to  the 
varied  sight  and  sound  of  bird  and  beast  and  fish.  The 
water  rat  is  our  ever  present  companion.  An  animal  not 
to  be  confounded  with  the  loathsome  Hanoverian  rat,  but 
of  the  beaver  species,  with  long  dark  fur  and  short  bushy 


that  I  have  eyes  or  thought  for  nothing  but  the  trout. 
Many  and  great  are  the  joys  of  fly  fishing,  and  none 
greater  than  throwing  the  dry  fly  over  a  rising  fish.  The 
tiniest  fly  looks  big  when,  perfectly  dry,  it  floats  on  the 
top  of  the  water.  Cast  it  with  a  long  line  from  below,  so 
that  it  falls,  like  wind  borne  thistledown,  2ft.  above  that 
rising  fish.  See,  '  it  sits  the  water  like  a  thing  of  life  ! ' 
Now  is  the  moment  of  excitement,  aa  the  stream  takes  it 
over  the  fish.  Will  he  rise  to  it?  Out  comes  a  black 
head.  Just  a  turn  of  the  wrist.  No  striking  here,  for 
the  fish  are  heavy  and  the  gut  the  finest  undrawn." 

These  short  extracts  show  what  a  true  ring 
there  was  in  the  author's  descriptions  of  sport  and 
nature,  and  will  recall  to  those  who  knew  him 
pleasant  memories  of  times  by  loch  and  river,  in 
the  fishing  hut,  in  the  smoking-room,  when  we 
listened  to  some  story  full  of  quiet  humour,  some 
vivid  picture  of  country  life  and  sport.  Never 
shall  I  forget  how  quickly  the  time  went  one 
glorious  summer  Sunday,  when,  sitting  with  him 


Thk  latr  John  G.  Morten. 


tail.  See  the  holes  in  the  opposite  bank.  Lean  on  this 
rail,  and  keep  quite  still.  Now  draw  the  breath  through 
the  upper  teeth  sharply.  The  sound  made  is  not  describable, 
but  it  is  quickly  answered,  and  at  the  mouth  of  one  of  the 
holes  the  rat  tits  looking  about  him  for  the  caller.  Watch 
him  as  he  nibbles  the  weeds  above  the  hole,  and  then 
washes  his  head  with  his  dainty  paws.  Now  he  swims  out 
to  the  middle  of  the  stream,  where  long  water  weeds  are 
trailing,  cuts  off  a  bit  three  times  the  length  of  his  body, 
and  tows  it  into  his  houae.  He  has  a  family  to  feed  in 
there.  Here  comes  a  rival  fisherman,  one  whose  stroke 
aeems  to  me  never  to  fail.  He  ilashea  by,  a  streak  of  blue 
and  gold  in  the  sunlight.  He  stops  perched  on  a  dead 
bough  above  the  margin  of  the  water,  where  it  is  shallow 
above  a  gravel  bottom.  Here  the  minnows  congregate. 
Like  a  stone  be  falls  into  the  water,  then  back  to  his 
bough,  with  a  minnow  held  crossways  in  his  long,  sharp 
bill.  A  quick  look  round;  then  he  throws  hia  head  up- 
ward, and  the  fish  is  a  wallowed. 

«■»»#• 
"  These  and  many  other  things  we  watch  when  the  fish 
are  not  feeding;  but  with  the  rise  on,  I,  for  one,  oonfesa 


in  the  shade  of  Stonehenge,  he  told  me  of  his 
sport  with  rod  and  gun  in  Scotland,  in  the  Black 
Forest,  in  Ireland,  and  in  the  Avon,  on  his 
favourite  Amesbury  water.  Although  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  which 
he  joined  with  his  angling  friends — Black, 
Orchardson,  St.  Quintin,  Pettie,  and  Colin 
Hunter — he  rarely  attended,  except  at  the  annua  1 
dinners,  for  when  not  away  fishing  he  preferred 
the  attractions  of  home  and  his  fine  library  in  his 
charming  house  overlooking  the  Thames  at 
Richmond. 

As  a  salmon  and  trout  fly-fisherman  Morten 
was  first  rate ;  he  was  also  a  good  shot,  and 
absolutely  unselfish.  A  most  able  man  of 
business,  inspiring  full  confidence  in  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact,  it  was  owing  chiefly  to 
his  exertions  that  Banstead  Downs  were  saved  to 
the  public — a  most  important  service,  which  was 
fully  acknowledged  by  the  Timen  in  an  article  on 
the  legal  questions  raised  in  the  case.  As  it  was 
through  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  I  many  years 
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ago  made  his  acquaintance,  to  it  I  owe  many 
delightful  days  and  evenings  with  him  and  the 
"  A.  A.,''  and  the  Saint,  and  the  Professor,  so  in 
it  I  feel  sure  I  may  express  on  behalf  of  all  who 
knew  him  our  sympathy  with  his  widow  and 
family  in  their  and  our  great  loss.  Anglers  and 
other  sportsmen  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
Highland  ghillies  and  Lowland  keepers,  and 
many  others,  will  feel  they  have  lost  a  friend,  a 
manly,  proud,  outspoken,  and  yet  gentle  and 
generous  Englishman.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


A  TERRIBLE  TARN  IN  YORK- 
SHIRE. 


There  is  a  village  at  the  foot  of  the  famous 
Hambleton  Hills,  in  Yorkshire,  called  Sutton- 
under-Whitestone-Cliff.  It  is  a  most  happy 
village,  too,  especially  when  the  orchards  are  in 
bloom,  the  lime-burners  at  work  earning,  and  no 
Pancks  pressing  for  arrears. 

Gifford  Hall — a  veritable  Mark  Twain  and 
CutclifEe  Hyne  of  experience — lived  here  up  to 
recently,  and  here  he  has  entertained  Morley 
Roberts,  if  not  Oswald  Grawfurd  also.  About 
midway  between  Sutton  and  the  colossal  White 
Horse  of  Kilbum,  which  adorns  Rowlston  Scar, 
there  is  the  very  much  concealed  Gormire  Tarn. 
Its  etymology  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
explained  up  to  the  present  date,  but  a  local 
roadsman,  named  Kettle  well,  used  to  say  that 
Gormire  Tarn  was  a  fancy  new  name  for  Ghoul- 
mere  Lake.  There  are  larger  sheets  of  water  in 
the  county — aye,  and  prettier  sheets,  too — but  not 
even  the  genius  of  Jessie  FothergUl  in  "  Kith  and 
Kin "  has  invested  her  beloved  Semerwater,  in 
Wensleydale,  with  one  half  the  mystic  interest 
that  the  sight  of  Gormire  awakens.  The  tarn 
(which  has  supplied  excellent  table  fish  to  the 
monastic  institutions  of  Byland  and  Newburgh) 
covers  some  twenty  acres,  being  close  on  a  mile  in 
circumference,  and  shaped,  apparently,  quite 
circular,  but  in  reality  more  like  a  shoulder  of 
mutton.  Seen  from  the  crest  of  the  hills,  over 
500ft.  above,  it  resembles  nothing  so  much  as 
a  small  duck  pond,  or  a  bowl  filled  with 
translucent  nectar,  and  the  shape  of  the 
hollow  in  which  it  lies  has  been  likened  to 
the  crater  of  a  depressed  volcano.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  hollow  has  been  formed  by  a 
slip  of  the  lower  oolite  at  a  period  quite  recent 
from  a  geological  point  of  view.  Oppressive 
beyond  measure  to  many  persons  would  be  the 
seclusion  of  this  haunted  spot,  for  Gormire's 
western  confine  is  a  lofty  ridge  of  arenaceous 
formation,  and  a  barrier  to  another  world  of 
freedom  sweeps  along  the  east  in  the  shape 
of  an  escarpment  covered  with  scroggs  and 
rocks. 

Yorkshire  has  its  "  bottomless  lake  "  in  Gormire 
Tarn,  and  its  "  evil  lake  "  in  Randay  Mere,  once 
noted  for  its  breed  of  fine  medicinal  leeches,  but  now 
for  the  pure  water  which  it  provides  in  the  capacity 
of  reservoir  to  Whitby  visitors.  Of  Gormire's 
bottomlessness,  more  hereafter.  Its  waters  team 
with  perch,  crayfish,  roach,  dace,  and  carp.  This 
is  the  place  for  rising  Waltonians  to  be  initiated 
into  the  angling  mysteries  on  those  golden 
evenings  when  the  bold  perch  show  their  noses 
above  the  water  like  the  fishes  that  listened  to 
St.  Anthony's  sermon.  Grave  stories  are  told  of 
the  voracious  monsters  that  inhabit  the  deeps  of 
this  tarn.  There  is  nothing  funny  about  the  fact 
that  pike  of  dimensions  simply  enormous  are 
spoken  of  with  fear  and  trembling,  that  Thirsk 
and  Helmsley  tradesmen  have  disappeared  without 
taking  leave  of  their  creditors,  and  that  visitors  to 
the  inn  at  Sutton  have  vanished  without  returning 
to  claim  their  empty  panniers,  all  of  whom  are 
said  to  have  found  a  last  abiding  place  in  the 
capacious  pouch  of  some  finny  denizen  of  the  tarn. 
The  coot  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  watched 
Gormire,  though  it  does  nearly  all  its  swimming 
and  diving  by  twilight,  hiding  itself  by  daylight 
among  the  tasselled  reeds. 

To-day  one  might  think  it  heavenly  to  be 
pulling  an  oar  or  floating  lazily  on  the  tranquil 
bosom  of  this  secluded  crater-like  basin.  Of 
course,  a  boat  could  be  found  only  with  difficulty, 
but  say  that  one  could  be  found  what  horrible 
risks  should  I  run.  For  Gormire  has  its  profound 
mysteries,  which  are  calculated  to  surpass  the 
understanding  of  the  most  erudite  professor  you 


should  care  to  send.  Sometimes  head-like  clouds, 
as  grave  as  the  Sphinx,  creep  out  of  the  sky, 
mysterious  breezes  whirl  round  these  confining 
hiUs,  and  the  enveloping  shadows  have  stealth  in 
their  advance;  then  Gormire  is  eerie,  indeed — 
another  Wastwater,  as  it  has  been  seen  at  the 
Royal  Academy.  It  may  not  be  irrelevant  to 
remark  here  that  in  New  Zealand,  thirty  miles 
from  the  Bay  of  Plenty,  North  Island,  there  is 
probably  the  most  awful  lake  in  the  world. 
Though  covering  only  fifty  acres  of  ground,  and 
in  depth  scarcely  more  than  12ft.,  this  lake  is  yet 
more  horrible  than  the  rivers  of  Lethe  and  Styx. 
The  water  itself  is  never  transparent,  but  greeny 
yellow.  It  boils  like  a  cauldron,  and  keeps  up  a 
perpetually  deafening  roar  with  the  steam  from 
the  surrounding  blow-holes.  Explorers  who  have 
crossed  the  lake  bring  no  tradition  about  its 
finny  denizens,  for  no  chimera,  armadillo,  or 
salamander  could  exist  there.  The  upsetting  of 
the  boat  would  mean  instantaneous  death  to  the 
explorer,  and  within  a  few  hours  his  body  would 
be  absolutely  destroyed  by  the  hydrochloric  acid. 
A  boat  drops  to  pieces  under  the  corrosive  action 
of  this  acid  if  used  two  or  three  times.  These 
are  realities  which  pale  the  traditional  terrors  of 
cities  buried  under  Lakes  Semerwater  and  Gor- 
mire, in  Yorkshire,  as  seen  by  anglers  while 
dozing  in  their  cockboat. 

A  certain  angler  who  once  resolved  to  fish 
Gormire  from  a  boat  tells  how,  when  he  had 
drifted  towards  the  middle,  an  unaccountable  fit 
of  shivering  came  over  him,  and  he  was  con- 
strained to  return  at  once  to  the  shore.  This  is 
no  old  angler's  tale  concocted  for  the  benefit  of 
the  piscatorial  people  at  the  village  inn,  but  a 
pure  and  simple  fact,  perhaps  to  be  accounted  for 
scientifically.  May  there  not  just  possibly  be 
somewhere  in  the  centre  of  the  tarn  a  miniature 
maelstrom,  which  causes  a  vermicular  agitation  of 
the  boat,  powerful  enough  to  tell  directly  on  the 
nerves  of  its  occupant?  It  has  for  long  been 
said  that  the  tarn  is  charged  with  a  magnetic 
current,  always  felt  by  those  who  try  to  swim 
across  it,  and  the  Captain  Webbs  of  swimming 
romance  who  have  tackled  Gormire  are  credited 
with  having  said  that  they  only  achieved  their 
task  with  difficulty,  simple  as  it  would  seem,  but 
the  exact  nature  of  the  sinister  power  they  had 
to  contend  against  remains  quite  unexplained. 

Another  startling  fact  I  heard  vouched  for  only 
the  other  week  by  an  old  native  of  the  district 
who  has  often  fished  the  tarn  from  a  boat,  is  that 
an  ordinary  brick,  tied  to  a  line,  will  go  to  the 
bottom  of  the  tarn  in  any  part  you  like  to  try 
except  one,  and  there  the  line  falls  slack  at  about 
15ft.,  certainly  before  the  brick  has  plumbed  its 
depth.  This  report  is  not  to  be  laughed  at,  far- 
fetched as  may  seem  the  only  feasible  theory 
which  makes  for  the  solution  of  such  an  extra- 
ordinary fact.  It  may  be  that  one  of  the  spring 
supplies  of  the  tarn  bursts  out  of  its  bed  with 
the  pressure  of  a  powerful  hydrant,  and  thus 
holds  the  porous  brick  in  suspension  between  the 
stiU  waters  and  the  columnar  outburst  at  the 
very  spot  where  an  under-current  enforces  its 
distribution. 

Various  attempts  have,  it  is  said,  been  made  to 
fathom  the  centre  of  the  tarn — so  far  without 
success.  The  farmer's  wife  at  the  adjoining  Rigg 
House  told  me  that  it  never  had  been  bottomed, 
for  it  had  no  bottom.  Such  a  unique  tarn 
deserves  to  find  its  way  into  metrical  romance. 
No  wonder  tradition  has  demonstrated  that  the 
waters  could  never  be  dried  up.  The  following 
distich  used  to  be  in  the  mouths  of  the  country- 
folk : 

When  Gormire  riggs  shall  be  covered  with  hay 
The  White  Mare  o'  Whiaeun-cliff  will  bear  it  away. 

But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Gormire,  like  all  other 
lakes  in  the  United  Kingdom,  has  actually  been 
fathomed,  and  may  easily  be  re-fathomed  by 
either  the  new  or  old  method.  The  depth  in  the 
deepest  part  is  only  27ft. 

Limpid  as  the  waters  are,  there  is  no  regular 
supply,  except  from  invisible  springs  and  the 
mere  runnels  of  the  hill  bank;  and  the  only 
outlet  is  a  swallow-hole  on  the  Whitestone  Cliff 
side,  though  this  is  never  flooded  except  when 
the  tarn  is  dispersing  heavy  rains.  Gormire  is, 
therefore,  chiefly  maintained  by  rain,  and  drained 
by  evaporation.  Whether  any  of  the  water  gets 
secretly  away  to  supply  some  of  those  copious 
springs  near  the  Hood  Grange  Hermitage  js  a 


question.  Tradition  says  a  subterranean  water 
passage  penetrates  the  hills,  and  that  a  stream 
from  Gormire  emerges  into  the  light  near  Col'l 
Kirkby,  some  three  miles  distant.  The  grand- 
dames  solemnly  inform  the  rising  generation 
that  a  goose  once  penetrated  this  mysterious 
channel,  and  emerged  some  days  later  at  Cold 
Kirby,  stripped  of  all  its  feathers. 

There  is  a  legend  which  corresponds  with  that 
of  Semerwater,  only  the  city  or  populous  town- 
name  quite  unknown — which  stood  in  the  depres- 
sion and  on  its  acclivities  was  destroyed  by  an 
earthquake.  In  one  moment,  by  a  terrific  convul- 
sion of  the  earth,  when  the  overtopping  heights 
seemed  as  though  they  would  come  crashing 
bodily  down,  here  the  earth  melted  away  into  an 
abyss,  and  the  entire  city  sank  with  it.  Soon,  a 
body  of  water,  unfathomable  and  bottomless 
(please  to  remember  the  27ft.),  rolled  over  the 
spot ;  though,  in  spite  of  this  marvellous  condi- 
tion of  the  lake,  it  is  averred  that  the  spires  of 
the  churches,  and  even  the  chimneys  of  the 
houses,  are  revealed  to  the  eyes  of  the  daring  one 
who  takes  a  boat  to  the  centre.  Dickens,  in  his 
"Pictures  from  Italy,"  says  this  legend  is 
common  to  many  parts  of  the  world. 

What  foundation  can  there  possibly  be  for  such 
a  pot-house  and  grandmother's-lap  tale  as  this  ? 
Why  is  the  name  of  the  city  withheld,  and  the 
time  when  it  disappeared  utterly  ignored  ?  It  is 
quite  inexcusably  passed  over  by  the  monkish 
chroniclers  and  modern  topographers.  At  one 
time  a  few  modem  huts  may  have  rejoiced  in  this 
sheltered  situation.  The  rocks  above  may  have 
toppled  during  a  storm,  and  a  sudden  burst  of 
wind  may  have  hurled  one  or  two  of  the  dwellings 
into  the  present  tarn's  predecessor  at  a  moment 
when  it  happened  to  be  surcharged.  It  is  no 
difficult  thing  for  a  good  imagination  to  exagge- 
rate the  gust  of  a  storm,  when  rocks  are  set 
rolling,  into  an  earthquake ;  and  a  few  wood  huts 
are  easily  converted  into  a  city  with  palaces  and 
temples. 

Whitestone  Cliff  has  from  time  immemorial 
been  known  to  the  country  folk  as  White  Mare 
Crag,  from  the  legend  that  "  once  on  a  time  "  an 
unruly  white  mare  was  being  put  through  her 
paces  on  the  Hambleton  Downs  above,  when 
suddenly  she  turned  on  her  trainer  and  tried  to 
throw  him ;  but  as  the  man  gripped  her  sides  so 
much  the  tighter,  she  fled  with  him,  snorting  fire ;  nor 
did  she  mind  the  jeopardous  edge  of  the  cliff,  but 
overran  it  out  of  revenge,  and  so  was  precipitated, 
along  with  her  rider,  into  Gormire  Tarn,  fathoms 
below,  in  whose  waters  they  bothatonce  disappeared 
never  to  rise  again.  Some  such  fatality  as  this 
may  have  taken  place ;  but,  as  has  been  suggested, 
it  is  more  probable  that  the  name  White  Mare 
Cliff  was  bestowed  in  consequence  of  a  fancied 
resemblance,  if  not  actual  similitude,  in  the  face 
of  the  cliff  to  a  well-known  object  of  British 
idolatrous  worship,  such  as  that  which  gave  a 
name  to  the  Vale  of  the  White  Horse  in  Berk- 
shire. The  old  Yorkshire  legend  must  have  done 
good  service  for  a  century  or  two,  and  it  has  been 
told  and  retold  in  pot-house  and  in  local  prints, 
with  ample  additions  and  subtractions,  a  thousand 
times  since  Queen  Victoria  ascended  the  throne. 
The  spectral  mare  and  rider  aie  accredited  with 
reappearing  periodically  and  performing  the  same 
leap,  fatal  and  yet  not  fatal ;  and  the  limestone 
White  Horse  of  Kilburn,  which  never  gets  any 
nearer  the  edge  of  Roulston  Scar,  helps  to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  the  white  mare's  original 
leap. 

No  doubt  many  of  the  foregoing  traditions 
show  genius  on  the  part  of  their  originators.  My 
own  experience  in  all  parts  of  the  county,  after 
sojourning  with  the  natives,  is  that  they  are  not  so 
ignorant  and  superstitious  as  they  are  constantly 
represented  to  be.  They  will  often  teU  the  smart 
tourist  (who,  of  course,  does  not  understand 
them)  that  their  lake  has  never  been  plumbed, 
and  if  they  see  him  "  putting  it  down  "  they  will 
become  more  waggish  still.  It  is  not  fair,  how- 
ever, to  make  the  tale  of  a  bottomless  lake  go 
seriously  round  to  their  discredit,  or  savages  in 
De  Rougemont's  country  will  be  contending  that 
England  is  farther  behindhand  in  civilisation 
than  mid- Australia.  It  seems  to  me  that  legends 
of  this  kind — eke  all  those  sad  affairs  about  sweet 
Semerwater — are  merely  perpetuated  on  the 
strength  of  what  was  believed  in  by  a  few  folk 
hundreds  of  years  ago. 

Hakwood  Brierlet. 
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CEUST  FISHING. 


In  his  most  excellent  book  on  angling, 
Francis  Francis  truly  says  that  roach  fishing,  in 
ordtr  to  be  successful,  requires  '■  the  exercise  of 
much  skiU,  patience,  quickness  of  apprehension, 
and  ingenuity,  combined  with  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  habits  of  the  fish."  To  this  may  be 
tacked  on — the  selection  of  the  proper  bait, 
according  to  the  time  of  year  when  all  these  neces- 
sary qualities  are  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
negotiation  of  this  highly  prized  and  greatly 
fancied  denizen  of  om-  waters. 

Amongst  the  numerous  baits  favoured  by 
southern  anglers,  bread  crust  is  first  in  the  field, 
both  as  regards  ease  of  preparation,  and,  what  is 
more  to  the  point,  killing  powers.  If  a  daintily 
cut  cube  will  not  tempt  roach,  nothing  else,  in 
nine  cases  out  of  ten,  will  bring  them  up  to  the 
scratch.  Many  able  roach  fishermen,  indeed, 
consider  their  preparations  for  a  day's  outing  com- 
plete when  armed  with  a  box  of  cubes  and  a  supply 
of  ground-bait,  and  if  they  do  not  score  it  may 
generally  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  fish  were 
JEasting,  and  were  not  to  be  enticed  by  any  lure  in 
the  whole  list  of  roach  baits.  I  do  not  contend 
that  roach,  when  they  are  well  on  the  feed,  will 
take  crust  in  preference  to,  say,  gentles,  but  my 
own  experience  goes  to  show  that  when  both  baits 
are  taken  freely  in  any  given  river  the  largest 
specimens  and  the  heaviest  bags  usually  fall  to 
crust. 

But  in  order  to  use  crust  with  a  maximum  of 
profit  some  little  attention  should  be  paid  to 
making  the  ground-bait  to  be  employed  with  it,  and 
also  to  the  cubes  themselves.  It  is  easy  to  soak  a 
loaf,  squeeze  out  the  water,  and  incorporate  bran 
with  it ;  but  how  few  persons  peform  this  simple 
operation  satisfactorily  ?  If  large,  ragged  pieces 
of  bread  stick  out  from  the  ground-bait  and  go 
waltzing  down  on  the  surface  of  the  stream,  one 
may  safely  assume  that  the  mixture  is  not  a 
success.  The  soaked  bread,  after  the  superfluous 
moisture  has  been  got  rid  of,  should  be  well  mixed 
by  itself  until  it  becomes  a  mass  of  pulp,  and  the 
bran  gradually  worked  in  until  the  whole  is 
sufiBciently  stiff  for  the  purpose  required,  accord- 
ing to  the  particular  river  to  be  fished.  In  baiting 
a  swim  of  only  3ft.  deep,  when  the  fish  are  oft- 
times  caught  10yds.  or  15yds.  away  from  where  the 
angler  is  posted,  the  best  sport  is  in  most  cases 
obtained  by  casting  in  the  ground-bait  loosely,  so 
that  it  may  be  carried  down  with  the  current,  and 
reach  the  bottom  some  short  distance  to  the  right  or 
left,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the  holder  of  the  rod. 
For  deeper  swims  and  holes  the  ground-bait  should 
be  made  into  the  customary  balls  hard  enough  to 
sink  quickly  at  the  desired  spot,  whilst  in  fast 
water  clay  may  be  added  with  advantage,  or  a 
stone  or  two  placed  in  the  centre  of  each  ball  to 
facilitate  its  rapidly  finding  its  intended  resting 
place.  So  much  for  ground-bait.  On  this  head  it 
only  remains  to  be  added  that  it  should  be  used 
sparingly  but  pretty  frequently,  to  keep  the  fish 
constantly  on  the  alert. 

So  many  directions  have  been  given  as  to 
getting  crust  ready  for  the  hook  that  there  is  no 
necessity  to  explain  the  modus  operandi.  Some 
men  prefer  to  cut  it  up  dry,  others  soak  the 
crust  first  and  carve  out  the  cubes  afterwards. 
Yet  a  third  group  do  not  cut  up  the  cubes  at  all, 
but  pinch  off  a  piece  of  the  soaked  crust  in  the 
rough  as  it  is  required,  and  use  this  on  the  hook. 
But  whichever  plan  is  adopted  I  should  insist 
upon  the  cubes  not  being  of  too  large  a  size.  If, 
as  I  opine,  fish  take  the  cubes  for  flakes  of  ground- 
bait,  it  is  the  greatest  mistake  in  the  world  to  use 
a  iin.  cube  of  bread.  I  have  frequently  seen 
roachers  (not,  let  me  say,  those  of  the  "  first 
water  "j  fishing  with  a  No.  12  hook,  and  having  a 
piece  of  crust  on  big  enough  for  a  chub  bait.  A 
small  cube — one  of  the  size  of  a  single  grain  of 
pearl  barley — is  undoubtedly  to  V^e  preferred ;  it 
more  nearly  resembles  the  morsels  of  ground-bait 
washed  down  by  the  action  of  the  current.  The 
roach  are  thereby  more  easily  deceived,  and  when 
they  take  the  imitation  they  are  generally  hooked. 

One  thing  in  praise  of  crust  is  that  it  offers 
practically  no  resistance  to  the  hook,  and  instead 
of  roach  nibbling  away  at  the  heails  of  five  or  six 
gentles  in  a  gingerly  manner,  they  must  take  the 
whole  of  the  small  cube  into  their  mouth,  so  that 
misaes  to  hook  fish  are  conspicuous  by  their 
abMnc*. 


Complaints  have  been  made — probably  by  some 
clumsy  anglers — of  the  difficulty  of  keeping  crust 
on ;  but  if  the  hook  be  inserted  across  the  grain 
of  the  cube  and  not  with  it,  it  will  remain  on  for 
several  minutes  before  rebaiting  is  necessary.  Of 
course,  the  line  must  be  carefully  recovered  from 
the  end  of  the  swim,  and  in  this  connection  I  may 
remark  that  the  crust  fisherman  should  be  pre- 
pared to  hook  fish  when  he  is  in  the  act  of 
drawing  back  his  tackle  preparatory  to  making  a 
fresh  cast.  Roach  often  seize  the  cube  as  it  rises 
from  the  bottom,  and  if  the  least  resistance  is  felt 
by  the  holder  of  the  rod  when  the  float  is  stopped 
and  the  recovering  process  begins,  a  quick  strike 
should  be  given.  This  sometimes  means  a 
considerable  addition  to  the  creel,  as  I  can  testify. 
A  few  weeks  since  I  was  crust  fishing  when  roach 
were  biting  very  shyly,  and  in  a  whole  day  I  took 
but  a  dozen  examples.  In  the  case  of  no  fewer 
than  seven  of  these  there  was  not  the  faintest 
indication  of  a  touch,  but  on  drawing  up,  after 
the  line  had  reached  the  extremity  of  the  swim, 
I  appeared  to  be  hung  up.  A  rapid  twitch  was 
given,  with  the  result  that  my  bag  was  heavier 
by  the  number  aforementioned  than  it  might 
otherwise  have  been. 

An  important  question  is  as  to  the  most 
suitable  hooks  to  use  for  crust  fishing.  Each 
roacher  has  his  own  ideas  on  this  subject.  Some 
like  the  Kirby  bend — a  coarse  hook,  but  a  perfect 
demon  at  holding  a  fish,  and  also  an  absolute 
nuisance  to  extract  from  a  fish's  mouth.  Snecks 
are  also  favoured  by  others,  but  the  same 
objection  applies  to  these  as  to  Kirbys — the 
trouble  involved  in  getting  the  hook  out  after  it 
has  once  got  firmly  in.  Round  bends,  again,  are 
employed  by  a  great  many  successful  roach 
fishers,  but  the  wire  is  so  short  in  the  shank  that 
what  is  gained  in  neatness  of  appearance  is  lost 
in  penetrating  power,  fish  being  often  only 
pricked  and  not  held  through  this  very  fault. 
Bayonet-pointed  hooks  are  excellent  ones — but 
not  for  crust.  To  my  way  of  thinking,  the  shank 
goes  to  the  other  extreme,  being  too  long  for 
covering  up  the  cube.  Ordinary  bright  crystals, 
which  have  a  shank  of  medium  length,  can  hardly 
be  improved  upon ;  but,  of  course,  when  anglers 
differ  who  shall  decide  ? 

The  crust  fisher  should  always  use  a  running 
line.  A  No.  1  Lindum  plaited  silk  is  not  too  fine, 
and  its  strength,  considering  its  lightness,  is 
simply  marvellous.  It  is  quite  on  the  cards  that 
a  big  chub  or  barbel  may  help  itself  to  the  cube, 
and  if  one  were  fishing  tight  with  a  drawn  gut  hook 
it  would,  in  all  likelihood,  be  good-bye  to  fish  and 
tackle  too. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  tight  cork  or  ledger  with 
and  without  a  fioat  with  crust,  but  in  these  cases 
the  cubes  should  be  cut  dry,  immersed  in  water 
for  an  instant  only,  and  then  placed  on  the  hook 
in  a  semi-dry  condition.  He  must  be  a  bungler 
who  could  jerk  off  the  cube  after  it  had  been 
treated  in  the  fashion  indicated,  particularly  if 
the  hook  is  inserted  white  side  first,  and  the  barb 
buried  in  the  brown  half  of  the  crust.  Of  course, 
when  on  the  bottom  waiting  for  the  attack  of 
Butilus  it  will  soon  become  soft,  but  it  will  stick 
on  for  a  long  time  without  falling  off  all  the 
same.  The  Chikl. 


A  DOUBLE  CATCH. 


The  season  had  been  a  bad  one  on  the  Black- 
water.  Want  of  rain  after  February  had  brought 
the  river  to  a  low  level,  and  the  first  week  in  May 
had  arrived,  and  on  my  own  iipper  water  few 
spring  salmon  had  been  taken.  Even  the  fishing 
tenants  on  the  prolific  lower  waters  had  felt  the 
effects  of  the  drought,  and  in  consequence  most 
of  them  were  willing  to  give  up  their  fishings  at  a 
low  price  to  anyone  who  would  take  them. 

I  was  not  surprised,  therefore,  to  receive  from 
a  friend  staying  in  the  town  an  offer  of  a  day's 
fishing  on  his  water ;  he  even  went  so  far  as  to 
say  that  it  was  little  use  in  trying,  the  weather 
being  too  bright,  and  the  water  too  low. 

However,  the  chance  of  a  day  on  such  a 
renowned  fishing  was  not  to  be  lightly  refused,  so 
I  accepted  his  offer  to  fish  on  the  following 
Tuesday,  as  there  was  some  chance  of  fish  which 
had  run  past  the  nets  during  the  weekly  close 
season  (from  6  a.m.  on  Saturday  morning  to  the 
same  hour  on  Monday)  being  in  the  streams ;  and 
aa  matters  turned  out  I  was  not  far  wrong. 


Tuesday  came.  I  had  not  taken  a  fish  for 
weeks.  Indeed,  I  had  fished  but  little,  and  my 
heart  beat  high  with  hope  when,  on  looking  from 
my  bedroom  window  at  7  a.m.,  I  found  a  rattling 
breeze  from  the  south  and  cloudy  sky. 

Having  hurried  over  breakfast,  I  lost  no  time  in 
getting  together  tackle,  rods,  &c.,  and  9  a.m. 
found  me,  after  a  six  miles  drive,  the  road 
running  most  of  the  way  close  to  the  river,  greet- 
ing the  jovial  keeper  at  the  fishing  hut  close  to 
the  roadside. 

Many  a  good  day  had  Old  Tobin  and  I  had  on 
this  very  water.  His  only  fault,  and  it  was  not  a 
very  great  one,  was  that  he  had  a  touch  of  an 
incurable  disease,  by  no  means  uncommon  in  the 
south  of  Ireland,  and  said  by  ancient  Irish 
historians  to  be  contracted  by  visiting  the  well- 
known  and  world-famed  Blarney  Castle. 

Whether  Tobin  had  ever  visited  that  historic 
ruin  I  know  not,  but  the  number  of  yarns  about 
fish  and  fishers  he  was  able  to  relate  in  a  few 
hours  was  simply  astonishing ;  his  tongue  never 
ceased.  One  of  his  most  interesting  traditions, 
which  he  evidently  had  told  so  often  that  he  had 
come  to  believe  it  himself,  was  how  he  taught 
Major  Traherne  to  fish. 

Knowing  the  Major  well,  I  know  that,  though 
Old  Tobin  frequently  acted  gillie  to  him,  he  was 
a  skilful  angler  before  he  ever  met  his  professed 
teacher. 

And  nothing  short  of  actually  hooking  a  salmon, 
would  stop  one  of  his  stories  when  once  begun ; 
an  ordinary  rise  wo\ild  never  do  it,  even  while  he 
watched  anxiously  to  see  the  result  of  a  second 
fishing  over  the  rising  fish. 

On  this  morning  he  was  in  great  fettle,  having 
seen  several  clean  run  fish  showing  on  the  "  hut 
stream,"  and  one  at  least  of  251b. 

I  began  with  high  expectations  to  fish  one  of 
the  most  perfect  streams  I  have  ever  cast  a  fly  on. 
A  narrow  deep  neck  of  swift  broken  water, 
widening  out,  with  shelving  strands  on  either  side 
of  a  deep  run  in  the  centre. 

Carefully  step  by  step  I  fished  that  stream, 
hoping  every  moment  to  feel  the  pull  and  see  the 
boU  of  a  rising  fish,  several  of  which  I  saw 
showing  well  on  my  side  of  the  current,  but 
nothing  came,  though  I  fished  carefully  down  to 
the  edge  of  the  shallows  at  the  tail  of  the  pool. 

I  was  sorely  disappointed,  and,  having  changed 
the  fly,  I  tried  once  more,  taking  special  care  to 
cover  the  big  fish  Tobin  had  seen  rise,  and  which 
rolled  up  after  my  fly  had  passed  over  him ;  truly 
a  bad  sign,  but  no  success  attended  my  efforts. 

Several  more  changes  did  I  try,  but  without 
avail ;  those  fish  would  not  look  at  flies.  It  was  a 
rude  blow  to  my  hopes.  The  best  stream  on  the 
fishing,  plenty  of  fresh  run  fish  ;  true,  the  water 
was  low,  but  the  sky  was  clouded,  and  the  wind 
blowing  briskly  upstream  was  putting  a  nice  curl 
on  the  water ;  all  the  conditions  except  one  were 
perfect. 

Tobin  tried  to  comfort  me  by  some  extra 
special  yams,  but  they  had  just  the  opposite 
effect. 

In  turn  we  fished  the  Lug  and  the  Half  river, 
but  nothing  rewarded  our  efforts,  though  I  had 
tried  a  prawn  on  the  former,  while  Tobin  had,  as 
a  last  resource,  a  go  with  the  "  wurrms ''  as  he 
called  them. 

And  now  it  was  lunch  time,  So  we  returned  to 
the  hut  almost  in  despair,  for  the  wind  had 
fallen,  and  the  clouds  having  dispersed  left  a 
blazing  sun  beating  with  cruel  heat  on  the  un- 
sheltered stream. 

It  seemed  utterly  hopeless  to  try  fishing  any 
more  till  the  sun  went  down  towards  evening ;  but 
I  was  impatient,  I  would  not  probably  have  a  day 
on  that  water  again  for  some  weeks,  so  before 
lunch  I  did  what  to  me  seemed  of  little  hope,  and 
to  my  ancient  gillie  was  utter  folly.  I  deter- 
mined to  try  a  fly  over  the  fish  I  had  seen  rising 
in  the  morning. 

Tobin  meanwhile,  probably  dry  with  the  more 
than  usual  symptoms  of  his  incurable  complaint, 
and  disgusted  at  my  delay  in  partaking  of  lunch, 
which  I  invariably  shared  with  him,  had  retired 
to  the  hut. 

With  the  first  fly  I  had  tried  in  the  morning,  a 
well-known  local  pattern,  a  blue-tipped  Grey  and 
Lemon,  I  had  hardly  taken  a  dozen  casts,  and  was 
already  approaching  the  rock  behind  which  the 
large  fish  had  concealed  himself,  when,  without 
warning  or  rise,  the  fly  was  savagely  taken 
under  water,  the  rod  top  was  pulled  into  the 
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water,  and,  with  a  shout  to  Old  Tobin,  I  was 
racing  down  the  bank  as  fast  as  my  heavy  waders 
would  allow  me. 

What  a  hot  and  happy  forty  minutes  we  had, 
till,  with  an  unerring  stroke  of  the  clip,  a  silver 
beauty  was  hauled  up  the  bank,  and,  with  an 
application  of  the  "  priest,"  ceased  for  ever  its 
struggles. 

Twenty-one  and  a  half  pounds  he  weighed, 
without  doubt  a  perfect  fish,  just  up  from  the 
sea.  It  certainly  was  a  triumph.  I  was  more 
than  satisfied — a  fish  half  the  size  would  have 
made  me  happy  under  the  circumstances. 

In  a  broiling  sun  I  had  succeeded,  where 
previously,  with  perfect  conditions  as  to  wind  and 
sun,  I  had  failed. 

But  my  luck  did  not  end  there.  Without 
waste  of  time — there  was  now  no  thought  of 
lunch  even  for  Old  Tobin — I  started  again  at  the 
head  of  the  stream,  and  my  fly  was  just  coming 
round  into  the  eddy  formed  by  the  rock,  where  I 
had  secured  my  first  fish,  when,  to  my  utter 
amazement,  my  fly  was  taken  in  the  same  way, 
and  I  was  fast  in  my  second. 

I  had  no  time  then  to  think,  for  I  had  my  work 
cut  out  to  land  the  fish,  which  was  a  far  more 
lively  one  than  the  first,  and  was  gaffed  in  less 
than  half  an  hour.  And  now  the  most  extra- 
ordinary part  of  my  story  comes  in,  and  one  which 
sounds  Edmost  incredible,  for  on  weighing  our 
capture  he  proved  to  be  just  2l5lb.,  to  the  very 
ounce  the  same  weight  as  the  first  one. 

As  all  anglers  are  well  aware,  the  ways  of  fish 
are  inexplicable ;  but  I  have  never  heard  of  an 
instance  of  two  fish  being  taken  under  the  above 
circumstances,  almost  hopeless,  of  such  a  size, 
and  exactly  similar  weight. 

Certainly  it  was  a  wonderful  stroke  of  luck  to 
secure  two  such  beauties  from  behind  the  same 
rock,  and  with  the  same  fly  which  had  been  care- 
fully tried  over  them  in  the  morning,  under  most 
favourable  conditions. 

Through  the  remainder  of  the  day,  though  I 
continued  to  fish  hard,  not  even  a  rise  rewarded 
my  efforts ;  yet  I  was  more  than  satisfied  as  I 
drove  late  in  the  evening  to  the  hotel  in  the  town 
where  my  friend  was  staying,  in  order  to  deliver 
to  him  the  handsome  spoils  of  the  day's  sport, 
before  returning  home. 

And  it  by  no  means  detracted  from  the  pleasure 
of  the  day  to  find  a  letter  from  him  informing 
me  that,  having  no  hope  of  successful  fishing,  he 
had  left  for  England  by  the  mid-day  train.  And 
if  I  by  any  happy  chance  secured  a  fish,  of  which 
he  had  but  little  hope,  I  was  not  to  send  it  after 
him,  but  to  retain  it  for  my  own  use. 

I  need  hardly  add  that  surprise  almost  took  his 
breath  away  when  there  arrived  at  his  English 
home  a  211b.  s9.1mon,  caught  in  his  own  water  on 
the  very  day  he  left  the  green  isle,  hopeless  of 
further  success.  M.  A. 


A  STORY  OF  TWO  PERCH. 


To  catch  a  perch  of  the  weight  of  lib.  8oz.  is  a 
feat  that  an  angler  may  well  be  proud  of,  while 
the  capture  of  one  of  21b.  8oz.  would  naturally,  in 
nine  cases  out  of  ten,  place  the  fortunate  fisherman 
in  that  proud  position  of  "  ledger  "  man  of  his 
club  at  the  close  of  any  angling  season.  The  last 
size  mentioned  chronicles  the  exact  weight  of  the 
biggest  perch  that  I,  after  fifty  years  of  practice, 
have  ever  placed  the  landing  net  under.  It  was 
at  a  lake  called  "  Buttermere,"  or  "  Butter " 
something,  and  was  situated  about  five  miles  out 
of  Grantham.  I  was  spinning  a  small  spoon-bait 
along  the  edge  of  a  bank  of  weeds,  when  I  felt  the 
check,  and  after  a  couple  of  minutes  of  plucky 
resistance  on  the  part  of  the  fish,  I  was  able  to 
effect  his  capture.  The  amount  of  hero  worship 
that  would  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  man  who  took  a 
3^1b.  fish  of  the  same  species  would  probably  spoil 
that  individual  for  the  time  that  the  glamour  of 
the  capture  hung  over  the  precincts  of  the  club  of 
which  the  lucky  piscator  was  a  memh)er.  But 
what  must  be  the  feelings  of  the  man  who,  in  one 
afternoon  of  three  hours  by  the  chime,  literally 
tops  the  scale  by  the  grassing  of  a  brace  of  perch, 
the  combined  weights  of  which  reached  the 
splendid  total  of  H\lh.  'i 

In  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Westminster 
Aquarium  a  few  years  ago— in  fact,  the  last  but 
one — in  the  western  gallery,  not  very  distant  from 
the  organ,  the  case  containing  the  fish  of  which 


I  am  writing,  was  placed.  They  were  in  an 
unassuming  glass  case,  and  bore  the  imprint,  as 
regards  age,  of  the  twenty  years  that  they  had 
reposed  upon  the  wall-nail  at  Epsom.  Mr.  H.  J. 
Puckle  was  the  name  of  the  captor  of  the  splendid 
brace,  a  very  dear  old  friend  of  mine,  who  has 
now,  alas,  gone  "  to  that  undiscovered  country 
from  whose  bourne  no  traveller  returns." 

Woodcote  End  stands  at  the  south-western 
extremity  of  Epsom.  On  turning  into  the  main 
road  that  leads  to  Ashtead  Park  the  eye  takes  in 
at  a  glance  a  level  "  green "  on  the  left,  where 
stands  Woodcote  House.  Beyond  there  is  a 
gentle  rise,  a  hill. 

Green  and  of  mild  declivity, 
on  the  top  of  which  several  ponds  of  fair  extent 
catch  the  eye  of  the  observer.  Opposite  Wood- 
cote House  is  the  Woodcote  Pond,  which  borders 
the  antique  house  where  Mr.  Puckle  lived.  I  may 
here  mention  that  the  ponds,  or  lakes,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  this  racing  town  have  for  years 
been  noted,  holding,  as  they  did  and  do,  immense 
carp,  jack  (pike),  perch,  roach,  and  eels.  Some 
years  ago  a  large  "  stew  "  pond  existed,  but  some 
mischievous  individual  made  a  rift  in  the  bank 
"  on  a  dark  night,"  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  "  salts  "  were  surprised  one  morning  to 
find  the  gullies  flooded,  and  fish  of  all  kinds  and 
sizes  floundering  about  on  the  main  roads.  It  is 
said  that  an  eel  of  71b.  was  caught  somewhere 
near  the  cricket  ground,  and  that  a  carp  of  151b. 
lay  upon  the  common  near  the  same  spot.  There 
is  a  rumour,  too,  that  in  the  "  wilds  "  between 
Ashtead  and  Leatherhead  there  is  a  lake  that, 
owing  to  the  abundant  growth  of  tenacious 
weeds  round  the  edges,  can  only  be  fished  from  a 
balloon,  and  that  it  contains  pike  of  enormous 
weight. 

But  to  return  to  our  perch.    A  few  days  before 
the  afternoon  in  question,  a  friend  and  I  received 
a  note  of  invitation  from  Mr.  Puckle  to  meet  him 
and  the  remainder  of  his  family  circle  at  dinner 
at  7.30  p.m.    The  note  added  :  "  I  shall  be  out 
fishing  in  the  early  part  of  the  afternoon,  but 
come  down  as  soon  as  work  is  over."  Accordingly 
a  Mr.  Thomas  and  I  stroUed  quietly  down  at  5.30. 
The  windows  of  the  house  commanded  a  full  view 
of  the  road,  so  that  by  the  time  we  had  reached 
the  gate,  our  host,  his  face  lit  up  by  beaming 
smiles,  was  there  to  welcome  us.    "  Ah  !  my  boys, 
come  -and  see  the  two  fish  that  I  have  taken  this 
afternoon.    I'll  guarantee  that  you  never  saw 
two  such  perch  in  your  life."    We  accompanied 
him,  and  there,  reposing  upon  a  board  covered 
with  a  white  cloth,  lay  the  two  gigantic  perch. 
They  were,  for  our  edification,  placed  upon  the 
scales.   The  largest  went  4|lb.,  and  the  other 
3flb.    We  gazed  enraptured  for  some  minutes, 
and  then  my  friend  ejaculated :  "  Well,  I  am 
blowed  !  "     These    were   not   the  only  ones 
taken.     There  were  several    approaching  the 
pound,  and  four  dozen  small  ones,  which  were 
destined  for  the  pond,  which  stood  about  10yds. 
from  the  front  garden.    Orders  were  then  given 
for  conveying  the  fish  that  were  alive  to  the 
Woodcote  pond,  for  re-stocking  pui-poses.    All  at 
once  a  shriek  rang  out  upon  the  green.  Rushing 
out  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  we  found  that  the 
nurse  girl  had  left  the  perambulator,  with  the 
youngest  member  of  the  family  inside,  on  a 
gentle  rise  of  ground,  and  that  the  movements  of 
the  child  had  set  the  pram,  in  motion  for  the 
pond.    The  shriek  came  from  the  nurse,  who  had 
fallen  down  in  her  attempts  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  the  car.    My  friend  Thomas,  who  was  a 
hundred  yards  man,  seized  the  position  at  once. 
Rushing  at  his  top  speed,  he  caught  the  vehicle 
at  a  critical  moment,  and,  tilting  the  handle, 
directed  the  front  wheel  out  of  its  dangerous  path. 
The  youngster  was  subjected  to  sequences  of 
cuddles,  and  we  all  laughed  to  our  hearts' content. 
"  But  you  never  know,"  as  Mrs.  Gamp  observed, 
"  what  might  have  happened."    We  thoroughly 
enjoyed    our    dinner.    We    toasted    the  fish, 
and    then    packed    them    up  ready    for  the 
morning,    when    they    were    to  be  taken  to 
London  for  the  "  setting  up."     At  10  p.m.  we 
adjourned  for  billiards,  our  host  having  a  private 
table.    And  this  was  where  I  came  in.  Puckle 
had  taken  the  perch,  Thomas  had  saved  Master 
"  Maurice "  from  a  watery  grave,  and  now  it 
remained  for  me  to  hold  the  "flure"  until  the 
darkness  had  lifted  and  a  faint  blush  of  dawn 
had  appeared  in  the  eastern  sky. 

Bimards  is  a  game  at  which  I  was  a  proficient 


in  my  younger  days,  having  been  coached  Vjy 
the  elder  Roberts,  W.  Dufton,  and  the  Bennetts. 
A  game  was  entered  upon  in  which  I  was  to  have 
one  stroke  and  play  the  other  two,  they  having  a 
stroke  each.  Play  began,  when  I  won  game  after 
game.  Then  did  my  opponents  utter  a  vow  that 
they  would  not  discontinue  playing  until  they  had 
beaten  me.  I  won  every  game  until  5.30  a.m., 
when,  as  I  was  fairly  done  up,  and  had,  with 
Thomas,  to  be  at  morning  school  at  seven  o'clock, 
I  purposely  lost  a  game.  And  so  ended  a 
memorable  day's  fishing.  The  perch  were  set  up, 
and  a  diploma  was  given  by  the  judges  at  the 
Aquarium,  of  which  number  I  was  one,  that  they 
were  the  two  largest  perch  exhibited.  The  case 
now  reposes  on  one  of  the  side  walls  of  the 
mansion,  situated  in  the  grounds  of  the  park 
that  holds  the  lake,  my  friend  Puckle  having 
willed  that  after  his  death  it  should  be  sent  there. 
A  fresh  case  and  a  re-setting  is  all  that  is  required 
to  "  show  off  "  in  a  proper  manner  two  of  the  finest 
perch  that  I  have  ever  seen.         Straw  Hat. 


THE  BIG  TROUT  OF  THE  MILL. 


To  all  men  who  have  devoted  a  lifetime  to 
sport — whether  with  rod,  gun,''  or  rifle — extra- 
ordinary things  have  occurred.  This  fact  has 
been  made  the  nucleus  of  countless  jokes  at  their 
expense,  and  has  obtained  for  them  the  reputa- 
tion of  being — to  put  it  mildly — exaggerators,  or, 
at  any  rate,  men  of  careless  statement  or 
imperfect  memory.  In  more  than  one  work  on 
sport  this  matter  has  been  alluded  to,  the  writer 
saying  that  in  his  or  her  experience  incidents 
have  happened,  so  mai-vellous,  so  altogether  out 
of  the  usual  course  of  events,  that  they  cannot 
be  given  to  the  world  without  the  risk  of  the 
narrator  being  consigned  to  the  ranks  of  the 
Munchausens.  Particularly  is  this  the  case  in 
matters  piscatorial.  No  sooner  does  the  poor 
angler  venture  to  tell  some  perfectly  time 
experience  connected  with  his  pursuit  than  his 
listeners  wink  at  and  nudge  one  another  in 
evident  anticipation  of  being  about  to  hear 
another  addition  to  the  interminable  list  of 
"  travellers'  tales "  and  "  fishermen's  yarns." 
Undeterred,  however,  by  this  prospect,  and 
solacing  myself  with  the  reflection  that  far  better 
men  have  suffered  in  the  cause  of  truth,  I 
propose  to  give  an  absolutely  faithful  account  of 
the  remarkable  circumstances  under  which  I 
caught  the  big  trout  of  the  mill. 

I  am  the  more  emboldened  to  tell  the  story 
because  the  main  features  of  it  are  not  at  all 
without  precedent,  similar  instances  having  often 
been  reported  ;  but,  regarded  as  a  whole,  the  thing 
was  undoubtedly  very  extraordinary. 

The  captui-e,  which  occurred  but  a  few  summers 
ago,  was  made  in  a  brook,  or,  to  be  more  exact,  in 
a  "  leat,"  which  turned  the  wheel  of  an  old  flour 
mill  in  beautiful  Devon. 

The  water  of  the  brook  is  often  dammed  up 
before  it  gets  to  the  wheel,  thus  forming  a 
miniature  canal  of  deep  water,  and  this  is  locally 
called  the  "  miU-leat." 

My  earliest  recollections  centre  around  this  old 
brook.  Here  it  was  at  the  tender  age  of  seven — a 
long,  long  time  ago ! — I  caught  my  first  trout, 
and  innumerable  memories  of  orchard  robbing 
and  bird's-nesting  linger  about  the  place. 

Since  those  early  boyhood  days  I  saw  it  no 
more  until  a  few  years  ago,  though  it  had  never 
been  out  of  my  memory ;  and  many  a  time,  when 
out  in  the  far  East,  I  have  thought  of  the  old 
brook  and  mill,  and  have  looked  forward  to  the 
time  when  I  should  retm-n  to  England  and  catch 
trout  in  the  familiar  spot  again  for  "  Auld  Lang 
Syne." 

•  It  had  not  changed  much  when  I  saw  it  again 
in  1895.  I  called  at  the  miller's  to  ask  permission 
to  fish.  The  old  man  who  used  to  give  us  boys 
leave  had  long  since  joined  the  majority,  and  his 
son— himself  an  old  man,  with  one  side  of  his 
body  paralysed — was  nominally  miller. 

He  readily  gave  me  the  asked  for  permission, 
saying  there  were  plenty  of  trout  there.  He  told 
me  that  once  during  the  last  thirty  years — "  in 
veyther's  time  " — the  leat  had  been  drained  off  to 
clean  it,  and  that  they  had  taken  baskets  full  of 
trout  from  it ;  had,  in  fact,  completely  denuded  it 
of  fish.  "  But  now,"  he  added,  "  there's  all  so 
many  as  ever  there  was  before  ;  they  comes  down 
from  the  brook." 


88 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[January  20,  1900 


"Did  you  get  any  vei-y  big  ones  when  you 
cleared  it  out  '■^  "  I  asked. 

"  Wull,  some  was  pretty  nigh  a  pound,  I  reckon, 
but  not  many,  you  know ;  mostly  about  three  to 
the  pound,  or  the  like  of  that." 

He  then  feebly  accompanied  me  to  the  water. 
There  was  the  leat,  looking  exactly  the  same  as 
ever.  A  still  reach  of  water,  about  sixty  yards 
long  and  fom-  wide ;  on  one  bank  was  the  orchard, 
the  other  was  overgi-own  by  blackben-y  bushes 
and  pollard  willows,  and  had  a  field  at  the  back 
of  it.  The  ducks  were  swimming  and  quacking 
about  it  as  of  yore.  The  cluck  of  a  moorhen 
came  from  the  bushes  on  the  bank ;  a  water  rat 
was  seen  stealthily  gliding  along  close  to  the 
edge ;  and  the  sleepy  chimes  of  the  old  church 
clock  came  through  the  warm  summer  air — all 
familiar  sights  and  sounds,  from  which  I  had  long 
been  absent,  and  which  brought  back  a  flood  of 
memories,  which,  for  a  moment,  were  almost 
painful. 

But  there,  in  the  clear  still  water,  unscared  by 
ducks  or  moorhens  or  rats,  were  the  trout- 
pretty  little  fellows  which  I  was  very  glad  to  see. 
So,  thanking  the  miUer  for  giving  me  leave  to 
fish,  as  he  said,  "  any  day  I  was  minded  to,"  I 
went  away  determined  to  try  my  luck  before  many 
days  had  passed. 

They  were  not  easy  trout  to  begtiile.  What 
with  being  legitimately  fished  for  by  permission 
of  the  miller,  and  being  constantly  subjected  to 
"  tickling,"  "  snatching,"  and  other  poaching 
dodges  from  the  mill  hands  and  village  lads,  they 
were  extremely  wide  awake  and  quite  able  to  take 
care  of  themselves,  and  only  the  finest  tackle  had 
any  chance  against  them. 

I  fished  for  them  in  two  ways,  dapping  with  an 
artificial  black  spider — my  favourite  method — and 
using  a  small  red  worm  on  fine  two-hooked  tackle. 

I  found  they  averaged — as  in  my  boyhood's 
days — about  three  to  the  pound,  or  rather  less,  a 
half-pounder  being  a  rare  prize.  I  particularly 
wish  this  to  be  borne  in  mind,  to  add  eifect  to  the 
extraordinary  thing  which  will  presently  be 
related. 

One  hot  day,  a  fortnight  or  so  after  the  inter- 
view with  the  miller  above  described,  I  went  to 
the  leat  to  pass  a  couple  of  lazy  hours  among  the 
trout.  Dapping  with  the  spider  did  not  seem  to 
answer  well,  so  I  had  resort  to  my  second  lure, 
the  worm.  I  had  just  landed  a  quarter -pounder, 
when  the  pai-alysed  old  miller  came  painfully  up, 
and  sat  down  on  a  pile  of  wood  to  watch  my 
proceedings.  At  one  end  of  the  orchard  was  an 
old  shed,  the  roof  of  which  hung  over  the  water, 
and  this  being  always  a  likely  place,  I,  standing 
inside  the  old  building,  poked  my  rod  out  at  the 
side  and  dropped  my  worm  into  the  deep  shady 
water. 

Instantly  a  little  trout  ran  at  it  and  was 
hooked.  The  sound  of  its  splashing  roused  the 
miller,  who  got  up  from  his  seat  and  hobbled 
towards  me. 

"  He's  only  a  little  'un,"  I  said,  as  I  reeled  up 
and  prepared  to  land  the  fish  in  this  rather  diffi- 
cult place,  for  the  roof  of  the  shed  was  greatly  in 
the  way  of  managing  the  rod  properly.  Just 
then  the  trout,  which  had  gone  down  to  the 
bottom,  seemed  to  have  hitched  and  stuck  in 
something,  and  not  caring  much  whether  I  lost 
the  fish  or  not,  I  put  on  considerable  strain  to 
free  it. 

In  answer  there  was  a  mighty  swirl  in  the 
water,  followed  by  a  tremendous  rush,  and  I  saw 
that  in  some  mysterious  way  I  was  attached  to  a 
veritable  leviathan. 

"  Good  Lord !  "  I  exclaimed  piously,  "  look 
here." 

"  My  dear  life  I  "  said  the  miller,  "  call  that  a 
little  un,  do  'ee  'i  " 

Meanwhile,  the  trout  lashed  the  water  into 
foam,  and  ploughed  up  and  down  in  a  way 
fearful  to  behold.  Being  in  the  shed,  and  having 
my  rod  between  two  posts,  it  was  most  difficult 
to  manage  him,  and  when  I  remembered  my 
very  fine  tackle,  and  looked  at  the  bushes  and 
sunken  snags  which  wore  in  every  direction,  I 
thought  the  fight  would  soon  terminate  in 
favour  of  the  fish. 

Twice  the  line  hitched  in  the  bushes  of  the 
opposite  bank,  and  I  thought  it  was  all  over  ;  but 
by  good  luck,  nothing  short  of  miraculous,  every- 
thing got  right  again  and  he  wan  still  on. 

How  long  the  wtruggle  continued  I  cannot  say 
— it  seemed  an  eternity.    It  was  possibly  for  five 


minutes ;  but  at  length  the  trout  began  to  show 
signs  of  fatigue.  Now  came  the  question  how  to 
land  him.  If  I  had  not  been  in  the  shed  the  thing 
would  have  been  much  simpler ;  as  it  was,  I  had 
a  great  difficulty  in  raising  my  rod  in  such  a  way 
as  to  bring  my  captive  near  enough  to  the  bank 
to  get  at  him  with  my  hands.  There  he  was 
swimming  on  the  top  of  the  water,  on  a  short 
line  of  3ft.  or  4-ft.,  just  nnder  the  point  of  my 
little  split  cane,  and  a  long-handled  landing  net 
would  have  secured  him  easily ;  but  I  had  no 
landing  ne^,  long  or  short— who  would  ever 
think  of  bringing  one  for  the  little  trout  of  the 
brook  ? 

All  the  time  I  was  playing  him  my  old  friend, 
the  miller,  was  in  the  highest  state  of  excitement, 
continually  giving  me  such  advice  as  "  Give  'un 
line  " ;  "  Let  'un  goo  "  ;  "  Let  'un  rin,  I  tull  'ee  "  ; 
"  You'll  lost  'un,  sure  as  fate  you'll  lost  'un  " ;  and 
similar  cheering  expressions,  but  none  of  them 
suggested  a  way  of  landing  the  fish. 

But  the  means  were  at  hand  in  the  old  shed 
itself.  Among  a  lot  of  miscellaneous  rubbish, 
comprising  a  couple  of  cart  wheels,  a  dozen  or 
two  of  tiles,  old  garden  tools,  bundles  of  sticks,  a 
barrel  half  full  of  lime,  and  other  oddments,  my 
eye  rested  on  an  old  dipper — a  kind  of  iron  or 
tin  bowl,  with  a  long  handled  stick  which  ran 
through  both  sides  of  it,  thus  forming  a  bridge 
across  its  mouth  and  dividing  it  in  two.  It  at 
once  struck  me  that  this  engine  might  serve  the 
turn ;  so  putting  the  rod  into  the  miller's  feeble 
hands,  and  telling  him  to  keep  it  steady,  I  hauled 
out  the  dipper,  and  tried  to  land  my  fish.  He 
was  now  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  exhausted 
and  fairly  quiet,  and,  with  a  little  manipulation,  I 
managed  to  get  his  head  into  one  of  the  halves  of 
the  dipper,  between  the  handle  and  the  rim, 
and  drop  him  into  it.  The  process  was  greatly 
facilitated  from  the  fact  that  the  dipper  was 
full  of  holes  in  the  bottom,  through  which  the 
water  streamed  as  through  the  meshes  of  a  net. 

Having  "  dippered "  my  trout,  I  swiftly,  but 
steadily,  conveyed  him  safe  into  the  inside  of  the 
shed  before  he  could  give  a  strong  enough  kick 
to  get  out  of  it. 

After  giving  him  the  usual  cowp  de  grace,  I 
proceeded  to  unhook  him.  It  seemed  he  was 
hooked  deep  down,  and  while  I  was  pulling  at  the 
gut,  out  came  a  little  trout,  which  had  my  two- 
hook  tackle  firmly  imbedded  in  his  throat ! 

Neither  of  the  hooks  had  touched  the  big 
fellow.  Everything  was  now  quite  clear.  Seeing 
the  hooked  little  fish  in  distress,  the  big  fellow 
had  at  once  "  gone  for  "  him,  which  occasioned  the 
sudden  stoppage  of  the  line  which  had  surprised 
me  so  much,  and  then  he  had  been  unable  to  get 
rid  of  it. 

The  small  fish  had  been  swallowed  tail  first,  and 
came  out  from  the  interior  of  the  big  one  head 
first  and  perfectly  straight.  The  marvel  is  that 
during  the  playing,  with  all  the  strain  I  was 
forced  to  use,  it  had  not  come  out  before. 

The  astonishment  of  the  miller  at  this  grand 
trout  was  beyond  all  bounds.  He  said,  "  Wull, 
I've  been  here,  man  and  boy,  sixty-five  years,  and 
have  seed  hundreds  of  trout  taken  out  of  the 
place,  but  I  never  seed  a  fish  like  that,  nor  ever 
heerd  tell  of  such  a  thing." 

We  took  the  fish  into  the  mill,  and  carefully 
weighed  him.    He  was  just  over  31b. 

As  a  rule,  an  unusually  large  fish  like  this, 
caught  in  a  brook,  is  an  out-of-condition,  ugly 
beast,  but  this  one  was  not.  On  the  contrary,  he 
was  a  fat,  yellow  bellied,  handsome  fish — a  thing 
of  beauty  to  look  at. 

Where  had  he  come  from  ?  How  long  had  he 
been  there  P  These  were  the  questions  which 
puzzled  us.  His  existence  was  unknown  of  by 
any  of  the  mill  hands,  which,  considering  that 
they  were  constantly  about  the  leat  with  an  eye 
always  open  for  a  good  trout,  was  very  remark- 
able. 

No  doubt  he  had  not  been  there  very  long  or 
he  would  certainly  have  been  seen,  and  he  had 
probably  come  down  from  higher  up  the  brook 
during  a  freshet.  That  luch  a  fish  should  be  in  a 
Devon  brook  at  all,  a  place  where  one  never 
expects  a  trout  of  over  three-quarters  of  a  pound 
at  the  highest,  was  very  marvellous,  und  his 
capture  from  the  moment  he  seized  my  small 
trout,  which,  by  the  way,  weighed  3oy.,  until  he 
was  landed  with  the  old  dipper,  was  the  most 
extraordinary  thing  which  has  happened  to  me 
in  my  career  us  an  angler.  IIbron. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  CHUB. 


In  one  respect  there  is  a  great  resemblance 
between  the  chub  and  the  ostrich.  Both  are 
easily  scared,  and  both  are  the  possessors  of  a 
happy  idea  that  if  they  are  unable  to  see  their 
enemies  they  are  once  more  in  safety.  This 
characteristic  of  the  chub  renders  it  a  very 
difficult  fish  to  catch,  and  necessitates  its  being 
angled  for  at,  comparatively  speaking,  long 
distances  from  the  particular  portion  of  a  stream 
in  which  it  has  made  its  hold.  On  this  account 
running  tackle  is  necessary  in  order  to  conceal 
the  angler  from  the  exceedingly  keen  vision 
of  the  fish,  and  also  to  enable  him  to  success- 
fully contend  with  its  heavy  rushes,  for,  speak- 
ing from  a  personal  experience  extending  over 
many  years,  I  can  assure  my  readers  that  a 
chub  from  22lb.  to  3|lb.  on  fine  tackle  is  not  an 
antagonist  to  be  despised,  and  I  have  seen  one  of 
the  best  fly  fishermen  beaten  by  a  21b.  chub.  A 
fish  of  41b.,  though  certainly  not  so  handsome  as 
a  barbel  of  similar  size,  or  so  varied  in  colour  as 
a  large  perch,  is  an  exceedingly  presentable  speci- 
men when  in  good  condition,  and  one  whose 
capture  may  bring  a  glow  of  pride  into  the  breast 
of  any  angler  fortunate  enough  to  have  caught  it. 
Its  large-  scales  shine  with  a  metallic  lustre,  the 
irides  are  silvery  and  brilliant,  the  fins  well 
developed,  and  the  tail  slightly  forked. 
Then,  too,  the  deep  olive-green  tones  of 
the  broad  back  and  massive  shoulders  of  this 
fish  is  the  embodiment  of  piscine  strength,  form- 
ing a  strong  and  pleasing  contrast  to  its  white 
belly ;  and  though  the  majority  of  anglers,  headed 
by  dear  old  Father  Izaak,  dub  him  disparagingly 
only  a  loggerhead,  and  the  French  state  their 
inability  to  convert  it  into  a  dainty  dish,  and  term 
it "  un  vilain,"  there  is  no  gainsaying  the  fact 
that  the  chub  in  point  of  appearance  can  hold  its 
own  with  any  other  of  the  so-called  British  coarse 
fishes.  With  respect  to  its  habits,  the  chub, 
although  essentially  a  river  fish,  will  thrive  in 
ponds  that  are  supplied  by  springs.  As  a  case  in 
point,  the  beautiful  ornamental  lake  in  the 
gardens  of  Worcester  College,  at  Oxford,  which 
receives  its  supply  from  the  local  canal,  holds  a 
fine  stock  of  these  fish ;  but  so  far  as  I  can  find, 
no  one  is  ever  able  to  catch  them.  Indeed,  if  the 
chub  were  as  cautious  and  cunning  as  he  is 
shy,  it  would  be  quite  as  difficult  to  circum- 
vent as  the  carp,  and  a  good  take  would  seldom  be 
heard  of.  Fortunately,  its  ability  for  construing 
the  shadow  of  a  passing  swallow  over  the  surface 
of  the  river  into  an  occasion  for  indulging  in  a 
panic,  is  counterbalanced  by  its  insatiable 
appetite  which  overcomes  its  discretion  sooner  or 
later,  and  makes  it  a  victim  to  some  well  and 
cleverly  presented  lure  that  appeal*  to  Master 
Chavender  a  moi-e  than  ordinary  tempting  tit-bit. 

Its  Bill  of  Fare. — There  is  no  coarse  fish  with 
which  I  am  acquainted  that  indulges  in  such  a 
lengthy  and  varied  bill  of  fare  as  the  chub. 
Comprehensively  speaking,  it  embraces  everything 
of  an  edible  nature,  from  a  stray  caterpillar  that 
has  been  pi-omenading  along  the  branches  of  an 
overhanging  tree  to  a  handful  of  vegetable  marrow 
seeds  that  have  been  emptied  into  the  river  along 
with  other  kitchen  refuse  by  the  miller's  wife. 
If  trifles  of  this  character  are  at  all  scarce,  the 
chub  does  not  object  to  a  few^oung  frogs,  a  half- 
grown  water  vole,  a  medium-sized  fish  or  two, 
and  on  one  occasion  I  saw  a  venerable  gentleman, 
who  for  years  had  defied  the  efforts  of  all  the 
local  chub  fishermen  in  the  district  in  which  I  was 
then  staying,  make  an  attempt  on  a  toad.  I  fancy, 
however,  that  the  acrid  secretion  given  out  from  the 
skin  of  a  toad  did  not  suit  the  taste  of  this  chub, 
for,  suffice  it  to  say,  the  bloated  batracian  was 
quickly  ejected,  and,  apparently  none  the  worse 
tor  having  played  the  part  of  a  quadrupedal 
Jonah,  came  to  the  surface,  and  quietly  swam  to 
the  opposite  bank. 

The  Rod. — The  12ft.  "  not  too  whippy  nor  too 
stiff "  rod  so  frequently  recommended  would  not 
suit  one  of  the  best  chub  anglers  of  my  acquaint- 
ance when  he  fishes  from  his  punt.  His  rod  is 
not  much  over  10ft.  in  length,  and  he  can  (and 
does)  strike  chub  easily  -lOyds.  olt';  such  a  rod 
would  be  next  to  useless  when  operating  on  scores 
of  swims  from  the  banks  of  several  rivers  I  know, 
and  a  light,  strong,  but  supple  rod  of  1 1ft.  would 
be  much  more  to  the  purpose.  The  rod  should 
B\iit  the  swim  to  be  fished,  bo  it  lodgering,  daping, 
or  floating.    The  rod  I  should  use  lor  the  former 
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would  be  no  good  for  the  latter  method.  On 
account  of  the  distance  that  has  to  be  covered 
when  using  a  float,  the  rod  must  have  the  proper 
pliability  without  being  too  whippy.  The  great 
thing  is  to  hit  the  happy  medium.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  must  not  be  too  stiff,  or,  in  addition  to  its 
inability  to  deliver  a  sharp  and  decisive  stroke 
when  a  bite  is  perceived,  in  four  cases  out  of  five 
a  break  is  almost  inevitable.  This  is  more 
especially  the  case  with  a  long  length  of  sunken 
instead  of  floating  line,  arising  from  the  extra 
weight  thrown  upon  it,  but  it  is  easier  to  strike  a 
chub  with  a  rod  3ft.  or  4ft.  shorter  when 
fishing  from  a  punt  than  many  bank  swims. 
In  the  former  case  the  angler  being  right  in 
front  of  his  float  is  in  a  position  to  put 
all  the  force  possible  into  his  stroke  with- 
out difiBculty.  In  order  to  permit  the  float  to 
travel  easy  and  at  a  uniform  rate  a  centre-pin 
reel  is  a  sine  qua  non.  It  should  not  be  less  than 
S^in.  in  diameter,  and  should  hold  from  80yds.  to 
100yds.  of  fine  undressed  twisted  silk  line.  Many 
anglers  use  plaited  lines,  but  I  prefer  twisted. 
A  plain  goose  or  turkey  quill  (for  choice),  with 
a.  ring  whipped  on  to  the  lower  end,  carrying 
from  four  to  six  shots,  according  to  circumstances, 
I  have  found  the  most  serviceable  float,  and  one 
with  which  I  have  caught  many  chub.  The  first 
shot  (which  I  like  to  he  the  smallest)  should  be 
about  loin,  from  the  hook,  and  the  others  placed 
from  it  at  intervals  of  4in.  The  heaviest  shot  or 
weight  should,  in  my  opinion,  always  be  where  the 
stream  is  the  strongest,  near  the  loop  of  the  gut, 
and  the  lightest  shot  where  the  stream  has  much 
less  power  on  it.  If  not,  all  play  on  the  bait  by 
the  stream  is  frustrated. 

Although  a  great  many  anglers  hold  the 
opinion  that  it  is  requisite  to  have  a  gut  bottom 
of  from  3yds.  to  4yd8.  in  length,  I  find  4ft.  of  fine 
round  natural  gut  amply  sufiicient,  while  the 
hook  should,  if  possible,  be  a  No.  4  or  5  round- 
bend  white  Carlisle.  Personally,  I  do  not 
•oppose  it  makes  much  difference  so  far  as  sport 
ia  concerned  if  the  hook  is  black,  but  as  a  matter 
of  choice  and  habit  I  incline  to  those  of  bright 
steel.  Always  strike  at  the  end  of  every  swim 
down,  as  the  pressure  of  the  stream  when  the 


float  is  stopped  impels  the  bait  upwards,  and  it  is 
exactly  at  that  moment  as  it  rises  that  the  chub 
takes  the  bait. 

The  float  should  be  allowed  to  glide  down  the 
stream  as  though  it  were  unattached  to  the  rod, 
without  being  checked.  If  the  weight  of  the  float, 
&c.,  is  sufiicient  to  take  the  line  through  the 
rings,  going  down  at  a  uniform  rate,  so  much  the 
better ;  but  any  unnecessary  check  or  pull  on  the 
float  acts  on  the  bait,  and  is  certain  to  frighten 
the  fish. 

Baits. — The  baits  for  stream  fishing  are  usually 
greaves,  pith  and  brains,  small  frogs,  gentles, 
wasp  grubs,  black  slugs,  cheese  paste,  lumps  of 
tinned  lobster,  shrimps,  white,  yellow,  and  red 
paste,  cherries  (bigaroons  for  choice),  and  boiled 
crayfish  tails.  In  making  cheese  paste  it  is 
advisable  to  well  work  up,  say,  the  best  white 
cheese  into  a  pliable  mass  with  a  table  knife,  and 
then  to  incorporate  with  it  a  third  of  its  weight  of 
bread  that  has  been  dipped  into  water  and 
squeezed  dry.  It  can  be  used  on  a  single  hook  in 
the  ordinary  way,  but  the  safest  method  of 
making  it  stick  on  in  the  streams  chub  frequent 
through  the  warm  months  between  June  and  the 
end  of  August,  or,  according  to  the  weather,  some- 
times into  the  middle  of  September,  is  to  use  a 
small  triangle.  I  have  often  known  a  single  hook 
to  miss  the  fish,  but  it  is  very  seldom  this 
happens  when  a  triangle  is  used.  In  fact,  if  the 
paste  is  made  too  adhesive  nothing  is  more  easy 
than  to  pull  a  roundish  pellet  clean  out  of  the 
mouth  of  a  chub. 

Localities. — "When  chub  are  plentiful  in  rivers 
such  as  the  Thames  and  its  tributaries,  and  in 
several  midland  streams,  it  is  often  diffioult  to 
definitely  fix  any  locality  in  which  they  will  be 
found.  This  is  more  especially  the  case  with 
respect  to  the  Thames  chub,  owing  to  the  trafiic 
affecting  swims  in  the  summer  where  they  would 
be  found  in  similar  swims  in  other  rivers  in  the 
winter ;  but,  as  a  rule,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
summer  and  through  the  warmer  months  the 
major  portion  will,  for  the  most  part,  be  found  in 
sharp  streams.  During  the  hottest  part  of  the 
day  they  may  often  be  seen  basking  in  the  ford- 
ways  and  gravelly  shallows  only  accessible  by  a 


fly;  but  towards  evening,  when  the  weather  is 
dull  and  overcast,  the  most  likely  find  is  a  swim 
averaging  from  3ft.  to  4ft.  in  depth,  with  a  clean 
gravelly  or  stony  bottom,  and  a  good  current. 
Here  the  chub  is  literally  and  metaphorically  in 
his  element,  and  from  such  spots  as  these, 
particularly  if  they  afford  shelter  from  over  arch- 
ing willows,  the  best  sport  will  always  be 
obtained. 

Daping  or  Dibhing. — It  very  frequently  happens 
that  there  is  a  length  of  water  so  heavily  bushed 
that  it  is  inaccessible  from  the  bank,  and  boats 
are  as  scarce  as  rubies  so  far  as  the  ordinary  run 
of  people  are  concerned.  In  such  case  put  a 
stouter  tackle  into  a  sniall  perforated  bullet  about 
a  foot  above  the  hook.  A  big  moth,  grasshopper, 
or  cockchafer,  with  the  outer  wing  cases  nipped 
off,  may  be  used  as  a  bait.  Having  carefully 
noted  where  any  chub  may  be  lying,  let  out  about 
a  couple  of  yards  of  line,  and  wind  it  around  the 
point  of  the  rod  right  up  to  the  hook,  and  then 
quietly  push  it  through  a  convenient  opening  in 
the  bush  or  hedge,  and  unwind  it  by  turning  the 
rod  the  reverse  way  until  the  bait  just  touches 
and  squirms  on  the  surface.  If  proper  care  be 
used  it  will  not  be  a  month  of  Sundays  before  the 
attention  of  a  chub  is  excited,  and  the  angler  is 
meditating  on  a  solution  of  the  problem  how  that 
aforesaid  chub  is  to  be  hauled  on  the  bank. 

Old  Angler. 


SOMETHING  LIKE  A  SALMON 
STORY. 


Like  Bret  Harfce's  stage-driver — who  tells  the 
story  of  the  coach  which,  descending  a  steep 
grade  in  the  Rockies,  loses  wheel  after  wheel,  until, 
for  "  a  matter  of  1200yds.  or  more,  as  the  distance 
may  be,  we  travelled  upon  one  wheel  until  we  rode 
up  to  the  station" — I  "  hold  him  of  all  men  most 
lightly  who  swerves  from  the  truth  in  his  tale." 

The  apologetic  preliminary  is  necessary  in  order 
to  forestall  those  captious  people  who  can  never  be 
brought  to  believe  anything  of  which  they  have 
not  had  ocular  or  tangible  demonstration.  In 
this  case  it  is  essential  that  the  reader  should  be 
prepared  to  accept  such  demonstration  at  third  or 
fourth  hand,  or  eye  rather,  if  that  better  suit 
their  high  and  mighty  particularnesses. 

The  story  which  I  here  propose  to  retail  (or 
ought  I  to  say  re-tale  ?)  is  not  new,  but,  like  the 
blue  mould  in  a  ripe  Stilton  or  a  goodly  Gorgon- 
zola,  it  is  rich  and  fine  flavoured. 

Some  years  before  the  completion  of  the  first 
half  of  the  present  (that  is,  the  nineteenth) 
century,  some  fugitive  papers,  headed  "  Leaves 
from  the  Note-book  of  an  Angler,"  appeared  in  a 
short-lived  magazine  whose  career  of  brilliant 
promise  was  cut  short  with  the  publication  of  the 
twenty-fourth  number. 

In  the  first  of  these  leaves,  after  drawing  a 
comparison  between  the  angler  proper  and  the 
"  vile,  pot-hunting  bait  fisher  " — very  much,  you 
may  believe  me,  to  the  detriment  of  the  latter — 
the  writer  goes  on  to  observe  that  there  is  only 
one  point  of  resemblance  between  the  angler  and 
the  bait  fisher,  and  that  is — astounding  narrations 
of  "  moving  accidents  by  flood  "  with  Brobding- 
nagian  fish.  One  might  (he  adds)  change  Fat 
Jack  Falstaff's  exclamation  a  little,  and  say  : 
"  Lord  !  how  these  people  are  given  to  lying  ! " 
He  then  goes  on  to  relate  the  following  "  amusing 
instance  of  this  propensity"  : 

I  was  returning  (says  this  angler)  from  the 
banks  of  the  Blackwater  one  fine  summer's 
morning,  with  a  potent  appetite  for  a  second 
breakfast,  loaded  with  a  thumping  salmon,  the 
fruit  of  my  morning's  labour.  After  clearing  the 
fields,  I  entered  on  a  boreen,  which  led  to  the 
Fermoy-road,  and  I  had  not  got  many  yards 
before  I  overtook  an  old  bocagh — a  notorious  river 
poacher,  a  first-rate  angler,  and  as  good  a  hand  at 
a  yarn  as  Capt.  Marryat  himself.  When  he 
heard  my  foot,  he  turned  and  saluted  me  with  : 

"  Good  morrow,  an'  God  save  you,  sir !  Ah, 
thin,  isn't  it  a  beautiful  mornin'  for  the  sport  ? 
Teh  !  what's  that  ye  have  there  ?  Och,  bliu-anages, 
that's  a  gieat  fish,  surely!  'Twas  the  fellow  of 
him  tuk  the  fright  out  of  the  dhragoon,  and 
bothered  him  entirely." 

"Bothered  the  dragoon,  Jerry?  How  was 
that  ?    I  never  heard  the  story." 

"  Faix,  thin,  I'll  tell  you,  sii-,  an'  a  dhroU  thing 
it  was,  sure  enough.    Some  does  be  cocking  theii- 
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eye  when  they  hears  it,  as  much  as  to  say  '  Aisy, 
Katty ' ;  but  it's  as  thrue  as  you're  there,  for  my 
brother — rest  his  sowl — seen  it  himself,  an'  he 
wouldn't  tell  a  lie  for  the  world,  barring  he  had 
occasion." 

"  Oh,  never  mind  that,  JeiTy,"  said  I.  "  Let  us 
have  the  story,  at  all  events."  .... 

"  Well,  sir,  'tis  about  eight  years  ago  now  since 
some  dhragoons  were  in  Fermoy  Barracks,  an'  a 
purty  set  of  divils  they  wor.  But  there  was  one 
Coporal  O'Kelly  in  the  ridgment,  a  dacent  man,  an' 
mighty  fond  of  the  sport  entirely ;  every  spare 
ho\ir  he  had  he  was  down  by  the  river,  thrashin' 
away  for  the  bare  life. 

"  One  mornin'  airly  he  was  sint  to  Cork  wid 
despatches,  an'  whin  he  come  back,  as  he  was 
ridm'  over  the  bridge,  he  saw  the  river  was  in 
beautiful  ordher. 

"  So  whin  he  got  to  the  barracks  an'  delivered 
his  letthers — well  become  him  ! — he  only  stopped 
to  take  off  his  helmet  and  sword,  whin  he  tuk  his 
rod,  an'  down  he  went  to  the  hole  just  below  the 
bridge. 

"  By  my  word,  'twas  proud  he  was  whin,  before 
he  made  half  a  dozen  casts,  he  got  fast  in  a  fish ; 
an'  a  mortial  big  one  it  was. 

'•■  Whirroo  !  the  moment  he  was  hooked  away  he 
wint  down  the  sthrame  as  if  the  divvle  was  afther 
him,  up  wid  him  again,  like  a  stame-boat  in  a 
hurry,  an',  after  cuttin'  some  capers  that  a'most 
pulled  the  sodger's  arms  out  of  him,  he  turned 
sulky,  an'  wint  to  the  bottom  of  the  hole,  an' 
there  he  stuck,  like  a  man-o'-war  aground. 

"Av  coorse,  the  corporal  began  peltin'  stones 
at  him  to  make  him  stir ;  an'  he  did  at  last,  but 
in  the  botherilly  the  line  got  a  turn  in  the  rings 
and  stuck  fast,  so  that  the  corporal  couldn't  let 
out,  an'  he  was  mighty  onaisy  an'  pusillanimous 
in  his  mind  for  fear  the  salmon  would  break  all 
an'  escape. 

"  Weli,  sir,  the  fish  pulled,  an'  he  pulled,  an' 
faix,  he  found  that,  do  his  best,  he  could  get  no 
good  of  it,  an'  that  instead  of  his  p'uUin'  the  fish 
out,  the  fish  was  more  likely  to  pull  him  in ;  an' 
there  they  wor ! 

"  Well,  the  corporal  was  in  a  grate  funk 
entirely  when  he  found  he  was  dhragged  to  the 
very  edge  of  the  hole;  an' just  as  he  was  thinkin' 
what  he"d  do,  or  whether  he'd  let  go,  the  fish 
made  an  undher  run  towards  the  rock  just  below 
where  my  bould  sodger  stood  ! 

"  Faix,  whin  he  saw  him  there,  a  grand  idaya 
sthruck  him.  He  jumped  in,  came  right  across 
the  fish's  back,  saized  the  line  just  above  the 
head,  stuck  the  spurs  into  him,  an',  by  the  powers 
o'  war  I  the  salmon,  not  bein'  used  to  such 
thratemint,  jumped  clane  an'  clever  out  of  the 
wather,  an'  landed,  sodger  an'  all,  in  the  middle  of 
Fermoy  Bridge,  forty  feet  above  the  river  ! 

"They  makes  wonderful  jumps  them  fish, 
Bir!" 

*  *  #  #  * 

Readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  doubtless 
agree  with  me  that  it  is  a  good  job  Jerry's 
brother — who  wouldn't  tell  a  lie  for  the  world — 
"  seen  it  himself,"  otherwise  so  tall  a  story  would 
seriously  tax  the  powers  of  belief  even  of 

RODWELL  HOOKHAM, 


ON   GOING   A-FISHING— PAETICU- 
LARLY  THE  GOING. 


By  the  most  recent  and  accurate  mode  of 
division  the  human  race  consists  of  two  classes, 
viz.,  those  who  angle  and  those  who  do  not.  And 
by  a  still  finer  determination,  at  holiday  times, 
into  those  who  are  going  a-fishing  and  those  who 
stay  at  home  or  employ  their  time — poor  things— 
in  some  other  pursuit. 

Said  my  little  girl  to  me  last  Bank  Holiday 
morning,  on  returning  from  a  walk,  "  I  met  a  man 

f oing  up  to  the  station  with  a  creel  and  a  rod. 
ie  was  beaming  all  over  his  face,  and  did  look  so 
happy."  Lucky  dog !  Weli  he  might  beam  and 
look  happy.  Measure  not  his  happiness  by  the 
material  product  of  his  day's  angling,  for  he  was 
probably  going  to  fish  the  canal  a  few  miles  away 
where  gudgeon  are  not  giants — even  for  gudgeon. 
He  wftH  happy  because  lie  was  going  fishing,  and 
I  doubt  not  will  be  happier  still  next  time,  what- 
ever his  catch  may  have  l>een  on  IJank  Holiday. 

"  I  am  going  fishing  " ;  the  load  of  life  beoomcH 
lighter  as  one  utters  the  words,  and  cheerful 
anticipation  takes  the  place  of  gloomy  despair, 


Aching  heads  and  heai-ts  are  seldom  carried  all 
the  way  to  the  river  side.  Oppressive  indeed  is 
the  load  of  care  which  is  not  appreciably  lightened, 
if  not  altogether  dispelled,  by  the  hopeful  arouse- 
ment  of  going  a-fishrng. 

I  fancy  that  the  Apostle  Peter  must  have  said 
"  I  go  a-fishing  "  at  that  uncertain  hour  of  his  life 
with  great  relief  and  in  much  anticipation.  To 
get  back  to  his  boat  and  nets  and  angle  (for  we 
know  he  could  manipulate'a  hook)  after  over  two 
years  of  stifling  town  life,  for  the  most  part,  must 
have  had  unspeakable  charm  for  him ;  while  from 
his  present  great  sorrow  and  gloomy  outlook  he 
would  find  relief  in  the  beloved  occupation  of  his 
earlier  days. 

"  I  met  a  man  with  a  creel  and  a  rod,"  said  my 
little  maid.  Mark  how,  with  unconscious  exact- 
ness, she  hit  the  true  order  of  thought.  Creel 
first,  for  your  angler  is  essentially  and  initially  a 
hopeful  man  who,  with  confidence,  keeps  the  end 
in  view.  Something  in  the  creel  is  the  main  idea. 
His  trusty  rod  shall  aid  him  to  reach  the  goal  of 
his  desires  if  the  fates  will  it  so. 

Not  that  he  will  repine  if  they  ordain  otherwise, 
for  is  he  not  a  philosopher  of  the  first  order,  and 
therefore  able  to  discern  and  gratefully  accept  the 
compensations  which  lie  around  what  the  unin- 
structed  call  "  a  blank  day  ?  "  And  no  mere  pot- 
hunter he.  It  is  not  on  the  merely  material 
aspect  of  a  full  creel  that  his  thoughts  dwell  as 
he  sets  out  a-fishing. 

A  full  creel  means  so  many  things — skill, 
pleasure,  forgetfulness  of  things  undesirable  to  be 
remembered.  He  may  eat  the  fish  or  he  may  not. 
A  full  creel  means  more  to  him  than  eating. 
The  filling  of  the  creel  will  satisfy  a  nobler 
appetite  than  that  which  draws  a  man  to  the 
supper  table. 

Though  a  thoroughbred  fisherman  may  often 
return  home  from  his  fishing  with  his  creel  a  long 
way  from  full,  it  is  always  a  full  creel  which  he 
sees  at  the  end  of  the  avenue  of  cheerful  anticipa- 
tions and  pleasant  thoughts  which  stretches 
before  his  mind's  eye  when  he  is  going  fishing. 

"  Hope  springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast " 
sang  one  who,  to  judge  from  the  bitterly  satirical 
tone  of  many  of  his  writings,  knew  nothing  of  the 
heart- expanding  and  sweetening  influence  of 
angling.  In  that  one  saying,  at  any  rate,  he  was 
right ;  and  an  angler's  breast  is  the  most  fertile 
ground  of  all  for  the  precious  seed,  for,  let  him 
return  as  often  as  he  may  from  unsuccessful  fish- 
ing, he  ever  goes  forth  with  undiminished  hope. 
Nay,  the  very  failures  of  to-day  strengthen  his 
expectations  concerning  to-morrow.  There  is 
always  a  good  reason  for  not  having  caught  fish  ; 
and  though  a  heartless,  undisceming  family  may 
affect  to  deride  the  reasons  given,  the  latter  are 
always  sound  enough  in  the  feeling  of  the  giver 
thereof  to  cause  him  to  hope  for  the  absence  of 
hindrances  on  the  part  of  wind  or  water,  or  the 
cussedness  of  variable  fish,  and  to  get  his  tackle 
ready  for  his  next  outing  with  sublime  confi- 
dence. I 

A  truly  beautiful  thing  is  this  hopefulness  of 
the  angler  when  you  regard  it  aright.  If  there  be 
a  "  fool "  at  his  end  of  the  rod,  that  fool  is  wiser 
in  his  optimistic  view  of  his  pursuit  than  are  the 
pessimistic  and  scornful  wiseacres  who  decry  what 
they  call  his  folly. 

So  it  is  ever  "  with  a  creel  and  a  rod"  that  the 
fisherman  sets  forth  on  his  fishing.  May  the 
creel  always  hold  its  true  place  on  his  back  and  in 
his  thoughts. 

Aye,  and  his  creel  may  be  full  when  it  is 
empty.  Riddle  me  that,  ye  non-anglers.  Talk  of 
the  uncertainties  of  angling.  What  nonsense 
next?  Why,  there  is  nothing  else  in  life  half  as 
full  of  certainty — not  even  the  rates  and  taxes, 
and  every  householder  knows  that  they  are  as 
sure  as  death.  It  is  a  poor,  niggling  estimate 
of  angling  which  takes  in  only  the  fish.  What 
wretched,  sickly  japes  are  those  contained  in 
references  to  a  "  silver  hook,"  and  visits  to  the 
fishmonger's  on  the  way  home.  What  are  people's 
— non-angling  people,  that  is — notions  of  wit 
coming  to  P  A  creel  may  bo  full  though  there  be 
not  a  fish  in  it.  Fish  may  be  caught — the  fisher- 
man hopes  they  will  be.  But  if  not,  what  of 
that  ?  The  only  uncertainty  in  his  sport  attaches 
to  the  mere  catching  of  fish,  as  the  undisceming 
reckon  catching  fish.  That  is  all.  Over  against 
that  one  uncertainty  we  have  to  set  a  score  of 
certainties,  beautifully  benignant  in  their  blessed 
cocksurenesB.     Of  course,  it  is  casting  pearls 


before  persons  unable  to  appreciate  them  to  say 
all  this  to  a  non-angler,  though  most  likely  none 
of  that  unhappy  class  will  ever  read  it.  Fancy  the 
circumscribed  character  of  the  mental  horizon  of 
a  man  who  does  not  read  a  good  angling  paper 
every  week.  My  brethren  of  the  angle,  we  have 
much  to  be  thankful  for.  Temper  your  pity  for 
the  rest  of  mankind  with  an  added  softness.  The 
true  inwardness  of  angling — it  takes  an  angler  to 
comprehend  it.  "  Oh  yes,"  sniffs  my  wife,  a 
remarkably  intelligent  woman,  except  in  regard 
to  the  one  important  matter  of  fishing,  "you 
always  say  that  when  you've  caught  nothing." 

"  Caught  nothing !  "  An  angler  never  catches 
nothing.  I  put  it  to  you  now,  you  anglers,  a 
perfectly  unbiassed  and  most  capable  jury,  does 
he  ever  catch  nothing  ?  There  is  no  such  word 
as  "  nothing  "  in  his  vocabulary,  though  there  are 
hosts  of  other  words  when,  as  others  think,  he 
has  been  unsuccessful ! 

He  always  catches  fish — potentially,  anyhow. 
Oh,  come,  my  hypercritical  inquisitor,  I  can't  stop 
to  define  the  term  in  all  its  delicate  shades  of 
meaning.  How  can  you  expect  it  ?  I  am  writing 
for — ahem — intelligent  folk,  that  is  to  say,  for 
anglers.  They  will  know  what  I  mean.  You 
know  weU  enough,  my  brother  of  the  craft.  Didn't 
you  catch  that  big  fellow  for  which  you  were 
casting  under  the  alder  ?  Of  course  you  did — 
potentially,  that  is.   You  would  have  creeled  him 

if  .    Exactly,  that  is  precisely  what  I  mean. 

Some  of  the  proudest  catches  of  fish  are  those  in 
which  the  fish  are  not  caught.  When  a  man  has 
played  the  game,  and  fished  for  a  fish  in  a  sports- 
manlike and  gentlemanly  way,  he  has  caught  the 
fish — to  all  intents  and  purposes.  Many  a  beauty 
lies  in  that  creel  that  a  non-angler  cannot  see. 
That  comes  of  his  limitations,  poor  fellow.  Sorry 
for  him.  An  empty  creel  to  the  unseeing,  a  full 
creel  to  the  discerning. 

How  long  the  joy  of  going  a-fishing  lasts.  It 
begins  days  before  the  auspicious  morn  arrives. 
The  getting  ready  of  the  tackle  is  completed  the 
night  before  in  unspeakable  satisfaction  of  pre- 
paration. The  very  setting  of  the  alarum  to 
arouse  the  angler  in  time  for  an  early  breakfast 
and  the  first  ti-ain  is  a  delight — awfully  jolly 
mechanism  that  of  an  alarum.  No  alarum  needed, 
though,  when  the  early  morn  comes.  He  had 
slipped  quietly  out  of  bed  half  a  dozen  times  to 
make  sure  that  he  has  not  lain  too  long.  A  peep 
out  of  the  window,  half  doubtfully.  All  right  as 
far  as  the  weather  is  concerned.  He  whistles 
cheerfully  the  favourite  tune  of  his  happiest 
moments  as  he  dresses,  forgetting,  until  he  is 
reminded  by  his  drowsy  spouse,  that  other 
occupants  of  the  house  are  still  asleep,  and  would 
desire  to  remain  so.  Calling  them  to  mind,  he 
slips  out  of  the  house,  quietly  closing  the  front 
door  after  him,  and  hies  bim  to  the  station,  too 
glad  a  man  to  willingly  change  places  with  any- 
body. What  supreme  superiority  he  feels  in 
regard  to  all  the  people  who  will  be  in  bed  for 
hours  yet.  He  is  up,  and  he  is  off  on  his  favourite 
sport. 

Care  and  he  have  parted  company  for  that  day 
at  least.  Even  though  he'  should  never  reach  the 
river,  and  he  may  have  to  return  home  without 
having  wetted  his  line,  he  has  had  the  supreme 
joy  of  having  been  going  a-fishing. 

August  Dun. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  eooiety  was  held  on 
Monday  evening  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  Mr.  _H.  H. 
]?rown  presiding.  The  first  bufiness  was  to  receive  the 
hon.  triasurer's  aoconnts  for  the  past  year.  These  were 
unanimously  adopted  without  question.  After  paying  all 
expenses  of  water,  &o. ,  there  remains  a  balance  in  band  of 
dL'C7  10a.  lid.,  and  there  is  also  a  reserve  fund  invested  iu 
2'i  per  cent.  Consols  of  £201  'Ji.  '-il.,  so  that  the  Bociety's 
financial  position  is  extremely  gratifying  and  satisfactory. 
The  otfioers  for  1900  were  elected  as  follows ;  President, 
Mr.  B.  S.  Fennings;  vice-president,  Mr.  II.  H.  Brown; 
hon.  treasurpr,  Mr.  E.  Knowles  Foreman ;  committee, 
Messrs.  B.  Bennett,  R.  Clay,  Neville  Davis,  Chas.  H. 
Wheeley,  E.  M.  Mayes,  I!.  Preston  Gardner,  0.  Butler, 
It.  E.  Booker,  B.  J.  Walker,  Robt.  C.  Blundell,  R.  Brad- 
ford, and  Dr.  Ogier  Ward. ;  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  M.  G.  E. 
de  Couroy ;  asuistant  secretary,  Mr.  11.  A.  Rolt ;  librarian, 
Mr.  J.  'W.  Ziehnedorf  J  curator.  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson; 
hon.  solicitor,  Mr.  Graham  Gordon;  auditors,  Messrs. 
0.  C.  Blundell  and  Frank  Ward.  It  was  arranged  to  hold 
the  annual  dinner  at  the  Holborn  llestaurant  on  Monday, 
March  I'Jth,  and  it  was  decided  to  invito  ladies  as 
heretofore.  An  addition  was  made  to  rule  number  8,  to 
the  effect  that  foreign  members  pay  a  subscription  of  one 
guinea  only.  M.  G.  E,  OE  C. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  nsnal  weekly  meetioi;  of  members  was  held  at  Ye 
OMe  Rainbow  Tavern  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  17,  at  8  p.m., 
Mr.  TVm.  R.  Reeves  in  the  chair.  The  minntes  of  the 
previous  aeeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed,  the  hon. 
spc.  read  a  report  from  the  society's  agent  at  Southend. 
No  members  had  been  ont  fishirg,  the  eport  appearing  to 
be  very  bad  all  round  the  coast.  The  head  of  a  shark, 
cioght  from  the  deck  of  the  R.M.S.  Pembroke  Castle  off 
Durban  by  Mr.  Holden,  chief  steward,  was  exhibited. 
He  states  that  it  was  not  6f  extreme  length  but  of  great 
girth,  and  weighed  527ib.  The  head  of  the  fish  used  for 
bait  was  also  shown,  the  Eame  of  which  no  one  present 
seemed  to  know.  The  hon.  sec.  passed  round  two  forms 
of  bccma  sent  him  by  Mr.  Jardine.  Mr.  Clay  showed 
two  pulleys,  one  small  and  one  large,  both  fitting 
on  the  same  top,  which  it  was  thought  would 
be  of  great  use.  Mr.  John  Hacdley  then  read 
a  short  but  very  interesting  paper  on  "Fishing 
at  Yarmouth,"  in  which  he  mentioned  that  he 
nsnally  fished  from  the  Britannia  Pier,  which  was,  when 
built,  a  wooden  structure  of  ToOft.  in  Ipngth,  but  had  since 
had  about  50ft.  knocked  off,  owing  to  two  vessels  having 
run  into  it.  From  this  structure-  he  stated  that  he  had 
oinght  three  codling,  weighing  241b.,  in  three  successive 
cistB,  and,  on  the  same  day,  a  good  many  very  fine 
whiting,  some  weighing  IJlb.  One  very  interesting 
experience  Mr.  J.  Handley  had  while  fishing  from  this 
plsca  was  the  catching  of  a  guillemot — a  fair  eized  bird. 
I  This  was  taken  during  a  heavy  gale,  while  using  herring 
■  and  hermit  crab  foi  bait,  on  small  dab  hooks.  He  also 
remarked  that  he  greatly  regretted  that  the  society  had 
no  agent  at  Yarmouth.  The  hon.  sec.  replied  that  he  also 
rsgretted  this,  but  the  society  had  been  unable  to  obtain  a 
suitable  man,  and  said  he  should  be  very  pleased  if  Mr. 
Handby  could  find  one,  he  knowing  the  people  so  well. 
Yeiy  hearty  vctes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  Mr.  Holden 
for  sending  the  shark's  head,  &o.,  and  Mr.  Howard  for  the 
trouble  he  had  taken  in  getting  it  forwarded  to  the 
meeting;  also  to  Mr.  Handley,  for  his  very  interesting, 
paper,  and  to  the  chair,  the  hen.  sec.  remarking  that  he 
should  be  very  pleased  if  other  members  would  read  similar 
prac^cal  pipers  on  their  angling  experiences,  which  all 
I  the  members  present  heartUy  endorsed.  The  hon.  sec. 
1  announced  that  the  smoking  concert  would  be  held  next 
Wednesday,  and  asked  all  members  to  be  in  their  places 
by  7.45  p  m.,  so  that  the  concert  might  start  at  S  p  m. 
i  sharp,  there  being  a  very  long  programme.  The  usual 
I  toast  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  olosed  the 
meeting.  Charles  8.  Pattebsox  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETT. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Pbice  occupied  the  chair  at  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last.  Reports  from  members  who  had  been  away 
fishing  were  very  diiappointing.  The  various  rivers  visited 
were  found  to  be  in  flood,  and  too  thick  to  provide  really 
gToi  sport  in  the  quiet  eddies  so  confidently  looked  for. 
However,  Mr.  Beamont  and  Mr.  Gilbert,  fishing  together 
at  Bares,  managed  to  secure  one  dczsn  size  able  roach  from 
a  spot  cn  some  meadow  land  where  the  river  had  over- 
flowed. The  fish  were  many  yards  away  from  the  river 
itself.  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Eldred,  and  others  had  been  to 
Kelvedon,  acd  aa  no  particulars  of  their  captures  were 
offered  to  the  meeting  it  is  safe  to  conclude  that  there  was 
nothing  striking  to  relate.  The  river  Blackwater,  strange 
to  say,  does  not  fish  well  when  in  flood,  but  if  a  time  can 
be  chosen  when  the  river  has  just  resovered  its  normal 
level  sport  is  usually  found,  so  that  about  the  end  of  this 
week  would  be  a  promising  time  for  a  visit.  Mr.  Marshall 
and  Mr."  Norman  had  but  poor  sport  at  Deal,  and 
Mr.  Fosbrooke  and  Mr.  Hoyle  unsuccessful  outings. 
Cups  and  medals  in  respect  of  fish  taken  during  1899 
were  awarded  as  follows  :  The  late  Dr.  Brunton's  challenge 
CUD  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Basten,  for  a  cod  of  231b.,  coal  fish  18Ib., 
aid  pollack  of  81b.  8oz. ;  Dr.  Ladell's  challenge  shield  to 
Mr.  L.  B.  Wright£on,  for  a  pike  of  171b.  Goi.  and  perch  of 
21b.  IJoz.  The  Deal  challenge  cup,  as  already  announced, 
was  won  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Young.  Medils  in  silver  to  the 
following :  J.  T.  Emery,  for  pike  of  241b.  8oz. ;  J.  B. 
Close,  for  grayling  of  2lb. ;  L.  B.  Wrightson,  perch  of 
21b.  lioz. ;  T.  Gilbert,  for  roach  of  lib.  12oz. ;  J.  H. 
Basten,  for  cod  of  231b. ;  W.  C.  Canton,  conger  of  181b. ; 
G.  Manll,  sea  bream  of  21b.  Soz. ;  F.  W.  Norman,  coal 
fish  of  161b.  ;  T.  Gibson,  pollack  of  91b.  8oz. ;  and  Dr. 
C.  S.  Patterson,  for  a  bass  of  81b.  14oz.  The  annual 
general  meeting  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  30,  at  eight 
o'clock.  After  several  items  of  a  business  character  had 
been  dealt  with,  the  meeting  ccnelnded  with  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair.  Hon.  Sec, 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION, 
Thiety-seven  clubs  were  represented  at  the  January 
delegate  meeting  of  this  association,  held  this  week  at 
Cripplegate  Inttitute,  City.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  pre- 
sided, and  announced  that,  as  a  result  of  an  application 
made  by  the  asscciition,  the  L.  and  N.W.  Railway  had 
decided  to  issue  anglers'  cheap  tickets  from  Watford 
Junction,  which  will  prove  a  considerable  boon  to  the 
members  of  the  Watford  Piscators,  a  club  enrolled  with 
the  association.  It  was  also  stated  that  the  L.B.  and  B.C. 
Railway  would  probably  grant  cheap  tickets  to  Barombe 
to  the  Brighto  n  Anglers'  Association,  another  affiliated 
club;  and  the  members  of  the  deputation  waiting  on  the 
company  were  heartily  thanked  by  the  meeting  for  their 
•ervices.  A  vote  of  condolence  with  the  relatives  of  the 
late  Mr,  Lane,  Lea  water  bailiff  to  the  association,  was 
p&ssed.  The  visiting  officers  submitted  their  reports 
anring  the  evening.  A  deputation  had,  it  was  stated,  also 
waited  upon  the  G.  E.  Railway  with  reference  to  the 
nje  of  pnvilege  tickets  in  a  certain  direction,  and  the  com- 


pany, it  was  added,  had  promised  to  give  the  matter  their 
consideration.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed 
the  meeting.  Hon.  Reporteb, 


BOOTLE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 
The  first  annual  meeting  of  this  aeeociation  was  held  at 
the  club-room  at  the  Victoria,  Hotel,  Miranda-road,  on 
Monday  evening  last.  Mr.  Grundy  presided  over  a  large 
attendance,  and  after  some  interesting  correspondencs 
was  disposed  of  the  election  of  officers  was  proceeded  with 
as  follows  :  Chairman,  Mr.  Grundy  ;  vice-chairman,  Mr. 
Turner ;  treasurer,  Mr.  Barratt ;  auditors,  Messrs.  Hill  and 
T.  Pennington  ;  committee,  Messrs.  Gilmore,  J.  Penning- 
ton, Baker,  Reid,  Coffee,  Pritchard,  and  Brabin.  Owing 
to  Mr.  Jenkins  having  had  to  leave  Liverpool  and  relinquish 
his  position  in  the  association,  it  was  unanimously  decided 
to  elect  Mr.  Jenkins  a  vice-president  of  the  association, 
Mr.  Turner  being  elected  in  his  stead  on  the  Liverpool 
Centre  committee  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association. 
The  association  are  offering  prizes  for  specimen  fish 
captured  during  the  season,  and  competitions  will  be 
arranged  as  the  season  advances.  The  balance-sheet 
showed  a  creditable  amount  in  hand,  considering  the 
association  is  only  three  months  old,  and  over  £10  was 
promised  towards  the  prize  fund  by  the  members  present. 
Altogether  a  most  successful  season  is  anticipated  by  the 
members,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  following 
gentlemen  have  become  vice -presidents  of  the  aescoiation  : 
Alderman  B.  Cain,  J. P.,  Alderman  J.  Platts,  J. P., 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Clemmey,  R.  W.  Hall,  J.  Prescott,  W. 
Reid.  Secretary  H,  Tafner  was  re-elected,  to  whom  any 
communications  may  be  addressed  to  12,  Rennie-street, 
Kirkdale.  Eudd, 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
THE  HATCHERY  AT  ROATH  PARK, 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  flourishing  fishing  club  was 
held  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel  on  Thursday  evening.  There 
was  a  good  representative  attendance.  Mr,  John  Mander, 
in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Dr.  Taylor,  (he  president, 
occupied  the  chair.  The  financial  statement  showed  a 
slight  deficit  on  the  year's  working,  but  as  this  was  duly 
accounted  for  the  position  of  the  society  in  this  direction 
was  considered  satisfactory.  The  year's  membership  was 
over  eighty.  Dr.  Taylor  was  re-elected  president,  and 
Cols.  Gaskell  and  Rigg,  Messrs.  Lascelles  Carr,  IDavid 
Duncan,  John  Mander,  and  Councillor  Gerhold  were  re- 
elected, with  the  addition  of  Aldermen  E.  Beavan  and 
David  Jones,  vice-presidents,  Mr.  Richard  Harris  was  re- 
elected hon.  treasurer,  and  Messrs,  W.  H.  Burrows  and 
Ernest  Webster  hon.  secretaries,  and  Mr.  T.  J.  Williams 
hon.  auditor,  with  an  efficient  committee  to  carry  out  the 
business  of  the  society. 

The  work  of  the  club  for  the  past  year  has  been  of  a 
domestic  rather  than  of  a  public  character.  During  this 
time  it  has  succeeded  in  keeping  its  position  as  the  premier 
angling  organisation  of  the  Principality,  and  in  addition  to 
minor  efforts  directed  against  pollution,  obstruction,  and 
closing  of  public  angling  rights,  it  has  been  more  than 
successful  in  inducing,  at  its  initiation  and  suggestion,  the 
Cardiff  County  Council  to  establish  a  fish  hatchery  and 
aquarium  at  the  Roath  Park  in  which  to  hatch  and  breed 
yountf  fish  for  the  re-stocking  of  tlie  depleted  waters  of  the 
district.  The  hatchery  is  now  in  full  working  order, 
12,000  ova  having  been  recently  place  din  the  trays  through 
the  efforts  of  the  superintsndent  of  parks  and  open  spaces, 
Mr.  Pettigrew,  and  one  of  the  society's  vice-presidents, 
Mr.  John  Mander,  in  company  with  Mr.  Albert  Shirley 
and  other  of  the  society's  members.  It  is  hoped  this  will 
result  in  the  successful  hatching  of  a  proportionate 
number  of  trout.  If  for  no  other  consideration,  the 
efforts  of  the  society  in  the  matter  of  the  hatchery  give 
the  club  a  direct  claim  to  the  support  of  the  whole  of  the 
anglers  of  the  district,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  an 
increased  membership  this  year  will  bear  testimony  to  the 
capacity  of  the  local  fishermen  to  appreciate  what  is  being 
done  for  their  benefit  by  so  useful  a  body. — W.  H. 
BiRROws  (Joint  Hon.  Sec), 


EDEN  FISHERY  BOARD. 
Report.s  of  fishery  board  meetings  are  coming  to  band 
now.  That  of  the  Eden  took  place  at  Carlisle  last  Satur- 
day, Mr.  Maclnnes  presiding  over  a  fairly  representative 
meeting.  The  chairman  said  the  past  year  was  the  worst 
for  salmon  fishing  in  the  water  belonging  to  him  that  he 
had  known  for  thirty  years,  and  fishing  had  been  very  bad 
throughout  the  district.  The  prospects  were  good,  how- 
ever, the  spawning  beds  being  well  filled  in  both  the  upper 
and  lower  waters.  Mr.  T,  Robinson,  Cargo,  said  the 
experimental  beds  were  now  in  use,  but  would  have  to  be 
considerably  extended  before  the  desired  object  was 
attained,  Mr.  Maclnnes  was  re-elected  chairman  for  the 
year.  Mr.  Tandy  takes  the  place  of  Mr.  Isaac  Waite  on 
the  watching  committee,— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


Death  of  a  Salmon  Fisher's  Widow.— A  Cen- 
tenarian.—There  died  recently,  at  Invernaver,  Bettyhill, 
in  the  county  of  Sutherland,  Mrs.  Ann  McKay  or  Munro, 
widow  of  the  late  Alexander  Munro,  crofter  and  salmon 
fisher.  The  plate  on  her  coffin  bore  that  she  was 
100  years  of  age,  but  old  people  who  remembered  her 
in  her  youth,  and  who  kept  record  in  their  own  way, 
declare  she  was  at  least  105.  She  was  twice  married. 
Her  first  husband  died  about  seventy  years  ago.  Her 
family  by  that  marriage  predeceased  her— all  over  the 
allotted  span.  She  retained  all  her  faculties  until  a  short 
time  before  her  death.  Only  a  few  months  ago  she  was 
seen  sewing  without  spectacles. — Gilnockie. 


ANGLING  RIGHTS  IN  THE  SEVERN. 

The  question  of  angling  rights  in  the  Severn,  which 
has  been  agitated  for  a  considerable  time,  appears  to  be  on 
the  right  way  to  an  amicable  settlement,  and  there  i?  a 
prospect  now  of  satisfactory  terms  being  arranged  between 
the  fishermen  and  the  Conservancy  Board.  The  Birming- 
ham and  District  Angling  Association  have  had  an  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Willis  Bund  (chairman  of  the  board),  and  it 
was  announced  last  night  that  a  draft  of  regulations  had 
been  agreed  upon  for  submission  to  the  board.  One  of 
the  recommendations  was  that  a  fhilling  ticket  should  be 
taken  by  the  angler  in  addition  to  the  licetce.  Netting 
should  take  place  under  the  supervision  cf  the  officials  of 
the  board,  and  only  the  pike  should  be  taken  ont.  In  the 
coarse  fisher's  part  of  the  river,  from  Bridgnorth  down 
stream,  it  had  been  practically  agreed  that  no  netting 
should  take  place.  It  would  be  made  a  condition  pre- 
cedent to  the  issue  of  a  ticket  that  there  should^  be  no 
disturbing  of  game,  damaging  of  shrubs,  or  injuring  of 
fences.  Another  condition  laid  down  was  that  there  were 
to  be  no  contests  except  by  leave  of  the  board.  It  had 
been  agreed  further  that  the  close  time  was  to  be  respected, 
and  that  it  should  be  an  offence  to  take  fish  at  the  weirs. 
Trailing  has  been  pronounced  on  both  sides  as  an  illegiti- 
mate form  of  sport,  and  was  not  to  be  countenanced.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  regulations  will  secure  the 
adhesion  of  both  parties.  Fishing  is  too  enjoyable  a 
pastime  to  be  lost  through  the  anglers  demanding  too 
much  or  other  people  beingtoo  selfish. — Midland  Evening 
Neivs, 

The  statement  made  at  the  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
and  District  United  Angling  Association  on  Thursday 
night  with  reference  to  coarse  fishing  in  the  river  Severn 
has  not  given  entire  sitisfaction  to  all  sections  of  the 
association.  In  fact  it  is  intended  that  the  matter  should 
have  been  dealt  with  exclusively  on  behalf  of  the  Birming- 
ham Association,  which  is  sadly  in  need  of  additional 
fishing  grounds.  It  is  thought  by  some  that  the  Pro- 
vincial Angling  Association  have  been  unnecessarily 
brought  into  this  matter,  and  that  the  whole  negotiations 
might  very  reasonably  have  been  conducted  on  behalf  of 
an  association  which  numbers  something  like  6500  mem- 
bers. The  Provincial  Association,  apart  from  a  few  clubs 
at  Kidderminster,  Malvern,  and  other  outlying  districts, 
has  really  little  to  do  with  this  city,  which  should  be 
entirely  under  the  Birmingham  Association,  which  is 
quite  competent  to  manage  its  own  affairs.  It  is  gratifying 
to  know  that  Mr.  Willis  Bund,  the  courteous  chairman  of 
the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators,  has  expressed  his 
willingness  to  meet  a  deputation  of  Birmingham  anglers, 
altogether  apart  from  the  provincial  organisation,  on 
Thursday,  Jan.  25.  For  the  purpose  of  making  arrange- 
ments, a  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Crown  Hotel, 
Ludgate-hill,  at  which  all  Birmingham  anglers  are  invited 
to  be  present.  The  meeting  will  be  an  important  one,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  attendance  will  be  large. — Piscatob 
in  the  Birmingham  Mail. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k, 


Time  of  Kigh  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 

given  below. 

/30  min.  for  Chelsea.  fb5  min.  for  Kew. 

AddJ*^   "     '>  Putney.  ArtdJ''^   "     "  Eichmond. 

•^"'^145   ,,     „  Hammersmith,  ^^'^)sO   „     ,,  Twickenham. 

(50   „     „  Barnes.  (.85   „     „  Teddington. 

ExAMPLK  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  Hiqh  Water  at  London  Bbldse. 

Morning,  Evenln?. 

Saturday,     Jan.  20    4.35    4.50 

Sunday,  ,,  21    5.  5    5.21 

Monday,         ,,  22   5.37   5.53 

Tuesday,         „  23   .-   G.IO    e.28 

Wednesday,     „  24    6.49    7.13 

Thursday,       „  25    7.3S    8.  7 

Friday,  „  26    S.40    9.ld 

High  Water  at  Ambkelet  and  Pulboboush. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,      Jan.    20    5.15   5.30 

Sunday,  ,,      21    5.45    6.  1 

Monday,         ,,       22    6.17    6. -33 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.- The  fewr 
bright  days  at  the  end  of  last  week  made  it  reasonable  to 
hope  the  old  river  would  give  evidence  of  a  desirable 
change  in  the  character  and  condition  of  the  water  ;  and 
other  angling  writers,  in  addition  to  mysalf,  gave  the 
opinion  that  on  the  running  down  and  clearing  of  the  exces- 
sive water  there  would  be  very  good  prospects  this  week  for 
those  who  go  in  for  jack  and  perch  fishing;  there  would 
be  some  satisfactory  results  to  place  upon  record.  But 
writing  this  at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  and  Monday 
setting  in  unfavourable,  it  is  not  safe  to  expect,  with  such 
uncertainties  in  the  weather,  there  will  be  any  or  not. 
One  of  my  colleagues  in  fishing  literature  is  giving  the  idea 
that  the  barbel  ou^ht  to  feed  in  the  cold  weather,  and  I 
am  of  a  similar  opinion,  but  these  gluttons  of  the  deep  are 
very  uncertain  in  their  habits.  I  tave  before  referred  to 
the  time  when,  for  several  successive  seasons,  nothing 
V70uld  tempt  them  to  feed,  even  under  the  most  favourable 
circumstances,  and  there  was  a  general  feeling  they  had 
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left  the  Thames,  which  influenced  some  of  the  members  of 
the  T.A.P.S.  who  were  well-known  barbel  fishers  to  give 
np  Bubscribing  to  ita  funds.  I  was  at  that  period 
in  Ectiva  personal  work  on  the  river,  and  spent  most 
of  my  time  on  it.  I  used  very  freqnettly  to 
meet  at  the  residence  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Forbes,  at 
Chertsey  Bridge,  a  famoua  Thames  angler  in  those  days, 
the  .'ate  Mr.  G.  T.  Parsons,  who  was  then  living  at  Lale- 
ham,  and_  I  believe  at  one  time  was  the  hon.  secretary 
cf  the  Piscatorial  Society,  and  a  great  friend  of  the 
late  Mr.  T.  K.  Sachs.  The  question  came  under  dis- 
cussion, and  as  a  proof  the  barbel  were  still  in  the 
liver  Mr.  Parsons  undertook  to  show  me  places  where 
the  fish  were  Ijing  like  stones  on  the  bed  of  the  river  in  a 
kind  of  Bip  Van  Winkle  sleep,  and  he  tiied  everything  one 
cculd  suggest  to  tempt  them  to  move,  but  it  was  not  of  the 
slightest  use.  I  need  only  add  now  the  barbel  came  on  the 
feed  again  and  were  found  as  plentiful  as  ever,  and  there 
are  plenty  in  the  liver  at  the  present  time.  That  splendid 
writer  in  the  columns  of  Bell's  Life  in  London,  under  the 
signature  of  "Ephemera,"  described  the  Isarbel  as  the 
'  Launcelot  Gobbo  of  the  subaqueous  pantries  and 
cellars,"  I  hope  some  of  the  anglers  will  get  amongst 
them  and  have  some  lampern  as  bait,  which  was  a  special 
favourite  of  the  late  Mr.  H.  L.  Bolfe  when  the  lamperns 
were  in  season. — B. 

—  (Eton). — Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  during 
the  past  week ;  the  river  is  still  very  thick,  and  a  strong 
stream  running,  but  with  a  few  fine  days  good  sport 
would  certainly  be  the  order.  Mr,  K.  Williams  has  had 
some  good  roach  fishing  from  the  bank,  and  I  have  just 
weighed  four  taken  by  Mr.  S.  H.  Page,  of  Eton,  weighing 
31b. ,  best  fish  lib.  Icz.  Mr.  G.  K.  Hunt,  of  Hornsey,  fishin? 
in  Hampshire,  on  Thursday  and  Friday  la«t,  had  excellent 
sport  with  the  pike,  despite  the  weather,  which  was  wet 
both  days,  and  the  water  very  thick.  He  sncieeded  in 
creeling  on  Thursday  five  fish,  as  follows:  171b.,  151b., 
nib.,  61b.,  and  41b. ;  and  on  Friday  four  fish,  151b.,  12Jlb., 
91b.,  and  7Jlb. ;  the  two  151b,  fish  he  forwarded  to  his 
friend  Mr.  C.  Franklin,  of  Eton.  I  had  them  on  show  on 
Monday,  when  they  were  much  admired  by  local  anglers, 
and  I  have  sent  them  to  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Son  to  be  set 
up  in  one  case.  Anglars  will  regret  to  hear  that  the 
Countess  of  Wilton,  the  most  successful  lady  angler  for 
barbel  on_  the  Thames,  is  suffering  from  a  very  severe 
attack  of  inflaenzi  at  Monte  Carlo.  I  am  sure  all  anglers 
will  wish  her  ladyship  a  speedy  recovery  from  her  iUness. 
—Cecil  Howlett. 

  (Hampton  Court). — William  Milboume  writes  : 

"  The  river  op  Monday  was  falling  fast,  but  the  water  was 
still  very  thick,  with  a  heavy  stream.  The  return  of 
the  wet  weather  will  cause  it  to  rise  again.  The 
bank  anglers  on  14th  inst.  got  a  few  fine  roach,  and  one 
of  them  caught  four  chub,  but  none  over  21b,  There  has 
not  been  any  boats  out  all  the  week." — B. 

.  (Henley).— Jan.  18 —The  water  hera  is  still  thick, 

with  a  gcod  stream  running.  It  is  fining  down  a  little 
to-day,  and  should  ba  right  for  roaching  by  the  week-end 
if  we  have  no  more  rain.  Sport  has  improved  while  the 
water  was  in  fair  condition,  which  was  on  the  14th  inst., 
when  there  were  a  fair  number  of  jack  taken  of  31b.,  41b., 
and  one  of  81b.,  while  one  angler  took  two  of  41b.  each, 
and  one  weighing  SJlb.  The  bankers  have  not  been 
among  the  roach  yet.  I  can  only  hear  of  a  few  of  those 
fgb  having  been  taken.  We  still  hope  to  have  a  few 
days'  fishing  bafore  the  end  of  the  season.— Stanley 
Mead. 

— (Kingrrton).- There  \»  nothing  to  report  from 
this  portion  of  the  river,  and  other  places  are  in  a  sim'lar 
pomtion,  with  very  little  prospect  of  a  renewal  of  hostilities. 

.   (Lechlade,  Crlcklade).— The  heavy  and  con- 
tinuous rains  we  have  had  has  put  many  of  the  low-lying 
meadows  under  water,  and  the  river  is  bank  high,  and  in 
places  in  flood  and  discolouring  the  water,  but  it  very  soon 
clears  again.  Messrs  Simpson  and  Sparks  report  some 
nice  sport  with  pike  from  the  Inglesham  water,  getting 
one  day  there  four  brace,  the  best  fish  being  Tib.,  and  the 
smallest  'Sib.  _  A  medical  gentleman  staying  at  The  Trout, 
at  St.  .1  )ln's  Bridge,  got  a  very  nice  pike  of  101b.  live 
baiting  with  roach  ;  he  was  accompanied  by  the  "  General  " 
from  Henley,  who  has  just  told  me  that  he  has  just  lost  a 
whopper  in  the  Bloomer  pool,  towards  Buscot.  Bottom 
fishers  have  been  exceedingly  quiet  of  late,  thf ra  being 
practically  nothing  dcing  with  perch  or  roach.  I  see  from 
the  WxUh  and  Oloncester  Standard  that  the  Thames  and 
Severn  Canal  is  again  to  have  a  lot  more  money  expended 
on  it.  Some  of  the  sections  are  absolutely  empty  and  the 
grass  growing  luxuriantly  on  the  bed  of  the  c  inal,  but 
other  sections  are  quite  full  up,  and  contain  some  fine 
tench  and  pike.  Ilain  still  oming  down  at  time  of 
writing,  and  lot^ks  lik)  continuing.— Ramiiler. 

  (Marlow).— The  water  is  still  coloured  from 

recent  "  push."  but  may  be  expected  to  greatly  improve 
lj  the20-h  if  we  have  no  more  rain.  Bank  anglers  last 
wtek  were  catching  a  few  roach,  and  a  patron  of  Bert 
Cox's  landed  five  jick,  tha  largest  4Jlb.  A  few  jick  have 
been  caught  this  week,  but  none  of  any  s:z3.— J.  ri.  D. 

  (Teddinglion).— W.  McBride  says  he  has  only 

been  out  two  days  thia  last  week,  as  his  customera  do  not 
care  to  come  out  till  the  water  has  improved  in  condi- 
tion. One  day,  with  Capt.  Sjxby,  thittsen  bream  and 
a  nice  roach  of  lib.  2oz.  ;  and  another  day,  with  Mr. 
Uolden,  a  pike  cf  HJlb.,  which  has  been  sent  for 
preservation. — B. 

^  (Twickenham).— Mr.  F,  J.  Ogden-Smith  reports 

the  river  is  getting  very  thick  again,  which  will  spoil  the 
sport.  He  und  Mr.  Barrow  wore  out  one  day  and  creeled 
one  do/.on  of  roach  and  three  perch.  Mr.  J.  ./ones  and 
several  other  anglers  have  bcoii  getting  some  large  roach 
in  the  Crane.  Very  littla  hag  henn  doro  by  the  fishermen. 
Uobert  Spong  was  cut,  ono  day,  with  Mr.  Blink,  of 
Covent  Girden,  and  got  nine  bream.— B. 


  (Walton), — John  Hone  writes:  "Owing  to  the 

severe  frosts  all  the  still  waters  have  been  covered  with 
ice,  and  there  being  so  much  stream  in  the  main  river 
fishing  has  been  almost  impossible,  therefore  there  is 
nothing  to  report  this  week,  but  I  hope  to  have  more  to 
say  next  week  if  there  is  a  change  for  the  better.  We 
are,  however,  having  more  rain,  which  will  cause  another 
rise  in  the  water,  and  what  we  want  to  improve  the  fishing 
generally  is  milder  weather." — B. 

Ancholme  District.— There  has  been  quite  a  dearth 
of  news  of  late  as  to  angling,  and,  being  down  with  the 
influenza,  I  have  been  quite  unable  to  look  matte -s  up. 
The  spawning  season  for  trout  is  now  nearly  over.  There 
was  quite  a  water  famine  at  the  most  critical  time,  and 
lerons  we'e  extremely  busy  on  the  spawning  beds,  so  I 
fear  the  results  have  hardly  been  an  average.  The  Market 
Easen  Trout  Club  is  still  progressing  very  well,  and  orders 
have  been  placed  for  800O  fish  to  go  into  Ihs  ponds  at 
Willinghim  Park. — Thomas  Ford  (Oaistor). 

Arun  (Piilboroii!«h).— The  river  here  is  very  full 
and  thick  owing  to  heavy  rains,  and  the  land  to-night 
(Wednesday)  is  in  places,  in  the  lower  parts,  under  water, 
— W.  G.  Hollman. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).- The  conservators,  in 
addition  to  dissenting  from  the  Paignton  Water  Bill,  are 
asking  the  Board  of  Trade  to  assist  them  in  opposing  it, 
considering  the  scheme  likely  to  seriously  affect  the  fishing 
of  the  river. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams,— The  Fishing  Association  of 
the  Avon  and  Erme,  which  is  in  a  good  financial  position, 
have  decided  to  re-stock  the  livers  again  this  year,  an 
action  which  might  with  advantage  be  followed  by  several 
other  fishing  authorities.  Old  members  of  the  Avon  and 
Erme  Association  will  ba  able  to  renew  their  tickets  up  to 
the  end  of  next  month,  and  further  permits  will  then  be 
granted  in  order  of  application.  The  reduction  in  the 
price  of  licences  by  the  Taw  and  Torridge  Conservators 
has  not  been  a  snccass,  as  instead  of  increasing  the 
numbar  of  licecos  tha  reverse  has  been  the  case,  and 
instead  of  having  a  deficit  balance  of  £11,  as  last  year,  the 
board  are  now  £72  to  the  bad.  Last  year  the  numbar  of 
licences  issued  was  the  lowest  for  six  years.  Ths  chair- 
man of  the  board  stated  at  the  last  meeting  that  fishermen 
did  not  consider  there  were  so  many  salmon  in  the  river 
as  formerly. — Devonian. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.).— 
The  waters  in  the  Fen  district  are  gradually  subsiding, 
and_  mostly  gatting  within  the  bEnks  of  the  rivers  and 
drains.  It  is  several  year's  since  there  was  so  much  water 
on  the  Fen  lands.  Angling  has  baen  at  a  standstill,  but 
this  week  a  few  of  the  hardy  ones  have  tried  their  luck. 
So  far  as  I_ hear,  there  is  nothing  worth  reporting  at  the 
time  of  writing. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— The  waters  in  the 
Idle  district  and  in  the  adjacent  reaches  of  the  Trent  have 
baen  in  heavy  flood,  such  a  one  as  has  not  baen  experienced 
for  years,  but  it  is  now  subsiding.  Anglers  have  been 
very  few,  and  with  these  the  only  things  noticed  are  a  few 
captures  of  roach  and  bream,  taken  on  the  grass  with 
worm.  Whilst  anglers  have  been  out  of  the  way,  however, 
netmen  are  said  to  have  been  busy  in  the  waters  about 
Marnham  Ferry,  and  also  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Idle 
in  the  Misson  district.  From  the  former  place  some 
hundredweights  of  fish  have  been  taken.  These  were 
placed  in  large  hampers,  it  is  said,  and  sent  to  Tuxford, 
and  from  thence  by  rail  to  Leeds  for  consumption.  I 
cannot  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the  latter  statement. — L. 

Iiea  and  Tiibutaries. — The  Lea,which  had  been  com- 
ing down  in  heavy  flood,  had  c'eared  considerably  by  Jan.  14, 
but  on  account  of  further  rain  it  rose  on  Thursday  again  very 
high  and  coloured,  and  prospects  are  far  from  promising 
for  another  week-end.  A  sharp  frost  prevailing  in  the  Lea 
valley  on  Saturday  night  proved  a  further  drawback  to 
angling  operations.  The  roach  have  been  quite  off  the 
feed,  but  they  should  bite  well  when  the  river  and  weather 
are  more  favourable.  Mr.  Yeo,  fishing  the  Dobb's  Weir 
water,  Hoddesdon,  has  taken  a  pike  of  61b.  4;z.  Flood 
and  frost  have  brought  angling  to  a  standstill  on  the  Stort 
andBeane.  At  Burnt  Mill,  on  the  former  tributary,  the 
Hoxton  Brothers  did  not  get  a  single  fish  in  their  competi- 
tion there  early  in  the  week. — Izaak  Walton. 

IiUgrsT  B>nd  Arrow  (Iieomlnster).— Both  these 
rivers  have  been  visited  with  some  very  heavy  falls  of  rain, 
which  has  caus  sd  them  to  be  out  over  the  fields  in  places,  and 
caused  them  to  colour  and  become  quite  out  of  order  for 
fishing.  They  were  lowering  and  clearing  nicely,  but  the 
continued  lain  stops  their  getting  iu  oidar  for  grayling, 
and  there  will  not  be  any  fishing  for  some  days, — G!  wynne. 

Itvigg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (King^sland),— 
Rivers  are  still  running  fully  three-parts  bank  high,  and 
sink  a  few  inches  one  day  only  to  rise  again  the  next. 
Weather  is  and  has  been  extremely  variable,  scarcely  six 
hours  alike.  At  intervals  we  get  fierce  storms  of  rain,  and 
have  had  some  snow.  There  being  no  present  indications 
of  an  improvement,  fishing  will  be  at  a  standstill  for  some 
time.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).- Wretched  weather  has  pre- 
vailed during  the  p.ast  week;  no  particular  simples,  but 
solid  prevalence  of  fog  and  rain,  enough  to  make  the 
highest  ppirits  glum.  The  water  in  the  river  has  certainly 
receded,  as  last  week,  when  I  sent,  the  height  at  Peter- 
borough Bridge  was  nearly  14ft.,  with  pretty  certain 
indications  of  a  lise,  but  now  (Wedntsda))  we  show  a 
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height  of  nearly  12ft.,  and  the  water  has  left  adjacent 
lands,  with  signs  of  further  decline.  The  sporting  pro- 
pensities of  our  anglers  are  still  held  in  check,  as  nothing 
can  be  done  under  present  circumstances. — B.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  river  has  b^en 
more  or  less  in  flood  for  the  last  six  weeks,  and  in 
consequenca  its  banks  are  in  many  placas  altered,  and  the 
character  of  its  course  considerably  changed.  With  fine 
weather  at  the  opening  of  the  ssason  a  nice  clean  bottom, 
free  from  all  weed  and  silt,  may  be  expectad.  Fly  fishing 
may  be  commenced  on  the  unpreserved  parts  of  the 
stream  as  early  as  Feb.  2  next.  The  trout  are  often  in 
very  fair  condition  in  February,  though  for  some  un- 
explained reason  they  fall  off  in  March,  and  do  not  get 
into  prime  season  until  the  end  of  May.  No  less  than 
five  otters  were  noticed  a  few  days  ago  about  a  mile  above 
Tipton  Bridge.  There  is  no  doubt  that  these  animals 
have  bean  increasing  of  late  years  on  this  river,  probably 
owing  to  the  fact  that  there  has  been  less  hunting  than 
formerly. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holjwell  Perry).- The  river,  although  a 
trifle  high,  is  a  first-rate  colour,  and  could  not  be  better 
fjr  either  jicking  or  roaching,  the  late  fl>ods  having 
scoured  the  surplus  weeds  and  rubbish  out  nicely.  Pater- 
nostering  is  most  effective  just  now. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — There  is  now  a  nice  stream  id 
the  river,  and  the  water  here  is  at  its  usual  height,  but, 
perhaps,  a  little  too  cloudy  ;  a  couple  of  fine  days,  how- 
ever, would  put  this  right.  A  few  jack  up  to  about  51b., 
and  ona  of  71b.,  have  been  taken  by  local  anglers,  who 
seem  to  be  very  sanguine  of  gatting  good  sport  by  the  end 
of  the  week,  if  no  further  rain  falls  in  the  meantime. — 
Wm.  Nash. 

Severn,  Vsmwy,  Tanat,  and  Gun  (Llanymy- 
nech).  —  Although  much  milder,  tha  weather  still 
continues  in  the  same  unsettled  condition  it  has  been  in 
for  so  long,  and  consequently  all  these  rivers  have  been 
more  or  less  flooded,  and  more  especially  duiitig  tha  early 
part  of  this  week,  owing  to  the  very  heavy  rain  on 
Saturday  last,  when  it  poured  down  without  intermission 
for  the  space  of  twenty-four  hours,  so  that  on  Sunday 
thare  was  a  flood  in  all  thesa  streams.  Since  that  time 
there  have  been  frequent  showers,  but  not  of  very  long 
duration,  and  the  Tanat  is  now  in  very  fair  condition  for 
angling,  although  rather  above  the  average  height.  The 
Vyrnwy  also  will  in  a  few  days  be  fit  for  angling,  but  the 
Severn  has  so  overflowed  its  banks  that  it  will  be  at  least  a 
week,  or  perhaps  ten  days,  before  it  regains  its  usual  level. 
Very  little  sport  has  jet  baen  had,  although  a  few  grayling 
and  dace  have  bean  taken  from  the  Tanat.  and  a  few  pike 
from  the  Vyrnwy,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Llansantffraid. 
Some  very  fair  sizad  coarsa  fish  have  also  baen  taken 
from  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal,  near  LUnymynech. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bares,  SuflEblk).— The  river  was  in  very  fair 
roaching  order  on  the  14th,  and  although  a  cold  easterly 
wind  was  blowing,  soma  good  roach  up  to  lib.  Cjz.  each 
were  taken.  The  water  still  keeps  in  splendid  roaching 
trim,  and  having  had  several  more  heavy  rains,  will  no 
doubt  keep  in  ^ood  colour  for  the  2l3t.— W.  Bainbridoe. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  The 
temperature  has  been  higher  during  the  week,  but  the 
weather  most  unpleasant.  Fog  and  rain  have  brought 
roads  and  riverside  to  a  state  of  slush.  Fish  during  the 
flood  appear  to  have  had  a  surfeit  of  good  things,  as 
although  the  water  is  in  good  order  they  are  not  feeding 
as  was  expected.  Nothing  in  the  way  of  roach  and  bream 
worthy  of  notice  has  been  taken  from  the  Ouse.  A  trica 
of  CJlb.  pike  is  the  only  take  worth  recording  from  this 
river.  The  Cuckmere  has  afforded  poor  sport,  and  the 
Adur,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  roach  from  the 
tidal  water,  has  not  baen  worth  a  visit.  Small  fry  are 
giving  sport  in  the  canal  at  Chichaster,  and  small  pike  up 
to  3Jlb.  have  been  taken  from  the  Donniagton  and  Bird- 
ham  water  with  live  gorge.  Spinning  wi^^h  sprat,  a  visitor 
landed  a  brace  of  2 Jib.  fish.  A  tale  is  rife  here  of  a 
puntsm^n  in  Chichester  Harbour  who  recently  circum- 
vented a  string  of  geese,  and  with  his  punt  gun  killed  or 
crippled  the  majority.  On  gathering  his  spoil  he  found 
they  were  his  own  geese,  which  he  had  shut  up  carefully  at 
home,  as  was  his  wont  during  the  fowling  season. — 
Georc.e  F.  Salter. 

Terns  (]^udlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
gone  down  a  little,  but  is  still  much  too  high  for  angling, 
and  it  is  coloured.  The  weather'has  been  very  changeable, 
heavy  rains  falling  at  night,  followed  by  bright  days,  and 
the  sun  has  been  shining  brightly  between  eleven  and  three, 
and  had  the  water  been  clear  there  would  have  been  good 
sport  had  with  the  grayling.  The  water,  although  high, 
is  cleaiing  nicely,  and  if  we  can  get  the  rain  to  keep  off 
there  should  be  some  fishing  next  week.  No  angling  has 
been  done  of  late.  Salmon  have  been  seen  in  this  part, 
and  they  will  be  moving  down  water  soon  with  the  flood, 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clan,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running 
coloured  and  high  owing  to  the  late  rain,  and  there  is  no 
fishing  being  done  on  them. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  still 
ranning  high  and  coloured,  and  out  of  order  for  fishing. 
Heavy  rain  has  been  had  during  the  night,  followed  by 
fine  days,  and  the  water  is  going  down  and  olrariiig,  and 
should  we  have  fine  weather  there  should  be  some  snort 
next  week.  If  tin  wet  weather  continues  there  will  be 
very  little  grayling  fishing  done  for  some  time.  No  anglers 
out  of  late. — WoRCK.sTKii. 

Trent  (Newark).— For  weeks  thare  has  been  na 
angling  in  the  Newark  district  worth  recording  ;  so  out  of 
condition  has  been  the  Trent  that  only  occasionally  a  rod 
has  been  seen.  At  list  there  is  prospect  of  sport,  and 
cockspur  worms  appear  most  taking.  A  few  roach  and 
dace  have  been  tiike  i  during  the  week,  and  on  Monday 
Mr.  J.  llobson  bagged  a  nice  bream  weighing  31b.  I.'iioz. 
The  Piscatorial's  half-year  came  to  a  close  on  Wednesday 
night,  the  early  portion  of  which  proved  very  suooessful. 
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bream  more  especially  giriDg  f;rand  sport,  one  member, 
Mr.  T.  DavU,  booting  no  less  than  142,  weighing 
3321b.  12Joz.,  and  showing  possibly  three  times  that 
number.  The  premier  prizes  appear  as  follows  :  Roa^h, 
lib.  ooz.  four  shots,  Mr.  T.  D  ivis  ;  dace,  "ioz.  seven  shots, 
Mr.  A.  Gameley ;  bream,  31b.  13Joz.,  Mr.  J.  Hobson ; 
ohnb,  31b.  SJoz.,  Mr.  R.  Kirton ;  barbel,  61b.  2icz.,  Mr.  T. 
Cocking;  bleak,  2jz.  three  shots,  Mr.  R.  M.  Ball. — 
Trextsideb. 

Usi  ( Abergavenny).— River  has  been  very  high  for 
some  time  pist,  owing  to  recant  rains.  A  large  number  of 
salmon  are  runningup  the  Grtvyney  to  the  spiwning  b3d8  ; 
hundreds  have  been  seen  pissing  the  weir  at  Llangenny. 
Seme  few  of  the  early  fish  have  been  falling  back  down. 
Coarse  fishing  (dace)  is  allowed  all  the  year  round,  but  few 
fishermen  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity. — Eenlb  J. 
Delafield. 

Witliam,  fto.  (Blid-IiinoolnBhlre).— Owiog  to  the 
floods  and  clouded  ttate  of  the  water,  there  has  been  little 
sport  on  the  Witham.  Here  and  there  anglers  have  tried 
for  roach  on  the  grass.  A  little  fishing  has  also  been  done 
on  the  Sincil  Dyke.  Where  sport  has  been  got  has  chiefly 
been  at  the  drain  enda.  Between  Lincoln  and  Bardney 
there  have  been  a  few  fine  roach  captured,  but  nothing  of 
any  account.  The  water  between  the  Sinoil  Dyke  and 
Short  Ferry  Weir  had  a  few  visitors  on  Saturday,  and 
again  on  Monday.  Sport  on  the  lower  Witham  and  on  the 
drains  about  Boston  has,  I  understand,  been  at  a  standstill. 
— Luci. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Dave, 
Rye,  Biic;ail,  Oase,  &o.  (TorksMre).  —  Jupiter 
Pluvius  has  been  much  in  evidence  all  through  Yorkshire 
since  my  last  notes  were  published,  and  anglers  have  had 
disagreeable  weather  in  the  shape  of  rain,  snow,  sleet, 
fogs;  in  fact,  everything  possible  against  outdoor  pursuits 
to  contend  with.  This  morning  snow  fell  thick  and  fast, 
spoiling  me  of  a  day's  fishing  in  some  good  pike  water. 
All  I  can  do  is  to  take  matters  patiently  and  sing  Russell's 
song,  "There's  a  good  time  coming,  boys,  a  good  time 
coming;  There's  a  good  time  coming;  wait  a  little  longer." 
The  morning's  snow  gave  way  to  an  abnormally  mild 
atmosphere,  and  in  the  afternoon  to  rain,  a  sort  of  variety 
entertainment  as  far  as  the  weather  is  concerned,  that 
even  if  the  water  had  lean  in  good  trim  would  make 
angling  uncertain.  The  rivers  I  have  named  have  all  teen 
too  high  to  expect  good  sport,  and  a  pannier  of  grayling 
has  been  a  rarity,  and  so  many  anglers  are  /iocs  de  combat 
from  influenza  and  its  attendant  i  U  that  few  venture  out 
at  present.  I  never  knew  less  winter  fiehing  than  there 
has  been  this  season  so  far  in  Yorkshire  for  many  years. 
This  week  many  of  my  correspondents  are  as  silent  as  if 
they  were  under  as  strict  a  "  boycott "  as  the  "  ink  slingers  " 
are  in  South  Africa  just  now.  This  is,  of  course, 
because  my  friends  have  nothing  in  the  way  of  fiehing 
to  report.  This  afternoon  I  had  a  look  round  some  of  the 
breeding  becks  of  the  Yore.  There  is  a  good  show  of 
trout  in  them  still  standing  guard,  as  it  were,  over 
deposited  ova.  It  will  not  be  long  now  before  the  parent 
fish  leave  the  eggs  to  take  care  of  themselves  and  fall  back 
into  the  main  rivers.  A  lot  of  grayling  have  followed 
the  spawning  trout  up  the  Cover  from  the  Yore, 
and  the  few  caught  of  late  have  been,  as  usual, 
chock-full  of  trout  spawn.  The  grayling  are  now  in 
splendid  condition,  and  all  we  require  is  a  week's  settled 
weather  to  be  able  to  catch  a  lot  of  them.  Spawning 
salmon  are  very  scarce ;  in  places  where  I  could,  years 
ago,  find  scores  of  breeding  fish,  I  cannot  discover  one 
now,  nor  can  I  hear  of  any  up  Wensleydale  or  Bishopdale. 
A  Northallerton  angler  has  had  very  fair  sport  in  the 
Swale  above  Morton  Bridge,  and  I  hear  of  the  capture  of 
some  nice  grayling  in  Bedale  Beck,  and  a  few  pike  have 
been  caught  in  the  latter  stream  close  to  its  junction  with 
the  Swale.  Mr.  Arthur  Spenoe  captured  a  pike  121b.  in 
the  Wiske  the  other  day,  and  was  afterwards  broken  with 
a  "monster." — John  E.  Millee,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,^  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— Jan.  15,  Mr.  G.  Norris  Mid- 
wood  landed  two  nice  salmon,  19Ib.  and  201b. ;  Mr. 
Mitchell,  banker,  Airdrie,  one,  211b. ;  and  Mr.  Percy  N. 
Midwood,  one,  16Ib.  The  weather  has  been  very  much 
against  salmon  fishing. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

North  East  of  Scotland.— The  recent  floods  have 
now  subsided,  yet  the  average  flow  of  water  is  being  well 
maintained,  and  the  prospect  of  an  early  spring  run  of 
salmon  most  encouraging.  The  auspices  are,  meantime, 
all  in  favour  of  the  early  spring  angler.  The  Drum 
Hatchery,  with  about  700,000  salmon  ova,  is  doing  exceed- 
ingly well,  the  new  water  supply  working  admirably. 
A  new  hatchery  for  the  Ythan  was  stocked  last  week  with 
70,000  J,och  Levens.  The  hatchery  is  on  the  estate  of 
Mr.  Rae  Bankes,  and  was  desigoed  by  Mr.  Davidson,  Ellon. 
The  total  sales  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  effected 
at  Aberdeen  last  year  was  £10,60.5.  The  fish  were 
obtained  from  fishings  on  the  north-east  coast,  including 
the  Moray  Firth.  The  Scotch  Fishery  Board  last  week 
secured  340  live  plaice  for  the  Bay  of  Nigg  marine 
hatchery.  This  second  attempt  at  stocking  the  hatchery 
has  been  very  sncces=f  al. — G.  M. 

Tay. — The  rod  fishing  on  the  Tay  opened  on  Monday 
last.  The  net  fishing  does  not  begin  till  Feb.  11.  The 
prospects,  up  to  last  Saturday,  of  good  sport  were  every- 
thing that  could  be  desired.  Daring  the  whole  winter  the 
river  has  been  in  excellent  order  for  clean  fish  running. 
The  spawciing  season  was  the  beet  we  have  had  for  many 
years.  The  fish  spawned  very  early,  and  large  numbers  of 
telta  returned  to  the  sea  immediately  after  spawning, 
which  is  very  unusual.  Owing  to  the  heavy  rains  and 
fresh  weather  on  Saturday,  much  snow  was  melted 
off  the  hills,  which  brought  the  river  out  about 
4ft,,  and  put  most  of  the  beats  out  of  ply.  The 
mer   to-day    (Thursday)    is   in   splendid    order  for 


fishing,  and  good  sport  should  now  be  got.  Whitling  and 
sea  trout  are  very  plentiful.  The  following  are  a  few  of 
the  takes  reported:  On  Billathie  water,  on  the  opening 
day,  a  201b.  fish  was  caught  by  Miss  L.  M.  8.  Richardson, 
and  another  very  large  fish  was  lost  in  the  morning  by  the 
breaking  of  the  casting  line  just  as  it  was  beinz  landed. 
Fishing  Battleby  water  on  same  day,  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats 
caught  one  clean  fish.  Mr.  Horsfall,  fishing  Stobhall 
water  on  Tuesday,  landed  one  salmon,  weighing  17jb.  On 
Stanley  water,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  H.  P.  Holtord  caught 
two  salmon,  of  201b.  and  171b. ;  and  on  same  day,  on 
Murthly  Castle  water,  a  party  in  Mr.  Fothringfaam's  boat 
had  a  splendid  new  run  salmon  of  231b.  Messrs,  Cox,  of 
Snaigow  and  Dungarthill,  fished  the  Delvine  water  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  Imded  a  few  kelts.  On 
Logurait  Hotel  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Robert  Butter 
caught  a  salmon  of  14lb. ;  and  on  same  day,  Mr.  John 
Scott,  of  Eastertyne,  fishing  on  Pitnairn  water,  caught  a 
new  run  salmon  of  221b. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast. — The  Lagan,  on  which  this  city  stands,  opens 
for  trout  fishing  on  Feb.  1.  The  lower  four  miles,  and, 
indeed,  all  the  stretches  "  canalised,"  are  not  much  use 
for  troutiog  owing  to  pollution  and  navigation.  About  the 
Dromore  sections  a  fair  head  of  trout  is  reported,  these 
being  about  the  besb  reaches  of  the  river.  The  weather 
this  week  is  much  colder,  sleat  falling  occasionally.  Tha 
Belfast  Angling  Association  has  met  a  great  loss  in  the 
departure  of  its  gallant  president,  Major-Gen.  Sir 
Frederick  Carrington,  K.C.B.,  for  the  front.  Sir 
Frederick,  ardent  angler  that  he  is,  took  a  great  interest 
in  the  association.  His  loss,  however,  will  be  an  Imperial 
gain ;  Sir  Frederick  should  have  been  at  the  front  four 
months  ago. 

Bandrow£s  (oo.  Donega.1).— The  angling  season 
opens  as  usual  on  this  river  on  tha  1st  prox.,  and  we  are 
glad  to  state  that  owing  to  the  past  spawning  teison 
having  b»en  a  very  favourable  one,  that  already  several 
fresh  run  salmon  have  been  seen  passing  through  the  river 
to  Lake  Melvin  from  time  to  time  since  the  1st  inst. 
The  river  has  been  in  high  flood  for  the  last  six  weeks,  in 
greater  flood,  in  fact,  than  we  have  seen  it  in  for  many 
years  past,  as  there  has  been  nothing  but  incess  mt  rainy 
weather  in  this  country  lately  ;  consequently,  a  lot  of  the 
early  spring  salmon  are  certain  to  pass  through  the  river 
to  Lake  Melvin  whilst  the  river  is  now  in  flood,  and  before 
the  box  and  net  fishing  begin  operations  on  Ist  prox. — 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Cork  Rivers, — All  the  Cork  rivers  continue  in  a  very 
flooded  state,  and  it  is  supposed  that  spring  salmon  have 
been  coming  up  in  good  numbers,  as  the  conditions  were 
favourable,  and  there  were  indications  that  the  fish  were 
numerous  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  principal  waters.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Donegal  Rivers  and  Lakes.— Amongst  the  Donegal 
rivers  that  open  on  February  1  are  the  Lennon,  Gweedore, 
Gweebana,  Bundrowes,  Clady,  Owenbeg,  Glen,  Swilly, 
and  Owencarrow.  The  past  spawning  season  was  not 
successful  on  the  Bcnlrowes,  the  number  of  spawning 
salmon  and  trout  on  the  redds  being  in  excess  of  previous 
recent  seasons ;  whilst  the  spawning  hedi  of  the  rivers 
flowing  into  Loneh  Melvin  were  also  well  tenanted. — 
J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  BalHnderry  is  high  in 
flood,  and  dirty.  The  last  runs  of  salmon  are  on  the 
redds,  and  another  ten  days  will  finish  the  spawning 
season.  Pike  are  very  numerous,  and  largely  responsible 
for  the  serious  diminution  of  the  trout,  but  the  conserva- 
tors will  give  no  assistance  in  the  ridding  out  of  these 
pests.  The  Blackwater  is  also  high ;  there  is  nothing 
special  to  record  from  it.  Both  rivers  open  on  March  1.^ 
J.  A.  B. 

_  Kerry  Rivers.— All  the  principal  Kerry  rivers  con- 
tinue in  high  flood,  and  many  of  the  spawned  fish  have 
cleared  out  to  sea,  especially  in  those  waters  not  passing 
through  or  connecting  lakes.  Reports  from  the  North 
Kerry  rivers  give  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  the 
spawning  season,  now  practically  over. — T.  J.  D. 

Klllarney. — All  waters  here  are  flooded,  and  other 
conditions  are  very  favourable  for  ascending  fish.  A  good 
spring  salmon  fishing  is  looked  forward  to.  The  spawning 
season,  which  now  may  be  considered  at  an  end,  has  been 
a  very  successful  one. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  fishers  are  making  preparations 
for  the  opening  of  the  pollen  fisheries  on  Thursday  week, 
the  Ist  prox.  The  spent  fish  are  now  almost  fully 
recovered.  Thanks  to  the  indefatigable  poaching  of  the 
fishei'S,  the  pollen  is  surely  decreasing  in  numbers  and 
size,  and  so  ignorant  and  obtuse  are  these  gentry  that  they 
fail  to  see  that  they  are  killing  the  goose  that  lays  the 
golden  eggs.  It  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  fisheries 
if  the  opening  day  were  changed  to  March  1,  for  during 
February  enormous  quantities  of  spent  salmon  and  trout 
are  taken  in  the  pollen  nets  and  sold  for  pig  feeding.  Rod 
fishing  opens  on  all  the  rivers  flowing  into  or  out  of  the 
lough  on  March  1. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Eillaloe).  —  The 
floods  are  gradually  subsiding,  and,  if  all  goes  well,  I 
expect  that  some  of  the  salmon  reaches  will  be  in  good 
form  on  the  opening  day,  Feb,  1,  when  several  English 
rods  are  expected  to  arrive  here  for  the  spring  campaign. 
I  drove  down  to  Castleoonnell  with  an  English  frisnl 
yesterday  to  see  the  famous  falls  of  Doonas,  now  in  their 
grandeur,  in  the  full  majesty  of  the  torrent.  We  also  paid 
a  visit  to  our  friend,  Mr.  John  Enright,  who  kindly  showed 
us  a  magnificent  assortment  of  greenheart  rods,  spring 
salmon  flies,  &c.  The  Rev.  Mervyn  Archdall,  Chaplain  to 
the  Forces,  Belfast  Garrison,  has  rented  my  salmon  and 
trout  preserves  for  the  second  fortnight  in  February.  The 
first  fortnight  is  available  for  any  English  sportsman  who 
would  care  to  run  over  here  to  try  and  nail  a  heavy 
springer.— S.  J.  Hurley, 


Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry),— Angling 
commences  on  the  above  waters  oi  the  1st  prox.,  but  only 
brown  trout  are  had  until  about  July  1,  when  the  sea 
trout  begin  to  ariije.  All  those  waters  are  strictly 
preserved,  but  permission  to  fish  can  be  had  for  a  very 
moderate  sum. — T.  J.  D. 

SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Jan.  26. 


Soarborougb.   

Yarmouth   

Lowestoft  .„  

Aldebnrgh   

Harwiob   


Soultend,  Shear-) 
nesa,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad 
stairs  &  Bams- 


Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastkigs  . 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  ) 

Newhaven   

Shoreham  and) 
South  wick  J 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayllng  Island) 

Plymouth  


Sat. 

San. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a  m. 

e.so 

p  m. 
7.  2 

am. 

7.19 
p.m. 
7.36 

a  m. 
7  54 
p  m. 
8.13 

a.m 
8.33 
p  m. 
8..55 

am 

9,18 
p  m 
9,44 

a.m. 

10.14 

pm. 

10.48 

a  m. 
11  28 
p.m. 

11.4.3 
11.59 

0.15 

0.31 
0  47 

1.  4 
1.24 

1  47 
2.14 

2  44 
3.16 

3..50 
4.26 

0.25 

0.41 
0  57 

1.13 

1.29 

1.45 
2.  6 

2  29 
2.57 

S26 
3.88 

4.32 
5.  8 

0.59 
1.14 

1.30 
1.46 

2.  2 
2.18 

2.35 
2.55 

.3.18 
.3.44 

4  15 
4.46 

6  21 
5.  .07 

2  27 
2,42 

2.57 
3.13 

3.29 
3.45 

4  1 
4  19 

4.39 
5.  2 

5-27 
5  55 

G.29 
7.10 

S  13 
3.28 

3.44 

4.  0 

4  16 
4.33 

4.51 
.5,10 

5.31 
5.54 

6.20 
6  52 

7,29 
8.  9 

2.15 
2,31 

2.47 
3.  3 

3.19 

3.35 

3.53 
4  13 

4  33 
4.. 56 

5.20 
5.49 

6.23 
7.  3 

1.36 
1  53 

2.  9 
2.25 

2.42 
3.  0 

3  18 
3.37 

3.57 
4.20 

4.44 
5.13 

5.47 
6.26 

I.IG 
1.33 

1.49 
2.  5 

2.22 
2.39 

2  58 
3,17 

3,37 
3.58 

4  24 
4.53 

5  27 

6.  6 

1.44 
2.  1 

2.17 
2.33 

2.50 

3.  7 

3.26 
3.45 

4.  6 
4.27 

4.. 52 
5.21 

5,  .55 
6.34 

1.34 
1.49 

2.  4 
2.21 

2.38 
2.55 

3  12 

3.33 

3  56 
4.23 

4  54 

5  29 

6.  8 
0.53 

2.  1 
2  18 

2.34 
2.50 

3.  7 
3.24 

3.43 
4.  2 

4  22 
4  44 

5.19 
6.38 

6  12 
6.50 

2,  4 
2.20 

2.35 
2.51 

3.  7 
3  21 

3.42 
4.  1 

4.22 
4  46 

5.13 
5.44 

6.22 
7.  2 

8.26 
8.41 

8.56 
9.11 

9  26 
9.42 

10.  0 
10.19 

10.41 
11.  7 

11.35 

0,  8 
0.48 

STOP  PRESS. 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
Bt  TELEGtBAPH.— Friday,  Jan.  19. 

Dover. — W.N.W. ;  moderate. 
Deal. — W. ;  smooth. 
Ramsgate,— N.W. ;  smooth, 
Margate. — N.W. ;  smooth. 


BallinskelligB.— Good  takes  of  whiting  and  grey 
gurnard  are  now  being  had  here,  the  best  sport  being  had 
near  Horse  Island  on  the  ocean  side.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballyootton, — Though  the  weather  has  been  favour- 
able, no  anglers  were  out  last  week.  The  netsmen,  how- 
ever, have  not  been  idle,  and  have  been  fairly  successful  at 
various  fish  at  different  points  near  this  station. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore. — Nothing  has  been  done  among  sea  fisher- 
men here  lately.  The  weather  on  the  whole  has  been 
favourable  enough  since  the  advent  of  the  New  Tear,  but 
it  has  been  very  cold.  The  fish  usually  got  at  this  time  of 
the  year  around  here  are  supposed  to  be  numerous. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (coj  Kerry).— A  few  boats  have  been 
out  occasionally  during  the  week,  and  have  done  fairly  well 
at  whiting,  gurnard,  and  cod.  Weather  now  very  fine  for 
the  season,  but  tides  rather  high. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — Though  the  pier  has  yielded  a  con- 
siderable number  of  fish  during  the  past  tew  days,  the 
general  run  of  them,  with  the  exception  of  the  dabs,  has 
been  small.  Sunday  last  was  miserably  cold,  and  but  few 
anglers  faced  the  elements,  the  only  visitors  loeing  Messrs. 
Dryden,  Wiggins,  and  Igaflesden.  The  day's  catch  proved 
very  poor,  and  nearly  all  the  fish  were  of  small  size. 
Strong  south  wind  and  continuous  rain  prevailed  through- 
out the  whole  of  Monday,  and  the  pier  was  without  an 
angling  patron  on  that  day.  On  Tuesdajr,  Messrs.  Ray, 
Skilling,  Harding,  and  Ralph  made  fair  mixed  catches  of 
whiting,  dabs,  codling,  and  pouting,  the  first  named 
gentleman  heading  the  list  with  fifty  fish,  including  some 
very  fine  dabs.  The  improved  weather  on  Wednesday 
brought  out  a  goodly  array  of  fishermen,  including  Messrs. 
Harvey,  Webber,  Ray,  Waddell,Cavell,  SkiQing,  Meacock, 
Filmer,  Ivatt,  Bushnell,  Horncastle,  and  Chittenden  ;  but 
the  day's  sport  proved  very  disappointing,  only  about  four 
score  of  whiting  being  taken,  in  addition  to  three  codling 
and  a  host  of  small  pouting. — J.  Richaedson. 

Plymouth. — We  are  being  favoured  with,  very  mild 
weather  for  this  time  of  year,  and  fishermen,  both  amateur 
and  professional,  are  making  good  use  of  it.  There  have 
been  some  enormous  catches  of  mullet  recorded  under- , 
neath  the  Hoe.  There  are  different  rumours  as  to  the 
numbers,  but  I  believe  there  have  been  more  than  a 
hundred  dozen,  and  there  was  a  large_  quantity  of  red 
mullet  with  them.  I  have  just  had  a  visit  from  the  men 
of  the  Eddystone  Lighthouse.  They  have  been  having 
some  good  sport  with  the  bass,  taKng  some  up  to  141b. . 
weight.  Ttey  have  also  had  some  huge  pollack.  These 
men  are  stationed  on  [the  lighthouse  for  two  months  at  a 
time,  when  they  get  a  month's  holiday  on  shore,  so  that  a 
little  amusement  and  occupation  in  fishing  tends  to  pass 
away  the  time,  which  wonld  hang  heavily  on  their  hands, 
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besides  finding  a  hit  of  fresh  fish  as  a  change  to  their  salt 
meat.  As  they  are  not  allawed  a  hoit,  their  modes  of 
Ratting  the  lines  clexr  from  the  rocts  are  very  novel. — 
"William  Heabder  (B.S  A.S  ). 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).— Sport  has  been  poor,  wibh 
ths  exception  of  small  bass  and  pollack  from  the  landing 
stages,  and  SDme  codliag  and  pouting  from  th3  pier. — 
W.  E.  Lakes. 

Valentia. — Sport  has  bsen  very  good  for  the  past  few 
days  at  whiting  and  garnard,  but  bad  at  other  fish.  Tiie 
weather  at  time  of  writing  is  fine,  but  very  cold,  with 
occasional  hail  showers. — T.  J.  Dennehy. 


Jingling  ^ijefitres. 

January  21. 

Admiral  Blate  :  Match  at  Taplow, 
Clapham  Junction  :  Gating  to  Datchet. 
Crown  and  Buckland :  Oatiog  to  Harlow. 
Elgin  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
Junior  Piscatorials  :  Competition. 
Korth-East  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing, 
St.  John's  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
Stcckwell :  Outing  to  Datchet. 
Stratford  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 
United  Brothers  :  Match  at  Chelmsford. 
Wenlock  :  Match  at  Broxbourne. 
JauuaTy  22. 
Collingwood :  Vitit, 
Dibdin:  Visit. 

Original  Alexandra  :  A.B.S.  conceit. 
January  25. 

Duke  of  Norfolk :  Visit. 


Jan.  28. — Allason  United  :  Match  at  Hampton. 
,,     28. — Battersea  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Shepperton. 
,,     28. — Blenheim:  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
,,     28. — Burlington  Piscatorials  :  Gating  to  Bourne 
End. 

,,     28.— Cambridge  Fiiendly  :  Match. 
,,     28.— Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
,,     28. — Lincoln  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
,,     28. — Stockwell :  Match  at  Datchet. 
,,     28. — Wimbledon  Piscatorials :  Match. 
,,     29. — Pis satorial  Society  :  Smoking  concart. 
„     29.— Stepney:  Visit. 
,,     30.— Oiijtinal  Alexandra  :  Supper. 
,,     31. — Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Feb.    1. — A.B.S.  (Richmond  Competition)  Dinner. 
,,      4. — Battersea  Friendly :  Match  at  Cookham. 
„      4.— Camden  :  Match  at  Henley. 
,,      4. — Ssrapis;  Gating  to  Sandy. 

4. — Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
,,       5. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Visit. 
,,     12  — Hearts  of  Oak:  A.B  S.  concert. 
,,     14. — Holloway:  Supper  and  distribution. 
March  1. — Limehouse  Piscatorials:  "Cinderella"  dance. 
,,     19.— Piscatorial  S  ooiety  :  Annual  dinner. 


3^ejr0Xts  from  Clu&s 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'olook  on  Timnday 
Bvaningr-  Address  "  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dtinntan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marhed  "Club 
Kepoet  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  ABsooiation.— Impoetant  to  Anglees.— 
The  Great  Eastern  liailway  Co.  in  future  will  allow  cheap 
anglers'  tickets  issned  from  stations  on  the  London  side  of 
Tottenham  to  stations  below  to  be  available  at  Tottenham 
on  the  return  journey  without  extra  payment,  but  they 
cannot  agree  to  the  cheap  tickets  being  available  at  inter- 
mediate stations  generally  either  on  the  outward  or  home- 
ward journey. — II.  OnuRNEY. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — The  committee  will 
meet  on  Friday,  .Ian.  2fi,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghubney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
List. — A  Buccesgfnl  visit  was  paid  to  the  North  London 
A.S.  on  ICth;  when  the  roll  was  oilled  at  11.15  p.m., 
fourteen  clubs  being  well  represented.  The  room  wae 
nearly  filled  with  a  great  muster  of  leading  anglers  and 
friends,  and  everyone  enjoyed  the  evening's  amusement, 
and  secretary  Stretch  and  his  son  did  their  very  best  to 
get  the  excellent  talent.  I  thank  them  both,  and  all  who 
were  present.  I  opencil  their  A.B.  box,  and  the  contents 
was  £1  ia.  My  next  visit  is  on  Jan.  29,  to  Amicable  Wal- 
tonians, at  their  new  headquarters,  George  and  Dragon, 
St.  John-street-road. — Bkn  Abrahams. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing List. — Angl(;r«  please  take  note  that  the  next  return 
viail  will  take  place  on  .Jan.  25  at  the  Dnke  of  Norfolk 
Angling  Hooioty,  held  at  the  Apollo,  All  Baints'-road, 
Westbonme  I'ark,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — J. 
Harrik. 

Anglirs'  Benevolent  Society.— The  dinner  of  the 
committee  of  the  late  Richmond  A.B.S.  Angling  Com- 
petition takes  place  at  Duke  of  Sussex  Hotel,  Uxbridge- 
Btroet,  Notting  Mill  Gate,  on  Thursday,  Feb.  1.  Dinner 
on  table  at  8  p.m.  Tickets  29.  each.  Host  Nicholas  will 
do  the  catering.  Members  of  the  committee  will  oblige 
by  tending  on  names  and  deposits  p'jr  return,  so  that  I 
cin  guarantee  the  exact  number  wbo  will  be  precent. 
Friends  can  also  join. — Bkn  Auraiiamh,  Hon,  Sec,  25, 
Silver-etreet,  K'nsington. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Ux bridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 


Our  delegate  gave  in  the  A. A,  report,  which  was  accepted. 
Gar  sweapstakes  match  takes  place  on  Jan,  28 ;  from 
Hampton  Ferry  to  Sunbury  Lock;  two  rods  ;  all  fish  are 
weighable  except  eels  and  jack.  All  to  leave  on  the 
morning  of  match  only  ;  not  overnight.  All  names  must 
be  in  by  the  27th,  so  we  can  arrange  the  number  of  prizes. 
Entrance  fee,  Is.  _G.  Barker  has  the  arrangements  in 
hand,  and  I  thank  him  for  the  great  help.  I  would  like 
members  to  all  be  up  on  24th,  and  we  can,  perhaps,  settle 
the  priza  list  then.  Mr.  A.  Osborne  had  some  nice  roach 
from  Thame's  on  Jan.  14. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  George 
and  Dragon  (late  Pierpont),  St,  John-street,  Glerkenwell. 
— On  Jan.  14  several  of  our  members  were  out,  but  on 
account  of  the  severe  weather  only  one  member  weighed- 
in  fish — Mr.  Miller,  with  roach.  The  next  return  visit  on 
the  No.  2  Eastern  District  takes  place  at  the  above  house 
on  Feb.  5,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  brother 
anglers  on  this  occasion,  this  being  our  firet  visit  in  our 
new  quarters,  I  wish  to  make  it  a  success.  Secretaries 
will  receive  notice  in  due  course,  and  hope  they  will 
respond  on  this  occasion. — E.  R.  Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— On  14th  inst.  a  good 
attendance  of  members  at  monthly  outing  to  Datchet,  hut 
river  was  not  altogether  in  good  fishing  trim,  the  only 
Buco9ssful  members  were  Mr.  C.  Canaar  and  Mr.  H, 
Mallett,  jan.,  leaving  one  lapsed  prize,  also  one  for  tei 
fishing.  Lstters  and  reports  from  Messrs.  B.  C.  Booth, 
R.  Chadd,  and  J.  Jones  regretting  their  non-attendance 
owing  to  being  down  with  the  "flue."  Notice  received 
re  visit  to  Collingwood  A.S.  on  Monday  next ;  several 
promised  to  attend  to  support  "  Straw  Hat." — W, 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — Our  match  at  Reading 
on  the  14th  resulted  as  follows :  G.  Stevens,  first ;  F. 
Aplin,  second  ;  A.  Ansty,  third  ;  G.  Cox,  fourth.  We  fish 
an  odd  and  even  match  at  Cookham  on  Feb.  4  for  a  meat 
tea ;  the  winners  to  pay  Is.,  the  losers  2s.  Members  and 
friends  of  any  club  are  invited  to  take  part  in  this  match. 
The  tea  will  be  provided  after  the  match  at  Cookham,  We 
intend  shortly  to  have  a  lantern  lecture,  given  by  Mr. 
Wade  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S. — A.  Dejonge. 

Battersea  Piscatorial  Society,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  Battersea, — Our  next  match  takes  place  at 
Shepperton  (roving)  on  Jan.  28;  to  go  by  the  8  3  a.m. 
from  Clapham  Junction  and  return  by  the  8  p.m. — T. 
Tringham. 

Bermoudsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  8.E. — The  members  fished  a 
competition  for  their  January  series  of  prizes  on  the  14th, 
only  four  out  of  the  six  being  won.  Mr,  J,  Smith,  SJlb., 
first ;  Messrs.  G,  _  Pocock,  J,  Wigley,  and  J,  Martin 
following  in  rotation  as  above.  On  the  17th,  Host  G. 
Shepherd  weighed-in  121b.  of  capital  roach  from  the 
Thames. — Ale.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  S,E. — Our  match  at  Staines  was  well 
attended,  twenty  members  taking  part ;  catches  rather 
small,  all  prizes  being  taken.  Mr.  F.  Jones,  first,  with 
one  chub,  31b,  4Joz, ;  Mr,  J,  Barker,  G.  Howard,  and  F. 
Barker  were  the  other  three  winners.  Should  like  to  see 
all  members  at  Collingwood  Visit  next  Monday,  Jan.  22. — 
J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill.— We  tried  to  finish  our 
Christmas  outing  on  Jan.  14  at  Windsor,  but  owing  to  the 
state  of  the  Thames,  without  saccess.  I  am  afraid  fishing 
is  very  bad  just  now,  as  reports  from  all  parts  are  very 
unfavourable.  One  of  our  membera  fishing  at  Staines, 
where  the  water  was  a  rushing  torrent  and  as  thick  as 
mud,  landed  a  barbel,  much  to  bis  surprise,  as  we  had 
been  taught  that  barbel  did  not  feed  at  this  time  of  year, 
and  with  water  in  this  condition.  We  fish  at  Windsor 
again  on  Jan.  21;  same  conditions  as  before. — C. 
Chaplais. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  Society.  The 

Windsor  Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.— On  Jan.  14 
Mr.  J.  Roach  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  41b.  12Joz.  ;  Mr. 
F,  S.  Pavett,  roach  and  perch.  On  Jan.  17  it  was  decided 
to  leave  the  books  open  until  Jan.  24,  when  all  subscrip- 
tions must  be  paid  without  fail.  All  members  and  friends 
are  requested  to  note  that  our  grand  concert  cn  behalf  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  "  Tobacco  Fund "  takes  place  on 
Feb.  12. — T.  Paternoster. 

Branswiok  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  B. — We  had  a 
very  good  muster  at  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  The 
delegate  read  his  report  of  the  business  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  meeting.  I  have  not  had  a  weight  of  fish  to 
report  for  some  weeks  past,  although  several  members  have 
been  out. — F.  Randall. 

Burlington  Piscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel, 
Burlington-road,  W. — An  outing  will  take  place  on 
Jan.  23  at  Bourne  End ;  two  rods  allowed ;  all  fish  to 
weigh.  Prizes,  17s.  6d.,  12s.  Cd.,  IOj.  All  to  go  by  the 
first  or  subseciuent  trains  on  the  morning. — P.  11. 
Lavinoton. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Foun- 
tain's Abbey,  Praed-street,  W. — An  outing  will  take  pla03 
at  Windsor  on  Jan.  28,  boundary  from  Eton  Uriclge  to 


OoMMKiu'E,  wiTFi  ITS  SrnitADlNd  WiNiitf,  han  travorncd  Uio 
^lolio  many  ttmen,  and  binds  nationn  together  with  Iho  BtrooK 
tioH  of  mutual  freir-lntoreHt.  Tbrough  itn  inllui^iico  London  Iian 
Loi'onio  tho  niotropolis  of  tho  world,  and  hor  niorchantn  havo 
amaxRed  wealth  nulllcient  to  make  thorn  tho  envy  of  prlncen. 
Hi;ll*way'fl  IMIIh  and  Ointment  have  now  boconio  oaHontial  articles 
of  common^o  with  all  parts  of  th»  world.  'I'liey  have  effected 
cureH  which  have  Boomed  miraoulona,  and  Riven  roliof  In  com- 
))lalntH  when  all  hope  bad  boon  lout.  In  all  known  dlRoasex 
their  HucooHfl  han  at  all  tImoH  been  wondcrfnl.  In  canes  of 
dliordara  of  th<^  Htomnch,  bllo,)lvor  complaint,  IndlgnNtlon,  fevern, 
ague,  &c.,  they  act  like  a  charm,  as  tho  cure  In  npoody  and  cartatn. 


Surly  Hall.    Members  competing  can  travel  by  either 
railway ;  usual  conditions,  bank  only. — W,  Sutton. 
CambrlcUra  Heath  Brotti  rs  Aa^ung  Bjdety, 

The  Good  Hitent,  Mowlem-street,  Dishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  Jan,  14,  Messrs.  Everett,  roach ; 
B,  Sawyer,  jun.,  roach  end  dace  ;  J,  Baines,  roach;  and 
Yeo,  one  jack  from  Broxbourne  (61b.  3oz.).  The  last  train 
leaves  Liverpool-street  on  Saturday  night,  Jan,  20,  at 
7,15  p.m.,  for  Bnres,  where  an  engagement  takes  place  on 
the  2l8t,  for  twelve  prizes,  AH  to  mobilise  at  Staunch 
Farm  Fishery  (aesociation  water) ;  start  fishing  at  7  a.m., 
cease  at  4  30  p.m. ;  ehow  fish  at  No.  1  swim  not  later  than 
5  p.m.  Field  cornets  W.  Argent  and  G.  Woodward  have 
charge  of  affairs.  On  the  16th,  before  a  good  attendancs 
of  members,  the  delegate's  report  was  passed,  and  I  beg 
to  remind  members  going  away  on  Saturday  they  must 
sign  on  at  the  club-house,  and  our  neighbours.  Original 
Alexandra,  are  holding  a  concert  on  behalf  of  A.B.S.  on 
Monday,  Jan.  22,  when  I  trust  we  shall  give  them  a  show. 
— P,  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street.  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — On  Jan.  14 
Mr,  Taylor  saved  us  a  blank  with  a  few  perch  from  the 
Lea.  We  fish  for  a  aeries  of  prizes  at  Henley  on  Feb.  4. 
Full  particulars  apply  club-house  any  time  before 
competition.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  one  of  our 
members  at  the  front  (Mr.  Burton),  in  which  he  says  that 
on  the  Modder  he  has  taken  in  four  hours  enough  fish  to 
supply  fourteen  men's  Supper,  the  largest  a  so-called  perch 
of  4lb.  2oz. — R.  Marshall. 

Central  Association  Visiting  List.  — The  next 
return  visit  is  to  the  poUiDgwood  A. 8.,  Lord  Nelson, 
Ne1son-;quare,  Blackfriar%road,  on  Monday  next,  22od 
inst.  Their  president,  Mr.  J.  JeSerys,  is  to  occupy  the 
chair.  The  Collingwoods  are  good  boys,  and  deserve  to  be 
well  supported. — W. 

Clapham  Jnnotlon  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
Our  tenth  days'  outing  will  take  place  on  Jan.  21  at 
Datchet,  for  six  prizes;  boundary  from  Albert  Bridge  to 
Old  Bell  Weir  Lock.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction  at 
8.27;  return  from  Datchet  at  five  o'clock;  all  to  cease 
fishing  at  4.30.  Quarterly  meeting  will  take  place  on  the 
24th  inst.,  when  locale  of  another  match  will  be  settled, — 
G,  T,  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.  —  The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the 
Dibden  A.S.,  held  at  the  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt-stieet, 
Camden  Town.  A  good  evening's  entertainment  will  be 
provided  for  brother  anglers  and  friends. — F.  Castell. 

Collingwood  Ani^ling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  8.B. — We  take_  our 
Central  Visit  on  Monday  next,  22nd  inst.  Our  president, 
Mr.  J.  Jeffery,  "  Straw  Hat,"  will  take  the  chair, 
8.30  p.m.  sharp.  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  packed  room. 
Plenty  of  music,  &o.  Now  hurry  up,  or  all  the  seats  will 
be  gone.  Since  last  report  Messrs.  R,  W.  Ball  and  J, 
Jarrett  had  a  nice  bag  of  roach  from  the  Thames ;  Mr,  W, 
Gooding  went  on  a  day's  foraging,  and  brought  in  a  jack. 
Will  all  members  please  attend  on  Wednesday  to  arrange 
January  onting  ?— F.  P.  Sorge. 

Cosy  Ang[Ung  Society,  The  Pice  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.— On  Jan,  14  Mr,  G 
Holman  weighed-in  roach  from  the  Thames. — J.  White. 

Covent  Qarden    Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms, Long  Acre,  W.C, — On  Jan.  14  Messrs.  John  Massey 
and  J,  Massey,  jun,,  weighed-in  some  good  jack  and  chub 
and  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Curtis  had  a  good  show  of  bream.— 
W,  Massey, 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Jan,  14  a  few  members 
ventured  out,  in  spite  of  the  inclement  weather,  Messrs 
T,  Thompson  and  A,  Lloyd  were  the  only  ones  to  weigh 
in,  they  having  a  nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  On 
Jan,  16,  a  very  poor  attendance.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  the  23rd  to  arrange  for  an  outing. — S 
Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W, — We  had  a  very  sma? 
meeting  on  Wednesday  last,  when  the  delegates  report 
was  read.  The  next  return  visit  on  C.D.V,  list  will  take 
place  on  Jan,  22  at  the  above,  when  we  hope  to  see  a  good 
gathering  of  anglers  and  friends. — E.  Coltman, 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park, — During  the  week  the 
following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Balls,  roach  and  dace 
Vogan,  61b.  9oz,  roach ;  (Sale,  41b,  lOoz,  roach ;  SuUins 
roach  and  dace  ;  Barrett,  roach  and  dace  ;  and  Fathers 
roach  and  dace.  Several  others  weighed-in.  On  Jan.  22 
our  return  takes  place,  when  the  attendance  of  the  brother 
club  members  will  be  esteemed  a  favour. — W.  Jenkins. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaso 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital. — On  Jan,  14 
we  had  a  fair  show  of  fish,  Mr.  Mitchell  weighed-in  some 
roach  and  two  chub  nearly  71b.,  largest  31b.  ll^oz.  Also 
had  fish  :  Messrs,  Verity,  roach ;  Crow,  roach ;  Ellins 
roach,  dace,  and  chub. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms 
Circus-street,  Greenwich. — At  our  annual  general  meeting 
held  last  week  for  the  election  of  officers  for  the  year  1!>00 
tho  following  were  unanimously  elected :  President,  Mr. 
G.  II.  Dowsett;  vice-presidents,  Mr,  J,  B.  Orr  and  Mr 
W.  Marshall ;  chairman,  Mr.  T.  J.  Church  ;  vice 
chairman,  Mr,  H,  Burgess  ;  committee,  Messrs,  French. 
Gorton,  Dupere,  Wack,  Steer,  Thompson,  Orsman,  and 
Sooble ;  treasurer,  Mr,  A,  T.  Waring ;  curator,  Mr 
Gorton  ;  and  Mr.  Dryden,  secretary.  Several  good  fish 
have  been  weighed-in  lately,  notably  a  dace  by  Mr 
Thurston  of  14oz.,  and  in  splendid  condition.  Mr.  Church 
had  a  record  day  at  Deal,  and  Mr.  Dupere  some  d<3cent 
whiting  same  time.  The  monthly  prize  tor  December  was 
won  by  Mr,  Grsmao,  Our  next  smoker  will  be  duly 
announced  in  F.  O. — J.  D. 
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Haroourt  Angrlln^  Society,  Haicoort  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W.— We  had  only  one  member  weigh 
fiah  on  Jan.  14— a  few  roach  from  the  Thim?B.  Everyone 
complained  of  the  lack  of  spDrt,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the 
hard  frost  on  Saturday  night.  The  water  was  a  grand 
colour,  and  lo3ked  good  enough  for  a  nice  show  of  fish,  but 
what  few  were  ciught  were  Gke  lumps  of  ice.  Members 
will  not  forget  that  our  A  B.S.  concert  is  on  Feb.  1.— 
A.  E.  Pav.ne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Anfflingr  Soc'  ety,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  BethnalGreen.— On  Jan.  14  Mr.C.  Smith 
had  a  nica  ehow  of  roach.  On  Feb.  12  we  have  a  smokiog 
•  concert  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S  .-nhen  Mr.  B.Williams, 
of  the  Cambridge  Heath  Brcs.  A  S.,  will  take  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  E.  Brockett,  Original  Alexandra  A.S.,  vice-chair. 
Hoping  secretary  will  take  note  — H.  BAGS.nAW. 

Highbury  Angling'  Sodoty.  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Hollcway,  N.— Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw, 
on  the  12th  inst.,  had  a  nice  basket  of  fish,  21Ib.  IJoz., 
I    consiatiBg  of  a  121b.  pike,  81b.  9i:z.  roach,  and  a  dace  of 
Jib.    Same  date  Mr.  J.  Parsons  secured  a  few  roach, 
21b.  lOoz.  (largest  lib.  5|oz.).    On  the  17th,  Mr.  S.  Stone, 
roach  and  dace,  41b.  9oz. ;  and  Mr.  F.  Berry,  in  two 
ontings,  14lb.  4Joz.  roach  and  p3rch,  best  perch  lib.  2f  iz. 
There  will  be  several  matters  down  for  discussion  next 
I    Wednesday,   icoluding   arrangements  for   a  week-day 
i    outing,  and  I  trust  all  likely  competitors  will  attend. 
I    The  result  of  our  shilling  subscription  to  the  "  Tobacco 
I    Fund  "  of  the  F.  G.  is  a  cheque  for  £1  lOs.,  sent  to  the 
i    Editor.— E.  W. 

I  Hollcway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N.— At  a  well-attended  meeting  on 
Jan.  1 7  several  matters  of  importance  were  discussed,  a 
splendid  piecs  of  water  for  the  use  of  the  club  was  rented, 
also  fml  arrangements  were  made  for  the  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizas  won  during  the  last  two  outings, 
which  will  take  place  on  Feb.  14.  It  promises  to  ba  very 
successful.  Few  members  have  anything  to  report  aa 
regards  fishing,  owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  rivers. 
On  Jan.  14  Mr.  Clayton  weiuhed-in  a  good  show  of  roach, 
!    eeventefn  in  number,  from  Jib.  to  Ijlb.— A.  Claytox. 

Hoxtou  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
i  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — The  members  competed  for 
1  special  prizes  on  Jan.  14  in  the  river  Stort,  at  Burnt  Mill. 
I  As  no  &h  were  taken  thev  will  again  ba  competed  for  on 
,   Jan.  21  in  the  Lea,  at  Ware,  from  the  Tumbling  Bay  to 

I the  Engine  House  ;  leave  London  by  nine  o'clock  train. — 
JOHXSY. 
Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  Jan.  7  Mr.  Bnrwash 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Croker,  roach.  On  the 
I  14th,  Mr.  Croker,  loich  and  dace.  We  met  on  Tuesday 
I  last  (Mr.  Howard  in  the  chair),  when  our  delegate  to  the 
i  Anglers'  Association  gave  in  hia  repo.t,  which  was  very 
t  satiifictory.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

!  Zsaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsknd-ioad.  —  The  special 
prizes  offered  for  compatition  on  Jan.  14  and  Jan.  17  were 
not  taken.  They  will  be  fished  again  on  Jan.  28  and 
Jan.  31,  on  the  Sime  conditions,  and  if  not  taken  on  thess 
dajs  they  may  be  competed  for  again  on  the  following 
Sundays  and  Wednesdays  until  tiken.  It  has  been 
arranged  that  the  last  meeting  night  in  the  month  ehill 
be  a  musical  evening,  commencing  on  Jan,  .31. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road,  Isorth  Kensington.— Since  my  last  report  wa  have 
had  two  shows  of  fi3h  weighad-in  by  Messrs.  Bence  and 
Reddington.  Will  membera  please  attend  next  week,  as 
we  have  some  very  important  business. — G.  Bence. 

Iiimehouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Silver  Tavern, 
Burdett-road,  E. — .Sinca  my  last  report  we  have  held  our 
first  half-yearly  meeting,  at  which  a  statement  of  accounts 
was  brought  forward.  Messrs.  A.  Lucas  and  H.  J.  Stevens 
acted  as  auditors,  and  all  the  effioers  have  been  congratu- 
lated upon  the  healthy  cf  nlition  of  so  young  a  society. 
The  committee  is  now  hard  at  work  arracgring  the  details 
for  our  dance,  which  takes  place  at  the  Limehouse  Town 

I  Hall  on  Thurediy,  March  1.  On  Jan.  1  we  hid  an  outing 
for  jack  to  the  Welsh  Harp,  but,  unfortunately,  with  little 

imcC'fg.  Mr.  J.  T.  Winckworth  was  elected  a  member  at 
our  last  meeting.  Committee  meet  on  Friday  next. — R .  J. 
Wills. 
Zilncoln  Angling  Scolety,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N. — On  Jan.  14  only  a  fetv 
members  were  out — Messrs.  Richards,  W.  Watling,  and  J. 
Cook,  each  having  a  few  roach  and  dace.  The  members 
of  the  above  fish  a  match  at  Bourne  End  on  Jan.  28,  for 
■ii  prizes;  all  to  start  first  train  from  Paddington  on  the 
morning;  nsual  conditions;  two  reds  allowed. — W. 
Watlisg. 

Liverpool  Angling   Association,  Bee  Hotel, 

I  Qneen-equare. — Oar  quarterly  meeting  on  the  11th  was 
only  moderately  attended.  The  agenda  paper  contained 
nothing  special,  and  was  soon  disposed  of.  The  hon. 
treasurer's  account  of  receipts  and  payments,  showing  a  few 

I  pounds  to  credit,  was  piessd  and  adopted.  Subscriptions 
are  due  in  advance,  and  some  were  paid,  but  there  was  not 
a  general  looseciog  of  the  pnr^e  strings,  members  not 
having  generally  realised  the  fact  that  another  season's 
fishing  is  close  upon  us.  A  considerable  quantity  of  prizes 
of  various  and  useful  descriptions,  amongst  them  being 
cash  won  at  competitions  and  for  specimen  fieh,  ham, 

'  boots,  gold  centre  medals,  gM  scarf  pin,  white  dress 
shirt,  box  of  cigars,  two  lib. -plugs  tobacco,  and  a  valuable 
painting  were  presented.  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Pennington 
promised  prizes  for  the  first  competition,  bat  in  face  of  the 
continaed  deluge  it  will  be  some  time  before  one  can  be 
fixed. — Rd.  Woolfaj.l. 

Maldon  and  Heybrldge  Angling  Society, 
White  Lion  Inn,  Maldon,  Essex. — Since  my  report  of  last 
week  some  fair  catches  of  roach  have  been  reported.  Mr. 
J.  Freeman,  jnn.,  fishing  on  the  10th  inst.,  secured  fifteen 

>  roach,  weiguing  101b. ;  and  S.  Vince,  on  the  11th,  secured 


61b.  of  good  sized  roach.  Messrs.  A.  Everitt,  T.  Springett, 
S.  Vince,  F.  Keen,  and  H.  Hutchinson,  fishing  during  the 
afternoon  on  the  12th,  secured  IClb.  of  roach  between 
them,  largest  fish  scaling  lib.  SJoz.  The  cold  east  wind 
on  tha  13th  evidently  put  roach  off  the  feed.  Several 
anglers  had  very  little  eport.  Mr.  Miller,  of  the  West 
Ham  A.S.,  was  fortunate  in  getting  about  a  dozen  good 
roach  ;  also  F.  Vale  a  few  good  fish.  The  time  of  high  water 
at  Beeleigh  on  the  21st  inst.  will  be  at  4.8  p.m.  Bait  for 
roach  being  paste  and  wheat,  also  a  red  worm.  Mr.  F. 
Anderson,  fishing  to-day  (Jan.  17)  secured  a  good  bag  of 
roach.  The  water  is  getting  into  good  condition,  and  no 
doubt  will  give  good  sport  at  the  end  of  the  week.  The 
privilege  tickets  for  fishing  the  Langford  waters  are  iesaed 
at  'ii.  each,  available  up  to  March  14.— F.  Keen. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newiogton-green,  N. — The  general  meeting  of  this  society 
will  beheld  on  Tuesday  next,  at9.30  p.m.,  when  important 
business  will  be  brought  forward. — A.  E.  H. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Jan.  14 
our  pegged-down  match  at  Burnt  Mill  was  unsuccessful, 
BO  on  Jan.  21  a  boundary  match  will  take  place  from  St. 
Margaret's  Bridge  to  Rye  House  Bridge.  Hope  that  our 
members  will  turn  up  and  make  it  a  success,  as  there  are 
eight  good  prizes  to  fish  for.— G.  Taylor. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— Mr.  J.  Bannister  brought 
home  a  nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  jack  from  the 
Kennett,  largest  jack  91b.,  largest  dace  lOoz.,  largest 
roach  IJlb.— B.  Dyball. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Ajiohor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green,  E.  —  On 
Jan.  14  B.  Preston  weighed-in  jack  ;  A.  Birch,  roach. 
Hope  to  have  a  full  room  of  friends  on  Monday,  at  our 
A.B.S.  concert.  Fish  will  now  be  weighed-in  on  Sundays, 
from  10  to  10.50  p.m.— G.  Baees. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society, 
Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.— On 
Jan.  14  only  three  prizes:  Messrs.  Freeman,  first,  jack  ; 
Callow,  sccand,  roach  ;  Woods,  third,  roich,  Mr.  Isaacs 
also  had  roach.  Remaining  prizes,  members  to  go  where 
they  please. — A.  H. 

Phoenix  As  gling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.— Our  match  on  Jan.  14  was  well  at- 
tended, but  the  fish  were  not  very  tenacious.  O.nly  six 
were  caught,  the  three  prizes  being  taken  by  Messrs.  F. 
Dove,  Nobby,  and  Capt.  Shaw. — R.  C. 

Bioyal  Qeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Batsman-streat,  Soho-square.— On  Jan.  14  a  few  of  our 
members  were  out,  but  failed  to  get  fish;  consequently,  I 
have  to  record  a  blank.  At  our  last  meeting  we  got 
through  what  business  there  was  to  ba  done,  but  should 
like  to  have  seen  a  few  more  members.  Some  of  our 
members  are  ailing  from  various  complaints,  and  we  wish 
them  all  a  speedy  recovery,  and  trust  to  see  them  all  at  a 
very  early  date.— J.  Gibbons. 

Scrapie  Angling  Socitty,  Mitford  Tavern, 
Amhnrst-road,  Hackney,  N.E. — Our  prize  outing  was  a 
great  success,  evary  prize  being  taken,  Messrs.  T.  Morris, 
P.  Schnltze,  and  W.  Priddla  taking  the  top  prizes  with 
nie  3  shows  of  roach  and  perch.  Our  next  prize  outing  will 
take  place  on  Feb.  4,  at  Sandy. — H.  Gaffee. 

South  Bermondsey  Plsoatorlals,  Institute, 
Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.— On  Jan.  14  Mr.  Percy 
AUum  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  ;  also  Mr.  W.  Streeton, 
roach.  It  is  with  deep  regret  we  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
A.  Eldridge,  who  for  many  years  conducted  the  famous 
excursions  to  Pulborough  and  Amberley,  and  wish  to  con- 
vey our  sympathy  to  his  wife  in  her  sad  misfortune. — 
J.  H.  Davis. 

St.  John  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St.  John- 
street-road,  Clerkenwell. — On  the  10th  we  had  a  special 
general  meeting,  when  a  lot  of  useful  work  was  got 
through  and  an  outing  to  Bourne  End  arranged  for  the 
2 1st.  On  the  14th  we  had  a  small  show  of  roach  and 
dace  from  the  Thames  by  Messrs.  Mills,  Podger,  and 
Souch.  Prizes  have  ako  been  arranged  for  the  month  of 
February  ;  full  particulars  at  clubhouse.— F.  Thorling, 

St.  Pencras  Piscatorial  J&ociety,  Queen's  Arms, 
Qaeen's-crescent,  Haverstock  Hill,  N.W. —The  annual 
concert  of  the  above  society  wiUtake  place  at  the  Queen's 
Arms,  Queen's-crescent,  Haverstock  Hill,  on  Thursday, 
Feb.  1,  when  all  clubs  are  heartily  invited.  Clubs  kindly 
take  this  as  an  invitaticn  —A.  Lang. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Bhodes- 
well-road.  Stepney. — Several  of  our  members  went  out 
on  Jan.  14,  Messrs.  C.  and  A.  Bolding,  roach ;  and  A. 
Shum,  bream  and  roach.— W.  Beattie. 

Stoohwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset 
road,  Clapham.  S.W.— Messrs.  H.  and  A.  Pain  saved  us 
from  a  bUnk  daring  the  week  with  roach.  At  our  lasi 
meeting  two  members  presented  prizes  to  te  fished  for  in 
the  February  competition.  There  will  ba  a  friendly  outing 
to  Ddtchet  on  Jan.  21  ;  8.20  train.  The  priza  outing 
takes  place  Jan.  28  ;  same  time  train  — Tommy. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  Jan.  14  Messrs.  Race 
and  P.  Bates  weighed-in  roach — several  pounders.  Train 
leaves  Stratford  main  at  7  35  for  Hatfield  Peverel,  for  our 
outing  on  the  21st.— G.  A.  Payne. 

Sundial  Angling  Soclet;y.  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — During  the  past  week  Mr. 
Parker  weighed-in  roach  ;  Mr.  Holt,  daca.  Next  meeting 
night  we  make  arrangements  for  our  next  outing,  on 
Jan,  28.  Members  in  arrears  are  requested  to  put  them- 
selves inlintiits. — 0.  E.  Lock. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — On  Jan.  14  the  following 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Marsh,  a  grand  show  of  jack  and 
perch ;  W.  Drage,  roach ;  F.  Beak,  roach ;  C.  Freak, 
roach;  and  H.  Fordham,  roach.  We  fish  for  rest  of  given 
prizes  at  Chelmsford  on  Jan.  21.— F.  H.  Beak.  I 


Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  liamcstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Wednesday  next  a  special  meeting  to  consider  an  outing. 
I  hope  all  members  will  be  present.— W.  H.  Boui  i  lke. 

'^alham  Oreen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Boule^r. 
Black  Bull.  Fulham-road.  8.W.— Our  outing  cn  Feb.  4  to 
Bourne  End  was  advanced  a  stage,  and  we  are  pleased  to 
inform  members  that  our  secretary  is  proceeding  veiy 
satisfactorily.  Members  please  attend  next  week  and 
settle  all  arrangements  for  Feb.  4.— W.  W.  D. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — On  the  14th  the 
following  members  weighed-:n  fish  :  We  had  a  nice  show  of 
perch  from  the  Lea,  Mr.  Skeleey  having  five  weighing 
31b.  12oz.,  the  largest  one  weighing  lib.  4  jz.  ;  Messrs. 
Knight,  perch  and  jack;  Eaton,  perch  and  jack;  W. 
Osmond,  roach,  weighing  61b.  5Joz.  ;  Howell,  roach ; 
Flint,  roach  ;  and  Howerth,  dace.— W.  Callcdt. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — On  Jan.  14  several  of  our  members  were  out, 
but  met  with  little  sport.  Our  match  which  was  arranged 
for  Riokmans worth,  on  the  21st,  is  altered  to  Broxbourne, 
same  date.    Members  olease  note. — W.  Harden. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  Jan.  14  the 
following  woighed-ia :  Mr.  T.  Miller,  roach ;  Mr.  A. 
Kettenus,  roach ;  Mr.  Homer,  roach ;  Mr.  Vale,  one 
roach,  lib.  5|oz.  Our  visit  was  a  succefs.  I  wish  to 
remind  our  members  that  it  is  our  monthly  meeting  on 
Wednesday  next,  Jan.  24.  Hope  to  have  a  good 
attendance. — K.  Lowther. 


HOW  THE  LORD  MAYOR  DEALT  WITH 
UNSEASONABLE  TWEED  SALMON  IN 
1820. 

(The  following  interesting  report  of  proceedings  at  the 
Mansion  House  is  from  the  London  Courier  of  Feb.  9, 
1820.— Ed.  F.  G.). 

Mansion  House. — A  few  days  ago  two  gentlemen,  who 
hold  shares  in  extensive  fisheries  in  the  north,  came  to 
London  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  the  protection  of  the 
chief  magistrate  respecting  the  non-enforcemant  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament,  passed  the  58th  of  his  late  Majesty,  for 
preventing  the  destruction  of  the  breed  of  salmon,  and  fish 
of  salmon  kind,  in  tha  rivers  oF  England. 

Mr.  Mitchelson,  the  under  water  bailill  (an  ofiBc^r  whose 
duties  are  distinct  from  those  of  the  water  bailiff  of  the 
City  of  London),  attended  at  the  Mansion  House  with 
those  gentlemen  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  instruc'lons 
from  the  Lord  Mayor  as  to  the  manner  of  proceeding  upon 
the  complaint,  and  produced  the  Act  which  it  had  been 
found  neceesary  to  pass  in  1818,  notwithstanding  the 
existence  of  other  Acts  whio  hhad  been  framed  for  the  same 
purpose. 

The  complainant  stated  that  several  persons  had  been 
convicted  at  Berwick  upon  the  53d  of  George  III.,  cap.  43, 
of  having  in  their  possession  kepper  and  shedder  salmon, 
baing  unseasonable  salmon,  commjnly  callei  old  salmon. 
Those  persons  we.-e,  in  default  of  the  penalty,  sentenced 
to  different  terms  of  imprisonment,  and  upon  all  occasions 
the  Act  was  rigorously  enforced  in  that  and  other  parts  of 
the  country;  but,  notwithstanding  this  rigorous  enforce- 
ment, very  little  had  been  done  towards  putting  a  stop  to 
the  practice  of  destroying  the  breed  of  fish  for  which  the 
rivers  of  the  north  were  onca  so  celebrated.  Salmon  had 
now  become  exceedingly  scarce  in  consequence  of  the 
prodigious  sale  obtained  in  the  London  markets  for 
unseasonable  salmon,  which  was  carried  in  mjst  alarming 
quantities  to  the  Thames  by  smugglers  from  the  northern 
rivera.  The  fish  containing  spawn,  as  well  as  the  male 
salmon  of  this  unseasonable  kind,  was  pernicious  in  the 
extreme  ;  and  some  cages  had  occurred,  at  no  very  distant 
period,  of  the  loss  of  human  life  in  consequence  of  tha  use 
of  it.  This  result,  combined  with  the  serious  injury 
occasioned  by  the  destruction  of  the  brood,  would,_it  was 
expected,  when  generally  known,  prevent  the  public  from 
purchasing  an  article  of  food  from  which  danger  was  to  be 
apprehended. 

Mr.  Mitchelson  said  he  believed  there  was  at  that 
moment  fish  of  the  kini  at  Billingsgate.  He,  however, 
was  of  opinion  that  the  salesmen  were  not  aware  of  the 
existence  of  the  Act,  and  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  put 
them  in  posseseion  of  the  circumstance  to  prevent  them 
from  giving  countenance  to  tha  practice.  Vast  quantities 
of  keppar  and  shedder  salmon  were  received  into  tha 
London  markets  at  a  very  low  rate,  and  sold  afterwards  by 
the  fishmongers  at  an  enormous  price. 

The  Lord  Mayor  said  he  was  glad  the  complaint  was 
made  at  a  place  where  the  most  effectual  remedy  could 
probably  be  suggested.  He  immediately  directed  Mr. 
Mitchelson  to  seize  any  unsaleable  salmon  he  could  find, 
and  to  order  the  attendance  of  the  parson  in  whose 
pDssession  it  was  found. 

Mr.  Mitchelson  soon  after  came  to  the  Mansion  House, 
accompanied  by  one  of  the  salesmen,  who  placed  before 
the  Lord  Mayor  three  salmons,  which  were  examined,  and 
declared  to  be  unseasonable,  and  unfit  for  use.  A  great 
quantity  of  the  same  kind  had  been  eoldin  the  early  part 
of  the  day  to  the  fishmongers  of  the  Metropolis,  who  derive 
most  unconscionable  profits  from  the  retail.  For  old 
salmon  the  price  paid  by  the  fishmongers  at  Billingsgate  is 
3d.  and  3Jd.  a  pound  ;  and  m  my  of  them  have  been  known 
to  sell  it  afterwards,  in  a  time  of  scarcity,  at  the  rate  of 
43.  Od. ;  those  who  are  not  in  the  habit  of  handling 
fish  being  unable  to  distinguish  between  the  wholesome 
and  pernicious  fish.  The  kepper  ealmon  is  known 
generally  by  what  is  called  the  crooked  nose,  and  the 
salmon  in  spawn  is  discovered  by  its  swollen  and  flaggy 
appearance.  It  is  estimated  that  the  destruction  of  one 
of  these  fish  in  spawn  occasions  the  loss  of  between  200,000 
and  300,000  salmon  each  season. 
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The  Lord  Mayor,  upon  looking  into  the  Act,  said,  that 
there  would  probably  be  some  profitable  work  for 
informers  and  officers,  as  it  had  been  determined  upon  the 
fourth  clause,  that  one  mo'ety  of  the  fine  inflicted  upon 
the  offender  should  go  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  to  the 
overseers  of  the  p^cr  of  the  parish  in  which  the  offence 
should  be  committed.  This  provision  would  impose  a 
check  upon  the  fishmongers,  as  it  authorised  any  body 
to  make  the  seizare  of  the  unseasonable  fish,  and 
plao3  it  in  the  hands  of  a  constable,  who  w  is  authorised 
and  required  to  take  the  offender  into  custody,  and  bring 
hin  before  a  jastioe  of  the  couaty,  city,  or  place,  where 
the  offence  was  commirtsd,  and  wh^ra  the  offender  was  t> 
be  dealt  with  according  tD  law.  When  such  a  peremptory 
proc.  eiing  was  generally  known,  those  who  had  derived 
aach  immense  and  iniquitous  profits  from  the  retail  would 
probably  avoid  the  hazird  of  a  conviction,  as  the  injary  to 
their  trade  from  such  an  event  must  b  3  proportioned  to  the 
loss  they  would  inevitably  sustain  in  character.  The  fine 
imposed  upon  each  offence  was  £10. 

If  r.  Mitohelson  said  the  sile  of  old  s3,lmon  at  Billings- 
gate could  easily  be  done  away  with  ;  but  the  dealers  in 
the  north,  by  whom  the  unseasonable  fish  was  trans- 
mitted, were  in  the  habit  of  consigning  all  salmon  in 
boxes  to  fifhmcn  iters,  in  which  case  the  salesmen  had  it 
not  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  public  from  being  imposed 
upon. 

The  Lord  Mayor  said  the  Act  was  mott  formidible  to 
such  persons.  His  Lordship  condemned  the  fish,  and 
ordered  Mr.  Mitohelson  to  burn  it  at  Billingsgate. 

After  this  ceremony  was  performed  in  the  presence  of  a 
great  number  of  fishmongers,  Fleet  Market  and  other 
markets  were  searched,  but  the  matter  had  got  wind, 
and  n)t  a  pound  of  unseasonable  salmon  was  to  be  found. 


-  London  anglers — affiliated  to  either  of  the  London 
associations,  or  unaffiliated — their  wives  and  children  also, 
will  regret  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge. 
He  died,  after  a  short  illness,  from  pleurisy  and 
bronchitis,  Tuesday,  Jan.  9,  and  was  buried  at  Finchley 
Cemetery  on  the  16th  inst.  Amongst  the  wreaths  placed 
upon  hirfcoffia  was  a  very  handsome  one  tubscribed  for  by 
a  few  sympathetic  members  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society.  Mrs.  Eldridge  has  received  £0  many  letters  of 
condolence  that  she  has  aEked  the  editor  of  the  Fisliing 
Gazette  to  kindly  acknowledge  her  heartfelt  thanks 
through  these  columns. 

 >  »  *  *  <  

It  is  many  years  ago  since  1  first  became  acquainted 
with  the  promoter  (Mr.  Clouts)  of  the  famous  excursions 
to  Pulborough  and  Amberley,  when  anglei  a  could  leave 
London  Bridge  on  Sunday  morning,  enjoy  nine  and  a  half 
hours'  stay,  ride  110  miles  through  lovely  country  (for 
2j.  6d.),  and  back  to  London  Bridge  about  eight  at  night. 
On  the  decease  of  Mr.  Clout,  his  son-in-law  (Mr.  A.  A. 
Eldridge)  took  the  reins,  and  continued  the  excursions. 
How  ably  he  succeeded  is  well  known  to  all.  The  issue 
of  privilege  tickets  for  the  last  twelve  months  has  exceeded 
that  of  any  previous  jeir. 


I  CALLED  on  Mrs.  Eldrige  on  Thursday,  when  Mr, 
Frank  Vanhegan— beg  pardon,  "Captain"  Vanhegan — 
who  has  EO  materially  assisted,  both  at  the  Bose  and 
Crown  and  at  the  competitions  which  frequently  take  place, 
aESured  me  that  there  will  be  no  cessation  of  these  enjoy- 
able excursions.  The  L.B.  and  S.C.  Railway  have  kindly 
consented  to  grant  the  same  privileges  as  those  enjoyed  by 
her  deceased  husband.  Mr.  Alfred  Davies  (brother  to  Mrs. 
Eldridge)  has  taken  over  the  management,  and  business 
will  be  carried  on  as  usual.  It  is  hoped  to  give  a  portrait 
shortly  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge. 


"Blue  Dun,"  in  the  Harrogate  Advertiacr,  says: 
"  Formerly,  when  there  was  much  unreclaimed  land,  and 
scientific  farmicg  was  unborn,  the  raia  or  melting  snow 
found  its  way  into  the  rivers  gradually.  Now  the  system 
of  drainage  is  so  perfect  that  the  water  ia  run  cff  at  once, 
instead  of  soaking  through  the  bogs,  and  heavy  floods  have 
taken  the  place  of  a  gradual  rise  and  steady  flow.  The 
result  is  bad  for  trout  and  salmon  breeding.  The  instinct 
of  the  fish  takes  them  to  a  gravelly  shallow,  where  they 
perform  their  natural  duties.  Everythiog  may  point  to  a 
good  crop  of  alevins,  when  down  comes  a  flood  which  lasts 
only  a  few  hours.  When  the  water  is  clear  again  it  ia 
seen  that  the  redds  have  entirely  disappeared.  The  eggs 
have  been  covered  by  mud  and  stcnes,  or  swept  into  deep 
water,  and  the  destruction  is  all  but  perfect.  A  few  of 
those  in  deepish  water  nill  hatch  out,  but  not  many,  for 
the  aeration  is  not  perfect,  and  nearly  all  the  eggs  will 
addle.  There  will  also  be  a  few  of  those  on  the  shallow 
aived,  for  it  takes  a  good  big  bump  to  injure  fatally  the 
little  opaque  globe,  which  is  nearly  as  tough  as  a  bit  of 
elastic.  It  is  not  possible  to  ^et  away  from  the  fact  that 
salmon  and  trout  are  not  ao  plenlirul  now  as  they  were  a 
'laarter  of  a  century  ago,  and  even  at  thit  date  it  was 
noticed  that  some  agency  was  at  work  which  was  thinning 
their  numbers.  Improved  agricultuial  methods  are  now 
recognised  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  mischief,  and  tli3 
time  is  fast  approaching  when  large  sums  of  money  will 
have  to  be  spent  on  stocking,  if  our  livers  are  to  maintain 
their  character  for  sport." 

 >»♦■»<  

TiiK  Great  P^astern  Itailway  Co.  in  future  will  allow 
cheap  ancrlem'  tickets  iasuod  from  stations  on  the  London 
Hide  of  Tottenham  to  stations  below  to  be  available  at 
Tottenham  on  the  return  jourrioy  without  extra  payment, 
but  they  cannot  agree  to  the  cheap  tickets  bning  available 
at  intermediate  etatioDB  generally  either  on  the  outward  or 
homeward  jouraey. 


On  Monday  evening,  Jan.  22,  the  Collingwood  Angling 
Society  (Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-squarej  Blackfriars-Toad, 
S.B  )  will  have  a  "visit."  The  chair  will  be  taken  by 
Mr.  J.  Jeffery  ("Straw  Hat")  at  8  30  sharp.  There  is 
certain  to  be  an  array  of  talent  such  as  few  clubs  can 
secure,  and  Host  Wiles  and  his  merry  men  will,  as  usual, 
do  all  in  their  power  to  make  visitors  comfortable. 


"  In  the  latest  part  of  the  year,"  says  Paddock  Life, 
"  Beluish  ia  a  favourite  resting  place  for  salmon  that  have 
ascended  the  Frome  to  spawn,  and  h^re  I  have  seen  many 
on  the  gravelly  beds  of  the  stream  miking  their  '  redds.' 
Wild  swans  frequent  this  river  in  winter,  also  herons,  and 
duck,  widgeon,  coots,  &3.,  are  then  plentiful  ia  the 
marshes  and  watercourses.  Lower  down  the  river,  past 
the  mill  at  E  ist  Stoke,  we  found  a  corner  at  a  bend  of  the 
stream  fairly  clear  and  fishable.  The  punt  was  made  fast 
to  some  rushes,  and  in  went  two  brilliant  dace  on  pater- 
noster tackle.  My  bait  was  instantly  taken  by  a  nice  tish, 
to  judge  by  the  way  it  moved  off  quickly  to  mid-stream. 
Striking  at  once,  I  felt  its  weight,  a  10-pounder  at  iQast ; 
but  his  pikeship  did  not  like  the  sting  of  the  steel,  and 
made  a  rush,  taking  oat  SOyds.  of  line;  but  I  played  him 
back  to  the  punt,  and  gaffed  a  plump  pike  of  121b. 

"  Then  oime  my  companion's  turn  of  sport,  for  close  to 
the  rushes  he  hooked  a  better  fish ;  no  doubt  the  mate  of 
that  I  had  just  caught,  for,  as  a  rule,  in  January,  pike 
have  paired,  and  a  male  and  female  are  usually  found  near 
to  each  other.  His  fish  seized  the  bait  most  Eavagely, 
pulling  down  the  rod  top  nearly  to  the  water ;  this  was 
responded  to  with  a  gentle,  but  firm,  upward  stroke,  when 
tie  pike  instantly  made  for  deeper  water,  with  a  swirl  and 
a  rush,  the  whirr  of  the  winch  unmistakably  telling  that 
it  was  a  strong  and  game  fish.  A  pluckier  one  never  took 
a  live  bait,  for,  dashing  away  down  the  river,  we  had  to 
leave  our  mooring  at  once  and  follow,  so  that  my  com- 
panion could  recover  his  line.  In  a  few  more  minutes  we 
were  drinking  '  success  to  pike  fishing  in  winter  weather,' 
and  admiring  one  of  the  prettiest  and  plumpest  of  pikessea 
that,  as  our  man  William  said,  '  he  had  ever  clap't  eyes 
on'— afiahof  15lb." 

 >♦♦♦<  

Me.  Stanley  Mead,  of  Henley-on-Thames,  sends  the 
following:  "The  death  of  Mr.  William  Parrott,  sen., 
oocurred  on  Jan.  14  after  a  short  illness.  Deceased  was 
the  oldest  professional  fisherman  in  this  district,  and 
probably  on  the  Thames.  His  great  age — eighty-three 
years — prevented  him  during  the  past  three  or  four  years 
from  following  his  well  bslovcd  business,  but  until  the  last 
few  days  of  his  long  life  he  took  an  active  interest  in  all 
that  related  to  anglers  and  angling  matters.  He  was  well 
known  by  many  London  anglers,  and  was  well  patronised 
to  the  time  of  giving  up  active  work.  His  loss  will  be 
much  regretted  by  them  and  by  all  local  anglers.  The 
interment  took  place  on  Thursday,  Jan.  18,  at  Henley, 
and  was  attended  by  all  his  fellow  fishermen.  He  has  left 
behind  sons,  grandsons,  and  great-grandchildren." 
 )  »  I  ♦  < 

"  The  fish-trap  brought  to  the  colony  by  the  Hon.  J. 
Want,  Q  C,"  says  "  Plomb  "  in  the  Syd-ney  Mail,"  was 
tried  a  few  days  aaro  on  the  reefy  bottom  off  the  Shoalhaven 
on  the  Sir  John  Young  Banks,  but  something  went  wrong 
with  the  works.  The  electric  light  globes  were  broken, 
and  no  fish  were  caught.  After  fair  sport  with  the  hand- 
lines  amongst  the  red-fish,  and  a  tussel  with  leather- 
jackets,  who  bit  off  hooks  and  lines  with  their  customary 
expedition  and  grace,  the  Thetis,  with  the  party  aboard, 
sheltered  in  Jervis  Bay,  where  the  trap  was  again  lowered. 
The  candles  ware  lit,  and  the  water  illuminated  for  a  great 
area,  but  not  a  fish  could  be  induced  to  get  inside  and 
admire  himself  in  the  looking-glasses  inside  the  trap.  I 
suspect  they  will  have  to  send  a  live  fish  down  in  the  trap 
to  show  the  others  no  harm  is  meant." 


The  smokicg  concert  to  be  held  at  the  headquarters  of 
the  B.S  A.S.  (Rainbow  Tavern)  on  Wednesday  evening 
next,  Jan.  24',  bids  fair  to  be  a  great  success.  A  long 
programme  is  being  prepared,  and  members  tnl  friends 
should  be  in  their  places  not  later  than  7.45,  as  the  concert 
will  start  punctually  at  eight. 

 >♦»♦<  

A  VERY  remarkable  freak  of  nature  has  been  added  to 
the  attractions  of  the  Royal  Aquarium  in  the  perse  n  of 
Mr.  Jemja  Baines,  who  resembles  a  Ceotaur.  The  upper 
part  of  his  body  is  human,  while  the  lower  part  ia  like  a 
horse.  Uis  appearance  is  not  repulsive.  He  runs  on  all 
fours,  trots,  paces,  and  whinnies  like  a  horse.  He  can 
play  various  instruments,  and  sings  and  converses  well. 
He  is  accompitiied  by  a  Lilipulian,  Master  Page. 

Mr.  W.  Hkabder,  of  Plymouth,  says  thit,  in  his 
opinion,  the  best  way  to  dry  rubber  boots  without 
wrinkles  is  to  dry  them  (either  sea  or  shooting)  by  stufliag 
them  full  of  ordinary  dry  oits.  By  this  means  they  absorb 
all  the  moisture,  and  swell,  thus  keeping  the  boots  a  good 
shape  and  preventing  getting  "  wrinkled."  When  the 
boots  are  dry  knock  out  the  oats  on  a  tray,  and  when  tlie/ 
are  dry  they  may  be  used  a  drzen  times  over.  This  is 
certainly  a  "wrinkle,"  but  I  fancy  newspaper  is  more 
easily  obtainable  than  cats.  However,  it  is  certainly  a 
useful  tip. 

 y-t-i-^^  

On  Wednesday  evening  last  there  was  on  view  the  head, 
backbone,  tail,  and  fins  of  a  shark  which  weighed  5271b. 
On  Monday  evening,  Jan.  15,  I  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  J.  Ilolden,  as  follows:  "1  am  sending  you  a  large 
(shark's  head,  lio..  and  als}  the  head  of  the  bait  with  which 
it  was  caught,  at  Durban,  Natal.  If  you  would  like  me  to 
send  it  to  St.  Dunatan's  IIouBe  let  me  know  at  onoe." 


Now,  Mr.  J.  Holden  is  the  chief  steward  on  board  that 
magnificent  Royal  Mail  Steamer,  the  PemhroTce  Castle,  and 
premised  me  when  he  came  home  he  would,  bring  some 
"  curios  "ijr  me. 

 >  »»♦ <  

A  LETTER  was  immediately  despatched  to  him,  saying 
that  it  would  be  more  acceptable  to  the  members  of  the 
B.S.A.S.,  and  that  Mr.  Cooksey,  host  of  the  "  Riinbow," 
would  be  glad  to  have  it  on  view.  Mr.  Holden  was  asked 
to  be  present,  but  was  unable  to  attend.  About  four 
o'clock  the  "  relics  "  were  brought  in  and  on  a  cib  from 
the  vessel's  refrigerator  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Nutting  (one  of  the] 
stewards),  who,  like  chief-steward  Holden,  is  an  en-j 
thusiastic  angler,  and  about  to  become  a  member  of  thej 
B  S.A.S.  He  told  me  that  whilst  Mr.  Holden  was  fishinM 
with  a  &th  "something  like  a  sprat"  he  captured,  on  a| 
fine  line,  a  fish  weighirg  401b.,  which  gave  good  sport  fon 
twenty  minutes.  i 


After  the  sprat  had  caught  the  mackerel — no;  not] 
mackerel — what  it  really  was  puzzled  the  jury  at  the! 
inquest,  as,  of  course,  only  the  head  of  the  40-pounder  wasl 
before  them.    Some  thought  it  a  conger,  others  a  Capel 
cod,  others  a  schnapper.    Whatever  it  was,  this  head  was 
utilised  as  a  bait  for  the  527-pounder.    (Mr.  Cooksey  says 
he  will  have  a  coffin  ready  for  the  next  consignment !) 
Its  funeral  was  on  Thursday.    Mr.  J.  Richardson,  of  123, 
Enston-road,  who  was  present  on  Wednesday,  has  it  on 
view  at  his  premises,  and  has  arranged  to  "prepare"  it 
for  the  Royal  Aquarium,  where,  on  Feb.  1,  the  first  day 
of  the  Yachting  Exhibition,  it  will  be  on  view. 


Under  the  able  chairmanship  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Reeves,  the 
routine  business  of  the  meeting  was  quickly  got  through 
and  the  announcement  made  that  Mr.  John  Haudley  woul 
read  a  paper  on  "  Sea  Fishing  at  Yarmouth."  It  was 
listened  to  with  great  pleasure,  and  was  brimful  of  just 
that  kind  of  information  so  useful  to  anglers.  Mr. 
Handley  has  kindly  allowed  extracts  to  be  made  from  the 
lecture,  and  they  will  appear  in  the  Fishing  Qazctte  of 
Jan.  30. 


His  Wonderful  Papa. 
Papa  went  a-fishing 

With  his  posiets  full  of  bait ; 
He  went  all  by  his  lonesome. 

And  the  luck  he  had  was  great. 

He  came  home,  bringing  with  him 

A  string  of  fish  that  weighed 
Just  twenty  pounds,  he  told  us. 
And  a  lovely  meal  they  made. 

Papa  went  a-fishing 

Upon  another  day ; 
And  mamma  she  went  with  him— 

He  couldn't  say  her  nay. 

They  came  a-trudging  homeward 

All  tired  out  at  night; 
And  mamma  told  us  papi 

Had  never  had  a  bite. 

My  papa's  broken  records 

Ot  nearly  every  kind — 
A  greater  man  than  he  is 

It  would  hi  hard  to  find. 

He's  always  doicg  wonders. 
But  here's  what  bothers  me  : 

He  never  seems  to  do  them 
When  folks  are  there  to  see. 

 >  »«  »  <  

Mr.  W.  Carter  Platts,  in  the  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post 
ot  Jan.  13,  quotes  an  article  from  the  Fishing  Qazctte, 
entitled  "  Egg  Paste— a  Yorkshire  Bait,"  and  continues : 
"  Whxt  small  amount  of  populaiity  egg  paste  possesses  as 
a  trout  bait — and  it  is,  comparatively,  very  little  known 
and  very  little  used— is  most  probally  due  to  Act  of 
Parliament.  It  has  been  reported  that  an  American 
attache,  on  being  shown  the  battlefield  of  Tugela,  turned 
to  Bullerand  remarked  naively  :  '  Say,  General,  was  thar 
no  way  round  ?  '  When  the  use  of  salmon  roe  was  made 
illegal  by  Act  of  Parliament,  certain  float  fishers,  with  a 
hankering  after  the  big  baskets  that  fell  to  the  forbidden 
bait,  and  fearful  of  i  h )  consequences  of  contravening  the 
Act,  floundered  about  seeking  a  '  way  round.'  when  some 
ingenious  spirit  offered  to  them  egg  paste,  alias_ '  artificial 
salmon  roe.'  As  a  trout  bait  it  is  infinitely  inferior  to 
worms,  maggots,  or  wasp  grub  ;  but  the  fact  of  its  being 
known  as  artificial  salmon  roe— which  it  certainly  resembles 
in  appearance  when  moulded  into  small  bullets — no  doubt 
aescciates  it  in  the  mind  of  the  pot-hunter  with  visions  of 
the  huge  legendary  takes  of  the  old  salmon  roe  days,  and 
lends  it  suthcient  fascination  to  k«ep  its  use  alive  to  some 
extent.  But  do  the  trout  mistake  egg  paste  for  the 
genuine  old  original  appetite  tickler  ?  Certainly  not  in 
the  Wharfe.  You  might  as  well  expect  a  man  to  mistake 
Mr.  Jones  for  Mr.  Smith  when  he  has  never  seen  Mr. 
Smith  ;  never  even  heard  of  Mr.  Smith  ;  and,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  there  \>  positively  no  Mr.  Smith.  The  present 
generation  of  Wharfe  trout  don't  know  ealmon  roe  even 
by  sight,"  

TiiK  trail  of  the  war  is  over  everything;  prices  have 
gone  up  all  round,  tripe  and  onions  are  dearer,  and  coal  is 
an  almost  unattainable  luxury.  Last  week,  when  Mrs. 
"  Drag  "  went  to  the  coal  merchant  to  order  a  fresh  supply 
for  "Drag"  Mansion,  she  took  occasion  to  remind  the 
black  diamond  dealer  of  his  exhorbitant  charge  for  the 
last  let.  "  I  am  very  rorry,  madam,"  he  answered,  "  but' 
coals  are  coals  nowaday."  "  Oh,  that's  good  news,"  was 
Mrs.  "  Drag's  "  cheerv  reply,  "because  the  last  lot  you 
sent  me  were  nearly  all  slate,"  Draonet. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


ilofes  from  i})c  iTortl^. 


The  Tay  and  Loch  Tay  opened  on  Monday  in  the  teeth 
of  a  stiff  north-wester,  with  scudding,  sleety  showers, 
yet  on  the  whole  the  weather  was  very  suitable  for  the 
loch,  where  fish  are  said  to  he  fairly  plentiful. 


There  was  a  fresh  snowstorm  in  the  Perthshire  highlands 
on  Jan.  11,  and  the  sources  of  the  Dee  and  Spey  have  been 
literally  frozen  over  for  some  weeks  back  now.  Curling 
has  been  all  the  rage  along  both  valley  ends. 


Lord  Haddo,  the  heir  to  the  Aberdeen  estates  and  title, 
who  comes  of  age  this  week,  is  to  be  presented  with  a  case 
of  guns  by  the  tenantry  on  the  estate,  like  the  presentation 
made  to  his  neighbour,  the  heir  to  the  house  of  Kintora. 
If  not  too  late,  a  nicely  silver  mounted  grilse  rod  of  16ft. 
would  complete  the  sporting  outfit  of  both  the  young 
lords,  and  just  suit  their  waters  nicely. 


The  members  of  the  Moray  Golf  Club  are  building  a 
new  pavilion  at  a  cost  of  £1500,.including  the  old  buildings. 
The  ladies'  rooms  are  to  be  a  special  feature. 


The  Panmnre  Yard  people,  Dundee,  are  about  to  lay 
down  the  keel  of  a  new  vessel  for  the  National  Expedition 
to  the  Antarctic  regions.  The  length  will  be  170ft. ,  and  it 
will  embody  all  the  best  characteristics  of  the  modern 
whaler.   The  cost  is  estimated  at  £60,000. 

r  The  cruise  to  the  Antarctic  regions  will  occupy  three 
years,  and  will  be  taken  mainly  in  hand  by  naval  officers 
and  scientific  experts.   

The  Aberdeen  chief  fishery  officer  kindly  supplies  me 
with  the  following  figures,  which  need  no  comment,  as  to 
the  value  of  fish  landed  at  Aberdeen :  Trawled  fish, 
.£434  885;  line  fish,  £102,537 ;  herrings,  £74.912  ;  salmon, 
£10,665.    Total,  £622,999. 

I  The  salmon  and  herring  returns  are  below  the  average  of 
the  past  five  years  for  the  north-east  of  Scotland.  Adding 
wages  and  such  like,  the  fishing  industry  is  worth,  in  round 
numbers,  one  million  sterling  to  the  granite  city  annually. 
Ten  years  ago  it  was  little  more  than  one-sixth  of  last 
year's  returns.   

Speyside  proprietors  are  keeping  their  eyes  about  them. 
There  is  to  be  a  crop  of  pollution  cases  during  the  coming 
spring,  and  steps  have  already  been  taken  against  one 
distillery  in  particular,  which  is  on  the  tapis  to  make  a  start 
with.  Others  will  follow  in  due  course  wherever  pollution 
can  be  proved  to  exist. 

The  new  hatchery  for  the  Tthan  has  just  been  com- 
pleted and  stocked  with  70,000  trout  ova.  It  is  intended 
to  lay  down  a  certain  quota  of  salmon  and  sea  trout  ova 
next  season.  The  site  was  granted  at  quite  a  nominal  rent 
by  Mr.  John  Kae,  banker,  Ellon  ;  and  the  erection  of  the 
buildings,  aa  well  as  their  designing,  was  carried  out  by 
Mr.  Davidson,  Ellon,  more  as  a  matter  of  love  than 
money.   

Another  and  more  fortunate  expedition  to  the  Moray 
Firth  was  made  last  week  by  the  steamer  chartered  for  the 
purpose  of  stocking  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board's  marine 
hatchery  at  Bay  of  Nigg,  near  Aberdeen.  Some  340  live 
plaice  were  brought  safely  to  the  ponds,  and  transmitted 
with  very  little  loss.  Another  voyage  to  the  Moray  Fiith 
will  be  necessary  to  complete  the  season's  complement  of 
gravid  fish  for  hatchery  purposes. 


Over  sixty  Highland  ghillies  have  already  been  enrolled 
in  Lord  Lovat'a  corps  of  scouts  being  formed  at  Inver- 
ness. It  is  expected  that  applications  will  be  far  in  excess 
of  the  number  chosen.  Proprietors  in  most  instances  are 
to  make  good  the  difference  in  pay  and  keep  their  situation 
open  for  all  who  may  return. 


Mr.  W.  B.  Nicol,  of  Ballogie,  is  the  first  Deeside  laird 
to  back  up  Lord  Lovat's  enterprise  with  a  cheque  of  £25. 
Deeside  should  send  a  good  representation  to  this  corps. 
Here's  a  chance  for  the  Braemar  clansmen  to  prove  more 
than  ornamental,  and  in  their  own  line,  to  boot. 


The  first  block  in  a  new  ice  company  was  manufactured 
on  Friday  last.  A  good  company  of  ice  and  cold  storage 
parties  were  present,  and  melted  the  first  block  in  special 
Scotch  in  honour  of  the  occasion. 


Provision  ia  to  be  made  for  storing  2000  salmon.  When 
there  is  likely  to  be  a  big  run  and  a  glut  on  the  market 
the  company  will  put  the  surplus  in  ice,  and  so  keep  the 
prices  up.  We  hope  their  cold-room  will  be  both  cold 
and  empty  of  salmon  for  many  a  day. 


Would  it  not  be  better  for  fishery  (angling)  proprietors 
to  negotiate  with  netters  to  suspend  operations  when  a 
big  run  of  fish  is  on,  and  so  bring  about  two  desirable 
endi — prevent  a  glut  and  improve  the  angling  prospects  ? 
The  Tay  Syndicate  have  the  matter  in  their  own  hands. 
The  idea  is  worth  thinking  over,  as  to  how  the  average 
'OM  to  netters  might  be  struck.         Special  Scotch. 


Iprdvincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
A  general  meeting  of  the  Birminghim  Angling  Associa- 
tion was  held  at  the  headquarters  on  Thursday  evening 
last,  Jan.  11.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was  well  attended, 
as  near  upon  150  delegates  were  present.  At  the  last 
meeting  of  the  old  committee  it  was  resolved  that  the  chief 
officers  of  the  association  should  be  ex  officio.  This  was 
brought  before  the  notice  of  the  meeting,  and  was 
unanimously  approved  of.  The  election  of  the  new 
committee  for  the  ensuing  year  was  next  proceeded  with, 
when  twenty-nine  gentlemen  were  nominated;  but  the 
following  twenty  received  the  highest  number  of  votes, 
and  were  duly  elected  :  R.  Gumbley,  Chandos  ;  J.  Twigg, 
Good  Intent ;  W.  Perry,  Aston  Britannia ;  T.  Kingham, 
Spring  Hill;  A.  Egerton,  Travel'er's  Rest ;  O.Haddleton, 
Handsworth;  W.  McMullen,  Oak  ;»  W.  Bagley,  Alliance; 
W.  Foster,  St.  Stephen's ;  J.  Hughes,  St.  Paul's ;  D.  Currie, 
Belmont ;  H.  Halliday,  Birmingham  Piscatorials  ;  J.  Dare, 
South  End  ;  J.  Rabone,  Fruitful  Vine  ;  A.  Randall,  Hearts 
of  Oak  ;  F.  Jolly,  Qaeen's  Arms ;  J.  Jones,  Highgate  Park  ; 
J.  Gilman,  Loyells  Falcon ;  fi.  Tucker,  Deritend ;  J. 
Royal,  Dudley.  Mr.  W.  Meek,  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak 
Society,  was  elected  auditor.  After  the  election  of  the 
committee,  Messrs.  Coles,  Dance,  and  White  gave  in  their 
report  of  the  interview  with  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  a  fuU 
report  of  which  will  be  found  in  another  column.  The 
report  went  to  show  that  at  last  some  understanding  was 
about  to  be  arrived  at,  so  that  all  future  friction  with 
the  board  would  be  at  an  end,  and  that  the  require- 
ments of  the  coarse  fishermen  would  receive  more 
consideration  in  the  future  than  has  been  accorded  to 
them  in  the  past.  The  report  was  very  warmly  received, 
and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  deputation  for 
the  servicas  rendered.  The  whole  of  the  clubs  and 
associations  are  now  in  possession  of  their  travelling 
cards,  so  far  as  the  Provincial  Angling  Association 
is  concerned.  A  number  of  new  stations  will  be  found  to 
be  added  to  some  of  the  branches,  and  there  are  also  a 
number  of  new  stations  yet  to  be  added,  but  these  will  be 
printed  on  gummed  slips  of  paper  and  gummed  into  the 
books  as  soon  as  the  fares  have  been  fixed  by  the  railway 
companies.  We  have  another  batch  of  new  clubs  in 
Birmingham  who  are  making  the  necessary  arrangements 
to  join  our  association.  It  is  only  a  question  of  time 
before  we  are  the  largest  angling  association  in  the  King- 
dom. During  the  past  twelve  months  we  have  made  over 
1200  members,  and  we  shall  not  be  long  in  making 
another  1200  from  what  I  can  see  of  the  new  applications 
that  are  constantly  coming  in ;  there  are  about  five  new 
club  to  be  visited  prior  to  the  next  committee  meeting, 
Mr.  C.  White  has  made  the  necessary  arrangements  with 
Mr.  G.  Stanley  for  another  display  of  specimen  fish  to  be 
exhibited  at  Bingley  Hall,  Birmingham.  The  show  will 
open  on  March  26  and  close  on  June  2.  Mr.  Stanley  will 
give  £20  for  prizes,  and  a  silver  cup  to  be  competed  for. 
The  show  last  year  was  very  fine  as  far  as  coarse  fish 
were  concerned,  but  this  year  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  there  wiU  be  more  than  400  cases  on  view. 
We  have  a  lot  of  fish  being  set  up  by  Mr.  Cooper,  of 
London,  and  if  this  should  meet  his  eye,  I  hope  that  he 
wiU  hurry  up  and  let  us  have  them  up  in  time  for  the  show. 
We  have  had  some  better  weather  of  late,  and  if  it  will 
only  last  we  shall  be  able  to  get  to  our  waters  by  the  time 
these  notes  are  printed. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  the  Fen  waters  have  recovered  from  the  recent 
floods,  the  weather  continues  very  unsettled,  and  this  is 
preventing  many  anglers  from  resuming  operations. 
Sport,  however,  has  recommenced  on  the  middle  reaches 
of  the  Witham,  where  several  local  rods  have  been  in 
quest  of  the  big  pike  which  the  river  contains.  The  fish 
are  giving  fairly  good  sport,  but  at  present  nothing  has 
been  captured  to  warrant  special  mention.  Trolling  on 
the  Forty-foot  and  Welland  has  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
sundry  pike  weighing  up  to  6lb.  a-piece,  and  roaching  is 
also  being  attended  with  success.  Perhaps  the  best  sport 
in  this  particular  branch  is  to  be  had  on  the  Glen  at  Sur- 
fleet,  and  so  long  as  the  open  weather  continues  bottom 
fishermen  should  continue  to  do  well  at  this  favourite 
resort.  At  the  time  of  writing,  rain  had  again  set  in,  and 
the  prospects  were  not  at  all  encouraging. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Hull  Town  Angling  Association  held  their  annual 
meeting  at  the  Ripon  Arms,  on  the  Hedon  Road,  on  the 
8th  inst. ,  and  elected  the  officers  and  arranged  matters  for 
the  forthcoming  season,  Mr.  W.  Scott  being  elected  to  the 
presidential  chair,  to  be  assisted  in  the  vice-chair  by  Mr. 
C.  Clarkson,  Mr.  J.  A.  Clark  treasurer,  and  Mr.  J.  W. 
Thompson  hon.  secretary.  The  balance-sheet  showed  a 
sum  of  £4  lis.  6d.  in  hand  from  the  past  year's  working 
to  be  carried  forward,  and  a  good  list  of  membership. 
A  special  meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening 
next  to  revise  the  rules,  &o.,  and  the  annual 
match — open  to  all  comers — was  fixed  for  June  23, 
at  Ferriby  Sluice,  on  the  river  Ancholme.  The  combined 
committees  of  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated 
Anglers'  Association,  and  Hull  Preservation  Society, 
who  have  the  management  of  the  Market  Weighton 
canal  fishery  in  hand,  report  that  the  results  of  last 
year's_ workings  were  very  satisfactory,  and  with  care  and 
attention  the  fishery  has  a  good  future  before  it.  Being 
well  stocked  with  fish,  it  should  be  a  great  boon  to  the 
Hull  societies  aa  a  match  fishing  ground,  the  railway 
accommodation  being  of  easy  access  to  most  anglers, 
and  the  Hull  and  Barnsley  Comjiany    make  reason- 


able concessions  to  anglers,  and  especially  to  clubs 
who  take  any  quantity  of  tickets.  Owing  to  the 
recent  heavy  rains  most  of  our  waters  are  in  a  very 
flooded  condition  ;  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull  have 
been  flooded  to  such  an  extent  as  to  neceseitate  the  opening 
of  the  cleughs  and  1(  ck  gates  at  Hempholme  to  discharge 
the  surplus  water,  and  some  of  its  tributaries  have  been 
bank  full,  and  pumping  operations  resorted  to  to  prevent 
them  overflowing  and  liimaging  the  adjoining  lands.  A 
few  roach  were  taken  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  river  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  by  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  and 
others,  the  best  fish  scaling  lib.,  but  until  the  waters  subside 
and  get  into  a  better  colour  little  need  be  anticipated  either 
in  pike  or  roach  fishing.  The  Lincolnshire  waters  are  also 
much  flooded,  so  that  our  local  anglers  will  have  to  content 
themselves  with  the  amusements  at  the  clubs  until  conditions 
improve,  although  the  recent  sluicing  that  the  waters  have 
undergone  will  have  the  effect  of  cleansiDg  the  beds,  for 
most  of  them  were  in  a  filthy  condition,  and  it  will  also 
have  the  tendency  of  bringing  the  fish  more  on  the  feed 
and  brighter  prospects  in  the  near  future.  The  Wednes- 
day Anglers  held  their  annual  meeting  at  the  Marrow  Bone 
and  Cleaver,  in  Fetter-lane,  and  elected  officers  for  1900, 
Mr.  Samuel  King  being  reinstalled  in  the  presidential 
chair,  Messrs.  T.  Marling  and  Thca.  Wray,  vice-chairmen  ; 
Mr.  H.  E.  Usher,  treasurer;  and  Mr.  W.  Chapman,  hon. 
secretary  ;  Mr.  R.  Stones  to  be  clerk  of  the  scales.  The 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  the  Slet  inst. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Stockport  County 
Anglers'  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  last,  Mr.  K. 
Dougill  presiding  No  difficulty  was  experienced  in  disposing 
of  report  and  balance-sheet,  together  with  other  items  ot 
routine  business,  which  were  all  satisfactory.  Now  that 
Poynton  Pool  is  closed  the  members  are  trying  to  develop 
their  own  waters,  to  take  the  place  of  this  favourite  resort. 
Several  good  consignments  already  have  arrived,  and  been 
transferred  safely  to  their  new  home.  The  following 
executive  has  been  elected  for  1900 :  President,  Mr.  W. 
Peers  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  T.  Bamett ;  secretary,  Mr.  John 
Furness ;  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  W.  H.  Burrows ;  com- 
mittee, Messrs.  Swarbrick,  Fielding,  Cross,  Clarke, 
Fowden,  Knott,  Lakin,  Williamson,  and  Skermer ; 
auditors,  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Shaw.  The  first  meeting  of 
the  new  committee  of  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  on  the  11th,  and  there  was  a  full  and 
enthusiastic  attendance  of  members.  Mr.  J.  Lyon  Whittle 
was  unanimously  re-elected  chairman,  and  Councillor 
Greening  vice-chairman  Mr.  B.  Porter  was  appointed 
as  keeper  for  the  BoUin,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  on 
Jan.  15.  The  following  regulations  were  adopted  :  Rain- 
bow trout  are  not  to  be  take  before  June  16 ;  all  other 
trout  fishing  commences  on  the  usual  legal  day.  Within 
the  last  few  days  250  large  trout  have  been  placed  in  the 
BoUin.  It  was  resolved  that  the  school  fees,  &c  ,  for  two 
years  be  paid  out  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  for  a  child  of  a 
late  member.  The  Crompton  Lodges  at  Moses  Gate  have 
just  received  a  further  lot  of  roach  for  stocking,  making 
4006  turned  in  within  the  last  month  by  the  Earl  of 
Bradford  A.S.,  who  control  these  waters.  The  Bolton 
Anglers'  Association  are  also  busy  stocking.  A  few  days 
ago  they  placed  in  Doff  cocker  Reservoir  300  gudgeon  and 
1600  roach  ;  and  in  Bolton  Canal  1200  roach.  The  annual 
report  of  this  association  is  as  usual  a  very  extended  and 
interesting  one.  They  were  numerically  stronger  in  1899 
than  any  previous  year.  A  separate  account  is  printed  for 
each  district,  in  four  of  which  there  are  deficits,  but  these  are 
more  than  balanced  by  profits  on  the  railway  excursions 
account  and  angling  and  travelling  privileges  account. 
The  present  membership  is  991,  or  thirty-six  higher  than 
any  previous  year,  and  drawn  from  thirty-two  clubs. 
The  prize  lists  for  specimens  from  both  distant  and  local 
waters  are  interesting  reading,  the  weights  especially.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  this  association  will  long  maintain  its 
present  efficiency  and  usefulness.  At  Liverpool  the  locals 
are  very  much  alive  setting  their  various  organisations  in 
order.  The  local  centre  of  the  W.A.A.  have  held  their 
annual,  and  elected  a  fresh  executive.  A  similar  agenda 
has  occupied  the  Edgehill  Angling  Association.  The 
Central  Angling  Association  are  displaying  much  activity. 
On  Jan.  15  the  Bootle  Angling  Association  disposed  of 
their  annual  meeting,  and  the  Nelson  Angling  Society 
have  just  disposed  of  their  annual  meeting  also. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  first  anniversary  of  the  George  Angling  Society, 
Miles  Platting,  has  just  been  celebrated,  first  by  a  dinner 
on  the  12th,  and  then  by  the  annual  meeting  on  the  15th. 
The  first  was  a  great  event,  and  gave  entire  satisfaction  to  aU. 
The  second,  for  despatch  of  business  under  the  most  good- 
tempered  conditions,  was  a  pleasure  to  the  writer.  After 
routine  business  had  been  disposed  of,  which  included 
report,  balance-sheet,  auditors'  remarks,  &c.,  votes  of 
condolence  were  passed  with  Mr.  West,  who  has  lost  his 
wife,  and  Mr.  Birch,  who  has  lost  a  daughter.  Then 
followed  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  retiring  executive, 
after  which  the  following  officers,  &c.,  were  elected  for 
1900 :  President,  Mr.  S.  Williamson ;  vice-president,  Mr. 
Geo.  Lowe ;  treasurer,  Mr.  A.  Charlesworth ;  secretary,  Mr. 
O.  Openshaw ;  committee,  Messrs.  J.  Hamnett,  G.  Cutler, 
J.  McMurray,  T.  Fox,  and  G.  Nevene;  auditors,  Messrs. 
T.  Boden  and  J.  Whitehead ;  delegates,  Messrs.  A.  Charles- 
worth  and  G.  Lowe.  The  secretary  was  the  recipient  of  a 
handsome  and  massive  gold  chain,  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  his  great  services  during  the  establishment  of  the  club. 
He  is  now  "  chained"  to  office.  An  announcement  was 
made  that  a  trophy  would  shortly  be  obtained,  which 
would  be  an  annual  challenge  to  all  members.  The  last 
item,  but  not  the  least,  is  that  I63.  <5d.  gees  from  the 
George's  to  the  Finking  Gazette  "  Tobacco  Fund."  The 
Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  have  elected  the  following 
executive  to  office  for  1900  :  President,  Mr.  T.  Brittain  ; 
vice-president,  Mr.  H.  Gurney  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Gurr  ; 
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8th  ANNUAL  YACHTING  EXHIBITION, 

February  1  to  March  1,  1900, 

ROYAL  AQUARIUM,  WESTMINSTER, 


AND 


9th  ANNUAL  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION, 

March  8  to  April  5,  1900. 

Early  apjylication  for  space  should  be  made  to  the  MANAGING  DIRECTOM,  JRoyal  Aqtiaritim. 


NOW  READY. 


THE  JANUARY  NUMBER 

OF 

Scribner's  Magazine. 

No.  157,  VOL.  xxvn. 

THE  FINEST  ILLUSTBATED  MAGAZINE 
OF  THE  DAT. 

PRICE  ONE  SHILLING. 


OONTENTB 

FBONngPIBOE.  From  a  Portrait  of  Oliver 
Cromwell  by  Eobert  Walker. 

Ol.ivEi  Cromwell.  I  —The  Times  and  the 
Man.  Illustrated  with  original  drawings  by 
F.  C.  Yohn,  E.  C.  Peixotto,  Claude  A. 
Shepperson,  Frank  Craig,  and  with  re- 
productions from  portraits  and  documents. 
By  Theodore  Eoosevelt. 

To.MMY  AND  Gbizel.  Chapters  I.— Hi.  Full- 
page  illustrition  by  Bernard  Partridge.  By 
J.  il.  Barrie. 

The  Walk  Up-Town.  In  New  York.  Illus- 
trations from  photographs  by  D  wight  L. 
Elmendorf  and  others.  By  Jesse  Lynch 
Williams. 

A  Life  FOR  A  Life.  A  Story.  Illustrations  by 
Mr.  Pyle.   By  Howard  Pyle. 

White  Man  and  Beown  Man  in  the 
Philippines.  lUustrations  from  photo- 
graphs by  the  author.  By  Frederick  Palmer. 

The  Co.mini?  of  the  Snow.  Illustrations  from 
photographs  by  the  author.  By  Frederic 
Irland. 

The  Poetic  Cababetb  of  Paris.  Illustrations 
by  Mr.  Gregory  and  E.  Potthast.  By  Eliot 
Gregory. 

Ths  Great  Good  Place.   By  Henry  James. 

Niw  Tkarb,  1900.    By  E.  S.  Martin. 

How  TOOMV  Willed  His  Government  Jou. 
Illustrations  by  W.  D.  Stevens.  By  Robert 
Shackleton. 

Thb  Point  of  View.  Fair  Hhymes  and  False 
— New  York  as  a  Place  to  Live  In — Etymo- 
logy as  a  Guide. 

Thb  Field  of  Art.  Portrait  Art  by  a  Portrait 
Painter  (George  Butler). 


Lendon :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO. 
Ltd.  St.  Dunstan's  House  Fettor-lane,  E.G. 


GRAYLING  FLIES, 

Winged  or  Hackle,  in  great  variety,  I/O  per  dozen. 

"  Dale's  Dove  pattern  of  the  Bed  Tag  is  very  attractive,  and  we  hope  before  loug 
to  see  one  at  the  end  of  our  line  floating  down  to  a  steadily  rising  grayling." 

R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  Fishing  Oatette. 


F.  W.  DALE,  Angler  and  Fly  Dresser,  HANLEY,  STAFFS. 

The  Weiitmmster  Gazette  says 

"  Beading  of  his  trials  and  triumphs,  admirably  set  forth  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  of  his 
unerring  judgment  and  prompt  decision,  we  are  almost  tempted  to  exclaim 

OH,  FOR  AN  HOUR  OF  WELLINGTON." 

In  Two  Handsome  Royal  Svo.  Voliimen,  36/-  net, 
With  very  fine  Photogravure  and  other  Portraits,  Maps.  Battle  Plans,  &c., 

THE  LARGE  SECOND  EDITION 

is  now  ready  of  the  entirely 

New  Life  of  Wellington 

BY  THB 

Rt.  Hon.  SIR  HERBERT  MAXWELL,  Bart.,  M.P. 

AT    AI.L.    THE     BEST    LIBRARIES     AND  BOOKSELLERS. 

"  Excellent." — Times. 

"  A  brilliant  success." — Daily  Graphic. 

"  Masterly."— /"art  Mall  Oaiette. 

"  In  the  front  rank  of  biographies." — Guardian. 

"  By  far  the  most  complete  and  satisfactory  biography  of  the  great  Dnke."— Field. 

London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


NOW  READY.— THIRD  EDITION. 

A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

By    OOTSWOXjr)     ISYS,  IMI.-A.. 
Price  ONE  SHILLING,  in  neat  cloth  binding. 

London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  Houso,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford,  N.  Devon. 

(Four  and  three-quarter  hours  from  Loiidon.) 

TWENTY  MILES  of  excellent  FISHING,  Fr 
to  Hotel  Guests  only,  on  Mid  Taw  and  Li 
Dart.    Elvers  recently  re-stocked.  Moderate 
elusive  tariff  on  appHcation. 

B.  P.  MARSHALL,  Proprietor 
Season  commences  March  1. 


T'HIETY  Miles    preserved  TEOU 
FISHING  free  to  the  guests  of  t 
HOTEL    DBS    ARDENNES,  Diekir 
(Luxemburg).     Opening   day,  April 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  2d.  per  d 
Proprietor,  A.  HECK 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  se 
post  free. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYEI 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

UAPI^i  rC  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
nAUIVLCO  Seals'  Fur,  Figs' Wool,  &c. 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES,  Mardyke,  Cork. 


THE  AKER, 

For  30  years  Manufacturer  of  8-plait  Lines. 

These  lines  are  made  from  pure  silk  of  the  very 

best  quality,  and  are  the  strongest  lines  in  the 

market.  s.  d. 

Roach    1  6 

Barbel    1  lO 

PiKB    ...3  0 

Samon    4  4 

Per  100  yards. 
Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  teat 

for  yourselves.    Dealer  in  all  kinds  of  baits. 

Best  Nottingham  Lobworms,  3  -  per  thousand ; 

500,  1  /8.   The  trade  supplied. 

THEAKER,  2,  Broad  Marsh  NOTTINGHAM. 


Fourth  Edition  Now  Rbady. 

DOMESTICATED 
TROUT: 

How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them, 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE 

Crown  8vo.,  128.  6d. 


London : 

SAMPSON   LOW,  MARSTON  and  CO.,  Ltd 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.O. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

The  Price  Lint  (gratis)  oontaina  tha  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Fish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Grayling,  Char,  Pike,  Eel^,  Goldfish,  Tenoh,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch, 
Roaob,  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Iludd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &o.,  *n.    Apply  to 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOB   FISHEBT,  CAISTOB,  IjINCOLNSHIBE. 


Fish  Food,  Ground-bait,  Apparatus,  and  Carriers  on  Sale. 

N.B  The  StfKik  Fish  hayo  taken  twenty  years  to  ac  jiuiiiilali  ,  and  OdMHisl  ol 
tho  finoHt  strainH  in  tins  world.  Thoy  niu  up  to  I  (lib. .and  indiido  jjiini  Wynoinlio 
Fish,  which,  on  the  authority  of  the  late  Mr.  KranniH,  ure  tlio  boHt  Ijrood  in  the  Empire, 
Other  choice  varieties  have  been  taken  from  the  Test,  Kennat,  and  other  waters. 


The  BATTLE  of  the  MODDER  RIVER 

Methtien's    Great  FigJd. 
BEAUTIFUL   COLOURED  PLATE. 

40  X  XS, 

PRICE  ONE  SHILLING. 

GEORGE  NEWNES.  Ltd.,  or  Wm.  DAWSON  &  SONS.  Ltd..  Canno 
House,  Bream's  Buildings,  E.C. 
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!  secretary,  Mr.  C.  E.  Hinahall ;  committee,  Messrs. 
R.  Leifjh.  A.  H.  Halme,  H.  Bentley,  G.  Hammond,  and 
A.  E  Jackeon  ;  delegate,  Mr.  L  Needham.  The  member- 
ship numbers  thirty,  and  will  so'^n  be  neirpr  fifty,  all  of 
whom  intend  being  very  active  in  the  coming  season.  The 
next  social  is  on  the  29th,  and  arrangements  already  made 
guarantee  a  great  success.  A  comparatively  new  club  is 
the  Cricketer's  Rest  Angling  Society,  who  have  juft 
joined  the  C  P.  A.A.  They  have  elected  the  foUovring  to  act 
as  an  executive  for  1900  :  President,  Mr.  J.  Myers  ;  vice- 
president,  Mr.  J.  Brody ;  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Q.  Mars ; 
secretary,  Mr.  G.  Crowther;  committee,  Messrs.  T. 
Latham,  H.  Higginbottom,  S.  Sanderson,  W.  Johnson, 
and  J.  George.  The  bi-monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the 
CP.  A.  A.  was  held  on  the  11th  at  headquarters,  thirty- 
five  clubs  being  represented.  After  routine  business  was 
disposed  of  the  meeting  appointed  two  water  baili£fs  for 
the  Irlam  Fishery.  The  date  of  the  next  cup  competition 
is  fixed  for  July  7,  in  the  Macclesfield  canal.  A  very 
pleasing  item  was  the  presentation  of  a  testimonial  to  Mr. 
J.  Pendrigh,  the  retiring  president.  A  dinner  is  to  be 
arranged  for  past  and  present  officers  and  delegates. 
Application  should  be  made  at  once  to  the  secretaries  for 
travelling  cards,  which  will  be  ready  in  a  few  days. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
The  weather  has  been  so  unfavourable  that  no  one  hag 
been  out  fishing  in  this  district  for  several  days  past. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
,  The  Trent  ran  down  rapidly,  and  pike  anglers  were  out 
on  Monday.  Several  were  engaged  on  the  14th,  but  the 
best  sport  was  enjoyed  on  the  following  day.  A  t  Rolleston, 
Mr.  G.  Clarke  and  W.  Foulds,  of  the  City  Piscatorial 
Society,  ran  and  landed  five  choice  fish  ;  and  six,  in  the 
same  district,  were  caught  by  Mr.  W.  Edgar  and  Mr.  J. 
Johnson.  Your  correspondent  had  seven  of  about  61b. 
each.  At  Shardlow,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis, 
of  the  Wellington  Society,  creeled  close  on  201b.  of  reach 
and  other  fish  with  worm,  and  minor  bags  of  roach  were 
obtained  from  Clifton,  Wilford,  Trent  Lock,  and  Barton. 
Scores  of  roach  ware  taken  by  professional  bait-catchers 
during  the  receding  of  the  waters  below  Mr.  Whitty's 
boating  station,  near  the  City  Bridge.  On  Wednesday 
rain  again  fell  heavily,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  the  river 
once  more  showed  signs  of  coming  on.  Granted  weather 
of  a  settled  character,  sport,  all  round,  would  now  be  first 
rate.  The  big  bream  generally  feed  best  in  January  and 
throughout  February,  and  nothiner  will  "fetch"  them 
better  than  the  worm  used  on  tight  floating  tackle. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
The  forthcoming  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Severn 
Conservancy  Board,  to  be  held  at  Birmingham,  promises 
to  be  fraught  with  interest  to  Severn  anglers,  as  it  will 
practically  inaugurate  a  new  era  of  fishery  mijiagement. 
In  consequence  of  the  legal  decision  that  the  rights  of 
fishing  are  vested,  not  in  the  public  but  in  the  riparian 
proprietors,  the  board  have  decided  to  acquire,  by  leases 
from  the  lac  downers  where  it  may  be  possible  for  them  to 
do  so,  the  right  to  control  the  fishing,  more  particularly, 
however,  b^-low  Shropshire.    After  consulting  the  anglers' 
representatives,  a  draft  of  the  regulations,  under  which 
angliog  shall  be  condacted  in  SDcb  p^rts  of  the  river  as  are 
rented  by  the  b'  ard  has  been  prepared  by  the  executive 
committee,  and  this  will  be'  submitted  at  the  general 
meeting,  which  is  to  take  place  on  the  25th  inst.  The 
proposed  regulations  are  briefly  these  :  That  the  board 
will  issue,  at  a  C03t  of  Is.  a  head  (in  addition  to  licence 
duty),  tickets  to  all  "approved  persons"  to  fish  in  the 
board's  waters ;  that  such  tickets  will  be  subject  to  the 
regulations  of  the  board,  which  may  be  modified  from 
time  to  time,  and  that  any  breach  of  the  rules  or  conviction 
involves  their  forfeiture.    That  fish  under  Sin.  from  eye  to 
"foot  of  tail"  be  not  allowed  to  be  rtt lined,  excepting 
gudgeon  and  ruffes  (?  also  minnows  and  bleak).    That  the 
capture  of "  prohibited  "or  unseasonable  fish  be  not  allowed. 
Natural  and  artificial  fly  fishing,  bottom  fishing,  spinning, 
and  trolling  only  to  be  psrmitted.  One  rod  at  a  time  only  to 
be  used  by  anglers,  and  no  net  othe»  than  landing  net  (in 
conjunction  with  rod  and  line).    Fair  angling,  as  opposed  to 
gaffing,  snaring,  or  snatchirg     All  netting  in  the  board's 
waters  to  be  done  under  sapervidon  of  the  officers  of  the 
board.   No  fish  to  be  taken  from  any  part  of  the  board's 
waters  where  fishing  may  from  time  to  time  be  forbidden 
by  the  board.    No  persons  holding  tickets  to  bring  dogs 
to  the  river,  damage  crops,  break  fences,  light  fires,  inter- 
fere with  game,  and  th(-y  -must  confine  themselves  to  the 
bank  and  bed  of  the  river.    No  fis'Jng  contests  ti  take 
place  except  by  leave  of  owner  and  also  special  permission 
of  the  board.   Ticket  holders  to  produce  same  if  required 
for  inspection  of  a  member  or  servant  of  the  board  or 
occupier  of  the  land  from  which  they  may  be  fishing. 
Close    times   for   game   fish  and    coarse    fish  alike 
to  be   observed.     Tnese    suggested    regulations  will 
no    doubt    be    altered    to    some    extent    at  the 
I  meeting    of    the     conservators,     but    there  appears 
little  in  them  to  which  anglers  can  take  exception. 
The  one  satisfactory  feature  of  the  proposed  r  gulations 
is  that  the  board  will  be  able  to  regulate  fishing  and  raise 
sufficient  fands  to  properly  protect  and  manage  the  river, 
and  have  the  \fga.\  p  jwer  to  do  bo  ;  while  anglers,  on  the 
otb^r  hand,  wili  have  the  right  to  fish  where  they  wouU 
not  otherwise  be  at  liberty  to  do  so,  except  by  perniseion 
of  landowners.  Moreover,  the  anglers  will  have  ao  interest 
m  the  fisheries,  and  be  entitled  to  fair  ri^ptesentatiou  on 
the  board.    The  arrangement  is  one  which  pronijes  nell, 
and  there  appears  no  reason  why  it  should  not  wo  k 
satisfactorily.    It  muiit  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  it 
will  only  operate  where  the  fishing  is  actually  rented  by 
the  board,  which  will  mainly  be  in  Worcestershire.  In 
Shropshire  the  angling  association  of  that  ciurity  has  for 
^  some  time  posseMed  powers  such  as  the  board  are  now 
-  obtaining  with  regard  to  the  lower  waters,  and  the  tickets 


issued  by  the  board  will  not  entitle  their  holders  to  fish  in 
those  parts  of  the  river  which  have  come  under  the  control 
of  the  Shropshire  Association,  which  boly  will  continue  to 
issue  their  owh  tickets  as  heretofore. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
Owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  rivers,  anglers  have 
had  but  little  sport  during  the  pist  fortnight.  In  this 
respect  they  have  shared  misfortune  with  rodmen 
generally  in  th6  north  and  the  midlands.  Backwater 
fishing  has  been  barely  possible  in  some  districts.  Whilst 
temporarily  interfering  with  angling,  the  floods  have  done 
good,  on  the  whole,  in  cleansing  the  rivers  and  clearing 
away  the  decayed  leaves  and  vegetation.  The  weather  for 
some  days  has  been  singularly  mild,  but  withal  gloomy, 
with  a  tantalising  rain  succeeding,  often,  gentle  night 
frosts.  Whilst  fly  fishing  has  been  practically 
impossible,  there  has  been  some  coarse  fishing, 
and  small  baskets  of  roach,  perch,  and  pike  have 
been  taken  by  local  anglers  away  from  home, 
members  of  the  York  A  A.  finding  agreeable  pastime 
alongside  the  Pooklington  Canal,  where  their  rented 
waters  are  situated.  The  Ouse  has  been  too  flooded 
and  dirty  for  rodmen  to  expect  much,  and  the  state  of 
the  Foss  continues  opaque,  and  is  too  high  for  successful 
fishing.  Trout  fishing  prospects  are  cheering,  the  best 
streams  being  well  stocked  with  healthy  fish,  which 
will  be  all  the  better  for  the  thorough  flushing  of 
the  waters.  The  North-Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  Com- 
mittee will  hold  their  quarterly  meeting  in  York  on 
the  24th  inst.  Captain  Ashford,  the  fishery  officer, 
will  have  an  interesting  report  to  present.  The  total 
quantity  of  fish  landed  within  the  district,  exclusive 
of  crabs,  lobsters,  oysters,  cookies,  mussels,  whelks, 
shrimps,  and  pranng  reached  the  total  of  l,132,376owt3., 
a  decrease  on  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1898  of 
40  997owts.  The  values  for  the  past  three  months  are, 
however,  enormous.  The  total  quantity  of  herrings 
reached  303,464awts.,  a  decrease  of  64,354cwts.  Of  the 
total  catch  Scarborough  alone  received  108,290owta.,  as 
against  137  771cwt3. ;  but  although  the  weights  of  1899 
were  less  than  those  of  1898,  the  value  was  £20,120  more. 
The  total  value  of  fish  landed  within  the  north-eastern 
district  during  the  quarter  ending  November  was 
£850,893,  against  £726,780,  exclujive  of  shell -fish, 
shrimps,  and  prawns,  which  sbowed  £589  against  £392. 
Oysters  landed  numbered  350,000,  of  the  value  of  £700. 
The  total  value  of  shell-fish,  shrimps,  and  prawns  landed 
was  £2507,  against  £2381. 


LUNE  FISHERY  BOARD. 
A  MEETING  of  the  Lune  Fishery  Board  was  held  at 
Lancaster  on  Jan.  13,  Mr.  Fenwick  presiding.  The 
secretary,  Mr.  J._  T.  Sanderson,  submitted  bis  report  on 
the  past  year,  stating  that  the  salmon  season  of  1899  had 
been  considerably  worse  than  the  one  that  preceded  it, 
though  he  had  considered  that  one  of  the  worst  on  record. 
Fewer  fish  had  been  netted  in  the  estuary,  and  only  about 
a  dozen  at  the  outside  with  rod  and  line.  Considerably 
more  trout,  however,  have  been  taken,  and  the  past  eight 
years  hid  shown  an  increase  of  359  licences,  the  total  now 
being  1059,  and  the  revenue  £132  73.  6d.  Unfortunately 
for  the  salmon  industry  of  the  district,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  had  not  seen  fit  to  grant  the  application  to 
make  the  estuary  a  stream  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Rivers'  Pollution  Prevention  Act  He  hoped  the  day 
would  come  when  the  sewage  of  Lancaster  would  be 
properly  treated,  and  not  turned  directly  into  the  river. 
The  Condor,  Rawthay,  and  the  Lune  had  been  re-stocked 
during  the  year.  The  balance  in  favour  of  the  board  was 
reduced  to  £4  133.  2d.  from  £20,  in  consequence  of  the 
decrease  of  salmon  licences.  If  next  year  were  as  bad 
they  would  finish  in  debt.  The  report  having  been 
adopted,  the  secretary  reported  the  election  of  representa- 
tive members.  None  were  elected  last  year  through 
oversight.  It  was  decided  to  ask  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
define  where  inland  waters  commenced  in  the  Lune,  as  the 
bye-law  approved  by  the  Board  of  Trade  prohibiting  night 
netting  would  be  of  no  effect  if  the  Skerton  Weir  were  sot 
made  the  starting  point  of  the  inland  waters. — Pall  Mall 
Oazeite. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Universal  Information  Office.— We  some  years 
ago  published  accounts  of  sea  fishing  by  means  of  the 
electric  light,  but  we  doubt  if  the  game  was  found  to  be 
worth  the  candle. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents  ] 


AN  OTTER  CAUGHT  IN  DOVE  DALE. 
Dear  Sib, — I  thought  it  may  be  of  interest  to  you  to 
know  I  killed  a  nice  female  otter,  on  Jan.  14,  on  Lord 
Hindlip's  length  of  the  Dove,  on  the  top  part  of  Dove 
pale,  above  my  house.  Its  weight  is  15Jlb.,  and  3ft.  6in. 
in  length.  No  one  round  here  can  ever  remembsr  one 
being  caught  in  Dove  Dale  before.  I  got  it  in  a  trap. — 
Yours  respectfully,    Ernest  Lock. 


THE  SEVERN,  AND  TBE  CHAIRMAN  OF  ITS 
FISHERY  BOA.RD. 
Sir,— With  reference  to  Mr.  Willis  Bnnd's  advice  and 
action  in  destroying  coarse  fish  for  the  benefit  of  salmon 
and  trout  in  the  Severn,  I  think  if  he  would  stop  the 
pollution  of  the  river  by  sewage  and  factory  refuse  he 


would  do  a  thousand  times  more  good.  The  state  of  the 
river,  especially  below  Gloucester,  is  a  disgrace  to 
England.  If  we  have  another  season  like  last,  we  shall  be 
poisoned  by  dead  salmon.  If  yon,  sir,  could  see,  as  we 
Gloucester  anglers  have,  hundreds  of  dead  salmon,  from 
101b.  to  401b.  in  weight,  killed  in  one  week,  you  would 
think  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  chairman  of  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board,  or  a  fishery  board  either. — Yours,  &c., 
A  Gloccesteb  A.nglee. 

FRESH-WATER  FISH  AND  THEIR  WINGED 
ENEMIES. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  generally  admitted  that  the  presence 
of  swans,  wildfowl,  heron,  kingfishers, '  &c.,  greatly 
enhance  the  charms  of  any  ornamental  piece  of  water,  and 
it  is  not  at  all  unnatural  that  people  who  admire  these 
"  pretty  children  of  nature  "  should  wax  indignant  when 
they  hear  of  what  seems  to  them  a  useless  and  brutal  war 
of  ex^ermiaation  being  waged  against  their  favourites  by 
the  proprietors  of  lakes  and  fish  ponds. 

They  speak  of  "  beautiful  and  harmless  birds."  Now, 
while  fully  acknowledging  the  "  beauty  "  of  the  above- 
mentioned  birds,  personal  observation  and  experience 
extending  over  a  period  of  ten  years  have  dispelled  any 
illusions  I  ever  entertained  concerning  their  harmless- 
nes3."  Let  it  be  clearly  understood  that  the  writer  is  far 
from  advocating  the  wholesale  slaughter  that  many 
keepers  too  freely  indulge  in,  and  it  is  to  show  that  in 
some  cases  (probably  in  a  larger  percentage  than  people 
imagine)  preventive  measures  can  be  taken,  and  thus  the 
slaughter  of  ornamental  and  interesting  creatures  be 
avoided. 

The  non-angling  public  (with  few  exceptions)  show  scant 
consideration  and  justice  towards  the  grievances  of  anglers 
and  pisciculturists,  and  are  ignorant  of  the  fact  or 
indifferent  to  the  great  loss  which  these  unfortunate 
individuals  sustain  from  the  depredations  of  sundry  water- 
fowl. Let  us  duly  consider  the  definite  charges  to  be 
brought  against  each  kind  of  bird. 

Kingfishers — The  case  against  these  little  birds  may 
be  dismissed — tli'^y  are  too  rare  and  small  to  do  much  harm. 

Coots  and  Waterhens.  —  These  I  know  to  be 
destructive  to  fish  spawn  (particularly  the  spawn  of  perch), 
and  I  have  heai  d  that  on  occasion  they  will  catph  small 
fish.  But  not  having  witnessed  this  myself,  I  must  regard 
this  last  charge  as  (to  use  a  Scotch  legal  idiom)  "not 
proven." 

Mallard,  Teal,  Widgeon,  &c. — Undoubtedly  fish 
consumers,  but  then,  their  excellence  from  a  culinary  point 
of  view  must  be  regarded  as  no  slight  compensation  for  the 
injury  they  inflict. 

Swans  and  Herons  (completely  gone  out  of  fashion 
as  edible  birds). — The  worst  bird  poachers  of  fish  we  have. 
Swans  will  not  only  consume  great  quantities  of  spawn, 
but  will  swallow  fair  sized  fish  as  well.  The  writer  of  this 
well  remembers  watching  a  swan  nearly  choke  itself  in  its 
endeavours  to  swallow  a  large  eel.  Moreover,  he  remem- 
bers a  good  trout  stream  in  Dorsetshire,  where  during  the 
spawning  seison  the  trout  used  to  run  into  the  shallow, 
gravelly  ditches  tUl  there  was  barely  enough  water  to 
cover  their  backs.  Needless  to  say,  they  were  easily 
cornered,  and  fell  a  ready  prey  to  swans. 

Herons  are  worse  than  swans,  for  they  will  maim  (and 
render  useless)  many  fi;h  besides  those  that  they  swallow. 
This  is  a  fact  beyond  dispute. 

Lakes  with  few  shallow  places  in  them  are  pretty  safe 
from  depredations  caused  by  herons  or  swans  ;  but  where 
there  is  a  long  stretch  of  shallow  water  a  single  heron  or 
swan  will  work  incilculable  mischief  during  the  spawning 
season. 

To  prevent  this  watch  the  fish  carefully  when  they  come 
in  to  spawn.  Trout,  perch,  and  pike  are  very  conservative, 
and  one  can  soon  find  their  favourite  haunts. 

When  you  have  acquired  full  knowledge  of  their  breed- 
ing ground,  stick  in  a  great  number  of  twigs  and  branches 
coming  up  to  and  above  the  surface  of  the  water.  Wild- 
fowl liate  getting  their  feet  entangled,  and  will  avoid  these 
spots.  Moreover,  if  you  have  any  of  those  pothouae  loafing 
skunks,  who,  because  of  its  easiness,  try  to  poach  your  fish 
when  the  shallows  are  occupied  by  spawning  or  spent  fish, 
this  will  serve  to  baffle  them,  though  perhaps  it  would  be 
well  to  add  a  few  stakes  {not  showing  abjve  the  water) 
fitted  with  nails,  which  will  tear  great  holes  in  their  nets, 
and  teach  them  a  wholesome  lesson.  But  whether 
employed  against  human  poachers  or  birds,  this  method  is 
simple,  effective,  and  cheap.  So  people  with  shallow  lakes 
need  not  despair  of  having  plenty  of  wildfowl,  and  plenty 
of  fish  as  well.— Yours,  &c  ,  Frank  Cushny. 


GULLS  AND  SALMON,  &c.,  OVA. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  must 
have  got  into  the  company  of  one  or  more  of  the  drouthy 
and  queer  characters  who  are  somewhat  common  in 
Langholm.  Imagine  with  what  gaeto  the  native  told  his 
tale.  It  was  the  confidence  tricfe  with  variations.  They 
must  have  been  gulls  from  ayont  the  Sark  which  would 
look  for  ova  near  the  "  toon."  Native  gulls  knew  better. 
I  laugh  to  think  how  the  meek  native  clawed  his  elbow 
and  "  fidged  fu  fain"  as  he  rubbed  in  his  little  joke. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Tod  has  no  special  acquaintance  with  a 
salmon  or  trout  redd.  He  may  be  assured  that  neither 
leave  their  ova  lying  on  the  top  of  either  sacd  or  shingle. 
Obvious  there  will  be  some  lying  about ;  but  these  are  the 
few  misdirected  ones.  The  real  dep^sit  will  be  found 
from  6in.  to  lOin.  under  the  surface.  Of  the  floating  eggs, 
probably  not  one  per  csnt.  of  them  would  be  fertilised,  or, 
if  so,  its  bumping  against  the  stones  during  its  critical 
period,  i.e.,  before  becoming  eyed,  would  kill  the  embryo 
fish. 

The  gulls  do  pick  up  a  few  eggs.  Suppose  they  do. 
Have  they  not  earned  them  ?  I  have  watched  them  at 
Caetledykes  Pool,  on  the  Nith,  sometimes  for  a  few 
hours.    I  have  noted  one  take  five  small  eels  within  an 
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hour,  any  one  of  which,  if  allowed  to  grow,  would  have 
destroyed  yearly  as  much  fertilised  ova  as  fifty  guUs  would 
pick  up  in  a  season. 

As  an  angler  interested  in  the  stock  of  trout  and  salmon 
ia  our  rivers,  and  as  one  who  has  not  only  killed  fish,  but 
hatched  a  fair  number,  and  who  hopes,  with  new  apparatus, 
to  hatch  an  increasing  quantity,  I  yet  have  no  sympathy 
■vith  the  craze  for  destroying,  however  beautiful,  every 
intruder.  Against  our  worst  enemy,  the  eel,  I  would  wage 
lasting  war,  but  would  preserve  both  the  gull  and  otter,  who 
make  the  eel  their  prey.— Yours,  &c.,  Dumfriessan. 

"  OUT  WEST." 
Deab  Sir,— Allow  me  through  you  to  congratulate 
vour  correspondent  of  last  week,  "  Kryptos,"  on  his 
delightful  sketch,  "  Out  West."  It  is  one  of  the  most 
amusing  and  distinctly  American  yarns  I  have  ever  read, 
[f  I  may  say  so,  it  is  a  piquant  chinge,  and  gives  a 
variation,  which  is  much  to  be  commended. — Yours  faith- 
fully,   A  Reader. 

FISHING  AT  PBTWORTH. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
afford  me  the  following  information  with  reference  to  Pet- 
worth,  Sussex  ? 

1.  Is  the  pike  fishing  there  any  good  at  the  present  day  ? 

2.  Is  any  permission  required  to  fish  there,  and,  if  so, 
whose  ? 

3.  Can  I  obtain  lodgings  there  ? 

4.  Are  there  any  professional  fishermen  ? 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  for  any  information  that  you  can 
give  me  about  the  place. — Yours  faithfully, 

F.  Martin. 

[The  fishing  at  Pet  worth  is  mainly  in  the  river  Rother, 
which  runs  through  the  property  of  Lord  Leconfield, 
through  whom  permission  should  be  obtained.  Very  little 
is  known  of  the  pike  fishing  in  this  private  part,  but  it  is 
very  fair  in  the  open  part  of  the  same  river  at  Selham. 
Petworth  is  a  comfortable  country  town  vrith  usual  hotel 
accommodation.  Although  there  are  doubtless  keepers  in 
the  locality  with  valuable  knowledge,  there  are  no  so- 
called  professional  fishermen  in  the  Thames  sense.] 

A  SEA  FISHING  CONVERT. 
Dear  Marston,— "  Tell  it  not  in  Gath,"  but  in  very 
fact  I  have  become  a  sea  fisher  !  The  spirit  of  unrest  got 
hold  upon  me,  and  since  the  close  time  for  fly  fishing  I 
have  been  "  wandering  up  and  down  in  dry  places,  seeking 
rest  and  finding  none."  In  September  I  was  perusing  the 
invariably  truthful  yarns  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
discovered  that  immense  cod  fish  (Brobdingnagian  ?), 
whiting,  and  gigantic  plaice  were  being  caught  in  count- 
less multitudes  off  the  pebbly  coast  of  Deal.  Now,  Deal 
is  not  my  ideal  (oh  !)  spot  for  landing  from  an  open  boat 
during  the  prevalence  of  an  easterly  wind,  and  from  that 
quarter  rude  Boreas  had  persistently  worried  us  for  many 
days.  I,  therefore,  betook  myself  to  the  classic  shores 
of  Ramsgate — dear,  vulgar,  tripper-cursed  Ramsgate — and 
drove  to  the  Royal  Hotel,  of  which  more  anon.  Having 
partaken  of  the  usual  antidote  for  an  attack  of  faintness 
(to  which  I  am  at  times  liable),  I  searched  the  pier  yard 
for  an  ancient  mariner  whose  countenance  might  betoken 
a  certain  amount  of  honesty.  By  way  of  parenthesis,  this 
same  honesty  is  not  the  prevailing  characteristic  among 
the  professioBal  boatmen  of  Ramsgate,  but  it  may  be 
discovered  if  searched  for  diligently  and  with  tears.  I 
was  particularly  fortunate  in  finding  an  old  salt,  who  I  had 
known  in  past  years,  disengaged.  This  gentleman  is 
known  as  "  Old  Sam,"  and  was  up  to  all  the  rules  of  the 
game  which  1  was  so  anxious  to  acquire. 

Now,  there  ia  one  thing  about  Samuel  Miller  that 
always  compels  my  admiration.  Should  the  weather  be 
unfavourable,  the  state  of  the  tide  nnpropitious,  or  the 
chance  of  sport  infinitesimal,  "  Old  Sam  "  will  tell  you 
that  it  is  no  good,  and  advise  yon  to  postpone  your 
excursion  until  another  day.  On  this  occasion,  however, 
Sam  was  full  of  enthusiasm.  The  water  was  just  the  right 
colour,  the  tide,  also,  just  right,  viz.,  two  hours  after  high 
water,  and  the  sea  was  as  smooth  (pronounced  smewth) 
as  glass.  Now,  in  byegone  days,  I  had  often  fished  with 
the  common  or  garden  hand-line,  with  snoods  as  thick  as  a 
rope,  and  leads  as  big  as  duck's  eggs.  This  was  now  to  be 
altered— I  had  read  the  Fishing  Gazette  !  I,  therefore, 
provided  myself  with  a  stout,  short  rod,  about  8ft.  in 
length,  a  big  N  )ttingham  reel  with  a  fine  bat  strong  line, 
and  one  of  Farlow  s  straight-pull  boom  paternosters  of 
twisted  gut.  Sam,  who  is  nothing  if  not  conservative, 
intended  to  fish  in  the  old  style,  and,  in  supreme  con- 
fidence, offered  to  bet  me  long  odds  that  he  would  bag 
three  fish  to  my  one.  This  bet  I  carefully  accepted,  and 
we  forthwith  proceeded  to  provision  the  boat.  This  was  a 
serioas  matter,  as  Sam  is  a  man  of  most  fastidious  tabtes. 
lie  turns  up  his  nose  at  beer,  rum  has  no  place  in  his 
affections,  even  whisky  diluted  with  water  has  not  "  grip  " 
enough  to  satisfy  the  old  mariner's  palate  !  No,  he  must 
have  whisky  not  less  than  ten  years  old,  and  no  other  soda 
but  "  Schweppes !  "  Well,  the  soda  water  made  excellent 
ballast,  and  so  we  started. 

It  was  certainly  a  heavenly  day,  and  will  lonj[  be  retained 
in  my  memory,  for  was  it  not  my  initiation  into  the 
mysteries  of  sea  fishing  with  a  rod,  and  was  I  not  most 
anxi  jas  to  verify  those  entrancing  reports  that  were 
seductively  related  in  the  fascinating  pages  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  '  The  wind  was  about  W.N.  W.,  so  that  we  could 
set  our  sail,  and  away  we  bowled  merrily  to  the  hallowed 
precincts  of  the  "  I'at'ih  Buoy."  This  spot  is  between 
Deal  and  Ramsgate,  and  Sam  said  was  a  sure  find  for  big 
fish.  We  had  a  diversity  of  bait— sprats,  lugworm,  and 
"farmers,"  the  latter,  I  suppose,  a  local  name  for  the 
hermit  crab,  which  ie  a  line  bait  for  cod.  I  baited  the 
lower  hiolt  with  a  "  farmer,"  the  second  one  with  lug- 
worm,  and  the  top  one  with  sprat.  There  was  a  nice  tide, 
and  just  enough  ripple  on  the  water  to  make  it  pleasant. 


For  some  time  we  experienced  nothing  but  the  joys  of 
expectation,  and  I  began  to  look  upon  Sam  with  a  lowering 
brow.  All  at  once  the  rod  was  nearly  jerked  out  of  my 
hand,  and  as  I  reeled  in  I  thought  I  had  at  least  secured 
a  fish  of  10b..  To  my  amazement,  I  fotind  that  I  had  only 
landed  a  pouting  ;  true,  it  was  a  big  one  of  nearly  21b. ,  but 
what  a  fuss  it  made.  I  could  now  see  the  difference 
between  rod  fishing  with  fine  tackle  and  using  a  hand- 
line.  This  fish  gave  good  sport  on  the  rod,  but  in  the  other 
case  I  should  have  merely  hauled  it  in  hand  over  hand  in 
a  most  unceremonious  fashion,  and  thus  lost  half  my  fun. 
The  pouting  was  only  the  forerunner  of  great  sport ;  the 
cod  began  to  go  madly  for  the  "  farmers,"  and  a  cod  of 
31b.  or  41b.  gives  splendid  sport  on  a  rod  and  line.  All 


seven  score  of  whiting,  three  score  of  cod  (largest  61b.),  a 
score  and  a  half  of  dabs,  and  about  ten  pouting,  but  none 
of  the  latter  as  large  as  my  first  one.   I  returned  to  the 
Royal  radiant,  and  interviewed  the  proprietor,  a  gentleman 
not  notable  for  his  inches,  but  with  a  heart  big  enough  to 
make  up  for  any  little  deficiency  of  this  sort.  I  further  more 
supplied  all  the  visitors  at  the  hotel  with  enough  fish  to  la 
them  for  a  week,  and  old  Sam  sold  the  rest  at  a  good  price 
After  a  most  welcome  little  dinrer,  I  asked  mine  host  I 
show  me  the  lions  of  Ramsgate,  and  this  he  proceeded 
do  in  a  manner  pecuUarly  his  own.    I  must  say  that  h' 
knowledge  of  these  lions  was  accurate  to  a  degree,  an 
before  the  end  of  our  perambulation  I  had  been  introduce 
to  so  many  pretty  young ' '  gentlemen  "  that  I  became  qui 


On  the  Sea  Front  at  R.\msgate. 
(See  "Quill  Qnat'^"  letter  on  Sea  Pishing.) 


Sam  Miller  and  his  Patron. 
(Sec  "t,>uill  Onat's"  letter  on  Sea  Fishing.) 


this  time  I  was  catching  four  or  five  fish  to  Sam's  one,  and 
before  the  end  of  the  day  he  was  compelled  to  admit  that 
the  rod  beat  the  hand-line  into  fits.  He  also  said  that  he 
would  owe  me  the  bet.  As  1  had  known  him  for  some 
years,  I  knew  that  he  was  "  well  able  to  owe  it."  When 
the  cod  ceased  to  bite  we  moved  about  half  a  mile  further 
into  the  bay,  where  Sara  said  there  was  a  sandy  bottom, 
and  here  wo  had  fine  sport  with  the  whiting.  Again  the 
rod  was  along  way  ahead  of  the  hand-line,  and  I  frequently 
had  two,  and  occasionally  three,  whiting  on  at  one  time. 
The  shades  of  evening  warned  us  that  we  must  think  of 
home,  and  as  the  winu  had  fallen  to  a  flat  calm  wo  had  to 
row  all  the  way.  At  the  old  Dover  steps  we  put  ashore, 
and  when  we  counted  our  spoil  wo  found  we  had  taken 


confused,  and  retired  quickly  to  my  welcome  couch.  Sinoe 
that  time  I  have  visited  Ramsgate  nearly  every  week-end, 
meeting  with  varied  success  at  sea,  but  nearly  always  ex- 
periencing good  sport  under  the  guidance  of  the  faithful 
Sam.  I  can  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  when  the  trout 
and  salmon  rods  are  put  on  one  side,  when  the  March 
Browns,  Blue  Duns,  &o  ,  are  relegated  to  their  dark 
receptacles  in  the  interior  of  our  fishing  cupboard,  there 
are  many  worse  things  to  be  done  than  jonrneying  off  to 
Ramsgate,  where,  skilfully  piloted  by  some  honest  oW 
veteran  of  the  Sam  Miller  type,  one  may  extract  a  great 
deal  of  enjoyment  out  of  sea  fishing  with  rod  and  line. 
Come  with  me  some  day  and  try.— Yours  faithfully, 

QuiLii  Gnat. 


Jantjaey  27,  1900] 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOEPORATED 

ANGLING    AND    CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  27th,  1900. 


PREPARATIONS  FOE  THE  COMING 
SEASON. 


Most  anglers  take  great  delight-  in  handling 
rods,  reels,  lines,  and  tackle  of  all  descriptions, 
even  when  the  season  for  using  such  is  past.  In- 
deed, this  occupation  often  affords  to  many  as 
great  a  pleasure  as  angling  itself.  Many  pleasant 
memories  are  recalled  when  one  opens  an  old 
tackle  book  and  examines  its  contents.  Here  is 
an  old  favourite  pattern  of  trout  fly  that  has 
helped  to  fill  a  creel  more  than  once ;  and  there, 
in  a  place  of  honour,  rests  a  fly  that  has  secured 
lor  its  owner  some  big  fish  or  other.  When  the 
season  is  out,  spare  time  can  be  occupied  by 
repairing  damaged  gear  and  tackle,  getting  in  a 
fresh  supply,  and  arranging  the  same  if  the  stock 
happens  to  be  large.  Anglers  of  means  can 
afford  to  get  others  to  do  this  for  them,  although 
many  preter  to  do  it  themselves ;  but  a  person  of 
average  intelligence  can  manage  many  things  for 
himself  that  would  cost  him  hard  cash  otherwise. 
I  will  now  proceed  to  give  a  few  hints  to  inexperi- 
enced anglers  which,  I  trust,  they  may  find 
useful. 


Rods. — Rods  frequently  undergo  a  lot  of  hard 
usage,  and  as  a  result  they  come  to  an  untimely 
end.  A  good  rod,  with  a  few  necessary  repairs 
from  time  to  time,  should  nearly  last  a  lifetime. 
A  coat  of  varnish  put  on  occasionally  does  more 
to  prolong  the  existence  of  a  rod  than  more 
anglers  seem  to  be  aware  of.  In  the  first  place, 
it  protects  the  wood  of  the  rod  and  keeps  the 
binding  or  whipping  secure.  I  would  caution 
anglers  about  using  the  ordinary  spirit  varnish 
which  is  usually  sold  at  the  painters  and  oil 
merchants'.  Several  years  ago  I  found  it  necessary 
to  re- varnish  an  old  rod  I  was  using,  and  gave  it 
a  coat  of  spirit  varnish,  thinking  that  it  would  be 
good  enough.  This  mixture  happened  to  be  a 
veiy  crude  preparation  of  common  resin  and 
methylated  spirits.  I  took  particular  care  to  put 
it  on  in  even,  thin  coats,  and  leteach  dry  thoroughly 
before  treating  it  again.  Notwithstanding  my 
care,  the  varnish  began  to  crack  off  in  patches, 
and  turn  white  where  my  hands  held  the  butt. 
My  hands  were  as  much  coated  and  sticky  as  if  I 
had  been  handling  powdered  resin.  Those  who 
have  made  flare  lights  with  resin  in  their  school 
days  will  understand  what  this  means.  On 
account  of  this  varnish  I  had  more  than  my  first 
work  to  do  over  again.  I  had  to  take  off  the  old 
coat  of  varnish,  and  to  do  this  thoroughly  all  the 
binding  had  to  be  stripped  off  as  well.  Special 
varnish  for  the  purpose  can  be  had  at  any  reliable 
tackle  dealers  in  small  bottles,  usually  costing 
about  6d.  each.  This  varnish  is  easily  applied,  and 
answers  very  well.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  how- 
ever, in  varnishing  a  rod,  that  a  brilliant,  glossy 
surface  is  not  the  thing  to  be  aimed  at,  but  the 
necessary  want  is  something  to  preserve  the  wood 
and  whipping.  Most  anglers  are  aware  that  while 
fishing  in  clear  water  a  flashing  shiny  rod  will  do 
a  great  deal  to  scare  shy  fish.  I  am  glad  to  note 
that  some  of  the  leading  rod  makers  have  studied 
th's  point  and  are  putting  out  rods  which  are 
stained  in  dull,  sober  colours,  and  do  not  glisten 
to  any  extent,  even  in  bright  sunshine.  Before 
varnishing  a  rod  care  should  be  taken  to  see  that 
all  the  rings  are  unbroken ,  and  in  their  places. 
Should  any  angler  have  occasion  to  put  new  rings 
on  his  rod  I  would  advise  him  to  use  snake  rings. 
These  can  be  had  made  of  brass,  steel,  or  white 
alloy.  I  prefer  the  rustlesH-steel  snake  rings  to 
any,  and  all  my  rods  are  furnished  with  these.  I 
can  safely  say  that  they  are  the  best  pattern  of 
ring  that  I  have  used.  Old  temporary  splices 
should  be  taken  apart  and  permanently  repaired. 
Split  cane  rods  should  be  re- whipped  at  places  where 
it  is  necessary,  and  then  varnished.  If  a  rod  has 
developed  a  bend  it  can  be  removed,  for  a  time  at 
least,  by  a  simple  method.  Suspend  the  bent 
piece  vertically,  from  the  ceiling,  by  a  string,  and 
to  the  lower  end  attach  a  weight.  Let  it  hang  in 
this  position  for  a  week  or  so,  and  it  will  gradually 
straighten  out. 

Reels. — Reels  should  be  taken  down,  and 
thoroughly  cleaned  and  oiled.  No  matter  how 
much  care  is  taken  in  laying  down  a  rod,  little 
particles  of  grit  and  sand  often  insinuate  them- 
selves into  the  vital  parts  of  a  reel.  This  wears 
away  the  bearings  and  plates  very  soon,  and 
accounts  for  the  rickety  condition  of  some  reels 
in  use.  A  good  working  reel  is  an  important 
factor  in  an  angler's  outfit,  and  care  must  be 
taken  to  see  that  it  is  working  regularly  and 
smoothly,  without  being  liable  to  jam  or  over-run. 
Some  reels  can  be  opened  up  by  removing  a 
single  screw,  and  others  can  be  taken  apart  by 
equally  simple  means.  Revolving  plate  reels  of 
the  common  pattern  should  not  be  taken  to  pieces 
unless  the  mechanism  is  thoroughly  understood. 
Some  reels  do  not  admit  of  being  taken  apart,  as 
the  pillars  are  riveted  through  the  plates  ii  stead 
of  being  screwed. 

Lines. — Lines  should  be  turned  out  of  the 
places  where  they  have  been  kept,  and  thoroughly 
tested  throughout  their  entire  lengths.  Nearly 
everybody  knows  the  old  saw  about  the  strength 
of  a  chain  being  its  weakest  link.  This  applies 
very  well  to  fishing  lines,  and  it  is  most  aggra- 
vating to  lose  a  good  fish  through  a  rotten  line. 
Good  fish  are  scarce  enough  nowadays,  and,  when 
one  gets  the  chance  of  a  specimen,  no  risks 
can  be  taken.  I  think  that  it  is  a  mis- 
take, however,  to  buy  a  hundred  yards  of 
expensive  line  to  fill  a  reel.  My  plan 
is  to  get  about  20yds.  or  30jds.  of  Foster's 
"Acme"  or  good 'enamelled  waterproof  silk  line, 
and  back  it  up  with  pure  undressed  silk,  which 


can  be  got  from  Theaker,  of  Nottingham,  or 
Barnes,  of  Lincoln.  These  pure  silk  lines  are 
beautifully  made  and  very  strong  in  proportion  to 
their  bulk.  When  the  lines  are  spliced  the  two 
ends  should  be  rubbed  with  fly-dresser's  wax,  laid 
together,  and  neatly  whipped  with  fine  waxed  silk, 
and  then  varnished.  This  kind  of  splice,  if 
properly  done,  is  neat  and  strong,  and  has  never 
failed  me  yet.  I  always  like  to  have  my  winches 
well  filled,  so  that  the  line  has  an  increased 
leverage  on  the  axle  of  the  reel  when  a  fish  is  on, 
and  line  can  be  let  out  without  breaking  fine 
tackle.  Pure  silk  lines  can  be  dressed  with 
paraffin  wax,  and  they  will  last  much  longer. 
This  can  be  got  at  the  chemist's  or  drysalter's  or 
nearly  anywhere,  in  the  form  of  paraffin  candles. 
If  a  few  drops  of  oil  is  added  when  the  wax  is 
melted,  it  will  soak  into  the  line  better,  and  will 
not  crack  off  so  readily  when  cool.  Some  tackle 
shops  keep  prepared  dressing  for  lines,  put  up  in 
the  form  of  small  cakes.  Never  having  used 
these,  I  cannot  say  how  they  will  do,  but  I  intend 
to  tiy  them  before  long. 

Tackle. — Tackle  books  and  cases  should  be 
looked  out,  and  their  contents  overhauled.  Some 
recommend  the  burning  up  of  old  cast  lines  and 
tackle  at  the  end  of  the  season  ;  but  this  is  what 
everybody  cannot  afford  to  do.  If  good  gut  is 
laid  past,  carefully  wrapped  up  in  chamois  leather, 
or  even  good  paper,  it  will  last  a  considerable 
time.  Before  using,  however,  it  should  be  tested, 
and  put  aside  if  unreliable.  Trout  and  salmon 
gut,  if  frayed,  can  be  drawn  and  cleaned  by  a  split 
made  in  a  piece  of  rubber,  and  used  for  bait  and 
coarse  fishing  if  it  is  strong  enough.  Flies  should 
be  examined  at  the  head,  and,  if  the  gut  should 
show  the  least  sign  of  brittleness  or  wear,  they 
should  be  put  aside  and  kept  as  patterns  only. 
The  loops  of  salmon  flies  must  be  carefully  looked 
to,  as  more  than  one  good  fish  has  been  lost 
through  the  loop  and  the  hook  parting  company. 
Eyed  hooks,  if  they  are  of  good  quality,  can  be 
kept  for  any  length  of  time  without  this  happen- 
ing. There  are  eyed  hooks  in  the  market  at 
present  which  are  imperfectly  made.  One  serious 
fault  I  notice  in  some  cheap  makes  is  that  the 
shank  is  too  slim  at  the  eye,  and  frequently,  if 
any  strain  is  put  on  the  hook,  they  snap  there. 
Some,  again,  have  imperfectly  formed  loops,  and 
often  the  gutcan  pass  through  the  gap  leftin  return- 
ing the  shank  to  form  the  eye.  _  The  angler  must 
exercise  his  eyes  when  purchasing  tackle  as  well 
as  when  using  it,  and  good  tackle  can  only  be 
had  by  paying  a  reasonable  price.  Some  anglers 
employ  method  when  arranging  their  books,  and 
have  flies  of  one  size  and  kind  in  one  part  and 
casts  and  bait  hooks  in  another.  Many  excellent 
tackle  books  can  be  had  for  a  few  shillings,  and 
when  an  angler  has  one  of  these  little  or  no 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  finding  suitable  places 
for  all  kinds  of  tackle.  When  a  book  is  an-anged 
carefully  and  tackle  stowed  away  neatly  much 
time  is  saved  at  the  fishing  ground.  How  awk- 
ward it  would  be  to  search  a  bulky  tackle  book, 
when  a  rise  of  trout  is  on,  to  find  some  particular 
fly  that  the  fish  have  taken  a  fancy  to,  and  then 
to  spend  several  minutes  getting  the  same  fly  out 
of  a  wisp  of  others  which  seem  to  be  always 
getting  into  a  worse  state  of  entanglement. 
Oast  lines  should  always  be  put  carefully  into 
some  secure  pocket  or  envelope  in  a  book,  and  after 
a  day's  fishing  the  one  in  use  should  be  neatly 
coiled  up  and  returned  to  its  allotted  place. 

Wadeks. — Waterproofs  and  waders  can  easily 
be  mended  and  made  watertight.  In  these  days 
of  cycling  every  second  man  or  so  knows  how  to 
mend  a  puncture  or  put  a  patch  on  the  tube  of  a 
cycle.  It  is  simpler,  if  anything,  to  repair  waders 
Rubber  solution  and  prepared  cloth  for  the 
purpose  of  patching  can  be  had  at  a  rubber  goods 
warehouse.  When  the  leak  has  been  discovered, 
make  a  mark  with  chalk,  and  allow  the  waders  to 
be  thoroughly  dried  outside  and  in.  Then  take 
a  tube  of  solution  and  squeeze  out  a  quantity  on 
the  p'ace  to  be  patched  and  on  the  patch  itself. 
Allow  b  th  to  stand  a  short  time  until  part  of  the 
solveLt  vaporates  and  leaves  a  sticky  surface  of 
rubber.  Ca  efuUy  place  the  rubber-coated  surfaces 
together  and  press  them  firmly  all  over,  especially 
at  the  edges,  and  allow  the  patch  to  dry.  If  the 
place  to  be  patched  is  dirty  or  sandy,  remove  all 
such  by  means  of  a  cloth  brush  before  applying 
the  solution.  When  the  cloth  of  the  waders 
appears  rubbed,  or  the  leak  is  a  small  one  caused 
by  a  thorn,  a  little  of  the  solution  poured  over  the 
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place  and  rubbed  into  the  cloth  by  a  finger  will 
suffice  for  a  short  time,  but  it  is  better  to  make 
complete  repairs  at  once.  If  these  matters  are 
attended  to  during  the  close  season,  moi-e  time 
■will  be  had  for  fishing  when  the  time  comes  again. 

Blackbeetle. 


MR.  R.  D.  BLACKMORE. 


Ai/THOTTGH  those  who,  like  myself,  knew  Mr. 
R.  D.  Blackmore  intimately  know  that  death 
came  to  release  him  from  sufEering  which  was 
never  absent  and  often  terribly  severe,  the  end 
came  very  unexpectedly,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
realise  that  the  author  of  "  Lorna  Doone  "  and  of 
so  many  other  charming  works  is  no  more. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  all  over  the  English- 
speaking  world,  who  knew  him  only  through  his 
writings,  have  heard  of  his  death  with  a  feeling 
of  personal  loss.  I  have  met  people  from  all- 
parts  of  the  world  to  whom  the  mere  mention  of 
'•Lorna  Doone"  was  the  best  of  introductions. 
Only  last  summer  an  American  gentleman  from 
the  Far  West  told  me  that  he  bought  copies  of  the 
work  by  the  dozen  to  give  away  to  his  friends  and 
acquaintances  as  the  best  present  he  could  select. 

I  well  remember  one  evening,  more  than  thirty 
years  ago,  how  my  father,  the  "Amateur 
Angler,"  brought  home  a  neat  quarto  manu- 
script written  in  blue  ink  in  a  very  small  but 
wonderfully  clear  hand.  He  told  us  that 
its  title  was  "  Lorna  Doone,"  and  that  it 
was  a  romance  of  Exmoor — a  story  about 
a  band  of  robbers ;  should  he  read  it  to  us  ? 
There  were  delighted  cries  of  "  Tes,  yes, 
do ;  "  for  we  knew  by  experience  that  if  the 
"  Amateur  Angler  "  offered  to  read  one  of 
the  manuscripts  he  often  brought  home, 
that  it  would  be  something  worth  listening 
to.  Thus  it  was  that  for  the  first  time 
one  English  household  listened  night  after 
night  with  breathless  interest  to  the  great 
romance.  Since  then  countless  thousands 
have  also  come  under  the  spell  of  the  Wizai-d 
of  the  South,  more  than  a  million  copies 
have  been  sold  in  English-speaking  lands. 
Its  effect  on  me  in  one  direction  was  to 
send  me  year  after  3  ear  to  fish  in  the  wild 
Exmoor  country,  in  which  its  scenes  are 
laid.  Soon  after  its  publication  my  father 
took  me  with  him  on  one  of  his  visits  to 
the  author,  at  Teddington,  and  thus  com- 
menced for  me  and  was  continued  for  my 
father  our  long  and  uninterruptedly  pleasant 
relations  with  Mr.  R.  D.  Bltckmore,  ended, 
alas  !  by  his  death  last  Saturday, 

It  would  be  out  of  place  to  refer  here  at 
length  to  Mr.  Blackmore's  writings  or 
career;  and,  indeed,  it  has  been  done  so 
well  and  fullj  in  the  daily  Press,  that  it  is 
unnecessary,  and  all  I  propose  to  do  now  is 
to  relate  for  the  first  time  in  print  how  it 
was  my  good  fortune,  sixteen  years  ago, 
to  save  him  from  what  might  have  been  a 
fatal  accident. 

We  had  arranged  some  little  time  pre- 
viously to  have  some  trout  fishing  together  in  the 
Tillingboume,  and  one  fine  May  morning,  in  1884, 
I  started  early  from  home  for  Teddington,  where 
I  found  my  friend  on  the  platform  ready  to 
welcome  me.  We  walked  through  the  grounds  to 
liis  bouse,  and  after  some  light  refreshment,  which 
Mrs.  Blackmore  pressed  upon  us  iu  her  ever 
kindly  manner,  we  got  our  rods  and  baskets  stowed 
away  in  the  high  dogcart,  in  which  Mr.  Black- 
more  was  to  drive  me  to  Shalford,  near  Guild- 
ford. It  was  a  drive  of  some  fifteen  miles  or  more, 
thiough  lovely  country,  to  which  I  had  looked 
forward  with  great  pleasure ;  and  under  more 
auspicious  circumstances,  with  one  who  knew  the 
country  well,  and  could  talk  about  it  so  delight- 
fully, it  would  have  passed  my  expectations. 
We  got  up  into  the  high  dogcart  in  a  lane, 
called  Field  I^ane,  leading  from  the  house 
to  the  main  road.  Mr.  Blackmore  took  tl  e 
reins  from  the  groom,  and  we  started,  but 
bad  not  gone  many  yards  before  I  felt  the 
dogcart  was  turning  over  on  its  side.  Being 
young  and  active,  I  jumped  instantly,  and,  luckily, 
landed  on  my  feet,  and  turning  quickly  round,  I 
saw  Mr.  Blackmore  coming  down  head  first.  Being 
but  a  yard  awiiy,  I  upratjg  forward,  and  threw  my 
arms  round  hi^  back  and  chest,  and  so  broke  his 
fall,  for  in  another  second  he  would  have  fallen  with 


all  his  weight  right  on  to  his  head  on  the  road. 
But  he  was  a  big,  broad  shouldered  man,  and  I 
could  not  prevent  bending  under  his  weight,  so 
tiiat  his  head,  which  was  under  me  as  I  bent  over 
clasping  his  back  to  my  chest,  came  to  ground, 
and  his  nose  and  forehead  were  scratched  rather 
severely  by  the  gravel.  Luckily,  the  horse  stood 
still,  and  the  groom  rushed  up  and  held  it  while 
we  picked  ourselves  up.  Mr.  Blackmore's  face 
was  bleeding  a  good  bit,  and  of  course  I  wished 
him  to  return  home,  but  he  would  not  hear 
of  it,  saying  that  he  would  not  on  any 
account  do  so  as  it  would  upset  his 
wife.  He  assured  me  he  felt  all  right,  and  ex- 
plained that  in  consequence,  as  he  believdd,  of 
the  groom  having  given  him  the  reins  crossed,  he 
had  driven  the  wheel  against  a  stout  timber  strut 
supporting  the  high  fence.  So,  with  some  mis- 
givings on  my  part  (for  I  could  see  my  friend  was 
both  shaken  and  nervous),  we  got  the  groom  to 
lead  the  horse  out  into  the  main  road,  and  then 
drove  off.  Mr.  Blackmore  kept  having  to  wipe 
the  blood  from  his  face,  and  when  we  had  gone  a  few 
miles  I  persuaded  him  to  stop  at  an  inn  and  have 
a  wash  and  a  rest  and  some  brandy.  Although 
suffering  much  more  than  he  would  tell  me,  he  most 
pluckily  drove  right  on  to  Shalford,  where  we 
arrived  without  further  mishap,  and  after  lunch 
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we  went  fishing,  or  rather  I  fished  and  he  looked 
on ;  he  would  have  a  turn  next  day,  he  said. 
Only  a  week  or  two  previously  I  had  had  very 
good  sjjort  on  the  same  water,  but  on  this  occasion 
the'  millers  kept  altering  the  water.  In  the 
evening  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Andrews,  of  Guild- 
ford, came  over  to  see  us,  and  to  make  Mr. 
Blackmore's  acquaintance,  and  we  per&uaded 
him  to  have  a  try  with  his  special  fly,  a  large 
March  Brown,  which  he  fished  wet.  But  neither 
that  evening  nor  next  day  was  sport  very  good,  and 
Mr.  Blackmore  said  as  he  had  a  long  drive,  and 
felt  a  little  stiff,  he  thought  it  beat  to  start  for 
home  soon  after  lunch,  1  returning  by  train 
later. 

1  find  in  a  letter  I  wrote  to  him  on  May  7,  1884. 
I  said  I  hoped  he  felt  "none  the  worse  for  his 
outing!"  and  he  replied  that  he  was  all  right, 
but  rather  stiff,  and  had  discovered  on  getting 
home  that  one  of  the  shafts  of  the  dogcart  was 
broken  half  through  !  Fortunate  that  it  held  out 
as  it  did,  or  our  unfortunately  begun  journey 
might  have  had  a  still  more  unfortunate  ending. 

That  I  was  able  instinctively  to  spring  forward 
and  "tackle"  the  author  of  "Lorna  Doone"  in 
his  dive  head  first  from  the  front  seat  of  the  dog- 
cart I  attribute  to  constant  tackling  of  an 
opponent  when  i)laying  Rugby  football,  of  which 


splendid  game  I  was  an  enthusiastic  player  for 
nl  iny  years.  You  see  a  man  coming  out  of  the 
"  scrum  "  with  the  ball  and  must  be  on  to  him 
like  a  shot,  and  seeing  Mr.  B.  coming  out  of  the 
dogcart  I  naturally,  and  happily,  collared  him 
just  in  time.  Fortunately  the  horse  in  the  shafts 
prevented  the  cart  turning  right  over  on  to  us, 
but  it  was  doubtless  in  the  strain  on  the  shafts 
then  that  one  got  broken  half  through. 

That  is  sixteen  years  ago  and  more,  and  after 
then  Mr.  Blackmore  wrote  "  SprLnghaven  "  (one 
of  his  best  stories),  "  Kit  and  Kitty,"  "  Perly- 
cross,"  &c.  Only  about  three  weeks  ago,  when  I 
spent  a  most  delightful  afternoon  with  him,  we 
talked  over  our  Tillingbourne  excursion  again, 
and  he  was  so  bright  and  full  of  fun  and  anecdote 
that  I  hoped  and  felt  he  might  still  long  be  spared. 
Proud,  indeed,  have  I  always  been  to  have  had  his 
hearty  friendship,  and  to  know  that  I  was  once 
able  to  render  him  such  timely  assistance  as  to 
save  him  from  a  very  serious,  and  perhaps  fatal, 
accident. 

Mr.  Blackmore  was  b^rn  on  June  7,  182.5,  at 
Longworth,  in  Berkshire,  and  it  was  with  sad 
feelings,  mingled  with  delightful  memories  and 
the  knowledge  that  his  sufferings  were  over,  that 
I  saw  his  body  lowered  into  the  grave  in  Tedding- 
ton Cemetery  last  Thursday.  Powerful  in  mind 
and  body,  strong  of  will,  and  decided  in 
character,  he  was  one  of  the  kindest,  most 
considerate,  and  gentle  of  men,  a  great 
lover  of  children  and  animals,  and  a  sterling 
Englishman  to  the  backbone.  Not  long 
ago  he  wrote  to  the  "  Amateur  Angler  " 
to  say  that  on  sleepless  nights  he  read  his 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  hoped  to  find  articles 
by  the  "  A.  A.,"  so  it  will  not  be  out  of 
place  if  I  add  a  few  notes  about  him  by  his 
old  friend.  R.  B.  Marston. 


R.  D.  BLACKMORE. 
You  ask  me  to  write  something  about  my 
old  friend,  but  what  can  I  write  ?  We  were 
born  in  the  same  year,  I  on  Feb.  14  and  he 
on  June  7, 1825,  so  that  I  preceded  him  in 
coming  into  this  world  by  a  few  months, 
and  he  has  preceded  me  in  going  out  of 
it  by  a  necessarily  brief  span.    I  find  it 
difficult,  indeed,  as  yet  to  realise  that  I  shall 
never  meet  him  again,  or  receive  more  of 
those  bright  little  notes  of  his,  written 
in  the  smallest  of  small  hand,  and  invari- 
ably with  the  same  kind  of  light  blue  ink. 
Of  such  notes  I  must,  in  the  course  of 
almost  half  our  lifetime  (for  that  is  about 
the  extent  of  my  acquaintance  with  him) 
have  received  hundreds.    For  the  last  two 
or  three  years  he  had  been  more  or  less  of 
_     an  invalid,  and  for  the  last  few  weeks,  I 
grieve  to  say,   an  intense  and  constant 
sufferer  from  the  terrible  malady  which 
terminated  in  his  death,  and  so  at  last 
mercifully  released  him.    Scarcely  one  of 
those  little  notes  of  his  which  did  not 
contain  some  quaint  touch  of  humour, 
some  cheery,  odd,  and  original  expres- 
sion sufficient  to  arouse  a  smile  or  cause  a 
laugh.    Often  would  he  humorously  bewail  the 
upi  and  downs  of  a  gardener's  life.    He  liked  to 
tell  how  the  inclement  weather  nipped  his  buds  or 
destroyed  bis  fruit ;  when  his  fruit  was  abundant 
the  market  for  it  was  nil,  or  when  he  had  no  fruit 
the  market  was  good  and  prices  were  high.  But 
never,  in  the  midst  of  all  his  suffering,  was  there 
any  note  of  c  jmplaint  on  that  ground  except  by 
way  of  a  joke,  so  that  from  himself  or  his  letters 
one  would  hardly  realise  the  terrible  pain  he  was 
undergoing.    I  quote  a  characteristic  bit  fiom 
one  of  his  little  notes  written  more  than  two 
years  ago : 

"If  a  fellow  can  be  well  without  food  or 
sleep,  and  with  incessant  pain,  I  am  as  right 
as  a  trivet.  The  doctor  said  to  me  on  Monday  : 
'  If  1  had  had  half  as  much  pain  for  the 
last  six  months  as  you  have  had,  I  should 
have  been  in  a  lunatic  asylum.' " 

That  letter  was  written  Deo.  8,  1898,  and 
from  that  time  onwards  his  sufferings  increased, 
but  his  heroic  cheerfulness  did  not  diminish. 
If  I  could  but  for  a  few  minutes  inspire  the 
point  of  my  pen  with  even  a  spark  of  his 
bright  humour,  I  should  like  to  paint  a 
little    picture  of   him  as   I  once  found  him 


January  27,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


53 


on  a  lovely  aufcumn  day  playing  on  his  lawn 
with  half  a  dozen  of  my  little  grandchildren. 
Two  of  the  smallest  of  them  he  had  mounted 
on  a  pretty  pony,  and  was  leading  them  glee- 
fully about  the  grounds.  Then  he  would  trot 
about  with  them  round  the  garden,  and  he 
Beamed  as  happy  as  they.  It  was  a  time  of 
roses  and  the  promise  of  a  heavy  weight  of 
fruit  on  the  apple  and  pear  trees,  and  the 
vineries  were  in  grand  order,  for  the  culture  of 
the  grape  vine  was  one  of  his  special  hobbies. 
It  was  a  pleasant  time  made  still  more  pleasant 
by  the  genial  cordiality  of  his  two  nieces.  There 
was  an  entire  absence  of  all  ostentation  or  pre- 
tentious show,  all  was  as  simple  as  it  was  kind 
and  genuine,  and  the  youngsters  had  a  splendid 
time  of  it. 

He  was  not  quite  so  big  as  John  Ridd,  but 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  John  Ridd  in  his 
character  and  nature. 

1  I  will  just  quote  one  or  two  examples  of  the 
quaintness  of  his  humour.  Writing  to  me  once 
about  a  bitter  disappointment  as  to  the  market 
for  his  fruit,  he  added,  "  but  '  weeping  will  not 
r  warm  it,'  as  the  old  woman  said  of  her  good 
man's  corpse." 

Writing  to  me  about  the  sixpenny  edition  of 
"  Lorna  Doone,"  he  said : 

"It  would  not  surprise  me  much  if  you 
made  a  hit  with  the  sixpenny  '  L.  D.,'  such  is 
the  thick-headedness  of  the  many-headed. 
.  .  If  the  other  books,  some  of  which  are 
of  a  higher  order  than  'L.  D.,'  could  be 
made  to  go,  I  might  defy  the  few  seasons  yet 
before  me.  Vainly  do  I  look  for  pears  ;  but 
to  know  why  there  are  none  is,  or  ought  to 
be,  a  comfort." 
In  another  of  his  more  recent  letters,  dated 
last  July,  writing  about  his  fruit,  he  says : 

"  The  vile  behaviour  of  my  trees,  to  whom 
I  have  been  very  good    .    .    .    forbids  all 
goodwill,  or  faith  in  fairness.    Three  years 
now  of  grim  nakedness  drive  me  into  savage 
land,  where  the  thorny  cactus  stands — for 
pears !    By  the  ironies  of  fate  we  have  a 
glorious  time  for  fruit,  and  none  to  know  it 
or  to  feel  it." 
He  always  had,  or  seemed  to  have,  a  sort  of 
jealousy  of  "  Lorna  Doone,"  and  certainly  did  not 
regard  it  with  as  much  complacency  as  its  pre- 
eminent success  would  have  led  one  to  expect. 
As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  gather  from  his 
conversation,  I  think  he  looked  upon  "  Spring- 
haven  "    as    his    masterpiece,    a    work  which 
contains  a  very  graphic  and  picturesque  account 
of  Napoleon's  proposed  Invasion  of  England, 
with  Nelson  for  one  of  the  heroes. 

E.  Marston. 


THE  SCOTCH  SALMON  ANGLING 
SEASON. 


In  the  course  of  another  two  short  weeks  the 
bulk  of  Scotch  waters  will  again  be  thrown  open 
to  the  salmon  anglers.  Already  the  Tay  and  Loch 
Tay  and  its  system,  all  except  the  Earn,  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  early  spring  angler,  and,  bar  the 
weather,  yielding  fairly  good  results.  The  Helms- 
dale and  some  far  north  streams  have  also  been 
open  since  the  12th  inst.,  but  as  far  as  the  early 
spring  angler  is  concerned  little  effort  is  now 
made  in  these  parts  in  the  dead  of  winter  unless 
the  weather  be  all  the  more  open  and  the  prospects 
of  fish  a  dead  certainty.  On  Feb.  11  some  eighty 
odd  salmon  rivers  and  streams  will  be  free  to  the 
early  spring  angler,  and  only  a  few  late  ones 
remain  closed  for  another  three  weeks  or  so,  when 
the  last  will  then  open. 

Up  till  the  opening  day  the  prospects  on  the 
Tay  were  of  the  brightest,  but  a  passing  snow- 
storm, which  raged  for  some  days  in  the  central 
highlands  of  Perthshire,  brought  away  the  river 
some  3ft.  or  4ft.,  when  most  of  the  favourite  early 
pools  were  entirely  out  of  ply  till  the  middle  of 
the  week.  However,  the  certainty  of  a  good  head 
of  fresh-run  fish  being  well  forward  has  been 
proved,  and  anglers  are  in  confident  anticipation 
of  a  good  spring  season  when  once  the  weather 
gets  more  settled  and  the  streams  into  better 
condition. 

The  prospects  on  the  Dee,  Spey,  and  kindred 
streams,  with  an  early  run  of  spring  fish,  are 
erxceptionally  bright.    The  winter  all  through  has 


been  a  comparatively  open  one,  and  since  the 
second  week  of  the  New  Tear  a  fine  volume  of 
drawing  waters  has  been  steadily  maintained. 

The  past  spawning  season  was  one  of  the  best 
experienced  during  the  past  few  years  as  far  as 
the  weather  conditions  were  concerned.  This 
was  a  common  experience  all  over,  and  not  con- 
fined to  any  particular  district  or  solitary  stream. 
Reports  from  the  Tay,  Dee,  and  Spey  all  agree  as 
to  the  redds  having  been  well  covered,  and 
especially  so  on  the  upper  reaches  and  on  many 
of  the  side  streams,  where  fish  were  quite  plentiful 
before  the  season  was  far  spent,  although  from 
the  long  spell  of  summer  and  autumn  drought 
fish  were  somewhat  late  in  getting  up  compared 
with  what  they  are  in  a  normal  season ;  but  since 
November  there  has  hardly  been  a  break  in  the 
flow  of  water,  and  what  spates  have  been  experi- 
enced, on  the  other  hand,  have  been  more  helpful 
than  otherwise. 

On  the  Dee  the  show  of  gravid  fish  has  been 
quite  unprecedented  on  its  upper  feeders,  while 
the  Feugh  and  many  of  the  lower  tributaries  were 
never  so  crowded,  every  available  redd  being 
covered,  in  many  cases  several  times  in  succession. 

The  January  floods  are  looked  to  for  assisting 
the  migratory  kelts,  and  to  bring  away  an  early  run 
of  spring  fish.  When  January  is  a  close  month, 
through  storm  or  drought,  the  opening  is 
generally  a  poor  one  all  over,  as  the  bulk  of  the 
fish  are  either  confined  to  the  lower  reaches  for  the 
want  of  water,  or  remain  at  sea  on  account  of  the 
low  temperature  of  the  river.  On  the  other  hand, 
an  open  January,  and  especially  during  the 
second  or  third  weeks,  and  fish  run  freely  and  are 
found  well  into  the  main  streams  when  the  season 
swings  round.  The  past  three  weeks  have  been 
exceptionally  favourable  in  this  respect,  and  not 
for  many  years  back  have  the  auspices  been  so- 
uniformally  on  the  side  of  the  early  spring  angler 
as  they  are  at  present.  Nor  is  this  all.  The  otter 
and  the  poacher  have  both  been  proving  the 
presence  of  fresh  run  fish  in  the  mid-reaches  of 
the  Dee,  after  their  respective  methods,  and  in 
both  cases  the  local  bailiffs  put  their  hands  upon 
the  discarded  spoil  of  the  former  and  the  well- 
filled  bags  of  the  latter,  almost  on  the  same 
identical  spot,  one  day  last  week.  Of  course,  the 
complexion  of  matters  may  be  suddenly  changed 
in  a  single  night,  but  bar  any  break  down 
in  the  weather,  the  advent  of  severe  frosts  or 
fresh  snowstorms,  and  the  conjunction  of  so  many 
favouring  conditions  which  have  prevailed  since 
the  advent  of  the  New  Tear,  and  the  coming 
season  cannot  but  be  prolific  of  good  sport  to  the 
early  salmon  angler. 

The  season  has  also  been  highly  favourable  for 
the  early  migration  of  spent  fish.  These  have 
been  descending  into  the  nether  waters  of  the 
Tay,  Dee,  and  Spey  since  the  middle  of  December, 
and  as  early  as  the  1st  of  that  month  were  got  in 
considerable  numbers  by  the  fishery  ofiicers  when 
looking  for  gravid  fish  for  hatchery  purposes.  In 
an  open  season  like  the  present  the  "  kelt "  will 
be  conspicuous  by  its  absence  compared  with 
what  they  are  in  an  icebound  water,  when  of 
every  half  dozen  fish  four  at  least  are  spent  fish, 
and  "  kelt  sport"  reigns  supreme.  Another  advan- 
tage in  the  early  migration  of  the  kelt  is  its  early 
return  as  the  later  spring  fish,  and  in  this  respect 
the  present  series  of  semi-spates  and  otherwise 
high  waters  have  been  most  helpful. 

The  spring  finnock  and  sea  trout  are  not  so 
prolific  as  those  of  the  autumn  migration,  but 
they  are  more  perfect,  and  in  an  open  winter  the 
finnock  are  usually  found  in  better  condition  than 
when  they  are  otherwise  hindered  from  hunting 
up  and  down  the  tidals,  where  abundance  of  food 
soon  brings  them  into  plump  form  and  silvery 
tone.  In  the  early  days  of  the  season  they  are 
usuually  a  very  mixed  lot,  "  kelts  "  and  clean  fish 
being  about  equal,  but  the  "  kelt "  soon  disappears, 
i.e.,  changes,  when  there  is  abundance  of  feeding, 
or  runs  out  to  sea  for  a  short  time  for  the  same 
object,  and  rapidly  puts  on  fat.  It  is  this 
hanging  about  the  tidal  waters  in  an  open  season 
which  has  led  certain  anglers  to  assert  a  separate 
species  for-the  whitling  or  finnock,  and  to  claim 
it  as  a  tidal  trout,  with  some  show  of  authority, 
so  much  so,  that  they  have  no  small  following  on 
their  side,  and  the  problem  what  is  a  finnock  ? 
has  become  a  hardy  annual  in  certain  districts. 

Unlike  the  salmon,  the  finnock  can  easily  be 
spotted  disporting  itself  in  the  tidal  with  all  the 
vigour  of  returning  strength,  and,  although  quite 


early  as  yet  for  their  presence  to  be  detected  in 
anything  like  reliable  numbers,  yet  there  is  ample 
evidence  of  a  fairly  good  run  being  forward  on 
the  Dee  and  Don.  On  the  Tay  waters  finnock 
and  sea  trout  were  got  freely  to  the  fly  last  week, 
and  of  ver^  satisfactory  sizes  and  good  condition, 
so  that  m  all  likelihood  the  coming  season 
promises  well  on  those  waters  which  depend  for 
their  reputation  mainly  on  finnock  and  sea  trout 
sport. 

Artificial  propagation  is  now  the  order  of  the 
day  on  every  salmon  stream  worthy  of  the  name. 
New  hatcheries  have  recently  been  erected  by  the 
Kyle  of  Sutherland  Board,  the  Tthan  District 
Board,  and  other  public  bodies,  in  addition  to 
several  private  establishments,  either  new  or 
remodelled.  Many  of  these  will  ultimately 
accommodate  both  sea  trout  and  salmon  ova ; 
but  meantime,  and  as  an  earnest  of  the  strong 
effort  to  maintain  the  stock  of  salmon  in  our 
rivers  and  streams,  the  boxes  have  been  in  the 
first  place  filled  with  what  salmon  ova  could  be 
obtained  before  the  November  floods  came  away. 
In  many  cases  these  are  only  half  full,  and,  spite  of 
all  efforts  to  the  contrary,  it  was  quite  impossible 
to  complete  the  complements  in  scarcely  a  single 
hatchery  until  the  season  was  too  far  spent  to 
obtain  ripe  fish,  on  account  of  the  floods.  How- 
ever, what  eggs  were  obtained  have  been  pro- 
gressing very  favourably,  the  temperature  being 
fairly  uniform,  and  a  good  hatch-out  is  confidently 
anticipated  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 

It  is  highly  gratifying  to  see  the  continued  and 
increasing  efforts  which  are  now  being  made  by 
artificial  propagation  to  redeem  in  a  measure  the 
deficiency  in  our  salmon  supply.  It  may  not  by 
any  means  be  a  perfect  cure  for  deterioration, 
but  it  is  better  than  nothing,  and  is  the  only 
means  of  adding  to  the  stock  of  brood  fish  in  the 
river  without  interfering  with  vested  rights,  and 
at  comparatively  slight  outlay.  But  what  is 
being  done  all  over  is  merely  a  drop  in  the 
bucket.  The  very  best  efforts  are  only  a  shadow 
of  what  should  be  done;  and  not  till  every 
angling  proprietor  does  his  own  individual  share 
in  stocking,  according  to  his  extent  of  water,  in 
addition  to  what  district  boards  may  do,  will 
artificial  propagation  have  a  fair  chance.  Universal 
propagation  can  only  have  any  lasting  and  real 
benefit,  and  the  reward  in  rivers  and  streams 
swarming  with  life  and  sport  is  surely  worth  the 
united  effort. 

The  question  is  quite  pertinent,  and  sometimes 
asked,  What  evidence  can  be  brought  forward  to 
show  that  artificial  propagation  is  a  successful  and 
paying  concern  ?  Has  it  accomplished  aU  that  has 
been  claimed  for  it  ?  Reviewing  in  our  mind's  eye 
what  we  have  seen  and  what  facts  have  come 
under  our  own  observation  during  the  past  quarter 
of  a  century,  we  would  be  inclined  to  sum  up  our 
answers  in  the  afiirmative.  Perhaps  something 
better  might  be  substituted,  but  meantime  it  has 
not  been  put  into  operation,  and  till  that  happy 
period  arrives  when  the  netsman  will  be  under 
the  heel  of  the  angler,  we  must  accept  the  best 
substitute  man  can  devise.  Better  a  small  fish 
than  an  empty  dish ;  better  a  half  loaf  than  no 
bread  at  all.  On  such  principles  we  accept  arti- 
ficial propagation  as  a  means  of  maintaining  our 
salmon  and  trout  supplies,  and  would  hasten  the 
day  when  every  rill  and  stream  would  annually 
carry  its  quota  of  artificially  hatched  out  alevins, 
both  of  salmon  and  trout,  as  the  case  might  be. 

Inquiries  have  been  made  as  to  the  current 
rentals  of  salmon  waters,  and  as  to  the  demand 
for  salmon  fisheries  on  some  of  the  best  salmon 
streams.  In  view  of  five  bad  years  in  succession 
it  was  only  to  be  anticipated  that  there  would  be 
a  slackening,  and  this  is  quite  perceptible  on 
those  far  inland  casts  and  on  uncertain  reaches, 
but  not  otherwise.  On  any  good  salmon  water  in 
the  market  thei'e  has  been  an  advance,  and  in  all 
other  cases  last  year's  rents  have  been  freely 
offered.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  the  same 
rush  for  rods  on  the  lower  Dee,  however,  and  this 
is  the  first  time  for  a  dozen  years  back  that  there 
has  been  any  anxiety  among  agents  to  get  the 
waters  off  their  hands.  The  war  may  have  some- 
thing to  do  with  it,  as  with  everything  else,  but  it 
will  be  a  good  thing  if  a  wholesome  check  be 
given  to  the  unscrupulous  demands  of  factors 
and  agents  in  palming  off  any  bit  of  water  at  a 
fabulous  sum  which  is  not  worth  a  single  brass 
farthing.  It  is  high  time  the  wheat  was  separated 
from  the  chaff.  G.  M. 
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MY  37|lb.  ENGLISH  KILLED  PIKE. 

During  the  last  four  years  since  I  have  come 
to  London,  and  argling  men  who  have  come  to 
my  house  in  Kensington  to  smoke  and,  as  we  say 
"  out  West,"  to  "  chew  the  rag,"  a  better  expres- 
sion I  am  sure  for  brother  anglers  than  "  swap 
hes,"  I  have  had  many  compliments  as  to  my  big 
pike  which  occupies  the  post  of  honour  over  my 
sideboard  in  the  dining  room,  flanked  by  an  18in. 
tusker  (a  Spitzbergen  walrus)  on  one  side,  and  the 
bleached  skull  of  a  Polar  bear,  the  death  of  whom 
practically  savei  my  life  when  I  shot  him,  when 
myself  and  two  companions  were  left  lost  and 
deserted,  and  more  than  half  starved,  by  the  loss 
in  the  ice  of  our  walrus  boat  in  Spitzbergen  in  one 
of  my  several  arctic  trips. 

But  to  the  fish.  In  the  spring  of  1882  I  was 
one  of  my  late  uncle's  annual  fishing  party  of  five 

to  Sir    private  lake  in  Warwickshire, 

where  we  were  allowed  one  day  a  year,  and, 
except  the  old  baronet's  son,  the  only  persons  who 
were  ever  allowed  to  dip  a  line  in  his  water  where 
the  big  pike  were.  These  fish  were  his  great 
pride,  and  no  fish  under  61b.  was  allowed  to  be 
retained,  which  will  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the 
size  of  the  fish  in  these  two  enormous  pools, 
together  over  a  mile  and  a  quarter  long  and  many 
hundred  yards  across.  Before  I  continue  I  wish 
my  readers  to  understand  this  is  no  fishing  yarn, 
but  a  true  story,  and  one  I  can  substantiate  in 
evei-y  detail  by  witnesses,  gentlemen  and  service 
men  whose  integrity  could  not  for  a  moment  be 
doubted. 

It  was  an  ideal  day  at  the  beginning  of  March, 
and  cold,  and  I  remember  we  started  (at  5  a.m.,  and 
it  was  dark  and  cold),  after  a  hurried  breakfast,  in 
my  father's  wagonette  and  pair  for  our  twenty- 
t  wo  miles'  drive  to  the  park.  My  father  I  remember 
well,  for  he  was  a  keen  old  sportsman  and  as  good 
a  one  as  ever  shot  a  stag  in  the  glacier  girt  fields 
of  the  Yottenhiem  or  threw  a  bait  for  a  big  jack 
in  Merrie  England,  and  was  as  much  at  home  at 
the  one  as  the  other  sport.  How  he  amused  us  all 
along  the  road  with  the  history  of  how  he  had 
spent  the  last  two  days  getting  our  baits  with  an 
old  ex-poacher  (our  then  local  professional  fisher- 
man), Joe  CoUinson,  a  well-known  old  'Varsity 
"pug,"  who  had  been  up  teaching  the  "young 
gents "  in  his  day  the  "  noble  art,"  and  many 
funny  tales  of  these  old  days  and  of  the  fancy  the 
old  man  spun  us  en  route. 

When  we  arrived  and  had  gone  through  the 
ordeal  of  breakfast  with  our  host,  the  genial  old 
baronet  (we,  forgive  us,  thought  it  an  ordeal,  as 
we  were  so  keen  to  be  at  his  big  fish),  at  last,  with 
two  keepers  in  attendance,  we  got  to  work.  I  well 
remember  (I  was  then  just  sixteen,  and,  I  may 
boast,  no  novice  at  jack  fishing)  seeing  my  governor 
put  up  an  old  17ft.  Castleconnell  first,  which  he 
used  as  a  live  bait  rod  out  "  at  interest,"  while  he 
put  up  his  spinning  rod.  I  may  say  here  that  we 
both  used  two  rods,  a  live  bait  and  a  spinning  one, 
as  we  all  fished  from  the  bank,  no  boat  being 
allowed  on  the  lake ;  nor  was  it  required,  as  the 
water  was  deep  right  up  to  one's  feet,  and  the 
only  shallows  were  round  the  reed  beds  in  the 
centre  of  the  lake. 

I  well  remember  my  spinning  rod.  It  was  a 
light  12ft.  split  cane  salmon  minnowing  rod,  and 
I  used  my  salmon  line,  which  was  about  110yds. 
long.  Before  we  had  been  fishing  half  an  hour 
my  dad  had  a  run,  and  was  into  a  big  fish,  which 
refused  to  show  for  quite  five  minutes,  the  old 
Castleconnell  fly  rod  bending  like  a  hoop  as  the 
heavy  fish  ran  hither  and  thither,  but  the  spring 
of  the  old  Irish  pole,  which  had  played  many  a 
good  fish  in  the  Shannon's  deep,  rushing  stream, 
in  the  hands  of  the  old  Teteran,  began  to  tell,  and 
through  the  deep  water  I  can  see  him  now,  as 
he  first  showed  his  great  green  mottled  back  like 
a  small  alligator  as  he  fought  inch  by  inch,  and 
at  last,  in  my  youthful  impetuosity,  I  went  in 
knee  deep,  and,  sinking  my  gaff,  waited,  and,  as 
soon  as  dad  drew  him  near,  gaffed  him  just  behind 
his  great  gills,  and  lifted  him  out  on  the  l)ank 
curling  and  Happing  in  all  his  iridescent  beauty. 
Then  a  twelve  o'<;look  lunch,  for  we  were  all 
hungry  aftfjr  the  drive  and  sport,  and  then  the 
ev«rit  of  the  day  happened.  I  was  standing 
spinning  and  talking  to  my  father  and  Capt.  S., 
of  tlio  Black  Watch,  when  I  made  an  abnormally 
long  cast  for  nie  that  caused  my  dad  to  say,  "  That 
ought  to  get  a  big  fish,  Joe,  if  there  is  one  about," 
when  at  that  instant  \  had  a  run,  and  there  was 


nothing  timid  about  it.  Hetookmybait,  a3oz. roach, 
like  a  bulldog,  and  I  struck,  and  the  next  minute  my 
line  was  cutting  into  my  finger  and  whistling  off  my 
winch,  causing  it  to  sing  like  a  bird,  and  the  sort 
of  bird  I  love  the  music  of  best ;  may  I  hear  it 
long  and  often  is  my  best  wish.    I  was  at  first 
flabbergasted,  for  a  31b.  sea  trout  or  a  7|lb.  jack 
was  my  biggest  fish  up  to  this.    So  my  uncle,' 
who  had  just  come  up,  seeing  that  I  was  into  a 
whopper,  advised  my  father  to  take  the  rod ;  but 
the  old  dad  said  "  No,  if  the  boy  has  hooked  a  big 
fish  let  him  kill  it  or  lose  it,  if  he  is  to  learn  to  fish 
for  himself,  there  is  no  better  time  than  now  ;  I 
won't  touch  it.    Now,  you  fellows,  stand  still; 
don't  all  talk  and  give  advice  at  once,  and  make 
him  nervous  ;  I  will  just  give  him  any  if  he  needs 
it " ;  and  so  they  stood  back,  and  dad  stood  next 
me,  and  I  fought  the  leviathan.    He  ran  me  out 
three  times  to  within  5yds.  or  lOyds.   of  the 
100yds.  of  my  salmon  line  I  had  on  ;  but  by  the 
judicious    use    of   the    butt,    the    12ft.  cane 
triumphed  each  time,  and  he  was  reeled  up — but 
only  for  another  rush ;  but  by  now  I  had  got  back 
my  nerve  and  calmness,  and  was  as  steady  as  a 
rock,  and  my  dad  assured  me  that  1  had  him  firm 
hooked,  and  nothing  but  bad  fishing  or  luck 
should  now  lose  me  my  prize.    So  I  toiled  on,  my 
toil  of  pleasure,  for  I  tingled  all  over  with  sup- 
pressed excitement,  and  a  thousand  ideas  as  to 
his  size,  and  what  he  was  like  (Oh !  those  chickens 
— this  time,  thank  Heaven,  successfully  hatched). 
At  last,  after  thirty  minutes — for,  remember, 
it    was    a   light    cane  split  rod — I   got  him 
in  sight,  and  I  was  almost  frightened !  I  expected 
a  20-pounder,  and  here  they  all  said  was  a  40- 
pounder,  long  and  thick  and  mottled  like  a 
leopard,  with  his  ivory  belly  showing ;  and  what 
a  head  and  eye !     Could  I  ever  land  him  P  I 
feared  then  it  was  to  be  only  a  memory,  and  I 
should  lose  him  at  the  last,  and  got  nervous ;  but 
a  word  from  dad  steadied  me,  and  at  last  Capt. 
S.  got  in  the  water  up  to  his  knees,  and,  with 
his  telescope  gaff,  drove  its  hook  well  into  his 
shoulder.    Oh,  what  a  struggle !    A  crack,  and 
off  he  sailed,  with  the  half  gaff  shaft,  broken  off 
at  the  telescope  joint,  sticking  out  of  his  side 
like  a  harpoon  in  a  whaling  picture.    My  heart 
was  in  my  mouth.    Oh,  he  had  broken  me !    No ; 
my  line  tightened;  he  was  still  fast.  Another 
gaff  !    We  have  only  a  short  one  left.    How  can 
we  get  him  ?    For  the  first  time  in  the  fight  my 
dad  moved.     "  Bring  him   up,  Joe,"  he  said, 
quietly.    I  did  so,  and  in  he  stepped,  right  into 
the  lake,  up  to  his  waist.    I  drew  the  fish,  now 
dead  beat,  near  to  him.     Click;  in  the  right 
place  went  the  old  short  gaff,  driven  by  the 
experienced  hand  which  had  in  its  day  gaffed 
many  a  noble  salmon,   from  the  picturesque 
Namsen,  in  Norway,  to  the  ugly  Irish  rivers 
running  between  great  peat  bogs,  where  the  snipe 
and  duck  love  to  squatter  and  quack  congratula- 
tions to  the  lucky  fisherman.    Then,  before  the 
great  fish  could  give  a  kick,  he  put  both  arms 
under  it  and  flung  it,  with  a  supreme  effort,  far 
on  to  the  bank,  then  struggling  up  the  bank 
after  it.    I  fear  we  were  all  too  excited  to  help 
him.    There,  I  can  see  him  now,  dear  old  fellow, 
the  best  of  fathers  and  sportsmen,  the  water 
running  from  his  white  beard,  and  he  simply 
hugged  his  boy,  and  I  am  not  ashamed  to  own  it, 
for  he  was  proud  of  me  and  I  of  him.    But  my 
fish:  ":{7;{lb. !"  the  old  keeper  called  out  as  the 
great  steelyard  wobbled   an  instant  and  then 
stood  still.    What  a  triumph ;  how  pleased  all 
were,    and    I    never    forget    dad's  practical 
remark  after,  "  It's  lucky,  Joe,   I  gaffed  it  on 
the  same  side  as  Capt.  S.,  or  it  would  have 
spoilt   it    when   it's   set  up   in  the  case  I'll 
stand   Sam    for !     And  you  will   have  it  to 
remember  this  day,  when  you  are  an  old  man  and 
I  am  gone,  for  I  doubt  your  ever  bettering  or  even 
e(iualling  it,  in  England  at  any  rate;  though  I 
don't  doubt   that  there  are  existing  tOlb.,  and 
even  rjOlb.  pike,  it  falls  to  the  lot  of  few  to  get 
one  over  30lb.  even."    At  night  after  this  record 
day,  which  boasted  three  big  fish — 37 fib,  211b, 
and  17lb. — we  called  at  the  station  on  our  way 
home,  and  had  the  big  fish  weighed,  and  obtained 
a  certificate  of  its  weight,  signed  by  the  station- 
master,  and  witnessed  by  Capt.  S.  and  another 
gentleman,  for  me  to  gum  in  its  case,  then  and  for 
ever  to  silence  doubters  and  confirm  the  fish's  true 
weight.    Now,  to  show  what  nonsense  is  talked 
about  loss  of  weight  by  keeping  a  fish,  this  one 
illustrates  it,  for  it  only  varied  in  37'{lb.  a  matter 


of  3foz.  in  six  hours  from  the  time  the  keeper 
weighed  it  on  the  bank,  and  it  had  bled  a  certain 
amount  and  dried  lying  on  the  bank,  to  the 
time  we  again  weighed  it  at  the  station  six 
hours  after.  It  may  interest  my  readers  also  to 
know  that  I  caught  it  on  what  I  always  spin 
with,  a  large  single  triangle  on  a  fine  8ft.  gimp 
trace,  swivelled  in  four  places,  with  a  single 
torpedo  lead. 

I  was  fishing  at  the  time  with  a  3oz  roach,  for 
1  do  believe  a  big  bait  for  a  big  fish  holds  true 
with  pike,  and  if  I  am  going  where  there  are  big 
fish  I  try  to  get  some  of  the  largest  baits  I  can. 
And  to  finish  this  letter,  my  best  wish  to  my 
readers  and  myself  is  before  I  die  I  may  get,  or 
see,  a  fish  fit  to  set  up  and  form  a  pair  with  my 
boyhood's  triumph,  viz.,  my  37flb.  English  killed 
pike.  J.  R.  J. 

[We  quite  agree  with  "  J.  R.  J. "  as  to  the  loss 
of  weight  by  fish  after  being  caught  being  quite 
trifling  until  they  are  boiled ;  if  they  are  set  up 
they  gain  weight  often. — Ed.] 


"OUR  TROUT  STREAM." 


Now  you  will  please  to  understand  that  at  the 
time  I  knew  no  more  about  the  piscatorial  art 
than  did  my  wife,  but  whilst  she  is  no  wiser  now, 
I  am. 

I  was  engaged  on  my  great  work,  "  The  Theory 
of  Cocoanut  Culture  in  Great  Britain,"  and  finding 
that  the  noise  of  town  life  precluded  the  highest 
flights  of  imagination  needful  for  the  success  of 
my  theme,  I  decided  that  we  would  move  into  the 
country,  where,  far  from  organs  and  hawkers,  my 
miad  would  be  clear  and  forceful. 

Little  Charlbury  was  only  an  hour's  journey 
from  town,  and  The  Dovecote  was  a  charming 
little  cottage,  therefore  we  entered  into  possession 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  occupied  ourselves  for 
the  first  week  by  discovering  the  hidden  charms 
we  had  previously  missed. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  half -acre  garden  ran  a 
little  stream — too  small  to  be  called  a  river,  too 
large  for  a  brook — and  along  its  steep  banks  grew 
pollard  willows  in  rich  profusion.  On  the  bank 
we  sat  in  the  evening  twilight,  I  smoking,  whilst 
Lucia  knitted  and  worried  me  about  purchasing 
a  boat. 

'•  Do !  there's  a  dear  thing,  and  we  can  drift 
along  in  the  way  you  always  read  that  people  do 
in  novels ! " 

But  I  put  my  foot  down  firmly,  and  we  con- 
tinued to  sit  on  the  bank. 

One  evening  whilst  thus  occupied  Lucia  was 
struck  with  an  idea.  This  was  a  rare  occasion, 
and  I  wondered. 

Said  she,  "  You  are  a  landowner  now,  are  you 
not,  John ! " 

"  I  am,"  I  proudly  replied. 

"  Then  why  not  live  up  to  your  title  and  provide 
amusement  for  a  few  visitors  ?  " 

"  In  what  way,  Lucia  ?  Do  I  not  read  selec- 
tions from  my  great  work,  "The  Theory  of 
Cocoa  ?  " 

"  Yes,  yes,  John,"  she  broke  in,  '  you  are  a  dear 
old  soul,  but  why  not  make  our  dear  little  river 
a  salmon  stream  like  all  other  landowners  do? 
Only  think,  John,  salmon  all  the  year  round,  and 
you  know  how  fond  of  it  you  are  !  " 

I  liked  the  idea,  for  I  like  salmon,  but  I  knew 
sufficient  to  show  Lucia  the  drawbacks  to  her 
proposition.  "  But,"  said  I,  encouragingly,  "  there 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  possess  a  very 
fine  trout  stream.  I  will  write  to  a  hatchery  and 
procure  some  trout  fry  " 

"  No,  John,  get  some  live  ones." 

"  Trout  fry,  my  dear,  are  not  fried  trout,  but 
the  young  fish.    Please  do  not  interrupt." 

"  I  beg  your  pardon,  John,  I  won't  do  it 
again." 

"  We  might  get  ova,  but  I  am  not  sure  " 

'■  Oh,  we  shall  get  over  all  right,  John  ! " 

Well,  it  was  no  good  enlightening  Lucia,  so  I 
held  my  peace,  but  I  wrote  to  a  noted  stocking 
firm  of  whom  I  had  heard.  I  explained  to  them 
the  circumstances,  and  they  sent  200  fish  and  the 
bill.  The  former  were  not  much  to  look  at,  but  I 
absolutely  glared  on  the  latter,  and  sent  it  along  to 
my  friend  Flyte,  who  told  me  it  was  reasonable, 
and  that  I  should  do  well  to  ask  him  down  in  ten 
years'  time ;  he  also  said  that  I  was  a  benefactor 
to  future  generations,  so  I  paid  the  bill. 

Lucia  had  found  it  difficult  to  count  the  fish  in 
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the  cans,  so  she  had  gone  to  the  trouble  of  taking 
them  out  and  doing  so,  and  this  probably 
accounted  for  the  fact  that  after  the  operation 
there  were  only  loO — alive. 

"Are  all  fish  as  tender  as  these  poor  little 
things  "  she  asked  plaintively  as  we  carried  them 
down  the  garden  path. 

"I  believe  so,"  I  answered,  as  I  emptied  my  can 
into  the  water  and  watched  the  troutlets  glide 
away. 

"  What  a  pity,"  said  Lucia,  as  she  dropped  her 
can  in  altogether.  "  There,  now,  I  forgot  to  open 
it,  J ohn  I    Can  you  see  it  on  the  bottom  ?  " 

I  could  not,  so  Lucia  wentindoors  for  my  glasses. 
The  water  was  deep,  and  although  we  prodded 
around  with  a  garden  rake  I  could  not  find  the 
can.  "  However,"  I  remarked, "  the  fish  are  in  the 
water,  so  they  cannot  come  to  any  harm." 

"  Especially  as  nothing  can  hurt  them  whilst 
they  are  in  the  tin,"  exclaimed  my  wife  exultingly. 

So  we  left  our  preserve  with  easy  minds,  which 
hardly  noticed  a  strange  soiand  emanating  from  a 
clump  of  hazels  on  the  opposite  bank.  It  was 
not  a  laugh  nor  a  ci-y,  but  the  sort  of  sound  a  boy 
would  make  if,  when  bursting  into  hilarious 
merriment,  another  boy  clapped  his  hand  over  the 
jocund  mouth ;  but,  as  I  said,  we  hardly  gave  it  a 
thought. 

The  next  morning  my  literary  labours  kept  me 
indoors,  and  as  usual  I  had  given  strict  orders  on 
no  account  to  be  disturbed.  I  heard  Lucia  knock 
once,  but  I  fear  I  took  no  notice ;  at  all  events  it 
was  only  one  knock,  unrepeated. 

At  the  luncheon  hour  I  emerged  joyful,  and 
saw  by  my  wife's  smiling  face  that  something  had 
happened  beyond  the  usual  run  of  things. 

"  Well,  my  dear  'i  " 

"  Oh,  John !  A  little  boy  from  the  village 
brought  me  iucli  a  beautiful  lot  of  trout,  and  so 
cheap,  and  I  bought  them  at  once,  for  it  was 
a  chance  that  I  could  not  miss.  Then  I  sent 
him  down  the  gai-den  to  get  out  our  other 
can,  the  one  I  dropped,  but  the  fish  had  got  out 
through  the  holes  in  the  top." 

"  What  did  you  give  this  obliging  little  boy, 
Lucia " 

"  Two  and  sixpence ;  and  he  is  going  to  catch 
me  a  hundred  more,  better  coloured,  at  the  same 
price." 

"  Splendid.   Where  does  he  catch  them  ?  " 

"  In  a  pond  three  miles  away,  dear,  where  he 
has  permission  from  his  master — a  farmer." 

W  e  awaited  his  advent  the  next  morning,  eagerly 
•discussing  the  time  that  ought  to  elapse  before 
we  partook  of  our  own  trout,  and  when  Lucia  ran 
out  to  the  gate  for  the  twentieth  time  she  descried 
the  boy  in  the  distance  followed  by  other  boys — 
quite  a  procession  in  fact — and  each  and  every 
one  of  them  had  a  receptacle  of  some  kind — jugs, 
bottles,  meat  cans,  fruit  cans,  broken  jam  jars, 
one  little  fellow  bringing  up  the  rear  and  an  old 
teapot  without  a  spout. 

I  went  out  to  intei-view  the  deputation,  and  as 
a  result  our  lawn  was  speedily  transformed  into  a 
trout  market,  where  twenty-three  little  boys,  all 
very  dirty,  haggled  over  their  goods.  I  found 
that  my  wife  was  better  adapted  to  bargaining 
than  was  I,  so  I  left  the  work  to  her,  and  simply 
stroUed  around,  pipe  in  mouth,  examining  the 
wares. 

They  were  very  handsome  little  fish,  some 
having  prickles  on  their  sides  and  backs.  "  John, 
exclaimed  my  wife,  "these  are  bull  trouts.  I 
asked  this  little  boy,  and  he  said  they  were." 

"  How  does  he  know,  my  love 't " 

"  Well,  just  look  at  their  dear  little  horns," 
she  replied.  So  I  accepted  the  little  boy's  offer 
of  ten  a  penny,  with  two  dead  ones  in,  and 
purchased  his  whole  stock.  Altogether  we  spent 
88.  Oid.,  and  received  in  return  a  foot-bath  full  of 
darting  fish  ;  these  we  speedily  conveyed  to  the 
fitream,  and  after  scooping  out  the  dead  threw 
the  others  into  their  new  home,  where  protection 
was  to  surround  them,  and  they  were  to  enjoy  at 
least  some  amount  of  peace. 

So  elated  was  I  with  our  bargains  that  I 
inclosed  the  dead  ones  in  a  small  box,  and  sent 
them  to  my  old  friend  Flyte,  with  a  note  asking 
bim  for  his  opinion  on  our  stock.  I  received  his 
reply  on  the  following  evening  -. 

"Dear  Jack, — Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  that 
the  '  Blank  Trout  Breeding  Company '  sent  you 
these  sticklebacks  for  bull  trout  ?  Do  you  really 
mean  that  yon  paid  the  specified  price  for  a 
miserable  lot  of  tiddlers  such  as  any  ploughboy 


can  pull  out  of  a  roadside  pond  with  a  worm  on  a 
piece  of  cotton  by  the  hundred  ?  If  so,  the  world 
is  going  mad  faster  than  I  thought. 

"  I  hear  also  that  what  you  proudly  call  a 
'  river '  is  merely  a  river  '  bed  '  during  the  summer 
months,  without  enough  water  to  moisten  a  gnat's 
proboscis. — Yours  faithfully,     "  Tom  Flttb." 
*  #          *  *  * 

The  arguments  which  go  to  making  Chapter 
XVII.  of  my  great  work,  "  The  Theory  of  Cocoa- 
nut  Culture  in  Great  Britain,"  are  condemned  as 
weak  and  unworthy  of  my  pen.  Know  then, 
reader,  that  at  the  time  it  was  written  I  was 
unable  to  give  my  whole  attention  to  my  literary 
labours ;  Flyte,  with  his  straight  hitting  remarks, 
upset  my  balance.  Krypto.s. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  YARMOUTH. 


Mr.  John  Handlet,  one  of  the  most  experi- 
enced fishermen  in  the  Society  of  British  Sea 
Anglers,  kindly  read  a  paper  on  his  experiences 
of  sea  fishing  at  Yarmouth  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Jan.  17,  from  which  he  has  allowed  us  to  take 
several  extracts. 

After  describing  his  "  diffidence  "  and  incom- 
petence to  accede  to  the  request  of  several  of  his 
brother  members,  as  he  was  "  not  quite  sure  of 
doing  it  justice,"  &c.,  he  set  to  work  to  write  some 
of  his  personal  experiences. 

Continuing,  he  said,  Mr.  Chairman  and  brother 
members. — With  respect  to  Yarmouth,  this  society 
has  unfortunately,  I  think,  no  accredited  agent 
in  that  headquarters  of  the  fishing  industry ;  yet 
it  is  undoubtedly  having  a  marked  influence  on 
individual  members  of  the  craft,  both  amateur 
and  professional.  A  few  years  ago  there  was  no 
rod  fishing  at  all,  and  the  ca.st  lines  were  generally 
of  the  heaviest  character ;  now  (and  I  may  say  I 
was  one  of  the  first  to  use  a  rod  on  Britannia  Pier) 
the  rod  is  in  general  use,  and  only  a  few  resort  to 
the  cast-line  in  heavy  weather.  AH  kinds  of  leads 
are  in  use ;  the  paternoster  is  a  general  favourite, 
and  the  best  hooks  are  in  constant  requisition. 

The  Britannia  Pier,  from  which  most  of  my 
fishing  has  beeij  done,  is  a  wooden  structure 
opened  in  1858,  and  was  then  750ft.  long,  but  has 
been  shortened  by  about  50ft.  by  having  two 
vessels  driven  through  it.  It  is  well  provided  with 
seats  on  the  fishing  platforms ;  indeed,  the  plat- 
forms have  in  recent  years  been  extended  in- 
shore on  both  sides,  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  one  side  or  the  other  is  almost  always 
sheltered,  and  there  is  generally  a  difference  of  at 
least  20  degrees  in  the  temperature,  so  that  while  on 
the  flood  you  may  require  arctic  clothing,  on  the 
ebb  you  can  dispense  with  your  overcoat,  or  vice 
versa.  A  new  pier  is  contemplated  on  the  same 
site.  Personally,  I  trust  it  will  be  many  years 
before  that  becomes  an  accomplished  fact,  for 
although  I  am  by  no  means  a  kid-glove  fisherman, 
the  iron  piers  and  open  gratings  of  the  present  are 
an  awful  experience  in  a  nor'-easter. 

Of  late  years  the  shore  fishing  has  very  much 
deteriorated.  A  few  years  ago  it  was  an  interest- 
ing sight  to  see  a  row  of  lanterns  on  the  beach, 
extending,  at  various  distances,  for  miles,  but 
especially  thick  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  the  world-famed  "  jetty." 

As  a  great  many  of  you  are  aware,  previous  to 
the  building  of  the  very  commodious  fish  wharf,  all 
fish  landed  was  ferried  from  the  smacks  to  the 
beach,  the  waste  and  offal  being  thrown  overboard, 
and  thus  a  constant  supply  of  ground-bait  was 
provided.  Yast  numbers  of  codling  were  generally 
on  the  feed,  and  the  fisherman,  armed  with  casting 
pole,  a  line  of  about  60yds.,  and  his  lantern,  had  a 
good  time  of  it.  Long  after  this  system  of  landing 
the  fish  had  ceased,  a  large  quantity  of  cod  was 
caught,  but  it  is  now  some  time  since  I  have 
observed  with  any  frequency  the  number  of  shore 
anglers  there  used  to  be ;  but  it  is  only  about  a  year 
since — one  day  at  dinner  the  friend  I  was  with 
was  repining  that  he  had  to  return  to  town 
that  night  without  the  accustomed  fish — that  I  had 
my  last  turn  at  beach  casting,  and  lest  a  failure 
should  follow  my  effort  I  said  nothing  indoors  as 
to  my  movements,  but  sallying  forth  with  about 
half  a  dozen  lugs,  my  short  pole  and  line  to  the 
point  opposite  what  I  may  term  my  tower  mark, 
I  had  the  gratification  of  landing  a  fish  at  each  of 
the  three  casts  I  made — two  whiting  and  one 
codling  of  ■'Ah.  Thus  my  friend  had  his  fish,  and 
I  returned  for  my  after-dinner  nap. 


Many  fishermen  at  Yarmouth  are  surprised  that 
they  are  not  taken  out  further  when  boat  fishing, 
but  the  fact  is  that  when  fish  are  about  they  are 
well  inshore,  and  that  may,  perhaps,  be  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  the  bar  at  the  entrance  to  the 
harbour  is  continuous  for  a  considerable  distance 
in  a  northerly  direction,  and  as  the  tide  runs  due 
north  and  south,  anything  from  the  river  flows  in 
the  limited  space  between  the  beach  and  that  bar 
of  sand ;  thus,  whatever  there  may  be  in  the  form 
of  fish  food  ebbs  and  flows  in  a  limited  area.  The 
cod  lines  are  invariably  laid  in  this  position,  and 
if  you  go  out  you  will  find  it  difficult  to  get  your 
boatman  to  take  you  anywhere  else.  The  best 
marks  that  I  have  made  myself  acquainted  with 
are — one  not  far  from  the  Britannia  Pier,  about 
200yds.  from  the  beach,  and  getting  in  line  from 
west  to  east  Lacon's  Brewery  and  the  Silk  Mill 
shafts ;  the  other,  and  to  the  extreme  south,  still 
about  the  same  distance  from  the  beach.  Get  a  line 
of  sight  from  Gorleston  Church  to  St.  Nicholas 
Lightship.  If  you  do  not  get  fish  in  either  of  these 
positions  you  may  be  quite  sure  there  are  no  fish 
about,  and  you  will  need  to  have  a  change  of 
wind  and  weather  before  you  get  any. 

I  have  had  many  and  varied  experiences  on  the 
dear  old  "  Britannia  Pier."  My  blankest  of  blank 
days  was  when,  after  toiling  many  hours,  my 
catch  amounted  to  one  child's  spade  and  the  lid 
of  a  coffee  pot.  On  another  occasion,  my 
heaviest  fish  was  a  I61b.  cod.  While  I  think  you 
will,  most  of  you,  remember  that  in  the  autumn 
of  last  year  I  communicated  to  a  member  of  your 
committee  a  catch  of  three  codling,  weighing 
241b. ;  these,  I  assure  you,  were  all  taken  in 
successive  casts,  and  in  company  with  the  largest 
fish  of  101b.  was  a  whiting  of  1Mb.,  all  weighed  as 
I  left  the  pier  for  lunch,  and,  I  need  not  add,  duly 
chronicled.  One  of  my  most  interesting  catches 
is  before  you,  and  was  taken  after  a  very  heavy 
gale  while  using  a  paternoster,  and  time  after 
time  I  had  a  bite  without  result,  but  at  last,  on 
winding  up,  I  found  I  had  hooked  a  guillemot 
— the  novelty  was  too  much  for  my  sportsman- 
ship, and  I  retained  my  captive.  The  following 
September,  while  pursuing  my  gentle  calling,  a 
similar  bird  was  noticed  by  many,  and  I  quickly 
disconnected  my  lead,  and  while  at  least  twenty 
others  were  trying  I  was  again  successful.  So 
much  did  it  resemble  the  other  one,  that  I  could 
not  resist  the  temptation  of  retaining  him  also, 
and  although  taken  at  an  interval  of  ten  months, 
both  birds  might,  in  appearance,  have  come  from 
one  nest. 

As  an  instance  of  the  extraordinary  success  of 
the  herring  fishing  season  recently  closed,  it  has 
been  stated  that  26,450  lasts  of  fish  were  obtained 
the  previous  year's  catch  being  18,392  lasts.  A 
last  contains  13,200  fish.  The  skipper  of  one 
vessel  took  £200  as  his  share  of  the  profits,  the 
mate  £157,  seven  of  the  crew  averaged  £127  each, 
and  a  boy  of  seventeen  employed  as  cook  took 
£77  ;  and  this  for  a  season  of  nineteen  weeks 
duration.  I  ought  to  have  said  that  these  records 
refer  to  the  autumn,  or,  as  it  is  termed  there,  the 
"  October  herring  fishing."  I  had  the  good 
fortune  towards  the  end  of  the  summer  herring 
fishing  to  spend  a  night  on  a  steam  drifter,  and 
while  it  was  remarkable  to  notice  with  what 
clock-like  regularity  everything,  to  the  smallest 
detail,  is  worked  aboard,  I  can  assure  you  nothing 
gave  me  greater  gratification  than  the  manner  in 
which  that  boy  cook  of  seventeen  years  of  age 
performed  his  duties.  The  way  the  fish  were 
fried  and  served  to  us  would  take  a  deal  of 
beating,  and  I  feel  certain  that  he  fairly  earned 
his  money.  But  while  on  this  subject  I  may  add 
a  few  words  of  interest :  I  have  for  many  years 
been  a  frequent  visitor  to  Yarmouth,  but  only  on 
this  occasion  availed  myself  of  the  chance  of  "  a 
night  out."  My  looale  was  arranged  for  me,  and, 
getting  aboard  about  3.80  in  the  afternoon,  in  the 
company  of  divers  bottles,  rods,  &c.,  we  were 
soon  on  the  move,  and  I  at  once  took  the  pre- 
caution to  fortify  myself  against  attack  with 
something  out  of  a  bottle  with  something  in  it, 
that  something  being  my  usual  dose  of  bromide 
of  potassium,  and  beyond  one  other  dose  repeated 
at  midnight  I  had  no  further  requirement  in  that 
direction.  Reaching  the  fishing  ground  popularly 
known  as  "  Smith's  Knoll,"  it  was  no  small 
matter  for  the  skipper  to  choose  his  position ;  but 
that  having  been  done,  shooting  the  nets  began, 
of  course,  after  a  short  time  the  fiirst  novelty 
became  somewhat  tiring  (I  had  come  for  angling), 
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but  -when  all  were  out,  and  we  rode  at  the  nets,  I 
began  angling,  and  for  a  time  was  very  busy  with 
whiting  and  an  occasional  small  codling,  and 
wound  up,  by  taking  a  dog  of  about  81b.  that 
was  tempted  by  a  fine  whiting  I  had  hooked. 
The  lights  around  us  during  the  short  dark 
period  of  the  July  night  reminded  me  very  much 
of  Piccadilly,  and  I  certainly  felt  as  safe  as  I 
have  often  done  on  the  top  of  a  'bus  or  road  car 
in  that  locality.  I  think  only  one  little  incident 
marred  the  otherwise  very  enjoyable  time  I  had 
with  skipper  East,  and  that  was  when  he  enticed 
me  below.  Fortunately  I  refused  his  proffered 
company  in  the  dark  recesses  of  what,  I  suppose, 
was  really  his  "state  bunk,"  but  no  refusal  was 
permitted  so  far  as  the  brown  blanket  was  con- 
cerned. That  was  handed  out  to  me,  and  I 
proceeded  to  make  myself  comfortable  on  my 
plank  bed.  Unfortunately,  I  could  not  sleep, 
and  dozing  was  only  a  try  on,  as  I  had  no  sooner 
wrapped  myself  in  that  sable  mantle,  beloved 
alike  by  the  Red  Indian  and  the  brown-skinned 
Kaffir,  than  I  was  assailed  on  every  part  of  my 
exposed  anatomy  by  something  that,  while 
i-esembling  a  policy  of  pin  pricks  certainly  was 
not.  I  had  not  supped  heartily ;  I  could  not, 
therefore,  think,  in  the  words  of  the  song,  "It 
must  have  been  the  lobster."  I  had  only,  in  my 
mind's  eye,  one  idea ;  it  was  to  "tlee."  I  did.  Dis- 
carding my  tawny  covering,  I  soon  emerged  on 
deck,  and  was  free  from  my  tormentors.  Haul- 
ing in  the  nets,  followed  by  the  never-to-be- 
forgotten  fish  bi-eakfast,  and  a  speedy  and 
pleasant  run  home,  arriving  at  the  wharf  at 
7.30,  finished  that  night  out — certainly  one  of  the 
most  enjoyable  I  have  ever  spent.  While  on  the 
subject  of  the  special  industry  attaching  to 
Yarmouth,  you  will  all  remember  the  consterna- 
tion that  was  caused  by  the  announcement 
of  the  dispersal  of  the  "Short  Blue  Fleet" 
— a  number  of  smacks  sailing  from  Yarmouth. 
This  became,  to  a  great  extent,  an  accom- 
plished fact,  and  many  fishermen  from  the 
district  had  to  seek  other  quarters  from  which 
to  pursue  their  calling.  Quite  recently  a  further 
announcement  was  made  in  the  local  press 
that  the  new  year  would  probably  bring  with  it- 
brighter  prospects  for  Gorleston  as  far  as  local 
industry  is  concerned,  for  we  have  every  reason 
to  believe  that  Messrs.  Hewett  and  Company  are 
disposing  of  their  Barking  premises,  are  with- 
drawing from  Shadwell  Market,  and  will  make 
their  business  headquarters  at  Gorleston.  It  was 
stated  upon  reliable  authority  that  forty  of  the 
sailing  smacks  would  be  sent  to  sea  after 
Christmas,  provided  that  crews  were  forthcoming 
to  man  them.  Of  course,  should  this  come  about, 
outsiders  may  very  well  read  between  the  lines 
(especially  after  an  inspection  of  the  Short  Blue 
Fleet  as  laid  up  or  as  sold  to  Dutchmen)  that  this 
was  one  way  of  getting  rid  of  old  stock,  and  the 
one  event  following  so  quickly  upon  the  other 
certainly  does  not  go  to  prove  that  that  part  of 
the  ocean  is  as  depleted  of  fish  as  stated.  Indeed, 
1  was  informed  a  few  days  ago  by  an  old  Yar- 
mouth fisherman  that  no  gold  mine  has  ever  been 
discovered  that  was  so  productive  of  wealth  as 
the  fishing  grounds  frequented  by  the  Yarmouth 
smacksmen.  At  the  risk  of  being  prosy  I  cannot 
resist  the  temptation  to  repeat  a  story  only  a  few 
weeks  old :  "  A  war  correspondent  at  De  Aar  was 
returning  to  camp  one  night  when  he  was  met  by 
the  sentry's  usual  challenge,  '  Who  goes  there  ?  ' 
He  answered,  but  found  that  he  had  forgotten 
the  countersign.  Possessed  of  a  dim  idea  that  it 
had  something  to  do  with  Yarmouth,  he,  as  a 
desperate  bid,  said  '  Bloaters '  The  sentry  was 
quite  satisfied,  and  the  scene  was  closed." 

I  should  like  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  to  my 
mind  there  is  no  royal  road  to  successful  sea 
angling.  I  mean  in  this  sense,  that  the  best 
method  of  fishing,  the  best  tackle,  and  the  best 
baits  are  those  most  successful  in  the  hands  of 
each  individual.  It  is  an  old  saying  that  what  is 
"  one  man's  meat  is  another  man's  poison,"  and  so 
it  is  with  our  varied  tackle.  I  may  be  most 
successful  in  the  use  of  the  ledger,  while  my 
brother  takfis  most  fish  on  the  paternoster.  My 
line  may  he  a  "cahlelaid,"  while  he  indulges  in 
b.aidtid  wire  or  a  later  German  silver  line.  One 
thing,  however,  we  have  in  common,  and  an 
advitntige  over  our  brother  fresh -water  fisherman, 
and  that  in  we  c.m  and  do  escape  the  unkind 
remarks  of  "  the  lunatic  of  Dotty ville."  It 
\h  only  a  few  meetings  since  our  worthy  bon. 


sec.  told  the  story  (illustrated  in  Punch)  of 
the  lunatic  (suddenly  popping  his  head  over 
the  wall).  "  What  are  you  doing  there  ? " 
Brown  (says) :  "  Fishing."  Luny  :  "  Caught  any- 
thing ? "  Brown  :  "  No."  Luny  :  "  How  long 
have  you  been  there  ?  "  Bi-own :  "  Six  hours." 
Luny :  "  Come  inside."  I  am  not  able  to  throw 
this  on  the  screen,  but  the  illustration  is  framed 
and  amongst  you.  To  those  anglers  who  suffer 
from  sea  sickness  I  cannot  do  better  than  suggest 
a  constant  and  persistent  use  of  the  remedy 
recommended  by  a  great  medical  authority,  Dr.  T. 
Lauder  Brunton,  and  that  is  bromide  of  potassium 
with  soda  water.  As  you  are  aware,  he  has 
recently  been  knighted,  and  if  not  for  that  recipe 
I  am  quite  sure  he  has  deserved  his  honour.  Any- 
one who  can  prevent  or  relieve  the  hori-ors  of  mal 
de  mer  should  be  placed  on  the  highest  pinnacle 
of  fame. 


THAMES  PROFESSIONALS. 


Having  read  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  very  many 
years,  and  always  with  interest,  it  has  occurred  to 
me  that  I  have  never  seen  any  description  of 
Thames  professionals,  and  yet  there  are  hundreds 
of  readers,  particularly  those  who  fish  smaller 
rivers,  who  may  like  to  know  a  little  about  this 
subject.  There  are  also  anglers  who  occasionally 
fish  the  Thames  who  might  like  to  know  who  is 
the  best  fisherman  in  certain  localities.  It  is 
rather  a  delicate  matter  to  deal  with,  but  it  is 
very  certain  that  Thames  professionals  vary  to  a 
great  extent. 

There  are  lazy  professionals  as  well  as  active 
ones.  Whether  they  work  or  not  their  charge  is 
the  same,  lOs.  per  day.  This  may  seem  to  some 
people  rather  a  heavy  amount  on  the  top  of  a 
railway  fare,  but  really  the  charge  is  not  out  of 
the  way.  First  of  all,  a  Thames  professional  has 
acquired  great  experience  in  regard  to  his  par- 
ticular locality  of  the  river.  He  must  know  where 
all  the  trout  are,  and  what  time  they  feed.  He 
must  know  the  bream  and  barbel  holes,  and  the 
chub  swims.  Also  the  best  places  for  pike  fishing 
in  summer-time  as  well  as  winter.  He  must  also 
know  where  to  catch  dace  for  his  baits.  Then, 
every  roach  swim  must  be  known  to  him,  for  the 
probability  is  that  nine-tenths  of  his  clients  go  in 
search  of  roach.  As  the  river  varies  in  height 
and  colour  he  must  be  able  to  work  accordingly. 
He  will  not  expose  his  clients  to  an  up-river 
breeze,  for  he  knows  swims  in  another  bend  of 
the  river  where  he  can  get  sport  and  be  sheltered. 
In  chubbing  under  the  boughs  and  high  banks  he 
may  get  sport  at  certain  spots  one  day,  but  the 
following  week  the  water  has  fallen,  and  where  he 
had  sport  previously  there  would  not  be  sufficient 
water  or  stream.  He  has  his  punt  to  keep, 
ground-bait  and  baits  to  supply  for  each  day's 
fishing,  and  at  times  he  keeps  a  few  good  swims 
properly  baited.  This  often  means  going  out  at 
night  to  bait  the  swims  unseen  by  others,  who 
sometimes  are  generous  enough  to  fish  on  the 
professional's  ground-bait.  Then  rods  and  tackle 
have  to  be  supplied.  A  break  away  with  two 
fine  gut  casts  when  roaching  or  chubbing  may 
cost  the  professional  Is.  6d.  at  once,  so  everything 
is  not  all  grist  to  the  mill.  We  then  have  to 
allow  something  for  time  occupied,  and  labour. 
Punting  four  miles  down  stream  and  the  same 
distance  back,  pulling  up  and  fixing  ryepecks  at 
all  likely  swims,  plumbing,  and  ground- baiting 
(the  latter  not  pleasant  in  cold  weather)  is  not  all 
enjoyment.  Often,  too,  the  professional  meets 
the  train  by  which  his  client  is  expected.  He 
carries  impedimenta  and  luncheon  to  the  river, 
relieving  his  client  of  every  item  of  labour.  Some- 
times there  are  two  clients  to  look  after.  These 
divide  the  expense,  making  it  5s.  each.  They  are 
treated  like  gentlemen.  AH  they  have  to  do  is  to 
hook  and  play  the  fish.  The  professional  not  only 
takes  the  slimy  fish  oiT  the  hook,  but  he  actually 
baits  the  hook  !  The  Thames  professional,  there- 
fore, earns  his  money.  During  the  close  season  he 
is  often  out  of  work  for  days  and  weeks  together. 
Floods  and  winter  often  give  him  many  idle  days. 
The  "  butterfly "  angler  knows  nothing  of  the 
pleasures  of  winter  fishing;  but  the  professional 
knows  its  hardships,  and  he  generally  has  plenty 
of  straw  in  the  "  parlour  "  of  his  punt  to  keep  his 
clients'  feet  a  bit  warm. 

The  above  details  refer  to  the  working  pro- 
fessional.   The  lazy  man  stays  near  home,  fishing 


the  available  swims  in  the  locality.  He  baits  up 
a  swim,  and  if  he  cannot  get  fish  in  his  specially 
prepared  spot  he  declares  that  the  fish  are  off  the 
feed.  Then  he  suggests  as  roach  are  "  off,"  that 
the  pike  may  be  on.  This  saves  his  using  any 
more  ground-bait,  and  perhaps  a  couple  of  hours 
pass  by  whilst  the  jack  float  is  out.  The  lazy 
professional  seldom,  or  ever,  uses  the  pater- 
noster, as  that  means  a  lot  of  work  with 
the  punt.  He  declares  that  float  fishing  is 
best,  and  the  201b.  fish  caught  two  years 
ago  just  ivhere  you  are  fishing  was  caught 
by  floating.  You  may  get  a  fish  or  you  may  not. 
If  the  latter  is  the  case,  you  might  ledger  for 
chub  for  an  hour,  and  by  that  time  dusk  is  nigh, 
so  there  can  be  no  time  to  try  and  find  the  roach. 
Nothing,  in  fact,  could  be  better  than  to  go  over 
to  the  baited  roach  swim  which  was  first  fished, 
as  the  roach  may  have  gathered  on  the  ground- 
bait  by  then,  and  it  may  happen  that  a  dozen 
roach  are  caught.  And  so  endeth  the  first  lesson. 
It  is  natural  that  an  angler,  if  he  knows  anything 
about  fishing,  fights  shy  of  lesson  number  two. 

Thames  professionals  are  very  wide-awake. 
They  know  instinctively  with  whom  they  are 
fishing.  A  little  conversation  on  the  way  from 
the  railway  station  to  the  river  will  soon  let  the 
professional  know  whether  the  client  knows  much 
about  the  Thames.  A  few  minutes'  fishing  will 
soon  show  whether  the  client  is  an  adept  or  a 
novice.  With  the  latter  I  find  the  professional 
ever  ready  to  give  advice  and  practical  illustration 
as  to  the  manipulation  of  rod  and  tackle.  The 
novice  is  often,  however,  the  prey  of  the  lazy 
professional,  who  can  while  away  the  time  with 
beautiful  yarns  of  big  captures  of  fish  and  excuses 
as  to  why  they  cannot  get  any  then.  If  roach 
fishing,  the  novice  is  treated  to  gentles  for  bait 
instead  of  bread  cubes.    The  reason  is  obvious. 

In  recommending  any  professional  fisherman  in 
the  different  localities  it  must  not  be  thought 
that  the  others  are  not  "  up  to  the  mark."'  It 
would  be  useless  to  mention  more  than  one  or  two 
men  at  certain  places.  Those  that  I  allude  to  can 
be  relied  upon. 

Richmond. — Here  I  should  prefer  J.  Brain, 
jun.  I  have  fished  with  him  and  know  he  works 
hard.  Also  Frank  Brown,  but  I  believe  he  only 
fishes  on  Sundays,  as  he  now  takes  charge  of  a 
barge  on  week  days.  H.  Mansell  is  also  a  good 
man. 

Twickenham.  —  J.  Spong,  J.  Coxen,  and 
R.  Moffatt.  I  also  believe  Mr.  J.  Ogden  Smith 
sometimes  goes  out  with  his  customers. 

Teddington. — McBride.  He  is  one  of  the 
hardest  workers  on  tidal  part  of  the  river.  He 
knows  all  the  best  swims,  and  can  be  relied  upon. 

Kingston. — For  roach,  J.  Knight ;  for  perch, 
Wilkes;  for  pike  and  roach,  Bolton;  and  for 
bream,  Johnson.  B.  Pope,  although  holding  a 
licence,  seldom  fishes  professionally,  though  he 
lets  out  a  punt  with  tackle ;  the  punt  is  supplied 
with  sculls,  as  well  as  pushing  pole  and  ryepecks. 

Thames  Ditton. — Buttery  is  the  only  pro- 
fessional here.  He  will  lend  his  punt  and  fix  it 
in  a  swim  if  the  client  is  unable  to  manage  it. 

Hampton  Court.  —  W.  Milbourne  is  the 
oldest  established  professional  here.  J.  Smith  is 
a  good  angler. 

SuNBUEY. — Two  families  here  cater  for  anglers. 
The  Strouds  and  the  Clarks. 

Walton. — John  Hone. 

Halliford. — E.  Rosewell. 

Wetbridge. — Herbert  Curr. 

Shei'perton. — George  Rosewell.  A  thorough 
angler,  and  wonderful  manipulator  of  the  punt. 

Docket  Point. — Lotan  Hackett.  A  first-class 
professional. 

Chbrtsey. — L.  Hackett. 

Laleham. — A.  Harris. 

Penton  Hook. — Alfred  Harris. 

Staines. — Charles  Hone.  "  One  of  the  beet." 
T.  Spicer.    An  earnest  worker. 

Datchet. — J.  Keen.  The  champion.  No 
trouble  too  great  for  him.  Thoroughly  experi- 
enced, reliable,  and  excellent  fisherman. 

Windsor. — Bunce  or  Gray.  Mr.  Cecil  Hewlett, 
of  Eton,  will  give  the  best  information  to  anyone 
visiting  this  part. 

(J  RE  AT  Marlow. — Coster. 

Henley.^ — The  professionals  here  are  generally 
good.  They  thoroughly  understand  the  water. 
Anglers  should  write  to  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobba  or  Mr. 
Stanley  Mead,  who  will  advise  for  the  best. 

Higher  up  the  river  there  are  only  one  or  two 
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"FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund— the  object  of  which  is  to  present  om-  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa— should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


ELEVENTH  LIST. 


Caledonian  Angling  Society  (per  Mr.  A.  George, 

treasurer) :  Mr.  A,  SUverlocb,  23.  6d. ;  Mr.  C. 

Box,  2s.  6a. ;  Mr.  A.  Attwell,  23.  61. ;  Mr.  J. 

FaileB,  23.  6d. ;  Mr.  J.  Miller,  23. 6d. ;  Mr.  A. 

George,  29,  6d. ;  Mr.  W.  Stainton,  2a.  61. ; 

Mr.  H.  O.  Bex,  23.  61. ;  Mr.  E.  Miller, 

2a.  61.  ;  Mr.  G.  S.  Stainton,  23.  61. ;  Mr. 

J.  Wilson,  29.;  Mr.  W.  Darrington,  23.; 

Mr.  G.  Silverlock,  23. ;  Mr.  W.  Waight,  2s. ; 

Mr.  F.  Hones,  23. ;  Mr.  W.  T,  Lawrence,  23.  ; 

Mr.  K.  Mills,  Is.  61,;  Mr,  H.  A.  Maist, 

Is.  61. ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Mason,  Is.  61. ;  Mr.  T.  F, 

Ward  (hon.  sec).  Is.  61, ;  Mr.  J.  Hunt,  Is. ; 

Mr.  J.  Taylor,  Is.;  Mr.  C.  Trimmer,  Is.; 

Mr.  J.  Martin,  Is  

Mr.  .J.  Henstock   

Mr.  W.  E.  El  wards    „  

Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore     

Woolwich  Invicta  Angling  Society  (per  Mr.  W. 

Golesworthy,  hon.  sec.) :  J.  A.  S.,  os. ;  Mr. 

C,  Foster,  61. ;  Mr.  Golesworthy,  61. ;  Mr, 

R.  Davis,  61. ;  Mr.  Morgan,  61, ;  Mr,  Gurney, 

61. ;  Slate  Club,  123.  21. ;  Mr.  C.  Davis,  61. ; 

Mr.  Taylor,  2d. ;    Mr,  Clark,  21. ;  Mrs. 

Gurney,  31. ;  Mrs.  Golesworthy,  3d. ;  Mr. 

W,  E.  Clark,  21. ;  M.  M,  G.,  2d. ;  Mra, 


£  s.  d. 


Mack,  3d. ;  Mr.  W,  Crawford,  3d. ;  Mr.  J, 
Creedon,  6d.  ;  Mr,  J.  Burke,  6d, ;  Mr.  C. 
Taylor,  6d. ;  Mr.  C,  Bailay,  6d. ;  Mr,  W. 
Davis,  31. ;  Mr,  T,  W.  Crowley,  61. ;  Absent- 
minded  Beggar,  6d. ;  Mr.  Draper,  6d. ;  from 
Friends  who  use  the  Club  -house,  4s.  3d, ; 
Mr.  J.  W,  Clark,  61. ;  Mrs.  Davis,  23  

Stratford  Angling  Society :  Mr,  G,  A.  Payne, 
Is. ;  Mr.  F,  Bates,  la. ;  Mr.  J.  Searle,  Is, ; 
Mr.  W.  Carr,  la. ;  Mr.  F.  Humphreys,  61.  j 
Mr.  J.  Bates,  61  

Ye  Blarers'  Club  (per  Mr.  S.  Morby)   

Hazelwocd   ^  

Per  Mr.  J,  W,  Zaehnadorf  :  Mr.  Staley,  Is ; 
Mr,  Newell.  Is. ;  Mr.  Gotz,  Is. ;  J.  M.  R. 
Is. ;  F.  J,  W.,  Is  

Per  Mr.  F,  H.  Clay  :  A,  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd., 
lOj.  61. ;  Mr,  F.  H.  Clay,  53. ;  Mr.  W.  J. 
Clay,  23.  61. ;  X.  Y.  Z.,  Is. ;  Mr,  W.  Massom, 
Is. ;  A.  L.,  Is  

The  Oglander  Piscatorial  Society  (per  Mr.  E. 
Dyball,  hon,  sec.)   


£  8.  d. 


1  12  4 


0  5 
3  13 
0  5 


0  6  0 


110 

2  10  0 


12  12  10 

Amount  from  tenth  list  ,,,  140  13  11 


Total  .. 


...  153   6  9 


***  Several  Bubscriptions  have  arrived  too  late  for  acknowledgment  this  week — will  appear  in  next  list. 


professionals  at  each  of  the  stations  as  a  rule,  an 
exception  being  made  in  regard  to  Reading.  It 
is  generally  best  for  the  angler  to  know  as  much  as 
possible  about  fishing,  and  even  be  able  to  manage 
a  punt.  The  professional  then  knows  that  it  is  of 
ho  use  sitting  down  and  telling  yarns.  There  is 
some  work  to  be  done.  There  is  quite  a  difference 
in  fishing  for  fish  and  fishing  for  fun. 

F.  H.  Amphlett. 


PRIZE  COMPETITIONS. 


Does  fishing  for  material  gain  tend  to  lower  the 
status  of  a  piscatorial  society  ;  and  is  the  award- 
ing of  prizes  for  skill  in  angling  opposed  to  the 
true  principles  of  sport  ?  These  are  questions 
which  have  been  debated  over  and  over  again,  with 
the  result  that  the  "  noes  "  are  decidedly  in  the 
majority.  Indeed,  with  the  exception  of  an 
infinitesimal  number  of  societies  which  would  look 
aghast  at  the  faintest  suggestion  even  of  offering 
rewards  for  expertness  with  the  rod,  and  most 
rigidly  exclude  prizes  from  their  programme,  every 
fishing  club  provides  entertainment  for  its  mem- 
bers in  the  way  of  prize  competitions  of  various 
kinds  and  sorts.  I  take  it,  therefore,  that 
only  comparatively  narrow-minded  sportsmen 
decry  prize  fishing  in  toto,  for  if  competition  is 
healthy  in  business  it  assuredly  is  in  angling,  and 
within  certain  well-defined  limits  the  offering  by  a 
society  of  cups  or  other  trophies  to  be  fished  for 
by  its  members  is  eminently  necessary  if  that  club 
has  an  ambition  to  be  in  the  front  rank,  and  not 
find  itself  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  as  far  as 
having  upon  its  muster  roll  able  wielders  of  the 
roach  pole,  capable  exponents  of  the  fascinating 
I  Nottingham  style,  or  experts  at  casting  a  fly  is 
I  concerned.  • 
;  ,  What,  may  I  ask,  is  to  enourage  young  blood — 
I  those  who  in  after  years  will  fill  the  place  of  their 
mentors  who  have  been  translated  to  the  "  happy 
hunting  grounds  "—to  go  out  fishing  if  there  w 


nothing,  to  use  a  slang  term,  "  hanging  to  it  ?  " 
Is  it  not  a  fact  that  if  a  man  knows  a  silver  spoon, 
it  may  be,  depends  upon  his  ability  to  fish  well  he 
will  try  his  very  hardest  to  win  that  trifle  P  He 
will  eagerly  digest  some  of  the  many  excellent 
works  on  bottom  fishing,  with  a  view  of  picking 
up  a  few  ideas  which  may  serve  him  in  good  stead 
when  he  is  by  the  waterside;  he  will  try  fresh 
devices,  and  perhaps  even  invent  a  new  bait ;  he 
will  study  the  habits  of  fish,  their  peculiarities  in 
the  matter  of  feeding,  and  if  he  be  a  thoughtful 
individual,  and  fishes  with  his  head  as  well  as  his 
tackle,  he  must  thereby  improve  his  angling  and 
attain  to  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
particular  branch  of  sport  to  which  he  is  specially 
attached.  There  is  every  inducement  for  him  to 
put  his  best  leg  forward,  and  there  is,  further,  the 
hope  within  his  breast  that  he  may  beat  the 
club's  champion,  and  should  he  do  so  and  carry 
off  the  most  coveted  prize  of  the  season  his  joy 
will  know  no  bounds.  Few  societies  would  long 
flourish  unless  attractions  in  the  shape  of  prizes 
were  offered  from  time  to  time  to  their  following 
If  one  wished  to  render  a  society  successful 
would  it  be  accomplished  by  barring  prize  com 
petitions  altogether  ?  I  say  assuredly  no.  It  is 
all  very  well  for  those  who  are  blessed  with  a 
large  share  of  this  world's  goods,  whose  time  is 
absolutely  theii*  own,  who  are  free  to  go  here  and 
there,  north,  south,  east,  or  west — to  Norway, 
Florida,  or  even  far-off  India,  wherever  fancy 
may  lead  them — to  look  with  disdain  upon  those 
"  vulgar  "  anglers  who  compete  for  a  jack  rod  or 
a  fly-book.  The  majority  of  present  day  fisher- 
men are  tied  to  business.  Free  days  are  few,  and 
the  offering  of  a  small  prize,  intrinsically  of  little 
value,  helps  immensely  to  promote  keen  contests 
which  I  venture  to  assert  would  be  absolutely 
non  eat  were  there  no  incentive  in  a  tangible  form 
to  get  men  to  go  out  to  the  river. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten,  and  this  is  an  ail- 
perhaps  the  most— -important  point,  that  one  of 
the  chief  aims  of  an  angling  club  is  to  secure  the 


exhibition  of  fish  on  the  trays  on  meeting  nighta. 
It  is  unreasonable  to  expect  that  an  ordinary 
mortal  would  go  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of 
bringing  up  catches  of  roach,  pike,  or  what  not, 
for  the  delectation  of  his  fellows  unless  he  bad 
some  inducement  so  to  do  over  and  beyond  the 
congratulations  of  his  friends  in  attendance.  It 
goes  without  saying  that  if  members  had  no  fish 
to  admire  on  the  table  their  interest  would 
rapidly  and  surely  decline,  and  the  club  would 
consequently  be  the  loser.  Anglers  would  cer- 
tainly not  meet  together  in  the  assembly  room 
of  the  local  hotel  simply  to  "talk  fish,"  and  to 
consume  unlimited  quantities  of  beverages  which 
might  or  might  not  (probably  not)  be  good  for 
them.  I  should  hazard  a  guess  that  a  club  would 
not  live  a  year  if  it  were  run  under  rules 
absolutely  prohibiting  prize  competitions. 

Again,  an  objector  will  say  that  it  ia 
"  mercenary "  to  fish  for  prizes.  I  join  issue 
entirely  with  that  statement.  It  cost  a  friend  of 
mine  who  is  somewhat  "gone"  on  Thames 
trouting,  and  had  the  winning  of  an  insignificant 
prize  in  his  mind's  eye,  something  like  a  sovereign 
a  pound  to  catch  om  trout.  This  being  so,  I 
fail  to  see  where  the  grabbing  jDart  comes  in! 
If  a  man  is  willing  to  travel  fifty  or  more  miles  to 
fish  a  certain  piece  of  water  (and  pay  stiffly  for 
doing  so)  in  order  that  he  may  be  in  the  running 
for  a  prize  which  may  not  be  worth  half  the 
expense  he  is  put  to  to  obtain  (which  he  may  not 
do  after  aU),  I  cannot  understand  why  he  should 
be  designated  a  mercenai-y  individual.  One  may 
fish  for  the  love  of  the  sport,  and  at  the  same 
time  like  to  have  "  little  bit  on,"  as  horsey  men 
would  say. 

But  "pot-hunting"  I  do  most  strongly  and 
decidedly  put  my  foot  down  upon.  The  present 
generation  of  anglers,  however,  are  better  sports- 
men than  their  forbears  were.  The  abolition  by 
many  societies  of  gross  weight  competitions  has 
naturally  raised  the  tone  of  clubs  most  consider- 
ably, and  the  man  who  at  the  close  of  the  season 
wins  a  prize,  or  prizes,  for  specimens,  is  one  to  be 
envied.  In  after  years  when,  perhaps,  he  may  be 
so  feeble  that  he  cannot  visit  his  favourite  river  to 
fish,  he  can  cast  his  eyes  around  his  particular 
sanctum  and  admire  specimens  due  to,  and  rewards 
for,  his  early  skill  with  the  rod.  He  will  recall  to 
memory  past  battles  with  many  a  brave  fish,  and 
gatherings  with  old  chums  with  feelings  of  satis- 
faction and  pleasure.  That  2.51b.  pike  on  the  waU, 
he  will  remember,  brought  him  a  handsome  vase, 
which  he  still  cherishes.  The  21b.  roach  taken  on 
a  hair  line  in  the  Lea,  gained  him  the  famous 
Sowerbutt's,  which  yet  hangs  upon  its  accustomed 
nail.  There  is  a  little  history  attached  to  some  of 
his  pi-eserved  fish.  The  chub  of  41b.  -Soz.  brings 
back  to  memory  a  hard  tussle  with  the  fish  under 
Molesey  weir ;  he  can  recollect  how  it  ran  under 
the  punt  twice,  and  gave  him  no  end  of  fun  before 
it  was  landed.  For  this  he  was  presented 
with  a  substantial  creel,  which  is  still  capable 
of  some  years'  service.  That  61b.  Thames 
trout,  taken  at  Pangbourne  as  the  result  of 
a  fortnight's  fishing,  reminds  him  of  the 
time,  aye,  and  money,  too,  expended  on  that 
solitary  fish,  the  only  one  of  the  variety  he  ever 
captured.  That  61b.  barbel,  which  went  a  long 
way  to  winning  him  a  challenge  vase,  took  him 
over  an  hour  to  land,  having  been  hooked  in  the 
tail.  So  I  might  go  on.  I  do  not  say  that  he 
would  have  no  enjoyment  in  looking  upon  the 
proofs  of  his  expertness  as  an  angler,  but  I  do  say 
that  the  knowledge  of  what  those  specimens  won 
for  him  adds  in  a  great  degree  to  theu'  value. 

One  word  more  and  I  have  done.  The  very 
vitality  of  the  majority  of  fishing  clubs  depends 
upon  the  giving  of  prizes,  and  when  it  is 
considei'ed  how  many  of  the  members  are  weaned 
from  objectionable  surroundings  and  drawn  out 
into  the  fresh  air  of  the  country,  he  would  be  a 
bigot  and  an  exceedingly  selfish  man  who  would 
desire  to  see  prize  giving  discontinued,  with  all 
the  attendant  healthy  rivahy  engendered  amongst 
those  who  do  not  consider  it  derogatory  to  com- 
pete for  such  a  thing  as  a  silver  cup  or  medal.  In 
short,  prize  competitions  conducted  upon  proper 
lines  are  distinctly  desirable — they  help  to  keep 
members  together;  afford  those  taking  part  in 
them  an  immense  amount  of  innocent  amusement 
and  pleasurable  excitement;  and  the  keenness 
with  which  they  are  engaged  in  and  supported  is 
suflicient  evidence  that  their  popularity  is  beyond 
all  question.  The  Chiel. 
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STORY  OF  A  THAMES  STURGEON  PRE- 
SENTED TO  THE  KING,  MAT  30,  1825. 

(From  the  London  Courier,  Jane  1, 1825.) 
On  Monday  morning  one  of  the  fishermen  employed 
•with  a  net  in  the  Thames,  near  Gravesend,  caught  a  fine 
sturgeon,  and  immfldiately  conveyed  it  to  Nelson,  the 
assistant  water  bailiff,  who  has  been  on  the  look-out  for  a 
royal  fish  for  some  time  in  order  to  have  the  honour  of 
paying  his  Majesty  a  visit.  It  is  part  of  the  water  bailiff's 
duty,  time  immemorial,  to  wait  upon  the  King  with  any 
of  the  treasures  of  the  waters  the  Lord  Mayor  may  think 
it  necessary  to  present  to  his  Majesty.  Besides  the  honour 
of  being  the  bearer  of  a  testimony  of  respect  to  ao  illus- 
trious a  quarter,  there  is  a  fee  of  five  guineas  attached  to 
the  duty,  which  is  thereby  rendered  extremely  agreeable. 
But,  although  Nelson  has  the  task  of  presenting  the  fish, 
he  never  pockets  a  farthing  of  the  fee,  which  falls,  by 
custom,  into  the  hands  of  his  principal ;  so  that  his  anxiety 
to  catch  is  truly  disinterested.  He,  in  fact,  as  he  said 
yesterday,  considers  the  digjnity  of  the  city  a  sufficient 
motive  to  encourage  him  to  call  at  Carlton  House,  and 
the  only  pretext  he  can  have  to  knock  at  the  gate  is  when 
he  is  followed  either  by  a  sturgeon  or  a  whale,  both  of 
which  fish  are  presented,  if  caught  within  the  oity  juris- 
diction, to  the  Monarch,  and  alive,  if  possible. 

Nelson,  upon  hearing  that  a  sturgeon  had  been  caught, 
went  off  with  speed  to  the  fisherman,  and  ascertained 
that  it  weighed  a  hundred  and  a  half.  He  forthwith 
employed  a  porter  to  carry  it  to  the  Mansion  House,  but 
was  obliged  to  assist  in  the  office  of  bearer,  as  the  fish 
actually  knocked  down  the  poor  man  twice  by  the  motion 
of  its  tail,  in  the  way  from  Billingsgate.  After  it  had  lain 
panting  for  some  time  in  one  of  the  kitchens.  Nelson  bore 
it  off  to  his  Majesty,  and  yesterday  waited  on  the  Lord 
Mayor  to  mention  the  particulars  of  his  visit  at  the 
residence  of  the  Sovereign. 

"  I  have  one  thing  in  particular  to  say  to  your  lordship," 
said  Nelson.  "  I  am  afraid  his  Majesty  thinks  he  has  a 
right  to  that  fish  I  took  to  him." 

"  Why,  SD  he  certainly  has,"  said  the  Lord  Mayor, 
"  for  I  have  presented  it  to  his  Majesty.  I  hope  you  took 
care  to  let  that  be  known  at  Carlton  House." 

"  Yes,  yes,  my  lord,"  replied  Nelson,  "  I  took  good  care 
to  show  them  it  was  your  property,  for  I  told  'em  the 
sturgeon  was  a  present  from  your  lordship  to  his  Majesty. 
However,  I  suspect  they  think  your  lordship  has  no  right 
either  to  sturgeons  or  whales,  which  I  assure  you  is  not 
the  fact,  for  they  are  yours  and  yours  only,  when  they  are 
catclted  in  yonr  j u r ijdiction" 

The  Lord  Mayor  said  he  always  considered  that  such  was 
the  case,  and  he  knew  that  in  former  mayoralities,  when- 
ever a  royal  fish  was  sent  to  his  Majesty  by  the  chief 
magistrate,  it  was  designated  as  a  present,  and  not  handed 
over  as  a  property  to  which  there  was  a  claim  upon  the 
part  of  the  Sovereign. 

Nelson  :  "  That's  all  right,  your  lordship.  I  say — and 
I  am  a  long  time  on  the  water ;  so  long,  indeed,  that  I 
may  be  said  to  live  in  the  water — that  his  Majesty  has  no 
more  right  to  that  sturgeon  than  I  have.  'Tis  your 
lordship's  own,  and  yon  could  do  what  you  please  with  it. 
I  always  ttands  up  for  the  junjdictimi  of  your  lordship, 
and  for  the  City  of  London,  although,  God  help  me,  I  am 
werry  poorly,  wery  bad  indeed." 

His  lordship  could  not  help  laughing  at  the  zeal  with 
which  the  water  bailiff  vindicated  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  City  of  London,  and  showed  no  unwillingQess  to  have 
the  rest  of  the  extraordinary  tale  of  the  sturgeon,  at  the 
same  that  he  felt  some  uneasiness  at  the  idea  that  the 
eccentricity  of  his  messenger  might  have  been  subject  to 
misconstruction. 

Nelson  :  "  Why,  my  lord,  I  know  they  thought  it  was 
all  their  own  ;  why,  they  wanted  to  have  the  sturgeon  off 
to  Carlton  House  before  I  took  it  to  the  Mansion  House  ; 
but  that  was  wery  like  a  whale.  1  told  'em  I  knowed 
better,  and  that  it  abould  go  nowhere  before  it  went  to  the 
Mansion  House." 

Mr.  Hobler  believed  that  the  Lord  Mayor  could  lay 
claim  to  any  fish  caught  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
city.  He  was  not  aware  that  it  was  liable  to  question  ; 
and,  indeed,  the  words  acsompanying  the  fish  to  the 
King's  residence  testified  that  the  right  was  perfectly  well 
understood  upon  both  sides. 

Nelson  said  it  could  not  be  understood  upon  both  sides. 
It  was  his  Mojesty's  people  against  the  Lord  Mayor's 
people.  lie  saw  how  the  tbiog  was  when  he  saw  the  clerk 
of  the  kitchen,  and  he  therefore  asked  for  a  written  receipt 
for  the  fish  before  be  left  it. 

Here  Nelson  produced  a  piece  of  paper  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  a  fine  sturgeon  from  the  Lord  Mayor  on  the 
.'iOth  May.  It  was  signed  "  Charles  Long,"  for  the  Clerk 
of  the  Kitchen,  but  there  was  not  a  word  about  the  fish 
being  received  as  a  present  or  offered  as  one.  "  I  hope 
your  lordship  will  keep  that  'ere  receipt.  It  may  be  of  use 
one  of  those  days,  for  I  consider  it  as  acceptin^f  of  a 
present,"  said  Nelson. 

The  Lord  Mayor  good  naturedly  applauded  the  zeal  of 
the  water  bailiff,  but  told  him  he  might  set  his  fears  at 
redt,  as  bis  Majesty  was  not  likely  to  dispute  the  right. 

Nelson:  "Ah,  my  loid,  wo  must  not  trust  people  too 
much.  If  we  allow  our  privileges  to  go  off  in  that 'ere 
way,  we  won't  have  none  on  'em  left.  I  know  his  Majesty 
won't  think  nothing  about  it ;  but  there's  those  about  him 
that  will.  I  came  up  here  to-day  to  inform  your  lordship  ; 
for  I  remember  Bimo  years  ago,  when  a  whale  wascatched 
in  onr  /'fri/'/iV  /i'-ft,  the  clerk  of  the  Admiralty  laid  claim  to 
it  for  bis  late  Majenty,  and  we  could  never  get  it  out  of  his 
hands.  J  believe  the  blubber  fetched  £(>i).  Now,  these 
atargeons  is  valuable  too,  for  the  oil  they  carries." 

AmkuKMn  Bookh. — A  cdtaloKun  of  Ami  riciin  IiooIch  In  vnrloufi 
dopartnicntH  ot  lltomlure  can  let  lift<l  »f  SampHori  I.ow,  iMaruton 
ani  (Jo.,  Umited,  fjt.  fnnHtaa'H  Uouae,  l''ottor-lttuo,  Luuduo, 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to, 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames, 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

30  min.  for  Chelsea.  f55  min.  for  Kew. 


Add 


40 


Putney.  Artrt^^^ 
Hammersmith.  ■^°"}80 
Barnes.  v85 


Eichmond 
Twickenham 
Teddington. 

Example  : — If  It  ib  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  Hioh  Watbe  at  London  Bbisse. 

Homing.  Evening. 

Saturday,     Jan.  27    10.  2    10-46 

Sunday,          „  28    11.25 

Monday,         „  S9    0.  1    0.34 

Tuesday,        „  30    1.  2    1.27 

Wednesday,    .,  31    1.57    2.15 

Thursday,     Feb.  1    2.37   2.59 

Friday,          „  2   .,   3.22    3.44 

Hl8H  WATEE  AT  AMBBBLBT  AND  PULBOEOUQH. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,      Jan.    27    10.42    11.26 

Sunday,  „      28    12.  6    0.40 

Monday,         „      29    0.41    1.14 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Fulborough  will  be  2h.  40m,  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thamea.— General  Eemarks. — The  absence 
of  news  of  angling  resulta  in  the  Thames  of  late  has  been 
something  like  the  dearth  of  intelligence  last  week  from 
the  seat  of  war  in  South  Africa,  bat  I  hope  in  both 
instances  will  culminate  in  a  great  success,  and,  so  far  as 
the  anglers  are  concerned,  there  will  soon  be  some  slaughter 
amongst  the  pike — the  savage  portion  of  our  finny  tribe. 
In  all  cases  we  must  wait  with  patience  for  the  time  when 
to  commence,  and  be  prepared  for  the  attack.  I  shall  be 
very  much  disappointed,  as  far  as  the  Thames  is  ccnserned, 
if,  in  the  great  army  of  anglers,  some  of  lh%t  body  have  not 
succeeded  in  making  some  good  baskets  of  jick  and  pike 
in  the  river  below  Staines,  as  I  know  some  of  the  well 
known  fishermen  from  that  point  down  to  the  tidal  portion 
have  felt  satisfied  there  are  plenty  of  them,  and  are  looking 
forward  to  the  usual  chance  of  getting  amongst  them  on 
the  fining  down  of  the  flooded  water.  We  may  not  have 
so  many  of  the  class  of  anglers  there  used  to  be  on 
the  river,  but  I  know  there  are  plenty  in  the  present 
day  who  are  known  as  good  pike  fishers  amongst 
the  clients  of  Charles  Hone  at  Staines,  Alfred  Harris  at 
Laleham,  Lotan  Hackett  at  Chertsey,  Herbert  Curr  at 
Weybridga,  George  Eosewell  at  Shepperton,  John  Hone 
at  Walton,  Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  at  Sunbury,  William 
Milbourne  and  John  Smith  at  Hampton  Court,  John 
Johnson  and  John  Knight  at  Kingston,  and  W.  McBride 
at  Teddington.  I  have  mentioned  these  names  of  fisher- 
men as  useful  to  those  anglers  desirous  of  pajing  a  visit  to 
the  Thames  who  have  not  hitherto  done  so  ;  and  there  are 
other  fishermen  that  are  ready  to  pilot  ih.3  anglers  to  some 
of  the  best  swims  for  that  particular  species  of  fish.  It 
will  appear  from  the  Walton  and  Chertsey  reports  some 
pike  have  been  taken  by  the  anglers  in  those  districts,  and 
a  specially  good  one  of  lljlb.  at  the  former  place.  The 
weather  this  morning  (Wednesday)  is  again  of  an  unsettled 
turn,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  give  any  opinion  as  to  the 
chances  of  sport.  The  fiah  are  certainly  there,  but  the 
chance  of  catching  them  is  very  uncertain.  The  angler 
must  leave  himself  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  above 
fishermen,  and  go  when  he  says  so. — B. 

—  (Chertsey).— Lotan  Hackett,  with  Mr.  J.  H. 
Wilson,  a  carp  of  SJlb.  and  two  dozen  of  roach,  the  largest 
lib.  SJoz.  Mr.  Gordon,  with  the  same  fisherman  on 
several  occasions  during  the  last  fortnight,  has  taken 
seventeen  jack.  Head  river-keeper  W.  Douglas  informs 
me  Mr.  Wells,  of  the  Chertsey  Bridge  Hotel,  has  shown 
him  a  nice  roach  of  21b.  2oz.,  which  was  caught  at 
Chertsey  Bridge,  and  has  been  set  up. — B. 

  (Hampton  Court). — William  Milbourne  says: 

"  The  water  is  still  very  high  and  thick  ;  it  is  on  the  turn, 
but  falling  alow,  and  the  weirs  are  still  open.  There  have 
been  two  fine  shows  of  roach  caught  on  Saturday  last  in 
the  backwater  at  Hampton  Court,  one  by  a  Hampton 
angler  of  the  name  of  Hey  wood  of  eight  dozen,  and  two 
or  three  bream  ;  the  other  take  waa  by  a  London  angler, 
and  about  the  same  quantity,  and  were  all  caught  with 
paste.  We  want  three  or  four  fine  days,  and  more  settled 
weather,  then  there  would  be  some  good  roach  fishing. 
— B, 

 (Henley). — Jan.  25. — The  water  here  is  fining 

down,  and  there  is  a  good  stream  running  at  a  good  level, 
but  prospects  are  looking  more  rosy.  A  fair  number  of 
pike  have  been  taken,  and  some  good  bags  of  roach  have 
been  made.  If  the  rain  will  only  keep  off  some  good  spoit 
ahonld  be  had  during  the  coming  week.  On  the  2Uth  inst. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  in  two  hours'  fishing  with  G.  Vaughin, 
took  six  jack,  best  fish  filb. ;  several  jack  of  'i'lh.  and  41b. 
were  taken  on  this  date.  On  the  2l8tinst.  Mr.  Johnston, 
fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  six  jack  from  2Jlb.  up  to 
nj^lb. ;  while  Mr.  (j.  Clements  and  friend,  fishing  with 
U.  Vaughan  on  the  same  date,  only  succeeded  in  taking 
four  jack,  best  fish  4Jlb.  The  bankers  made  some  good 
bags  of  roach  on  this  date.  1  hear  of  one  well-known 
London  angler  having  a  bag  of  2.")lb.,  another  a  lOlb.  bag, 
while  others  made  fair  bags  of  fish.  On  the  -!  Ith  inst.  Mr. 
J.  W.  Head,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  took  seven  jack,  best 
fiah  71b.  Arlett  tells  me  they  also  lost  a  big  'un,  Mr.  J. 
Uarvey,  jun.,  has  been  taking  some  good  roach  during  the 
past  week  up  to  lib.    The  perch  should  be  well  together 


now,  and  as  soon  as  the  water  fines  some  good  bags  of 
these  fish  should  be  made. — Stanley  Mead. 

^—  (Kingpston). — John  Johnson,  one  day,  with  Mr. 
Lion,  thirteen  bream  ;  and  on  other  days,  with  the  same 
angler,  sixteen  bream  and  two  dozen  of  roach,  the  largest 
roach  weighing  lib.  The  water  here  on  Tuesday  was  about 
7in.  above  the  summer  level,  but  was  running  down  fast. 
— B. 

 (Richmond), — Job  Brain,  jnn.,  in  three  days, 

721b.  of  bream,  lirgest  SJlb.  ;  Job  Brain,  sen.,  out  with 
Alderman  T.  Ratoliff,  twenty-four  bream;  Job  Brain, 
sen.,  out  with  Mr.  Stuart,  of  the  West  London  AnglL 
Society,  a  large  take  of  bream.   Water  fining  down.- 
Gaynob  and  Son. 

—  (St.  John's  Bridge,  Lechlade).— Eiver  in  fa 
order,  but  very  high.  On  Thursday  night  "  The  General,? 
from  Henley,  got  a  pretty  catch  of  perch  with  worm- 
dozen  fish,  ranging  from  lib.  up  to  21b.  An  otter  ' 
been  at  work  on  the  big  barbel,  half  a  dozen  big  ones,  froij 
61b.  to  101b.  each,  being  found  by  Mr.  Bowyer  lying  dea 
on  the  .river  banks  near  the  Bloomer  Pools.  A  few  sma, 
jack  have  been  taken  near  Inglesham  Look.  Weathej 
dull  and  overcast,  and  looks  like  more  rain  coming,-* 
Rambler. 

  (Staines). — Charles  Hone  writes :  "  I  have  no 

been  out  fishing  for  some  time  until  Monday  in  this  week 
with  Mr.  Caley  and  Mr.  Prebble,  who  creeled  four  doze 
of  roach,  but  only  two  dozen  retained  as  sizeable  fishi 
The  water  wants  to  be  a  little  clearer,  and  then  there  will 
be  some  good  fishing,  and  having  some  engagements  o^ 
hand  I  hope  to  give  you  a  good  report  next  week.  la 
consequence  of  the  water  being  so  high  I  cannot  set  an| 
traps  tor  the  otters." — B 

  (Twickenham).— There  is  very  little  news 

hand  at  present,  and  the  only  report  is  from  Mr.  Job 
Spong,  of  the  "  Two  Sawyers  Hotel,"  whose  son  Rober 
has  been  out  two  days  and  taken  five  dozen  roach  and  dao^ 
and  fourteen  bream.  Farther  report  received:  C.  Lea 
vTith  a  customer  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Ogden-Smith,  130  large  daoaj 
another  customer  of  his  a  fine  roach  of  lib.  8oz. ; 
others  have  been  getting  some  good  bream. — B. 

  (Walton). — John  Hone  writes;  "The  water  i| 

still  high,  but  there  is  a  very  strong  stream,  and  it  is  rathe 
thick,  but  it  might  be  said  to  be  in  very  fair  condition  iai 
all-round  fishing.    Mr.  F.  Wheatley,  on  the  21st,  caaghjj 
a  pike  weighing  ll^lb,,  in  good  condition  and  welf 
marked.    It  was  a  female  fish  full  of  spawn,  and  shon 
the  jack  are  very  forward  again  this  year,  in  spite  of  th(^ 
cold  weather.    Mr.  J.  Wheatley,  during  the  week,  ha 
taken  four  dozen  of  roach,  six  bream  (the  largest,  2lb.j 
and  two  jack  (the  largest,  41b.) ;  Mr.  WUliams,  two  jio^ 
(the  largest,  3|lb.)  and  one  dozen  of  perch  (the  largest, 
ijlb.) ;  and  Mr.  Price,  four  roach  (the  largest,  lib.),  fiva 
bream  (the  largest,  IJlb.),  and  three  perch." — B. 

— =—  CWeybiidge).— My  good  friend,  Mr.  C.  Hj 
Wheeley,  writing  on  the  22nd,  says  :  "  The  river  of  lat^ 
has  been  very  shifty,  rising  and  falling,  consequently  thi 
roach  have  been  much  disturbed.  I  had  the  luck  to  fina 
a  bank  swim  just  right  on  Saturday  last,  and  in  about  onq 
hour's  fishing  got  a  dozen  good  roach,  from  Jib.  up 
l^lb.  These  fish  were  creeled  in  about  18in.  of  wate^ 
close  t}  the  bank.  The  water  is  at  present  too  thick  foa 
pike  fishing,  and  the  Bourne  and  Wey  are  pouring  grea^ 
volumes  of  dirty  water  into  the  Thames.  I  do  not  thin" 
much  will  be  done  till  the  river  runs  at  a  somewhat 
settled  level  for  a  few  days." — B. 

Amn  (PulborouKh).— The  river  here  is  very  fd 
and  thick,  and  this  (Wednesday)  night  the  land  in  th^ 
lower  part  is  flooded,  and  as  rain  is  still  falling  prospect 
are  not  promising  for  the  28bh. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham    District).  —  Rive^ 
clear,  and  looks  in  good  enough  order,  but  the  miserable 
weather  (sharp  frosts  at  night,  coating  all  broads  and 
edges  of  river  with  ice,  swept  away  duly  by  rain  and 
wind)  aaems  to  have  put  fish  utterly  off  the  feed,  Pikel 
fishing  is  stopped  constantly  by  ice,  and  anglers  do  not| 
care  much  about  risking  going  to  a  distance  for  fishing,, 
owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  getting  open  water.  Altogether} 
jast  now  all  angling  is  most  unsatisfactory,  and  seema 
likely  to  be  so  for  some  time  to  come.  When  matters  takel 
a  distinctly  more  favourable  return  it  will  be  reported. -»l 
C.  H.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totuea  and  District).— The  prospects  foe 
the  coming  season  are,  it  is  thought,  very  good,  a  large] 
number  of  fish  having  gone  on  to  the  moor  beds  to  spiwn.i 
The  Hon.  R.  Dawson,  of  Holne  Chase,  has  given  notice  to] 
the  fishery  board  (of  which  he  is  chairman)  of  his  iutentionj 
to  oppose  the  increased  prices  of  day  licences  for  Eolmonj 
and  trout.  It  is  certainly  doubtful  if  increase  of  revenue] 
will  result  from  doubling  the  prices  of  the  day  tioketaj 
The  board,  although  now  having  an  adverse  balance  ofl 
£233,  improved  its  position  lost  season,  when  it  was  £350l 
to  the  bad.  "The  total  receipts  in  1891)  were  .£419,  as  com>l 
pared  with  £319  in  1898.  It  may  be  added  that  the  debt 
baa  been  incurred  by  the  reconstruction  of  weirs  and  fiah 
passes  in  recent  years. — De\  ()Nian. 

XSza  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Water  still  very  high] 
after  recent  heavy  rains,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  rain  iaj 
again  falling.  A  few  of  our  pikeists  have  taken  advantage  J 
of  temporary  lulls  in  the  storm  to  try  for  their  dear  oldi 
friend  "  Lucius,"  and  a  day  or  two  since  Mr.  W.  Sbapley,] 
in  a  little  over  an  hour,  scored  four,  from  2§lb.  to  5Jlb, 
each.  Yesterday,  Mr.  A.  J .  Roberts,  whilst  paternosteringi 
with  gudgeon,  secured  a  very  fine  perch  of  l4ib.,and,| 
thinking  possibly  he  had  struck  a  good  perch  lay,  changed  j 
tackle  to  porch  hook  proper  and  very  small  bait,  when  hej 
had  the  plea«ure  of  a  lively  ten  minutes  with  a  pike  of] 
lUlb.,  which,  of  course,  on  the  small  gear  showed  fine] 
sport. — Bki)  I'almicr.  .1 
Feu  Diatrlot  (South  Linos,  and  Cambs.).— j 
The  sliowery  weather  continues  to  offer  objections  to4 
pleasant  angling.  The  large  quantity  of  water  left  by  the] 
reoont  rains  has  been  mostly  got  rid  of,  and  many  of  thej 
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avonrite  fisbiog  places  are  now  available  for  those  who 
ike  to  brave  the  ill-conditioned  weather.  _  From  Surfleet 
we  hear  of  the  water  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  Bome 
good  takes  have  been  made.  Among  the  best  was  461b.  of 
roach  in  two  diys,  obtained  by  a  visitor,  the  best 
specimen  scaling  lib.  6oz.  A  few  nice  bream  have  been 
got  in  the  same  locality.  Trolling  has  been  pursued  on 
both  the  Welland  and  the  Forty-foot.  Several  pike  have 
come  to  hand,  but  they  have  been  mostly  on  the  small 
aide. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notta.).— Angling  haa  been 
very  quiet  in  the  district  of  the  Idle,  whilst  from  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Trent  there  has  been  no  catch  worthy  of 
note.  The  absence  of  anglers  at  the  waterside  is  giving 
room  for  more  scope  for  those  who  handle  the  net. 
Anglers  call  it  poaching,  but  netmen  are  not  quite  so 
particular.  Backwaters  aad  quiet  drains  are  very  often 
depleted  by  this  netting  in  the  winter  time.  Did  anglers 
do  more  for  the  protection  of  their  fisheries,  there  would 
be  less  trouble  from  this  fraternity.  During  the  past 
week,  owing  to  wet  weather,  there  has  been  little  or 
nothing  done  by  legitimate  angling. — L. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  Lea  has  been  in  fair 
roaching  colour,  but  owing  to  farther  rain  and  the  stormy, 
unsettled  character  of  the  weather,  sport  is  doubtful  this 
week-end.  However,  it  has  improved  since  the  flush,  and 
good  baskets  of  fish  may  be  looked  for  under  favourable 
conditions.  At  Hertford,  Ware,  and  St.  Margaret's  good 
class  roach  have  been  taken.  The  Hoxton  Brothers,  fish- 
ing early  in  the  week  at  Ware,  brought  the  day's  prizes 
off.  Ic3  covered  the  Broadwater  at  St.  Margaret's  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  21st  inst.,  and  anglers  could  not  fish 
until  barges  had  been  along.  An  81b.  basket  of  roach  has 
been  obtained  in  the  Rye  House  district,  and  another 
angler  has  secured  51b.  of  these  fish  at  Dobb's  Weir 
Fishery,  Hoddesdon.  Here  a  brace  of  chub  (not  large) 
haa  been  secured.  The  Stort  is  very  coloured,  but 
ccsasionaUy  a  few  roach,  perch,  and  jack  have  been  taken. 
The  best  sport — and  that  has  been  poor — is  reported  from 
Burnt  MUl. — Izaak  Walton. 

LiTLgg  and  Arrow  (Xieominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  still  running  stained  and  high,  and  out  of 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  during  the  past  week  has 
been  mos:  changeable,  one  day  warm  and  fine,  and  the 
next  heavy  rain  and  vrith  strong  winds,  and  angling  has 
been  at  a  standstill,  and  will  be  until  there  is  a  change, 
which  there  is  very  little  prospect  of  at  present,  and 
anglers  will  have  to  wait  until  trout  come  in  season  in 
March  before  they  have  any  sport.  The  Pinsley  is 
stained. — G\vyn>'e. 

iMXigg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland).— Rivers 
are  still  running  three  parts  bank  full  of  stained  (not  muddy) 
water ;  not  too  dirty  for  worm  or  maggot,  but  the  volume 
of  water  makes  it  difficult  to  find  a  swim.  Weather  still 
continues  particularly  variable,  with  no  present  indications 
of  improvement.  Fishing  at  a  standstill.  —  R.  T. 
Williams. 

ITene  (Peterborough).  —  Circumstances,  as  far  as 
angling  is  concerned,  are  not  one  iota  better  than  last 
week,  for  the  weather  has  been  simply  wretched,  and  the 
river  is  still  overflowing,  the  gauge  at  the  bridge  now 
registering  12ft.  of  water,  and,  with  the  rain  falling  again 
to-day  (Wednesday),  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  rise.  On 
Thursday  last  week,  at  the  meeting  of  Northants  County 
Council,  Mr.  E.  P.  Monckton,  M.P.  for  North  North- 
hamptonshire,  was  again  appointed  one  of  the  conservators 
of  the  Onse  and  Nene  Fishery  District,  and  attention  was 
called  to  the  necessity  of  taking  some  steps  to  stop  illegal 
fishing  in  parts  of  the  river  not  protected  by  fishing  clubs. 
It  was  suggested  that  the  polics  should  be  appointed 
bailiffs,  but  eventually  the  matter  was  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  conservators,  with  power  to  enforce  the  bye-laws. — 
E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— We  are  getting  rain 
eveiy  day,  and  the  liver  continues  to  be  swollen.  But  if 
line  weather  comes  early  next  month,  when  fishing  on  the 
public  water  is  allowed,  something  may  be  done  with  the 
fly  rod,  for  the  general  character  of  the  winter  here  has 
been  so  far  very  mild.  Several  trout  were  noticed  rising 
on  the  free  water  yesterday  (Jan.  2.3)  about  mid-day.  It 
is  rumoured  that  the  fishing  on  the  preserved  water  will 
be  opened  on  April  1  instead  of  March  1  as  hitherto. 
This  will  be  a  most  beneficial  resolution  for  the  river  if 
carried  out. — Herox. 

Onse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts.).— River  still  in  state  of  flood. 
Fikeing  out  of  all  question  for  the  next  four  days,  but  by 
Tuesday  next,  Jan.  30,  it  ought  to  repay  anyone  for  a 
visit  after  the  long  flush  the  river  has  had.  Roaching  is  to 
be  had  in  the  lay  byes  and  eddies.  I  secured  twenty-seven 
nice  roach  on  Saturday  last  from  lOoz.  to  lib.  3ioz. 
Weather  looking  more  settled  now,  and  should  fine  weather 
contione  it  should  be  in  the  pink  of  condition  by  Jan.  30. 
— Edward  Collinsox. 

Onse  (Bt.  Neots). — More  rain  to-day  (Wednesday), 
and  the  water,  which  was  assuming  a  moat  lovely  tint  for 
jack  catching,  will,  I  fear,  again  thicken,  and  the  Onse 
angler  may  "  all  hope  abandon  "  until  we  get  a  few  con- 
secutive days  of  fine  weather.  The  river  is  at  its  normal 
level,  and  there  is  a  nice  stream  on,  and  lots  of  jack  have 
been  taken  since  my  last  report.  Seven,  of  4lb.  to  6lb., 
fell  to  one  rod  the  other  day,  and  matters  were  looking 
rosy,  but  the  meteorological  department  appears  to  be 
down  on  the  piscatorials  just  now,  but  their  time  will 
come.  Latkr. — Weather  has  cleared,  and  if  we  get  no 
more  rain  water  will  be  all  right  by  Saturday. — Wm. 
Nasu. 

Plymouth.— Oar  river  fishing  will  soon  commence,  and 
from  all  appearances  we  should  have  a  good  season.  We 
have  had  plenty  of  rain  to  keep  the  springs  well  up.  I 
hear  there  are  several  salmon  still  going  up  the  river. — 
William  IIkarokb, 

Bevern,  Vymw^,  Tanat,  and  Cftin  (Llanymy- 
Beeh). — iS'ever  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant 


has  there  been,  in  thia  neighbourhood,  such  a  long  con- 
tinuance of  unreliable  weather  as  at  the  present  time. 
Scarcely  a  day  passes  without  rain,  and  if  it  does  not  rain 
in  the  daytime  it  invariably  does  so  during  the  night,  and, 
as  a  natural  consequence,  not  only  are  all  these  rivers 
altogether  much  above  their  average  height,  but  the  lands 
adjoining  are  so  saturated  by  the  persistent  downfall  of 
rain  that  in  very  many  places  small  and  large  ponds  are  to 
be  found  on  what  is  generally  sound  and  dry  land._  The 
atmosphere,  however,  is  at  present  exceedingly  mild  for 
the  time  of  year,  so  that  anglers  can  pursue  their  favourite 
pastime  without  risk  of  anything  worse  than  a  good 
soaking  if  not  properly  clothed.  Sport  in  the  Severn  has 
been  confined  to  pike  and  coarse  fish,  of  which  many  have 
been  recently  taken  in  this  river,  as  well  as  in  the  Vymwy. 
In  the  Vymwy  some  nice  grayling  are  also  taken  above 
and  below  the  village  of  Llanymynech.  The  Tanat  is  now 
ia  good  condition  although  rather  full  of  water,  but  the 
snow  has  long  since  melted  from  the  Welsh  hills,  and  all  the 
snow  water  has  entirely  disappeared,  and  good  sport  is  now 
had  with  grayling  and  dace.  Local  anglers  are  rejoiced  to 
find  there  ia  no  truth  in  a  statement  recently  published  in 
a  London  daily  paper  that  the  Earl  of  Bradford  has  let  the 
fishing  in  the  Vymwy  and  Tanat. — Vtbnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  SufFolk).— Several  anglers  were  out 
on  the  21st,  and  although  the  water  was  rather  thick  some 
decent  roach  were  taken,  one  angler  having  111b.,  the 
largest  fish  lib.  5oz.  Some  good  roach  have  also  been 
taken  by  local  anglers,  and  with  the  river  getting  into 
splendid  condition,  some  good  sport  at  either  roach  or 
pike  angling  should  be  had  on  the  28th.— W.  T.  Bain- 
bridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Once 
more  disappointment  has  fallen  to  the  angler's  lot. 
Rivers  were  getting  into  capital  condition,  and  holding 
promise  of  good  sport,  when  down  came  the  rain.  Rivers 
have  been  ruiming  bank  high,  and  with  the  weather  dead 
against  us  sport  has  been  poor  indeed.  A  few  enthusiasts 
have  fished  the  Ouse,  and  have  taken  roach  up  to  l^lb.  A 
few  roach  are  notified  from  the  Adur,  and  a  pike  of  5|lb. 
from  the  upper  water,  taken  with  live  bait.  The  Rother 
has  been  well  nigh  deserted.  A  pike  of  41b.  and  a  few 
roach  are  all  I  have  to  chronicle.  Should  rain  hold  off,  or 
the  wind  veer  to  the  north,  the  Ouse,  Cuckmere,  and 
Adur  should  be  in  order  by  Saturday.  The  canal  at 
Chichester  has  been  well  nigh  deserted.  On  Monday  two 
visitors  were  spinning  for  some  hours  from  the  basin  to 
Birdham.  A  pike  of  41b.  was  taken  at  Birdham  on  Vines 
side,  near  the  locks,  and  a  fish  of  3lb.  at  Donnington.  A 
bream  of  2lb.  was  foul  hooked  in  the  tail,  and  waa  some 
time  before  brought  to  net.  Rain  is  falling  as  I  write 
(Wednesday  evening),  and  the  general  outlook  is  far  from 
promising. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (]tiidlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  had 
gone  down  and  cleared  nicely  at  the  end  of  last  wc  ek,  and 
waa  getting  in  order  for  worm  and  maggot  fishing,  but  the 
changeable  weather  soon  altered  the  prospects  of  sport. 
Heavy  rain  has  been  had,  and  on  Jan.  21  the  river  was 
coloured  and  rising.  A  few  fine  days  brought  the  river 
into  better  order,  but  the  weather  is  now  very  bad. 
Strong  winds  are  blowing  and  heavy  showers  of  rain,  and 
the  river  is  still  stained.  Angling  is  almost  at  a  standstill, 
and  will  be  until  the  weather  takes  up,  which  is  very 
unlikely  at  present.  The  water  at  present  ia  in  order  for 
pike  fishing  and  bottom  coarse  fish,  and  if  anglers  oared  to 
go  out  a  few  fish  should  be  taken  with  worm  and  maggot 
and  live  bait.  Grayling  fishing  haa  been  quite  at  a  stand- 
still, and,  as  things  are  now,  little  will  be  done  until  trout 
come  in  season.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyehe 
are  all  stained  and  high,  and  no  fishing  done  in  them. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
visited  with  some  very  heavy  rain,  accompanied  with  strong 
vfinds,  and  angling  has  been  at  a  standstill.  At  the  end  of 
last  week  the  river  had  cleared  nicely,  and  was  getting  in 
order,  but  heavy  rain  set  in  and  upset  all  prospects  of 
fishing,  and  the  river  is  now  fairly  high  and  stained,  and 
would  be  clear  in  a  few  days  if  the  weather  would  take  up  ; 
but  there  seems  little  prospect  at  present,  and  no  angling 
will  be  had  for  some  days,  and  sport  will  be  quiet  until 
trout  come  in. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).— Some  capital  roach  have  been 
taken  during  the  past  week,  though  the  Trent  has  not  been 
in  the  best  of  condition,  the  lower  water  being  affected  by 
a  flneh  from  the  Devon.  Oookspur  worms  have  proved  the 
killing  bait,  and  from  the  Dyke,  close  to  the  town,  on 
Thursday,  Mr.  R.  Chilton,  from  a  nice  bag,  weighed-in 
one  just  over  lib.  On  the  following  day  Mr.  T.  Davis's 
best  reached  lib.  l|oz.  6  shots;  and  on  Monday  the  same 
angler  trayed  three,  lib.  4oz.  10  shots,  lib.  loz.  5  shots, 
and  lib.  loz.  4  shots  ;  but  the  best  of  the  week  came  from 
the  upper  water,  caught  by  Mr.  Jas.  Hopkiuson,  lib.  8^_oz. 
1  shot— a  pretty  specimen.  The  gross  weight  of  fish 
booked  by  the  Piscatorials  during  the  half-year  just  closed 
waa  52  roach,  401b.  2Joz.  8  shots ;  41  dac9,  12lb.  8oz. 
9  shots ;  260  bream,  5911b.  6|oz. ;  56  chub,  941b.  2oz. ; 
51  barbel,  1731b.  Joz.,;  and  15C  bleak,  121b.  lOoz.  10  shots 
—a  total  of  616,  weighing  9241b.  4|oz.  3  shots.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  the  Trent  is  slowly  receding,  but  still 
contains  too  much  colour,  save  in  the  slacks. — Trent- 
sider.  ,  .  , 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  GloucEstershire).— 
On  Friday  in  hat  week,  Mrs.  Woodman  the  lessee  of  the 


To  Sportsmen.  —  Burberry's,  80,  Haymarket,  London,  and 
Basingstoke,  are  now  offering  at  Half  Price  their  '99  Model  and 
Stock  Sporting  Garments,  viz.  :  Gababdine  Unlinrd  Shooting 
Uoats,  218. ;  Breeches,  15b.  ;  Farmers'  Overcoats,  2l8. ;  White  Riding 
Breeches,  2l8.  Gabardine  Combination  Shooting  Coats,  SGs.  3d. 
and  3l8.  6d.;  Knlcker  Breeches,  21s.;  Burberry  Capes,  31s.  Cd. ; 
Long  Overcoats,  31b.  Cd.  Bain  Proofed  Tweed  Shooting 
Coats,  2i;8.  3d,  and  31b.  Gd. ;  'WaistcoatB,  78.  6d.  ;  Weather- All 
Coats,  3l8.  6d.   Sent  on  approval  on  receip  of  cheque  covering. 

Advt. 


Swan  Hotel  water,  placed  a  consignment  of  8in.  two-year- 
old  fariij  from  the  Itchen  in  her  two  miles  of  trouting 
water.  Mr.  Valentine  Corrie  was  the  consignee.  _  The 
trout  left  Winchester  in  the  morning,  and  were  in  the 
Bibury  water  by  three  o'clock  the  same  day,  not  a  fish 
being  sick  or  sorry,  and  seeming  quite  at  home  in  their 
new  quarters.  This  is,  I  believe,  the  first  Hampshire 
blood  that  has  ever  been  placed  in  the  Coin,  and  it  should 
eventually  very  much  improve  the  Upper  Coin  fisheries, 
already  very  well  stocked.  The  trout  being  in  a  very 
forward  state  this  year,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  lessee  of 
the  hotel  fishery  to  open  the  season  on  Monday,  March  20, 
a  week  earlier  than  usual.  Some  of  the  smaller  trout 
already  look  in  fair  condition.  March  Browns,  Hare's 
Lug  with  gold  ribs.  Red  Quill  Gnats,  and  Blue  Duns  will 
kill  well  about  this  time.— Sherry  Si'isnkr. 

Wltham,  flio.  (axid-lilnoolnshire).— There  has  not 
been  a  great  deal  of  angling  on  the  Witham  eince 
Christmas.  "The  river  itself  has  been  out  of  order  for  the 
most  part,  and  the  fish  are  believed  to  have  been  glutted 
with  worms  on  the  grass  during  the  floods.  A  few  odd 
takes  are  mentioned  on  the  side  streams,  from  the  Barlings 
river,  for  instance,  and  the  Sincil  Dyke.  The  other  day  a 
Lincoln  angler  got  14lb.  of  roach  from  the  latter  water 
with  brandling  worm.  Sport  on  the  Barlings  ia  always 
good  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  those  anxious  for  sport 
would  do  well  to  give  it  a  turn.  There  are  a  few  more 
looking  for  pike  than  at  any  time  since  Christmas,  but 
sport  has  not  been  very  productive.  Things  have  been 
very  quiet  on  the  drains  about  Boston,  but  I  hear  of  a  few 
roach  coming  to  hand  from  the  Fossdyke  at  Saxilby.— 
Luci. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).— The  salmon  season  com- 
mences on  Feb.  2.  River  for  some  time  past  has  been  in 
flood  from  3ft.  to  4ft.  at  Builth  Bridge.  Season  should 
open  well.— W.  B.  Roberts. 

Yare,  Wensum  (or  Upper  Tare),  Gapping, 
Stour,  &c.,  are  running  bank  high  in  most  places,  and 
are  flooding  the  adjicent  meadows  and  marshes.  They  are, 
like  clay,  and  do  not  look  as  if  they  would  be  fishable  till 
28th,  that  is  if  no  rain  falls  in  the  interim.  The  river 
at  Kelvedon  is  in  just  the  same  condition.  —  W,  H. 
Elsmore. 

Yore,  Svrale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Dove, 
Rye,  Riciall,  Onse,  &c.  (Yorkshire). —  Angling 
there  haa  been  very  little,  social  functions  being  the  order 
of  the  week  ;  one  of  the  most  important  was  the  eighth 
annual  dinner  of  the  Leeds  Angling  Society,  which  was 
held  at  the  headquarters  of  the  club  and  well-known 
angling  resort,  the  West  Riding  Hotel,  Leeds.  After 
the  fifty  members  and  their  friends  had  done  full  justice 
to  the  good  thi»g3  provided  by  host  Mr.  W.  G.  Royston, 
of  big  barbel  fame,  the  cloth  was  removed,  and  the  usual 
loyal  and  other  toasts  followed.  "  The  Queen  and  Royal 
Family,"  "  The  Army  and  Navy,  with  Auxilliary  Forces  " 
were  received  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  So  was  the 
"Absent-Minded  Beggar,"  and  the  collection  which 
followed  well  responded  to.  An  enjoyable  evening  waa 
spent.  Mr,  H.  Gale,  Mr.  J.  •Foulds,  jan.,  Mr.  C. 
Southers,  Mr.  R.  Johnson,  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Grassham,  and  others  contributed  to  the  harmony.  The 
annual  dinner  of  the  York  Melbourne  Angling  Society 
waa  held  on  Saturday  evening  at  the  headquarters,  the 
Melbourne  Hotel.  The  president,  Mr.  G.  Woolford  pre- 
sided, and  he  was  supported  by  Mr.  B.  Taylor,  Quarter- 
master Sergt.  Rayment,  Sergt.-Major  Rica,  Mr.  H. 
Chapman.  Mr.  G.  Stott,  Mr.  J.  Key,  Mr.  R.  Gray,  Mr. 
Power,  Mr.  J.  Loftus,  Mr.  T.  Welburn,  Mr.  R.  Leas 
Mason  (hon.  sec),  &c.  About  forty  members  and  friends 
sat  down  to  an  excellent  and  well-served  dinner,  on  the 
conclusion  of  which  the  chairman  proposed  the  loyal  toasts. 
Mr.  G.  Scott  submitted  the  toast  of  "The  Navy,  Army, 
and  Reserve  Forces."  Mr.  T.  Welburn  proposed"  Sacoeas 
to  the  Melbourne  Angling  Society."  He  axid  that, 
personally,  he  knew  little  of  the  doings  of  the  club,  but  in 
the  summer  season  he  frequently  read  records  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  from  those  reports  he  gathered  that  it 
accomplished  great  thingj  iu  the  angling  world.  Ita 
members  included  some  ot  the  most  accomplished  anglers 
in  the  city — men  who  could  always  hold  their  own  in  a 
pegged-down  csmpetiticn— and  the  prowess  of  one  of 
its  members  among  the  big  roach  had  created  quite  a  stir  in 
city  angling  circles.  He  knew  that  much  pleasure  was 
derivable  from  angling,  and  he  believed  that  the  harmony 
and  good  fellowship  engendered  among  the  members  on 
the  river  bank  were  carried  into  the  social  gatherings. 
The  chairman  replied,  and  said  he,  as  president  of  the 
society,  waa  proud  of  the  position  it  held  among  the 
angling  clubs  of  York.  A  member,  Mr.  Lennard  had 
brought  from  the  Derwent  cne  of  the  finest  samples  ot 
roach  that  had  ever  fallen  to  the  rod  of  an  angler.  He 
hoped  that  during  the  coming  season  the  club  would  be  as 
successful  as  it  had  been  in  the  past.  Mr.  E.  Taylor 
proposed  the  toast  of  "  Riparian  Owners  and  Gentlemen 
who  grant  permission  to  fish,  and  Donors  of  Prizes.' 
Mr.  G.  Amour  proposed  "The  Visitors,"  t)  which 
Mr.  J.  Loftus  and  Mr.  J.  Key  replied.  Mr.  Pattison 
proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  secretary  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  had  carried  out  his  honorary  duties. 
Mr.  G.  Amour  seconded,  and  the  proposition  was  ciriied 
unanimously.  Mr.  Mason  acknowledged  the  compliment. 
Mr.  B.  Brown,  in  highly  complimentary  terms,  submitted 
the  toast  of  "  The  Host  and  Hostess,"  to  which  the  chair- 
man replied.  During  the  evening  songs  were  sung  by  Mr. 
Ronald  Gray,  Mr.  Bower,  Mr.  Lennard,  Mr.  J.  Loftus, 
Mr.  A.  Keech,  Mr.  G.  Stott,  and  Mr.  R.  Trew.  Mr.  D. 
Marshall  was  the  accompanist.  After  the  singing  of  the 
"  A.M.B."  by  Mr.  Gray,  a  collection  in  aid  of  the  Soldiers 
Wives'  Relief  Fund  was  made,  and  £1  Is.  was  collected. 
The  City  of  York  Angling  Club  he'.d  th»K  annual 
general  meeting  on  Monday  evening  at  headquarters,  tte 
Albert  Hotel,  Skeldergate,  York.  The  secretary  said  the 
club  was  in  a  good  financial  position.    The  following 
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officers  were  elected :  Chairman,  Mr.  D.  S.  Wake ; 
Eccretary,  Mr.  R.  Edena ;  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  J.  Smith ; 
vice-chairman,  Mr.  A.  Pratt ;  committee,  Messrs.  Atkin- 
son, Broadley,  Wrigglesworth,  Smnrthwaite,  Wardle,  and 
Rowland.  Several  new  memters  were  enrolled.  The 
treasurer  presented  a  valuable  rod  to  be  competed  for  at 
the  first  match.  The  club  dinner  was  fixed  for  Feb.  12. 
The  Black  Ox  Angling  Club  (Bedale)  gave  one  of  their 
members,  viz.,  Mr.  Arthur  Spence,  who  has  volunteered  to 
go  to  the  front  (to  see,  as  he  put  it,  what  sort  of  fish  there  is 
in  the  Modder  and  other  rivers  in  South  Africa),  an 
enthusiastic  "  fend  off  "  on  Monday.  The  club  made  a 
subscription  amongst  themselves  and  friends  for  him,  and 
when  Mr.  Spencs  stepped  into  the  railway  carriage  Mr. 
A.  E.  Whitfield,  the  popular  hon.  secretary  of  the  club, 
handed  him  a  guinea,  lib.  of  tobacco,  a  pipe,  and  a  tobacco 
pouch,  as  a  small  reminder  of  the  many  pleasant  Bungling 
days  he  has  spent  with  the  members  of  the  club.  The 
hope  was  fervently  expressed  that  he  might  return  from 
the  front  safe  and  sound,  and  in  time  to  compete  for  the 
club's  challenge  cup  this  season.  Resident  anglers  on  the 
banks  of  the  Wharfe,  as  well  as  visitors,  will  regret  to  hear 
of  the  death  of  that  well-known  veteran  of  the  gentle  art, 
Mr.  Hezekiah  Dobson,  which  took  place  at  llkley  on 
Thursday  last,  in  the  seventy-second  year  of  his  age  The 
deceased  was  a  fine  old  gentleman,  and  one  of  the  most 
skilful  of  the  Wharfedale  anglers.  He  was  often  to  be 
seen  following  his  favourite  pastime.  He  knew  every  inch 
of  the  river  for  upwards  of  seven  miles,  and  in  his  day  has 
killed  thousands  of  trout  and  grayling  in  the  llkley  length. 
It  was  a  treat  and  an  object-lesson  to  watch  him  cast  a  fly, 
and  no  man  could  fish  "  the  running  worm  "  more  skilfully. 
In  conversation  with  several  secretaries  of  the  Wharfedale 
and  other  angling  clubs,  I  hear  there  is  a  few  vacincies  for 
members.  If  any  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  think  of 
joining  any  of  the  Yorkshire  Clubs  that  preserve  trout  and 
grayling  water,  I  shall  be  glad  to  furnish  them  with  further 
particulars.  Last  year  I  recorded  the  capture  of  a  couple 
of  large  pike  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  one  by  Capt.  R.  J. 
Gardiner,  Mount  Nugent,  weighing  301b.,  and  the  other, 
361b.,  by  Mr.  Husband,  of  Limeiick.  I  have  these  fish 
now  set  up  and  cased,  and  they  excite  much  attention 
from  resident  and  other  anglers,  many  of  whom  are 
visiting  Leeds  just  now  for  the  pantomimes,  &c.  At 
present  opportunities  for  angling  are  few  and  far  between. 
As  an  illustration,  I  took  a  pike  rod,  a  roach  pole,  bait  can, 
&c.,  down  to  the  Yore  to-day,  my  chief  object  being  to  try 
for  a  nice  pike  I  saw  yesterday.  Waiting  for  the  trout  that 
are  descending  the  Throstle  Nest  Beck  just  below  the 
Middleham  Bridge  into  the  main  river,  I  found  the  Yore 
itself  high  and  thick,  but  I  soon  caught  some  nice  dace 
with  the  red  worm,  and  this  fact  convinces  me  I  should 
soon  have  some  good  sport  to  record  if  the  weather  would 
only  remain  of  a  settled  character,  but  I  had  no  sooner 
reached  the  abode  of  Mr.  Pike  than  half  a  gale  from  the 
south-west  followed  by  heavy  rain  compelled  me  to  pack 
up  and  return  home.  I  hear  a  few  anglers  have  been  up 
the  Skell  and  Laver  at  Ripon  with  poor  results,  and  the 
Yore  in  that  neighbourhcod,  down  to  its  junction  with  the 
Onee,  has  been  unfisbable.  A  few  anglers  from  Stockton, 
Northalleiton,  &c.,  have_  visited  the  Swale,  but  beyond  a 
chub  or  two,  a  few  grayling,  roach,  and  dace,  nothing  has 
been  done,  and  no  better  accounts  come  to  hand  from  the 
Aire,  Wharfe,  Derwent,  Nidd,  &c.  The  weather  to-day 
is  abnormally  mild  for  the  time  of  year,  but  very  wild  and 
unsettled.— J.  E.  Milj-er  (Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds). 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Killin.— Jan,  18,  on  the  hotel  water,  Mr.  Clapham 
had  a  nice  salmon,  191b. ;  19th,  Mr.  Lees  had  one,  101b. ; 
20th,  Mr.  Lees,  one,  191b. ;  and  on  the  reserve  water  Mrs. 
Mid  wood  landed  one,  131b. 

Iiyon  (Poitingall).— On  the  17th  Mr.  Donald 
McNaughton  landed  a  beautiful  clean  run  salmon  of  211b. ; 
Mr  Hugh  McLellan  one  of  231b.  On  the  20th,  fishing  from 
the  Fortingall  Hotel,  Capt.  Paul  B.  Macphail  landed  a 
beauty  of  161b. ;  on  the  22nd,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  London, 
one,  201b.    River  in  good  ply. — Macitiail. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N,B.).— This 
river  has  not  yet  been  fished.  It  is  at  present  in  bad 
order,  owing  to  heavy  spates.  The  weather  has  been 
exceedingly  stormy.  On  the  neighbouring  river  Borgie, 
Mr.  Hugh  Bruce,  keeper,  went  out  on  the  opening  day, 
and  landed  a  fine  clean-run  fish,  supposed  to  be  the  first 
salmon  caught  in  the  county  of  Sutherland  this  season. 
— B. 

North-EaBt  of  Scotland.— The  prospects  for  the 
coming  season  on  the  Dee,  which  opens  in  a  couple  of 
weeks  now,  are  of  the  brightest.  The  open  winter,  the 
early  .lanuary  floods,  and  the  presence  of  fresh  fish  in  the 
pools  as  far  up  as  Potarch  and  Aboyne  all  point  to  an 
early  and  prolific  season.  Of  course,  the  complexion  of 
matters  might  be  changed  somewhat  by  the  advent  of  a 
fresh  snowstorm,  but  only  for  the  time  being,  as  there  is 
positive  and  reliable  evidence  of  a  good  head  of  fish  being 
well  forward  into  the  middle  reaches  already.  Mr.  J.  C 
Haslam  and  party  will  fish  the  Carlogie  section;  Mr. 
J.  C.  Deverell  and  son,  the  Borrowstone  water ;  the 
Hon.  Chas.  Fitzwilliam,  the  liallogie  water,  in  lien  of 
Mr.  Drammond,  who  does  not  intend  returning  to  the 
Dee  at  present  •  Mr.  Duncan  Davidson,  the  Sluie,  after  the 
first  three  weeks,  which  are  meantime  open  ;  Mr.  C.  II 
JoUifT  aTid  Mr.  It.  W.  iJurrows  will  fish  the  Woodend 
water;  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley,  the  Cairntoii  ;  Sir  .John 
Oladstoiio,  tlio  Upper  Blackhall  ;  and  Mr.  Hay,  tlio 
Loner  iSlackhall  waters.  The  Aboyne  Hotel  waters  are 
all  let  up  for  some  time  to  come,  but  some  of  the  lower 
b.'ats  arc  still  in  tho  market.  Itonts  agoing  are  about 
f.lie  tame  as  last  year,  with  alight  rises  for  any  really  tirst- 
clafH  water.  There  is  a  decided  slackening  in  the  demand 
for  far  inland  reaches,  as  also  for  low  down  waters  near 
the  sea,  and  this  is  the  first  indication  of  any  such  tendency 


for  a  dozen  years  back.  Little  can  be  said  with  regard  to 
the  Don  except  that  a  good  show  of  finnock  are  presently 
working  up  and  down  the  tidal.  The  Y'than  and  Dgie  do 
not  op?n  for  some  weeks  yet. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  weather  still  continues  wet 
over  this  part  of  the  country,  and  the  rivers  have  been 
running  pretty  full  of  flood  this  week.  There  were 
unmistakable  signs  of  new  spring  fish  running  in  the 
Solway  last  week-end,  and  no  doubt  some  have  ascended 
the  rivers.  The  prospects  of  the  Eden  are  considered 
hopeful  for  the  rods.  This  river  is  the  earliest  and  best 
in  the  Firth  for  spring  fish.  The  threatened  action  by  the 
Dumfriesshire  County  Council  against  the  Moffat  Com- 
missioners for  polluting  the  Annan  is  now  in  a  fair  way  of 
settlement.  The  authorities  are  going  to  expend  £2360 
on  the  Sutton  system  for  purifying  the  town  sewage,  and 
Mr.  Hope- Johnstone,  of  Annandale,  has  granted  a  site  for 
the  sewage  works  to  be  erected.  The  temperature  is  very 
mild  over  the  south  of  Scotland  for  this  period  of  the 
year. — Heatherbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast. — The  weather  this  week  was  stormy  and  wet, 
and  nothing  was  done  on  either  salt  or  fresh  water.  The 
Lagan,  as  we  stated  in  last  week's  issue,  opens  on 
Thursday  week,  the  1st  prox.  Already  local  anglers  are 
arranging  to  visit  the  Dromore  reaches  on  the  opening 
day.  Amongst  those  who  have  volunteered  for  service 
with  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  is  Mr.  William  Hunter, 
manager  of  the  well-known  gun  and  tackle  making  firm  of 
Hunter  and  Son,  Royal  Avenue.  He  is  one  of  the  best 
anglers  in  Ireland,  and  an  expert  rifle  and  revolver  shot. 
Mr.  Hunter  has  been  appointed  Armourer  Sergeant-Major 
to  the  Belfast  Company. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers. — The  Cork  rivers  continue  in  a  very 
flooded  state,  and  it  is  supposed  that  spring  salmon  have 
been  coming  up  freely  during  the  last  few  days  on  the 
earlier  waters.  The  prospects  for  the  angling  season  now 
near  at  hand  are  good  all  round,  especially  in  the  matter 
of  salmon.  It  is  too  early,  of  course,  to  form  an  opinion 
as  to  what  the  sea  trout  fishing  will  be  like,  but  the 
spawning  season  was  a  good  one  among  those  fish. 
Weather  fine  but  showery,  and  cold  at  times. — T.  J.  D. 

Kerry  Kivers. — The  majority  of  the  Kerry  rivers  are 
all  heavily  flooded,  especially  those  flowing  from  lakes. 
Angling  opens  on  the  earlier  waters  on  the  1st  pros., 
and  everything  points  to  a  good  spring  fishing,  though 
many  of  the  rivers  do  not  yield  good  sport  before  June. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  spawning  season  has  been 
one  of  the  most  successful  had  for  many  years  in  the 
county.  Spring  salmon  are  ascending  freely  in  the 
Currane  (WatervUle)  and  Lanne  at  time  of  writing. 

Eillarney. — All  waters  here  are  likely  to  be  in  good 
order  when  the  angling  opens  on  the  1st  prox.,  and 
anglers  are  very  hopeful  of  getting  good  sport,  especially 
among  salmon,  which  has  been  coming  up  freely  for  some 
time.    Weather  very  mild  just  now.— T.  J.  D. 

South  of  Ireland  Rivers.— Amongst  the  rivers 
that  open  on  Thursday  are  :  Suir,  Nore,  Barrow,  and 
their  tributaries  in  Waterford  district ;  Blackwater  and 
its  tributaries  in  Lismore  district ;  the  Bandon,  Lee,  and 
their  tributaries  in  Cork  district ;  the  Hen,  and  most  of 
the  Kerry  streams  in  Skibbereen  district. — J,  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— As  I 
predicted  last  week,  the  water  has  continued  to  run  down, 
and  to-day  the  river  register  shows  a  fall  of  12in.,  and  the 
stiff  north  wind  which  is  blowing  down  the  rapids  will  do 
the  rest — I  mean  that  the  salmon  and  trout  beats  will  be 
fit  by  Thursday,  Feb.  1,  when  the  season  1900  opens. 
Another  tiling  in  the  salmon  fisher's  favour  is  the 
extreme  mildness  of  the  weather.  As  I  write,  both  the 
thrush  and  throstle  are  gaily  singing  in  the  trees  opposite 
my  windows ;  and  yesterday  1  gathered  a  white  and 
golden  crocus  and  the  pale  primrose.  Of  course,  when  the 
weather  is  mild  the  salmon  run  up  from  the  estuary  much 
sooner  than  they  do  in  cold  weather.  We  had  experience 
of  this  last  February  (1890),  when  the  intensely  cold 
weather  and  violent  storms  which  then  prevailed  prevented 
the  fish  from  entering  the  fresh  waters.  Altogether,  I  am 
hopeful  that  the  spring  fishing  will  turn  out  well.  The 
heavy  fish  are  bound  to  ascend,  anyway. — S.  J.  Hurley 

SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (The  Pier).- Recent  results  seem  to  point  to  a 
near  termination  of  our  whiting  season,  neither  boata  nor 
pier  having  succeeded  in  making  good  returns.  Pier 
patrons  on  Jan.  21  were  Messrs.  Sanderson,  Owles, 
Machaness,  Glen,  Brown,  and  Gray,  but  the  day's  catch 
was  poor,  only  amounting  to  fifteen  dabs,  seven  whitin?, 
and  a  few  small  pouting.  On  Monday  seven  boats  put  off 
from  the  shore  to  try  for  whiting,  but  all  returned  without 
having  felt  a  bite.  A  line  cod  of  251b.  was  landed  by  a 
boatman  named  Storle,  it  having  become  entangled  in  one 
of  his  sprat  nets.  No  less  than  thirteen  anglers  tempted 
sport  from  the  pier  during  the  afternoon,  but  their  total 
catch  was  small,  the  only  whiting  taken  coming  on  to  feed 
between  six  and  eight  in  the  evening.  Tuesday's  catch 
was  inBi|;nificant,  though  some  half  dozen  good  dabs  were 
therein  included,  Mr.  Filmer  took  five  dabs  on  Wednes- 
day and  Mr.  Skilling  two,  but  whiting  were  conspicuous 
by  their  absenca. — J.  lliriiAuii.soN  (B.S.A.8.). 

Deal. — There  has  not  been  anj?  sea  fishing  with  rod  or 
line  worth  mentioning  for  some  little  time,  and  prospects 
are  very  poor.  Although  we  may  see  a  few  landed 
occasionally,  the  cream  of  the  season,  1  anticipate,  is 
onded. — i>.  IIaniikh  (H.S.A.S.). 

Flymouih. — Wo  are  still  having  very  fine  mild 
weather^  more  like  spring  than  winter.  The  rod  fishermen 
are  having  fine  sport  still  with  the  mullet  and  baas  ;  in 
fact,  for  years  we  hav(^  not  had  such  a  run  of  luck  as  we 
are  having  now.  The  fish  are  large,  and  there  are  plenty 
of  them  ;  tlio  largest  are  caught  at  night,  or  after  dark. 
The  prawn  fishermen  are  having  some  fine  oatcheiti  in  the 


traps ;  they  set  them  along  the  inside  of  the  breakwater, 
and  I  have  seen  some  very  fine  ones  which  were  taken  this 
week.  The  boat  fishermen  have  been  doing  well  with 
pouting  and  blain,  taking  from  five  to  eight  dozen  per 
boat.  The  fish  are  very  fine,  and  are  in  good  condition, 
and,  when  split  and  dried  and  lightly  smoked,  prove  a  very 
dainty  morsel. — W.  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Bundzowes  (co.  Donegal).— Since  last  report  this 
river  has  got  still  higher,  and  at  present  is  overflowing  ittf, 
banks  for  miles  along  the  river,  and  flooding  the  meidows 
to  a  considerable  depth.  The  rainfall  here  during  the 
past  week  has  been  exceptionally  heavy.  Some  large  fresh 
run  salmon  were  in  several  pools  in  the  river  during  the 
past  week.  Some  of  the  kelts  are  now  returning  seaward,  i 
At  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  very  stormy,  and, 
continues  to  rain  heavily  at  intervals.  Still,  perhaps  the 
river  may  yet  be  in  fair  fishing  order  by  Feb.  1. — M. 
Rogan  and  Son.s. 

Bamsgate.— Just  now  fine  dabs  and  codling  are  being 
taken  from  the  Marina  Pier.  An  angler  hooked  a,  cod  on 
the  morning  of  the  21st,  while  dab  fishing  there  with  small 
hooks,  but  before  the  hoop-net  that  is  kept  on  the  pier 
could  be  lowered  to  land  it  in  the  fish  broke  away.  Small 
bass,  pollack,  and  flounders  are  plentiful  near  the  West 
Pier  landing  stages,  and  take  rock  worms  freely.  Some 
nice  eels  have  been  taken  on  same  bait.  Weather  bright 
but  windy.— W.  E.  Laker. 

Scarborough. — The  most  successful  match  of  the 
season  in  connection  with  the  Scarborough  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  took  place  at  Hayburn  Wyke  on  Saturday  after- 
noon last.  Upwards  of  twenty  rods  turned  out  and 
journeyed  by  the  12.5  train.  Owing  to  the  state  of  the 
tide  (low  water)  f  doubts  were  expressed  by  some  of  the 
anglers  as  to  the  sport  they  would  obtain,  but  their 
pessimism  was  quickly  dispelled  by  a  concert  of  rod  bells, 
which  continued  throughout  the  afternoon.  Some  fine  feata 
of  gaffing  were  witnessed  on  the  appearance  of  big  fish.  The 
weigh-in  took  place  at  the  clubhouse.  Ye  Olde  Bar  Hotel, 
at  6,30,  as  follows  :  1st,  C.  Grant,  three  cod,  2Ilb.  Soz. ; 
2nd,  James  Leeman,  one  cod,  lUb.  lOoz. ;  3rd,  S.  Middle- 
ton,  two  cod,  lllb.  83Z. ;  4th,  John  Appleby,  one  cod, 
111b.  2oz.;  5th,  Franklin,  two  cod,  101b.  Soz. ;  6th,  JameB 
Bistimin,  one  cod,  81b.  This  is  the  first  time  the  club- 
has  fished  a  match  in  the  Wyke,  but  it  will  not  be  the  last, 
as  in  all  probability  another  match  will  be  arranged  for 
the  same  ground,  to  take  place  this  day  week.  One  or  two 
181b.,  and  several  of  151b.,  have  been  had  within  the  last 
few  weeks. — H.  Cdnliffe. 


The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Feb.  2. 


Scarborough 


Tarmoatb 


Lowestoft 
Aldeburgh 
Harwich  ,., 


Southend,  Sheer-) 
nesB,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad- 
stairs, 
gate. 

Deal  and  Dover... 


:gate,  Broad- 
airs  &Ilams-> 
ite.  ■      ■  > 


Hastings  . 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  / 

Newhaven   

Shoreham  and) 
Southwick  J 

Portsmouth  and) 
Uayling  Islandj 

Plymonth   


Sat, 

Sun. 

Mon, 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Frl. 

a  m, 
0,  8 
p.m. 
6.47 

a.m. 
1.23 
p.m. 
1.56 

a  m. 
2.26 
p  m. 
2.55 

a.m. 
3,22 
p  m. 
3.47 

a.m. 
4.10 
p  m 
4.32 

a.m. 

4.54 
p  m. 
5.16 

a  m., 
5  38 
p.m. 
6.  0 

5.  .3 
5.41 

6.18 
6.53 

7.24 
7.50 

8.15 
8.39 

9.  3 
9.27 

9..50 
10.14 

10,37 
10.59 

5,46 
6.24 

7.  0 
7.35 

8.  7 
8.33 

8.. 57 
9.21 

9.46 
10.  9 

10.33 
10.66 

11.20 
11.42 

6.34 
7.13 

7.48 
8.24 

8.54 
9.21 

9.45 
10.  9 

10.34 
10.57 

11.21 
11.45 

o"? 

7.53 
8.;il 

9.13 
9.49 

10.20 
10.48 

11.14 
11.39 

0.  2 

0.25 
0.48 

1.11 
1.34 

8  50 
9.31 

10.11 
10.40 

11.16 
11.42 

0.  7 

0.31 
0..55 

1.18 
1.40 

 r 

2.  i 

2.24 

7.46 
8.28 

9.  8 
9.44 

10.16 
10.43 

11.  8 
11.38 

11.57 

0.19 
0.41 

1,  8 
1,25 

7.  G 
7.4G 

,S.23 
8.  .55 

9.24 
9.51 

10.18 
10.44 

11.  9 
11.34 

0.  1 

0.26 
0.4» 

6.4.5 
7.20 

8.  3 
8.35 

9.  4 
9.31 

9.67 
10.24 

10.48 
11.  9 

11,39 

0.  » 
0.27 

7.14 
7.54 

S.81 
9.  3 

9.32 
9  59 

10.26 
10.52 

11.17 
11.42 

0,  7 

o.si 
o,eS 

7.38 
8.20 

8.54 
9.24 

9.50 
10.16 

10.39 
11,  1 

11.24 
11.47 

0.  9 

0,30 
0.61 

7.31 
S.ll 

8.4S 
9.20 

9.49 
10.16 

10.43 
11.  9 

11.84 
11.54 

0.24 

0.4« 
1.1! 

7.45 
S.2C 

9.  3 
9.37 

10.  7 
10.34 

10.58 
11.21 

11.44 

0.  7 

0,32 

0.6i 
1.18 

1.80 
2.U 

2.54 
3,30 

4.  4 
4.34 

5.  2 
6.28 

5.52 
6.16 

6.40 
7.  8 

7.28, 
7.45 

STOP  PRESS. 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  TKLKURArn.- Friday,  Jan.  25. 

Dover. — W.N,W. ;  moderate. 
Deal.— S.W. ;  smooth. 
Ramsoatk. — W. ;  smooth. 
MARdATK. — W. ;  choppy. 

A  (liiAMi  Si'nc'iu.A  I  iiiN,  In  these  days  of  llnancial  unreal,  is  a 
rare  thing  for  pooplo  with  spare  capital  to  como  across.  It  is, 
tliercfoi-i',  rcfrosliliiK  to  know  that  in  piirchaslng  a  box  of 
llolloway'ii  I'llls,  good  viUuo  for  money  ran  bo  obtalnoil,  Thoy 
never  fail  to  give  instant  relief  from  jiain,  and  no  disease  can 
long  wltbstanil  their  purifying  influonce,  A  few  appropriato 
dosoB  at  tlio  i)i  (i]ier  period  will  prevent  many  a  serious  lllnoss. 
Thoir  primary  action  is  upon  the  blood,  stomach,  livor,  kliinoys, 
anil  bowels.  ThoIr  secondary  action  strengtbcns  the  nervous 
conlros.  Ni>  drug  can  be  so  harmless  yot  bo  anlagonistio  to 
dlNordcrs  cauBcd  by  bniln  worry.  The  most  perfect  rolianco  may 
bo  i)lacod  upon  their  regulating  and  rcnovatbig  vlrtuCB, 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Jingling  ^xxiuxcs. 

Janoary  28. 

Allason  United  :  Match  at  Hampton. 

Amicable  Waltonians :  Match. 

Battersea  Pisoitorials  :  Match  at  Shepperton. 

Blenheim  :  Lai)sed  prize  outing. 

Burlington  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Boome  End* 

Cambridge  Friendly :  Match. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers :  Competition. 

Collinjjwood  :  Match  at  Taplow. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  :  Competition. 

Lincoln  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Stockwell :  Match  at  Datchet. 

Sundial :  Outing  to  Rickmansworth. 

Walworth  Waltonians :  Competition. 

Wellington  :  Match  at  Datchet. 

White  Hart :  Match. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials :  Match. 
January  29. 

Admiral  Blake :  Benefit  concert. 

Pisjatorial  Society  :  Smoking  conceit. 

Stepney :  Visit. 
January  30. 

Gresham  :  Annual  general  meeting. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Supper. 
January  31. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
February  1. 

Harcourt ;  A.B.S.  concert. 
February  3. 

,  Park  :  Concert  in  aid  of  Fishing  Gazette  T6ba,<ioo  Fund. 


-Albion  Brothers :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
-Battersea  Friendly :  Match  at  Cookham. 
-Camden  :  Match  at  Henley. 
-Clapham  Junction  :  Match  at  Bourne  End, 
-Dalston :  Match. 

-Good  Intent ;  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
-Junior  Piscatorial  Society  :  Competition, 
-Serapis  :  Outing  to  Sandy. 
-Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
-Amicable  Waltonians :  Visit. 
-Cosy  :  Visit. 
-Eagle  :  Smoking  concert. 
-Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Competition, 
-Carlton  :  Match  at  Eichmond. 
-Jubilee  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
-Stepney :  Match  at  Ware. 
-Victoria  Brothers :  Outing. 
-West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 
-Hearts  of  Oak:  A.B.S.  concert. 
-Battersea  Friendly :  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr. 
Wade  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S. 
1. — Good  Intent :  Supper. 
-Gresham  :  Bohemian  concert  (ladies'  night). 
-Holloway :  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing. 
March  1.— Limehonse  Piscatorials:  "Cinderella"  dance. 
-Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 


Feb.  4.—. 

„  4.. 

„  4.- 

„  i.- 

..  4.- 

„  4.- 

>,  4.- 

„  4.- 

„  4.- 

„  o.- 
6.- 
7-- 

„  11.- 

„  11.- 

„  11.- 

„  11.- 

„  11.- 

„  11.- 

„  12.. 

„  13.- 

„  13. 
>,  13.- 
14.- 

18.  ' 
1.- 

19.  - 


lepotts  ftm  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  ns  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Breninf.  AiMress  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Bun.-itan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
RzPORT  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— (No.  1  Eastern  District). 
—The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Stepney  A.S.,  Bee 
Hive,  Rhodeswell-road,  Stepney,  on  Monday  next,  Jan.  29. 
Anglers  and  friends  who  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend 
will  oblige.— G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
List. — My  next  visit  on  the  above  list  goes  to  the 
Amicable  Waltonians,  at  their  new  headquarters,  the 
George  and  Dragon  (late  Pierpoint),  St,  John-street, 
Clerkenwell,  E.C.,  on  Monday,  Feb.  5,  not  Jan.  29,  as 
previously  reported  by  your  humble.  I  hope  on  this 
auspicious  occision  wo  shall  get  nearly  all  the  societies  of 
London  represented.  The  A.W.A.8.  are  good  visitors, 
and  let  us  hope  when  the  roll  is  called  to  see  at  the  least 
fifty  clubs  registered.  The  next  club  following  the 
A.W.A.S.  I  hope  will  be  present,  so  they  may  take  their 
visit  and  give  me  date  of  same. — Ben  Aueaiiams. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Angling  Com- 
petition.—Committee  Rooms :  Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge- 
street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.— Important  to  all  the  committee 
who  have  paid  deposits,  Ac,  that,  on  account  of  illness  of 
our  hostess,  the  dinner  announced  to  take  place  on 
Thursday  next  will  be  postponed,  but  a  meeting  takes 
place  on  that  date— Feb.  1— and  all  the  above  committee 
will  please  attend.  I  have  something  good  for  the 
committee,  also  good  news.  Absenteaa  will  miss  a  grand 
chance.— Bf:N  Aubaiiams. 

Admiral  Blake  AngUng  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove,  W.  —  Our  match  on  Jan.  21  resulted  in  the 
prizes  being  won  in  the  order  named  :  Mr.  G.  Tipper, 
Mr.  Maker,  and  Mr.  Steadman  with  shows  of  dace, 
pur  annual  concert  is  postponed  to  the  29th,  and  will 
be  set  apart  as  a  benefit  for  Mr.  A.  Checkley,  member 
of  the  above,  who,  hig  wife  having  died  suddenly,  leaving 
four  young  children  to  his  care,  finds  himself  in  very 
straitened  circumstances.  Admission  will  be  by  programme 


only.   All  anglers  and  friends  are  cordially  invited.  Com- 
mence 8  o'clock  sharp.    A  record  attendance  is  anticipated. 
— H.  Langton. 
Albion    Brotbera    Angling     Society,  The 

Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney. — The  match 
originally  fixed  for  Jan.  2!^,  at  Hampton,  has  been 
abandoned,  and  another  decided  upon,  to  take  place  at 
St.  Margaret's  on  Feb.  4  ;  first  and  second  trains  allowed. 
Show  fish  at  Rose  and  Crown  at  six  o'clock. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  HiU  Gate,  W.— 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  sweepstakes  outiug  duly 
acknowledged  in  last  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has 
fallen  through.  Not  many  members  had  signified  their 
willingness  to  go,  and  we  thought  fit  to  abandon  it  for 
some  future  date,  and  when  the  waters  are  more  suitable. 
The  members  who  weighed-in  on  Jan.  21  from  Thames 
were:  Arthur  Osborne,  over  31b.  of  roach;  H.  Smith, 
roach ;  Mr.  Brown,  roach ;  and  Charles  Slick,  roach. 
Otter  Wheeler  had  a  score  of  dabs  from  the  pier,  South- 
end, and  lost  his  best  fish  at  the  extension — a  good  plump 
flounder.  He  ofEed  up  the  usual  prayer  on  the  ead  loss. 
— Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  Jan.  21  the 
following  weighed-in :  Mr.  Drew,  sen.,  roach,  chub,  and 
dace;  Mr.  Drew,  jun.,  roach;  and  Mr.  Hall,  roach. 
Members  are  requested  to  make  themselves  eligible  for  the 
next  outing,  which  will  take  place  shortly. — J.  Chambers, 

Amicable  Waltouian  Angling  Society,  George 
and  Dragon  (late  Pierpont),  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell. 
— On  Jan.  21  several  members  were  out,  but  on  account 
of  the  floods  only  one  weighed-in— Mr.  Millen,  with  a 
very  nice  show  of  roach.  On  Jan.  28  the  members  fish 
for  a  series  of  prizes ;  all  members  competing  to  go  by 
first  train  on  the  morning.  On  Feb.  5  the  return  visit  on 
the  No.  2,  Eastern  District,  takes  place  at  the  above 
house,  when  we  hope  to  see  as  many  of  our  brother  anglers 
and  friends  that  can  attend,  being  the  first  visit  to  our  new 
quarters.- E.  R.  Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— On  Jan.  21  Messrs.  H. 
Mallett,  S3n.,  C.  Cannar,  and  H.  Hamiltcn  had  nice  shows 
of  fish  from  the  Thames.  On  Jan.  24  several  matters 
concerning  the  pike  competition  were  discussed,  and  a  good 
attendance  desired  at  next  meeting. — W. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  8.W.— On  Jan,  21  Mr,  A. 
Jenkins  and  Mr.  W.  Thomas  weighed-in  roach  and  perch. 
Mr.  W.  Wade  has  kindly  consented  to  give  us  his  lantern 
lecture,  entitled  "  Fishing  and  Holiday  Trips "  by  the 
S.E.  Railway,  on  Feb.  13,  when  I  hope  to  receive  the 
support  of  all  club  members  in  the  south  and  north  of 
London,  as  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  that  grand  institution 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  Our  match  for  the 
meat  tea  takes  place  on  Feb.  4,  at  Cookham.  Winners 
to  pay  Is.,  losers  23. ;  any  gentleman  can  take  part  in 
this  match, — A.  Dejonge. 

Battersea  Piscatorial  Society,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  Battersea, — Our  match  takes  place  at 
Shepperton  (roving)  on  the  28th,  Train  leaves  Clapham 
Junction  at  8.3  a.m,,and  returns  at  8  p.m.  from  Shep- 
perton,—T.  Trinqoam, 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pa«k,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E,— Mr,  J,  Smith  and  Mr.  J. 
Hobbs  were  the  only  two  members  to  weigh-in  on  Jan.  21, 
the  former  having  a  fine  show  of  roach  from  the  Thames, 
301b. ;  and  on  Jan.  24  Mr.  J.  Smith  again  weighed-in  351b. 
of  splendid  roach,  and  host  Shepherd  191b.  of  roach  from 
the  same  river.  The  next  outing  for  the  February  series 
of  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  11.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  all  members  should  fish  one  stretch  of 
water  on  the  Thames,  and  members  are  particularly 
requested  to  attend  the  next  two  meetings  to  arrange  for 
same.    The  prizes  are  seven  in  number.-7ALF.  Conn. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Windsor  Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  Jan.  21 
Mr.  J.  Taylor  weighed-in  roach  and  bream,  71b.  2oz. ; 
Mr.  J.  Roach,  roach,  51b.  6|oz. ;  Mr.  F.  S.  Pavett,  roach 
and  perch ;  Mr.  C.  Davis  and  Mr.  R.  Lummes,  roach.  On 
Jan.  24  Mr.  R.  Busse  was  elected  a  working  member. 
Jan.  31  will  be  audit  night,  Mr.  J.  Morrell  and  Mr.  J. 
Neale  being  the  auditors  appointed.  Our  grand  concert 
on  behalf  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  Tobacco  Fund  "  takes 
place  on  Feb.  12.— T.  Paternoster. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — Mr.  C. 
Parmenter  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  roach  on  the  2l8t ; 
Mr.  KeUey  had  bream  and  roach.  Other  members  were 
out,  but  did  not  weigh-in. — F.  Randall. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Foun- 
tain's Abbey,  Praed-street,  W. — There  will  ba  four  prizes 
to  compete  for  at  Windsor  on  Jan.  28.  On  Wednesday 
last  Mr,  A.  Rylott  weighed-in  eight  roach  weighing 
101b.  3oz.,  largest  fish,  lib.  lloz.— W.  Sdtton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angiing  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bisnop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — At  our  match  at  Bures,  on  Jan.  21,  there 
were  very  few  casualties,  owing  to  the  enemy  being 
strongly  entrenched  and  the  river  in  flood.  The  following 
were  reported  at  headquarters  as  having  had  engagements  : 
H,  Everett,  first;  G.Webb,  second;  D.  Dawson,  third ; 
W.  Argent,  fourth ;  E.  Argent,  fifth  ;  P.  Loft,  sixth  ; 
and  L.  Stephenson,  seventh.  Another  engagement  takes 
place  from  St.  Margaret's  Bridge  to  Buntingford  Railway 
Bridge,  from  9.30  a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  on  Jan.  28,  when  it  is 
expected  that  the  enemy's  positions  will  be  taken  by 
storm  by  those  who  did  not  take  part  in  the  last  engage- 
ment.  J.  Lee  and  P.  Loft  wiU  command  th?  division.— 

1'.  LOKT. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— On  the  2l8t 
Mr.  Whipps  showed  a  well-fed  jack  of  51b.  2oz.,  ,Mr. 


Taylor  having  roach  from  the  Lea.  We  fish  for  four 
prizes  at  Henley  on  Feb.  1 ;  jack  barred  ;  two  rods  ;  club 
rules.    All  to  return  by  the  5.2.5  train.— R.  Marshall. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — Our  next  outing  will  take  place  at 
Richmond  on  Feb.  11,  between  Riohniond-road  Bridge  and 
Tcddington  Lock ;  peg-down ;  all  fish  to  weigh.  The 
only  member  to  weigh-in  this  year  so  far  is  W,  Fayers, 
who  had  some  good  roach  and  captured  a  small  jick 
(about  21b.)  on  fine  roach  tackle.— W.  B.  F. 

Central  Association  Visiting  tist.— On  Monday 
last  the  return  visit  to  the  Collingwood  A.S.  was  a  most 
pleasant  and  successful  affair.  Mr.  J.  JefTerys  ("  Straw 
Hat  "),  the  president  of  the  club,  officiated  as  chairman, 
and  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse,  vice-chairman.  Twenty-eight 
societies  were  found  to  be  well  represented.  Next  visit 
going  to  the  Cosy  A.S. — W, 

Clapham  ^function  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winetanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8,W.— 
Result  of  our  match  on  the  2l8t  were  as  follows  :  First, 
S.  Lapwood  J  second,  J,  Willgoss ;  third.  A,  Ward ; 
fourth,  W.  Davis.  On  Feb.  4  we  fish  our  eleventh  days' 
outing  at  Bourne  End.— G.  T.  .Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
Iiist.  —  A  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Dibden  A.S. 
on  Monday  evening,  Mr.  Elton  in  the  chair.  Eleven 
societies  were  well  represented,  viz.,  (freat  Northern 
Brothers,  Lincoln,  Eustonian,  Amicable  Waltonians, 
North  London,  Camden,  Royal  George,  Dibden,  Original, 
Clerkenwell,  Camden  and  Kentish,  and  Victoria  Brothers. 
It  was  arranged  that  the  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Great 
Northern  Brothers,  the  Original  Clerkenwell  to  follow  on 
the  date  later. — F.  Castell, 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S,E. — We  fish  our 
monthly  outing  at  Taplow  Jan.  28,  roving,  from  Boulter's 
Lock  to  Cookham  Ferry  ;  two  rods.  Minnows  and 
gudgeon  maybe  used  as  bait.  Trains :  Farringdon  Station, 
8  a.m.,  for  Paddington ;  8.40  to  Taplow ;  return  from 
Taplow  6.3  p.m.  Our  Central  visit  on  Jan.  22  went  off 
very  well,  twenty-eight  clubs  being  represented.  Mr.  Jeffrey 
{"  Straw  Hat ")  took  the  chair,  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse  in  vice- 
chair.  Mr.  Elsmore,  Mr,  Wade,  Mr,Crumplen,  Mr.Deplidge, 
Mr.  C.  Watling,  and  Mr.  W.  Mnsgrave  were  also  present. 
The  pianist  I  had  engaged  wired  at  7.30  p.m.  Monday  to 
say  he  could  not  come,  and  I  had  to  get  the  first  I  could 
lay  hands  on,  which  accounts  for  the  bid  accompaniment 
until  Mr.  W.  Musgrave  kindly  came  to  the  rescue,  and 
took  the  piano  in  hand,  and  on  behalf  of  members  and  self 
I  wish  to  thank  him  for  doing  us  such  a  good  turn. — F.  P. 

SOEGE. 

Cosy  An^^llng  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckmgham  Gate,  8.W. — We  have  a  visit  on 
the  Central  Association  List  on  Tuespay,  Feb.  6,  when  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  angling  fiiends. — J.  White, 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society.  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C. — On  Jan.  21  Messrs.  Curtis  and 
Massey,  jun.,  had  bream,  dace,  and  jick;  Cutbust  and 
Massey,  sen.,  had  good  bags  of  roach  and  dace,  Massey's 
lirgest  roach  going  lib.  2oz. — W.  Massey. 

Ralston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalatcn, — On  Jan.  21  very  few  members 
were  out.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  none  of  them  were  able 
to  score.  On  Tuesday,  Jan,  23,  there  was  a  very  full 
attendance,  when  it  was  decided  that  a  boundary  match 
should  take  place  in  the  Thames  on  Feb,  4.  Full  par- 
ticulars to  be  obtained  at  the  clubhouse, — S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Very  few  members 
have  been  out  lately  owing  to  the  bad  weather,  but  our 
new  member,  Mr.  Matthews,  showed  111b.  5oz.  of  nice 
roach  on  Jan,  21.  Our  return  visit  on  the  CD.V,  List 
took  place  on  Monday  last,  and  was  very  successful, 
considering  eleven  clubs  answered  the  roll  caU,  I  bag  to 
thank  those  members  who    so    kindly   attended, — E. 

COLTMAN. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
AU  Saints' -road,  Westbourne  Park. — Most  of  our  members 
have  been  out  during  the  week,  and  had  some  small  shows 
of  roach  and  dace.  A  special  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  Jan.  31. — W.  Jenkins. 

Bagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  Tottenham.— 
During  the  last  week  several  members  have  had  nice  takes 
of  fish.  Messrs,  W.  Denton,  jack  ;  W.  Denton,  jon,, 
jack  (best  41b.) ;  J.  P.  Barlow,  one  and  a  half  dozen  roach 
and  dace ;  G.  Langton,  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace ; 
J.  Dyer,  jack.  The  next  smoking  concert  will  take  place 
on  Feb.  7,  at  8.30  p.m.  Members  of  angling  societies 
cordially  invited. — D.  L.  Lucey, 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Isaac  Newton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital, — We  had  a  fine  show 
of  fish  on  the  2l8t  by  Messrs.  Ellins,  roach,  dace,  chub, 
and  perch,  211b.;  Verity,  roach,  131b.;  Mitchell,  roach, 
131b. ;  Crow,  roach,  51b.— A.  W,  Ellins, 

Oood  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Church 
street,  Shoreditch. — There  has  been  some  good  class 
roach  weighed-in  this  last  three  weeks  by  Messrs.  W. 
Evhorn,  Thompson,  Moore,  and  T.  Parker.  On  the  16ch 
Mr.  Evhorn  had  seven  roach,  scaling  51b.  14joz.  The 
members  will  fish  for  eight  prizes  on  Feb.  4,  at  St. 
Margaret's;  all  start  by  the  9  8  a.m.  train.  Our  annual 
will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  13.  Chairman,  Mr.  J. 
Williams  ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  W,  Maybury  ;  caterer,  Mr. 
Mignott,  Brougham-road,  Hackney.  Supper  on  the  table 
nine  o'clock  sharp.  I  am  sorry  to  report  the  death  of  two 
of  our  oldest  members — Mr.  T,  Weeley  and  Mr,  F.  Rayner. 
Two  in  one  quarter  is  very  melancholy.  They  were  very 
much  respected  by  their  fellow  members.  Peace  be  with 
them. — R.  Murphy. 

Harcourt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W. — Two  of  our  members  weighed-in 
on  Jan.  21  roach  and  perch  from  the  Thames.  The  shows 
seem  to  be  getting  beautifully  less  every  week.   I  hope  we 
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SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANITS  NEW  BOOKa 


AT  ALL  THE  BEST  LIBRAEIES  AND  B00K8ELLEBS\ 
The  Westminster  Gazette  says:  "  Reading  of  Ms  trials  and  triumphs,  admirably 
set  forth  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  of  his  unerring  jadgment  and  prompt  decision,  we  are 
almost  tempted  to  exclaim 

OH,   FOR  AN  HOUR  OF  WELLINGTON." 
In  2  handsome  royal  870.  vols.,  863.  net.    With  very  fine  Photogravure  and  other 
Portraits,  Maps,  Battle  Flans,  <&c. 

THE  LA.RGE  SECOND  EDITION  IS  NOW  REA.DY 

OF  THE  ENTIRELY 

New  Life  of  Wellington. 

By  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  HERBERT  MAXWELL,  Bart.,  M.P. 

"  Excellent."— Times.  "  A  brilliant  succass,"— Daily  Graphic. 

"  Masterly."— Pall  Mall  Gazette. 

"  In  the  front  rank  of  biographies." — Guardian. 

"  By  far  the  most  complete  and  satisfactory  biography  Of  the  great  Duke." — Field. 


Two  Timely  Books  on  South  Afrioam 

SIDE  LIGHTS  ON  SOUTH  AFRICA. 


NEW  WORK  BY  THE  AUTHOR  OF  "  IRONCLADS  IN  ACTION," 
(Now  in  its  SIXTH  EDITION.) 

THE  DOWNFALL  OF  SPAIN. 

Naval  History  of  the  Spanish  -  American  War. 

By  H.  W.  WILSON,  Author  of  "  Ironclads  in  Action." 

Demy  8to.,  with  numerous  Full-Page  Illustrations,  Maps,  Charts,  and  Battle  Plans, 

143,  net.  IReady. 


A  NEW  WORK  BY  CAPTAIN  MAHAN, 

LESSONS  OF  THE  WAR  WITH  SPAIN. 

Crown  8vo.,  cloth  extra,  10s.  6d.  net.  [Ready, 

"  Captain  Mahan's  whole  aim  has  always  been  to  invest  the  transactions  of  the  past 
with  an  immediate  interest  for  the  present,  and  to  extract  from  them  lessons  of 
permanent  value  and  significance ;  and  the  conscientious  way  in  which  he  discharges  his 
duty  as  a  teacher  and  master  of  a  highly  technical  craft  never  betrays  him  into  being 
either  dull  or  unintelligible  to  the  average  lay  mind,  .  .  .  His  general  survey  of  the 
naval  and  military  position,  both  in  his  own  country  and  in  Spain,  when  the  war  first 
commenced,  is  profoundly  interesting,  not  only  as  a  historical  record,  but  owing  to  its 
Buggestiveness  with  regard  to  certain  problems  of  the  highest  importance  to  this  country, 
and  more  especially  with  reference  to  the  defenoa  of  an  extensive  seaboard," — Standard. 


"A  BOOK  FOR  EVERY  ONE,"- Scotsman. 

OUR  NAVY  FOR  A  THOUSAND  YEARS. 

A  Concise  Account  of  all  the  Principal  Operations  in  which  the 
British  Navy  has  been  Engaged  from  the  time  of  King 
Alfred  to  the  Recapture  of  Khartoum. 

By  Capt,  S.  BARDLET- WILMOT,  R.N.,  Author  of  "  Life  of  Vice- Admiral 

Lord  Lyons,"  &c. 

Illustrated,   Crown  870.,  cloth  extra,  63.  [Noiv  Readij, 

"  Not  only  alive  with  interest,_  but  should  make  a  valuable  book  of  reference, 
...  A  more  complete  and  concise  record  in  popular  form  of  the  growth  and 
achievements  of  our  Navy  could  hardly  be  desired  than  this." — Glasgow  Herald, 

' ' '  Our  Navy '  should  find  its  way  to  all  school  libraries  ;  its  educational  value  conld 
hardly  be  overrated." — Saturday  Review, 


By  ROY  DEVEREUX. 
With  a  Map.   Crown  8vo,,  cloth  extra,  63. 


\_Now  Ready. 


Contents  :— I.  On  the  Edge  of  the  South.  II.  Politics  at  the  Cape.  III.  The 
City  of  Gold  (Johannesburg).  IV.  What  I  saw  of  Pretoria  (containing  an  Interview  with 
President  Kruger).  V.  In  Bechuanaland  (Mafeking).  VI.  The  Evolution  of  Rhodesia. 
VII.  The  Chartered  Company  and  Mr.  Rhodes.  VIII.  Kimberley  as  it  b.  IX.  The 
Garden  Colony  (Natal).  X,  In  Portuguese  Territory  (Delagoa  Bay),  containing  an 
Interview  with  Presidant  Steyn,  of  the  Orange  Free  State.  XI.  Under  Tricolour  and 
Eagle  (Madagascar  and  German  East  Africa),  XII.  British  Bast  Africa.  XIII.  Some 
Observations  and  Reflections. 

"  Admirable.  .  .  .  The  Authoress  deals  with  the  permanent  elements  of  the 
situation  in  South  Africa  .  ,  .  with  problems  which  wiU  test  our  be8t_  English 
statesmanship  after  the  war.  .  .  .  The  charm  and  value  of  the  book  consist  in  its 
treatment  of  the  South  African  question,  as  a  question  not  only  of  Imperial  politics  but 
of  advancing  civilisation,  and  of  a  humanity  broader  and  more  generous  than  has  ever 
emerged  into  the  Boer's  conception  of  the  State," — Daily  News. 

"  '  Side  Lights '  is  often  illuminating  and  always  bright  and  entertaining." — African 
Review.   

ON  THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN  FRONTIER. 

The  Adventures  and  Observations  of  an  American  in  Rhodesia. 
By  WILLIAM  HARVEY  BROWN. 

With  32  Illustrations  and  2  folding  Maps,    Demy  8?o.,  cloth  extra,  143,  net. 

"  The  fact  that  Mr.  Brown  has  mainly  confined  himself  to  the  things  that  he  saw 
with'.his  own  eyes  gives  his  book  considerable  value  ;  it  is  written  in  an  agreeably  simple 
and  modest  fashion,  which  commends  it  to  the  reader."— Athen.tum. 

"An  excellent  book  of  its  kind,  accurate  without  being  pedantic,  and  picturesque 
without  effort,  ,  .  ,  Its  excellent  illustrations  add  to  its  attractiveness."— Daily 
Telegraph. 

BLACK  JAMAICA. 

By  W.  P.  LIVINGSTONE.    Crown  8vo.,  cloth,  63.  [Ready. 

The  part  which  the  missionaries  took  in  the  critical  emancipation  period,  their 
labours  in  every  direction  as  civilising  agents,  and  the  work  done  by  them  in  all  the 
turmoil  and  distress  of  the  time,  wiU  be  found  most  interesting.  As  a  rational  expose  of 
the  present  facts  and  the  eventualities  to  ba  foreseen  in  the  racial  question  the  work 
undoubtedly  has  a  serious  value. 

A  GLIMPSE  OF  THE  TROPICS; 

Or,  Four  Months'  Cruising  in  the  West  Indies. 
By  E.  A.  HASTINGS  JAY,  LL.B.,  F.R.G.S. 
With  Map  and  16  Illustrations.    Crown  8ro.,  63, 
"  The  volume,  which  is  well  printed  and  illustrated  with  original  photographs,  should 
serve  very  well  as  guide  and  instructor  to  tourists  who  follow  in  Mr.  Jay's  track," — 
Scotsman, 


THE  ROYAL  NAVY. 

From  the  Earliest  Tiihes  to  the  Present. 
Edited  by  WILLIAM  LAIRD  CLOWES. 
Illustrated  by  Photogravure  Portraits,  Maps,  Plans,  and  Pictures  taken  from 
Contemporary  and  Authentic  Sources. 
Each  volume  is  complete  in  itself,  with  an  Index,  and  Orders  are  taken  either  for  Sets  or 
Separate  Volumes.    Vols.  I. — IV.,  royal  8vo.,  253.  each  net. 
*#*  The  Publishers  have  decided  to  issue  a  Sixth  Volume,  as  it  was  found  impossible 
to  complete  the  work  as  originally  arranged  in  Five  Volumes.    It  is  hoped  that  Vol.  V. 
will  be  ready  shortly,  and  a  final  Volume  in  April,  1900. 

The  'I'lME.s,  in  reviewing  A'ol.  I V.,  said  :  "  '  The  Royal  Navy '  abundantly  fulfils  its 
promise.    It  is  an  admirable  and  indispensable  work," 

LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  EDWARD 
BICKERSTETH, 

Late  Bishop  of  South  Tokyo, 
By  Rev.    SAMUEL  BICKERSTETH. 
Frontispiece  Portrait  in  Photogravure,  Map,  and  several  Half-tone  Reproductions, 
Domy  8\ro.  cloth,  lOs.  Cd.  net.  {Hcwhj. 
"  It  was  a  noble  life— courageous,  enduring,  surrendered,    ...   A  valuable 
contribution  to  oicleaiastical  biography." — SrEC'TATOR. 

"  iiishop  Edward  Bickcrbteth  had  an  engaging  personality,  and  his  career  and 
character  have  been  described  by  his  biographer  in  the  best  of  taste.  The  book  has  some 
attractive  illustrations." — Olohe. 


KATE  FIELD :  a  Record. 

By  LILIAN  WHITING. 
Author  of  "  The  World  Beautiful,"  "  After  Ilor  Death,"  "  Prom  Dreamland  Bent." 
With  several  Portraits  of  Mias  Field,  including  one  by  Eiihu  Vedder. 

l-'mo.,  cloth  extra,  Ha.  f,d.  |  Ready. 

"The  book  compels  a  strong  interest  l/v  ita  matter;  and,  when  one  thinks  of  its 
Banner,  it  does  not  seem  possible  that  it  could  have  been  liettor  done."— Scktsman. 


THE  GOLDEN  BOOK  OF  INDIA. 

EDITION  OP  1899. 

Containing  an  Account,  arranged  in  Alphabetical  Order,  and  with  full  Cross-Referenccs, 
of  the  Ruling  Princes,  Chiefs,  Nobles,  and  other  Personages,  Titled  or  Decorated, 
of  the  Indian  Empire. 
With  an  Appendix  giving  the  same  information  for  Ceylon. 

Edited  by  Sir  ROPER  LETHBRIDGE,  K.C.I.E, 


Crown  8to.,  gilt  edges,  lOs.  6d,  net. 


[Ready  shorihj. 


DOD'S  PEERAGE,  BARONETAGE, 

KNIGHTAGE,  &c.,  FOR  1900. 

(SIXTIETH  YEA-R.)   1094  pp,  small  8vo.,  handsomely  bound  in  cloth  gilt,  gilt 

top,  10s,  6d.  [Ready. 
This  differs  from  all  other  Peerages  in — I.  Its  low  price.   II.  Its  enlarged  contents. 
III.  Its  facility  of  reference. 

"  For  ready  and  convenient  reference  there  is  nothing  better  than  '  Dod's  Peerage.' 
.    ,    .   As  comprehensive  a  guide  as  anybody  could  desire." — ^ World. 


THE 


IN 


TEACHING  OF  JESUS  CHRIST 
HIS  OWN  WORDS. 

Compiled  for  the  Use  of  Natives  of  India. 
By  the  EARL  OF  NORTHBROOK,  sometime  Viceroy  of  India. 

Fo3.p.  8vo.  cloth,  2s.  net ;  pirohment,  23.  (id.  net.  [Ready. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

SIXTY-FIFTH  YEAR  OF  ISSDE. 

THE  ENGLISH  CATALOGUE  OF  BOOKS 
FOR  1899. 

Royal  8vo.,  between  300  and  400  pages,   (is.  net. 
INVALUABLE    TO   ALL   INTERESTED    IN  BOOKS. 
*'  The  English  Catalogue  of  Books  for  1899  "  will  bo  publislied  in  January,  1900.  It 
will  give  the  Fui.i,  Titleh  of  the  books  published  in  1899  iu  the  United  Kingdom,  with 
their  sixeB,  prices,  and  publishers'  names ;  also  of  the  principal  books  published  in  the 
United  States  with  an  Indiox  ok  Siih.ikctn  in  one  continuous  alphabet. 

In  coMse'iuonoo  of  giving  the  Full  Titles  and  Index,  the  cost  of  production  is  So 
greatly  increased  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  increase  the  price  to  Gs.  net. 


London;  SAMPSON  LOW^  MAESTON  &  COMVANy,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  Hoaso,  Fetter  Lano,  Fleet  Street,  E.G. 
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shall  have  a  change  for  the  better  soon.  Members  and 
friends  I  hope  mil  not  forget  our  A.B.S.  concert  on 
Feb.  1.— A.  E.  Payne . 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling'  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Jan.  21  our  members 
were  out.  Mr.  Bussell  had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  and  also 
Mr.  Smith,  roach.  Will  members  kindly  attend  next 
Wednesday  ?  We  have  made  four  new  members,  and  are 
open  to  receive  more.  On  Feb.  12  we  have  a  concert  on 
the  A.B.S.    Will  secretaries  tike  note  ?— H.  Bagshaw. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  ToUington-roid,  HoUoway,  N. — Some  nice  fish 
have  been  recorded  this  week,  Messrs.  G.  West  and  P.  W. 
Salmond,  amongst  a  bag  of  about  301b.  (two  days'  fishing 
on  the  Thames)  having  perch  of  21b.  Cfoz.  and  lib.  lljoz. 
to  the  former,  and  tench  21b.  lifoz.  and  21b.  2j0z.,  and 
perch  lib.  oioz.  to  the  latter.  Mr.  West's  specimens 
place  him  still  further  ahead  in  the  "cup"  competition 
besides  securing  another  medal.  In  addition,  Mr.  F. 
Berry  has  weighed-in  roach  (-lib.  "|oz  ),  and  Mr.  S.  Stone 
roac'i,  chub,  and  dac3  (21b.  14|oz.)  We  have  decided  to 
hold  a  little  outing  at  Staines  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  21, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  that  some  of  the  absentees 
last  meeting  night  will  join. — E.  Wymer. 

HoUoway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — A  well-attended  meeting  was  held 
on  above  date,  Mr.  T.  Johnson  in  the  chair.  We  have 
concluded  the  lease  of  cur  new  water,  and  expect  to 
shortly  hear  thit  our  members  have  obtained  good  sport. 
Few  m5mber3  have  been  out  during  the  past  week.  _  Mr. 
Clijton,  on  Jan.  21,  had  a  nice  basket  of  roach  (thirty), 
best  fiah  lib.  7oz. ;  and  on  Jan.  24,  a  few  roach  and  one 
barbel  (21b.)  from  the  Thames.— A.  Clayton. 

Honudsfield  Otters  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Lion,  Lower  Edmonton. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
had  some  good  roach  and  jack.  On  14th  Mv.  S.  B.  Jones 
had  jack  ;  W.  Taylor,  roach ;  W.  Mogg,  roach.  On  2l8_t  we 
had  an  outing  on  the  Lea  for  four  prizes — two  half-guinea 
prizes  and  two  5s.  prizes — which  were  won  in  the  following 
order:  W.  Taylor,  first ;  E.  Watling,  second  ;  J.  Bartlett, 
third  ;  W.  Mogg,  fourth.  All  roach,  ani  good  class  fish. 
— W.  Mogg. 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — The  members  competed  for 
special  prizes  on  Jan.  21,  at  Ware.  The  winners  were: 
Messrs.  Gregory,  Wiltshire,  Fish,  Bailey,  and  Hattemore. 
F.  Newton  also  weighed-in  roach,  not  in  csmpetition.  We 
tai  a  very  good  attendance  cn  Tuesday,  the  23rd,  when 
our  president  (Mr.  G.  H.  Wood)  moved  a  vote  of  sympathy 
and  condolence  be  conveyed  to  the  family  of  the  late  Mr, 
E  Id  ridge .  —  J  o  h  n  n  y  . 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  following  weighed-in 
on  Jan.  21 :  Mesjrs.  Bur  wash,  roach  and  dace  ;  Herbert, 
barbel,  chub,  and  gudgeon.  We  met  on  Tuesday  last, 
Mr.  Howard  in  the  chair,  when  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  —  J.  H. 
Hebbekt. 

Isaak  Walton  AngUng  Society,  Old  King  John'a 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — As  previously 
announced  the  members  will  compete  for  three  special 
prizes  on  Jan.  28,  also  for  three  ditto  on  the  following 
Wednesday.  Competitors  are  allowed  on  both  occasions 
to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters  barred). 
Next  meeting  night  will  be  a  "  musical  evening." — H.  B. 

Jnbilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road,  Xorth  Kensington. — Since  our  last  report  we  have 
had  two  good  shows  of  fieh,  weighed-in  by  Messrs.  Gilder 
and  Beddiogton.  We  have  arranged  a  match  to  take 
place  on  Feb.  11,  from  Bourne  End  Railway  Bridge  to 
Marlow  Lock  ;  two  rods ;  all  fish  to  weigh ;  take  your 
own  live  baits ;  we  fish  for  seven  prizes ;  first  train  from 
Westboume  Park,  or  any  subsequent  train,  I  hope  to  see 
all  membsrs  present. — G.  Bence. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Bosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E. — We  have  a  competition  on 
Feb.  4  for  jack  and  roach  ;  prizes  as  last. — W.  Freeman. 

Lady  of  the  Iiake  Angling  Association,  Swake- 
ley  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W. — A 
competition  for  two  prizes  will  tike  place  at  Shepperton 
on  the  28th  inst. ,  two  rods  allowed  ;  train  from  Hammer- 
smith at  8  3  a.m.— W.  J.  J. 

Ziincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win> 
Chester-street,  Pentonvil'.e,  N.  —  On  Jan,  21  only  two 
members  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Evans,  bream  and  perch  ;  Mr. 
Utton,  jick.  On  Jan.  28  we  fish  at  Bourne  End  for  seven 
prizes.  Members  in  arrears  can  pay  contributions  up  till 
eleven  o'clock  Saturday  night. — W.  Watling. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society, 
White  Lion,  FnllbriJge,  Maluon,  Essex. — The  past  week 
has  been  good  for  roach  anglers  ;  some  very  good  catches 
have  been  reported  from  the  Langford  waters.  Messrs. 
Knock,  Turner,  and  George,  fishing  the  latter  part  of  the 
week,  secured  over  401b.  of  roach,  several  scaling  over  lib. 
each.  Mr.  A,  Everitt,  of  Langford,  caught  241b.  of  roach 
on  the  20th  and  2l8t  inst.  On  the  2 let  inst.,  Messrs. 
Mendham,  Nursey,  Miller,  Bowlings,  Homer,  Pethnrjt, 
secured  over  501b.  of  roach  between  them.  Mr.  H. 
Hutchinson,  T.  Springett,  fishing  on  the  21st  inst.  caught 
some  vary  good  roacb,  amongst  them  being  two  fine  reach 
soiling  lib.  O'ciz.  and  lib.  0|oz,  Altogether,  the  weight 
of  fish  taken  since  my  report  of  last  week  exceeds  lOOlb. 
The  time  of  high  water  on  the  28th  will  be  at  10."  a.m., 
and  the  best  bait  being  paste,  gentles,  wheat.  1 
hear  anglers  are  still  getting  some  good  catches  of  roach 
from  the  Langford  waters  to-day — the  2kh. — F.  Kekn. 

Uildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington-green,  N'. — Oar  half-yearly  meeting  stands 
adjourned  until  Tuesday  next,  9  p.m.  I  trust  members 
will  do  their  best  to  put  in  a  punctual  appeai^ance.— 
A.  E.  If. 

Vorth-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Jan,  21, 


at  our  match  at  St.  Margaret's,  only  three  prizes  were 
taken— S.  Polykett,  first;  H.Hart,  second;  J.  Bedwell, 
third.  On  Jan.  28  members  can  go  where  they  please  for 
the  remaining  five  prizes.  Hope  members  will  go  and 
draw  the  match  to  a  close.  All  to  start  on  the  morning, 
and  fish  towing-path  only.  At  our  meeting  on  Jan.  21  the 
balance-sheet  was  read,  and  it  showed  a  good  balance  in 
hand  to  all  working  members.— G.  Taylor. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green,  E.  —  On 
Jan.  21  S.  Orrow  weighed-in  four  roach,  weighing 
31b.  15oz.  ;  A.  Birch,  21b.  2oz.  roach.  Oar  A.B.S.  concert 
on  Monday  last  was  a  grand  success.  The  room  was 
packed.  I  beg  to  thank  all  the  visitors  from  our  neigh- 
bouring clubs.— G.  Bares. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society, 
Sutton  Arms,  Great  Button-street,  Goswell-road. — On 
Jan.  21  remaining  prizes  were  taken  by  Measrs.  Smith  and 
J.  English,  with  roach  ;  Messrs  Callow  and  Isaacs  also  had 
roach. — A.  H, 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park  Lane, 
Tottenham. — Several  of  the  members  of  the  above  society 
were  out  on  the  2l8t,  The  following  had  some  nice  fish  : 
J,  Hopton,  fine  show  of  bream  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Tracy, 
bream  and  roach ;  Mr.  Reitz,  perch ;  Mr.  Absolam,  roach  ; 
Mr.  White,  roach.  Our  concert  in  aid  of  the  Fishing 
Oazette  "robacoo  Fund  will  take  place  on  Saturday,  Feb.  3. 
Hoping  to  have  a  good  muster  of  anglers  and  friends.  We 
have  a  good  programme  on  this  occasion.  Mr.  C.  Cold- 
well  will  be  in  the  chair,  Mr.  A.  Pemberton  vice.— W.  S. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N,W. — On  Jan.  21  Messrs.  Austin  and  Carr 
had  some  good  roach.  On  Feb.  4  we  fish  for  four  prizes 
at  Windsor  ;  details  next  week.  A  special  consolation 
prize  has  been  given  for  gross  weight  to  end  of  season. — 
R.  C. 

X&oyal  Qaovge  AngUng  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — On  Jan.  21  most  of  our  members  were 
out,  bat  only  the  following  weighed-in,  viz. :  Messrs. 
Holder  and  Longland,  who  showed  fair  trays  of  roach. 
We  were  fairly  attended  last  meeting  night,  and  got 
through  what  business  there  was  to  be  done,  but  hope  that 
members  in  future  will  try  and  make  an  effort  to  attend  at 
our  weekly  meetings. — J.  Gibbons. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Mitford  Tavern, 
Amhurst-road,  Hackney,  N.E. — We  had  a  good  muster 
of  members  at  our  last  meeting,  and  got  through  some 
good  bufiness.  Mr.  W.  Priddle  had  a  nice  show  of  roach 
on  Jan.  21.  Other  members  did  very  little.  I  am  pleased 
to  tell  you  thit  we  are  getting  up  a  smoking  concert  on 
behalf  of  the  '^Fishing  Gazette  Tobacco  Fund,"  which 
we  hope  will  prove  a  great  success.  Further  particulars 
will  be  announced  in  future  reports.  I  shall  be  very 
pleased  to  receive  assistance  from  other  angling  clubs.— H. 
Gaffeb. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  and 

Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — A  few  of 
our  members  having  been  out  lately,  the  following  were 
the  results,  viz. :  On  the  14th  inst.,  Messrs.  King,  roach, 
14oz.  ;  Campbell,  roach,  61b. ;  W.  Roach,  roach,  51b.  6oz. 
On  the  16th,  Messrs.  B.  Smith,  roach,  31b.  8oz. ;  Pennell, 
roach,  15oz. ;  Burden,  roach,  21b.  15oz  ;  Arrigoni,  roach, 
12oz.  On  the  2l8t,  Messrs.  King,  roach,  141b.  5oz. ;  W. 
Roach,  roach,  lOlb.  looz. ;  Campbell,  roach,  31b.  14oz. ; 
W.  Aldis,  roach,  14oz.  Our  next  outing  will  take  place 
at  Windsor  on  Feb.  18.— W.  Aldis. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.  —  On  Jan.  23  Mr. 
Pettit  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  roach,  nine  fish  going  81b., 
the  two  largest,  lib.  lOoz.  and  lib.  y^oz.  Members  who 
have  not  done  so,  kindly  attend  and  clear  books.— R. 
Smith. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials.  Institute, 
Eotherhithe  New-road,  S.B.— On  Jan.  21  Mr.  W. 
Streeton  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  roach,  several  fish 
weighing  lib.  each;  also  Mr.  W.  Costin,  roach.  I  beg  to 
remind  the  members  about  the  punt  outing,  and  I  trust 
they  will  show  up  on  Friday  to  make  arrangements. — J.  H. 
Davies. 

Stepney  Angling  Society.  Bee  Hive,  Rhodes- 
well-road.  Stepney. — On  Jan.  21  Mr.  C,  Bolding  weighed- 
in  some  fine  roach  ;  Mr.  J.  Shum,  roach,  and  the  heaviest 
bream  this  season.  Our  next  match  will  be  at  Ware  cn 
Feb.  11.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  see  a  good  meeting  of 
brother  anglers  on  Monday,  Jan.  29,  the  date  of  oar  return 
visit. — Wm.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — The  following  had  fish  during  the 
week:  Messrs.  Wright,  J.  J.  Maoey,  J.  Macey,  Hall,  and 
Lucas.  I  hope  to  see  a  fall  attendance  at  the  priz3  outing 
on  the  2.sth.  I  cannot  attend,  but  wish  you  all  may  have 
big  bags. — Tommy. 

Stratfbrd  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — Only  two.  prizes  were 
taken  at  oar  outing  on  the  2l8t — Mr.  Grange,  first;  Mr. 
Humphreys,  second.  Messrs.  Simmons,  F.  Bates,  and 
Carr  had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  but  not  in 
the  match.  We  have  a  splendid  silver  medal,  given  by 
Mr.  Nathan,  of  Stratford,  to  be  fished  for.  Members 
please  attend  next  Tuesday  to  make  arrangements  for 
same.— G.  A.  Payne. 

Sundial  Angling  Society.  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — During  the  week  Mr.  Webb 
weighed-in  one  jack,  51b.  Sioz.;  Mr.  Adams,  lib.  7ioz. 
dace ;  Mr.  PouUs,  7oz.  roach.  Our  outing  on  Jan.  28 
takes  place  bt  Ri;kmanswortb,  either  way  ;  towpath  only, 
all  fish  to  weigh,  to  catch  own  live  bait  for  jack  fishing ;  to 
go  by  the  first  train  or  subsequent  train  from  Baker- 
street,  cease  fishing  at  5.15  p.m. ;  there  is  Mr.  King's  cup 
and  seven  other  prizes  to  fish  for.  Our  social  concert  on 
last  Thursday  evening  was  a  success,  and  fully  enjoyed  by 
all  who  attended.  The  club  tender  their  thanks  to  those 
friends  who  sang  during  the  eveniog,— G,  E,  Lock, 


True  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Caledonian* 

road,  N, — Several  of  our  members  fished  for  prizas  at 
Pangbourne  on  Jan.  18,  when  they  were  all  taken,  the 
majority,  however,  with  very  small  takes,  owing  to  the 
stream  running  very  hard,  and  the  high  wind.  Mr, 
Martin  ("  Trent  Otter  ")  was  first,  with  5lb.  l-'i^oz. ;  the 
other  prize  winners  being  Messrs.  Box,  Silverlock,  Marsh, 
George,  and  McMicken,  in  that  order. — Tiios.  F.  Ward. 

United  Brothers  Anglinif  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deotford. — Several  members  were  oat 
on  the  2 let  intt.,  Messrs.  J.  Payne  and  W.  Drage 
weighing-in  roach  from  the  Thames ;  A.  Turner,  8. 
Drage,  and  P.  Belton,  roach  from  the  Chelmer.  Messrs, 
Beak  and  J.  Wood  a  tie  for  medal.— F.  H.  Beak. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampatead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Jan.  21  Mr.  Griffith  weighed-in  roach.  On  Feb.  11  we 
have  an  outing. — W.  H.  B. 

Walham  Oreen  and  Chelsea  AngUng  Society, 
Black  BuU,  Fulham-road,  S.W, — A  very  good  muster,  and 
we  received  nomination  for  a  new  working  member,  Mr. 
E.  W.  Duffleld,  who  will  bo  balloted  for  n^xt  week. 
Several  members  had  fish  on  Jan.  21. — W.  W.  D, 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — On  Jan.  21  some  of 
our  members  were  among  the  roach.  Mr.  Howell  brought 
some  nice  fish  from  the  sea.  Messrs.  HowaTth,W.  Osmond, 
Flint  also  had  roach  ;  Skelsey  and  Knight,  perch ; 
Thompson,  jack  and  perch. — W.  Callcut. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Albany-street,  N.W. — A  draw  will  take  place  at  the  club- 
house on  Wednesday,  Feb.  21,  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow 
and  family  of  the  late  Mr.  Hayward,  for  many  years  a 
respected  member.  His  death  was  believed  to  have  been 
accelerated  by_  an  accident,  which  took  place  some  time 
since.  Returning  from  fishing,  in  rising  suddenly  when 
the  tramcar  was  underneath  the  N.L.R.  arch  in  Great 
College-street  he  struck  his  head,  and  was  severely 
injured.  The  prizes  consist  of  a  fine  steel  engravin^f 
(framed)  and  the  late  member's  fishing  tackle,  divided  into 
four  prizes.  Tickets,  Is.  each,  may  be  obtained  of  the 
secretary  at  the  clubhouse,  Wednesday  or  Sunday.  The 
tackle  is  a  decent,  well  selected  lot ;  there  are  three  rods, 
three  winches,  with  lines  and  sundries. — A.  J.  Marriott. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.B.— 
An  open  competition  takes  place  on  Jan.  28  for  three 
prizes,  bank  or  puut.  Mr.  W.  SparroTV  weighed-in  some 
nice  chub  on  Jan.  21. — W.  Wray. 

Wellington  Anglings  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. —  We  had  a  fairly 
representative  meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  Mr.  Papworth 
weighed-in  three  very  nice  pike,  the  heaviest  going  9|lb. 
This  is  the  second  show  he  has  given  us  during  the  last 
fortnight.  On  Jan.  28  we  fish  at  match  at  Datohet,  when 
we  have  some  good  prizes  to  go  for. — C.  Willett. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — On  Jan.  21  several  of  our  members  had  fish 
in  the  club  match  at  Broxbourne,  the  following  taking  the 
four  prizBs  in  rotation  :  Messrs.  Renn,  Mercer,  F.  Betuex, 
and  Walker,  sen. ;  hoping  members  will  attend  club 
meetings,  as  we  have  other  matches  to  arrange. — W. 
Harden. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  Jan.  21,  and  the  following  weighed-in  fish:  Mr.  G. 
Bowles,  roach  ;  Mr.  T.  Miller,  roach ;  Mr.  Crouch,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Cornish,  roach ;  Mr.  Pethurst,  roach ;  Mr.  Homer, 
roach.  It  has  been  decided  to  hive  a  pag-down  match  at 
Burnt  Mill  on  Feb.  11 ;  all  to  go  down  by  the  first  train 
on  the  morning  that  leaves  Stratford  at  7.41  a.m.— 
R.  Lowtheb. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Several  members  were  present  at  our 
special  meeting  on  Jau.  18,  and  unanimously  agreed  to 
make  a  present  from  the  club  of  the  sum  of  7  guineas  to 
the  widow  of  our  late  member,  Mr.  Coomes.  A  benefit 
concert,  organised  by  the  local  tradesmen  for  the  same 
cause,  will  take  place  at  the  Railway  Tavern,  Shepherd's 
Bush,  on  Thursday  next.  Our  president,  Mr.  Elsmore, 
has  promised  to  take  the  chair.  Brother  anglers  and 
friends  will  receive  a  cordial  welcome.  No  club  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Feb.  1. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N. — On  the  2l8t  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  W.  Butler,  roach  and  dace  (heaviest  roach,  lib.  lOJoz, ; 
H.  Sawyer,  roach  ;  S.  Claridge,  31b.  6|oz,  reach.  Members 
please  note  we  fish  for  an  ox  tongue  on  Jan.  28 ;  all  fish  ; 
open. — W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  Alexandra  Hotel,  Wimble- 
don.— Members  are  remitided  that  the  final  match  for  the 
silver  cup  comes  off  on  the  28th  inst.  Weigh-in  at  the 
Micre  at  5  45.  A  high  tea  will  afterwards  take  place, 
Mr.  F.  J.  Bovie  showed  three  dozsn  nice  roach  from  the 
Thames  at  Tuesday's  meeting,  and  has  had  dace  up  to 
8oz.  from  the  same  river. — Hon.  Sec. 


To  Flt  DBE.SSERS,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2b.  net,  or  post  free  for  2.s.  2d.  "  The  Tront  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices;  or  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian,"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illu-strations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co., 
St.  Duu9tan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals. — Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  Loudon, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.  Fast 
train  consignments  from  their  Continental  agents  twice  a  week. 
Catalogue  gratis. 

School  Books,  Dictionaries,  <fec.,  including  Mr.  Jackson's 
Upright  Writing  Copy  Books,  in  English  and  other  Languages, 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dun- 
tan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,   Can  be  bod  on  application. 
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It  has  been  decided  to  hold  the  annud  dinner  of  the 
Piscatorial  Scciety  on  Monday,  March  19,  and  ladiea  are 
again  to  be  invited. 

 >  *  »  ♦  <  

The  annual  general  meetiug  of  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  Jan.  30, 
when  important  business  will  be  brought  before  the  notice 
of  the  members.  The  chair  will  be  taken  at  eight  o'clock 
sharp,  and  it  is  hope!  members  will  be  in  their  places  as 
early  as  possible.  On  Feb.  13  a  "  Bohemian  "  concert  will 
be  given,  when  ladies  are  invited  to  attend.  A  "  Ladies' 
Night"  at  the  Gresham  is  worth  visiting. 

Mk.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  vica-president  of  the  Central 
Aeeociation,  has  kindly  consented  to  take  the  chair  on 
Thursday  evening  next  at  a  benefit  concert  organised  by 
the  local  tradesmen  of  Hammersmith  on  behalf  of  the 
widow  of  Mr.  Goomes,  late  a  member  of  the  West  London 
Angling  Club.  The  concert  will  be  held  at  the  Eailway 
Tavern,  Shepherd's  Bush.  The  sum  of  seven  guineas  has 
already  been  subscribed  by  the  West  London  Angling 
Club. 


The  eighth  annual  Yachting  Exhibition,  which  opens  on 
Feb.  1,  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  will  be  a  representative 
and  interestirg  display,  exhibitors  coming  from  the  Isle  of 
Wight  and  other  long  distances.  This  show  forms  a  very 
attractive  addition  to  the  extraordinarily  lengthy  enter- 
tainment which  takes  place  daily  on  the  cential  stage. 
The  ninth  annual  Fisheries  Exhibition  will  open  on 
March  8. 


Anglers  who  reside  near  Llanymynech,  or  are  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  that  well-known  and  very  pretty  neigh- 
bourhood, will  be  much  gratified  to  learn  that  there  is  no 
truth  in  a  statement  published  a  short  time  ago  in  a 
generally  well-informed  London  daily  paper  that  the  Earl 
of  Bradford  had  let  Kncckin  Hall,  in  Shropshire,  as  well 
as  the  Ehooting  and  fishing  belonging  to  it,  to  Major 
Eichardgon.  The  local  agent,  writing  on  behalf  of  his 
lordship,  says  the  statement  is  altogether  devoid  of 
foundation,  as  although  Major  Richardson  resided  last 
year  at  Knockin  Hall,  he  has  now  left  that  place  to  join 
his  regiment,  which  ia  under  orders  for  the  seat  of  war. 
The  Earl  of  Bradford  is  by  far  the  laigest  landowner  in 
this  neighbourhood,  and  his  fishing  rights  extend  for  a  long 
distance  on  both  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat.  Tickets  to 
angle  in  the  Vyrnwy  below  Llanymynech  may,  at  pressnt, 
be  obtained  gratis  c  n  application  to  the  landlord  of  the 
Bradford  Arms  Hotel,  Llanymynech.  Tickets  to  angle  in 
the  Tanat  at  Llanyblodwel  may  be  obtained  by  applying 
to  his  lordship's  local  agent,  Mr.  Edward  GriflBths, 
Kinnerley,  Oswestry,  but  these  tickets  are  only  issued  to 
anglers  with  unexceptional  references. 

"  The  Trent  as  a  Home  for  Trout,"  was  the  title  of  a 
letter  sent  by  Mr.  W.  Gaskell  to  the  editor  of  the  Notting- 
ham Daily  Guardian :  "  Sir, — The  trout  you  briefly 
referred  to  in  your  angling  notes  last  week  as  captured  at 
Shaidlow  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  fifty  2Ib.  the 
Wellington  Society  turned  into  their  Trent  waters  at  this 
place  some  nine  months  ago.  The  fish  in  question  was  a 
female  Lech  Leven,  which  had  dropped  down  the  river  a 
couple  of  miles  from  where  first  located,  and  having 
spawned  was  doubtless  in  the  usual  sickly-after-state.  A 
week  ago  the  river  was  in  high  flood,  and  in  order,  I 
presume,  to  escape  the  strong  current,  the  fish  had  entered 
the  canal  (which  takes  the  navigation  past  the  King's  Mill 
weirs)  just  above  the  Derwent  mouth,  and  made  its  way  by 
this  channel  back  to  Shardlow.  Here  it  was  struck  by  a 
passing  boat,  and  came  to  the  surface,  and  was  scooped  out 
alive  by  one  of  the  boatmen,  who  took  it  to  Mr.  Ellis,  a 
worthy  member  resident  in  Shardlow.  This  gentleman 
tried  resuscitation,  but  the  fish  had  been  too  long  out  of 
the  water  to  come  round.  It  was  then  packed  up  care- 
fully and  forwarded  to  me.  It  formed  a  most  agreeable 
but  satisfactory  surprise.  The  fish,  considering  the  season, 
was  in  a  most  healthy  state,  weighing  4Hb.,  being  over 
2ft.  long.  1  lad  not  misfortune  overtaken  it,  by  the  end  of 
May  it  would  have  tesn  a  61b.  fish.  My  diagnosis  over,  I 
sent  the  '  Ecaly  beauty '  d  jwn  to  our  doughty  secretary,  Mr. 
Spray,  who  had  it  '  on  view '  for  the  beneSt  of  our 
membera.  The  fish  is  being  set  up  for  the  Wellington 
AngHog  Society's  clubroom. 

 >  »  «  *  <  

"  What  further  evidence  is  needed  of  the  suitability  of 
the  purer  reaches  of  the  Trent  as  a  Ihome  for  trout  ? 
Here  is  a  fish  that  in  nine  months'  time  has  more  than 
doubled  its  weight.  During  the  season  several  of  the 
'  stock  '  fish  have  been  hooked  by  members  and  carefully 
returned,  all  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  showing  rapid 
growth.  That  they  will  rise  t->  the  fly  I  have  demonstrated 
beyond  question,  as  one  day  last  summer  I  and  a  friend 
went  to  Shardlow  for  the  special  purpose  of  making  the 
(xperiment.  I  wad(d  to  several  ritiog  fish,  none  of  which 
failed  to  respond  to  the  deceitful  lure.  This  should  be  a 
great  enouragement  for  sportsmen  to  back  up  the  effort 
of  the  Wellington  members  to  improve  the  character  of 
Trent  fishing.  If  a  consignment  of  fifty  2-poun(I(!rs  could  be 
put  into  this  water  for  five  or  six  years  in  sucoession  the 
head  of  fith  would  goon  beitin  t^i  assert  itself,  and  take 
poHesaion  of  certain  favourite  haunts  to  the  exclusion  of 
their  courier  brothers  and  sieterB." 


Till  official  report  of  the  li.S.A.S.  "  smoker  "  appears 
in  another  page,  but  V>eiDg  pretent  I  cannot  refrain  from 
making  a  few  rcfnarks.  1,'ndor  the  management  of 
Meisrs.  Lane,  Lacoy,  and  Mallctt,  there  was  suuh  an  array 


of  talent  that  is  very  seldom  got  together.  The  prO' 
gramme  was  a  long  one,  and  as  several  artists  were 
vociferously  encored,  there  were  several  "  turns"  left  out. 
The  pianist  was  Mr.  P.  Henry.  Mr.  F.  Clay  gave  a 
couple  of  clarionet  solos,  and  Mr.  Ernest  C.  Parker  ditto 
on  the  violin.  Needless  to  say  they  were  both  heartily 
cheered. 


Then  came  that  most  accomplished  musician,  Mr. 
W.  R.  Reeves,  with  a  solo  ("  Washington  Pott  ")  on  the 
Bellophone.  This  was  a  treat !  The  way  he  pumped  the 
mnsic  out  of  a  pair  of  bellows  was  a  caution.  It  is 
impossible  to  give  the  whole  of  t  h  3  programme,  but  Mr. 
J.  Cooksey  (our  host)  was  in  good  form,  as  also  were 
Messrs.  Clarke  Willey,  Matthewman,  Licey,  Palliater' 
Bert  Garson,  Humphries,  Mount,  Wills,  &c. 

 >♦♦■»<  

It  is  hoped  that  at  least  once  a  month  there  will  be  such 
an  enjoyable  reunion.  The  large  room  was  fuU  to  over- 
flowing, and  everyone  present  went  away  more  than  satis- 
fied. Several  well-known  gentlemen  in  Stock  Exchange 
and  legal  circles  were  present,  and,  in  responding  to  the 
toast  of  "The  Visitors,"  Mr.  Donald  convulsed  the 
"  house  "  with  his  droll  speech. 

 >  <  

While  the  concert  was  raging,  another  ("  Ye  Blarers  ") 
was  being  presided  over  by  Mr.  Samuel  Morby  (of  the 
Piscatorial  Society)  near  the  classic  Adelphi.  On  the 
occasion  of  Mr.  Griffiths  taking  the  chair  the  tambourine 
went  round  for  the  D.  T.  war  fund,  and  I  said  I  would 
try  what  they  could  do  for  the  F.  G.  "  Tobacoo  Fund." 
Mr.  S.  Morby,  in  a  few  well  chosen  words,  "  tapped  "  the 
anglers  present,  with  the  result  that  a  cheque  for 
£3  133.  6i.  was  collected  in  a  few  moments.^  Well_  done, 
''  Blarers  !  "  I  may  say  that  the  clubs  are  doing  their  best 
for  the  boys  down  South.  Several  notices  of  concerts  are 
announced  to  be  held  shortly. 

 >  *  <  »  < 


OUR  F.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  47  (New  Series), 


THE  LATE  MR.  ALFRED  ALLAN  ELDRIDGE 


was  born  March  13,  1861 ;  died  Jan.  9,  1900.  Came  to 
London  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  and  took  up  his  quarters  at 
hia  late  uncle's,  Mr.  I.  Clout— The  Berkeley  Castle, 
Rahere-street,  Goswell-road — where  the  Pulborough  and 
Amberley  excursion  tickets  were  then  issued.  He  soon 
became  a  great  favourite  with  his  uncle's  patrons,  more 
especially  the  angling  portion,  who  soon  made  him  one  of 
them,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  was  made  a 
member  of  the  Brothers  Well  Met,  held  at  the  above 
house,  and  being  very  fond  of  pike  fishing,  he  soon  began 
to  show  that  he  knew  how  to  catch  them,  aa  the  c*ses  of 
good  fish  at  the  Rose  and  Crown  testify.  In  1835  his 
uncle  sold  The  Berkeley  Castle  and  retired,  but  took  the 
the  Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell-road,  some  twelve 
months  after,  where  he  became  manager.  His  uncle 
dying  in  1890,  he  took  the  business  over  and  became 
proprietor  of  the  Pulborough  and  Amberly  excur- 
sions, and  under  his  able  and  genial  management  he 
made  it  the  great  success  it  now  is.  Year  after  year  it 
increased  in  numbers,  until  the  present  year,  which  ends 
in  March  next,  has  proved  to  be  the  record,  over  8100 
privilege  tickets  having  been  issued  up  to  the  present  time. 
His  popular  competitions  held  at  Pulboronghand  Amberley 
year  after  year  gave  the  greatest  satisfaction  all  round,  as 
proof  of  wliich  the  entries  wore  continually  increasing.  He 
was  a  great  supporter  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society, 
and  was  ever  ready  with  time  and  money  to  ai  range  a  com- 
petition on  its  behalf.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  four  children 
two  boys  and  two  girls,  to  mourn  his  loss.  Mrs.  Kldridge 
intends  carrying  on  the  business  as  usual,  and  the  Pulboro' 
and  Amberley  excursion  will  run  as  usual.  The  L.B.  & 
S.C.R.  have  made  arrangements  with  her  to  that  effect. 
The  new  privilege  tickets  will  shortly  be  ready  for  issue 
for  the  coming  seBSon. 

 >♦♦■»<  

Mr.  IIarrv  Bali,  is  away  at  Deal,  trying  for  a  few  cod, 
ha.  In  a  note  to  me,  ho  says  :  "  I  never  know  a  worse 
season,   Ood  of  any  decent  sizo  are  not  to  be  got." 


The  annual  report  of  the  Gresham  A.S.  is  to  hand,  and 
will  appear  next  week.  The  late  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Alex. 
Wright,  through  pressure  of  other  business,  has  reluctantly 
been  compelled  to  relinquish  his  post,  and  he  has  been 
succeeded  by  that  succeEsfnl  angler,  Mr.  J,  H.  Walker. 
Vive  Gresham ! 


The  Stockton  Anglers  appear  to  have  enjoyed  a  very 
pleasant  evening  together  last  week,  at  their  annual, 
dinner.  It  says  well  for  the  Piscatorial  enthusiasm  of  the' 
Stocktonites  that  they  mustered  no  less  than  sixty-five' 
members  ani  guests,  who  were  presided  over  by. 
Mr.  H.  Marsh,  a  well-known  local  angler,  who  took  the' 
chair  in  the  absence  of  Capt.  Henry  Tompkins.  The' 
absence  of  the  militant  angler  naturally  occasioned  some' 
disappointment,  because  "  he's  a  pop'lar  "  man  in  Stock, 
ton,  but,  nevertheless,  his  civil — and  I  use  the  word  in  its 
dual  sense — representative  by  the  admirable  manner  in 
which  he  carried  out  his  duties  did  much  to  compensate 
for  the  absence  of  the  Captain. 


There  were  numerous  speeches  and  songs,  but  I  think 
so  far  as  what  may  be  termed  the  "  chin  mnsic"  is  con- 
cerned the  most  interesting  address  was  that  of  Mr.  R. 
Readman,  who — pardon  the  pun — will  this  week  be  a  well 
read  man  by  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Accord- 
ing to  his  statement  the  association  numbers  eighty  mem- 
bers, and  could  do  very  well  with  100.  Last  year  they 
paid  over  £30  for  water,  and  he  desired  to  let  the  public 
know  that  they  did  their  very  best  to  cater  for  the  welfare 
and  benefit  of  their  members.  The  six  competitions  which 
had  been  held  last  year  had  been  productive  not  only  of 
good  sport  but  of  good  fellowship.  As  regarded  the  past 
season  it  had  not  been  a  very  good  one  for  trout.  The 
society  now  occupied  a  sound  position,  and  in  Mr.  Feather* | 
atone  they  had  a  most  excellent  secretary. 


Travellers  see  strange  things.  So  do  anglers.  Bnb- 
this  is  not  an  angling  story — it  is  a  tale  of  a  cit  and  a 
mouse.  Having  missed  certain  valuable  documents  lately 
it  was  discovered  that  mice  had  invaded  my  sanctum.  A 
trap  was  set,  with  cheese  paste  as  bait,  and  lo  !  mouse 
No.  1  was  hooked.  One  of  the_  cats  in  the  house 
(or  kitten,  in  fact),  while  on  its  rounds,  saw  of 
smelt  the  mouse ;  and  being  unable  to  open  the 
trap  took  it  (mouse  and  all)  to  the  top  of  the, 
house,  laid  it  at  the  bedroom  door  of  its  master,  and  kept 
up  such  a  cry,  that  at  three  in  the  morning  he  was  com- 
pelled to  get  out  of  bed  to  see  "whit  was  the  matter." 
Of  course,  he  gave  the  cat  the  mouse.  The  trap  was  re- 
baited,  and  the  cat  brought  it  downstairs  and  placed  it  in 
position.  At  nine  the  next  morning  it  was  rewarded  by 
mouse  No.  2.  Now  who  says  that  cats  have  no  sense  ? 
)  »  »  *  <  

Anglers  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  the  aoquaintanca 
of  Mr.  Andrew  Henry,  secretary  of  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery  Company,  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  he  is  able  to 
leave  his  bedroom.  He  is  not,  however,  yet  allowed  to 
read  or  write.  He  has  had  four  weeks  of  "  total  dark- 
ness," as  he  has  been  suffering  from  an  attack  of  acute 
inflammation  in  his  eyes.  A  speedy  recovery  to  you,  Mr, 
Henry ! 


The  Piscatorial  Society  announce  a  smoking  concert 
for  Monday  evening  next,  Jan.  29,  at  8.30.  The  Enter- 
tainment Committee  have  arranged  a  splendid  programme 


Mr.  J.  HoLDEN,  chief  steward  of  the  Pemhrokc  Castle 
(who  sent  the  shark's  remains  to  the  B.S.A.S.),  has  sailed 
for  the  Cape,  and  writes  me  to  the  effect  that  "  on 
April  6  or  7  he  will  be  back  in  old  England  again,  with 
something  worth  having."  Thanks,  Mr.  Holden.  Bring 
Kruger  with  you,  and  we  will  guarantee  to  fill  the 
"  Rainbow." 


I  UNDERSTAND  that  ;n  a  recent  competition  at  Wokinj 
there  was  a  kind  of  rivalry,  "  Roach  Pole  v.  Nottingham 
Rod."  Mr.  Sid  Ransom  won  first  prize  with  his  Sowe^ 
butts. 


The  Anchor  Fishing  Society  (The  Druid's  Head  Hotel, 
Market-place,  Kingston-on-Thames)  have  just  held  theii 
annual  general  meeting,  when  Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill  wai 
elected  president.  I  have  been  connected  with  this  olul 
since  its  formation,  and  congratulate  them  on  acquirin{ 
the  services  of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Hill  to  preside  ovei 
them.  Under  the  secretaryship  of  Mr.  J.  Heawood  thU 
club  should  "  go  strong." 


The  little  Cam  is  holding  its  own.  I  have  fished  i 
many  times — hope  to  do  so  ajain.  At  Whittlesford  tlu 
president  of  the  White  Hart  A.S.  had  some  grand  roach 
some  scaling  lib.  lloz. 

 )  ♦♦^  <  

I  WAS  unable  to  attend  the  CoUingwood  visit  on  Moa 
day  last,  but  I  unlerstand  it  was  a  great  success.  Mp 
Jeffery  ("Straw  Hat")  presided;  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse 
vice.  Messrs.  W.  J.  Wade,  Elsmore,  Crumplen,  Deplidge, 
MuBgrave,  and  other  prominent  anglers  were  present. 


The  additions  to  the  Zoological  Society's  mena.^erie 
during  the  week  ending  Jan.  10  included  two  Wagler's 
terrapins,  two  spotted  salamanders,  a  Hochour  monkey,  a 
valptne  phalanfjcr,  a  Delalande's  gecko,  a  blue  and  yellow 
macaw,  an  Indian  dial-bird,  two  "  whcoper  "  swans,  ten 
Dose-crested  iguanas,  a  starred  tortoise,  a  Vervet  monkey, 
and  eight  burrowing  owls.  1 1  must  see  these  swans. 
Wonder  whether  they  would  look  nice  on  the  Thames 
when  the  spawning  seoeon  is  on  P  j  Duagnet,  - 
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IRISH  FISHERY  COMMISSION. 

On  Tuesday  morning  the  Irish  Inland  Fisheries  Com- 
mission resumed  its  sittings  in  the  old  Law  Library,  Four 
Courts,  Dublin.  Lord  Justice  Walker  presided,  and  there 
were  also  present  Professor  Cunningham,  F.R.S.,  Pro- 
fessor Mcintosh,  F.R.S.,  and  Rev.  W.  S.  Green.  The 
secretary,  the  Hon.  Granville  Hely  Hutchinson,  was  also 
in  attendance.  Mr.  Henry  Robinson  gave  evidence  with 
reference  to  Ballinahinch  and  other  Connemara  fisheries. 
The  decrease  in  the  fish  was  not  due  there,  he  said,  to 
over-netting,  or  to  want  of  protection  of  the  streams,  for 
on  Ballinahinch  there  were  eixty-one  water  bailiffs.  He 
wonld  Like  to  see  some  independent  man  appointed  a  head 
bailiff.  He  remembered  twenty  years  ago  a  gentleman 
killing  nine  salmon  before  breakfast  on  the  Colonel's  Pool, 
at  Ballinahinch,  and  fifty  white  trout  in  addition  would  be 
an  average  take.  He  was  strongly  in  favour  of  giving 
rewards  to  the  Irish  constabulary  to  look  aftei  violations 
of  the  fishery  laws. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Morris  was  next  examined  in 
reference  to  the  Spiddal  river,  in  which  he  has  a  several 
fishery.  He  said  the  ways  of  salmon  were  inscrutable. 
Gralway  river  opened  in  February,  but  in  the  Spiddal 
river,  only  nine  miles  away,  not  a  fresh  fish  was  seen  until 
the  middle  of  June.  His  father,  forty  years  ago,  had  to 
sell  some  of  the  fish  he  caught,  and  could  get  £30  a  year 
when  salmon  was  3d.  a  lb.,  and  though  he  did  not  work 
the  fishery  commercially,  and  only  sold  what  he  did  not 
want  for  the  house  or  his  friends  at  the  wholesale  price  of 
8d.  a  lb.,  he  never  made  more  than  £25.  When  Lord 
Zetland  was  viceroy  he  stopped  at  Spiddal  in  the  nionth 
of  June,  and  he  (Lord  Morris)  asked  him  would  he  like  to 
see  the  river  netted.  It  had  been  netted  half  a  dozen 
times  previously,  and  no  fish  were  taken,  but,  as  luck 
would  have  it,  on  that  day  they  caught  thirty-five  salmon 
the  first  haul.  Of  course,  he  treated  that  as  a  usual 
occurreEoa.  (Laughter.)  In  Bolton's  "  Angler  in 
Ireland,"  he  descrited  that  in  1834,  in  the  Costello  river, 
200  white  trout  were  taken  by  him  in  one  day. 

Mr.  Sinclair  Payne,  Bandon,  said  that  the  catch  of 
salmon  in  his  district  had  fallen  off  in  the  past  five  years. 
There  was  serious  poisoning  in  Bandon  river  in  1892. 
Poachers  poisoned  one  river  to  pay  the  fine  for  poisoning 
another — perhaps  £8  or  £10  worth  of  fish.  He  would  like 
to  see  the  weekly  close  time  altered  so  as  to  run  from  six 
o'clock  on  Saturday  evening  to  six  o'clock  on  Tuesday 
morning.  There  were  no  obstructions  in  the  river,  and 
the  spawning  beds  were  well  looked  after. 

Mr.  John  Blakeney  said  there  was  a  decrease  in  Clare- 
Galway  river  since  1896.  The  spawning  grounds  should 
be  looked  after.  Frightful  poaching  was  going  on  ia 
Lough  Corrib,  and  little  boys  killed  large  numbers  of 
salmon  smolts  in  the  rivers.  There  was  no  inspector  of 
fisheries  in  his  district,  and  the  people  did  as  they  liked. 

Mr.  A.  Hector,  Bangor,  was  examined  also,  chiefly  as  to 
sea  fishing,  and  the  meeting  adjourned.  J.  A.  B. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

A  VERT  successful  smoking  concert  was  held  at  Ye 
Olde  Rainbow  Tavern  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  24,  Dr.  Charles 
8.  Patterson  in  the  chair.  The  usual  formal  weekly 
meeting  having  been  concluded,  the  musical  programme 
was  then  proceeded  with,  the  performers,  consisting  of 
members  of  the  society  and  their  friends,  contributing  a 
most  excellent  programme.  It  would  be  invidious  to 
particularise,  further  than  to  say  the  violin  solo  by  Mr. 
E.  C.  Parker,  the  tenor  songs  of  Mr.  J.  Clark  Willey  (so 
well  known  in  musical  circles),  and  the  melophone  solo  by 
Mr.  W.  B.  Reeves  were  especially  applauded.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  the  comic  songs  rendered  by  Messrs. 
A.  Wills,  B.  Garson,  A.  W.  Humphreys,  and  B. 
Ferreday  were  received  with  uproarious  applause,  and 
mention  must  also  be  made  of  the  excellent  singing  of 
Messrs.  Pallister,  Matthewman,  and  Cooksey,  also  the 
artistic  olarionette  solo  of  Mr.  Frank  Clay.  The  chairman 
then  proposed  toasts  to  the  artiates  and  visitors,  which 
were  responded  to,  in  his  usual  happy  style,  by  Mr.  Andrew 
Donald^  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  brought  to  a 
conclusion  by  a  very  patriotic  rendering  of  "  God  save  the 
Queen."  It  is  hoped  to  have  another  of  these  very 
enjoyable  concerts  at  an  early  date. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
JuDfiiXG  from  the  angling  reports  received  from 
members  at  Monday's  meeting  (Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  in 
the  chair),  sport  had  been  anything  but  exhilarating  during 
the  past  week.  Rivers  had  been  either  in  flood  or 
exceedingly  high,  and  consequently  much  coloured,  in 
addition  to  which  those  who  had  been  down  to  the  Colne 
found  a  good  deal  of  flotaam  and  jetsam  about,  which  tended 
to  make  roach  follow  the  example  of  Brer  Fox  in  "  Uncle 
Remus,"  and  lie  low  indeed.  Mr.  Chas.  H.  Wheeley,  it 
was  mentioned,  had  taken  some  nice  roach  in  a  shallow 
spot  not  a  hundred  miles  to  the  west  of  Shepperton  Lock  ; 
and  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  had  fish  at  Shiplake.  The 
latter  gentleman,  who  is  great  on  temperatures,  made  an 
interesting  statement  in  connection  with  the  reading 
of  the  thermometer  when  he  was  at  the  fishing  station 
named.  In  the  morning  when  he  reached  the  river  it  was 
freezing ;  but  by  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the 
thermometer  was  up  to  52,  so  that  in  a  few  hours  there 
had  been  an  increase  of  20  degrees.  Mr.  Fletcher 
remarked,  too,  that  the  fish  bit  better  the  warmer  it  got, 
which  seems  rather  to  upset  the  theory  that  when  the  tem- 
perature of  the  air  is  above  that  of  the  water  roach  do  not 
reed  well.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  however,  the  wind  got 
op,  and  not  another  fish  was  brought  to  bank.  Messrs. 
M  G.  E.  de  Counjy  and  W.  R.  Price  had  some  roach  at 


Uxbridge;  but  here,  although  the  water  looked_  in 
splendid  trim,  very  litttle  has  been  done  for  some  time 
past.  Sea  fishing  had  been  equally  unsatisfactory.  Mr. 
J.  E.  Evans  stated  that  while  there  were  plenty  of  sprats 
at  Deal,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  a  cod  or  whiting. 
Mr.  E.  McFee,  at  Brighton,  had  been  unable  to  get  afloat 
in  consequence  of  the  heavy  rain  which  fell  during  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  day  he  was  at  London-by-the-8ea.  Mr. 
J.  W.  Zaebnsdorf  exhibited  a  novel  pair  of  double  spec- 
tacles, which  should  prove  useful  to  fishermen  whose 
vision  is  somewhat  defective.  The  first  consisted  of 
ordinary  tinted  glasses  for  keeping  the  glare  of  the  sun  off 
the  eyes,  and  attached  to  this,  working  on  a  kind  of  slip 
hinge,  was  a  second  pair  of  slightly  magnifying  glasses, 
which  could,  of  course,  be  made  of  any  strength  to  suit 
the  requirements  of  the  wearer.  The  latter  slipped  on  and 
off  at  will,  Next  Monday  the  second  smoking  concert 
will  take  place  at  8  30  p.m.  sharp.  Excellent  talent  has 
been  engaged,  and  it  is  hoped  members  will  attend  in 
force,  and  so  show  their  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  the 
entertainment  committee  to  provide  for  their  amusement 
in  the  direction  indicated.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  meeting  Mr.  A.  F.  Hunt  occupied  the 
chair.  Owing  to  the  rivers  being  mostly  in  flood  and  the 
water  consequently  thick,  sport  has  been  meagre.  Those 
few  members  who  had  been  out  escaped  payment  of  the 
usual  fine  to  the  re-stocking  fund  for  having  no  fishing 
report  to  offer  to  the  meeting.  Mr.  Sidney  Meyers  showed 
a  very  handsome  pike  taken  from  private  water,  weighing 
101b.  5oz  ,  the  better  fish  of  several  taken  during  the  day. 
He  also  reported  having  had  some  good  sport  since  last 
meeting,  taking  a  total  of  651b.  of  pike  from  private  water, 
twelve  fish  in  all,  ranging  from  ll^lb.  down  to  about  41b. 
Mr.  Gray,  fifteen  roach  from  the  Thames ;  Mr.  Wood- 
ruff some  twenty-five  roach  [from  the  same  district,  but  as 
they  were  not  up  to  the  Gresham  standard  were  duly 
returned  for  improvement ;  Mr.  Hicks  some  very  nice 
dace  from  Hertfordshire,  largest  lloz.  Mr.  Clark,  six 
flounders  from  Leigh.  Another  member  had  captured  a 
fine  specimen  of  the  Jenny  fish.  The  Kelvedon  waters 
are  reported  to  be  stiU  thick,  but  it  is  thought  may  be 
fishable  by  the  end  of  the  week  provided  we  have  no 
continuance  of  rains.  It  should  have  been  included  in 
last  week's  list  of  medals  awarded  that  Mr.  Woodruff 
receives  ■  the  medal  for  largest  trout  taken  from  the 
society's  water  at  Chesham,  21b.  5Joz.  The  annual 
general  meeting  takes  place  next  Tuesday  at  eight  o'clock 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  before  that  time.  A 
Bohemian  concert  will  be  held  on  Feb.  13  ;  members  and 
their  friends  (ladies  more  particularly)  are  requested  to 
keep  themselves  disengaged  for  that  evening. 

Hon.  Sec. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
A  VEET  enthusiastic  meeting  of  the  above  society  was 
held  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  Kingston-on-Thames,  on  Monday 
last,  Mr.  D.  Denniford  presiding.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T. 
Etheridge  were  elected  as  members.  Lieut.-Col.  Millard 
Hunsikar  was  proposed  as  a  member  by  Mr.  L.  H. 
Greig,  seconded  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett.  The  society 
having  decided  to  rent  three  miles  of  strictly  private  water 
on  the  Mole,  a  long  discussion  took  place  in  regard  to  the 
lease.  Mr.  A.  Drinkwater  having  kindly  offered  to  inter- 
view the  lessor  with  reference  to  the  boundaries,  the  rent- 
ing was  agreed  to,  subject  to  this  detail  being  satisfactorily 
arranged.  A  committee  meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday 
next  at  8  p.m.  to  draw  up  regulations,  which  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  special  meeting  on  Monday  week,  when  it  is 
expected  that  the  matter  will  be  satisfactorily  concluded. 
It  was  unanimously  agreed  to  continue  the  hire  of  a  punb 
for  the  free  use  of  members  for  another  twelve  months. 
Mr.  Amphlett  showed  a  few  roach  from  Datchet,  largest 
lib.  0|oz.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  proposed  by 
Mr.  Amphlett  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Lowe,  concluded  the 
proceedings.  Hon.  Reporter. 


LIVERPOOL  CITY  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION  (LATE  EAST  END). 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  association  (being  the  first 
under  the  new  title)  was  held  in  the  club-room.  Court 
House  Hotel,  Commutation-row,  on  Monday  evening, 
Jan.  8.  There  was  agood  muster  of  members,  all  sections 
of  the  association  being  represented.  From  the  report  of 
the  committee  for  last  year  it  appears  that  the  season  just 
clcsed  has  been  the  most  successful,  both  financially  and 
as  regards  sport  provided,  that  the  association  has  ever 
had,  and  everything  at  present  points  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  year  may  be  even  more  satisfactory.  The  financial 
position  is  exceptionally  good,  the  cash  in  hand  being  about 
£30,  while  the  assets  exceed  the  liabilities  by  some  £50. 
Thus  the  association  will  be  able  to  entertain  the  further 
renting  of  fishing  waters  should  anything  of  a  suitable 
nature  open  out.  As  regards  the  sporting  part  of  the 
programme,  it  appears  that  the  bulk  of  the  members  have 
taken  part  in  eleven  competitions  promoted  by  the  associa- 
tion, including  the  one  for  the  annual  challenge  shield  and 
medals ;  also  in  six  matches  got  up  by  other  clubs  and 
private  individuals.  In  addition,  there  were  twenty-eight 
ordinary  and  special  association  competitions  for  specimen 
fish,  &c  ,  making  a  grand  total  of  thirty-nine  competitions 
promoted  by  the  association,  and  representing  a  prize  dis- 
tribution of  the  value  of  over  £30,  of  which  about  £14 
was  presented  by  private  members,  and  the  balance  by  the 
association,  in  addition  to  the  annual  challenge  shield  and 
medals.  The  association's  private  waters  at  Meols,  and 
those  at  Bromborough,  Hooton,  Willaston,  and  Raby 
(some  nine  square  miles  of  country)  are  now  well  stocked 


with  both  coarse  fish  and  rainbow  trout,  and  have  shown 
^ood  sport.  This,  it  is  confidently  expected,  with  the 
judicious  re-stocking  which  periodically  takes  place, 
should  continue  to  give  even  a  more  satisfactory  result 
than  that  hitherto  experienced.  The  first  annual  election 
of  officers  under  the  new  title  took  place  at  thia  meeting, 
Mr.  Wm.  Rick  being  the  president,  and  Messrs.  Bate, 
Clarkson,  Pennington,  Filkin,  Spencer,  Segar,  Park, 
Brabin,  Gilmore,  and  Barratt,  vice-presidents.  The 
following  are  the  other  officers  elected  :  Chairman,  Mr. 
G.  Attwood ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  John  W.  Wright;  hon. 
sec,  Mr.  Chantlerj  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  T.  Gardner; 
auditors,  Messrs.  Wright  and  Bate  ;  committee,  Messrs. 
Pritchard,  Hetherington,  Park,  R.  Williams,  Segar,  J. 
Wishart,  Barclay,  Gilmore,  Brabin,  and  Laidlaw.  The 
committee  have  already  arranged  for  two  competitions  to 
take  place  in  each  of  the  following  months,  viz.,  March, 
July,  August,  September,  and  October.  There  will  also 
be  the  annual  competition  for  the  challenge  shield  and 
medals  (date  to  be  fixed  at  the  quarterly  meeting,  June  25) 
alEO  the  usual  competitions  for  specimen  fish,  and 
probably  other  matches  will  be  from  time  to  time 
arranged.  The  association  meets  at  the  Court  House 
Hotel,  Commutation-row,  each  Monday  evening  at  8.30 
for  general  business,  when  anglers  and  their  friends  will 
be  welcome,  and  any  necessary  information  can  then  be 
obtained.  Geeen  Rod. 


LEEDS  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  eighth  annual  dinner  of  this  prosperous  society  was 
held  at  the  West  Riding  Hotel  on  Friday  evening,  when 
fifty  members  and  friends  eat  down  to  a  capital  and  well- 
served  repast.  No  one  can  do  better  in  functions  of  this 
sort  than  Host  W.  G.  Royston,  who  is  not  only  a  good 
angler  but  a  capital  caterer,  and  there  is  no  wonder 
that  his  house  is  so  popular  with  the  resident  anglers  and 
others  whose  business  may  bring  them  into  Leeds  occa- 
sionally. After  the  cloth  was  removed,  Mr.  J.  Crampton 
proposed  the  health  of  "  The  Queen  and  Royal  Family." 
This  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  H.  Hope,  all  present  singing 
"God  Save  the  Queen"  with  much  enthusiasm.  This 
was  followed  by  the  toast  of  "  The  Army,  Navy,  and 
Auxiliary  Forces,"  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Conaty.  As 
quite  a  little  army  of  anglers  are  now  at  "  the  front "  or 
on  their  way  to  South  Africa,  it  is,  perhaps,  needless  to 
say  that  the  toast  was  received  with  the  greatest  enthu- 
siasm, all  present  singing  "Rule  Britannia,"  after 
which  Mr.  H.  Gale  gave  an  excellent  recitation  entitled 
"  Ordered  to  the  Front,"  and,  in  response  to  a  unanimous 
encore,  gave  us  the  "Absent-minded  Beggar,"  to  which 
the  appeal  of  "  Pay !  pay  !  pay  !  "  was  responded  to 
liberally.  The  toast  of  the  evening,  viz.,  "  The  Leeds 
Angling  Society,"  given  by  Mr.  P.  Slater  in  a  neat  little 
speech,  was  as  ably  supported  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Royston. 
Then  followed  a  song,  "  The  Young  Brigade,"  bo  well 
sungby  Mr.  J.  Foulds,  jun.,that  he  had  to  give  another, 
singing  in  good  style  "  Queen  of  the  Earth."  Mr.  J.  Pickers- 
gill  then  proposed  "  Kindred  Societies."  Mr.  T.  Foxcroft 
responded.  There  was  quite  a  furore  over  the  "  Last 
Watch,"  sung  .by  Mr.  C.  Scnthers,  and  the  company 
would  not  be  satisfied  until  he  had  given  a  couple  of 
encores  in  "  Good  Company  "  and  "  My  Heart  is  Thine." 
"  The  Visitors  "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Johnson,  and 
reponded  to  by  Messrs.  H.  Williams,  F.  Walbran,  and 
H.  Gale.  Mr.  R.  Johnson  then  treated  us  to  "  Simon  the 
Cellarer,"  and  to  the  "  Merry  Monk  "  as  an  encore.  Our 
host  had  once  more  to  get  on  his  feet  to  acknowledge  the 
toast  of  "  The  Caterers,"  given  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Grassham. 
A  song  by  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill,  "  When  there's  Love  at 
Home,"  reminded  us  that  we  should  have  to  soon  depart 
hence,  for  time  flies  quickly  in  pleasant  evenings  of  this 
sort  ;  and,  afcer  Mr.  J.  W.  Grassham  had  given  us  "  To 
angling  we  will  go,"  all  present  heartily  joined  in  "  Auld 
Lang  Syne  "  as  the  time  gong  sounded. 

J.  E.  MiLLEE. 


FISHING  AT  WEIMAR. 

The  proprietor  of  the  Hotel  Erbprinz,  at  Weimar,  who 
rented  the  upper  water,  has  left,  and  the  water  is  now  let 
privately  ;  therefore  it  will  not  be  possible  for  strangers  to 
obtain  permission  to  fish,  as  during  the  last  few  years. 
The  lower  water  was  not  much  fished,  but  yielded  a 
wonderful  average.  Unfortunately  there  were  few  days 
on  which  a  dry  fly  could  be  used,  and  most  of  the  fish  were 
caught  on  sea  trout  flies.  June  12  yielded  me  two  trout 
of  over  6lb.  each,  which  are  being  set  up,  besides  others 
returned.  I  had  two  more  days'  fishing,  with  poor  results. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christy  and  Capt.  Hornby,  fishing  off  and 
on  from  June  19  to  June  29,  took  out  sixty-one  fish, 
weighing  2461b.,  or  just  over  a  41b.  average;  they  must 
also  have  returned  a  large  number  of  smaller  fish.  Besides 
these  Mrs.  Christy  sent  a  trout  of  over  61b.  to  be  mounted. 
On  Sept.  2  I  again  visited  Weimar.  Owing  to  heat  and 
low  water,  or  some  other  reason,  the  fish  were  apparently 
nearly  ready  to  spawn,  so  I  returned  all  except  some  big 
males.  I  kept  three  fish  on  the  2nd  of  5jlb.,  4_Jlb.,  and 
4Jlb.,  which  I  had  smoked — a  good  way  of  dealing  with 
large  trout.  I  also  returned  fifteen  smaller  fish.  I  stayed 
on  until  the  9th,  but  everything  was  against  fishing,  and 
sport  only  moderate — nothing  up  to  61b.  Friday,  the-Sth, 
was  very  oppressive,  and  threatened  thunder  in  the  after- 
noon. Shortly  before  four  o'clock  fish  began  to  show  in 
an  extraordinary  fashion,  swimmingabout  near  the  surface 
in  an  aimless  sort  of  way,  and  taking  no  notice  of  a  fly. 
They  must  have  been  affected  by  the  weather.  At  six 
down  the  storm  came.  A  friend  who  was  fishing  rather 
higher  up  noticed  the  same  thing.  We  had  neither  of  us 
ever  seen  anything  like  it  before,  or  such  numbers  of  large 
trout.  Rainbo (V  trout  were  few  and  far  between,  and  not 
one  up  to  41b. — J.  H.  Lsscir,  in  the  Field. 
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8th  ANNUAL  YACHTINC  EXHIBITION, 

February  1  to  March  1,  1900, 

ROYAL  AQUARIUM,  WESTMINSTER, 


AND 


9th  ANNUAL  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION,] 

March  8  to  April  5,  1900. 

Early  apjilication  for  sptice  should  be  made  to  the  3IANAGING  DIHECTOR,  Roytil  Aqunvhim. 


NOW  READY. 


THE  JANUARY  NUMBER 

or 

Scribner's  Magazine. 

No.  157,  Vol.  xxvn. 
THE  FINEST  HJ^USTBATED  MAGAZINE 
OF  THE  DAT. 

PRICE  ONE  SHILLING. 


00NTBNT8 

Fbontispiece.  From  a  Portrait  of  OliTer 
Cromwell  by  Eobert  Walker. 

Olivek  Cromwell,  I  — The  Times  and  the 
Man  IHastratPd  with  original  drawings  by 
F.  C.  Yohn,  E.  C.  Peixotto,  Claude  A. 
Shepperson,  Frank  Craig,  and  with  re- 
productions from  portraits  and  documents. 
By  Theodore  Eoosevelt. 

Tommy  and  Grizel.  Chapters  I. — III.  Full- 
page  Illustration  by  Bernard  Partridge.  By 
J.  M.  Barrie. 

The  Walk  Up-Town.  In  New  York.  Illus- 
trations from  photographs  by  Dwight  L. 
Elmendorf  and  others.  By  Jesse  Lynch 
Williams. 

A  Life  for  a  Life.  A  Story.  lUuatrations  by 
Mr.  Pyle.   By  Howard  Pyle. 

White  Man  and  Brown  Man  in  the 
Philippines.  Illustrations  from  photo- 
graphs by  the  author.  By  Frederick  Palmer. 

The  COMiNrj  OF  THE  Snow.  Illustrations  from 
photugrapha  by  the  author.  By  Frederic 
Irland. 

The  Poetic  Cabarets  ok  Paris.  Illustrations 
by  Mr  Gregory  and  E.  Potthast.  By  Eliot 
Gregory. 

Thb  Qekat  Good  Place.   By  Henry  Jamos. 

New  Ykahs,  1900.   By  E.  S.  Martin. 

How  Toomy  Willed  His  Government  Job 
Illustrations  by  W.  D.  Stevens.  By  Robert 
Shackleton. 

The  Point  of  View.  Fair  Rhymes  an!  False 
— New  York  as  a  Place  to  Live  In — Etymo- 
logy as  a  Guide 

Th«  Field  of  Art.  Portrait  Art  by  a  Portrait 
Painter  (George  Butler). 


Landon;  SAMPSON  LOW,  UABSTON  &  '0. 
Ltd.  St.  Dunstan's  House  Fetter-lane,  E.G. 


GRAYLING  FLIES, 

Winged  or  Hackle,  in  great  variety,  X/O  per  dozen. 

'■  Dale's  Dove  pattern  of  the  Bed  Tag  is  very  attractive,  and  we  hope  before  long 
to  soe  one  at  the  end  of  our  line  floating  down  to  a  steadily  rising  grayling." 

E.  B.  Mabston,  Esq.,  Fishing  Gazette. 


SPECXAH^   FIaT    VIST'S  FREE. 


F.  W.  DALE,  Angler  and  Fly  Dresser,  HANLEY,  STAFFS. 

The  Westminster  Gazette  says 

"Reading  of  his  trials  and  triumphs,  admirably  set  forth  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  of  his 
unerring  .judgment  and  prompt  decision,  we  are  almost  tempted  to  exclaim 

OH,  FOR  AN  HOUR  OF  WELLINGTON." 

In  Two  Handsome  Royal  8vo.  Volumes,  36/.  net, 
With  very  fine  Photogravure  and  other  Portraits,  Maps,'  Battle  Plans,  ifec 

THE  LARGE  SECOND  EDITION 

is  now  ready  of  the  entirely 

New  Life  of  Wellington 

BY  TdE 

Rt.  Hon.  SIR  HERBERT  MAXWELL,  Bart.,  M.P. 

AT    ALI.    THE     BEST    LIBRARIES     AND  BOOKSEI.I.ERS. 

"  Excellent." — Times. 

"  A  brilliant  success." — Ddity  Oraphic. 

"  Masterly."— /'a?;  Mall  Gazette. 

"  In  the  front  rank  of  biographies." — Guardian. 

"  By  far  the  most  complete  and  satisfactory  tlogtitphy  of  the  great  Du^e."— Field. 

London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


NOW  READY.— THIRD  EDITION. 

A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

By    OOTSWOXjID     ISYS,  IMI.-A.. 
Price  ONE  SHILLING,  in  neat  cloth  binding. 

London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  Houso,  Fetter  Lane,  EX. 


THEAKER, 

For  30  years  Manufacturer  of  8  plait  Lines^ 
These  lines  are  made  from  pure  silk  of  the  very 
best  quality,  and  are  the  strongest  lines  in  tb«( 
market.  s.  d. 

HoACH    1  6 

Barbel    1  10 

Pike    3  O 

Salmon    4  4 

Per  100  yards. 

Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  teejl 
for  yourselves.  Dealer  in  all  kinds  of  baits 
Best  Nottingham  Lobworms,  3/.  per  thougandj 
500,1/8.   The  trade  supplied. 

THEAKER,  2,  Broad  Marsh  NOTTINGHAMj 
Anirlers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMH0U8I 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Stream»| 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL] 

Ghargei  very  Uodermte. 
Address :  King  Street  Alfreton, 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSI 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o., 

SHOULD  advj:bti8k  in 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address :  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSI 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Btour,] 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  A  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorsetl 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
'■  Wanted  "  advts.,  25  words  for  Is.  prepaid. 
Address  :  Observer  Office,  BourneraouthJ 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSI 
ACCOMMODATION 

Per  Fishing  the  Dove  81  Izaak  Walton  Countr 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  k  Dove  Valley  Recorcj 

Wanted  Advts.,  18  u)ords,6d. ;  80  uiords.  Is.,  prepait 
Address :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 


"INCUBATION. 
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This  High-class  Weekly  Journal  is  the  only  periodical  dealing  exclusively  and 
comprehensively  with  the  growing  subject  of  artificial  incubation.  Its  columns 
are  invaluable  to  the  operator,  its  aim  being  to  elucidate  the  vexed  problems  of 
this  important  pursuit. 


EVERY  FRIDAY,  PRICE  ONE  PENNY.     OF  ALL  NEWSAGENTS. 


1 


Subscriptions  and  Advertit^cnientH  received  by  the  PubHshers, 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  8t  COMPANY,  FETTER  LANE,  LONDON,  E.C; 


I    January  27.  1900J 


^ote5  from  t^c  ^oxi^). 


The  opening  on  the  Tay  system  was  marred  by  a 
passing  snowstorm,  which  raged  thronghont  the  central 
highlands,  and  had  its  effect  in  bringing  away  the  streams 
some  feet  too  big.   

Mi«  L.  M.  S.  Eichardson  had  the  honour  of  "  first 
blood  "  on  the  Ballathie  water  on  the  opening  day,  and 
had  not  her  casting  line  broken  in  the  morning  she_  would 
have  bad  another  beauty  to  crown  an  otherwise  in- 
auspicious opening  as  regards  weather. 

Fish  are  plentiful,  kelts  scarce,  finnock  and  sea  trout 
in  abundance,  and  sport  a  certainty  with  anything  like 
fair  weather  conditions.    Good  for  the  Tay  opening. 

The  death  of  Col.  Dick-Cunjngham  at  the  seat  of  war 
revives  the  melancholy  memory  of  the  heroic  death  which 
his  little  son  met  with  in  saving  Lord  Saltoun's  son  from 
drowning  while  bathing  on  the  sands  opposite  tha  Saltoan 
residence  on  the  Moray  Firth,  near  Fraserburgh,  some 
three  summers  or  so  ago.  Little  Dick  sived  yonrg 
Fraser,  but  sank  back  into  the  trough  of  the  receding 
wave,  and  was  drowned  from  sheer  exhaustion. 


Bob  Anderson,  the  famous  Perth  golfer,  has  pissed  over 
to  the  majority  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  Bob  was  at  one 
time  keen  on  the  rod,  but  latterly  the  golf  boom  claimed 
moit  of  his  time  and  attention. 


Miss  Johanna  Campbell,  the  Queen's  housekeeper  at 
Glassalt  Shiel,  Deeside,  died  last  week,  after  a  painful 
illness.  Miss  Campbell  was  of  an  extremely  kind  and 
obliging  disposition,  and  many  a  tourist  and  angler  will 
long  remember  her  with  gfratitude  for  the  welcome  cup  of 
tea  which  was  ever  ready  in  her  own  room  to  whoever 
came  her  way.  No  introduction  was  required,  and  to  all 
she  dispensed  a  queenly  hospitality  as  became  a  prime 
favourite  and  representative  of  the  Queen. 


Her  brother,  Mr.  Alexander  Campbell  (Sandy),  is  one 
of  Her  Majesty's  keepers,  and  as  a  trout-  angler  in  these 
parts  cannot  be  excelled.  He  is  guide,  philosopher,  and 
friend  to  the  princesses  and  Court  party  when  they  go 
a-trouticg  on  Loch  Mnick,  and  at  other  times  supplies  the 
Queen's  table  with  trout. 


The  steam  trawler  St.  Fotin  brought  a  large  shark  into 
Aberdeen  on  Friday  last.  It  measured  20ft.  in  length, 
and  weighed  over  a  ton.  It  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Gauld, 
fish  merch  mt,  Aberdeen.  

Professor  Hendrick,  Aberdeen  University  Agricultural 
Department,  in  a  lecture  on  "  Bac''.eria,"  last  week,  to 
the  Aberdeen  Natural  History  Society,  showed  a  model 
for  the  purification  and  disposal  of  sewage  and  waste 
products.  On  one  side  of  the  tank  were  two  bottles 
containing  distillery  effluent,  which  is  giving  so  much 
trouble  in  the  Spfy,  and  on  th?  other  side  the  purified 
water,  after  passiog  through  the  tank,  which  was  simply 
filled  with  cinderd  and  sand . 


Wherever  it  came  from  I  know  not,  but  a  lady  friend, 
knowing  my  predilection  for  salmon,  and  to  fire  my 
curiosity,  sent  me  an  excellent  cutlet  of  a  tresh-run  Epriog 
fish  of  apparently  about  81b.  All  inquiries  were  baffled. 
I  even  sent  my  better  half,  who  can  beat  me  at  "  angling  " 
in  this  respect ;  but  no  go,  the  bait  was  again  courteously 
refused,  and  we  were  lef c  in  the  dark. 


It  may  have  come  legally  from  the  Tay,  but  I  doubt  it. 
The  Dee  and  Don  are  nearer  at  hand,  and  my  suspicions 
are  that  it  came  mjsteriously  from  either  of  these  sister 
streams.  However,  as  to  its  quality  there  was  no  mistake, 
and  proved  as  tasty  a  morsel  of  Salmo  solar  as  ever  was 
toyed  with  on  the  prongs  of  a  fish-fork. 

Evidently  there  is  a  good  run  of  fresh  spring  fish  well  up 
into  the  Dee,  and  watcners  and  others  have  been  spot  ing 
them  from  the  Bridge  of  Potarch,  an  excellent  ooiga  of 
vantage.  We  have  seen  them  in  the  Bridge  Pool  moving 
op  and  down  like  bhoals  of  minnoivs  in  an  early  and 
open  season  like  the  present. 

Lord  Lovat's  corps  is  to  consist  of  30(J  scouts— not  3000, 
as  erroneously  stated.  This  is  more  like  the  thing.  He 
will  easily  raise  the  300,  and  already  half  that  number 
have  been  enrolled.   


The  .Scotch  Fishery  Board's  marine  hatchery  at  Bay  of 
Nigg,  Aberdeen,  is  forging  ahead.  Operations  are  being 
poshed  forward  to  complete  the  hatchery  proper,  and 
meantime  gravid  plaice  and  othsr  fish  for  experimental 
purposes  are  being  stocked  in  a  large  open  concrete  pond. 
Dr.  Foulton  is  bujy  at  wotk  in  the  laboratory,  and 
directing  the  scientific  operations  otherwise. 

Speciai,  Scotch. 


Ipcdvincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  half-yearly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  headquarters 
M  ^^^^'-^y  evening  last.  The  meeting  was  well  attended. 
Mr.  T.  Coles  presided  and  Mr.  C.  White  occupied  the  vice- 
chair.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  general  meeting, 
together  with  the  minutes  of  the  various  oonunettee 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


meetings  held  during  the  pa«t  six  months  were  read  and 
passed  without  comment,  as  they  chiefly  related  to  the 
good  work  that  the  society  had  done  to  assis^^  members 
who  had  fallen  into  distress.  A  death  was  reported  by 
the  secretary  of  a  young  member  of  the  Brothers  Well 
Met  Society.  The  claim  was  ordered  to  be  paid.  The 
election  of  ofiBoers  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months  was  then 
proceeded  with,  when  Mr.  T.  Coles  was  re-elected  presi- 
dent, and  Messrs.  C.  White,  R.  Holding,  and  J.  Hughes 
were  elected  as  vice-presidents ;  Messrs.  Foster  and 
McMullen  were  elected  as  auditors;  treasurer,  Mr.  C. 
White ;  trustees,  Messrs.  Tullett  and  Hughes ;  secre- 
tary, Mr.  J.  Rabone.  The  _  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  to  form  the  committee,  namely,  Messrs. 
McMullen,  Jolly,  Currie,  Bagley,  Roberts,  Twigg, 
Dearne,  Bgerton,  Wright,  Reeves,  Gilman,  Jones, 
Glover,  Underwood,  Sbale,  Bailey,  Holding,  Fitter, 
Gabb,  and  Haddock.  The  secretary  gave  in  a 
financial  report,  which  showed  that  the  exp3nse8  during 
the  half  year  amounted  to  £46  Is.  7d.  This  included  the 
relief  granted  to  members  and  death  claims ;  and  the 
amount  in  hand  amounted  to  £257  lOs.  9id.  The  report 
was  received  and  adopted.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the 
committee  the  members  will  be  selected  to  form  the 
divisional  committees.  The  Dudley  Society  have  been  on 
the  look-out  for  private  water  for  their  members  some  time 
now,  and  have  at  last  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  first-class 
pool  near  to  Churchill  and  Kidderminster.  The  pool  is 
well  stocked  with  fish,  and  has  not  been  fished  for  some 
time  now,  so  that  the  members  contemplate  having  some 
good  sport  for  their  money.  The  club  is  in  want  of  a  few 
good  members,  and  every  information  may  be  obtained 
from  the  secretary,  Mr.  W.  J.  Sproston,  4,  North-street, 
Dudley.  The  reduced  railway  fare  from  Dudley  to 
Churchill  has  just  been  fixed  by  the  G.W.R.  Co.  at  Is.  the 
double  journey.  A  meeting  of  the  newly  elected  committee 
of  the  Birmingham  Association  will  be  held  on  Thursday 
evening  next,  when  a  number  of  applications  for  affiliation 
by  new  clubs  will  be  heard.  Applications  from  members 
who  have  been  expelled  from  the  association  for  mis- 
conduct to  rejoin  the  association  will  also  be  heard.  The 
Black  Eagle  Society,  which  has  been  in  very  low  water 
for  some  considerable  time,  have  made  an  application  to 
remove  to  a  more  suitable  place  of  meeting,  and  where 
they  will  be  able  to  make  more  members.  The  house 
they  wish  to  remove  to  is  the  G  apes  Inn,  Bacchus-road, 
Soho.  What  with  the  new  clubs  and  the  large  influx  of 
new  members  to  the  already  established  clubs,  the  6500 
new  travelling  cards  have  already  been  distributed,  and 
from  what  I  can  see  of  the  way  members  are  being 
enrolled,  another  supply  of  cards  will  have  to  be  printed. 
This  is  very  encouraging,  and  goes  to  show  that  the  spor: 
of  angling  has  taken  a  deep  root  in  our  city.  As  things 
are  going  on  we  shall  soon  have  to  look  after  fresh  fishing 
grounds  for  our  members,  but  in  order  to  do  this  we 
shall  have  to  go  further  from  Birmingham,  which  means 
more  money  to  be  paid  for  travelling  expenses.  This  will  be 
the  only  drawback,  but  something  will  have  to  be  done  to 
meet  our  requirements,  which  no  doubt  the  committee  will 
take  into  consideration  at  the  first  opportunity.  We  have 
been  having  a  little  brighter  weather  during  the  last  few 
dajs,  and  if  it  c  jntioues  our  rivers  will  be  about  right  for 
fishing,  and  a  number  of  our  members  will  embiace  the 
opportunity  of  visiting  their  favourite  spots.  So  far  this 
year  very  little  has  been  done.  This  makes  our  members 
very  anxious  to  get  out. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Since  my  last  notes  were  dispatched  we  have  had  a  con- 
siderable quantity  more  rain,  but  anglirg  pursuits  have  not 
been  checked  by  the  downfall.  Quite  a  number  of  rods 
have  been  out,  and  bottom  fiehermen  especially  have  been 
in  luck's  way.  The  Glen,  in  the  Sarfleet  district,  which  is 
always  a  reliable  winter  resort  has  fiehsd  extremely  well. 
Here  roachista  have  been  getting  from  201b.  to  301b.  in  a 
tingle  day.  The  worm  has  proved  an  alluring  bait,  and 
many  a  good  fish — some  weighing  up  to  IJlb. — have  been 
taken  by  its  use.  Pike  fishermen  have  been  most  in 
evidence  on  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Witham.  The 
lower  lengths  have  not  yet  quite  recovered  from  the  recent 
floods,  but  by  the  end  of  the  present  week  good  sport 
should  be  obtainable  in  the  Dogdyke  and  Langrick  districts. 
Pike  fishing  on  the  Welland  and  Forty-foot  has  also  much 
improved  since  the  rainfall. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
We  are  having  very  fair  weatler  in  this  distiict  for 
angling  pursuits,  and  our  anglers  have  availed  themselves 
of  it ;  but  sport  Las  only  been  moderate  as  yet,  although 
most  of  our  local  waters  are  again  resuming  their  normal 
condition,  and  in  s  )me  quarters  have  subsided  and  fined 
down.  The  river  Bull,  in  the  top  stretches,  is  now  in  very 
fair  condition,  and  the  fish  are  taking  both  worm  and 
paste,  and  above  Hempholme  perch  are  taking  worm 
freely.  Good  fish  are  also  being  met  with  at  the  bflck-ends 
and  at  Leven  Lock.  In  the  Wawoe  district  on  Tuesday 
Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  fell  in  with  a  very  nice  sample  of  fish, 
both  roach  and  perch  taking  the  black-headed  worm.  A  few 
good  dace  have  also  been  taknn  in  this  district,  and  in  the 
upper  waters  Mr.  H.  Raws-n,  of  the  Victorii  Society,  has 
had  a  splendid  specimen.  The  rivers  Lud  1  and  Ancholme, 
in  Lincolnshire,  are  reported  in  very  fair  trim  for  pike 
fishing,  and  in  the  former  both  roach  and  perch  are  being 
taken  with  worm  at  Thoresby  and  near  the  lock.  The 
river  Derwent  is  reported  to  be  in  better  condition  than  it 
has  been  for  some  time  past,  and  prospects  of  sport  greatly 
on  the  improve,  so  that  as  some  of  our  local  enthusiasts  are 
intending  paying  it  a  visit,  no  doubt  they  will  have  better 
results  than  the  last  party,  some  of  whom  returned  home 
nilled  owing  to  the  weather  and  flooded  state  of  the  naters. 
A  few  decent^  sized  pike  have  been  met  with  in  the 
Newport  district,  and  as  the  Market  Weighton  Canal 
li  now  in  fair  condition  for  pike  fishing  it  should  pay  for  a 
visit.   At  home  the  societies  are  all  making  preparations 
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for  the  forthcoming  season  by  electing  their  executives, 
fixing  matches,  &c.  The  River  Hull  Angling  Society 
have  already  fixed  their  annual  open  angling  match  for 
Saturday,  May  19.  The  George  and  Dragon  Angling 
Society  have  just  held  their  annual  dinner  at  their  club- 
room,  in  Grimsby  Lane,  which  was  a  most  enthusiastic 
affair,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  R.  Green,  who  during 
the  evening  was  the  recipient  of  the  society's  gold 
medal  for  most  points  during  the  past  season.  Mr. 
T.  Watson  also  received  a  gold  medal  for  the  heaviest 
fifh  caught ;  and  the  indefatigable  treasurer  and  host, 
Mr.  Simpson,  was  the  recipient  of  an  illuminated  address, 
as  a  memento  oF  the  esteem  he  was  held  in  by  the  members, 
and  after  Mr.  Simpson  had  suitably  replied,  the  report 
was  read,  which  proved  the  society  to  be  in  a  good 
sound  position,  having  a  balance  in  hand  from  last  season's 
working  of  £7  ISs.  lid.  At  the  last  club  meeting  of  the 
Peel  Angling  Society  the  sum  of  24s.  was  subscribed  to 
the  local  Transvaal  War  Fund.  At  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Hull  Preservation  Society,  held  at  the  White  Horse 
Hotel,  Mr.  John  Dickenson  was  re-elected  president ; 
Messrs.  C.  Wurr  and  J.  E.  Holmes,  vice-presidents;  Mr. 
W.  Cutting,  treasurer ;  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Hay,  hon.  secretary. 
The  report  showed  the  society  to  have  a  balance  in  hand 
of  £46  198.  11 Jd.  to  carry  forward  after  paying  all  expenses 
of  last  year's  working,  which  included  carriage  of  fish, 
rent  of  Inglemere  Lake,  netting  of  fish,  &c. ;  and  amongst 
other  items  of  interest  to  Hull  anglers  was  the  turning 
into  the  river  Hull  at  Dunswell  of  7000  fish,  netted  from 
the  Skidby  Drain  during  cleansing  operations  in  that 
district.  'The  privilege  tickets  for  1900  are  now  ready  and 
can  be  had  of  the  secretary,  Mr.  W.  B.  Hay,  6,  Burton 
Villas,  Field-street,  Hull. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Wigan  and  District  Anglers' 
Amalgamated  Association  was  held  last  week  (too  late  for 
notice  earlier).  Once  more  this  association  can  look  back 
upon  its  doings  with  eatisfaction.  Report  and  balance- 
sheet  were  both  acceptable,  and,  of  course,  easily  disposed 
of.  The  following  executive  for  1900  was  elected : 
President,  Councillor  L.  Booth,  who  also  acts  as  treasurer, 
and,  speaking  from  memory,  the  writer  thinks  Mr.  Booth 
has  held  the  office  nearly  forty  years ;  secretary,  Mr.  R. 
Foster;  visiting  officers.  Councillor  Booth  and  Mr.  R. 
Melling ;  auditors,  Messrs.  J.  Walsh  and  Jno.  Knowles  j 
trustees,  Messrs.  W.  Seabrook  and  H.  Green  ;  committee, 
Messrs.  L.  Booth,  R.  Foster,  H.  Green,  R.  Melling,  W. 
Seabrook,  W.  Knowles,  G.  Powers,  and  J.  Ledwith. 
With  respect  to  the  friendly  meeting  Ijetween  R.  Melling 
and  one  of  the  Sheffield  experts  matters  are  hanging  fire. 
Melling  wants  an  open  thing,  all  fish  to  count ;  and  on  the 
other  tide  some  restrictions,  say,  roach  only,  are  talked  of. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  arrangements  for  a  meeting  will  be 
made,  as  it  would  certainly  be  a  mcst  popular  event. 
The  last  meeting  of  the  Lune  Fishery  Board  voices  the 
season  of  1899  as  a  whole.  1898  was  a  disappointing  time, 
but  last  year  was  even  worse.  If  there  is  a  board  any- 
where really  trying  to  help  to  preserve  and  protect  fishing, 
it  is  this  board,  and  the  way  they  stick  to  their  work  is 
worthy  of  our  highest  esteem.  There  is  a  lot  of  news  to 
hand  from  Liverpool  respecting  important  meetings. 
First  of  all  comes  that  of  the  "  East  Bnders,"  under  their 
new  title  of  Liverpool  City  Angling  Association.  By  the 
bye,  "asS'  ciation"  seems  rather  a  favourite  word  in  this 
city,  and  predominates  over  that  of  "society."  The 
annual  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  a  lot  of  business 
transacted.  Last  year  was  the  best  one  so  far,  both 
financially,  numerically,  and  from  a  sporting  point  of 
view.  They  have  £30  in  hand,  and  assets  exceed  liabilities 
by  over  £50.  A  lengthy  programme  has  been  arranged 
for  the  coming  season,  and  an  efficient  executive  elected 
for  1900.  Space  forbids  of  further  notice  of  this  large  efficient 
association.  The  Bjotle  Angling  Association  have  just  held 
their  annual,  as  reported.  The  last  meeting  of  the  Edgehill 
was  lirgely  attended,  in  order  to  wish  a  member  good-bye 
who  was  expected  to  be  "  ordered  out  "  to  serve  his  Queen 
and  country ;  but  fate  decreed  that  he  must  still  shoulder 
the  rod  instead  of  the  gun,  and  he  has  to  unwillingly  stay 
at  home.  The  Nelson  and  West  Derby  Society  are  busy 
arranging  for  social  events  and  other  club  business.  At 
the  first  special  meeting  of  the  Central  Angling  Association, 
amongst  other  business  the  agenda  contained  the  report  of 
their  delegate  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association.  The  Liverpool  centre  of  this  parent 
body  have  arranged  for  a  social  evening,  and,  by  way  of  a 
preparation,  finished  up  with  a  little  harmony.  The 
Urmston  and  Fiixton  Angling  Society  have  just  held  their 
antual  meeting,  but,  contrary  to  the  usual  courtesy  of 
their  society,  the  report  of  same  is  not  to  hand.  It  is 
understood  the  general  condition  of  this  society  is  very 
good. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  Moss  Side  Social  Angling  Society  is  simply  irre- 
pressible. No  sooner  do  they  get  through  with  one  bit  of 
business  than  off  they  go  on  another.  For  the  future  the 
last  meeting  in  every  month  must  be  closed  promptly  at 
nine  o'clock  so  far  as  business  is  concerned,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  time  occupied  in  a  social  manner.  Next 
Monday,  the  29th,  Mr.  A.  L.  Harkness  is  responsible  for 
the  programme.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Ben  Brierley  Angling 
Society's  private  waters  will  receive  a  substantial  consign- 
ment of  fish  by  the  time  theee  notes  are  in  print. 
Stroking  generally  has  suffered  in  this  district  by  the 
inclement  weather  of  the  past  few  weeks  and  the  holidays 
combined.  On  the  23rd  the  Welcome  Angling  Society, 
Hulme,  held  a  meeting  at  headquarters.  The  balance- 
sheet  for  the  half-year  was  read  and  passed,  and 
after  meeting  all  the  liabilities  of  the  society,  which 
have  been  lather  heavier  than  usual,  a  substantial 
balance  remains  in  hand.  They  are  arranging  for 
a  social  evening  in  a  week  or  so.  It  is  with  regret  that 
we  have  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  M.  Plant,  who  has 
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passed  away  after  a  rather  long  illness.  The  Barton 
Sociil  Angling  Society  held  their  annual  dinner  on 
Saturday  at  headquarters,  Mr.  Woodbum  presiding.  The 
secretary's  report  was  read  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Wood,  the 
secretary,  and  proved  satisfactory.  After  disp3aing  of 
this  duty  he,  on  behalf  of  the  members,  presented  the  ex- 
chairman,  Mr.  HinchlifFe,  with  a  timepiece,  in  recognition 
of  his  past  services.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in 
a  social  manner.  An  interesting  item  was  a  collection  of 
83.  lOd.  for  the  war  fund.  The  officers  expect  to  be 
busy  doing  a  little  stocking  daring  the  next  few 
weeks.  Some  of  our  city  men  are  complaining  that 
nothing  is  being  done  towards  stocking  the  Dee  at 
LlangoUen  with  trout ;  they  seem  to  think  a  little 
cash  spent  by  the  locals  would  entice  visitors  to  this  place. 
The  report  this  week  from  Dogdyke  is  certainly  of  a 
brighter  character,  and  would  justify  any  angler  from  this 
district  in  making  the  journey  if  he  wants  to  get  a  few 
Witham  pike.  A  pair  were  taken  off  the  end  of  the  Slea- 
ford  cut  last  week-end  live  baiting,  but  they  are  showing 
signs  of  the  approaching  close  time.  The  winter  is  all  but 
gone,  and  yet  we  hear  nothing  of  any  lectures  for  anglers 
beyond  a  few  club  fixtures.  Surely  we  have  not  lost  all 
taste  for  this  kind  of  thing,  and  fancy  we  have  nothing  to 
learn  of  the  sport  we  profess  to  love.  Next  Monday  the 
Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  are  holding  a  social,  and 
invite  their  friends  ;  they  hope  for  a  good  muster.  Late 
reports  from  Llanymyneoh  say  that  the  canal  is  fishing 
alxjut  the  best.    This  will  perhaps  answer  a  few  inquiries. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Most  of  the  broads  were  frozen  over  till  Saturday  last, 
and  are  only  just  getting  into  good  order  for  pike  fishing. 
The  weather  during  the  last  few  days  has  been  wretched, 
and  no  one  has  been  out  this  week  bo  far,  so  that  there  is 
nothing  to  report  in  the  way  of  sport.  The  annual  dinner 
of  the  Bast  Anglian  Angling  Club  was  held  on  Thursday 
last  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  Norwich,  and  was  in  every 
way  a  successful  gathering.  The  president  of  the  club, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Farrow,  took  the  chair,  and  was  supported  by  a 
goodly  number  of  the  members  of  the  club  and  their 
friends. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Yet  another  rise  !  The  Trent,  at  the  period  of  writing, 
was  coming  on  rapidly,  and  as  rain  was  again  falling  indi- 
cations pointed  to  a  semi-flood.  Scarcely  a  day,  since  my 
last,  has  passed  without  rain.  A  few  enthusiasts  of  the 
Wellington  Society  visited  Shardlow  on  the  18th,  and 
tried  for  pike  in  Chubley's  Exe.  Eight  or  nine  fish  were, 
I  understand,  landed,  including  one  of  abjut  8lb.  Roich 
fishers  were  busy  on  the  21st  above  the  City  Bridge,  also 
below,  and  up  to  noon  fair  sport  was  enjoyed.  Shortly 
before  one  o'clock  haavy  rain  set  in,  and  since  then  visita- 
tioas  have  been  frequent.  Moreover,  high  winds  have 
raged.  Salmon  are  said  to  have  been  showing  at  King's 
Mills  Weirs,  and  possibly  the  recurring  floods  may,  thus 
early,  have  brought  up  fish.  There  is  next  to  nothing 
doing  at  the  clubs,  and  gossip,  all  round,  is  at  a  decided 
discount.  War  news  leads  the  way,  and  on  Wednesday 
our  Volunteers  who  had  volunteered  for  the  front  had  a 
glorious  send  off. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  quantity  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the  past  week,  and 
the  river  Severn  continues  very  high  and  of  a  bad  cslour, 
consequently  few  rods  have  been  out.  The  Teme  is  still 
high,  but  in  very  fair  condition  for  angling,  but  the  few 
sportsmen  that  tried  their  luck  had  very  indifferent  sport, 
and  that  among  the  roach  and  dace.  The  current  was  so 
strong  nothing  could  be  done  without  ledgering.  The 
Berkeley  Arms  Club  had  their  annual  meeting  on  Monday 
evening,  Mr.  H.  Roberts  presiding.  There  was  a  large 
attendance.  The  hon.  secretary.  Major  Martin,  presented 
the  balance-sheet,  which  showed  the  club  to  be  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition,  and  the  prospects  for  the  coming 
season  exceptionally  good.  The  district  secretary,  Mr.  R. 
Wingfield,  addressed  the  meeting  on  matters  of  vital  im- 
portance to  anglers,  and  was  given  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks. 
The  Sabrina  Club  held  their  annual  meeting  at  their 
headquarters,  the  Plough  Inn,  Fish-street,  on  Monday 
evening.  Neither  the  president,  Mr.  S.  Smith,  nor  the 
vice-president,  Mr.  Jackson,  were  able  to  attend.  A  large 
number  of  members  were  present.  The  secretary.  Mr.  A. 
Dyson,  presented  his  report  and  balance-sheet^  which  was 
very  satisfactory.  The  club  has  a  ^ood  surplus  in  hand,  and 
s  me  good  prizes  towards  the  coming  season's  competitions. 
Mr.  Wingfield,  district  secretary,  gave  a  detailed  account 
of  the  conference  between  Mr.  J.  Willis  Bund  and  the 
anglers'  representatives,  held  in  Birmingham,  which  gave 
rise  to  consilerable  discussion.  The  Worcester  and 
District  Angling  Association  Iield  a  special  meeting  at  the 
Berkeley  Arms  Ilotel  on  Friday  evening  labt,  to  consider  the 
new  regulations  for  coarse  fish  anglurs  to  be  brought 
before  the  Severn  Fiehsry  Board  at  their  meeting  at 
Birmingham  on  Thursday,  the  25th  inst.  The  proposed 
regulations  were  taken  KeriaHm,  and  considerable  die- 
cu-bion  tfjok  place  on  some  of  them,  the  majority  being 
approved  of.  The  whole  of  the  delegates  were  willing  to 
recommend  their  members  to  take  a  ticket  to  astist  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board  in  protecting  the  coarse  fish  in  tin 
river  ;  but  ae  there  are  no  trout  in  the  river,  they  object 
to  anglers  l>eing  compelled  to  pay  for  a  trout  licence  in 
addition  to  the  coarse  fish  ticket.  Most  likely  this  will 
bo  put  right  when  the  matter  comes  before  the  Severn 
Fianery  Board. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
|j  nieaionably  mild  weather  has  prevailed,  which  has 
b)en  favourable  to  fishing,  but  the  pastline  is  still  inter- 
rupted by  the  state  of  the  rivers,  v/hich  are  mostly  dis- 
coloured and  running  high.  Kvon  br>ttom  finhora  have 
vnfTered  disappointment.  The  grayling  season  appears,  on 
the  wriole,  to  have  l>een  satisfactory,  whilst  the  prospects 
for  trout  are  hopefal.  The  latter  fish  do  not  appear  to  have 


suffered  from  the  recent  floods,  and,  being  in  fine  con- 
dition, a  successful  season  may  be  anticipated  if  the  open 
weather  continues  and  the  trout  are  enabled  to 
feed  well  off  the  creeper  and  the  Stone  Fly.  News 
has  reached  the  coast  of  the  loss  at  sea  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Walker,  the  old  Aberdeen  fisherman,  who  spent  last  season 
at  Scarborough,  and  claimed  to  have  sailed  from  Aberdeen 
to  Scarborough  alone  in  his  own  sailing  boat.  About  three 
weeks  ago  he  left  Aberdeen  alone  in  his  boat  to  join 
another  old  fisherman,  who  owned  a  larger  boat,  in  cod 
fishing  a  few  miles  north  of  Aberdeen.  He  has  not  since 
been  heard  of,  and  there  is  little  doubt  his  boat  has  been 
awamped.  The  York  Melbourne  A,S.  held  their  annual 
dinner  at  the  Melbourne  Hotel  on  Jan.  20,  the  president, 
Mr.  G.  Woolf  ord,  in  the  chair.  At  the  outset  the  members 
remembered  they  were  Britons  as  well  as  Waltonians,  and 
drank  the  health  of  the  Queen  and  the  Royal  Family  in 
bumpers ,  and  expi  essed  with  enthusiasm  their  admiration  f  o  r 
the  army,  navy,  and  volunteers.  Quartermaster-Sergeant 
Rayment  referred  to  the  allegations  against  Sir  Wm 
Butler  in  connection  with  the  Transvaal.  He  had  served 
under  him  from  1884  to  1887,  and  a  more  upright  and 
straightforward  man  he  did  not  wish  to  meet.  It  was  not 
right  for  anyone  who  did  not  know  the  man  to  run  him 
down.  He  who  thought  Sir  William  would  ever  give  away 
his  country  was  mistaken.  Mr.  T.  Welburn  proposed 
"  Success  to  the  Melbourne  A.S.,"  whose  members,  he 
said,  included  some  of  the  most  accomplished  anglers 
in  York,  men  who  could  always  hold  their  own 
in  a  pegged  -  down  competition.  The  prowess  of 
one  of  the  members  among  the  big  roach  had 
caused  quite  a  stir  in  city  angling  circles.  The  president, 
who  replied,  said  they  had  last  year  a  most  successful 
season,  both  as  regarded  their  matches  and  their 
excursions,  whilst  Mr.  Lennard  brought  from  the  Derwent, 
Malton  way,  one  of  the  finest  samples  of  roach  that  had 
ever  fallen  to  the  rod  of  an  angler.  Mr.  R.  Lees  Mason,  hon 
sec,  Faid  that  daring  the  last  season  the  club  fished  two 
matches  and  a  sweepstakes.  The  total  value  of  the  prizes 
fished  for  was  £18  10s.,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  they 
carried  forward  a  balance  of  7a.  6d.  They  had  now  in 
hand  £4  12s.  The  City  of  York  A.C.  held  their  annual 
meetiag  at  the  Albert  Hotel,  Skeldergate,  on  Monday 
evening,  when  the  secretary  presented  a  satisfactory 
report.   


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

T.  Arthue  and  B.  Simes. — The  bonk  that  you  ought 
to  buy  to  give  you  the  information  you  require  concerning 
the  Thames,  is  "  The  Lower  and  Mid  Thames  ;  where  and 
how  to  fish  it."  There  is  a  map  shoniog  150  swims,  and 
other  very  useful  information  concerning  the  river.  Order 
from  Messrs.  Sampson  Low  and  Co.,  price  Is. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents  ] 


FRESH-WATER  SHRIMP  AND  TROUT  OVA. 

Sir, — The  "Notes  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  Jan.  13 
were  of  particular  interest  to  me,  as  I  was  engaged  about 
that  time  in  hunting  trout  ova  in  the  natural  spawning 
beds,  and  perhaps  a  few  notes  on  the  subject  may  be  of 
interest. 

The  spawning  beds  examined  were  in  a  stream  where 
there  is  only  very  little  gravel  on  the  top  of  a  bed  of 
solid  rock — not  more  than  6in.  at  most.  A  net  was  placed 
behind  the  redd  and  then  the  gravel  gently  stirred  with  a 
stick.  The  current  carries  the  eggs  down  to  the  net 
when  they  are  stirred  out  of  the  gravel,  and  an 
examination  of  the  contents  shows  conclusively  the  nature 
of  the  other  occupants  of  the  redd  besides  the  eggs. 

In  one  redd  1  found  over  300  fresh-water  shrimpa 
(Qammarus  pulex),  a  few  caddis  worms,  and  a  good  many 
caterpillar-like  grubs,  which  are  evidently  larva;  of  some 
kind.  In  each  redd  I  found  a  large  number  of  bad  eggs— 
rather  more  than  50  per  cent. — and  besides  these  a 
quantity  of  empty  shells.  The  other  eggs  looked  strong 
and  healthy,  and  were  well  eyed.  They  were  spawned 
between  Nov.  16  and  Nov.  20.  None  of  the  bad  egga  had 
any  growth  of  byssus  on  them,  and  seemed  quite  recently 
dead.  As  such  a  large  number,  however,  were  found  in 
the  redd  (200  or  300),  it  would  seem  that  the  shrimps, 
although  there  in  great  numbers,  were  not  feeding  on 
them,  and  yet  the  presence  of  the  empty  shells  shows 
something  had,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  was  the 
caddis  worms,  as  I  know  they  eat  eggs.  I  have  placed 
some  shrimps  in  a  tank  with  some  dead  eggs  and  some  live 
eggs,  and  so  I  shall  be  able  to  note  whether  shrimps  are 
partial  to  dead  eggs  only,  or  whether  they  will  eat  live 
ones  too.  From  the  way  I  have  seen  a  shrimp  pick  up  an 
egg  and  swim  round  with  it,  1  am  inclined  to  think  they 
are  fond  of  fresh  eggs  as  well  as  bad  ones.  An 
examination  of  a  spawning  bed  will  show  anyone  con- 
clusively, J  think,  that  though  a  few  eggs  may  be  taken  by 
shrimps,  by  far  the  largest  numbers  are  too  well  covered 
for  even  a  shrimp  to  find. — Yours  truly, 

W1L8ON  H.  Abmirtkai). 

Co.  Cavan  Trout  Farm,  Shercook. 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Dkab  Sir, — No  doubt  you  noticed  the  report  of  our 
annual  general  meeting,  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of 
Saturday  last,  and  that  the  Cardiff  Corporation  has  been 
induced,  at  the  instigation  of  our  society,  to  not  only 
entertain  the  project  of,  but  also  to  build,  a  fish  hatchery 
and  B(iuarium  in  their  principal  park.  The  work  has  been 
carried  out  with  the  assistance  or  certain  members  of  the 


society,  among  whom  is  Mr.  John  Mander,  one  of  the 
vice-presidents,  and  there  are  at  the  present  moment 
15,000  ova  in  the  trays. — Yours  faithfully, 

Ernest  Webster  (Joint  Hon.  Sec). 

A  NOTE  FROM  MEXICO. 

Dear  Sir, — I  write  to  say  I  am  now  here,  in  a  most 
delightful  climate.  If  this  picturesque  spot  was  only 
known  amongst  English  tourists,  Mexico  would  certainly 
be  a  veritable  winter  resort.  This  is  the  tourist  time  for 
Americas  tourists,  the  hotels  being  all  crowded.  There  ia 
capital  trout  fishing  here  and  deer  hunting,  and  the 
Mexican  railway  companies  do  everything  in  their  power 
to  please  tourists,  issuing  round  retarn  trip  tickets ; 
from  Mexico  City,  Inter-Oceanic  Line,  English  Com- 
pany, Pullman  cars,  6  dols.  retarn  tickets,  3  dols. 
American,  i.e.,  12b.  English  money ;  five  hours'  ride 
there  and  five  hours  back.  That  is  cheap  enough, 
through  moat  pictureaque  mountain  scenery.  Travelling 
is  quite  safe  to  persons.  Mexico  is  certainly  the  coming 
country  of  the  day,  both  in  a  commercial  point  of  view  and 
also  as  a  tourists'  winter  health  resort.  I  think  the  best' 
route  is  the  French  line,  from  St.  Nazaire,  Corunna, 
,  Havannah,  and  Vera  Cruz  I  came  out  by  the 
West  Indian  Pacific  line ;  £40  round  trip ;  very  cheap. 
But  then,  again,  they  touch  at  that  awful  place.  Colon ; 
and  the  boats  are  safe  and  food  good — substantial,  plain 
food  ;  but  for  people  travelling  en  luxe  the  French  line  is 
the  route.  The  New  York  route  is  not  possible  for 
English  tourists,  as  there  is  that  crossing  the  Atlantic, 
whereas  by  the  French  line  yon  are  in  sunshine  after 
leaving  the  coast  of  Spain. — Yours  faithfully, 

Hotel  Maelos,  Mexico.  Philip  Musgrave. 

LARGE  TROUT  FOR  SALE  ! 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  recently  seen  some  large  trout 
(101b.)  on  sale,  with  labels  on  them,  "  T.  A.  P.,"  or 
"  V.  O.  P."  They  came  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Chiistchnroh  or  Whitchurch.  Should  any  of  your  readers 
have  lost  them,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  any  information 
in  my  power. — Yours  truly.  Enquirer. 

THE  OTTER,  BUDLEIGH  SALTERTON. 
Dear  Sir,— Caa  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give  me 
particulars  of  the  trout  fishing  in  the  Otter, _  at  Budleigh 
Salterton,  extent  of  free  water,  price  of  tickets  for  the 
preserved  portions,  and  if  wading  is  neceisary  ?— Yoors 
truly,    R.  B. 

LEATHER  KNEE  BOOTS. 
Dear  Sir,— -I  hive  a  pair  of  knee  boots  made  of  sea- 
boot  leather,  and  which  were  stated  to  be  waterproof. 
The  vrater.  however,  finds  its  way  in  at  the  feet  when 
wading.  Can  any  of  jour  readers  please  say  what  to  do 
to  make  them  thoroughly  waterproof  ?  They  are  not  hand 
sewn,  but  fastened  with  wooden  p9gs. — Yours  truly, 

  R.  B. 

FRESH-WATER  FISH  AND  THEIR  WINGED 
ENEMIES. 

Dear  Sir,— Mr.  Cushny'a  letter  on  this  subject  is  a 
vary  interesting  piece  of  work,  and  one  I  have  read  with 
great  interest.  Permit  me,  however,  to  point  out  to  him 
tdat  our  winged  poachers,  if  they  do  some  amount  of  harm 
by  consuming  spawn,  compensate  for  it  in  the  most  ample 
manner.  After  their  feast  they  visit  other  waters,  some 
of  them  solitary  ponds,  or,  if  the  word  is  permissible, 
isolated  tarns.  Stray  egga  adhere  to  their  bills  and 
plumage,  and  these,  when  they  get  washed  off  in  these 
waters — the  new  resting  place  of  the  winged  poachers — 
form  the  nucleus  of  a  stock  of  fish,  and  thus  we  get  waters 
right  above  river  level  furnished  with  inhabitants  which 
give  good  sport.  Let  me  ask  some  of  the  more 
enthusiastic  anglers  not  to  be  too  hard  on  the  birds,  but 
to  remember  that  they  are  the  weights  that  nature  uses  to 
balance  her  scales.  Moreover,  if  they  do  eat  up  a  few 
thousand  fish  eggs,  they  in  return  add  beauty  to  the 
picture,  and  in  committing  these  predations  they  are  only 
satiating  a  natural  instinct.  But  take  the  angler,  what 
do?s  he  do  P  For  the  sake  of  what  he  oalla  sport  he  killa 
a  multitude  of  fish,  big  and  little,  and  probably  when  he 
has  killed  them  they  go  on  the  dustheap.  The  only 
instinct  he  obeys  is  that  of  killing.  I  think  it  may  be 
taken  for  granted  that  the  average  angler  in  one  week  will 
do  more  real  damage  than  a  score  of  water  birds  will  do 
in  a  month. — Yours,  &c.,  G.  E.  Simms. 

GULLS,  SALMON,  AND  OVA. 
Dear  Sir, — I  think  that  your  correspondent  "  Dnm- 
fressian  "  must  have  got  into  some  drouthy  company 
himself.  Did  he  ever  know  a  case  of  a  fertile  egg  that 
would  float  ?  He  may  take  the  case  of  the  eggs  of  any 
creatures,  from  those  of  insects  to  fowls ;  fertile  egga 
always  sink  to  the  bottom  when  immersed  in  water.  The 
sinking  is  a  sign  of  fertility, — Yours  faithfully, 

  A  Vetehan. 

GRATING  ACROSS  A  STREAM. 

Dear  Sir,— I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  kindly 
inform  me  in  your  next  issue  of  the  Fishinti  Gazelle  if  we 
have  the  right  to  place  a  grating  across  a  small  stream  to. 
prevent  trout  from  escaping  from  our  water  ? 

We  own  the  land  on  one  side  and  rent  the  fishing  on 
the  other.  The  tenant  who  lets  us  the  fishing  is  quite 
agreeable.  .  ^ 

We  are  thinking  of  turning  in  some  trout  thia  seaaoiir 
and  do  not  want  them  to  run  up  stream  or  drop  down. 

G.  B.  M. 

[  Mr.  M.  must  get  permission  from  millera  and  othe' 
owning  the  stream  below  before  he  can  put  up  any 
obstruction  to  the  flow  of  the  water,  and  a  grating  ia 
obetruojion.— Ei>,l 
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WITH  WHICH  18  INCORPOBATED 

ANGLING    AND    CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  3rd,  1900. 


THE  SPRING  SALMON  ANGLER. 


Anolebs  are  all  more  or  lesa  enthnsiasts  ;  bnt, 
aa  one  star  differeth  in  glory  from  another,  so  the 
spring  salmon  angler  may  be  said  to  differ  in  his 
love  of  the  sport  from  most  other  disciples  of  the 
rod.  His  enthusiasm  is  of  the  first  magnitude, 
and  nothing  can  prove  this  more  clearly  than  the 
rush  which  is  annually  made  to  be  in  at  the 
opening,  and  share  in  the  first  fruits  of  the  new 
season.  Nothing  bat  conditions  impossible  to 
conquer  or  circumvent  keeps  him  indoors  on  the 
opening  day.  Nothing  but  the  absolute  certainty 
of  blank  failure  rules  him  out  of  court  on  that 
auspicious  occasion,  when  the  legal  fetters  are 
once  more  removed  and  he  is  free  once  again  to 
try  conclusions  with  Salmo  mlar.  At  no  time  of 
the  year  is  enthusiasm  more  often  needed,  and  at 
no  time  of  the  year  has  the  angler  such 
abundance  and  to  spare  as  in  the  opening  days  of 
a  fresh  season. 

With  the  advent  of  the  spring  fishing  eomes 
new  life,  and  strength,  and  vigour.  The  past 
season  may  have  ended  disastrously,  like  many  of 
its  predecessors  ;  the  river  may  have  been  banned 
on  its  ignominious  close  on  the  former  occasion, 


and  the  waterside  and  all  its  appurtenants  painted 
blue ;  yet,  like  all  human  failures,  it  has  now 
been  forgotten,  or,  if  remembered,  it  is  not  spoken 
of,  and  only  the  prospects  of  the  coming  season 
and  the  arrangements  for  the  opening  days  are 
allowed  to  come  to  the  front.  These  fully 
monopolise  every  spare  thought  and  every  spare 
moment  of  the  expectant  and  eager  angler,  who 
already  in  his  dreams  by  night  and  his  visions  by 
day  is  clutching  at  the  rod  and  doing  battle  royal 
with  an  early  spring  beauty  in  some  favoured 
spot  of  the  land  •'  of  the  mountain  and  the  flood." 

The  early  spring  angler  has  often  to  rough  it, 
not  only  during  the  opening  days,  which  are  often 
bright  and  even  balmy,  but  at  odd  times  through- 
out the  early  spring  months,  and  till  the  winter 
has  fairly  gone.  He  may  be  thankful  if  he 
escapes  being  snowed  up  in  the  train  on  his  way 
to  his  early  spring  quarters,  and  he  may  be 
doubly  thankful  if  he  escapes  for  more  than  one 
or  two  seasons,  at  the  most,  from  being  frozen  up 
for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  at  some  wayside 
inn,  without  even  the  chance  of  a  cast  to  beguile 
the  tedious  hours  and  brighten  the  wintry  aspect 
which  lies  around. 

He  is  very  fortunate  indeed  who  finds  an  open 
water,  a  goodly  sized  river,  and  abundance  of 
fresh  run  fish  all  through  the  early  months  of  the 
spring  season  in  the  north,  and  it  is  the  want  of 
any  or  all  of  these  favouring  conditions  on  many 
successive  occasions  which  calls  forth  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  early  spring  angler  in  the  highest 
degree,  and  shows  the  sportsman  at  his  best  when 
he  can  cheerily  face  them. 

The  vagaries  of  our  northern  clime  are  so  un- 
certain that  after  the  most  tempting  of  weather 
conditions,  and  even  while  the  echoes  of  assur- 
ances to  the  contrary  have  scarcely  died  away, 
the  complexion  of  nature  may  be  suddenly 
changed,  and  the  lie  given  direct  to  the  alluring 
tale  of  the  genial .  prospect  and  early  promise  of 
returning  spring.  We  have  seen  the  outlook  of 
the  most  assured  character  maintained  with 
increasing  constancy,  and  begetting  increasing 
confidence  in  its  highly  favourable  nature,  right 
up  to  the  very  eve  of  the  opening  day,  and  then 
end  in  a  sudden  and  prolonged  breakdown — a 
complete  collapse. 

These  are  some  of  the  chances  called  anglers' 
luck,  and  only  he  who  is  prepared  in  a  certain 
measure  to  face  the  rigours  of  our  arctic  clime, 
and  such  sudden  and  unexpected  "  snaps,"  need 
think  of  enjoying  the  glorious  privilege  of  an 
early  run  with  a  fresh  run  spring  beauty  in  any 
of  our  northern  streams.  Even  after  the  season  is 
well  advanced,  and  when  hitherto  the  weather 
conditions  have  been  all  that  could  be  desired,  an 
unexpected  change  may  set  in,  and  the  angler's 
lines,  literally  and  figuratively,  be  cast  in  any- 
thing but  pleasant  places. 

Although  the  early  spring  angler  has  much  to 
risk  on  the  score  of  uncertain  weather,  frozen 
rivers,  or  heavy  floods,  yet  his  chances  of  sport 
are  of  the  best  and  most  to  his  liking.  Whatever 
may  be  said  as  to  the  quality  and  sporting 
proclivities  of  fish  of  the  autumn  migration,  the 
same  cannot  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  fish  of  the 
spring  run.  Then  they  are  the  gamest  of  the 
game,  and  although  not  nearly  so  heavy  as  later 
fish,  are  usually  forward  in  an  average  season  in 
greater  numbers,  and  keen  on  the  rise.  Again, 
in  the  earlier  months  at  least,  the  volume  of  water 
is  more  certain,  the  tackle  heavier,  and  the  hold 
if  anything  more  secure.  For  a  certain  time  at 
least  every  succeeding  day  increases  the  chances 
of  fresh  run  fish,  and  every  day  increases  the 
prospect  of  better  and  more  lengthening  daily 
sport. 

A  bit  of  a  snowstorm  is  looked  upon  by  the 
early  spring  angler  as  a  not  unmixed  blessing. 
It  has  its  advantages  too,  and  often  the  keenest 
bit  of  sport  has  been  had  in  the  teeth  of  a  blinding 
snowfall,  and  the  surest  and  perhaps  the  only 
rise  got  just  as  it  has  been  going  off.  Frost  alone 
plays  the  deuce  with  the  angler's  chances  when  it 
is  either  too  prolonged  or  too  severe ;  but  when  it 
comes  on  the  back  of  a  flood,  and  helps  to  settle 
the  fish  in  the  pools  and  brings  the  river  down  to 
normal  size,  then  a  few  degrees  overnight  might 
not  be  so  disadvantageous  as  one  might  think. 
Floods  are  of  frequent  occurrence  during  the 
early  spring  months,  but  after  the  winter's  snows 
have  disappeared  and  the  temperature  begins  to 
rise  they  are  more  helpful  than  otherwise, 
although,    with    modem   improvements,  their 


character  has  somewhat  changed  in  recent  years, 
and  their  advantages  are  not  now  so  apparent  as 
formerly. 

The  prospects  for  the  present  season  continue 
to  be  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  in  another 
eight  days  salmon  angling  will  be  in  full  swing 
on  the  great  bulk  of  Scotch  waters.  It  is  con- 
fidently to  be  hoped  that  a  continuance  of  the 
present  favourable  weather  conditions  may  be 
experipnced,  and  that  the  spason  may  at  least 
have  a  good  "  off  go."  Nothing  tells  like  a  good 
opening.  The  enthusiasm  evolved  in  running  and 
landing  a  "  first  blood  "  is  worth  half  a  dozen 
victories  later  on,  and  if  this  comes  on  the  opening 
day,  and  with  the  first  few  hours  spent  at  the 
river,  then  the  joy  is  all  the  sweeter  and  the  re- 
membrance all  the  more  lasting. 

The  fly  is  the  favourite  spring  lure.  The 
phantom  is  often  much  in  evidence,  and  especially 
in  a  heavy  water,  or  when  the  cast  is  impeded 
with  accumulations  of  ice ;  but  the  best  of  sport  is 
obtained  when  the  water  is  in  trim  for  the  fly, 
and  the  results  more  general  when  the  fly  is  the 
predominating  lure. 

Local  experience  is  the  best  guide  to  the  size 
and  pattern  of  the  fly  to  be  put  up.  On  this 
point  the  gillie,  if  an  expert,  might  be  allowed  to 
dogmatise,  and  with  the  best  results  for  the 
angler's  comfort  and  sport.  There  are  always  so 
many  considerations  to  be  taken  into  account 
that  the  opinion  of  the  fisherman  who  has  spent 
his  lifetime  on  the  spot,  and  seen  what  others 
before  them  have  done,  should  receive  every  con- 
sideration. What  answers  well  on  one  river  may 
not  be  looked  at  on  another.  We  have  seen,  for 
example,  an  expert  from  theTay  come  to  grief  on 
the  Dee,  and  forfeiting  the  pleasures  of  half  a 
season  before  he  condescended  to  tnke  the  gillie 
into  his  confidence  as  guide,  philosopher,  and 
friend  in  the  matter  of  selecting  a  fly  now  and 
again  by  way  of  experiment,  if  for  nothing  else. 
The  Dee,  the  Spey,  and  the  Tay  have  all  their  own 
particular  shades  and  sizes  of  lures,  and  although 
there  may  not  be  so  much  in  it  as  some  people 
suppose,  yet  local  patterns  are  the  lures  to  go  by. 

Last  week  we  mentioned  a  certain  falling  off  in 
the  demand  for  salmon  waters  in  the  north.  The 
fact  that  there  exists  such  a  slackening  has  in 
the  interim  been  accentuated  rather  than  the 
reverse.  In  the  first  place  there  is  a  decided 
thinning  out  of  the  hardy  sportsmen,  who  are 
usually  forward  in  such  numbers  at  the  opening. 
The  war  has  taken  them  up,  and  it  has  also  laid 
many  of  them  very  low — either  wounded  or  gone. 
Every  serious  engagement  which  has  been  fought 
since  the  campaign  opened  has  claimed  one  or 
more  well-known  sportsmen,  and  very  many  of 
these  never  to  return  again.  We  have  not 
scanned  a  single  list  yet,  but  what  some  familiar 
name  has  cropped  up,  as  killed  or  wounded,  which 
used  to  adorn  our  river  reports  column.  This 
may  be  a  passing  cloud,  but  then  it  is  a  very,  very 
dark  one.  Again,  there  is  the  usual  hanging 
back  to  see  how  matters  may  turn  out  as  the 
season  advances,  and  the  uncertainty  of  knowing 
how  matters  stand  with  regard  to  our  salmon 
supply  after  a  succession  of  bad  seasons.  A 
bright  opening  will  soon  dispel  all  fears,  and  this 
we  confidently  anticipate.  G.  M. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  GUT 
CROP  OF  1899-1900 


Eighteenth  Year. 
In  reporting  upon  the  gut  crop  of  1899-1900,  I 
have  to  announce  a  materially  diminished  produc- 
tion. 

While  the  quantity  is  increased  in  the  finer 
(fina  and  regular)  over  last  season,  the  reduced 
amount  of  the  heavier  grades  more  than  counter- 
balances it ;  and,  as  I  have  had  to  repeat  now  for 
several  years,  the  supply  of  very  fine  trout  gut 
(refina)  and  the  heaviest  salmon  gut  will  not  meet 
half  the  demand. 

The  high  price  of  silk,  with  which  the  gut 
market  is  in  close  sympathy,  has  prevented  the 
fall  in  prices  which  the  abnormal  rate  of  exchange 
would  have  led  me  otherwise  to  anticipate ;  and  it 
is  therefore  by  no  means  improbable  that  as  the 
season  advances  an  increase  of  .prices  may  take  place. 

As  regards  quality,  more  than  usual  care  will 
be  required  in  selection,  as  there  is  a  considerable 
admixture  of  inferior  qualities. 

Robert  Ramsbottom. 
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THE  SOCIETY  OF  EXPERIMENTAL 
FISH  CULTURE. 


This  aociety  at  the  Crystal  Palace  is  making 
fair  progress.  Among  the  latest  arrivals  in  the 
aquarium  is  a  very  fine  lot  of  two-year-old  rainbow 
trout,  which  will  be  placed  in  tank  No.  6 ;  some 
two-year-old  fario  have  been  placed  in  tank 
No.  9;  and  some  yearling  fario  and  irideus 
deposited  in  a  reserve  tank  behind.  These  fish 
have  been  presented  to  the  society  by  Mr.  H.  H. 
Gray,  proprietor  of  the  Hyde  End  Fishery, 
Brimpton,  who  has  also  sent  a  very  fine  lot  of 
weed,  shrimps,  mussels,  snails,  and  other  food  of 
the  trout  family.  The  weed,  &c.,  has  been  placed 
in  the  front  part  of  the  range  of  rearing  boxes, 
where  they  can  be  seen  by  the  general  public. 

The  establishment  of  fresh-water  shrimp  and 
snails  in  the  aquarium  is  an  accomplished  fact, 
and  ample  evidence  of  this  was  given  when  the 
curator  recently  lowered  one  of  the  tanks  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  the  fish,  for  thousands  of 
shrimps  were  found  in  the  crevices  of  the  rockery 
work  and  other  sheltered  places. 

The  possibility  of  rearing  fish  to  the  yearling 
stage,  at  least,  in  the  tanks  of  the  Palace  was 
proved  when  the  youngsters  that  were  hatched 
last  March  were  removed  to  the  yearling  tank. 
Several  fish  4in.  and  over,  and  a  large  number  of 
Sin.  were  transferred.     A.  Allison,  Hon.  Sec. 


NORTHERN  TASMANIAN  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  FIRST  ANNUAL 
REPORT,  SEASON  1898-99. 

[We  have  to  thank  Mr.  Charles  N.  Harrison, 
the  hon.  secretary,  for  a  copy  of  the  first  annual 
report  of  the  Northern  Tasmanian  Anglers' 
Association.  It  will  be  read  with  great  interest 
by  anglers  in  this  country,  who  will  join  us  in 
wishing  our  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the 
world  every  success.  They  have  begun  splendidly. 
We  have  reproduced  a  picture  from  the  report, 
showing  a  take  of  English  trout  from  111b.  to 
171b. !— Ed.  F.  G.] 

An  Act  of  Parliament,  entitled  "  The  Fisheries 
Act  of  1889,"  dealing  with  the  fisheries  of 
Tasmania,  provides  for  the  appointment,  by  the 
Govemor-in-Oouncil,  of  a  body  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  persons,  to  be  called  the  "  Com- 
missioners of  Fisheries,"  in  whom  is  vested  the 
general  superintendence,  management,  and  pro- 
tection of  the  entire  fisheries  of  Tasmania,  with 
power  to  make  regulations.  This  body  sits 
monthly  in  Hobart,  the  capital  of  the  colony. 

For  some  time  past  anglers  had  recognised  that 
piscatorial  matters  in  the  north  of  the  island 
were  not  in  a  satisfactory  state,  poaching  was 
carried  on,  fish  were  taken  by  unlicensed  persons, 
cormorants  played  havoc  on  many  streams,  little 
stocking  was  done,  and  there  was  no  recognised 
authority  to  wateh  over  angling  interests.  In 
July  last  year  a  meeting  was  convened  by  Mr. 
R.  F.  Irvine,  at  the  desire  of  those  interested,  the 
outeome  of  which  was  the  present  association, 
having  for  ite  objects  the  stocking  of  rivers  and 
lakes,  the  preservation  of  fish,  and  furthering  the 
piscatorial  interests,  in  harmony  with  the  Fisheries 
Commissioners,  for  the  general  good. 

The  first  annual  report  deals  briefly  with  the 
more  important  items  of  the  year's  proceedings. 

Meetings  were  held  in  the  Longford  and 
Deloraine  districts,  and  "  local "  committees 
formed  to  confer  with  the  Launceston,  or 
"  central  "  committee,  on  matters  of  interest. 

The  Commissioners  of  Fisheries  were  apprised 
of  the  association's  objects,  and  desired  to  work 
in  harmony  with  that  body,  and  they  expressed 
pleasure  at  its  formation,  and  recognised  the 
assistance  that  could  be  given  in  the  north 

The  various  municipalities  were  addressed, 
asking  co-operation,  which  was  readily  accorded, 
and  the  landowners  on  the  principal  streams 
were  communicated  with,  and  their  assistance 
invited. 

Cormorants  had  next  to  be  dealt  with  ;  the 
Fisheries  Commissioners  had  a  Government  vote 
for  their  destruction,  and  kindly  placed  half  of  it 
at  the  association's  disposal,  the  reward  per  head 
being  fixed  at  'Id.,  which  was  subsefjuently  raised 
to  ftd.,  to  induce  more  shooting.  A  moderate 
niimV»er  of  birds  liave  hwii  killed.    They  are  not 


so  numerous  as  a  few  yeai-s  back,  and  an  increase 
of  young  fish  is  now  noticeable. 

As  illegal  practices  were  carried  on  on  some  of 
the  streams  inspection  was  necessary,  and  the 
services  of  a  ranger,  or  water  bailiff,  were 
required.  His  Worship  the  Mayor  was 
approached,  and  kindly  consented  to  one  of  the 
police  occasionally  performing  this  duty. 

Recognising  that  a  good  deal  of  fishing  was 
done  before  the  season  opened  by  persons  who 
claimed  to  catch  only  native  fish,  it  was  pointed 
out  to  the  Fisheries  Commissioners  that  these 
persons  took  trout,  and  there  was  great  difficulty 
in  proving  it ;  also  that  native  fish  were  becoming 
scarce  and  neeHed  some  period  of  protection.  A 
close  season  for  "  all  fresh- water  fish "  from 
M  ty  1  to  Aug.  31,  inclusive,  was  suggested ;  also, 
that  "  one  rod  only  "  be  made  legal  for  taking 
any  fresh -water  fish,  one  rod  being  deemed  ample 
for  any  legitimate  sportsman.  After  long  corre- 
spondence the  "  close  season "  proposal  was 
agreed  to,  above  the  flow  of  tides,  and  has  since 
become  law,  but  the  "  one  rod  "  suggestion  met 
with  so  much  southern  opposition  that  the  com- 
missioners had  eventually  to  abandon  it. 

The  close  season  for  herring  has  been  under 
consideration,  and  it  was  decided  to  recommend 
extending  the  season  from  Feb.  28  to  March  16, 
to  give  another  fortnight's  fishing,  which  could 
be  had  before  spawning  time. 


to  the  colonies  in  its  native  abode,  while  the 
"quinnat"  salmon  belongs  to  our  ocean,  and 
lives  equally  as  well  in  the  heat  of  California  as 
in  the  frigid  north  of  the  American  Continent. 
While  claiming  royal  lineage  it  is  not  so  graceful 
as  its  Atlantic  cousin,  nor  is  the  flesh  quite  so 
delicious.  It  is,  however,  a  fine  fish,  of  great 
commercial  value,  and  while  the  Atlantic  is  in 
comparatively  smaU  quantities,  this  fish  swarms 
in  countless  droves,  and  creates  an  extensive 
industry.  When  it  is  mentioned  that  almost  the 
whole  of  the  "  tinned "  salmon  imported  to  the 
colonies  comes  from  America,  it  is  needless  to 
point  out  the  value  of  the  successful  introduction 
of  this  fish  into  the  waters  of  this  colony. 

The  New  Zealand  Government  have  lately  sent 
one  of  their  fisheries  curators  to  Europe  and 
America  to  gather  information,  and  it  is  under- 
stood he  recommends  trials  with  several  kinds  of 
Pacific  salmon.  The  publication  of  the  report 
will  be  received  with  interest. 

English  perch  placed  in  the  Elizabeth  river, 
near  Campbell  Town,  are  spreading,  and  since  the 
big  flood  of  1893  have  made  their  appearance  at 
Longford,  being  fairly  numerous  in  that  locality. 

The  question  of  "  fish  food "  has  been  given 
some  attention,  it  being  recognised  that  in  many 
streams  where  31b.  fish  abounded  the  anglerj  had 
now  to  be  content  with  fish  of  less  than  lib.  in 
many  cases.   This  is  cont-idered  to  be  due  to  the 


Sir  James  Agnkw, 
Senior  Vlfe-President  Royal  Soclaty 
of  TaBmanitt. 

From  time  to  time  irregularities  coming  under 
notice  have  been  brought  before  the  authorities 
with  beneficial  results.  Attention  has  been  given 
to  "  salt-water  "  as  well  as  fresh-water  fish,  and 
amongst  other  matters  it  is  proposed  to  keep  in 
check  netting  for  mullet  in  the  "Tamar,  above  the 
regulation  spot  (Haystack  Point),  with  the  view 
of  affording  rod  anglers  round  the  city  a  larger 
and  better  run  of  fish. 

Californian  rainbow  trout  have  been  turned  out 
this  season,  and  the  committee,  alive  to  the 
importance  of  a  plentiful  and  varied  stock  of  fish, 
have  suggested  a  trial  of  the  Pacific  salmon, 
known  as  "quinnat,"  common  to  the  Pacific 
Coast  of  North  America.*  This  fish  is  described 
as  a  game,  active  fish,  and  stands  high  tempera- 
tures well.  A  number  of  attempts  have  been 
made  to  introduce  the  "  English  '  salmon  into 
Colonial  waters,  but  without  success.  In  the  first 
place  it  belongs  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and 
secondly,  does  not  exist  in  corresponding  latitudes 


Mh.  a.  Morton, 
Curator  Tasmanian  Museum. 


Mb.  a.  G.  Webster, 
Chairman  Fisheries  Commissioners. 


*  The  late  Sir  Roae  Prioe,  Bart.,  a  first-rate  angler  and 
sportsman,  who  knew  the  "  Quinnat  "  well,  waa  alwaya 
stroDgly  agiiinit  its  introduotiun  to  our  waters  on  no'ount 
of  its  being  very  guV)j9ot  to  a  very  bad  form  of  Sn prolrgnia. 
ferax,  and  also  because  it  doea  not  riia  to  the  fly. — Rn. 
>.  (7. 


exhaustion  of  the  food  supply.  It  is  not  known  if 
anything  can  be  done  to  improve  matters ;  but 
the  committee  are  in  communication  with  the 
leading  English  sporting  papers,  and  hope  to  get 
some  up-to-date  information. 

Migratory  "  salmonoids  "  are  fairly  numerous 
along  the  north-west  coast  and  in  the  tidal  waters 
of  the  principal  rivers.  Besides  being  a  splendid 
table  fish,  they  are  game,  and  should  attract 
visitors ;  but  they  and  salt-water  fish  are  being 
kept  down  by  being  taken  in  nets.  To  give  some 
protection  in  these  estuaries,  which  are  the  breed- 
ing places  of  many  salt-water  fish,  it  is  proposed 
to  suggest  prohibiting  netting  in  the  rivers  above 
certain  points,  as  is  done  in  the  Derwent,  Huon, 
&(; ,  where  fish  ai-e  plentiful.  Referring  to  the 
migratory  fish.  Sir  Thomas  Brady,  in  his  report, 
said  if  we  had  not  the  tru«  salmon,  we  had  some- 
thing almost  equivalent,  which  in  time  should 
prove  an  important  article  of  diet,  and  be  of 
commercial  value  to  the  colony.  During  the 
season  a  migratory  fish,  well  proportioned,  with 
small  head,  was  caught  near  the  Victoria  Bridge, 
Tiaunoeston.  and  was  secured  as  a  specimen.  Its 
length  wa8  23in. ;  girth,  22in. ;  weight,  RJlb.  Mr. 
W.  Notman  kindly  presented  the  mounting  of 
fish  to  the  Association. 


February  3,  1900] 
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THE  LA.TE  MR.  W.  H.  BROUGHAM. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham  had  been  before  the 
'angling  world,  and  especially  the  London  and 
Thames  valley  angling  world,  for  so  many  years 
I  that  the  news  of  his  death  has  been  heard  with 
regret  by  thousands.    In  the  last  year  of  the 
Nineteenth  Century  we  are  losing  old  friends  fast. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  who  passed  away  rather 
suddenly  last  Saturday,  Jan.  27,  was  born  on 
March  15,  1819,  at  Burslem,  in  Staffordshire,  so 
that  he  was  over  eighty  years  of  age.  He  was 
buried  in  Isleworth  old  churchyard  on  Tuesday 
ast,  Jan.  30. 

Here  is  a  copy  of  almost  the  last  letter  I 
received  from  my  old  friend  : 

Pownall  Gardens,  Hounslow. 
Jan.  17,  1900. 

Deak  Me.  Maeston, — I  had  a  nice  letter  from  Mr. 
Senior  in  reply  to  my  congratulations,  and  describing  me 


THE   LATPJ   MR.  W 

as  "  the  wonderful  veteran  of  Thames  fishing  literature." 
There  have  been  some  changes  since  I  first  began  to  write 
in  the  Field  and  since  yon  have  known  me  ;  bnt  my  time 
ia  now  (fetting  to  an  end.  I  have  been  suffering  so  much 
from  difficulty  of  breathing  that  my  medical  man  has  kept 
me  in  my  bedroom  since  Christmas,  but  otherwise  I  feel 
all  right,  and  wanting  a  change  from  this  wretched 
weather.  I  am  glad  to  see  yon  keeping  so  well  and  active 
in  fishing  matters,  and  I  hope  friend  Howard  keep;  in 
good  health.  With  best  seasonable  wishes  to  you  and 
yours,  and  to  the  "  Amateur  Angler,"  and  every  prosperity 
to  the  F.  G. — Tours  very  sincerely, 
E.  B.  Marston,  Esq.  W.  H.  Brougham, 

As  my  rfaders  are  aware,  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham 
retired  in  1897  from  the  position  of  secretary  of 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  and, 
having  been  reqaested  by  the  committee  of  the 
society  to  endeavour  to  obtain  funds  in  order  to 
present  Mr.  Brougham  with  some  testimonial  in 
acknowledgment  of  his  long  service  in  the  cause 
of  Thames  angling  and  preservation,  it  gave  me 
'  ^at  pleasure  to  agree  to  act  as  hon,  sec.  and 


treasurer,  and  the  result  was  that  we  were  able  to 
present  our  old  friend  with  a  purse  of  £150  (see 
F.  G.,  Jan.  29,  1898,  for  an  account  of  the 
presentation,  which  took  place  at  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Piscatorial  Society).  I  am  ((uite 
certain,  from  my  own  knowledge  of  the  river  for 
thirty  years  past,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
exaggerate  the  value  of  the  services  Mr.  W.  H. 
Brougham  rendered  in  the  good  cause  of 
Thames  angling  preservation  and  improvement. 
It  would  be  easy  enough  to  turn  up  back  volumes 
of  the  lishhuj  Gazette  and  the  Field,  and  quote 
from  hundred  of  reports  in  which  he  has  been 
publicly  thanked  for  his  work  by  the  most 
prominent  anglers  of  the  day.  It  is,  however, 
quite  unnecessary  to  do  this. 

The  late  Francis  Francis,  so  many  years  the 
universally  esteemed  angling  editor  of  the  Field, 
whose  place  is  so  ably  filled  by  Mr.  Wm.  Senior 
{"  Red  Spinner  "),  have  both  repeatedly,  when 


.    II.  UKUUGIIAAI. 

speaking  in  public  and  also  when  writing  in  the 
Field,  acknowledged  the  good  work  done  by  Mr. 
Brougham.  When  by  Mr.  B.'s  exertions  the 
slaughter  of  undersized  fish  was  stopped  many 
years  ago  in  the  Thames,  Francis  Francis  was 
delighted,  and  always  afterwards  referred  to  the 
innocents  saved  as  "  Brougham's  Babies." 

When  Mr.  Brougham  commenced  his  duties  on 
the  river  there  existed  all  kinds  of  evils,  which 
during  his  work  of  thirty-eight  years  have  been  re- 
moved, and  in  which  good  work  he  largely  assisted. 
The  prevention  of  slaughter  of  undersized  fish 
and  the  adoption  of  a  systematic  examination 
of  punts,  were  entirely  due  to  him,  as  also  was  the 
netting  of  ditches  after  floods,  by  which  great 
quantities  of  fish  have  been  returned  to  the 
Thames  which  would  otherwise  have  perished. 
Then  there  were  the  abolition  of  snatching,  of 
night  lines,  and  the  practice  of  trailing,  in  which 
he  took  a. prominent  part  with  Mr.  Sprcckley  and 


Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall.  Then,  again,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  exaggerate  the  good  done  by  the 
re-stocking  of  the  river  from  reservoirs  and  lakes, 
the  arrangements  for  which  were  made  by  Mr. 
Brougham,  assisted  by  Mr.  Spreckley  and  Mr. 
Nuthall.  Then  may  be  mentioned  the  calling  a 
mass  meeting  of  clubs  and  preservation  societies 
at  Cannon-street  Hotel,  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  alterations  in  the  Thames  fishery  bye- 
laws.  These  are  only  some  of  the  matters  in 
which  Mr.  Brougham  was  practically  engaged, 
and  until  Mr.  Spreckley  came  into  office 
he  had  no  personal  help  from  anyone  else.  It 
may  be  said  that  he  killed  poaching  on  the 
Thames  below  Staines. 

In  addition  to  his  work  on  the  river,  Mr. 
Brougham  advocated  many  reforms  in  the 
Press,  prominent  amongst  which  was  that  of  the 
regulation  of  the  speed  of  steam  launches,  which 
led  to  considerable  correspondence  in  the  Field ; 
and  he  was  the  pioneer  in  the  movement  for 
the  abolition  of  gross  weight  competitions,  and 
advocated  the  substitution  of  prizes  for  specimen 
fish,  which  idea  is  every  year  increasitig  in  favour. 

Mr.  Brougham  gava  up  a  permanent  appoint- 
ment of  over  £200  a  year  to  give  his  whole  time  to 
the  work,  and  in  Mr.  Spreckley's  days  nearly 
lived  on  the  river. 

His  pleasant  face  will  be  missed  in  many 
London  and  provincial  angling  circles,  but  the 
good  work  of  his  long  life  will  not  be  forgotten. 

R.  B.  Mabston. 


THAT  OLD  GENERAL. 


I  HAVE  frequently  seen  it  remarked  in  the 
pages  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  in  these  latter 
days  the  generous  spirit  that  used  to  distinguish 
the  disciples  of  old  Izaak  has  given  place  to  one 
of  selfishness  and  greed. 

The  reason  given  for  this  deplorable  change, 
and  doubtless  it  is  the  true  one,  is,  that  nowadays 
the  value  of  fishings  has  increased  so  enormously 
that  those  who  are  able  to  acquire  or  rent  a 
fishing  have  become  very  jealous  of  encroachment 
on  their  costly  privilege. 

While  perhaps  such  a  change  is  naturally  to  be 
looked  for  under  such  altered  circumstances,  it  is 
none  the  less  to  be  regretted  in  its  results.  How 
greatly  marred  in  many  a  case  are  the  pleasures 
of  a  season's  fishing  through  the  heartburnings 
and  jealousies  that  have  sprung  up  between 
neighbouring  fishing  tenants.  These  can,  of 
course,  happen  only  in  cases  where  there  are  joint 
fishing  rights,  or  where  the  different  sides  of  a 
river  are  held  by  different  parties. 

But  the  exception  proves  the  rule.  For 
example : 

I  know  a  certain  gentleman  who  rented  both 
sides  of  a  small  river.  He  was  fishing  for  salmon 
one  day  when  a  farmer,  whose  mill  water  ran  into 
the  river  through  the  tail  race,  began  to  thresh 
out  his  corn.  This  proceeding,  of  course,  sent  an 
additional  volume  of  water  into  the  river,  not 
much,  but  perhaps  somewhat  discoloured.  What 
was  the  farmer's  astonishment  when  my  friend's 
keeper  came  running  up  in  haste  with  orders 
from  his  master  to  stop  the  mill  at  once,  as  the 
water  was  disturbing  his  fish.  The  farmer  him- 
self told  me  this  a  day  or  two  afterwards.  He 
really  appreciated  the  joke. 

The  casus  belli  generally  arises  from  the  tenant 
on  one  side  of  the  river  putting  on  a  boat  on  a 
particular  pool  to  enable  him  to  get  a  certain 
advantage  which  nature  did  not  intend  him  to 
have.  This  action,  of  course,  raises  a  bad  feeling 
on  the  other  side,  who  promptly  retaliates  by 
putting  on  a  boat  on  his  side  on  some  other  pool, 
and  so  on,  and  so  on. 

Or  it  may  be  that  the  angler  on  one  side  of  the 
water  prides  himself  on  his  superior  idea  of 
sport,  and  looks  upon  every  description  of  fishing, 
save  by  artificial  fly,  as  unmitigated  poaching. 
So  his  soul  is  tormented  within  him  by  his  neigh- 
bour across  the  water,  aye,  and  his  keepers,  too, 
covering  the  whole  stream  from  side  to  side  with 
minnows,  gudgeons,  and  glittering  Devons. 
Think  for  a  moment  of  the  effect  on  such  an  one 
of  the  sound  of  every  "  splotch "  of  these 
messengers  of  death  falling  almost  at  his  feet, 
before  his  very  nose.  It  is  a  subject  too  awful  to 
dwell  upon. 

I  can  recall  an  experience  I  once  bad  on  Deeside, 
which,  in  a  way,  illustrates  the  jealousy  of  fishing 
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rights  to  which  I  have  alluded.  It  happened  a 
good  few  years  ago,  on  Oct.  31,  the  closing  day  of 
the  salmon  fishing. 

I  went  np  by  the  morning  train  to  Orathes  to 
fish  a  piece  of  water  called  Knappoch,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river.  This  small  section  is 
composed  of  two  pools — one,  the  upper,  a  long, 
ra' her  calm  reach;  the  other,  and  lower,  a  swift 
rushing  stream.  I  began  by  fishing  the  stream 
from  the  side  with  fly,  but  saw  nothing.  The 
upper  pool  could  only  be  fished  from  a  boat,  but 
the  boat  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  stream,  and  had  to 
be  towed  up  the  river  to  the  pool  above.  The 
difficulty  of  getting  it  up  was  only  too  apparent. 
However,  it  had  to  be  done.  My  gillie  got  a  long 
rope  from  the  fishing  hut.  I  put  my  rod  into 
the  boat,  and  we  proceeded  to  haul  "  her "  up. 
The  rush  of  water  at  the  neck  of  the  stream 
was  tremendous,  and  we  utterly  failed  in  our 
attempt  to  get  her  over.  A  happy  thought 
occurred  to  me.  "  Let's  row  across  to  the  other 
side,  where  the  current  is  easier,  and  tow  '  her ' 
up  there."  No  sooner  conceived  than  executed. 
But  we  were  reckoning  without  our  host. 

The  fishings  on  the  north  side  were  then  let  to 
a  certain  General  "  K.,"  a  gentleman  personally 
unknown  to  me,  but  who  had  a  rather  unfavourable 
reputation  for  not  getting  on  with  his  neighbours 
on  the  river. 

Well,  as  we  were  quietly  congratulating  our- 
selves on  the  success  of  our  little  scheme,  and  pre- 
paring to  haul  up,  we  were  arrested  by  a  most 
extraordinary  noise  of  shouting  coming  up  the 
river.  Nearer  and  nearer,  louder  and  hoarser, 
came  the  noises,  and  at  length  there  appeared  a 
hoary-headed  old  gentleman,  running  at  his 
hardest,  with  a  face  like  a  full  moon  rising 
through  smoke,  gesticulating  violently  and  abso- 
lutely bellowing. 

It  was  the  General ! 

I  was  still  in  the  boat ;  my  gillie  was  on  the 
shore. 

To  explain  what  happened  immediately,  I  must 
tell  you  what  I  was  ignorant  of  at  the  time.  This 
said  gillie  of  mine  had  formerly  been  in  the 
service  of  the  General,  and  had  quarrelled 
violently  with  his  master  before  they  parted.  So 
when  that  gallant  officer  charged  down  on  us  with 
a  Maxim  gun-like  volley  of  abuse  for  crossing  over 
to  his  side  of  the  river,  the  gillie,  forgetting  his 
place  in  the  abundance  of  his  wrath,  returned  the 
fire,  and  gave  the  General  rather  better  than  he 
got. 

You  never  in  your  life  heard  such  a  battle  royal. 
Although  I  could  not  help  laughing  at  the  absurd 
farce  going  on  between  them,  I  could  not  help 
feeling  disgusted  to  see  a  man  in  his  position  of 
life  demean  himself  as  that  General  did.  I  could 
not  catch  what  he,  at  one  point,  said  to  the  gillie 
in  the  torrent  of  his  rage,  but  it  must  have  been 
something  particularly  aggravating,  for  the  gillie 
rubhed  at  the  old  warrior,  and  I  tdought  he  was 
goizjg  to  knock  him  down.  But  instead,  he  tore 
hit)  cap  off  his  head  (his  own,  not  the  General's), 
dashed  it  on  the  shingle,  and  began  to  "  square 
up "  to  him  in  tbe  most  approved  fashion, 
dancing  round  and  round  him  all  the  while, 
uttering  language  unspeakable.  So  far  as 
I  could  follow,  be  seemed  to  be  trying  to  prove  by 
many  oaths  and  curses  that  he  was  not  only  as 
good  a  man  as  his  old  master,  but  very  much 
better. 

I  was  getting  tired  of  it,  and  I  must  confess 
vastly  ashamed  of  being  the  spectator  of  such  a 
scene.  So,  after  remonstrating  with  the  General 
on  the  folly  of  wasting  the  precious  moments  of 
th«  last  few  hours  of  the  season,  I  sternly  ordered 
the  man  to  pick  up  his  hat,  hold  his  tongue,  and 
oome  into  the  boat,  which  he  reluctantly  did. 

"  Now,"  I  said  to  the  General,  '•  I  am  very  sorry 
I  have  trespassed  on  your  water.  We  tried  our 
best  to  get  our  boat  up  the  stream  on  our  own 
side  first  before  coming  over  to  yours.  There  was 
no  one  within  sight  when  we  came.  We  were 
disturbing  no  fish  on  the  shallow  side,  and  dsing 
no  harm  lo  jour  fishing  by  pulling  the  boat  up 
your  side  for  a  few  yards.  But,"  I  said,  "  if  you 
are  still  determined  to  oppose  our  taking  the  boat 
np,  pleane  bay  so,  and  we  shall  return." 

The  only  answer  was  :  "  You  don't  come  up  my 
side,  sir,"  reptjated  I  don't  know  how  often.  That 
and  nothing  more. 

So  we  at  once  returned  and  had  another  try  to 
take  the  boat  np  that  awful  stream.  Slowly,  and 
pulling  together  all  we  knew,  we  got  the  boat  up 


into  the  neck  of  the  rush.  A  few  more  yards  and 
the  day  was  onr  own,  whem  "  snap  "  went  that 
blessed  rotten  rope.  Away  went  the  boat  gallop- 
ing down  the  rush.  My  rod,  as  I  said  before,  was 
in  the  boat ;  somehow  the  fly,  which  had  been 
hooked  on  to  the  reel,  had  got  detached,  and  hook 
and  line  had  strayed  overboard.  The  fly  had 
somehow  got  fast  in  the  bottom,  and  now,  as  the 
boat  went  "  winging  "  down  the  stream,  we  heard 
the  line  "  birrin  "  off  the  reel  at  the  rate  of  eight 
miles  an  hour.  Louder  and  louder  sang  that  reel 
as  the  yards  spun  out,  and  as  it  grew  emptier  the 
rod  shuddered  more  and  more  violently  at  the 
coming  catastrophe.  One  hundred  yards,  and — 
the  crack  o'  doom.  My  good  rod  plunged  over 
the  side  after  the  line,  like  two  fond  souls  deter- 
mined to  perish  together. 

The  lessening  swiftness  of  the  water,  or  the 
boat  coming  inshore — I  forget  which — enabled 
the  gillie  to  capture  it,  and  with  the  help  of  it, 
and  by  wonderful  good  luck,  we  recovered  the  rod, 
but  minus  line  and  reel.  The  latter  had  been 
torn  off  the  rod  when  dragged  overboard. 

This  was  surely  misfortune  enough  for  one  day, 
and  that  the  last  day  of  the  fishing.  No  aggrava- 
tion was  needed ;  but  I  tell  you  my  misfortunes 
were  fairly  crowned  by  the  sight  of  "  That  Old 
General,"  with  his  white  hair  and  purple  face, 
sitting  on  a  rock  on  the  opposite  bank,  rolling 
from  side  to  side,  holding  his  sides,  and  laughing 
like  to  kill  himself. 

We  sorrowfully  bundled  up,  and  returned  to 
town  by  the  mid-day  train.  A.  Mtjrbat. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  BARBEL. 


Unlike  several  others  of  our  fresh-water  fishes 
the  barbel  is  only  partially  distributed  over  the 
British  Isles.  I  have  never  heard  of  it  being 
caught  in  Ireland,  Scotland,  or  Wales.  The 
Danube,  Volga,  and  Rhine,  I  am  told,  contain 
barbel,  and  it  is  found  in  other  rivers  in  the  warm 
latitudes  of  Europe,  where  it  grows  to  a  large 
size.  Why  it  should  grow  in  some  of  these 
rivers  to  three  times  the  weight  of  some  of  the 
very  largest  barbel  taken  in  English  rivers  in 
these  days,  or  say  twice  the  weight  of  the  largest 
barbel  I  ever  heard  of,  and  which  Salter  in  the 
sixth  edition  of  his  work  says,  "  I  knew  of  one 
taken  at  Shepperton  weighing  191b.  lOoz.,"  I  am 
unable  to  say,  and  I  am  afraid  it  would  be  a 
waste  of  time  to  ask  for  an  explanation.  The 
best  bag  of  barbel  I  ever  heard  of  caught  in  the 
Trent  in  one  day  was  exactly  2cwt.,  but,  although 
I  have  no  positive  proof,  I  feel  quite  certain  that 
a  relative  has  exceeded  this  weight.  Quoting  my 
authority,  he  says,  "  An  old  angler  caught  thirty- 
two  fish,ive  of  them  weighed  from  12lb.  to  15  ib. 
each,  about  a  dozen  weigtied  from  61b.  to  lOlb., 
and  not  one  of  the  others  was  under  3lb."  This 
is  only  another  proof  how  wonderfully  lucky  some 
anglers  are,  for  the  relative  referred  to  above,  after 
fishing  in  the  Trent  between  fifty  and  sixty  years, 
never  caught  a  barbel  over  12lb.  The  two  chief 
rivers  noted  for  barbel  are  the  Thames  and  Trent, 
and  although  as  a  rule  only  odd  ones  are  caught, 
the  Lea  and  Kennet  undoubtedly  contain  some  very 
fine  fish.  In  many  other  rivers  which  appear 
admirably  suited  to  the  habits  of  barbel,  it  is 
seldom  or  never  caught.  Here  and  there  at 
occasional  intervals  a  stray  specimen  may  be 
recorded,  but,  generally  speaking,  they  are  odd  fish 
that  have  found  their  way  from  the  moi  e  congenial 
haunts  of  the  parent  streams.  This  peculiar 
antipathy  to  certain  rivers  on  the  part  of  the 
barbel  opens  up  a  very  interesting  problem  in  fish 
life,  for  which  I  have  never  been  able  to  find  a 
satisfactory  solution.  For  instance,  take  the  case 
of  the  carp  which  are  found  in  such  large  numbers 
in  the  Oherwell  between  Oxford  and  Islip.  In  the 
Oherwell  they  flourish  and  thrive  apace,  right 
away  down  to  the  confluence  of  the  Oherwell  with 
the  Thames  at  Ohristohurch  Meadow,  but  they 
will  not  remain  in  the  Thames,  although  many 

Sortions  of  the  river  between  Folly  Bridge  and 
andford  look  as  if  they  were  specially  made  for 
carp  Similarly  the  grayling  introduced  into  the 
Kennet  and  other  tributaries  have  done  well  there, 
but  in  the  main  river  itself,  in  seemingly  suitable 
reaches,  they  have  mostly  proved  a  failure ; 
while  the  tench,  which  is  found  in  the  Thames  a 
few  miles  above  London,  is  never  caught  in  the 
tideway,  and  towards  Richmond  and  Kingston  is 
regarded  as  a  very  great  rarity )  so  much  so,  in 


fact,  that  a  native  of  the  latter  town  told 
me  last  summer  that  he  had  never  caught 
a  tench  in  that  locality.  Fortunately,  how- 
ever, the  barbel  appears  to  be  quite  indifferent 
to  any  similar  external  influences  (whatever 
they  may  be),  so  far  as  the  streams  I  have 
named  are  themselves  concerned,  and  they 
appear  to  be  as  much  at  home  in  the  tideways 
of  the  Thames  and  the  Trent  as  in  the  upper 
and  more  picturesque  reaches.  They  will  even 
live  and,  apparently,  do  well  in  still  waters, 
but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  they  will  not 
breed  there.  At  any  rate,  I  have  seen  barbel 
caught  in  Wimbledon  Lake  which  looked  very 
little  different  to  those  taken  in  the  Thames,  and 
I  certainly  never  heard  of  one  being  seen  either 
dying  or  dead.  In  spite  of  this,  it  seems  a  great 
pity  to  put  barbel  in  such  still  and  dead  waters 
when  they  might  be  placed  in  rivers  that  do  not 
contain  these  fish,  where  they  would  have  a  chance 
of  doing  well.  From  the  moment  a  barbel  is 
hooked  until  it  is  safe  in  the  net  there  is  no  coarse 
fish  which  affords  such  genuine  sport  to  the 
angler,  and  if  he  only  possesses  sufficient  skill  to 
capture  evenaS-pounderon  fine  tacklehe  willenjoy 
a  most  exciting  time.  Most  young  anglera  wiU 
not  give  him  enough  grace  at  first.  They  seem  to 
think  if  the  reel  is  allowed  to  go  round  that  he 
will  escape.  They  hold  on  like  grim  death,  and 
in  the  midst  of  this  "  pull  devil,  pull  baker " 
business  comes  one  powerful  plunge  and  snap 
goes  the  line  or  tackle.  To  capture  a  good 
barbel  on  fine  tackle  is  not  an  easy  matter. 
Perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  feats  of  skill  in  this 
connection  was  performed  by  Mr.  James  Gregory, 
of  Nottingham,  who  while  roaching  from  the 
sluices  at  Godstow  played  and  killed  a  barbel 
12^1b.  on  drawn  gut  and  a  light  silk  line.  In 
doing  this  on  such  exceedingly  inadequate 
material,  taking  into  consideration  the  size  and 
strength  of  the  fish,  he  accomplished  something 
of  which  he  indeed  might  be  proud.  It  is 
astonishing  what  great  muscular  strength  a 
barbel  of  from  41b.  to  61b.  in  weight  is  capable  of 
showing  while  struggling  at  the  end  of  the  line, 
or  while  being  held  down  full  length  on  a  flat 
surface,  such  as  the  bottom  boards  of  a  punt. 
From  the  manner  in  which  this  handsome  fish  will 
rush,  dart,  plunge,  and  execute  various  manoeuvres, 
all  with  the  object  of  regaining  its  freedom, 
and,  when  the  spirit  moves,  of  leaping  clean 
out  of  the  water,  it  might  very  well  be 
termed  the  porpoise  of  English  coarse  fishes. 
Although  when  in  the  mood  it  will  bite  freely, 
it  is  very  easy  to  spoil  a  swim  by  allowing  a  fish 
or  two  to  break  away.  I  have  repeatedly  noticed 
the  same  peculiarity  in  bream,  and  I  firmly 
believe  a  warning  that  there  is  danger  ahead  is 
imparted  to  the  shoal.  Given  a  pretty  strong 
and  springy  rod — a  rod,  although  it  will  give  to 
every  movement  of  the  fish,  is  yet  neither  too 
supple  nor  too  stiff  —  a  fish  when  once  hooked_ 
should  seldom  break  away,  unless  it  manages  to 
cut  the  line  with  its  powerful  dorsal  fin,  a  trick 
it  is  not  slow  to  attempt,  and  the  successful 
accomplishment  of  which  has  often  been 
recorded. 

Tight  Corking. — I  prefer  this  style  to  ledgering. 
In  other  words,  it  is  simply  what  is  known  among 
London  anglers  as  ledgering  with  a  float,  a  croaB 
between  ledgering  and  floating  proper.  With  a 
float  and  tackle  to  suit  the  current,  this  method 
can  be  adopted  either  in  the  most  gentle  or 
powei-ful  streams,  but  I  think  a  distinction  should 
be  made,  and  when  it  is  carried  on  with  only  one 
or  a  number  of  shots  and  a  quill  float,  it  should 
be  called  tight  floating.  At  all  events,  I  know 
one  river  where  tight  corking  is  generally  under- 
stood amongst  the  local  anglers  to  mean  fishing 
in  a  powerful  stream  with  a  cork  float 
for  barbel,  3ft.  or  4ft.  in  depth,  where  it 
would  be  impossible  to  swim  the  float  in  the 
ordinary  way.  On  purpose  to  obtain  the  proper 
slant  from  the  float  to  the  weight  the  float  should 
be  fixed,  say,  30in.  deeper  than  the  water  is  from 
the  surface  to  the  weight  or  bullet,  and  n  )t  30in. 
from  the  surface  to  ,the  hook.  I  have  seen 
novices  attempt  to  fish  swims  8ft.  in  dapth  by 
adopting  this  method,  with  the  usual  result — a 
pioklo.  The  lead  or  bullet  should  be  heavy  enough 
to  resist  the  current  and  hold  the  bait  well  down, 
with  the  rod  point  raised  until  the  nose  of  the 
otherwise  submerged  float  stands  like  a  beacon 
out  of  the  water,  and  the  angler  pan  feel  the  drag 
from  the  bull«t  on  the  bottom ;  if  not,  the  float 
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will  lie  only  slightly  depressed  on  the  surface, 
swaying  to  and  fro  in  the  strong  current.  The 
tyro,  bearing  in  mind  that  he  is  angling  for 
powerful  fish,  should  use  tackle  strong  in 
proportion.  At  all  events,  until  he  has  accus- 
tomed himself  to  the  use  of  a  centre-pin  reel, 
and  knows  how  to  play  a  fish  of  any  size,  it 
is  best  to  be  on  the  safe  side,  and  he  should 
use  about  '2ft.  6in.  of  the  best  round  natural 
gut  for  his  bottom  tackle.  For  whole  worms  use 
a  No.  5  or  No.  6  round  bend  hook,  rather  long  in 
the  shank.  These  hooks  are  much  easier  to  bait 
with  worms  than  the  sneck  bend  hook. 

Many  young  anglers  stick  to  the  coffin-shaped 
flat  lead,  but  if  they  would  use  a  bullet  they  would 
find  that  after  casting  a  few  yards  further  out 
than  the  distance  that  they  intend  to  hold  the 
float  downstream,  by  raising  the  rod  top  and 
putting  on  a  little  pressure  the  bullet  will  roll,  and 
the  float  and  bait  can  be  worked  over  the  ground- 
bait,  and  the  fish  played  much  easier  than  when 
using  the  flat,  coffin  shaped  lead. 

In  my  opinion  there  is  nothing  like  letting  the 
bullet,  leads,  or  corking  weights,  or  whatever  is 
used,  rest  on  either  a  buckle  or  watch-spring 
swivel  tied  to  the  line  and  afterwards  linked  on 
the  gut.  I  prefer  it  to  the  round  brass  ring  I 
have  often  seen  used,  as  a  swivel  between  the  line 
and  gut  length  aids  the  angler  in  playing  big  fish 
more  safely.  The  gut  length  being  some  2ft.  6in. 
in  length,  a  single  shot  may  be  nipped  on  the  gut 
about  18in.  from  the  hook.  This  would  permit  the 
bait  to  play  with  the  stream,  and  give  it  a  very 
attractive  and  natural  appearance.  The  edges  of 
the  weight  or  bullet  should  be  well  rounded  off 
with  a  sharp  knife  to  prevent  it  fraying  the  line 
or  gut.  I  say  line  because  many  anglers  nip  a 
split  shot  on  the  line  about  2in.  from  the  end  on 
which  the  bullet  should  rest. 

Baits. — Worms  and  greaves  are  the  two 
standard  baits  for  barbel,  but  so  capricious  are 
they  in  feeding  that  do  what  one  will  they  often 
refuse  to  take  either.  Suppose,  however,  that 
worms  are  the  bait  selected  for  immediate  use, 
the  length  of  the  shank  of  the  hook  will  depend 
on  whether  half  or  whole  worms  are  being  tried. 
If  baiting  with  the  tail  end  of  a  female  lob  the 
shank  of  the  hook  may  be  shorter  than  when 
threading  a  whole  worm  on  the  hook.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  desired  that  the  bait  should  be 
very  lively,  merely  press  the  point  through 
the  side  of  the  worm  near  the  centre.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  moderately  sized 
maiden  worms  are  far  preferable  to  the 
coarse  ones,  and  possess  greater  powers  of 
attraction,  so  far  as  the  fish  are  concerned. 
In  preparing  greaves  many  beginners,  after 
chopping  them  into  pieces  about  the  size  of  a 
crown  piece  and  putting  them  in  a  pot  or  old  sauce- 
pan overnight,  cover  them  with  boiling  water  and 
let  them  so  remain  until  the  morning.  The  result 
is  that  many  of  the  large  pieces  are  quite  hard 
inside,  cannot  be  separated,  and  prove  quite 
useless.  To  be  able  to  cut  the  coarser  lumps  up 
into  small  pi'=ces  for  ground-bait,  and  to  obtain 
the  soft  white  pieces  for  the  hook,  they  should  be 
allowed  to  simmer  for  at  least  six  or  seven  hours ; 
it  will  then  be  ready  for  both  hook  and  ground- 
bait.  As  soon  as  the  hook  is  baited  in  readiness 
to  begin,  wind  up  the  line  until  the  float  is  within 
12in.  or  18in.  from  the  point  of  the  rod  (in  making 
a  long  cast  it  may  be  wound  right  up  to  the  top 
ring),  and,  as  the  angler  does  not  want  to 
frighten  the  fish,  he  should  cast  a  few  yards 
further  out  than  the  swim,  and  quietly  work 
the  float  downstream  until  it  has  arrived 
at  the  spot  where  he  intends  it  to  rest.  If 
it  were  cast  right  into  the  swim,  which  would 
be  quite  an  easy  matter,  it  would  probably 
frighten  away  the  barbel  for  hours.  The  chief 
thing  is  to  work  the  float  down  as  quietly  and 
carefully  as  possible.  It  is  a  method  eminently 
adapted  to  permit  the  bait  either  to  swim  down 
sneakingly  among  a  shoal  or  to  tempt  the  fish  as 
they  grub  on  the  bottom  some  .Syds.  from  the 
bank,  and  in  a  direct  line  with  the  rod  top. 
Much  depends  of  course  on  the  condition  of 
the  water  and  where  the  angler  is  obliged  to 
■it  as  to  the  actual  distance  the  float  should  be 
from  the  rod  top.  If  the  spot  where  the  barbel 
are  known  to  "  pick  "  or  leap  out  of  the  water  is 
very  exposed  (as  it  very  often  is)  the  float  should 
be  a  few  yards  further  from  the  rod  than  when 
the  water  is  discoloured.  In  the  latter  case 
barbel  may  be  caught  Syds.  or  4ydB.  from  the  rod, 


and  even  closer,  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
water  is  clear  then  from  Syds.  to  lOyds.  is  a 
reasonable  distance,  and  the  angler  will  do  well  to 
make  as  little  disturbance  as  possible. 

Old  Angler. 
(To  he  continued.) 


BLACKMORE'S  TROUT  FISHERS. 


Next  to  Black,  the  novelist  that,  in  my  opinion, 
comes  home  most  closely  to  the  angler's  heart  is 
Blackmore.  Now  that  both  are  gone  we  seem,  in 
each,  to  have  lost  a  personal  friend.  Happily 
their  works  live  on,  and  many  generations  of 
anglers  will  continue  to  read  of  Blackmore's  Devon 
streams  and  of  Black's  Scotch  rivers. 

Leaving  for  the  present  Black's  spirited  salmon 
fights,  of  which  some  barbarous  critic  complained 
because  there  were  seven  in  one  book  (as  if  there 
could  be  too  many),  let  us  turn  to  Blackmore  and 
his  trout. 

In  "  Lorna  Doone  "  the  chief  fishing  incident  I 
now  remember  refers  to  the  capture  of  the  tooth- 
some loach-.  The  plan  adopted,  if  primitive,  is 
effectual,  as  I  know  from  watching  the  habits  of 
this  sliTggish  fish.  A  forked  stick  is  used,  and  the 
two  points  are  placed  one  each  side  of  the  fish  as 
it  lies  on  the  bottom.  A  sudden  thrust  then  pins 
it  to  the  ground. 

I  fear  this  sport  would  not  commend  itself 
to  our  moat  "  classy  "  dry  fliers,  but  the  incident 
is  so  bound  up  with  the  description  of  the  meeting 
with  Lorna  Doone  that  it  seems  almost  poetical  in 
itself. 

One  of  the  "Tales  from  the  Telling  House"  deals 
entirely  with  a  mysterious  trout  pool ;  and  very 
charming  it  is,  and  well  it  shows  that  the  teller 
knows  the  sport  of  which  he  told. 

In  "  Christowell "  there  are  many  references  to 
the  trout  streams  around  Dartmoor,  and  here, 
again,  the  first  meeting  of  the  hero  and  the  heroine 
is  connected  with  a  stream,  and  with  fish — trout 
this  time. 

Rose,  the  Admiral's  daughter,  who  lives  secluded 
in  a  cottage  on  Dartmoor,  is  first  introduced  to  us 
when  carefully  counting  the  trout  her  lover  has 
succeeded  in  enticing  (shy  though  they  were)  from 
the  stream  bordering  her  father's  garden,  andacross 
which,  by  the  way,  came  the  shot  that  so  nearly 
proved  fatal. 

There  is  also  an  account  of  the  vile  way  in 
which  the  vulgar  son  of  a  rich  contractor  destroys 
shoals  of  trout  by  diverting  the  river. 

The  scenes  of  "  Mary  Anerley  "  are  chiefly  by  a 
Yorkshire  trout  stream,  but  the  hero  is  only  a 
sham  angler,  whose  chief  claim  to  femenine 
admiration  is  his  outfit. 

Perhaps  the  most  charming  of  all  Blackmore's 
fish  tales  is  that  in  "  Alice  Lorraine  " ;  and  this  I 
remember  well  enough  to  give  the  substance, 
though  the  diction  is,  of  coursn,  inimitable. 

Its  scene  is  laid  about  mid-Kent  (not  far  from 
the  spot  where  I  am  now  writing),  and  it  tells  of 
an  uncle  and  a  nephew. 

The  charming  heroine  is  the  daughter  of  a 
"  grower,"  through  whose  fruit  farm  runs  a  little 
trout  stream. 

The  yc  nig  hero,  a  man  of  good  family,  goes  down 
to  hook,  and  is  himself  most  firmly  hooked  instead. 

He  had  first,  however,  scored  a  most  unusual 
success  with  the  shy  trout  inhabiting  that  stream. 

On  his  return,  his  uncle,  as  is  natural  to  uncles, 
objects  to  the  entanglement  with  a  farm  girl. 

He  is  met  by  a  challenge  to  go  and  see  her  for 
himself.  Being  a  keen  fisher,  and  not  averse  to 
pretty  faces,  he  accepts. 

The  diplomatic  old  gentleman  also  conceals  his 
satisfaction  at  the  prospect,  and  says  he  will  take 
his  rod  "  as  an  excuse," 

This  he  does,  and  is  treated  with  such  large 
hospitality  that,  finding  the  "  farm  girl  "  a  true 
lady,  he  relents,  and  in  the  end  permits  the  rich 
grower  to  pay  a  heavy  debt  which  threatened  to 
ruin  the  name  of  the  hero's  family. 

It  is,  however,  the  uncle's  fate  in  fishing  that 
charms  one  most.  He  is  a  skilled  fly  fisher,  with 
all  the  latest  improvements  ;  but  at  the  end  of  a 
long  day  a  "  new-born  minnow  "  is  all  he  has  to 
show ! 

Of  course,  the  weather  has  to  bear  the  blame, 
and  perhaps,  indeed,  deserved  it. 

There  are  some  most  mirth-provoking  fish 
incidents  in  "The  Maid  of  Sker,"  where  old 
Davy's  virtuous  career  is  described. 


He  explains  the  necessity,  when  fish  are  further 
gone  than  suits  the  vulgar  palate,  for  placing  a 
little  sharp  stick  inside  the  head,  between  the  eyes, 
to  keep  them  from  sinking  in  and  making  folks 
fancy  it  is  stale. 

I  do  not  remember  much  more  about  fish  in 
this  tale,  which  seems  to  me  quite  equal  to  "  Lorna 
Doone,"  about  which  the  public,  as  Blackmore 
often  said,  made  a  disproportionate  fuss.  Not 
only  "  A  Maid  of  Sker,"  but  "  Perlycross," 
"  Springhaven,"  and  "  Alice  Lorraine  "  seem  to 
many  of  us  to  possess  subtle  beauties  of  rarer 
quality  even  than  those  in  "  Lorna  Doone  "  itself. 

J.  Paul  Tatloe. 


AUSTRALIAN  OYSTERS. 


Australian  oysters  are  not  only  delicious,  but 
also  cheap  and  plentiful,  being  retailed  in  Sydney 
at  from  6d.  to  Is.  per  plate  or  bottle.  The  con- 
sumption is  enormous,  lasting  throughout  the 
year,  and  amounting  to  several  millions  of 
bivalves  annually.  The  whole  of  the  New  South 
Wales  coast  is  admirably  adapted  for  oyster 
culture.  The  climate,  the  nature  of  the  coast- 
line, with  its  innumerable  inlets  and  creeks,  and 
the  natural  existence  in  several  varieties  of  the 
bivalve  itself,  all  combine  to  mark  its  suitability 
for  ostreaculture.  Unlike  the  coasts  of  Great 
Britain,  and  even  America,  where  the  tempera- 
ture during  the  summer  months  is  frequently 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  shedding  of  spat,  and 
generally  to  limit  its  quantity,  the  spat  in 
New  South  Wales  is  distributed  in  unlimited 
profusion,  and  were  due  advantage  taken  of  these 
favourable  conditions.  New  South  Wales  oysters 
might  become  a  leading  article  of  oversea  export. 
Their  very  abundance,  and  the  ease  with  which 
they  are  gathered,  forms  a  real  cause  of  trouble. 
The  equipment  for  a  Sydney  Harbour  picnic 
would  be  considered  incomplete  without  the 
means  of  detaching  oysters  from  the  rocks,  on 
which  they  are  found  in  myriads.  Until  about 
thirty  years  ago  nothing  was  done  to  conserve 
this  source  of  food  supply.  The  oysters  were 
collected  by  wholesale,  without  any  steps  being 
taken  to  secure  a  continuance  of  the  supply.  The 
natural  results  followed,  and  legislation  became 
necessary  to  secure  the  preservation  of  the  oyster 
fisheries  ;  but  much  remains  to  be  done.  At  the 
present  time,  for  the  purpose  of  oyster  culture,  the 
colonial  Government  grants  leases  of  the  fore- 
shores of  tidal  waters,  which  may  be  defined  as 
between  the  mean  high  and  mean  low  water 
mark.  The  rental  is  20=1.  per  annum  for  every 
100  linear  yards.  The  maximum  length  for 
which  a  lease  may  be  obtained  is  2000yd8. ;  but  as 
the  same  person  may  take  out  more  than  one 
lease,  the  portion  of  shore  which  may  be  acquired 
is  practically  unrestricted  by  the  colonial  Oyster 
Fisheries  Act.  The  lease  may  be  taken  for  a  term 
of  ten  years.  Leases  of  deep  water  or  natural 
oyster  beds  are  also  granted  for  an  area  not 
exceeding  25  acres  at  a  rental  which  must  not  be 
less  than  £2  per  acre.  Owing  to  bad  manage- 
ment, the  oyster  beds  of  Port  Jackson,  Port 
Stephens,  the  Hawkesbury,  and  the  Shoalhaven 
became  greatly  in j  ured,  so  that  the  markets  of 
Sydney  have  to  depend  upon  the  beds  of  the 
Manning,  the  Richmond,  and  other  northern 
rivers,  as  well  as  places  beyond  the  colony,  for 
their  supply  of  oysters.  The  appointment  of  a 
Fisheries  Commission  in  1880  probdbly  prevented 
the  entire  extinction  of  the  oyster  industry  in 
New  South  Wales,  though  the  operations  of  the 
Commission  have  been  much  impeded  from  lack  of 
sufficient  legislation  to  enable  tbem  to  check  the 
improvidence  of  the  lessees,  who,  with  few  excep- 
tions, strip  the  oyster  beds  without  regard  to 
future  supply.  There  is  but  little  doubt,  says  Mr. 
Coghlan,  the  New  South  Wales  Government 
statistician,  that  the  establishment  of  '"pares," 
like  those  which  may  be  seen  along  the  coasts  of 
France  and  Belgium,  where  oyster  culture  is  con- 
ducted on  scientific  principles,  would  be  remunera- 
tive, as  the  demand  for  this  delicacy  is  great,  and 
continually  increasing.  There  is,  indeed,  a  wide 
field  for  remunerative  employment  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  experts  in  the  art  of  oyster  culture  would 
find  every  possible  facility  placed  at  their  disposal. 
During  the  year  1897, 14  701  bags  of  oysters  were 
obtained  from  the  tidal  waters  of  the  colony,  being 
a  satisfactory  increase  on  the  takes  of  previous 
years  ;  while  in  addition  to  this  supply,  2767  bags 
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of  oysters  were  imported  from  other  colonies,  their 
value  being  set  down  at  £3103.  In  1898  the 
quantity  imported  was  7110  bags,  value  £5322; 
of  which  6236  bags  came  from  New  Zealand,  550 
bags  from  Queensland,  282  bags  from  South 
Australia,  thirty  bags  from  Victoria,  and  twelve 
bags  from  Tasmania.  A  bag  of  oysters  contains 
three  bushels,  and  at  the  beginning  of  1899  the 
price  per  bag  of  good  oysters  in  Sydney  ranged 
from  358.  to  40s.  F.  Plummer. 


A  PICTURESQUE  THAMES-SIDE 
HAUNT. 


Perhaps  I  may  be  wrong  in  my  surmise. 
Probably  I  am ;  but  it  has  always  seemed  to  me 
that  is  to  say,  ever  since  I  was  of  an  age  to  read 
digest,  and  appreciate  the  beauties  of  the  "  Com 
pleat  Angler  " — that  good  old  Izaak  Walton  must 
assuredly  have  had  in  his  mind's  eyes  some  such 
an  inn  as  the  Trout,  at  Godstow,  when  he  told  us 
of  "  the  honest  alehouse  where  we  shall  find 
cleanly  room,  lavender  in  the  window,  twenty 
ballads  stuck  about  the  wall,  and  a  hostess  both 
cleanly  and  civil."    I  am  not  oblivious  to  the  fact 
that  Walton's  affections  were  centred  in  the  Lea, 
but  nevertheless  his  description  of  what  an  angler's 
house  of  call  should  be,  admirably  fits  the  Trout,* 
which,  in  addition  to  being  situated  on  one  of  the 
most  picturesque  portions  of  the  Thames,  can 
lay  claim  to  the  greatest  antiquity  of  any  inn 
on  its  upper  reaches,  if  not  on  the  whole  of  that 
noble  river.    In  the  days  when  Walton  trudged 
up  Tottenham  Hill,  and  wended  his  way  to  the 
cowslip-spangled  meads  and  the  wooded  banks 
of  the  Lea  around  Hoddesdon  and  its  adjacent 
villages,  the  Trout  was  yet  an  ancient  house, 
and   had    been    a    witness    to    many  scenes 
that    have    helped    to    make    history.  Over 
the    other    side    of    the    great    pool,  whose 
watere  lap  the  wall  of  its   narrow   strip  of 
garden,  across  an  intervening  stretch  of  un- 
dulating meadow,  are  the  crumbling  ruins  of  an 
ancient  house  of  nuns,  to  which  it  was  the  guest 
house.    This  was  the  once  powerful  Benedictine 
Nunnery  of  S.S.  Mary  and  John  the  Baptist,  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  romantic  story  of 
Fair  Rosamond,  the  beautiful  daughter  of  Walter 
Lord  Clifford,  who  won  the  illicit  affections  of 
Henry  II.,  and  gave  rise  to  an  affecting  story 
concerning  the  manner  of  her  death,  which  proves 
conclusively  that,  had  the  printing  press  been  in 
existence,  the  chroniclers  of  her  days  would 
have  held  their  own  against  all  comers  as  writers 
of  readable  fiction.    As  a  matter  of  fact  Rosa- 
mond was  not  poisoned  by  Queen  Eleanor,  but 
died  at  Woodstock,  and  was   buried    in  God- 
stow  Nunnery.     The  next  occasion  on  which 
Godstow  came  into  prominence  was  when  Charles 
was  beleagured  in  Oxford  by  the  Parliamentarian 
forces,  just  prior  to  his  executing  the  famous  night 
march,  which  led  him  to  Cropredy  field,  and 
ultimately  to  the  scaffold  at  Whitehall.  Being 
built  on  a  long  narrow  spit  of  land  between  the 
main  stream  of  the  Thames  and  one  of  its 
branches,  which,  practically  speaking,  make  the 
piece  of  land  in  question  a  long  island  reaching 
right  away  to  Oxford,  the  ruins  of  the  nunnery 
formed  a  magnificent  strategic  position,  which, 
so  long  as  it  could  be  held,  gave  the  king  an 
uninterrupted  line  of  retreat.    It  was  accordingly 
converted  by  a  party  of  Royalist  troops  into  an 
outpost  until  Charles  had  to  evacuate  Oxford, 
and  the  little  garrison  rode  across  the  grey  old 
two-arched  Norman  bridge  spanning  the  pool  to 
rejoin  the  main  body  of  the  king's  army  marching 
northward  across  the  Port  Mede. 

The  proximity  of  Godstow  to  Oxford  has 
always  made  the  Trout  a  favourite  resort  with  the 
Oxonians,  who  find  it  a  pleasant  resting  place 
after  pulling  up  the  two  miles  or  so  of  river  inter- 
vening between  the  lock  and  Medley  Weir,  which 
has  now  become  the  boating  station  of  the  upper 
river.  But  withal,  although  ten  persons  visit  it 
to-day  where  forty  years  ago  one  went  there,  its 
most  palmy  days  were  certainly  towards  the  end 
of  the  fifties  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  sixties. 
Christopher  Lipscombe,  the  then  poprietor, 
exercised  a  very  strict  supervision  over  his  fishery 
and  his  house,  which  was  the  rendezvous  of  nearly 
every  well  to  do  tradesman  in  Oxford.  Prominent 
among  these  was  one  known  to  his  intimate  friends 

*  Mr.  Rnd   Mrs.   Tlioniim  >i)   (the   present  boit  and 
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ae  "  Jack  "  Slatter,  the  manager  of  a  local  wine 
vaults,  and  a  notorious  practical  joker.    In  spite 
of  his  pranks,  which  were  always  of  a  highly 
amusing   character,   "  Jack "    was  exceedingly 
popular  with  the  habitues  of  the  Trout,  and  took 
a  prominent  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  coterie 
who  formed  the  regular  frequenters  of  the  smoke 
room.    Among  these  was  old  Stephens,  a  retired 
tradesman,  who  generally  appeared  wearing  a  long 
blue  cloak  with  a  high  velvet  collar,  into  which 
Master  Slatter  had  sewn  up  a  dead  bleak.  In 
course  of    time  it  commenced  to    assert  its 
presence,  and  then  old  Stephens  would  plain 
tively  remark,  "  John,  d'you  know  I  can't  make 
out  why  it  is  I  always  encounter  such  a  terrible 
smell  whenever  I  put  this  coat  on."    Before  the 
formation  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  and  the 
passage  of  the  bye-laws,  which,  among  other 
necessary  reforms,  gave  a  uniform  set  of  fishing 
regulations    for    the    whole    of    the  Thames 
"  drawing  day "    was    a  great    institution  at 
Godstow.    This  was  the  annual  netting  of  the 
pool,  on  which  occasion  a  large  number  of  guests 
were  invited,  and  the  liquid  refreshments  did  not 
consist  solely  of  temperance  beverages.  The 
great  man  at  these  very  pleasant  reunions  was 
"  Colonel"  Webb,  who,  originally  a  journeyman 
shoemaker,    had    relinquished    the    last  and 
stirrup  to  look  after  the  Godstow  fishery.  The 
"  Colonel,''  when  he  was  at  home,  lived  in  a  hut 
in  the  neighbouring  village  of  Wolvercot,  where 
he  kept  a  feather  bed.    He,  however,  had  his  own 
ideas  on  sleeping,  and  instead  of  lying  on  the  bed 
in  the  orthodox  fashion,  he  cut  a  hole  in  the  top 
of  the  ticking,  and  so  crept  in  and  slept  among 
the  feathers.    Probably  the  Thames  never  pro 
duced  a  more  wonderful  diver.    I  have  frequently 
seen  him  plunge  in  under  the  banks  at  Wolvercot 
and  fetch  up  three  fish,  chub  or  barbel — one  in 
each  hand  and  the  third  in  his  mouth.    He  used 
to  declare  that  they  lay  side  to  side  beneath  the 
inner    shelf   of    the  bank,  like  "  osses  in  a 
stable."     Now  it  happened  that  Christopher 
Lipscombe,  jun.,   on  a    "  drawing  day,"  con 
ceived  the  bright  idea  that  additional  lustre 
would    be  imparted   to    the    proceedings  by 
a  steeplechase  on  foot   across  the  Wolvercott 
Meadows  to  the  University  Paper  MiU,  and  back 
to  the  Trout.    The  idea  took  on,  and  there  were 
numerous  entries,  who  were  speedily  put  out  of 
the  running  by  "  Colonel "  Webb  and  another 
worthy  named  "  Sam  Warmington,"  long  since 
deceased.    But  the  "  Colonel "  did  not  play  fair 
Instead  of  jumping  the  ditches  he  waddled 
through  them,  and  having  added  to  his  iniquities 
by  falling   heavily  on  Mr.   Warmington  and 
nearly  drowning  him,  he  had  all   the  course 
to  himself ;  but  an  unfortunate  accident  occurred 
to  mar  his  chances  of  success.    Buttons  found  no 
place  on  Mr.  Webb's  attire,  but  were  substituted 
by  string  and  tape.    Just  as  he  had  crossed  the 
last  ditch  and  entered  the  straight  for  home, 
something  went  wrong  with  the  tapes,  and  they 
all  came  undone.    The  "  Colonel  "  was,  however, 
quite  equal  to  the  occasion,  and,  pausing  for  a 
moment  in  his  stride,  he  divested  himself  of  all 
his  clothing,  and  went  past  the  winning  post  in 
buff.    The  rapidity  with  which  the  ladies  who 
formed  a  portion  of  the  spectators  disappeared 
from  view  as  he  approached  the  post  was  highly 
amusing.    My  friend,  Stephen  Davis,  who  out  of 
all  the  men  who  used  to  congregate  at  the  Trout 
is  one  of  the  very  few  survivors,  and  is,  I  am  glad 
to  say,  still  hale  and  hearty,  tells  a  funny  tale  of 
how  he  spoiled  sport  on  one  of  those  "  drawing 
days."    He  and  Lipscombe  had  quarrelled,  and 
Stephen  determined  by  hook  or  by  crook  to  get  a 
bit  of  his  own  back.    On  the  previous  evening, 
when  dusk  had  fallen,   he  quietly  punted  up 
to  Godstow  and  launched  overboard    into  the 
centre  of  the  pool  a  nine  gallon  cask  liberally 
studded    with    tenter    hooks.    Next    day  the 
assembled    company    wondered    what  James 
Beesley,  who   was  superintending  the  net  for 
Lipscombe,  had  got  hold  of.    Needless  to  say, 
Master  Stephen  had  gained  all  he  wanted.  The 
net  was  spoiled,  and  they  caught  no  fish  that  day. 
The  pool,  although  its  dimensions  and  the  volume 
of  the  flow  coming  into  it  through  the  sluices 
across  the  arches  of  the  old  Norman  Bridge,  on 
which  the  then  Lard  Robert  do  Wytham  gave  the 
Abbess  of  Godstow — I  think  the  one  in  question 
was  Rosamond  Clifford,  who  had  retired  to  the 
shade  of  the  cloister — permission  to  erect  a  weir 
to  keep  up  tlio  supply  to  the  Sanctuary  Stream 


encircling  the  nunnery  grounds,  is  restricted  by 
the  new  weir  at  the  lock,  still  keeps  its  name  as 
a  famous  fishing  place.  Tears  ago  Lipscombe 
informed  the  grandfather  of  the  present  Earl  of 
Abingdon  that  he  had  seen  a  trout  there.  His 
lordship  tried  for  it  three  mornings  in  succession, 
and  on  the  third  went  back  to  Wytham  Abbey, 
close  by,  with  the  remark,  "  Lipscombe,  I  always 
thought  you  were  a  remarkable  old  liar.  I  know  it 
now."  Strange  to  relate  that  afternoon  John  Ward, 
the  brother  of  Richard  of  that  ilk,  who  was  a 
well  known  Oxford  draper,  was  fishing  for  pike, 
and,  leaving  his  dead  gorge,  went  into  the  Trout 
for  a  drink.  On  resuming  fishing  he  found  some- 
thing tugging  at  his  line,  and  ultimately  landed 
the  trout,  a  beauty  of  5ilb.  "  And  his  lordship  said 
I  was  a  remarkable  old  liar,"  remarked  Mr.  Lips- 
combe in  mournful  accents  when  he  saw  the  fish. 
Last  summer  I  paid  Godstow  a  visit  after  an 
absence  of  nearly  twenty  years.  The  hand  of 
time  had  dealt  lightly  with  it.  Against  its  walls 
and  along  the  edge  of  the  pool  roses  bloomed  as 
luxuriantly  as  of  yore.  Through  the  branches  of 
the  giant  elms  on  the  opposite  bank  the  evening 
sunset  slanted  into  the  water  in  patches  of  mellow 
light,  continuously  shifting  and  changing  with 
the  play  of  the  stream.  The  dace  were  dimpling 
the  surface  as  they  rose  at  the  dancing  flies; 
and  what  might  have  been  the  same  shoal  of 
chub  that  I  fished  for  as  a  boy,  and  not  always 
successfully,  were  basking  where  the  light  fell 
strongest  on  the  water.  But  yet  there  came  a 
blank,  for  the  old  faces  I  knew  so  well  had  all 
gone,  and  I  was  a  stranger  among  those  around 
me.  Believe  me,  there  are  times  when  a  man 
can  feel  lonely  in  a  crowd,  and  this  was  one  of 
them.  A  Veteran. 


WESTARD  HO !  FOR  PIKE. 


About  a  month  ago  I  solicited  and  obtained 
permission  to  fish  an  extensive  lake  in  the  west  of 
England  for  pike.    The  exact  situation  of  the 
lake  in  question  I  am  not,  for  various  reasons, 
inclined  to  give,  but  it  suflBces  to  say  that  its 
location  is  at  the  end  of  a  three  hours'  run  from 
Paddington.  Accordingly,  I  left  that  station  soon 
after  mid-day,  being  well  supplied  with  live  bait, 
which  a  faithful  friend  had  placed  in  my  com- 
partment at  Wimbledon  as  I  journeyed  from 
Epsom  to  Waterloo,  not  forgetting  a  small 
apparatus  for  aerating  the  water  contained  in  the 
large  bait-can  which  I  contemplated  usmg  in  the 
three  hours'  journey.    During  the  transit  west- 
wards all  went  merry  as  a  marriage  bell.  Once 
on  raising  the  double  lid  I  fancied  that  two  ot 
the  dace  had  had  enough  of  it,  but  a  three  minutes' 
stoppage  enabled  me  to  change  the  water  in  the 
can,  and  then  the  brace  of  candidates  for  the  sick 
list  became  again  as  lively  as  kittens.    When  1 
reached  my  station  for  disembarking  I  repeated 
the  process,  jumped  into  the  light  trap  that  was 
in  waiting  for  me,  and  we  bowled  along  on  the  two- 
mile  stretch  for  the  roadside  west  country  inn 
where  it  was  ari-anged  that  I  should  pass  the 
night.    The  smoking-room  of  the  inn  was  full 
when  I  entered  and  deposited  my  tackle  upon  the 
well  sanded  floor,  for  it  had  got  noised  abroad  in 
the  village  that  someone  was  coming  down  from 
Lunnun"  to  try  for  those  "big  'uns"  up  at 
'  t'  Squire's."    I  soon  put  myself  on  the  outside 
of  a  substantial  tea,  and  once  more  joined  the 
members    of    the    smoking-room,    whose  con^ 
versation  on  that  particular  occasion  appeared  to 
relate  to  the  doings  of  that  well-known  old  time 
wrestler  whose  fame  had  spread  all  over  our  own 
little    island,   and    whose    prowess    had  been 
acknowledged  from  the  Severn  to  the  Land's  End 
I  refer  to  Abraham  Cann.   The  prevalent  opinion 
expressed  was  that  no  man  could  throw  him,  and 
that  he  never  gave  his  back  to  an  opponent. 
Early  closing  seemed  to  be  the  order  of  the 
evening,  for  as  the  old  Dutch  clock  chimed  out 
the  hour  of  9  p.m.  the  majority  left  for  home, 
while  the  remainder  of  the  customers  filed  off 
separately  or  in  pairs. 

My  orders  were  to  be  ready  at  6  a.m.  the  next 
morning,  when,  after  a  three-miles  drive,  I  found 
myself  at  the  keeper's  cottage,  not  half  a  mile 
from  the  water  to  be  fished.  We  did  not  hang 
about,  but,  shouldering  our  traps,  we  started  at 
once  for  the  old  boathouse  to  get  out  the  craft 
to  bo  used  for  the  day.  She  was  a  roomy  old 
l)oa(,  of  the  vvalnut-snell  pattern,  and  stable  aa 
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a  "  billy-boy."   We  at  once  placed  our  cargo  on 
board  and  started  in  a  bee-line  for  the  opposite 
shore,  distant  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  to  a 
bed  of  reeds,   where  some   decent  fish  were 
supposed  to  lie.    As  the  water  was  not  more 
than  Sft.  in  depth  in  this  portion,  I  decided  on 
taking  the  advice  of  the  keeper,  and  to  try  float 
fishing  with  a  Jardine  snap.     I  soon  had  a 
lively  dace  on,  and  saw  him  "working"  the  tell- 
tale all  over  the  water  in  his  vain  endeavours 
to  regain  his  freedom.    In  about  three  minutes 
the  keeper  gave  me  a  nudge  as  the  float  went 
down  with  a  bob,  and  then  slid  ofE    in  the 
direction  of  a  gap  in  the  reeds.    I  struck  him 
when  he  turned,  and  then,  for  the  space  of  five 
minutes,  I  had  a  lively  time,  as  the  fish  made  a 
dash  for  the  home  from  which  my  dace  had 
enticed  him.    The  keeper  put  in  a  couple  of 
strokes,  and,  the  tackle  being  good,  I  soon  had 
the  struggling  pike  out  into  the  open  and  finally 
into  the  boat,  when  a  crack  from  a  Jardine 
nobbier  put  an  end  to  his  struggles.    He  turned 
out  to  be  a  91b.  fish,  in  splendid  fettle,  and  I 
began  to  shake  hands  with  myself,  as  the  day's 
sport  had  opened  so  propitiously.    We  gradually 
worked  our  way  along  the  reeds,  when  again  the 
float  disappeared.    This  time  the  battle  was  very 
short  and  sharp,  and  a  fish  of  3hlb.  found  its 
way  into  the  landing  net.    It  being  the  rule  of 
the  Squire,  with  regard  to  the  fishing,  that  all 
jack  caught  under  41b.  should  be  returned  to  the 
water,  this  fish,  with  the  next,  which  was  very 
little  larger,  took  the  benefit  of  the  rule,  and  were 
restored  to  their  native  element.    The  attendant, 
evidently  of  opinion  that  we  had  got  amongst 
the  small  ones,  advised  a  movement  of,  perhaps, 
.30yds.,  a  move  the  advantage  of  which  very  soon 
became  apparent.    The  dace  had  been  slung 
out    about    15yds.    from    the    boat,  and  was 
taking  the  float  all  over  the  course,  a  sure  sign 
that  pike  were  about.    Then  it  went  down,  and 
took  a  direction  towards  the  boat,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  Josiah,  my  help,  indicated  a  fish  of 
considerable  weight.    This  opinion  was  not,  how- 
ever, borne  out  on  his  capture,  for  on  placing  him 
on  the  steelyard  he  pulled  down  the  spring  at  a 
little  more  than  101b.    A  bitter  north  wind  was 
now  driving  across  the  lake,  and  the  "white 
horses"  began  to  make  their  appearance  upon 
the  tops  of  the  waves,  so  that  after  the  capture  of 
another  fish  of  51b.  we  ran  into  a  small  haven  for 
shelter,  and  lunch.    Then  the  wind  went  down  a 
trifle,  and  we  moved  across  to  a  spot  where  one  of 
the  stately  trees  had  been  uprooted,  and  had 
fallen  into  the  lake,  during  a  gale  that  about  six 
months  before  had  swept  over  this  part  of  the 
country.    We  began  quite  50yds.  from  the  sunken 
tree.    "  Now  mind,"  said  Josiah,  "  there  are  some 
'  gurt '  ones  just  here,  especially  by  the  sunken 
tree,  and  if  you're  lucky  enough  to  get  hold  of  the 
'  gurtest '  one  of  all,  why,  then  look  out,  for  he'll 
make  a  dash  for  that  log,  and  very  likely  smash 
your  tackle  to  bits."    We  took  several  small 
jack  and  returned  them  to  the  water;  but  for 
some  time  the  lake  yielded  nothing  out  of  the 
common.     But  as  we  worked  nearer  to  the 
sunken  boughs,  a  nice  fish  took  the  bait  and  gave 
me  plenty  of  work  for  quite  ten  minutes.  But 
the  nooks  were  well  in,  and  the  tackle  held,  so 
that   when  we  had  got  him  fairly  aboard  he 
proved  to  be  a  splendid  sample  of  a  141b.  fish. 
We  worked  onwards,  still  nearing  the  tree,  with- 
out any  further  sign,  until  we  could  discern  the 
immense  boughs  stretching  hither  and  thither, 
and  deep  down  until  lost  to  sight  in  the  great 
depth  of  the  dark  water.     "  Look  out,"  cried 
Josiah,  "  You've  got  him,  the  '  gurt  un ! '  Keep 
him  out  from  the  tree."    I  held  him  as  tightly  as 
I  could,  when  he  dashed  for  the  open  water. 
Here  I  played  him  for  quite  five  minutes,  and 
once  obtained  a  glimpse  of  him  as  the  pressure 
upon  the  rod  brought  him  nearly  to  the  surface. 
But  he  bored  again,  until  the  point  of  the  rod 
touched  the  water.    With  undiminished  strength 
he  took  us  back  again  to  his  favourite  haunt, 
making  for  the  log.    "Hold  him,  or  you'll  lose 
him,"  was  the  warning  from  the  keeper,  and 
so  it  proved,  for  with  a  dash  that,  after  all  the 
work  that  I  had  given  him,  I  thought  was 
impossible,  he  struck  for  one  of  the  giant  limbs. 
There  was  an  ominous  snap,  and  the  line  and  float 
came  back,  leaving  the  trace  with  the  hooks  in 
possession  of  the  pike.   We  sat  and  looked  at 
each  other  for  a  brief  period,  but  no  sound  came 
ifrom  either  of  us.   Then  the  keeper  remarked, 


'  You're  not  the  first  by  several  that  he  has  done." 
The  afternoon  had  now  begun  to  wane,  so  we  sadly 
and  silently  made  for  the  boathouse  and  back  to 
my  inn.  I  had  lost  my  chance,  and  could  not 
shake  off  my  despondency  until  the  next  day, 
when  I  returned  to  London,  and  had  placed  upon 
the  trays  of  my  club  what  was  really  a  splendid 
take  of  pike,  But,  oh  !  that  parting  remark  of 
Josiah's,  "  If  you'd  only  nabbed  that '  gurt  'un !' " 
How  deeply  the  iron  entered  into  my  soul. 

Straw  Hat. 


Imperial  Institute. — H.R.H.  the  Prince  of 
Wales  has  signified  his  intention  of  being  present 
at  a  grand  evening  concert  given  by  the  Imperial 
Institue  Amateur  Orchestra,  in  aid  of  the  Trans- 
vaal War  Fund,  in  the  Great  Hall  of  the  Imperial 
Institute,  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  14. 


THE     GRESHAM    ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Motto:  "  Not  to  flsh  foi-  the  bag,  but  for  specimea  flah." 

Extracts  from  the  report  of  the  general  committeB  to 
the  annual  general  meeting,  held  on  Jan.  30. 

In  presenting  their  annual  report,  the  committee  beg  to 
congratulate  the  members  on  the  continued  improvement 
in  the  position  of  the  society  since  the  last  annual  meeting. 

The  waters  at  Kelvedon,  held  on  lease  by  the  society, 
are  well  stociei  with  fish.  A  further  stretch  has  been 
secured,  the  weeds  properly  cut,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
very  fine  roach  are  known  to  be  in  the  river. 

It  haa  been  suggested  by  several  members  that  the 
general  meeting  be  recommended  to  suspend  the  bye-law 
as  to  the  size  of  pike  that  may  be  taken  at  Kelredon,  in 
order  that  the  large  number  of  small  pike  may  be 
removed. 

The  fishing  on  the  river  Chess  (rented  by  the  society) 
has  fulfilled  all  expectations  considering  tha  scarcity  of 
water,  owing  to  the  very  dry  season.  Upwards  of 
20D  yearling  and  two-year-old  trout  were  purchased  and 
turned  in  during  the  past  year,  and,  so  far  as  our  know- 
ledge extends,  have  thriven.  A  large  number  of  trout 
have  heen  taken  with  the  fly  during  the  season  ended 
Sept.  30  last,  some  up  to  nearly  31b.  in  weight.  The  wet 
fly  is  now  permitted  on  the  water  from  April  1  to  June  30  ; 
but  from  July  1  to  Sept.  30  the  dry  fly  only  is  allowed. 
Arrangements  have  baen  made  for  the  proper  protection 
of  the  fieh  during  the  spawning  season. 

The  committee  consider  the  society  is  indebted  to  Mr. 
Fourmy  and  several  other  members  for  the  personal 
interest  and  practical  attantion  they  have  given  to  the 
Chesham  water. 

A  re-stocking  fund  is  in  existence,  is  well  supported, 
and  the  committee  hop3  to  make  further  purchases  of 
trout  and  other  fish.  In  this  connection  Mr.  Budgen  has 
kindly  offered  a  donation  of  £5  53,,  and  Mr.  Beaves  one  of 
£2  23. 

During  the  year  many  members  have  fished  for  salmon 
and  trout  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  with  good  results. 

Sea  fishing  has  been  an  important  feature  with  members 
of  the  society,  the  coasts  of  the  West  of  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland  having  contributed  some  very  large  bags. 

Cups  and  medals  have  been  awarded  for  specimen  fish 
as  under :  Dr.  Brunton's  cup  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Basten,  for  cod 
of  231b.,  coal  fish  of  18Ib.,  and  pollack  of  81b.  8oz ;  Dr. 
Ladell's  shield  to  Mr.  L.  B.  Wrightson,  for  pike  of 
171b.  6oz.,  and  perch  of  21b.  IJoz. ;  Deal  challenge  cup 
to  Mr.  G.  H.  Young.  Silver  medals  to  :  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery, 
for  pike  of  241b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  for  grayling  of 
21b.  ;  Mr.  L.  B.  Wrightson,  for  perch  of  21b.  IJoz. ;  Mr. 
T.  Gilbert,  for  rosch  of  lib.  12oz. ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Basten,  for 
cod  of  231b. ;  Mr.  W.  C.  Canton,  for  conger  of  181b. ;  Mr. 
G.  Maull,  for  sea  bream  of  21b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman, 
for  coal  fish  of  161b. ;  Mr.  T.  Gibson,  for  pollack  of 
91b.  8oz. ;  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson,  for  bass  of  81b.  14.z. 

The  programme  for  the  period  ending  Feb.  27,  1900,  is 
in  course  of  preparation,  and  will  shortly  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  members.  The  committee  would  be  pleased  to 
receive  suggestions,  in  writing,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  programme  as  useful  and  concise  as  possible  ;  also  to 
receive  the  name  of  any  gsntleman  who  would  offer  to  read 
a  paper  before  the  society. 

The  committee  ragret  that  the  society  has  lost  some 
members  by  death,  including  Dr.  Brunton,  one  of  the 
earliest  members,  whose  loss  is  deeply  deplored  by  the 
whole  society. 

The  meetings  have  been  well  attended  during  the  past 
twelve  months.  Every  effort  is  made  to  give  the  members 
pleasant,  entertaining,  and  instructive  evenings.  Papers 
read  by  members,  discussions,  concerts,  dinners,  ani  other 
functions  have  passed  off  in  an  eminently  satisfactory  and 
pleasurable  manner. 

The  society  has  contributed  to  general  preservation 
work,  and  the  re-stockiog  of  public  waters. 

In  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  other  business,  Mr. 
Alexander  Wright  has  been  compelled  to  relinquish  tha 
post  of  hon.  secretary,  which  he  has  filled  with  great  ability 
during  the  past  three  years.  This  the  society  much  regrets, 
8S  he  has  shown  himself  in  a  vaiie  y  of  ways  practically 
devoted  to  its  interest-i,  for  which  the  comnaittee  express 
themselves  grateful.  Mr.  J.  H.  Walker  has  been  appointed 
by  the  committee  to  take  Mr.  Wright's  place. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 

January,  1900.  J.  H.  Walker  (Hon.  Sec). 


Mr.  Gordon  Hooper  caught  an  181b.  pike  at  Temple 
Lock  on  Jan.  28.  Mr.  Butt,  F /;  S.,  of  Wigmore-street, 
has  it  for  preservation. 


SEVERN  FISHERY  BOARD. 
PISHING  RIGHTS  AND  REGULATIONS, 
An  important  meeting  of  the  board  of  conservators, 
Severn  Fishery  District,  was  held  at  the  Council  House, 
Birmingham,  recently,  presided  over  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Willis  Bund  (chairman  of  the  board).  Tne  opening 
business  was  of  a  formal  character.  The  chairman  of  the 
board,  the  vice-chairman  (Mr.  Benjamin  Danks),  the 
treasurer  (Mr.  A.  C.  Cherry),  the  clerk  (Mr.  John 
Stallard,  jan.),  and  the  auditor  (Mr.  T.  Chiversj  were 
re-appointed  for  the  year  1900.  The  executive  and  pollu- 
tion committee  was  also  re-elected,  with  very  tew 
alterations,  Mr.  Thomas  Coles,  of  Birmingham,  the 
president  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Assoc'atio  i,  being 
placed  on  it.  The  abstract  of  accounts  was  p-e^ente  1  and 
passed.  It  showed  the  receipts — including  £18.^  ba'ance 
due — to  have  amounted  to  £12.39.  There  was  a  balanoe 
due  to  the  treasurer  of  £67.  The  chairman  said  that 
they  had  made  arrangements  to  decrease  their  staff  of 
bailiffs  by  two,  so  they  hoped  that  in  the  coming  year 
their  expenses  would  be  within  their  income. 

Fishing  Ri«hts  on  the  StVfR.Vt 

The  thirty-third  annual  report  was  then  submitt  d  and 
approved.  The  report  stated  that  in  view  of  the  dt  cision 
of  the  High  Court  that  the  public  have  no  rights  of  t  shing 
in  the  Severn  above  the  tideway,  and  that  the  f  shing 
belonged  exclusively  to  the  riparian  owners,  the  board 
resolved  that  the  executive  and  pollution  committee  be 
authorised  to  nagotiata  with  the  riparian  owners  bttweea 
Tewkesbury  Weir  and  Bridgnorth  for  leases  of  tieic 
fisheries,  and  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  prepare 
rules  and  regulations  to  be  observed  by  anglers.  Many 
riparian  owners  had  agreed  to  let  to  the  board  a  consider- 
able stretch  of  the  river,  and  negotiations  were  proceeding 
to  acquire  more.  The  Shropshire  Angling  Association  had 
also  practically  rented  the  whole  of  the  Savem  be  ow 
Shrewsbury,  so  that  if  the  board  acquired  the  greatest 
part  of  the  river  in  Worcestershire  above  Tewkesbury, 
they  would,  in  conjunction  with  the  association,  be  able  to 
regulate  the  fishing  for  a  distance  of  seventy  miles.  The 
chairman  said  he  hoped  that  i  a  this  way  they  would  be 
able  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion  of  the  matter. 
Mr.  George  Butler  Lloyd,  chairman  of  the  Severn  Angling 
Association,  said  he  should  like  to  know  where  that 
association  came  in  in  this  arrangement.  They  had 
fought  and  won  the  big  battle,  bat  they  were  now  almost 
bankrupt,  and  were  certainly  not  in  a  position  to  pay 
bailiffs,  or,  at  any  rate,  more  than  one,  for  thirty  or  forty 
miles  of  river.  Would  the  board  continue  to  send  bailiffs 
up  the  association's  portion  of  the  river,  although  the 
board  had  no  right  to  the  fishing  there,  or  would  they  in 
any  other  way  support  the  association  ?  If  not,  where 
was  the  23.  which  they  were  to  be  asked  to  pay  for  the 
licence  to  go  to  ?  The  chairman  said  that  the  Shropshire 
would  be  like  any  other  private  water,  and  the  bailiffs  of 
the  board  would  go  there  as  they  had  gone  before,  but 
they  would  only  be  able  to  report  any  offences  which  they 
saw  committed,  as  they  could  do  in  regard  to  any  other 
private  waters.  None  of  the  rules  which  the  board  made 
for  the  water  they  rented  would  apply  to  the  Shropshire 
waters  so  long  as  they  were  rented  by  the  Shropshhe 
Association.  If  a  propo!al  were  made  for  the  association 
to  hand  over  their  waters  to  the  board,  he  was  sure  the 
board  would  consider  it,  and  he  thought  such  an  arrange- 
ment  might  be  of  great  advantage  to  both  parties. 
The  Effect  of  Liverpool  Waterworks. 

In  the  report  the  chairman  stated  that  he  thought  it 
desirable  I  hit  full  information  should  be  collected  as  to 
the  effect  of  the  Liverpool  works  on  the  fishing.  While  it 
might  Hot  be  the  sole  cause,  yet  it  was,  in  his  idea,  one  of 
the  great  causes  that  rendered  the  Severn  less  productive 
than  formerly,  and  was  a  cause  that  would  make  the  river 
less  productive  from  year  to  year.  It  had  wholly  changed 
the  natural  conditions  of  the  river,  and  had  augmented 
the  destructive  power  of  certain  modes  of  fishing.  At  the 
meeting  tha  chairman  remarked  that  he  thought  the 
works  had,  to  a  great  extent,  prevented  tha  spring  and 
summer  freshes,  and  thus  stopped  the  fish  ascending  the 
river.  He  proposed  that  instructions  be  given  to  the  clerk 
to  prepare  a  full  report  on  the  subject,  and  the  resolution 
was  carried. 

Fishing  Results  and  Prospects, 

The  number  of  salmon  caught  in  the  past  season,  the 
report  statad,  was  in  excess  of  1898,  the  worst  year  on 
record ;  but  still  the  aaason  was  a  bad  one,  and  it  was 
only  by  a  run  of  fish  in  August,  the  oreater  part  of  which 
would  not  have  been  caught  had  the  Board  of  Trade 
approved  the  bye-law  shortening  the  saason,  that  the 
number  excaeded  that  of  lait  year.  Practically,  as  in 
1898,  all  the  fish  were  caught  below  Tewkesbury  Weir. 
The  total  number  was,  approximately,  10,000,  the  average 
weight  being  12^10.  There  were  more  botchers  than  in 
1898,  and  this  has  had  its  effect  on  the  average  weight. 
The  trout  season  was  very  bad,  and  it  was  reported  that 
in  some  of  the  streams  the  water  was  so  low  that  many 
trout  were  trodden  to  death  by  the  cattle.  Under-sizaa 
coarse  fish  were  still  cn  the  increase,  but  the  larger-sized 
ones  eeenied  falling  off.  There  was  practically  m  eel 
fishing.  As  to  the  prospects,  the  chairman  said  he  dii  not 
take  such  a  despondent  view  as  the  figures  might  warrant. 
The  falling  off  in  the  salmon  fishery  had  been  gen(>ral, 
and  a  meeting  of  chairmen  of  different  fishery  boards 
would  be  held  in  London  next  month  to  consider  whether 
they  ought  to  pre^s  the  Government  to  take  steps  to 
consider  why  this  falling  off  had  occurred.  He  hoped,  as 
regarded  the  Severn,  it  would  only  be  temporary.  He 
attached  very  great  importance  to  ascertaining,  as  far  as 
possible,  how  far  the  three  great  causes  now  acting  on 
the  Severn  fisheries  relatively  affected  it.   These  causes 
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were:  (1)  Foliation;  (2)  the  Liverpool  waterworks; 
(3)  the  amoont  of  fishing. 

The  London  Water  Scheme. 

In  a  brief  reference  to  this  mitter,  the  chairman's 
report  pointed  out  that  if  the  scheme  of  the  London  County 
Council  were  carried  out  in  its  entirety,  the  Wye  would 
caas?  to  be  a  salnion  prodacins:  river.  What  effect  that 
would  have  on  the  Severn  fisheries  if  they  were  reduced  to 
relyintt  upon  the  Severn  for  the  fish  to  be  caught  in  b  th 
thes^  rivers  was  not  a  pleasant  subject  to  consider.  The 
chairman  was  glad  to  say  that  for  the  present  there 
appeared  to  he  no  immediate  danger  of  the  scheme  passing, 
in  face  of  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  thit  in  the 
opinion  of  the  commissioners  there  was  no  necessity  for 
London  to  go  to  Wales  for  water.  Mr.  Bund  was,  how- 
ever, authorised  to  oppose  the  scheme  if  necessary. 
Xew  Akgling  Regulations. 

The  board  then  carefully  considered  a  list  of  regula- 
tions which  had  been  suggested  by  the  executive  com- 
mittee, and,  with  a  few  slight  alterations,  adopted  them. 
The  rules  provided  for  the  issue  of  a  ticket  and  licence  to 
all  approved  persons  to  fish  in  such  parts  of  the  Severn 
as  were  rented  by  the  board  on  payment  of  l8.,  in  addition 
to  the  sum  payable  for  licence  duty.  No  fish  under  6in., 
except  gudgeon,  pike,  ruffes,  and  bleak,  were  to  be  taken, 
and  there  were  the  usual  restrictions  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  fishing  was  to  be  conducted  and  the  close  time. 
Regulation  No.  4  laid  down  that  "  in  the  waters  rented 
by  the  board  all  netting  will  be  done  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  officers  of  the  baard,  and  no  permission  to  net 
will  be  given  other  than  to  the  officers  of  the  board,  except 
for  eel  nets  to  persons  approved  by  the  board,"  and 
No.  7  that  "no  fishing  contest  will  be  allowed  in  any 
of  the  waters  rented  by  the  board  without  the 
leave  of  the  owner  and  the  special  permission  of 
the  boird."  .Mr.  R.  Wingfield  said  that  the  Worcester 
Association  had  thoroughly  approved  of  the  majority  of 
the  regulations,  and  he  thought  that,  with  hardly  an 
exeaption,  their  500  or  600  anglers  would  take  out  shilling 
tickets  in  order  to  assist  the  board  in  the  protection  of  the 
river.  The  delegates,  however,  strongly  objected  to  being 
obliged  to  take  out  trout  licences  to  fish  between  Lincombe 
Weir  and  Tewkesbury,  where  there  were  no  trout  to  catch. 
Mr.  T.  Coles,  as  president  of  the  Provinciil  Association, 
remarked  that  he  was  pleased  to  say  the  deadlock  which 
had  existed  between  his  association  and  the  board  was 
approaching  an  end.  The  regulations  showed  that  the 
committee  had  displayel  a  broad,  sympathetic  spirit,  and 
had  tried  to  reduce  friction  to  a  minimum.  There  was 
some  discussion  on  bye-law  4,  certain  members  strongly 
opposing,  as  it  would  prevent  many  fishermen  from  getting 
a  livelihood  if  an  exception  were  not  made  in  favour  of 
salmon.  An  amendment  was  proposed,  but  was  defeated 
by  a  narrow  majority,  and  the  bye-law  was  passed  without 
alteration.  This  concluded  the  business  of  the  meeting.— 
Birmingham  Daily  Post. 


BIRMINGHAM  ANGLERS  AND  THE 
SEVERN  FISHERY  BOARD. 

A  LARGE  meeting  of  Birmingham  anglers  interested  in 
fishing  in  the  Severn  was  held  at  the  Crown  Hotel, 
Ludgate-hill,  on  Wednesday,  to  hear  an  address  by  Mr. 
Willis  Bund.  Mr.  Burgess  presided.  Mr.  Hughes 
explained  lhat  hitherto  there  bad  been  some  friction 
between  Birmingham  anglers  and  the  Severn  Fisheries 
Board.  It  commenced  in  a  summons  taken  out  against  an 
angler  for  fishing  without  a  licence  at  Tewkesbury.  It 
had  been  stated  that  Mr.  Willis  Bund  would  not  meet  a 
number  of  Birmingham  anglers.  Thinking  that  any  friction 
which  might  exist  between  the  board  and  Birmingham 
anglers  should  be  removed,  he  wrote  Mr.  Bund,  inviting  that 
gentleman  to  meet  them,  with  the  result,  he  was  pleased 
to  say,  that  he  was  present  with  them  that  evening.  So 
long  as  they  could  obtain  good  fishing  in  the  Severn  he 
advised  them  to  take  out  licences.  It  was  the  only  river 
within  easy  reach  of  Birmingham.  Mr.  Randell  suggested 
the  adoption  of  the  Thames  limit,  excepting  pike  and 
trout.  Mr.  Foster  said  he  should  like  to  eee  night-lines 
abolished.  They  were  responsible  for  a  great  number  of 
good  (rout  being  taken  from  the  water.  Mr.  Lacey 
thought  they  should  have  a  representative  of  Birmingham 
anglers  on  the  Board  of  conservators. 

Mr.  Bund,  in  reply,  said  he  thought  there  must  have 
been  some  misunderstanding  as  to  his  attitude.  He  was 
always  glad  to  meet  his  brother  anglers  to  discuss  such 
questions.  Mr.  Coles  must  have  miaunderetood  him. 
L'ntil  their  secretary  explained  to  him  that  evening,  he 
did  not  know  whom  he  was  going  to  meet.  He  felt  it 
was  his  duty  to  come  and  meet  them.  He  was  very  glad 
to  have  done  so,  for  several  reasons.  He  thought  they 
had  been  rather  plajing  at  cross  purposes,  and  not  under- 
standing one  another.  What  he  had  been  desirous  of  bring- 
ing about  and_  inducing  the  board  to  do,  first  of  all,  with 
reference  to  licences  lie  took  a  certain  view  of  the  matter, 
which  the  board  had  adopted.  Mr.  Coles  took  another. 
It  wks  not  for  him  to  say  which  was  right.  No  one  could 
have  been  fairer  than  Mr.  Coles  had  been  in  his  desire  to 
geMhe 'inestion  authoritatively  settled.  It  was  not  Mr. 
Coles'  fault  that  it  had  not  been.  The  latest  difficulty, 
however,  was  the  decision  of  the  courts  that  no  person  had 
a  right  to  fish  in  the  Severn  except  the  landowners  and 
those  to  wh  m  they  gave  leave.  He  had  a  great  objection 
to  go  and  ask  favours  from  anybody.  He  would  sooner 
piy  some  small  sum  to  have  the  right  to  go  there.  He 
thouRlit  there  was  nothing  better  than  for  the  people  of 
Birmingham  t'>  have  the  o;)portunity  of  going  out  occasion- 
ally to  the  river  and  having  a  fair  shaie  of  sport  with  the 
fish  they  catch. 

The  conservators  had,  therefore,  drawn  up  a  scheme  for 
the  ac'jairement  of  the  rights  of  the  landowners  and  for 
the  framing  of  rules  whioh  would  enable  genuine  anglera 


to  fish.  The  proposal  which  would  come  before  the 
meeting  of  the  conservators  next  day  was  thit  only  those 
should  be  entitled  to  fish  who  took  out  a  shilling  licence 
and  a  shilling  ticket.  The  income  thus  obtained  would 
go  towards  the  expenses  of  maintaining  a  staff  of  keepers 
to  look  after  the  fishing.  He  believed  that  the  majority 
of  the  landowners  would  fall  in  vtith  the  Echeme,  and  that 
in  time  the  board  would  control  the  fishing  from  Arley  to 
Tewkesbury.  They  would  then  be  able  to  control  netting, 
and  if  he  had  his  way  he  would  not  permit  any.  Regarding 
the  depredations  reported  by  the  police  ard  others  by 
people  coming  from  Birmingham,  he  did  not  think  they 
were  committed  by  anglers  he  had  met  and  hoped  he 
should  continue  to  meet  in  large  numbers.  He  never 
yet  met  any  of  them  who  were  legitimate  anglers, 
however  rough  they  might  be,  but  were  really 
good  fellows,  and  came  out  for  their  sport  alone. 
He  did  not  agree  with  the  Busrgestion  as  to  the  adoption  of 
the  Thames  measurement.  It  was  too  high  for  the  Severn. 
He  thought  as  regarded  rough  fish  and  gudgeon  there 
should  be  no  size  measurement.  For  trout  and  grayling 
Sin.  was  a  fair  length,  but  as  regarded  most  other  fish  he 
inclined,  on  the  ground  of  convenience,  to  _6in.  As 
regarded  permits,  now  that  the  courts  had  decided  that 
the  river  was  private  water,  none  could  be  issued.  He 
hoped,  too  that  the  Severn  Commissioners  would  stop 
fishing  at  the  weirs.  Personally  he  advocated  the  repre- 
sentation of  all  interests  on  the  board  of  conservators,  and 
he  had  been  instrumental  in  securing  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Coles  and  Mr.  Wingfield.  But  so  far  the  Worcestershire 
County  Council  was  the  only  body  which  had  made  such 
appointments,  and  the  members  of  that  body  thought  that 
their  delegates  should  not  all  represent  one  interest.  He 
thought  Shropshire  and  Staffordshire  should  be  approached, 
but  he  would  bring  forward  the  name  of  a  Birmingham 
representative  when  the  next  vacancy  occurred.  In 
their  own  water  the  board  could,  it  they  thought 
fit,  say  there  should  be  no  night-lines  or  trailing 
from  boats.  There  was  no  doubt  that  landowners 
and  farmers  did  not  like  contests,  and  it  was  desirable, 
therefore,  that  they  should  be  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  the  responsible  officers  of  the  societies,  so 
as  to  prevent  damage.  To  those  fishermen  who  only 
visited  the  Severn  on  the  occasion  of  a  contest,  he  would 
be  in  favour  of  issuing  a  licence  and  a  ticket  at  a  nominal 
sum,  both  being  available  for  the  day  only.  The  rules 
which  they  desired  to  establish  would  not  affect  genuine 
anglers,  but  they  would  affect  objectionable  people  who 
frequented  the  river,  and  whose  primary  object  was  not 
fishing.  If  the  Severn  scheme  was  successful,  he  thought 
they  might  he  prepared  to  establish  a  similar  one  for  the 
Avon.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Bund,  and  in 
reply  he  invited  any  of  the  Birmingham  clubs  to  fish  one 
of  their  contests  in  his  water  on  the  Teme  during  the 
summer  months. 


HARROGATE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

From  the  annual  report  submitted  by  the  hon.  secretary 
and  treasurer,  Mr.  R.  Fortune,  I  am  pleased  to  see  the 
club,  whioh  is  a  boon  to  anglers  in  the  district  as  well  as 
visitors  who  come  to  fish  as  well  as  "  take  the  waters," 
is  in  a  good  position  financially,  and  that  prospects  for 
future  sport  are  good.  Mr.  Fortune  says  :  "  For  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  club  there  is  a  balance  at  the 
bank,  and  as  long  as  you  leave  a  balance  in  hand  at  your 
bankers  you  are  all  right.  The  receipts  for  the  year 
amount  to  £84  Os.  fid. ,  and  the  payments  to  £"2  33.  9d., 
this  leaving  us  with  a  balance  of  ^£11  I63.  9d.  The  pay- 
ments include  £39  keepers'  wages,  £12  ISs.  6d.  rent  of 
waters,  £15  IG3  9d.  in  connection  with  yearlings  and  ova. 
We  had  also  600  yearling  trout  given  to  us  by  the  Fishery 
Board.  The  past  season,  owing  to  the  prolonged  period  of 
dry  weather,  has  not  been  one  of  the  best  for  angling, 
nevertheless,  on  the  whole  members  have  had  good  sport, 
and  at  times  exceptional  baskets  have  been  obtained.  The 
hatchery  presented  by  the  president  has  worked  well,  and 
will  shortly  again  be  stocked  with  brown  trout  ova.  A 
good  supply  of  yearlings  have  also  been  ordered.  A 
difficulty  has  hitherto  been  experienced  in  finding  a 
suitable  position  for  a  rearing  pond.  This  we  hope  to 
overcome  this  year.  Since  its  formation  upwards  of 
60,000  trout,  yearlings  and  fry,  have  been  turned  out  into 
the  club  waters.  Our  leases  expire  this  year,  but  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  their  renewal.  Everything 
points  to  a  successful  future,  and  with  good  fishing 
becoming  daily  more  difficult  to  obtain,  it  behoves  members 
to  do  their  best  to  improve  the  waters  under  their  control. 
Members  are  particularly  urged  to  forward  their  sub- 
scriptions promptly.  The  heavier  expenses  come  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  and  funds  are  necessary  to  meet 
them."  The  officers  for  1900  are:  President,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Ibbetson ;  vice-presidents.  Councillor  Laycock  and  Mr. 
W.  .T.  Binns ;  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer,  Mr.  R. 
Fortune;  hon.  assistant-secretary,  Mr.  J.  A.  Lupton  ; 
committee,  Messrs.  H.  Allinson,  F.  C  irr,  G,  Dent,  G. 
Dalton,  T.  Hargreaves,  G.  MorreU,  II.  Robinson,  W. 
Robinson,  W.  G.  Royston,  and  J.  Stephenson  ;  auditors, 
Messrs.  Carr  and  Stephenson ;  river  watcher,  Michael 
Dowling,  Walshford  Bridge,  via  Wetherby.  Waters  of  the 
club  remain  as  last  year,  viz  ,  on  the  Nidd,  about  nine 
miles  both  sides  without  a  break;  Upper  Crimple,  five 
miles;  Lower  Crimple,  about  three  miles;  Dak  Beck, 
abfiut  two  miles.  J.  B.  Miller. 

10,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


TiiK  Duke  of  Bedford,  at  his  own  expense,  is  building  a 
new  fish  pass  at  Litohley  Weir  on  th3  Tamar,  which 
should  greatly  improve  the  fishing  of  the  river,  as  when 
the  work  is  completed  the  whole  of  the  upper  reaches, 
with  the  tribntaries  and  spawning  beds,  will  be  aooessible 
to  salmon  at  all  times. — Devonian. 


CREWE  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

President  :  The  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Crewe.  Vice- 
Presidents:  J.  Tomkinson,  Esq.,  Willington  Hall,  Tar- 
porley ;  C.  H.  Pedley,  Esq.  ;  W.  Eardley,  Esq. ;  W. 
Lamb,  Esq.  Chairman :  E.  Ewans.  Treasurer :  J.  P. 
Wright.    Secretary  :  H.  W.  Price,  7,  Vere-street,  Crewe. 

The  above  association  has  recently  been  formed  for  the 
protection  of  the  fishing  in  the  river  Weaver,  and  has 
secured  the  sole  right  to  angle  in  the  above  river  between 
the  town  of  Nantwich  and  Audlem,  at  an  annual  rental, 
which  in  my  opinion  ought  to  have  been  done  years  ago. 
The  president  has  kindly  given  the  association  permission 
to  angle  on  Crewe  Hall  estate,  which  is  hig'nly  prized  by 
all  members.  The  Hall  pool  is  well  stocked  with  fish  of 
all  classes,  and  has  been  very  little  fished  for  a  number  of 
years. 

The  association  held  a  meeting  last  Saturday  evening,  in 
the  Co-operative  Hall,  to  hear  the  committee's  report  of 
renting  the  above  river,  and  the  agreements  read. 
The  treasurer  submitted  his  balance-sheet  from  the  for- 
mation of  the  association,  whioh  gave  great  satisfaction, 
and  the  remaining  portion  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to 
hearing  the  opinion  of  the  members  as  to  the  best  means  of 
stocking  it  with  fish,  and  they  decided  to  put  in  two-jear- 
old  brown  trout  an!  grayling  in  the  upper  waters,  and 
roach  and  bream  in  the  Mill  pool. 

Angling  has  been  almost  at  a  standstill  in  the  rivers  this 
last  month  owing  to  the  heavy  rains.  An  odd  fish  or  two 
have  been  taken  in  the  association  water.  A  weeks' 
fine  weather  would  make  a  great  improvement.  A  few  of 
the  members  visited  the  Severn  last  Saturday  at  Welsh- 
pool, but  met  with  very  poor  sport.  Crewe  Hall  pool  has 
fished  very  well,  fish  taken  mostly  pike ;  also  some  nice 
pike  have  been  taken  from  the  canal  at  Bettesfield,  up 
to  7Jlb.  George  Capel. 


ESK  FISHERY  CONSERVATORS. 
At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservators,  held 
at  Mr.  W.  S  Gray's  offica,  Whitby,  Col.  J.  W.  Kichardson, 
J. P.,  presiding,  the  clerk  (Mr.  W.  Brown)  reported  that 
the  committee  had  met  and  oocsldered  the  question  of 
putting  more  trout  into  the  river.  Several  tenders  were 
received,  and  one  firm  offer  el  to  place  4000  trout  in  the 
river  at  £10  per  thousand  ;  another  firm  offered  to  supply 
the  fish  at  about  £13  per  thoueand,  and  the  committee 
decided  to  accept  the  former  tender.  The  fishery  associa- 
tion were  also  going  to  have  a  supply  of  2000  from  the 
same  firm,  and  all  the  fish  would  come  along  together. 
The  chairman  expressed  the  hope  that  it  would  prove 
satisfactory,  and  was  sure  they  were  trying  to  do  the 
bast  they  could  for  troun  fishers  as  well  as  salmon.  The 
clerk  said  that  there  had  been  eight  dead  fith  reported  as 
taken  by  the  water  bailiffs  in  1899,  which  must  be  con- 
sidered as  very  satisfactory — these  were  four  males  weighing 
141b.,  and  four  females  weighing  181b. ;  total  wfight,  321b., 
or  average  of  41b.  Four  of  these  fish  were  killed  by  the  mill 
wheel  at  Ruswarp,  and  four  had  apparently  died  after 
spawning.  None  of  them  were  diseased.  The  chairman 
said  the  next  thing  was  the  appointment  of  clerk,  and  he 
felt  sure  they  would  all  concur  again  in  asking  Mr.  Brown 
to  continue  in  office.  As  he  had  said  in  previous  years,  he 
did  not  think  they  could  get  a  better.  Mr.  Brown  took  a 
real  interest  in  the  work,  and  he  was  not  sure  that  the 
healthy  condition  of  the  river  and  the  plentiful  supply  of 
fish  were  not  owing  io  a  great  measure  to  Mr.  Brown's 
watchfulness  and  the  interest  he  displayed  in  the  matter. 
Only  a  short  time  ago  he  (the  chairman)  received  a  letter 
inviting  him  to  go  to  London  and,  with  others,  consider 
the  serious  diminution  of  salmon  that  was  experienced  all 
through  the  country.  All  he  could  say  was  that  in  the 
Esk  district  they  did  not  experience  any  diminution  at  all ; 
indeed,  they  had  more  fieh.  In  reply,  he  wrote  that,  as 
far  as  the  Esk  was  concerned,  there  was  no  diminution, 
but  an  increase  in  every  way.  (Hear,  hear).  Col.  J.  W. 
Richardson,  J. P.,  was  reappointed  chairman,  and  Mr. 
Robinson  vice-chairman.  J,  Jackson, 


AN  EARLY  FISH  TALE. 
The  earliest  fisherman's  story  extant  has  just  been 
discovered  by  Mr.  Frankfort  Moore,  who  very  approxi- 
mately made  his  announcement  to  this  effect  in  a  speech 
at  the  dinner  given  by  the  Authors'  Club  to  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell,  M.P.  The  story  is  embodied  in  a  drawing  found 
by  Dr.  Petrie  in  the  Medum  cemetery  in  Egypt,  and  dates 
back  to  4000  n  r.  It  represents  tw  o  able-bodied  slaves 
carrying,  suspended  on  a  pole  between  tlieir  shoulders,  a 
monstrous  fish  which  trails  on  the  ground.  Dr.  Petrie 
accepts  this  as  evidence  of  the  size  of  the  fish  caught  in  the 
neighbouring  lake,  but  Mr.  Frankfort  Moore  told  his 
brother  authors  that  he  knows  that  fish,  aud  that  it 
probably  scaled  ^Ib. — Field. 


To  SroaTSMEN.  —  Burberry's,  80,  Haymarket,  London,  and 
BaRingstoko,  are  now  offering  at  Half  Pkiob  thoir  'OD  Model  and 
Stock  Sporting  Garments,  viz. :  Gabari)INk  Uni.inhd  Farmer.s' 
Overcoats,  21b.  ;  White  Uiding  Breeches,  'Jls.  Qabaudink 
GoMHiNATioN  Shooting  Coats,  'iGa.  3d.  and  ais.  Gd. ;  Knlcker 
lireochos,  'ils.;  Burberry  Capes,  3l8.  fid. ;  Long  Overcoats,  31s.  6d. 
IIAIN  I'lioornu  TWKKi)  Shooting  Coats,  'itie.  3(1.  and  31s.  Cd. ; 
WaiBteoatB,  "s.  6d.  ;  Weather-All  Coats,  3l8.  Cd.  Sent  on  approval 
on  receipt  of  cheque  covering.  AUVT. 

Tub  Micssahe  of  Pkaof  i%  always  appreciated  and  respected 
by  all  true  men,  for  many  of  us  hope  the  time  Ib  not  far  distant 
when  it  may  ho  univorHally  adopted  by  all  nations.  When  this 
comcB  to  paBB,  happincsB  and  pioipcrity  will  b»  the  rule  and  not 
the  exception.  In  the  moantinio,  IlolIoway'B  Pills  and  Ointment 
have  largely  helped  to  make  foreign  nations  understand  that 
Engllflliinon  dolifcht  in  alli'vlaling  pain  and  suffering.  These 
wonderful  romodiea  have  boon  bleBaod  in  many  landB  for  the 
relief  they  have  afforded  and  the  curon  effected.  They  are 
Hpecially  adapted  for  all  complaints  affecting  the  liver,  stoniach, 
and  kidneys,  and  at  this  season  no  family  should  bo  without  a 
supply. 
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EEPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  And  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  b*Iow. 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  f55  vain,  for  Kew. 

,,jj40  ,,    ,,   Putney.  a^aj'^   „     i>  Hichmond. 

'^"^        ,,    „  Hammersmith,  ■^""iso   „     „  Twickenham. 

(oO   „    „  Barnes.  (^85   „     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.  B  — A  strong  wind  np-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
lud  one  down- stream  retards  it. 

TufE  OF  High  Watke  at  London  Beidsk. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     Feb.  3                          4.  o    4.28 

Sunday,          ,,  4                            4.50    j.ll 

Monday.         ,,  S                            5.31    5.53 

Tuesday,        ,,  6                            6.15    fi.37 

Wednesday,     „  7                            7.  1    7.23 

Thursday,       „  S                            7.59    8.33 

Friday,           „  9                            9.13    9.59 

HiSH  Water  at  Ambkblbt  asd  Pulbokocoh. 

Momlng.  Evening. 

Saturday,      Feb.      3    4.45    5.  8 

Sunday,  „        4    5.30    5.51 

Monday,         „        5    6.11    6.33 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Eonghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Th  ames  (Datchet).— *At  last  the  river  is  getting  into 
BOmething  like  order,  fiah  feeding  a  bit  better.  Had  a  few 
jack,  the  largest  101b.  I  was  out  with  a  gentleman  this 
afternoon;  had  a  miscellaneous  l^t  of  roach,  perch,  and 
chub. — G.  LvMSDEX. 

(Eton). — The  water  is  cow  clearing,  and  should 
the  weather  continue  fine  during  the  next  few  days  anglers 
should  meet  with  good  sport.  On  Ja.n.  18  I  turned  into 
the  river  2000  roach  and  thirty  jick  ;  on  Jan.  26,  700  roach 
and  twenty-four  jick,  for  the  Windsor  and  Eton  Angling 
Preservation  Association.  This  makes  a  total  of  thirty 
dozen  jick  and  5200  roach  I  have  supplied  and  turned  in 
ior  this  association  since  Dec.  12  last.— Cecil  Howlett. 

—  (Henley). — The  water  here  is  in  good  condition 
for  all-round  angling,  with  a  good  stream  running,  but 
sport  is  not  good.  I  have  no  doubt  the  cold  north- 
easterly winds  have  been  the  cause  of  putting  the  fish 
off.  Some  fair  bags  have  been  made  here  and  there  by 
those  who  have  faced  the  weather.  On  the  27th  ult., 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  fishing  above  Shiplake  Lock  with  W. 
Yanghan,  booked  a  pike— a  big  'un — which,  after  ten 
minutes'  lively  sport,'he  succeeded  in  landing — a  well-made 
specimen,  weighing  131b.,  so  far  the  best  fish  of  the  season 
in  this  district.  The  above  was  taken  whilst  live-baiting. 
On  the  28ch  ult.,  Mr.  G.  Clements  and  friend,  fishing 
with  G.  Arlett,  took  three  dozen  retainable  perch  and 
two  jdck  ;  Mr  F.  Crisp  and  friend,  out  with  Bob  Young, 
a  gO' d  bag  of  perch  and  one  jick.  Messrs.  A.  E.  Hobbs 
and  F.  H.  Amphlett  were  out  on  thij  date,  and  took  some 
jack  and  perch,  all  of  which  were  returned  to  the  river. 
This  was  not  a  good  day  for  the  bankers.  I  saw  several  of 
them  during  the  day,  and  "  Got  a  few  "  was  the  be3t  I 
could  hear  of.  Other  anglers  have  been  taking  some 
perch  and  jack  up  to  (jjlb.,  but  the  roach  bite  very 
shy. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Marlow). — Few  patrons  of  the  local  fishermen 

have  put  in  an  appearance.  Why  this  thnsness  ?  The 
jack  up  till  yesterday  were  feeding  d  la  mode,  as  the 
following  record  shows :  On  Jan.  25,  Beit  Cox,  with  a 
patron,  landed  six  in  about  one  and  a  half  hours  ;  and  on 
the  same  day  the  x>^tron8  of  W.  and  G.  Coster  had 
excelleiit  eport.  On  the  28th  a  jack  of  15Jlb.  was  taken 
at  Temple  Lock,  its  subsequent  disposal  being  wrapt  in 
mystery,  but  the  catch  is  authentic  enough ;  and  on  the 
same  day,  Mr.  Marsh,  out  with  W.  Coster,  landed  fourteen 
jack,  the  largest  81b. ,  and  several  perch  ;  whilst  your  humble 
servant,  with  Bert  Cox,  had  ten  runs  and  landed  ten  fish, 
the  largest  71b.  In  both  cases  the  smaller  fish,  though  of 
good  S'ze,  were  returned.  The  Old  Caxtonians  fished  a 
competition  on  Tuesday,  but  sport  was  marred  by  a 
nor'-easter  blowing  very  nastily.  I  believe  Mr.  Gate  (with 
W.  Coster)  was  the  winner,  with,  however,  a  somewhat 
insignificant  catch.  Their  limit  for  jdck  was  24in. — an 
excellent  example.  Trout  are  beginning  to  show,  and  a 
beauty  is  disporting  himself  in  the  Weir  Pool,  and  the 
gcccessful  angkr  who  makes  a  more  intimate  acquaintance 
with  his  royal  highness  may  find  himself  in  possession  of 
a  fish  of  certainly  not  less  than  101b.  The  water  is 
clearing  well,  and  with  a  change  or  drop  in  the  wind 
excellent  sport  should  now  be  had. — J.  H.  D. 

Airan  (Pnlborongh).— Although  the  river  is  very 
full  and  thick,  owing  to  the  recent  floods,  given  fine 
weather  the  remainder  of  the  week  sport  should  be 
obtaioed  on  the  4tb,  while  the  flood  has  now  disappeared. 

— W.  G.  HOLLMA.N. 

Bottisham  I>ocks  (Waterlieaoh).— Timeof  writing 
the  river  has  now  fined  down ;  very  clean,  good  colour, 
in  condition  for  all-round  angling ;  weather  open  and  cold, 
but  when  the  sun  is  out  the  pike  give  sport ;  they  are  now 
getting  round  the  locks  and  the  lodes.  Numerous  live 
baits  at  the  lock-keepers.  Several  are  now  being  bad. 
Roach  up  to  lib.  each  with  yellow  paste  and  the  gentle, 
three  and  four  dc^en  a  rod.  Mid-day:  settle!  weather; 
proeptiCts  good.  Boich  are  here  in  shoals  present  time. 
Ten  minutes'  walk  from  O.E.R.  station. — J,  O.  Geoege, 
Beeche-road,  Cambridge. 

Devonshire  Streams.— All  the  rivers  are  still  in 
flood,  and  there  have  been  few  opportunities  of  ascertain 
ing  as  to  the  spawning.   It  is  reported  that  the  Plym  is 


better  stocked  with  fish  than  the  Tavy  and  Walkham,  the 
other  streams  in  that  district  being  about  the  average.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  last  summer  practically  all  the 
Falmon,  peal,  and  trout  on  a  long  stretch  of  the  Tavy  were 
destroyed  by  poisoning  from  the  mines,  but  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Board  of  Trade  inspector  it  is  thought 
that  a  like  disaster  will  not  again  occur.  The  conservators 
of  these  ri»ers  last  year  issued  237  rod  licences  (the  average 
for  the  last  five  years  being  240),  and  commencing  the 
season  with  £186  in  hand  they  finished  with  a  credit 
balance  of  £10  less,  the  receipts  for  the  year  totalling  £113. 
Although  rod  fishermen  had  a  bad  time,  the  nets  had  a 
fairly  average  season. — Devonian. 

lize  and  Canal  (XSzeter).— Weather,  wonderful  to 
relate,  has  been  dry  for  past  three  days,  accompanied  by  a 
cutting  east  wind.  The  few  pikeists  who  have  faced  it 
have  not  been  very  well  repaid,  fish  generally  proving 
sluggish.  The  only  good  pike  which  has  come  under  my 
notice  was  a  very  handsome  female  of  131b.,  the  fortunate 
angler  being  Mr.  W.  Shapley,  of  this  city,  the  venue  being 
Higher  Exe.  Trout  anglers  are  indebtad  to  Mr.  Shapley 
for  ridding  this  water  of  a  wholesale  destroyer. — Red 
Palmee. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.).— 

Angling  prospects  in  South  Lincolnshire  are  becoming 
fairly  good  for  the  season.  The  choicest  locality  for  the 
bottom  fishers  appears  to  be  the  Glen  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Surfleet.  Baskets  of  reach  are  said  to  have  run  up  to 
301b.  or  so,  and  many  of  these  have  been  choice  fish.  A 
few  perch  have  been  roted  as  coming  to  hand.  One  or 
two  have  been  taken  scaling  over  2ib.  each.  Pike  fishing 
has  not  been  brisk,  and  has  chiefly  been  confined  to  the 
WeUand  and  Forty-foot. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.)  .—Angling  is  very  quiet 
in  the  Idle  district,  and  not  only  in  that  district  proper, 
but  in  the  Fenlands  about  Thorce,  as  well  as  thelow-lyiog 
backwaters  of  the  Trent,  about  Laneham,  Dunham,  and 
Torksey.  The  uncertainty  of  the  weather  has  had  a  good 
deal  to  do  with  it,  and  really  there  has  been  no  reasonable 
prospect  of  bringing  home  takes  to  make  up  for  bad 
weather.    Anglers  are  simply  waiting  in  hope. — L. 

Lake  Vy  mwy  (North  Wales).— Although  last  year 
the  fishing  in  most  waters  was  considerably  below  the 
average,  in  this  lake  and  in  the  rivers  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, although  not  so  good  as  in  1897,  it  has  been  consider- 
ably above  the  average  of  the  last  six  years.  The  best 
basket  of  the  year  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Gregoire,  who 
killed  with  fly,  in  one  day,  forty-three  fish,  weighing 
271b.  6oz.  This  is  the  record  of  the  lake  since  it  was  first 
stocked.  The  previous  record  was  held  by  Mr.  R,  L. 
Garnett,  who  killed  forty-two  fish,  weighing  291b.  The 
best  basket  on  the  rivers  was  made  by  Rev.  Chesshire,  who 
killed  in  one  day,  with  fly,  thirty-seven  fish.  The  spawn- 
ing season  this  winter  has  been  two  or  three  weeks  earlier 
than  usual,  so  that  the  fish  ought  to  be  in  a  forward  state 
in  March.  The  management  inform  me  that  the  fishing 
season  will  begin  on  March  1. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Ttibntaries.— Both  the  Lea  and  its  tribu- 
taries have  been  runniLg  very  discoloured  again  this  week, 
but  no  more  rain  or  snow  falling  they  ought  to  be  found 
in  anglirg  condition  by  the  week-end.  The  weather  has 
also  been  very  cold  and  boisterous,  and  some  snow 
has  fallen.  Perch,  roachj  dace,  jack,  and  chub,  hive  all 
been  taken,  a  nice  specimen  cf  the  latter  fish  scaling 
31b.  6oz.  being  landed  by  Mr.  Dunford  at  Dobb's  Weir, 
Hoddesdon,  Mr.  Yeo  has  also  taken  a  41b.  jack  here,  and 
other  jack  have  been  landed.  I  hear  of  an  angler  at 
Sewardstone  (L.A.A.  water)  recently  securing  ten  and  a 
half  brace  of  sizeable  perch,  and  perch  up  to  lib.  have 
been  caught  at  Rye  House,  Near  the  Pied  Bull  stream, 
St.  Margaret's,  jiok  of  51b.  and  41b.  have  been  landed, 
and  this  district  has  also  furnished  good-class  roach  and 
dace.  News  as  to  catches  is  scarce  from  the  Ware  and 
Hertford  districts.  Few  anglers  have  visited  the  Stort 
lately.  The  roach  have  been  quite  off  the  feed. — Izaak 
Walton. 

ItVigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  gone  down  and  have  cleared  nicely,  and 
they  are  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
very  changeable.  Rain  and  sleet  has  bee  n  had,  but  it  did 
not  alter  the  water,  and  the  wind  keeps  very  cold  and  raw, 
and  angling  has  been  at  a  standstill  and  will  be  until  we 
get  some  good  frosts  and  sunshine  days,  when  sport  would 
revive  at  onc3  and  good  grayling  would  be  landed. 
Grasshopper  fishing  should  be  good.  The  Pinsley  is  now 
in  order. — Gwynne. 

_  Nene  (Peterborough). — The  river,  owing  to  exces- 
sive rain,  is  still  in  flood,  the  height  of  water  shown  on  the 
gauge  at  the  bridge  being  12ft.,  exictly  as  last  week. — 
E.  A.  8. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry).— Ths  river  (Thursday)  has 
nicely  subsided,  and  offers  every  thtince  of  anglers  getting 
some  of  the  large  fish,  which  are  always  to  be  had  after  a 
flood,  and  it  is  a  first-rate  colour,  better  than  it  has  been 
all  this  season,  and  the  rubbish  is  all  washed  away  a  treat. 

— A.  SCAED. 

Onse  (iSt.  Neots). — The  water  is  now  in  capital  con- 
dition for  jack  fishing,  colour,  stream,  and  height  being  all 
that  coulcl  be  wished  for.  The  weather,  however,  has 
been  beastly,  and  anglers  have  preferred  to  stay  at  home, 
consequently  very  few  fish  have  been  taken,  and  those 
have  been  small  ones.  Things  are  looking  better  to-day 
(Wednesday),  and  with  a  continuance  of  suitable  weather 
I  think  good  sport  may  now  he  confidently  expected  in 
this  reach  of  the  Ouse. — Wm.  Nash. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  C&in  (Llanymy 
uech). — "  The  ram  it  raineth  every  day,"  and  it  not  in 
the  daytime  it  invariably  does  so  during  the  night,  and  in 
addition  to  the  rain  we  have  also  occasional  falls  of  snow, 
with  sleet  and  hailstorms,  so  that  there  is  an  endless 
variety  in  the  character  of  the  weather,  but  all  against 
angling,  which  is  still  carried  on  under  difficulties.  The 


Welsh  mountains  are  again  covered  with  a  thick  coating  of 
snow,  but  none  of  this  has  up  to  the  present  found  its 
way  into  the  rivers,  as  the  temperature  as  a  rule  does  not 
rise  much  above  the  freezing  point.  The  Severn  still  con- 
tinues much  above  its  average  height,  and  what  little 
sport  is  had  in  it  is  principally  cr  nfined  to  pike  fishing, 
although  a  few  chub  and  other  coarse  fish  are  sometimes 
taken.  Ths  Vyrnwy,  although  rather  high,  U  in  much 
better  condition,  and  several  nice  grayling  have  been  taken 
from  it  during  the  past  week,  as  well  as  a  few  pike,  perch, 
roach,  and  chub.  The  Severn  Fishery  Board  are  now 
alive  to  the  fact — known  to  practical  anglers  long  since — 
that  Lake  Vyrnwy  has  much  to  do  with  the  scarcity  of  fis'a 
in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy.  It  is  only  too  true  that  when 
the  compensation  water  is  let  off  from  Lake  Vyrnwy  the 
fish  are  altogether  off  their  feed,  and  what  few  are  then 
taken  appear  to  be  most  listless,  and  more  dead  than  alive, 
whilst  the  water  is  invariably  of  a  deep  peaty  colour.  The 
Tanat  is  above  its  average  height,  but  in  good  condition  at 
present,  and  fair  sport  is  had  in  the  lower  parts  of  it  with 
grayling  and  dace. — Vtenwt. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— With 
improved  weather  rivers  are  nicely  fining  down  and  sporo 
improving.  The  Ouse  is  fishing  better,  and  has  yie  Ided 
roach  up  to  lib.  dox.,  taken  with  worm.  Light  ledgering 
with  a  well  scoured  brandling  at  this  season  of  the  year  is 
generally  successful  among  the  heavier  fish.  A  few  small 
pike  are  also  notified  from  the  Ouse,  but  the  heavier  fish 
are  not  feeding.  Visitors  to  the  Cuckmere  have  met  with 
but  poor  sport  up  to  the  present.  The  Adur  has  been  well 
nigh  deserted,  but  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Sussex 
Pisoatoiials,  on  the  30th  ult.,  placed  212  carp  in  the  water 
at  Henfield,  some  few  fish  weighing  6J!b.  Now  we  have 
pike,  cirp,  bream,  roach,  and  dace  in  this  water,  some  of 
the  dace  being  exceptionally  fine.  A  few  anglers  have 
tried  the  Rotber,  with  but  indifferent  success.  A  few 
roach  up  to  14dz.  and  pike  up  to  4|ib.  is  all  I  hear  of. 
Visitors  to  Chichester  Canal  tind  the  fishing  sadly  dete- 
riorated within  a  few  years  ;  nor  can  it  bs  wondered  at, 
considering  the  wholesale  slaughter  of  pike  that  has  been 
going  on  for  some  years  with  live  gorge.  Fish  of  lib. 
weight  make  a  nice  fry,  say  the  pot  hunters.  All,  all  that 
can  be  gathered,  go  into  the  basket.  A  few  small  pike 
(largest,  4Jlb.),  bream  of  IJlb.,  and  small  roach  are  all  I 
hear  of. — George  F,  Sat,ter. 

Tems  (Ludiow).- The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
gone  down,  and  has  cleared  nicely,  and  is  now  running  in 
capital  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The 
weather  is  very  unsettled,  and  rain  is  had  at  intervals,  and 
sleet  and  snow  have  threatened,  and  we  may  get  a  good 
fall  any  day.  The  water  is  in  better  condition  than  it  his 
been  for  a  month,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  greatly 
improved,  and  with  a  little  frost  and  fine  days  some  good 
lots  of  fish  should  be  landed.  Very  few  anglers  have  ventured 
out  of  lat?,  but  sport  should  be  obtainable  with  worm, 
maggot,  paste,  and  grasshopper.  Pike  are  now  on  the 
feed,  and  the  water  could  not  be  in  better  order  than  at 
present,  and  with  gorge  and  live  minnow  some  nice  fish 
should  be  landed.  Dace  and  roach  are  on  the  feed. 
Grayling  fishing  is  at  a  standstill,  and  frost  is  wanted  to 
sharpen  them  up.  The  Ouy,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  running  clear  and  in  order,  but  better  weather  is 
wanted  before  any  sport  will  be  had. — S.  LcDLOW. 

Teme  (Tenbury).  —  The  Teme  in  this  pirt  is 
running  clear  and  has  lowered,  and  i3_  now  in  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  with  a  f  aw  showers 
of  rain,  but  very  raw  cold,  and  has  been  aga'nst  anglers 
going  out,  and  very  little  fishing  has  been  done  in  this 
district.  Some  good  sharp  frosts  with  fine  days  would 
greatly  improve  the  prospects  of  sport,  and  anglers  would 
go  out,  but  they  will  not  venture  as  it  is  at  present,  and 
little  will  be  done  until  there  is  a  change.— Woecester. 

Witham,  fto.  (B£id-Lincolnshire).— The  Witham 
district  is  fairly  well  patronised,  considering  the  diflicnlties 
experienced  by  those  who  go  out  from  the  uncertain 
weather.  The  side  waters,  such  as  the  S'niil  Dyke,  the 
Barlings  river,  and  the  Sleaford  Canal,  afford  better  sport 
than  the  river  itself.  Still,  between  Bardney  and  Stix- 
wold,  and  about  Five  Mile  House,  bottom  fishers  have 
done  fairly  well  among  the  roach.  B  elo w  these  parts  there 
has  not  baen  much  done  on  the  river  in  the  way  of 
angling.  Pike  have  been  sought  for,  of  course,  about 
Tattershall  and  Dogdyke,  but  only  very  moderate  results 
have  attended  the  use  of  live  or  dead  bait ;  at  least,  so  one 
would  judge  from  the  paucity  of  the  reports.  Very  little 
attention  has  been  devoted  to  the  drains  about  Boston, 
and  little  or  nothing  is  done  on  the  river  about  the  Grand 
Sluice  and  other  reaches  about  thit  town. — Luci. 

Yora,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Oaae,  &o.  (York- 
shire).— The  weather  lately  baa  been  of  such  a  wretched 
chara  ter  that  angling  this  week  has  been  almost  at  a 
complete  standstill  all  through  Yorkshire.  There  is  a  lot 
of  dry  snow  on  the  bills,  and  the  rivers  have  run  down  into 
fair  trim,  but  a  beastly  north-eist  wind  and  a  mixture 
daily  ofi  snow,  rain,  and  sleet  in  the  valleys  has  kept 
anglers  at  home.  Very  few  roach  fishermen  have  been 
out,  and  the  Ouse  is  too  high  yet  to  exptot  sport.  One  or 
two  grayling  fishermen  have  defied  the  adverse  elements, 
and  nsied  catching  influenza  up  Wensleydale,  but  have 
only  met  with  poor  sport  amongst  the  grajling  in  the 
Yore.  Tha  waters  of  the  Hawes  Angling  Association  are 
now  closed  for  grayling  fishing  for  the  season,  but  other 
parts  of  the  river  are  open  until  the  legal  close  time  for 
coarse  fish.  A  few  pike  have  been  caught  in  the  deeps, 
and  as  soon  as  the  weithar  gets  at  all  favourable  we  may 
expect  sport  in  this  direction.  The  Tanfield  Angl  ng  Club, 
which  preietves  about  seven  miles  of  the  Yore  on  one  side 
and  four  miles  on  the  other,  and  which  consists  of  thirty 
hon,  members,  last  week  purchased  from  Capt.  Ormrod, 
of  the  Wjrasdale  Fishery,  Scorton,  Lancashire,  1000  two- 
year-old  /«rio  trout.  They  arrived  in  splendid  condition, 
and  averaged  Oin.  each.    They  were  put  in  the  streams 


1 


78 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[Febiiiiart  3,  1900 


preserved  by  the  clnb  from  Haokfall  down  to  East 
Tanfield,  and  muat  in  due  time  considerably  improve  the 
fishing.  In  addition  to  purchasing  yearling  and  two- 
year-old  tront,  the  club  have  a  hatchery  of  their  own,  and 
annually  turn  into  the  river^a  large  number  of  young  trout 
from  the  rearing  pond.  Next  to  nothing  has  been 
attempted  up  the  Swale,  but  my  correspondent  says: 
"When  the  waters  do  clear  there  will  be  some  most 
enjoyable  sport  for  pike  fishers  in  Bedale  Beck,  for  the 
pike  durinc;  the  recent  floods  appear  to  have  come  over  the 
weir  at  Grimsscar  in  shoals,  and  the  capital  stretch  of 
water  betwesn  Lreming  Lock  and  Grimeacar  Mills  con- 
tains some  very  big  fish,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the 
sake  of  the  tront,  will  be  cleared  out  as  soon  as  possible." 
I  hear  Mr.  Gurnee  and  a  few  other  enthusiastic  anglers 
have  been  out  up  the  Wharfe  at  Wetherby  and  Tadcaster, 
and  have  canght  from  half  a  dozen  to  a  dozen  roach  and 
dace  each,  baiting  with  the  cockspur  woim ;  but  no  gray- 
ling fishermen  have  been  out  higher  up  the  river,  and  only 
very  moderate  returns  come  to  hand  from  the  other  waters. 
The  newly  elected  ofiic^rB  and  delegates  of  the  Leeds 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers  had  their  first  meeting  of 
the  year  on  Thursday  last  at  the  White  Swan  Hotel,  Call- 
lane,  Leeds.  Considering  the  bad  weather  there  was  a 
very  good  attendance.  The  usual  business  was  satisfac- 
torily got  through,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was 
spent.  The  society  is  a  growing  one,  the  members  of 
the  different  clubs  enthusiastic  anglers,  and  much  will 
be  heard  of  their  doings  before  the  close  of  the 
fishing  season.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  delegates 
will  not  be  backward  in  coming  to  the  fore  at  the  monthly 
meetings  of  the  society.  It  goes  without  saying  that  the 
lakes  at  Roundhay  Park,  which  is  so  quickly  reached  by 
means  of  a  capital  service  of  electric  trams,  are  a  great 
boom  to  the  artisan  and  working  men  anglers  of  Leeds, 
who  have  to  spend  the  greater  part  cf  their  lives  amidst 
the  whirr  of  machinery  or  in  the  stifling  atmosphere  of 
the  workshop,  and  who  cannot  afford  time  or  money  to  go 
far  afield  iu  pursuit  of  their  favourite  pastime.  I  am 
pleased  to  note  from  the  Anglers'  Record  the  ofiicial 
meeting  of  the  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society 
of  Anglers,  that  the  Roundhay  Park  Committee,  in  con- 
nection with  that  body,  are  looking  well  after  the  anglers' 
intsrests  in  several  ways,  and  the  hundreds  who  fish  the 
lakes  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  another  consignment  of 
large  chub  and  roach  have  been  safely  transferred  from 
the  Ouse  to  the  Waterloo  Lake,  and  that  the  A.S.  will 
make  an  application  to  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  for 
500  or  more  yearling  trout  for  the  same  water.  Con- 
sidering the  largj  number  of  tront  licences  annually  taken 
out  by  the  Leeds  anglers,  the  committee  are  justified  in 
expecting  the  fishery  board  to  make  some  little  return  for 
the  substantial  support  given  them  by  the  members  of  the 
amalgamation,  the  great  majority  of  whom  never  go  trout 
fishing,  and  hundreds  of  whom  never  fish  in  water  that 
contains  a  single  trout,  let  alone  catch  one  !  The  wind 
sticks  to  the  north-east,  and  it  is  snowing  thick  and  fast 
as  I  close  this  letter.  "  Ugh  !  "  and  the  accompanying 
shudder !— John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Keumore  (Locli  Tay).— On  the  hotel  water,  Jan.  29, 
Major-General  Hay  killed  salmon,  171b. ;  Mr.  Carson 
killed  salmon,  201b. — Wm.  Knight. 

North-Easc  of  Scotland.— The  Dee,  Don,  Deveron, 
8pey,  and  bulk  of  Scotch  angling  waters  open  for  the 
season  on  Monday  week.  Tbe  nettirg  season  also 
commencas  at  tbe  same  time.  The  prospects  are  fairly 
bright,  as  the  winter  has  been  an  open  one,  and  the  early 
floods  both  prolific  and  temperate.  A  good  head  of  fish  is 
certain  to  be  found  well  into  the  mid- reaches  of  the  Dee. 
Most  of  the  waters  are  well  let.  Sir  John  Gladstone  has 
again  secured  the  Upper  Blackball  and  Commonty  sections 
for  the  early  months,  after  which  they  pass  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Smith,  Feugheide  Inn.  Capt.  Chaa.  Mitchell, 
Glassel,  a  well-known  Dee  angler,  died  last  week  at  the 
early  age  of  fifty.  The  Aberdeen  Salmon  Company  have 
let  their  Dee  tidal  stations  at  the  annual  rent  of  £600.  It 
is  regretted  that  the  Dee  Improvement  Association  did 
not  secure  them,  but  the  rental  was  too  high.  A  good 
show  of  finncck  is  already  in  the  Ythan  and  Ugie  tidals. 
These  streams  do  not  open  till  the  25th  inst.  Mrs.  and 
Mifs  Pickering  are  already  on  Deeside  for  the  opening 
weeks. — G.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— I 
have  not  been  able  to  send  you  any  news  for  fully  a  month 
past,  an  "  influenza  touch  "  having  knocked  me  up  some- 
what. However,  I  understand  that  little  or  nothing  had 
been  done  during  the  time  1  was  down,  as  the  rivers,  both 
the  main  cues — Tweed  and  Teviot — as  well  as  all  the 
tributaries,  had  been  running  more  or  less  in  flood  all  the 
time.  My  informant  says,  however,  that  about  three 
weeks  ego  a  good  few  spawning  salmon  were  seen  to  be  at 
work  on  the  redds  above  Kelso  Bridge,  and  also  at  various 
parts  on  the  Teviot,  a  few  being  observed  below 
Teviot  Bridge,  cloee  to  where  some  of  the  new 
improvements  for  the  pissage  of  salmon  up  the  river 
have  recently  been  erected.  Takes  of  trout  have 
not  by  any  means  large  by  the  all-the-year-round 
disciples  of  Old  izaak,  ranging  from  21b.  up  to  SJlb.  More 
pity  it  is  that  these  pot-hunters  should  be  allowed  to  carry 
on  their  killing  of  the  trout  in  the  Border  streams  all  the 
year  through.  C)ur  open  season  for  rod  salmon  fishing 
begins  to-morrow  (Thursday),  and  the  netting  season  on 
the  Mth.  Not  many  rods  go  out  early  as  a  rule.  At  tbe 
same  time  the  weather  during  the  p^st  week,  and  is  still, 
very  wintry,  snow,  sleet,  and  rain  uliernating  nearly  every 
hour  during  the  day.  However,  should  the  weather 
improve  shortly,  a  few  of  the  more  ardent  and  ei  t'luniatt'o 
lovers  of  the  rod  and  line  are  sure  to  hi  on  the  warpath. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  we  have  had  a  strange  diversity  of 
weather,  and  as  1  write  snow  is  falling. — Max»  iikkl. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 
Antrim  Rivers.— The  Bush,  the  Glens  of  Antrim 
rivers.  Lagan,  and  other  rivers  of  the  Ballycastle  district, 
are  now  open,  and  mostly  heavy  in  flood.  There  will  be 
little  or  no  fishing  till  the  snow  water  leaves  the  rivers, 
and  there  is  plenty  of  snow  yet  on  the  mountains  to  melt. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Bandon  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  and  trout  fishing  opens 
on  this  river  on  Feb.  15.  Your  correspondent,  "  J.  A.  B.," 
is  in  error  in  stating  that  it  opened  on  Feb.  1.  Reports 
are  most  promising,  and  with  ordinary  fishing  weather 
good  sport  may  with  confidence  be  looked  forward  to. — W. 
Hatnes  and  Son. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— This  river  and  its  tribu- 
taries opened  for  salmon  and  trout  fishing  on  Feb.  1. 
Reports  are  favourable  as  to  the  number  of  fish  gone  up, 
and  the  river  is  in  excellent  fishing  order. — W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Bandrowes  (co.  Donegral). — This  river  is  now  begin- 
ning to  get  clear,  and  should  no  more  rain  fall  for  the  next 
few  days  it  will  be  in  good  fishing  order  soon.  A  keen 
frost  set  in  on  Jan.  28,  and  has  continued  till  the  present, 
but  the  weather  looks  changeable  at  time  of  writing.  The 
rod  and  net  fishing  opened  on  the  Bnndrowes  on  Feb.  1. 
— M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers. — The  prospects  for  the  opening  day 
(Feb.  1)  were  good  for  all  waters.  This  is  especially  true 
of  the  Currane  (Waterville),  Laune,  and  Caragh. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Eillarney. — Angling  opened  here  on  Feb.  1,  and  the 
prospects  have  not  been  as  good  for  the  past  six  years. 
Salmon  are  already  numerous  in  the  lakes,  and  new  fish 
are  arriving  in  good  numbers  at  time  of  writing.  Weather 
now  fine  and  frosty. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  and  trout  fishing  opened  on 
this  river  on  Feb.  1.  Reports  from  all  parts  of  the  river  are 
most  favourable,  most  of  the  streams  being  well  stocked 
with  fish.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Longh  Cnrraue,  &c.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Angling  opened  on  all  waters  here  on  Feb.  1.  The 
prospects  are  very  good  for  Lough  Currane  and  Waterville 
River  at  time  of  writiag,  as  the  waters  are  in  rice  order, 
and  spring  salmon  are  coming  up  in  good  numbers.  On 
the  upper  lakes  and  river  Inney  brown  trout  only  are  had 
until  June,  when  sea  trout  and  salmon  arrive  in  those 
waters.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Neagh. — Pollen  fishing  has  opened  on  Lough 
Neagh,  but  is  too  early  yet  to  forecast  the  season.  The 
tributaries  open  for  fronting  on  the  1st  proximo. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Mid-Ulster  Rivers.— The  Ballinderry,  Blackwater, 
and  the  Upper  Bann  are  heavy  in  flood,  particularly  the 
latter,  which  overflowed  its  banks  last  week,  and  flooded 
the  country.  The  season  opens  for  fronting  on  all  three 
the  Ist  proximo.  The  prospects  are  very  good,  and  by 
that  time  the  enow  water  will  be  gone  out  of  the  rivers. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville).— Angling  com- 
menced on  Feb.  1,  and  the  prospects  are  good.  Those 
lakes  afford  brown  trout  fishing  only.  August,  September, 
and  that  part  of  October  open  for  angling  are  the  best 
times  for  fishing  on  all  those  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

Monrne  (NTewtonstewart,  oo.  Tyrone).  —  The 
Mourne  is  bank  fall,  and  spent  salmon  are  rapidly 
dropping  down  to  the  sea.  The  past  spawning  season  was 
a  good  one,  judging  from  the  number  of  salmon  that 
crossed  the  weirs  or  were  seen  on  the  redds.  The 
spawning  operations  are  over  in  the  hatchery  of  the  Foyle 
and  Bann  Fishery  Company. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Longn  Conn  (Ballina).— AngL'ng  for 
salmon  and  trout  opened  here  on  Feb.  1.  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  good  season,  as 
the  past  spawning  season  was  most  favourable.  The  river 
at  present  is  pretty  high,  but  should  the  weather  continue 
as  tine  as  it  is  at  present  it  will  be  in  order  in  a  few  days. 
— Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  season  opens  here 
on  Feb.  1,  and  prospects  for  the  beginning  are  good.  We 
have  had  very  high  water  during  the  winter,  but  it  ii 
falling  gradually,  and  will  be  about  right  for  the  opening 
day.  An  unusually  large  number  of  spring  salmon  have 
been  seen  moving,  and  we  hope  soon  to  be  recording  the 
capture  of  some  of  those  "  heavy  weights  "  for  which  the 
fisheries  here  are  noted. — John  Bnbight  and  Son. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelliffs. — Good  takes  of  pollack,  guinird,  and 
whiting  are  now  being  had  here,  principally  off  Horse 
Island  on  the  ocean  side. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballyoottou. — Though  the  weather  is  now  favourable 
no  sea  anglers  have  been  out.  _  Pish  reported  numerous 
close  inshore  near  this  station — especially  whiting. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore. — Sea  angling  continues  suspended  here 
though  the  weather  has  been  very  favourable  for  the  past 
week.  Sea  smooth,  and  weather  calm  and  frosty  at  time 
of  writing.— T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co:  Kerry).  —  Hand-liners  are  now 
getting  good  sport  at  whiting  and  gurnard.  Weather  very 
fine,  with  nightly  frosts. — T.  J.  D. 

Dingle.— Gurnard  and  whiting  are  giving  good  sport 
at  present,  at  and  around  this  station.  On  Saturday,  four 
local  anglers  had,  in  five  hours,  2.'i0  gurnard  and  17l> 
whiting.  Sea  very  calm,  and  weather  very  fine  and 
frosty.— T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — Weather  is  still  very  fine,  hut  it  has  been 
a  little  colder  during  the  last  two  days,  but  not  enough  to 
prevent  fishing  from  the  piers  and  dockci.  During  the  last 
week  or  so  a  new  kind  of  sport  has  been  started,  viz., 
fishing  for  herrings.  They  are  being  taken  at  Miilbay, 
close  to  the  docks,  with  rods  and  paternosters.  This  is 
rather  unusual.    I  have  very  often  caught  them  fly  fishing 


in  the  Sound,  but  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  heard  of 
them  being  taken  close  to  the  dockj  here.  I  had  a  visit 
this  week  from  two  men  from  the  Eddjstone  Lighthouse, 
who  have  just  been  relieved  by  the  two  thaj;  paid  me  a 
visit  last  week.  They  have  been  catching  some  very  large 
pollack.  One  of  them  caught  one  in  the  middle  of 
December  which  weighed  about  121b.,  and  lost  one  a  good 
deal  heavier.  This  is  rather  late  in  the  season  for  these 
large  pollack. — William  Heardek  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).— Weather  has  been  very 
rough  for  rod  fishing.  Some  dabs  and  eels  have  been 
taken.— W.  B.  Laker. 

Valentia. — Sport  continues  very  good  at  and  aronndil 
this  station  with  gurnard,  whiting,  and  {jollack.  On] 
Saturday  four  anglers  had  2/5  fish  j  on  Monday,  209 ;  and] 
on  Tuesday,  213,  the  best  sport  being  had  about  2  p.m.J 
each  day.— T.  J.  D. 


The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides] 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday,! 
Feb.  9. 


Scarborough 

Yarmouth  .. 
Lowestoft  ,. 
Aldeburgh  ,. 
Harwish  ..„. 


Southend,  Sheer-) 
ness,  and  Leighf 


Margate,  Broad 
stairs  &  Bams- 
gate. 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  . 
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STOP  PRESS. 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  Telegraph.— Friday,  Feb.  2. 

Deal. — E  N.E. ;  moderate. 
Dover. — E. ;  moderate. 
Ramsgate. — E. ;  rough. 
Margate. — E. ;  choppy. 


Eejrotts  from  €luU 

Wehegto  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Davstaji's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "Club 
Report"  outside  envelope. 

A.nirl*i^>'  Association.— The  renting  and  preserva- 
tion committee  will  meet  on  Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  5, 
at  8.30 ;  the  netting  fund  committee  at  9.30.  —  R. 
Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£2  153.  91.  from  the  West  Ham  Brothers,  and  .€1  Is.  Od. 
Harleeden  donation  boxes.  At  the  last  meeting  eight 
applications  were  entertained,  and  £42  granted.  Next 
committee  meeting  Friday,  Feb.  9,  at  8  30.— R.  Ghurnky. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
List.— A.  visit  will  take  place  on  Monday,  Feb.  5,  at  the 
Amicible  Waltonians  A.S.,  at  their  new  headquarters, 
the  George  and  Dragon  (late  Pierpoint),  St.  John-street, 
Clerkonwell.  Some  talented  artistes  have  offered  their 
services. — Ben  Adrahams. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— At  a  meeting  held 
at  headquirters.  Club  Union  Buildings,  E.C.,  on  Friday 
Jan.  L'Ci,  the  committee  decided  to  hold  a  competition  m 
the  Lea  on  March  18,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  abov 
institution.  Several  good  prizes  were  offered  for  com 
petition,  which  no  doubt  will  be  considerably  increased  by 
the  18th.  The  next  meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday 
Feb.  9,  at  9,30,  at  their  headquarters.  Gentlemen  who 
are  desirous  of  assisting  iu  the  good  cause  please  com 
munioate  with— S.  Malhy,  9,  Canterbury-road,  Islington 
N. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke 
grove,  W. — Our  benefit  concert  last  Monday  was  acomplet 
eucoese,  the  clubroom  being  crammed.  Messrs.  Braokstone 
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''FISHING  GAZETTE''  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund — the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


TWELFTH  LIST. 


Per  Commander  H,  de  la  Cour  Travers :  Col- 
lected on  C  hristmaa  Day,  1899,  from  passengers 
on  board  the  R.M.S.  Tantallon  Castle  

From  The  Bath  Anglers'  Association  : — 

Per  Mr.  Foster  Smith  :  Mr.  F.  Smith,  53.  ; 
Mr.  A.  Y.  Hajggard,  23.  6d.  ;  Mr.  Clack,  Ss. ; 
Mr.  LoTiis  Smith,  Is. ;  Dr.  Lionel  Weatherly, 
Col.  Vaughton,  2e.  6i. ;  Mr.  J.  Harter, 
23. ;  Mr.  Percy  Smith,  23. ;  Mr.  Baldwin, 
28. ;  Mr.  Dawson  Themis,  23,  6d. ;  Mr. 
Frank  Fortt,  23.  63.;  "E.  8.  E.,"  Is.; 
Smoker,  Is.  ;  Mr.  B.  R.  Vachell,  23.  63. ; 
Fisherman's  Pal,  Is. ;  Mr.  Percy  J.  Fry,  23. ; 
"A.  M.  B.,"  03. ;  "  C.  J.  P.,"  Is.  ;  '•  H.  H.," 
la. ;  "  C.  R.  K.,"  Is.  43. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Saunders,  2s.  83.  ;  Major  W.  C.  Ormond, 
Is. ;  Mr.  Edgar  J.  Stone,  28.  ;  Mr.  Geo.  Cox, 
Is.;  "  W.  F.  J.  B.,"  Is.;  Mr.  F.  Sunbridge, 
Is. ;  Mr.  H.  Masher,  Is. ;  Mr.  Ducker,  Is. ; 
Mr.  John  Moulton  (omitted),  23. ;  Mr.  S.  J. 
Harris.  Is.;  "  G.  W.  S.,"  63.;  "L.  and 
N.W.E.,"  63.;"  Homocea,"ls.  ;"F.J.S.," 
Is. ;  Mrs.  Haggard,  23.  6d.  ;  Mr.  J.  Cox,  Is. ; 
Mr.  E.  Francis,  Is.;  Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  Is.; 
"W.  F.  B.,"  63.;  Mr.  T.  Smith,  3d.; 
"  L.  A.  W.,"  Is.  ;  "  Little  WiUie,"  Is. ;  Mr. 
Jack  Smith,  Is. ;  "Angler,"  Is. ;  Mr.  D.  Ives, 
Is. ;  Mr.  F.  J.  Goodall,  Is. ;  Mr.  L.  Plain,  Is. ; 
Mr.  H.  Williams,  Is.;  "  W.  8.,"  Is.;  Mr. 
Geo.  Lane,  Is.  ;  Mr.  W.  Batt,  1b.  ;  Mr.  E.  H. 
Byrom,  Is. ;  Mrs.  Biding,  .3d. ;  Mr.  Biding, 
3d. ;  "  R.  C.  T.,"  6d. ;  "  W.  B.,"  3d. ;  Mr. 
A.  Vatighan,  .3d. ;  Mr.  R.  Vanghan,  33. ;  Mr. 
W.E.  Dennis,  Is.;  "  A.L.,"6d. ;  Mrs.  Hann, 
3d. ;  Mrs.  Farrar,  3d. ;  Mr.  R.  Townsend,  3d. ; 
Miss  Amy  George,  23.  6d. ;  Mr.  E.  8.  Rogers, 
2s. ;  Miss  Brooks,  Is. ;  Mr.  H.  W.  Tyler,  Is. ; 
Mr.  J.  Edwards,  6d. ;  Mr.  L.  Smith,  Is.; 
Major  A.  H.  Simpson,  2s. ;  Mr.  E.  Petgrave, 
Is. ;  Mr.  G.  Bolton,  Is. ;  Mr.  H.  Brand,  Is. ; 
Mr.  J.  Garrett,  6d. ;  Mr.  T.  W.  Alcombe,  Is. ; 
"  J.  W.  8.  D.,"  23. ;  Mr.  0.  J.  Saunders,  Is  ; 
Mr.  D.  Evry,  Is. ;  Mr.  J.  Pritchard,  Is. ;  Mr. 
A.  Grant,  6d. ;  Mr.  J.  Evry,  63. ;  Mr.  Jno. 
Vezey.  63. ;  Mr.  8.  Pritchard,  Is. ; 
"H.  R.  H.,"  6d.;  Mr.  A.  Hunt,  6d. ;  Mr. 
R.  N.  Cut,  28.;  Mr.  Smith,  28.;  Mr.  H. 
Martin,  1b  


£  8.  d. 

5   1  G 


5  11  9 


£  s.  d. 

Per  "  Spinning  Minnow  "  :  "  Spinning  Min- 
now," 28.  6d. ;  Mrs.  "Spinning  Minnow," 
Is. ;  Mr.  B.  R.  F.  Pearson,  Is. ;  Mr.  F.  W. 
Fortt,  Is. ;  Mrs.  J.  Harvey- Wood,  Is. ;  Mr. 
W.  C.  Bird,  Is. ;  Mr.  C.  A.  Hague,  Is. ; 
Mr.  J.  W.  Lewis,  jun..  Is. ;  Mr.  C.  A.  M. 

Wood,  Is.  ;  Mr.  E.  Goldsworthy,  Is   0  11  6 

Per  Mr.  Saunders  :  Mr.  Foster  Smith,  53. ; 
Mr.  W.  Orchard,  Is. ;  Mr.  H.  Jones,  63. ; 
Mr.  C.  Lince,  6d. ;  Mr.  F.  Hunt,  3d. ;  Mr. 
J.  Puller,  6d. ;  Mr.  A.  Grant,  Is. ;  Mr.  T. 
Every,  Is. ;  Mr.  John  Vezay,  Is.  ;  Mr.  Sidney 
Cooke,  63. ;  Mr.  W.  Clapp,  Is. ;  Mr.  J. 
Parker,  33. ;  Mr.  H.  Austin,  63. ;  "  E.  A.," 
8d. ;  Mr.  Coombes,  63. ;  Mr.  Harford,  od. ; 
Mr.  Dolman,  33.;  Mr.  White,  33. ;  "C.  G. 
J.,"  Is. ;  "  F.  M.,"  33. ;  Mr.  Smith,  63. ;  Mr. 
H.  Bunce,  63. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saunders, 

3s.  3d   10  0 

Per  Mr.  Clack;  Thos.  Clack,  153.  63.; 
Hayward,  Is. ;  Mr.  Pictor,  Is. ;  J.  Gardner, 

63. ;  Jamison,  Is. ;  Fisher,  Is   10  0 

Mr.  T.  Arkcoll   0  10  0 

"L.  E.  S."    0   2  0 

"InSpeVivo"    15  0 

Moss  Side  Social  Angling   Society  (per  Mr. 

W.A.Leigh)    0   6  8 

Anglers'  Record  (from  Mr.  F.  A.  Redding, 

Leeds)    4   5  0 

The  Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society  (per 
Mr.  G.  Barr,  sec.) :  Mr.  C.  Catherall, 
23.  6d. ;  Mr.  J.  Blade,  23.  6d. ;  Mr.  C.  Fried- 
lander,  2s.  63. ;  Mr.  Lucas,  23.  ;  Mrs.  Fried- 
lander,  Is.  63.;  Mrs.  Catherall,  Is.;  Mr.  C. 
Addison,  Is.  ;  Mr.  R.  Akin,  Is. ;  Mr.  C. 
Dennis,  Is. ;  Mr.  A.  Birch,  Is. ;  Mr.  W. 
Madget,  Is. ;  Mr.  J.  Davis,  Is. ;  Mr.  H. 
Page,  Is;  Mr.  T.  Sowerbutts,  Is.;  Mr.  W. 
Dennis,  Is. ;  Mr.  J.  Jevans,  Is. ;  Mr.  J. 
Franks,  Is.;  Mr.  C.  Bowling,  6d. ;  Mr.  G. 
Barrs,  63.;  Mr.  8.  Cutler,  63.;  Mr.  B. 
Preston,  6d   15  0 

20  18  5 

Amount  from  eleventh  Ibt  ...  153   6  9 


Total .. 


174   5  2 


*«*  Several  Bubscriptions  have  arrived  too  late  for  acknowledgment  this  week — will  appear  in  next  list. 


Clayton,  Strong,  McLean,  and  Mallard  sung  some  capital 
songs.  The  flute  solo  by  Mr.  R.  Cook,  and  the  concertina 
selections  by  the  Brothers  Watford  were  much  appre- 
ciated, as  was  also  a  gramophone,  which  waa  kindly  intro- 
duced by  a  gentleman  for  this  benefit.  Mr.  J.  O'Brien 
was  firat  favourite,  singing  enore  after  encore  in  his 
osual  inimitable  style ;  his  dancins;  was  very  neat,  and 
much  admired.  To  the  many  friends  who  responded  to 
this  call,  Mr.  A.  Checkley,  the  Mneficiaire,  returns  his 
sincere  thanks. — H.  Lan(;ton. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angflinsf  Soolety, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hifl  Gate,  W. — 
On  Jan.  28  the  under-mentioned  members  weighed-in : 
Messrs.  G.  Barker,  a  good  show  of  roach,  from  the 
Thames ;  Alec.  Glaze,  a  show  of  roach  (largest  fish, 
lib.  l|oz.) ;  A.  03borne,  roach  ;  G.  Prouten,  dace  ;  Chap- 
man, sen.  and  jun.,  roach;  E.  and  H.  Jackson  Bros., 
roach  and  dace.  Members  are  requested  to  be  at  Elgin 
A.8.  return  visit,  and  try  and  not  to  forget  the  visit  at  the 
Amicable  Waltonians  next  Monday  night,  Feb.     — Ben 

AERAflAMH. 

Alma  Angllnsr  Society,  Ooach  and  Horssa,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fielda. — On  Jan.  28  several 
members  were  out,  but  only  one  weighed-ia — Mr.  Drew, 
•en.,  roach  and  dace.  On  Feb.  6  a  meeting  will  take  place 
at  nine  o'clock  to  decide  when  and  where  the  next  outing 
will  take  placs. — J.  Chambkbs. 

Amioabla  Waltonian  Angrlingr  Society,  George 
and  Dragon,  >St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell.— On  Jan.  28, 
owing  to  the  adverse  weather,  the  shows  of  fish  were  not 
rery  large,  the  moat  aacceasful  members  being  Mr.  Nunn, 


aen.,  with  roach,  first;  Mr.  Millen  being  second  with 
roach ;  Mr,  King  being  third  with  roach.  On  Monday 
next  we  have  a  return  visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  District, 
when  we  hope  to  see  as  many  of  our  brother  anglers  and 
friends  that  can  attend,  this  being  our  firat  visit  to  our  new 
quarters. — E.  E.  Embleton. 

Ba'stsrsea  FrisAdiy  AngUng  Soolety,  Nag's 
Head,  Wands  worth-road,  S.W.— On  Jan.  28  Mr.  G.  Smeed 
weighed-in  a  nice  chub,  weight  31b.  4dz.  Mr.  Ansty  also 
weighed-in  a  chub,  21b.  15|lb.  We  fish  an  odd  and  even 
match  at  Cookham  on  Feb.  4  for  a  meat  tea.  Go  by  the 
8  40  from  Paddington  or  Westbourne  Park,  and  return  by 
the  7.50  from  Cookham.  A  saloon  carriage  will  be  pro- 
vided. Members  and  friends  of  any  club  are  invited  to 
take  part  in  this  mitch.  The  tea  will  be  provided  by  Mr. 
A.  S.  Gammon,  of  the  Gate  Inn,  Cookham.  I  beg  to 
remind  members  of  angling  clubs  that  the  lantern  lecture 
given  by  Mr.  Wade,  secretary  of  the  Central  Association, 
on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.,  will  take  place  on  Feb.  13. — A. 

DE.rONOR. 

Batteraea  Fiscatorial  Society.  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  Battersea. — We  fished  our  match  on 
Jan.  28,  when  all  the  prizas  were  taken  :  Mr.  T.  Tringham 
first,  Mr.  Painter  second,  W.  Keene  third,  and  A.  White 
fourth.  Will  members  attend  next  week  for  important 
businees,  &o. — T.  Tringham. 

Bermondsey  BrotHera  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-etreet,  S.B. — There  was  a  fair  show  of 
roach  on  the  trays  on  Jan.  28,  contributed  by  Messrs. 
J.  J.  Hobbs,  J.  Smith,  G.  Pocockj  and  E.  Raynor,  total 
gross  weight  391b.   The  competition  for  the  February 


aeries  of  prizes — seven  in  number — will  be  fished  for  on 
the  11th  inst.,  place  and  condidon  to  be  decided  at  the 
meeting  on  the  7th,  when  all  members  are  particularly 
requested  to  attend. — Ar.r.  Co.nn. 

iSlackfriars  Angling  Sooiet?,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  8. EI. — Several  members  out  on  Jan.  21, 
but  returned  with  very  poor  resal's.  Mr.  Wheelhouse, 
out  on  Jan.  21  with  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Bermondsey  Brothers, 
bad  a  grand  take  of  roach,  no  less  than  201b.  Sox.  Mr. 
Merrygold  was  the  only  member  to  weigh-in  on  Jan.  28 — 
roach,  6lb.  We  decide  our  February  outiag  next  Wednf  s- 
day,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  members  present.  Tiie  221b. 
jick  taken  by  Mr.  Wbiley  this  Feason  is  in  the  club-room, 
if  they  would  like  to  see  it. — J.  WirEKf.iioLSf;. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angriintr  cioolety.  The 
Windsor  Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C— On  Jan.  28 
Mr.  J.  Roach  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  101b.  0|oz.  ;  Mr. 
C.  Davis  and  Mr.  F.  8.  Pavott,  roach.  Jan.  31  being 
audit  night,  the  balance-sheet  was  read  and  passed  as  eatie- 
factory.  The  quarterly  peg-down  match  is  fixed  to  take 
place  on  Feb.  11,  at  Cookham,  when  we  fish  for  four 
prizes  under  the  usual  condition.  Programmes  for  our 
grand  concert  on  behalf  of  the  "  Finhing  Oazette  Tobacco 
Fund,"  on  Feb.  12,  are  now  ready,  and  may  be  had  on 
application. — T.  Paternoster. 

Bromptou  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  8.W. — There  have  been  very  few  takes 
of  fish  to  record  lately.  Our  fourth  outing  took  place  at 
Pangbourne  on  Jan.  21.  The  water  appearel  to  be  in 
fair  condition,  but  the  fish  were  dead  off.  All  the  prizes 
were,  however,  taken  :  Mr.  Cecil,  first,  with  4lb.  10 ^z.  ; 
Mr.  Marden,  second,  2lb.  145z. ;  and  Mr.  E.  Briggs, 
third.  Thr^e  decent  roach  were  weighed-ia,  two  over  lib., 
by  Mr.  Cecil,  and  one  by  F.  Briggs.  The  fifth  outing  is 
to  take  place  at  Marlow,  on  Feb.  11. — C.  Asnnv. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road,  N.— 
Our  shows  of  fish  for  January  very  indifferent.  H.  C. 
Canton  top  weight,  consequently  winning  our  January 
gross  weight  prize.  A.  Field,  on  Jan.  24,  weighed-in  81b, 
of  roach  from  the  Lea, largest  lib.  odz.  We  have  a  match 
at  Cookham  on  the  11th  for  our  annual  gold  medal  and 
other  prizes.  I  should  like  to  see  them  at  th9  clubhouie 
on  the  Wednesday  before. — Hy.  Tame. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angimg  Society.  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — Since  my 
last  report  Mr.  C.  Parmenter  and  Mr.  H.  Kelly  have 
weighed-in  good  takes  of  roach  and  jack. — F.  Randall. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Foun- 
tain's Abbey,  Praed-street,  W. — Only  one  prizs  taken  on 
Jan.  28,  and  that  by  Mr.  Soutt.  Another  outing  has 
been  arranged  for  at  Cookham  on  Feb.  II ;  same  con- 
ditions;  boundary  from  Cookham  Bridge  to  Bourne  End 
Railway  Bridge.  On  Jan  31  Mr.  Piggott,  sen.,  showed 
two  pike  weighing  111b.  IOJdz.,  largest  fish  7lb.  2^oz. — W. 
Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angliuf;  Sosleiy, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bisnop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  Jan.  28  two  of  our  lapsed  prizaa  were 
taken  by  Messis.  J.  Lee  and  B.  Sawyer,  jun.,  Mr.  Lee 
waighing  a  nice  roach  of  lib.  loz.  from  St.  Margaret's. 
A'so  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Webb,  roach ;  J.  Baines,  roach ;  H. 
Haokett,  roach ;  G.  Yeo,  two  jack,  from  Broxboume 
(heaviest.  4lb.  2oz.);  and  C.  Hazard,  perch.  We  have 
another  prize  onting,  for  thirteen  prizes,  on  Feb.  11,  from 
Rattj's  Weir  to  Fish  and  Eels,  Broxbourne,  in  the  river 
Lea;  and  the  lapsed  prizes  left  over  are  to  be  fished  then. 
We  hold  a  Bohemian  concert  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  on 
Feb.  19,  on  which  occasion  Mr.  G.  H.  Wood  in  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  E.  Brockett  in  the  vice. — P.  Loft. 

Camden  Angling  Sociecy,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — We  have  to 
record  the  first  blank  of  the  season,  but  Mr.  White  had  a 
ahow  of  roach,  and  was  too  tired  to  weigh-in.  For  our 
competition  on  Feb.  4  the  train  starts  from  Paddington  at 
9  a.m.,  returning  5.26. — R.  Marshall. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling 
Clubs. — The  next  delegate  meeting  will  take  place  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  W.C,  on  Monday, 
Feb.  5,  at  8.30  p.m.— W. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Sooiaty,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
Our  eleventh  day's  outing  will  take  place  on  Feb.  4,  at 
Bourne  end ;  boundary,  from  railway  gate  to  Marlow 
Lock,  tow-path  only ;  for  six  prizes.  Train  from  High- 
street,  Battersea,  7.45;  return  from  Bourne  Eud  7.45. 
All  to  cease  fishing  at  5.30.  On  Jan.  29  Mr.  J.  Thome 
weighed-in  perch  and  roach. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensai-road,  W.— On 
Jan.  28  Messrs.  A.  Howland  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of 
roach  from  the  Thames,  281b.  4oz.,  and  E.  Baxter, 
131b.  7oz.  I  hope  members  will  attend  on  Tuesday  next, 
as  the  conditions  for  the  last  match  of  the  season  will  be 
made  ;  and  will  members  please  return  unsold  tickets  of  the 
concert  on  the  same  night  ? — T.  Twyman. 

Colllngwood  Angling  Souiety.  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — In  my  repoit  of 
our  Central  visit  I  forgot  to  mention  that  Mr.  C.  A. 
Medcalf  was  present.  Our  prize  outing  at  Taplow  on 
Jan.  28  resulted  in  a  very  fine  lot  of  fish  being  weighed-in. 
The  first  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  H.  Stump ;  second,  Mr. 
E.  W.  Ball;  third,  Mr.  J.  Jarrett ;  fourth,  Mr.  E.  Elsey. 

— F.  P.  SORQE. 

Cosy  Ang^Ung  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Grate,  8.W. — The  next  visit  on  the 
Central  List  will  take  plac3  at  the  above  address  on 
Feb.  0.  Will  secretaries  who  not  have  received  notice 
kindly  accept  this  as  an  invitation. — J.  White, 

Covent  Oarden  Fiscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C— On  Jan.  2S  Messrs.  Masse/  and 
Massey,  jun.,  had  good  shows  of  jack.  Mr.  John  Masaey's 
largest  fish  turned  the  scale  at  151b.  14oz.,  37iin,  long,  and 
20in,  in  girth.— W,  Massev. 
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Crown  and   Bnokland   Fisoatorial  Society, 

Middlesex  Anns,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  B.C. — Since  my 
last  report  we  lave  had  some  very  good  shows  of  tish  by 
Messrs.  Haines,  Gr.  Norris,  B.  Kichardson,  H.  Wright, 
B.  Knox,  and  W.  Leadbeater.  Mr.  Haines  wins  Mr. 
Sesar's  prize  for  January.  Mr.  Seear  gives  another  for 
February.  H.  Wright,  first,  at  Harlow  ;  the  other  prizes 
not  being  taken.  Next  Wednesday  there  will  be  a  general 
meeting.  Eoil  called  at  9.30  thirp.  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster,  as  there  is  some  important  business  to  come  on. — 
G.  H.  Franklin. 

Daleton  Ausrliu?  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston, — On  Jan.  28  a  few  members 
were  out.  Messrs.  H.  Poora  and  Birtwistle  were  the  only 
gentlemen  who  weigbed-in ,  they  having  some  nice  j  ick.  On 
Tuesday,  the  30th,  there  was  a  fair  attendance.  The  final 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  outing  to  Cookham. 
Members  to  travel  by  the  8.40  and  9.40  trains  from 
Pdddingtor. — S.  Malbv. 

Elgin  Angfling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  W. — Our  match  at  Windsor  on  Jan.  21 
was  a  success,  the  prizes  being  taken  in  the  following 
order  :  Mr.  King,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Drury,  roach ; 
and  Mr.  Bayliss,  dace.  The  next  match  takes  place  on 
Feb.  25  at  Uxbridge,  in  the  Eunning  Pound;  two  rods 
and  live  bait  allowed.  On  Tuesday,  Feb.  13,  we  take  our 
return  visit  on  the  Western  District.  Mr.  A.  Derry  will 
take  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Frank  Hunt,  of  the  Blenheim 
A.S.,  will  take  the  vice-chair.  Any  club  not  getting  a 
post-card  please  accept  this  as  an  invitation. — G.  King. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital.  W. — On  Jan.  28  we  had 
a  fair  show  of  fish  by  Messrs.  Ellins,  Crow,  Mitchell,  and 
Verity.  We  have  an  outing  on  Feb.  25.  Will  members 
come  up  and  decide  where  to  go  ? — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  society.  The  Orowu,  Church, 
street,  Shoreditch. — On  Jan.  28  Messrs.  Thompson  and 
Evhorn  weighed-in  some  good  roach.  Although  several  of 
the  members  bad  been  out  there  was  very  little  done, 
the  weather  has  been  so  unsettled.  Our  annual  supper 
will  take  place  on  the  13th  inst.  I  hope  to  have  a  large 
company.  The  members  will  fish  for  eight  prizes  on  the 
4th  inst.  at  St.  Margaret's  ;  all  start  by  9.8  a.m.  train. — 
K.  Murphy. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich. — On  Feb.  14  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade 
will  give  his  lantern  lecture  on  "  Fishing  and  Holiday 
Trips  on  the  S.E.B,."  Members  are  particularly  requested 
to  attend.  The  lecture  commences  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  T.  J. 
Church  in  the  chair. — J.  Dryden. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Sooiety,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Jan.  28  Messrs. 
Jeffries  and  Ford  had  a  nice  show  of  roach.  On  Feb.  12 
we  have  a  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.8.,  Ben  Williams, 
Good  Intent,  Cambridge  Heath,  in  the  chair,  and  Mr. 


Brockett  in  the  vice-chair.  On  Feb.  11  we  go  out  for 
prizes  at  Langford ;  all  members  to  go  by  the  8.30  from 
Liverpool-street ;  stirt  fishing  on  arrival  of  first  train, 
leave  off  at  five  o'clock.  We  have  mide  one  more  new 
member;  open  for  more. — H.  Bagshaw. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  HoUoway,  N. — Messrs.  J.  and  G. 
Persons  have  tried  the  club  water,  the  former  securing 
101b.  of  good  roach  (iargest,  lib.  9Joz.),  and  the  latter 
roach  and  chub.  Few  others  have  ventured  out,  and  with 
poor  success. — E.  Wymeb. 

Holloway  Angling  Sooiety.  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — At  our  meeting  on  Jan.  31  several 
members  during  the  week  report  good  takes  of  fish.  Mr. 
A.  Clayton  a  good  basket  of  roach,  17|lb.  (largest 
lib.  8oz.) ;  Mr.  T.  Johnson,  71b.  2oz.  of  roach  (best  fish 
lib.).  Our  supper,  Feb.  14,  promises  to  be  a  success. — 
A.  Clayton. 

Honndsfield  Otters  Angling  Sooiety,  Golden 
Lion,  Lower  Edmonton. — In  spite  of  the  inclement 
weather  we  had  a  fair  show  on  Jan.  28,  Mr.  W.  Jones 
heading  the  list  with  a  jack,  51b.  13oz. ;  Mr.  S.  E.  Jones, 
one  of  31b.  12  oz. ;  and  Mr.  C.  Watling  having  some  good 
roach,  also  W.  Taylor  and  J.  Bartlett.— W.  Mogg. 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — Several  members  were  out 
on  Jan.  28,  and  amongst  those  who  weighed-in  were: 
Messrs.  F.  Newton,  A.  Fish,  T.  M.  Grath,  J.  Wiltshire  ; 
the  January  gross  weight  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  F. 
Newton.  Our  weekly  meeting  on  Jan.  30  was  well 
attended.  Tuesday  next  general  meeting  night ;  roll  call 
at  9  p.m.,  when  all  members  should  be  present,  as  some 
very  important  business  is  on  the  agenda,  including  an 
outing. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers  A.ngling  Sooiety,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  following  weighed-in 
on  Jan.  28  :  Mr.  Barwash,  dace  ;  Mr.  Herbert,  dace ;  Mr. 
Reeves,  roach.  On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  Heaokford  occupied 
the  chair. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.— In  the  com- 
petition on  Jan.  28,  Messrs.  F.  A.  Garrard,  H.  Butt,  and 
C.  Hayward  were  the  winners.  Only  one  of  tha  three 
prizes  cffared  for  competition  on  Jan.  31  was  taken,  Mr. 
G.  Nunn  being  the  winoer.  The  remaining  two  will  be 
competed  for  again  on  Wednesday  next,  7th  inst.  ;  same 
conditions.  There  are  three  specials  to  be  fished  for  on 
Feb.  11  at  Pangbourne.— H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  our  last  report  we  have 
had  three  nice  shows  of  fish  weighed-in  by  Messrs.  Bence 
and  Brothers  Eeddington.  I  hope  members  will  not  for- 
get our  mitch  at  Bourne  End  on  Feb.  11. — G.  Bence. 

Lincoln  Angling  Sooto'cy.  Metrooolitau.  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N. — On  Jan.  28  the  following 


were  succassfnl  in  oar  Bourne  End  match :  Messrs. 
Richards,  first,  41b.  15Joz. ;  Holmes,  second,  21b.  lOJoz. ; 
Killick,  third,  21b.  5|oz. ;  Hudson,  fourth,  21b.  5|iz. ; 
MofEatt,  fifth,  lib.  6|oz. ;  Thompson,  sixth,  lib.  5Joz. ; 
More,  seventh,  lib.  4dz.  ;  and  Cook,  4';b.  12oz.  of  roach. 
The  followinij  also  weighed-ia  :  W.  Watling,  T.  Evens, 
W.  Clark,  W.  White,  C.  Stevens,  R.  Watling,  and  C. 
Hawkins.  A  speciil  meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday  next 
to  arrange  last  outing  of  8ea9on. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — Angling  matters  are  still  very  quiet, 
though  notes  of  preparation  are  now  beginning  to  be 
heard.  A  few  members  have  visited  the  Dee  every  week, 
and  very  fair  lots  of  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken.  Mr. 
White  has  registered  a  roach  of  ISJoz.  for  the  specimen 
prize,  and  this  is  the  first  so  far  this  season.  Professor 
Noon  promisps  three  priz  98  of  a  guinea  each  for  the  best 
roach  over  jlb.,  the  best  bream  over  lib.,  and  the  best 
tench  over  IJlb.,  taken  from  the  Knowsley  water  this 
year,  so  there  is  already  something  decent  for  members  to 
try  for.  The  Professor,  a  most  expert  angler  himself, 
also  promised  a  prize  of  a  banjo  to  be  fished  for  in  a  com- 
petition in  the  same  water.  Most  hearty  thanks,  pro- 
fessor, and  may  it  be  long  before  you  lose  your  wonderful 
skill  with  the  single  hair.  Everything  is  promising  well 
for  a  rattling  season,  and  it  is  cheering  to  record  good 
news  of  this  old,  respectable,  and  pioneer  association.— 
Rd.  Woolfall. 

Iiychnobits  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E  C. — The  last  competition  was  won  by  Mr.  Sid 
Ransom,  Mr.  J.  Paton  being  second.  Competition 
Feb.  3rd  and  4th,  Eye  House  to  Broxbourne.  Mr.  Payne 
(Fish  and  Eels)  has  again  given  kind  permission  to  mem- 
bers to  fish  private  waters,  which  were  so  successful  last 
year.  I  hops  members  will  endeavour  to  be  present  to 
thank  him. — Hon.  Sec. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society, 
White  Lion,  FuUbridge,  Maldon,  Essex. — Anglers  daring 
the  past  week  have  not  been  so  successful  as  the  prpvious 
week,  the  water  again  being  too  thick.  Messrs.  S  Tinee, 
H.  Hutchinson,  Miller,  and  others,  fishing  on  Jan.  27, 
secured  a  few  roach— largest  fish  lib.  4oz.,  by  S.  Yinoe. 
About  201b.  of  fish  were  taken  by  anglers  on  Jan.  28th 
from  the  Langford  waters,  the  sport  being  rather  slow. 
The  water  appears  to  be  fining  down  a  bit,  and  probably 
will  be  a  good  colour  by  the  end  of  the  week.  The 
time  of  high  water  on  Feb.  4  will  he  at  3.51  p.m. — F. 
Keen. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  CUrendcn  Hotel, 
Newington-green,  N. — At  the  general  meeting  of  this 
society,  held  on  Jan.  28,  Mr.  P.  E  Swann  was  unanimously 
elected  president,  and  Mr.  J.  Wells  Wood  vice-president. 
All  other  officers  were  re-elect'?d.  The  fifteenth  annual 
dinner  of  the  society  has  bsen  fixed  for  Tuesday,  Feb.  27, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  as  soon  ai  possible  from  those 
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"  Captain  Mahan's  whole  aim  has  always  been  to  invest  the  transactions  of  the  past 
with  an  immediate  interest  for  the  present,  and  to  extract  from  them  lessons  of 
permanent  value  and  tignificance ;  and  the  conscientious  way  in  which  he  discharges  his 
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naval  and  military  position,  both  in  hii  own  country  and  in  Spain,  when  the  war  first 
commenced,  is  profoundly  interesting,  not  only  as  a  historical  record,  but  owing  to  its 
snggestiveness  with  regard  to  certain  problems  of  the  highest  importance  to  this  country, 
and  more  eepecially  with  reference  to  the  defence  of  an  extensive  seaboard." — Stanijaud. 
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members  and  friends  who  intend  being  present  to  support 
our  new  president. — A.  E  H. 

North-East  Brothers  Anglingr  Soniety.  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— Owing  to  the 
weather  on  Jan.  2S  only  a  few  members  were  out,  Mr.  J. 
Eaton  a  'ving  us  from  a  blank  with  some  roach,  coming  in 
for  the  fourth  prize.  Oa  Feb.  4  members  miy  go  where  they 
please  for  the  remaining  four  prizes ;  all  to  s'art  on  the 
morning,  and  fish  towing-path  side  only. — G.  Taylor. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oelander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— Outing  to  Palborough  on 
Feb.  4  for  Mr.  Dodd's  prize  postponed.  At  the  meeting 
cn  Tuesday  the  members  were  disappointed,  owin?  to  club 
report  being  emitted  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette.  The 
mrney  sant  for  tobacco  fund  was  acknowled,  but  report 
left  out.— E.  Dyball. 

'We  are  extremely  sorry  that  your  report  was  omitted 
last  week,  but  it  unfortunately  was  not  returned  from  the 
treasurer  of  the  tobacco  fund  until  too  late  for  insertion, 
as  the  50a.  you  kindly  sent  was  writted  on  the  same  piper. 
-Ed  ]. 

Fhoenix  Ang'dng  Society.  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street.  N.W.— On  Jan.  25  Mr.  Austin,  141b.  of  reach. 
On  Jan.  27  Mr.  Shaw,  261b.  On  Jan.  28  we  had  a  good 
show  of  roach  by  Messrs.  Austin,  Meyer,  and  Taylor ; 
Nobby,  ft  jick  from  the  Harp.  Four  prizes  at  Windsor 
on  Feb.  4  ;  one  rod  ;  towpath  only  ;  all  to  go  down  on  the 
morning. — E.  C. 

Boyal  Seorgfe  Asgrlinsf  Sooiety,  Queen's  Aims, 
Bateman-gtreet. — On  Jan.  28  most  of  our  members  were 


Febiuary  4, 

Albion  Brothers  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Cookham. 

Camden  :  Match  at  Henley. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Dalston  :  Match  at  Cookham. 

Good  Intent :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society  :  Competition, 

Lyohnobites  :  Match  at  Broxbourne. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Phajnix  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 

Serapis  :  Outing  to  Sandy. 

South  Bermondsey  :  Monthly  meeting.  _ 

Twickenham  Pisoatnrials  :  Cup  competition. 

United  Brothers:  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 

Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Wimbledon  Pisoatorials  :  Outing. 
Pebraary  5. 

Amicable  Waltonians :  Visit. 

Central  Association :  Delegate  meeting. 
Pebruary  6. 

Cosy  :  Visit. 
Pebruary  7. 

B.S.  A.S.  :  Paper  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 

Eagle  :  Smoking  concert. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lipsed  prize  outing. 


not  only  saved  the  club  from  a  blank,  but  showed  a  very 
nice  tray  of  roach.  I  hope  all  members  who  are  entitled 
to  go  out  for  lapsed  prizes  will  do  so,  as  we  wi?h  to  get 
them  all  distributed  as  soon  as  possible. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  John  Angling'  Society,  The  Empress,  St.  John- 
street-road,  Clerkenwell. — Our  competition  on  the  2l8t  at 
Bourne  End  was  a  success,  as  all  the  prizes  were  taken, 
including  the  special  roach  prize.  Another  special  roach 
prize  is  given  for  the  gross  weight  for  the  month  of 
January.  Prizes  have  also  been  arranged  fcr  February. 
Full  particulars  can  be  seen  at  the  clubhouse.  We  had  a 
good  show  of  roach  on  Jan.  23  by  Messrs.  Musgrave, 
Souch,  Back,  and  Podger.- F.  Thorlixg. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Qneen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-sauare,  W. — On  Jan.  28 
the  following  weighed-in  :  Mr.  S.  King,  roach,  61b.  Toz.  ; 
Mr.  G.  Campbell,  141b.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Burden,  lib.  lloz. 
Our  next  outing  to  Windsor,  Feb.  18,  when  all  members 
must  be  clear  on  the  books  to  be  eligible  to  fish.— W. 
Aldis. 

South  Bermondsey  Pisoatorials,  Institute, 
Botherhithe  New-road,  S.B. — Our  February  monthly 
cuting  takes  place  on  Feb.  4.  Our  annual  punt  outing 
will  take  place  on  Feb.  25  ;  all  members  wishing  to  com- 
pete must  give  their  names  as  soon  as  possible,  and  not 
late:  than  Friday,  Feb.  16,  so  that  lean  arrange  for  punts. 
I  hopa  membsrs  will  endeavour  to  attend  on  Friday  night, 
0  p.m.— J.  H.  Davies. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Bhodes- 
well-road,  Stepney. — Our  return  visit  on  Jan.  29  was  well 
attended,  a  full  room  and  a  full  A. B.S.  box,  the  record 
(uj  for  us.  Clubs  were  well  represented.  We  had  eood 
slngerB  and  good  songs.  Oar  next  match  will  be  at  Ware 
cn  Feb.  11.    Jan.  23  was  a  blank — no  fish  — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — The  match  at  Datchet  resulted  as 
follows:  Messrs.  A.  Pain,  first;  H.  Pain,  second;  J.  J. 
Macey,  third.  Will  members  please  attend  an  hour 
earlier  at  the  next  meeting  (Taeeday)  to  enable  a  con- 
tingent to  attend  the  Central  visil  to  the  Cosy  A.S.  ? 
Arrangements  will  also  ba  made  on  that  date  for  a  prize 
outing  on  the  tidal  waters. — T.  Lucas. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — On  Jan.  28  the  following 
weighed-in  :  Messrs,  Raca,  roach  ;  Grande,  roach  ;  Friend, 
roach.— G.  A.  Payne. 

Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Clapham-common,  S.W. — So  many  of  our  members  being 
on  the  sick  list  for  the  past  month,  we  hive  had  very  little 
to  report.  Our  secretary,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  still  remains 
very  ill.  We  have  had  a  few  members  out,  but  have  not 
been  very  successful.  Mr.  Pearce  weighed-in  some  nice 
bream.  We  fish  an  opan  roving  match  on  Feb.  4  for  three 
prizes;  ail  fish  to  weiga. — T.  Pasmore. 

Bnndlal  iingling  Society,  Flocgh  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — Restxlt  of  our  match  at 
Eickmars worth  :  Messrs.  Batchelor,  first  prize,  and  also 
Mr.  Barnham's  prize;  Adams,  second;  B.  C.  Lock, 
third  ;  Cartwright,  fourth.  Mr.  Webb  weighed-in  jack, 
61b.  21 -,z.  (largest  41b.) ;  Mr.  Sherman  weighed-in  perch, 
41b.  ."ioz.  (largest  perch,  lib.  Ijoz.).— C.  E.  Lo'  k. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Sooiety,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Depttord.  —  Oa  Jan.  28  several 
members  were  cut,  Messrs.  G.  Marsh  weighing-in  271b.  of 
jack;  W.  Drage,  roach;  W.  G.  Cockerton,  roach; 
E.  Skeates,  F.  Belton,  8.  Drage,  and  A.  Turner.  The 
next  outing  will  take  place  at  Pangbourne,  on  Feb.  4, 
to  be  continued  each  week  till  all  prizes  are  taken. — F.  H. 
Beak. 

Vralham  Ozmh  and  ClielMa  AngUng  Sooiaty, 

Black  Bull,  Fnlham-road,  8.W,— Mr.  B.  N.  Uu(fi6ld  has 
been  e'ect* d  a  working  member.  We  enjoyed  the  pleasure 
of  the  company  of  a  member  of  the  West  London  Sooiety, 
and  also  Mr.  W.  H.  Elamore.  We  meet  on  Feb.  4  next  at 
the  Eed  Lion,  Bourne  End  ;  first  train  from  Paddington, 
W.  L.  K. 

Waltfaamatow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Anna,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — On  Jan.  28  the 
folloniog  weighed-in :  Mr.  Knight  and  Mr.  Skelsey, 
perch;  Messrs.  Howell,  Thompson,  Ho  warth,  Flint,  and 
W.  Osmond,  roach  ;  Mr.  Gover,  jack.  On  11th  inst.  our 
clnb  have  an  outing  to  Ware.   On  Feb.  14  the  visit  of  the 


Feb.  11. — Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Competition. 
„     11.— Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
,,     11.— Brompton  :  Outing. 
,,     11.— Brothers  Well  Met :  Match  at  Cookham. 
,,     11.— Cambridge  Friendly :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
,,     11.— Cambridge  Heath  Brothers :   Lipsed  prize 
outing. 

,,     11. — Carlton  :  Match  at  Richmond. 

„     11.— Hearts  of  Oak  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

11. — Izaak  Walton  :  Special  prize  outing. 
,,     11. — Jubilee  :  Match  at  BDurne  End. 
,,     11.— Sfepney:  Match  at  Ware. 
,,     11.— Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing. 

11.— Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Ware. 

11.— West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 
„     12.— Bloomsbury  Brothers :  F.  O.  Tobacco  Fund 
concert. 

,,     12.— Hearts  of  Oak:  A.B.S.  concert. 
,,     13.— Battersea  Friendly :  Lintern  lecture  by  Mr. 
Wade  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S. 

13.— Elgin:  Visit. 
,,     13.— Good  Intent :  Supper. 
,,     13. — Gresham  :  Bohemian  concert  (ladies' night). 
,,     13. — Walton  and  Cotton  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     14. — Greenwich  :  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  Wade. 
„     14.— Holloway  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
,,     14. — Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Visit. 
,,     18.— Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing. 
„     19.— Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
,,  ■  25.— Elgin  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 
,,     25.— Golden  Barbel :  Outing. 
,,     25. — South  Bermondsey  :  Annual  punt  outing. 

27. — Mildmay  :  Annual  dinner. 
March  1. — Limehouse  Pisoatorials  :  "  Cinderella  "  dance. 

18. — A.B  8.  :  Competition  on  the  Lea. 
„     19.— Piscatorial  Sooiety  :  Annual  dinner. 


Anglers*  Benevolent  Society  takes  place,  when  the  box 
will  be  opened.  All  anglers  and  friends  are  cordially 
invitfd.- W.  Callcut. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  102,  St.  John-street-road,  London, 
N. — Our  annual  winter  dinner  will  take  place  at  the 
Manchester  Hotel,  Alderssate-street,  on  Thursday,  the 
loth  inst.,  at  7  p.m.  for  7.30.  All  members  wishing  to 
attend— and  I  hope  they  will  be  numerous— are  kindly 
requested  to  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible,  stating  also 
the  number  of  their  friends.  Our  members  have  weighed- 
in  several  fair  jick  and  chub  lately,  and  also  a  nice  take  of 
roach. — Matt.  Ccddon. 

Walworth  Waltoniana  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paxil's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth.  S.B. — 
Messrs.  A.  Piolaine,  W.  Roebuck,  and  J.  Brunker  were 
the  successful  competitors  in  our  last  competition.  All 
competing  had  fish.  Our  worthy  host,  Mr.  H.  Burgess, 
mide  a  very  nice  addition  to  the  number  of  oa,3es  of  fish  in 
the  bir,  having  received  his  cha,mp;on  barbel  from  Mr. 
Needham.— W.  Wray. 

Wellington  Angling  Sooiety,  Prince  George, 
HillingJfm-street,  Walworth,  S.B. — We  fished  our  match 
on  Jan.  28  at  Datchet,  but  owing  to  th9  requisite  weight 
not  being  obtained  no  prizes  were  taken.  We  fish  the 
match  again  on  Feb.  4  at  Sunbury,  when  we  hope  that 
better  results  will  be  obtained. — C.  Willett. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  The  Black  Boy, 
West  Green. — Mr.  Anderson  weighed-in  lUb.  13|oz. 
perch,  largest  lib.  4oz,,  and  a  .iick. — A.  G.  Hill, 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Sooiety,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Our  members  were 
out  on  Jan.  28,  and  the  following  weighed-in :  Mr. 
Porster,  jun.,  jack  and  roach  (the  jack  weighed  101b.  6  jz.) ; 
Mr.  G.  Bowles,  roach  (two  over  lib.  each) ;  Mr.  Cornish, 
roach  (one  over  lib.) ;  and  Messrs.  A.  Miller,  Forster, 
sen.,  Noden,  Burling,  Pethurst,  and  Seal,  roach.  I  hope 
members  will  not  forget  our  match  at  Burnt  Mill  on 
Feb.  11.— R.  Lowthek. 

Wimbledon  Pisoatorialii,  Alexandra  Hotel,  Wimble- 
don.— The  last  of  the  matches  to  decide  the  winner  of 
this  year's  silver  cup  came  off  on  Jan.  28.  The  heavy 
snow  of  the  early  morning  militated  against  heavy  takes, 


although  the  Woy  was  to  all  appearances  in  the  best  con< 
dition  for  roach  fishing.  In  the  result  the  winner  of  the 
cup  in  1898,  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  (the  hon.  treasurer),  was 
declared  the  top  scorer,  thus  taking  the  second  of  the 
three  cups  offered  by  the  society  since  1897.  The 
additional  money  prizes  given  by  the  society  for  the  next 
corapetiwrs  in  order  of  merit  w^re  cirried  off  by  Messrs. 
W.  C.  Pain,  J.  F.  Bovie,  and  H.  Golding.  A  high  tea 
was  afterwards  held  at  the  Mitre  Hotel,  and  was  well 
attended.  An  outing  has  been  arranged  for  Fth.  4,  on 
club  water  ;  usual  train,  prizes,  and  conditions. — Hon.  Sec. 


^offings  bg  ti)c  ^ap. 


The  breath  of  spring  will  shortly  chase  away  mist  and 
gruesome  weather.  We  know  the  time  is  at  hand,  for  the 
Eeed  merchants,  florists,  and  arboriculturists  are  pelting  as 
with  catalogues  of  the  attractions  offered  to  tempt  the  use 
of  spade,  fork,  and  trowel.  Mr.  H.  Merryweather,  of  the 
Southwell  (Notts)  Nurseries,  is  among  the  early  harbingers. 
In  the  book  of  fifty-two  pages,  with  a  rich  list  of  trees 
(fruit  and  otherwise),  plants,  spring  flowers,  legumes,  and 
seeds,  &c.,  there  is  an  admirable  arrangement  enabling  the 
purchaser  to  mike  selections  in  detail  with  a  minimam 
amount  of  trouble.  It  shows  at  a  glance  (say,  in  seeds 
and  plants)  columns  giving  name,  duration  and  hardiness, 
colour,  height,  observations,  price,  &s.  The  book  is 
highly  commendable. 

)  *  t  *  < 

"  Halcyon,"  in  the  supplement  to  the  Leeds  Mercury, 
says  :  "  A  correspondent  writes  to  know  the  meanirg  of  the 
expression  '  Hanging  them  on,'  so  frequently  applied  as  a 
witticism  by  the  unbeliever  in  the  art  of  angling.  I  cannot 
tell  him  who  originated  the  saying,  but  the  practice  is 
supposed  to  have  dated  from  the  days  of  Anthony  and 
Cleopatra,  for  when  that  estimable  couple  used  to  cruise 
about  in  their  gilded  galley  on  angling  bent,  it  is  said  that 
Anthony  employed  divers  to  attach  fish  to  his  hook  below 
the  surface.  Be  that  as  it  may,  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  in 
his  '  Book  on  Angling,'  mentions  the  fact  that  the  Chinese 
practise  the  plan  habitually.  The  rocks  and  stones  at  the 
bottom  of  the  sea  on  the  Chinese  coast  are  covered  with 
small  shell  fish.  Two  men  go  out  to  fish  ;  one  holds  a  line, 
to  which  is  attached  a  baited  hook ;  the  other,  a  diver, 
takes  hold  of  it,  and  with  a  hammer  dives  to  the  bottom, 
and  there  begins  cracking  and  breaking  to  pieces  the 
masses  of  shell  fish.  The  fish  draw  round  to  feed.  The 
diver  selects  his  fish  and  literally  '  hangs  it  on '  the  hook, 
and  his  friend  above  pulls  it  up.  This  is  fishing  made  easy 
with  a  vengeance." 


Mr.  Matthias  Dunn,  of  Mevagisssy,  writes  to  the 
Western  Daily  Mercury  :  "  Possibly  you  are  aware  that 
in  the  Contemporary  Review  of  last  August  I  had  an 
article  on  the  seven  senses  in  fishes.  Under  the  sense  of 
hearing  I  had  these  remarks  on  the  voice  and  language  of 
these  creatures  :  '  Sines  gurnards,  congers,  dories,  and 
scads  use  their  internal  machinery  for  making  noises  in 
the  air  when  caught  by  fishermen,  no  doubt  the  same  can  be 
done  by  them  when  in  the  sea.  In  my  paper  on  ijilchards, 
read  before  the  Falmouth  Polj  technic  Society  in  1892, 
it  is  shown  that  pilchards  when  migrating  send  up  strings 
of  bubbles,  and  I  find  these  bubbles  are  not  given  out 
continuously,  but  occasionally,  and  under  the  will  of  the 
fish ;  henc3  the  possibility  that  these  vesicles,  on  leaving 
the  mouth,  are  modulated  into  significant  sounds,  as  they 
would  seem,  to  meet  a  want  in  the  habits  of  these  fishes,  for 
when  migrating  they  all  move  onwards  or  rest  together, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  know  how  this  can  be  done  unless 
sounds  are  emitted  and  understood.' 

 > <  

"  There  were  many  who  thought  this  was  a  weak  point 
in  my  article,  and  took  the  trouble  to  tell  me  so. 
Language  in  fishes  is  out  of  the  question,  they  said,  and  is 
only  a  poetic  fancy.  But  confirmatory  facts  of  my  con- 
victions are  now  to  hand,  which  no  doubt  you  will  be 
pleated  to  know.  Professor  Kollicker,  of  the  Royal 
Aquarium,  Naples,  has  been  let  down  to  the  bottom  of  the 
Mediterranean  Sea  in  an  iron  cage  lit  up  by  electricity, 
with  his  person  enclosed  in  a  diving  suit.  Here  the 
scientist  sat  while  the  fish,  attracted  by  the  lights, 
gathered  around  him.  In  the  cage  was  a  phonograph 
especially  constructed,  and  a  receiver  of  such  great  power 
that  it  could  register  the  slightest  sounds ;  also  in  the 
receiver  was  a  cluster  of  electric  lights,  making  it  the 
brightest  spot  of  all,  his  theory  being  that  if  fishes  could 
speak  they  would  be  compelled  by  this  surprise  to  do  so, 
or  at  least  to  utter  some  sound.  Nor  was  he  disappointed, 
for  after  many  descents  he  has  obtained  a  dozen  clear 
records,  including  a  note  of  astonishment  from  a  shark, 
and  cries  of  the  same  character  from  many  deep-sea 
monsters.  The  sound  made  by  one  fish  differs  greatly 
from  that  of  another.  The  Professor,  in  speaking  of  the 
results,  says  :  '  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  sounds  pro- 
duced by  fishes  will  jet  be  recognised  as  a  language,  or  at 
least  the  expression  of  emotions  or  meanings,  communi- 
cited  from  one  fish  to  another.  The  results  of  my 
attempt  to  obtain  sounds  made  by  fishes  are  extremely 
gratifying.'  " 

 >  »» ♦ <  

The  truth  of  the  following  story  can  be  vouched  for, 
says  an  Ilminster  correspondent :  "  Last  week,  whilst  a 
well-known  angler  was  fishing  in  the  He,  near  Ilminster, 
he  happened  to  hook  a  jack,  the  exact  weight  of  which 
will  never  be  known,  for,  just  as  he  was  playing  it,  the 
fish  was  seized  by  an  otter,  whereupcn  a  terrific  struggle 
ensued,  and  in  the  end  the  fish  was  bitten  clean  in  two, 
leaving  the  head  and  shoulders,  which  weighed  exactly 
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31b.,  in  the  posEeasion  of  the  fisheimm.  It  may  be  added 
that  the  spur  of  an  otter  was  plainly  discernible  on  the 
bank." 

 >»»♦ <  

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion will  take  place  on  Monday  evening,  Feb.  5,  at  *he 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.C. 


Next  Monday,  at  the  Eoyal  Aquarium,  Miss  Nellie 
Eeid.  a  famous  equestrienne,  will  commtnce  an  eneage- 
ment,  and  perform  srm.'i  remarkable  feats  on  horseback  on 
the  central  stage.  Her  principal  performance,  which  is 
certainly  a  startler,  is  to  vault  over,  while  mounted  on  bar 
famous  charger,  a  hurdle  16ft.  high  without  any  run.  She 
performs  numerous  other  feats  of  the  high  scViool,  using 
two  horses  for  the  purpose.  The  Yachting  Exhibition, 
which  oommeccsd  yesterday,  will  continue  daily  during 
this  month. 

 >»♦■»<  

Me.F.  J.  Oqden  Smith,  of  Twickenham,  writes:  "  Mr. 
J.  James,  of  the  Twickenham  Piscatorial  Club,  has  had 
several  good  takes  of  bream  and  perch  during  the  week. 
Anglers  here  have  been  taking  a  ereat  numbnr  of  bream 
and  roach  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  Reid,  fishing  with 
H.  Harper,  on  Wednesday  last,  one  rod.  had  491b.  of  roach 
and  bream  (largest,  bream,  31b.  13''z  ) ;  Mr.  Dyer,  with  H. 
Harper,  on  Thureday,  one  rod,  241b.  roach  and  bream  ; 
Mr.  Pyke,  with  H.  Harper,  on  Saturday,  2Glb.  roach, 
bream,  and  perch,  one  rod.  These  gentlemen  all  belong 
to  the  Brentford  Piscatorial  Club,  and  were  fishine  in 
competition  for  a  valuable  silver  cup.  Mr.  Jeffreys,  fishing 
with  B.  Frost,  on  Saturday,  took  twelve  bream  and  a 
tench,  3jlb.  ;  Mr.  Barrow  and  myself,  fishing  on  Wednes- 
day, took  five  dozen  roach.  The  Twickenham  Piscatorial 
Club  fish  a  roioh  competition  on  Feb.  4  for  a  silver  cup 
and  other  prizes. 

I  WAS  telling  Mr.  Charles  Hussey  the  other  day  of  a 
trifling  accident  which  occurred  during  the  preparation  of 
this  paper.  As  I  know  he  has  met  with  a  similar  contre- 
temps during  his  jiurnalistic  experience,  I  naturally 
expected  his  symnathy.  I  suppose  I  had  it,  as  he  writes 
me  the  following  Kiplingesque  stanzas  : 
When  you've  written  all  your  jottings  and  you  wipe  your 
aching  head. 

And  you  thank  your  lucky  stars  your  work  is  o'er. 
It  isn't  very  cheering  when  it's  time  to  "  go  to  bed," 
To  find  those  precious  jottings  on  the  floor. 

When  you've  cudgelled  out  those  wheezes 
'Midst  a  thunderstorm  of  sneezes. 
And  you  feel  both  sick  and  sorry  with  the  "  flue," 
Go  outside  the  door  and  bang  it,  and  just  aiiout  aloud, 
"  Oh  !  hang  it." 
What  else  in  all  creation  can  you  do  ? 

(For  the  clumsy  printer's  devil 
Didn't  hold  the  ealley  level.    Voila  tout.) 
Uppercase,  lower  case,  "  piky,"  brevier,  and  bourgeois — 

All  the  little  jokelets  that  you  cribbed  upon  the  sly  ; 
And  the  new  and  pretty  fairy  tales  you  fancied  rather 
choice. 

Lie  mixed  in  a  ghastly  tangled  heap — all  pye  !  pye  !  pye  ! 
[If  any  of  my  readers  do  not  understand  the  above  verses 
they  had  better  ask  a  policeman — I  mean  a  printer — to 
explain  them. — Drag.] 

 >♦«♦<  


Mb.  Arthi  r  Chapman,  of  Blunham  Mill,  Bedford- 
shire, writes  to  the  effect  that  the  river  is  now  in  good 
condition,  the  water  having  fined  down  nicely  since  the 
recent  rains.  Fishing  on  Friday  and  Saturday  last  an 
angler  secured  some  good  bream  up  to  6|lb. 


An  angling  friend  of  mine  has  a  five  year  old  son,  who 
it  appaarg  is  extremely  fond  of  sitting  alone  in  an  old 
greenhouse  at  the  end  of  the  garden.  In  course  of  con- 
versation my  friend  gravely  informed  me  that  "  whenever 
th?  child  is  missing  and  not  to  be  found  anywhere,  they 
'  always  know  where  to  look  for  him  '  " — and  his  name  is 
not  Murphy  either. 

In  the  list  of  casualties  issued  from  the  War  Office  this 
week  appears  the  name  of  "  Williams.  Kaffrarian  Bifles, 
died  of  enteric  fever  .Tan.  13."  Mr.  W.  B.  Williams,  of 
the  Lychnobite  Angling  Sroiety,  joined  this  corps  at  East 
London  in  November  last,  and  was  known  to  have  been  at 
Storm>)erg.  whence  the  despatch  is  dated.  In  answer  to 
an  inquiry  by  the  bon  sec.  of  the  society,  the  War  Office 
authorities  sfa'^cd  that  the  full  initials  anl  numbers  were 
not  to  hand  ;  but  there  is  only  too  good  reason  to  fear  that 
the  society  has  lost  a  much  valued  member,  and  one  deeply 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 


At  a  recent  competition,  which  shall  be  nameless,  one 
of  the  crack  members  of  the  club  shouted  for  help  and  a 
net.  The  stream  wai  rnnning  hard,  his  rod  bent  almost 
double,  and  a  tremondnus  flapping  was  in  progress  in  the 
regiin  of  tho  hook.  With  the  aieittance  of  several  fellow 
memViers,  and  after  a  prolonged  struggle,  the  beauty  was  at 
length  safely  brought  to  bank,  and  proved  to  be  a  "  pieca 
of  oilcloth  a  jard  equare."   The  member  is  &till  alive. 

Tkk  Dickens  Society  will  celebrate  the  novelist's  birth 
day  for  the  eleventh  tim",  by  paving  a  pilgrimage  to  his 
grave  in  Westminster  Abbey,  on  Feb.  7,  at  two  o'clf  ck,  to 
lay  wreaths  ovr  him  who  prajed,  "  l;ord  keep  my 
memory  green."  In  the  evening,  at  H  p.m.,  a  Dickens 
Programme  will  bo  oiven  in  the  Atherwnm,  Tottenham 
(,'ourt-road,  eupnorted  by  Miss  Annie  Parker,  Professor 
Wilson,  Miss  Emilie  ISlaokwood,  Miss  Virginia  Black 


wood,  the  Misses  I.  and  A.  Wolfabergen,  Miss  Tarsley, 
Mr.  G.  R.  Senior,  Miss  Maud  Hicks,  Miss  Lily  Drew, 
Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Burton,  Mr.  Charles  Conway  (costume 
mpersonations  from  the  novels),  Miss  H.  Roper,  Miss 
Behrens,  and  Edwin  Drew.  Tickets  are  obtainable  of 
Mr.  Edwin  Drew,  hon.  sec,  3",  Caversham-road,  Kentish 
Town,  N.W.  Any  profits  will  be  given  to  the  Daily  Mail 
A.M.B.  Fund. 

"Our  annual  supner  on  Jan.  30  was,"  writes  _Mr. 
Sec.  G.  Barr,  of  the  Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society, 
'  a  great  success.  We  were  catered  for  by  Staines,  Old- 
street,  EC,  who  served  all  the  food  cooked  in  good  style. 
After  the  table  was  cleared  we  started  the  musical  portion 
of  the  evening.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  C.  Catherall, 
supported  by  W.  Tyler,  of  the  Wellington.  Sandwiched 
between  the  songs  were  the  toast  of  '  The  Original 
Alexandra,'  and  responded  to,  which  resulted  in  three  of 
our  guests  giving  in  their  names  as  members  for  the 
coming  season.  Over  £20  was  promised  for  prizes  for 
next  season.  The  list  was  headed  by  our  host,  C. 
Friedlander,  with  £2  23.,  and  followed  closely  by  other 
gentlemen.  We  were  entertained  by  the  musical  abilities 
of  our  friends,  one  of  whom,  W.  Tyler,  recited  a  patriotic 
poem,  entitled  '  Wait  a  Week,'  which  was  very  good. 
Also  Mr.  Melvern  gave  his  impersonations  of  famous 
actors,  which  resulted  in  an  encore.  Mr.  T.  Bowling,  of 
the  Stepney  A. S.,  sang  the  'Absent  Minded  Beggar'  in 
such  a  stirring  manner  that  it  stirred  253.  out  of  the 
pockets  of  his  hearers  for  the  '  Fishing  Gazettf  Tobicoo 
Fund '  for  our  wounded  soldiers.  The  time  for  ending 
(2  a.m.)  came  too  soon,  and  we  finished  a  very  enjoyable 
evening  with  '  Auld  Lang  Syne.'  " 


I  THINK  it  was  Shakespeare  who  said  "  'Twere  well  you 
did  so  much  for  charity."  The  othsr  evening,  at  the  new 
home  of  the  B  S.A.8.  (the  Rainbow),  in  convertation  with 
several  well-known  barristers  (Grain,  Ihompson,  &c.),  I 
learned  that  Mrs.  Cooksey  had  been  presented  by  Mr. 
Tangye,  a  member  of  the  eminent  firm  of  Birmingham 
engineers,  with  a  "Kruger"  shilling.  Of  course  it  was 
only  worth  a  shilling,  but  Mrs.  Cooksey  is,  like  Host 
Cooksey,  very  practical.  It  struck  her  that  as  so  many 
people  wanted  possession  of  it,  that  one  shilling  should  be 
deposited,  and  the  "Kruger"  "drawn"  for.  One 
hundred  shillings  were  deposited,  and  Mr.  Skottowe,  of 
the  Albert  Club,  was  the  winner.  The  £.t  was  paid  over 
to  the  Sportsman' f  funds  in  aid  of  the  Soldiers'  Widows 
and  Orphans  Fund. 

>  »  »  »  < 

A  SHORT  time  ago  a  roach  weighing  21b.  and  measuring 
only  12in.  was  captured  in  the  river  Lark.  I  weighed  it 
and  measured  it,  as  did  others,  and  therefore  weight  and 
measurement  are  guaranteed.  Mr.  W.  Nash,  of  the  Half- 
Moon,  St.  Neots,  was  a  leetle  bit  sceptical,  but  now  he  has 
changed  colour.  He  writes  me  that  a  chub  was  brought  in 
to  him  which  weighed  nearly  21b.  and  only  measured  llin. 
"  When  the  chub  was  opened  "  it  was  discovered  that  it 
had  been  feeding  on  chocolate.  Had  it  fed  on  bullets,  Mr. 
Nash's  chub  might  have  weighed  a  few  pounds  heavier. 
 )  »  t  ♦  ( 

Me.  William  M'Call,  of  Hunter-street,  Liverpool, 
sends  a  copy  of  his  "  Racing  Calendar."  To  all  who  are 
interested  in  "racing"  as  well  as  "fishing,"  this  well- 
printed,  well-edited  work  is  invaluable. 


That  smart  little  paper,  the  Anglers'  Record,  is  once 
more  to  hand  (No.  32,  Vol.  III.,  January,  1900.  As  is 
pretty  well  known  by  London  and  provincial  anglers,  it  is 
the  oflJcial  medium  cf  the  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Anglers.  The  editor,  Mr.  F.  A.  Redding,  is  to 
be  congratulated  once  more  upon  the  "get-up"  and  racy 
contents  of  the  Record.  The  sum  of  £13  has,  by  his 
influence,  been  collected  from  various  clubs,  and  paid  over 
to  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  in  aid  of  the  "Fishing  Gazette 
Tobacco  Fund  for  our  Wounded  Soldiers."  All  honour  to 
the  Yorkshire  boys. 

 >»♦♦<  

As  usual,  the  "  Record  "  is  full  of  interesting  matter. 
"A  Medley,"  by  J.  E.  M.,  is  very  interesting,  "'The 
Voracity  of  Pike,"  by  R.  Bamshaw,  might  by  the 
unitiated  be  considered  a  fairy  tale,  but  I  am  quite  con- 
vinced of  its  veracity.  There  is  also  a  table  giving 
"  comparative  "  weights  and  lengths  of  fish  when  in  con- 
dition. Mr.  Redding  a^k3  readers  to  point  out  any 
inaccuracies  (if  any  exist).  I  hope  to  say  something  on 
this  subject  next  week. 


Under  the  heading.  "  Marshall's  Fund,"  just  in  a  little 
corner  of  the  Record,  appears  the  following  touching 
appsal :  "  Only  a  small  number  of  clubs  having  sent  in 
returns,  we  cannot  announce  a  substantial  sum  as  having 
been  handed  over  to  the  widow.  Surely  if  we  can  collect 
nearly  £13  for  the  '  Tobacco  '  Fund  we  can  do  something 
for  the  widow  and  helpless  children  of  one  so  well  known 
to  us  as  Mr.  Marehall.  Mr.  Roystoa,  White  Swan,  Call- 
lane,  will  be  pleased  to  receive  any  donations  from  club  or 
individual." 

At  last  we  have  obtained  something  like  a  sensible 
decision  from  the  High  Court  on  a  question  which  has 
hitherto  puzzled  all  the  benches  of  magistrates  before 
whom  it  has  been  brought.  Some  time  ago,  two  West 
Riding  men  named  Tiltetson  were  proceeded  against  under 
sect.  22  of  the  Salmon  Finhories  Act,  18"3,  as  extended 
to  trout  and  char  by  sect.  0  of  the  Freeh  Water  Fisheries 
Act  of  1878,  for  taking  trout  from  the  river  Aire  by 
means  of  their  hands,  and  in  a  manner  otherwise  than  by 
a  proper  lioensed  instrument.    When  the  trout  were 


taken  out  of  the  water  by  the  respondents  _  they  had 
apparently  been  poisoned,  and,  although  still  living,  were 
in  a  dying  condition.  The  justices  held  that  there  was  no 
offence  under  the  circumstances  in  taking  the  fish  out  of 
the  water  with  the  hands,  inasmuch  as  there  was  no 
evidence  that  the  respondents  had  poisoned  them. 

 >»»■»<  

It  was  very  wisely  contended  by  Mr.  Waddy,  for  the 
appellants,  that  an  offence  had  been  committed,  and 
pointed  out  that  it  very  often  happened  that,  the  water 
having  being  poisoned  by  one  set  of  men,  other  men  went 
and  got  the  fish  from  the  other  side.  Mr.  Walter 
Stewart  urged  that  the  Acts  were  passed  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  number  of  salmon,  and  the  removal  of 
dying  fish  would  be  beneficial  to  the  fish  left  in  the  water, 
which  at  the  time  in  question  was  very  low.  Therefore, 
taking  into  view  the  object  of  the  statutes,  he  contended 
that  the  respondents  had  committed  no  offence.  _  In  the 
end  Mr.  Justice  Channell,  who  was  fitting  with  Mr. 
Justice  Bucknill,  thought  that  the  conviction  ought  to  be 
afBrmed.  In  this  opinion  Mr.  Justice  Bucknill  concurred, 
and  thus  the  point — unless  the  parties  go  to  the  House  of 
Lords — is  settled  once  and  for  all. 


CoMiNO  before  Mr.  Justice  Bucknill,  who  is  an  enthu- 
siastic angler,  and  who  was,  prior  to  his  elevation  to  the 
bench,  the  president  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society,  every- 
one will  feel  satisfied  with  the  decision,  except,  perhaps, 
the  two  defendants  themselves,  which  is  only  natural.  It 
is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Justice  Bucknill,  whose 
fishing  knowledge  and  law  are  both  sound,  did  not  adjudi- 
cate on  the  last  Norfolk  Broads  cass.  It  might  then  have 
had  a  common  sense  opinion  in  regard  to  what  is  or  is  not 
a  tidal  water. 


Perhaps  the  most  amusing  part  of  the  Yorkshire 
appeal  case,  which  forms  the  subject  of  my  opening  pars, 
was  when  Mr.  Justice  Bucknill  remarked  to  the  counsel 
for  the  appellants  :  "  Look  here,  Mr.  Waddy,  suppose  you 
hooked  a  salmon  a  mile  or  so  up  a  stream,  and  it  got  away 
in  an  injured  condition,  sni  drifted  down  to  where  I  was 
fishing,  and  I  took  it  out  with  my  hand  when  it  was  dying, 
should  I  be  guilty  of  an  offence?"  "Yes,"  said  Mr. 
Waddy,  "  but  there  would  be  a  discretion  in  the  justices 
to  say  that  the  offence  was  a  trivial  one,  which  would  no 
doubt  be  exercised  in  such  a  case."  It  was  a  pretty  point, 
but  at  the  same  time  no  one  who  knows  Mr.  Justice 
Bucknill  can  possibly  imagine  him  doing  such  a  thing. 



THE  INCOMPLEAT  ANGLER. 
He  could  talk  to  you  of  tackle,  and  would  eloquently 
cackle 

Of  all  the  latest  fishing  fads  and  newest  kinis  of  bait. 
He  was  quite  an  fait  with  spinners,  and  would  stigmatise 
as  sinners 

His  friends  whose  knowledge  of  Buoh  things  was  not 
quite  up  to  date. 

He  possessed  great  skill  in  casting,  and  his  brag  was 
everlasting 

Of  how  he  threw  a  loz.  shot  a  hundred  yards  or  so ; 
While  as  for  ichthyology — he  asked  for  an  apology 
Because  we  doubted  what  he  said  anent  a  salmon's  roe. 

He  could  show  fine  form  in  punting,  and  was  good  at 

caddis  hunting, 
A  bag  of  maggots  was  to  him  an  object  of  delight ; 
A  gaff  hook  he  handled  neatly,  and  he  used  to  chortle 

sweetly 

When  picking  fat  round  meal  worms  from  a  heap  of 
flour  at  night. 

By  the  oft-recurring  bubble  he  conld  tell  with  little 
trouble 

The  haunts  of  eels,  and  such-like  fish,  that  wallowed  in 
the  mud ; 

He  had  many  reels  and  winches,  any  size  to  seven  inches. 
And  made  a  famous  ground-bait  with  some  bran  and 
oxen's  blood. 

He  knew  all  the  knots  and  splices,  tiny  twists,  and  strange 

devices 

As  used  to  mend  a  severed  line  when  broken  in  the 
sport ; 

Of  gut  casts  and  floats  he'd  plenty,  while  bis  spoon  baits 
numbered  twenty. 
And  legers,  sea  lines,  plummets,  flies — ^he'd  show  you 
any  sort 

He  would  point  out  nooks  entrancing,  where,  the  morning 
sunlight  glancing. 
Made  the  spot  as  nearly  ideal  as  one  need  ever  wish  ; 

But  though  ardently  he  angled,  and  tried  novelties  new- 
fangled, 

I  must,  to  bo  veracious,  say  he  never  caught  a  fish. 

— J.  P.  HoDnE. 


Love  for  the  noble  woman 

Who  strokes  the  soldier's  head ; 
Who  leans  as  a  sweet,  white  angel 

Above  the  soldier's  bed ; 
Who  kneels  and  who  prays  beside  him  ; 

Who  closes  the  soldier's  eyes  ; 
Who  spreads  the  loved  flag  o'er  him 
When  the  weary  soldier  dies. 

 >  »  »  *  <  ■ 

Scene:  The  well-known  beei  house  of  Brighton,  "The 
Ocean  Wave."  Enter  two  local  Longshoremen.  First 
Worthy:  "  Two 'arves.  Miss,  pleafe."  Second  Worthy: 
"  Whoi's  come  a  ole  Jack  Gunn  P  Aint  seen 'e  lately." 
First  Worthy  :  "  What !  arnt  you  'eard  'bout  'e  ?  Why, 
'e's  gorn  up  t'  th'  'orsepital  to  have  'is  leg  hoff." 
Second  Worthy  :  "  Gam !  What,  foot  an'  all  ?  Then  'e'll 
b  lame  for  life  I'll  'How !  "  Dragnet 
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GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  wis  held  at  the 
Mason's  HallTdvprn,  Col°man-8treet,  B.C  ,  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  and  Mr.  R.  Sa>ire  ocoopied  the  chair.  The 
oommitteu's  report  for  the  year  showed  that  the  society 
was  in  a  sound  financiil  position,  as  could  not  otherwise 
be  expected,  with  the  lar<e  increase  in  memberahip  and  go- 
ahead  policy.  A  considerable  item,  indeed,  is  the  sum 
expended  in  providing  members  with  their  own  private 
trout  ftshing  and  coarse  fishing,  and  amounts  have  not 
been  denied  when  re-stocking  was  considered  desirable. 
Large  numbers  of  yearling  and  two-year-old  trout  have 
been  placed  in  the  Chesham  waters  during  the  year,  not 
because  it  was  feared  that  the  success  of  the  fly  fishers 
would  deplete  the  waters,  which  are  heavily  stocked,  but 
in  order  to  introduce  a  little  fresh  blood.  The  Kelvedon 
waters  are  well  stocked  with  roach,  pike,  &o  ,  and  it 
should  only  require  the  selection  of  a  favourable  day,  as 
regards  weather  and  state  of  water,  to  prove  this.  The 
society  has  found  opportunity  to  contribute^  to  the 
re-stocking  of  public  waters  and  general  preservaticn  work, 
and  by  members  reading  pipers,  holding  discussions,  and 
in  a  variety  of  ways  allowed  no  chance  of  furthering  the 
advancement  of  angling  to  go  by.  The  society  has  lost 
the  services  of  Mr.  Alex.  Wright,  as  hon.  secretary,  owing 
to  the  pressure  of  basiiiesa,  which  is  much  regretted,  as  he 
has  done  the  society  valued  benefit.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
M.P.,  was  re-elected  president;  and  Major  the  Hon.  E.  R. 
Bourke,  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Sir  W.  J. 
Richmond  Cotton,  Bart.  (City  Chamberlain),  and  George 
Chamber?,  Esq.,  J.P.,  as  vice-presidents.  The  committee 
for  the  ensuing  year  were  elf  cted  as  follows  :  Messrs.  G. 
Allen,  C.  8.  Bentley,  J.  P.  Connellan,  M.  Davies,  C.  B. 
Fosbrooke,  F.  A.  Gray,  C.  F.  F.  Buckingham,  8. 
Chasreney,  and  A.  F.  Cowley.  Mr.  Marshall  was 
re  elected  as  hoD.  treasurer,  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  as  hon. 
librarian,  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  as  hon.  curator,  and  Mr.  J.  H. 
Walker  as  hon.  secretary.  It  was  decided  to  place  a 
further  number  of  chub  and  dace  in  the  Kelvedon  waters. 
Fishing  Reports. — Mr.  Fosbrooke,  one  bream  ;  Mr.  Wood- 
ruff, eleven  roach  from  the  Thames  (but  these  were  only 
jast  sizeable,  and  benefited  thereby) ;  Mr.  _  Gray  some 
thirty  roach  one  day,  and  fourteen  the  following  day,  but 
as  several  of  these  fish  weighed  about  lib.  each,  Mr.  Gray 
was  not  so  charitable,  and  they  were  not  all  returned  to  the 
water  ;  Mr.  Scott,  roach  from  the  Lea.  Reports  certainly 
did  not  point  to  any  decided  improvement  in  the  state  of 
the  rivers  at  present.  Finance  and  committee  meetings 
take  place  on  Tuesday  next  at  7  p.m.  Members  are 
reminded  again  that  a  Bohemian  concert  will  take  place 
on  Feb.  13,  and  arrangements  are  being  made  to  provide 
talent  and  items,  so  that  an  entertaining  evening  may  be 
assured.  A  hearty  vote  of  thinks  to  the  chair  terminated 
a  very  interesting  and  busy  evening. 

J.  H.  Walker  (Hon.  Sec.). 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  ordinary  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  Ye  Olde 
Rainbow  Tavern  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  31,  1900,  at  8  p  m., 
Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  in  the  chair.  The  hon.  secretary 
read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at  Deal  and  Soir- 
borongh.  No  members  had  been  out  fishing,  the  sport 
appearing  to  be  still  very  bad.  Mr.  Bates  then  passed 
round  a  new  modification  of  collapsible  boom.  The  hon. 
secretary  announced  that  the  committee  had  decided  to 
award  mfdils  for  specimea  fish,  particulars  of  wfai;h  will 
be  announced  later,  and  furiher  announced  that  Mr.  F.  G. 
Afl  vlo  (a  vice-president  of  the  society)  will  read  a  paper  on 
"  TidpB  in  Relation  to  Marine  Life  "  on  Wednesday  next, 
Feb.  7,  and  it  is  hoped  that  tcere  will  be  a  large  attend- 
ance. The  u^ual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  and  toast  to 
the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  closed  the  meeting. 

Chas  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Smoking  concerts  haya  come  to  be  considered  as  a 
n«>oe88ary  and  valuable  part  of  the  winter  programme  of 
tfaij  society.  Their  popularity  amongst  the  members  is 
undoubted,  and  th»-ir  increasing  artistic  excellence 
warrants  their  repetition  from  time  to  time.  Last  Monday 
the  second  of  these  mnsical  evenings  arranged  by  the 
enterttiinment  committee  came  off  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant,  and  was  on  all  hands  voted  a  great  success. 
There  was  a  gratifying  attendance  of  members,  the  talent 
was  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  interest  was  sustained 
in  the  p'oceedings  from  first  to  lart,  the  chairman,  Mr. 
Robert  C.  Blnndi-11,  presiding  over  the  company  with  that 
geniali  y  and  affabihty  one  would  naturally  look  for  in 
such  a  popular  member  as  the  gentlemdn  named.  The 
magical  menu  was  a  long  one,  so  that  it  is  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  space  so  kindly  allowed 
us  by  the  respected  editor  of  the  FithAng  Gazette 
to  _  deal  fully  with  each  plat  submitted.  The 
choiimin  having  submitted  the  hort  d'rewre  in  the 
shape  of  a  few  appropriate  words  to  open  the  proceedings, 
a  well  arranged  list  of  items  was  discusaed.  The  piano 
solos  and  accompaniments  of  Mr.  Willie  Ronsa  were  with- 
out reproach,  whilst  Mr.  Wallis  Arthur's  comic  touia 
were  oiverting  and  amusing  withal.  Mr.  Herbert  Lin- 
wood's  tenor  pi^-ces  were  carefully  rendered,  being  snng 
with  coDsiderabU  taste  and  feeling.  Mr.  Samuel  Clare 
was  not  less  saccassful,  his  enunciation  being  particnlirly 
good.  An  old  friend  in  the  person  of  Mr.  G«o.  filickmore 
contributed  rrcitations  and  c<jmio  s  mge  which  went  down 
exceedingly  well  Mr.  John  Le  Hay,  a  ventriloquist  of 
note,  de.ighted  the  audience  with  bis  itim'table  d' lis. 
The  hamorous  songs  of  Mr.  R.  A.  Roberts  could  hardly 
have  gone  better,  while  Mr.  John  Hanbury's  comet  bdIos 
came  in  as  a  welcome  change  to  the  vocal  portions  of  the 
programme.   Mr.  Fred.  Upton's  stories,  too,  were  capital. 


Encores  were  numerous  ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  concert  it 
was  the  nnanimoas  opinion  that  the  entertainment  was 
one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  connection  with  the  society. 

M.  G.  E.  DE  0. 


BATH  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  fourth  annual  mfeting  of  thid  young  but  flourishing 
society  took  place  on  Thursday  evening,  Jau  25,  atlhj 
headq  larters  of  the  club,  the  Fall  Moon  Hotel.  The 
prcBiaent,  Mr.  L.  C.  Hare,  presided  over  a  large  and 
representative  assembly.  The  minutes  of  the  last  annual 
meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed,  the  hon.  secre- 
tary presented  his  annual  report.  The  staging  on  the 
association's  water  at  Limpley  S^oke  had  been  satis- 
factorily done  by  the  society's  baihff,  and  had  proved  very 
convenient  and  useful  to  members.  The  report  next 
touched  on  the  cessation  of  the  pumping  in  the  Somerset 
Coal  Canal,  which  had  practically  stopped  all  fishing 
operations,  but  to  balance  this  the  society  had  acquired  a 
new  stretch  of  water  in  the  river  at  Bathampton, 
adjoining  that  already  rented.  Four  competitions  had 
taken  place,  with  results  that  have  already  appeared,  the 
prizes  for  which  will  be  issued  shortly.  Mr.  Foster  Smith 
had  generously  presented  the  club  with  a  silver  fishing 
reel  as  a  prize  for  the  largest  pike  caught  in  the  Avon  by 
any  member  from  the  present  date  to  Deo.  31  next,  when 
the  society's  year  terminates.  The  hon.  treasurer  next 
submitted  his  balance-sheet.  The  document  showed  the 
sitisfaotory  balance  of  £15  lis.  lOd.  in  hand  after  paying 
all  expenses.  The  secretary's  report  and  the  balance-sheet 
were  adopted.  Mr.  F.  Pratt  proposed,  and  Mr.  F.  J. 
Moody  seconded,  the  re-election  of  Mr.  L.  C.  Hare  as 
president,  eulogising  his  services.  This  was  put  to 
the  meeting  and  carried  by  acclamation.  The  presi- 
dent briefly  replied.  The  vice-presidents  were  re- 
elected en  bloc,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Halse. 
Subsequently  the  name  of  Mr.  F.  C.  Fortt  was  substituted 
in  place  of  Mr.  Halse.  Mr.  F.  C.  Fortt  announced  his 
intention  of  retiring  from  the  secretaryship  of  the  club, 
and  received  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  for  his  past  services. 
Mr.  Fortt  then  proposed  Mr.  T.  G.  Brown  as  hon. 
secretary.  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Jelf,  and  carried. 
The  new  hon.  secretary  briefly  returned  thanks.  The 
committee  were  re-elected,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Lee, 
who  wished  to  retire,  and  whose  place  was  filled  by  Mr. 
T.  G.  Harding.  Mr.  F.  J.  Moody  was  re-elected  hon. 
treasurer.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed 
the  proceedings.  Spinning  Minnow. 


^ofes  from  i^e  ^otif). 


Salmon  angling  will  be  in  fuU  swing  all  over  the  north 
in  another  eight  days.  As  the  opening  of  the  season  draws 
near  the  interest  increases,  and  already  orders  are  pouring 
in  on  the  local  tackle  makers  to  send  on  stuff  to  "  the 
front."   

The  11th  falls  on  Sunday  this  year.  That  will  out  the 
netsmen  out  of  six  hours  at  the  opening,  as  according  to 
the  Sunday's  slap  they  may  not  drop  their  leaders  before 
six  o'clock  on  Monday  morning  at  any  time.  At  any  other 
time  they  would  have  been  at  work  at  12  midnight. 

The  Aberdeen  Salmon  Company  have  let  the  Pot  and 
Fords  Station  on  the  tidal  Dte  at  the  annual  rent  of  £600. 
It  was  too  much  for  the  Dee  Improvement  Association  to 
take  over,  and  so  an  outsider  has  stepped  in,  and  will 
make  the  most  of  it.    So  much  the  worse  for  the  Dee. 


The  Dee  Improvement  Association  exists  for  the  chief 
purpose  of  buying  no  the  nets  on  the  river,  and  they  hold 
all  the  netting  stiitions  right  down  to  the  tidal  waters — 
some  eighteen  miles.  But  their  work  will  only  be  complete 
when  they  have  these  lower  stations  also. 


Opinions  are  very  mixed  as  to  the  prospects  of  the 
opening  season  on  the  Dee.  The  great  fear  is  that 
there  will  be  a  scarcity  of  fish  in  spite  of  the  fiae,  open 
winter  and  other  favourable  conditions.  Bat  till  the 
season  opens  this  cannot  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  be 
ascertained.   The  proof  of  the  pudding  is  the  eating  of  it. 

Gapt.  Mitchell,  of  Glassel  House,  Deeside,  died  last 
week,  at  the  early  age  of  fifty.  He  was  an  excellent  all- 
round  sportsman,  and  a  salmon  angler  of  the  first  order. 
The  Cairnton  and  Blackball  Castle  waters  were  his 
farourite  haunts  on  the  Dee,  and  if  fish  were  a-going  the 
genial  captain  was  sure  to  be  among  them. 

The  Mar  Lodge  has  been  the  popular  salmon  fly  in 
the  north  for  some  seasons  past,  and  is  likely  to  become  an 
established  standard  pattern,  so  firmly  has  it  taken  hold. 
It  is  a  combination  of  black  and  white,  and  a  very 
attractive  lure  in  small,  clear  waters  such  as  we  have  been 
more  accustomed  to  of  late  years  thm  otherwise. 


The  Gordon  was  the  great  rage  at  one  time,  and  is 
still  sought  after  as  a  possible  lure  at  any  time  and  almost 
under  any  condition  of  weather  and  water.  The  Puffdm 
bad  its  innings,  so  had  the  Childers,  Butcher,  Akroyd, 
Coachman,  and  others  now  on  the  list  of  standard  flies. 

Apropos  of  naming  flies,  an  old  fly  tyer  who  worked  for 
aDreeiucfirm  was  annoyed  by  an  old  gentleman  with  a  bad 
memory  for  names  to  name  the  fliei)  he  occasionally  bought 
or  got  from  others,  and  this  he  did  in  all  conscience  to  the 
beet  of  his  well-known  ability.  Presented  with  a  non- 
dfs-.ript  one  morning,  and  asked  to  name  it,  he  promptly 
replied,  after  a  minute  examination,  ''It's  the  Slayer, 
sir,"  and  the  Blayer  It  remained  ever  afterwards. 


Mrs.  and  Miss  Pickering  are  down  for  the  first  three 
weeks  of  the  season  on  their  Dee  water,  at  Kincardine 
Lodge,  after  which  they  will  hand  it  over  to  L'.rd 
Garrioch,  who  will  fish  it  up  to  the  end  of  May.  Mr. 
Deverill  has  their  Borrow  stone  reach. 


Mr.  Fortescue,  of  Kingcauesie,  has  let  his  lower  Dee 
reaches  for  three  days  of  the  week,  retaining  the  last  two 
and  the  first  of  the  week  for  Mi-s  Fortescue  and  himself. 
The  Culter  water,  the  Park,  and  Durris  Dee  waters  are 
retained  again  by  last  year's  tenants. 


Mr.  Haslam  has  the  Carlrgie,  Dee,  for  the  season,  and 
John  Sherrit  goes  to  him  as  gillie.  If  fish  are  not  killed 
on  this  tine  low-water  section  it  won't  be  for  the  lack  of 
skill,  or  the  ability  to  put  it  in  practice. 


The  Hon.  Charles  Fitzwilliam  has  taken  the  Ballo;;ie 
water  for  the  spring,  in  succession  to  Mr.  Edward 
Drummond,  who  fished  it  regularly  during  the  pist  fifteen 
yeirs.  It  is  a  good  all-round  water  in  any  state  of  the 
river.   

Athongh  the  Helmsdale  opened  on  .Ian.  12  no  angling 
has  yet  been  done  on  it,  the  proprietors  preferring  to  kf  ep 
it  "  fallow  "  till  Feb.  1.  The  nets  are  also  in  the  control 
of  the  lessees,  and  will  be  but  sparingly  used  until  a  good 
head  of  fish  is  forward  for  sporting  purposes. 


A  slight  snowstorm  is  being  experienced  over  the  North 
of  Scotland,  but  nothing  to  speak  of,  or  in  anywise  inter- 
fere with  the  prospects  of  the  coming  sesson.  It  is  all 
the  better  when  it  comes  now  rather  than  later  on. 


The  hotel  waters  are  all  pretty  well  let  up  on  the  Dee, 
for  the  opening  weeks  at  least.  The  war  cloud  makes 
little  difference  to  them,  as  they  are  usually  taken  for 
short  periods,  by  the  week  or  month,  by  the  city  men 
anxious  for  a  whiff  of  the  mountain  air. 


The  Ythan  and  Ugie  do  not  open  till  Feb.  25,  but 
already  the  finnock  is  proclaiming  his  presence  by  his 
frequent  gyrations  in  the  tidal  waters  of  both  streams. 


Lady  Cathcart  Gordon  is  interesting  herself  very  much 
in  Lord  Lovat's  corps  of  gillie  scouts,  and  encouraging  her 
young  men  in  the  west  to  enlist.  The  corps  will  be 
mustered  at  Beauly  Castle  this  week,  and  the  medical  and 
other  tests  gone  through,  when  they  will  leave  after  a  very 
little  preliminary  training  for  the  front. 

Special  Scotoh. 


Iprdvincfal  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
It  will  be  seen  from  the  report  of  the  late  Severn 
Fishery  Board  meeting,  held  in  Birmingham  on  Thurs- 
day, Jan.  25,  last,  that  we  are  beginning  to  come  to 
an  understanding  with  the  board  as  to  the  ways  and 
means  of  fishing  the  river  in  the  future  without  running 
the  risk  of  _  being  prosecuted.     From  what  has  lately 
transpired  it  goes  to  show  that  the  board  intends  to 
acquire  the  landowners'  rights,  so  that  anglers  may  go 
upon  the  land  without  fear  of  being  prosecuted  for  tres- 
pass.   For  this  privilege  the  angler  will  have  to  take  out 
a  separate  ticket,  for  which  he  will  be  char^;ed  Is., 
independent  of  the  shilling  trout  licence.    It  has  been 
said  that  there  are  very  few  trout  below  Lincomb  Weir, 
so  that  under  the  new  regulations  the  shilling  ticket  will 
only  be  required;  but  above  Lincomb  Weir,  where  trout 
are  to  be  tound,  it  will  be  advisable  for  anglers  to  be 
furnished  with  the  trout  licence  also.    Now,  in  return 
for  this,  _  the  board  are  deairous  to   put  a  stop  to 
the    netting  which  has   for   some    considerable  time 
been  the  means  of  depleting  the  river.  The  upper  reaches  of 
the  river  will  be  netted  nnJer  the  supervision  of  a  bai.iff, 
and  the  coarse  fish,  which  are  and  to  cause  so  much  destruc- 
tion to  the  salmon  and  trout,  will  be  transported  to  the  parts 
below  Linoomo  Weir.    The  bjard  have  also  very  wisely 
fixed  a  limit  as  to  the  fish  to  be  retained.    No  fish  aader 
6in.,  except  gudgeon,  piSe,  ruffrs,  and  bleak,  are  to  be 
taken ;  independent  of  this  the  board  have  decided  to 
recognise  the  close  time.  No  contests  will  be  allowed  except 
by  permission  of  the  board,  and  I  take  it  tnat  clubs  whose 
members  do  not  take  out  the  shilling  tickets  will  ba  allowed 
to  fish  a  contest  upon  a  fixed  payment,  according  to  the 
number  of  contestants.    Tne  whole  of  these  new  regula- 
tions have  been  very  wisely  oontidered  by  the  ex-'cutive 
committee  in  order  to  avoid  any  unpleasantness  in  the 
future  with  the  anglers,  and  I  am  pleaiedto  siy  that,  with 
very  slight    alterations,  the  whole  of   the   new  bye- 
laws   were  adopted,  and  I  hope  that  our  members 
will  now  do  what  they  can  to  assist  the  board,  and 
take  out  both  licences  and  tickets,  in  order  to  in- 
crease the  revenues  of  the  board,  who  will  no  doubt 
do  something  more  for  us  in  the  future.     The  part 
of  the  Severn  where  the  new  rules  will  come  into  opera- 
tion could  be  made  in  a  few  years  a  splendid  stretch  of 
ooirse  fishing,  providing  it  was  properly  looked  after. 
The  committee  of  the  Old  Green  Man  Sociery,  togetner 
with  several  of  the  chief  ofiBoere  of  the  Birmingham 
Association,  have  been  busy  ot  late  in  making  their  final 
arrangements  for  their  concert,  which  is  to  be  held  at  the 
Birmingham  Arms  Hotel  on  Thursday  evening,  Feb.  8. 
A  large  cumpiny  of  artistes  wul  appe»r,  and  no  trouble 
will  ba  spared  to  make  the  evening  as  ei  j  lyable  as 
possible.    The  pr<  ceda  of  the  co.o-rt  will  g  >  towards 
clearing  the  oebt  "f  £13  owing,  through  the  neglect  of  the 
lite  secretary,  to' he  treasurer.  I  hope  to  see  a  large  must  r, 
so  that  the  club  can  start  again  with  a  clean  sheet.  Mr. 
S.  Bhand,  the  chief  oomedMui  at  our  Prince  of  Wales' 
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(late  Coldstream   Guards   and  Lieut-Colonel  Cmnniandiiig 
Honourable  Artillery  Company). 
Our  Peace  Training  for  War.     Guilty  or  Not  Guilty  ?  By 

Colonel  Lonsdale  Hale. 
Dr.  Mivart  o  >  the  Continuiiy  of  Catholicism.     By  the  Rev. 

Father  Clarke,  S.J. 
The  Two  Reports  of  the  Licensing  Commission.    By  the  Right 

Hon.  Sir  Algernon  West,  K.C.B.  (Vice-Chainna,'  ). 
Th«  Georgics  of  Virgil,  Book  II.,  lines  4.58-542.    By  the  Right 

Hon.  Lord  Burghcleee. 
The  New  Mysticism   in   Scandinavia.     By  Miss  Hermione 
Ramsden. 

Electrical   Engineering   and   the   Municipalities.     By  A.  A. 

Campbell  Swinton,  M.Inst  C.E. 
Harmonic  Literature.    By  Joseph  H.  Choate,  junior. 
Ancient  Egyptian  Ceramic  Art.    By  Henry  Wallis. 
Some  Stray  Shots  and  a  Moral.    By  R.  B.  Townshend. 
In  the  Alps  of  Dauphine.    By  Miss  Gertrude  Lothian  Bell. 
Neutrals  and  the  War.    By  John  Macdonell,  C.B. 
The  Newspapers.    By  Sir  Wemyss  Reid. 
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FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(7*0  Iht  Trade  only). 

UAPVI  rC  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers. 
nAUIVLCO  Seals'  Fur,  Pigs'Wool, &e. 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES,  Mardyke.  Cork. 


Anglers  wishlngf  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams,' 

SHODLD  ADVBRTISK  IN 

THE  ALPRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL 

Charges  very  Uoderate 
Address :  Klnir  Street  Alfreton. 


Ang'lers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o.. 

SHOCLD  ADVBBT18E  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE, 

Address :  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambrld{(e. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN.  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  Or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Gbronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  adyts.,  2.5  words  for  Is.  prepaid. 
Address  :  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain- 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Pishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  AOTBBTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record, 

Wattled  Advls.,  18  v>ordt,ed. ;  30  words,  Is.,  prepaid. 
Address :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 
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This  High-class  Weekly  Journal  is  the  only  periodical  dealing  exclusively  an( 
comprehensively  with  the  growing  subject  of  artificial  incubation,    its  columnj 
are  invaluable  to  the  operator,  its  aim  being  to  elucidate  the  vexed  problems  of 
this  important  pursuit. 

EVERY  FRIDAY,  PRICE  ONE  PENNY.      OF  ALL  NEWSAGENTS. 


SiibMcription/i  and  AdvertitementH  received  by  the  Rublishera, 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  8t  COMPANY,  FETTER  LANE,  LONDON,  E.G, 
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pantomime,  is  an  ardent  angler,  and  devotes  his  spare 
time  at  the  waterside ;  he  has  been  out  with  Mr. 
Coles  upon  seve  al  occaaioEg,  and  has  met  with  very  good 
gport.  List  week  he  took  two  very  nice  pike  from  the 
Trent  at  Alrewas.  A  party  of  gentlemen  who  are  sub- 
pcribers  to  Cofton  reservoir  at  Barnt  Green  sacoeeded  in 
taking  twelve  pike  last  Thursday  from  the  water 
mentioned.  This  is  a  grand  piece  of  water,  and  is  well 
stocked  with  fi^h.  The  new  water  just  rented  by  the 
Dudley  Club  near  to  Broadwaters,  has  so  far  turned  out 
very  satisfactory,  as  since  my  last  notes  were  forwarded 
Mr.  R'>wton,  of  Hall-street,  Dudley,  captured  a  pike  of 
16Jlb.  in  good  condition.  It  is  being  set  up  for  the  club. 
FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

In  this  district  angling  matters  continue  unusually  quiet, 
owing,  ij  a  measure,  to  the  fluctuation  of  the  waters.  The 
streams  have  again  been  disturbed  by  heavy  rain,  and 
they  have  coneeqaently  been  out  of  condition  for  pike 
fishing;  but  those  who  had  a  spell  of  trolling  last  week- 
end on  the  Wit  ham,  found  the  fish  fairly  active  in  the 
Bardney,  Kirkstead,  and  Tattershall  districts,  and  several 
nice  size!  tish  were  taken.  On  the  other  waiters,  however, 
nothing  noteworthy  occurred  so  far  as  pike  were  con- 
cerned. Jioach  fishing  has  been  prosecuted  with  a  degree 
of  satisfaction  on  the  Witham,  at  Dogdyke,  near  to  the 
jucction  of  the  Sleaford  Canal,  and  also  on  the  lengths  at 
Bardney.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  whether  any  Lincoln- 
shire water  has  fished  bo  well  in  this  particular  branch  of 
sport  as  the  Glen,  at  Surfleet,  which  continaes  to  afford 
ample  proof  of  the  vast  quantities  of  roach  its  waters 
contain.  Many  good  bags  have  been  obtained  with  the 
nae  of  the  worm,  and  the  resort  is  one  which  winter  fisher- 
men should  not  overlook.  The  reports  from  the  Forty- 
foot  and  Welland  are  encouraging,  but  the  sport  has 
undergone  a  check  this  week,  owing  to  a  rise — the  outcome 
of  further  rain. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  items  to  anglers  in  this 
district  during  the  past  week  has  been  the  presenting  of 
the  Hull  Neu-s  annual  prize  for  spaoimen  fish  caught 
during  the  season.  The  prize,  a  valuable  marble  time- 
piece, was  this  time  awarded  to  Mr.  Arthur  Marshall,  a 
member  of  the  Central  Hull  Angling  Association,  whose 
headquarters  are  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  in  Carr-lane, 
and  presented  to  him  at  their  annual  dinner,  which  took 
place  on  Tuesday  evening;  and  out  of  seventy-eight 
specimen  fish  weight d-in  during  the  past  season  by 
members  of  Hull  clubs,  he  had  secured  no  less  than 
fourteen  points,  which  included  three  dace  scaling 
from  7oz.  to  Sfiz.  each;  ten  roach  scaling  from  lib.  to 
lib.  8|oz.  each  ;  and  a  bream  of  lib. ;  and  amonest  the  other 
fish  weighed  and  recorded,  which  were  chiefly  from  the 
river  Hull,  were  threa  chub,  scaling  from  21b.  6jz.  to 
21b.  12§'  z.  each,  and  in  the  trout  list  were  one  of  21b  7oz  , 
by  Mr.  F.  Owbridge  ;  21b.  lOoz.,  by  Mr.  H.  Whitfield; 
31b.  IJoz.,  by  Mr.  B.  Moore  ;  and  one  of  41b.  loz  ,  by  Mr. 
E.  H.  Barlow.  There  were  also  several  very  gocd  bream 
in  the  list,  proving  that  our  local  river  is  still  noted  for 
good  fish.  The  Victoria  Angling  Society  have  just  el  'cted 
their  officers  for  the  coming  season,  Mr.  W.  Downsworth 
being  chcsen  president;  Mr.  J.  Woodall,  vice-president; 
Mr.  B.  HUl,  treasurer ;  and  Mr.  H  Raweon  as  secretary  ; 
Mr.  J.  White  to  be  the  custodiin  of  the  sciles  and  weights. 
They  have  also  fixed  their  matches  for  the  season,  the 
river  Hull,  at  Dnnswell,  being  selected  for  the  annual  open 
angling  match,  which  will  take  place  on  Mty  5  ;  whilst  the 
River  Hull  Angling  Society  will  h  >ld  their  annual  match 
(open  to  all  comers)  at  the  same  pluc?  a  fortnight  later, 
May  19.  Although  most  of  our  local  waters  were  fining 
down  again  and  getting  into  condition,  the  weather  has 
be«n  so  ur  propitious  that  few  atg'ers  have  ventured  out, 
and  those  that  did  brave  the  elements  only  met  with  very 
moderate  sport.  A  few  fair-sized  pike  were  taken  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Arram  and  Walton  Becb-euds,  one  fish 
estimated  to  weigh  about  91b.  being  taken  ;  odd  roach  and 
perch  have  also  been  taken  in  the  Brigham  and  Driffield 
district.  On  Saturday  evening  last  the  members  of  the 
Driffield  Hearts  of  Oik  Angling  Society  held  their  annual 
spread  at  the  Cricketers'  Arms,  and  electsd  their  executive 
for  the  season  of  1900,  Mr.  G.  W.  Stockton  being  elected 
to  the  presidential  chair,  to  be  assisted  in  the  vice-chair  by 
Mr.  C.  Wood,  Mr.  A.  Hope  being  appointed  treasurer, 
and  Mr.  T.  Waites  hon.  secretary  ;  and  during  the 
eveoiig  Mr.  A.  Waites  was  presetted  with  the  society's 
gold  medal  for  most  points  in  the  matches  of  the  past 
season.  The  annual  meeting  and  distribution  of  prizes  for 
specimen  fish  caught  during  the  past  season  by  members  of 
the  Hull  and  District  Amalgxmited  Arglers'  Association 
took  place  at  the  Queen's  Hotel  on  Thursday  evening, 
Jan.  25,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Bljthe  Kemp  ;  and 
after  the  prizes  had  been  presented,  the  treisurer  (Mr  G. 
Turner)  read  out  the  balance-sheet  for  th«  season  of  1899, 
which  showfd  a  balance  in  hand  of  £27  lis.  6d.,  after 
deducting  all  rzpenees  of  the  past  year's  working  and  a 
donation  of  £o  each  to  two  of  the  officers  for  valuable 
services  rendered  to  the  association.  The  members' 
privilege  tickets  for  1900  are  now  ready,  and  can  be 
obtained  of  the  registrar,  Mr.W.Ives,  2,  Beaumont-terrace, 
Beanmont-street,  East  Hull.  The  next  council  meeting 
of  the  amalgamation  will  be  held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel  on 
Feb  7.  The  East  Hull  Brass  Band  Angling  Society  held 
their  annual  n  eeting  at  their  club-room  on  Monday, 
Jan.  22,  and  elected  officers  for  the  ssason  as  follows  : 
President,  Mr.  W.  Simmonds ;  vice-president,  Mr.  W. 
Orav;  treasurer,  Mr.  T.  Xorthern  ;  and  secretary,  Mr. 
W.  Whitehead. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
The  Wigan  and  District  Ar  glers'  Amalgamated  Society 
havedfcided  to  hold  their  tnanal  dinner  on  Feb.  10  at 
headriuarters.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Sale  Angling 
Society  elected  the  following  officers,  Ac,  for  1000; 
Preiident,   Mr.   II.   Karsdorf ;   vice-president,   Mr.  E. 


'  Woodhouse  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  R.  Pilling;  secretary,  Mepsrs. 
J.  W.  Gresty,  Rose  Cottage,  48,  Marsland-road.  An 
efficient  committee  will  support  these  officers.  To  day 
they  are  expecting  a  consignment  of  fish  for  re-stocking 
their  private  waters.  The  Warrinsfton  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion on  Saturday  last  were  engaged  in  a  congenial  task — 
that  of  trantferring  1000  large  fish  to  their  waters  at 
Lymm,  which  they  are  re-stocking  during  the  winter.  The 
new  keeper  has  enterf  d  on  his  duti^g,  and  thn  appoint- 
ment has  met  with  general  approval.  The  Warrington 
Vio'oria  Angling  Society  has  just  elec'ed  the  following 
execufive :  Messrs.  W.  Bolton,  W.  H.  Gandy,  J.  Al'c  ck, 
S.  Tbomis,  and  J.  Boardman,  with  Mr.  E.  Gilbert 
as  S9crttiry.  The  new  library  is  progressing  sitis- 
faotorily,  and  shortly  will  receive  many  more  books. 
The  annual  dinter  of  the  Stockport  County  Anglers' 
Association  was  a  pronounced  sncoe-s,  everyone  strising  to 
make  it  so.  During  the  evening  the  mual  collection  was 
made  for  those  suffering  from  the  existing  unfortunate 
war,  which  realised  15?.  Last  Saturday  an  exceptionally 
fine  lot  of  roach,  perch,  and  bream  arrived,  and  were 
turned  into  their  private  local  waters.  To-day  the  execu- 
tive council  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association  meet  at 
Liverpool,  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Liverpool  City 
Anglers'  Association,  Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation- 
row,  at  4  p  m.  The  agenda  includes  the  ordinary  routine 
business,  such  as  minutes,  correspondence,  and  business 
ex-same,  report  re  Sncdiy  fishing,  question  of  holding  a 
grand  fishing  match  at  Salnick,  disposal  of  Deft  nee  Fiind, 
next  place  of  meeting,  and  proof  of  travelling  cards,  which, 
judging  by  its  bulk  in  the  proof,  will  take  some 
carrying.  A  great  amotint  of  activity  prevails  at 
Liverpool :  the  West  Derby  Angling  Club  were  noted 
for  the  annual  feed  and  smoker  for  Thursday  last. 
Next  Wednesday,  Feb.  7,  the  Nelson  Angling  Society  are 
noted  for  a  social  evening  at  headquarters.  The  members 
have  decided  to  erect  a  large  pavilion  for  the  convenience 
of  the  society  when  fishing.  Several  members  of  the 
Central  Angling  Club,  fishing  at  Bangor-on-Dee,  found 
the  river  in  flood,  but  Mr.  T.  White  had_  a  good  catch. 
Several  good  prizes  are  offered  for  the  coming  season,  and 
there  are  a  number  of  important  items  receiving  attention 
just  now.  Two  members  of  the  Brookfield  Angling 
Society,  Messrs.  E.  Williamson  and  H.  Torkington, 
fishing  in  a  Cheshire  mere,  report  some  good  sport  among 
the  pike.  The  total  was  351b  ,  which  included  a  fish  of 
18|lb.,  a  very  fine  specimen  indeed.  It  is  in  the  hands  of 
a  local  taxidermist,  and  when  completed  will  be  on  view  at 
the  Bamford  Arms. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Wellington  A.S.,  Moston, 
those  present  were  able  to  congrattdate  themselves  on 
successfully  passing  through  another  financial  year,  and 
starting  a  fresh  with  a  good  balance  in  hand.  The 
following  is  their  new  executive:  President,  Mr.  C. 
Whitehurst ;  vice-presidents,  Messrs.  W.  Moore  and  W. 
Prescott;  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Gregory;  secretary.  Mr.  A. 
Grundy  ;  committee,  Messrs.  R.  Mottram,  H.  Harpham, 
F.  Greenwood,  G.  Gibbs,  and  J.  Longworth.  On  Feb.  14 
a  social  reunion  of  past  and  present  members  is  arranged 
for.  The  Sun  A. 8  ,  Hulme.at  their  last  meeting,  held  at 
headquarters,  elected  the  following  officers :  President, 
Mr.  T.  Hassall ;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Wood  ;  secretary,  Mr. 
W.  Dyson,  jun.  A  good  committee  completes  the  execu- 
tive. The  year  ended  with  a  balance  in  hand.  New 
members  were  elected,  and  there  are  still  a  few  vacancies. 
The  secretary's  address  is  No.  4,  Hargreaves-street, 
Hulm-^,  Manchester.  Mr.  R.  Ramsbottom  has  issued 
his  eighteenth  annual  gut  crop  report,  which  is 
interesting.  He  anticipates  a  demand  for  salmon 
gut  and  fine  trout  gut  that  will  exceed  the 
supply.  Let  ns  hope  so,  but  the  statement  is  open  to 
question  with  so  many  away  at  the  front.  The  Union 
Chapel  A.8.  social  evening  on  Jan.  29  was  a  great  success, 
and  gave  great  pleasure  to  all  present.  During  the 
evening  the  hat  went  round  aa  usual  for  those  suffering  by 
the  existing  war,  and  93.  6d.  goes  into  the  coffers.  The 
last  meeting  of  the  Moss  Side  Social  A  S.  was  a  huge 
succeas,  if  reports  of  those  present  can  be  relied  on.  Charity 
prevailed,  and  our  wounded  soldiers  are  to  have  Gs  8d. 
worth  of,  not  legal  advice,  but  tobacco ;  but  it  must  not  be 
thought  for  one  moment  that  the  M  S  8.  charity  all  ends 
in  smoke.  On  the  8th  their  annual  dinner  takes  p'ace, 
when  a  good  muster  is  sure  to  be  in  evidence.  On  the 
29th  the  G«orge  A.S.  held  a  meeting,  and  disposed  of 
a  lot  of  routine  business.  One  of  their  members,  Mr. 
C.  Whitehurst,  has  been  elected  to  the  chair  of  the 
Wellington  A.S.  The  travelling  cards  of  the  County 
Palatim^  Anglers'  Association  are  now  ready  for  distribu- 
ti'  n.  They  are  well  got  up,  and  reflect  great  credit  on  the 
executive  officer  responsible.  It  is  quite  impossible  to 
produce  a  perfect  card,  for  the  railway  companies  are 
continually  granting  fresh  favours.  To-day  this  associa- 
tion are  eip'O'ing  a  lot  of  fine  fish  for  re-stocking  the 
Macilesfield  Canal.    They  will  be  turned  in  at  High  Lane. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
The  waters  of  this  district  are  in  fair  condition  for  the 
time  of  year.  The  rivers  are  discoloured  in  some  places, 
but  in  others  are  in  nice  trim  for  roach  fishing,  while  the 
broads  are  in  good  order  for  pike  fishing.  Very  little  has 
been  done  owing  to  the  bad  weather,  but  on  Thursday  last 
Mr.  Lamb,  of  Wroxham,  took  a  nice  pike  of  18lb.  on 
Wroxham  Brood.  Now  that  we  are  into  February,  pro- 
verbially the  best  month  in  this  district,  some  good  fish 
ought  to  be  killed  shortly. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
Spcrt  has  been  more  lively  compared  with  the  previous 
week,  aiid  but  for  rain  and  cold  north-east  winds  sub- 
stantial bags  of  coarse  fish  would  doubtless  have  been 
made.  With  the  departure  of  January  on  Wednesday 
meteorological  readings  disclosed  the  fact  that  we  had 
only  enjoyed  one  fine  day  during  the  month.   At  Westoa 


Cliff— in  the  pool— on  Friday,  Jan.  20,  Mr.  T.  Skidmore 
and  Mr.  W.  Wright,  of  the  Forest  Inn  Society,  ran  and 
landed  several  choice  pike,  best  91b.  ;  and  in  the  same 
waters,  after  the  last  flood,  Mr.  J.  Birkin  and  Mr.  G. 
Marsilen  had  the  good  fortune  to  acC'>ant  for  681b.  On 
Monday  pike  were  killed  by  Mr.  J.  Wilson  aijd  Mr.  T. 
Foster  at  Hazl--f'>rd  ;  and  lower  down  the  river,  or  at 
Kelham,  Mr  H.  Coxon  and  frii-nd  secured  five  of  about 
30ib.  Seven— four  returned- were  ciught  in  the  same 
waters  on  Satmrdty  by  Mr.  J.  West ;  and  tbe  clope  of  the 
m-'nth  on  Wednesday  brought  the  season  ro  a  termination. 
Pike  were  secured  by  Mr.  E.  Bayley  at  Wilford  oii  Tues- 
day, and  some  large  fish  were  brought  up  by  privilcgpd 
wielders  of  the  rod  from  Stoke.  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis 
and  Mr.  W.  Birks  oreelpd  a  variety  of  coarse  fiih  with  the 
worm  at  Cavendish  Bridge  on  Saturday  ;  and  amongst  a 
large  number  of  roach  bagged  higher  up  the  river  with 
the  tail  end  by  Mr.  H.  Coxon  were  two  weighing  lib  12oz. 
and  lib.  lOJoz  respectively.  They  were  in  aplem  il  con- 
dition. Mr.  Fields  Weston,  of  Beeston,  has  been  doing 
well  amongst  roach  in  the  deeps  above  the  weirs  at  the 
"  Rylands,"  and  roach  and  small  bream  have  been  met 
with  at  Colwich  (Parson's  Ait),  Holme  Pierrepont, 
Clifton  Grove,  and  Radcliffe  Bend. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD, 

The  weather  we  have  been  experiencing  of  late  has  not 
been  at  all  propitious  for  angling.  Whilst  the  rain,  sleet, 
and  cold  combined  has  had  a  deterrent  effect,  the  waters 
have  generally  been  much  too  high.  Those  who  have 
ventured  to  try  the  Trent  have  done  very  moderately,  but 
pike  fishing  with  live  bait  near  Dogdyke  has  been  fairly 
successful,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  secured.  On 
favourable  occaeiins  fair  sport  has  been  secured  in  the 
Witham  among  the  roach,  and  I  hear  of  some  good  fish, 
running  to  lib.  apiece,  having  been  secured  by  one  of  our 
most  expert  anglers. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  most  satisfactory  feature  of  the  annual  general 
meeting  of  the  Severn  Conservancy  Board,  held  at  Birming- 
ham last  week,  was  the  confirmation  of  the  agreement 
which  has  been  arrived  at  between  the  anglers  of  the  lower 
waters  and  the  board,  an  arrangement  wLich  was  initiated 
by  the  chairman,  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  and  practically 
agreed  upon,  prior  to  the  meeting,  by  the  anglers'  represen- 
tatives and  the  exfcative  committee  of  the  board.  It  is 
devoutly  to  be  hoped  that  the  good. understanding  which 
has  been  brought  about  will  be  maintained,  and  that 
improved  sport,  and  the  bitter  government  of  the  fisheries, 
will  result  therefrom.  Mr.  Willis  Bund  at  the  meeting 
suggested  that  the  Shropshire  Association  might  throw  in 
their  lot  with  the  board,  and  hand  over  to  the  conservators 
the  rights  which  they  possess  over  the  greater  part  of  the 
fishing  in  Salop.  It  is  possible  that  this  may  ultimately 
be  done,  and  one  or  two  riparian  proprietors  from 
Shropshire  are  not  averse  from  the  proposal.  If, 
however,  the  Shropshire  Association  agrees  to  this,  it 
is  only  natural  that  they  would  require  the  board  to  make 
special  concessions  in  return,  and  that  they  would  also 
reserve  the  right  of  cancelling  any  arrangement  which  did 
not  operate  satisfactorily.  The  association  would,  by 
handing  over  to  the  board  many  miles  of  eioelleLt  fishin  tj 
give  the  conservators  the  means  of  very  considerably 
adding  to  their  income  from  tickets  and  lioences,  and  in 
return  they  should  stipulate  for  the  board  to  spend  a  con- 
siderable sum  in  protecting  the  river  and  in  improving  the 
trout  and  also  the  salmon  fishing,  if,  indeed,  the  latter  be 
now  possible.  It  would,  however,  seem  premature  for 
the  association  at  this  time  to  enter  upon  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  that  indicated  by  Mr.  Willis  Bund,  and  the  wiser 
course  would  be  to  wait  to  see  how  the  new  order  of  things 
with  regard  to  the  lower  waters  progresses.  So  crippled 
are  the  financial  resources  of  the  board  that  all  the  associa- 
tion can  practically  now  get  from  the  conservators  will  be 
the  services  of  one  or  two  bailiffs,  and  these  services  are 
already  at  the  disposal  of  the  association  without  the 
necessity  of  handing  over  the  fishery  rights  to  the  board. 
For  the  present  it  will,  perhaps,  be  wise  for  the  association 
to  continue  to  control  their  own  part  of  the  river,  and 
receive  for  its  own  purposes,  as  hitherto,  the  revenue 
derived  from  the  sale  of  tickets. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Severn  is  still  high,  and  a  strong  stain  on  the 
water.  Many  have  been  out,  and  with  the  worm  and  the 
paste  have  taken  a  respectable  quantity  of  roach  and  a  few 
dace,  and  with  pith  and  brains  soae  fine  chub.  _  Pike 
fishing  in  the  rivers  quite  a  failure,  but  a  party  fishing  in 
private  water  did  well,  taking  seventeen  fish  between  four 
of  them,  largfst  lOlb.  Two  of  the  regulations  for  anglers 
proposed  and  ptssed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  on  Jan.  25  are  most  distastef  al  to  the  whole  of  the 
angling  clubs  in  the  Worcester  district.  As  a  body  they 
are  willing  to  take  a  ticket  from  the  biard  to  help  to  pro- 
vide the  necessary  funds  to  protect  the  fishing  on  the  river 
Severn,  but  Rule  1  insists  that  a  trout  licence  must  be 
taken  out  before  the  ticket  will  be  grinted.  Now  there 
are  n  y  trout  in  the  river  between  Lincomb  Weir  and 
Tewkesbury,  and  the  board  has  no  legal  power  to  cotnpel 
anglers  to  take  a  trout  licence  ;  moreover,  the  regulations 
can  only  be  enforced  on  water  the  fishing  rights  of  which 
have  been  acquired  by  the  board  from  riparian  owners,  of 
which  they  have  little  or  none  it  is  said  in  this  district. 
Anglers  are  strongly  opposed  to  it,  and  the  board  will 
therefore  lose  the  support  of  the  whole  body  of  Worcester 
anglers,  with  the  exception  of  those  who  fish  trout 
streams,  and  who,  of  course,  take  out  trout  licences 
annually.  The  other  rule  objected  to  is  Rule  4,  which 
allows  no  netting  to  be  done  in  the  water  rented  by  the 
board,  only  under  the  supervision  of  the  officers  of  the 
board,  and  applies  to  salmon  nets  as  well  as  those  used  for 
coarse  fish.  It  met  with  strong  opposition  at  the  meeting, 
and  will  be  a  strong  reason  why  riparian  owners  should 
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not  rent  their  waters  to  the  board.  It  is  a  regulation  that 
will,  if  carried  out,  destroy  the  salmon  fisherman's  source 
of  livelihood,  and  be  ruinous  to  his  wife  and  family,  and 
an  injury  to  the  salmon-eating  public.  The  only  ones  to 
benefit  by  it  will  be  those  who  reside  in  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  river — who,  no  doubt,  are  hoping  to  see  the  regula- 
tion b  put  in  force.  It  is  hoped  the  board  will  reconsider 
the  matter. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  milder  spell  of  weather  baa  been  of  brief  duration. 
The  nor'-easters  are  still  spending  their  rage,  and  the 
usual  atmospheric  discomforts  are  prevalent — cloudy  skies, 
cold  winds,  iotermittent  in  character,  and  tantalising 
rains,  which  are  aenerally  of  the '' Scotch  mist"  order. 
Under  such  conditions  the  pursuit  of  angling  has  not  bpen 
a  j  >yous  undertaking,  and  no  wonder  that  these  past  few 
days  rodmen  were  chary  about  going  forth.  Torkshiremen 
are  as  invulnerable  as  it  is  possible  to  be  to  external 
surroundings,  and  the  fishermen  of  the  broad  acres  are 
spcond  to  none  in  other  shires  in  natural  hardihood.  But 
with  influenza  rampant  even  they  are  not  too  eager  to 
tempt  the  microbes  to  fasten  upon  their  weakest  spots  by 
catching  colds  which  cm  be  avoided.  Those  who  have 
braved  the  uncongenial  weather  have  not  been  rewarded 
wi:h  extraordinary  sport.  Very  little  coarse  fishing  has 
been  possible,  owing  to  the  high  and  disoolourpd 
etate  of  racgt  of  the  rivers.  The  angler  who 
on  the  Hampshire  Avon  the  other  day  killed 
fifteen  pike,  weighing  106ib.,  has  not  had  a  counterpart  in 
luck  in  this  quarter.  Three  York  anglers  who  recently 
sallied  forth  to  a  private  stretch  of  the  river  Derwent 
managed  to  catch  between  them  eleven  pike,  ranging  in 
weight  from  3  b.  to  71b  ,  all  being  taken  on  live  bait 
tackle.  Graylirg  is  not  io  quest  after  the  end  of  January 
on  most  Yorkshire  waters,  altboaeh,  as  many  regret,  this 
fine  sporting  fish  is  regirded  as  coarse  fi-h  in  the  Mundella 
Act,  as  it  does  not  e^me  nn'^er  legal  protection  until  the 
middle  of  March  A  reotifica'ion  seems  depirable,  and 
thrse  more  particularly  interested  in  grayling  fishing 
ought  to  be  trusted  to  move  in  the  matter.  The  voluntary 
protection  in  vogue,  however  commendable  in  itself,  is 
insufficient.  Trout  ate  well  forward,  and  there  is  promise 
of  good  pport.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  E-k  Fishery 
Aes  >ciation  it  was  reported  that  the  committee  had 
arranged  for  2000  yearling  trout  to  bo  sent  down  from  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery  Company  during  February. 


ComsyonUtnct 

[Tf«  do  not  hold  ourselvet  responsible  for  the  ojpinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


A  NEW  SHOOTING  AND  FISHING  AGENCY. 

Dear  Marston, — I  have  opened  an  agency  at  Salisbury 
for  tbe  lettinss  and  sales  of  shootings  and  fishings  ot  high 
class  only.  Misanderstandings  frequently  arise  between 
lessors  and  lues-tes  of  sporting  rights,  which  are  due  in 
many  cases  to  caf  eless  or  inaccurate  statements  respecting 
the  sporting  capabilities  ot  estates  coming  into  the 
market. 

I  intend  making  the  inspection  of  all  shootings  pnl 
fishings,  and  the  preparation  of  true  reports  as  to  their 
existing  condition  a  prominent  part  of  my  business 
Further,  I  propose  to  give  consultations  and  advice 
respecting  the  improvement  of  neglected  sporting  estates 
and  to  take  in  hand  specially  selected  shootings  and 
fishings  with  a  view  to  their  full  development  for  letting 
or  selling 

During  the  past  twenty  years  I  have  devoted  mnoh  time 
to  the  study  of  the  various  details  of  management  con- 
nected with  the  preservation  of  game,  the  removal  of 
coarse  finh  (where  necessary),  and  the  cultivation  ot 
Salmonidx  in  English  rivers. 

I  hdve  also  paid  considerable  attention  to  the  all- 
imp'>rtant  question  of  the  food  supoly  in  our  chalk 
streams.  With  this  experience  I  feel  justified  in  aoder- 
taking  special  work  of  tte  kind  above  deecribed. 

If  by  any  chance  you  or  any  of  your  friends  oin  put 
business  in  my  hands,  I  will  endeavour  to  caTy  it  through 
with  my  be^t  energy  and  ability  upon  moderate  terms. — 
Yonrs  faithfully,  Walter  H.  Pope. 

South  of  England  Snooting  and  Fishing  Agency, 
Salisbury. 

[We  wish  Mr.  W.  H.  Pope  all  success.  We  have  knonn 
him  many  years,  and  can  fay  with  full  confidence  that 
anyone  who  does  business  with  him  will  find  that  he  is  as 
straight  a  gentleman  as  he  i-i  a  good  fly-fisherman,  and  as 
therH  is  not  a  better  in  England  that  is  saying  a  good  d^al. 
If  you  want  to  take  a  rod  or  let  a  rod,  tahe  a  fishing  or  let 
one,  Mr.  Pnpe's  practical  knowledge  will  be  found  in- 
valuable,—Ed.  F.  O.J   

THE  L\TE  MR.  W.  H.  BROUGHAM. 

Dear  Makhton, — It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  have 
heard  of  the  decense  of  our  good  old  friend,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Brougham.  He  appears  to  have  passed  away  suddenly, 
but  quite  peacefully,  as  if  finking  gently  to  sleep.  He  far 
exceeded  the  unual  span  of  human  lire.  He  was  respected 
and  loved  by  troops  <>(  friends,  and  everyone  else  who  had 
the  privilege  of  liis  acquaintance,  for  he  was  indeed  a  very 
amiible  man,  who,  though  now  taken  from  us  and  laid  to 
rest  so  near  th)  river  he  dearly  loved,  his  memory  will 
be  cherished  and  revered  by  nnmVierless  anglers  and 
others  who  freijuented  the  Tbames,  and  who  will 
retnember  hin  cheerful,  happy  face. 

For  nearly  forty  years  he  was  secretary  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society ,alwaysenergetic,al  ways  work- 
ing—even at  night,  sometimes  on  the  river — in  the  interests 
of  that  society ;  and  by  the  discomKture  of  poachers,  tbe  dis- 
c«arag«Dieut  of  illegal  captures  by  nets  and  night  lines, 


and  the  safeguarding  of  the  little  fishes — "  Brougham's 
Babies  " — in  which  he  succeeded  excellently  well,  he  thus 
enhanced  the  chances  of  sport  for  Thames  anglers,  who,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  then  gave — as,  indeed,  they  now  give — 
most  meagre  support  to  the  T.  A.P.S. 
I '  It  was  in  1868,  v  hile  fishing  at  Chertsey  with  old  Jas. 
Haslett,  that  I  had  the  pleasure  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Brougham,  who  then  and  there  took  my 
guinea,  and  made  me  a  member  of  the  T.A  P.S..  of 
which  I  was  elected  a  committeetnan.  May  14,  1873. 
During  the  more  than  thirty  years  interval  we  have  been 
fast  friends,  and  have  spent  many  happy  and  successful 
days  together  fishing  the  Thimes.  Colne,  ar  d  Wey.  «lso 
in  private  waters,  among  others  Virginia  Water.  Kew, 
and  Bnshey  Park,  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh's,  the  Earl  of 
Jer.«ey'8j  also  a  lake  in  Buckinghamshire,  where,  on  Nov.  4, 
1879.  when  Mr.  Brougham  was  my  companion,  I  captured 
my  371b  pike,  and  I  shall  never  forget  his  unselfish  joy 
at  my  snccess,  with  which  he  was  more  pleased  than  if  he 
had  caught  the  fish  himself.  Not  many  anglers  are  so 
amiably  constituted. 

I  am  too  unwell  to  go  to  Isleworth  old  churchyard  and 
pay  my  last  tribute  of  respect  at  my  old  friend's  graveside 
to-day  ;  but  I  mourn  sincerely  his  loss,  as  I  am  sure  you 
do,  with  all  others  who  knew  him. — Yours,  &c., 

Jan.  30.    Alfbid  Jabdine. 


THE  BUCKLAND  MUSEUM. 
Dear  Sib, — The  Duke  of  Devonshire  has  appointed 
Monday,  Feb  5,  at  three  o'clock  p.m.,  to  receive,  with  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  at  the  Privy  Council 
Office,  Whitehall,  a  deputation  of  the  memorialiets  on  the 
subject  of  the  Buckland  Museum  of  Fish  Culture. 

Tbe  deputation  will  be  introduced  by  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Abercorn. — Yours  faithful'y, 

  Geoegk  Cox  Bompas. 

AN  OLD  ANGLING  BOOK. 

Dear  Sir, — In  looking  over  a  quantity  of  old  volumes, 
late  tbe  property  of  my  grandfather,  I  cam '  across  a 
curious  work  on  angling  by  R.  H.,  Esq.,  forty  years  a 
prictitioner  in  this  art ;  and  perhaps  y  "vn,  Mr.  Editor,  may 
have  a  copy,  and  inform  me  who  R.  H  .  Esq  ,  was.  The 
full  title  of  the  work,  which  is  illustrated  with  asteel  plate 
of  twelve  fishes,  being  "The  Angler's  Sure  Guide  ;  or, 
Angling  Improved  and  Methodically  Digested."  Printed 
by  J.  H.  for  G.  Conyers,  at  the  Ring  ;  and  T.  Ballard,  at 
the  Rising  Sun,  in  Little  Britain,  1706. 

The  information  is  very  complete  and  comprehensive, 
although  more  interesting  than  useful  to  present  day 
anglers,  yet  in  parts  are  to  be  found  wrinkles  which  are 
perhaps  new,  or  overlooked  by  many  who  now  practice  the 
gentle  art. 

Now  that  I  am  writing  you,  permit  me  to  say  that 
memories  of  many  happy  days  of  youth  were  lately  revived 
on  readir  g  an  article,  signed  G.  B.  S.,  in  the  F.  0. 

Tbe  signature  and  article  needed  no  fuitber  clue  to 
enable  me  to  picture  my  old  friend  in  many  a  pisca'O'iil 
and  entomologicil  expedition  ;  and.  althongh  for  more  than 
tn  enty  years  1  have  not  seen  his  face,  or  even  handwriting, 
it  may  interest  him  to  know  that  he  is  not  forgotten  by  an 
"old  pal." 

We  anglers  enjoy  many  happy  and  healthful  days,  which 
to  the  patrons  ot  some  devious  recreatic  ns  of  our  big  cities 
are  unknown,  yet  to  my  mind  our  pleasures  in  advanced 
life  must  be  tempered  eomewhat  by  cur  responsibilities, 
whereas  the  lad  released  from  school  provides  himself 
with  food,  drink  (efpecially  drink),  rods,  and  baits,  and 
getting  to  the  riverside,  quite  oblivious  of  care  or  worry, 
hop'ts  before  nightfall  to  citch  a  basket  of  fish,  which  he 
fully  knows  well  his  friends  will  first  admire  and  after- 
wards cook  for  his  pleasure.  Trifles  often  bring  to  our 
memory  days  of  long  ago. 

I  have  boys  of  my  own,  each  one  an  angler,  if  some- 
what" non-stickers,"  yet — following  the  footsteps  of  father, 
grandfather,  and  great-grandfather — "  chips  of  old  blocks." 
The  article  by  G.  E.  S.,  dealing  with  an  Oxfordshire 
ttream,  the  dear  old  Cherwell,  which,  as  a  lad,  was  my 
happy  fishing  ground  in  vacation  time,  brought  many 
pleasant  memories,  Fancily  written  to  tickle  the  humour, 
the  spots  I  ussd  to  haunt  were  well  portrayed  in  the 
article,  and  days  were  spent  amongst  them  with  my 
grandfather,  G.  E.  S  ,  and  A.  R.  _ 

So  yon  see  what  interest  an  article  in  your  paper  may 
prove  to  one  angler  quite  apart  from  its  amusing  or 
iustruotive  side  to  anglers  in  general. — Yours  truly, 
Geo.  a.  Powell. 
Hon.  Sec.  Cheltenham  Angling  Club. 
[The  little  book  referred  to  by  Mr.  Powell  is  "  generally 
attributed    to  Robert  Howlett,"  says  the  Bibleotheca 
Piscatoria,  but  it  is  not  very  original,  though  somewhat 

scarce. — Ed.]   

PRIZE  PISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — After  reading  your  very  ably  written 
article  re  "  Prize  Competitions,"  in  the  issue  of  Jan.  27 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  it  makes  one  feel  disgusted  that  a 
better  condition  of  affairs  does  not  exist  in  Birmingham, 
where  there  are  more  than  one  hundred  clubs,  with  a 
membership  of  GOOO,  and  out  of  the  wh  >le  lot  I  dare  say 
there  are  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  clubs  but  what  lay 
thtmselves  open  entirely  for  pot  hunting  (grogs  weight  in 
contest),  and  paying  a  big  dividend  at  the  end  of  the 
financial  year  as  an  in<]ucement  to  make  members.  Now, 
I  think  this  is  very  detrimental  to  the  sport  of  angling, 
which,  if  properly  conducted,  we  should  hear  far  less 
grumbling  about  the  dearth  of  good  fiuhing,  by  the  return- 
ing oF  all  small  fish,  and  retaining  only  the  specimens  (the 
best  fish  taken  during  the  contest),  which  should  alone 
take  prizes,  and  stick  to  the  principle  of  a  fishing  club  by 
providing  good  water  (or  members,  and  not  make  it  a 
dividend  club,  we  shoula  improve  tbe  genuine  sporting 
instincts  of  all  anglers, — Yonrs  truly,  Specimbn. 
Birmingham. 


WILL  CHUB  FEED  IN  THE  WINTER? 

Sib, — I  shonld  be  glad  to  know  if  it  is  any  use  trying 
for  chub  in  the  winter,  and  best  way. — Yours,  &c.. 

Black  Palmer. 

[Fly  fishing  is  not  much  good,  though  on  bright  days  in 
shallow  water  chub  will  now  and  then  take  a  Black  or  Red 
Palmer,  especially  if  you  put  a  few  gentles  on  the  hook 
and  let  the  bait  sink  a  little — but  that  is  hardly  fly  fishin|[. 
The  chub  is  in  best  condition  and  bites  and  fights  best  m 
cold  weather.  It  is  vei^  pretty  sport  to  fish  a  chub  hole 
with  Nottingham  tackle.  The  best  way  to  V  ait  is  to  have 
a  small  buckle  swivel  a  foot  from  your  smallest  triangle, 
and  put  your  bait  on  with  a  baiting  needle.  You  know 
the  dumplings  you  get  with  boi'ed  beef?  Well,  bait  a 
swim  or  two  with  some  bits  of  that  a  day  or  two  before 
you  fish ;  also  wi'h  bits  of  boiled  carrot.  You  can  eat  the 
beef  yourself.  Then  bait  with  a  bit  of  pudding,  and 
when  they  get  tired  of  that  use  carrot,  and  if  you  know 
how  to  fish  you  will  have  some  good  sport. — Bd.J 

DRESSING  OF  BLUB  AND  RED  UPRIGHTS 
WANTED,  ALSO  SYKBS'S  FANCY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  want  to  tie  some  Blue  Uprijh^s  and  Red 
Uprights  for  Devonshire,  but  am  in  a  difficulty.  It  so 
happens  that  I  have  changed  my  place  of  residence,  and 
being  in  a  furnished  houee,  have  'left  my  belongings  in 
warehouse  down  in  Kent  for  a  few  months,  the  consequence 
being  that  I  cannot  get  at  my  "  Halford  "  nor  at  my 
bound  volumes  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  which  might  have 
given  me  a  description  of  tbe  patterns  I  want  to  tie. 
Would  it  be  trespassing  too  much  on  your  kindness  to  ask 
yon  to  give  the  dreesings  of  the  above  in  next  Saturday's 
Answers  to  Cortefpouaents  ?  I  don't  want  any  detailed 
directions,  but  merely  to  know  what  coloured  tying  silk, 
what  hackles,  quills,  and  whisks  are  used  in  the  manu- 
facture. 

1.  The  Blue  Upright  I  want  to  tie  is  quill  bodied  and 
hackled. 

2.  The  Red  Upright  is  winged  ;  in  fact,  a  bi^  Red  Quill 
Gnat,  though  I  suppose  there  is  a  hackled  pattern  of  it  as 
well. 

3.  I  should  like  to  know  also  what  the  body  of  a  beast 
called  Sykes's  Fancy  is  made  of,  if  yon  happen  to  know. 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation,  and    apologisir'g  for 
troubling  jou — I  am,  very  truly  yonrs,  Zkbo. 
[We  will  give  you  some  dressings  next  week. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  U.S.A. 
Deab  Sir, — Could  yon  or  some  of  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  give  me  some  idea  of  the  fishing  to  be  had, 
and  tackle  requited,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
whether  it  would  be  worth  taking  a  supoly  of  tsckle  out  ? 
By  so  doing  you  will  greatly  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

U.  S.  A. 

P.8. — Icolosed  please  find-  P.O.  for  28.  for  Tobacco 
Fond. 

[Every  kind  of  fishirg  with  rod  and  lipe  is  to  be  had  in 
the  United  States,  from  salmon  and  tarpon  fishing  down 
to  bait  fishing  for  tommy  cods.  Certainly  it  would  he 
worth  while  to  take  out  tackle  and  rods,  although,  if 
"  U.  S.  A.  "  wants  to  save  himself  t^ie  trouble,  he  can  get 
ary'biug  he  wants  in  the  States  ;  but  we  should  say  take 
what  you  are  accustomed  to  nse.-^ED.] 


FISHING  AT  BUDLEIGH  8ALTBRT0N. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  R.  B."  re  fishing  in  the  Otter 
at  Bndleigh  Salterton,  I  heard  some  particulars  about 
this  river  when  sea  fishing  in  Devonshire  in  '98. 

There  is  about  three-quarters  ot  a  mile  free  water. 
Trout  run  np  to  lib  ,  and  a  basket  of  six  or  seven  brace  of 
i-pounders  is  considered  a  good  catch,  as  the  Otter  trout 
are  highly  educated.  I  believe  on6  ticket  is  allowed  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  Rolle  Hotel.  A  lOft.  rod  is  the  best 
length.— Yours  respectfully,  W.  J.  Cummins. 

FISHING  IN  WESTMORELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  numerous  readers 
give  any  information  as  to  tbe  stream  fishings  in  the  lake 
di-triot  of  Westmoreland,  and  the  best  centre  to  stay  at  P— 
Yours  truly,    J.  R.  R. 

"  FISHING  GAZETTE  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUE 
WODNDED  SOLDIERS." 
In  our  last  issne  we  acknowledged  £2  78.  as  from  the 
Caledonian  Angling  Society.    It  should  have  appeared  as 
the  Trut  Caledonian  Angling  Society. 

THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS'  AND  LOOK- 
KEEPERS'  DINNER. 

Dear  Sir,— At  the  monthly  meeting  yesterdiy  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  it  was  resolved  to 
again  issne  invites  for  the  above,  and  to  appeal  for  funds 
from  members  of  the  society,  their  friends,  the  various 
angling  clubs,  and  sympathisers  in  the  movement. 

Owing  to  the  snccess  of  last  year's  gathering,  ths 
rendezvous  has  once  more  been  fixed  for  London. 

May  I  therefore  ask  you.  Sir,  to  allow  me  to  appeal 
through  your  columns  for  subscriptions  to  angling  clubs, 
&o.,  who  fish  the  Thames  between  Staines  Bridge  and 
Kew  ?  ,  All  amounts  will  be  duly  and  gratefully 
acknowledged. 

The  following  members  of  the  T.A  P.S.  have  already 
contributed:  Sir  Ford  North,  10s.;  A.  Nnthall,  J. P., 
lOs.  i  A.  Price,  10a. ;  F.  Berry,  10s.  ;  H.  W.  Higgins, 
10s.  J  T.  Crumplen,  6a.  i  A.  Woodroof.  Bs.  i  0.  H. 
Wheeley,  Ss. ;  C.  B.  Sells,  59.  ;  C.  H.  O'Dowd,  5s.  j  and 
A.  R.  Matthewa,  h». — Yours  faithfully, 

34,  Windsor-road,  H.  Whitmorb  Uiooinb 

Holloway,  N.  (Hon.  Sec.  Thames  Angling 

FreservatioB  Society). 
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SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  10th,  1900. 

OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

DEESSINGS  OF  THE  BlUE  UPEIGHT. 

A  C0EEE8P0NDENT  asked  last  week  for  the 
dressing  of  the  Blae  and  Red  Upright. 

The  most  common  dressing  of  the  present  day 
is  probably  the  following  —  at  least,  Messrs. 
Parlow  inform  ns  it  is  the  one  they  sell  most  of. 

Blue  Upright. — Plain  quill  body,  good  stiff  blue 
cock's  hackle  at  shoulder,  three  fibres  ditto  for 
whisks. 

Bed  Upright. — Same,  only  red  cock's  hackle  in 
place  of  blue. 

The  Red  Upright  is  the  same  fly,  with  the  sub- 
stitution of  red  cock's  hackle  and  whisks  for  the 
blue. 

But  a  pattern  that  I  used  to  find  most  killing 
in  North  Devon  and  Somerset  was  made  as 
follows : 

A  soft  grizzly  blue  hen's  hackle  put  on  at  the 
shoulder  only,  and  with  a  large  tapering 
head  in  front  of  it,  formed  of  brown  waxed 
silk ;  the  least  bit  of  mole's  fur  close  up 
under  the  hackles,  then  a  plain,  i.e.,  undyed, 


quill  body,  showing  alternately  a  brown 
and  white  rib,  the  white  (or  rather  dirty 
white)  rib  should  not  be  too  conspicuous, 
select  a  bit  of  quill  -with  a  whitish  margin. 
A  couple  of  blue  strands  for  whisks 
(red  for  the  Red  Upright),  and  for  a  high 
water  a  turn  of  flat  silver  tinsel  at  tail.  I 
think  the  Blue  Upright,  made  as  I  have 
described,  is  taken  for  the  fly  as  it  rises  to 
the  surface  in  its  larval  case,  the  soft  spare 
hackle  being  more  lifelike  in  the  broken 
water  than  a  stiff  one. 

I  should  like  to  know  where  the  dressing  of 
flies  with  quill  for  body  is  first  mentioned.  The 
Blue  Upright  was  known  long  before  quill  was 
used  in  dressing  the  body.  G.  P.  R.  Pullman, 
writing  nearly  forty  years  ago,  has  the  following 
remarks  on  this  fly,  which,  as  he  and  Francis 
point  out,  is  only  a  local  name  for  the  Blue 
Dun  (which  in  other  parts  of  the  country  is 
usually  dressed  with  a  bit  of  flat  feather  for 
wings). 

"  The  Blues "  (says  Pullman)  "  I  also  vary. 
The  foundation  is  the  orthodox  Blue  Dun — or,  as 
we  Devonshire  folic  call  it,  the  Blue  Upright — made 
thus : 

"  Tail. — Two  fibres  (iin.  long)  of  a  blue  cock's 
hackle  for  the  tail  or  whisks. 

"Body. — Lead-coloured  fur,  ribbed  with  gold 
coloured  silk. 

"  Hackle. — A  blue  hen's  hackle. 

"  Wings. — From  the  starling's  wing  feather. 

"  The  numerous  shades  of  blue  fur  and  feathers 
enable  you  to  produce  the  same  number  of  shades 
of  fly. 

"  Then  you  can  omit  the  rib  in  some  specimens, 
and  the  wing  in  others,  dressing  the  fly  'buzz,' 
as  Ronalds  calls  it. 

"  You  may  also  substitute  yellow  legs  for  blue 
ones,  in  that  case  using  plenty  of  yellow  silk  for 
ribbing,  and  the  lightest  portion  of  the  starling's 
quill  feather  for  the  wings.  A  capital  variety  is 
formed  -with  the  body  of  water  rat's  fur,  ribbed 
with  a  red  hen's  hackle,  and  wings  from  the  moor- 
hen's wing  feather." 

The  term  "  Blue  Upright "  simply  means  a  fly 
of  a  blue  shade  with  upright  'wings — "  cocked 
winged,"  as  some  old  writers  call  it. 

I  wrote  to  my  friend  Mr.  G.  Yarde,  who  has 
fished  the  Barle  and  Exe  for  many  years,  and 
knew  the  Rev.  E.  Gould,  of  Porlock,  a  great 
angler. 
Mr.  Yarde  says : 

My  dear  Marston, — I  think  I  cannot  do  better  than 
send  yon  Gould's  original  copy  of  Ronald,  with  his  notes 
and  old  flies  at  end  of  the  book. 

I  do  not  think  that  he  used  many  of  the  quill  bodies,  at 
all  events,  not  until  his  last  fishing  year  or  two.  All  the 
early  Barle  men  that  I  remember,  particularly  Gould, 
used  to  be  very  choice  about  hackles,  and  never  used  any 
but  three-year-old  cook's,  and  they  made  a  great  many 
fancy  bodies,  but  they  always  stuck  to  the  red  and  blue 
hackle. 

QuiU  bodies  must  have  come  into  use  after  Cutlifie 
(1862  is  the  date  of  his  book),  and  there  is  no  mention  of 
quill  for  bodies  either  in  his  book  or  in  early  editions  of 
Ronald's.  Mind  you,  I  do  not  lay  this  down  as  a  fact. 
I  only  give  you  my  impression. 

I  have  nearly  all  CutliSe's  flies,  made  some  years  ago 
by  Mr.  Austin,  of  Tiverton.  You  are  quite  welcome  to 
them.    I  shall  never  use  them. 

Excuse  haste  to  catch  post. — Yours  ever, 

G.  Yarde. 

I  see  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gould  speaks  of  Mudford's 
pattern  of  the  Gold  Twist  Red  Bun  as  "  our  chief 
fly."  He  does  not  say  much  about  the  Uprights. 
"  The  Blue,  Red,  and  Grey  Uprights  are  all 
excellent  standard  flies,  the  Grey  Upright  is  the 
same  as  the  Badger  Fly,  or  Patent  Killer,  as 
some  people  call  it." 

Mr.  E.  F.  Prickman,  fly  maker,  12,  North-street 
Exeter,  writes : 

Dear  Sir, — The  Devonshire  flies  Blue  and  Red 
Uprights  are  practically  the  Blue  and  Red  Quill  Gnats 
dressed  with  a  little  extra  hackle  and  no  wing. 

Blue  Upright :  Stripped  peacock  quill  for  body,  dark 
natural  dun  hackle  and  tail.  Red  LFpiigbt:  Quill  as 
above,  blood-red  game  hackle  and  tail.  The  exact  shades 
of  both  quills  and  hackles  we  should  vary  as  the  season 
advances. — Yours  faithfully,  B.  F.  Prickman 

Miss  E.  Ellis,  who  makes  excellent  flies,  writes 
to  me  from  13,  Danby-terrace,  Exmouth  : 

I  find  the  Red  Upright  is  generally  preferred  winged 
starling  wing,  peacock  quill  body,  red  hackle,  legs,  and 
tail.    Blue  Upright:  Body,  peacock  quill;  legs,  dark 
blue  don ;  cook's  hackle  and  tail ;  no  wings. 


Mr.  Austin,  of  19,  Gold-street,  Tiverton,  one  of 
the  best  fly  tyers  and  fly  fishers  in  England, 
kindly  sends  me  the  following  note  : 

Dear  Sib, — The  best  authority  I  knew  about  Uprights 
and  other  Exe  flies  was  "  old  Strong  of  Bickleigh."  He 
tied  grand  Exe  flies,  and  hie  experience  ran  over  the  greater 
part  of  the  present  century.  He  died  a  few  years  ago  at  a 
very  advanced  age  (between  ninety  and  100),  and  I  often, 
when  down  at  Bicfeleigh,  spent  an  hour  or  two  with  him, 
chatting  about  flies  and  fishing.  For  some  years  past  I 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  pasting  in  an  old  book  ancient 
flies,  novel  flies,  and  flies  that  have  a  history  attached  to 
them.  In  that  collection  is  a  sheet  of  Blue  Uprights  tied  by 
old  hands  on  the  Exe,  and  I  think  the  better  way  is  to 
send  the  sheet  for  your  inspection.  The  Red  Upright  is 
tied  precisely  the  same  way,  only  red  hackle  and  whisks 
are  substituted  for  blue  ones.  It  is  imperative  that  in 
tying  Blue  Uprights  a  hackle  of  a  streaky  blue  shade  from 
a  cock  bird  two  or  three  years  old  at  least  should  be  used. 
The  Blue  Upiight  is  a  fly  easily  dressed,  and  should  be 
well  known  to  every  angler;  yet  the  people  who  write 
fishing  books  seem  never  to  have  seen  the  fly.  Halford 
calls  a  winged  fly  the  Blue  Upright.  The  writer  in  the 
Badminton  book  says  it  has  a  black  hackle.  _  Walbran 
names  as  a  Blue  Upright  a  lure  that  has  not  a  single  com- 
ponent part  of  that  fly ;  and  then  in  "  Angling,"  revised  by 
R.  B.  Marston,  I  find  the  Blue  Upright  has  "  a  soft,  flabby 
dun  hen's  hackle  put  on  sparingly."  I  am  afraid  if  \ 
handed  over  to  some  of  my  customers  Uprights  dressed  in 
the  last  designated  style,  I  should  meet  with  anythin?  but 
a  soft  time,  and  feel  flabby  myself,  for  the  abuse  would 
not  be  put  on  sparingly.    (N.B. — This  is  a  goak.) 

I  am  quite  well,  thanks  for  your  kind  enquiry,  and  trust 
you  are  the  same.  Fishing  prosceots  are  good,  I  fancy, 
as  we  have  had  an  open  winter  down  here,  with  plenty  of 
water  bringing  down  food  for  the  fish.  We  do  not  begin 
on  the  association  water  till  March  1,  but  as  the  smaller 
streams  will  be  open  on  the  15th  ioBt.,  I  may  get  to  work 
then  if  the  water  keeps  up  and  the  wind  gets  out  of  that 
easterly  airt  to  which  it  has  now  been  for  some  days 
closely  attached.  Send  back  the  flies  at  your  convenience. 
— Believe  me,  yours  truly.  Robt.  S.  Austin. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Austin  for  his 
note. 

The  following  is  the  description  in  "  Angling 
and  How  to  Angle,"  which  I  edited  some  years 
ago.  I  knew  I  had  written  something  of  the  kind, 
but  could  not  find  it  until  Mr.  Austin  reminded 
The  cock's  hackle  is  doubtless  the  orthodox 
dressing,  but  I  prefer  the  hen's  for  this  fly  : 

At  times  trout  feed  for  hours  on  the  imperfect  flies 
rising  through  the  water,  and  will  not  look  at  the  perfect 
insect  floating  on  the  surface,  although  they  often  appear 
to  be  rising  at  the  latter.  It  is  when  this  is  the  case  that 
such  a  fly  as  the  celebrated  Devonshire  Blue  Unright, 
fished  an  inch  or  two  under  the  surface,  proves  so  deadly. 
This  fly,  when  properly  dressed,  will  kill  in  any  wet-fly  trout 
stream — a  soft,  flabby  dun  hen's  hackle  put  on  sparingly  at 
the  shoulders  of  the  fly,  a  smooth,  plain  dark  brown  quill 
body,  and  two  soft  whisks  of  a  dark  colour.  The  fly  should 
have  the  hackle  put  on  so  as  to  leave  room  to  put  several 
turns  of  the  tying  silk  at  the  shoulder  between  the  hackle 
and  the  end  of  the  shank,  tapering  cS  at  the  point.  This 
gives  the  fly  a  bulky  appearance  about  the  shoulders,  and 
imitates  the  shape  of  the  fly  in  its  oase  rising  through  the 
water.  The  trout  will  often  take  this  fly  when  there  is 
scarcely  a  vestige  of  hackle  left.  The  tying  silk  should  be 
waxed  with  dark  wax.  _____ 

Whole-Oane  Spliced  Fly  Rods  with 
Oastleconnell  Action. 

Celluloid  is  used  in  making  trout  reels,  and  my 
friend,  Col.  H.  J.  Robbins,  who  is  a  great  believer 
in  light  rods  and  tackle,  speaks  veiy  highly  of  one 
he  has  used  for  some  time.  This  reminds  me 
that  one  of  the  sweetest  fly  rods  I  have  ever 
handled  is  one  of  whole-cane  spliced,  made  from 
his  instructions  by  Mr.  GiUett,  of  Fetter-lane, 
London.  The  beauty  of  the  rod  is  that,  although 
light,  it  has  the  Castleconnell  action,  casting  a 
long,  straight,  and  very  light  line.  It  is  generally 
the  case  that  until  you  get  into  the  peculiar 
action  of  a  rod  made  on  the  Castleconnell  prin- 
ciple you  do  not  like  it,  and  condemn  it  as  "  top- 
heavy."  But  once  you  find  out  the  secret  you 
appreciate  the  fact  that  no  rod  does  so  much  work 
with  so  little  exertion  on  your  part.  The  reason 
is  that  as  the  rod  bends  down  to  the  hand  its 
action,  although  slower,  is  more  prolonged  than  in 
a  rod  with  a  stiff  lower  part,  the  line  has  more 
time  to  extend  behind,  and  then  the  heavier  top 
has  a  longer  pull  on  the  line  when  the  forward 
cast  is  made.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  like  throwir  g 
a  stone  with  the  hand  and  with  a  sling ;  the  long, 
steady  swing  of  the  sling  enables  you  to  send  the 
stone  much  farther  with  less  exertion.  And  it  is 
the  same  with  bows,  one  of  stiff,  short  pull  will 
not  send  an  arrow  so  far  as  one  'with  a  long, 
steadily  increasing  slow  puD,  although  the  amount 
of  force  uBsd  by  the  archer  may  be  the  same. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  I  wish  to  "  lay  the 
law  down  "  in  any  of  these  notes  about  what  I 
have  found  interesting  points  in  my  experience. 
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No  one  could  have  been  more  prejudiced  against 
the  Castleconnell  action  than  I  was  for  years,  in 
theory ;  but  directly  I  gave  it  a  fair  trial  in 
practice  I  saw  that  the  only  thing  that  was  wrong 
was  my  prejudice.  The  older  one  grows  the  more 
one  sees  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  jump  to  con- 
clusions.   

The  Third  Annual  Report  or  the  State  of 
New  York  Fish  and  Game  Commissioners. 

"  The  number  of  copies  of  each  report  is  limited 
by  law,  and  annually  the  applicants  exceed  by 
several  thousand  the  number  of  copies  provided 
for  distribution.  So  far  as  is  possible  to  do  so, 
copies  of  the  report  are  placed  with  public 
libraries,  commissions,  schools,  &c.,  that  it  may 
be  more  accessible  to  the  general  public  than 
when  it  is  distributed  to  individual  applicants 
only.  Apparently  no  public  document  has  ever 
met  with  greater  favour  from  the  people  than  the 
annual  reports  of  this  commission."  When  you 
find  State  commissioners  speaking  in  these  terms 
about  their  own  work  you  naturally  look  for 
something  different  from  the  ordinary  ugly  and 
uninviting  Blue  Book  in  which  State  departments 
bury  their  dead.  And,  as  I  have  often  pointed  out 
in  noticing  previous  volumes,  Mr.  A.  Nelson 
Cheney  and  his  brother  commissioners  deserve 
every  word  of  the  praise  they  have  received,  not 
only  in  their  own  country,  but  all  over  the  world. 
The  only  improvement  I  can  suggest  is  the 
addition  of  a  good  index  and  table  of  contents. 

In  the  new  volume  we  have  the  same  wealth 
of  illustration — exquisite  coloured  plates  of  game 
fish  and  game  birds,  and  most  attractive  black 
and  white  pictures  of  sporting  scenes  on  lake  and 
river  and  in  the  forest,  with  many  practical  ones 
of  fish  ladders,  fish  hatcheries,  woodcraft,  and 
work  in  the  woods  and  on  the  waters  of  the  great 
State  of  New  York,  which  extends  over  300  miles 
from  east  to  west,  and  over  250  miles  from  north 
to  south.  This  great  tract  of  country  is  bounded 
on  the  west  by  Lake  Erie  and  the  Niagara  River ; 
on  the  north  by  Lake  Ontario  and  the  St.  Lawrence 
River;  on  the  east  by  Lake  Champlain  and  the 
Hudson  River  and  its  tributaries.  It  includes 
the  great  Adirondack  mountain  and  lake  district — 
mountains  5000  ft.  in  height,  and  many  hundreds 
of  miles  of  other  rivers  and  lakes.  The  Americans 
may  well  be  proud  of  this  report  on  their  "  E  tnpire 
State,"  and  I  do  not  wonder  that  my  friend.  State 
Fish  Commissioner  Cheney,  has  to  apologise 
occasionally  for  not  answering  letters  by  return 
of  post  when  he  is  away  in  the  backwoods  of  his 
domain. 

One  of  the  most  important  and,  to  me,  most 
interesting  chapters  in  the  new  report  is  that  by 
Mr.  Geo.  W.  Rafter,  C.E.,  on  the  "  Natural  and 
Artificial  Forest  Reservoirs  of  the  State  of  New 
York."  Immense  strides  have  been  made  in  the 
artificial  storage  of  water  in  the  Adirondack 
region  since  I  referred  to  it  in  the  F.  G.  twenty 
years  ago,  when  the  scheme  was  in  its  infancy. 

In  the  chapter  on  tree  planting  I  find  a  piece 
of  information  which  ought  to  be  known  to  every- 
body interested  in  trees.  It  is  this  :  "  Whenever 
a  branch  is  removed,  whether  a  dead  or  a  live 
one,  it  must  be  cut  off  close  to  and  even  with  the 
trunk,  no  matter  how  large  the  wound.  The  new 
wood  and  bark  will  then,  in  time,  cover  the 
denuded  space.  If  a  branch  is  not  cut  off  close  to 
the  trunk  the  projecting  stub  soon  decays,  its 
bark  falls  off,  and  the  stump  remains,  '  like  a 
plug  of  decaying  wood  driven  into  the  trunk,' 
from  which  the  rotten  mass  extends  rapidly  to  the 
heart  of  the  tree.  All  wounds  made  should  be 
covered  with  coal  tar." 

An  English  angler  turning  over  the  leaves  of 
this  report,  and  coming  on  the  coloured  plate  of 
"  The  Golden  Shiner,"  would  imagine  for  a 
moment  that  it  was  a  roach  ;  and  it  is  far  more 
like  a  roach  than  a  "  bream,"  which  is  another 
American  name  for  it,  as  is  also  "  roach."  There 
is  also  a  picture  of  the  American  silver  chub, 
almost  exactly  like  our  fish. 


The  Rainbow  Tkout's  Pedigree  still  Un- 
certain —  Origin  of  the  Steblhbad's 
Indian  Name. 

In  his  very  interesting  notes  on  the  fish  repre- 
sented in  the  coloured  plates,  to  which  I  must 
refer  more  fully  on  another  occasion,  Mr.  A. 
Nelson  Cheney  '| notes  Messrs  Jordan  and 
Evormann  as  saying  that,  '  It  is  not  unlikely  that, 


when  the  waters  of  the  Northefn  Hemisphere  are 
fuUy  explored,  it  wiU  be  found  that  the  black 
spotted  trout  of  America,  Europe,  and  Asia  are 
forms  of  one  species,  for  which  the  oldest  name  is 
Salmo  trutta,  Linnatus." 

Mr.  Cheney  adds,  "  Salmon  trutta  is  the  sea 
trout  or  salmon  trout  of  Europe,  and  as  I  was 
instrumental  in  bringing  the  first  of  them  to  this 
country,  and  the  State  of  New  York  has  planted 
some  under  the  name  of  Scotch  sea  trout,  I  hope 
it  has  not  made  trouble  for  future  ichthyologists." 
Captain  Dougherty,  in  charge  of  the  U.S.  hatchery 
station  at  Hoopa  Valley,  in   California,  is  of 


WATERVILLE,  CO.  KERRY. 


In  a  brief  note  to  my  article  on  the  "  Lakes  of 
Killarney"  {F.  G.,  Jan.  13),  I  mentioned  this 
delightful  resort,  and  perhaps  a  short  description 
of  what  is  comparatively  an  unknown  spot  may 
not  prove  uninteresting. 

Until  four  years  ago  it  was  virtually  inacces- 
sible except  to  those  with  plenty  of  time  and  long 
purses,  but  now,  thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  the 
Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway,  it  is  all 
the  year  round  within  nine  and  a  half  miles 


opinion  that  the  rainbow  trout  is  not  a  fresh- 
water modification  of  the  steelhead,  but  the  fine 
coloured  illustration  of  the  latter  looks  more  like 
a  rainbow  than  any  other  fish.  The  steelhead  has 
got  many  more  romantic  names,  one  of  them  being 
Salmo  myhiss  virginalis.  Mykiss  is  of  Indian 
origin,  and  there  is  a  pretty  trddition  that  the 
fish  got  its  name  when  a  gay  young  redskin 
warrior  sent  a  brace  he  had  shot  with  his  steelhead 
arrow  to  his  sweetheart,  saying  the  hundreds  of 
pretty  black  spots  on  them  were  "  my  kisses." 
If  Mr.  Cheney  has  not  heard  of  this  derivation 


posting  from  Cahirciveen,  to  which  the  railway 
has  been  extended,  while  in  the  season  (May  1  to 
Sept.  30)  the  grand  combined  coach  and  rail  trip 
described  in  '■  Kerry  and  its  Fjords "  {F.  O., 
June  3,  1899)  delivers  us  at  the  very  door. 

Rev.  C.  S.  Ward,  in  bis  "  Thorough  Guide  to 
Ireland,"  says  Waterville  "  is  a  delightful  spot, 
for  the  angler  especially."  He  is  right ;  and  we 
will  first  glance  at  the  place  itself  and  its 
surroundings. 

The  village  is  beautifully  situated  on  a  narrow 
strip  of  land  separating  Lough  Currane  from  the 


The  Hatchery,  Waterville. 


before  he  will  thank  me  for  it,  and  put  a  picture 
of  that  fabulous — I  mean  fabulously  beautiful — 
trout  he  so  kindly  got  called  after  me  in  his  next 
report.  I  am  beginning  to  think  it  was  only  a 
dodge  of  his  to  get  me  to  go  out  to  fish  for  it. 

R.  B.  Makston. 


THE  TAY. 


Mr.  p.  D.  Mallocu  informs  us  that  the  rod 
season  on  the  Tay  has  opened  fairly  well.  Fifteen 
salmon  have  been  killed  on  the  Stanley  water 
already. 


finely  sheltered  Ballinskelligs  Bay,  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  tiny  stream  by  which  the  lough  and 
the  bay  are  connected.  Of  course,  Waterville  in 
itself  has  nothing  to  show,  but  its  surroundings 
are  very  grand. 

Principal  in  its  attractions  to  the  angler  is 
Lough  Currane,  which,  on  coming  down  the  hill 
from  the  town,  one  would  imagine  to  be  a  bay 
with  its  mouth  concealed.  It  is,  however,  a  grand 
fresh-water  lake,  and  the  largest — except  KiU 
larney's  Lower  Lake — in  the  south  of  Ireland,  andj 
is  generally  considered  the  best  free  fishing  lake! 
in  the  whole  country.  It  is  three  miles  long,  two 
broad,  and  eight  in  circumference,  and  its  shores 
are  beautified  by  innumerable  inlets.    On  one 
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side  "  green  slopes  and  pleasantly  wooded  heights 
greet  the  eye,'"  and  on  the  south  and  east  the 
grey-faced  Coomeragh  mountains  tower  some 
•2000ft.  among  the  clouds,  "shining,  changing, 
and  fading  in  the  silver  mists.  The  surface  of 
the  lake,  calm-faced  and  deep-welled,  here  and 
there  lifts  up  to  be  admired  beautiful  islands " 
(Mahony). 

Nearly  half  a  mile  from  the  north  shore  is 
Church  Island,  with  the  ruins  of  the  beehive-like 
house  of  St.  Finian,  "  in  whose  orisons  were  all 
our  sins  remembered,"  and  the  sixth  century 
oratory,  with  Ogham  and  Irish  inscriptions. 

A  very  favourite  excursion  is  to  take  a  boat  to 
the  head  of  the  lough  and  strike  up  the  mountains 
for  about  two  hours  to  the  Staigue  Fort,  "  the 
finest  example  of  an  ancient  stone  fort  in 
Ireland"  (Ward),  returning  by  way  of  Lough 
Coomroanig,  with  its  splendid  echoes. 

Other  excursions  within  easy  distance  may  be 
briefly  noted. 

Derrynane,  the  historic  house  of  Daniel 
O'ConneU,  the  old  Abbey,  and  the  grand  Cooma- 
kista  Pass. 

By  the  northern  shore  of  Lough  Currane,  and 
across  the  beautiful  Coomeragh  to  Isknamaclery 


"  the  largest  salmon  are  killed  in  spring,  and  after 
May  15  not  many  heavy  fish  are  creeled.  The 
minnow,  the  spoon,  and  all  natural  or  artificial 
contrivances  kill.  In  fact,  Waterville  fish  seem 
hungry  for  novelties,  which  should,  however,  be  of 
moderate  size — spoon  2in  ,  minnow  or  Devon  3in. 
long.  The  fly  does  best  in  August  and  Septem- 
ber, and  the  patterns  are  those  of  Carragh,  blue 
being  the  taking  shade  for  grilse,  which  run  to 
the  very  last  day  of  the  season  (Oct.  15).  The 
permission  to  fish  the  trout  lakes  must  be  got 
from  Sir  Maurice  O'ConneU,  Bart.,*  of  Lakeview, 
Killarney.  The  run  of  brown  trout  are  small, 
but  pretty.  In  Currane  they  attain  thickness, 
strength,  and  weight  to  41b.  The  white  trout  do 
not  run  very  large,  but  are  beauties. 

"  At  the  head  of  Currane,  to  the  east,  is  Coppal 
(or  Isknagahiny)  Lake,  with  capital  but  late  white 
trout,  and  numerous,  but  very  small,  brown 
trout.  The  Cummeragh  is  also  a  nice  river, 
but  the  Inny  has  greater  claims,  and  gives 
as  good  sport  with  white  trout  as  does  its  name- 
sake in  Longford  and  Westmeath  with  brown. 
The  salmon  here,  which  come  early,  seldom  bring 
down  a  counterpoise  of  more  than  121b. 

It  is  true  that  the  fishing  at  Waterville  is  not 


The  accompanying  sketch  map  of  the  district, 
which  I  have  drawn  especially  for  this  article, 
will,  I  trust,  be  found  of  service.  It  is  about  two 
and  a  half  miles  to  the  inch,  and,  I  believe,  four 
times  larger  than  any  hitherto  published. 

There  are  three  large  hotels  at  Waterville; 
two,  Bay  View  and  Butler  Arms,  in  the  village, 
and  the  Southern,  on  the  very  shores  of  Lough 
Currane.  The  Angler's  Rest,  kept  by  T. 
McCarthy,  is  a  comfortable  little  hostelry. 

Residents  at  the  Southern  Hotel  have  the 
right  of  fishing  Coppal  or  Isknagahiny  Lake, 
Derriana  and  Namona  Lakes,  and  the  Inny 
River,  by  paying  7s.  6d.  for  two  rods  or  os.  for 
one.  (McCarthy  supplies  tickets  for  Coppal,  3s. 
for  one  rod,  5s.  for  two.) 

Visitors  to  the  Bay  View  Hotel  have  the  privilege 
of  fishing  on  the  Cummeragh  River  and  both 
banks  of  the  Inny  River  (except  the  two  stretches 
named  below) ;  and  Loughnahiska,  Cloonaghlin, 
and  Namona  Lakes  for  salmon  and  white  trout. 
Sea  fishing  may  be  had  in  front  of  the  hotel, 
which  also  can  give  shooting  over  60,000  acres  for 
grouse,  cock,  and  snipe. 

At  the  Butler  Arms  visitors  have  the  free  right 
to  fish  Mr.  O'Connell's  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald's 


Arbdtcs  Rock,  Lough  Curbane.  Rahken,  Lough  Currane. 

(From  "  The  Way  About  the  Irish  Lakes  and  Eivers.")  (From  "  The  Way  About  the  Irish  Lakes  and  Hivers.") 


Lake,  with  grand  views  of  Loughs  Namona  and 
Cloonaghlin,  returning  by  way  of  the  lovely  Der- 
riana Lake. 

St.  Finian's  Glen,  getting  views  of  the  Skelligs, 
with  their  ecclesiastical  ruins,  St.  Michael's  Abbey, 
Ballinskelligs  Castle,  and  the  station  of  the 
Mackay-Bennett  Atlantic  cable  at  Inny  Bridge, 
two  and  a  half  miles  north  of  Waterville. 

Ail  these,  and  many  others,  may  be  arranged 
for  in  the  season  at  a  cost  of  33.  or  43.  each  for  a 
party  of  four.  Full  particulars  of  them  will  be 
found  in  the  beautifully  illustrated  volume,  "  The 
Sunny  Side  of  Ireland,"  sent  post  free  for 
Is.  by  the  General  Manager,  G.S.  &  W.R., 
Kingsbridge,  Dublin.  A  very  useful  volume  for 
anglers  in  all  parts  of  Ireland  is  "  The  Way 
About  the  Irish  Lakes  and  Rivers,"  by  T.  O'Neill 
Lane  (Iliffe,  3,  St.  Bride-street.  Is.).  This  book 
is  very  pleasantly  and  carefully  written,  and 
contains  a  large  amount  of  up-to-date  informa- 
tion. It  has  also  many  charming  illustrations, 
two  of  which  I  am  enabled  to  reproduce. 

But  now  to  the  fishing.  "  Hi-Regan,"  in  his 
"  How  and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland  "  (even  now 
the  book  of  reference  on  the  subject)  tells  us  that 


equal  to  that  of  days  gone  by,  but  it  is  rapidly 
nearing  its  "  old  form,"  owing  to  the  abolition  of 
indiscriminate  netting.  The  salmon  and  trout 
season  opened  Feb.  1  "  with  very  good  prospects. 
Six  salmon  were  killed,  one  fisherman  (Sullivan, 
known  as  Bowler)  having  three  to  his  own  rod." 
Fly  fishing  for  salmon  commences  about  March  17, 
and  little  or  no  trolling  is  done  after  that  date, 
except  on  calm  days,  away  from  the  fly-fishing 
grounds.  The  local  patterns  of  flies  wiU  be 
found  very  killing,  and  the  peculiar  shades  of 
olive  claret  and  blue  claret,  and  green  and  gold, 
the  best  colours,  varying  them  according  to  the 
weather,  wind,  and  water.  Of  these  details  the 
local  fisherman  must  be  the  best  judge. 

Lough  Currane  is  very  shallow,  and  among  its 
rocks  and  islands  good  sea  trout  may  be  taken 
from  lib.  to  41b.  with  a  trout  fly,  and  larger  fish, 
up  to  101b.,  are  sometimes  taken  with  bait  while 
trolling  for  salmon.  Salmon  and  white  trout 
fishing  is  free  to  all. 

*  The  ManaRer  of  the  G.S.  &  W.E.  tells  me  that  "  Mr 
Galvin,  Bay  View  Hotel,  has  the  fishing  and  shooting  of 
the  late  Sir  Maurice  O'Connell's  estate  for  this  season." — 
F.  E.  L. 


stretches  on  the  further  bank  of  the  Inny  River ; 
Mr.  O'Connell's  half  of  the  Derriana  Lake ;  and 
Namona  Lake.  (McCarthy  issues  tickets  for  Mr. 
Butler's  half  of  Derriana  Lake.) 

Good  sea  fishing  may  be  had  in  Ballinskelligs 
Bay  for  whiting,  pollack,  mackerel,  gurnet, 
&c.  The  charge  for  boat  and  man  is  8s.  per 
day. 

I  have  in  previous  articles  referred  my  readei-s 
to  Teigue  McCarthy,  the  champion  fisherman 
and  fly  tier,  and  here  he  is  in  his  element.  (He 
differs  a  little  from  "  Hi-Regan.")  There  are  no 
nets,  as  the  netting  rights  in  the  Estuary,  within 
the  half  mile  limit,  are  bought  up  yearly  by  the 
hotel  proprietors.  The  Hatchery  for  salmon 
and  trout  ought  to  become  one  of  the  best  in 
Kerry.  50,000  white  trout  were  laid  down  last 
year,  and  over  80,000  salmon  ova,  and  there  are 
a  large  number  of  rainbows  and  Lough  Levens  to 
put  down  yet. 

The  climate  is  very  healthy  ;  the  bathing  is  good 
and  safe ;  there  is  a  good  nine-hole  golf  link  on 
the  seashore ;  and,  take  it  all  in  all,  matters  look 
very  "  rosy  "  for  the  future  of  Waterville. 

F.  E.  LONGLEY. 
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BUCKLAND  FISH  MUSEUM. 


Deputation  from  Fishery  Authorities  to  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  K.G.,  P.O., 
Lord  President  of  the  Council,  &c.,  and  the 
Right    Hon.    Charles    T.    Ritchie,  M.P., 
President    of   the    Board    of  Trade,  &c. 
Education    Department,   Whitehall,  S.W. 
Monday,  Feh.  5, 1900. 
The    ministers    were  accompanied  by  :  Sir 
Courtenay  Boyle,  K.C.B.  (Permanent  Secretary 
Board  of  Trade),  Sir  George  Kekewich,  K.C.B. 
(Secretary  Science  and  Art  Department),  Capt. 
W.   de  W.   Abney,  C.B.  (Principal  Assistant 
Secretary  Science  and  Art  Department),  Major- 
General  Festing. 

The  deputation  consisted  of  the  following  :  The 
Duke  of  Abercorn,  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth 
(Chairman  of  the  South  Sea  Fisheries  District), 
the  Hon.  Cecil  Duncombe  (Chairman  of  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board),  the  Hon.  E.  B.  Portman  (Chair- 
man of  the  Avon  and  Stour  Fishery  Board), 
J.  A.  Travers,  Esq.  (Prime  Warden  of  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company),  Richard  B.  Martin,  Esq., 
M.P.  (Second  Warden  Fishmongers'  Company), 
J.  Wrench  Towse,  Esq.  (Clerk  of  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company),  Sir  Spencer  Walpole,  K.O.B., 
Henry  Ffennell,  Esq.,  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.  (Editor 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette),  Col.  C.  Wyndham 
Murray,  M.P.,  Douglas  Murray,  Esq.,  J.  Willis- 
Bund,  Esq.  (Chairman  of  Severn  Fishery  Board), 
William  Senior,  Esq.  (Editor  of  the  Field, 
ex-President  on  behalf  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
London),  Charles  Patterson,  Esq.,  M.B.  (Hon. 
Secretary  on  behalf  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society),  the  Rev.  Walter  E.  Buckland,  and  George 
Cox  Bompas,  Esq. 

The  Duke  of  Abeecobn  — My  Lord  Duke  :  In  the  first 
place  I  have  to  thuuk  yon  on  behilf  of  this  deputation  for 
having  been  so  gocd  as  to  receive  it ;  and  in  the  next  place 
I  have  to  state  that,  alihjugh  to  a  certain  degree  this 
deputation  may  appear  not  to  be  a  very  important  one,  it 
is  at  the  B%me  time  closely  connected  with  the  interests  of 
a  Jargd  section  of  the  population  of  this  oom  'Ty,  because 
it  is  ludirectly  conutc:ed  with  a  more  extensive  artiticial 
cnitivatiun  of  fish,  and  also  a  better  knowledge  of  the 
habit  of  the  fish  tribe,  both  of  which  hitherto,  in  our 
opinion,  have  not  been  sufficiently  acknowledged  by  the 
Government  of  this  country.  Your  Grace  has  received  a 
memorial,  and  I  beg  of  you  to  consider  the  weight  of  the 
laemorial,  not  BO  much  by  the  number  of  persons  who  have 
signed  it,  but  by  the  influence  which  they  represent.  The 
memoiialists  who  have  signed  the  memorial  comprise  many 
members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company,  twenty-nine  of  the  chairmen  of 
the  sea  and  salmon  fishery  boards,  official  experts 
or  inspectors  from  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland, 
and  representatives  of  angling  clubs.  They  all  concur 
in  the  views  which  are  expreesed  by  Sir  Richard  Owen 
and  Professor  Huxley,  that  the  Buckland  Mnseum, 
properly  carried  on,  would  be  of  great  value  to  our 
national  fisheries.  Also  it  would  be,  in  our  opinicn,  if  the 
museum  were  preserved,  of  considerable  value  as  a  nucleus 
for  extending  more  efficiently  technical  education  with 
regard  to  the  cultivation  of  fish.  On  this  point  I  beg  to 
refer  yon  to  the  opinion  of  the  late  Sir  Richard  Owen  and 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  also  of  the 
lite  Professor  Huxley.  Now,  Sir  Richard  Owen,  who  was 
during  his  lifetime  one  of  the  greatest  authorities  on  these 
subjects  thiit  England  has  ever  produced,  writes  as  follows 
to  Mr.  Buckland  (commonly  called,  as  we  all  know,  Frank 
Buckland),  on  July  1,  1867  :  "  The  museum,  both  by  the 
nature  of  the  well-seUcttd  conteuta,  and  their  arrange- 
ment, appeared  to  me  to  be  u  valuable  means  of  impressing 
upon  all  concerned  or  interested  in  the  improvement  of 
fisheries,  and  i^Bpecially  of  the  salmon  rivers,  the  best  and 
m(.Bt  appropriate  and  successful  measures  to  that  im- 
portant end.  1  believe  aucb  a  c  illection  would  be  a  must 
valuable  uppenddge  to  the  Salmi  n  Fisheries  Gommiesion 
and  Office,  Or  bhould  be  so  situated  and  aJministered  aa  to 
be  at  tiie  command  of  the  cooimisDion.  Make  whatever 
use  of  this  opinion  yon  may  think  best,  in  the  interests  of 
the  great  national  source  of  food  in  which  we  hive  both 
elt  much  concern — And  believe  me,  sincerely  jours 
(  igiieu)  RiCHAEU  OwKN."  Now,  on  the  tamo  tnbjejt, 
UiH  Royal  bitjliiifi'8  ttie  Priro-t  of  Wales,  a,',  the  clusing 
ceri  mui<y  ot  the  (''lahcries  Exhibition  of  1833,  spoke  as 
foilowH  :  '•  1  think  our  du'y  towards  the  snpportere  of  the 
exhibiii  >n  will  not  be  di8(;hd,rged  until  we  bive  dune  somn- 
ti  iDg  t'lwtiidi)  the  proiuoti'iii  of  thut  application  of  science 
ti>  pr.  c  ic  ,  fn  m  which  the  finhing  inoustry,  like  ull  other 
iiiUUBt' ies,  oiu  ulune  luuk  for  improvement."  The  Prince 
then  went  on  to  say  that  he  "  proposed  the  formation  of  a 
society  having  for  its  objects  the  coiltotiou  of  statistics  and 
other  inlorri.aii'in  relative  to  fisheiies,  the  diffusion  amon{ 
the  tinhiiig  population  of  a  knowledge  of  all  improvements 
in  the  lutttiods  and  appliances  of  their  calling,  the 
diacnuiou  ot  questions  bearing  upon  fishing  intereBts,  and 
the  elocidatiuu  of  those  problems  of  natural  history  which 
bear  upon  the  subject.  Huch  a  society  as  the  repie- 
sentative  of  the  int.«rest8  of  the  finherieH  would  naturally 
tuke  charge  of  the  soientitic  invoHtigatioiiB  which  bt-ar  upon 
thute  inii-iei<r«,  and  would  no  doubi-,"  his  Royal  UiKhiiess 
raid,  "  ])';  brought  into  relation  with  the  iiliBidy  existing 
l<ish«rij  Mustnm  of  the  Department  of  Soi«nce  and  Art, 


which  is  founded  on  the  collection  bequeathed  to  the 
nation  by  the  late  Mr.  Buckland,  but  which  had  been 
enlarged  and  enriched  by  the  liberality  of  many  of  the 
exhibitors."  Those  are  the  expressions  of  His  Royal 
Highness  and  the  other  gentlemen  who  are  well  known  to 
yon.  Now,  with  regard  to  this  mnsenm,  Frank  Buckland 
started  it  about  forty  years  ago,  and  at  that  time  when  he 
first  introduced  it  it  contained  about  400  objects  of 
interest.  Now,  tmfortnnately,  this  mnseum  has  at  the 
present  time  been  absolutely  neglected.  Some  of  the 
objects  h  J. ve  disappeared,  and  others,  such  as  nets  and  such 
like,  I  believe,  have  been  allowed  to  rot  in  the  cellars,  and 
I  must  say  that  the  condition  of  this  museum,  as  it 
now  stands,  does  not  reflect  much  credit  on  those 
who  have  hitherto  had  charge  of  it.  Now,  Mr. 
Buckland  left  £5000  as  a  legacy  to  the  State,  which  has 
been  accepted  by  the  Government,  for  establishing  a 
lectureahip  for  his  museum.  I  believe  to  that  sum  I  am 
correct  in  saying  that  about  £4000  vrill,  on  the  death  of 
his  widow,  be  applicable.  Now,  my  Lord  Duke,  what  we 
ask  is  that  this  Buckland  Museum  should  be  permitted  to 
remain  where  it  now  is,  that  is  at  the  Science  and  Art 
Department  of  the  Kensington  Museum,  or,  in  other 
words,  that  it  should  not  be  delegated  to  some  other  place 
which  I  beUere  is  proposed  by  some  persons ;  that  it 
should  be  a  nucleus  to  be  added  to  from  time  to  time  by 
other  exhibits,  and  that  it  should  be  placad  under  the 
Fishery  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who,  I  am 
given  to  understand,  ^ill  be  quite  willing  to  undertake  the 
duty,  and  will  most  carefully  look  after  its  interest  and 
appliances.  Now  it  appears  that  very  little  money, 
hardly  any,  is  devoted  to  the  science  of  fish  culture,  or  the 
propagation  of  knowledge  with  regard  to  fish  in  England. 
The  United  States  alone  spend  £70,000  a  year  upon  these 
objects,  and  surely  a  great  country  like  England,  which  is 
surrounded  on  all  sides  by  water,  should  not  be  backward 
in  this  respect,  and  if  hitherto  it  has  done  nothing  it  is 
not  now  too  late  to  make  a  satisfactory  beginning.  There 
are  several  other  speakers,  and  therefore,  my  Lord  Duke, 
I  will  not  detain  yon  any  further,  but  I  can  only  venture 
to  hope  that  when  yoa  have  heard  the  speeches 
of  those  of  far  greater  authority  on  these  points  than 
myself,  yon  may  feel_  inclined  to  view  favourably  the 
petition  of  this  deputation. 

Sir  Spencer  Walpole. — My  Lord  Duke :  I  have  been 
asked  to  supplement  the  observations  which  have  fallen 
from  the  Duke  of  Abercorn,  in  consequence  of  the  very 
intimate  acquaintance  which  I  enjoyed  with  Mr.  Frank 
Buckland.  During  the  last  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of 
Mr.  Buckland's  life  he  and  I  were  the  chief  advisers — I 
may  say,  in  this  country  the  only  advisers — of  Her  Majesty'a 
Government  on  all  questions  connected  with  the  fisheries 
of  this  country,  and  I  naturally  was  thrown  into  the 
closest  possible  intercourse  with  him,  and  I  enjoyed 
opportunities  of  ascertaining  his  opinions  and  of  knowing 
his  wishes  which  I  think  can  have  been  enjoyed  by  very 
few  persons  in  this  room.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  say  anything  to  prove  the  deep  interest  which 
Mr.  Buckland  took  in  this  museum.  That,  I  think,  is 
sufficiently  evident  from  the  fact  of  his  leaving  it  to  the 
nation,  and  from  the  fact  also  of  his  leaving  the  bulk  of 
his  small  fortune  to  purposes  analogous  to  those  for  which 
this  museum  was  founded.  Nor  am  I  here  to  contend  that 
at  the  time  of  Mr.  Buckland's  death  the  muBsnm  was 
either  adequate  or  complete.  It  was  much  more  adequate 
and  much  more  complete  than  it  is  now  after  twenty 
years  of  unfortunate  neglect,  and  I  am  here  to  contend 
that  it  was  a  remarkable  collection  to  have  been  formed  by 
the  energy  and  industry  of  a  single  man,  and  that  with  a 
very  moderate  expenditure ;  and  with  intelligent  super- 
vision it  might  have  been  made  by  this  time  a  complete 
and  comprehensive  collection,  illustrating  the  scientific 
and  practical  aspect  of  the  fisheries  of  this  country. 
Now,  my  Lord  Duke,  I  have  no  doubt  you  are  aware  that 
the  fisheries  of  this  kingdom  are  of  very  great  importance. 
Their  value  is  estimated,  I  believe,  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
at  between  nine  and  ten  millions  of  money — I  mean 
their  annual  value.  From  the  enquiries  which  I  myself 
made  in  other  days  I  am  quite  certain  that  that  estimate 
does  not  err  on  the  score  of  exaggeration.  I  should  like 
to  remind  you  that  that  large  sum  of  money  represents  a 
supply  of  fish  which  does  not  constitute  only  the  luxuries 
which  find  their  way  to  the  tables  of  the  rich,  but  consti- 
tutes the  cheapest  source  of  animal  food  that  goes  to  the 
homes  of  the  poor  in  this  country.  I  should  like  also  to 
remind  your  Grace  that  the  fisheries  of  this  country  give 
employment  to  more  than  100,000  men,  and  that  these 
men  supply  the  nursery  to  those  bold  and  enterprising 
seamen  on  whom  the  prosperity  and  the  very  safety  of  this 
conntry  so  very  largely  depend.  Now,  it  is  to  me  some- 
what snrprising  that  although  for  twenty  years  this 
museum  has  been  suffering  from  neglect,  both  the  Legis- 
lature and  the  Government  of  this  country  have  been 
paying  continually  iiiorea«ii  g  aiteniion  to  the  subject  of 
our  huheiieB  1  urn  not  here  to  say  whether  all  the  legis- 
lation that  has  been  pafBed,  or  all  the  regulations  that 
hive  bteu  made  have  been  wise  or  not.  But  those  who 
believe  in  tho^e  rtgulatioas,  and  those  who,  like  myself 
and  the  late  PrufeebOr  Uuxley,  share  some  doubr.  as  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  rextriotious  that  have  been  placed  on  dee^- 
sea  fiabermeu,  will  equally  concur  in  believing  tuat  what  la 
wanted  is  more  knowledge,  and  how  that  knowledge  is  to 
be  supplied  I  know  not,  except  with  the  aid  of  such 
museums  as  that  which  it  was  the  object  of  my 
friend  Mr.  Buckland  to  establish.  Now,  your  Grace, 
in  this  country  we  are  far  from  doing  what  is 
done  in  other  oountries,  Aa  the  Duke  of  Abercorn 
has  well  said,  the  government  of  the  United  States 
is  showing  us  a  great  example  in  this  respect,  and 
the  fisherieB  of  the  United  States,  important  as  they  are, 
are  not  certainly  more  important  than  those  o(  this 
country.  The  Sweetonian  Museum  in  WuBhington  have 
formed  a  oulleolion  illustrative  of  the  fisheries  of  the 


United  States,  with  which  there  is  nothing  to  compare  in 
this  country,  and  that  institution  is  in  the  closest  possible 
connection  vrith  the  United  States  Commission  on  Fish 
and  Fisheries,  and  I  dare  say  that  some  persons  in  this 
room  have  the  advantage  of  receiving  the  very  elaborate 
publications  which  from  time  to  time  ore  issued  under  the 
auspices  of  that  institution,  developing  the  whole  scientific 
and  practical  aspect  of  the  question.  Now,  we  do  not  ask 
your  Grace  to  incur  anything  like  the  somewhat  lavish 
expenditure  which  is  undertaken  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  but  we  do  ask  you  to  follow  in  the 
footsteps  in  which  they  are  walking.  We  do  ask  you  to 
sanction  a  small  expenditure  which  will  place  this  museum 
in  a  more  creditable  condition,  and  which  will  enable  it  to 
fulfil  the  objects  of  its  founder.  We  do  ask  you,  above  all. 
to  place  it  under  intelligent  supervision,  and  to  put  it  ia 
close  communication  with  the  Fisheries  Department  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  ;  and  we  ask  Mr.  Ritchie,  whom  I  am  glad 
to  see  here,  to  instruct  his  inspectors,  or  whoever  may 
have  the  management  of  that  museum,  in  supplying  it  with 
those  specimens,  both  of  fish  and  fish  instruments,  that  is 
instruments  to  catch  the  fish,  which  vnll  make  its  pnrpose  i 
useful  and  beneficial  to  the  whole  nation.  We  think,  too,' 
your  Grace,  that  there  is  a  special  reason  for  that  museum 
remaining  at  South  Kensington.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, we  are  many  of  us  glad  to  see,  have  awarded  a 
home  to  the  great  University  of  London  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  that  exhibition,  and  we  understand  that 
it  is  the  object  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  while  not 
neglecting  in  that  universit;^  those  humanities  in  which 
culture  delights,  to  make  it  especially  useful  to  the 
development  of  the  commercial  and  industrial  prosperity 
of  the  country.  We  think  that  the  fisheries  of  this  great 
kingdom,  representing  in  annual  value  nearly  ten  millions 
a  year,  would  represent  one  of  those  industries,  and  we 
think  that  there  is  a  special  advantage  that  an  adequate 
fishing  mussnm  should  be  established  within  easy  reach  of 
that  university.  I  do  not  know  that  I  need  add  anything 
more,  but  I  should  like  to  say  this  one  word,  that,  as  a 
very  great  friend  of  poor  Buckland,  and  with  a  very 
sincere  regard  for  his  memory,  I  would  much  rather  see 
the  museum  removed  altogether  than  that  it  should  be 
left  in  its  present  state  of  neglect.  We  have  every 
confidence,  your  Grace,  that  the  appeal  which  we  make 
to-day  will  rescue  that  collection  from  the  neglect  from 
which  it  has  so  long  snffered  ;  and  with  these  remarks  we 
leave  the  matter  in  your  Grace's  hands. 

Lord  Portsmouth. — My  Lord  Duke:  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  need  say  more  than  a  few  words.  I  have  been  asked  to 
speak  by  my  noble  friend  because  I  happen  to  be  chairman 
of  the  South  Sea  Fisheries  District  Committee,  and  as  I 
happen  to  be  a  member  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  of 
which  Mr.  Martin  is  Prime  Warden,  and  who  will  deal 
more  especially  with  this  subject  as  one  specially  interested 
in  the  fisheries  question.  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  any 
doubt  as  to  the  enormous  value  of  the  fisheries  industry  of 
this  country.  As  my  noble  friend  who  introduced  the 
deputation  said ,  the  wholesale  value  of  fish  during  the  last 
year  amounted  to  between  nine  and  ten  miUions  sterling. 
Of  course,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  that  does  not  take  into 
consideration  the  enormous  amount  of  retail  value,  nor  the 
number  of  men  who  are  connected  with  the  fishing  industry. 
I  would,  however,  specidly  wish  to  emphasise  the  point 
that  this  fishery  question  is,  if  I  may  say  so,  a  very  practical 
department  of  technical  education  and  technical  science. 
We  all  rejoice  that  you,  my  Lord  Duke,  have  evinced  such 
a  consideration  and  great  interest  in  this  question.  As  Sir 
Spencer  Walpole  has  said,  we  do  not  ask  for  any  extrava- 
gant scheme ;  we  do  not  ask  for  any  new  buildings  or  any 
new  museum ;  we  only  ask  that  a  collection  made  by, 
perhaps,  one  of  the  most  interesting,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
greatest,  experta  upon  this  question  should  be  put  into  a 
proper  condition,  and  that  it  should  be  rescued  from 
neglect.  We  do  ask,  as  Sir  Spencer  Walpole  has  said, 
that  there  shall  be  a  proper  supervision;  we  aak  that  we 
shall  have  a  fair  and  reasonable  space  in  South  Kensington 
Museum.  Some  of  us  here  are  not,  perhaps,  overwhelmed 
with  the  feeling  that  everything  in  South  Kensington  is 
of  Buch  enormous  importance  that  there  is  no  room  for 
a  Buckland  museum.  We  also  feel  that  we  can  reasonably, 
and  we  hope  that  we  may  successfully,  aak  that  there 
shall  be  a  moderate  allowance  allowed  for  mujeum 
expenses  and  for  salaries.  I  confess,  my  Lord  Duke, 
that  I  think  it  would  have  been  somewhat  a  reflection 
not  only  upon  the  memory  of  Mr.  Buckland,  btit 
also  a  reflection  upon  the  intelligent  interest _  of  this 
country  as  a  great  maritime  conntry  in  this  question  if  so 
interesting  a  collection  as  this  were  not  to  be  rescued  from 
neglect  in  South  Kensington,  or  what  I  think  would, 
perhaps,  be  hardly  less  derogatory,  if  it  were  to  be  handed 
over  to  be  exhibited  at  a  place  like  the  Crystal  Palace,  a 
private  company,  more  or  less,  which  has  always  fluctuated 
in  varying  degrees  of  necessitiveness  ;  or,  aa  I  have  heard  it 
was  sugitested,  ttiat  it  might  indeed  find  its  way  to  an 
inntitutiun  nut  100  miles  from  here— I  speak  of  the 
Aquarium.  I  shall  not  detain  you,  my  Lord  Duke,  any 
time  longer,  but  I  strongly  hope  that  we  may  receive  a 
favourable  answer  to  our  request. 

Mr.  Martin,  M.P.  (I'rimo  Warden  of  the  Fishmonger!' 
Company). — My  Lord  Duke:  I  have  only  a  few  wordjs  to 
say.  The  opinion  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  is  briefly 
this  :  That  whereas  a  certain  amount  of  scientific  informa- 
tion and  instruction  can  be  derived  from  the  shelves  of  the 
Natural  Hiatory  collection,  yet  what  we  want  to  see  is  a 
mure  practical  and  economical  mnseum,  and  that  will  be 
best  found,  we  believe,  in  continuing  the  museum  and 
giving  an  increased  grant  to  that  museum  which  waa 
founded  by  Mr.  Frank  Buckland.  We  want  to  look  at  it 
nut  so  much  on  this  occasion  from  the  scientific  aspect  as 
treated  by  the  Biological  Society,  but  from  the  economic 
aspect  as  bringing  in  a  large  revenue  of  considerable 
importance  to  a  great  section  of  the  country.  As  Lord 
Portsmouth  has  said,  we  do  not  want  a  mere  show  place 
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like  the  Crystal  Palace  or  elsewhere ;  we  want  it  for  use. 
AH  oar  experts  say  that  a  mnsenm  will  be  of  the  greatest 
possible  ose  in  the  economic  sense.  It  is  onr  duty  in  the 
Fishnjcngers'  Compiny  to  look  after  the  fiah  all  over 
England.  We  have  to  do  our  duty  to  the  best  of  our  ability, 
and  the  efforts  of  the  Fisbmoogers'  Company  have  been  of 
considerable  value  to  the  trade  of  the  country  (generally. 
We  might  supplement  Mr.  Frank  Buckland's  efforts  on  a 
strong  scientific  basis,  carried  out  by  gifts  which  will  be  un- 
doubtedly given.  We  have  heard  of  cases  in  which  those 
gifts  would  have  been  presented,  but  they  were  not 
presented  on  account  of  the  neglect  in  which  the  museum 
was  allowed  to  exist,  and  it  would  be  of  the  greatest 
economic  importance  to  the  country  if  we  had  that 
museum  under  the  supervision  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
when  there  is  very  little  doubt  of  its  being  populir  with 
those  whose  business  lies  in  fishery,  and  it  would  form  a 
great  adjunct  to  the  food  supply  of  the  country.  All  the 
points  have  been  pretty  well  brought  before  you,  but  I 
may  say  we  should  hope  to  have  a  very  careful  expert 
supervision.  It  need  not  be  an  expensive  one,  but  it 
should  be  thoroughly  good,  and  we  should  have  men  who 
would  take  an  interest,  and  look  after  it,  and  see  that  it 
was  allowed  to  take  the  importance  which  is  due  to  it.  I 
shall  not  detain  your  Grace  by  going  over  the  arguments 
which  have  been  so  ably  put  before  you,  but  those  are  the 
paints  on  which  we  should  insist — to  have  the  museum 
carefully  looked  after,  not  to  have  a  common  mere  show, 
but  that  it  should  be  valued  for  its  economic  purpose  in 
securing  the  welfare  of  the  great  trade  which  it  would  do 
a  great  deal  to  stimulate. 

The  Hex.  E.  B.  Pobtman. — My  Lord  Duke  :  As  a  fish- 
monger like  yourself,  and  as  treasurer  of  the  Marine 
Biological  Association,  I  hope  we  may  rely  upon  your 
weight  and  authority  goiog  with  us  in  the  object  we  have 
in  view.  As  being  connected  with  the  Marine  Biological 
Association,  I  can  assure  yon  that  th?  £cienti6c  work  that 
is  done  there  will  be  of  small  importance  for  the 
community  at  large  unless  we  are  in  some  way  assisted 
by  the  museum  that  is  suggested  and  hDpei  for.  The  use- 
fulness of  the  museum  is  without  any  question,  and  I  only 
hope  that  what  should  be  done  to-day  will  not  be  put  off 
so  long,  and  that  we  shall  not  find  the  want  of  it  in  the 
deterioration  of  onr  fishermen  and  of  our  knowledge  of 
fishery,  which  is  already  much  behind  that  of  continental 
nations.  I  only  hope  that  we  may  be  able  to  rely  upon 
your  assistance. 

Mb.  J.  WiLLis-BrND.— My  Lord  Duke  :  I  wish  to  tell 
your  Grace  what  our  experience  has  been  as  regards  the 
usefulness  of  this  scheme,  or  how  it  may  be  made  most 
useful.  I  have  been  chairman  of  the  large  Fishery  Board 
of  the  Severn,  and  when  they  were  appointed  by  Quarter 
Sessions  those  persons  knew  something  about  fisheries, 
but  when  Mr.  Eitchie,  in  1888,  on  having  them  appointed 
by  county  councils,  got  gentlemen  on  the  fishery  boards  (I 
am  speaking  as  the  chairman  of  the  Worcester  County 
Council),  they  were  keener  than  the  old  members,  but 
they  knew  nothing  whatever  about  the  subject.  They  are 
extremely  anxious  to  learn,  and  they  ask  where  they  can 
learn,  and  what  they  can  do.  One  gentleman,  for 
instance,  is  from  Birmingham,  who  fished  in  the  canal,  and 
his  knowledge  of  salmon  and  trout  is  extremely  small. 
Now,  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  not  only  to  the  board, 
but  as  a  training  for  the  water  bailiffs,  if  the  large  mass  of 
information  which  has  been  gained  were  in  some  place 
where  they  could  learn  the  practical  difference  between 
young  salmon  and  young  trout,  and  where  they  could  see  the 
various  modes  of  dragging  fish,  and  also  see  models  of  fish 
passes  and  various  other  matters  connected  with  fisheries. 
It  would  be  extremely  important,  in  training  the  water 
bailiffs,  because  at  the  present  time  you  tell  them  to  do  so 
and  so — it  is  only  telling  them — they  are  none  the  wiser. 
Yon  want  to  tell  them  what  the  nets  are,  and  what  really 
ought  to  be  used.  I  felt  so  strongly  in  this  matter  that  I 
proposed  to  the  Worcaster  County  Council — at  leist  their 
Technical  Instruction  Com  ■  ittee — to  have  some  of  the 
money  for  technical  instruction  devoted  to  classes  of  this 
kind,  to  teach  those  people  the  practical  side  of  fishing.  I 
find  It  impossible  to  organise  those  classes,  because  if  there 
wa«  not  a  museum  the  lecture  vrould  be  thrown  away, 
unless  the  lecturer  had  articles  to  refer  to.  If  we  had 
some  place  in  London  where  they  could  see  the  different 
subj^cta  in  which  they  are  interested — to  see  the  latest 
modes  in  fishing  management,  not  only  in  England,  but 
abroad — to  see  the  working  models  of  fish  passes  and  other 
matters,  a  great  deal  of  good  would  be  done.  To  give  one 
instance,  we  are  feeling  now  on  the  Severn  the  great  evil 
of  turbines.  The  old  gratings  to  protect  fish  at  mills  are 
useless  against  turbines.  Turbines  in  consequence  of  the 
dry  summers  are  increasing  and  a  large  number  of  fish 
descending  the  rivers  are  Sestroyed.  I  do  not  know 
where  to  see  the  proper  patterns  in  gratings  ;  some  are  in 
Ireland,  and  some  in  the  West  of  Scotland  are  used  to 
protect  fiah  against  turbines.  If  we  could  get  the  best 
form  of  grating  and  have  it  exhibited  in  London  it  would 
be  of  great  practical  use.  This  is  an  example.  If 
we  had  some  museum  where  all  the  different  things  con- 
noeted  with  the  fisheries  not  only  those  that  were  success- 
ful, but  also  those  which  were  failures,  were  to  be 
seen,  so  that  we  might  be  able  to  learn  what  was  the 
proper  course  to  take  in  managing  fisheries,  the  very 
greatest  good  would  bs  done  to  the  fisheries  in  this  country, 
I  am  sure  I  am  speaking  the  views  of  the  large  centres  of 
population  ;  I  know  that  I  am  speaking  the  views  of  the 
Midland  counties,  at  any  rate,  that  if  the  Board  of  Trade 
took  over  the  control  and  management  of  this  museum,  it 
wonld  be  a  raccess. 

Me.  William  Senioe.— My  Lord  Duke  :  I  have  been 
asked  to  say  a  few  words  on  behalf  of  the  angling  interests 
of  the  country.  It  may  seem,  at  first  sight,  that  sport  is 
a  very  small  and  insignificant  matter  to  be  brought  into  a 
deputation  like  this ;  but  our  sport,  at  any  rate,  is  one  of 
tboM  that  we  may  claim  to  be  a  handmaid  to  loience,  and 


having  an  intimate  connection  with  the  commercial  side  of 
the  fisheries  question.  The  points  of  the  memorial  are 
placed  so  clearly  and  so  fully  before  your  Grace,  that  it 
would  ill  become  me  to  say  more  than  a  few  sentences. 
Your  Grace  has  probably  noticed  in  the  dales  of  Derby- 
shire how  anglers  have  increased  one  hundredfold  during 
the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years.  That  sort  of  thing  has 
been  going  on  all  over  the  country,  and  we  may  claim  a 
constituency  whose  opinion  is  worth  listening  to.  I  believe, 
your  Grace,  if  I  had  an  opportunity,  I  could  bring  a 
petition  signed  by  over  50,000  anglers,  all  ia  support  of  the 
objects  of  thU  deputation.  We  not  only  want  the  Buck- 
land  Museum  to  be  as  it  is,  and  where  it  is,  but  we  wish  it 
to  be  developed  as  Frank  Buckland  desired.  When  Frank 
Bnckland  bequeathed  his  museum  to  the  nation  it  was  not 
a  full  grown  tree — it  was  merely  a  seed.  Government 
after  Government  has  been  content  to  neglect  that  seed, 
and  aUow  it  to  lie  where  it  is  in  the  ground,  and  it  is 
because  we  believe  it  is  at  the  present  moment  in  danger 
of  perishing  from  dry  rot  that  we  ask  the  Government  to 
be  kind  enough  to  do  something  to  start  it  into  a  career  of 
growth  that  cannot  fail  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  nation  at 
large. 

The  Hon.  Cecil  Duncombe. — My  Lord  Duke:  As 
representing  the  Fishery  Board  of  the  great  county  of 
York,  I  have  to  express  my  hope  that  you  will  give  the 
appeal  which  you  have  heard  to-day  a  most  favourable  con- 
sideration. As  has  been  said,  it  is  a  point  which  we  urge 
upon  you,  the  enormous  importance  of  this  great  industry, 
and  I  would  also  say  if  you  see  your  way  to  grant  our 
petition  and  to  favourably  consider  it,  that  you  will  retain 
this  Buckland  Museum  at  South  Kensington.  That  is  the 
fountain  head  of  technical  and  scientific  knowledge  which 
is  disseminated  throughout  the  country.  On  that  site  this 
museum  would  be  of  far  greater  value  than  it  could  be 
anywhere  else,  and  it  certainly  seems  of  that  great 
importance  that  it  should  be  under  Government  control, 
and  not  relegated  to  a  place  like  the  Crystal  Palace.  I 
mi^ht  say,  personally,  that  the  musenm  was  of  considerable 
value  to  us  in  Yorkshire  when  we  were  putting  out  salmon 
ladders  on  some  of  the  rivers.  We  had  the  advantage  of 
knowing  what  had  been  done  there,  and  the  models  there 
recommended  and  approved  of  by  Mr.  Frank  Buckland. 
Therefore  I  can  give  my  personal  testimony  to  the  use- 
fulness of  this  musenm.  My  Lord  Duke,  I  would  urge 
that  if  a  decision  is  come  to,  that  time  rather  presses.  I 
had  not  seen  that  exhibition  for  a  great  many  years,  and 
so  I  went  down  this  morning  to  it,  and  I  find  that  it  is  in 
course  of  being  rapidly  dismantled,  owing  to  the  exigencies 
of  space  and  to  provide  a  room  for  the  examination  of  the 
Science  and  Art  Department.  Well,  the  whole  place  is 
being  dismantled,  and  I  was  told  that  it  could  be  restored, 
and  the  things  taken  care  of,  and  that  they  would  be 
replaced.  But  we  all  know  that  when  those  shelves  are 
put  away  for  many  weeks  they  do  not  emerge  in  that  con- 
dition in  which  they  disappeared,  and  therefore  some 
temporary  decision  should  be  come  to,  so  that  no  damage 
should^  be  done  to  this  most  valuable  and  interesting 
collection. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Makston.— My  Lord  Duke  :  I  shall  not 
detain  you  very  long.  As  an  old  friend  of  Frank  Bnck- 
land, and  as  representing  a  great  many  fishermen  through 
the  Fishing  Oazette,  I  am  delighted  to  attend  this  repre- 
sentative meeting  which  I  consider  a  tribute  to  his  memory 
and  the  good  work  he  did.  Gentlemen  interested  in  fisheries 
who  come  from  foreign  countries  and  our  colonies  often  call 
upon  me  for  iuformation  as  to  how  they  can  see  our  Govern- 
meLt  fish-cultare  museum  and  fish-breeding  establishments. 
Then  I  have  to  tell  them  we  have  no  Government  institu- 
tions such  as  they  have  in  the  United  States,  and  that  we 
are  behind  Canada,  New  Zealand,  and  th=)  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  in  this  respect.  Now,  I  think  it  would  be  doing  some- 
thing to  take  away  this  reproach  from  our  own  country  in 
this  respect  if  Buckland's  ideas  were  carried  out  in  the  way 
in  which  he  wished  that  they  should  be  carried  out.  I  can 
add  nothing  to  tbe  arguments  which  have  already  been 
presented  to  your  Grace,  but  I  would  say  this :  If  it  is 
done  under  the  auspices  of  this  Government,  we  know 
that  it  will  be  well  done,  a»d  all  those  who  are  interested 
in  fisheries  will  thank  the  Government  that  does  it.  For 
t  Acaty  years  no  Government  of  this  country  has  cared 
much  about  our  fisheries. 

Db.  Chas.  Patterson. — My  Lord  Duke:  I  feel  some 
difBdence  in  saying  anything  at  a  deputation  of  this  kind. 
I  represent  very  nearly  1000  amateur  sea  anglers.  We 
are  ordinary  citizens,  going  about  and  finding  in  our 
recreation  the  ignorance  everywhere,  right  and  left, 
amongst  all  ranks  of  society,  as  regards  the  importance  of 
the  great  fishing  industry  of  the  country.  We  are  longing 
for  information,  and  longing  to  give  information  to  the 
men  occupied  in  the  fiih  trade  themselves.  We  find  those 
men  longing  for  information,  and  we  cannot  get  it,  and 
we  have  no  headquarters  to  get  the  information  from, 
and  we  hope  that  tbis  Government  will  not  put  off  the 
evil  dav  to  the  time  when  our  fisheries  will  be  nothing  to 
what  thjy  have  been  in  the  past. 

Replt. 

The  Duke  of  DKyoN8HiRH.— My  Lord  Duke  and 
Gentlemen:  I  hope  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say 
th  it  I  have  listened  with  great  interest  to  the  speeches 
which  have  been  made,  and  whatever  conclusion  the 
Government  or  the  department  which  I  especially  repre- 
sent m»y  arrive  at  in  this  matter,  I  hope  you  will  not 
suppose  for  a  moment  that  we  are  indifferent  to  the  very 
great  magnitude  of  the  interests  which  you  represent. 
The  sx>eoial  object,  I  believe,  of  the  deputation  to-day  is 
to  support  the  prayer  of  a  memorial  which  was  addressed 
to  Mr.  Ritchie  and  myself  that  this  museum  shouM  ie 
retained  at  South  Kensington,  where  it  now  is.  I  had 
hoped  that  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  addressed  us 
to-day  would  hare  adverted  to  the  fact  and  produced  some 
arguments  against. the  oonolnsions  which  have  been  arrived 


at,  as  you  must  be  aware,  by  two  distinct  committees.  In 
the  first  place,  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Treasury 
reported  against  the  retention  of  the  museum  in  its  present 
position,  and  still  more  recently  a  select  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion  ;  and  I 
think,  gentlemen,  if  you  refer  to  the  evidence  which  you 
yourselves  bring  forward  and  quote  in  the  memorial — that 
of  Professor  Huxley,  Sir  Richard  Owen,  and  others — yon 
will  see  that  while  the  witnesses  whom  you  call  bear 
testimony  to  the  great  importance  of  the  collection,  they 
all  concur  that  it  should  be  removed  elsewhere,  or,  at  all 
events,  that  it  should  be  placed  under  different  manage- 
ment and  under  a  different  organisation.  Without 
expressing  any  definite  conclusion  as  to  whether  it  may  be 
possible  for  South  Kensington  to  continue  to  give  a  home 
to  the  museum,  which,  perhaps,  may  be  properly  the 
subject  of  further  enquiry,  I  must  say  that  I  do 
not  think  that  we  possess  in  our  department,  the 
Science  and  Art  Department,  or  in  the  future  Educa- 
tion Department,  the  kind  of  expert  knowledge  and 
ability  which  would  be  required  to  a  proper  develop- 
ment and  management  of  such  a  museum  as  this. 
It  does  not  appear  to  us  that  such  a  musenm  is  more  in 
place  at  South  Kensington  as  a  part  of  our  collection 
there,  of  a  collection  of  objects  of  art  and  objects  of 
scientific  interest,  than  would  be  a  model  farm ;  and  it 
certainly  appears  to  us  also  that  the  illustration  of  pro- 
cesses for  food  production,  which  is  the  object  of  a  fishery 
museum,  can  no  more  be  appropriately  shown  in  our 
museum  at  South  Kensington  than  could  other  processes 
of  manufacturing  or  of  a  mining  chiracter.  But  there  is 
one  point  on  which  I  should  like  to  say  a  word.  It  has 
been  asserted  by  several  speakers  that  the  collection  haa 
been  allowed  to  fall  almost  into  ruin  and  decay.  That,  I 
am  sure,  is  not  quite  in  accordance  with  the  fact.  It  is 
stated  by  those  who  are  respcnsible  for  it  that  it  has  been 
maintained  in  good  order  since  it  has  been  under  the 
Science  and  Art  Department.  It  is  quite  true  that  a  good 
many  specimens  have  had  to  be  destroyed  for  want  of 
space  to  exhibit  them,  but  these  were  such  as  had  no 
value  for  the  special  purpose  of  a  museum,  among  them 
being  oasts  of  a  whale,  of  a  small  hippopotamus,  and  of 
certain  snakes.  Reference  has  also  been  made  to  a 
suggestion  which  was  made  by  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  of  Wales  at  the  close  of  the  Fisheries  Exhibition. 
That  suggestion  was  the  formation  of  a  fisheries  society, 
and  I  think  that  it  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  no 
practical  effect  has  been  given  to  the  suggestion  of  His 
Royal  Highness.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  great  question 
of  the  fisheries  is  one  which  might  be  made  the  object  of 
the  care  and  exertions  of  such  an  association  as,  for 
instance,  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society,  which  has  for  a 
great  number  of  years  now  done  so  much  for  the 
progress  of  agriculture  in  this  country.  But  failing  the 
formation  of  any  society  such  as  this,  which  might 
perhaps  be  the  best  organisation  to  which  the  care  and 
development  of  such  a  museum  as  the  Buckland  Fish 
Museum  should  be  entrusted,  it  appears  to  me,  assuming 
that  Government  assistance  should,  in  some  shape  or  form, 
be  given  to  the  development  of  the  fishing  industry,  and 
to  the  maintenance  of  a  museum  illustrative  of  that 
industry,  that  the  matter  is  one  much  more  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Board  of  Trade  than  for  the  department 
over  which  I  preside,  and  I  am  very  glad  indeed  that  it  has 
been  in  the  power  of  Mr.  Ritchie  to  attend  here  to-day 
and  to  listen  to  the  very  interesting  speeches  which  have 
been  made  on  this  subject.  I  believe  that  at  present  it  has 
not  been  thought  necessary  for  the  Government  to  do  so 
much  for  the  fishing  industry  of  England  as  is  done  by  a 
great  many  foreign  countries,  notably  the  United  States, 
or  even  as  much  as  is  done  for  Irish  and  Scotch  fisheries. 
I  hope  that  my  friend  Mr.  Ritchie  will  consider  whether 
it  is  possible  that  his  department,  the  fishery  branch  of  his 
department,  should  be  in  any  way  fur  her  developed  or 
extended,  and  whether  in  connection  with  such  an  exten- 
sion it  might  be  possiole  for  his  department  to  undertake 
the  custody  and  development  and  further  progress  of  this 
museum.  If  we  can  give  him  any  assistance  in  such  an 
enquiry,  and  if  he  should,  as  the  result  of  such  an  enquiry, 
be  able  to  press  any  measures  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  Treasury,  I  can  only  assura  you  that  I  should  be  most 
happy  to  give  him  all  the  assistance  that  I  can.  But  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  although  it  is  possible  that  we  may  still 
be  able  to  give  a  home  and  accommodation  to  this  musenm 
in  the  new  buildings  which  are  about  to  be  erected  in 
South  Kensington,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  that  is  a 
place  where  they  can  be  shown  to  the  very  best  advantage, 
and  at  all  events  I  think  that  the  management  and  custody, 
and  development  of  the  museum  ought  to  be  pntru<ited  to 
gome  other  department  than  ihe  Science  and  Arc  Depart- 
ment, which  is  not  specially  organised  for  such  a  purpose. 
I  do  not  know  whether  after  what  you  have  heard 
Mr.  Ritchie  would  like  to  say  anything,  out  it  you  should 
think  fit  to  enter  into  any  further  enquiries  on  this 
question,  it  will  give  us  the  grea  est  personal  satisfaction 
to  contribute  in  any  way  to  a  successful  result. 

Mr.  Ritchie.— I  need  hardly  say  that  I  have  listened 
with  very  great  interest  to  the  speeches  which  have  been 
made  to-day  on  a  m  itter  which  I  agree  is  one  of  the  very 
greatest  importance  to  the  whole  community,  and  I  can 
only  say,  with  regard  to  a  remark  by  a  gentleman  that 
governments  cared  nothing  for  fisheries,  if  governments 
were  so  foolish  as  to  neglect  and  to  care  little  for  such  a 
great  indut.try  as  that,  they  would  be  very  unworthy  of  the 
position  which  they  occupy,  for  I  can  conceive  of  hardly 
anything  which  is  more  important  to  the  working  claeaes 
of  this  kingdom  than  doing  everything  we  can  to  develop 
and  increase  the  production  of  a  food  which  is  so  essential 
to  them,  and  whioh  ought  to  be  cheap.  Now,  I  do  not 
know  that  I  can  acd  anything  of  value  to  what  his  Graca 
has  said  ;  bnt  this  I  will  say,  that  I  can  quite  _  understand 
that  the  departcceat  over  which  he  presides  is  not 
sufficiently  staffed  with  technical  adviisrs  as  to  enable  it  to 
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deal  thoroughly  and  completely  with  snoh  a  question!  as 
that  which  you  have  brought  before  us  to-day.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Board  of  Trade  has  the  fisheries  under 
their  control,  and  they  are  responsible,  and  we  are 
responsible  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  everything  con- 
nected with  the  fishing  industry  ;  and  if  by  enquiry  some 
means  could  be  provided  by  which  the  museum  should  be 
properly  housed  in  South  Kensington,  or  elsewhere,  and 
the  working  of  the  museum  and  the  other  matters 
connected  with  it  should  be  entrusted  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  we  shall  be  very  glad  to  undertake  the 
work.  But  there  is  one  necessary  condition,  namely, 
that  we  should  get  the  support  of  the  Treasury,  for  it  is 
clear  that  we  could  not  contemplate  the  undertaking 
of  snoh  a  daty  without  a  very  considerable  increase  of  the 
staff  at  the  disposal  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  These  are  all  matters  which  we  think  should  be 
inquired  into — the  Duke  has  promised  that  they  shall  be 
inquired  into— and  as  far  as  the  Board  of  Trade  is  con- 
cerned you  can  rely  upon  it  that  we  are  alive  to  the  great 
necessities  of  the  case,  and  will  do  our  utmost  to  further 
the  opinions  expressed  in  this  room  to-day.  It  is  quite 
clear  that  the  museum,  as  it  stands,  is  comparatively 
worthless  for  the  purpose  for  which  the  museum  ought  to 
exist,  and  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  abolish  it  altogether 
than  not  to  do  something  to  improve  it.  The  museum, 
after  all,  of  the  kind  that  you  desire  is  not  simply  for 
the  purpose  of  exhibiting  models  or  attracting  the  atten- 
tion of  the  curious  ;  it  is,  as  has  been  said,  a  means  to  an 
end,  the  end  being  the  proper  investigation  and  research 
into  the  habits  of  fish  and  other  matters,  with  a  view  of 
endeavouring  to  develop  the  industry  in  the  way  in  which 
it  ought  to  be  developed.  I  hope  that  the  result  of  this 
deputation  to-day  may  lead  to  a  careful  inquiry  into  all 
the  matters  connected  with  it,  and  that  we  may  be  able  to 
come  to  some  conclusions  which  will  be  satisfactory  to 
those  who  have  come  here  to-day,  and  satisfactory  to  all 
who  are  interestedln  the  culture  of  fish. 

The  Duke  of  Abebcokn. — With  regard  to  the  com- 
mittees which  have  sat  with  reference  to  the  Buckland 
Museum,  I  did  not  bring  them  under  the  notice  of  your 
Grace  because  I  was  not  quite  certain  of  the  voting  of  the 
two  committees.  I  know  that  the  voting  of  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  by  no  means 
unanimous — seven  were  for  the  museum  being  removed, 
and  three  were  against  it,  and  five  were  absent.  I  do  not 
know  about  the  voting  of  the  other  committee.  May  I 
ask  one  favour,  namely,  that  the  process  of  dismember- 
ment of  this  unfortunate  museum  may  not  be  allowed  to 
continue  any  longer,  and,  at  any  rate,  when  the  exhibits 
are  taken  from  that  locality,  they  may  be  carefully  housed 
in  a  properly  dried  room,  so  that  in  the  future  they  will 
not  deteriorate. 

Major-General  Festino. — They  will  be  quite  safe 
where  they  are  now. 

The  Duke  of  Abercobn. — Are  they  in  cellars  ? 

Major-Genebal  Festing. — No  ;  they  are  not  in 
cellars. 

The  Dcke  of  Abeecobn. — On  behalf  of  the  deputation 
I  have  to  thank  your  G'ace  and  Mr.  Bitchie  for  having  so 
long  and  attentively  listened  to  us. 


FRESH  MILK  AS  FOOD  FOR 
TROUT  FRY. 

Extracts  from,  the  1899  Report  of  the  Hatchery 
Committee,  Parmaohenee  Club,  Parmachenee  Lake, 
U.S.A. 


Henet  W.  Poor,  Esq.,  President. 

Following  the  policy  agreed  upon  last  season, 
the  only  fish  distributed  were  those  hatched  in  the 
year  1897  and  1898,  while  those  hatched  in  1899 
are  to  be  carried  through  the  winter. 

The  season  of  1899  was  remarkable  for  long 
continued  hot  weather  without  rain,  but,  thanks 
to  the  new  pipe  line  from  Moose  Brook,  we  had 
at  all  times  sufficient  water.  We  must  therefore 
attribute  our  heavy  loss  of  fry  in  July  and  August 
to  some  other  cause.  Specimens  of  dead  fry  were 
sent  to  Colebrook  hatchery  for  a  report  as  to 
cause  of  death.  The  superintendent  answered 
that  a  careful  examination  failed  to  disclose  any 
sign  of  disease.  Your  committee  was,  therefore, 
confirmed  in  its  belief  that  the  loss  was  due  to 
sudden  and  wide  variations  of  temperature,  such 
changes  being  always  most  fatal  to  young  fry, 
trout  in  particular. 

Your  committee  is  glad  to  report  that  the 
success  of  the  planting  oi  both  shrimp  and  smelt 
in  our  waters  seems  to  be  assured.  Shrimp  were 
found  in  the  trout  caught  at  Lower  Black,  and 
adult  smelt  were  found  on  the  shore  of  the  lake 
last  spring.  The  salmon  taken  this  year  were 
well  fed  and  in  good  condition. 

Your  committee  has  given  a  great  deal  of  time 
and  attention  to  the  question  of  food  supply 
in  a  country  situated  as  ours  is,  and  by  a  process 
of  elimination  has  arrived  at  the  unanimous 
conclusion  that  fresh  milk  curdled  at  once  with 
rennet  is  the  best  food  for  all  young  fry,  and  can 
always  be  used  with  good  results  for  the  older 
fish.  It  will  also  be  found  to  be  the  cheapest 
food  and  the  most  easily  obtained. 


While  last  year  we  were  compelled  to  carry  a 
comparatively  small  number  of  eggs,  this  year, 
with  our  great  facilities  for  the  care  of  the  fry, 
we  are  under  no  such  restriction.  This  year  we 
have  taken  from  the  Parmachenee  waters 
777  spawners  and  melters,  and  had  on  hand 
in  November  at  the  hatchery  110,000  eggs. 
Among  the  catches  made  was  one  of  fifteen  fish, 
weighing  221b.,  the  largest  two  being  4ilb.  each ; 
and  another  catch  of  eleven  fish,  weighing  201b.,  the 
largest  being  6lb.,  a  heavy  fish  for  these 
waters. 

As  stated  in  last  year's  report,  a  7in.  pipe  was 
laid  for  a  distance  of  1025Et.  from  the  Moose 
Brook  to  the  header  at  the  new  hatchery.  For 
875ft.  of  the  distance  the  pipe  was  laid  in  a  ditch 
34ft,  deep,  and  for  150ft.  in  a  cut  8ft.  deep ;  10ft. 
of  this  cut  had  to  be  cut  2  ft.  deep  into  the  ledge 
itself.  For  the  whole  length  of  this  cut  the  pipe 
is  enclosed  in  a  box  of  hewed  timber  to  protect  it 
from  the  pressure  of  earth  above  it.  A  dam  4ft. 
high  was  built  across  the  Moose  Brook,  to  which 
a  new  apron  has  been  added  this  fall.  The  pipe, 
passing  the  side  embankment,  extends  into  the 
pool  about  10ft.,  being  properly  boxed,  weighted, 
and  screened  at  the  intake, 

The  water  is  thus  carried  into  a  large  tract  of 
ground,  which  has  been  all  levelled  and  cleaned, 
leaving  a  few  trees  for  shade.  The  pipe 
discharges  into  a  tank  16ft.  long,  4ft.  wide,  and 
4ft.  deep,  and  from  this  two  spouts,  with  proper 
shutters,  carry  the  water  into  the  headers  for 
distribution  among  the  troughs  and  small  ponds, 
while  a  third  pipe,  underground,  carries  water  to 
the  three  large  ponds  140ft.  away. 

The  headers  supply  thirty-two  troughs  near 
the  receiving  tank,  of  the  ordinary  type,  placed 
upon  trestles,  and  removable  at  pleasure,  and  four 
ponds  32ft.  long,  5ffc.  wide,  and  2ft.  deep,  for 
small  fry.  (While  the  hatching  is  going  on 
through  the  winter,  these  troughs  are  dried  and 
repainted  to  receive  the  young  fry  when  they 
begin  to  feed;  while  the  hatching  troughs  are 
dried  and  repainted  during  the  summer,  thus 
reducing  the  chance  of  fungus  growth  in  the 
troughs  to  a  minimum.) 

We  have  also  built  three  large  ponds  48ft.  long, 
8ft.  wide,  and  from  3ft.  to  4ft  deep.  These 
ponds  were  dug  5ft.  deep,  framed  of  hewn  timber, 
and  planked  with  l^in.  boards  ;  the  bottoms  are 
planked  like  the  sides,  and  are  covered  with  a 
layer  of  gravel  6in.  deep.  All  the  wood  is  painted 
with  two  coats  of  asphaltum  paint. 

Our  last  pond,  placed  near  the  entrance  of  the 
grounds,  is  100ft.  long,  lift,  wide,  and  2^it.  deep, 
and  at  present  holds  our  yearling  salmon. 

We  were  forced  to  build  a  small  camp  (23ft.  by 
24ft.  inside)  for  the  men  to  work  in  during  the 
winter.  It  is  supplied  with  water  by  a  2in.  pipe 
from  the  receiving  tank. 

Few  who  were  not  familiar  with  the  character 
of  ground  before  work  was  begun,  and  have  not 
seen  the  plant  as  it  now  is,  can  realise  the 
immense  amount  of  hard  work  that  has  been  done 
by  Valence,  our  superintendent,  and  what  he  has 
accomplished.  Besides  completing  all  the  work  in 
a  most  economical  and  thorough  manner,  he  has 
carried  on  his  work  as  fish  culturist  without 
interruption,  and  is  entitled  to  the  greatest  credit 
and  thanks  of  the  club.  The  ground  was  full  of 
rock,  and  the  excavating  both  for  laying  the  pipe 
and  building  the  ponds  was  exceedingly  difficult. 
By  the  end  of  next  season  your  committee  feels 
sure  that  the  club  will  own  a  plant  capable  of 
handling  all  the  eggs  we  can  obtain,  and  of  carry- 
ing the  fish  as  long  as  is  desirable. 

Robert  Stttrgis        /'Hatchery  Oom- 
(Chairman),j   mittee  of  Par- 
Henry  P.  Wells,      1  machenee  Fish- 
M.  DwiQHT  Collier.  (.  ing  Club,  1899. 

January  17,  1900. 


THE  AVON  (RINGWOOD). 


Mr.  John  Patkrson,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
writing  on  the  4bh  inst.  from  the  Avon  Castle 
Hotel,  at  Ringwood,  tells  us  that  on  Friday,  the 
2nd,  he  had  a  clean  run  salmon  on  for  ten 
minutes ;  on  the  3rd  he  leturned  two  kelts.  No 
clean  fish  has  been  killed  with  the  rod  yet — a  few 
have  been  got  in  the  nets  lower  down.  On  the 
3rd  some  pike  anglers  staying  at  this  hotel  caught 
seven  pike,  weighing  681b.,  the  largest  161b. — all 
taken  spinning. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  BARBEL. 

{Concluded  from  page  73.) 


Bites. — There  are  occasions  when  the  sun  is  so 
hot,  insects  are  making  di-owsy  music  in  the 
trees,  and  the  angler  imitates  Mr.  Pickwick's 
example,  and  closes  his  eyes  in  order  to  appreciate 
more  fully  the  beauty  of  his  surroundings.  At 
moments  such  as  these,  when  one  is  half  asleep 
and  half  awake,  the  best  fish  often  takes  the 
bait.  If  it  so  happens  that  any  of  my  readers  are 
thus  rudely  awakened  from  their  drowsy  con- 
dition, there  is  no  need  to  snatch  at  the  rod  and 
strike  too  heavily,  because  if  there  is  anything 
like  a  strong  pull  it  is  ten  to  one  that  the  fish  has 
hooked  itself,  and  only  needs  playing  and  landing. 
Barbel,  like  all  other  fish,  bite  very  differently 
on  one  occasion  to  what  they  do  on  another, 
good  fish,  without  any  apparent  reason,  biting 
more  in  the  manner  of  fish  from  a  ^Ib.  to  ^Ib.  in 
weight ;  but  when  the  bait  is  in  a  direct  line  with 
the  rod  top,  as  in  ledgering,  as  a  rule  the  tyro 
will  not  be  far  wrong  if  he  strikes  after  the  second 
nudge ;  but  when  they  are  biting  gingerly,  and 
only  giving  half-hearted  knocks  like  the  "  nig,  nig  " 
of  a  dace,  he  must  be  on  the  alert  and  wait  for  a 
more  decisive  pull  which  denotes  that  the  bait 
has  actually  been  taken  and  instantly  responded 
to.  When  they  are  in  this  peculiar  humour 
— many  fish  being  missed  and  few  taken — a 
good  plan  is  to  pass  the  hook  through  the  tail 
end  of  a  well-scoured,  tough  maiden  lob,  and 
this  attractive  bait,  crawling  on  the  ground,  will 
often  circumvent  them  when  nothing  else  will. 

Ground-bait. — No  fish  requires  more  careful 
baiting  for  than  the  barbel,  but  well-known  swims 
frequently  get  spoilt  by  several  anglers  baiting 
with  different  things  unknown  to  each  other — a 
swim  within  the  space  of  forty-eight  hours  being 
baited  with  cheese,  worms,  and  a  mixture  of 
greaves  and  barley  meal.  I  have  seen  such  a  lot 
of  the  latter  bait  thrown  into  a  swim  that  would 
spoil  it  for  at  least  a  fortnight.  Judging  from 
what  I  have  smelt  when  cleaning  barbel  caught 
with  greaves,  my  opinion  is  that  too  much  of  it 
makes  them  very  queer,  and  they  do  not  forget 
it.  Where  the  novice  usually  goes  wrong  by 
wasting  his  materials  in  ground-baiting,  is  not 
paying  sufficient  attention  to  the  "  set "  or  run  and 
force  of  the  current.  For  instance,  in  baiting  an 
eddy  he  often  throws  the  bait  out  too  far,  and 
instead  of  swirling  into  the  hole  and  heart  of  the 
swim,  it  is  drawn  into  the  main  current  and  lost. 
Speaking  generally,  barbel  prefer  rather  a  fast 
current,  such  as  that  flowing  from  the  tail  of  a 
weir,  or  where  the  water  flows  over  a  gravelly  or 
sandy  bottom,  to  a  deep  hole  in  which  the  current 
glides  along  quietly  and  slowly.  Near  the  shelter 
of  plumb  banks  is  often  a  good  find,  or  any 
deepish  run  just  beyond  a  shoal.  In  such  swims 
as  these  there  is  always  a  danger  of  throwing  the 
ground-bait  too  far  downstream,  more  especially 
when  using  worms. 

If  a  boat  be  used  it  should  be  allowed  to  di'op 
down  foot  by  foot  when  approaching  the  swim 
with  as  little  noise  as  possible.  I  have  seen  a 
couple  of  anglers  do  all  this  in  the  most  careful 
manner,  and,  after  getting  the  boat  nicely  fixed 
by  the  aid  of  a  weight  at  each  end,  cast  a  heavy 
ledger  right  in  the  swim  and  frighten  every  barbel 
away.  If  it  is  intended  to  swim  the  float  from  the 
bank,  after  obtaining  the  depth,  a  peg  may  be 
stuck  in  level  with  the  water  so  that  it  can  be  seen 
at  a  glance  whether  in  the  interim  there  has  been 
a  rise  or  fall ;  and,  if  the  depth  has  been  marked 
on  the  rod,  which  it  should  be  when  the  swim  is 
baited,  this  saves  disturbing  it  unduly  when  it  is 
fished,  and  enables  the  angler,  without  any  more 
trouble  than  is  involved  by  the  small  calculation 
requisite  to  adjust  the  float,  to  obtain  the  proper 
depths. 

One  of  the  best  ground-baits  with  which  I  am 
acquainted,  and  one  which  is  often  used  with 
success,  is  composed  of  about  41b.  of  greaves 
chopped  up  into  pieces  about  the  size  of  a  crown 

Eiece  and  allowed  to  simmer  for  six  or  seven 
ours,  31b.  of  boiled  potatoes,  and  a  pennyworth 
of  scalded  barley  meal,  well  mixed  in  a  pan,  which 
can  best  be  done  with  the  hand.  The  potatoes, 
greaves,  and  barley  meal  can  thus  be  well 
incorporated,  and,  if  properly  done,  the  "  mash  " 
will  be  a  "  clarty,"  sticky  mass,  and,  when  held 
up,  hang  together  in  lumps. 
There  is  no  mistake  about  these  lumps  aeon 
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"FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund — the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  fi-om  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


THIRTEENTH  LIST. 


The  Park  Aogliiig  Society  (per  Sir.  W.  Skeggs, 
sec.) ;  Collected  at  concert  held  at  the  Park 
Hotel,  Park  Lane,  Tottenham,  on  the  3rd 
inst.,  for  the  Wounded  Soldiers'  Tobacco 

.  Fnnd   

"Falkirk"   


£  s.  d. 


Per  Mr.  H.  L.  W.  Godwin  :  Collected  at  the 
Annual  Dinner  of  the  Priern  JBarnet  and  New 
Southgate  Conservative  Association,  Jan.  31 


£ 


Amount  from  twelfth  list 
Total  


2   3  9 

4  13  9 
171  5  2 

178  18  11 


In  cur  last  issue  we  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  lOs.  from  Mr.  T.  ArkooU.    This  amount  was  made  up  as  follows  ; 
A  Friend,  53. ;  E.  G.  A.,  Is. ;  L.  Sootford,  Is. ;  G.  A.  Powell,  la. ;  M.  Hariis,  Is. ;  and  W.  A.,  Is. 

*«*  Several  BubsoriptionB  have  arrived  too  late  for  acknowledgment  this  week — will  appear  in  next  Uat. 


sinking  to  the  bottom,  even  in  a  moderately  fast 
stream,  and,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  this  is  a 
mixture  amply  sufficient  to  awaken  the  appetites 
of  the  fish  and  bring  them  on  the  feed,  if  at  least 
twenty  hours  are  allowed  to  elapse  before  com- 
mencing to  fish. 

The  greaves  can,  of  course,  be  thrown  in 
separately  if  so  desired.  Personally,  I  prefer  to 
prepare  them  as  described.  If,  however,  they  are 
used  alone,  the  quantity  should  be  reduced  to 
about  2ilb.,  and  after  picking  out  enough  white 
and  tender  pieces  for  the  hook  bait,  should  be  cut 
up  into  small  pieces.  When  I  say  2|lb.,  I  think  it 
is  better  to  give  them  too  little  than  too  much,  for 
it  is  a  bait  that  barbel  scon  get  tired  of.  With 
respect  to  the  mixture,  if  the  time  can  be  spared 
to  thoroughly  bait  the  swim,  half  of  it  can  be 
thrown  in  on  the  first,  and  the  remainder  on  the 
following  morning. 

When  to  Fish. — As  a  rule  the  best  time  for  using 
greaves  is  when  the  water  is  clear  and  at  its 
ordinary  summer  level.  Evening  is  often  pro- 
ductive of  the  best  sport,  because  in  the  daytime, 
if  the  weather  be  very  sultry  and  oppressive  the 
fish  are  frequently  not  on  the  feed  from  about  ten 
o'clock  until  five,  when  they  come  on  again. 

Some  years  ago  I  was  camping  up  Thames 
above  Oxiord  with  a  party  of  jolly  anglers,  who 
included  some  crack  roach  fishermen.  It  was  in 
August,  very  hot,  and  I  noticed  that  between  the 
hours  I  have  mentioned  to  catch  some  kinds  of 
fiah  was  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule,  but 
after  five  o'clock  until  well  into  the  night  we  had 
no  cause  to  grumble  at  want  of  sport.  When 
baiting  with  greaves  either  a  single  or  double  hook 
can  be  used.  In  the  latter  case  it  is  advisable  to 
have  a  buckle  swivel  attached  to  the  end  of  the 
line,  so  that  the  gut  trace  can  be  quickly  and 
easily  disconnected,  and  a  piece  of  clean  white 
pipe  or  gut  passed  over  the  shots  and  allowed  to 
rest  on  the  bend  of  the  hook,  the  point  being  con- 
cealed by  two  or  three  small,  dainty,  white  tit-bits 
or  a  piece  of  "chitling"  or  gut,  with  the  hook 
passed  in  and  out  until  the  shank  is  well  covered 
and  the  point  just  protrudes.  Some  adopt  one 
method  and  some  the  other,  but  I  think  the 
former  method  is  the  most  attractive.  Before 
commencing  to  fish,  throw  in  from  twelve  to 
^ghteen  bite,  about  the  size  of  dice,  cut  up  from 
pieces  of  the  prepared  greaves,  where  they  can  be 
well  fished  over,  as  it  helps  to  lull  suspicion, 
brings  the  fish  together,  and  acts  as  a  decoy  to 
the  hook-bait. 

Ledyerinij. — One  of  the  chief  secrets  of  success 
in  ledgering  is  to  have  the  rod  top  as  straight  as  a 
Tiller  with  the  weight  or  bullet,  and  it  should  be 
distinctly  perceptible  to  the  feel  no  matter  how 


the  rod  is  held.  This  renders  it  so  much  easier 
to  strike  a  fish  than  when  the  bait  is  held  at  an 
angle  of  from  50  to  75  degrees  from  the  rod.  If 
the  current  is  very  fast,  such  as  one  frequently 
finds  at  a  Thames  weir,  a  heavy  lead  or  bullet  is 
an  absolute  necessity,  otherwise  it  will  be  caught 
up  by  the  under-current,  and  will  continue 
bobbing  off  the  bottom.  A  split  shot  can  be 
nipped  on,  or  a  bit  of  match  tied  on  the  line  2in. 
above  the  loop  of  the  gut,  and  on  this  rests  the 
ledger. 

The  gut  trace  should  be  about  30in.  in  length. 
Some  anglers  add  a  single  No.  4  shot  about  15in. 
from  the  hook,  whilst  others  keep  to  the  ledger, 
only,  and  allow  the  stream  to  play  on  the  bait  at 
its  own  sweet  will,  The  hook  for  worms  should  be 
a  No.  5  or  6,  for  greaves  a  No.  7  hook  will  be 
found  a  useful  size,  but  the  size  of  the  hook  must 
depend  to  a  very  great  extent  on  the  size  of  the 
bait.  Some  anglers  prefer  a  large,  some  a  medium, 
and  others  a  small  bait.  The  hooks  should  be  in 
proportion  to  the  baits  employed. 

Roving. — Next  to  ledgering,  fishing  in  a 
moderately  fast  current  with  a  turkey,  pelican,  or 
swan  quill  float  carrying  from  five  to  eight  No.  4 
shots,  according  to  circumstances,  is  a  most 
scientific  method,  the  object  of  the  angler  being 
to  take  a  few  odd  barbel  by  moving  from  swim  to 
swim,  and  not  to  be  burdened  with  the  expense  of 
baiting  up  a  swim  with  thousands  of  worms. 
Roving,  if  the  angler  possesses  plenty  of  patience 
and  does  not  mind  real  hard  work,  admirably 
meets  the  object  he  has  in  view.  The  novice 
should  put  enough  backward  pressure  on  the 
float  to  keep  the  bait  and  tackle  in  front  of  it.  If 
it  be  allowed  to  travel  down  too  freely,  with  a 
loose  line,  the  float  from  the  stream  flowing  much 
faster  near  the  surface  than  towards  the  bottom 
will  quickly  get  in  front  of  the  tackle  and  bait,  and 
the  angler  be  prevented  from  both  guiding  his 
float  straight  through  his  swim  and  striking 
his  fish.  A  bait  travelling  downstream  in  this 
manner,  i.e.,  behind  the  float  instead  of  in  fi'ont 
of  it,  a  considerable  bow  or  bend  must  be  struck 
up  before  the  fish  can  be  hooked,  and  the  force 
of  the  stroke  often  does  not  go  beyond  the  float. 
Before  commencing  to  fish,  three  or  four  lob 
worms  should  be  cut  up  into  smallish  pieces  with 
a  sharp  pair  of  scissors  in  half  a  cocoanut  shell, 
and  thrown  in  in  a  direct  line  with  the  float,  and 
well  fished  over.  If  there  is  no  sport  in  half  an 
hour,  make  a  move  and  repeat  the  operation.  The 
line  should  be  made  to  float  on  the  surface,  as  this 
greatly  aids  the  angler  in  striking.  Wliatever 
distance  the  float  is  allowed  to  travel,  the  angler 
should  always  have  perfect  command  over  it ;  if 
there  ie  a  persistent  deviation  when  it  arrives  at  a 


certain  part  of  the  swim,  it  should  not  be  allowed 
to  go  beyond  that  point.  If  the  hook  keeps 
catching  and  the  float  goes  under,  it  should  be  put 
higher  up  the  line  until  it  swims  without  going 
under.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  turns  round  and 
sinks  only  once  or  twice  in  a  long  swim,  raising 
the  top  of  the  rod  will  often  set  it  free.  If  a  dace 
or  two  be  taken  in  the  first  ten  minutes  it  is 
almost  any  odds  that  the  barbel  are  elsewhere. 
Of  course  it  is  possible  for  dace  and  barbel  to  be 
together  in  the  same  swim,  but  not  for  long ;  for  if 
the  latter  fish  do  come  on  the  feed  they  speedily 
drive  away  the  active  and  greedy  dace.  Occasion- 
ally when  barbel  will  not  bite  during  any  other 
part  of  the  day,  particulai-ly  in  the  warm,  summer 
months,  say,  between  the  middle  of  July  to  the 
middle  of  September,  they  may  be  taken  from 
sunset  to  well  after  dusk.  It  is  therefore  quite 
as  well  to  take  note  of  any  punts  that  may  be 
out,  or  of  any  anglers  fishing  swims  from  the  bank, 
and  if  they  pack  up  and  leave  in  disgust  at  their 
want  of  luck,  very  good  sport  may  sometimes  be 
enjoyed  there  when  the  <  alm  of  evening  steals 
over  the  riverside,  and  the  curling  wreaths  of 
white  mist  point  to  the  coming  of  another 
'sultry  day  on  the  morrow.  Old  Anglee, 


THE  ADVENT  OF  ANOTHER 
SEASON. 


On  Monday,  Feb.  12,  the  commercial  and 
angling  interests  in  Sahno  salar  will  again  be  in 
full  swing  in  the  great  salmon  fishery  districts  of 
Scotland.  In  the  Tay  district  the  sporting  interest 
has  precedence  of  the  commercial  by  some  three 
weeks,  so  that  the  angler  in  these  parts,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Earn,  has  already  had  the 
cream  of  the  water.  In  the  other  districts  the 
opening  dates  for  the  angrier  and  netsman  are 
contemporary,  and  mostly  fixed  down  to  the  same 
day  of  the  month,  these  running  from  Feb.  11  to 
March  1.  The  Tweed,  which  is  a  law  unto  itself, 
opened  to  the  early  spring  angler  on  the  1st  inst. ; 
but  the  netsman's  chances  do  not  commence  until 
the  14th.  A  few  minor  streams  in  the  north  have 
also  been  open  for  some  time,  but  here,  again,  the 
netsman's  opportunities  do  not  permit  him  to  put 
in  his  leaders  before  the  11th,  which  is  the  general 
opening  day  of  the  market  for  Scotch  salmon  and 
sea  trout. 

If  the  opening  dates  in  Scotland  are  somewhat 
irregular,  the  closing  dates  are  also  corre- 
spondingly out  of  tune,  and  this  without  any 
apparently  good  reasons  as  far  as  the  sportsman 
in  particular  is  concerned,  and  in  a  good  few 
instances  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  netsman  also, 
so  that  any  future  legislation  in  regard  to  Sahno 
salar  must,  to  be  in  harmony  with  the  prevailing 
feelings  of  both  anglers  and  netters,  deal  ex- 
haustively with  this  very  vexed  and  vexing  subject 
of  the  opening  and  closing  dates  of  the  salmon 
districts  in  general,  and  our  early  and  late  streams 
in  particular. 

It  is  now  some  forty  years  since  these  dates 
were  fixed  up,  when  what  was  thought  to  be 
exhaustive  evidence  was  led  before  the  Lords' 
Committee,  who  had  charge  of  the  matter.  Forty 
years  is  not  a  long  period  in  the  history  of  salmon 
laws,  yet  many  changes  have  fructified  in  that 
time,  and  particularly  so  in  regard  to  the  desires 
and  demands  of  the  salmon  angler  as  well  as  the 
commercial  netsman. 

With  regard  to  some  early  streams,  such  as  the 
Dee,  anglers  on  the  lower  reaches  have  a  grievance 
that  the  spring  runners  are  all  through  their 
pools  before  the  season  opens,  and  that  their 
chances  of  the  first  run  of  spring  fish  are 
accordingly  lost,  whereas  if  they  were  on  the 
water  three  weeks  earlier  they  would  have  some- 
thing of  a  spring  season  which  at  present  does 
not  exist.  Of  course,  what  they  lose  in  the  spring 
season  is  made  up  for,  as  far  as  the  time  limit  is 
concerned,  in  the  autumn  ;  but  here,  again,  they 
would  prefer  three  weeks  with  the  early  spring 
beauties  rather  than  three  weeks  of  late  autumn 
fishing,  when  the  fish  are  mostly  gravid  and  in 
many  cases  dropping  spawn.  The  mid  reaches 
of  the  Dee  and  Spey  would  also  benefit  by  an 
earlier  opening,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  as  the 
lower  lessees  and  proprietors,  as  the  fish  rest  more 
in  the  middle  pools,  and,  as  it  were,  await  the 
angler's  coming. 

The  spring  season  on  the  Don,  Deveron,  Tthan, 
and  such  late  streams  is  not  of  much  account 
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as  far  as  any  great  head  of  early  spring  salmon  is 
concerned.  There  may  be  a  few  early  fish  forward 
on  the  opening  days,  but  as  a  rule  it  is  the  month 
of  March  or  April  before  the  few  spring  fish 
which  are  now  and  again  got  make  their  presence 
known.  The  early  spring  angler  is  a  minus 
quantity  in  these  parts,  and  although  the  Deveron 
has  considerably  improved  in  this  respect  since 
the  nets  were  bought  off  from  the  Duke  of  Fife 
at  the  Raik  Saw  Mill,  yet  it  has  not  proved  itseK 
an  early  spring  salmon  stream.  The  spring 
angling  in  these  parts  is  accordingly  not  much 
sought  after,  nor  prosecuted  with  anything  like 
the  systematic  regularity  of  the  Dee,  Spey,  Tay, 
and  such  other  salmon  rivers.  It  is  the  autumn 
run  they  depend  on  for  their  name  and 
fame,  and  it  is  in  these  later  months  of 
the  year  that  they  are  most  in  demand. 
But  the  proprietors  and  lessees  complain  that 
their  short  lived  autumn  season  is  often  brought 
suddenly  to  a  close  just  at  the  very  time  that 
they  are  about  to  get  any  sport,  and  that  their 
chances  are  too  abruptly  cut  off  by  the.  abitrary 
rule  of  Oct.  31 — good  enough  for  the  Dee,  but  a 
month  too  early  for  the  Ugie.  They  rear  the  fry, 
harbour  the  pan*  in  theii*  waters,  and  afford  the 
gravid  fish  qiaarters  for  their  annual  domestic 
duties,  but  never  so  much  as  handle  a  kipper  in 
return.  No  one  seeks  their  waters,  and  accord- 
ingly no  fat  cheques  pass  into  their  pockets  from 
expectant  (and  too  oft  disappointed)  anglers — at 
least,  not  the  cheques  that  would  otherwise  run 
current  were  their  waters  open  a  month  longer, 
and  were  it  legal  for  them  to  kill  fish  all  through 
November.  They  have  no  spring  fishing,  and  their 
only  chances  lie  in  an  extension  of  the  autumn 
season  for  a  month  at  least. 

So  much  for  two  phases  of  the  anglers' 
grievances  as  to  the  opening  and  closing  dates  of 
their  respective  rivers.  The  experience  of  the 
past  forty  years  has  taught  them  that  these  dates 
might  be  amended  with  advantage  all  round,  and 
that  the  extensions  either  at  the  beginning  or  end 
of  the  season  would  in  no  wise  materially  inter- 
fere with  the  stock  in  the  river,  or  in  any  way 
prove  a  hardship  to  anyone  else.  There  would 
be  no  robbing  of  Peter  to  pay  Paul,  but  a  more 
equal  distribution  of  the  chances  of  sport,  and 
hence  an  increased  and  increasing  interest  in  the 
river  as  a  whole.  The  early  spring  quarters 
would  benefit  by  an  extension  of  the  opening  date 
to  suit  the  fir^t  run  of  the  early  spring  fish,  and 
the  later  quarters  would  share  in  the  autumn 
spoil,  which  meantime  is  denied  them  on  account 
of  the  closing  date  being  made  to  suit  other  parts 
of  the  river  or  district  than  theirs.  Meantime 
the  lower  and  middle  proprietors  have  all  the 
chances  of  the  autumn  run,  while  the  upper 
proprietors  are  fairly  out  of  it. 

Forty  years  ago  the  angling  interest  in  our 
salmon  rivers  was  only  in  its  infancy  compared 
with  what  it  is  to-day.  A  reach  of  salmon  water 
could  then  have  been  had  for  a  £'o  note  which 
to-day  brings  ten  times  that  sum  for  a  single 
month's  fishing.  The  angler's  rights  and  claims 
were  of  little  account,  and  most  of  the  opening 
and  closing  dates  were  fixed  down  to  suit  the 
commercial  interests — with  an  extension  for 
rodsmen.  It  was  the  commercial  spu-it  which 
then  predominated,  and  overshadowed  the  angling 
interest,  which  was  but  feebly  championed  com- 
pared with  what  it  would  be  to-day  were  the  same 
thing  to  be  gone  over  again,  Given  a  supply  of 
fish,  they  should  be  at  the  command  of  the 
sportsman,  within  certain  limits,  almost  all  the 
year  round.  It  matters  not  when  the  fish  is 
killed — it  is  the  same  loss  of  a  unit  to  the  river 
come  when  it  may.  But  there  is  no  use  giving 
the  chance  when  there  are  no  fish  about,  and  it 
seems  as  ridiculously  absurd  to  withhold  it  at  the 
only  time  it  may  be  worth  having.  The  limits 
that  are  to  Vje  most  emphatically  imposed  are  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  margin  of  brood 
fish  in  the  river,  and  the  quality  of  the  fish  that 
may  be  killed,  and  here  there  is  to  be  no 
uncertain  sound,  but  rather  a  tightening  than  a 
slackening  of  existing  regulations.  The  com- 
mercial interest  would  be  benefited  were  the 
opening  days  advanced  and  the  closing  days 
curtailed  by  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  at  least. 
True  more  fish  are  got  at  the  close  than  at  the 
opening  of  the  season,  but  they  are  less  market- 
able, and  what  is  made  up  in  quantity  is  lost  in 
quality,  80  much  bo  that  it  would  pay  tacksmen 
better  to  have  1001b,  of  epring  fiah  at  2b.  than 


2001b.  of  autumn  carrion  at  8d.  and  91b.  per 
pound.  It  would  also  benefit  the  autumn  fishing, 
and  ultimately  increase  the  stock  in  the  river. 
But  this  anon. 

The  advent  of  another  season  brings  with  it  the 
revival  of  life  by  the  riverside.  The  season  in  the 
north  is  fully  a  month  behind  that  of  the  south  of 
the  island,  and  the  intermediate  places  vary 
accordingly.  Every  day  sees  an  improvement. 
The  sun  is  mounting  up  in  the  heavens  higher  and 
higher,  and  his  genial  warmth  gradually  increas- 
ing, till  the  last  traces  of  the  winter  are  suddenly 
banished  in  the  fresh  burst  of  the  new-born  spring. 
The  river  is  in  excellent  ply  and  colour.  The 
genial  spring  rains  have  taken  the  place  of  the 
sleety,  inhospitable  showers,  and  the  westerly 
breeze  blows  with  a  welcome  that  was  not 
accorded  to  the  hated  north-easter.  The  very  fish 
seem  to  share  in  the  revival  of  nature,  are  more 
sportive,  and  eager  to  chase  the  smaller  lure, 
which  a  genial  advent  permits  to  be  exchanged  for 
the  heavier  iron,  so  common  in  a  backward  time 
of  frost  and  snow,  for  temperature  may  truly  be 
said  to  rule  over  all. 

The  hotel-keeper  who  has  a  bit  of  angling  water 
wakens  up  on  the  advent  of  another  season.  He 
opens  up  his  house,  for  he  has  guests  now  to 
attend  to,  and  his  greatest  pleasure  in  this  life  is 
to  satisfy  and  gratify  their  wants.  As  a  rule  the 
early  springer  is  easily  dealt  with.  He  has  come 
prepared  to  rough  it  a  bit,  and  he  prefers  to 
dispense  with  many  of  the  conventionalities  of 
civilisation  in  his  eai'ly  spring  quarters,  when 
there  is  nobody  about,  in  a  manner  that  he  would 
never  dream  of  doing  in  the  same  place  in  the 
aiitumn  time  with  the  world  and  his  wife  looking 
on.  With  the  advent  of  a  new  season  he  can  run 
up  for  a  quiet  month  into  the  highlands,  dine  in 
his  knickers,  smoke  in  the  drawing-room,  play 
billiards  with  the  landlord,  and  pass  the  flask  to 
the  keeper  when  the  first  blood  of  the  season  lies 
shimmering  on  the  grassy  knoll  at  his  feet,  while 
he  wipes  the  sweat  of  battle  fi-om  his  brow. 

Owing  to  one  of  the  severest  snowstorms  ex- 
perienced this  winter,  a  blight  has  suddenly  fallen 
on  the  opening  prospects,  and  angling  cannot 
commence  till  the  thaw  comes.  G.  M. 


IRELAND'S    SALMON  PROSPECTS. 


The  Earl  of  Howth  has  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  riparian  and  salmon  angling  interests  of 
Ireland,  which  has  been  published  in  the  Field  of 
Jan.  27.  It  is  in  some  respects  a  lament  over  the 
decline  of  the  Irish  salmon  fisheries  ;  but  it  does 
not  stop  at  this.  It  contains  many  statements 
and  facts  and  suggestions  which  show,  if  it  is 
necessary — as  we  may  venture  to  think  it  is  not — 
that  the  writer  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
subject  upon  which  he  writes.  Much  of  the 
present  trouble  is  attributed  to  the  judgment  on 
the  Nore  fisheries  which  was  given  by  Lord 
Chancellor  Ball  in  1877.  The  Nore  appeal,  it 
may  be  remembered,  was  an  appeal  to  the  Privy 
Council  against  a  bye-law  under  section  91  of  the 
Fisheries  (Ireland)  Act,  5  and  0  Vict.  c.  lOd, 
forbibbing  all  netting  in  the  fresh-water  portion 
of  the  Nore.  Unfortunately,  the  appeal  was 
allowed,  the  reason  given  being,  in  the  words  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor  that  "  in  order  to  introduce  a 
provision  of  this  restrictive  order  into  the  statutes 
already  in  being,  ...  we  ought  to  be 
thoroughly  satisfied  that  unless  we  make  this 
restrictive  section,  and  impose  this  rule,  the 
protection  and  improvement  of  the  fishery  will 
fail  to  be  accomplished." 

Other  causes  which  have  contributed  to  the 
present  deplorable  condition  of  the  Irish  salmon 
fisheries  are  poaching,  over-netting  (for  which 
the  decision  in  the  Nore  appeal  is  to  a  great 
extent  responnible),  and  the  want  of  proper  bailiff 
preservation.  Curiously  enough,  in  the  same 
issue  of  the  Field  in  which  the  Earl  of  Howth's 
letter  is  published  there  appears  a  report  on  a 
sitting  of  the  Irish  Inland  Fisheries  Commission. 
On  Jan.  18  witnesses  from  the  Bandon,  the 
Coleraine  district,  and  the  river  Bann,  Lough 
Derg,  and  Galway,  all  give  evidence  that  the 
salmon  fishing  in  those  districts  was  gradually 
diminishing,  and  attributed  the  decrease  in  fish  to 
poaching.  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  of  Ballycastle, 
went  so  far  as  to  say  that  on  the  Bann 
as  soon  as  the  anglers  departed  the  river  was 
handed  over  to  the  poachers.   Another  witness 


state*  that  in  his  district  people  made  a  business 
of  killing  fish  on  the  spawning  beds,  and  in  one 
case  a  tenant  had  taken  his  landlord's  tennis  net, 
and  swept  thy  river  with  it  for  fish.  Evidence 
was  also  given  that  in  some  cases  pollution  by  flax 
water  and  other  poisonous  fluids  had  helped  to 
diminish  the  number  of  salmon.  Turbine  wheels, 
otters,  and  cormorants,  since  the  introduction  of 
the  Wild  Birds  Protection  Acts,  were  also  blamed ; 
but  the  chief  cause  was  poaching,  which  resulted 
from  want  of  adequate  protection.  It  is  interesting 
to  notice  that  the  views  of  the  witnesses  before 
the  Commission  as  to  the  causes  of  the  decreasing 
number  of  fish,  coincide  with  the  opinion  expressed 
by  Lord  Howth. 

The  obvious  deduction  to  be  drawn  from  a 
perusal  of  the  above  statements  is  that  Ireland  is 
in  very  .  urgent  need  of  new  salmon  legislation. 
Even  the  Times,  as  quoted  in  the  letter,  says: 
"  The  evidence  on  the  Viceregal  Commission,  as 
already  given,  proves  that  the  netting  and  angling 
interests  are  ruined  by  the  systematic  poaching 
which  the  present  authorities  are  unable  to 
suppress  or  control "  and  in  a  leading  article  in 
the  same  newspaper  a  hope  is  expressed  that  "  the 
Department  ofjAgriculture  and  Industries  may  do 
'  useful  work  in  a  missionary  form '  to  the  salmon 
fisheries.  Bearing  in  mind  the  obvious  necessity 
for  new  legislation.  Lord  Howth  states  that  his 
object  "  is  to  draw  up  the  heads  of  a  Salmon  Bill 
for  Ireland,  that  if  supported  by  an  Irish  Govern- 
ment that  had  the  real  interests  of  the  Irish 
salmon  fisheries  at  heart,  would,  in  from  six  to 
eight  years,  increase  the  sale  of  Irish  salmon  in 
the  English  markets  (which  at  present  amounts 
to  between  £450,000  and  £500,000)  by  at  least 
£100,000  per  annum;  and  in  ten  years  the  value 
of  the  fisheries  would  be  increased  by  £100,000 
more  by  the  collatei-al  aid  of  artificial  salmon 
breeding  and  improvement  of  salmon  angling,  and 
the  increased  expenditure  it  brings  into  the 
country." 

Lord  Howth  has  for  many  years  taken  a  great 
interest  in  the  Ii-ish  salmon  fisheries,  and  his 
experience  of  the  way  in  which  the  Government 
have  treated  the  question  of  an  inquiry  into  the 
condition  of  the  salmon  industry  in  Ireland 
causes  him  to  fear  an  easy-going  Salmon  Bill,  or, 
as  he  calls  it  in  another  place,  "  an  emasculated  ' 
Salmon  Bill "  will  be  introduced  and  passed,  which  . 
will  deal  "  in  a  very  half-hearted  way  on  the  netting  ' 
interests  and  also  on  the  allowance  of  salmon  I 
allowed  into  the  upper  waters"  of  rivers.  With 
such  a  Bill  he  predicts  there  will  be  little  prospect  ; 
of  a  proper  increase  to  the  salmon  production. 

With  this  note  of  warning  the  letter  comes  to  1 
an  end.  Undoubtedly  salmon  fishing  and  the  ] 
salmon  fishing  interests  in  Ireland  are  in  a  very  j 
sorry  plight.  0  tempora,  0  mores  !  senatus  hsec  j 
intelligit.    A.  H.  | 


ESK  AND  LIDDLE  FISHERIES  ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

Th!',  annual  meeting  of  the  proprietary  members  of  thU 
association  was  held  at  Langholm  oa  Thursday,  Feb.  1, 
Mr.  Malcolm,  of  Burnfoot,  presiding  in  the  absenos 
through  indisposition  of  Mr.  Carthew-Yorstonn,  repre- 
sentative of  the  Duke  of  Bucoleuch.  Mr.  M'Georga, 
solicitor,  secretary,  and  treasurer,  read  the  annual  state- 
ment of  accounts,  which  was  p'assed.  A  considerable  pirt 
of  the  expenditure  consisted  of  sums  paid  for  net  fishinga 
near  the  mouth  of  the  River  Esk,  the  asaociation  taking 
these  fishings  not  to  exercise  the  right  of  net  fishing,  but 
in  order  that  nets  might  be  kept  ont  of  the  river,  so  that 
salmon,  grilse,  sea  trout,  and  herling  rod  fishing  might  be 
improved  in  both  rivers  and  their  tributaries.  The  price 
of  season  tickets  was  fixed  at  £143,,  and  lower  for  par- 
ticular portions  of  water,  and  it  was  resolved  that  pxrt  of 
the  waters — those  below  Canonbie  glebe  lands — be  opened 
for  fly  fishing  on  Feb.  15,  and  the  whole  waters  on 
March  15.  No  bait  fishing  is  to  be  permitted  in  the  Bek 
or  Liddle  before  May  1.  Part  of  the  waters  will  be  closed 
on  Oct.  1,  and  the  whole  on  Nov.  1.  No  yellow  or  burn 
trout  below  fiin.  in  length  are  to  be  taken  by  anglers. 

W.  D.  Ci'KRiE  (Langholm). 


PROFESSOR  RAT  LANKESTER  ON 
FISHES. 

In  his  third  lecture  on  the  "  Structure  and  Olassification 
of  Fishes,"  delivered  at  tli3  Royal  Institution  yesterday, 
Professor  Ray  Lankester  continued  his  dieoussion  of  the 
Eoales  of  fish,  pointing  out  how  on  one  hand  they  might 
develop  into  long  spines  or  large  plates,  anl  on  the  other 
become  very  small,  as  in  the  sole,  or  disappear  altogether, 
as  in  the  ood.  Coniing  nf  xt  to  the  gill-slits,  he  explained 
their  importance  as  a  distinguishing  feature  between  the 
sharks  and  practically  every  other  oxiating  species.  In  the 
former  the  Beptum,  or  tissue,  separating  each  elit,  was 
tolerably  thioK  and  very  richly  euppUed  with  blood 
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I  vessels.  In  the  others,  while  it  became  small  and  narrow, 
the  vascular  processes  remained  big  and  swollen,  projecting 
t  as  naked  gill-filaments,  and  for  their  protection  a  fold,  or 
I  opercnlam,  was  grown  to  cover  them  over.  The  pa'red 
t  eyes  ot'  fishes  were  developed  in  the  same  way  as  in  other 
\  vertebrat9s,  and  it  was  cnrions  that  their  eyeballs  had  the 
i  same  mnscles.  Of  the  ear  there  was  no  sign  on  the  outside 
of  a  shark's  body.  The  small  hole  or  spiracle  behind  the  gill- 
slits— in  reality  the  first  gill-slit— in  higher  vertebrates 
acquired  relations  to  the  organ  of  hearing,  but  this  was  not 
the  case  with  fishes.  In  the  dog  fish  the  real  internal  ear 
was  a  membranous  sac,  filled  with  fluid,  lying  in  a 
cartilaginous  chamber  of  precisely  the  same  shape,  and 
possessing  a_  oochla-i  and  three  semi-circular  canals — a 
structure  which  existed  in  all  fishes,  and  was  precisely 
that  found  in  other  vertebrates  up  to  man.  The  senea  of 
smell  was  very  important  to  fishes,  which,  by  the 
posEsesfion  of  two  olfactory  sacs,  were  differentiated 
from  the  lampreys  with  only  one.  The  heart  of  the  shark 
and  dog  fish  had  a  very  muscular  ventricle,  and  further  a 
muscular  extension,  forming  the  beginning  of  the  great 
artery,  which  was  lined  with  a  number  of  watch-pocket 
valves  ;  the  blood  could  not  run  back  past  these  because  it 
filled  and  distended  them  with  blood  so  that  the  passige 
was  blocked.  This  arrangement  was  not  found  in  modern 
Ecaly  fish,  though  some  of  the  most  primitive  of  them  still 
retained  traces.  The  same  was  true  of  the  "  spiral  valve," 
which  was  characteristic  of  ancient  fishes  like  the  shark, 
and  served  to  increase  the  effective  length  of  the  intestine. 
The  air-bladder,  a  part  of  ihi  alimentary  canal,  did  not 
cccur  in  the  sharks,  which,  it  was  held,  had  probably  lost 
it.  It  was  the  forerunner  of  the  lung ;  there  were  fishes, 
indeed,  that  used  it  for  breathing  purposes.— T/ie  Times. 


UP-TO-DATE  FISHCULTURE 
Ox  occasions  I  have  said  in  conversation  that  European 
fiah  breeders  were  more  progressive  than  we  were  in  some 
particulars,  and  this  generally  raises  a  row,  and  the  eagle 
screams  its  loudest.  If  it  is  the  truth,  why  not  admit  it  ? 
It  is  not  all  of  fishcultnre  to  hatch  fish  eggs  and  turn  the 
fry  when  hatched  into  the  streams  and  ponds.  One  of  the 
things  I  have  had  in  mind  when  I  have  made  my  offf^nsive 
Etatements  is  contained  in  an  advertisement  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  an  English  trout  farm  in  Surrey  :  "  The  rearing 
of  the  Jarv;p  of  May  Flies  his  te;n  carried  out  on  a  more 
extensive  scale  during  the  past  summer,  and  we  are  able  to 
offer  a  large  quantity  of  these  for  sale.  We  cin  also 
undertake  to  supply  fertilized  May  Fly  eggs  next  June. 
Orders  for  these  should  be  given  early  in  June."  Food  for 
fishes,  insect  and  crustacean,  is  aa  necessary  for  the  welfare 
of  fishes  almost  as  water,  and  when  any  American  fish 
breeder  breeds  insect  food  to  feed  the  fishes  he  hatches,  I 
will  withdraw  all  remarks  I  have  made  of  the  nature 
indicated  above,  unless  our  friends  over  the  water  make 
other  advances.— A.  X.  Cheney  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


THE  XEW  FISH  HATCHERY  AT 
CULRAIN,  ROSS-SHIRE. 
This  hatchery,  started  a  short  time  ago  by  Mr.  Duncan, 
the_  popular  iospector  of  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  silmon 
fishingg,  is  already  a  great  success.  The  place,  which  is 
under  cover,  contains  two  departments,  and  is  supplied  by 
a  copious  flow  of  water  from  a  neighbouring  spring,  and 
accurately  regulated  by  taps.  In  each  department  there 
are  six  tanks,  and  each  tink  contains  10,000  fish,  or  120,000 
in  all.  The  ova  at  present  deposited  are  developing 
beyond  expectation,  for  there  have  been  no  deaths  as  yet. 
They  include  12  000  trout  and  80,000  falmon,  collected  with 
great  difficulty  from  rivers  Carron  and  Oykell,  on  the  Bal- 
nagown  estate,  Ross-shire,  and  the  Evelix,  on  Mr. Carnegie's 
estate  of  Skibo,  in  Sutherland,  and  also  from  various  other 
minor  waters.  _  It  is  expected  that  ninety-nine  per  cent,  of 
the  ova  deposited  can  be  turned  out  lively  fish  when  the 
time  comes.  By  the  coming  summer  the  premises  are  to 
be  enlarged  so  as  to  accommodate  180,000  ova.  The  tanks 
are  fitted  with  glass,  zinc,  and  gravel  on  the  latest  and 
most  approved  principles ;  in  fact,  it  ia  admitted  that  such 
a  successful  venture  of  the  kind  has  never  been  seen  in  the 
North  Highlands.  Up  till  the  present  not  an  egg  is  seen 
without  developing  into  a  live  fish.  The  collecting  of  ova 
in  the  various  rivers  was  a  difficult  process,  owing  to 
spates,  &c.  Mr.  Duncan  is  a  stranger  to  the  district,  and 
his  staff  of  assistants  were  strangers  to  the  work,  never- 
theless the  work  of  colleciing  was  carried  through  without 
any  seriooa  mishap,  although  there  were  several  narrow 
escapes  from  drowning.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the 
trout  ova  from  Loch  Migdale  are  thriving  well.  The 
hatchery  baa  been  visited  by  a  large  number  of  people 
who  tike  an  interest  in  the  angling  amenities  of  the 
locality,  including  Mr.  Leslie,  solicitor,  Dornoch,  clerk  to 
the  district  fishery  board  ;  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  of  Skibo 
Castle ;  Mr.  Littlejohn,  of  Invercharrcn ;  Dr.  Almond, 
Edinburgh  fa  keen  salmon  angler) ;  Mr.  A.  N.  MacAulay, 
solicitor,  Golspie  ;  and  a  number  of  others,  all  congratu- 
lating Mr.  Duncan  on  the  unqualified  success  of  hia 
venture  in  lh 3  far  north.  This  enterprise  will  doubtless, 
through  time,  work  a  great  improvement  in  salmon  and 
trout  angling  in  the  waters  flowing  into  the  Kyle  of 
Sutherland  and  Dornoch  Firth.  W.  T.  Brown. 


A  FliEE  EX'.i.KSlos  TO  THE  COAST  at  this  lime  of  the  year 
would  he  an  acceptable  boon  to  many  a  hard-working  man,  liut 
M  Boch  an  itdlance  is  hardly  liltely  to  occur  in  these  dull  times, 
the  next  best  thing  a  poor  man  can  do,  Instead  of  getting  change 
of  air  and  sf^ne,  is  to  purify  his  blood  and  cleanse  hia  system 
with  »  few  doses  of  Holloway's  Pills.  This  wonderful!  medicine 
for  many  years  has  been  a  blessing  to  the  commercial  world,  it 
elves  tone  to  the  system  and  purifles  the  blood,  and  rapidly 
lDcrea«es  the  strength  of  the  brain.  It  also  cures  indigestion  in 
lt«  most  advanced  form,  and  in  eases  of  nervous  debility  it  is 
wilnont  a  rival. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  t'me  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

/30  min,  for  Chelsea.  (b5  mm.  for  Kew. 

AddJ*^   "     "   Putuey-  .1     i>  Richmond. 

^"")4.5   „     ,,  HammersmUh.  ■^"'')80   „     ,,  Twickenham. 

(50   ,,     „  Barnes.  „     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down- stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Watee  at  London  Bridse. 

Horning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Feb.  10    10.45    11.27 

Sunday,          „  U    —    0.  4 

Monday,  „  12    0.3C    1.  3 

Tuesday,  ,,  13    1,26    1.47 

Wednesday,  ,,  14    2.  7    2.23 

Thursday,  ,,  15    2.38    2.,';3 

Friday,  „  le    3.  7    3.23 

High  Watee  at  Ambbelkt  and  PtrLBOROUflH. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     Feb.    10    11.25    12.  7 

Sunday,  „       11    0.4()    0.44 

Monday,         „       12    I.IC    1.43 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m,  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  (Chertsey).— Feb.  6.— The  water  is  rising 
very  fast  here.    I  don't  think  it  is  any  use  for  anglers  to 
come  this  week.    I  will  let  you  know  how  the  water  is 
next  week. — Lotan  Hackett. 

_  —  (Datchet). — There  is  a  considerable  rise  of  the 
river  caused  by  the  thawing  snow,  but  I  think  fair  sport  is 
to  be  had  notwithstanding.  I  went  out  for  a  couple  of 
hours  this  afternoon,  and  had  three  jick,  largest  51b. 
Was  out  with  Mr.  Painter  on  the  4th,  twelve  chuhand  one 
jack. — G.  LuMSDEN. 

  (Henley).— Feb.  8.— Owing  to  the  quantity  of 

snow  that  hag  found  its  way  to  the  river  the  water  is 
rather  ttiined,  but  still  it  ia  not  a  bad  colour,  and  a  good 
stream  running.  If  the  frost  continues,  it  should  soon  be  in 
good  condition  again.  Sport  has  been  indifforent,  the  jack 
feeding  well  one  day  and  being  dead  off  the  next.  I 
omitted  in  my  list  report  to  mention  a  good  take  ot  perch 
— seventy  fish  weighing  301b. — which  fell  to  the  rod  of  Dr. 
Jeston,  fishing  with  Bob  Young  at  Medmonbam.  Patrons 
of  G.  Arlett  have  had  several  jack  up  to  SJIb.  and  a  151b. 
bag  of  perch.  The  chub  have  been  tried,  and  a  few  sod  all 
ones  have  been  taken,  but  I  think  we  mu.st  wait  until  the 
snow  water  has  gone  before  the  roach  will  feed  well. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

  (Kingston).— By  Telegraph  (Thursday  night). 

— Water  in  good  condition.  Bream  feeding.  Prospects 
good.— J.  E.  Richardson. 

  (Twickenham). — River  ia  very  thick,  and  large 

quantities  of  loose  sqow  floating  about.  The  only  fish 
feeding  are  dace  and  perch.  Mr.  Gunn,  at  Molesey, 
yesterday,  had  a  very  good  take  of  dace  and  a  few  perch. 
Mr.  James  and  Mr.  Langston  took  a  few  jack  at  Tedding- 
ton on  Feb.  4,  one  weighing  4Jlb.  Anglers  did  very  well 
here  on  Thursday  and  Friday  last  week  with  the  bream 
and  roach,  but  the  snow  has  put  them  off  the  feed. 
Numbers  of  bank  anglers  fished  here  on  Feb.  4,  but  with 
little  success.  The  Brentford  and  Isleworth  Piecatorials 
fish  a  competition  here  to-morrow.  A  number  of  punts 
are  engaged. — P.  J.  Ogden  Smith. 

  (Walton). — Feb.  6.— Owing  to  the  heavy  fall  of 

snow  on  Friday  night,  the  water  is  rieiag  again,  and  might 
be  termed  snow  broth.  This  winter  so  far  has,  indeed, 
been  a  very  bad  one  for  punt  fishing,  there  either 
being  too  much  stream  in  the  main  river  or  too  much 
ice  in  the  still  waters.  The  weather  has  been  very 
changeable.  Perch  are  working  in  the  backwaters  in 
readiness  to  spawn,  and  by  the  end  of  thia  month  they  will 
be  full  of  spawn  ;  and,  as  I  have  said  before,  it  is  a  sin  to 
fiah  for  them  in  March.  Mr.  Warner,  six  perch  (the 
largest  IJlb.) ;  Mr.  Hope,  one  jack,  4Jlb.,  four  bream  (the 
largest  2Jlb.),  and  six  perch  (the  largest  Jib.). — John 
Hone. 

Arun  (Pulborough). — The  river  here  is  very_  full  and 
thick,  and  the  land  in  the  lower  parts  is  covered  with  water 
and  ice.  I  advise  anglers  to  give  Pulborough  a  rest  on  the 
11th,  _  as  sport  under  present  conditions  is  out  of  the 
question. — W.  G.  HoLL.\rAN. 

Bottisham  LockstWaterheaoh).— Since  last  report, 
during  the  week  only  two  days'  fishing,  then  roach  were 
had  up  to  lib.  each,  and  plenty  under,  with  yellow  paste. 
Pike  were  had  only  up  to  4jlb.  each  ;  some  rods  six,  others 
two  and  three  a  day.  Plenty  of  live  baits  at  the  lock 
keeper's.  The  late  snow  has  gone  nicely  (gradually),  and 
the  river  has  now  got  to  autumn  level,  with  a  nice  stream, 
and  at  time  of  writing  is  getting  fast  into  a  good  colour. 
All  kinds  of  fish  are  now  working  up  to  the  lode  and 
locks. — J.  O.  George  (Beche-road,  Cambridge). 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).— The  river 
is  fairly  clear  and  at  moderate  height,  but  the  weather  is 
wretchedly  raw  and  cold,  although  we  have  so  far  escaped 
the  heavy  downfalls  of  snow  which  have  been  experienced 
in  other  parts  of  the  country.  Angling  is  not  very  brisk, 
and_  I  do  not  think  will  be  until  there  ia  more  genial, 
springlike  weather,  although,  if  any  good  pike  fishing  is  to 
be  had  at  all,  February  is  the  best  month  of  the  year  here 
for  heavy  pike.— C.  II.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  angling  associa- 
tion is  making  satisfactory  progrsss,  an  increased  number 
of  licences  being  issued  last  year.  It  is  wished  to  acquire 
further  rights.  The  waters  in  t,he  Duchy  control  and  at 
Spitchwick  would  be  splendid  additiona,  bit  there  are 


diflicultiea  in  ihe  way.  The  receipts  last  season  were  £72, 
and  there  ia  a  small  balance  in  band.  At  the  annual  meeting 
last  week  it  was  announced  that  the  matter  of  re-stccking  the 
river  with  salmon  had  been  taken  up  by  the  fishery 
association,  and  that  it  was  not  onsidered  necesEary  at 
present  to  re-stock  the  river  with  trout,  as  the  average  s'ze 
would  be  kept  down  by  the  small  amount  of  food.  It 
would  be  desirable,  however,  if  this  season  proves  a  good 
one,  to  take  some  action  for  re-stocking.  Mr.  A.  M. 
Champernowne,  of  Dartington  Hall,  who  owns  some  miles 
of  water,  stated  that  it  waa  hia  intention  to  limit  the 
numbsr  of  fiah  taken  in  hia  waters  by  the  citerpillar.  He 
also  remarked  on  the  small  amount  of  insect  and  other 
food  in  the  river.  Many  anglers  are  ridiculing  the 
suggestion  of  a  correspondent  that  there  should  be  a  limit 
on  the  length  or  weight  of  peal,  that  evening  fishing  should 
be  limited,  and  that  fishing  with  worm  or  natural  bait 
should  be  on  three  days  a  week  only. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  weather  this  week  is  dry 
and  cold,  and  the  streams  will  have  a  chance  of  running 
down.  Last  season,  although  sport  on  the  Exe  waa  the 
worst  since  1874,  the  recjipts  of  the  conservators  increased 
£19.  Salmon  caught  by  nets  in  the  tidal  waters  numbered 
2273— average  weight,  121b.;  total  weight,  27,27Clb.  In 
the  inland  waters  253  were  ciptured,  averaging  131b.  each, 
the  total  weight  being  32891b.  ;  whilst  the  aggregate  total 
weight  of  salmon  killed  by  rod  fishermen  was  10941b.,  the 
number  being  115  against  112  the  previous  year.  It  is 
feared,  however,  that  unless  the  extensive  netting  ia 
restricted,  and  the  passes  in  the  higher  waters  improved, 
there  will  be  a  yearly  diminution  of  salmon.  Those  killed 
last  year  were  smaller  in  size.  As  regards  the  trout 
fishing  the  conservators  report  that  for  the  first  time  the 
systematic  destruction  of  pike  was  undertaken.  In  the 
Exe  and  tributaries  seventy-seven  jike  were  killed,  these 
averaging  71b.  each,  one  scaling  141b.  and  t«n  121b.  The 
Bickleigh  waters  were  moat  infested,  the  fish  also  being 
larger,  whilst  the  smallest  were  found  ia  the  Ctilm.  The 
new  bye-law  as  to  the  close  time  for  trout  seems  to  have 
given  offence  to  many  of  the  ripirian  owners  of  the  upper 
waters,  and  it  is  now  proposed  that  the  close  time  shall 
commence  on  Sept.  15  instead  of  S-pt.  2. — Devonian. 

£ze  and  Caual  (Exeter). — Weather  dry  and  aeason- 
able.  Sharp  frost  for  past  two  mornings,  and  river,  which 
has  been  very  heavy  for  two  or  three  weeks,  is  now  getting 
into  more  reasonable  ply.  But  little  has  lean  dene  du!icg 
this  week,  but  no  doubt  with  a  continuance  of  settlea 
weather  some  big  takes  cf  pike  will  soon  be  heard  of. 
Trout  anglers  are  beginning  to  look  over  tackle  bDoks, 
and  generally  preparing  for  the  coming  season,  which  will 
be  with  us  in  another  week. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Diiitriot  (Somh  Lines,  and  Cambs.).— 
The  further  rain,  followed  by  an  excessive  downtall  of 
snow,  practically  put  an  end  to  the  effoits  of  the  bottom 
fisher  this  week.  To  those  who  patronise  Surfleet  and  the 
adjacent  reaches  of  the  Glen  in  that  locality,  this  has  been 
a  disappointment,  for  seldom  has  this  water  been  in  better 
trim  than  during  the  latter  half  of  January.  Some  capital 
baskeJs  have  been  recorded.  When  the  snow  has  moved 
off  things  may  again  improve.  Pike  anglers  on. the  Forty- 
foot  and  the  Weil  ind  have  a  check  from  the  rise  in  the 
water,  but  this  may  soon  move  off. — Lijipet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— Angling  operations 
in  the  Idle  district  have  been  very  flat  of  late,  and  the  snow- 
fall of  Friday  and  Saturday  put  an  end  to  operations  for 
that  week-end  at  least.  Scarcely  anything  has  b  en  done 
either  on  the  river  or  its  tributaries,  and  very  little  from 
the  Treat  side.  The  only  reports  coming  to  hand  apply  to 
a  few  takes  made  on  the  old  Roman  cinal  beyord  Torksey. 
These  have  amounted  to  very  little.  Nominally  the  trout 
season  has  operel  in  thia  district,  but  sport  will  not  com- 
mence for  a  mon'h  or  two. — L. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea,  consequent  upon 
the  heavy  snowfall  and  subsequent  thaw,  has  been  coming 
down  very  thick  again  and  holding  snow  broth.  On 
Thursday,  however,  it  was  beginning  to  clear,  and  may 
possibly  be  found  fishable  for  roach  and  pike  by  the  end  of 
the  week.  When  some  settled  weather  ia  experienced 
anglers  ought  to  make  up  for  past  disappointments,  as 
there  aie  plenty  cf  fish,  and  the  river  has  undergone  a 
splendid  scouring  since  the  New  Tear  opened.  At  Hert- 
ford, before  the  snow,  a  brace  of  jick  weighing  12Jlb.  was 
captured,  and  early  in  tha  week  another  angler  took  three 
jack  in  that  locality,  and  between  Hertford  and  Ware  a 
few  good-class  roach  were  secured.  Results  have  been 
very  poor  elsewhere,  according  to  information  to  hand. 
The  Stort  has  been  out  of  condition  again,  the  enow 
falling  at  Bishopa  Stortford  on  Friday  night  to  a  depth  of 
Sin.  The  snow  has  since  melted,  and  a  good  deal  of  snow 
water  has  found  its  way  into  the  liver.  Only  three 
anglers  visited  Burnt  MUl  on  Feb.  4,  and  between  them 
caught  eight  roach  and  a  brace  of  perch.  There  is  no 
satisfactory  news  from  the  Beane  or  Rib.  —  Izaak 
Walton. 

Itngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  have  been  running  high  and  stained  for  some 
time,  but  a  change  in  the  weather  at  the  beginning  of  this 
week  has  greatly  improved  the  prospects  of  fishing,  and 
the  water  has  now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  in 
capital  order  for  fishing.  Some  snow  fell  in  the  district, 
but  did  no  damage  ;  and  the  cold,  frosty  nights,  followed 
by  bright  sunshiny  days,  has  brought  graylirg  well  on  the 
move,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  being  had 
with  fly,  grasshopper,  and  maggot.  The  Pinsley  is  in 
order — Gwvnnk. 

Lugg,  ^rrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— Rivera 
high,  yet  fiehable.  The  continued  high  water  has  thrown 
grayling  above  Jib.  each  entirely  out  of  seaton.  Smaller, 
of  course,  come  out  better.  On  March  2  our  trout  season 
opens.  Prospects  are  far  from  good,  unless  in  the  next 
three  or  four  weeks  we  get  warm  and  spring-like  weather, 
of  which,  at  present,  there  ia  no  indication. — R.  T. 
Williams. 
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Nene  (Peterborough^.— Notwithstanding  the  _  in- 
clament  weather  and  the  existing  unsatiafaotory  conditions 
in  connection  with  the  water,  several  of  the  anglers  on 
Feb.  3  and  4  tried  their  luck  amongst  the  roach,  but  they 
were  poorly  rewarded,  as  their  catches  were  very  small. 
The  river  ia  still  in  flood,  the  height  of  water,  as  shown  by 
the  sauge  at  Peterborough  Bridge,  being  12ft. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigli  Saltercon).  —  Cold  east  wind, 
unaccompanied  by  any  fall  of  raip  i  r  snow,  has  prevailtd 
here  for  tha  last  week.  The  trout  season  opened  legally 
on  Friday,  Feb.  2,  but  no  anglers  from  this  place  sought 
the  river.  The  netters  were  as  usual  hard  at  work  on  the 
public  water.  Some  of  them  had  large  hauls,  from  all 
accounts,  of  from  301b.  to  501b.  weight  of  trout,  chiefly 
white  or  sea  trout.  It  is  very  lamentable  that  this  whole- 
sale ruin  of  the  river  cannot  be  stopped.  The  water  is  in 
excellent  trim,  and  those  who  wish  to  use  their  fly  rods 
will  find  the  Fetraary  Ked,  Silver  Twist,  and  Half  Stone 
good  flies. — Heron. 

Ouae  (Holswell  Ferry).— Water  in  thorough  good 
condition.  A  nics  lot  of  jack  taken  last  week.  One 
gentleman  got  five  one  afternoon,  largest  "i'b. ;  and 
another,  three  good  fish.  Sharp  frost  here,  but  the  river 
is  all  open  and  tishable,  and  giving  good  results  to  all  who 
are  not  afraid  of  the  cold,  so  anglers  should  not  miss  the 
chance,  as  the  season  is  now  drawing  to  its  close. — A. 

SCARD. 

Onsa  (St.  Ives,  Hunts.).— Our  grand  old  river  is  now 
back  to  its  normal  condition,  and  by  Thursday  next,  the 
8th  inst.,  all  the  snow  broth  ought  to  have  disappeared, 
and  pike,  chub,  perch,  and  roach  ought  to  be  well  on  the 
feed,  and  visitors  should  be  well  repaid  for  a  visit.  The 
frosts  and  flushing  the  river  has  recently  had  hive  scoured 
the  weeds  clear  away. — E.  Collinson. 

Plymouth. — Trout  fishing  commenced  on  all  the  open 
rivers  on  Feb.  1,  but  those  riverj  which  are  preserved  by 
boards  of  conservators  do  not  allow  fishing  to  commence 
untU  March  1.  There  is  plenty  of  water  in  the  rivers,  and 
everything  bids  fair  for  a  good  Eeason.  —  William 
Heahdee. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Ckin  (Llanymy- 

Uecii;. —  i he  rain  nas  given  place  to  snow,  of  which  we 
have  had  a  fair  quantity  of  late  in  this  neighbourhood,  but 
as  the  nigltj  are  very  frosty  none  of  the  snow  has  yet 
melted,  so  that  the  rivers  up  to  the  present  are  quite  free 
from  snow  water,  but  there  is  a  thick  coating  of  it  now 
over  all  the  country  round  about  here,  and  more  especially 
on  the  hills  and  high  lands.  Occasionally  the  sun  shines 
brightly  for  several  hours  duiiogthe  day,  and  anglers  in 
pursuit  of  grajling  have  been  fairly  successful  in  the 
Vyrnwy  and  Tanat.  Some  nice  coarse  fish  have  also  been 
taken  from  the  Vyrnwy  as  well  as  the  Severn,  and  this 
last-named  river  is  now  much  lower  than  it  has  been  of 
late,  and  the  flooded  state  of  these  rivers  has  been  very 
favourable  for  the  ealmon  to  travel  to  the  upper  waters 
for  some  time  past.  Salmon  fishing  commenced  here 
on  the  2nd  inst.,  but  up  to  the  present  not  one  has  yet 
been  seen  in  this  neighbourhcod,  and  what  hive  been 
taken  were  from  the  lower  pait  of  the  Severn.  No  one  here 
now  takes  out  a  salmon  licence  except  conservators,  who 
have  to  do  £0  in  order  to  qualify  for  that  oflioe.— 
Vyenwy. 

Stonr  (Bnres,  Suffolk).- The  weather  during  the 
last  few  days  has  been  very  changeable,  and  the  river  has 
suffered  accordingly.  On  the  2Qd  the  water  was  in  good 
trim,  and  local  anglers  had  some  good  sport,  Mr.  H.  Baker 
having  a  good  bag,  several  going  over  lib.  'loz.  each,  while 
Messrs.  IJoot  and  Steed  had  also  decent  bags.  The  same 
night  we  had  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  which,  however,  began 
to  thaw  rapidly,  and,  in  spite  of  snow  broth  being  in  the 
water,  on  the  4th  fish  were  feeding  fairly  well,  several 
anglers  who  were  out  having  catches  up  to  101b.  in  weight, 
the  fish  running  a  good  size.  1  also  heard  of  a  pike  of 
11  Jib.  being  taken  at  Henny,  about  four  miles  from  here — 
but  I  did  not  see  the  fish — on  the  same  date.  The  river 
has  BiEce  been  again  coloured,  but  to-night  (Wednesday) 
it  is  again  in  splendid  trim  for  roach  anglinjf,  with  a  good 
stream  running,  and  with  the  frosty  weatner  we  are  now 
having  should  be  perfect  for  the  12th.  Gentles  or 
coloured  paste  seem  at  present  the  best  lure  for  roach. — 

W.  T.  B^I.MfRIDGE. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  We 

were  cuDgratulating  ourselves  on  the  finer  weather  and 
improved  condition  of  rivers,  when  winter  was  upon  us. 
Snow  fell  heavily,  with  variations  of  sleet  and  rain,  with 
slush  very  much  in  evidence.  Bivera  are  running  high 
and  thick,  and  full  of  snow  broth.  Frost  has  visited  us, 
and  with  finer  weather  rivers  should  be  fit  by  the  end  of 
the  week— especiilly  in  the  tidal  portions— for  roach  fish- 
ing, but  too  clouded  for  pike.  Less  pike  have,  up  to  the 
present,  been  taken  than  for  Eome  seasons  past,  as  the 
weather  has  been  unsuitable.  I  understeni  that  some  of 
the  carp  recently  placed  in  the  Adur  weighed  71b.,  and  as 
upwards  of  I'OO  of  these  fiiih  have  been  added  to  the  river 
Btocb,  good  sport  may  hi  anticipated  next  season.  The 
Bother  is  running  like  a  mill  race,  and  will  be  some  time 
ere  fit.  A  pike  of  01b.  was  found  near  the  Tumble  Bay  by 
a  visitor,  and  had  evidently  been  speared.  Apost-moitem 
revealed  a  roach  of  about  8jz.  and  gudgeon,  but  no  hooks. 
The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  fair  order,  but  almost 
deserted.  A  pike  of  3lb.  a?  d  a  brace  of  21b.  fish  were 
taken  on  Tuesday  below  IJi^nningt.on  with  live  (saddle) 
tnap.  NeedleBB  to  tay,  it  was  used  by  a  vi-itor.  Live 
K  iiKfl  is  the  prevailing  tackle  in  this  water. — Gkorgk  F. 
Saltkb. 

Taw  (Worth  Devon).— A  few  fiih  were  taken  on 
the  opening  day,  but  the  contin'ied  eaiit  wind  has  stopped 
the  rnott  /, '  alouB  (joher,  from  c  itching  both  colds  and  fish. 
Wutf?r  is  in  good  condition  — Hi  hty  Gamk. 

Temc  (£>aaiow). — The  Teme  in  thla  district  has  now 
gone  down  to  a  nice  level,  and  is  clear,  and  is  running  in 
good  order  for  fiehiog.  Snow  fell  in  the  district  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week,  but  made  no  difference  to  the  river. 


and  since  that  sharp  f roste  have  been  had  at  night,  followed 
by  bright  sunshine  days,  and  the  prospects  for  fishing  have 
been  greatly  improved.  Angling  has  been  rather  quiet, 
although  the  fish  have  begun  to  rise  better  between  eleven 
o'clock  and  three,  and  there  should  be  sport  had  with  the 
fly.  Pike  fishing  has  improved,  and  sport  could  be  had 
with  live  bait;  for  bottom,  maggot  and  paste  are  best. 
Grasshopper  and  miggot  fishing  should  account  for  soms 
grayling.  It  is  expected  little  fishing  will  be  done  until 
trout  come  in  season,  when  there  should  be  good  sport. 
The  Ouy,  Corfe,  Clun,  and  Ledwjche  are  all  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level.  No  fishing  done  in  it  of  late. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  his  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  changed 
frosty,  with  bright  sunshiny  days,  and  the  prospects  of 
angling  have  been  greatly  improved.  Snow  fell  at  the 
end  of  last  week,  but  did  not  alter  the  river.  The  fish  have 
been  moving  during  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  sport  should 
be  had  with  fly,  grasshopper,  maggot,  and  paste.  But  few 
rods  have  ventured  out,  but  if  the  weather  keeps  as  it  is 
good  grayling  wUl  be  landed. — Worcester. 

Witham,  fto.  (BKid-Iiincolnshirs).— Prior  to  the 
snowfall  of  Friday  the  fishing  of  the  Witham  has  been 
reported  particularly  good  between  Bardney  and  Kirk- 
stead.  Some  good  lots  of  roach  have  been  procured, 
running  up  to  over  lib.  each.  The  beat  of  these  have 
come  from  Southrey.  Some  Lincoln  anglers  have  had  as 
many  as  they  could  carry  away  recently.  A  visitor  to 
Stixwold  Ferry  had  a  capital  lot,  a  dozen  of  his  best 
scaled  121b.  Barlings,  Eau,  and  other  waters  have 
also  fished  well.  Pike  fishers  have  been  after  their  prey 
about  Tattershall  and  Dogdyke,  and  have  done  fairly  well. 
The  snowfall  we  fear  will  have  checked  this  week's  work. 
—Luc  I. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Dezwent,  Onse, 
&o,  (Yorkshire). — Everybody  may  not  know  the  story 
of  the  small  boy  who  was  fishing  away  on  one  of  the 
moorland  "  burns,"  or,  as  we  call  them  in  Yorkshire, 
"  becks."  However,  a  stranger  who  had  only  had  bad 
sport  approached  the  lad  with  words  of  friendliness  by  way 
of  an  overture.  "Fine  day,  my  boy."  "Aye,"  said  he, 
"fine  eneuch."  "Had  good  sport?"  "'Middling." 
Then  the  stranger  enquired,  "  How  many  have  you 
caught?"  "Well,"  replied  the  precocious  nipper, 
whose  head  barely  reached  the  top  of  the  bracken  terns 
with  which  the  beck  was  lined,  "  if  I  catch  this  yan  and 
anither,  an  mebbe  aaither  yan  mair,  I'll  hae  three ;  hae 
ye  deean  onny  better  yersel  ?'"  As  our  friend  had  caught 
nothing  he  thought  discretion  the  letter  part  of  valour, 
and  passed  on  without  asking  any  more  questions.  The 
boy's  account  of  sport  is  a  fairly  representative  one  of  the 
baskets  obtained  by  the  few  anglers  out  on  any  of  the 
Yorkshire  rivers  up  to  Saturday  last,  when  the  fearfully 
cold  north-east  winds  which  had  prevailed  for  many  days 
moderated,  and  with  an  improvement  in  the  weather  there 
was  a  corresponding  improvement  in  sport.  I  got  a  few 
nice  grayling  in  the  Yore  on  Monday ;  they  were  in  fine 
condition.  They  will  not  spawn  until  late  in  April.  I  had 
one  for  breakfast  this  morning,  and  never  ate  a  better 
fish.  _A  lot  of  nonsenBe  is  written  about  grayling,  and 
knowing  that  under  present  conditions  they  increase, 
and  that_  the  trout,  even  with  artificial  propagation, 
decrease  in  numbers,  and  considering  the  havcc  the  gray- 
ling makes  with  the  trout  spawn,  I  am  confident  the 
present  legal  close  time  for  Salmo  thymalhis  is  ample 
enough.  Anyway,  they  are  worth  catching  and  eating, 
and  will  be  for  three  weeks  to  come,  and  I  hope  the  spell 
of  frosty  weather  will  in  some  respects  make  up  for  the 
unfavourable  time  we  have  previously  experienced  for 
grayling  and  pike  fishing.  This  it  is  sure  to  do  if  it  does 
not  get  too  severe.  A  few  pike  have  been  caught  in  the 
deeps  between  Middleham  and  Bipon,  and  in  the  latter 
district  Mr.  Thompson  caught  a  good  basket  of  perch  and 
chub  with  lob  worms  for  bait,  and  at  Boroughbridge 
several  anglers  report  good  sport  with  perch,  roach,  and 
dace.  I  have  now  a  fine  pike  on  view  that  wag  caught 
there  by  Mr.  Gill,  a  member  of  the  Prince  Arthur  Club, 
Leeds.  It  is  a  very  handsome  specimen,  and  beautifully 
Bet  up  by  MeBsrs.  Coopers.  The  Foss  has  been  in  good 
order  for  pike  fishing,  and  some  very  fair-sized  ones  have 
been  captured  up  that  river  during  the  past  week,  and 
there  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  roach  fishing  in 
the  Ouse.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Old  Ebor  Angling 
Society  was  held  at  their  headquarters,  the  Bay  Horse 
Hotel,  Blossom -street,  York,  on  Friday  last.  The 
retiring  secretary  having  read  his  report,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted,  Mr,  J.  G.  Butcher,  Q.C., 
M.P.,  was  again  elected  president;  also  Mr.  Grant 
LawsoD,  M.P.,  Mr.  H.  H.  Biley,  Col.  R.  F. 
Meysey  -  Thompson,  Capt.  Key,  J.P.,  Mr.  J.  J. 
Dunington  Jefferson,  and  Major  Stanyforth,  vice- 
presidents;  Mr.  D.  Wriggles  worth,  chairman  ;  Mr.  D.  S. 
Wake,  hon.  secretary;  Mr.  .1.  Atkinson,  treasurer. 
Several  names  were  handed  in  with  a  view  to  election  a  a 
members,  and  everything  pciots  to  a  proBperous  season 
for  the  society.  The  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Anglers  the  other  evening,  after  the  transic- 
tiun  vf  the  uaual  butinesa,  presented  their  late  president, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Hoyston,  with  a  handsome  tray  and  silver  tea 
service.  Mr.  Slater,  the  president,  made  the  presentation 
on  bidialf  of  the  society,  and  said  Mr.  Royston  had  held 
the  oflioe  of  president  for  the  last  three  years,  and  as  he 
had  just  taken  to  himself  a  wife,  they  thought  the  presen- 
tation was  a  very  apropriH  ore.  The  health  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Royston  was  drunk  with  much  enthuBiii8m,und  every- 
body v^iiihed  hiiu  much  happinisj.  The  Leeds  anglers  are 
milking  the  most  of  the  dull  reuon,  at  any  rate.  The 
ball  of  the  Sir  Robert  Peel  Angling  Society,  which  took 

Flaos  on  Friday  last  week,  at  the  Ilolbeok  Mechanics' 
nstitute,  was  a  thorough  Buccsas,  thanks  to  the  hard- 
working M.C.  (Mr.  Joe  Ellis)  and  other  willing  workers. 


Everything  went  off  Al,  and  we  were  favoured  during  the 
evening  with  the  presence  of  some  of  the  Queen's 
"  Sleeping  Beauty  "  pantomime  artists,  who  greatly  added 
to  the  harmony  of  the  evening;.  One  or  two  anglers  from 
Stockton  and  Northallerton  have  fished  the  Swale,  and 
they  report  an  improvement  in  sport,  but  the  frost  to-day 
is  very  keen,  and  the  pools  and  quiet  reaches  of  all  rivers 
at  the  head  of  this  report  are  frozen  over  ;  so  are  all  the 
canals,  ponds,  &o.,  all  through  Yorkshire. — John  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeda. 

By  Telegraph.-— On  Tuesday  last  Messrs.  Gibson  and 
Daore,  of  York,  visited  a  private  lake  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. They  found  the  water  frozen  over,  but  after 
breaking  the  ice  in  several  plac3s  secured  eleven  fish,  the 
heaviest  being  as  follows:  221b.,  151b.,  lOlb.,  81b.,  7ilb., 
the  whole  catch  weighing  in  the  aggregate  681b.  The 
largest  fish — which  was  caught  by  Mr.  Gibson — weighed,  as 
stated,  22ib.,  was  3ft.  6in.  in  length  and  19in.  in  girth.  It 
is  a  very  handsome  specimen  of  Esox  lucius,  and  has  been 
sent  to  the  taxidermist  to  be  set  up  and  cased.  The 
weather  to-day  (Thursday)  is  very  severe,  and  skating,  &c., 
is  rapidly  taking  the  place  of  angling,  the  ponds,  lakes, 
and  lower  reaches  of  our  rivers  being  icabound — J.  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
sfreet,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Severon  (Banffshire).  —  An  excellent  spawning 
season  has  been  enjoyed  on  the  Deveron  ;  the  best,  indeed, 
for  many  years.  Not  for  a  long  time  have  there  been  so 
many  fish  on  the  apawning  beds,  and  as  the  winter  hag 
been  fine  and  open,  with  no  severe  frost  to  hurtthe  spawn 
nor  ice  to  carry  them  away,  the  experience  of  the  season 
may  be  regarded  as  highly  favourable.  Slight  symptoms 
of  disease  have  been  seen  in  the  upper  sections,  but 
nothing  that  will  affect  the  fishing  in  spring.  There  is  an 
excellent  appearance  of  clean  fish  in  the  river,  and  if  the 
weather  be  favourable  the  prospects  for  both  rod  and  net 
fishing  are  of  the  brightest  character.  The  Deveron  has 
long  been  noted  as  one  of  the  best  rivers  in  the  north  for 
early  trout,  and  in  March  excellent  fish  are  got — mature 
and  plump.  The  removal  of  the  dykes  does  not  affect  the 
trout  fishing,  but  it  has  vastly  improved  angling  prospects, 
particularly  in  the  upper  and  middle  sections.  Previously 
fish  held  in  the  dykes  could  hardly  escipe  being  netted,  sq 
heavily  and  continuously  were  the  nets  in  operation,  but 
now  they  enjoy  a  free  run,  so  that  in  a  year  or  two  it  may 
be  confidently  expected  that  the  old  fame  of  the  river  as  a 
salmon  stream  will  return.  It  is  due  also  to  the  removal 
of  the  dykes  that  in  the  upper  reaches  far  up  in  Glass 
and  Cabrach  fish  are  got  earlier  in  the  season  than  was 
previously  the  casa.  For  trout  the  March  Brown  is  a 
favourite  fly,  and  a  reliable  killer  for  aalmon  has  often 
been  found  in  Jock  Scott  and  the  Silver  Doctor.  The 
trout  fishing  ia  at  its  best  in  April,  while  in  many  rivers  in 
the  north  the  season  then  ia  only  beginning.  Anglera 
account  for  it  by  the  purity  of  the  water,  the  Deveron 
being  far  less  polluted  than  either,  say,  the  Spsy 
or  tne  Dee.  In  May  the  season  is  interrupted,  but 
returns  in  September,  and  thence  forward  to  the 
close  successful  resulta  are  often  had.  There  have 
been  a  number  of  prosecutions  of  late  for  poach- 
ing. That  is  cirried  on  to  the  largest  extent  in  the 
upper  reaches,  where  the  river  is  narrow  and  comparatively 
shallow.  The  "  snigger  "  is  the  most  common  instrument 
used  by  poachers,  they  finding  that  the  old-fashioned  lights 
are  too  dangerous  in  the  case  of  a  well-watched  river.  The 
fines  inflicted  on  poachers  have  been  heavy. — H.  W. 

Eenmore  (Loch  Tay).— On  the  hotel  water,  Feb.  3, 
Major-General  Hay  killed- salmon,  161b.  Feb.  5,  Major- 
General  Hay  killed  salmon,  181b. — W.  Knight. 

Ifyou  (Foitiugall).— On  Jan.  27  Mr.  Ford  landed  a 
aalmon  of  241b.  On  Jan.  31  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  London; 
fishing  from  the  Fortingall  Hotel,  landed  one  of  24lb. 
River  rather  low  owing  to  the  frost.  —  Paul  B. 
MacPhail. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  severest  snowstorm 
of  the  whole  winter  is  being  experienced  just  now,  and 
threatens  with  disaster  the  opening  prospects  of  the 
season.  It  would  be  sheer  nonsense  for  anyone  to  come 
north  just  now  until  matters  settle,  for  at  the  best  the 
rivers  will  be  out  of  ply  for  some  days.  The  snow  baa 
fallen  to  a  considerable  depth,  while  the  frost  is  intense. 
A  good  opening  was  anticipated  up  till  Monday,  but  the 
complexion  of  nature  has  suddenly  changed,  and  upset 
everything.  Fresh  fish  are  known  to  be  well  into  the 
Glentana  water,  on  the  Dee,  and  sport  should  be  rife  as 
soon  as  ever  they  can  be  got  at.  Meantime,  King  Frost 
rules  supreme.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  mild  weather  prevailing 
over  the  Border  part  of  the  country  at  the  fore  part  of  last 
week  gave  way  towards  the  dote  to  a  anowstorm.  Hard 
frost  haa  now  taken  a  hold  of  the  ground,  and  the  Iccha  are 
icebound  to-day.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  the  frost  was 
very  keen  for  this  time  of  the  year.  On  Tuesday  morninj 
parts  of  the  river  Annan  were  frozen  from  bank  to  bank. 
At  the  time  of  writing  there  is  no  apparent  change  in  the 
severity  of  the  weather.  The  streams  and  quick-running 
pools  are  still  free  of  ice,  and  a  number  of  spawning  salmon 
were  noticed  on  the  breeding  beds  the  other  day.  Rod 
fiabing  on  the  Dumfriepsbire  and  Galloway  rivers  does  not 
open  until  Monday,  the  2Cth  inst.  Net  fishing  on  the 
English  side  of  the  Solway  opens  on  Saturday  morning, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Solway  waters  will  be  thrown  open 
to  the  nets  on  Monday,  20th  inst.. — Hkatiikbdrll. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.—' 
Although  our  salmon  angling  season  began  on  the  tlrst  of 
the  mouth,  there  are  as  yet  no  takes  to  record.  The 
weather  has  been  most  abominably  unfavourable  for 
angling  purposes,  and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  both 
Tweed  and  Teviot  were  ohook-fuU  or  "  grue."  Of  courae, 
with  this  sort  of  weather  that  we  are  having,  it  can 
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Bcarcely  be  expected  that  fiahing  can  be  prosecuted, 
although  many  of  the  more  eager  and  enthusiastic  dis- 
ciples of  old  Izaak  would  like  much  to  have  the  honour  of 
"  first  blood  "  of  the  season,  but  I  am  just  afraid  they  will 
have  to  be  a  little  pitient — all  anglers  as  a  rule  are — 
until  better  weather  gives  them  a  chance  to  score  their  first 
fish  of  the  season.  I  understand  that  there  are  a  few  good 
spring  fiih  up,  and  also  some  old  spawned-out  fish  still  left 
id  the  river — kelts,  as  we  ciU  them  here ;  but  a  good 
mended  kelt  makes  good  eating,  at  least  s?  say  those  who 
have  tried  it,  but  I  never  have.  Pike  fishing  just  now  is 
almost  nil,  only  one  having  been  got  during  the  pist 
three  weeks,  and  the  weight  of  it  was  only  3|lb.  Still 
it  was  clearing  the  river  of  a  most  obnoxious  fish, 
whose  daUy  supply  of  trout  and  other  fish  to 
keep  him  living  is  not  small  by  any  means.  As 
to  trout  fishing  little  can  be  siid.  The  members  of  the 
Kelso  Angling  Association  do  not  begin  fishing  until  the 
loth,  and  very  few  of  them  try  it  then,  most  of  the 
members  thinking  it  better  to  wait  until  about  the  first 
week  of  March  before  beginning  operations.  Of  course 
the  aU-the-y ear-round  angler  is  always  on  the  job,  but 
lately  he  has  hid  a  very  hard  time  of  it,  as  no  fishmonger 
in  Kelso  will  buy  his  tikes,  and  as  ha  cannot  get  the 
public  to  purchase  them,  he  has  had  to  consume 
the  fish  he  kills  himEelf,  and  it  seems  that  this  game  does 
not  pay.  Cash  is  the  all-prevailing  necessity,  and  unless 
these  fishers  (?)  can  get  that  they  go  to  the  wall.  At  our 
various  registration  stations  in  this  district  from  22"^  to 
19^  of  frost  were  registered  on  Tuesday  morning,  so  that 
disciples  of  the  rod  and  line  can  imagine  how  the  devotees 
on  Tweedside  and  the  other  Border  streams  are  situated 
at  the  present  time.  The  trout  at  present  are  in  good  con- 
dition, and  well  forward  for  the  time  of  year,  and  a  good 
spring  fishing  amongst  these  fish  is  anticipated  by  many  of 
the  Border  anglers. — Maswheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bglfaat. — The  weather  has  been  greatly  against  angling 
since  the  season  opened  on  Feb.  1,  snow  and  sleet  falling 
almost  every  day  since.  Nothing  has  yet  been  done  on 
the  trout  fishing  sections  of  the  Lagan  or  on  the  Glens  of 
Antrim  rivers,  which  are  also  open.  The  Water  Com- 
missioner's dams  open  on  March  1.  They  hold  some  good 
trout,  running  up  to  51b.  and  over.  The  Belfast  Angling 
Association  has  lost  a  good  many  military  members  owing 
to  the  war  and  the  changes  in  garrison,  including  the 
gallant  Sir  Frederick  Carrington,  K.C.B.,  its  president, — 
J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (oo.  Cork).  —  The  river  has  been  in 
excellent  fishing  order,  and  reports  are  most  promising, 
especially  from  the  lower  waters  below  Fermoy,  which  are 
well  stocked.  On  Careysville  Fishery,  Mr.  Barklay,  Mr. 
Stubber,  and  Capt  Greer  got  in  the  first  six  days  forty- 
fii  salmon. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Boyne. — The  Boyne  opens  for  trout  and  salmon  fishing 
on  Feb.  13.  Spring  fish  have  been  reported  in  the  river 
for  some  time.  Unfortunately  the  weather  prospects  are 
anything  but  favourable,  as  snow  lies  thickly  on  the 
hills.— J.  A.  B. 

Bnndrowes  (oo.  Donegal).— Keen  frost  has  con- 
tinued during  the  whole  of  the  past  week,  and  in  conse- 
quence no  fishirg  of  any  note  has  yet  been  done  ;  all  the 
small  lakes  in  the  neighbourhood  are  frozen  over,  land  the 
ice  is  at  present  over  2in.  thick.  The  Erne  Fishery 
Company  were  busy  on  Feb.  6,  having  a  supply  of  ice 
carted  into  their  icehouse  for  this  season. — M.  Kogan 
AND  Sons. 

Bash  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim).— The  Bush  opened 
on  Feb.  1,  in  wintry  weather,  snow  and  sleet  falling  and  the 
water  high  and  discoloured.  There  is  plenty  of  spring 
salmon  in  the  river,  but  up  to  date  practically  no  rod 
fishing  has  been  done. — J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Bdvers. — Angling  opened  on  the  majority  of 
the  South  Kerry  waters  on  Feb.  1.  Not  many  anglers 
have  been  out,  however,  and  sport,  generally  speaking, 
has  been  backward,  owing  principally  to  heavy  frost — 
T.  J,  D. 

Ii6e  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  fishing  opened  under  most 
unfavourable  circumstances — heavy  snow  and  frosts ;  con- 
sequently few  anglers  have  ventured  out.    The  water  is  in 

good  order,  but  very  clear.  The  following  anglers  have 
ad  sport  on  Mashonaglass :  Mr.  F.  Barry,  lOlb.,  101b,, 
101b.,  111b.,  on  Oak  Grove;  Mr.  F.  Leader,  101b.,  on 
Castle  Lynch;  J.  O'Brien,  121b.,  on  the  Powdermill 
stream;  Mr. Ned  Murphy,  Sjlb.,  91b.,  01b.,  OJlb.,  111b.,  at 
Carrigrohane ;  Mr.  Gray,  81b.,  'Jib.,  Olb.,  101b.,  101b., 
lOJlb.,  IDlb.  Trout  anglers  have  done  practic illy  nothing. 
Too  much  snow  water  for  trout  to  rise. — W.  Haynes  and 
Son, 

Longh  Corrib  and  Lough  Mask.— Fishing  has 
opsned  on  above  lakes  since  Feb.  1,  and  locil  anglers  are 
haying  excellent  sport,  and  large  baskets  of  trout  are  made 
daily.  Capt.  Cramton  caught  eleven  trout,  231b.  weight 
(largest  3ilb.),  all  on  the  fly.— J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterrille,  oo.  Kerry).— 
Angling  opened  here  on  Feb.  1,  when  six  salmon  were 
had,  as  follows :  Major  G.  Cresswell,  Butler's  Arms 
Hotel,  on^.  lOJlb.  ;  John  J.  Sullivan,  three,  total  weight 
3ijlb. ;  Johnny  Brennan,  one,  91b.;  and  Ned  Dennehy, 
one,  9ilb.  Ned  Dennehy  had  a  nice  fish  of  12lb,  on  Feb.  3  ; 
8.  Hnggard,  one,  9Jlb.  On  Feb.  '>  Michael  Brennan 
had  a  nice  salmon. — T.  .J.  D. 

_  Longh  Weagh.— The  pollen  fishing  opened  on  Feb.  1 
m  extremely  hird  weather.  The  keen  frosts  and  snow 
have  kept  the  fish  out  of  the  shallows,  so  that  the  season 
has  opened  but  poorly,  whilst  some  nets  have  been  badly 
injured  by  the  ice.— .1.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  fWaterville).— Only  a  few  anglers 
have  been  out  since  the  angling  opened  on  Feb.  1.  Sport 
has  been  fair.  The  best  tasket  was  one  of  twenty  brown 
trout,  had  by  an  angler  from  Caherdaniel,  on  Lough 
Cummeravanig.— T.  J.  D. 


Moy,  Longh  Conn,  and  Gallon  (Ballina,  co. 

Mayo). — The  severe  frost  has  preveuteJ  any  success  with 
salmon  here  since  openiug  day.  •  Some  fair  takes  of  trout 
have  bsen  taken  on  the  lower  parts  of  the  river  during 
pist  few  days.  The  silmon  weirs  got  fourteen  beauties, 
from  121b.  to  211b. — Pat.  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Loa$th  Derg  (Eillaloe).  —  The 
water  is  mw  ia  good  angling  trim,  and  when  the  severe 
frost  and  bitterly  cold  north  winds  shall  have  passed  away 
salmon  fishers  should  be  able  to  give  a  good  account  of 
some  of  the  numerous  heavy  springers  that  have  been 
showing  themselves  both  under  and  above  the  weir  wall. 
A  very  handsome  salmon,  231b,,  has  been  taken.  Trouting 
has  been  very  fair,  and  the  fiah  are  in  good  condition  for  so 
early  in  the  season. — S.  J,  Hurley, 

Shannon  (Castleconnell),— The  fishing  is  now  in 
full  swing,  and  the  water  is  in  first  rate  order,  as  a  heavy 
frost  during  the  week  has  brought  it  down  to  a  nice  fishing 
height.  On  Hermitage  the  fishermen  killed  on 3  salmon, 
101b.,  on  Feb.  1.  Major  C.  Hayes  Newington,  and 
Messrs.  C.  S.  Yansittart  and  J.  Enright  have  been  out 
fishing  the  during  week, — J,  Enright  and  Son. 

SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Feb.  16. 


Scarborough 


Yarmouth 

Lowestoft  ..„  

Aldebnrgh   

Harwich  


Sontibend,  Sheer-) 
ness,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-'J 
stairs.  &  Earns-)- 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


HastiogB  , 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  j 

Newhaven   

Shoreham  and) 
Southvrick  J 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island) 

Plymouth   


Sat. 

Sun, 

Mon. 

Tues. 

"Wed. 

Th. 

Fri, 

a  m. 

0.46 
p.m. 
1  24 

am. 
1.58 
■  p.m. 

2.29 

a  m. 
2.57 
p  m. 
3.21 

a.m. 
3.41 
p  m. 
4.  0 

a.m. 
4.17 
p  m 

4.33 

a.m. 

4.48 
pm. 
5.  3 

a  m 
6.18 
p  m 

5.33 

5.40 
6.19 

6.56 
7.27 

7.52 
S.15 

8.35 
8.54 

9.11 
9.28 

9.44 
9  59 

10.15 
10.30 

6.22 
7.  e 

7.33 
8.  9 

8.34 
8.57 

9.17 
9.36 

9.53 
10.10 

10.26 
10.41 

10.56 
11  12 

7.11 
7.49 

8.27 
8.57 

9.23 
9.45 

10.  5 
10.25 

10,42 
10.58 

U.15 
11.30 

11.46 

8.S3 
9.15 

9.50 
10.22 

10.49 
11.13 

11.. 34 
11  53 

0.10 

0.26 
0.42 

0.57 
1.12 

9  31 
10.12 

10.49 
11.20 

11.45 

0.  7 
0.26 

0.  44 

1.  1 

1.18 
1.34 

1  4!) 
2.  4 

8.28 
9.  9 

9.4G 
10  18 

10.47 
11.  9 

11.28 
11  46 

0.  3 

0.19 
0.35 

0  50 
1.  5 

7.46 
8.24 

8.58 
9.26 

9.60 
10  11 

10.31 
10.50 

11.  8 

11.26 

11.44 

0.  1 
0.17 

7.26 
8.  4 

8.38 
9.  6 

9.30 
9.51 

10  11 

10  30 

10.48 
11.  6 

11  24 
11.41 

11,57 

7.54 
8  32 

9.  6 
9.34 

9..58 
10.20 

10.39 
10.58 

11.16 
11.34 

11.52 

0.  9 
0.25 

8.21 

8  57 

9.26 
9.51 

10.12 
10.32 

10.51 
11.  8 

11.24 
11.40 

11.55 

0.10 
0.25 

8.12 
8.49 

9.23 
9.51 

10.15 
10.36 

10.55 
11.15 

11  33 
11.50 

0.  9 

0  26 
0.42 

8  28 
9.  6 

9.39 
10.  8 

10  34 
10.54 

11.13 
11.29 

11.45 

0.  1 
0.16 

0.33 
0.50 

2.13 
2.56 

3.33 
4.  7 

4.35 
6.  0 

5.22 
5.42 

6.  0 
6.17 

6.33 
6,48 

7,  4 

7.19 

STOP  PRESS. 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
Bt  Telegraph.— Friday,  Feb,  9. 

Dover. — E. ;  moderate. 
Deal. — E. ;  smooth. 
Ramsgate. — E.8.B. ;  moderate. 
Margate. — B. ;  smooth. 


Ballinskelligs.— Good  sport  continues  to  be  had  at 
whiting  and  gurnard.  Sport  among  other  fish  almost  nil. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).  —  Sport  is  now,  at  and 
around  this  station,  at  hake,  ling,  and  cod.  The  fish  had 
were  all  of  a  large  size,  and  in  very  fine  condition. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (TThe  Pier). — Scarcely  any  fishing  has  taken 
place  here  during  the  last  fortnight,  strong  east  and 
north-east  winds  deterring  nearly  all  local  and  visiting 
anglers  from  wetting  their  lines.  On  Feb,  4  the  total 
pier  catch  was  less  than  a  dozen  fish,  but  included  a  very 
fine  sole  which  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr,  Glen,  Mr,  Filmer 
took  five  dabs  on  Monday  morning,  the  largest  of  which 
scaled  12oz.  Mr.  Sbilling  had  a  few  pouting  on  Tuesday, 
and  also  a  small  dab ;  but  to-day  (Wednesday)  he  has 
drawn  a  blank. — J.  Richardson. 

Dingle.— Sport  is  now  good  at  hake,  ling,  and  cod. 
The  spring  mackerel  fishing  is  expected  to  open  early  this 
year  here. — T,  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — We  have  had  a  cold  snap  the  last  few 
days,  which  has  put  a  stop  to  pier  fishing  to  a  great  extent. 
There  are  large  quantities  of  smelt  and  grey  mullet  still  to 

To  Sportsmek.  —  Burberry's,  30,  Haymarket,  London,  and 
Basingstoke,  are  now  offering  at  Half  Peioe  their  '99  Model  and 
Stock  Sporting  Garments,  viz. :  Gababdinb  Unlined  Farmers' 
OvercoatB,  21s.  ;  White  Riding  Breeches,  21b.  Gabaedine 
Combination  Shooting  Coats,  2Cs.  3d.  and  Sis.  6d. ;  Knicker 
Breeches, 2l8. ;  Burberry  Capes,  3l8.  6d. ;  Long  Overcoats,  31s.  6d. 
Kain  Proofed  Tweed  Shooting  Coats,  268.  3d.  and  3l8,  6d. ; 
Waistcoats,  78.  fld.  ;  Weather-All  Coats,  31s.  6d.  Sent  on  approval 
on  receipt  of  cheque  covering.  Advt. 


be  caught,  and  they  are  taking  the  natural  bait  freely. 
The  herrings  that  1  spoke  about  last  week  are  stiU  to  be 
found  at  the  Docks,  and  the  netsmen  have  found  this  out, 
and  have  baen  taking  some  fine  oitches  at  night  with  the 
drift  net.  I  have  not  heard  of  so  mmy  being  taken  with 
(h)rod;  the  weather  might  have  put  a  stop  to  this  to  a 
certain  extent.  The  long  liners  have  been  taking  some 
fine  cod  and  conger,  but  this  sport  is  entirely  regulated  by 
the  quantity  of  biit  they  can  get.  This  is  supplied  from 
the  trawlers,  who  very  often  take  very  Urge  quantifies  of 
squid  or  cuttle  fish  in  their  trawls.  The  supply  is  very 
uncertain.  There  are  plenty  of  mussels  to  bs  hid  here, 
but  our  men  do  not  like  them  for  biit. — W.  Heaedee 
(B.S.A.S.), 

Fortma^ae. — Good  sporb  is  now  baing  had  at  this 
station  among  ling  and  cod. — T,  J,  D. 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier). — Sport  has  baen  very  poor, 
only  a  few  eels,  flounders,  and  pollack  being  taken. — 
— W.  B.  Laker. 

Valentia. — Cod  and  ling  are  being  had  in  generally 
good  numbers  here  by  anglers  using  strips  of  mackerel  as 
bait.  Whiting  have  been  got  in  fair  or  average  numbers 
on  a  couple  ot  days,  but  since  the  frost  set  in  these  fish 
have  gone  off  the  feed. — T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^ixlmc5. 

February  11. 

Albion  Brothers  :  Roving  match. 
Anchor  and  Hope  :  Outing  to  Selham. 
Bermondsey  Brothers  ;  Competition. 
Blackfriars  :  Match  at  Pulborough. 
Bloomsbury  Brothers :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
Brompton :  Outing. 

Brothers  Well  Met :  Match  at  Cookham. 

Cambridge  Friendly :  Outing  to  Cookham. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Match  at  Walton, 

Carlton;  Match  at  Richmond. 

Good  Intent  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Harlesden  :  Matoh  at  Surly  Hall. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Pangbourne, 

Jubilee  :  Match  at  Bourne  End, 

Original  Clerkenweil :  Prize  outing. 

Ormonde  :  Match  at  Richmond. 

St.  Albans  :  Match  at  Pulborough. 

Stepney  :  Match  at  Ware. 

Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  West  Drayton. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Ware. 

Wellington  :  Match  at  Shalford. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Burnt  MQI. 

February  12. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  F.  0.  Tobacco  Fund  concert. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Visit, 

Hearts  of  Oak:  A,B.S.  concert. 

Piscatorial  Society :  Paper  by  Dr.  Ogier  Ward. 
February  13. 

Battersea  Friendly :  L^nt6^n  lecture  by  Mr.  Wade  in 
aid  of  the  A.B.S. 

Elgin  :  Visit. 

Good  Intent :  Supper. 

Gresham  :  Bohemian  concert  (ladies'  night). 

Walton  and  Cotton  :  Annual  dinner. 
February  14. 

B.S.A.S,  :  Paper  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews, 

Greenwich  :  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr,  Wade, 

Holloway  :  Supper  and  distribution, 

Izaak  Walton :  Competition. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Visit, 


Feb,  18. 

■„  18, 

„  18, 

.,  18. 

„  18. 

„  18. 

„  18, 

„  18. 

„  18. 

„  18. 

„  18. 

„  19. 

„  19. 

„  19. 
21. 

„  21. 

„  25. 

„  25, 

„  25. 

„  25. 

„  25. 

„  25. 

„  25. 

„  25. 

„  25 

„  26. 

„  26. 

„  26. 

M  27, 

„  28, 
March  1,- 

„  15.- 

„  18.' 

„  19.- 


, — Alma :  Match  at  S  anbury, 
. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Reading, 
, — Burlington  Piseitorials  :  Lantern  lecture  by 
Mr,  Wade, 

— Crown  and  Bucklind  :  Match  at  Bourne  End, 

, — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Ma':ch, 

— Hoxton  Brothers  ;  Match  on  the  Lea. 

— Junior  Piscatorials  :  Competition, 

— Oglander  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

— Perseveranoa  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

— Seymour  Brothers  ;  Outing, 

— Twickenham :  Competition. 

— Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

— Islington  Brothers  :  Visit. 

— Royal  Oak  :  Visit. 

— Central  Finsbury :  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr, 

Wade  and  A.B.S,  concert, 
— Highbury  :  Outing, 

— Amicable    Brothers:    Outing    to  Hat&eld 
Peveril, 

— Battersea  Piscatorials :  Match, 

— Cobden  :  Match  at  Henley. 

—Elgin  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

— Golden  Barbel :  Outing  to  Cookham, 

— Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Taplow, 

— Original  Clerkenweil :  Outing  to  Shepperton, 

— South  Bermondsey :  Annual  punt  outing. 

— Sundial :  Outing. 

—Crown  and  Bnckland  :  Visit. 

— North-Bast  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

— Perseverance  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

— Mildmay  :  Annual  dinner. 

— Iziak  Walton  :  Benefit  concert. 

— Limehonse  Piscatorials:  "Cinderella"  dance. 

— Serapis  ;  F,  O.  Tobacco  Fund  concert. 

— A.B.S.  :  Competition  on  the  Lea. 

—Piscatorial  Society :  Annual  dinner. 
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iRcpotts  from  Clubs 


TFe  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  «s  rwt  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
ETeningf.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette.  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— The  finance  committee  meet 
on  Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  12,  it  8  o'clock ;  the  general 
at  8. 30.— E.  GHrRNEY. 

Anglers'  Bsnevolent  Sociely.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  48.  from  the  Korth  London  A.S.  donation  box. — R. 
GnrRNEY. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing Iiiit. — On  the  5th  inst.  a  most  enjoyable  return  visit 
was  given  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  A.S.  On  the  roll  call 
thirteen  clnbs  were  well  represented.  TheirA.B.S.  box 
contained  the  sum  of  £4  IO3.  The  next  visit  will  go  to 
the  Elgin  A.S.,  held  at  the  Grasshopper,  Kensington 
Park-road,  on  Feb.  13,  when  Secretary  King  promises 
some  good  talent. — J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Angling  Com- 
petition.—Since  my  first  report  I  am  pleased  to  state 
prizes  are  coming  in  qnite  fast.  The  following  gentlemen 
and  societies  have  promissd  me  their  aid  :  C.  A.  Medcalf, 
E.  R.  Hunt,  F.  Newton,  C.  Watling,  F.  Renn,  G.  Merry, 
J.  J.  Smith,  W.  Ford,  Walthamstow  Brothers,  and  B. 
Latimore,  a  meerschaum  pipe. — S.  Malbt, 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney.— Mr.  J.  Jones 
weighed-in  two  jack  on  Feb.  4  ;  Mr.  Buxton  a  nice  show 
of  dace.  Members  may  go  where  they  choose  for  the 
remaining  four  prizes  on  Feb.  11.  All  start  on  the 
morning  ;  bank  only. — H.  Haines. 

AUason  United  Brothers  Angllnsr  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.  W.— 
On  Feb.  4  Messrs.  Barker.  Brown,  and  Osborne  weighed- 
in  some  grand  shows  of  Thames  roach.  Other  members 
who  had  fish  were  Prouten,  Chapman,  Ben  Abrahams, 
and  Saunders.  I  hope  members  will  not  miEs  the  avail- 
able days  open  to  them,  as  March  16  is  fast  approaching. 
The  return  visit  to  the  Elgin  will  be  represented  by  our 
society  as  usual,  and  we  hope  to  try  and  answer  the  roll  at 
the  district  visits. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society.  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.- On  Feb.  4  Messrs. 
Drew,  sen.,  and  Boothby  weighed-in  chub,  roach,  and 
dace.  On  Feb.  18  a  competition  will  take  place  at 
Sunbnry  for  three  prizes;  all  to  leave  London  on  the 
morning  of  the  match. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury.— We  had  a  good 
meeting  on  Wednesday  last.  Members  please  note  to 
attend  next  Wednesday  for  important  business.  An 
outing  has  been  arranged  for  Feb.  25,  at  Hatfield  Peveril ; 
tow-path  only  ;  train  starts  7.20.— S.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-etrett,  Clerkenwell. — On 
Feb.  4  we  had  a  nice  show  of  fish  contiibuted  by  the 
following  ;  Mr.  Millen,  roach ;  Mr.  Nunn,  sen.,  chub  ;  and 
Mr.  Brelsforth,  roach.  On  Monday  the  return  visit  took 
place,  atd  was  a  great  succeEB ;  on  the  roll  being  called 
twenty-nine  clubs  answered.  We  thank  brother  anglers 
and  friends  for  their  kind  support  on  that  occasion.  Our 
worthy  host,  Mr.  Buffjry,  was  duly  installed  a  member  of 
onr  society.  Will  members  please  attend  next  Wednesday 
in  force  to  arrange  for  the  next  outing? — E.  R.  Emble- 

TON. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Societ.7,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— On  Feb.  4  Mr.  H.  Hamilton 
saved  the  club  from  a  blank  with  roach  from  the  Thames. 
At  Wednesday's  meeting  Mr.  C.  Canaar  presided.  The 
usual  donation  was  at  once  voted  for  the  River  Keepers' 
Dinner  Fund.  The  ordinary  monthly  outins;  for  Feb.  11 
was  fixed  for  Selham  ;  only  traiu  seven  o'clock,  London 
Bridge  (S.C.  Ry.). 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Booiety,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S. W. — Our  odd  and  even  match 
took  place  at  Cookham  on  the  4th,  with  the  following 
result:  On  the  even  side  Messrs.  A.  Jenkins,  G.  Smeed, 
W.  Thomas,  and  J.  Barnett  competed  against  Messrs.  A. 
Dejonge,  J.  Miller,  G.  Miller,  and  J.  Cox.  Even  side 
won.  Our  next  match  takes  placs  at  Reading  (roving)  on 
Feb.  18;  from  Ciapham  Junction,  train  leaves  8  45, 
returns  at  7.45  ;  to  go  down  on  the  morning.  After  our 
match  at  Cookham  we  adjourned  to  the  Gate  Inn,  where 
Mr.  Gammon  provided  us  with  a  splendid  hot  meat  tea. 
Oar  lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  takes  places  on 
Feb.  I'!,  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S. — A.  I)k.ion<;e. 

Battersea  Piscatorial  Society,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  Battersea. — We  fish  our  next  match  on 
Feb.  25.  Lncfile  to  be  announced  next  week,  when  I  hope 
members  will  attend. — 'J'.  TiiiNfiirAM. 

Bsrmondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsev-street. — Only  cna  member  weighed-in 
on  the  4th — Mr.  J.  Ilobbs,  4^1b.  of  good  roach.  f)n  the 
7th,  host  (i.  H.  Shepherd  weighed-in  2Slb.  of  good  roach 
and  perch  from  tho  Thames.  The  compstition  for  the 
February  Hories  of  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  the  llth. 
Conditions,  all  competitors  to  book  to  and  return  from 
Reading  station  ;  radius  to  be  from  Caversham  to  Whit- 
church Bridge,  towpath  only,  and  that  it  be  optional  for 
members  to  leave  London  on  Saturday.  Most  of  the 
members  hive  decided  to  leave  Waterloo  station  by  the 
0.37  Saturday  night ;  the  prizes  are  seven  in  number  ;  any 
memVjers  going  down  by  that  train  can  be  accommodated 
with  a  good  bed  and  breakfast. — Ai.i'  Conn, 


Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Sonthwark-street,  8.E. — Several  members  out  on  Feb.  4. 
Mr.  F.  Jones,  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  J.  Baiker,  roach. 
We  fish  for  cur  February  Bfries  of  prizes  at  Pulborough 
on  Feb.  11;  start  8  30  train;  retum,  7  24.  Should  like 
to  see  all  members  present. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  ttcolety.  The 
Windsor  Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W  C— On  Feb.  4 
Mr.  F.  S.  Pavett  weighed-in  roach,  21b.  Gqz.  The 
quarterly  peg-down  match  takes  place  on  Feb.  11,  at  Cook- 
ham, when  we  fish  for  four  prizes  under  the  usual  con- 
ditions. The  train  leaves  Paddington  at  8.40  a.m.  Our 
grand  concert  on  behalf  of  the  "Fishing  Gazette  Tobacso 
Fund  "  takes  place  on  Feb.  12,  on  which  occasion  th«  chair 
will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  W.  Bampton,  faced  by  Mr.  R, 
Lummes,  and  an  -  excellent  programme  provided. — T. 
Paternoster. 

Burlington  Fiscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel, 
Burlington-road,  W. — An  outing  will  take  place  at 
Bourne  End  on  Feb.  18.  All  to  start  on  the  morning ;  all 
fish  to  weigh ;  live  baits  may  be  taken.  Three  prizes — 
first,  153. ;  second,  lOs.  ;  third,  58. — P.  H.  Lavington. 

Csmtrid^e  Seath  Szota»8  Angling  booitcy, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath — On  Feb.  4,  in  spite  of  the  enow,  we  had  a 
fair  show  of  fish  by  R.  Hublard,  roaoh,  dace,  and  perch  ; 
J.  Baines,  roach  ;  and  C.  Hazard,  perch.  On  the  llth  we 
have  a  pegged-down  match  at  Broxbourne,  from  Fish  and 
Eels  to  Ratty's  Weir,  for  thirteen  prizes.  Start  fishing 
9.30  a.m. ;  cease  at  5.30  p.m. ;  show  fish  No.  1  swim  not 
later  than  six  o'clock.  Stewards,  J.  Lee  and  B.  Smith. 
A  Bohemian  concert  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  will  be  held 
on  Feb.  19,  when  Mr.  Wood,  of  the  Hoxton  Bros.,  takes 
the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  E.  Brockett,  Original  Alexandra  ; 
and  ladies  are  cordially  invited. — P.  Loft. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — Mr.  A.  S.  Hardcastle  is  the  only 
member  who  has  been  suoceseful  during  the  last  two 
weeks,  weighing-in  over  351b.  of  roach  in  three  shows, 
largest  show  over  161b.,  largest  fish  lib.  3|oz.  Our  next 
outing  takes  place  on  Feb.  11,  at  Richmond;  peg-down; 
cease  fishing  at  5  p.m. — W.  B.  F. 

Central  Finsbury  Angling  Society,  Albion 
House,  326,  City-road,  B.C. — Mr.  Leverno  saved  us  from 
a  blank  on  the  4th  inst.  We  have  organised  a  joint  benefit 
for  the  A.B.S.  and  the  Working  Men's  Convalescent 
Home  at  Pegwell  Bay,  to  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
Feb.  21.  I  must  apologise  to  about  six  clubs  for  sending 
the  programmes  undercharged.  They  were  sent  cfi  in  a 
hurry  to  get  them  to  the  clubs,  so  I  did  not  give  it  a 
thought.  Hoping  secretaries  and  others  will  take  this 
apology,  and  push  the  sale  of  the  programmes  to  make  it 
a  success,  is  the  wish  of — J.  GEO0. 

Central  Visiting  List.— There  was  a  good  attend- 
ance at  the  return  visit  to  the  Cosy  A.S  ,  Pins  Apple, 
Wilfred-street,  8.W.,  on  Tuesday  evening ;  some  capital 
artistes  in  attendance,  and  on  the  roll  call  twenty-three 
clubs  were  well  represented.  Next  visit  to  the  Crovsn 
and  Buckland  A.S. ;  date  later, 

Ciapham  Jnnotloa  Angling  Society.  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Ciapham  Jnnotion,  S.W. — 
This  society  fished  their  eleventh  day's  outing  on  Feb.  4  at 
Bourne  End,  when  only  two  members  were  successful  in 
taking  prizes  :  First,  J.  Thorn ;  second,  C.  Greenfield. 
Locale  of  another  match  will  be  settled  next  meeting 
night.  Committee  meeting  will  take  place  on  Feb.  12  at 
nine  o'clock  sharp. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Ciapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Ciapham  Common,  S.W. — I  am  very  sorry  to 
have  to  report  the  death  of  our  esteemed  and  respected 
member  Mr.  W.  Butt,  who  died  from  pneumonia,  follow- 
ing on  infloeDza,  after  a  week's  illness.  On  Feb.  11  we 
fish  a  match  at  Walton;  four  prizes;  all  fish  to  weigh. — 
T.  Pasmore. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Vlsitirg 
List.  —  The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Great 
Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society,  on  Feb.  12.  Mr.  C. 
Watling  will  take  the  chair. 

Cobden  Angling  Society.  Eensal-road,  W.— On 
Feb.  4  Mr.  A.  Howland  weighed-in  131b.  'Joz.  of  roach. 
On  Feb.  25  the  last  match  of  the  season  will  take  place  at 
Henley ;  from  Marah  Lock  to  Hambledon  Lock ;  two 
rods  ;  all  fish  to  weigh ;  each  member  to  citch  his  own 
live  bait ;  to  go  down  from  Westbourne  Park  by  the  9.3, 
and  return  by  the  8.10  from  Henley  ;  to  register  names  in 
saloon,  and  register  fish  not  later  than  7.15  at  Ye  Lion,  in 
Queen-street.  There  are  twenty  prizes  to  fish  for— total 
value  £7  153.    This  is  a  club  match, — T.  Twyman. 

Cosy  Angrllng  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — Our  Central  visit  was  a 
complete  success.  Some  good  songs  were  rendered  by  the 
following:  Messrs.  P.  Hannan,  Elsey,  Fuller,  Capon, 
Steptoe,  Holder,  J.  T.  White,  Lovatt,  Rake,  Brown, 
Freeman,  and  a  gentleman  from  the  Bermondsey  Brothers, 
who  ably  tock  the  vice-chair.  His  name  we  have  forgotten, 
but  may  be  traced  by  the  song  he  sung  of  "  Scissors  to 
Grind."  On  the  roll  being  called  by  Mr.  Wade  twenty- 
three  clubs  responded.  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  T.  White; 
pianist,  Mr.  L.  Hurst.  The  next  visit  goes  to  the  Crown 
and  Buckland  A.S. —J.  White, 

Crown  and  Bnokland  Piscatorial  Booiety, 
Middlesex  Arms,  85,  Glerkenwell-green,  E.G. — The  next 
return  visit  on  the  Centml  List  will  take  place  at  tho  above 
society  on  Feb.  26.  On  Feb.  18  we  fish  for  five  prizes  at 
Bouina  I'itid ;  conditions  at  clubhouse.  On  Feb.  l,  11. 
Haines  weighed-in  roach  ;  and  J.  Leadbeater,  perch.  At 
onr  last  meeting  the  members  voted  a  prize  for  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Competition  in  the  Lea  ;  also  2».  6d. 
to  the  Hiver  Keepers'  Dinner  Fund. — G.  H.  Frankmn. 

Dalstou  Angling  Society,  Bronnlow  Arma, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston, — On  li'eb.  1,  in  oonaeijueuoe  of 
the  inclement  weather,  there  was  not  sufficient  present  to 
constitute  a  match.    On  Tuesday,  Feb.  G,  there  was  a 


very  fair  attendance,  when  it  was  decided  that  the  match 
should  he  continued  at  the  same  place  under  the  same 
conditions. — S.  Malby, 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
AL  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — Some  of  our  members 
were  out,  and  weighed-in :  Mr.  Vegan,  roach ;  and  Mr. 
Gale,  roach  and  chub.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange  for  the  private  match, 
which  will  take  place  on  Feb.  18. — W.  Jenkins. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing-j 
ton  Park-road,  Netting  Hill,  W. — Seveial  members  weraJ 
cut  on  Feb.  4,  but  with  very  poor  results,  Mr.  e] 
Charlton  being  the  only  one  to  weigh-in — jack,  frntJ 
Windsor.  We  are  promised  some  good  talent  for  nein 
Tuesday  night.— G.  King.  J 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton  J 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital.  W. — On  Feb.  4  onln 
two  members  were  out,  Messrs.  Verity  and  Crow,  botm 
having  roach.  Our  outing  takes  place  on  the  25th,  atJ 
Cookham  ;  usual  conditions. — A.  W.  Ellins.  I 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.  The  Crown,  Ghurob  J 
street,  Shoreditch.— On  Jan.  18  Mr.  W.  Heron  weighed-id 
201b.  of  handsome  reach.  Five  roach  scaled  71b.,  nonM 
under  Jib.  On  Feb.  4  members  fished  for  eight  prizes  aM 
St.  Margaret's,  only  two  being  taken  :  Mr.  Hanson,  first  ^ 
Mr.  Bromley,  second.  The  remainder  will  be  fished  foq 
on  Feb.  11 ;  part  of  the  Lea.  Our  supper  takes  place  nexlJ 
Tuesday  :  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  Williams ;  vice,  Mr,  R.  NayJ 

— R.  MUBPHY.  ] 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  ArmaJ 
Circus-street,  Greenwich, — Mr.  W.  JT  Wade  will  give  him 
lecture,  "  Fishing  and  Holiday  Trips  by  the  S.E.R.,"  oM 
Wednesday,  Feb.  14,  at  8  p.m.  sharp.  Memliers  ara 
particularly  requested  to  attend. — J.  Dryden.  J 

Haroonrt  Angling  Society.  Uarcourt  Armal 
Harcourt-street,  N.W.— We  had  a  blank  on  Feb.  4,  ana 
no  wonder,  as  man  would  need  to  be  made  of  iron  to  fao3 
the  water  on  that  date.  Our  concert  on  Thursday  lasfl 
went  off  very  well,  hut  might  have  been  better,  but  beina 
the  first  one  we  must  not  grumble, — A.  E.  Payne.  J 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Ho.el,  High] 
street,  Harlesden. — Quarterly  meeting  and  election  ofl 
oiEcers.  Match  arranged  for  Feb.  11,  at  Surly  Hall] 
three  prizes.  Opening  of  A,B.  box  realised  £1  Is.  6d.-J 
W.  N.  Dawes.  I 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown! 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Feb.  4  we  had 
a  blank.  On  Feb.  11  we  go  to  Maldon  for  prize  out  iaJ 
(peg-down) ;  leave  Liverpool-street  8.30.  On  Monda^ 
Feb.  12,  we  have  a  smoking  concert  on  behalf  of  Ihm 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  when  I  hope  members  and 
brother  anglers  will  help  to  fill  onr  boxes. — H.  Bac^ 

SHAW.  I 

Hi^hbnry  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel! 
Upper  ToUiogton-road,  HoUoway,  N. — But  few  membeifl 

have  braved  the  elements  lately  in  pursuit  of  sport,  and 
these  that  have  have  met  with  very  poor  results.  On  tha 
2nd  inst.  Mr.  S.  Stone  bad  4lb.  4Jcz.  of  chub  (largest  fisnl 
21b.  lOioz.).  I  had  two  days  out  with  Mr.  G,  West,  buS 
beyond  a  good  reach,  lib.  14|oz.,  which  fell  to  his  rod,  wm 
did  very  little,  no  doubt  the  melting  snow  putting  the  fisn 
off  feed.  Our  outing  on  the  2l8t  will  take  place  at  oua 
Kennet  Fishery,  not  a^  previously  stated.  SbaU  be  glafl 
to  receive  a  faw  more  names  as  soon  as  possible,  as  I  havJ 
to  ariatige  for  creature  comforts  for  the  particip auts. — am 
Wymer,  I 

Honnsfield  Otters  Angling  Society,  GoIdeJ 
Lion,  Lower  Edmonton. — We  had  another  small  but  goofl 
show  on  Feb.  4,  Messrs.  E,  Watling  and  W.  Mogg  having 
a  few  good  roach  from  the  Lea,  and  Mr.  S.  C.  Jones  ■ 
jack  of  31b.  2oz  — W.  Mogg.  ! 

Houndslowand  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society! 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow.  —  An  anglinfl 
society  under  the  above-mentioned  title  has  been  atarteM 
and  at  a  very  largely  attended  and  influential  meeting] 
held  on  Wednesday  night  at  headquarters,  the  following 
otficers  were  elected :  President,  Dr.  G.  A.  S.  Gordonl 
vice-president.  Dr.  W.  Cromer  ;  chairman,  Mr.  T.  Sm 
Wyse- Foster;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  W.  Hicks;  hom 
treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Morgan  ;  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  J. 
Brougham.  Over  sixty  members  were  enrolled,  and  m 
was  decided  to  affiliate  the  society  to  the  Centra 
Asnnciition. — J.  M.  Brougham.  J 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  EaglJ 
Kingaland-roiid,  Shoreditch. — The  members  will  competi 
for  five  special  prizes  on  Feb.  IS  in  the  river  Lea,  from  Sa 
Margaret's  Lock  to  Ware  Tumbling  Bay ;  show  fish  tm 
Railway  Hotel,  St.  Margarets,  at  six  o'clock.  Messrs.  AM 
McGuinesB  and  W.  Bishop  were  elected  as  auditors  ;  Mm 
F.  Newton  as  treasurer. — Johnny.  J 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddld 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  following  weighed-in 
on  Feb.  4 ;  Messrs.  Benny,  chub  from  the  Thamen 
heaviest  21b.  13,\oz. ;  Burwash,  perch  and  dace.  OtheM 
were  out,  but  had  no  sport.  We  met  on  Tuesday  lasM 
Mr,  Croker  in  the  chair.  We  have  our  return  visit  om 
No.  2  Eastern  District  (Anglers'  Association)  on  Mondan 
Feb.  19,  when  I  hope  brother  anglers  and  friends  wi9 
kindly  give  us  their  support.  A  general  meeting  is  callel 
for  Tuesday  next  to  arrange  about  an  outing, — J.  BM 
Herhkrt,  ! 

Jlsaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  JohnV 
Head,  Manefield-street,  Kiugsland-road. — We  competl 
for  three  special  prizes  on  Feb.  1  l,at  Pangbourne.  There 
are  also  two  "  specials"  to  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  I  t, 
competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters  (private  waters  barred.)  It  has  been  arranged  to 
have  a  concert  on  Wednesday,  28th  inst.,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  widow  and  family  of  tho  late  Alfred  Furlong. 
Members  requiring  tickets  please  apply  to  the  secretary. 
— H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington.— Since  last  report  very  few  fish 
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have  been  weighed-in.  Sport  was  very  quiet.  Our 
matcb  takes  place  at  Bourne  End  on  Feb.  11.  I  nope  to 
896  a  good  number  present,  as  it  is  the  last  match  of  the 
geason— G.  Besce.  „  , 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Eosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E.— At  a  meeting  held  at  the 
above  it  was  decided  to  fish  our  nest  competition  on 
Feb  18  — W.  Freeman. 

Levton«tone  Piscatorial  Society,  81,  Cann  Hall- 
road,  Loytonstor.e.— Will  members  pleasa  note  change  of 
my  address  ?  Sin'je  last  report  several  of  our  members 
have  had  some  nice  takes,  Messrs.  Doherty  and  Punnell 
heading  the  hst  with  perch  and  roach  resDectively,  from 
the  Lea.  I  beg  to  remind  members  that  quirterly 
BubscripHons  are  now  due.— W.  Clouting. 

Iiimelioiise  Piscatorial  Society,  Silver  Tavern, 
Burdett-road,  E.— Mr.  Cloake  has  had  a  31b.  jick  from 
the  Oaee.  The  "  Cinderella,"  which  takes  place  on 
March  1,  is  up  to  the  present  going  very  well.  We  have 
already  a  financial  guarante?,  and  are  now  aimins  for  a 
pood  social  evening.  Dance  committee  meet  at  8.30  on 
Friday  nest :  general  meeting  nine  o'clock.  Mr.  Munro 
was  elected  a  member  at  our  last  meetiug. — R.  J.  Wells. 

Iiincoln  Angling^  Society  Metropolitan,  Win- 
ohester-street.  Pentonville,  N.— On  Feb.  4  we  had  a 
blank.  Onr  list  outing  of  thj  season  will  take  place  at 
Taplow  on  Feb.  25,  for  eight  prizes ;  all  to  start  on  the 
morning  by  nine  o'clock  train  from  Paddington;  usual 
conditions.— W.  Watlixg. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square.— There  is  no  angling  at  present,  as  we  are 
passing  through  a  mott  severe  and  keen  frost  with  snow 
showers.  The  council  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion held  a  meetiog  here  on  Saturday  afternoon  last,  a 
report  of  whose  doings  will  no  doubt  appear  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  F.  G.—'R.  Woolfall. 

Ualdon  and  Eeybridge  Angling  Society, 
White  Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex —Several  anglers 
were  out  fishing  on  Feb.  3,  but  sport  was  not  good.  Mr. 
Hamilton  sacured  a  few  roach,  but  not  large;  Mr. 
Coriiijh,  of  the  West  Ham  A.S.,  oiught  111b.  of  good 
roach  on  Feb.  4;  Mr.  T.  Sandiiind,  some  nice  fish, 
largest  lib.  4:z  ;  Mr.  Hoggett  also  secured  a  few  roach, 
largest  lib.  4oz.  ;  Messrs.  F.  Quinn  and  T.  Springett,  a 
few  roach  ;  all  from  the  Lingford  waters.  The  water  is 
filling  down  a  bit,  and  probably  will  be  in  trim  toward) 
the  end  of  the  week.  Hish  water  at  Beeleigh  on  Feb.  11 
will  be  at  10  41  a.m.— F.  Keen. 

Uildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Neniogton-green,  N. — Tickets  for  our  fifteenth  annual 
dinner,  to  be  hell  cn  Feb.  2",  are  now  ready.  I  should 
be  glad  if  members  will  apply  for  them  as  early  as  possible. 
By  doing  this  they  will  greatly  facilitate  the  arrangements. 
— A.  E.  Hfndon. 

North-East  Brothers  AngUng  Society,  Star 
and  Grarter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.- On  Feb.  4 
Mr.  E.  Lamb,  roach  and  perch;  Mr.  W.  Smith,  roach, 
taking  fifth  and  sisth  prizes.  On  Feb.  14  a  special 
meeting  will  be  held  to  arrange  an  outing.  I  hopa  we 
shall  have  a  good  muster.  On  Feb.  26  a  smoking  concert 
will  take  placa  in  aid  of  tha  A.B.S.— G.  Taylor. 

CTorth  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
HoUoway -road. —Since  last  report  the  shows  of  fish  have 
not  been  worth  recording.  On  the  14th  a  special  meetiog 
takes  place  for  important  business;  roll  call  at  9.30; 
absent  members  will  be  liable  to  fine,  according  to  rale. — 
H.  SraETf  H. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Ogknder  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— Mr.  J.  Bannister  brought 
home  a  nice  show  of  jick  from  the  Kennet,  on  Monday  ; 
Mr.  Bannister  has  just  added  to  the  club  two  jack,  pre- 
served by  J.  Moyler.  The  outing  which  was  postponed  on 
Feb.  4  will  take  place  at  Pulboroagh,  on  Feb.  18.— 
E.  Dyp.all. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  £achoT,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green,  E.  —  On 
Feb.  4  A.  Biroh  weigbed-in  one  pjrcb,  ISJoz.  We  meet 
on  Feb.  23  to  arrange  where  to  go  for  remaining  prizes.— 
G.  Barr^. 

Original    Clerkenwell    Piscatorial  Society, 

Sutton  Arms,  Great  Button-street,  Goaweil-road. — On 
Feb.  4  Messrs.  J.  Eaglish,  Woods,  and  Isaacs  had  roach 
On  Feb.  11  we  fith  for  seven  prizes,  all  members  to  go 
where  they  like  ;  and  on  Feb.  25  we  fish  for  eight  prizes  at 
Shepperton,  roving. — A.  F.  C. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  The  Rosa,  SavUle-place, 
Lambeth-road,  bTB.— Our  prize  outing  of  Jan.  14,  at 
Snnbury,  Wraysbary,  and  Datchet,  was  almost  a  blank, 
only  one  ptiza  being  taken  by  Mr.  Ford,  with  OJoz. 
perch.  Onr  next  outing  will  take  place  at  Eichmond, 
Feb.  11,  on  the  same  conditions  via  Jib.  lish,  for  the  other 
three  prizes. — A.  H. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park  Lane, 
Tottenham. — Our  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  "  F/.s/umf/ 
Qazelie  Tcbicco  Fund  for  the  Wounded  Solders,"  on 
Saturday,  Feb.  3,  was  a  great  success.  A  splendid  pro- 
gramme was  arrangjd,  but  space  does  not  permit  of  enu- 
merating all  the  songs,  &c.  Amongst  those  who  kindly 
ren  Jered  assistance  were  Miss  Pemberton,  Miss  Springer, 
Miss  March,  MissOpeat,  Mrs.  Hill,  Messrs.  A.Pemberton, 
Speir,  Semtnon,  G.  Fox,  J.  E.  Allen,  Ramsey,  Binks, 
Angle,  Malkin,  &o.  After  a  few  words  from  the  cbairman 
(Mr.  A.  Pembeiton)  and  the  vice  (Mr.  W.  Skfggs),  the 
collection  was  well  responded  to,  the  amount  b^ing  £2  53. 
Mr.  B.  Rowe  was  the  pianist — W.  S. 

Persaverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Russell 
street,  Stepney,  P^— Several  members  were  out  prize 
fishing  on  Feb.  4,  bat  met  with  very  poor  succaas.  We 
fiah  for  prizes  left  over  on  Feb.  18.  Prizes  not  taken 
will  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  25  (roving).  On  Feb.  26 
we  hold  a  smoking  concert  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.,  when 
I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.   Ladies  are  specially  invited 

—W.  EUSSELL. 


Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.WT— In  spite  of  the  inclement  weather  all 
our  members  that  went  to  Windsor  on  Feb.  4  got  fish, 
the  four  prizes  being  won  by  Messrs.  Shaw,  Nobby, 
Meyer,  and  Austin.  Next  week  we  will  arrange  the  last 
outing  of  the  8Pa30u. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Pisoatoriala,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
etreet,  Edgware-road,  N.W.— Will  members  please  attend 
meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  to  discuss  important  business  ? 
There  are  several  matters  that  can  only  be  settled  by  a 
representative  meeting,  i.e.,  conceit  and  outing,  &o.  A 
full  muster  will  oblige.— Geo.  Keene. 

Soyal  Claarga  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street.  —  Last  meeting  light  we  were  fairly 
attended,  and  got  through  whit  business  there  was  to  be 
done.  I  wish  to  remind  members  that  next  meeting  night 
we  have  some  special  business  on  thatjiffeota  all  memb3rs, 
and,  of  course,  expect  to  see  all  present.  There  are  also 
some  special  prizes  to  be  fished  for.— J.  Gibbons. 

Boy&l  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cobom  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E.— On  Feb.  4  several  members  were 
out,  but  va  y  little  sport  was  had.  Mr.  Williams  has  given 
a  r^aoh  rod  to  be  fished  for  ;  gross  weight  of  all  fish  daring 
February  •  Sundays  only.  The  next  leturn  visit  will  ta^je 
place  on  Feb.  19  at  the  above  clubhouse.— F.  Pignatelh. 

St.  Alban  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington  Cross.— Since  ray  last  report  Messrs.  H. 
Allan,  A.  Brent,  and  J.  Leighton  weighed-io.  We  fish 
oar  February  series  of  prizes  on  Feb.  11,  at  Pulborough. 
Members  can  go  by  first  or  second  train  ;  all  to  return  by 
the  5  68  from  Pulborough.— J.  T.  Leighton. 

Serapis  Angling  Socibty,  Mitford  Tavern, 
Amhurst-road,  Hackney,  N.B.— We  had  a  very  good 
muster  of  members  at  our  last  meeting,  and  it  was  decided 
to  hold  a  smoking  concert  on  behalf  of  the  "  Fishing 
Gazette  Tobacco  Fund  "  on  Thursday,  March  15.  Several 
members  will  visit  the  Walthamstow  Brothers  next 
Wednesday  to  support  their  concert.  Mr.  Guyner  had 
some  very  nice  roach  from  the  Lea  last  Thursday,  nine 
fish  weighing  7ilb. ;  also  Mr.  Morris,  from  the  same  place, 
9.b.  roach  and  cu)  dace,  14oz.  At  our  priza  outing  on 
Feb.  4  two  prizes  only  were  taken,  H.  Gaffee  being  first, 
and  Mr.  Andrews  second.  All  other  prizes  will  be  fished 
off  later  oa.— H.  Gaffee._  „  .  ^  -d  j«  j  tt  .j 
Silver  Trent  Angling  Societj,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  Tuesday  last 
Mr  Alfred  Abrahams  weighed  in  two  pike,  lolb.  odd, 
largest  8ib.  Messrs.  T.  Bullock,  Arthur  Young,  and 
Inger  were  proposed  as  working  members,  and  J .  Tidy  as 
an  honorary  member.  Hope  members  will  endeavour  to 
attend  on  Tuesdays.— R.  Smith.  ^  , 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials,  Institute, 
Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.— On  Feb.  4  Mr.  P.  Allum 
weighad-in  roach  and  dace  ;  owing  to  the  state  of  the 
weather  only  two  members  turned  out.  I  hope  members 
will  attend  on  Friday  to  make  arrangements  for  the  pant 
outing,  which  takes  place  on  the  25th  inst.,  and  other 
butiuess.  On  Feb.  5  a  grand  patriotic  concert  was  held 
in  the  hall  of  the  above  institute,  in  aid  of  the  wives  and 
children  whose  husbands  have  been  called  to  the  front, 
and  proved  a  great  success;  many  of  the  volunteers  were 
present  who  are  now  on  their  outward  journey.  Great 
praise  is  due  to  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith  and  other  committee 
men  who  have  worked  so  hard  for  such  a  noble  cause. 
Mr.  A.  Sutherd  supplied  a  grand  variety  of  talent.  _  The 
Absant-minded  Beggar  was  most  enthusiastically 
responded  to  with  a  collection  of  over  £6,  in  addition  to 
the  sale  of  tickets,  which  will  ba  very  numerous.  The  hall 
was  packed  at  8  o'clock,  and  we  were  compelled  to  keep 
the  doors  closed ;  and  the  members  and  friends  holding 
tickets  were  admitted  on  Tuesday  to  the  dramatic  enter- 
tainment.—J.  H.  Davies. 

Utepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Khodes- 
well-road.  Stepney.— Members  please  note  our  next  match 
to  be  fished  at  Ware  on  Feb.  11 ;  leave  London  first  tram. 
— W.  Beattie. 

Snndial  Angling  Society,  Plotgh  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.— During  the  week  Messrs. 
Adams  and  C.  F.  Points  weighed-in  dace  and  gudgeon. 
Our  next  outing  will  take  place  on  Feb.  25  ;  final  arrange- 
ments on  meeting  night,  Feb.  20. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Railway  Hotel, 
Twickenham.— Committee  meeting  held  on  Monday  last  to 
recjive  our  hon.  see's  resignation  through  illness  and  long 
journey  home  at  night.  The  resignation  was  received  with 
regret,  Mr.  Brougham  having  bean  hoa.  sec.  since  the 
formation  of  the  club.  The  competition  postponed  from 
Feb.  4  will  be  fished  on  Feb.  18.  Three  valuable  prizes 
have  been  offered  for  the  three  beet  roach  taken.  First 
priza,  a  valuable  silver  cup,  presented  by  Mr.  Chas.  Shore. 
— (i.  Barrow  (pro  tenu). 

United  Brothers  Anglinjr  Socioty,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford.— On  Feb.  4  the  following 
members  weighed-in  from  the  Thames  :  J.  Payne,  J.  Wood, 
roach,  the  latter  taking  a  priza.— F.  H.  Beak. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  Oa 
Feb.  11  we  have  an  outing  to  West  Drayton.— W.  H.  Box, 
Walham  Or  sen  ana  Cheljeia  Aug'Ungr  Sonvcy, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  8.W.— Our  delegates  reported 
the  business  at  the  Central  Association  meeting,  and  we 
congratulate  anglers  on  the  concession  granted  by  the 
G.B.E.  in  regard  to  Tottenham  and  Cambridge.  Our 
friendly  outing  to  Bourna  End  on  Feb.  4  was,  owing  to  the 
weather,  not  quite  a  succass,  the  only  member  weighing- 
in  fish  being  Mr.  Kerry.— W.  W,  D. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— Mr.  Wright  saved 
us  from  a  blank  on  Feb.  t  with  jack  and  perch.  We  hope 
members  and  friends  will  attend  in  strong  force  next 
Wednesday  for  the  visit  of  the  Benevolent  Society.— W. 
Cahcut. 


Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Ilillingdon-street,  Walwortli,  S.E.— We  fished  our  lapsed 
prize  outing  on  Feb.  4  at  Sunbury,  and  they  were  taken  in 
the  following  order:  Mr.  W.  Cox,  first;  "General" 
Gordon,  second;  and  Mr.  Ratter,  third.  The  takes, 
however,  were  small.  Messrs.  Cork  and  Jenkins  weighed- 
in  on  Oth  inst  s  ^me  decent  pike,  Mr.  Cork's  heav^st  going 
91b.  lOjiz.  We  fish  for  our  February  prizas  oa  Feb.  11,  at 
Shilford,  half  a  mile  each  side  of  the  bridge.  Fish  to  be 
shown  at  the  bridge  at  5  p.m.— C.  Willktt. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford  —  On  Feb.  4  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Cornish,  a  fine  thow  of 
roach,  four  fish  going  over  lib.  each;  Pearson,  roach.  I 
hopa  our  members  will  not  forget  the  match  on  Feb.  11  at 
Burnt  Mill,  from  th)  Horse  Bridge  to  Davis's  Lock; 
pegged-down  ;  all  to  go  down  by  the  first  train  on  the 
morning. — R.  Lowtiier. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenhim  Hale,  N.— Oa  Jan.  28,  W.  Butler,  roach;  T. 
Duuford,  chub,  one  fish  31b.  .5oz. ;  8.  Claridge,  roach  ;  W. 
Williams,  roach,  the  latter  winning  J.  Jones's  priza.  On 
Feb.  4,  W.  Williams,  dace;  W.  Butler,  roach.— W.  B. 
Beaumont. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.- The  concert  held  at  the  Railway  Tavern, 
Shepherd's  Bash,  in  aid  of  the  widow  and  family  of  our 
late  member,  Mr.  Coomas,  on  Feb.  1,  proved  a  big  success. 
Donations  and  the  sale  of  tickets  realised  the  handsome 
sum  of  over  £50.  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  presided,  and  the 
vice-cbair  was  occupied  by  Messrs.  Benwall  and  T.  Cload. 
The  harmony  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  chairman  at  the  closs 
of  the  entertainment.— J.  J.  Hunter. 


SHARKS  ON  THE  ENGLISH  COAST  IN 
1847. 

The  extraordinary  number  of  mackerel  which  have 
visited  the  English  Channel  this  summer  appears  to  have 
attracted  a  party  of  sharks  to  the  Downs.  On  a  fine 
evening,  says  the  Hants  papar,  with  the  wind  off  the  land, 
these  rapacious  creatures  may  ba  seen  close  in  to  the 
shore,  skimming  along  the  surface  of  the  water,  a  large 
triangular  dark  coloured  dorsal  fin  being  the  only  part 
visible.  It  is  quite  a  novelty  to  see  the  fishermen  on  the 
sou'h  coist  of  England  enjoying  the  hazardous  sport  of 
harpooning.  Such,  however,  may  be  sean  off  Dunnose 
and  Luccomb  (Isle  of  Wight)  every  fine  evening  jn 
moderate  weather.  A  gentleman  of  Bonchurch,  while 
fishing,  and  unable  to  account  for  the  unusual  shyness  of 
the  finny  tribe,  was  in  a  few  minutes  surrounded  by  sharks. 
On  raising  the  alarm,  a  Luccomb  fisherman  hastened  to 
the  spot  with  a  harpoon,  and  soon  transfixed  one  of  the 
voracious  strangers  (nearly  lift,  in  length),  which,  after 
affording  the  most  exciting  play  for  nearly  twenty  minutas, 
made  its  escape.  On  the  arrival  of  some  boats  from 
Shanklin  another  shark  was  struck  by  a  waterman,  and, 
after  thirty-five  minutes'  play,  was,  with  the  assistance  of 
another  boat,  towed  in  shallow  water  and  captured  at 
Luccomb.  This  shark  was  the  "porbeagle,"  of  Yarrell 
(the  Lamua  cornxhria,  of  Cavier),  and  measured  nearly 
7lt.— Globe,  1847. 


WRITERS  AND  THEIR  WRITINGS. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Barrie,  good  craftsman  that  he  is,  is  a 
leisurely  wiiter,  not  ashamed  to  take  his  time,  with  the 
result  that  anything  he  does  is  welcomed  with  eager 
anticipation.  Long  and  patiently  have  we  waited  for  the 
later  chronicles  of  "  Sentimental  Tommy,"  most  delightful 
of  creations,  says  The  GejifJeifoinaii,  and  at  last  we  have 
the  first  instalment  in  Scribner's  Magazine  (Sampson 
Low,  Marston  and  Co.)  This  time  the  title  is  "  Tommy 
and  Giizel."  Tommy's  coming  to  London  is  an  amusing 
episode,  and  then  in  six  years  he  has  become  famous.  Hia 
literary  apprenticeship  came  about  in  this  way.  Straight 
from  Scotland,  he  was  engaged  by  the  great  Mr.  Pym, 
writer  of  high-falutin'  stories,  as  his  amanuensis. 
Gradually  much  of  the  writing  fell  to  Tommy,  who  even 
ventured  to  vary  the  phraseology  and  even  tamper  with 
the  heroine's  appearance.  When  Pym  fin3s  it  out  the 
following  dialogue  ensues  : — 

"  Is  this  chapter  yours  or  mine  ?  '  he  demanded. 

"  It  is  about  half  and  half,"  said  Tommy. 

"  Is  mine  the  first  half  ?    Where  does  yours  begm  ? 

"  That  is  not  exactly  what  I  mean,"  explained  Tommy, 
in  a  glow,  but  backing  a  little,  "  you  wrote  that  chapter 
first,  and  then  I— I  " 

"  You  re-wrote  it,"  roared  Pym,  you  dared  to  medole 
with  "    He  was  speechless  with  fury. 

"I  tii;d  to  keep  my  hand  off,"  Tommy  said,  with 
dignity,  "  but  the  thing  had  to  be  done,  and  they  are 
human  now."  „    mi  j 

' '  Human  !  Who  wants  them  to  be  human  ?  The  fiends 
seize  you,  boy;  you  have  even  baen  tinkering  with  my 
heroine's  ^e.-sonal  appearance.  What  is  this  yon  have 
been  doing  to  her  nose  ?  " 

"  I  turned  it  up  slightly,  that's  all,"  said  Tommy. 

"  I  like  them  down,"  roared  Pym. 

"  I  prefer  them  up,"  said  Tommy,  stiffly. 

"  Where,"  cried  Pym,  turning  over  the  leaves  inapimc, 
"  where  is  the  scene  in  the  burning  house  r 

"  It's  out,"  Tommy  esplained,  "  but  there  is  a  chapter  in 
its  jlice  about  the  beauty  of  the  soul  being  everything, 
and  mere  physical  beauty  nothiog.  Oh,  Mr.  Pym,  sit 
down  and  let  me  read  it  to  you." 

And  80  the  story  runs  on.   


School  Books,  Diotionabies,  <fec.,  including  Mr.  Jackson  s 
Upright  Writing  Copy  Books,  in  English  and  other  Languages, 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dun- 
an's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London.   Can  be  had  on  appUoation. 
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In  the  Anglers'  Record  for  January  appears  a  table 
giving  the  c:)mpirative  weights  and  lengths  of  various  fish 
(trout,  grajling,  pike,  carp,  chub,  barbel,  roach,  perch, 
and  tench).  As  the  editor  (Mr.  F.  A.  Eedding)  asks 
readers  to  point  out  any  inaccuracies  (if  any),  I  should  like 
to  say  that  it  is  as  accurate  as  can  be,  with  the  exception 
that  the  "girth"  would  have  made  it  more  interesting. 
For  instance,  a  roioh  measuring  12in.  should  weigh 
(according  to  the  table)  lib.  SJoz.  Mr.  Joseph  Richardson, 
of  123,  Eus'on-road,  showed  me  a  fish  which  he  is  setting 
up,  taken  from  the  river  Lark,  which  measured  from  eye 
to  fork  of  tail  12in,,  and  weighed  21b. 

>  »  >  *  ( 

The  qaestion  of  measurement  is  an  important  one.  If  a 
roach  is  measured  on  a  flat  measure  (such  as  are  in  use 
at  the  majority  of  London  angling  clubs)  the  extreme 
length  of  the  fish  is  from  snout  to  end  of  tail.  That  does 
not  matter  much  ;  but  when  a  pike  is  measured  that  way 
a  great  discrepancy  would  ba  shown.  The  correct  way  to 
measure  a  fish  is,  I  believe,  from  snout  to  fork  of  tail. 
I  have  been  present  at  a  weigh-in  when  trays  of  roach 
have  been  exhibited  from  the  Aran,  Bother,  Thames,  Lea, 
Great  and  Little  Oase,  Cam,  Yare,  Waveney,  Kennet, 
and  other  waters. 

 >■>•♦■»<  

Anglers  who  have  fished  these  various  rivers  can  at  a 
glance  tell  very  nearly  where  they  were  captured.  I  have 
in  my  poseession  a  case  of  four  roach,  taken  from  the  Cam, 
Bure,  Ouse,  and  Rother.  Weight  for  length  (according 
to  the  table)  would  give  a  very  different  result  than  these 
four  fish  show.  The  (apparently)  smallest  fish  weighs 
considerably  more  than  the  (apparently)  largest.  In  my 
opinion  (and  I  only  speak  for  myself)  it  is  girth  that  tells. 
A  short,  thick  pike  of  201b.  from  one  water  wouldmeasure 
Sin.  or  even  9in.  less  than  another  taken  from  a  different 
water.  I  can  give  a  man  4in.  in  height  who  can  give  me  in 
return  281b.  in  weight. 


To  confine  myself  to  the  question  of  roach — for  roach 
and  dace  fishing  is  my  especial  hobby — I  may  say  that  I 
have  a  roach  of  21b.  8jz.  and  a  dace  of  12oz,,  taken  in  one 
day  with  the  fly  from  the  river  Test.  Mr.  R.  B.  Martton 
weighed  them.  The  roach  measures  16in,,  and  the  daca 
13in.  I  am  not  finding  fault  with  the  table,  hut  I  notice 
that  the  hsgtbs  and  weights  of  roach  are  computed  from 
9in.  =  Soz.  to  20in.  =  51b.  9|oz.  I  have  seen  a  genuine 
31b.  2oz.  roach,  and  have  a  "  stuffed  "  oae,  taken  at  Ware, 
on  the  Lea,  which  was  suffering  from  "  dropsy,"  weighing 
31b.  5oz. ;  but  where,  oh  where,  can  I  go  for  a  51b.  9|oz. 
roach  ?  TeU  me  privately,  pleaee,  Mr.  Redding,  I  will 
not  give  the  place  away. 

>  »  t  »  < 

Taking  mine  ease  and  toasting  my  knees  in  mine  easy- 
chair  before  a  goodly  fire  last  Sunday  afternoon,  I  was 
vastly  amused  with  some  verses  in  our  interesting  little 
contemporary  Scraps.  Old  press  dogs,  like  your  humble 
servant,  are  notoriously  fond  of  SDrapa— hence  my  constant 
reading  of  the  periodical.  But,  to  get  back  to  our  muttons, 
as  d(ar  old  Rabelais  hath  it,  the  verses  which  so  pleased 
my  fan  ;y  were  founded  on  the  curious  fact  that  many  of 
the  best  known  streets  in  Lcndon  bear  names  which  are 
apparently  very  contradictory.  Oat  of  the  fifty-odd  lines 
on  "  The  Streets  of  London  "  I  feel  impelled  to  quote  the 
following,  as  they  bear  upon  the  region  where  the  Fishi7i.g 
Oazettc  is  born  anew  every  week.    Thus  : 

"  In  Fleet  Street,  traffic's  mostly  sloiv. 
The  Navy's  never  seen  there  !  " 

And  again : 

"  Then  Frttcr  Lane  isfree  to  all 
(That  really  sounds  quite  pretty  !  ") 

I  have  since  learnt  that  the  lines  (which  appear  unsigned) 
are  from  the  pen  of  one  whose  contributions  are  well 
known  to  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  —  to  wit, 
"  liodwell  Hookham,"  a  pseudonym  which,  as  was 
mentioned  by  a  contemporary  in  reviewing  our  Christmas 
Number,  "  conceals  the  identity  of  a  journalist  not 
altogether  nnkrown  in  Printing  House-square  and  City 
financial  circles."  Well  done,  "  lioddy,"  old  friend  ! 
Go  on  and  prosper ! 

 >   

That  "Heaven  from  all  creatures  hides  the  book  cf 
fate  "  iea  pretty  generally  accepted  axiom,  astrologers  and 
other  profeesora  of  divination  notwithstanding.  Granting, 
then,  that  what  this  present  life  has  in  store  for  u<<  can 
never  be  known  beforehand,  how  much  more  difficult 
must  it  be  to  conceive  what  the  future  is  life,  in  which  most 
of  us  believe,  holds  for  us.  These  remarks  are  provoked 
by  a  curious  blunder  which  came  to  light  in  a  wholFsale 
bookselling  house  recently.  An  order  was  received  from 
a  country  bookeeller  for  "  The  I'ast  and  Future  o/ Thomas 
Carljle  I  "  The  patt  of  a  dead  man  is,  of  course,  in  the 
cue  of  eminent  mi u,  Bometliiog  of  an  open  book  to  us; 
lot  what  daring  Lrain  could  concpive  what  the  future  of 
the  Sage  of  Chelsea  ran  be  ?  Probably  that  country 
bookfelTer  thought  the  London  house  had  forwarded  the 
wrong  bor)k  when  he  rfcsived  a  copy  of  "  Putt  and 
Pretent,"  by  T.  Carlyle,  ui.til  reassured  by  the  customer 
from  whom  the  order  had  been  taken  and  so  amusingly 
mistranscribed.  The  incident  shows  what  hazy  notions 
■ome  people  have  of  the  goods  in  which  they  deal. 
 >  »♦♦<  

Ukk  husband  had  been  ordered  to  the  front,  and  his 
employers  had  told  him  that  his  wife  would  bo  well  looked 
after  while  he  wus  away.  The  first  week  after  his 
departure  she  called  on  the  firm  and  received  from  them 


£i,  her  husband's  full  salary.  "  Isn't  there  some  mis- 
take ?  "  she  inquired.  "  No,  madam,"  replied  the  clerk ; 
"  that  is  the  exact  sum  we  paid  your  husband  every 
week."  "Oh,  indeed!  Is  it,  leilly?  Well,  all  he  ever 
gave  me  was  two  pounds — and" — she  added — "I'll  tell 
you  what,  young  man — if  the  Boers  don't  kill  him  while  he 
is  out  there,  when  he  comes  back  I  will!"  "But, 
madam!"  responded  the  clever  clerk,  "  he  isa't  coming 
back."  "  Not  coming  back  !"  she  exclaimed;  "  what  on 
earth  do  you  mean  ?  "  "  Why,  madam,  have  you  not 
read  Bnller's  speech  ?  In  it  he  distinctly  told  them  all 
— there  was  no  going  back." 


The  question  of  betting  at  competitions  has  been  settled 
for  ever  by  the  honorary  secretary  of  an  angling  club  not  a 
thousand  miles  from  Shoe-lane.  He  says  :  "  That  a  man 
who  bets  is  no  good — and  the  man  that  don't  bet  is  no 
bettor."   Never  let  this  question  arise  again." 


On  Monday  evening  next  Dr.  Ward  will  read  a  paper 
before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Piscatorial  Society. 


On  Tuesday  evening  the  Gresham  A.S.  will  give  a 
smoking  concert,  to  which  ladies  are  invited. 


On  the  same  evening,  at  the  Crown,  Shoreditch,  the 
twenty-eighth  annual  supper  of  the  Good  Intent  A.S.  will 
take  place.  Mr.  Murphy,  the  genial  secretary,  has  been 
ill,  but  is  .able  to  get  about  again.  He  has  sent  me  an 
invitation,  but  I  cannot  guarantee  being  present. 


The  following  is  extracted  from  Judy,  of  Jan.  31,  under 
the  title  of  "  Restaurants  and  Restaurateurs."  Mr. 
Craig  is  a  member  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society, 
and  whenever  he  can  tear  himself  away  from  his  business 
he  is  never  happier  than  when  using  the  rod  or  the  gun. 
Mr.  John  H.  Duos  says  :  "  Anyone  who  knows  Fleet-street 
knows  Craig's,  but  no  one  knows  Craig's  thoroughly  until 
they  have  made  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Ciaig  himself. 
Fortunately  this  is  easily  accomplished,  for  Mr.  Craig,  as 
you  will  gather  from  the  accompanying  sketch  by  our 
Special  Artist,  is  the  personification  of  geniality  and 
beaming  good  humour.  _  His  seraphic  countenance,  when 
not  obscured  by  the  big  cigars  he  is  eo  passionately 
attached  to,  is  constantly  wreathed  in  rosy  smiles,  and  the 
milk  of  human  kindness  is  strong  within  him.  Stronger 
still,  however,  is  the  blend  of  Scotland's  special,  known  as 
'  Craig's  Dhu,'  and  it  is  to  this  liquor  that  the  Fleet 
Street  journalist  flies  for  inspiration.  Craig's,  of  coarse, 
is  a  fish  restaurant,  and  than  Craig's  I  know  of  no  better 
place  in  London  for  d  la  carte  fish  luncheons  or  suppers." 


The  Antwerp  Hotel,  Deal,  so  well  known  and  patronised 
by  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  and  others,  has  changed 
hands,  Mr.  Edward  Smith  having  handed  over  the  reins  of 
management  to  Mr.  Jas.  Morgan  Holland,  who  will 
endeavour  to  cater  for  the  especial  wants  of  anglers  in  the 
same  manner  as  his  predecessor. 

 >  <  

The  jumping  horses  and  the  yachting  exhibition  form 
the  latest  attractions  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  the 
latter  is  a  capital  display  of  craft  and  accessories,  and  quite 
equal  to  any  of  its  predecessors.  Miss  Nellie  Reid 
succeeds  in  evoking  much  enthusiasm  by  her  graceful  and 
daring  riding.  On  Monday  there  will  be  further  impor- 
tant additions  to  an  already  powerful  and  blight  entertain- 
ment. 


Those  anglers  who  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Leigh 
on  Wednesday  last  had  an  excellent  entertainment 
provided  for  them  in  the  si  ape  of  a  smoking  concert  at  the 
local  headquarters  of  the  B.S.A.S.  The  members  of  the 
Leigh  Musical  Society  were  responsible  for  the  music,  and 
right  good  it  was,  reflecting  the  greatest  credit  on  all 
concerned.  Mr.  W.  H.  Stevenson,  the  musical  director 
of  the  society,  sang  with  all  the  artistic  finish  which  has 
made  his  efforts  so  popular.  Mr.  Phasey  evidently  has 
not  forgotten  how  to  play  the  euphonium,  and  delighted 
his  audienca  with  some  selections  from  his  extensive 
repertoire. 


All  the  nnmters  were  good,  and  I  most  certainly 
congratulate  Mr.  Seligsohn,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  society, 
and  bis  committee  on  the  success  of  their  entertainment. 
Host  Homewood,  the  local  agent  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  deco- 
rated the  room  most  tastefully  with  the  National  colours, 
and  with  his  well-known  affability  and  attention  did  his 
best  to  make  everyone  comfortable.  On  Feb.  23  Mr. 
HuB3ey  will  give  an  optical  lantern  entertainment  in  the 
same  room  in  aid  of  the  local  War  Fund.  "  Charles's" 
lantern  show  has  been  so  popular  in  London,  and  wherever 
else  it  has  been  given,  that  1  have  no  doubt  of  its  success 
in  Leigh. 

 >  ♦  »  »  <  

I  AM  sure  many  people  will  sympathise  with  the  efforts 
which  are  being  made  to  prevent  the  stree  tnewsvendors 
from  shrieking  "  Orful  slorter,"  and  other  nerve  and 
comfort  disturbirg  cries,  for  the  sake  of  selling  their 
"ha'poths  and  ptjnn'oths,"  but  I  fancy  the  following, 
heard  the  other  night,  will  want  some  beating  :  "  'Orrible 
murder  at  Bow;  two  children  murdered  to  death;  fatal 
results." 


I  AM  extremely  sorry  to  hear  of  the  continued  indisposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Vj.  Chaplais,  the  genial  and  courteous  hon. 
secretary  of  the  Blenheim  Angling  Society,  and  I  am  sure 
that  all  who  know  him  will  wish  him  a  speedy  recovery. 


Mb.  F.  Lockwood  writes  from  Fairford,  Gloucester- 
shire:  "Another  211b.  pike  caught  here  cn  Monday, 
Feb.  6." 

 >♦♦♦  <  

Under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  E.  Garrity  a  concert 
will  take  place  on  Feb.  21,  at  the  Central  Finsbnry  Radical 
Club,  Albion  House,  326,  City-road,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S. 
Previously  to  the  concert  there  will  be  an  illustrated 
lantern  lecture  ("Fishing  and  Holiday  Trips  by  the 
South-Eastein  Railway")  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade.  Som" 
good  talent  is  promised.  Admission  is  by  programme  (2d.), 
and  a  full  "  house  "  is  a  certainty. 


The  Thames  Angling  Neu-s  for  February  is  to  hand, 
and  quite  up  to  the  standard  of  former  numbers.  I~ 
addition  to  the  "chat"  on  Thames  news,  there  is  a 
article  on  "  Ledgering,"  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt ;  theconclusio 
of  Dr.  Turrell's  "  Twentieth  Century  Pike  Spinning;" 
"  Chub  Fishing  in  the  Thames,"  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley 
and  "  Pike  Fishing  Near  Henley,"  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobu 
Altogether  it  is  a  very  interesting  paper. 


The  editor  of  T.  .1.  N.  (Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett)  i 
responsible  for  the  following :  "  lha  combined  influence 
of  snow  and  iron  grating  has  caused  me  to  fall  and  hard 
my  spine.   It's  another  oase  of  Spion  Kop."  [See! 
Anvway,  I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  he  is  able  to  get  abon~ 
again.] 


Mr.  H.  Philipson,  assistant  secretary  to  the  Tyna 
Improvement  Commissioners,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  has 
been  appointed  by  the  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames 
to  be  their  secretary,  in  succession  to  Mr.  James  H. 
Gough  retired.  Mr.  Philipson  will  take  up  his  new  duties 
on  March  12, 

 >  »  «  *  <  

AN  ANGLER'S  COMPARISONS. 
Meerschaums  and  ladies.   Near  allied, 

Simply  clay— deified ! 
Get  one  of  both,  treat  them  with  care. 
Rough  usage  is  a  thing  that  neither  bear. 
Joy  they  both  bring  to  many  a  lone'y  elf, 
So  take  the  hint  and  both  these  jovs  yourself. 
Meerschaums  and  ladies.   Near  allied. 

Simply  clay— deified ! 

Workmen  and  rratches.    How  alike. 

Always  on  strike  ! 
Each  by  himself  they're  harmless  things  enough. 
But  lub  them  once  on  circumstances  rcugh 
And  they  blaze  forth,  when  damage  may  be  done, 
For  many  are  in  contact  with  the  one. 
Workmen  and  matches.    How  a'ike, 

Always  on  strike  ! 

Tobacco  and  children.   A  sameness  here, 

Both  very  dear ! 
Blessings  they  both  are,  do  not  doubt  them. 
Pray  that  you'll  never  be  without  them  ! 
Lay  up  a  store  because,  upt  n  my  oath. 
The  day  may  ccme  when  you'll  be  glad  of  both. 
Tobacco  and  children.   A  sameness  here. 
Both  very  dear ! 

My  rod  atd  finny  prey.   The  same 

At  least  in  name. 
For  if  our  tables  learned  at  school  were  tiue, 
The  rod  or  pole,  therein,  a  perch  was  too. 
Both  please  the  eye,  both  simple  pleasure  aid, 
And  lonely  hours  by  them  are  happy  made. 
My  rod  and  finny  piey.    The  sime 

At  least  in  name. 

You,  friend,  and  I  in  troubled  state. 

Want  the  whole  eight ! 

A  wife's  advice  is  very  good — at  times. 

Children  prevent  bad  words  and  kindred  crimes. 

Workmen  we  need  around  us  to  prepare 

Pipe,  weed,  and  match  to  ward  off  care ; 

Then  with  the  rod  seek  out  the  stream  alone, 

And  thank  your  Fates  for  all  the  bliss  you  own. 

You,  friend,  and  I  in  troubled  state. 

Want  the  whole  eight ! 

Kkyptos, 

 >»>*  <  

The  Irish  Field  contains  a  fine  photograph  of  a  splandi 
body  of  Irish  yeomanry  on  parade  outside  the  Rithmon 
Barracks.  It  also  states  that  "  N'arious  stories  are  comin 
up  from  the  Curragh  about  the  Irish  yeomanry  contingent  fo 
the  Cape.  In  shooting  ability  some  of  the  volunteers  we' 
rather  shaky,  and  took  peculiar  means  to  avoid  bain 
rejected  on  this  ground.  A  detachment  were  firing  a 
the  targets  and  made  such  excellent  scores  as  to  attra 
the  notice  of  the  officer  in  charge.  Growing  suspicious  h 
ordered  a  volunteer  to  aim  SOyds.  to  the  left  cf  the  targe' 
The  shot  was  fired,  and  back  came  the  signal  announcing 
bull's  eye.  The  marker  was  put  under  arrest,  when  itw 
foDnd  out  that  the  volunteers  had  made  it  worth  histroubl 
to  signal  bulls  and  iiinersottener  than  they  occurred,  sttic  " 
spenkirg.  Some  of  the  horsemen  turned  out  regular  Jo 
Gilpina,  but  taking  the  corps  all  over  they  will  make  a  fin 
fighting  body."  1 1  hope  these  "  vaiioos  stories  "  are  owl 
"stories."  Irishmen  need  resort  to  no  such  subterfug 
when  it  is  a  question  of  fighting  for  their  Queen  an 
Country 

 >♦»■»<  

We  live,  we  love,  we  hope,  we  die. 
And  so  the  world  wags  to  eternity  (ie). 


How  to  make  a  slow  horse  fast— don't  feed  him. 

Dkacinet, 


February  10,  1900] 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting,  held  on  Wednesday, 
Feb.  7,  at  Ye  Olde  Rainbow  Tavern,  Fleet-Btreet,  E.G., 
Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin  in  the  ohair,  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed,  the 
hon.  sec.  read  reports  from  the  society's  ascents.  Mr. 
Wood  reported  that  he  hid  fished  at  Sonthwick,  and  found 
that  the  fishing  on  the  south  coast  had  been  very  bad 
since  September.  The  hon.  sec.  reported  having  attended 
the  deputation  to  the  Privy  CounoU  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Bacfcland  Museum,  and  was  of  opinion  that  action  in 
the  right  direction  would  result.  He  announced  that  Mr. 
Matthews  would  next  Wednesday,  14th  inst.,  read  a  paper 
on  angling  experiences  on  the  south  and  east  coast.  _A 
letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Payton,  H.B.M.  consul  at  Calais, 
calling  attention  to  an  abnormal  plenitude  of  herring 
at  C^is  this  month.  Mr.  Aflalo  then  read  a  very 
interesting  paper  on  tides  in  their  relation  to  marine  life , 
preceding  with  a  remark  that  he  could  only  give  a  very 
brief  sketch  of  so  vaet  a  subject— his  intention  being 
not  so  much  to  read  a  formal  paper  as  to  lead  to  a 
general  discussion  upon  the  subject.  Of  course  every 
angler  waa  familiar  with  the  ordinary  waves  rolling  into 
the  sea  shore  and  out  again,  constituting  what  is  termed 
high  and  low  tide,  depositing  sand,  alternately  wet  and 
dry,  containing  many  of  the  baits  so  valuable  to  the  sea 
angler.  All  imew  that  these  tides  were  caused  by  the 
action  of  the  moon,  and  that  the  different  strengths  of 
tide  in  large  expanses  of  water,  as  in  the  Mediterranean, 
were  very  slack,  and  rose  and  fell  but  little.  In  these 
slack  tides  the  fish  do  not  generally  grow  so  large  as  in 
narrower  and  therefore  swifter  waters.  This  remark 
does  not  apply  to  large  fish  which  live  at  very  great 
depths  where  strong  currents  exist,  but  to  those 
feeding  on  the  surface,  instancing  the  herring  of  the  land- 
looked  Baltic  Sea,  this  fish  being  quite  a  third  smaller  than 
the  Atlantic  hening  or  the  fish  of  other  seas  where  there 
were  swifter  running  tides.  They  had  to  swim  against  a 
strong  tide,  the  effort,  of  course,  producing  stronger  and 
larger  fish,  the  weak  ones  being  overpowered.  Albioores 
weighing  801b.  to  901b.  had  been  caught  on  rod  and  line  in 
Tangier  Bay,  where  he  had  found  that  excellent  fish  weie 
to  be  caught.  An  Arab  and  boat  can  be  hired  for  3  dols. 
a  day,  the  principal  fish  being  bass,  dory,  sea  bream,  red 
mullet,  and  wrasse,  also  flat  fish  and  grey  mullet  in  the  slack 
wat«r.  It  was  noticeable  that  at  Plymouth,  within  the 
last  twenty  years,  that  the  alterations  in  the  harbour  had 
produced  very  singular  changes  in  size  and  in  other 
respects  of  the  crabs  found.  The  eyes  of  recent  specimens 
are  much  closer  together  than  was  the  case  of  those  dating 
twenty  years  back.  Further  interesting  remarks  followed 
as  to  the  causes  of  the  migration  of  fishes,  mainly 
attributable  to  the  need  for  food  finding.  The  _  hon. 
secretary  opened  the  discussion  with  remarks  upon  this  all- 
important  subject  of  the  food  of  the  fish,  pointing  out  that 
unless  care  was  taken  to  conserve  the  supply  on  our 
coasts  it  was  clear,  as  Mr.  Aflalo  had  said,  that  the  fish 
would  leave  us.  Pressure  upon  the  proper  authorities 
should  be  brought  to  bear  by  aU  British  sea  anglers  to 
secure  the  nation  against  the  heavy  loss  of  its  food,  the 
sure  result  of  neglect  in  this  respect.  Ool.  Dwyer, 
parsuing  the  subject,  elicited  from  Mr.  Aflalo  some  very 
interesting  details  as  to  the  particular  species  of  marine 
anioials  specially  affected  by  the  tides.  Mr.  Marshall 
applied  himself  to  the  subject  of  the  destructive  results  of 
the  dredging  and  other  works  at  Dover  in  con- 
nection with  the  harbour  extension,  a  lamentable 
destruction  of  small  fry  having  resulted.^  Several 
speakers  called  attention  to  the  great  disturbance 
to  fish  caused  by  steam  navigation,  gunnery,  and 
torpedo  practice  round  our  coast,  and  stated  this  as  a  gn^eat 
cause  of  complaint  by  fishermen  all  round  the  coast.  Mr. 
Edwards  gave  his  opinion  aa  to  the  scarcity  of  cod  at  Deal 
this  season,  and  believed  it  to  be  the  result  of  the  prevail- 
ing west  and  sou'-west  winds  bringing  up  the  warmer 
wat«rs  of  the  Channel,  the  northerly  and  easterly  winds  of 
previous  years  having  always  brought  down  the  food,  and, 
therefore,  the  cod  from  the  North  Sea.  The  chairman 
then  added  some  very  interesting  remarks  aato  tide  fishing 
on  the  coasts  of  Spain  and  of  Ireland.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Aflalo  for  his  interesting 
paper,  and,  with  the  cuitomary  thanks  to  the  ohair  and 
toast  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  a  very  successful 
meeting  was  terminated. 

Chas.  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec  ). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  the  committee  and  ordinary  meeting,  held  at  the 
Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  B.C.,  on  Tuesday 
last,  Mr.  C.  8.  Bentley  occupied  the  chair.  Moat  interest- 
ing letters  were  read  from  the  president  and  vice-president 
of  the  acciety  on  their  re-election.  The  reports  as  to 
fishing  were  again  disappointing  ;  membera  do  not  appear 
to  have  had  the  temerity  to  go  out.  Are  they  to  be  blamed  ? 
We  have  recently  introduced  a  system  of  imposing  a 
nominal  and  optional  fine  of  one  penny  to  the  eociety's  re- 
stocking fund  on  each  one  of  those  members  present  who 
have  not  been  out  fishing  since  the  last  meeting,  which 
appears  to  meet  with  great  approval.  Apart  from  the 
goodly  sum  which  this  plan  id  likely  to  furnish  should 
the  weather  continue  antagonistic  to  the  pursuit  of 
angling,  it  ia  very  amusing  to  note  the  manner  in 
which  the  pennies  are  silently,  sadly,  but  willingly 
placed  in  the  box  as  it  passes  round  the  room. 
Another  gentleman  waa  elected  a  member ;  further 
nominations  follow.  Dr.  Patterson  stated  he  was  one  of 
a  deputation,  led  by  the  Duke  of  Abercom,  who  on 
Monday  last  waited  on  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  (Lord 
President  of  the  Council),  Mr.  Ritchie  (President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade),  Sir  George  Kekewioh  (of  the  Committee 
of  the  Council  on  Bdncation),  and  other  gentlemen. 


desiring  that  the  Frank  Bnokland  Museum  should  be  taken 
in  hand  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  so  that  it  might  be 
removed  from  its  present  neglect,  put  into  a  state  of 
proper  repair,  and  be  brought  np  to  date.  The  specimens 
now  at  South  Kensington  would  then  form  a  nucleus  for 
an  industrial  exhibition  as  to  fishing  induatriea,  and  that  it 
would  thereby  supply  the  means  for  a  more  efficient 
technical  education  with  regard  to  the  cultivation  of  fish. 
Dr.  Patterson  explained  that  the  deputation  was  most 
favourably  received,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  expressing 
himself  willing  to  press  any  measures  upon  the  Treasury, 
and  give  Mr.  Ritchie  all  the  assistance  he  could, 
should  that  course  be  considered  likely  to  prove 
of  benefit.  Mr.  Ritchie  said  the  question  was  of 
very  great  importance,  and  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
would  be  very  willing  to  undertake  the  management 
of  the  museum  if  they  were  able  to  obtain  a  grant 
from  the  Treasury,  but  at  present  they  were  without  funds 
to  devote  to  this  purpose.  Dr.  Patterson  appeared  to 
think  that  the  cause  was  very  hopeful,  and  thought  by 
working  away  they  would  eventually  get  the  museum  taken 
over  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  properly  housed,  and  put 
into  good  order  ;  it  would  then  form  such  a  comprehensive 
collection  as  to  be  of  inestimable  benefit  to  fishing  interests 
and  to  commerce,  perhapa  far  exceeding  the  dreams  even 
of  the  late  Frank  Buckland  himself.  A  Bohemian  concert 
will  take  place  on  Tuesday  evening  next  at  8  o'clock,  and 
a  very  attractive  programme  has  been  arranged.  _  It  is 
hoped  that  members  will  attend  early  with  their  friends, 
bearing  in  mind  that  ladies  are  specially  invited,  and  so 
assist  the  entertainment  committee  in  their  endeavours  to 
provide  a  pleasant  and  enjoyable  evening.  The  chairman 
for  the  evening  has  been  appointed,  and  it  is  hoped  this 
concert  will  prove  even  a  greater  success  than  our  last.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  concluded  the  proceedings. 

Hon.  Sec. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Mr  W.  G.  Fletcher  presided  over  Monday's  meeting, 
but  upon  calling  for  angling  experiences  of  the  members) 
the  chairman  drew  an  absolute  blank,  no  one  having  braved 
the  terrible  fishing  weather  which  had  obtained  during 
the  previous  week.  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  however, 
mentioned  that  just  before  the  snow  came  down  he  was  at 
Uxbridge,  and  landed,  inter  alia,  a  chub  of  31b.  9jz.  in 
the  pink  of  condition.  The  members  having  heard  with 
deep  regret  of  the  death  of  their  old  and  honoured 
colleague,  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  a  vote  of  condolence 
with  the  widow  and  family  was  proposed  in  feeling  and 
appropriate  words  by  the  chairman,  Mr.  R.  Bradford 
formally  seconding  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell,  in  supporting 
the  proposition,  said  that  Mr.  Brougham  was  a  very  dear 
old  friend  of  all  of  them.  He  took  not  only  an  absorbing 
interest  in  the  Piscatorial  Society,  but  also  in  the  Thamea, 
in  which  members  loved  so  much  to  cast  a  line  from  time  to 
time.  There  was  not  the  suspicion  of  a  doubt  but  that  the 
sport  obtained  in  that  grand  river  had  been  immensely 
benefited  and  improved  by  all  that  Mr.  Brougham  had 
done  for  it  in  connection  with  the  services  he  had  rendered 
to  the  T.A.P.S.  Everyone  respected  the  deceased  gentle- 
man most  highly.  He  was  a  "darling"  (if  he  might  be 
permitted  to  employ  the  word)  old  gentleman  to  meet  at 
the  various  gatherings  of  the  society.  In  times  gone  by 
he  came  up  regularly  to  the  annual  mettioga  of  the 
society  and  to  all  its  festivities,  and  in  his  death  they  had 
lost  a  good  friend  and  a  most  esteemed  hon.  member. 
The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  hon.  secretary  instructed 
to  write  to  Mrs.  Brougham  in  the  terms  indicated.  It 
was  announced  that  at  the  annual  dinner,  on  March  19, 
Mr.  W.  Thomas  will  preside,  Mr.  C.  H.  By  waters  taking 
the  vice-chair,  a  atatement  which  will  afford  no  little 
gratification  to  those  who  propose  to  assist  at  this 
interesting  function.  Next  Monday  Dr.  Ogier  Ward  will 
read  a  paper  before  the  members.  It  is  hoped  that  there 
will  be  a  large  muster,  as  there  is  a  great  treat  in  store  for 
members  and  friends.  Before  the  meeting  closed  a  warm 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  and  the 
entertainment  committee  for  the  excellent  smoking  concert 
provided  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  members  on  the 
previous  Monday  evening.  M.  G.  B.  de  C. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
A  SPECIAL  meeting  of  the  above  society  will  be  held  on 
Monday,  Feb.  12,  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  to  settle  all  details  re 
private  water,  to  arrange  another  competition,  and  to 
decide  if  a  concert  shall  be  held.  Kinaly  attend  if 
possible.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  society  Lieut. -Col. 
Hunaiker  waa  elected  a  member,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley 
was  proposed  as  a  new  member.  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  is  also 
to  be  proposed  as  a  member.  Hon.  Reporter. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  of  the  executive  council  of  the  above  associa- 
tion was  held  on  Saturday  last  at  the  Court  House  Hotel, 
Liverpool.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  president,  Mr. 
Councillor  Sutherlard,  J. P.,  of  Wigan,  and  representatives 
were  present  from  Preston,  Blackburn,  Wigan,  Bolton, 
Crewe,  Tyldesley,  Stalybridge,  Fatnworth,  and  Liverpool, 
alongwith  Mr.  E.  Dance,  vice-president,  and  Mr.  T.  W 
Redford,  hon.  secretary.  Apologies  for  absence  were  read 
from  Mr.  Ball,  of  8t.  Helen's,  and  Mr.  Livesey,  of  Black- 
burn. The  minutes  of  last  meeting  were  confirmed,  and 
the  transactions  of  the  sub-committee  dealing  with 
tenders  for  printing  were  approved.  The  proof  of  the 
cover  of  the  new  membership  ticket,  containing  important 
instruction  recently  received  from  the  railway  companies, 
was  also  approved.  The  secretary  was  instructed  to  write 
to  the  North  Staffordshire  Railway  Co.  expressing  the 
council's  regret  that  the  company  does  not  see  its  way 


to  deal  with  anglers'  cheap  fares  in  a  large  manner, 
and  pointing  out  that  our  Staffordshire  members  have  the 
right  of  fishing  in  the  Shropshire  Union  and  Lancaster 
canals,  but  cannot  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges 
because  of  the  travelling  eiptnses.  The  secretary  was 
directed  to  notify  all  affiliated  eocieties  that  membership 
tickets  can  only  be  issued  to  ladies  on  condition  that  tbey 
are  h(m/i  fide  anglers  paying  full  subscriptions  to  the  said 
societies.  .        .  . 

Mr.  Salter  expressed  a  desire  to  retire  from  his  pisition 
as  auditor,  but  he  waa  requested  to  retain  the  office  It 
waa  decided  to  hold  a  grand  optn  fishing  competition 
on  Saturday  afternoon,  July  14,  at  Calveley^  Beeston 
Castle,  and  Tattenhall  Road,  on  the  Shropshire  Union 
Canal,  if  suitable  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the 
railway  company,  and  Messrs.  Burton,  Roberts,  Steven- 
son, Myers,  and  Hurat  were  elected  a  sub-committee  to 
cirry  the  matter  out.  The  question  of  the  law 
with  reference  to  fishing  for  coarse  fish,  and  the 
disposal  of  the  fund  recently  raised  by  this  a*Bo- 
ciation  to  defend  the  interests  of  those  who  angle 
for  coarse  fish,  was  referred  to  a  sub-committee,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Dance,  Atherton,  Cole,  Wallwork,  and 
the  secretary,  with  a  request  that  they  will  draw  up  a 
report,  to  be  submitted  at  next  council  meeting,  showing 
full  particulars  of  the  cases  already  decided  by  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench,  giving  details  of  the  circumstances  on 
each  of  the  rivers  frequented  by  northern  anglera,  with 
any  other  points  or  auggestions  for  the  council,  and  with  a 
view  to  the  same  being  printed  and  circulated  amongat  the 
members  of  the  association.  The  secretary  was  authorised 
to  refer  all  applications  from  unattached  clubs  to  the  local 
centre  wherever  a  centre  has  been  established. 

The  next  meeting  waa  fixed  to  be  held  in  Oldham.  The 
executive  council  was  afterwards  invited  to  tea  by  the 
Liverpool  Local  Centre  Council,  and  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  given  them  for  their  hospitality. 

Thos.  W.  Redford  (Hon.  Sec). 


The  rivers  which  open  on  Monday  have  been  too  heavy 
and  dirk  for  close  observation  during  the  past  two  weeks, 
so  that  definite  speculation  as  to  the  head  of  fish  forward 
is  out  of  the  question.  However,  the  success  of  the  first 
few  days  will  be  a  fairly  good  index  to  gauge  by. 

The  early  spring  angler  on  the  Tay  has  been  somewhat 
hard  hit  by  the  weather  since  the  opening  of  the  season. 
Several  slight  snowstorms  have  passed  over  the  district, 
and  altogether  the  conditions  have  been  somewhat  un- 
favourable for  the  best  of  sport  being  obtained. 

The  bulk  of  the  Scotch  netting  stations  opan  on  Monday, 
and  the  salmon  season  will  again  be  in  full  swing. 
The  poachers  have  but  a  limited  field  during  the  close 
time,  but  once  the  markets  open  they  have  no  difficulty  in 
disposing  of  their  swag,  and  at  good  prices  to  boot. 


Owing  to  the  low  temperature  of  the  rivers  which  is 
likely  to  prevail  from  melting  snows,  there  is  likely  to  be 
a  huge  run  on  the  larger  sized  lures.  When  the  river  is 
full  of  snow-broth  it  is  necessary  to  sink  the  fly,  and 
hence  the  heavier  iron  just  meets  the  case.  If  kelts  are 
about  small  lures  are  sure  to  fetch  them,  while  a  fresh 
run  fish  usually  prefers  the  larger  fly. 

The  phantom  is  an  excellent  lure  in  a  low  tempera- 
ture, and  nothing  can  beat  it  as  a  fetching  bait  when  there 
is  a  scum  of  ice  on  the  river.  Brown's  patent  phantom, 
with  Geen's  swivel,  is  just  the  thing,  and  those  issued 
from  the  shop  of  the  original  maker  (George-street, 
Aberdeen)  are  worth  two  of  any  others  for  tear  and  wear. 

Charlie  Blacklaws,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Blacklaws  and 
Son,  has  joined  Lord  Lovat's  corps  of  gillies.  He  is  a  pro- 
fessional angler  of  the  first  water,  but  the  spirit  of 
adventure  which  took  him  into  California  some  years  back 
is  again  upon  him,  and  now  he  must  hie  to  the  front  in 
South  Africa. 

Salmon  do  not  jump  at  every  lure  that  comes  their  way 
in  fresh  water.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  their  appetites  are 
very  considerably  impaired,  supposing  there  was  no  know- 
ledge otherwise  of  the  desire  having  degenerated.  I  have 
watched  from  the  bridge  of  Potarch,  on  the  Dee,  for 
years,  where  one  can  see  them  coming  time  and  again  to 
the  fly  from  the  clefts  in  the  rooks  and  the  depths  below, 
and  out  of  dozens  and  dozens  of  close  inspections  on  the 
part  of  Salmo  there  was  only  one  fatal  hooking. 


If  salmon  had  any  great  desire  to  feed,  not  a  fish  would 
escape  from  the  innumerable  lures  which  it  meets  with  in  a 
twenty,  to  say  nothing  of  a  fifty,  miles  journey  up  stream. 


Quite  a  gloom  was  oast  over  the  Blair  Athol  district, 
Perthshire,  last  week,  when  it  became  known  that  the 
body  of  the  young  laird  of  Lude— Mr.  J.  P.  H.  Mclnroy, 
J, P. —had  been  found  drowned  in  a  bum  near  the  foot  of 
Ben-y-Gloe,  which  was  one  of  his  favourite  summer 
fronting  haunts.  He  had  suffered  from  insomina  for  over 
a  year.   

Mr.  D.  Smith,  Feughside  Inn,  has  agiin  the  famous 
Upper  Blackball  beat  on  the  Dee,  after  Sir  John  Glad- 
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AT  ALL  THE  BEST  LIBRARIES  AND  BOOKSELLERS'. 
The  ■Westminster  Gazette  says:  "  Reading  of  his  trials  and  trinmphs,  admirably 
set  forth  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  of  his  unerring  judgment  and  prompt  decision,  we  are 
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OH,    FOR   AN   HOUR   OF  WELLINGTON." 
In  2  handsome  royal  8»o.  vols.,  363.  net.    With  very  fine  Photogravure  and  other 
Portraits,  Maps,  Battle  Plans,  &o. 

THE  LA.RGE  SEOOND  EDITION  IS  NOW  REA.DT 

OF  THE  ENTIRELY 

New  Life  of  Wellington. 

By  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  HERBERT  MAXWELL,  Bart.,  M.P. 

"  Exoellen';." — Times.  "  A  brilliant  success." — Daily  Graphic. 

"  Masterly." — Pall  Mall  Gazette. 

"  In  the  front  rank  of  biographies." — Guabdian. 
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NEW  WORK  BY  THE  AUTHOR  OF  "  IRONCLADS  IN  ACTION." 
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THE  DOWNFALL  OP  SPAIN. 

Naval  History  of  the   Spanish  -  Amerioan  War. 

By  H.  W.  WILSON,  Author  of  "  Ironclads  in  Action." 

Demy  8vo.,  with  nnmeroas  Poll-Page  Illustrations,  Maps,  Charts,  and  Battle  Plans, 
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A  NEW  WORK  BY  CAPTAIN  MAHAN. 

LESSONS  OF  THE  WAR  WITH  SPAIN. 

Crovm  8vo.,  cloth  extra,  lOs.  6d.  net.  [Ready. 

"  Captain  Mahan's  whole  aim  has  altvays  been  to  invest  the  transactions  of  the  past 
with  an  immediate  interest  for  the  present,  and  to  extract  from  them  lessons  of 
permanent  value  and  significance ;  and  the  conscientious  way  in  which  he  discharges  his 
duty  as  a  teacher  and  master  of  a  highly  technicil  craft  never  betrays  him  into  being 
either  dull  or  unintelligible  to  the  average  lay  mind.  .  .  .  His  general  survey  of  the 
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suggestiveness  with  regard  to  certain  problems  of  the  highest  importance  to  this  country, 
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"  A  BOOK  FOR  EVERY  ONE."— Scotsman. 

OUR  NAVY  FOR  A  THOUSAND  YEARS. 

A  Concise  Account  of  all  the  Principal  Operations  in  which  the 
British  Navy  has  been  Engaged  from  the  time  of  King 
Alfred  to  the  Becapture  of  Khartoum. 

By  Capt.  S.  E ARDLET- WILMOT,  R.N.,  Author  of  "  Life  of  Vice- Admiral 

Lord  Lyons,"  &c. 

Illustrated.    Crown  8vo.,  cloth  extra,  63.  [Now  Ready, 

"  Not  only  alive  with  interest,  _  but  should  make  a  valuable  book  of  reference. 
.  .  .  A  more  complete  and  concise  record  in  popular  form  of  the  growth  and 
achievements  of  our  Navy  could  hardly  be  desired  than  this." — Glasgow  Herald. 

"  '  Our  Navy  '  should  find  its  way  to  all  school  libraries  ;  its  educational  value  oonld 
hardly  be  overrated." — Saturday  Review. 


THE  ROYAL  NAVY. 

From  the  Earliest  Times  to  the  Present. 
Edited  by  WILLIAM  LAIRD  CLOWES. 
Illustrated  by  Photogravure  Portraits,  Maps,  Plans,  and  Pictures  taken  from 
Contemporary  and  Authentic  Sources. 
Each  volume  is  complete  in  itself,  with  an  Index,  and  Orders  are  taken  either  for  Sets  or 
Separate  Volumes.  _  Vols.  I. — IV.,  royal  Svo.,  25s.  each  net. 
*»•  The  Publishers  have  decided  to  issue  a  Sixth  Volume,  as  it  was  found  impossible 
to  complete  the  work  as  originally  arranged  in  Five  Volumes.    It  is  hoped  that  Vol.  V. 
will  be  ready  shortly,  and  a  final  Volume  in  April,  1900. 

The  Times,  in  reviewing  Vol.  IV.,  said  :  "  '  The  Royal  Navy  '  abundantly  fulfils  its 
promise.    It  is  an  admirable  and  indispensable  work." 


Two  Timely  Books  on  South  Afficam 

SIDE  LIGHTS  ON  SOUTH  APRICA. 

By  ROY  DEVEREUX. 
With  a  Map.    Crown  Svo. ,  cloth  extra,  63.  [Now  Ready ^ 

Contents  : — I.  On  the  Edge  of  the  South.  II.  Politics  at  the  Cape.  III. 
City  of  Gold  (Johanne.sbnrg).  IV.  What  I  saw  of  Pretoria  (containing  an  Interview  ^ 
President  Kruger).  V.  In  Bechuanaland  (Mafeking).  VI.  The  Evolution  of  Rhodes 
VII.  The  Chartered  Company  and  Mr.  Rhodes.  VIII.  Kimberley  as  it  is.  IX. 
Garden  Colony  (Natal).  X.  In  Portugueee  Territory  (Delagoa  Bay),  containing  an 
Interview  with  President  Steyn,  of  the  Orange  Free  State.  XI.  Under  Tricolour  and 
Eigle  (Madagascar  and  German  East  Africa).  XII.  British  East  Africa.  XIII.  Some 
Observations  and  Reflections. 

"  Admirable.  .  .  .  The  Authoress  deals  with  the  permanent  elements  of  the 
situation  in  South  Afiica  .  .  .  with  problems  which  will  test  our  best  English 
statesmanship  after  the  war.  .  .  .  The  charm  and  value  of  the  book  consist  in  its 
treatment  of  the  South  African  question,  as  a  question  not  only  of  Imperial  politics  but 
of  advancing  civilisation,  and  of  a  humanity  broader  and  more  generous  than  has  ever 
emerged  into  the  Boer's  conception  of  the  State." — Daily  News. 

"  '  Side  Lights '  is  often  illuminating  and  always  bright  and  entertaining." — African 
Review.  

ON  THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN  FRONTIER. 

The  Adventures  and  Observations  of  an  American  in  Rhodesia. 

By  WILLIA.M  HARVEY  BROWN. 

With  32  Illustrations  and  2  folding  Maps.    Demy  8vo.,  cloth  extra,  143.  net. 

"  The  fact  that  Mr.  Brown  has  mainly  confined  himself  to  the  things  that  he  saw 
with  his  own  eyes  gives  his  book  considerable  value  ;  it  is  written  in  an  agreeably  simple 
and  modest  fashion,  which  commends  it  to  the  reader." — Athenaeum. 

"  An  exoelleat  book  of  its  kind,  accurate  without  being  pedantic,  and  picturesque 
without  effort.  .  .  .  Its  excellent  illustrations  add  to  its  attractiveness," — Daily 
Teleobaph.  

BLACK  JAMAICA. 

By  W.  P.  LIVINGSTONE.    Crown  8vo.,  cloth,  63.  [Ready. 

The  part  which  the  missionaries  took  in  the  critical  emancipation  period,  their 
labours  in  every  direction  as  civilising  agents,  and  the  work  done  by  them  in  all  tbe 
turmoil  and  distress  of  the  time,  will  be  found  most  interesting.  As  a  rational  expose  ot 
the  present  facts  and  the  eventuiliiies  to  be  foreseen  in  the  racial  question  the  work 
undoubtedly  has  a  serious  value. 

A  GLIMPSE  OF  THE  TROPICS; 

Or,  Pour  Months'  Cruising  in  the  West  Indies. 
By  E.  A.  HASTINGS  JAY,  LL.B.,  F.R.G.S. 
With  Map  and  16  Illustrations.   Crown  8vo.,  63. 
"  The  volume,  which  is  well  printed  and  illustrated  with  original  photographs,  should 
serve  very  well  as  guide  and  instructor  to  tourists  who  follow  in  Mr.  Jay's  track."— 
Scotsman. 


THE  GOLDEN  BOOK  OF  INDIA. 

EDITION  OF  1899. 

Containing  an  Account,  arranged  in  Alphabetical  Order,  and  with  full  Cross-Referencee, 
of  the  Ruling  Princes,  Chiefs,  Nobles,  and  other  Personages,  Titled  or  Decorated, 
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Edited  by  Sir  ROPER  LETHBRIDGE,  K.C.I.E. 
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LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  EDWARD 
BICKERSTETH, 

Late  Bishop  of  South  Tokyo. 
By  Rev.    SAMUEL  BICKERSTETH. 
Frontispiece  Portrait  in  Photogravure,  Map,  and  several  Half-tone  Reproductions. 

Demy  8^0.  cloth,  10a.  Od.  net.  [Ready. 
"  It  was  a  noble  life— courageous,  enduring,  surrendered.    ...    A  valuable 
contribution  to  enclesiastioal  biography." — SrECTAToii. 

"  Rishop  lidward  Bickemteth  had  an  ong>iging  personality,  and  his  career  and 
character  have  been  described  by  his  biographer  in  the  best  of  taste.  Tbe  book  has  some 
attractive  illustrations." — Globe. 
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By  LILIAN  WHITJNG. 
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THE  TEACHING  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  IN 
HIS  OWN  WORDS. 
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gtone,  and  anyone  desirous  of  late  spring  and  summer 
gftlmo'n  angling  on  a  sure  spot  should  at  ones  write  to 
Fenghside  Inn  vi&  Banchory  for  terms. 


The  opening  season  threatens  to  be  somewhat  olonded  on 
account  of  a  renewal  of  last  week's  snowstorm,  accom- 
panied by  heavy  fros^B.  It  may  not  last,  but  then  the 
rivers  will  be  out  of  order  for  some  little  time  at  least. 


The  Aberdeen  tidal  anglers,  led  by  Mr.  Alexander 
Meffet,  advocate,  as  their  counsel,  were  received  as  a 
deputation  by  the  town  council  last  week.  The  anglers 
are  annoyed  at  the  attempts  made  by  Duncan  and  his  men 
to  catch  them  killintt  finnock,  and  object  to  the  espionage. 
In  addition  they  point  out  that  when  the  town-  feued  the 
salmon  rights  in  the  tidal  waters  the  finnock  and  sea  trout 
were  neither  specified  nor  left  out  in  the  bargain,  and  that 
they  b«long  to  the  citizens  now  as  much  as  they  did  then 
for  angling  purposes.  The  committee  have  remitted  the 
matter  to  their  town  clerk  to  make  inquiries  and  report 
on  the  points  raised.  Special  Scotch, 


Iprdvincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  newly  elected  committee  of  the 
Birmingham  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening 
last,  Feb.  1.  All  the  members  were  present.  Mr.  T. 
Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occapif  d  the  vice- 
chair.  The  minutes  of  the  committf  e  meeting  held  on 
Jan.  4  were  read  and  adopted,  after  which  Messrs.  Foster 
and  Barley  gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit  to  the  Black 
Eagle  Society,  who  wished  to  remove  to  the  Grapes  Inn, 
Bacchns-road,  Soho.  The  report  went  to  show  that  the 
Black  Eagle  Society  had  ceased  to  exist,  but  as  the  club 
at  the  Grapes  Inn  was  in  every  respect  a  new  one,  it  was 
decided  to  accept  them  upon  the  payment  of  the  necessary 
entrance  fees.  Messrs.  Bisgley  and  Babone  gave  in  their 
report  of  their  visit  to  the  Cromwell's  Head  Society,  held 
at  the  Cromwell's  Head  Inn,  Cromwell-street.  Tbe  report 
went  to  show  that  the  club  had  about  fifty  fnl'y 
paid-np  members  on  their  books.  The  affiliation  of  the 
clnh  was  opposed  by  the  Canadian  Society,  but  this 
was  overruled  by  the  committee,  and  the  club  was 
admitted.  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Foster  gave  in  a  report  of 
their  vi>it  to  the  Dog  and  Partridge  Clnb,  held  at  the  Dog 
and  Parfridge,  Northwood-street.  No  opposition  wis 
raised  to  the  club  by  the  clubs  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
mi  as  the  club  promised  to  take  no  members  from  the  St. 
Paul's  Society,  they  were  accepted.  This  club  has  over 
sixty  fully  D9id-np  members  on  their  books.  Mes.irs. 
Foster  and  Hughes  also  gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit  to 
the  Woodman's  Pride  Club,  held  at  the  Woodman  Inn, 
Garbett-street.  No  opposition  was  offered  ti  this  club's 
affiliation,  and,  as  ths  report  was  satisfactory,  the  club  was 
admiit'd.  M^Bsrs.  Gnmbley  and  Jones  were  instnicted 
to  visit  the  Imperial  Club,  held  at  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Inn,  Cheapside,  and  report  at  the  next  committee 
meeting.  The  visiting  committee  was  increased  from  i 
six  to  eight  members,  and  the  eight  following  gentle-  ' 
men  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months, 
namely,  Messrs.  Foster,  Hnehes,  Gumbley.  Holding,  i 
Bagley,  Rabone,  Jones,  and  Egerton.  Mr.  J.  A. 
Dance  was  re-elected  auditor.  It  was  decided  to 
hold  the  annual  association  dinner  on  March  10  next. 
Messrs.  Coles,  White,  and  Tnllett  were  elected  to  form 
the  dinner  committee,  who  met  on  Monday  evening  last, 
and  made  arrangements  to  hold  the  dinner  at  the  Metro- 
pole  H  'tel,  High-street.  The  chief  railway  officials  in  the 
City  will  be  invi'ed,  ard  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund  will  also 
be  asked  to  attend.  Mr.  T.  Coles  will  preside,  and  Mr. 
Dance  will  occupy  the  vice-chair.  Very  little  sport  has 
been  had  on  anv  of  the  rivers  close  to  Birmingham,  owing 
to  their  unsettled  state,  which  has  been  caused  by  the 
heavy  rains ;  and  as  we  have  had  about  2iQ.  or  3in.  of 
snow  einco  Friday  latt,  it  will  be  some  little  time  before 
anythinsr  like  decent  sport  will  be  obtainable  S  ome  very 
decent  pike  were  taken  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  last 
from  some  of  the  private  pools  in  the  vicinity  of 
Birmingham.  The  largest  fi^h  was  taken  by  Mr. 
J.  Smith,  of  the  St.  Paul's  Club,  from  a  private 
reservoir  near  to  Cannook.  Mr.  Smith  took  seven  fish, 
the  largest  w(>ighing  18j  b. ;  the  fish  is  being  set  up  by 
Mr.  Ford,  of  Bl')omsbury-8treet,  Birmingham.  The  Vine 
Unity  Scci-ty  have  decided  to  hold  two  concerts  again  this 
year  on  behalf  of  their  prize  fund  ;  the  dates  have  been 
fixed  for  March  20  and  27.  In  past  years  these  concerts 
have  been  in  every  way  a  Buccfss,  and  I  hope  the  forth- 
coming concerts  will  he  more  successful  than  tho^e  held  in 
previone  years  Daring  the  past  twenty-four  hours  we 
have  had  (everal  changes  ia  the  weather;  we  have  had  a 
very  sharp  frost,  and  this  has  been  followed  with  some 
little  snow,  and  the  present  outlook  ia  that  there  is  some 
more  to  follow. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  fLINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  severe  snowstorm  which  prevailed  on  Saturday  last 
caused  another  temporary  stoppige  to  anglers.  Since 
Monday  the  waters  have  been  running  in  increased  volume 
and  extremely  diccolonred,  so  that  sportsmen,  up  to  the 
time  of  writir  g  (Tuesday  evening),  had  not  been  able  to  do 
much  good  this  week.  Prior  to  Saturday,  however,  some 
eicellfnt  sp'irt  was  obtained  b^jth  by  bottom  fishermea 
and  the  pik(-ing  fraternity.  On  some  wat-ers — notably  the 
middle  reaches  of  the  Witham  tnl  the  Glen — roach  fishing 
ha«  really  been  first  class,  and  many  an  angler  has  returned 
home  with  big  creel  as  full  as  he  could,  comfortably  carry. 


The  tail  end  of  the  worm  has  been  responsible  for  the  best 
baskets  of  fish,  and  paste  baits  have  also  been  employed 
with  success.  Pike  fishing  has  been  largely  prosecuted  on 
the  Witham  at  Tattershall  and  Kirkstead,  the  Welland  at 
Deeping,  and  the  Forty-foot  at  Donington,  and  several 
visitors  have  been  at  work  in  the  district.  It  was  hoped 
to  resume  Bport  again  on  Wednetdiy  or  Thursday. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  liver  Hull  and  tributary  streams  are  now  in  very 
fair  condition  for  angling  pursuits,  esppcially  in  the  top 
itretches  at  Fisholme,  Brigham,  Frodtnghnm  Beok,  and 
Hempholme.  Although  at  the  beginning  of  the  past  week 
the  weather  was  anything  but  favourable  for  sport,  some 
very  good  fish  were  shown  at  some  of  the  anglers' 
rendezvous  in  the  city,  amongst  whom  were  Messrs.  W.  J. 
Barker,  A.  Drewery,  and  J.  Woodall  with  a  good  sample 
of  roach  each  ;  and  Mr.  Arthur  Marshall,  of  the  Central 
Hull  Angling  Association,  had  a  splendid  lot,  his  best 
fish  scaling  lib.  3?2.  A  few  good  sized  pike  have  been 
taken  during  the  week  at  the  heck-ends  with  the  live 
bait ;  and  in  the  tidal  waters  a  few  roach  and  perch 
have  been  taken  by  anglers  worm  fishing.  At  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Central  Hull  Angling  Association, 
which  took  place  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel  on  Tuesday 
in  last  week,  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  was  the  recipient  of  the 
society's  gold  medal  for  most  points  during  the  past 
season  ;  and  in  the  aggregate  list,  Mr.  W.  B.  Wing  took 
the  first,  with  51b.  7foz  ;  Mr.  J.  Sloan,  second,  with 
41b.  14Joz. ;  and  Mr,  W.  J.  Barker,  third,  with  31b.  llfoz. 
Prizes  were  also  distributed  to  Messrs.  R.  Graves,  J. 
Sloan,  Fred  Phillipson,  R.  Jameson,  and  J.  Simmonds, 
for  the  best  bream,  dace,  roach,  perch,  and  flounder 
dnring  the  past  season.  Prizes  for  specimen  fish  are  now 
becoming  a  regular  thing  in  our  local  clubs,  which  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction,  for  it  encourages  the  fishing  for  large 
fish  in  preference  to  the  small  fry  that  are  eo  often 
shown ;  and  another  good  practice  is  being  adopted  by 
some  of  onr  clubs  in  their  matches,  that  is,  of  keeping  the 
fish  alive  by  means  of  a  drum  net  until  the  weighing-in, 
and  then  returning  the  fish  to  the  waters  again,  which  is 
highly  commendable,  and  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
several  other  clubs,  for  by  this  meins  thousands  of  small 
fry  are  saved  that  would  otherwise  be  destroyed,  and  unless 
something  of  this  kind  be  universally  adopted  the  time  will 
come  when  most  of  our  best  fishing  streams  will  be  depleted 
of  fish,  notwithstanding  the  great  efforts  that  are  being 
made  from  time  to  time  in  re-stocking  certain  waters. 
At  the  Central's  dinner  a  sum  of  20«.  was  subscribed 
to  the  Transvaal  War  Fund  ;  and  on  Monday  evening  next 
the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamation  and  Hull  Preserva- 
tion Societies'  joint  committees  will  hold  a  smoking 
concert  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  in  Carr-lane,  in  aid  of 
the  local  war  fund,  and  as  a  host  of  local  talent  will  take 
part  in  the  proceedings,  no  donbt  it  will  be  a  great  success. 
Tbe  Bast  Hull  Anglinir  Society  have  just  held  their  annual 
meeting,  and  elected  officers  for  the  season  of  1900.  _  The 
secretary's  report  showed  the  society  to  be  in  a 
good  sound  position,  both  financiil  and  otherwise. 
Mr.  B.  Shearsmith  being  elected  president,  Mr. 
W.  F.  B.  Calvert  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  Davies 
treasurer,  and  Mr.  M.  Wright,  hon.  secretary.  It  was 
also  agreed  to  hold  the  meetings  fortnightly  throughout 
the  year,  commencing  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  the  13th 
inst.  Another  Bast  Hull  angling  society,  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  held  their  first  annual  dinner  at  their  clubhouse  in 
Raikes-street  on  Friday  evening,  which  was  a  most 
successful  f  ancMon.  The  hon.  secretary  is  Mr.  T.  Buttons. 
The  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  reported  to  be  in  fair 
condition  for  pike  fishing,  and  as  there  has  been  a  little 
frost  these  fish  should  easily  be  tempted  with  a  lively 
bait.  Both  the  rivers  Ancholme  and  Ludd  are  also  in  fair 
condition  for  both  pike  or  roach  fishing,  and  with  favour- 
able weather  the  worm  should  prove  a  good  bait,  fishing 
deep.  To-day  (Wednesday)  we  are  having  bright  sunshine 
and  frost,  so  that  the  prospects  for  pike  fishing  are  fairly 
good. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  fishermen  of  Oldham  will  next  week  celebrate 
another  anniversary  in  the  usual  way  by  a  dinner  and 
social  evening.  During  the  proceedings  a  gramophone 
from  Manchester  will  play  a  prominfnt  part.  The  Good 
Intent  Angling  Society,  Ashton-nnder-Lyne,  have  printed 
and  issued  their  rules  in  a  neat  and  handy  form,  and 
conveiiient  for  carrying  in  the  pocket.  A  pithy  address 
on  angling  precedes  the  rules,  which  have  been  carefully 
prepared,  and  are  very  complete  in  themselves.  Laocashire 
will  not  relish  certain  remarks  made  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Dee  Fishery  Board  last  Saturday.  Mr.  Hall  is  reported 
to  have  said:  "Then  the  salmon  fishery  is  doomed.  It 
will  be  disastrous  to  this  board  if  we  allow  Lancashire  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  salmon  fishery  of  this  river." 
I  am  sure  this  important  county  ought  to  feel  humbled  to 
the  dust.  Perhaps  they  blame  this  county  for  the  bad 
season  of  1899,  which  the  Dee  experienced,  in  common 
with  all  other  salmon  rivers.  However,  someb  dy 
must  get  the  blame,  and  why  not  Lancashire  P  The 
concessions  granted  to  the  Bury  angjers  are  very 
important  to  them,  and  are  jointly  put  in  force  by  the 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and  London  and  North- Western 
Railway  Companies.  Now  they  will  be  able  to  get  to  the 
Wyreedale  district,  Clitheroe  district,  S outh port  _  way, 
and  other  places.  The  Warrington  Anglers'  Association 
is  without  doubt  very  well  equipped,  and  they  start  the 
season  with  great  prospects  of  good  sport.  The  following 
are  their  waters :  The  Gowy  at  Mickle  Trafford,  the 
Bollin  at  Heatley  and  Warbnrton,  the  old  river  at  Lymm, 
a  portion  of  the  old  River  Weaver  at  Newbridge,  and  the 
Old  Qnay  Canal  at  Walton  Arches.  The  executive 
announce  that  the  new  travelling  cards  are  now  ready  for 
issue.  From  Liverpool  there  is  a  lot  of  news  which  deals 
with  the  doings  of  local  clnbs  in  preparation  for  the 
coming  season,  and  by  way  of  enjoying  what  is  left  of  the 


expiring  coarse  fishing  season,  combined  with  the  inactive 
Esason  of  bad  weather.  The  Bdgehill  Angling  Society 
have  arranged  a  match  for  the  last  week  in  February  at 
Kossett ;  a  cup  and  other  prizes  will  be  offered  on  this  occa- 
sion. The  last  meeting  of  the  Liverpool  Centrals  wasa  good 
one.  The  host  had  provided  a  little  surprise  for  them  in 
the  shape  of  a  feed  for  the  body  and  relaxation  for  the 
mind  in  a  musical  programme.  During  the  evening  a 
handsome  cup  was  handed  in  from  Mr.  Lancaster  to  \>e 
competed  for  dnring  the  season.  The  annual  dinner  of 
the  West  Derby  Angling  Club  was  a  great  success, 
representatives  being  present  from  miny  of  the  leading 
organisations  in  the  city.  The  friendly  feeling  existing 
between  local  clubs  in  Liverpool  is  a  very  pleasing  item, 
and  worthy  of  emulation.  Referring  to  the  statement 
contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  that 
the  Liverpool  waters  helped  to  spoil  the  fishing,  an 
experienced  Ribble  angler  wishes  that  some  corporation 
would  make  a  similar  waterworks  in  the  upper  reaches  of 
that  river.  He  considers  that  the  compensation  water  sent 
down  daily  would  improve  his  eport. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  County  Palatine  Anglers'  Association  are  very 
much  in  evidence  this  week.  First  of  all  in  the  liberal 
stocking  of  their  Canal  at  High-lane.  On  the  2nd  they 
received  .325  tench,  and  on  the  3rd  1450  very  fine  roach 
and  a  few  others  of  various  kinds.  A  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee will  be  held  at  headquarters  on  the  16th.  The 
following  clnbs  have  joined  the  C.P.A.A.  :  Good  Intent, 
Ashton-nnder-Lyne  ;  Combrook  Angling  Society,  Man- 
chester ;  and  Derby  Angling  Society,  Salford.  The 
secretary  announces  a  further  long  list  of  fares  for  anglers, 
which  will  benefit  those  residing  in  Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Dukinfield,  Guide  Bridge,  Manchester,  Oldham,  Staly- 
bridge,  Stockport,  Wigan,  and  Warrington,  and  there  is  a 
special  list  for  Bury.  The  following  is  the  executive  of 
the  Derby  Angling  Society,  Salford :  President,  Mr,  J. 
Walker ;  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Lever ;  secretary,  Mr.  R. 
Haydock ;  committee,  Messrs.  J.  Whitehouse,  Wright,  G. 
Hay,  W.  Peel,  and  Jas.  Whitehouse.  The  Cornbrook 
Angling  Society  have  elected  the  following  general 
officers :  President,  Mr.  James  Scotson  ;  treasurer,  Mr. 
John  Lees ;  secretary,  Mr.  8.  J.  Higginscn  ;  assistant- 
secretary,  Mr.  W.  Gresty.  A  good  committee  is  also  elected. 
The  Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Collyhurst  Manchester, 
are  to  be  favoured  on  the  12th  with  another  pisca- 
torial disquisition  by  Mr.  W.  Smith-Nightingale  on 
"Fish  and  Fishing."  The  lecture  will  be  delivered  at 
headquarters.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  members  to 
arrange  a  match  before  the  dose  season  starts  next  month. 
Several  of  the  members  have  been  roaching  lately  with 
moderate  success.  On  Tuesday  last  the  Kingfisher 
Angling  Society  held  an  interesting  meeting,  and  had  the 
opportunity  of  welcoming  once  again  their  touring 
member.  The  Levenshulme  Angling  Society  put  the  new 
rule  in  force  on  Monday  last,  promptly  closing  business  at 
an  early  hour  and  then  going  in  for  enjoying  themselves. 
So  successful  was  the  venture  that  it  drew  from  Mr.  Sam 
Boswell  a  promise  to  give  the  members  a  lantern  leetare 
at  the  next  similar  meeting.  So  far  two  clubs,  the  Moss 
Side  Socials  and  the  L'^venshulmes,  have  tried  the  experi- 
mBut,  and  both  are  well  satisfied.  There  is  one  good 
point  in  this  "  closure  "  idea,  and  that  is  that  it  stops  a 
great  amount  of  useless  verbosity,  and  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  the  sport  if  the  idea  was  universally  adopted. 
Perhaps  the  most  enthusiastic  pike  fisherman  in  this  city 
is  Mr.  Selkie,  who,  after  a  long  spell  of  inactivity,  first  on 
aco  )unt  of  illness,  and  then  iu  consequence  of  the  water 
being  unsuitable,  is  once  more  at  his  favourite  haunt, 
Hornsea  Mere.  It  will  be  quite  a  refresher  to  once  agaia 
hear  of  a  big  catch,  and  may  the  welcome  news  c  ime  on  an 
early  post.  Several  of  our  locals  have  tried  for  trout 
simply  to  see  their  condition  and  then  promptly  returned 
the  same,  for  they  were  in  a  very  backward  state  and  not 
worth  retaining  by  any  means.  A  special  report  from  a 
local  resort,  which  last  season  was  one  of  the  very  first  to 
get  into  form,  fays  that  trout  only  fiuished  spawning  early 
in  January,  and  are  in  wretched  condition.  Judging  by  a 
few  offers  of  salmon  waters  sent  to  this  city,  the  war  in 
South  Africa  is  bringing  down  the  high  rents  of  past 
seasons. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

A  sharp  frost  set  in  last  evening  (Tuesday),  and  now 
almost  all  the  broads  and  some  parts  of  the  main  rivers  are 
covered  with  a  thick  coating  of  ice,  precluding  any  chancs 
of  fishing  of  any  kind  during  the  next  few  days.  Very 
little  has  been  done  in  this  district  duriog  the  past  week. 
The  writer  was  out  last  Thursday  on  a  noted  water,  but 
orjly  had  one  run,  which  resulted  in  a  fish  of  G^lb.  Other 
anglers  have  been  equally  unfortunate. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
Crisp,  bright  weather  his  at  length  set  in,  and  anglers 
are  clearly  in  for  improved  sport  amongst  pike  and  chub. 
Heavy  snow  fell  on  Saturday,  but  as  it  went  very  gradually 
ordinary  fishermen  have  suffertd  little  inconvenience  Mr. 
W.  Harrison  ran  and  landed  five  very  good  pike  at  Clifton 
on  Monday,  and  on  the  following  day  he  secured  a  brace 
of  about  121b.  Mr.  J.  Greaves  and  Mr.  W.  Gr.gory,  of 
the  City  Wellington  Society,  have  used  the  live  bait  with 
success  at  Shardlow,  where,  too,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and 
Mr.  T.  Large,  of  the  same  society,  have  been  busy 
amongst  chub,  roach,  and  bream.  One  of  the  roach 
scaled  lib.  9oz  ,  and  one  of  the  bream  41b.  Lar^e  and 
handsome  roach  have  been  creeled  above  Beeston  Weirs, 
and  doings  in  respect  of  coarse  fish  appear  to  have 
brightened  up  considerably  at  Colwick,  Holme  Pierre- 
pont,  and  Clifton.  At  the  last  named  resort  the  best  tags 
have  been  made  by  Mr.  E.  Bayley,  Mr.  J.  Boyd,  and  Mr. 
T.  Widdowson.  On  Saturday  members  of  the  City  Pisca- 
torials  were  to  have  taken  part  in  a  pegged-down  match  on 
their  waters  at  Staythorpe,  but  through  snow  falling 
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unexpectedly,  a  postponement  was  rendered  necessary. 
Pike  fishing  has  cloa^d  for  the  season  at  Kelham,  Stoke 
Bardolph,  and  King's  Mills.  Sa^nun  and  trout  are  nov 
in  season  so  far  as  the  angler  is  concerned.  It  is  possible 
we  may  have  an  early  salmon  year  on  the  upper  pirts  of 
the  Trent.    News  is  very  quiet  at  the  various  cluts. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  water  in  our  rivers  is  down  to  a  fair  level,  and  has 
cleared  nicely,  and  is  in  good  angling  condition,  but  not 
many  rods  have  bepn  out  during  the  week.  Sport  among 
the  roach  and  chub  has  been  very  good.  Dace  not  biting 
well,  still  one  angler  had  a  dozen  beauties  from  the  Teme 
— all  taken  with  the  maggot ;  and  in  some  waters  perch 
have  taken  the  worm  well,  and  some  fine  specimens  have 
been  creeled.  Pike  fishing  has  been  better  this  week,  and 
some  fine  fish  taken  in  both  the  rivers  and  private  water, 
largest  14Jlb. ;  but  the  very  severe  frost  thii  (Wednesday) 
moining  prevented  some  anglers  having  a  day's  fishing  in 
exceotionally  good  water.  All  the  clubs  have  been 
supplied  with  their  railway  travelling  cards,  the  meetings 
well  attended,  and  if  the  water  keeps  in  order  a  large 
number  of  members  will  be  on  the  warpath  during  the 
next  few  weeki.  The  salmon  fishing  season  commenced 
well  this  year.  There  was  a  big  water  to  bring  the  fish 
up  out  of  the  estuary  just  at  the  right  time,  and  the  water 
on  the  opening  day  (Friday)  waa  in  capital  order  and 
plenty  of  it,  consequently  the  take  of  fish  was  better  than  for 
years  past.  The  veteran  fisherman,  C.  Webb,  and  his  son 
had  four  fine  fish,  one  of  them  a  20- pounder,  which  in 
company  with  another  221b.  were  exhibited  by  Mr.  Hunt, 
fishmonger,  High-street,  in  good  time  in  the  morning,  the 
first  named  fish  (the  first  caught)  being  forwarded  to 
order  to  London  before  m'dday.  All  the  nets  did  well, 
and  if  we  do  not  get  another  high  water  to  take  the  fish 
over  the  weirs  a  good  many  more  should  be  taken  during 
the  next  few  weeks.  The  fish  are  particularly  bright  this 
season,  and  are  realising  43.  6d.  per  lb.  at  the  fish- 
mongers. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  prospects  for  anijlers  have  improved  since  the  last 
notes  were  penned.  The  floods  have  subsided,  the  air  is 
becalmed,  and  a  frosty,  bracing  atmosphere  has  bptokened 
a  late  winter.  The  discolouration  of  the  streams  has  been 
gradually  diaappeariag  too,  and  rodmen  have  been  more 
readily  tempted  to  try  their  fortunes  at  pike  fish'n?  than  they 
were  under  adverae  inflnenoes.  The  fine  bracing  weather, 
and  the  eagerness  of  the  fia'a  for  food,  are  in  favour  of  the 
hardy  Waltonians,  and  we  are  likely  to  hear  of  good  aport 
presently  with  pike,  roach,  and>dace.  Grayling  fishing  is 
over  for  the  season,  which  seems  to  have  been  but  a 
moderately  successful  one,  thongh  several  anglers  returned 
home  from  the  Wharfe,  Yore.  Swale,  and  Costa  with 
tolerably  good  baskets.  Thonghte  are  already  turned  to 
trout,  the  season  for  which  is  drawing  near.  Fly  fiahers 
are  confident,  and  not  without  reason,  for  whilst  the  floods 
have  done  good  in  cleansing  the  rivers,  the  principal  waters 
are  well  stocked,  the  Wbarfe.Yore,  Swale,  Nidd.  Rye,  and 
Derwent  particularly  so.  There  is  evidence  of  this  in  the 
avidity  with  which  trout  have  lately  taken  the  bait 
intended  for  grayling. 


\  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents  ] 


HERRINGS  AT  PLYMGUrH  AND  CALA.I8. 

Dear  Mabston, — I  am  much  interetted  in  the  report 
by  your  Plymouth  correspondent,  my  old  friend  Mr. 
Hearder,  as  to  herrings  being  caaght  in  or  near  the  docks 
there  with  rods  and  paternosters.  The  bait  would,  I 
presume,  be  the  soft  ragworm,  aa  used  for  grey  mullet. 
As  I  have  reported  in  the  Field,  herrings  have  been  caught 
in  the  docks  here  in  large  numbers  during  the  first  two  or 
three  months  of  the  last  three  years.  The  first  captures 
aeem  to  have  been  made  with  common  small  garden  worms 
on  fl  )at  tackle,  but  the  big  takes  are  now  mostly  made 
with  a  bright  metal  "  jigger,"  preferably  with  a  bit  of 
mirror-glass  in  the  middle,  worked  swiftly  sinking  and 
drawing,  at  which  the  fish  dash  eagerly,  and  are  hooked 
anyhow.  I  have  supplemented  this  contrivance  with  a  few 
"  flies"  of  bright  red  silk  with  a  strip  of  silver  tinsel,  and 
ciught  a  good  many  on  these  more  legitimate  lures. 

Some  have  been  taken  by  looil  anglera  on  bare  white 
hooka  on  short  dropper-lengths  of  gat  above  the  "  jigger." 
One  angler  yesterdiy,  among  a  rather  good  oatch,  using 
this  plan,  got  ten  herrings  in  three  "  pulls  up  " — twothreea 
and  a  four. 

The  herringa  so  caught  are  mostly  "  aholten  "  ones — 
thin,  and  poor  in  flavour — though  silvery  enough  outside. 

This  year  we  have  rather  a  larger  proportion  than 
aiual  of  full  fish,  mostly  miltera. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  from  Mr.  Hearder  the 
condition  of  the  Plymouth  herrini^s,  and  from  any  other 
correspondents  whether  a  similar  influx  of  herrings, 
shotteu  or  otherwii-e,  and  capture  of  the  same  by  rods,  has 
been  noticed  at  other  ports. 

Pier  fishing  here  for  whiting,  &c  ,  seems  to  be  almost,  if 
not  quite,  aVmndoned  for  the  present  aa  nnremunerative. 

Weather  hag  V>een  very  chilly  of  late,  and  some  anglers 
have  caught  ooldj  aa  well  as  fish,  including — Yours  very 
faithfully.    Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Odlaie,  Feb.  5, 1900. 

FOSTER'S  ''ACME"  REEL  LINE  FOR  PLY 
FISHING 

Sib, — I  waa  aurpriaed  at  not  seeing  any  reply  in  your 
last  issue  U>  your  remarks  reapecting  Foster's  "Acme" 
trout  fishing  lines,  and  I  should  like,  with  your  permission, 
to  give  you  my  experience  with  one  that  I  nshed  with 
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during  the  whole  of  the  last  two  seasons.  I  got  it  two 
years  ago  direct  from  Foster's,  and  was  rather  disap- 
pointed with  its  appearance.  It  was  sticky,  and  anything 
but  smooth ;  but  I  fonnd  it  to  work  well,  and  constantly 
getting  smoother.  With  it  I  could  oast  into  a  wind,  and 
make  a  longer  cast  better  than  with  any  line  I  ever  used, 
and  1  have  been  a  fisherman  for  half  a  century.  In  my 
opinion,  its  superiority  over  other  lines  lies  in  the  fact 
that  it  is  heavy  for  its  bulk,  and  possesses  great  resilience. 
I  have  sent  you  a  bit  of  the  line  for  your  examination. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  Jackson. 

Wheelton,  Ohorley,  Lancashire,  Feb.  5,  1900. 

[The  bit  of  line  aent  fully  beara  out,  as  does  Mr.  Jack- 
son's letter  generally,  our  praise  of  the  Acme  line. — Ed.] 


A  CORRBOTION-R.  RAMSBOTTOM,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 

Dear  Sir, — My  address  is  81,  Market-street,  Man- 
chester ;  but  in  my  advertisement  on  front  page  of  cover 
in  your  issue  of  Feb.  3  it  appeared  aa  1,  Market-street. 
Will  you  please  alter  this  in  next  week's  paper  ? — Yours 
truly,  R.  Ramsbottom. 

[  On  enquiry  we  find  that  during  the  process  of  printing 
the  figure  "8"  had  been  drawn  out,  but  waa  restored  as 
soon  as  discovered.]   

HOW  TO  DYE  GUT  SMOKY  BLUE. 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if, 
through  your  numerous  correspondents,  you  could  tell  me 
the  way  to  dye  Spanish  gut  a  smoky  blue. — Yours  faith- 
fully,   Spanish  Gut. 

GOOD  SALMON  FISHING  WANTED  IN  WALES'. 

Dear  Sib, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  where  I  can  get  a  good  fortnight's  salmon 
fishirg  in  Wales,  commencing  April  1  ?  By  my  "  Anglers' 
Diary  "  I  see  Abergavenny,  Dinas  Mawddwy,  Machynlleth, 
Pen-y-bont,  Tal-y-Uyn  Junction,  and  Llangollen.  Is  there 
any  other  fishing  station  better  than  those  named  P  In- 
format'on  will  be  greatly  esteemed  by, — Yours  faithfully, 
  Ernest  Shand. 


GOSSIP  FROM  THE  TWEED. 

Dear  Editor, — A  letter  appeared  lately  in  the  F.  G. 
on  "  Food  of  Salmon,"  if  I  remember  right,  and  it  is  the 
cause  of  the  following  beiag  written :  Being  out  on 
Thursday  last,  the  opening  day  of  the  Tweed,  for  ''big 
game,"  during  one  of  the  many  showers  of  snow  I  was 
standing  looking  at  the  water,  when  I  saw  a  rise  or  small 
boil  several  times  about  20yds.  downstream,  in  water  that 
I  knew  was  not  more  than  12in.  deep.  Slacking  out,  I 
"  hung  over  "  the  spot  with  a  small  Jock  Scott,  but  there 
was  no  response  to  my  invitation.  As  I  did  not  see  any- 
thing go  away,  the  feminine  part  of  my  nature,  "curio- 
sity," was  aroused.  This  afternoon  I  went  up  the  river  to 
the  same  pool,  and  was  quite  surprised  to  see  dozens  of 
boils  up  the  pool.  The  sky  was  clear,  with  odd  snow 
clouds  passing  over,  and  some  small  flakes  of  snow  falling. 
Going  carefully,  and  1.  oking  for  "  winter  nudges  "  on  the 
water,  I  got  behind  a  nice  fish  (yellow  trout)  of  about  31b. 
rising  to  the  snowflakes  as  they  touched  the  water.  I 
excused  that  one,  as  I  thought  it  had  been  seeing  a  friend 
away  the  night  before;  but  no,  the  whole  shoal  (and 
some  of  them  were  beauties)  were  feeding  on  the  same 
ethereal  food. 

Have  I  discovered  a  new  food  for  trout  ? 

By  the  way,  Mr.  Editor,  to  the  angler  "down  south" 
Peeblesshire  is  an  unknown  quantity.  Lots  of  your 
readers  don't  want  to  go  to  a  swell  hotel  for  fishing ;  lota 
cannot  afford  to  do  so.  There  are  dozens  of  cottagers  on 
the  banks  of  the  Tweed  who  let  a  room  for  Ss.  a  week 
upwards.  As  to  the  grub  part,  it  is  clean  but  plain  (not 
porridge) ;  and  what  more  can  a  real  angler  want  ?  The 
country  is  beautiful,  burn  trouting  good,  river  trouting 
excellent ;  fifteen  miles  of  free  salmon  fishing,  and  a  good 
loch  for  spring  fishing  not  far  away.  Dry  fly  on  the 
Tweed  is  of  little  use,  although  I  met  one  angler  last 
spring  with  a  17ilb.  yellow  trout  basket  caught  in  four 
hours.  But  he  is  the  exception  that  proves  the  rule.  The 
natives  would  like  that  dry-fly  artist,  Mr.  Halford,  to 
"teach  'em  how,"  but  with  the  wet  article  they  think 
they  could  swop  points.  Should  any  of  the  readers  of  the 
F.  O.  think  of  looking  this  district  up,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
advise,  to  the  best  of  an  amateur's  ability,  on  lodgings, 
tackle,  flies,  and  when  to  come. — Yours  truly, 

Blue  Upright. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  has  my  address,  and  will  be  glad  to 
give  same  on  receipt  of  a  stamptd  and  addressed  envelope. 


THE  RED  SNAKE  FISH  (CEPOLA  RUBISCENS). 
Dkab  Sir, — I  send  you  by  post  a  fish  which  is  a 
complete  stranger  to  us  here.    It  was  picked  up  on  the 
sands  last  week  at  Hastings. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Dowsett. 

[Not  knowing  the  interesting  stranger  we  aent  it  up  to 
Mr.  G.  A.  Boulanger,  P  R. 8.,  of  the  Natural  History 
Museum,  South  Kensington,  who  kindly  replies  as  follows  : 
"  The  fish,  which  I  return,  i^  the  well-known  Cepola 
rtthiscens,  of  which  you  will  find  an  account  in  Day's 
'Biitish  Fishes,'  p.  213."  We  give  the  following  par- 
ticulars from  Dr.  Day's  great  work. — Ed  ] 

"  Names. — Red  band  fish  or  red  snake  tish,  owing  to  its 
colour,  appearance,  and  movements.  (Le  serpent  de  mer, 
French.) 

"  Habits. — Appears  to  prefer  rooky  situations  at  a 
moderate  depth,  and  to  be  most  frequently  observed  off 
the  British  coasts  after  gales  in  or  between  the  months  of 
November  and  March.  Dr.  Farran  observing  that  this 
fish  is  of  frequent  occurrence  on  the  Waterford  coast, 
remarks  that  it  lives  lying  in  the  forests  of  sea-weeds 
which  grow  about  the  coast.    It  probably  Uvea  in  deep 
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water,  on  rocky  grottnd.  Risso  observes  that  it  feeds  on 
Crustacea  and  zoophytes.  It  moves  in  a  serpentine  manner 
and  with  considerable  activity. 

"Means  of  ^Capture. — Seldom  taken  in  nets,  as  it  is 
believed  to  swim  too  low,  but  is  often  washed  ashore  after 
a  storm.  In  a  few  instances  it  has  been  secured  on  a 
hook. 

"  Breeding. — At  the  end  of  a  spring  according  to  Risso.  U 

"  .4s  Food  — Not  held  in  any  estimation  except  by  fislLg 
It  has  several  times  been  fonnd  inside  cod  and  hake.  ' 

'  Diseases. — Prom  the  example  figured  I  sent  son 
intestinal  parasitic  worms  to  Dr.  Spencer  CobboU 
F.R.S.,  who  kindly  determined  them  aa  follows:  Immi 
tnre  examples  of  Nematoideum  cepolce  rubescentis,  ' d 
different  internal  parasites  have  been  described  from  th: 
fish.    Those  you  send  are  probably  the  most  common.' 

"  Habitat. — From  the  coasts  of  Great  Britain  an 
Ireland  to  the  Mediterranean,  where  it  is  common. 

"  For  the  example  figured  I  am  indebted  to  the  lat 
Prank  Buckland,  Esq.  It  was  captured  at  Exmouth  i 
March,  1879.  The  longest  recorded  British  example  wa 
22in."   


ANOTHER  PARADISE  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — May  I  ask  some  brother  anglers  for  f ollowini 
information  P    Is  there  any  small  stirring  town,  abou7 
thirty  to  forty  miles  by  rail  from  London,  where,  or  close 
to  where,  some  trout  fishing  could  be  had  (sizeable  fish)  ? 
Angling  not  to  be  restricted  to  fly  only  ;  oostof  monthly  or 
season  tickets ;  and  can  any  private  leave  be  obtained  from 
landlords,  or  mUlers  and  farmers  P    Ticket  cost  should  he  ' 
suited  to  pocket  of  officer  on  half-pay.  Thickly-wooded 
country  place  preferred,  and  oo.  Kent  for  choice. 

If  such  a  place  be  kindly  given,  who  would  give  informa- 
tion on  sundry  matters  from  it  P    Yours  faithfully. 

Black  Hackle. 

[There  are  five  millions  of  people  (mostly  arg!ers)  in' 
London,  all  wanting  what  our  correspondent  wants.  Still, 
we  hope  he  may  get  it,  and  will  forward  to  him  letters  i 
sent  to  our  care,  as  no  one  will  "  give  away  "  such  infor- 
mation by  publishing  it. — Ed.]. 

AN  OLD  ANGLING  BOOK. 

Dear  Sib, — My  friend  Powell's  reference  in  last  week'a 
Fishing  Gazette,  under  the  above  heading,  to  the  sunshine 
holidays  he.  A,  R.,  and  I  speat  togettier  years  ago  in  the 
Oxfordshire  woodlands  and  by  its  streams,  has  awakened 
some  very  pleasant  recollections.  I  am  exceediagly  glad  to 
hear  that  he  is  assisting  to  add  recruits  to  the  great  army 
of  anglers,  but  I  sincerely  hope  that  in  teaching  them  the 
use  of  the  rod  he  will  not  impress  it  on  them  in  the  same 
manner  that  one  of  the  gamekeepers  at  Bayley  Wood  did  > 
on  the  three  of  ua  on  the  occasion  of  an  illicit  visit  to  that 
delightful  locality  for  butterflies.  Aa  near  aa  I  can  : 
remember  we  were  neither  of  us  able  afterwards  to  sit 
down  for  a  whole  fortnight  in  comfort  without  a  cushion. 
—Yours  truly,  G.  B.  S. 

London,  Feb.  8,  1900.   

DEATH  OF  MR.  G.  ANSTEY,  CASTLE  HILL,  N. 
DEVON. 

Dear  Sir,— I  deeply  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Mr. 
G.  Anstey.    He  was  the  best  fisherman  in  N.  Devon,  and 
died  last  week.    Well  known  to  Cutoliffe  and  the  many 
thousands  who  have  fished  the  Bray  and  streams  around 
Devon.    He  was  perfect  with  minnow,  esnecially  the 
"  Devon,"  using  it  when  the  late  Mr.  G.  Kingdon,  the 
nndoubted  inventor,  was  in  his  prime.  With  the  fly  no  one  ' 
oonld,  that  ever  I  siw,  equal  the  neatness  and  fineness  of  ; 
his  action.    The  worm  he  knew  to  perfection,  although  ■ 
the  fly  was  his  favourite  way  of  fishing.   Flies  were  made  '] 
by  him,  and  colour  was  a  secret.  Whoever  was  first  before 
him  did  not  prevent  his  taking  fish,  and  no  one  was  ever 
known  to  take  fish  when  fishing  behind.  Many  times  have 
I  fished  without  any  sport,  and  when  I  have  overtaken  him 
found  his  basket  full. 

He  was  the  fisherman  for  the  Earl  of  Foiteeoue.  so  that 
he  wae  obliged  to  fish  often.  Although  not  obliged  to 
take  this  office,  his  great  knowledge  and  ability  drew  him 
to  accepting  the  r  ffer.  I  have  heard  him  speak  of  his 
travels  with  Cutcliffe  and  his  catches,  and  fishing  with  a 
long  line  from  the  left  hand  his  throwing  the  fly  was  a 
perfect  art  with  him.  Being  so  well  known  here  (in 
Devon)  and  abroad  is  my  excuse  for  troubling  you  with  so 
long  a  letter.— Yours,  &o..  Rusty  Game. 

Barnstaple.  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  66  and  66, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.G.  j 
26,628.    Ivan  Werner  Johannes  Lindbohm,  Chanoer^^ 

lane,  London.     "  Improvements  in  electno 

fishing  apparatus." 
25,667.    George    Harris,     Chanoery-lane,  London. 

"  Improvements  in  or  connected  with  '  otter ' 

or  trawl  boards  for  use  with  fishing  nets  for 

trawling  purposes." 
19.909.    Pishing.    Patentee  :  D.  M.  Mefford,  Kenning- 

ton-road,  Surrey ;   relates  to  line  floats. 

The  line  is  passed  into  a  Y-shaped  slit,  in 

which   it  is  held  by  being  slipped  into 

incomplete  rings.    The  slit  may  or  may  not 

extend  to  the  axle  of  the  float. 


OaiBNTAL  Books  formerly  Issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  no* 
publlehed  bj  Sumpiion  Low,  Marston  and  Oo.,  Limited,  St 
Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter-Une,  Londoii.  Publishers  to  the  lodle 
OfHce.— A  OATALoenn  of  these  Text  Books,  Glass  Bool^i,  His- 
torlBR,  and  Indian  Qovornment  PnbllcatlmiR  oan  be  had  en 
appllcattoD 
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Occasional  notes. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Millions  of  Fish. — An  Extraordinary 
Sight  at  Sea. 

The  Fixcherei  Zeitung,  of  Stettin,  quotes  a 
letter  from  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  German 
New  Guinea,  Dr.  Schnee,  written  to  his  brother, 
Dr.  Schnee,  of  Noi  dhavsen.  Dr.  Schnee  was  in  a 
sailing  vessel  on  his  way  to  the  Solomon  Islands. 
Fish  abounded,  but  "  I  have  never,"  he  says, 
"  seen  anything  like  one  enormous  swarm  of  fish 
which  passed  near  our  ship,  millions  of  them 
lashing  the  water  into  foam  as  they  approached 
us.  The  big  fish  were  preying  on  the  smaller 
ones,  and  over  them  hung  a  great  cloud  of  birds 
of  prey,  of  which  every  now  and  then  one  would 
swoop  down  on  the  struggling  mass  of  fish.  In 
the  midst  of  the  swarm  we  saw  three  great  whales, 
which  every  now  and  again  opened  their 
enormous  mouths  and  swallowed  God  knows 
how  many  of  the  poor  fish  at  one  gulp.  It  was  a 
sight  which  but  few  mortals  can  have  ever  seen  ; 
even  our  captain  and  steersman    had  never 


witnessed  the  like.  In  order  to  fully  enjoy  the 
extraordinary  sight  we  quietly  allowed  the  swarm 
to  pass  by,  one  of  the  whales  coming  within  10yds. 
of  our  ship."  ^ 

D'Israeli,  somewhere  in  his  "  Curiosities  of 
Literature,"  begins  a  chapter  with  the  statement 
that  war  is  the  natural  condition  of  mankiiKl ; 
however  that  may  be,  it  certainly  is  the  natural 
condition  of  fishes,  who  are  also  the  prey  of  man 
and  other  beasts  and  birds.  We  hear  a  great  deal 
about  the  falling  off  of  our  salmon  fisheries,  and 
all  sorts  of  reasons  are  given  in  the  attempt  to 
account  for  it.  I  am  collecting  information  with 
respect  to  the  results  which  have  attended 
attempts  to  inci-ease  salmon  by  stocking  arti- 
ficially, both  in  Europe  and  America.  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  to  anyone  who  can  give  me  trust- 
worthy information,  especially  from  personal 
experience.  As  far  as  I  have  gone  at  pi-esent,  it 
seems  to  me  that  we  may  have  to  look  for  some  of 
the  causes  of  the  decline  in  our  salmon  fisheries 
much  farther  afield  than  anything  connected  with 
the  fresh-water  life  of  the  fish. 


There  are  some  interesting  items  for  fish 
breeders  in  Professor  Sieglin-Hohenheim's  annual 
report  on  "  Fish  Culture  in  Wurtemberg."  As 
the  result  of  artificial  stocking,  trout  brooks, 
which  formerly  produced  1001b.  of  trout  per 
lOOOjds  .  now  yield  from  2001b.  to  3001b.  As  yet 
there  are  no  8.igns  of  overstocking,  and  the 
market  price  of  trout  and  the  rents  of  fisheries 
increase  with  the  increased  supply  of  fish.  Quite 
contrary  to  our  experience  in  England,  it  seems 
that  the  American  brook  trout  {Salmo  fontinalis) 
is  now  established  in  at  least  seven  of  the  streams 
of  Wurtemberg,  and  for  some  years  past  has 
spawned  with  the  common  trout  "  to  the  complete 
satisfaction  of  the  fish  breeders."  Eggs  of 
Fontinalis  were  first  introduced  about  thirteen 
years  ago. 

The  Californian  rainbow  trout,  S.  irideus,  is 
mentioned  as  spawning  naturally  now  in  three 
Wurtemberg  streams,  as  well  as  in  several  pond?, 
and  Capt.  Ormrod  will  be  interested  in  the  fact 
that  the  German  fish  breeders  find,  as  he  has  done, 
that  the  fish  spawn  earlier  every  year — mufh 
earlier  than  in  their  native  streams.  For  instance, 
in  the  Rimbach  and  Herrgottsbach  rainbows  ripe 
for  spawning  have  been  taken  as  early  as  the 
middle  of  December,  whereas  in  the  first  year  or 
two  after  being  introduced  they  did  not  spawn 
until  the  spring.  "  As  a  consequence  of  this 
alteration  in  their  spawning  time,  it  is  possible 
that  the  fish  will  cross  with  our  native  trout, 
S.fario,  and  Scotch  trout,  8.  levenensis." 


May  is  considered  the  most  favourable  month 
for  carp  to  spawn  in  Wurtemberg,  but  last  year 
the  month  was  cold  and  wet,  and  the  fish  were 
kept  back  until  June  and  July,  the  weather  then 
being  so  warm  that  the  temperature  of  the  water 
was  most  favourable  to  the'spawningof  both  carp 
and  tench,  not  only  in  ponds,  but  even  in  the 
rivers,  which  is  rarely  the  case  in  Wurtemberg. 
Black  bass  and  pike-perch  in  suitable  ponds  also 
spawned  freely.  Successful  stocking  with  pike- 
perch  is  reported  from  some  of  the  tributaries  of 
the  Neckar,  and  in  those  on  the  Wurtemberg  side 
of  Lake  Constance  fish  up  to  101b.  and  121b.  being 
taken.   


I  am  very  glad  to  see  from  reports  which  have 
appeared  from  time  to  time  in  the  German 
fishing  papers  that  the  efforts  of  German  fish 
breeders  and  owners  of  fisheries  to  stop  river 
pollutions  of  all  kinds  are  having  most  satisfac- 
tory results.  Our  practical  German  friends  farm 
all  their  rivers  and  lakes  and  ponds  for  all  they 
are  worth,  and  when  they  are  naturally  worthless 
they  soon  reclaim  them,  as  we  do  land.  The 
immense  development  of  manufactures  of  all 
kind  all  over  Germany  during  the  last  five- 
and-twenty  years  caused  an  enormously  in- 
creased demand  for  water  power  and  pure 
water.  In  the  most  remote  country  dis- 
tricts, in  almost  every  valley  where  there 
is  a  stream,  mills  and  factories  of  all  kinds, 
chemical  works,  tanneries,  &c.,  have  come  into 
existence.  At  first  they  did  what  our  manufac- 
turers have  so  long  done — took  the  pui-e  water 
above  them,  poisoned  it,  and  then  turned  it  into 


the  stream  Vjelow  them,  and  laughed  at  the  fish 
breeders  and  fishery  owners  who  came  to  tell 
them  they  were  ruining  them.  So  the  German 
fish  breeders  and  owners  of  fisheries  took  the 
matter  in  hand,  and  combined  to  fight  the  river 
destroyers,  and  forced  them  to  keep  their  bleach, 
and  dye,  and  chemical  refuse  out  of  the  water,  or 
at  least  to  make  it  harmless  to  fish,  insect,  and 
vegetable  life.   

Of  course  when  the  German  manufacturers 
found  it  was  expensive  work  to  poison  trout  and 
other  streams,  being  practical  people  they  called 
in  some  professor  of  chemistry,  and  he  generally 
found  out  that  the  supposed  valueless  waste 
product  was  most  valuable  matter  in  the  wrong 
place,  and  that  instead  of  poisoning  fish  it  was 
wanted  in  one  or  other  of  the  trades  which 
German  enterprise  is  developing  so  splendidly. 

Last  year  the  celluloid  manufacturers  in  Wur- 
temberg discovered  how  to  make  the  waste  from 
their  factories  harmless,  and  Dr.  Sieglin-Hohen- 
heim  speaks  hopefully  of  the  time  when  it  will  be 
possible  for  fishculture  to  step  in  and  re-establish 
fish  life  in  waters  which  have  long  been  barren. 


From  the  information  I  gave  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  a  week  or  two  ago  about  the  great  exhibi- 
tion at  Paris,  to  be  held  this  year,  it  will  be  seen 
that  one  of  the  subjects  to  be  dealt  with  at  the 
International  Fisheries  Congress  will  be  the 
poisoning  and  destruction  of  fish  and  other  lifo 
by  refuse  from  factories,  towns,  &c.,  and  how  to 
prevent  it.  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  to 
that  powerful  and  enterprising  body  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company  of  London,  that  if  they  ap- 
pointed a  small  commission  of  experts  to 
attend  the  congress  with  a  view  to  study 
this  question,  they  would  obtain  information  of 
great  value,  probably  of  inestimable  value,  to  all 
the  inland  fisheries  of  this  country ;  and  not  only 
to  the  fisheries,  but  to  the  manufactui-ers  and 
landowners  and  the  community  generally.  Pure 
water  is  becoming  scarcer  and  more  valuable  every 
year  in  this  country.  Look  at  the  river  Lea, 
which  supplies  millions  of  the  inhabitants  of 
London  with  water ;  it  is  gradually  being  pumped 
dry,  and  yet  a  town  like  Hertford  is  permitted  to 
send  its  sewage  into  the  water  we  drink.  An  out- 
break of  typhoid  fever  in  Hertford  may  infect  the 
whole  water  supply  taken  below  that  town. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


"SNOWED  OFF." 


The  salmon  angling  season  in  the  bulk  of 
Scotch  waters  was  ushered  in  on  Monday  under  the 
most  adverse  circumstances  that  can  well  be 
imagined.  The  thermometer  stood  at  20  degrees 
below  freezing  point,  and  had  been  so  for  more 
than  a  week  past.  All  over  the  country  the  rivers 
and  streams  were  literally  frozen  over,  and 
skaters  and  curlers  were  busily  disporting  them- 
selves where  anglers  had  hoped  to  have  been. 
Only  here  and  there  was  thei-e  a  streak  of  running 
water  to  be  seen,  and  even  that  choked  with  grue. 
As  far  as  known,  no  angling  was  attempted  on 
the  opening  day,  and  for  a  certainty  no  fish  were 
killed.  Under  the  adamantine  grip  of  "  King 
Frost "  and  a  still  falling  thermometer  it  could 
not  have  been  otherwise. 

Even  the  netsmen  were  out  of  it  as  far  as  the 
river  and  some  of  the  tidal  stations  were  concerned, 
and,  with  much  chagrin  and  disappointment, 
they  had  to  forego  their  usual  rich  harvest  and 
stand  by  till  Nature  wore  a  more  benign  aspect, 
and  relief  should  come  with  the  welcome  thaw. 

It  is  five  years  since  Dame  Nature  played 
similar  pranks  with  the  early  spring  angler,  and 
kept  him  waiting  till  the  middle  of  March  before 
a  free  cast  could  be  got ;  and  even  then  it  was, 
for  a  couple  of  weeks  at  least,  a  matter  of  angling 
oft'  the  ice.  Then,  however,  the  winter  set  in  with 
the  advent  of  the  new  year,  and  held  on  with 
intense  fierceness  till  near  the  lambing  days  of 
April,  and  from  the  first  the  opening  prospects 
were  blighted,  and  what  preparations  were  made, 
and  disappointments  risked,  were  with  the  full 
knowledge  of  the  then  existing  adverse  circum- 
stances. The  present  cold  snap,  however,  has 
been  precipitated  somewhat  unexpectedly,  just 
when  angling  was  getting  into  full  swing  upon 
the  Tay  and  Helmsdale,  had  just  opened  on  the 
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Tweed,  and  was  about  to  open  on  the  Dee,  Spey, 
Deveron,  Ness,  and  bulk  of  Scotch  waters 
generally.  And  this  after  one  of  the  most 
desirable  open  winters  known  within  a  dozen 
years  past.  Why,  it  was  only  the  other  day  that 
skaters  and  curlers  were  regretting  the  entire  loss 
of  their  season,  and  the  brooms  and  stones  of 
more  than  one  flourishing  club,  whose  greatest 
boon  in  life  is  an  annual  hoot  at  the  "  roaring 
game  "  so  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  rustic  Scotch- 
man, were  laid  past  for  the  season,  and  their 
fixtures  declared  off,  when  this  blessing  (fell 
calamity  to  the  angler)  whirled  round. 

That  they  are  having  their  innings  just  now 
goes  without  saying,  and  the  columns  of  reports 
of  Bonspiels  and  curling  matches  all  over  the 
country,  from  John  O'Groat's  to  Maiden  Kii'k,  is 
evidence  enough  of  the  blight  that  has  fallen 
upon  the  opening  days  of  the  eai-ly  salmon  angling 
season. 

Tet  up  to  a  short  week  or  so  ago  the  prospects 
of  the  spring  angler  were,  if  not  of  the  brightest, 
at  least  as  good  as  any  seen  during  the  past 
decade.  Since  the  early  days  of  November  the 
rivers  and  streams  have  been  in  tip-top  fettle  for 
an  excellent  spawning  season,  for  an  early 
clearance  of  spent  fish,  and  for  inducing  a 
prolific  run  of  incoming  springers.  Clean 
fish  have  been  met  with  freely  on  the  Tay 
when  angling  could  be  enjoyed  under  any- 
thing like  favom-able  conditions.  Fresh  run 
fish  have  been  seen  on  such  snatch  occasions 
as  were  permitted  by  the  state  of  the  prevailing 
high  waters  on  the  Glentana  and  higher  reaches 
of  the  Dee,  Deveron,  and  other  early  streams; 
and  it  was  confidently  anticipated  that  good  sport 
would  certainly  be  obtained  on  these  and  the 
beats  below  them  on  the  opening  days  of  the 
season,  while  angling  all  over  would  be  earlier 
than  usual,  and  much  more  assured  on  the  higher 
beats  of  the  larger  rivers  than  in  an  average 
season.  Of  course,  these  conditions  so  far  yet 
hold  good.  The  fish  are  in  the  pools,  and,  with 
the  advent  of  more  genial  weather,  all  may  yet 
be  well,  and  the  confident  anticipations  of  the 
most  sanguine  in  a  measure  fully  realised.  Fish 
do  not  travel  fast  in  a  low  temperature,  yet  they 
do  travel,  and  may  even  now  be  pushing  upstream 
under  the  ice  wherever  there  is  a  sufficient  flow  of 
water.  They  run  in  from  the  sea,  at  any  rate, 
and  although  their  journey  upstream  in  a  river 
icebound  or  choke  full  of  ice  may  be  precariously 
slow  at  the  best,  and  at  times  fatal  to  not  a  few, 
when  nipped  on  the  shallows,  yet  the  bulk  of  the 
migration  are  safe  enough  in  the  deeper  pools 
and  in  the  clefts  and  eddies  of  the  river  bed,  and 
will  soon  make  their  presence  known  to  the 
allui'ing  fly  or  spinning  phantom  whenever  and 
wherever  the  melting  flotsam  permits  of  a  cast. 

"  There  is  never  an  ill  but  there  might  have 
been  a  worse  "  is  true  of  the  present  condition  of 
the  early  spring  angler  who  may  be  lamenting 
that  as  yet  he  has  not  been  permitted  to  wet  a 
line.  It  ia  much  better  to  have  been  snowed  off 
the  water  than  to  have  been  snowed  up  at  it,  which 
the  bulk  of  the  early  spring  anglers  have  just 
been  saved.  Had  the  present  hard  conditions 
b^jen  precipitated  a  week  later  than  was  the  case, 
it  would  have  taken  the  angler  short  at  the  water 
sidp.  He  would  then  have  had  the  chagrin  of 
having  had  to  face  all  the  rigours  of  an  Arctic 
season.  He  might  even  have  been  snowed  up  on 
some  highland  way-side  line  for  days,  and  left  to 
find  his  way  to  warmth  and  comfort  as  best  he 
could  in  an  inhospitable  country  not  over  provided 
with  more  than  the  bare  necessities  of  life,  to  say 
nothing  of  a  civilised  existence.  Not  that  the 
people  of  the  country  are  inhospitable,  in  a  land 
where  hospitality,  and  especially  to  a  stranger,  is 
secxjnd  nature  and  akin  to  religion,  but  then  there 
are  fewcountry  houses  open  just  now.and  inns  with 
the  usual  "accommodation  for  man  and  beast" 
are  sometimes  few  and  far  between  in  the  glens 
and  valleys  where  the  snow  wreathes  love  to 
gather  and  winter  reigns  supreme.  There  is 
never  a  los-t  but  what  there  is  some  compensating 
gain,  if  it  can  only  be  seen.  It  is  much  better  to 
be  "  snowed  off  "  the  water  for  a  week  or  so  at 
the  start  than  to  be  snowed  up  at  an  out  of  the 
way  fishing  retreat,  with  rods  laid  idly  by,  and 
nothing  Ixit  one's  dreary  thoughts  to  keep  one 
fX)mpany,  for  even  the  cheeriest  companion's 
jokes  will  pale  and  his  rippling  laughter  fall  with 
mocking  echoes  in  the  teeth  of  a  blinding  north- 
eaater  continued  for  days  on  end — nothing  but  a 


time  of  drifting,  powdery  snow  and  a  wild,  broad 
expanse  of  bleak,  chilling,  wintry  weather.  The  few 
early  spring  anglers  who  have  been  hardy  enough 
to  be  tempted  north  to  the  Tay  and  other  early 
streams,  and  those  who  have  risked  putting  in  an 
appearance  on  the  other  reaches  which  opened  on 
Monday,  have  to  grin  and  bear ;  but  happily  the 
strength  of  the  early  spring  anglers  have  not  yet 
come  upon  the  scene  of  the  season's  operations, 
and  they  must  perforce  possess  their  souls  in 
patience  till  a  change  takes  place,  if  it  has  not 
already  done  so.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  best  part  of 
the  opening  should  have  to  be  foregone — forfeited 
to  King  Frost,  for  a  slight  fall  of  snow  in  itself  is 
nothing.  It  is  an  extreme  disappointment  to 
those  busy  men  who  can  only  spare  a  month  off, 
and  that  one  happens  to  be  the  first  of  the  season, 
and  such  a  season  as  the  present ;  but  it  cannot 
be  helped.  "  Just  my  luck,"  said  a  London 
barrister,  who  came  north  on  Saturday  last  to  be 
in  at  the  opening  on  Monday  on  a  mid-reach  of  the 
Dee,  but  who,  when  he  looked  out  on  the  river, 
almost  then  closed  with  ice  down  in  the  tidal 
reaches,  broke  his  journey  at  Aberdeen,  looked  in 
upon  some  friends  at  the  Northern  Club,  and  then 
went  back  again  with  the  evening  train.  "  For 
the  past  five  yeai-s  I  have  been  served  the  same 
way.  If  I  have  the  first  of  the  water  in  the 
spring  I'm  snowed  off ;  if  I  have  the  last  month 
(April),  the  fish  are  all  through.  In  the  autumn 
I  am  no  better.  If  I  come  down  in  September 
the  river  is  dry.  If  I  come  in  October  the  river 
runs  volumes  too  big.  Just  my  luck  ! "  Of 
course  he  was  comforted  that  as  soon  as  a  thaw 
set  in  he  would  be  wired,  and  as  it  is  a  long 
lane  that  never  has  a  turning,  the  turn  may 
come  soon  in  spite  of  the  old  saw  that  says  as 
the  day  lengthens  the  cold  strengthens,  and 
the  prognostications  of  the  weather  prophets 
who  see  in  the  flocks  of  the  migratory  sea  fowl  a 
longer  lease  of  the  present  wintry  spell  than  is  at 
all  desirable. 

The  present  check  to  the  opening  of  the  season 
under  auspicious  circumstances  may  be  used  as  an 
argument  against  an  earlier  change  of  the  opening 
date  on  such  rivers  as  the  Dee,  Spey,  Ness,  &c  , 
which  have  an  early  show  of  spring  fish,  and 
which  influential  lessees  and  proprietors  are 
agitating  to  get  opened  some  weeks  earlier  than 
at  present  From  the  Tay,  which  was  granted  an 
extension  a  few  years  back,  the  query  comes  if  the 
game  be  worth  the  candle  ?  At  first  brush  they 
have  apparently  all  the  forces  on  their  side,  for 
what  is  granted  in  the  spring  is  lopped  off  from 
the  autumn  season,  and  for  the  nonce  the  spring 
opening  has  been  wasted.  But  it  is  not  a  question 
of  weather  at  all,  it  is  a  matter  of  sport.  If  fish 
can  be  got,  then,  ceteris  paribus,  let  the  fisher  get 
at  them.  If  the  weather  is  to  regulate  the 
opening,  then,  by  all  that's  icy  cold,  the  bulk  of 
Scotch  angling  waters  have  opened  a  week  at 
least,  and  it  may  be  a  fortnight,  all  too  soon. 

G.  M. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  TAW, 
MID  DEVON. 


In  a  pleasant  and  very  fertile  valley  in  th'^ 
heart  of  Devonshire,  through  which  meanders  the 
sometimes  rippling,  and,  anon,  the  gently  flowing 
Taw,  is  a  tiny  station  on  the  London  and  South- 
western Railway,  recently  my  destination  as  a 
brief-time  visitor  to  Eggesford.  The  village 
possessing  this  unassuming  title  is  some  distantie 
from  the  river,  but  hard  by  the  station  is  an  hotel 
which  merits  no  mean  reputation. 

The  heat  of  the  June  sun  at  the  time  of  my 
arrival  was  intense ;  and  it  was  convenient  to 
have  no  toilsome  journey  to  make  ere  obtaining 
refreshment  and  quarters  Inquiries  as  to  trout 
fishing  led  to  my  being  readily  provided  with  a 
visitor's  ticket,  giving  permission  to  fish  "  on  the 
Taw  and  Little  Dart,  fiom  their  junctions  to  Taw 
Bridge  on  the  Taw,  and  to  Drayford  Bridge  on 
the  Uart,  over  the  lands  only  of  the  Earl  of 
Portsmouth,  Sir  F.  Williams,  Bart.,  J.  Tremayno, 
Esq.,  and  R.  G.  Luxton,  Esq."  This  ticket  was 
granted  under  certain  conditions,  very  wisely 
imposed,  the  two  most  important  being:  (1)  All  fish 
taken  from  the  Taw  under  8in.,  and  fish  from  the 
Little  Dart  under  7in.,  are  to  be  returned  to  the 
river.  (2)  No  fishing  with  the  minnow  until 
May  1 .  It  is  a  matter  of  opinion  whether  it  is 
desirable  to  allow  minnow  fishing  at  all  in  these 


rivers ;  at  any  rate.  May  1  seems  somewhat  early 
to  permit  it. 

From  an  obliging  resident  in  the  locality  I 
gathered  that  the  trout  fishing  of  the  Taw  is 
good ;  that  several  miles  of  water,  either  up  or 
down  stream,  may  be  angled  in  by  holders  of 
hotel  tickets;  that  trout,  though  not  large,  are 
plentiful ;  that  the  banks  of  the  river  are  well 
wooded,  but  that  fly  fishing  fi-om  the  side  is 
possible  in  most  places ;  that  salmon  ascend  the 
stream,  and  that  rod  and  line  licences  to  catch 
them  may  be  obtained  at  10s.  each.  Incidentally 
I  gleaned  that  anglers  had  been  known  to  first 
catch  their  salmon — a  proceeding  scarcely  to  be 
commended. 

Leaning  over  the  stone  bridge  which  spans  the 
Taw  quite  close  to  the  level  crossing  at  the 
station,  I  had  my  attention  arrested  by  the  move- 
ments of  several  salmon  which  were  now  and 
again  coming  to  the  surface.  There  is  a  full  and 
faiily  deep  water  below  the  bridge,  but  the 
salmon  evidently  had  no  intention,  in  the  prevail- 
ing state  of  the  water,  to  essay  to  pass  to  the 
quiet  reaches  above.  Although  these  goodly  fish 
were  sporting  well,  I  did  not  succumb  to  the 
temptation  to  try  for  them,  but,  proceeding 
upstream  through  sweet  meadows,  and  enjoying 
the  reposeful  scenery,  I  commenced — with  little 
enthusiasm,  for  it  was  still  vei-y  hot — to  fish  for 
trout.  So  bright  was  the  weather  that  I  was  not 
unprepared  for  the  ill  -  success  which  I  expe- 
rienced, although  natural  flies  were  on  the  water 
in  profusion,  the  May  Fly  conspicuous  among 
them.  An  imitation  of  the  latter,  which  I 
proffered  as  cai-efuUy  as  I  knew  how,  was  scorn- 
fully refused  by  several  trout  successively.  These 
were  rising  in  a  half-hearted  manner  in  a  quiet 
stretch  of  water.  Red  Spinner,  March  Brown,  a 
few  Duns  and  Gnats,  and  sundry  other  patterns 
likewise  failed  to  meet  their  approval,  and  I 
retired  to  the  grateful  shade  of  a  spreading  oak 
to  think  things  out  and  view  my  surroundings. 
The  attractions  of  Eggesford,  I  had  read,  include 
"  any  amount  of  bird  life,"  and  to  the  truth  of 
this  statement  I  can  bear  testimony,  having  had 
agreeable  ocular  and  auricular  demonstration.  It 
may  be  of  passing  interest  to  record  a  find  that 
I  made  later  in  the  day.  A  coot  rose  with 
startling  flight  from  beneath  a  willow  bush,  and, 
suspecting  the  presence  of  a  nest,  I  searched,  and 
soon  came  upon  it.  It  was  absolutely  filled  with 
eggs,  and,  counting  them  in  my  curiosity,  I 
totalled  them  at  eighteen— truly  a  fine  clutch. 
Whether  one  coot  had  laid  them,  perhaps,  for  a 
wager,  or  whether  there  had  been  a  competition 
between  a  pair  of  hen  birds  on  the  nest  I  leave 
better  naturalists  than  am  I  to  offer  opinion. 

Trout  began  to  rise  freely  towards  sundown, 
and,  putting  up  a  yellow-bodied  March  Brown 
and  a  Red  Spinner,  I  took  several  small  but 
proportionate  and  prettily  marked  fish — alas !  all 
under  the  limit. 

Two  good  trout  I  lost  owing  to  a  defective 
hook,  and  at  dusk  I  had  to  return  to  my  quarters 
with  an  empty  creel,  hooted  for  some  distance  by 
an  ill-natured  owl,  whose  home  was  in  a  thick 
wood  near  the  scene  of  my  failures.  At  the  hotel 
a  visitor,  who  was  an  older  and  evidently  more 
skilled  angler  than  myself,  informed  me  that  he 
had  managed  to  secure  three  or  four  brace  of 
sizeable  trout  on  most  evenings  during  his  visit. 
I,  however,  came  to  the  conclusion,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  that  the  proportion  of  trout  in  this  part 
of  the  Taw  over  the  8-inch  limit  is  at  present  not 
considerable. 

If  the  angling  conditions  be  carefully  enforced, 
and  the  stream  and  it^  tributaries  well  protected, 
particularly  during  the  spawning  season,  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  trout  fishing  will 
in  a  short  time  be  exceptionally  good  ;  espedally 
since  the  "  Hotel  water  was  re-stocked  three  years 
ago  with  1000  yearlings  from  the  Brunton 
fishery."    (Vide  Fi><hiii(j  Gazette,  April  22,  18i)9  ) 

HAFaBN. 


ANGLING  ON  THifl  DART. 


THOtJSA.NDS  of  tourists  annually  find  a  subtle 
charm  attaching  to  the  English  Rhine,  as  the 
Dart  is  deservedly  named  on  account  of  the 
almost  unrivalled  picturesqueness  of  its  tcenery, 
as  viewed  from  the  decks  of  the  comfortable 
steamers  which  ply  between  Dartmouth  and  the 
historic  and  ancient  borough  of  Totnes.    To  the 
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angler,  however,  the  Dart  possesses  greater  attrac- 
tions than  steamer  trips  and  beautiful  landscape, 
for,  stretching  away  from  Totnes  to  the  very  heart 
of  Dartmoor,  the  river  affords  ample  scope  for 
indulgence  in  "the  gentle  art,"  which,  to 
keen  followers  of  Izaak  Walton,  is  the  king  of 
pastimes.  The  angler  will  find  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  lodgings  at  reasonable  prices,  within 
convenient  reach  of  the  river,  at  almost  any 
particular  spot  he  may  select.  At  Totnes,  on  the 
main  line  of  the  G.W.R.,  there  is  plenty  of 
accommodation  at  hotels  and  private  lodging- 
houses,  and  for  "  off  days  "  there  is  much  that  is 
old-world  and  historic  in  the  midst  of  a  beautiful 
neighbourhood,  Torquay,  "the  queen  of  watering- 
places,"  being  only  eight  miles  distant.  The 
Weir,  marking  the  commencement  of  the  fishing 
waters,  is  but  a  few  minutes'  walk  from  the 
town,  whilst  the  branch  line  to  Staverton 
{3i  miles),  Buckfastleigh  (7  miles),  and  Ashbur- 
ton  (9h  miles),  is  an  inestimable  boon  to 
fishermen.  The  fii-st-named  is  the  village  resort 
of  many  angling  visitors,  and  at  Ashburton, 
which  is  in  close  touch  with  the  moor,  there  are 
good  hotels.  As  to  the  moor  itself,  perhaps,  if 
one  wishes  to  thoroughly  enjoy  a  summer  holiday 
"  away  from  the  busy  haunts  of  men,"  Dartmoor 
is  an  ideal  spot,  to  say  nothing  of  the  grand  sport 
which  the  hardy  moorland  fish  are  certain  to 


and  Kilbury,  the  cost  of  these  works  not  falling 
far  short  of  £1000,  whilst  the  new  salmon  pass  at 
Totnes  Weir  represents  an  expenditure  of  £400, 
another  £100  being  paid  to  the  mill  owners  for 
the  right  of  having  an  extra  4in.  of  water  running 
over  the  pass.  Schemes  to  prevent  pollution  are 
in  active  progress,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to 
oppose  encroachments  by  the  water  companies,  so 
that  the  interests  of  the  river  are  jealously 
guarded.  The  Dart  Angling  Association  is  doing 
good  work,  and  with  their  tickets  the  right  side 
of  the  river  can  be  fished  from  Totnes  to  Buck- 
fastleigh, the  left  from  Buckfastleigh  to  Hood 
Bridge,  and  both  banks  of  the  Hems.  The 
Association,  of  which  Mr.  G.  F.  Kellock,  Totnes, 
is  secretary,  is  negotiating  with  the  railway 
company  for  cheap  fares  to  anglers,  the  erection  of 
artificial  weirs  and  the  acquiring  of  further  rights 
being  other  objects  in  view.  Association  tickets  are 
sold  as  follows  :  Whole  season,  salmon  and  trout, 
£1 ;  weekly,  10s. ;  daily  2s.  6d.  Whole  season,  trout, 
10s. ;  weekly,  5s. ;  daily,  2s.  Nursery  pool  is 
reserved  for  fly  fishing  only  ;  no  worm  fishing  is 
allowed  before  April  1,  and  no  bait  excepting 
artificial  flies  can  be  used  within  100yds.  of  Totnes 
Weir,  except  during  March.  Some  four  miles  of 
water  on  the  left  side  along  the  Dartington  estate 
is  private,  and  the  Hon.  R.  Dawson  (who,  by  the 
bye,   is  experimenting   with    the   breeding  of 
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'•  The  Deadwater." 


[F.  W.  Noakes,  Totnes. 


provide.  Were  this  not  an  article  giving  some 
information  to  the  angler,  the  temptation  to 
enlarge  on  the  wild,  romantic  nature  of  the  great 
expanse  of  heather  covered  country,  the  rugged 
tors,  and  bracing  moorland  air  would  be  too 
strong.  At  any  rate,  of  hospitable  farmhouses 
and  hostelries  there  will  be  found  no  lack.  There 
is  the  Church  House  Inn  at  Holne,  the  Forest 
Inn  (near  Huccaby  Bridge)  at  Hexworthy, 
accommodation  can  be  had  at  both  Dartmeet 
and  Two  Bridges,  whilst  there  is  the  Duchy 
Hotel  at  Princetown. 

The  river  is  under  the  control  of  the  Dart  Board 
of  Conservators  (clerk,  Mr.  E.  Windeatt,  Totnes), 
the  prices  of  their  licences  being  as  follows :  Whole 
season,  salmon  and  trout,  £1 ;  weekly  ditto, 
7s.  6d. ;  daily  ditto,  4/9. ;  whole  season,  trout  only, 
10s. ;  monthly,  .58. ;  daily,  28.  The  charges  for 
day  tickets  have  just  been  doubled,  being  pre- 
viously 28.  and  Is.,  it  having  been  urged  that  the 
one-day  anglers  came  on  the  river  after  a  spate, 
and  secured  the  pick  of  the  fishing,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  regular  rods.  The  chairman  of  the 
board  (the  Hon.  R.  Dawson)  has,  however, 
^ven  notice  of  his  intention  to  oppose  the 
increase.  Of  late  years  much  has  been  done 
to  improve  the  fiahing  of  the  river  by  re- 
building  the   weirs   at    Staverton,  Buckfast, 


salmon)  has  a  preserved  portion  at  Holne  Chase, 
and  a  small  charge  is  made  by  the  Duchy  of 
Cornwall  for  the  privilege  of  fishing  from  Bengy 
Tor  to  beyond  Princetown.  The  season  com- 
mences on  March  1,  and  closes  on  the  last  day  of 
September  for  trout,  and  Oct.  15  for  salmon  and 
peal,  the  minimum  length  of  trout  to  be  retained 
being  Gin. 

In  the  months  of  July  and  August  there  is  a 
good  run  of  peal,  from  fib.  to  31b.  in  weight. 
Undoubtedly  the  Dart  is  in  the  first  rank 
among  the  salmon  rivers  of  Devon,  although, 
in  common  with  nearly  every  other  stream 
in  the  country,  last  year's  record  was 
exceptionally  bad,  almost  to  the  point  of  being 
discouraging,  in  each  branch  of  the  sport.  In  the 
rough  estimate  issued  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by 
the  Conservators,  the  total  weight  of  salmon 
taken  by  rod  did  not  reach  10001b.,  it  being  calcu- 
lated that  1700  salmon,  weighing  17,0001b.,  were 
taken  by  the  nets  at  Totnes,  Stoke  Gabriel,  &c. 
What  a  splendid  salmon  river  the  Dart  would  be 
were  there  no  fishery  at  Totnes  Weir  !  The  fish 
lie  in  the  pool,  and  over  a  hundred  have  been 
netted  at  once,  but  a  third  of  that  number  is  a 
big  haul  nowadays.  It  is,  however,  to  the 
quest  of  trout  that  the  Dart  owes  the  bulk  of 
its  patronage ;  but  it  is  not  in  the  hope  of  basket- 


ing big  fish  that  the  attraction  lies,  for  the  river  is 
swift  running,  and  consequently  trout  do  not 
attain  the  size  of  those  on  some  of  the  greater 
streams.  Especially  is  this  the  caee  with  the  fish 
to  be  captured  in  the  waters  of  the  moorland,  but 
it  must  not  be  infeired  that  the  sport  to  be 
obtained  is  one  whit  the  less  exciting  on  that 
account.  The  surrounding  circumstances  of  the 
Dart  do  not  favour  the  introduction  of  a  larger 
breed  of  trout,  there  not  being  the  food  necessary 
for  thfcir  development,  and  the  average  size  is 
from  4oz.  to  8oz. ;  but  although  small  the  fish  are 
exceedingly  game  and  cunning,  and  show  excel- 
lent sport,  giving  more  play  than  the  one  and 
two-pounders  of  deep,  sluggish  waters.  Larger 
fish  are  to  be  killed,  however,  chiefly  in  the  pools 
of  the  lower  waters,  and  the  visitor  will  be 
interesttd  in  a  little  information  as  to  the  eight 
miles  of  fishing  between  Totnes  and  Buckfast- 
leigh. 

Upstream  from  the  weir  is  one  and  a  half  miles 
of  deep  water,  varying  from  SOyds.  to  100^ ds.  in 
width,  with  wooded  banks,  with  good  fishing,  if 
somewhat  difficult  to  secure.  It  is  this  stretch, 
locally  known  as  the  Deadwater,  which  the 
photo  here  produced  represents.  In  the  lower 
waters — very  slow  running — the  largest  fish  are 
killed  during  the  summer  months,  taking  fairly 
well  to  such  natural  bait  as  the  Wood  Fly,  Blue- 
bottle, Coch-a-bondhu  Fly  with  gentle  on  end  of 
hook;  or,  in  a  good  easterly  wind,  the  artificial 
flies  are  useful.  The  first  piece  of  broken  water 
is  Folly  Stickle,  where  trout  take  to  a  fly  or 
small  minnow  (Devon),  whilst  salmon  and  peal  lie 
at  the  bottom  of  this  run  after  a  freshet.  In 
Park  Stickle,  half  a  mile  higher,  the  water  is  more 
broken,  and  there  are  several  runs  that  can  only 
be  fished  by  wading.  Nice  fish  are  to  be  found  in 
Staverton  Weir  Pool,  wading  being  necessary, 
and  the  next  piece  of  fly  fishing  is  at  Hood  Weir. 
Between  Staverton  and  Hood  fish  are  caught 
with  natural  bait  in  the  summer,  but  the  runs 
at  the  bottom  of  Hood  Weir  are  somewhat 
difiicult  for  an  amateur  to  fish.  From  Hood 
Bridge  to  Buckfastleigh  is  a  continuation  of 
runs  and  pools,  all  of  which  should  be  tried,  the 
railway  bank  of  the  river  being  generally  fished 
from,  although  in  June  and  July  the  river  can  be 
crossed  with  waders  at  various  points.  The  flies 
for  trout  mostly  used  are  red  and  blue,  nearly 
always  hackle,  but  there  are  many  purely  local 
flies  for  peal,  such  as  Alexandria,  small  Silver 
Doctor,  and  Silver  Drake.  All  these  flies  can  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin,  46,  High-street, 
Totnes,  a  life-long  and  enthusiastic  angler  and 
keen  sportsman,  who  will  also  supply  licences  and 
impart  information  as  to  tackle,  bait,  or  the 
fishing  of  the  river  in  general.  No  difiiculty 
should  be  experienced  in  obtaining  licences,  as 
these  may  be  had  of  the  agents  in  the  adjacent 
towns  and  on  the  moor. 

Anglers  desiring  to  reach  the  streams  from  the 
direction  of  Plymouth  cannot  do  better  than  pay 
a  visit  to  Mr.  William  Hearder,  the  well-known 
fishing  authority,  of  Union-street,  to  obtain 
licences,  and,  what  is  more  important,  advice. 
Princetown,  some  twenty  miles  from  Plymouth, 
will  make  good  headquarters  for  the  angler  on 
that  side  of  the  moor,  and  there  is  Two  Bridges 
just  beyond.  There  are  many  streams,  such  as 
the  Cowsick,  Blackabrook,  East  and  West  Dart, 
Webburn,  &c.,  all  good  for  trout,  the  artificial 
flies  being  generally  used,  the  Blue  Upright  being 
about  the  most  successful.  The  Half  Stone, 
Black  Gnat,  and  Coachman  are  also  much  used, 
whilst  the  small  natural  minnow  is  a  favourite 
bait.  Salmon  have  been  caught  a  long  way  up 
the  moorland  streams,  and  there  are  many  anglers, 
residents  on  Dartmoor,  who  make  the  capture  of 
salmon  their  chief  aim.  Altogether  the  Dart 
offers  considerable  attractions  to  sportsmen,  more 
than  compensating  for  the  disadvantages  which 
may  be  apparent.  Seasons  of  exceptional  drought 
are  bound  to  have  a  depressing  effect  on  sport, 
but  there  is  much  to  foster  the  hope  that  the  Dart 
district,  by  further  attention  and  improvement  to 
the  river,  will  attain  greater  fame  as  an  angling 
centre.  C.  Y.  B. 


To  Fly  Debssers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2b.  net,  or  post  free  for  2fl.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices;  or  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Tront  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian,"  of  the  Fishing  QazMe.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  bandy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s  2d.  to  Sampson  Low.  Marston  and  Co., 
St.  Dunstan'B  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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A   RBD-LETTEK   DAY  AT 
SOUTHWICK. 


"  Thank  goodness  I  Friday  night  at  last !  " 
said  the  writer  one  September  evening,  as  he 
hurried  away  home  after  a  trying  and  tiring  week 
of  school  work,  for  summer  heat  lasted  late  that 
year,  to  seize  his  tackle  and  make  bis  way  to  the 
station  and  catch  the  9.47  p.m.  train  for  Brighton. 
"  Everything  has  been  packed  and  ready  ?  "  "  Then 
all  is  right,  and  I  am  off !  No  doubt  I  shall  find 
some  of  our  members  in  the  train  to  keep  me 
company.  Don't  forget  to  come  and  meet  me,  I 
am  sure  to  want  someone  to  help  me  with  the 
load  home."  "  Yes,  I  am  sure  you  will,  if  you 
bring  back  as  many  fish  as  last  time,"  was  the 
little  wife's  chaffing  reply.  I  had  not  been 
pai'ticularly  successful  lately,  certainly,  and  fail- 
ing to  think  of  a  crushing  reply  to  this  reproof 
until  too  late,  I  meekly  found  my  way  to  a 
"  smoker,"  and  by  11.30  was  eagerly  breathing  in 
big  gulps  of  fresh  sea  air,  so  refi'eshing  after  a 
stuffy  London  schoolroom,  at  primitive  little 
Southwick,  half-way  between  the  bustle  and 
fashion  of  Brighton  and  the  sober  steadiness  of 
the  little  coasting-trade  harbour  of  Shoreham. 
P.  (the  boatman)  was  waiting  with  beaming 
smiles  to  take  the  implements  of  war  and  welcome 
one,  as  do  all  the  good  folks  of  Southwick 
welcome  an  angler,  with  the  pleasant  news  that 
"  We  are  sure  to  get  a  splendid  catch  to-morrow, 
as  everyone  who  has  been  out  lately  has  brought 
back  boatloads  of  fish."  Nor  is  our  good  hostess 
less  warm  in  her  welcome,  and  while  we  do 
justice  to  supper  we  hear  all  the  latest  intelligence, 
and  make  our  plans  for  to-morrow.  "  What  time 
do  we  start,  P.  ?  "  I  ask.  "  Well,  sir,  I  think  we 
ought  to  be  afloat  at  six  o'clock,  the  tide  will  just 
suit  to  take  us  out.  (N.B. — Our  boatman  does 
not  believe  in  rowing  if  he  can  sail,  or  make  the 
tide  do  its  share  of  the  work.)  We  can  try  first 
for  some  dabs,  and  see  what  the  day  looks  like 
before  we  go  out  too  far." 

Next  morning,  at  six,  finds  us  on  our  way  down 
the  little  creek  that  leads  out  of  the  Southwick 
arm  of  Shoreham  Harbour.  Just  enough  water 
to  float  the  boat  is  all  the  harbour  Southwick 
boasts  of  at  low  tide.  The  invisible  Southwick 
roses  (P)  from  the  mud  banks  scent  the  air  strongly 
in  the  slight  haze,  now  fast  clearing  away,  and 
are  not  nearly  as  pleasant  as  the  robin's  cheerful 
notes  ringing  out  from  the  bushes  alongside  the 
villas  that  fringe  the  shore,  although  P.  always 
assures  his  crew,  when  the  perfume  is  unusually 
powerful  under  a  midday  sun,  "  that  '  it '  is 
wonderfully  healthy."  We  are  bound  for  the 
Three  Cowls  ground,  famous  in  local  history  for 
fine  dabs,  plaice,  and  perhaps  red  mullet.  P.  is 
nearly  as  eager  and  excited  as  I  am,  for  each  trip 
might  be  his  first  experience,  to  judge  by  his 
keenness  for  the  sport ;  but  when  fish  refuse  to 
bite  in  spite  of  all  temptations,  then  he  does  think 
and  say  he  might  as  well  be  at  home.  We  are 
soon  at  anchor  and  at  work,  and  before  long  there 
are  several  fine  dabs  of  ilb.  to  Jib.  flapping  about 
in  "  Billingsgate,"  as  P.  calls  his  fish  box.  After 
about  thirty  minutes  here  we  find  the  fish  are  not 
running  big  or  biting  very  fast,  and  so,  after 
looking  about,  P.  observes,  "  I  think  we  might  try 
the  Two  Mile  Rough,  sir;  we  shall  get  larger  fish 
there,  and  perhaps  some  hues  and  conger.  There 
is  a  light  wind,  and  we  can  sail  off."  As  we  move 
slowly  outward  pipes  are  lit  and  a  drop  of  some- 
thing is  rjuaffed  to  wish  ourselves  better  luck 
presently.  And  now  I  make  inquiry  after  the  latest 
doings  of  a  local  character,  named  "Old  Ike." 
P.  laughs  heartily.  "  Last  night,  sir,  as  he  was 
coming  in  after  setting  his  lobster  pots,  he  sees 
some  volunteers,  who  were  going  across  to  the  fort 
for  practice,  throwing  stones  into  the  pool,  which 
is  behind  the  bit  of  wall  near  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  so  he  rows  up,  and  sees  a  big  conger  left 

there  as  the  tide  fell.    He  shouts,  '  What  in  

is  the  use  of  taking  the  trouble  to  catch  a  big  fish 
and  put  it  there  for  safety  if  the  minute  my  back 
is  turned  yon  fools  comes  along  and  tries  to  kill 
it  P '  The  artillery  men  were  so  struck  with 
astonishment  they  says,  '  Oh,  we  did  not  know  it 
was  your  fiBh,'  and  they  goes  off'.  Ike  had  a  fine 
conger  for  supper  that  night." 

Whilst  going  off  steadily  P.  carefully  considers 
the  look  of  the  weather,  and,  as  marks  now  stand 
out  clearly,  ho  at  last  says,  "  I  think  it  is  going  to 
hi)  II  calm  day  ;  wo  will  go  right  oil'  and  try  the 


Billy  Boy  There  is  only  a  slight  east  wind 
and  slack  tide,  so  we  shall  lie  steadily  over  her. 
We  may  get  a  big  conger  there  ;  I  was  broke  up 
the  other  day;  and  I  have  brought  strong  gear  for 
him  this  time."  And  so  he  had  :  a  Minchin  cod 
hook  served  with  copper  wii-e,  and  a  stout  hand- 
line  looked  like  saving  a  conger,  no  matter  how 
large. 

The  Billy  Boy  lies  some  four  miles  out  from 
shore,  slightly  to  the  east  from  the  harbour 
mouth,  and  was  a  small  vessel  that  contained 
huge  blocks  of  stone  for  building,  which  sunk 
from  a  stone  shifting  while  on  the  journey. 

As  we  glided  along  P.  observes,  "Old  Ike  was 
in  the  '  Brigantine '  the  other  night.  We  were 
talking  about  how  swiftly  some  fish  swim,  when 
he  says,  '  Why,  the  whelk  is  the  swiftest  thing 
that  swims  ;  and  I  will  tell  you  how  I  know  it.  I 
was  out  once  setting  whelk  pots,  and  I  put  some 
down  where  I  know  there  was  no  whelks  within 
two  miles.  I  hauled  up  the  first  pot  almost 
directly  I  had  set  it.  I  fancied  something  had 
turned  it  over,  and  I  found  it  full  of 
whelks.  Do  you  mean  to  say  they  ain't  swift 
when  they  comes  two  miles  in  that  time  ? ' " 
Such  cogent  reasoning  could  not,  of  course,  be 
questioned  by  a  landsman,  and  P.  continued : 
"  He  has  great  ideas  about  lobsters,  too.  He  says 
you  don't  want  to  bait  to  catch  lobsters,  they 
know  bait  is  put  to  lobster  pots,  and  if  there  is 
none  inside  when  they  come  up,  why  they  goes 
inside  and  waits  for  it." 

But  now  we  are  bringing  the  marks  to  bear. 
Over  goes  the  anchor  again,  and  soon  we  are 
swinging  over  what  remains  of  the  old  wreck.  I 
am  fishing  with  a  fine  silk  line,  and  drop  over  a 
carefully  baited  stout,  single  gut  paternoster. 
This  has  on  one  hook  lugs ;  on  the  second,  mussel ; 
on  the  lowest,  a  piece  of  mackerel.  Hardly  has 
the  lead  touched  the  rock  than  a  vigorous  tug 
show  the  fish  are  at  home  and  ready  for  us.  The 
first  is  a  good  sized  pouting,  over  lib. ;  next  comes 
a  sea  bream,  struggling  until  the  veiy  last  like 
the  game  little  fish  it  is,  and  running  out  line 
again  and  again  before  the  net  is  slipped  under 
him.  Presently  P.  says :  "  I  will  put  over  the 
conger  gear,  and  bait  with  a  pout."  It  is  done, 
and  the  slack  attached  to  the  halliards,  while  P. 
plies  his  hand-line,  doing  his  fair  share  towards 
filling  the  well.  Suddenly  the  big  line  tightens, 
and  P.  says  :  "  The  gaff,  sir ;  he's  on,"  and  slowly 
a  few  feet  of  the  line  come  in-board  and  rush  out 
again  faster  than  they  came  in.  But,  alas ! 
"  Beggar  my  rags,  he's  gone,"  and  poor  P.  relieves 
his  feelings  vigorously.  "  Never  mind ;  bait  up 
afresh,  and  we  will  have  some  lunch."  This  over, 
sport  is  soon  fast  and  furious,  as  the  tide  is  just 
at  its  best.  Next  it  is  my  turn  to  call  for  the 
gaff.  Whatever  I  have  fights  well,  and  before 
many  minutes  a  nice  pollack  of  S^lb.,  which 
plunges  and  rushes  vigorously  until  secured,  is 
being  admired  and  toasted,  for  one  of  this  size  is 
very  good  eating,  and  they  are  not  as  plentiful 
amongst  our  catches  as  on  the  fishing  grounds 
further  west.  Next  a  cod  or  two  apiece  of  about 
the  same  weight  gives  variety  to  our  bag,  as  do  also 
some  fine  horse  mackerel  and  some  rainbow-hued 
wrasse,  but  these  not  being  edible,  nor  required 
for  lobster  pots,  are  contemptuously  hurled  back 
again.  Presently  there  is  a  lull  in  the  biting,  and 
after  a  few  minutes  the  line  aflixed  to  the  halliards 
slowly  tightens  and  moves  outwards.  P.  takes 
hold,  gives  a  big  twitch,  and  then  the  fuu  begins. 
The  conger  is  there  this  time,  and  well  hooked. 
Slowly,  very  slowly,  he  gives  a  little,  and  then 
stops ;  then  a  little  more  line  appears,  and  in  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  some  distance  behind  the 
boat,  a  big  white  pennant-looking  thing  nears  the 
surface,  and,  catching  sight  of  the  boat,  lashes 
about  furiously.  At  last  it  is  within  gaffing 
distance,  and  a  careful  stroke  driven  firmly  home 
brings  the  wriggling  brute  into  the  boat,  which  he 
immediately  explores  from  end  to  end,  and  not 
finding  it  to  his  liking,  attempts  to  go  overboard 
again.  But  P.  has  the  bayonet  through  him,  for  are 
there  not  three  sizes  of  conger — carving-fork  size 
the  smallest,  knife  the  next,  and  bayonet  size  (the 
brutes  of  IHlb.  and  over),  as  this  one  proves  to  be  P 
The  sea  serpent  having  been  (juioted  temporarily 
by  being  transfixed  and  more  or  less  dissected, 

fiout  and  bream  again  keep  us  busy,  and  presently 
exclaims  ;  "  I  have  something  bettor  this  time, 
sir,  I  think."  And  better,  indeed,  it  proves,  for  it 
is  a  magnificent  red  mullet  of  21b.  2oz.  (almost  a 
record  weight  for  British  waters),  wlio  scales 


measure  over  an  inch  in  width,  and  whose  lovely 
colours  fresh  from  the  water  make  a  picture  hard 
to  equal  as  we  gaze  at  it  admiringly,  and  toast  him 
deep  after  our  spell  of  hard  work. 

Upon  reaching  shore  and  counting  our  bag,  we  lay 
out  in  serried  ranks  three  score  pout,  two  score  sea 
bream  (most  of  them  fib.  apiece,  and  some  over), 
five  codling  (the  best  three  51b.  each),  three  large 
horse  mackerel,  five  red  mullet,  one  conger  ISilb., 
and  about  a  score  of  good  dabs,  and  a  few  huss, 
&c. ;  and  so  ends  a  day  memorable  for  sport  and 
pleasure  alike.  Scribbler. 


A  PISCINE  IDIOSYNCRASY. 


Both  in  the  abstract  and  the  concrete  fish  life 
presents  many  curious  and  interesting  problems 
As  a  rule,  it  is  not  a  very  difficult  undertaking, 
after  a  careful  examination  of  the  particular 
points  they  involve,  to  find  something  approach- 
ing a  satisfactory  solution  for  the  majority  of 
them.  There  is,  however,  one  problem  of  fish 
life  which  has  puzzled  me  for  years  past,  and 
which,  apparently,  has  exercised  the  same  effect 
on  the  mental  faculties  of  everyone  to  whom  1 
have  spoken  on  the  subject. 

I  refer  to  the  peculiar  and,  so  far  as  I  am 
personally  concerned,  inexplicable  preference  so 
frequently  exhibited  by  coarse  fish  of  all  kinds 
for  the  bait  of  one  angler,  while  they  refuse  in  the 
most  decided  and  unmistakable  manner  to  touch 
that  used  by  other  anglers  fishing  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  although  the  lure  in  question 
may  be  composed  of  precisely  the  same  ingre- 
dients. Of  course,  we  aU  know  that  getting  no 
bites  is  not  an  uncommon  or  an  unusual  cir- 
cumstance in  connection  with  angling,  and  is  one 
which  has  given  birth  to  any  number  of  jokes  in 
the  comic  papers  at  the  expense  of  the  enthu- 
siastic followers  of  good  Master  Izaak.  But  the 
problem  I  am  endeavouring  to  deal  with  is  not 
one  in  any  way  connected  with  the  paucity  of 
bites  caused  by  want  of  skill  on  the  part  of  the 
angler  himself.  Indeed,  it  goes  very  much 
further  than  that,  and  undoubtedly  arises  from 
the  unaccountable  caprice  of  the  fish,  which, 
under  exactly  equal  conditions  of  skill,  water, 
tackle,  &c.,  impels  them  to  bite  at  one  man's  bait 
and  reject  that  of  another.  In  fact,  I  have  seen 
so  many  occasions  on  which  this  idiosyncrasy 
has  been  brought  into  play  that  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  there  are  times  when  luck  rather  than 
skill  is  the  dominant  factor  in  bringing  about  an 
angler's  success. 

It  must,  I  suppose,  be  well  over  thirty  years 
ago  that  this  curious  discrimination  on  the  part 
of  the  fish  was  first  brought  to  my  notice. 
Among  our  local  anglers  was  an  old  gentleman 
who  had  won  a  well-deserved  reputation  of  being 
the  cleverest  fisherman  in  the  whole  of  the  district. 
It  was  my  proud  privilege  when  school  and  the 
home  authorities  permitted,  and  frequently,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  when  they  did  not,  to  accompany 
him  on  his  fishing  trips.  There  was  no  disputing 
the  fact  that  he  could  catch  fish,  and  frequently 
when  no  one  else  was  able  to  obtain  even  so  much 
as  a  nibble.  Over  and  over  again  when  the  fish 
have  been  in  this  humour  I  have  known  him  to 
give  to  a  colleague  a  portion  of  his  hook  and 
ground  bait,  and  invite  him  to  share  his  swim, 
with  the  result  that  while  he  had  plenty  of  sport 
the  newcomer  obtained  little  or  none ;  and  yet, 
strange  to  say,  my  old  friend  and  preceptor  was 
not  noted  for  the  extreme  neatness  of  his  tackle, 
nor  was  he  able  to  explain  to  what  particular 
agency  was  due  the  marvellous  manner  in  which 
he  hauled  out  the  fish.  Another  instance  of  the 
same  kind  happened  when  a  chum  and  I  were 
fishing  the  reach  at  Kennington  Island,  a 
picturesque  little  Thames  village  not  a  long  way 
from  Abingdon.  The  Kennington  shallows  are 
noted  for  their  roach  swims.  While  stopping 
one  summer  at  the  village  the  two  of  us  passed  a 
good  deal  of  our  time  on  the  river,  trying  for 
chub  and  barbel  around  Sandford,  and  for 
roach  on  the  Kennington  shallows.  Five  of 
these  days  are  particularly  impressed  on  my 
memory.  We  devoted  them  exclusively  to 
reaching,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  sport  fell  to 
my  share.  It  was  not  that  W.,  my  companion, 
did  not  know  how  to  fish,  because  on  some  things 
in  that  direction  he  could  have  given  me  points, 
and  then  have  had  a  small  amount  of  super- 
fluous knowledge  to  spare.   If  anything,  his  was 
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the  best  and  finest  tackle  of  the  two,  but,  never- 
theless, for  one  fish  that  he  caught  four  fell  to 
my  share.  In  the  hope  of  ascertaining  the  reason 
of  this  we  exchanged  tackle  and  seats  in  the  punt, 
plumbed  our  depths  exactly  the  one  to  the  other, 
and  tried  every  dodge  we  could  think  of.  It  was, 
however,  of  no  avail.  From  the  swim  W.  had 
just  vacated  I  caught  roach  with  unvarying 
monotony,  while  in  the  swim  which  I  had  relin- 
quished to  him  he  could  get  hardly  a  touch. 
The  reason  of  this  I  have  never  been  able  to 
ascertain.  We  used  every  endeavour  to  equalise 
matters  as  much  as  possible,  even  to  the  extent 
of  starting  our  floats  at  the  same  moment,  and 
allowing  them  to  travel  at  the  same  i-ate  down 
the  swim  -within  a  yard  of  each  other.  And  yet 
here  the  fact  remains,  I  enjoyed  plenty  of  sport 
while  W.  made  a  miserable  failure  of  it.  In  carp 
fishing  I  have  seen  a  similar  thing  happen. 
Two  of  us  have  been  fishing  the  same  swim,  a 
stretch,  be  it  remarked,  of  over  100yds.  in  length. 
I  have  obtained  bites  again  and  again  while 
my  companion — not  he  of  the  roach  fishing 
trip — for  days  never  succeeded  in  touching  a 
fish.  Yet,  as  in  the  case  above,  we  changed  places 
at  intervals,  and  altered  our  depths  to  suit  the 
character  of  that  piece  of  water  at  the  point  from 
which  we  each  were  fishing  it.  But  all  this  was 
useless.  S.  perhaps  had  been  sitting  for  the 
past  two  hours  over  his  portion  of  the  swim  with 
nothing  more  exciting  than  a  visit  from  a  ruff  to 
keep  him  awake,  while  I  had  been  occasionally 
engaged  in  a  life  and  death  struggle  with  the 
carp.  At  moments  such  as  these  he  was  a 
pessimist  of  the  deepest  and  most  pessimistic  dye, 
who  looked  at  life  darkly,  and  said  abusive  things 
to  his  float  which  I  knew  perfectly  well  were 
meant  for  me.  Just  by  way  of  cheering  him  up, 
and  saving  the  feelings  of  his  poor  inoffensive 
float,  I  would  suggest  a  change  of  position,  but 
so  sure  as  I  did  so  the  fish  seemed  to  follow  to  my 
pitch,  and  later  on  there  were  more  things  said  to 
the  float,  not  necessai-ily  for  publication,  but 
merely  as  a  matter  of  good  faith.  In  chub  and 
perch  fishing  I  have  met  with  a  kindred  experi- 
ence, and  have  had,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  to  come 
off  a  very  bad  second ;  but  of  all,  I  think  the 
most  unpleasant  turn  of  this  description  that  I 
can  call  to  mind  happened  once  when  I  took  a 
novice  out  with  me  in  search  of  pike.  Practically 
speaking,  all  he  knew  of  a  fishing  rod  was 
that  the  thin  part  was  the  top  and  the 
thick  part  the  butt.  The  water  we  were 
trying  was  an  ideal  piece  for  pike,  and  was 
simply  crammed  full  of  good  fish.  In  fact,  how 
8o  many  lived  in  health  and  presumably  harmony 
in  such  a  circumscribed  area  is  a  bit  of  a  mystery. 
Still  they  did  so,  which  is  sufficient  for  all 
the  practical  purposes  of  this  article.  The  novice 
took  up  his  station  not  far  from  where  I  was 
seated,  and  commenced  by  landing  a  nice  shapely 
fish  of  81b.  And  he  kept  this  up  all  through  the 
day  with  larger  and  smaller  specimens  until  dusk 
put  an  end  to  his  labours.  Yet,  although  when 
the  pike  came  on  to  feed  the  surface  o£  the  pool 
was  one  succession  of  boils,  I  never  got  a  bite 
the  whole  of  the  day.  As  the  most  experienced 
fisherman  of  the  two  the  chances  should  have  been 
in  my  favour,  but  as  it  was  luck  carried  the  sway, 
and  only  complicated  the  problem  presented  by 
this  peculiar  piscine  idiosyncrasy.  Triangle. 


WROXHAM  BROAD  AND  COLTIS- 
HALL  ON  THE  BURE. 


Some  years  ago,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Finking  Gazette,  I  placed  before  London  and  other 
"  coarse  fish  "  anglers,  in  possibly  a  more  detailed 
form  than  had  hitherto  appeared  in  print,  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  visit  to  either, 
or  both,  of  these  two  capital  angling  centres ;  and 
possibly  to  anglers  who  have  as  yet  not  been  made 
acquainted  with  their  capabilities,  a  recapitulation, 
"  revised  up  to  date,"  may  be  of  service,  especially 
to  those  who  are  in  search  of  angling  "  fields  and 
pastures  new "  which  combine  those  two  great 
denideratrx  of  the  modem  angler — good  sport  and 
moderate  expenses. 

Although  brafiketed  together,  the  two  stations 
are  decidedly  dissimilar  in  their  features,  par- 
ticularly in  their  seasons,  Wroxham  Broad  being 
(except  for  pike  fishing)  distinctly  a  summer 
water,  while  the  best  sport  is  to  be  obtained  at 
ColtishaU  from  late  autumn  to  early  spring. 


Taking  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  at 
the  commencement  of  this  article,  I  will  deal  first 
with  Wroxham  Broad.  This  is  a  fine,  roughly 
oval-shaped  sheet  of  water  of  about  120  acres, 
deepish  along  its  eastern  shore  (6ft.  to  10ft.),  and 
shallowing  at  its  north  and  south  ends.  The 
western  shore  is  fringed  with  alder  plantations  to 
the  water's  edge,  backed  by  rising,  well-timbered 
ground,  while  the  eastern  side  is  only  separated 
from  the  river  by  a  thin  spit  of  marshy  land, 
screened  by  a  tall  rampart  of  reeds  6ft.  to  8ft. 
high.  The  north  end  is  backed  by  the  pleasantly- 
rising  and  richly- wooded  slopes  of  Horeton  St. 
John,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  the  river, 
while  the  southern  extremity  lies  open  to 
undulating  cornfields.  Certainly,  on  a  calm 
evening  in  the  summer,  it  presents  a  scene  of 
quiet  and  tranquil  beauty,  which  none  of  the  other 
broads  can  equal,  although  many  of  them  afford 
admirable  pictures  of  still  water  scenery,  especially 
at  sunset.  So  much  for  the  entourage  of  the 
angler. 

The  two  principal  fish  the  broad  contains  are 
bream  and  pike.  There  are  also  great  quan- 
tities of  roach,  a  considerable  quantity  of  good 
rudd,  while  perch  and  tench  contribute  at 
times  to  diversify  the  bag.  The  bream 
fishing  usually  commences  to  be  good  about  the 
middle  of  July,  and  is  carried  on  (as,  indeed,  all 
the  angling  on  the  broad  necessarily  is)  practically 
entirely  from  boats.  Stout  poles  are  driven  in  a 
boat's  length  apart  in  a  selected  spot,  which  is 
well  baited  the  previous  evening  with  bread,  meal 
and  bran  balls,  and  a  few  handfuls  of  boiled 
wheat  (say  a  couple  of  pailfuls  altogether).  On 
the  following  morning,  preferably  at  daylight, 
while  the  marshland  is  still  wrapped  in  mist  and 
silence,  the  boat  is  rowed  quietly  to  the  spot,  made 
fast  stem  and  stem  to  the  two  poles,  and 
operations  begun.  If  there  are  discerned  a  lot  of 
boils  and  bubbles  on  the  surface  of  the  broad  at 
the  spot  where  the  bait  was  thrown  in,  it  is  a 
decidedly  encouraging  sign  that  the  fish  are  there 
in  numbers,  and  grubbing  along  the  bottom  for 
more  food.  Either  float  fishing  or  ledger ing  may 
be  employed ;  the  latter  method  usually  secures 
larger  fish,  but  is  liable  to  entail  trouble  with  the 
small  eels  which  abound  here,  or  small  roving 
perch,  while  greater  numbers  are  probably 
obtained  by  the  former.  For  bait  one  cannot,  as  a 
rule,  improve  upon  a  well  scoured  lob,  not  too  large 
(particularly  for  ledgering),  but  for  float  fishing 
paste,  gentles,  or  well-kneaded  dough,  coloured 
red  or  yellow,  or  plain  white,  are  used  sometimes 
with  considerable  success,  but  on  the  whole  the 
angler  cannot  do  better  than  stick  to  good,  clean, 
well  scoured,  medium  sized  lobs.  A  large  landing 
net  (preferably  two)  is  necessary,  as  these  broad 
bream  run  to  a  great  size,  and  being  hooked  in 
deep  water  show  powerful  fighting  capabilities. 
Have  all  your  baits,  net,  &c.,  within  easy  reach, 
and  fish  sitting  to  avoid  a  lot  of  rocking  the  boat, 
noise  from  knocking  articles  over,  &c.,  and  do  not 
forget  to  have  a  good  thick,  clean  sack  with  you 
for  the  fish.  Keep-nets,  unless  very  large,  are 
hardly  suitable  for  a  really  good  catch  of  bream, 
which  will  run  at  from  5st.  to  lOot.  weight  of  fish, 
varying  from  21b.  to  441b.,  sometimes  with  some 
of  51b.,  or  even  61b.  The  catch  will  also  likely  be 
varied  with  some  fine  roach,  possibly  up  to  21b., 
and  occasionally  a  good  tench  or  two  of  31b.  to 
41b.,  while  even  jack  of  21b.  to  41b.  are  now  and 
then  caught  while  rushing  at  a  small  fish  when 
hooked,  getting  themselves  hooked  outside  the 
jaw,  and  being  consequently  incapable  of  biting 
the  gut  through.  The  rod  which  I  consider  ideal 
for  this  boat  work  is  lO.jft.  long,  balanced  wood 
butt,  first  and  second  joints  of  white  or  East 
India  cane,  with  a  medium  fine  lancewood  or 
greenheart  top,  stiff,  but  with  a  good  amount  of 
spring  towards  the  tip,  with  good  large  rings  all 
through.  This  will  do  either  for  ledger  or  float 
work,  and  such  rods  are  far  preferable  in  a  boat 
to  an  immense  cumbersome  roach  pole  or  15ft. 
whippy  wood  rod,  like  one  sees  not  infrequently 
uf  ed.  A  good  sized  wood  convertible  check  reel 
and  40yds.  of  fine  but  strong  silk  plait  (well 
rubbed  with  ceroleum  in  the  case  of  float  fishing) 
should  be  added  to  the  outfit,  which  only  requires 
a  few  8ft.  lengths  of  ordinary  trout  gut,  a  supply 
of  good  hooks  on  fine  but  undrawn  gut  (size,  say, 
about  No.  6  to  8  for  worm,  9  to  10  for  paste),  and 
some  well  shotted  reed  or  quill  floats  and  fair 
sized  ledger  leads  to  make  it  complete.  Pay 
consideration  to  these  details,  and  give  the  fish 


plenty  of  time  when  they  bite  (thousands  of  fish 
are  lost,  pricked,  and  scared  by  premature  and 
wild  striking),  fish  on  the  bottom,  and,  if  the  day 
is  at  all  favourable,  broad  fishing  for  bream  and 
"  sundries  "  will  be  pronounced  by  those  giving  it  a 
trial  an  enjoyable  and  exciting  sport,  instead  of,  as 
is  not  infrequently  the  case,  being  voted  a  dull, 
dirty,  unprofitable  occupation.  One  word  of 
caution.  Eschew  (whatever  "  long  pole "  and 
tight-line  enthusiasts  may  say  to  the  contrary) 
the  use  of  the  roach  pole  and  gossamer  line, 
which,  though  unquestionably  deadly  on  suitable 
waters,  is  a  veritable  nuisance  and  bugbear  in 
boat  fishing  for  bream.  If  you  try  it  you  will 
find  it  to  be  awkward  and  risky,  smashes  will 
probably  repeatedly  occur,  and  while  your 
"  running  line  and  short  rod "  companion  is 
placidly  swelling  the  bag  almost  every  few  minutes 
with  big  bronze  sides  or  silvery  roach,  you  will  be 
losing  precious  time  repairing  smashes,  playing 
big  fish  all  over  the  swim  to  the  disgust  of  your 
fellow  angler,  and  rocking  the  boat  and  generally 
creating  a  worry  in  the  necessary  disjointing  of 
your  unwieldy  weapon  (in  the  small  space  of  a 
boat,  that  is)  every  time  you  want  to  land  a  fish. 
This  is  not  a  mere  preju^diced  gird  at  the  roach 
pole,  which  I  admire  immensely  when  used  in 
its  proper  sphere,  but  an  actual  statement  of  what 
I  have  seen,  and  that  not  seldom. 

August  is  about  the  best  month  here  for  bream 
if  moist  and  cloudy.  By  late  September  it  is  all 
practically  over.  The  fish  feed  at  all  times  of 
day ;  best  in  the  early  morning,  and  by  no  means 
certainly  in  the  evening.  The  angler  should  never 
despair,  no  matter  what  the  weather  or  time  of 
day,  as  the  bream  are  very  uncertain.  Very  high 
winds  and  heavy  yachting  traffic  are  about  the 
worst  difficulties  he  may  have  to  contend  with, 
but  even  these  conditions  are  not  absolutely  fatal 
to  sport.  It  is  not  found  that  night  fishing  gives 
any  particular  amount  of  sport,  although  bream 
will  often  feed  by  moonlight  in  a  desultory  kind 
of  way.  Of  course  Wroxham  Broad,  like  every 
other  angling  water  in  the  world,  has  its  bad  and 
good  days  and  seasons,  but  the  bream  angler 
thereon  may  always  feel  that  his  catch  may  be 
anywhere  from  1st.  to  20st.  I  have  known  of  two 
rods,  fishing  from  ten  to  five,  killing  between 
19c>t.  and  20st  stone  of  large  bream  and  roach, 
after  which,  being  absolutely  sated  with  slaughter, 
they  gave  up  while  the  fish  were  still  heavily  "  on." 
They  assured  me  they  honestly  believed  they 
might  have  doubled  the  weight  had  they  cared. 

The  broad  (which,  it  should  never  be  forgotten, 
by  the  bye,  is  only  fished  by  sufferance  of  the 
proprietors,  through  their  lessees)  can  be  reached 
from  Wroxham  village  by  (a)  rowing  a  mile  down 
the  river  in  boats,  to  be  had  either  at  the  King's 
Head  or  Horseshoes  Inns,  or  the  adjoining  boat- 
yards (Loynes,  Little  and  Co.,  or  Collins  and 
Son ;  charges  from  about  2s.  to  4s.  or  5s.  a  day), 
entering  the  broad  by  the  small  northern  entrance 
(open  from  July  to  September)  for  Mr.  Ellis's 
portion,  or  the  large  entrance,  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  further  on,  for  Mr.  Mayor's 
portion ;  or  (h)  by  walk  or  drive  to  Mr.  Ellis's, 
Broad  Farm  (about  thirty-five  minutes'  walk  from 
the  station),  where  usually  boats,  ground  bait, 
and  sometimes  in  season  live  bait  (for  pikeing),  can 
be  secured  at  an  all-round  charge  of  about  5s.  or 
6s.  per  day ;  or  alternatively  by  proceeding  to  Mr. 
Mayor's  farm,  a  short  distance  further  on,  to 
fish  his  (the  southern)  portion,  at  charges  not 
exceeding,  I  believe,  those  for  the  northern 
(Ellis's)  portion.  Mr.  Ellis  charges  strange  boats 
2s.  6d.  per  day  for  fishing  his  half.  Mr.  Mayor 
levies  a  separate  charge  also  for  his  water.  All 
the  best  spots  on  the  respective  portions  and  the 
boundary  line  will  be  pointed  out  by  either  lessee 
to  the  angler.  Both  also  let  very  comfortable 
furnished  apartments  and  boats  by  week  or 
month.  On  Mr.  Ellis's  portion  the  pike  season  is 
from  Sept.  1  to  March  1,  and  the  size  limit  of 
takeable  fish  not  under  31b.  The  pike  fishing  is 
very  fair;  average  size  of  fish  31b.  to  4lb.,  but 
there  have  been  a  good  number  killed  of  weights 
ranging  from  101b.  to  151b.,  161b.,  171b.,  181b., 
201b.,  and  221b.  during  recent  years,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  there  are  many  real  monstersin  this  water, 
though  these  are  rather  shy  and  a  trifle  too  well 
supplied  with  food  to  take  the  baiteagerly.  Anglers 
are  advised  to  use  lOnft.  rods,  50yds.  of  dressed 
silk  line,  single  good  salmon  gut  5ft.  traces  down 
to  the  gimp  of  the  hooks  (which  gimp  should  be 
clouded),  and  to  give  the  preference  to  float  tackle, 
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live  baiting  with  clean  river  roacli  of  from  7in.  to 
Sin.  long  on  Jardine  snaps.  Spinning  with 
natural  bait  does  not  kUl  so  well  as  formerly,  and 
all  artificial  baits  seem  to  be  little  else  but  useless 
to  obtain  any  sport  worth  mentioning.  Never 
neglect  to  take  a  gaff  if  using  gut,  as  at  any 
moment  a  monster  may  be  hooked. 

Among  live  objects  of  interest  to  be  seen  on 
the  broad  are  numbers  of  crested  grebes,  gulls, 
and  frequently,  most  charming  of  all,  the  king- 
fisher. The  shooting  is  all  strictly  reserved  by 
the  proprietors. 

The  fly  fisher  may  frequently  kill  good  roach 
and  rudd  by  casting  a  black  gnat  tipped  with 
white  kid  glove  (or  a  Zulu)  on  the  shallow  ends  of 
the  broad,  on  summer  evenings  following  a  hot 
day,  if  he  approaches  them  with  caution  in  a 
dinghy  or  canoe. 

One  more  caution ;  find  out  the  week  Wroxham 
regatta  is  to  be  held  (usually  about  August  Bank 
Holiday  time),  and  avoid  that  week  as  you  would 
avoid  your  pet  aversion,  if  you  are  not  a  yachts- 
man, but  only  a  simple  angler !  C.  H.  Tatloe. 
(To  be  contimied.) 


A  TRIP  TO  GORING  AND 
STREATLBY. 


The  twin  villages  of  Goring  and  Streatley  are 
distant  about  seventy-seven  miles  from  London, 
and  are  situated  upon  the  Thames,  which  divides 
them.  A  picturesque  wooden  bridge,  however, 
spans  the  river  at  this  point,  and  from  this  bridge 
the  most  charming  views  are  to  be  obtained  in  all 
directions  of  rushing  weirs  and  wooded  hiUs  to 
the  east,  and  of  quiet  rushy  reaches  to  the  west. 
Goring  is  on  the  left  bank ;  its  church,  which 
stands  close  to  the  river,  is  one  of  the  chief 
objects  of  interest,  and  a  fine  view  of  it  may  be 
obtained  from  the  bridge.  Streatley,  on  the 
opposite  bank,  is  well  known  from  the  beautiful 
and  extensive  views  to  be  obtained  from  its  lovely 
hills.  The  view  for  miles  is  of  that  soft  flowing 
character  which  is  essentially  English,  and  the 
Thames,  winding  along  from  the  base  of  the  hills 
to  the  extreme  distance,  gives  life  and  motion  to 
a  most  magnificent  prospect.  Streatley  is  said  to 
owe  its  name  to  Icknield-street,  which  here 
entered  Berkshire  by  a  ford  through  the  river. 

It  has  always  been  an  axiom  among  London 
anglers  that  the  higher  one  goes  upon  the  Thames 
the  better  is  the  fishing  to  be  obtained.  Towards 
the  close  of  the  summer  of  1899  I  determined  to 
explore  the  various  reaches  of  the  Thames  in  this 
particular  portion  in  order  to  obtain  that  modicum 
of  sport  which  I  had  vainly  attempted  to  procure 
in  the  lower  districts.     I  therefore  left  Pad- 
dington  soon  after  mid-day,  and  arrived  at  Goring 
as  the  afternoon  was  closing  in.    Hunting  for 
rooms  at  that  particular  season  was  not  a  sine- 
cure ;  but  after  applying  at  the  Miller  of  Mans- 
field, in  Goring,  and  the  Swan,  in  Streatley,  in 
vain,  I  found  very  good  accommodation  at  the 
Bull,  at  the  top  of  Streatley  High-street.    This  I 
made  my  headquarters,  and  invariably  met  my 
fisherman-pilot  at  the  back  of  the  old  mill, 
where  the  millstream  joins  the  main  river.  My 
first  pitch  was  made  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
above  the  lock,  where  the  backwater  of  Cleeve 
Mill  joins  the  Thames.    "While  the  mill  was  at 
work  roach  were  to  be  caught  in  abundance ;  but 
directly  the  work  stopped  the  roach  went  off,  and 
nothing  would  induce  them  to  take  gentle  or 
breadcrust  until  the  rattle  of  the  wheel  and  a 
fresh  run  of  water  gave  indications  of  a  resump- 
tion of  work.    When  we  found  that  fishing  was 
slack  we  usually  shifted  to  a  swim  just  above  the 
weir.    From  this  pitch  we  took  some  exceedingly 
fine  roach,  three  of  them  going  over  lilb.  With 
"  chubbing  "  and  "  jacking  "  we  usually  occupied 
the  first  part  of  the  day,  till  that  "  inward 
monitor  "  informed  us  that  the  time  had  arrived 
to  spread  our  little  cloth  over  the  punt- well  for 
lunch.     After  a  short  stretch  to  circulate  the 
blood,  we  dropped  down  below  the  lock,  and 
recommenced  work.     Streatley  Mill  is  a  pic- 
turesque old  building,   and  the  spot  is  much 
frequented  by  budding  Royal  Academicians,  whose 
efforts  to  reproduce  the  structure  upon  canvas 
have  made  the  old  mill  so  familiar  to  frequenters 
of  the  picture  galleries.    There  they  were,  in 
groups  of  twos  and  threes,  working  like  Trojans 
to  place  upon  their  easels  the  various  aspects  of 


the  red  brick  structure,  until,  like  Salisbury 
Cathedral  under  the  architectural  survey  of  Mr. 
Pecksniff,  the  whole  of  the  compass  had  been 
requisitioned  for  points  of  view  and  vantage.  One 
feature  in  connection  with  these  artists  struck  me 
as  remarkable,  and  that  was  the  similarity  of 
their  attire — broad  sombrero  hats,  large  jack 
boots,  and  neckties  that  allowed  the  loose  ends  to 
flutter  in  the  breeze,  long  hair,  and  fierce  musta- 
chios. 

We  took  up  our  position  some  few  yards  below 
the  backwater,  and  succeeded  in  bagging  a  few 
decent  roach  and  dace.    Just  opposite  to  us,  upon 
the  Goring  side,  a  London  angler  was  at  work  with 
his  long  Sowerbutt's,  and  the  way  he  fetched  out  the 
big  dace  was  a  caution.    Indeed,  so  fast  did  he 
catch  them,  that  I  stopped  fishing  in  order  to 
watch  him.    He  was  working  in  a  beautiful  eddy, 
and  no  sooner  did  his  quill  float  work  round  to  the 
centre  than  down  it  went,  and  another  fish  was 
landed.    Such  was  the  effect  of  this  man's  work 
upon  my  pilot  that  he  unmoored  the  punt  and 
sought  a  pitch  somewhat  lower  downstream, 
where  a  slight  bend  in  the  river  hid  the  "  work- 
man "  from  sight.    Here  we  did  fairly  well  for  a 
time,  when  the  roach  went  off.    The  pike  tackle 
was  then  rigged  up,  and  we  drifted  down  at  a 
slow  pace,  the  punt  being  kept  in  position  by  the 
prodding  of  the  rypeck,  which  prevented  the  craft 
from  overrunning  the  line.    Suddenly  my  float 
went  down  and  glided   off  under  the  trees. 
Striking  at  once,  the  snap  tackle  held  him,  and, 
after  a  few  minutes'  play,  a  pike  of  741b.  was 
landed  and  received  his  quietus  from  a  "  nobbier." 
Two  more  fish  were  landed,  when  I  got  hold  of 
one  that  was  too  much  for  me,  and  the  con- 
sequence was  that  I  left  a  flight  of  hooks  in  his 
care  until  such  time  as  he  could  get  rid  of  them. 
By  this  time  we  had  reached  the  "  Grotto  "  house, 
near  which  once  existed,  when  those  freaks  of 
fancy  were  in  fashion,  a  grotto,  with  its  shell- 
lined  rooms,  the  shells  being  fixed  to  the  walls  by 
means  of  some  composition,  and  made  to  do  the 
duty  of  wall  paper.    When  opposite  the  Grotto 
one  of  those  summer  storms  came  one  which  last, 
generally,  for  a  brief  space.    Basildon  railway 
bridge  afforded  the  only  means  of  shelter,  so  for  that 
structure  we  made  with  all  possible  speed.  The 
rypeck  was  soon  fixed  and  the  punt  moored  well 
within  the  shelter  of  the  arch.    Several  belated 
pleasure  parties  in  gigs  and  punts  also  put  ia  an 
appearance,  and  adopted  our  method  of  shelter 
from  the  storm.    The  rain  came  down  in  torrents, 
in  fact  I  have  seldom  seen  such  a  downpour.  But 
there  we  were,  and  we  had  to  make  the  best  of 
matters.    AU  at  once  a  bright  idea  struck  one  of 
the  party.    "  Why  not  start  a  smoking  concert  ?  " 
The  suggestion  was  acted  upon  immediately, 
refreshments  were  passed  round,  and  some  very 
fair  performers  gave  a  sample  of  their  skill  upon 
the  boards  for  the  first  time. 

The  rain  stopped,  when  the  party  broke  up 
and  departed.  We  caught  a  couple  more 
pike  below  the  bridge,  near  the  ferry,  and  then 
returned  to  Streatley.  During  the  week  that  I 
was  fishing  we  took  about  twenty  pike,  the  largest 
being  91b.  We  had  some  good  chub  up  to  3Alb., 
and  a  roach  that  brought  the  scale  to  lib.  13oz., 
with  three  others  over  the  lb.  Naturally  at  the 
end  of  my  holiday  I  had  taken  more  fish  than  I 
really  knew  what  to  do  with,  especially  as  I  merely 
wished  to  take  home  "  specimens."  In  the  early 
phase  I  had  asked  my  mentor  what  we  were  to  do 
with  the  surplus.  The  answer  came  as  follows  : 
"  There  is  always,  down  here,  a  market  for  coarse 
fish.  First  of  all  there  are  our  scavengers — the 
cats ;  they  take  a  few.  Then  you  possibly  may 
have  noticed  several  women  standing  on  the  shore 
when  the  punt  went  in  ?  Well,  they  buy  at  a 
cheap  rate,  especially  those  who,  as  the  saying  is, 
'  love  their  lords.'  There  is  a  positive  craving  for 
fresh-water  fish  by  those,  and  I  have  known  some 
bitter  disappointments  of  those  who  have,  so  to 
speak,  set  their  thoughts  upon  particular  fish, 
notably  a  perch  of  2\\h.,  which  the  fortunate 
angler  wished  to  have  set  up,  and  did,  although 
he  was  '  begged  and  prayed  '  to  part  with  it." 

The  afternoon  previous  to  my  return  to  the 
wilderness  of  London  I  spent  with  my  pilot.  We 
visited  his  many  eel  traps  and  took  out  the 
captured  eels,  placing  them  in  the  punt  well. 
Next  morning  I  took  two  of  the  largest  pike,  two 
of  the  best  chub,  the  three  heaviest  roach,  and  a 
separate  basket  of  eels.  These  last-mentioned 
caused  a  considerable  amount  of  anxiety,  for 


during  the  journey  to  Paddington  one  of  the 
passengers  discovered  that  a  2-pounder  was 
making  an  excursion  over  his  feet,  and  an  in- 
vestigation revealed  the  fact  that  several  othei-s 
were  loose.  These  were  caught  and  restored  to 
the  basket,  and  finally  I  reached  home  with  no 
further  mishap.  Mole  Fly. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  CARP. 


On  the  somewhat  doubtful  authority  of  an 
ancient  distich. 

Carp,  turkeys,  hops,  and  beer 
AU  came  to  Eoglind  in  one  year. 
Beyond  this  nothing  further  is  known  as  to  the 
precise  date  on  which  the  carp  was  introduced 
from  its  home  in  Southern  Europe  to  the  inland 
waters  of  this  country.  According  to  Bowlker, 
the  author  of  an  excellent  little  handbook  on  the 
"  Art  of  Angling,"  published  in  the  forepart  of 
the  century,  and  but  little  known  in  the  present 
day,  the  carp  was  first  brought  here  in  1514.  In 
spite,  however,  of  the  very  definite  manner  in 
which  this  statement  is  made,  it  would  seem  that 
Bowlker  was  misinformed.  The  carp,  although 
not  very  plentiful,  had,  undoubtedly,  been  located 
in  England  for  quite,  if  not  more  than,  a  century 
previous  to  that  given  by  Bowlker,  and  had  had|a 
place  devoted  to  it  in  the  quaint  "  Treatyse  of 
Fysshynge  with  an  Angle,"  the  authorship  of 
which  is  generally  attributed  to  Dame  Juliana 
Berners,  erstwhile  the  Prioress  of  St.  Albans, 
and  which  was  printed  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde  in 
1486 ;  but  she  could  not  have  actually  wi'itten  the 
book,  for  she  says  :  "  I  have  compylyd  it  in  a 
greater  volume  of  dyverse  bokys  concernynge  to 
gentyll  and  noble  men."  In  any  case,  the  fish  in 
question  was  not  a  prime  favourite  with  the 
sporting  prioress,  who  says :  "  The  carpe  is  a 
daynteous  fyshee ;  but  there  ben  but  few  in 
Englonde,  and  therforre  I  wryte  the  lesse  of  hym. 
He  is  an  evyll  fysshe  to  take,  for  he  is  so  stronge 
enarmyd  in  the  mouthe  that  there  maye  noo 
weke  barneys  hold  hym.  And  as  touchynge  his 
baytes  I  have  but  lytll  knowlege  of  it,  and  me 
were  loth  to  wryte  more  than  1  knowe  and  have 
provyd." 

It  can,  therefore,  be  assumed  without  fear  of 
contradiction  that  the  carp  was  established  in  the 
country,  but  not  in  any  very  great  numbers 
sufficient,  at  all  events,  to  enable  Dame  Berners 
to  say  much  about  its  habits  so  far  as  they  had 
come  under  her  cognisance,  and  she  therefore 
very  wisely  contents  herself  by  giving  just  a  brief 
paragraph  to  it  and  no  more.  By  nature  the 
carp  is  a  somewhat  sluggish  fish,  and  it  therefore 
thrives  better  in  ponds  and  lakes  than  in  streams ; 
indeed,  there  are  very  few  of  our  rivers,  even 
where  they  have  been  introduced  in  numbers  for 
stocking  purposes,  that  they  do  at  all  well  in,  or 
show  any  signs  of  increase.  The  only  river  with 
which  I  am  acquainted  in  which  they  seem 
thoroughly  at  home  is  the  Oxfordshire  Cher  well ; 
but,  strange  to  say,  in  the  Thames,  to  which  it 
forms  an  important  afiluent,  they  only  partially 
succeed.  That  the  Thames  is  not  a  carp  river 
was  conclusively  demonstrated  a  little  over  half  a 
century  ago,  when,  during  a  heavy  flood,  a 
reservoir  burst  on  an  estate  in  Northamptonshire, 
and  it  was  found  that  thousands  of  small  carp 
had  escaped  from  this  volume  of  water  and  had 
made  their  way  down  the  Ray  into  the  Cherwell, 
and  so  on  to  the  Thames.  The  deep,  heavy  lUy 
bordered  reaches  of  the  Cherwell  between  Islip 
Bridge  and  Oxford  form  a  very  congenial  luihifat 
for  them ;  but  although  shoals  of  their  progenitoi-s 
were  taken  in  the  Thames  between  Folly  Bridge 
and  Iffley  when  the  flood  had  subsided,  they 
quickly  disappeared,  and  it  is  not  until  well  on 
towards  London  that  the  carp  can  be  included 
in  the  schedule  of  fish  found  in  the  Thames. 

Appearance. — There  is  no  gainsaying  that  the 
carp  is  one  of  the  most  handsome  of  our  so-called 
coarse  fish.  In  ponds  it  averages  from  12in.  to 
15in.  in  length,  but  occasionally  grows  to  a  length 
of  from  2ft.  to  3ft ,  and  at  that  weighs  from  12lb. 
to  201b.  Its  general  colour  is  a  golden  olive 
brown,  with  the  head  and  top  of  the  back  darker ; 
irides,  golden ;  belly,  yellowish  white ;  and  the 
fins  for  the  most  part  dark  brown ;  and,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  chub,  the  scales  are  large  and 
rounded.  The  head  is  large,  and  the  mouth  is 
furnished  on  each  side  with  a  beard  or  wattle. 
Above  the  nostrils  is  also  another,  but  a  much 
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ji  ,  Bmaller  and  shorter,  pair,  both  of  which  appear  to 
ij  be  used  by  the  fish  as  a  guide,  grouting  for  food 
h     in  the  soft  ooze  at  the  bottom  of  any  hole  in  which 

I it  has  taken  up  its  quarters.  One  striking 
characteristic  of  the  carp  which  distinguishes  it 
from  all  other  of  our  British  fresh-water  fish  is  its 
'  large  dorsal  fin,  which,  extending  along  nearly 
the  whole  length  of  its  back,  enables  it  to  exercise 
~"  tremendous  power  when  fighting  for  its  life  and 

-  liberty. 

Spairning. — May,  June,  and  July,  according  to 
the  warmth  of  the  season,  are  the  months  selected 
by  the  carp  for  carrying  out  the  necessary  details 
of  its  domestic  duties.  At  this  time  it  seeks 
shallow,  weedy,  and  sheltered  places,  and  then, 
1  having  scom-ed,  makes  off  for  the  deeps  again. 
This,  be  it  remembered,  is  the  only  time  when  it 
will  voluntarily  face  anything  approaching  a 
current.  For  instance,  on  a  blazing  summer  day 
where  carp  are  plentiful,  they  may  frequently  be 
seen  in  shoals,  some  of  them  white  with  age, 
basking  in  the  sunshine ;  and  if  there  is  a  stretch 
of  shallow  water  adjacent,  with  a  nice  stream 
running,  plenty  of  other  fish — roach,  dace,  chub, 
or  perch — may  be  observed  there,  but  no  carp. 
Their  station  will  be  the  deepest  and  slowest 
part  of  the  pool,  and  there  they  will  remain 
basking  if  they  are  not  disturbed,  so  long  as  there 

-  is  any  sunshine  on  the  water.  I  have  seen  them 
thus  basking  in  what  was  formerly  a  basin  near 
the  Surrey  Canal  Bridge — carp  up  to  lolb.  and 
111b.  in  weight,  and  many  anglers  tried  to  capture 
them ;  but  for  years  I  never  heard  of  one  being 
caught.  "Where  the  gasholder  now  stands  the 
yellow  water  Hly  used  to  grow,  and  the  water  was 
clear  enough  to  see  the  carp  quite  plainly.  When 
it  was  emptied  it  contained  pike,  carp,  tench, 
perch,  roach,  bream,  gudgeon,  and  some  fine  eels 
for  certain.  The  Surrey  Canal,  between  the 
Canal  Bridge  and  Camberwell  (more  especially 
towards  Camberwell),  contained  some  splendid 
roach.  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  say  what  it  con- 
tains at  present. 

Best  Months. — None  of  our  British  fish,  not 
even  the  barbel,  is  so  Susceptible  to  cold  as  the 
carp.  The  slightest  fall  in  the  temperature  will 
send  them  off  the  feed,  but  there  is  this  com- 
pensating advantage  with  it.  When  the  weather 
is  so  hot  that,  so  far  as  the  bottom  fisherman  is 
concerned,  sport  with  some  other  fish  is  often  an 
impossibility,  it  does  not  affect  the  carp.  In  fact, 
I  have  enjoyed  excellent  sport  with  them  before 
now  in  the  height  of  a  burning  autumn  after- 
noon, when  it  would  have  been  a  waste  of  time  to 
have  tried  for  several  other  fish.    Therefore  do 

-  not  be  deterred  in  your  quest  for  carp  if  the  day 
is  tropical  in  temperature.  The  prime  months  to 
angle  for  them,  therefore,  are  June,  July,  August, 
and,  according  to  weathei%  September. 

Method  of  Fishing. — Although  the  carp  is  very 
fond  of  basking  in  the  sunshine,  it  is  a  fish  of  a 
dignified  demeanour,  and  does  not  indulge  in  the 
frivdlity  of  jumping  at  flies.  I  do  not  say  it  will 
not  take  flies,  but  it  does  not  go  for  them  in  the 
sarne  manner  as  trout,  grayling,  dace,  &c.,  and 
although  Mr.  Blakey  says,  with  respect  to  the 
Bluebottle  fly,  "  No  matter  how  small  your  hook, 
it  must  be  put  across  the  body  just  under  the 
wings,"  there  can  ba  no  doubt  that  the  best 
method  for  taking -it  is  by  bottom  fishing,  either 
with  a  float  or  light  ledger.  In  a  pond  or  lake  the 
novice  may  get  out  his  bait  to  any  reasonable 
distance  by  squeezing  a  pellet  of  adhesive  ground- 
bait  well  round  two  or  thi-ee  small  shots  about 
half  an  inch  apart.  This  pellet  should  be  a 
mixture  of  the  inside  of  a  loaf  two  days'  old  and 
bran,  and  kneaded  together  to  last  about  ten 
minutes  after  the  cast  is  made,  no  other  weight 
being  required.  There  is  little  or  no  resistance 
when  a  carp  takes  the  bait.  About  2ft.  of  slack 
line  should  be  allowed  to  lie  on  the  ground,  and 
when  it  is  seen  to  shake  and  slightly  rise,  the 
angler  should  carefully  prepare  to  respond,  and 
when  the  line  is  fairly  on  the  move  strike,  not  as 
one  would  strike  in  spinning,  but  with  a  long, 
vigorous  pull  tightening  on  the  fish.  The  great 
secret  in  trying  for  carp  with  any  chance  of 
success  is  to  angle  as  though  the  fish  did  not 
know  that  one  was  present.  This  cannot  be  done 
better  than  when  light  ledgering.  With  care  a 
bait  can  be  cast  .''Oyds.  or  even  dOyds.,  where  a 
;  carp  has  no  chance  of  seeing  either  gut,  shots, 
float,  or  angler.  I  am  quite  aware  that  some 
very  clever  anglers  fish  with  the  bait  2in. 
or  'Sin.  oil  the  ground;  but  in  my  opinion, 


a  bait  thus  suspended,  and  hanging  apparently 
on  nothing,  and  so  opposite  to  that  of  the  ground- 
bait  is  certain  to  awaken  suspicion  in  the  mind  of 
a  carp,  and  make  him  refuse  it.  In  fact,  I  believe 
with  all  fish  of  any  age  and  experience,  such  a 
circumstance  is  looked  upon  more  or  less  as 
unusual,  i.e  ,  in  still  and  dead  waters.  If  this  be 
not  the  case,  how  is  it  that  so  many  of  the  best 
bream,  roach,  tench,  and  carp  are  caught  when 
ledgering  ?  In  a  river  I  prefer  to  use  a  goose- 
quill  float  carrying  four  or  five  shots,  the  lowest 
shot  being  18in.  or  2ft.  from  the  hook.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  I  am  speaking  here  of  a  form 
of  tackle  the  value  of  which  I  have  proved.  On 
no  account,  even  if  you  are  a  skilful  exponent  of 
the  Lea  style,  attempt  to  capture  carp  with  a  long 
pole  and  tight  line.  No  one  would  believe  the 
tackle  (and  even  rods)  I  have  seen  and  known  to  be 
broken  and  carp  lost  in  one  well-known  fishery.  It 
is  also  a  mistake  even  with  running  tackle  to  fish 
too  fine.  I  therefore  prefer  for  ordinary  use  the 
rod  I  use  for  ledgering  for  barbel ;  the  reel  fittings 
are  about  a  foot  from  the  end  of  the  butt.  This 
enables  one  to  cast  with  comfort,  ajid  although  it 
is  nice  and  pliant  with  upright  rings,  it  will  stand 
a  heavy  strain. 

I  prefer  a  Sim.  centre-pin  reel  carrying  100 
yards  of  moderately-strong  undressed  line,  while 
the  gut  tackle  should  be  about  4ft.  in  length.  If, 
however,  a  ledger  be  preferred,  it  may  be  con- 
structed as  I  recommended  in  a  recent  article  on 
bream  fishing.  The  carp  is  altogether  a  most  pecu- 
liar fish,  and  much  might  be  related  with  respect 
to  its  diseases  and  medicinal  properties  (ancient 
physicians  ascribing  extraordinary  virtue  to  the 
fat),  ancestral  history,  and  its  brain  power ;  but  I 
refrain.  I  know  of  few  fish  that  can  live  with  a 
less  supply  of  oxygen,  and  it  will  eat  slugs,  paste 
(various),  caterpillars,  grubs,  gentles,  worms,  flies, 
and  even  small  fry,  &c. ;  but  of  all  these  baits  I 
know  of  none  better  adapted  for  still  water 
fishing  than  white  paste  flavoured  with  a  little 
gin  or  aniseed. 

Ground-bait — be  it  worms  clipped  or  whole, 
bread  and  pollen,  bread,  bran  and  potatoes, 
bullock's  blood  mixed  with  clay  and  bran,  or 
merely  soaked  bread  and  oatmeal — should  be 
thrown  in  for  two  or  three  days  in  succession, 
and  when  all  that  is  possible  has  been  done  to 
circumvent  this  crafty  fish,  unless  one  possesses 
the  patience  of  Job  and  the  cunning  of  a  lago 
one  will  often  be  doomed  to  disappointment. 

0.  A 


FISHING  WHEN  ON  ACTIVE 
SEE  VICE. 
(MY  FIRST  MAHSEER.) 

In  March,  1898,  the  force  under  Sir  William 
Lockhart,  after  exciting  and  trying  experiences, 
settled  down  to  the  tedious  and  humdrum  life 
which  is  invariably  associated  with  the  operation 
of  blockading  an  enemy. 

The  battery  to  which  I  then  had  the  honour  to 
belong  formed  part  of  the  division  which  occupied 
''  Mamanai,"  a  low  hill  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
Bara  river,  about  twelve  miles  inside  the  enemy's 
country. 

The  river  at  this  point,  and  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  is  low  and  wonderfully  clear,  and  not 
more  than  20ft.  or  30ft.  wide.  Later  in  the 
season,  when  the  snow  water  comes  down,  the 
Bara,  like  all  the  Indian  rivers  which  rise  in  the 
cold  mountainous  regions  beyond  the  northern 
frontiers,  undergoes  a  complete  and  sudden 
change.  One  moment  a  peaceful  murmuring 
stream  gently  meandering  along  the  centre  of  its 
huge  watercourse,  and  the  next  a  rushing,  roaring 
river  of  a  dull  angry  red  colour,  pouring  through 
the  gorges  like  a  mill  race,  and  spreading  out  in 
the  open  valleys  into  a  sheet  of  swiftly  flowing, 
swirling  water,  many  hundreds  of  yards  in  extent. 

It  is  this  sudden  change — which  takes  place 
with  little  or  no  warning — which  constitutes  so 
great  a  danger  to  anglers  in  these  streams. 

The  Bara  approaches  the  site  of  the  camp  from 
the  west  thi-ough  a  deep  narrow  gorge,  and, 
winding  round  the  foot  of  the  hill  in  a  series  of 
tumbling  shallows  and  deep  smooth  pools, 
disappears  from  view  through  a  second  gorge. 

In  England  it  would  have  been  regarded  as  an 
ideal  trout  stream. 

Under  such  circumstances,  and  with  such 
inviting  water  within  a  stone's  throw  of  our  tents, 


you  may  be  sure  I  lost  no  time  in  sending  to 
"  Rawal  Pindi "  for  my  rod  and  tackle.  Pending 
their  arrival  I  occupied  my  spare  time,  accom- 
panied by  my  Sikh  b;itman,  Rur  Singh,  in 
capturing  live  bait  and  storing  them  in  biscuit 
tins  which  we  arranged  under  the  outer  fly  of  my 
tent.  I  also  explored  that  portion  of  the  river 
within  camp  limits,  limits  beyond  which  it  was 
forbidden  to  proceed  unless  accompanied  by  an 
armed  escort. 

During  my  first  visit  to  the  river  on  one  of 
these  bait-catching  expeditions,  two  pools  exactly 
to  the  north  of  the  camp  especially  attracted  my 
attention  as  being  the  very  ideal  places  to  harVjour 
good  fish,  and  I  inwardly  resolved  that  one  of 
these  pools  should  be  the  scene  of  my  first 
attempt  to  try  conclusions  with  "  Barbus  Tor  " ; 
but  I  reckoned  without  my  host,  for  on  returning 
the  following  day  I  found  them  invaded  by  a 
horde  of  chattering  and  scantily-clad  camp 
followers,  busily  engaged  in  washing  themselves 
and  their  appai-el. 

There  were  several  other  good  pools  within 
bounds,  which  reconciled  me  to  the  loss  of  the 
above  two ;  but  before  a  week  was  out  the  river 
banks  might  have  been  those  of  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Thames  during  a  monster  fishing 
competition. 

Every  description  of  angler  and  angling  gear 
was  here  to  be  seen.  The  grey-haired  experienced 
angler — in  the  person  of  a  field  oSicer  wielding 
the  latest  i^attern  of  split  cane  salmon  rod,  sUk 
line,  and  finest  tackle — fished  the  same  pool  side 
by  side  with  an  equally  keen,  but  less  well 
provided,  brother  angler  in  the  shape  of  Tommy 
Atkins  armed  with  a  rough  rod  cut  from  the 
nearest  bush,  a  few  yards  of  common  twine  tied 
to  the  end,  and  for  a  hook  a  piece  of  wire  bent 
into  the  required  form. 

The  cui'ious  thing  was  that,  as  regards  the 
number  of  fish  landed,  all  seemed  to  have  much 
the  same  sport,  in  spite  of  the  difference  in  the 
quality  of  tackle  used. 

Worms  were  the  almost  universal  bait,  pre- 
sented to  the  fish  in  various  ways.  Some  cast 
upstream  in  the  manner  so  much  affected  by 
trout  fishers  in  the  north  of  Ireland  when  the 
streams  are  low  and  clear ;  others  tied  a  stone  a 
few  inches  above  the  bait  to  sink  it  to  the  bottom. 
The  latter  was  the  method  most  popular  with 
T.  A. 

Very  few  mahseer  were  caught,  and  those  only 
of  a  small  size,  ranging  from  lib.  to  31b.  The 
fish  that  was  caught  in  great  numbers,  especially 
at  first,  was  the  "  snow  trout,"  a  sporting  little 
fish,  in  general  shape  rather  like  a  trout,  but  in 
other  respects  entirely  different.  It  lacked  the 
false  dorsal  fin,  and  possessed  a  mouth  which 
suggested  that  its  owner  was  purely  a  bottom 
feeder,  for  the  lower  lip  was  thick  and  homy,  and 
the  upper  lip  was  capable  of  voluntary  extension 
down  over  the  lower  one,  as  is  the  case  with  the 
mahseer.  It  was  of  a  bright  silvery  colour,  and 
without  any  spots. 

I  have  searched  through  that  excellent  work 
"  The  Rod  in  India,"  by  H.  6.  Thomas,  in  the 
hope  of  finding  therein  some  account  and  descrip- 
tion of  this  fish,  the  average  size  of  which,  in  the 
Bara  river,  was  about  ilh.,  but  can  find  no 
mention  made  of  it. 

My  gear  arrived  ten  days  after  I  had  sent  for 
it,  and  during  that  time  the  whole  of  the  water 
within  camp  limits  had  been  so  thoroughly  fished 
that  any  of  the  finny  tribe  left  in  it  had  become 
quite  as  shy  and  knowing,  from  bitter  experience, 
as  the  highly  educated  denizens  of  the  Hampshire 
chalk  streams. 

The  falling  off  of  sport  had  been  accompanied 
by  a  great  thinning  out  in  the  ranks  of  the  army 
of  anglers. 

I  therefore  determined  to  make  my  first  attempt 
above  the  gorge  to  the  west  of  the  camp,  where  I 
had  learnt,  from  some  of  the  more  venturesome 
spirits,  that  there  were  several  very  good  pools.  So, 
on  the  morning  after  the  arrival  of  my  tackle,  I 
sallied  out  from  camp  with  an  escort  of  three 
armed  men  and  Rur  Singh,  the  latter,  in  the 
character  of  gillie,  carrying  my  rod  and  a  bait 
can — a  converted  Huntley  and  Palmer's  biscuit 
tin. 

Wending  our  way  upstream,  we  reached  the 
narrow  gorge,  through  which  we  had  to  wade  veiy 
cautiously,  for  the  current  was  strong  and  the 
water  at  times  up  to  our  waists.  At  the  farther 
end  we  were  confronted  by  a  large  and  deep  pool 
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which  bid  fair  to  bar  our  further  progress,  but, 
aft«r  looking  about  for  some  time,  a  ford  was 
discovered,  which  enabled  us  to  pass  to  the  far 
side. 

Here  the  camp'-limits  ended,  and  it  was  necessary 
before  proceeding  further  that  my  escort  should 
take  up  commanding  positions  on  the  high  ground 
on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and,  while  my  batman 
and  I  followed  its  course,  they  were  to  keep  abreast 
of  us  and  maintain  a  sharp  look-out  for  any  signs 
of  the  enemy. 

In  this  formation  we  continued  to  advance  for 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and,  trusting  to 
the  keen  eyes  of  my  Sikh  escort,  I  was  able  to 
devote  my  whole  attention  to  the  river,  mentally 
noting  down  likely  pools  which  I  would  fish  on 
my  way  back. 

My  original  plan  was  to  start  fishing  about  a 
mile  and  a  haK  from  camp,  and  fish  slowly  home 
downstream ;  but  when  I  had  reached  a  point 
barely  half-way  towards  my  destination  an  excited 
"  Sahib  !  Sahib ! "  from  Rur  Singh,  who  was 
pointing  to  the  high  ground  on  the  south,  drew 
my  attention  in  that  direction.  Almost  at  the 
same  moment  I  heard  the  report  of  a  rifle, 
and  saw  one  of  my  escort  crouching  down  behind 
a  boulder  on  the  summit  of  a  high  ridge. 

He  was  gazing  intently  in  a  direction  away 
from  the  river,  and,  as  I  watched,  I  saw  him 
present  his  rifle  and  fire. 

I"  knew  at  once  that  some  of  the  Pathans,  ever 
prowling  round  on  the  look-out  for  a  chance  shot, 
must  have  seen  him,  and  prudence  counselled  me 
to  fall  back  nearer  camp,  which  I  proceeded  to 
do,  signalling  to  my  escort  to  do  the  same. 

Having  returned  to  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  the  gorge,  I  left  my  gear  with  Rur  Singh,  and, 
scaling  the  height,  joined  my  look-out  man  on  the 
right  bank.  I  then  learnt  that  he  had  seen 
and  been  seen  by  two  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
promptly  fired  at  him  ;  but  they  had  not  followed 
him  up,  and  at  present  were  not  to  be  seen. 

After  satisfying  myself  that  the  latter  part  of 
his  information  was  correct,  and  fully  realizing 
that  my  fishing  was  liable  to  interruption  at  any 
moment  by  the  unwelcome  attentions  of  the 
owners  of  the  land,  I  hastened  to  rejoin  Rur 
Singh. 

On  regaining  the  river  bed  I  lost  no  time  in 
putting  together  my  rod  and  line,  and  having 
attached  a  trace  of  single  stout  salmon  gut,  I 
proceeded  to  select  from  the  biscuit  tin  a  suitable 
sized  bait. 

My  choice  fell  upon  a  small  murral  about  Sin. 
long,  and  having  despatched  it  I  threaded  it  to 
another  length  of  similar  gut  whipped  to  a  small 
triangle,  the  baiting  needle  being  inserted  at  the 
anus  and  out  through  the  mouth.  On  to  this 
length  of  gut  I  slipped  an  elongated  lead,  and 
passing  it  down  into  the  gullet  of  the  bait  I  sewed 
up  its  mouth. 

Having  attached  the  flight  to  the  trace  and 
worked  the  bait  well  down  on  to  the  triangle, 
thereby  giving  it  the  set  required  to  make  it  spin, 
all  was  ready  to  commence  my  campaign  against 
the  "  salmon  of  the  east." — a  campaign  which  I 
sincerely  hope  will  not  be  brought  to  a  permanent 
close  for  many,  many  years  to  come. 

I  was  then  standing  a  few  yards  above  the  head 
of  a  pool  into  which  the  river  fell,  forming  a 
diminutive  waterfall  18in.  high.  The  pool  was 
about  4-(>yd8.  long,  and  lOyds.  wide,  and  just 
below  the  fall  a  small  stream  entered  from  the 
opposite  side,  which  was  steep  and  rocky.  The 
miniature  whirlpools  formed  by  the  junction  of 
the  waters  looked  to  me  as  promising  a  spot  to 
Vjegin  operations  as  any  I  had  yet  seen. 

The  water  being  extremely  clear,  it  was 
necessary  to  use  the  greatest  circumspection 
when  approaching  it,  so  entering  the  river  some 
little  distance  above  the  fall,  I  waded  carefully 
dov/n  towards  the  head  of  the  pool,  making  myself 
as  small  as  possible,  and  eventually  gained  the 
friendly  cover  of  a  large  rock,  from  behind 
which  I  was  able  to  command  the  whole  of  the 
pool. 

Commencing  with  a  short  line,  I  carefully 
fished  the  broken  water  at  the  foot  of  the  fall, 
but  without  success.  Then,  without  lifting  the 
bait  from  the  water,  I  paid  out  line  and  allowed 
tlie  current  to  sweep  it  down  towards  tiie  c(3nlre 
of  the  pool,  afterwards  winding  in  and  working 
the  bait  to  and  fro  across  the  current  at  the  same 
time. 

Repeating  these  operations  with  a  gradually 


lengthening  line,  I  had  searched  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  water  before  my  exertions  were  rewarded. 

While  the  bait  was  leisurely  passing  the  mouth 
of  the  small  stream  previously  mentioned,  there 
was  a  sudden  swirl  of  the  water  underneath  the 
overhanging  rocks,  and,  with  a  blow  which  almost 
jerked  the  rod  from  my  hands,  the  bait  was 
seized.  The  fish,  tearing  madly  down  the  pool, 
caused  my  reel  to  utter  a  long,  agonising  scream, 
and  pulled  my  rod  point  down  almost  to  the 
water,  while  the  line  was  drawn  out  with 
astonishing  velocity. 

All  this  took  place  so  rapidly,  and  the  change 
from  peace  and  calmness  to  noise  and  excitement 
was  so  instantaneous  that  I  must  honestly 
confess  that  for  a  moment  I  lost  my  presence  of 
mind.  I  was,  however,  rudely  and  unexpectedly 
brought  to  a  cooler  state,  and  that  in  a  double 
sense  of  the  term,  when,  inadvertently  stepping 
back,  I  slipped,  and  in  a  trice  was  sitting  up  to 
my  shoulders  in  a  strong  current  of  icy  cold 
water,  the  pool  completely  hidden  from  view  by 
the  rock,  behind  which  I  had  a  moment  before 
been  standing. 

I  had  managed  instinctively  to  keep  my  line 
taut,  but  it  now  showed  signs  of  slackening,  as, 
the  first  mad  rush  being  over,  the  fish  returned 
upstream.  Sitting  there,  it  was  as  much  as  I 
could  do  to  keep  a  touch  on  the  fish  at  all  by 
winding  in  as  fast  as  I  possibly  could,  and  when  I 
attempted  to  struggle  to  my  feet,  off  darted  the 
fish  again,  and  back  I  subsided  on  to, my  damp  and 
chilly  seat. 

At  the  end  of  this  second  rush,  which  vas  not 
so  wild  as  the  first,  there  was  a  sudden  and  most 
inexplicable  check,  followed  by  a  series  of  violent 
and  prolonged  jerks. 

Such  behaviour  on  the  part  of  any  fish  was 
entirely  outside  my  experience,  but  the  straight 
rod  and  sagging  line  which  resulted  were  only 
too  familiar ;  and  with  them  came  those  feelings 
of  bitter  disappointment  which  all  anglers — even 
the  best  of  them — must  sometimes  experience. 

With  the  disappearance  of  the  excitement  of 
playing  a  fish — an  excitement  which  takes  such 
complete  possession  of  the  true  enthusiast  as  to 
render  him  for  the  time  being  utterly  regardless 
of  his  surroundings — came  the  loud  protests  of 
flesh  and  blood  against  any  further  continuance 
of  the  immersion  in  water  the  temperature  of 
which  was  very  little  above  freezing  point. 

I  therefore  hastened  to  regain  an  upright 
position,  but  as  I  did  so  and  again  commanded  a 
view  of  the  pool,  the  scene  that  greeted  my 
disconsolate  gaze  was  so  totally  unexpected,  that 
I  very  nearly  resumed  my  late  unpleasant  seat  on 
the  bed  of  the  stream. 

As  I  gazed  open-mouthed,  too  astonished  to  be 
angry,  the  mystery  of  the  jerks  and  tugs,  the 
slack  line,  and  straight  rod  was  explained.  There, 
in  the  very  middle  of  the  pool,  puflSng  and  blowing 
like  a  grampus,  and  creating  such  a  turmoil  and 
hubbub  in  the  water  as  would  put  to  shame  the 
struggles  of  a  wounded  whale  was  Rur  Singh. 

Too  engrossed  to  notice  my  reappearance  on 
the  scene,  up  to  his  waist  in  water,  he  was 
frantically  struggling  with  some  unseen  monster 
which  seemed  to  be  making  a  determined  assault 
on  his  lower  extremities,  and,  moreover,  the 
constantly  changing  expression  of  his  dusky 
countenance  gave  me  a  faithful  and  graphic 
description  of  the  varying  phases  of  the  battle  in 
progress. 

Rur  Singh,  on  whom  I  had  exhausted  my 
limited  vocabulary  of  Hindostani  every  day  for 
the  last  week  in  my  endeavours  to  inculcate  him 
into  the  mysterious  duties  of  a  gillie,  had  stepped 
between  me  and  my  (juarry,  and  taken  upon  him- 
self the  thankless  task  of  landing  the  fish  which 
I  had  hooked. 

Being  without  a  landing  net  or  gaff  it  was  use- 
less for  me  to  interfere  beyond  allowing  plenty  of 
slack  to  the  line,  which  had  got  inextricably 
wound  in  and  out  between  his  legs  during  the 
frantic  endeavours  of  the  fish  to  evade  capture. 

Finally,  after  what  appeared  to  me  an  inter- 
minable age,  during  which  I  expected  every 
minute  to  see  the  fish  escape  through  the  tackle 
giving  way,  Rur  Singh  managed  somehow  or  other 
to  obtain  a  grip  on  his  slippery  prey  and  to 
stagger  to  the  bank,  upon  whicli  he  cast  it  with  a 
grunt  of  satisfaction. 

So  pleased  and  triumphant  did  he  look  that  I 
(^ould  not  find  it  in  my  heart  to  reproach  the  be- 
draggled and  dripping  object  before  me,  although  ' 


I  could  not  help  feeling  that  his  inopportune- 
interference  had  deprived  me  of  the  long  antici-' 
pated  pleasure  of  landing  and  killing  unaided  my 
first  mahseer.  Indeed,  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that 
the  beaming  face  of  my  faithful  follower,  as  he 
threw  the  fish  on  the  bank  and,  catching  sight  of 
me,  called  out  in  Hindostani,  "  A  big  fish,  sahib," 
did  not  entirely  outweigh  the  pleasure  I  might 
have  experienced  without  his  interference. 

Rur  Singh  was  evidently  quite  convinced  that 
he  had  rendered  me  a  great  service,  and  that  but 
for  his  heroic  conduct  the  sahib  would  have  lost 
his  fish.  Needless  to  say,  I  did  not  on  that 
occasion  attempt  to  disillusion  him,  but  kept  any 
misgivings  I  may  have  had  on  the  subject  to, 
myself. 

All's  well  that  ends  well.  There  in  front  of  me 
lay  my  first  mahseer.  It  was  disappointingly 
small  considering  the  amount  of  trouble  it  had 
taken  to  encompass  its  destruction,  and  I  found 
it  difficult  to  believe  that  this  small  fish,  which 
scaled  barely  3ilb.,  could  have  been  the  author  of 
that  first  magnificent  and  uncontrollable  rush 
down  the  pool. 

I  was  but  a  tyro  then,  and  later  experiences  in 
different  parts  of  India  with  mahseer,  beside 
which  the  one  before  me  was  but  a  minnow,  have 
taught  me  that  to  attempt  to  judge  the  size  of  the 
fish  by  the  impetuosity  of  his  first  rush  is  quite 
useless. 

I  continued  fishing  downstream,  and  by  the 
time  I  reached  the  entrance  to  the  gorge  I  had 
landed  five  mahseer,  ranging  from  lib.  to  3ilb., 
the  heaviest  fish  being  my  first.  Here,  learning 
from  my  escort  that  the  advance  picquets  round  the 
camp  were  being  withdrawn,  I  signalled  to  them 
to  rejoin  me,  and  together  we  retraced  oiu-  steps 
through  the  gorge  and  back  to  camp. 

Thus  ended  what  is,  and  always  will  ba,  one  of 
the  red-letter  days  of  my  life.  And  although  I 
have  had  many  a  tussle  with  mighty  "Barbus 
Tor"  since  under  circumstances  and  amid 
surroundings  very  different  from  those  which 
attended  me  on  this  occasion,  none  have  been 
attended  with  quite  the  same  feelings  of  gratifica- 
tion and  pride  which  possessed  Rur  Singh  and  me 
as  we  looked  upon  the  gasping  form  of  "  Our  First 
Mahseer."  Ubique. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

i  30  min,  for  Ohelsea.  ^65  min.  for  Eew. 

xmJ^'^  ■>     •>  Putney.  ArtrtV^   •>     "  Bictmond. 

^'^'^ilS   „    „  HammersmUh.  •^"°)80  „     „  Twickenham. 

(80  „    „  Barnes.  (,85   „     ,,  Teddiiigton. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  It 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.2S,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Watbb  at  Londok  Beudsb. 

Horning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Feb.  17      3.52 

Sunday,          „  18    4.  7    4.21 

Monday,         „  19    4.86   .,  4.51 

Tuesday,        ,,  20    fi.  6    .'i.jn 

Wednesday,    „  21    5.35    6..'>3 

Thursday,       ,,  22    6.18    G.S) 

Friday,           „  23    6.69    7.27 

HlSH  WATEB  AT  AMBBBLET  AND  PULBOBOUSH. 

Horning.  £venlnir. 

Saturday,     Feb.    17    4.18    4.82 

Sunday,  „      18    4.47    5.  1 

Monday,         „      19    5  16    5.81 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridj;e,  Amberley, 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Chertsey). — My  reports  for  last  week  are : 
One  day,  with  Mr.  Loones,  one  braoe  of  jack,  weigbinff 
14Jlb.  ;  one  d*y,  with  Mr.  GoTdon,  two  brace  and  a  half 
of  good  jiok.  The  water  is  in  condition,  but  it  is  almott 
too  cold.  I  have  got  plenty  of  ordars  in  when  the  snow 
hiB  gone,  and  I  will  send  my  reports  evary  week. — Lotan 
IlAi'iiETT  (Fisherman). 

  (Eton). — The  prospect  of  sport  is  anything  hut 

favourable,  another  very  heavy  fall  of  snow  having  visited 
the  district  on  Tuesday  night,  and  nnlesj  a  rapid  thaw  and 
a  push  of  water  should  occur  during  the  next  few  days, 
the  condition  of  the  water  will  scarcely  be  favourable  for 
good  sport  to  be  obtained  again  before  the  close  of  the 
season . — C  lo  ( ■  i  l  1 1  o  w  l  e  r  t  . 

  (Henley). — Feb.  14. — Few  anglers  have  been  out 

during  the  past  week,  and  little  sport  lias  been  had  ;  the 
continued  changeable  weather  sooms  to  koop  t  he  fish  off  the 
feed.  The  iloating  ice  has  been  most  troublosoino  to  pike  and 
chub  anglers,  some  of  the  best  swims  being  quite  choked  up. 
A  patron  of  (i.  Arlett  landed  a  pike  of  8lb.  on  Feb.  8,  while 
another  angler  has  tiken  a  chub  of  3lb,  A  few 
bankers  were  down  on  Feb,  11,  but  could  not  get  on  with 
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"FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund — the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 

FOURTEENTH  LIST. 

£  s.  d. 

"Anonymous"   5   0  0 

Elgia  Angling  Society  (per  Mr.  G.  Kini;,  sec),  collected  by  Mr.  E.  Charlton  : 

Mr.  E.  A.  Charlton,  6d. ;  Mr.  W.  Eeid,  6d. ;  Mr.  T.  Newell,  6d. ;  Mr.  W. 

Fitch,  6d. ;  Mr.  Nolind,  6d. ;  Mr.  Kofjgerg,  6d. ;  Mr.  T.  Ridewood,  6d.  ;  Mr. 

F.  Flushman,  6d.  ;  Briar,  6d.;  Mr.  B.  Meredith,  6d. ;  Mrs.  Charlton,  6d. ;  Mr. 

W.  Armstrong,  6d. ;  Mr.  H.  Hawker,  Is.  ;  Mrs.  Watts,  3d   0   7  3 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society  (per  Mr.  P.  P.  Sorge,  hon.  sec.) :  Mr.  J.  Jeffrey 

(president),  2g.  6d.  ;  Mr.  C.  M.,  Is. ;  Mr.  E.  J.  R.,  Is. ;  Mr.  J.  N.,  Is. ;  Mr. 

L.  de  R.,  la. ;  Mr.  W.  0.  W.,  Is. ;  Mr.  F,  P.  S.,  Is. ;  Mr.  G.  J.  F.,  Is. ; 

Mr.  E.  E.,  6d   0  10  0 


5  17  3 

Amount  from  thirteenth  list  178  18  11 


Total   184  16  2 

Several  subacriptionB  hare  arrived  too  late  for  acknowledgment  this  week — ^will  appear  in  next  list. 


;  the  roach,  which  are  still  off  the  feed.  One  would  think 
the  perch  would  bite  just  now,  but  they  don't,  although  the 
water  is  not  a  bad  colour  with  a  good  stream  running. 
Altogether  prospects  are  not  promising. — Stanley  Mead, 

Thames  (Kingston).— By  Telegraph.— Heavy 
rain  ;  watpr  rising  ;  not  much  doing. — Richardson. 

  (Walton).— (Feb.  13).    The  water  is  very  low  and 

bright,  and  the  only  fish  that  might  be  fished  for  with  any 
chance  of  success  is  perch  ;  but  owing  to  the  very  severe 
weather  the  fishing  is  now  practically  at  a  standstill,  and 
when  the  change  comes  the  snow  will  wash  into  the  river, 
and  the  water  for  a  time  will,  iudeed,  be  in  a  worse  condi- 
tion than  it  is  now.  The  severe  weather  will  do  good  in 
one  way,  aa  it  will  help  to  keep  the  jack  and  perch  back 
from  spawning,  as  they  were  getting  too  forward  again  this 
season.  The  only  anglers  about  are  the  kingfishers  ;  they 
can  be  seen  flying  from  tree  to  tree,  also  darting  down  cn 
surface  of  the  water  after  the  small  fry.  There  are  also  a 
good  many  eea  gulls  about. — .John  Hone. 

Ancholme  District. — Nothing  has  been  done  of  late 
in  the  angling  line  owing  to  severity  of  the  weather.  A 
good  many  fish  have  been  lost  on  stagnant  waters  recently 
owing  to  frost ;  the  fish  have  not  had  sufficient  air. 
Persons  having  still  fish-ponds  should  daily  break  the  ic8. 
When  this  is  done  fish  often  jump  right  out  on  to  the  ice. 
—Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Aran  (Folboronj;!!). — The  river  here  is  still  very 
much  out  of  order,  and  the  lower  lands  are  covered  with 
a  mixture  of  water,  snow,  and  ica.  Tuesday's  heavy 
snowstorm  has  not  improved  matters,  though  a  rapid  thaw 
has  set  in  to-day  (Wednesday).— W.  G.  Hollman. 

Wye  (Bnilth  Wellsj.— We  have  now  the  river  frozen 
over  and  a  fall  of  snow  tc-day  (Wednesday).  Fishing  will 
be  at  a  discount  for  a  week  or  so,  without  we  get  a  quick 
change  of  weather. — W,  B.  Roberts. 

Cornish  Streams. — During  the  close  season  on  the 
Camel  the  conservators  have  had  several  meetings  for  the 
purpose  of  devising  some  methods  for  increasing  the  stock 
of  fish.  The  season  of  1899  was  an  extraordinarily  dry 
one,  and  although  the  rods  went  on  until  the  end  of 
November,  not  until  the  winter  floods  came  did  salmon 
nm  up  in  anything  like  quantity.  By  January  the  river 
was  full  of  fish.  The  vice-chairman,  Mr.  B.  F.  Edyvean, 
has  been  most  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  improve  the 
fishing,  and,  supported  by  a  zealous  body  of  conservators, 
there  is  no  doubt  a  better  state  of  affairs  is  in  immediate 
prospect.  On  the  Tamar  and  Plym  the  trout  fithing, 
except  where  protected  by  an  association,  begins  on 
Tab.  2— this  year  a  most  agreeable  fishing  month  !  In 
Cornwall  the  date  for  opening  is  March  IG  The  agitation 
about  the  prospective  pollution  of  the  Lynker  still 
continnea,  and  everybody  is  hoping  this  grand  river  will 
soon  be  perfectly  fishable. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  District).- The  suggestion  to 
umit  the  time  of  evening  fishing  and  tlie  time  for  fishing 
with  the  worm,  and  also  to  place  a  limit  length  or  weight 
OB  peal,  has  brought  forth  several  protests  from  indignant 
anglers,  who  assert  there  is  no  necessity  for  placing  any 
restriction  on  the  capture  of  peal,  there  being  thousands 
in  the  river  which  are  never  captured.  It  is  contended 
that  as  much  skill  is  required  to  take  fish  with  the  worm 
or  natural  bait  as  with  any  other  lure.  There  is  no 
^obability,    however,  of  any  change    being  made.— 


DeTonshire  Streams. — Very  little  has  been  done  as 
yet  on  the  rivers  which  opened  on  the  1st  of  the  month, 
whilst  the  fall  of  snow  will  affect  the  streams  to  open  on 
March  1,  unless  the  snow  water  clears  oS  quickly. 
Taken  generally,  the  seascn's  prospects  are  fairly  pro- 
mising ;  at  any  rate,  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  there  will 
be  a  considerable  improvement  on  the  miserable  sport  of 
the  last  few  seasons.  From  every  district  comes  the  com- 
plaint of  last  year's  failure,  the  Tavy,  Walkham,  and 
Plym  Fishing  Association  reporting  that  the  season 
was  about  the  worst  experienced  since  its  establishment. 
Some  of  the  best  baskets  from  the  Tavy  were  twenty-six 
trout  (7Jlb.),  twenty-five  trout  (5Jlb.),  and  thirty  trout 
from  the  Meavy.  A  30oz.  trout  was  taken  from  the 
Meavy  ;  the  largest  salmon  taken  in  the  association  waters 
weighing  251b.  (killed  with  the  minnow),  several  of  101b. 
and  lUb.  being  landed.  One  rod  captured  eighty  peal  in 
the  season,  eleven  being  the  biggest  one-day  catch.  It  is 
stated  that  the  number  of  peal  ascending  the  Cad  and 
Plym  is  increasing  every  year,  and  it  is  hoped  to  prevent 
another  disaster  to  fish  by  poisoning  in  the  Tavy  by  the 
co-operation  of  the  fishery  board  and  Sir  Massey  Lopes. 
Nearly  2000  trout  were  transferred  to  the  latter  river  last 
year  from  leats.  The  receipts  of  the  association  amounted 
to  £198. — Devonian. 

Eastern  Counties  Rivers.  —  (Feb.  13.)  —  The 
Wensum  is  quite  frozen  over  ;  the  Yare  is  ditto  for  a  width 
of  15ft.  to  20ft.  from  the  banks  ;  the  Gipping  and  BJaok- 
water  are  also  covered  with  ice.  Where  the  water  is  open 
it  shows  the  greenish  tinge  caused  by  the  melted  snow. 
No  fishing  can  reasonably  be  expected  until  the  end  of  the 
month  at  the  earliest  — W.  H.  E. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  weather  has  taken  a 
very  wintry  turn  this  week,  first  severe  frost  and  then 
snow.  It  has,  of  course,  effectually  stopped  all  angling, 
and  will  cause  a  very  general  feeling  of  disappointment  to- 
morrow, loth  inst.,  thit  being  the  opening  day  for  troutiog 
on  lower  and  Thorverton  Association  waters.  However, 
the  trout  will  be  all  the  better  for  another  week  or  two's 
respite. —  Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sontli  Lines,  and  Cambs.).— 
The  drains  in  the  Fen  country  are  now  like  a  sealed  book 
—you  cannot  get  at  the  contents.  Angling  has  given  way 
to  skating,  and  skating  championships  are  the  sports 
galore.  The  weather  is  very  cold,  the  snow  lies  around 
very  thick,  and  when  a  change  is  likely  to  come  we  do  not 
know.  Only  the  rapid  rivers  are  open,  and  these  are  not 
worth  visiting  under  present  conditions. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).- Angling  in  this 
district  is  now  practically  at  a  standstill.  Conditions  gat 
worse,  and  few  indeed  are  those  who  are  tempted  to  visit 
the  banks  of  the  streams  for  angling  purposes.  Of  course 
fish  are  to  be  caught,  but  few  are  indeed  enthusiastic 
enough  to  go  out  to  catch  them.  The  last  we  heard  of  the 
doings  of  the  district  was  from  a  party  between  Hayton 
and  Clayworth,  on  the  canal.  Some  of  these  got  about 
1  Ub.  of  roach  each,  but  the  canal  is  now  icebound. — L. 

Itea  and  Tributaries.— The  wintry,  stormy  weather 
has  resulted  in  fe  i  anglers  visiting  the  Lea  and  its  tribu- 
taries during  the  past  week,  and  their  numbers  are  likely 
to  be  lees  this  week-end.  The  Lea  has  been  frozen  over  in 
some  parts,  and  is  full  of  snow  and  ice  water.  It  cannot 
be  in  fishable  condition  even  under  the  most  favourable 
circumstances  for  some  time  to  come.    Roach  have, 


generally  speaking,  been  dead  r ff  the  feed,  and  few  fish  of 
any  kind  have  been  creeled*  Chub  up  to  lib.  12oz.  and 
some  roach  have  been  ciught  in  the  Stort,  but  owing  to 
tho  unfavourable  condition  of  the  river  and  the  rough 
weather  few  anglers  have  been  seen  along  its  banks  during 
the  past  week.  The  Beane,  Rib,  Ash,  Ac,  are  covered 
with  ice  in  some  parts,  but  when  the  snow  and  ice  dis- 
appear some  big  dace  and  ronch  ought  to  be  had  with  red 
worm  and  gentles. — Izaak  Walton. 

Jtugg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster).— Both  these 
streams  have  been  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and 
the  frosts  of  last  week  made  prospects  for  fishing  better; 
but  the  weather  bccime  very  severe,  and  parts  of  the  river 
were  frozen  over,  and  on  Tuesday  snow  fell  and  covered 
the  district,  and  there  will  he  little  prospect  of  any  fisLin  j 
being  had  in  this  pirt  for  some  days,  and  sport  will  have 
to  te  left  until  the  trout  are  in  season,  on  March  2.  The 
Pinsley  is  clear.    No  fishing  done. — Gwyn.ne. 

Ii-agg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsla,nd).— 
Though  rivers  are  apparently  fishable,  think  there  is  some 
snow  in  them,  at  any  rate  there  wil  be  in  a  few  days. 
During  last  Tuesday  night  fully  liin.  fell,  and  some  of  it 
is  sure  to  find  its  way  into  the  livers,  and,  of  course, 
destroy  any  chance  there  may  have  been  of  sport. — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— "  Ice  and  snowbound"  is 
the  condition  to-day  (Wednesday)  of  our  liver,  it  having 
been  completely  frozsn  over  for  the  past  two  days.  How- 
ever, on  Saturday  a  few  of  our  anglers,  fishing  near  Peter- 
borough Bridge,  had,'some  good  sport  amongst  the  roach, 
three  splendid  specimens  being  caught,  averaging  lib.  loz. 
each,  and  several  were  taken  besides  of  Jib.  and  jlb.  each. 
— E. A.  8. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry),  — The  enow  has  not  dis- 
coloured the  water  down  here  very  perceptibly,  and  the 
river  is  quite  open.  Only  two  gentlemen  out  during 
the  week,  and  they  both  got  several  jack,  but  Glib,  was  the 
largest.  All  the  sockdcllagers  seem  to  be  hanging  back 
for  the  coming  fortnight  I  suppose,  but  their  time  will 
come  shortly  now. — A.  Scaed. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  din  (Llanymy- 
nech), — There  was  another  very  heavy  and  long-continued 
fall  of  snow  in  this  neighbourhood  on  Tuesday,  which  was 
aooompmied  by  a  strong  gale  of  wind,  and  in  consequence 
of  which  the  snow  has  drifted  in  several  places  to  the 
depth  of  several  feet,  and  at  present  thera  is  not  the  least 
sign  of  its  disappearance,  as  there  is  a  severe  frost  every 
night ;  but  the  bright  sunshine  throughout  the  day  is  most 
favourable  for  anglers,  especially  those  in  pursuit  of  gray- 
ling, who  are  having  good  sport  amid  the  wintry 
surroundings,  as,  in  addition  to  the  country  being  covered 
with  snow,  the  rivers  are,  in  a  great  many  places,  partly 
frozen  over,  but  the  water  in  all  of  them  is  now  in  capital 
condition  for  angling,  and  not  much  above  the  average 
height  for  the  time  of  year.  In  the  Severn  some  good 
sport  with  pike,  chub,  roach,  dace,  and  other  coarse  fish  is 
obtained.  The  Vyrnwy  also  affords  cipital  sport  with 
grayling,  and  several  good  pike  and  chub  have  been  taken 
during  the  ^ast  few  days  in  that  river  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Llansantffraid.  Some  nice  dace  are  now  tiken 
from  the  Tanat,  and  also  grayling,  which  are  very 
numerous  in  this  river  near  its  junotion  with  the  Vyrnwy. 
There  are  no  salmon  anglers  at  present  in  this  neighbour- 
hood. No  salmon  have  as  yet  been  observed  in  the  rivers 
in  this  part,  and  netting  the  rivers  for  salmon  in  weather 
such  as  is  now  experienced  here  is  a  mild  manner  of 
committing  suicide. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  SuflEolk).— Angling  on  the  11th  was 
almost  impossible,  the  water  in  the  deeps  being  frozen 
over,  while  in  the  shallow  water  there  was  a  strong  stream 
running,  and  a  bitterly  cold  easterly  wind  blowing,  which, 
with  some  occasional  snowstortcs,  made  reaching  very 
awkward.  A  few  anglers  were  out,  but  the  only  cipture 
I  heard  of  was  a  pike  of  6|lb.  To-day  (Thursday)  the 
water  is  again  getting  open,  but  the  wind  is  still  in  the 
east,  and  plenty  of  tuow  about,  so  that  angling  prospacts 
are  not  of  the  best.— W.  T.  Bainbeidge. 

Sussex  Rivers  aud  Chichester  Canal.— Pros- 
pects of  sport  are  remoie.  Winter  still  holds  its  sway,  and 
altogether  it  has  been  a  rough  week  with  the  frost  and 
thaws;  then  a  blizzard  with  an  easterly  gale.  Rivers  have 
all  been'frozsn  over  too  much  for  angling  and  not  enough 
for  skating,  full  of  snow  broth,  and  in  many  parts  have 
been  over  the  banks.  It  will  be  some  time,  even  with  tine 
weather,  ere  sport  can  be  hoped  for.  A  few  anglers  were 
out  on  the  llth,  and  tried  the  Ouse,  but  nothing  was 
taken.  The  Fishery  Board  (Sussex  Deep  Sea)  Committee, 
at  Brighton  last  week,  had  the  alleged  sewage  pollution 
question  before  them  as  affecting  harbours,  Chichester 
among  them.  The  shell-fish  beds  have  suffered  ccndder- 
ably.  Cockles,  which  were  laigely  eaten,  and  from  the 
sale  of  which  many  gained  a  welcome  addition  to  their 
income,  were  last  year  tabooed,  so  many  persons  suffering 
from  a  fea'st  of  them,  and  they  were  not  to  be  sold  at  any 
price.  Fish  who  enter  the  harbour  with  the  tide  appear  to 
relish  the  addition  to  the  water.  Last  year  smelt  were  up 
in  myriads,  and  as  many  as  thirty  dozen  taken  at  a  tide. 
The  mud  appears  ccntiminated,  and,  although  the  shell- 
fish seem  to  fatten  on  the  deposit,  they  are  not  fit  for  food, 
—  CiEOEaE  P.  Salter. 

Teme  (Xindlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  last  week  the  prospscts 
for  sport  were  good,  but  snow  came  on,  followed  by  severe 
frosts,  and  the  weather  has  been  the  hardest  this  winter, 
and  angling  was  at  a  standstill.  On  Tuesday  night  heavy 
snow  fell  in  the  district,  covering  the  ground  to  a  depth  of 
several  inches,  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  a  thaw,  and 
angling  will  be  no  good  until  that  has  run  cff,  which  will 
be  some  days,  and  anglers  must  now  prepare  for  the 
opening  of  the  trout  season  on  March  2,  and  it  the  weather 
will  only  turn  fine  there  should  be  some  good  sport  had  as 
there  are  plenty  of  good  fieh  in  this  district.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  CluD,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear,  but  have  snow 
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water  in  them,  and  no  fishing  has  been  done  for  some  days ; 
Drospfcta  bad  at  present  owing  to  the  weather. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  but  not  in  good  order  for  fishing. 
At  the  end  of  Jatt  week  the  prospects  for  fishing  were 
good,  but  snow  fell,  and  severe  frosts  followed,  and  no 
anglers  would  venture  out.  The  frosts  continued  until 
Tuesday  tight,  when  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  covered  the 
district  several  inches  deep,  and  all  angling  is  at  an  end 
for  sime  days,  and  little  will  be  done  before  trout  come 
in. — Worcester. 

Witham,  fto.  (Uid-Llnoolasliire).  —  Eeports  of 
angling  from  this  district  are  Tery  scarce  just  now. 
Many  paits  of  the  river  are  frozen  over,  and  great 
quantities  of  snow  lie  on  the  land.  We  have  heard  of 
a  few  ciptures  on  the  old  Barlings  river  and  on  the 
Sincil  Dyke,  the  latter  before  the  hard  frost.  Some  few 
trials  were  also  made  about  Bardney  and  one  or  two 
other  places  of  resort,  but  their  doings  are  not  worth 
reporting.  Pike  fishers  in  the  lower  lengths  of  the  river 
got  on  but  very  poorly.  The  best  capture  I  have  heard  of 
lately  was  one  of  61b.,  but  that  was  some  days  ago.  What 
with  hard  frost,  snowfalls,  and  after  them  snow  broth, 
there  is  no  knowing  when  sport  may  be  resumed. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Dexweut,  Onee, 
&c.  (Yorkshire).— Next  to  the  war  and  the  influenza 
epidemic,  the  snowstorm  of  Saturday  and  Sunday  last  is 
the  topic  of  the  day,  for  angling  is  out  of  the  question  at 
present.  I  have  known  heavier  falls,  but  there  is  no 
question  that  the  storm  we  are  now  experiencing  is  the 
most  severe  we  have  had  for  some  years.  We  have  had  to 
keep  the  snow  plough  going  to  make  the  roads  in  the  dales 
passable  at  all,  and  some  of  the  passes  between  Yoredale 
and  Swaledale  are  blocked  altogether.  The  frost  has  been 
very  keen,  as  low  as  22^'  of  frost  being  registered  on  several 
nights.  My  thermometer  only  marked  10°  of  frost  last 
night,  but  more  snow  fell  early  this  morning,  and  although 
the  brilliant  sunshine  of  to-day  had  some  little  effect  on  the 
snow,  there  are  no  indications  of  a  break  up  of  the  storm, 
and  it  would  be  much  safer  to  predict  a  continuance  of 
skating,  curling,  and  other  sports  on  the  ice-bound  lakes, 
ponds,  and  riveis  of  Yorkshire  for  next  week  than  to  hold 
out  any  hopes  of  angling.  Wensleydale  and  Swaledale  are 
beautiful  at  any  time  of  the  year,  but  never  more  bo  to  my 
way  of  thinking  than  when  they  are  covered  with  snow  of 
virgin  purity,  and  the  miles  of  valley,  hills,  and  peaks  can 
be  seen  as  I  see  them  now  for  miles,  of  pure,  white  snow, 
and  under  a  brilliant  sun.  Some  of  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Yore  are  a  veritable  fairyland  ;  Aysgarth  Falls,  Gotter 
Forse,  Mill  Gill,  Hardrow  Scar,  and  other  waterfalls 
are  rapidly  becoming  icebound,  and  the  icicles 
are  in  wonderful  and  glistening  variety,  but  to  see  them 
the  utmost  care  must  be  taken  in  traversing  the  snow- 
bonnd  banks  of  the  abream.  During  the  great  frost  of 
1881  Hardraw  was  a  mass  of  ice  from  the  summit  to  the 
base,  forming  a  column  lOOt't.  high.  If  Nature  again  plays 
this  fantastic  trick,  it  will  be  a  picture  worth  visiting. 
The  annual  report  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  appears 
in  another  column.  Perusal  of  the  annual  report  will 
show  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  income  is  contributed 
by  10, 016  anglers,  who  pay  Is.  each  for  rod  licence,  which 
allows  them  to  fish  for  trout  or  char.  I  agree  with  Gapt. 
Key,  who  said  ''  It  was  most  unfair  for  anglers  who  never 
fished  for  a  salmon  to  be  compelled  to  pay  for  salmon 
preservation";  but  if  it  is  unfair  for  the  trout  rod  li'cancees 
to  pay  for  the  preservation  of  salmon,  how  much  more 
unjust  must  it  be  to  compel  the  working  men  and  boy 
anglers,  who  njver  fi.h  in  waters  containing  a  single  trout, 
to  take  out  a  trout  licence  ?  I  hope  Capt.  Key  will  not 
let  the  matter  rest  where  i;  is.  There  was  a  telegraphic 
error  in  my  account  of  the  pike  caught  by  Mr.  Gibson  and 
a  ftiend  last  week  near  York.  It  should  have  read  seven 
pike,  weighing  (iSlb.,  not  eleven  fish.  It  was  a  rare  catch. 
I  used  to  break  holes  in  the  ice  and  live  bait  for  pike 
in  my  younger  days,  bat,  alas  !  I  dare  not  attempt  it 
now.  My  medical  man  took  a  lot  of  persuading  before  he 
would  let  me  go  gtayliog  fishing  this  winter ;  jou  can 
keep  yourself  warm  knocking  about  the  banks  and  on  the 
gravel  beds,  but  he  drew  the  line  at  live  baiting  for  pike  in 
keen  frost.  Mr.  Pickersgill  and  Mr.  Grimstiaw,  fishing 
the  Whaifeon  Saturday,  had  good  sport  with  the  cock- 
spur  worm,  and  killed  a  basket  of  grayling,  chub,  roach, 
and  dace ;  and  on  the  same  day  the  vi  cll-known  pike  fisher- 
man, Mr.  W.  R.  Cra'sam,  at  Harewood  Bridge,  amongst 
the  jack,  but  they  were  not  remarkable  for  size.  Since 
Saturday  I  have  not  heard  of  anyone  breaking  holes  in  the 
ice  for  aigling  purposes.  I  have  given  an  account  of  the 
York  Jlrml'l  Club  dinner  in  another  column.  Another 
York  club,  viz.,  the  City  of  York  Angling  Society,  held 
their  annual  dinner  at  the  Albert  Hotel,  Skeldergate, 
York,  on  Monday.  The  members,  with  their  frit  nds, 
crowded  their  large  club  room,  the  chairman,  Mr.  D.  S. 
Wake,  being  supported  by  Mr.  George  Breed,  Mr.  J. 
Stouksmitb,  Mr.  .1.  Hoyland,  Mr.  Appleby,  Mr.  John 
Law,  and  Mr.  U.  Crow.  The  chairman  give  the  toast  of 
th9  "  <,iueen  and  rest  of  the  Royal  Family"  inappropriate 
terms.  Mr.  George  Breed  proposed  the  "  Navy,  Army, 
Anxiliary  Forc<8,  and  Uelatives  and  Friends  at  the 
Front."  The  vice-chairman  responded.  The  chairman 
proposed  the  "  City  of  York  Angling  Society,"  and  said 
thai  the  pi»t  year  bad  been  a  mo8'<  successful  one.  No 
less  than  three  matches  had  been  fished,  ai  d  the  outings 
had,  he  contidered,  been  most  beneficial  to  the  me  i. hers 
individailly,  and  a'to  to  the  club,  of  which  he  was  proud 
to  be  a  member.  A  large  amount  of  money  had  been 
ip  nt  by  the  club  on  those  cicursione,  and  I  e  lup  d  thut 
coming  season  would  bring  oven  a  greater  doiermina- 
tioa  amongst  the  members  to  provide  more  of  such  enj  >y- 
ttble  oiilings.  The  feorntary,  Mr.  Roljert  ICden,  suitably 
responded.  Mr.  IJ.  Wriggleswortli  iiroposed  the  ho.ilth 
of  the  "  Riparian  Ownerc,  Gentlemen  who  give  I'otmiesion 
to  Fish,  aiid  Donors  of  Prizes,"  and  said  that  italTordedull 


clubs  intense  gratification  when  they  considered  tba";  they 
as  a  body,  or  indeed  any  of  the  members,  rarely,  if  ever, 
received  a  refusal  to  extend  their  rods  and  lines  in  private 
waters.  Mr.  Hoyland  responded.  The  other  toasts  were 
"Our  Guests"  and  the  "Host"  (Mr.  Wm.  Smith). 
During  the  evening  aongs  were  sung  by  Messrs.  Beadmore, 
T.  Lofthouse,  Wilde,  Breed,  Smurthwaite,  A.  Pratt,  and 
J.  Booker.  Mr.  A.  Hagyard  sang  "  The  Absent-Minded 
Beggar,"  and  in  response  the  company  cr>ntributed  the 
sum  of  7s.,  which  will  be  handed  to  the  Torl-shire  Herald 
and  Eveniyirj  Press  Relief  Fund.  Mr.  T.  Lofthouse  ably 
accompanied  the  songs  on  a  piano  kindly  lent  for  the 
occasion  by  Messrs.  J.  Gray  and  Sons.  A  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  proceedings.  Mr. 
Fenwick,  of  the  Prince  Arthur  Hotel,  Leeds,  has  pur- 
chased the  two  large  Irish  pike  and  case  of  grayling  from 
me  to  embellish  the  room  in  which  the  Prince  Arthur 
Angling  Club  hold  their  meetings.  There  seems  a  demand 
for  big  specimen  pike  just  now  ;  if  any  of  my  Irish  readers 
oatcH  one  from  401b.  upwards  I  can  find  them  a  customer 
if  ttey  will  wire  me  as  soon  as  possible  after  capture. 
By  Telegraph. — The  weather  continues  very  wintry; 
the  wind  has  changed  from  north-west  to  south-east ; 
snow  is  again  falling  thick  and  fast,  with  a  rising 
barometer ;  there  is  little  prospect  of  ■  any  immediate 
break  up  of  the  storm,  and  angling  at  present  is  out  of 
the  question. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Stition-strcet,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  £8k  and  Iiiddle.— The  last  season  was  a 
poor  one,  but  it  is  hoped  that,  with  the  association  renting 
the  net  fishings  of  Lord  Lonsdale  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Esk,  and  keeping  nets  out  of  the  river,  there  will  be 
better  sport  in  future,  though,  considering  the  number_  of 
whemmle  nets  in  the  Solway,  members  of  the  association 
are  not  too  confident  of  any  very  great  improvement  till 
some  change  is  made  in  the  fishing  laws  of  the  Solway. 
The  members  of  the  association  have  decided  to  assess 
themselves  in  a  C9rtain  rate  in  order  to  pay  the  expenses 
cf  watching  the  rivers.  That  part  of  the  waters  below 
Canonbie  glebe  lands  were  opened  on  Thursday,  the  15th, 
for  fly  fishing,  and  the  whole  of  the  waters  will  be  open  on 
March  15.  Season  tickets  will  be  4  guineas,  and  lower  for 
particular  portions  of  water.  Part  of  the  waters  will  be 
closed  on  Oct.  1,  and  the  whole  on  Nov.  1. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banfifahire).— The  net  and  rod  salmon 
fishings  on  the  river  Deveron  opened  on  Monday  under 
very  unfavourable  circumstances.  The  pool  where  tha 
fishermen  commenced  operations  was  covered  over  with 
ice,  and  although  the  fishermen  were  early  at  work  clearing 
away  the  ice,  it  was  mid-day  before  an  area  was  cleared  in 
which  they  could  ply  the  net.  A  start  was  made  there- 
after, but  no  success  attended  their  efforts,  and  up  to  the 
close  of  the  day  not  a  fish  was  landed.  During  the  night, 
however,  the  fishermen  fared  better,  five  salmon  having 
been  landed.  They  were  of  good  quality,  and  averaged 
71b.  Not  a  diseased  fish  was  to  be  seen.  On  Tuesday 
the  frost  continued  very  severe,  and  throughout  the  day 
not  a  fish  was  got,  and  only  a  trout  of  about  lib.  weight 
by  the  night  shift.  The  fishermen  have  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  using  the  net  owing  to  the  pieces  of  ioa 
coming  down  the  river,  and  until  a  change  takes  place 
there  IS  little  prospect  of  fish  running.  A  small  box  (the  first 
cf  the  season)  was  dispatched  by  the  mid-day  train  on 
Tuesday  for  the  south.  On  the  opening  day  last  year  the 
river  was  too  high  for  successfully  plying  the  net,  and  at 
night  they  had  only  a  few  trout.  Owing  to  the  rough 
state  of  the  sea  no  nets  could  be  put  in,  and  on  Tuesday 
an  attempt  was  made,  but  only  one  net  was  set  in  position. 
The  lessee  of  the  fishings  is  Provost  Bissett,  who  for  many 
years,  until  the  removal  of  the  cruive  dyke  a  few  years 
ago,  had  an  average  of  180  fish  on  the  opening  day. 

Kenmore  (Ijocli  Tay).— -On  the  hotel  water,  on  the 
8th,  Major-General  Hay  killed  a  salmon,  171b. ;  also  on  the 
10th,  one  of  Ittlb.— Knight. 

North-East  of  Mcotland.— A  keen  frost  held  the 
angler  at  defiance  all  over  the  north  on  the  opening  days, 
and  not  a  single  cast  has  anywhere  been  got.  If  the 
weather  moderates,  as  much  of  some  of  the  pools  may  be 
cleared  as  may  permit  of  a  cast  to-day  (Thursday),  but  it 
would  be  little  les5  than  miraculous  to  expect  sport.  There 
are  slight  indications  that  the  present  storm  will  gradually 
disappear  in  a  rotten  fresh,  meantime  anything  would  be 
welcomed.  Some  seventeen  fish  were  netted  on  the 
Banchory  Deveneck  water  on  Tuesday.  This  is  a  good 
sign  for  the  Dee,  as  the  ice  had  to  be  out  before  the  pool 
could  be  netted.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  waters  a  good 
many  fish  were  seen  in  the  pools  prior  to  the  storm.  Mr. 
J.  C.  Deverel  is  down  for  the  Desa  water  for  the  opsning 
month.  Messrs.  Blacklaws  have  the  Borrowstone  section 
to  dispose  of  for  February.  Mrs.  and  Miss  Pickering  are 
waiting  a  thaw,  but  very  few  anglera  have  as  yet  come 
north,  excapt  those  mostly  who  would  have  been  lin  roei- 
denoe  at  any  rate.  On  the  Don  several  of  the  pools  were 
partially  cleared  for  netting  purposes,  and  on  the  opening 
day  Mr.  Malloch,  Perth,  had  some  eighty  fine  fish  on  the 
(irandholm  and  thirty  on  the  Muggiemoss  sections.  Such 
a  show  of  early  fish  has  not  been  seen  for  many  years  back 
on  the  Don,  and  speaks  volumes  for  the  prospects  of  a 
good  Fjjring  fishing.  The  North  and  South  Esks  open 
to-day  (Thursday),  but,  as  elsewhere,  little  or  nothing  can 
be  done  till  a  thorough  fresh  sets  in. — (i.  M. 


To  SPOitTSHitN.  —  flurberrys,  31),  llaymarltot,  London,  and 
BiiHinffi'tolio,  are  now  olTnrlnK  at  JiAi/i'  I'liidit  tlioir  '111)  Model  and 
Block  Sporting  Garmontfl,  vl7.. :  (lAliAniiiNic  tlNi.iNi  n  KarnierH' 
Overcoats,  21h.  ;  White  Hiding  BroerhoR,  •i\H.  (lAIUlililNK 
UoMiilNATKiN  tiliootinfr  OoatH,  Mm.  lid.  and  .11n.  (;d. ;  Knldter 
Hrcouhen,  'JIh.  ;  llurhorry  ('apea,  II  1h.  ISd. ;  Long  Ovorcoats,  31  h.  (id 
IlAiN  I'lioorni)  TwiiKi)  fc>hootln({  Ooats,  'JilB.  :id.  und  31h.  Od. ; 
WalntcoatH,  To.  (id.  ;  Wcathor  AU  Oonts,  31h.  Od.  Sent  on  approval 
on  receipt  of  choquo  covering.  Advt. 


South  of  Scotland. — The  prospects  for  the  opening 
of  the  angling  has  become  considerably  blighted  since  last 
week's  report.  Snowstorms  of  great  severity  prevailed  on  - 
Friday  and  Saturday,  and  the  country  is  covered  with  snow 
to  the  depth  of  nearly  2ft.  in  some  pirts.  Intense  frost 
followed  on  Sunday,  and  no  less  than  30"  were  registered 
in  the  district  of  Annandale.  On  Monday  the  whole  of 
the  rivers  became  icebound  from  their  souroa  to  the  sea. 
At  the  time  of  writing  curlers  are  enjoying  the  "  roaring 
game"  on  some  of  our  best  salmon  pools.  To-night  the 
frost  is  as  keen  as  ever,  and  there  is  no  indication  of  a 
change  in  the  hard  wintry  weather.  Netting  on  the 
English  side  of  the  Solway  opened  on  Saturday  morning 
in  a  blinding  snowstorm,  which  lasted  many  hours.  On 
account  of  the  severe  character  of  the  weather  none  of 
the  drif  0  net  boats  ventured  out,  nor  have  they  done  so  up 
to  this  date.  The  probability  is  the  fishermen  will  not  ba 
able  to  work  their  nets  until  the  26th,  when  the  whole  firth 
will  be  open  for  netting.  Netting  is  now  open  on  the 
river  Doon  of  Ayrshire,  but  the  river  is  a  mass  of  ice  at 
present..  The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Solway  Derwent 
Fishery  Board  was  held  last  week  at  Workington.  The 
statements  of  accounts  were  produced  and  showed  a  de- 
ficiency of  £240  lis.  8d.,  or  nearly  £50  more  than  that  of 
the  preceding  year.  The  larger  balance  against  the 
board  was  due  to  the  poor  salmon  year  for  the  nets, 
though  the  sea  trout  season  was  a  good  one  and  larger 
hauls  were  made  at  Salmon  Hall  Coops.  The  board  were 
of  opinion  that  the  time  had  now  arrived  for  stocking  the 
river  with  artificially  bred  trout  and  salmon  fry.  It  is 
understood  that  the  board  intend  to  take  some  steps 
towards  this  end.  The  ohairmai  (Mr.  Senhouse), 
expressed  the  loss  by  death  of  Canon  Hoskins,  and  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Paisley,  Col.  Green-Thompson  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  board  in  place  of  the  deceased  canon. 
The  question  of  river  pollution  alse  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  meeting. — Heatherbell. 

gpey. — Close  time  on  the  Spey  ended  on  Feb.  11,  but 
the  extremely  stormy  weather  prevailing  just  now  renders 
it  improbable  that  angling  will  commence  for  some  time. 
The  close  season  has  been  a  favourable  one  both  for  the 
upward  migration  and  the  return  of  _  fish,  but  several 
rough  spates  caused  considerable  mischief  to  the  redds  in 
some  localities.  The  present  continuous  ffost  has  frozen 
over  many  of  the  aluggish  pools  in  the  vicinity  of  Gran- 
town,  and  for  many  miles  upwards  from  a  mile  beyond  the 
town.  The  conditions  in  this  respect  are  somewhat 
similar  to  1895. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  rod  and  net  fishing  on  tbo 
Spey  opened  for  the  soason  on  Monday,  but  over  all  the 
reaches  the  river  is  so  lined  with  ice  and  floating  grue  that 
to  cast  a  line  was  out  of  the  question,  and,  even  with  a 
change  to  fresh  weather,  some  days  must  elapse  before 
the  water  is  in  trim.  With  the  exception  of  the  high 
spate  which  took  place  in  the  river  some  two  weeks  ago, 
the  weather  has  not  be3n  so  favourable  for  clean  fish 
running  up  as  one  would  have  wished.  The  volume  of 
water  was  such  that  clean  fish  could  scarcely  be  expected 
to  reach  the  upper  or  middle  reaches,  more  so  as  a  severe 
frost  set  in,  which  would  have  naturally  caused  the  fish  to 
sesk  the  deep  pools  to  lie  in.  Thus  it  is  impossible  to 
predict  what  number  of  fish  may  be  on  the  reaches  now, 
and  equally  impossible  to  aay  with  any  degree  of  accuracy 
what  the  prospects  are  for  the  spring.  However,  a  fair 
average  of  clean  fish  were  observed  by  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond and  Gordon's  fishermen  while  ecgiged  in  securing 
ova  for  the  salmon  hatchery  at  Fochabers  some  two 
months  ago.  Owing  to  the  large  quantity  of  snow  and  ice 
that  is  floating  down  the  water,  it  was  impossible  for  thesj 
fishermen  to  work  their  nets.  Along  the  sea  coast  a  few 
bag  and  stake  nets  were,  fished,  but  with  cnly  poor 
results.  Owing  to  a  new  regulation  of  the  fishery  board 
trout  anglers  do  not  get  a  start  this  year  until  March  25. 
—J.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Antrim  Rivers.— Practically  nothing  has  been  done 
on  the  Ballycaster  district  rivers.  The  spring  salmon 
fishing  of  the  Bush  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  Victor  11. 
Coates,  Belfast.  On  the  1st  prox.  the  Maine,  Clady,  Six- 
mile  water,  and  Bann  open.  The  rivers  are  low  owing  to 
the  long  drought. — J.  A.  B. 

Ballinderxy  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— The  Ballin- 
derry  is  low  for  this  time  of  year,  due  to  the  frost. 
Prospects  for  fronting  for  the  opening  day  (the  Ist  prox  ) 
are  not  at  all  favourable,  as  snow  lies  thickly  on  the  hills 
and  mountains,  and  enow  water  is  a  preventive  against 
rising  trout.  Kelt  salmon  are  still  in_  evidence  below  the 
weir  here,  and  pike  very  plentiful,  which  augurs  badly  for 
the  fate  of  the  fry.  Theeo  reaches  have  been  well  protected 
by  the  bailiffs,  but  the  upper  waters  were  not  so  fortunate. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Blaokwater  (Benbnrh,  oo.  Tyrone).— The  Black- 
water  opens  on  March  1.  The  iiver  is  in  fair  order. 
Most  of  the  kelt  salmon  have  gone  down  to  Lough  Neagh. 
The  spawning  season  here  was  a  good  one,  the  spawning 
salmon  and  trout  having  been  well  protected  by  special 
bailiffs  of  the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery  Company.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Bnndrowes  (co.  Donegal).— Severe  frost  has  con- 
tinued during  the  past  week,  and  the  weather  ia  so 
intensely  cold  that  angling  at  present  ia  entirely  at  a 
standstill.  Mr.  T.  Foely  lauded  the  first  freah  run  spring 
salmon,  a  very  handsome  fish,  weighing  lllb.,  on  9th  inet. 
A  heavy  snowatorm  was  experienced  hero  on  11th  iust,, 
and  at  time  of  writing  King  Frost  still  reigns  supreme. 
The  river  is  now  in  splendid  fishing  ply,  but  little  aport 
need  be  expected  until  a  complete  chango  of  weather  takes 
place.— M.  l!()(iAN  and  Sons. 

Kerry  Riveetr. — Owing  to  heavy  frost  very  little  has 
been  done  so  far  on  any  of  the  Kerry  rivers  open  for 
angling.  Not  many  anglers  have  been  out  anywhere.  The 
prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  not  good.— T.  J.  D. 
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Lough   Cnrrane   (Watervill8,   oo.  Kerry).— 

Sport  oontinnes  very  dall,  owing  principally  to  heavy  frost 
and  8D0W  alternatiiif;-  Tbe  following  salmon  were  had 
since  lut  report:  Major  Cresswell,  one,  lOJlb.  ;  P. 
Murphy,  one,  10Mb. ;  Dan  Leary,  two,  20Jlb.  and  ISJlb.  ; 
P.  Moriarty,  one,  lljlb. ;  J.  J.  Sallivan,  one,  lljlb. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Longh.  Mask  and  Corrib. — Since  last  report  heavy 
snow  and  severe  frost  have  retarded  trout  fishing,  but  pike 
fishing  has  much  improved  with  the  frost,  and  local  anglers 
liive  ciught  some  large  pike,  one  of  291b.  being  landed  on 
Feb.  12.  Anglers  fond  of  river  fishing  should  take  advan- 
tage of  February,  March,  and  April,  while  the  floods  are 
ligh.  Large  baskets  of  trout  oin  be  got  during  those 
months  on  tributaries  connected  with  Lough  Mask  on  the 
fly  and  worm. — J.  A.  J. 

Lcagh.  Neagh. — The  pollen  fisheries  show  an  im- 
provement in  tbe  past  weet,  although  the  weather  was 
very  severe.  The  demand  from  the  cross-channel 
markets — Billingsgate  particularly  —  is  good,  and  the 
prices  fairly  remunerative.  The  bailiffs  are  watching 
against  trout  netting,  which  does  not  open  till  the  Ist 
prox. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Lough  Conn,  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Uayo). — The  very  severe  frost  and  snow  has  prevented 
any  angling  here  for  the  past  week.  There  are  a  good 
number  cf  clean  fish  to  bs  seen  playing  in  the  pools,  and 
they  are  getting  from  five  to  a  dozen  daily  at  the  salmon 
weirs. — Pat  Heabxes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— We  have  had  a  very 
heavy  snowfall  during  the  week,  and  as  it  is  freezing  hard 
every  night  there  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  the  snow 
departing.  The  liver  is  in  excellent  order,  and,  with 
weather  somewhat  milder,  sport  should  improve.  On 
Hermitage  the  fishermen  Mlled  one  salmon,  101b.,  on  7th. 
Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  has  been  fishing  the  Worldsend  water 
and  Mr.  J.  Enright  the  Doonass  water. — J.  Enright  and 
Sox. 

SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Feb.  23  : 


Scarborough  ,., 

Tknnonth   

Lowestoft  ,.,.„ 
Aldebnrgh   

Harwich   


SoQtbend,  Sheer-) 
oess,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-'4 
stairs  <t  EamB-> 
gate.  > 

Deal  and  Dover. 


Eastiogs  . 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  f 

Newhaven   

Sfaoreham  and) 
South  wick  / 

Portsmouth  and) 
Esyling  laland) 

PljTnontn   


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 
5.4K 
p.m. 
6.  2 

a  m. 
6.16 
p.m. 
6.31 

a  m. 
6  46 
p  m. 
7.  2 

a.m. 
7.18 
p  m. 
7.36 

a.m. 
7.55 
p.m. 
.S.15 

a.m. 

S.37 
pm. 
9.  2 

a  m 

9.31 
p  m. 
10.  6 

10.4-5 
10.59 

11.14 
11.29 

11.44 
11.59 

0.15 

0.31 
0.48 

1.  7 

1.31 

1.58 
2.31 

11.27 
11.41 

11.  .56 

0.11 
e.26 

0.41 
0.57 

1.13 
1..30 

1.49 
2.13 

2.40 
3.13 

0.  1 
0.16 

0.30 
0.45 

1.  0 
1.15 

1..30 
1.46 

2.  2 
2.19 

2.38 
3.  2 

3,29 
4.  2 

1.27 
1.42 

1.57 
2.12 

2.27 
2.42 

2.58 
3.13 

3.29 
3.46 

4.  4 
4.25 

4.4S 
5.15 

2  19 
2.34 

2.48 
3.  2 

.3.16 
3.30 

3.45 
4.  0 

4  16 
4.34 

4.53 
5.14 

5.38 
6.  8 

1.20 
1.34 

1.49 

2.  4 

2.14 

2.-35 

2.49 
3  4 

3.20 
3.37 

3.6G 
4.16 

4.40 
5.  9 

o.a:; 

0.50 

1.  5 
1.21 

1.37 
1..53 

2.  9 
2.20 

2.44 
3.  2 

3.22 
3.44 

4.  9 
4.37 

0.13 
0.29 

0.  45 

1.  1 

1.17 

1.33 

1.48 

2.  6 

2.24 
2.42 

3.  2 
3.24 

3  48 
4.17 

0.41 
0  57 

1.13 
1.29 

1.40 
2.  1 

2.17 
2.34 

2.52 
3.10 

3.30 
3  52 

3.17 
3.45 

0.39 
0  52 

I.  6 
1.19 

1.-34 
1.49 

2.  4 
2.21 

2  39 
2.58 

3.19 
3.43 

4.12 
4.45 

1.14 

1.30 
1.46 

2.  2 
2.19 

2  34 
2.51 

3.  9 
3.27 

3.47 
4.  9 

1  34 
5.  2 

1.  S 
1.19 

1.35 
1..50 

2.  5 
2.20 

2  35 
2.51 

3.  8 
3.27 

3.48 
4.10 

4.35 
5.  « 

7.-33 
l.ii 

7.-59 
8.13 

8  27 
8.42 

8.56 
9.U 

9.27 
9.45 

10.  6 
10.28 

10.55 
11.27 

Ballyootton. — Sea  angling  ccntinnes  suspended  here, 
and  will  probably  not  be  resumed  until  the  weather  gets 
warmer.    Weather  now  very  frosty. — J.  A.  B. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).— Some  fair  takes  of  cod,  ling, 
and  hake  were  bad  on  a  couple  of  days  last  week,  but  at 
time  of  writing  nothing  is  being  done  in  any  department 
here.  Only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out,  owing  to  very 
cold  and  frosty  weather.— T,  J.  D. 

Dingle. — Good  sport  is  once  more  being  had  here  at 
ling  ana  cod,  but  no  other  fish  have  been  had  last  week. 
Weather  very  frosty,  with  a  smooth  sea.— T.  J.  D. 

Flymonth. — The  weather  is  still  cold,  but  with  a  great 
coat  and  good  sport  the  amateur  fishermen  can  manage 
to  keep  the  blood  circulated.  The  various  piers  still  have 
their  devotees,  acd  sport  is  fairly  good.  We  are  still 
taking  large  quantities  of  smelt,  and  mullet  also  are  still 
on  the  feed  in  the  decks  and  at  the  promenade  pier.  I  hear 
at  the  latter  place  they  have  been  taking  a  few  bass,  but  I 
have  not  seen  them.  Some  very  fine  plaice  were  caught 
during  the  week  on  the  mud  banks  near  the  dredgers,  near 
the  lifeboat  slip.  I  expect  the  dredgers  have  been  stirring 
np  the  mud,  and  taming  out  the  worms.  If  this  weather 
lasts  we  shall  soon  have  to  look  to  our  boats  and  gear,  as 
the  fitting-out  gea«on  will  soon  bi  on  us.  The  number  of 
amateurs  who  have  boats  is  on  the  increase,  and  they  are 
aH  more  or  less  taking  up  fishing,  so  that  our  numbers  are 
{"•■n?  added  to  every  year.  —  William  Hkabder 
(B.a.A.S.). 


Portma  gee.— Good  sport  continues  to  be  had  here  at 
ling  and  coo,  and  the  majority  of  the  fish  run  to  a  good 
weight.  The  weather  at  time  of  writing  is  very  calm  and 
frosty,  but  tavourable  generally  for  sea  angling. — T.  J.  D. 

Scarborough. — Another  match  in  connection  with 
this  society  came  off  on  Saturday,  the  3rd  inst.,  at 
Cloughton  VVjke,  but  owing  to  a  heavy  sea  only  one 
prize  was  taken.  Mr.  B.  Baker  was  the  winner  with  a  cod 
51b.  3Joz.,  taking  a  beautiful  briar  pipe,  given  by  Mr, 
Jame3  Bashman.  Seventeen  rods  turned  out.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  committee  on  Wednesday  evening  last, 
three  matches  were  arranged  to  wind-up  the  cod  season, 
viz  ,  on  the  17th  and  24th  for  Mr.  Vice-President  Fish's 
valuable  oil  painting  (aggregate  weight  for  the  two 
matches),  and  on  Shrove  Tuesday  for  three  prizes — briar 
pipe,  sou'  wester,  and  fishing  tackle.  Some  good  sport 
has  been  had  from  the  promenade  pier  during  the  past 
few  days.  Some  good  plaice  fishing  should  be  had  on  the 
departure  of  the  present  hard  frost. — H.  Cunliffe. 

Valentia. — No  anglers  have  been  out  since  last  report, 
though  ling  and  cod  are  reported  numerous  close  inshore 
at  a  few  points.  The  weather  has  been  bitterly  cold, 
however,  and  very  little  angling  will  be  done  until  the 
weather  gets  warmer. — T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^\ixtuxc5. 


February  18. 

Alma  :  Match  at  Sunbury. 
Battersea  Piscatorials :  Match. 
Blackfriari  :  Lapsed  prize  outing, 

Burlington  Pisoitorials  :  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  Wade. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorials :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

Crown  and  Bueklind  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Junior  Piscatorials  :  Competition. 

Oglapder  :  Competition  at  Pulborough. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Perseverancs  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Twickenham  :  Competition. 

United  Brothers :  Outing. 

Walworth  Waltonians :  Competition. 
February  19. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Islington  Brothera :  Visit. 

Royal  Oak :  Visit. 
February  21. 

Central  Finsbury :  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  Wade  and 
A.B.S.  concert. 

Highbury  :  Outing. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
February  22. 

West  London :  Roving  competition. 
February  24. 

Walham  Green  :  Benefit  concert. 


Feb.  25.—. 


„  23.- 

.,  25.- 

„  25.- 

„  25.- 

.,  25.- 

„  25.- 

„  25.- 

„  25.- 

„  25.- 

,.  25.- 

,.  25.- 

.,  25.- 

„  25.. 

,,  25.- 

„  25.- 

„  26.- 

..  26.- 

„  26.- 

„  26.- 

„  27.- 

,.  27.- 

„  28.- 
March  1.- 


11.- 

14.  - 

15.  - 

18.  - 

19.  - 


■Amicable    Brothers :    Outing    to  Hatfield 
Peveril. 

-Amicable  Waltonians  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 
-Battersea  Piscatorials :  Match. 
-Bloomsbury  Brothers :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
-Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Reading. 
-Cobden  :  Match  at  Henley. 
-Elgin  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 
-Golden  Barbel :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
-Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Taplow. 
-Original  Clerkenwell :  Outing  to  Sheppsrton. 
-Phonnix  :  Match. 

-South  Bermondsey  :  Annual  punt  outing. 
-Stepney  :  Match  at  Ware. 
-Sundfal :  Outing. 

■West   Ham   Brothers:    Match  at  Hatfield 
Peveril. 

-West  London  :  Roving  competition. 

-Crown  and  Buckland  :  Visit. 

-Mitre  Brothers  :  P.  O.  Tobacco  Fund  concert, 

•North-East  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

-Perseverance :  A.B.S.  concert, 

-Mildmay :  Annual  dinner. 

•Original  Clerkenwell :  Visit. 

-Iziak  Walton  :  Benefit  concert. 

Limehouse  Piscatorials:  "Cinderella"  dance. 

■Oglander  :  Concert  and  lantern  lecture  by  Mr. 

W.  J.  Wade. 
-Islington  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 
-Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Benefit  concert. 
•Serapis  :  F.  O.  Tobacco  Fund  concert. 
-A.B.S. :  Competition  on  the  Lea. 
■Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 


Eepotts  torn  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Repoxts  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marhed  "Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association.— The  executive  of  the  above 
association  is  open  to  receive  tenders  for  the  printing  of 
4200  guide  books  as  issued  last  year,  and  4500  privilege 
tickets  (linen-lined  card).  Samples  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  secretary,  Mr.  R.  Ghurney,  116, 
Murray-street,  Uoxton,  N. 


Anglers'  Association.— The  monthly  delegate  meet- 
ing will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  10,  at 
8.30. — R.  GnuRNEY. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£4  12s.  3d.  from  the  Steimey  Angling  Society's  donation 
box.  The  committee  will  meet  on  Friday,  Feb.  23,  at 
8  80.  At  the  last  meeting  four  applications  were  enter- 
tained, and  ,£22  granted, — R.  Ghubnev. 

Anglers'  Association. — (No.  TKastkrn  District). 
— The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Royal  Oak  A  S., 
Cobom  Arms,  Coborn-road,  Bow,  on  Monday  next,  Feb.  I'J, 
when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  meeting. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
List.— On  Monday  next  the  Islington  Brothers  A.8  , 
Myddleton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  Islington,  take  their 
return  visit.  I  hope  we  shall  get  a  good  muster,  as  it  falls 
on  the  A.A.  delegate  meeting.  I  hope  to  see  several  of 
our  delegates  to  the  fore.  Roll  call  11.15  p.m.  sharp. 
Will  the  whole  of  the  No.  2  district  please  show  up  in 
good  force. — Ben  Aiirahams. 

AUason  United  Brothera  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W. — 
We  had  a  fairly  good  meeting,  and  the  members  who  had 
fisb  on  the  11th  were:  Messrs.  H.  Slack,  E.  Jackson, 
Chapman  (sen.  and  .ian.),  and  T.  Gedle.  I  was  sorry  I 
could  not  go  to  the  Elgin  A.8.  visit,  owing  to  illness,  but 
Messrs.  E.  Jackson  and  G.  Barker  were  present.  We 
had  several  applications  sent  us  from  various  societies 
asking  us  to  take  programmes,  &o.,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say 
we  must  draw  a  line  for  the  future,  as  tbe  above  is  one  of 
the  first  to  assist  in  any  cause,  and  we  have  given  all  that 
can  be  spared  this  season  (1900)  from  above  society. — 
Ben  Abra-hams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coa«h  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — Sjveral  members 
were  out  on  the  11th,  but  failed  to  weigh-in.  I  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster  on  the  18th  at  Sunbury.  First  train 
leaves  Waterloo  at  7.50. — J.  Ch.^mbers. 

Amicable  Waltoaian  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkeawell, — On 
Feb.  11  a  few  members  ventured  out,  but  077ing  to  the 
weather  veiy  few  fish  were  shown,  Mr.  Munn,  roach,  and 
Mr.  Brelsforth,  roash  and  dace.  The  next  outing  for 
prizes  takes  place  at  Shepperton  on  Feb.  25.  Will  mem- 
bers please  attend  next  Wednesday  evening  on  important 
business  ?— E.  R.  Embleton. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Soolsty,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — Ths  illustrated  lantern 
lecture,  entitled  "Fishing  and  Holiday  Trips  by  the 
South-Eastern  Railway,"  given  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  took 
place  on  Feb.  13.  Chairman,  Mr.  W.  Burkett.  Everyone 
was  pleased  with  the  lecture.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  given 
to  Mr.  Wade  for  the  useful  hints  he  gave  us.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  also  given  to  Mr.  W.  Burkett  for  occupying 
the  chair.  Our  host,  Mr.  G.  Tucker,  gave  us  £1;  Mr. 
Hodder,  lOs.  6d.  ;  and  we  collected  153.  8Jd.  in  the  room  ; 
total,  £2  63.  2Jd.,  towards  the  A.B.S.  funds.  Our  match, 
fixed  for  Feb.  18,  is  postponed  on  account  of  the  bad 
weather. — A.  De.jonge. 

Battersea  Piscatorial  Society,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  Battersea. — We  fish  our  next  match  on 
Feb.  25,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  Members  out 
of  limit  will  have  to  clear  the  books  by  next  week,  or  they 
will  not  be  allowed  to  compete. — T.  Tringham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Souiaty,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  of  the  above 
fished  a  compstition  for  their  February  series  of  prizes  at 
Reading,  on  Feb.  11,  but  on  account  of  the  weather  sport 
was  very  poor,  only  one  member,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  succeeding 
in  getting  above  tha  stipulated  Jib.  required  by  rule,  he 
weighing-in  4Jlb.  of  roach,  one  fish  lib.  6}0z.  The 
remaining  six  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  this  month,  and 
all  members  are  particularly  requested  to  attend  the  next 
meeting  on  the  21st  to  decide  the  place  and  conditions. — 
Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Sonthwark-street,  S.B. — Our  prize  outing  at  Polboro  was 
well  attended  considering  the  elements,  but  only  one  prize 
was  taken — Mr.  J.  Barker,  one  bream,  21b.  There  are 
three  prizes  for  Feb.  18 ;  sime  placa  and  conditions.  Mr. 
Merrigold  weighed-in  from  other  waters  roach  and  jack, 
largest  roach  lib.  8Joz. — Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill. — As  fishing  just  now 
seems  out  of  the  question,  none  of  our  members  have 
ventured  out.  We  fish  our  next  match  at  Staines,  from 
th9  Railway  Bridge  to  Penton  Hook,  tow-path  only,  on 
March  4,  and  I  expect  that  will  be  the  last  match  of  the 
season  for  our  club.  I  was  much  gratified  at  the  kind 
wishes  for  my  welfare  in  "  Dragnet's  "  notes  last  week, 
and  am  pleased  to  say  I  am  on  the  road  to  recovery. — C, 
Chaplais. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.— The  quarterly  peg- 
down  match  took  place  on  Feb.  11,  at  Cookham,  which 
resulted  in  the  first  prize  only  being  taken  by  Mr.  J. 
Taylor,  with  roach.  We  therefore  fish  for  the  remaining 
three  prizes  on  Feb.  25,  at  Windsor ;  from  Eton  Bridge  to 
Surly  Hall.  Our  concert  on  Feb.  12,  on  behalf  of  the 
"Fishing  Gazette  Tobacco  Fond,"  was  a  great  success, 
the  room  being  crowded  and  the  talent  provided  by  our 
able  musical  director,  Mr.  F.  S.  Pavett,  excsllent. 
Secretaries  will  greatly  oblige  by  returning  programmes 
not  disposed  of  as  soon  as  possible. — T.  Paterno.ster. 

Cambridge  Heath  ^torctiiors  j&ngimg  tittvuny. 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  Feb.  11  our  match  at  Broxbourne 
resulted  in  a  frost,  no  fish  being  taken.  The  prizes  are  to 
be  fished  for  again  at  Broxbourne  on  Feb.  18  ;  same  con- 
ditions ;  start  9.30  a.m.,  cease  5.30  p.m. ;  show  fish  No.  1 
swim  not  later  than  6  p.m. ;  pegged-down  ;  stewards,  B. 
Smith  and  W.  E.  Argent.    On  Feb.  13  Messrs.  Ward  (of 
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Biehop's-road)  and  P.  S.  Whitlock  were  elected  hon. 
members.  We  hold  a  Bohemian  coDcert  on  Feb.  19,  when 
Mr.  G.  H.  Wood,  president  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers,  takes 
the  chaJr,  faced  by  Mr.  E.  Brockett,  Original  Alexandra, 
and  all  are  welcome,  ladies  especially.  On  Feb.  11  Messrs. 
B.  Sawyer  jun.,  and  Yeo  saved  us  from  a  blank  with  jack 
from  St.  Margaret's. — P.  L. 

Carlton  An^lin?  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park.  W. — Only  two  members  fished  for  prizes 
at  our  outing  on  Feb.  11,  and  both  succeeded  in  taking  a 
prize  ;  Mr.  Burrows  first,  Mr.  Breadon  second.  Other 
prizes  not  taken  will  be  left  over  until  better  weather 
prevails,  of  which  I  will  give  due  notice. — W.  F.  B. 

Clapham  Jnnctiou  ^nglins  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winfltanley-road,  Olapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Our  twelfth  day's  cuting  will  take  place  at  Reading  on 
Feb.  25.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction  8.45;  return 
from  Esading  7.45  ;  for  eight  prizes ;  all  to  caase  fishing 
at  six  o'clock.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
Iiist. — A  succesffal  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the 
Great  Northern  Brothers  on  Feb.  12  (Mr.  C.  Watling  in 
the  chair),  the  following  seventeen  societies  being  very 
much  in  evidence,  viz.  :  Great  Northern  Brothers,  Lincoln, 
St.  John's,  Crown  and  Buokland,  Camden,  Eustonian, 
Amicible  Waltonians,  North  London,  Phwnix,  Royal 
George,  Original  Clerkenwell,  Brompton,  Seymour, 
Collingwood,  Wenlock,  Isliugton  Brothers,  and  Hoxton 
Brothers.  The  talent  was  good,  and  their  large  room  was 
packed.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Original  Clerkenwell 
A.S.,  held  at  the  Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street, 
_Goswell-road,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  27.  The  annual  concert 
in  aid  of  tbe  prize  fund  will  be  held  on  Monday,  April  30, 
at  the  George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell. 
— F.  Castell. 

Coveut  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C. — An  outing  has  been  arranged 
for  Feb.  18,  at  Shiplake.  Members  please  note  there  are 
six  prizes.  All  to  leave  Paddington  at  nine  o'clock,  or 
later. — W.  Massey. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  Tottenham.— 
On  Feb.  7  the  members  of  this  society  held  their  twenty- 
fifth  smoking  concert  at  the  Red  Lion,  Mr.  E.  T.  Elder  in 
the  chair,  Mr.  J.  Dyer  in  the  vice-chair,  supported  by 
Messrs.  R.  J.  Franks,  W.  H.  Becket,  Wright,  Martin,  F. 
Reed,  and  others.  During  the  course  of  the  evening,  Mr. 
T.  F.  Barlow,  our  host,  was  presented  with  an  oil 
painting  of  himself,  subscribed  for  by  the  members.  Mr. 
Elder,  in  presenting  it  to  him,  referred  to  the  starting  of 
the  society  thirteen  years  ago,  Mr.  Barlow  being  one  of 
the  founders.  When  at  the  Eagle,  while  he  was  with  us 
the  club  always  prospered.  Unfortunately,  for  a  time  he 
had  to  leave  Tottenham.  After  a  year  or  so  he  returned, 
and  now  plays  the  genial  host  at  the  Red  Lion,  the 
club  taking  the  first  opportunity  of  making  it  their  head- 
quarters. Mr.  Barlow,  in  replying,  thanked  the  members 
for  the  gift,  for  which  he  felt  highly  pleased,  after  which, 
by  special  request,  he  sang  "Turkey  Rhubarb."  The 
musical  programme  was  well  carried  out  by  Mr.  John 
Allen.  Songs  and  recitations  were  ably  rendered  by 
Messrs.  Will  Preston,  W.  Briscoe,  Walker,  and  others. — 
W.  J.  Price. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— Mr.  Crow  saved 
us  from  a  blank  on  the  11th,  weighing-in  roach.  Members 

g lease  remember  our  outing  to  Cookham  on  the  25th.  We 
ave  several  prizes  promised. — A.  W.  Ellins. 
Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Orown,  Church, 
street,  Shoreditch. — Our  twenty-eighth  annual  supper  took 
place  on  Feb.  13,  and  was  well  attended,  sixty  members 
and  friends  sittinj;  down  to  an  excellent  repast,  provided 
by  Mr.  Migaot,  c,f  Brougham-road,  Hackney.  After  the 
cloth  was  removed,  the  chairman,  Mr.  J.  Williams,  faced 
by  Mr.  W.  Mayberry,  gave  the  first  toast,  "Our  Noble 
Selves— the  Good  Intent  Society,"  responded  to  by  Mr. 
Murphy,  who,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  said  that  this 
made  the  twenty-second  year  of  his  being  secretary.  His 
health  was  drunk  with  musical  honours.  The  usual  toasts 
being  gone  through,  Mr.  G.  Brooks  gave  a  very  handsome 
table  to  the  club.  Many  other  members  and  friends 
responded  ia  like  manner,  so  that  a  handsome  lot  of  prizes 
are  in  hand  to  wind-up  the  season.  We  were  highly 
delighted  to  have  the  company  of  our  old  member,  Mr. 
H.  J.  Tibbatts,  with  us.  He  was  most  heartily  welcomed. 
Several  telegrams  were  received  apologising  for  non- 
attendance.  Considering  the  ioclement  weather,  1  think 
it  is  a  record  to  have  bixty  to  the  supper. — R.  MuRruv. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich. — Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  gave  his 
lantern  lecture  on  Feb.  14,  entitled  "  Fishing  and  Holiday 
Resorts  on  the  S.E.R."  Oniog  to  the  inclement  weather 
we  had  only  thirty  members  present  to  hear  him,  but 
those  who  stayed  away  lost  a  treat.  The  lantern  slides 
were  most  excellent,  and  thoroughly  appreciated  by  those 
present.  Mr.  Wade  described  fully  the  best  fishing  spots 
on  the  Stour  and  Medway,  and  the  photos  of  Messrs. 
Medcalf,  "  Old  Izaak,"  and  others  were  received  with 
applause.  Mr.  Church  was  in  tbe  chair,  and  proposed  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Wade  for  his  kindness,  and 
apologised  for  the  smallness  of  tbe  meeting  ;  and  Mr. 
Wade  in  his  reply  siid  he  was  thoroughly  satisfied,  as  he 
knew  he  was  addresHing  a  meeting  cf  anglers,  and  it  was 
far  better  so  tlian  addressing  those  that  did  not  feel  an 
interest  in  angling.  Altogether  it  was  a  most  enjoyable 
evening,  and  everyone  went  away  doliglited  with  the  lecture 
and  the  views  of  most  of  the  members'  favourite  fishing 
pl.'ices  on  both  rivers.    ,1.  DitvDKN. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  AngUnfT  Society, 
Kobiri  Kood,  Houthurnpton-streot,  i'ontonville,  N. — On 
Feb.  11  we  fished  at  Cookliam  and  Bourne  End  for  the 
handsome  silver  cup  (given  by  .luhnny  Osborne)  and  twelve 
other  prizes,  Mr.  C.  Watling  coming  in  first.  He  having 
woo  the  cup  twice  in  succession,  it  becomes  his  property. 


Messrs.  C.  Randall,  J.  Armstrong,  H.  Dutton,  J.  Hewitt, 
and  J.  Evans  also  weighed-in.  On  Feb.  12  we  receive  1  a 
visit  on  the  C.  and  D.,  which  was  well  attended.  The 
following  gentlemen  contributed  to  the  harmony  :  Messrs. 
C.  Watling  (chairman),  E.  Elsey,  H.  Shickle,  A.  Austin, 
J.  Booth,  T.  Collon,  T.  Thorling,  H.  Manby,  and  B.  Lee. 
The  next  visit  will  he  paid  to  the  Original  Clerkenwell 
Piscatorials,  Sutton  Arms,  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — 
J.  A.  Fitch. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — Match  proposed  for  Windsor  for 
Feb.  11  postponed  oa  account  of  weather.  Mfmbers 
please  attend  next  meeting  to  arrange  date  to  fish  for 
same. — W.  N.  Dawes. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick -lane,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Feb.  11  our  members 
were  out  at  Maldon,  but  returned  with  a  blank.  Members 
please  note  we  have  no  outing  on  Feb.  18.  On  Monday 
last  we  had  a  grand  concert  (full  room)  for  the  A.B.S. 
funds.  I  thank  all  clubs  for  making  it  a  success.  On 
Feb.  19  we  pay  a  return  visit  to  the  Cambridge  Heath 
Brothers. — H.  Bagshaw. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,N. — If  the  weather  next 
Wednesday  be  anything  like  it  is  at  the  time  of  writing 
(Thursday),  it  will  not  augur  well  for  spoit  on  our  outing, 
hut  intending  competitors  may  rest  assured  that  arrange- 
ments are  made  for  the  comfort  of  the  "inner  man"  on 
the  spot.  The  nine  o'clock  from  Paddington  is  the  train 
chosen.  I  have  no  fish  at  all  to  record  this  week. — E. 
Wtmer. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 

Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — On  Valentine's 
Day  we  had  a  large  meeting,  about  thirty  members  being 
present,  Mr.  Wyse-Foster  taking  the  chair.  L.  Greville 
WilliamSj  Esq.,  and  T,  C.  Cummins,  Esq.,  M.D.,  were 
elected  vice-presidents.  Six  more  new  members  were  put 
up  for  election.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  competition  for 
specimen  roach  in  the  Thames  on  March  4th  and  5th, 
details  of  which  were  left  to  the  committee.  Will  intend- 
ing competitors  kindly  communicate  with  me  at  head- 
quarters ?  Half-a-guinea  was  voted  to  the  T.A.P.S. 
Keepers'  Dinner  Fund. — J.  M.  Brougham. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — On  Feb.  11  Messrs.  Rolfe 
weighed-in  roach,  and  T.  McGrath  perch  and  dice.  I 
hope  members  will  attend  and  support  our  president  on 
Monday  evening  next,  19th  inst.,  at  the  Cambridge  Heath 
Brothers  A.S.  Bohemian  concert. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  following  weighed-in 
on  Feb.  11 :  Mr.  Reeves,  roach ;  others  were  out,  but 
h{id  no  sport,  and  Mr.  Reeves  saved  the  club  from  a  blank. 
We  met  on  Tuesday,  13  th,  Mr.  Perry  in  the  chair.  It 
was  arranged  for  an  outing  on  March  11,  in  the  Lea.  Our 
return  visit  on  No.  2  Eastern  District  List  (Anglers)  will 
take  place  on  Monday  next,  19th ;  those  clubs  that  have 
not  received  notice  will  they  kindly  accept  tbi3  and  give 
us  their  kind  suppor  on  that  night,  and  make  it  a  success. 
— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.— Owing  to  the 
inclement  weather  the  prizes  offered  for  competition  on 
Feb.  4  and  Feb.  11  were  not  taken,  so  they  will  be  fished 
for  again  under  the  amended  conditions,  viz  ,  the  two 
Wednesday  prizes  will  be  competed  for  on  Feb.  21,  com- 
petitors being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters 
(private  waters  barred),  and  the  three  other  prizes  (with 
one  added)  will  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  2  at  Great  Marlow. 
— H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road,  Noi-th  Kensington. — Our  match  on  Feb.  11  was  not 
very  successful ;  two  members  only  weighed-in :  Messrs. 
Elliott  and  Bence.  Will  members  please  attend  next 
meeting  night,  if  possible  ?— G.  Bence. 

Xiincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N. — On  Feb.  11  no  fish  were 
weighed-in.  I  must  request  members  to  attend  on 
Wednesday  next,  to  make  themselves  eligible  for  outing 
to  Taplow  on  the  25th. — W.  Watling. 

Iiiverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — Liverpool  anglers,  as  a  whole,  are  still 
prevented  by  the  frost  and  snow  from  going  a-fishing, 
though  1  have  heard  that  a  few  hardy  piscators  have 
faced  the  inclement  weather,  though,  as  might  be  easily 
prophesied,  without  meeting  with  the  reward  such 
attempts  merit.  To-day  (14th),  however,  there  are  signs 
of  a  change  in  the  weather,  and  now  that  we  may  go  after 
the  bonny  trout  the  change  will  not  come  a  moment  too 
soon.  The  Bootle  Association  are  early  in  the  field,  and 
open  their  1900  campaign  on  the  24th. — Rd.  Wooh'all. 

Maidstone  Angling  Society,  Anchor  and  Hope, 
Tovil. — Despite  the  inclement  weather,  seven  members  of 
this  society  turned  out  on  Feb.  11  to  fish  their  adjourned 
competition.  Four  members  weighed-in,  Mr.  Bond  taking 
first  prize  with  21b.  lOoz  ;  Mr.  Rogers,  second  ;  and  Mr. 
Crane,  third.  Mr.  Rogers  took  the  special  prize  for  largest 
roach,  a  fine  fish,  weighing  lib.  7ho'/..  It  has  been  sent  up 
to  Mr.  Cooper  for  preservation.  The  weigh-in  was  far 
larger  than  anticipated,  fishing  at  times  being  very 
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difficult,  owing  to  the  floating  ice,  and  in  the  afternoon  a 
good  deal  of  snow  broth  oime  down. — A.  F.  Woodward. 
Maldon  and    Heybridge  Angling  Society, 

White  Lion  Inn,  FuUbridge,  Maldon,  Essex. — The  past 
week  has  not  been  good  for  angling,  yet  some  anglers 
have  met  with  success.  Mr.  Springett  caught  five  roach  on 
the  10th  inst.  during  the  afternoon,  Mr.  T.  Sandiland 
secured  some  fine  roach  on  the  12th,  and  Mr.  Loggitt 
ciught  fifteen  roach  same  date,  some  of  a  fair  size  ;  Messrs. 
Holding  and  Slade  were  also  fortunate  with  roach. 
Although  the  Langford  waters  were  frozen  over,  some  of 
the  anglers  made  holes  through  the  ice  and  fished,  and 
obtained  some  fair  amount  of  sport.  The  water  under  the 
ice  is  of  good  colour,  and  fish  were  biting  wall  on  the  12th 
inst.  The  red  worm  seems  a  good  bait  for  rcash  just  now. 
— F.  Keen. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington-green,  N. — I  shall  he  glad  to  hear  as  soon  as 
possible  from  those  members  who  have  not  yet  notified 
their  intention  of  being  present  at  our  fifteenth  annual 
dinner,  to  be  held  on  27th  inst. — A,  E.  Hendon. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Clondesley 
Arms,  Cloudesley-placo,  Liverpool-road,  N. — On  Feb.  4 
Mr.  Holder  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  On  the  26th  we 
have  a  grand  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  "  Fishing 
Gazette  Wounded  Soldiers'  Tobacco  Fund."  Several  well- 
known  artists  have  promised  to  attend.  I  hops  to  see  a 
crowded  room. — A.  Toplis. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Feb.  18 
a  peg-down  match  will  take  place  at  Maldon,  to  fish  the 
Chelmer,  for  ten  valuable  money  prizes,  all  to  start  by 
first  train.  On  Monday,  Feb.  26,  a  smoking  concert  takes 
place  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  funds. — G.  Taylor. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Ogkuder  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Competition  for  Mr.  0. 
Dold's  prize  will  take  place  on  Feb.  18  at  Pnlborough.  A 
concert  and  lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  will  be 
held  on  March  8.— E.  Dyball. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society 
Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On 
Feb.  11  Mr.  Hijl  sived  club  from  a  blank  with  chub,  thus 
taking  first  prize ;  remaining  prizes  same  conditions  on 
Feb.  18.  Mr.  Isaacs  caught  a  robin,  he  having  laid  his 
rod  down  for  a  few  moments,  when  it  took  gentles  and  got 
hooked.  The  next  return  visit  takes  place  at  the  above 
clubhouse  on  the  C.  and  D.  list  on  Feb.  27,  when  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster. — A.  H. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock, 
Stibbington-street,  N.W.— On  Feb.  II,  Mr.  Austin 
braved  the  elements  and  got  61b.  of  roach,  and  there  will 
be  no  show  next  Wednesday,  as  we  are  going  to  see  Mr. 
Wade's  magic  lantern.  The  last  match  of  the  season  will 
be  on  Feb.  25 ;  roving,  Hampton  Court ;  two  prizes. — 
R.  C. 

Boyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street.— On  Feb.  11  none  of  our  members  braved 
the  elements ;  consequently  we  have  to  record  a  blank. 
We  were  fairly  attended  last  meeting  night,  and  got 
through  a  vast  amount  of  business.  I  wish  to  remind 
members  that  quarterly  night  is  near  at  hand,  and  we 
should  like  to  see  a  crowded  attendance,  as  this  quarter 
we  shall  require  all  new  otficers. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E. — On  Feb.  11  our  members  were  out, 
but  no  fish  were  weighed-in.  The  next  return  visit  No.  1 
Eastern  District  will  take  place  on  Feb.  19  at  the  club- 
house ;  members  and  friends  are  welcome. — P.  Pigna- 

TELLI. 

St.  John  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St.  John- 
street-road,  Clerkenwell. — We  had  a  good  show  of  fish 
from  the  Thames  on  the  4th  by  Messrs.  Souch,  Podger, 
Buck,  and  Whiticker.  On  the  11th,  in  terrible  weather, 
Mr.  Souch  managed  to  get  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  perch 
from  the  same  river,  saving  the  club  from  a  blank.  All 
the  fish  were  in  grand  condition. — F.  TnoRLixo, 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — A  few  mem- 
bers were  out  on  Feb.  11,  with  the  following  result : 
Mr.  E.  Henson  saved  us  from  a  blank  with  a  nice  show  of 
roach,  91b.  7oz.  Oa  account  of  the  bad  weather  our  outing 
is  postponed. — W.  Aldis. 

South  Bermoudsey  Piscatorials,  Institute, 
Rotherhithe  New-road,  8.E. — On  Feb.  11,  despite  the 
inclement  weather,  Mr.  P.  Allum  again  scores  by  weighing- 
in  roach.  All  members  intending  to  compete  ia  the  punt 
outing,  which  takes  place  on  the  25th  inst,,  must  attend 
on  Friday  night,  Kith  inst,,  without  fail,  as  I  shall  have  to 
forward  deposit  and  state  the  number  of  punts  required 
not  later  than  Saturday.  We  have  a  fair  list  of  prizes 
arranged  for  tho  outing,  and  I  hope  to  hear  from  a  few 
old  friends  who  attended  on  previous  occasions. — J.  II. 
Davies. 

Spread  Bagle  Angling  Society,  The  Hops, 
Bird-street,  Kenniugton-road,  S.E. — The  above  club  will 
hold  their  meetings  for  the  future  at  the  above  clubhouse, 
when  all  communications  should  be  addressed  as  above. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next  for 
important  business. — G.  Edward.s. 

Utepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodes- 
well-road.  Stepney,  E. — Members  please  note  the  Ware 
mutch  is  postponed  until  Fob.  25. — W.  Bkattik. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  Now  Town,  E. — Since  last  report  Mr. 
Sandiland  has  wtighed-iu  some  nice  class  roach.  Hope 
members  will  attend  next  Tuesday  to  pass  balance-sheet 
and  other  business. — G.  A.  Paynh. 

Twi  okenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Railway  Hotel, 
Twickenham. — Tiiere  was  a  good  attendance  at  our 
general  meeting  on  Monday  last,  and  a  very  pleasant 
evening  was  spent.  Mr.  Geo.  Barrow  was  elected  hon. 
secretary  in  place  of  Mr.  Brougham  (resigned  as  reported 
last  week).  Our  competition  of  Feb,  18  promises  to  he  the 
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biggest  yet  held.  A  farther  prize  has  now  been  offered 
by  a  new  member,  making  four  prizes  in  all.  First  prize, 
valuable  silver  cup,  on  show  n  Mr.  Ogden  Smith's 
vtiadow.  The  n3miaation  and  entranoa  fees  of  six  new 
irenbers  were  received.  A  colleotion  for  the  "  Pishing 
Oazette  Tobacco  Fund  for  the  Wounded  Soldiers  "  has 
been  st&rted,  which  I  promise  to  forward  on  as  soon  as  it 
grows  a  little  bigger. — Geo.  Bakrow. 

United  Brothers  Ang'lin^  Society.  Droid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — On  the  11th  inst.  we  had 
a  very  nics  show  of  roach  from  the  Thamas,  taken  by  Mr. 
S.  Drage  and  W.  Drage,  There  are  still  a  few  more 
prizes  to  be  won,  and  the  next  outing  for  them  takes  place 
on  the  18th  inst.— F.  H.  Beak. 

Walli»in  Green  and  Cheliea  Ansflin^  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  8.W. — A  very  fnU  meeting, 
and  we  are  now  fully  engaged  in  arranging  a  beneSt  for 
Mr.  A.  Glass,  who  has  been  in  St.  George's  Hospital  for 
the  past  eight  weeks  undergoing  a  serious  surgical  opera- 
tion. The  benefit  is  arranged  to  tike  place  at  the  Bri- 
tannia, Folham-road,  S.W.,  on  Feb.  24,  when  all  brother 
anglers  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  and  assist  a  good 
angler.  Committee  meeting  next  Weduesday,  8  30  p.m. 
sharp. — W.  W.  Di  ifield. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  AsigUng  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  "Walthamstow.— As  a  result  of  the 
compatition  on  Feb.  11  only  two  members  weighed-in  fish, 
Mr.  Calicut  taking  first  prizs  with  jack,  and  Mr.  Howell 
Becond  prize  with  roach.  On  Feb.  14  our  visit  took 
place,  and  we  must  heartily  thank  the  various  clubs  for 
their  kind  attendance.  Daring  the  evening  sorgs  were 
ftiven  by  the  folio iving  :  Messrs.  Eiton,  Knight;,  sen., 
Wotcock,  Ciffin,  Shockey,  Knrz,  Hunt,  and  Langton.  Mr. 
Le  Mond,  the  visiting  officer,  then  opened  the  box, 
which  contaiced  the  sum  of  £o.  The  Waiters  March, 
which  amounted  to  7s.,  was  kindly  added  to  it,  making  a 
grand  tctil  of  £6  "s.  Eight  clubs  were  represented.  A 
grand  concert  will  take  place  on  March  14  for  the  relief  of 
the  wives  and  children  of  Walthamstow  reservists.  The 
whole  of  the  prccaeds  without  deduction  will  go  to  the 
fund. — W.  Callcut. 

Walworth  Waltouiana  Anglingf  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  8.B. — 
An  open  competition  (bank  or  punt)  has  been  arranged  for 
Feb.  18  for  the  two  lapsed  prizes.  Messrs.  Wray  aid 
Griffin  were  the  winners  of  the  last  competition. — W. 
Wray. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Members  out  in  the 
match  had  to  return  with  a  blank,  so  the  match  is  post- 
poned till  Feb.  23,  to  take  place  at  Hatfield  Peverel ;  all 
to  go  down  with  the  first  train  on  the  morning  that  leaves 
Stratford  at  7.35  a.m.  I  wish  to  remind  members  that  it 
is  our  monthly  meeting  on  Wednesday  nex*-,  Feb.  21. — E. 

LOWTHEE. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — A  clnb  match  is  arranged  for  Feb.  22  and 
Feb.  25 ;  open  roving  competition,  any  public  water ;  no 
limit  of  weights.  Members  fishing  on  the  22nd  must  give 
previous  notice  at  the  clubhouse.  Oar  president  will  give 
a  steel  engraving,  "  Sons  of  the  Empire,"  as  first  prize, 
and  five  other  cash  prizes  will  be  added. — J.  J.  Huntee. 


CREWE  No.  1  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  annual  distribution  of  prizes  in  connection  with  the 
above  society  took  place  at  the  Koyal  Hotel  on  Saturday 
evei.ing,  when  a  most  enjoyable  smoking  concert  was  held, 
which  was  attended  by  a  large  number  of  members  and 
their  friends.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  president 
(Mr.  Wallace  Lumb).  Amongst  others  present  were  Mr. 
Jdmes  Tomklnsf  n  (of  Wiilington  Hall,  Tarporley),  Messrs. 
T.  Darling,  S.  Mascon  (secretary  Izaak  Walton  Society), 
J.  Wright  (chairman  Iziak  Walton  Scciaty),  W.  H.  Price 
(secretary  Free  Anglers),  W.  Smith  (chairman  Free 
Angltrs),  and  Mr.  E.  Cole  (secretary  No.  1  Angling 
Society),  Mr.  Sivetenham  and  Mr.  Clewj  (of  Middlewich). 
Daring  the  evening  a  toast  list  was  gone  through,  the 
different  toasts  being  interspersed  with  musical  items  ; 
and  the  admirable  way  in  which  everything  passed  off 
rtfl^ctcd  most  creditably  upon  Mr.  Cole  and  the  com- 
mittee, by  whom  the  arrangements  for  the  smoker  were 
carried  out. 

The  president,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  (^ueen,  said 
never  during  Her  Majesty's  long  reign  had  they  been  more 
closely  drawn  towards  their  sovereign  than  at  the  present 
time.  The  great  interest,  they  might  say  motherly 
iSiClion,  which  the  Queen  took  in  her  soldiers  who  were 
DOW  fighticg  their  country's  cause  in  South  Africa,  had 
won  for  Her  Ma  jesty  the  deepest  respect  and  esteem  of 
her  subjects.  The  toast  was  honoured  with  the  utmost 
enthueiaem,  the  company  singing  the  National  Anthem. 

The  president  ancoanced  that  several  letters  had  been 
received  from  gentlemen  who  were  inteiasted  in  the 
society,  ap  logiaing  for  absence.  Amongst  those  were 
Mr.  McCracken,  agent  to  the  Eight  Hon.  Kirl  of  Crewe  ; 
Mr.  W.  Eirdley,  president  Iziak  Walton  Society;  T. 
Marriott,  Mr.  C.  H.  Pedley,  Mr.  Sutherland,  of  Wigan, 
president  Northern  Anglers'  Association  ;  and  Mr,  T.  W. 
Bedford,  secretary  X.A.A. 

Mr.  Cole,  ia  submitting  his  report  as  to  the  position  of 
the  society  fir.ancially,  stated  that  the  total  receipts  for 
18&9  were  i'M  'Ji.  SJd,,  which  incladed  a  balancs  in  hand 
at  the  commeriiement  of  the  year  of  £23  178.  fiid,, 
ard  contributions  of  ordinary  and  honorary  members 
12a.  9d.  The  expenditure  amounted  to  £81  KU.  lid., 
leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of  £14  IHj.  4Jd.  In  conclusion, 
he  remarked  that  in  previous  years  their  prize  distribution 
had  al  ways  been  preceded  by  a  dinner,  but  this  year  the 
committee  had  decided  upon  a  new  departure,  and  one 
which  he  thought  would  commend  itself  to  the  members 
generally.  They  had  resolved  to  place  the  money  which 
had   hitherto    been   spent  upon  the  dinner  towards 


establishing  a  fund  out  of  which  it  was  proposed  to  stock 
the  river  Weaver  with  fish.  Ho  also  announced  that  Mr. 
Swetenham  and  Mr.  Clews,  of  Middlewich,  had  promised 
to  present  the  society  with  2000  fish  to  assist  in  stocking 
the  waters  in  which  the  members  of  the  Crewe  societies 
fished. 

Mr.  J.  Wright,  in  proposing  "  Success  to  the  Crewe 
No.  1  Angling  Society,"  referred  to  the  good  feeling  that 
existed  between  the  angling  clubs  in  the  town,  and  the 
beneficial  results  to  be  obtained  by  the  amalgamation  of 
the  various  societies,  the  president  responding  with  a 
capital  speech,  which  was  much  enjoyed. 

Mr.  Evans  proposed  the  toast  of  the  "  Patrons  and 
Sjibscribers,"  coupling  with  it  the  name  of  Mr.  Tomkinson, 
The  toast  was  drunk  in  a  very  hearty  manner.  Mr. 
Tomkinson,  in  acknowledging  the  compliment,  expressed 
the  pleasure  it  had  given  him  to  become  a  patron  of  the 
angling  societies  in  Crewe,  and  to  place  ai  their  disposal 
a  small  piece  of  water  that  he  had  on  hij  estate,  which 
contained  some  very  nice  trout. 

The  president  distributed  the  prizes  to  the  successful 
winners  given  by  the  club,  and  alsj  prizes  given  by  various 
gentlemen. 

Before  Mr.  Tomkinson  left  to  catch  his  train  he  gave  the 
association  £1  for  the  st-icking  fund,  and  contributed  a 
song,  which  was  much  enjoyed.  The  other  items  which 
went  to  make  up  an  excellent  musioil  programme  included 
humorous  songs  by  Messrs.  Leech,  Frcggatt,  Marsland, 
Jones,  Cole ;  a  violin  solo,  Mr.  G.  Capel ;  and  a  ventriloquial 
sketch  by  Mr.  W.  Eay,  which  brought  a  very  enjoyable 
evening  to  a  close,  the  company  singing  "  Auld  Lang 
Syne." 

Angling  is  at  a  complete  standstill  at  present,  all  pools 
and  Oinals  frozen  up,  and  slow-running  portions  of  rivers, 
and  about  lOi.  of  snow  on  the  ground.         G.  Capel. 


SPORT  AT  CALAIS. 

Mr.  Chas.  a.  Payton,  writing  from  Calais  on  Feb.  14, 
says:  "Dear  Marstcn, — Just  getting  over  a  sharp  touch 
of  the  seasonable  complaint. 

"  Last  Saturday,  feeling  that  it  had  taken  a  turn  for  the 
better,  I  took  a  turn  on  the  ice  with  some  of  my  youngsters 
in  the  afternoon.  Monday  afternoon,  went  to  the  marshes 
after  wildfowl  in  a  sloppy  thaw,  but  did  no  good. 

"  Yesterday  morning,  profited  by  brief  return  of  frost 
to  get  an  hour's  skating,  and  in  the  afternoon  I  went  down 
to  the  docks  to  resume  acquaintance  with  the  herrings,  of 
which  I  ciught  thirty-eight  and  one  sprat.  They  were 
neatly  all  on  the  '  jigger,'  but  I  lost  three  '  flies  '  on  un- 
sound old  gut.  A  French  enthmiast,  fishing  close  to  me, 
only  oiught  three  while  I  landed  most  of  mine,  and  was 
patheticilly  frequent  in  exclamations  of  '  Veinard ! ' 
(lucky  man  !)  He  was  fishing  coarse,  with  a  '  jigger  '  tied 
on  to  thick  yellowish  line,'and  lime  tied  to  end  of  rod,  while 
I  used  a  2yd.  stained  salmon  gut  trace,  with  attractive 
little  flies  above  the  jigger,  and  fine  reel  line,  trying  long 
oasts  and  various  depths.  This  shows  that  fine  tackle  pays, 
even  with  stupid  fish  like  herrings. 

"To-day  it  is  a  regular  thaw,  daik,  dismal,  blowing 
hard  from  W.N.W.,  with  occasional  rain  or  snow,  bat  I 
may  try  the  lively  herrings  for  an  hour  or  two  in  the  after- 
noon if  it  moderates  at  all.  There  is  really  hardly  any 
other  fishing  worth  going  in  for  round  here  untQ  All 
Fools'  Day  lets  us  loose  after  the  few  trout  of  the  district. 
Pity  there  are  no  grayling." 


BERKSHIRE  BORN. 

EvEBTBODY  in  the  Eoyal  county,  and  thousands  every- 
where else,  were  proud  of  "  Tom  "  Hughes,  whose  father, 
a  J. P.,  lived  at  Doinington,  near  Newbury,  for  a  good 
many  years ;  and  Berkshire  might  well  join  hands  with 
the  great  world  of  letters  and  the  reading  public  in  being 
especially  proud  in  that  the  genial  author  of  that  fascina- 
ting work,  "  Lorna  Doone,"  was  also  Berkshire  born,  and 
a  famous  author  besides.  The  recently  deceased  gentle- 
man must  have  greatly  suffdred  from  physicil  pain  ; 
nevertheless  his  unquenchable  humour  triumphed  over  all 
save  the  last  dread  enemy.  Onj  can  see  even  in  the 
twinkle  of  the  eyes  in  the  portrait  of  Mr.  E.  D.  Black- 
more,  published  in  the  Fishing  Qaaette,  indications 
in  his  noble  face  of  much  loveablenesa.  Perhaps  his 
estimate  of  the  capacity  in  not  gauging  the  public  taste  of 
half  a  score  of  London  publishers'  "  readers  "  was  very 
small  in  dec'ininz  to  accept  the  world-read  story  upon 
which  the  author's  reputation  will  probably  rest.  Any 
writer  who  essays  to  write  about  scenes  in  the  country 
must  needs  know  something  of  country  life  and  its  humour. 
Bulwer  Lytton  never  made  mistakes  in  his  romances, 
•neither  did  Charles  Dickens  in  his  marvellously  true 
creations  of  his  Cockney  types  and  of  countrymen. 

In  this  view  it  was,  indeed,  lucky  that  the  "  Amateur 
Angler,"  although  being  so  long  in  business  in  London, 
never  became  "  Cockney fied  "  in  the  sense  of  not  instantly 
appreciating  in  manuscript  a  story  of  beauty  and  varied 
incident  that  bubbles  up  like  the  brook  in  which  at  times 
Jan  Eidd  "forked"  out  the  toothsome  loach,  and  from 
the  same  waters  saved  little  Lorna  from  probable 
drowning.  Parenthetically,  many  persons  might  have 
wished  that  the  "  A.  A.  "  himself  had,  years  ago,  given  to 
the  world  th3  results  of  his  close  observation  of  rural 
eights  and  sounds  and  notes  of  birds,  &c.,  around  his 
suburban  home,  like  his  entire  sympithy  with  well  nigh 
every  animal  and  bird,  if  not  with  the  few  trout  he 
occasionally  kills  and  those  he  has  failed  to  land.  If 
another  (;rold8mith  should  arise  to  go  through  the  far 
more  labour-depleted  corn-growing  shires  of  England,  he 
would  tell  a  far  more  acute  story  than  the  gifted  author  of 
"  The  Vicar  of  Wakefield  "  told  in  his  clasaio  "  Sweet 
Auburn  "  as  the  "  Deserted  Village." 

Again,  it  would  be  interesting,  were  it  possible,  to  know 
if  any  London  publisher,  on  the  adyice  of  his  "reader," 


declined  to  accept  Gilteit  White's  "  Natural  History  o 
Selborne  ?  "  To  residents  in  large  cities  almost  all  their 
lives,  boots  about  birds  and  country  life  generally  cannot 
interest  them  nearly  so  much  as  other  books,  because  the 
readers  thereof  are  more  or  lees  ignorant  of  such  things. 
The  late  Mr.  Blackmore,  however,  inew  all  about  when 
the  blackbirds  were  fit  for  the  puddings,  and  he  crakes  Jan 
Ridd  mentally  promise  to  the  big  sheep  that  heard  him,  and 
showed  in  a  sheep's  langujige  that  he  did  so,  all  in  tte  dark 
on  the  wilds  of  Rxmoor,  if  not  the  promise  his  good  master 
made. 

In  conclusion,  certain  places  in  the  lovely  west  conntry 
have  greatly  benefited  through  the  natural  anxiety  to 
visit  some  of  the  towns  and  ecenes  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Blackmore's  interesting  work.  In  like  manner  amateur 
naturalists  go  to  Sislborne.  How  many  thousands  have 
gone  to  Westward  IIo  ?  Hunters  of  the  wild  red  deer  of 
Exmoor  go  to  Minehead  and  elsewhere  to  hunt  them,  chiefly 
from  reading  the  letters  of  that  famous  hunter,  yet  con- 
sistent mad,  the  late  Eev.  John  Enssell.  Mrs,  Beecher- 
Stowe,  when  she  went  nigh  all  over  Kngland,  always 
noticed  the  more  familiar  wild  birds  in  the  roads  and 
hedges,  and  also  declares  in  her  "  Sunny  Memories  of 
Foreign  Lands"  that  she  had  qualms  on  breaking  the 
shells  of  the  "  plover's  "  (lapwing's)  eggs  at  the  dinner  at 
Stafford  House.  W.  Fry. 


RUBBER  OYSTERS  SAVED  HIM. 

"  Speaking  of  oysters,"  taid  the  Major,  "  puts  me  in 
mind  of  the  time  I  went  into  the  patent  oyster  business. 
It  was  when  I  was  with  Smith  and  Coleman,  formerly 
proprietors  of  the  St.  Nicholas  and  Astor  Houses,  New 
York,  respectively,  but  at  the  time  running  the  Metro- 
politan in  Washington.  Busineea  was  bad,  and  we 
cudgelled  our  brains  how  to  build  it  up  without  incurring 
extra  expense.  Finally,  they  left  it  to  me.  I  concluded 
to  try  a  plan  that  would  either  make  or  break  business. 

"  There  were  some  old  rubber  mats  in  the  store-room, 
and  I  had  the  boys  wash  them  thoroughly  and  then  cut 
them  up  in  pieces  about  the  size  of  a  dsmino.  Taking 
about  200  of  these  pieces,  I  went  to  De  Mar,  the  chef  of 
the  hotel,  and  famed  for  his  fried  oysters,  and  asked  him 
if  he  could  cover  the  chunks  of  rubber  with  butter  and 
brown  them  without  getting  the  rubber  so  hot  it  would 
smell.  He  tried  it  and  succeeded  beautifully,  and  when  I 
had  placed  the  patent  oysters  in  a  ohafinj  dish  behind  the 
bar  they  looked  as  appetising  as  the  real  bivalve  ever 
looked  when  properly  fried. 

"  My  first  customer  was  Smith,  one  of  the  proprietors. 
He  saw  the  oysters  and  said,  '  Good  heavens,  Major,  we 
can't  stand  that !  Pried  oysters  will  break  us.  Why,  I 
know  fellows  who  will  stand  here  and  eat  a  dcz?n.' 

"I  told  him  I  didn't  think  they  would,  and  as  he 
wanted  to  try  one  I  passed  it  out  on  a  plate,  with  the 
regulation  fork.  He  chewed  on  it  awhile,  and  then  took 
it  out  of  his  mouth  and  looked  at  it.  Just  what  he  eaid 
doesn't  matter,  but  he  went  out  and  sent  Coleman  in  for 
an  oyster.  In  an  hour  or  two  the  run  had  commenced ; 
every  fellow  that  got  an  oyster  went  out  to  get  a  victim. 
General  O'Burns  brought  in  Frank  Turk ;  John  Cham- 
berlin  introduced  Chester  A.  Arthur  to  the  dish  ;  Sunset 
Cox,  Sam  Randall,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  and  a  host  of 
others  were  brought  in,  only  to  siy  :  '  Don't  give  me 
away.  I  want  So-and-so  to  have  an  oyster.'  And  they'd 
go  and  get  them. 

"  Teddy  Qainn  came  to  me,  and  eays  he  :  '  Major,  I 
want  a  dozen  of  your  oysters  put  up  in  a  box  for  my 
friend  Plannigan,  of  Troy,  N.Y.,  to  take  with  him  for 
lunch  on  his  journey  home  to-morrow.'  Flannigan  had 
his  wife  with  him,  and  they  did  not  open  the  oysters  until 
they  got  to  Wilmington,  and  there  Plannigan  went  out  to 
get  some  coffee  for  her,  while  his  wife  opened  the  lunch. 

"  She,  good,  kind  soul,  asked  several  ladies  sitting  near 
to  help  her  eat  tbe  oysters,  and,  in  truth,  she  resded  help 
to  eat  them.  When  Flannigan  cime  back  with  the  coffee 
there  was  a  coach-load  cf  about  as  angry  women  as  can  be 
imagined.  Flannigan  tried  an  oyster  to  see  what  the 
trouble  was,  and  when  he  got  home  he  wrote  me  a  letter. 
But  the  patent  oysters  boomed  the  business,  and  I  waa 
known  for  many  a  day  as  the  rubber  oyster  man."— 
Seattle  Post  Intelligencer. 


BOER  IMPERTINENCE. 
Overwhelming  evidence  has  been  obtained  of  the 
treason  of  a  Natal  Dutchman  namad  J.  McDowling. — 

Daili/  Paper, 

He  wears  nae  biioht-hued  tartan  tilt, 

He  isna  gaid  at  curling. 
Ye  canna  charm  him  wi'  the  lilt 

O'  bonuie  pipes  a-skirling. 
He  cmna  daunce  a  Scottish  reel, 

Melodiously  howling. 
Or  win  the  saumoa  tae  his  creel'. 

This  piirson  named  McDowling. 

He  canni  drive  from  off  the  green, 

But  waur  than  a'  taegither  ; 
He  ista  loyal  tae  the  Queen, 

That  rules  the  Land  o'  Hither. 
At  mention  o'  her  weel  lo'ed  name 

His  wicked  brows  are  scowling  ; 
An'  blackest  treason  isna  shame 

To  Muster  J.  McDowling. 

Oh  wae  is  me  that  sic  a  chiel 

Suld  boast  a  patronimic. 
That  breathes  of  a'  that's  true  an'  leal 

To  Britain's  foes  inimic. 
That  ane  tae  void  o'  truth  an'  sense 

Oor  land  suld  be  befouling. 
An'  hae  the  domd  imp^iirttnence 

To  ca'  himael'  "  McDowling." 
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Mr.  Charles  HrssET  nill,  on  Feb.  23,  give  a  lantern 
entertainment  in  aid  of  the  Mayor  of  Southend's  fund,  on 
behalf  cf  our  brave  soldiers  who  are  fighting  the  Queen's 
enemies,  at  the  Ship  Hotel,  Leigh.  The  lantern  is  one  of 
the  most  powerful  in  England,  and  the  slides  are  made  in 
the  most  perfect  style  of  the  art.  Mr.  Hussey  will  the  n 
give  the  necessary  "  explanations "  as  the  pictures  are 
thrown  upon  the  screen.  There  is  a  treat  in  store  for  all 
those  who  attend,  and  it  is  sit  C5rely  hoped  that  tickets 
wiU  be  taken  even  by  those  who  cannot  be  present,  and 
thus  help  to  augment  the  "  Mayor's  Fund."  I  hope  to  be 
present. 

 >  »  «  ■  <  

The  West  Yorlishire  Pioneer  has  kindly  sent  us  an 
account  of  the  re-hearing  of  the  cise  in  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  appeal.  Mr.  Charleswotth  again  appeared 
for  the  prosecution,  and  Mr.  W.  Thompson  for  the 
defendants  (John  and  Jonas  Tillotson).  After  a  long  and 
patient  hearing,  the  chairman,  in  summing  up,  said  :  "  We 
do  not  think  it  a  case  of  very  serious  import,  and  we 
therefore  fine  the  defendants  one  shilling  each,  without 

COBtS." 

 >»♦♦  <  

Under  the  musical  direction  cf  that  well-known  artist, 
Dalgety  Henderson,  the  "  Bohemians  "  will  hold  a  Special 
Smoking  Conceit  at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern  on  Thursday 
evening,  March  29.  The  chair  will  be  taken  on  this 
oscision  by  Mr.  George  R.  Sims  ("  Dagonet "  of  the 
Referee)  at  half  past  seven. 

■  >»♦■»<  

The  following  is  sent  me  by  Mr.  Harry  Lane,  a  genuine 
sea  angler,  who  vouches  for  its  authenticity.  He  might 
have  saved  his  "vouchers,"  because  it  is  really  so  very 
simple.  In  fact,  it  bears  the  impress  cf  the  double 
distilled  quintessence  of  truth  !  "Two  sailors  noticed 
that  a  shark  was  following  their  ship.  Not  knowing  how 
to  get  lid  of  it,  they  threw  a  chair  overboard.  The  shark 
swallowed  it,  but  still  followed.  The  sailors  then  threw  a 
b:x  of  oranges  overboard  to  it.  The  shark  swallowed  it, 
and  still  followed.  The  men  seemed  completely  beaten  for 
a  moment  what  to  do,  until  one  of  them  suggested  that 
those  on  board  should  draw  lots  for  who  had  to  satisfy  the 
shark.  It  fell  to  an  old  woman,  so  thty  tossed  her  over- 
board, and  the  shark  ate  her  at  one  bite.  This  did  not 
content  the  animal,  which  still  followed,  so  the  sailors 
harpooned  it  and  dragged  it  on  board.  Opening  it  they 
found,  to  their  surprise,  the  old  lady  sitting  on  the  chair 
selling  oranges  '  three  for  a  penny.'  " 
 >  »»♦<  

On  Tuesday  evening,  Feb.  13,  the  Gresham  A.S.  held 
their  annual  concert,  to  which  ladies  were  invited. 
Considering  the  wretched  weather  the  rooms  were  very 
full,  and,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  W.  Marshall,  a 
mosfc  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 


Ox  the  same  evening  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Good 
Intent  A.S.  was  held,  with  Mr.  Wood  in  the  chair.  As 
usual,  the  function  was  a  pronounced  success. 


On  Wednesday  evening  the  Greenwich  Anglers  held 
their  annual  dinner,  on  which  occasion  Jlr.  W.  T.  Wade 
read  hia  most  interesting  and  instructive  lantern  lecture 
on  "  Fishing  in  Kent."  Needless  to  say,  everything 
passed  off  very  pleasantly. 


On  the  same  evening  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  read  a  paper 
before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  B.8.A.S.  entitled 
"Rambles  in  Search  of  Salt-water  Fish."  The  weather 
(snow  and  sleet)  was  responsible  for  the  comparatively 
small  attends  noe,  but  those  who  were  present  were 
thoroughly  interested  and  instructed. 

The  fifteenth  annual  dinner  of  that  most  successful 
A.S.,  the  Mildmay,  will  take  place  on  Feb.  27  at  the 
Clarendon  Hotel,  Newitgt'  n  Green.  Mr.  F.  B.  Swann 
(the  president)  will  occupy  the  chair.  I  am  invited. 
Thanks,  Brother  Bendon,  but  if  it  should  be  as  mild  as 
Mail  I  will  try  and  sample  your  soup  and  fish.  Anyway,  I 
will  try  and  be  with  you  just  once  in  a  while.  May  you 
have,  as  nanal,  a  jovial  evening. 

 >  •  »  *  <  

The  H'laling.-:  and  ,S7.  Leonard's  Club  Chronide  (issued 
quarterly)  is  to  hand,  and  the  "  Editor's  Note  Bcok  "  is 
pregnant  with  news  of  great  interest  to  members  of  the 
club.  There  is  also  given  an  extract  of  Dr.  Patterson's 
lecture  on  "  The  Romance  of  Fish  Life."  Should  any 
readfer  wiah  to  enjoy  a  few  days'  holidayin  June  at  Tansor 
on  the  Nene,  he  should  send  to  Mr.  H.  Dowsett,  10,  York 
Buildings,  Ilafilings,  for  information.  1  note  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Hastings  A.S.  is  fixed  for  March  21.  I  hope 
to  have  a  bit  of  sea  fieLicg,  and  afterwards  array  myself 
in  purple  and  fine  lirjen  at  the  "spread."  Don't  forget 
the  ojsterH,  Messrs.  Dowsett  and  Scott,  and  "  put  me  up 
for  the  night." 

De.  Bateman  (of  the  CarMrook  Cuntle  liner)  ffnda  a 
catting,  dated  Jan.  20.  frcni  the  Wiinhei<j  Ti  nc.i: 
"  8p(-aking  of  fisljing  at  Kaik  Bay— the  past  fortnight  has 
famished  plenty  of  sport  for  those  who  foregather  so 
reliKiously  every  eveniug  on  the  rocko  which  run  some 
eiuhty  or  a  hundred  yards  out  to  sea,  commonly  known  as 
' 'J'he  Fiwheries.'  Jc  has  remained  for  that  well-known 
angler,  but  perhaps  better  known  attorney,  Mr.  (J.  M. 
Findlay,  to  secure  the  record  for  the  biggest  fish  (lotlb.), 
yet  caught  with  rod  and  line  in  South  African  waters. 


On  Wednesday  evening,  last  week,  fishing  with  a  light  rod 
(a  Castleconnell),  a  linen  tarpon  line,  fine  gimp  tackle,  and 
mackerel  bait,  Mr.  Findlay  struck  something  big,  which 
turned  out  to  be  an  enormous  kabeljouw.  'The  fun 
commenced  by  the  captive  heading  straight  out  to  sea. 
Checked  by  a  strong  wrist  and  an  American  multiplex  reel, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  line  were  paid  out,  every 
inch  of  which  was  fought  for  both  by  captor  and  captive 
alike. 

)  »  I  «  < 

"After  forty  minutes'  fighting  the  battle  was  over, 
and  Mr.  Findlay  had  the  satisfaction  of  hauling  in  his 
captive  on  an  incoming  wave  to  a  safe  place  amongst  the 
rocks,  where  the  gaff  was  in  waiting,  and  soon  settled  any 
further  pretensions  which  it  might  have  had  of  regaining 
the  freedom  of  the  sea.  The  angler  was  not  less 
exhausted  than  the  kabeljouw,  as  being  pulled  about 
from  pillar  to  post,  or,  more  correctly  speaking,  rock  to 
rock,  he  freely  admitted  that  he  had  enough  of  it.  This 
monster,  on  being  weighed  at  the  station,  en  route  for  the 
Wynberg  Military  Hospital,  tipped  the  beam  at  lOllb. , 
and  the  oldest  fisherman  stated  that  it  was  the  largest 
edible  fish  ever  known  by  them  to  have  been  brought  to 
shore."  A  kabeljouw  (or  skate)  weighing  1041b.  is  a 
good  fish ;  but  Dr.  Bateman  sent  one  of  1121b.  to  St. 
Dunstan's  House  a  few  months  ago.  Therefore  Mr. 
Findlay's  fish  was  not  the  "  record," 
 >♦»♦<  

According  to  the  Wynberg  Times  the  horse  is  a  most 
particular  animal.  He  will  leave  musty  hay  untouched  in 
his  manger,  however  hungry.  He  will  not  drink  water 
objectionable  to  his  questioning  sniff,  or  from  a  bucket 
which  some  odour  makes  offensive,  however  thirsty.  Thus 
he  is  often  saved  from  catching  disease.  Another  curious 
and  not  generally  known  fact  is  that  a  mare  is  never 
satisfied  by  either  sight  or  whinny  that  her  colt  is  really 
her  own  until  she  has  a  certified  nasal  certificate  to  the 
fact.  A  blind  horse  now  living  will  not  allow  the  approach 
of  any  stranger  without  showirg  signs  of  anger  not  safely 
to  be  disregarded.  The  distinction  is  evidently  made  by 
his  sense  of  smell,  and  at  a  considerable  distatcs. 


Me.  F.  Keen,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Maldon  and  Heybridge 
Angling  Society  (whose  report  appears  in  another  column), 
sends  the  following  "seasonable"  picture.  He  says; 
"  Although  the  Langford  waters  were  frozen  over  on 
I'eb.  11  some  of  the  anglers  made  holes  in  the  ice  and 
fished,  and  obtained  some  fair  amount  of  sport." 


The    monthly    delegate    meetiag  of    the  Anglers' 
Association  will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  Feb.  19,  at 
8  30,  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden  Lane,  E.G. 
 >»♦■»<   , 

The  "  Thatched-one  "  is  the  only  man  in  Epsom  who 
does  not  wear  a  great-coat.  A  deputation  of  the  Epsom 
Club  waited  upon  him  the  other  day  to  ask  him  if  he 
possessed  (  n).  He  replied,  "  Yes  ;  I  have  a  great-coat,  a 
waterproof  and  hood,  two  umbrellas,  ten  walking  sticks, 
fourteen  fishing  rods  and  reels.  What  more  does  a  man 
want  ?" 



More  alterations  will  be  made  in  the  Royal  Aquarium 
programme  nsxt  Monday,  amcu^  the  new- corners  being  the 
Brothers  Cattans,  who  do  some  able  weight-lifting.  The 
Ninth  Annual  Fisheries  Exhibition,  which  opens  on  Match 
8th,  promises  to  be  a  great  sucoess.  The  full  complement 
of  former  exhibitors  and  some  new-comers  have  already 
secured  space. 


The  Hhootiiig  Timex  is  responsible  for  the  following : 
"  'The  Colorado  Game  Warden  has  sent  a  man  to  Boulder 
to  investigate  complaints  that  three  owners  of  sawmills  on 
the  Middle  St.  Vrain  Creek  were  allowing  the  dust  from 
their  establishments  to  How  down  the  stream  to  the 
detriment  of  the  trout  and  other  fish  in  the  water.  Fenn's 
informant  wrote  that  '  fish  are  literally  piled  along  the 
banks,  where  they  are  decaying  and  bsfouling  the  water 
so  that  it  will  bring  diseasa  to  the  paoplo  who  are  obliged 
to  use  it.'  Mr.  Fenn  saya  that  he  has  warned  the  sawmill 
owners  heretofore,  and  will  prosecute  if  the  evidence 
warrants  it.  '  However,'  eaid  b'enn,  '  it  is  an  ill  wind  that 
blows  nobody  good,  and  even  this  killing  of  fish  by  filling 
the  stream  with  sawdust  is  a  lucky  event  for  some  of  the 
people  in  tlie  vicinity,  I  am  informed.  Juat  to-day  1 
received  a  letter  from  a  prominent  citizen  in  the  locality 
Baying  ho  hoped  I  wiuild  take  no  steps  to  stop  the  dumping 
of  sawdust  into  the  creek  as  it  was  helping  scores  of  poor 
peraons  there.   It  seems  that  the  fish  Bwallow  so  much  of 


the  sawdust  that  when  they  die  they  are  so  filled  with 
wood  that  they  do  not  sink,  but  are  washed  ashore.  After 
they  are  dried  the  poor  of  the  neighbourhood  come  along 
with  big  hampers  and  baskets  and  gather  up  these  sawdust- 
filled  fish,  which  they  use  for  firewood.  There  is  more 
than  sufficient  firewood  there  to  keep  the  poor  in  fuel 
during  all  this  cool  weather.  I  am  informed  th&t  in  this 
manner  many  persons  who  would  otherwise  have  been  ' 
oharges  on  the  county  have  been  able  to  strng^ 
along.' " 


Anticipation.  ' 
The  angler  plods  his  lonesome  way 
Bedewed  with  dew,  and  clogged  with  clay. 
Heart  light  as  air,  and  spirits  gay — 

Anticipation. 

If  friends  he  meets,  there  may  be  wets. 

An  argument,  and  sundry  bets  ;  - 

He'll  lose  'em,  perhaps,  but  still  he  gets — 

Anticipation. 

At  home,  his  dame  will  sit  and  wish 

For  more  of  those  delicious  fish. 

He  comes,  and  piles  upon  her  dish —  ; 

Anticipation. 

And  thus,  with  life,  time  onward  flies 
In  dreams  and  castles  reared  to  skies. 
Till  day  is  done,  and  droops  and  dies- 
Anticipation. 
MOSNAR  Dis. 


"  The  perfect  librarian,"  says  Scribner's  for  February, 
"  is  a  subjective  being,  and  moves  more  within  than  without 
the  world  of  books  that  surrounds  him.  He  is  subdued  to 
the  reverence  of  what  he  works  in,  and  has  the  student's 
perceptions,  discreet  and  catholic.  He  helps  to  create  tintr 
ambeant  with  which  a  library  should  be  permeated,  and 
even  to  those  who  have  no  feeling  for  the  right  spirit  of 
the  place  his  manners  and  personality  are  an  instruction, 
unconsciously  absorbed,  and  leading  them  to  a  humaner 
attitude.  In  short,  the  most  precious  qualifications  that  a 
librarian  can  have  are  precisely  such  na  cannot  be  taught ; 
exactly  as  is  the  ease  with  teachers,  and  very  notably  witii 
the  teachers  of  the  primary  grades  of  education,  whoBe 
true  efficiency  is  dependent  upon  some  priceless  personal 
gifts  which  are  wholly  incommunicable." 


"  Our  '  Bobs.'" 
(Dedicated  to  Lord  Roberts  when  he  was  ui  India.) 
'E's  a  little,  red-faced  man. 

Which  is  Bobs ; 
Rides  the  tallest  'orse  'e  can, 

Our  Bobs. 
If  it  bucks,  or  kicks,  or  rears, 
'B  can  sit  for  twenty  years. 
With  a  smile  round  both  'is  ears 

Carn't  yer,  Bobs  ? 

Then  'ere's  to  Bobs  Bahadur, 

Little  Bobs,  Bobs,  Bobs  ; 
'E's  our  pukka  kandahadur, 

Figbtin'  Bobs,  Bobs,  Bobs. 
'E's  the  Dook  of  Aggy  Ohel, 
'E's  the  man  wot  done  us  well 
An'  we'll  follow  him  to  Hades. 

Won't  we,  Bobs  ? 


"  A  NOVELTY  in  banquets  has  taken  place  at  Gorleston, 
where  three-score  fishermen  were  invited  to  a  'sea  pie 
feast.  A  huge  pie  was  provided  that  weighed  over  1641b. 
This  was  '  built '  with  three  decks.  At  the  bottom  was 
beef  and  bones,  then  a  layer  of  crust,  over  which  were 
placed  beef,  pork,  liver,  and  kidneys.  "Then  came  another 
deck  of  dough,  on  which  were  potatoes,  onions,  and  mora 
meat,  and  finally  the  whole  was  roofed  in  with  a  ornat 
several  inches  thick.  It  was  seven  hours  cooking  over  t 
huge  fire,  and  the  guests  were  supplied  to  the  number  of 
sixty-five  from  it  until  the  whole  was  consumed.  Thia 
strange  feast  was  given  gratuitously  in  celebration  of  the 
successful  character  of  the  past  herring  fishing."  [Thia 
cutting  from  a  contemporary  bears  no  date.  I  think  it 
must  be  pretty  aged,  for  the  "  past  herring  season"  waa 
not  a  Buccessful  one.] 


A  WRITER  in  the  Illustrated  Sporting  and  Drauialic 
Neivs  says:  "I  suppose  that  a  proposal  to  prohibit  the 
oatohing  and  sale  of  whitebait  would  be  received  with 
considerable  disfavour ;  I ut  I  am  none  the  less  convinced 
that  such  a  measure  ought  to  be  passed.  The  bulk 
of  the  English  whitebait  is  composed  of  biby  herringa, 
sprats,  flatfish,  gobies,  sea  bream,  mullet,  bass,  and  other 
estuary  haunting  fish.  It  is  a  sinful  waste  of  th?  harvest 
of  the  sea  to  slaughter  those  immature  fry  by  the  hundred- 
weight in  order  to  gratify  the  few  persons  who  can  afford 
these  luxuries.  Every  year  we  have  to  go  farther  afield 
for  our  fish  supplies,  and  the  falling  off  in  our  coast 
fisheries  is  periodically  deplored.  In  common  with  my 
fellow  men,  I  have  eaten  whitebait;  but  it  was  the  smsll, 
transparent  white  fish  (Salanx  cliineiisis)  of  China, 
which  is  a  very  different  thing  from  the  fry  served  up  at 
London  dinner  tables.  Really  and  truly,  there  is  uotbiog 
except  its  rarity  to  recommend  this  English  dish  ;  and  the 
catching  and  sale  of  whitebait  in  this  country  ought  to  lo 
made  a  penal  offence." 


Tnic  following  ia  from  Mr.  Stanley  Mead  (Henley-on- 
Thames)  by  telegraph  on  Thursday  night :  "  Water 
thick;  rising  faat;  fishing  dead  off."  Dragnet, 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
There  was  a  good  attendance  of  memberg  on  Monday 
ereniog  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  to  hear  a  paper  read 
by  Dr.  Ogier  Ward  on  the  subject  of  "  The  Migration  of 
Salmon."    Mr.  C.  Butler  occupied  the  chair,  and,  before 
calling  upon  Dr.  Ward,  asked  for  angling  reports  from 
those  round  the  table.    Only  one  member,  however,  had 
ventured  out,  Mr.  Chas.  H.  Wheeley,  who  hai  an  hour's 
gpinning  in  the  Thames  on  Saturday  afternoon.    As  he 
anticipated,  he  failed  to  move  a  single  fish.    The  reat  of 
the  company,  vrith  mournful  iteration,  declared  that  the 
Arctic  weather  had  been  too  much  for  them,  and  that  they 
had  not  taken  a  rod  in  hand  for  the  past  fortnight.  Dr. 
Ogier  Ward,  who  was  warmly  received,  then  gave  his 
promised  essay.  In  the  course  of  hi?  remarks,  he  said  that 
among  the  interesting  questions  which  salmon  anglers 
might  follow  up  was  one  especially  relating  to  the  gas 
found  in  the  swim-bladder.    Now,  the  swim-bladder  is  the 
parallel  of  the  lung,  but  it  is  not,  or  only  rarely,  used  for 
respiration.    It  contains  gases,  not  air.    Dr.  Davey  found 
in  a  fresh  run  salmon  10  per  cent,  of  oxygen  and  90 
per  cent,  of  hydrogen.    Fresh  fish  generally  bad  even  less 
oxygen  and  more  hydrogen  ;  sea  fish,  on  the  contrary, 
have  up  to  8"  per  cent,  oxygen.    Salmon  feed  and  grow 
very  rapidly  in  sea  water.    They  do  not  seek  food  while  up 
the  river ;  they  could  not  get  enough  if  they  did ;  they 
merely  take  what  comes  in  their  way.    Their  natural  food 
is  Crustacea — prawns,  shrimps,  &c. — amd  to  this  food  they 
owe  their  pink  tint  of  flesh  ;  their  stomachs  turning  the 
colouring  matter   in  the  prawns  red  just  as  we  do  by 
boiling  them.    Feeding  is  the  first  motive  in  animal  life, 
reproduction  the  second,  and  whereas  during  most  of  a 
creature's  life  it  is  to  he  found  handy  to  its  food,  the 
reproductive  instinct  very  commonly  allures  it  to  spots 
where  food  ia inaccessible.    Not  only  so,  but  amongst  all 
animals  a  certain  exhaustion  follows  tbe  act  of  reproduction, 
while  among  the  lower  grades,  as  with  the  lower  plants, 
the  act  of  reproduction  entails  the  prompt  death  of  the 
parent.    Littoral  fish  bear  abstinence  from  food  very  badly 
and  soon  die  if  starved,  whereas  fresh-water  fish  can  live 
long  without  apparent  discomfort  from  want  of  food. 
When  fish  spawn  they  naturally  seek  some  spot  where 
their  spawn  will  be  but  little  disturbed,  where  a  suitable 
temperature  exists,  and  where  the  young  fry  will  find 
proper  food.    Again,  while  many  fish  are  only  slightly 
rendered  out  of  condition  by  spawning,  and  many  are  fit 
for  food  at  once,  the  kipper  is  a  most  foul  beast,  hideous  in 
appearance  and  disgustingly  out  of  condition.    What  does 
all  this  lead  to  ?    The  salmon  was  a  shore-haunting  fish 
feeding  in  salt  water  only,  and  spawning  high  up  fresh 
streams  many  miles  away.    No  other  fish  except  the 
stickleback    could    endure    transfer  for    any  length 
of    time    from     salt    to    fresh     water    and  vice 
ver»&.     They  knew   that  salmon   roe  was  the  most 
attractive  of  bait  to  all  fish,  and  he  had  stated  that  shore- 
hannting  fish  bear  starvation  badly,  yet  the  salmon  starves 
sometimes  for  months.    They  had  seen  that  the  gas  in  the 
swim-bladder  of  a  fresh  run  salmon  approximated  to  that 
usual  in  fresh-water  fish.    All  these  facts  brought  him  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  salmon  is  a  true  sea  fish,  which, 
haunting  estuaries  where  shrimps  and  prawns,  which  are 
oSal  eaters,  abound,  and  therefore  becoming  accustomed 
to  storm  floods  of  fresh  water,  became  able  to  accom- 
modate itself  specially  well  to  the  respiratory  change  from 
fresh  to  salt,  and  vice  versa,  and  that  the  necessity  of 
finding  a  safe  spawning  ground  drove  the  salmon  further 
upstream.    The  tastiness  of  its  roe,  too,  had  perhaps  a 
significance  in  this  connection,  whilst  the  acquired  faculty 
for  freeh-water  life  gave  an  associated  power  of  enduring 
prolonged  fasts  unusual  amongst  other  fish  of  its  class. 
Finally,  the  speaker  opined  that  the  modified  interchange 
of  gases  in  the  swim-bladder  has  to  do  with  this  power  of 
fasting.   Oxygen  bums  up  tissues  and  causes  hunger,  and 
it  had  been  seen  that  there  is  very  little  of  it  in  the  swim- 
bladder  of  fresh-water  fish.    Dr.  Ward  thought  it  would 
he  a  matter  of  real  practical  interest  if  someone  with 
means  and  time  would  analyse  the  gases  in  swim-bladders 
of  sea  and  fresh  fish,  and  of  the  same  fifh  when  charged 
from  one  medium  to  another.    A  word  was  said  on 
salmon  flies.  Dr.  Ward  contending  that  the  "  jerking  "  of 
the  fly  suggested  the  movement  of  a  shrimp  in  the  water. 
The  salmon,  he  thought,  looked  upon  it  as  a  curious  kind 
of  shrimp,  the  combined  effect  of  the  bubbles  of  air  in  the 
water  blending  with  the  colour  of  the  fly  giving  rise  to  that 
iridescence  which  bears  out  the  view  that  the  salmon 
regards  the  fly  as  a  variety  of  food,  and  not  for  some 
strange  beast  which  it  has  never  seen.    The  more  perfectly 
it  was  imitated  by  the  jerking  process  the  more  likely  one 
was  to  get  a  rise  from  a  fish. 

After  some  discussion  a  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to 
Dr.  Ogier  Ward  for  his  excellent  paper. 

M.  G.  E.  De  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting,  held  at  Ye  Olde  Rain- 
bow Tavern,  1.5,  Fleet-street,  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  14, 
Mr.  W.  T.  Green  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  having  been  read  and  contirmed,  the 
members  having  no  fishing  experiences  to  relate,  Mr. 
A.  E.  Matthews  read  a  very  interesting  paper,  he  remark- 
ing before  starting  that  he  intended  reading  a  paper 
entitled  "  Rambles  of  the  Sea  Angler,"  instead  of  "  Sea 
Angling  Experience  on  the  South  and  East  Coasts,"  as 
announced.  Mr.  Matthews  stated  that  owing  to  the  very 
many  sea  angling  resorts  he  had  visited  it  was  very  difficult 
to  know  where  to  start,  but  he  certainly  thought  Great 
Yarmouth  an  excellent  resort  from  October  to  January, 
the  month  of  November  being  especially  good,  excellent 
sport  being  obtained  from  the  Britannia  Pier,  he  one 
morning  catching  sixty-four  gurnards  from  this  place. 
Further  out  to  8»>a,  however,  you  can  take  such  fish  as 


maigre,  scribbled  mackerel,  tunny  (one  of  2241b.  having 
been  taken),  rays,  bream,  &c.  Lowestoft  is  much  the 
same  as  Great  Yarmouth,  and  bebt  in  the  autumn, 
boats,  bait,  and  men  being  always  obtainable.  There  is 
no  pier  fishing  at  this  place,  however,  but  fishing 
is  allowed  from  o&  the  walls  of  tbe  harbour,  smelt  being 
very  plentiful.  The  best  bait  is  bits  of  boiled  shiimp. 
Also  about  a  mile  from  Lowestoft  Pier  very  good  codling 
and  whiting  fishing  ia  obtainable.  Cromer  was  also 
mentioned  as  very  good  during  the  autumn.  In  addition 
to  cod  and  whiting,  large  place,  turbot,  and  soles  are  to  be 
found.  Mr.  Matthews  said  he  thought  Scarborough  and 
Eastbourne  were  as  good  as  any  place  for  summer  fishing, 
he  having  done  a  good  deal  at  both  places.  At  Scarborough 
he  had  had  some  excellent  sport  with  the  mackerel,  and  at 
Edstbourne  the  bass  are  very  good ;  and  a  very  interesting 
paper  was  brought  to  an  end  by  giving  a  few  of  the  names 
and  weights  of  the  best  fish  taken  at  the  various  resorts 
around  the  coasts.  Very  hearty  votes  of  thanks  were 
accorded  to  Mr.  Matthews  for  his  paper  and  to  the  chair. 
The  usual  toast  to  the  "  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  " 
closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

An  annual  fixture  with  us,  "  The  Bohemian  Concert," 
was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  at  the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern, 
Coleman-street,  which  was  a  decided  success,  a  good 
attendance  of  ladies  and  friends  resulting  on  the  invita- 
tions extended,  notwithstanding  the  very  heavy  fall  of 
snow  and  abounding  slush.  A  worse  evening  than  last 
Tuesday  to  expect  ladies  to  turn  out  of  doors  to  attend  a 
smoking  concert  could  not  possibly  be  imagined  ;  but  1 
am  pleased  to  say  many  did  brave  the  elements — in  fact, 
far  more  came  than  we  exf  eoted  when  we  saw  how  the 
evening  turned  out.  Was  this  due  to  respect  for  the 
angler,  or  because  a  repetition  of  an  enjoyable  evening 
spent  at  a  similar  Gresham  concert  was  looked  forward 
to  ?  I  think  both.  Mr.  W.  Marshall  occupied  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  arranged  the  programme,  for  the 
excellence  of  which  he  deserves  great  credit.  Miss  Kate 
Voy's  rendering  of  the  Jewel  Song,  from  Faust,  was 
much  appreciated,  and  gave  as  an  encore  "  The  Swallows," 
little  Mifs  Mabel  Croger  "  Daddy  "  and  "  The  Children's 
Home,"  very  prettily  sang,  and,  in  consequence,  an  encore 
to  the  former  was  asked  for  and  given.  Mr.  J.  Richardson 
pleased  everyone  with  "  Tommy's  Tournament,"  and  that 
rousing  song,  "  The  Deathless  Army."  Miss  Kate  WUley 
proved  having  thorough  control  over  a  beautiful  voice  by 
her  singing,  with  delicacy  and  power,  "  Marguerite  "  and 
"  Angus  Macdonald,"  the  latter  song  appealing  more  to 
the  sentiments  of  aU  in  this  war  time.  An  encore  was 
kindly  given,  but  all  three  songs  were  equally  well 
rendered.  Miss  Wertheim  gave  a  recitation  concerning 
cats,  by  Jerome,  and  very  well  done,  too.  Mr.  James 
Edwards  sang  two  songs,  Mrs.  Winfred  Croger  two  songs, 
and,  of  course,  Mr.  Harry  Knight,  with  four  humorous 
songs,  was  a  great  success.  Mr.  Ernest  C.  Parker  gave  two 
violin  selections  and  an  encore,  "  My  Pretty  Jane,"  which 
were  most  creditably  performed.  Miss  F.  Twallin  gave 
a  pianoforte  selection,  and  also  played  accompaniments  for 
all  the  singers,  and  it  must  have  been  a  very  tiring  evening 
for  her,  as  there  were  exactly  thirty  items,  with  encores. 
There  was  no  time  for  an  interval,  and  I  must  say  that 
Miss  Twallin  proved  an  excellent  reader,  and  at  home 
with  any  music  that  happened  to  be  placed  before  her. 
The  Guildhall  Glee  Singers,  with  whom  our  friend  Mr. 
Pelham  Wilks  takes  the  part  of  bass,  gave  four  quaitets 
in  most  exceptional  style.  The  balance  was  so  perfect, 
such  as  one  seldom  finds,  and  the  melody  was  very  pleasing. 
Altogether  the  concert  was  a  musical  treat,  and  everyone 
present  had  an  enjoyable  evening.  Mr.  Marshall  was 
accorded  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  presiding,  and 
the  singing  of  "  God  Save  the  Queen  "  (item  No.  31) 
brought  the  concert  to  a  close. 

Special  committee  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  at  seven 
o'clock.  Will  members  kindly  note  that  fishing  is  now  at 
a  standstill.  J.  H,  Walker  (Hon.  Sec). 


YORKSHIRE  FISHERY  BOARD, 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board 
was  held  recently  at  the  Station  Hotel,  York,  ttie  Hon. 
Cecil  Duncombe  presiding.  There  was  a  fairly  good 
attecdance.  The  annual  report  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
J.  E.  Jones,  the  secretary.  It  stated  that  the  sum 
received  for  the  sale  of  coast  licences  is  £37,  as 
compared  with  £3.5  in  1898.  Only  two  licences  were 
issued  for  net  fishing  in  the  river,  and  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  no  salmon  were  legally  taken  in  either  the 
Ouse  or  the  Trent  during  the  past  fishing  season.  As 
stated  in  previous  reports,  the  continued  dry  weather  is 
regarded  as  the  main  factor  leading  to  this  regrettable 
and  probably  unprecedented  state  of  affairs,  as  it  was 
impossible  for  fish  to  live  in  the  lower  waters,  which, 
owing  to  the  small  volume,  was  highly  charged  with 
pollution  and  warp.  Two  rod  and  line  licences 
only  were  issued,  and  I  have  failed  to  hear  of  any 
capture,  though  fish  were  seen  in  some  of  the 
upper  parts  of  the  river  late  in  the  season.  There 
is  an  opinion  prevalent  amongst  fishery  boards  that  the 
time  has  come  when  Parliament  should  inquire  into 
the  declioe  of  the  salmon  fisheries,  and  the  working  of  the 
statutes  relating  to  fisheries  generally,  and  it  has  been 
proposed  that  a  Royal  Commission  should  inquire  into  the 
subject.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  something  should 
be  done,  and  done  at  once,  but  Royal  Commissions  move 
slowly,  and  it  would  obviously  be  a  great  advantage  if  the 
fishery  boards  in  England  and  Wales  were  to  combine, 
and  at  once  tackle  the  matter  and  decide  upon  the 
reTiPdies  which  it  might  be  thought  advisable  to  adopt. 


I  have  again  to  record  an  increase  in  the  sale  of  trout 
licences,  which  reached  a  total  of  10.916,  or  ■360  more  than 
were  issued  in  18i*8.  Owing  to  the  streams  being  very 
low,  sport  has  been  generally  only  poor.  The  balance  due 
to  the  bank  on  Dec.  31,  1898,  was  £268  VJ».  3d.  Tue 
balance  at  the  close  of  the  year  stood  at  £89  68  .  7d  ,  so 
that  there  was  a  surplus  of  £179  128.  8d.  over  the  above 
expenditure.  The  convictions  only  numbered  twenty-si;: 
as  against  foity-six  in  the  preceding  year.  Capt.  Key 
said  he  had  great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  motion.  He 
congratulated  the  society  on  their  improved  financial 
position,  but  he  could  not  congratulate  them  on  the 
source  from  which  the  increase  bad  been  obtained.  He 
found  from  the  1899  accounts  that  there  was  a  deficiency 
up  to  the  end  of  this  year  of  £1289  123.  3Jd.  For  several 
years  the  receipts  had  been  less  than  the  expendi- 
ture. There  had,  according  to  the  report,  not  been 
a  salmon  killed  during  the  pist  year  either  in  the  Ouse  or 
the  Trent.  He  found  that  the  Is.  trout  licence  had 
produced  £1200,  and  he  would  ask  what  had  the  trouc 
licence  gentlemen  got  for  their  £1200  'i  Simply  a  few 
trout  given  to  them.  He  mentioned  that  matter  becauea 
he  saw  that  in  the  report  it  was  recommended  that  the 
different  fishery  boards  should  make  a  move  in  the  matter 
of  getting  the  present  statute  altered.  He  believed  the 
chairman  would  bear  him  out  in  saying  they  had  no  power 
to  do  other  than  what  they  were  doing  with  regard  to 
supporting  salmon  fisheries  out  of  trout  licences.  It  was 
not  fair  that  men  who  never  saw  a  salmon,  or,  at  least, 
who  never  fished  for  one,  should  be  called  upon  to  pay 
£1200  for  salmon  preservation  The  chairman  pointed  out 
that  in  this  district  the  licence  was  only  Is.,  but  ia  some 
fishery  districts  it  was  23.  6d.,  and  to  a  man  who  was  iond 
of  fishing  Is,  was  only  a  small  sum.  Captain  Key  said  he 
saw  there  was  a  suggestion  that  money  should  be  spent  on 
Boroughbridge  fish  pass.  The  chairman  said  it  might  be 
necessary.  Captain  Key  said  there  had  not  been  a  fish 
caught  in  the  river,  and  they  were  not  getting  the  money 
expended  on  salmon  from  salmon  fishermen,  bpt  trout 
fishermen.  Again  he  said  it  was  not  fair.  Lieut.  Colonel 
Meysey  Thompson  said  the  watching  of  the  streams  had 
very  much  improved  the  trout  fishing,  and  as  to 
salmon  fishing,  they  might  hope  for  an  improvement 
when  the  rivers  were  made  more  pure.  The  chair- 
man formally  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
which  was  seconded  by  Colonel  Haworth  -  Booth  and 
carried.  The  Hon.  Cecil  Duncombe  was  re-elected  presi- 
dent ;  Colonel  Haworth-Booth,  vice-president ;  and  Mr. 
J.  E.  Jones,  secretary.  Mr.  W.  H.  St.  Quintin  was  re- 
appointed representative  of  the  board  on  the  Sea  Fishery 
Committee.  It  was  resolved  to  grant  500  yearling  trout 
to  each  of  the  following  angling  clubs  and  societies : 
Keighley  Angling  Club,  Ryedale  Anglers'  Club,  Ilkley 
Angling  Club,  Bradford  Waltonians,  Halifax  Amiable 
Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bradford  City  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, HuU  Angling  Preservation  Society,  York  Angling 
Association,  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Anglers,  Nidderdale  Angling  Club,  and  Driflield  Anglers' 
Club.  The  secretary  made  some  remarks  with  respect  to 
the  Otiey  District  Council's  Water  Bill.  He  had  seen 
Mr,  Trevor  Edwards,  of  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board, 
and  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  oppose  the 
bill.  It  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Jones)  it  would  be  a  great 
pity  to  spend  their  funds  in  opposing  the  bill,  and  that  it 
would  be  better  to  let  it  alone.  On  the  motion  of  the 
chairman  it  was  agreed  that  no  opposition  be  offered  to  the 
bill.  J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Dep  <t, 
19,  New  Sti  iou-street,  Leeds, 


THE    YO'KSRIBE    HERALD  ANGLING 
CLUB  (YORK). 
The  above  clu^  li  Id  their  anLual  dinner  on  Saturday 
night  last  at  the  Bay  Horse  Hotel,  Marygate,  York,  The 
president,  Mr,  A,  H.  Fletcher,  managing  editor  of  the 
Yorkshire  Herald,  presided,  and  Mr.  E.  Taylor,  chief 
reporter,  occupied  the  vice-chair.    There  were  nearly  sixty 
members  and  friends  present,  including  Mr.  J,  G,  Butcher, 
Q.C.,  M.P.,  Capt.  Key,  J.P.,  Mr.  Councillor  Staines, 
Mr.  J.  S.  Shannon,  Mr.  J.  H.  Williams  (Darlington), 
Mr.  W.  Redpath,  Mr.  G.  Woolford,  Mr.  W.  Bean,  Mr. 
T.  Mason  (hon.  treasurer),  Mr.  A.  Turner  Brown,  Mr. 
F.  T.  Campbell,  Mr.  G.  E,  Dnnsford,  Mr,  A,  Kempley, 
Mr,  G,  W,  Pattison  (Northallerton),  Mr.  F.  Taylor,  Mr. 
H.  T.  D.  Williams,  Mr.  W.  J.  Davidson  (hon.  secretary), 
Mr.  W.  H.  Mead,  Mr.  Harold  Masser,  Mr.  Farley,  &c. 
At  the  conclusion  of  a  bountiful  and  admirably  served 
dinner,  the  chairman  gave  the  toast  of  the  "  Queen  and 
the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family  "  in  appropriate  terms,  and 
the  toast  was  musically  honoured.    Mr,  W,  Redpath 
proposed  the  health  of  "  Our  Soldiers  and  Sailors,"  He 
said  that  in  York  they  had  "  unbounded  confidence"  in 
our  soldiers  and  sailors.    A  country  that  could  produce 
such  soldiers  and  sailors  need  never  be  afraid  to  face  any 
foe.    Sir  George  White  was  giving  an  example  to  the 
whole  world  of  what  a  soldier  could  do  with  a  small 
force  against  much   greater   numbers.    (Hear,  hear.) 
Referring  to  criticisms  on  our  forces,  Mr.  Redpath  said 
that  both  services  were  acting  in  most  efficient  manner, 
and  before  long  they  vould  find  that  our  army  in  South 
Africa  had  accomplished  its  great  work.    He  felt  sure 
that  General  Bulkr  would  show  once  more  that  Engb'sh 
soldiers  never  failed  to  Ecsomplish  their  task,  (Applause.) 
Captain  Key,  in  responding  to  the  toast,  observed  that 
what  had  been  said  of  our  soldiers  was  well  deserved,  for 
they  had  never  shown  greater  courage  or  discipline.  "They 
had  to  fight  against  tremendous  odds,  and  against  en- 
trenched  foes,  armed  with  weapons  of  the  latest  patterns, 
and  he  did  not  think  that  he  was  exaggerating  in  saying 
that  there  were  no  troops  in  the  world  who  could  have 
equalled  their  efforts.   The  Captain  highly  praised  the 


I 


120  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE  [February  17,  1900 


auxiliary  forces  for  the  noble  manner  in  which  they  had 
responded  to  tbe  call.  He  bad  two  fods  who  were  serving 
their  conatry,  one  of  whom  was  comfortably  well-off,  and 
could  have  stayed  at  home  and  waited  for  a  commisBion, 
bad  volunteered  as  a  trooper.  He  was  only  one  of  many. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Any  country  with  men  like  that  would  s^e 
this  thing  through.  Mr.  J.  S.  Shannon  recited  the 
"  Abeent-Minded  Beggar,"  and  in  response  to  the  usual 
appeal  368.  was  contributed  to  the  fund.  The  vica- 
chairman  proposed  the  health  of  "  The  President."  He 
said  that  he  had  propoeed  that  toast  ever  since 
the  club  was  founded,  and  for  seven  or  eight 
years  he  had  had  the  pleasure  of  proposing  the 
health  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Hargrove,  but  in  consequence  of  a 
change  in  the  office,  they  had  now  a  new  president  in  the 
person  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Fletcher.  He  should  not  like  the 
occasion  to  pass  without  acknowledging  the  great  support 
and  encouragement  which  they  always  received  from  Mr. 
Hargrove  ;  but  while  recognising  it,  they  none  the  less 
heartily  welcomed  their  new  president.  He  was  a  gentle- 
man who  cime  to  York  with  an  ardent  love  of  fishing,  and 
he  hoped  he  would  join  the  club  in  their  angling  excur- 
sions, and  that  he  would  have  good  health  and  sport. 
The  toast  was  musically  honoured.  The  chairman 
tendered  his  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  cordiality  with 
which  the  toast  had  been  received.  He  had  been  only  a 
short  time  in  York,  but  he  had  made  many  friends.  After 
some  humorous  observations,  the  chairman  said  he 
thought  there  was  nothing  that  promoted  a  hearty  good 
feeling  of  fellowship  so  much  as  their  gatheringe  and 
outings.  He  hoped  to  accompany  them,  and  to  do  hia  best 
to  promote  a  fraternal  feeling.  (Applause.)  Mr.  P.  T. 
Campbell,  in  giving  the  toast  of  "  The  Vice-Presidents," 
said  they  regretted  their  new  M.P.,  Mr.  Faber,  was  unable 
to  be  present.  Mr.  J.  G.  Batcher,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  who  on 
rising  to  respond  was  warmly  welcomed,  said  he  could  not 
sufficiently  thank  the  company  for  the  extreme  cor- 
diality with  which  they  had  responded  to  the  toast.  Mr. 
Faber  would  have  been  present,  he  knew,  if  he  could,  and 
he  would  carry  to  him— and  he  hoped  to  have  the  pleasure 
of  introducing  him  to  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday 
— (applause) — a  message  of  good  friendship,  of  good  cheer, 
and  good  luck  from  them  which  he  would  heartily  enjoy. 
Capt.  Key  was  one  of  the  best  friends  that  anglirg  ever 
had,  and  perhaps  he  had  dote  more  for  York  anglers  than 
any  other  man.  (Hear,  hear.)  His  own  experience  of 
angling,  however,  was  not  great.  He  had  caught  fish,  but 
it  was  with  g^eat  difficulty.  He  hoped  in  future  to 
improve  himself.  (A  Voice  :  "  Come  with  us.")  Well, 
he  could  see  no  better  way.  As  they  were  aware,  the 
pursuit  of  angling  was  one  of  the  oldest  sports  in  history, 
and  if  they  turned  to  the  Book  of  Isaiah — he  forgot  the 
exact  chapter  and  verse,  but  no  doubt  they  were  all 
familiar  with  it — (laughter) — they  would  find  a  reference 
to  anglers  who  fished  in  the  backwaters  of  the  Nile.  ["  All 
they  that  oast  angle  into  the  brooks,"  Isaiah  XVIII., 
verse  8. — J.  E.  M.]  It  was  not  recorded  what  tackle  or 
success  they  had,  but  it  was  na  doubt  a  fact  that  the  sport 
was  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  one  of  the  mostintereetirg 
of  all  the  sports  in  which  they  indulged.  It  had  a  litera- 
ture that  alone  would  do  credit  to  any  sport,  and  he 
wished  them  all  sucoesa  and  prosperity.  The  chairman 
proposed  "  Success  to  the  Yorkshire  Herald  Angling 
Club,"  and  said,  although  he  had  been  connected  with 
the  society  for  but  a  comparatively  short  time, 
he  had  bad  the  pleasure  of  accompanying  the 
members  on  two  of  their  summer  "fishing  excursions," 
and  had  learned  what  a  beneficial  institution  an  angling 
club  was.  It  promoted  good  fellowship  among  the  men, 
and  was  the  means  of  affording  to  them  much  pleasurable 
and  healthful  recreation.  He  was  glad  to  hear  that  the 
society  was  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  he  trusted  that 
it  would  continue  in  its  successful  career.  (Applause.) 
Mr.  J.  Mennell  proposed  the  toast  of  the  "  Riparian 
Owners,  Gentlemen  who  Grant  Permits,  and  Donors  of 
Prizes."  He  observed  that  anglers  were  increaeiog  so 
greatly  that  it  was  becoming  difficult  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  to  obtain  permission  to  fish.  York  anglers  gener- 
ally, and  the  members  of  the  Yorkshire  Herald  Club  in 
particular,  hid  been  very  fortunate  in  being  granted 
permission  to  fish  their  matches  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
district.  The  club  was  also  fortunate  in  having  so  many 
friends  to  offer  prizes  for  competition.  (Applause.)  Cap- 
tain Key,  replying  for  the  riparian  owners,  said  he 
had  so  often  responded  to  that  toast,  and  expressed  his 
opinion  on  it,  that  he  had  very  little  further  to  say.  His 
feelings  were  still  the  same,  and  it  was  a  great  pleasure  to 


him,  as  it  was,  he  believed,  to  all  riparian  owners,  when 
they  could  give  sport  to  other  sportsmen.  (Applause.) 
He  congratulated  them  on  the  presence  of  the  senior 
member  for  the  city  that  night.  (Applause.)  He 
congratulated  Mr.  I3utcher  even  more  than  the 
members  of  that  company,  because  it  was  at  such 
gatherings  as  that  that  a  member  taking  an  interest 
in  the  inner  life  of  his  constituents  won  their 
respect.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  took  that  opportunity  to 
thank  Mr.  Butcher  for  the  efforts  he  made  with  the  late 
Sir  Frank  Lockwood  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  fresh- 
water fishers.  That  Act  worked  detrimentally  to  the 
great  body  of  anglers,  not  only  in  this  district,  but  all  over 
the  country.  Mr.  Butcher's  efforts  were  frustrated  by  the 
blocking  of  his  bill  by  the  late  Mr.  Mundella.  A  very  la'ge 
number  of  anglers  wished  to  see  the  Act  altered,  and, 
personally,  he  was  more  convinced  than  ever  that  it  was 
unjust  to  the  great  body  of  fishermen.  At  the  meeting 
the  other  day  of  the  York  Fishery  Board,  of  which  he  was 
a  member,  the  injustice  of  the  Act  was  brought  more 
home  to  him  than  ever  before,  when  it  was  reported  that 
there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  salmon  accounts  of  £1289, 
but  looking  on  the  other  side — the  trout  licences— there 
was  a  balance  to  the  good  of  £1200.  All  that  money  was 
produced  by  the  Is.  licences  paid  by  m  in,  many  of  whom 
never  got  a  trout  for  their  money,  and  yet  it  went  to  pay 
for  the  debt  on  the  salmon  fishery,  to  buiid  dams,  and  so 
on.  He  did  not  know  what  was  done  by  other  boards,  but 
he  knew  how  it  operated  in  the  Yorkshire  fishery  district, 
and  anglers  owed  to  Mr.  Butcher  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  the 
action  he  took.  He  trusted  if  there  was  any  movement  in 
the  future  for  the  amendment  of  the  Fresh-water  Fisheries 
Act,  that  Mr.  Butcher  would  not  be  appealed  to  in 
vain  to  lend  them  his  assistance.  (Applause.)  Under  the 
existing  circumstances  nothing  could  be  done  to  remedy  the 
injustice  of  an  Act  brought  forward  by  someone  who  knew 
nothing  about  the  matter  on  which  he  was  legislating. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Mr.  Councillor  Staines  responded  for  the 
donors  of  prizes,  and  said  that  he,  and  he  was  sure  other 
donors  also,  felt  particular  pleisuie  in  giving  prizes  to  an 
angling  society,  because  they  knew  how  much  they  were 
appreciated  by  these  to  whom  they  were  given  for 
competition,  and  further,  beciuee  they  contributed  to  the 
health  and  enjoyment  of  hard-working  men  by  affording 
them  an  inducement  to  make  excursions  from  the  city  to 
the_  riverside  in  country  places,  and  return  refreshed  and 
invigorated.  The  other  toasts  were  "  Our  Guests,"  and 
the  "Host  and  Hostess"  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pearson). 
During  the  evening  songs  were  given  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Patti- 
son,  Mr.  G.  Woolford,  Mr.  J.  B.  Fox,  Mr.  J.  H.  Johnson, 
Mr.  H.  T.  D.  Williams,  Mr.  F.  Slee,  and  Mr.  W.  Bean ; 
Mr.  T.  F.  Walton,  A.V.C.M,,  ably  accompanied  the 
songs.    The  evening  concluded  with  "Auld  Lang  Syne." 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  John  E.  Miller. 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leels. 


from  ti)e  ^orfJ). 

Legally  the  bulk  of  Scotch  salmon  angling  waters  is 
now  open,  but  practically  the  season  is  yet  non  est.  As 
severe  a  time  of  frost  and  snow  holds  supreme  sway  all 
over  the  land  as  has  been  seen  for  five  winters  back. 
When  the  fresh  comes  then  anglers  may  move  north,  but 
not  till  then. 

The  sea  trout  and  finnock  fishing  is  often  best  during 
the  opening  days  of  the  season  after  a  fine  open  winter,  but 
under  more  genial  weather  conditions  than  at  present 
prevail.  The  March  Brown  of  the  largest  sea  trout  sizes 
is  the  most  fatal  lure  in  ice-oold  or  turbid  water,  and 
of  smaller  ordinary  trouting  sizes  as  the  temperature  rises, 
or  in  fine  clear  waters. 


The  Findhorn  and  Deveron  are  about  the  earliest  yellow 
or  brown  trout  streams  in  the  north,  and  in  the  middle 
and  lower  reaches  of  these  prolific  waters.  There  the 
bottom  feeding  is  rich,  and  the  natural  March  Brown 
rises  with  the  first  fine  days  in  March. 


Some  anglers  hold  curious  ideas,  and  others  thought- 
lessly give  expression  to  them.  On  Deveronside  anglers 
(trout)  hold  that  the  purity  of  the  river  has  much,  if  not 
everything,  to  do  with  their  early  conditioned  trout.  If 
such  were  the  case,  then  the  higher  upstream  trout  would 


oome  into  condition  earlier  than  the  lower  down  trout. 
But  the  opposite  is  the  case.  Iq  fact,  the  Don  trout  are 
not  far,  if  anything,  behind  the  Deveroa  trout  in  coming 
into  condition,  and  yet  the  Don  is  pollution  itself. 

A  suggestion  was  thrown  ouo  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
lands  and  fishings  committee  of  the  Aberdeen  Harbour 
Board  that  to  properly  celebrate  the  opening  of  their 
extensive  fisheries  along  the  coast  each  member  of  the 
committee  should  be  presented  with  a  salmon  on  the 
opening  day.  I  hope  they  have  got  'em  ;  but  am  afraid 
the  catch  on  the  opening  day  this  season  would  hardly 
stand  the  inroad.   

My  Aboyne  correspondent  says  :  "  Tte  hotel  reaches  of 
the  Dee  are  all  let;  but  anglers  have  been  wired  not  to 
come  down  with  the  prospects  of  any  sport  till  softer  , 
weather  prevails.    We  have  had  eight  days'  iatense  frost.. 
Lots  of  fish  about  prior  to  the  storm." 

Sir  Kenneth  Mackenzie  of  Gairloch,  and  a  noted  high- 
land laird  and  sportsman,  died  at  Connon  House,  near 
Dingwall,  on  Friday  last.  His  son  had  just  been  gazetted 
as  Queen's  Remembrancer  for  Scotland  the  day  before. 

"  Anglers  in  the  Tay  district  are  beginning  to  think  that 
the  early  opening  of  the  river  has  been  a  mistake,  as  the 
weather  and  water  are  hardly  ever  favourable  at  this  early 
season  of  the  year,"  so  says  an  esteemed  oorrespondent 
from  that  district.  Of  course  the  water  will  depsnd  on 
the  prevailing  weather,  open  when  the  angling  season 
may,  and  the  weather  is  at  all  times  a  matter  of  anglers' 
luck.   

A  keen  sportsman,  a  beau  ideal  of  a  county  gentleman, . 
and  an  eminent  patriot,  has  just  passed  away  in  the  person 
of  Mr.  William  Harry  Lumsden,  of  Balmedie,  near  Aber- 
deen, at  the  early  age  of  forty-eight  years.  Some  years 
ago  he  was  constantly  on  the  Dee,  and  at  one  time  rented 
a  section  of  the  river.  He  is  survived  by  four  sons,  two  of 
whom  are  already  in  the  army. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McLaren  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
the  other  night  at  the  keeper's  lodge,  Logie-Coldstone, 
where  Mr.  McLaren  has  been  keeper  for  the  last  thirty 
years,  but  has  just  been  retired  by  the  kindness  of  the 
proprietor,  Mr.  W.  B.  Coltman.  The  old  keeper  and  his 
better  half  are  still  hale  and  hearty,  with  the  prospect  of 
some  years  before  tht  m  yet.  They  have  six  of  a  family 
living,  twenty-one  grandchildren,  and  three  great-grand- 
children, all  of  whom  were  present  on  the  eventful 
occasion.   

"  Maxwheel "  says  the  Tweedside  folks  revel  in  a  "  well- 
mended  kelt."  It  is  just  the  opposite  with  Deeside  folks, 
and  a  "  silver  kelt "  is  the  only  kind  of  kelt  they  will  not 
taste.  I  have  heard  a  keeper  affirm  that  even  his  dogs 
turned  up  their  noses  at  it,  and  I  think  I  could  detect  the 
smell  of  it  when  boiling  miles  off,  yet  they  often  find  their 
way  into  English  markets  as  prime  Scotch  ! 

The  kelt  is  often  libelled  as  a  voracious  feeder  on  his  own 
kith  and  kin.  If  the  internal  economy  of  Salm  o  salar  does 
not  permit  of  him  feeding  in  fresh  water,  how  can  this 
be  P  Kelts  constantly  lose  in  weight  from  the  time  they 
spawn  till  they  return  to  the  sea.        Special  Scotch. 


(provincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

lam  very  sorry  to  inform  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  that  one  of  the  most  serious  oisesof  fish  piisoniug 
that  has  occurred  in  the  Midlands  f  jr  some  years  took 
place  on  Friday  and  Saturday  last,  at  Stafford,  in  the 
river  Sowe.  Mr.  J.  Spibey,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Stafford 
Izaak  Walton  Angling  Associatioa,  writes  to  inform  me 
that  the  first  signs  noticed  of  something  being  wrong  with 
the  river  was  about  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  when 
fish  were  observed  floating  down  the  stream  "  in 
thousands."  In  looking  for  the  cause  of  the  wholesale 
slaughter  suspicion  was  directed  to  the  Corporation  Gas- 
works, which  is  situated  some  quarter  of  a  mile  abova  the 
point  where  the  fish  were  first  noticed  ;  this  was  at  the 
Green  Bridge,  which  is  near  the  centre  of  Stafford  Town. 
From  100yds.  above  this  point  up  to  the  gasworks 
the   river  is  frozen  all  over,    but  the    fish  can  be 
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seen  in  large  quantities  underneath  the  ice.  Mr. 
Sp:bey  visited  the  Green  Bridge  at  about  a  quarter 
past  twelve  on  Saturday,  and  at  that  time  a 
continu)QS  shoal  of  dead  fish  were  floating  down  the 
stream  together  with  a  few  that  were  still  alive,  but  the 
majority  were  quite  dead.  All  classes  of  fish  were  noticed, 
ana  all  seemed  to  be  of  good  size,  especially  the  roach. 
These  varied  in  weight,  from  Jib.  to  over  lib., 
though  some  appeared  even  lamer  than  this.  Pike  were 
noticed,  quite  dead,  of  6lb.  and  7ib.  each.  It  is  painful  to 
see  the  havoc  wrought,  as  the  fish  were  such  good 
specimens.  Such  a  bad  case  of  fish  poisoning  has  not  been 
known  in  this  neighbourhood  for  years,  although  a  large 
number  of  fish  were  poisoned  in  the  Penk  and  Trent  some 
two  years  ago,  but  that  was  nothiog  to  be  compared  to  the 
present  case.  The  rivers'  pollution  inspector  of  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council  has  been  called  in  to 
investigate  the  matter,  and  has  taken  samples  of  the  water 
from  above  and  below  the  gasworks  in  order  to  locate  the 
pollution  if  possible.  The  same  official  has  also  a  few  of 
of  the  fish  which  were  destroyed.  The  water  has  been  sent 
to  the  county  analyst,  and  the  fish  have  been  sent  to  an 
expert.  The  police,  too,  I  am  informed,  have  taken  samples 
of  the  water,  and  one  officer  positively  stites  that  there 
were  no  dead  fish  above  the  gasworks.  The  secretary 
of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  his  been  informed  of  the 
matter,  and  is  taking  the  case  in  haad.  The  Provincial 
Angling  AsMciation,  of  which  tha  Stafford  Asso- 
ciation is  a  branch,  will  look  to  the_  interests  of  the 
latter  association  with  the  view  of  assisting  them  in  fixing 
the  responsibility  on  the  offending  parties.  The  frost  and 
scow  is  very  much  against  giving  a  correct  estimate  of  the 
damage  done  to  the  river.  Still,  from  what  has  already 
been  seen,  the  damage  Cinsed  to  the  fishing  has  had  no 
parallel  ia  the  Midlands.  Giod  fish  and  fishing  is  very 
scarce  in  our  district,  and  if  such  cases  as  these  are 
allowed  to  go  by  nnnoticad  by  the  authorities  the  sport 
wiU  soon  become  a  thing  of  the  past.  The  majority  of 
our  clubs  have  now  got  settled  down  and  in  working  order 
again ;  some  of  the  clubs  have  been  making  members  fast, 
some  of  them  enrolling  new  members  every  meeting 
night.  The  Springhill  Society  seems  to  be  making  great 
progress  under  their  new  secretiry,  Mr.  Fox  ;  they  have 
made  near  upon  thirty  new  members  in  a  fortnight ;  and  so 
great  has  been  the  rnu  upon  the  6500  travelling  cards  that 
the  general  secretary  has  run  clean  out  of  them,  and 
another  three  or  four  hundred  will  have  to  be  printed  in 
order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  old  and  new  olabs. 
Angling  is  just  at  present  very  qtiiet,  as  the  recent  snow- 
storms have  done  much  to  deter  our  members  from  turning 
out.  The  rivers,  pools,  and  canals  are  froz an  more  or  less, 
even  to  some  pirts  of  the  Sivern,  so  as  a  consequence  all 
the  fishing  ii  being  done  in  our  clnb-rooms  instead  of  at 
tha  water  side. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  most  of  the  minor  waters  have  been  frozf  n 
np,  anglers  hive  not  been  entirely  obliged  to  relinquish  the 
rod,  for,  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  frost,  some  of 
the  main  streams  have  been  running  in  their  best  con- 
dition. Especially  has  this  been  the  case  on  the  Foity-foot, 
and  those  who  have  ventured  out  in  the  snow  have  not 
altogether  had  a  bad  time.  The  river  could  not  have  been 
in  better  ply  than  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  for 
trolling,  and  pike  fishermen  managed  to  gat  several  brace 
of  fish  in  capital  condition,  the  heaviest  of  which  scaled  up 
to  7|lb  It  his  been  far  too  cold  to  prosecute  operations 
with  the  bottom  tackle,  and  very  little  has  consequently 
been  done  amongst  roach.  The  weather  has  been  of  euoh 
an  arctic  description  of  late  that  there  has  been  a  notice- 
able falling  off  in  the  number  of  rods  on  the  m  lin  streams. 
There  was  no  immediate  prospect  of  a  change  in  the 
weather  cn  Tuesday,  but  when  a  thiw  does  set  in  a  further 
check  to  aogliag  operations  mast  of  necessity  take  place. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  Hull  and  District  Amilgamated  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion met  in  council  on  Feb.  7  at  the  Q  leen's  Hotel.  The 
president,  Mr.  BIythe  Kemp,  occupied  the  chair,  and  there 
was  a  good  attendance  of  delegates  from  the  affiliated 
societies.  A  number  of  applications  to  fish  matches  in 
the  Holdernp.-s  drains  were  considf-r  d  from  the  East  Hull 
clnbs,  an^l  the  following  granted,  to  tike  place  on  the 
Winestead  Level  Drain,  at  Patrington,  by  permission  of 
the  commissioners:  On  April  1.3,  the  Hull  Town  A  S.  ; 
on  April  14,  the  County  A  A.,  East  Hall  Brass  Band 
A.S  ,  and  Old  Sculooates  A. 8.  ;  and  on  Ap-il  16,  Messrs. 
Holmes  and  Sons'  Employees  A.S.  and  the  Progressive 
A  S.  The  annual  balance-sheet  and  treasurer's  repirt 
showed  that  the  net  income  from  all  sonrces  for  1899  was 
£1.52  0).  81.,  and  after  deducting  expenses  and  other  out- 
goings, lefta  balance  in  bank  of  £27  lis.  6d.  to  commecca  the 
season  with.  It  also  showed  that  the  roll  of  membership 
was  597,  bat  as  several  new  societies  had  or  were  about 
to  be  enrolled,  no  doubt  it  will  thereby  be  greatly  aug- 
mented during  the  present  season.  The  next  council 
maeting  will  be  held  at  h  ■'adqaarters  on  Wednesday 
evening,  March  7.  During  th^  past  week  we  have 
experienced  very  severe  weath<?r  in  this  district,  acccm- 
pani<>d  with  a  heavy  f.ill  of  snow,  which  has  qaite  put  a 
damper  on  hoth  roash  and  pike  fishing ;  but  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week  both  pike  and  roach  were  taken  on 
the  rivers  Derwent,  Hull,  and  Lndd  ;  but  perhaps  the 
best  catch  amongst  the  Hull  anglers  was  made  in  the 
upper  waters  of  the  river  Hull,  above  Hempholme  Lock, 
which  consisted  of  several  fine  roach  that  scaled  about 
6|'b ,  the  best  fish  going  lib.,  and  also  a  splendid 
chub  that  turned  the  scale  at  41b.  lljoz  ,  the  successful 
angler  being  Mr.  W.  J,  Barber/ a  member  of  the  North 
Mrt'-jn  Angling  Association,  and  the  bait  paste.  This 
splendid  chnb  is  now  in  the  hands  of  one  of  oar  local 
tiixidermists  for  preservation,  and,  when  mounted,  will  be 
on  view,  amongst  a  most  unique  collection  of  specimen 
fish,  at  the  North  Myton  Association's  club-room,  the 


Golden  Cup  Hotel,  in  Brook-street.  Messrs.  Holdsworth 
and  Midgley's  Angling  Society  held  their  annual  meeting 
on  the  6th  instant,  and  elected  their  officers  for  1900,  Mr. 
J.  W.  Wright  being  elected  to  the  presidentiul  chair; 
Mr  W.  G.  Glew,  treasurer  ;  and  Mr.  G  W.  Simmonds, 
hon  sec  etary  ;  Mr.  J.  Kirk  to  have  the  oari  of  the  scales 
and  weights.  The  past  season  had  been  a  very  good  one, 
leaving  a  favourable  balance  in  hand,  and  it  was  resolved 
to  affiliate  the  society  with  the  Hull  and  District  Amal- 
gamation. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  anniversary  of  anglers  at  Oldham  will  not  take 
place  to-day,  as  stated  in  these  notes  last  week,  hut  next 
Saturday.  The  error,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  not  cause 
any  inconvenience,  and  in  future  can  be  atoned  for  if  the 
hon.  tec  will  send  on  official  information.  Things 
continue  to  be  of  interest  in  Warrington,  and  8n)ther 
club,  the  Mersey  Anglers',  has  been  added  to  the  list. 
The  aecnbership  already  is  upwards  of  thirty,  and  the 
following  is  the  first  executive  :  President,  Mr.  .1.  Allison  ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  B.  Butterworth ;  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Min- 
shuU;  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  .1.  Hall  wood  ;  committee, 
Messrs.  F.  Jolly,  T.  Haye?,  G.  Spencer,  P.  Clare,  A. 
Norbury,  W.  Lister,  and  G.  Shaw.  On  Monday  last,  at 
the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Golden  Ball  Anglers'  Society, 
the  following  officers,  &c  ,  for  190O  were  elected :  Treasurer, 
Mr.  J.  Welsby;  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Bowmen  ;  committee, 
Messrs.  L.  Spencer,  J.  Grepn,  and  J.  Welsby.  The 
rules  are  those  governing  tha  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association.  After  business  was  finished  Mr.  F.  J. 
Emson  was  presented  with  a  handsome  tea  service, 
in  commemoration  of  his  marriage,  and  as  a  slight  token 
of  the  great  respect  with  which  he  is  held  by  the  "  Gold 
'Uns."  The  watcher  appointed  on  the  BoUin  reports  that 
everything  is  going  cn  in  a  satisfactoi'y  manner.  Another 
club  has  been  added  to  those  already  in  the  Clifton  and 
Swinton  districts.  The  headquarters  will  be  at  the  Clifton 
Arms,  and  under  that  name  it  will  be  known,  and  the 
meetings  will  be  held  fortnightly.  At  Liverpool  the  local 
centre  of  the  N.  A.A.  have  been  negotiating  a  big  smoker, 
and  with  great  success.  The  Centrals  have  secured  a 
handsome  cup  to  be  competed  for  during  the  coming 
season.  The  West  Dirby  anglers  are  going  strong,  being 
in  luck's  way  with  a  good  prize  list  for  their  season's 
fixtures.  The  Welcomb  anglers  have  followed  the  fashion, 
and  on  the  last  meeting  night  in  each  month  will  st.op_  the 
business  at  nine  o'clock,  and  then  go  in  for  sociability. 
By  the  report  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association 
it  will  be  seen  that  July  14  is  selected  as  a  suitable 
date  for  their  annual  All-England  match ;  but  the 
suggested  venue,  Lancister  Canal,  has  been  changed 
to  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  at  Cilveley,  Beeston 
Castle,  and  Tattenhall  Road.  The  next  meeting  will  be 
held  at  Oldham.  In  the  annual  report  of  the  Manchester 
Anglers'  Association,  which  controls  the  fishing  in  about 
fourteen  miles  of  the  Ribble,  occur  a  few  items  of  interest. 
The  season  of  1899  was,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory ;  but 
there  is  one  characteristic  which  marks  the  past  season  as 
unique,  for  it  is  the  first  time  in  eighteen  years  that  the 
first  part  of  the  season  was  better  than  the  last  part.  In 
May  and  June  the  records  were  very  gooi  ;  August  was  a 
disappointment.  The  report  of  the  fishing  committee  on 
the  "  rainbows  "  turned  into  the  Tarn  is  valuable  informa- 
tion on  our  latest  import,  and  to  which  at  a  future 
day  attention  may  be  called. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Some  little  doubt  exists  as  to  the  legal  safety  of  trans- 
ferring fish  for  the  purpose  of  stocking  during  the  close 
time.  In  the  case  of  trout  it  can  be  done  at  no  other  time, 
and  no  case  has  been  brought  before  the  public  as  to 
its  legality  so  far  as  the  writer  knows.  As  to  coarse  fish, 
those  who  ought  to  insist  on  the  law  being  enforced  all 
round  are  wonderfully  careless  where  coarse  fish  are  coti- 
cerned.  In  the  case  of  a  conservancy  board,  if  their 
consent  is  obtained  there  can  be  no  danger,  for  snrely 
st  icking  and  breeding  artificially  oime  under  "  scientific 
purp  ses."  The  fish  are  not  intended  for  food  or  exposed 
for  sale.  Again,  it  is  illegal  to  expose  minnows  and  gold 
fish  for  sale  if  the  strict  wording  of  the  law  is  considered  ; 
but  to  imagine  any  magistrate  would  convict  in  such  a 
trumpery  case  is  ridiculous.  Gen.  Grant  was  always 
prepared  to  take  a  risk,  and  in  this  case,  if  the  fish 
are  obtained  "honestly,"  no  unpleasant  consequences 
can  follow  transferring  coarse  fish  in  the  close  season. 
Our  timid  fellow  citizens,  if  they  are  to  be  leaders,  must 
take  the  ri,k.  What  does  the  editor  say  to  this  ?  The 
County  Palatine  Anglers'  Association  transferred  to  their 
Cadishead  waters  some  very  nice  fish,  about  200,  last 
Saturday.  The  frost,  however,  has  again  stopped  them  in 
their  u  e-ulwork.  The  Boathouse  Inn,  on  the  banks  of  their 
Irlam  waters,  has  become  the  headquarters  of  an  angling 
society,  who  will  identify  themselves  by  taking  the  name 
of  the  honse.  They  already  number  sima  forty  members, 
and  are  increasing.  Tbef  oUowiDgexecntivehas  been  elected  : 
President,  Mr.  E.  S.  Boddington  ;  vice-president,  Mr.  J.  J. 
Upton ;  chairman,  Mr.  W.  Jefferies ;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Harii-!on;  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Tynan;  committee,  Messrs. 
J.  Mills,  J.  Jones,  T.  Dixon,  J.  Hopkinson,  H.  Brazendale, 
B.  Smith,  and  F  Marshall.  On  the  26th  the  Union 
Ch  pal  Angling  Society,  Gorton,  hold  the  next  of  their 
enj  lyable  socials,  and  cordially  invite  any  friends  who  care 
to  come.  The  secretary  wants  the  fraternity  to  know  that 
this  is  a  genuine  invite,  and  not  an  empty  compliment. 
On  the  same  date,  after  nine  o'clock,  the  Moss  Side  Socials 
will  be  similarly  engaged.  Mr.  S.  Hall  will  cater  for  the 
harmony  after  routina  business,  which  iacludes  balloting 
for  some  candidates  for  admission  to  this  superior  club. 
Last  Thursday  they  held  their  annual  dinner,  and  a  big 
event  it  was.  To  describe  the  proceedings  would  take  several 
columns  not  at  my  disposal.  Next  Monday  the  Leven- 
shulme  A.S.  is  to  be  favoured  with  a  lecture  by  Mr.  S. 
Boswell.  Mr.  F.  Bibby  will  work  the  lantern,  and  the 
Levenshulmes  will  open  their  doors  to  all  friends.  The 


following  is  the  first  executive  of  the  Old  House  at  Home 
A  S..  Salford  :  President,  Mr.  R.  Wright;  vice-president, 
Mr.  ('.  Moseley  ;  chairman,  Mr.  A.  Bates;  vice-chairman, 
Mr.  J  Byres;  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Hilton;  secretary,  Mr. 
A.  Robertson;  assittant  -  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Nuttall; 
committee,  Messrs.  W.  Redgway,  Heavy,  Turner,  and 
Tilbrook. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

All  the  broads  are  still  frozen  over,  and  in  many  places 
the  rivers  are  too.  Where  not  covered  with  ice  the  rivers 
are  unfishable,  owing  to  the  amount  of  snow  in  the  water. 
There  is  no  prospect  of  sport  anywhere  in  this  district  for 
a  few  days  now,  even  if  we  get  no  more  frost  or  snow. 
To-night  (Wednesday)  it  is  not  freezing,  so  that  there  is  a 
chance  of  this  wretched  weather  going  away. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  have  almost  been  out  of  the  question 
since  the  despatch  of  our  last  report.  Ui^usually  severe 
weather  has  been  experienced,  and  at  the  period  of  writing 
snow  was  in  strong  evidence.  Mr.  Fred  Baker,  of  the 
Wellington  Society,  writes  me  as  follows  :  "  Just  a  line  to 
let  you  know  how  my  particular  friend,  '  J.  Pike,'  is 
going  on.  Before  the  late  push  of  water  I  caught,  at 
Shardlow,  five  very  good  pike  in  six  throws— I  was 
trolling ;  and  on  going  out  again  I  had  one  run  and  one 
fish— a  beauty  of  101b.  It  was  in  perfect  condition, 
being  short  and  thick,  and  one  just  after  your  own 
heart.  Tight  lines,  and  more  chub  to  your  elbow."  Well,  I 
have  taken  a  few  chub,  but  not  so  many  as  Mr.  Arthur  has, 
and  who  postcards  me  thus :  "I  know  you  always  like 
to  hear  of  a  few  good  fish  being  caught.  At  Wilford,  in 
two  short  outings,  I  have  creeled  with  that  never  failing 
bait  in  clear  water— pith  and  brains — twelve  handsome 
chub,  including  one  of  2ilb.  The  fish  bit  ravenously, 
and  my  '  bit  o'  fun  '  was  only  spoilt  through  running  ehort 
of  brains ! "  Poor  Arthur,  he  evidently  means  the 
brains  of  his  old  milch  cow!  Mr.  E.  Bay  ley  has  caught 
three  or  four  pike,  best  7ilb.,  in  Clifton  Grove  (oflE  the 
bank) ;  and  sundry  roach  have,  in  the  same  waters,  fallen 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  J.  Boyd.  Mr.  W.  Stevens  has  taken  a 
brace  of  pike  above  Cavendish  Bridge.  The  various  back- 
waters are  frozen  over. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  is  practically  at  a  standstill  in  this  district. 
The  very  severe  frost  and  dense  foggy  nights  have  been 
succeeded  by  very  heavy  snow,  which  commenced  falling 
about  5  p.m.  yesterday  (Tuesday),  and  this  morning  we 
found  the  earth  covered  with  a  white  mantle  5in.  to  6in. 
deep,  which  has  considerably  interfered  with  traffic.  To- 
day we  have  a  clear  sky  and  beautiful  sunshine,  and  the 
snow  melting  fast,  so  we  shall  have  a  lot  of  snow  water  m 
the  rivers,  which  will  be  against  successful  angling,  even  if 
the  fine  weather  should  continue  for  a  day  or  two.  At  the 
end  of  last  week  some  heavy  takes  of  chub  were  had  with 
pith  and  brains,  and  some  very  good  roach  with  paste  and 
worm.  Sport  among  the  pike  was  good  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  and  some  good-sized  fish  were  shown.  Salmon 
fishing  has  fallen  off  this  week,  the  nets  some  days  not 
taking  a  fish.  To-day  large  pieces  of  ice  and  a  lot  of  sticks, 
&c.,  are  coming  down  the  river  Sevein,  and  will  almost 
stop  the  nets  working  until  they  have  cleared  off.  The 
price  still  keeps  high. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Whilst  the  state  of  the  weather  is  amongst  the 
generality  of  folk,  who  pursue  their  daily  avocations  quite 
regardless  of  it,  a  matter  of  little  moment,  to  the  angler 
the  vagaries  of  the  meteoiological  clerk  are  all  important. 
The  changes  in  the  atmospherical  conditions  recently 
have  furnished  ample  evidence  of  this.  The  wet 
weather  was  bad  to  beat,  but  when  the  Snow  Queen  and 
King  Frost  joined  hands  to  stay  awhile,  it  was  evident 
the  patience  and  endurance  of  hardy  fishermen  were 
to  be  taxed.  At  the  end  of  last  week  rivers  had  run 
down  into  fairly  good  condition,  after  the  enjoyment  of 
tolerable  sport ;  but  Saturday  brought  a  wondeiful  change, 
and  the  Sabbath  opened  not  with  a  thin  mantle,  but  a 
massive  cloak  of  the  "  beautiful  snow."  There  was  hard 
frost,  too,  so  that  lovers  of  the  pike  were  doomed  to 
disappointment  on  account  of  the  streams,  canals,  and 
ponds  being  icebound.  Of  course,  rodmen  who  were 
determined  not  to  be  thwarted  in  their  pastime  were  at 
liberty  to  break  a  way  through  the  glassy  surface  and  try  to 
catch  the  wily  fish ,  and  to  that  course  some  anglers  resorted. 
An  example  of  indomitable  pluck  in  this  connection  was  set 
on  the  6th  inst.  by  Messrs.  Dacre  and  Gibson,  of  York, who, 
after  polling  in  the  memorable  election  for  a  member  of 
Parliament,  forsook  the  turmoil  of  the  contest  for  the 
tranquil  lakeside  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  try  their  luck 
at  pike  fishing.  When  they  had  broken  through  the 
ice  and  got  their  lines  fairly  wetted  their  baits  were 
beii?ged  with  the  fish,  who  disported  themselves  as  though 
they  had  been  relieved  from  an  aquatic  prison.  The  day's 
sport  finished  with  eleven  pike  to  the  good,  the  total 
weight  of  which  was  681b.  The  largest  fish  scaled  221b., 
being  caught  by  Mr.  Gibson ;  its  extreme  length  was 
3ft.  6in.,  and  its  girth  19iin.  It  was  sent  to  a 
taxidermist  for  preservation.  Other  pike  secured 
weighed  151b.,  101b.  81b.,  "Jib.,  and  less,  each. 
On  the  whole,  coarse  fishermen  have  had  a  quiet  week, 
both  at  home  and  away,  owing  to  the  state  of  the  weather. 
A  good  deal  of  snow  has  fallen,  and  a  thick  covering  over- 
spreads the  dales.  It  is  certain  when  this  melts  and  fin(fs 
its  way  to  the  rivers  they  will  be  swollen  and  discoloured. 
A  gentle  break  in  the  wintry  conditions  occurred  in  the 
noonday  hours  on  Wednesday  in  this  week  ;  the  iron  giip 
of  the  frost  was  relaxed,  and  the  glow  of  the  sunshine  was 
genial.  No  rain  fell,  and  it  seemed  likely  that  the  change 
was  but  of  a  passive  nature.  If  the  frost  gradually  sub- 
sides, the  ice  disappears,  and  there  is  no  appreciable  dis- 
colouration of  the  streams,  there  should,  unless  inter- 
ruption from  floods  occurs,  be  good  sport,  as  the  fish  are 
eagerly  in  quest  of  food. 
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KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
A  SPECIAL  meetiog  of  the  above  society  was  held  on 
Monday  last  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  Kingston-on-Thames.  Mr, 
T.  Lyne  presided,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance  of 
members.  It  was  decided  to  rent  about  three  miles  of 
strictly  private  water  on  the  Mole,  at  Cobham,  and  the 
lease  was  ordered  to  be  signed  and  the  money  paid  at  once. 
This  has  since  been  done.  The  water  holds  trout  up  to 
61b.,  large  chub,  and  bream  and  pike.  A  charge  of  6d. 
per  day  is  made  to  members  for  fishing,  and  tickets  are 
issued  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Richardson,  not  more  than  eight  being 
issued  on  any  one  day.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  pike 
competition  on  Feb.  25  and  26  in  the  Thames,  anywhere 
below  Windsor,  for  Dr.  Sedgwick's  prize.  A  roach  com- 
petition will  be  held  on  March  4  and  5  between  teams 
chosen  by  Mr.  F.  Littlewood  and  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett, 
the  winners  to  be  entertained  at  supper  by  the  losers  on 
March  5,  after  which  a  concert,  to  which  ladies  are  invited, 
will  be  held  on  behalf  of  the  Kingston  Hospital.  On 
March  11  and  12,  to  close  the  season,  a  roach  competition 
will  be  held  on  the  Thames.  All  members  competing  in 
the  competitions  must  send  the  date  on  which  they  intend 
to  fish  to  the  hon.  secretary  prior  to  the  competition,  or 
names  may  be  handed  in  at  next  Monday's  meeting.  Mr. 
H.  A.  Rolt  was  proposed  as  a  member. 

Hon.  Repoeter. 


CARLISLE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 
At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Carlisle  Angling  Associi- 
on,  at  the  Victoria  Hotel,  Carlisle,  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr. 
H.  H.  Hodgkinson,  stated  that  fCircely  a  single  member 
of  the  association  succeeded  in  hooking  a  salmon  daring  the 
year.  The  chairman,  Mr.  T.  Sayne,  observed  that  though  last 
year  was  the  worst  they  had  ever  known,  he  thought  there 
were  never  so  many  trout  in  the  Eden  as  now.  The  new 
stretch  of  water  at  Brockleworth,  above  Wetheral,  will 
aSord  both  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  and  anyone  residing 
in  the  district  will  be  allowed  the  use  of  the  new  water  for 
7s.  6d.  Full  tickets  will  be  charged  one  guinea.  Salmon 
angling  opened  on  Feb.  16,  and  trout  fishing  will  open  on 
March  1.  Gilnockie. 


READING  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 

ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
above  association  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  Feb.  22,  at 
the  Great  Western  Hotel,  Reading,  at  6.30  p.m.  The 
annual  dinner  will  follow  the  meeting  at  the  hotel,  at  7 
o'clock  p  m.    The  president  in  the  chair. 

F.  Beown  (Hon.  Sec). 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

BLUE  UPRIGHT  FLY. 

Deae  Sik, — Being  a  descendant  of  one  who  was  con- 
sidered the  best  Blue  Upright  maker  in  Devon,  and  some 
years  ago  giving  you  some  patterns  of  the  same,  I  may 
again  refer  to  this  fly. 

My  great-grandfather  (1780)  used  to  make  this  fly  when 
he  lived  at  Colyton.  My  grandfather,  like  him,  made  it, 
and  Mr.  G.  Pulman's  (of  Axminster)  father  was  brother 
to  my  grandfather,  hence  my  relation  to  him  ;  but  my 
mother,  in  the  1820's,  waa  awarded  a  gold  ring  as  the 
neatest  and  best  maker  of  this  fly  then  in  Devon,  and  at 
eighty  years  of  age  I  got  her  to  make  me  some.  I  gave 
one  to  Mr.  Holland,  of  Winchester,  and  he  has  it,  I 
believe,  now.  The  material  is  not  nearly  as  good  now  as 
then.  In  her  days  the  peacocks  gave  a  better  feather,  and 
only  those  crossed  with  a  white  bird  come  near  to  it.  The 
original  pattern  is  not  so  exact  as  now,  as  we  use  a  gilt  or 
silver  tag.  This  fly  can  be  seen  any  mild  day  in  the  year ; 
in  fact,  I  saw  some  on  Monday,  Feb.  5. 

Mr.  G.  Kingdon  has  his  pattern,  and  it  was  this : 
Stripped  teal's  feather  wound  on  yellow  silk  to  show  the 
colour,  then  a  dotterel's  feather  or  an  inside  starling's 
wing  ditto,  and  wound  over  some  hare's  flax.  This  fly 
when  in  the  water  the  hackles  are  the  wings,  and  the 
hare's  fur  legs  ;  a  very  good  fly  this  is.  I  enclose  you  two 
others,  but  many  fishing  tackle  shops  do  not  make  them  ; 
some  are  very  dark  blue  or  black  (properly  speaking) 
hackles.  Others,  becausie  of  the  scarcity  of  good  feathers, 
employ  dyed  ones,  which  are  often  seen  in  the  hands  of 
a  fisherman — one  side  white,  the  other  well  washed  out. 
The  best  pattern  is  the  one  with  silver  tag,  and, 
although  large,  at  this  season  of  the  year  with  water  up 
they  are  retjinired.  Good  hackles  are  getting  very 
valuable,  aa  you  will  see  by  this  pattern  ;  almost  out  of 
the  reacti  of  mo6t  tackle  makers. 

I  may  add,  even  with  the  old  English  game,  the  birds 
must  be  selected  for  breeding,  or  the  hackles  are  useless. 
— I  am,  sir,  yours  truly,    J.  R, 

HERRINGS  AT  PLYMOUTH  AND  CALA.IS. 

Dkah  Sir, — In  answer  to  our  mutual  friend,  Charles  A. 
Payton,  the  herrings  I  alluded  to  were  caught  with  the 
rag  worm,  as  he  presumed.  He  knows  pretty  well  the 
spot,  as  I  expect  he  has  fished  there  often. 

Some  of  the  herrings  "  shotten,"  and  some  in  full  roe 
and  in  very  gocd  condition.  I  have  not  trind  the  "  jigger  " 
plan,  and  am  afraid  we  have  hardly  Hutlioient  numbers 
here  for  that ;  but  I  have  taken  them  with  a  tly — silver 
body  tied  full,  and  bright  and  white  wings — on  a  No.  2 
Exeter  hook,  of  course,  canting  for  them.  This  waa  in  the 
Sound,  in  .lennycliflo  Bay. 

I  should  like  to  ask  Mr.  Payton,  who  has  had  such  a 
varied  experience  of  sport  in  all  parts,  whether  he  has 


taken  grey  mullet  with  a  fly  ?  Some  years  ago  I  had  a 
letter  from  the  Earl  of  Mayo,  who  said  that  his  brother, 
who  was  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  was  catching  grey 
mullet  by  trailing  behind  a  boat  a  hook  with  a  piece  of 
white  feather  tied  on ,  and  asking  me  if  I  could  suggest  any 
form  of  flies  that  would  be  likely  to  take  them.  I  tried 
several,  but  without  success.  One  night,  however,  the 
watchman  of  the  docks  came  in  and  said  that  a  lot  of  fish 
were  jumping  in  the  tidal  basin,  and  he  thought  they  were 
peal.  I  took  my  tackle  and  rod  at  once  and  sallied  forth, 
and  after  fishing  and  trying  all  sorts  of  flies,  I  hooked  and 
landed  a  fish  on  a  white  fly  with  full  red  body.  It  turned 
out  to  be  a,  grey  mullet  about  21b.  We  get  tons  of  them 
here,  and  if  we  could  find  a  bait  or  fly,  the  latter  for 
preference,  we  should  be  able  to  have  some  grand  sport. 
We  have  lately  been  taking  red  mullet  on  the  bottom  with 
flat-fish  trots,  baited  with  small  pieces  of  rag  worm. — 
Yours  very  truly,    William  S.  Heardee  (B.S.A.S.). 

ASCENT  OF  SPRING  SALMON. 
Dear  Sie, — The  subject  of  the  ascent  of  spring  fish  into 
rivers  is  of  annual  recurrence  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
a  most  interesting  subject  it  is.  The  controlling  influence 
adduced — given  a  sufficient  volume  of  water — is,  in  all  the 
communications  I  have  seen,  the  temperature  of  the  water 
alone.  Now,  is  this  theory  quite  right  ?  Does  it  go  to  the 
root  of  the  matter  ?  Is  there  no  other  factor  at  work  ? 
Salmon,  as  we  all  know,  are  essentially  northern  fish,  and 
many  of  the  waters  of  the  rivers  they  ascend,  both  in 
Northern  Europe  and  America,  cannot  be  much,  if  any- 
thing, above  32°  at  the  time.  In  many  instances,  as  for 
instance  in  Kamskatka,  which  has  been  said  to  be  the 
home  of  the  salmon,  the  fish  ascend  in  countless  numbers 
with  the  first  breaking  of  the  ice,  and  while  the  water  is 
full  of  lumps  of  ice.  Such  water  cannot  be  much,  if  any, 
above  32°. 

If  the  above  facts  are  worthy  of  consideration,  this 
special  salmon  problem  is  still  not  quite  solved,  and  the 
direction  in  which  I  wish  to  invite  attention  is  the 
following  :  Water,  as  we  find  it  in  rivers,  lakes,  wells,  and 
rain,  contains  air  in  solution.  Before  water  at  82°  can 
become  ice  and  snow  of  the  same  temperature,  it  must 
part  with  aU  of  this  air.  When  ice  and  snow  melts  it 
becomes  water  of  32°  temperature,  but  now  without  any 
air  in  solution.  The  processes  by  which  water  newly  set 
free  from  ice  and  snow  regains  its  charge  of  air  may 
roughly  be  enumerated  to  be  : 

1.  While  it  is  filtering  through  porous  ground,  which 
contains  air  in  a  condensed  form,  into  wells. 

2.  While  it  is  tumbling  down  cascades,  waterralls,  and 
while  it  is  boiling  along  amongst  rocks  in  the  bed  of  rapid 
streams.  Fish,  as  we  all  know,  breathe  this  air,  and 
equally  well  known  is  it  that  they  cannot  live  in  water  that 
is  without  it. 

What  do  the  facts  and  conditions  prevailing  in  certain 
streams  we  are  acquainted  with  suggest  in  this  connection? 
Two  will  suffice  to  illustrate  my  meaning.  The  Scotch 
Dee  is  kept  up  to  a  fishing  pitch  by  the  snowfall  on  its 
feeding  hills,  and  the  prospects  for  the  spring  and  early 
summer  fishing  depend  almost  entirely  on  the  amount  of 
this  snowfall.  The  Carlisle  Eden  fishes  worst  of  all  or 
does  not  fish  at  all  till  all  snow  has  di8ai.peared  from  its 
feeding  hills.  These  two  rivers  are  thus  seen  to  be 
diametrically  opposite  in  conditions.  What  is  the  reason  ? 
The  facts  relating  to  each  may  throw  some  light  on  this. 
The  Dee  is  a  river  fed  by  wells,  which  means  that  the 
snow  water  has  the  opportunity,  as  it  traverses  the  porous 
earth,  to  get  well  aerated  before  it  reaches  the  river. 
The  Eden,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  surface-fed  river,  and  so 
the  snow  water  enters  it  in  an  airless  state — direct  from 
the  snow — and  therefore  in  a  state  unfavourable  to  fish 
life.  Water  dissolves  air  in  a  given  proportion  to  pressure 
and  temperature,  boiled  water,  like  frozen  water,  having 
none.  Pressure  we,  however,  have  little  to  do  with,  as 
that  of  the  atmosphere  is,  comparatively  speaking,  pretty 
constant,  lib.,  one  way  or  the  other,  at  most  marking  the 
oscillations.  Then  we  have  only  to  do  with  temperature. 
Water  at  32°  in  becoming  ice  or  saow  parts  with  its 
air  and  latent  heat  together.  On  returning  to  the  fluid 
state  it  is  quite  capable  of  again  resuming  the  charge  of 
these  two  elements,  only  air  is  less  certainly  forthcoming 
than  is  latent  heat.  It  may  very  well  be,  I  think,  that  a 
very  low  temperature  is  favourable  to  the  solubility  of  air 
in  water,  and  that  the  reason  why  fish  will  not  run  into 
'  grue,"  which  is  simply  unaerated  water  direct  from 
melting  ice  or  snow,  is  because  it  is  deficient  in  air,  and 
not  because  it  is  too  cold.  A  high  temperature  is,  as  we 
all  know,  unfavourable  to  a  high  degree  of  aeration.  How 
interesting  would  it  be  to  have  the  results  of  a  series  of 
experiments  made  to  determine  the  amount  of  dissolved 
air  in  the  waters  of  various  rivers  at  various  temperatures, 
and  under  other  conditions ;  and  if  air,  or  the  absence  of  it, 
turnt  d  out  to  be  a  main  ditiiculty,  how  easy  would  it  be  to 
supply  it  artificially,  and  so  convert  the  hated  "grue" 
even  into  "  fine  running  water." — Yours  truly, 

  W.  W1LLIAM.S. 

PISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 
Deae  Sik, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  oontribntors 
kindly  give  me  some  information  as  to  trout  fishing  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  if  any ;  what  flies  should  be  used  for  the 
month  of  June  ;  and  where  to  get  the  best  general  fixhing 
there  ?  Is  the  Yarbridge  fishery  well  stocked  ? — Yours 
truly,    BiKiAE  Tiios.  Eaei'. 

"HE  WAS  VERY  FOND  OF  EELS." 
Dkar  Sir, — In  Hampshire,  where  the  following  oc- 
curred, we  usually  had  two  good  calches  of  eels  "annually," 
the  first  as  near  or  about  Whitsuntide,  the  other  at  the 
fall  of  the  leaf,  the  former  generally  being  the  best,  our 
eel  trap  being  made  to  allow  of  all  oels  of  less  than  21b.  to 
pais  through  for  the  benefit  of  the  millers  and  others  lower 
down  stream.    My  assistant,  who  was  leaving  to  get 


married,  arranged  so  as  to  depart  a  few  days  after  the  first 
catch,  which  was  exceedingly  good :  twenty-two  eels 
averaging  71b.  each,  the  largest  weighing  8Jlb.,  which  was 
cast  and  painted  to  life ;  the  skins  of  two  7-pounder8  I 
have  still  in  my  possession. 

During  the  taking  of  the  the  catch  my  assistant  informed 
me  that  his  father-in-law  that  was  to  be  "  was  very  fond  of 
eels,"  and  would  I  give  him  two  or  three  as  a  present  when 
he  left  to  give  him.  I  agreed  to  do  so.  The  next  mornioM 
owing  to  the  flood,  my  assistant  was  allowed  to  open  thM 
trap,  and  brought  me  four  more  eels  as  the  produce  of  thai 
night's  catch. 

The  following  morning  a  friend  of  his  arrived  with  pon 
and  trap  to  fetch  him  and  his  luggage.  Previous  I 
loading  they  took  a  drive  through  the  village  to  bid  adie 
to  numerous  friends.  During  their  absence  a  terrih 
noise  was  heard,  similar  to  an  iron  bucket  being  thrown  j 
the  ground,  which  proved  to  be  a  large  galvanised  wafe 
ing  can,  in  which  my  assistant  had  placed  five  large  eek 
four  of  which  escaped  into  the  stock  trout  stream  whid 
ran  close  by  ;  the  other  got  into  the  house  and  nearly  esoap 
down  the  drain.  Upon  their  return  from  the  village,  and 
being  informed  of  the  noise,  they  examined  the  spot,  and 
came  back  saying  it  was  merely  ths  cat  had  upset  a  large 
water-can,  making  no  remark  about  the  escaped  eeu, 
evidently  secured  unbeknown  to  me,  in  hopes  of  making 
an  addition  to  his  bag  ;  at  any  rate,  I  made  him  a  present 
of  four  more,  this  making  his  number  five  complete,  so  that 
he  should  not  disappoint  his  father-in-law,  as  "  he  was  so 
very  fond  of  eels."  The  four  that  escaped  were  taken  the 
following  morning,  which  made  my  complement  up,  and 
he  four  eels  the  less. — Yours  truly,     Frank  Gosden. 

SEA  FISHING  AT  BRIGHTON  AND  SHOREHAM. 

Deae  Sir, — Could  you  kindly  inform  me  what  sort  of 
fishing  there  is  to  be  obtained  in  April  off  the  West  Pier, 
Brighton,  and  what  fish  are  to  be  caught,  and  also  what 
baits  are  used  ?  I  should  also  be  much  obUged  if  you  could 
tell  me  if  there  is  any  fishing  done  in  Shoreham  and 
Portslade  Harbour  in  April. — Yours  truly, 

B.  Chambers. 

[About  June  good  sport  may  be  had  with  sea  bream, 
April  not  very  good  month.  Light  tackle  ;  lug  worm  for 
bait.  At  Shoreham,  bass  (live  sand  eels,  small  crabs,  or 
small  flounders  as  bait) ;  fish  from  West  Pier-head  with 
float  and  line.  Pollack  might  be  found  on  the  four-mile 
ground  about  the  remains  of  the  Old  Stone  Wreck  (the 
"  Billy  Boy  "),  but  not  without  live  sand  eels  towed  after 
the  boat  in  eel  baskets.]   

FISHING  AT  THE  CHANNEL  ISLANDS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  anyone  who 
has  fished  from  the  rocks  or  shore  at  Jersey,  Channel 
Islands,  what  sport  may  be  got  amongst  sea  fish.  The 
handiest  part  of  the  town  to  lodge  in,  so  as  to  be  nearest 
the  best  rocks  to  fish  from,  boat  fishing  not  being  desired 
except  taken  for  "  great  medecine."  Length  of  rod  best 
for  shore  fishing,  and  any  information  (first  hand) 
generally  other  than  that  in  the  "  Fisherman's 
Gazetteer." 

Do  the  tides  necessitate  wire  lines,  and  does  anything 
beat  copper  wire  for  them  ;  and,  if  so,  how  many  years'  test 
has  the  innovation  stood  ? — Yours  faithfully, 

___  Enquirer. 

EYED  FLY  v.  FLY  ON  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  would  like  to  hear  the  criticisms  of  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Qazette  on  the  above  subject. 
Having  used  both  kinds  as  an  experiment,  I  am  now  re- 
stocking my  fly-book  with  the  former  for  the  following 
reasons  :  (1)  It  is  easier  and  quicker  to  change  on  the 
river  bank,  the  cast  being  already  soaked.  (2)  It  can  be 
attached  to  a  cast  any  colour  or  thickness.  (3)  It  takes 
up  less  room  in  the  book.  (4)  It  will  keep  many  seasons 
without  deteriorating. 

My  objections  to  the  latter  are :  (1)  In  changiog, 
valuable  time  is  wasted  in  soaking  the  gut.  (2)  The  gut 
may  not  be  the  same  colour  or  thickness  as  the  cast  in  use. 
(3)  If  used  once  and  put  away  until  another  season,  it  is 
liable  to  part  with  the  gut  near  the  head,  (4)  It  requires 
more  room  in  the  book,  and  is  liable  to  become  entangled. 
(5)  It  will  not  keep  many  seasons  without  deteriorating, 
even  if  unused. — Yours  truly,  Appleoreen. 


"DAPPING"  RODS. 
Dkar  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
give  me  the  address  of  a  shop  in  London  where  I 
could  see  a  good  dapping  rod,  such  as  are  used  on  the 
Irish  lakes  P  I  have  tried  two  or  three  houses,  and  am 
always  shown  a  fly  rod,  and  even  a  roach  pole.  I  saw  lost 
year  whilst  in  Ireland  a  rod  made  by  a  Dublin  house,  the 
name  I  have  quite  forgotten,  that  answered  very  well,  in 
fact  made  for  the  express  purpose  of  dapping,  for  less  than 
10s. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  rod  makers  will  take  this  hint  and 
have  a  few  in  stock  at  the  next  exhibition  at  the  Ro; 
A(iuarium  in  March. — Yours  truly,  Z 


THE  AUCKLAND  MUSEUM. 
Dkar  Sib, — Having  been  from  the  commencement 
the  above  museum  a  large  contributor,  I  feel  delighted  to 
hear  there  is  some  chance  of  its  being  restored,  and 
additions  made  thereto  from  other  sources.  1  sincerely 
hope  the  magnificent  plaster  cast,  painted  to  life  by  Mr, 
Buckland,  of  the  "  spinous  shark  "  {S'liialus  spinosiiis), 
which  I  presented  to  him  on  March  7,  1872,  has  not  come 
to  grief  ;  having  read  that  some  of  the  contributions  have 
been  destroyed  causes  anxiety.  This  is  onl^  one  example 
out  of  several  Mr.  Buckland  cast  and  painted  from  rare 
specimens  sent  by  his  sixteen  years'  pupil. — Yours  truly, 

Frank  Gosden. 
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Occasional  notes. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 

A  Feench  Angling  Paper. 
I  AM  glad  to  see  tbat  La  Peche  Moderne,  the 
illustrated  French  fishing  paper,  is  greatly  appre- 
ciated by  French  anglers.  It  is  published  on  the 
Ist  and  loth  of  each  month ;  the  enterprising 
proprietors  are  Messrs.  Wyers  Freres,  the  well- 
inown  "  Practical  Anglers,  Inventors,  and  Manu- 
facturers of  Fishing  Tackle,"  of  the  Quai  du 
Louvre,  Paris.  English  anglers  visiting  Paris  will 
do  well  to  call  at  Messrs.  Wyers'  establishment, 
especially  if  they  want  information  about  fishing. 

If  there  were  nothing  else  to  prove  it,  a  glance 
through  the  pages  of  La  P'^clie  would  show  that 
French  anglers  are  greatly  indebted  to  those  of 
England  and  America.  The  illustrations  of  rods, 
tackle,  and  Vjaits  of  all  kinds  are  almost  all 
English.  Messrs  Wyers  are,  we  believe,  an 
English  family.    The  editor  is  M.  Arthur  Good ; 


then  among  the  advertisers,  although  they  call 
themselves  Tailleurs  Sportifs,  the  name  of  Bruce 
and  Scott,  of  12,  Boulevard  des  Italiens,  seems 
strangely  familiar  to  English  ears.  On  the  next 
page  we  find  Mr.  A.  Scott,  director  of  the  great 
fish-breeding  establishment  of  Saint-Denis-le- 
Ferment,  advertising  eggs,  fry,  and  yearlings  of 
saumons  du  Rhin  (the  Thames  Salmon  Association 
ought  to  make  a  note  of  this),  saumons  de  Cali- 
fomie,  truites  de  mer,  carpes,  tanches,  anguilles 
(I  have  never  seen  eels  advertised  in  an  English 
pisciculture  list),  and  the  following  trout : 

Truites  :  communes,  brown  trout. 
„        de  lac,  lake  trout. 
„       de  Loch  Leven,  Loch  Leven  trout. 
„        de  fontaine,  American  brook  trout 

{S.  fontinalis). 
„        arc-en-ciel,  rainbow  trout. 
Also  hybrids  between  Loch  Leven  and  brown  trout, 
„        „  „      sea  trout       „      „  „ 

„        „  „      brook  trout  and  char. 

Mr.  Scott  has  also  a  strain  of  char  from  Lake 
Ladoga,  in  Russia,  which  grow  to  301b.  weight. 

Then,  of  the  illustrations  in  the  text  of  this 
number,  one  is  of  a  salmon  from  Mr.  PenneU's 
book  on  fishing,  in  the  Badminton  Library,  with 
a  translation  of  his  notes  on  selecting  a  salmon 
fly;  and  another  is  a  copy  (unacknowledged) 
reduced  of  an  illustration  of  the  dace  which  I 
had  made  some  years  ago  for  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Good  if  in  future 
he  will  kindly  acknowledge  as  from  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  M.  Jean  Marcassin,  in  giving  a  little 
account  of  the  dace,  tells  us  that  it  is  found  in  great 
numbers  in  the  Loire,  and  that  an  angler  may 
easily  take  501b.  weight  of  them  in  a  day.  He 
says  that  great  quantities  of  the  fish  are  killed 
every  spawning  season  by  men  with  cast  nets, 
who  sweep  the  fish  out  when  crowded  together  to 
spawn.  It  is  a  pity  there  are  not  thousands  of 
French  anglers  like  M.  Alphonse  Dubois,  whose 
portrait  is  given  in  this  number  of  La  Peche.  M. 
Dubois  was  the  founder  of  the  first  angling 
society  established  in  France,  and  has  assisted  in 
the  formation  of  similar  societies  all  over  the 
country.  He  is  a  keen,  all-round  angler,  author 
of  an  excellent  work  on  "Fishing  in  Fresh 
Water,"  and  an  inveterate  foe  of  all  poaching  and 
poachers.  Only  the  other  day,  in  spite  of  strong 
local  interests,  he  got  a  manufacturer  fined 
over  £'40  for  poisoning  fish  in  the  river  Lys.  He 
is  well  known  to  readers  of  La  Peche  as  Jean 
d'Aire.   Long  life  to  him  ! 


How  TO  Enkich  Poor  Waters. 

I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  the  Fishing 
Gazette  is  the  oldest  of  papers  devoted  to  fishing 
and  fish  culture.  The  first  paper  of  the  kind 
started  in  Germany  in  1880,  at  Stettin,  then  one 
appeared  at  Miinich,  and  more  recently  one  at 
Neudamm ;  they  all  have  the  title  Fischerei 
Zeitung,  which  is  confusing  at  times. 

In  No.  3  of  the  Neudamm  paper  for  this  year 
(Feb.  13)  there  is  a  very  interesting  account  of 
some  experiments  for  the  improvement  of  poor 
water,  that  is  to  say,  water  which  is  wanting  in 
some  of  the  indispensable  materials  for  support- 
ing life  of  any  kind  except  to  a  very  meagre 
extent.  It  is  useless  to  turn  fish  into  waters 
which  will  not  support  the  food  on  which  they 
live.  The  experiments  in  question  have  been 
made  by  Messrs.  R.  Zuntz  and  Karl  Knauthe,  of 
the  Animal  Physiological  Institute  of  the  Royal 
Agricultural  High  School  of  Berlin.  The  article 
is  too  long  to  refer  to  fully ;  btit  it  will  show  how 
determined  these  German  savants  are  to  get  at 
the  bottom  of  things  when  I  say  that  the  object 
of  their  experiments  is  to  discover  the  nature  and 
quantity  of  food  required  to  encourage,  on  the 
one  hand,  green  algse  (such  as  Protococcus),  and, 
on  the  other,  daphnia.  If  you  can  start  the 
one-cell  alga  you  can  then  breed  the  daphnise 
which  feed  on  the  alga,  then  you  can  put  in  the 
fry  of  fish  which  feed  on  daphniee.  Last  year 
I  was  asked  by  a  friend  who  has  a  splendid  sheet 
of  beautifully  clear  water  in  Hampshire,  about 
twenty  acres  in  extent,  if  I  could  in  any  way  help 
him  to  get  fish  to  increase  and  grow  in 
it.  He  had  stocked  it  with  rainbows  some 
year  or  two  previously,  but  although  they  existed, 
that  was  about  all  that  could  be  said.  I  went 
down  to  see  the  water,  and  found  that  it  was  an 
artificial  shallow  lake  with  a  bottom  of  pure  sand 


as  white  as  sea  sand,  and  that  the  water  drained 
into  it  from  the  surrounding  low  sand  hills ;  it 
is,  in  fact,  rain  water  which  has  been  filtered 
through  a  bed  of  sand,  and  consequently  is  of  such 
poor  quality  that  there  is  very  little  in  it  to 
support  vegetable  life  and  the  animalculy;  which 
live  on  it.  I  could  only  suggest  the  formation  in 
different  places  round  the  edges  of  beds  of  rich 
soil  from  some  more  favoured  district,  and  then 
the  planting  of  suitable  water  weeds  and  the 
introduction  of  insect  life.  I  pointed  out  that  it 
would  be  necessary  from  time  to  time  to  add  fresh 
food  for  the  plants  in  the  shape  of  more  soil,  and 
it  was  questionable  whether  the  experiment  would 
succeed.  My  friend  said  it  was  uncertain  how 
long  he  should  stay  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  so 
he  did  not  feel  inclined  to  go  to  the  expense.  He 
then  told  me  he  had  already  spent  a  good  deal  of 
money  in  importing  earth  and  manures  in 
which  to  grow  vegetables  and  flowers,  as 
nothing  would  flourish  in  the  poor,  sandy  soil  of 
the  place. 

That  is  exactly  what  was  the  matter  with  the 
beautiful  sheet  of  water.  It  was  like  distilled 
water — pure,  but  poor  in  chemical  constituents. 
I  am  no  chemist,  but  it  does  not  require  much 
knowledge  of  fish  life  to  see  when  there  is  little  or 
no  food  in  a  lake.  Now,  if  these  Grerman  chemists 
succeed  in  their  experiments,  as  they  evidently 
hope  to  do,  they  will  be  able  to  say  just  what 
chemical  food  the  water  requires,  and  how  much 
to  put  in  per  acre — so  much  nitre,  so  much  salt, 
so  much  sulphate  of  potassium,  or  ammonia,  or 
magnesia,  or  iron,  &c. 

They  first  take  a  quantity  of  the  water  to  be 
tested,  filter  it,  and  put  some  of  it  into  twelve 
glass  retorts.  They  then  prepare  ten  separate 
solutions  of  the  sulphates  of  iron,  magnesia, 
&c.,  in  strengths  varying  from  1  per  cent,  to 
5  per  cent. — for  instance,  the  sulphate  of  iron  is 
a  1  per  cent,  solution,  that  of  ammonia  5  per 
cent.  They  also  make  an  infusion  of  straw  by 
pouring  boiling  water  on  to  it  (10  grammes  of 
straw  to  100  of  water)  and  letting  it  stand  for  a 
day,  and  then  filtering  it,  and  in  another  bottle 
have  some  decomposed  urine. 

To  each  of  the  twelve  glass  retorts  filled  with 
the  water  to  be  tested  they  add  four  drops  of  the 
solution — a  different  solution  to  each  retort,  all 
properly  labelled  and  numbered.  Then  to  the 
contents  of  each  of  the  glass  retorts  they  add  one 
drop  of  a  collection  of  Protococcus  or  other  one- 
cell  algiE,  which  can  easily  be  fished  up  by  means 
of  a  Plankton  net  from  a  pond.  The  retorts  are 
then  plugged  with  cotton  wool,  and  placed  in  a 
warm,  light  place,  where  all  the  bottles  wiU  get  an 
equal  amount  of  warmth  and  light. 

If  the  pond  or  lake  water  under  examination  is 
wanting  in  one  or  other  of  the  chemical  matters, 
in  two  or  three  days'  time  a  luxurious  green 
growth  will  be  seen  in  those  bottles  which  contain 
the  matter  in  which  the  pond  water  is  deficient. 
At  this  point  a  few  daphnise  are  put  iuto  each 
of  the  bottles  in  order  to  observe  the  effect  of  the 
different  solutions  upon  them.  Eight  or  ten  days 
will  suffice  to  produce  striking  differences,  as  this 
period  is  sufficient  for  the  development  of  several 
generations  of  daphnise.  It  is  advisable  not  to 
add  the  daphniaj  until  the  alga?  have  made  a  good 
start,  as  the  daphnite  feed  on  the  alga?  ;  just  as  it 
is  not  advisable  to  turn  a  flock  of  sheep  into  a 
field  in  which  newly- sown  grass  seed  is  only  just 
sprouting. 

If  in  the  course  of  ten  days  or  so  the  alga  and 
daphnise  in  some  of  the  bottles  increase  and 
flourish  much  more  than  in  others,  it  is  clear  that 
the  chemical  manure,  as  one  may  call  it,  which  has 
been  added  to  the  bottle  in  which  the  daphniae  and 
alga;  do  well,  is  what  is  wanting  in  the  pond  or 
lake  water  which  is  being  investigated. 

The  next  thing  is  to  discover  what  percentage 
of  it  gives  the  best  results,  and  whether  the 
addition  of  other  matter  gives  still  better  results, 
and  so  on. 

The  result  of  these  minute  and  careful  experi- 
ments with  the  particular  water  they  selected 
showed  that  if  their  estimate  is  correct  the  pond 
or  lake  it  was  taken  from  required  15  kilogrammes 
of  sulphate  of  iron  and  225  kilogrammes  of  chili- 
saltpetre  {Natrium  nitrat)  per  hectare  in  order  to 
make  it  suitable  for  the  free  growth  of  algse  and 
daphnia;.  (Kilogramme  =  about  21b.  Hectare  = 
about  2  acres.) 

They  hope  to  continue  their  researches  on  a 
practical  scale,  and  promise  to  report  progi-ess. 
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As  I  feel  sure  some  of 
America,  may  like  to 
solutions,  I  give  them  in 
Ab  given  in  the  German 


Xo. 


text. 


1.  Natriumsulfat  (glanber- 

salz) 

2.  Ziveibasiche  Natrinm 

pHosphat 

8.  Natrinmnitrat  (Chili 

saJpster) 

4.  Chlornatrinm   

5.  Kalinmanlfat   

6.  Ammoninmsnlfat 

7  Chloroolcium   

S.  Magnesiamsnlfat 

9.  Ferrosnlfat  

10.  ♦Atzkalk  (KalkmUoh) 


my  readers,  especially  in 
have  particalara  of  the 
German  and  English. 

In  English. 

Sulphate  of  soda  (Glauber's 
salt). 

Bibasic  phosphate  of  soda. 

Nitrate  of  soda  (Chilian  soda 

saltpetre). 
Chloride  of  sodium  (common 

salt). 

Sulphate  of  potash.^ 
Sulphate  of  ammonia. 
Chloride  of  calcium. 
Sulphate  of  magnesia. 
Sulphate  of  iron. 
Caustic  lime  (lime  wash). 


I  find  I  have  been  led  on  to  give  more  details 
of  this  extremely  interesting  experiment  than  I 
intended,  but  I  need  hardly  point  out  that  if  a 
poor  and  naturally  almost  barren  water  can  be 
rendered  rich  and  life- supporting  by  the  addition 
occasionally  of  a  little  cheap  chemical  manure,  the 
ultimate  benefit  to  fish  culture  and  consequently 
to  anglers  may  be  immense. 


Herr  JafE^  contributes  an  article  to  the 
Allgemeine  Fischerei  Zeitung  of  Feb.  15  on  the 
advantages  of  feeding  trout  on  fresh  minced  fish 
ofBal  as  being  very  much  cheaper  and  more 
nutritious  and  suitable  than  minced  horseflesh. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


NORWEGIAN  FISHINGS  TO  LET. 


We  are  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  James  Dowell  is 
now  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Messrs.  J.  A. 
Lumley,  Newton,  and  Dowell,  the  well-known 
land,  estate,  and  sporting  agents,  of  34,  St. 
James's-street,  London.  Already  the  firm's  list  of 
"  Norwegian  Anglings  and  Shootings "  is  in  ^a 
second  edition;  it  is  much  the  best  and  most 
complete  list  of  Norwegian  fishings  ever 
published,  and  has  already  proved  of  great  value 
to  British  sportsmen.  We  do  not  know  why 
Mr.  Dowell  calls  his  guide  "  Anglings  and 
Sportings,"  as  if  angling  was  not  a  sport ;  but 
that  is  a  small  matter,  and  more  than  made  up 
for  by  the  evident  enthusiasm  with  which  Mr. 
Dowell,  who  is  himself  an  angler,  describes  the 
sport,  and  we  can  advise  all  who  think  of  visiting 
Norway  to  get  this  well  illustrated  and  hand- 
somely got  up  list  of  fishings  and  shootings. 

In  the  preliminary  notes  there  is  useful 
information  in  regard  to  passports,  Norwegian 
money,  distances  (it  is  well  to  remember  that 
there  are  seven  English  miles  in  one  Norwegian), 
game  licences,  kc. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  information 
given  has  been  collected  by  Mr.  Dowell  on  the 
spot,  and  that  he  is  fully  alive  to  the  fact  that  to 
overstate  the  sport  a  beat  is  likely  to  afford  is 
very  short-sighted  policy. 

The  18[^9  Angling  Season  in  Norway. 

The  past  season  was  probably  the  most  dis- 
appointing for  many  years.  "  Red  Spinner,"  in  a 
recent  article  in  the  Field,  describes  the  sport 
obtained  as  "  patehy."  An  abnormally  late  and 
very  heavy  fall  of  snow  about  the  end  of 
April,  severe  cold  in  May  and  early  part  of  June, 
then  sudden  and  terrific  floods  of  snow-water, 
proved  an  effective  spoil-sport  for  June,  and 
excessive  and  prolonged  drought  during  July  and 
August  caused  still  lighter  records  on  the  majority 
of  rivers,  whether  glacier,  snow,  or  spring  fed. 

"  Not  only,"  says  Mr.  Dowell,  "  were  the  takes 
light,  but  on  comparing  the  average  weights 
yielded  by  various  rivers  with  those  in  previous 
seasons,  it  is  curious  to  note  the  almost  uniform 
decrease  in  the  average  weight  of  fish,  and  the 
scarcity  of  really  big  fish.  This  by  no  means 
applies  to  rivers  only  under  my  control,  l)ut  was 
quite  as  marked  in  the  case  of  several  rivers 
owned  by  EDglisfa  lessors,  who  were  good  enough 
to  allow  me  to  compare  their  averages. 

"  My  oVjject  in  issuing  last  season's  '  Norwegian 
Anglings  and  Sportings '  was  to  initiate  a  system 

•  Thnse  two  terniB  are  not  identical,  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  the  word  Atzkalk     Caustic  lime  (quirkliiiif). 

Kalkmilch  lime  wash  (milk  of  lime,  lime  white,  or 
whitenaiib);  of  oourse,  the  Utter  is  oanstic  too,  and 
used  as  a  cinstic  for  some  purposes. 


of  keeping  records  of  fish  caught,  and  I  tender  my 
best  thanks  te  my  clients  for  their  co-operation 
during  the  past  season,  allowing  me  in  almost 
every  case  to  append  the  results  of  last  season's 
angling  to  the  details  of  the  rivers  on  my 
register. 

"  Good  or  bad,  I  give  the  catehes,  and,  where 
possible,  the  weights  of  the  fish  caught  on  the 
various  rivers  or  beats,  exactly  as  stated  on  the 
returns  from  the  tenants ;  but,  unfortunately,  in  a 
few  oases  the  weights  were  not  kept,  and  it  would 
facilitate  future  statistics  if  the  weights  of  the 


imaginary  description  of  a  fishing  or  shooting ;  it 
is  not  always  possible  for  a  busy  man  to  make  a 
preliminary  visit  to  see  things  for  himself.  One 
downright  false  description  is,  for  instance,  to 
describe  a  fishing  as  one  mile  in  extent,  when  it 
is  only  half  a  mile,  by  including  both  banks  in 
the  measurement. 

The  following  descriptions  taken  at  random  will 
give  an  idea  of  the  good  things  offered  by 
Messrs.  Lumley,  Newton  and  Dowell,  who  have 
very  kindly  lent  us  the  accompanying  illustra- 
tions from  their  list  for  1900 : 


Views  in  Upper  Namdalkn. 
(From  MossrH  J,  A.  Lurn'ey,  Newton,  ami  Dowell's  List  of  "Norwegian  Fishings,"  lie.) 


fish  were  regularly  noted  on  the  pages  provided 
at  the  end  of  this  book  for  that  purpose. 

"  At  tlie  request  of  several  tenants  on  Scotch 
and  Irish  rivers,  I  have  added  pages  for  records 
during  the  whole  of  the  Scotch  or  Irish  angling 
season." 

If  all  sportihg  agents  gave  the  results,  "  good  or 
bad,"  as  fairly  as  Mr.  D.  does,  a  gi-eat  deal  of 
disappointment  and  disgust  would  be  avoided. 
We  know  nothing  which  is  more  annoying  to  a 
sportsman  than  to  be  taken  in  by  some  glowing 


No.  1513a. 

THE  LOWER  PORTION  OP  THIS  CHARMING 
RIVER,  extending  to  about  t\x  English  miles,  with 
some  lake  fishing,  atToiding  partly  bank  and  partly 
boat  fishing.  All  casting.  Ample  room  for  at  least 
two  rods.  Newly  erected  chalet  or  picturesque  lodge, 
conveniently  situated  near  beat.  Route — By  steamer  to 
Stavanger,  thence  four  hours'  rail,  then  six  milei' 
drive. 

18<J'.). — Tenant  had  twenty-one  salmon,  twenty-eight 

grilse,  and  three  brown  trout  weighing  SS.tlb. 
Available  for  whole  season.    Rent  i^lOO, 


February  24,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


126 


126 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[February  24,  1900 


No.  1561. 

AN  E5CEPTI0XALLY  GOOD  SEA.  TROUT  FLY- 
FISaiXG  RIYER,  both  banks,  and  all  fishable  from 
bank.  Fish  run  from  21b.  to  51b.  weight,  and  from  120  to 
200  is  the  asoal  catoh  per  month.  Route — By  steamer 
to  Bergen,  thence  by  local  steamer  to  within  two  miles 
of  the  river.    Thence  drive.    Let  whole  season. 

No.  1597. 

A  MOST  SPORTING  AND  EA.RLY  SALMON 
RIVER  (South  Norway),  of  some  five  English  miles, 
both  banks,  room  for  three  rods,  easily  fished  from 
bank  and  from  made  stages ;  one  pool  safely  waded. 
Excellent  accommodation  at  a  lady  s  house  near  the 
river,  at  which  the  cooking  and  attendance  is  very 
good.  Route — By  steamer  to  Bergen,  thenos  by  local 
steamer  about  ten  hoars'  smooth  passage. 


"WATER,  WATER  EVERYWHERE." 


r  The  present  flood  in  the  Thames,  Wey,  and 
Mole  will  indeed  be  a  memorable  one,  both  for 
its  severity  and  sudden  rise.  The  Thames 
in  the  Weybridge  district  rose  from  about 
summer  level  to  that  of  full  flood  in  a  few 
hours,  and  the  damage  done  far  exceeds 
that  of  the  great  1894  flood.  The  destruction  of 
property  has  been  excessive;  broken  punts, 
pieces  of  timber,  flooring  blocks,  barrels,  and 
other  flotsam  have  been  coming  down  the  rivers 
in  quantities,  and  there  is  a  long  tale  of  broken 
or  damaged  bridges  and  washed-out  towing- 
paths. 

The  bank  is  partially  washed  away  at  the 
bridge  leading  to  the  oil  mills  at  Weybridge; 
Plough  Bridge,  at  Byfleet,  is  severely  damaged ; 
I  hear  that  Addlestone  Railway  Bridge  has 
suffered;  but  the  greatest  damage  I  have  yet 
seen  occurred  at  Guildford,  where  the  old  bridge 
in  the  heart  of  the  town  is  in  fragments.  Many 
of  the  streets  and  much  of  the  towing-path 
adjoining  the  Wey  at  Guildford  are  torn  up  or 
damaged  by  the  swirling  torrent,  the  gas  mains 
broken,  while  the  mischief  done  to  boathouses, 
cottages.  Sec,  is  deplorable.  The  whole  town  was 
in  a  ferment  of  excitement  during  the  flood,  and  in 
the  thick  of  it  came  the  news  of  the  relief  of 
Kimberley  by  French  and  his  gallant  men! 

The  probable  cause  of  all  the  damage  to  the 
Town  Bridge  was  the  washing  away  of  a  stack  of 
timber ;  the  loose  wood  drove  athwart  the  bridge 
in  masses,  stopping  the  arches  and  jamming  the 
water  back  with  absolutely  irresistible  force. 
Something  had  to  go,  so  the  bridge  went.  It  is 
bulged,  cracked,  and  twisted  beyond  repair  to  all 
appearances.  A  perfect  tangle  of  planks  and 
other  debris  was  wedged  against  the  bridge  when 
I  last  saw  it,  and  it  is  a  wonder  that  the  walls  of 
the  houses  alongside  were  not  swept  away.  The 
Wey  is  particularly  liable  to  flood  at  Guildford  if 
a  sudden  push  of  water  comes.  The  water  tears 
off  the  hills,  and  in  a  thaw  like  the  one  we  have 
just  experienced  the  water  ran  along  the  frozen 
ground  without  a  chance  of  really  permeating  the 
soil ;  it  was  off  the  hills  and  into  the  river,  and 
the  river  was  "  up "  like  magic.  Added  to  this 
was  a  tremendous  water  from  Godalming  and  the 
neighbourhood ;  so,  all  things  considered,  it  was 
impossible  to  avoid  disaster,  notwithstanding  all 
the  care  that  was  taken.  The  immense  volume  of 
water  was  penned  in  between  walls  and  buildings, 
the  floating  timber  jammed  in  the  bridge  arches 
duly  contributed  its  obstruction,  cottages  were 
filled  almost  to  the  tops  of  the  lower  windows, 
and  the  general  aspect  of  desolation  in  the  lower 
town  almost  baffles  description. 

The  gates  of  the  ovei  flow  outlet  above  the  lock 
were  up,  and  the  pool  below  swirled  and  raged  as 
I  have  never  seen  it-before.  Where  will  the  big 
chub  be  found  that  were  once  in  it?  The 
inhabitants  of  Guildford  will  remember  the  flood 
of  ILlOO  for  many  a  long  day  to  come,  and  1 
buppobc  we  shall  see  a  steel  girder  bridge  in  place 
of  the  old  one  in  due  time. 

A  question  that  may  he  a  very  serious  one  arises 
from  these  severe  floods,  and  that  is  :  "  How 
alxjut  flood  water  from  sewage  farms  P "  The 
land  at  the  new  sewage  works  between  Walton 
and  Esher  whh  partially  covered  with  flood- water 
from  the  Mole;  this  river  drains  into  the  Thames 
at  Mol«i.ey,  and  iielow  its  junction  with  the 
TharIl^H  are  the  great  waterworks  at  Surbiton.  It 
is  U>  1h)  hoped  that  any  "  hc,<  urines  "  will  be  quite 
innocuous  in  such  cahes.  for  in  almost  every  great 
flood  the  low  land  near  Enher  is  inundated. 

The  water  Ijetween  Weybridge  and  Oherteoy 


has  been  like  an  inland  sea,  and  the  flood  will  not 
do  much  good  to  the  new  lock  in  course  of  con- 
struction at  Shepperton.  Everything  is  much 
changed  at  Shepperton  Lock,  the  old  lock-house 
is  pulled  down  (the  entrance  to  the  new  lock  will 
be  in  its  place),  and  anyone  who  has  not  seen  the 
island  between  the  two  weirs  for  some  time  would 
be  astonished  at  the  alterations.  The  general 
remark  of  late  has  been  that  the  river  wanted  a 
good  "  flush  out,"  and,  truly,  the  river  has  it  now. 
And  if  a  big  flood  means  good  sport  in  the 
ensuing  season,  our  anticipations  should  be  of  the 
pleasantest  nature.      Charles  H.  Wheblet. 


VAGARIES  OP  THE  ROACH. 


No  branch  of  angling  is  more  assiduously 
studied  or  persistently  followed  up  by  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  piscatorial  army — as  bottom 
fishers  may  aptly  be  denominated — than  roach 
fishing.  Where  one  man  has  a  special  fondness 
for  pursuing  the  chub  or  endeavouring  to  capture 
the  solitary  and  unsociable  pike,  dozens  of  his 
compeers  diligently  seek  after  the  all-popular 
red  fin.  The  reason  is  at  once  apparent.  Roach 
are  in  our  waters  in  greater  numbers  than  any 
other  of  the  finny  tribe,  and  although  amazing 
quantities  are  from  year  to  year  taken  from  our 
open  rivers  and  private  preserves,  yet  their 
wonderful  fecundity  (for,  according  to  Frank 
Buckland,  the  average  number  of  eggs  found  in 
the  spawning  season  in  one  single  roach  weighing 
only  |lb.,  is,  as  nearly  as  possible,  half  a  million) 
enables  the  supply  not  only  to  keep  pace  with  the 
demand,  but  to  leave  something  over  and  above 
to  spare. 

But  it  must  be  freely  admitted  that  roach  are 
by  no  means  so  easy  to  catch  as  they  were  twenty 
years  ago,  for  their  education  has  been  brought 
up  to  a  high  standard  of  perfection.  They  have 
become  "  uncertain,  coy,  and  hard  to  please,"  are 
capricious  and  whimsical,  and  their  likes  and 
dislikes  require  a  good  deal  of  understanding. 
The  angler,  therefore,  who  aspires  to  the  position 
of  a  thorough  artist,  must  be  ready  and  able  to 
cope  with  their  fancies  and  peculiarities  in  the 
matter  of  feeding  at  all  times,  in  every  season 
and  under  whatever  conditions  of  wind  and 
weather  may  obtain. 

Tet,  in  spite  of  all  the  knowledge  amassed 
during  many  visits  to  the  waterside,  there  come 
occasions  when  the  exercise  of  his  utmost  skill  is 
unremunerative  to  the  roacher.  The  fish  seem 
to  forsake  their  old  haunts  and  disappear  fi'om 
favoured  spots  which  year  after  year  have 
invariably  responded  satisfactorily  to  the  call  of 
the  angler.  Whether  this  is  really  so,  or  whether 
owing  to  a  combination  of  uncongenial  cir- 
cumstances they  will  not  take  the  proffered  bait, 
is,  and  always  will  be,  a  perfect  enigma.  It  has 
been  well  said  that  the  influences  which  cause 
fish  to  feed,  or  the  reverse,  are  as  much  a  mystery 
to  us  as  they  were  to  our  forefathers.  Who  can 
elucidate  it  ?  Who  can  explain  why,  for  no 
apparent  reason,  roach  refuse  to  come  on  when 
external  conditions  are  absolutely  favourable,  and, 
on  the  contrary,  bite  well,  and  even  ravenously, 
when  everything  seems  calculated  to  make  them 
lie  dormant. 

One  rule,  and  an  almost  infallible  one,  is  that 
roach  refuse  everything  when  the  water  is  falling. 
On  what  may  be  termed  small  streams,  like  the 
Wey  and  Colne,  and,  in  fact,  on  any  river  which 
has  mills  dotted  here  and  there  along  its  banks, 
this  is,  perhaps,  the  most  fertile  cause  of  lack  of 
sport.  The  cun*ent  varies  considerably  during 
the  day.  There  is  no  steady  flow,  and  the  water 
chang-is  as  regards  height  half  a  dozen  times  in 
the  fishing  h»urs.  At  one  time  it  may  be  dead 
slack,  at  another  it  may  rush  along  impetuously  ; 
no  wonder  is  it  that  roach  decline  to  be  enticed. 
But  there  are  days  when,  although  wind,  weather, 
and  water  are  propitious,  nothing  can  be  done. 
Take  a  typical  case,  one  of  many  I  have  come 
across  in  my  wanderings. 

I  was  recently  fishing  a  splendidly  stocked  and 
preserved  pi  rtion  of  the  Colne.  There  had  been 
several  days  of  heavy  rain,  the  river  hart  been 
flushed,  and  the  water  had  fined  nicely  down.  The 
day  was  b^autifully  calm,  with  occasional  bursts 
of  sunshiLe  Although  it  was  the  end  of  October, 
the  atmosphere  was  bahny,  and  the  temperature 
of  the  water  certainly  not  under  50°.  I  knew 
every  awim  where  the  fish  were,  and  in  the  course 


of  my  fishing  brought  up  more  than  once  on  the 
point  of  the  hook  a  tiny  scale,  absolute  proof  that 
the  roach  were  about.  Still,  hardly  a  bite  could  I 
obtain.  So  much  for  so-called  favourable  con- 
ditions. Here  is  an  opposite  instance.  On  a 
certain  February  morn  I  made  an  excursion  to 
the  Wraysbury  part  of  the  Colne,  when  there  was 
a  strong  north-easterly  wind  in  evidence.  It  waai 
biting  and  most  searching,  and  the  weatheir  wa« 
bitterly  cold,  but  I  made  one  of  the  finest  bags  ofl 
roach  I  have  ever  creeled ;  several  weighed  overj 
l^lb.  each,  and  one  went  Iflb. 

Again,  sometimes  one's  most  cherished  swim 
may  be  fished  with  much  care  and  patience  for 
hours  without  the  semblance  of  a  touch.  The 
float  will  travel  monotonously  and  unmolestedlyi 
from  end  to  end  until  the  mere  task  of  watching] 
it  without  reward  is  inclined  to  become,  to  saw 
the  least,  irksome  even  to  the  greatest  enthusiast.] 
But  suddenly  the  tell-tale  disappears,  the  roEushj 
begin  biting,  and  everything  goes  as  merrily  as  al 
marriage  bell.  | 

Has,  may  T  ask,  wind  any  deterrent  effect  upom 
sport  ?  Personally,  I  have  not  found  that  it  has/ 
although  it  goes  without  saying  that  it  interferes 
sadly  with  the  comfort  of  one's  fishing.  On  the 
contrary,  if  the  water  is  bright,  a  ripple,  or  even 
a  good  blow,  is  rather  a  blessing  than  otherwise, 
for  fish  are  put  off  their  guard,  the  wavelets 
preventing  the  angler  being  seen — a  distinct 
advantage  to  the  bank  man  tight-lining  with  a 
roach  pole.  But  as  regards  the  fascinating 
Nottingham  style  of  fishing  this  does  not  hold 
good,  for,  as  a  rule,  the  exponent  of  this  method 
secures  his  fish  yards  away  from  where  he  is 
sitting  or  standing.  It  is  uncommonly  trying  to 
the  long-corker's  temper  to  have  to  contend  with 
a  strong  up  or  cross  stream  wind.  It  blows  the 
light  floating  reel  line  right  off  the  water,  so  that 
it  is  hopeless  to  endeavour  to  keep  it  straight  with 
the  float.  The  line  bellies  and  bags  in  a  moat 
annoying  fashion,  and  many  bites  are  missed 
through  no  want  of  skiU  on  the  part  of  the 
operator,  but  by  reason  of  the  pranks  played  by 
the  wind  with  the  fine  silk  plait.  Tet,  when  the 
tell-tale  has  been  dancing  up  and  down  the  mimic 
waves,  and  the  bait  bobbing  about  in  such  a 
manner  that  one  would  imagine  no  respectable 
roach  would  deign  to  cast  a  glance  at  it,  I  have 
got  fish,  and  plenty  of  them. 

A  good  deal  has  been  written  and  said  of  late 
as  to  the  merits  of  bread  crust  as  a  winter  bait, 
and  with  all  the  praises  sung  in  its  favour  I  fully 
agree.  But  it  does  not  always  succeed.  Some- 
times roach  will  go  for  it  eagerly,  at  others  they 
show  a  decided  preference  for  gentles.  I  have 
only  just  lately  caught  roach  with  crust,  which 
was  absolutely  frozen  through  when  placed  upon 
the  hook.  It  was,  however,  curious  to  see  the 
gingerly  way  in  which  the  fish  attacked  it.  The 
first  sign  was  an  exceedingly  faint  tap,  giving  one 
the  impression  that  a  roach  had  touched  the  icy 
morsel  and  found  it  too  cold  to  its  palate.  Twq 
or  three  similar  touches  followed  suit,  the  float 
being  only  moved  enough  for  a  sharp  eye  to 
notice  that  a  bite,  or  rather  a  suspicion  of  one, 
had  been  had.  But  before  the  cube  reached  the 
end  of  the  swim — I  was  fishing  one  thirty  yards 
long  in  the  Nottingham  style — the  crust  was 
apparently  thawed,  for  here  it  was  the  fish  which 
I  creeled  took  the  bait,  although  with  hardly  so 
much  decision  as  they  do  when  they  are  well 
on  the  feed. 

I  tried  frozen  crust  again  after  a  week  of  hai-d 
frost.  One  would  have  thought  that  the  roach 
had  become  accustomed  to  the  -cold — though  I 
have  my  "  doots "  as  to  their  ever  coming 
satisfactorily  up  to  the  scratch  when  the 
temperature  of  the  water  is  at  or  below  32°— 
but  though  I  carefully  manipulated  deep,  shallow, 
and  medium  swims  the  whole  day,  I  got  not  a 
bite  from  roach,  dace,  or  chub. 

I  have  known  roach  take  crust  ao 
ravenously  that  in  the  case  of  two  fish  out  of  six 
caught  it  has  been  necessary  to  use  the  disgorger ; 
at  other  times  crust  was  not  in  the  running  with 
gentles,  as  the  following  incidents  will  show. 
While  visiting  a  noted  roach  river  with  an  old 
friend,  we  fished  one  on  either  side  of  the  bank 
immediately  opposite  each  other.  There  was 
only  a  difference  of  a  couple  of  yards  between 
our  respective  floats.  Bach  used  the  finest  of 
tackle.  I  employ/id  crust  for  bait,  my  com- 
panion gentles.  Nearly  every  i-un  down  I  had 
a  fish,  while  my  friend  cast  and  oast  with  ex- 
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K  oeptionally  poor  results,  if  I  omit  to  mention 
the  grassing  of  a  lovely  chub  of  41b.  in  weight. 
On  another  occasion  in  the  same  stream,  and  in 
the  self-same  swim,  the  tables  were  turned.  I 
stuck  to  crust,  my  fiiend  did  ditto  as  regards 
gentles.  His  bag  was  'a  good  one,  mine  worse 
than  indifferent. 

Can  anyone  explain  such  tricks  on  the  part  of 
roach  as  those  I  have  indicated  ?  The  more  one 
tries  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  the  mystery  the 
deeper  it  appears  to  me  one  sinks  in  the  mire. 
All  that  the  roach  fisher  can  do  apparently  is  to 
take  little  or  no  heed  of  wind  or  weather  (except 
when  snow  is  in  the  water,  which  simply  paralyses 
aU  fresh-water  fish),  use  his  brains  as  well  as  his 
tackle,  ascertain  where  the  fish  congregate  at 
different  seasons  of  the  year,  fish  those  spots 
industriously  and  carefully,  and  if  success  does 
not  then  result,  it  will  be  through  no  fault  on  his 
side,  but  rather  to  what  I  may  call  the  fickleness 
and  caprice  of  his  quarry  in  the  aU  important 
matter  of  feeding.  H.  A.  RoLT. 


A  WEEK  ON  LOCH  TAY. 


The  road  from  Kenmore  runs  alongside  the 
loch,  half  way  up  the  high  hills  that  form  the 
basin  in  which  the  smiling  water  lies.  On  the 
highest  peaks  the  snow  still  lingers,  while  by  the 
side  of  the  road  the  fia-st  primroses  seem  to  have 
come  to  cry  "  Good  luck."  For  music  there  is 
the  sweetest,  I  think,  that  Nature  proffers  us, 
although  I  am  not  a  Scotchman.  The  merry 
little  bums,  as  they  run  chatteringly  down  the  side 
of  the  hill,  seem  almost  to  be  human. 

After  a  drive  of  two  miles  we  were  at  the  boats, 
and  I  went  off  into  mine,  the  dad  into  his.  I 
noticed  that  each  boat  had  in  the  bows  a  huge 
horseshoe,  and  I  afterwards  learnt  that  superstition 
has  a  great  hold  on  these  gillies. 

What  a  wonderful  colour  is  the  water  I  In 
depth  it  goes  down,  in  places,  something  over 
:300ft. 

The  implements  of  war  were  two  rods,  about 
13ft.  long,  one  for  each  side  of  the  boat ;  winches 
holding  200yds.  of  blue-dyed  line,  with  the 
length  marked  here  and  there  by  pieces  of 
different  coloured  wools  ;  wire  traces,  one  single 
strand,  leads,  and  phantom  minnows.  The  blue 
and  the  brown  minnows  I  found  were  the  favourites. 

As  the  boat  is  rowed  along,  these  baits  trail  or 
trawl  about  50yds.  behind.  The  butt  of  each  rod 
is  well  in  the  boat  with  a  little  of  the 
line  drawn  down  on  to  the  seat  and  held 
there  by  a  large  stone.  When  the  fish  seizes  the 
bait,  this  stone  is  removed  by  the  jerk,  and  then 
comes  another  jerk  as  the  line  gets  straight,  which 
runs  the  hook  well  in ;  so  there  is  no  need  to 
strike.  The  ever- watchful  gillies,  too,  see  the  first 
indications  of  a  fish,  and  give  an  extra  pull  at  the 
oars.  How  hopefully  I  started,  although  fish  had 
been  very  scarce  !  The  brown  trout — each  about 
lib. — kept  up  my  hopes  and  held  me  busy,  for 
they  were  mad  after  my  minnows.  They  puUed 
wonderfully  strongly ;  some  were  able  to  move  the 
stone  and  start  the  winch  singing.  But  I  soon 
knew  my  gillies'  saying,  "  It's  no  fush."  Those 
gillies ;  1  shall  never  forget  them  !  Their  remarks 
were  aU  made  to  each  other — none  to  me.  I  was 
!  merely  the  machine  they  were  setting  to  catch 
salmon,  and  I  knew  I  should  have  to  do  my  best 
even  if  only  for  their  reputations'  sake. 

At  last  came  a  real  alarm.    "  That's  a  fush  " 
I    was  the  cry,  as  they  let  go  their  oars  and  watched 
I     the  line  go  yard  by  yard — fifty,  a  hundred,  before 
the  first  mad  rush  was  finished ;  then  far  away 
I    from  the  boat  high  into  the  air  it  leapt.  Down 
I  ,  went  the  top  in  answer,  and  the  next  second 
I    brought  the  onlookers — the  gillies' — the  welcome 
news  that  he  was  still  on,  but  was  going  to  try  a 
different  direction.    Quickly  as  possible  I  wound 
in  and  got  back  to  the  2.^yd8.  mark,  and  the  line 
held  straight  down  from  the  boat's  side.    I  had 
been  well  coached,  and  my  patience  was  strong. 
His  self-communing  was  soon  over,  and  off  again 
was  he,  with  the  men  pulling  vigorously  after  him. 
I  could  see  they  were  getting  an:  ious  and  wanted 
him  indoors.    One  of  them  even  mildly  ventured 
to  cx>me  forward  as  if  to  help  hold  the  rod,  but  I 
smiled  wonderfully,  and  he  understood,  sinking 
back  on  the  seat  with  a  sigh.   Then  they  dis- 
cussed who  should  hold  the  gaff  as  though 
they  would  come  to  blows ;  they  did  get  as  far  as 
"  the  Gaelic "  which  seems  next  door  to  blows. 


Their  patience  was  going  fast,  and  I,  too,  was 
thankful  when  the  grand  fish  grew  frightened  at 
the  weird  look  in  their  eyes  peering  over  the  side 
and  caved  in.  Within  two  hours  of  my  start  in 
salmon  fishing  I  had  got  one  of  221b.  I  was  so 
disappointed  that  the  dad  was  in  the  next  bay, 
out  of  sight  and  hearing. 

We  drank  to  the  "  beastie,"  as  the  gillies  now 
called  my  capture,  and,  according  to  custom,  they 
had  a  go  at  my  flask,  which  contained  different 
stuff  to  that  which  they  were  drinking  all  day. 
Then  I  sat  down  and  looked  long  at  the  grand 
fellow  that  had  fought  so  well. 

Nothing  else  came  before  lunch,  which  is 
always  taken  on  shore.  How  grand  the  loch 
seemed  then !  Every  possibility  and  impossibility 
in  record  fishing  came  before  my  mind  and 
seemed  realisable  if  only  we  could  start  again  at 
once.  I  could  not  notice  what  I  was  eating,  nor 
do  I  believe  that  I  actually  ate.  I  wandered 
down  to  the  boat  long  before  the  gillies  were 
ready,  and  threw  in  the  minnow  and  drew  it  up 
and  down — in  case. 

I  got  another  fish  that  day  weighing  181b.,  and 
I  had  a  bit  of  a  strut  on  me  when  the  dad's  boat 
came  in  with  nothing  but  little  trout.  Dear  old 
chap !  I  know  he  was  as  pleased  as  Punch. 
"  That  shows  they  are  in  the  loch,"  said  he  to  the 
gillies,  pointing  to  the  fish ;  and  I  jokingly  said, 
"  Their  being  in  the  boat  surely  proves  that  they 
are  not  in  the  loch."  The  gillies  heard,  but  gave 
no  smile,  and  I  thought  and  I  pitied  them  that 
they  were  old  and  sober  while  I  was  young  and 
intoxicated  by  my  success ;  but  next  morning 
one  of  them  touched  the  governor's  arm  and 
told  him  he  had  discovered  what  I  meant  by 
my  remark  the  previous  evening. 

I  was  a  hero  at  the  hotel  that  night,  but  I 
could  not  keep  it  up.  The  next  day  passed 
without  a  fish,  and  the  next,  and  the  next,  and 
it  was  not  tiU  the  last  day  of  my  stay  that  I  got 
another  weighing  201b. 

But  even  on  a  blank  day  there  was  plenty  to 
entertain  me.  I  was  much  amused  at  the  smoking 
of  my  gillies.  They  smoked  short  clay  pipes 
which  they  fiUed  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  bowl 
with  very  black  twist  tobacco.  As  there  was 
generally  a  good  breeze  blowing,  there  was 
a  slight  difficulty  in  the  matter  of  getting  a  light, 
and  so  they  managed  as  follows.  They  would 
tear  a  small  piece  of  saltpetre  paper  from  a 
bundle  which  they  had  in  their  pockets,  wrap  a 
match  in  it,  which  they  struck,  and  thus  set  the 
paper  smouldering,  This  was  then  crammed  on 
the  top  of  the  tobacco,  and  vigorous  puffs 
followed  for  about  two  minutes.  Then  the  pipe 
was  put  doMoi  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  the 
same  performance  of  lighting  was  gone  through 
again.  As  I  never  saw  them  put  fresh  tobacco 
into  their  pipes  during  the  day,  I  calculated  that 
their  smoking  for  a  week  consumed  a  quarter  of 
an  ounce  of  tobacco  and  three  square  yards  of 
saltpetre  paper. 

Their  whisky  drinking,  too,  was  curious. 
They  had  a  pint  bottle  between  them  each  day, 
and  when  one  took  a  nip — without  any  previous 
consultation — the  other  quickly  followed  suit. 
A  small  amount  of  the  spirit  was  thrown  down 
their  throats  and  then  a  cupful  of  water  from  the 
loch. 

But  they  were  keen  on  their  business.  They 
were  disgusted  with  the  trout  that  came  in 
abundance,  and  were  ever  anxious  to  see  that  the 
bait  was  spinning  well. 

One  day  1  had  a  fearful  tug,  but  found,  on 
handling  the  rod,  that  there  was  no  fish.  I  wound 
in,  and  discovered  that  the  bait  was  all  huddled  up. 
You  should  have  seen  the  looks  on  their  faces ; 
they  were  more  easily  understood  than  the 
remarks  they  made  to  one  another  in  Gaelic ; 
they  were  i-eally  riled  with  me,  and  I  believe 
neither  of  them  slept  that  night. 

On  one  day  there  was  a  severe  thunderstorm 
with  very  vivid  lightning.  They  were  horribly 
scared,  and  made  for  the  shore  at  once,  although 
I  told  them  that  1  could  stand  it.  "They  were 
two  frightened  old  women  as  they  fled,  but  I 
fancied  I  could  see  signs  of  a  fear  that  was  to 
be  called  up  by  nothing  earthly,  and  so  "  1 
frankly  forgave  them  both."  They  were  good 
fellows,  although  their  sorrow  when  no  fish  was 
caught  was  entirely  for  themselves  and  not  for 
me.  One  afternoon  I  fell  asleep  in  the  boat — 
I  could  not  keep  awake ;  but  when  I  did  wake  I 
apologised  to  them  most  profusely.    I  was  really 


glad  to  hear  them  say  that  they  were  surprised 
that  I  had  not  done  so  more  frequently,  for  so 
many  of  the  gentlemen  did  so  every  day  through 
the  strength  of  the  mountain  air.  I  wonder 
what  the  scene  looked  like  when  a  fish  came  on 
under  such  circumstances.  The  week  came  to 
an  end  at  last.  It  was  well  filled  with  experiences, 
and  has  brought  many  a  longing  since.  I  was 
immensely  pleased  with  my  three  fish  against 
the  governor's  two,  but  the  next  time  I  go 
salmon  fishing  I  hope  it  will  be  with  a  fly  rod. 
Richmond,  Sun-ey.  Walter  Gben. 


SPRING  TROUTING  IN  THE 
NORTH. 


I  CAN  never  understand  what  possible  pleasuie 
a  man  can  derive  from  the  pursuit  of  trout 
before  March,  and  now,  on  nearly  all  well 
regulated  club  waters,  the  opening  day  is 
generally  fixed  for  April  1 — the  date  itself  may 
seem  somewhat  suggestive,  but  that  cannot  be 
helped. 

By  that  time,  unless  the  spring  has  been  very 
backward,  there  has  been  a  good  hatch  out  of 
Early  Brown,  March  Brown,  and  Early  Duns, 
and  the  fish,  having  spent  some  weeks  in  the 
gravelly  [streams,  are  losing  that  black,  slimy 
appearance  which  characterises  them  at  the 
beginning  of  March. 

On  our  northern  streams  at  the  commencement 
of  the  season  most  of  the  local  hands  confine 
themselves  to  wet-fly  fishing,  although  on  a 
typical  April  day  a  few  fish  can  generally  be 
caught  by  fishing  the  flats  with  a  floating  Blue 
Dun  or  Olive  Bloa.  A  great  many  people  seem 
to  think  that  it  is  only  the  dry-fly  purist  who 
fishes  upstream  with  fly,  but  such  an  idea  is  a 
mistake,  for  unless  the  water  is  coloured  it  is  just 
as  essential  in  wet-fly  fishing.  Wading  in  at  the 
foot  of  a  stream,  the  angler  casts  his  trio  of  flies 
— for  three  are  sufficient  as  a  general  rule — into 
the  thin  water  at  the  edge,  as  the  trout  generally 
lie  there  or  between  the  edge  and  the  middle  of 
the  stream.  He  must  watch  them  as  closely  as 
a  cat  watching  a  mouse,  and  even  if  the  gleam  of 
a  yellow  side  in  the  thin  water  attracts  his  atten- 
tion he  should  attend  to  it  by  a  gentle  turn  of 
the  wrist,  when  he  wiU  generally  succeed  in 
hooking  his  fish.  It  is  this  quickness  of  sight 
that  constitutes  a  real  good  wet  fly-fisher.  I  have 
seen  many  a  man  waiting  to  see  either  a  splash 
or  feel  a  tug  before  he  knew  that  he  had  a  trout 
on,  but  he  would  basket  one  fish  where  the  expert 
would  land  half  a  dozen.  Still  wading  upstream,  the 
far  bank  should  also  be  thoroughly  searched,  and 
by  pulling  the  fish  downstream  and  playing  them 
out  below  you,  there  is  far  less  danger  of 
disturbing  the  other  fish.  As  a  rule  half  a  dozen 
varieties  of  flies  wiU  prove  sufficient  for  a  day's 
early  spring  trouting,  and  my  own  selection  would 
be  Early  Brown,  March  Brown,  Dark  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Snipe  Bloa,  Spring  Black,  and  Waterhen 
Bloa ;  with  these  you  may  feel  pretty  safe  on  any 
river.  The  last-named  is  the  hackled  pattern  of  the 
Early  Blue  Dun,  and  I  feel  sure  wovdd  kill  in 
Devonshire  quite  as  well  as  the  Blue  Upright  with 
respect  to  the  dressing  of  which  there  has  been 
some  correspondence  recently  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  The  usxial  dressing  is  :  Body,  yellow  silk 
spun  over  with  mole's  fur,  hackled  with  feather 
from  under  a  waterhen's  wing  :  hook  No.  1  Kendal 
scale.  On  the  Eden  "Dicky"  Routledge  used 
to  put  a  little  dubbing  under  the  hackle  and  add 
a  minute  tip  of  gold  at  the  tail.  Some  years  ago 
I  took  to  making  the  body  of  yellow  dyed  quill, 
wrapping  it  on  in  difetinct  ribs  of  light  and 
dark;  I  gave  a  pattern  or  two  to  Mr. 
S.  M.  Milne,  a  noted  Wharfedale  fly  fisher, 
and  I  believe  that  he  now  seldom  uses  the 
silk  bodied  pattern,  as  he  finds  the  other  far 
more  efficacious.  The  Snipe  Bloa  with  the  same 
quill  body  also  answers  very  well  indeed. 

On  some  days  in  early  spring,  generally  cold, 
dull  ones,  the  fish  will  rise  only  on  the  flats,  and 
then  the  tyi-o  has  a  better  chance  of  making  a 
dish  of  fish  than  in  the  streams,  on  rivers  like  the 
Eden  and  Eamont,  in  Cumberland.  If  the  fish 
are  rising  well  on  the  pools  the  fly  fisher  has  no 
neod  to  wander  about  much,  for  he  can  sometimes 
fill  his  basket  without  going  further  than  100yds. 
or  so.  On  the  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association 
water  at  Penrith  there  is  one  piece  of  water 
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known  as  Paley's  Walk,  owing  to  one  of  the 
member's  partiality  to  it  under  such  conditions  as 
I  have  named. 

I  fear  that  the  present  season  will  be  a  very  late 
one,  as  the  deep  snow  di-ifts  in  the  upper  valleys 
of  our  northern  streams  will  not  disappeai-  for 
many  months  to  come,  and  the  cold  snow-water 
percolating  into  the  rivers  will  do  much  to  check 
aquatic  life.  This  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  for 
up  to  the  last  ten  days  everything  seemed  in 
favour  of  the  angler. 

Last  season  was  a  complete  failure  with  the 
Creeper  and  Stone  Fly,  and  there  were  very  few 
March  Browns  earlier  on  ;  in  fact,  this  favourite 
spring  fly  appears  to  become  scarcer  and  scarcer 
every  succeeding  season.         Days  of  Tore. 


WATER  GARDENING 
FOR  ORNAMENT,  FOR  IMPROVEMENT 
OF  FISHERIES. 


[The  accompanying  illustrations  and  extracts 
a,re  from  the  new  pamphlet,  "  Water  Gardening," 
now  being  distributed  by  the  well-known  Solway 
Fishery  Co.  Ltd.,  Dumfries.  The  beautiful 
illustrations  speak  for  themselves. — Ed.  F.  0.] 

"  Many  waters  contain  innumerable  sma.ll  tront  which 
never  grow  larger.  They  want  food.  This  necessary 
natural  food  cannot  be  increased  without  the  aid  of 
plants,  and  the  Solway  Fishery  Company  have  for  many 
years,  and  at  great  labour  and  expense,  made  a  special 
study  of  this  branch  of  their  business,  which  they  have 
largely  extended.  Various  parts  of  the  world  have  been 
requisitioned,  and  at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  war  in 
South  Africa  one  of  their  collectors  was  obliged  to 
forsake  his  work  of  collecting  amongst  the  Drakensberg 
Mountains.  Some  valuable  plants  which  he  had  obtained 
were  sent  forward,  whilst  others  had  to  be  abandoned,  but 
those  which  finally  reached  Scotland  had  unfortunately 


"  Waterfowl 

require  suitable  plants  to  attract  them.  As  the  well- 
known  Zosteri  marina  proves  so  attractive  to  wildfowl  on 
the  coast,  so  other  carefully  selected  plants  have  the  same 
influence  on  inland  lakes,  ponds,  &c. 

' '  In  the  springtime  of  the  year  it  ia  also  desirable  to 


The  B0B  Reed  (Sparganium  ramosum). 

(From  the  Solway  Fishery  Company's  Pamphlet  on  "Water 
Gardening.") 


WROXHAM  BROAD  AND  COLTIS- 
HALL  ON  THE  BURB. 

(Concluded  from  page  110.) 

As  remarked  at  the  commencement  of  t 
article  dealing  with  Wroxham  Broad,  Coltish 
is  an  angling  station  of  decidedly  dissimil 
characteristics.    Although  only  about  two  and 
half  miles  westward  by  road  from  Wroxh 
Station,  and  about  seven  minutes  by  rail,  the  riv 
Bure  describes  so  many  twists  and  turns  betw 
the  two  villages  that  it  is  a  matter  of  some  sev 
or  eight  miles  by  river  from  Wroxham  to  Colti 
hall  Lock,  this  lock  being  the  first  one  on  t' 
river,  the  mill  adjoining  it  being  also  the  first 
the  upward  course.    These  seven  or  eight  mil' 
have  the  effect  of  entirely  altering  the  charac' 
of  the  liver  at  Coltishall,  as  it  is  there  that  t 
marshland  is  left  behind,  and  the  river,  muc 
contracted  in  size,  glides  on  with  accelerat- 
current  between  lush  water  meadows,  or  pa 
woods,  coverts,  and  cornfields.    In  summer  ti 
this  (and  upwards)  is  by  far  the  most  attracti 
part  of  the  Bure  to  the  artist,  photographer,  a 
angler,  though  the  yachtsmen  naturally  pref 
the  broad,  big,  deeper  reaches  found  from  belo 
Wroxham  to  Yarmouth. 

OoltishaU  consists  of  a  long,  somew 
straggling,  but  sheltered  village  street,  on  t 
north  side  of  the  Bure,  with  a  population  of  abo 
1000,  having  several  inns,  the  principal  and  mo 
suitable  for  anglers  being  the  White  Hor- 
adjoining  the  bridge,,  and  close  to  the  post  oflS 
and  a  few  minutes'  walk  from  the  station.  A 
one  time  OoltishaU  enjoyed  a  considerable  tra 
in  malt,  which  was  transported  to  Norwich,  Y 
mouth,  Beccles,  and  other  places,  by  wherri 


GROUP  OF  WATER-LILIKS,  SOLWAY  FISHERY. 

(From  the  Solway  Fishery  Company's  Pamphlet  on  "  "Water  Gardening.") 


perished  en  route.  Other  consignments  from  distant 
parts  of  the  world  have  also  suffered  great  loss — out  of  a 
large  nnmtjer  of  plants  but  a  few  earvivina  '  the  horrors  of 
the  middle  paesaga.'  From  those  which  nave  reached  ua 
alive,  however,  we  have  succeeded  in  propagating  others, 
and  we  are  now  booking  orders  for  spring  delivery,  and  in 
order  that  the  plants  may  be  sent  at  the  proper  time,  lists 
of  tipecimens  and  quantities  ahonld  be  in  our  order  book  aa 
early  aa  possible. 

"  OiiNAMKNTAi,  Water  Gardrnino 
is  now  C3mirig  to  the  front,  and  is  a  moat  fascinating  study, 
"  It  enables  aome  of  the  waste  places  of  the  garden  to  be 
utilised  to  the  greatest  advantage,  and  we  shall  bo  glad  to 
supply  either  a'juatica,  scmi-ai'iuatins,  Hub-atjuatics,  or  suit- 
HV;le  raarginala  and  plants  for  the  neighbourhood  of 
ponda,  Src, 


stook  and  to  replenish  old  stocks  of  mollusca,  eriisiaceans, 
larvx,  <^V'.  The  importance  of  maintaining  a  sufficiency 
of  these  creatures  is  of  the  most  vital  consequence  to  all 
trout  waters,  and  as  it  is  often  difficult  to  collect  them  in 
large  quantities,  we  respactfuUy  ask  that  orders  may  be 
booked  as  ea,rly  as  possible. 

"  For  price  list  and  further  particulars  apply  to  the 
company."   


Mat  Fly  Fishing  Quarters  on  Lough 
Derg. — Mr.  W.  H.  Pope,  Fisheries  Agent,  Salis- 
bury, has  a  furnished  fishing  box  to  let  on  Lough 
Derg  for  the  coming  May  Fly  season,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  absence  of  the  owner,  an  oflicer, 
in  South  Africa,  and  Fishing  Gazette  subscriber. 


but  this  trade  has  much  fallen  into  decay,  an 
the  wherry  traffic  on  this  part  of  the  Bure  is  no 
very  limited,  a  circumstance  which  will  not 
regretted  by  the  angler.    It  is  not  nearly  so  mu 
overrun  by  tourists  as  the  Bi-oad  district,  an 
has  often  been  alluded  to  by  the  writer  as  "  th' 
prettiest  village  in  Norfolk,  and  the  nicest,"  an 
while  it  is  invidious  perhaps  to  draw  distinotiona 
certainly  we  are  acquainted  with  few  spots  in  t 
county  which  offer  siioh  attractions  in  the  sha 
of  quietly  beautiful   scenery,  good,  practical 
free  bottom  fishing  for  those  who  know  how  t 
fish,   accessibility,   inexpensive  accommodatio" 
and   comparative  freedom  from  the  rush  o 
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"FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund — the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  K.  B.  Mai-ston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


FIFTEENTH  LIST. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Aseociation  (per  Mr.  J.  Crowley,  hon.  treasurer) 
From  Mr.  Edwin  Gosling,  proceeds  of  sale  of  two  angling  books  to  Messrs. 
Pickering  and  Chatto,  Piccadilly   

Amoont  from  fourteenth  list    

Total   


£  s.  d. 

2   2  0 

0  10  0 


2  12 
184  16 


187   8  2 


Special  Notice.— I  have  already  supplied  tobacco  to  hospitals  where  wounded  men  are,  and  should  like  to  make 
the  amount  of  the  F.  G.  Fund  no  to  £200  before  closing  it.  A  full  account  of  the  quantities  of  tobacco  and  where 
and  when  sent  will  be  published  later.  I  shall  also  be  glad  to  have  packets  of  used,  but  clean,  playing  cards  for  the 
men. — E.  B.  Maeston. 


tourists,  "beanfeasts,"  club  outings,  and  yachting 
parties,  which  is  becoming  more  and  more 
marked  in  the  purely  broad  district  every  year. 

Angling  readers,  however,  will,  perhaps,  say 
"  Tes ;  this  is  all  very  well ;  but  what  of  the 
fishing  ?  "  The  fishing,  then,  as  remarked  above, 
is  decidedly  good,  although  (as  with  nearly  eveiy 
river  in  England  now,  it  is  to  be  feared)  not  so 
good  as  formerly,  not  for  lack  of  fish,  which 
abound,  but  probably  by  reason  of  the  increase  in 
angUng  during  the  past  ten  or  twelve  years.  We 
do  not  consider  the  river  over-fished,  but  it  does 
not  require  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
anglers  on  any  river  to  have  a  marked  efBect  upon 
the  fish  it  contains,  as  regards  the  difficulty  of 
their  capture.  At  Coltishall,  and  upwards  the 
whole  way  to  Aylsham,  it  is  usually  more  a 
matter  of  quality  than  quantity.  The  roach  are 
especially  fine,  well-conditioned  fish,  and  one 
seldom  gets  the  "  scripers "  that  teem  in  the 
broad  district,  and  in  summer  time  are  often  a 
perfect  nuisance  to  the  really  keen  angler.  There 
are  lots  of  -pounders,  a  good  supply  of  pounders 
or  over,  while  fish  of  21b.  and  even  over  are  not 
scarce.  The  roach  pole  and  tight-line  expert  may 
here,  in  all  but  a  very  few  spots,  command  all  the 
best  swims  ( which  will  be  readily  pointed  out  by 
any  of  the  local  hands),  while  alight  15ft.  cane 
rod  with  greenheart  top,  largish  rings,  and  reel 
line  of  40yd8.  of  finest  silk  line  well  rubbed  with 
ceroleum,  and  correspondingly  fine  float  tackle,  is  a 
capital  outfit  for  those  who  prefer  running  tackle. 
The  orthodox  roach  baits  are  all  killing,  and  in 
the  summer  evenings  sometimes  a  heavy  roach 
may  be  picked  up  with  the  fly  rod  on  a  Black 
Gnat  tipped  with  white  kid  glove,  but  this  is  not 
a  very  frequent  occurrence.  White  paste  is 
especially  killing  all  the  year  round,  while  boiled 
wheat  is  very  useful  in  the  summer. 

Here  we  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks  concern- 
ing a  roach  bait,  which  may  be  used  more  than  we 
are  aware  of,  but  which  one  never  sees  mentioned, 
unless,  perhaps,  it  is  included  in  the  general  term 
"  paste."  We  refer  to  the  plain  dough,  not  the 
sticky,  yeasty  stuff  one  encounters  in  the  baking- 
pan,  but  flour  and  water  so  judiciously  combined 
and  kneaded  as  to  come  out  of  the  process  smooth, 
while  practically  dry  and  non-sticking  to  the 
touch  ;  not  stiff  or  heavy  or  powdery,  and  yet  so 
pliable  that  one  may  mould  it  to  any  necessary 
shape  of  the  hook,  to  which  it  should  adhere  with 
a  far  greater  tenacity  than  any  bread  paste  can 
ever  equal,  and  still  not  in  any  way  spoil  the 
penetrative  power  of  the  hook  point.  Such 
"  paste  "  will  stand  the  strain  of  long  and  rough 
casts  without  jerking  off,  and  may,  of  course,  be 
made  plain  or  coloured  to  fancy.    It  can  l;e  made 


up  at  home  before  starting,  and  carried  in 
the  pocket  if  wished,  or  convenient,  for  some 
hours  (if  properly  mixed)  without  becoming  dry 
or  brittle  and  powdery,  like  bread  pastes  would. 
Of  course  it  takes  practice  before  just  the  right 
degree  of  consistence,  elasticity,  and  suppleness  is 
arrived  at ;  but  we  think  if  many  anglers  who 
have  not  given  dough  a  trial  would  do  so,  they 
would  be  surprised  and  gratified  with  the  results. 
We  have  killed  many  thousands  of  roach,  and  no 
inconsiderable  number  of  big  ones,  in  these  (and 
for  that  matter,  many  other)  parts  of  the  Bure, 
since  we  first  began  to  toddle  on  its  banks,  and 
fish  it  five-and-twenty  or  more  years  ago,  and  we 
hope  to  repeat  our  former  experiences  with  it  in 
those  summer  and  winter  seasons  of  angling 
which  may,  or  may  not — who  knows — yet  be  ours 
to  enjoy. 

Undoubtedly  the  best  months  for  visiting 
Coltishall  and  the  adjacent  district  towards 
Buxton  Lamas  and  Aylsham,  for  fishing  pure 
and  simple  (except  for  bream),  are  November, 
December,  January,  February,  and  early  March, 
if,  of  course,  the  winter  is  fairly  open  and  mild. 
The  ribbon  weed,  which  is  such  a  hindrance  in 
summer  to  the  angler,  has  then  died  down,  and 
the  water,  which  often  is  exceedingly  bright  and 
clear  from  July  to  September,  is  then  in  much 
better  colour  and  volume.  The  swims  in  winter 
will  run  from  4ft.  to  5ft.,  seldom  more  than  8ft., 
but  in  summer  time  the  angler  must  remember 
when  plumbing  the  depth  to  make  a  very  liberal 
allowance  for  the  long,  trailing,  flabby  ribbon 
weed,  through  which  the  light  plummets  will 
sink  almost  as  if  they  did  not  exist.  At  any  time 
of  the  year  it  is  not  much  use  fishing  near  the 
banks— well  out  in  the  river  in  the  current  is  the 
best  place  as  a  rule.  Where  the  angler  can  find  a 
good  clean  bottom,  with  a  nice  stream  running,  the 
ledger  will  be  found  very  effective,  and  often  kill 
big  fish.  There  is  not  with  float  tackle  much 
nibbling  here  usually — about  one  jerk  of  the  float 
and  bang  it  goes,  often  with  a  fine  fish  when  they 
are  well  on.  The  very  small  roach  seldom  bother 
one  much  during  the  winter  season. 

The  river  banks  above  Coltishall  Lock  are  in 
the  control  of  the  Aylsham  Navigation  Commis- 
sioners, and,  legally  speaking,  the  angling  is  not 
public,  but  it  may  safely  be  said  that  no  decent 
and  well  behaved  angler,  keeping  to  the  banks,  is 
ever  interfered  with  ;  but  it  is  always  well,  if  one 
is  at  all  uncertain,  when  making  extended  excur- 
sions up  either  of  them  to  ascertain  if  possible  if 
there  is  any  spot  where  restraint  is  imposed  upon 
the  wandering  fisherman.  The  stretches  above 
the  bridge  usually  afford,  however,  as  good  fishing 
as  will  be  met  with  by  going  further  afield,  and 
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there  is  frequently  especially  good  roaching  (with 
a  chance  of  very  big  bream)  between  the  bridge 
and  Horstead  Mill. 

Horstead  Mill !  It  is  a  name,  indeed,  fraught 
with  happy  memories  to  the  writer,  and  to  not  a 
few  other  local  anglers  as  well.  Though  some- 
what degenerated  from  its  former  beauties  and 
angling  glories,  it  is  a  peaceful,  charming,  restful 
old  spot  still.  To  rest  under  the  spreading 
beeches  and  elms  that  overhang  the  shallows  at 
the  mill  tail,  some  calm  June  evening — when  the 
mill  has  done  its  work  for  the  day,  and  there  is 
only  the  gentle  splashing  of  the  water  from  the 
sluices,  or  the  crisp  "  plop  "  of  the  dace  rising  to 
the  hovering  gnats,  to  break  the  stillness  that 
grows  ever  deeper  with  the  dying  of  the  glow  in 
the  west — is  to  many  an  angler  who  has  fished 
the  old  mill  pool  a  pleasure  the  memory  of  which 
time  will  not  dull,  nor  distance  efface.  We  know 
one  wealthy  angler — now  distinguished  in  his 
country's  service,  a  knight  of  an  exalted  Drder,  a 
traveller  and  dweller  in  far-off  lands,  a  salmon 
and  trout  fisher  and  big  game  hunter — who  came 
one  recent  summer  and  spent  a  happy  day  there, 
fishing  for  the  humble  roach,  because  he  had  long 
years  ago  fished  there  as  a  boy  with  his  father. 
Who  shall  say  that  angling  does  not  conduce  to 
the  conservation  of  our  purest  and  happiest 
memories,  whether  of  the  sport  itself  or  of  those 
who  have  passed  from  "  life's  fitful  fever,"  but 
who  shared  in  our  enjoyment  of  those  bygone 
days. 

The  mill  pool  contains  plenty  of  roach  of  all 
sizes,  a  good  lot  of  perch  (though  not  so  many 
as  of  yore),  large  bream,  a  few  jack  (sometimes 
up  to,  say,  101b.),  and  a  few  large  trout,  As 
regards  smaller  fish,  there  are  great  numbers  of 
dace,  which  rise  readily  to  the  fly,  but  run  rather 
small,  and  at  times  lots  of  gudgeon.  Of  rarer 
fish  we  have  seen  taken  may  be  noted  the  lamprey 
and  small  flounders ;  minnows  do  not  exist  here 
or  anywhere,  by  the  way,  in  this  part  of  the 
district,  though  plenty  are  found  in  the  upper 
Yare  and  tributaries  of  the  Wensum.  Some  of 
the  roach  run  large — we  killed  one  of  2lb.  5oz.  on 
one  occasion,  and  took  one  with  fly,  just  above 
the  mill,  of  21b.  Permission  to  fish  must  be 
obtained  at  the  mill.  The  mill  stream  itself  runs 
a  very  pretty  tree-sheltered  course  of  about  half  a 
mile,  and  contains  lots  of  small  fish  of  all  sorts, 
but  is  seldom  worth  fishing  for  big  ones,  being 
extremely  bright  and  clear  in  summer ;  and  it  is 
in  summer  time — July,  August,  and  early 
September — Horsted  Mill  pool  shoiild  be  fished. 
In  winter  it  is  of  little  account,  except,  perhaps, 
for  a  stray  jack  or  two,  for  what  reason  we  are 
unable  to  say ;  but  such  is  the  fact.  The  large 
trout  are  deadly  shy,  and  are  hardly  ever  caught 
except  by  a  fluke  ;  but  we  have  taken  a  few  small 
ones  spinning  a  small  Devon.  This  pool  and 
stream  would  make  an  ideal  trout  water  could  the 
fish  be  kept  from  wandering  into  the  main  river ; 
but  as  the  mill  stream  is  navigable  and  the  mill 
wheels  are  undershot,  it  would  probably  be  difiicult 
to  keep  them  from  dispersion  even  were  the 
water  heavily  stocked. 

About  a  hundred  yards  above  the  mill,  on  the 
river  path,  a  bar  is  placed  across  the  river  to  check 
the  weeds  floating  down  after  weed  cutting,  and 
this  spot  is  the  haunt  of  a  lot  of  huge  bream,  some 
going  up  to  nearly  7ib.  These  ''grandfathers" 
are  terribly  'cute,  and  only  one  or  two  are  occa- 
sionally caught ;  but  one  of  these  is  worth  a  stone 
of  the  bony,  sickly-looking  bream  so  often  caught 
far  down  the  river,  they  being  great  golden  bronze, 
deep-backed  fellows  which  in  the  quick  current 
show  tremendous  fighting  power.  Once  we 
hooked  one  of  the  lesser  patriarchs  of  this  herd, 
by  accident,  through  a  single  cai-tilage  of  the  back 
fin,  when  fishing  in  a  desultory  sort  of  way  with  a 
fly  rod  and  fine  tackle  (No.  10  hook)  for  roach. 
After  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he  was  landed  in 
an  old  mud  scoop,  and  scaled  a  trifle  over  4jlb. 
There  are  also  a  lot  of  big  roach  always  cruising 
about  this  stretch  of  river  all  the  year  round. 
Wasp  grub  is  a  capital  bait  here  in  September  or 
late  August,  if  obtaipable.  Small  red  worm  was 
much  and  very  successfully  used  by  one  clerical 
angler  during  stormy  weather  in  October. 

Space  will  not  permit  of  more  than  a  few 
remarks  as  to  what  an  excellent  centre  Coltishall 
is  for  excursions  farther  a-field.  The  roads  round 
are  capital  for  cycling,  and  the  whole  river  up  to 
Buxton  Lamas  is,  or  used  to  be,  fishable,  and  good 
fishing,  too.    Pike  are  not  very  plentiful  nor 
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arge,  and  we  do  not  recommend  this  part  of  the 
Bure  as  a  pikeing  centre.  But  if  the  angler  will 
acquire  a  little  local  information,  and  obtain 
leave  where  necessary  (which  is  not  a  difficult 
matter  to  ascertain),  whether  it  be  winter  or 
summer  when  he  makes  his  visit,  we  have  small 
doubt  but  that  a  trial  of  this  less  known  Norfolk 
fishing  station  (unless  he  is  of  a  very  exacting 
natui-e)  will  result  in  satisfactory  sport  and  a 
pleasant  holiday  amidst  enjoyable  and  picturesque 
suiToundings.  C.  H.  Taylor. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
giyen  below. 

^30  min.  for  Ohelsea.  rb5  mln.  for  Kew. 

AjjJ40  ,,     ,,   Putney.  4,1,1  J  75   „     „  Richmond. 

"^""")45  ,,     „  Hammersmith.  •^°'*)80   „     „  Twickenham. 
(50   „     „  Barnes.  (,85    „     „  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  Hiqh  Watbe  at  London  Bbtdse. 

„  Morning.  Evening, 

Saturday,     Feb.  24    7.59    8.37 

Sunday,          „  25    9.23    10.11 

Monday,         „  26   10.55    11.36 

Tuesday,        „  27   —    0.12 

"Wednesday,    „  28    0.42    1.  8 

Thursday,     Mar.  1    1.32    1.55 

Friday,           „  2    2.17    2.38 

Hl9H  WATEE  AT  AMBBBLBT  AND  PULBOBOUSH. 

Homing,  ErenlnflT. 

Saturday,      Feb.    24    8.39    9.17 

Sunday,  „      23    10.  3    10.51 

Monday,         „      26    11.35    0.16 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Eton).— The  river  is  nearly  6Ft.  above  head 
Ka';er,  and  most  of  the  district  is  under  water,  but  no  rise 
has  taken  place  to-day,  and  should  the  weather  continue  fine 
during  the  next  two  daya  the  river  will  soon  settle  down  to 
its  normal  state,  when  good  all-round  sport  may  be 
expected.  I  v  a?  out  for  about  two  hours  to-day  with  Mr. 
C.  Franklin,  and  tried  a  few  quiet  spots  for  jack.  We  ha,d 
a  couple  of  runs,  but  did  not  succeed  in  creeling  a  fish. — 
Cecil  Howlett. 

  (Henley).— Feb.  21.— The  river  here  is  in  heivy 

flood.  Although  slightly  on  the  turn,  there  can  be  no 
fishing  for  a  few  days. — Stanley  Mead. 

 (Richmond). — The  snow  water  greatly  upset 

angling  here,  but  we  have  had  a  good  lot  of  rain  to  wash  it 
out,  the  river  being  in  flood.  A  few  bank  anglers  braved 
the  elements  and  tried  the  eddies  close  to  the  bank,  and 
got  a  few  gudgeon  and  daoa.  The  glass  is  down  to  much 
rain  to-night,  but  is  rising  gradually,  so  if  there  should 
not  be  any  great  fall  of  rain  the  river  might  run  off  before 
the  end  of  the  week.  We  have  heard  that  the  flood  water 
brought  up  the  lam  perns,  and  some  have  been  taken  in 
the  pots  at  Teddington  Weir. — Gayxor  and  Son.i. 

—  (Teddington).— The  river  is  in  full  flood,  and 
\sill  not  be  in  condition  for  some  time. — W.  Mc Bride. 

Amn  (Falborongfh).  —  Like  many  other  places, 
Polborongh  is  flooded,  the  land  being  under  deep  water 
for  miles,  the  roads  being  in  some  cases  impassable. 
Fishing  here  is  cut  of  the  question  at  present. — W.  G. 

HOLLJUN. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterl each). —After  snow  and 
rain,  with  floods,  river  time  of  writing  is  running  down 
quickly.  With  no  more  rain  it  will  be  fishable  by 
Saturday.  We  are  looking  forward  to  good  bags  of  pike 
and  roach.  Live  bait  at  lock  keeper's.  Brandling  worms 
and  lob  useful  now  on  this  water. — John  0.  George 
(Beche-road,  Cambridge). 

Bnre  (Norfolk,  Wrexham  District).- The  river  is 
now  free  of  ice,  but  is  running  high  and  coloured,  although 
not  really  thick.  The  still  waters,  however,  are  up  to  to-day 
(IHchj  all  icebound,  and  likely,  if  we  get  frost  at  night  and 
cold  winds  during  the  day  as  well,  to  remain  bo  for  some 
little  li-ne.  Fish  are  very  much  ofT  the  feed,  even  the 
small,  eager  feeding  rudd  (which  for  some  reason  are 
nsually  almost  a  nuisance  in  the  reaches  near  the  bridge  at 
this  time  of  year)  only  biting  in  a  very  slack  and  trouble- 
some manner.  Altogether  angling  is  very  dull  work  just 
now,  and,  as  regards  pikeing,  it  has  been  the  worst  season 
(owing  to  icebound  waters,  snowstorms,  and  wretched 
weather  generally)  that  we  have  had  for  some  years,  and 
another  six  or  seven  weeks  will  see  the  end  of  it,  such  as 
it  has  been.  Weather  is  rather  better  and  sunnier  to-day, 
and  the  snow  has  cleared  away  to  a  great  extent,  but 
pro8pec':8  for  angling  with  any  success  are  at  present 
decidedly  p'or. — C.  il.  Taylor. 

Devonshire  Streams. — No  fishing  of  any  descrip- 
tion has  been  possible  this  week  in  consequenco  of  the 
record  floods,  which  have  done  tremendous  damage, 
cauiiirig  the  rivers  to  overflow  the  surrounding  country  in 
all  directions.  It  is  possible  that  the  spawning  bads  bare 
been  damaged  in  some  Cises,  but  until  the  water  subsides 
this  cannot  be  ascertained.  At  any  rate  the  flood  has 
eerionsly  interfered  with  any  chances  of  good  sport  for  the 
opening  of  the  rivers  under  the  Fishery  Boards,  on 
March  1.  Numbers  of  "new"  salmon  have  been  seen 
riving  in  the  Dart. — Dkvonian. 


Eastern  Counties  Rivers.— The  Yare,  Wensum, 
Little  Onse,  and  Cam  are  all  in  heavy  flood  for  miles. 
For  a  long  way  -the  course  of  these  rivers  cannot  be 
determined,  and  certainly  no  angling  can  be  done  for  at 
least  a  week,  even  if  no  more  rain  falls.  Bad  luck  this 
for  anglers,  just  at  the  close  of  the  season. — W.  H 
Elsmore. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— One  of  the  biggest  floods 
of  rf  C3nt  years  came  down  on  Thursday  in  last  week,  and 
on  Friday  and  Saturday  the  land  for  miles  along  the  Exe 
Valley  was  fairly  under  water.  Although  the  trout 
season  opened  on  the  15th  inst.,  but  little,  of  course,  has 
yet  been  done ;  one  or  two  arglers,  however,  not  to  be 
denied,  have  tried  the  gardenia  bait  with  fair  success, 
among  the  best  being  a  bag  of  four  brace,  going  just  61b., 
which  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  G.  G,  Snell.  The  salmon 
season,  which  opens  on  the  Ist  prox.,  promises  to  start 
well,  as  fish  by  now  should  be  well  established  in  the 
upper  waters.  I  hear  of  some  very  fair  sized  pike  scared 
from  the  Cowley  waters,  bat  generally  speaking  this 
branch,  in  common  with  the  others,  has  been  decidedly 
quiet. — Red  Palmer. 

Feu  District  (South  Iiincs.  and  Cambs.), 
Apparently  there  is  a  finer  outlook  in  the  weather  as  we 
write,  and  probably  a  welcome  change  is  at  hand.  The 
heavy  snowfall  has  melted,  and  the  streams  at  present 
are  full  of  snow  broth.  Bottom  fishing  is  out  of  the 
question  so  far,  but  the  waters  are  running  down,  and 
may  be  next  week  operations  will  be  possible.  A  few 
pike  fishers  have  been  out  during  the  cold,  and  those  on 
the  Forty-foot  have  secured  a  few  fish,  but  nothing  worth 
a  record. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— There  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  much  done  in  the  angling  line  on  the 
Idle  and  its  tributaries,  but  I  hear  some  few  have  been  to 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Trent  pursuing  the  lordly  chub. 
Even  during  the  snowfall  they  had  fairly  good  luck  withthis 
species  of  fish,  and  specimens  ran  up  to  S^lh.  The  thaw, 
however,  raised  the  waters  of  the  Trent  and  the  week-end 
was  a  failure.  In  the  Dunhim  district  spinners  for  pike 
were  very  busy  till  the  waters  got  the  best  of  them. 
With  dace  and  bleak  captures  cime  freely  between  31b. 
and  61b.    The  best  scaled  71b.— L. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — In  common  with  other  rivers 
the  Lea  and  its  tributaries  have  this  week  overflowed,  and 
disastrous  floods  have  resulted.  The  Lea  and  Stort  have 
been  running  at  a  tremendous  rate,  and  anglers  have  been 
unable  to  approach  their  banks  at  many  spots.  The  water 
on  Wednesday  was  beginning  to  fall,  but  even  if  the  rivers 
are  within  banks  by  Saturday,  ths  water  is  likely  to  be 
the  colour  of  clay.  Lobs  and  red  worms,  white  piste,  and 
breadcrust  should  be  tiiad  as  baits  by  anglers  venturing 
out.  Nearly  100  anglers  met  in  the  St.  Margaret's  district 
early  in  the  week,  bat  the  Broadwater  was  the  only  avail- 
able piece  of  liter,  and  here  very  few  fish  were  caught.  Not 
for  many  years  have  the  floods  been  so  severe  in  the  valley 
of  the  Stort.  In  the  Burnt  Mill  district,  on  Tuesday, 
however,  a  London  angler,  Mr.  Maybury,  jun.,  managed 
to  secure  eight  roach,  scaling  61b. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngfgr  and  Arrow  (laeominstier). — Both  these 
streams  have  been  visited  with  falls  of  snow,  rain,  and  hail, 
and  have  been  completely  changed  to  what  they  were  last 
week.  The  rain  melted  the  snow,  and  both  rivers  rose 
rapidly,  and  were  out  over  the  binks  in  places,  and  fishing 
was  at  an  end.  They  are  slowly  going  down  and 
clearing,  but  fishing  will  be  of  little  use  now  until  trout 
come  in,  when,  if  the  weather  holds  fine,  some  good  sport 
should  be  had  in  this  district.  The  Pinsley  is  coloured ; 
no  fishing  done  in  it. — Gwynne. 

Mole. — The  river  Mole  is  "  out "  all  over  the  meadows, 
and  in  some  parts  resembles  an  immense  lake. — Straw 
Hat. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Angling  for  another  period 
of  time  is  quite  out  of  the  question  here,  and  the  scene 
from  Peterborough  Bridge  is  a  very  watery  one,  for  as  far 
as  the  eye  can  reach  there  seems  nothing  but  water.  The 
heightof  the  water  to-day  (Wednesday)  is  most  exceptional, 
it  not  having  been  so  high  for  several  years  past.  Last 
week  I  gave  the  height  of  water  on  gauge  at  Peterborough 
Bridge  as  13ft.;  now  it  is  close  upon  16ft.,  and  still  rising. 
— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton). — The  floods  which 
have  prevailed  here  tinea  Feb.  15  are  greater  than  any 
remembered  by  the  oldest  inhabitants.  The  marshes  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  resemble  a  vast  broad,  and  a 
portion  of  the  embankment  which  encloses  them  has  given 
way.  The  railway  line  has  been  injured  in  several  places, 
and  traffic  up  the  valley  of  the  Otter  is  at  present 
suspended  between  Salterton  and  the  next  station  of  East 
Budleigh.  The  river  is  at  this  time  of  reporting  (Feb.  21) 
subsiding,  and  may  be  in  fly  fishing  order  in  a  couple  of 
days  if  no  more  rain  falls.  For  the  past  few  days  a  large 
number  of  octopi  have  baen  washed  ashore  on  the  beach, 
some  being  of  good  size. — Heron. 

Onse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts.).— We  are  once  more  in  the 
unhappy  and  unfortunate  state  of  flood  ;  so  much  so  that 
one  can  fish  and  row  boats  in  some  of  our  streets.  For 
some  of  the  poor  penple  it  means  a  sad  time,  the  water 
being  up  to  their  window  sills  downstairs,  driving  the 
occupants  upstairs  to  live  with  their  fowls,  dogs,  and,  in 
some  cases,  pigs.  There  are  at  the  present  time  some 
hundreds  of  acres  all  under  water,  and  the  consequences 
must  be  serious.  The  prospect  of  fishing  is  nil,  and  I 
am  afraid  will  be  for  some  time  to  oome,  as  when  the  water 


To  Si'ORTHMKN.  —  BurberryB,  80,  Haymarltet,  London,  and 
BaBlngdtoke,  are  now  offering  at  IIALI'  PiiiOK  their  'OH  Model  and 
Stock  Sporting  Oarnionts,  viz. ;  (JAliABorNB  IIni.inhd  FarmorB' 
OvercoatB,  21fl.  ;  White  Ilidlnf  Brooi  hoB,  21».  (lAiiAiiDlNH 
OOMiiiNATiON  Shooting  OoatH,  26fi.  ;id.  and  31h.  6d. ;  Knlckor 
UrcechoB,  2Ih.  ;  Burberry  Oapes,  31b.  6d. ;  Ijong  Ovorcoata,  31fl.  Cd 
IlAiN  I'HOonio  TwiCKU  Shooting  Goats,  26g.  3d.  and  31b.  Od. ; 
'WalBtooatB,  7b.  6d.  ;  Weatber-All  Uoats,  81b.  Cd.  Sent  on  approval 
on  receipt  of  cheque  covering.  AnVT. 


gets  into  the  river  again  it  must  be  at  least  a  weak  after- 
wards before  it  will  get  into  fishable  colour  again.  Our 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  April  18,  in  the  Public  Institution. — Edward 

COLLINSON. 

Severn,  Vjmwy,  Tauat,  and  C»iu  (Llanymy- 

nech). — Towards  the  close  of  last  week  another  change 
took  place  in  the  weather,  which  became  much  milder,  and 
the  snow  dissolved  so  rapidly  that  the  rivers  became  fullc " 
snow  water,  the  Severn  especially  so,  and  this  river  in  tb 
neighbourhood  of  Criggion,  which  is  at  the  base  of 
Breidden  hills,  ovei  flowed  its  bounds  so  much  that  moi 
of  the  hedges  adjoining  the  river  were  completely  hidden 
On  Sunday  rain  commenced  to  fall,  and  continued  pourin 
down  until  Monday  morning,  and  this  hastened  the  snoi 
to  thaw  on  the  Welsh  hills,  which  caused  all  the  riveg 
to  rise  very  -rapidly,  and  all  of  them  overflowed  thei 
banks.    The  Severn  at  Melverley  resembled  a  huge  lalf 
with  only  the  trees  visible,  and  the  Vyrnwy  was  very  muci 
flooded,  but  this  river  soon_  regains  its  average  level,  and 
in  a  very  few  days  will  ba  in  fair  condition  for  angling. 
Another  fall  of  snow  on  Tuesday,  which  has  now  quite 
disappeared,  has  somewhat  retarded  the  Tanat  from 
getting  clear  of  snow  water,  but  this  river  runs  so  rapidly 
that  a  very  few  days  sufBoes  to  clear  from  it  all  traces  of 
snow  water. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).- There  was  no  angling  of 
any  sort  on  the  18th,  tha  river  being  in  heavy  flood,  and 
the  road  on  the  Essex  side  of  the  river  being  impassable 
to  foot  passengers.  We  have  had  several  heavy  rains,  since 
which  the  water  has  been  kept  up,  and  this  morning 
(Thursday)  several  of  the  meadows  are  still  cove;  e  i  with 
water  ;  but  it  is  fining  down  and  falling  rapidly,  and  if  no 
great  downfall  comes  will  be  in  gcod  condition  for  the 
25th.— W.  T.  Baixbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Reports 
from  all  rivers  tell  of  flood  and  damage  to  an  enormous 
extent,  such  as  has  not  bean  experienced  for  fifty  years. 
Miles  of  country  are  under  water.  The  snow,  with  frost, 
sealed  the  ground ;  then  the  thaw,  with  heivy  rain, 
accounts  for  the  rapid  rise  of  wat^r.  Rivers  are  like  a  sea, 
and  with  the  vast  expanse  are  difficult  to  locate.  The 
Swan,  at  Pulborough,  has  all  its  back  premises  under 
water,  and  boats  have  been  requisitioned  to  remove  horsea 
and  effects.  The  canal  banks  at  Wisbro  Green  have  over- 
flowed,  and  a  lad  named  TufEord  slipped  from  the  bridge 
and  was  drowned.  The  valley  of  the  Ouse  is  one  vast 
lake,  and  many  fish  are  doubtless  disporting  in  fresh 
fields  and  pastures  new.  As  the  water  recades,  doubtless, 
many  fish  will  be  left  stranded,  and  lost  to  rivers  and 
anglers.  In  previous  floods  willing  hands  with  landing 
nets  have  done  much  to  restore  many  a  stranded  wanderer 
to  the  river.  With  the  exception  of  p  ivate  water, 
Chichester  Canal  ia  the  only  available  spot  where  sport  cm 
be  obtained.  Although  bmk  high,  the  locks  give  an  exit 
to  the  influx.  But  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  these 
enthusiasts  have  been  but  ill-rawarded  for  their  pains.  A 
note  from  the  Arun  and  Ouse  states  that  the  water  is 
gradually  sinking,  but  another  week,  provided  we  have  fine 
weather,  must  elapse  before  even  the  tidal  waters  are  • 
fishable. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (IiUdlow). — The  Temeinthis  part  was  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level  up  to  Thursday  night,  when  heavy 
rain  set  in,  and  kept  up  all  day  Friday,  and  the  river  soon 
began  to  rise  and  became  muddy,  and  on  Saturday  they 
were  bankful  and  in  flood,  and  under  the  Castle,  at  the 
junction  of  the  Corve  and  Teme,  the  fields  were  under 
water.  This  ran  off  by  Monday,  and  the  water  is  now 
going  down,  but  still  keeps  very  muddy,  and  quite  out  of 
order  for  fishing,  and  there  is  a  lot  of  snow  water  in  the 
river,  as  the  snow  melting  on  the  hills  has  been  carried 
into  the  small  streams  which  run  into  Teme.  To-day  ' 
(Wednesday)  there  has  been  a  sharp  frost  and  suDshine. 
and  there  is  a  prospect  of  the  water  getting  down  ana 
clearing  by  next  week,  and  if  we  gat  no  more  rain  there 
should  be  some  good  sport  had  amongst  the  trout  on 
March  2,  the  opening  day.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Ciun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  coloured  and  high,  and  no  fishing  done  ia 
thera  of  late. — S.  Li'DLOw. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — This  part  has  been  visited  witl) 
some  very  changeable  weather  of  late,  which  has  quite 
stopped  fishing  for  some  days.  Last  week  heavy  snow  fell, 
covering  the  ground  6in.  to  8in.,  and  on  Friday  heavy  rai^ 
set  in,  causing  the  snow  to  melt,  and  the  river  soon  begMj 
to  change  colour  and  rise,  and  on  Sunday  was  in  flooiP 
It  is  still  muddy  and  high  and  full  of  snow  water,  but  i« 
slowly  going  down  and  cleiring,  and  if  the  weather  keepa 
fine  sport  should  be  had  when  trout  come  in  next  week.— 
Worcester.  -M 
Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).  —  Tin 
trout  season  opened  here  on  Feb.  15,  but  on  that  day  su! 
since  the  river  has  been  in  flood.    Several  nios  baskets 
trout  have  been  caught  with  the  worm.    To  all  app9fti^ 
ance  we  have  had  one  of  the  best  spawning  seasons  for  Ig 
great  number  of  years.   The  salmon  have  now  all  gonf 
back  to  the  sea,  with  tha  exception  of  the  few  the  poaoueI| 
had  and  a  few  which  died  of  disease. — Pontsenny. 

Witham,  810.  (Mid-Iilnoolnshlr«).— There  is  veij 
little  to  report  in  the  way  of  fishing  in  the  Withaiq 
district.  "The  snow  fall  was  exceptic  nally  heavy,  and  ths 
waters  have  been  very  much  out  of  condition  since  the 
thaw.  Perhaps  next  week  the  river  will  be  in  trim,  buti^ 
seems  likely  that  anglers  for  the  remainder  of  the  season 
will  have  to  look  to  the  tributaries  for  their  bottom  flsbioft 
Among  these  the  Baiu  is  the  best.  The  waters  run  dow^ 
rapidly,  and  sport  is  resumed  quickly  after  a  thaw.  AbOTt 
Ooniiingaby  are  the  best  reaches,  and  tickets  may  be  had 
from  Mr.  Pinder,  Fulsby  Mill ;  Mr.  Green,  of  Kirkbf 
Mill,  and  several  farmersabout  Red  Mill  Bridge,  Haltham. 
The  Slenford  Oi  nil,  between  Cobbler's  Look  and  Dog^ 
dyke,  is  another  good  reach,  some  three  miles  long.  Pike 
fishing  will  be  more  lively  by  the  end  of  this  week.-r^t. 
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Wye  (Bnilth  Wells). — River  high  with  enow  water ; 
will  cot  be  in  order  for  a  week  or  so. — W.  B.  Roberts. 
Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Derwent,  Oate,  fto. 

(Torksliire). — "  Despert  weather!  Deepert  weather!" 
excJaimed  a  DaJesinan  I  met  the  other  day,  "  I  don't 
kiio<v  'at  ISver  seed  so  mich  snaw  fall,  or  sike  auful  drifts 
and  sa  mich  damage  done  in  sa  lile  timei'  my  life."  In 
syttpathising  with  him,  and  acknowledging  that  it  had 
indeed  been  a  sad  time  of  late  for  the  Dale  farmers,  he 
continued  :  "  Itbesbeen  a  sair  time,  'avarra  sair  time,  an' 
we've  noane  deean  we  it  yet !  T'  papers  is  full  o'  nowt 
bit  disaster.  Disaster  by  sea,  an'  disaster  by  land.  But 
I  reckon  its  been  as  bid  aboot  here  as  onywhere ;  an' 
we've  noane  deean  we  it  yet,  I  can  tell  ye !  Ther'.s  a 
bonny  seet  o'  snaw  up  t'  dale.  A  man  at  dee'd  up 
Coverdale,  and  ooght  to  have  been  buried  on  Saturday, 
oonldn'tL  be  getten  t'  churchyard  afore  yesterday  (Tues- 
day) ;  and  I  heard  tell  of  a  corpse  i'  Swaledale  that 
ondn't  be  kept  na  langer,  and  as  it  was  impossible  to  tak 
'im  by  t'  roads  they  hed  t'  hug  'im  through  t'  fields  miles 
aboot,  best  way  tha  oud  l  It  hes  been  terrible  !  Oh,  yea, 
it's  b3en  as  bad  aboot  here  as  onywhere.  They  caan't  get 
inta  Nidderdale  fra  Coverdale ;  inta  Caverdale  fra 
Wharfedale  ;  or  fra  Wensleydale  inta  Swaledale ;  and 
tbey  winnat  be  able  to  cut  t'  roads  for  some  time,  I  can 
tell  ye."  It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  snow  which  fell  all  through  Yorkshire  on 
the  10th  and  11th  inat.,  and  that  of  the  extraordinary  fall 
of  last  Thursday,  still  remains  up  the  higher  hills.  The 
sharp  night  frosts  we  have  bad  prevented  a  sudden  thaw, 
and  although  enough  snow  has  melted  under  the  power- 
fnl  rajs  of  the  sun  to  keep  the  Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe, 
and  Sidi  bankful,  the  inhabitants  of  those  valleys  have  up 
to  now  been  spared  inconvenience  and  loss  from  floods  to 
add  to  their  previous  losses  from  the  effects  of  the  blizzard. 
Many  of  the  villages  have  been  isolated  from  each  other, 
and  those  having  the  advantage  of  a  telegraph  o£Bc9  are 
still  unable  to  commnoijate  with  the  outside  world  owing 
to  the  great  devaftition  the  storm  mide  amongst  the 
telegraph  wires,  poles,  &o.,  and  the  mail  carts  have  had 
great  difficulty  in  reaching  their  destinations ;  iu  some 
instances  they  are  unable  up  to  now  to  get  through  at  all. 
The  high  state  of  the  rivers  I  have  named  is  flooding  the 
Onse.  Laat  night  there  were  over  10ft.  at  York,  and  the 
water  was  slowly  rising.  The  walks  on  the  river  banks 
are  submerged,  and  the  cellars  of  some  of  the  premises 
near  the  river  have  been  inundated.  Should  it  rise  much 
higher  considerable  inconvenience  will  be  caused  by  the 
water  invading  houses  in  the  low-lying  portions  of  the 
city,  ae  was  the  case  in  1892.  As  a  result  of  the  rapidly 
melting  snow  on  the  wolds  and  moors  the  Eye  and 
Derwent  were  in  full  flood  on  Tuesday.  It  is  some 
years  since  the  flood  water  has  been  as  high  in  this 
district  as  it  was  last  night,  and  the  Derwent  is 
still  rising — rising  at  an  alarming  rate,  too.  The 
register  now  marks  nearly  lift,  of  "fresh,"  and  the 
waters  are  rushing  in  turbulent  volume  at  the  arches  of 
the  old  county  bridge.  Yesterday  afternoon  Ryedale  and 
the  Mariahes  were  like  a  vast  inland  lake,  and  the  melting, 
snow  and  rain  promises  to  extend  the  flood  still  further 
The  Rye  and  its  tributaries  are  choked,  but  the  Derwent 
has  takeu  the  flood  waters  more  easily  than  in  the  old 
days  prior  to  the  cleaning  of  the  banks  and  lowering  the 
old  dam  here.  -  List  night's  sharp  frost  will,  however, 
check  the  melting  snow,  and  it  is  hoped  the  water  will 
goon  subside.  Several  hundreds  of  acres  of  land  are 
flooded  by  the  overflow  of  the  river  Aire  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Haddesley,  and  the  land  adjacent  to  the  Selby 
dam  is  under  water  to  a  great  extent.  The  district 
through  which  the  river  Derwent  runs  presents  the 
appearance  of  a  sea.  Of  course  angling  is  out  of  the 
question  at  present,  and  the  prospects  poor  for  a  renewal 
of  coarse  fishing  before  the  season  comes  to  a  close. 
During  the  week  the  Lseds  anglers  have  assisted  at 
social  functions  in  connection  with  the  Bnrley 
Waltonians  and  the  Prince  Arthur  Club.  Both  were 
f  vary  pleasant  and  successful  gatherings.  I  had  lost  sight 
of  a  much  valued  correspondent  for  some  time,  I  often 
wondered  what  had  become  of  him.  He  was  a  keen 
sportsman  as  well  as  angler,  and  such  a  crack  shot  that  I 
thought  he  was  "  off  to  the  front,"  however,  a  letter  from 
him  turned  up  this  morning  headoJ,  "  Midway  on  Kettle 
Eiver.Bonndary  Creek.British  Columbia, "in  which  he  says, 
"  Why  don't  you  get  your  nose  off  the  grindstone  if  there 
is  any  of  that  organ  left,  and  come  out  here  and  take  a 
long  holiday  r  If  you  will  only  come  I  will  gillie  you  and 
fhow  you  some  fishing  worth  talking  and  writing  about. 
J  arrived  here  last  May,  and  I  came  to  stay.  I  am  more 
than  satiffied  with  this  great  country ;  you  have  more 
liberty  and  freedom ,  yon  can  fish  to  your  heart's  content 
in  either  river  or  lake  ;  any  amount  of  shooting  in  the  way 
of  small  game,  &c.,  and,  if  you  are  tired  of  them,  yon  can 
sboulder  your  lifle  and  strike  into  the  mountaina  in  any 
direction,  kill  deer  or  bear,  or  whatever  you  come  across ; 
there  is  no  one  to  tell  yon  you  are  tre-^passing.  I  know 
how  yon  trout  fishermen  value  the  blue  hawk  for  fly 
dretsing  ;  I  am  therefore  sending  you  some  ekins,  with 
other  feathers  of  value,  for  trout  and  salmon  flies.  I'll 
keep  on  collecting  for  yon,  but  come,  come,  come  !  "  Oh, 
that  1  could  !  -J.  E.  MiLf/ER,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
10,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Ayr  (Anilba'&lc). — The  river  Ayr  has  been  icebound 
for  eome  time,  and  is  again  clear.  The  ice  on  some  parts 
was  over  7in.  thick,  and  it  broke  up  on  the  morning  of 
Feb.  16.  It  must  have  done  considerable  damage  to  the 
spawning  beds  coming  down  in  the  quantitiea  it  did. 
There  haa  been  little  or  no  grayling  fishing  this  winter. 
Water  should  be  in  trim  for  grayling  fishing  in  a  day  or  so 
if  weather  remains  settled.  The  season  on  this  river 
opened  on  Feb.  11,  but  no  takes  have  been  reported  as  yet 
owing  to  onfavonrable  weather.— T.  D.  B, 


Deveron  (BanfTahire).— For  more  than  a  week  this 
river  has  been  full  of  snow  and  ice,  and  the  nets  have  been 
almost  unworkable.  Since  the  end  of  last  week  the  fisher- 
men have  not  killed  a  fish.  Shortly  after  the  opening  of 
the  season,  when  the  nets  were  got  into  position  at  the 
different  stations,  the  weather  beoxme  stormy,  and  all  the 
nets  along  the  coast  wrecked.  In  the  middle  of  this  week 
the  sea  was  running  exceedingly  high,  and,  although  the 
weather  should  settle  soon,  it  will  take  the  fishermen  some 
time  before  the  nets  can  be  taken  ashore  and  new  ones  put 
in  their  place,  so  that  there  is  little  or  no  prospect  of  any- 
thing being  done  at  the  fishing  this  week.  In  the  end  of 
last  week  a  box  of  salmon  (the  first  for  this  season),  weigh- 
ing over  lowt.,  was  consigned  from  the  fishings  at 
Garden  stown  to  the  market. — H.  W. 

Foyers  Hotel  (Lochuess,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch- 
ness  on  Monday,  Feb.  13,  Mr.  Alister  M'Gregor  killed  one 
salmon,  weighing  121b.  On  Wednesday,  Feb.  15,  Miss 
Tilston  got  a  salmon,  741b.  ;  Mr.  Day,  one,  191b. ;  and 
Mr.  R.  Thom,  Annan,  one  trout,  51b.— S.  Tilston. 

n'orth-East  of  Scotland.— The  weather  has  com- 
pletely spoiled  the  opening  weeks  of  the  season.  Storm 
has  succeeded  storm,  and  what  attempts  have  been  made 
at  angling  have  been  done  under  the  most  adverse  ciroum- 
stancas  conceivable.  On  the  Dee,  where  the  ics  could  be 
broken  and  a  cast  made,  fish  have  been  found,  and  a  good 
head  of  fine  spring  fish  are  known  to  be  in  the  pools  all 
the  way  up  to  BaUater.  On  the  lower  reaches  a  good  few 
anglers  were  out  on  Saturday  and  again  on  Monday, 
when  the  river  rose  a  good  few  inches,  but  since  then 
nothing  but  a  succession  of  blinding  storms  has  been 
experienced.  On  the  Woodend  water,  John  Mortimer 
creeled  five  fresh  run  beauties  for  Mr.  Joliffs,  scaling  71b., 
81b.,  8lb.,  91b.,  and  9|Ib.,  and  two  on  Saturday,  of  71b.  and 
71b. ;  while  John  Nicoll  had  one  of  81b.  for  Mrs.  Pickering 
on  the  Lodge  water,  and  James  Sheriffs  one  of  9ilb.  on 
Mr.  Deverell's  Dess  water;  Sandy  Ross  had  two  on 
Friday  on  the  upper  Blackball  section,  making  four  fish 
for  the  opening  week,  of  61b.,  61b.,  71b.,  and  81b. ;  while 
Mr.  Sandison's  guests  had  two  on  the  Aboyne  Hotel 
waters,  and  Mr.  Millar's  party  one  of  19 Jib.  on  the 
Ballater  reaches.  Mr.  Russell  had  intended  being  on  the 
(xlentana  water,  which  he  has  for  the  first  month  ;  but  up 
till  Monday  it  was  impossible  to  cut  the  ice,  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  better  part  of  Mr.  Russell's  time  will  be 
lost  on  this  water  unless  a  change  sets  in  soon,  of  which 
there  is  little  or  no  indications  as  yet.  It  is  five  years 
sinca  a  similar  storm  was  experienced  on  the  opening 
days. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — Another  severe  snowstorm  pra- 
vailed  on  Friday  morning  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
With  the  thaw  that  followed  the  rivers  began  to  rise  in 
flood,  and  the  ica,  which  had  bound  the  rivers  for  a  week, 
broke  up  with  a  loud  noise.  At  the  time  of  writing  all  the 
streams  are  in  flood  and  full  of  melted  snow.— Heatheb- 

BELL. 

Tay. — The  Tay  during  the  past  ten  days  has  been  very 
low,  and  on  account  of  the  cold  and  stormy  weather  and 
floating  ice  few  anglers  hive  ventured  on  the  river. 
During  the  last  day  or  two,  however,  the  river  has  got 
into  better  ply,  and  fair  sport  haa  been  got.  The  river  is 
full  of  fish,  and  with  better  weather  first  rate  sport  should 
be  got.  Fishing  on  Stanley  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  H.  P. 
HoTford's  boatman  caught  six  fish,  weighing  961b.,  largest 
291b.  This  brings  up  the  total  to  twenty-three  caught  on 
the  baat  since  the  opening  of  the  fishing.  On  Bdradynate 
water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Stewart  Robertson's  keeper 
caught  three  new  run  salmon,  weighing  211b.,  161b.,  and 
141b. ;  and  on  Murthly  water,  on  same  day,  Mv.  W.  A. 
Rae  landed  two  clean  fish.  The  nets  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  river  are  doinj  well. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  (co.  Cork).— River  in  fairly  high  flood  for 
pist  week.  A  few  silmon  have  been  landed,  and  a  good 
number  have  been  reported  as  passad  over  the  weirs. 

Bann  (Toomebridgfe,  co.  Antrim).— This  noted 
river  opens  on  Thursday  next  for  trout  fishing  only,  as 
like  the  majority  of  the  Antrim  and  Derry  rivers,  spring 
salmon  do  not  run  up  it.  The  water  is  much  about  the 
usual  winter  level.  There  is  snow  on  the  mountains  yet. 
The  same  day  the  season  opens  on  its  tributaries,  the 
Maine,  Moyola,  Upper  Bann,  &o.  The  past  spawniog 
season  was  reckoned  a  good  one  so  far  as  the  numbers  of 
fish  on  the  redds  were  concerned,  and  they  were  well 
looked  after  by  the  water  biiliffs  and  special  men  of  the 
Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery  Company. — J.  A.  B, 

Belfast. — Sport  is  still  hanging  back  on  the  rivers 
open  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Except  on  the  Bush, 
there  is  no  salmon  fishing  yet,  and  trouting  is  almost  use- 
less owing  to  the  very  sharp  nightly  frosts.  The  rivers  are 
higher  and  full  of  snow  water.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the 
weather  is  warmer,  and  a  milder  era  apparently  im- 
minent.— J.  A.  B. 

Blaokwater  (co.  Cork).— Except  on  the  Careysville 
Fishery,  salmon  angling  has  not  been  as  good  as  it  should 
be.  However,  the  weather  has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  it, 
as  the  river  has  been  rather  flooded.  Anglers  are  looking 
forward  to  better  sport  during  the  coming  week. — W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Blackwater  (Permoy).— Since  the  season  opsned 
Mr.  Hamilton-Stubber,  D.L.,  has  had  fair  success,  killing 
over  a  score  fish  on  hia  preservea,  the  heaviest  scaling  331b. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).— No  angling  of  any  note 
has  been  done  on  this  river  during  the  past  week  owing  to 
the  frost.  A  thaw  set  in  on  Feb.  16,  and  in  consequence  the 
river  has  been  much  discoloured  and  unfishable  owing  to 
the  melting  snow.  At  time  of  writing  the  river  is  getting 
into  good  fishing  order  again,  although  a  keen  frost  has 
returned.  Several  salmon  have  been  taken  in  the  box 
fishery,  and  a  good  many  salmon  are  passing  through  the 
river  to  Lough  Melvin.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 


Cork  Rivers.— Spoit  on  a  couple  of  days  hee  been 
fair,  hut  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  it  has  been 
very  dull  in  consequence  of  very  unfavourable  weather  and 
the  presence  of  enow  broth  in  all  the  rivers.  The  prospects 
for  the  coming  week  are  much  improved.— T.  J.  D. 

Kerry  Kivers. — Sport  last  week  has  been  generally  of 
a  backward  description  on  all  the  Kerry  rivers  open  for 
anglirg.  The  weather,  however,  has  been  very  inclement, 
and  all  waters  contained  much  snow  broth,  which  spoiled 
chances  of  sport.  The  prospects  are  letter  for  the  next 
few  days.--T.  J.  D. 

Iiee  (CO.  Cork).— We  have  at  last  got  rid  of  the  snow 
and  frosts,  and  for  past  week  have  had  some  very  welcome 
rain,  which  has  put  the  river  into  very  nice  order,  and 
some  good  sport  has  been  had.  At  Carrigrohane,  Capt. 
Pennant,  COth  Rifles,  101b. ;  F.  H.  Bass,  101b. ;  E. 
Murphy,  7Jlb.,  lOJlb.,  10|lb.,  111b.;  J.  McAuliff,  81b. ; 
Mr.  Gray,  9JIb.  At  Castlelynoh,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  on  the 
18th  inst  ,  three,  91b.,  lOlb.,  11  Jib.  At  Coachford, 
Saml.  Haynes,  12Ib.  At  Carrigadrohid,  Mrs.  St.  Leger 
Carter,  on  the  17th  inst.,  91b.,  131b.,  121b.  ;  Mr.  F.  Leader, 
lljlb.  On  Warren's  Court,  J.  A.  .Jameson,  lOlb.,  lUb.— 
W.  Hayne-s  and  Son. 

Iiongli  Mask  and  Corrib.— Frost  and  snow  has 
disappeared,  and  trout  fishing  much  improved  for  the 
past  two  days.  A  fine  trout  in  grand  condition  was 
caught  (trolling)  on  the  18th  inst.  (bait  Brown  Phantom), 
by  Rev.  Richard  Waters,  turning  the  f  oile  at  8Jlb.  Other 
anglers  are  making  nice  baskets  on  the  fly  and  worm. 
Pike  fishers  have  hid  a  good  time  of  it,  several  landed 
from  121b.  to  201b.  since  last  report.- T.  A.  J. 

Ziough  Melvin  (Kinlough  end).— The  severe  frosts 
and  snowstorms  of  past  few  weeks  has  been  broken  up  by 
a  very  mild  thaw,  and  is  now  succeeded  by  soft,  genial 
spring  weather,  inducing  local  anglers  to  try  the  mood 
and  condition  of  the  trout.  Results  have  proved  fairly 
satisfactory  for  the  early  time  of  the  season.  Probably 
owing  to  the  mild  winter  gillaroo  trout  are  in  a  very 
advanced  state  of  condition,  but  some  weaks  more  must 
elapse  before  angling  will  be  in  full  swing. — P. 
Gallagher. 

Lon(;h  Neagh. — The  pollen  fisheries  are  steadily 
improving.  Demand  is  good,  and  prices  fair.  All  the 
tributaries  of  the  lough  open  for  trout  fishing  on  March  1. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  iMonghB  Conn  and  Callen  (Balliua,  co. 

Mayo). — Since  my  last  report  the  weither  has  become 
mild  and  warm,  and  the  snow  has  all  disappeared;  con- 
sequently the  river  will  be  in  good  order  in  a  few  days. 
The  run  of  fish  at  the  salmon  weirs  is  still  good.  Trout 
anglers  are  having  good  sport  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
river.  The  best  take  for  one  day  fell  to  Mr.  DuUon, 
killing  twenty-three,  largest  21b.,  and  landing  four  kelte. 
Loughs  still  very  high. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe).— After 
nearly  a  fortnight  of  frost  and  snow  a  rapid  thaw  has  set 
in,  and  so  soon  as  the  snow  broth  disappears  we  expact 
that  sport  will  improve.  During  the  week  the  itev. 
Mervjn  Archdall,  Chaplain  to  the  Forces,  fishing  my 
preserves,  killed  a  springer,  and  lost  two  others  through 
the  hold  giving  way.  Major  Traherne  and  friends  will,  I 
believe,  arrive  about  April  1  for  the  salmon  fishing.  Mr 
W.  Young,  D.L.,  and  party,  Brocklay  Park,  Stradbally, 
are  expected  on  April  23.  and  will  remain  until  May  31. 
Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Martin,  the  Upper  Hall,  Ledbury,  will  fish 
a  portion  of  Major  Traherne's  preserves  during  April  and 
May. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— A  return  of  milder 
weather  with  a  good  fall  of  rain  has  melted  away  the 
snow.  The  river  has  risen  considerably,  but  is  again 
settling  down  to  a  nice  height.  On  Doonas,  Mr.  J. 
Enright  killed  a  salmon  131b.  on  Feb.  17.— J.  Eneight 
and  Son. 

Tyrone  Rivers.— Angling  opens  on  the  Ballinderry 
and  Blackwater  cn  Thursday  next  for  trouting,  as 
salmon  do  not  visit  them  till  June  or  beginnirg  of  July. 
Both  livers  are  pretty  high  and  getting  rid  of  the  snow 
water.  Trout  have  been  noticed  rising  in  the  Ballinderry 
at  midday  since  the  weather  improved. — J.  A,  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Glenlongh  (Sneem).— Fine  sport  has  been  had 
during  the  past  week  at  hake,  ling,  and  cod.  On  Tuesday 
four  hand-lines  had  twenty-seven  ling,  fifteen  hake,  and 
forty-four  pollack  in  about  six  hours.  The  weather  at 
time  of  writing  has  shown  considerable  improvement,  and 
the  outlook  for  the  nest  few  days  is  very  good.  Gurnard 
and  whiting  are  giving  some  sport  seawards. — T.  J.  D. 

Flynionth, — The  usual  fishing  is  to  ba  had  when  the 
weather  suits ;  but  we  have  baen  favoured  with  a  small 
blizzard,  followed  by  floods,  which  hive  caused  a  lot  of 
fresh  water  to  come  down  the  estuaries.  This  drives  the 
fish  to  the  ground  at  deep  water,  therefore  the  sport  has 
not  been  so  good.  The  herrings  have  taken  themselves 
off,  and  mullet  are  not  so  plentiful,  but  flit  fish  are  on  the 
feed.  Dabs  are  in  best  conditic  n  froai  February  to  April. 
They  spawn  about  the  end  of  May  or  the  middle  of  June. 
We  now  in  this  month  look  out  for  the  mackerel.  They 
begin  to  make  their  appearance  at  the  end  of  the  month, 
and  are  generally  then  in  fine  condition.  In  former  years 
the  fishermen  never  used  to  seek  for  them  before  March 
or  April  on  the  south-west  coast,  but  lately  the  mackerel 
seiners  commence  their  operations  much  earlier,  and,  as  a 
rule,  are  well  rewarded  for  thtif  piins.  —  William 
Heaeder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Foxtmagee. — Very  good  sport  continues  to  be  had  at 
and  around  this  station  at  cod,  hake,  pollack,  and  ling. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Scarborough. — The  first  of  two  competitions  for  a 
valuable  oil  painting,  given  by  Mr.  D.  Fish  (one  of  the 
vice-presidents),  of  Ye  Olde  No.  11  Hotel,  took  place  on 
Saturday  afternoon  last,  the  ground  being  from  the  north 
end  of  the  Far  Pier  to  Lady's  Dock  on  the  North  Side, 


1 


132 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[Febrtjaet  24,  1900 


The  weather  and  water  were  very  favourable  for  good 
sport,  and  upwards  of  twenty  rods  turned  out.  Two  of 
the  members  were  very  unfortunate,  one  lasing  a  heavy 
fish  owing  to  its  becoming  entangled  with  a  line  which 
had  been  lost  by  one  of  the  fishermen,  and  the  other  got 
bis  fish  (181b.  to  201b.)  half-way  np  the  wall  of  the  new 
drive  when  his  line  was  cut  by  the  edge  of  the  coping.  The 
following  was  the  result  of  the  weigh-in  :  First,  J.  W. 
Whitworth,  one  cod,  111b.  6oz. ;  second,  A.  Estill,  one 
cod,  "lb.  lloz.;  third,  J.  Bastiman,  one  cod,  4lb.  GJoz.  ; 
fourth,  C.  Grant,  one  cod,  31b.  7oz.  The  second  com- 
petition takes  place  on  the  same  ground  cn  Saturday  next. 
The  member  taking  the  aggregate  weight  in  the  two 
matches  wins  the  painting,  'ihe  final  match  of  the  winter 
season  takes  place  on  the  same  ground  on  Shrove  Tuesday 
afternoon. — H.  CnNLiFFE. 

Valentia. — Though  the  weather  has  been  very  un- 
favourable sport  has  bsen  of  a  good  description  in  many 
sheltered  localities,  the  fish  had  being  principally  hake, 
ling,  cod,  and  spring  pollack.  Weather  now  milder. — 
T.  J.  D.   

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
March  2  : 


Scarborough  ,„„. 

Yarmoath   , 

Lowestoft  ,.,„„„ 

Aldeburgh  .,  

Harwich  

Sontbend,  Sheer-) 
ness,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-'* 
atairs.  <fe  Kams-> 
gate.  > 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  . 


Eistbourno  and) 
Brighton.  / 

Newhaven   

Bborebam  and) 
Soulhwick  > 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  iBland) 

Plymouth   


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

in. 

Fri. 

a.m. 
10.46 
p.m. 
11.30 

a.m. 

p.m. 

0.23 

a  m. 
0  55 
p  m. 
1.32 

a.m. 
2.  C 
pm. 

2.35 

a.m. 

3.  3 
p  m 

3.28 

a.m. 

3.50 
pm. 
4.16 

am 

4.32 
p  m 
4.54 

3.  7 
3.46 

4.28 
5.10 

5.50 
6  28 

7.  3 
7.32 

7.57 
8.20 

8.43 
9.  6 

9.29 
9.51 

3.49 
4.28 

.5.10 
5.52 

6.32 
7.10 

7.46 
8.14 

8.39 
9.  2 

9.25 
9.48 

10.11 
10.34 

4.38 
5.  2 

5.59 
6.41 

7.21 
7.59 

8.34 
9.  3 

9.28 
9.51 

10.13 

10  37 

10.59 
11.22 

5.47 
6.26 

7.13 
8.  2 

8.44 

9.23 

9  57 
10  28 

10.55 
11.19 

11.42 

0.  5 
0.27 

6  43 
7.24 

8.10 
8.57 

9.42 
10.21 

10.55 
11.25 

11.50 

0  13 
0.35 

0  57 
1.19 

5.42 

6.21 

7.  5 

7.53 

8.39 
9.17 

9.51 
10  23 

10.51 
11.14 

11.36 
11..58 

0.20 

6.11 
5.50 

6.30 
7.13 

7.65 
S  32 

9.  4 

9.32 

9.58 
10.21 

10.44 
11.  9 

11.34 

4.50 

5.29 

6  10 
6.53 

7.35 
8.12 

8  43 

9  12 

9.38 
10.  1 

10.24 
10.48 

11  14 

1L39 

5.20 
5  57 

6..38 
7.21 

8.  3 
8.20 

9.12 
9.40 

10.  6 
10.29 

10  52 
11.17 

11.42 

■  5.25 
6.10 

7.  0 
7.48 

8.31 
9.  4 

9.32 
9.56 

10  20 
10.42 

11.  4 
11.25 

11.47 

5  36 

6  14 

6.-55 
7.38 

8.20 
8.57 

9.34 
9.57 

10  23 
10.45 

11.  9 
n.34 

11.58 

5.41 
C.25 

7.11 

7.55- 

8,37 
9.14 

9  47 
10.  U 

10  38 
11.  1 

11  24 
11.46 

0.  8 

0.  5 

0.  51 

1,  -39 

2.24 

3.  5 

3.42 
4.14 

4.41 
5.  7 

6.31 
5.55 

6.18 
6.41 

sr.   HELEN'S  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  above  Eooiety  held  their  annual  dinner  recently  at 
the  Gotham  Arms  Hotel.  There  was  a  good  attendance 
of  members.  After  dinnc  r  the  chair  was  occupied  by  the 
president,  Mr.  E.  G.  Brook,  and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr. 
F.  A.  R.  Neill.  The  chairman,  in  proposing  the  toast  cf 
"  Her  Ms  jesty  and  the  Royal  Family,"  remarked  that  the 
entire  nation  must  feel  deep  sympathy  for  her  in  the  loss 
of  80  many  of  her  brave  men.  The  entire  company  then 
sang  the  National  Anthem.  After  congratulating  the 
members  on  being  present  in  such  good  numbers,  the 
chairman  gave  the  neit  toast,  "  The  St.  Helen's  Angling 
AsEociation  and  Kindred  Societies,"  and  this  was  ably 
responded  to  by  Mr.  Joseph  Booth,  who  commented  on 
the  prosperous  condition  of  the  society,  &c.  He  was 
pleastd  to  say  the  Liverpool  Club  still  kept  a  warm 
welcome  for  the  8t.  Helen's  Club,  The  toast  of  the 
"  Army,  Navy,  and  Volunteers  "  was  very  ably  proposed 
by  Mr.  li.  H.  Dorie.  and  supported  by  Mr.  F.  A.  R.  Neill. 
"  The  Preeident,  Vice-Pref idents,  and  Patrons"  was 
responded  to  by  Mr.  R.  G.  Brook  in  a  very  happy  speech  ; 
and  "  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  "  by  Mr.  F.  A.  ii. 
Neill.  The  secretary,  in  responding  to  a  call,  urged  the 
members  to  take  every  advantage  of  the  great  concessions 
granted  by  the  railway  company.  He  also  said  it  was  a 
tact  that  angling  as  a  recreation  was  a  very  healthy  and 
inexpensive  one,  and  was  being  more  and  more  encouraged 
each  year,  and  numbered  some  of  the  greatest  and  best 
mtn  among  its  votaries.  The  "  Host  and  Hostess  "  was 
very  ably  proposed  V.<y  Mr.  John  Gerrard,  who  praised  the 
catering  very  highly.  In  the  early  part  of  the  proceedings 
Mr.  J.  K.  W.  Chattcrton  was  presented  with  an  enlarged, 
coloured,  and  bandiomely-framed  photograph  of  himself. 
This  was  given  to  the  club  as  a  prize  for  the  best  aggregate 
in  ti  R  contests  cf  the  year,  by  Mr.  (Jeorge  Griflin,  photo- 
grapher, and  the  presentation  was  made  by  tlio  president. 
Several  recitations  were  given  by  Mr.  Twiit  in  a  good 
style,  also  a  couple  of  readirga  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Seddon,  and 
eorig)  by  Meesra.  0.  Thompson,  J.  liaker,  and  G. 
Scoit,  &o. 


OiiiKNTAL  Books  formerly  l««u8d  by  W.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
i/ubllnhed  by  HumpKon  Low,  Maraton  and  Co.,  Llmltod,  bt. 
buriHtan'H  Iloutte,  Fetter-lane,  London,  PabllabcrH  to  the  India 
ODlco.— A  Catai.oouk  of  these  Text  Books,  Claim  HooUb,  UIb- 
torins,  and  Indian  Qovemmftlt  Publlcatlonn  can  be  bad  on 
appllfcatlon 


Jingling  ^ixtuxe^. 


Febxnary  25. 

Alma  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Amicable  Brothers :  Outing  to  Hatfield  Peveril, 

Amicable  Waltonians  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

Battersea  Piscatorials :  Match. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Roving  competition. 

Blaokfriars  :  Outing  to  Palborough, 

Bloomsbury  Brothers :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Central  Pinsbury  :  Roving  match. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Reading. 

Collingwood  :  Outing  to  Hampton  Court, 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Duke  of  Norfolk :  Lapsed  prize  outing.- 

Elgin  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Match  at  Ware. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Great  Marlow, 

Lincoln  :  Match  at  Taplow. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Match  at  Eye  House. 

Original  Clerkenwell :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

Perseverance  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Phoenix  :  Match  at  Hampton, 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Pangbourne, 

South  Bermondsey :  Annual  punt  outing. 

Stepney  :  Match  at  Ware, 

Sundial :  Outing, 

Wellington  :  Match  at  Datchet. 

West  Ham  Brothers :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

West  London  :  Roving  competition. 
February  26. 

Crown  and  Buckland  ;  Visit, 

Mitre  Brothers  :  F.  O.  Tobacco  Fund  concert, 

North-East  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Perseverance  :  A.B.S,  concert, 
February  27. 

Mildmay :  Annual  dinner. 

Original  Clerkenwell :  Visit,  « 
February  28. 

Izaak  Walton  ;  Benefit  concert. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Competition. 

White  Hart :  Visit. 
March  1. 

Limehouse  Piscatorials  :  "Cinderella"  dance. 


March  4. — Cambridge  Friendly  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 

-Canning  Town  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
•Cobden  :  Match  at  Henley. 
-Dalston  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
■Dibdin :  Outing. 

■Golden  Barbel :  Match  at  Cookham, 
■Good  Intent :  Match  at  Pangbourne, 
■Harlesden  :  Match  at  Cookham, 
■Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
-Spread  Eagle  :  Match  at  Sunbury, 
-Stratford  :  Match  at  Walton, 
-Twickenham  Piscatorials  :  Lapsed  prize  outing, 
-Walthamstow   Brothers  :    Outing  to  Brox- 

bourne, 
■Golden  Barbel :  Visit. 

-Liverpool   Central   Association  :   Cup  com- 
petition. 

-Oglander  :  Concert  and  lantern  lecture  by  Mr. 

W.  J.  Wade, 
-Cambridge  Friendly  :  Match  at  Henley. 
-Elgin  ;  Outing  to  Langley, 
-Islington  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Lea, 
-Stratford  :  Match  at  Broxbourne. 
-West   Ham  Brothers :    Match  at  Hatfield 

Peverel, 
-Albion  Brothers :  Visit, 
-St.  John's  :  "  Cass  "  concert. 
-Walthamstow  Brothers :  Benefit  concert, 
-Serapis  :  F.  O.  Tobacco  Fund  concert, 
-A.B.S.  :  Competition  on  the  Lea. 
-Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner, 
-^ath  Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  dinner. 


ll.^ 
11.^ 
11.- 
11.^ 

11.  ^ 

12.  - 
12." 
U.- 
]5.^ 

18.  - 

19.  ^ 

20.  - 


lepotts  team  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  mast 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Timraday 
Eveniuflf.  Address  "Editor  Fi.shing  Gauette,  St. 
Duiistan/s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "Club 
Retort"  outside  envelope. 


AuglevB'  BeneTolent  Society,  —  Since  my  last 
report  i  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of 
£C  7s., Walthamstow  Brothers;  £4  lOs.,  Duke  of  Norfolk  ; 
and  ,t;3,  Elgin  Angling  Societies,  from  their  donation  boxes, 

— R.  GnURNEY. 

Aufflers'  Association  (No.  2  District).— A  success- 
ful vibit  was  paid  to  tho  Islington  Brothers  A.S.  on  Fob.  19. 
At  IL.'iO  p.m  I  called  the  roll,  when  tho  following  clubs 
responded  :  Allason  United  Brothers,  Amicable  Waltonians, 
Brothers  Well  Met,  Crown  and  Buckland,  Islington 
Brothers,  North  London,  Original  Clerkenwell  Pit citorials, 
St.  John's,  Wenlock,  Bronipton,  Sundial,  Dukoof  Norfolk, 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers,  (Jreat  Northern  Brothers, 
Bloomsbury  Brothers.  TheA.B.  box  was  well  responded  to, 
and,  as  viMring  oIKcer,  I  thank  everyone.  My  next  visit 
will  be  duly  announced  in      G.  later.— Bun  Ahraiiamh. 

Anglers'  Association  INohth  anh  Nurtii-rast 
DiHTHii  t)  Visiting  List.— My  next  return  visit  goes  to 
the  White  Hart  A.ri.,  held  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel, 
Tottenham  Hale,  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  28,  when  I  hope  to 


see  a  grand  muster  of  anglers  and  friends.  Nearest 
stations :  Tottenham  Hale,  and  nine  minutes  from  Seven 
Sisters' station  (G.E.  Railway).— F.  R.  C,  La  Mono. 

Anglers'  Assaciation  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing Iiifct, — On  Feb.  13  a  most  enjoyable  return  visit  was 
given  to  the  Elgin  A.S.  Although  a  very  wet  night, 
eleven  clubs  were  represented.  "Their  A.B.S.  box  con- 
tained the  sum  of  £3.  The  next  visit  will  go  to  the  Goldei; 
Barbel  A  S.,  held  at  the  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Union-streel^ 
Middlesex  Hospital. — J.  Harris, 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Angling  Coj[| 
petition. — Since  my  last  report  I  have  the  pleasure  I 
announce  that  the  following  gentlemen  and  societies  hay 
promised  prizes:  Messrs.  B.  Williams  and  H.  Everett 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers;  Mr.  Gray,  The  Griffiij 
Clerkenwell-road,  B.C.;  Clissold  A.S.,  prize  valo 
lOs.  6d. ;  a  member  of  the  Clissold,  2s.  6d.;  Carter  an 
Co.  Limited,  St.  John-street,  jack  rod ;  Mr.  Martin 
Seymour-street,  a  prize ;  Messrs.  Peek  and  Son,  Gray'd 
inn-road,  a  rod ;  Mr.  Sparrow,  Micdle-row,  Goswell 
road,  a  winch  and  line;  Mr.  Hatton,  Cambridge  Heath! 
road,  trolling  and  spinning  rod  ;  Mr.  C.  Evans,  Green' 
street,  Bethnal  Green,  a  chub  rjd;  Mr.  J.  Eaton,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  a  prize  value  5s. ;  Dalston  A.S., 
a  pair  of  boots  to  measure,  value  lOs.  6d. ;  Mr.  Stevens, 
Rose  and  Crown,  St.  Margaret's,  a  prize.  I  also  have  tha 
pleasure  to  announce  that  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Company  will  run  a  special  train  on  March  18  from  Liver- 
pool-street,  at  9.0.  a.m.,  calling  at  Hackney  Downs  and 
Tottenham,  and  they  will  issue  a  cheap  ticket  at  excursion 
fare.  The  train  will  return  from  St,  Margaret's  at 
6.50.— S.  Malbt. 

Albion  Brothers  Angllngr  Society,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney. — Our  return  visit 
will  take  place  on  March  12.  The  two  prizes  left  to  be 
fished  off,  "go  where  they  choose";  bink  only.— H. 

HA.INES. 

Allason  United   Brothers  Angllnsf  Sooletiri 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uibridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
At  the  last  meeting  our  delegate  to  the  Anglers'  Association 
gave  bis  report.  Several  members  out  on  the  18th,  and 
some  who  were  out  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames 
came  bick  as  they  went — minus  fish.  Messrs.  Wheeler 
had  fish ;  Saunders  and  Ben  had  a  good  lot  of  dace,  Ac, 
Mr.  Malby  has  given  me  fifty  Anglers'  Benevolent  Lea 
Competition  tickets  for  sale.  Is.  each.  The  same  can  be 
had  at  my  shop  at  25,  Silver-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate. 
Every  shilling  helps  that  good  cause. — Bex  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Porta- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Feb.  18  the 
members  fished  a  competition  at  Sunbury  for  three  prizes, 
but  only  two  were  taken  as  follows :  Mr.  Drew,  jnn., 
first;  Mr.  Drew,  sen.,  second.  The  remaining  prize  will 
be  fished  for  (roving,  jack  barred)  on  Feb,  25,— J, 
Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Anglingf  Society,  George 
and  Dragon,  St,  John-street,  Clerkenwell. — On  Feb.  18 
several  members  were  out,  the  shows  of  fish  being  small, 
only  two  members  weighing-in — Mr,  Miller,  with  roach  ; 
and  Mr.  Nunn,  sen.,  with  roach  and  dace.  On  Feb.  25 
members  fish  for  prizes  at  Shepperton.  Will  members 
please  attend  next  Wednesday  evening  on  important 
business. — E.  R.  Embleton, 

Buttersea  Friendly  Angling  Sooiefey,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— I  beg  to  remind  members 
that  we  fish  an  open  roving  match  for  four  good  prizes  on 
Feb.  25. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  of  the  above 
will  fish  a  competition  for  six  prizes  on  Feb.  25  ;  conditions, 
roving ;  go  where  you  please,  but  not  to  leave  London 
until  after  six  o'clock  on  the  morning. — Alf  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  8.E. — Several  members  out  at  Pal- 
borough for  lapsed  prizes,  but  could  not  get  any  chance  of 
bringing  same  off  owing  to  flood.  Mr.  Merrygold  (saving 
us  from  a  blank)  had  a  nice  show  of  dace,  roach,  arid  ,iivck. 
Several  members  out  in  likely  districts  found  nothing  but 
floods.  Will  members  note  we  decide  place  for  March 
outing  next  Wednesday  ?  and  shall  be  pleased  to  see  a 
good  muster,  being  last  onting  of  season.  There  are  three 
prizes  to  fish  for  on  Feb.  25  at  Pulborough. — J,  Whekl- 
nousE, 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W:C.— On  Feb.  18  Mr  C. 
Davis  weighcd-in  roach.  We  fish  for  the  remaining  three 
quarterly  prizes  on  Feb.  25  at  Windsor,  from  Eton  Bridge 
to  Surly  Hall ;  main  stream  only  ;  usual  conditions.  — T». 
Patbrnostkr, 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Foni 
tain's  Abbey,  Praed-street,  W,— An  outing  will  take  pla^ 
at  Cookham  cn  March  I  (same  conditions  as, before) ; 
a  pegged-dowu  match  on  March  11,  at  Henley. — ^ 
Sutton. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  E.— Our  match  will  take  place  I 
Hatfield  Peverel  on  March  4. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Taver 
Westbourne  I'ark,  W. — Several  members  were  out  on  Fe'^ 
18th  last ;  only  two  succeeded  in  getting  fish— Mr.  Chalj 
man,  dace  ;  and  R.  I'igeum,  dace.— W.  B.  F. 


A  Dav  at  "'Ai'I'Y  'Ami\sii:,\d"  la  tborouphly  unjoyed  by  _ 
EaHt  Kiid  i  DOr,  as  ia  amply  provod  by  tbo  imnioiitio  crowd 
who  flock  there  ovory  Hunk  Holiday.    The  pure  air  and  bvocilL 
atmosphere  to  bo  found  on  tho  breezy  bei({hlR  of  llighsnti'  unfl 
lis  nciKlibouihood  cannot  fall  to  bonoflt  IhoHO  who  can  onl\ 
a  few  lioiirs  In  their  mliUt.    lIolldayB,  howover.  cannot  l  ^ 
enioyeil  by  those  pm-aons  who  are  HiilTering  from  di  ,1.' 
llollowJ.y'N  PillH  and  DInlnioul  can  HpocdIly  remove  this  draw- 
back to  i)leaBuro  if  a  Uir  trial  Is  only  iilforded  Ihcm.    As  a  cure 
lor  rhnuniatism,  gout,  fevers,  diarrhma,  disoases  of  the  sUin, 
Hcrofula,  ulcers,  sores,  burnt,  or  old  wounds,  they  are  beyond 
competition. 
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Central  Angling  Association,  Origmal  Priaoe  of 
Wales  Hotel,  13b,  Moas-streat,  Liverpool. — Oa  Mon- 
day last  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  headquarters, 
as  above.  The  first  outing  will  take  place  on  Thursday, 
March  8,  when  a  match  is  to  be  fished  at  Bangor-on-Dee. 
ntending  competitors  must  meet  on  the  10  a.m.  train 
from  Wrexham  to  Bangor  on  that  day.  This  match  will 
be  the  first  of  the  three  week-day  competitions  for  which 
Mr.  T.  E.  Lanoister  has  offered  the  handsome  challenge 
cup.  Mr.  Moore,  tackle  dealer,  Whiteohapel,  is  very 
kindly  showing  the  cup  in  his  window  for  a  few  weeks. 
The  next  meeting  of  the  association  will  be  at  the 
Salisbury  Hotel,  93,  Granton-road,  Everton,  on  Tuesday 
next  at  8  p.m. — George  W.  Haxn. 

Central  Finsbury  Angling  Society,  Albion 
House,  326,  City-road,  B.C. — Several  members  were  out 
on  Feb.  IS,  but  met  with  very  poor  success.  Mr.  Ivory 
had  a  roach  of  lib.  2oz.  from  the  Stort.  We  fish  a  roving 
competition  on  Feb.  25  ;  all  members  to  go  by  train  on 
the  morning.  Our  coaosrt  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  and  the 
Convalescent  Home  at  Pegwell  Bay,  judging  from  the 
attendance  (quite  600  being  present),  should  prove  a  great 
success.  Mr.  Wade's  lantern  lecture  delighted  the  com- 
pany, and  the  artists  who  volunteered  their  services  seemed 
to  do  likewise.  We  also  had  a  collection  for  the  A.B.S. , 
but  I  do  not  know  hDw  much  was  collected.  Shall  let 
you  know  nsxt  week.  Will  secretaries  please  forward  the 
moneys  for  the  programmes,  or  return  same  at  their  earliest 
convenience,  as  we  wish  to  hand  over  the  moneys  to  the 
two  different  institutions  as  soon  as  possible  ? — J.  Geou. 

ClaplMTn  Jnnctloa  Angling  Soclefy,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
Members  are  requested  not  to  forget  our  twelfth  day's 
outing  at  Beading,  on  Feb.  25,  for  eight  prizes.  Train 
from  Clapham  Junction,  8.45  ;  from  Beading,  7.45.  All 
to  ceaae  fishing  at  six  o'clock.  On  the  18th  inst.  Mr.  J. 
Thome  saved  this  society  from  having  a  blank.  Members 
who  have  not  taken  a  prize  during  season  kindly  attend 
next  Wednesday  to  arrange  prizes  for  a  consolation  match  ; 
also  locale  to  be  settled. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  wiU  be  to  the 
Original  Clerkenwell  A.S.,  held  at  the  Sutton  Arms, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  27, 
which  will  be  their  first  visit  on  this  list.  They  ought  to 
be  well  supported,  aa  they  are  good  visitors.  The  "  Cas  " 
concert  will  take  place  on  Monday,  March  12,  at  the 
Empress,  St.  John's-street-road,  the  headquarters  of  the 
St.  John's  A.S. — F.  Castell. 

Cobden  AsigUng  Society,  Eensal-road,  W.— The 
match  of  the  above  society  has  been  postponed  from 
the  25th  to  March  i.  Same  place  and  conditions. — 
T.  TwTiiAX. 

CoUingrwood  Angflingr  Sooiaty,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-aqnare,  Bla^kfriars-road,  S.B.  —  We  fish  our 
February  outing  on  the  25th  inst.  at  the  Recreation 
Ground,  Hampton  Court ;  two  rods ;  live  gudgeon  and 
minnoTTs  may  be  used  ;  all  other  usual  conditions.  Trains, 
Waterloo  7.50  to  Hampton  Station,  return  6.10  p.m.  Only 
been  three  shows  of  fish  lately  :  Messrs.  Ball,  Jarret,  and 
Els9y,  roach,  dace,  and  bream. — F.  P.  Sorge. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C. — Our  outing  on  Feb.  18  was  a 
great  success,  considering  the  weather  and  water  (of 
which  there  was  plenty).  Five  prizes  out  of  six  were 
taken,  and  the  following  were  the  winners  :  James,  Massey, 
Joe,  bailey,  and  J.  Barker,  with  roach  and  perch,  perch, 
and  roach,  in  the  order  named. — W.  Massey. 

Crown  and  Bnokland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  36,  Clerken well-green,  E.G.— Only  four 
of  our  members  fished  at  Bourne  End  on  the  18th,  Mr. 
Knox  taking  first  prize  with  roach.  The  eligible  members 
fish  for  the  remaining  prizes  on  the  25th  (sime  place).  Our 
return  visit  on  the  Central  List  takes  place  on  Monday 
next,  the  26th.  Chairman,  Mr.  Wretton  ;  vice,  J. 
Chambers  (Alma).  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of 
members  early. — G.  Franklin. 

Qalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston, — Since  last  report  members 
have  not  felt  inclined  to  brave  the  inclement  weather,  but 
on  Feb.  20  it  was  decided  that  the  prizes  left  over  should 
be  competed  for  at  Cookham  on  March  4.  Same  con- 
ditions as  before.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday  next. — S.  Malry. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — We  have  nothing 
worth  recording  in  the  way  of  sport  since  last  report. 
Members  mustered  strongly  on  Wednesday  last,  when  it 
was  arranged  to  fish  the  last  outing  on  March  4,  for  several 
good  prizes.  All  membars  to  start  on  above  date  ;  condi- 
tions roving  ;  nothing  barred. — E.  Colt.man. 

Dnke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints' -road,  Westbourne  Park. — Our  private  match 
wUl  take  place  on  Feb.  25,  it  being  postponed  from  Feb.  18 
owing  to  bad  weather. — W.  Jenkins. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  Xotting  Hill,  W.— Our  return  visit  on 
the  13th  was  well  attended,  considering  the  snowstorm. 
Eleven  clubs  were  well  represented,  and  there  was  £3  in 
the  box.  I  beg  to  thank  all  those  who  contributed  to  the 
harmony  on  that  occasion.  We  have  an  outing  (the  last 
of  the  season),  March  11,  to  Langley.  In  our  match  on 
Feb.  25  any  member  not  going  by  the  first  train  is  to 
report  himself  before  he  starts  fishing  ;  two  rods  and  live 
bait  allowed;  tow-path  only.— G.  Ki.vg. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad  Lane,  Tottenham.— Will  members  kindly  attend 
meeting  on  Wednesday  next,  Feb.  28,  as  there  is  bnsiness 
of  great  importance  to  settle. — W.  Lkfkvrk. 

Oolden  Sarbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— Only  two  of  our 
members  weighed-in  on  f  'eb.  18,  Messrs.  EUins  and  Verity. 
We  have  postponed  our  onting  at  Cookham  till  March  4 


owing  to  floods.  We  take  a  visit  on  March  0  from  the 
A. A.  All  anglers  are  cordially  invited,  as  it  is  the  first 
visit  for  some  years  to  our  club. — A.  W.  Elmn.s, 

Oood  Intent  Angling  'iooiety.  The  Urown,  Oharoh, 
street,  Shoreditoh. — Mr.  Thompson  brought  in  5|lb.  of 
good  roach  on  Feb.  18  (the  only  one  that  showed  fish). 
On  Feb.  20  there  was  a  good  attendance,  when  it  was 
decided  to  fish  at  Pangbourne  on  March  4  for  twenty 
prizes,  as  the  season  U  nearly  over. — R.  MuRpriY. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — At  meeting  of  the  above  last  match  of 
season  arranged  for  March  4,  at  Cookham  ;  four  prizes, 
and  if  not  all  taken,  to  be  fished  off  on  March  11,  same 
place. — W.  N.  Dawes. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Feb.  25  we  fish  our 
prizas  off,  from  Eye  House  Bridge  to  Ware  Bridge.  All 
members  to  get  out  at  St.  Margaret's  ;  start  fishing  at  tea 
o'clock  ;  show  fish  at  the  Railway  Inn  6.30.  Will  mem- 
bers attend  next  Wednesday,  to  discuss  the  supper  and 
clear  themselves  on  the  books.  One  rod  to  be  carried 
(tight  line),  and  minnow  allowed  on  tight  line  only. — H. 
Bagshaw. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — We  were  favoured 
with  delightful  weather  for  our  outing  to  the  club  water 
last  Wednesday,  and  a  most  enjoyable  day  was  spent.  The 
river  was  running  very  hard,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Clements  was 
the  successful  angler,  with  a  jack,  61b.  7oz.,  taken  with 
artificial  spinner ;  Mr.  J.  Parsons  being  second  with  roach 
and  dace,  best  roach  lib.  7oz. — E.  Wymer. 

Holloway  Angling  Society.  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — Our  suppsr  of  the  14th  inst.  was  a 
great  success.  Mr,  T.  Johnson  in  the  chair ;  Mr.  A. 
Clayton,  vice-chairman.  After  an  enjoyable  supper,  pro- 
vided by  host  Blunden,  the  chairman  opened  the  pro- 
ceedings with  the  toast  of  "  The  Queen  and  Royal 
Family,"  which  was  enthusiastically  received.  Then 
came  the  "Absent-minded  Beggar,"  resulting  in  £2  23. 
for  the  widows  and  orphans'  fund.  Mr.  George  Johnson, 
in  an  appropriate  speech,  proposed  the  prosperity  of  the 
club,  which  was  wittily  responded  to  by  Mr.  F.  Newell. 
The  concert  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  was  well 
sustained  by  the  following  gentlemen :  Messrs.  F.  Hawes, 
sen.,  F.  Newell,  G.  Johnson,  W.  Hilbard,  Col.-Sergt. 
Tomlin,  F.  Hawes,  jun.,  Mr.  Keedwell  presiding  at  the 
piano.  The  chairman  distributed  the  prizes  won  at  our 
two  outings  as  follows  :  Roach,  first,  G.  Horner,  lOlb.  loz. ; 
second,  F.  Hawes,  7ib.  loz. ;  third,  E.  Sleenhart,  61b.  4oz. 
Jack,  first,  F.  Hawes,  17lb. ;  second.  Stokes,  111b.  4o2i. ; 
A.  Gifkins,  third,  with  sjlb. — A.  Clayton. 

Hounsfield  Otters  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Lion,  Lower  Edmonton. — Our  members  have  been  out  in 
different  directions  for  the  last  two  weeks,  but  little  sport 
has  been  the  result.  I  hope  to  have  to  report  some  good 
takes  after  the  flood  subsides. — W.  Mogo. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — We  had  a  large 
meeting  on  Feb.  21,  twenty-five  members  being  present. 
Mr.  Bullock  took  the  chair.  Fifteen  new  members  were 
elected,  and  five  more  proposed  for  election  at  the  ensuing 
meeting.  We  have  a  very  large  entry  for  our  roach 
competition  on  March  4  and  5.  There  will  ba  a 
concert  on  Wednesday  next  after  the  meeting. — J.  M. 
Brougham. 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  N. — On  Feb.  25  the  members 
will  compete  for  postponed  prize  outing  at  St.  Margaret's ; 
same  conditions.  Messrs.  Wiltshire,  McGrath,  and 
Bailey  weighed-in  bream,  roach,  and  dace  on  the  18th. 
At  Tuesday's  meeting  an  A.B.S.  concert  was  arranged  for 
at  the  latter  end  of  March,  to  be  shortly  followed  by  a 
supper,  instead  of  our  annual  dinner. — Johnny. 

izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — As  announced 
last  week,  the  membars  will  compete  for  four  special  prizes 
on  Feb.  25,  at  Great  Marlow.  There  are  also  three 
"  specials  "  to  be  fished  for  on  Wednesday  next,  28th  inst., 
competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters  (private  waters  barred). — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  our  last  report  very  few 
fish  have  been  weighed-in.  Will  members  please  attend 
next  week,  if  posjible,  as  we  have  some  some  important 
business  ? — G.  Bence, 

Iiimehouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Silver  Tavern, 
Burdett-road,  E. — Our  dance  takes  place  on  Thursday 
next,  March  1,  at  the  Limehouae  Town  Hall,  commencing 
at  eight  o'clock.  On  Monday,  26th  inst.,  the  committee 
meet  at  headquarters  at  nine  o'clock.  We  have  decided 
to  hold  our  first  annual  dinner  in  April ;  exact  date  will 
appear  later.  No  member  has  weighed-in  since  last  report, 
— K.  J.  Wells, 

Iiiuooln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N.— On  I'eb.  18  no  fish  were 
weighed-in.  On  Feb.  25  we  fish  a  match  at  Taplow  for 
eight  prizes.  All  to  start  by  nine  o'clock  traia  from 
Paddington  on  the  morning ;  usual  conditions.  —  W. 
Watling. 

Liverpool   Angling   Association,  Bee  Hotel- 

Queen-square. — The  members  have  decided  that  the  trout 
fishing  iu  the  reservoir  at  Pen-y-Cae  shall  open  on  March 
15  and  close  on  October  15,  both  days  included.  The 
keeper  of  this  water  reports  that  he  did  not  see  so  many 
heavy  fish  on  the  spawning  beds  as  the  previous  year,  but 
saw  thirty  to  forty  couple  of  fish  on  the  redds  which  he 
judged  to  be  lib.  each,  and  he  says  there  are  a  large 
number  of  young  fish  to  be  seen.  This  is  A  1  news,  and 
members  may  look  forward  with  confidence  to  the  taking 
of  some  good  trout  in  the  coming  season.  Fishing  at 
Knowsley  will  be  on  the  same  lines  as  last  year,  all  fish 
taken  daring  the  close  season  to  be  immediately  put  back. 
Professor  Noon  gives  a  special  prize  of  half  a  guinea  for 


the  heaviest  fish  taken  here  this  season,  and  a  banjo  for 
the  first  competition  here,  and  also  provides  _  scales  and 
weights  up  to  81b.  for  the  convenience  of  weighing-in. — 
Rd.  Wooi-ifall. 

SXildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newiugton-green,  N. — Dinner  will  be  served  here  at  7  30 
on  Tuesday  next,  27th.  Non-starters  please  communicate 
with  me  not  later  than  Saturday,  Feb.  24. — A.  E. 
Hendon. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — At  our  peg- 
down  match  at  Maldon,  on  Feb.  18,  we  met  with  a  blink, 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  water.  On  Feb.  25  a  boundary 
match  takes  place  at  the  Rye  House  ;  boundary  from  Rail- 
way Bridge  to  the  Fish  and  Eels  ;  all  to  start  by  9.13  from 
Bethnal  Green  Junction.  On  Monday,  26th,  our  smoking 
concert  takes  p^ace  on  behalf  of  A.B.S. — G.  Tavloe. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Soolaty,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green,  E.  —  On 
Feb.  18  we  had  a  blank.  Some  of  the  members  were  out, 
but  found  too  much  water.  We  meet  c  n  the  28  th  to  arrange 
to  fish  for  the  remaining  prizes,  also  consolation  prize. 
We  have  voted  a  prize  of  lOs.  6i.  for  the  A.B.S. 
competition  in  March.  A  party  of  this  society's  members 
visited  the  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  concert  on  Monday 
last,  but  could  not  get  a  look  in. — G.  Barrh. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society 
Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On 
Feb.  18  all  the  prizes  taken  by  members  in  rotation  :  Mr. 
Foster,  roach  and  perch ;  Isaaes,  roach ;  Callow,  roach ; 
Smith,  roach ;  Alexandra,  roach ;  and  Cook,  roach. 
Messrs.  Freeman  and  Emerioh  also  had  roach.  We  fish 
for  eight  prizes  at  Shepperton,  on  the  25th;  roving. 
Visit  on  the  C.  and  D.  List  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  27th, 
when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster,  as  our  Stort  re-stocking 
movement  will  be  brought  forward. — A.  H. 

Persaverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Russell- 
street,  Raven's-row,  Stepney,  E. — Several  members  com- 
peted for  prizes  on  the  18th  inst.,  but  made  a  very  poor 
show,  only  two  prizes  being  taken,  Mr.  G.  Masters 
weighing-in  dace  and  T.  Tozer  dace.  Prizes  not  taken  to 
be  fished  for  (roving)  on  the  25  th.  On  Monday  next, 
26th,  we  have  a  concert  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  Several 
artists  have  promised  their  assistance,  and  I  hope  to  see  a 
good  muster. — W.  Russell. 

Phceniz  Angling  Soolety,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbiug. 
ton-street,  N.W. — Our  last  outing  for  the  season  is  to 
Hampton  Court  on  Feb.  25 ;  tow-path  only  (or  as  near 
as  one  can  get  to  it) ;  one  rod  ;  two  prizes. — R.  C. 

Qneen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  the  20th  inst.  tve  had  a 
full  meeting  of  members,  and  most  important  business  was 
transacted.  Among  other  items  it  was  proposed  to  have 
an  outing  on  March  4  to  Bourne  End.  Boundary,  from 
Bourne  End  Railway  Bridge  to  Marlow  Point ;  tow-path 
only;  an  ordinary  day's  fishing;  leave  Paddington  8.40 
a.m.,  saloon  carriage. — G.  K. 

Koyal  ©eorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — On  Feb.  18  none  of  our  members  were 
out,  consequently  we  have  to  record  a  blank.  We  were 
fairly  attended  last  meeting  night,  and  got  through  a  deal 
of  business.  Wednesday  next  wiU  be  quarterly  night, 
when  we  hope  to  see  a  goodly  attendance  of  members,  as 
this  time  we  shall  require  all  new  ofiicers. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cobom  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E. — On  Feb.  18  no  sport  was  had  by 
our  members  on  account  of  the  floods.  Our  visit  was  a. 
success  on  Monday,  Feb.  19.  I  must  thank  the 
members  of  the  local  clubs  for  their  kind  support, 
especially  the  Stepney  Brothers. — F.  Pignatelh. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Qneen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — I  have  no  fish 
to  report  since  Feb.  11.  It  was  decided  that  our  postponed 
outing  should  take  place  at  Pangbourne  on  Feb.  25,  nints 
o'clock  train.    Bank  only,  one  rod  only. — W.  Aldis, 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials,  Institute, 
Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.— On  Feb.  18,  Mr.  W. 
Oostin  saved  the  club  from  a  blank.  I  hope  all  members 
will  attend  on  Friday  to  decide  about  the  punt  outing, 
which  takes  place  on  Feb.  25.  I  have  written  to  Mr. 
Spong  asking  his  opinion  as  to  whether  the  river  will  b^ 
fishable  on  that  date,  or  whether  it  will  be  adv^sabje  tQ 
postpone  the  date. — J.  H.  Daties. 

Spread  Eagle  Angling  Soqiety,  The  Hops, 
Bird-street,  Kennington-road ,  S.E.— We  fish  Sunbnry  oa 
March  4  for  several  prizes  ;  also  a  nice  prize  will  be  given 
by  Mr.  Lawrence  on  that  occasion.  Further  particulars 
on  Wednesday  ne?t  at  the  meeting-house. — G.  Edwards. 

iJtepuey  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Ehoder. 
well-road.  Stepney,  E.— Our  nest  match  will  be  at  Ware 
on  Feb.  25;  members  please  note. — M.  Beattie. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  Feb.  18  Messrs. 
Friend  and  Grande  weighed-in  roach.  We  have  two  peg- 
down  matches,  the  first  at  Walton-on-Thames  on  March  '1 
the  second  at  Broxbourne  on  March  11,  for  silver  n^ed^ 
and  other  prizes.  Gross  weight  of  both  matches  to  count, 
— G.  A.  Payne. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.— Our  next  outing  takes  place 
on  Feb.  25,  from  Teddington  Lock  to  Richmond  Lock. 
There  are  Mr.  King's  cup  and  two  private  prizes  to  fish 
for.  Next  meeting  night  arrangements  will  bo  made  for 
the  last  match  of  the  season ;  also  the  committee  be  called 
to  attend  a  meeting  on  Thursday,  March  1,  at  nine  o'clock 
and  question  as  to  members'  arrears  to  be  left  fqj  th^ 
committee  meeting. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Railway  Hotels 
Twickenham.— The  members  of  the  above  society  fished  a 
roach  competition  at  Twickenham  on  Feb.  18,  but  on 
account  of  the  flooded  state  of  the  river  a  few  members 
only  turned  out,  and  no  prizes  were  taken.  The  prizes 
are,  therefore,  to  be  fished  for  on  March  4  ;  same  plaoQ 
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The  TIMES  says :  "  This  is  the  most  sumptuous  New  Testament  in  existence." 

The  CHURCH  TIMES  says :  "  A  Book  of  great  beauty  ...  a  valuable  possession."  The  STANDARD  says  :  "  The  Work  is 

of  rare  excellence." 

"  The  illustrations  and  the  notes  taken  together  make  an  absolutely  new  commentary  on  the  Gospel  History." 

The  GUARDIAN,  November  23,  1898. 


"THE  POPULAR"  EDITION  OF 

The  Life  of  Our  Lord  Jesus  Chrisi 

As  told  in  over  500  svperh  IHusircdions  {more  than  100  in  Colours),  with  Lathi  and  English  Text,  and  many  Notes. 

By   a.   OriLlVTEIS  TISSOT. 

"This  magnificent  work." — The  Guardian. 
"The  Guardian"  Newspaper,  in  reviewing  the  TwclvC   Guinea   Edition  of  J.  J.  Tissot's  "Life  of  Christ,"  sai^ 

"WE  WISH  THAT  EVERY  CLERGYMAN  COULD  POSSESS  THE  BOOK." 


HIS  was  said  in  November,  1898,  of  the  Twelve-Guinea  Edition,  and  since  then  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Company,  the  Proprietors  of  the  EngW 
copyright,  have  issued  a  Popular  Edition  of  THE  LIFE  OP  OUE  LORD  JESUS  CHEIST  in  a  smaller,  CHEAPER,  and  more  convenient  form  than  that  of  tb 


T 

Twelve-Guinea  English  Edition,  or  the  Sixty-Guinea  French  Edition  already  issued,  AND  ON 


THE  INSTALMENT  SYSTEM, 

In  this  way  anyone  desiring  to  jmssess  the   Work  or  to  give  it  to  a  friend 

(A  Very  Appropriate  and  Most  Beautiful  Present  for  any  Time  or  Season) 


I 


CAN  NOW  DO   SO   EITHER  BY  PAYING  - 

£6  in  Cash  i>r<»f<a/r;„r«/  1016  a  Month. 

N.B. — Tiie  Work  will  be  delivered  complete  when  the  second  instalment  is  paid,  on  the  same 

plan  as  adopted  by  "The  Times"  and  other  papers. 

THE  whole  work  is  published  in  two  handsome  volumes,  and  there  are  two  styles  of  binding.    The  Six-Ouinea  Edition  is  in  HALF-PARCHMENT,  art-lineu  sides,  gi 
top,  design  in  gold  on  sides  and  back.    The  Eight-Guinea  Edition  is  in  FULL  MOROCCO  (best  Persian  goat),  gilt  edges,  gilt  border  line. 

THE  LIFE  OF  OUK  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST,  by  J.  James  Tissot,  cost  £40,000  to  produce  from  the  Original  Drawings.  The  exquisite: 
beauty  of  these  original  Drawings,  with  their  splendour  of  colour  and  their  scrupulous  wealth  of  detail,  is  shown  with' 
extraordinary  fidelity  by  a  process  which  is  the  last  word  in  colour-printing. 

M TISSOT  saw  the  Holy  Land  as  it  will  never  be  seen  again.  For  this  reason  his  work  appeals  directly  to  the  understanding  ;  it  brings*  us  into 
■  the  closest  possible  touch  with  tlie  actual  incidents  of  our  Lord's  Life.  Tissot,  in  his  preface,  says ;  "  The  Christian  world  has  for  a  long  time  past  had  iw 
imagination  misled  by  the  fancies  of  painters.  All  the  schools  have,  more  or  less  unconsciously,  had  a  hand  in  leading  the  public  mind  astray  on  this  point.  They  ha^ 
with  one  accord  abandoned  the  ground  of  historical  and  topographical  accuracy."  For  ten  years  Tissot  devoted  his  life  to  this  work,  and  carried  it  on  with  all 
devotion  of  a  pilgrim. 

THE  original  Drawings,  wh6n  exhibited  in  Bond  Street,  were  visited  by  many  thousands,  and  the  Twelve-Guinea  Edition  hi 
been  largely  bought- among  the  purchasers  being  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  York,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  the  Duchesses 
Leeds  and  Sutherland,  and  many  Bishops. 


Half-parchment,  art-linen  sides,  gilt  top,  for  cash,  16;  by  instalments,  jB6  6s.    Full  red  morocco,  gilt  edges,  for  cash,  jE8;  by 

instalments,  M  8s. 

Instalment  Subscribers  pay  lOs.  6d.  with  the  order,  10s.  6d.  on  delivery,  and  10s,  6d.  a  month  until  .tlie  payments  are  completed.    In  t\ 
London  Postal  District  the  Work  is  delivered  free ;  beyond  that  district  the  Carriage  will  be  charged  forward. 

AN  EXPLANATORY  PAMPHLET  AND  ORDER  FORMS  FORWARDED  FREE  ON  APPLICATION  to  Messrs.  SAMPSON  LOW, 
MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  Hoxxse,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

N.B.-Subscribers  are  receiving:  their  copies  in  strict  rotation;  the  sooner,  therefore,  such  sul 
scriptions  are  received  the  sooner  will  the  work  be  delivered. 


PROSPECTUS  FREE. 


London  :  SAiMPSOK  LOW,  MAKSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dun^tan'R  House,  I'etter  Laiu',  I'^loot  Street,  E.C. 
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and  rulea.    At  our  last  meeting  a  new  member  was 
nomiaated.— G.  Bakrow. 
Wslham  Oraan  and  Chelcek  An^Un?  Soolaty, 

Black  Bull.  Fulliam-road.  S.W.— Bverythini;  is  now 
settled  for  Mr.  Glass's  benefit  on  Saturday,  and  we  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster  of  angling  friends.  We  shall  have  a 
good  supply  of  talent,  and  as  the  cause  is  good,  we  hope 
for  success.  Many  thanks  to  the  Blackfriars  Society  for 
their  kindnees,  which  will  be  officially  acknowledged  by 
the  secretary  pro  fern.  We  are  arranging  for  the  last 
outing  to  take  place  on  March  4,  in  the  Thames  (if 
possible).— W.  W.  D. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  JLagling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — On  account  of  the 
heavy  floods  on  the  18t.h  only  Mr.  Gover  weighed- in  fish, 
saving  us  from  a  blank  with  roach.  On  Feb.  28  the  club 
will  be  closed  at  9.15  p.m.,  to  pay  an  official  visit  to  the 
White  Hart  Club  at  Tottenham"  Hale.  I  hope  our  mem- 
bers will  attend  in  good  force.  On  March  4  we  lave 
arranged  an  outing  to  Broibourne. — W.  Callcutt. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  London, 

— We  held  our  annual  winter  dinner  ab  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  on  Thursday,  Feb.  15  ;  chairman, 
Mr.  John  Crowley ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  H.  P.  Isaac. 
Forty  members  and  friends  attended  and  partook  of  an 
excellent  repast  which  gave  general  satisfaction.  After 
the  usual  toasts  had  been  proposed  and  heartily  responded 
to,  the  company  listened  to  some  excellent  music  and 
recitations  from  the  following  gentlemen :  Messrs. 
Bateman,  Ladler,  Hilton,  Davis,  Allen,  Newbury,  and 
Mr.  W.  James  Clay  (of  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.), 
delighted  everybody  with  selections  on  the  clarionette.  A 
most  able  and  patriotic  speeoh  from  our  much-respected 
vice-chairman,  Mr.  H.  P.  Isaac,  on  behalf  of  "  The  F.  O. 
Wounded  Soldiers'  Tobacco  Fund,"  provoked  great 
enthusiasm  sni  resulted  in  £2  23.  being  collected  amongst 
those  present,  which  sum  was  duly  forwarded  by  our 
chairman  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. — 

M.  CCDDON. 

Walworth  Waltoniana  An^linsf  Society,  St. 

Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  8.B. — 
An  open  competitition  is  arranged  for  Feb.  25,  bank  or 
punt,  for  four  prizes.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  every 
member  »p  on  Wednesday  next,  to  arrange  a  general 
outing.— W.  Wray. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— We  fish  at  Datchet 
on  Feb.  25  to  decide  the  last  of  our  matches  for  the 
present  season. — 0.  Willett. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  Feb.  18  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Berlin,  roach  ;  Kettnua,  dace  ;  and 
Hartt,  roach.  On  March  11  we  fish  a  jack  match  at 
HatSeld  Peverel  (boundary  from  the  Paper  Mill  to  Hoe 
Mills),  for  three  prizes.  I  beg  to  remind  members  that 
the  lapsed  prize  outing  is  to  be  fished  off  at  Hatfield 
Peverel  on  Feb.  25 ;  all  to  go  down  by  the  first  train.  In 
addition  to  the  usual  prizes  tbere  is  an  extra  Ss.,  given  by 
Mr.  Mollison,  for  members  that  competed  in  the  Burnt 
Mill  match.  I  am  Eorry  to  say  that  our  secretary,  Mr. 
Lowther,  has  been  laid  up  with  a  sprained  ankle. — R. 
Pethcbst  (Cbairman). 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N. — On  the  18th  the  followiog  weighed- 
in:  Messrs.  W.  Batler,  roach,  6ib.  lOJoz. ;  W.  Williams, 
roach;  8.  Claridge,  roach.  Will  members  and  secretaries 
please  note  that  our  return  visit  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S. 
will  take  place  at  the  above  tavern  cn  Wednesday, 
Feb.  28,  at  8  30  p.m.  sharp,  when  a  host  of  local  favourites 
have  promised  to  attend.  On  the  2l8t  Mr.  W.  Williams, 
roach,  41b.;  Mr.  D.  Thorp?,  jan.,  reach,  3Jlb.— W.  E. 

BEAnSIOXT, 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Mb.  Frank  Ward  embarked  upon  a  forlorn  hope  when, 
as  chairman  of  Monday's  meeting,  he  asked  for  the  angling 
experiences  of  members  since  the  last  gathering.  The 
serion?  floods  supervening  upon  the  frost  and  snow  of  the 
previous  week  had  made  matters  piscatorial  worse  than 
ever.  True,  three  or  four  members  reported  having  been 
to  Uxbridge,  but  the  Colne  there  was  found  in  many 
plac38  over  the  banks,  and  running  very  fast.  The  water, 
too,  was  abnormally  thick — one  gentleman  said  it  resembled 
coffee  grounds  more  than  anything  else — and  sport  was  a 
negative  quantity.  An  announcement,  however,  msd?  by 
the  chairman  proved  most  acceptable  to  roach  fishers  ;  this 
was  to  the  effect  that  it  has  been  decided  to  extend  the 
lime  for  taking  Leuriacu!^  rutilus  on  the  Colne  to  March  .31 
ioclnnve.  Members  who  have  complied  with  the  regula- 
tions will  receive  the  new  fishing  permits  (coloured  red)  in 
a  post  or  two,  and  the  annual  report  of  the  society  for 
1800  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  members  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days.  An  interesting  discuseion  took  placa  in 
reference  to  eels,  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundeil  opening  the  ball  by 
asking  whether  there  was  any  authentic  record  of  eels 
hav'n?  bred  in  fresh  water.  Instances  were  mentioned  of 
ponds  and  lakes,  where  there  was  no  possible  outlet  or 
lolet,  in  which  eels  were  always  found  of  different 
weights.  Unless  they  scaled  a  stone  wall,  or  climbed  over 
a  fence,  they  certainly  could  not  get  down  to  the  sea  to 
spawn.  In  one  case  a  miniature  lake  in  the  centre  of  a 
large  city  had  always  contained  eels,  but  unless  they 
journeyed  riaht  through  the  heart  of  the  city  in 
question  (Bajh),  eels  could  neither  get  to  the  sea  nor 
return  from  it.  It  was  the  general  view  that  more  light 
was  desirable  on  the  subject.  An  exceedingly  curious  fact 
[if  it  can  be  satisfactorily  demoDs!:rated  by  ecientifio 
investigation)  was  reported  by  Mr.  Stallibrass.  This 
member  mentioned  that  in  some  large  Kennet  eels 
(weighing  between  51b.  and  61b.)  he  had  seen  roes 
reiembling  small  coral.    All  authorities  hitherto  have 


agreed  that  eels  bad  never  been  discovered  in  spawn.  The 
clearing  up  of  this  debateable  point  is  looked  forward  to 
with  more  than  usual  interest.  Another  quastion  of 
moment  was  considered,  viz.,  the  feasibility  of  introducing 
fly  oa  the  Colne  at  Uxbridge.  There  is  a  great  dearth  of 
Alders,  March  Browns,  May  Fly,  &c.,  on  this  water,  and, 
seeing  that  the  Grannom  has  been  successfully  "  planted  " 
at  Hungerford,  and  other  sorts  of  fly  elsewhere,  it  might 
be  possible  to  acclimatise  them  on  the  society's  water 
named.  Information  was  asked  as  to  the  miidus  uperavdi 
to  be  followed  in  the  matter,  and  whether  it  was  better  to 
put  the  fly  itself  down  or  transfer  it  in  the  larva  state. 
This  is  an  interesting  problem,  and  is  worthy  the  careful 
attention  of  fly  fishers.  M.  G.  B.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  and  committee  meetings  Mr.  Connellan 
occupied  the  chair.  The  entertainment  committee  were 
busy  arranging  a  programme  for  the  ensuing  twelve 
months.  Several  members  have  promised  to  give  papers, 
but  there  are  several  dates  still  open,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
those  who  have  not  hitherto  put  their  pens  to  paper  will 
now  accept  invitation  to  do  so.  It  is  not  necessary  for  a 
paper  to  be  made  on  a  subject  in  connection  with  angling, 
though  that  is  of  course  preferable,  and  if  a  discussion  or 
reading  is  offered  instead,  no  doubt  the  entertainment 
committee  will  be  glad  of  the  suggestions.  The  election 
of  those  gentlemen  nominated  for  membership  will  take 
placa  on  Tuesday  week.  We  have  no  stirring  reports  to 
relate  of  sport  had  lately  ;  in  fact  only  one  member,  Mr. 
F.  .1.  Gray,  had  anything  to  say  about  fishing — he  was 
out  on  Tuesday  last  and  took  some  fifteen  roach  very  good 
size.  The  country  visited  was  flooded  in  many  places. 
The  Kelvedon  waters  are  at  the  time  of  writing  in  full 
flood,  so  it  is  useless  for  anyone  to  pay  a  visit  just  at 
present.  General  committee  and  entertainment  com- 
mittee meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  seven  o'clock  sharp. 

Hon.  Sec. 


ABOUT  EELS. 

A  VERY  interesting  communication  from  the  pen  cf 
C.  A.  Wall  on  the  subject  of  eels  was  recently  published  in 
Foretit  and  Stream.  The  writer  states  that  from  long  and 
close  observation  of  the  habits  of  this  most  mysterious  fish 
he  has  learned  some  facts  and  formed  other  surmises.  He 
states,  and  gives  interesting  data  supporting  his  point  of 
view,  that  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  eel  is  an  ova- 
viviparous  fish. 

"  As  regards  the  migration  of  eels,"  says  Mr.  Wall,  "  I 
have  to  siy  that  these  fish  leave  the  sources  of  our  rivers 
during  the  freshets  following  the  first  frosts  in  autumn, 
usually  in  September  and  October.  At  this  time  they 
have  attained  a  length  of  21ft.  or  3ft.,  and  a  weight  of  21b. 
or  31b.  This  autumnal  migration  is  almost  invariably 
performed  on  dark  nights  when  the  water  is  muddy. 
Immense  numbers  of  them  are  now  caught  by  the  dwellers 
on  the  banks  of  the  rivers  by  means  of  traps  or  weirs, 
conveniently  termed  '  pots,'  and  now  commences  a  season 
of  great  joy  and  feasting,  for  the  flavour  of  our  migratory 
eel  is  preferred  by  many  to  that  of  even  the  famous 
fontinalis  himself,  being  quite  different  in  this  respect 
from  his  white,  insipid  oousin,  who  seems  to  dwell  peren- 
nially in  the  salt  or  brackish  water. 

"  It  is  not  a  little  singular  the  manner  in  which  the  eels 
enter  the  pots  or  weirs.  They  do  not  come  in  head  fore- 
most, as  one  might  suppose  who  is  not  acquainted  with 
their  habits  in  this  respect,  but  always  tail  foremost  or 
sidewise,  with  their  heads  upstream.  This  is  done,  no 
doubt,  to  let  the  water  pass  through  their  gills  in  the 
natural  manner. 

"  The  young  eels,  or  elvers,  as  I  believe  they  are  called 
in  the  old  country,  arrive  from  the  salt  water  during  the 
freshets  of  April  if  the  weather  be  suitable.  After  they 
have  reached  a  point  of,  siy,  a  hundred  miles  above  salt 
water  they  have  attained  a  length  of  about  a  foot  and  a 
thickness  of  a  medium  sized  little  finger  of  a  man.  At 
this  time  they  are  perfectly  voracious,  and  give  great 
annoyance  to  the  ground  fishermen,  as,  owing  to  tbe 
amallness  of  their  mouths,  they  are  most  difficult  to  hook. 
About  a  fortnight  after  the  young  eels  lave  passed  on 
their  journey  up  the  river,  the  old  and  full  grown  eels 
commence  bifing,  and  here  another  difficult  problem  con- 
fronts us.  Have  these  adult  eels  also  returned  from  the 
salt  water,  or  have  they  remained  in  the  fresh  water  through- 
out the  year  ?  And  this  seems  to  be  another  one  of  those 
things  that  'no  fellow  can  find  out.'  But  there  is  one 
thing,  however,  that  I  am  perfectly  certain  of,  and  that  is 
that  some  eels  remain  in  the  fresh  water  during  the  whole 
year,  for  I  have  taken  an  occasional  eel  in  winter  in  mill 
ponds  fed  by  spring  water.  These  have  always  been  of 
very  large  size,  and  may  be,  as  some  aver,  the  barren  eels, 
which  never  leave  fresh  water." 


PROPOSED  SALMON  HATCHERY  FOR 
THE  SOLWAY  EDEN. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Eden  Fishery  Board,  held  at 
Carlisle,  an  intimation  was  made  that  it  was  intended  to 
establish  a  salmon  hatchery  on  the  river  Eden,  and  the 
scheme  has  assumed  such  a  shape  that  a  committee  has 
been  formed,  consisting  of  Mr.  Wm.  Farrer,  Mr.  Eraser 
Sandeman,  Mr.  J.  B.  Slater,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Smith.  An 
appeal  has  bsen  nale  to_  Solwiy  river  proprieto'-s, 
les;e93,  and  anglers  to  assist  in  raising  the  needful  funds. 
It  is  beyond  dispute  that  the  majority  of  the  salmon  rivers 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  have  for  some  years  been 
gradually  going  from  bad  to  worse.  Nor  can  any  exception 
be  made  in  favour  of  the  river  Eden  as  amongst  the  very 
worst  of  the  rivers  which  year  after  year  show  a  decreasing 
supply  of  fish.  It  is  not  the  object  of  the  promoters  of  the 
scheme  to  offer  any  explanation  as  to  the  reason  why  the 


supply  of  salmon  is  continually  tending  to  decrease,  nor  to 
attach  blarae  to  thoee  in  whose  bands  the  care  of  our 
salmon  rivers  has  been  entrusted.  The  committee  rather 
propose  to  apply  a  remedy  which  will  injure  no  vested 
interests.  The  improvement  in  the  supply  of  fish  which 
may  be  derived  from  the  establishment  of  a  well  equipped 
salmon  hatchery  is  perfectly  well  know  n.  It  is  therefore 
proposed  that  a  hatchery  shall  be  established  on  the  river 
Eden,  where  conditions  promise  a  result  as  snccestful  and 
advantageous  as  that  which  has  attended  so  many  other 
hatcheries.  If  eathkrbelt.. 


TAY  SALMON  FISHING  PROPRIETORS. 

A  SPECUL  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  salmon  fishings 
on  the  river  Tay  above  the  Linn  of  Campsifi  was  held  in 
the  Birnam  Hotel.  Sir  Robert  Menzies  presided  over 
a  small  attendance.  Tbe  object  of  the  rr^ eting  was  to 
reconsider  the  arrangements  come  to  for  taking  off  the 
nets  above  Campsie  Linn,  above  Stanley.  Six  years  ago 
it  was  arranged  that  all  nets  above  Campsie  Lion  should 
be  taken  off  for  a  period  of  five  years,  and  at  this  time  last 
ye^r  tbe  arrangement  was  re-entered  into  for  another 
period  of  five  years.  The  chairman  and  other  proprietors 
desired  to  have  all  nets  above  Perth  Biilge  removed,  but 
the  Earl  of  Mansfield,  whose  fishings  are  let  on  lease, 
declined  to  be  a  party  to  that  arrangement.  At  the 
meeting  on  Saturday,  Colonel  Richardson  of  Ballathie 
moved,  and  Mr.  Lockhart  Thomson,  Edinburgh,  who  was 
present  on  behalf  of  Lord  Lansdowne,  seconded,  that  the 
arrangement  should  not  be  reconsidered  at  present.  Sir 
Robert  Menzies  moved  that  the  present  arrangement  be 
discontinued,  and  that  a  deputation  be  ajjpointed  to  wait 
on  Lord  Mansfield.  This  amendment  was  not  seconded, 
and  Colonel  Richardson's  motion  was  declared  the  finding 
of  the  meeting.  On  the  motion  of  Colonel  Richardson, 
seconded  by  Sir  Alexander  Muir  MacKenzie,  it  was  agreed 
tha,t  an  effort  should  be  made  to  remove  the  two  nets 
immediately  below  the  Linn  of  Campsie  (Belly  More, 
belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Mansfield,  and  the  Linn,  belong- 
ing to  Lord  Ancaster,  on  compensation  estimated  at  £150 
or  thereabout,  to  be  raised  by  private  voluntary  suVscrip- 
tion),  and  it  was  remitted  to  a  committee,  consisting  of 
the  mover  and  seconder,  along  with  Mr.  Stewart  Fother- 
ingham,  of  Murthly,  to  mature  the  acheme.—Glasgov; 
Herald. 


SHANNON  ELECTRIC  WATER  SCHEME. 

For  the  last  fortnight  or  so  a  staff  of  civil  engineers  has 
been  engaged  in  making  extensive  surveys  of  the  S  hannon 
and  Lough  Derg  between  Ktllaloe  and  Portumna  in  con- 
nection with  the  above.  Indeed,  I  think  the  public  are 
indebted  to  the  Irish  fishery  inspectors  for  this  action  on 
the  part  of  the  promoters  of  the  proposed  scheme,  as  at 
the  courts  of  inquiry  held  at  Limerick  and  KLIlaloe 
recently  they  positively  forced  the  electric  company  to 
show  their  hands  and  openly  declare  what  they  wanted  to 
do  with  the  magnificent  river  and  lake  ;  in  other  words,  to 
what  extent  they  meant  to  destroy  the  various  interests, 
to  wit,  the  fishing,  the  milling,  the  goods  traffic,  and  the 
tourist  development  passenger  traffic  along  the  river.  I 
scarcely  need  say  that  residents  along  the  Shannon, 
especially  proprietors  and  lessees  of  valuable  fisheries,  are 
totally  opposed  to  the  scheme,  as  they  consider  it  would  be 
an  outrage  on  the  community  if  the  glorious  Shannon  and 
its  lakes  were  handed  over  to  a  syndicate  of  wealthy 
speculators  for  their  own  self-aggrandisement  to  the 
positive  loss  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  town  and  village 
along  its  course.  This  view  of  the  question  was  pretty 
fully  expressed  in  evidence  given  before  the  fithery 
inspectors  both  in  Killaloe  and  Limerick.  It  is  the 
intention  of  each  and  every  one  of  the  different  interests 
concerned  to  stoutly  opposa  the  passing  of  the  obnoxious 
project  in  Parliament.  S.  J.  Hurley. 


HOW  THE  WINTER  COMES  IN  CANADA. 

The  coming  cf  winter  in  Canada  is  one  of  the  easiest, 
most  beautiful  of  all  natural  phenomena.  For  weeks  the 
woods  have  been  flamboyant  with  the  red  and  yellow  of 
the  departing  leaves.  Suddenly  the  deciduous  growths 
are  bare,  and  the  only  colours  left  are  the  manifold  shades 
of  green,  which  make  the  northern  forest  immortal. 
Then  of  an  evening  there  is  a  haze  around  the  November 
moon,  and  before  morning  the  snow  begins  to  fall  in  a 
continuous,  business-like  fashion,  which  tells  you  that  the 
king  has  come  to  reclaim  his  own.  In  t he  morning  the 
wilderness  is  tucked  away  beneath  a  thick,  white  coverlid, 
and  you  will  not  see  bare  ground  again  for  six  months.  In 
the  cleared  fields  and  open  roadways  the  wind  blows  cold,but 
in  the  forest  you  feel  soaroaly  a  breath  of  air,  and  during 
the  first  month  of  winter  you  rarely  need  to  cover  your 
cars  or  wear  any  extra  clothing.  Every  writer  I  know  of 
who  has  been  on  a  winter  hunting  trip  in  the  north  has 
seemed  to  be  impressed  with  the  idea  that  he  must  find 
some  hardship  to  tell  you.  I  have  often  seen  the  Canadian 
wilderness.  I  have  worked  my  way  by  canoe  and  portage 
in  warm  weather.  I  have  journeyed  by  snow-shoe  in 
winter,  and  dragsed  my  own  toboggan  ;  and  it  is  my  firm 
belief,  Caspar  Whit n?y  and  Frederick  Remington  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding,  that  there  is  only  one  climate 
in  the  world  more  ecj  >yable  than  the  Canadian  summer, 
and  that  is  the  Canaoian  winter.  The  discomforts  of  that 
wilderness  are  mostly  imaginary.  You  can  put  on  a  pair 
of  snow-shoss  and  travel  all  day  in  them,  the  very  first 
time  you  try,  and  not  be  nearly  as  tired  at  night  as  you 
would  be  after  a  ten  mile  walk  on  the  pavements  of  a  city. 
You  feel  the  cold  a  great  deal  more  on  Broadway,  Island 
of  Manhattan,  than  you  do  in  the  deep  woods  of  northern 
New  Brunswick. — From  "  The  Coming  of  the  Snow,"  by 
Frederic  Irland,  in  Scribner'if. 
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^offings      if)e  iSSag. 


Forty  clubs  were  repreeented  this  week  at  the  February 
meetiog  of  the  Anglers'  Association  at  the  Cripplegate 
Institute,  City.  Mr.W.  H.  Beckett  (vice-president)  occupied 
the  chair.  The  delegates  voted  £1  Is.  towards  the  Thames 
tiver-keeper's  dinner.  Several  letters  were  read  offering 
the  asBOciaticn  fish  for  re-stocking  purposes,  and  inquiries 
as  to  price,  «i-c.,are  to  be  made.  The  netting  fund  com- 
mittee has  been  directed  to  purchase  two  dozen  collecting 
boxes  as  an  experiment,  to  be  issued  to  clubs  with  a  view 
of  8f curing  donations  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  fish  to 
be  placed  in  the  association's  own  private  fisheries.  One 
of  the  delegates  (Mr.  Gray)  who  brought  the  matter 
forward,  thought  the  association  had.  for  a  time,  done 
quite  enough  in  the  direction  of  re-stocking  waters  optn  to 
the  public.  _  Mpmbers  of  the  netting  fund  committee — 
Messrs.  Frei,  Newton,  Abrahams,  and  Hunt — expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  fund  was  for  netting  exppnses  only, 
and  no  connection  with  tha  re-stocking  of  public  waters  ; 
£ni  Messrs.  Close,  Barber,  Woodruff,  and  others  also 
spoke  on  the  matter.  The  following  resolution  was  p:*- 
posed  by  Mr.  Gray  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Woodruff,  and 
eventually  carried  by  a  large  majority  :  "  That  this  meeting 
of  delegates  instructs  the  netting  committee  to  order  two 
dozen  collecting  boxes,  to  be  delivered  to  clnbs  applying 
for  the  same,  the  selection  of  such  clubs  being  at  the 
ditcretion  of  the  committee."  Reports  on  club  visits 
were  made  by  Messrs.  Harris,  Rowles,  and  Abrahams 
(otficers),  and  Mr.  F.  Newton  reported  on  a  visit  held  by 
Mr.  La  Mond  (another  officer),  who  was  unable  to  attend 
the  delegate  meeting. 


On  Feb.  14,  the  fifty-eighth  annual  dinner  of  the 
Friendly  Anglers  was  held  in  the  Medicis  Room  of  the 
Hotel  Cecil.  The  severe  weather  outside  appeared  to  give 
an  added  zest  to  the  good  fellowship  and  enthusiasm  of 
the  ninety  members  and  friends  assembled  within  under 
the  able  and  friendly  chairmanship  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders, 
who  was  admirably  supported  by  Mr.  J.  Sams  in  the  vioe- 
chair,  and  by  the  stewards,  Messrs.  F.  Berry,  W.  H. 
Brewer,  A.  H.  Dongworth,  and  Walter  Back,  the  latter 
gentleman,  as  usual,  taking  charge  of  the  musicil  arrange- 
ments with  great  credit  to  himself  and  much  enjoyment  to 
the  company. 

 >»»■♦<  

The  dinner  was  of  the  high  quality  and  its  service  of  the 
faultless  character  for  which  the  Hotel  Cecil  has  made  itself 
famous.  The  toast  list  comprised  "  The  Queen  and  rest 
of  the  Members  of  the  Royal  Family,"  proposed  by  the 
chairman,  as  also  was  that  of  "  The  Friendly  Anglers," 
tJue  acknowledgment  of  their  skill  and  perseverance  being 
accorded  to  those  members  who  had  weighed-in  fish  during 
an  exceptionally  bad  season  ;  "  The  Press  "  and  "  Thames 
Angling  Preservation,"  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  McDermott, 
was  responded  to  in  very  acceptable  terms  by  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  ("  Old  Izaak  ").  In  giving  the  toast  of  "  The 
^  isitors,"  the  vice-chairman  struck  a  humorous  note, 
which  was  taien  np  and  responded  to  in  the  same  vein  by 
the  evergreen  Sam  Pallant,  followed  with  no  less  dis- 
tinction by  Dr.  Patterson.  The  chairman  responded  in 
charaoterittic  style  to  the  toast  of  his  health,  proposed  by 
Mr.  Napier  Sutton,  and  the  vics-chairman  had  further 
opportunities  of  displaying  his  lonJiomie  in  replying  to 
this  and  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The  Officers  of  the 
Society,"  which  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  McDermott. 
All  these  toasts  and  replies  were  necessarily  and  properly 
brief ,  and  were  interspei  sed  with  songs  and  ventriloquial 
and  illusionist  performances,  contributed  by  Messrs.  J. 
Sandbook,  C.  C.  Staniforth,  C.  J.  Unite,  G.  Goddard, 
Walter  Back,  Fred  Stephens,  Fred  Russell,  and  Charles 
Bulvar.    Accompanist,  Mr.  Tom  Noakea. 

 »»»♦<  

The  Samk  0i,d  Lie. 
The  old  fport  sat  in  the  stern  of  the  boat, 
And  the  sweat  ran  down  till  the  seat  was  afloat. 
And  he  wiped  bis  brow  on  the  tail  of  his  coat, 
And  says  he,  "  This  lake  is  a-working." 

His  face  was  red,  and  his  neck  was  a  sight. 
And  he  longed  for  the  cooling  shades  of  night, 
And  says  he,    The  reason  the  fish  don't  bite 
Is  because  this  lake  is  a-working." 

'I'hen  he  got  a  strike,  and  his  line  ran  out. 
And  he  upset  his  bait  as  he  galloped  about, 
And  ha  split  the  air  with  a  gladsome  shoot, 
"  Who  eays  this  lake  is  a-working  ?  " 

He  played  that  finli  for  an  hour  or  more. 
And  he  tangled  his  line  and  he  lost  an  oar, 
'ihen  hii  leader  parted,  and  Lord  !  how  he  swore 
At  the  blamed  old  like  and  its  working. 

Then  back  to  his  home  went  the  fisherman  bold, 
Ar.d  his  hide  was  the  colour  of  rich  red  gold. 
And  he  t')ld  the  same  lie  that  we  all  have  told, 
For  says  he,  "  The  lake  ia  a-working." 

There  may  come  a  time  in  the  bye-and-bye, 
And  I  hope  we  will  see  it — you  and  I — 
Where  a  man  will  invent  an  original  lie, 
And  let  up  on  the  lake  that  ia  "  woiking." 

— Dii.  F.  .1.  Tomi'kikh  (Forenf  and  Htream). 


CoNHiDKKiNo  the  vory  severe  weather  for  the  past 
week,  with  ■:!arcely  any  wind,  the  angling  on  the  Killarney 
liukcH  has  proved  very  BiicceFfful,  A  largo  consignment  of 
Halmon,  over  something  like  40,00(1  in  number,  half  Hootch 
and  half  Rhine,  have  been  placed  out  in  the  Muckross 
liatcherief),  which  are  now  under  the  control  of  Lord 
Ardilano, 


Anglers  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  Mr.  Andrew 
Henry  (secretary  of  the  Wyresdale  Fishery  Company)  has 
so  far  recovered  his  sight  as  to  be  able  to  once  more  "  get 
into  harness."  One  night  recently  I  saw  him  "  gingerly  " 
crossing  the  road  in  Fleet-street,  and  the  way  he  dodged 
the  traffic  was  sufficient  to  convince  me  that  he  now  can 
£03.  Well  done,  Andrew  !  Tour  enforced  rest  has  done 
you  little  harm,  for  you  are  J" fit"  to  go  to  the  front — 
when  wanted.  Hope  to  see  you  again  soon  in  our  little 
village. 


The  following  circular  has  lean  issued  to  clubs ; 
"  129.  Battersea-rise,  London,  S.W.  To  the  Secretary, 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  no  convenience  here  for  my  handsome 
case  of  salmon  trout,  which  was  photographed  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  July  8  last,  containing  twenty-one 
various  specimens,  indicating  the  growth  of  fish  from 
infancy  to  mature  age.  The  size  of  case  is  7ft.  by  5ft.  It 
took  the  medal  and  diploma  at  the  Fisheries  Exhibition 
of  1883,  also  first  prize  and  diploma  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium  1895.  I  am  about  to  offer  the  same  to  100 
jnembers  at  7s.  6d.  each.  The  shares  should  be  applied 
for  as  early  as  possible,  as  there  are  some  250  clubs  in 
London  alone.  Application  should  be  made  to  me,  with 
P.O.  for  the  amount,  atd  I  will  in  return  send  a  share  or 
shares  for  the  amount.  Any  club  or  member  can  have  a 
share.  The  place  and  date  I  will  let  all  shareholders 
know.  This  is  a  grand  opportunity  for  a  club  to  add  to 
their  collection  of  fish.  It  can  be  seen  at  Dixon's 
Depository,  Harrow-road,  W.  By  kindly  leading  this  to 
your  members,  or  placing  it  on  your  notice  board,  you  will 
greatly  oblige. — Yours  truly,  John  R.  Willson  (late 
Treasurer  Blackfriars  Angling  Society)." 

 >♦♦♦<  

A  CONSIGNMENT  of  caip  has  recently  helped  to  increase 
the  fishing  possibilities  in  the  Adur.  The  fish,  which  were 
introduced  to  the  river  at  Henfield ,  were  taken  out  of  the 
small  lake  at  Queen's  Park,  Brighton.  During  the  past 
twelve  months  over  500  carp  have  been  turned  into  the 
Adur. 

>  »  *  *  ( 

Only  a  pin  !  yet  it  calmly  lay 
On  the  tufced  floor,  in  the  light  of  day, 
And  it  shone  serenely  fair  and  bright. 
Reflecting  back  the  noonday  light. 

Only  a  boy  !  yet  he  saw  that  pin. 
And  his  face  assumed  a  fiendish  grin  ; 
He  ttooped  for  a  while,  with  look  intent, 
Till  he  and  the  pin  alike  were  bent. 

Only  a  chair  !  but  upon  its  seat 
A  well-bent  pin  found  safe  retreat ; 
Nor  had  the  keenest  eye  discerned 
That  heavenward  its  point  was  turned. 

Only  a  man  !  but  he  chanced  to  drop 
Upon  that  chair,  when — fizz  !  tang  !  pop ! 
He  leafed  like  a  cork  from  out  of  a  bottle, 
And  opened  wide  his  valve  de  throttle. 

Only  a  yell !    Though  an  honest  one, 
It  lacked  the  element  of  fun ; 
And  boy  and  man,  and  pin  and  chair. 
In  wild  confusion  mingled  there. 


On  Wednesday  evening  last  the  concert  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.  was  a  pronounced  success,  The  large  room  of  the 
Central  Finsbury  Radical  Club  was  crowded — over  600 
being  present.  The  artists  (under  the  superintendence  of 
Messrs.  Bewsey  and  Ccckhill)  were  in  good  form,  and 
delighted  the  immense  audience.  Mr.  E.  Garrity  was  an 
excellent  chairman.  The  pirce  de  resistance  was  the 
lantern  lecture,  entitled,  "  Fishing  and  Holiday  Trips  by 
the  S,E.R."  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (sec,  of  Central  Associa- 
tion) explained,  in  his  own  inimitable  way,  his  rambles 
around  Ramfgate,  Margate,  Deal,  Dover,  Canterbury, 
Minster,  and  Sandwich ;  fishing  on  the  Stour  at  Grove 
Ferry,  Sturry,  Minster,  Chilham,  also  river  Meiway; 
views  of  W.M.C.  and  I.  Union  Convalescent  Home  at 
PegweU  Bay,  and  some  of  the  committee  who  work  for  it. 

 >»»♦<  

The  first  steamboat  constructed  on  the  plan  of  those 
used  at  the  present  day  was  built  at  New  York,  by  Robert 
Fulton,  in  1807.  He  provided  his  rude  boat  with 
machinery,  mostly  of  his  own  invention.  When  it  was 
being  built  it  was  called  "Fulton's  Folly,"  and  everyone 
laughed  at  the  idea.  Many  persons  gravely  declared  that, 
even  if  successful,  steamboats  would  destroy  the  business 
of  sloops,  coaches,  and  stages,  and  that  they  would  make 
the  water  so  muddy  that  all  the  fish  would  die.  Fulton 
bitterly  wrote  in  his  diary  that  during  the  construction 
of  his  boat  no  one  had  ever  made  to  him  a  single 
encouraging  remark  about  it.  When  the  day  of  trial 
oame,  the  boat  left  the  pier,  which  was  crowded  with 
people.  It  moved  a  short  distance  and  stopped.  Hisses 
and  sneers  came  from  the  crowd.  Fulton  went  below, 
readjusted  the  machinery,  and  again  the  vessel  moved 
onward.  Before  it  had  gone  a  (|uarter  of  a  mile  doubters 
were  convinced,  and  shouts  of  applause  arose.  The  boat 
was  named  Clermont.  It  made  the  trip  from  New  York 
to  Albany,  against  wind  and  current,  at  the  rate  of  five 
miles  an  hour.  Showers  of  pparks  flew  from  the  smoke- 
stack, the  noise  of  the  paddles  was  great,  aid  when  it 
passed  other  vessels  in  the  night  their  crews  sometimes 
hid  themselves  below  deck,  and  turned  pale  in  fear  of  the 
monster.  Such  was  the  beginning  of  steam  navigation  in 
America  and  the  world. 


"TiiK  finest  make  of  rod,  gaudiest  fly,  and  most 
luxurious  type  of  reel  have  never  furnished  one  tithe  of 
the  pleasure  produced  by  a  small  trimmed  tree  branch, 
equipped  with  part  of  u  spool  of  thread  and  a  bent  pin." 


At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  B.S.A.S  at  the  Rainbow 
on  Wednesday  evening  a  question  was  raised  by  one  of 
the  members  (Mr.  Harry  Lane)  why  there  is  no  report  of 
any  attempt  to  supplement  the  food  supply  of  our  troops 
by  catching,  or  trying  to  catch,  any  of  the  splendid  fish 
that  abound  in  the  Cape  rivers.  Perhaps  some  of  my 
friends  at  the  Cape  can  answer. 


"  Straw  Hat  "  sends  a  story  of  a  watch,  as  told  him 
by  a  friend  (?).  He  knows  a  man  in  Dorking  whose 
sister's  husband  went  fishing  at  Castle  Mill.  He  slipped, 
and  fell  into  the  deep  pool.  However,  he  soon  scrambled  ^ 
out  (tnd  shook  himself  Looking  at  his  watch,  he  found  that 
it  had  not  stopped.  The  watch  continued  to  go  well  for  a 
^ear,  when  it  slowed  down.  Taking  it  to  a  watchmaker, - 
he  asked  him  to  look  at  it,  and  he  would  call  again.  HS' 
did  so.  "  Has  your  watch  ever  fallen  into  the  water?"' 
said  he.  "  Yes,  about  a  year  ago,  when  I  fell  in  the; 
river  Mole."  "  Well,  then,  that  accounts  for  the  rust  in. 
the  works.  But,"  he  continued,  "  I  found  a  small  live 
minnow  as  well."  "Now,"  asked  the  Dorking  man, 
"how  did  that  fish  get  in,  and  what  kept  it  alive?' 
' '  No  doubt  the  spring  in  the  watch  kept  it  alive,"  retorted 
"  Straw  Hat."  "But  I  say,  young  man,  did  you  ever 
hear  of  G.  Washington?"  "Oh  yes;  he's  an  uncle  of 
mine,  and  keeps  a  pawnbroker's  shop  close  to  the  Seven 
Dials,"  replied  the  "friend."  "Well,  then,  I  should 
pawn  that  watch*,  before  it  goes  somewhere  else.  It's  a 
curiosity." 


The  extraordinary  entertainments  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium  now  include  a  jumper — Hartley  by  name — who 
delights  in  jumping  in  and  out  of  tubs  with  his  hands  and 
feet  tied,  and  while  blindfolded.  Really,  he  deserves  your 
patronage.  The  Fisheries  Exhibition  wil  open  on 
March  8,  and  will,  we  hear,  be  a  representative  and  large 
display. 


The  Lightship. 
When  boats  come  home  across  the  bar. 
And  winter's  sunlight  dies  afar. 
When  green  and  purple  dusk  creeps  down. 
And  hides  the  harbour  and  the  town. 
Each  night  far  ont  to  sea  a  beam 
Of  pale,  wan  light  sends  forth  its  gleam 
Across  the  peaceful,  darkening  tides. 
And  marks  the  lightship  where  she  rides. 

When  tempest-tossed  the  ships  slip  by 
The  foam-hid  headland,  and  the  sky 
Is  torn  with  wrack  of  scudding  cloud. 
And  winds  of  winter  cry  aloud, 
Lo,  through  the  roar  of  crashing  wave. 
Above  the  tempest's  moan  and  rave, 
A  voice  comes  o'er  the  troubled  tides, 
And  marks,  where  yet  the  lightship  rides  ! 
—Richard  Stillman  Powell  in  the  Criterion, 


This  is  one  of  "  Spinning  Minnow's,"  in  the  Bath 
Herald  :  "  How's  this  for  a  fishing  story  ?  Wynchwheel, 
telling  fish  tale  to  Rodater  :  '  I  was  pike  fishing  on  some 
preserved  water,  for  which  I  own  I  had  no  "  permit," 
when  a  tremendous  fellow  seized  my  bait  and  ran  me  out 
30yds.  of  line  before  I  could  look.  I  played  him,  and  had 
got  my  friend  into  the  shallows  at  my  feet  when  the  line, 
from  the  continued  strain,  went  off  like  a  cannon.' 
Rodster  :  '  And  the  large  pike  ?  '  Wynchwheel :  '  That 
went  off,  too.'  Rodstar :  '  And  what  followed  ? ' 
Wynchwheel :  '  Then  I  saw  the  keeper  in  the  distance  and 
I  went  off  also.'  " 


Dr.  Abernbthv  was  a  man  of  few  words.  He  disliked 
long  consultations  and  useless  details.  A  lady  knowing 
this  presented  herself  at  his  house  to  consult  him  about  a 
severe  wound  which  a  dog  had  made  on  her  arm.  She 
entered  the  room  without  saying  a  word,  uncovered  the 
wound,  and  placed  it  before  the  doctor's  eyes.  Dr.. 
Abernethy  looked  at  it  for  a  moment,  and  said.j 
"Scratch;^"  "Bite."  "Cat?"  "Dog."  "To-day?"' 
"Yesterday."  "Painful?"  "No."  The  doctor  wa* 
chirmed  with  this  conversation.  i 


How  He  Won  His  Suit. — A  Galveston  man  met  . 
friend  from  the  country  on  the  street.    "  How  do  you 
come  on  ?  "  exclaimed  the  former.    "  When  I  last  heard 
of  you,  you  had  a  lawsuit  on  hand  with  Tom  Smith  about 
a  fine  horse.    How  did  that  end  ?  "    "  I  won  it.    I  com 
pletely  got  away  with  Tom.    You  see  (he  justice  was  th 
most  honest  man  in  the  world ;  bo  I  wrote  him  a  not 
asking  him  to  accept  the  enclosed  five  dollar_  bill."  " 
should  think  the  judge  would  have  ruled  against  you  fo 
trying  to  bribe  him."    "  So  he  would  if  I  had  not  bee 
careful  to  sign  Tom  Smith's  name  instead  of  my  own. 
tell  you,  there  are  several  other  ways  of  killing  a  dog  tha 
choking  him  to  death." 

Some  very  peculiar  inscriptions  are  often  to  be  seen  o 
monuments  and  tombstones.  In  Llanymjnech  Churo 
over  the  pulpit  is  a  marble  monument  to  the  memory  of 
young  oiiioer  in  the  army,  who  died  towards  the  close  o 
ti  e  last  century  in  the  West  Indies  of  yellow  fever  "  nobl 
fighting  for  his  king  and  country."  On  a  tombstone  i 
Crigfjion  Churchyard,  w;hich  lies  at  the_  foot  of  t 
Broidden  Hills,  in  Montgomeryshire,  is  an  insciipUon 
the  memory  of  a  gentleman  named  Adams,  with  th 
Scripture  (|uotation,  "  As  in  Adam  all  die,"  &o.  A  wa 
suggested  this  should  read,  to  be  more  appropriate,  "A 
with  Adams  all.die,'  &o.  Diugnkt.  _ 
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ilofes  from  tf)c  ilotrti). 


AxGLERS  ara  haying  a  very  trying  time  of  it.  Ever 
since  the  season  opened  evidences  have  been  forthcoming 
at  every  turn  of  lots  of  fish  being  about,  yet  scarcely  a  fly 
can  be  got  oat  for  the  weather. 

On  the  Dee  fresh  fish  have  been  found  all  the  way  up 
from  Banchory  to  Ballater  by  anglers  working  off  the  ice, 
and  with  anything  like  decent  weather  conditions  sport 
would  be  fairly  brisk  indeed. 


Sandy  Boss  had  the  honour  of  first  blood  on  the  Dee. 
He  creeled  two  beauties  the  second  day_  of  the  season  on 
the  Upper  Blackball  water.  It  took  him  all  day  Monday 
to  make  a  hole  in  the  ice,  but  then  his  success  followed. 

Mr.  Russell  has  the  first  month  on  the  Glentana  Dee 
water,  after  which  he  goea  to  the  Deveron.  It  is  extremely 
hard  for  Mr.  Eussell,  who  pays  such  a  very  long  rental, 
to  have  to  stand  idly  by.  He  went  up  last  Monday  after 
spending  the  first  week  in  waiting  in  the  hopes  of  bei  ng 
able  to  get  a  hole  made  somewhere. 


John  Mortimer  had  five  fish  on  the  Woodend  section  on 
Friday  during  a  partial  thaw.  All  fine  spring  beauties, 
ranging  up  to  91b.   

Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell  arrived  on  Monday  at  Desswood, 
which  he  has  from  Major  Davidson  for  the  first  month  of 
the  season.  Here  Mr.  EusaeU  and  his  famous  fisherman, 
John  Harper,  made  the  record  score  on  the  Dee  a  few 
seasons  back.   

The  streams  were  in  flood  on  Monday  morning,  and  the 
water  was  coming  over  the  ice  several  inches,  but  not 
enough  to  move  the  solid  cakes,  and  without  such  a  lifting 
little  sport  may  be  looked  for. 


A  blizzard  was  experienced  all  over  the  north  on 
Monday  night  and  all  day  Tuesday.  The  roads  are 
blocked  as  I  write,  and  although  there  are  signs  that  the 
worst  may  be  psist,  yet  a  full  foot  of  fresh  snow  has 
fallen  within  the  past  twenty-four  hours. 

Anglers  were  out  on  the  Dee  on  Saturday  for  the  first 
time  in  anything  like  force.  It  was  an  ideal  fishing  day, 
bar  the  miniature  icebergs  on  the  riverside.  It  will  take 
some  time  yet  before  the  last  is  seen  of  them,  especially  on 
the  upper  reaches. 

Fifty  pounds  a  month  is  now  the  usual  rent  asked  for  a 
small  beat  on  the  Aberdeen  Dee.  Two  decades  ago  that 
would  have  covered  a  whole  season  on,  say,  the  Borrow- 
stone  water,  from  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  .31,  and  would  have  been 
thought  plenty.   

There  is  just  one  thing  proprietors  have  to  keep  in 
mind.  They  have  the  baU  at  their  feet  just  now,  but  to 
maintain  the  game  on  fair  terms,  and  keep  the  pliy  in 
their  hands,  they  will  have  to  nurse  their  waters  to  the 
fullest.  The  possibilities  of  other  places  are  unknown, 
but  nevertheless  are  great — Ireland,  for  instance.  And 
once  gone  they  will  be  hard  to  get  back  again. 

Special  Scotch. 


Ipcdvincfal  Botea 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
Although  Thursday  evening  last  was  one  of  the  most 
wretched  nights  that  we  have  had  for  years,  owing  to  the 
snow  and  rain  that  fell  throughout  the  day,  it  did  not 
deter  the  members  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  from  turning  np  in  strong  force  at  the  monthly 
meeting,  which  was  held  on  that  evening  at  the  head- 
quarters. Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  White 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  minutes  of  the  previoug 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  after  which  Mr.  White 
gave  in  a  report  of  his  interview  with  the  Gaiety  Music 
Hall  authorities  re  the  annual  benefit  concert  on  behalf  of 
the  funds  of  the  society.  The  report  went  to  show  that 
the  company  had  the  matter  under  their  consideration, 
but  the  ter  .  s  for  the  hiring  of  the  hall  had  not  been 
arranged.  Under  the  circumstances  it  was  resolved  to 
allow  the  matter  to  stand  over  until  the  next  monthly 
meeting.  The  appointing  of  the  divisional  committees 
were  as  follows :  No.  1,  Messrs.  Foster,  Bagley,  Wright, 
Roberts,  and  Glover  ;  No.  2,  Messrs.  McMullen,  Shale, 
Underwood,  Fitter,  and  Reeves ;  No.  Messrs.  Jolly, 
Egerton,  Giiman,  Dearn,  and  Twigg  ;  No.  4,  Messrs.  Jones, 
Bailey  Carrie,  Haddock,  and  Gabb.  It  was  decided  to 
visit  the  Gun^  Haib  jrne,  Balsall  Heath,  Britannia,  and 
West  Bromwich  societies  previous  to  the  next  committee 
meeting.  It  was  decided  to  hold  the  annual  contest  on 
Satnrfiay  afternoon,  July  14,  providing  arrangements  osn 
be  made  with  the  railway  companies  to  run  to  Stoke 
Golding,  Alrewaa,  Wilmcote,  or  any  other  suitable  place 
which  will  be  convenient  to  the  railway  companies,  the 
necessary  arrangements  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  vice- 
chairman.  The  Midland  Piscatorials  have  decided  to  put 
another  large  quantity  of  fish  iuto  the  river  Trent  near  to 
Alrewa*  ;  the  river  in  this  district  is  already  well  stocked 
with  fish,  and  when  the  new  supply  is  added  it  will  be  one 


of  the  best  portions  of  the  river  in  the  Midlands.  The 
St.  George's,  Birmingham  Heath,  and  Camden  clubs 
have  jointly  decided  to  re-stock  the  river  Anker  from 
Amington  down  to  Tamworth  with  a  large  quantity 
of  roach.  This  portion  of  the  river  is  rented  by  the 
clubs  named,  and  will  go  a  long  way  to  benefit  the 
sport  and  add  extra  attractions  for  new  members  to  join 
the  clubs,  and  also  to  encourage  the  members  to  patronise 
this  river,  which  is  so  easy  of  access  from  Birmingham. 
The  Dudley  Society  is  now  making  rapid  numerical  pro- 
gress, which  no  doubt  is  due  to  the  splendid  pool  they  have 
been  fortunate  in  acquiring  within  easy  distance  from  their 
town.  They  have  made  over  thirty  members  during  the 
last  month,  and  other  names  have  been  handed  to  the 
secretary  for  nomination.  A  number  of  our  small  clubs 
are  miking  arrangements  to  fish  contests  previous  to  the 
close  time  coming  in.  These  contests  will  be  chiefly  fished 
in  the  canals,  but  if  the  weather  does  not  change  soon 
these  contests  will  have  to  be  abandoned.  Some  of  the 
clubs  have  a  number  of  prizes  left  on  hand  from  contests 
held  last  year,  and  it  is  their  wish  to  clear  these  from  the 
rooms  to  make  way  for  the  prizes  for  their  annual  contests. 
We  have  had  some  more  bad  weather,  which  has  made  it 
impossible  for  fishing.  Our  rivers  are  still  flooded  and  in 
a  very  bad  state ;  in  some  of  the  low-lying  districts  the 
water  is  over  the  fields.  This  has  been  been  caused  by  the 
heavy  rains  and  the  rapid  thaw.  We  had  a  slight  fall  of 
snow  on  Feb.  31,  which  was  followed  by  a  bright,  clear 
day,  but  it  will  take  some  time  before  angling  of  any 
description  can  be  had,  and  then  it  will  be  only  in  the 
canals. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  pursuits  ara  at  a  standstill  owing  to  the  flooded 
condition  of  the  Fen  rivers  and  drains..  Many  of  them 
have  overflowed  their  banks,  and  large  tracts  of  land  are 
under  water.  Heavy  rain  has  succeeded  the  snowfall,  and 
there  is  every  probability  of  the  present  state  of  things 
continuing  for  some  time.  The  outlook  is  consequently 
very  bad.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Tuesday)  the  floods 
showed  very  little  signs  of  abatement. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  last  week's  heavy  snowstorms,  rains  and  rapid 
thaws  since,  all  the  waters  in  East  Yorkshire  and  North 
Lincolnshire  are  much  flooded,  and  in  some  parts  have 
overflowed,  causing  acres  of  land  to  be  under  water. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Holderness  A.  A.  a  nice  little 
sum  was  subscribed  to  the  local  War  Fund ;  and  at  a 
smoking  concert,  held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel  by  the 
Clarence  A. A.,  the  sum  of  £2  16s.  lOJd.  was  realised,  and 
on  the  hat  going  round,  after  Mr.  Dooley's  reciting  of  the 
"  Absent- Minded  Beggar,"  a  further  sum  of  lis.  2Jd.  was 
subscribed,  making  a  total  of  £3  8s.  Id.  to  the  local  fund 
for  the  wives  and  families  of  our  absentees.  Anglers  who 
visit  the  lower  portion  of  the  River  Hull  will  hear 
with  regret  of  the  sudden  death  of  Mrs.  Harrison,  the 
much  respected  hostess  of  the  Coach  and  Horses 
Hostelry,  at  Dunswell.  The  Hull  Angling  Preservation 
Society  have  been  granted  500  yearling  trout  by  the  York- 
shire Fishery  Board,  which  fish,  on  arrival,  will  be  turned 
into  the  river  Hull,  at  Grovehill.  The  Drifiield  Anglers' 
Club  are  also  to  benefit  from  the  same  source  with  a  like 
amount  of  yearlings  for  their  waters.  The  privilege  tickets 
for  1900  are  now  ready  for  members  of  both  the  Hull  and 
District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  and  the  Hull  Angling 
Preservation  Associations,  and  as  it  is  necessary  for  anglers 
travelling  by  the  various  trains  leaving  the  HuU  stations 
to  produce  their  tickets  for  this  season,  early  application 
should  be  made  to  the  secretaries  at  headquarters, 
the  Queen's  Hotel  for  the  former,  and  the  White 
Horse  Hotel  for  the  latter.  The  proprietors  of  the 
Hull  News  are  again  offering  their  annual  prize  to 
the  Hull  anglers  for  specimen  fish  caught  during  the 
season  of  1900,  but  I  fear  very  few  specimens  will  be 
secnred  before  the  close  season  for  coarse  fish,  as  the 
waters  are  all  very  much  out  of  condition ;  but  as  trout 
are  included  in  the  list  prospects  are  far  better  than  last 
season,  for  the  fish  are  already  in  very  fair  condition  and 
fairly  numerous  in  the  upper  waters.  Local  anglers  must 
he  provided  with  the  necessary  shilling  licence  on  fishing 
any  open  waters  in  the  Yorkshire  fishery  district,  which 
single  licence  being  a  rod  licenca  covers  all  waters  in  the 
said  district  they  may  have  privilege  to  fish.  The  Wal- 
tonian  A.S.,  at  their  annual  meeting,  elected  oflicers  and 
arranged  matters  for  the  season.  The  Albion  A  A.,  of 
East  Hull,  have  also  held  their  annual  meeting  and 
elected  their  executive  for  1900. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
The  Wigan  and  District  Anglers'  Amalgamated  Associa- 
tion held  their  annual  dinner  last  week-end  ;  the  event 
was  a  success  in  every  way.  Councillor  Levi  Booth 
(president)  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Robert  Melling  in 
the  vice-chair.  Some  interesting  news  may  be  expected 
shortly  from  Wigan.'  Mr.  William  Perrin,  the  watjher  in 
charge  of  the  canal  from  Worsley  to  Leigh,  both  for  the 
Sbip  Canal  Company  and  the  Fishery  Board,  has  just 
celebrated  his  sixty-fifth  birthday.  Tha  annual  report  of 
the  Ribble  Conservators  contains  some  interesting  infor- 
mation. At  the  close  of  1898  the  secretary  thought 
it  was  impossible  for  the  salmon  fishing  to  be  any 
worse,  but  1899  was  even  worse.  The  number  of  fish 
taken  in  the  nets  was  very  small,  and  only  sixteen  were 
taken  with  the  rod,  the  heaviest  14Jlb.,  caught  in  the 
Hodder.  The  recent  spawning  season  was  not  a  good  one. 
Sea  trout  were  more  plentiful,  and  are  certainly  increasing, 
the  heaviest  fish  was  4^1b.  Grayling  are  reported  to  be 
increasing  in  the  Ribble  between  Clitheroe  and  HelUfield. 
No  less  than  three  hatcheries  are  at  work  in  replenishing 
the  stock  of  trout.  Sixty  thousand  ova  are  now  in  the 
hatcheries  under  treatment.  The  report  of  the  Glitheroe 
A.S.  with  respect  to  stocking  the  Ribble  is  pleasing  to 
read.    They  have  20,000  ova  on  the  grills,  have  turned  out 


1400  yearlings,  and  have  a  further  1400  all  but  ready.  The 
Bollin  continues  to  receive  attention  from  the  Warrington 
A. A.  Only  a  few  days  since  another  consignment  of  fish 
found  a  new  home  in  this  water.  Marple,  although  not  in 
Lancashire,  is  so  near  and  so  closely  allied  to  us  that  their 
news  interests  us.  They  have  jost  emerged  from  a  financial 
year  covered  with  successes  and  £20  in  hand.  The  com- 
mittee have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  to  make  a  club 
a  success  there  must  be  fishing  all  the  year  round,  and 
accordingly  have  acquired  a  water  which  is  to  be  specially 
stocked  with  pike.  The  members  appear  to  be  well  off  for 
other  waters,  including  some  good  trout  fishing.  Out  of  a 
total  of  9000  members  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Associa- 
tion, Lancashire  contributes  635,  Warrington  425,  and 
Liverpool  210. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
To  what  proportions  the  roll-call  of  the  County 
Palatine  Anglers'  Association  will  attain  remains  to  be 
seen.  The  general  secretary  writes  that  two  more  strong 
societies  have  recently  joined,  viz.,  the  Old  House  at 
Home  Angling  Society,  Salford,  and  the  Boathouse 
Angling  Society,  Irlam.  The  waters  committee,  now  that 
the  frost  is  gone,  hope  to  commence  stocking  operations 
once  again,  and  to  fully  utilise  the  remaining  few  weeks  of 
suitable  weather.  Mr.  Robert  A.  Baldwin  writes  to  say 
that  the  large  pike  he  caught  last  November  is  now  at  his 
house,  St.  George's  Tavern,  Dawson-street,  after  being 
beautifully  mounted  by  Cooper  and  Sons.  The  Wellington 
A.S.,  Moston,  have  just  successfully  disposed  of  a  social 
event  with  every  satisfaction.  They  had  vocil  and 
instrumental  music,  recitals,  lantern  show,  and  a 
collection  for  the  popular  sympathetic  funds. 
On  Feb.  26  the  Moss  Side  Socials  hold  the  second  social 
evening  under  the  new  arrangement  of  stopping  business 
at  nine  o'clock.  Mr.  Sam  Hall  is  providing  the  pro- 
gramme, and  Mr.  Tom  Driver  will  occupy  the  chair.  On 
the  same  date  the  Union  Chapel  A.S.  will  be  similarly 
engaged.  Mr.  C.  E.  Hushill  is  arranging  an  admirable 
programme.  The  fishing  fever  has  penetrated  to  our 
general  post  office,  and  we  are  to  have  a  postman's  angling 
society.  It  wUl  be  known  as  the  Eastern  Dbtrict  Sorting 
Office  Angling  Society.  The  membership  already  is  up- 
wards of  forty-five,  and  Mr.  H.  Hall  is  the  hon.  sec.  A 
most  encouraging  report  is  to  hand  from  the  secretary 
of  the  Beswick  and  District  Angling  Society.  After 
dealing  with  1899,  it  is  mentioned  that  a  match  is  to  be 
fished  before  close  season  by  way  of  a  wind-up,  the  event 
to  take  place  on  March  11.  On  Monday  last  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  Levenshulme  Angling  Society  indulged 
in  a  social  evening.  The  room  was  well  filled  to  hear  Mr. 
S.  Boswell's  lecture,  "A  Scamper  through  the  States," 
illustrated  by  views  taken  by  the  learned  lecturer.  Other 
views  of  well-known  fishing  resorts  were  thrown  upoa  the 
screen,  the  lanterns  being  worked  by  Mr.  P.  Bibby. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
Sport  in  this  district  has  been  of  the  most  meagre 
description  for  some  days  now.  At  first  the  frost  stopped 
everything,  then  the  rivers  came  down  in  flood  from  the 
melting  of  the  snow,  and  now  the  high  tidee  have  spoiled 
all  chance  of  fishing  on  the  rivers  for  a  time.  The  broads 
are  nearly  all  clear  of  ice  now,  and  in  some  cases  are  in 
very  good  order  for  fishing,  while  others  are  still  covered 
with  a  layer  of  rotten  ice.  The  pike  season  will  soon  be 
at  an  end  now,  and  it  has  been  the  worst  for  many  years 
owing  to  the  bad  weather.  Weeks  of  frost  and  enow, 
followed  by  high  tides  and  thick  water,  have  made  the  last 
two  months  absolutely  blank.  The  annual  general  meeting 
of  the  Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society  is  to  be  held 
on  Monday,  March  6,  at  the  Bell  Hotel,  Norwich,  for  the 
election  of  oflicers,  adoption  of  accounts,  and  any  business 
of  importance  connected  with  the  fishing  in  this  district 
that  may  occur. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
Angling  pursuits  have  been  at  a  complete  standstill  for  a 
week.  Floods  appear  to  have  inundated  the  country,  and 
the  one  experienced  by  us  has  been  within  a  few  inches  of 
the  memorable  visitation  of  1864.  At  the  period  of  writing 
a  slight  subsidence  was  taking  place,  and  indications 
pointed  to  a  more  favourable  change  in  the  state  of  the 
weather.  Members  of  the  City  Nag's  Head  Society  were 
to  have  engaged  in  their  final  match  of  the  season  at 
Girton  on  Tuesday,  but  the  flood  necessitated  a  post- 
ponement. No  date  has,  so  far,  been  fixed  for  bringing 
the  competition  to  a  head.  Members  of  the  City  Pisca- 
torials have  arranged  to  try  conclusions  at  Rolleston  to-day 
(Saturday).  The  arrangements  may,  however,  have  t) 
undergo  alteration.  Considerable  damage  up  and  down 
the  river  has  been  reported. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
The  deep  snow  which  recently  covered  the  Welsh 
mountains  has  nearly  all  melted,  and  the  united  waters  of 
the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  have  for  several  days  been  steadQy 
rising.  Many  acres  of  meadow  land  are  now  submerged, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  low-lying  dwellings  on  the  river- 
side at  Shrewsbury  and  Iron  Bridge  are  becoming  alarmed 
lest  they  should  experience  a  repetition  of  the  miseries 
occasioned  by  a  disastrous  flood  such  as  that  which 
occurred  last  winter.  _  Needless  to  add,  there  is  no  angling 
possible  in  the  running  waters,  but  the  pools  and  canal 
will  yield  sport  to  those  who  have  a  mind  to  seek  it. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
Angling  quite  at  a  standstill  in  this  district.  Since  my 
last  notes  we  have  been  visited  with  boisterous  winds, 
frostSj  snow,  hail,  a  deluge  of  rain,  and  to-day  beautiful 
sunshine.  Every  streamlet  is  pouring  a  torrent  of  muddy 
water  into  our  rivers,  which  are  in  flood — the  highways  in 
some  districts  being  impassable — and  thousands  of  acres 
of  land  are  under  water,  the  rise  in  some  places  being  so 
rapid  that  many  sheep  and  much  farm  produce  has  been 
sw6pt  away.    The  rivers  will  have  a  thorough  clearing 
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OGDEN  &,  SCOTFORD 

19,  LEICESTER 

WILL   SHORTLY  HOLD  A 

SALE  OF  RODS,  FLIES,  &  TACK 

AT  THEIR  NEW  PREMISES, 

3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE 


CLOSE   TO    CHARING  CROSS, 


GRAYLING  FLIES, 

Winged  or  Hackle,  in  great  variety,  X/6  per  dozen. 

"  Dale's  Dove  pattern  of  the  Red  Tag  is  rej-y  attractive,  and  we  hope  before  lo:  g 
to  see  one  at  the  end  of  our  line  floating  down  to  a  steadily  rising  grayling." 

R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  Fishing  Oaeette. 


F.  W.  DALE,  Angler  and  Fly  Dresser,  HANLEY,  STAFFS. 

■     ■               ■  ■  A      ^   ■  8  ^I'B'  Oox'b  Style  and  Pat- 

I     I  #"  A  I  I  #\    IVI  I    ^'^^     terns,   Is.  6a.  to  2s. 

K  J  I  I  I  ^1  I     M  dozen,  post  free.  Buffer 

I     I               i^H  #     m  I    ^  EnotOaatB,  Is.  6d.  ea<:h 

FLOATING 

FL.I  ES.  doz. 

Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  SaUARE.  WINCHESTER.  HANTS. 


Oevon  and  Torkshire  Hackles   Is.  Sd.  dozen. 

New  Pattern  Beetles    2s.  Od.  dozen. 

HereoleB  Oasts   Is.  3d.  each. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

The  Price  List  (grratis)  contains  the  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Pish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Grayling,  Char,  Pike,  Eels,  Gtoldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch, 
Roach,  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &o.,  &o.    Apply  to 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOB   FISHERY,  CAISTOB,  lilNCOLNSHIBE. 


Fish  Food,  Ground-bait,  Apparatus,  and  Carriers  on  Sale. 

N.B. — The  Stock  Pish  have  taken  twenty  years  to  aceumulate,  and  consist  of 
the  finest  strains  in  the  world.  They  run  up  to  161b.,  and  include  pure  Wycombe 
Fish,  which,  on  the  authority  of  the  late  Mr.  Francis,  are  the  best  breed  in  the  Empire. 
Other  choice  varieties  have  been  taken  from  the  Test,  Kennet,  and  other  waters. 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES  FOR  THE  "  PISHIN&  GAZETTE  " 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  TH 

PUBLISHING    OFFICE,    BREAM'S    BUILDINGS,  E.G. 

Price  as.  6d.        Post  Pree  is.  gd. 


NOW  READY.-THIRD  EDITION. 

THE  ^ 

NINETEENTH  CENTURY 

A  MONTHLY  REVIEW.  EDITED   BY  JAMES  KNOWLES. 

No.  276. 

FEBRUARY,  1900.    Price  2s.  6d. 

I.  The  " Confusion  Worse  Confounded"  at  the  War  Office. 

the  late  General  Sir  George  Chesnet  ;  wiih  an  Inti-oductioi 
by  Spencer  Wilkinson. 
The  Militia.    By  the  Ripfht  Hon.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart. 
MP. 

The  Militia  Ballot.    By  the  Eight  Hon.  Viscount  de  Vesc 
(late  Coldstream   Guards   and  Lieut-Colonel  CommandinL 
Honourable  Artillery  Company). 
Our  Peace  Training  for  War.     Guilty  or  Not  Guilty  ?  Br 

Colonel  Lonsdale  Hale. 
Dr.  Mivart  oi  the  Continuity  of  Catholicism.     By  the  R«t 

Father  Clarke,  S.J. 
The  Two  Reports  of  the  Licensing  Commission.    By  the  Righi 

Hon.  Sir  Algernon  West,  K.C.B.  (Vice-chairman). 
The  Georgics  of  Virgil,  Book  II.,  lines  458-542.    By  the  Righ< 

Hon.  Lord  Burghclere. 
The  New  Mysticism   in   Scandinavia.     By  Miss  Hermioni 
Ramsden. 

Electrical   Engineering  and   the   Municipalities.     By  A  A 

Campbell  Swinton,  M.Inst.C.E. 
Harmonic  Literature.    By  Joseph  H.  Choate,  junior. 
Ancient  Egyptian  Ceramic  Art.    By  Henrt  Wallis. 
Some  Stray  Shots  and  a  Moral.    By  R.  B.  Townshend. 
In  the  Alps  of  Dauphine.    By  Miss  Gertrude  Lothian  Be" 
Neutrals  and  the  War.    By  John  Macdonell,  C.B. 
The  Newspapers.    By  Sir  Wemtss  Reid. 


II. 
IIL 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

X. 
XI. 
XII. 
XIII. 
XIV. 
XV. 


ORDER  THROUGH  ANY  BOOKSELLER. 


London:  SAIMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  B.C. 


8th  ANNUAL  YACHTING  EXHIBITION 

Now  Open  until  March  1,  1900, 


AT  THE 


ROYAL  AQUARIUM,  WESTMINSTER. 

The  9th  ANNUAL  FISHERIES  EXHIBITIO 

Will  be  Open  from  March  8  to  April  5,  1900. 

Early   application  /'or   space   should   be   made   to   the   MANAGING    DIRECTOR,  Royal  Aquarium, 
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oot,  and  with  a  few  days  dry  weather  the  water 
will  gab-ide,  and  there  will  be  time  for  gome 
coarse  fiahiog  before  the  close  time  commences 
Salmon  fishing  has  been  very  indifferent  since  the  opening 
day,  the  nets  are  now,  and  have  been  for  some  days,  on 
the  8tai:68  drying.  A  couple  of  very  fine  fish  caught  at 
Clevelode,  a  few  miles  down  the  river,  were  exhibited  at 
Mr.  Hont's,  fishmonger  in  this  city,  and  he  had  a  lovely 
lot  of  troat  in  excellent  condition,  on  sale,  which 
attracted  much  attention — they  were  taken  in  the  river 
Exe  I  was  told.  This  heavy  water  wiU  be  axue  to  bring 
tome  salmon  up  the  river. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  extraordinary  conditions  of  weather  have  been 
favourable  to  the  development  of  discontent  in  the  breasts 
of  most  anglers,  who  are  only  human  after  all.  The  hopei 
which  were  encouraged  in  the  early  part  of  last  week  were 
blasted  before  it  was  out.  Yorkshire  was  visited  by 
terrible  snowstorm,  which  broke  telegraph  and  telephone 
wires,  and  cut  off  communication  between  towns  and  with 
London,  which  was  isolated  from  the  city  of  York  for 
upwards  of  sixty  hours.  The  snow,  beautiful  to  see  on 
hedges  and  trees,  lay  to  a  great  depth,  and  crossing  the 
country  without  getting  half  buried  was  for  a  time  out  of 
the  question.  Bodmen  stayed  at  home,  and  no  wonder 
As  had  been  anticipated,  when  the  storm  had 
passed,  and  the  thaw  was  fairly  established,  the 
melting  snow  from  hills  and  dales  joined  the  falling 
rains  to  swell  the  streams,  many  of  which  are  still 
nearly  bank  full,  and  are  overrunning  the  lands.  The 
waters,  too,  are  extremely  discoloured, and  the  snow  broth  is 
abundant.  It  follows  that  riverside  haunts  have  been 
deserted  by  fishermen,  and  the  principal  rivers  can  hardly 
resume  their  normal  conditions  until  another  week  or 
more  las  elapsed.  Anglers  who  are  obliged  to  spend  a 
holiday  at  home  find  some  consolation  in  the  harmony  of 
each  other's  company,  and  in  the  opportunity  which  a 
seeeonable  dinner  or  a  smoker  affords  to  exchange  mutual 
expressions  of  hope  and  dissatisfaction.  It  is  quite 
possible  to  live  in  hope  without  dying  in  despair. 
Anglers,  who  are  among  the  most  sorely  tried  of 
sportsmen,  are  witnesses  of  the  fact. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  J.  MusGBAVE.— The  Black  and  Brown  Alders  are 
oocamonaUy  dressed  hackle  instead  of  wings. — Ed. 

Intestigator  (Dublin). — Correspondents  must  send 
their  names  and  addresses  with  their  lettei  a. 

Recruit.— You  may  fiah  for  coarse  fish  on  the  Thames 
up  to  and  including  March  15.  The  doie  season  ends  on 
Jane  15,  so  that  the  river  is  "open"  on  June  16.  The 
reason  that  anglers  are  allowed  to  fish  in  the  A.B  S.  com- 
petition on  March  18  on  the  Lea  is  that  the  close  time  for 
that  river  is  from  April  1  to  June  30.  The  Lea  opens  on 
July  I.   


■We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents  ] 

NATUKAL  FLIES. 

Dear  Sie,— If  there  is  one  thing  that  interests  a  fly- 
fisher  more  than  playing  bis  fish  it  is  "  the  fly."  Has  he 
the  right  fly  on,  and,  if  the  right  fly,  is  it  the  right  shade 
jf  colour  ?  The  angler  can  only  decide  these  important 
juestioDs  by  catching  the  flies  that  are  flitting  over  the 
stream  aa  they  rise  from  its  bed  or  are  flying  about 
t«  banks.  Having  gone  so  far,  would  it  not  ba 
»i»e  to  imprison  Ua  captive  in  a  smaU  bottle,  carried  for 
;his  purpose  in  hie  waistcoat  pocket,  and  when  he  arrives 
lome  label  it  with  place,  date,  and  name  ?  Then  if  he  ties 
ais  own  flies  he  has  the  best  copy— that  of  nature— and  if 
aot  he  can  forward  the  flies  to  a  professional  fly  tyer  to 
jet  exactly  what  is  wanted,  provided  the  fly  retains  its 
beautiful  colouring.  As  far  as  can  be  judged  by  our 
Mghest  authority  in  these  matters,  this  is  attained  by 
jlacing  the  flies  in  two-thirds  pure  alcohol  and  one-third 
!  per  cent,  forr-alin  for  a  few  hours,  and  then  transfer  to 
wttle  containing  only  2  per  cent,  formalin,  and  corked 
JT-tight  and  kept  in  the  dark,  or  subjects  will  fade. 

I  think  for  the  practical  purpose  of  cipying  March 
irowDs,  alders,  batchelor's  buttons,  and  sedges  should  be 
r«ated  aa  microscopical  sabjects,  but  not  immersing  them 
n  potash  or  pressing  them  out  of  their  natural  shape  but 
oounting  them  in  a  metal  ring  ia  the  best,  but  the 
phemenda;  are  too  delicate,  and  lose  their  tints  in  the 
irooesB,  therefore  we  mu«t  use  formalin  for  them  in  the 
lottles  ae  above. 

?*^.be«n  suggested  that  flies  caught  and  placed  in 
nick  white  blotting  piper,  and  not  pressed  too  hard  so  as 
5  distort  the  shapa  and  size  of  the  bodies,  would  be  an 
fiective  way  of  preserving  them.  This  I  mean  to  try  this 
ammer,  and  then,  if  proved  satisfactory,  eould  be 
rrMged  m  an  entomological  cabinet,  but  much  fear  they 
onld  soon  be  like  those  at  the  Entomological  Museum, 
.  Kensington,  only  shrivelled  mummies,  and  useless  for 
ae  purpose  of  copying. 

JUny  of  your  readers  doubtless  have  made  experiments  • 
hat  do  they  say  ? 

.For  a  private  individual  to  make  a  collection  of  natural 
lei  u  a  life  s  work,  and  then,  with  one  exception  (Mr. 
^lord  »)  must  be  very  impsrfect.  But,  sir,  why  should 
<^'°b  throughout  the  country,  from  John  o'  Groats 
)  i«nd  I  Lnd,  endeavour  to  assist  each  other  by  making 
ioc»J  collection,  never  forgetting  to  label  the  name, 
lace  caught,  and  date  on  each  subject  ?  The  bottles  and 
""•'Ul  are  cheap  enough. 

Bat  our  object  is  not  local.    A  duplicate  fly  could  be 


sent  up  to  you,  and  thus  from  all  parts  of  the  country  , 
complete  museum  of  natural  angling  flies  could  be  housed 
with  those  sent  at  your  request  last  year. 

Many  flies  that  are  good  killers  may  not  hive  a  local 
name.  These  could  be  placed  together,  an  1  the  place  and 
date  form  a  standpoint  to  work  from. 

Yon  were  good  enough  to  present  the  flies  sent  you  to 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  for  its  museum. 

In  conclusion,  our  hearty  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Wm 
Fishbourne  for  Irish  flies :  Mr.  D.  T.  Bathgate,  Scotch 
flies  J  Mr.  J.  Pickering,  Welsh  flies  ;  Mr.  Miller,  of  Leeds 
and  many  gentlemen,  for  English  flies. 

F.  R,  Ohlbon. 

Fly  Fishers'  Club,  8,  Haymarket, 
London,  W. 

[We  have  asked  Mr.  Ohlson  if  he  will  be  kind  enough  to 
mention  the  names  of  the  flies  sent,  if  possible.  Except 
in  the  case  of  Stone  Flies  and  other  large  common  flies, 
there  was  great  difficulty  in  identifying  samples  sent  in 
spirits,  but  we  are  greatly  obliged  to  those  of  our  readers 
who  so  kindly  sent  specimens,  and  later  on  may  ask  them 
to  do  so  again  in  some  improved  method. — Ed.  F.  G.J 


HERRINGS  AND  GREY  MULLET. 
Dear  Maeston,— I  have  read  Mr.  Hearder's  letter  in 
laet  week's  Fishing  Gazette  with  much  interest. 

As  to  the  herrings,  they  need  not  be  in  large  numbers 
to  be  taken  with  the  "  jigger."  It  is  not  simply  a 
poaching  contrivance  which  lugs  them  out  "  wUly-nilly," 
but  they  run  at  it  with  an  avidity  which  no  other  bait 
seems  to  excite,  and  get  hooked  in  various  ways,  but  the 
maj  irity  by  the  head.  When  the  first  shoals  came  into 
the  docks  here  (three  years  ago)  small  garden  worms  on 
float  tackle,  just  hung  on  the  hook,  not  threaded,  accounted 
for  the  first  captures  ;  the  next  bait  was  a  little  lead  fish, 
such  as  is  used  on  the  continent,  sinking  and  drawing, 
for  jack  and  perch,  and  from  this  we  have  the  gradoa 
evolutionof  the  big  "jigger,"  the  best  form  of  which  is 
an  oval  bit  of  mirror-glass  set  in  bright  metal  frame,  with 
a  rifle  ballet  soldered  to  the  bottom,  and  four  white  hooks 
at  sides,  used  at  all  depths,  sinking  and  drawing.  Mirror  on 
one  side  and  ruby  glass  on  the  other  is  also  an  effective 
combination,  while  this  year  our  best  bait  maker  and  pro- 
fessional herring  fisher  has  often  substituted  a  bit  of  white 
porcelain  for  the  looking-glass,  and  found  it  answer  almost 
as  well.  As  to  "  flies  "  used  on  short  droppers  of  stout 
gut  above  the  jigger,"  I  find  that  a  bit  of  blood-red  silk 
or  wool  on  a  white  hook,  tied  so  as  to  leave  a  short  tag,  is 
frequently  taken,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  a  bit  of  silver, 
which  I  often  add,  increases  the  attraction. 

I  puUed  up  three  at  once  one  afternoon  last  week,  one 
on  ■•  jigger,"  and  two  on  flies.  I  have  caught  a  few  also 
on  old  trout  flies  and  small  salmon  flies.  So  far,  my 
score  since  Jan.  17  totals  300  herrings.  Occasional 
whiting,  codling,  small  pollack,  and  even  such  unlikely 
customers  as  eels  and  flounders,  are  sometimes  caught  on 
the  "  jigger,"  a  smaller  size  of  which,  later  in  the  season, 
when  the  herrings  are  "  off,"  accounts  for  large  numbers 
of  sardines  and  sprats. 

As  to  grey  mullet,  my  experience  is  that  they  very 
rarely  take  a  fly.  I  landed  two  or  three  last  August,  in  a 
canal  affected  by  the  tide,  on  old  trout  flies  tipped  with 
gentles;  as  I  had  previously  caught  some  with  gentles 
only,  float-fishing,  I  think  the  maggot  was  the  main 
attraction,  though  I  certainly  hooked  one  decent  fellow 
on  a  fly— a  Red  Quill,  I  think— without  any  "added 
sweetness."    I  caught  many  small  bats  also  on  gentle. 

Finding  a  lot  of  small  mullet  playing  once  in  a  sandy 
creek  near  Mogador,  I  failed  to  get  any  fair  rises  at  small 
flies  until  I  put  on  little  bits  of  soft  red  ragworm.  Large 
afrey  mullet,  splashing  about  near  the  mouth  of  a  river 
higher  up  the  c  last,  also  refused  the  fly. 

The  principal  native  bait  for  these  capricious  fish  was  a 
little  bit  of  the  soft  part  of  a  mussel  on  a  email  round 
bend  hook,  the  coarser  gristle,  &o. ,  of  the  mussel  being 
chewed  and  thrown  in  for  ground-bait. 

In  the  clear  water  round  the  Balearic  Islands  the  only 
successful  bait  seemed  to  be  a  bit  of  bright  green  silkweed 
roll  d  about  as  big  as  a  pea,  with  a  little  tag  left  hanging. 

From  a  steamer  at  anchor  on  the  Moorish  coast  I  have 
Oiught  grey  mullet  with  flour  and  wa'er  paste,  also  with 
bread  on  the  surface.  At  Capetown  I  found  the  flesh  of 
the  craySsh  very  successful.  Skinned  shrimp  sometimes 
does  well. 

At  Genca  a  paste  is  used,  the  basis  of  which  is  some 
strong  smelling  old  cheese,  often  coloured  and  flavoured 
with  preserved  anchovy. 

My  experience  is  that  grey  mullet  take  a  lot  of  catching, 
but  are  well  worth  studying,  and  if  they  are  found  in  suit- 
able pjaoes  and  in  any  numbers  the  study  will  generally 
result  in  capture.  For  ordinary  dock  fishing  for  them  I 
do  not  think  any  bait  beats  the  soft  red  ragworm. 
Calais,  Feb.  20.  Chas.  A.  Payton, 

BLUE  UPRIGHT. 
Sir,— In  its  original  meaning,  this  title  was  given  to  the 
so-called  Blue  Dun,  with  wings  upstanding  on  its  back. 
In  that  sense  there  must  be  a  vast  variety  of  patterns  of 
Blue  Upright,  winged  and  hackled. 

But  in  the  process  of  years  the  meaning  of  the  term 
seems  to  have  become  much  restricted;  and  when  one 
speaks  of  a  Blue  Upright  one  is  understood  to  mean  a 
Devonshire  Blue  Upright,  tied  with  blue  dun  cock's 
hackle  (mt dium  to  dark,  and  preferably  the  latter),  and  a 
brown  quill  body  with  or  without  a  white  or  ginger  root 
showing  at  the  tail. 

Now  this  pattern  is  not  a  very  striking  representation 
of  the  npwinged  Blue  Dan,  which,  indeed,  usually 
exhibits  some  shade  of  olive  more  or  less  pronounced; 
but  it  is  an  excellent  representation  of  the  Willow  Fly 
and  of  some  of  the  gnats,  and,  dressed  large,  is  not 
•mprobably  taken  for  the  ma.le  Stone  Fly. 


It  is  a  pleasing  jumble  and  a  fine  illustration  of  our 
haphazard  way  of  naming  trout  flies. 

It  will  be  well  if  everyone  asking  for  the  Blue  Upright 
would  form  a  clear  idea  of  what  he  wants  to  represent  on 
hiscast.— Yours,    Vai,  CoNSON. 

FRESH-WATER  SHRIMPS  AND  TROUT  BGQ8- 
ROBIN  AND  THE  EGGS-LIVELY  WATER 
FLEAS. 

Dear  Sir,— As  regards  the  experiment  I  tried  of 
placing  shrimps  (G.  pulex)  in  a  tank  with  trout  ova,  I  may 
say  that  after  many  days  none  of  the  eggs,  either  live  or 
dead,  had  been  touched  by  the  shrimps,  but  one  morning  a 
robm  got  into  the  hatchery,  and  had  an  experimental 
breakfast  and  ate  the  lot. 

On  Sunday,  Feb.  11,  I  found  thousands  of  water  fleas 
(Uaphnia  pulex)  m  my  hatching  boxes.  This  I  consider 
remarkable,  as  an  east  vrind  was  blowing,  and  had  been 
for  days,  with  hard  frost,  and  the  lake  from  which  the 
hatchery  gets  its  water  supply  had  5in.  of  ice  on  it.  Under 
fnicroscope  they  appeared  to  be  colourless,  and  not 
reddish,  as  I  have  usually  seen  them.  They  were  quite 
lively  and  strong,  an  l  the  temperature  in  the  hatchery  was 
Yours  truly,  Wilson  H.  Armistead. 

Co.  Cavan  Trout  Farm,  Sheroock. 


DAPPING  RODS. 

Dear  Sir,— Under  this  heading,  in  last  week's  issue,  a 
correspondent  ("Z.")  asks  for  the  address  of  a  London 
house  where  "he  could  see  a  good  dapping  rod."  He 
then  states  that  he  has  been  shown  a  fly  rod  in  several 
shops  where  he  has  called,  and  even  a  roach  pole.  There 
IS,  of  course,  a  similarity  between  the  former  and  a 
dapping  rod ;  in  fact,  "  Bickerdyke  "  says,  in  reference  to 
rod  for  this  purpose,  that  it  should  be  of  light  bamboo, 
14ft.  to  18ft.  long— a  grilse  rod  will  do.  The  appearance 
ot  a  dapping  rod  may,  therefore,  lead  one  to  believe  that 
It  differed  but  little  from  a  fly  rod.  It  is  hard,  how- 
ever, to  account  for  a  roach  pole  being  shown 
unless  the  vendor  had  the  late  Francis  Francis  in 
view,  who,  in  an  article  on  "  Dibbing  or  Dapping," 
describes  the  rod  as  resembling  the  mast  of  a  fishing 
smack.  A  roach  pole  is  often  libelled  with  such  a  term 
hence  perhaps  the  error.  We  have  built  and  supplied 
dapping  rods  for  Ireland  for  a  great  number  of  years,  and 
have  several  in  stock.  If  "  Z."  will  give  us  a  call  we 
shall  be  pleased  to  show  him  not  a  fly  rod  or  a  roach  pole, 
but  a,  dapping  rod.  No  doubt"  Z."  has  his  own  ideae 
regarding  sucli  a  rod,  and  it  would  perhaps  be  advisable  if 
he  had  one  made  to  his  own  specifications.- Faithfully 
yours,  A  Carter  and  Co.  Ltd. 

  (per  F.  H.  C.) 

SEA  FISHING  AT  BRIGHTON  AND  SHOREHAM, 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  Mr.  B.  Chambers,  I  would  say, 
II  '^"'^"^  o^  ™y  experience  of  fishing  at  Brighton  and 
Sborekam  during  the  last  three  or  four  years,  that  April 
is  quite  a  month  too  soon  for  any  sport  at  this  part  of  the 
coast.  For  so  early  in  the  season,  whether  for  pier  or 
boat  fishing,  Newhaven  would  give  a  better  result. 

Last  year,  being  weatherbound  at  Whitsuntide  with 
three  friends,  we  fished  for  four  days  in  succession  at  the 
mouth  of  Shoreham  Harbour,  and  our  total  bag  was  merely 
a  few  small  flounders,  dabs,  silver  eels,  and  bass  each  day. 
In  the  canal  which  runs  up  to  Portslade  there  is  nothing, 
except  late  in  the  year,  when  off  the  drain  below  the 
Schooner  Inn  good  sized  silver  eels  are  ciught  in  small 
quantities. 

Southwick  and  Shoreham  are  good  places  to  obtain  bait, 
as  either  lug  or  mussels  can  be  obtained  in  quantities. 

I  have  looked  over  my  fishing  register  for  the  past  four 
years,  and  find  the  earliest  records  of  anything  worth  call- 
ing sport  do  not  commence  until  June  at  these  two  places. 
At  Newhaven  I  have  had  good  catches  of  dabs  in  May  from 
a  boat  just  off  Seaford.- Yours  faithfully, 

  Robert  H.  Wood. 

HERRINGS  AT  PLYMOUTH  AND  CALAIS. 
Dear  Sir,— In  my  letter  last  week  re  the  above,  it 
should  be  No.  2  Limerich  hooks,  and  not  Exeter.  The 
sizes  are  very  different. — Yours  truly, 
195,  Union-street,  Plymouth.      William  Heardee. 

FISHING  IN  THE  CHANNEL  ISLANDS. 
Sir, — The  sport  among  sea  fish  from  pier  or  shore  in 
Jersey  is  of  the  finest  description.    Guernsey  and  Sark 
are  much  better. 

In  Jersey  the  only  fish  obtainable  are  wrasse,  or  rook 
nsh,  conger,  pollack,  grey  mullet,  a  few  small  pouting,  and 
sand  smelt.  Conger  is  not  to  be  had  near  inshore.  There 
are  also  some  very  fine  sand  eels,  but  they  do  not  take  a 
bait. 

The  coast  is  rocky  and  treacherous,  and  the  tides 
dangerously  swift.  For  fishing  from  shore  or  pier  a  long 
and  powerful  rod  should  be  used,  as  the  fish  have  often  to 
be  lifted  by  it  out  of  water. 

The  best  fishing,  such  as  it  is,  is  probably  to  be  found  at 
Boulay  Bay  or  Rezel,  on  the  far  side  of  the  island  from 
St.  Heliers. 

Soft  crab,  prawns,  shrimps,  lug  worm,  rock  worm,  and 
mud  worm  are  easily  procurable  as  bait.  Rock  worm  is 
dug  out  from  the  fissures  of  rocks,  and  makes  a  splendid 
bait  for  pollack  and  rock  fish.  There  is  usually  a  run  of 
pollack  of  no  great  size  in  June.  Grey  mullet  are  brought 
together  by  means  of  a  sort  of  ground -baiting  with  some 
stuff  called  "chervin."  It  is  a  pinkish  mass  of  small 
crustaceans  caught  in  hair  nets  on  the  edge  of  dead  low 
tide  and  salted.  Spoonfuls  are  thrown  on  to  the  rocks 
where  the  water  will  wash  them  off,  and  the  mullet  come 
in  shoals,  and  are  taken  with  a  raw  shrimp  tail  covering 
the  point  only  down  to  the  bend  of  a  Limerick  hook  of 
small  size.    Mullet  fishing  is  a  very  uncertain  sport. 

I  am  unable  to  advise  about  lodgings,  as  I  am  a  resident. 
—Yours,  &o.,  Stroke. 
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GOLD  OR  SILTER  BREAM. 

Dear  Sik, — Some  while  ago  I  caught  a  bream  weighing 
41b.  in  the  Great  Ouse.near  littleport,  the  scales  of  which 
were  _  a  greenish  gold  colour  in  appearance.  Messrs. 
Gardiner  and  Co.,  of  Oxford-street,  set  up  this  fish  for 
me,  and  I  notice  that  they  have  staffed  it  as  true  to 
nature  as  possible  by  using  gold  on  the  gills  and  sides.  I 
am  not  very  enlightened  as  to  species  of  various  fish,  and 
consequently  do  not  know  whether  this  is  what  would  be 
termed  a  golden  bream;  and,  if  so,  is  it  a  more  rare 
specimen  than  a  silver  one  of  the  same  weight  ? 

I  imagined  that  it  might  be  age  which  had  made  the 
scales  golden,  but  on  comparing  it  with  a  silver  one  I 
found  the  tail  was  quite  thick,  whereas  the  former  seemed 
to  have  one  almost  divided  the  entire  length. 

I  should  feel  much  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
could  kindly  give  me  some  information  on  the  subject. 
Thanking  yon  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

____    Fred.  W.  Johnssn. 

SEA  GULLS  KILLING  FISH  IN  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  a  new  danger  to  our  fish  these  days. 
Now  the  water  is  out  on  the  meadows  and  the  fish  with  it, 
the  sea  gaUs  have  found  this  out.  I  saw  a  flock  of  about 
200  gulls  feeding  on  the  fish  in  a  meadow  here  on  Monday. 
To-day  (Feb.  20)  they  are  engaged  in  the  same  occnpation 
in  the  meadows  adjoining  the  river  lower  down  stream.  I 
am  afraid  our  loss  in  fish  from  this  cause  will  be  enormous. 
— Faithfully  yours,  Maurice  Gunn. 

E.  Molesey.   

A  FINE  BRACE  OF  ROACH  AND  A  GOOD  WORD 
FOR  THE  P.  O. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  taken  the  Fishing  Gazette  for 
several  years,  I  have  become  an  enthusiast  of  the  gentle 
art.  What  I  know  about  fishing  I  have  learnt  through 
reading  your  paper.  You  may  be  pleased  to  hear  that  last 
September  I  caught  two  roach,  weighing  21b.  5oz.  and 
21b.  6cz.  I  sent  them  to  Cooper,  who  has  mounted  them 
very  well  indeed,  in  one  case. 

I  do  not  belong  to  any  club,  and  the  anglers  here  are 
very  limited,  so  that  I  should  be  very  pleased  indeed,  if 
yon  would  give  me  your  opinion  about  this  brace  of  fish, 
either  write  me  a  line  or  acknowledge  it  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  What  I  mean  is,  don't  yon  think  they 
are  a  fine  brace  to  be  caught  at  one  snim  in  a  small 
river  close  to  the  high  road,  with  a  footpath  close 
by  the  side  of  the  river,  so  that  it  is  not  at  aU 
private,  and  the  river  Avon  here  is  not  very 
large  r  I  caught  one  with  the  tail  of  a  worm,  the  other 
with  a  bunch  of  gentles.  I  think  "  Dragnet"  would  like  to 
have  a  turn  at  these  sort  of  roaoh,  there  are  some  more 
left. — I  remain,  yours  truly,  J.  Courtenay. 

[Certainly  a  fine  brace,  and  well  worth  settingup, — Ed.] 


TO  DYE  WATERPROOF  WADERS. 
Dbar  Sir, — Pardon  me  trespassing  on  your  valuable 
time,  but  being  a  Eubscriber  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  I 
should  be  greatly  obliged  for  a  little  advice  on  the 
following : 

I  bought  several  pairs  of  wading  trousers  last  season  of 
twill,  but  unfortunately  they  were  quite  white  in  colour. 
Not  having  time  to  change  them  I  had  to  make  use  of 
them.  Would  you  kindly  inform  me  what  I  can  darken 
them  witli  without  injuring  the  rubber.  Would  Condy's 
Fluid  do,  or  any  such  thing  painted  on,  or  would  it  injure 
the  rubber  ?  A  little  advice  would  greatly  oblige  in  next 
week's  issue. — Yours  truly.  Fire  Fly. 

[We  asked  Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson,  and  Anderson 
(the  great  waterproof  house,  37,  Queen  Victoria-street), 
and  they  inform  us  that  waders  cannot  be  dyed  after  they 
have  been  made  up.  Condy's  fluid  might  dye  them  a 
khaki  colour,  and  it  might  spoil  them  also. — Ed.] 


RIVER  AND  LOCK-KEEPERS'  DINNER. 
Dear  Sir, — May  I  aeik  through  your   columns  for 
recognition  of  the  further  following  subscriptions  from 
members  and  friends  of  the  T.A.P.S.  and  snndry  angling 
societies : 

A  friend  (per  hon.  secretary),  10a.;  P.  Lewin,  10s. ; 
E.  G.  Bowden,  58.  ;  C.  H.  Briand.  10s.  6d.  ;  G.  J. 
Chatterton,  58. ;  J.  T.  Davenport,  5a. ;  A.  Drinkwater, 
5s. ;  J.  Hough,  5s. ;  J.  F.  Marobant,  5s.  ;  W.  A.  Mitohison, 
28.  6d. ;  Major  Terry,  10a.  Gd. ;  G.  Bishop,  58. ;  W.  H. 
Elgmore,  58.  ;  G.  F.,  S.  B.,  and  H.  G.  Wilson,  7b.  fid. ; 
W.  J.  Wade,  28.  6d. ;  T.  J.  Miller,  53.  ;  J.  Mayo,  28.  fid. ; 
J.  8.  Spenoe,  as. ;  C.  G.  Burrow,  10s.  Cd.  ;  Parlow  and 
Co.,  5b.  ;  lileworth  Brewery,  5a. ;  W.  .T.  Grimmett,  lOs. ; 
H.  W.  LawBon,  L.C.C.  (president  T.A.P.S.),  £2  2s. ; 
AV.  G.  Barnes,  5g. ;  C.  E.  Nuthall,  10s.  ;  Dr.  Coates,  58. 

Angling,  ^c,  Societiea. — Central  Association,  10a.  6d.  ; 
Atheou.nm,  53. ;  Anchor  and  Jlope,  28.  fid. ;  Friendly 
Angleri,  lOs.  fid  ;  Piscatorial  Society,  10s.  fid.  ;  United 
Brothers,  28.  6d. ;  Crown  and  Bookland,  28.  Cd.  ;  YeOlde 
Regalia,  2i.  Cd. :  West  London,  2b.  fid. ;  Brunswick 
Brothers,  Ss-  ;  Greeham,  lOs.  ;  Blackfriara,  2i.  fid.  ; 
Oglander,  58.  ;  Walham  Green  and  Chelsea,  6s.  ; 
Hourialow  and  Isleworth,  10«.  Cd.  ;  Merry  Anglers,  28.  fid. ; 
Highbury,  2b.  Cd. ;  South  London,  58. 

We  want,  and  shall  be  glad  to  receive,  any  more 
contributiona  if  the  committee  are  to  entertain  the  men 
properly,  and  avoid  a  deficiency,  as  on  the  last  occasion. — 
Vours  faithfully.  II.  W.  HiooiNS 

(lion.  Sec.  and  Hon.  Treasurer  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society). 

34,  Windsor-road,  Holloway,  N, 
Feb.  21,  IWO. 

Siveral  irajjorlarU  Itttem  unavoidably  left  ovtr. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
society  will  be  held  at  "Ye  Olde  Rainbow"  Tavern,  15, 
Fleet-street,  E.C,,  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  28,  at  7.30  p.m., 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  report  of  the  committee 
and  the  audited  accounts  for  the  year  ending  Deo.  31, 1890, 
and  for  the  election  of  ofiicers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Members  are  reminded  that  the  annual  subscription, 
10s.  6d. ,  became  due  and  payable  on  Jan.  1.  If  sent  to  the 
hon.  sec.  by  cheque  or  postal  order  made  payable  to  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  and  crossed  "  Martin's," 
much  labour  and  the  notice  on  March  1  required  by  Rule 
VI.  will  be  saved. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 
11,  Qneen  Victoria-street,  E.C. 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  committee's 
report : 

"  The  committee,  in  presenting  this  report  for  the  past 
year,  would  draw  attention  to  the  flourishing  condition  of 
the  society  in  this  the  seventh  year.  The  list  of  the  sea- 
side stations  baa  been  further  added  to,  and  a  second 
edition  has  been  printed  of  the  '  B.S.A.S.  Pocket  Book,' 
which  contains  Hsts  of  officers,  members,  stations,  &c. 
This  publication  keeps  members  informed  as  to  the  rules 
and  benefits  of  the  society,  and  will  be  revised  and  added 
to  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require. 

"The  principal  fixtures  of  the  past  year  have  been 
successfully  carried  through. 

"  The  annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant 
on  April  12,  one  of  our  vice-presidents.  Sir  T.  T.  BuckniU, 
being  in  the  chair,  acd  J.  A.  Travers,  Esq.,  Prime  Warden 
of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  in  the  vice-chair ;  and  125 
members  and  friends  were  present. 

"  The  annual  sea  angling  competition  was  this  year  again 
held  at  Deal,  and  the  modification  suggested  in  last  year's 
report  was  adopted,  and  the  pier  competitions  held  on 
Nov.  4  and  6,  and  the  boat  competitions,  Nov.  11,  12,  and 
13.  Several  alterations  were  made  as  regards  the  medals 
and  classes,  a  silver  and  bronze  medal  being  given  each 
day  in  Classes  II.  and  III.  ;  the  medal  for  the  flatfish 
was  replaced  by  a  silver  medal  for  the  greatest  number 
of  sizeable  fish  taken  on  any  one  day  of  the  competition. 
Owing  to  the  great  scarcity  of  ood  all  round  our  south- 
eastern coasts,  as  regarded  form  of  fishing  the  tournament, 
was  a  comparative  failure,  although  the  large  conger  and 
coalfieh  captured  render  it  in  other  respects  quite  a  record. 
Conger  of  29Jlb.,  24Jlb.,  211b.  6oz.  were  weighed-in,  while 
coalfish  of  llib.,  10|lb.,  and  101b.  respectively  were  shown 
at  the  scales.  The  Deal  Corporation's  challenge  cup  and 
the  society's  gold  medal  for  the  heaviest  fish  was  taken  by 
Mr.  W.  T.  Green,  with  a  conger  weighing  29ilb  ,  Mr. 
C.  J.  Crisfield  taking  the  silver  medal,  a  good  second, 
with  another  fine  specimen  of  the  same  species  weighing 
24Jlb. 

In  Class  II.  silver  medals  only  were  taken,  no  bronze 
being  awarded  owing  to  the  fish  not  being  up  to  standard. 
On  Nov.  11,  first,  Mr.  A.  B.  Litchfield,  with  one  cod 
weighing  71b.  8oz. ;  on  Nov.  12,  first.  Major  (5raham 
Gordon,  with  one  ood,  91b.  loz. ;  on  Nov.  13,  first,  Mr. 
S.  M.  Carnegie,  with  one  cod,  101b.  2oz. 

"  In  Class  III.  agdin,  only  silver  medals  were  awarded, 
the  vrinners  being  as  follows  :  On  Nov.  11,  Mr.  Charles 
Handley,  twelve  whiting,  101b.  4oz. ;  on  Nov.  12,  Mr. 
C.  W.  Glassington,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  lOoz. ;  on  Nov.  13, 
Mr.  William  Vail,  twelve  whiting,  91b. 

"As  regards  the  pier  competition,  but  few  members 
interested  themselves  in  it,  for  the  two  days  only  nineteen 
members  entered  against  165  for  the  boat  competition,  and 
fifteen  only  competed  against  142  competitors  in  the  boats. 
On  Nov.  4  a  new  member,  Mr.  A.  E.  Hutchens,  took  the 
medal  with  a  conger  of  filb.  12oz.,  and  on  Nov.  6  Mr.  T. 
Sexton  again  won  for  the  third  time  in  three  successive 
years,  taking  pollack,  total  weight  71b.  lOoz.  It  is  to  be 
noted  that  the  numbers  of  entries  and  competitors  in  the 
combined  events  are  greatly  in  excess  of  the  preceding 
year,  when  the  total  entries  were  155,  and  the  competitors 
116. 

'  '  The  weekly  meetings  of  the  society  have  been  continued 
during  the  past  year,  and  have  been  productive  of  much 
interest  to  those  members  who  have  regularly  attended. 
Your  committee  regret  to  note  that  many  of  the  members 
have  not  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  being 
present.  This  may  be  owing  to  the  fact  that  during  the 
past  year  the  headquarters  of  the  society  have  been  twice 
altered,  and  all  our  members  may  not  have  become  aware 
that  the  society  is  now  settled  at  the  second  oldest  coffee 
house  in  London,  known  as  '  Ye  Olde  Rainbow  Tavern,' 
15,  Fleet-street,  E.C. 

"  Your  committee  would  urge  upon  all  members  the 
value  the  weekly  gatherings  possess  as  a  means  of  gaining 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  sea-fishing  methods  and  neigh- 
bourhoods, and  alsaan  aquaintauoe  with  many  of  our  most 
skilful  anglers,  whose  experience  has  hitherto  always  been 
at  the  disposal  of  their  fellow  members. 

"  Several  most  interesting  lectures  have  been  given  at 
these  meetings  during  the  past  twelve  months,  of  which 
the  following  call  for  special  mention:— On  April  19  our 
vice-president,  Mr.  ,1.  0.  Wilcocks  (since  deceased),  read 
a  paper  out  of  bis  rare  experience  on  '  Sea  Fishing  at  Shore- 
ham  ' ;  on  April  12,  a  piper  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  '  Sea  Fishing  by  a  Landsman  ' ;  on  Oct. 
18,  '  Sea  Angling  at  Ballyootton,'  by  Mr.  T.  Gibson  ;  on 
Oct.  25,  '  Sea  Fishing  in  South  Africa,'  illustrated  with 
frozen  specimens,  by  Dr.  Brownfield  Bateman  of  the 
R.M.S.  I'emhroke  OaMc  ;  on  Nov.  16,  a  most  full  and 
interesting  account  of  '  Tarpon  Fishing  in  the  Salt-water 
Bays  of  Florida  '  was  given  by  Mr.  Julius  Harvey,  of  Punto 
Gorda,  the  well-known  expert;  on  Jan.  10,  a  lantern 
lecture  by  the  hon.  sec,  on  Sea  Angling  ' ;  on  Jan.  17,  a 
paper  by  Mr.  John  Ilandley  on  '  Fishing  at  Yarmouth  '  ; 
and  on  Jan.  24,  a  house-warming  Hmoking  concert  was 


given  at  the  new  headquarters.    During  the  month  of 
February,  two  lectures,  one  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  one  of  i 
our  vice-presidents,  on  "  The  Tides  in  Relation  to  Marine  ( 
Life,'  and  another  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Matthews,  of  the  Angler,   i  | 
on  '  Rambles  of  the  Sea  Angler.' 

"  The  committee  are  at  present  ocnsidering  the  details  i 
of  a  scheme  for  the  giving  of  medals  for  specimen  fish  taken  i 
daring  the  year,  the  details  of  which,  as  regards  regulations, 
certificate  forms,  &c  ,  will  be  given  to  members  later.   As  ' 
regards  the  movement  for  the  better  preservation  of  our  sea  ! 
fisheries,  your  committee  view  with  concern  the  disposal   i  ; 
of  Messrs.  Hewitt's  short  blue  fleet,  as  an  indication  of  \ 
Btill  further  deterioration  going  on  in  the  trawling  grounds  '  i 
of  the  North  Sea."  1  I 

As  a  full  statement  of  accounts  has  been  sent  to  i  i 
every  member  of  the  society,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  point  j 
out  that  there  is  an  increase  in  both  the  receipts  and  pay-  j 
mente  for  the  year.  ■ 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting,  held  at  Ye  Olde  j 
Rainbow  Tavern,  15,  Fleet-street,  B.C.,  on  Wednesday,  i  j 
Feb.  21,  at  8  p.m.  (Mr.  S.  Tucker  in  the  chair),  the  ' 
hon.  secretary  read  a  letter  from  Bristol  asking  that  a  i  , 
branch  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  might  be 
formed  at  that  place .    It  seemed  the  unanimous  opinion  | 
of  the  members  present  that  this  was  a  step  in  the  right  ' '. 
direction,  and  the  hon.  secretary  said  he  would  see  that  it  i 
had  the  early  attention  of  the  committee,  and  had  great  . 
hopes  that  this  was  the  beginning  of  branches  all  over  the 
kingdom.    Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  reported  that  he  had  been 
to  Deal  on  Feb.  16,  17,  and  18,  and  found  the  weather 
very  bad ;  but  the  fishermen  who  had  been  out  sprat-net 
drifting  had  taken  14,000,  11,000,  and  9000  at  a  time,  and  I 
had  also  taken  large  quantities  of  grey  mullet,  running  to  1 1 
about  llin.  each;  also  some  small  pouting,  dabs,  and  |J 
whiting  had  been  taken  by  the  shore  seine  nets.   A  heart;  jl 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair,  and  the  usual  toast  to  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  closed  the  meeting.  ' 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


CREWE  IZAAK  WALTON  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 

In  connection  with  the  above  society  the  annual  prize 
distribution  and  smoking  concert  was  held  at  the  Albert 
Hotel  on  Saturday  evening.  The  chair  waa  occupied  by 
the  president,  Mr.  W.  Eardley,  and  there  was  a  large 
gathering  of  local  anglers.  The  president  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Wright  (chairman  of  the  committee),  Mr.  Smith 
(chairman  Free  Anglers),  Mr.  R.  Cole  (secretary  No.  1. 
Angling  Society),  Mr.  E.  Evans  (chairman  No.  1  Angling 
Scciety),  Mr.  T.  Darling,  and  Mr.  S.  Maxon  (secretary 
Izaak  Walton  Society).  Letters  apologising  for  absenct 
were  received  from  Mr.  Tomkinson  (Willington  Hall), 
Mr.  W.  Lumb  (president  No.  1  Society),  and  Mr.  Ooje 
(secretary  Nantwich  Angling  Society).  The  president,  in 
proposing  the  toast  of  "The  Queen,"  alluded  to  the 
sympathetic  interest  taken  by  the  Queen  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Royal  Family  in  the  progress  of  the  war. 
Evidence  had  been  furnished  over  and  over  again  of  the 
deep  concern  manifested  by  the  Queen  in  the  welfare  of 
her  subjects.  The  toast  was  honoured  by  the  compaoy 
singing  °'  God  Save  the  Queen."  Mr.  E.  Butt  submitted 
the  toast  of  "The  Army  and  Navy,"  and,  Mr.  WilBon 
responded.  Mr.  R.  Cole  proposed  "  Success  to  the 
Izoak  Walton  Angling  Society,"  and,  in  the  course  of  hia 
remarks,  he  said  he  was  delighted  to  know  that  during  the 
past  year  the  Izaak  Walton  Society  had  made  very  satis- 
factory progress,  and  he  heartily  congratulated  its  oflicera 
and  members  upon  the  proud  position  which  their  society 
occupied  to-day  amongst  the  various  angling  societies  in 
the  town.  Speaking  of  the  Crewe  Amalgamated  Angleri' 
Association,  he  said,  in  his  opinion,  a  step  in  the  right 
direction  had  been  taken  by  the  formation  of  the  aaaoda- ; 
tion,  aa  it  would  be  beneficial  to  all  local  anglers  ;  he  odd  i 
he  also  appreciated  the  honour  which  had  been  conferred 
npon  him  in  asking  him  to  propose  what  was  certainly  t|)6 
toast  of  the  evening.  The  toast  was  drunk  in  a  vaiy , 
hearty  manner.  The  president  responded  with  a  capitu  ' 
speech,  and  alao  distributed  the  prizes  to  the  succesafol 
competitors  in  the  society's  annual  fishing  competition. 
Amongst  the  prize  winners  were  A.  Sinclair,  C.  Hyde,  H. 
Plevin,  H.  Sinker,  W.  Olier,  J.  Sant,  W.  LeylandB,  H. 
Hill,  J.  Bennet,  T.  Owen,  H.  Faulkner,  A.  Page,  T. 
Barlow,  T.  Cowap,  W.  Jones,  J.  Tyrell,  S.  Beech.  A 
capital  programme  of  vocal  and  instrumental  mnsio 
brought  the  proceedings  to  a  close.  Amongst  those  con- 
tributing  were  :  solo  violin,  G.  Capel ;  solo  piano  and 
accompanist,  Mr.  Thomas  ;  songs  were  contributed  by  Mr. 
Bradshaw,  Mr.  W.  Jones,  Mr.  Evans,  Mr.  Proggatt,  Mr. 
Ray.  The  arrangements  were  admirably  carried  oiit  by 
the  chairman  and  secretary,  Messrs.  Wright  and  MazOD. 
The  company  dispersed  by  singing  "  Auld  Lang  Syne." 

G.  Oapkl. 


C.I.V.  SOUVENIR,  No.  2.  ' 
The  C.I.V.  at  the  Front. 
Now  that   the  City  Imperials  have  received  their 
baptism  of  fire  the  interest  taken  in  tlie  regiment  has  been 
revived,  and  all  at  home  are  anxiously  awaiting  news  ol 
their  citizen  defenders'  action  at  the  front.   A  very 
opportune  moment  has  therefore  been  chosen  for  the  ' 
publicaticm  by  the  City  Press,  148  and  149,  Alderaiate- 
street,  London,  of  the  "C.I.V.  Souvenir,  No. 2."_  All  the 
illustrations  are  different  f rem  those  appearing  in  No.  I, 
and  included  are  portraits  of  many  of  the  Imperials,  new 
groups  of  the  detachments,  and  a  number  of  intereatioft  I 
photographs  repreaenting  the  work  of  the  H.A.C.  Battery  ( 
at  the  St.  John  s  Wood  Barracks.    A  revised  list  of  the 
men    forming   the  regiment  is  also   published.  Thf 
Souvenir  ia  published  at  2d, 
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FISHING    GAZETTE  TOBACCO 
FOND. 


EXTBACTS  FEOM  LeTTEES  FEOM   SOME  OF  THB 

Places  to  which  Tobacco  has  been  sent 
otTT  OF  THE  F.  0.  Fund. 


From  Miaa  Helen  C.  Noeman,  Lady  Superin- 
tendent, Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Netley. 
"  All  the  tobacco  mentioned  in  your  letter  has 
been  received,  and  very  many  thanks  for  it,  and 
also  for  the  playing  cards.  The  wounded  men 
returning  from  S.  Africa  at  present  are  mostly  bo 
well  bodily  that  they  find  tobacco  their  best 
friend.  ...  I  always  know  when  the  conva- 
lescents have  cards  and  tobacco  that  they  are  as 
happy  aa  they  can  be  in  hospital.  .  .  .  Tasked 
■ome  of  the  men  how  many  of  them  smoked 
(I  have  never,  in  nearly  eighteen  years,  come 
aoroBS  a  H<m-8moker).  They  said,  'Every  man, 
tister.'" 


From  General  F.  Maueiob,  O.B.,  Commanding 
the  Western  District,  Woolwich. 
(General  Maurice  has  very  kindly  undertaken 
to  distribute  some  of  the  F.  6.  tobacco  and  cards 
to  the  men  who  are  coming  to  the  hospital  at 
Woolwich.) 

"  The  cases  of  tobacco  are  here,  and  I  have  a 
note  from  the  principal  medical  officer  of  the 
Herbert  Hospital  to  say  that  330  sick  and 
wounded  men  from  S.  Africa  are  to  arrive  next 
Saturday,  and  that  the  gifts  of  tobacco  and  cards 
will  be  most  acceptable." 

Mrs.  Maurice  kindly  adds  a  note  :  "  I  will  have 
the  cases  there  to  welcome  them."  Some  more 
tobacco  and  5000  cigarettes  have  been  sent  on 
since. 

All  our  men  have  done  splendidly  from  every 
part  of  the  Empire,  and  none  better  than  the 
gallant  Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers,  and  finding  some 
of  them  were  invalided  home,  and  now  at  Ports- 
mouth, I  sent  them  some  of  our  F.  0.  tobacco 
(each  tin  bears  a  label  showing  it  is  bought  with 
money  subscribed  by  anglers  to  the  F.  G.  Fund), 
and  had  this  letter  from  the  Acting  Sergeant- 
Ma  jor  : 

"  Deae  Sie, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  acknow- 
ledging the  receipt  of  your  letter  and  also  the 
parcel  containing  the  tobacco  for  the  men  of  the 
Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers  who  have  recently  returned 
from  South  Africa,  and  to  thank  you  very  much 
on  behalf  of  them  all.  I  may  also  add  that  your 
letter  and  parcel  were  shown  to  the  Commanding 
Officer,  and  that  he  was  much  pleased  to  see  the 
men  get  such  a  present. 

"  Bugler  Dunne  has  much  pleasure  in  accepting 
the  books  vou  are  so  good  as  to  offer  him  for  a 
present.— Tours  faithfully, 

"  (Signed)      J.  MuLLBN,  S.J.M. 

"  (Acting  Sergt.-Major  Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers)." 

Young  Dunne  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Colenso,  and  was  recently  presented  with  a  fine 
silver  mounted  bugle  to  replace  the  one  he  lost  in 
the  barbed  wire  lined  Tugela  river. 

I  am  trying  to  find  out  if  any  of  our  Naval 
Brigade  m^n  have  been  sent  home  yet — they 
certainly  should  not  be  forgotten  j  and  if  General 
Oronje  and  any  of  his  brave  men  have  to  pay  an 
unwilling  visit  to  England,  I  am  sure  no 
subpcriber  to  our  F.  0.  Tobacco  Fund  will  say 
"  No  "  if  I  can  send  them  some. 


I  have  been  in  correspondence  with  the  Treasury 
to  see  if  I  could  get  the  duty  allowed  on  this 
tobacco  for  our  soldiers  in  hospital,  but  Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach  regrets  that  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  making  any  exceptions  prevent  it. 

Anyway,  the  cheering  news  from  South  Africa 
will  make  those  who  have  so  kindly  subscribed  to 
the  F.  G.  Fund  more  than  ever  pleased  that  they 
have  paid  our  brave  fellows  the  little  compliment 
of  a  present  of  tobacco.  It  will  be  seen  our  total  is 
now  over  the  two  hundred  pounds  I  hoped  to 
get,  and  I  must  sincerely  thank  all  who  have 
helped — and  especially  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf ,  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  for  suggesting  that  I  should 
start  such  a  fund.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


WAR  MODEL  OF  LADYSMITH. 


Exhibited  at  the  House  or  Commons. 

This  model  is  constructed  by  Henry  F  Brion, 
of  17,  The  Gardens,  Peckham  Rye,  London,  who 
has  had  great  experience  in  modelling  and  map 
making.  It  has  been  compiled  from  Her 
Majesty's  Intelligence  Department  maps.  The 
scale  is  iin.  to  the  mile ;  the  vertical  scale  is  six 
times  the  horizontal,  which  gives  a  bold  but 
correct  relief  to  the  rugged  country  round  Lady- 
smith  and  Colenso,  showing  at  a  glance  the 
difficulties  of  our  Tommies  in  their  march  to  relieve 
Ladysmith,  there  being  so  many  prominent  hills 
and  mountains  for  the  Boers  to  occupy. 

The  first  proof  of  this  model  Mr.  Henry  F. 
Brion  (through  the  introduction  of  hi"?  old  friend 
Mr.  R.  Jasper  More,  M  P.)  was  pprmitted  by  the 
Right  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour  to  exhibit  in  the  corridor 
of  the  House  of  Commons. 

It  was^  at  once  the  centre  of  attraction,  and 
created  no  little  stir.  Mr.  Brion  was  complimented 
by  many  hon.  members  ;  several  who  had  travelled 
and  hunted  around  Ladysmith  said  it  gave  a 
good  representation  of  the  country.  Mr.  Brion 
explained  his  method  of  modellins,  &c.,  several 
times  during  the  evening,  and  explained  that 
though  he  had  not  been  at  Ladysmith,  he 
was  quite  willine  to  sail  at  once  if  he 
could  but  serve  his  country.  One  of  his  sons 
had  gone  to  the  front. 

We  may  state  this  was  quite  a  nniqne  exhibition. 
It  was  quite  an  exception  that  Mr.  Balfour 
had  given  his  f  auction,  and  that  he  had  accepted 
a  copy  for  the  use  of  the  House  as  soon  as  one 


Contributions  for  this  fund — the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 
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The  Pbconix  Angling  Society  (per  Mr.  K.  Oarr,  seo.) :  R.  0.,6d.;  Qraoie,  3d. ; 

K.  B.  8.,  6d. ;  M.  J.  8.,  Is. !  Mr.  R.  Tinson,  39.  6d                                        0   4  9 

24  11  0 

Amount  from  fifteenth  list                          187   5  2 


Total   211  16  11 
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was  finished.  Later  on  Mr.  Brion  deliTered  a 
finished  copy,  and  the  colouring  was  especially 
admired  as  it  gave  a  far  better  appearance  to 
the  country,  showing  the  deep  ravines  of  the 
Tugela  and  other  rivers,  and  the  steep  and  broken 
mountain  ridges. 

Mr.  R.  Jasper  More,  M.P.,  then  brought  this 
model  under  the  notice  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain, 
who  accepted  a  copy,  which  was  placed  in  the 
reading  room  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  model  has  been  also  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Intelligence  Department  at  the  War 
Office,  who  were  much  pleased  with  it. 

This  model  is  now  published  at  £1  Is.  un- 
coloured;  and  coloured,  framed  and  varnished, 
£1  lis.  6d. 

It  wiU  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Brion  made 
the  very  fine  model  of  tbe  Thames  Valley 
exhibited  at  the  Imperial  Fisberies  Exhibition  in 
1898,  funds  for  which  were  subscribed  by 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  by  tbe  Imperial 
Institute  authorities.  Other  famous  models  made 
by  Mr.  Brion,  wljose  talent  is  unquestionable,  are 
those  of  the  Battle  of  Trafalgar  at  Greenwich 
Hospital  and  of  London. 


FISHING   AT  GALWAY. 


When  a  friend  asked  me  last  March  whetber 
I  would  go  with  him  to  Galway  in  the  follow- 


pleasure  for  a  moment,  for  he  was  of  the  legal 
profession,  but  lunch  drove  the  sentiment  out  of 
bim. 

Our  "  fishermen  " — that  is  the  Galway  term  for 
attendants  or  giUies — joined  us  after  lunch,  told 
us  of  tbe  fisb  that  had  been  caught  that  morning, 
unpacked  our  rod  cases,  and  hurried  us  off  to  tbe 
bank. 

Now,  have  you  ever  been  to  Galway  and  looked 
over  the  bridge  when  the  peal  (or  grilse  as  tbey 
are  termed  in  Scotland)  are  coming  up.  If  not, 
you  have  missed  a  sight  which  is  almost  fit  to  be 
classed  as  one  of  tbe  seven  wonders  of  the  world. 
No  one  ever  goes  across  the  bridge  at  Galway 
without  stopping  to  look  over  it.  That  is  the 
first  and  great  law  of  Galway.  I  have  even  seen  a 
funeral  procession  stop,  and  every  mourner  look 
over  the  bridge  before  again  joining  in  tbe  pro- 
cession.   And  what  will  you  see  ? 

You  will  see  the  bed  of  the  river  black  witb 
fish ;  you  will  see  them  lying,  like  regiments  of 
soldiers,  in  lines  of  five,  six,  seven,  and  twenty 
long,  dressed  as  even  as  thougb  a  sergeant-major 
had  put  them  through  their  facings.  You  will 
commence  to  count  these  regiments  of  fisb,  and 
you  will  get  into  tbe  sixth  hundred,  when  your 
eyes  will  swim  and  your  bead  get  unsteady,  and 
you  will  exclaim  that  "  there  are  thousands  of 
them  " — and  you  will  about  hit  tbe  mark.  If  you 
have  never  been  to  Galway  and  seen  this  eighth 
wonder  of  the  world,  don't  think  I  am  telling  tbe 
proverbial  angler's  yarn,  but  turn  witb  me  to  the 


oast  is  a  very  long  and  difficult  one.  By  the 
right  bank  runs  tbe  stream  which  is  locally 
known  as  tbe  "  drain,"  and  from  the  keeper's 
cottage  to  the  bridge  is  one  continual  resting 
pl3,ce  for  fish,  and  one  spot  is  almost,  if  not  quite, 
as  good  as  another.  At  tbe  top  end  the  path  on 
tbe  bank  is  high,  and  you  are  fishing  10ft. 
to  12ft.  above  the  water;  but  as  you  get  lower 
down,  tbe  patb  gradually  runs  almost  to  the 
water's  edge,  and  you  have  a  high  bank  behindj 
you.  I 
Below  tbe  bridge  there  are  two  or  three  castsjj 
the  "  Crib  "  pool  and  the  "  Barrack  "  pool  beina 
the  best ;  but  these  are  not  much  fished  excepa 
for  a  bit  of  variety.  The  chief  lures  in  usd 
are  the  fly  and  the  "sbrimp"  (the  local,  namd 
for  tbe  prawn),  and  tbe  most  killing  fliei 
are  the  yellow  and  black  GoldfiYich  anJ 
tbe  Fenian  —  an  uncompromising  looking  fljj 
with  a  yellow  and  green  body  and  a  mixed^ 
wing. 

So  much  then  for  the  river  we  had  come  to  fish. . 
When  we  reached  the  bank  we  found  the  water  al 
nice  height,  with  tbe  "Horseshoe" — the  local  nam« 
for  a  half -moon  of  rocks  near  the  ladder — jusa 
sbowing  above  the  river,  and  three  or  four  otheil 
rods  busily  engaged  witb  fly  or  prawn.    I  was" 
naturally  nervous  to  think  that  I  should  have  to 
commence  operations  so  close  to  more  experienced 
anglers,  but  I  put  myself  unreservedly  in  the 
hands  of  my  fisherman,  Michael  John  Lydon,  and 
prepared  to  do  exactly  as  I  was  told.  The 


The  Author.  Michael  John  Lydon. 


ing  June,  "just  to  have  a  go  for  the  peal, 
you  know,"  there  was  no  getting  away  from  the 
invitation.  Keenly  as  1  loved  fishing,  my 
adventures  had  been  pretty  well  confined  to 
trouting  in  northern  streams,  and  I  could  count 
on  the  fingers  of  one  hand  the  salmon  I  had  so 
far  caught. 

Such  a  chance  was  not  to  be  missed ;  my  time 
from  March  to  June  was  spent  in  getting  through 
my  office  work  as  well  as  possible,  and  dreaming 
of  salmon  and  their  catching. 

It  was  on  the  afternoon  of  June  14  that  my 
friend  and  I  started  on  our  way.  It  is  good  for 
a  man  to  be  speeding  away  to  the  beauties 
of  Connemara.  It  is  good  for  a  few  short 
weeks  in  the  long  year  to  leave  behind  one 
the  everlasting  click  of  the  tape,  the  monoto- 
nous tread  of  the  telegraph  boy  on  the  stairs, 
the  insatiable  thirst  of  the  lino  machine 
for  "  copy,"  and  the  great  whirl  of  the  big 
presses  as  they  turn  out  the  morning  papers — 
for  by  profession  I  am  a  journalist — and 
to  know  that  for  a  space  at  least  one  can 
devote  one's  whole  attention  to  the  duty  of 
catohing  fish. 

By  midday  we  were  at  Galway,  and  five 
minutes'  drive  brought  us  to  a  charming  house 
within  sound  of  the  river,  where  our  lodgings 
were  to  be-  The  spot  was  close  to  the  court- 
house, and  this  fact  rather  dwarfed  my  friend's 


pages  of  Mr.  Fraser  Sandeman's  book,  "  By  Hook 
and  by  Crook,"  and  see  what  he  says  : 

"  Upon  looking  over  the  bridge  (Galway)  at 
about  4.30  a.m.,  the  sight  was  truly  amazing,  for 
the  bottom  of  the  river  was  literally  covered  with 
fish,  packed  together  like  sardines  in  a  tin  box, 
but  with  their  heads  on,  and  all  turned  in  tbe 
same  direction." 

Such  was  the  sight  that  met  my  astonished 
eyes  on  that  afternoon  of  June  15. 

"  Easy  to  cateh  fish,"  I  can  hear  you  mutter, 
"amongst  such  a  crowd  as  this."  Yes;  easy 
enough  if  you  know  how  and  the  fish  are 
rising. 

Now  I  must  tell  you  something  of  tbe  Galway 
river  before  I  tell  you  of  our  sport.  The  rod 
fishing  is  rented  from  the  Galway  fishery  by  the 
angling  club,  and  the  members  deliver  up  all  fish 
to  the  owners  of  the  fishery  in  part  or  whole 
payment  of  rent.  If  there  are  not  many  members 
of  the  club  fishing,  day  tickets  may  be  purchased, 
but  visitors  to  Galway  need  not  put  much  hope 
in  getting  a  day  on  the  water  when  the  peal  are 
up  and  the  cream  of  the  fishing  is  on.  From 
Galway  Bridge  to  the  salmon  ladder  which  leads 
into  Lough  Corrib  there  are  about  200yds.  of 
fishing  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  In  low  or 
average  water  most  of  the  fishing  is  done  from 
this  bank ;  but  in  very  high  water  the  best  oast 
is  from  the  balcony  on  the  other  side,  but  this 


sixteen  feet  of  greenheart  was  soon  rigged  up,  and 
a  start  made  at  the  top  of  the  water,  right 
under  the  cottage.  But  disaster  was  quickly  in 
store,  and  the  first  fly  came  to  grief  on  the 
masonry  behind  me.  That  day  ended  in  a  blank 
for  me,  though  my  friend  got  two  fish  of  ■'ilb.  and 
61b.  respectively. 

The  great  thing  at  Galway  is  to  be  up  early  in 
the  morning,  for,  though  the  fish  are  there  in 
their  thousands,  they  never  rise  freely  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  when  your  best  chance  is  with 
the  prawn,  which  at  best  of  times  is  but  poor 
sport.  Four  o'clock,  therefore,  found  me  on  the 
bank,  and  there  was  only  one  other  angler  out.  It 
was  then  that  I  got  my  first  fish  at  Galway,  and 
right  proud  I  was  of  it ;  and  before  breakfast  we 
had  killed  two  each.  A  bath,  a  shave,  and 
breakfast,  and  by  ten  o'clock  we  were  out  on  the 
bank  as  fresh  as  the  proverbial  paint  and  ready 
to  eojoy  the  Englishman's  luxury  of  killing 
something.  But  why  weary  you  with  a  repetition 
of  our  days  of  sport  and  lack  of  it  P  In  describing 
the  fishing  of  so  small  a  bit  of  river  there  must  be 
monotony — monotony  to  the  reader  if  not  to  the 
writer,  for  it  is  impossible  to  be  dull  at  Galway. 
You  can  sit  on  the  bank  and  chat  with  other 
anglers,  and  listen  to  tales  of  big  fish  caught  on 
the  Don,  the  Tay,  or  the  Severn,  or  you  can  meet 
"  Lex,"  who  contributes  the  Galway  reports  to  the 
"  Field,"  and  who  can  throw  a  fly  with  the  best, 
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and  he  will  tell  you  strange  stories  of  great  pike 
killed  on  Lough  Gorrib,  and  regale  you  with  the 
history  of  the  Galway  fishery.  And  there  are 
strange  tales  told.  It  is  said,  indeed,  with  what 
truth  I  cannot  tell,  that  once  upon  a  time  the 
angling  club  fell  behind  with  its  rent,  and  the  rod 
fishing  was  let  over  the  heads  of  the  old  club  to 
some  money-bags  from  Manchester.  Then  was  there 
civil  war  in  Galway,  for  the  members  of  the  old 
club  came  down  to  fish  and  so  did  the  men  from 
Manchester.  The  town  took  sides  with  the  old 
club,  and  even  the  fish  wives  from  the  Claddagh 
came  down  and  pelted  those  men  from  Manchester, 
till  they  were  forced  into  a  strategical  movement 
to  the  rear — back  to  their  mills  and  to  their 
yams. 

Nor  would  life  on  the  Galway  river  be  complete 
without  some  mention  of  the  Lydons,  as  fine 
a  lot  of  fishermen  as  will  be  found  in  all  Ireland 
or  Scotland.  The  rule  of  the  club  now  is  that 
no  fishermen  are  allowed  to  fish  for  their  "  gentle- 
men," so  the  real  art  of  fly  fishing  is  not  seen  as 
much  as  I  am  told  it  was  in  the  older  days.  Nor 
is  there  a  better  comrade  for  a  day  than  Michael 
Lydon,  the  father  of  the  man  who  has  taught  me 
all  I  know  of  the  craft  of  salmon  fishing.  With 
his  keen,  beady  eyes  set  deep  in  his  head,  and  an 
elasticity  of  walk  that  belies  his  years,  no  day, 
however  hard,  can  tire  that  grand  old  man.  He 
is  full  of  big  stories  and  local  lore.  He  will  tell 
you  famous  yams  of  the  old  smuggling  days 
when  poteen  was  run  into  Galway  from  the  hills, 


own  gait  and  keep  calm.  After  a  quarter  of  an 
hour's  rest  the  fish  sailed  quietly  off  to  the  [ 
shallows  on  the  other  side,  and  I  realised  how  j 
powerless  one  was  to  guide  a  foul-hooked  fish. 
Still,  so  long  as  the  hook  held,  the  battle  was  not 
yet  over,  and  gradually  I  coaxed  him  upstream. 
Then  another  long  rush  to  the  bridge,  and  a 
great  fear  came  on  me  that  my  captive  meant  to 
go  through  the  arch  and  land  us  into  further  j 
difficulties.  At  the  critical  moment,  however,  he 
stopped,  and,  getting  behind  him,  I  again  got  | 
him  moving  slowly  upstream.  At  last,  almost 
in  the  very  spot  where  he  was  hooked,  hetumed 
over  on  his  side,  and  I  knew  that  the  battle  was 
almost  won.  A  few  short  struggles,  dangerous 
in  their  very  jerkiness,  and  the  fish  came 
over  on  his  back,  and,  as  he  was  hooked  in  the 
vent,  a  gentle  strain  prevented  him  getting 
back  again.  But  our  difficulties  were  not 
over.  At  that  point  the  bank  was  12ft. 
from  the  water  and  tlje  longest  gaff  was  only 
8ft.  Michael  John,  however,  was  down  on 
his  stomach  in  a  moment,  while  another  sat  upon 
his  legs,  and  he  just  reached  him.  Then  they 
hauled  M.  J.  up  the  steep  side,  and  it  was  all 
over.  Eighty-five  minutes  of  such  sport  as  falls 
to  the  lot  of  few  had  that  fish  given  me,  and  he 
pulled  the  scale  at  161b.  Poor  Michael  was 
terribly  cut  about  the  hands  and  face  from  the 
rocks  on  the  bank,  but  he  forgot  all  about  that 
in  the  pride  of  making  a  good  gaff. 
Another  incident  is  worth  recording  as  showing 


of  the  other  fly.  I  was  enormously  pleased,  as 
there  had  been  many  scoffers  on  Saturday  when  I 
told  my  tale.  That  fish  weighed  241b.,  and  was 
the  second  biggest  I  believe  caught  that  season. 
The  cast  has  gone  into  my  "  museum,"  to  be 
handed  down  from  father  to  son  as  an  heir- 
loom. 

One  might  tell  story  after  story  of  the  luck  and 
the  lack  of  it  in  fishing  at  Galway.  Those  who 
have  killed  their  big  fish  on  the  famous  rivers  of 
Scotland  may  affect  to  despise  the  river  at  Galway, 
and  call  it  cockney  sport.  Yet  there  is  often  a 
tinge  of  jealousy  in  their  affection.  The  duffer 
does  and  can  kill  fish  at  Galway,  but  he  gets  un- 
commonly few,  and  it  is  only  the  man  who  will  be 
up  at  dawn,  every  day,  who  can  look  for  much 
sport  in  that  old  Irish  town.  The  year  I  am 
writing  about  was  a  year  a  bit  above  the  average, 
and  in  a  fortnight's  fishing  the  two  of  us  killed 
one  hundred  and  twenty-one  fish,  weighing  74^>lb., 
and  of  these  fish  one  hundred  and  thirteen  were 
killed  on  the  fly,  and  only  eight  on  the  prawn. 
Such  a  record  does  not  fall  to  the  lot  of  every 
novice,  and,  as  I  sit  lazily  before  the  fire  and  idly 
turn  over  the  pages  of  my  old  fly  book,  I  wonder 
when  next  the  train  will  be  whirling  me  off  to 
Galway  and  its  fishing. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  leam  that  the  fishery 
has  taken  over  the  rod  fishing  from  the  club, 
and  that  in  future  the  disposal  of  tickets  will 
be  completely  in  the  hands  of  the  proprietor  of 
the  fishery.  T,  P.  Cookb. 


The  Salmon  Ladher. 


The  Bridge  at  Galway. 


and  many  and  devious  were  the  "devices  to  trick 
the  excisemen.  'Deed,  old  Lydon  knows  so  much 
about  it  all  that  I  suspect  that  in  his  younger 
days  he  did  a  bit  "  on  his  own  "  ;  but  now  he  and 
all  the  rest  of  the  family  are  staunch  teetotallers, 
and  not  even  Irish  whisky  or  Dublin  stout  will 
tempt  them. 

I  started  this  article  with  the  intention  of 
telling  of  the  sport  at  Galway,  and  must  ,not 
conclude  without  at  least  giving  you  some 
experiences  with  rod  and  line. 

One  glorious  hot  June  moming  I  was  fishing 
right  at  the  top  of  the  river,  while  the  other  rods 
were  "  prawning  "  lower  down.  In  front  of  me  a 
spring  fish  kept  leaping  out  of  the  water,  its 
glorious  silver  scales  glistening  in  the  sunlight. 
Turning  to  Michael  John,  I  remarked  that  I 
should  be  foul  hooking  him  if  he  jumped  much 
more.  The  words  were  scarcely  out  of  my  mouth 
when  up  he  came  again.  The  imp  of  mischief 
tempted  me.  The  rod  point  came  up  with  a  jerk, 
the  line  tightened,  and  then  the  fun  began'  For 
ten  minutes  I  went  up  and  down  that  bank  like 
one  training  for  a  Sheffield  handicap.  Then  our 
fish  steadied  down  a  bit,  and  began  sulking  at  the 
bottom  of  the  "  drain."  I  became  the  centre  of 
an  anxious  and  expectant  crowd.  "  Give  him  the 
butt "  ;  "  Throw  stones  at  him  " ;  "  Tap  the  butt 
of  the  rod,"  and  so  on,  came  from  all  sides ;  but 
under  such  circumstances  it  is  best  to  go  your 


the  uncertainty  of  salmon  fishing.  On  Saturday 
moming  before  breakfast  I  had  a  big  pull  at  my 
fly  under  water,  and  in  another  minute  I  recog- 
nised that  I  was  into  a  big  spring  fish.  He  didn't 
play  very  hard,  and,  after  about  ten  minutes' 
struggle,  I  was  congratulating  myself  on  being 
likely  to  kill  the  biggest  fish  of  the  year.  But 
you  can  never  reckon  on  your  fish  till  they  are  on 
the  bank.  A  moment  after  my  monster  gave  a 
quick  tum,  the  trace  caught  the  sharp  edge  of  a 
rock,  and  he  was  gone,  and  my  two  flies  and 
nearly  a  full  length  of  the  casting  line  in  his 
mouth.  Bitterly  disappointed,  though  1  had 
already  killed  three  peal,  I  returned  to  breakfast 
to  tell  my  tale  of  woe  to  my  friend,  who  had  not 
turned  out  early.  That  day  we  went  for  an 
excursion  up  the  lake,  but  before  going  I  asked 
the  other  anglers  on  the  bank  that  &  they  caught 
"  the  baby  fish  "  to  remember  that  the  cast  was 
mine.  But  that  fish  was  not  caught  that  day. 
On  the  Monday  evening  a  heavy  mist  came  over 
the  river.  The  rods  were  put  up,  as  it  was 
reckoned  it  would  be  no  further  good  fishing.  I 
was  just  having  another  cast  down,  when  the  rod 
was  nearly  jerked  out  of  my  hand,  and  I  was 
"  into  him."  Another  sluggish  struggle,  one  of 
those  uninteresting  fights  without  any  incident, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  my  identical  fish  of  the 
previous  Saturday  was  on  the  bank,  with  the 
cast  and  one  fly  in  his  mouth — he  had  got  get  rid 


THE  FIRST  FRUITS  OF  THE 
SEASON. 


Spring  salmon  angling  is  always  more  or  less 
a  matter  of  pure  speculation,  and  the  sportsman 
who  goes  in  for  it  must  regard  himself  in  the 
light  of  a  speculator  of  the  first  order  for  the 
nonce.  He  sinks  his  money  in  the  venture,  and 
he  must  brace  his  nerves  and  train  his  mind  to 
philosophically  take  whatever  turns  up.  He 
must  not  be  over  elated  at  an  unlooked-for  stroke 
of  luck,  and  expect  to  reap  the  same  again  at  his 
next  leap  in  the  dark,  nor  be  too  much  cast  down 
should  the  fates  be  against  him,  and  so  ban  all 
and  sundry  as  cheats  and  liars  who  have  directly 
and  indirectly  had  a  hand  in  robbing  him  of  his 
expected  and,  no  doubt,  dearly  paid  for  sport. 

In  these  days  of  fierce  competition  and  general 
scarcity  of  fish  it  is  not  likely  that  there  will  be 
many  great  strokes  of  luck  agoing  in  the  way  of 
salmon  angling  in  the  early  spring  months,  so 
that  the  jubilant  sportsman  is  less  likely  to  be  so 
frequently  met  with  than  the  other  fellow,  who  is 
down  on  his  luck,  and  has  a  doleful  tale  for  every 
sympathetic  ear  of  how  hard  he  has  been  hit  and 
the  rest  of  it. 

Given  a  good  stretch  of  water  with  an  average 
reputation  for  holding  fish,  and  the  venture  of 
the  early  spring  angler  otherwise  must  always  be 
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a  pure  matter  of  chance.  He  must  chance  the 
weather,  and  the  weather  rules  all.  The  best  of 
seasons  may  be  blighted  in  a  night's  time,  and 
the  best  of  anticipations  partially  falsified  by  a 
sudden  and  protracted  fall  of  the  barometer. 
This  is  the  risk  be  has  to  run,  against  which 
human  observation  and  human  judgment  availeth 
not.  It  is  at  such  a  j  ancture  that  the  best  traits 
of  the  truly  philosophic  sportsman's  character 
are  called  forth ;  and  if  he  has  such  God-given 
gifts  he  will  then  call  them  forth  in  all  their 
strength  to  help  him  to  "  grin  and  bear  it,"  and 
look  jolly  under  the  circumstances. 

Not  for  many  years  has  there  been  such  a 
sudden  overthrow  of  the  best  of  prognostications 
as  has  just  attended  the  opening  weeks  of  the 
present  salmon  season  in  the  north  of  Scotland. 
Five  years  ago  the  storm  was  worse,  but  then  it 
was  foreseen.  In  fact,  it  was  Arctic  conditions  of 
the  utmost  rigour  from  the  middle  of  December 
on  to  the  opening  day  in  February,  and  for  many 
weeks  after.  On  the  present  occasion  the  weather 
all  through  from  Nov.  1  till  the  last  week  or  so  in 
January  has  been  most  favourable  from  an 
angler's  point  of  view ;  and  almost  up  to  the 
opening  days  on  the  bulk  of  Scotch  waters  there 
was  little  or  nothing  to  complain  of ;  and  so  we 
must  go  back  to  the  winter  of  1880 — twenty  years 
ago  now — for  a  parallel  to  the  blight  of  frost  and 
snow  which  has  so  ruthlessly  nipped  the  opening 
weeks  of  the  present  season. 

The  weather  is  an  uncertain  quantity  at  the 
best,  but  it  is  much  more  so  to  the  early  spring 
angler  than  at  any  time  else.  As  a  matter  of 
speculation  he  must  risk  it,  and  if  it  turns  out 
fair  and  good,  so  much  the  better  for  his  invest- 
ment ;  and  if  it  proves,  on  the  other  hand,  treacher- 
ously bad,  so  much  the  worse. 

Yet,  in  spite  of  weather  of  the  very  worst 
description — snow,  rain,  hail,  sleet,  and,  worst  of 
all,  frost — of  weeks'  duration,  the  first  fruits  of 
the  salmon  season  all  over  have  proved  highly 
satisfactory.  Had  the  weather  been  open  and 
fair,  had  the  conditions  been  anything  accep- 
table, from  an  angler's  point  of  view,  had  even  a 
low  average  reading  of  the  thermometer  been  only 
experienced,  the  opening  season  on  the  Dee  and 
Tay,  at  least,  would  have  been  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  experienced  during  the  past  two  decades. 

On  the  various  waters  of  the  Tay  and  Loch 
Tay  sport  has  been  fairly  good,  even  on  very  bad 
days,  and  very  good  on  some  sections  whenever 
there  was  a  fair  chance,  and  the  best  disinterested 
authorities — sportsmen  on  the  spot — say  that  bar 
the  most  wretched  weather  the  season  promises 
to  fulfil  their  most  sanguine  anticipations.  The 
details  have  been  given  in  our  river  reports 
column  from  week  to  week.  True,  they  have 
often  been  bigger  in  past  seasons,  but  then  look 
at  the  prevailing  weather. 

On  the  Ness  several  fish  have  been  got  almost 
on  every  other  beat,  where  in  seasons  not  half  so 
bad  not  a  fin  has  been  seen  till  much  later  on. 
On  the  Spey  the  ice  has  been  broken  both  literally 
and  figuratively,  and  the  "  first  blood  "  drawn  on 
more  than  one  water  where  a  hole  could  be  made. 
These  all  speak  for  themselves.  On  the  Dee, 
however,  the  success  met  with  has  been  truly 
marvellous.  On  the  opening  day  it  was  practically 
one  cake  of  ice  from  top  to  bottom,  and  such  a 
huiTicane  prevailed  that  not  a  line  could  be  got 
out  even  in  lulls  of  the  tempest,  when  otherwise 
a  cast  might  have  been  made.  But  the  grip  of 
King  Frost  was  over  all  supreme,  and  it  was  not 
till  the  second  day  of  the  season  that  first  blood 
was  drawn,  even  by  the  nets  on  the  tidal  waters, 
on  the  queen  of  salmon  rivers. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  season  two  clean  fish 
were  got  on  Sir  John  Gladston's  water,  near 
Potarch,  by  breaking  a  hole  in  ice  over  9in.  thick 
at  its  thinnest  parts;  and  just  twenty-six  miles 
lower  down  some  seventeen  were  got  by  Sir  David 
Stewart's  lessee,  at  the  Banchory  Devenick  netting 
station,  after  the  same  manner.  This  proved  that 
there  were  clean  fresh  run  fish  in  the  pools  all  the 
way  up  from  the  sea  well  into  the  middle  reaches, 
and  since  then,  under  the  hardest  of  hard  con- 
ditions of  weather  above,  and  frozen  waters 
beneath,  sport  has  been  freely  got  wherever  an 
open  bit  of  water  could  be  made.  On  the  King- 
caugsie  water.  Miss  Fortescue  bad  three,  of 
71b.,  81b.,  and  ftlb. ;  and  her  gillie  several 
more,  mostly  after  dusk,  and  when  the  grue 
had  completely  worn  ofif  the  water.  On 
tin  Park  watvr  Mr.  Q«org«  Daridvon,  of  Well- 


wood,  and  Capt.  McLean  have  creeled  twenty 
since  the  opening  between  them,  and  thus  beat 
their  last  season's  total  by  one  during  the  first 
fortnight,  and  such  a  fortnight !  Mr.  Chalmers, 
on  the  Culter  water,  had  five  last  week ;  Sheriff 
Robertson,  three  on  Durris ;  Capt.  D.  V. 
Brooke,  ten,  in  three  days'  fishing,  five  of  which 
he  got  on  Friday  last  in  one  and  a  quarter  hours 
on  the  Knappoch,  a  small  water  with  only  one 
good  holding  pool.  On  the  Inchmarlo  waters, 
Mr.  D.  J)avid8on  and  Capt.  Gaskell  have  creeled 
nine  clean  fish,  and  had  to  do  with  twenty-two 
others ;  while  Mortimer,  on  the  Woodend  water, 
and  others  have  been  equally  successful.  Anglers 
are  in  high  glee  over  the  prospects  of  the 
season  on  the  Dee,  and  well  they  might  be 
under  such  conditions,  and  after  such  a 
succession  of  five  bad  seasons.  These  are 
only  a  few  of  the  results  taken  at  random 
from  the  reports  just  to  hand  from  the 
mid-reaches.  It  is  some  time  since  such  cheery 
and  cheering  reports  came  to  hand,  and  we  have 
given  the  details  in  order  that  any  doubting 
sceptic  may  verify  them  if  he  chooses.  It  is  not 
to  advertise  the  Dee  that  these  lines  are  written, 
nor  to  puff  up  a  stream  upon  which  nothing  is 
being  done  to  maintain  its  reputation  as  the  first 
angling  river  for  its  size  in  the  kingdom.  Much 
has  been  done  to  keep  the  Dee  abreast  of 
the  necessities  of  the  times  during  the  past 
twenty-five  years;  but  much  more  might  be 
done  even  yet,  considering  the  high  rates  paid  for 
the  privilege  of  angling  on  its  waters,  and  this 
we  mean  to  deal  with  in  due  course.  Yet,  if  such 
highly  satisfactory  results  can  be  got  under  such 
conditions  on  the  Dee,  it  is  the  very  best  and 
strongest  of  arguments  to  point  to  it  and  say  to 
others,  "  Go  thou  and  do  likewise." 

Most  of  the  sport  got  during  the  opening  weeks 
has  been  to  the  fly.  The  gudgeon  and  phantom 
have  accounted  for  a  few,  but  the  lure  of  lures  has 
been  the  fly.  The  most  fatal  size  has  been  a  2^in. 
Gordon,  Akroyd,  Tricolour,  Sherbrook,  and 
Kelsall  (sometimes  erroneously  described  in  lists 
as  Burchall).  The  last  two  are  comparatively 
new  flies  of  a  very  taking  pattern.  On  the 
Glentana  and  Aboyne  waters  a  heavier  iron  is 
used,  but  then  the  temperature  is  colder  and  the 
pools  deeper. 

On  Friday  last  a  thorough  thaw  set  in,  and  the 
noise  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  was  heard 
miles  off  from  every  other  stream.  It  was  like 
the  tearing  up  of  the  beds  of  the  rivers,  but  the 
crashing  masses  of  ice  had  to  go  before  the 
tearing,  roaiing,  rising  torrents.  It  was  sweet 
music  to  the  expectant  anglers'  ears,  and  especially 
those  heavily  rented  far  inland  sportsmen  who 
had  been  standing  idly  by  for  a  fortnight  playing 
the  part  of  good  or  bad  losers  according  to  their 
temperament,  as  day  after  day  saw  their  chances 
narrow  and  their  hopes  decline,  But  now  the 
scene  is  changed.  The  advent  of  vernal  weather 
may  not  have  come  in  all  its  effulgence,  yet 
enough  has  been  vouchsafed  to  enjoy  the  first 
fruits  of  the  season. 

It  is  highly  gratifying  to  note  that  the  coast 
stations  have  been  doing  remarkably  well  where 
the  nets  have  not  been  torn  into  shreds  by  the 
prevailing  storms,  the  like  of  which  has  not  been 
experienced  on  the  east  coast  of  our  island  for 
many  years,  and  that  the  head  of  salmon  forward 
from  Tay  to  Spey  is  for  once  most  gratifying 
under  existing  conditions.  G,  M. 
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In  consequence,  we  regret  to  say,  of  the  illness 
of  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Alfred  Allison,  there 
has  been  some  delay  in  framing  the  rules,  &c.,  of 
this  society,  but  this  has  now  been  done  by  the 
committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  a  general 
meeting  of  the  members  has  been  called  for 
Tuesday  evening  next  at  8  p.m.  in  the  Board 
Room  of  the  Crystal  Palace,  Sydenham,  to  pass 
the  rules. 

After  the  meeting  the  tanks,  hatchery 
apparatus,  &c.,will  be  on  view. 


ObientaLi  Books  formerlT  Inned  b;  W.  H.  Ailsn  and  Co.,  now 
piiblliihed  by  Bampion  I^w,  Uamton  and  Oo.,  LimlMd,  St. 
bunitan'ii  Uouae,  Fetter-lane,  LoodoD,  Publliiherii  to  the  India 
OOue.— A  OATALoauK  of  theia  Text  Booke,  Olaia  Books,  Hln- 
toiiea,  and  Indian  OoTamnmrt  Pablhnittoin  om  be  bad  on 
appUeaMon 


SIR  EDWARD  GREY  AT  THE  FLY 
FISHERS'  DINNER. 


The  annual  banquet  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
is  to  take  place  on  Wednesday  (March  7)  at  the 
Hotel  Cecil.  Sir  Edward  Grey,  Bart.,  M.P.,  who 
is  the  author  of  one  of  the  most  charming  work* 
on  fly  fishing,  is  to  take  the  chair,  and  wiffi 
probably  be  supported  by  Sir  Samuel  Montagu* 
Sir  Ford  North,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Sir  Thomaj 
Wardle,  &c.  1 


"A  SHOCKING  HISTORY.^ 


We  often,  when  children,  heard  the  story  which 
tells  how  a  flock  of  uneducated  geese  saved  the 
mighty  Roman  Empire,  but  I  doubt  if  the  world 
has  ever  before  heard  how  a  fish  ruined  a  pros- 
perous and  happy  kingdom. 

The  Torpedo  galvanii  was  the  fish,  and  the 
kingdom  was  that  of  Brazzaspalairo. 

You  will  not  find  it  upon  the  oldest  map,  for  its 
collapse  dates  back  centuries  before  Rome  was 
dreamed  of ;  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it 
was  situate  on  the  other  side  of  the  Adriatic  sea, 
amidst  the  hills  and  valleys  of  what  is  now  known 
as  Dalmatia.  It  comprised  a  few  square  miles  of- 
mainland,  three  islands,  innumerable  sunken 
rocks,  a  king,  and  a  population  of  courtiers. 

The  chief  town,  two  miles  inland,  was  also 
Brazzaspalairo,  and  we  believe  that  the  palace 
was  entirely  built  of  white  marble  picked  out  with 
solid  gold,  so  that  the  shimmering  tracery  of  its 
four  towers  reflected  the  sun's  rays  on  to  the 
streets  with  dazzling  effect.  It  was  a  powerful 
kingdom,  too,  for  when  the  barbarians  of  Greece 
or  the  Ionian  Isles  hailed  a  passing  vessel,  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten  they  learned  that  she  was  the 
"  So  and  So,"  of  Brazzaspalairo,  upon  which  they 
bowed  low  upon  their  sandy  shores  and  trembled, 
so  great  was  the  fame  of  their  visitor's  power. 

The  ruler  of  this  favoured  territory  was  one 
Dinaric,  the  seventh  of  that  illustrious  line,  whose 
sub-titles  were  so  many  that  three  heralds  were 
emblazoned  with  them,  their  clothes  weighing 
heavy  with  the  gold  thread  with  which  the  long 
words  were  worked. 

They  marched  in  order  after  their  sovereign, 
beginning  with  "Immaculate  and  Omnipotent 
Ruler  of  all  that  is  to  be  desired,"  and  ending 
with  "  Never  enough  to  be  praised  Ruler  of  Eart^ 
Sea,  and  Sky,  and  all  that  abides  therein,"  which 
adorned  the  back  of  the  third  herald.  Wherever 
the  king  went  they  went,  and  at  night  he  had  the 
gorgeous  raiment  hung  around  his  couch  to 
remind  him  of  his  importance,  therefore,  as 
Dinaric  was  a  pattern  of  diligence,  and  the  sun 
beat  hot  upon  their  happy  land,  the  hei'alds  needed 
all  the  strength  they  possessed  to  fulfil  their 
arduous  duties. 

Discontent  was  unknown  in  Brazzaspalaii-o,  an 
absolutely  undreamed  of  state  of  mind,  and  with 
the  exception  of  the  heralds  all  the  people 
bubbled  over  with  enthusiasm  and  joy. 

Now  Dinaric,  the  king,  passed  his  time  by 
making  circuits  of  his  lands  and  advising  hie 
people,  as  one  in  his  circumstances  should  do. 
On  rare  occasion  he  would  arbitrate  in  a  dispute, 
when,  finding  that  the  land,  money,  or  goods  dia^ 
puted  were  his  own  property  lent  in  trust  to  hie 
subjects,  he  would  call  the  principal  in  again  with 
five  per  cent,  interest  on  the  capital  from  both 
the  disputants.  Lawsuits  were  very  rare  occur« 
rences  in  the  domains  of  such  a  wise  monarch. 

Once  a  month  he  journeyed  to  the  seaboard  <^ 
his  kingdom  in  order  to  view  his  wateiy 
dominion,  and  there  he  would  cast  off  hu 
jewelled  sandals  and  silken  robes,  take  a  lon^ 
handled  net  from  an  eager  courtier,  and  wade  iB 
the  pellucid  sea,  chasing  green  crabs  over  the 
rocks  and  laughing  with  kingly  glee.  All  fait 
retinue  (excluding  the  heralds)  followed  himi 
slipping  when  he  slipped,  as  by  court  etiquette 
bound,  knocking  their  shins  when  his  were 
knocked,  and  all  laughing  in  a  long,  happy  echo 
after  him. 

On  the  fateful  day,  the  first  of  the  vear 
3050  B  0.  (months  were  not  reckoned  in  thoee 
long,  happy  years),  Dinaric,  the  king,  the  never 
enough  to  be  praised  Ruler  of  the  Earth,  Wea,  aod 
Sky,  and  all  that  abides  therein,  stepped  into  hia 
palanquin,  and  was  swiftly  earned  up  and  down  the 
mountain  roads  towards  the  sea,  followed  at  a  ran 
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^  by  bis  retinue,  including  the  perspiring  heralds, 
whose  faces  put  to  shame  the  crimson  velvets  of 
their  trappings,  and  whose  puffings  created  a 
decided  breeze  around  his  majesty's  person. 

Arrivingat  the  beach,  the  palanquin  was  lowered, 
and  the  king  produced  a  large  bag  of  green  figs, 
one  of  which  he  bestowed  upon  each  of  his  subjects. 
It  was  considered  correct  manners  to  wrap  the 
fig  in  their  pocket  handkerchief  and  place  it  in  the 
bosom  of  their  mantles ;  but  under  the  pretence 

.  of  wiping  their  brows  the  majority  managed  to 
smuggle  the  delicacy  into  their  mouths  without 
exciting  suspicion. 

The  heralds  were  invariably  unable  to  execute 
this  manoeuvre  owing  to  the  close  proximity  of  the 
king. 

Having  dispensed  these  favours,  Dinaric 
finished  the  remainder  and  gazed  leisurely  around 
him. 

It  was  a  perfect  summer  day;  the  sunlight 
.  dancing  wildly  over  the  wavelets  which  lapped  the 
sand  and  weed-crested  rocks  made  a  picture  of 
more  than  ordinary  brilliancy,  so  his  eyes  wandered 
until  he  espied  an  object  half  in  the  surf.    It  was 
not  a  rock,  being  too  light  upon  the  sand.    It  was 
not  a  fish,  for  as  the  advancing  tide  surged  over 
it  the  thing  shivered  slightly  and  drew  itself  a 
little  farther  up  the  beach.    In  the  sand  beside  it 
a  pole  was  firmly  embedded, 
j     "  Go,"  cried  the  monarch  to  one  of  his  train ; 
!  "  bring  me  that  I " 

Bowing  deeply,  the  noble  in  question  hastened  to 
the  spot  and  raised  the  prostrate  form.  It  was  a 
peasant,  who,  dripping  wet,  followed  the  courtier 
to  the  king. 

"  Ha  '■  what  are  you  ?  "  queried  Dinaric,  as  the 
man  sank  on  hands  and  knees  before  him. 
"  The  most  humble  of  thy  subjects,  oh,  mighty 
•  king!" 

"  What  did  you  in  the  water  there,  my 
subject  ?  " 

"  When  your  mightiness  came  on  to  the  beach 
I  made  obeisance  without  delay,  and  being  in  the 
water  I  got  damp,  oh  king  !  " 

"  'Twas  fortunate  I  observed  thee." 

"  True,  your  majesty,  but  I  was  sure  of  thine 
observation,  for  thine  eyes  are  everywhere,  and 
see  the  condition  of  thy  most  humble  servant." 

"  Good,"  cried  Dinaric,  who  loved  a  com- 
pliment ;  then,  turning  to  the  noble  who  had 
fetched  the  peasant,  he  said  munificently,  "  Give 
him  your  fig." 

Luckily  this  noble  had  been  unable  to  eat  it,  so 
he  produced  the  delicacy  and  inserted  it  into  the 
mouth  of  the  still  prostrate  peasant. 

Dinaric  watched  him  swallow  the  morsel  with 
interest,  then  said  he  :  "  What  were  you  doing  in 
my  sea  ?  " 

"I  was  entrapping  those  fish  which  your 
glorious  majesty  has  in  your  kindness  allowed 
your  servants  to  catch." 

"  Have  you  caught  any  of  my  fish  ?  " 

"  No,  your  majesty,  but  with  your  gracious  per- 
mission I  will  withdraw  from  the  blinding  light 
of  your  august  presence  and  try  again." 

"  Good,"  cried  Dinaric ;  then,  turning  to  the 
heralds,  "  Give  him  your  figs  I  " 

The  heralds  gravely  produced  them,  and,  being 
as  discontented  aa  Brazzaspalairians  could  be, 
thrust  them  rather  savagely  into  the  mouth  of 
the  peasant,  who,  after  considerable  choking, 
managed  to  get  them  down 

"  Now,"  resumed  Dinaric,  "  I  will  take  your  rod 
and  angle  if  my  advisers  think  it  not  below  the 
grandeur  of  a  king  to  angle  with  a  peasant's 
paraphernalia." 

Here  the  greybeards  consulted  apart,  and  finally 
gave  their  opinion  that,  as  the  rod  belonged  to  the 
peasant,  and  the  peasant  belonged  to  the  king,  the 
king  might  use  the  possession  of  his  possession 
without  lowering  his  mightiness.  So  the  whole 
party  gathered  round  Dinaric,  and,  having  seen 
his  sandals  safely  loosened,  took  off  their  own  and 
followed  him  into  the  surf,  where,  having  obtained 
the  rod,  it  was  baited  by  the  peasant  and  handed 
to  the  king.  The  heralds,  who  would  have  given 
their  ears  for  a  chance  of  cooling  their  feet, 
watched  the  proceedings  from  the  shore  with 
P^simistic  countenances,  the  only  blot  upon  the 
fair  scene. 

Dinaric,  with  his  robe  tucked  around  his  waist, 
watched  the  bobbing  float  eagerly,  whilst  around 
bim,  in  a  hnge  circle,  waded  his  courtiers,  who 
endeavoured  by  constantly  shifting  their  legs  to 
drive  all  fish  in  the  neighbourhood  to  the  centre 


of  the  circle,  where  their  sovereign  might  catch 
them. 

Just  as  the  kingly  patience  was  becoming 
exhausted,  and  the  kingly  feet  were  growing  cold, 
the  piece  of  quill  went  down,  and  the  king,  with 
a  yell  echoed  a  thousandfold  by  the  circumference 
of  the  circle,  bent  his  legs,  threw  back  his  head, 
and  with  straining  arms  controlled  the  dashes  of 
a  huge  fish.  Even  the  heralds  forgot  their 
restrictions  and  raced  up  and  down  the  littoral, 
shouting  encouragement  to  their  monarch,  whilst 
the  peasant  with  a  doubt  in  his  heart  sank  upon 
his  knees  and  prayed  audibly  to  his  particular 
divinity. 

Meanwhile,  the  fish,  tired  out,  had  unwillingly 
shown  his  hideous  form — a  flat  brown  mass 
dappled  with  black,  whose  only  prominent  feature 
was  a  short,  wicked  tail. 

"  Catch  hold  of  it !  "  shouted  Dinaric. 

^  grey-bearded  counsellor  advanced,  and 
dexterously  threw  his  arms  around  the  creature. 
He  raised  it  in  full  view  of  the  king,  and  then 
terror  and  disgust  leaped  into  his  face  as  with  a 
loud  "  Oh  !  "  he  dropped  it. 

Another,  eager  for  praise,  seized  the  oppor- 
tunity and  the  fish,  yelled  more  loudly,  and  also, 
let  it  fall. 

"  Don't  touch  it,"  moaned  the  peasant.  "  It's  a 
shock  fish.    Even  his  highness  can't  hold  that." 

The  king  turned  with  scorn.  "  May  we  not 
hold  our  own  P "  he  cried.  "  Is  Dinaric  the 
Seventh  any  less  a  ruler  than  his  forbears  ?  "  and 
so  saying  "  The  never  enough  to  be  praised 
Owner  of  Earth,  Sea,  and  Sky,  and  all  that 
abides  therein,"  stretched  out  his  hands  and 
seized  the  squat  tail  of  his  ugly  possession,  never 
doubting  but  that  he  would  land  his  prize.  His 
kingly  countenance  was  visibly  distorted  as  he 
dropped  it,  and  the  court  ladies  in  the  town  stopped 
in  their  innocent  gambols  as  they  heard  a  well- 
known  voice  cry  "  Oh,  Jehoshophat "  (or  words  to 
that  effect),  in  acents  of  acute  pain.  And 
Brazzaspalairo  was  two  miles  away.  The  fish, 
becoming  unhooked  in  the  struggle,  darted 
through  the  forest  of  bare  legs,  leaving  a 
train  of  exclamations  and  contorted  faces  in  his 
wake. 

"  It  dared  !  "  gasped  the  king.  "  It  dared  to 
resist  me ! " 

The  assemblage  rubbed  their  shins  in  chorus. 

"It  denied  our  authority  and  paralysed  our 
arms  ?  " 

The  assemblage  gi'oaned  in  sympathy. 

The  king  led  the  way  to  the  beach.  . 

"  Go  ! "  cried  he  to  the  quaking  heralds.  "  Take 
away  those  mocking  trappings.  I  am  derided  in 
my  own  kingdom ! "  And  a-foot  the  proud 
Dinaric  set  off  for  his  palace  in  Brazzaspalairo 
witb  his  abashed  following,  excepting  the  heralds, 
who  remained  behind  to  chastise  the  peasant  for 
daring  to  eat  their  figs. 

That  night  a  council  was  called,  and  on  the 
following  morning  this  notice  was  posted  on  every 
house  and  wall  in  the  empire. 

"  Notice. 

"  Whereas  and  because  on  one  and  divers 
occasions,  and  on  one  occasion  in  particular 
his  Omnipotent  Highness  the  King  was 
attacked,  maimed,  lamed,  and  otherwise 
maltreated  by  a  rebel  subject  in  his  own 
empire  the  sea. 

"  And  whereas  a  description  of  this  miscreant  has 
fortunately  been  procured.  His  Immaculate 
Majesty  offers  promises  and  otherwise  rewards 
the  captor  of  his  miserable  antagonist  alive, 
the  sum  of  £10,000  (Brazzaspalairian  coinage) 
and  the  hand  of  the  prime  minister's 
daughter  in  marriage. 

"  (Signed)         DiNAEio  VII.  King." 
(Here  followed  a  description  of  the  fish.) 

An  hour  later  the  town  was  depopulated.  Every 
sapling  for  miles  around  had  been  uprooted,  twine 
was  at  a  heavy  premium,  and  boats  were  unobtain- 
able. The  prime  minister's  daughter  was  pre- 
paring her  trousseau,  and  the  three  heralds  had  left 
their  cloaks  in  the  imperial  wardrobe,  and  set  out 
with  a  raft  and  a  net  upon  the  Adriatic. 

As  soon  as  a  Brazzaspalairian  vessel  entered 
the  harbours  along  the  coast  she  took  in  pro- 
visions and  put  out  again  with  a  perfect^  growth 
of  fishing  rods  issuing  from  her  bulwarks.  It  was 
a  remarkable  response  to  a  remarkable  edict. 

Dinaric  the  king  ordered'  large  tanks  to  be 


prepared  wherein  suspicious  likenesses  of  his  foe 
might  be  placed  for  examination. 

This  work  was  done  by  the  women  who 
remained  in  the  town,  and  having  seen  it  com- 
pleted the  king  amused  himself  by  speculating  in 
shipping  companies  with  a  lame  broker  who  was 
unable  to  leave  his  house.  Two  days  afterwards 
a  small  boat  ran  into  the  little  bay  where  the  king 
had  suffered  his  humiliation,  and  from  it  came 
the  identical  fisherman  who  had  been  the  innocent 
cause  of  all  the  trouble,  but  now  his  face  was 
happy,  though  his  arms  were  numbed,  for  in  the 
bottom  of  the  boat,  flapping  wildly  in  a  few 
inches  of  water,  lay  the  rebel  fish. 

When  Dinaric  heard  the  news  he  ran  down  to 
the  beach.  It  looked  very  like  his  foe,  but  he  would 
not  give  the  award  without  the  opinion  of  those 
who  witnessed  the  assault.  The  fish,  therefore, 
was  carried  in  a  tub  to  the  market-place,  where 
the  lame  broker  was  carried  out  and  commanded 
to  touch  it  before  the  court  ladies,  upon  which 
the  ladies  were  edified  and  the  lame  broker  was 
angry.    Then  the  king  went  to  bed. 

That  night  in  Brazzaspalairo  was  htusier  than 
the  busiest  day.  A  continual  stream  of  sailors, 
fishermen,  coiintrymen,  and  townspeople  brought 
in  tubs,  barrels,  and  kegs  containing  replicas  of 
the  fish  already  in  the  market  place,  and  each  man 
made  personal  application  for  the  £'10,000  at  the 
palace  door.  Only  one  or  two  demanded  the 
prime  minister's  daughter,  and  they  only  country- 
men who  had  never  seen  the  lady,  and  who  knew 
no  better. 

At  daybreak  Dinaric  arose,  and  from  his 
chamber  window  saw  the  mountain  i-oads  from 
the  sea  swaying  with  jostling  humanity  carrying 
receptacles  in  which  reposed  his  foe's  brethren  ; 
perchance  one  contained  his  foe  !  Overjoyed  with 
this  thought,  he  dressed  with  care,  obtained  three 
new  heralds,  put  them  inside  the  titled  liveries, 
and  sallied  forth  into  the  market  place. 

Amidst  the  ringing  cheers  that  greeted  his 
appearance,  Dinaric  closely  observed  each  fish  and 
proclaimed  each  one  successively  the  culprit. 
His  ministers  followed,  and  gravely  endorsed  his 
opinions,  whilst  the  populace  looked  troubled. 

It  was  a  dilemma.  They  could  not  all  be  the 
miscreant,  so  the  king  ordered  an  ordeal  of  touch. 
Here  the  populace  looked  graver,  and  everybody 
made  room  for  everbody  else.  The  king  was  left 
alone  with  the  tubs. 

He  gingerly  put  his  hand  into  the  nearest, 
touched  the  occupant,  and  turned  smiling  to  the 
eager  crowd. 

"  Touch  him  with  both  hands,  your  majesty," 
cried  a  voice. 

In  went  the  other  hand,  when  both  were  hastily 
withdrawn. 

"  The  creature  dares  to  do  it  again  I "  he  cried, 
"  That  is  the  one." 

"  Mine  dops  that,  too !  "  cried  everyone  around. 
"  Try  mine !  "  The  populace  had  forgotten  the 
I'espect  due  to  their  monarcb. 

With  a  doubtful  countenance  the  king  tried 
another  tub. 

"Two  of  them  do  it!"  ha  cried,  rubbing  his 
stricken  arm  ruefully. 

"  All  of  them  do  it !  "  yelled  the  mob  menac- 
ingly. 

Dinaric  smiled  uneasily.  "  Let  every  man  put 
his  arms  in  his  own  tub." 

They  had  all  received  many  shocks  since  the 
publication  of  the  decree ;  one  more  wodld  not  be 
a  great  hardship,  and  every  man  advanced.  Two  of 
the  palace  doors  cracked  and  sundry  small 
avalanches  descended  from  the  neighbouring  hills, 
awakened  by  the  yell  that  followed  the  experi- 
ment. They  all  did  it,  and  that  many-octaved 
scream  proclaimed  a  state  of  rebellion  in 
Brazzispaliiro. 

Useless  it  was  for  the  king  to  call  for  order; 
angry  faces  surrounded  him,  and  angry  voices 
demanded  their  money.  Dinaric  trembled, 
turned  pale,  and  ran  into  the  palace. 

As  the  advancing  multitudes  toiled  towards  the 
unhappy  town  they  heard  garbled  reports  of  the 
morning's  events.  They  left  their  fish  by  the 
roadside,  and  with  imprecations  marched  on  to  the 
palace. 

Vain  were  the  cries  of  Dinario's  faithful  ladies. 
He  was  hauled  out  into  the  square,  and  there 
before  his  eyes  the  mob  burned  the  crimson, 
gold-embroidered  coats  which  proclaimed  his 
greatness. 

Then  a  man  came  out  of  the  crowd.   It  was 
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tte  first  herald.  "Come,"  said  he,  seizing  the 
wretched  Dinaric  by  the  arm,  "if  a  fish  can 
frighten  a  king,  I  suppose  a  man  may  terrorise 
him  I  This  is  the  last  service  I  shall  do  for  you," 
and  so  saying  he  deftly  knocked  the  king's  crown 
into  the  roadway.  The  mob  simply  cheered. 
Then  came  another,  "  Sire,  my  boat  is  in  the  bay. 
If  you  value  your  life,  foUow  me."  It  was  the 
poor  peasant. 

Dinaric,  late  the  emperor  of  the  kingdom  of 
Brazzaspalairo,  never  enough  to  be  praised  Ruler 
of  Earth,  Sea,  and  Sky,  Immaculate  Ruler  of  all 
that  is  to  be  desired,  &c.,  humbly  took  the  man's 
advice,  and  sorrowfully  walked  to  the  beach, 
surrounded  by  a  small  bodyguard  composed  of 
the  peasant  and  the  court  ladies.  They  entered 
the  Uttle  craft,  its  owner  rigged  the  sail,  and, 
amidst  the  howls  and  execrations  of  his  erstwhile 
subjects,  Dinaric  passed  out  on  to  the  smiling 
sea. 

Perhaps  they  found  landing  on  another  shore ; 
perhaps  not.   Tradition  is  not  precise  on  this  or 
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away  its  strength  and  impedes  its  motion  in  the 
water,  but  with  this  tackle  it  can  swim  comfortably 
about  and  have  all  the  use  of  its  muscular  power 
to  do  so.  Being  hooked  through  the  top  lip  only, 
which  is  merely  gristle,  the  bait  feels  no  pain 
after  the  hook  has  been  passed  quickly  through 
its  lip.  The  bait  will  live  all  day  if  not  killed  by 
too  much  casting.  Therefore,  it  is  a  great  saver 
of  live  bait,  which  is  a  great  consideration  to 
pike  fishers. 

"  3.  This  tackle  comprises  two  advantages.  It 
is  composed  of  a  spinning  trace  and  snap  tackle 
combined.  The  lead  is  a  fixture  on  the  trace,  and 
of  the  weight  generally  used  for  spinning  dead 
bait  or  artificial  bait.  It  is  also  all  that  can  be 
desired  for  sinking  the  live  bait.  When  the  pike 
fisher  wishes  to  give  up  live  baiting  and  commence 
spinning  he  simply  takes  the  snap  tackle  off  at 
the  swivel  and  attaches  his  spinning  bait  to  the 
trace  in  a  moment  and  commences  spinning  at 
once.  It  is  a  very  good  plan  for  the  pike  fisher 
to  have  three  or  four  spare  snap  tacHes  to  one 
trace,  as  when  a  pike  is  landed  he  can  detach  him 
from  the  trace  at  the  swivel  and  put  another 
tackle  on  and  bait  it  and  let  it  be  fishing  while  he 
is  unhooking  Mr.  Pike  on  the  bank,  therefore  no 
time  is  lost  in  fishing. 

"  4.  The  tackle  is  simply  constructed,  and  has 
no  complication  about  it.  The  hooks  are  fast  on 
the  gimp,  and  do  not  slide,  therefore  the  full 
force  of  the  stroke  is  felt  on  striking.  The  tackle 
is  placed  in  such  a  position  when  baited  that  the 
angler  can  strike  as  soon  as  the  float  goes,  and 
the  pike  is  hooked  at  once. 

"  5.  For  paternoster  fishing  this  tackle  is  un- 
equalled.   Being  so  quickly  baited,  and  the  bait 


any  other  point  connected  with  his  subsequent 
career. 

After  the  mob  had  ransacked  the  palace,  Brazza- 
spalairo was  shunned  by  one  and  aU.  There  was 
a  good  deal  too  much  sun  and  fish  in  it  to  be 
pleasant ;  and  without  a  head,  and  with  only  this 
short  tale,  it  vanished  from  the  page  of  history. 
***** 

There  is  no  set  moral  to  this  story.  Every 
reader  can  supply  one  to  his  or  her  liking.  The 
Raia  torpedo  has  not  a  great  weight  in  modem 
history,  and  is  therefore  somewhat  neglected,  so 
when  dwellers  on  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean 
see  the  common  spectacle  of  a  live  specimen  they 
warn  their  children  not  to  touch,  although  ignorant 
of  the  fact  that  a  king  encompassed  his  ruin 
thereby.    Kktptos. 


TURNER'S  SPECIAL  PIKE  HUMANE 
LIVE  SNAP  TACKLE." 


Mb.  W.  Turner,  87,  Hornby-road,  Blackpool, 
sends  us  what  he  calls  his  "  Special  Pike  Humane 
Live  Snap  Tackle."  We  give  some  extracts  from 
hia  circular  describing  it : 

How  TO  Use  It. 

"To  bait  the  tackle,  simply  pass  one  of  the 
double  hooks  quickly  through  the  upper  lip  of  the 
bait,  about  a  iin.  from  the  edge  of  the  lip.  That 
is  all  that  is  required,  and  the  bait  is  ready  for 
fishing  at  once.  Never  hook  a  bait  through  both 
lips,  as  it  stops  its  breathing." 

The  advantages  he  claims  for  this  tackle  over 
others  are  as  follows  : 

"  1.  The  bait  is  put  on  the  tackle  in  one  second, 
other  tackles  taking  a  much  longer  time  to  bait. 

"  2.  The  bait  is  not  hooked  in  a  vital  part,  with 
two  or  three  hooks  sticking  into  it,  which  takes 
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having  such  lively  action  in  the  water,  there  is  no 
waiting,  the  angler  can  strike  at  once. 

"  Prices :  Trace  and  snap  tackle  combined.  Is. 
each;  snap  tackle  separate,  7d.  each.  Postage 
extra  for  one,  Id. ;  more  than  one,  post  free." 

[We  do  not  think  quite  so  highly  of  this  snap 
tackle  as  Mr.  Turner  does,  but  it  is  simple  and 
strong.  If  the  large  single  hook  was  always  in 
the  position  as  shown  on  the  bait  it  would  be 
curious,  seeing  that  the  bait  is  hooked  only 
through  the  lip. — Ed.] 


A  WAIL. 


Angling,  like  everything  else,  has  its  ups  and 
downs.  Of  late  the  "  downs  "  have  been  decidedly 
in  the  ascendency.  Failures  have  outnumbered 
successes  by  at  least  two  to  one,  and  the  outlook 
for  an  improvement  is  of  the  poorest  possible 
character.  At  all  times,  and  in  every  season, 
those  who  feel  proud  to  regard  themselves  as 
followers  of  Old  Izaak,  of  happy  memory,  meet 
with  many  losses  and  crosses  by  the  way.  Their 
paths  are  not  by  any  means  strewn  with  roses, 
and  although  at  intervals  more  or  less  frecjuent — 
generally  speaking  less — their  cup  of  enjoyment 
is  filled  to  overflowing,  thanks  to  fruitful  opera- 
tions by  the  waterside,  their  days  of  depression, 
by  reason  of  their  labour  being  unremunerative, 
are  far  too  many  to  be  pleasant.  Far  too 
numerous,  in  truth,  have  bad  times  obtained 
since  Jan.  1  ushered  in  a  new  year.  The  winter 
time  is  the  bottom  fisher's  harvest  time.  Homer, 
in  his  "Iliad,"  sings  of  the  winter  in  this 
strain : 

Ab  when  sharp  Boreas  blows  abroad  and  brings 
The  dreary  winter  on  his  frozen  wings. 
Beneath  the  low-hung  clouds  the  sheets  of  snow 
Descend  and  whiten  all  the  fields  below. 


These,  however,  are  not  the  sort  of  climatic 
conditions  to  create  enthusiasm  in  the  breast  of 
the  coarse  fisherman.  He  would  infinitely  rather 
be  without  the  biting  north  wind,  and  the  mere 
thought  of  snow  is  sufficient  almost  to  make  him 
burn  his  rods  and  tackle  and  renounce  the  craft 
for  ever.  Frost  he  does  not  much  mind,  as  he 
recognises  that  it  will  set  chub,  big  and  little,  a 
hungeiing  after  his  carefully  prepared  pith,  and 
perch,  he  estimates,  will  not  long  allow  the 
minnows  on  his  patenioster  to  remain  unmolested. 
He  is  aware,  too,  that  he  will  be  left  in  almost 
undisturbed  possession  of  the  rivers  and  streams 
as  far  as  boating  and  boating  parties  are  con- 
cerned, and  he  looks  forward  with  pleasurable 
anticipation  to  red-letter  days  amongst  the  mem 
bers  of  the  finny  tribe  which  he  particularly^ 
fancies.  Rarely  do  his  visions  of  big  bags  melt " 
absolutely  and  entirely  into  thin  air.  Sometimes^ 
however,  he  is  brought  up  with  a  round  turn. 
And  in  this  connection  I  opine  that  one  would 
have  to  go  back  for  some  years  to  find  a  more 
unproductive  winter  season,  generally  speaking, 
than  that  which  is  on  the  eve  of  closing,  and 
which  may,  indeed,  have  terminated  ere  these 
lines  appear.  Matters  were  bad  enough,  in  all 
conscience,  before  the  advent  of  Christmas. 
Streamless  rivers  in  need  of  a  thorough  flushing, 
and  bright,  low  waters,  were  against  anything 
like  encouraging  sport,  but  with  patience  tran- 
scending even  that  ascribed  to  the  oft-quoted 
Job,  the  angler  abandoned  not  one  whit  of  hope, 
but  still  looked  forward  complacently  to  amends 
being  made  for  weeks  of  weary  inactivity  before 
the  closure  was  applied  in  March. 

New  Tear's  Day  in  that  part  of  the  country 
where  I  was  for  the  moment  located,  fishing  bent, 
was  ushered  in  with  a  thick  fog  and  white  mist, 
rendering  everything  damp,  sticky,  and  un- 
pleasant to  handle.  The  enthusiast  would  not 
have  grumbled  at  this  if  the  fish  had  been  "  on," 
but  they  were  most  emphatically  "off."  Then 
supervened  heavy  rains,  and  one  thought  that  as 
all  accumulations  of  dead  leaves,  decaying  sedges, 
and  weeds  of  all  sorts  would  be  cleared  away  by 
the  push  of  water,  things  would  sparkle  a  bit. 
But  it  was  not  to  be.  Visits  to  the  water  side 
were  disappointing,  the  sport  obtained  being  only 
mediocre,  to  use  no  stronger  word. 

A  few  days  ere  January  was  scratched  off  the 
calendar  I  accepted  an  invitation  to  fish  a  pretty 
part  of  the  Wey.  Rising  two  hours  before  day- 
break, I  found  six  inches  of  snow  on  the  ground. 
I  went,  nevertheless.  I  saw,  but  I  did  not 
conquer ;  although  my  bag — I  may  add  in 
parenthesis — was  not  quite  empty  on  my  return 
from  a  most  unpleasant  expedition  from  a 
weather  standpoint.  My  journey  home  was  made 
in  half  a  blizzard  of  rain,  sleet,  and  snow  This 
last  state  of  affairs  was  but  the  prelude  to  what 
was  in  store,  for  the  snow,  which  more  than  any- 
thing else  is  cordially  hated  by  the  bottom  fisher- 
man, made  its  appeai-ance,  and  came  to  stay  for 
many  days.  Frost,  too,  seemed  to  be  the 
necessary  accompaniment  to  the  white  visitation. 
In  lieu  of  the  music  of  the  reel  one  had  to  listen 
to  the  ring  of  the  skate,  and  then,  to  crown  all, 
the  rapid  thaw  which  came  upon  us  later  on 
raised  a  flood  the  like  of  which  has  not  been 
known  for  many  years  past.  Rising  with  fearful 
rapidity  rivers  soon  got  without  their  ordinary 
bounds.  The  adjacent  meadows  were  covered 
with  water,  the  trees  were  growing  in  it;  the 
hedges  struggled  for  a  while  to  keep  their  heads 
above  it,  but  had  to  succumb  in  the  end  and  go 
under.  The  mass  of  rushing,  moaning,  gurgling 
water  invaded  the  haunts  and  habitations 
of  men,  broke  down  the  slender  barriers  dividing 
cottagers'  trim  gardens,  and  played  sad 
havoc  with  hen  coops  and  outhouses.  No  one 
unacquainted  with  the  lie  of  the  country  could 
have  told  which  was  dry  land  in  summer  and 
which  the  gentle  stream  which,  glittering  in  the 
sunshine  and  racing  over  tiny  boulders,  pursued 
its  sinuous  journey  to  the  great  deep.  And  yet  I 
ventured  forth  to  fish — not  in  the  Thames,  but 
on  the  grass  at  the  side  of  it.  I  hold  that  water 
can  hardly  be  too  thick  for  i-oach  fishing,  and 
either  red  worms,  paste,  or  crust  will  tempt  them 
if  one  is  only  fortunate  enough  to  discover  an  eddy 
or  lay-by  wherein  they  have  taken  refuge  from 
the  strength  of  a  current  running  at  a  pace  equal, 
if  not  superior,  to  the  speed  attained  by  some  of 
the  trains  on  the  much  maligned  South-Eastem 
Line  of  Railway.   I  am  bound  to  state,  however, 
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that  fishing  in  flood  water  is  exceedingly 
uncertain  work,  ;ind  does  not  always  turn  up 
trumps. 

Here,  again,  good  fortune  was  denied  me,  for 
hardly  had  I  commenced  proceedings  than  down 
came  a  deluge  of  rain,  the  appearance  of  the 
clouds  making  one  think  that  it  never  intended  to 
leave  ofE  until  March  li  had  long  passed  away. 
The  pitiless  rain  has  descended  with  more  or  less 
frequency  ever  since ;  rivers  have  had  no  time  to 
recede  or  fine  down,  and  disappointment  after 
disappointment  has  rewarded  the  angler  for  all 
his  waiting  days.  Poor  consolation  is  it  that 
there  will  be  more  fish  to  catch  next  season. 
This  is  a  philosophical  way  of  looking  at  the 
matter;  but  the  fisherman  wants  present  gain, 
future  prospects  not  affording  substantial  food 
for  him  to  feed  upon.  His  ardour  has  been 
damped  so  much  so  that  nothing  but  the  three 
months  elapsing  before  he  can  renew  his  attack 
upon  his  fishy  favourites  will  serve  to  blot  out 
and  make  him  forget  his  run  of  bad  luck  in  the 
old  coarse  season.  Let  us  hope  that  this  may  be 
so,  and  that  his  successes  in  1900-1901  will  more 
than  redress  the  heavy  debit  balance  carried 
forward  from  the  exceptionally  lean  and  wretched 
season  so  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close. 

The  Chiel. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  annnal  genpral  meeting  of  the  society,  held  at 
Ye  OHe  Eainbow  Tavern,  15,  Fleet-atreet,  E  C  ,  on 
Feb.  28,  at  r.30  p.m.,  C.  0.  Minohin,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  the 
report  of  the  committer  and  the  statement  of  accounts  for 
the  past  year  were  submitted,  discussed,  and  unanimously 
adonted.  The  officers  and  aud^^ora  were  unanimously  re- 
elected for  the  ensu'ns  year.  Upon  a  ballot  the  following 
gentlemen  were  elec'ed  momberaof  the  general  committee  : 
Messrs.  T.  B  Bates.  G  Read  Clarke.  H.  Edwards,  R.  C. 
Preston-Gar Jner,  W.  T.  Green,  Croft  Handley,  John 
Handley.  J.  X.  Heam,  H.  W.  Lane,  A.  E.  Litch- 
field. Edward  McFee,  E.  M.  Mallett,  C.  0. 
Minchin,  F.  W.  Norman.  A.  W.  Parker.  Dis- 
cussion ensued  upon  the  subject  of  the  rehabilitation 
of  the  Buckland  Museum,  at  South  Kensington,  the 
members  present  expressing  their  cordial  approval  of  Mia 
steps  taken  by  the  committee,  resulting  in  the  society 
being  represented  by  their  hon.  sec.  at  the  influential 
deputation  to  the  presidents  of  the  Privy  Council  and  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  on  Feb.  5  last.  The  suggestion  that 
the  society  should  officially  reward  any  coast  dweller 
giving  information  leading  to  the  conviction  of  any  person 
trawling  illegally  within  the  three  miles  limit  was 
diacnsse'l  and  favourably  received.  Cordial  votes  of 
thanks  were  pissed  to  the  retiring  committee  and  the 
ofBcers,  hon.  sec.  (who  received  musical  honours),  and 
audifors  for  the  very  vigorous  eeryice  they  had  rendered 
to  the  society  during  the  past  year,  resulting  in  a 
large  increase  in  its  membership  and  a  very  satisfactory 
financial  position,  there  having  been  an  increase  in  the 
receipts,  payments,  and  assets  of  the  society.  A  hearty 
vote  _  of  thanks  to  the  chair  brought  a  very  successful 
meeting  to  a  conclusion. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


RIVER  DEE,  CORWEN. 

T)iE  River  Dee  Association,  Corwen,  have  held  their 
annnal  meeting,  the  Hon.  C.  H.  Wynn  in  the  chair.  The 
secretary  (Mr.  Stansfield)  produced  his  balance-sheet, 
which  showed  that  .the  association  is  agiin  in  a  very 
prosperous  condition,  having  a  substantial  balance  in 
hand.  A  sub-committee' was  appointed  to  visit  the  trout 
hatchery  of  the  late  Mr.  I.  Shaw,  Tymawr  Bonwm,  with  a 
view  of  pnrchasing  the  same  for  the  association.  A  visit 
has  already  been  made,  and  their  report  will  be  submitted 
shortly  to  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  association. 

The  trout  fishing  opened  on  the  14th  ult.,  but  as  the 
river  has  been  very  much  flooded  owing  to  the  sudden  thaw, 
and  the  snow  on  the  mountains  dissolving  rapidly,  only  a 
few  anglers  have,  as  yet,  tried  their  luok,  with  the  result 
that  but  a  limited  number  of  trout  have  been  taken. 

The  snow  water  is  now  rapidly  clearing  away,  and  in  a 
few  days  the  river  will  be  in' splendid  condition' for  angling. 
The  best  time  of  the  year  to  fish  this  river  is  from  now  to 
the  end  of  May.  .7,  Roberts. 


DEATH    OF  A    CELEBRATED  COQUET 
ANGLER. 

With  great  regret  we  record  the  death  of  Mr.  Walter 
Mavin,  an  old  Rothbury  worthy,  and  the  last  connecting 
link  betwpen  the  old  and  the  young  generations  of  Roth- 
bury. For  some  months  past,  owing  to  old  age  and 
infirmities,  deceased  had  been  gradually  failing  in  strength, 
and  on  Monday  evening,  Feb.  V.),  he  died  at  the  home  of 
his  son-ic-liw,  hiving  reached  the  patriarchal  age  of  four 
score  years  and  five.  lie  was  tended  in  his  last  moments 
by  his  last  surviving  daughter,  Mrs.  G.  P.  Tumbull. 
"Old  Walter"  wai  of  a  genial  disposition,  a  delightful 
companion,  and  a  universal  favourite  not  only  amongst  the 
residents,  but  with  the  many  visitors  annually  resorting  to 
Rothbury  during  the  summer  months  who  were  in  the 
habit  , of  pnrchasing  fishing  tackle  and  asking  piscatorial 
advice  from  the  old  man,  whose  ability  as  an  angler  was 
well  known  throughout  the  North  of  England.    In  years 


gone  by  he  acted  as  "  Guide,  Philospher,  and  I'riend,"  in 
the  gentle  art  of  angling  to  Lord  Armstrong,  and  to 
many  Tyneside  gentlemen  now  numbered  with  the  past 
generation — The  Pollards,  the  Crawhalls,  the  Hawthorns, 
the  Crawshays,  the  Milburns,  and  others  \those 
descendants  will  be  sorry  wheh  they  learn  of  his  death, 
Francis,  in  hii  '  By  River  and  Lake,"  thus  speaks  of 
Walter:  "The  next  day,  with  Mr.  Mavin  to  '  cicisber  ' 
me,  I  went  down  the  water  about  three  miles.  We  got 
away  too  late,  however,  and,  although  I  began  well,  the 
fish  soon  went  off.  I  thought  myself  a  pretty  good  per- 
former for  trout  with  the  single-handed  rod,  but  I  soon 
found  that  my  attendant  was  a  better  one.  He  wai 
picking  up  fish  after  they  had  done  rising  at  me,  and  on 
looking  at  his  flies  for  the  cause,  I  found  he  was  fishing 
with  fine  single  hair  and  with  a  light,  long,  double-handed 
rod,  which  he  worked  to  perfection."  Walter  was  full  of 
old  village  lore,  and,  without  any  disrespect  to  his  memory, 
which  is  very  dear  to  the  writer,  we  may  add  that  he  was 
quite  a  village  character.  In  his  early  days,  like  other 
youths,  he  was  fond  of  a  cock-fight,  a  little  'bit  of  salmon 
poaching,  and  other  recreations  of  country  life.  He  was 
a  genial  neighbour  and  a  most  useful  villager,  ready  to 
help  in  any  case  where  help  was  needed.  The  Mavins  are 
one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Coquetdale,  the  name  being 
found  in  records  relating  to  the  parish  as  far  back  as  1538. 
—Newcastle  Daily  Journal, 


OUR  SALMON  FISHERIES. 
Proposed  Royal  Commission. 
The  prime  warden  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  Mr. 
R.  Biddulph  Martin,  M.P.,  presided  at  a  meeting  held  on 
Wednesday  forenoon  at  Fishmongers'  Hall  of  the  chair- 
men of  English  and  Welsh  fishery  boards.  The  object  cf 
the  meeting  wag  to  consider  what  action  should  be  taken 
in  order  to  press  on  the  Government  the  decline  that  is 
taking  place  in  the  salmon  fisheries  of  England  and  Wales, 
and  the  necessity  which  exists  of  prompt  action  being  taken 
to  prevent  matters  going  from  bad  to  worse.  The 
attendance  included  the  foUowiog  gentlemen :  Mr. 
Molnnes  (Eden).  Mr.  J.  Fell  (Kent),  Mr.  H.  Bonfall 
(Dovey),  Capt.  Hotohkiss  (Wye),  Mr.  J.  W.  WUlis  Bund 
(Severn),  Mr.  E  J.  Stanley,  M  P.  (Avon,  Bure,  and 
Parret),  Mr.  J.  Venning  (Camel),  Mr.  F.  G.  Cornish 
Bonder  (Avon  and  Erme).  Mr.  R  Dawson  (Dart),  Mr. 
T.  C.  Daniel  (Exe),  H(  n  B.  Portman  (Avon  and  Stour), 
Capt.  Prettyman,  M.P.  (Suffolk  and  Essex),  Col.  Strong 
(Welland),  Hon.  C.  Duncombe  (Yorkshire),  Col.  McKenzie 
(Wear),  Mr.  T.  Sayle  (Tyne),  and  Sir  Henry  B.  Robert- 
son (Dee). 

In  opening  the  proceedings  the  prime  warden  remarked 
that  the  Fishnjongers'  Company  were  very  pleased  to 
place  their  hall  at  the  disposal  of  the  chairmen  of  the 
English  and  Welsh  fishery  boards  for  the  purposes  of  that 
meeting.  The  company,  he  was  anxious  to  add,  were  glad 
to  be  brought  into  touch  with  the  various  representative 
associations,  so  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  assist  in  the 
important  labours  in  which  they  were  engaged.  He 
thought  it  was  perfectly  clear  from  all  tbe  accounts  which 
came  in  from  different  parts  of  the  country  that  the  yield 
of  salmon  was  gradually  diminishing.  It  was  considered 
that  the  falling  oft'  was  due  to  two  great  causes.  One  was 
the  over-fishing  of  the  rivers,  and  the  other  the  taking 
away  of  water  from  the  fish.  There  was  also  a  third 
reason  which  he  might  mention,  and  that  was  the  want  of 
sufficient  means  of  producing  fish  artificially.  That 
meeting  had  been  called,  he  thought  very  wisely,  to  con- 
sider whether  any  practical  means  could  be  adopted  to 
improve  the  present  state  of  things.  For  his  own  part  he 
did  not  speak  as  an  expert,  but  he  trusted  the  deliberations 
of  the  experietcsd  gentlemen  he  saw  befora  him  would  in 
time  bear  fruit. 

The  first  resolution  was  moved  by  Capt.  Hotchkiss. 
They  were,  he  had  no  doubt,  all  agreed  that  there  bad 
been  a  great  falling  off  in  regard  to  the  take  of  salmon, 
and  perhaps  he  might  go  further  and  Eay  the  breeding  of 
fish  in  the  English  and  'Welsh  rivers.  In  the  Wye  district 
they  attributed  it  to  more  than  one  cause.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  iiueation  of  drainage  had  a  great  deal  to 
do  with  the  increased  destruction  of  fish.  He  was  glad  to 
say  they  were  free  from  pollution  in  the  Wye  tor  the 
whole  course  of  the  river._  His  board  were  strongly  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  wisest  to  ask  the  Government  to 
appointa  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  question  in 
preference  to  a  Select  Committee  of  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  was  absolutely  essential,  in  the  interest  of  the 
fisheries,  that  practical  men  should  be  appointed  to  the  com- 
mission, and  he  was  quite  sure  that  unless  prompt  measures 
were  adopted  to  check  the  causes  which  led  to  the  gradual 
diminution  of  fish  the  fisheries  would  eventually  disappear. 
On  the  Wye  they  were  most  seriously  situated  in  regard  to 
the  proposed  abstraction  of  water.  Birmingham  had  got 
its  Act  and  was  proceeding  to  take  a  large  amount  of 
water,  which  would  have  the  effect  of  destroying  a  large 

Eortion  of  their  best  breeding  ground,  and  in  addition  they 
ad  to  face  the  possibility  of  London  coming  down  upon 
them  and  abstracting  an  even  greater  volume  of  water.  It 
was  his  opinion,  after  carefully  considering  the  whole  of 
the  circumstances,  that  unless  they  could  adopt  some 
practical  means  of  artificial  hatching  to  take  the  place  of 
the  spawning  grounds  they  were  losing  the  days  of  the 
Wye  as  a  salmon  river  were  numbered.  He  concluded  by 
moving  the  following  resolution  : 

"  That  the  present  state  of  the  salmon  fisheries  in 
England  and  Wales  calls  for  a  searching  inquiry  by 
some  competent  body  to  ascertain  the  measure  necessary 
to  be  taken  to  arrest  the  further  decline  of  the  fisheries." 

The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Fell,  who  stated 
that  he  had  been  in  communication  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  Sir  Conitenay  Boyle  on  the  subject  of  the 
decline  of  the  fisheries  and  the  necessity  for  a  searching 


inquiry  as  to  its  causes  and  the  best  means  to  be  adopted 
to  arrest  it,  and  he  might  add  that  Sir  Courteniy  Boyle 
entertained  the  opinion,  like  most  present,  that  an  inquiry 
prosecuted  by  a  Koyal  CommisBi'jn  rather  than  a  Select 
Committee  would  probably  be  the  most  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Willis  Bund,  speaking  to  the  resolution,  said  that 
they  had  now  had  ten  years  of  the  Liverpool  water  scheme 
on  the  Severn,  and  during  that  period  the  fisheries  trad 
gone  down  every  year.  The  effect  of  the  abstraction  had 
been  to  increase  the  catching  powers  of  the  nets.  The 
important  duty  of  a  Royal  Commission  would  be  to  bring 
out  these  facts,  and  to  show  that  the  present  fishing 
seasons  require  shortening.  Many  spawning  tish  were  taken 
ia  August,  and  so  strongly  did  this  b  ard  feel  this  that 
they  passed  a  resolution  that  the  annual  close  time  should 
commence  on  the  18ch  of  that  month,  but  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  not  confirmed  it.  He  held  strongly  that  unless 
the  proposed  inquiry  was  conducted  by  fully  representa- 
tive and  practical  men  it  would  probably  result  in  more 
harm  than  good  being  done. 

The  Hon.  C.  Duncombe,  Mr.  Mclnnes,  Mr.  Daniel,  and 
Mr.  Sayle  supported  the  resolution,  Mr.  IDaniel  suggesting 
that  any  inquiry  that  might  be  ordered  should  include  the 
question  of  weirs  and  river  passes  within  its  scope.  Mr. 
fcjayle  expressed  himself  as  being  in  agreement  with  those 
speakers  who  had  advocated  the  lengthening  of  the  annual 
close  time.    The  resolution  was  carried  unaaimously. 

On  the  formal  proposition  of  Mr.  Sayle,  seconded  by  the 
Hon.  C.  Duncombe,  the  following  resolution  was  also 
carried : 

"  That  a  deputation  of  chairmen  of  the  different  fishery 
boards  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
request  that  he  will  at  once  take  steps  to  have  such  inquiry 
made." 

The  prime  warden  agreed  to  place  himself  in  communi- 
cation with  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
with  regard  to  making  an  appointment  to  receive  the 
deputatirn. 

Subsequently  a  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company  for  granting  the  use  of  their  hall  for 
the  meeting,  and  a  similar  compliment  was  paid  to  the 
prime  warden  for  presidiag.  Previously  to  rising  those 
present  thanked  Mr.  Willis  Bund  for  acting  as  convener 
of  the  meeting. — Field. 


A  YEAR'S  FISHING  IN  THE  RIBBLE. 
THE  FISHERY  BOARD  REPORT. 

A  MEETING  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Ribble 
Fishery  District  was  held  at  the  Court  House,  Clitheroe, 
on  Wednesday,  when  the  clerk,  Mr.  H.  Backhouse,  of 
Blackburn,  presented  his  annnal  report,  which  is  as 
follows  : — At  the  close  of  the  season  of  1898  I  considered 
that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  for  the  next  season  for 
Ealmon  to  be  worse,  but  the  season  of  1899  was  the  worst 
that  has  been  known,  and  this  appears  to  have  been  the 
same  in  every  district  save  the  Bik.  Salmon  were  very 
scarce  in  the  estuary  in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  and 
although  there  were  fresh  run  salmon  seen  at  Walton 
Deeps  during  Whit  week,  the  first  fresh  run  salmon  above 
the  tidal  waters  was  reported  (by  the  bailiffs)  as  seen  at 
Hodder  Foot  on  June  22.  It  is  impossible  to  report  the 
number  of  fish  taken  by  netting  in  the  estuary,  but  from  all 
available  sources  I  am  informed  that  few  fish  were  taken. 
Only  sixteen  salmon  were  taken  with  the  rod,  and  the 
heaviest  of  tlum  weighed  14^lb.,  caught  in  the  Hodder, 
although  Mr.  Latham,  of  Blackburn,  hooked  and  played  a 
fish  of  over  201b  ,  but  was  broken  in  bringing  his  fish  to  the 
gaff.  A  fair  number  of  salmon  have  been  seen  on  the 
spawning  beds.  The  first  pair  was  observed  by  the 
bailiffs  on  Oct.  30  at  Sivanside  Brook  Foot  and  the  next 
on  Nov.  7.  The  river  was  then  in  flood  until  Nov.  15,  and 
on  that  (Jay  there  were  sixty-three  pairs  of  fish  between 
Sawley  and  HeUifield,  but  taken  as  a  whole  the  spawning 
season  has  not  been  a  good  one — to  use  the  head  bailiff's 
expression,  there  has  only  been  "  light  of  salmon."  Sea 
trout  have  again  been  plentiful  and  are  certainly 
increasing,  and  if  the  weather  had  not  been  so 
dry  heavy  baskets  would  have  been  obtained:  The 
heaviest  fish  was  taken  at  Frothpot  by  a  gentleman 
staying  at  Whitewell  Hotel,  and  weighed  4|lb.  The 
river  and  its  tributaries  are  well  stocked  with  brown 
trout,  and  upon  the  few  occasions  on  which  the  water 
was  in  condition  and  in  the  late  evenings  in  the  dry 
weather  good  baskets  were  made.  At  Whitsuntide  at 
Whitewell  three  anglers  fishing  Saturday  evening,  Monday 
and  Tuesday  morning,  had  eighty-four  trout.  When 
it  is  remembered  that  there  are  three  hatcheries  _  all 
turning  in  fry  or  yearlings  the  trout  fishing  in  the  river 
should  surely  improve.  The  heaviest  trout  weighed  2jlb., 
and  was  caught  at  Sawley.  Trout  were  about  fourteen  days 
later  in  spawning  this  season.  The  board  obtained 
60,000  eyed  ova  (brown  trout)  in  January  of  1899,  30,000 
from  the  Howietoun  Fishery  Company,  Stirling,  and 
30,000  from  the  Manor  Fishery  (Mr.  Thomas  Ford)  at 
Caistor,  Lincolnshire.  The  ova  hatched  well  and  did 
well  in  the  tanks  until  the  very  dry  weather  in  the 
summer.  In  June  we  found  we  were  losing  a  considerable 
number  despite  the  fact  that  we  had  shaded  the  tanks 
as  much  as  possible  and  need  every  method  to  prevent 
the  loss.  The  fisheries  at  Howietoun  and  Lincolnshire 
were  written  to  with  minute  details  of  the  tanks  and 
the  method  of  rearing  the  fish  adopted,  and  in  each  of 
the  replies  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  depth  of  the  tanks 
was  hardly  sufficient  and  that  the  volume  of  water 
flowing  into  the  tanks  was  too  small.  As  the  service 
pipes  had  hitherto  been  large  enough  to  admit  a  sufficient 
supply,  and  being  iron  pipes,  the  chairman  of  the_  board 
was  consulted,  and  a  request  made  to  him  to  authorise  the 
cleaning  of  the  pipes.  1  am  glad  to  report  that  after  this 
was  done  the  loss  of  fish  entirely  ceased,  and  there  are 
now  in  the  tanks  about  26,000  yearling  fish  as  good  in 


148 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[March  3,  1900 


calonr,  life,  and  size  as  any  yearlings  need  be,  and  though 
both  Scct3h  and  Lincolnshire  fish  have  done  well,  the 
Scotch  fish  are  really  excellent.  60,000  ova  have  again 
been  purchased,  and  are  in  the  boxes  at  the  hatchery. 
Grayling  are  slightly  increasing,  principally  in  Ribble, 
at  Hellifield,  Bolton-by-Bowland,  Sawley,  and  down 
to  Clitheroe.  I  regret  that  the  Calder  again  poisoned  a 
considerable  number  of  salmon  and  sea  trout,  though 
taking  the  Ribble  throughout  the  year  the  river  is  better 
and  more  free  from  pollution  than  formsrly,  and  may 
be  said  to  be  improving.  There  has  been  an  increase 
in  brook  pollution,  and  each  instance  reported  has  been 
in  turn  reported  to  the  Bibble  Joint  Board  or  Yorkshire 
Rivers  Board,  as  the  case  might  be.  Barrow  Brook  was 
the  subject  of  a  special  report,  and  samples  were  taken 
and  forwarded  by  the  chairman  to  Mr.  Nay  lor,  the 
Inspector  for  the  Ribble  Joint  Board  of  the  County 
Council  of  Lancashire.  The  increase  of  otters  on  Ribble 
and  Hodder  has  become  serious.  A  number  of  fish  have 
been  found  killed  by  otters,  and  something  should 
assuredly  be  done  to  considerably  decrease  the  number. 
The  number  of  dead  fish  found  by  the  bailifi  is  nineteen, 
the  greater  portion  having  been  worried  by  otters.  Xo 
salmon  disease  has  been  noticed.  A  scheme  has  been 
proposed  by  the  Corporation  of  Bolton  for  obtaining 
water  from  the  river  Hodder  at  the  foot  of  Lamb  Hill, 
and  from  the  Croasdale  and  Bam  Ghyll  becks  for  the 
supply  of  water  to  the  town  of  Bolton.  Should  the 
scheme  be  proceeded  with,  and  powers  be  obtained,  the 
fishing  in  the  Hodder  will  be  practicilly  destroyed,  and 
a  considerable  length  of  the  best  spawning  ground  in 
the  river  lost,  particularly  the  ground  where  the  sea  trout 
and  brown  trout  spawn.  The  effect  on  the  river  below 
will  be  disistrous,  considering  the  want  of  water  to  bring 
up  the  fish,  the  want  of  floods  to  clean  out  the  river,  the 
drying  up  of  spawning  beds,  curtailing  of  spawning 
ground,  and  the  want  of  water  to  bring  fish  over  the  small 
falls  and  obstrnctions.  I  do  not,  however,  propose  to  deal 
further  with  this  subject  in  this  report,  as  the  board  has 
still  the  matter  under  its  cirefal  consideration,  beyond 
stating  that  the  chairman,  members  of  the  board,  and 
their  clerk  have  inspected  the  district,  and  have  decided 
that  it  is  essential  that  the  board  should  oppose  the  scheme 
if  Parliamentary  powers  are  sought.  A  conference  of  the 
six  north-western  salmon  fishery  boards  was  held  at 
Preston  on  July  19,  and  was  attended  by  Mr.  Aspinall 
(chairman),  Mr.  T.  G.  S.  Garnett,  Mr.  W.  S.  Peel,  and 
your  clerk.  A  report  of  the  proceedings  has  already  been 
made  to  the  board. 


REPORTS  FROM  JIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Time  of  Kigh.  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

(30  vain,  for  Chelsea.  f  55  mln.  for  Kew. 

AjjJ40  „     ,,   Putney.  iaajT^   ,i     »  Bichmond. 

"'"'")45   ,,    „  Hammersmith,  '^'^''iso  „     „  Twickenham. 

(50   „     ,,   Barnes.  (,85    „     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B  — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiMK  OF  High  Wateb  at  London  BaiDSE. 

Morning.  ISvenlng. 

Saturday,   March  n                         2.59    3.21 

Sunday,          „  4                            3.43    4.  3 

Monday,         ,,  5                            4.25    4.4C 

Tuesday,         „  fi                            .-).  6    5.27 

Wednesday,    ,,  7                          .").4.s    fi  11 

Thursday,      .,  8                          «.34    7.  1 

Friday,         „  D                         7.-il    8.  6 

High  Watee  at  Ambbklbt  and  PuLBOBOuaH. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,   March    :i    3.39    4  .1 

Sunday,  „        i    4.23    4.43 

Monday,         ,,        ■'>    5.  5    5  26 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Eton).— The  river  is  still  in  flood,  and  the 
prospects  for  anglers  during  the  next  week  at  least  are  far 
from  favourable. — Cei  ii,  Howlett. 

  (Henley),— Feb.  28.— Owing  to  the  continued 

heavy  rain  the  river  is  still  in  flood,  but  not  so  high  as  it 
was  a  week  ago.  If  the  rain  would  only  keep  off  for  a  few 
days  it  would  soon  be  within  bounds.  The  water  is  a  very 
good  colour  for  reaching,  and  the  bank  is  clear  in  places. 
VVffltie's  eddy  and  the  bank  by  Culham  Court  can  be 
fished,  and  one  or  two  pkces  in  the  Henley  reach,  only 
the  bankers  must  come  in  their  top  boots  or  waders  or 
they  will  get  wet  in  reaching  their  pitch.  Several  small 
jack  hive  been  taken,  and  some  fair  bags  of  roach  and 
perch  have  been  mide  by  local  anglefs  ledi{ering  with  lob 
worms. —  Sr'A.NT.KY  Mkad. 

  (KinK'son). — River  is  agaiu  rising,  but  fish 

ar»  feeding.  Roach,  dace,  and  bream  are  being  taken  in 
fair  numbHrg.  Mr.  C.  Lowe  had  a  fine  pike  on  Fob.  2(j, 
weighing  lllb.  7J  ■/.,  It  was  taken  in  the  Waterwo'-ks 
Rt-ach,  and  wasa  well-Khaped  fish. — John  R  Ric  riARnsoN. 

— —  (Richmond). — The  river  is  still  in  flood,  and  the 
glass  standing  at  rain,  but  it  has  been  all  right  for  the 
bank  anxlerg  in  the  eddiea.  Tne  largest  bream  tikon  from 
the  blink  was  2Jlb.  Ono  angler  secured  a  nice  pnrch, 
beiidpi  some  bream.  The  only  report  from  the  punts  is 
that  Job  lirann,  sen., has  been  doing  very  woU  with  several 
patrons. — Gay.vcjk  a.mi  8".\h. 

Anoholme  Diatriot.— All  tlie  rivera  in  this  part  of 
the  country  have  been  in  a  state  of  flood  for  some  time 


past,  and  angling  has  been  at  a  standstill.  The  trout 
fishing  season  commeoces  nominally  to-morrow,  and  the 
licences  are  now  in  the  hands  of  accredited  agents.  The 
price  is  23.  6d.  per  rod,  but  hardly  anyone  will  fish  yet, 
though  I  have  seen  some  trout  rising  at  the  fly,  probibly 
February  Reds  and  Needle  Browns.  Stocking  is  going  on 
still  in  local  waters.  Sir  F.  Astley-Oorbett,  Bart., 
introduces  500  fine  yearling  rainbows  to  the  lake  at 
Elsham  this  week,  and  the  Market  Rasen  Club  adds  6000 
mixed  fry  to  the  ponds  at  Willingham. — Thomas  Ford 
(Caistor). 

Arnn  (Pulborough).— Although  the  land  is  still 
flooded  for  miles,  the  water  is  to-day,  Wednesday 
(Feb.  28),  sinking,  and,  given  tine  weather  the  remainder 
of  the  week,  bank  fishing  will  be  possible  in  a  few  places 
on  March  4  — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Bnre  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  Bistriot).— Last  week 
all  rivers  were  in  flood  and  exceedingly  dirty,  owing  to  the 
heavy  rains  and  melting  snow.  The  Tare  and  Wensum 
especiilly  were  troubled  in  this  respect,  and  the  marshland 
of  the  former  river  was  at  times  like  one  vast  lake.  The 
Bure,  however,  though  still  high,  has  cleared  considerably, 
and  with  exceedingly  mild  springlike  weather  sinca  the 
22nd  ult.,  conditions  are  much  more  favourable  for  roaching 
in  this  neighbourhood,  and  to-day  (25th)  they  fed  well, 
although  rather  small.  To-night  it  looks  very  much  like 
more  heavy  weather  brewing,  as  it  has  come  up  very 
murky  from  the  _N.W.,  and  is  quite  close.  Pike  fii'hing 
will  soon  be  drawing  to  a  close,  and  everyone  I  meet  tells 
me  that  it  has  been  the  worse  season  they  have  ever  had. 
We  shall  before  very  long  be  thinking  of  trout  fishing  in 
such  waters  where  it  is  obtainable ;  but  there  are  not  many 
trout  waters  in  Norfolk  even  fit  for  fishing  before  April  1, 
and  May,  Jane,  and  early  July  are,  in  my  opinion,  ciuoh 
more  worth  the  angler's  attention  for  trout  here  than  the 
early  spring  months,  when  trout  are  dour  to  rise,  and  in 
very  poor  condition. — C.  H  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).- It  does  not  apppear 
that  much  damage  has  been  done  to  the  weirs  or  passes  as 
a  result  of  the  recent  disastrous  floods.  The  season 
commercss  to-morrow  (Thursday) ;  but  although  the  river 
has  decreased  considerably  in  volume,  there  is  little  chance 
of  any  sport  for  some  days  to  come.  The  Board  of  Trade 
has  sanctioned  the  ipcrease  in  the  price  of  day  licences, 
doubling  the  previous  charges,  and  making  43.  for  a  one 
day  salmon  licence,  and  23.  for  trout,  this  being  thought 
by  many  to  be  excessive.  A  number  of  fish  having  been 
killed  in  the  Blackabrook  from  gas-water  pollution  from 
the  prison,  the  authorities  are  endeavouring  to  prevent  a 
recurrence.  Some  of  the  upper  Dart  tributaries  might 
with  advantage  be  re-stqpked  ;  but  as  regards  the  associa- 
tion (lower)  waters,  it  is  urged  that  there  is  no  necessity 
to  re-stock  this  year. — Devonian. 

Berwent  (Malton,  Yorks.).— Feb.  28.— Flood  water 
down  _  to-day,  from  12ft.  to  13ft.  above  normal  level, 
the  highest,  1  am  told,  since  187S,  and  much  land  ucder 
water,  due  to  rapid  thaw  of  snow  on  moorlands, 
followed  by  rain.  No  chance  of  fishing,  I  should  say,  for 
a  week  or  more. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams.— No  doubt  the  floods  will  do 
considerable  good  to  some  of  the  rivers  by  giving  them  a 
thorough  clearing,  and  when  the  water  has  fined  down  we 
hope  for  a  good  commencement  of  the  season.  Whether 
the  terrific  rush  of  water  has  damaged  the  salmon  prospects 
cannot  yet  be  known.  Among  the  curiosities  of  the  flood 
have  been  the  finding  of  fish  some  way  inland  when  the 
overflow  had  reced-d.  Greit  disappciatment  has  been 
caused  to  anglers  in_  the  vicinity  of  the  Otter  by  the 
knowledge  that  the  river  is  practically  closed  for  fishing, 
except  to  a  few  who  happen  to  be  able  to  obtain  permics 
from  the  riparian  owners.  Several  miles  of  water  is  to 
be  strictly  preserved  from  the  public,  changes  of  owner- 
ship bting  chiefly  responsible  for  the  alterations.  Prospects 
on  the  Upper  Tfiga  are  favourable,  although  the  river  is 
not  to  be  re-stocked  this  season.  The  Fishing  Association 
has  a  balance  in  hand  of  £64,  and  will  co-operate  with 
the  Lower  Teiga  Association  to  prevent  pollution. — 
Devonian. 

Fen  District  (South  Linos,  and  Cambs.).— 

For  all  practical  purposes  anglers  are  flooded  out  in  the 
Fen  district.  ;  Water  now  covers  many  an  acre  which  in 
the  summer  time  is  green  with  vegetation.  About 
Cowbit  there  is  an  immense  sea,  on  which  boat  races  and 
sailing  regattas  are  being  held.  Many  miles  on  the 
western  side  of  the  Forty-foot  are  covered. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— There  is  really 
nothing  to  report  this  week  in  the  angling  line  from  the 
Idle  or  its  tributaries.  Some  little  sport  might  be  possible 
on  the  canals  it  is  said,  but  nobody  seems  to  bs  inclined  to 
take  it  on.  The  floods  on  the  Trent  are  particularly  he  ivy, 
and  nothing  in  the  way  of  sport  has  been  possible.  Roach 
fishing  may  be  possible  of  resumption  by  the  end  of  the 
week,  that  ia  supposing  the  waters  have  run  down,  which 
seems  scarcely  likely. — L. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  Lea  during  the  past 
week  has  been  viticed  by  numerous  anglers,  and,  while 
sport  has  been  far  from  general,  some  good  baskets  have 
here  and  there  been  obtained.  Early  in  the  week  pretty 
shows  of  roach  wore  secured  at  St.  Margaret's,  nearly  all 
the  (ish  hailing  from  the  Broad  water.  It  is  no  exaggeration 
to  say  that  pounders  were  numerous.  Roach  up  to 
lib.  4oz.  were  also  crteled  bBlow  the  look.  Jack  up  to 
41b.,  a  2Jlb.  bream,  and  a  14jz.  perch  were  among  further 
ciptures  made  in  the  Broadwater.  At  Enfield  Look  some 
jack  are  reported,  and  in  the  Hoddusdon  district  some 
mach  were  secured.  Portions  of  the  Stort  have  also 
fifhed  well,  especially  in  the  Burnt  Mill  waters.  Hnre 
takes  from  Hilb,  to  lolb.  of  roach  were  made  on  tie  25th 
ult.,  the  best  day  of  the  season  there  among  the  roach. 
At  Tcdnambury  jick  of  01b,,  5Jlb,,  and  31b.  have  been 
taken.  Both  rivers  were  thick  again  on  Wednesday,  but 
yoBtorday  were  fining  down.  Favourable  weather  pro- 
vailing,  they  should  be  in  splendid  trim  by  about  Tuesday 
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next.  The  Lea,  it  must  be  remembered,  b  one  of  those 
rivers  quickly  fining  down.  Roach  can  be  caught  to 
March  31.— Izaak  Walton. 

Xtjxgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  very  high  and  muddy,  and  out  of 
order  for  fishing.  At  the  end  of  last  week  they  wero 
going  down  and  clearing,  and  the  prospects  were 
encouraging,  but  heavy  rain  commenced  to  fall  and  the' 
rivers  rose  again,  and  trout  fishers  will  have  to  wait  a^ 
little  longer  before  they  can  use  the  fly.  If  the  weathw 
will  take  up,  worm  should  account  for  some  fish  next? 
week.   The  Pinslsy  is  coloured  and  out  of  order.— J 

GWYNNE. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Flnsley  (Eingfsland).— Bivet| 

in  flood  ;  no  fishing  for  a  week. — Williams. 

DKole. — The  river  has  gone  down  considerably,  but  the 
rain  will  probably  cause  it  to  rise  again.  The  water  is 
very  thick,  and  is  running  at  a  rare  pace.  Mr.  Bennett's 
water,  Cobham  Court,  has  been  rented  by  the  Kingston 
Piscatorials. 

Nene  (FeterborouiTh).- Although  we  have  had  rain 
every  day  since  last  week,  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
water  is  carried  away  when  it  reaches  Peterborough  has 
produced  a  decided  fall,  the"river  having  sank  about  2ft. 
in  the  course  of  a  week,  the  height  of  water  to-day 
(Wednesday),  as  shown  on  gauge  at  Peterborough  Bridge, 
being  14ft,  as  compared  with  16fc.  last  week. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndle  gh  Salterton).— The  river  is  to-day  ^ 
(Feb.  28)  subsiding,  though  still  very  full.    Fishing  will-J 
commence  from  to-morrow  (March  1)  in  most  of  the  best ^ 
portions  of  the  stream,  and  if  no  more  rain  falls  higher  up 
the  river  will  be  ciuite  fit  for  the  fly.   Little  has  been  done 
with  the  rod,  so  tar,  on  the  public  water,  but  the  few  fish 
which  have  been  taken  have  been  in  good  c  audition  for  the 
time  of  year.    Yesterday,  from  2.30  p.m.  to  3  80  p.m., 
there  was  a  small  rise  of  fly  (Blue  Dans),  but  the  water 
was  too  discoloured  for  eport. — Heron. 
_  Onss  (St.  Ives,  Hunts.). — River  banks  once  more 
visible,  although  the  continuous  rains  threaten  to  flood  us 
once  again.    Pike  fishing,  as  far  as  our  society  is  con- 
cerned, is  practically  over,  as  we  do  not  recognise  any 
pike  taken  after  Feb.  28,  and  I  do  not  think,  according  to 
the  state  of  water  and  weather,  that  there  will  be  any 
chance  of  any  being  taken  up  to  the  clo?e  time.  Soma 
roach  and  bream  were  taken  to-day  (Feb.  27),  at  Henaing- 
ford,   by  a  lady    and  gentleman  from  London.  —  E, 

COLLINSON. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech). — The  frosts  and  snows  of  the  last  few  weeks  have 
given  way  to  much  milder  weather  for  some  days  past,  but 
the  very  li^avy  rain  which  fell  on  Mondav  last  and  part  of 
the  day  following  has  had  its  usuil  effect  on  all  these 
rivers,  which  during  the  early  part  of  this  week  were  much 
flooded,  the  Tanat  being  much  higher  than  for  some  time 
past,  and  has  still  some  snow  water  in  it.  Owing  to  the 
mild  weather  at  present  prevailing  the  snow  is  rapidly 
disappearing  from  the  Welsh  mountains,  and  now  finds  its 
way  into  all  these  rivers  ;  but  should  the  present  weather 
continue,  in  a  very  short  time  not  only  will  the  snow  water 
entirely  run  off,  but  the  rivers  will  again  be  in  fair  condi- 
tion for  angling,  and  it  is  seldom  that  each  and  everyone 
of  these  streams  has  been  unfitted  for  angling  for  such 
a  length  of  time  as  of  late.  For  some  reason  or  other  not 
a  single  salmon  has  been  observed  in  this  neighbourhood 
since  the  commencement  cf  the  season.  By  some  experts 
this  is  attributable  to  the  presence  of  snow  water  in  the 
streams  for  such  a  length  of  time,  bat  the  usual  excusa 
made  for  their  scarcity  m  these  rivers  (not  eufiicient  water 
to  enable  them  to  travel  up  here),  cannot  at  present  be 
offered  — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  river  is  now  rapidly 
recovering  from  the  heavy  floods  of  the  past  week  or  two, 
and  is  now  again  a  splendid  stream  and  colour  for  bottom 
angling.  A  few  anglers  were  out  on  Feb.  26,  and  most  of 
them  had  fish,  the  best  bag  being  161b,  of  fish,  including  ^ 
bream  of  31b.  207..  A  tench  of  ijlb.  was  also  taken  in  thfl 
Rookery  swim  by  a  London  angler.  The  weather  this 
morning  (Thursday)  seems  more  settled,  and  the  river, 
without  any  great  disturbance  occurs,  will  be  in  good  trim 
for  the  close  of  the  season.— W.  T.  Bainhridge. 

Sussex  Biivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The  frost 
seems  to  have  departed,  and  the  weather  during  the  week 
has  been  mild  and  the  showers  few.  Early  in  the  week 
the  Ouse  was  running  thick  and  bank  high,  but  a  few 
perch  of  lib.  were  secured,  and  Mr.  Durrant  captured 
roach  up  to  lib.  5oz.  with  worm.  During  the  flood  & 
member  of  the  Brighton  Anglers'  Association  took  a  roach 
while  fishing  off  the  railway  siding,  a  distance  of  80yds. 
from  the  river,  at  Baroombe  Mills  station.  The  Adur  and 
Cuckmere  have  b3en  well  nigh  deserted.  The  floods  have 
been  beneficial  to  rivers;  rushes,  branches  of  trees,  and 
general  deliris  are  to  be  seen  some  yards  from  the  river. 
By  the  time  our  readers  peruse  this  there  is  every  prospect 
of  sport  among  roach,  but  water  will  be  too  clouded  for 
pike.  On  Sir  William  Grantham's  estate  a  trout  of  81b. 
was  picked  up,  left  by  the  flood.  The  canal  at  Chichester 
is  bank  high,  but  in  good  colour.  Severdl  pike  of  about 
41b.  have  been  taken  with  live  gorge,  and  perch  uptolUb. 
with  worm.  A  heavy  fish  broke  away  in  the  Donnington 
reach  with  a  gorge  bait,  and  will  doubtless  succumb  to  its 
inju  i;s.  I  understand  that  a  few  smelt  have  been  seen  in 
the  harbour.  There  are  many  visitors  who  o^me  miles  to 
capture  tliese  toothsome  delicacies. — Gkorok  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon). — Owing  to  the  very  high  floods 
and  snow-broth  in  the  many  brooks  anglers  have  not  had 
much  chance  of  sncoess,  although  I  heard  of  one  catch 
in  the  early  Bray  rf  two  dozen,  but  the  average  takes  have 
been  three  brace,  just  ander  the  banks  of  the  rapid  river, 
with  the  tinsel  flies.  The  board  of  conservators  have 
reduced  the  netsmen's  licence  to  £4  and  raised  the  rod  to 
£14^.,  and  I  (certainly  say  that  five  rods  killed  only  two 
salmon  each  last  season,  and  it  is  certain  to  reduce 
the  number  of  rod  licences,  as  the  rivers  until  October  are  ■ 


Maecii  3,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


149 


not  fonnd  to  contain  any  fish,  and  then  it  ia  after  the  nets- 
men  have  finished. — Kusty  Game. 

Tem«  (I»tidiow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  at  the  end  of 
last  week  was  going  down  nicely,  and  getting  in  order,  but 
heavy  rain  has  been  had  again  this  week,  and  has  stopped 
all  prospects  of  fishing,  and  the  river  began  to  rise  again, 
and  is  now  bank  fall  and  very  muddy,  and  no  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  there  is  little  prospect  of  any  being  done  as 
the  weather  keeps  at  present.  Trout  fishirg  comes  in  on 
the  2ad,  and  feveral  anglers  were  looking  forward  to  a 
day's  sport,  but  they  will  have  to  wait  until  the  weather 
takes  np,  and  the  water  clears.  One  thing  the  rain  has 
done  is  to  wash  the  enow  water  out,  and  fish  will  no  doubt 
be  on  thefeedat  the  worm  next  week  if  we  get  no  more  rain. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clim,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  high  and 
muddy,  and  bank  full,  and  fishing  in  them  is  out  of  the 
^aestion  for  some  days. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  weather  in  this  part  has 
been  very  bad  during  this  week.  Heavy  rain  has  been 
bad  nearly  every  night  and  during  the  day,  and  the  water, 
which  waa  getting  into  fairly  good  order,  has  now  rose 
and  turned  muddy  and  bank  full,  and  it  will  be  some  days 
before  there  is  the  least  prospect  of  fishing.  The  trout 
seascn  begins  on  Friday,  but  no  rods  will  be  out,  and  when 
they  do  the  best  bait  will  be  worm  for  a  time.  The  Rea 
and  Ledwyche  are  high  and  muddy. — Worcester, 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— Trout  fishing  has  commenced 
here.  The  river  has  been  in  flood,  and  now  is  lank  high. 
On  Saturday  last,  Mr.  Bichard  Dnndon  had  a  fine  large 
basket  of  trout.  I  had  a  few,  including  one  of  2ilb. 
weight.  It  was  in  fairly  good  conditon  for  the  time  of 
year. — Ernle  J.  Delafield. 

Wey. — The  river  is  in  high  flood,  great  damage  being 
done.  A  bridge  has  succumbed  at  Guildford.  There  is  a 
proverb  at  Guildford  that  nobody  can  catch  the  Wey  roach 
during  the  winter  season.  The  Guildford  Angling  Society 
has  twelve  and  a  half  miles  of  excellent  angling  water. 

Witluun,  fto.  (BXid-Llnoolnihire).  — It  is  only 
rarely  we  have  such  experiences  as  we  have  now  on  the 
river  in  the  shape  of  floods.  Tha  more  water  is  got  rid 
of  the  more  comes  to  take  its  place.  In  ths  Dogdyke 
district  there  were  fears  of  a  breskige  of  the  bank,  and 
people  were  watching  during  the  night  for  any  emergency 
that  might  arise.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Sleaford  Canal 
there  is  so  much  water  that  fences  are  invisible  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  reach,  Fi.-hing  is  altogether  out  of  the 
question,  but  a  few  days  of  fine  weather  may  make  a  great 
difference.  Perhara  the  best  and  earliest  opportunity  will 
be  offered  between  Coningeby  and  Horncaatle. — Loci. 

Tore,  Swale.  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Dezwent,  On>e, 
fcc.  (Yorkshire). — Travellers  passing  through  the  lower 
district  throusth  which  any  of  these  rivers  run,  and  see  the 
big  pitches  of  snow  which  lie  to  a  considerable  depth  in 
the  hollowB  of  the  fields  and  behind  the  hedges,  know 
nothing  as  to  the  immense  quantity  on  the  hills  and  huge 
drifts  that  fill  the  ravines  of  moorlands  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  river  heads.  The  inhabitants  of  the  dales  are 
indeed  thankful  that  although  the  rainfall  has  been  heavy, 
and  that  February  has  more  than  kept  up  its  character  of 
"  fill-dyke,"  the  thaw  has  been  a  gradual  one,  and  that 
they  hive  escaped  sudden  and  disastrous  floods.  Eesidents 
lower  down  have,  however,  a  different  story  to  tell,  bad 
enough,  but  nothing  to  what  it  would  have  been  bad 
the  wind  been  in  the  west  or  south-west  instead  of  in 
the  opposite  direction,  and  the  immense  quantities  of 
snow  which  is  still  gradually  melting,  had,  under  the 
inflnonce  of  a  sudden  thaw,  run  into  the  rivers  at  one  fell 
swoop,  for  up  to  yesterday  evening  rain  fell  heavily  and 
incessantly  for  over  thirty  hours  in  Wenslejdale  and 
Swdledale.  When  I  awoke  at  daybreak  it  was  patter- 
ing at  tke  wicdow-panes,  ard  could  see  the  Yore 
was  quite  full  np_  to  the  brim,  and  during  the 
day  it  has  been  inclined  to  rise  and  overflow  its 
banks,  and  rain  has  fallen  again  more  or  less  the 
whole  of  the  day.  After  a  subsidence  of  several  days  the 
greater  part  of  the  low-lying  land  in  north-east 
Yorkshire  is  again  flooded,  and  in  the  Vale  of  Pickering 
and  in  the  Derwent  Valley  the  disaster  is  widespread. 
The  CcBta  and  the  Eye  are  both  in  rebellious  flood,  and 
the  high  road  from  Malton  to  Pickering  is  mora  than 
horse-belly  deep,  and,  of  course,  quite  impassable.  The 
Old  Derwent  is  a  roaring  cataract,  and  at  Howe  Bridge 
where  all  three  empty  themselves  into  the  Derwent,  four 
mil! 8  above  Malton,  the  whole  country  is  laid  waste 
with  water.  From  Malton  Bridge  the  railway  lights 
shine  across  weary  acres  after  acres,  and  the  scene  only 
requires  tall  spars  to  complete  the  view  perfect  of  a 
seaside  port.  The  Derwent  at  Malton  at  8  o'clock 
last  night  was  lift,  "in.,  and  still  rising.  The  Nidd  is 
alio  running  fierce  and  fast,  and  as  the  Ouse  receives  all 
the  rivers  I  have  named,  the  state  of  that  river  need  not 
be  mentioned.  The  beauties  of  Ingleton  with  its 
ionnmerable  natural  attractions  of  scars,  caves,  and 
water  fills,  aie  a  source  of  pleasure  to  numbers  of 
tonrista,  and  the  Doe,  Greta,  and  numerous  ti-ibutary 
streams  make  the  neighbourhood  a  paradise  for  anglers,  I 
am  therefore  glad  to  see  from  the  report  read  at  the 
aniiual  meeting  of  the  Ingleton  Angling  Association 
that  the  society,  in  spite  of  additional  expenditure, 
is  in  a  flourishing  conditicn.  It  was  resolved  to 
snend  £l'>  in  the  purchase  of  yearling  trout. 
Tre  Rev.  J.  Turner  was  re-elected  presidenf,  Mr.  8. 
Wor  hington  hon.  sec. — and,  judging  by  the  increased  sale 
of  day  tickets,  be  ia  evidently  the  right  man  in  ti  e  right 
place  ;  and  the  trout  introduced  last  spring  have  done 
to  well  under  the  cjre  of  Mr.  Paget  that  he  was  a  k>d  to 
look  aiter  the  yrarlings  to  b  3  purchased  this  season  ;  he 
was  again  elected  as  vice-president,  along  with  Mr.  G.  8. 
Tatham  ;  the  folljwing  were  re-elected  on  the  committee  : 
Ueteri  J.  Slinger,  K.  Cragg,  W.  Tomlinaon,  G.  David- 
son, W.  Parker,  and  T.  Richardson.  A  vote  of  thanks 
waa  heartily  accorded  to  Messrs.  Mitchell  and  Wilcock  for 
generously  allowing  the  members  of  the  association  to  fish 


in  Sandymire  free  of  cost.  Messrs.  J.  Thompson  and  J. 
Berry  were  re-elected  watchers.  The  North  Leoda 
Temperance  Angling  Club  held  their  second  annual  tea 
and  Bocial  on  Tuesday  in  the  St.  Mary's  Hall,  Qaarry 
Hill,  Leeds,  and  on  the  same  evening  the  vice-president 
of  the  Leeds  Anglers,  Mr.  .1.  Foxcroft,  gave  a  smoking 
concert  at  the  headquarters,  the  Robin  Hood  Inn  ;  both 
were  well  pitrcuised  by  the  local  talent. — J.  K.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds, 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Iiiddle.  —  The  recent  thaw  haa 
caused  both  these  rivers  to  rise  considerably.  Few  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  consequently  nothing  has  been  done 
worth  recording.  Bait  fishing  has  not  yet  commenced. 
Spring  salmon  are  up  to  the  present  exceedingly  scarce. 
The  spawning  season  has  been  very  poor,  a  fact  which  is 
evidenced  by  the  meagre  number  of  kel's  returned  to  the 
salt  water.  During  the  last  fortnight  snow,  sleet,  and  rain 
havo  fallen  alternately,  and  there  is  little  promise  of  spirt 
in  the  rivers  or  their  tributaries  before  an  improvement  in 
the  weather  takes  place.  Although  the  frost  was  keen 
during  the  latter  part  of  last  week,  it  is  not  likely  the 
waters  will  be  unfishable  again  this  season.  Weither 
milder  at  time  of  writing. — Gilnockie. 

Oeveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  continues  in  high 
flood,  due  to  the  thaw  on  the  hills  and  the  late  rainfall. 
Anglers  will  have  poor  sport  until  the  stream  settles  down, 
which  will  take  some  time,  as  the  bills  are  as  yet  thickly 
coated  with  snow.  The  recent  spate  has  almost  cleared 
the  river  of  ice,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  week  the  net 
fishermen  worked  the  nets  more  freely,  and  met  with 
better  success.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  a  few  salmon 
of  an  average  of  "lb.  were  got  daily,  and  now  that  the 
severe  frost  has  given  way  it  is  anticipated  that  thefiahiag 
will  improve.  On  the  coast  the  nets  at  the  several  stations 
have  been  all  replaced,  the  ones  aet  at  the  opening  of  the 
fishing  having  been  cut  up  by  the  storm  of  the  15th  ult. 
Up  to  Saturday  last  only  three  small  boxes  were  consigned 
to  the  market  from  the  Deveron  fishings.  On  Monday  of 
this  week  another  small  box  left,  and  on  Tuesday  two 
boxes  of  about  Irwt.  each.  The  yield  of  fish  at  corres- 
ponding date  last  season  \^a3  not  much  better,  there  being 
a  Ecaicity  of  fish.  At  the  end  of  last  week  one  box  of 
about  2cwt.  was  sent  from  the  coast  fishings  at  Gardene- 
town.— H.W. 

Iiochleven  (Kiuzoss). — The  loch  has  now  had  an  ice 

covering  for  about  a  month,  and  there  was  a  considerable 
stretch  of  lice  on  Monday  last,  tut  the  open  weather  is 
causing  it  to  rapidly  dieappsar.  Should  the  generally 
accepted  idea  hold  ti  ne  that  a  good  fishing  season  here 
almost  invariably  follows  a  severe  winter,  there  should 
again  be  capital  sport  this  season.  The  loch  is  very  high 
at  present,  and  it  will  take  a  month  before  it  can  ba  in 
anything  like  condition  for  fishin?.  It  is  expected  that 
more  club  competitions  will  be  held  than  on  any  previous 
year.— li.  B,  Laing. 

Lyon  (Poitingall).— Mr.  Ford,  ( n  Feb.  27,  landea  a 
beautiful  ealmon,  weight  201b.  ;  Mr.  Dawar,  one  of  131b. 
On  the  27th,  Mr.  Ford,  one  of  161b.  River  in  ply.  Fish- 
ing from  the  hotel,  Capt.  MacPhail  landed  a  beautiful 
salmon,  weight  181b.,  on  the  28th. — Pai  l  B.  MacPhail. 

North-Bast  of  Scotland.— Although  the  rivers  are 
still  in  semi-fl:od,  yet  they  are  clear  of  ice,  full  of  fish,  and 
the  prospects  brightening  more  and  more  every  day.  On 
the  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Ballogie  section,  Mr.  King  and 
Mr.  Hare  creeled  four  fish  on  Friday  and  Saturday  last  of 
71b  ,  8Jlb.,  lOJlb.,  and  16lb.  On  Desa  water,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Deverell  had  four  on  Monday,  scaling  8lb..  91b,,  101b.,  and 
161b.  On  Carlogie  water,  Rev.  C.  W.  Nash,  M.A.,  had 
one  of  71b. ,  and  Mr.  Duncan  Davidson  two  on  Sluie  of 
71b.  and  81b.  On  Woodend  water,  John  Mortimer  creeled 
two  of  71b,  and  7Jb. ,  and  Sandy  Ross  one  of  81b.  on  Upper 
Ballogie.  Sir  John  Gladstone  has  thia  section,  but 
is  not  to  fish  it  this  season.  On  the  Aboyne  waters,  Mr. 
Sandison'a  guests  had  three  of  average  weights,  and 
Mr.  Russell,  on  the  Glentana,  several,  details  of  which  are 
not  yet  to  hind.  On  the  Banchory  reaches  and  lower 
down  some  very  bright  sport  was  got  before  the  ice  broke 
up,  in  the  teeth  of  the  most  adverse  angling  conditions. 
On  the  Park  section,  Mr,  George  Davidaon  and  Captain 
McLean  have  between  them  landed  twenty  fish,  soaling 
from  Gib,  to  161b. ,  while  a  few  others  were  lost  through 
angling  off  the  ice.  On  the  Kingussie  seotion,  Mr. 
Fortescue  creeled  three  on  Friday  evening,  after  5  p.m. ; 
and  the  keeper  had  several  others  on  other  days  out.  On 
the  Durris  water.  Sheriff  Robertson  had  three  ;  and  Mr. 
Chalmers,  ten,  on  the  Culter  water.  On  the  Cairnton, 
Capt.  (^uintin  Dick  creeled  ten  fish  since  the  opening  up 
to  Saturday  last,  and  several  since,  all  varying  from  61b.  to 
121b.  On  the  small  water  on  Knappooh,  Capt.  E.  V.  Brooke 
has  had  very  rare  sport  indeed..  On  Tuesday  he  creeled 
one,  lost  two  ;  on  Wednesday,  landed  four,  all  fine  fresh 
up  fish  ;  and  on  Thursday,  five  beauties  within  an  hour 
and  a  quarter — all  to  the  fly,  and  after  the  "  grue  "  had 
gone  off.  Oa  the  Inchmarlo  section,  Capt.  (iaskell  and 
Mr.  D.  Davidson  landed  nine  clean  fish  last  week,  and  had 
to  do  with  twenty-two  kelts.  The  Ythan  and  Ugie 
opf-ned  on  Monday.  The  water  was  somewhat  big  for  fly, 
but  good  baskets  of  finnock  were  made  with  other  baita. 
On  the  Ugie,  Mr.  W.  Mackity  had  a  basket  of  t*enty-two 
fine  finnock,  miinly  to  the  wotm.  Angling  on  the  Ythan 
ia  now  iu  full  swing,  and  the  tidal  waters  are  said  to  be 
teeming  with  fieh.— G.  M. 

bonth  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  cf  the 
Solway  opened  their  angling  season  on  Monday  under 
most  unfavourable  auspices.  The  beivy  rains  of  the 
early  morning  and  the  melting  of  the  snow  on  the  higher 
hills  placed  the  rivers  in  flood.  W  ith  the  water  in  high 
colour  there  was  no  chance  of  a  fish  rising,  though  a  few 
enthuEiiastio  rodfmen  ventured  out  for  their  first  throw 
with  minnow.  Nothing,  however,  waa  done  on  any  of  the 
waters.   The  conditions  were  6v(n  worse  on  Tuesday, 


when  the  watera  were  of  the  pea  aoup  order.  < )a  Wednes- 
day afternoon  the  floods  were  clearing  off.  -Mr.  J.  C, 
Thexton,  of  Holmcliff,  fished  the  Lower  Annan,  and 
hooked  a  salmon,  which  immediately  got  off.  Only  an  odd 
fish  or  two  have  been  seen  rising  in  the  favourite  poola  It 
is  anticipated  that  nothing  will  be  done  until  the  snow 
disapppars  off  the  hilh  and  more  genia,l  weather  prevails. 
The  hills  of  Upper  Annandile  are  still  overed  with  deeo 
snow,  and  a  bitterly  cold  wind  ia  blowi- g  from  the  north 
to-day.  Col,  Alexis  fished  the  Galloway  Urr  on  the  opening 
day  (Monday),  but  had  no  apurt,  Ttio  oarlielu  tjjtn,  as  also 
the  Cockeimiuth  Derwent,  have  been  out  of  order  this 
week.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  waters  are  getting  into 
ply  for  fly,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a  fish  or  two  will  ba 
killed  on  the  Armathwaite  water.  The  netting  on  the 
Scotch  side  of  the  Solway  opened  on  Monday,  and  a  nuinber 
of  drift-net  boats  were  o\it,  with  poor  success.  On  Friday 
one  of  the  Scotch  boats  balonging  to  Annan  killed  three 
beautiful  spring  salmon  on  the  English  side  of  the 
Channel. — H  !•:  a  t  1 1  eb  i ;  e  r,  i, . 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  (co.  Cork). — River  is  now  getting  into  good 
order,  and  sport  should  be  generally  good  from  this  out. 
Trout  fishing  in  the  tidal  watera  has  been  good.  Mr.  W. 
Seymour  on  the  23rd  ult.  had  twenty-five  trout,  weig'oiog 
from  Jib.  to  Ijlb.— William  HAYNEfi  and  Sox. 

Belfast. — The  seaaon  has  opened  on  the  Clady  and 
Six-mile-water,  but  as  tbi  ^are  both  heavy  in  flood  there 
will  be  no  fly  fishing  for  a  few  days.  The  Lagan  is  high. 
Some  trout  were  killed  on  the  Dromore  reaches,  but  they 
were  in  poor  condition — all  head  and  no  colour.  The 
Water  Commissioners'  dams  opened  on  the  1st  inst.  They 
are  high,  and  aa  the  weather  is  still  cold  they  will  not  be 
much  patronised  for  another  fortnight.  The  liowi-9  to 
fish  them  is  lOs.  per  annum.  Mr.  Victor  H.  Coatej  had 
some  success  salmon  fishing  on  the  Bush. — .1.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (oo.  Cork). — Fishing  has  improved  since 
last  report.  On  Careysville,  Kilbarry,  Mocallop,  and 
Ballyduff  waters  some  good  salmon  have  been  landed. — 
William  Havnes  and  Son. 

Bnndxowes  (co.  Donegal).— Although  the  weather 
has  been  very  cold  and  unfavourable  for  angling  during 
the  past  week,  still  some  sport  was  had.  A  nice  brace  of 
fresh  run  salmon  was  landed,  one  weighing  lOJlb.,  by  Mr, 
T.  Feely,  on  Feb.  23  ;  and  another  weighing  101b.,  by  Mr. 
A.  Stnbbs,  on  Feb.  2(>.  The  latter  gentleman  hooked 
another  fish,  but  only  held  on  for  a  short  time.  The  river 
is  now  in  good  fishing  order. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Kerr.v  Bdvers. — Generally  speaking  sport  his  been 
backward  on  all  the  Kerry  rivers  open  for  angling  on  which 
anglers  have  been  out  last  week.  At  time  of  writing, 
however,  the  outlook  all  round  is  improved  in  consequence 
of  more  favourable  climatic  conditions. — T  J.  D. 

Eillarney.  —  Though  the  weather  his  been  un- 
favourable, fair  sport  has  been  had  at  salmon,  and  the 
prospects  are  improving  at  time  of  writing.  Tronting 
should  give  good  sport  shortly.  Weather  now  seasonable, 
but  still  rather  wild  at  times. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (CO.  Cork). — River  in  splendid  order,  and  sport 
with  salmon  excellent  for  the  past  week.  One  of  the 
largest  runs  of  spring  fish  which  occurred  for  many  years 
took  place  on  Sunday,  Feb.  25  ;  hundreds  of  magnificent 
fish  passed  over  the  weirs.  The  following  fish  have  been 
landed  :  On  Mashocaglass,  Mr.  F.  Barry,  S^lb.,  9ilb.,  101b., 
14Jlb. ;  on  Nettleville,  Col.  Broderick,  9lb  ,  9ib.,  111b.; 
H.  W.  Thornton,  131b.,  151b. ;  on  Carhue,  George  levers, 
7i\h.,  141b.;  on  Oak  Grove,  M.  F.  Leader,  10:b. ;  on 
Claaheneur,  A.  Allen.  lOib.,  101b.,  lljlb  ,  12!b. ;  Mr. 
Healy,  91b.,  7ib. ;  on  Farran,  Samuel  Haynes,  101b.  121o. ; 
cn  Fargua,  Major  Adamson,  8ib.  ;  on  Cronody,  E.  Pike, 
9ib  ,  lllb. ;  at  Castle  Lynch,  J.  P.  Hawkes,  81b.,  8 Jib., 
101b.,  101b.  ;  J.  O'Brien,  lOlb.,  101b.,  91b.,  lllb. ;  J.  Sulli- 
van, 71b,,  8ilb.  ;  at  Inniscarra,  Master  Gribbla,  81b.  ; 
E.  Murphy,  7ib.,  81b.,  9ib.,  91b  ,  lOJlb. ;  F.  H.  Bass,  91b., 
9Hb.,  lllb.;  at  Carrigrohane,  J.  McAuliff,  91b.;  M. 
Murphy,  Sib. — William  Haynes  and  Sons. 

Longh  Cnrrane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry),— 
The  weather  continues  unfavourable  and  the  water  is  once 
more  rising.  Sport  has  been  poor  in  conscqaenca.  Only 
five  salmon  have  been  had  since  last  report  appea'ed  in 
Fislihig  Gazette  a  fortnight  ago.  The  prospects  are  better 
at  time  of  writing,  and  it  is  expected  that  at  least  fair  or 
average  sport  will  be  had  in  March. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  niask  and  Corrib.— Owing  to  exceptionally 
rough  weather,  accompanied  with  lightning  and  thunder, 
the  above  lakes  were  unfishable  since  last  report  till 
yesterday,  27th  ult.,  when  a  mild  change  set  in.  The 
canal  which  runs  from  Lough  Maek  into  Corrib  is  three 
miles  long,  there  is  excellent  brown  trout  fishing  on  fly 
and  worm  from  the  bank,  and  good  baskets  are  nude 
daily  by  local  anglers,  some  running  up  to  31b.  weight. — 
T.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melviu. — In  the  coming  week,  should  the 
weather  permit,  angling  will  have  begun  on  thia  lake, 
when  no  doubt  some  good  sport  will  be  had,  aa  owing  to 
the  continuous  floods  in  the  Bundrowea  river  since  the 
beginning  of  January  last  salmon  have  ascended  into  the 
lake  and  on  to  the  principal  fishing  waters  at  the  Garrison 
end  of  the  lake  in  goodly  numbers. — M.  Kogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Meagh. — The  pollen  fisheries  con  me  steady, 
and  the  demand  from  London,  Maucbeater,  Liverpool, 
&c.,  ia  so  good  that  practically  none  of  the  fish  hud  their 
way  to  the  local  markets,  as  exportaticn  piys  the  fisher- 
men better,  whilst  it  gives  batter  facilities  for  poached 
salmon  and  trout  traffic.  Trout  netting  opened  legally  on 
Feb.  1,  and  rod  fishing  on  the  rivers  that  flow  into  and  out 
of  the  loagh.  These  are  all  high,  and  not  in  form  for  fly 
fishing,  though  bait  fishers  are  certain  of  sport  for  the  next 
few  days.  It  ia  a  great  pity  that  the  Lough  Neagh  trout 
are  so  sulky,  for  they  run  to  an  enormous  size,  np  to  20.b. 
and  even  301b.  In  certain  weather  they  rise  freely  on  the 
flats  or  sand  banks  out  in  the  lough. — J,  A.  B, 


150 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[March  3,  1900 


Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— Nor'- 
westerly  winds  with  showers,  water  in  fair  order,  and  a 
very  gord  rnn  of  spring  fish  on  the  river,  getting  daily  a 
RO'd  rua  of  spring  fish  in  the  weir,  averaging  from  141b.  to 
20lb.  There  is  very  nice  trout  fishing  got  on  the  lower 
'pa^-he'  daily,  making  baskets  from  one  dozen  to  two. — 
John  Devebs. 

Moy,  lK>nirhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
HL&yo). — Weacher  changeable  ;  river  out  of  order  f'>r  the 
most  part  of  week.  Mr.  E.  Philipson  Stow  (14th  King's 
Hussars'),  on  24th  ult.,  hooked  a  good  fith,  but  lost  it  after 
short  play;  and  on  the  25th,  hooked  another,  and  lost  it 
also.  Xot  for  many  years  have  I  seen  more  spring  fish  in 
the  river.  If  the  weather  would  only  improve  good  sport 
could  be  expected,  A  few  j  ick  wei  e  got  on  the  lough, 
largest  101b.  Tiout  anglers  on  the  lower  part  of  river  are 
getting  good  takes. — Pat  Hearnes. 

North  of  Ireland. — Quite  a  large  hatch  of  rivers 
opened  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  March  1.  Amongst 
these  are  the  Erne,  Bann,  Moyola,  Upper  Bann,  Crana, 
Culdaff,  and  all  the  rivers  flowing  into  the  Channel 
between  the  Fane  and  Donaghadee.  Owing  to  the  recent 
heavy  rain  most  of  these  are  bankfnl — too  high  for  fly 
fishing. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Although  the  weather 
is  chilly,  with  occasional  showers  of  rain,  still  it  is  very  fair 
for  this  season  of  the  jeir.  On  Hermitage  the  fishermen 
killed  one  salmon,  lOib.,  on  23rd  ult.  On  the  Worldsend, 
Mr.  L.  C.  Vansittart,  killed  one  salmcn,  271b.,  on  24th. 
On  the  Birdhill  waters,  Mr.  E.  Twiss  killed  one  salmon, 
12 ib.,  on  20th — J.  Enright  and  Son. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Ballinderry  and  Blackwater 
are  high  and  discoloured,  and  until  Monday  or  Tuesday 
neither  ■will  be  in  form  for  fly  fishing.  The  weather  is 
cold,  and  as  a  rule  there  is  not  much  sport  on  these  rivers 
till  after  St.  Patrick's  Day,  March  17.  The  Mourne  is 
heavily  flooded,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  spent  fish  have 
gone  seawards.  It  has  been  remarked  that  in  recent  years 
the  Mourne  salmon  show  a  tendency  to  running  up  earlier 
(o  the  tideway  of  the  Foyle. — J.  A.  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Dingle.— On  favourable  dajs  good  sport  has  been  had 
at  pollack,  ling,  and  cod  in  this  neighbourhood.  Spring 
mackerel  are  already  aronnd,  but  have  not  been  angled  for. 

Glenlongh  (Sneem). — Hand-liners  are  still  getting 
good  sport  at  pollack,  but  other  fish  usually  taken  at  this 
time  have  not  afforded  much  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Pl^month. — The  Ist  of  March,  which  is  so  eagerly 
looked  forward  to  by  trout  fishermen  in  the  west,  sees  the 
opening  of  all  the  rivers.  One  cannot  complain  of  a  dry 
winter  season,  therefore  the  rivers  and  springs  are  full  up. 
We  have  in  this  district  several  riveiB_  under  difPeieot 
boards  of  conservators,  but  the  group  of  rivers  that  get  the 
most  patronage  and  afi  )rd  the  best  sport  embrace  the  Tavy, 
with  its  tributaries.the  Walkham,  the  Meavy,  and  the  Cad. 
The  charge  for  a  licauee  to  fish  the  whole  of  these  rivers  is 
£1  for  the  season,  which  includes  the  licence  for  salmon. 
Trout  day  tickets  are  Is.  The  Tavy  can  be  reached  from 
Horrabridge,  Tavistock,  or  Mary  Tavy,  on  the  (i.W.R.,  or 
from  Bere  Alston  and  Tavistock  (S.W.R.),  and  both  lines 
issue  tickets  at  reduced  fares  to  fishermen  who  show 
their  licence.  The  best  station  for  the  Walkham  is 
Horrabridge  (G.W.R  ),  from  thence  it  can  be  fiehed  either 
up  or  down  ;  the  first  mile  or  so  above  the  village  is  very 
woody.  The  Meavy  can  be  reached  either  from  Yelyerton 
or  Bickleigh  (G  W  R  ).  It'  from  the  latter  place,  a  walk 
of  two  miles  will  put  you  on  the  river.  Yelverton, 
however,  is  only  five  minutes  from  the  river,  where 
it  cin  be  fished  up  to  the  Burrator  Dam.  If  the 
higher  waters  are  to  be  fished,  Dousland  station,  on 
the  Princetown  line,  is  the  best  place  to  get  at  it.  Walk 
up  over  the  hill,  and  the  first  turning  to  the  right  will 
take  you  across  the  railway  and  down  to  Lowry  Farm, 
which  is  on  the  borders  of  the  reservoir.  Fishing  can  be 
commenced  below  Norsworthy  Bridge.  The  pad  is  rather 
more  difficult  to  get  at.  You  can  train  to  Bickleigh,  and 
walk  to  Cadover  Bridge  (about  four  miles).  There  the 
fishing  is  open  right  up  on  the  moor.  The  best  part  of 
this  river,  however,  is  from  Ditsworthy  Warren  to  Plym 
Steps.  To  reach  this  Dousland  village  station  is  the  best. 
You  walk  to  Sheeps  Tor,  and  strike  up  over  the  Gutter 
Tor.  This  brings  you  close  to  Ditsworthy.  It  has  the 
double  advantage  of  plenty  of  trout  and  few  rods,  on 
account  of  its  distance  from  the  town. — WiIjLIAM 
Hkarder  (Agent  B  8.A.S  ). 

Pottma  g  ■  e. — Cod  and  ling  are  giving  good  sport  on 
mott  days  at  and  around  this  station.  Weather  now  finer, 
with  occasional  heavy  rain. — T.  J.  D. 

B>amsgate  (West  Pier). — Plenty  of  small  bass  are 
being  taken  fiebiiig  from  the  landing  stages  and  pollack 
from  the  end  of  the  pier.  Mr.  Birket  generally  gets  about 
11  EC'jr*'  of  the  latter  fish  each  tide. — W.  K.  Laker. 

Valentia. — Very  little  has  been  done  at  sea  angling 
around  here  since  last  report.  The  weather  is  now  better, 
and  sport  should  be  had  henceforward  at  various  fish 
whenever  anglers  turn  out. — T.  J.  D. 


NEW  ZEALAND  TROUT. 
An  exceptionally  good  take  of  trout  was  made  on 
Cbri8tn)a<)  Day  in  the  iUkaia,  near  the  mouth,  when  nine 
rods  caught  forty-two  line  fish.  The  fieh  varied  from  the 
lieaviest,  caught  by  0.  .1.  Denby,  171b.,  and  R.  P.  Hill, 
I  lib.,  t/j  an  average  of 'lib.  Tlie  following  are  the  actua 
takes:  C.  J.  Denby,  twelve  fish,  the  heaviest  weighing 
{"Jib.,  lUb.,  101b.,  H-ilb.,  71b.  rpspectively,  and  remainder 
averaging  01b.  each — total  weight  of  catch,  'J2lb. ;  (J.  B. 
Ititchie,  five  fish,  heaviest,  lO^lb. ;  C.  R.  Clarke,  five  fish, 
an  average  of  01b.  each ;  P.  Hunt  and  J.  Lawrence,  five 
lish  each  ;  Monk,  four  fish  ;  McKellar,  three  fish  ; 
I'oultan,  two  fish;  K.  P.  Hill,  one  fieh,  I  lib.— C'/u/sN 
rhnrrh  Prext,  New  Z'»land,  Dec.  28, 1899. 


Singling  '^xxixxxe^. 

March  4. 

Amicable  Waltonians  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Battersea  Friendly :  Match. 
Battersca  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Richmond. 
Bermondsey  Brothers :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Blackfriars  :  Match  at  Ditchet. 
Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Prize  outing. 
Brompton ;  Match  at  Pargbourne. 
Burlington  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 
Cambridge  Friendly  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Canning  Town  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
Clapham  Junction  :  Consolation  match. 
Cobden  :  Match  at  Henley. 
Dalston  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Dibdin :  Outing. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Taplow. 
Golden  Barbel ;  Match  at  Cookham. 
Good  Intent :  Match  at  Pangbourne. 
Original  Alexandra :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
Royal  George  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Spread  Eagle  :  Match  at  Sunbury. 
Stratford  :  Match  at  Walton. 
Stepney :  Roving  match. 
Sundial :  Roving  match. 

Twickenham  Piscatorials  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Walham  Green  ;  Roving  match. 
Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Broxbourne. 
Wellington  :  Match  at  Datchet. 
March  5. 

Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting  and  reading  by 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen. 

Original  Clerkenwell :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Piscatorial  Society  :  Paper  by  Mr.  C.  Wheeley. 
March  6. 

Golden  Barbel :  Visit, 
March  7. 

Flyfishers  :  Annual  dinner  at  Hotel  Cecil. 
March  8. 

Liverpool  Central  Association  :  Cup  competition. 
Oglander :  Concert  and  lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade. 


March  11. — Allason  United  :  Match. 

,,  11. — Cambridge  Friendly  :  Match  at  Henley. 

,,  11. — Clapham  Junction  :  Consolation  match. 

,,  11. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Henley. 

,,  11. — Elgin  :  Outing  to  Langley. 

,,  11.— Greenwich  :  Outing  to  Reading. 

,,  11. — Islington  Brothers :  Match  on  the  Lea. 

,,  11. — Phoenix:  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,  11. — South  Bermondsey  :  Punt  outing. 

„  11.— Stookwell :  Match. 

,,  11. — Stratford  :  Match  at  Broxbourne. 

11. — West   Ham  Brothers:    Match  at  Hatfield 
Peverel. 

,,  12 — Albion  Brothers  :  Viflit. 

,,  12. — St..  John's  :"  Cass"  concert. 

,,  14. — Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Benefit  concert. 

,,  15. — Scrapie  :  F.  0.  Tobacco  Fund  concert. 

,,  18. — A.B.S.  :  Competition  on  the  Lea. 

,,  18. — Mitre  Brothers  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

,,  19 — Enterprise:  A. B  S.  concert. 

,,  19. — Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  20. — Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  dinner. 


l^sptts  from  Clubs 


We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Bunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— The  monthly  renting  and 
preservation  committee  will  meet  on  Monday  evening  next, 
March  5,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  Netting  Fund.  —  Will 
secretaries  and  members  who  have  promised  donations 
towards  the  above  fund  oblige  by  forwarding  remittance 
at  their  earliest  convenience  ? — R.  Ghubney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  Is.  from  the  Royal  Oak  Angling  Society's  donation 
box.  At  the  last  meeting,  Feb.  23,  one  application 
received  Co.    The  committee  meet  on  March  9  at  8.30.— 

R.  GlII'RNEY. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Anulino  Cum- 
I'ETiTioN. — Since  my  last  report  1  have  the  pleasure  to 
announce  that  the  following  gentlemen  and  societies  have 
promised  prizes  :  Mr.  A.  Field,  of  the  Brothers  Well  Met ; 
Great  Northern  Brothers  ;  Amicable  Brothers ;  Mr. 
Warren,  Great  Northern  Brothers;  Mr.  G.  II.  Woods, 
Hoxton  Brothers,  a  puir  of  Dresden  china  baskets  on 
pedestals ;  Mr.  A.  Ellis,  The  Fox,  Kingsland-road,  lib. 
of  Webtward  Ho!  Secretaries  re<iuiring  tickets  must 
apply  for  same,  as  no  tickets  will  be  sent  otherwise.  On 
Friday,  Feb.  23,  the  following  gentlemen  were  added  to 
the  committee:  Mr.  Hunt  (Good  Intent).  Mr.  Clarke 
(Allason  United),  Mr.  Clarke,  jun.  (Allason  United). — 
8.  Mai.iiv. 

Allason  United   Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
Special  notice  to  absentees:  A  consolation  match  takes 


place  for  members  who  have  not  taken  a  prize,  roving,  oif 
March  11.  Not  many  of  our  members  weighed  in  on  Feb. 
25  owing  to  the  present  state  of  the  waters.  We  do  hope 
we  shall  get  a  day  favourable  for  our  favourite  sport  before 
the  14th. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Goaoh  and  Horses,  PortSi 
month-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Feb.  25  several 
members  had  good  shows  of  bream,  perch,  barbel,  roach, 
and  dace.  The  following  weighed-iu  :  Mr.  Black,  81b.  15  iz.; 
Mr.  Drew,  senior,  6lb.  ll|oz. ;  Messrs.  Hall,  Chamiera, 
Smart,  Butlin,  junior,  and  Drew  having  smaller  catchej, 
total,  301b.  Mr.  Black  won  the  third  prize  left  over  from 
the  previous  outing. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragm,  St.  John-street,  Clerkeawell. — On 
Feb.  25  our  members  were  out  in  full  force  for  the  finish 
of  the  monthly  prizes,  but  owing  to  the  floods  only  one 
meoiber  secured  fish,  Mr.  Fryett  with  perch.  Memberi 
fishing  for  the  remaining  prizes  left  open  to  go  where  they 
please  on  March  4 ;  those  competing  on  Feb.  25  onlvi 
eligible  to  weigh-in. — E.  R.  Embleton.  ,  J 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  d 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — The  roving  outing  for  lapsevl 
prizes  frorn  previous  week  resulted  in  Messrs.  Cannar  and 
Mallett  being  successful  on  Feb.  25  with  roach  and  dace 
froni  Thames.  At  Wednesday's  meeting  Mr.  C,  Cannar 
presided,  supported  by  a  numerous  attendance.  Mr.  H. 
Mallett,  sen.,  was  heartily  thanked  for  doing  the  secre- 
tarial work  at  last  three  meetings.  The  correspondence 
included  several  requests  for  assistance  with  benefit  and 
other  tickets,  53.  being  voted  to  the  A,  Glass  benefit 
(Walham  Green),  and  23.  6d.  to  the  Eosser  benefit  (St. 
Alban's) ;  others  were  adjourned  for  further  information. 
A  discussion  ensued  concerning  the  Central  Be-stocking 
Fand  ;  10s.  Od.  was  voted,  the  general  opinion  being  that 
every  club  should  consider  and  support  this  all-important 
question. — W. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Sooidty,  Nag'g 
Head,  Wands  worth-road.  S.W.— Our  match  on  Feb.  25 
resulted  as  follows ;  W.  Thomas,  first ;  G.  Stevens, 
second;  W.  Taplin,  third  ;  A.  Dejonge,  fourth  ;  A.  Ansty 
and  A.  Jenkins  a'so  weighed-in.  We  fish  an  open  roving 
match  for  six  good  prizes  on  March  4.  There  is  a  match 
on  the  same  date  for  members  who  have  not  taken  a  pri^e ; 
four  good  prizes.  They  are  eligible  also  to  weigh-in  the 
club  match  ;  open  ;  roving. — A.  De.tonge. 

Battersea  Piscatorial  Society,  Lord  Ranelagh. 
Verona-street,  Battersea. — Since  my  last  report  several  of 
our  members  have  been  out,  but  the  takes  were  stnall.  We 
fish  a  match  at  Richmond  on  March  4  for  a  series  of  prizes, 
from  the  Pigeons  to  Twickenham  Ferry  ;  to  go  by  the 
8.3  a.m.  from  Clapham  Junction. — T.  Tringham. 

Bermondsey  Drothers  Angling  aouieuy,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — The  memberj  of  the  above 
fished  a  compatition  for  their  February  series  of  prizes  on 
Feb.  25,  and  on  account  of  the  unfavourable  condition  of 
the  river  only  two  were  taken,  Mr.  H  iyne  being  first  with 
3 Jib.,  and  Mr.  Kersell,  second  ;  Mr.  J.  Smith  weighed-ia 
13 Jib.  of  roach,  best  fish  lib.  9oz.,  but  did  not  take  part  ia 
tfae  match  ;  Mr.  J.  Smith  also  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of 
fish  on  Feb.  28.  The  members  will  fish  again  on  March  4 
forthe  four  lapsed  prizes.  Conditions  :  Go  where  you  pleass,^ 
and  that  it  be  optional  for  members  to  leave  London  on 
Saturday  night,  but  fishing  not  to  commence  until  Sunday 
morning. — Alf  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society.  Imperial  Hotel, 
South wark-street,  S.E. — Several  members  out  Feb  26, 
with  poor  rrsults.  Mr.  J.  Wheelh  rase,  on  Feb.  28,  nice 
show  of  roaoh  from  Thames.  Will  members  n  )te  there 
are  seven  prizes  to  fish  for  at  Ditohet  on  March  4  ?  Tow- 
path  ;  roving  ;  start  first  train  Waterloo.  Mr.  J.  Franks, 
of  Southwark,  was  elected  honorary  member  for  the 
forthcoming  season. — W n e elho us e . 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windssr 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  Feb.  25  Mr.  F.  8. 
Pavett  secured  the  second  quarterly  prize  with  perch  ;  Mr. 
J.  Taylor  weighed-in  barbel  and  perch ;  Mr.  C.  Davis, 
roach.  We  fish  for  the  two  remaining  quarterly  piises  on 
March  4.  Members  go  where  they  like ;  jack  barred. 
Secretaries  will  greatly  oblige  by  returninj;  unsold 
"  Fishing  Gazette  Tobacco  Fund  "  concert  programmes.— 
T.  Paternoster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road. — The  members  of  this  association  have 
since  their  annual  meeting  elected  thirteen  new  members, 
which  shows  the  interest  the  members  take  in  this  new 
association.  A  compptition  was  held  on  Saturday 
afternoon  last  in  the  Rufford  Canal,  but  none  of  the  prizes 
offered  were  won.  The  next  competition  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  March  14,  either  in  the  Dee  or  at  Ellesmere. 
Parlicalara  will  be  announced  later.  Mr.  B.  J.  Ackorley 
has  been  elected  captain. — Rrni). 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborounh-roLid,  8.W. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
had  several  good  shows  of  roach :  Mr.  Cecil,  151b.,  largest 
lib.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Hills,  71b.  ;  Mr.  K.  Briggs,  Sib.,  all  good 
fish.  Our  last  outing  of  the  season  takes  place  on  March  4 
at  Pangbourne. — 0.  Asiiuv. 

Brothe  s  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road. — We 
have  bad  a  very  indifferent  month,  with  very  poor  takes  of 
fish.  Three  of  our  members,  on  Feb.  25,  caught  a  few 
roach— W.  Peeoham,  first,  with  21b.  8oz. ;  A.  Field, 
second,  21b. ;  H.  C.  Canton,  third.  The  first  named  wins 
our  gross  weight  prize  for  February. — H.  T. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  B. — Sinje  my 
last  report  Mr.  (J.  Parmenter  has  weighed-in  a  very  nira 
show  of  roacli,  weight  121b.  lloz.,  several  going  over  lib. 
each.- F.  Randall. 

Burlington  Piscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel, 
Burlington-road,  W. — An  outing  will  take  place  on 
Match  4,  at  Uxbridge,  for  three  prizes,  viz.,  firit,  16«. ; 
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second,  10s. ;  third,  03.    Next  meetinj;  night  Maroh  7, 
when  all  members  are  earnestly  reqaested  to  attend. — 
P.  H.  Lavingthn. 
Cambrld;*  Heath  Brothesj  Aufling  Society, 

The  Good  Intent.  Mowlem-street,  Bishoo's-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — Our  A.B.  concert  on  Feb.  19  was  a 
gigantic  success,  ths  room  being  filled,  and  many  nnable 
to  get  near  the  door.  Oar  pitrona  were  thoroughly 
amosed  and  satisfied  with  th?  evening's  entertainment. 
The  A  B.  boxes  were  well  responded  to,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Wood,  president  Hoxton  Brothers,  our  ciairman  on  this 
Decision,  heading  the  list  with  £1  ;  and  Mr.  Norman 
.  (Hoxton  Brothers),  taking  charge  of  the  other  box,  coaxed 
a  good  amount  out  of  the  pockets  of  those  present,  and  a 
champion  cincert  ended  too  soon  with  "  Auld  Lang 
Syne."  I  beg  to  sincerely  thank  all  those  who  helped  to 
make  the  concert  the  success  it  was.  On  Feb.  25  we 
fished  for  twelve  prizes  at  Broxbourne,  with  the  following 
result:  L.  Stephenson,  firjt;  H.  Hackett,  second;  C. 
Wicks,  third;  J.  Lee,  fourth;  B.  Smith,  fifth;  W. 
Eennett,  sixth ;  E.  Wright,  seventh.  The  remiining 
prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  roving,  from  St.  Margaret's 
Bridge  to  Ware  Bridge,  on  March  4.  Start  9,30  a.m., 
cease  5  30  p.m.  Show  fish  at  Foxall's  Kose  and  Crown,  St. 
Margaret's,  not  later  than  C  30  p.m.  Stewards,  B.  Smith 
and  F.  Wells.— P.  E.  Lovt. 

Camdsn  Aa^lin;  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — We  have  had 
very  poor  shows  during  the  last  few  weeks,  but  on  Feb.  25 
ilr.  Brock  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace,  l"ib.  4oz. ; 
Messrs.  Critcher,  Brown,  and  Marshall  also  having  a  few 
fish.  There  are  several  prizes  to  go  for  before  the  close, 
so  I  hope  to  see  a  good  show  of  fish  on  March  4. — E. 
Makshall. 

Canuinif  Town  Auglingr  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  E. — Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on 
Mai  oh  4,  eitber  side  of  river ;  brook  and  mill  pools  barred  ; 
boundiries,  mill  to  mill.  All  to  go  down  by  first  train  on 
day  of  match. 

Clapluutt  Jimctloii   Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  •Ttmotion,  S.W.— 

The  result  of  oar  match  on  Feb.  25,  at  Reading,  was  as 
follows  :  Mr.  H.  Moore,  first ;  Mr,  J.  Willgoss,  second  ;  Mr. 
J.  Thorn,  third,  having  among  his  fish  one  roach  lib.  12oz. ; 
Mr.  A.  Turner,  fourth  ;  Mr.  H,  Clark,  fifth.  Our  consola- 
tion match  will  take  place  on  March  4  and  11,  for  five 
prizes,  for  members  who  have  not  taken  prizes  during 
season  (roving). — G.  T.  J.^meson. 

Central  Assiciation  of  London  Anglini^ 
Clubs, — The  usual  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden  Line,  Covent  Garden,  on 
Monday  next,  March  5,  at  8  30  p  m.  After  the  business 
is  concluded,  Mr.  Thos.  Crumplen  ("Old  Izaak  ")  will 
read  a  short  piper  entitled,  "  The  Early  History  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society." — W. 

ClerkenweU  and  Districs  United  Visiting 
Idsr. — A  fairly  attended  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to 
the  Original  Cierkenwell  A.8,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr, 
English  in  the  chair.  The  following  eighteen  societies 
responded  to  the  rott-call,  viz  :  Great  Northern,  Liccoln, 
Convivial,  Crown  and  Bucklani,  Eustonian,  Amicible 
Waltcnian,  Alma,  North  L  ndon,  Camden,  Mitre,  Central 
Club,  Original  Cierkenwell,  Central  Finsbury,  Islington 
Brothers,  Original  Alexiidra,  Houudsfield  Otters,  Park 
(Tottenham),  and  Merry  Anglers.  The  next  visit  will  be 
to  the  fjincoJn  A.S.  ;  dite  later, — F.  Castell, 

Cob  den  Angling  society,  Kenaai-roita,  W.— Mr. 
W.  Hq  ctiingj  saved  us  from  a  blank,  he  weighing-in  a 
nice  perch,  lib.  G:z,,  and  31b.  of  nice  roach  from  the 
Thames.  The  last  match  of  the  season  will  take  place  at 
Henley  on  March  4,  from  Marsh  Lock  to  Hambled.n 
Lcck.  Two  rods  ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ;  to  go  down  by  the  9  3 
train  from  Weatbonme-park,  and  to  register  fish  not  later 
than  7,15  at  Mr,  Carter's,  Ye  Lion,  Qdeen's-street.  A 
giloon  will  ba  on  train,  where  members  will  register  their 
names,  and  piy  subscriptions — T.  Twymax, 

Collingwood  Angiing  Sooiei<>,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  8.B.  —  Our  outing  at 
Hampton  Court  on  Feb.  25  reeulted  as  follows  :  Messrs. 

G.  Bojd,  first ;  U.  W.  Ball,  second  ;  C.  Poole,  third  ; 
E.  Elsey,  fourth  ;  J.  Jarrett,  fifth.  Total  weight  cf  fish 
101b.  Not  so  bad,  considering  the  state  of  river.  Any 
member  wishing  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  rules  must 
give  notice  on  Wednesday,  March  7.  On  Wednesday, 
March  21,  yearly  general  meeting.  All  members  must 
attend,  vi'lf  Rule  No.  4.— F.  P.  Soege, 

Co«y  Angling  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
gtreet,  Buckingham  Gate,  8.W.— At  our  meeting  on 
Wednesday  03.  was  voted  to  the  Central  Association 
Re-stocking  Fund,  and  2».  Gi.  to  the  River  Keepers' 
Dinner  Fund. — .1,  Whjte, 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C.— On  Feb.  2r,  Messrs.  Cutbush, 
Hopping,  Massey,  and  Massey,  jun.,  had  good  shows  of 
roach  and  dace.  The  first  named  gentleman  had  several 
roach  over  lib. — W.  Mas.se v. 

Cro-nm  and  Bno£land  Piscatorial  Society. 
Middlesex  Anns,  35,  Cierkenwell -green,  E.C.— On  Feb.  25 

H.  HaiLes  weighed-in  roach  and  bream  ;  J,  Leadbeater, 
jick  and  perch;  and  H.  Wright,  perch.  Our  return  visit 
on  Feb.  2G  was  a  success,  acd  I  thank  the  following  clubs 
for  thfeir  attendance :  Alma,  Amicable  Waltonians, 
Bloomsbury,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Blackfriars,  Camden, 
Cosy,  Cfillingwood,  Royal  George,  Anchor  and  Hope 
Second  Surrey,  St.  Thoma*,  St.  John's,  Stockwell,  Great 
Northern,  Islington,  Mitre,  Peckhim,  Seymour,  Central 
Finsbury,  North  London,  Original  Cierkenwell,  and  one  or 
two  more  that  I  missed  the  namea  of.  Chairman,  Mr.  E, 
Wretton  ;  vice,  Mr.  J,  Chambers.— G.  H,  Feankmn 

Dalaton  Angling  Society,  Browniow  Arms, 
Brownlow-gtreet,  Dalston.— On  Feb,  25  a  few  of  the 
members  were  out,  Mr.  Davison  saving  a  blank  with  some 
»ery  nice  roach.   On  Feb.  27  there  was  a  very  good 


attendance,  and  various  iteuis  of  importance  were  dis- 
cussed and  dealt  with, — S.  Maluy. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  AngUng  Societv.  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westboume  Park.— On  Feb.  25  some  of 
our  members  were  out,  when  thirteen  took  prizes.  Mr,  A. 
Barrett,  first;  Messrs.  Bedwell,  Barns,  Westlake,  Wilkins, 
Fletcher,  Millett,  Targett,  Viner,  G.  Jenkins,  Buck, 
Serernfl,  and  T.  Shaw,  TJie  rest  of  the  prizes  will  be 
fished  for  on  March  4,  at  Taplow.  Oar  last  club  match  of 
the  season  will  be  fished  at  Henley,  on  March  11. — W. 
Jenkin.s, 

Enterprise  Angling  Society.  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad  Lane,  Tottenham. — Messrs,  Ashmore  and  Pheasey 
weighed-in  on  Feb,  25.  We  hold  a  smoking  concert  on 
behalf  of  the  A.B  8,  on  Monday,  March  19,  when  I  hope 
all  brother  members  and  friends  will  kindly  attend, — W. 

LeFE\  RE, 

Elgin  Angling  So<^iety,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  Notting  Hill,  W, — We  fished  our  match  at 
Uxbridife,  when  two  of  the  prizes  were  taken  as  follows  : 
Mr.  King,  first,  with  41b.  13oz.  of  roach,  largest  fish 
lib,  IJoz. ;  Mr.  Billett,  second,  with  lib.  7oz.  roach  and 
dace.  All  had  fish,  but  it  was  arranged  that  nothing  less 
than  Soz.  should  tike  a  prize.  I  b?g  to  remind  members 
that  next  Wednesday,  March  7,  is  the  end  of  the  quarter. 
I  hope  all  will  try  to  attend  and  hear  particulars  of  the 
outing  to  Lmgley  on  March  11. — G.  King. 

Globs  Anglins;  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — Considering  the  flooded  state  of  the  rivers  on 
Feb.  25,  we  had  a  very  good  show  of  fish,  Mr.  R.  Sharpless 
leading  with  111b.  7oz.  of  roaoh  and  perch  from  the 
Thames  (heaviest  roach  lib.  IJoz.,  heaviest  parch  lib); 
Mr.  Stebbings,  eight  roach,  91b,  (one  fish  lib,  94oz., 
another  lib.  4Joz.) ;  Mr.  Hoggett,  41b.  6oz,  roach ;  Mr.  R. 
Slade,  roach  from  the  Lea.  All  members  are  requ'!sted  to 
attend  and  clear  arrears  in  contributions  on  Monday, 
March  5,  the  last  night  of  our  financial  year.  There  are 
three  prizes  for  competition  this  month. — W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society.  Sir  Isaac  Newton. 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On  Feb.  25 
Messrs.  Eltins,  Mitchell,  and  Verity  weiehed-in  roaoh  and 
dace.  We  have  agaia  poetpsned  our  outing  till  March  11. 
Our  return  visit  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  March  6,  when 
we  hope  to  welcome  a  big  muster  of  the  angling  fraternity. 
On  Tuesday,  Feb.  27,  Mr.  King  weighed-in  jack  and 
roach, — A,  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.  The  Crown,  Church, 
street,  Shoreditch, — We  fished  for  four  lapsed  prizes  on 
Feb.  25,  which  were  taken  by  Mr.  Stinton,  Mr.  Bowker,  Mr. 
Lloyd,  and  Mr.  Wade.  Mr.  Thompson  had  171b.  of  good 
roach  and  perch  The  members  will  fish  for  prizes  at 
Pangbourne  on  March  4,  A  saloon  carriage  will  be 
provided. — R.  Murphy. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich. — Our  next  outing  and  compe- 
tition will  take  place  at  Reading  on  March  11.  Train 
leaves  London  Bridge  at  7.35  a.m.,  returning  from 
Reading  at  6  15  p  m.  All  members  that  intend  going  will 
oblige  by  letting  the  secretary  know,  so  that  arrangements 
may  be  made  with  the  railway  company. — J,  D. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harle^dn. — Match  arranged  for  March  4  is  post- 
poned owing  to  floods.  Match  to  b3  arranged  next  meet- 
ing,— W.  N.  Dawes. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Feb.  25  our  members 
were  out  for  the  final  prize  outing  this  season,  and  we  had 
splendid  sport  amongst  the  roich  in  the  Lea.  Messrs. 
C.  Smith,  roach,  first  prize ;  0.  T.  Russell,  roach,  second  ; 
Pummell,  roach,  third ;  M.  Robinson,  roach,  fourth  ; 
H,  Bagshaw.  roaoh,  fifth  ;  and  our  new  member,  W,  Ching, 
had  dace.  We  had  several  roach  over  lib.,  which  proves 
that  the  Lea  still  has  good  fish  ia  it.  Will  members 
attend  nsxt  Wednesday,  for  discussion  on  supper?— H. 
Bagshaw. 

Highbnry  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  ToUington-roid,  HoUoway,  N. — The  following  have 
weighed-in  during  the  past  week :  Mr.  F.  Berry,  roaoh 
and  perch,  lUb.  9Joz,  (two  best  roach,  lib.  5'iOz.  and 
lib,  4^z.);  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw,  roach,  31b.  7toz.  (best, 
lib.  7|oz.)  ;  Mr.  S.  Stone,  roach,  Gib.  14jz,  (largest, 
lib.  60Z  ) ;  and  Mr.  G.  Parsons,  roach  and  dace,  31b.  3^)z. 
(best  roach,  lib.  3jz.  Others  have  tried,  but  without 
success, — E.  W. 

Honnsfield  Otters  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Lion,  Lower  Edmonton. — On  Feb.  25  Messrs.  Watling, 
Taylor,  Mogg,  and  Bartlett  weighed-in  some  very  good 
roach  from  the  Lea,  Mr.  Taylor  having  the  heaviest  fish, 
lib  lioz,— W.  Mogg. 

Hounslow  and  Islewortb  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — At  our  meeting 
on  Feb.  28,  Mr.  Wyse-Foster  in  the  chair,  we  hid  the 
largest  attendance  we  have  yet  had,  about  forty  members 
being  present,  including  our  president.  Dr.  Gordon. 
Eight  new  members  were  elected,  and  nine  more  were 
put  up  for  election  next  week.  It  was  decided,  on 
account  of  the  state  of  the  Thames,  to  postpone  our  roach 
competition  till  March  11  and  12,  "The  meeting  terminated 
with  some  veiy  good  singing — J.  M.  Brodgha^i. 

HoKtou  Brothers  Angling  Society,  iSpread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  N, — Tha  members  competed  for  special 
prizes  at  St.  Margaret's  on  Feb,  25  ;  all  were  taken  with 
excellent  shows  of  roaoh,  those  weighiug-in  being  Messrs. 
Wilsshire,  Hattemore,  Bailey,  Gillett,  Huntly,  Gregory, 
Fish,  and  Newton.  On  the  27th  the  auditors  gave  their 
reports,  and  the  b  ilance-sheet  was  accepted.  Our  supper 
will  be  arranged  next  meeting. — Johnny. 

£aJ.ingtOEi  Brothers  AngUng  .soolety,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.— On  Feb.  18  the  following 
weighed-in  :  Mr.  Burwash,  roach.  On  Feb.  19  we  had 
our  return  visit  on  No.  2  Anglers'  Association  TEistern 
District)  List,  Mr.  W.  Stretch  occupied  the  chair,  when 
several  angflers  contributed  to  the  harmony.   When  roll 


was  called  fifteen  clubs  responded.  1  thank  those  anglerf 
and  friends  for  kindly  supporting  us  on  that  uight. 
Piinist,  Mr.  C.  Reeves.  On  Feb.  25  the  following 
weighed-in  :  J.  H.  Herbert,  roach  and  dice  ;  Mr.  Reeves, 
roach  and  bream;  Mr.  I'erry,  roach;  Mr.  Burwash, 
roach  and  dace.  I  hope  members  who  intend  going  to 
the  match  on  the  11th  will  kindly  show  up  naxt  Tuesday 
night.— J.  H.  HERriEBT, 

zaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John'i 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road, — The  special 
prizes  oft'ered  for  competition  cn  Feb.  25ih  aud  28fh  were 
n  )t  taken.  They  will  be  competed  for  again  on  Mirch  4th 
and  7th,  competitors  on  each  occasion  being  allowed  to 
choosn  their  own  fishing  waters  ("private  waterj 
birred),  Mr.  W.  Wilshire  has  again  been  successful 
anong  the  roach,  having  hid  a  very  fine  take  on 
Wednesday  last, — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington, — Since  last  report  fish  have  been 
very  scarce  in  our  trays.  Members  who  were  out  met  with 
poor  sport  on  acount  of  the  floods.  I  wish  to  remind 
members  who  could  not  attend  last  meeting  that  the 
Golden  Barbel  takes  a  return  visit  on  March  6,  Onra 
being  the  next  on  the  list,  will  members  attend  to  fix 
date      G,  Bence. 

Itlncoln  ILngling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win> 
ohester-atreet,  Pentonville,  N. — On  Feb.  25  the  members 
of  the  above  fished  at  Taplow  for  eight  prizes,  which  were 
won  by  the  following:  Messrs.  Richards,  first.  Gib.  2oz. ; 
White,  second,  41b  9jz.  (having  a  fine  tench  21b.  lljoz  ); 
Hawkins,  third,  with  a  very  fine  specimen  roich,  lib.  !)Joz,  ; 
Evens,  fourth  ;  Clark,  fifth  ;  Nelson,  sixth  ;  W,  Watling, 
seventh ;  More,  eighth.  Mr.  MoSitt,  a  nice  show  of  roaoh 
from  the  Lsa,  9Ib,  lOoz.  Our  return  visit  on  the  C.D,V,L. 
will  take  place  on  March  19,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  good 
master, — W.  Watling. 

Maldon  and  Heybridga  Angling  Society, 
White  Lion  Inn,  FuUbridge,  Maldon,  Essex, — The  Lang- 
ford  waters  have  been  in  good  condition  for  roach  anglers 
during  the  past  few  days,  and  some  good  fish  have  been 
taken,  Messrs,  Hutchinson,  Springett,  and  Vince  were 
successful  on  Feb.  24.  About  thirty  anprlers  were  in  this 
district  on  Feb.  25,  and  some  good  catches  of  roach  were 
secured,  several  over  lib.  each,  and  the  best  fish  scaled 
l^lb.  A  nice  pike  of  15Jlb.  was  caught  from  the  private 
waters  at  Lingford  Mill  on  Feb.  26,  and  another  5Jlb. 
Messrs.  Springett  and  Vince  were  again  successful  with 
about  81b.  of  roach  on  Feb.  27,  and  at  the  present  time 
the  waters  are  in  good  condition. — F.  Keen. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clirendon  Hotel, 
Newington-green,  N. — The  fifteenth  annnil  dinner  of  this 
society  was  held  on  Tuesday  last,  when  close  on  forty 
members  and  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast, 
admirably  served  by  our  hostess,  Mrs.  Coartin.    Mr.  F, 

B.  Swann,  the  president,  was  in  the  chair,  ably  supported 
by  Mr.  J.  Wells  Wood  (vioe-chair).  The  ojncert  which 
followed  the  dinner  waj  voted  the  best  ever  held  in 
connection  with  the  club,  and  rightly  so.  Amongst  the 
many  artistes  were  Messra.  E.  G,  Banks,  Harry  Hall, 
Frel  Wilson,  E.  Skerten,  Percy  Bell,  Frederick  Butt,  and 
Brother  W.  Cox  (cartoonist),  C.  Bilby  (elocutionist),  W. 
Morgan,  and  a  host  of  others  sufiiciently  entertaining  to 
keep  the  company  highly  amused  well  into  the  wee  small 
hours  of  the  morning.  Sp  eshes  and  toasts  were  not 
allewod — beyond,-  of  course,  the  loyal  toast  cf  "  Her 
Majasty  the  Queen,"  and  health  and  prosperity  to  "  Ma." 
A  ttioroughly  enjoyable  evening. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Clondesley 
Arms,  Cloudesley-place,  Liverpool-road,  N. — On  Feb.  25 
Messrs,  Collins  and  Holder  weighed-in  roach.  On  Feb,  2G 
our  concsrt  for  "Fishing  Go^efte  Tobioco  Fund  "  was 
very  successful,  our  room  being  picked,  plenty  of  good 
talent  being  present,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  spent. 
The  result  of  fund  will  be  announced  in  tho  Fishing 
Gazette.  On  March  18  we  have  a  match  at  St.  Margaret's, 
when  several  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for.  Members  intend- 
ing competing  will  oblige  by  showing  up  at  club-house,— 
A.  TopLis, 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 

'and  Garter.  Green-street.  Bethnal  Green. — Our  boundary 
match  on  Feb.  25,  at  Rye  House,  was  a  success — nine  prizes 
taken  out  of  ten.  S.  Polykett,  first,  with  roaoh ;  W, 
Smith,  second,  perch;  G.  Taylor,  third,  roach  and  perch  ; 

C.  Lamb,  jun.,  fourth,  roach;  E.  Lamb,  fifth,  perch; 
W.  Richards,  jun.,  sixth,  roach;  G.  Carter,  seventh, 
perch;  W.  Richards,  eighth,  roach;  J.  Bedwell,  ninth, 
perch.  On  March  4  members  can  go  where  they  please 
for  the  remaining  prize  ;  start  on  the  morning  only,  and 
fish  towing-path  only. — G.  Tayloe. 

North  Iiondon  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  Ftb,  19  the  foUowinsr  weighed-in : 
Mr.  Pink,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Boormm,  dace.  On 
Feb.  25  Mr.  Boorman  weiglisd-in  a  very  nice  show  of 
roach  from  the  Lea ;  several  other  members  were  out, 
but  did  not  show  up  at  club. — H.  Stretch, 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Owing  to  Mr.  C.  Dold's 
prize  not  being  taken  at  Pulborough  on  Feb.  18,  another 
outing  took  place  on  Feb.  25  on  the  Lsa.  Mr.  S.  H. 
Gurney  gave  a  second  prize,  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Morgan  a 
third  prize.  Result :  First  prize,  Mr.  W.  Moyler  j  ack  ; 
second  prize,  Mr.  W.  E.  Naylor,  jick  ;  third  prize,  Mr. 
G.  E.  Burnham,  jiok.  Mr.  W.  Carcwright  also  saowed 
a  nice  perch,  and  Mr.  J.  Moyler  a  Jib.  eel  On  Monday 
Mr.  J.  Bannister  brought  home  15|lb.  jack,  roach,  and 
perch,  largest  jick  8lb.,  perch  lib,  A  concert  and 
lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  W,  J.  Wade  will  be  held  on 
Thursday,  Match  8. — E  Dyball. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green,  E. — On 
Feb.  25  G.  Birrs  weighed-in  tench  and  roar'a  ;  J.  Nagle, 
roach.  We  fish  for  the  remaicing  prizes,  also  a  consola- 
tion prize,  on  March  4 ;  St.  Margaret's  Bridge  to  Hard- 
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AlXrG-lL-BrtS'  HOTELS,  FISXXI]Xr<3-    QCJArtTErtS,  Szc. 


STANLEY  HOTEL, 
Stanley,  Perthshire. 

JAMES  S.  MOWAT  begs  to  intimate  to  anglers 
and  the  j  ublic  generally  that  he  has  taken  a 
lease  of  this  hotel,  formerly  known  as  the  Victoria 
May.  Many  improvements  are  being  made  both 
ontslde  and  inside.  No  expense  is  being  spared 
on  the  refurnishing  and  decorations  to  make  it 
an  attractive  and  comfortable  Anglers'  Eesort. 
Having  been  trained  to  the  business  in  several  of 
the  best  and  largest  hotels  in  the  kingdom,  he 
has  every  confidence,  from  his  experience,  that 
he  wiU  give  entire  satisfaction  to  his  patrons. 
Stanley  being  on  light  sandy  soil,  high  and 
bracing,  makes  it  an  attractive  health  resort. 
Fine  walks  along  the  banks  of  the  Tay.  Salmon 
and  trout  fishing  on  the  Tay,  by  the  day,  week, 
or  month.   Posting  in  all  its  branches. 

JAMES  S.  MOWAT, 

Stanley  Hotel.  Stanley,  Perthshire. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

GLENLYOK,  PEBTHSHISE. 

8J  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station 
and  2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay. 

This  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated  near  the  Famous 
Pass  ofGlenlyon.  with  Mineral  Well.  Good  salmon 
fishing  on  the  River  Lyon.  Opens  on  Jan.  15. 
Excellent  New  Golf  Course  adjoining  the  Hotel. 

Billiards.)   Posting.    Post  and  Telegraph  Office 

wo  minutes'  walk. 

PAUL  B.  MaoPHAIL,  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL  LOCH  NESS. 

Re-decorated  and  most  Comfortably  Re-famished 
throughout.   Electric  light. 

rr\HIS  Hotel,  which  is  most  beautifully  situated. 
J.  overlooking  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Trout  Fishing 
on  Bivor  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  FarraUne.  Boats  for  use  of  visitors.  Terms 
moderate.  S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor 


SALMON  FISHING 

ON 

For  Boats,  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISEY,  Killin  Hotel. 


SHANNON  PLOUGH  DERG, 

KIIiLAIiOE,  IBELAND. 

MOST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 
GriUe.  aod  Trout  fishinf?  in  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river,  and  lake,  at  this  station ;  also  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  in  private  cottaee  close  to 
rivtr.  Expenses,  shorteflt  route  from  England  and 
Scotland,  on  application  to  S.  J.  H  I'RLEY,  KiUaloe, 
(lO.  Clare,  Ireland.  N.B.— The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  in  May,  when  the  big 
trout  are  about  in  thousanis. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 
Eggesford,  N.  Devon. 

(Four  and  three-quarter  hours  from  London.) 

ri^WENTY  MILES  of  excellent  FISHING, Free 
L    to  Hotel  Guests  only,  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little 
Dart.    Bivers  recently  re-stockod.   Moderate  in- 
clusive tariff  on  application. 

B.  P.  MA.BSHALL,  Proprietor. 
Season  commences  March  1. 


PLOUGH  HOTEL, 

LoDgparisb,  near  Wbitchurch,  Hauts., 

rpilIS  Uotel,  which  affords  such  excellent 
L  accommodation  to  those  tlabinf;  the  Biver 
Test,  is  under  nciv  managf-ment,  and  is  situated 
in  one  of  the  prettleHt  villages  in  the  county,  close 
to  church,  railway,  post  und  telo;,'raph  office, 
and  has  been  newly  furnished  throughout.  Excel- 
lent cuisine.      II.  J.  SfMIKOIJEIl.  Proprietor. 

^Late  Chief  Steward  of  Orient  Line.) 

WHY  GO  TO  FRANCE? 

The  TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near   KINGSBRIDGE,    S.  DEVON. 

BOARDEBS,  Including  bod  and  attendance 
7»  fid.  per  day.  from  Nov.  1  to  March  81. 
WEKK  lMy  KI.SHINO  for  I'Iko,  I'erch,  and 
Uudd,  Including  bouts  and  bait,  Proo  to  Vlsltorn, 
Klve  coaches  leave  the  hotel  dally. 

W  VICKERY,  Proprietor, 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

THIS  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated 
in  the  heart  of  Bob  Boy  s  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  gravoyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being 
in  close  proximity,  and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  flshir.g  is  free  on  Loch  Katrine 
Loot  Chon,  and  several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel;  excel'.ent  boats  and  «xp«>rier  ced' 
boatmen  are  kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reach  jd  by  way  of  Callander  and 
Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or 
by  Aberfoyle  and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  bf ing  a  full  service  of  coaches  and 
steamers  by  these  routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  office  m  hotel. 

I>OKAI.D  FER.GUSOir,  Proprietor. 


LAKE   VYRN  WY. 


FISHING  SEASON  BEGINS  on  MARCH  1, 


Rooms  and  Boats  now  being  booked. 

Last  year,  T)est  basket  on  the  Lake,  witli  fly,  forty-three  fish,  37^1b. : 
on  the  rivers,  37  fish. 


Font  and  Telegraph  Addres.-i  • 


HOTEL,   LAKE   VYRNWY,  OSWESTRY. 


FREE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Commencing  March  1st. 

TTISITORS  staying  at  the  FORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL,  SOUTH 

^A/ALES5  have  four  miles  of  the  Teifi,  which  is  noted  for  its  fishing:  strictly 
reserved.  Also  about  ten  miles  of  free  brook  fishing,  within  easy  walking  distance. 
Splendid  drives.  Fourteen  miles  from  Newquay  on  Cardigan  Bay.  On  G.W.E. 
Posting  and  Billiards.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 

NOW  READY. 

•  THE 

NINETEENTH  CENTURY 

A   MONTHLY  REVIEW.  EDITED   BY  JAMES  KNOWLES. 

No.  277. 

MARCH,  1900.         Price  2s.  6d. 


The  Breakdown  of  Voluntary  Enlistment    By  Sidney  Low. 
The  Actual  Strength  of  our  Forces  at  Home.    By  the  Eight 

Hon.  EaEL  IMOETHBROOK,  G. C.S.I. 

The  Future  of  Mounted  Infantry.    By  the  Eight  Hon.  Lord 
Denman  (late  Eoyal  Scots  and  Lieut.  Imperial  Yeomanry). 

The  Belief  Funds.     By  the  Eight  Hon.  Earl  Nelson  (an 
original  Commissioner  Eoyal  Patriotic  Fund). 

The  Civil  and  Moral  Benefits  of  Drill    By  the  Eev.  G.  Sale 
Eeaney  (Vicar  of  Christ  Church,  Greenwich). 

Senussi  and  his  threatened  Holy  War  :  a  Warning.    By  T.  E, 
Threlfall. 

The  Problem  of  the  Middle  East.     By  General  Sir  Thomas 
Gordon,  K.C.LE. 

Scripture  and  Eoman  Catholicism.  By  Dr.  St.  George  Mivart, 
F.E.S. 

Cromwell's  Constitutional  Experiments.     By  J.  P.  Wallik 
(Editor  of  the  "  State  Trials  Eeports  "). 

On  some  Difficulties  incidental  to  Middle  Age,    By  Mrs.  Hugh 
Bell. 

Women  Workers  :  .How  tliey  live  :  how  they  ^\  isli  to  live.  Bv 
Miss  Emilt  Hobhouse. 

In  Defence  of  Sir  David  Chalmers.    By  Lady  Chalmers. 

The  Story  of  the  Bulwer-Ciayton  Treaty.  By  Benjamin  Taylor. 

The  "Temperance"  Eeply  to  Sir  Algernon  West.    By  Thomas 


ORDER  THROUGH  ANY  BOOKSELLER. 


Loudon:  .SAMPSON  LOW,  MAKSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limitki),  St.  Punstan'n 
JIouHc,  rettor  Lane,  Floot  Strost,  E.C. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON. 

^VEE  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tariff  and  full 
particulars  of 

J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


The  CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Dulverton  Station  (G.W.R.). 


"C'lVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TROUT 
FISHING  RIVERS  (Exe  and  Barle)  frek 
TO  VISITORS  stayirg  at  the  Carnarvon  Arms 
Family  Hotel,  Dulverton  Station  (G.W.E.)  Also 
central  for  hind  hunting.   Hunters  for  Hire. 

C.  W.  Neldee,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  OBOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W,  Main  Line). 

HOTEL  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by 
the  Golf  Links,  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent 
bathing.  Capital  Trout  Fi.shing  in  adjoining 
Lake  and  River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake, 
Bodorgan;  all  best  for  sport  in  the  earlv  months. 
Trap  from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all 
included  in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on 
request.  T.  J.  OOTTBELL,  Proprietor 


The  SWAN  HOTEL, 

Staines  Bridge,  Staines. 

Tiff  OST  pleasantly  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Thames.  The  best  reach  on 
the  Thames  for  TROUT.  Season  com- 
mences  April  1.  Punts  and  Boats  to  Let. 
Good  stabling. 

A.  BURROW,  Proorietor. 


Angrlers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADTSBTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JODRNAL 

Charges  very  Moderate. 
Address:  King  Street  Alfreton, 

Angflers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Pishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADTSSTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  k  Dove  Valley  Record 

Wanted  Advtt.,  18  vords,(id. ;  80  words.  Is. ,  pr^id. 
Address :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouso,  &o., 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE  l 
ACCOMMODATION.  ' 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Btour, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  Tor  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Fridty  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  odvts.,  i6  words  for  la.  prepaid. 
ddrcM :  Obforver  Office,  Bournemouth, 


:Marcr  3,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


153 


mead  Lock ;  roving,  tow-path  only.  Show  fish  (if  any) 
outside  the  Railway  Tavern  at  C.30  p.m.  A  working 
member  was  propssed,  and  will  be  voted  for  next  week. 

Oxigiatd  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society 
Sntton  Arms,  Great  Sntton-street,  Goswell-road. — On 
Feb.  25  we  had  a  nice  show  of  fish,  the  following  members 
weigbing-in  :  Mr.  Woods,  roach ;  Mr.  Isaacs,  roach  ;  Mr. 
J.  English,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Hill,  roach;  Mr.  I'oster, 
perch ;  Mr.  Alexandra,  roac'i.  Remaining  prize  to  be 
fished  for  on  March  5,  all  members  to  go  where  they 
please. — A.  H. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Russell- 
■treet,  E. — On  Feb.  25  Mr.  A.  Owen  had  a  fine  show  of 
roach,  dace,  and  perch;  and  Mr.  S.  Silverton,  roach, 
taking  prizes  as  named.  There  are  asveral  specimen  prizes 
not  taken.  Our  A.B.S.  concert  on  Monday  last  was  fairly 
well  attended,  taking  into  consideration  that  there  were 
other  anglers'  concerts  on  the  same  evening  in  the  East- 
end, — Kepoetee. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock, 
Stibbington-street,  X.W. — Mr.  C.  Dove  had  roach,  chub, 
and  bream  at  Hampton  on  Feb.  25.  The  other  prize  was 
not  won,  and  will  be  competed  for  (roving)  on  March  11. 
Harry  Taylor  had  51b.  of  roach;  and  Carr,  roach. — E.  C. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  Feb.  25  Messrs.  GUlson 
and  Strayton  weighed-in,  the  latter  one  specimen  roach. 
On  March  4  we  hive  our  last  onting  of  the  season.  I 
should  like  to  see  every  member  attend.  Prospects  of  a 
successful  day's  outing  are  more  cheerful  to-day. — G.  K. 

Soyal  Qeorgfe  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — On  Feb.  25  we  had  a  good  show  of  fish 
upon  oar  trays  by  Messrs.  Gibbons,  Burrell,  and  others. 
On  March  4  we  fish  for  fourteen  prizes  left  over  from  the 
season.  All  members  gi  on  4th  inst.,  first  train.  Go 
where  you  like ;  usual  conditions.  Hope  all  prizes  will  be 
taken  to  clear  the  books.  Last  Wednesday  being  quarterly 
night  we  elected  our  officers  for  the  ensuing  quarter,  and 
all  past  officers  were  elected. — J.  Gibbons. 

Boyal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cobom  Arms, 
Cobom-rrad,  Bow,  E.  —  On  Feb.  25  the  following 
weighed-in :  Messrs.  E.  Perry,  roach  ;  G.  Williams, 
roach  ;  F.  Pignatelli,  roach.  Mr.  E.  Perry  is  the  winner 
of  the  roach  rod  given  by  Mr.  Williams  for  the  four  days 
in  February  — F.  Pigxatelli. 

St.  John's  Wood  Piscatorial  Society,  Knights 
of  St.  John,  Queen's-terraoe,  St.  John's  Wood. — Our 
smoking  concert  of  Feb.  26  proved  an  immense  success. 
The  chair  was  taken  by  our  president,  Mr.  Harris,  and  the 
vice  by  Mr.  Moody,  supported  by  Messrs.  Elder  and  Dyer, 
president  and  secretary  of  the  Eagle  Angling  Society, 
Tottenham.  The  following  ladies  and  gentlemen,  in- 
cludiog  our  worthy  hostess  (Mrs.  Reed),  contributed  some 
excellent  songs  to  the  evening's  entertainment :  Miss 
Blakemore  and  Master  Horacs  Smith,  piano  solos ;  Mr. 
Dellar  and  Mr.  Allan,  comic  ;  Mr.  Manning,  piccolo  solo  ; 
also  Messrs.  Ashley,  Spratling,  Lilley,  A.  Warsop, 
Brooker,  W.  Mac,  Ladiman,  Butt,  Norton,  Hunter,  J. 
Cole,  to  whom  all  thanks  are  due.  The  usual  loyal  and 
patriotic  toasts,  including  "  Oar  Boys  in  Kharki  at  the 
Front,"  were  moat  ecthnsiastically  received.  Mr.  Stewart 
Leaman  most  ably  presided  at  the  piano. — H.  B. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society.  King  and 
Qoeen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— On  Feb.  25  a 
few  of  our  members  fished  the  postponed  competition  at 
Pangboume,  when  the  foUowino;  were  the  prize  winners  : 
Messrs.  W.  Roich,  roach,  41b.  lljoz. ;  B.  Smith,  21b.  2ioz. ; 
T.  Arrigoni,  SJoz.  A  prize  given  by  iir.  King,  of  the 
Golden  Barbel,  was  won  by  Mr.  T.  Pennell. — W.  Aldis. 

Silver  Trent  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Messrs.  T.  Bullock, 
Anhir,  Young,  and  Inger  have  been  elected  as  working 
members,  and  Mr.  J.  Tidy  as  honorary.  On  Feb.  27 
Mr.  T.  Warner  was  proposed  as  a  working  member.  Mr. 
Pettit  weighed-in  one  roach,  lib.  43Z.  Tuesday  next  is 
quarterly  night,  when  I  hope  members  will  endeavour  to 
attend. — R.  Smitfi. 

Sonth  Bermondsey  Piscatorials,  Institute, 
Rotherhithe  New-road,  8.E.— On  Feb.  25  Mr.  W.  Costin 
weighed-in  bream ;  and  Mr.  P.  AUum,  roach  and  perch. 
Our  annual  punt  outing  has  been  postponed  till  Marcn  11. 
March  4  will  be  the  monthly  outing  for  March  series  of 
prizes.  Hope  all  members  will  be  present  on  Friday  night, 
nine  o'clock  sharp.— J.  H.  Dames. 

Spread  Eigle  Angling  Society,  The  Hope. 
Bird-street,  Kennington-road,  S.E.— We  fish  at  Sunbury 
on  March  4  for  several  prizes.  Members  to  leave  Waterloo 
7.50  a.m. ;  to  cease  fishing  at  6.0  p.m. ;  the  distance  to  be 
from  the  weir  to  Clark's  boathouse.  Members  also  have 
the  privilege  of  fishing  the  catting.  No  live  bait  to 
be   taken    down ;  jack  barred ;    two  rods  allowed. — 

G.  EhKARDS. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Bhodes- 
well-road.  Stepney,  E.— Our  pegged-down  match  at  Ware 
turned  out  a  blank,  the  water  racing  along  like  a  torrent. 
Mr.  Morgan  hooked  a  nice  trout,  which  was  quickly 
returned  to  the  water.  That  was  the  only  fish  caaght  in 
the  match.  Messrs.  Morgan,  Bonds,  and  Woodford  then 
tried  in  riuieter  waters,  and  soon  managed  to  hook  some 
fine  roach.    On  March  4  we  have  a  rover. — W^t.  Beattie. 

StOQkwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset 
roftd,  Clapham,  S.W.— On  accoun'-,  of  the  floods  the  match 
lai  been  postponed  until  March  11 ;  place  and  conditions 
will  ba  arranged  next  meeting  night.  Members  are 
requested  to  tike  notice  that  Tuesday  next  will  be  quarterly 
Tiifbt,  when  the  books  must  be  cleared  to  enable  the 
secretary  to  prepire  balance-sheet.  Other  important 
business  will  be  brought  forward,  so  I  trust  there  will  be  a 
good  attendance. — Tommy. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — We  had  a  good  show 
of  roach  on  Feb.  25,  when  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.   Race,  (Irande,  Sandiland,  Humphreys,  and 


Payne.  Train  leaves  Waterloo  at  8  4',  for  Walton,  on 
March  4  ;  two  rods  allowed. — (>.  A.  I'ay.n  k. 

Snndlal  Angling  Society.  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — On  March  4  we  have  a  roving 
match  ;  public  water ;  bank  only  ;  all  fish  to  weigh ; 
members  to  catch  own  live  bait.  Pri/.es  are  ;  Mr.  King's 
cup  (usual  conditions);  first,  second,  and  third  gross 
weights  ;  and  three  private  prizes.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  next  meeting  night.  Daring  the  week  Messrs. 
Barber  weighed-in  iack ;  Gregory,  bream,  dace,  and 
gudgeon,  lib.  lOoz. ;  E.  C.  Lock,  bream,  roach,  and  dace; 
C.  E.  Lock,  dace ;  Batchelor,  gudgeon  ;  C.  F.  Points, 
gudgeon.  Result  of  match  at  Richmond,  no  prizes  were 
taken,  no  single  fish  being  heavy  enough.  For  match  on 
March  4  no  member  to  leave  London  before  first  train. — 
C.  E.  LorK. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Railway  Hotel, 
Twickenham. — Oar  members  have  been  doing  better 
during  the  past  week :  Messrs.  Simonda  and  Saunders, 
161b.  of  roach  and  bream ;  Mr,  A.  Turner,  "lb.  of  roach 
and  dace  ;  Messrs.  Luff  and  Barrow,  two  dozen  roach.  At 
the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  our  prospects  for  com- 
petition, March  4,  is  not  encouraging ;  a  great  deal  too 
much  rain  again.  Mr.  Ogden  Smith  and  myself  were  out 
for  a  few  hours  on  Tuesday,  and  had  a  good  take  of  roach. 
— G.  Barbow. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — On  Feb.  25  we  had  a  nice 
show  of  fish  :  Messrs.  F.  Belton  some  nice  roach,  heaviest 
fish  weighing  lib.  2oz. ;  S.  Drage,  bream  and  roach ;  W. 
Drage,  roach. — P.  H.  Beak. 

WaUiam  Orsen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  8.W.— Our  benefit  for  Mr. 
Glass  was  an  unqualified  success,  and  we  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  thanking  all  who  so  kindly  assisted  in  the  success 
by  contributions  and  attendance.  We  are  glad  to  say  Mr. 
Glass  is  out  of  the  surgeon's  hands,  and  will  go  to  a 
convalescent  home  on  Monday  next.  He  is  deeply  grateful 
for  the  kindness  shown  him,  and  thanks  one  and  all.  _  We 
fish  our  last  match  of  the  season  on  March  4  ;  open,  roving  ; 
Thames,  bank  or  punt ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ;  threa  cash  prizes 
and  Mr.  Allden's  rod.  Important  business  next  week, 
and  we  should  like  a  full  meeting. — W.  W.  Dui  iield. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
A  competition  is  arranged  for  March  4  (punt  only)  at 
Richmond,  for  four  prizes.  Mr.  W.  Sparrow  has  weighed- 
in  some  nice  perch  and  roach  from  the  Thames. — W. 
Wbay. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.B.— We  fished  our  match 
at  Datchet  on  Feb.  25,  but  no  prizes  were  taken,  in 
consequence  of  the  required  weight  not  being  taken  by  any 
one  member.  We  have  another  try  on  March  4,  at 
Amberley,  when  we  hope  for  better  success. — C.  Willett. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  The  Black  Boy, 
West  Green,  N. — Mr.  Sparling  weighed-in  roach,  largest 
lib.  2oz.,  from  the  Lea. — A.  G.  Hill. 

West  Bam  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coa«h 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  Feb.  25  in  the  match,  and  the  following  weighed-in 
for  prizes  :  Mr.  F.  Homer,  first ;  Mr.  R.  Pummell,  second  ; 
Mr.  Forester,  sen.,  third;  Mr.  F.  Seal,  fourth;  Mr. 
Pearson,  fifth.  The  following  members  weighed-in  fish, 
not  in  the  match :  Mr.  T.  Miller,  roach ;  Mr.  A.  Miller, 
roach  and  bream ;  Mr.  W,  Burling,  roach ;  Mr.  R. 
Pethurst,  roach  and  dace.  I  wish  to  remind  our  members 
that  we  have  a  jick  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel,  on 
March  11,  for  three  prizes;  all  to  go  down  by  the  first 
train  that  leaves  Stratford  at  7.35  a.m. — R.  Low  theb. 


AMATEUR  FISHERMEN'S  ASSOCIATION 
OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

[  We  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  the  following  extracts 
from  the  report  of  the  joint  hon.  secretaries,  and  con- 
gratulate the  association  on  its  success. — Ed.] 

"  In  presenting  our  report  for  the  year  1899,  we  beg  to 
congratulate  the  members  upon  the  increased  power  and 
usefulness  of  the  association,  which  is  a  distinct  fulfilment 
of  the  prophecies  made  by  some  of  our  staunch  old 
members  who  have  been  with  u"  from  our  inception.  So 
much  has  been  done  that  we  can  but  refer  in  the  briefest 
terms  to  it,  but  we  venture  to  think  that  the  members 
when  they  read  this  recapitulation  in  brief  will  be 
astonished. 

"  Membeb.shii'  List. — At  the  clos3  of  1897  we  had 
72  members  ;  at  the  end  of  1898,  130  financial  members  ; 
and  at  the  end  of  1899,  172  financial  members.  These 
fignres  are  striking  proof  of  the  popularity  of  the 
association. 

"Our  thanks  are  first  due  to  those  who  have  so 
kindly  helped  us  voluntarily.  In  not  a  single  instance  has 
any  trophy  been  sought  by  the  club,  and  therefore  we  feel 
proud  that  we  have  had  not  only  the  support  of  outsiders, 
but  that  of  members  of  the  club. 

"  Shark  Island. — In  January  wo  began  an  agitation 
to  secure  Shark  Island  as  a  place  for  public  recreation  for 
the  use  of  the  people  of  the  colony,  instead  of  a  quarantine 
for  dogs,  and  by  persistent  efforts  we  succeeded  in  getting 
the  island  handed  over  to  the  people  in  November.  Our 
thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  II.  J.  Copeland  and  Dr.  J.  Graham, 
M'S  L.A.,  and  our  president  and  vice-presidents,  for  such 
a  succpss. 

"  Deputations. —Several  deputations  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Fisheries  Commissioners  occurred  during 
the  year.  One  asked  for  more  inspectors  at  Port  Hacking 
during  the  absence  of  the  regular  inspector.  The  Fisheries 
Commissioners  granted  the  request.  Another  asked  that 
the  eastern  end  of  Port  Jackson  which  had  never  been 
closed  to  net  fishing  should  be  closed  for  a  period.  This 
also  was  granted.    Two  others  asked  for  the  introduction 


of  an  amended  Fisheries  Bill.  Each  time  favourable 
replies  were  received,  and  on  the  last  occasion  the  rfquest 
was  followed  by  the  introduction  of  a  bill  into  the  L'pper 
Honee  (drafted  by  Mr.  J.  Want,  Q.C.)  by  Colonel  Mackay, 
M.L.A. 

"  PisHEEiES  Bill — Some  of  the  clauses  of  this  till, 
especially  those  allowing  the  Fisher'es  Commissioners  to 
declare  tidal  waters  closed  against  line  as  well  as  net  fish- 
ing, were  opposed  by  us  on  good  grounds.  The  closure  to 
line  fishing  of  such  places  as  Brisbane  Water  (Woy  Woy), 
Sydney  Harbour,  &c  ,  would  mean  the  ruination  of  the 
boat  proprietors  ar.d  accommodation  house  and  hotel 
proprietors,  who  depend  upon  anglers  for  a  living.  So  far 
as  our  members  personally  are  concerned,  the  closure 
against  lice  fishing  would  not  affect  us,  as  we  are  able  to 
visit  places  which  the  general  public  knov/  little  of.  Oor 
action  in  opposing  these  clauses  of  the  bill  is  therefore 
disinterested,  but  we  recognise  that  our  combination  and 
power  cause  us  to  be  looked  to,  to  watch  the  interests  of 
the  fishing  public  and  those  who  cater  for  them.  Several 
M.P.'s  have  promised  to  oppose  the  clauses  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill. 

"BiiiLOGK  al  Station. — Action  in  conjunction  with 
the  University  authorities  in  order  to  induce  the  Govern- 
ment to  grant  funds  and  land  for  the  establishment  of  a 
well-equipped  marine  biological  station  was  taken  during 
the  year,  and  a  tite  was  inspected  at  Rose  Bay  and 
approved  of.  Owing  to  the  trend  of  matters  political, 
however,  it  was  decided  to  let  the  matter  stand  until  a 
Government  which  would  perform  as  well  as  promise 
came  into  power.  The  matter  will  be  renewed  early  this 
year. 

"'Fishing  Gazette.'— We  now  have  filed  the  year's 
issue  of  the  English  paper,  the  FisJiinrj  Oazcttc. 

"  Camp  Cove. — Permission  was  given  to  members  to 
fish  under  conditions  from  the  Military  Wharf,  Camp 
Cove,  by  Major-General  French. 

"The  Teansvaal  Wae  Contingent. — The  associa- 
tion is  worthily  represented  in  the  British  Army  in  South 
Africa  by  two  of  our  members.  Dr.  Fiaschi  and  Dr.  T.  M. 
Martin.  The  assDciation  contributed  £5  Ss,  to  the 
Patriotic  Fund. 

"Port  Hacking  River. — Permission  was  given  to 
members  by  the  National  Park  Trust  to  angle,  not  fish 
with  hand  lines,  in  the  fresh  -  water  river  of  Port 
Hacking. 

"Immature  Fish. — The  association  has  not  ceased  to 
protest  against  the  cipture  of  immature  fish,  especially 
such  valuable  food  fish  as  the  black  bream,  whiting,  and 
red  bream,  and  the  example  of  membars  in  returning  such 
to  the  water  alive  has  largely  deterred  others  from  carrying 
away  the  numerically  large  hauls  which  formerly  were  the 
rule  instead  of  the  exception. 

"Trains. — The  Railway  Commissioners  have  by  request 
placed  special  carriages  at  our  di-posal  for  certain  trips, 
when  a  sufficient  number  of  members  purchased  tickets 
for  the  trip.    The  concession  has  be sn  much  appreciated. 

"  Conceets. — Two  concerts,  in  addition  to  the  Library 
Concert,  were  held  during  the  year,  and  owin?  to  the 
clever  efforts  of  many  performers  proved  very  enjoyable. 

"Ladies  AS  Membees — Twice  during  the  year  mem- 
bers have  advocated  the  advisability  of  admitting  ladies  to 
membership,  the  matter  being  left  over  on  each  occasion 
to  the  annual  meeting.  It  will  be  our  duty  and  pleasure 
to  deal  with  the  matter  at  this  meeting. 

"  List  of  Outings. — A  list  of  outings  kindly  arranged 
by  Mr.  R.  E.  Bistway,  for  January  to  March  31,  has  been 
sent  to  each  member,  and  any  further  particulars  regarding 
the  same  may  be  gleaned  weekly  fron  the  columns  of  the 
Catfish  Budget. 

"  Funds. — We  have  been  watchful  of  the  funds,  and  can 
only  impress  upon  members  the  necessity  for  exercising 
similar  care.  When  our  funds  warrant  it  we  will  perhaps 
be  able  to  have  our  own  central  club  room,  with  caretaker, 
&o. 

"'Catfish    Budget'.— We    cannot    close  without 
referring  in  terms  of  praise  and  thankfulness  to  the  kindly 
assistance  rendered  by  the  budget,  edited  by  Mr.  R.  E. 
Eastway,  and  we  wish  the  little  paper  continued  success. 
"  C.  Thackeray  ) 
"  J.  P.  Willis       [■  Joint  Hon.  Sees." 
"  G.  Hollingdale ) 
[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Thackeray,  the  founder  of 
the  society,  for  information  seat. — Ep.  F.G.}. 


qUEER  FISHES. 
"  Mos  t  curious  creatures,"  says  the  Fatnilij  Doctor, 
"  are  the  nest  building  fishes  of  the  Saragosso.  A  writer 
in  '  Cornhill '  declares  that  '  when  amid  the  islets  of  the 
Saragosso  Sea  sometimes  the  grapnel  brought  up  compact 
balls  of  weed_  about  the  size  of  a  Dutch  cheese,  numbers 
of  tough  glutinous  threads  serving  to  bind  the  fronds 
together.  The  substance  resembled  isinglass,  acd  I 
subsequently  found  a  pair  of  fishes  (Antennarius)  in  the 
centre  of  a  loose  bunch  of  weed  in  the  very  act  of 
excreting  the  filmy  threads  to  weave  with,  strings  of  ova 
afterwards  being  deposited  thereon.  The  tenacity  of  the 
threads  is  so  great  that  one  is  unable  to  pull  them  asunder. 
The  embryonic  fish  ware  visible  under  the  microscope, 
beautifal  objects  for  blood  circulation ;  several  hundred 
young  fishes  afterwards  hatched  in  a  bucket  of  water. 
The  brilliant  colours — yellow,  brown,  and  white — of  the 
Antennarius  harmonise  perfectly  with  the  prevailing  tone 
of  the  weed.  The  body,  curiously  thick  in  proportion  to 
the  length,  measured  5in.  to  6in. ,  with  an  enormous  head 
and  ugly  month.  It  had  an  extraordinary  capacity  for 
inflation,  swelling  suddenly  into  a  tight  ball  if  agitated. 
The  eyes  were  bright  green  ;  elongated  yellow  tubercles 
covered  the  body  or  fringed  the  fins.  The  tail  became 
attenuated  after  the  manner  of  an  angle  fish,  to  which  it 
is  related.   A  notable  character  of  the  Antennarius  is  the 
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modification  of  thepestoral  fins,  which  are.  prolonged  from 
^6  carpal  joints  (or  wrists)  into  regular  claspers,  or  fingsra. 
The  organ  IS  j a st  like  a  hand,  an  appendage  possessed  by  fish 
of  the  Pediculati  group,  which  is  extremely  useful  in  cling- 
ing to  any  substance.  With  bodies  remarkably  distended, 
the  male  and  female  both  adherpd  with  all  their  might  to 
the  weed.  In  more  than  500  hauls  I  only  took  the  one  pair 
of  Antennarius,  which  is  the  only  nest  builder  mentioned 
by  Moseley.  " 


1  UEAR  with  great  pleasure  that  Mr.  A.  G.  Reid  the 
passf  nger  superintendent  of  the  Great  North  of  Scotland 
KaUway  for  so  many  years,  will,  during  the  present 
week,  take  np  the  position  of  trereral  manager  of  the 
Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  We.xford  Eiilway,  and  very  many 
anglers  and  tourists  will  join  in  sincere  congratulations 
to  him  on  his  new  appointment,  and  in  th»  hops  that  he 
may  long  be  spired  to  give  his  valuable  services  to  the 
railway  world. 


Mr.  Deuc  hae,  who  for  a  considerable  time  has  held 
an  appointment  in  the  general  manager's  department,  has 
been  appointed  supsrintendent  of  the  Great  North  of 
Scot/and  Railway. 


,4^"  writes  :  "  A  vary  curious  hybrid  was 
caught  at  Weybridge  in  Locke  King's  water  on  Saturday 
by  one  of  th?  members  of  the  Wimbledon  Piscatorials. 
Ihe  head  and  mouth  of  the  fish  were  distinctly  like  a 
cirp,  the  wattles  being  most  pronounced.  Running  from 
the  head  to  the  tail,  just  under  and  parallel  with  the 
dorsal  fin,  was  one  single  row  of  large  scales,  evidently  also 
thosa  of  a  carp,  but  the  extraordinary  part  about  the 
matter  was  that  the  remainder  of  the  ffish's  body  was 
quite  smooth  and  destitute  of  scales.  It  was  also  slimy, 
and  resembled  a  tench  in  colouring  and  shape.  The  fish 
weighed  lib.  as  nearly  as  possible,  and  was  9in.  long.  I 
did  not_  see  the  strange  thing  myself,  but  the  above 
description  was  given  me  by  the  captor.  Could  it  have 
been  a  cross  between  a  carp  and  a  tench,  or,  if  not,  what  ?  " 
 >»«»<  

Many  readers  who  fish  the  Moy  and  Loughs  Conn, 
Cullen.  and  Mask  will  learn  with  regret  of  tlie  death  of 
Mr.  James  A.  McNab,  which  took  place  at  the  Park  Hotel, 
Preston,  on  Sunday,  Feb.  18.  Mr.  McNab  was  an 
enthusiastic  fisherman,  and  wee  particularly  well  known 
and  respected  by  the  peasantry  around  the  districts  named. 
 >  »  »  ♦  <  

Mb.  Lacy,  who  rente  the  Langford  Mill  water,  has  met 
with  fair  sport  this  week,  although  the  water  was  very 
thick,  some  parts  of  it  being  quite  unfishable.  Roach  and 
eels  were  caught,  and  several  pike,  one  nearly  61b  ,  and 
one  of  15Jlb. 


The  iSinth  Annual  Fisheries  Exhibition  will  open  at 
the  Royal  Aquarium  on  Thursday  next.  The  display  will 
be  quite  equal  to  its  predecessors,  and  of  much  interest  to 
the  angling  community.  The  Westminster  Palace  has 
been  enjoying  much  success  with  its  recent  exhibitions, 
and  will  doubtless  find  it  continue  during  the  run  of  the 
I  isheries.  The  powerful  programme  will,  of  course,  be 
continued  daily. 

It  is  rarely  that  I  have  had  a  pleasanter  week-end  than 
the  last '  as  ever  was."  The  fan  commenced  early.  In 
comosny  with  a  brother  B.8.A.S.  (yon  may  preach  me  to 
death  with  wild  curates,  but  I  will  not  mention  his  name), 
I  started  from  the  abode  of  bliss  from  which  the  ' Ft. "king 
Gi^zrtte  emanates.  Taking  a  carriage  and  pair  (Note  by 
printer  s  reader— Don't  you  mean  omnibus  ?  Please  mind 
your  own  interference,  and  follow  your  copy.—"  Drag."), 
we  had  reached  Ludgate-circus  in  safety,  when  a  lady  wished 
to  get  out.  (There  you  are,  I  knew  it  was  an  omnibus.— 
P •  R-)-  !^he  picked  up  my  friend's  bag  in  the  jauntiest 
and  most  light-hearted  fashion,  and  was  preparing  to 
alight,  when  my  companion  protested  in  that  polite  and 
courtly  manner  which  everyone  who  knows  him  will 
recognise.  "Madam,"  said  he,  "  yon  have  taken  my  bag." 


"  tJ'J  hon,"  replied  the  lady,  "  it  ain't  youm.  it's  mine." 
\Vell,  I  left  these  two  to  argue  the  matter  out  in  their  own 
way.  "  One  thing  brought  up  another,"  as  usual,  and 
matters  were  getting  pretty  warm.  The  fair  disputant 
told  my  fnend  that  he  was  "  no  lidy,"  which,  by  the  way, 
was  perfectly  true.  He  stuck  out  that  the  bag  was  his. 
Neither  party  would  budge  an  inch,  a  deadlock  was 
reached,  and  then  I  thought  it  was  time  to  interpose. 
"Perhaps,"  I  meekly  suggested,  "if  the  bag  belongs  to 
you,  madam,  you  can  say  what  is  in  it."  Of  course  she 
knew,  but  was  it  likely,  she  inquired,  "  that  she  was  goin' 
to  'ave  all  her  things  took  hout  in  a  'bus  ;  not  nhe."  Then 
followed  some  polite  inquiries  as  to  who  I  might  be  when 
I  was  at 'ome,  I  was  "an  interferin' old 'umbug,"  and 
various  other  terms  of  endearment  were  lavishly  bestowed 
upon  me,  and  I  was  told  to  "  go  to  the  devil  for  a  prating 
fool."  I'utting  on  my  best  and  most  impressive  manner, 
I  assured  the  good  dame  I  was  not  in  want  of  such  an 
article  juat  then,  and  I  might  have  added  that  if  I  had 
been  tuch  a  long  journey  waH  unnecessary  to  procure  it- 
one  was  nearer  to  hand. 


HowK\  KE,  as  the  only  way  to  settle  the  disputed  ownor- 
ship,  after  much  argufication  it  wus  arranged  to  open  the 
bag.  The  result  settled  the  matter  in  my  friend's  favour. 
On  the  top  was  a  large  bottle  labelled  "  Cough  Mixture  " 


(which  I  have  the  best  of  reasons  for  knowing  contained 
extra  special  Scotch).  Then  came  a  weird  collection  of 
string,  metal,  and  "sich,"  which  I  learn  was  some  new 
fingled  boom.  We  were  going  sea  fishing,  but  the  lady 
thought  they  were  surgicil  instruments.    Then  came 

many  other  things,  and,  lastly,  a  pair  of  .    Here  the 

good  dime  threw  up  the  contest  and  fainted  away.  Her 
mo3e:ty  could  not  stand  the  shook. 


T  ■^^^^^'^  London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway  to 
Leigh  for  Mr.  Hussey's  lantern  lecture  at  the  Ship. 
Beyond  saying  that  it  was  one  of  the  finest  exhibitions  of 
lantern  slides  I  have  ever  seen,  I  shall  not  allude  to  the 
show,  as  I  am  pleased  to  say  I  have  persuaded  the 
lecturer  to  repeat  the  entertainment  in  London  for  the 
benefit  of  the  T.A.P.8.  and  the  T.R.A.  "Will  'the 
boys '  come  and  help  me  to  make  the  entertainment  a 
success  if  I  give  it  in  London  ?  "  queried  Charles.  I 
promised  "the  boys"  would,  so  I  will  ask  yon  all,  on  a 
date  to  be  named  in  the  future,  to  come  to  this  splendid 
entertainment,  because  you  will  have  a  most  enjoyable 
evening— that  I  can  promise— and  yos  will  at  .the  same 
time  be  helping  to  improve  the  fishing  on  our  grand  old 
river,  two  objects  which  carry  their  own  recommendation, 
and  which  no  words  of  mine  are  required  to  emubasise. 

A  MENTION  of  my  visit  to  Leigh  would  be  incomplete 
without  a  word  of  thanks  to  Host  Homewood  and  his  good 
wife  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  they  exerted 
themselves  to  make  our  stay  with  them  agreeable.  The 
"  Ship  "  is  one  of  those  houses  where  you  feel  at  home  at 
once,  and  both  host  and  hostess  spare  no  pains  to  make 
their  visitors  comfortable,  as  every  angler  who  has  been  to 
Leigh  knows  well.  Once  more,  thank  jou,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Homewood,  for  your  attention. 

 »♦<♦<  

Scene  ;  Fleet-street.  Dicner-time  on  Tuesday  last. 
Two  workmen  spelling  out  Lord  Roberts's  account  of  the 
surrender  of  Cronje.  "  I  hope  that  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment will  _  consider  this  event  satisfactory,"  read  one. 
"Yus,  Bill,"  replied  the  other,  "you  may  wire  to 
'  Bobs  '  and  say  that  it's  a  bit  of  orl  right,  and  that  me 
and  Sorlsbry  and  the  (^ueen  is  very  pleased.  '  Satis- 
factory' ain't  quite  the  word."  Certainly  a  new  word 
must  be  coined  to  express  the  feelings  of  the  nation  at 
such  a  splendid  feat  of  arms. 


Latest  from  Pretoria  :  I'resident  Kruger  has  cancelled 
a  large  contract  for  stockings  for  the  Boer  army.  Tbey 
will  not  be  required,  as  it  is  understood  Lord  Roberts 
intends  giving  them  "  socks." 


I  AM  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Robert 
Goldsworthy  Tucker,  of  Southend,  one  more  victim  to 
influenza  and  its  complications.  Like  another  valued 
medical  friend  who  has  recently  been  taken  from  us,  dear 
old  Dr.  Brunton,  Dr.  Tucker  was  a  keen  and  expert  fly- 
fisher,  and  nothing  pleased  him  better  than  a  few  days 
amongst  the  trout  and  grayling.  He  was  a  good  all-round 
sportsman,  a  true  and  loyal  friend,  and  a  kind  and 
courteous  gentleman.  During  the  Franco-Prussian  war 
the  doctor  did  tplendid  service  in  attending  to  the 
wounded,  and  so  highly  were  his  humane  efforts  appre- 
ciated that  he  was  decorated  both  by  the  French  and 
German  governments,  a  rare  distinction.— jB  I.P. 

_  The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next,  March  5,  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden  Lane,  Covent  Garden,  at 
8.30.  After  the  business  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("Old  I/.aak  ") 
will  read  a  short  paper,  entitled  "  The  Early  History  of 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society." 


Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley  writes:  "  Whilst  fishing  for  salmon 
in  the  Shannon,  near  Ballyvalley,  Killaloe.  on  Friday,  the 
Rev.  Mervyn  Archdall,  Chaplain  to  the  Forces,  hooked, 
played,  and  killed  a  very  fine  trout,  weighing  101b.  It 
was  exactly  at  the  same  spot  that  Mrs.  Hope,  of  Maiden- 
head, caught  the  magnificent  l  llb.  trout  last  season,  and 
also  where  Miss  Starkie,  an  English  lady,  landed  a  hand- 
some 81b.  trout  last  autumn." 


H.  J.  WmoHAsi,  the  correspondent  of  Scrihiwr\s 
Magazine,  who  is  now  with  Methuen's  division  at  the 
Modder  River,  has  had  very  good  fortune  in  getting  his 
articles  and  photographs  to  this  country  promptly. 
Srrili)iei-'x  has  been  the  first  of  the  magazines  to  publish 
articles  written  on  the  field  of  battle.  Mr.  Whigham's 
article  iri  the  March  number  will  describe  three  fights. 
All  the  illustrations  are  from  his  own  films,  which  were 
developed  after  they  reached  this  country. 


A  SELKCTION  from  P.  C.  G.'s  cartoons,  which  have  been 
appearing  in  the  WestmitiKtcr  Gazette  of  late,  vvill  be 
issued  in  book  form  immediately.  The  volume  gives  what 
is  practically  a  pictorial  history  of  the  negotiations  on  the 
TrariBvaal  i|neetion  which  ended  with  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities,  and  of  the  political  situations  created  at  home 
by  the  course  of  the  war.  Further,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
previous  issues  of  Mr.  P.  Carruthers  Gould's  Westminster 
Cartoons,  there  will  be  two  editions— a  limited  edition-de- 
luxe, printed  on  fine  paper  and  bound  in  buckram,  and  a 
popular  edition  in  coloured  paper  wrapper.  "The  publica- 
tion forms  the  fourth  series  of  the  Westminster  Cartoons, 
and  will  be  issued  from  the  ollices  of  the  WcslminMcr 
Gazelle,  Tudor-street,  City,  E.G. 

 >♦»»  <  

At  a  meeting  of  the  Windsor  and  Kton  Angling 
Prcservfttion   Association   held   on   Monday   last  the 


secretary  reported  that  about  a  fortnight  since  2700  roach, 
150  dace,  160  perch,  and  72  jack  were  turned  into  the 
river ;  the  popular  chairman  of  the  association  (Mr. 
Arthur  Brown)  stated  that  it  was  his  intention  to  defray 
the  cost  of  this  consighment,  and  handed  a  cheque  for  £5 
to  the  secretary  for  the  same.  Mr.  Brown  has  also  during 
the  past  few  months  turned  into  the  river  over 
perch. 

 >■»«■»<  

On  Tuesday  evening  last,  at  the  Gresham,  there  being 
little  to  relate  re  fishing  experiences,  the  good  news  that 
'  Our  Bobs"  had  rubbed  something  off  the  slate  fired  the 
patriotism  of  even  "  peaceful  anglers."  The  fact  that  the 
F.  G.  Wounded  Soldiers'  Tobacco  Fund  was  being  served 
out  to  men  who  were  pleased  and  proud  to  be  thought  of 
resulted  in  another  sovereign  being  collected. 


Ar.Tuoucin  there  was  plenty  of  "  business  "  before  the 
members  of  the  B.S  A.S.  on  Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  23, 
at  the  Rainbow  Tavern,  15,  Fleet-street  (the  occasion 
being  the  annual  general  meeting),  there  was  still  time  to 
suggest  that  our  brave  soldiers  who  are  fighting  oub 
battles  should  not  be  forgotten.  "  Host "  Cooksley  came 
out  with  a  quotation.  "Bis  dat  qui  cits  ilat."  The 
result  being  that  the  sum  of  ^£2  43.  was  collected  in  the 
room.  The  charming  young  lady  who  serves  the  "  boys  " 
with  refreshments  (Miss  Kitty  Plashman)  went  round 
with  the  tambourine. 

 >»»■»■<  

Mr.  Bambridge  writes:  "Dear  Sir,  throughout  th«i 
Thames  millions  of  fish  will  be  left  behind  after  this  flood. 
Are  measures  being  taken  for  their  recovery  ?  as  after  the 
last  flood  water  many  millions  were  lost  in  the  neighbour: 
hood  I  know  of.  In  fact,  the  stench  was  so  bad  along  the 
road  that  complaints  were  made.  I  did  the  work  for  years 
in  this  neighbourhood,  and  if  London  anglers  wish  to  save 
the  fish  I  shall  be  pleased  to  lend  nets  and  my  salmon 
waders,  punt,  pails,  &o. ;  or  if  they  will  subscribe  a  five 
pound  note  to  the  local  preservation  society  here  I  will  do 
the  work  gratis." 

 >♦»♦  <  

Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  stores  supplied  to  some 
of  the  forces  going  to  the  front,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
personal  equipment  of  the  volunteers  has  beeo  well  looked 
after.  For  instance,  the  members  of  Mr.  Paget's  Imperial 
Yeomanry  Corps  have  been  furnished  with  two  pairs  of 
Waukenphast's  handsewn  boots,  and  the  cycle  corps  of  the 
City  of  London  Imperial  Volunteers  was  also  supplied 
with  special  boots  by  the  same  firm. 

 >  »»• <  

The  Cancek  Hospital  (Free),  Brompton,  London, 
S.W._ — The  forty-ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  Governors 
of  this  charity  was  held  in  the  board  room  of  the  hospital, 
on  Wednesday,  Feb.  28,  Sir  George  S.  Measom  J. P., 
presiding.  From  the  report  of  the  committee  it  appeared 
that  during  the  past  year  2464  new  patients  were  tieated, 
827  being  in  and  1637  out-patients,  whilst  the  total  number 
of  attendances  of  out-patients  was  12,448.  The  most 
modern  advances  in  operative  surgery  have  been  noted  and 
introduced  into  the  practice  of  the  hospital,  and  numerous 
operations  of  a  serious  character,  which  would  have  been 
utterly  impossible  a  few  years  ago,  have  been  performed 
with  remarkably  successful  results.  The  valuable  clinical 
experience  of  the  hospital  is  much  appreciated  by  a 
large  number  of  British  and  foreign  medical  visitors. 
The  pathologist's  report  show*  d  that  microscopical  exami- 
nations had  taken  place  on  258  cases,  many  of  which  were ' 
bacteriological.  It  was  reported  that  the  committee  had 
under  consideration  a  scheme  for  the  irbprovement  of  the 
nurses'  quarters,  and  the  chairman  asked  for  help  from  all 
so  as  to  assist  in  carrying  out  this  much-needed  alteration. 
The  Samaritan  Funds  had  proved  of  great  advantage  to 
the  patients  in  assisting  them  to  go  to  their  own  hemes 
and  to  convalescent  homes.  Several  letters  of  thanks  from 
patients  who  had  been  admitted  and  ditoharged  were  read 
at  the  meeting,  which  show  the  gratitude  and  appreciation 
of  the  manner  in  which  they  bad  been  treated.  The 
report  and  balance-sheet  were  adopted,  and  the  usual 
votes  of  thanks  accorded,  after  which  the  proceedinga 
terminated. 

"It  is  to  be  noted,"  says  the  Kiening  Nen-f,  "that 
certain  writers  and  critics  of  to-day,  very  high  up  too  on 
the  list,  are  gciog  in  for  fantastic  forms  of  sneech.  They 
have  lugged  out  the  obsolete  '  albeit.'  and' '  'twas,'  and 
'  oertes,'  and  are  peppering  their  essays  with  these  and  the 
like.  But  this  is  not  (luite  so  painful  as  the  conduct  of 
the  particularly  distirguished  critic  who  speaks  of  Izaak 
Walton  as  '  the  immortal  piscatory  linendraper.'  Rather 
than  this  one  would  have  any  number  of  '  succulent 
bivalves  '  for  oysters  and  '  slaves  of  the  pen'  for  writers." 


The  Angler'' s  Reeonl  is  once  more  to  hand,  and  is  brim 
full  of  interesting  matter.  There  is  a  first-rate  portrait  of 
"  Our  President  "  (Mr.  P.  M.  Slater),  and  which  will  be 
"  hung  up"  in  my  den.  I  can  only  say  that  the  smart 
little,  bright  little  paper  (the  .1.  K.)  is  "  all  alive  oh  !"). 


On  Wednesday  evening,  March  7,  Mr.  Gorton,  a 
member  of  the  Greenwich  A.8.,  will  give  a  lantern  lecture 
before  the  members  and  friends,  entitled  "  A  Trip  to  South 
Africa."  The  slides  are  lent  by  that  up-to-date  company, 
the  Castle  Line  (Donald  Currie).  The  "show"  com- 
mences at  nine  o'clock.    Be  in  time  ! 

A  RICH  lady,  cured  cf  her  deafness  and  noises  in  the 
head  by  Dr.  Nicholson's  artificial  ear  drums,  gave  £1000 
to  his  institute,  so  that  deaf  people  unable  to  procure  the 
car  drums  may  have  them  free.  Apply  to  Department  A., 
The  Institute,  "  Longoott,"  Qunnersbury,  London,  W. 

Draiink  I . 
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Mr.  C.  H.  ByvTATERS  preiided  over  Monday's  meeting, 
when  there  was  a  good  attendance  of  membari  present. 
Mr.  K.  Bradford  exhibited  a  nice  dish  of  mixed  fiah, 
including  a  chub  of  31b.  2  iz.  taken  on  a  gudgem.  The 
catch  came  from  p-ivate  water.  It  was  reported  that  the 
Lambooroe  wae  quite  clear,  but  the  Keanet  was  aomewhat 
coloured  and  higo.  Sport  on  the  latter  had  been  poor, 
two  of  the  membera  who  visited  Newbury  hiving  done  but 
little.  From  Uibridge  news  was  received  that  the  Colne 
was  on  the  rise  again,  and  was  very  fast  and  thick. 
Despite  these  drawbacks,  Messrs.  W.  G.  Fletcher  and 
M.  G.  E.  de  Conrcy  had  taken  some  nice  roach  up 
to  lib  4oz.  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman  then  made  an 
iotereeting  communication  re  baits  for  bottom  fish.  He 
said  that  anglers  seemed  to  him  to  pin  their 
faith  too  much  to  gentles,  crust,  worms,  ajid 
paste.  He  thought  the  experiment  might  be  tried  with 
advantage  of  disoovering  a  natural  bait  as  good  as  oaddis. 
By  means  of  a  mnslin  net  one  could  grope  amongst  the 
mud  and  weeds  in  a  river  and  examine  the  haul  for 
moUusos,  larvae  and  snails,  and  try  these  on  the  hook.  He 
thought  it  quite  possible  that  something  might  come  of  it. 
He  intended  to  make  an  examination  himself,  and  should 
his  labours  meet  with  success  he  would  impart  his  know- 
ledge to  the  members  at  some  future  meeting.  On  the 
question  of  strange  baits  the  chairman  mentioned 
that  at  Newbury  he  had  caught  dace  with— f  -infeies 
Another  member  had  taken  fish  with  snails,  and  yet  a 
third  used  to  ground-bait  (if  the  word  may  be  employed 
in  this  connection)  with  rum  I  The  way  this  was  managed 
was  as  follows :  A  sponge  was  obtained,  then  a  piece  of 
strong  string  and  a  stone  with  a  hole  in  it.  The  sponge 
was  tied  on  to  the  string,  and  the  latter  passed  through 
the  hole  in  the  stone.  The  sponge  was  saturated  with 
rum  and  dropped  in  the  spot  to  be  ground-baited.  The 
augler  pulled  the  string,  and  there  you  were,  don't  you 
know  I  Every  time  it  was  desired  to  let  loose  some  of  the 
liquid  the  aforesaid  string  was  pulled.  It  was  not  stated, 
however,  whether  this  system  met  with  any  success — the 
protwbility  is  that  it  did  not,  or  one  would  have  hoard 
again  of  it.  On  the  question  of  the  spawning  of  e^ls,  Capt. 
Hayward  Pinch  said  that,  on  locking  into  the  question, 
he  had  found  that  one  obscure  German  authority 
positively  asserted  that  eels  had  been  found  in  spawn, 
and  that  the  milt  of  the  male  was  very  unlike 
that  of  any  other  fish.  Capt.  Pinch  wae  still  pursuing  his 
researches,  and  promised  to  report  progress  again  later  on. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  who  always  has  something  of  intereit 
to  impart,  handed  round  the  backbone  of  a  jick.  Mr. 
Brown  said  that  some  time  ago  he  reported  the  capture  of  a 
jack  which  on  being  brought  up  to  the  net  spun  round 
like  an  Archimedean  screw.  He  accordingly  had  the  back- 
bone preserved  for  him,  and  found  that  it  had  a  double 
crook  in  it,  which  doubtless  caused  it  to  revolve  in  the 
water  like  a  corkscrew.  The  bone  was  examined  with  care 
by  those  present.  Next  Monday  a  paper  is  to  be  read  by 
Mr.  Chas.  H.  Wheeley.  It  goes  without  saying  that  Mr, 
Wheeley,  as  is  ever  his  wont,  will  dish  up  something 
exceptionally  entertaining,  and  members  will  do  well  to 
accord  bim  a  large  and  hearty  support. 

M.  G.  E.  DE  C. 
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the  disappointment  of  hearing  no  narratives  of  sport  made 
■11  feel  somewhat  sorrowful  and  kindly  disposed  aa  ever  to 
the  Tommies  away,  so  a  third  collection  for  Mr.  Marston's 
Tobaco  )  Fund  was  made — £1  this  time.  Thia  led  off  to 
anxious  inqairies  of  late  comers  for  th<5  latest  war  news, 
and  when  pirticulars  were  obtained  of  the  number 
of  guns  captured  and  of  prisoners  taken  by  Lord 
Roberts  there  was  great  rejoicing  indeed.  Patriotism 
got  the  better  of  angling,  and  Mr.  Connellan  rose 
to  propose  a  toast  of  the  health  of  Lord  Roberts  and 
the  boys  who  were  away  enduring  hardships,  and  spending 
their  blood  and  strength  fighting  in  the  great  cause  of 
equal  rights  for  all  men.  He  said  England  wa«  most 
beneficent  to  every  race  over  which  she  had  to  exeicise 
power.  Wherever  she  was  the  dominant  power  every  man 
had  the  same  rights  and  enjoyed  the  same. liberty,  more 
than  was  the  case  with  any  other  government  in  the  world. 
He  was  not  a  rebel  Irishman,  and  was  sorry  his  country- 
men could  not  see  that  they  would  be  benefited  by  a 
friendly  recognition  of  England's  goodwill  towards  them. 
But  they  had  been  brought  up  under  old  traditions  and 
prejudices,  and  therefore  were  perhaps  not  altogether  to 
blame.  It  must  have  gladdened  the  heart  and  made  the 
pulse  of  every  man  throb  with  joy  who  was  not  an  enemy 
of  this  c  juntry  when  the  news  of  Cronje's  surrender  came 
this  Tuesdiy  morning.  All  arms  had  fought  with  the 
greatest  ardour.  One  day  we  heard  of  the  Dublin 
Fusiliers,  another  of  the  Canadians,  then  of  the  Welsh,  and 
of  the  Shropshires.  In  fact,  they  were  all  good  fighting 
fellows.  Fortunately  they  were  led  by  a  great  fighting 
man  in  Lord  Roberts,  and  he  hoped  that  the  advantage 
gained  that  day  would  be  the  means  of  bringing  this 
horrible  war  to  an  early  close,  and  a  favourable  settlement 
arrived  at.  It  was  not  unreasonable  to  hope  that  the 
Boer  would  now  respect  us,  and  when  he  found  how  much 
better  he  would  be  for  an  honest  government  we  should  be 
able  to  live  together  on  terms  of  mutual  respect  and  good- 
will. The  toast  was  drunk  with  enthusiasm,  and  on  sing- 
ing "  God  Save  the  Qaeen,"  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
olmir,  a  pleasant  evening  was  dissolved.        Hon,  Sec. 


ilofcs  from  i^e  ^ort^. 

After  a  weary  wait  the  spring  salmon  angler  is  at  last 
haviog  his  turn.  The  rivers  are  weU  stocked  with  fresh 
run  fish,  and  the  results  for  the  next  two  months  at  least 
should  be  most  gratifying. 

The  Dee  is  said  to  be  teemin  >;  with  fish  from  the  lower 
waters  for  fifty  miles  inland,  thanks  to  the  fine  opan 
January  weather  and  the  timely  floods. 

The  Kelsall  and  the  Sherbrook  are  the  two  flies  moat  in 
demand  on  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Dee.  Milne,  Trinity- 
street,  Aberdeen,  has  been  sending  them  out  by  the 
dozen,  and  the  cry  is  for  more. 

2Jin.  irons  have  been  in  common  vogue  on  the  iower 
Dee  waters,  but  larger  sizes  have  even  been  requisitioned. 


many  warm  hearts  and  well  wishers.  May  she  be  long 
spared  to  make  many  a  jolly  basket  of  trout  on  Loch 
Muiok,  or  finnock  on  the  Oruden  Bum. 

The  Dee  Fishery  Board  are  very  jealous  of  their 
interests,  and  bate  just  been  sucopssful  in  moving  the 
powers  that  be  to  attend  to  a  threatened  pollution  from 
the  CuUer  Paper  Mills.  Dr.  Watt,  the  medical  ofBeer  of 
health,  has  been  specially  charged  to  take  the  case  in 
hand.  Special  Scotch. 


Iprdvincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  with  Mr.  G.  Stanley, 
of  exhibition  fame,  to  have  a  second  display  of  specimen 
and  rare  fish  at  the  forthcoming  Trades  Exhibition  at 
Bingley  Hall,  Birmingham,  which  will  open  on  Monday, 
March  26th  next.  Last  year  the  display  of  fish  was  one 
of  the  features  of  the  show,  and  was  a  great  attraction. 
The  cases  numbered  close  upon  300,  and  were  sent  in  by 
the  clubs,  and  also  private  gentlemen  outside  the  Birming- 
ham Association.  Some  splendid  specimens  of  pike, 
chub,  roach,  and  bream  were  on  view,  but  very  few 
specimen  trout  j  but  this  year  we  shall  have  a  better  show 
of  game  fish,  including  a  salmon  of  about  201b.  Last  year 
only  about  twenty-four  clubs  were  represented,  inde- 
pendent of  private  exhibits,  but  this  year  the  clubs  will 
be  better  represented,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the 
competition  will  be  more  keen,  as  since  the  last 
display  the  clubs  have  gone  in  for  preserving  the 
specimen  fish  caught  by  their  members.  Mr,  Stanley 
has  again  decided  to  give  the  sum  of  £20  for  prizes 
for  the  following  specimen  fish,  namely :  Pike,  perch, 
chub,  roach,  dace,  bream,  trout,  grayling,  and  tench,  and 
prizes  for  rare  fish  not  included  in  this  list.  Two  special 
prizes  will  be  given  to  the  club  who  sends  the  largest 
number  of  cases.  A  special  prize  consisting  of  a  silver 
cup  of  the  value  of  five  guineas  will  be  given  to  the  owner 
of  the  lest  specimen  pike  taken  since  Jan.  1,  1899.  This 
will  bring  about  a  keen  competition,  as  about  twenty  pike 
have  been  set  up  since  the  date  mentioned.  With  the 
view  of  a  large  number  of  fish  being  sent  to  the  exhibition 
a  large  space  has  been  set  apart  in  one  of  the  most 
prominent  parts  of  the  hall.  The  whole  of  the  money  will 
be  awarded  for  prizes,  and  the  whole  of  the  expenses  of 
postage,  printing,  &o.,  will  be  defrayed  by  Mr.  Stanley. 
The  presidents  and  secretaries  of  clubs  forwarding  fish  will 
recsive  a  free  pass,  which  will  be  given  to  all  members 
exhibiting  fish,  to  admit  them  at  any  time,  and  also  to  the 
president  and  secretary  of  the  clubs  to  which  they  are 
sent  from.  The  exhibition  will  open  on  March  26,  and 
close  upon  June  9.  Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  of  Worcester,  will 
act  as  judge;  Mr.  0.  White,  the  secretary  of  the 
Birmingham  Angling  Association,  has  the  arrangements  in 
hand.  Circulars  will  be  sent  out  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days  giving  full  particulars  as  to  when  the  fish  should  be 
sent.  The  Queen's  Head  Society  held  a  concert  on 
Tuesday  evening  last  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Snow-hill,  in 
aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Birmingham  Daily  Mail  reservists' 
fund.  The  large  room  was  crowded  to  excess.  A  fine 
array  of  talent  turned  up,  which  made  the  evening  very 
enjoyable.  W.  Edge,  Esq.,  presided, and  kept  the  concert 
going  with  a  spirit  which  left  nothing  to  be  desired. 
During  the  few  hours  of  fine  weather  that  we  had  during 
last  week  some  decent  pike  were  taken  from  Crotton 
Heservoir.  Near  Barnt  Green  some  very  good  roach 
were  also  taken  from  the  canal  at  Fazeley, 
The  largest  was  taken  by  Mr.  Cook  of  the 
Sc.  John's  Society  ;  it  weighed  lib.  4|oz. — not  so  bad  for 
a  oanal  roach.  This  canal  contains  some  good  perch. 
When  the  season  opens  in  June  next  this  canal  will  be 
very  much  patronised  by  a  large  number  of  clubs  for 
contests.  Since  my  last  notes  were  forwarded  we  have 
had  a  lot  more  rain — in  fact,  all  our  rivers  are  unfishable, 
and  the  fields  adjacent  to  the  rivers  are  all  under  water, 
and  there  looks  very  little  prospect  for  any  river  fishing 
this  side  the  close  season.  The  Birmingham  Association's 
annual  delegates  dinner,  which  takes  place  at  the  Metro- 
pole  Hotel,  High-street,  on  Saturday,  March  10  next, 
lo(  ks  like  beating  all  records.  All  the  tickets  have  been 
issued  and  more  are  being  asked  for.  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis 
Bund  and  the  chief  railway  officials  in  Birmingham  have 
been  asked,  and,  no  doubt,  will  attend.  Dinner  on  the 
table  at  6  80  prompt. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Torrential  rains  have  again  fallen  in  the  Fen  District, 
and  the  outlook  has  got  from  bad  to  worse.  There  is  no 
possibility  of  angling  being  resumed  for  some  time  to 
come,  if  even  at  all  during  the  present  season.  All  the 
rivers  and  drains  are  yet  in  a  state  of  heavy  flood,  which 
at  the  time  of  writing  showed  very  little  sign  of  abate- 
ment. On  Wednesday  I  travelled  from  Lincoln  to  Boston, 
a  distance  of  thirty-two  milea  along  the  side  of  the 
Witham,  and  I  never  saw  the  river  so  choke  full.  On  the 
reaches  between  Lincoln  and  Bardney  the  land  was 
flooded  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see,  and  on  both  sides 
thousands  of  acres  are  under  water.  At  Chapel  Hill, 
where  the  Sleaf ord  canal  j  jins  the  main  river,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  raise  the  banks  some  3ft.  or  4ft.  in  order  to 
prevent  the  residents  being  flooded  out.  I  hear  roach 
fishermen  have  been  trying  their  luck  on  the  Bain,  but 
here,  as  elsewhere,  the  swoUen  condition  of  the  stream 
has  almost  entirely  precluded  the  possibility  of  sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
Although  all  our  local  waters  have  been  more  or  less  in 
flood  and  out  o:  condition,  and  the  weather  not  very 
favourable  for  angling  operations,  yet  leveral  anf lers  have 


Mb.  Bentlet  and  Mr.  Norman  divided  the  honours  of 
chairmanship  at  the  committee  and  ordinary  meetings 
held  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  What  is  likely  to  prove 
an  unusually  attractive  programme  for  the  ensuing  twelve 
months  was  finally  arranged  for,  and  printed  details,  no 
doubt,  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  members  in  the  course 
of  a  week  or  two.  At  the  annual  dinner,  VV.  Senior,  Esq. 
(Red  Spinner),  has  consented  to  preside.  That  is  the  first 
good  feature.  Then  we  have  decided  to  give  four  Bohemian 
concerts  in  place  of  two  as  formerly,  being  encouraged 
by  the  succefS  of  the  last  two,  under  adverse  conditions  it 
will  be  remembered.  A  picnic  and  casting  tournament  at 
Kelvedon,  on  Saturday,  June  30,  is  an  item  which  members 
and  their  lady  friends  should  welcome  and  attend  in  great 
numbers.  Outings  formerly  arranged  for  Tuesdays  have 
not  been  so  largely  patronised  as  the  committee  would 
have  liked,  anl  this  is  attributed  to  Tuesday  being  too 
near  ttie  middle  of  the  week  to  enable  business  men  to 
get  away  without  worry  and  trouble,  therefore  it  has  been 
decided  to  fix  the  fishing  outings  on  Saturdays  in  future 
as  an  experiment,  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  visits  to  Chesham,  Leigh,  Deal,  Kelvedon, 
(Sec.  There  are  numerous  papers  and  dlscnssions  arranged 
for  a  microscopical  evening,  exhibit  im  of  sea  and  bottom 
tackle,  lantern  lecture,  &c.,  particulars  of  all  of  which 
will  be  announced  in  these  columns.  Note  should  be  made 
that  Mr.  F  R.  Obis  m  will,  in  the  course  of  the  month  of 
March,  probably  tha  13th,  open  a  discussion  on  "  Flies  for 
Chesham."  Being  arranged  for  just  prior  to  the  com- 
mencment  of  the  season,  trout  tishing  members  should 
not  fail  to  attend  when  the  date  convenient  to  Mr.  Ohlson 
is  announced.  He  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  this 
snhject,  and  has  many  specimens  of  the  natural  fly 
preserved  in  spirit,  and  from  the  amount  of  time  he  was 
able  to  devote  to  the  observation  of  flies  at  Chesham  last 
season  members  will  be  likely  to  hear  much  of  advantage 
and  btnstit.  The  chairman,  being  a  practical  man, 
considered  it  would  be  perhaps  a  little  absurd  to 
ask  each  one  present  for  his  angling  experieno 
since  the  last  meeting,  so  the  re-stocking  box  was 
passed  round  without  comment,  and  the  hint  was 
accepted  in  all  but  one  case,  where  the  member  stared 
straight  in  front  of  him.  Perhaps  the  association  of  past 
red-lett<-r  days  with  this  little  ordeal  led  him  away,  and 
the  chairman  had  to  say,  "  Have  you  been  fishing,  sir  ?  " 
He  was  keen  in  a  moment,  and  replied  :  "  I  decline  to 
answer  thar.  rjuestion,"  Actions  speak  louder  thm  words, 
and  in  went  his  peony.    He  had  not  toen  fishing.  Well, 


I  Capt.  V.  D.  Brooke  killed  five  fine  fish,  scaling  61b., 
71b.,  7lb.,  7Jlb  ,  and  9ib.,  in  an  hour  and  a  quarter  off  the 
ice  on  the  Knappooh  Dee  water  on  Thursday  last,  in 
addition  to  losing  two  others,  one  of  which  he  was  at  the 
point  of  gaffing.    It  is  the  brightest  bit  of  sport  we  have 

'  heard  of  for  a  long  time.   All  to  the  Kelsall. 


The  Ythan  and  Ugie  opened  on  Monday.  The  salmon 
fishing  is  not  of  much  account  in  the  spring  time  j  but  the 
finuock  ia  sometimes  par  excellence  to  the  March  Brown. 

Mr.  Andrew  Murray  has  seldom  missed  an  opening  on 
either  the  Ythan  or  Ugie  for  the  past  thirty  yeara ;  but 
just  now  he  is  confined  to  his  room. 

Sir  John  Gladstone  is  not  to  fish  the  Blaokhall  water 
this  season,  after  having  completed  his  arrangements,  on 
account  of  the  illness  of  his  mother.  Anyone  wishing 
particulars  should  write  him  to  Fasque  House, 
Kincardineshire. 

Great  regret  was  felt  on  Deeside  ^t  the  somewhat 
unexpfcted  death  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Haslam,  of  Carlogie.  He 
had  made  arrangements  to  h^  it^  at  the  opening  of  the 
fishing,  and  was  expected  down  on  the  loth,  when  the 
sad  news  of  his  demise  was  received. 


Mr.  Dnncan's  fish  hatchery  at  Culrain  (Sutherland) 
promises  to  be  a  great  success.  It  has  been  stocked  with 
12,000  trout  and  80,000  salmon  ova  collected  from  the 
Oarron,  0>kill,  Eviiea,  and  other  waters.  Daring  the 
coming  summer  tne  premises  are  to  be  enlarged  so  as  to 
acoommodate  200,000  ova.  The  ova  are  now  hatching  out 
beautifully.  The  trout  ova  were  obtained  from  Loch 
Migdale.   

Miss  McKenzie,  of  Glenmuiok,  Deeside,  has  just  been 
publicly  presented  by  the  Provost  cf  Ballater,  on  behalf 
of  the  people  of  the  burgh,  with  a  handsome  diamond 
necklsioe  on  the  occasion  of  her  approaching  marriage 
with  Lord  Kilmarnock  in  April.  Every  soul,  gentle  and 
simple  alike,  w^ire  anxious  to  contribute,  and  Miss 
McKtnzis  may  have  many  mnoh  more  valuable  presents, 
but  none  that  ewrht*  B«re  real  lere  and  respvct  from  so 
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THE  PRINCESS 


MALCOM  &  CO. 

(LATE  19,  lEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C.) 

INVENTORS.       ACTUAL  MAKERS. 


THE  FREKE  BAG. 


THE  FREKE  BAG. 


(i^roteotea.)  3'   O-reen  Street,   X^eioestez-  Sot.,  ^W.O. 

LADIES'  AND  GENTLEMEN'S  TANNED  ANGOLA  WADERS. 

A  capital  idea,  and  seems  to  answer  all  requirements." — Field,  March  10,  1894. 

Most  practical,  and  beautifully  made.  .  .  .  Most  reliable,  and  always  give  complete  satisfaction." — Fishing  Gazette,  Feb.  2,  1894. 
Have  been  adopted  permanently  by  many  of  tbe  finest  exponents  of  angling." — Land  and  Water,  Feb.  10,  1894. 


SINGER 

The 
Patent 
Free  Wheel 
Locking 
Bolt 

RIDEES  DELIGHTED. 


FREE  WHEEL 

CYCLES 

Allows  of 
lii  Free  or  Fixed 
Wheel  at 
rider's  option. 

NUMEROUS  TESTIMONIALS. 


Lists  and  Prices  Post  Free. 


SINGER  CYCLE  CO.  Ltd.,  COVENTRY. 

London:   17,    HOLBORN"  "VI^DTJCX. 


TRENT  FISH  CULTURE  CO.,  Ltd. 

TROUT  OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS.  Two  and  Three  Years 
Old,  for  Sale.  Fine  Quality. 


Apply    MANAGER,    MILTON,  BURTON-ON-TRENT. 


GRAYLING  FLIES, 

Winged  or  Hackle,  in  great  variety,  1/©  per  dozen. 

"  Dale's  Dove  pattern  of  the  Eed  Tag  is  vevy  attractive,  and  we  hope  before  long 
to  see  one  at  the  end  of  onr  line  floating  down  to  a  steadily  rising  grayling." 

R.  B.  Mabston,  Esq.,  Fishing  Oatette. 


SPSCIILU   FT^Y   XilSXS  FREE. 


F.  W.  DALE,  Angler  and  Fly  Dresser,  HANLEY,  STAFFS. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 


The  Price  List  (gratis)  contains  the  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Pish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Grayling,  Char,  Pike,  Eels,  Ooldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch, 
Roach,  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &o.,  &o.    Apply  to 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOB   FISHEBY,  CAISTOB,  LINCOLNSHIBE. 


Fish  Food,  Ground-hait,  Apparatus,  and  Carriers  on  Sale. 

N.B. — The  Stock  Fish  have  taken  twenty  years  to  accumulate,  and  consist  of 
the  finest  strains  in  the  world.  They  run  up  to  161b.,  and  include  pure  Wycombe 
Fish,  which,  on  the  authority  of  the  late  Mr.  Francis,  are  the  best  breed  in  the  Empire. 
Other  choice  varieties  have  been  taken  from  the  Test,  Kennet,  and  other  waters. 


ROYAL  AQUARIUM,  WESTMINSTER. 

The  9th  ANNUAL  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION 

Will  be  Open  from  March  8  to  April  5,  1900. 

Early   apjdication  for   space   should   be   made   to   the   MANAGING    DIRECTOR,   Royal  Aquarium. 

OGDEN  &.  SCOTFORDi 

WILL   SHORTLY  HOLD  A 

SALE  OF  RODS,  FLIES,  &  TACKLI 

AT  THEIR  NEW  PREMISES, 

3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE, 


CLOSE  TO  CH.ABING  CROSS. 
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ventured  out,  and  from  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull, 
oonsidering  the  adverse  circumstances,  some  very  fair 
catches  of  roach  have  been  met  with,  the  fish  being  of 
gocd  size ;  and  amongst  those  shown  at  the  club,  Mr. 
Arthur  Waites  had  one  that  scaled  lib.  3oz.,  taken  near 
Brigham.  Mr.  W.  J.  Barker  had  also  a  nice  catch  from 
the  Swing  Bridge  stretch,  his  heaviest  fish  scaling  a  little 
over  lib.  Odd  pike  and  perch  have  also  been  taken  at  the 
beck-ends,  in  the  tidal  waters,  and  on  Tuesday,  in  the 
Wawne  district,  although  the  river  was  running  iu  great 
force,  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  secured  a  very  good  sample  of 
roach  off  the  bottom  with  paste,  the  two  best  fish 
scaling  lib.  4oz.  and  lib.  IJoz  respectively.  Thess  catches 
go  to  prove  that  the  recent  sc  )uring  the  river  has  had 
haa  brought  the  fish  well  on  the  feed  again  ;  therefore  all 
that  is  needed  is  more  settled  weather,  and  catches  will 
yet  be  numerous  before  the  close  ssason  for  coarse  fish. 
Our  local  anglers  are  very  busy  at  the  clubs  arranging 
matters  for  the  forthcoming  seisou,  and  meetings  are  of 
nightly  occurrence  in  some  parts  of  the  city;  in  fa«t, 
several  have  already  made  their  fixtures  for  their  opening 
matches,  the  first  in  the  field  so  far  being  the  Horn's  A  ngling 
and  Recreation  Society,  who  fish  their  first  match  on  April  7 ; 
and  on  April  8  the  George  and  Dragon  A  S.  open  their 
season  on  the  River  HuU,  on  Swinemoor ;  and  over  a  score 
societies  have  already  arranged  for  the  Easter  Holidays. 
Bat  the  first  big  event  on  the  River  Hall  is  fixed  for 
May  5,  at  Dunswell,  when  the  Victoria  A.S.  will  hold 
their  annnal  open  match,  farther  pirtioulars  of  which  will 
be  given  later  on.  At  the  annual  smoking  concert  of  the 
Tigress  A.S.,  which  took  place  on  Monday  evening,  a 
nice  little  sum  was  subscribed  to  the  local  war  fund, 
and  on  the  6th  inat.  they  have  a  special  meeting  to 
arrange  for  their  first  match;  and  to  arrange  match 
fixtures  for  the  coming  season  the  North  Myton  Asso- 
ciation have  a  special  meeting  at  the  Golden  Cup  Hotel  on 
Monday  evening  next. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
Considering  the  severe  and  trying  weather  it  is  rather 
sarprising  to  hear  of  any  fishermen  getting  in  a  day,  yet 
we  do  hear ;  but  the  reports  are  anything  but  exhilarating. 
For  a  town  fully  awake  and  on  the  warpath  we  must  take 
Liverpool,  for  in  this  city  there  is  a  marvellous  state  of 
activity.  From  almost  every  organisation  there  is  news  of 
an  interesting  character.  The  Centrals  are  winding-up 
the  old  coarse  fishing  season,  and  starting  the  coming 
general  season  with  a  match  on  the  8th  at  Bangor-on-Dee, 
and  will  form  one  of  three  arranged  to  decide  the  future 
of  Mr.  Lancaster's  cup.  The  West  Derby  Angling  Society 
have  arranged  for  an  outing  this  week-end  to  the  Dee  at 
Eosaett.  The  Edgehill  Angling  Association  have  been 
busy  with  an  outing  to  Rossett,  and  are  arranging  for 
a  smoker.  The  Nelson  Angling  Society  have 
arranged  for  a  match  on  the  11th.  Four  good 
prizes  will  be  offered,  and  it  is  contemplated 
having  a  social  event,  probably  iocluding  a  supper. 
Oae  of  the  most  gratifying  reports  is  that  to  hand  from  St. 
Helens  As  year  follows  year  there  is  only  one  style  of 
report  from  the  "  Saints,"  that  of  progress  and  efficiency. 
The  past  year  is  no  exception.  The  result  of  1899  was  a 
triumph  of  managemeat  and  success,  and  no  wonder,  for 
the  executive  is  composed  of  men  who  aacrifioe  a  lot  for 
the  benefit  of  others.  Our  friend  Seike  is  once  again  off 
to  Hornsea,  where  he  hopes  for  better  results  than  from 
his  last  venture,  which  was  frozen  up.  Rumour  is  busy 
with  the  fact  that  the  Farnworth  anglers  are  likely  soon 
to  have  some  additional  waters.  If  this  is  correct  they 
are  most  fortunate.  Friend  Chambers,  of  Manchester, 
recommends  locals  to  have  a  shot  at  the  waters  of  Llan- 
gollen, several  of  which  are  perfectly  free,  whilst  others 
are  to  be  fished  by  payment  of  a  small  fee.  One  or  two  of 
our  cracks  intend  visiting  Lake  Vyrnwy  in  the  early  weeks 
after  opening  day,  and  they  feel  certain  of  obtaining  some 
really  good  sport. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  San  Angling  Society,  Hulme,  Manchester  are 
to  the  front  with  newa  of  interest.  With  pleasure 
they  announce  the  acquisition  of  some  very  desirable 
waters  for  the  use  of  the  members.  They  have  also 
revised^  the  rules,  the  meeting  adopting  the  suatgeated 
alterations.  The  following  committee  has  been  added  to 
the  existing  executive  :  Messrs.  G.  McGowau,  W.  Dykea, 
and  J.  Fitton.  To-day  the  Worsley  Canal  Fithary  are 
doing  a  little  stocking  at  Leigh  in  the  local  canal ;  this  is 
the  second  lot  for  Leigh.  The  Moss  Side  Social  Angling 
Society  held  another  social  evening  on  Moaday  last,  and 
it  was  a  great  success.  The  Socials  have  a  style  about 
their  doings  which  is  pregnant  with  thoroughness,  and 
worthy  of  emulation  by  many  other  societies.  Mr.  Sam 
Uall  is  to  be  congratalated  on  the  programme,  and  hie 
efforts  to  secure  the  entire  enj  )yment  of  those  present. 
The  reports  of  the  fishing  in  the  Macclesfield  Canal, 
which  is  under  the  cara  of  the  County  Palatine  Anglers' 
Association,  are  extremely  good  a'  and  near  Poyntoa. 
It  is  a  great  pity  that  the  am^icious  and  spirited  pro- 
■^aime  of  stocking  which  they  intended  carrying  out 
aring  the  winter  baa  to  a  certain  extent  been  rained 
owing  to  the  weather,  but  no  (>ain3  will  be  spared  *•<)  com- 
plete if  possible.  The  last  meeting  of  the  Welcome 
Angling  Society  was  a  most  enjoyable  one,  and  partook  of 
a  social  function  after  buiineas  was  ccaoluded.  The 
members  are  very  busy  arranging  a  suitable  programme 
for  the  coming  season.  Old  resorts  are  to  hi  revisited. 
The  murmurs  anent  the  approaching  close  season  are 
being  heard,  and  considering  that  we  are,  as  a  whole, 
coarse  fishers,  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  It  is  a 
wonder,  however,  that  we  do  not  cultivate  more  trout 
fishing.  With  such  a  crowd  of  anglers  in  this  city  we 
ought  to  be  able  to  obtain  plenty  for  all.  Inflnensa  is 
having  a  lot  to  say  just  now  in  the  district,  and  many  a 
venturesome  fisherman  has  paid  penalty  for  having  a  day, 
and  hundreds  who  would  like  to  go  are  afraid  to  do  so. 
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FROM  NORFOLK. 
The  b«st  sport  to  be  had  in  this  district  is  fishing  for  big 
bream  in  the  Yare,  at  Thorpe,  near  Norwich.  These  fish 
come  upstream  in  the  autumn  and  again  in  February,  and 
are  frequently  caught  in  great  quantities  at  these  times. 
Juat  now  there  is  an  immense  number  of  fiah  in  the  reaches 
by  Thorpe  and  Witlingham.  On  Monday  one  angler  took 
63lb.  in  half  a  day's  fishing,  and  on  Tuesday  another  party 
took  almost  as  many.  The  water  in  the  tivers  is  still  very 
thick,  and  on  many  of  the  broads  it  is  not  in  good  con- 
dition for  pike  fishing  owing  to  the  incessant  rain.  The 
immense  quantity  of  water  that  has  fallen  lately  iu  the 
shape  of  enotv  and  rain  will  materially  benefit  all  classes 
of  fishing  in  this  district,  especially  the  trout  fishing  in 
th3  upper  waters.  These  have  suffered  for  some  years 
from  a  lack  of  rain  and  the  consequent  drying  up  of  the 
springs,  but  after  this  there  should  be  no  drought  for  some 
time  to  come.  The  only  catch  of  pike  this  week  worth 
mentioning  was  made  on  Saturday  on  a  private  broad,  the 
u'imber  caught  being  twelve  fish. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  is  a^ain  running  in  flood,  and  at  Wilford 
considerable  damage  has  been  done.  At  Shardlow,  last 
Saturday,  Mr.  F.  Wallis  and  Mr.  W.  Birks  tried  the 
various  sand  beds  for  roach,  but  only  captured  a  conple. 
At  Weston,  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  H.  Harrington  creeled 
a  roach  of  lib  8^oz.,  and  on  the  following  day  many  small 
roach  were  taken  with  worm  on  the  grassy  slopes,  below 
the  City  Bridge,  at  Colwick.  Mr.  W.  Coxon  has  taken 
off  the  "  Corndrink  "  bank  forty-one  roach,  and  a  bream 
of  31b.  12oz.,  and,  on  paying  a  second  visit,  he  secured  five 
large  chub  and  thirteen  roach.  At  the  period  of  writing 
the  river  was  rising  rapidly,  and  we  were  evidently  in  for 
another  tremendous  flood. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
The  weather  is  raw  and  rainy,  the  river  is  discoloured 
and  ranning  over  the  towing-paths,  the  wind,  at  the  time 
of  writing,  is  in  the  east,  and,  generally  speaking,  con- 
ditions are  so  unfavourable  that  if  Mark  i'apley  had  been 
an  angler  ha  would  have  found  the  combination  of  evils 
too  much  for  him.  This  time  last  year  pike  fishers  were 
having  a  really  good  time  among  the  monsters  to  be  found 
in  the  deep  water  at  Atcham  and  elsewhere ;  this  season 
not  one  fish  of  noteworthy  size  seems  to  have  been  caught. 
The  close  season  is  raoidly  drawing  nigh,  but  pike  and 
chub  will  get  no  respite  in  this  district,  as  they  are  far  too 
numerous.  Few  trout  anglers  will  regret  that  trout 
fishing  is  not  yet  possible  on  account  of  the  high  water,  as 
the  fish  will  not  be  in  decent  condition  for  some  weeks  to 
come,  and  the  longer  the  mianoiv  fishers  are  restrained  the 
better  will  be  the  chance  of  fly  fishers  when  their  time 
arrives  for  action.  Some  of  the  brooks  may,  of  course,  be 
tried  with  some  degree  of  success,  but  on  the  whole  there 
is  little  satisfaction  or  real  pleasure  in  trouting  until  spring- 
time is  really  with  us. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Last  week  the  flood  seemed  to  be  passing  away  rapidly, 
and  in  the  Severn  and  Teme  the  water  on  Sunday  was  well 
within  their  banks,  since  which  we  have  had  a  very  heavy 
downfall  of  rain.  The  rivers  have  risen  rapidly,  and  again 
we  are  in  for  a  big  flood.  All  the  land  on  the  river  side 
for  miles  is  omler  water.  Rain  is  still  descending,  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  a  oontinaanoe.  The  salmon  nets 
are  idle,  and  there  will  be  no  sport  for  the  angler  for  some 
time  to  come.  A  privileged  few  have  had  some  good  sport 
among  the  pike  in  private  water,  and  a  grand  specimen  of 
18^1b.  was  taken  in  ithe  Severn  last  week  in  one  of  the 
salmon  nets.    No  other  take  from  the  rivers  is  recorded. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
Anglers  were  complaining  at  the  week-end  that  they 
had  been  robbed  of  their  pastime  for  a  fortnight  on 
account  of  the  meteorological  vagaries.  The  clerk  of  the 
weather  has  not  changed  his  mood,  unless,  indeed,  it  be  for 
the  worse,  and  to-day  things  are  as  bad  as  they  well  could 
be.  The  rivers  have  been  ranning  at  a  great  height  all 
the  week,  and  are  muddy  and  discoloured,  so  that  fishing 
is  quite  out  of  the  question.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  the 
floods  have  caused  a  good  deal  of  damage  on  the  farm 
lands  traversed  by  them.  OF  the  inconvenience  occasioned 
by  the  overswollen  rivers  there  is  evidence  on  all  hands. 
The  Onse,  which  is  copiously  fel  by  tributaries  at  its 
upper  reaches,  carries  an  immense  volume  of  water  in 
fl  )od  times.  The  stream  passes  through  the  heart  of  the 
city  of  York,  and  this  week  the  public  riverside  promenades 
have  been  cut  off  by  the  overflow  waters.  If  angling  had  been 
possible  it  must  have  been  an  uncomfortable  pastime  in  the 
face  of  the  cold  north-easterly  winds  and  driving  rains 
which  have  prevailed  for  many  d^iys.  Meanwhile, 
impatient  rodmen  are  discussing  questions  of  interest  at 
home,  and  very  nat  urally  grayling,  pike,  and  trout  con- 
tribute to  the  themes  Pik«  are  ehowing  their  accustomed 
predatory  proclivities  in  ihi  trout  streams,  to  the  fear 
and  annoyance  of  the  owners  thereof.  Trout  so  far  are 
little  the  worse  for  the  rough  experience  they  have  under- 
gone; but  the  lares  of  this  fish,  it  is  to  befearfd,  are 
being  sadly  depleted,  and  the  Creeper  and  Stone  Fly, 
none  too  plentiful,  may  be  found  to  be  very  scarce  for  the 
forthcoming  season. 


Thh  Straiqht  Tip  for  the  winner  ia  an-xiously  sought  for 
prior  to  any  of  our  great  races,  and  the  joy  or  sorrow  of  the 
recipients  is  largely  measiured  by  the  amount  of  inoney  they 
afterwards  win  or  lose.  There  ia  no  uncertainty,  however,  or 
angaished  suBpense  as  to  the  result  of  using  Holloway's  Pills  and 
Ointment.  After  a  fair  trial  the  gain  is  sure  and  great.  The 
Pills,  taken  occasioaally  in  pr«Boiibed  doses,  keep  the  digestion 
in  order,  excite  a  frse  flow  of  healthy  bile,  and  regenerate  the 
impoverished  blood  with  richer  materials.  The  Ointment  Is  a 
grand  remedy  for  the  removal  of  rheumatic  pains,  wounds,  sores, 
ulcers,  cuts,  or  bruises. 
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[We  do  not  hold  ournelves  reaponsihle  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Oorrespondents.l 


THE  SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT. 
By  Sie  Hekbeet  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  F.R.S. 

Dear  Marsto.v, — On  reading  the  Angler's  Library 
("  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  "),  my  attention  was  arrested  by 
the  fcUowing  words  (at  page  18j :  "  In  neither  the  Thurso 
nor  the  Helmsdale,  I  am  informed,  has  a  single  case  of 
saprolegnia — the  dreaded  salmon  disease— ever  been 
detected.  This  disease  is  sometimes  attributed  to  pollu- 
tion of  the  rivers  by  manures  used  in  agriculture. 

"It  is  true  that  the  absence  of  cultivation  might  be 
alledged  as  the  cause  of  the  immunity  enjoyed  by  the 
Helmsdale  fish,  but  the  same  would  not  apply  to  the 
Thurso,  which,  from  Westerdale  down  to  the  sea,  flows 
chiefly  though  arable  land."  And  again  (page  20)  :  "  If 
there  are  no  bacilli  of  saprolegnia  in  the  water,  as  seems 
to  be  the  case  in  the  Thurso  and  Helmsdale,  kelts  may 
and  do  hang  about  the  pools  till  June,  and  they  will  not 
contract  the  disease ;  but  if  bacilli  are  present,  as  is 
probably  the  case  in  mrat  waters,  kelts  undoubtedly  will 
be  peculiarly  liable  to  succumb  to  their  attacks,  owing  to 
their  emaciated  condition."    Query  "  peculiarly  liable." 

I  remember  p  . or  "  Jim  Kerss,"  the  late  Lord  Lothian's 
gamekeeper  and  fisherman  at  Monteviot,  and  who  was 
aocideutally  shot  dead  by  a  companion  later  on,  remarking 
to  me  that  on  the  Teviot  the  clean  run  fish  were  thoEe 
which  got  the  most  quickly  and  surely  aff<  cted  by 
saprolegnia,  and  when  seen  should  be  instantly 
killed  by  the  means  nearest  at  hand,  and  then 
buried  or  burned.  I  offer  no  comment  whatever  upon  this. 
But  I  should  like  to  say  that  I  have  fished  the  Naver 
for  three  or  four  weeks  at  a  time  on  two 
separate  occasions,  and  the  last  time  I  was  there  (during 
a  drought)  the  river  seemed  full  of  fiah  suffering  from 
saprolegnia.  I  remember  hooking  one  with  a  email 
Midge  trout  fly,  just  as  the  loch  empties  itself  into  the 
river,  and  the  mess  it  was  in  from  saprolegnia  almost 
sickened  me.  There  were  one  or  two  pools  where  fish, 
could  be  seen  constantly  rising  to  the  surface  in  their 
distress  and  discomfort. 

Now  Loch  Naver  is  eleven  miles  in  length,  and,  I 
imagine  that  from  the  source,  or  sources,  of  the  river  and 
for  many  miles  after  it;  leaves  the  loch,  one  could  hardly 
imagine  a  river  less  polluted  by  the  manures,  artificial  or 
natural,  which  are  used  in  agriculture,  and  even  less  by 
sewer  pollution.  This  is  interesting,  as  it  would  seem  to 
imply  that  artificial  and  other  manures  have  often  been 
made  a  mere  scapegoat  of  in  the  absence  of  a  more  solid 
theory.  If,  however,  it  is  contended  that  in  certain 
rivers  it  is  a  potent  cause  of  saprolegnia,  whilst  in  others 
(such  as  the  Thurso)  it  does  not  seem  to  affect  the 
general  health  of  the  fish, since,  "  from  Westerdale  down 
to  the  sea,"  it  flows  chiefly  through  arable  land,  all  I  can 
say  is  that  it  reminds  me  of  a  very  old  story  ,  told  by  my 
father,  of  "  the  good  old  days  "  when  physicians  practised 
on  their  patients— and  this,  too,  often  with  the  barest  and 
most  elementary  knowledge  of  chemistry  and  physiology 
to  direct  their  experiments.  He  was  an  army  doctor,  and 
was  anxious  to  "  exhibit  "  a  now  and  very  potent 
drug.  He  first  gave  it  to  an  English  soldier,  who 
eventually  made  a  good  and  creditable  recovery.  Em- 
boldened by  his  success,  he  then  administered  the  drug  to 
a  French  soldier  (a  prisoner),  who  at  once  succumbed  to 
the  drug's  potency.  Taking  out  his  note-book,  he  recorded 
his  experiences  thus:  "   Acid. — Cures  an  English- 
man, kills  a  Frenchman."  In  like  manner  it  would  seem 
as  if  saprolegnia  develops,  if  not  arises,  from  certain 
causes  in  one  river,  and  yet  the  same  causes  in  another 
fail  to  produce  or  foster  the  disease. 

And  my  conclusion  is  that  we  really  know  no  more  of 
the  cause  of  saprolegnia  in  salmon  than  medical  science 
does  of  the  real  causation  and  nature  of  the  so-called 
epidemic  influenza  in  man.  Both  need  patient  investi- 
gation. 

The  book  itself  is  beautifully  written  and  thought  out. 
I  was  particularly  interested  in  pages  217,  218,  and  219. 
Page  219  interested  me  extremely. 

Talking  of  trout  migrating  to  the  sea  recalls  an  instance 
still  fresh  in  my  own  memory. 

I  was  driving  in  summer  along  the  coast  of  "the  East 
Newk  o'  Fife  "  with  some  old  friends,  and  coming  to  one 
of  those  quaint  fishing  villages  one  sees  there,  I  was 
informed  by  some  of  ths  locals  tla':  shortly  before  our 
arrival  the  brown  trout  (apparently  all  of  them)  had  been 
observed  by  the  villagers  making  their  way  towards  the 
sea,  and  as  the  burn  was  low  the  said  villagers  scooped 
them  out  as  fast  as  they  could,  all  sorts  of  things  being 
used  for  the  purpose. 

I  presume  that  the  burn  had  got  too  low,  and  so,  oxygen 
and  food  being  thus  both  reduced  to  a  minimum,  the  trout 
were  bound  to  the  sea,  where  both  were  to  be  found 
amidst  the  tumbling  waves,  and  where,  doubtless,  they 
would  have  put  on  a  coat  of  silver  and  personated  sea 
trout  in  time.  Is  an  exodus  like  this  not  uncommon  ?  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell,  I  shall  gladly  hearken  to  your  valuable 
opinion. 

Page  231,  I  also  note,  has  a  very  interesting  statement 
in  connection  with  Loch  More  and  the  early  spring  salmon 
therein. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  letter  without  quoting  a  sentence 
from  the  preceding  page  (2.30),  as  it  embodies  my  own 
thoughts  so  thoroughly.  "The  italics  are  my  own  :  "  Now 
what  causes  these  fish  to  leave  the  sea,  which  some  people 
consider  their  home,  at  a  time  when  they  have  no  inten- 
tion of  spawning — eight,  nine,  or  ten  months  before  a 
single  pair  of  fish  irill  he  seen  on  the  redds  f  " 

Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  gives  no  ordinary  thought  to  a 
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subject  when  he  undertakes  to  write  upon  it,  and  I  con- 
Bidsr  that  this  work  of  his  is  fall  of  practioal  knowledge, 
and  equally  full  of  Buggestions  worthy  alike  the  considera- 
tion of  the  scientist  and  of  the  practical  salmon  fisher. — 
Yours  truly,    E.  M.  Tod. 

NATURAL  PLY  COLLECTION. 

Deab  Mb.  Maeston, — In  reply  to  your  request  as  to 
names  of  natural  flies  in  last  week's  Fiehing  Gazette, 
oar  collection  so  far  consists  of;  Larvae,  eight  bottles; 
Stone  Fly  Creeper,  five  bottles ;  Beetles,  four  bottles  ; 
Gravel  Bed  Fly,  one  bottle j  Red  Clocks,  two  bottles; 
Grey  Flaggs  (a  Caddis  Fly  from  Ireland) ;  Caddis  Flies, 
unnamed,  chiefly  from  Tweed ;  May  Fly,  four  bottles ; 
Duns,  unnamed,  two  bottles;  Alder,  one  bottle;  Olive 
Dun,  sab-imago,  one  bottle  ;  Spinner  of  Olives,  imago, 
one  bottle ;  Iron  Blue,  enb-imago,  one  bottle ;  Pale 
Watery  Dun,  sub-imago,  one  bottle ;  Spinner  of  Pale 
Watery  Duns,  imago,  one  bottle ;  Blue-Wingpd  Olive, 
eab-imago,  one  bottle;  Sherry  Spinner  and  Eggs,  one 
bottle;  Turkey  Brown,  sub-imago  and  imago,  one 
b'ttle  ;  Yellow  Sally,  one  bottle  ;  Willow  Fly  or  Spanish 
Needle,  one  bottle,— Yours  faithfully,    F.  R.  Ohlson. 

The  Flyfishers'  Club,  8,  Haymarket,  8.W. 


BLUE  UPRIGHT. 
Dear  Sib,— My  valued  contemporary  hits  the  nail  on 
the  bead  when  he  says,  "  It  is  a  pleasing  jamble  and  a 
fine  illustration  of  a  haphazard  way  of  naming  trout  flies." 
The  cause  of  this  pleasmi?  (?)  jamble  would  appear  to  me 
to  have  come  about  by  different  districts  having  different 
names  for  the  same  fly  through  each  otigii  ator  of  the 
tyirg  having  thoaght  be  had  a  right  to  call  his  own  his 
own,  in  those  days  when  entomology  was  a  stranger  in 
the  land. 

The  Blue  Upright,  as  sold  in  the  greater  number  of 
shops  at  the  present  time,  is  nothing  more  or  1cb3  than  the 
imitation  of  a  Blue  Dan  {Baetis  pumiltis).  But  this  is 
not  the  original  Devon  Blue  Upright  or  Strijjed  Peacock, 
as  it  used  to  be  called  on  the  southern  slopes  of  Dartmoor. 

On  my  introduction  to  this  locality  I  was  taught  to  tie 
it  as  "  Val  Conson,"  with  the  hrown  quill  of  the  herl  of  the 
peacock's  tail,  but  with  the  difference  of  the  colour  of  the 
baokle  used  being  not  a  pure  dun,  as  with  him,  but  one  of 
a  brattj/  or  otherwise  called  honey  dun  hackles. 

I  have  for  some  years  imagined  that  the  fly  was  not 
meant  to  represent  a  dun  of  any  sort  or  fashion,  but  a  small 
daddy  longlegs  (Tipulidx).  My  reasons  for  this  opinion — 
and  a  little  more — I  expressed  in  an  article  which  appeared 
in  the  Shooting  Timet  of  Oct  21  of  last  year,  wherein 

I  described  the  tyiug  uf  a  hack  e  fly 

In  the  north  of  Devon  it  is  tied  differently,  and  I  have 
used  with  good  effect  one  excelUndy  tied  by  Mr.  Rowe,  of 
Barnstaple.    He  ties  it  with  wiogs  and  a  silver  tip. 

"  Val  Conson,"  when  giving  the  details  of  the  fly,  says, 
"  Ti-d  with  a  blue  cock's  hackle  (medium  to  dark  and 
preferably  the  latter)."  Would  not  this  fly  repte-e-it — 
particularly  if  dressed  with  the  darker  hackle — one  which 

I I  ad  called  for  want  of  abetter  name,  until  I  read  Mr.  Hal- 
ford's  aMe  treatise,  a  Black  Upright  ?  I  have  often  caught 
natural  fly  of  this  colour  during  the  after  part  of  the  day, 
and,  knowing  the  wonderful  changes  of  Ephemera,  have 
thoaght  that  it  was  only  another  form  of  the  Blue  Dun 
Tne  author  whom  I  have  quoted — and  to  whom  all  fly 
fishermen  owe  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude — gives  it  as  Baetis 
tiiger. 

From  experience  I  can  say  that  the  Blue  Upright,  tied 
either  in  the  northern  Devon  or  southern  style,  will  make 
excellent  baske's,  but  jou  must  go  to  a  tackle  maker  who 
ties  his  own  flies — or  superintends  that  operation — to 
obtain  the  proper  tyng. — Yours  truly, 

  Pheasant  Tail. 


BA.MBLES  IN  IRELAND. 

Deab  Sib, — I  should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  the  splendid  fishing 
there  is  to  be  bad  in  Ireland  for  the  coarse  fisherman,  as 
in  this  short  letter  I  am  speaking  of  bottom  fiehing. 
There  are  canals,  rivers,  lakes,  and  bog  holes  that  are 
teeming  with  fish,  and  it  only  requires  a  little  energy  on 
the  part  of  the  angler  to  get  splendid  sport. 

I  will  give  yoa  a  few  brief  accounts  of  some  of  my 
wanderings,  and  I  might  add  that  it  never  cost  me  a 
penny,  except  for  railway  fares ;  but  more  often  than  not 
I  used  to  ride  on  my  bike,  so  the  cost  was  nil  on  these 
oeoasions.  ' 

Ttiere  is  good  sport  amongst  the  rudd,  perch,  and  pike 
in  the  canal  at  Sallins ;  in  fact,  all  along  the  canal.  I  have 
ciugbt  hundreds  of  rudd  on  a  bright  day,  when  I  could  see 
every  fifth  come  nibbliog  at  my  bait,  and  some  nice  ones 
which  would  turn  the  scale  at  lib. 

The  perch  are  splendid  fighters,  nice  plump  fish,  and 
very  seldom  under  \\h.  The  pike  do  not  run  very  big, 
but  nice  little  fellows  about  S^lb.,  and  in  splendid  condi- 
tion. Sallins  is  in  Co.  Kildare,  about  twenty  miles  from 
Dublin.    Take  train  from  Kingsbridge  Station. 

Another  good  place  for  pike  and  rudd  is  the  river  Lee, 
in  Co.  Cork. 

I  have  caught  large  quantities  of  what  I  call  roach,  but 
the  people  wbo  live  there  call  rudd,  just  below  the  dog 
kennels,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  Inniscarra 
Bridge;  and  some  fine  pike  lay  alongside  the  bushes; 
percb  are  also  oiusht  here — my  biggest  was  l^lb. 

It  WSJ  in  Co.]  Tipperary  that  I  had  the  best  fishing 
in  my  life. 

In  the  river  which  flows  just  alongside  the  town 
of  Tipperary  I  have  had  some  splendid  takes  of  pike  ;  and 
just  below  Mr.  Townsend's  place  is  a  lay-by  that  is  nearly 
covered  with  weeds,  bat  which  holds  good  fish — my 
biggest  from  there  was  a  nice  pike  of  101b.,  its  shape  was 
beantiful,  so  I  had  it  set  up  by  Mr.  Anstiss  as  a  memento 
of  Tipperary.    In  the  Arklow  mountains  is  the  Glen 


river,  where  I  have  had  fine  sport  with  pike.  There  are 
some  heavy  fish,  but  the  biggest  I  caught  there  was  a 
6-pounder. 

About  a  mile  out  of  Tipperary  town  ia!a|nice'8heet  of 
water  belonging  to  Mr.  Townsend,  and  is  used  for  rearing 
wild  duck.  "There  are  thousands  of  duck,  and  the  water 
holds  some  monster  pike,  also  very  large  rudd,  and 
permission  can  be  got,  I  believe,  from  Mr.  Townsend. 
About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  further  on  is  another  piece  of 
water  called  Guynon's  Pond. 

On  my  first  visit  there  I  caught  nine  roach,  the  largest 
lib  2oz.,  smallest  9"z. 

On  my  next  visit  I  caught  nothing  but  small  things, 
which  I  returned,  and  was  surprised  to  see  hundreds  of 
small  fry  jumping  clean  out  of  the  water.  I  asked  a 
native  if  there  was  anything  else  in  the  pond,  and  he  caid 
eels,  but  I  have  my  doubts. 

On  my  next  visit  I  rigged  up  a  snap  tackle,  and  baited 
with  a  nice  lively  roach.  I  placed  my  bait  in  between  two 
beds  of  reeds,  and  it  had  not  been  there  two  minutes 
when  my  float  went  under.  I  let  it  go  for  a  couple  of 
seconds,  and,  winding  up  the  slack,  I  tightened  on  my 
line,  and  away  went  my  fish.  He  took  quite  20yd8.  out 
before  I  got  a  proper  strain  on  him,  and  in  a  oouplo  of 
minutes  I  placed  the  gaff  in  his  gills,  and  I  was  admiring 
a  pretty  6-pounder,  as  nice  a  shaped  pike  as  I  ever  saw. 
His  gills  were  blood  red,  and  his  flesh  as  firm  as  a  rock. 
Although  I  tried  that  pond  many  times  after  I  never 
caught  another  pike  nor  a  roach  over  a  couple  of  ounces. 
Query :  How  did  the  pike  get  there  P 

About  five  milps  from  "ripperary  there  is  a  farm  which 
belongs  to  a  man  named  Mr.  Quinlon,  and  on  his  land 
there  are  some  large  sheets  of  water  called  bog  holes, 
surrounded  by  marshy  ground.  Th«  first  time  I  went 
there  I  fished  the  first  piece  of  water  I  came  to.  I  ringed 
up  a  roach  tackle  with  two  hooks,  put  a  nios  brandling 
on  the  bottom  hook  and  a  big  bunch  of  gentles  on  the 
other,  and  cast  well  out  close  to  a  lot  of  weeds.  The  bait 
had  hardly  time  to  eink  when  down  went  my  float,  and, 
striking  smartly,  I  landed  two  perch — one  weighing  lib., 
the  other  lOoz.  I  caught  several  in  rapid  succession. 
Soon  after  I  was  busy  with  a  nice  roach  of  lib. 

A  gentleman  came  to  where  I  was  fishing,  and  wished 
me  a  good  day,  and  said,  "  I  see  you  have  caught  some 
nice  fish  "  ;  and  be  asked  me  if  I  would  like  to  try  for  a 
pike.  I  said,  "  with  pleasure  "  ;  so  he  helped  me  with 
my  traps  and  took  me  to  a  small  pond._  He  said,  "  Try 
this  side,  you  might  get  a  run,"  so,  putting  on  a  comet,  I 
started  spinning.  I  could  not  have  covered  Gyds.  when  I 
had  a  fish,  and  landed  a  nice  little  8-poander.  He  said, 
"Try  again,"  and  I  suited  the  action  to  the  word,  and 
soon  had  another  about  the  same  size.  It  was  getting 
duck  as  I  packed  up.  and  the  gentleman — who  happened 
to  be  the  farmer — invited  me  into  hi'  h^nse.  He  would 
insist  on  me  having  something,  so  I  had  some  milk. 
When  I  say  milk,  it  was  none  of  jour  London  chalk  and 
water,  but  beauMful  milk  with  a  t><ick  cream  on  it.  I 
wished  him  good-bye,  and  he  said  "  Cnme  as  often  as  you 
like,  and  bring  some  friends  with  you." 

Say  what  yon  like  about  the  Irifh  people,  but  they  are 
the  most  warm-hearted  people  in  the  world. 

I  might  mention  that  in  the  Liffey,  just  above 
O'Connell's  ford,  about  a  mile  from  Newbridge,  yon  can 
see  any  amount  of  large  perch  up  to  31b.  weight,  but  they 
will  not  take  any  bait ;  at  least,  only  one  has  been  known 
to  have  been  canght  in  several  years.  I  cannot  make  it 
out,  but  it  does  not  matter  what  yon  use,  they  will  not  have 
it  at  any  price. 

When  I  think  of  the  glorious  rivers  in  Ireland,  and  the 
beautiful  green  fields,  and  having  to  live  now  in  this  fever- 
stricken  island,  it  gives  one  the  blues.  But  I  am  looking 
forward  to  those  happy  times  coming  again,  and  hope  to 
make  up  for  lost  opportunities. 

There  are  many  other  places  besides  those  I  have 
mentioned,  but  I  have  only  recorded  my  experiences. 

  Charles  Dejonqe. 


FISHING  AT  WYMONDHAM. 
Deab  Sib.— Will  you  kindly  let  me  know  if  the  sea 
fiehing  at  Wells-next-the-Sea,  Norfolk,  is  any  good  ;  also 
if  there  is  some  fresh-water  fiehing  in  the  district  P  A 
reply  from  any  of  your  subscribers  will  greatly  oblige. — 
Yonrs  truly,    B.  Roberts. 

FISHING  QUARTERS. 
Sir,— Would  any  of  your  readers  kinily  give  me  infor- 
mation as  to  fishiog  quarters  ?  Trout  fishing,  dry  or  wet ; 
small  subscription ;  required  for  two  months,  po8>ibly 
more.  Farmhouse  or  lodging  aooommodation  or  hotel  if 
moderate.    Locality  immaterial. — Yonrs  truly, 

  Split  Cane. 


WHITE  SEALS'  FUR  WANTED. 
Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  me  an 
addrf  S3  where  white  seals'  fur  could  be  obtained?    It  is 
wanted  for  dyeing  to  dress  salmon  fly  bodies.    Also  a  good 
receipt  for  making  cobbler's  wax. — I  am,  &o.,  Cymro. 


GLYCERINE  AND  GUT. 
Deab  Sir, — Pardon  my  trespassing  on  your  valuable 
time,  but  being  a  subscriber  to  the  Fishing  Oazette,  I 
should  be  very  grateful  for  a  little  advice  on  tne  following  : 
What  effect  has  pure  glycerine  on  gut  ?  It  preserves, 
strengthens,  and  makes  it  very  pliable.  Atrain  :  How  long 
ought  it  to  remain  in  P  A  week  I  am  told  Will  the  ordinary 
glycerine  bought  at  chemists  answer  the  purpose  f  Above 
all,  does  it  rot  the  gut  in  time  ? — Yonrs  truly, 

FiBi  Fly. 

P. 8. — Very  many  thanks  for  your  information  re  waders 
in  your  last  week's  issne. 

[We  have  no  experience  in  preserving  ant  in  glycerine, 
and.  judging  from  its  effect  on  other  things,  we  shoula 
donbt  its  being  beneficial. — Ed.]. 


THE  "  F.  a.  TOBACCO  FUND "  AND  THE 
BATLEY  ANGLING  CLUB. 

Dear  Sir, — The  annual  general  meeting  and  dinner  of 
above  club  was  held  at  Station  Hotel,  BiUey,  on  Friday, 
Feb.  23.  After  the  "  Queen,"  "  Our  Soldiers  and 
Sailors,"  "  Visitors,"  and '•  The  Batley  Angling  Club," 
the  report  was  read,  showing  that  the  club  had  thirty- 
eight  members,  and  after  paying  all  expenses  there  was  t 
balance  of  £2  17s.  2d.,  exclusive  of  trout  ova,  25,000. 

This  is  our  first  season,  and  am  pleased  to  say  that  wt 
have  fitted  up  a  first-class  hatchery,  in  which  we  are 
making  a  start  this  year  with  25.000  ova,  bat  next  year 
hope  to  have  from  40,000  to  60  000  ova  in  the  pans. 

I  hive  great  pleasure  in  handing  you  cheque  for  £1  Is^, 
subscribed  at  dinner,  for  your  "  Tobacco  Fund." — Yout» 
respectfully,  Isaac  Wilson  (Hon.  Sec.)  i 

Batley,  Yorks. 

[Always  glad  to  hear  of  the  success  of  our  Yorkshiii 
friends.  At  the  back  of  the  imposing  coat  of  arms  on  tliA 
menu  card  we  find  these  martial  lines. — Ed.]  : 

A  flea,  a  fly,  a  magpie,  an'  bacon  flitch 

Is  t'Yorksherman'9  Coit  of  Arms: 
An'  t'reason  they've  choszen  these  things  so  rich 

Is  becoas  they  bev  all  apeahal  charms. 

A  flea  will  bits  wholvver  It  can— 
An'  Boa,  my  lads,  wlH  a  YorksbermanI 

A  fly  villi  Bup  with  Dick,  Tom,  or  Dan,— 
An'  Boa,  by  gow  I  will  a  Yorkaherman  ! 

A  magpU  can  talk  for  a  terribls  span.— 

An'  Boa,  an'  all,  can  a  Yorkaherman! 
A  flitch  la  no  gooid  whol  Ita  hung,  v'eil  agres, —  , 

No  more  la  a  Yorkaherman,  don't  ya  ss*. 

HsTs'a  'tlv  u(,  all  on  us. 

May  we  niver  want  nowt,  noan  on  na. 

Nor  me  nawther ! 


THE  FISEING  GAZETTE  TOBACCO  FUND. 

Dear  Sib, — Please  accept  from  _a_  sympathising  French 
angler  the  enclosed  very  small  addition  to  the  subscription 
raised  by  your  interesting  paper.— Yours  sincerely, 

157,  Faubg.  St.  Honore,  Paris.  L.  BoDSL* 

WET  FISHING  BOOTS., 
Sib,— Having  seen  the  corretpoodenoe  in  the  Ti$hing 
Qatette  this  last  few  weeks  about  drjiag  the  inside  of  wet 
boots,  I  think  a  little  information  to  stop  the  boots  from 
getting  wet  will  not  be  out  of  place  here.  If  the  wet  can  not 
get  into  boots  it  will  need  no  drying  out.  I  will  here  givea 
recipe  that  I  have  uted  for  a  number  of  years,  and  also 
other  anglers  to  whoiga  I  have  given  it. 

Take  ^Ib.  of  beeswax  (or  }ellow  wax),  |1b.  of  mutton 
cnet.  Put  this  into  a  jar  or  pan.  and  melt  both  down 
tcgether.  Take  your  boots  and  hold  them  before  the  fire, 
OLe  at  a  time,  tilt  they  are  very  warm  all  over,  then  coat 
tfaf  m  all  over  with  the  hot  melted  suet  and  wax  while  the 
leather  is  still  hot.  The  melted  fat  will  penetrate  into  the 
leather  risht  thrr  ugh,  and  saturate  it  with  fat.  When  cold 
t  he  fat  will  get  stiff,  and  the  water  can  not  penetrate  through 
the  boots.  Put  tfcree  or  four  coats  all  over  your  boots, 
poles  and  all.  and  fiU  the  seams  well  round  the  welts. 
Boots  done  like  this  will  be  waterproof  for  a  long  time, 
and  y  ur  feet  will  always  be  d»y  I  always  do  new  boots 
like  this  before  wearing  them,  giving  them  five  or  six  coats 
of  the  mixture.  By  this  process  they  are  made  soft  and  • 
pliable  to  the  feet,  besides  being  waterproof.  Several 
gamekeepers  of  my  acquaintance  who  do  thsir  boots  as 
above  stated  say  they  do  not  know  what  it  is  to  have  damp 
stockings.— Yours  truly,  W.  Turner. 

WARNED  OFF. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  fishing  on  the  river  here  b^  boat 
when  I  was  turned  away  by  the  gentleman  ownmg  the 
land  on  both  sides.  The  river  is  twenty  yards  wide,  and 
is  not  tidal.  Would  you  kindly  let  me  know,  through  the 
medium  of  your  paper,  whether  he  was  justified  in  doing 
this,  and  oblige. — Yours  truly,  Stodgeb. 

{Prima  facie,  we  should  say  the  owner  of  both  banks 
of  a  non-tidal  river  has  the  fishing  and  boating  rights  also. 
We  believe  there  are  few  exceptions. — Ed.] 

EXTRAORDINARY  DEATH  OF  A  HERON— THK 
BITER  BIT. 

Sir, — There  was  picked  up  on  the  common  here  last 
Sunday  a  dead  heron  with  the  tail  and  one  leg  of  a  rat 
hanging  out  of  its  beak.  The  rat  had  bitten  a  hole  through 
the  neck  of  the  bird,  its  nose  protruding  from  the  inside.— 
Yours,  &c..  Alpha. 

Abingdon. 

[We  have  heard  of  hawks  being  killed  by  weasels,  and 
there  is  a  fable  of  an  eagle  being  killed  by  a  enake,  but  tvt 
never  before  heard  of  a  rat  killing  a  heron, — Ed.] 

ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  OUR 
WILD  BIRDS. 

Dear  Sib, — Owing  to  the  continued  and  incessant 
persecution  of  our  wild  birds  an  association  is  now  in 
course  of  formation  in  Edinburgh.  We  are  obvious  that 
among  many  readers  of  your  valuable  paper  there  art 
many  lovers  of  our  birds  who  would  willingly  help  and 
join  as  in  our  endeavours  to  get  the  association  started  as 
soon  as  possible. 

I  ventnre  to  make  an  appeal  to  anglers  to  join  us,  and  W 
increase  the  membership.  Many  names  have  been  pro- 
cured, but  many  more  will  be  required  before  a  meeting 
can  be  called,  and  I  trust  the  above  appeal  will  meet  • 
generous  response.  Donations  are  urgently  required  end 
earnestly  asked  to  defray  the  expenses  of  postage,  printing, 
and  other  itsms  necessary  in  forming  such  an  association. 

We  ought  not  to  forget  our  daty  to  the  dumb  oreatloo, 
-Yours  truly,        W.  A.  NICHOLSON  ("  Goldfinch  "). 

89,  Tower-street,  Portobello,  N.B. 

Several  important  Utters  unavoidably  left  over. 


Makch  10,  1900] 
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NOTICE. 


Ths  Fishiks  Gazettb  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son  s  EaOway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagent?  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice.  Books  forBeview,  Sc..  should  be  addressed 
to  E.  B.  MAESTON-.  Editor  of  the  FiSHiNa  Gazette,  St. 
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Occasional  Notes. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

The  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  and  their 
guests  had  a  delightful  evening  on  Wednesday 
last,  when  one  of  their  most  esteemed  members, 
Sir  Edward  Grey,  Bart.,  M.P.,  presided  over  the 
annual  dinner  at  the  Hotel  Cecil.  The  Dinner 
Committee  (Mr.  W.  Pingo  Horton,  Mr.  W. 
Edmonds,  and  Mr.  C.  A.  M.  Skues,  the  secretary) 
were  warmly  congratulated  on  the  admirable 
entertainment  and  dinner.  Sir  Edward  made  a 
charming  chairman,  and  captivated  his  audience 
quite  as  successfully  as  he  does  the  wily  old  trout 
of  the  Itchen.  On  the  right  and  left  of  the  chair- 
man were  two  other  much  respected  members, 
the  Hon.  Sir  Ford  North  and  Sir  Samuel 
Montagu,  M.P.,who  have  both  most  ably  presided 
over  dinners  in  previous  years.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  that  of  the  hon.  treasurer,  who  was  as 
hoarse  as  a  raven,  I  thought  the  speeches  were 
excellent. 


Crayfish  and  Fish  Culture  on  the 
Continent. 
The  crayfish  plague  which  has  for  many  years 
played  such  havoc  among  the  crayfish  in  the  rivers 
of  the  Continent  was  discovered  by  P  rof  essor  Hof  er , 
of  Miinich,  to  be  caused  by  a  microbe,  the  "  cray- 
fish pest  bacillus."  German  biologists  are  now 
endeavouring  to  discover  the  conditions  which 
favour  the  development  of  the  disease,  and  the 
means  of  fighting  it. 

The  German  Government  has  again  encouraged 
those  interested  in  the  inland  fisheries  of  the 
country  by  increasing  the  annual  State  subsidy 
from  50,000  marks  to  80,000  marks.  This  money  is 
devoted  to  the  support  of  biological  and  other 
scientific  research,  as  well  as  practical  experiment, 
with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  the  inland 
fisheries  of  the  empire. 

There  are  many  hundreds  of  fish  breeding 
establishments  on  the  Continent ;  even  in  little 
Switzerland  there  are  150  oi  them,  and  although 
there  are  no  national  establishments,  the  govern- 
ment  encourages  private  and  public  enterprise  by 
annual  grants  of  money. 


Oil  of  Sandax  Wood  as  a  Flavouring  for 
Baits. 

M.  Robert  Doneau,  writing  in  La  Peche 
Moderne,  recommends  essence  or  oil  of  sandal 
wood  as  a  flavouring  for  hook  baits,  especially  for 
boiled  wheat,  which  he  says  should  be  prepared  as 
follows :  "  Boil  some  wheat  gently  until  all  the 
grains  are  burst ;  it  is  cooked  when  it  is  swollen  as 
much  as  it  will  swell.  Let  it  cool,  and  after 
drying  the  grains  in  a  cloth,  put  it  in  a  tin  box 
with  tightly  fitting  lid.  Now  take  your  little 
bottle  of  sandal  oil,  uncork  it  carefully,  and  drop 
one  drop,  or  at  most  two,  on  the  wheat.  Then 
shut  up  the  box  and  shake  it  well,  so  that  all  the 
grains  are  equally  impregnated  with  the  scent. 
For  ground-bait  (says  M.  Doneau)  I  prefer  bran, 
moistened  with  water  and  then  mixed  with  well 
boiled  and  mashed  potatoes.  Add  a  handful  of 
the  scented  wheat." 

This  French  angler  says  he  ridiculed  the  idea 
of  using  scented  bait  when  this  was  recommended 
to  him  by  one  of  his  friends,  a  chemist;  but 
having  had  unusual  success  with  it  he  now 
unhesitatingly  recommends  it.  .    i  • 

I  must  give  the  concluding  paragraph  in  his 
own  words : 

"  Le  meillenr  hame9on  pour  cette  p6ohe  est  I'irlandais, 
fin  de  fer,  d'exoellente  qualite.  Sa  forme  permet  de  fixer 
I'apiat  d'une  fagon  parfaite.  Lo  Carlisle  16  est  anssi 
pxcellpnt.  Quant  au  sneok-bend,  ou  hamegon  .carre  aa 
force  de  u^n^ tration  le  ferait  pent  retre  preferer,  si  sa forme 
fonte  sreciale  ne  rendait  la  pose  de  I'appat  sur  1  hamegon 
fort  difficile  et  le  plus  souvent  defectueuse. 

"  One  me  refte-t-il  h  vous  recommander  ?  Ce  que  je 
voua  repeterai  k  la  fin  de  tons  mes  articles,  montez-vous 
finement,  aupsi  finement  que  possible,  beancoup  de  patience, 
beancoup  d'babilete  et  voub  verrez  que  je  re  vous  ai  pas 
exagere  les  qualitfis  de  I'appat  que  j'ai  sans  doute  le  bon- 
heur  de  reveler  h  la  plcpart  de  cenx  qui  me  liront. 

"  EoBKET  Doneau." 


"  Spider  Silk  "—Possibly  Spider  Gut  F 
The  Paris  correspondent  of  the  St.  James's 
Gazette  sends  his  paper  an  interesting  note  on  a 
new  Malagasy  product  which  may  prove  to  be  of 
great  importance  to  anglers. 

"  One  of  the  most  novel  exhibits  in  the  Colonial  section 
of  the  Exhibition  will  be  a  complete  set  of  bed-hangings 
manufactured  in  Madagascar  from  the  silk  obtained  from 
the  halabe,  an  enormous  spider  that  is  found  m  great 
numbers  in  certain  districts  of  the  island.  It  was  a 
missionary.  Father  Camboue,  who  was  the  first  to  con- 
ceive the  idea  that  these  insects  might  be  made  to  replace 
the  silkworm.  He  succeeded  without  difficulty  in  obtaining 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  silk  to  be  of  practical  u8e,_bat  he 
did  not  pursue  his  efforts  beyond  the  purely  expeiimental 

**^The  matter  has  since  been  taken  up  by  M.  Nogue,  the 
head  of  the  Antananarivo  techi  ioal  school.  The  reaultB 
he  haa  already  achieved  ahow  that  the  production  of  spider 
ailk  ahould  quickly  become  a  highly  important  induatry. 
The  chief  problem  to  be  aolved  was  to  find  a  practical 
process  for  extracting  the  ailk  from  the  female  spiders. 
M.  Nogn6  has  invented  a  most  ingenious  appliance  for  this 
purpose.  It  should  be  aaid  that  the  female  balab6  allows 
herself  to  be  relieved  of  her  silken  atore  with  exenaplary 
docility,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  she  is  dis- 
tinguiehed  for  her  ferocity;  her  usual  treatment  of  the 
males  who  pay  her  court  is  to  « at  them,  and  ahe  feasts 
without  compunction  on  members  of  her  own  aex  weaker 
than  berael^   M.  Nogu^'a  apparatus  conaiatB  of  a  »ort  of 


atonke,  arranged  to  pin  down  on  their  backa  a  dozen 
gpidera.  The  spidera  accept  this  impnaonroent  with 
resignation,  and  lie  perfectly  quiet  while  the  silken 
thread  issuing  from  their  bodies  ii  rapidly  wound  <  tt  on 
to  a  reel  by  means  of  a  cleverly  devised  machine  worked 
by  hand.  Bach  of  the  twelve  spide-s  thui  milked 
simultaneously  yields  from  SOOyde.  to  400yd8.  of  silk.  As 
Eoon  as  a  spider  has  yielded  up  all  ita  silk  it  ii  replaced  by 
a  fresh  insect,  and  the  work  of  reeling  off  the  thread  thus 
roes  on  with  very  slight  interruption.  The  spiders  whose 
chreads  have  been  exhausted  are  set  free,  and  ten  days 
afterwards  they  are  again  ready  to  undergo  the  operation. 
The  silk  of  these  spiders,  which  is  of  the  moat  extraordi- 
nary  brilliant  golden  colour,  is  much  finer  than  that  of  the 
silkworm,  but  its  power  of  resist-ar-oe  is  remarkable,  and  it 
cm  be  woven  without  the  least  difficulty." 

I  have  sent  M.  Nogue  samples  of  silkworm  gut, 
and  have  asked  him  if  he  thinks  the  product  of 
the  halab6  spider  can  be  used  as  a  substitute.  I 
have  also  sent  him  a  description  of  the  way  silk, 
worm  gut  is  made.  

CcRrocH  Result  of  an  Experiment  in 
Feeding  Carp. 
No.  4  of  the  Allgemeine  Fischerei  Zeitung  for 
1900  contains  a  long  account  of  an  experiment  in 
carp  feeding.  Four  special  ponds  were  prepared 
each  fed  with  water  from  the  same  stream.  Into 
each  of  three  of  the  ponds  were  placed  seventy - 
two  two-year-old  carp  (Galician  breed),  all  the 
fish  were  as  like  each  other  as  two  peas,  and  each 
seventy-two  weighed  28lb.  Into  the  fourth  pond 
were  placed  only  eighteen  carp  weighing  71b. 

The  feeding  commenced  on  June  1,  and  was 
continued  for  one  hundred  days.  , 

In  pond  No.  1:  The  fish  had  1501b.  of 
Liebig's  meat  meal  and  3001b.  of  maize  meal. 

In  pond  No.  2:   2251b.  of  lupine  meal  and 
2251b.  maize  meal. 
In  pond  No.  3  :  4501b.  of  lupine  meal. 
In  pond  No.  4  :  The  fish  were  not  fed  at  all. 

Result. 

The  fish  in  all  four  ponds  increased  almost 
uniformly  to  about  five  times  their  weight  on 
June  1.  The  fish  which  had  been  fed  on  maize 
and  lupine  meal  were  soft  and  spongy  to  the 
feel.  Those  fed  on  lupine  meal  only  could  not 
be  distinguished  by  the  feel  from  the  unfed 
carp.  As  regards  the  flavour  Herr  Oberfisch- 
meister  Baurath  Recken,  who  was  selected  to 
judge,  said  the  fish  fed  on  maize  tasted  soft  and 
spongy  (weichlich  and  schwammig  schmeckten), 
that  the  carp  fed  on  lupine  and  maize  had  a  bitter 
taste,  and  that  the  carp  which  had  not  been 
artificially  fed  had  the  best  flavour. 

The  moral  of  this  story  appears  to  be  "  Let  well 
alone."   

Minced  Sea  Fish  as  Fish  Food. 

Herr  Jaffe,  the  well-known  fish  breeder  of 
Sandfort,  Osnabriick,  Hanover,  has  kindly 
promised  the  Ciystal  Palace  Experimental  School 
of  Fish  Culture  every  assistance  in  his  power.  I 
have  already  briefly  referred  to  his  letter  in  the 
German  fishing  papers  on  sea  fish  as  fish  food. 
Herr  JafEe  is  such  an  experienced  and  practical 
man  that  a  few  particulars  from  his  letter  may 
prove  of  great  use  to  our  fish  breeders. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  as  Herr  Jaff^  points  out, 
that  feeding  fish  on  horse  or  other  warm-blooded 
animal  meat  has  many  disadvantages ;  there  is 
always  the  chance  of  introducing  disease  (such  as 
tuberculosis,  which  may  be  communicated  from 
diseased  meat  to  the  fish,  and  from  them  to  those 
who  eat  it).  Then  for  places  near  towns,  where 
large  fishing  industries  are  carried  on,  fish  food  is 
much  cheaper  than  horseflesh,  as  well  as  being 
richer  and  more  suitable.  Thus,  to  produce  the 
same  result  in  food  value  it  costs  three  times  as 
much  for  horseflesh  (at  about  Id.  per  lb.)  as  for 
fish  (at  about  ^d.  per  lb.).  ^      «-  i  „ 

Of  course,  the  fish  used  is  the  cheapest  ottai, 
and  as  such  delicacies  as  cod's  heads  are  not 
easily  minced  up  in  an  ordinary  mincing  machine, 
Herr  JafEe  succeeded  in  getting  the  firm  of 
Winkler  and  Co.,  of  Bremerhaven,  to  undertake 
to  supply  fresh  minced  fish  food.  They  put  up 
special  machinery,  and  now  supply  it  already 
packed  at  4s.  per  cwt. ;  carriage  extra.  The  firm 
has  since  established  a  larger  mincing  establish- 
ment at  Geestemiinde,  and  claim  that  even  in 
summer  they  can  send  this  fish  meal  in  fresh 
condition,  probably  by  using  some  cheap 
preservative. 

There  must  be  a  lot  of  waste  fish  products  which 
could  be  utilised  in  this  way  at  such  places  as 
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Grimsby,  Yai-mouth,  Brixham,  &.c.  I  would 
much  prefer  to  buy  yearling  and  larger  trout  which 
had  been  fed  on  fish  than  such  as  had  been  fed  on 
horseflesh. 


The  Pox  as  a  Fish  Eateb. 
An  old  hunter  and  fisher  writes  to  one  of  the 
German  papers  to  confirm  the  statement  that  the 
fox  will  eat  fish  if  he  can  get  it.  He  says :  "  That 
the  fox  will  eat  fish  is  as  certain  as  the  fact  that, 
generally  speaking,  he  cannot  fish  as,  for  example, 
the  otter  can,  for  the  fox  has  not  the  power  to 
shut  its  nose  and  ears  under  water  as  the  otter 
does,  and  dive  in  pursuit  of  fiah,  but  that  he  can  and 
does  catch  them  when  in  shallow  water  is  certain." 
Mr.  Yogler  then  refers  to  a  reported  case  of  live 
carp  being  stolen  out  of  a  fish  trunk  by  a  fox,  and 
says  he  has  no  doubt  of  its  truth.  But  he  does 
not  give  any  instance  where  a  fish-eating  fox  had 
come  under  his  own  notice,  though  he  describes 
how  one  of  his  dogs  used  to  rush  in  and  bring  out 
carp  from  21b.  to  31b.  in  weight  when  a  carp 
pond  was  emptied  to  get  at  the  fish.  Another 
dog  was  in  the  habit  of  rushing  in  triumph  into 
the  house  with  golden  orfe  in  his  mouth,  fish  of 
l^lb.  to  21b.,  which  he  caught  out  of  an  orna- 
mental fish  pond  in  the  garden. 

Where  to  get  Otter  Traps,  Bird  Calls,  &c. 

Anyone  who  wants  otter  and  vermin  traps  of 
all  kinds,  hunting  horns,  whistles,  and  "  calls  "  to 
imitate  the  notes  of  all  kinds  of  game  and  other 
birds  and  wild  animals,  should  write  to  Messrs. 
E.  Grell  and  Co.,  of  Hainan,  Germany,  for  their 
illustrated  price  list.  Gunmakers,  fishbreeders, 
gamekeepers,  sportsmen,  and  others  will  find  it 
most  useful  and  interesting.     R..  B.  Marston. 


THE  SPRING  SEASON  IN  THE 
NORTH. 


It  is  a  long  time  now  since  anglers  have 
complained  that  they  had  "  only  six  to-day ! " 
Such,  however,  was  the  case  last  week  on  more 
than  one  beat  of  the  Dee,  where  there  have  been 
ten,  twelve,  fourteen,  and  more  fish  daily  on 
almost  every  other  section  between  Banchory  and 
the  sea — a  distance,  as  the  crow  flies,  of  some 
eighteen  miles.  Anglers  are  in  ecstasies,  and  say 
that  the  show  of  fish  is  quite  unprecedented,  and 
such  sport  has  not  been  enjoyed  for  the  past 
fifteen  years.  Nor  have  the  rivers  been  in  the 
best  of  trim.  They  have  been  running  altogether 
too  big,  and  that  may  account  for  the  Spey  not 
showing  up  quite  so  well  as  the  Dee,  or  at  least 
in  proportion  to  it. 

The  season  is  yet  quite  young,  and  in  this 
there  is  all  the  more  satisfaction  and  hope  for  the 
future.  If  anglers  have  not  been  creeling  thirty, 
forty,  and  fifty  fish  per  week  on  the  Spey,  as  has 
been  the  case  on  the  Durris  Park  and  Mary 
Culter  sections  of  the  Dee,  at  least  the  Helmsdale 
anglers  have  been  equalling,  if  not  surpassing, 
these  phenomenal  figures.  On  Monday  last  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell  had  eleven  fish  to  his  own  rod, 
averaging  101b. ;  and  as  the  weather  has  con- 
siderably settled  since  then,  his  total  for  the  week 
cannot  have  been  under  fifty  fish. 

On  the  Don,  which  has  been  almost  abandoned 
as  a  salmon  river,  especially  during  the  spring 
months,  and  which  has  not  yielded  above  half  a 
dozen  spring  fish  on  any  one  angling  section 
during  the  past  thirteen  years,  matters  have  also 
taken  a  very  favourable  turn,  and  the  show  of 
fish  on  the  lower  waters  has  gladdened  the  hearts 
of  fishermen  and  anglers.  It  may  scarcely  be 
believed,  but  on  the  Grandholm  and  Woodside 
netting  stations,  rented  by  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch, 
Perth,  more  fish  have  been  got  since  the  opening 
of  the  season  t  ^li  i  yea  r  alone  th  an  have  been  obtained 
altogether  during  the  past  five  years.  That  is,  the 
total  of  the  past  three  weeks  exceeds  the  grand 
total  of  the  past  five  years.  The  fiah  have  not  all 
been  netted.  Thanks  to  the  ice  and  the  nightly 
advent  of  a  stiff  frost,  the  nets  have  been  quite 
unworkable  after  sundown  on  most  of  our 
streams  and  estuaries,  and  that,  in  a  measure, 
accounts  for  the  fine  head  of  fish  which  has  been 
had  in  the  lower  stretches  of  the  Due,  and  will 
soon  spread  itself  during  the  coming  months  all 
over  the  inland  waters. 

Netsmen,  however,  have  l)een  making  a  fine 
harvest  for  all  the  drawbacks  of  frost  ana  floods. 
At  the  "  Pot  o'  Fords,"  on  the  tidal  Dee,  the 


Powery  Company  have  already,  it  is  said,  cleared 
their  rental.  They  have  been  boxing  sixty  and 
seventy  fish  every  tide  since  the  middle  of  last 
week  (Feb.  21),  and  nine  and  ten  fish  at  every 
haul  of  the  net.  The  quality  of  the  fish  is 
excellent,  and,  from  a  beauty  point  of  view, 
nothing  better  could  be  desired.  Every  other  one 
is  a  model  of  shape  and  colour,  and  averaging 
about  8lb.  each. 

It  is  a  long  time  since  the  angler  could  say, 
"Now  is  the  winter  of  our  discontent  made 
glorious  by  this  run  of  fish" — to  take  liberties 
with  the  immortal  bard  of  Stratford-on-Avon. 
Not  only  is  this  the  case  with  those  salmon 
rivers  which  are  not  over-netted,  but  on  such  sea 
trout  reaches  as  the  Tthan  and  Ugie,  where  the 
season  only  opened  the  other  day,  baskets  of  from 
201b.  to  241b.  have  been  quite  common,  although, 
perhaps,  a  good  way  above  the  normal  average. 
Yet  if  twelve  fiae  finnock,  averaging  ^Ib  ,  can  be 
grissed  in  a  few  hours  of  a  morning  or  evening 
tide,  such  sport  is  not  to  be  despised,  and  just 
now  they  are  being  got  easily  on  almost  every  tidal 
water,  where  early  finnock  and  sea  trout  abound. 

It  is  only  fair  to  warn  intending  anglers 
against  some  of  the  mistakes  that  they  may  fall 
into  in  the  rush  which  will  now  likely  be  made  to 
secure  angling  waters  in  the  north.  There  are 
angling  waters  and  angling  waters,  and  while  one 
reach  of  a  river  may  be  worth  many  pounds  another 
reach  of  the  same  river  may  not  be  worth  as  many 
pence. 

Whatever  be  the  run  of  fish  in  the  river,  it  will 
take  some  time — weeks,  and  even  months — before 
the  far  inland  sections  participate  in  the  fruits  of 
that  run,  so  that  intending  lessees  need  to  be 
careful  and  guarded  against  being  misled  by 
taking  waters  on  the  mere  reputation  of  a  river, 
or  the  glowing  prospects  of  good  results  on 
adjacent  sections. 

A  prepaid  wire  can  always  get  a  reliable  answer 
from  some  disinterested  party  on  the  spot,  and 
no  angling  reach  worth  above  a  £10  note  per 
month  should  be  finally  fixed  up  without  first 
calling  such  into  requisition.  It  is  a  waste  of 
time  and  money,  to  say  nothing  of  disappoint- 
ment and  won-y,  to  be  on  a  reach  of  the  river 
where  the  fish  are  not  likely  to  be  present  in 
numbers  for  months  to  come,  or  to  be  on  a  reach 
of  the  river  after  the  best  of  the  season  is  past. 

While  it  is  very  gratifying  to  know  that  sport 
is  so  rife  all  round,  and  likely  to  continue  so  for 
some  time,  it  is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  so  few  anglers  are  forward  to 
take  advantage  of  it.  While  it  is  many  years 
now  since  such  numbers  of  fish  were  got  on  the 
lower  reaches  of  our  long  seasoned  rivers,  it  is 
about  just  as  many  years  since  so  few  anglers 
were  forward  to  share  in  the  unprecedented  run 
of  luck.  "  Plenty  of  fish,  but  few  fishers."  For 
many  years  back  it  has  been  the  other  way  about ; 
but  for  the  first  time  during  the  present  decade 
there  has  been  quite  a  dearth  of  anglers,  and 
although  the  ranks  may  now  be  filled  up  with 
fresh  contingents,  it  is  a  great  pity  that  such 
fine,  chances  of  much  brilliant  sport  should  have 
been  entirely  lost. 

The  late  storm  sent  a  great  many  anglers  off  to 
warmer  climes  just  as  their  arrangements  were 
completed  for  their  annual  advent  on  the  river, 
for  fearing  a  prolongation  of  the  arctic  con- 
ditions, with  no  certain  prospects  of  more  than 
the  average  sport,  they  thought  it  the  wiser 
policy  to  let  their  waters  lie  fallow,  or  pass  them 
over  to  their  friends,  rather  than  risk  the  chance 
of  frosted  toes. 

Although  a  good  few  fish  have  been  got  to  the 
phantom  and  gudgeon  of  the  larger  sizes,  yet  the 
fly  has  accounted  for  nearly  ninety  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  sport  obtained.  The  common  sizes 
range  from  2,^in.  to  Sin.  irons,  and  it  will  be  some 
weeks  yet  before  these  sizes  can  be  much  reduced. 
The  snow  accumulations  on  the  hillsides  will  take 
some  melting,  while  those  in  the  gullies  will 
suffice  to  keep  the  rivers  well  up  right  on  till  the 
middle  of  May.  G.  M. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  FRED  MATHER. 


We  much  regret  to  hear  from  America  that 
the  genial  sportsman,  Fred  Mather,  died  recently, 
after  a  very  short  illness.  We  shall  have  a 
portrait  and  some  account  of  our  old  friend  and 
correspondent  next  week. 


CURIOSITIES  OF  ANGLING. 

By  "Otter." 
(Author  of  the  "  Modern  Angler,"  &c.) 

We  formed  a  nice  little  party  of  four 
one  evening  in  the  comfortable  smoking  room 

at    Hall,  the  hospitable  owner  of  which 

had  invited  us  down  for  some  pike  fishing 
in  his  lake.  The  weather  had  been  such 
as  does  occasionally  fall  to  our  lot  in  this 
very  variable  climate  of  ours,  and,  though 
cold  enough,  still  when  the  sun  was  up  and  the 
frost  cleared  off  we  all  agreed  that  we  could  not 
have  selected  better  weather  or  wanted  the  water 
in  better  order.  On  that  the  first  day  of  our 
visit  we  found  the  pike  well  on  the  feed,  and 
were  perfectly  satisfied  with  our  take  at  the  close 
of  the  day. 

Now,  I  do  not  propose  to  describe  exactly  the 
whereabouts  of  our  fishing,  or  even  to  remark  on 
the  number  and  beauty  of  the  fish  we  caught,  but 
only  to  record  a  few  of  the  piscatorial  anecdotes 
which  were  related  after  dinner  when  we  retired 
to  that  little  smoking  room  in  the  evening. 

Said  our  host :  "  Of  course,  you  have  noticed 
the  peculiar  fancies  which  fish  have  at  times  for 
various  curious  baits,  and  how  eccentrically  they 
will  behave.  Tou  have  been  working  a  lovely 
stretch  of  water  most  artistically  for  pike,  but 
without  the  faintest  ghost  of  a  touch.  Tou  take 
off  the  torn  and  disfigured  bait,  pitching  it  back 
into  the  river  in  disgust,  when  it  possibly  falls  on 
to  a  thin  patch  of  floating  weeds,  under  which 
lies  in  the  shade  the  monarch  of  the  pool. 

"  You  turn  round  to  your  can  for  a  fresh  bait, 
or  discuss  mentally  as  to  the  prospects  of  a  spoon, 
when  all  at  once — go^d  gracious !  what  a  splash ! 
— up  comes  King  Pike,  a  30  pounder  if  he's  an 
ounce,  and  absorbs  your  old  bait,  which  was  a 
moment  before  resting  where  you  had  thrown  it — 
on  the  weed.  You  possibly  hum  one  of  the  latest 
effusions,  or  reflect  that  Job  never  had  such  an 
occurrence  to  try  his  patience.  Well,  I  grant  ib 
is  annoying,  but  is  it  not  odd  that  those  big  fish 
always  do  such  unexpected  things  ?  " 

"  They  do  not,  however,  always  come  off  best," 
I  replied  "  I  was  once  trying  for  a  pike  that 
was  estimated  at  any  weight  between  151b.  and 
201b.  It  was  in  the  Thames  not  far  from 
Windsor,  therefore  the  fish  probably  knew 
what  a  spinning  bait  looked  like  as  well  as 
the  most  experienced  punter  in  the  district. 
Nevertheless,  having  only  heard  of  his  where- 
abouts from  one  of  the  royal  keepers  when  I 
started  for  the  day,  I  concluded  to  try  for 
him.  Accordingly  we  dropped  the  punt  gently 
down,  and  I  spun  my  bait  carefully  over  his 
home.  Much  to  my  disgust  my  lovely  little 
dace  was  seized  directly  it  dropped  in  the  water 
by  a  wretched  little  jack  of  about  lib.  which 
I  tried  to  keep  beneath  the  surface  as  much  as 
possible,  so  as  not  to  disturb  the  water  with  his 
splashing,  whilst  I  played  him  back  to  the  punt, 
some  SOyds.  or  so,  from  where  he  took  my  dace 
when  it  dropped  into  the  water.  The  sight 
of  his  little  relative  in  difficulties  was  too 
much  for  the  big  fish,  and  with  a  rush,  like  a 
retriever  going  after  a  stick,  he  seized  my  little 
pounder  and  turned  back  for  home,  not  that  he 
ever  reached  it.  He  was  very  speedily  undeceived 
about  that.  In  the  struggle  which  ensued  the 
juvenile  managed  to  escape,  leaving  the  hooks  in 
the  mouth  of  his  big  relative,  who,  after  a  gallant 
fight,  became  an  inmate  of  the  punt-well.  He 
weighed  just  over  15lb.,  and  was  a  handsome  fish." 

"  Yes,  I  remember  hearing  about  your  adven- 
ture with  him,"  said  Smith;  "but  pass  the 
cigars,  and  I  will  tell  you  of  a  rather  amusing 
occurrence  which  happened  some  few  years  ago  at 
Twickenham,  thougli  possibly  one  of  you  may 
know  it.  An  angler  fairly  well  known  to 
fame  was  joint  occupant  of  one  of  the  small 
fleet  of  punts  which  may  be  usually  observed 
during  the  summer  moored  across  the  numerous 
roach  swims  of  that  locality.  The  roach  had 
been  feeding  tolerably  well,  and  were  of  a  fair 
average  size.  A  barbel  or  two  had  also  been 
picked  up  from  tl  e  same  swim,  when  the 
angler  tried  a  stronger  line  and  lob  worm, 
as  the  barbel  appeared  to  be  moving.  A 
swim  or  two  ensued  without  result,  when 
suddenly  the  float  went  under  in  that  steady 
manner  that  proclaims  the  advent  of  a  fish  that 
knows  his  own  mind — he  wants  that  worm,  and  he 
means  to  have  it !     However,  this  time  it  had 
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found  a  captor  who  knew  every  wily  move  of  the 
wiliest  fish,  and,  moreover,  who  had  no  notion  of 
chancing  a  break  by  trying  to  haul  in  his  prey 
by  '  the  hair  of  its  head.'  The  steel  was  evidently 
well  in,  the  line  was  good,  and  the  angler  was  up 
to  his  work,  so  a  regular  battle  royal  commenced 
down  Twickenham  deeps.  One  could  imagine 
the  interest  with  which  Izaak  Walton  would  have 
witnessed  the  scene,  and  you  might  fancy  him 
addressing  his  disciple  something  in  this  way  : 
'  Marry  !  Piscator  !  you  appear  to  have  now  been 
fortunate  enough  to  entrap  a  noble  specimen  of 
the  fish  called  a  barbel !  You  will  find  him  a 
heavy  and  a  dogged  fish ;  yet,  if  your  line 
be  but  strong  enough,  he  seldom  or  never 
escapes  if  the  steel  be  stricken  well  home. 
I  do  perceive,  good  sir,  that  he  doth  persist  in 
boring  his  nose,  as  it  were,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  river,  thereby  trying  to  cut  the  slender 
line  by  which  he  is  held  captive.  I  also  note  that 
he  is  steadily  taking  out  your  line,  and,  skilful 
though  you  be,  yet  it  is  evident  that  you  cannot 
wind  him  back.  I  would  suggest,  good  sir,  that 
your  attendant  should  loose  the  punt  and  follow 
him  carefully  down.  By  getting  below  him  you 
may,  perchance,  more  readily  raise  him  to  the 
surface,  thus  bringing  him  within  reach  of  the  net.' 

"Meanwhile,  the  bank  anglers  were  congre- 
gating on  the  towing-path,  leaving  their  swims 
to  watch  with  intense  delight  the  struggle 
between  Piscator  and  his  victim.  '  I  say,  Bill,  'e's 
got  'im  on  this  time ! '  '  Mind  yer  don't  lose 
'im  I '  were  amongst  some  of  the  remarks  passed 
to  the  hero  of  the  moment.  He,  regardless  of 
all  save  the  business  in  hand,  kept  his  mind 
fixed  on  that,  and  that  alone.  Try  what  he 
would,  the  monster  could  not  be  lifted  more  than 
1ft.  or  so  from  the  bottom.  The  occupants  of 
other  punts  past  which  he  was  proudly  playing 
what  all  considered  'the  fish  of  the  season' 
jealously  eyed  him,  and  wished  they  had  been  in 
his  place.  Anon,  the  monster  worked  into  a  deep 
eddy,  and  after  sailing  round  as  if  conscious  of 
its  strength,  again  sought  the  stream.  At  last  a 
nice  shelving  shallow  was  approached,  and  as 
more  and  more  of  the  line  appeared  above  the 
surface  the  other  boats  gathered  round,  anxious 
to  see  the  final  issue  of  this  long  battle." 

"  Grand  sight,"  quoth  our  host ;  "  I  should  have 
liked  much  to  have  seen  it.  And  when  he  got 
him  out,  what  did  his  barbel  weigh  ?  " 

"  Ah  1 "  said  Smith,  "  that's  where  the  oddness 
came  in.  When  the  water  shoaled  sufiiciently  to 
allow  it  to  be  seen,  the  monster  barbel  turned  out 
to  be  an  umbrella  blown  off  some  boat  going  up- 
stream, and  which  had  eventually  sunk  to  the 
bottom  and  drifted  down.  The  hook  had  caught 
amongst  the  wires,  and  the  line  twisted  round  the 
handle,  thus  affording  some  very  exciting  play  in 
deep  water." 

"  That  story  of  yours  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 
bit  of  bad  luck  that  once  happened  to  myself," 
said  our  other  chum.  Brown,  who  had  only  till 
now  been  a  listener.  "  It  happened,  may  be,  some 
fifteen  years  ago,  but  it  is  a  real  fact,  nevertheless. 
I  wanted  particularly  to  land  a  few  of  some 
remarkably  fine  barbel  which  I  knew  occupied  a 
certain  fairly  deep  swim  on  the  Upper  Thames. 
My  man  had  carefully  baited  this  place  for  me, 
and  everything  gave  a  fair  prospect  of  a  good 
show  of  big  fish  when  I  went  down  with  a 
friend  by  an  early  train  to  have  our  couple 
of  days.  On  our  arrival  we  saw  my  man 
with  a  face  as  long  as  a  kite.  '  What's  the 
matter  'f '  I  paid.  '  Well,  sir,'  was  the  reply, 
'  I  baited  that  swim  last  Thursday,  Friday,  and 
Saturday,  with  as  fine  a  lot  of  worms  as  ever  you 
saw.  Ah  I  and  when  I  drifted  down  quietly  over 
the  hole,  if  there  was  one  there  was  a  ton  of  barbel 
there.  Well,  sir,  Saturday  night  one  of  those 
Bteam  launches  must  go  and  anchor  there,  because 
it  was  out  of  the  main  stream,  and  somehow  the 
launch  had  sprung  a  leak,  which  they  were  trying 
to  tinker  up.  Tbat  storm  Saturday  night  just 
finished  the  job  for  them.  I  started  upstream 
Sunday  morning,  and  thought  she  looked  peculiar, 
for  she  had  swung  round  athwart  the  stream,  and 
there  was  nobody  on  board.  The  swinging  round 
and  the  wind  settled  it,  and,  whilst  we  were 
looking,  she  heeled  over,  capsized,  and  went  down. 
All  day  long  on  Monday  the  work  of  liiting  or 
trying  to  lift  her  went  on,  so  that  our  chance  was 
gone  again,  and  if  that  was  not  another  bit  of  bad 
luck  perhaps  someone  will  kindly  tell  me  what 
would  be!'" 


FIVE  HINTS  ON  STRIKING. 


To  know  exactly  when  and  how  to  strike,  is,  on 
a  rough  computation,  slightly  more  than  half  the 
battle  of  angling.  Probably  at  first  sight  it  may 
appear  to  be  an  extremely  simple  matter,  on 
seeing  one's  float  disappear,  to  seize  the  rod, 
gather  in  the  slack  of  the  line,  and  give  an 
upward  twitch  to  the  rod  top,  which  shall  firmly 
embed  the  barb  of  the  hook  in  the  mouth  of  what- 
ever fish  may  at  that  precise  moment  be  attempt- 
ing to  sample  the  bait.  This,  of  course,  is  how 
the  novice  estimates  it,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
he  may  regard  with  something  near  akin  to  pity 
any  one  who  wastes  time  and  ink  in  trying  to  give 
him  advice  on  such  a  trivial  subject.  But  bide  a 
wee,  my  young  friend.  Not  quite  so  fast  for  a 
moment.  Tou  have  a  good  deal  to  learn  biefore 
you  become  a  finished  angler  and  a  past  master 
of  the  craft  of  Zebidee,  and  this  is  one  of  the 
special  things  which  will  require  very  careful 
study  and  attention  to  its  smaller  details. 

If  you  wish  to  sfie  an  exhibition  of  really 
artistic  striking  wait  till  the  floods  have  subsided, 
then  take  train  for  Broxboume  or  some  other  of 
the  higher  stations  on  the  Lea,  and  spend  an 
hour  or  two  in  watching  a  crack  hand  with  a  long 
pole  at  work.  It  must  not  be  supposed,  however, 
that  every  man  who  haunts  the  banks  of  old 
Izaak's  .favourite  river  can  be  placed  in  the 
category  of  the  crack  hands,  because  the  Lea  is 
frequented  by  as  many  duffers  as  any  other 
stream.  But,  given  patience  and  a  sufficient 
amount  of  daylight,  it  is  ten  to  one  on,  that  the 
specialist  sought  for  will  be  found  seated  in  some 
quiet,  secluded  spot,  evidently  loving  his  sport 
and  enjoying  the  peaceful  solitude  of  his  sur- 
roundings, even  though  it  be  winter,  and  the 
ozone  coming  across  the  recently  flooded  meadows 
carries  with  it  an  anything  but  fragrant  odour 
of  decaying  water  weeds.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
patent  that  he  finds  a  pleasure  unknown  to 
the  non-angling  portion  of  the  community  in 
the  splash  of  the  monster  roach  which  at  intervals 
he  now  and  again  coaxes  into  his  landing  net.  The 
first  thing  to  take  note  of  is  how  carefully  his  line 
is  shotted.  Only  just  a  slight  portion  of  the  tip 
of  his  float  is  visible  above  the  surface  of  the  oily- 
green,  slowly-gliding  water.  He  is  fishing  with 
either  a  single  hair  line  or  with  one  of  the  finest- 
drawn  gut  stained  a  pale  blue,  or  possibly 
that  taking  shade  of  mignonette  which  is 
favoured  by  so  many  roach  fishermen.  For  a  rod 
he  has  a  beautifully-constructed  jointed  cane  pole, 
the  manufacture  of  which  our  friend  Sowerbutts 
has  brought  to  almost  a  fine  art.  It  will  be  from 
18ft.  to  2()ft.  in  length,  sans  rings,  and  the  hair  or 
gut  line  is  fastened  to  some  18in.  of  silk  topping 
depending  from  the  extreme  point  of  the  top. 
A  perfect  outfit  this,  the  length  and  balance 
of  the  rod  enabling  him  to  follow  the  float 
carefully  down  the  stream  with  only  a  small 
portion  of  line  intervening  between  it  and  the  top. 
Lea  roach  bite  very  "  gingerly,"  and  in  a  fashion 
peculiarly  their  own.  So  fine,  indeed,  is  the  touch, 
that  it  makes  hardly  a  quiver  of  the  float ;  but 
nevertheless,  fine  as  it  is,  the  bite  is  immediately 
detected  by  the  experienced  eye  watching  it, 
and  in  response  to  the  almost  imperceptible 
dip — if  it  can  be  truthfully  dignified  with 
such  a  title — a  turn  of  the  wrist  brings  an 
answering  "  twang  "  of  the  line,  which  tells  that 
he  is  fast  into  a  good  fish.  Here,  in  this  case, 
the  point  of  the  rod  is  kept  exactly  over  that 
of  the  float,  the  spare  line  between  the  two  being 
almost  taut,  so  that  nothing  more  than  the 
merest  turn  of  the  wrist  is  required  to  send  the 
steel  well  home.  Here,  then,  comes  the  first 
useful  hint :  Always  proportion  the  strength  and 
thickness  of  the  tackle  to  the  class  of  fish  it  is 
intended  to  try  for,  and  never  on  any  account 
allow  more  slack  line  to  be  in  evidence  than  is 
absolutely  necessary  ,  or,  ia  other  words,  hold  the 
float  back  rather  than  let  it  travel  downstream 
too  quickly. 

Of  course,  in  a  strong  stream  when  fishing 
from  a  punt,  particularly  in  the  Nottingham 
style,  a  heavy  float  and  a  greater  weight  of  shots 
are  requisite  than  when  trying  a  swim  from  the 
bank,  or  it  would  be  impossible,  after  the  float  has 
travelled  only  a  portion  of  the  distance  and  the 
bottom  tackle  is  caught  by  the  force  of  the  current, 
to  properly  cover  the  whole  of  its  length.  In 
this  instance  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  strike 
at  the  end  of  every  swim  down,  and,  in  course 


of  time,  the  novice  will  find  that  his  hand 
becomes  so  educated  to  constantly  striking 
that  if  he  does  very  much  punt  fishing  he  will  be 
almost,  if  not  quite,  unable  to  accomplish  the 
delicate  touch  of  the  tight  line  fisherman.  He 
strikes  from  the  wrist,  it  is  true,  but  it  is  a 
stronger  and  a  sharper  strike  in  proportion  to  the 
weight  of  his  float  and  shots  induced  by  the 
heavier  water,  and  consequently  the  heavier  pull 
he  has  to  give  when  drawing  in,  more  especially 
as  he  never  knows  but  that  what  appears  to  be  a 
roach  bite  may  not  be  a  visit  from  a  lusty  barbel. 
It  may,  therefore,  be  taken  as  useful  hint  No.  2 : 
That  it  is  unwise  for  any  man  who  aspires  to 
become  an  accomplished  all-round  angler  to 
devote  himself  either  exclusively,  or,  at  all  eventa, 
too  much,  to  any  one  particular  style. 

Again,  in  barbel  fishing,  effective  striking  requires 
a  good  deal  of  artistic  manipulation.  If  the 
barbel  are  biting  close  to  the  punt,  and  are  going 
freely,  it  would  be  only  the  veriest  duffer  who 
could  possibly  miss  them.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  when  they  commence  to  drop  down- 
stream towards  the  tail  of  the  swim,  and 
will  not  touch  the  bait  under  from  SOyds. 
to  40yds.  away,  then  it  requires  some  skill 
to  hit  them  properly,  and  this  can  only  be  done 
by  holding  the  float  well  in  hand  and  the  point  of 
the  red  well  up,  so  that  directly  there  is  any 
indication  of  a  bite  the  strike  may  come  in  a 
direct  line  from  the  point  to  the  hook.  Any 
slack  line  would  be  fatal  to  success.  Then,  too, 
in  ledgering,  nothing  can  be  more  trying  to  the 
nerves  of  a  beginner  than  when  the  barbel  first 
show  that  they  are  about  to  feed.  The  punt  has 
glided  quietly  down  to  the  spot  selected  for 
fishing,  and  which  has  been  judiciously  baited  on 
the  previous  day.  Arrived  at  the  pitch,  in  goes 
the  ledger,  and  then  follows  the  anxious  time  of 
waiting  for  them  to  come  on  to  the  bite. 
Presently  there  is  a  slight  twitch  which  spells 
fish,  but  it  is  not  time  yet  to  strike  ;  that  comes 
when  the  fish  gives  a  sharp  double  knock,  and 
then  instantly — a  second  too  late  makes  all  the 
difference  in  the  world — the  strike  must  be 
delivered,  or  another  period  of  anxious  waiting  will 
be  required.  In  this  instance  a  short  upward 
stroke  will  do  the  business.  With  a  travelling 
float  at,  say,  40yds.  away,  much  greater  strength 
of  stroke  will  be  needed,  and  here  when  the  bite 
is  given  the  rod  must  be  brought  over  the  right 
shoulder  with  a  steady  backward  sweep.  There- 
fore another  useful  hint,  which  can  be  put  down 
as  No.  3,  is  :  fish  far  off  and  as  fine  as  is  com- 
fortable in  the  strength,  and  always  put  sufficient 
force  into  the  strike  to  make  an  impression  on  the 
leathern  covering  of  a  barbel's  mouth. 

After  roach  fishing,  I  think  the  nearest 
approach  to  the  delicate  little  strike  of  a  Lea 
"  crack  "  is  to  be  found  in  fine  patemostering  for 
perch.  Let  the  lead  drop  in  quietly  and  with  as 
little  noise  as  possible.  Then  comes  that 
unmistakable  touch  shivering  up  the  line  right 
down  to  the  very  butt  which  the  perch  makes 
when  he  is  feeding  on  the  minnows  of  your 
paternoster.  There  is  no  need  for  hurry.  Let 
him  turn,  and  then  is  the  psychological  moment 
for  that  turn  of  the  wrist  which  will  do  aU 
that  is  needful.  But,  and  this  is  an  invaluable 
hint,  catalogued  as  No.  4,  do  not  let  him  get 
away,  or  you  may,  much  against  your  will,  bid 
him  and  his  friends  a  fond  farewell. 

I  have  not  yet  touched  on  pike  fishing,  but  it  is 
self-evident  that  a  much  stronger  strike  is  nec'^s- 
sary  on  account  of  the  average  si^e  of  the  f  sa. 
Some  writers  recommend  that  two  strikes  should 
be  given,  but  take  this  as  useful  bint  No.  5,  and 
follow  Punch's  advice  to  those  about  to  marry — 
"  don't"  give  that  second  strike  or  the  chances  are 
that,  in  three  instances  out  of  four,  the  pike  will 
get  away.  A  spinner,  of  course,  strikes  imme- 
diately his  bait  is  seized,  and  then  the  rush  which 
the  fish  makes  when  he  feels  the  steel  will  do  all 
the  rest,  provided  a  tight  line  is  kept  on  him. 
Instances  are  on  record  where  a  pike  has  snapped 
his  jaws  tight  on  a  spinning  bait,  has  received  his 
strike,  and  then,  on  coming  to  the  punt  side,  has 
given  a  plunge,  and,  owing  to  slackened  line, 
has  been  lost.  Of  gorge  fishing  with  a  live  bait 
there  is  no  necessity  for  me  to  speak.  It  is  not  a 
sportsmanlike  method,  and  only  one  form  of 
striking  is  required  with  it,  and  that  should  be 
administered  to  the  man  who  practices  it  with 
sufficient  force  to  drive  all  such  poaching  ideas 
out  of  his  head.'  A  Teteran. 
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THE  FLT  FISHERS'  DINNER. 


It  was  peculiarly  appropriate  that  Sir  Edward 
Grey,  Bart.,  M  P.,  should  preside  over  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  which  interesting 
function  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  Wednes 
day  evening,  for  in  his  charming  and  delightful 
book  on  "  Fly  Fishing,"  issued  not  so  many 
months  since.  Sir  Edward  has  most  lucidly  dealt 
with,  and  ably  dilated  upon,  the  phase  of  the 
piscatorial  art  which  the  members  of  the  society 
follow  up  with  so  much  success  and  assiduity.  It 
was,  indeed,  a  happy  idea  of  the  committee  to 
enlist  the  services  of  the  worthy  baronet  as  chair- 
man of  the  gathering  in  question,  and  the  large 
and  influential  company  which  assembled  to 
support  him  amply  demonstrated  the  unalloyed 
pleasure  and  gratification  it  gave  both  members 
and  friends  to  have  Sir  Edward  occupying  the 
seat  of  honour  on  the  occasion  refeiTed  to. 

Among  those  present  were  Mr.  C.  Alington, 
Ool.  Bouwens,  Mr.  F.  Bailey,  Mr.  A.  Brent,  Mr. 
0.  Barton,  Mr.  J.  J.  Bolding,  Mr.  A.  C.  Brod- 
bent,  Mr.  Horace  Brown,  Mr.  G.  M.  Bond,  Dr. 
F.  J.  Brownfield  Bateman,  Mr.  L.  W.  Bangs,  Mr. 
A.  Batchelor,  Mr.  G.  B.  Batchelor,  Mr.  T.  J. 
BaiTatt,  Mr.  E.  Bevir,  Col.  Bolton,  Mr.  Thos. 
Brown,  Mr.  S.  Bramwell,  Mr.  M.  C.  Capes,  Mr. 
W.  Copley  Carr,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  (president), 
Mr.  F.  Clegg,  Mr.  H.  S.  Glutton,  Mr.  Harry  Case, 
Mr.  G.  J.  Chatterton,  Mr.  D.  Crick,  Mr.  C.  R. 
Catchpool,  Capt.  Coke,  Mr.  E.  Clayton,  Mr.  J. 
Howard  Cammery,  Mr.  W.  J.  Doubavand,  Mr. 
J.  R.  Davy,  Mr.  B.  Davidson,  Mr.  D.  H. 
Davis,  Mr.  E.  Bunnell,  Mr.  H.  W.  Edwards, 
Mr.  C.  Y,.  Edwards,  Mr.  W.  Edmonds, 
Mr.  Ormond  Frew,  Mr.  H.  Ffennell,  Mr.  E.  C. 
Frend,  Mr.  A.  E.  Franklin,  Major  Ferguson, 
Mr.  J.  Gallately,  Mr.  S.  R.  Grey,  Mr.  A.  Preston 
Gardner,  Dr.  F.  GiU,  Mr.  Grant,  Mr.  A.  N. 
Gilbey,  Mr.  Goodwin,  Mr.  H.  E.  Gribble,  Mr. 
Goslett,  Dr.  Haig,  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  Mr. 
Hutchinson,  Mr.  W.  P.  Horton,  Mr.  C.  A. 
Hassam,  Mr.  HaU,  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford, 
Mr.  W.  Hervey,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  Mr.  P.  H. 
Hewat,  Mr.  R.  A.  Hewat,  Mr.  Alfd.  Holcombe 
Mr.  H.  G.  Johnson,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  H.  E. 
King,  Dr.  Ker,  Dr.  Kirton.  Mr.  A.  C.  Kent,  Mr. 
H.  Lichtenstein,  U.S.A.,  Mr.  A.  Lockwood,  Mr. 
W.  Lake,  Mr.  F.  Lewis,  Mr.  N.  Lloyd,  Mr.  0.  W. 
Milles,  Sir  S.  Montagu,  Mr.  L.  S.  Montagu,  Mr. 
H.  S.  Malins,  Mr.  Paget  Mellor,  Mr.  A. 
Marston,  Mr.  E.  P.  Marston,  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston  (hon.  treasurer),  Mr.  E.  J.  Murray, 
Dr.  Dunn  McDougell,  Mr.  W.  H.  Mills, 
Mr.  H.  C.  Morris,  Capt.  McBride,  Mr.  G.  J. 
Newton,  Mr.  Hedley  F.  Norris,  Mr.  Evan  Napaer, 
Mr.  W.  Neill,  Mr.  J.  Nullar,  Sir  Ford  North,  Dr. 
Orton,  Mr.  Henry  Obre,  Mr.  J.  Paterson,  Mr. 
R.  S.  Paterson,  Mr.  W.  H.  Pope,  Mr.  E.  J.  Power, 
Mr.  G.  Power,  Dr.  E.  Pocklington,  Mr.  Pollard, 
Mr.  C.  A.  Payton,  Mr.  C.  D.  Pennard,  Mr. 
T.  T.  Phelps,  Mr.  Ashley  Pitt,  Mr.  D.  J. 
Ross,  Capt.  S.  Bamett  Ramsay,  Mr.  H.  D. 
Roberts,  Mr.  L.  A.  Routledge,  Mr.  G.  F. 
Rogers,  Mr.  Stewart  Rogers,  Mr.  A.  Roscoe, 
Mr.  W.  Rowley,  Mr.  T.  W.  Richer,  Mr.  V.  Raw- 
ling,  Dr.  Rawling,  Mr.  C.  H.  Riley,  Dr.  Seward, 
Mr.  F.  Sutton,  Mr.  P.  St.  Quintin,  Mr.  R.  S.  St. 
Quintin,  Mr.  Howard  Saunders,  Mr.  B.  W. 
Smurthwaite,  Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  Mr.  C.  A.  M. 
Skues  (hon.  secretary),  Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skues,  Mr.  A. 
Stewart,  Mr.  C.  Cater  Scott,  Mr.  C.  Schilling, 
Mr.  Tomes,  M.M.C.,  Mr.  C.  S.  Tomes,  Captain 
Thackeray,  Mr.  E.  Stow  Thompson,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Taylor,  Mr.  W.  B.  Tegetmeier,  Mr.  A.  Gilbey 
Vokins,  Mr.  A.  W.  Vainey,  Mr.  T.  B.  Vernon,  Mr. 
A.  W.  Wills,  Mr.  S.  West,  Mr.  G.  H.  Wilkinson, 
Mr.  D.  Watney,  Mr.  F.  B.  Windeler,  Mr.  Johnston 
Watson,  Mr.  H.  D.  Willock,  Mr.  W.  M.  Wymper, 
Sir  Thomas  Wardle,  Mr.  S.  Walpole,  Mr.  Henry 
Wilson,  Mr.  C.  Walker,  Mr.  Williams,  Dr.  Wyman, 
Mr.  R.  P.  Walters,  Mr.  E.  Williamson,  Mr.  D. 
Wilbon,  Mr.  Yardley,  Dr.  Young,  Mr.  Yienliki. 

Letters  of  regret  were  received  from  the  Marquis 
of  Breadalbane,  Mr.  Irwin  E.  B.  Cox,  M.P.,  His 
Honour  Judge  Gwynne  James,  Mr.  Harmsworth, 
Mr.  Basil  Field,  Mr.  T.  J.  Hodgson,  Mr.  Daniel 
Watney,  Mr.  A.  Godwin,  and  many  others. 

The  dinner  was  admirably  served,  and  at  the 
oonclusion  of  the  repast 

The  CuA.iBMi.ir  gave  the  toaat  of  "The 
Queen."  He  said :  We  have  all  lately  passed 
through  a  time  of  great  trial  and  great  anxiety. 
I  trtiBt  there  i«  jfood  reason,  hoVe'v*r,  to  ■QppoM 


that  the  worst  is  over,  but  difficulties  may  stiU  be 
before  us.  In  all  that  we  have  gone  through  there 
is  no  one  in  the  whole  empire  who  sympathises 
more  deeply  with  the  sorrow  and  anxiety  than 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen.  (Applause.)  We 
sympathise  all  of  us  with  her  in  the  trial  through 
which  she,  in  common  with  the  whole  country, 
has  passed.  We  honour  her  as  the  head  of  an 
empire  which  to-day  is  more  united  and  more 
conscious  of  devotion  and  loyalty  than  ever,  and 
never  in  the  memory  of  any  one  of  us  can  there 
have  been  a  time  when  this  toast  of  the  Queen 
has  been  drunk  with  truer  and  more  grateful 
feeling  than  it  will  be  by  us  to-night.  (Applause.) 

The  National  Anthem  having  been  sung,  the 
Chairman  gave  "  The  Fly  Fishers'  Club."  He 
said :  I  rise  to  give  you  a  toast  which  really  needs 
no  recommendation  from  me.  We  are  going  to 
drink  our  own  health — the  health,  that  is,  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club.  (Applause.)  Now  that  club 
consists  of  members  who  are  devoted  to  the  most 
healthy,  the  most  enjoyable,  and  the  best  of  all 
recreations  and  pursuits,  viz.,  fly  fishing. 
(Applause.)    I  have,  of  course,  friends  who  do 


when  the  past  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  may  be 
regarded  as  the  most  interesting  of  the  three 
stages.  The  present  is  satisfactory,  and  the 
future  is  full  of  possibilities.  The  club  has,  I  believe, 
already  a  most  interesting  library,  but,  after  aU, 
libraries  which  are  so  useful  for  information  and 
for  research  are  surpassed  by  a  collection  of  in- 
dividuals, who  impart  knowledge  and  experience 
to  each  other.  The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  is  a 
collection  of  individual  experiences.  Those  ex- 
periences are  never  half  so  telling  as  when  they 
are  communicated  by  anyone  at  first  hand  to 
another.  The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  have  opportuni- 
ties for  the  spread  of  knowledge  and  the  com- 
parison of  experiences  in  the  most  agreeable  way 
possible.  Sometimes  we  think  we  have  advanced 
to  such  a  stage  that  there  is  nothing  more  to 
be  learned  and  nothing  more  to  be  done — well  I 
would  not  say  that  there  is  not  a  good  deal  to  be 
done,  especially  in  the  way  of  individual  ex- 
perience. I  read  the  other  day  in  the  news- 
papers that  the  School  Board  for  London,  which 
has  devoted  great  attention  to  the  education  of 
children,  was  beginning  to  devote  attention  as  to 
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not  agree  with  me  in  this,  but  that  is  only 
because  they  do  not  know,  and  we  may,  perhaps, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  evening,  bestow  a 
little  expression  of  regret  for  their  ignorance 
and  their  misfortunes.  (Laughter.)  The  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,  I  am  glad  to  know,  has 
good  reason  for  having  its  health  drunk  to-night. 
We  have  not  merely  to  wish  it  good  fortune 
because  it  has  had  it,  and  we  may  congratulate  it 
upon  it.  Why,  gentlemen,  it  has  acquired  a  club- 
house !  There  has  been  a  great  increase  of 
membership  and  an  increase  of  subscriptions,  and 
what  greater  test  could  you  have  of  the  flourishing 
condition  of  an  institution  than  thatP  Now  if 
such  a  society  as  this  ia  flourishing,  thanks  are 
due  in  a  very  special  degree  to  those  few  indi- 
viduals who  hold  offices  or  who  form  committees 
in  connection  with  the  club,  upon  whom  the 
burden  of  the  work  of  organisation  must  greatly 
rest.  That  must  be  bo  in  all  oases  of 
the  kind.  Now  in  everything  there  are 
three  stages — the  past,  the  present,  and 
the  future.  I  hope  that  the  time  may  neVer  oome 


how  they  were  to  be  fed.  Now,  my  thoughts  are 
always  running  upon  fishing,  and  this  suggested 
to  me  something  in  fishing  which  may  not, 
perhaps,  be  obvious  to  those  membei's  who  are  not 
so  fond  of  fly-fishing  as  I  am.  They  are  dealing 
with  children,  but  how  about  trout?  We  have 
educated  our  trout  most  successfully.  (Hear  hear.) 
There  is  nothing  to  complain  of  in  the  education 
of  trout,  certainly — but  really  there  is  some- 
thing to  find  fault  with  in  regard  to  their  feeding. 
We  have  taken  exceedingly  little  trouble  about 
feeding  our  trout — far  less  than  we  have 
done  about  their  education.  Let  us  take  a  leaf 
out  of  the  book  of  the  London  School  Board. 
I  am  convinced  that  a  great  deal  might  well  be 
done.  Here,  therefore,  is  one  of  those  subjects 
for  research  where  I  think  the  Fly  Fishers'  Olub 
may  provide  most  useful  information  in  the 
future.  Let  me  give  you  an  incident  of  what 
happened  on  a  Highland  looh.  It  was  not  a  very 
large  looh,  only  big  enough  to  provide  ample 
fishing  foi"  tw^o  rods  a  day.  It  had  never 
had   any   fish  in   it,  and  was  stoVsked  with 
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yearling  Loch  Levens.  Great  pains  were  taken 
in  one  or  two  following  seasons  to  educate 
those  Loch  Levens,  but  they  acquired  a 
fine,  rich,  dark,  peaty  colour.  They  were 
apparently  lively  and  thriving,  but  they  never 
attained  the  weight — even  the  biggest  of  them — 
of  a  quarter  of  a  pound,  and  that  went  on  for  two 
or  thi-ee  years.  My  friend,  who  owned  the  loch, 
thought  that  enough  had  been  done  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  Loch  Levens,  and  thought  that 
perhaps  he  iiad  better  pay  a  little  attention  to  the 
feeding.  So  he  imported  some  freshwater 
shrimps,  and  turned  them  down  in  suitable  places. 
Those  little  trout  which  remained  stationary  two 
or  three  years  at  once  went,  with  a  bound,  to  a 
weight  of  nearly  a  pound.    That,  I  think,  is  an 


instance  of-a  neglected  study,  viz.,  that  of  feeding 
trout,  and  I  think  it  is  a  study  which  is  as 
important  as  the  education  of  them.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Now,  having  said  a  word  on  behalf  of  the  trout,  I 
must  in  all  faiiness  say  a  word  about  the  salmon. 
Salmon,  we  are  told,  do  not  care  to  be  fed  at  all — 
that  is  the  latest  theory.  He  won't  have  it  when 
yon  offer  it  to  him.  I  know  he  won't  very  often 
take  what  I  present  to  him.  I  am  told  that  is  a 
general  experience,  and  that  the  most  scientific 
authorities,  with  all  references  on  "  cooking  "  at 
their  command,  cannot  attract  fish  any  more  than 
I  can  with  the  flies,  elementary  things,  which  I 
offer.  I  think  that  if  we  do  not  pay  so  much 
attention  to  the  feeding  of  the  salmon,  we 
may  to  th«  breeding;   and   I    imagine  that 


there  is  a  good  deal  to  be  done  in  the  way  of 
encouraging  the  rearing  of  young  salmon  more 
than  has  been  attempted.  I  will  say  a  serious 
word  to  you  on  this  subject,  because  it  is 
really  a  momentous  question.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  in  this  country  we  have  been  living  upon 
our  capital,  in  regard  to  salmon,  for  some  years 
past.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  supply  has  undoubtedly 
diminished.  But  in  this  connection  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  the  Government  have  lately  announced 
their  intention  of  appointing  a  Royal  Commission 
to  enquire  into  the  question.  I  welcome  it 
because  I  am  convinced  that  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  his  office  mean  business  in 
this  matter.  I  repeat  I  welcome  it,  and  I  hope 
other  people  will,  because  I  have  heard  of  occa- 


sions when  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Com- 
mission has  not  been  received  with  entire 
satisfaction.  I  have  been  a  member  of  more  than 
one,  and  therefore  I  speak  of  them  in  the  abstract 
with  entire  reverence ;  but  when  I  hear  of  a  Royal 
Commission  being  appointed,  I  am  sometimes 
reminded  of  a  story  which  I  am  sure  is  familiar 
to  all  of  us,  but  which  I  must  use  to 
illustrate  my  point.  The  owner  of  a  Highland 
forest,  when  a  guest  was  about  to  go  out  stalking, 
was  approached  by  his  stalker  overnight  and 
asked  whether  the  gueet  was  to  shoot  a  stag  or  to 
see  a  stag,  or  to  be  taken  for  a  walk.  (Laughter.) 
Well,  when  a  Royal  Commission  is  appointed,  I 
ask,  a  it  intended  just  to  take  up  time  and  shelve 
the  cfuestioH,  or  if  it  goes  thWcftighly  to  wtovk  to 


find  a  remedy  and  makes  a  good  report  will  that 
report  be  acted  upon  ?  In  this  caae  I  am 
persuaded  that  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  his  office  do  mean  business,  and  that 
the  Commission  which  has  been  appointed  will 
enquire  into  the  matter  fully,  and  the  recom- 
mendations arrived  at  will  bear  fruit.  What  is 
the  special  case  with  regard  to  the  salmon  ?  It  is 
not  getting  fair  play.  1  have  been  told  that  on  more 
than  one  Highland  river  a  few  generations  ago 
everybody  might  fish  in  that  river — and  any 
shepherd  or  any  angler  who  so  desired  might  take 
a  fish  from  the  river  when  he  wished.  But  in 
those  days  there  were  far  more  fish  in  the  river 
than  there  are  now.  Why  is  it?  Well,  it  is 
because  there  were  no  nets  at  the  mouth  then — 
no  sending  salmon  to  the  market.  The  river 
then  more  than  supplied  the  wants  of  the 
neighbourhood.  But  now  salmon  are  sent  into 
the  markets  of  the  world,  and  you  want 
far  greater  attention  given  to  the  rivers  than 
was  required  in  the  days  of  which  I  speak. 
Take  the  case  of  an  estate  on  which  two  people 
had  separate  rights  of  shooting.  If  they  exer- 
cised those  rights  separately  without  intermission 
what  would  be  the  resjilt  P  Neither  would  rear 
any  birds  for  fear  that  the  other  man  would 
shoot  them.  When  either  of  them  went  out  he 
would  shoot  as  many  as  he  possibly  could, 
and  the  other  man  would  get  what  he  left.  Very 
soon  there  would  be  nothing  to  shoot.  If,  how- 
ever, they  combined  together  and  said,  "  we  have 
both  got  an  interest  in  this,  let  us  consider  how 
we  can  serve  both  interests,"  very  soon  they 
would  ^t  far  more  birds  off  that  estate  each 
of  them  than  before.  That  is  what  we  want  in 
the  salmon  question — a  better  adjustment  of  the 
different  interests.  We  do  not  want  each 
individual  interest*  trying  how  much  it  can  get, 
but  the  various  interests  of  every  river  brought 
together  so  that  it  may  be  seen  how  the  thing 
can  be  managed  in  the  interest  of  all.  If  the 
Royal  Commission  can  bring  that  about,  both 
net  fishermen  and  anglers  will  get  far  more 
salmon  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  than 
they  are  getting  at  the  present  time.  I  am 
sure  that  what  I  have  said  already  will  suggest 
to  many  of  you  how  very  little  really  the  question 
of  fishing  is  understood,  except  by  those  who  have 
taken  a  practical  part  in  it.  It  is  not  under- 
stood by  those  who  do  not  fish.  Sometimes  the 
very  use  of  the  word  "  fishing,"  is  uncom- 
plimentary. If  you  talk  of  fishing  for  compli- 
ments you  do  not  pay  a  compliment  to  the 
person  to  whom  you  say  it,  and  when  you  talk  of 
political  pai*ties  fishing  for  votes  you  look  upon 
it  as  a  disagreeable  proceeding,  especially  as  they 
often  do  so  in  each  other's  water — (laughter) — and 
if  you  say  a  man  has  been  engaged  in  a  fishy 
transaction,  I  am  not  sure  that  you  do 
not  lay  yourselves  open  to  an  action  for 
slander.  Why  this  should  be  so  I  do  not  profess 
to  explain,  but  the  ignorance  of  fishing  amongst 
one's  friends  is  sometimes  a  little  embarrassing. 
Anyone  who  fishes  is  supposed  to  be  an  idle  man. 
I  am  sure  that  is  not  the  experience  of  the 
members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club.  A  fly  fisher- 
man is  most  assuredly  not  an  idle  man.  If  I 
absent  myself  from  the  House  of  Commons  for  a 
day  during  the  Session,  when  I  return  my  friends 
say :  "  Oh  !  I  suppose  you've  been  fishing ;  "  and 
they  do  not  intend  it  as  a  compliment.  Very 
often,  too,  one's  friends  who  say  that  spend  four 
or  five  times  as  much  time  in  the  year  at  playing 
golf  as  I  do  in  fly  fishing,  and  not  only  that,  but 
positively  make  a  merit  of  it.  I  notice  that  people 
who  do  play  golf  always  consider  that  it  ought  to 
be  placed  to  their  credit  in  the  same  way  as 
a  man  who  is  taking  medicine,  or  is  on  a 
medical  regime,  considers  he  is  doing  his  duty 
to  his  constituents,  colleagues,  employers, 
friends,  or  relations,  or  whoever  else  may  be 
interested  in  his  good  behaviour.  (Laughter.) 
And,  again,  what  is  one  supposed  to  have 
been  doing  while  out  fishing  ?  Some  of  my 
less  fortunate  friends — in  the  sense  that  they 
do  not  fish — have  a  picture  of  me  in  their  minds 
perpetually,  and  it  is  something  of  this  kind, 
that  I  am  generally  sitting  in  a  punt,  anchored  in 
the  middle  of  a  flooded  river,  in  the  pouring  rain, 
watching  a  float,  with  a  bag  of  worms  on  one  side 
of  me  and  a  bottle  of  beer  on  the  other.  (Loud 
laughter.)  Therefore,  I  am  glad  that  this  club 
is  named  The  Fly  Fishers'  Olub,  because, 
at   any    rate,    the  mere   title  may   help  to 


VENUS  AND  CUPID  FLY  PISHING, 

This  charming  picture  (which  was  lent  by  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Oazetle  to  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  for  their  annual  dinner  menu)  is  a  copy  of  a  wall  painting  at  Pompeii,  and  is  probably 
more  than  a  thousand  years  old. 
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correct    some    of    the    misconceptions  which 
arise.    (Applause.)    Then,  I  find    again,  that 
one    is    asked    this     embarrassing  question 
whatever   the   season   may   be.     It  was  only 
the  other  day,  afrer  a  very  wet  week  in  January, 
and    my   friend   said    to   me.   "  This  weather 
suits  you,  I  should  think."    (Laughter.)    I  did 
not  rise  to  his  point.    I  did  not  realise  what 
he  meant.    I  was  a  little  embarrassed,  and  I  said 
"  Well,  the  fact  is  we  have  had  a  great  many  dry 
seasons  lately,  and  the  streams  are  rather  low,  and 
water  famines  are  very  serious  things,  especially  in 
large  towns."    "  No,"  replied  my  friend,  "  I  do 
not  mean  that ;  I  suppose  you  have  been  fishing." 
(Laughter.)    Think  what  a  dilemma  that  puts 
•you  in.    What  are  you  to  do  to  answer  that 
question  in  January  ?    If  you  say  nothing  you 
leave  your  friend  under  a  lamentable  impression, 
which  is   hardly  consistent  with  the  obliga 
tions  of    real  friendship,   to  say  nothing  of 
leaving  him  in  a  state  of  ignorance  which  you 
should  do  something  to  correct.    To  get  out  of 
the  difficulty  you  have  to  enter  upon  explanations, 
and  begin  a  long  story,  or  perhaps  try  and  cut  it 
short  by  saying  that  trout  are  not  in  condition  at 
this  time  of  year.    He  says  "  Why  not  ?  "  and  you 
commence  to  explain  the  mysteries  of  spawning, 
and  the  effect  it  has  upon  the  fish.    You  are  led 
to  explain  the  difference  between  trout  and  chub, 
and  to  tell  how  the  great  charm  of  fishing  comes 
in  the  long  days  and  warm  weather  when  the 
birds  are  singing  and  there  is  a  rise  of  fly,  and  so 
on.    Tou  realise  that  your  friend  is  pulling  a 
long  face,  and  you  begin  to  understand,  too,  that 
when  he  next  meets  you  in  the  street  he  will  cross 
over  to  the  other  side.    If  you  belong  to  the 
same  club,  when  he  enters  he  will  leave  you 
severely  alone,  and  will  avoid  the  sight  of  you 
and  the  sound  of  your  voice  for  ever  afterwards, 
and  your  friend,  who  may  have  every  other  good 
quality  except  that  of  being  a  fly  fisherman,  will 
go  and  teU  all  your  other  friends  what  an  utter 
bore  you  are,  and  what  a  pity  it  is  that  you  have 
got  fly  fishing  on  the  brain  !    I  must  not  run  the 
risk  of  enlarging  too  much,  because  even  a  fly 
fisherman,  I  am  afraid,  may  be  a  bore  or  have  too 
much  to  say  upon  a  subject  at  times  when  they 
have  no  immediate  opportunity  of  practising  it. 
Well,  I  am  glad  to  observe  as  a  healthy  sign 
in  the   Fly  Fishers'  Club  that  we    are  not 
unanimous.    There  are  two  schools  of  thought. 
They  find  their  way  into  the  newspapers.  There 
is  a    controversy    being   carried    on  between 
the  wet  and  dry  fly  fishermen.    I  am  not  the 
least  afraid  of  differences  of  opinion.    I  belong  to 
an  institution  where  differences  of  opinion  are 
real,  but    I  observed    in   the  correspondence 
between  the  wet  fly  and  the  dry  fly  fishermen 
what  I  have  observed  elsewhere,  the  want  of 
experience  does  not  always  lead  to  impartiality, 
and  I  think  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter  is 
this,  that  an  ounce  of  experience  is  worth  a 
pound  of  theory.    When  I  see  something  with 
which  I  do  not  agree,  or  which — I  would  go  a 
little  further  and  say — within  the  limits  of  my 
own  experience  I   know  to  be  wrong,  I  wish 
people  would  go  and.  try.    It  is  extraordinary 
now  long  people  will  go  on  argumg  without 
experimenting.    I  think  it  is  nearly  100  years, 
if   not    more,   since    a  very  correct  account 
was  written  of  the  way  a  young  cuckoo  turns 
other  young  birds  out  of  a  nest,  and  yet  people  say 
it  is  impossible,  but  all  they  have  to  do  is  to  find 
the  young  cuckoo  and  go  and  try.  (Laughter.) 
I  started  a  theory  a  little  time  ago  that  some- 
times a  trout  in  its  distress  in  a  weedy  river,  in 
despair  lays  hold  of  the  weeds  with  its  mouth 
in  order  to  resist  the  strain  of  the  line.  Well, 
-that  theory  has  not  met  witn  universal  acceptance, 
but  I  look  forward  in  the  course  of  time  to  having 
it  proved  by  other  experiences  than  my  own. 
I  will  give  one  argument  against  that  theory, 
which   I   give  you  as  a  very  good  example, 
though,  for  all  I   know,  the  gentleman  who 
used  it  may  be  present  in  this  room.    As  to 
how  little  theory  is  worth  as  against  experience,  I 
was  told  that  this  catching  hold  of  weeds  by  a 
trout  could  not  be  true,  because  if  you  lay  hold  of 
a  dog  and  attempt  to  pull  him,  the  dog  will  not 
lay  hold  of  the  area  railings.    (Laughter.)    A  dog 
was  a  more  intelligent  animal  than  the  trout,  and 
therefore  a  trout  could  not  lay  hold  of  a  weed. 
That  was  the  argument,  to  which  of  course  I  would 
reply  that  I  do  not  consider  it,  and  never  asserted 
that  it  was,  a  great  sign  of  intelligence  on  the  pai-t 


of  a  trout  to  lay  hold  of  a  weed ;  that  a  trout  is 
not  a  dog,  and  that  area  railings  are  not  weed 
(Laughter.)    I  only  mention  this  theory,  which  is 
interesting  to  me,  bpcause  it  has  been  contro 
verted  and  has  not  met  with  a  general  acceptance 
I  go  further  ;  I  should  like  to  see  it  proved 
but    I    must    admit   when  you  have  proved 
it,    if    it    is  proved,  that  I  do    not  exactly 
see  in  this   age  of  utility  how  you   are  to 
be  much  nearer  landing  the  trout  than  you  were 
before.    Therefore,  I  only  allude  to  it  because 
assume  that  anything  that  is  worth  controverting 
is  worthy  of  proof  and  examination.  Well 
gentlemen,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  club, 
I  couple  with  it  the  names  of  our  president,  Mr. 
C.   H.  Cook,  and  our  treasurer,   Mr.   R.  B 
Marston.    Both  are  names  well  known  to  all  of 
us.    Perhaps  Mr.  Cook  (if  I  may  go  perilously 
near  making  an  Irish  bull)  is  better  known  under 
another  name.*  Both  have  given  us  much  delight 
and    much    instruction    by    their  writings. 
(Applause.)    The  amount  of  printed  matter  in 
this  country  is  so  great,  the  amount  of  news- 
papers, articles,  and  books  that  are  printed  on 
the  subject  of  fishing  make  one  think  twice 
before  reading  them.    I  look  at  the  end  of  the 
article  before  reading,  and  if  ever  I  see  the  names 
of  the  gentlemen  with  whom  this  toast  is  asso- 
ciated, Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
I,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  every  one  of  us,  i.s 
sure  to  read  what  is  written  above  those  names 
and  though  I  do  not  couple  them  with  the  toast, 
there  are  three  other  names  I  should  like  to 
mention,  because  this  evening  is  something  of  a 
special  occasion  with  regard  to  all  of  them 
First  of  all  let  me  remind  you  that  you  have  here 
the  Hon.  Sir  Ford  North  (applause),  who  has 
reached   the   happiest  period  to  which   we  all 
look  forward  in  our  lives,   our   retirement — 
retirement  not  fi'om  fishing — from  anything  else 
you  like.    We  should  accept  the  advice  to  do 
everything  in  our  power  to  avoid  making  the 
acquaintance  of  judges  in  their  official  capacity 
(laughter),  but  we  set  great  store  by  the  honour 
and  high  reputation  of  the  judicial  bench.  The 
whole  country  is  proud  of  it,  and  we  honour  any 
individual  belonging  to  it  who  has,  as  Sir  Ford 
North  has  done  for  many  years,  contributed  so 
much  to  the  reputation  of  that  great  body  by  the 
way  in  which  he  discharged  the  high  trust  which 
was  committed  to  him.    (Applause.)    We  honour 
him  for  the  work  he  has  done — we  congratulate 
him  on  the  leisure  which  is  oefore  him.    I  am 
sure  he  looks  forward  to  whatever  leisure  he 
may  have  before  him  in  his  retirement  from 
the  judicial  bench — it  does  not  mean  complete 
leisure,  but  it  does  mean  the  opportunity  of 
leisure — with  all  the  greater  pleasure  because  he 
is  an  enthusiastic  fisherman.    (Applause.)  Then 
let  me  congratulate  also  another  member,  Mr. 
Gwynne  James,  who  is  not  in  the  same  position ; 
indeed,  he  is  in  an  exactly  opposite  position.  I 
must  guard  myself  against  being  misunderstood. 
I  do  not  mean  opposite  in  point  of  honour,  but  that 
he  is  not  retiring.    He  has  entered  upon  a  new 
sphere  of  duties,  and  we  all  congratulate  him  upon 
his  appointment,  and  upon  the  work  which  is  before 
him,  trusting  that  it  may  leave  him  some  leisure 
for  fly  fishing.    And  thirdly,  there  is  the  name  of 
Mr.  William  Senior.  (Applause.)  He  holds  a  most 
important  position  in  the  world,  not  only  of  fish- 
ing, but  of  sport,  and  I  think  we,  as  fly  fishers, 
may    congratulate    ourselves    that    the  high 
position  which  he  holds  is  occupied  by  one  who  is 
such  an  authority  upon  fly  fishing  as  he  is.  I 
trust,  too,  that  he  has  a  most  competent  staff ; 
indeed,  I  am  sure  he  has — as  in  that  case — not 
because  there  are  any  shortcomings  on  his  own 
part,  any  want  of  knowledge  or  power,  but  solely 
because  the  more  competent  his  staff  with  a 
better  conscience  will  he  be  able  to  take  days  off 
during  the  busy  season  even  for  fly  fishing. 
(Laughter.)    I  give  you  the  toast  of  the  "  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,"  coupled  with  the  names  of  the 
president  and  treasurer,  and  I  ask  you  to  drink 
it  with  enthusiasm.    (Loud  applause.) 

Mr.  0.  H.  Cook  ("  John  Bickerdyke  ")  said : 
Sir  Edward  Grey,  Vice-Chairmen,  and  brother 
members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, — May  I  first 
of  all,  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  add  our  con- 
gratulations to  those  of  Sir  Edward  Grey  to  Sir 
Ford  North  and  Mr.  Gwynne  James,  and  also  to 
my  old  friend,  Mr.  Wm.  Senior.  We  are  all 
heartily  delighted  to  know  that  each  of  them  has 
*  "John  Biokerdyke." 


moved  a  step  forward  towards  greater  happiness. 
Sir  Ford  North  will  now  have  leisui-e  to  fish,  and 
Mr.  Senior  will,  we  hope,  still  have  many  op- 
portunities of  fishing,  and  while  Mr.  Gwynne 
James  is  on  circuit  as  a  County  Court  judge  I 
have  no  doubt  that  he  will  fish  likewise.  One 
of  the  key  notes  of  the  chairman's  speech  was 
"  feeding,"  and,  after  one  of  the  best  dinners  we  have 
ever  had,  I  could  not  help  feeling  how  much  more 
comfortable  it  would  be  for  the  speakers  if  they 
could  make  their  speeches  before  feeding  rather 
than  after.    Whether  that  would  be  more  agree- 
able to  the  listeners  it  is  not  for  me  to  say.    It  is, 
however,  a  point  open  for  discussion  on  some 
future  evening.    The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  has  had  a 
year  of  extraordinary  and  notable  prosperity,  and 
looking  back,  I  want,  if  you  will  allow  me,  to  go 
just  for  one  moment  into  ancient  history.  I  want 
to  bring  you  back  to  days  when  I  sat  in  that 
chair,  and  told  you  a  little  story.    I  am  going  to 
tell  it  over  again,  because  I  learned  it  from  one  of 
Sir  Edward  Grey's  colleagues  (Mr.  Ackland) ; 
and  another  reason  why  I  repeat  it  is  that  there 
may  be  some  new  members  here  who  have  not 
heard  it.    It  was  the  story  of  a  French  priest, 
who,  following  some  beautiful  religious  pastoral 
custom  was  going  round  blessing  the  fields  that 
they  might  grow  good  crops.    He  walked  from 
field  to  field,  blessing  each  in  turn.   As  he  went 
on  he  presently  came  to  a  field  and  looked  at  it, 
and  was  walking  on.    The  peasant  who  owned  the 
field  said,  "Father,  you  have  not  blessed  my  field." 
The  priest  answered  not  a  word,  but  walked  on. 
"  Father,  you  have  not  blessed  my  field,"  the 
peasant  repeated.     Again  the  priest  answered 
nothing.     The   man  said  for  the  third  time, 
"  Father,  you  have  not  blessed  my  field."  The 
priest  replied,  "  My  son,  I  did  not  bless  your  field 
because  your  field  requires  manure."  (Laughter.) 
Now  I  took  that  little  story  as  my  text,  and  I 
remember  saying  that  it  was  no  good  blessing  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  because  it  wanted  manure — the 
manure  of  some  new  members.    (Loud  laughter.) 
Well,  I  will  say,  "  fertiliser,"  if  you  like — some- 
thing to  make  it  grow,  and  nothing  would  do  that 
like    new   members.    They  were  required  to 
fertilise  it,  and  I  ventured  to  say  that  there  was  a 
large  number  of  men  who  did  not  join  because 
they  thought  they  were  not  good  enough  fly  fishers. 
We  would  make  them  so,  for,  as  I  pointed  out, 
there  was  nothing  we  would  like  better  than  to 
have  new  members  to  whom  we  could  tell  old 
stories.    (Laughter.)    But  we  had  formerly  very 
little  to  offer  new  members.    The  old  club  was 
held  together  by  the  bond  of  sympathy  existing 
between  fly  fishers,  and  new  members,  fertilising 
members,  were  sadly  wanted.    But  they  did  not 
come  in  because  they  had  not  the  facility  as  fly 
fishers,  which  they  thought  necessary  in  those  days 
before  joining  the  club.     The  bond  of  sympathy 
to  which  I  have  referred  held  the  old  members 
together  up  to  a  certain  point.  Some  were,  howaver, 
droppingoff,  and  it  occurred  to  me  that  possibly  the 
bond  of  sympathy  wanted  cementing.    We  could 
not  get  the  fertiliser,  so  let  us  try  and  obtain  the 
cement.    That  cement  has  been  obtained  during 
the  past  year,  and  consists  of  new  premises — better 
premises  than  we  have  ever  had  before.    We  have 
a  better  situation,  smoking  room,  dining  room,  a 
pleasant  library,  and  the  club  is  one  of  the  cosiest 
in  London.    As  a  result  the  fertiliser  has  begun 
to  flow  over  our  field  of  work,  and  is  still  flowing, 
for  we  have  made  additions  to  our  member- 
ship to  the  extent  of   114  members.    I  do 
not  think,  therefore,  that  ever  again  will  the 
bond  of  sympathy  which  held  us  together  be 
strained  as  it  has  been  in  the  past.     I  am 
not  going  to  say  anything  about  the  financial 
position  of  the  club,  but  I  claim  for  the  committee 
that  they  have  acted  like  men  of  business ;  they 
have  counted  the  cost  before  they  began  the  work. 
There  is  one  characteristic  of  this  club  which  is 
wanting  in  most  clubs.    This  club  is  to  the 
man  in  London  what  the  river's  bank  is  to  the 
man  in  the  country.    If  you  go  on  to  the  river's 
bank  and  meet  a  brother  sportsman  you  do  not 
need  any  introduction  ;  you  merely  say  "  What 
sport  P  "  first,  then  "  What  fly  ?  "  and  lastly 
What  does  it  weigh  ?  "    (Laughter.)    That  is  all 
the  introduction  required  in  the  country,  and  when 
we  are  at  the  club  we  do  not,  when  we  see  a  man 
enter,  get  into  a  corner,  put  the  paper  up  before 
our  eyes,  and  glare  over  it  at  the  intruder  as 
"f  he  were  our  mortal  enemy.    Long  may  that 
remain  the  characteristic  of  the  club.   I  therefor^ 
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say  that,  even  as  marmalade  is  said  to  be  an 
excellent  substitute  for  butter  in  some  cases,  our 
club  is  when  we  are  in  London  an  excellent 
substitute  for  the  river.  We  meet  people  who  go 
to  the  rivers  and  fly  fish.  We  may  go  to  the  club 
and  talk  flies,  trout,  and  salmon  to  our  heart's 
content  and  be  as  happy  as  it  is  possible  to  be 
away  from  the  river  side.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  R.    B.    Marston,  who  apologised  for 
suffering  from  a  severe  cold,  said  that,  as  their 
hon.  treasurer,  he  had  the  pleasure  for  the  seven- 
teenth time,  he  thought,  of  standing  upon  his 
legs  to  tell  them  about  the  position  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club.    And  he  could  truly  say  that  it 
had  never  been  in  a  more  flourishing  condition 
than  it  was  at  the  present  time.    For  his  own 
part,  he  was  bound  to  say  that  he  had  not 
agi-eed  with  the  President,  as  he  feared  they 
would  not  be  able  to  carry  out  the  scheme 
of  having    a    clubhouse    of   their    own.  He 
was,  however,  glad  to  find  that  he  had  been 
perfectly  wrong  in  his  surmise,  and  that  those 
who  had  looked  with  favour  upon  the  proposal 
had  been  perfectly  right.    The  club  was  one  of 
the  best,  and  now  that  it  had  started  the  new 
premises  he  hoped  it  would  go  on  and  prosper  for 
a  very  long  time.     The  financial  position  at  the 
present  time  was  this :  The  income  from  subscrip- 
tions amounted  to  the  sum  of  £760.   Since  the  year 
commencing  Jan.  1, 1899,  they  had  had  115  new 
members,  and  they  had  upon  their  paying  list 
Sol'  members,  so  that  this  had  been  considerably 
extended.    The  financial  position,  they  would  see, 
was  therefore  very  satisfactory.     The  annual 
meeting  would  be  held  in  a  short  time,  and  they 
would  have  all  the  figures  fully  placed  before 
them.    He  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  about 
one  or  two  attractions  of  the  club.    They  might 
remember  that  on  a  previous  occasion  of  this 
kind  some  years  ago  he  had  suggested  that 
the  club  should  form  a  collection  of  fly-tying 
materials  for  salmon    and  trout  flies.  This 
was  now  an  accomplished  fact,  thanks  to  the 
kindness  of  many  of  their  friends  who  had  come 
forward  with  feathers,  hackles,  and  flies,  and  given 
.  them  to  the  club.     They  had  now,  thanks  to 
Mr.  W.  Pingo  Horton,  Mr.  Skues,  Mr.  Ohlson, 
Mr.  Halford,  Dr.  Wiblin,  and  others,  the  finest 
collection  of  materials  for  trout  and  salmon  flies 
which  ever  existed  in  any  part  of  the  world.  It 
was,  indeed,  perfectly  unique.    They  had  a  new 
idea  before  them  now,  and  Mr.  Halford  on  the  last 
occasion  he   (the   speaker)  saw  him,  had  gone 
into  the  matter  with  him,  and  the  idea  was  to 
have  a  collection  of  all  the  natural  flies  they  saw 
when  they  went  fishing.    Although  Mr.  Ohlson 
had  begun  such  a  collection  as  that  indicated,  it 
was  in  a  very  immature  condition  at  the  present 
moment,  but  Mr.  Halford  had  promised  that  he 
would  lend  them  his  fine  collection,  and  help  in 
other  ways,  and  with  the  assistance  of  members 
of  the  club,  who  fish  waters  all  over  the  country, 
they  would  be  able,  he  felt  sure,  to  get  together 
the  finest  collection  of  flies  they  could  possibly 
desire.   They  would  then  have  the  food  of  the 
fish,  to  which  their  chairman  had  so  well  referred, 
before  their  eyes  which  would  be  a  very  impor- 
tant matter.    During  the  last  few  months  the 
country  had  been  at  war,  and  he  would  like  to  say 
in  this  connection  that  he  had  started  in  the 
Fishing   Gazette  a  little   fund   for  supplying 
tobacco  to  our  wounded  soldiers  coming  back 
from  South  Africa.     A  good  many  gentlemen 
present  had  supported  the  idea,  and  he  would  like 
to  tell  them  how  much  the  men  appreciated  the 
tobacco  he  had  been  able  to  present  to  them 
through    the    subscriptions    which    had  been 
received.    If  those  who  had  supported  the  fund 
could  see  the  great  joy  which  those  men  expressed 
on  getting  that  tobacco  they  would  be  satisfied 
that  the  money  given  had  been  thoroughly  well 
bestowed.    ( Applause.)  The  club  was  exceedingly 
fortunate  in  having  amongst  them  that  evening 
their    friend,   Sir    Ford    North,    and    it  was 
eepecially  gratifying   to  see  Sir  Edward  Grey 
in  the  chair.     (Hear,  hear.)     His  book  on  fly 
fishing  was  well  known  to  all  present.  Now, 
continued    Mr.    Marston,   Sir   Edward  Grey, 
in  his  introdactien  to  his  charming  book  on  fly 
fishing,  tells  us  that  the  writer  of  a  book  on 
angling  ought  to  be  temperate  in  his  lan- 
<iv.\r,K,,  and,  above  all,  not  dogmatic.    I  think, 
gentlemen,  that  Sir  Edward  Grey  must  have  had 
in  mind  a  little  book,  published  nearly  fifty  years 
ago,  called  "  The  Temperance  Fishing  Book,"  by 


Joseph  Wells.  It  is  a  very  scarce  work,  and  1 
think  a  few  short  extracts  wUl  interest  you.  Our 
author  leads  off  by  saying : 

"  Many  of  the  most  eminent  men  this  country  can  boast 
— pbiloeophers,  poets,  divines,  painters,  Bcnlptors,  and 
scitntiGc  men — have  made  angling  one  of  their  main 
recreations,  and  of  one  of  the  oldest  men  thit  this  conntry 
ever  produced,  Henry  Jenkins,  bom  at  Bolton  in  York- 
shire, in  the  year  1500,  it  is  recorded  that  he  fished  mnch 
of  his  time  for  140  years  and  died  at  the  good  old  aste  of 
169— THUS  rKOViNG,  says  our  author,  the  healthfulneas 
OF  ANGLING  TO  PROLONG  LIFE."  (Laughter.) 

That  is  a  pretty  good  fish  story  for  a  temperate 
angler  to  begin  with.  To  show  you  what  our 
author  means  by  his  title,  I  must  tell  you  how  he 
defines  temperance. 

"  Temperance,"  he  says,  "  will  not  apply  to  the  drinking 
of  intoxicating  drinks  as  a  beverage  or  the  use  of  tobacco, 
excejit  when  ordered  as  medicine  (laughter),  for  all  other 
use  of  these  poise  ns  is  intemperance." 

The  following  remark  was  evidently  intended  for 
our  chairman  and  other  Members  of  Parliament 
present : 

"  To  govern  a  nation  requires  the  best  and  most  power- 
ful intellectual  capabilities  of  the  day.  Legisldttng,  then, 
in  thp  night  must  be  contrary  to  right  principle.  But 
what  is  priEelple  ?  "  he  asks,  and  replies,  "  Principles  are 
the  laws  of  God  and  Nature." 

Therefore  he  maintains  that 

"  It  is  not  right  for  a  man  to  shave  off  his  beard  and 
whiskers.  Gcd  has  given  these  hairy  appendages  for  good 
and  useful  purposes  to  distinguish  the  sexes."  (Great 
laughter.) 

Rather  a  libel  on  the  young  lady  on  our  toast 
list.  (Laughter.)  I  need  hardly  tell  you,  after 
these  specimens,  that  this  fiendishly  dogmatic 
angler  used  salmon  roe  as  bait  for  trout.  But 
no  angler  can  be  entirely  bad,  and  we  find  Mr. 
Wells  breaks  out  into  poetry,  and  says  that  when 
he  goes  fishing, 

"  He  leaves  the  town,  its  smoke  and  care. 
For  flowery  fields  and  proapeots  fair  ; 
And  casts  a  glowing  radiance  around , 
Sparkling  in  the  dewdrops  that  bestrew  the  ground." 

Then  drawing  near  a  farmhouse,  he  spies  the 
blooming  milkmaid  with  her  pail,  whom,  following 
to  the  door,  he  requests  the  purchase  of  a  basin 
of  new  milk  from  the  cow.  (Laughter.)  Well, 
gentlemen,  I  don't  think  Mr.  Wells  is  quite  the 
kind  of  angler  I  would  trust  with  my  milkmaid 
if  I  had  one.  I  only  wish  that  my  father,  the 
"  Amateur  Angler,"  could  have  been  with  us  this 
evening,  but  he  has  asked  me  to  say  he  wished 
you  God  speed,  and  desired  to  be  kindly  remem- 
bered to  all  old  friends  present.  I  thank  you 
most  cordially  for  having  listened  to  me. 
(Applause.) 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Ford  North  said :  Mr. 
Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — The  committee  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  have  done  me  an  honour  in 
requesting  me  to  propose  the  next  toast  on  the 
list,  and  I  recognise  in  the  acclamation  I  have 
just  heard  that  some  of  you  have  been  looking  at 
the  list  to  see  what  it  is,  and  are  giving 
evidence  of  your  intention  to  accord  it  a 
favourable  reception.  The  toast  is  "  Our  Guests," 
who  have  honoured  us  by  their  company 
this  evening.  Many  of  them  are  distinguished  in 
art,  science,  and  literature,  and  in  pursuits  of  one 
kind  or  another  to  which  many  of  us  have  devoted 
most  of  the  working  days  of  our  existence.  I  do 
not  propose  to  say  anything  more  this  evening 
with  regard  to  their  life  work.  Work  would  be 
intolerable,  and  life  would  be  prematurely  cut 
short  if  it  were  not  that  it  was  lightened  by 
intervals  of  relaxation  for  those  whose  time  for 
the  most  part  is  spent  in  the  midst  of  incessant 
toil  and  labour.  For  the  members  of  this  club 
many  of  those  intervals — far  too  short,  alas ! — 
very  often  are  devoted  to  sport  and  enjoyment 
by  the  water  side.  Many  of  us  know  from 
experience  in  the  midst  of  anxiety  and  work,  and 
trouble,  that  there  is  no  greater  rest  than  fishing. 
(Hear,  hear.)  It  enables  a  man  to  spend  many 
happy  days  in  the  pursuit  of  the  sport  we  all  love 
so  well,  and,  as  regards  the  younger  members,  in 
the  fond  anticipation  that  there  may  be  similar 
days  in  store  for  them  in  the  future.  One  of  the 
objects  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  is  to  provide 
relaxation.  It  is  so  well  known  that  I  will  not 
enlarge  upon  it.  They  have  no  greater  pleasure 
than  to  receive  at  these  annual  feasts  and  try  to 
entertain  those  congenial  spirits  who  have  taitjs 
and  fancies  similar  to  what  they  have  themselves. 
Of  the  guests  present  here  to-night  many  have  no 
doubt  dipped,  and  some  perhaps  deeply,  in  the 


stream  of  angling  enjoyment.     Theie  may  be 
some  who  have  not  yet  dipped  very  deeply, 
but  stand  on  the  brink,  but  I  hope  that  what 
they  may  hear  and   see   here   this  evening 
will  encourage  them  to  venture  in  and  to  wade 
across  to  our  shore.    They  will  find  shoals  of 
anglers  ready  to  help  them  to  land — anglers  of 
all  shades  of  experience  and  inexperience,  anglers 
full  of  mirth  and  enjoyment,  anglers  who,  like  fish, 
are  ever  ready  to  come  on  the  feed — (laughter) — and 
who  in  this  respect  differ  from  the  fish  and  from 
any  men  who  are  not  anglers  in  that  when  they  do 
come  upon  the  feed  they  do  not  prey  upon  one 
another.     Notwithstanding  what  the  chairman 
has  said  to-night,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  for 
many  of  us  our  days  of  angling  enjoyment  are 
coming  rapidly  to  a  close.    (No,  no.)    Some  of 
us  will  have  by  and  bye  to  lay  the  rod  and  line 
aside.    For  some  the  pleasures  of  hope  have  no 
longer  place,  and  the  pleasures  of  memory  must 
suffice.    There  are  some  who  at  the  present  day 
think  that  we  have  reached  the  palmiest  days  of 
angling— that  the  manufacture  of  tackle  has 
reached  such  a  point  of  perfection  that  anything 
beyond  it  is  scarcely  possible,  and  who  firmly 
believe  that  the  skill  and  science  of  our  best 
fishermen  can  hardly  ever  be  surpassed  in  any 
age.    There  are  others  who  are  present  this 
evening  who  may  have  the  pleasure  of  fishing 
some  thirty  or  forty  years  hence,  who  will  then 
perhaps  hear  remarks  made  about  those  hospitable, 
but  inexperienced  and  antiquated,  old  duffers  who 
fished  at  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  century,  who 
prided  themselTes  on  their  knowledge  and  skill, 
and  who  thought  that  nothing  could  be  better 
than  it  was  in  their  own  times,  but  whose  theories 
will  turn  out  to  have  been  exploded  long  ago, 
and  who  will  have  been  left  far  behind  in  the 
march  of  intellect  and  education.    Well,  it  may 
be  so,  and  I  am  sure  that  none  of  us  would 
hesitate  to  wish,  with  unfeigned  sincerity  and  with 
no  feeling  of  envy,  that  those  who  come  after  us 
should  have,  if  they  can,  still  better  times  than 
our  own.    But  I  do  not  feel  so  sanguine  for  the 
future.    I  think  that  when  that  advance  in  intelli- 
gence and  education  of  which  I  have  spoken  has 
come  about,  it  will  be  found  quite  as  vigorous  below 
the  surface  of  the  stream  as  it  is  upon  its  banks. 
It  will  be  found  that  the  length  of  our  rivers  has 
not  increased,  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
number  of  anglers  will  have  enormously  multi- 
plied ;   also  that  the  difficulties  which  anglers 
of    the    present     day    have    to  encounter, 
and    of    which    we    have    had    a    very  full 
share   arising    from    over   netting,  pollution, 
the  increase  of  abstraction  of  water,  and  other 
evils  of  that  kind  will  not  be  greatly  diminished. 
I  have  hopes,  for  that  Commission  of  which  we 
have  been  told,  and  trust  it  may  do  good.  We 
have  heard  so  often  of  efforts  being  made  with 
vigour  having  proved  unsuccessful  that  I  do  not 
feel  very  sanguine  about  the  future.  However, 
as  I  said,  I  trust  it  may  turn  out  to  be  otherwise, 
but  if  the  anglers  of  future  days  succeed  in 
attaining  the  amount  of  success  that  has  been 
won  by  the  grandfathers  of  the  club  in  its 
early    days,    I    think    they    will    have  very 
great  cause  for  satisfaction  and  thankfulness. 
(Applause.)    I  wiU  not  detain  you  further,  or 
trespass  upon  your  indulgence,  especially  as  I 
was  instructed  to  put  my  remarks  in  the  form  of 
a  brief,  but  while  asking  you  to  join  with  me  in 
drinking  to  the  toast  which  I  have  mentioned,  I 
venture  to  express  a  hope  that  those  whose 
healths  are  to  be  drunk  will  find  other  occasions 
like  this  to  be  present  as  members  of  the  club, 
and  bring  with  them  visitors  who  will  become 
members  with  them.     I  am  also  requested  to 
express  the  thanks  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names 
were  mentioned  by  the  chairman,  for  the  honour 
he  did  them  in  the  kind  remarks  which  he  made. 
I  beg  to  couple  with  the  present  toast  the  name 
of  Mr.  Yiend  King.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Yiend  King,  in  responding,  regretted  that 
some  one  better  qualified  had  not  been  chosen  for 
the  purpose,  for  he  had  to  make  the  astounding 
statement  that  he  was  not  a  fisherman.  Upon 
telling  a  friend  of  his  that  he  was  invited  to  the 
fly  fishers'  dinner,  the  friend  told  him  that  he 
ought  to  be  ashamed  to  show  his  face  in  any  con- 
gregation of  fishermen.  He  had  neglected  golden 
opportunities  of  learning  the  art  which  others 
would  have  been  only  too  glad  to  have  embraced. 
His  professional  life  took  him  into  the  country, 
and    he    always   found  charming  companions 
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amongst  anglers  whom  he  met  on  his  rambles. 
He  had  met  them  on  many  of  the  beautiful 
rivers  of  our  country,  in  the  north,  in  the  west,  in 
Devonshire,  Derbyshire,  and  on  the  Kennet ;  and 
much  enjoyed  the  time  he  had  spent  in  their 
company.  He  thanked  them  greatly  for  the  kind 
way  in  which  they  had  received  the  toast  and 
especially  the  proposer  of  it,  for  the  terms  in 
which  it  had  been  offered. 

Sir  Samuel  Montagu,  Bart.,  M.P.,  who 
appeared  in  uniform,  said :  Gentlemen,  it  is  my 
privilege  to  propose  the  health  of  our  chairman, 
and  to  thank  him  for  presiding  here  to-night,  and 
for  the  very  able  speech  which  he  has  delivered. 
I  am  informed  that  this  duty  devolved  upon 
me  because  I  was  chairman  of  the  last 
dinner.  I  confess  that  I  did  not  know  at 
that  time  that  I  was  entered  for  a  "  double 
event,"  or  perhaps  I  might  have  jibbed ;  but  I 
begin  to  see  that  this  is  a  very  good  rule  for 
others,  and  that  by  keeping  it  up  next  year  we 
shall  again  have  the  pleasure  of  having  Sir 
Edward  Grey  with  us — (applause) — and  he  will 
show  you  all  how  such  a  toast  as  this  ought  to  be 
delivered.  Perhaps,  also,  I  should  apologise  for 
appearing  before  you  in  this  very  conspicuous 
garb.  I  do  so  for  three  reasons.  I  suppose  some 
of  you  know — I  know  one  present  does — that  a 
charge  was  made  against  me  in  the  Globe  a 
short  time  ago  that  I  was  a  naember  of  the 
Peace  Party  and  attended  a  peace  meeting 
at  the  Westminster  Palace  Hotel.  There 
was  no  foundation  for  that  statement.  I 
could  not  claim  that  merit  which  others  may 
claim,  and  I  wrote  to  say  that  I  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Peace  Party,  that  I  did  not  receive  an 
invitation,  and  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  in 
question.  Now  you  know  aU  of  you  that  when  a 
lie  has  a  start  it  is  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
to  overtake  it,  and  after  I  had  been  actually  con- 
gratulated upon  being  a  member  of  the  Peace 
Party,  I  thought  it  was  necessary  to  look  as  war- 
like as  possible.  (Laughter.)  My  second  reason 
is  that  when  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  moves  the  thanks  of  the  House  for 
the  gracious  speech  from  the  Throne  he  must 
wear  uniform,  so  that  on  the  present  occasion  it 
may  not  be  inappropriate,  seeing  that  I  have  to 
refcnm  thanks  to  Sir  Edward  Grey  for  his 
graceful  speech  from  the  chair.  Now,  I  have 
talked  quite  enough  about  myself  I  think.  I 
ought  to  have  talked  about  your  chairman  ;  but  I 
am  in  this  difficulty — I  hate  to  praise  a  man 
before  his  face,  yet  no  one  can  talk  about  Sir 
Bdward  Grey  without  praising  him.  (Applause.) 
He  is  an  expert  in  so  many  things,  from  fly  fishing 
down  to  statesmanship — (laughter) — from  writing 
a  charming  book  on  angling  to  writing  vigorous 
dispatches  from  the  Foreign  Office,  from  making  a 
brilliant  after-dinner  speech  about  fly  fishing 
to  making  quite  as  brilliant  speeches  inside  and 
outside  the  House  of  Commons.  (Applause.) 
Well,  his  fame  has  spread  far  and  wide,  from  the 
valley  of  the  Itchen  to  the  valley  of  the  Nile,  and 
I  am  afraid  if  I  continue  much  longer  in  praising 
him  I  shall  hear  again  those  portentous  words 
which  made  the  French  shake  in  their  shoes,  that 
"  He  will  consider  it  an  unfriendly  act."  I  shall 
therefore  only  say  this  :  he  is  a  many-sided  man, 
and  shines  in  them  all  like  a  diamond  of 
the  first  water,  which  has  many  facets  or 
sides,  and  is  brilliant  in  each  one  of  them. 
I  hope — we  all  hope — that  he  will  long 
continue  an  ornament  to  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
an  ornament  to  his  party,  and  an  ornament  to 
his  country.    (Loud  applause.) 

Sir  Edward  Grey,  in  reply,  said  :  Gentlemen, 
I  have  to  thank  you  very  much  for  the  kind 
way  in  which  you  have  received  this  toast, 
and  I  thank  Sir  Samuel  Montagu  for  the  kind 
terms  in  which  he  proposed  it.  Sir  Samuel 
romised,  I  think,  to  give  you  three  reasons  why 
e  had  appeared  before  you  in  such  martial  guise 
this  evening.  Well,  I  think  he  only  gave 
yon  tv)o  reasons.  (Laughter.)  I  knew  the  third 
reason,  but  did  not  know  the  other  two.  The 
third  is  that  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 
has  paid  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  the  compliment  of 
fixing  the  same  evening  as  we  have  for  our 
dinner  for  that  on  which  he  holds  alev<'e  to  which 
the  members  of  the  House  go  in  uniform ;  but  he 
holds  two  levies.  I  am  iucky  enough  to  be  free  to 
j^oto  his  levoe  next  week.  Sir  Samuel  Montague 
was  not  HO  fortunate,  and  that  is  the  reason  why 
he  appears  in  uniform  and   I  in  plain  dress. 


But  he  has  made  me  really  glad  that  I  do  appear 
in  plain  dress,  for  this  reason,  it  never  occurred 
to  me  that  appearing  in  uniform  might  be 
mistaken  for  a  warlike  symptom.  He  has  been 
accused  of  being  a  member  of  the  Peace  Party. 
Therefore  for  him  it  is  quite  right  to  appear  in 
uniform  to  correct  the  wrong  expression.  I  have 
been  accused  of  being  a  Jingo,  and  there- 
fore it  was  desirable  that  I  should  be  in 
plain  dress,  in  order  to  correct  that  impression. 
Well,  now  gentlemen,  I  thank  you  very  much 
for  your  welcome.  I  would  add  to  it  that  I  am 
extremely  grateful  to  have  heard  so  much 
encouragement  as  we  have  had  to-night.  Sir  Ford 
North  spoke  of  anticipations  which  some  people 
might  have  that  their  fishing  was  likely  to  come 
to  a  close.  Not  in  his  case,  or  in  the  case  of  any 
of  us,  I  hope,  for  some  years  yet  to  come.  If  any- 
body doubts  it,  let  them  bear  in  mind  that  famous 
incident  which  Mr.  Marston  has  given  us  of  the 
gentleman  who  lived  to  be  169  and  who  fished  for 
140  years.  (Laughter.)  What  better  encourage- 
ment could  we  have  than  that.  I  think  that  same 
gentlemaai,  if  I  heard  Mr.  Marston  aright,  gave  us 
a  warning  against  legislating  in  the  night.  That 
came  home  to  me  very  much,  but  I  have  some- 
thing to  say  in  defence  of  it.  It  is  much  better  to 
legislate  in  the  night  than  to  fish  in  the  night — 
(laughter) — except,  to  be  quite  accurate,  in  the  case 
of  a  few  rivers  where  the  sea  trout  refuse  to  take  in 
the  day;  but  apart  from  that  question,  if  you  must 
fish  in  the  night,  let  it  be  for  herrings  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind ;  and  if  you  must  work  in  the 
night,  I  would  rather  you  legislate  than  fish.  It  is 
deplorable,  however,  that  we  should  have  to  legis- 
late in  the  night,  and  I  can  only  say,  in  conclusiom, 
that  I  have  found  by  experience  that  the  best 
compensation  for  legislating  by  night  is  fly  fishing 
by  day.  (Applause.) 

This  concluded  the  toasts.  During  the  evening 
an  unusually  excellent  musical  programme  was 
presented,  the  artistes  being  the  following  :  Miss 
Nellie  Groome,  Miss  Ethel  Bevans,  Miss  Edie 
Reynolds  (violin),  Messrs.  Reginald  Groome, 
Franklin  Olive,  James  Dunn  (banjo),  and  J.  Brom- 
ley. The  whole  was  under  the  able  direction  of 
Mr.  Reginald  Groome,  Mr.  John  Bromley  acting 
as  an  able  accompanist. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  TENCH. 


Unlike  the  carp,  the  tench  is  found  in  many 
of  our  English  rivers,  and  seems  to  thrive  in 
them  quite  as  well  as  it  does  in  the  quieter 
waters  of  ponds,  lakes,  and  reservoirs,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  many  an  old  pool  and  pond 
might  be  netted  at  a  comparatively  trifling 
expense,  and  the  fish  turned  into  the  nearest  river 
with  the  best  results  to  all  concerned.  I  have 
known  several  old  ponds  in  commons  and  outlying 
places  now  built  over  that  once  contained 
numerous  tench,  and  where  they  could  be  caught 
weighing  quite  lib.  It  possesses  much  of  the 
wariness  of  the  carp,  though,  perhaps,  not  in  so 
marked  a  degree,  and  it  is  therefore  possible  for 
an  angler  to  fish  a  particular  spot  where  tench  are 
plentiful  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  without 
making  any  captures.  This  is  often  so  much  the 
case  that  they  keep  ofE  the  feed  quite  as  long  as 
carp.  I  firmly  believe  that  if  the  Thames  were 
emptied  from  end  to  end  and  a  census  taken  of 
the  whole  of  its  fish,  we  should  find,  after  leaving 
gudgeons,  minnows,  and  similar  small  fry  out  of 
the  question,  that,  after  roach  and  dace,  the  tench 
would  come  a  good  second.  And  yet,  although 
they  exist  in  such  numbers  from  Teddington  to 
Cricklade,  only  a  few  specimens  are  taken  each 
season;  indeed,  so  seldom  do  they  bite  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Thames,  that,  on  one  being 
taken  a  short  time  ago  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hampton  Court,  the  ill-informed  writer  of  some 
angling  notes  in  an  evening  paper  devoted  a  whole 

Earagraph  to  this  particular  tench,  and  displayed 
is  ignorance  by  assuring  his  readers  that  tench 
were  remarkably  rare  fish  in  the  Thames.  From 
a  culinary  point  of  view,  the  tench  is  a  far  better 
fish  than  the  carp,  and  if  taken  from  fairly  clear 
waterisgood,  wholesome  food,  especially  if  his  obse- 
quies are  asserted  by  spices  and  dainty  savourings, 
which  all  good  cooks  know  how  to  use  with  good 
effect.  Filletted  and  fried  with  slips  of  bacon,  a 
tench  of  21b.  or  'Mb.  forms  a  repast  which  is  not 
likely  to  be  despised  by  a  hungiy  angler  on  his 
return  from  the  waterside  ;  and  as  a  breakfast 


dish  the  firm  flesh  of  that  same  tench  will  not 
leave  much  of  a  vacuum  before  lunch  time  in  the 
internal  economy  of  the  person  who  consumes  it, 
and  with  port  wine  to  help  out  its  goodness,  a 
stew  of  tench  is  worthy  of  a  place  on  the  table  of 
a  monarch.  From  a  sporting  point  of  view,  the 
tench  is  a  magnificent  fish,  with  plenty  of 
determination  and  courage,  and  one  that  when 
hooked  gives  very  exciting  sport.  Indeed,  when 
using  fine  tackle  it  requires  a  skilful  hand  when 
a  heavy,  thick-set  tench  of  3lb.  or  41b.,  with  evei-y 
powerful  fin  in  full  play,  is  boring  down,  darting, 
and  plunging  here  and  there,  and  carrying  the 
tackle  through  patches  of  floating  pond  weed  and 
other  abominations  in  the  way  of  aquatic  vegeta- 
tion, to  keep  Master  Tench  in  the  course  he 
should  go,  and  finally  to  bring  him  into  subjection. 
Last  summer  I  was  fishing  in  a  well-known  lake 
where  a  gentleman  caught  a  tench  (4|lb.)  with  a 
fly  rod.  He  told  me  it  gave  excellent  sport, 
because  the  rod  bent  so  much.  I  said,  "  I  wonder 
you  did  not  lose  the  fish ;  "  and  the  very  next 
tench  he  hooked  lose  it  he  did.  Personally,  I 
obtained  excellent  sport  with  several  tench, 
weighing  between  21b.  and  31b.,  on  a  12oz.  three- 
joint  roach  rod.  It  gave  to  every  movement  of 
the  fish,  and  when  using  such  a  handy,  light, 
pliant  rod  there  is  no  chance  of  any  "skull 
dragging,"  and  one  is  compelled  to  play  the 
quarry  fairly  and  squarely  to  the  net. 

Another  gentleman  I  went  out  with  used  a  rod 
stiff  enough  to  ledger  for  barbel,  and  when  he 
struck  a  fish  he  put  on  such  a  pressure  that  it 
was  netted  in  a  quarter  of  the  time  it  took  to  net 
mine.  The  angler  who  caught  the  4f-pounder 
told  me  that  he  had  a  rare  job  to  land  his  fish. 
One  day  the  gentleman  who  rented  the  lake  was 
fishing  with  two  or  three  friends,  and  all  of  them 
preferred  to  cateh  their  tench  with  a  roach-pole 
and  tight  line,  but  they  lost  two  or  three  of  their 
best  fish,  and  I  do  not  wonder  at  it.  Here  are 
four  different  styles  of  taking  tench,  so  the  reader 
can  take  his  choice.  If  a  31b.,  strong,  lusty  trout 
can  be  caught  on  a  light  12ft.,  wonderfully  Ussome 
greenheart  fly  rod,  I  do  not  see  why  a  31b.  tench 
should  not  be  played  and  landed  on  a  12oz.  roach 
rod,  with  the  top  joint  made  of  the  same  material. 
Speaking  generally,  the  tench  is  a  fish  which, 
either  in  pond  or  river,  delights  in  frequenting 
the  weediest  and  most  shady  places  it  can  find, 
and  its  captureis  often  productiveof  more  smashed 
tackle  than  additions  to  the  creel.  For  this 
reason  I  advise  the  use  of  the  stout  rod  mentioned 
above,  with  tackle  to  mateh  ;  but  in  this  particular 
water  one  could  allow  a  tench  to  bore  and  plunge 
all  over  the  place  without  the  least  obstruction. 
Some  anglers  speak  with  contempt  of  still  water 
fishing,  but  I  faiow  of  few  pleasanter  things  than 
in  the  closing  hours  of  a  fine  summer  day, 
as  the  calm  of  evening  steals  onward,  to  fish 
in  a  favourite  swim  all  alone  for  tench.  It 
bites  with  what  I  may  perhaps  be  allowed  to  term 
a  solemn  ecclesiastical  dignity  which  is  occasion- 
ally exceedingly  trying  to  one's  patience,  some- 
times making  the  float  cock  and  laying  it  flat  like 
the  bream,  but  in  whatever  way  it  bites  I  seldom 
strike  until  the  tell-tale  has  disappeared,  when 
one  may  conclude  that  the  fish  has  fairly  taken 
the  bait.  The  fact  is,  tench  are  so  peculiar  in  the 
matter  of  feeding  that  mdre  frequently  than  not 
they  refuse  to  bite  at  all,  although  the  place  may 
have  been  well  baited  with  a  goodly  number  of 
succulent  lobs,  which  is  still  more  ti-ying  to  the 
temper.  Like  several  other  fish  I  could  mention, 
they  seem  to  be  able  to  go  without  food  for  a 
considerable  period,  and  then  to  make  up  for  it 
^7  gorging  to  repletion,  and  you  can  believe  me 
or  not,  but  I  have  known  a  tench  weighing  under 
a  pound  take  no  fewer  than  twelve  maiden  lobs 
one  after  the  other.  Speaking  on  this  point,  the 
late  Mr.  Francis  Francis  relates  a  story  how  he 
unexpectedly  made  a  good  haul  of  tench.  He 
was  at  a  friend's  house  in  Hampshire,  in  the 
grounds  of  which  was  a  small  pond.  He  had 
walked  round  it  often  enough,  but  had  never  seen 
any  fish.  The  owner,  however,  knowing  that  he 
was  fond  of  fishing,  asked  him  one  day  whether 
he  should  not  like  to  cateh  some  of  the  tench  in 
the  pond.  Mr.  Francis  had  no  idea  that  there 
were  any  there,  but  being  assured  by  the  owner 
that  there  was  no  doubt  about  it,  and  as  he  had 
nothing  particular  to  do  one  afternoon  he  pro- 
cured a  bag  of  worms,  took  his  rod  and 
walked  down  to  the  pond  and  rigged  up  a 
light .  tackle    carrying    a   couple    of  hooks. 
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"FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund—the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


SEVENTEENTH  LIST. 

Tbe  Compositors  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  

The  Hatcham  Brothers  Angling  Society  (per  Mr.  W.  Tarry,  sec.) :  Mr.  Baker,  la. ; 

Mr.  Bird,  la. ;  Mr.  Mead,  61. ;  Mr.  Clifford,  61. ;  Mr.  R.  C.  Judd,  61. ;  Mr. 

C.  Williams,  r.d. ;  Mr.  B.  Furnival,  Is. ;  Mr.  W.  Roberts,  61. ;  Mr.  T. 

Bailey,  Od. ;  Mr.  C.  Addison,  61.   

Collected  from  a  few  anglare  at  the  Two  Sawyers,  Twickenham   

Mr.  P.  Gallagher   

Mr.  F.  Lewin   

The  Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society  (per  Mr.  W.  Sutton,  sec.)   

Amonnt  from  sixteenth  list  


£  8. 

0  10 


0  6 
0  2 
0  1 

0  10 

1  2 


Total 


2  12  6 
211  16  11 

214  9  5 


Herbert  Hospital,  Woolwich, 

March  7,  1900. 

Deae  Sir, — We  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  forethought  in  organising  your  fund  for  the  supply  of  tobacco  to 
wounded  and  sick  soldiers  returning  from  South  Africa. 

AlthoDgh  this  box  is  not  auite  as  dear  to  us  as  that  givea  by  our  Queen,  yet  we  cm  assure  you  that  Tommy  has 
apprecia'^ed  your  gi't,  acd  will  prize  the  tin  as  a  tropViy,  and  it  will  give  us  great  pleasure  to  look  upon  it  and  point  out 
to  our  triends  the  kindce's  of  our  countrymen  in  thinking  of  us  during  the  Boer  campaign  in  after  years. 

Again  thanking  yen  and  your  co-workers. — Yours  faithfully,  FouK  Absent-Minded  Beggars. 


one  4;in.  or  oin.  above  the  other.  These  he  baited 
with  red  worms,  then  threw"  in  some  dismembered 
worms,  and  waited.  The  first  visitor  was  a  little 
eel  of  the  "  bootlace "  type,  then  a  similar  one, 
followed  by  a  tench  of  less  than  Mb.  in  weight. 
Then  he  caught  more  eels,  and  finally,  having 
thrown  in  all  his  worms,  he  left  the  pond  in  dis- 
gust. Still  the  proprietor  assured  him  that  there 
were  good  tench  in  the  pond,  and  urged  him  to 
try  again.  Accordingly,  the  next  afternoon  he 
took  a  book  and  his  pipe,  went  to  the  pond,  and 
commenced  to  fish.  Having  made  himself  com- 
fortable, he  opened  his  book,  and  quickly  became 
immersed  in  its  pages.  Happening,  however,  to 
look  up,  he  saw  that  the  float  was  making  tracks 
for  the  middle  of  the  pond,  but  thinking  it  was 
only  a  small  eel,  he  struck  it  quickly,  to  find,  to 
his  surprise,  that  he  was  fast  into  a  tench  weigh- 
ing about  ipb.  Then  the  fun  grew  fast  and 
furious.  The  tench  were  in  a  mad  biting  mood, 
and  fed  anyhow,  until  at  last  he  left  off  fishing, 
but  in  a  true  and  sportsmanlike  spirit  returned  all 
the  tench  he  had  caught,  except  three  brace  of 
3-pounders.  Strange  to  say,  on  going  there  next 
day  he  could  not  obtain  a  tench,  and  although  he 
fished  the  same  pond  several  times  afterwards  he 
never  caught  another  tench  in  it.  This  is  an 
example  of  tench  feeding.  Early  morning  and 
late  evening  are  the  best  periods  of  the  day,  but 
tench  should  not  on  any  account  be  fished  for 
before  the  middle  of  June.  They  spawn  at  the 
latter  end  of  May  or  beginning  of  June,  but 
frequently  hold  their  spawn  until  much  later,  like 
carp.  Indeed,  I  have  taken  them  in  August  still 
heavy  with  roe,  and  have  also  eaten  some  which 
were  served  up  at  a  dinner  of  one  of  the  more 
sportsmanlike  angling  societies  on  the  Thames  as 
late  as  August,  and  which  were  then  full  of  milt  and 
roe.  Yet,  under  the  Mundella  Act,  it  was  perfectly 
legal  to  take  them,  and  that  being  so,  we  asked 
no  questions,  but  contentedly  fed  on  tbe  tench, 
which  I  may  add  were  excellent.  Given  a  warm 
season,  tench  bite,  with  more  or  less  freedom,  from 
July  well  into  October,  when  they  are  in  excellent 
condition,  but  they  can  sometimes  be  caught  even 
later  than  this.  Here  is  an  extract  from  a  letter 
which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  Dec.  11, 
im-.  "At  Elstree,  in  November,  1884,  with  a 
friend,  Mr.  Tisdall,  we  took  over  251b.  weight  of 


tench  between  2  30  and  dusk,  fish  averaging  31b. 
each,  with  lob  worm ;  water  moderately  low. — I 
am,  &c.,  A.  P.  Reboul." 

For  further  proof,  this  is  what  a  well-known 
angler  says  in  the  same  paper  on  Oct.  24, 1885,  in 
an  article  on  tench :  "  Although  they  certainly 
bite  best  from  June  to  September,  I  have  often 
caught  them  from  September  to  March,  and  even 
in  a  frosty  Christmas  week.  It  is  always  advisable 
to  use  ground-bait — one  made  of  brown  bread, 
crust  as  well  as  crumb,  and  bran,  and  a  few  boiled 
potatoes  mashed  up  in  it,  is  as  good  as  any  I  ever, 
used,  and  there  is  nothing  unpleasant  about  it,  as 
is  the  case  with  some  of  the  mixtures  recom- 
mended in  old  angling  books.  For  hook-bait  I 
prefer  (and  I  think  tench  do)  paste  made  of  crumb 
of  a  yesterday's  brown  loaf  dipped  in  water  for  a 
second  or  two  and  then  worked  up  in  the  hands 
or  in  a  clean  rag,  and  a  marsh  or  red  worm." 

Some  anglers  make  it  a  rule  never  to  fish  for 
tench  unless  they  see  bubbles  rising  to  the 
surface ;  they  can  be  told  from  other  bubbles 
because  there  is  usually  a  succession  or  a  number 
of  them.  All  I  can  say  is,  I  have  neither  the 
time  nor  inclination  to  watch  for  bubbles  ;  more, 
I  have  seen  scores  of  tench  caught  without  the 
slightest  sign  of  a  bubble.  This  is  what  a  certain 
gentleman  says  who  once  carefully  -watched  a 
water  containing  splendid  tench.  "  My  attention 
has  been  given  to  the  movements  of  the  fish  and 
in  no  instance  have  I  this  autumn  seen  tench 
bubbling."  How  the  idea  that  pike  would  not 
feed  on  tench  came  about  I  could  never  make 
out,  for  even  Salter,  Hofland,  Hollinshed,  Fitz- 
gibbon,  Walton  and  Oppian  all  believed  it.  If  a 
pike  refuses  to  take  a  tench  on  one  occasion  it 
will  not  always  refuse,  that  is  quite  certain.  It 
seems  to  me  that  there  has  never  been  anything 
but  contradiction  about  the  fish,  for  an  old 
Silesian  physician  said  of  it  :  "  The  tench  is  a 
vile,  neglected  fish,  very  fltbby  !ind  glutinous, 
bad  for  digestion,  a  food  fit  only  for  paupers 
and  serfs."  la  tbe  height  of  the  season,  tench 
sometimes  bite  freely  at  a  wasp  grub,  but 
taking  one  occasion  with  another,  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  bait  that  will  beat  the  worm. 
When  using  a  whole  worm,  the  novice  should 
endeavour  to  prevent  it  from  crawling  out  of 
sight  in  the  soft  mud,  and  although  a  tench  is 


very  partial  to  taking  its  food  off  the  bottom,  and 
retaining  it  in  its  mouth  for  a  short  space  to  test 
it,  as  it  were  (to  eject  it  if  it  does  not  suit  its 
taste,  and  swallow  it  if  it  dons),  it  is  better  to 
have  two  hooks,  with  one  on  and  one  just  off  the 
bottom,  so  as  to  be  perfectly  sure  that  the  tench 
has  a  chance  of  taking  one  of  the  baits  ;  but  if 
there  is  a  firm,  clear  swim,  similar  to  what  I  have 
seen  in  the  Stoke  Newington  reservoir,  then  the 
light  quill  float  may  be  made  to  cock  with  one 
shot  fixed  about  1ft.  below  the  loop  of  the  gut, 
and  one  shot  resting  on  the  ground.  This 
balances  the  float  to  such  a  nicety  that  the 
moment  the  bait  is  moved  the  float  gives  notice 
of  the  fact,  and  the  angler  can  carefully  prepare 
to  strike.  I  say  can  prepare  to  strike,  because,  if 
bites  are  few  and  far  between,  it  is  better  not  to 
hold  the  rod.  In  fact,  a  very  successful  tench  angler 
told  me  that  tench  are  so  susceptible  to  vibration 
that  they  could  feel  the  least  movement  of  the  rod, 
although  the  movement  did  not  interfere  inthe  leeLst 
degree  with  the  action  of  the  float.  If  a  ledger 
or  any  weight  be  used,  on  no  account  should  it 
rest  too  near  the  hook,  or  it  might  sink  some 
distance  in  the  soft  ooze  or  mud,  and  the  bait  be 
taken  out  of  sight  of  the  fish.  I  have  known 
many  an  angler  fish  in  these  conditions  for  hours 
without  knowing  it,  the  bait  being  enveloped  in 
mud  as  soft  as  batter  and  black  as  one's  hat. 
Two  small  shots  lin.  apart  are  amply  sufficient 
to  sink  the  bait  in  still  water,  and  the  bait  can  be 
cast  out  far  enough  for  all  ordinary  purposes  by 
squeezing  a  pellet  of  ground-bait  well  around 
them,  tising  a  fine  line  and  throwing  out  from  a 
centre-pin  reel,  or  from  a  coil  of  line  on  the 
ground,  according  to  fancy. 

With  respect  to  the  sort  of  place  to  fisb,  a 
space  a  few  yards  square  in  the  centre  of  a  clump 
of  weeds  should,  if  possible,  be  selected.  Occa- 
sionally, in  very  hot  weather,  tench  will  come  to 
the  surface  under  lily-pads,  and  lie  there  sucking 
with  their  noses  out  of  the  water.  On  such 
occasions  they  can  be  taken  with  a  gresn  pea  on  a 
No.  8  hook  dropped  jast  over  the  edge  of  the 
pad,  and  allowed  to  hang  about  2in.  or  3in.  in  the 
water.  When  fished  for  with  a  float  it  is  not 
necessary  to  have  the  bait  so  far  on  the  ground 
as  in  carp  fishing,  and  it  sometimes  pays  to  have 
it  an  inch  clear  from  the  ground.  These, 
however,  are  small  matters  of  detail,  which  can 
only  be  gained  by  practical  experience.     O.  A. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  t;mo  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  ths 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

( 30  min.  for  Chelsea.  /"So  mln.  for  Kew. 

»ijJ40  ,,     ,,  Putney.  »i.ij75   „     „  Eichmond. 

"^°"")45   ,,     ,,  Hammersmith,  ■*"'*180   ,,     „  Twickenham. 

(so    ,,     ,,   Barnes.  (.85   „     ,,  Tedd  ng  on. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B  — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down- stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Watbb  at  London  BBmsE. 

Morning.  Evening 

Saturday,    March  1"    8  46    9.  .30 

Sunday,  „  11    10.18    11.  S 

Monday,         ,,  12    11.40    — 

Tuesday,         ,,  1."    0.13    0.41 

Wednesday,    „  14    1.  2    1.21 

Thursday,  15    1.39    l.Sfi 

Friday,  „  16    2.12    2  2H 

HiSH  WATER  AT  AMBEBLBT  AND  FCLBOBOUSH. 

Momlng.  Evenlne. 

Saturday,   March   10    9.26    10.10 

Sunday,         „      11    10.5S    11.4;i 

Monday,         „       12    12  20    0  40 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Chertsay),— Mr.  Chambers  and  Wh  .ffia,on8 
day's  fisbioK,  took  20. b.  of  roach,  percb,  atid  bream,  tha 
largest  bream  41b.  lOuz  ,  perch,  lib.  oJjz.,  roaci,  13cz  ; 
another  day,  in  the  same  water,  15lb.  of  perch  and  roach, 
the  largest  psrch  lib  lloz.  There  has  been  some  good 
jick  taken  tmm  the  Abbey  river,  some  weighing  lUb.  to 
i21b  each.  The  water  is  goiog  down  very  fa.'t,  and  in  a 
dav  or  two  there  will  be  s  >me  good  sport  with  the  j  .ck 
aud  perch. — Lotan  Hackktt. 

—  (£toiil. — The  Water  is  now  clearing,  and  should 
be  in  good  order  bj  the  end  of  this  week.  I  turned  into 
the  river  last  Sa'nrdiy  over  600  n  ath,  betwe-n  twenty 
and  thirty  of  which  were  about  2  b.  ewch,  aud  a  larga 
Dumbir  over  lib  ;  alfo  three  dozen  good  jack  aud  psroh 
for  the  Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Preiervition  Associa- 
tion.— Cecil  Howlett. 

  (Henley).— The  water  hera  is  once  more  getting 

within  bounds,  and  is  a  fairly  good  colour,  with  a  very 
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heavy  stream  rnnoiDe.  The  fish  are  not  feeding  as  well  as 
one  wou'd  pxpeat.  The  Henley-on-Tbamea  Fish  Preserva- 
tion Sncifty  have  heen  doing  somn  good  work  in  hunting 
for  fish  thit  have  been  left  up  from  the  fl  lods,  and  have 
8noceei1(-d  in  nsttirg  and  returning  some  hundreds  of 
jrerch,  jirk,  a^id  small  fry  to  the  river,  thus  saving;  a  lot  of 
fish  which  mieht  otherwise  have  hipen  lost.  On  the 
2Dd  iiist.  Messrs.  Dax  and  PnUen,  fishing  <vith  J.  James, 
had  a  rice  show  of  jack  up  to  71h  ,  the  latter 
fish  falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Tod  Fallen.  On  the 
same  date  your  humble  servant,  out  with  George 
Arlett,  t'-ok,  among  others,  a  pike  scaling  17Jlb.,  a 
nice  made  specimen  measuring  38in.  in  length,  and 
19Jin.  greatest  girth.  This  fish  was  taken  while 
paternostering  with  a  small  roach  near  Marsh  Lock,  and, 
needless  to  say,  will  he  honoured  with  a  glass  i-ise.  Mr. 
A.  E.  Hobbs  has  been  creeling  some  nice  bags  of  ack  and 
perch  during  the  past  week,  while  other  arglers  have  heen 
taking  pprch  and  ajk  up  to  51b.  The  bankers  went  home 
with  light  bags  on  the  4th  inst.,  although  one  or  two  had 
a  few  good  class  roach.  On  the  ~th  inst.  Messrs.  E«comb 
Bros,  took  a  201b.  bag  of  perch,  and  three  small  j  ick. 
Given  fine  weather,  the  season  should  finish  well.— 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (KinsfstonV — Fishingis  good ;  the  water  has 
fallen;  colour  fair;  roach,  dace,  and  bream  have  heen 
taken.  Mr.  Arthur  had  a  nice  roach  on  the  4th  inst., 
lib.  3Joz.  Mr.  F.  Sands  has  been  among  the  bream, 
largest  31b.  4|oz.  Ths  majority  of  our  local  fishermen 
have  been  on  ths  war- oath ;  best  baits,  cubes  of  bread 
and  red  worms. — J.  E.  R. 

  (Iiechlade,   Cricklade,   &o.).  —  The  Upper 

Thames  Va'ley  for  the  last  week  has  heen  covered  with 
water,  the  flood  being  the  highest  known  for  several  years. 
The  heavy  and  continuous  rains  and  melted  snow  caused 
this  state  of  affairs.  Prior  to  this  there  was  some  capital 
sport  had  with  pike  and  perch.  Mr.  W.  Sparks,  of  Lech- 
lade,  killed  a  grand  pike  of  211b.,  and  measuring  35in.  in 
length  by  17in.  in  girth,  near  L^chlade  Bridge.  This  is 
the  second  pike  of  upwards  of  201b.  taken  in  the  St.  John's 
Bridge  waters  since  Christmas;  and  others  (91b.,  7Ih., 
101b.,  and  14'b.)  have  also  been  taken  in  the  same  stretch 
by  Swindon  and  Cirencf  ster  men.  Some  very  nice  perch 
have  been  caught — one  take  of  a  dozen,  ranging  from  lib. 
np  to  21b.,  by  a  London  medical,  caught  with  live  minnow. 
Barbelling  items  have  been  very  quiet,  the  only  successful 
gentleman  being  the  otter,  who  recently  laid  six  dead  out 
on  the  river  banks  near  Buecot.  Season  closes  on  15th 
inst.  It  has  not  been  up  to  the  average,  excepting  for  pike 
and  chub,  the  record  of  the  latter  f  ir  many  years  being 
one  caught  near  Kempsford,  weight  4ilb. — Rambler. 

 (Richmond).— The  only  report  to  hand  is  the 

result  ot  the  competition  by  the  members  of  the  Richmond 
Angling  Society  :  let  prize,  Mr.  Veale,  9ib.  Sjoz.  of 
bream,  largest  2  b.  4oz. ;  2ad  prizo,  Mr.  J.  W.  Archer, 
41b.  12J  z.  of  bream,  largest  lib.  13^  z.  ;  3rd  priz",  Mr. 
Eanf'ali,  41b.  Sj  of  bream ;  4ch  prize,  Mr.  Tillett, 
41b  7|  z,  of  roach  and  bream,  largest  bream  21b.  13|  z  ; 
S'h  p'lze,  Mr.  G.  Bosser,  2  b.  lOJuz.  of  bream  ;  G  h  piize, 
Mr.  F.  Davis,  lib.  loz.  of  bream  ;  fp'cial  prize  for  roach, 
Mr.  Tilletr,  a  lOJoz.  roach.  All  the  above  fish  were  taken 
from  the  bank  —  Gaynoe  and  Son. 

  (Walton).  —  (Wednesday).    Tha  water  is  still 

falling,  and  is  now  getting  in  good  condition  for  all-round 
fishirg,  and  the  eddies  and  backwaters  should  now  be 
fished  with  success.  Of  csurse,  fishing  in  the  main  river  is 
still  impossible,  there  being  still  too  much  stream.  Mr. 
Price  and  Mr.  Duffield,  fishing  together  in  one  of  my 
punts,  have  taken  fourdozen  of  perch,  the  largest  weighing 
2lb.,  and  four  of  the  next  largest  weighing  51b.  One 
dozen  were  taken  away,  the  others  being  returned.  Oat 
myself  with  Mr.  Gonlding,  two  dozen  of  perch,  all 
returned.  Mr.  Williams  and  son,  members  of  the 
Hatchim  Brothers,  when  fiphing  on  a  meadow  in  the 
flood  water,  got  seven  perch  and  two  bream  weighing 
filb.  7oz.  I  am  asking  all  clients  to  return  as  many  perch 
ae  posBible,^  as  they  are  full  of  spawn ;  as  I  have  said 
bpfore,  is  is  a  sin  to  fish  for  them  in  March. — John 
Hone. 

Abingdon  and  Disttiot  Angling  Association,— 

The  river  here  is  now  in  grand  condition  for  pike  by  worm 
fishing.  Mr.  A.  H.  Emmens  cn  Tuesday  weighed  in  a 
nice  pike  of  101b.,  which  was  put  up  to  raffl-«,  and  the 
proceeds  are  to  be  sent  to  the  I'aili/  Telegrapli  War 
fund. 

Arnn  (Fnlboronsrh).  —  The  flood  has  almost 
disappeared,  and  this  Wednesday  night  the  river  is  fast 
righting  itself,  and  sport  should  be  obtaiaed  on  the  last 
day  ct  the  season. — W.  G.  Holl.man, 

Avon  and  Eime  (Devon),— These  two  rivers  and 
their  tributaries  are  preserved  by  the  Avon  and  Erme 
Fifching  Association  and  the  Avon  and  Erme  Fishery 
Board.  The  former  ietue  a  limited  number  of  season 
tickets,  aid  preference  is  given  to  former  holders.  The 
board,  however,  issue  licences  for  the  whole  season  for 
salmon  at  SOa. ;  for  trout,  lOj. ;  and  day  tickets  for  trout, 
28.  The  VjrniH  rises  on  the  moor,  and  runs  down  by  Ivy- 
bridgH.  Hrid  emptips  itself  into  the  sea  in  Rigbury  Bay. 
It  ii  bent  reactied  from  Ivybridge  (G  W  R  ).  The  first 
n.ile  or  BO  above  tlie  stati  in  in  woody,  but  on  the  moor 
frcm  Raifoid  up  it  is  pretty  open.  The  liching  below 
Jvjb  idge  in  not  up  tf)  inucli,  uR  the  river  in  pollu'o'l  by 
the  various  rniilf.  Tiie  Avon  rises  alno  i^ear  the  Krme 
hfwi,  Hiirl  ror  H  down  throrigh  Bri  nt,  LodOiHwell,  and 
Avttm  Gifford,  also  en"p  ying  i'Belf  into  Rigbury  H^y. 
The  higher  waters  <,t  thia  river  can  be  reaoViea  fri  m  Brent 
(G.W.K.),and  the  lower  waters  either  from  Avonwick, 
<  >arabridge,  or  Loddiswell,  all  etations  on  the  Kingsbridge 
line. — William  nKARi>F;it  CB.H.A.S.). 

Bsttisham  Looks  (Waterbeaoh).— All  fishiDg  good. 
Pike  no  end.  This  is  now  firat-clasa.  Water  and  river 
Lood.    Baiti  from  lock-keeper. — 'J'.  ().  (Jkorok, 


Coin,  Leach.  &c.  (East  Oloncesterahire).  — 

The  troutiog  season  on  the  hotel  water  of  the  Coin  at 
Fairford  ojens  on  April  1.  It  has  bsena  cipital spawning 
season,  and  there  is  a  splendid  head  of  water  on,  and  we 
fhall  not  be  short  of  water  for  many  weeks  to  come. 
Several  river  improvements  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  winter  moiths  and  a  good  season  is  confidently  looked 
forward  to.  Best  flies  for  opening  week  are  March  Brown, 
Pale-Winged  Olive  Dun,  snd  Quill  Gnat,  Gold-Ribbed 
Hare  Ear,  and  Whirling  Blue  Dun. — Pav. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  Diatxiot).— The  season  has 
opened  fairly  well  for  trout  fishermen,  in  spite  of  unfavour- 
able conditions.  On  the  opening  day  (Thursday)  a  cold 
east  wind  was  blowing,  and  there  was  scarcely  a  fly  on  the 
water ;  but  a  number  of  rods  were  on  the  river.  The  best 
baskets  have  been  made  by  Mr.  H.  Wright,  of  Buckfast- 
leigh,  who  has  done  well  each  day,  his  biggest  lot  being 
six  and  a  half  dozen.  On  Friday  he  had  a  good  lot,  and 
on  Monday  he  killed  several  dozen.  Mr.  M.  Revell  took  a 
dozen  and  a  half  in  a  short  time  in  Hood  Stickles ;  Mr.  E. 
Distin  and  Mr  H,  T.  Distin  each  creeling  a  dozen.  Mr. 
J.  Edmonds  has  tried  the  Harbourne,  which  is  nnfishable 
ill  many  of  the  Vest  places,  the  water  being  too 
high.  He  took  eighteen  on  Thursday,  but  on  Tuesday 
he  basketed  forty-five.  The  Blue  Upright,  Half 
Stone,  and  Edmonds  Palmer  were  taking  last  week, 
and  this  week  the  two  first-named  are  attractive  baits. 
Mr.  Soper  creeled  a  dozen,  and  Mrs.  Waller  had  one  and  a 
half  dozen  to  her  credit  on  the  first  day.  Mr.  Millman  has 
killed  several  dozen,  including  three  scaling  2ilb.  Other 
flies  which  have  been  succf  ssfuUy  used  are  March  Brown, 
Red  Hackle  with  green  body,  and  Blue  Dnn.  Salmon 
are  not  taking,  although  there  are  plenty  to  be  seen 
rising,  particularly  at  Hood.  One  rod  took  a  fine  fish 
with  the  fly  below  Bucktast  Weir,  but  lost  it.  There  are 
a  number  of  white  fish  of  the  salmon  species,  probably 
truff  spawn,  in  the  river.  On  Monday  Mr.  A.  R.  Gregory 
secured  two  dozen.  A  riparian  owner  now  suggests  with 
reference  to  the  proposed  restrictions,  that  these  are 
necessary  if  there  are  no  funds  available  for  restocking. — 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  The  season  opened  on 
Wednesday,  but  the  weather  has  not  been  favourable,  a 
keen  easterly  wind  being  against  sport.  Many  of  the 
streams  are  still  runLiog  in  full  volume,  but  very  fair 
patronage  has  been  accorded  by  anglers,  although  catches 
taken  generally  have  not  been  large.  Some  decent  baskets 
were  made  on  the  southern  streams,  the  moorland  rivers 
being  freely  tried,  whilst  fair  sport  was  obtained  in  the 
north,  the  March  Browns,  Blue  Duns,  and  February  Reds 
taking  well  on  the  Lew,  Okement,  &o.  The  Avon  and 
Erme  Fishery  Board  have  secured  another  conviction  for 
the  illegal  taking  of  salmon.  I  think  I  mentioned  before 
that  the  fishing  association  of  these  streams  issue  only  a 
limited  number  of  tickets,  for  which  early  application  is 
necfBfary.  When  the  rivers  run  down  the  prospects  for 
tronticg  should  be  good,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  anything  very 
favourable  can  be  taid  with  reference  to  the  psal  and 
salmon  fishing. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — As  was  to  be  expected,  after  a 
fairly  good  grilse  season  last  summer  there  is  a  better  head 
of  spring  salmon  in  the  Eden  than  there  was  at  this  time 
ia  1899.  The  nets  have  had  two  or  three  good  hauls,  and 
a  fair  number  have  escaped  the  deadly  "  hemp,"  and  are 
showing  in  the  upper  pools ;  but  owing  to  the  heavy  fall  of 
snow,  which  is  still  covering  the  high  range  of  hills  that 
drain  into  the  Eden,  rod  fishing  has  been  poor  so  far.  The 
rKer  appears  to  be  in  angling  trim,  but  the  snow  broth 
keeps  the  fish  down,  only  an  odd  one  here  and  there  being 
inclined  to  rise.  The  Corby  Castle  keeper  opened  the  ball 
on  Thursday,  March  1,  with  a  16-ponnder,  He  got 
another  on  the  3rd,  and  on  the  same  day  Mr  F.  Landeman 
had  one,  211b.,  at  Syke  Foot;  and  Mr.  Bramwell  a  fine 
fish,  321b.,  near  Cole  Hill.  On  Tuesday,  the  6:h,  Mr. 
Scott  killed  a  fish,  181b. ;  and  Mr.  Reynolds,  two,  191b. 
and  101b.  The  prospect  for  anglers  will  be  good  as  soon 
as  we  get  a  soft  south-westerly  wind  to  clear  off  the  snow ; 
but  at  preeeat  there  is  no  sign  of  the  east  wind  changing. 
— Silvek  Geey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  dry,  but  cold. 
Trout  have  not  risen  freely  generally ;  but  on  the  lower 
Exe  a  few  good  fish  have  been  killed,  the  best  killing  fly 
being  February  Red.  Mr.  G.  G.  Snell  had  seven  on 
Monday  last,  and  others,  including  Mr.  R.  W.  Shapley, 
have  scored.  But  little,  so  far,  has  been  done  among  the 
salmon,  an  odd  fish  here  and  there  only  being  encountered. 
The  pike  seasoh  has  wound  up  very  well,  Mr.  D.  Jackman 
taking  first  honours  with  a  bag  of  five,  weighing  together 
401b.,  from  the  Thorverton  water;  and  from  Cowley 
water  Messrs.  Shepherd  and  Calladine  had  five,  total 
weight  about  221b. ;  Mr.  W.  Shapley,  three,  about  141b. ; 
and  Mr.  G.  Smyth,  one,  61b.  Mr.  Birkmyer  also  had 
three  from  the  Waterworks  backwater,  one,  I  hear,  being 
especially  fine,  but  do  not  know  exact  weight. — Red 
Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Linos,  and  Cambs.).— 

The  waters  are  running  down  somewhat  in  the  Fen 
district,  bat  it  is  almost  beyond  hope  that  angling  will  he 
resumed  before  the  15th  At  all  events,  a  great  many 
have  given  up  the  idea  of  havitg  anoth-r  lo  ik  in  for  this 
tea-ion.  Of  c  urse,  there  are  odd  places  where  bottom 
hnhing  may  be  pursued,  bat  the  resuitd  obtained  by  those 
few  who  hd.ve  made  a  trial  are  not  wjrth  a  record. — 

LlMI'KT 

lAto  District  (North  Notts.).— The  waters  in  the 
diHtrict  are  runnirjg  down  nicely,  but  still  there  is  little 
cbancB  of  eporC  on  the  liver  and  its  tributaries.  Some 
few  sportsmen  lately  have  turned  their  attention  to  the 
Btockwith  Canal,  and  have  met  with  fair  success.  In  the 
Ilayton  district  an  angler,  in  a  few  hours'  fishing,  obtained 
a  nice  lot  of  roach,  the  best  running  up  to  lib.  each.  At 
one  or  two  other  placet  they  have  done  fairly  well.  A 


few  have  tried  the  Trent,  at  Torksey,  but  with  very  little 
success. — L. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Following  the  floods  and 
heavy  run  of  water — which  latter  has  cleared  out  the  river 
beautifully — the  Lea  is  in  good  fishing  condition,  and  some 
fair  sport  has  been  met  with  this  week.  But  for  the  cold 
winds  results  would  doubtless  hava  been  much  better. 
Tne  north-easters  have  kept  the  roaoh  from  feeding  well, 
but  occasionally  very  satisfactory  samples  of  fish  have 
been  obtained.  Between  Ware  and  Hertford  a  9lb.  basket 
of  roach  and  dace  has  been  made,  and  the  broad  water 
St.  Margaret's  his  again  yielded  seme  good  fish  in  tn| 
former  class.  Here,  also,  jack  of  8Jlb.  and  61b.  hive  befl 
brought  to  bank,  and  among  the  perch  taken  have  bee? 
fish  of  lib.  and  12oz.  In  the  Rye  House  and  Broxbonrne 
districts  roach,  perch,  and  chub  are  reported,  but  I  have 
no  authentic  news  as  regards  iudividual  baskets.  At 
Waltham  an  ottfr  has  been  captured  in  a  backwater.  The 
Lea  closes  for  pike  and  perch  fishing  on  Wednesday,  when 
the  Stort  has  its  last  day  of  the  seasDU  for  all  kinds  of 
coarse  fish.  At  Burnt  Mill  a  few  nice  perch  and  j  ick  hive 
been  landed,  and  jack  up  to  Gib.  are  noted  trom  the 
Tednambury  districc.  The  river  is  a  nica  coljur  for  all 
kinds  of  fishing,  and  there  is  plenty  of  stream  on. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Xtngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  gone  down,  and  are  clearing  nicely,  and 
should  be  in  order  for  fishing  by  the  end  of  the  week. 
The  weather  has  been  very  cold  and  dull,  and  has  beea 
against  anglers  getting  out,  and  very  little  fishing  his  been 
done.  Trout  season  began  last  week,  but  few  rods 
ventured  out,  and  only  a  few  fish  have  been  landed  with 
worm.  With  warmer  weather  sport  with  the  fly  will  b3 
good  in  this  district.  The  Pinsley  is  gone  down  and  is 
clear.— Gwvnne. 

Lugg,  ^rrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingslaud).— Rivers 
are  still  running  high,  though  but  slightly  diseiloured 
arid  sinking  very  slowly ;  do  not  think  they  will  be  fishable 
with  the  fly  under  a  week  from  this  (Wednesday),  when,  if 
the  present  dry,  fine  cold  weather  (wind  N.E  )  lasts,  a  few 
may  possibly  be  taken,  but  good  sport  can  hirdly  le 
looted  for.  The  best  flies  should  be  Blue  Dun,  Dark 
Willow,  February  Red,  and  Red  Palmer,  the  latter  may 
be  varied  with  Rvd  Tag,  rather  full  and  large.  Judging 
from  present  indications  the  coming  s^^ason  should  be  the 
besc  for  some  years  past.-R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— The  water  is  receding,  but 
has  not  yet  so  far  changed  as  to  have  got  into  the  bed  of 
the  river.  The  improvement  is  slower  than  we  expected, 
as  we  have  such  a  rapid  current  here.  The  height  of  water 
shown  by  gauge  on  Peterborough  Bridge  is  now  13ft.,  so, 
as  compared  with  last  week,  there  is  only  a  difference  of 
1ft.  Some  of  our  anglers  are  getting  anxious  to  have  a 
turn,  and  two  or  three  were  seen  out  to-day  (Wednesday) 
in  their  punts  near  the  boat  yard. — E.  A.  S. 

Otcer  (Bndleigh  Saltercon).— A  cold  K.E.  wiud 
has  prevailed  since  the  1st  inst.,  wbish  has  not  been 
favourable  for  fishing.  Takes  of  from  three  brace  to  five 
brace_  have  baeu  had,  and  the  fish  have  be»n  for  the  most 
part  in  fair  condition.  The  best  time  is  trom  12  a  m.  to 
3  p.m.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  late  fljods  have  been 
very  damaging  to  the  river.  A  large  number  of  trout  were 
found  in  the  meadows  bordering  the  river  after  the  floods 
had  subsided,  and  fell  an  easy  prey  to  village  lads.  The 
liver  is  now  (6th  inst )  in  its  normal  state,  and  perfect  for 
the  fly. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— Water  cleared  splendidly 
for  the  finishing  few  days,  and  well  in  its  own  banks.  I 
heard  one  gentleman  took  six  decant  fish  yesterday.  Dace 
best  bait,  and  they  are  not  plentiful  just  now  here,  eo 
intending  anglers  had  tetter  provide  themselves.  Plenty 
of  roach  here,  and  some  real  good  ones  being  taken  up  to 
lib.  9.Z.   A  good  report  of  jack  next  week  I  hope  and 

expect.- A.  Sc  ARD. 

Ouse  (Huaiingdon).— The  river  has  been  more  or 
less  in  a  flooded  state  for  many  weeks,  and  angling  has 
been  quite  out  of  the  question.  Now  that  the  close  season 
is  so  very  near  it  is  falling  rapidly,  and  in  all  probability 
will  be  in  splendid  condition  long  before  this  is  in  print. 
Doubtless  between  now  and  the  15th  inst.  many  anglers  will 
be  out,  and  in  all  probability  roach  fishermen  will  secure 
specimens.  For  pike,  the  season  has  been  one  of  the  worst 
on^ecord,  and  the  like  remark  applies  to  perch  and  bream. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— After  some  very  high  floods  the 
river  here  has  returned  to  its  proper  level,  with  a  nice 
gentle  stream.  The  water  is  perhaps  a  trifle  too  cloudy, 
but  it  is  clearing  fast,  and  by  to-morrow  (Thursday)  will 
be  just  about  right.  The  first  three  months  of  the  season 
were  the  best  we  have  had  for  years  ;  but  the  last  three 
have  been  the  worst  ever  known,  simply  becaase  the  water 
has  never  remained  in  decent  condition  more  than  tivo 
consecutive  days. — Willi.\m  Nash. 

Severn,  V^rnwy,  Tanat,  and  Ckin  (Llanymy- 
uech). — For  the  tiisc  time  for  many  weeks  we  have  had 
no  rain,  snow,  or  frost  for  seven  days  ;  but,  although  the 
birds  are  commencing  to  sing  and  the  buds  bursting  out 
on  plants  in  sheltered  places,  we  have  as  yet  no  other 
symptoms  of  spring,  as  the  cold  east  wind  is  a  bitter 
reminder  that  the  month  of  March  has  yet  three  weeks  of 
time  before  it  expires.  There  is  still  some  snoiv  on  the 
Welsh  mountirins,  which  melts  iiway  very  slowly  in  con- 
sequence of  the  cold  state  of  the  air;  but  a  liitle  enow 
melts  during  the  day,  and  finds  its  way  into  the  rivers,  so 
tnat  they  all  still  coiitir>u  i  ab  >ve  their  average  heig'it,  and 
the  p  osinoe  of  snow  water  in  them  is  fatal  to  suoje-stul 
angling,  and  8in0r<  the  commencement  of  the  trout  nsbing 
seauon  nothing  has  been  done,  nor  have  any  flies  been 
obietved  on  any  of  the  rivers  in  this  neighbourhood,  or 
has  a  single  ealmon  been  seen  passing  to  the  upper  waters. 
What  little  sport  that  has  baen  had  during  the  past  week 
has  been  with  pike  and  coarse  fish  in  the  Severn  and 
Vyrnwy.— VvBNWv. 
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Stonr  (Bures,  SoffoUi).— The  water  is  now  in 
capital  order  for  anftling,  and  some  decent  fish  are  being 
captured.  Several  pike  are  now  being  taken  daily,  bnt  1 
have  heard  of  nothing  over  71b.  Some  good  fish  ought  to 
he  taken  before  the  end  of  eeisin. — W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chlcliester  Canal.  —  The 
weather  his  been  tine  during  the  week,  with  cold  north- 
easterly winds.  Rivers  are  fast  recDveriog,  and  running 
at  their  normal  height.  The  cold  weather  his  given  an 
impetus  to  pike  fishing,  as  from  the  Ouse  several  small 
fish  have  benn  taken.  Eight  in  one  day  were  secured  at 
Barcombe  Mills.  Roach  have  not  fed  well,  either  in  the 
Ouse  or  Cuckmere.  From  the  latter  river  a  nice  pike  of 
71b.  3oz.  was  taken  by  Mr.  Ling,  of  Brighton,  and  several 
smaller  fish  by  other  anglers.  The  Rother  is  in  fair  order, 
and  a  d^y,  by  two  rode,  resulted  in  a  nice  pike  of  51b.,  a 
brace  of  fish,  weighing  together  81b.  2oz.,  and  a  few  small 
perch.  Chichester  Canal  ia  in  good  order,  and  has  yielded 
a  few  pike  of  about  41b.,  taken  principally  from  the  lower 
reaches.  The  basin,  which  during  the  winter  months  has 
generally  held  the  best  fish,  seems  this  season  deserted, 
and  but  few  pike  have  been  captured.  Up  to  the  present 
the  heaviest  fish  taken  from  this  water  weighed  8Ib.  The 
lock  repairs,  when  the  water  was  run  off,  and  no  provision 
made  for  saving  the  fish,  has  materially  decreased  the 
stock,  jet  in  the  clear  water  the  small  fry  may  be  seen  in 
myriads.  A  change  of  stock  is  badly  needed,  as  year  by 
year  all  kinds  of  fish  appear  to  deteriorate.  In  a  few  days 
the  close  season  will  be  upon  us,  and  during  the  recess  I 
trust  a  club  will  be  formed  here,  and  measnres  taken  to 
protect  this  splendid  water  from  the  wholesal  poaching 
which  has  been  carried  on  for  some  years. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— All  the  rivers  would  now  be 
fishable,  but  the  ratting  east  wind  is  checkingthe  majority 
of  those  who  are  anxious  to  be  out  after  so  long  waiting. 

I  am  told  a  basket  of  over  two  dozen  was  taken  last  week, 
and  aronnd  Barnstaple  the  average  catches  are  three 
brace.  Without  a  change  of  wind  the  rivers  will  run  down 
too  low  and  clear,  and  fishing,  as  in  years  past,  will  be  a 
failure. — RrsTY  Game. 

Teme  (J-«a<tiow  .—The  Teme  in  this  district  has  been 
running  high  and  coloured  for  some  weeks.  It  has  begun 
to  go  down  and  clear,  and  is  now  getting  into  nice  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  dull,  with  cold 
winds,  and  has  been  against  anglers  getting  out.  The  fish 
have  been  more  on  the  move,  and  during  the  middle  of  the 
day  they  have  been  rising  a  little.  Trout  came  in  season 
on  Friday,  but  anglers  were  not  inclined  to  go  out,  the 
weather  being  so  bad ;  but  on  Saturday  there  were  some 
rods  out  with  the  worm,  and  some  nice  trout  averaging 
Jib.  each  were  taken  in  good  condition.  On  Monday  four 
trout  were  landed  with  worm.  On  Tuesday  an  angler 
under  Whitcliffe  landed  a  trout  over  lib.  weight  with 
worm.  If  the  weather  holds,  fly  fishing  should  be  had  by 
Saturday,  and  good  sport  should  be  had.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clnn,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  stained  and  in 
order  for  bottom  fshiig.  Little  done  in  them  yet. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
stone  down,  and  is  clearing  nicely  after  several  weeks' 
iSood,  and  is  getting  in  order  for  fishing.  Angling  has 
been  very  quiet  since  Christmas,  the  water  having  been 
out  of  order.  Trout  fishing  commenced  on  Friday, 
March  2,  but  the  weather  was  cold  and  against  angleri 
going  out,  and  little  has  been  done  as  yet.  A  few  rods 
have  been  out  this  week,  bottom  fishing,  but  the  weather 
will  have  to  get  warmer  before  any  good  sport  will  be 
bad.   The  Rea,  Kyre,  acd  Ledwyche  are  all  clearing. — 

WOBf  ESTEE. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibnry,  East  Oloncestershire).— 

Trouting  season  opens  on  Monday,  March  26,  on  the  Swan 
waters,  which  are  in  good  order  for  the  time  of  year.  The 
two-year-old  farios  intrcdnced  from  the  Itchen  have  done 
well.  Best  flies  for  opening  week  are  pale-winged  Olive 
Dun,  Hare's  Lug,  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  and  Red 
Spinner,  which  fly  always  kills  well  here  in  AprU.  Mcst 
suitable  rods,  lo-'t.  to  lift.  No  wading  necessary  or 
allowed.— Sherry  Spi.nxee. 

Usk  and  Tribataries  (Senny  Bridge).— Rivers 
here  now  are  in  very  fair  order  for  fly  fishing,  but  there 
are  very  few  flies  to  be  seen  on  the  water  yet,  as  the 
•w either  is  still  rather  cold.    The  trout  rise  between 

II  a.m.  and  3  p.m.  A  few  nice  ones  have  been  caught 
during  that  time.  The  best  killing  fly  at  present  is  a 
email  Dark  Bine. — Poxtsesxy. 

Welland  and  Gwash  ("tamford).  —  Laudable 
efforts  are  being  made  to  improve  the  fishing  in  both  these 
rivers  during  the  coming  season,  and  the  management 
have  gratifying  encouragement  ia  this  direction  Irom  the 
Marquis  of  Eicter  and  Lord  Lindsey.  It  has  been  decided 
to  put  1000  perch  into  the  Welland,  and  into  the  Gwash  a 
eimilar  number  of  yearling  trout.  A  rule  is  to  he  enforced 
whereby  all  perch  taken  from  the  Welland  that  are  under 
6iD.  from  the  eye  to  the  fork  of  the  tail  are  to  be  thrown 
back  into  the  river.— E.  A.  S. 

Wey. — The  river  has  now  reached  ite  normal  level,  and 
it  is  much  clearer  than  the  Mole.  Angling  is  in  full  swing 
agiiin. 

Mole.— Water  well  down,  but  rather  thick.  Anglers 
should  be  able  to  finith  up  the  season  well.  I  hope  to  try 
the  liver  f  n  Wednesday  next. 

Witham,  *c.  (Mld-Kanoolnehire).— According  to 
latest  information  from  the  Witham  district  the  river  is 
rnniiing  very  high.  List  week  the  water  mark  at  Bardney 
registered  no  leas  than  18ft.,  that  being  something  like 7ft. 
above  the  mark  under  ordinary  circnmstanciB.  The 
Barlings  liver  acd  the  Sincil  Dyke  have  also  been  in  high 
flood ;  whilst  Branston  Delph,  Nccton  Delph,  and  the 
large  drain  from  Simberland  proved  inadequate.  The 
water,  however,  is  now  running  down.  A  few  anglers 
have  tried  for  roach  on  the  grass  with  worms,  and  have 
obtained  a  f«,ir  reward.  Fishing  was  also  reported  possible 


on  the_  Sleaford  Canal,  and  a  few  anglers  have  started 
operations  on  the  Bain,  some  succeeding  near  Fulsby. — 
Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wbarfe,  Derwent,  Nidd,  Onse, 
fto.  (Torkshire)  — There  can  be  no  question  but  that 
winter  lingering  chills  the  lap  of  spring,  tor  comparatively 
little  of  the  deep  snow  has  yet  melted  on  the  moors  and 
wolds,  and  the  Whernsides,  and  the  whole  range  of 
higher  hills  that  divide  Lincashire  and  Wfstmoreland 
from  Yorkshire  are  as  thickly  coated  and  as  white  as  th^y 
could  possibly  ba  in  mid-winter.  Confequently  there  is 
not  so  much  snow  water  in  the  Yore  as  one  might  expect, 
and  a  few  roach  and  pike  have  betn  caught  during  the 
week;  also  in  the  Swale.  Spoit  in  the  Wbarfe  has  been 
fairly  good,  indeed,  better  than  was  expected,  and  the 
bottom  fishermen  have  made  some  very  decent  baskets  of 
fish.  _  The  waters  in  the  upper  district  are  closed  for 
grayling  fishing,  bnt  lower  down  (where  there  are  now 
restrictions  until  the  arrival  of  the  legal  close  time  on  the 
16th  inst )  I  hear  that  excellent  baskets  have  been  made. 
Messrs.  J.  Grassham,  sen.  and  jun.,  secured  ten  jack  with 
the  aid  of  live  bait,  fishing  in  shallow  streams.  The  water 
has  run  down  considerably,  and  is  very  little  coloured. 
Fishing  has  improved  in  the  district  of  Boston  Spa.  Mr. 
J.  Grimshaw  and  son  had  a  very  nice  catch  of  grayling, 
roach,  and  dace ;  also  Mr.  A.  Rippin  and  a  friend 
have  caught  some  excellent  baskets,  the  best  bait 
being  the  cockepur  and  brandling  worm.  The  annual 
dinner  of  the  Burnsall  and  Appletreewick  Angling  Club, 
held  at  the  Middleton  Hotel,  Ilkley,  was  poorly  attended, 
owing  to  the  severe  snowstorm.  In  ether  respects  the 
affair  was  a  great  success.  Mr.  Joshua  Hart,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  club,  was  the  ruling  spirit  at  the  dinner  and 
at  the  annual  meeting  which  preceded  it,  and  at  which 
satisfactory  reports  as  to  the  continued  prosperity  of  the 
"small  club  with  long  title"  were  presented.  There 
were  as  usual  fome  effective  speeches  in  connection  with 
the  brief  toast  list,  and  variety  was  imparted  to  the  pro- 
ceedings by  the  musicil  efforts  of  an  •  xcellent  quartette 
party,  and  by  the  histrionic  displays  of  Mr.  W.  D.  Hinok- 
cliff,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Bradford  Waltonians.  The 
introduction  of  rainbow  trout  into  club  waters  is  giving 
rise  to  some  complications.  The  last  named  club  have 
decided  to  prohibit  the  taking  of  these  trout  until  June  15, 
thus  very  properly  giving  the  fish  the  protection  of  the 
coarse  fish  close  time.  As  it  is  illegal  to  take  "  trout "  in 
the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board's  district  between  Oct.  2  and 
March  15,  the  angling  season  for  rainbow  trout  when  they 
are  afforded  proper  protection,  is  thus  limited  to  sixteen 
weeks.  Several  anglers  visited  that  famous  sheet  of 
water,  Hornsea  Mere,  last  week ;  sport  was,  however, 
only  moderate,  and  the  season  for  this  lake  is  about  at  its 
end.  Prospects  for  the  week-end  and  next  week  are 
better.  Some  of  the  Leeds  anglers  are  making  prepara- 
tions for  several  outings,  one  a  friendly  match  which  is  to 
culminate  in  a  supper  and  "  social,"  between  the  Armley 
Angling  Club  and  the  Wortley  Angling  Club.  The  match 
is  to  be  fished  at  Tadcaster,  The  North  Tavern  Angling 
Club  fish  an  "off  match"  to-day  (Saturday)  at  Acaster, 
on  the  Ouse.  This  river  is  now  running  in  considerably 
after  the  floods,  bnt  there  is  yet  more  water  in  it  than 
anglers  care  to  see  or  to  fish  in. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  £sk  and  Liddle.— While  the  snow  con- 
tinues to  cover  the  hills  of  E?kdale  and  Liddlesdale  very, 
little  sport  is  anticipated  until  such  disappears.  Both  Esk 
and  Liddle  continue  to  be  ptrtially  swollen  and  dis- 
coloured, although  gradually  decreasing  in  volume  owing 
to  the  prevailing  milder  weather.  It  is  generally  admitted 
that  the  spawning  streams  have  been  visited  by  very  few 
fish,  consequently  the  outlook  has  not  as  yet  become  much 
brighter.  A  few  enthusiastic  anglers  have  been  out  in  the 
Canonbie  water  and  the  lower  reaches  with  very  unsatis- 
factory results.  The  drift  nets  in  the  Solway  had  a  very 
unsuccessful  week  for  the  opening  of  the  season,  only  two 
or  three  fish  being  taken.  The  stake  nets  had  also  a  poor 
week.  Some  of  the  nets  did  not  take  a  siogle  spring 
salmon  during  the  week.  In  consequence  of  the  scarcity 
of  salmon,  prices  ruled  high  in  the  markets.  The  cloiing 
quotations  on  Saturday  were  reported  at  28.  and  2s.  3d. 
per  lb.    No  tea  trout  have  as  yet  been  taken. — Gilnockie. 

Carron,  Eastar  R  as  (Ardga/,  N.B.).— On 
Wednesday  last  week,  Mr.  George  Ross,  Brailangwell,  on 
Mr.  Young's  rod,  had  a  clean  run  beauty  of  lOJlb.  1  c  was 
the  first  salmon  of  the  season.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  St. 
Vincent  Peel,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  fished  the  Inver- 
charron  water,  and  landed  a  10  pounder.  Monday  and 
Tuesday  were  blank.  Weather  all  that  could  be  desired, 
and  water  in  capital  order,  but  there  are  very  few  fish 
running. — B. 

Oeyeron  (Banffshire).— The  net  fishing  results  in 
th?  river  Deveron  and  coast  district  have  been  more  en- 
cjuraging  during  the  past  week.  The  water,  although 
somewhat  thick  meantime  for  angling  purposes,  is  settling 
down,  and  netting  has  been  earned  on  daily.  Although 
the  number  of  salmon  and  trout  have  been  somewhat 
small,  some  good  fith  have  been  got  and  of  capital  quality. 
In  fact,  only  one  or  two  diseased  fish  have  been  met  with. 
On  the  coasts  the  nets  are  all  in  woi king  order,  at  the 
various  stations,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  week  as  many 
as  eight  salmon  were  captured  at  one  station.  At  the 
others  the  sea  was  rattier  choppy,  and  it  was  almost 
impossible  for  the  fishermen  to  examine  the  nets.  Tne 
fish  are  of  fair  size  and  averaging  from  71b.  to  8ib.,  the 
heaviest  scaling  121b.  On  Monday  a  box  of  about  2owt. 
was  sent  to  thn  markets,  and  on  Tuesday  atd  Wednesday 
boxes  c£  about  lc»t.  each.  At  the  corresp  >nding  date 
last  season,  the  fishing  was  slightly  better  at  Gardenstown 
the  sea  net  fishing  was  fairly  good  at  the  beginning,  but 
of  late  few  fish  have  been  caught,— H.  W, 


Inveran  (Sutherland).  —  On  Saturday  last  the 
lessee  of  the  Shin  angling  got  the  first  salmon  of  the 
feason  on  the  lower  waters.  It  weighed  101b.  On  Monday 
this  week  he  landed  a  9-pounder.  River  in  capital  con- 
dition, and  weather  favourable. — B. 

Loch  Tay  (KiUin).— On  March  2,  Mr.  A.  A.  Smith 
landed  two  nice  salmon,  251b.  and  17Ib.  March  3,  Mr. 
Francis  Francis  landed  one  of  141b.  March  5,  Mr.  Francis 
Fri'niis  landed  one  of  151b,  March  0,  Mrs.  Clegg  landed 
one  of  151b. — Killin. 

Mndale  (Altnabarra,  via  Lairg,  N.B.).— The  first 
catch  of  the  season  was  made  on  27th  ult.,  by  Mr.  John 
Fraaer,  Ben  Klibrick.  With  a  Gay  Gordon  fly  hw  larded 
an  81b.  salmon.  Weather  stormy  at  the  time,  but  now 
improving. — B. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Tbnrs'*,  N.B  ).— Owing  to 
the  protracted  storm  of  frost  and  snow  angling  operations 
commenced  later  than  usual.  Ou  2Gth  ult.  a  local  ansler 
tried  beats  1  and  2,  and  caught  two  salmon  ;  and  on  27th, 
one  salmon  on  No.  1.  On  28th,  Mr.  Corbet,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  caught  two  salmon  on  No.  2 ;  and  a  local  angler 
two  on  No.  3.  On  let  inst.,  Mr.  Alston  Johnston, 
Skelpick  Lodge,  landed  three  salmon  on  No.  3  ;  and  Mr. 
Corbet,  one  on  No.  2,  On  2nd,  Mr.  Alston  Johntton 
caught  a  ealmon  on  No.  3.  Beautiful  weather  now 
prevails. — B. 

North-Bast  of  Scotland.— The  spring  reason  on  the 
Dee  promises  to  be  the  best  experienced  during  the  past 
fifteen  years.  A  great  head  of  fish  entered  the  liver  on 
the  breaking  up  of  the  late  storm,  and  sport  has  been  rife 
right  up  into  the  Glentana  waters,  a  distance  of  some  forty 
miles.  The  river  has  not  been  in  the  best  of  trim,  being 
too  rapid  for  most  of  the  wading  sections.  The  following 
is  a  summary  of  last  week's  sport,  as  details  would  be 
superfluous:  (Jn  the  Kingciussie  section,  Mr.  Forteacue 
and  keeper  ore-led  from  five  to  ten  fish  daily,  scaling  from 
61b.  to  161b  ;  average  Sib.  On  Tillburies  water,  Sir  Cosmo 
Duff  Gordon,  Bart.,  had  thirty  fish,  best  day  ten,  all  to  the 
fly.  On  the  Altries  water,  Mr.  H.  J.  C.  Anderson  had 
six  fish,  Mies  Sanders  one,  Ross  four,  Lewis  R^ss 
one,  and  Mr.  Kinloch  one,  all  ranging  from  GJlb  to  10|lb. 
On  the  Drum  sections  the  keepers  landed  twelve  tish, 
scaling  up  to  161b.,  average  7ilb.  On  the  Pa'k  waters, 
Mr,  (3eorge  Davidson  Weelwood  and  Capt.  McNeil  have 
creeled  fifty  fish  between  them  since  the  opening,  thirty  of 
which  were  got  last  week,  Ecaling  up  to  181b.  Their  best 
day  yielded  ten  fish.  On  the  Durria  section,  Messrs. 
Meekin  (two  rods)  had  fifteen  on  Monday,  fourteen  on 
Tuesday,  fourteen  on  Wednesday,  four  on  Thursday,  six 
on  Friday,  and  six  on  Saturday — fifty-nine  fine  spring 
beauties  of  average  weights.  On  the  Lower  Durris  the 
keepers  had  five  and  six  fish  daUy,  and  similar  results  were 
had  on  the  Crathes  water.  On  the  Knappoch  pool,  Capt. 
E.  P.  Brooke  creeled  fifteen  fish  for  the  week,  all 
fine  fish.  This  water  is  open  for  April.  On  the 
Cairnton  section  Capt.  Quintin  Die  it  had  sixteen 
for  the  week,  his  best  day  yidaiog  six.  while 
he  lost  other  four  almost  at  the  gaffiug.  Oathelcch- 
marlo  section,  Mr.  Davidson  and  Capt.  Gaskell  had  twenty 
between  them.  On  the  Blackball  Castle  water,  Capt. 
Stanton  and  Mr.  R.  S.  Hills  landed  fifty  fish  to  their  two 
rods,  all  ranging  from  6Ib.  to  161b.  On  the  Upper  Blai  k- 
hall  and  Commonty  sections,  Sir  Walter  Corbett  creeled 
twenty-six  fish,  scaling  from  71b.  to  191b.,  while  Sandy 
Ross  had  eleven  ranging  from  71b.  to  13Jlb.,  making 
thirty -seven  fish  for  the  one  section.  Sir  John  Gladstone 
does  not  intend  sub-lotting  this  water  as  formerly 
indicated.  On  the  Woodend  water,  John  Mortimer 
creeled  ten  fish  ranging  from  71b.  to  141b.,  while  Charlie 
Gill  hadssveral  on  the  Sluie  water.  On  Ballogie  section, 
Mr.  King  landed  seven  scaling  from  61b.  to  141b  ;  Mr. 
Hare,  eleven,  scaling  from  71b.  to  Sib. ;  and  Mr.  Brown, 
two,  of  61b.  and  81b,  On  the  Borrowstone  beat, 
Mr.  J.  R.  C.  Deverell  creeled  seventeen  fish  to  his 
own  rod  scaling  from  71b.  to  17 ih.  On  the  Lodge 
water,  Mrs.  Pickering  landed  two,  of  lllb.  and  101b. ;  and 
NiooU,  keeper,  ten,  of  average  weights.  On  Carlogie, 
Sherrit  had  one,  81b. ;  and  on  Lower  Dess,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Deverell  had  eight  scaling  from  71b.  to  181b.  Oa  the 
Aboyne  waters,  Mr.  A.  Sandiaon  creeled  two,  of  15;b.  and 
9ib  ;  Mr.  McHardie,  one;  Mr.  Boddie,  two;  and  Mr. 
Bullogh,  five,  heaviest  231b.  On  the  Glentana  waters, 
Mr.  Russell  had  six  one  day,  eciling  up  to  19ib  ;  two  on 
another,  and  such  like,  the  strengih  of  the  migia'.ion  not 
having  pressed  forward  into  those  parts  yet.  On  the 
Cambus  O'May  water.  Col.  Eddis  had  two  of  average 
weights  ;  and  Mr.  Millar,  one  of  161b.  Few,  if  aay,  spring 
fish  are  yet  forward  beyond  these  parts,  but  every  day 
now  brings  them  nearer.  The  sport  during  the  current 
week  is  anticipated  to  be  really  something  giand  as  the 
river  gets  into  better  trim.  A  spring  season  is  also  looked 
forward  to  on  the  Don,  a  consummation  which  has  not  been 
experienced  for  many  years  past. — G.  M. 

Oykell  (Oykelbridge,  via  La  rg,  N.B.).— On 
Friday,  Mr.  Moore,  fishing  from  BaUagJwn  Arms  Hotel, 
landed  a  fice  salmon,  weighing  Anglers  have  also 

arrived  at  Langwell  Lodge,  and  as  the  river  is  in  excelloat 
condition  good  sport  is  anticipated.  As  that  amphibian, 
the  otter,  is  so  destructive  to  salmon,  it  may  be  or  interest 
to  note  that  Mr.  Hugh  MacLeod,  brad  keeper  at 
Langwell,  has  captured  a  pair  of  them.  He  shot  the  dog 
with  his  rifle,  and  trapped  the  bitch.  The  former 
measured  4lt.  in  length,  and  weighed  20^1b.,  while  the 
latter  was  about  the  tmallest  full-grown  specimen  of  the 
kind  he  ever  saw. — B. 

bonth  of  Scotland. — With  no  further  fall  of  rain 
since  the  fore  part  of  last  week  the  Border  riveis  have 
run  down  quickly,  and  by  Monday  all  the  waters  in  this 
district  will  be  too  low  for  salmon  fishing.  There  does 
not  appear  to  be  many  spring  fish  in  the  rivers,  though  an 
exception  may  be  made  of  the  Eden,  where  the  reports 
are  more  promising.  In  the  stake  nets  of  the  Solway  a 
number  of  very  fine  little  spring  salmon  have  been  caught 
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daring  the  Wf  ek,  averaging  from  Gib.  to  81b.,  eo  that  a  few 
fish  have  been  matiog  up  tha  rivers.  The  following  are 
a  few  notes  from  the  different  waters  of  the  district.  The 
Annan.— In  this  river  Mr.  Lees,  the  lessee  of  Northfield, 
killed  a  spring  salmon  in  his  portion  at  the  Blackpool  on 
Wedoes'lay  of  last  week,  and  on  the  following  day  Mr. 
Henry  Bovd,  Annan,  killed  a  pretty  little  spring  fish  of 
between  Tib.  and  S  b.  with  fly  in  the  same  pool.  A 
number  of  the  keepers  and  others  have  hooked 
and  landed  salmon,  but  these  were  all  sppnt  kelts 
returning  to  the  sea.  and  were  put  back  to  the 
river.  Yery  few  kelts  are  shoniog  in  the  pools. 
Piobably  the  next  floods  will  cause  most  of  the  kelta 
in  the  higher  waters  to  descend  to  the  sea.  Mr.  Thexton, 
cf  Holm  Cliff,  landed  a  kelt  sea  trout  and  a  kelt  herlintr, 
which  were  put  back  to  the  river.  Trout  fishing  will 
generally  be  deferred  until  the  beginning  of  April,  as 
yellow  trout  are  not  in  condition  for  being  killed  at 
present.  The  Nith  and  Tributaries —No  sport  is 
reported  from  this  river  so  far.  In  the  higher  waters  a 
number  of  kelt  salmon  have  been  seen  rising.  Few  reds 
have  been  out  this  week.  Mr.  James  Smith,  of  Craigie- 
lands,  near  Moffat,  has  promised  a  consignment  of  trout 
fry,  from  his  piivate  hatchery  nearBeattock,  to  one  of  the 
Dumfries  angling  associations  to  stock  their  waters  of  the 
Cairn.  Mr.  Smith  places  many  thousands  of  fry  in  the 
upper  waters  of  Annandale  yearly,  free  of  expense.  The 
Galloway  Bivers.— No  sport  has  been  had  in  the 
rivers  of  this_  part  of  the  country  since  the  opening 
cf  the  angling  season.  The  waters  are  ronning 
low  at  the  time  of  writing,  and  more  rain  must  fall  before 
sport  can  be  had.  Ayrshire  Rivers.— A  number  of  rods 
have  been  out  trout  fishing,  though  not  much  has  been 
done  in  any  of  the  waters.  The  Solway  Derwent. — 
There  are  no  reports  from  this  river.  Salmon  appear  to 
be  f  carce  in  the  different  reaches.  The  weather  is  now 
mild  and  sprinsr-like,  and  there  was  a  hitch  of  fly  on  the 
waters  to-day  (Wednesday).— Heatheebell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Bivers.— 
During  the  past  month,  and  until  the  beginning  of  this 
week,  the  main  rivers— Tweed  and  Teviot— have  been 
tearly  in  consequent  flood,  thereby  rendering  salmon 
angling  almost^  impossible.  However,  a  few  enthusiasts 
have  tried  their  hand  whenever  there  was  a  chance,  but 
the  chances  were  small.  Both  rivers  have  now  had  a  good 
c'eir  out  of  all  the  dirt  and  rubbish  that  had  accumulated 
for  months  past,  and  the  bads  of  the  streams  are  now  fresh 
and  clean.  The  floods  allowed  a  free  run  of  salmon  from 
the  B9a,  and  it  is  supposed  that  there  are  a  goodly  amount 
of  spring  fish  in  the  streams.  Owing  to  th?  precautions 
taken  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  Tweed  Commissioners'  snper- 
ittandent,  very  little  poaching  has  taken  place  all  the 
winter,  and  now  that  the  open  season  is  cu,  the  illegal 
angler  will  be  fuither  off  the  water  than  ever.  Since 
Thursday  last,  when  the  riverj  began  to  run  down  to 
fishing  size,  many  trout  anglers  have  been  out,  but  the 
biskets  got  have  not  been  large,  avetajiiag  from  21b.  to 
4ilb.,  including  one  trout  of  l|lb.  killed  on  Teviot 
by  Mr.  Jas.  Thompscn  (with  worm).  On  the  salmon 
stretches  no  fishing  has  as  yet  taken  place  on 
the  famous  Floors  Castle  upper  and  under  waters  (his 
Gracs  the  Duke  of  Rixburghe,  the  proprietor  of  these 
fishicgs,  just  now  being  at  the  front  with  Lis  regiment, 
where  he  has  already  done  some  excellent  special  service). 
No  fishing  has  taken  place  on  the  Ednam  House  stretches, 
but  on  the  Hendersyde  water,  on  Feb.  22,  Mr.  Thomas 
Pringle,  Westwood  Cottage,  Kelso,  had  the  honour  of 
drawing  first  b'oid  in  the  Tweed  by  killing  a  very  nice 
clean  run  salmon  of  "Jib. ;  from  this  time  floods  again 
intervened,  ana  it  was  not  until  March  5  that  either  the 
Tweed  or  the  Teviot  were  again  in  fishable  order,  and  on 
that  date  Mr.  Pringle  had  some  rare  sport,  killing  two 
clean  run  salmon,  of  the  respective  weights  of  6Jlb.  and 
8Jlb.,  while  he  was  unfortunate  in  losing  another  nice  fish 
of  about  81b. ;  he  also  landed  four  salmon  kelt,  which 
were  of  course  all  returned  to  the  river  again,  as  were 
also  three  sea  trout  kelts,  whilst  he  was  broken  by  another 
heavy  fish.  All  were  taken  with  gudgeon.  Nothing  his 
as  yet  teen  done  cn  the  Teviot,  although  a  few  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  on  the  Wark  water  some  two  or  three 
f  ah  have  been  killed,  but  particulars  are  not  to  hand  as 
yet.  The  tributaries  streams,  tuoh  as  the  Bowmont, 
Kale,  Eden,  and  Jed  have  been  yielding  fairly  good 
baskets  of  trout  lately,  the  average  being  about  4lb.  In 
the  Galashiels  dijtrict  some  "  goods "  have  been  got 
weighing  up  to  8lb.,  but  as  yet  no  ealmon.  A  few  bull 
trout  have  graced  the  fisher's  basket,  along  with  some 
nice  giayling.  Should  the  weather  we  are  now  having 
keep  on,  fly  fishing  will  be  in  full  swing  in  a  week  or  so,  as 
there  is  a  rise  in  the  rivers  every  day  when  the  sun  shows 
its  face.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Kelso  Angling 
Afsociation  took  place  in  its  club-room,  the  White  Swan 
Hotel,  on  Monday  night,  Mr.  John  Smith  ( /v'eZso  .VaiJ), 
vice-piesident,  in  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr.  N.  J.  Mills, 
hon.  8  oretary.  'I  here  was  a  good  attendance  of  members, 
and  the  reports  from  the  secretary  showed  that  the  society, 
both  iu  point  of  numbers  of  membership  and  in  finances, 
was  in  a  moet  satisfactory  state.  Several  new  members 
were  admitted.  Il  was  again  agreed  thit  no  trout 
under  7in.  bs  weighed  at  competitions,  and  that  any 
compel itor  showing  more  tbau  a  dozea  under  that 
»iiie  be  disqualified  from  further  competitions  for 
the  jear  ;  ai  d  that  it_  a  competitor  brought  any 
trout  under  the  regulati' n  rule,  they  weie  to  count 
againat  hiB  weight  in  ihe  prize  list.  Ilia  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Koxturgha  wa<  again  re-elected  patron  of  the  society  | 
Sir  K  Wttldie  Griflitb,  Bart,  Sir  G.  B.  Douglas,  Bart., 
Mr  <}.  li.  Bdlf  >ur,  of  Newton  Don,  and  Maj  )r  8cot'-Ker, 
of  Sunlans,  presidents ;  Mr.  John  Smith,  vice-preiident ; 
hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  N.  J.  Mills ;  treasurer,  Mr.  Geo. 
Forrest  (nt  tlie  firm  of  Forrest  and  Sjn):  committee, 
M«iirs.  I'ringle,  A.  MoCutcheon,  sen.,  Chisholm,  sen  , 
Allan,  Jas.  Affleck,  Denbolm,  Jas.  Gibson,  jun.,  G. 


Rutherford,  R.  P.  Smith,  and  W.  Forrest.  After  the 
business  meeting  an  hour  or  two  was  spent  in  tin? anglers' 
sociality  form,  under  the  genial  chairmanship  of  Mr. 
Smith,  vice-president.  It  may  be  mentioned  here  that 
during  the  past  year  between  fifty  and  sixty  pike  have 
been  killed  by  five  anglers  of  the  association  with  the  rod, 
and  they  receive  each  a  banns  of  6d.  a  fish  for  each  one 
killed.  The  rivers  just  now  are  in  splendid  condition,  and 
salmon  anglers  are  sanguine  of  having  some  fresh-run  fish 
in  br.th  Tweed  and  Teviot  during  the  next  few  days, — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  (co.  Cork)  — Rain  is  badly  wanted.  The 
river  has  run  down  very  low  and  clear,  consequent  on  the 
long  spell  of  east  wind.  On  Carrigmore  water,  W.  T. 
Crawshay,  111b.  At  Inn'shannon,  A.  J.  Reid,  111b. ; 
Somers  Payne,  B.L.,  Idb. ;  Sinclair  W.  Payre,  101b. 
Trout  fishing  on  the  tidal  waters  still  continues  good,  but 
on  the  upper  waters  they  have  not  yet  began  to  liae  any- 
wav  freely  to  the  fly. — William  Haynes  and  Son. 

Ballinderry  (Coagli,  co.  Tyrone).  —  Angling 
opened  on  the  Ballinderry  the  Ist  inst.  After  the  heavy 
rainfall  of  last  week  the  river  was  very  high,  and  only  in 
condition  for  bait  fishing.  On  the  Artnea  and  these 
sections  the  white  grub  accounted  for  some  odd  trout. 
The  river  is  now  in  order,  but  the  trout  show  no  great 
disposition  to  rise,  the  temperature  being  too  low.  Soft 
rains  are  needed  to  take  the  March  chilliness  out  of  the 
air. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (oo.  Cork).— The  Earl  of  Warwick  and 
party  arrived  on  let  inst.  to  fish  the  Careysville  water, 
and  have  had  good  sport.  Total  bag  up  to  6th  inst., 
thirty-three  fish.  Sport  generally  on  other  portions  of 
the  liver  has  not  lean  over  good. — W.  Haynks  and  Son. 

Bundiowes  (co.  Donegal).— Keen  frost  has  con- 
tinued every  night  since  last  report,  and  a  very  cold  north- 
east wind  prevailed  all  through  the  past  week,  still,  Mr. 
A.  Stubba  succeeded  in  landing  three  very  nice  fresh  run 
salmon,  of  1.31b.,  12  b  ,  and  71b.  respectively,  on 
March  3,  5,  and  6.  The  river  continues  in  splendid 
fishing  order,  and  with  a  little  milder  weather  now  seme 
good  sport  should  he  had. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Brne  (Ball^sliannon  and  Belleek).— Several  trout 
in  good  condition  were  taken  by  anglers  on  the  river  Erne, 
at  Belleek,  during  the  past  week.  The  river  is  at  present 
in  good  trouting  order. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Kerry  Kivers. — Sport  has  not  been  uptoanticipition, 
though  fair  it  times  on  the  majority  of  the  Kerry  rivers 
op'tH  for  angling.  March  has  commenced  after  its  usual 
fashion,  and  this  is  considered  a  good  augury  for  the 
angling  during  the  remainder  of  the  month.  Spring 
salmon  are  arriving  in  generally  fair  or  average  numbers 
in  all  the  principal  rivers  — T.  J.  D. 

Killamey.— Sport  his  been  generally  backward  on 
most  days.  The  outlook  for  the  coming  week  is  much 
better,  as  the  weather  and  water  conditions  are  improving 
at  time  of  writing.  Spring  salmon  are  once  more  arriving 
in  good  numbers,  and  the  prospects  for  the  remainder  of 
the  month  are  on  the  whole  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — The  east  wind,  which  set  in  about 
ten  days  ago,  still  continues,  and  as  a  result  the  river  has 
run  down  very  rapidly.  Still,  notwithstanding,  vary  good 
Eport  has  beea  had  on  Mashonaglass.  Mr.  M.  F.  Barry, 
6lb.,  8Jlb.,  91b.,  101b.,  10|lb.  On  Warrens  Court  and 
Ashton,  Mr.  J.  A.  Jameson,  101b,,  101b.,  141b.  On 
Cwhue,  Mr.  G.  levers,  71b.,  7ilb.,  91b.,  101b.  ;  Col. 
Kirkwood,  121b.  On  Oak  Grove.  Mr.  F.  M.  Leader,  81b., 
101b.,  111b.  On  Lee  Mount,  Col.  Broderick,  71b.,  91b. 
On  Lower  Nettleville,  Mr.  H.  WeJch  Thornton,  9Ub.  On 
Leehans,  Lieut.-Cnmmander  W.  Steward,  R.N.;  81b.; 
Mr.  S.  Haynes,  161b.  Oa  Fargus,  Major  Adamson,  81b,, 
81b.,  91b.,  91b..  12lb.  On  Cronody,  Mr.  R.  Dunscombe," 
101b.,  101b.,  101b..  121b.;  Mr.  K.  Pike,  101b.  At  the 
Powdermills,  Mr.  Ned  Murphy,  71b.,  9;b.,  91b. ;  Mr.  T.  R. 
Curtis.  lOIb..  101b.  At  Castle  Lynch,  Mr.  J.  P.  Hawkes, 
81b.,  81b. ;  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  8.b.,  81b..  121b.,  101b.,  7ib. ; 
Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  71b.,  81b.,  lOJlb.  At  Carrigrohane,  Capt. 
Douglas  Pennant,  60th  Rifles,  81b.,  81b.,  81b. ;  Mr.  V.  H. 
Bass,  91b.,  101b.— William  Haynes  and  Son. 

Longh  Cnrrane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  continues  very  slack,  though  the  weather  has  been 
pretty  favourable  on  most  days.  Mr.  A.  J.  Troupe  had  a 
salmon  (weight  not  ascertained)  ;  Ned  Dennehy,  two, 
9ilb.  and  lOJlb. ;  and  Michael  Brennan,  one,  101b.  The 
prospects  at  time  of  writing  are  improved,  as  the  weather 
is  getting  more  seasonable  and  the  water  fining  down. 
Spring  salmon  are  still  arriving,  though  in  rather  limited 
numbers.  Fly  fishing  will  shortly  commecc?,  when  fair 
or  average  sport  at  least  should  be  had  — T.  J.  D. 

Iiongh  MaBk  and  Corrib.— Fishing  has  muoh 
improved  on  above  waters,  which  are  now  in  splendid 
condition.  Weather  most  favourable,  a  record  basket 
being  made  on  the  canal  on  the  3rd  inst.  by  Captain 
Cram  ton,  fourteen  grand  trout  ranging  from  lib.  to  231b. 
largest. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin. — A  few  anglers  tried  their  luck  on 
liough  Melvin  on  a  couple  of  days  during  the  past  week, 
but  the  weather  was  so  cold  little  was  done  in  the  way  of 
sport.  A  few  trout  were  taken  on  the  fly.  and  some  of 
them  were  in  fair  condition.  Captain  F.  W.  Jones  and 
others  are  preparing  to  start  silmon  fishing  on  the  lake 
this  week.  During  the  past  few  days  an  exceptionally 
large  run  of  salmon  took  place  through  the  Bundrowes 
rivHr  into  I.ough  M-'lvin. — M.  Kooan  anh  Sonk. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— Water 
in  good  order  to-day  (Monday).  Mr.  Wilson  on  his  first 
day  out  Imded  two  cpring  fish  scaling  111b.  and  'Jih., 
the  first  fish  taken  this  year  with  the  rod  on  the  river 
Moy,  with  flies  made  by  myself,  named  Bobs  and  Fighting 
Mack. — John  Dkvkbs. 

Moy,  Iiongha  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Weather  mild,  river  in  order  and  good  show, 


of  new  fish  in  the  tidal  waters.  Mr.  Person,  on  the 
3rd,  killed  a  salmon  131b.  and  landed  four  k»lts.  Mr. 
J.  C.  Wilson,  on  5th,  two  salmon,  111b.,  81b.  Mr. 
Walters,  on  4th,  lost  a  good  fish  and  landed  three  kelts. 
Mr.  Bermont.  on  7th.  one  salmon,  161b.,  and  five  kelts. 
The  lough  is  falling  fist.  Several  small  jick  have  been 
got  this  week.  The  killing  fly  Kiichener. — Pat 
Hearnes. 

i^hanuon  (Castleconnell).— Water  now  in  very  good 
order,  and  weather  very  mild.  Prospects  of  sport  seem 
good.  On  Newgarden  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon, 
14Ib. ,  on  March  5.  On  Hermitage  the  fishermen  killed 
one  ealmon.  16ilb.,  on  March  1.  On  the  Bird  Hill  waters 
Mr.  R.  Twins'  finhermen  killed  one  salmon,  43Jlb.,  cn 
Feb.  23.— John  Enright  and  Son. 

SEA  FISHING. 
Bamsgate  (West  Fier).—Bass  and  pollock  are  still 
biting  well.  Best  time  just  before  high  water ;  bait,  rock 
worm.  Averaga  take  a  score  and  a  half  each  tide.  Oae 
angler  caught  a  herring  while  bass  fishing.  Some  sua- 
shine  would  improve  the  fishing. — W.  E.  Laker. 


Ungling  '^\ixtnxc5. 

March  11.  ' 

Allason  United :  Match. 

Blenheim :  Match  at  Staines. 

Brothers  Well  Met :  Outing. 

Cambridge  Friendly  :  Match  at  Henley. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Outing. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Consolation  match. 

Cobden  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Dibdin  :  Lapsed  priza  outing. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Henley. 

Elgin  :  Outing  to  Langley. 

Golden  Barbel :  Outing. 

Good  Intent :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Greenwich  :  Outing  to  Reading. 

Harlesden  :  Match  at  Conkham. 

Hounslow  and  Isleworth  Piecatorials  :  Competition. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 

Tziak  Walton:  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

North  Lambeth  :  Match  at  East  Parleigh._ 

Original  Alexandra:  Consolition  prize  outing. 

Original  Clerkenwell :  Outing. 

Ph(jenix  ;  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Royal  George  :  Lipsed  prize  outing. 

Royal  Oak  :  Prize  outing. 

South  Bermondsey  :  Punt  outing. 

Stockwell ;  Match. 

S'ra'ford  :  Match  at  Broxbourne. 

Sundial]:  Match  at  Wraytbary. 

Walworth  Waltonians  :  Competition. 

Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
March  12. 

Albion  Brothers :  Visit. 

St.  John's  :  "  Cass  "  concert. 
March  13. 

Gresham  :  Paper  by  Mr.  F.  R.  Ohlson. 
March  14. 

Iziak  Walton  :  Lipsed  prize  outing. 

Walthamstow  Brothers :  Benefit  concert. 

Why  Not  (Wolverhampton)  :  Annual  dinner, 
March  15. 

Lark  Angling  Society  (Mili'eahall) :  Annual  dinner, 
Serapis  :  F.  O.  Tobacco  Fund  concert. 


March  18. — A.B.S. :  Competition  on  the  Lea. 

,,  18.— Mitre  Brothers  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

,,  18. — Oglaoder  :  Outing. 

,,  18. — Wenlock  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

,,  19. — Enterprise  :  A.B  S.  concert. 

,,  19. — Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  20. — Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  26. — Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Visit. 

,,  26. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

„  26,— Jubilee:  Visit, 

,,  29. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 

April  4. — B.S.A.S. :  Annual  dinner. 


l^epxts  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  ns  not  later  than  SIK  o'clock  on  "Thnnday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan'g  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "Ot.UB 
Rbi'ort  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Asaociatlon. — The  monthly  finance  com- 
mittee will  meet  on  Monday  evening  next,  March  12,  at 
eight  o'clock,  and  the  general  at  8  30  — R  Ghukney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Sooioty. — I  beg  to  acltnow- 
ledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  24?.  from  the  White 
Hart  A  S.  donation  box  — R.  Ghuhnky. 

Angltrs'  Benevolent  Socle  y.  —  Angling  Com- 
i-ETiTioN. — Since  iny  last  report  of  March  3  the  following 
gem  lenien  aud  societies  have  promised  prizes  ;  Or ieioal 
Alexandra  a  prize,  V.1I119  lOj.  6J. ;  H,  B.  Marston,  I'^l-i 
Fishiny  Oazctir,  books  on  angling  to  the  value  of  ,(.'1  Is. 
Next  week  1  will  report  final  arrangnmmts. — S  Malhv. 

Anglers'  Association  (Nu.  1  Eastern  Distbk'T) 
Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  will  bi  to  the 
Albion  Brothers,  Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney, 
on  Monday,  March  12,  We  anticipate  a  good  raeetinj.-* 
G.  Mannino. 
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Anglers'  A839olatioii  (North  and  NoRTa-KAST 
DiSTBicr)  Visiting  Iiiac. — On  Monday  Mtroli  19,  the 
En'erpri3>i  Angling  tJooiaty  at  the  Prinos  Attbur. — T.  R. 
DE  La  Moxd. 

Anglers'  Ass^o'ation  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing Iiitt. — On  the  6:h  inst.,  a  most  eoj  iya')le  return 
visit  was  eiven  to  the  Golden  Birbel  Anglirg  S  iciety. 
Fifteen  clabi  wire  well  represented,  and  the  A  B.  8.  B  )x 
onntaini-d  IGi.  6J  The  next  visit  will  go  t )  the  Jubilee 
Analifs:  SociBty.  Da  e  lat'er  ia  the  P  O — J.  Harris. 
'  Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  George  and  Uraston, 
High-street,  Aoton. — Twelve  members  of  theabjve  fishnd 
a  punt  compe'iti  n  at  Twickenhim  on  March  4,  W. 
Howell  winning  the  prize  (silver  cap),  with  seven  nice 
bream;  T.  P.  South,  second,  value  15 1. ;  C.  Palmer, 
third,  value,  lOi.  6d.  La^t  compatition  of  the  aeasjn. — W. 
Howell. 

Allason  United   Brothers'  Angling  Soolety, 

Date  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W. — 
The  members  met  on  March  7  aid  reports  of  our  members 
from  various  fishing  grounds  was  the  topic-  of  the  evening's 
agenda.  A  letter  was  read  from  secretary  Hill,  of  the 
Original  Clerkenwtll's  Piscatorials  re  preservation  of  river 
Stott;  tte  same  was  referred  to  our  special  meeting,  oa 
14th,  tor  other  important  business;  it  is  necestary  that 
every  member  should  be  present ;  to  those  who  do  not 
receive  the  nsuil  written  notice  kindly  accept  this.  Mr. 
Bigsby's  prize  of  5s.  is  for  tha  largest  dace  from  tidal  on 
March  11.  Bank  only.  Do  not  forget  the  pike,  perch, 
and  roach  prizes;  they  are  worthy  of  your  tiiil. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Ooach  and  Horses,  Ports 
■month-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  March  4  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Drew,  sen.,  chub  and  roach, 
12lb.  6jz.,  several  roach  over  lib. ;  Mr.  Black,  dacs  and 
roach,  4  b.  loz  .  heavif  st  roach  lib.  9Joz. ;  Mr.  Drow, 
jun  ,  perch ;  Mr.  Montgomery,  dace  and  roach ;  Mr. 
BatUn.  dace  and  roach;  and  Mr.  Smart,  roach. — J. 
Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

George  and  Dragjn,  St.  John-street,  Gierke  iwell. — On 
March  4  several  of  our  members  were  out  competing  for 
the  last  prizes  of  the  seisoa.the  most  successful  being  Mr. 
'Nunn,  sen  ,  with  a  very  nice  show  of  roach  and  daos  ; 
;  Mr.  MiUen,  with  some  good  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Cripps,  with 
roach  and  perch.  Will  members  please  attend  next 
meeting  night  on  important  business. — E  R.  Embleton. 

Anclior  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Dake  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  8.E. — Ttie  outing  for  lapsed  priz;s 
on  4:h  iost.  proved  a  failure.  Several  members  were  out, 
but  did  not  cipture  the  stipulated  weight.  Letters  of 
thanks  were  received  from  the  St.  Albans  A.S.  for 
amount  ssnt;  also  from  the  Central  Restocking  Com- 
mittee, for  donation  of  IQi.  6i.  Capt.  NiohoUs  also  wrote, 
rig'-etiirig  Li-i  n}n-attendance  of  late,  owing  ti  illness.  It 
was  dccijedto  irake  the  monthly  outing  for  March  11  a 
rovirg  one.  Meiibsrs  can  choose  their  own  tishing  waters 
(public  only).  There  are  seven  prizes  available.  The  date 
of  annual  dinner  was  suggested  for  April  28,  at  the 
Thomas  a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  the  secret  iry  to  make 
the  nscessary  inquiiies,  when  it  ia  hoped  our  president, 
Mr.  Thos.  Crumplen  ("Old  Iziak ")  will  occipy  the 
chair.  Several  members  promised  to  attend  the  concert 
of  the  Oaknder  Pisoatcriils. — W. 

Anglers'  Pnda  Angling  Society,  Dake  of  Suffolk, 
Brandon-street,  Walworth. — We  had  a  nic<  show  of  fish  on 
March  4,  the  following  members  weighing-ii :  Mr.  Nourse, 
roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Cornish,  jick  ;  Mr  Evans,  roach  and 
perch  ;  also  other  members.  Will  all  members  attend  on 
Wednesday  next  for  specinl  business,  and  also  to  settle  up 
with  their  prizes  and  ccn;ribution8. — A.  A.  C. 

Ba^nsrsea  Fnsnaij  Augling  etojiBtf,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road.  8.W.— Oar  open  roving  match 
on  Match  4  ended  as  follows:  Mr.  G.  St?vens,  first ;  J. 
Hall,  second  ;  J.  Wood,  third ;  W.  Hinei,  fourth ;  A. 
Jenkins,  fifth ;  A.  Anstey,  a'xth.  In  the  consolation 
match,  J.  Hall,  first ;  W.  Mines,  second ;  G.  Hemens, 
third  ;  fourth  prize  not  taken. — A.  De.;onge. 

Battersea  PlBoatorial  Society,  Lord  Banelagh, 
Verona- street,  Battersea. — Sicce  my  last  report  we  fished 
oar  match  at  Richmond,  which  turned  out  a  failure,  no 
member  having  enough  fish  to  take  a  prize.  Match  will 
be  fished  out  at  Shepperton.  to  go  by  the  8.3  a.m.,  and 
return  by  the  8  5  p  m  We  had  much  pleasure  in 
nomica'ing  Mr.  R.  J.  King  a  working  member. — T. 
Tringha.m. 

£«£zaondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — The  membtrs  of  the  above 
fished  a  roving  cmpetition  for  four  prizes  on  the  iih  inet  , 
and  on  acconnt  of  tne  unfavourable  conditir.n  of  the  rivers 
only  one  member  sncceeded  in  getting  above  the 
stipulated  Jib. — Mr.  G.  Collins.  All  anglers  will  deeply 
regret  to  hear  that  cur  worthy  host,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd, 
has  met  with  a  serious  accident,  having  broken  his  knee 
cap,  and  is  likely  to  be  confined  to  his  bed  for  three 
months.  There  are  eir  pr  zes  to  be  fished  for  on  the  llth, 
conditions  roving  and  op'-ional,  to  leave  London  on 
.Sitnrday  night. — Alf.  Co.vn. 

'    Blaolrfruurs  Anglutg  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Sontbwurk-street,  8.E. — Onr  match  at  Datchet  was  well 


Wonders  w/ll  Nkvkr  Csasb,  we  are  told;  but  it  cannot  be 
(leoied  that  Ilolloway's  Pills  are  thfl  greatest  wnder  of  nioiern 
time*.  They  corr  ct  bi'e,  prevent  fl»tulency,  cIe>»nBO  the  liver, 
End  pniify  the  system,  streDgthen  the  stomith,  increase  the 
appetlt",  invigorate  the  nerves,  promoto  heilih.  and  reinsttte  the 
weak  '0  an  ard  <\ir  of  feelinj?  never  before  experienced.  The  sale 
of  th'3c  PI'.Ik  throuKhont  the  fflobe  astonishes  everybody,  con- 
vlnf:ing  the  most  sceptical  that  there  is  no  medicine  fqiial  to 
Holiowny  s  Pillfi  for  removing  the  comjjliints  mciflental  to  the 
haman  race.  They  are.  indeed,  a  blessing  to  the  afflicted,  and  a 
boon  to  those  who  sofJer  from  disorders,  internal  or  cxtornal. 
Tbonaands  of  persona  have  testlBed  that  by  their  ase  alone  thoy 
have  been  restored  to  health,  after  other  remedies  heid  proved 
natnccesifol, 


represented,  eighteen  members  tiking  pirt.  Only  two 
members  were  successful  in  catching  fish,  Mr.  Whiley, 
first;  Mr.  Sharplwes,  sjcond.  Mr.  Merrygold,  fishing 
other  waters,  had  a  nice  take  of  bream  and  perch,  larg-jst 
bream  over  4.b.  There  are  five  prizes  to  fish  for  on 
March  11;  members  out  for  them  last  Sunday  may  fish 
for  them  where  they  like,  Siturdiy  included. — J.  Wheel- 
house. 

Bleaheim  Angling  Sooiet7,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill  — Our  list  match  of  the 
season  takes  place  at  Staines  on  March  11  from  the  rail- 
way bridge  to  Penton  Hook  ;  tow-path  only  ;  two  rods 
allowed,  but  no  live  bait.  One  of  our  members,  fishine  at 
Uxbridge  last  Thursday,  c  lught  a  roach  lib.  2|')z.  This 
is  the  best  roach  weighed-ia  our  club  daring  this  season, 
80  that  those  wishing  lo  join  will  see  they  have  not  much 
to  beat.  Wp  h  ive  some  splendid  prizes  promised  for  next 
season,  and  if  we  can  add  a  few  to  our  number  before  the 
season  starts  our  club  looks  like  being  a  great  success. — 
C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomabnry  Brothers  AncUn?  S'^oietv,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.— On  March  4  we  fished 
for  the  two  remaining  quarterly  prizes,  whicli  resulted  as 
follows:  Mr.  T.  Davis,  third,  with  roach,  3lb.  8)z.  ;  Mr. 
C.  Davis,  fourth,  with  roach.  Mr.  J.  Taylor  weighed-in 
pwh,  61b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Young  also  perch.  Oa  March  7 
Mr.  H.  Davis  weighed-in  roaoli  and  perch,  51b.  loz. ;  Mr. 
J.  Roach,  roach. — T.  Paternoster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Yictoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road. — At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Bootle 
Angling  Association,  held  on  Monday  last,  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  competition  on  the  14th  inst.  were  made. 
Members  meet  7  30  a  m  ,  landing  stage  (Woodside  boat). 
The  contest  takes  place  in  the  river  Dae,  if  not  in  flood. 
If  the  litter  is  the  casa,  the  members  will  travel  on  to 
Ellesmere.  Three  good  prizes  are  offered,  and,  as  the 
travelling  cards  have  now  arrived,  the  members  are  advised 
to  obtain  them  from  secretary  at  one 3.  Pleased  to  report 
another  new  memher. — Rudd 

Brothe  s  Well  Wet  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road. — Oa 
March  4  two  of  our  members  were  successful.  H.  C. 
Canten,  a  pietty  little  jack  of  31b.  12oz  ;  A.  Field, 
chub  (largest  lib.  12oz  ),  also  roach.  On  March  11  we 
go  to  Cookham,  to  try  and  fish  off  our  gold  medal  and 
other  prizes. —  dv.  Tame. 

Brunswick  Brociiers  Angling  Society.  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. —  Members 
were  out  on  the  4th,  and  the  following  weighed-in  :  Mr. 
C.  Parmenter,  roach  and  bream ;  Mr.  1''.  Randall,  roach. — 

F.  Randall. 

Gambi'idge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Foun- 
tain's Abbey,  Praed-street,  W.— On  March  7  Mr.  Rylott 
weighed-in  two  breim.  101b.  6ioz.,  largest  fish  61b.  2joz. 
There  will  be  five  prizes  for  outing  on  March  11.  at 
Henley.  Collected  for  the  "Tobacco  Fund."  22s.— 
W.  Sutton. 

Camb?idga  Seath  Broth Af"  Aagliug  Son«%y, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street.Bishop's-road,  Oambiiige 
Heath. — On  March  4  we  had  a  nic3  show  of  fish  on  the 
trays  by  Me=srs.  R.  Hubbard,  roach  and  perch  ;  J.  Baines, 
roach;  C.  Hazard,  perch;  C.  Wicks,  perch;  J.  Golding, 
one  jick,  51b.  12  jz.,  from  Broxbourne  ;  B.  Stnilh,  roach  ; 
R.  Nurspy,  roach.  No  prizes  were  taken  in  the  match, 
and  the  prizes  remaining  are  to  be  fished  for  (roving)  on 
March  11.  Members  not  to  start  btfore  the  morning  ;  go 
where  they  lik*.  I  bog  to  remind  members  of  return  visit 
on  our  list  at  Albion  Brothers  on  Monday  next,  March  12  ; 
also  I  s'ill  have  a  few  tickets  for  sale  for  Lea  competition 
for  MirchlS — P.  Loft. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  E. — We  fished  a  match  on 
March  4  at  Hatfield  Peverel  for  four  prizes,  the  following 
btiog  the  suc3essful  members:  Messrs.  J.  Riley,  R. 
Lishwood,  Browald,  O.  Jones. 

Carlton  Anglin?  Moiety,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — Several  members  were  out  on 
March  4.  Only  two  succeeded  in  getting  fish,  Mr.  Payers, 
chub  and  dace ;  Mr.  Burrows,  jaok.  Oa  Thursday  last 
A.  S.  Hardcastle  had  a  good  show  of  roach. — W.  B.  P. 

Central  Finsbury  Angling  Society,  Albion 
House,  326,  City-road.  E.G. — Our  last  competition 
resulted  as  follows  :  Mr.  Cox,  first ;  Mr.  Sparkei,  second  ; 
Mr.  Ivory,  third.  On  the  i'M  inst.,  Mr.  Cox  weighed  in 
jick  (largest  71b.)  and  roaoh  ;  Mr.  Tarling,  roach;  Mr. 
Ivory,  roach.  The  next  competition  (roving),  takes  place 
on  the  llth  inst.,  all  members  to  go  first  train  in  the 
morning.  Will  secretaries  of  clubs  please  forward  the 
moneys  or  programmes  for  the  A.  B.  S.  concert  on  the 
21st  ult.,  as  we  close  the  list  on  the  27th  iast.,  when  the 
balance-sheet  will  appear  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March 
31  —J.  Grou. 

Clapham  Jnnotlon  Angling  Sooiaty,  The 
C  arence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
The  following  were  successful  in  our  consolation  match  on 
March  4:  First,  A.  Heymin  ;  second,  A.  Bowater;  third, 

G.  T.  .fimeson.  The  remaining  prizes  left  over  will  be 
fished  for  on  the  llth  inet.  (roving). — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  titrollurs  Angling  8oaiet>  auexundra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  8.W. — On  F>'h  25  membets 
were  out,  but  with  no  good  result,  Mr.  Wallis  being  the 
only  one  to  weigh-in  fish.  An  opsn  roving  match  for  three 
prizes  was  fisLed  on  Match  4,  and  our  trays  were  well 
filled  with  fish,  Mr.  F.  Crowther  securing  first  prize  with 
a  fine  show  of  jick,  Mr.  U.  Crowiher  being  second,  and 
Mr.  W.  Sandle  third,  with  roach,  one  scaling  lib.  5oz. 
On  March  11  we  fish  a  match  at  Wey bridge,  for  three 
piiz^s;  all  fish  to  weigh-in. — S.  N^iolet. 

Clerkenwell  and  Distncc  United  Viniting 
Xist. — The  above  visiting  Hit  was  started  in  1887,  and 
Mr.  F.  Castell  was  elected  hen.  secretary,  and  he  still 
retains  that  position,  and  as  he  has  to  attend  every  return 
visit  on  the  list  and  attend  all  the  annual  competitions  for 


the  purpose  of  entering  all  fish,  piying  out  all  prizes, 
which  are  always  money  priz?s,  it  will  bo  seen  that  ne  has 
no  light  task  to  psrform  ;  and  as  ha  will  be  saventy-thr^e 
years  of  age  very  shortly,  the  delegates  to  the  above  hive 
decided  to  give  him  a  complimentary  concert,  to  take  place 
at  the  St.  John's  A.S.  headquarters  on  Monday,  March  12, 
when  I  hop-)  every  club  on  the  list  will  be  well  represented, 
to  show  their  appreciitim  of  his  long  and  honorary 
services. — F.  Tkorung, 

Cibrlen  Augua^  Society.  Kensal-road.  W. — Oa 
March  4  the  following  gentlemen  were  the  only  oies  to 
weigh-in  for  the  largest  c'ub  prize  match  ever  fished  for 
since  the  club  started,  and  I  am  sorry  that  all  the  prizes 
were  not  ttken.  The  frdlo^ing  were  the  winners: 
Messrs.  E.  Wheeler,  j  ick  ;  W.  Rodber,  roach  and  perch  ; 
J.  Dunn,  roioh  ;  W.  Bitchelor,  roach  ;  E.  Bixter,  roach  ; 
A.  llowland,  bleik ;  E.  Morris,  parch  and  roach;  H. 
Challea,  perch ;  F.  Fry,  bleak ;  G.  Percival,  roich  ;  T. 
Twyman,  roach  ;  E.  Haddock,  roach.  Tne  remainder  of 
the  prizis  are  to  be  fished  off  on  March  11;  simi  place 
and  conditions.  The  consolation  mitch  will  take  pla";?  on 
March  11,  at  Uxb  idge,  from  Uxbridge  Lock  to  White 
Bridge,  in  Running  Pound  ;  two  rods ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ; 
names  to  be  registered,  and  fish  to  the  convenience  of 
members ;  each  member  to  catch  his  own  live  bait. — T. 

TWVMAN. 

Covent  Garden    Piscatorial  Society,  King's 

Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C.— On  March  4  Messrs.  Hopping, 
Massey,  and  Missey,  jun,,  weigheJ-in  perch  and  roach ; 
Mr.  Cutbush  weighed-in  three  dac3,  which  went  21b.  5dz. 
(two  largest  fish  going  l.jjoz.  and  13 oz.). — W.  Massey. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — Ou  March  4  most  of  the 
members  compated  at  Cookham  for  five  prizes,  and  four 
left  from  the  Christmas  competition.  Result  :  F.  Baldwin 
and  H.  Poore  tied  for  first  and  sscond  honours;  A.  B. 
Ll)jd,  sen.,  third;  A.  E.  Llo^d,  .iun.,  fourth;  T.  Milson, 
fifth  ;  H.  Sampson,  sixth.  Mr.  T.  Thompson  hid  a  grand 
show  of  jick  from  other  watfrs  (total  631b.  10  >z  ) ;  W. 
Thompsoi  also  had  jic?  and  roach;  and  Mr.  Dajieson, 
perch.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday 
next. — S.  Malby. 

iSibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Siace  last  report  the 
following  members  have  weighed-in  fish  :  Feb.  25,  Messrs. 
T.  and  E  Coltman,  parch.  On  the  occasion  of  our  outing 
on  March  4  only  two  members  succeeded  in  taking  fish, 
v^z.  :  Mr.  J.  Kirkham,  perch  and  dace,  first;  E.  Coltnan, 
roach  and  dace,  second.  The  remiining  prizos  will  be 
fished  for  on  March  11 ;  usual  conditions.  On  March  5  we 
had  a  splendid  show,  contributed  by  the  followinj:  Mr. 
Bennett,  15ib.  8joz.,  jtck;  D.  Ansell,  251b.  15  iz.,  jick; 
and  Mr.  H.  Snell  some  nice  dace,  heaviest  fish  S^oz. — E. 
Coltman. 

Dake  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park.— On  March  11  onr 
last  match  of  the  season  takes  place  at  Henley.  All  start 
by  the  9  o'clock  from  Paidington;  two  rods.  On  the 
29th  (Thursday)  a  smokin?  concert  will  take  place  for  the 
distribution  of  prizes. — W.  Jenkins. 

Enteipiise  Angling  Society,  Princa  Arthur, 
Broad  Lane.  Tottenhim. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
March  4 :  Messrs.  Pheasy,  Rustan,  Ashmore,  Biggs, 
Horne.  Will  members  and  friends  kindly  n  itice  that  the 
above  society  hold  their  vi-it  on  Monday,  March  19,  in  aid 
of  the  A.B.S.  ?— W.  Lekevrb. 

Zusconian  Augling  Society,  King's  Head,  Svin- 
ton-street,  Kiug's-cross. — We  had  a  few  fish  weighed-in  on 
Feb.  25.  I  regret  to  announce  tha  death  of  our  secretary, 
after  a  very  short  illness;  he  was  well  known  and  respected 
in  the  angling  world. — F.  Cooke. 

Qolden  £arbel  Angling  :5ociety,  Sir  Isaac  Mewton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — We  had  a  fairly 
good  show  of  fish  on  March  4  by  Messrs,  Ellins,  Mitchell, 
and  Verity.  Our  return  visit  came  off  on  March  6,  when 
fifteen  clubs  answered  to  the  roll  call.  Mr.  Bridges,  of 
the  Elgin  A.S.,  occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr  Andrews, 
of  the  Camden.  The  following  contributed  to  the 
hirmony  :  Messrs.  Evans,  Pett,  Gilder,  Bowyer,  Fuller, 
Collins,  Marshall,  and  Drury.  Special  mention  must  ba 
made  of  Messrs.  W.  Ladyman,  A.  Ladyman,  Mr.  Pett, 
and  Mr.  I'uller  for  their  songs,  and  Mr.  Darry  for  his 
recitation.  On  March  14  you  can  enter  in  bar  book  till 
twelve  o'clock. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Oood  Intent;  Angling  :^  >otety.  The  Grown,  Church, 
street,  Shoreditch. — The  membars  fished  at  Pangbourne 
on  March  4  for  priz;s.  Only  four  were  taken,  Messrs. 
W.  Evhorn,  first;  Haines,  second;  W.  Hellers,  third; 
Maybury,  fourth.  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Coker  had  a 
grand  lot  from  Littlepoit  close  on  501t);  T.  Parkaralso 
had  101b.  of  good  roach ;  J.  Whitmore  had  roach  from 
the  Lea.  The  membars  will  fish  for  lapsed  priz 's  at  St. 
Margaret's  on  March  11  ;  9  o'clock  train. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  X. — Tlie 
following  contriouted  some  good  roach  and  j  ick  on  the 
5th  inst:  Mesirs.  Hewitt,  C.  Randill,  J.  Pdtrie,  C. 
Watling,  H.  Dutton,  J.  Osborne,  and  T.  Chappin  ;  total 
nearly  501b.  Our  next  C-'ntral  Visit  will  take  plaoa  on 
Monday,  March  26  — J.  S.  Fitch 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
CircuB-street,  Greenwich. — On  Marcn  7  Mr.  Gorton  gave 
his  la'itern  lecture,  entirlel,  "  A  Trip  to  S.  Africa," 
with  slicies  lent  by  Sir  Donald  Cnrrie  and  Co..  There  waa 
a  V'^ry  fair  attendince,  the  members  being  very  pleased 
with  the  views  on  sea  and  on  land.  Mr.  Gorton  was 
unanimously  accorded  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his  leiture,  and 
Euitab'y  replitd.  Our  outing  to  Reading  is  postponed,  in 
consequence  of  only  ten  members  rtpljing  to  the  notice 
sent  tbem. — J.  D. 

Earlesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High> 
street,  Harlesden. — Match  to  be  fished  at  Cookham  cu 
March  11 ;  four  prizes ;  last  match  of  season. — W.  N,  D, 
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OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

PITVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

Fly  Dressers  and  Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactupeps. 

EIGHT  PRIZE  MEDALS  AND  DIPLOMAS  AWARDED. 


All  the  Firm's  Specialities  may  now  be  seen  at  the  Fisheries  Exhibition, 

Royal  Aquarium,  from  IVIarch  8  to  April  5. 


I 


F.  W.  DALE 

Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST., 


3 


66 


95 


Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  Dry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittings,  and  finish  is] 

best  value  made. 

Greenheart,  1  guinea ;  Built-cane,  4  guineas. 

All  lengths  from^)Jft.  to  11  ft. 

FLIES  FOR  FLOATING,  WET  WORK,  YORKSHIRE.  WALES,  AND  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY, 

Is,  6d.  per  dozen. 


To  Amateur  Rod  and  Fly  Makers. 

ROD  TIMBER, 

Also  Timter  for  Golf  Sticks. 

Well  leasoned  &nd  Selected. 
Gbeknheart,  Hickoby,  oa  Lanobwood: 
liln.    fin.    |in.     ^in.    fin.     ^in.  2ft  long. 
1/-    4d.    3d.    3d.    3d.    3d.  per  length. 
1/6    8d.    7d.    6d.    6d.    4d.  S^ft.  long. 
And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 

Ferrules,  Winch  Fittings,  Snake  Bings,  and 
every  Bequlalte  for  Bod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to 
suit  all  waters,  ordressed  to  pattern,  Is.  and  Is.  6d 
per  doz.  Floaters,  2s.  per  doz. ;  Sample  half 
doz6B  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATEBIALS.— Hackles  in  Bed,  Black 
Whits,  Famace,  and  other  natural  colours.  Id 

gar  doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyeii 
[ackles,  l^d.  per  doz. 

WiNos  PEB  Pajb,— Starlings,  l^d. ;  Snipe,  lid.. 
Woodcock,  3d. ;  Waterhen,  3d. ;  Partridge,  IJd, ; 
Golden  Plover,  2d.  ;  Blackbirds,  IJd. 

Floss  and  Ttino  Silks,  9d.  per  doz.  huiks 
all  shades.   

WILL    CHAMBERS   &  CO., 
25,  Market  Place,  Slancliester, 


The  Lightest  Hods  in  use.   Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz 

BOOTH'S  FiVE-JOINT  BAMBOO 

Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d.  cashomy. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch    fittings,  lanoewood 
top,  bag ;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handlf>,  Is.  extra. 
"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.   Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it."— Marston,  Fishino  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag.  about  12oz.,  price 
Ra.  id..  lOJft. ;  6s.  lOd.,  lift.  ;  carriage  4d. 

BABOAIN. 

Finest  Undrawn  GOT,  Beflna,  as  fine  a  2x 
Drawn,  first  quality.  20in  ,  3/C  100;  EeBna,  next 
finest,  214in.,  2/11;  23in.,  3/5  per  100.  Only  small 
lot.   Be  in  time. 

BOOTH, 

FISHIMG  GUT  MERCHANT,  HULL. 


Anglers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  ia  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

BBODLD  ADVEBTISE  IN 

The  Observer  ft  Chronicle  for  Hants  ft  Dorset 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advts.,     words  for  Is.  prepaid, 
ddres*  :  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth, 


NOW  REA.LY. 

THE  MAECH,  1900,  NUMBER 

OP 

SCRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

THE  FINEST  ILLUSTRATED  MAGAZINE  OF  THE  DAY: 
Price  One  Shilling. 


CONTENTS  : 

DRAWING  TO  ACCOMPANY  "TOMMY  AND  GRIZEL"  - 

By  Bernard  Partridge. 

THE  FIGHTING  WITH  METHUEN'S  DIVISION  

BKLMONT,  GEAS  PA:J,  MODDEIt  KIVER.  Illustrated  with 
the  autho  's  photographs. 

TOMMY  AND  GRIZEL  

Chapters  VIl.-X     (To  be  continued.)    Full-page  illustration 

(frontispiece)  by  Bernard  Partridge. 

FRANS  HALS'S  WIFE  

(l''ull-page  iliusti'ation). 

OLIVER  CROMWELL   

IlL  THE  SECOND  CIVIL  WAR  AND  THE  DEATH  OF  THE 
KING.  (To  be  continued)  Illustrated  with  original  drawings 
bv  F.  0.  Yohn,  Seymour  Lucas,  E.  C.  Peixotto,  Claude  A. 
Shepperson,  Frank  Craig,  and  with  portraits  and  documents. 

THE  EYE  OF  THE  HAREM  :  A  Story   

LATE:    A  Po«m  

AN  EVENING  SKY  

Sonnet,  With  drawing  by  the  late  C.  P.  Crinch,  engraved 
on  wood  by  W.  Miller. 

NEW  YORK  AT  NIGHT  

Illustrated  by  the  author's  photographs. 

THE  RENAISSANCE  OF  LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE. 

With  a  plan  based  on  Bacon's  Essay. 

THE  REVENUE  OF  THE  CROWN  

An  O'Connor  Slnry.    Illustrated  by  A.  I.  Keller. 
CRAFTY  CUPID'   A  Poem   

THE  TOUCHSTONE   

A  Short  Novel.    (To  I'C  concluded  in  April.) 

NOT  IN  THE  SIGNAL  CODE  ...  ~  

A  FABLE  FOB  CAPTAINS. 

THE  POINT  OF  VIEW 

CAHLES  AND  EMPIRE-SOCIAL  ASPECTS  OF  TRUSTS. 

THE  FIEOD  OF  ART. 

.  PORTBArriIRE  AND  THE  PHOTOGRAPH :  TUB 
THOT'GHTft  OF  PORTRAIT  PAINTERS  (Frank  Fowler 
anil  llDward  Russell  Butler). 


Frontispiece. 

H.  .1.  Whighak. 

J.  M.  Babeie. 


Theodore  RoosEVsiiT. 


Arthob  Cosslett  Smith. 
BenpI.-Paul  Blood. 
E.  S.  Martin. 

Jawes  B.  Cabrixgton. 

Gkosqk  F.  Pentecost,  Jun. 

William  Ma  vnadierBrownb 

Frederick  Trubsdell. 
Edith  Whahton. 

Edith  Elmer  Wood. 


ORDER   THROUGH   ANY  BOOKSELLER. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  SI  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron :  Her  Majesty  the  Queen. 

President:  H.R.H.  the  Duke  or  Saxe- 
cobubg  and  gotha,  duke  of 
Edinbubgh,  K.G. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

THURSDAY,  MABCH  22,  1900. 
AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 


SCENES  FROM 

THE  SONG  OF  Hli™ 

(LONGFELLOW). 

Set  to  Music  by  COLERIDGE  TAYLOa. 

Overture. 

1.  Hiawatha's  Wedding  Feast. 

2.  The  Death  of  Minnehaha. 
;{.  Hiawatha's  Departure.* 

(♦First  time  of  performance  ) 


Miss  LILLIAN  BLAUVELT. 
Mr.  WHITNEY  MOCKRirGE. 
Mr.  ANDREW  BLACK. 


BAND   AND   OHOBCS,   ONE  THOUSAND 
ORGANIST,  Mr.  H.  L.  BALFOUR. 
CONDUCTOR: 

Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Doors  Open  at  7.  Commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.  6d.    Arena,  6s. 
Boies,  £1  Us.  6d.  to  £3  Sa. 

Baloonv  I  S^sei^'ed  (rows  1  to  4),  Ba. 
uaioony  ^  Unreserved  (6  to  8),  48. 

Gallery  (Promenade),  One  Shilling. 

Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  and 
usual  Agents. 


ROYAL  AQUARIUM,  WESTMINSTER. 

The  9th  ANNUAL  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION 

Open  from  March  8  to  April  1900. 
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Hearts  of  Oak  An^llngf  Soolety.  Te  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bnthnal  (rreen. — Mr.  Jfffriea  had  a  oiia 
fhiw  of  roach,  and  Mr.  Russell  had  a  ehow  of  roach  and 
p^rch.  Hopa  memb'<rg  will  shoiv  uo  next  Wednesday  to 
discuss  oar  annual  sapp?r. — 0.  Smith. 

Hisrhbnry  Anciing  Society.  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-roid,  HoUoway,  N. — The  approaching 
close  of  the  season  has  induced  more  members  to  visit  the 
waterside,  and  the  following  are  the  b'St  results  for  the 
past  week:  Mr.  Tom  Stone,  on  March  1,  two  jxck 
(lllb.  103Z.  and  8ib.  5Joz.),  and  on  the  "th  a  small  jack 
lib.  2ioz.,  and  five  roach  going  "lb.  l|oz.  (two  best  fish 
lib.  9Joz.  and  lib.  Sjriz  ) ;  Mr.  Sid  Stone,  two  jack, 
131b.  "ioz.  (beat  fish  8Ib.  ojiz.) ;  Mr.  F.  Berry,  roach  and 
dace,  4.b  9oz. ;  and  myself  a  brace  of  parch,  lib.  lOoz. 
and  llb.9Joz.— E.  Wymeb. 

Honnsfield  Otters  Anglingf  Society,  Golden 
Lion,  Lower  Edmonton.  —  Our  members  were  out  on 
March  4.  when  we  had  a  fair  muster,  and  a  fair  show  of 
fijh  was  the  result,  Messrs.  E.  Watling,  W.  Taylor.W.  Mogg 
having  a  few  good  roach  from  the  Lea ;  and  Mr.  G. 
Jeffreys  hid  a  pretty  show  of  roach  and  dace  from  other 
waters  (heaviest  dace  9|oz.,  heaviest  roach  looz.). — W. 
Mor,G. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 

Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — On  March  7  we 
had  a  good  meetins,  about  twenty-five  members  being 
present,  Mr.  Wyse-Foster  in  the  chair.  Eleven  new  mem- 
bers were  elected  and  six  more  proposed  and  seconded  for 
election  next  week.  Mr.  John  Ramsey  and  Mr.  Hooper  were 
elected  to  serve  on  the  committee.  We  hold  a  roach  com- 
petition for  specimen  fish,  iu  the  Thames,  on  March  11  and 
li'.  Prizes  were  offered  by  Messrs.  Wyse-Foster  and  Wm. 
Morgan. — J.  M.  Brougham. 

Hozton  Brothers  An^lin^  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingaland-road,  X. — Messrs.  Wiltshire  weighed-in  roach, 
and  T.  McGrath,  dace,  on  March  5.  A  smoking  concert 
will  take  place  on  Mondiy,  March  26,  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.,  and  F.  G.  Tobacco  Fund.  Our  members 
pasied  a  vote  of  sympathy  and  a  speedy  recovery,  on 
March  6th,  to  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  host  Bermondsey 
Brothers,  he  having  mat  with  a    severe   accident. — 

J  OHXTS. 

Islington  Brothers  Aasrlingf  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  March  4  Mr.  Burwash 
weightd-in,  saving  the  club  from  a  blank,  with  roach  and 
dace.  Several  members  were  no  the  Lea  and  Stort,  but 
had  no  sport.  We  met  on  Tuesday,  March  6,  Mr.  Adams 
in  the  chair,  when  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were 
rfad  and  confirmed.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on 
March  11  at  the  match. — J.  H.  Heebekt. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. —  Only  one  of  the 
four  prizes  competed  for  on  March  4  was  taken,  Mr.  J. 
Leonard  being  the  winner ;  the  remaining  three  will  be 
competed  for  again  on  March  11  at  Greit  Marlow.  Only 
one  of  the  three  specials  fished  for  on  Wednesday  last  was 
taken,  Mr.  G.  Xunn  being  the  winner.  The  remaining 
two  (with  one  added  prize)  will  be  competed  for  again  on 
Wednesday  next,  March  14,  competitors  being  allowed  to 
choot-e  their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters  barred). — 
H.  B. 

Jnbilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington. — At  our  last  outing  the  following 
were  successful :  Messrs.  Gilder  and  Reddington.  I  hope 
members  will  note  that  our  return  visit  is  next  on  the  list, 
on  March  2G,  when  the  pleasure  of  your  company  will  he 
considered  a  great  favour. — G.  Bkxce. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewiflham  High-road,  S.E. — Mr.  C.  J.  Towner,  of  the 
above  society,  fishing  in  the  Lark  on  March  2,  had  some 
sport,  taking  over  30;b.  of  jack.  A  special  meeting  will  be 
held  on  Wednesday,  March  14,  at  the  clubhouse. — W. 
Freeman. 

LimehoTise  Piscatorial  Society,  Silver  Tavern, 
Burdett-road,  E. — Our  dance  on  March  1  was  a  great 
success,  200  being  present.  Our  best  thanks  are  due  to 
Mr.  Munro  for  the  splendid  catering,  and  to  Messrs.  H.  J. 
Stevens  and  E.  B.  Finnis  for  bo  ably  acting  as  M.C.'s. 
Several  members  have  made  arrangements  to  go  out  this 
week,  and  all  are  anxious  to  fish  before  the  close.  The 
dinner  has  been  fixed  for  April  26,  at  the  Eastern  Hotel ; 
tickets  43.,  to  be  obtained  from  the  committee,  Messrs. 
Chake,  Kinnipple.  Stevens,  Schniz,  and — R.  J.  Wells. 

Uncoln  AJigling  Booiecy,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N. — On  March  4  a  few  mem- 
bers were  out,  the  following  having  fish  :  Messrs.  Moffatt, 
71b.  12oz.  roach ;  W.  Watling,  i;hub  and  roach  ;  Hawkins, 
chub  ;  Cook,  roach.  Five  shillings  was  granted  from  the 
funds  to  be  eent  to  the  Thames  River  Keepers'  Dinner 
Fund.— W.  Watli.nu. 

Lychnobits  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  K.C.— Next  competition,  St.  Margarets,  March  17 
and  18  ;  prizes  as  usual.  On  March  31  a  grand  reunion  of 
the  club  takes  place  at  headrjuarters.  Every  member  is 
expected  to  attend.  Some  good  talent  will  appear. 
Honorary  members  and  friends  cordially  invite!.— Sid 
Ransom. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  March  4 
we  had  a  very  n:ci  show  of  fish.  Mr.  J.  Eanon  won  the 
t«Tifh  pri2<i  with  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  perch.  The 
l')«iig  members  wpightd-in  fish:  Mr.  C.  Lamb,  sen., 
ich  and  perch  ;  Mr.  Richards,  sen.,  j  tck  ;  Mr.  E.  Lamb, 
j<clr,  nach,  p<irch  ;  Mr.  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  roach;  Mr.  J. 
Thorn,  j  ck;  Mr.  Ames,  roach.  On  Wednesday,  March  7, 
twoof(,ur  members  were  out  fithing  (Mr.  C.  Lamb  and 
Mr.  AmeB),  and  a  very  nice  show  they  had  in  the  club- 
room  ;  over  401b.  of  roach  was  put  to  the  scales. — 
G.  Taylor. 

Worth  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  Newcastle 
Arma,  Hercules-road,  Lambeth,  S.E. — We  fish  our  last 
matoh  of  the  season  on  March  11,  at  East  Farleigh,  for 


five  prizes ;  also  special  prizes  given  by  G.  Edwards, 
priz9  for  largest  roach;  T.  Daws  for  largest  br^am  ;  R. 
Cheese,  for  larg»8t  dace ;  —  Sohoff,  for  largent  perch.  R. 
Cheese  had  a  fine  show  of  bream,  roach,  and  dac«,  laraest 
dace  7i  iz.    Train  leaves  Waterloo  7.55  a.m. — E.  Row  les. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Sooiecy,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Messrs  W.  Cartwright, 
G.  Cartwright,  W.  E.  Naylor,  and  A.  W.  Nayl  )r  brougl.t 
home  a  nice  show  of  jack  and  perch  from  the  Lea  on 
Ma'ch  4,  wpight  161b.  9v>z. ;  largest  jick,  81b.  2oz.,  Mr. 
G.  Cartwright ;  largest  perch,  14rz.,  Mr.  W.  K  Naylor. 
Mr.  C.  G.  Myers,  from  the  Ouse,  jick;  Mr.  C.  Kennedy, 
91b.  5oz  ,  jack  and  roach  ;  largest  jiok,  51b.  14qz.  ;  largest 
roach.  21b.  2oz.  Next  outing  March  18,  for  several  prizes. 
— E.  Dyhall. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green,  B. — The  two 
remaining  prizes  were  won  as  follows ;  J.  Jevans, 
lib.  12f  oz.  roach  ;  J.  Nagle,  lib.  OJoz.  roach  ;  the  con- 
solation prize  was  not  won.  A.  Birjii  weighed-in  4'b.  5oz. 
roach,  and  one  perch,  lib.  l|oz.  ;  G.  Barrs,  roach;  W. 
Madget,  ]ick,  21b.  15 iz.  Mr.  H.  Hussey  has  besu  elected 
a  working  member  of  this  society.  The  consolation  prize 
will  be  fished  for  at  Whittleeford  on  March  11  ;  Mr.  S. 
Orrow,  the  only  consolation  competitor,  attending  on 
Wednesday  evening. — G.  Barrs. 

Original  Clerhenwell  Piscatorial  Society, 
Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On 
March  4,  Messrs.  Isaacs,  roach,  largest  lib.  2oz.  ;  Woods, 
roach  ;  J.  English,  G,  English,  Emerioh,  roach  and  perch ; 
Freeman,  roach ;  leaving  two  prizes  to  finish  up  season. 
Any  correspondence  re  Stort  re-stocking  circular  will 
receive  prompt  attention. — A.  Hill. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock, 
Stibbington-street,  N.W. — On  March  4  we  had  a  good 
show  of  roach  and  dace  by  Messrs.  Myer,  Austin,  and  F. 
Dove.  One  prize  is  left  for  March  11  (roving).  A 
member  would  be  eligible  for  this  if  he  went  overnight. — 
R.  C. 

Bioyal  Oeorge  Angling  Society.  Qneen's  Arms, 

Bateman-street. — On  March  4  we  fished  our  competition 
for  laosed  prizes,  but  only  ten  were  taken  by  the  following 
members,  in  the  order  named :  Messrs.  Longland, 
Webber,  Trotter,  Holden,  Burrell,  Speilman,  Lewis, 
Harris,  Gibbons,  and  W.  Allport.  The  remaining  prizes 
will  be  fished  for  on  March  11,  and  I  hope  all  are  taken. 
Members  must  bear  in  mind. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E. — On  March  4  the  following 
weighed-in:  Messrs.  E.  Perry,  roach  sni  parch;  G. 
Williams,  roach ;  F.  Pignatelli,  roach ;  Tisshaw,  perch ; 
also  Tim  Sbanohun,  roach.  We  fish  for  two  prizes  on 
March  11 ;  where  the  members  wish  ;  all  fish  bar  jack 
and  perch  to  weigh. — F.  Pignatelli. 

St.  John  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St.  John- 
street-road,  Clerkenwell. — The  February  prizes  were  won 
by  Messrs.  Sonch.  Musgrave,  and  Buck,  in  the  order  given. 
On  the  4th  we  had  a  gocd  show  of  jack,  roach,  and  bream, 
making  a  good  start  for  the  March  prizes  — F.  Thorling. 

Serapis  An^Jing  Society,  Mitford  Tavern, 
Amhurst-road,  Hackney,  N.E  — Our  concert  will  take 
place  on  March  15.  We  have  arranged  a  first-class  pro- 
gramme.— H.  Gaffee. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials.  Institute, 
Rotherhithe  New-road,  8.E.— On  March  4  Mr.  P.  Allum 
weighed-ia  roach  and  dace,  but  beiagatiifle  under  the 
stipulated  weight  could  not  take  a  prize,  consequently  the 
monthly  prizes  become  hpsed.  Also  Mr.  T.  Whichelow 
weighed-in  perch  from  other  waters,  and  on  Monday 
weighed-in  bream  and  roach.  I  hope  all  members  will  be 
present  on  Friday  night  to  make  final  arrangements  for 
the  punt  outing,  whicti  takes  place  on  March  11.  Mr.  W. 
Cape  well  takes  a  "testimonial"  concert  on  April  9  for 
valuable  services  rendered  for  the  past  seventeen  years, 
and  who  is  well  respected  in  club  life  (also  at  the  Club 
Union),  and  I  hope  to  receive  the  hearty  support  of  all  our 
members  and  their  friends.  I  have  a  good  supply  of 
tickets,  which  I  hope  will  be  taken  up  in  support  of 
"  Epac."— J.  H.  Davies. 

Spread  Bigle  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Bird-street,  Ken nington- road,  S.E. — We  fished  our  match 
at  Sunbury  on  March  4,  when  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  W.  Sibthorpe,  roach  and  gudgeon,  first;  G. 
Edwards,  second;  W.  Lawrence,  third.  Memberj  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange  prize 
distribution,  &c. — G.  Edwards. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Bhodes- 
well-road.  Stepney,  E. — Result  of  our  roving  match  :  Mr, 
C.  Bolding,  first,  with  a  grand  show  of  roach  ;  G.  Cham- 
berlain, second,  with  roach  ;  Mr.  Gerrard,  third, 
roach ;  G.  Bonds,  fourth,  roach.  The  following  also 
weighed-in  :  Mr.  Woodford,  roach  and  dace  ;  W.  Morgan, 
roach;  J.  Fairbourne,  roach;  Greythorne,  roach;  L, 
Ehren,  roach.  Another  rover  to  finish  up  prizes.  Our 
late  chairman,  Chas  Dicks,  has  sent  us  a  letter  from  the 
front.  He  says  they  are  bavins;  a  busy  lime  out  there — 
no  time  for  fishing.  He  sends  his  best  wishes  to  brother 
anglers. — W.  Beattie. 

Stookwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — The  match  for  March  11  will  be 
held  at  Datchet ;  8.20  train  Vauihall ;  cease  fishing  at  four 
o'clock ;  usual  conditions.  At  the  meeting  held  on 
March  6  the  delpgates'  report  of  Central  Association 
meeting  was  tendered  and  accepted.  It  was  resolved  to 
hold  a  concert  ia  the  close  season  in  aid  of  the  Rd-stocking 
Fund,  Mr.  J.  W.  Wad«  having  kindly  consented  to  give  a 
lantern  lecture  on  that  occasinn  A  donation  was  voted 
for  the  appeal  of  the  St.  Alban's  A  S.  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
R'Sier.  Members  wishing  to  take  part  in  the  A.B.S. 
Competition  on  March  18  please  notify. — Thos.  Lucas. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  B.— Our  match  at  Walton 
was  unsuccessful,  no  fish  being  taken.    Messrs.  Sandiland, 


Hobbs,  Simmons,  and  Grande  had  a  fine  show  of  roach 
and  perch,  not  in  the  mutch.  All  members  to  book  to 
Broxbourne  for  our  match  on  Marc'i  11;  train  leaves 
Stratford  main  7  41  —G   A.  Payxe 

Sundial  Aagiiu;;  Sooie  .y.  Plongh  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — Tne  resuk  of  our  roving 
match  was  as  follows  :  Mr.  T.  Caro'intf^r,  first,  lib.  4J  iz.  ; 
Mr.  Hare,  s^ond,  lib.  l^oz.  ;  Mr.  Harwood,  third,  lib. 
The  following  also  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Cartwright, 
T.Thorpe,  K.C.  Lock,C.E  Lock,  H.  Adams,  R.  Batchelor, 
and  (I  W.  Sherman.  Mr.  Morgan  had  ouejick  121b.  Inx., 
and  71b.  roach  and  dac3,  but  not  in  the  matc'i.  Mr. 
King's  cup  was  not  taken.  We  fish  a  mitch  at  Wrays- 
bury,  March  11 ;  Thames ;  bank  only ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ; 
catch  own  live  baits ;  to  go  down  by  firrt  or  subeequeat 
train ;  the  cup  to  be  taken  with  the  b^ist  spocimen  fish 
caught  during  the  day  ;  cease  fishing  at  6.30.  Next  meet- 
ing, the  13ta,  is  a  special  meeting  for  very  ionportant 
business;  all  members  are  requested  to  attend. — C.  E. 
Lock. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Railway  Hotel, 
Twickenham. — On  Monday  last  the  hon.  secretary  re- 
ported the  result  of  competition  on  March  4  as  follows  : 
First  prize,  a  handsome  silver  cap,  won  by  Mr.  Trinder  ; 
second  priz9j  a  rod,  won  by  Mr.  A.  Turner  ;  third  prize,  a 
packet  of  useful  tackle,  won  by  Mr.  Simonds ;  fourth 
prize,  same  as  No.  3,  won  by  Mr.  Luff.  Although  the 
prizss  were  taken  the  sport  was  very  poor  indeed.  We 
have  an  important  meeting  on  Monday  next,  when  I  hope 
all  members  will  try  and  attend. — G.  Barrow. 

United  Brothers  Angling  society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — On  March  4  several  mem- 
bers were  out,  the  following  weighing-in  :  Messrs.  W.  G. 
Cockerton,  bream  and  perch ;  J.  Payne,  reach  ;  S.  Drage, 
roach;  G.  Belton,  roach;  H.  Foidiam,  roach;  C.  Freak, 
roach  ;  and  C.  Wilderspin,  roach. — F.  H.  Beak, 

'^alhum  CNesu  ttaa  Cheise«  Auj^iiu^:  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — A  very  good  meeting  ; 
and  a  reel,  value  7s.  61.,  was  unanimously  voted  to  the 
A.B.S.  Prize  Fund  for  the  competition  on  the  Lea.  Our 
competition  on  March  4  wasa  grea"-  success,  all  prizes  being 
taken.  Mr.  Temploman,  first,  takes  Mr.  Allder's  rod  and 
the  special  (a  reel),  for  12ib.  2oz.  of  bream;  Allder, 
second,  a  mix^d  bag  of  6lb.  6  iz  ;  Mr.  H.  Price,  third, 
41b.  2Joz.  of  perch  (one  a  specimen) ;  W.  Duffi-'ld,  fourth, 
31b.  3Joz.  of  perch  (f  jur) ;  C.  Coombe,  fifcn,  jick.  The 
committee  have  a  report  to  present  to  the  members, 
and  would  like  to  have  a  very  strong  muster  next  week. — 
W.  W.  Duffield. 

Walthamscow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— Tne  ccmpetition  on 
March  4,  was  a  great  success,  all  the  prizes  being  taken. 
Messrs.  W.  Knight,  first,  with  perch ;  Cover,  second, 
jach ;  Skelsey,  third,  jack;  Sinden,  fourth,  perch; 
Eaoott,  fifth,  perch;  Poore,  sixth,  perch;  Capworth, 
seventh,  perch  ;  W.  Osmond,  eighth,  roach  and  perch. 
The  following  also  weighed  in  fish :  Messrs.  Howell, 
Flint,  T.  Osmond  and  Skelsey,  junior,  taking  a  nice  roach 
weighing  lib.  3oz,  Our  "  War"  concert  takes  place  on 
March  14.  Tickets  may  be  had  at  the  club-house.  A  full 
programme  has  been  arranged. — W.  Calcutt. 

Waiworch  Waltoniaua  Angiius  society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
An  open  competition,  bank  or  punt,  is  arranged  for 
March  11  for  saveral  prizes.  Mr.  C.  Pearson  was  the  only 
successful  member  in  last  week's  competition. — W.  What. 

Wellingcon  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-atreet,  Walworth,  S.E. — We  fished  our  match 
at  Amberley  on  March  4,  but  only  one  piize  was  taken, 
and  that  by  Mr.  "General"  Gordon,  with  two  smail 
bream.  We  go  again  to  Amberljy  on  March  11,  to  fish 
for  the  remaining  prizes,  and  seeing  that  this  day  will 
practically  close  our  season,  we  have  arranged  to  also  fish 
for  the  consolation  prizes  on  the  same  day  and  at  the  same 
place,  full  particulars  of  the  arrangement  being  supplied 
to  members  taking  part  in  the  matcti  on  the  way  down.— 
C.  Willett. 

Weav  fiam  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. —  On  March  4  the 
following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  Tyler,  jick;  Pummell, 
roach;  R.  Petthurst,  roach;  Homer,  jack;  John  Newton, 
roach ;  A.  Miller,  roach ;  G.  Bowles,  perch  and  roach ; 
T.  Miller,  roach  ;  and  G.  Pearce,  roach. — R.  Lowthee. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — Our  match  at  St.  Margaret's  was  a  success, 
all  the  prizes  being  taken  by  the  following  :  Mr.  F. 
Betuex,  Mr.  Renn,  Mr.  Styman,  Mr.  Walker,  jun.,  and 
Mr.  Hasler.  We  fish  our  next  match  at  St.  Margaret's  on 
the  18Dh  inst.    Members  please  note. — W.  Harden. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N. — On  Feb.  28  we  held  our  annual 
visit  and  concert  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  Over  eight 
members  and  visitors  were  present.  The  chair  was  taken 
by  Mr.  W.  James,  faced  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Beaumont ; 
pianist,  Mr.  S.  Claridge.  During  the  evening  songs  were 
sang  by  the  following  artistes  :  A.  Langton,  H.  Sasvjer, 
T.  C.  Lamond,  W.  Williams,  S.  Claridge,  A.  Eaton,  C. 
HolHday,  S.  Melvin.  The  collection  and  proceeds  of 
A.B.S.  box  amounted  to  £1  43.  On  March  4,  W.  Butler, 
31b.  lloz.  roach  ;  D.  Knight,  dace.  Will  members  who 
are  desirous  of  fishing  in  the  A.B.S.  cornpetition  kindly 
send  in  their  names  to  me. — W.  E.  Beal'mont. 

W^y  Not  Social  Angling  Association,  Wolver- 
hampton.— The  annnal  dinner  in  connection  with  the 
above  association  will  take  place  on  March  14  The 
pretdent  (Mr.  Councillor  L.  Johnston,  J. P.)  has  kicdiy 
prooiised  to  p'eside.  A  good  programme  is  being  got  up, 
both  voodl  atid  instrumental,  and  everytbiug  is  being  done 
to  make  it  a  success. — J.  W.  Vann. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials,  Alexandra  Hotel,  Wimble- 
don.— The  outing  on  March  4  was  a  distinct  success,  every 
competitor  having  good  fish.  In  the  result  the  following 
carried  off  the  three  prizes  offered,  in  the  order  indicated  ; 
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Messrs.  Lawrence,  B'ltinie,  and  C.  P.iin.  The  first 
winner'a  ojtch  incladed  a  pike  of  51b.  12  z.,anda2Jlb. 
bream.  Several  good  roach  were  cangbt  np  to  lib-  Icz  , 
and  nninbers  of  nice  perch.  Thp  final  match  of  the  season 
comes  rff  on  club  water  cn  March  11.  Usual  prizes. 
Weigh-in  at  the  Mitre  at  7  p.m. — S.  Peskett. 


XOTES  BY  "PLOMB." 
Akglees  have  been  exceptionally  favoured  during  the 
holiday  seaion  with  delightful  weather,  and  camping 
parties,  many  of  whom  have  not  yet  returned,  have 
nothing  but  praise  for  their  out-door  Christmas  life  at  the 
close  of  1890.  The  last  year  of  the  century  marks  the 
beginning  of  some  remarkable  changes,  rot  only  in  the 
sport  cf  arglirg  and  fishing,  but  in  the  developments  of 
modern  Eciecce  as  applied  to  biological  stations,  hatcheries, 
deep  ssa  trawling,  fish  propagation  and  protection.  The 
trend  of  events  points  conclusively  to  an  awakening 
in  New  South  Wales.  Fishermen  have  begun  to  find 
out  in  earnest  that  fishing  with  a  rod  and  reel  has 
a  charm  of  its  own,  and  that  hand  -  lining  with 
dainty  fabrics  like  gossamers  is  far  above  "yanking" 
fish  with  a  thick  cord.  It  is  also  inevitable  that  the  pub'io 
attention  ^^hich  has  been  forced  to  matters  piscatorial 
during  the  last  three  or  four  years  in  this  colony  will  result 
in  the  adoption  of  some,  at  least,  of  the  schemes  laid  down 
by  consistent  advocates,  whereby  a  bttter  knowledge  of 
our  marine  and  liver  life  and  its  propagation  will  be 
obtained. 

Two  good  members  of  the  Amateur  Fishermen's  Associa- 
tion, Dr.  Fiaschi  and  Dr.  T.  M.  Martin,  have  gone  to  the 
Transvaal  for  the  relief  of  the  wounded.  They  carry  with 
them  the  best  wishes  of  their  fellow  members.  The 
association  has  set  a  worthy  example  in  voting  the  sum  of 
£5  03.  to  the  patriotic  fund. 

Mackerel  are  plentiful  in  Sydney  Harbour.  These  fine 
sporting  fish  are  lively  biters,  and  may  be  encountered  in 
hundreds  of  places.  One  spot  which  usually  yielJs  plenty 
is  the  eastern  side  of  Girden  Island.  Another  is  the 
Athol  Bight,  and  another  is  near  the  Sow  and  Pigs  rocks. 
A  crumbly  berley  will  eooe  bring  the  fish  about.  Fine 
lines  and  fly  hooks  are  needed  for  the  fish,  which  have 
tender  mouths,  and  need  to  be  played  carefully.  They 
form  an  irresistible  bait  for  jawfish  and  kiog6sh,  especiiUy 
alive.  They  can  be  kept  for  some  time  alive  in  a  tin  hung 
over  the  boat,  with  holes  to  permit  the  ingrets  and  egress 
of  water,  but  they  quickly  die  in  a  net  bag. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  one  of  the  deepest  spots  in 
Sydney  Harbour  is  between  Goat  Island  and  Ball's  Head, 
the  big  headland  west  from  Berry's  Bay.  Moored  at 
night  here,  professional  fishermen  have  been  hauling  in 
some  monster  iewfish.  The  fish  cannot  be  played  any 
length  of  time,  as  the  sharks  are  plentiful  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  it  is  displeasing  to  haul  in  the  frontispiece  only, 
after  playing  a  boomer  for  ten  minutes,  with  the 
satisfaction  of  knoniog  that  a  hungry  cavity  of  a  shark  has 
dealt  with  the  other  part. — Sydneij  Hall. 


jottings      t^c  iSag. 


The  menu  of  the  dinner  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
at  which  I  bad  the  felicity  of  assisting,  was  happily 
arranged.  It  is  all  in  French,  and  is  here  printed 
in  externa .  Amongst  other  delicious  items,  there  was 
an  up-to-date  sauce,  called  "  Sauce  Bfckerdyke."  There 
was,  too,  another  siuce,  yclept  "Ffennell,"  and,  to 
crown  all,  the  ducklings  were  dished  np  d  la  "  Bed 
Spinner."  A  lovely  salad  was  named  after  that  rattling 
fly  (sometimes)  for  smntting  trout,  the  Green  Nondescript. 
[  suppose  rext  year  we  may  hope  to  have  Auguillcs  A  la 
"  Dragnet  "  If  so,  I  promise  to  pay  particular  attention 
to  the  plat,  and  give  my  candid  opinion  upon  its  merits  or 
otherwise  in  due  course. 

MENU. 

Mors  d'lEuvres  A'arii's, 
Petite  Marmite.        CrAme  Americaine. 
Saumon — Sauce  Bickerdyke. 
Salade  de  Concombres. 
Blanchailles. 
Cailles  h.  la  TrufFe. 
Vol  au  Vent  de  Blanc  de  Volatile. 
Qnartier  d'Agneau  roti— Sauce  "  Ffennell." 
Pommes  Nouvellps,     Petits  Pois. 

Granite  au  Champagne. 
Caneton  de  Rouen  ."i  la  Red  Spinner. 
Salad — "  Green  Nondescript." 
Kavarois  anx  Praises. 
Bombs  Glacee. 
Deseert. 
Cafe. 


A  MF.KTINO  of  the  Society  of  Experimental  Fish  Culture 
will  be  held  at  the  board-room  of  the  Crystal  Palace  at 
eight  o'clock  on  Tuesday  evening,  March  13,  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  the  report  of  tlie  committee  upon  the 
proposed  rules,  and  passing  the  same,  and  other  business. 


Thk  annual  dinner  of  the  Lark  Anpling  Society  takes 
place  on  Thursday,  M>trch  15,  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel, 
Mildenhall,  Suffolk,  at  7.30  p  m. 


On  Saturdar,  March  81,  Ye  Olde  Ben  Jorim  Tavern, 
Bhce-lane,  will  bo  en  ft'le.  The  rafters  of  this  old  and 
hidtorical  building  have  often  echoed  and  rung  to  the 
merry  mng»  and  jovial  jests  of  thote  who  liave  long  »ince 


"  crossed  over,"  but  everything  points  to  a  climax  being 
reached  on  the  above  dete,  when  the  members  of  the 
Lychnobite  Angling  Society  hold  their  firat  grand  le- 
union.  Host  Cbaplais  \i  makirg  big  preparations,  and 
when  he  sets  about  a  thing  be  mi  ans  "  butitesa."  I  mtt 
Mr.  Sid  Banscm,  their  haid-working  secretary,  the  other 
day,  and  from  what  he  tells  me  I  should  think  the 
members  have  a  grand  treat  in  store  for  them.  Some 
excellent  talent  has  been  engaged,  and  admission  will  be 
free  to  members  and  friends,  but,  "at  the  same  time," 
added  Sid,  with  a  smile,  "  if  anybody  can  spare  a  mouldy 
copper  that  evening  I  know  a  little  charity  that  can  do 
with  it."  And  I  should  rather  think  he  did,  too.  There 
are  very  few  deservirg  cases  that  pass  ur heeded  by  the 
Sfcretary  of  this  good  city  society.  Their  motto  is 
"  Charity  and  Goodwill  to  all,"  and  I  wish  them  luck.  I 
have  promised  to  be  in  the  chair. 


The  March  number  of  Thames  Angling  Nev  s  is  to 
band,  and  is,  as  usual,  brimful  of  interesting  matter  to 
Thames  Anglers.  The  concluding  chapter  on  "  Chub 
Fishing  in  the  Thames,"'  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  is  well 
worth  reading,  as  also  is  Mr.  Littlewood's  "  An  African 
Episode."  My  brother  Caxtonian,  Mr.  Willie  Cate,  is 
thus  described  by  Mr.  Amphlett : 

 >»»■»<  

"  The  frcst,  snow,  hail,  rain,  and  slush  which  favoured 
us  during  the  past  month  did  not  deter  some  arglers  frcm 
enjoying  their  favourite  sport.  For  instance,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Cate,  the  popular  hon.  secretary  of  the  Caxtonian  Anglers, 
went  down  to  Andover  in  search  of  pike  in  the  midst  of  a 
blizzard.  It  had  been  freezing  hard,  and  skating  being  in 
progress  around  London  he  concluded  that  if  he  could  get 
no  fishing  he  might  get  skating.  And  so  it  happened  that 
his  pike  teekle  got  mixed  up  with  his  skates. 

 >»«♦<  

"  On  reaching  Andover  the  lake  he  intended  to  fish  was 
covered  with  ice,  so  the  skates  came  in  useful.  But 
during  one  of  those  delightful  curves  cu  the  outer  edge  the 
feet  went  towards  the  stars,  and  it  was  another  case  of 
Spine  Cop.  This  put  an  end  to  all  exploits  on  the  ice,  and 
so  search  was  made  for  some  fishing.  There  was  just  one 
spot  on  a  canal  where  the  strong  wind  had  prevented  the 
water  from  becoming  frozen,  and  so  it  was  agreed  that  h? 
and  his  friend  should  fish  there  the  next  day,  heedless  of 
the  bli/.zard. 

 >♦»■»<  

"  Now  brother  W.  H.  Cate  hsa  a  very  warm  heart,  and 
people  with  warm  hearts  suffer  from  cold  feet.  This  fact 
was  mentioned  to  Willie's  friend,  and  the  following  was 
the  result.  '  Let  me  tell  you  this,'  said  the  '  friend,' 
'  there's  nothing  like  the  whiekey  cure  for  cold  feat.  All 
you  have  to  do  is  to  put  a  little  whiskey  in  the  boots,  and 
no  matter  how  cold  it  is  your  feet  are  tropical.'  '  But  I 
thought,'  said  Willie, '  that  you  ought  to  rnh  the  feet  with 
whifkey.'  'That's  where  people  make  a  mistake,' 
was  the  reply.  '  Here,  lend  me  your  boot,  and  I'll 
show  you  how  to  do  it.'  Willie  pretested,  saying  that  he 
Lai  no  faith  in  the  remedy,  but  after  gentle  persuasion  he 
yielded,  took  off  a  boot  and  handed  it  to  hi'i  friend.  The 
modus  operandi  was  to  empty  a  wine  glassful  of  whiskey 
into  the  boot.  This  being  done,  Willie  was  told  to  put  it 
on  again.  His  snok,  of  course,  was  soon  wet  through, 
and,  whereas  hitherto  his  feet  had  been  nice  and  warm, 
one  was  now  cold  as  ice,  and  the  whiskey  was  oozing  out  .it 
the  top. 


' '  It  was  natural  that  further  expostulation  should  be 
expected  from  one  in  such  a  predicament.  But  his  friend 
was  quite  prepared  for  it.  '  Oh  ! '  he  said,  '  you  won't 
feel  the  wann-h  until  you  begin  to  walk.  Let's  have  the 
other  boot.'  With  a  still  overpowering  doubt  as  to  the 
ttiicacy  of  the  remedy,  and  a  great  de^l  cf  hesitancy,  off 
came  the  other  boot  for  similar  treatment.  With  a 
shudder,  as  the  cold  concoction  percolated  through  his 
warm  sock,  our  Willie  proceeded  to  brae  j  himself  together. 
Never  so  much  as  a  smile  stole  across  the  face  of  the 
friend  us  they  prepared  for  a  walk  to  the  river.  All 
faith  in  the  remedy  seemed  to  vanish  as  the  honorary 
secretary  plodded  along  the  road. 

"  The  further  they  went  the  colder  got  the  feet.  But  at 
last  the  cinal  was  reached.  Here  at  least  was  the  con- 
eolation  that  they  would  get  sport  to  enliven  the  circula- 
tion. The  biting  wind  blew  the  blizzard  to  perfection — a 
cold  north-easter.  Only  in  this  one  spot  could  they  fish, 
the  rest  was  all  iue.  Every  quarter  of  an  hour  they  had  to 
run  about  on  the  canal  bank  to  keep  themselves  warm. 
But  those  feet  still  remained  cold,  and  so  far  as  I  know 
remain  so  to  this  day.  For  after  having  no  sport  they  ran 
nearly  all  the  way  back,  and  even  then  the  whiskey  cure 
had  not  been  effectual.  So  much  far  the  power  of 
persuasion.  Other  anglers  please  take  note — don't  waste 
good  stuff." 

 >»*■»<  

A  MEETING  (of  which  due  notice  will  be  given)  is  to  ba 
held  at  Carr's  Uestaurant,  Strand,  to  discuss  the  future  of 
the  Thames  Re-etucking  Associntion.  Mr.  Hankius,  the 
late  hon.  sec,  I  am  gbid  to  lepurt,  is  much  batter,  and 
will  sh<  rt.ly  be  in  harness,  hut  not  as  secretary.  New 
rfliot-rs  are  to  he  elected,  and  the  money  in  hand  (about 
£40)  with  whatever  "new  blood"  can  produce,  will  be 
expended  in  procuring  coarse  fith  to  be  turned  in  dating 
the  close  season. 


Thk  Thames  Conservancy,  in  order  to  provide  for  the 
increased  traflic  and  the  difllcnities  and  delays  now 
experienced  at  Teddington  Lock,  have  resolved  to  con- 
struct a  new  additional  lock  at  that  place  on  land 


Bdjnin'nsf  the  prefent  lock.  This  new  lock  will  be  the 
laigest  rn  the  Thames.  Its  hnat.h  between  the  gates 
will  be  650ft.,  and  its  width  25  t  It  will  take  a  large  tug 
aid  five  la'ge  barges  at  a  loiksge,  or  a  tug  and  six 
oidiiary  tiztd  barges.  The  necesBary  land  has  already 
been  purchased, and  the  ccet  of  the  scheme  is  estimated  at 
about  £20,000. 

 >  ♦  >  ♦  <  

A  GRAND  complimentary  smoking  concert  will  take  place 
on  Monday,  March  12,  at  the  Empress,  St.  John-ttreet- 
road,  Cl?Tkenwell,  to  Mr.  F.  Castell,  in  recognition  of  his 
long  services  as  honorary  secretary  to  the  Clerkenwell  and 
District  Visiting  List.  Chairman,  Mr.  F.  Thorling ;  vice- 
chairman,  Mr.  G.  Frankling.  Commence  at  8.30. 
 >♦♦■»<  

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Southampton  Piecatorid 
Society  will  take  place  on  March  22  at  the  White  Swan 
Hotel.  Tickets  may  be  obtained  of  the  committee,  or  of 
the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  D.  K.  Bridger. 

 >»«■»< 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  B.S.A.&.  one  of  the  members 
brought  his  whistle,  and  during  the  singing  of  the  "  Penny 
Whistler"  cDllected  33.  for  our  Tobacco  Fund.  This 
amount  was  handed  to  our  representative  by  Mrs.  Cooksey. 

 >»;♦♦< 

"  FoREs's  Sporting  Notes  "  for  March  contains  an 
article  by  "  Straiv  Hat,"  entitled,  "  Comedies  that  Might 
have  been  Tragedies."  It  has  two  illustrations,  by 
Alexander,  and  has  been  well  reviewed  in  last  week's 
Sporting  Times.  Needless  to  say  that  the  subject  matter 
consists  of  fish  stories. 


The  Ninth  Annual  Fishing  Exhibition  is  now  open  at 
the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  is,  as  usual,  an  interesting  and 
pleasing  display.  The  whole  of  the  main  hall  is  taken  up 
with  exhibits,  which  are  arranged  with  much  effect.  The 
general  entertainments  are  exceptionally  strong,  and  the 
dual  attractions  should  prove  a  draw  during  the  ensuing 
four  weeks.  Angling  clubs  can  purchase  tickets  for  their 
members  at  43.  psr  dozen. 


"All  binds  of  lozenges  for  the  voice  are  to  be  avoided,' 
says  the  I'/?e)'.  "Some  do  harm,  others  have  no  effect 
and  none  do  good.  Sugar  and  water,  or  a  little  glycer  n^ 
gives  relief  when  the  throat  is  inclined  to  be  dry ;  this 
applies  to  persons  whose  throats  are  affected  by  the 
weather.  About  a  third  of  a  teatpoonful  of  Condy' 
Fluid  in  a  tumbler  of  water,  if  used  as  a  gargle  every 
morning,  will  clear  the  throat  and  brace  up  the  uvula 
which,  in  some  singers,  is  so  long  that  it  interrupts  the 
pure  emission  of  the  voice,  and  introduces  a  grating  under 
tone,  while  it  also  tends  to  make  a  tremolo  on  the  upper 
notes." 

 >  »  »  *  < 

Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  Killaloe,  writes:  "  Dear  '  Drag, 
— On  Saturday  night  last  I  dreamed  a  dream.    I  thought 
I  had  been  sitting  on  a  garden  chair  in  the  front  of  my 
house,  reading  your  "Jottings  by  the  Way,"  in  last 
edition  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  when  a  man,  driving 
hnrse  and  trap,  pulled  up  before  ma.    '  Good  morrow 
Misther  Hurley,'  said  he.   '  Oh,  good  morning,  Jamea 
I  said  in  return.    '  Begor,  Misther  Hurley,  I  have  brought 
you  some  things  to-day  which  I  think  you  will  lise. 
'  What  are  they  ?  '  said  I.    '  Two  young  notther*,'  said 
he.    My  heart  gave  a  bound  of  delight.    '  Please  show 
them  to  me,'  I  said.    He  opened  the  well  of  the  car,  and 
brought  therefrom  two  doaty  baby  otters.    They  were 
darlings — darlings  in  my  dream,  as  they  are  in  my  waking 
hours.    However,  during  the  night  I  continued  to  sleep 
and  dream  on,  when  at  half-past  eight  my  servant  knocked 
at  my  bedroom  door  and  said  :  '  Letters,  if  you  please,  sir 
I  opened  the  first  that  came  to  my  hand,  and  this  is  what 
it  said,  or  rather,  wha^  the  writer  wrote  :  '  March  3. — 
have  two  young  otters,  something  stronger  than  the  one 
I  gave  you  last  year.    If  you  require  them  drop  a  note  by 
return,  and  say  what  you  will  give  for  them.'    I  shal 
hope  to  secure  the  two  young  '  notthers,'  and  if  I  do,  yo 
and  many  other  good  friends  in  England  will  hear  more 
about  them." 

The  hon.  sec.  of  the  Abingdon  and  District  Angling 
Association  writes  :  "  Dear  Sir, — Re  your  remarks  on  th 
Abingdon  heron  and  rat  story  in  last  week's  issue, 
enclose  above  catting  from  our  local  paper  on  the  subject 
and  beg  to  say  that  the  '  remains '  were  shown  at 
meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  above  club  on  Tuesda 
last,  when  all  present  were  perfectly^  satisfied  as  to  i 
being  genuine,  and  could,  if  desired,  give  the  name  of  th 
finder,  and  produce  him  and  the  ouiiosity,  and  obtai 
scores  of  signatures  of  people  who  have  seen  it,  and  it 
still  to  be  seen  in  the  town. — Yours,  Ac,      H,  W.  H." 


"  The  following  story,"  says  the  Philadelphia  Recor 
"  is  classed  under  '  Tiua  Animal  Stories,'  but  i".  really  is 
a  fish  story  :  '  Not  long  iigo  a  hawk  ciught  a  fish  iu  Long 
Island  Sound,  t  ut  while  flji'  g  wi  h  it  to  the  woods  to 
devour  it  at  leisure,  the  tah  iluundered  from  the  hawk's 
hold  nnd  diopped  into  a  farmer's  yard,  where  a  lig 
mastiff  was  sit  ing.  The  drg  caught  the  fish  as  it  came 
down,  and  the  hawk  swoc  ped  bf'er  it,  but  the  dcg  tumid 
nnd  ran  into  the  house,  plucii  g  his  trophy,  yet  alive,  at  the 
feet  of  his  mietrees.  It  proved  to  be  a  large  blueftth,  and 
it  was  served  up  that  night  to  an  appreciative  family. 
The  dog  ever  since  has  been  seen  to  sit  in  the  same  place 
at  the  same  ( ime,  evidently  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
his  good  fortune  may  bo  repented.'  "  Dragnet, 


March  10,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTEP^HAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  anti  Trout  Roils. 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster, 

D.  SLATER, 

X£  WARK-  OX-  TRENT, 

Is  now  exhibiting  the  FINEST  COLLECTION  of 

RODS,  REELS,  &c., 

€ver  seen  in  London. 

INTENDING  PURCHASERS  WILL  DO  WELL  TO  CALL  AND  INSPECT 
THIS  MAGNIFICENT  COLLECTION. 


BUILT  CANE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS, 

"With  and  without  steel  centres.  One  quality  only— "the  best" — equal 
to  any  make  in  the  world.  These  Rods  are  entirely  manufactured  on 
our  own  premises  by  the  most  skilled  workmen,  and  we  will  guarantee  these 
Rods  for  five  years.  Over  4(HJ  Rods  to  select  from,  including  some  of  the 
following  noted  patterns : 

Slater's  DAEK  QREENHEART  SALMON  BODS  (light  and  very  powerful). 

GREENHEART  TROUT  RODS. 
OREENHEART  PIKE  RODS.  GREENHEART  THAMES  TROUT  RODS. 
THE  NEWARK  PERFECTION, 

The  best  Eod  for  all  kinds  of  Bottom  Fishing  ever  manufacture  J. 

REELS. 

Our  New  Pattern  Combination  in  Aluminium  Alloy  is  perfection. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  REELS.  SEA  REELS. 
NOTTINGHAM   REELS.  AC. 


Tel.  Address,  "  Fishing,  Liverpool." 


Telephone,  5611. 


HENRY  WHITTY 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 


2-  Joint  Special  Trout  Rods,  15s.  to  35s. 

3-  Joint       „  7s.  6d.  to  40s.  /  Made  in 
Split  Cane  Rods,          10s.  6d.  to  £8. ;  my  own 
Sea  Trout,  Grilse,  and  Salmon  Rods. 
Cane  Spinning  and  Dapping  Rods. 


Factory. 


BEELS,  LINES,  FLIES,  AND  TACKLE  IN  GREAT  VAEIETT,  BEST  QUALITY, 
AND  REASONABLE  IN  PRICE. 

Repairs  to  Rods  jfi'otuptly  and  earefally  done. 
PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 


THE  OLIVER 


PRICE   LIST  FREE  ON  APPLICATION. 


The 


as   yoia.    ■wrxte  it. 

It  took  Twenty-five  years  to  find 
out  that  Typewriters  have  been 
built 

'NMoa  aais-dn 

The  OLIVER  Is  built 

RIGHT  SIDE  UP, 

where  the  work  is  [n  sieht. 

The  onl7  machine  with  a  donhle  or 
U-Shaped  type-bar,  ensuring  permanency 
of  alignment. 

On  account  of  its  VISIBLE  WRITING 
fratnre,  and  its  SIMPLICITY  OP  CON- 
STRUCTION, the  OLIVER  is  the  Quickest 
to  learn,  and  tlie  easiest  to  ooerate. 


FOR   CATALOGUE  ADDRESS: 

OLIVER   TYPEWRITER   COMPANY  Ltd., 

42,  POULTRY,  LONDON,  E.C. 


BRITISH 
^EA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

TmiBlDENT:  Sir  EDWABD  BIBKBEOK,  Bar 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  h  D.  SAII.WAY8 

1st  OCTOBER  to  3ist  MARCH. 

Agents  &t  coast  towns. 
BOATS  AT   FIXED  PRICES. 

lleetinga  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
YeOlde  Rainbow  Tavern,  Fleet-street,  E.C. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Charles 
S.  Pattee-son,  150,  Mansion  House-oham- 
bers,  11,  Qneen  Victoria-Rtreet,  E.C. 


GISHTJRSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Wholesale  from 
Price's  Patent  Candle  Co..  Limited.  London. 


CLOTH   BINDING  CASES 

FOH  TBS 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

OA!)  BB  HAD  AT  THB 

fvXMimg  Ogict,  Bream.' $  Bviildingt,  E.C 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

The  Price  List  (gratis)  contains  the  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Fish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Grayling,  Char,  Pike,  Eels,  (Joldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch, 
Boach,  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Eudd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &o.,  &o.    Apply  to 


THOMAS  ^w^^, 

MANOR   FISHEBY,  CAISTOB,  IiINCOIiNSHIBE. 


Fish  Food,  Ground-bait,  Apparatus,  and  Carriers  on  Sale. 


N.B. — The  Stock  Fish  have  taken  twenty  years  to  acovimnlate,  and  consist  of 
the  finest  strains  in  the  world.  They  run  up  to  161b.,  and  include  pure  Wycombe 
Fish,  which,  on  the  authority  of  the  late  Mr.  Francis,  are  the  best  breed  in  the  Empire. 
Other  choice  varieties  have  been  taken  from  the  Test,  Kennet,  and  other  waters. 


HOLLAND'S 


Mrs.  Cox's  Style  and  Pat- 
terns, Is.  6d.  to  2s 
dozen,  poat  free.  Buffer 
Knot  Casts,  Is.  6d.  each 


FLOATING 


HIJOS  DE  T.  CASALINS, 

MURCIA,  SPAIN. 

NEW  SILKWORM  GUT. 

Moderate  Prices. 
WHITE  FOR  PRICE  LIST. 

COLN  trouting! 

SWAN  HOTEL,  BIBURY,  E.  Gloucestershire. 

Re-stocked  with  Two-year-old  Fario. 
ICrs.  E.  WOODBIAir,  Sole  Xiessee. 

Season  1900  from  March  26. 
Bracing.        Picturesque.  Moderate. 


FLY  MATLRIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

Uini/I  FQ  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers 
IIAunLCO  Seals'  For,  Pigs 'Wool,  &c 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES,  Mardyke,  Cork. 


Devon  and  Yorkshire  Hackles    Is.  6d.  dozen. 

New  Pattern  Beetles    2s.  Od.  dozen. 

Hercules  Casts   Is.  3d.  each. 


FLIES,  li 


Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  saUARE,  WINCHESTER.  HANTS. 


>  c  ruiu  >9.  cv.  fill  vrAj.>.49xi.j 

PoisTERN  Chambers,  > 

MOTTINQMAM. 

1/6  *  2/6  Each.  Post  Free.' 
•   Tlreprbof,  2d.  Extra. 

" It.  ReCOMM^NOS  ITSELF.'' 


3 


IMPROVECK  PATENT. 


SOLO  ON  CONDITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWU 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Ox  Monday  evening  a  very  aporopriate  and  apropos 
paper  was  read  by  Mr,  Chas.  H.  Wheeley,  the  author  of 
"  Coarse  Fish,"  on  the  subject  of  dapping  for  trout  and 
Thames  trouting.  There  was  a  good  at,tendanc3  of 
members  and  friends,  the  chair  being  occupied  by  Mr. 
J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf.  Mr.  Wheeley  dealt  specially  with  the 
method^  of  dapping  purbued  on  Irish  longhs.  He 
emphasised  the  statement  that  care  should  be  exercised  in 
the  selection  of  tackle.  The  rod  should  be  light  and  long, 
say  16ft  ,  and  should  be  springy  enough  to  bear  the  use 
of  fine  tackle  without  the  risk  tf  breakages  when  striking. 
The  winch,  having  a  large  barrel,  should  have  upon  it 
50yd3._  of  plaited  silk  line,  with  an  additional  20ids.  of 
blow  line.  The  oast  should  be  tapered  2ft.  iu  length,  and 
naade  of  the  best  undrawn  gut  procurable.  He  told  the 
members  how  to  "dap,"  and  stated  that  wind  was,  of 
courso,_  a  sine  qud  non  for  the  successful  working  of  the 
blow  line.  Dapping  from  the  bank  was  almost  useless, 
and,  as  it  was  therefore  absolutely  necessary  to  have  a 
boat,  visitors  should  be  careful  to  ascertain  that  the  boat- 
man was  a  good  oarsman  and  sober.  The  chance  of  sport 
depended  very  much  upon  whether  or  not  the  attetdant 
knew  well  his  metier.  He  should  know  the  drifts,  and 
how  to  start  them.  The  miseries  ef  dapping  with  a  bad 
b3atman  were  manifold,  and  needed  no  repeating. 
Mr.  Wheeley  mentioned  the  different  ways  of  reach- 
ing Ireland,  and  spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  the 
splendid  sienery  met  with,  and  the  magnificent  fish- 
ing of  all  sorts  to  be  had  in  that  delightful  country. 
Talking  about  Thames  trouting,  Mr.  Wheeley  said  that  the 
past  flood  would  do  no  harm.  It  had  given  the  river  a 
thorough  cleansing,  and  if  the  water  ran  down  steadily  and 
quietly  the  fish  which  had  shifted  their  quarters  owing  to 
the  turbulent  stream  would  get  back  again  before  April  1. 
He  advised  Thames  trout  fishers  to  stroll  along  the  banks 
before  the  rpening  day  and  see  if  they  could  spat  fish 
feeding.  Their  whereabouts  could  then  be  ear-marked,  and 
they  could  be  fished  for  with  some  prospect  of  success. 
Thames  trouting  was  full  of  surprises,  and  no  opportunity 
should  be  neglected  of  trying  for  the  fish,  if  even  for  an 
hour  only,  when  one  had  the  opportunity  of  doing  so.  He 
wanted  to  kiU  a  Thames  fish  on  a  fly  proper,  but  as  yet  he 
had  not  done  so,  although  he  came  very  near  to  bagging 
one  on  a  certain  ccoision  when  chub  fishing.  He  thought 
somethinsr  perhaps  in  the  "  Wilkinson  "  way  might  tempt 
a  fish.  He  urged  more  members  to  go  in  for  Thames 
trouting.  If  they  did  so,  he  would  warrant  they  would  try 
again  and  again  when  once  they  had  broken  the  spell  and 
landed  a  fish.  Touching  the  question  of  close  seasons,  Mr. 
Wheeley  remarked  that  he  was  glad  to  see  that  the  society 
had  extended  the  period  for  taking  roach  on  the  Colne  at 
Uxbridge  up  to  March  .31.  He  hoped  some  day  to  see 
such  a  sensible  regulation  on  the  Thames,  and  trusted  that 
in  any  alteration  of  the  Mundella  Act,  perch  fishing  in  the 
Thames  would  be  stopped  on  Feb.  15  at  latest.  A  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Wheeley  for  his  interest- 
ing paper.  The  annual  dinner  comes  of  on  the  19Ch  inst. 
at  the  Holborn,  as  usual.  Members  are  asked  to  send  in 
applications  for  seats  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  to 
enable  the  necessary  arrangements  to  be  made. 

  M.  G.  E.  DF  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  Finance  and  General  Committee  meetings  were 
presided  over  by  Mr.  C.  F.  F.  Buckingham,  when  much 
detail  and  matters  of  interest  to  the  society  were  dealt 
with.  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
ordinary  meeting,  and  a  very  cajiible  and  generous  chiir- 
man  he  made.  Being  so  long  ago  since  the  floods  were  first 
reported  general  it  was  thought  there  would  be  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  angling  experience  to  be  related  at  to- 
night's meeting,  and  due  observance  of  economy.  How- 
ever, starting  as  with  the  sun,  the  re-stocii  jg  box  for 
some  time  met  the  same  respectful  regard  as  has  been  so 
often  the  case  of  late,  until  it  was  pushed  before  Mr. 
Emery ;  but  there  was  no  response  here  and  a  sense  of 
much  gratification  came  over  the  angler.  Mr.  Emery  was 
not  successful  spinning,  but  captured  two  perch  and  one 
roach  ledgering,  the  three  fish  weighing  4ilb.,  almost  of  a 
like  size.  This  was  indeed  a  grateful  break.  The  writer 
was  up  the  river  Thames  last  week  end,  expecting 
to  find  the  water  had  subsided  and  be  provided  with  a 
good  opportunity  to  secure  sport,  but  the  river  was  some 
•'Jft.  above  normal  level,  and  though  only  able  to  get  to  the 
bank  by  boat  across  meadows,  the  water  was  too  thick 
and  too  fast  to  provide  a  chance  even.  Mr.  R.  G.  Wood- 
ruff and  Mr.  Gray  had  a  like  expeiience  up  the  Thames. 
North-east  wind  and  no  bites.  From  this  point  the  box 
went  on,  and  monotonously  secured  the  toll  of  pence. 
Next  week  we  hope  to  reodnr  a  better  account.  I  hear  of 
three  members  going  to  Kelvedon,  and  wish  to  remind 
anyone  fishing  there  and  capturing  a  roach  of  1  Jib.  or 
larger  is  requested  to  send  it  on  to  Mr.  Anstiss,  of  23, 
I'irst-street,  Chelsea,  8.W.,  for  preservation,  as  the 
society  is  desirous — as  befpre  mentioned — of  securing  a 
case  of  specimen  roach  from  its  own  waters.  The  Kelvedon 
waters  ehoiild  now  be  found  in  grand  fishing  condition,  and 
yield  well  right  up  to  the  end  of  the  seaeon.  Mr.  Hoyle 
reported  thaths  had  seen  a  number  of  trunks  of  coarse 
fish,  which  a  finhmongcr  had  purchased  to  sell  again,  con- 
taining many  jick  of  Vin.  and  roach  of  2.iin.,  small  perch, 
&c.  He  could  not  ascertain  where  they  came  from,  which 
is  very  regrettable,  as  with  this  information  we  might  be 
able  to  put  a  stop  to  this  destruction  of  immature  fish  life. 
It  waB  thought  the  fish  came  from  England.  The  Ches- 
ham  water  was  reported  in  capital  condition,  the  fish  were 
ofF  the  spawning  beds,  and  the  water  flowing  in  consider- 
able volume.  The  curator  gave  particulars  ot  a  echerne  he 
had  thought  out  for  introducing  Humo  4. 0(X)  young  trout 
into  these  waters  as  an  experiment.  The  scheme  was 
■anctioned,  and  will  he  put  to  practice  at  the  earliest 


possible  moment.  I  have  much  pleasure  in  announcing 
that  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  March  13,  Mr.  F.  B. 
Ohlson  wUl  open  a  discussion  on  "  Flies  for Chesham."  I 
hope  that  a  large  number  of  our  members  who  are 
interested  in  this  branch  of  the  art  of  angling  will  attend, 
if  not  to  take  part  in  the  discussion,  to  learn  something 
that  may  prove  of  great  assisiance  in  their  pursuit  of  spoit 
during  the  coming  season.  Mr.  Ohlson  has  had  a  deal  of 
eioerience  at  Cli'-sham ;  he  tikes  a  great  interest  in  the 
subject,  and  I  hope  no  one  will  willingly  miss  attending 
this  fixture.  The  usual  toasts  and  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chair  termiiated  the  proceedings. 

J.  H.  Walker  (Hon.  Sec  ). 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  of  the 
society,  held  at  Ye  Olde  Rainbow  Tavern,  15,  FJeet-street, 
on  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  H.  Edwards  in  the  chair,  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  read  and 
confirmed,  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  produced  a  etatntary 
declaration  of  the  weight  and  length  of  a  fish 
caught  by  Dr.  Bateman  at  Algoa  Bay.  Owing  to 
the  doubts  cast  upon  the  veracity  as  to  the  length 
and  weights  of  fish  caught  by  anglers  generally,  tnd 
in  recent  times  by  members  of  this  society,  this  was  the 
only  true  and  proper  method  by  which  such  statements 
can  be  made  and  receive  credence  from  members.  The 
statutory  declaration,  duly  witnessed  by  a  commissioner  of 
oaths  oil  a  proper  form,  was  handed  to  the  chairman  to  be 
placed  in  the  archives  of  the  society.  Whether  this 
example  will  be  followed  by  other  members  only  time  can 
tell.  The  hon.  secratary  announced  tliat  the  annual  dinner 
would  be  held  on  April  4,  in  the  banqueting  hall,  Frascati's 
Restaurant.  Notices  at  a  later  date  will  be  sent  to  all 
members,  and  it  is  hoped  that  early  application  will  be 
inade  for  tickets  that  full  arrangements  may  be  made  in 
time.  It  was  further  announced  that  a  letter  had  been 
received  from  the  International  Congress  on  Aquiculture 
and  Fishing,  to  be  held  in  Paris  in  Septemner  next, 
inviting  this  society  to  send  delegates.  Tnis  congress  is 
divided  into  six  sections,  and  will  be  held  from  Sept.  14 
to  19,  and  the  sections  devoted  to  sea  and  freah-water 
fishing  and  allied  sciences  seem  to  fairly  cover  the  whole 
ground.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  and  usnal 
toast  to  the  British  Sea  Anelers'  Society  closed  the 
meeting.  Chaeles  S.  Pattehsox  (Hon.  Sec). 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
The  tenth  annual  dinner  of  this  very  flourishing  society 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  March  14,  at  the  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Cardiff.    Dr.  Taylor  in  the  chair. 


RIBBLE  CONSERVANCY  BOARD. 

I  AM  sorry  to  see  the  Ribble  Conservancy  Board's  annual 
report  is  not  a  satisfactory  one.  The  board,  in  its  previous 
report,  concluded  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  have  a 
worse  season  than  that  of  1898,  but  it  is  admitted  that  last 
season  established  a  record  in  regard  to  disappointing 
results.  Sea  trout  are  said  to  be  more  plentiful,  and  in 
the  river  between  CUtheroe  and  Hellifield  grayling  are 
increasing.  With  three  trout  hatcheries  in  operation  a 
great  improvement  in  trout  fishing  is  anticipated,  and  I 
hope  the  coming  trout  season  will  make  up  for  past 
disappointments.  J.  E.  Milleb. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


SUSSEX  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Headquarters  :  Arch,  143,  King's-road,  Brighton. 
Extracts  >eom  the  Report  of  the  Committee  i  or 
THE  Year  1899. 

"  Your  committee  in  presenting  this,  the  ninth  annual 
report  and  balance-sheet,  are  pleased  to  record  satis- 
factory work  and  progress  for  the  year  just  ended,  a 
perusal  of  the  balance-sheet  speaking  volumes  for  the 
sound  financial  state  of  the  society. 

"  The  records  of  i  hs  angling  year  just  completed  compare 
rather  unfavourably  with  its  predecessors,  owing  largely 
to  members  not  reporting  their  captures  to  the  hon.  sec.  ; 
but,  from  what  few  reports  are  to  hand,  proof  is  given  of 
the  well-stocked  fishings  the  society  is  able  to  offar  to  its 
members.  The  water  at  Uckfield  has  yielded  some  fine 
chub  and  perch,  the  former  on  many  occasions  affording 
capital  sport  with  the  fly. 

"  Sport  on  the  trout  lake  at  Horsted  Keynes  (in  common 
with  all  other  trout  fishing  throughout  the  country)  was, 
during  the  early  portion  of  the  season,  very  disappointing ; 
but  during  the  latter  pirt  (after  rain  had  fallen)  nearly 
all  those  members  who  fished  were  rewarded  with 
excellent  sport,  and  on  many  days  the  fall  limit  was 
attained.  The  majority  of  trout  taken  were  good  fish, 
up  to  and  over  IJlb.  in  weight. 

"  The  stocking  committee  during  the  past  year  has  been 
an  exceptionally  hard-working  one. 

"The  society  has,  once  again,  to  record  its  thanks  to 
many  friends.  Ilerr  Jaffi-  presented  us  with  11,000  rain- 
bow and  Shasta  trout  ova,  which  were  successfully  hatched 
in  the  society's  batching  trays  at  our  curator's  (Mr. 
Mascall)  residence,  who  so  kindly  placed  his  garden  at 
our  disposal.  Mr.  Wells,  of  the  Brighton  Aquarium,  also 
assisted. 

"  Colonel  Walker's  splendid  gift  of  220  yearling  rainbow 
trout  was  greatly  appeciated,  and  were  turned  in  the  lake 
at  Horsted  Keynes  m  capital  condition. 

"The  year  1S99  has  seen  the  birth  of  the  River  Ad ur 
Preservation  Society,  towards  the  formation  of  which  the 
society  assiuted  by  guarenteeing  the  sum  of  £6,  and  in 


which  several  of  your  membirs  are  actively  engaged  in 
forwarding  the  good  work. 

"In  the  following  stocking  report  for  the  pist  year  it 
will  be  noticed  that  the  majority  of  the  fish  netted  have 
been  given  away,  as  all  the  society's  coarse  fish  waters  are 
fully  stocked. 

"  Presented  to  the  Adur  Preservation  Society  :  5000  to 
6000  pike,  perch,  tench,  and  roach. 

"Removed  from  Queen's  Park  Lake  :  440  carp,  averaging 
31b.,  presented  to  preservation  societies  of  rivers  Adni 
and  Ouse.  (N.B.— The  lake  was  originally  stocked  by  the 
society  with  about  thirty  carp  averaging  IJlb.,  and  othtt 
species.)  J 

' '  Removed  from  Burgess  Hill  and  turned  into  pond  LyjM 
Ten  small  pike,  up  to  2Jlb.  ;  200  perch  (several  lilb.W 
three  black  bass,  about  |ib. ;  one  tench,  about  lib.  ;  o3 
carp,  about  2Jlb. 

''  The  hon.  treasurer.  Mr.  H.  Manwaring,  is  desiroH 
of  retiring,  but  Mr.  W.  P.  Booth  has  kindly  promised  9 
accept  the  ofiSoe  if  elected. — Signed,  on  behalf  of  t9 
committee,  "  Wm  C.  F.  Gillam  (Hon.  Sec.)."J 


THE  SALMON  BECOMING  EXTINCT  iM 
YORKSHIRE  RIVERS.  ^ 
At  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  Fisheil 
Board  a  still  farther  falling  off  of  salmon  fishing  waB 
announced.    Only  two  rod  and  line  licences  had  been 
issued,  and  neither  of  the  anglers  had  any  success.  This 
fact  points  cleirly  to  the  disastrous  effect  of  pollutions, 
from  the  Aire  and  Calder,  which  prevent  the  tish  from 
getting  up  the  Oase  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Yore  and 
Wharfe.    It  used  to  be  very  different  in  the  days  gone  by, 
when  Mr.  J.  A.  Wood,  of  Bipon,  and  Mr.  Wm.  (barter,  cf 
Masham,  Ralph  ColdoecV,  of  Tantield,  and  other  expert 
salmon  fishers  used  to  eiijoy  excellent  sport  in  the  autumn. 
Under  these  conditions  it  seams  a  pity  to  expend  more 
money  on  the  salmon  pass  at  Boroughbridge,  as  I  see  it  is 
proposed  to  do,  for  it  can  do  no  good  if  the  fish  are  not 
there  to  ascend,  while  the  expenditure  of  money  in  this 
direction  only  serves  tha  purpose  of  trout  and  coarse 
fishers  to  grumble  about  the  shilling  rod  licence  imposed 
by  the  board.    No  one  should  have  much  to  say  against 
the  advance  in  salary  granted  to  Mr.  J.  E.  Jones,  the 
secretary  of  the  board,  and  Mr.  Farrer  Stead,  their 
indefatigable  head  c  fficer.    The  latter  has  conducted  so 
many  cases  successfully  for  the  b.  ard  since  his  appoint- 
ment that  no  one  could  possibly  grudge  him  the  advance. 
It  was  decided  not  to  offer  any  opposition  to  the  City 
Water  Bill,  which  slightly  affected  spawning  becks  belong- 
ing to  the  Ilkley  Angling  Club  on  the  Wharfe.— Halcyon 
(in  weekly  edition  of  the  Leeds  Mercury). 


•2s.  6d.  to  fish  TWELVE  MILES  OP  THE 
COQUET. 

I  HAVE  received  a  ciicular  issued  by  the  Northumber- 
land Anglers'  Federation,  which  has  power  to  issue 
permits  for  fishing  on  twelve  miles  of  the  finest  length  OB 
that  famous  trout  stream,  the  Coquet,  in  Northumberland. 
I  have  fished  on  that  river  at  Weldon  Bridge  in  company 
with  my  friend,  Mr.  Fred  Judges,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
and  can  testify  to  its  excellence.  The  psrmit  for  the  ftill 
sodscn  is  only  a  guinea,  monthly  lOs.,  weekly  7s.  Gd.,  and 
day  ticket  2s.  6d. ,  which  is  cheap  enough  in  all  conscience. 
Fly,  minnow,  and  worm  ard  allowed,  excepting  on  one  or 
two  special  pitcssof  water,  where  only  fly  is  admittable. 
One  excellent  rule  is  that  worm  in  thick  water  is  pro- 
hibited, for  any  novice  can  citch  trout  daring  that  time. 
The  circular  gives  the  fullest  particulars,  and  will  be  sent 
to  any  applicant  who  forwards  a  stamped  addres.ed 
envelope  to  Mr.  John  A.  Williamson,  solicitor,  St.  Nichola* 
Chambers,  Newoastle-on-Tyne,  he  being  c'erk  to  the  com- 
mittee. I  so  frequently  receive  letters  asking  where  I  can 
recommend  anglers  to  go  for  good  trout  fishing  that  I 
have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  making  this  known,  and  I  am 
quite  sure  that  any  angler  who  wishes  for  a  change  can- 
not do  better  than  write  to  Mr.  Williamson.  But,  of 
course,  it  is  mt  worth  while  going  that  distance  for  leas 
than  a  week.  The  circular  gives  the  names  of  the  various 
hotels  that  make  provision  for  anglers  fishing  at  the 
different  stations  on  the  water. — Halcyon  (in  weekly 
edition  of  Leeds  Mercury), 


HOW  FISHING  GUT  IS  MADE. 
Mr.  Neville  Rol1''e,  the  British  Consul  at  Naples,  in 
a  recent  repi  rt  to  the  Foreign  Office,  says  :  "  Some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Prooida  manufacture  very  fine 
gut  from  silkworms.  They  call  the  product  'Jili  di  fctUf' 
or  '  silk  threads . '  their  special  properties  consisting  in  their 
strength  and  flexibility.  Tbey  are  made  from  the  stomachs 
of  silkworms  just  before  they  begin  to  spin  their  silk  andflj 
form  their  cocoons.  Not  many  worms  in  proportion  tothlH 
amount  of  gut  put  rn  the  market  are  reared  in  Procid^B 
itself,  but  the  makera  buy  them  from  Torre  dell'  AnnttiiM| 
ziata  and  other  neighbouring  towns  in  great  tinantities. 
The  following  is  the  process  of  manufaotuie  :  The  worm 
is  selected  when  fully  matured,  that  is  to  say,  at  the 
moment  when  his  nourishment  ceases,  and  juet  before  his 
metamorphosis.  He  is  then  cut  opun,  great  care  being 
taken  not  to  injure  the  membrane  of  the  stomach.  This 
is  then  removtd,  uud  usually  reaches  the  length  of  13  to 
20  millims.,  with  a  diameter  of  1^  to  :^  millims.  The 
stomachs  are  then  put  iuto  a  pickle,  which  is  the  keynote 
of  the  whole  procosB,  and  the  secret  of  which  is  carefully 
kept.  Will  n  the  pickling  process  is  over,  the  workpeople, 
who  are  mostly  women,  take  one  end  of  the  stomach  in 
their  teeth  and  draw  the  other  end  with  their  hands.  This 
part  of  the  work  requires  great  dexterity,  for  the  threads 
are  drawn  out  to  the  length  of  30  to  .'iO  centimi'tres,  and  the 
whole  value  of  the  product  depends  upon  its  length  in 
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relation  to  ita  thickness,  and  the  strain  it  will  carry. 
There  &re  two  seasons  for  the  prodaction,  namely, 
in  spring,  when  the  best  gut  is  produoed,  and  in 
antumn,  when  the  quality  is  inferior.  There  is  an 
important  market  for  this  speciality,  and  the  whole 
prodactioa  is  exported  to  Noriham  Italy  and  abroad  at 
the  average  price  uf  150  lire  per  kilo.  The  gat  is  of  very 
small  specidc  gravity,  so  that  a  great  deal  of  it  goes  to  a 
kilo.  The  coat  of  prodnoticn  is  also  considerable,  as  the 
worms  mast  be  bought  j  ast  at  the  moment  when  they  are 
coming  into  profit  for  miking  silk,  that  is  to  say,  wbea 
they  are  at  their  dearest.  Again,  the  results  are  frequently 
disappointing,  many  worms  being  found  on  dissection  not 
to  be  soitable,  and  have  to  be  discarded.  The  various 
operations  require  a  good  many  hands,  and  thongh  labour 
is  cheap,  it  runs  away  with  a  good  deal  of  money,  as  skilled 
hands  are  alone  satisfactory.  The  gut  is  used  for  fishing 
tackle,  brashes,  and  any  purpose  where  fineness  and 
tenacity  are  jointly  requisite. — Thames  Angling  News. 


^ofcs  from  i^e  ^orfl). 

"It  never  rains  bat  it  pours."  Just  as  the  opening 
weeks  on  the  Dee  were  about  to  provide  once  again  the 
expected  proverbial  blank,  qoite  a  phenomenal  run  of  fish 
has  been  experienced,  and,  in  place  of  the  usual  wail  of  the 
disappointed  angler,  there  is  universal  jubilation  all  over 
the  lo^er  reaches  of  the  river. 

Fifty  fish  in  one  week  to  two  rods — an  average  of  251b. 
apiece.  This  was  got  on  the  Upper  Durris  water  last 
week,  and  half  that  number  would  have  been  counted  very 
good,  aye,  grand,  sport  at  any  time. 

The  old  Don  is  not  to  be  behind  in  sharing  in  the  good 
things  agoing,  and  a  spring  season  is  about  to  be  enjoyed, 
where  few  spring  fish  have  been  met  with  for  fifteen  years 
back.  _____ 

The  rivers  are  still  running  big,  on  account  of  the  heavy 
aocamulations  of  snow  on  their  banks,  and  the  fish  are  said 
to  be  literally  "  all  over  the  shop."  On  the  lower  waters 
of  the  Don  more  salmon  have  been  netted  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  season  than  the  grand  total  of  the  past  five 
years  put  together.  Yet,  for  all  that,  a  fairly  good  margin 
have  got  up  the  river,  although  the  namerous  dykes  make 
it  difficult  for  them  to  get  up  at  any  time. 

As  oBual  the  poaching  fraternity  have  been  levying  a 
heavy  toll  on  the  lower  waters  of  the  Dee  and  Don,  in 
spite  of  the  most  vigilant  efforts  of  the  little  army  of 
watchers.  Three  aackf  uis  of  salmon  went  on  at  a  Deeside 
station  one  morning  last  week,  yet,  as  they  were  clean  fisti, 
and  the  poachers  not  caught  red-handed,  the  spoil  oould 
not  be  touched. 

Nothing  could  show  np  the  futility  of  our  Scotch  salmon 
taws  as  they  now  stand  with  regard  to  poaching  than  the 
case  which  cropped  up  from  the  Don  last  week  in  the 
Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court.  A  mason  was  up  for  snatching 
1  foul  fish  from  the  river.  Two  watchers  swore  it  was  a 
kelt.  Two  of  the  poacher's  chums  swore  it  was  clean,  and 
one  of  the  witnesses  admitted  selling  it  at  Is.  6d.  alb. 
The  case  was  found  not  proven. 

Yet  another  public  testimonial  for  Miss  Mackenzie  on 
the  occasion  of  her  approaching  marriage  with  Lord 
Kilmarnock.  This  is  the  third  since  the  announcement 
was  first  made.  The  Grand  Provincial  Lodge  of  Scotland 
'north-east  province)  have  handed  her  father  a  solid  silver 
md  gilt  tea  set,  &c.,  as  a  token  of  respect  and  esteem  for 
^ir  Allan  and  his  family. 


There  will  be  no  more  half-crown  daily  tickets  on  the 
dgie  this  season,  but  as  the  monthly  ticket  only  costs  20s. 
ip  till  October,  this  will  be  no  hardship  to  anglers  from  a 
listanue,  and  it  will,  on  the  other  hand,  keep  oS  anglers 
»ho  make  the  moat  of  their  opportunities  when  a  ran  of 
ish  ia  on, 

It  was  the  common  practice  on  Deeside  to  give  all  the 
ish  killed  to  the  gnest  invited  to  a  day's  fishing,  but  this 
8  not  now  the  general  rule.  The  guest  may  now  have  his 
;boics  of  one,  as  is  Mr.  Baird's,  of  Durris,  practice,  or  one 
nay  be  sent  after  him,  as  is  Sir  Wm.  C.  Brooks'  custom. 

Fish  are  now  creeping  up  into  the  Cambus  O'May  and 
Sallater  waters.  It  is  rumoured  that  H.R.H.  the  Duke 
>f  York  will  be  on  Deeside  soon.  It  would  be  better  for 
-he  Balmoral  waters  that  his  Highness  should  not  put  in 
If  appearance  till  April  at  least,  as  it  will  take  all  that 
une  before  the  head  waters  of  the  Dee  will  be  warth  the 
■ime  and  trouble.   

Capt.  E.  V,  Brooke  has  been  very  fortunate  on  his 
)rolifio  little  water  of  Knappoch  on  the  Dee,  and  has 
^reeled  some  forty  fish  since  the  season  opened.  He  leaves 
or  the  south  during  April. 

The  permits  for  trouters  on  the  Spey  are  later  in  being 
«ued  this  year,  but  on  the  Lossie  fairly  good  baskets  of 
umock  are  being  made. 

The  Ythan  tidal  is  doing  well,  ber  the  cold  weather,  and 
.  good  few  anglera  are  forward  on  the  Udney  Anna 
vatera. 

^Mrs.  Daviet  had  a  fine  fish  one  day  last  week  on  the 
*>«•■,  sealing  some  IRlb.  gpieut  8cot»!H. 


Iprdvincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  monthly  meeting  of  the  oimmittee  of  the  Birming- 
ham associition  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on  Thursday 
evening,  March  1,  last.  The  meeting  was  well-attended. 
Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the 
vice-chair.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  committee 
meeting  were  received  and  adopted,  after  which  Mr.  J. 
Babone  gave  in  a  report  of  his  visit  to  the  Great 
Western  Society  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel, 
Icknield -street,  the  club  having  applied  for  affilia- 
tion. Opposition  was  raised  to  the  club  joining  the 
the  association  on  the  grounds  that  they  were  rather  close 
to  two  alretdy  affiliated  clubs,  but  as  the  new  club  pledged 
themselves  not  to  take  any  members  from  any  of  the  clubs 
in  their  vicinity,  the  club  was  accepted.  Messrs.  Gumbley 
and  Jones  gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit  to  the  Imperial 
Club,  held  at  the  Prince  of  Wales'  Inn,  Cheapeide ;  the 
club  also  applied  for  application.  The  report  went  to 
show  that  the  club  had  about  fifty  members  on  their 
books,  and  that  the  club  was  properly  constituted.  This 
club  was  also  rather  njar  to  several  affiliated  clubs,  but  on 
the  understanding  that  they  take  no  members  from  the  clubs 
in  their  vicinity  for  eighteen  months  they  were  aecepted. 
This  makes  the  eighth  new  club  that  has  been  admitted 
into  the  association  this  year.  A  recommendation  was 
passed  by  the  committee  to  the  general  meeting  to  the 
effect  that  no  more  new  clubs  be  accepted  into  the  associa- 
tion in  Birmingham  for  the  next  twelve  months,  which 
was  approved  of.  The  secretary  was  instructed  to  get  a 
quantity  of  new  rule  and  bye-law  sheets  printed,  together 
with  a  list  of  the  members  who  had  been  expelled  from 
the  association,  so  as  to  prevent  the  disgraced  members 
from  joining  any  of  the  newly  accepted  clubs.  The 
secretary  was  also  instructed  to  get  a  list  printed  of  all 
the  names  and  addresses  of  all  tbe  clubs,  together  with 
their  nights  of  meetings,  and  that  each  club  be  supplied 
with  a  list.  It  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Perry  that  in  future 
at  the  general  meetings  all  notices  of  motion  should  take 
precedence  of  all  matters  appertaining  to  general  business. 
Notices  of  motion  were  given  by  Messrs.  Foster  and 
Tucker,  and  a  special  notice  given  by  Mr.  Hughes, 
which  was  to  the  effect  that  a  special  representative 
should  be  appointed  to  represent  the  association  on  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board.  The  annual  association  dinner, 
which  was  fixed  to  take  place  on  Saturday,  March  10,  has 
had  to  be  postponed  till  March  17,  on  account  of  a 
misunderstanding  between  the  manager  and  sub-manager 
of  the  Metropole  Hotel,  High-street.  The  dinner  will  be 
held  at  the  hotel  mentioned  on  the  latter  date  ;  dinner  on 
the  table  (i.30  prompt.  The  alteration  of  the  date  will,  no 
doubt,  enable  several  of  the  delegates  who  were  engaged 
on  the  10th  to  put  in  an  appearance.  We  have  had  better 
weather  since  my  last  notes  were  dispatched.  We  have  had 
little  or  no  rain  worth  mentioning,  and  the  days  have  been 
bright,  but  rather  cold,  and  aa  a  consequence,  our  members 
have  taken  the  opportunity  of  getting  out,  in  order  to 
make  the  best  of  their  time  previous  to  the  close  season 
coming  in,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  they  have  met 
with  some  very  decent  sport.  The  best  fish  taken  has 
been  a  pike,  which  weighed,  just  after  taking,  191b.  2oz. 
The  fish  was  taken  from  Bracebridge  Pook,  Sutton,  by 
Mr.  Moon.  It  has  been  forwarded  to  Cooper  and  Sons, 
London,  for  preserving.  One  of  the  Oldbury  anglers  on 
Monday  last  took  three  fine  perch  from  the  Severn,  at 
Bewdley.  The  largest  fish  weighed  over  31b.,  and  the 
smallest  lib.  9oz.  These  fine  fish,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  have 
been  cooked  and  eaten.  If  they  had  been  set  up  they 
would  have  made  a  fine  case  for  the  walls  of  the  club-room. 
The  West  End  Society  fished  a  bye-contest  on  Saturday 
last,  when  Mr.  Clem.  Wainwright  succeeded  in  taking  the 
first  prize.  The  new  Cromwell's  Head  Society  fished  their 
first  contest  on  March  4  at  Kingsbury,  when  about  twenty 
members  competed  for  prizes,  c  jnsisting  chiefly  of  fishing 
tackle.  Mr.  W.  Shakespere  was  the  most  suocessfnl 
competitor. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  floods  are  now  gradually  subsiding,  but  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  the  main  rivers  will  fine  down  sufficiently 
to  enable  sportsmen  to  have  another  turn  amongst  the 
pike  before  the  advent  of  the  close  season.  There  is  yet  a 
tremendous  volume  in  the  Witham,  Welland,  and  Forty- 
foot,  and,  at  the  time  of  wiiting,  the  chances  were  very 
much  against  a  recommencement  of  sport  this  week.  On 
some  tributaries  roach  fishing  has  been  resumed,  but,  as  a 
rale,  the  efforts  of  those  who  have  ventured  out  have  not 
been  rewarded  with  any  marked  amount  of  aacoess.  Most 
anglera,  however,  are  hoping  to  have  another  trial  amongst 
the  pike.  So  far  the  season  in  this  particular  branch  of 
sport  has  been  anything  but  a  good  one. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  tributary  becks  and  streams  are  now 
fining  down  again,  and  the  tidal  waters  below  Hempholme, 
although  still  running  high,  are  a  good  colour,  and  will  be 
in  good  condition  by  the  end  of  the  week.  "The  recent 
scouring  the  river  has  undergone  has  improved  conditions 
to  snch  an  extent  that  the  fish  are  taking  the  bait  eagerly, 
and  in  the  top  ttretches  some  remarkable  good  catches 
have  been  made,  especially  at  Brigham,  Wansford,  Snake> 
holme,  and  Hempholme,  and  amongst  those  anglers  who 
have  been  successful  daring  the  past  week,  Mr.  T.  Jevons 
has  had  a  splendid  aample  of  roach,  and  Mr.  Arthur 
Marshall,  of  the  Central  Hull  Angling  Association,  haa 
bad  a  good  catch  of  thirty-eix  fish,  the  heaviest  scaling  a 
little  over  lib.  Mr.  George  Thompson  has  also  bad  a 
catoh  of  171b.  of  roach  from  near  Brigham ;  Messrs. 
W.  J.  Barker  and  S.  Davis  have  also  shown  a  good 


sample  of  fish  from  the  same  district ;  some  good  roach 
have  also  been  taken  at  Wilfholme,  Hull  Bridge,  and  aa 
low  down  the  river  aa  Wawneferry  and  Cicey,  where  Mr. 
J.  Cheeseman,  fishing  with  paste,  has  this  week  tecured  a 
few  fish,  the  best  scaling  lib.  2oz.  Amongst  the  beat 
specimens  shown  at  the  varioas  angling  ciabs  duriLg  the 
past  week  from  the  top  stretches  have  been  a  roach  of 
lib.  8ur,.,  by  Mr.  J.  Smith  ;  lib.  5|  ;z.,  by  Mr.  W.  Prance ; 
lib.  4oz.,  by  Mr.  T.  Sanderson;  and  lib  3ioz,,  by  Mr. 
W.  J.  Barker  ;  Mr.  G.  W.  Schofield  has  aUo  had  a  nice 
sample  of  roach,  the  best  scaling  lib.  loz  ;  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Barker,  the  vice-president  of  the  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association,  haa  alao  secured 
some  good  fish  near  Hull  Bridge  with  paste.  The 
Market  Weighton  canal  is  now  in  far  better  condi- 
tion than  it  haa  been  for  some  time  back,  especially 
for  pike  fishing,  and  a  lively  bait  should  now  be  very 
tempting.  Odd  pike  have  been  met  with  on  the  Biver 
Hull,  the  best  fish  of  the  past  week  being  one  of  about 
5lb.  weight,  taken  by  Mr.  Fred  Steele.  On  Wednesday 
evening  last  the  Royal  Oak  A.S.  held  their  first  annual 
smoking  concert  at  headquarters,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  E.  Gray,  who  was  supported  in  the  vice-chair  by  Mr. 
Councillor  Torpey,  when  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent,  a  host  of  good  talent  enlivening  matters ; 
and  on  the  hat  going  round  for  the  local  War 
Fund  a  nice  little  sum  was  realised.  The  Clarence 
Angling  Association  fish  their  first  match  on  the  Biver 
Hull,  at  Weel  Ferry,  on  April  15 ;  and  the  Driffield 
Hearts  of  Oak  A.S.  open  their  season  on  April  14. 
Reports  from  the  Lincolnshire  side  of  the  River  Humber 
are  also  very  fair.  Both  pike,  roach,  and  perch  have  been 
furnisbiog  sport  on  the  river  Ladd,  at  Fulstow  and  the 
Lockend.  Some  of  our  local  anglers  also  paid  the  river 
Derwent  a  visit,  in  the  Wressle  district,  but  found  the 
waters  in  such  a  flooded  state  that  nothing  could  be 
attempted ;  but  reports  since  say  that  the  waters  are  bow 
subsiding  a  little,  and  in  better  condition. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  committee  of  the  Warrington  AngUng  Association, 
at  their  last  meeting,  transacted  a  lot  of  business. 
Amongst  other  items  were  applications  for  membership 
from  sixty-one  candidates.  The  rules  have  been  revised, 
and  the  draft  of  suggestions  approved.  To  encourage  the 
junior  members  prizes  are  to  be  offered  f  >r  specimen  fish. 
The  judges  appointed  for  season  1900  are  Messrs.  H.  Kent, 
W.  H.  Gandy,  and  J.  Bancroft.  Several  good  fish  have 
been  taken  from  the  Bollin  on  their  private  and  preserved 
length.  The  St.  Helens  anglers  have  just  iesaed  the 
report  and  balance  sheet  for  the  past  year,  and  an 
interesting  document  it  is.  This  is  an  organisation  a 
little  out  of  the  ordinary  run  of  clubs,  existing,  in 
fact,  for  promoting  excursions,  and  helping  on  every 
legitimate  effort '  to  promote  sport.  Beyond  a 
nominal  amount  to  cover  sundry  expenses  there 
is  not  a  subscription  enforced.  All  prizes  are 
voluntary,  and  the  one  idea  is  let  us  have  fishing. 
To-day  the  Tyldesley  and  District  Angling  Asscciation 
are  due  at  Aatley  to  wind  up  the  present  coarse  fithing 
season  with  a  match  on  the  Bridgewater  canal.  A  little 
further  on  the  Stanley  Arms  Angling  Society  are  similarly 
engaged  in  the  same  canal  at  Butts.  At  Leigh,  on  Satur- 
day last,  the  same  canal  received  300  river  roach,  dace,  and 
chub,  being  the  second  and  last  in  that  district  for  the 
present  season.  The  upper  reaches  of  the  Ribble, 
governed  by  the  Manchester  Anglers'  Association,  will  be 
opened  for  the  season  next  week-end.  It  is  a  noteworthy 
item  that,  owing  to  the  exceptionally  warm  winter,  hatching 
operations  in  the  association  hatchery  have  been  accom- 
plished in  about  four-fifths  of  the  usual  time.  The  results 
are  remarkably  good,  far  above  the  average,  and  there  ii 
an  amount  of  healthy  activity  both  with  the  fry  and  j  ear- 
lings  which  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  the  fishing  com- 
mittee, who  are  deeply  interested. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  third  social  evening  of  the  Union  Chapel  Angling 
Society  was  still  another  big  success.  "Our  Charlie" 
had  made  his  efforts  tend  to  the  pleasure  of  all  concerned. 
These  events  are  not  ordinary  "  harmonies."  Ladies  and 
friends  are  invited,  not  admitted  simply,  and  a  good  pro- 
gramme provided,  which  includes  "baccy"  and  good 
music  and  elocution.  That  under  notice  was  a  superior 
one.  The  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  received 
another  moiety  of  the  many  thousands  ordered  for  their 
waters  on  Tucbday  last,  consisting  of  500  fish,  assorted, 
and  which  were  transferred  to  their  waters  at  Irlam. 
They  expect  another  and  larger  consignment  on  Sattirday 
next  for  the  canal  at  Poynton.  It  is  an  open  secret 
that  the  executive  have  more  money  than  they  can 
spend  during  the  time  left  suitable  for  stocking. 
The  Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Manchester, 
have  arranged  a  match  for  to-day,  at  High-lane, 
under  the  style  of  Odds  v.  Evens.  After  the 
match  the  members  will  dine  together  at  the  Bull's  Head. 
The  Moss  Side  Socials  are  summoned  to  an  important 
meeting  on  Monday  next  at  headquarters.  The  secretary 
particularly  requests  a  good  muster  of  members  to 
dispose  of  urgent  business.  The  Biswick  and  District 
Angling  Society  are  due  at  Poynton  on  the  11th  to  fish 
a  wind  up  match.  Aa  the  weather  has  so  interfered  with 
sport  for  a  long  time,  the  committee  would  like  every 
member  to  put  in  an  appearance.  The  Worsley  Oan^ 
Fishery,  whose  headquarters  are  in  this  city,  have  ready 
for  isfcue  their  season's  tickets  for  1900.  For  the  con- 
venience of  their  members,  all  the  moat  useful  fares,  In 
connection  with  anglers'  privilege  tickets,  are  printed,  and 
the  stamps  of  the  various  railway  companies  attaohed,  ao 
that  the  railway  tickets  oan  be  obtained.  The  cover  of 
the  same  is  the  popular  "  khaki  "  colour,  and  the  btard 
hope  that  individuals  will  now  be  able  to  enjoy  all  the 
ooDoesaions  granted  to  anglera. 
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-A.3>J<3-IL-ErtS'  HOTELS,  DF^ISHinXTG    QXJ^RTEXIS.  &G. 


STANLEY  HOTEL, 
Stanley,  Perthshire. 

TAMES  S.  MOW  AT  begs  to  intimate  to  anglers 
and  the  i  nbllc  generally  that  he  has  taken  a 
lease  of  this  hotel,  formerly  known  as  the  Victoria 
May.  Many  improrements  are  being  made  both 
oatside  and  inside.  Xe  expense  is  being  spared 
on  the  refurnishing  and  decorations  to  make  it 
an  attractive  and  comfortable  Anglers'  Resort. 
Having  been  trained  to  the  business  in  several  of 
the  best  and  largest  hotels  in  the  kingdom,  he 
has  every  confidence,  from  his  experience,  that 
be  vrill  give  entire  satisfaction  to  his  patrons. 
Stanley  being  on  light  sandy  soil,  high  and 
bracing,  makes  it  an  attractive  health  resort. 
Fine  walks  along  the  banks  of  the  Tay.  Salmon 
and  trout  fishing  on  the  Tay,  by  the  day,  week, 
or  month,   Posting  in  all  its  branches. 

JAMES  S.  MOWAT, 

Stanley  Hotel,  Stanley,  Perthsbire. 

FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

GX.Eiri.TON,  FEBTHSHIBE. 

Si  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station 
and  2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay. 

This  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated  near  the  Famous 
PassofOlenlyon.  with  Mineral  Well.  Oood  salmon 
fishing  on  tbe  Biver  Lyon.  Opens  on  Jan.  15. 
Excellent  New  Golf  Course  adjoining  the  Hotel. 

Billiards.)   Posting.    Post  and  Telegraph  OiBoe 

wo  minutes'  walk. 

PAUL  B.  MAOPHAIL,  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL,  LOCH  NESS. 

Re-dtcoraUd  and  mott  Comfortably  Re-furnished 
throughout.    Electric  light. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  Is  most  beantlfnlly  sitaated, 
overlooking  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Trout  Fishing 
on  Biver  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farraline.  Boats  for  use  of  visitors.  Terms 
moderate.  S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor 


SALMON  FISHING 


For  Boats,  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISEY,  Killin  Hotel. 


SALUTATION  HO  I  EL,  Carsphairn,  N.B. 

Land,  of  the  'Wen  of  the  Moss  Hagga. 

^PLENDID  TKOUTING  in  Deucb,  Ken,  ard 
O  tributaries;  free  to  visitors  to  Hotel. 
Salmon  fishing  within  four  miles.  Lochs  Doon, 
Harrow,  and  Dungeon,  within  easy  driving 
diiitaace  Teunis  green.  Post  ard  telegraph  con- 
venient. House  recently  rebuilt.  E^ery  modern 
convenience.    Terms  mof^prate.  Posting. 

Mas  MITCHELL,  Proprietress. 

SHANNON&LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE,  IRELAND. 

OST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 

Qrilfie,  ar  d  Trout  fishing  in  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river,  and  lake,  at  this  station ;  also  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  In  private  cottatre  close  to 
rlTtr.  .Expenwep,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland,  on  application  to  S.  J.  Hurley,  KiUaloe. 
CO.  Clare,  Ireland,  N.B.— The  Green  Drake  sfaaon  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  in  May,  when  the  big 
trout  are  about  In  thouAan^B. 


M 


CORBY  BRIDGE  HOTEL, 

WETHERAL,  CUMBERLAND. 

QALMON  anii  TROUT  FISHING  in 
^  Eiver  Eden.  Nominal  charge  to 
visitors. — Apply  Jos.  Daviks,  Proprietor. 

PLOUGH  HOTEL, 

LoDgparish,  near  Wbitchurcb,  Hants., 

rpHIS  Hotel,  which  atlords  such  excellent 
J.  accommodation  to  those  fiHblnf;  the  Biver 
T»Bt,  is  under  new  management,  and  Is  situatPd 
In  one  of  the  prettiest  villages  in  tbe  county,  close 
to  church,  railway,  post  and  telegraph  office, 
and  has  been  newly  furnished  throughout.  Excel- 
lent cuisine,       H  T.  S(;HI10I)E11.  Proprietor. 

'Late  Chief  Steward  of  Orient  Line.) 

WHY  GO  TO  FRANCE  ? 

The  TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near   KINGSBRIDGE,    S.  DEVON. 

BOABDRBH,  Including  bed  and  attendance 
7b  fA.  per  day,  from  Nov.  I  to  March  81. 
WEKK-DAY  KIrtlJINO  for  Pike,  Perch,  and 
Badd,  Including  boats  and  bait,  Free  to  Visitor*, 
rire  ooacbts  leave  tbe  bot«l  daily. 

W.  VICKERT,  ProprUtor. 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

'ymS  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beantifully  situated 
in  the  besrt  of  Hob  Boy's  country,  Glergyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being 
in  close  proximity,  and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unpurpassed.  The  flsbing  is  free  on  Loch  Katrine. 
Loc  Chon.  and  several  bill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel;  excellent  boats  and  erpflric  ced 
hoatmen  are  kent.  The  hotel  is  rep'ete  with  every  comfort,  nnd  is  reached  bv  way  of  Callander  and 
Tropsachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  loversnaid,  or 
by  Aberfoyle  and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  bfing  a  full  service  of  coaches  and 
steamers  by  these  routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DOITALD  FEBOUSOK,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 


FISHING  SEASON  BEGINS  on  MARCH  1. 


Rooms  and  Boats  now  being  booked. 

Last  year,  best  basket  on  the  Lake,  with  fly,  forty-tliree  fish,  37|lb. 
on  the  rivers,  37  fish. 


Post  and  Telegraph  Address  : 

HOTEL,   LAKE   VYRNWY,  OSWESTRY 


FREE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Commencing  March  1st. 

YISITORS  staying  at  the  PORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL,  SOUTH 

WALES,  have  four  miles  of  the  Teifi,  which  is  noted  for  its  fishing:  strictly 
reserved.  Also  about  ten  miles  of  free  brook  fishing,  within  easy  walking  distance. 
Splendid  drives.  Fourteen  miles  from  Newquay  on  Cardigan  Bay.  On  G.W.R. 
Posting  and  Billiards.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 

TRANSVAAL  WAR  FUND. 

f/f//////////////f /////////////////////////////. 

MALCOM  &  CO., 

I*ractical  Waterproofers, 

3,  GREEN  ST.,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C., 

Will  sell  during  the  present  month  the  stock  of 

OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 

From  19,  Leicester  Square,  W.C., 

CONSISTING  OF 

RODS,  FLIES,  TACKLE,  &c. 


25  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  will  be  given 
to  the  Fund  for 

OUR  SOLDIERS'  WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS. 


Each  purchaser  will  post  amount  of  his  contpibution 

to  the  Fund. 


NOW  READY.— THIRD  EDITION. 

A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

By   ootswolid    isys,  n^c.^. 

Price  ONE  SHILLING,  in  neat  cloth  binding. 

London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTELi 

DULVERTON. 

/^VEE  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tariff  and  full 
particulars  of 

J.  A.  MOTLE,  Proprietor.. 


FIVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TEOUl 
FISHING  EIVERS  (Exe  and  Barle)  fef 
TO  VISITORS  Btayirg  at  the  Carnarvon  Am. 
Family  Hotel,  Dulverton  Station  (G  W.E.)  Als 
central  for  hind  hunting.   Hunters  for  Hire. 

C.  W.  Neldee,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  OBOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W,  Main  Lino) 

HOTEL  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  ^ 
the  Golf  Links,  sea  coast  adjoins,  eicellei; 
bathing.  Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoinii.i 
Lake  and  Biver  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lak, 
Bodorgan;  all  best  for  sport  In  the  early  month- 
Trap  from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  a 
included  in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  Oi 
request.  T.  J.  COTTEELL,  Proprietor 


The  SWAN  HOTEL, 

Staines  Bridge,  Staines. 

GST  pleasantly  situated  on  the  bankr 
of  the  Thames.    The  best  reach  on 
the  Thames  for  TROUT.    Season  com 
menoes  April  1.    Punts  and  Boats  to  Let 
Gk>od  stabling. 

A.  BURROW.  ProBrietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL 

Eggesford,  N.  Devon. 

(Four  and  three-quarter  hours  from  London.) 

TWENTY  MILES  of  excellent  FISHING,  Fro 
to  Hotel  Guests  only,  on  Mid  TawandLitll 
Dart.  Bivers  recently  re-stocked.  Moderate  ir 
elusive  tariff  on  application. 

E.  P.  MAESHALL,  Proprietor. 
Season  commences  March  1. 


A  OEABBSXira  OZrT  BOOK. 

6b.  not,  olarst  roui,  gilt,  lUnatrated. 

London  in  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee, 

By  E.  0.  00*K  and  £.  T.  OoOK,  M.A. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"  Sir  Henry  PoTt9onby  U  commandtf 
by  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  DarUnttf 
'  for  a  copy  of  hin  Handbook. 
I    "Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
" f or."— *r(<t*A  Weekly.  "Farsupenor 
ordinary  guides."— London  Daily  ChronicU. 


"A  BRILLIANT  BOOK."-The  Timet 

Every  Visitor  to  London  should  use 

I  OMnOM  SECOND  EDITIOK 
L  \  J  IN      V-IIN        ENLARGED,  6«. 

and    Kc^ok?m'a*  24  Maps  fc  Plan. 
ENVIRONS.      60  Illustratiom 
Most  emphatically  tops  them  all. " — BaUyOn 
Llangollen— Darlinoton  k  Oo. 
London— SiHPKiN,  Marshall  ft  Co.,  Ltd 
The  Railway  Bookstall  and  all  BookseUen. 


Visitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton,  EadWioume 
HoatingK,  Uiuh,  Wells,  Wosiern-suiier-Mrire,  Mii 
vom,  worceKtiir,  UloucuBter,  l.landruidoil  Well 
Rhyl,  Llondudno,  Colwyn  Boy,  BoUwHycoud,  l.lai 
ifolli'n,  Bttla,  IJolKoUy,  Uamioutli.  AberyKtwyil 
Cncoioth.  Pwlllinli,  VVyo  Valley,  Severn  Viillf) 
Ubannol  IslandH,  and  Isle  of  Wigjit.  ahould  Mr- 
IJarlington'H  Handbooks,  Is.  e»oh.  List  Post  Frci 
Oarliugton  &  Co  ,  Llaugolion. 
Loudon :  8IMPKIN,  MARSHALL  A  CO.,  Ltd 

PHOTOGRAPHS.— BeauUful  Pbotograpba 
of  Bccnory,  Kulii«,  Ac.,  in  Italy.  Oroooe.  Turkey. 
Palentino,  and  Ugypt:  alxo  North  Wales,  U.K.  M. 
and  2s.  Complete  List  Post  Free. 

DABLINOTOM  «  00.,  LLANOOLLSM. 
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FROM  NORFOLK. 
The  weather  still  ho'd^  cold  and  miserable  and  the  wind 
will  not  ehift  from  the  Xorth-East,  so  that  fishing  ia  not 
by  any  means  enj  ^yable  or  profitable,  exoeot  on  a  few  of 
the  best  of  private  wa'ers.  On  some  of  these  marvellous 
catches  have  b^en  made.  On  Friday  last,  aftT  several 
hoars  of  waiting,  a  eentleman  to  )k  three  pike,  261b.,  241b., 
and  161b.  in  throe  snoceesive  oists,  and  also  took  a  few  other 
fair  fish  up  to  91b.  each.  Another  party  of  two  rods  had 
fiftefn  fish,  largest  101b  ,  on  the  same  day.  On  Saturday 
another  angler  had  a  fi-<h  of  231b.  and  a  f«w  smaller  ones. 
To-day  a  centleman  fiRhins  on  S  >uth  Walsham  Broad,  had 
three  fi-h,  the  largest  101b.  I  have  just  been  able  to 
verify  the  weight  of  a  fish  taken  a  fortrli^ht  ago  and 
which  weighed  311b.,  one  of  the  best  fish  that  has  been 
killed  in  this  district  for  many  years.  It  was  a  renarkably 
shirt,  thick,  well-fed  fish.    The  broads  are  only  just 

?;ettin£[  into  condition,  while  the  rivers  a'"e  in  srood  order 
or  winder  riacbing.  The  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
Tare  and  Bare  Preservation  Society  was  held  on  Monday 
last  at  the  Bell  Hotel,  Norwich.  The  repirt  and  bilance- 
sheet  for  the  year  were  adopted,  the  litter  showing  a 
balance  in  hand  of  £I00.  Sir  Chirlea  Gilman  was 
nnanitnonsly  elected  president  for  the  ensuing  year,  most 
of  the  oth^r  officers  of  the  society  being  re-elected. 
Messrs  C.  J.  Ore^ne  and  A.  J.  Rudd  as  secretaries,  Mr. 
Cbittock  as  solicitor,  and  Messrs.  Aldis  and  Brittain  as 
,  aniitors. 

i  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

'  The  Trent  has  fined  down  more  rapidly  than  had  been 
anticipated,  and  anglers  hive  been  out  in  fores.  Roach 
have  shown  the  best  and  most  sport,  and  it  is  noteworthy 
that  the  fish  are  in  the  pink  of  condition.  At  Shardlow 
fair  bags  have  been  secured  by  members  of  the  Wellington 
8  ciety,  ar  dirnproved  takes  have  come  to  hand  from  B  irton, 
B  eston,  and  Clifton.  At  the  last  named  place  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  E.  Bayley  ran  and  landed  several  pike,  heaviest)  6^1b.  ; 
and  on  the  same  day  a  brace  of  about  131b.  fell  to  the 
attractions  of  the  livebiit  at  Stoke.  Here,  too,  Mr.  G. 
Lowe  has  of  late  excelled,  using  worm  amongst  roach  and 
chub.  Mr.  W.  Cozon  has  again  distinituished  himself 
amongst  roach  at  Cal^ick,  creeling  over  thirty  on  Saturday 
afternoon  ;  and  scares  of  roach,  though  on  the  smiU  side, 
have  be' n  t-iken  off  the  sand  bfdj  above  and  below  our 
City  Trent  Bridge.  There  waa  a  general  run  on  pike  baits 
on  Wedneediy,  and  fish,  it  seems,  were  killed  on  various 
pirts  of  the  river.  They  are  not  so  forward  as  regards 
spawning,  as  many  anglers  would  imagine.  Granted  no 
further  rain  or  snow,  the  liver  will  be  in  grand  ply  for 
chubbinsr  with  greaves  and  pith  and  brains  to-day  (Satur- 
day). Matches  are  to  be  decided  before  the  close  season 
steps  in  next  Friday. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
Although  the  weather  hss  been  more  agreeable  of  late, 
it  is  yet  cold,  and  the  temperature  of  the  rivers  in  this 
district,  owing  to  the  snow  water  from  the  hitls  in  Mont- 
gomeryshire, is  still  low.  The  streams  are  nearly  down  to 
thnr  normal  level,  but  the  greenish  hue  of  the  water  does 
not  favour  sport.  In  the  early  part  o^  last  March  pike 
fishers  were  capturing  big  specimens,  but  the  few  fisher- 
men who  have  been  out  have  had  ill  succBs  this  year. 
Ih?  pike  are  now  seekiag  the  shallows  and  the  m)utbs  of 
small  streams  for  spawning  purposes,  and  they  are  more 
easily  captured  than  at  any  other  peiiod.  Their 
destruction  is  warrantable  in  the  interests  of  other  species. 
There  is  p!eaty  of  good  pike  fishing  to  be  obtained  in  the 
still  waters  in  Shropshire,  and,  therefore,  very  few 
anglers  indeed  would  take  it  seriously  to  heart  if  no  pike 
whatever  were  left  in  the  Severn  or  in  its  tributaries 
Trout  fishing  opened  in  this  district  on  the  2nd  inst.,  but 
conditions  have  been  so  unfavourable  that  no  anglers  have 
been  out;  nor  wUl  it  be  wor:h  while  to  use  the  spinning 
tactile  till  the  weather  ia  warmer  and  the  fish  have  regained 
condition,  which  will  not  be  till  the  snow  broth  has 
disappeared. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  my  last  notes  we  have  been  blessed  with  dry 
weather,  and  the  flood  has  passed  away  very  rapidly.  The 
water  is  still  high  and  has  a  small  amount  of  colour  in  it, 
but  will  be  in  good  order  in  a  couple  of  days  if  the  fining 
prccess  goes  on  as  rapidly  as  it  has  don  s  daring  the  last 
forty-eight  hours.  The  wind  has  been  cold  ;  still  some  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  had  good  pport  among  the  chub 
and  roach.  Pith  and  brains,  woim  i,  and  paste  were  auc- 
cssfnl  as  bait^.  Some  very  nice  perch  were  also  taken 
with  the  red  worm.  A  fine  brace  of  the  latter  were  also 
taken  in  one  of  the  nets  in  the  S*vern  ;  they  weighed  4|lb. 
A  few  trout  were  exhibited  yesterday,  but  they  were  net 
in  condition,  and  it  was  a  pity  to  bring  them  away  from 
the  water.  Several  have  tried  for  pike,  but  I  have  only 
heard  of  three  sma  1  ones  being  taken.  A  lot  of  club 
members  will  try  their  luck  between  this  and  the  15th 
iDit.,  when  the  close  season  commences. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
By  reason  of  the  rains  and  floods  angling  has  been  a 
blapk  jnat  lat-ly.  Rivers  overfl  iwed  th-^ir  banks,  aid 
whilst  rod  men  have  letn  deprived  of  their  pastime,  the 
owners  and  occdpierrt  or  farm  landi  have  suffered,  mmy  of 
them  both  inconvenience  and  loss.  Tne  streams  hive  run 
down  considerably  since  the  end  of  last  week,  and  have 
cleared  somewhat  gradually  this  week,  getting  into  th.)ir 
n'jrmal  condition.  With  the  persistent  presence  of  bleak 
weather,  however,  such  as  baa  latterly  been  experienced, 
inglers  are  not  likely  to  go  forth  into  the  country  in  any 
?reat  numbers.  The  north  wind  has  proved  most 
tenacious,  and  the  settled  gloom  prevailing  from  day  to 
lay,  with  never  a  gleam  of  snnsbine,  has  anything  but 
I  cheering  effect.  The  soil  re^  aires  frost  to  put 
t  in  order,  and  sunny  days  would  be  generally 
weloome.    Unless  the  present  tjp3  of  weather  indicates  a 


cold,  wet  spring,  we  may  reasonably  look  forward  to  a 
favourable  change  by  the  2let.  March  did  not  come 
in  like  a  lion  and  it  may  not  go  out  like  a  lamb.  We 
shall  have  some  sort  of  weather  when  the  trout  fisher 
buckles  on  bis  armour ;  let  us  hope  lit  will  be  the  right 
sort. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents. 1 


ENGLISH  COAST  r.BFBNCE-A  GOOD 
SUGGBSnON. 
[To  the  Editor  of  the  Birmingham  Daily  Argus  '] 

Sir, — Some  eight  years  ago  I  wrote  the  War  OflSce 
through  an  influential  quarter  as  to  the  defence  of  the 
vulnerable  portions  of  our  coast.  In  a  few  words,  my 
proposition  was  to  construct  a  railway  on  Her  Mrtjesty's 
foreshore,  piercing;  the  various  headlands  with  s  dings  in 
the  tunnels,  in  which  armour-clad  trains  could  be  Icoited, 
armed  with  short-range  quick-firing  shrapnel  guns.  In 
time  of  peice  these  lines  could  pay  themselves  by  inter- 
traffic  between  the  various  watering  places.  In  times  of 
war  the  rapidity  of  concentration  of  trains  and  the  speed 
with  which  tbey  could  retire  to  shelter  in  order  to  re-arm 
would  render  it  an  absolute  impnssibility  for  any  landing 
to  be  effected.  This  communication,  with  plans,  was  duly 
acknowledged  by  the  War  Office  authorities,  and  remains 
doubtless  docketed. 

With  reference  to  officers'  badges  in  action,  I  suggested 
that  the  same  should  be  affixed  to  their  backs,  seeing  that 
the  enemy  would  not  be  likely  to  spot  them,  whereas  their 
own  men  ould  see  who  were  leading  them.  Our  recant 
war  experience  has  fully  shown  that  neither  British  officers 
nor  their  equally  plucky  privates  are  likely  to  turn  their 
backs  on  a  foe. — Yours  truly,  W.  H.  Lucas. 


THA.MES  PROFESSIONAL  FISHERMEN. 
Dear  Sir, — Please  use  your  influence  in  the  interests 
of  anglers  to  discountenance  the  unsportsmanlike  practice 
on  the  part  of  a  few  of  the  Thames  professional  fishermen 
who,  in  the  absence  of  customers,  angle  for  and  sell  the 
fish  that  should  be  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  their 
patrons. 

It  ought  not  to  be  necessary  to  point  out  the  suicidal 
effects  of  such  a  policy ;  but,  failing  argument,  it  should 
be  possible  to  pat  sufficient  prtssure  on  the  offenders  to 
convince  them  that  their  own  interests  are  best  secured  by 
conserving  the  sp  )rt  for  those  who  employ  theo. 

I  hive  just  returned  from  an  unsuccessful  fishing 
expedition  to  Twickeaham,  where,  notwithstanding  the 
disturb  jd  state  of  the  water,  the  bream  have  been  feeding 
freely  during  the  last  few  weeks.  To-day,  although  the 
weather  and  water  were  all  that  could  be  desired,  one 
small  bream  rewarded  my  efforts. 

Knowing  that  the  fish  existed  ia  numbers  in  the  par- 
ticular spot  selected,  and  having  had  sport  on  consecutive 
weeks  of  ten  and  a  dozen  good  fish,  including  a  fine  tench 
of  Silh.  (all  but  a  few  specimens  returned  to  the  water),  I 
felt  something  must  be  wrong,  and  my  inquiries  elicited 
the  statement  from  the  local  fisherman  that  a  professional 
fisherman  had  been  fishing  the  spot  for  two  or  three  days 
previously,  taking  on  the  first  day  571b.  weight  of  bream, 
and  a  large  number  on  the  following  day.  It  seems  that 
the  fish  filled  three  pails,  and  were  offered  for  sale  at  Id. 
and  2d.  each. 

If  my  information  is  incorrect  I  hope  to  be  corrected, 
but  should  be  failing  in  my  duty  to  brother  anglers  in  not 
bringing  the  facts  to  your  notice. — Your  truly, 

J.  Jeffreys. 

6,  Montague  Villas,  Richmond  Hill,  S.W. 

MR.  ROLT'S  QUEER  FISH. 
Dear  Sir, — .Apropos  of  the  quaint  fish  mentioned  by 
Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  in  last  week'a  Fishing  Oazette,  I  remember 
happening  upcB  some  curious  slimy  fish  in  a  fishmonger's 
tank  in  Germany.  They  had  the  apoearance  of  carp,  but 
lacked  scales.  They  also  had  a  world- weary  and  battered 
air,  which  moved  me  to  make  inquiries.  I  was  informed 
that  for  the  "  convenience  of  customers  "  the  p^or  brutes 
had  been  soiled  and  replaced  in  the  tank  alive  !  This 
exceedingly  cruel  operation  did  not  seem  to  have  materially 
impaired  their  vitality,  and  through  it  all  they  remained 
carp.  Perhaps  the  Weybridge  phenomenon  had  lost  most 
of  its  scales  in  an  accident  (a  mill  wheel  might  have  been 
able  to  remove  them),  without  losing  its  capacity  to  live. 
The  slime  would,  no  doubt,  be  due  to  nature's  healing 
process  Would  the  scales  ever  grow  again  ? — Yours 
faithfully,    H.  T.  S. 

THE  YORKSHIRE  FISHERY  BOARD. 
Dear  Sir, — The  report  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board  annual  meeting  is  even  more  interesting  than  usual. 
How  can  gentlemen  of  position  and  sportsmen  sit  and 
prate  about  the  improvement  of  salmon  fisheries  when 
they  owe  ihiir  very  existence  as  a  body  to  the  Is.  trout 
licences,  the  great  proportion  of  which  are  p  lid  for  by 
working  men,  who  do  not  fish  for  trout,  and  do  not  want 
to? 

The  only  useful  return  the  10,000  odd  licence  holders 
get  for  their  money  is  the  distribution  of  a  few  yearling 
or  two-year-old  trout  among  various  societies  in  the 
district. 

If  I  remember  rightly,  it  cost  £50  in  the  preceding 
year.  Amongst  the  clubs  granted  trout  this  Ee>80n  I  see 
the  D.iffi  Id  Argling  Club.  If,  as  I  take  it,  this  means 
the  famous  Driffield  trout  stream  club,  it  seems  strange 
to  give  from  public  fands  to  stock  a  stream  strictly 


restricted  to  the  use  of  a  few  members,  and,  perhaps,  the 
most  excluiive  in  England.  Surely  tlie  D  A  C.  or  its 
members  should  pay  for  their  own  sport — they  can  well 
afford  it.  I  cannot  speak  for  the  other  clubs  named, 
except  one  j  but  certainly  none  of  the  trout  should  be 
given  to  put  in  waters  unless  open  to  the  pubbc,  who  have 
to  pay  for  them. 

It  was  stated  that  the  watching  had  improved  the 
fishing.    I  do  not  thii  k  it  has. 

The  bailiffs  are  quit«  ui-elets  as  watchers — not  from  any 
neglect  of  theirs,  mind  ;  but  because  if  there  were  twenty 
times  as  mat  y  there  would  not  be  enough  to  guard  the 
extent  of  wat'-r  under  the  board,  and  besides,  private  club 
waters  are  w»-ll  watched  as  a  rule  and  waters  open  to  the 
public  are  taken  care  of  by  the  local  angling  or  preserva- 
tion societies. 

The  utility  of  the  bailiffs  is  confined  to  enforcing  the 
licence. 

I  was  pleased  to  read  that  one  member  acknowledged 
the  unfair  use  to  which  the  fands  of  the  board  were  put, 
under  the  sanction  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  — Yours 
truly,    G.  Pkaeson. 

Hull. 

HERON  AND  RAT. 

Dear  Sib, — There  is  nothing  unusual  in  a  heron  eating 
a  rat,  but  to  allow  himself  to  b3  kill-d  by  the  animal  must 
be  a  very  uncommon  occurrence.  I  have  before  now  shot 
a  heron  at  my  ponds,  thinking  he  was  stealing  the  fish,  and 
on  opening  him  have  four  d  a  rat  in  his  crop.  Thev  will  eat 
frogs,  rats,  mice,  and  birds,  as  well  as  fish.  They  are 
decidedly  fond  of  eels,  and  there  is  an  old  fctory  in  some 
natural  history  books  of  an  eel  killing  a  heron.  The  bird 
struck  his  beak  through  the  fish,  which  then  twisted  itself 
round  his  neck,  tightened  the  grip,  and  strangled  him. 
Ospreys  are  sometimes  drowned  by  being  dragged  under 
water  when  they  strike  a  fish  that  is  too  heavy  for  them.— 
Yours  truly,  J.  J.  Aemistead. 

Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries. 

FISHING  QUARTERS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  qus'-y  of  "  Split  Cane  "  in 
last  issue  of  your  paper  for  fishing  qoarters,  might  I 
recommend  the  peaceful  shores  and  islands  of  the  webtem 
or  Kinlough  end  of  Lough  Melvin  as  a  holiday  resort, 
where  angling  is  free  to  the  fair  fisherman  for  salmon, 
gillaroo,  brown  trout,  and  Salmo  ferox  ?  This  lake  is 
acknowledged  by  anglers  to  be  the  most  general  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  as  good  sport  can  be  had  from  open  to 
close,  under  reasonable  weather  conditions,  with  natural 
and  artificial  fiie'.  Cheap  and  comfortable  lodgings  can 
be  had  beside  the  lake.  If  he  communicates  with  me, 
being  an  acknowledged  correspondent  of  the  Fishing 
Oazette,  owner  of  boats,  and  professional  fisherman,  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  furnish  all  required  information 
regarding  fishing,  &b. — Yours  truly,      P.  Gallagher. 

Rossfriar,  Kiidough,  co.  Leitrim. 


SCOTCH  FISHING  QUARTERS. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  of  an  hotel 
or  very  good  lodgings  in  Scotland  (not  too  far  north) 
where  ladies  will  be  really  comfortable,  and  at  which  I  can 
get  somi^  first-rate  sea  trout  fishing  in  river  and  loch, 
where  minnow  is  used  as  well  as  the  fly,  fur  May,  June, 
July,  and  August,  or  part  of  that  time  ? 

I  should  like  to  get  tome  grouse  shooting,  and,  cf  course, 
should  not  object  to  pay  for  this  or  some  good  private 
water.  To  save  time,  letters  8tanip<«d  and  addressed  to 
me,  care  of  "  Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,"  will  be  for- 
warded, and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  for  any  information. 
—Yours  truly,  Subscriber. 

SOLWAY  FISHERIES,  DUMFRIES. 
Dear  Mr.  Editor, — I  see  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  24  you 
have  an  interesting  chapter  on  the  fish  cultural  establish- 
ment at  Saint- Denis-le-Ferment,  ia  referring  to  which  yon 
say,  "  I  have  never  seen  eels  advertised  in  an  Esj^Ush 
piscicnlture  list."  I  have  sold  eels  for  years,  both  when 
at  Troutdale,  in  Cumberland,  and  here  at  the  Solway 
Fishery  ;  and  if  you  refer  to  page  10  of  our  catalogue  you 
will  find  them  duly  recorded  there,  and  prices  ranging 
from  30s.  to  40s  per  hundred.  Mr.  A.  Scott,  the  director 
of  the  French  establishment  was  formerly  a  pupil  here, 
which  may  account  for  the  eels  He  is  the  second  of  our 
pupils  who  has  found  a  good  opening  "  in  the  sunny  land 
of  France,"  and  we  wish  him  well.  We  have  two  at 
pr<;s3nt  in  South  Africa,  others  in  Amerioi  and  elsewhere. 
— I  am,  yours  faithfully,    J.  J.  Armistead. 

A  VERY  CURIOUS  FIS3. 
Dear  Sir, — A  written  defo  iption  of  a  fish  is  scarcely  a 
guide  to  its  species.  I  should  imagine,  however,  that  the 
carp  mentioned  last  week  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  is  a  mirror 
carp.  I  understard  that  Mr.  Locke  King's  water  holds 
pike  of  medium  size.  As  the  mirror  caip  is  not  indigenous 
to  this  country,  it  is  probable  that  the  one  mentioned  by 
Mr  Rolt  formed  part  of  the  contents  of  the  bait  can  of 
an  angler  who  fished  there,  and  at  tte  finish  of  his  day 
turned  bis  surplus  baits  into  the  water  The  tize  cf 
the  fitth  is  nothing  remarkable  ;  Grei-n,  of  Coveui  Garden, 
has  had  them  up  to  51b.  in  weight. — Yours  truly, 

  G.  E.  SiMMS. 

AN  ANGLER'S  BOOK. 
Dear  Mr.  Editor,— Next  to  his  rod  and  tackle,  a 
fisherman's  b  loks  are  among  his  grra'est  treasures.  In 
them  he  fi^ds  solace  and  keen  pleasure  at  times  and 
seasons  when  the  pursuit  of  his  hobby  at  the  waterside  is 
not  to  be.  In  them  he  hopes  to  find  "  tips  "  that  in  the 
near  future  may  bring  more  fish  to  his  creel ;  in  them, 
again,  he  finds  inteUectual  pleasures  equal  to  those 
afforded  by  the  literature  of  any  other  subject,  aye,  and 
more. 
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Now,  as  a  janior  angler,  I  am  wishful  for  (roidance  in 
the  matter  of  books.  I  should  like  to  know  what  are  the 
best  books — the  older  works  more  esppcially — to  add  to 
one's  bookshelves.  To  this  end  I  should  like  to  suggest 
to  you,  Mr.  Editor,  that  it  would  be  moat  useful  if, we 
could  have  a  snries  of  articles  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
similar  to  Mr.  Yal  Coneon's  recent  valuable  contributions, 
but  devot«d  to  those  l^poka  which  are  useful  and  worth 
acquiring  from  an  angling  standpoint. 

One  receives  many  catalogues  of  books,  and  these 
include  innumerable  works  devoted  to  angling,  and  it 
would  be  useful  to  know  which  are  the  golden  grains  to 
add  to  our  store.  I  have  the  Bibliotheca  Fiscatoria,  but 
I  do  not  find  that  it  affords  me  the  information  I  am  in 
want  of. 

I  think  that  such  a  series  of  articles  as  I  have  ventured 
to  suggest  -would  prove  acceptable  to  many  of  the  sup- 
portare  of  your  most  excellent  and  useful  publication. — 
Tours  truly,  ___        Junior  Angler. 

HOW  TO  SOFTEN  WADERS. 

Dea^b  Sir. — I  have  a  pair  of  fishing  stockings  that  have 
become  very  hard  and  stiff  from  not  being  used  for  a  long 
time.  Can  you  tell  me  through  the  Fishing  Gazette  what 
will  soften  them,  and  oblige  ? — Tours,  &o.,  To. 

[Pill  them  with  warm  water,  and  then  you  will  see  if 
the  rubber  has  perished  or  not. — Ed.] 


HBU  MAJESTT  ACr'EPTS  MR.  H.  BRION'S 
MODEL  OP  COUNTRT  BOUND  LADT8MITH. 

Windsor  Castle,  March  2.  1900, 
Captain  Ponsonby  is  commanded  by  the  Queen  to 
thank  Mr.  Henry  P.  Brion  for  his  beautifully  executed 
model  of  the  country  round  Ladysmith,  which  he  has  been 
good  enough  to  forward  for  Her  Majesty's  acceptance. 

RIVER  AND  LOCK  KEEPERS'  DINNER. 

SiE, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  announce  through 
your  columns  the  receipt  of  the  following  sums  towards 
the  above  since  vour  issue  of  Peb.  24  : 

The  Field,  '21s.  ;  T.  W.  Gomm,  10a. ;  Anglers' 
Association,  21s. ;  Brentford  and  District  Angling 
Society,  Ss. ;  New  Albion  Piscatorials,  5s.  ;  Sundial 
Angling  Society,  2a.  6d.  ;  E.  Copoinger,  J.P.,  Ss. ;  M. 
Davenport,  C.C.,  J. P.,  5s. ;  W.  H.  Brewer,  5s. ;  Clapham 
Junction  Angling  Society,  Ss.  6d  ;  Waltonian,  Jubilee, 
Silver  Trout.  Greenwich,  Oi)bden.  Dalston,  Cosy, 
Collingwood,  North-East  Brothers,  Globe,  and  Queen's 
Pifcatorials,  29.  6d.  each ;  Friendship  Angling  Societv.  53. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Lawson,  L.C.C.,  president  of  the  T.A.P.S., 
has  kindly  consented  to  preeido  at  the  dinner  at  the 
Criterion  on  Thursday,  March  22,  at  6  30  p.m. — Tours 
faithfully,  H.  Whitmore  Higgins 

(Hon.  Sec.  Thames  .An^lins  Presorvation  Society). 

34,  Windsor-road,  N.I;  March  8, 1900. 


LIBS  AND  THINGS. 
Dbak  Sik, — To  the  man  in  the  street  the  angler  is,  in 
general,  little  more  than  a  strange  compound  of  folly  and 
falsehood,  and  yet,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  a  more  truthful 
man  than  your  angler  is  not  to  be  found.  As  to  the  folly 
of  bis  loved  pastime,  I  shall  say  nothing.  It  is  one  of 
those  fhings  on  which  mankind  have  always  differed,  and 
will  differ  till  the  trump  of  Michael  silences  all  tongues 
of  men.  Many  years  ago  I  came  across  a  short  story  of 
two  Greek  philosophers,  which  I  read  with  keen  delight 
at  the  time,  and  ever  love  to  recall,  and  which  is.  I  think, 
not  altogether  out  of  place  in  this  connection.  These  two 
fellows,  it  appears,  were  rolling  about  in  the  grass  by  the 
roadside  one  lovely  summer  day,  and  laughing  in  boisterous 
glee  at  their  own  quips  and  cranks,  when  suddenly  one 
of  them  sprang  into  a  decorous  sitting  posture  and 
aMumed  the  gravest  of  faces,  at  the  same  moment 
exclaiming,  "  Hush,  stop  laughing  man,  /  see  a  fool 
coming."  Now,  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind 
that  your  true  fool,  that  creature  with  whom  gods 
and  men  contend — for  his  own  good  and  enlightenment — 
in  vain,  is  as  little  fitted  to  judge  of  the  "  falsehood  "  of 
the  wise  as  of  their  "  folly,"  and  of  such  very  often  is  the 
man  in  the  street.  Tes  ;  this  irrepressible  critic  of  things 
in  general  very  often  ludicrously  fails  to  see  that  the 
hnmorous  extravagance  of  the  fishing  story  is  merely  the 
contemptuous  tribute  the  initiated  pay  to  the  dark 
ignorance  of  the  Philistine  outsider.  Of  course,  the 
extravagance  is  sometimes  so  outrageously  thick  as  to  defy 
baman  stupidity  to  mistake  it,  but  this  is  not  alnrays  so. 
Finding  himself  unable  to  feel  his  ground  in  such,  to  him, 
doubtful  cases,  the  man  in  the  street  therefore  takes 
refuge  in  invincible  incredulity,  and  brands  the  man  be 
fears  may  humbug  him  as  a  liar.  Such,  alas,  are  the  make- 
shifts ignorance  and  cowardice  will  sometimes  drive  poor 
weak  human  nature  to  resort  to  !  But  your  true  angler 
never  deceives  the  honest  modest  inquirer,  not  indeed  that 
that  matters  very  much  one  way  or  the  other  just  now. 
'The  "honest  modest  inquirer"  has  now  been  quite 
extinct  for  some  time  in  these  islanda. 

There  was  once  a  time,  however,  some  years  ago,  when 
one  oceuionally  came  across  a  man  whose  attitude 
towards  the  craft  was  that  of  kindly  ioterest  and  genial 
cariosity.  I  have  met  a  few  such,  and  always  did  what  I 
ooold  for  them  ;  but  it  if  remarkable  how  soon  a  teacher 
or  instructor,  in  the  case  of  certain  crafts,  finds  that 
to  make  bii  meaning  clear  and  bis  work  lasting, 
a  dash — a  very  pronounced  dash  sometimes — of — 
well — exaggeration  is  absolutely  indispensable.  To  the 
austere  mentor  of  invincible  integtiiy  this  discovery 
is  sometimes  trying  enough  ;  but,  speaking  for 
myself,  I  never  scrupled  to  siusritioe  evorytlimg  to 
successful  eff ■  ct.  "  Ton  will  observe,  sir,"  began  a  fellow 
onee,  as  be  was  showing  me  a  fine  specimen  or  the  frigate 
bird  (set  up,  of  coarse),  "  that  this  creature  has  no  legs," 
th«a,  after  a  pans*,  he  added,  "  at  laaat  they  are  so  snort 


as  to,  &<s."  That  man  was  a  geniag  in  his  way.  He 
stuck  the  shortness  of  the  birds  legs  into  my  head  for 
ever,  he  knew  there  was  no  possibility  of  any  sane  person 
carrying  away  the  absutd  impression  his  first  lively  bit  of 
extravagance  conveyed,  and  even  his  qualification  at  the 
end  was  not  necessary  except  as  a  convention il 
concession.  Sometimes  this  qualification  should  be 
left  out.  The  true  artist  wiU  see  when  this 
should  be  done,  and  won't  hesitate  to  do  it ;  but  let  him 
look  round  first  and  see  no  fool  is  within  hearing,  other- 
wise he  stands  a  chance  of  being  stigmatised  as  a  liar.  All 
impressions  fade  in  time,  though  they  may  not  necessarily 
totally  disappear ;  and  to  produce  a  fairly  correct  mental  pic- 
ture, which  shall  be  permanent  somewhat,  it  is  necessary  to 
lay  on  the  colours  at  first  very  thick  indeed.  Maoaulay  wrote 
history  in  this  way,  he  says.  I  once  killed,  to  my  own 
astonishment  I  confess,  a  fine  trout  over  31b.  in  weight  in 
a  pond,  or  rather  bog  hole,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  not 
more  than  40yd8.  or  50yds.  square.  I  was  sent  to  try  the 
place  by  a  local  shoemaker — the  master  angler  of  the  place 
— and  he  assured  me  there  were  fish  in  it  quite  up  to  lOlb. 
Unnecessary  to  say,  speaking  to  my  honest  shoemaker,  my 
words  on  the  subject  of  my  catch  were  weighed  in  the 
balances  of  tru*h ;  but  when,  on  a  subsequent  occasion, 
a  passing  countryman  was  pleased  to  stop  and  express  his 
surprise  at  my  fishing  a  place  like  that,  the  whole  situation 
was  changed.  I  discovered  he  was  no  angler,  and  how  did 
I  know  that  "over  31b.  "  would  convey  to  his  untrained 
ears  what  the  phrase  did  to  the  shoemaker's.  It  was 
necessary  above  all  to  be  perfectly  intelligible,  if  possible, 
and  I  wanted  the  man  to  know  there  were  large  trout 
there,  and  that  I  was  not  so  big  a  fool  as  he  seemed 
to  think.  I  therefore  made  that  fish  "  half  a  stone,"  and 
his  astonished  gaze  told  me  at  once  I  had  done  my  work. 
He  could  carry  "  half  a  stone  "  for  years,  but  so  many 
pounds  lacked  definiteness,  and  would  quickly  fade. 
Besides,  it  was  not  what  I  actually  got  there  that  was  the 
point,  but  what  was  there,  and  in  giving  "half  a  stone  "  as 
a  specimen  I  knew  I  was  well  within  the  mark.  The 
man,  in  fact,  was  in  no  way  deceived.  Still,  if  he  were  to 
meet  my  shoemaker  a  day  or  two  after,  and  refer  to  the 
business,  he  might  think  and  say  things  when  he  learned 
the  real  facts, 

I  notice  a  correspondent  thinks  that  dapping  rods 
should  be  shown  at  fishery  exhibitions,  and  says  that  when 
inquiring  for  such  rods  he  is  sometimes  shown  a  roach 
pole.  Dapijing  of  late  years  has  become  very  popular  both 
with  ourselves  and  visitors  from  over  beyant,  and  I  am 
told  that  many  of  the  latter  come  provided  with  the 
roach  pole,  and  that  some  of  the  old  hands  think  it  not 
such  a  bad  sort  of  rod  at  all.  I  never  saw  a  roach  pole 
myself,  so  can  say  nothing,  bat  I  have  dapped  more  or 
less  for  years,  and  in  my  opinion  the  ideal  dappirg  rod  is 
not  so  easy  to  evolve.  Nothing  is  more  delightful  than  to 
dap  with  an  lift,  or  12ft.  ordinary  trout  rod  on  some  of 
our  big  lakes  when  the  whoppers  are  moving,  but  then  a 
storm  is  indispensable.  On  light  days  a  long  rod  is 
necessary  to  keep  the  fly  sufficiently  far  away 
from  the  boat,  but  there  are  men  who  won't  dap  at  all  on 
light  days,  vowing  it  is  but  vanity  and  labour  in  vain  as 
the  fish,  evfnif  on  the  rise,  won't  let  you  near  enough. 
Lakes  differ  in  this  respect  however.  I  work  myself  with 
a  16ft.  light  salmon  rod,  which  dees  indifferently  well. 
It  would  not  be  spoiled,  however,  were  it  an  ounce  or  two 
lighter.  On  rough  days  I  wish  it  were  4ft  or  5ft.  shorter, 
though  of  course  it  does  not  really  matter  in  the  end.  On 
very  light  days  I  could  wish  it  longer,  though  it  is  very 
seldom  indeed  that  the  difference  between,  say,  19ft.  and 
16ft.,  wonld  mean  the  difference  between  a  fish  and  no 
fish.  Three  da;  b  out  of  four  it  does  all  right.  On  the 
whole  I  am  inclined  to  think  a  light  16ft.  or  15ft.  rod  best 
meets  the  case,  or  a  14ft.  one  with  4ft.  of  detachable 
bamboo  extra  butt.  Never,  however,  dap  with  a  rod  that 
at  all  embarrasses  you  by  its  length  or  prevents  you 
manipulating  your  "  dap  "  with  rapifity  and  dexterity,  for 
a  good  fish  may  at  any  moment  rise  some  dista.nce  away 
from  your  fly  in  such  a  position  that  you  have  only  a  frac- 
tion of  a  second  in  which  to  drop  your  dap  over  him  before 
the  boat  is  on  him  or  past  him,  and  the  chance  lost. 
Dapping  I  regard  as  the  crown  and  consummation  of  all 
human  delight,  but  I  quarrel  with  no  man's  taste  in  this 
reepsct. 

"  Applegreen,"  I  see,  believes  in  eyed  hooks,  but 
invites  criticism.  He  gives  four  reasons  for  his  preference, 
and  no  doubt  there  is  much  in  them,  I  hope  he  will 
pardon  me  for  saying  I  am  not  quite  sore  that  I  fully 
follow  him  in  one  point.  He  remarks  that :  "  It  (the 
eyed  fly)  is  easier  and  quicker  to  change  on  the  river  bank, 
&c."  The  italics  are  mine,  and  I  am  taking  it  that 
"Applegreen"  only  fishes  one  fly.  If  that  is  so,  his 
position  is,  I  believe,  absolutely  unassailable.  I  simply 
am  of  opinion  that  no  man  in  his  senses  would  use  gut  flies 
if  he  knew  of  the  existeco?  of  eyed  ones,  always  provided 
that  he  only  fished  one  fly  at  a  time.  But  how  does 
"Applegreen"  propose  to  deal  with  eyed  "  droppers  ?  " 
I  alivays  fish  three  flies  myself,  except  when  I  hsh  four, 
and  were  I  compelled  to  use  eyed  flies  only,  over  all,  I 
should  go  mad  in  a  week.  To  have  to  suitably  rig  up  an 
eyed  fly  into  an  attachable  dropper  every  time  I  wanted 
to  change  would  be  entirely  too  much  for  me.  But  for  the 
single  fly  man  the  eyed  fly  easily  holds  the  field.  "  Apple- 
green ' '  also  says,  in  t  ffeot,  that  the  eyed  fly  lasts  the  longer, 
and  that  the  other  U  liable  to  part  at  the  head  if  "  put  away 
until  another  season,"  and  also  "  deteriorates  even  if 
unasod."  Most  undoubtedly  the  permanent  attachment 
of  gut  to  a  fly  is  a  misfortune,  and  he  who  can  show  us  how 
to  do  away  with  such  an  airangement  deserves  well  of  bis 
fellows.  But  let  us  give  the  gut  fair  play,  even  in  con 
demning  it.  I  have  no  wish,  or  rather  I  detest,  to  be  at 
all  hypercritical,  but  I  fail  to  see  how  a  gut  fly  can 
deteriorate  faster  than  an  eyed  one.  The  fly  proper  is  the 
same  thin^  in  both  coses.  Bo  much  wool,  featheri,  and  so 
on.  If  it  IS  meant  that  the  metal  eye  of  the  one  will  last 
longer  than  the  gut  of  the  other,  I  am  prepared  to  admits 


it,  thonghit  is  to  be  said  there  is  sucha  thing  as  rust  which 
wants  to  be  watched.  Still,  I  am  of  opinion  that  with  due 
precaution  gut  will  last  a  lifetime.  However,  let  that  pass, 
Sound  gut  never  decays  in  a  book,  till  at  last  it "  breaks  off 
at  the  head  of  the  fly  "  ;  at  least,  I  never  heard  of  such  a 
a  thing,  nor  do  I  see  why  it  should  perish  just  there  rather 
than  anywhere  else. 

Flies  continually  goat  the  head  as  the  result  of  the  wear 
and  tear  of  casting,  and  the  injury  wrought  by  struggling 
hooked  fish,  and  I  fling  away  scores  annually  which  are 
beyond  safe  use  from  these  causes  and  in  this  way.  But 
they  are  almost  invariably  beyond  use  from  another  cause. 
The  fly  proper  itself  is  well  nigh  torn  and  mauled  beyond  ' 
recognition.    No  doubt  one  has  now  and  then  to  makW 
away  with  a  "  gut  "  fly  which  is  still  quite  perfect  as  al 
lure,  or  nearly  so,  because  the  gut  is  no  longer  to  be] 
depended  on,  and  here  certainly  the  eyed  fly  scores,  BaV] 
on  the  whole  I  think  the  life  of  the  gut  fly  in  the  hands  of] 
a  good  man  is  quite  as  long  as  that  of  an  eyed  one,  Anj«] 
way,  I  hope  "  Applegreen ''  will  succeed  in  eliciting  soma] 
profitable  and  temperate  discussion  on  this  question, 
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28,659,  Pishing.  Patentee:  Mr,  A,  Kay,  Restalrif- 
terrace.  Leith,  relates  to  trawHne  gear. 
Otter  boards  are  fitted  with  an  adjastahla 
bracket,  to  the  top  of  ^ioh  the  headline  may 
be  fixed  to  enlarge  the  net  opening.  A 
second  rope  may  pass  from  one  board  to  the 
other  to  relieve  the  strain  on  the  headline. 
The  net  mouth  may  be  held  open  by  floatt 
coated  with  luminoas  paint. 

28,123,  Pishing.  Patentees :  Messrs.  J.  W.  Pearsofi 
and  W.  J,  Wood,  both  of  Cricklewood, 
relates  to  trawling  gear.  Improvements  e.ro 
described  whereby  a  horizontal  beam  ii 
dispensed  with.  To  the  wings  of  the  net  are 
attached  infiator  boards,  provided  at  their 
lower  ends,  in  order  to  make  them  self 
righting,  with  ballasted  spheres,  which  have 
replacable  wearing-shoes  for  contact  with  the 
sea  bottom.  The  forward  part  of  the  board 
naay  advantageoasly  have  vertical  corrngft- 
tions  on  its  inner  side.  Instead  of  an  infiator 
board  a  plain  beam  may  be  used.  The  poioti 
of  attachment  of  the  towing  chains  to  the 
board  or  beam  may  be  adjusted  in  order  to 
vary_  the  sheer  of  the  latter,  and  in  a  modi< 
fication  such  chains  are  connected  through 
springs  to  the  boards  or  beams  and  spheres. 
Part  of  the  net  next  the  board  or  beam  is 
covered  by  canvas,  which  is  pressed  outward 
and  inflates  the  net  nhen  in  motion, 
650.  Henri  Abel  Raimbault  and  Maurice  Tan  Tsen, 
Chancery-lane,  London.  "  Improvements  in 
and  relating  to  apparatus  for  storing  and 
conveying  fish,  chiefly  designed  for  use  is 
connection  with  fishing  smacks  and  the 
like." 

24,497.  Fishing.  Patentee:  Mr,  S.  Allcook,  Redditoh, 
relates  to  bait  cans.  To  secure  aeration 
without  splashing  the  can  is  fitted  with  a 
central  perforated  cylinder  extending  upwards 
to  the  lid  with  a  central  opening  fitting  over 
the  cylinder, 

21  955.  Fishing.  Patentees :  Messrs.  Boston  Deep 
Sea  Fishing  and  Ice  Co.  and  J.  Blomfield, 
both  of  Boston,  Lincolnshire,  relates  to  trawl- 
ing gear.  Trawl  boards  are  made  up  of  a  metal 
flange  on  wheel,  which  is  free  to  rotate  in  a 
peripheral  groove  on  a  boss,  to  which  the 
triangular  frame  is  fastened.  The  tow  rope 
is  attached  to  a  block,  which  can  be  adjusted 
between  racks.  In  a  modification  the  wheel 
is  mounted  upon  an  axle  attached  to  the 
centre  of  a  square  frame. 
2593,    Alfred  Gilley,  Co,  Limerick,  Ireland, 

the  improvement  in  the  construction 
fishing  rods,  the  jointing  thereof,  and  at( 
ments." 

18,496.  Fishing.  Patentees  :  Messrs.  F.  M.,  J.  H.,  and 
W.  H.  Bichard,  Guernsey,  Channel  Islands, 
relates  to  trawling  nets.  The  mouth  of  the 
net  is  made  with  a  trapping  flap,  which  is 
secured  by  its  front  edge  to  the  curved 
ground  rope,  and  by  its  sides  to  the  outer 
net.  The  back  edge  is  buoyed  up  by  floats 
made  up  in  the  form  of  a  rope.  Strings  prevent 
this  edge  from  rising  too  much  above  the 
bottom  of  the  net. 

23,100.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  Mr.  B.  Warner,  Hewall 
Works,  Redditoh,  Worcestershire,  relates  to 
tackle  cases.  A  number  of  similar  sheets  of 
parohmtut  or  paper,  &o,,  are  glued  or  fixed 
together  along  their  margins  so  as  to  form  a 
number  of  purse-like  pockets  for  the  reception 
of  hooks,  &c.  When  a  hook  is  required,  the 
top  sheet  may  be  torn  away  to  release  it. 
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Occasional  Notes. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  Doctor  of  Philosophy  on  Whisky. 

Would  Adam  have  drunk  whisky  if  he  had  had 
a  case  sent  to  him  for  notice  by  Messrs.  James 
Martin  and  Co.,  of  Leith,  in  Scotland,  with  a 
testimonial  from  Professor  Macadam  ?  The 
answer  (as  Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain  says  in  the 
House  of  Commons  when  he  means  yes)  is  in  the 
aflBrmative.  When  this  celebrated  firm  of  whisky 
merchants  wrote  to  me  recently  to  ask  if  I  should 
be  offended  if  they  sent  me  a  case  of  their 
"V.V.O.  special  liqueur  rare  old  Scotch 
whisky,"  I  replied  that  it  did  not  necessarily 
follow  that  I  should  be  offended,  for,  a,8  Walton 
says,  there  are  offences  taken  which  were  not 
given,  and  offences  given  which  are  not  taken,  but 
that  it  depended  on  the  whisky. 

This  is  esBentially  a  case  in  which  it  is  not 
sufficient  to  take  tne  case  in  the  spirit  in  which 
it  is  given,  you  are  compelled  also  to  take  the 


spirit  which  is  in  the  case,  and  if  it  is  good  spirit, 
as  it  unquestionably  is  in  this  particular  case, 
you  will  certainly  have  to  adjourn  the  case  for 
re-consideration,  unless  you  wish  a  judge  to 
settle  it  for  you,  in  which  case  the  case  which  was 
sent  you  for  trial  may  end  in  seven,  fourteen,  or 
twenty-one  days — it  depends  a  good  deal  on  the 
manner  in  which  you  have  construed  the  V.V.O. , 
to  mean  very  very  old,  or  vei-y  very  often,  or 
both.  The  moral  for  the  readers  of  the  F.  G. 
would  be — how  to  get  their  prepaid  subscriptions 
back. 

I  remember  once  being  quite  nonplussed  by  a 
whisky  query.  I  was  salmon  fishing  in  Scotland 
on  a  bitterly  cold  spring  day  with  two  friends,  and 
asked  the  young  lady  at  the  buffet  for  three 
whiskies.  "  WuU  ye  hae  nupps  or  glasses  ?  "  said 
she.  I  turned  to  my  Scotch  friend  with  a 
"  What's  that  ?  "  He  laughed,  and  said,  "  She 
means  will  we  have  small '  goes  '  or  large  ones." 
I  told  him  it  reminded  me  how  a  bonnie  damsel 
at  the  inn  at  .Weldon  Bridge  on  the  Coquet  had 
staggered  me  when  showing  me  my  bedroom,  by 
saying :  "  Wull  ye  sleep  in  blaankets  or  in 
sheets  ?  " 

But  to  return  to  Messrs.  Martin's  V.V.O. 
whisky  (some  of  my  readers  like  it  with  the  "  E," 
and  some  without;  but  it  is  equally  good  both 
ways).  When  I  told  them  they  might  do  as  they 
requested,  and  send  on  a  case  for  review,  they 
said  they  felt  greatly  honoured,  and  would  I  let 
them  know  a  day  or  two  before  the  notice 
appeared,  as  they  wished  to  order  five  hundred 
copies  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  containing  my  review 
to  send  broadcast.  I  do  not  know  Messrs.  James 
Martin  and  Co.  personally,  but  I  concluded  they 
must  be  experienced  anglers,  with  great  faith  in 
their  own  whisky — or  very  little  in  my  judgment 
— like  an  Irish  subscriber  to  the  Fishing  Gazette 
who  wrote  to  me  to  say  he  was  rather  hard  up, 
and  might  he  send  me  a  salmon  instead  of  his 
subscription?  I  said  he  might,  and  he  did — a 
lanky,  black  old  kelt  done  up  in  brown  paper, 
looking  as  if  it  had  been  kicked  over  from 
Ireland. 

Coming  back  to  the  subject  of  my  review, 
suppose  Messrs.  Martin's  V.V.O.  had  proved  to  be 
as  bad  as  it  is  good,  and  they  had  scattered  five 
hundred  copies  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  notice  of  it 
broadcast !  Why,  it  would  have  ruined  their  busi- 
ness. In  the  interests  of  my  readers  I  am  obliged 
to  carefully  and  conscientiously  test  cases  of  whisky 
sent  to  me.  Many  years  ago  I  made  Messrs. 
Jopp's  fine  whisky  so  famous  that  they  had  to 
give  up  advertising  it.  It  is  like  the  hotel  keepers 
with  good  fishing  for  their  guests  ;  if  they  get  a 
notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  they  write  to  say 
"  Please  withdraw  my  advertisement,  as  they  are 
fighting  for  the  beds."  Then  there  was  that 
famous  "  Dunripple  "  blend ;  I  believe  Mr.  Watson, 
of  Inverness,  has  retired  from  business,  and  taken 
a  salmon  river.  Then  there  was  Patterson's ; 
why,  after  my  notice  of  their  whisky  they  went 
INTO  liquidation  ! 

I  headed  these  notes  "  A  Doctor  of  Philosophy 
on  Whisky,"  and  as  I  am  not  a  Doctor  of 
Philosophy,  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding  I 

?[uote,  with  full  agreement  with  all  he  says,  the 
ollowing : 

Report  of  Analysis  by  Dr.  Stevenson 
Macadam. 

Analytical  Laboratory,  Surgeonn'  Hall, 

Edinburgh,  April  27,  1887. 
"  I  have  made  careful  chemical  analysis  of 
three  samples  of  ^Martin's  Whiskies.'  These  I 
have  found  to  befulhj  matured,  to  be  free  from 
contamination  with  fusel  oil  and  other  dele- 
ieriou*  compounds,  and  to  be  of  the  highest 
quality  of  spirits.  They  are  thoroughly  whole- 
some and  palatable  whiskies." 

(Signed)    Stevenson  Macadam,  Ph.D.,  ^c, 
Lecturer  in  Chemittry. 

Of  course,  whisky,  however  good  it  may  be, 
should  be  taken  in  moderation,  but  it  is  the 
vile  stuff  sold  as  whisky  which  does  so  much 
harm,  and  it  would  be  a  fine  thing  if  our  food 
inspectors  looked  after  the  adulteration  of  spirits 
as  carefully  as  they  do  after  milk. 


The  hon.  sec.  of  the  Gowy  Fishing  Club  can 
thoroughly  recommend  a  river  keeper,  who  is 
leaving  through  no  fault.  Thorough  knowledge 
of  fish  hatching  and  rearing,  netting,  &c.,  and 
ability  to  look  after  a  small  game  preserve  if 
required.  Apply  to  T.  W.  E.  Moreton,  Esq., 
Tarvin,  Chester. 


Splendid  Results  of  Shad  Culture  in 
America. 

About  twenty  years  ago  the  Americans  began 
in  earnest  to  cultivate  the  American  shad  (Alosa, 
sapidissima).  I  have  frequently  referred  to  these 
experiments  in  the  i^.  G.  Mr.  Fred  Mather,*  who  has 
eaten  our  European  shad  ((Jlupeu  alosa  vulgaris), 
as  well  as  the  Americian  fish,  says  that  the  latter 
is  the  better  table  fish.  The  fact  is  that  those 
who  like  shad  like  it,  and  those  who  do  not  say  it 
is  worse  than  a  pincushion  stuffed  with  pins  and 
sawdust.  Anyhow,  it  is  a  fish  of  great  market 
value  in  America,  where  the  government  fish 
breeding  establishments  have  succeeded  in  re- 
stocking many  east  coast  rivers  with  it,  and  also 
transplanting  it  to  rivers  of  the  Pacific  coast 
where  it  was  formerly  unknown,  but  is  now  found 
from  Alaska  to  Mexico,  the  money  value  of  the 
annual  shad  fisheries  of  the  United  States  being 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  sterling  now, 
whereas  this  fish  appeared  doomed  to  extinction  in 
America  twenty  years  ago !  The  shad  has  become 
practically  extinct  in  the  Thames  and  Severn,  and 
threatens  to  become  so  in  the  Rhine,  where  the 
annual  takes  of  "  mai  fisch  "  or  May  fish,  as  the 
shad  is  called  in  Germany,  were  formerly  very 
lai-ge.  I  hope  that  Mr.  Moreton  Frewen  may 
succeed  in  his  proposed  experiment  of  introducing 
thg  American  shad  into  British  waters.  The  shad 
lives  and  feeds  in  the  sea,  only  ascending  rivers  to 
spawn. 

Until  the  two  hundred  million  gallons  of  liquid 
poison  now  poured  into  the  Thames  every  twenty- 
four  hours  at  Barking  and  Crosness  have  the 
poison  eliminated,  I  have  no  hope  that  migratory 
fish  will  thrive  in  the  Thames.  But  the^London 
County  Council  talks  of  effecting  this  improve- 
ment, and  if  they  succeed  we  may  again  see 
Thames  shad  and  Thames  flounders,  and  even 
Thames  salmon  again.  Then,  perhaps,  again  will 
come  up  from  the  sea  the  great  army  of  young 
eels,  elvers — eel  fry  as  they  are  called — as  formerly, 
and  the  lamperns. 


Mr.  John  Paterson,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
killed  an  181b.  salmon  on  the  Wye  below  Here- 
ford on  March  10.  What  a  grand  river  for 
salmon  the  Wye  is,  and  yet  it  is  so  badly  treated 
that  it  yields  very  little  ! 


In  another  column  I  have  noticed  the  fishing 
tackle  exhibits  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  West- 
minster. The  display,  although  not  so  large  as 
on  some  former  occasions,  is  a  very  good  one  as 
far  as  it  goes,  and  well  worth  a  visit  or  two.  I 
spent  some  hours  there  very  pleasantly  last 
Tuesday,  and  hope  to  go  again. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


EVERY  BOY   AND  MAN  SHOULD 
LEAEN  TO  USE  THE  EIFLE. 


Messrs.  Everett  and  Co.,  42,  Essex-street, 
Strand,  will  publish  immediately,  at  the  price  of 
Is.,  an  illustrated  work  by  Mr.  W.  W.  Greener, 
entitled  "  Sharpshooting  for  Sport  and  War." 

"  Rifle  shooting  is  to-day  a  subject  of  supreme 
importance  to  every  Briton,  for  only  by  general 
proficiency  in  the  use  of  the  best  weapon  can  the 
empire  be  maintained  and  the  national  safety 
secured.  Any  man  may  easily  become  an  efficient 
marksman  at  his  own  leisure.  If  everyone  does 
so,  conscription — with  the  many  evils  attendant 
upon  compulsory  military  service — may  be  avoided. 
It  is  for  the  citizen  to  decide  whether  he  will  make 
the  acquisition  of  the  necessary  art  the  pleasure 
of  his  idle  hours,  or,  by  neglecting  it,  render  all 
his  countrymen  liable  to  the  toil  of  the  camp  and 
drudgery  of  the  barracks,  even  in  times  of  peace. 

"  The  object  of  this  book  is  to  supply  such 
information  respecting  the  rifle  and  its  uses  as 
may  induce  those  accustomed  to  the  shot  gun  to 

*  Since  these  lines  were  written  I  maoh  regret  to  hear 
from  America  that  genial  Fred  Mather  is  dead.— B.  B.  M 
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obtain  sport  and  recreation  from  an  arm  of  greater 
precision :  to  direct  those  who  do  not  shoot  at  all 
to  the  practice  of  the  most  interesting  amusement 
the  century  offers,  and  to  help  the  experienced 
shot  to  a  fuller  appreciation  of  the  most  scientific 
weapon  of  any  age.  Throughout  technical  matters 
are  treated  in  popular  language,  and  in  an  intro- 
ductory preface,  Mr.  Wirt  Gerrare,  the  author  of 
"  A  Bibliography  of  Guns  and  Shooting,"  points 
out  the  part  the  armed  civilian  has  played  in  past 
history,  and  shows  that  to-day  it  is  the  weapon 
that  makes  the  soldier." 


NINTH    ANNUAL  FISHERIES 
HIBITION  AT  THE  ROYAL 
AQUARIUM. 


EX- 


The  fact  that  many  of  the  exhibitors  in  the 
Yachting  Exhibition  are  continuing  to  show 
during  the  Fisheries  certainly  adds  to  the 
attractions  of  the  affair  generally,  and  we  con- 
gratulate Mr.  M.  J.  G.  Ritchie,  the  organising 
manager,  on  the  result,  which  is  bettter  than  we 
expected  in  view  of  the  absence  of  so  many 
thousands  of  our  best  sportsmen  in  South  Africa. 

What  becomes  of  all  the  thousands  of  rods  and 
reels,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  flies,  which 
are  made  every  year  ?  The  fishing  tackle  makers 
assure  us  that  their  stocks  are  renewed  every 
season,  and  it  must  be  so  or  they  would  not  get  a 
living.  Sorne  such  thought  must  occur  to  every 
angler  who  enters  the  Aquarium,  and  sees  again 
the  familiar  forests  of  rods  in  every  direction. 

MR.  DAVID  SLATER, 
of  Newark-on- Trent. 
The  first  to  meet  the  eye  is  the  stand  of  Mr. 
David  Slater,  of  Newark-on-Trent,  and  I  was  glad 
to  find  Mr.  Slater  himself  in  the  midst  of  his  pets. 
Whether  it  is  a  rod  or  a  reel,  Mr.  Slater  always 
bandies  it  as  if  he  loved  it.  "  What  can  you  want 
better  than  that  ?  "  is  a  favourite  expression  of 
his,  and  certainly  he  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  the 
many  pood  things  he  manufactures.  He  thinks 
he  has  improved  on  the  method  of  securing  the 
spindle  to  the  back  of  his  Nottingham  reels.  He 
showed  me  an  aluminium  Nottingham  reel,  and 
also  trout  and  salmon  reels  of  aluminium,  in 
which  the  objectionable  glare  is  done  away  with  by 
bronzing,  so  that  it  is  not  until  you  take  hold  of 
the  reel  and  feel  how  light  it  is  that  you  discover 
it  is  not  brass.  His  Sin.  bronzed  aluminium  salmon 
reel  at  353.,  with  guaranteed  hard  steel  cogs,  is  excel- 
lent for  a  light  salmon  or  grilse  rod.  For  trout 
fishing  I  have  never  used  any  reel  I  like  better 
than  his  "  Fly  Fisher,"  which  is  made  in  two 
sizes,  with  silent  check  action — the  noisy  check 
can  also  be  had  if  desired.  For  sea  fishing, 
Slater's  6in.  reel  called  "  The  Future,"  at  £1  Is., 
is  in  great  demand.  A  few  years  ago  his  4in. 
patent  "  Combination  Ordinary  Nottingham " 
winch,  made  of  best  seasoned  walnut,  with 
optional  check,  &c.,  sold  for  £1  10s.  Now  you 
can  get  the  same  reel  for  half  a  guinea.  For  a 
few  of  his  customers  he  makes  an  ebonite  and 
metal  sea  reel  at  £2  lOs.  In  rods  he  has  his 
usual  fine  show,  his  latest  pattern  being  a  12ft. 
general  rod  with  an  extra  butt,  shorter  by  two 
feet  than  the  other,  which  converts  the  rod  into 
one  for  boat  or  punt  fishing,  or  ledgering.  I  like 
this  rod  greatly.  The  price,  with  all  the  best 
fittings,  kc,  is  £1  lOa.  The  ring  on  the  longer 
butt  is  madfe  so  that  you  can  slip  the  line  into  it, 
so  either  butt  can  be  used  or  changed  without 
taking  the  line  out  of  the  rings. 

MR.  F.  J.  OGDEN  SMITH, 
of  Twickenham. 
Mr.  Smith's  modest  little  stand  is  at  the  left 
end  of  the  building.  He  talis  me  he  has  a 
constant  demand  for  his  ij'.i  .3s.  combination  rod, 
which  is  made  of  whole  cane,  and  makes  up  into 
twelve  distinct  rods  by  the  interchange  of  butts 
and  tops  and  middle  joints.  I  have  used  one 
now  for  two  seasons  with  great  satisfaction.  He 
has  improved  the  grip  of  his  fly  rods  by  covering 
the  winch  fittings  so  that  they  cannot  gall  the 
hand,  thereby  undoubtedly  saving  bis  customers 
much  waste  of  skin  and  bad  language.  I  see 
Mr.  A.  Wynne  Corrie,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
has  very  kindly  allowed  him  to  show  the  power- 
ful 1 1ft.  whole  cane  rod  on  which  Mr.  Corrie's  son, 
twelve  years  of  age,  killed  several  grilse  and  a 


salmon  nearly  161b.  in  weight  after  an  hour's 
fight. 

An  excellent  punt  rod  for  6s.  is  made  by  Mr. 
Ogden  Smith.  One  of  his  customers  killed  an  111b. 
pike  on  one  of  them  recently.  All  anglers  who 
use  floats  should  see  his  little  "  Lifebelt  Porcu- 
pines." They  are  first-rate ;  his  own  invention, 
the  result  of  practical  experience.  Set  up  by 
him  is  a  great  carp  taken  at  Stan  well  Moor,  a  fish 
of  201b.,  and  probably  patriarchal  age.  There  is, 
Mr.  Smith  says,  some  mystery  as  to  how  it  was 
taken,  but  there  is  none  about  its  weight.  He 
tells  me  that  in  addition  t  j  the  increase  of  bream 
at  Twickenham,  of  late  perch  have'  become  fairly 
plentiful,  fish  up  to  21b.  being  taken.  Very  few 
lamperns  have  been  seen,  but  just  enough  to 
swear  by.   

THE  ARMT  AND  NAVY  CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY. 

The  manager  of  the  society's  fishing  tackle 
department  told  me  when  taking  me  round  their 
fine  exhibit  that  he  had  sent  out  25,000  tickets 
again  to  their  customers.  This  ought  to  be  good 
for  all  the  exhibitors.  They  get  their  sea  fishing 
gear  from  Mr.  Wm.  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  and 
find  an  increasing  sale  for  it;   Mr.  Hearder's 


Ogden  and  Scotford's  Reel  Box. 

name  is  a  guarantee  in  itself  Tarpon  outfits  are 
to  be  seen  here,  and  very  light  and  strong  two 
joint  rods  made  of  Ringol  cane,  used  in  tank 
fishing  in  India.  I  told  the  manager  I  thought 
they  would  make  first-rate  pike  rods,  properly 
fitted  up  for  the  purpose.  The  show  of  flies  of 
all  kinds  is  exceptionally  good,  nearly  all  Mr. 
Halford's  patterns,  including  spent  Gnat  Olives, 
and  hackled  Red  Spinners,  on  eyed  hoolss. 
Ronalds'  and  Pratt's  patterns  on  gut,  and  sea 
trout,  loch  trout,  and  salmon  flies — swarms  of 
them,  and  all  "  made  on  the  premises." 

The  society  imports  its  gut  direct  from  Spain, 
and  one  of  the  most  novel  things  in  the  place  is 
their  exhibit  of  the  silkworm  from  the  egg  to  the 
drawn  gut  cast.  Their  3yd.  undrawn  gut  casts  at 
I  Is.  each  are  first-rate.  The  craze  for  khaki  colour 
has  not  escaped  the  fishing  tackle  trade,  and  the 
A.  and  N.C.S.  supply  fly  and  other  rods  in 
khaki  colour ;  the  manager  told  me  tl  at  they 
have  sent  out  a  good  many  fishing  rods,  chiefly 
for  spinning,  to  our  officers  in  ,S.  Africa. 


Okikntai.  Bookh  formerly  Isauod  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Oo.,  now 
publlHbed  by  Sanipnon  I>ow,  MarRton  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunntan's  Hou»e,  Fetter-luDe,  London,  PubllnhorH  to  the  India 
OfBc^  — A  OATALOeUK  of  thege  Text  Bookn,  Olaan  Rooki),  His- 
lorlei).  and  Indian  OoTemment  Puhllnatlonn  oun  he  had  on 
■  ppIlbC^I'in 


"■SRS.  HARDY  BROTHERS, 
of  Alnwick. 

(Branchfc.  Mall, London;  Moult-street, 

Manchesi,,  "Mth  St.  David-street, 

Of  course,  Messrs.  juci,  a  grand  show, 

cela  va  sans  dire.  Tho'^'  '  .  ane  rods  are 
marvels  of  sound  ^ork;  let,  :;o  man  ever  condemn 
split  cane  until  he  has  tried  n  "  T^ardy." 
Then  in  the  best  of  picked  gi  "^Hey 
reproduce  the  various  brands  of  rods  ,^ 
made  themselves  a  name  in  split  cane.  1  , 
to  have  a  chat  with  Mr.  Hardy  again ;  he  teU^ 
that  they  have  an  increasing  demand  for  salmo. 
rods  16ft.  6in.  in  length.  This  extra  6in.  makes  a 
wonderful  difference ;  and  whereas  the  usual  12in. 
difference  between  a  16ft.  and  a  17ft.  may  be  too 
much,  the  16ft.  6in.  is  often  just  the  thing. 

Anglers  who  can  do  the  Spey  cast  will  be 
interested  to  hear  that  Messrs.  Hardy  have  a 
17  ft.  3in.  split  cane  specially  for  the  Spey  cast. 
It  is  double  built,  and  costs  £9  10s.  61.  The 
Spey  rod  as  made  on  the  Spey  specially  for  that 
famous  and  fascinating  cast,  is  a  rod  sui  generis ; 
I  have  never  seen  any  quite  like  it.  It  is  impossible 
to  get  much  idea  of  the  action  of  a  big  rod  at  the 
Aquarium,  but  as  far  as  I  could  judge  Mr.  Hard 'a 
new  rod  ought  to  lift  a  line  well  and  roll  it  out 
nicely.  Since  the  use  of  the  oil  bottle  came  in  I 
find  that  one  can  use  the  Spey  cast  with  a  small 
fly,  and  fish  it  dry. 

Perhaps  the  finest  workmanship  ever  put  into 
any  rod  is  to  be  seen — partly,  for  most  of  the 
work  is  invisible — in  Hardy's  15-guinea  "Non- 
agonal"  steel  centre.  In  this  double-built  rod 
there  are  first  nine  fctrips  of  cane  in  the  centre, 
then  nine  strips  round  those,  so  that  there  are 
no  less  than  sixty-seven  pieces  in  one  rod. 
Whether  there  is  any  advantage  to  the  purchaser 
or  to  Messrs.  Hardy  is,  I  think,  very  doubtful. 
As  an  all-round  rod  probably  there  is  no  more 
useful  or  popular  split  cane  salmon  rod  than  that 
made  by  Messrs.  Hardj  to  the  pattern  given  them 
by  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Kelson. 

A  rod  of  16ft.  6in  ,  with  steel  centre,  struck  me 
as  being  of  very  nice  balance;  and  a  lovely  15ft. 
grilse  rod  I  tried  would  make  a  young  lady  salmon 
angler  happy. 

And  for  a  still  younger  lady  there  is  a  little 
gem  of  a  trout  rod  85ft.,  of  split  cane,  weighing 
only  4foz.  It  seems  incredible,  but  the  delicate 
top  joiut  is  composed  of  six  pieces  of  cane  right 
to  the  top  ring. 

The  salmon  rod  for  spinning  and  prawning 
which  Messrs.  Hardy  sell  most  of  is  the  "Mur- 
doch," to  which  I  have  often  called  attention 

In  sea  reels,  one  of  the  best  in  every  way  that 
I  have  ever  seen  is  the  "  Alnwick  Sea  Reel," 
entirely  ventilating,  6in.  in  diameter,  price 
233.  6d. — one  of  the  cheapest  and  best  things 
Messrs.  Hardy  have  ever  produced. 

Tarpon  anglers  should  see  the  new  Hardy 
tarpon  reel,  which  has  a  very  powerful  lever,  and 
would  require  some  nerve  to  handle  properly,  as 
you  can  put  on  such  pressure  as  to  stop  any  pull, 
and  to  do  that  might  mean  smashing  the  rod  or 
line  or  hold  in  the  fish. 

For  mahseer  fishing  they  now  fit  a  special 
break  to  their  grand  Silex  reel,  not  so  powerful 
as  the  tarpon  lever,  "but  probably  all  that  is 
rpquired.   


MESSRS. 


OGDEN  AND  SCOTFORD, 
of  Cheltenham. 


Anglers  who  take  care  of  a  good  reel  and  line 
as  it  deserves  will  welcome  the  new  strong  and 
cheap  oak  reel  boxes  made  by  this  firm;  the 
ooxes  are  lined,  and  much  cheaper  than  the 
leather  cases  usually  used.  I  tried  at  their  stall 
a  rod  which  seemed  to  be  excellent — a  double 
built  steel  centre  split  cane,  I5ft.  6in.  in  length, 
price  £8  83.  I  thought  it  had  a  particularly 
taking  action.  ^  Then  at  £4  lOa.  a  single  built 
14ft.  split  cane  seemed  made  for  a  lady  or  for  sea 
trout  fishing.  Other  split  canes  of  which  I  liked 
the  action  were  a  10ft.  6in.  at  £3  .3s.,  and  a  12ft. 
at  £3  158. 

Pike  and  sea  anglers  should  certainly  have  a 
look  at  this  firm's  new  15s.  rod  for  pike  or  sea 
fishing.  It  is  very  strong,  and  yet  very  light,  and 
just  the  thing  for  casting  a  big  live  bait  or  a  sea 
line  and  lead.  Such  rods  can  scarcely  be  too  stiff, 
provided  they  are  not  heavy,  and  have  a  certain 
amount  of  spring  in  the  top  part. 
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The  10ft.  two  top.  double  brazed,  cork  handle, 
greenheart  and  whole  cane  rods  of  this  firm  are 
also  well  worth  a  trial.  They  have  some  nice 
flies.  Their  big  March  Browns  reminded  me  of 
the  big  pattern  of  this  fly  which  my  old  friend, 
the  late  Mr.  T.  Andrews,  of  Guildford,  used  to  be 
80  fond  of.   

MR.  HENRY  A.  MURTON, 
of  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Before  referring  to  the  capital  show  which  Mr. 
Murton  has  sent  to  London  I  should  like  to  call 
attention  to  his  "  Angler's  Guide  to  the  North 
Country  and  Borderland."  I  believe  I  have  done 
so  before,  but  it  is  worth  making  a  special  note  of 
by  all  those  who  are  wondering  where  to  go  for 
an  angling  holiday  this  season.    The  map  of  the 


78.  6d.,  and  the  20ft.  greenheart  salmon  rod, 
at  45s..  are  exceptionally  good  value  for  the  money. 
Mr.  Murton  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  get 
hold  of  some  good  hickory,  and  makes  a  salmon 
rod  of  it  at  558.  tJd.  Hickory  has  almost  gone 
out  as  a  wood  for  rods,  but  I  used  rods  made  of 
it  in  the  sixties  and  seventies  which  I  remember 
with  affection.  I  have  also  a  hickory  salmon  rod 
which  belonged  to  the  late  Francis  Francis,  and  a 
hickory  pike  rod  which  belonged  to  the  author  of 
"  Lorna  Doone."  But  greenheart,  taking  it  all 
round,  is  better  than  hickory  at  its  best.  Mr. 
Murton  has  a  nice  way  of  running  the  butt  of  his 
greenheart  into  an  ash  handle  or  grip,  which 
seems  to  me  a  good  idea,  as  the  ash  is  not  so 
slippery  in  the  grasp  as  polished  greenheart.  A 
16ft.  greenheai-t,  with  ash  grip  and  two  tops,  at 


fishing  pole,  and  angling  in  the  mechanical  fish 
pond  (manufactured  by  the  Mechanical  Fish 
Pond  Companyj  which  is  on  show  at  the 
exhibition  under  Mr.  Ramsbottom's  care.  It  is 
really  a  capital  game,  and  all  visitors  to  the 
exhibition  should  make  a  point  of  seeing  it  in 
action.  There  is  some  talk  of  getting  pennies  for 
the  FuJnn(j  fjuxette  Tobacco  Fund  by  charging 
for  the  use  of  a  rod  for  a  minute  or  so  until  a 
brace  or  two  of  fish  have  been  caught. 

Mr.  Ramsbottom's  father  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  fish  culture,  especially  salmon  culture, 
in  this  country.  He  stocked  the  Galway  river  for 
years,  and  took  salmon  eggs  out  to  New  Zealand. 
Mr.  R.  Ramsbottom  takes  great  interest  in  all 
matters  relating  to  fish  and  fishing,  and  says  that 
he  lives  in  hopes  of  getting  really  fine  undrawn 
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Border  district  given  with  it  is  an  excellent  one, 
and  then  you  have  about  twenty  pages  of  very 
useful  information  as  to  how  and  where  fishing 
can  be  obtained  in  all  this  romantic  district. 
The  description  of  the  Whitadder  makes  one 
long  to  go  there  again,  though  I  fear  the  fishing 
is  not  so  good  as  it  used  to  be. 

The  rest  of  the  book  is  an  extremely  well  got 
up  illustrated  list  of  Mr.  Murton's  goods  On 
page  44  is  a  cut  of  "  The  Sylvan  Stream  "  pattern 
trout  rod ;  on  page  33  "  The  Wansbeck  "  ditto ; 
these  really  good  rods,  as  well  as  the  "  Kilson  " 
greenheart  salmon  rod,  and  many  others  can  be 
Been  at  the  stand.  Mr.  Murton  makes  a  great 
feature  of  waterproof  coats,  waders,  &c.,  of  every 
kind,  and  these  are  all  illustrated  in  his  "  Angler's 
Guide."  Tyne  salmon  anglers  speak  well,  I  am 
told,  of  the  Murton  salmon  winch,  with  patent 
break  ;  to-  check  a  fish  you  simply  press  on  the 
reel  plate.    The  Tyneside  greenheart  fly  rod,  at 


308.,  is  a  fine  rod.  Mr.  Murton's  14ft.  split  cane 
is  £5  15s  He  has  a  good  display  of  "  Vacuum 
Dressed  "  lines,  and  also  shows  Messrs.  Fosters' 
special  "Acme"  lines,of  which  the  dressingis  much 
improved  lately.  In  salmon  casts  his  three-yard 
cast — half  twisted  and  half  single  gut,  and  fine 
stout  gut,  too — at  6s.  6d.,  is  excellent.  Other 
things  to  note  at  this  stall  are  the  "  Lochleven 
Box,"  the  "  Borderland  Fishing  Bag,"  and  the 
light  Khaki  "  Thorburn "  waterproof  coat,  the 
new  light  brogues,  and  capital  tea  lunch  baskets, 
just  the  thing  for  the  fishing  hut  or  boat,  with 
lamp,  kettle,  &c.   

MR.  R.  RAMSBOTTOM, 
of  81,  Market-street,  Manchester. 
I   was  very  glad    to  find  Mr.  Ramsbottom 
present,  as  well  as  his  courteous  manager.  For 
gut  Mr.  R.  has  a  reputation  extending  n-om  Pole 
to  Pole,  but  here  I  found  him  holding  a  miniature 


gut  produced  in  quantity.  At  present  it  is  almost 
unobtainable.  Mr.  R.  told  me  that  if  you  want 
to  be  certain  the  gut  you  are  buying  is  not  di'awn 
insist  upon  having  it  with  the  crinkled  and  curled 
up  ends  still  on  it.  He  has  some  grand  salmon 
and  trout  gut  on  show,  and  some  stout  sea  fishing 
gut  at  3s.  per  100  lengths  seemed  to  me  to  be  just 
made  for  pike  traces.   

MESSRS.  MALCOM  AND  CO., 
of  3,  Green-street,  Leicester-squai-e. 
The  first  thing  Mr.  Malcom  called  my  attention 
to  was  a  very  fine  waterproof  skin  coat,  with  all- 
wool  lining,  price  £6 — very  useful  for  anyone 
going  to  any  very  cold  district,  such  as  the  North 
Pole  or  the  Antarctic  regions.  The  "J.  P. 
Wheeldon  "  macintosh  is  interesting  as  being  the 
pattern  described  by  the  late  J.  P.  W.  as  "  the 
best  I  ever  had."  A  first-rate  waterproof  coat, 
beautifully  and  heavily  proofed  with  rubber,  is 
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the  "  Fear  Nought  Mac,"  price  45s.  It  has  the 
inner  cuff  suggested  many  years  ago  to  Mr. 
Malcom  by  Mr.  Francis  Francis.  The  trout 
angler  hates  a  heavy  waterproof  coat,  and  for 
him  was  designed,  and  by  him  will  be  appreciated, 
the  Malcom  Pocket  Macintosh,  price  15s.  6d.  Of 
waterproof  hats,  waders,  capes,  caps,  coats,  &c., 
the  firm  has  a  good  show,  and  I  have  always  found 
the  material  and  workmanship  of  goods  made  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malcom  (they  are  a  brace  of  keen 
anglers)  unsurpassed. 

MESSRS.  A.  CARTER  AND  CO., 
of  13T,  St.  John-etreet-road,  London. 
There  was  a  big  escape  of  gas  at  Messrs. 
Carter's  stall  when  I  got  there,  so  I  thought  I 
would  leave  it  to  the  last,  in  the  hope  that  they 
would  find  the  leak,  but  they  had  not  done  so, 
and  in  the  interests  of  the  J''.  G.  and  its  readers  I 
had  to  risk  being  blown  up  while  Mr.  Frank  Clay, 
Messrs.  Carter's  able  and  obliging  manager, 
explained  to  me  all  their  latest  inventions  and 
ideas. 

He  explained  that  they  have  at  last,  after 
spending  hundreds  of  pounds,  succeeded  in  carry- 
ing out  their  idea  of  having  a  tapering  tubular 
steel  centre  made  to  encase  in  their  split  cane 
rods.  The  tube  is  very  strong  and  very  light, 
and  perfect  in  theory.  Only  time  can  prove 
whether  the  tube  will  stand  and  prove  useful  in 
practice;  but,  judging  from  the  feel  of  rods 
fitted  with  it,  it  seems  to  me  it  has  a  great  future 
before  it.  Mr.  Clay  showed  me  two  rods  exactly 
alike  except  that  one  had  the  tapered  tube  centre 
and  the  other  had  not,  and  there  could  be  no 
question  as  to  the  gain  in  stiffness  and  power. 
Messrs.  Carter  also  show  the  American  all-steel 
rods,  both  telescopic  and  ordinary.  Visitors 
should  ask  to  see  a  bit  of  the  tapered  tempered 
steel  tube.  They  are  made  fine  enough  for  use  in 
a  fly  top !  I  tried  rods  of  the  following  lengths : 
10ft.,  14ft.,  and  16ft.,  and  all  seemed  to  bend 
evenly  and  well.    It  will  be  seen  from  this 


illustration  that  a  current  of  air  might  pass 
through  one  of  these  rods. 

Carter's  358.  13ft.  "  Imperial  "  is  a  capital  sea 
trout  or  lady's  grilse  rod.  For  dapping  they 
make  a  wonderful  pole,  over  20ft.  in  length,  in 
three  pieces,  called  the  "  Z  "  rod,  and  with  two 
tops,  at  15s.  It  is  a  marvel  of  cheapness,  and 
so  is  the  lOOyds.  of  undressed  silk  line  which 
they  sell  with  it  for  3s.  6d. 

A  new  rod  is  their  double-built  two  piece 
split  cane,  at  35s.,  for  punt  or  boat  fishing  or 
ledgering.  Another  excellent  rod  is  the  Wynd- 
ham  12  ft.  prawn  and  spinning  rod,  with  an 
extra  shorter  butt  for  trout  spinning — jast  the 
thing  for  Thames  trouting — in  split  cane,  price 
£3  Ss.  Sea  anglers  ought  to  see  the  ingenious 
"Bates'"  spreader  and  the  Clay  "Lead."  Then 
the  great "  Bates'  "  sea  reel,  nickel-plated  through- 
out, and  Carter's  capital  sea  paternoster,  are 
worthy  of  attention  ;  and  so  is  the  B.S.A.S.  reel,  a 
big  multiplier,  which  winds  in  at  a  great  pace, 
taking  only  fifteen  seconds  to  wind  in  SOyds.  of 
line,  as  against  forty  seconds  on  an  ordinary  reel. 

At  this  period  of  my  interview  with  Mr.  Clay 
he  showed  me  the  rod  and  reel  and  line  on  which 
Dr.  Bateman  recently  killed,  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  a  4^Jlb.  shark  (just  the  same  length,  by  the 
way,  as  that  mentioned  by  "  South- West"  in  the 
Fishing  (UxziiUi:  Correspondence  columns  this 
week) ;  "  and  here  is  the  shark  to  prove  it,"  said 
Mr.  Clay.  "  Ah  !  that  explains  the  terrible  escape 
of  gas,"  I  said.  "  I  have  not  dared  to  light  a 
match  near  your  stall,  and  it's  all  that  blessed  old 
shark  humming  quietly.  1  should  advise  you  to 
lend  it  to  on«  of  the  side  shows,"  and  he  did,  after 
measuring  it  for  me— 4ft.  9in.,  and  smell  enough 
for  a  whale. 

Mr.  Clay  has  sent  me  blocks  of  the  Mackenzie 
cast  and  fly  box  and  one  or  two  other  things,  as  I 
was  not  able  to  see  all  I  wanted  to  see  on  my  first 
visit,  and  hope  to  call  again. 

R.  B.  Marston, 


THE  LATE  FRED  MATHER. 


It  was  with  great  regret  that  I  had  to  record  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week  the  death  of  my  old 
friend  and  correspondent  Mr.  Fred  Mather,  the 
well-known  American  soldier,  sportsman,  and  fish 
breeder.  During  the  last  twenty  years  I  have 
met  a  great  many  American  anglers,  and  cor- 
responded with  many  more,  and  if  all  Americans 
were  as  well  disposed  towards  this  country  as 
American  anglers  are  it  could  with  truth  be  said 
that  the  whole  Anglo-Saxon  race  is  one.  Among 
the  anglers  of  the  United  States  who  have  been 
foremost  in  promoting  this  good  feeling  are  Mr. 
A.  Nelson  Cheney,  Mr.  Fred  Mather,  Mr.  Geo. 
Shepherd  Page,  Dr.  Henshall,  and  dear  old 
Reuben  "Wood.  Mr.  Cheney  and  Dr.  Henshall 
are  still  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  will,  let  us  hope, 
long  be  with  us.  The  others  have  crossed  the 
great  river  to  the  happy  hunting  and  fishing 
gi'ounds  of  the  unknown  country. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  kindly  and  sympathetic 
notice  of  him  which  I  quote  from  Forest  and 
Stream  that  Fred  Mather  was  as  brave  a  soldier 
as  he  was  keen  as  a  sportsman.  He  wrote  me  a 
long  letter  when  the  war  between  America  and 
Spain  broke  out  saying  that  he  had  offered  to 
raise  a  regiment  for  service  in  Cuba,  and  hoped 
to  get  to  the  front,  but  his  hopes  were 
disappointed,  Uncle  Sam  was  overwhelmed  with 
volunteers. 

Full  of  information  on  all  matters  relating  to 


The  Late  Mr.  Feed  Mather. 


fishing,  Fred  Mather  had  the  kindliest  and  most 
hearty  way  of  imparting  it  to  others,  and  I  never 
wrote  to  him  on  any  subject  without  receiving  a 
prompt  and  full  reply. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  a  notice  of 
Fred  Mather's  charming  book  "  Men  I  Have  Fished 
With  "  which  I  wrote  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  in 
January,  1898. 

"  Mr.  Fred  Mather,  the  veteran  soldier,  sportsman,  and 
pisciculturist,  has  contributed  to  Forest  and  Stream  during 
the  past  eighteen  months  a  series  of  papers  under  the  title, 
'  Men  I  Have  Fished  With.'  Twenty-four  of  these 
articles  have  been  reprinted  and  published  by  the  Forest 
and  Stream  Publishing  Company  in  a  handsome  volume, 
which  I  can  heartily  recommend  to  all  lovers  of  the  rod 
and  gun.  Few  men  can  boast  such  an  extended  and  varied 
experience, of  sport  and  sportsmen  as  Mr.  Mather,  and 
fewer  still'  have  the  power  to  interest  others  in  their 
reminiscences,  and  reproduce  from  memory  such  vivid 
pictures  from  forest  and  stream  as  are  given  in  this 
volume. 

"  Many  readers  of  the  Fishimj  Gazette  have  pleasant 
recollections  of  that  prince  of  anglers  and  good  Fellows,  the 
late  Reuben  Wood,  who  was  over  here  in  1883,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  great  International  Fisheries  Exhibition. 
Mr.  Mather  tells  us  that  it  was  his  good  fortune  to  have 
'  Uncle  Reub'  as  his  instructor  in  the  art  of  angling  in 
earliest  boyhood. 

*  #  *  #  » 

"  Mr.  Mather  is  one  of  the  must  dietioguished  of  living 
pisciculturists.  His  work  in  this  direction  is  as  well  known 
in  Europe  as  it  is  in  America.  H«  has  also  been  known 
for  nearly  half  a  century  as  one  of  the  foremost  anglers  and 
writers  on  angling  in  the  United  States.  Hialife  naa  been 
one  of  adventure.  He  has  been  hunter,  trapper,  scout, 
interpreter,  as  well  as  soldier,  pisciculturist,  and  journaliBt. 
The  man  he  has  fished  with  and  is  now  writing  about 
include  some  of  the  most  famous  of  American  anglers." 

Mr.  Mather  told  me  some  time  ago  that  he  was 


engaged  on  a  work  dealing  with  fresh  and  salt- 
water fish  culture,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  from  the 
following  extracts  from  Forest  and  Stream  that 
he  had  completed  the  work  and  passed  the  proof 
sheets.  It  cannot  fail  to  be  of  the  greatest  interest 
and  value,  for  no  man  has  done  more,  especially 
for  sea  fish  cultui-e,  than  "  Eko-Kay."  Our 
German  and  French  friends  will  regret  to  hear  of 
his  death,  for  in  the  seventies  and  eighties  he  did  ^ 
a  great  deal  to  promote  intercourse  between  the  " 
fishbreeders  of  America  and  the  Continent,  and 
what   valuable  work  he  did,  for  fish  culture 
especially,  will  be  seen  from  the  leading  article  ^ 
in  the  paper  he  served  so  long.  f 

Among  the  many  societies  of  which  he  was  a 
member  there  was  none  of  which  he  was  more 
proud  of  belonging  to  than  the  Fly  Fishers'  Cluh.^ 
for  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  proposing  him  andfl 
Mr.  Cheney  some  fifteen  years  ago. 

B.  B.  Mabston.  fl 


From  Forest  and  Stream.  -M 

''  Fred  Mather  died  at  Cedar  Island  Lodge,  on  the  Brule 
River,  near  Lake  Nebagomain,  Wis.,  on  Wednesday, 
Feb.  14.  The  sense  of  bereavement  which  the  intelligence 
of  his  death  has  brought  to  those  who  knew  him  best  will 
be  shared  by  the  wider  circle,  the  unnumbered  host,  of 
those  to  whom  he  had  endeared  himself  by  the  charm  of 
his  writings  and  the  attractive  personality  which  was 
revealed  in  those  writings. 

"  His  illaesB  was  short,  so  brief,  indeed,  that  the  letter 
advising  of  its  serious  nature  was  not  received  until 
after  the  telegram  announcing  its  fatal  termination,  and 
the  dispatch  came  almost  at  the  same  time  with  a  bundle 
of  manuscript  fresh  from  his  pen  for  the  Forest  and 
Stream.  And  in  that  manuscript,  pathetically  enough, 
was  made  the  promise  to  write  at  some  future  time  'of 
this  Wisconsin  Brule,  which  has  flowed  past  my  door  for 
many  months,'  the  writer  all  unsuspecting  and  with  no 
foreboding  of  his  near  approach  to  that  great  river  which 
men  call  death. 

'  Mr.  Mather  was  bom  in  Greenbush,  then  a  small 
village  on  the  Hudson  river,  opposite  Albany,  N.Y., 
Aug.  2,  1833.  He  was  endowed  wioh  a  full  measure  of  a 
healthy-mioded  country  boy's  interest  in  the  birds  and 
beasts  and  fijhes  and  the  ways  of  nature,  and  his  bent  in 
this  direction  was  encouraged  and  fixed  for  life  by  com- 
panions whose  tastes  were  congenial  with  his  own. 

"  At  the  outbreak  of  the  American  Civil  War  Mr. 
Mather  enlisted  in  the  New  York  Volunteers  as  an  orderly 
seig'ant  of  the  Seventh  Artillery.  He  was  promoted 
betore  his  command  left  Washington  for  tbe  front  in  1861. 
At  Spotsylvania  three  captains  of  the  Seventh  were  killed, 
and  Col.  Moriis  named  Lieut.  Mather  for  one  vacancy  '  for 
gallant  and  meritorious  conduct.'  At  Cold  Harbor  Col. 
Morris  was  killed,  and  Lient.-Col.  Hastings  named  Mather 
for  major  for  capturing  a  battery  and  turning  the  .guns 
upon  the  enemy.  These  commissions  never  reached  him, 
because  he  was  surrounded  and  captured  while  charging 
the  works  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  a  few  days  later,  while  in 
command  of  the  colour  company  of  the  regiment.  Although 
his  command  was  surrounded,  he  personally  saved  the 
colours  by  burying  them,  and  they  were  recovered  after 
dark.  He  remained  in  the  field  under  fire  after  burying 
the  colours  trying  to  bury  his  sword,  but  was  driven  in  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  sword  in  hand.  After  twenty- 
five  years  the  sword  was  returned  to  him,  and  he  wore  it 
on  parades.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  and  of  the  Loyal  Legion. 

"  Mr.  Mather  began  fish  culture  in  18C8,  when  the 
industry  was  still  in  its  infancy,  and  everything  connected 
with  it  was  for  the  most  part  experimental.  He  bought 
a  farm  near  Honeoye  Falls,  Monroe  county,  N.Y.,  and 
began  the  artificial  culture  of  trout.  Tbe  sale  of  eggs  and 
fry  was  at  that  time  the  most  profitable  part  of  trout 
farming,  and  Mr.  Mather,  with  A.  S.  Collins  and  Dr. 
J.  H.  Slack,  of  New  Jersey,  called  a  meeting  to  agree  on 
a  scale  of  prices.  This  meeting  was  held  in  New  York  in 
18r0,  and  a  second  one  met  in  Albany  in  18/1,  when  the 
American  Fish  Culturists'  Association  was  formed  with 
some  twenty  members.  The  new  association  discussed 
the  desirability  of  action  by  the  general  Government,  and 
appointed  George  Shepherd  Page  as  a  committee  of  one  to 
go  to  Washington  and  lay  the  matter  before  Congres?, 
Out  of  this  action  grew  the  establishment  of  the  United 
States  Fish  Commission,  to  which  Prof.  Spencer  F.  Boird 
was  appointed  in  IS'l.  Prof.  Baird  employed  Mr. 
Mather  in  shad  hatching  on  the  Potomac  and  Hudson 
rivers,  and  in  18"4  sent  him  to  Germany  with  100,000 
shad  eggs. 

"  In  1875,  with  Charles  F.  Bell,  he  invented  the  Bell 
and  Mather  cone  for  hatching  shad,  out  of  whioh  grew 
the  Chase  jar  and  the  McDonald  j*r.  In  18"7  Prof. 
Baird  appointed  him  to  the  charge  of  foreign  exchanges 
uf  egge  and  fish.  There  were  then  constant  exchanges 
with  Germany,  and  shipments  of  eggs  of  trout,  quinnat 
salmon,  and  lahe  whitefish  to  England,  France,  and 
Holland.  In  1877  and  1878  Mr.  Mather  aooompauied 
shipments  to  Germany.  Ho  devised  the  first  refrigerating 
box  for  shipping  balmon  eggs  tc  Europe,  and  succeeded  in 
taking  100,000  quiunat  salmon  eggs  safely  to  Germany, 
m  recognition  of  which  achievement  he  received  the 
thanks  of  the  Deutsche  Fischerei  Yerein,  a  silver  medal 
from  the  Sooiete  d'Aoolimation  of  Paris,  and  a  handsom* 
testimonial  from  the  King  of  Holland,  sent  through  thj 
inspector  of  fisheries.  Again  in  1880  for  his  invention  or 
a  way  of  packing  salmon  eggs  for  exuort  to  Bnrope  h* 
received  a  bronze  medal  at  the  World  »  Fishery  Ext)0»i" 
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tion  ID  Berlin  in  ISSO.  At  Berlin  he  had  charge  of  the 
American  exhibit  of  angling  and  fish-cnltaral  apparatns. 

"  Returning  to  this  country  he  was  entrusted  by  Mr. 
Eugene  G.  Blackford,  one  of  the  fish  commissionera  of  New 
York,  with  the  mission  of  selecting  a  site  on  Long  Island 
for  a  State  fish  hatchery,  and  upon  his  recommendation  the 
Cold  Spring  Harbor  hatchery  was  established,  and  he 
was  pat  in  charge  of  it.  This  position  was  held  by  him 
until  1895.  Here,  in  addition  to  his  other  practical 
gerrices  to  fishculture,  he  learned  how  to  hatch  over  70  per 
cent  of  the  adhesive  eggs  of  the  smelt,  and  discovered  that 
the  lobster  is  a  biennial  spawn '■r.  Last  year  Mr.  Mather 
went  to  the  Wisconsin  Brule  to  assume  direction  of  the 
extensive  trout  breeding  enterprise  there  established  in 
Mr.  Henry  C.  Pierce,  of  St.  Louis.  Always  a  valued 
writer  on  fishcnltnral  topics,  he  had  completed  shortly 
before  his  death  the  task  of  seeing  through  the  Press  a  new 
book  on  '  Modern  Fishculture  in  Fresh  and  Salt  Water.' 
This  is  but  a  brief  summary  of  the  life  work  of  one  who  in 
his  chosen  field  has  contributed  no  small  measure  of  benefit 
to  his  age.  In  the  history  of  fishculture  the  name  of  Fred 
Mather  mnst  always  hold  high  place,  and  his  achievements 
must  be  accorded  recognition. 

"  Mr.  Mather  was  among  the  earliest  writers  for  Forest 
and  Stream  .  In  its  first  volumes  he  told  of  his  experiences 
in  fishculture ;  and  from  that  time  forth  he  was  one  of  the 
journal's  contributors,  whose  names  are  household  words 
with  its  readers  everywhere.  Upon  his  return  from  the 
Berlin  Fishery  Exposition  he  assumed  the  conduct  of  the 
angling  columns,  and  held  this  post  until  his  work  at  Cold 
Spring  Harbor  exacted  all  his  attention.  He  was  one  of 
the  organisers  of  the  Eod  and  Beel  Association,  and  one  of 
the  chief  promoters  of  the  fly-casting  tournaments  held 
under  its  direction. 

"  As  a  writer  he  waa  at  his  best  in  the  series  of  papers 
'  Men  I  Have  Fished  With."  Of  these  companions  of  his 
youth  and  maturity  he  wrote  with  loving  pen.  The  wealth 
of  material  and  the  way  in  which  it  was  used  surprised  and 
gratified  his  friends.  It  was  perceived  that  this  man  who 
had  been  all  his  life  studying  the  fishes,  and  the  birds,  and 
the  animals,  had  been  studying  men  too ;  if  he  knew 
nature,  he  also  knew  human  nature.  He  showed  a 
wonderful  insight  into  the  characters  of  his  fellows.  The 
chapters  are  marked  throughout  by  that  sympathetic 
recognition  which  sees  the  best  in  one's  companions.  The 
sketches  are  surcharged  with  the  philosophy  of  life  ;  they 
are  filled  with  humour — the  kindliest  of  humour  it  need 
not  be  said — and  abound  in  the  homely,  everyday  practical 
wisdom  which  appeals  to  us  all,  and  in  which  we  may  all  have 
share.  There  is  never  any  straining  after  effect,  nor  any- 
thing of  affectation.  The  charm  is  in  the  simplicity,  the 
directness,  the  unaffected  manner,  and  the  feeling  which 
we  gain  as  we  reid,  that  we  have  here  something  which  is 
genuine  and  true.  Into  these  chapters  thus  written  in 
commemoration  of  the  friends  of  his  days  afield,  the  writer 
mnst,  of  necessity,  have  put  much  of  his  own  personality ; 
and,  as  has  been  said,  it  was  this  personality  as  revealed  in 
his  writings  that  made  for  Fred  Mather  a  place  in  the 
affections  of  his  readers." 


SOCIETY  OF  EXPERIMENTAL  FISH 
CULTURE. 


At  a  meeting  held  in  the  board  room  of  the 
Crystal  Palace,  S.E.,  on  Tuesday  evening  last, 
Ij    Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  in  the  chair,  the  objects  and 

fl  rules  of  the  society,  as  drawn  up  by  the  sub- 
(  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  were  passed 
with  a  few  alterations,  officers  were  appointed, 
and  the  secretary,  Mr.  Alfred  Allison,  was 
instructed  to  have  the  objects  and  rules  printed 
for  distribution. 

The  curator  reported  that  the  trout  eggs  had 
successfully  hatched  out,  and  Herr  JafEe  had 
kindly  promised  to  send  some  eggs  of  the  pike 
||    perch  shortly.   


FISHING  TACKLE, TRADE'S  SECOND 
ANNUAL  DINNER. 


The  second  annual  fishing    tackle  trade's 
dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Holbom  Restaurant, 
on  Thursday,  April  o,  at  6  o'clock.     Mr.  S. 
|i     Allcock  in  the  chair,  Mr.  M.  Carswell  in  the  vice- 
chair.   Ladies  are  specially  invited.    A  good 
musical  programme   is   being  arranged.  The 
committee  are  as  follows  :  Messrs.  A.  Meyer,  H. 
H.  Read,  A.  Carter,  J.  Gillett,  E.  Perry,  Joseph 
Richardson,  and  D.  Slater.    Mr.  F.  H.  Clay  is  the 
i\     Hon.  Sec.  (1S7,  St.  John-street-road,  London),  of 
•*     whom  tickets  and  any  further  information  may 
be  obtained. 


DEATH  OF  A  CELEBRATED 
ANGLER. 


With  great  regret  we  have  to  record  the  death 
of  Mr.  William  Blacklaws,  of  the  firm  of  rod 
and  tackle  makers,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Deeside. 
Although  eighty  years  of  age  he  was  in  full 
possesaion  of  all  his  faculties.  Ee  killed  hie  first 
salmon  when  only  fourteen  year«  old,  and  his  lait 


in  his  eightieth  year.  He  was  a  great  devotee  of 
the  fly,  and  a  magnificent  caster.  Among  Mr. 
Blacklaw's  numerous  patrons  may  be  mentioned 
the  late  Duke  of  Clarence,  the  Duke  of  York,  Sir 
Allan  Mackenzie,  Sir  Arthur  Parquhar,  Major 
Davidson  Dess,  Mr.  Nicol  Ballogie,  Dr.  John 
Wiblin,  and  many  other  eminent  sportsmen. 

MR.  JAMES  H.  GOUGH. 

(Late  Secretary  and  now  Consulting  Adviser  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy.) 

One  of  the  most  pleasant  and  genial  public 
officials]  Thames  anglers  and  boating  men  have 
ever  had  to  do  with  is  our  friend  Mr.  James  H. 
G-ough,  who  has  just  retired  from  his  position  of 
secretary  of  that  most  important  body,  the  Thames 
Conservancy — a  body  which  now  exercises  rights 
and  duties  which  for  more  than  seven  hundred 
years  were  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  or  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London. 

Although  he  has  retired  from  the  active  and 
onei-ous  duties  of  secretai-y,  which  he  has  so  long 
and  so  ably  carried  out,  it  gives  us  the  greatest 
pleasure  to  state  that  Mr.  Gough's  connection 
with  the  Conservancy  has  not  terminated,  the 
Board  of  Oonsei-vators  having  most  wisely 
appointed  him  their  consulting  adviser,  a  position 
we  trust  he  may  long  retain. 

For  over  thirty-six  years  Mr.  Gough  has  been 
officially  connected  with  the  Conservancy,  and  as 


Mr.  James  Hilditch  Gough. 


a  mark  of  their  appreciation  of  his  services  he 
was  recently  presented  by  the  whole  stafE, 
numbering  some  400  or  500,  with  a  very  hand- 
some silver  salver,  candelabra,  and  tea  and  coffee 
service. 

It  has  been  a  great  blessing  to  all  of  us  who 
are  interested  in  the  Thames  to  know  that  in  the 
late  secretary  we  had  such  a  good  friend.  If  we 
anglers  wanted  anything  done  in  the  way  of 
alteration  of  the  fishery  bye-laws,  or  curbing  mad 
steam  launches,  or  putting  down  poachers,  and 
met  together  to  talk  it  over,  it  generally  ended  in 
deputing  somebody — generally  our  dear  old  friend 
the  late  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham — to  "  see  Gough" 
We  knew  that  his  interest  in  the  river  was  much 
wider  than  that  of  the  mere  guardianship  of  it's 
twenty-five  million  tons  of  commerce ;  we  knew 
he  was  an  angler,  a  lover  of  nature,tand  recognised 
fully  that  the  Thames  is  London's  playground  as 
well  as  the  great  artery  of  its  working  life.  So  it 
is  pleasant  to  know  that  among  the  many  friends 
of  angling  we  have  on  the  board,  we  can  also  still 
count  on  the  sympathetic  and  ever-courteous  con- 
sideration of  our  friend  Mr.  Gough.  Even  if  he 
has  to  say  "  No,"  he  can  do  it  in  a  way  which  is 
often  more  pleasant  than  another  man's  "  Yes  ' ; 
and  that  is  no  slight  matter,  for  many  a  good  and 
worthy  movement  has  been  stopped  because  the 
movers  scented  in  advance  the  official  snub. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  go  into  details  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  operations  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy.  All  who  would  like  to  have  some 
account  of  Mr.  Gough's  work  in  connection  with 
the  traffic  of  the  Thames,  the  regulation  of  the 
water  supply,  the  condition  of  the  water,  its 
embankments,  looks,  and  bed,  should  read  a  most 


interesting  account  of  an  interview  with  Mr. 
Gough  "  On  the  Work  of  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy," which  was  published  in  our  very  a.hle 
contemporary,  the  Londr/n  AryuH,  of  Nov.  18, 1809. 
There  will  be  seen  what  multifarious  interests 
Mr.  Gough  has  had  under  his  care.  From  a  con- 
versation we  had  with  him  very  recently,  we  are 
glad  to  know  that  Mr.  Gough  is  at  one  with  us  in 
believing  that,  if  properly  stored  and  dealt  with, 
the  water  which  flows  through  the  Thames  valley 
would  always  more  than  suffice  for  all  the  needs 
of  London  and  all  the  Thames  valley  district.  In 
Egypt,  in  India,  in  Australia  we  practical  English 
recognise  the  elementary  principle  that  if  you 
have  a  superabundance  of  water  at  one  season  and 
a  deficiency  at  another  you  must  store  the  water 
when  you  have  it  to  store. 

Mr.  Gough's  accounts  of  sport  with  big  grayling 
in  Sweden  make  one  wish  to  go  there.  Now  that 
his  time  of  well-earned  retirement  has  come,  we 
hope  he  may  live  long  to  enjoy  it,  and  catch  some 
of  those  noble  Thames  trout  and  other  fish  he  has 
done  so  much  to  preserve 

HISTORY    OF    A  SUCCESSFUL 
FISHING  ASSOCIATION. 


Bt  An  Original  Member. 

On  retiring  from  active  life  some  ten  years  or 
more  ago,  a  desire  for  quiet,  and  love  of  country 
life,  led  me  to  take  up  my  quarters  in  my  native 
Devon,  and  I  found  most  pleasant  ones,  where  I 
have  remained  ever  since. 

The  house  is  situated  on  the  side  of  a  steep 
hill  that  forms  one  side  of  a  narrow  valley,  at  the 
base  of  which  runs  what  I  consider  an  ideal  trout 
stream,  and  it  is  of  this  stream  and  the  fishing, 
and  the  inception,  through  absolute  necessity,  of 
our  fishing  association,  that  I  purpose  to  give  an 
account,  which  I  hope  may  prove  not  only  of 
interest  to  my  readers,  but  useful  perhaps  in  the 
way  of  a  few  hints  to  any  who  may  wish  to 
organise  a  similar  one.  I  should  much  like  to 
give  a  long  and  full  description  of  our  river,  but 
a  vision  of  a  stern  editor  with  a  blue  pencil 
in  his  hand  deters  me.  I  hope,  however,  he  will 
allow  a  short  description  of  its  main  features. 
Rising  high  up  on  Dartmoor,  not  more  than 
twenty  miles  from  the  sea  as  the  crow  flies,  it  runs 
in  a  very  meandering  course  until  reaching  the 
inclosed  country,  and  then,  ever  winding,  widening, 
and  increasing  in  volume  from  numerous  small 
tributaries,  it  runs  through  a  small  old-world 
town  and  one  or  two  hamlets  to  the  sea.  Like 
all  our  Devonshire  streams  it  offers  all  kinds  of 
opportunities  to  the  angler  to  test  his  skill ;  rapid 
broken  stickles,  nice  pools  with  a  gentle  stream 
through  them,  quiet  eddies  under  overhanging 
boughs,  and  now  and  then  a  long,  smooth  glide 
well  adapted  for  dry  fly. 

With  such  a  stream  as  this  at  the  front  door,  it 
will  not  cause  surprise  to  any  angler  when  I 
confess  that  I  soon  began  to  inquire  about  rods 
and  reels  that  had  been  laid  aside  for  some  years, 
and  then  took  an  early  opportunity  to  try  if  my 
hand  had  lost  its  cunning  in  casting.  I  soon 
satisfied  myself  that  I  could  get  out  a  line  as  well 
as  ever,  and  during  the  summer  I  had  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  experiences  of  my  sojourn. 

One  afternoon,  resting  on  the  parapet  of  a 
bridge,  I  saw  approaching  by  road  an  angler,  and 
we  naturally  fell  to  talking  about  the  river  and 
fishing ;  thus  commenced  an  acquaintance  which 
soon  ripened  into  a  firm  and  uninterrupted  friend- 
ship. The  angler  I  refer  to  is,  I  believe,  well 
known  to  the  editor  personally,  and  certainly  to 
the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  his  pen- 
name,  subscribed  to  many  graphic  articles  and 
letters. 

At  the  time  I  speak  of  there  were,  comparatively 
speaking,  few  anglers  regularly  on  our  river. 
Even  then,  though,  there  was  a  certain  proportion 
of  pot-hunters  about,  who  would  basket  every- 
thing they  landed ;  many  poor  little  things  not 
so  large  as  one's  little  finger  forming  probably  the 
principal  portion  of  the  basket  that  they  would 
boast  about  of  so  many  dozen. 

We  constantly  talked  over  the  matter,  and 
lamented  not  only  to  each  other,  but  to  every  angler 
who  would  listen,  such  destruction,  and  urged 
on  every  opportunity  that  either  a  fishing  associa- 
tion should  be  formed,  or  that  the  board  of  con- 
servators should  "  do  something."  The  agitation 
we  started  soon  began  to  spread,  and  the  first 
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effect  was  that  the  conservators  printed  a  notice 
on  the  back  of  their  licences  limiting  the  size  of 
trout  that  were  to  be  retained.  Somehow  this 
came  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who 
informed  the  conservators  that  it  was  illegal,  and 
the  result  of  a  correspondence  was  the  discovery 
tkat  they  had  absolutely  no  power  to  make  any 
rules  respecting  trout  fishing,  except  fixing  a  close 
time  and  requiring  a  licence  to  be  taken  out. 
The  following  year  they  had  printed  leaflets  issued 
with  the  licences,  requesting  that  fish  below  a 
certain  size  should  be,  when  caught,  returned  to 
the  water ;  but  a  mere  request  naturally  had  no 
effect  on  those  who  were  quite  ready  to  break  a 
bye-law  if  they  could  do  so  without  being 
found  out. 

The  number  of  anglers  on  the  river  seemed 
steadily  increasing,  and  the  only  thing  that 
tended  to  check  the  increase  was  the  absence  of 
railway  accommodation,  as  the  only  station 
within  some  miles  of  the  stream  was  on  a  main 
line  at  the  small  town  I  have  mentioned.  One  of 
the  large  companies  purchased  the  rights  of  a 
small  railway  which  had  been  commenced  about 
thirty  years  ago,  but  abandoned  owing  to  want  of 
funds,  and  soon  a  line  was  finished  following  the 
course  of  the  river,  having  no  less  than  three 
stations  about  three  miles  from  each  other  on  the 
very  edge  of  the  stream.  The  influx  of  anglers, 
many  from  long  distances,  soon  amounted  to  a 
positive  nuisance,  and  complaints  from  farmers 
were  rife  of  trespass  and  damage  in  growing 
crops  and  standing  grass,  gates  being  left  open 
and  cattle  and  stock  of  all  kinds  getting  astray, 
and  sundry  other  annoyances. 

Things  at  length  came  to  such  a  pass  that 
several  of  the  principal  riparian  owners  declared 
they  would  close  their  lands  to  the  public 
altogether  unless  steps  were  taken  to  abate  the 
nuisance.  A  public  meeting  was  determined  on 
and  duly  advertised,  at  which  it  was  resolved  that 
efforts  should  be  made  to  form  an  association  to 
acquire  the  fishing  rights  from  such  proprietors  as 
would  grant  them,  and  to  make  the  necessary 
regulations  that  the  conservators  could  not. 

A  few  more  preliminary  meetings  heralded  the 
birth  of  our  association — which  has  so  far  been  a 
great  success.  Fortunately  most  of  the  conserva- 
tors are  also  members  of  the  association,  so  that 
there  was  no  chance  of  anything  like  friction 
between  the  two  bodies,  and  they  have  always 
worked  in  harmony. 

Our  first  code  of  rules  was  submitted  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  who  fully  approved  of  it  subject 
to  a  few  verbal  alterations.  Some  of  the  rules  have 
since  been  altered  a  little  and  more  restrictions 
have  been  enacted,  and  an  account  of  these  will 
bring  my  history  up  to  the  present  date,  1900. 

All  riparian  owners  and  tenants,  and  owners  of 
fishing  rights  which  they  give  to  the  association, 
are  thereby  members,  and  entitled  to  tickets 
according  to  the  extent  of  water  so  granted ;  such 
tickets  are  transferable  to  any  member  of  their 
family  or  anyone  living  in  their  house. 

Originally  there  was  an  unlimited  issue  of  three 
forms  of  ticket  besides  the  yearly  ones,  viz., 
monthly,  weekly,  and  daily.  I  may  venture  to  say 
here  that  I  and  one  or  two  others  were  always 
opposed  to  the  issue  of  day  tickets,  but  our  objec- 
tions were  overruled.  Our  finances  have  been  in 
a  prosperous  condition  from  the  very  commence- 
ment, and  each  year  we  have  been  able  to  put 
about  2000  yearling  fish  into  the  river  by  way  of 
restocking  it.  There  has  always  been  a  very 
considerable  demand  for  tickets,  and  at  last  it 
became  evident  that  a  change  must  be  made  in 
the  rules  of  a  restrictive  nature,  the  river  being 
certainly  overfished. 

Briefly  speaking,  the  change  amounts  to  this. 
Daily  tickets  are  not  issued,  a  limited  number  of 
weekly  and  monthly  tickets  in  use  atone  time  are 
allowed  at  douVjle  the  original  subscription,  and 
the  annual  ticketw  are  also  limited  in  number  and 
doubled  in  price,  the  annual  subscribers  becoming 
memliers  of  the  association.  The  increase  has 
not  affected  the  demand  for  tickets  so  far,  and 
the  estimate  of  our  probable  income  has  been 
proved  correct. 

I  bad  intended  to  have  given  an  account  of 
some  amusing  incidents  and  unconscious  betrayal 
of  character  by  various  individuals  at  the 
different  preliminary  meetings,  but  I  refrain  for 
the  following  reasons.  Although  I  have  not 
named  the  river  and  district,  there  may  be  many 
readers  who  will  recognise  it,  and  fancy  they 


knew  to  what  individuals  I  referred ;  thus 
considerable  annoyance  might  be  caused  to  many 
men  for  whom  I  have  great  esteem.  If  others 
fancied  the  account  to  refer  to  quite  another 
river  and  district  I  might  also  be  guilty  of 
causing  annoyance  to  utter  strangers  of  whose 
existence  I  am  quite  ignorant. 

I  wiU  only  say,  therefore,  that,  as  may  be  often 
seen,  some  of  those  who  had  least  to  offer 
expected  most  in  return ;  the  man  who  was  most 
profuse  in  promises  was  often  the  most  reluctant 
to  fulfil  them ;  and  one  or  two  who  volunteered 
to  undertake  some  troublesome  duties  at  first 
were  quite  ready  when  the  time  came  to  shift  the 
burden  to  other  shoulders.  To  disprove  any 
accusation  of  cynicism,  however,  I  will  add  that 
many  who  had  a  great  deal  to  give  gave  it  freely, 
and,  in  some  instances,  not  only  surrendered 
their  fishing  rights,  but  subscribed  to  the  funds 
of  the  association  as  well. 

Two  of  our  rules  I  would  mention  specially.  It 
is  prohibited  for  any  holder  of  an  association 
ticket  to  sell  the  fish  he  has  taken  or  dispose  of 
them  in  any  way  for  profit.  If  it  be  proved  that 
any  holder  has  left  a  gate  open  or  unfastened,  he 
is  subjected  to  a  fine  to  be  paid  to  the  association 
and  is  held  liable  for  any  damage  that  may  arise 
in  consequence  of  his  negligence.  It  is  notified 
also  that  a  copy  of  the  rules  is  to  be  issued  with 
every  ticket,  and  that  the  holder  is  in  consequence 
assumed  to  assent  to,  and  agree  to  be  bound  by, 
them. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  sum  up  shortly  what  I 
consider  the  success  of  our  association.  We  have, 
practically,  control  over  the  fishing  of  the  whole 
river ;  only  one  or  two  owners  have  declined  to 
surrender  their  rights,  and  those  properties  are 
limited  in  extent  and  so  far  apart  that  it  is  not 
worth  while  to  make  an  expedition  for  a  day's 
fishing  confined  to  them.  With  a  restricted 
number  of  members  our  finances  are  in  a  satis- 
factory state.  The  fishing  has  improved,  and  the 
average  size  of  fish  taken  shows  a  marked 
increase ;  certainly  the  trout  though  seem  to  be 
getting  educated  and  are  not  so  easily  deluded 
as  they  were  formerly. 

Several  anglers  of  repute  who  have  visited  the 
river  have  not  only  expressed  their  satisfaction, 
but  have  proved  it  by  returning  [season  after 
season,  so  I  think  the  title  of  my  article  is  fully 
justified. 


FISHING  AT  MOSSEL  BAY,  SOUTH 
AFRICA. 


MossEL  Bat  is  situated  about  haK  -  way 
between  Cape  Town  and  Port  Elizabeth  (Algoa 
Bay),  239  miles  by  land  from  Cape  Town  and 
about  218  miles  by  sea.  The  latter  is  by  far  the 
quicker  and  most  direct  route,  as  there  is  no 
through  communication  by  rail. 

The  intermediate  steamers  of  the  Castle  Line 
call  there  fortnightly  on  their  way  up  the  east 
coast,  and  also  on  their  return,  as  well  as  an 
occasional  mail  steamer. 

Anyone  desirous  of  fishing  at  Mossel  Bay 
should  take  passage  by  an  intermediate  steamer 
on  the  outward  voyage,  as  they  often  stay  there 
two  or  three  days  discharging  cargo,  whereas  on 
the  homeward  voyage  a  stoppage  of  three  or  four 
hours  only  can  be  counted  on. 

The  best  months  for  big  fish,  with  which  this 
bay  abounds,  are  during  the  hottest  months — 
January,  February,  and  March.  They  are  skate. 
Cape  salmon,  steen  bass,  lear  fish,  yellow  tail,  and 
gheelbeek. 

Prior  to  arriving  at  Mossel  Bay  it  is  a  good 
plan  to  make  friends  with  the  ship's  butcher,  who 
will,  for  a  small  remuneration,  obtain  the  neces- 
sary bait,  which  consists  of  strips  of  squid  (the  ink 
fish),  crayfish,  and,  when  procurable,  live  grey 
mullet,  all  of  which  he  is  able  to  get  from  the 
ship's  chandler,  who  also  supplies  the  ships  with 
fish,  and  has  boats  and  native  professional  fisher- 
men. The  charge  is  about  £2  per  day  for  a  party 
of  four  or  less,  including  four  boatmen,  lines,  and 
hooks. 

One  man  attends  on  the  party,  the  other  three 
fish  themselves,  and  keep  their  bag  separate,  as 
they  afterwards  sell  their  catch  to  the  ship,  for 
the  consumption  (chiefly)  of  the  steerage 
passengers  on  the  homeward  voyage.  Anyone 
subject  to  mal  dc  mer  I  would  advise  to  stay  on 
board  the  steamer  and  try  his  luck  tliere,  as  there 


is  a  long  row,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
the  anchorage  to  the  fishing  ground,  which  is 
situated  opposite  the  lighthouse  that  has  been 
erected  on  the  headland  of  St.  Blaise  (not  the 
Derby  winner),  and  which  rises  almost  straight 
up  from  the  sea  to  a  height  of  220ft. 

Having  arrived  at  your  destination,  you  anchor 
in  about  fifteen  fathoms,  i.e.,  90ft.,  the  handlines 
are  baited,  and  the  murderous  looking  clubs  got 
ready  with  which  each  fish  is  brained  before 
being  landed  into  the  boat.  A  heavy  weight  is 
required,  as  the  current  at  times  is  swift,  and 
there  is  a  big  swell.  To  ensure  sport,  fish  from 
the  bottom  to  within  10ft.  of  the  surface.  The 
gamest  of  all  these  coast  fish  is  the  Cape  salmon, 
which  often  weigh  as  much  as  701b.,  though  I 
have  never  caught  a  larger  one  than  331b. 

One  would  expect  these  immense  fish  to  give  a 
long  and  strong  pull  on  taking  the  bait.  Nothing 
of  the  kind.  One  feels  a  niggle  and  a  slight  tug, 
like  that  of  a  barbel  when  not  on  the  feed  ;  then 
the  line  gets  slack,  the  fish  evidently  swimming 
upwards  with  the  bait  in  its  mouth,  and  one  must 
haul  in  the  line,  hand  over  hand,  very  quickly,  or 
no  Cape  salmon.  I  will  now  give  a  short  account 
of  the  day's  fishing  (or  rather  short  three  hours) 
I  had  at  Mossel  Bay  last  June,  in  company  with 
Major  Westmorland,  West  India  Regiment  (lately 
shut  up  in  Ladysmith),  Capt.  Malcomson,  a  reserve 
man,  and  my  greatest  pal,  W.  A.  Thornton,  of 
Moscow,  but  by  no  means  a  disciple  of  Izaak 
Walton. 

We  left  the  s.s.  Pembroke  Castle  at  8  a.m., 
having  previously  told  Mr.  Holden,  the  obliging 
chief  steward,  that  we  wanted  a  nice  luncheon 
hamper.  This  is  what  our  fare  was  :  Two  fowls, 
a  ham,  twelve  hard-boiled  eggs,  German  sausage, 
salad,  cheese,  grapes,  pears,  and  pineapples,  two 
bottles  of  Scotch  whisky,  one  bottle  of  brandy, 
one  dozen  sodasi,  six  Indian  tonics,  half  a  dozen 
Bass,  and  half  a  dozen  of  ginger  ale.  Did  you 
think  we  wanted  a  semi-alcoholic  bath;  Mr. 
Holden  ? 

As  there  was  a  big  swell  on,  long  before  we  got 
to  our  destination  I  began  to  feel  qualmish, 
tightened  my  belt,  and  looked,  so  I  was  told,  an 
ungodly  colour. 

"  Buck  up,  you  '  ancient  mariner,' "  says  the 
Major.  "  Physician,  cure  thyself,"  says  the  Cap- 
tain. "  Don't  waste  your  ground-bait  here. 
Doctor,"  says  Thornton,  "  but  have  a  small  Bass ; 
it  will  keep  it  down,  old  chap,  until  we  anchor." 
"  Take  it  away,"  said  I ;  "  I  shall  be  all  right  when 
the  fish  are  on."  But  ere  long  I  was  bad,  and  the 
other  three  looked  like  warmed-up  corpses. 

Well,  we  anchored  shortly  after  this,  and 
commenced  fishing  with  hand  lines ;  bait  about 
2ft.  from  the  bottom.  Our  professionals  kept 
landing  fish  after  fish,  most  of  them  over  201b., 
but  ne'er  a  fish  for  any  of  us  amateurs  ;  the  fact 
was,  we  could  not  feel  the  bites.  "  I  have  got  one," 
says  Thornton, "  and  certainly  a  big  one."  "  Don't 
hold  him  too  hard,"  said  I.  "Out  you  come," 
said  he,  and  pulled  up  a  miserable  little  ground 
shark,  which  the  Major  promptly  brained  and 
lost  his  cudgel  overboard  in  the  act.  I  had  had 
enough  of  line  fishing,  so  put  together  one  of 
Hewlett's,  of  Eton,  pike  rods  and  strong  dressed 
pike  line  on  one  of  Slater's  patent  winches,  fished 
on  the  bottom  to  commence  with,  baited  with  half 
a  grey  mullet,  tail  end,  gradually  drawing  bait 
upwards.  At  last  a  slight  knock;  I  struck. 
Whizz  went  the  reel,  I  had  the  check  on,  out  goes 
fifty  yards  of  line,  then  a  stop,  slack  line,  thought 
I  had  lost  him.  I  wound  up  quickly.  No,  he  is 
coming  back  to  the  boat.  Away  he  went  again, 
and  ditto  repeato  for  about  fifteen  minutes, 
giving  grand  sport.  I  at  last  got  him 
alongside.  "  It's  my  turn  to  use  the  club, 
says  the  Captain,  taking  up  the  murderous 
weapon,  which  resembled  an  overgrown  nine- 
pin.  In  standing  up  in  the  boat  he  managed  to 
knock  Thornton's  cap  overboard,  but  it  was 
quickly  gaffed  by  our  professional.  "  One,  two, 
steady,"  says  I ;  "  you  hit  the  line  last  blow  and 
nearly  broke  it ;  he  wants  no  more."  A  grand 
Cape  salmon  in  splendid  condition,  weighing 
33ll>.,  the  biggest  of  the  day. 

No  one  suggested  drinking  to  the  health  of  the 
fresh  arrival,  we  all  felt  too  ill ;  but  no  one  would 
suggest  giving  it  up.  We  were  far  too  good 
sailors  to  do  such  a  thing.  The  boat  was  rocking 
terribly  all  the  time,  and  I  was  landing  fish, 
ground-baiting  at  the  same  time,  but  longing  for 
someone  to  hint  at  returning. 
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At  last  the  Major  said:  "I  think  this  is 
extreme  rot,  Doctor.  We  poor  devils  can't  catch 
a  fisb,  and  you  are  having  all  the  sport.  Why 
not  get  the  boatmen  to  row  us  ashore,  and  we  will 
have  our  lunch  on  the  beach  ?  " 

I  looked  eagerly  at  the  shore,  then  at  the  ship. 
The  ship  was.  at  the  very  least,  a  mile  nearer. 
"  I  think  it  would  be  dangerous  for  us  to  attempt 
to  land  in  that  surf,"  said  I.  "  Anyhow,  we  should 
get  a  ducking.  Let  us  return  to  the  ship.  We 
shall  get  there  in  time  for  lunch." 

They  all  acquiesced,  but  tried  to  look  dis- 
appointed at  leaving  this  splendid  fishing  ground. 

We  eventually  got  back  to  the  ^hip  at  one 
o'clock,  just  in  time  for  tiffin,  much  to  the  disgust 
of  the  chief  steward,  as- all  that  had  been  con- 
sumed out  of  that  lovely  hamper  was  half  a  bottle 
of  soda  that  I  drank. 

On  Eirriving  on  board  we  counted  our  bag — 
fdrty-three  fish,  all  Cape  salmon,  smallest  161b., 
largest,  331b. ;  all  caught  in  just  under  three  hours. 
Oar  boatmen  then  returned  to  the  same  spot,  and 
sold  to  the  ship  in  the  evening  105  fish  from  101b. 
to  41rtT.    So  my  readers  can  imagine  what  a  day's 


I  am  afraid  still  is,  somewhat  •  insular  in  itH 
character. 

I  left  London  about  nine  o'clock  one  evening. 
The  journey  to  Dover  and  thence  to  Oatend 
passed  very  pleasantly.  Then  my  linguistic 
troubles  began.  First,  I  was  ignominiously 
ejected  from  a  lady's  carriage  into  which  I  had 
unwittingly  tumbled  in  the  dark  with  my  luggage ; 
then  I  had  a  slight  altercation  with  the  guard, 
who  appeared  to  want  to  denude  me  at  one  fell 
coup  of  all  my  treasured  coupons.  The  country 
between  Ostend  and  Brussels  seemed  rather  flat 
and  uninteresting,  but  still,  was  sufficiently 
strange  to  strike  the  eye  of  a  foreigner.  By  the 
time  we  arrived  at  Brussels  (somewhere  about  five 
in  the  morning)  I  was  glad  enough  of  my  first 
Continental  dejeuner;  and,  whilst  waiting  for  a 
quick  train  to  Liege,  took  a  drive  through  the 
principal  streets  of  Brussels,  with  which  I  was  so 
charmed  that  I  promised  myself  a  longer  inspec- 
tion on  my  return  journey,  not  then  knowing  that 
I  was  to  learn  that,  although  Vhomme  propose,  les 
dames  disposent. 

From  Brussels  to  Liege — and  especially  the 


delightful  centre  from  which  to  make  excursions. 
By  the  aid  of  the  railway  one  can  at  an 
infinitesimal  cost  explore  the  whole  romantic 
district,  rod  or  camera  in  hand,  according  to 
taste;  and  when  satiety  has  been  attained — ■ 
which  is  by  no  means  easy — drop  round  into 
the  valley  of  the  Ourthe,  or  even  take  much  mora 
ambitious  trips,  with  the  pleasant  consciousness 
that  you  always  have  a  veritable  home  to  return 
to.  One  can  find  ruined  castles  ad,  nav^earti, 
infinite  beauty  at  every  step,  and  fish  wherever 
the  river  flows.  Just  about,  and  within  easy 
reach  from,  Remouchamps  many  miles  of  free 
fishing  may  be  enjoyed.  Yon  can  choose  your 
objective,  don  your  wadera,  step  into  the  train, 
and  almost  from  the  railway  platform  into  the 
river,  and  fish  to  your  heart's  content,  frequently 
without  meeting  a  single  person  the  whole  day 
through. 

On  arrival,  after  a  much  needed  wash  and 
brush  up,  as  in  duty  bound,  I  desired  to  make  ,  a 
closer  acquaintance  with  the  river  Ambleve,  and 
which  I  found  "  a  thing  of  beauty  and  a  joy  for 
ever."   It  turned  out  to  be  a  bright,  clear,  wide 
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■port  we  should  have  had  could  we  have  success- 
fully withstood  the  agonies  of  mal-de-mer. 

F.  J.  Beownfield-Batbman. 


THE  VALLEY  OF  THE  AMBLEVE. 


A  PLEASANT  FISHING  HOLIDAY  IN  THE 
BELGIAN  ARDENNES. 

AuAiN  and  again  I  have  noticed  in  the  columns 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  inquiry  where  can  one 
spend  a  cheap  and  pleasant  holiday,  combining 
many  minor  attractions  according  to  individual 
taste,  but  not  forgetting  the  summum  bonum — 
good  fishing.  Most  of  my  summer  fishing  vaca- 
tions have  been  spent  well  within  our  tight  little 
island,  following  its  rivers  after  trout  or  coarse 
fish  or  hugging  its  coast  after  conger,  poUack, 
Doackerel,  or  anything  that  would  take  a  bait ;  but 
laet  August  I  thought,  for  once,  I  would  move 
farther  afield,  and,  having  heard  glowing  accounts 

the  beauty  of  the  Belgian  Ardennes,  I  managed 
to  pluck  up  the  necessary  courage  to  wend  my 
»ay  thither.  First,  I  read  everything  I  could  lay 
my  hands  on  that  promised  any  light  on  the  trip, 
ind  for  many  weeks  and  months  beforehand 
jurniahed  up  my  French,  which,  never  having 
ireviously  done  service  on  the  Continent,  wap,  and 


nearer  one  got  to  the  latter  city — the  scenery 
became  much  more  striking ;  and  after  Liege  the 
glamour  of  the  Ardennes  country  soon  broke  on 
one.  First  there  was  a  pretty  glimpse  of  the 
Meuse,  and  then  of  the  Ourthe  and  the  Ambleve, 
the  latter  of  which  rivers  was  to  be  my  fishing 
destination. 

I  had  arranged  to  meet  a  party  of  friends  at  the 
exquisite  little  village  of  Remouchamps,  they 
having  preceded  me  by  a  few  days,  and  I  was  glad 
enough  to  find  their  bright  English  smiling  faces 
awaiting  me  on  the  platform.  One  of  the  party 
had  already  visited  the  district  on  two  previous 
occasions,  and  the  spell  it  had  cast  over  him  was 
the  raison  d'rtre  of  our  arrival.  He  had  found 
from  past  experience  that  one  could  not  do  better 
than  put  up  at  the  Hotel  de  la  Grotte,  a 
charming  wayside  inn  owned  and  managed 
by  Messieurs  Lagasse,  where  every  comfort  was 
obtainable  on  the  most  moderate  terms,  and,  to 
fishermen  without  inordinately  long  purses,  I  may 
as  well  say  once  for  all  that  the  pension,  i.e., 
board  and  lodgings,  was  only  5  francs  a  day  for 
each  person,  and  the  food  provided  everything 
that  could  be  desired ;  in  fact,  we  felt  positively 
ashamed  to  tender  our  5  francs  in  return  for 
what  we  received. 

We  soon  discovered  that  Rdmouchamps  is  a 


but  mostly  shallow  stream,  with  here  and  there 
respectable  pools,  in  which  monster  trout,  chub, 
and  even  an  occasional  salmon  were  hiding.  We 
strolled  along  its  downward  course  as  far  as  the 
next  little  township  of  Aywaille,  which,  by  th<9 
way,  is  a  most  interesting  place,  whose  history 
goes  back  to  the  eleventh  century.  It  was  burnt 
to  the  ground  in  1286  by  the  Due  de  Brabant, 
was  again  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  met  with  total  destruction  in  17&4, 
after  a  battle  which  was  waged  around  it  between 
the  French  and  the  Austrians.  On  our  return 
journey  we  passed  the  church  of  Dieupart,  which 
dates  from  the  thirteenth  century,  and  is  said  tb 
have  been  built  from  the  debris  of  the  ancient 
Castle  of  Montjardin,  and  to  which  are  attached 
many  charming  legends,  which  one  can  appreciate 
to  the  full  on  the  spot.  Back  to  dinner,  and  then, 
having  three  weeks  only  for  fishing,  sight-seeing, 
and  acquiring  the  language,  we  decided  on  a  drive 
to  Spa,  to  obtain  our  fishing  licences.  We  were 
sufficiently  fortunate  to  be  driven  by  one  of  our 
hosts.  Monsieur  Emile  Lagasse.  who,  through  a 
drive  the  beauty  of  which  is  indelibly  fixed  on. 
our  minds,  pointed  out  to  us  the  various  objects  ' 
of  interest,  and  who,  throughout  our  stay,  was  our 
never  failing  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend.  H^ 
was  a  safe  driver  for  mountainous  country  in 
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whom  even  our  lady  friends  had  immediate 
unbounded  confidence;  a  born  fisherman,  who 

'  divined  by  intuition  where  fish  were  to  be  found ; 
a  splendid  craftsman  with  the  fly,  and  a  mine  of 
never  failing  good  nature.  In  fact,  I  may  here 
say  that  we  found  all  the  natives  of  the  enchanted 

'  valley  full  of  genuine  courtesy  to  strangers. 

We  were  delighted  with  Spa  and  its  surround- 

'  ings,  drank  the  waters,  and,  after  a  somewhat 

■  painful  interview  with  the  authorities  at  the 
Bureau  de  Poste,  obtained  our  licences  {permis  de 
p&che)  at  the  cost  of  only  two  francs  per  annum. 
The  official,  after  inspecting  my  shining  pate,  and 
hesitating  a  little,  with  true  Belgian  politeness 
described  me,  to  my  horror,  as  grissonant.  We 

•  had  a  pleasant  return  drive,  passing  the  ruins  of 
the  ancient  Chateau  de  Franchimont.the  scene  of 
many  a  gay  tournament  in  the  middle  ages. 

The  next  morning  at  five  o'clock,  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  my  Belgian  friends,  I  had  a  swim  in  the 
river,  under  the  walls  and  opposite  to  the  dungeon 
of  the  old  Castle  of  Montjardin,  where  there  is  a 
splendid  long  deep  stretch  of  water  free  to  all. 
There  was  a  white  mist  over  the  river,  but  in  I 

'  went,  and  was  undisturbed  except  for  the 
occasional  splash  of  a  large  trout  or  salmon.  This 
piece  of  water  also  contains  splendid  chub,  and  a 
little  lower  down  the  course  of  the  river  is  a  fine 
barbel  swim,  where  this  fish  is  often  taken  in 
large  quantities,  and  is  a  favourite  rendezvous  of 
those  who  desire  coarse  fishing.  I  continued  my 
morning  bath  in  the  river  during  the  whole  of  the 
three  weeks,  and  found  it  splendidly  invigorating. 
The  water  of  the  river  is  crystal  clear,  runs  over 
a  rocky  or  a  pebbly  bottom ;  there  is  no  mud,  and, 
as  a  consequence,  even  its  coarse  fish  are  all 
delicately  edible,  which  is  a  very  important 
natter  to  the  native  angler,  who  is  nothing  if  not 
a  "pot"  fisherman.  Oh  taking  my  dip  oti  the 
first  Sunday  I  found  I  was  forestalled.  I  met  a 
workman  at  the  river-eide  fishing  in  the  misty 
morning,  with  a  lad  shivering  at  his  side.  It 
appeared  they  had  walked  that  morning  from 
Theux,  through  the  fir  forests,  with  which  all  the 
hills  are  clad,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  river 
by  daylight.  He  was  fishing  for  chub  with  a 
ripe  cherry,  and  whilst  I  was  talking  to  him  a 
heavy  fish  took  both  his  chen-y  and  his  tackle. 
He  gave  me  much  information  about  the  fishing 
in  the  district,  and  said  that  he  worked  hard  all 
the  week,  but  every  Sunday  he  reserved  religiously 
for  the  river  side;  but  his  poor  little  boy,  who 
stood  trembling  in  the  keen  morning  air,  did  not 
appear  to  be  having  much  sport. 

On  the  Thursday,  our  second  day,  rod  in  hand 
we  explored  the  river  towards  Nonceveux,  in  the 
opposite  direction  to  that  in  which  we  had  already 
gone,  and  found  it  winding  amongst  innumerable 
hills,  wooded  to  the  water's  edge.  The  place 
seemed  a  veritable  fairyland.  We  had  a  sharp 
walk  to  get  back  to  an  early  dinner,  as  we 
intended  to  visit  the  Cascade  of  Coo,  one  of  the 
lions  of  the  neighbourhood.  This  turneiout  to 
be  a  charming  Kttfe  railway  excursion  My  one 
geatieraan  friend  and  I  could  not  devote  our- 
selves exclusively  to  fishing,  as  we  had  three 
ladies  on  our  hands  to  keep  pleased,  and  who,  very 
naturally,  preferred  driving  and  sight-seeing  to 
watching  us  floundering  about  in  the  river  in 
our  waders,  but  in  between  we  got  some  very  nice 
trout,  good  chub,  and  other  coarse  fish.  That 
there  were  plenty  of  fish  to  be  caught  was 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  our  dinner  table  was 
very  rarely  without  one  kind  or  another ;  salmon, 
trout,  or  chub.  Although  I  saw  plenty  of  barbel 
caught  whilst  I  was  there,  I  had  no  luck  with 
them  myself.  They  seem  to  be  a  very  uncertain 
fish. 

We  devoted  Saturday  to  a  trip  to  and  an 
inspection  of  the  ancient  city  of  Liege,  with  which 
we  were  all  delighted. 

On  Sunday  morning  came  one  of  the  surprises 
of  my  life.  I  had  no  sooner  got  back  from  the 
river  than  one  continuous  stream  of  people  began 
to  flow  towards  the  Roman  Catholic  church, 
gentle  and  simple,  big  and  little ;  everybody  in 
the  valley  seemed  to  go  to  mass.  As  there  was  no 
f'rotestant  place  of  worship  nearer  than  Spa,  I 
thought  I  could  not  do  better  than  follow  suit, 
and,  after  breakfast,  went  with  the  multitude  to 
church,  and  heard  a  good  deal  I  did  not  under- 
stand— I  presume  in  Latin — but  also  a  very 
good  sensible  discourse  from  the  priest,  who  was 
lil^teral  enough  to  say  that  religion  was  more  a 
matter  of  kindly  deeds  and  good  feeling  for  one's 


neighbour  than  even  coming  to  mass,  and  I  was 
so  pleased  with  him  that  I  made  a  point  of 
going  to  hear  him  during  each  Sunday 
of  our  stay.  He  certainly  amused  me  on 
one  occasion  when  he  preached  on  pilgrimages. 
He  said  pilgrimages  were  not  commanded  by  the 
Holy  Catholic  Church,  although  they  were 
favourably  regarded  by  that  august  body  when 
entered  upon  in  a  proper  spirit,  i.e  ,  when  under- 
taken in  a  prayerful  frame  of  mind.  But,  person- 
ally, he  did  not  frequently  advocate  them,  as  he 
found  that  his  parishioners  treated  them  in  too 
light  a  vein,  merely  as  a  kind  of  sight- seeing 
picnic.  He  very  naively  remarked :  "  A  pilgrimage 
is  not,  as  some  of  you  appear  to  think,  anoccision 
for  going  into  a  neighbouring  town  to  find  out 
which  is  the  best  cafe."  He  then  announced  a 
religious  procession  for  one  of  the  following  week 
days,  and  stated  that,  whilst  every  possible  pro- 
vision would  be  made  for  their  amusement,  when 
the  procession  passed  it  would  be  agreeable  to  God 
that  they  should  comport  themselves  reverently. 
I  was  so  taken  in  by  all  their  outward  show  of 
reverence  and  piety  that  for  the  moment  I  felt  quite 
ashamed  of  our  lack  of  the  same  sort  of  thing  at 
home  in  many  parts  of  England;  but  I  had  an 
eye  opener  when  I  saw  the  little  kick  up  with 
which  they  closed  their  day  that  began  so  piously. 
As  the  day  wore  into  evening,  on  visiting  Ay  waille, 
I  found  that  my  quiet,  religious  little  valley  of  the 
morning  had  put  on  a  very  different  air,  and  was 
in  danger  of  becoming  a  veritable  pandemonium. 
It  appeared  a  Sunday  fair  was  being  held.  All 
the  drinking  shops  were  going  full  tilt ;  gambling 
was  openly  going  on  in  the  streets ;  and  men  and 
women  were  shouting  and  singing  in  the  most 
uproarious  manner.  Alas  for  my  first  conception 
of  the  godly  valley ! 

On  the  Saturday  a  fine  salmon,  which  disdained 
every  legitimate  lure,  had  been  shot  as  ii  was 
passing  over  one  of  the  shallows,  and  on  the 
Sunday  it  graced  our  dinner  table.  I  could  not 
concur  in  this  style  of  sport,  but  evidently  they 
were  determined  not  to  lose  their  salmon.  Many 
salmon  were  taken  close  to  and  in  the  village 
during  our  stay.  One  got  into  a  mill-race  and 
was  captured  by  the  miller,  but  I  am  afraid  many 
more  were  shot  than  taken  in  more  orthodox 
ways. 

One  of  our  hosts  caught  a  large  trout,  which 
was  also  to  have  graced  our  table.  It  was  cleaned 
and  hung  up  in  a  kitehen,  but,  unfortunately,  the 
cat,  who  also  considered  herself  a  good  judge  of 
fish,  managed  to  reach  it,  and  mangled  it  so  that 
it  could  not  be  made  use  of,  and  this,  as  our 
friend  gravely  informed  us,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  there  was  an  image  of  the  Virgin  in  the 
room,  who  did  not  in  any  manner  interfere  with 
the  thief.  But  pussy  did  not  get  another  chance 
whilst  we  were  there. 

On  the  Monday,  to  please  our  ladies,  we  took  a 
long  drive  around  Aywaille,  Harze  and  Stou- 
mont,  passing  along  glorious  country  and  over  a 
range  of  hills,  from  which  we  could  see  immense 
distances  in  the  directions  of  France,  Germany, 
and  Holland ;  and  then  down  the  most  precipitous 
hill  imaginable,  at  the  bottom  of  which  we  again 
found  our  beloved  Amblove,  and  followed  its 
windings  home  to  dinner. 

The  Tuesday  being  a  saint's  day,  we  stayed  at  home 
to  watch  the  religious  procession.  All  hands  went 
to  work,  and  the  streets  were  decorated  in  a  trice. 
We  were  greatly  edified  by  the  pious  demeanour 
of  the  people,  but  we  were  not  taken  in  by  it  this 
time,  as  we  knew  that  they  would  have  a  little  kick 
up  afterwards  to  make  up  for  their  extra  sanctity, 
and  they  did. 

On  the  Wednesday  we  took  a  long  drive  by 
Spa  and  Francorchamps  to  the  town  of  Malmedy, 
six  miles  across  the  German  frontier.  It  made  a 
long  delightful  day,  lasting  from  5  a.m.  till  9  p.m. 
It  was  a  novel  experience  for  most  of  us  to  be 
overhauled  by  the  German  and  Belgian 
authorities  at  the  frontier.  Our  pigeon  French 
stood  us  in  good  stead  at  this  little  frontier  town, 
our  united  stock  of  German  being  very  small 
indeed. 

The  following  days  were  spent  in  trout  and 
chub  fishing  at  Les  fonds  de  Quarreux,  a  beautiful 
spot  some  little  distance  up  the  river.  The  water 
was  sufficiently  shallow  for  comfortable  wading, 
but  very  rapid.  The  chub  here  averaged  about 
lib.  in  weight.  The  trout  were  not  large,  running 
four  or  five  to  the  pound,  but  were  very 
numerous,  bit  readily,  and  gave  capital  sport 


both  to  the  fly  and  otherwise.  There  is  a  lovely 
stretch  of  water  from  Quarreux  downwards — 
rocks  everywhere  jutting  above  the  stream,  and 
between  every  pair  of  rocks  a  trout.  The 
surrounding  scenery  is  wild  and  beaiitiful,  and 
once  viewed  is  not  easily  forgotten. 

Wherever  tha  river  goes  the  railway  follows, 
so  it  is  easy  enough  to  vary  your  fishing  ground, 
whilst   keeping    in    touch    with    your  base. 
We  spent  many  pleasant  days  in  climbing  thM 
hills  and  visiting  different  spots  of  interest  with3 
reach  of  our  village.    We  found  the  hillsidd 
teeming  with  blackberries,  but  rarely  saw  any  « 
the  natives  gathering  them.    There  were  rqiJ 
professional  beggars,  which,  I  believe,  are  the  p^l 
of  most  Catholic  countries,  but  there  was  im 
squalid    poverty,   at    any  rate,  amongst    t  J 
peasantry  of   our  own  village.     The  pooren 
person  owned  at  least  a  cow,  and  all  appeared  ta 
be  exceedingly  sober  and  industrious  people,  fall 
in  advance  of  our  own  similar  classes.  ' 

We  found  great  pleasure  and  interest  in 
visiting  the  various  cathedrals,  churches,  and 
public  buildings  wherever  our  wanderings  took  ns. 

We  devoted  one  morning  to  the  grotto  at  the 
back  of  our  hotel.  An  idea  of  its  extent  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  it  took  us  nearly  two 
hours  to  explore  it  in  part,  but  no  notion  can  be 
given  of  its  marvellous  beauty  and  interest.  It  is 
a  place  to  see  once  and  remember  for  a  lifetime. 

We  also  visited  various  other  natural  objects  of 
interest,  chaudieres,  subterranean  rivers,  fagne 
country,  and  in  particular  one  day  set  off  for  a 
long  tramp  through  the  woods  to  visit  a  spot  of 
exquisite  beauty  called  "  Diana's  Bath,"  and,  as  I 
found  Diana  was  not  at  home,  and  the  day  was 
hot,  I  was  guilty  of  the  sacrilege  of  using  her 
bath,  which  was  deep  enough  to  necessi^te 
swimming. 

One  day  whilst  out  fishing  for  smaller  fry,  I 
espied  a  splendid  salmon  making  a  regular  round 
on  an  extensive  shallow.  We  tried  him  with  the 
fly  and  other  more  edible  trifles,  but  he  merely 
shook  his  head  sadly  at  them,  and  continned  his 
methodical  swim.  A  gun  was  not  part  of  onr 
fishing  paraphernalia,  so  we  mournfully  left  our 
first  and  last  salmon  where  we  found  him.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that,  by  way  of  improving  these 
occasions,  the  natives  are  not  too  proud  to  use  a 
pitehfork. 

We  paid  two  or  three  vijits  to  Lit'ge,  and 
spent  a  day  on  a  trip  into  Holland,  visiting 
Maestricht.  Here  our  French  was  at  a  discount 
but  we  managed  to  rub  along,  and  had  a  good 
look  over  this  historic  spot,  writing  it  down  at 
its  close  as  one  of  our  red-letter  days. 

We  spent  most  of  our  Sundays  quietly  read- 
ing on  the  hill-tops  dominating  our  hotel. 

At  last  the  evil  day  came  round  for  onr 
return,  when,  with  faltering  tongues  and  much 
kindly  feelings  in  our  hearts,  we  bade  good- 
bye to  our  hosts,  who  had  become  our  friends, 
and  started  off  on  a  long  round  by  Rivage, 
Marloie,  J emelle,  Dinant,  a  three  honrs'  trip  on 
the  river  Meuse,  Namur,  and,  in  due  coirse, 
Brussels,  Ostend,  Dover,  and  at  last  London, 
and  home  followed. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  say  that  y>t 
were  so  pleased  with  our  trip  that  the  two 
fishermen  of  the  party  intend  repeating  it 
at  the  first  opportunity,  and  the  ladies  are 
already  spoiling  for  a  second  dose.       F.  S.  L. 


A  FEW  RBMARKvS  ON  TRADE 
EXHIBITIONS. 


A  GENTLEMAN  recently  said  that  he  had 
noticed  our  stand  at  a  number  of  exhibitionat 
and  asked  the  question,  "Do  you  find  it  payF" 
I  think  he  seemed  surprised  at  my  answer  when 
I  assiired  him  that,  so  far  as  goods  sold,  the  profit 
made  never  jet  covered  our  expenses,  for  be 
exclaimed :  "  Then  why  do  you  keep  on  showing ; 
is  it  simply  to  keep  your  name  before  the 
public?"  Yes,  that  is  just  it.  If  you  don't 
advertise  in  some  shape  or  form  the  public  soon 
forget  you,  and  your  trade  will  certainly  fall  off 
besides,  you  get  some  good  Press  notices,  whit  l 
greatly  belp  one,  frequently  bringing  trade 
months  after  the  show  is  over. 

I  believe  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium  in  the  year  1877  was  one  of  the  beat  of 
its  kind  held  in  London.   The  firm   I  was 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


"FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund — the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  E.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  ordera,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


EIGHTEENTH  LIST. 

Mrs,  Wm.  Black   

Mr.  T.  Norton  Longman   • 

Mr.  T.  Schilling,  Fly  Fishers'  Club  

Mr.  W.  Williams   

Mr.  Geo.  F.  Wilson  

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society  (Islington),  proceeds  of  concert  in  aid  of  the 

F.  G.  Tobacco  Fund  {per  Mr.  0.  Carr,  sec.)   

From  Members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  (per  Mr,  G.  H.  Howard) 


£  8. 

1  1 
1  0 
0  10 
0  5 
0  10 


Amonnt  from  seTenteenth  list 
Total   


5  14  0 
...  214   9  5 

.:.  220   3  5 


Miss  Helen  C.  Norman,  Lady  Superintendent  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Netley,  writes  : 
Deae  Me.  Maeston, — What  a  lovely  supply  of  tobacco ;  the  patients  will  have  a  good  time 
for  some  weeks  now. 

You  must  thank  your  contributors  for  me  for  all  they  have  done  for  our  wounded  soldiers  here. 
I  must  also  thank  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  to  get  me  cards. — I  remain,  yours  truly, 
March  3,  1900.  (Signed)  Helen  C.  Noeman. 

[Since  then  I  have  sent  a  further  supply  of  some  hundreds  of  tins  of  tobacco  and  cigai-ettes. 
I  have  made  inquiries  through  the  War  Office  and  Admiralty,  and  have,  I  believe,  sent  tobacco  to 
every  man  who  has  been  sent  home  invalided  from  the  war.  There  are  many  more  to  come,  I  regret 
to  say.  R.  B.  Maeston.J 


manager  for  at  the  time  were  invited  to  show 
their  goods  free  of  charge  for  space. 

Most  of  the  well-known  anglers  of  the  day 
sent  cases  of  stuffed  specimen  fish,  as  did  many 
clubs ;  and  our  old  friend  the  late  Frank 
Bnckland's  curios  occupied  a  prominent  position 
in  the  gallery  near  the  grand  organ.  It  was  an 
exhibit  to  be  proud  of.  What  a  falling  oS  there 
has  been  of  late  years  I  If  it  were  now  called  a 
Tackle  Trade  Show  it  would  be  better  named 
than  still  calling  it  by  its  old  name,  the  Fisheries. 
And  the  same  with  the  Yachting,  yachts  being 
conspicuous  by  their  absence.  It  might  now  be 
called  the  Motor  Exhibition,  a  perfect  one  in  its 
way,  quite  up  to  date  ;  but  one  frequently  hears 
the  remark,  "  But  where  are  the  yachts  ?  " 

From  an  angler's  point  of  view,  motor  launches, 
with  their  easy,  gliding  motion  and  noiseless 
machinery,  are  a  vast  improvement  upon  the 
Thames  horror,  viz.,  the  Puffing  Billy,  so  destruc- 
tive to  fish  spawn.  I  am  informed  that  the 
electric  launches  can  be  hired  for  the  day  from 
two  to  ten  guineas.  A  trip,  say,  from  Henley  to 
Pangbourne  and  back,  or  to  Wallingford  direct, 
would  in  the  summertime  be  most  delightful.  I 
think  anglers  do  not  so  much  mind  this  sort  of 
craft,  always  provided  that  there  are  not  too 
many  of  them  ;  but  it  is  quite  on  the  cards  our 
dear  old  Thames  will  some  day  be  blocked  up, 
similar  to  Fleet- street  or  the  Strand,  by  congested 
traffic  la  crawling  cabs,  &c.  Oh  1  how  different 
it  was  in  the  forties  and  fifties  to  what  it  is 
now  I 

I  certainly  believe,  if  properly  carried  out, 
exhibitions  draw  a  number  of  people — many  who 
object  to  enter  a  shop  or  store  unless  they  intend 
to  purchase  something.  Now,  at  a  show,  gentle- 
men can  examine  and  try  a  rod,  or  any  number 
of  rods,  without  being  pestered  to  buy,  and  many 
articles  come  under  their  notice  they  otherwise 
would  miss  seeing,  thus  helping  trade  in  the 
future.  Tliere  are  very  few  Vjetter  places  in 
London  to  hold  a  trade  exhibition  than  the  Royal 
Af^uarium,  being  easily  reached  by  omnibus  or 
rail.   Then  why  not  try  a  big  Sporting  Exhibi- 


tion, indoor  and  outdoor  sports  ?  This  should  be 
a  great  success  if  properly  worked,  as  nearly  all 
of  us  love  sport  ot  some  kind  br  other. 

Some  firms  are  under  the  impression  that  it  is 
a  waste  of  time  and  money  to  show  at  exhibitions, 
and  say  if  gentlemen  require  any  goods  they 
always  come  to  the  shop.  This  may  be  true  in  a 
few  instances ;  but,  if  taken  in  a  broader  sense, 
is  it  not  better  to  take  your  goods  wherfe  persons 
most  do  congregate  ?  Old  Exhibitob. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
There  was  a  gratifying  assembly  of  members  on 
Monday  evening  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  Mr.  W. 
Edmonds  presiding  over  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the 
society.  The  magnificent  preserved  tarpon  presented  to 
the  society  by  Mr.  William  H.  Walker  had  been  returned 
from  the  taxidermists,  who  had  been  "touching  it  np," 
and  was  most  deservedly  admired.  Its  weight  ia  1451b. 
(lOlb.  less  than  one  in  the  Norwich  Museum),  the  length 
6tt.  2in.,  and  the  girth  38in.  It  was  killed  by  Mr. 
Edward  von  Hofe  at  Captiva  Pass,  Florida,  and  secured 
in  America  by  Mr.  Walker,  who,  as  before  stated,  most 
generously  handed  it  over  to  the  society.  There  is  no 
doubt  it  will  form  a  very  great  and  conspicuous  feature  in 
the  splendid  collection  the  society  already  has,  and  make 
the  museum  more  attractive  and  valuable  than  it  ever  was. 
As  to  fishing  reports,  several  members  had  been  to 
Uxbridge,  but  had  not  bad  much  sport,  roach,  jack,  and 
chub  having  been  most  supine.  Mr.  H.  H.  Biown,  with  a 
party  of  three  friends,  had  been  after  jack  in  private 
water,  and  between  them  had  landed  2241b.  of  fish.  Mr. 
Brown's  bag  was  eleven  fish,  heaviest  lOIb.,  taken  spinning, 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  had  two  dozen  roach  from  the 
Thames,  averaging  Jib.  each,  but  at  Newbury  Mr.  Frank 
Ward  had  done  nothing  worth  mentioning.  Two  trays  of 
lovely  roach  were  exhibited  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  and 
Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  the  largest  fish  in  each  show  weighing 
lib.  6oz.  All  were  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  the  dis- 
plays were  much  admired.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf 
exhibited  a  new  dapping  rod  which  was  tried  by  several 
present,  and  Dr.  Patterson  showed  some  very  long  "  tips  " 
for  fly  fishing,  each  strand,  if  we  remember  rightly, 
measuring  40in.  in  length.  A  last  word  about  the<annual 
dinner,  oh  MoLdaynext,  atthe  Holborn  Restaurant.  The 
musical  programme  has  baen  arranged,  and  is  in  the 
printer's  hands.  Members  who  have  not  already  inti- 
mated their  intention  of  being  present  should  communicate 
with  the  hon.  sec.  without  delay  in  order  to  save  trouble 
in  providing  seats  on  the  evening  in  question.  Covers  will 
b«  removed  at  7  p.m.  pnnctaally.  M,  (1.  E.  de  C. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  Chertsey),— One  day.  with  Mr.  Gordon,  one 
brace  ot  jick,  the  largest  weighing 731b.  Fiihiag  with  two 
gentlemen,  on  March  11,  bad  some  very  fine  roach  and 
perch.  Sixty  gocd  perch  taken  by  a  gentleman  above 
lock.  I  have  seen  several  good  trout  on  the  move.  One 
day,  Mr.  Chambers,  nine  good  jack  (the  lar^tebt  .^Ib.  7iv/j.), 
five  returned  to  the  river. — Lotan  Hackktt  (Fisherman). 

— —  (Datchet). — The  river  just  getting  into  fine  order 
and  the  close  season  comes  on  us.  There  have  been  a  few 
fish  caught  lately ;  Mr.  .Jacobs  had  18lb.  of  roach  on 
the  11th.  I  was  out  with  Mr.  Painter,  who  had  a  nice  lot 
of  perch.  I  was  engaged  for  a  few  hours  this  morning, 
caught  two  dozen  roach  and  perch  ;  went  out  on  my  own 
for  a  couple  of  hours  this  afternoon,  caught  one  jack  (51b.), 
six  chub  with  bread,  and  two  roach. — G.  L'  MsrjKX. 

—  (Eton). — The  water  during  the  past  week  baa 
been  a  splendid  colour,  but  the  cold  winds  have  kept  the 
fish  from  feeding  as  well  as  was  expected  after  the  recent 
flood.  A  London  angler  took  four  jack  at  Clewer  Point, 
and  also  a  fine  trout  about  81b.,  which  was  carefully 
returned  without  injury.  Mr.  H.  Stinton,  jun.,  had  a 
good  jack  of  51b.  on  the  11th  ;  and  R.  Gray,  one  of  121b. 
on  the  same  day.  I  was  out  on  Tuesday  with  Mr.  A, 
Stevenson,  piloted  by  J.  Eeene,  and  had  a  nice  lot  of 
roach,  four  jack,  and  about  two  dozen  of  the  best  perch  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  taking  from  the  Thames  for 
Eeveral  ytars.  The  members  of  the  Windsor  and  Eton 
Preservation  Association  are  going  out  on  Thursday  to  net 
the  places  where  fish  have  been  lett  behind  after  the  flood. 
— Cecil  Howlett. 

—  (Henley).— The  water  has  been  in  splendid  con- 
dition during  the  last  week  of  fishing,  although  a  little 
less  straam  would  have  been  better,  but  plenty  of  good 
spcrb  has  been  had  with  the  pike,  perch,  roach,  and  chub. 
The  professional  fishermen  have  been  very  busy,  and  their 
patrons  have  been  rewaided  with  some  gocd  bags.  Among 
the  best  was  a  pike  of  151b.,  taken  by  a  patron  of  G, 
Arlett's  ;  while  a, patron  of  J.  James  has  had  chub  up  to 
4^\h.,  and  G.  Vaughan  has  piloted  bis  client?  to  pike  up  to 
lOJlb.  Bags  of  roach  and  perch  up  to  301b.  have  been 
made,  and  a  number  of  jack  have  been  taken  by  local 
anglers.  The  b,  s",  of  these  was  a  pike  of  141b.,  taken  by 
G.  Harvey,  jun.,  on  the  14th  inst.  To  give  details  of  the 
various  takes  would  occupy  too  much  space.  I  can  only 
say  that  nearly  every  angler  that  has  been  out  has  been 
rewarded  with  good  sport.  Ihavejast  seen  Bob  Young, 
of  Medmenham.  He  tells  me  that,  cut  yesterday,  the  14th, 
with  Mr.  Barnett,  they  took  s9ven  pike,  weighing  431b., 
best  fish  14ilb.  Altogether  it  has  been  a  v(r/  gocd  finish 
to  a  bad  season,  and  prospects  f  jr  the  opening  of  the  trout 
fishing  are  hopeful. — Stanley  Mead. 

 (Kingston), — The  water  was  in  spleniid  condition 

ft r  the  finish  cf  the  season.  A  great  number  of  anglers 
we  r  3  out  each  day,  and  mostly  did  well  from  bank  and  punt, 
Mr.  Girlin?,  fishing  with  Davison,  had  281b.  roach  and 
bream.  Mr.  Newman  had  some  good  rjach  with  Knight, 
—J.  R.  R. 

  (Walton).— (Wednesday).   Ths  water  has  gone 

down  again,  and  is  in  good  condition  for  all-round  fishing. 
Out  with  Mr.  Alderson,  three  dozen  perch  and  tix  bream  ; 
four  of  the  largest  perch,  which  weighed  (51b.,  and  the 
largest  bream,  whicli  weighed  4lb.,  were  retained,  the 
others  being  returned.  Out  again  with  Mr.  Rsid,  two  jack, 
two  bream,  and  eight  perch  ;  perch  returned.  Mr.  Price  and 
Mr.  Duflield,  five  dozen  perch  and  a  tecoh  21b.  ;  eight  of 
the  largest  perch  retaiaed,  the  others  returned.  Mr. 
Nash,  two  dozen  perch  (six  were  retained,  the  others 
returned),  and  three  roach,  weighing  Jib.  each.  Perch, 
roach,  and  bream,  and  one  small  jick  were  taken  from  the 
bank  on  March  11.— John  Hone. 

Aacholme  District.— Owing  to  comparatively  finer- 
weather  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  closing 
days  of  coarse  fishing,  and  some  gxd  roach,  perch,  and  eels 
have  been  taken,  also  a  few  pike.  The  river  is  well 
stocked  with  fisQ,  and  prospects  look  bright  for  the 
spawning  season.  There  is  an  abundance  of  water  still 
running  down.— Thomas  Ford  (Cai:tor). 

Brnndall  (BTorfolk).- A  gentleman  in  the  njxt 
village  landed  from  a  private  broad  in  the  vicinity  two 
pike,  26ib.  and  241b.  respectively,  on  Saturday  last ;  one 
of  these  has  been  sent  to  London  to  be  set  up.  I  did 
not  see  these  fish,  but  got  the  information  from  the  man- 
servant.—W.  H.  E. 

Bute  (Homing  Perry).- Two  fine  pike  (lUb.  and 
lOJlb.),  together  with  two  small  ones,  were  landed  here 
on  Monday  morning  by  a  marshman.  I  saw  these,  so 
know  they  are  all  right. — W.  H,  E. 

Cornish  Streams.— For  trout  fishing  March  16  is  the 
opening  day,  and,  from  appearances  now  (Wednesday), 
prospects  are  anything  but  encouraging.  Toe  Camel  and 
Fowey  have  dropped  down  to  an  ordinary  level,  and  the 
water  is  clear.  Good  reports,  however,  reach  me  of  the 
stock  of  trout  everywhere.  Short  season  tickets  are  now 
issued  by  the  Camel  executive,  and  the  prices  for  monthly, 
weekly,  or  daily  tickets  to  fish  in  any  cf  the  streams 
flowing  into  the  sea  between  the  Land's  End  and  Bude 
have  been  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade.  Why  the 
Fowey  does  not  follow  suit  is  inexplicable.  Excitement 
still  continues  about  the  Ljnher,  which  is  just  now  showing 
a  magnificent  quantity  of  salmon. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Baskets  this  week 
have  been  something  of  a  contiast  to  those  of  last  week, 
as  in  consequence  ot  the  cold  east  wind  things  sri  quiet. 
Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  had  nearly  a  couple  of  dozen  on 
Thursday,  a  few  brace  falling  to  the  rods  of  Me3f  rj.  8.  P. 
Adams  and  Soper.  By  eveningfisbing,  Meeers.  E.  Acrelland 
Distin  have  creeled  small  lots,  but  the  water  is  very  fine, 
although  there  is  a  good  flow.    Mr,  J.  Edmonds  waa 
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fortunate  enoni^h  to  take  the  first  Bvlmon,  a  o-p sunder, 
which  he  landed  near  Totnes  Weir.  He  alao  ran  another, 
which  clearad.  The  nets  at  the  weir  hive  Oiptursd  a  iew 
good  fieh,  but  smiller  lota  still  hava  been  netted!  ower 
down.  Alccgather  the  prospect  for  salmoniDg  is  any- 
thing bat  promising.  Trout,  however,  are  reported  to 
be  fairly  numerous.  The  Blue  Upright,  Half  Stone,  and 
February  Red,  are  about  the  most  attractive  baits  to  be 
used  at  present. — Devoniax. 

Devonshire  Streams.— There  is  an  entire  lack  of 
good  reports  from  any  of  the  rivers,  the  cold  east  winds 
having  been  all  against  anything  like  sport.  Baskets  have 
been  email,  but  taken  generally  trout  seem  to  be  fairly 

Plentiful,  and  the  streams  are  running  in  good  volume. 
_  'he  prospects  for  the  Tavy  are  considered  to  be  bright,  as 
in  addition  to  the  river  being  re-stocked  with  trout,  the 
pollution  of  the  rivers  by  mine  refuse  is  likely  to  be 
avoided.  Little  fishing  has,  however,  been  done  up  to  the 
present.  A  number  of  trout  have  been  turned  into  the 
Mid-Taw  and  Little  Dart ;  whilst  on  the  Otter,  where  the 
Blue_  Uprights  and  Bed  Palmers  are  killing,  some  well- 
conditioned  trout  have  been  creeled. — Devonian. 

Dorsstshire  Stonr  (uaar  Chris ichtircli).— The 
Dorset  Stour  has  been  in  flood  nearly  all  the  season,  so 
that  Alderman  Newlyn's  subscribers  have  had  a  poor 
season.  Mr.  F.  G.  Lloyd,  of  Langley  Hall,  Langley, 
Backs,  determined  to  have  three  days  as  soon  as  there  was 
a  chance,  and,  although  the  water  was  very  heavy  and 
running  in  great  volume  and  force,  he  took  in  three  days 
thirty-six  pike.  On  Thursday  last  he  took  fourteen, 
weighing  1031b.,  and  lost  several  others.  He  had  this 
sport  in  one  spot  without  once  moving  the  punt. — H.  N. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Sport  has  considerably  improved 
during  the  last  few  days.  Mr.  T.  Robinson  has  had  four 
fish,  91b.,  91b,,  lOib.,  201b.,  on  the  Doctor's  Flat;  the 
Corby  Castle  keeper,  six,  from  91b.  to  201b. ;  Messra. 
Fairer  and  Smith,  seven,  in  the  Low  House  water,  from 
71b.  to  171b.;  Mr.  Liddall,  of  Warwick  Hall,  four;  Mr. 
Norman  Fletcher,  four,  81b.  to  14lb.,  at  Armathwaite 
Hall ;  George  Bone,  Armathwaite  Castle  keeper,  two, 
161b.,  17ib. ;  Mr.  Collingwood  and  friend,  three,  7ib.,  81b., 
171b.,  between  Wetheral  and  Warwick;  Mr.  Graham 
Sandeman,  four,  91b.,  91b.,  91b.,  101b.,  at  Syke  Foot  and 
Low  House;  Mr.  G.  Coulthard,  two,  81b.,  101b.,  in  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  water ;  Mr.  A.  Lang,  one,  211b.,  in  the 
Corby  water;  Mr.  Reynolds,  one,  81b.,  at  Armstrong's 
Wood  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  CoUingham,  one,  181b.,  at  Armathwaite  ; 
and  Mr.  Warwick,  one,  17ilb.,  in  the  Carlisle  Association 
water.  The  snow  melting  on  the  hills  is  keeping  up  the 
river.  No  fish  are  running  from  the  Solway,  bo  that  the 
market  is  poorly  supplied  with  salmon.  I  hear  that  the 
proposed  salmon  hatchery  is  likely  to  go  on. — Silver 
Gbey. 

Esk  (Whitby).— As  the  result  of  some  days  of  fairly 
good  meteorological  conditions  this  water  has  deteriorated 
somewhat,  and  the  recent  heavy  floods  which  swept  the 
river  have  subsided,  leaving  the  CDnditions  for  angling 
much  bstter.  Pinkey  fishing  has  not  jet  been  indulged  in 
by  the  bcil  anglers,  and  the  op jning  of  the  trout  teison 
yesterday  (March  16),  did  not  witness  much  activity  along 
the  banks  of  the  river.  On  Friday,  March  9,  one  thouaana 
yearling  trout  were  deposited  in  the  Castleton  and 
Danby  waters,  and  five  thousand  more  are  to  be  turned  in 
shortly.  They  are  supplied  by  the  Wyresdale  Fishing  Co., 
Ltd.,  and  the  first  instalment  were  a  fine  lot.  Thecominj 
season  promises  to  be  a  remurerative  one,  and  the 
prospects  at  the  time  of  writing  are  fairly  good. — J. 
Jackson. 

Bxe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  river  has  now  run 
down  somewhat,  and  with  a  prevalence  of  east  winds 
both  salmon  and  trout  have  proved  sluggish.  From  the 
general  scarcity  of  the  former,  both  on  lower  as  well  as 
upper  reaches,  it  seems  daar  that  up  to  now  but  few  fish 
have  run,  although  there  has  been  abundance  of  water. 
Prolably  the  fish  are  waiting  in  the  estuary  for  a  warmer 
current.  At  Salmon  Pool,  which  is  the  cream  of  the 
early  rod  fishing,  but  half  a  dozen  only  have  been  grassed, 
and  these  have  simply  averaged  81b.  The  nets  below  have 
thus  far  done  wretchedly.  The  trout  have  riten  in  a  very 
fitful  manner  on  most  days,  and  baskets  of  three  to  four 
brace  have  taken  some  getting.  The  Blue  Uprights  and 
Duns,  with  February  Red,  have  been  favourite  flies.  The 
pike  season  wound-up  well  both  on  liver  and  canal  alike, 
two  anglers  on  the  ktter  scoring  twenty-six  fish  between 
them  in  two  days'  fishing.  But  these  fish  are  now  heavy 
in  spawn,  and  exi-spt  in  trout  preserves  should  be  given  a 
free  pass  till  next  teason. — Red  Palmek. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiinos.  and  Camba.).— 
The  waters  of  the  Fen  drains  ran  o^^  remarkably  well  last 
week,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  angling  was  resumed  in 
many  places.  Perhaps  the  Glen  at  Surfleet  offered  the 
best  facilities.  From  this  water  some  nice  roach  have 
been  taken  with  worms  close  to  the  bank,  and  in  addition 
numbers  of  perch  were  brought  to  bank.  One  angler 
indeed  landei  a  well  developed  tench  scaling  upwards  of 
2ib.  At  otber  points  anglers  were  noticed  to  be  busy,  but 
few  reports  are  to  hand  as  yet.  The  season  ends  to-day 
( Wednesday; .  —  Limi'k.t. 

,  Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— The  Idle  and  its 
tributaries  have  fined  down  a  good  deal  since  last  writing, 
and  some  sportsmen  hive  turned  out  in  pursuit  of  roach 
and  dace,  or  have  been  epinuing  for  pike  below  Retford. 
The  canal,  however,  between  Retford  and  Stockwith,  has 
had  the  greatett  number  of  visitors.  The  "  Nine  Miles 
Pond  "  below  lietford,  as  it  is  called,  has  fished  consider- 
ably better  than  other  sections.  Some  capital  roach  came 
from  the  reaches  bitween  Ilayton  and  Clayworth.  The 
Trent  ran  down  very  fast  during  the  middle  of  kst  week, 
and  sport  was  resumed  among  the  roach  on  Saturday. 
Fi*hing  is  now  at  an  end,  except  in  the  private  waters. —  L. 

Lake  Vjrnwy  (North  ■Wal«s).— The  fishing  season 
on  this  lake  has  begun,  and  though  the  weather  has  been 
very  unfavourable  for  good  fishing,  some  nice  baskets  have 


already  been  made.  On  the  6th,  Mr.  Pine  killed  thirteen 
fish,  and  Mr.  Wallis,  five.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  Wallia  and 
Mr.  Malpass  took  six  fish  each,  and  Mr.  Pine  had  three. 
On  the  10:h,  Mr.  Pine  creeled  fourteen ;  Mr.  Malpiss  and 
Mr.  WaLlis,  three  each ;  and  Mr.  Monkhouse,  two.  On 
the  12th,  Messrs.  Wallis,  Malpass,  and  Pine,  five  each  ; 
and  Mr.  Paulet,  four.  On  the  13tb,  Mr.  Wallis  killed 
five ;  and  Mr.  Malpass,  four. ,  The  best  fish  of  the  week 
was  killed  by  Mr.  Pine,  it  weighed  lib.  4oz. — Longdrift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— On  the  Lea,  Wednesday 
witnessed  the  close  of  the  pike  and  perch  fishing  season, 
and  since  my  last  report,  the  water  having  fined  down 
nicely,  good  fish  in  both  classes  have  been  landed.  Near 
Hertford  a  91b.  pike  has  been  taken,  and  between  Ware 
and  Rye  House  a  number  of  pound  perch  have  been 
brought  to  bank.  These  fish  early  in  the  week  were 
frequently  to  be  met  with  in  anglers'  baskets  at  St. 
Margaret's, _Mr.  A.  McGuiness  having  a  brace  going  2 Jib. 
The  perch  in  the  Lea,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Thames  tish, 
are  heavy  in  spawn,  and^in  some  instances  they  have  been 
returned.  In  other  directions  all  the  sizeable  perch  landed 
have  been  retained,  notably  about  a  score  caught  in  the 
Anglers'  Association's  Entield  Lock  fishery,  and  which 
are  described  as  "bursting  with  spawn."  Considering 
that  perch  appear  to  become  more  thriving  and  increasing, 
anglers  would  help  to  improve  their  fishing  in  this 
direction  by  returning  as  many  in  spawn  perch  as  possible. 
The  Lea  this  week  has  also  yielded  nice  roach,  but  few 
really  good  shows  have  been  obtained,  the  result  doubtless 
of  the  cold  winds.  The  river  is  in  capital  order  for  roach- 
ing  operations.  Coarse  fishing  closed  on  the  Stort  on 
Wednesday,  and  according  to  reports  to  hand  the  wind-up 
was  anything  but  satisfactory,  roach  biting  very  shyly. 
Trout  fishing  on  the  Lea  is  a  month  later  than  the 
Thames,  not  opening  until  May  1.  Here  and  there  feed- 
ing fish  have  already  been  noted. — Izaak  Walton. 

Xtugg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  running  a  nice  level,  and  are  clear,  and  have 
run  into  capital  order  for  fishing.  The  fine  weather  of  the 
past  few  days  has  made  a  great  deal  of  difference  to  the 
prospects,  and  if  the  weather  would  only  turn  warmer 
angling  would  be  brisk.  The  cold  nights  and  windy  days 
have  kept  flies  from  coming  on,  and  jthe  fish  are  not  rising 
well  as  yet.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  used  Red 
Palmer,  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  and  Dark  Willow,  but 
few  fish  landed.  Bottom  fishing  successful.  The  Finsley 
is  in  good  order. — Gwynnb. 

JtTigg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsland).— Rivers 
sink  very  slowly,  yet  they  should  be  fishable  by  the 
beginning  of  coming  week.  Weather  is  dead  against  sport ; 
wind,  B.  or  N.,  cold  ;  some  nights  frost,  and  at  time  of 
writing  (Wednesday  evening)  snow  threatens.  A  few 
flies  have  been  seen  out,  but  they  are  scarce,  viz.,  February 
Red,  Blue  Dun,  Iron  Bice,  and  have  heard  of  a  solitary 
March  Brown.  The  two  first  named,  with  Dark  Willow 
and  Red  Palmer,  shonld  be  the  best  to  commence  the 
season  with. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Mid-Taw  (Ejfgesford).— Fair  baskets  are  now  being 
made.  Mr.  Williamson,  on  the  hotel  water,  creeled 
thirteen  braca  on  Friday,  weighing  6Ib. ;  and  on  Saturday, 
ten  and  a  half  brace.  'The  Rev.  Keogh  landed  a  fine  trout 
on  the  fly  on  Thursday,  scaling  2Jlb.  The  river  has  again 
been  restocked  by  the  proprietor  of  Fox  and  Hounds  with 
two-year-old  trout ;  this,  together  with  the  Sin.  limit,  is 
having  a  good  effect  on  the  stream. — F.  A.  M. 

Mole. — I  put  in  a  last  good  day  with  a  nice  take  of 
dace,  the  largest  lOJoz.  There  was  a  strong  stream  on 
that  prevented  float  fishing.  I  took  them  near  the  sides 
with  Anstiss's  light  ledger.  Some  fairish  pike  were  captured 
last  week. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Now  we  are  approaching 
the  close  of  the  season  circumstances  are  certainly 
becoming  more  favourable  for  angling,  and  many  have  been 
able,  as  the  weather  has  been  nice  and  fine  during  the  past 
few  days,  to  participate  in  an  hour  or  two  on  the  river, 
but  catches  have  not  been  large.  The  water  has  continued 
to  run  down,  the  height  at  Peterborough  Bridge  now  being 
about  lift.— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Saltertou).— To-day  (March  14) 
is  a  continuation  of  the  dry,  cold  weather  we  have  had  for 
the  last  week,  and  the  same  chill  wind  from  the  north- 
east prevails.  The  trout  will  not  rise  at  all  well.  Com- 
plaints come  from  anglers  up  and  down  the  river  on  this 
score.  This  season  is  opening  even  worse  than  last.  As 
a  rule,  at  any  rate  up  to  last  season,  the  middle  of  March 
is  a  certain  time  for  killing  Otter  trout,  no  matter  what 
the  weather  is,  but  the  present  season  is  an  exception. 
Further  evidence  is  forthoominst  of  the  number  of  fish 
which  have  been  taken  out  of  the  riparian  fields,  left 
stranded  by  the  floods. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry,  St.  Ives,  Hunts).— As 
per  report  last  week,  things  have  been  looking  well  up  for 
a  fine  finish  to  the  season,  everyone  taking  good  fish,  and 
a  lot  of  them.  One  gentleman,  Friday,  had  four,  all  about 
81b.  each.  Yesterday  another  took  a  beautiful  lot,  three 
among  them  going  9Ib.  each ;  so  if  you  know  anyone 
wishing  to  finish  up  busy  among  the  jack  this  is  their  only 
chance,  and  a  pretty  safe  cne,  asthey  are  right  on, — A. 
Scari). 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— The  fishing  season  closes  here  to- 
day (Wednesday),  just  as  the  river  has  got  into  splendid 
condition  for  the  first  time  during  the  past  three  months. 
Large  numbers  of  j  lok  have  been  taken  since  my  report  of 
last  week,  the  majority  of  them  coaling  between  41b.  and 
61b.  There  have  been  many  smaller  onoa,  and  a  few 
larger,  up  to  101b.  Perch  have  also  been  caught  up  to  lib. 
We  have  consequently  had  a  satisfactory  wind-up  to  the 
worst  winter  season  that  has  been  experienced  for  many 
years,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  more  visitors  did  not  venture 
this  way,  as  the  weather  up  to  Monday  was  charming. 
Whilst  penning  this,  a  gentleman  has  just  come  in  with 
two  nice  fish  of  nearly  51b.  Ciich,  both  of  which  he  caught 
within  five  minutes  of  commencing  operations.   The  weeds 


'n  the  river  are  to  be  cut  this  spring  for  the  first  time  for 
many  years,  so  that  no  doubt  next  season  will  open  more 
propitiously  than  the  one  just  ending,  although  that,  during 
the  first  three  months,  was  the  best  for  many  years. — Wm. 
Nash. 

Severn  (Shropshire).— The  Severn  and  its  tribu- 
taries are  now  running  at  a  very  nice  level,  but  the  water 
is  not  yet  free  from  snow  broth,  and  practically  no  angling 
is  being  followed.  It  should  not  be  long,  however,  ere  the 
capture  of  one  or  two  Severn  trout  on  the  spinniag  tackle 
is  recorded.  A  Shrewsbury  fishmonger,  on  Tuesday  last, 
exhibited  a  Severn  salmon  of  over  201b.,  caught  at 
Shrawardine,  a  few  miles  above  Shrewsbury.  This  is 
about  the  fourth  salmon  taken  in  the  district  this  season. 
The  water  is  in  a  favourable  state  for  netting. — Hafrex. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cun  (Llanymy. 
nech). — There  was  another  fall  of  snow  daring  the  early 
hours  of  Saturday  morning,  and  which  seemed  to  be 
general  in  this  neighbourhood,  but  fortunately  it  did  not 
last  long  or  remain  long  on  the  ground,  as  before  evening 
it  had  all  disappeared,  excepting  from  the  higher  parts  of 
the  Welsh  mountains,  and  where  the  weather-wise  people 
say  it  will  remain  until  we  have  more  falls  of  snow  to  take 
it  away.  These  rivers,  in  consequence  of  the  snow 
amongst  the  Welsh  hills,  are  still  tinged  with  snow  water, 
and  a  bitterly  cold  north-west  wind  is  all  against  angling, 
and  very  few  trout  have  yet  been  taken.  A  few  days  ago 
a  lady,  angling  in  a  small  tributary  of  the  Severn  near  to 
Welshpool,  landed  several  fair  sized  trout  in  very  good 
condition.  In  this  immediate  neighbourhood  one  trout 
only  has  been  taken,  which,  although  rather  small  in  size, 
was  in  nice  condition.  Several  grayling  have  been  taken 
from  the  Vymwy  recently,  and  pike  are  now  much  easier 
to  capture  as  they  are  full  of  spawn  and  very  ravenous. 
Some  few  flies  are  now  seen  in  sheltered  places  on  the 
rivers,  and  the  Blue  Duns  appear,  as  yet,  to  be  the  most 
numerous. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Blvezs  and  Chichester  Canal.  — Cold 
north-easterly  winds  have  prevailed  during  the  week,  and 
the  close  of  the  coarse  fish  season  has  been  a  poor  one. 
Anglers  have  been  numerous  in  most  waters,  but  fish  have 
not  fed  well,  and  sport  has  been  almost  nil.  Enthusiasts 
who  have  day  by  day  visited  the  Ouse  have  taken  a  few 
small  pike  and  perch,  but  roach  seem  dead  off.  Visitors 
to  the  Cuckmere  have  returned  Ashless,  and,  taken 
altogether,  it  has  bean  a  bad  wind  up  to  an  unsatisfactory 
season.  "The  rapid  running  water  of  the  Rother  has 
yielded  a  few  pike,  the  heaviest  taken  legitimately  weigh- 
ing 51b. ;  but  I  hear  of  a  lOib.  fish,  taken  with  a  hay  rake 
in  a  backwater,  with  lOyds.  of  whipcord  attached  to  a 
double  hook  in  its  mouth,  evidently  a  lost  night-line. 
The  canal  at  Chichester  has  had  but  few  visitors.  Some 
of  the  old  hands  with  the  many  rods  have  taken  a  few 
41b.  pike  with  gorge  bait ;  and  a  ptrch  of  2ib.  was  shown 
me  as  captured  with  a  4oz.  roach.  Legitimate  trout  fishicg 
in  this  district  is  at  a  premium.  West  Sussex  streams 
holding  good  fish  are  highly  rented.  There  are  many  small 
streams  where  worming  under  culverts  will  yield  a  braca 
or  two  of  good  tish  to  those  who  choose  to  try.  The  best 
available  sport  will  now  be  among  the  smelt  in  the 
harbour,  with  the  chance  of  flat  fish  or  bass,  with  rag 
worm  as  bait.— Georbe  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — A  catch  of  twenty  was  had  on 
Saturday  last,  and  other  gentlemen  have  been  lucky  enough 
to  be  out  when  the  sun  warms  up  the  air,  although  the  winds 
have  shifted  north-east  and  south-east  most  days.  I  was 
told  some  good  takes  last  week  were  had  in  the  Bray.  I 
saw  a  dish  of  three  braca  Monday,  averaging  8oz.  I  hear 
that  a  gentleman  took,  in  the  Mole  (which  runs  into  the 
Taw),  some  good  baskets,  with  fish  lib.,  31b.,  and  ilb. 
weights.  The  best  flies  are  the  Blue  Upright  (real), 
Rusty  Red  and  Blue. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (IiUdlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has  now 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  now  running  in  capital  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  finer  and  the  sun  has 
been  out  during  the  day,  accompanied  with  strong  winds, 
but  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  used  fly 
and  bottom  baits.  The  trout  have  been  feeding  on  the 
bottom,  and  have  not  been  inclined  to  rise  freely.  A  few 
fish  have  been  rising  between  eleven  and  two,  but  very 
few  flies  are  out  as  yet,  and  little  will  be  done  untU 
the  weather  gets  warmer.  The  best  flies  to  use  will  be 
the  Red  Palmer,  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Tag,  and 
Dark  Willow.  For  bottom  fishing  worm  is  the  best  bait, 
and  trout  have  been  taking  them  well,  and  some  good  sizea 
fish  landed,  and  the  prospect  for  fishing  this  season  will 
be  good,  judging  from  the  sport  already  had.  There  are 
plenty  of  fish,  very  few  being  landed  during  the  last  dry 
season.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clnn,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order,  and  some  good 
trout  have  been  landed  in  them  this  week. — T.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  row 
gone  down,  and  is  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in 
better  order  for  fishing  than  it  has  been  for  moriths.  The 
weather  has  been  fine,  with  cold,  gusty  winds,  with  the  sun 
shining  during  the  middle  of  the  day  ;  but  there  has  been 
but  few  flies  out ;  the  nights  being  cold  has  kept  them 
back  ;  and  the  fish  have  not  been  rising  well  as  yet,  and  it 
will  be  all  the  better  when  the  weather  is  warmer.  The 
flies  to  use  will  be  Red  Palmer,  Blue  Dun,  and  February 
Red,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  good.  The  Rea, 
Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  coarse  fishing  season  came  to 
an  end  with  the  river  in  better  condition  for  angling  than 
has  been  seen  for  weeks,  though  a  cold  northerly  wind 
prevented  big  bags  on  the  final  day.  Duiiog  last  week 
some  good  roach  were  taken  with  worms,  best  reaching 
lib.  75oz.  J  bream  and  chub  also  being  taken  with  the 
same  bait.  During  the  last  three  dajs  a  lot  of  fish  have 
been  secured  with  gentles,  though  the  bulk  ran  small,  with 
the  exception  of  a  fine  show  of  bleak  by  l^uartefmaster- 
Sergeant  Waddington.  Taking  the  season  throughout  in 
the  Newark  district,  it  may  thus  be  classed  :  First  half, 
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fairly  good,  bream  especially  being  promiDent;  second 
portion,  owing  to  the  flactnating  waters,  bad,  though 
several  good  specimen  roach  have  been  shown  at  the 
Piscatorial  club  room. — Trentsider. 

Wey.— The  season  has  finished  up  all  right.  Many 
anglers  have  done  fairly  well  since  last  Wednesday  with 

Wltluuu,  &o.  (Mld-Linoolnahlre).— The  water 
ran  out  of  the  Witham  remarkably  fast  last  week,  and 
Lincoln  anglers  got  a  turn  at  roach  fishing  both  in  the 
Witham  and  the  Sincil  Dyke.  Roach  obtained  near 
Stiiwold  were  very  fine,  running  up  to  lib.  each.  Some 
good  roach  were  got  from  the  djke  between  Linoo'n  and 
Bardney  particularly,  and  by  the  ends  of  minor  drains. 
Pike  fishers  were  alec  bnsy  at  Eirkstead,  Dogdyke,  and 
other  favourite  places.  One  angler  got  several,  his  best 
two  scaling  ITlb.,  at  the  junction  of  the  Horncastle 
Canal.  With  live  bait  some  heavy  pike  have  been  grassed 
from  the  Bain  above  Ccnningsby  Mill.  Roach  fishers 
have  also  done  fairly  well  on  this  water.  After  this 
(Wednesday)  anglers  stand  by. — Lrci. 

Yore,  Swale.  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Onae,  ftc.  (Tork- 
sliire).  —  For  five  years  in  succession  trout  fishing 
throughout  Yorkshire  has  snfEered  very  much  from  an 
insnfiicieEcy  of  rain.  Four  bad  seasons  were  followed  by 
one  worse  than  ever  in  1899.  The  cause  was  not  fir  to 
geek,  viz.,  a  cold,  backward  spring,  and  a  drought  in  June, 
July,  and  August.  Many  trout  streams  that  I  knew  were 
completely  dried  up  for  months.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  present  season,  which  commences  as  I  am  penning 
these  lines,  will  iu  some  measure  make  up  past  disappont- 
ments,  but  I  cannot  hold  out  any  great  hopes  for  a  good 
commencement.  March,  even  in  forward  springs,  is  too 
early  to  expect  good  trout  fiehiog  in  our  streams,  and  I  am 
certain  this  season  the  fish  will  be  backward  in  condition. 
Only  on  Tuesday  a  medical  gentleman  and  a  school 
inspector,  who  had  business  up  at  the  dale-heads,  told  me 
that  they  could  touch  the  snow  as  they  drove  through  the 
out  drifts  on  the  roads.  The  filteriaation  of  this  snow 
into  the  rivers  will,  no  doubt,  tend  to  keep  aquatic  insect 
life  backward,  and  until  we  have  warm  rains  to  wash  it 
oompletely  out,  and  have  a  rise  in  the  temperature, 
trcut  fishine  will  not  be  good.  As  long  as  atmos- 
pheric conditiocs  continue  as  they'  are  at  present, 
the  early  or  Winter  Brown  (Woodcock  and  Orange), 
the  Dark  Needle,  the  Dark  Snipe  and  Orange, 
Sprirg  Black,  Waterhen  Bloa.  and  Blue  Hawk  will 
be  as  good  a  selection  as  the  fly  fishermen  oin  use.  I 
do  not  generally  ns3  the  Orange  Partrifge  until  later  on, 
but  I  know  tome  anglers  fish  it  with  success  in  the  opening 
of  the  saason.  It  is  a  good  fly  on  favourable  days. 
Mention  of  partridges  reminds  me  I  have  to  thank  Mr.  H. 
Baersleman,  of  15,  Eastcheap,  London,  E.G.,  for  two  brac3 
of  Siberian  partridges.  It  appears  they  arrive  here  in 
good  condition  in  a  frozen  state.  As  they  are  in  season 
when  it  would  be  impossible  to  obtain  English  partridges, 
they  come  as  a  bnon  to  the  invalid,  for  they  can  be 
purchased  at  a  shilling  or  fifteenpence  each  from  the  retail 
game  dealers.  Mr.  Baersleman  informs  me  that  they  do 
an  extensive  busiress  in  Russian  game,  which  cin  now, 
like  salmon,  be  had  all  the  year  round.  The  last  few  days 
of  the  coarse  fishing  season  ended  well,  particularly  as 
regards  pike  fishing.  Favourable  accounts  are  to  hand 
from  every  district,  fine  weather  tempting  a  lot  of  anglers 
to  different  resorts.  On  the  Yore,  Mr.  Lister  Bomby,  of 
the  Prince  Arthur  Club,  Leeds,  has  been  having  nice 
sport  at  Middleham.  The  fish  caught  have  not  been 
remarkable  for  size,  but  they  have  been  very  nice 
ones,  the  largest  weighing  a  little  over  71b.  Lower 
down  the  Yore,  at  Ripon  and  Boroughbridge, 
there  has  been  an  appreciable  improvement  in 
the  roach,  dace,  and  pike  fishing,  bd  on  the  whole  the 
season  haa  ended  quite  well.  There  has  been  some 
capital  sport  up  the  Nidd.  Mr.  C.  King,  of  the  Burley 
Angling  Club,  Leeds,  _  sends  me  a  fine  specimen  pike  to 
set  up  and  cafe  for  him.  It  is  a  beautiful  marked  fiah, 
weighs  151b.,  is  38in.  in  length,  and  hag  a  girth  of  ir|in. 
It  was  caught  by  live  baiting,  end  some  other  good 
catches  have  been  made  in  the  locality  by  the  same 
method,  the  fish  being  well  on  the  feed.  Mr.  J.  Gras^iham 
oftught  three  nice  jack,  spinning ;  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Grass- 
ham  basketed  three,  averaging  51b.  each,  with  the  live 
bait.  The  Wharfe  has  run  down  very  considerably  ;  the 
sport  has  been  good,  and  I  hear  a  Castleford  angler, 
fishing  at  Ryder,  caught  a  grand  pike  weighing  lO^lb. 
Roach  fishing  in  the  bottom  reaches  of  this  river  has  also 
been  good.  Mr.  J.  Hirst,  of  the  Robin  Hood  Angling 
Clnb,_  Leeds,  brought  home  a  nice  basket  of  GJlb., 
principally  perch,  which  took  a  special  prize  at  his  club. 
Mr.  J.  Childs  had  also  a  nice  mixed  pannier  from  the 
aame  river,  one  fish  being  a  perch  of  lib.  5|oz.  Sport  up 
the  Derwent  haa  also  improved,  and  alao  in  the  higher 
r^hes  of  the  Ouse.  This  river,  between  Xaburn  and 
Linton,  a  distance  of  something  like  a  dozen  miles,  is 
exempted  from  any  closa  times  whatever,  even  to  angling. 
It  ia  high  time  something  waa  done,  or,  aa  "  Ronald,"  of 
the  Yorkshire  Herahl,  weekly,  says,;  the  Ouse  as  an 
angling  river  will  soon  be  completely  ruined.— John  B. 
Mu.LEB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  SBsk  and  Liddle.— The  weather  is  gradually 

becoming  more  spring-like,  and  a  few  rods  have  been  out 
on  the  Eak.  Kelts  are  less  numerous  than  usual,  and  very 
few  are  showing  in  the  pools.  It  is  expected  that  the  next 
flood  will  sweep  most  of  them  to  the  sea.  The  kelts  taken 
were  chiefly  landed  in  the  lower  reaches  below  Longtown. 
Yellow  trout  are  not  yet,  at  this  early  period  of  the 
season,  in  condition,  and  trout  fishing  generally  will  not 
commence  much  before  the  «nd  of  March.  There  was 
not  much  poaching  during  the  winter  owing  to  the  pre- 
cautions taken  by  the  Bsk  and  Liddle  Fisheriea  Aseocia- 


tion.  Very  little  fishing  has  taken  place  on  the  Liddle 
since  the  season  opened  until  this  week,  and  nothing  worth 
recording  has  been  done.  The  salmon  fishing  in  the 
Solway  last  week  was  a  very  poor  one  for  the  lessees  of 
the_  stake  nets  and  also  for  the  drift  netters.  V^ery  few 
spring  falmcn  were  running  in  the  rivern — Gilnockik. 

Carron,  Eastar  R  ss  (A.rdgay,  N.B.).— Although 
several  rods  have  been  out  during  the  past  week,  not  a  fish 
has  been  landed  sirce  last  reported.  On  Tuesday  night 
and  Wednesday  morniog  some  rain  fell,  which  may 
improve  matters. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffsliire).— This  river  is  now  in  good 
condition  for  net  fishine,  but  the  water  is  rather  too  high 
and  thick  for  angling.  _  However,  with  a  continuance  of  dry 
weather  prospects  will  be  brighter,  as  there  is  a  fair 
appearance  of  fish.  On  the  Eden  water,  on  the  9th,  Mr. 
Thomson  had  a  salmon  of  ojlb.,  the  keeper,  Mr.  Mct^ueen, 
had  two,  the  one  killed  on  the  10th  weighing  101b.  The 
net  fishermen  met  with  fair  success  during  the  past  week. 
The  water  is  in  fine  working  order,  and  the  nets  were  plied 
day  and  night.  For  this  month  the  number  of  fish  caught 
is  larger  than  that  of  the  corresponding  date  last  season. 
The  salmon  are  of  capital  quality,  and  average  about  8lb. 
On  the  coast  the  fishing  is  not  progressing  favourably.  A 
gale  from  the  north  on  Monday,  bringing  in  a  heavy  sea, 
wrecked  the  bag  nets,  which  were  lately  put  in  position 
aftar  their  destruction  by  the  storm  of  last  month.  The 
sea  fishings  at  Gardenstown  have  also  suffered  by  the 
stormy  weather  experienced  on  the  coast,  and  few  salmon 
got  of  late.— H.  W. 

Inveran  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— The  angling  tenant 
of  the  Shin,  fishing  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  got  the 
following  sport  since  last  reported  :  On  March  5,  one 
salmon  weighing  91b.,  and  on  7th,  a  lO-pounder;  on  8th, 
two,  of  81b.  and  111b. ;  on  9th,  a  splendid  clean  run  salmon 
of  301b. ;  and  on  lOth,  two,  of  71b.  and  lllb.— B. 

Inveraty  (Argyll  Hotel).— Mr.  Hamish  Stuart, 
fishing  the  Dhuloch,  Inverary,  on  March  14,  had  a  fresh-run 
grilse,  41b.,  six  sea  and  brown  trout  in  fine  condition. 
Prospects  excellent. — Inveeary. 

Lairg  (Tongue  Hotel).— Messrs.  Gifford  and  Camp.- 
bell  Johnston,  Daventry,  fishing  the  Borgie  river  from 
Tongue  Hotel,  on  7th,  8th,  9th,  and  10th,  landed  seven 
salmon,  weighing  respectively  7ilb.,  731b.,  8Tlb,,  7ilb., 
8ilb.,  8|lb.,  and  lOJlb.- J.  N.  Macinnes. 

Loch  Naver  (Altnaharra,  N.B.)— On  Monday  last 
week  Mr.  John  Fraser,  Ben  Klibrick  Lodge,  landed  two 
salmon,  of  201b.  and  171b.  On  Tuesday  he  got  a  7-ponnder. 
On  Wednesday  he  landed  two,  weighing  81b.  and  91b. 
Conditions  now  very  promising.  On  10th  he  had  an 
8-pounder. — B. 

Foyers  Hotel  (Lochness,  N.B.).— Fishing  on  Loch- 
ness  has  been  rather  better  during  the  past  week,  and  with 
a  continuance  of  westerly  winds  better  sport  may  be 
expected.  On  March  5  Mr.  J.  Campbell,  Garthby,  killed 
a  nice  fresh-run  salmon  of  81b.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  P.  C. 
Day  killed  three  frefh-rnn  salmon,  one  201b.,  one  91b.,  and 
one  81b.  ;  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Tilston  had  two 
salmon,  one  lOib.,  and  one  of  81b.  On  the  10th,  Mr. 
Tilston  killed  four  salmon,  one  181b.,  one  91b.,  and  two  of 
71b.  ;  also  one  sea  trout  of  21b. — 8.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— March  9,  Mr.  Clegg  landed  a 
salmon,  191b. ;  Mr.  Francis  Francis  landed  one,  131b. 
March  10,  Mrs.  Clegg  landed  one,  15lb.  March  12,  Mr. 
Menziea  landed  one,  151b.  March  13,  Mr.  Broad  landed 
one,  2 lib. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thnrso,  N.B.).  —  The 
following  spoit  has  been  obtained  since  last  report:  On 
2nd  inst.,  Dr.  Coutts,  Syre  Lodge,  caught  two  salmon  on 
beat  No.  2.  On  3rd,  the  same  angler  had  one  on  No.  3  ; 
Mr.  Corbet.  Skilpick  Lodge,  one  on  No.  5  ;  and  Mr.  Alston 
Johnston,  Skilpick  Lodge,  one  on  No.  6.  On  5th,  Dr. 
Coutts  landed  four  salmon  on  No.  3;  Mr.  Alston  John- 
ston, two  on  No.  5  ;  and  Mr.  Corbet,  one  on  No.  6.  On 
Thursday,  Mr.  Alston  Johnston  caught  a  salmon  on 
No.  6  ;  and  Mr.  McHardy,  Bettyhill,  one  on  No.  3.  On 
8th,  Dr.  Coutts  landed  one  on  No.  6.  On  9th,  Mr. 
Alston  Johnston  got  one  on  No.  6.  On  10th,  Dr.  Coutts 
had  two  salmon  on  beats  2  and  3  ;  Mr.  Corbet,  a  beauty  of 
251b.  (short  and  thick)  on  No.  4 ;  and  Mr.  Alston  John- 
ston, three  salmon  on  No.  5.  Weather  now  improving, 
and  as  the  water  is  in  good  order  excellent  sport  is  looked 
for.— B. 

North  Easb  of  Scotland.— It  would  have  been  too 
much  to  expect  that  the  same  overpowering  sport  would 
hive  been  continued  for  another  week,  but  the  change  in 
the  temperature  and  the  prevailing  lights  worked  the 
oracle,  and  tapered  the  rush  off  as  it  were.  Yet  gillies 
have  never  before  heard  complain  of  their  backs  being 
sore.  On  the  upper  waters  beyond  Glentana  there  is  little 
or  nothing  being  got,  and  Mr.  Russell  has  never  been  into 
the  thick  of  the  sport.  On  the  Aboyne  Hotel  waters,  five, 
six,  and  seven  fish  have  been  got  daily  to  as  many  rods, 
being  a  fair  average  of  a  fish  apiece  each  day  out.  On  the 
Kincardine  O'Neil  waters,  Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell  had  seven- 
teen fish,  scaling  from  71b.  to  16 Jib.,  and  on  Monday  last 
had  fourteen  to  his  own  rod  in  one  day.  On  Carlogie, 
Sherret  had  three,  of  71b. ,  71b. ,  and  81b.  The  river  is  just 
getting  into  fine  trim  for  these  shallow  waters.  On 
Kincardine  Ledge,  J.  Niooll  had  twelve  scaling  from  71b. 
to  141b.  On  Borrowstone,  Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell 
had  ten  of  various  weights  up  to  171b.  On  Ballogie,  Mr. 
Brown  had  one  of  21Jlb. ;  Edmund  King,  seven  ;  Spencer 
Hare,  nine;  Mr.  Palmer,  eleven;  all  ranging  from  6;b. 
to  151b.  On  the  Sluie  and  Commonly,  Mr.  D.  Davidson 
had  ten  fish,  aoaling  from  Gib.  to  lllb. ;  and  Sir  John 
Gladstone,  on  the  Upper  Blackball  and  Commonty, 
seventeen,  scaling  from  61b.  to  181b.  In  all  ninety-seven 
fish  were  killed  labt  week  on  this  most  prolific  section,  less 
than  eight  miles.  On  the  Drum,  during  last  week,  one, 
six,  two,  five,  four,  three  fith  were  got,  all  scaling  from 
71b.  to  151b.  On  Upper  Durris  some  twenty-one  fish  were 
killed  for  the  week,  and  not  a  blank  day  for  Lower  Durris. 


A  few  every  day  have  been  got  at  Park  and  Culter,  but 
the  beat  bit  of  sport  was  had  in  the  Kingcauasie  water, 
where  several  fish  were  got  every  day.  By  the  death  of 
Mr.  Wm.  Blacklaws,  the  father  oF  anglers  on  Deeside,  has 
been  removed.  It  was  only  last  spring  he  killed  the  first 
blood  on  the  opening  day,  a  feat  he  performed  for  sixty-siz 
ydars  running.  He  never  missed  a  fish  on  the  opening 
day,  and  most  often  a  clean  one  to  boot. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  weather  during  the  past 
week  continued  fine,  and  as  no  rain  fell  the  rivers  are  to- 
day pretty  low  and  clear.  The  spring  salmon  fishing  haa 
for  tbe  present  been  abandoned,  and  trout  fishing  hag 
hardly  commenced  anywhere  in  this  district,  though  tbe 
waters  are  all  open  for  this  purpose.  I  a  the  Annan  a 
visitor  was  reported  as  having  killed  a  trout  of  about  21b. 
the  other  day.  Several  kelt  silmon  have  been  hooked  and 
returned  to  the  water.  The  kelta  are  not  so  troublesome 
this  spring;  indeed,  very  few  are  in  the  waters.  This 
seems  to  bear  out  the  contention  made  last  back-end,  that 
no  salmon,  so  to  speak,  ascended  the  rivers  in  anything 
like  the  quantity  that  used  to  do  so.  There  is  no  denying 
the  fact  that  salmon  in  the  Solway  rivers  are  gradually 
growing  in  less  numbers  every  year.  A  goodly  number  of 
the  drift  net  men  have  sold  their  boats  aod  tickle  and 
soaght  other  employment,  as  they  consider  the  salmon 
fishing  in  the  Solway  not  worth  the  candle  compared  to 
what  it  used  to  be.  In  the  Nith  the  rods  have  done 
nothing  since  the  season  opened  in  the  main  stream. 
Provision  is  being  made  to  improve  the  trout  fishing 
in  the  Cairn  by  placing  thousands  of  fry  in 
its  waters.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Mid-Nitbsdale 
Angling  Association  was  held  at  Thornhill  last  week,  when 
the  president,  Mr.  Coltait,  presided.  The  secretary,  in 
his  report,  stated  that  the  number  of  permissions  granted 
last  year  amounted  to  353,  or  forty-one  less  than  that  of 
the  previous  year.  Financially  the  asscciition  was  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  It  was  agreed  to  open  the  waters 
on  Thursday,  the  15th  iust.,  and  that  the  price  of  tickets 
should  be  the  same  as  on  previous  years.  The  asscolation 
have  a  scheme  on  hand  for  improving  the  fishing  waters 
held  from  the  Duke  of  Buocleuoh.  There  are  no  notes 
from  the  Galloway  or  the  South  Ayrshire  districts  this 
week.  The  temperature  is  mild  during  the  day  but  cold 
at  night,  and  snow  still  covers  tbe  higher  hills  of  Annan- 
dale  and  Nithsdale.  In  the  Solway  few  salmon  were 
caught  in  the  nets  last  week,  and  they  are  not  showing  in 
numbers  this  week  either.  A  few  were  taken  on  Monday, 
during  the  south-west  breeze  that  prevailed  on  that  day. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  river  is  now  getting  intj 
better  condition,  but  the  recent  stormy  nature  of  the 
weather  has  been  anything  but  tempting  for  anglers,  so 
that  comparatively  few  have  yet  begun  to  ply  the  rod.  The 
few  that  have  done  so  have  not  had  very  encouraging 
results,  so  that  the  prospects  for  the  season  are  yet 
uncertain.  This  seems  somewhat  strange  when  contrasted 
with  the  bright  prospects  on  the  Dee,  but  then  that  river 
is  more  favoured  than  the  poor  Spey,  in  that  it  is  not 
subjected  to  the  same  harrowing  netting.  On  the  Tulchan 
waters  a  fresh  run  salmon  fell  to  Mr.  Cruickjhank's  rod  on 
Monday — the  first  for  the  season  on  that  reach.  From 
the  Aberlour  House  water  a  nice  fish  of  91b.  was  landed  ; 
and  from  Glengrant  water,  Dr.  Grant  grassed  two  beauties, 
of  7!b.  and  8lb.  The  sea  fishings  have  been  also  jieldirg 
little,  owing  to  the  unsettled  weather  since  the  opening. 
The  sea  was  discoloured  this  week  for  miles  with  the  Spey 
water. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 

Sir  Richard  Waldie  Gritfith,  Bart.,  of  Hendersjde  Park, 
on  his  own  water,  on  Wednesday  of  last  week,  was  success- 
ful in  killing  a  couple  of  nice  clean  run  salmon,  weighing 
71b,  and  101b.  ;  and  on  the  following  day  he  had  a  beauty 
of  a  fish  with  tide  lice  on  it,  which  weighed  fully  101b. 
Mr.  Thomas  Pringle,  Westwcod  Cottage,  Kelso,  on  the 
same  water  (Hendersyde),  has  also  had  a  brace  of  fish, 
weighing  7ilb.  and  81b.  each  respectively.  I  understand, 
also,  thit  on  the  Birgham  water,  belonging  to  the  Eirl  of 
Home,  Major  Romania,  on  Monday  last,  had  three  clean 
salmon  ;  on  the  Friday  previous  he  and  others  had  five 
salmon ;  and  on  Saturday  five  kelts  were  lacdsd  and 
returned  to  the  river.  I  hear  that  on  the  Wark  water 
three  fish  have  been  killed,  and  on  the  Coldstream  casts 
two  fish  were  got  during  the  week  by  one  angler.  It 
would  seem  that  at  list  the  improvements  carried  out  by 
a  few  of  the  ripirian  proprietors  and  the  Kelso  Angling 
Association  at  the  mouth  of  the  Teviot  for  the  better  luu 
of  salmrn  into  the  river  has  proved  successful,  as  in  three 
days'  fishing  latt  week,  Mr.  Adam  Elliott,  faimer, 
Caverton,  landed  four  kelts,  killed  five  clean  salmon,  the 
heaviest  101b.,  besides  which  he  had  three  bull  trout.  On 
Tuesday  the  Tweed  came  down  in  flood  to  the  extent  of 
about  two  feet,  whUe  the  Teviot  was  fully  three-quarters 
of  a  foot  above  the  previous  day's  sizs.  This  shows  that  a 
great  deal  of  rain  must  have  suddenly  fallen  in  the  west  to 
effect  such  a  rise  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The  Floors 
Castle  upper  water  has  been  sub-let  by  Mr.  Ley,  the 
lessee,  to  Mr.  Roberts,  Liverpool,  for  two  months.  Mr. 
Wood,  London,  who  formerly  fished  the  Floors  lower 
water,  has  this  season  acquired  the  Ednam  House  water. 
The  Floors  Castle  under  water  is  to  be  retained  for  the 
use  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe,  who  is  at 
present  at  the  front,  and  his  friends ;  while  the 
Makerstoun  water  is  also  in  the  hands  of  the  proprietor, 
Mr.  J.  Scott-Makdougal.  Sprouston  ia  stUl  held  by 
General  Trotter,  of  Charter  Hall,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Barrington  Balfour,  of  Newton-Don.  Tne  Tweed  net 
salmon  fishings  have  not  been  so  satisfactory  durirg  the 
past  week,  the  takes  of  salmon  especially  having  fallen  off. 
— Maxwheel. 


American  Books. — A  catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  bad  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,. St.  Dunatan's  House,  FeUer-lane,  London. 
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Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— The  Ballin- 
derry  is  in  fair  order  for  the  fly,  though  rather  below  the 
average  height  of  springtime.  The  prevailing  winds  are 
northerly  and  easterly,  and  this,  combined  with  bright 
weather  and  frosts,  has  kept  trout  down. — J.  A.  B. 

Baudou  (CO.  Cork). — River  is  getting  very  low  for 
want  of  lain,  which  is  telling  much  against  sport 
generally.  On  the  Carrigmore  water,  W.  T.  Crawshay, 
OJlb.  ;  at  Ballineen,  J.  G.  Longfield,  81b.,  91b.,  18Jlb. ;  at 
Inniehannon,  Alex.  Reid,  101b. — WlLLIA^f  Hatnes  and 
Sox. 

Belfast. — Sport  is  still  dull  on  Iccxl  waters.  Few 
anglers  have  been  out  either  on  the  Clady,  Six-mile,  or 
the  Dams.  The  Lagan  is  running  low  on  the  upper 
or  best  trout  reaches.  Soft  raia  is  needed  to  take  the 
chilliEe3S  ontof  the  air.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  E.  Hunter  and 
Mr.  8.  Taylor  killed  half  a  dozen  pike  on  Moira  canal, 
Mr.  Hunter's  best  fish  weighing  71b.  The  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  will  be  held  on  the 
20th  inst.— J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone.)— Until  the 
weither  changes  there  will  be  little  sport  on  the  Black- 
water.  Since  tLe  season  opened  only  a  few  trout  have  been 
killed  on  these  reaches,  as  they  are  not  disposed  to  rise,  the 
weather  being  bright  and  chilly.  Southerly  wind  and  soft 
warm  rain  are  needed  bidly.  The  river  is  running  down. 
-J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — Owing  to  the  continued 
drought  of  the  past  fortniglit  this  river  his  began  to  get 
somewhat  low.  Mr.  A.  Stubbg  landed  a  nice  fresh  run 
salmon  of  111b.  weight  on  the  10th  inst.  The  weather  at 
time  of  writing  is  changeable,  and  rain  has  began  to  fall, 
which  will  no  doubt  give  some  good  sport  on  this  river  next 
week,  as  all  the  pools  are  well  stocked  with  salmon  at 
present. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Corxib  (Gal way). — Spring  salmon  are  showing  up 
batter,  and  sport  shows  an  improvement  on  the  previous 
fortnight.  After  the  prawn  the  Yellow  Goldfinch  is  the 
belter  lure. — J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Biivers. — The  weather  has  improved,  and  sport 
also.  The  records  for  the  week,  however,  do  not  compare 
very  favourably  with  past  seasons  at  this  time.  The 
prospects  for  the  next  few  days,  however,  are  better. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Killamey.— Sport  his  been  fair.  Last  week  a  few 
fine  specimens  of  brown  trout  were  had.  Brown  trout 
fishing  does  not  become  general  until  later  on. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiee  (co.  Cork). — No  rain  yet,  and  tiver  fallen  oon- 
sideiab'y  since  last  repoit.  On  Mashonaglass,  Mr.  F. 
Barry,  6!b.,  81b.,  8|lb.,  91b.  On  Warrensoourt and  Ashton, 
J.  A.  Jameson,  81b.,  81b.,  101b..  141b.  On  Oak  Grove, 
F.  M.  Leader,  101b.  On  Lower  Nettleville,  Mr.  Dan 
Riordan,  4|lb.,  111b.  On  Farran,  Commander  Steward, 
R.N.,  lljlb.  On  Castle  Lynch,  F.  Lyons,  81b.  At 
Inniacarra,  T.  R.  Curtis,  7^1b.,  81b.,  101b. ;  Master  Gribble, 
81b.,  91b.  lOJlb.  ;  and  J.  Cahill,  8lb.,  91b.  At  Carrigro- 
hane,  Capt.  Douglas  Pennant,  60th  Rifle;,  81b.,  81b. — 
William  Haynes  and  Son. 

Xiongli  Mask  and  Corrib. — Weather  continues  very 
favourable  for  lake  fishing;  water  in  grand  condition. 
Pat  Connor,  head  water  bailiff  on  Lough  Mask,  caught  a 
beautiful  pike,  on  12th  inst.,  turning  the  scale  at  311b. — a 
very  handsome  fijh.  Should  any  of  your  readers  wish  for 
a  large  pike,  between  201b.  and  301b. ,  Connor  will  be  glad 
to  forward  one  through  the  proprietor.  Mount  Gable 
Hotel,  Clonbur,  co.  Gal  way. — J.  A.J. 

IiOttgli  Melvin. — A  fair  amount  of  trout  were  taken, 
both  fly  fishing  and  trolling,  on  this  lake  during  the  past 
week.  The  largest  was  landed  by  Capt.  F.  W.  Jones— a 
fine  fish  of  4Jlb.  weight  (Salmo  ferox).  Mr.  W.  R.  J. 
landed  the  first  salmon  of  the  season  on  the  lake  on  8th 
inst. — a  beautiful  fish  weighing  121b.  Angling  will  be  in 
fuU  sning  on  this  fine  lake  this  week,  as  a  number  of 
Ennliih  anglers  are  arriving  at  Scott's  Hotel,  Garrison, 
to-diy  (14:h)  and  to-morrow.- M,  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Iiongli  Blelviu  (Eiulongh  ejid).— The  past  week 
was  unfavourable  for  angling  purposes,  owing  to  the 
north-eatterly  winds  prevailing.  Parties  having  recourse 
to  trolling  landed  some  nice  trout,  Boiliug  from  lib.  to 
41b.  At  time  of  writing  the  wind  has  changed  to  west, 
with  appearance  of  rain.  Prospects  for  the  coming  week 
look  better. — P.  Gallaoher. 

Maine  (Randalstown,  Co.  Antrim).  —  Trouting 
opened  on  the  Maine  the  Ist  inst.  with  the  river  high.  It 
has  lowered  into  fair  trim,  and  with  a  rise  in  the 
temperature  there  should  be  an  improvement  on  troutiog, 
which  is  doll  enough. — J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville).— Daring  the  past 
week  the  mountain  lakes  have  been  visited  by  anglerj 
from  the  sonthern  districts,  and  sport  was  generally  of  a 
good  description,  but  the  fish  wera  small.  August  and 
(September  are  the  best  months — T,  J.  D. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Balllna).— Water 
in  good  crJer,  with  Bor;herly  winds.  On  I'Viday,  Mr. 
Belcher  hooked  a  8(.ring  fish  and  played  him  for  some 
time,  till  he  got  ronnd  a  r  ck  and  cut  ths  cast ;  he  landed 
a  few  kelts  attei  J7arJs,  and  on  Monday  he  hooked  another 
springer,  and  lost  him.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  landed  a  few 
more  kelts  during  the  week.  They  ara  getting  some 
spring  fish  in  the  weira  (they  werd  all  enticed  by  my  new 
fly,  Bobs.)— John  Dkvkks. 

Moy,  Longhs  Conn  and  C alien  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — A  cold  north-eBH*;  wind  has  prevailed  here  for 
the  past  week,  preventing  fish  from  taking.  C)nly  a  few 
kelts  were  landed.  A  few  trout  were  got  occasionally  on 
the  loDgh,  all  of  a  good  size. — Pat  IIkaknkh. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (ElUaloe).— The  cruel 
north-east  blasts  that  have  prevailed  during  the  last  two 
or  thrca  weeks  have  killed  sport  along  ths  Shannon. 
Biooe  this  day  week  the  brothers  Grimes,  fishing  for  Mr . 


J.  W.  Law-Schofield  (an  English  gentleman  who  has 
rented  my  water  for  March),  landed  one  salmon,  131b., 
and  one  river  trout,  4Jlb.  On  Lough  Derg,  Lewis  got  a 
pike  weighing  311b.  The  moment  we  get  a  change  to  rain 
— which  I  think  is  not  far  ahead — sport  will  improve. 
Major  John  P.  Traherne  has  arrived  for  the  spring  fishing 
on  his  preserves.  Mr.  Schofleld  and  party  are  expected 
to-morrow  (Thursday). — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  water  is  still  in 
splendid  order,  but  fishing  has  been  dull.  On  Newgarden, 
Mr.  F.  Milburn  killed,  10th,  one  salmon,  191b;  12th,  one 
salmon,  301b.  Amongst  the  other  anglers  fishing  were 
Messrs.  Williams,  Greenhill,  Vansittart,  and  J.  Enright. 
— J.  Enright  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Riveis  (MuUingar).— 
SiEC9  the  opening  of  the  season  in  the  Drogheda  district, 
of  this  cjunty,  on  Feb.  13,  and  in  the  Limerick  district  of 
same,  on  March  1,  there  has  been  no  sport  whatever  to 
record,  hence  my  silence  up  to  the  present.  The  weather 
is  harsh  and  dry,  and  the  rivers  are  running  low.  At  same 
time  boxes  of  trout  have  been  exhibited  for  sale  in  some  of 
the  market  towns,  and  it  was  both  puzzling  and  perplexing 
to  know  where  they  came  from.  However,  on  the  night 
of  March  9  the  Castlepollard  police  surprised  a  man, 
named  Flynn,  coming  off  Lough  Glore  with  twenty-five 
trout  in  his  boat.  Flynn  stated  he  got  them  night-lining, 
which  does  not  appear  to  be  unlawful.  He  had  no  illegal 
implements  in  his  boat ;  but  that's  the  way  the  fish  go.— 
T.  J.  W. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs.— Ou  Saturday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday 
good  sport  was  had  at  pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting. 
Weather  very  fine,  and  fish  very  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — A  few  anglers  have  been  cut,  and  have 
met  with  fair  sacoess  at  pollack,  but  the  fish  had  were 
generally  of  a  small  size. — T.  J  D. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).— Fine  sport  is  now  being  had 
at  and  around  this  station  at  pollack  and  ling.  In  the  line 
of  bottom  fishing  some  fair  sport  was  had  on  a  couple  of 
days.— T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth, — Spring  fishing  is  commencing  in  every 
branch,  and  I  have  heard  of  some  good  sport  during  the 
week.  A  gentleman  residing  here,  who  is  engaged  on  Sir 
John  Jackson's  extension  works  at  Key  ham  Dockyard,  has 
gone  in  for  fishing.  He  has  been  catching  pollack  at  the 
bottom,_  at  anchor,  with  the  artificial  indiarubber  sand 
eel.  Hi?  mode  of  fishing  is  to  let  the  line  sink  to  the 
bottom,  with  a  heavy  lead  and  short  snood,  and  to  keep 
the  line  moving._  He  caught  fifteen  nice  pollack  in  a  very 
short  time.  This  is  the  first  time  I  have  known  of  pollack 
being  taken  at  anchor  in  numbers  with  an  artificial  bait, 
although  I  have  heard  of  several  codling  being  caught 
by  the  same  bait  whilst  fishing  at  anchor.  Some 
ray  have  been  caught  in  Firestone  Bay,  close 
under  Winter  Villa.  I  have  never  heard  of  their 
being  so  close  inshore  before,  but  my  boatman 
remembers  taking  some  in  the  same  spot  a  little  time  ago. 
The  grey  mullet  seem  to  be  on  the  feed  again,  and  have 
oome  on  with  a  rush,  and  the  rodmen  are  catching  large 
quantities  on  paternosters,  whilst  at  Turnchapel  Pile 
Pier  they  are  catching  great  numbers  of  school  bass,  these 
latter,  however,  are  caught  after  dark.  There  are  plenty 
of  smelt  to  be  had  at  the  various  sewer  outfalls. — William 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.) 

Bamsgate. — A  few  codling  and  dabs  are  being  taken 
from  the  Marina  Pier,  pollack  from  the  New  Pier  (near 
the  lighthouse),  and  bass  from  the  landing  stages. — 
W.  E.  Laker.  [Will  Mr.  Laker  kindly  give  the  average 
size  of  the  biss  taken  by  anglers  ? — Ed.] 

Valentia. — Good  sport  continues  to  be  had  around 
here  at  pollack.  On  Siturdiy  four  anglers  hid  thirty- 
three  of  these  fish,  heaviest  191b.,  avenge  weight  about 
51b.  The  spring  mackerel  fishing  has  opened,  but  the 
results  so  far  have  been  poor. — T.  J.  D. 


singling  ^ijefutres. 

March  18. 

Alma :  Lapsed  prize  outiog. 
A.B.S. :  Competition  on  the  Lea. 
Anchor  and  HGp9  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Golden  Barbel :  Match  at  Ware. 
Mitre  Brothers  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
Oglander  :  Match  at  Rye  Houss. 
Original  Alexandra  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Wenlock  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
March  19. 
Enterprise :  A.B.S.  concert. 
Lincoln  :  Visit. 

Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 
March  20. 

Bath  Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  dinner. 
March  21. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonard's  :  Annual  dinner. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 


March  2f). — Harcourt :  Match. 

„     20.— Great  Northern  :  Visit. 

,,     2fi. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  Concert. 

,,     2C.-  Jubilee  :  Visit. 

,,     27. — Gresliam  :  Bohemian  concert. 

„     29.— Duke  of  Norfolk  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

,,  31. — Lychnobites:  Grand  concert. 
April    4. — B.S.A.S. :  Annual  dinner  at  the  Fraeuiti. 

,,      5. — Tackle  Trade's  Dinner  at  Ilolborn  Restaurant. 

,,  10. — Wimbledon  :  Annual  dinner. 
11.— Walthamitow  Brothers  :  Concert. 


i^epxts  from  Clu&s 


We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  vs  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— -The  March  delegate  meeting 
takes  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  19th,  at  8.30.  "The 
netting  committee  at  eight. — R.  Ghurnet. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— The  committee  \ 
meets  on  Friday  evenicg  next  (23rd  inst.).  At  ths  last  1 
meeting  one  applicant  received  £6  — R.  Ghdrney. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing Lifit. — The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Jubilee 
Angling  Society,  at  the  Prinos  Arthur,  Golbonrne-road, 
on  March  2C,  when  I  hope  to  have  a  good  attendanoa.— J. 
Harris.  J 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Angling  CoM.i 
petition. — At  a  meeting  on  March  9  the  final  arrange- 1 
ments  were  made  :  Mr.  U.  Watling,  soalesmxn  ;  Mr.  Med-  ' 
calf,  to  measure  fish ;  Messrs.  Wade  and  Malby  to  book 
fish.    Messrs.  S.  Orrow,  J.  Nagle,  J.  Comber,  J.  A. 
Fitch,  Levien,  W.  Dennis,  and  C.  Dennis  were  added  to 
tha  committee.    Mr.  C.  Dennis  will  preserve,  free  of 
charge,  the  largest  roach  taken  in  the  competition. 
Prizes  were  offered  by  the  following  societies  and  gentle- 
men :  Good  Intent,  Mr.  Gold,  Mr.  Poole,  Mr.  Vanhegan, 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  (books  on  angling  value  £1  Is.),  Crown 
and  Buckland,  and  Bermondsey  Brothers. — S.  Malby. 

Abingdon  and  District  Angling  Association, 
2,  Bridge  View,  Abingdon. — Two  nice  bags  were  weighed- 
in  on  Tuesday,  one  of  roach  and  perch  weighing  111b.  7oz., 
and  one  of  pike,  roach,  and  perch,  111b.  9oz.  Five  of  ths 
perch  weighed  nearly  81b.,  the  largest  being  21b.  8Joz.  At 
a  committee  meeting,  held  the  same  evening,  the  secretary 
was  instructed  to  have  several  ditches,  which  will  shortly 
be  dry,  netted  to  secure  the  fish  left  up  by  the  flood,  and 
replace  them  in  the  river. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove, W. — The  members  of  the  above  are  requested  to 
attend  Monday  evening  next,  to  decide  important  bnsiQess. 
Our  members  were  out  on  March  11,  but  met  with  poor 
sport.  We  are  expecting  a  big  addition  to  our  club  next 
season.  Members  are  requested  to  clear  books  if  possible 
by  end  of  March. — H.  Langton. 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  HiU  Gate.  W.— 
The  members  who  weighed  in  on  the  11th  were  Messrs. 
Hunt,  bream;  Saunders,  perch,  bream,  and  a  2ilb.  eelj 
E.  Jackson,  Glaze,  Simmonds,  Wheeler,  and  Wright, 
roach  and  perch.  On  the  12th  Ben  Abrahams  weighed- 
in three  jack  and  a  14oz.  perch  ;  Ben  also  had  the  closing 
day  {14th)  at  Taplow,  and  whilst  paternostering  with 
gudgeon  for  pike  captured  a  341b.  chub,  which  took  the 
gudgeon  cn  a  Jardine  snap;  the  sime  will  be  handed  to 
Mr.  F.  Anstiss  for  preservation.  Mr.  Gedle  hadajtck 
and  a  perch,  15|oz.,  from  Taplow.  A  special  meeting  is 
again  called  for  March  21 ;  it  being  quarterly  night,  all 
members  are  requested  to  clear  the  books.  The  delegates 
to  the  A,A.  will  also  give  in  their  reports. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Ooaoh  and  Horses,  Ports* 

mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  March  11  the 
following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Drev,  sen.,  roach  and 
perch,  131b.  lloz. ;  Chambers,  roach  and  perch,  41b.  6oi!.  j 
Smart,  roach  and  perch;  Drew,  jan.,  roach  and  perch ; 
Boothby,  roach,  dace,  and  perch ;  and  Hall,  perch.  All 
prizes  left  over  will  be  fished  for  on  March  18  at  St. 
Margarets;  same  conditions  as  A.B.  competition.— J. 
Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkeawell. — On 
March  11  a  very  nice  show  of  fish  was  pi  iced  on  the  trays 
by  the  following  :  Messrs.  Watling,  good  show  of  roaon ; 
Cripps,  roach  ;  Hutchings,  roach  and  dace ;  Limbarth,  fine 
show  of  roach  and  perch.  Other  members  had  fish,  bat 
were  too  late  to  weigh-in.  Mr.  Bullock  was  proposed  as  a 
member,  and  was  elected  unanimously  by  ail  members 
present.  Trusting  to  see  members  turn  up  next  meeting 
night  for  special  business. — E.  U.  Emiu.kton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — Although  the  outing  ou  March  11 
was  a  roving  one,  only  three  members  weighed-in,  viz  , 
Messrs.  H.  Hamilton,  C.  Canaar,  and  B.  C.  Booth, 
leaving  four  lapsed  prizes  for  outing  on  18th,  on  which 
date  several  members  promised  to  attend  the  A.B.S.  com- 
petition at  St.  Margaret's.  At  Wednesday's  meeting, 
with  Mr.  Canaar  in  the  chair,  we  were  favoured  with  a 
very  fine  sample  of  Thames  roach,  not  many,  but  good 
size  (total,  81b.),  from  the  bank,  by  Mr.  B.  C.  Booth.  The 
date  of  annual  dinner  was  fixed  for  April  26  ;  also  a  supply 
of  tickets  ordered  for  the  Aquarium  Fisheries  Exhibition. 
The  members  heard  with  sincere  regret  of  the  serious 
accident  that  has  befallen  our  good  old  friend,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shepherd,  and  the  secretary  was  directed  to  write  express- 
ing the  sympathy  of  members  and  good  wishes  tor  k. 
speedy  recovery. — W. 

Ba.ttKsea  Friendly  Angling  Booioty,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  the  11th  the  follow- 
iog  weighed-in:  Mr.  Anety.  roach  and  jack,  lllb.  4ioz. ; 
Mr.  C.  Wood,  roach  and  jick,  51b.  73oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Jenkins, 
31b.  12Joz. ;  Mr.  U.  J.  Wilson,  31b.  IJoz  — A.  DB.fONnK. 

Batteraea  Pisoatorial  Society,  Lord  Kanetagb, 
Verona-street,  Ba\tir8ea. — At  our  match  at  Sheppeiton 
oil  tlio  prizes  were  taken.  Messrs.  T.  Tringlmm,  first; 
Q.  Kyle,  second;  and  Painter,  third.  Mr.  Markworth 
weighed-iu  roach  and  perch  on  the  14th  (largest  perob 
lib.  44oz,).— T.  Tbingham, 
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Blaokiirlars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Sonthwark-atreet,  8.E. — Onr  onticg  for  five  lipsed 
prizes  on  March  11  turned  out  a  snooess,  over  5iilb.  of 
fish  were  taken  by  several  members  :  Mr.  Fkh.  first, 
Iream;  Mr.  J.  Wheeloouse,  second,  roach  ;  Mr.  Foster, 
Mr.  Eosleir  and  Mr.  Stillman  following  on.  Mr.  Merry- 
goll  nice  show  of  jack  and  roach.  Mr.  G.  Howard 
weighed-in  a  dtcs  wefgaing  (good  weight),  lib.  4oz.  Mr, 
Merrjgjld,  out  on  the  14th,  jick,  8lb.  Mr.  Wheelhjuse, 
gho  oat  on  the  14th,  had  a  splendid  take  of  roach, 
221b.,  bank  fishicg,  Thames,  hrgest  fish  lib.  4oz., 
thirteen  more  nearly  up  to  lib.  each,  and  had  to  leave  the 
roach  bitirg  owing  to  time.  Every  swim  took  121b.  in 
about  one  hour.  Shall  be  gUd  tor  all  members  in  arrears 
to  settle  up. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill.— Our  match  at  Staines 
on  March  11  was  not  a  success,  as  only  one  prize  was  taken. 
We  cannot  fish  it  asain  as  SEason  is  over.  I  am  pleased  to 
tay  that  our  Mr.  Parker  (who  is  also  the  club  photo- 
grapher) saved  us  from  a  blank,  so  far  as  specimen  fish  go, 
by  weighing-in,  from  Uxbridge,  two  perch,  weighing 
respectively  lib.  6Joz.  and  ISJoz.  They  were  in  splendid 
condition,  and  the  heaviest  is  a  specimen  for  our  club,  and 
takes  the  clnb  prize,  the  required  weight  being  IJlb.  This 
was  a  very  creditable  catch,  as  Mr.  Parker  is  quite  a  novice 
in  fishing,  and  six  months  ago  didn't  know  a  roach  from  a 
perch. — C.  Chapl.\is. 

BloomsbTiry  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  March  11  Messrs. 
J.  Taylor  weighed-in  perch,  roach,  and  dace  (61b.  2Joz.) ; 
J.  Roach,  roich  and  dace  (41b.  lloz  ) ;  E.  Lummes,  perch 
(21b.  oioz.);  F.  S.  Pavett,  one  chub  (lib.  12ioz  ) ;  C. 
Davis,  dace ;  W.  Taylor,  roach.  On  March  14th  Mr.  J. 
Taylor  had  a  nice  show  of  jick,  bream,  perch;  and  roach 
(141b.  12|oz.).— T.  Pateenostee. 

Brompton  Angiing  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlbwough-road,  S.W. — We  fish  a  match  at  St. 
Margaret's  on  March  25  for  the  prizes  not  won  on  our  last 
outing.  I  hope  members  will  support  the  A.6.S.  Com- 
petition on  March  18.  Those  who  could  not  get  tickets 
through  me  should  have  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  them 
elsewhere,  or  on  the  morning.  During  the  week  the 
following  hive  weighed-in:  C.  Brown  jick  (81b.);  A. 
Brown,  nice  show  of  roach ;  Brophy,  roach ;  Barber, 
roach,  dace,  and  cerch. — W.  H.  B. 

Brothe  s  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  Kivg 
Edward  VI.,  Kiog  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road. — On 
Marc'i  11  we  had  a  very  good  show  of  fish,  upwards 
of  461b.  6:z.  being  weig'aed-in  by  the  following  members  : 
H.  Bodeen,  231b.  l|jz.  roach,  and  cne  small  jack.  Our 
ontiog  to  Greit  Marlow  resulted  as  follows:  A.  Field, 
first,  with  91b.  of  roach;  C.  Smith,  second,  81b.  4i'z  ;  W. 
Feecham,  third,  lib.  143z. ;  H.  Tame,  lib.  ll|oz  ;  G. 
Clark,  lib.  3|ox. ;  Hawthorn,  12Joz. ;  Dean,  5|oz.— H.  T. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Sooleiiy,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bmnswick-oad,  Bromley-by-Bow,  B. — The  follow- 
ing finished  the  season  on  the  11th  with  heavy  shows  of 
fish  :  Messrs.  C.  Parmenter,  roach  and  perch  ;  T.  Tucker, 
roach;  A.  Kobertson,  roach;  H.  Kelly,  roach  ;  E.  Pap- 
worth,  roach  and  jiik;  F.  lliniall,  roach. — F.  Randall, 

CHmbnoge  tLe&tb.  Brociiur<«  i^gung  do<4"gy, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-streat.Bishop's-road.Cambiiige 
Heath. — On  Match  11  we  had  a  splendid  show  of  fish  on 
the  trays  by  Messrs.  R.  Hnbbaid,  roach,  perch,  and 
,  pike;  J.  Baines,  roach;  C.  J.  K  njf,  one  jick,  61b.  ll|oz  ; 
Elavcrthy,  sen.,  jack  ;  C.  Wicks,  perch  (heaviest  14oz.) ; 
J.  Lee,  roach;  G.  Webb,  roach;  C.  HazirJ,  perch;  L. 
1  Stephenson,  roach  and  perch;  B.  Smith,  roach;  E. 
Argent,  roach ;  W.  Argant,  roach  ;  and  B.  Sawyer, 
juo.,  perch.  Three  of  tbe  lapsed  prizss  wero  taken  by 
Mesjrs.  Elsworthy.  sen.,  E.  Argent,  and  W.  Argent.  The 
remaiLiog  four  pr>,3s  are  to  be  fished  for  on  March  18, 
roving,  in  the  river  Lei;  and  the  consolation  priz»8  of 
nine  ha  1 '-guineas  are  to  be  fished  (same  conditions)  on 
March  18,  anywhtrj  in  the  river  Laa.  The  consolation 
prizes  are  for  those  members  who  have  not  won  a  prize  to 
dite.  Shall  be  pleased  to  see  the  majority  of  member j  at 
8t.  Margaret's  on  March  18  for  the  A.B.8.  competition. 
Tickets  at  the  clubhouse  for  those  memberj  who  have 

lared  them.    One  of  the  members  wishes  to  give  up 

ie,  and  is — P.  Loft. 

Cli.phun  Junodon   Angling    Soolcty,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  JnnotioD,  8.W.— 
On  March  11  the  following  members  weighed-in;  Mr.  J. 
Thorn,  141b.  ('oz.  roach  ;  8.  Lapwood,  roach;  E.  Harvey, 
roach ;  A.  Heyman,  roach ;  A.  Bowater,  roach ;  C. 
Burrrge,  roich  ;  J.  Barrage,  roach  ;  .1.  Willgise,  roach  ; 
C  Ball,  roach;  A.  Ward,  roach  ;  G.  T.  Jameson,  perch. 
— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — On  March  11  Mr.  J. 
I'dsmore  weighed-in  jack  (largfst  61b.);  Mr.  Wallis, 
bream;  Mr.  Pearce,  jick;  Mr.  H.  Crowther,  jack  ;  Mr. 
y.  Bishop,  chub.  On  Tuesday  next  we  have  a  special 
meeting. — T.  Pa.s.more. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Lincoln 
A. 8.,  held  at  the  Metropolitan,  Winchester-street,  King's 
Cross,  on  Monday,  March  19.  The  "  Cas"  concert  was  a 
sncoass.    The  large  club-room  at  the  Empress  was  packed. 

bobden  AngUng  gootetv,  Kennul-road,  W.— On 
the  lO.h  Messrs.  E.  Baxter,  J.  Dunn,  and  T.  Twyman 
weighed-in  a  nice  lot  of  roach.  On  the  llih,  E.  Baxter, 
131b.  8jz.  roach;  J.  Dunn,  jick  and  roach,  one  jack 

0.  3iz. ;  T.  Twyman,  roach;  F.  Fry,  roach;  and  A. 

jwland,  roach.  The  consolation  match  fished  at  Ux- 
b.'idge  was  woi  by  Mr.  W.  Newell  with  one  perch, 
lib.  2oz. ;  F.  Xunney,  second ;  R.  Sanders,  third.  The 
following  were  declared  the  winuers  of  the  remaining 
prizes  from  the  unfinished  match  of  March  4 :  Messrs.  T. 
Marsh,  A.  Duncan,  A.  E.  Newell,  C.  Walker,  T.  Bradley, 
J.  Edwards,  F.  MelviUe,  and  W.  Barnard.   On  the  14th 


Mr.  E.  Morris  had  a  line  show  of  chub  and  dace,  but  was 
too  late  to  weigh-in.  Will  members  kindly  come  and  clear 
the  books,  as  the  time  is  getting  shott  ?  Tickets  for  the 
Aquarium  are  now  ready. — T.  Twyman. 

OoUlngwood  Angling  Soolety.  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  8.B, — The  latt  weighs-in 
were:  Messrs.  Gooding,  Ball,  Jarrett,  C.  Poole,  and  E. 
Elsey.  Consolation  prize  outing  will  be  fished  on  March  18 
in  the  river  Lea  (roving) ;  usual  conditions.  Will  members 
attend  on  Wednesday,  March  21,  it  being  the  annual 
general  meeting  and  first  week  in  new  financial  year  ?  Any 
member  absent  will  be  fined  in  accordance  with  Rule  4. 
Auditors  will  also  make  their  report  on  the  balance-sheet. 

— F.  P,  SOROE. 

Cosy  Angling  Society.  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  cn  March  11,  but  did  not  return  with  any 
fish.  Wednesday,  March  21,  will  be  quarterly  night,  when 
Mr.  Wade  is  expected  to  open  Benevolent  boxee. — J. 
White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C. — On  March  11  Messrs.  Bailey, 
Hopping,  Curtis,  Massey,  and  Massey,  j an,,  weighed-in 
roach  and  petc'i  (Mr.  Bailey's  largest  roach  going 
lib.  3|oz.).  On  Tuesday  night  Mr.  John  Massey  again 
weighed-in  roach  and  peich. — W.  Massey. 

Crewe  No.  1  Angling  Society,  Old  Vaults.  High- 
street. — A  general  meeting  was  held  on  Friday  evening 
last  to  elect  a  secretary  in  the  place  of  our  late  one  (  Mr.  R. 
Cole),  who  has  accepted  an  appointment  as  foreman  of  a 
foundry  at  Shrewsbury,  and  we  all  wish  him  every  success 
in  his  new  undertaking.  Mr.  Edward  Butt  was  elected  to 
fill  the  position.  Mr.  Cole  was  also  secretary  of  the  Crewe 
Centre  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association,  which  is 
still  vacant.  Angling  has  improved  a  little  this  lent  week, 
although  we  have  had  some  very  cold  winds.  The  close 
season  beiog  so  near.  Crewe  anglers  turned  out  in  full 
force  last  week-end.  A  few  visited  Welshpool  on 
Saturday,  but  met  with  very  poor  sport.  A  pirty 
of  free  anglers  visited  Pool  Quay,  which  is  only  about  five 
miles  lower  down  the  river  Severn,  and  met  with  very  fair 
sport  with  the  roach  and  chub;  live  bxi ting  for  pike  was 
tried,  only  one  being  taken,  about  4!b.  Several  Crewe 
anglers  visited  [the  Severn  at  Shrewsbury,  and  met  with 
fair  sport  with  roach  and  chub,  some  of  the  roach  goinj 
lib.  each.  The  writer  and  friend  visited  the  river  Tern  at 
Crudging'on  on  Saturday  afternoon,  bat  with  not  much 
success,  ihi  roach  biting  very  shy  ;  cold  east  wind  blowing 
and  river  tinged  with  snow  water.  I  tried  spinning  with 
sprat  on  Bedford  Spinner  ;  took  two  small  pike,  one  4!b., 
one  3(b.  A  large  chub  followed  the  bait  and  snapped  it 
on  top  of  water,  but  did  not  hold  on.  The  river  at  this 
part  is  well  stocked  with  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish,  and  on 
favourable  days  good  sport  cm  be  had. — George  Capel. 

Qalatin  Angling  Society,  Browoiow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street^  Dalston. — On  March  11  a  good  many 
members  we ra  cub.  Messrs.  W.  Thompson,  H  Poore,  A. 
Llojd,  F.  Wild,  R.  Pariam,  Davison,  and  A.  Wild  had  a 
very  nice  show  of  jick,  chub,  roach,  dace,  and  perjh.  On 
March  IS  therj  is  10j._6d.  (pr  ssnted  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Lloyd, 
jan.)  for  the  gross  weight  of  fish  taken  by  any  member  in 
the  A.B.S.  competition. — S.  Malbt. 

Dake  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road.  Westbourne  Park. — On  March  11  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Bedwell,  roach  and  perch  ; 

G.  Jenkins,  roach  and  perch  ;  Fletcher,  roach  and  perch; 
Targett  and  Tucker,  roach;  Barns,  roach  ard  perch; 
Viner,  barbel,  one  going  31b  joz.  On  March  29  a  smoking 
concert  will  take  place  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S. — W.  Jenkins. 

Enterpiise  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad  Line,  Tottenhim. — On  Mirjh  11  the  following 
weighed-in :  Messrs.  lliohards,  Pneasey,  and  Renshaw. 
The  latfer  weighed-in  a  dace  of  12jOz.  On  Monday, 
March  19,  the  above  society  holds  a  smoking  concert  on 
behaif  of  the  A.B.S.  ratura  visit,  when  we  hope  all 
members  and  friendj  will  kindly  attend, —  W.  Lefevre. 

Forest  Gate  Flscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate,  E. — As  we  close  the  books  at 
the  end  of  this  month,  will  members  in  arrears  clear 
themselves  of  the  books,  as  the  general  meeting  takes  place 
oa  April  11?  A  fesv  decent  fish  have  been  weighed-in 
lately  by  Messrs.  Durell,  Creeke,  Head,  and  Mendham. — 

H.  F.  C. 

Friendship  Angling  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Mitchell -street,  St.  Luke's. — On  and  after  Thursday  next, 
Mirch  22,  the  club  will  be  held  at  the  Stone  House,  Old- 
street,  corner  of  New-street,  St.  Luke's,  hoping  all  mem- 
bers will  attend. — J.  Levien. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Sooletr,  Sir  Isaac  Newton. 
Union-street,  Middlesex- Hospital,  W.  —  On  March  11 
Mr.  .lamas  had  a  fine  show  of  fish — over  40lb.  of  jack, 
perch,  and  tench.  Also  had  fish  :  EUirs,  Mitchell,  and 
Verity.  Oar  outing  was  a  bit  of  a  failure,  only  Mr. 
Bailey  having  fish,  41b.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be 
fished  for  on  the  18th,  from  Ware  Bridge  to  Hertford 
Bridge;  tow-path  only;  usual  conditions.  Train  leaves 
Liverpool-street  about  nine  o'clock.  Mr.  King  and  Mr. 
Verity  weighed-in  roach  cn  the  13th. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Saciety,  The  Orowa.  (Jhntch- 
street,  Shoreditch. — Ttie  members  fished  at  St.  Mar- 
garet's for  sixteen  lapsed  prizes,  they  were  all  taken,  so 
we  wound  up  the  season  all  right.  Messrs.  F.  Butcher, 
C  jker,  and  Thompson  brought  in  good  takes  of  roach  and 
perch  from  Littleport. — R.  Muri'hy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-road,  8.E. — Ttie  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  on 
Tuesday  last,  Mr.  J.  H.  Rich  presiding.  The  chairman 
statad  that  since  the  members  last  met  our  very  much 
respected  president  had  pissed  away,  aftflr  only  a  short 
illness,  and  that  by  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  Hamilton  the 
Bcciety  had  lost  a  good  friend.  A  vote  of  sympathy  and 
condolence  for  Mrs.  Hamilton  and  family  was  passed. 
Mr.  W.  Rich,  jun.,  was  awarded  the  prize  given  by  Mr.  £. 


Stokes  for  February.  The  appeal  made  by  the  Central 
Association  Re-stocking  Fund  was  discussed,  and  hon. 
secretary  instructed  to  bring  the  matter  forward  at  the 
end  of  the  month.  The  T.A.P.8.  and  A.B.S.  collecting 
boxes  were  well  supported  during  the  evening. — W.  K. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N.  —  On 
the  11th  inst.  we  had  a  tine  show  of  fish,  this  being  onr 
last  wei.jhing-in,  Mr.  J.  Hewitt  heading  the  list  with  four 
jack.  181b.  2oz.  The  following  weighed-in  some  good 
roach  from  the  Thames  :  J.  Ocborne,  15ib.  4oz. ;  C.  Wat- 
ling,  131b.  2oz. ;  J.  Petrie,  lllb.  lloz. ;  C.  Large,  91b.  7oz. 
From  other  waters  :  Messrs.  C.  Watling,  J.  Cbappin,  J.  A. 
Fitch,  H.  Dutton,  F.  Puale,  and  C.  Randall  hid  roach, 
jack,  psrch,  and  dace,  miking  a  total  of  8-3lb.  l.ooz.  The 
next  Central  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  above  society  on 
March  20.— J.  A.  FiTrii. 

Harcoirt  Angling  Soolety,  Harcourt  Arms, 
Haroourt-street,  N.W. — We  had  a  nice  show  of  fish  on 
March  11  from  the  Thames,  chub,  roach,  perch,  and  two 
j  ick.  We  fieh  our  next  match  in  the  Lea  on  March  2.o,  at 
Ware  Bridge  to  the  Engine  House,  Hertford,  I  mast 
again  ask  our  members  to  attend  the  club  a  little  more 
regularly  and  show  a  little  more  interest  in  the  c'ub 
business  thvn  they  have  done  lately. — A.  E.  Pavne. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — Messrs.  Morris,  Shilcock,  Warren, 
and  Ide  were  the  successful  members  in  the  match  at 
Cookham,  in  the  order  named.  Moysey  and  Monckton 
had  a  grand  show  of  roach  on  Monday  ;  and  Boffee,  201b. 
of  Bime  on  Tuesday,  two  of  which  are  to  adorn  the  club- 
room. — W.  N.  Dawes. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Soolety,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — On  March  11  cnr 
members  were  out.  Mr.  Rassell  had  a  nice  show  of  roach 
and  dace.  Will  members  kindly  attend  as  we  have 
special  business  next  Wednesday. — H.  Bagshaw. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-roid,  HoUoway,  N. — The  season  with 
us  came  to  an  end  very  quietly.  Although  many  members 
have  been  out,  and  the  state  of  the  weather  and  various 
rivers  were  favourable,  sport  has  ruled  slow.  During  the 
week  Messrs.  A.  J.  Hersant  has  weighed-in  roach  and 
chub,  71b.  9oz.  (best  chub  21b.  13oz.) ;  8.  Stone,  a  small 
jick;  and  G.  Whitbraad,  roach,  21b.  7ioz.  (best  fish 
lib.  9|oz  );  and  on  the  closing  day,  F.  Berry,  roach  and 
dace,  71b.  lloz.  (largest  roach  lib.  6|oz.);  and  J.  E. 
Clements,  roach,  lib.  S^oz.  A  general  meeting  is  called 
for  April  4  to  consider  a  proposed  alteration  to  Rule  14 
relating  to  medals,  and  other  important  business. — E. 
Wymer. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  N. — Several  members  were  out  on 
March  11.  Messrs.  Rolfe  had  roach  and  perch ;  Wiltshire, 
roach  ;  J.  Hnntley,  roach  ;  A.  Fish,  chub  ;  A.  McGuiness, 
perch.  A  grand  smoking  concert  will  take  place  on 
Marc'i  26  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  and 
the  Fishing  Gazette  Tobacco  Fund.  The  president,  Mr. 
G.  H.  Wood,  will  occupy  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  P. 
Newton  in  the  vice.  Any  angler  favouring  us  with  their 
company  on  that  occasion  will  be  sure  of  a  grand  night's 
entertainment,  a  good  programme  of  talent  hiving  been 
procured.    Commence  at  8.30  sharp. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Soolety,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Oanonbury-road. — The  match  at  Rye  Hons  3  on 
March  11  was  fairly  attended,  and  the  following  were  the 
winners:  Mr.  Boys,  first;  Mr.  Herbert,  second;  .A[r. 
Wilkes,  third ;  Mr.  Seirl,  fourth ;  also  Mr.  Leach  and 
Mr.  Reeves  had  fieh.  Mr.  Bur  wash  also  weighed-in  from 
the  Thames.  We  met  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Bur  wash  in  the 
chair,  when  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed.  The  delegate  gave  in  his  report,  which  was 
duly  received.  Mr.  Reeves  was  proposed  as  a  working 
member. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

.{Eaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.  —  The  three 
special  prizes  competed  for  on  March  11  were  tejured  by 
Messrs.  J.  Poole,  G.  Nuna,  and  H.  Butt.  Ocly  two  of 
the  four  "ipecials"  fished  for  on  Wednesday  last  were 
taken,  the  remaining  two  prizes  (with  one  aided),  will  be 
competed  for  on  Wednesday  next,  2lBt.  inst.  on  part  of 
the  Lea.  The  members  will  also  compete  for  thrje 
"  specials  "  on  March  18  on  the  Lea,  between  Car;;hagena 
Weir  and  Ware  Park  Mill.  Mr.  Wiltshire  exhibited  on 
Wednesday  last,  181b.  9oz.of  roach  and  jack. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Sin 39  our  last  report  we  have 
had  three  good  shows  of  fish  in  from  the  Thames  by 
Messrs.  Gilder  and  Brothers  Reidington.  Oar  return 
visit  takes  place  at  the  above  house  on  Moniiy,  March  26. 
I  hope  to  see  a  good  attendance  on  that  occasion. — G. 
Bence. 

Junior  Fiscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E. — We  hold  a  special  committee 
meeting,  at  which  all  members  arj  invited,  of  tha  above 
society  at  the  above  address  on  Mirch  21.— W.  Freeman, 
Hon.  Sec. 

Zalncoln  Angling  Scolety,  Metropolitan,  Win> 
Chester-street,  Pentonville,  N. — On  March  11  a  gojd  many 
members  were  out;  we  had  a  good  show  of  fish:  Mr. 
Moffat,  roach,  181b.  12oz  ;  Mr.  Cook,  51b.  lOoz. ;  Mr. 
Richards,  roach  and  bream,  one  roach  lib.  ojz.  ;  Mr. 
Clark,  roach,  one  fish  lib.  4oz. ;  R.  Watling,  roach  and 
chub  ;  W.  Bowdrey,  roach  and  jack  ;  W.  Wa'ling,  roach, 
one  roach  21b.  IJoz.  ;  Mr.  Hudson,  perch ;  Mr.  Stjvens, 
roach ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  jack.  Our  return  visit  on  the 
C.D.V.L,  will  take  place  on  Monday  next.  Any  club  that 
has  not  received  a  notice  please  accept  same. — W. 
Watling. 

Iiiverpool  Angling   Association,  Bee  Hotal- 

Queen-square. — We  had  an  outing  last  week  to  the  river 
Dee,  and  were  favoured  with  pleasant  weather.  Only  a 
few  members  attended,  and  the  resalt  was  a  tie  for  ^t 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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OGDEN  AND  SCOTFORD, 

PITVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

Fly     Dressers  Fishing     Rod     a>xid     Tackle     lYIaixuf  acti;ir©r  s, 

EIGHT   PRIZE    MEDALS    AND    DIPLOMAS  AWARDED. 


All  the  Ffrm's  Specialities  may  now  be  seen  at  the  Fisheries  Exhibition, 

Royal  Aquarium,  from  IVIarch  8  to  April  5. 


F.  W.  DALE, 

Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST., 

H:j^nsri-.E-z-. 


66 


99 


Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  Dry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittings,  and  finish  ia 

best  value  made. 

GreenJieart,  1  guinea ;  Biiilt-eane,  4  guineas. 

All  lengrtlis  from  Ojft.  to  lift. 

FLIES  FOR  FLOATING,  WET  WORK,  YORKSHIRE,  WALES,  AND  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY, 

Is.  6d.  per  dozen. 


The  Lightest  Bods  in  use.   Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz. 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod,  4s.  8o.  cas^oW 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch   fittings,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle.  Is.  extra. 
"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.   Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it." — Marston,  FiSHiNd  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  12oz.,  price 
5s.  4d..  lOift. ;  53.  lOd.,  lift.  ;  carriage  4d. 

BABOAIN. 

Finest  Undrawn  GUT,  Beflna,  as  fine  a  2x 
Drawn,  first  quality,  20in  ,  3/6  100;  Eeflna,  next 
finest,  21^in.,  2/11;  23in.,  3/5  per  100.  Only  small 
lot.   Be  in  time. 


BOO  T  H, 

FISHING  GUT  MERCHANT,  HULL. 


Anglers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVKETISE  IN 

The  Observer  4  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advts.,  25  words  tor  Is.  prepaid, 
ddress  :  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth, 


Ang'lers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADVEaXISK  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JOURNAL 

Chargei  very  Moderate. 
Addreis :  King  Street  Alfreton, 


Anerlers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL.  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  k  Izaak  Walton  Country 

BHOOLD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Do?e  Valley  Record. 

Wanletl  Advti.,  18  uordt,6d. ;  30  wordt,  li.,  prepaid. 
Address  :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o., 

HllOUI.n  AUVKKTIHK  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  q,  Market  Hill.  Cambridge. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

UAPVI  rC  Swan  and  Tnrkev  Feathers 
nAulvLLd  Seals'  Fnr,  Pigs' Wool,  &c 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

8.  HAYNES,  Mardyke,  Cork 


SINGER 

The 
Patent 
Free  Wheel 
Locking 
Bolt 

RIDERS  DELIGHTED 


FREE  WHEEL 

CYCLES 


Allows  of 
Free  or  Fixed 

Wheel  at 
rider's  option. 

NUMEROUS  TESTIMONIALS. 


Lists  and  Prices  Post  Free. 


SINGER  CYCLE  CO.  Ltd.,  COVENTRY. 

London:    17,    HOLBORN"  ^I^DtJCT. 


Now  Ready,  price  2s.  net  (2s.  2d.  post  free). 

The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices, 

OR 

HOW  TO  TIE  WET  AND  DRY  FLIES  FOR 
TROUT  AND  GRAYLING  FISHING. 

BY  THE  LATE 

HI.  C3-.  IMIcCLELL^ISriD 

("  Atlienian  "  of  the  Fishing  Gazette). 

'X^i-tlx  ESlslx-t^r  zllT:i.st]:*Et-tloi3.s. 


LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW.  MARSTON  &  COMPANT,  LIMITED, 

ST.  DUNfSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  FLEET  STREET  B.C. 


NOW  READY.— THIRD  EDITION. 

A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

By    OOTSWOIjID     ISYS,  D^.^. 
Price  ONE  SHILLING,  in  neat  cloth  binding. 

London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.  Ltd,,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E,C 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron :  Hub  Majesty  the  Queen. 

President:  H.E.H.  the  Duke  of  Saxe- 
coburg  and  gotha,  duke  of 
Edinbuegh,  K.G. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  22,  1900. 
AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 


SCENES  FEOM 

TyESONGOFHIiATliA 

(LONGFELLOW). 

Set  to  Music  by  COLERIDGE  TAYLOR. 

Overture. 

1.  Hiawatha's  Wedding  Feast. 

2.  The  Death  of  Minnehaha. 

3.  Hiawatha's  Departure.* 

('First  time  of  performance  ) 


Miss  LILLIAN  BLAUVELT. 
Mr.  WHITNEY  MOCKRIEGE. 
Mr.  ANDREW  BLACK. 


BAND   AND   OHOBUS,   ONE  THOUSAND 
ORGANIST,  Mr.  H.  L.  BALFOUR. 
CONDUCTOB: 

Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDO 


Doors  Open  at  7.  Commence  at  S  o'olook. 

Stalls,  7s.  6d.    Arena,  6s. 

Boxes,  £1  lis.  6d.  to  £3  Ss. 

D  ,  C  Reserved  (rows  1  to  4),  Ss, 

Balcony  ^  Unreserved  (5  to  8),  48. 

Gallery  (Promenade),  One  Shilling, 


Tickets  at  the  Boyal  Albert  Hall  an 
usual  Agents. 


GISHURSTINE, 

Th(>  best  Dubbiu  for  Fishing  an 
Shooting  Boots ;  Iceops  them  d 
and  soft.    Wholesale  from 
.Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited.  London 
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and  seoond  prizes  between  Mr.  R.  Wilson  and  Mr.  T.  White 
with  t'.b.  15oz.  of  dxoe  and  troat  each,  while  Mr.  Jeffries 
waa  third.  The  Bootle  Clab  were  also  having  a  competi- 
I  tion,  and  did  ver?  well  indeed,  I  understand.  We  shall 
'  con  have  Good  Friday  here,  which  used  to  be  looked  upon 
as  the  orthodox  day  for  commenciDg  fishing  in  earnest, 
but  close  time  has  put  an  end  to  this. — Rd.  Wooli  all, 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society, 
White  Lion  Inn,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex. — A  good 
namber  of  anglers  were  fishing  the  Lingford  waters  on 
the  11th  inst.,  and  aport  was  not  altcgsther  good.  The 
tidal  water  seems  to  have  afforded  the  best  sport,  some 
anglers  getting  as  many  aa  101b.  or  l'21b.  of  roaoh  and  dace 
each.  T.  Springett  secured  a  jick  on  the  10th  (.")lb.). 
One  or  two  other  jick  have  been  taken  during  the  past  few 
days.— F.  Keen. 

Kitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cloudesley 
Arms,  Cloudesley-place,  Liverpool-road,  N. — On  March  11, 
Messra.  Toplls  and  Carr  had  jack ;  Mr.  Holden,  roach  and 
jack.  Our  proceeds  of  Fighing  Gazette  Tobacco  Fund 
reached  £2  03.  Hope  to  see  all  members  on  the  19th,  for 
business  cf  impottince. — A  Toplis. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  March  11 
we  had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish  for  the  last  weigh-in  : 
Messrs.  G.  Lamb,  sen.,  roach  ;  H.  Hurt,  jack  and  roach; 
E.  Lamb,  roach,  perch,  and  dac9 ;  8.  Barrett,  perch ; 
G.  Taylor,  perch ;  6.  Shorn,  perch.  On  March  14  Mr.  C. 
Lamb,  sen.,  had  a  day's  fishing,  and  on  the  evening,  in  the 
clnb-room,  he  weighed-in  fifteen  roach,  going  over  201b. — 
G.  Tayloe. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — This  society  had  a  very 
successful  evening  on  March  8.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  gave  a 
lantern  lecture,  entitled  "  Fishing  and  Holiday  Trips  by 
theSouth-Eastem  Eailway,"  and  by  which  the  members 
obtained  some  useful  information.  Following  the  lecture, 
a  concert,  arranged  by  Mr.  C.  Gamett  (musical  director), 
fully  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  evening.  The  presi- 
dent, Mr.  C.  L.  Wright,  occupied  the  chair,  supported  by 
Mr.  T.  MuUer  (vice-president) ;  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore 
in  the  vice-chair,  supported  by  Mr.  0.  Dold.  The 
following  artistes  gave  their  services  :  Mr.  Alf.  Sturgess, 
Mr.  Herbert  Holland,  Mr.  Wilson  Martell,  Mr.  Geo. 
Cartwright  (Oglander  Piscatoiial  Society),  Mr.  Alf. 
iBailey,  Mr.  Moorcroft,  Mr.  W.  Cartwright  (Oglander 
,  Piscatorial  Society),  and  a  recitation  by  Mr.  H.  W. 
Morgan  (Oglander  Pbcatoiial  Scc'ety) ;  Mr.  H.  Muller 
presided  at  the  piano.  The  following  clubs  were  repre- 
sented :  Walworth  Waltonians,  Collingwood,  Peckham 
Brothers,  Anchor  and  Hope,  and  the  New  Albions. 
During  the  evening  a  collection  was  made  on  behalf  of 
the  A.B.S.,  and  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. 
On  March  11  Mr.  G.  Cartwright  brought  home  a  nics 
show  of  jick  from  the  Lea,  largest  lib.  lloz. ;  also  Mr. 
A.  W.  Nayler  (jack),  lib.  12oz. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Mayler 
(perch),  1-lJcz.  There  will  be  an  outing  to  Eye  House 
y    on  March  18  next  for  seven  prizes. — E,  Dyball. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green,  E.— On 
March  11  A.  Birch  weighed-in  41b.  13oz.  roach;  8.  Orrow, 
41b.  Ooz.  roach  and  dace ;  and  J.  Slade,  roach.    The  con- 
eolation  prize  was  not  won,  but  will  be  fished  for  on 
I    March  18,  under  the  competition  regulations. 
I      Original   Clerkenwell    Piscatorial  Society, 
I    Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On 
I    March  11  the  remaining  prizes  were  taken  by  Messrs. 
Abbott  and  Callow  with  a  fine  show  of  roach.  The 
following  also  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  G.  English,  roach ; 
Emerick,  perchj  J.  English,  roach  ;  Isaacs,  roach ;  Free- 
man, roach;  Hill,  nine  chub  ;  making  a  nice  show  of  fish 
for  the  wind-up  of  season. — A.  H. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  The  Rose,  Saville-place, 
Lambeth-road,  8.E. — The  three  ontstandiag  prizes  were 
'  brought  off  satisfactorily  on  March  11,  in  the  following 
I  order  :  A.  Holbrow,  roach  and  dice  (largest  dice  14Joz.) ; 
J.  Mann,  roach;  G.  Bex,  perch.  Also  weighed-in,  E. 
Ford,  rjach  acd  perch.  Will  members  attend  next 
Tuesday,  to  arrange  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  ?— 
A.  H. 

Phoenix    Angling    Etooiety,    The  Tavistock, 
t    Stibbington-street,  X.W. — We  had  a  very  good  show  of 
I    roach,  perch,  bream  and  chub  on  March  11,  by  Mesfrj. 
I    Austin,  Mares,  Carter,  Carr,  H.  Taylor,  and  Meyer.  Mr. 
1    Aufctin  won  the  last  prize  of  the  season.    On  March  18 
we  meet  in  the  parlour,  as  Mr.  Tinson  has  a  whippet  show 
upstairs.    Frank  Dove  had  chub  and  roach  from  Bourne 
End  on  March  14.— R.  C. 
,      Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Ohapel- 
}   street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  the  Hth  inst.  we  had  a 
Very  good  show  of  fish  (roach  and  perch).    All  the  prizes 
'    were  takeo,  and  if  thera  had  been  a  dozen  more  there 
would  have  still  been  some  wanting,  for  every  member 
who  went  out  came  home  with  a  nic3  show  of  fish.  Mem- 
bers please  show  up  on  next  meeting  night  to  discuss 
mpDrtant  busineaa. — Gko.  Keene. 

jcioyal  Oeorga  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arma, 
Bateman-atreet,  Soho-square. — We  had  a  splendid  show 
of  fiah  on  our  trays  on  March  11  by  the  following :  Messrs. 
LoDgland,    Webbar,  Holder,   Harris,  Pope,  Gibbons, 
■   Burrell,  Trotter,  Brand,  Pain,  and  AUport.  Members 
i  must  come  np  cert  Wednesday  to  choose  their  prizes,  as 
1   the  list  must  be  closed  shortly. — J.  Gibbons. 
I     Royal   Oak   Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Cobom-road,    Bow,   B.— On  March  11  the  following 
;   weighed-in ;  Messrs.  F.    Pignitelli,  roach ;  Merigold, 
roach  and  perch;  Tisshaw,  perch;    Girdener,  roach; 
A.  Evans,  roach  ;  G.  Williams,  roach  ;  Tim  O'Shanhoun, 
roach  ;  Ben  Taylor,  perch  ;  J.  Payne,  perch  ;  W.  Salmon, 

perch.— P".  PlONATELLI. 

Silver  Tront  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  March  11  Mr. 
Fletcher  weighed-in  roach,  'Jib.  odd,  largest  1.5Joz. ;  Mr. 


Pettit,  roach,  51b.  odd  ;  Mr.  Dent,  show  of  roach  ;  and 
Mr.  Woollon,  show  of  perch.  Oa  the  l.'Uh  Mr.  Alfred 
Abrahams,  four  pike,  171b.,  largest  Gib.  7o/,.,  also  one 
perch,  lib.  liy/..;  Mr.  Fletcher,  roach  and  dace,  lOIb. ; 
Mr.  Pettit,  show  of  roach  ;  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Brown,  show  of 
bream.  I  hope  all  members  will  attend  on  Tuesday  next. 
— R.  Smith. 

South  Bermondsey  Pisoatorials,  Institute, 
Rotherhithe  New-road,  8.B. — On  March  11  our  punt  out- 
ing resulted  in  Mr.  R.  Thomas,  first,  with  bream  ;  Mr. 
Davies,  second,  with  perch ;  Mr.  W.  Castin,  third,  with 
dace;  and  Mr.  A.  Sutherd,  fourth,  roach.  Mr.  W. 
Fawcett  also  weighed-in  bream.  All  prizes  were  taken. 
I  hope  members  will  attend  early  on  Friday. — J.  H. 
Davies. 

Spread  £igle  Angling  Society.  The  Hope, 
Bird-street,  Kennington-road,  S.E. — On  Wednesday  last 
Mr.  Sibthorpe  weighed-in  a  fine  show  of  jick,  perch,  also 
chub  and  roach  (largest  perch  lib.  5oz.)  Members  are 
requested  to  clear  the  books  in  view  of  the  forthcoming 
prize  distribution.— G.  Edwards. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Bhodes- 
weU-road,  Stepney,  E. — Result  of  our  members  finish-up 
of  prize  outing :  Tom  Bowling,  first ;  W.  Woodford, 
second  ;  Clapshaw,  third.  Also  weighed-in  :  W.  Morgan, 
roach  and  dace ;  Grindrod,  roach ;  Craythorne,  roach  ; 
Gerrard,  roach.  Mr.  W.  Morgan  caught  two  trout  in  the 
Lea,  which  he  returned  to  the  water.  Mr.  C.  Bolding 
weighed-in  roach. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — Tlie  match  at  Datchet,  largely 
attended,  resulted  as  follows :  Messrs.  W.  Brookman, 
first;  H.  Pain,  sen.,  second;  Alec  Pain,  third.  There 
will  be  a  sweepstakes  outing  on  the  Lea,  March  2.5.  Time 
of  train  and  locality  to  be  arranged  next  meeting  night.— 
Thos.  Lucas. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town.  E. — Only  two  prizes  were 
taken  at  our  match  at  Broxbourne.  Mr.  F.  Bates,  first; 
Mr.  Drake,  second.  Messrs.  Sandiland  and  Grande  also 
weighed-in  (not  in  the  match). — G.  A.  Payne. 

Sundial  Angling  Society.  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.  —  During  the  week  Mr. 
Sherman  weighed-in  a  show  of  perch,  51b.  14oz.  (largest 
perch  lib.  8ioz.) ;  also  Mr.  E.  C.  Lock  had  perch  (largest 
lib.  5Joz.).  The  result  of  the  match  for  Mr.  King's  cup 
next  week.  The  special  meeting  for  Tuesday  is  adjourned 
to  quarterly  night,  March  27,  when  it  is  hoped  all  members 
will  make  it  their  business  to  attend. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Railway  Hotel, 
Twickenham. — At  our  meeting  on  Monday  last  several 
members  weighed-in.  Messrs.  Cross,  51b.  of  roach  and 
one  bream,  21b. ;  Langstone  and  James,  a  good  take  of 
perch.  Fishing  with  McBride  (Teddinjton),  Mr,  Luff  and 
myself  have  been  taking  a  lot  of  roach,  nothing  over  |lb. 
On  Wednesday,  the  last  day,  we  weighed-in  91b.  of  roach 
and  two  good  bream. — G.  Barrow. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — On  March  11  we  had  a 
very  fine  show  of  fish,  the  following  weighing-in  :  Messrs. 
G.  Marsh,  221b.  of  jick  and  perch;  E.  Skeates,  jick;  J. 
Steer,  carp,  roach,  and  dace;  J.  Payne,  roach;  H. 
Perkins,  roach;  C.  Freak,  roach;  H.  Sandford,  roach; 
J.  Wood,  roach  ;  H.  Fordham,  roach ;  H,  Richards,  roach  ; 
S.  Drage,  roach  ;  T,  J.  Charles,  roach  ;  W.  G.  Cockerton, 
roach ;  and  J.  Cockerton,  roach.  We  have  forwarded  a 
tackle  case  to  the  list  of  prizes  in  aid  of  the  Benevolent 
Fund  match,  in  which  several  of  our  members  intend 
taking  part. — F.  H.  Beak. 

«9aiham  Qreen  ana  Chelsea  Angling  Spoiaty, 
Black  Bvill,  Fulham-road,  S.W, — We  had  a  grand  show 
of  fish  on  March  11,  seven  specimen  fish  being  weighed'in, 
among  the  lot  Messrs.  Price,  Daffield,  AUder,  and  Bradly 
weighing-in  specimen  perch,^  and  Mr.  Price  also  had  a 
specimen  tench,  which  he  kindly  presented  to  the  society 
for  decoration  of  the  walls.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Dungale 
weighed-in  chub,  and  Mr.  Price  another  tench  from 
Walton.    Special  meeting  next  Wednesday;  important. — 

W.  W.  DUFFIELD. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — On  March  11  we  had 
another  grand  show  of  fish.  Messrs.  G.  Osmond  and 
Poore  weighed-in  perch  ;  Knight,  perch  and  a  nice  tench  ; 
W.  Osmond  had  a  good  show  of  roach  and  two  nice  chub. 
On  March  14  our  war  concert  took  place.  We  had  a 
splendid  attendance ;  in  consequence,  overflow  tickets  were 
given.  We  must  heartily  thank  the  various  London  artists 
for_ their  splendid  performance  with  which  they  so  willingly 
obliged  us.  We  hope  our  members  arid  visiting  club  anglers 
will  excuse  the  inconvenience  they  were  put  to  on  this 
occasion,  as  more  seating  space  was  not  available.  The 
friends  and  anglers  that  have  the  overflow  tickets  will 
meet  with  a  cordial  invitation  on  April  11,  the  occasion  of 
our  smoking  concert. — W,  Callcut. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St,  John-street-road,  London, 
N. — During  the  last  week  we  have  had  the  following  fish 
weighed-in  :  Jack,  0  , 'lb.,  41b.  7oz,,  and  41b, ;  some  takes  of 
roach,  71b.  2oz.  and  41b.  2oz.  Largest  roach,  lib.  Vjoz., 
lib.  7oz.    One  chub,  lib.  lOoz. — M.  Cuddon. 

Walworth  WaJtonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's_ Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.B.— The 
following  were  the  winners  in  last  competition  :  Messrs.  W. 
Sparrow,  J.  Brunker,  A.  J.  Hammond,  and  A.  Piolaine. 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  a  good  attendance  on  Wednesday 
next  to  arrange  about  the  annual  dinner. — W.  Wray, 

Wellingcon  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — We  fished  our  match 
at  Amberley  on  Mareh  11,  but  no  prizes  were  taken.  Mr, 
"  General "  Gordon,  who  had  taken  first  prize  on  the 
previous  outing,  was  down  with  us,  and  secured  a  very 
nice  perch,  weighing  l^lb.  This  was  the  only  fish',takenby 
our  members.    We  have  arranged  to  fish  for  the  five 


remaining  prizes  on  March  1  ,  at  St.  Mar/jaret's.  The 
conditionj  to  be  the  same  as  in  the  competition  for  the 
A.B.S.,  which  I  hope  will  be  a  successtul  alTair.  On 
March  13  Mr.  Papworth  weighed  in  ten  grayling,  the  total 
weight  being  lUb.  llj  z  ,  seven  of  the  fish  being  over  the 
weight  required  for  specimens.    The  heaviest  fish  weighed 

lib.  7io/,.  — C.  WlLLKTT. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — On  March  11  several  of  our  members  were 
out,  but  only  one,  Mr.  Styman  weighing  some  nice  perch 
from  the  Lea,  saving  the  club  from  a  blank.  Hope 
members  will  muster  in  force  for  our  last  match  at  Bt, 
Margaret's. — W.  Harden. 

West  Oreen  Angling  Society,  The  Black  Boy, 
West  Green,  N. — Mr.  Anderson  weighed-in  271b.  of  roach, 
several  over  lib.;  Mr.  Sparling,  two  jick  and  perc'a ; 
Mr.  W.  Sparling,  j  ick  and  perch. — Alj  red  G.  Hill. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — In  our  jack  match 
the  foUowiner  members  took  the  prizes:  Mr.  F.  Homer, 
first;  Mr.  (1.  I'earce,  second;  Mr.  J.  Mnlliogs,  third. 
The  following  members,  nit  in  the  match,  weighed-ia  fish  : 
Mr.  T.  Millar,  Mr.  W.  Burling,  Mr.  R.  I'ethurst,  Mr.  J. 
Bowls,  Mr.  Carter,  jun.,  and  Mr.  A.  Kettenus  (roach  and 
daca.)  It  is  quarterly  night  on  Wednesday  next,  March  21, 
for  the  election  of  officers  for  the  coming  season.— 

R.  LOWTHEB. 

Wesc  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Several  members  went  out  for  the  last 
match  of  the  season,  but  only  a  few  fish  were  weighel-in. 
Mr.  Parsons  took  first  prize,  Mr.  MarHa,  second;  Mr. 
Carter,  third ;  and  Mr.  Cox,  jun.,  fourth.  Our  auditors 
will  be  pleased  if  members  will  pay  in  outstanding  sub- 
scriptions and  donations,  to  balance  the  books. —  J.  J. 
Hunter. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Wimbledon. — The  outing  on  the  11th  inst.  was  well 
attended,  and  good  sport  was  obtained.  Three  prizes 
were  offered,  and  were  won  by  the  following  members  : 
Mr.  Lawrence,  first,  his  catch  including  a  fiae  chub  of 
31b.  80Z.  and  a  roach  of  lib.  3oz. ;  Mr.  F.  J.  Rolt,  second  ; 
and  Mr.  S.  Thain,  third.  Tne  annual  dinner  and  presenta- 
tion of  prizes  has  been  fixed  for  Tuesday,  April  10. 
Further  particulars  will  be  announced  in  due  course.— 
Hon.  Sec. 


Mr.  W.  Thomas  will  preside  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society  on  Monday  evening,  March  19,  Mr. 
C.  H.  Bywaters  will  occupy  the  vice-chair.  Ladies  are 
admitted  to  this  dinner,  and,  as  usual,  I  shall  expect  to 
see  the  usual  "  galaxy  of  beauty." 

' — >♦♦♦<- — 

The  tale  (Saya  the  Olobe)  of  an  amusing  conversation 
held  long  ago  between  James  Hogg  and  Sir  Walter  Scott 
has  been  revived.  Sir  Walter,  who  was  sherifl,  expressed 
his  delight  that  a  famous  salmon  poacher  had  been  caught. 
But  James  Hogg  did  not  rejoice  with  him,  but  retorted, 
"  Eh,  shirra,  if  it  werena'  for  robbers,  thieves,  and 
villains  whaur  wad  yer  books  hae  been  ?  Dinna  be  eae 
hard  on  a  puir  eawmint  poacher." 


The  Merry  Anglers,  whose  headquarters  is  the  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell  Road,  are  a  merry  lot  of 
boys ;  their  hon.  sec.  is  Geo.  Merry,  one  of  the  right  sort ; 
they  have  a  splendid  private  fishery  at  Colchester;  the 
capital  Stour  roach  dance  to  a  merry  tune  at  their  little 
wesk-end  trips.  I  was  invited  to  join  them  at  a  recent 
onting,  but  was  too  unwell  to  accept  the  invitation,  How« 
ever,  I  understand  they  had  a  "  real  "  good  time  of  it. 


On  Wednesday  evening  last  I  strolled  into  the  head- 
quarters of  the  B.S.A.S.  (Rainbow  Tavern,  15,  Fleet- 
street),  but  was,  for  once  in  a  while,  a  little  too  early. 
However,  host  and  hostess  Cooksey  had  just  dined,  and  I 
noticed  on  the  plat  du  jour  "  Scotch  Broth."  The 
savoury  aroma  permeated  the  dining-room— and — well  I 
had  some.   And  right  good  was  it. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  programme  will  contain  several 
novelties  next  week.  A  lady  sword  swallower  is,  perhaps, 
the  most  novel,  for  though  we  have  become  accus- 
tomed to  the  competition  of  the  fair  sex  in  most  things, 
this  is  the  first  time  a  lady  has  shown  a  disposition  for  this 
difiicult  task.  Angelotti,  a  celebrated  Hungarian  Protean 
artiste,  will  give  a  complete  sketch,  assuming  no  less  than 
thirty-seven  different  characters  in  a  less  number  of 
minutes.  The  Fisheries  Exhibition  is  open  daily,  and 
continues  until  early  next  month. 


I  si'ENT  a  very  pleasant  evening  last  jeir  at  the  first 
"Fishing  Tackle  Trades' Dinner."  It  is  now  definitely 
arranged  to  hold  the  second  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on 
Thursday,  April  5.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  S. 
Allcock  and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  M.  Carswell.  Mr. 
Frank  Clay  is  the  hon.  sec,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
capable  committee,  may  be  trusted  to  arrange  a  very 
pleasant  evening.  I  also  learn  that  ladies  are  to  be  invited 
to  the  dinner,  a  compliment  which  will  be  much  appre- 
ciated. I  must  [not  let  Mrs.  "  Drag  "  know  this  or  she 
will  expect  to  be  present. 

The  aquatic  performances  which  are  gone  through 
daily  by  the  ornithological  occupants  of  the  Fish  House  at 
the  Zoo  should  be  much  enhanced  in  future  by  the  presence 
of  an  Indian  darter  or  snake  biid,  which  has  just  been 
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deposited  in  the  Gardens.  TLis  interesting  bird,  which 
belongs  to  the  pelican  tribe,  eits  motionless  on  some  branch 
overhanging  a  river  or  lake,  and  then  when  it  observes  its 
prey,  drops  into  the  water  like  a  piece  of  lead  and  secnres 
it.  It  is  seldom  known  to  miss  the  object  aimed  at.  Its 
downward  dart  is  accomplished  as  nciselessly  as  the 
gliding  of  an  eel  into  the  water,  whilst  it  is  further  aided 
in  its  woik  by  the  fact  that  its  bill  is  compressed  and 
pointed  at  the  tip.  Whilst  swimming  the  entire  body  is 
submerged,  the  long  neck,  which  vibrates  in  a  most 
peculiar  manner,  alore  appearing  above  the  surface.  [We 
could  do  with  a  few  "darters"  when  the  sun  begins  to 
shine.  J 

 >♦*♦<  

The  "  Mechanical  Fish  Pond,"  which  is  on  sale  or 
hire  of  Mr.  E.  Eamsbottom,  81,  Market-street,  Manchester, 
is  causing  great  attraction  at  the  Eioyal  Aquarium.  No 
bait  is  needed  ;  ground-baiting  is  not  allowed  ;  and  all  fish 
taken  must  be  returned.  The  Editor,  in  a  notice  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  some  time  back,  said:  "By  the  aid  of 
mechanical  means  fish  both  nibble  and  bite  in  the  most 
natural  manner ;  in  fact,  so  natural  that  the  most  expert 
fishermen  have  said  the  whole  game  is  realistic  in  the 
extreme.  You  fish  in  real  water,  and  we  certainly  never 
saw  any  fishing  game  half  so  realistic  as  this.  We  have 
long  had  artiticial  flies  and  baits,  but  this  is  artificial 
fishing,  and  affords  a  great  deal  more  sport  than  is  often 
to  be  had  at  the  real  thing.  The  angler  who,  after  fishing 
eight  hours,  said  he  had  had  a  '  glorious  nibble,'  would  die 
with  excitement  over  this  game,  which  wants  skill  as  well 
as  luck,  and  provides  endless  amusement.  We  write  after 
having  had  ten  minutes'  cipital  sport  at  it." 

 >»»■»<  

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion will  take  place  on  Monday  evening,  March  19. 
 >-^-»-<  

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Lark  Angling  Society  (fixed 
for  the  15ih  inst.)  has  been  postponed  for  a  short  time. 
Due  notice  will  be  given  of  future  date. 


Me.  Hon  aed,  of  the  Blackfriars  A.S.,  has  taken  a  dace 
of  lib.  4oz  ,  finishing  up  the  season  well. 

The  Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs, 
whose  headquarters  are  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  have  thought  it  desirable  to 
establish  a  preservation  and  re-stoeking  fund.  The  ever 
increasing  number  of  anglers  frequenting  our  rivers 
renders  it  imperative  that  greater  efforts  should  be  made 
to  give  financial  support  to  the  various  deserving  associa- 
tions who  preserve  our  public  waters.  The  Central 
Association  has  hitherto  contributed  liberally  to  the  funds 
of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  a3  well  as  in 
other  ways  assisting,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  fund  ttirted  by 
the  association  itself,  and  managed  by  its  own  members, 
will  receive  substantial  encouragement.  All  contributions 
will  be  gladly  received,  and  any  suggestions  concerning  the 
disposal  of  funds  will  be  carefully  considered  by  the 
committee. 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

The  secretary  of  the  Walham  Green  A.S.,  Mr.  A. 
Glass,  has  undergone  two  operations  at  St.  George's 
Hospital,  and  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  sent  to  a  con- 
valescent home.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  W,  J,  Wade,  of 
the  Central  Association,  he  thanks  the  delegates  for 
their  kindly  sympathy  and  help.  He  describes  the  treat- 
ment at  the  "  Home  "  as  everything  that  could  be  wished 
for,  and  hopes  soon  to  be  amongst  his  brother  anglers. 
No  words  of  mine  are  needed  in  praise  of  the  efforts 
continually  being  made  in  the  cause  of  benevolence. 


The  president  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers  A.S.  (Mr.  G.  H. 
Wood)  will  take  the  chair  at  a  grand  smoking  concert, 
on  March  26,  in  aid  of  the  A.B  S.  and  the  Fishing  Gazette 
Tobacco  Fund.  Mr.  Frank  Newton  will  occupy  the 
vice-chair.  There  is  always  an  excellent  array  of  talent 
at  the  Hoxton  Brothers  j'ei/tuoTis,  and  those  who  want  a 
seat  must  "  be  in  tixe  !  "—8.30  p.m. 

)  »  I  »  <  

An  interesting  discussion  took  place  at  Wednesday's 
B.8.A.8.  meeting  on  the  taking  of  small  bass  at  Rams- 
gate.  Dr.  Patterson  regretted  that  the  society  could  not 
prevent  it,  being  dene,  and  was  certain  that  every  in- 
dividual member  would  do  their  best  to  inculcite  sports- 
manlike ideas  in  those  who  so  wantonly  destroyed 
immature  fish.  Mr,  Hairy  Lane  agreed  to  all  that  had 
been  fa?d  on  the  subject,  but  he  saw  no  reason  why  small 
Bass  should  not  be  taken  on  licensed  premises. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 
Angling  Association  will  take  plice  on  Wednesday  evening, 
March  21,  at  the  Castle  Hotel,  Dr.  Travers  in  the  chair  ; 
Mr.  F.  8.  Foster  in  the  vice.  At  the  annual  meeting  the 
report  and  balance-sheet  was  read,  anl  showed  that  the 
society  was  in  a  flourishing  condition.  They  have  some 
excellent  private  waters,  a  good  club-room,  and  active 
secretaries  and  committee.  After  pajing  out  close  on 
£150  they  still  have  a  balance  at  the  banker's. 

 >  »« ♦ <  

"St.  Patrk  k'k  Day  in  the  momin'."  Hooroo! 
"  The  bhoys  of  the  (,)aeen'B  army  will  all  have  a  sprig  of 
shamrock  in  their  head-dreBS."  Hooroo!  I  am  an  "  old 
Boldier,"  and  intend  to  follow  suit.  Hooroo!  "United 
we  stand;  divided  we  fill."  Hooroo!  For  fear  my 
brother  Irishman,  Mr.  J.  K.  Knright,  of  Castleconnell,  had 
an  idea  that  our  shramrock  was  all  clover,  he  has  sent  me 
a  lovely  Vjoxful  of  the  "rale"  sort.  He  says:  "  I'ut 
shamrock  in  water  to-day  (Friday)  and  whisky  in  self 
to-morrow."  Hooroo  I  But  why  did  he  not  send  me  the 
whisky  ? 


I  AM  looking  forward  to  a  treat  on  March  27,  when  the 
Grasham — so  famous  for  its  exhititions,  lectures,  concerts, 
&c. — will  have  a  grand  "  smoker."  When  I  tell  you  that 
Mr.  W.  R.  Raeves  has  a  "finger  in  the  pie,"  you  may 
expect  to  have  a  good  bill  cf  fare.  Dr.  Pattsrson  will  give 
his  popular  lec'ure  on  "  Sea  Angling."  The  lantern  will 
be  manipulated  by  Mr.  Richard  Cliy.  An  orchestri 
(mirahle  didu)  of  fifteen  banjoes !  Ladies  are  invited, 
and  they  generally  attend  in  large  numbers. 


Me.  F.  W.  Antiss  has  just  received  a  Thames  pike  of 
201b.,  to  ba  preserved.  It  was  caught  on  the  last  day  of 
the  season  by  Mr.  T.  Cambridge. 


De.  Beownfield  Bateman  gave  some  very  interesting 
expeiiences  of  his  fishing  in  "  furrin  parts."  From  time 
to  time  his  captures  have  been  reported  in  these  columns, 
and  also  some  peculiar  monsters  have  been  brought  home 
by  him  "frozen."  At  Algoa  Bay  recently  he  captured 
two  sharks  and  several  Cape  salmon.  One  o?  the  Cape 
salmon  went  into  the  "  Drag "  larder ;  the  other 
to  Host  Cooksey,  of  the  B.S.A.S.  I  understand  that 
Mr.  Allison  is  having  it  "set  up."  The  601b.  shark, 
when  landed,  was  appropriated  by  the  firemen  on 
board  the  vessel.  The  other  (401b.)  was  sent  to  the 
Rainbow,  and  from  there  to  Mr.  Clay  (of  Carter's),  and 
has  been  on  view  all  the  week  at  Carter's  stall  at  the 
Aquarium.  It  has  also  been  on  scent  all  the  week.  The 
editor,  in  his  notes  on  the  Fisheries  Exhibition,  is  able 
to  smell  a  shark  before  it  is  out  of  the  water,  and 
remarked  to  Mr.  Clay  :  "  Where  is  this  escape  of  gas  ?  I 
am  afraid  to  light  a  match  near  your  stall."  Andthen  he 
discovered  ' '  that  it  was  that  blessed  old  shark  '  humming ' 
quietly  !  " 



_  So  much  for  the  shark.  But  Messrs.  Carter  have  on 
view  the  rod,  reel,  line,  and  hook  with  which  it  was  taken. 
It  certainly  speaks  well  not  only  for  the  skill  of  the  doctor, 
but  for  the  excellence  of  the  tackle.  At  Durban  the 
doctor  captured  a  shark,  but  it  was  on  Farlow's  specially 
made  hooks  and  line,  and  was  "hauled  up  "  by  the  steam 
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crane.  Only  recently  he  presented  me  with  a  skate 
weighing  1121b.  It  was  brought  over  in  the  refrigerator, 
and  partaken  of  by  several  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  He 
is  fond  of  "  sport "  of  all  kinds,  and  amongst  the  presents 
he  kindly  gives  me  are  birds  (whose  names  I  cannot  pro- 
nounce), flying  fish  (I  have  one  being  set  up  by  Joseph 
Richardson — the  largest  I  ever  saw),  chameleons,  bananas, 
grapes,  strawberries,  yellow  tails,  and  lots  of  other  nice 
things. 

„  .   >  <  

Ai-TnouGH  ground-baiting  is  not  often  resorted  to  in 
sea  fishing,  yet,  when  the  water  is  clear,  it  is  difficult  to 
capture  the  horse  mackerel,  which  abound  in  shoals.  The 
modus  operandi  is  to  "  square  "  the  cook  to  throw  over- 
board refuse— potato  peelings,  &c. — and  when  the  water 
is  "thick"  to  snatch  them.  Fish  are  as  artful  "  down 
south  "  as  in  our  own  waters.  Throw  a  nice  little  bit  of 
fat  pork  over,  and,  hey,  presto  !  it  is  gone ;  but  put  it  on  a 
hook— well,  as  the  doctor  says,  "  they  laugh  at  you  !  " 


TiiK  first  competition  of  the  Hounslow  and  Isleworth 
Piscatorial  Society  took  place  in  the  Thames  on  11th  and 
12 ch  inst.,  and  attracted  a  large  entry  of  members.  Good 
tpirt  was  obtained,  and  the  result  was  as  follows  :  Mr.  F. 
Hall,  first ;  Mr.  J.  M.  Brougham,  second ;  Mr.  C.  J. 
Morgan,  third.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  this  new  club, 
under  the  able  management  of  secretary  J.  M.  Broughham, 
is  forcing  ahead. 

"  lti)D  I .  Man"  is  still  going  strong  at  the  Aquarium. 
Mr.  Ritchie  has  a  splendid  swimming  entertainment  by  the 
best  performers  that  can  1)3  got  together.  One  night 
recently  I  witnessed  a  grand  tussle  between  Meesrs.  Frank 
Clay,  Malcom,  and  J.  Boyoe.  The  fish  was  the  redoubt- 
able Professor  Frank  Ives.  Any  lady  or  gentleman  who 
oare  to  bring  their  own  rod  and  line  are  at  liberty  to  try 
their  strength.  Miss  Burnett  comes  nearest  to  the  weight 
of  Professor  Ives,  and  1  hope  to  land  h or.  Will  report  later. 
Friend  Malcom  has  put  meup  to  a  "  dodge  "  as  to  "  how  it's 
done,"  and  1  hope  to  succeed.  Of  course,  it  is  not  fishing. 


but  as  the  clote  season  is  "  now  on,"  we  may  as  well 
indulge  in  a  bit  of  artificial  fishing.  By  the  bye,  the  Lea 
is  open  till  March  31,  and  the  Thames  opens  for  trout  on 
AprC  1. 


"  Great  interest,"  says  the  Morning  Herald,  London, 
"  has  been  excited  among  the  scienticts  of  Eurpre  by  the 
discovery  of  a  new  fossil  fieh,  called  the  helicoprion.  It 
was  found  near  Krasnonfiursk,  in  the  government  of 
Perm,  in  Russia.  Mr.  Karpinsky,  Director  of  the 
Geological  Committee  of  St.  Petersburg,  was  the  first 
scientist  to  study  it  and  comment.  The  most  remarkable 
feature  of  the  helicoprion  is  a  spiral  with  saw-like  edges. 
This  affair  presented  quite  a  handsome  appearance  in  its 
symmetrical  form.  It  was  at  first  quite  a  puzzle  to 
decide  what  part  of  the  fish  this  spiral  came  from,  but  a 
long  and  careful  examination  of  all  the  parts  led  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  attached  to  the  nose.  This  strange 
fish  had,  in  fact,  a  nose  which  extended  out  ints  a  long 
strip,  was  covered  with  teeth,  and  wss  ttvisted  round  and 
round  in  a  spiral  form.  This  appendage  was  flexible, 
and  was  doubtless  used  as  a  weapon  of  offence,  for  the 
helecoprion  belonged  to  a  ferocious  order  of  fishes.  It 
conld  seize  things  and  saw  them  ia  two  with  this 
terrible  weapon.  The  helicoprion  is  related  to  the 
skate.  Some  varieties  of  this  fish  have  successive  rows  of 
teeth,  which  are  pushed  out  of  the  sides  of  the  jaws  and 
drop  out  when  they  become  too  numerous.  In  the  case  of 
the  helicoprion  the  superfluous  teeth  of  the  upper  jaw, 
instead  of  dropping  out,  were  pushed  out  on  to  the  nose, 
which  grew  longer  and  longer  to  accommodate  them.  The 
helicoprion  was  the  size  of  a  shark,  and  lived  in  the 
carboniferous  age,  at  the  dawn  of  creation,  perhaps  a 
million  years  ago. 


Me.  8.  J.  Hi'ELEY,  Killaloe,  writes  :  "  Dear  '  Drag,'— I 
am  otter  on  the  brain  to-day,  for  the  two  lovely  young 
'  notthers  '  about  which  I  wrote  you  last  week  are  now  in 
iny  possession,  so  that,  I  rejoice  to  say,  my  dream  has  been 
fulfilled.  I  would  give  a  Thames  salmon  (if  such  a  thing 
exists)  if  you  could  be  here  to  see  them  coiled  up  asleep 
with  a  little  puppy  dog  which  I  introduced  to  them 
yesterday."  Does  Mr.  Hurley  mean  that  he  feeds  his  dog 
otters  on  "  puppy  dogs,"  or  that  he  intends  to  train  the 
"  notthers  "  to  accompany  him  on  his  walks  abroad  with- 
out a  muzzle  ? 


Mr.  F.  C.  H.  Seyfano,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Witham 
Angling  Society,  writing  from  headciuarters  (the  Angel 
Hotel,  Witham),  says:  "The  sixth  annual  meeting  was 
held  on  the  6th  inst.,  when  it  was  decided  to  revert  to  the 
old  rule  of  allowing  London  anglers  to  fish  the  society's 
water  on  payment  of  6d.  per  day.  Tickets  may  he 
obtained  at  the  society's  headquarters.  It  was  alsD 
decided  that  at  least  £10  should  be  spent  on  re-stocking 
the  water.  Roach  fishing  is  allowed  until  the  31st  inst,, 
and  the  season  again  opens  as  soon  after  Jane  15  as  the 
grass  is  cut,  due  notice  of  which  will  be  given." 

 >»»♦  <  

The  late  secretary  (Mr.  Dean)  was  always  very  pains- 
taking in  the  matter  of  obtaining  sport  for  members  on 
this  nice  little  stretch  of  the  Blackwater,  and  I  am  con- 
fident that  Mr.  Seyfang,  who,  like  his  predecessor 
believes  in  all  moneys  going  towards  re-stocking,  will 
maintain  the  honour  of  the  Witham  A.S. 


The  Western  Morning  News,  of  13th  inst.,  says  :  "  The 
Lynher  is  recovering  after  forty  years  poisoning.  A 
salmon  was  picked  up  in  the  Lynher  by  Mr.  Petherick,  of 
the  Mills,  above  Notter  Bridge,  and  submitted  to  a  gentle- 
man in  Saltash.  By  him  it  was  pronounced  to  bel  a 
female  of  about  201b.  weight.  The  fish  was  splendidly 
developed,  and  had  jast  previously,  probably  within  a 
fortnight,  deposited  her  ova.  An  otter  had  seized  it  most 
likely  from  the  bed,  and  had,  as  is  usual  with  otters,  eaten 
away  the  back  immediately  behind  the  head.  There  were 
no  traces  of  discoloration  from  poisoning.  Mr.  Petherick, 
at  the  instance  of  the  gentleman  mentioned,  has  kept  a 
sharp  look  out  for  salmon,  and  is  satisfied  that  they  have 
during  the  past  winter  used  the  river  to  a  greater  degree 
than  for  many  years.  There  is  every  probability  that  the 
Lynher  has  again  become  a  home  for  the  migratory 
Salmonidx  and  trout,  and  that  it  will,  provided  the  evils 
of  poisoning  which  have  existed  for  some  forty  or  fifty 
years  are  prevented,  be  one  of  the  first  streams  ia  the 
west.  The  landowners,  who  have  higher  interest^  at 
stake  than  fishers,  are  delighted  this  spring  to  find  hitherto 
sterile  riparian  grounds  becoming  quite  fertile,  and  are 
stocking  with  cattle  meadows  that  have  been  almost  worth« 
less  for  many  years." 

)  *  t  *  <  

The  April  number  of  Scrihner's  .1fai/a«i)ie,  as  is  usual 
with  the  Easter  issue,  will  have  a  brilliant  coloured  cover. 
The  design  is  by  C.  A.  Hinton.  This  issue  will  also  repre- 
sent the  work  of  a  notable  group  of  English,  French,  and 
American  artists. 

Mr.  B.  H.  Jefi  eky,  1st  Royal  DragooBS,  in  writing  to 
his  father,  says  that  the  Tugela  is  a  treacherous  river,  likai 
the  Mole.  •> 


Mb.  Sai  npebs  caught  a  2\lh.  eel  on  breadorust  in  the 
tidal  water  at  Richmond. 


Me.  Ben  Abeam  a.\is  caught  a  B^lb.  chub  with  a  gudgeoD) 
on  Jardinesnap,  while  pike  fishing  at  Taplow  on  the  olosiog 
day  of  the  season. 

 >»«»<■' 

Whkn  President  Kruger  is  captured,  brought  to  trial, 
and  acquitted,  the  question  arises  will  he  leave  the  court 
without  a  "  Steyn  "  on  his  character  Y  Dhapnet, 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Pract'cal  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  anti  Trout  RotISm 

NO   CONNECTION   WITH    ANY    OTHER   PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogdan  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster. 

D.  SLATER, 

XE  WARK-  OX-TRENT, 

Is  now  exhibiting  the  FINEST  COLLECTION  of 

RODS,  REELS,  &c., 

«ver  seen  in  London. 

INTENDING  PURCHASERS  WILL  DO  WELL  TO  CALL  AND  INSPECT 
THIS  MAGNIFICENT  COLLECTION. 


BUILT  CANE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS, 

With  and  without  steel  centres.  One  quality  only — "  the  best " — equal 
to  any  make  in  the  world.  These  Rods  are  entirely  manufactured  on 
our  own  premises  by  the  most  skilled  workmen,  and  we  will  guarantee  these 
Bods  for  five  years.  Over  400  Rods  to  select  from,  including  some  of  the 
following  noted  patterns : 

Slater's  DARK  GREENHEART  SALMON  RODS  (%hfc  and  very  powerful). 

GREENHEART  TROUT  RODS. 
■GREENHEART  PIKE  RODS.  GREENHEART  THAMES  TROUT  RODS. 

THE  NEWARK  PERFECTION, 

The  best  Rod  for  all  kinds  of  Bottom  Fishing  ever  manufactured. 

REELS. 

Our  New  Pattern  Combination  in  Aluminium  Alloy  is  perfection. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  REELS,  SEA  REELS. 
NOTTINGHAM   REELS.  &C. 


PRICE   LIST  FREE  ON  APPLICATION. 


Tel.  Address,  "  Pishing,  Liverpool." 


Telephone,  5611. 


HENRY  WHITTY 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 

2-  Joint  Special  Trout  Rods,  15s.  to  35s.  __  _ 

3 -  Joint  „  „  7s.  6d.  to  40s.  /  Made  in 
Split  Cane  Rods,  10s.  6d.  to  £8. ,  my  own 
Sea  Trout,  Grilse,  and  Salmon  Rods. 

Cane  Spinning  and  Dapping  Rods.     '  ^' 

EEELS,  LINES,  FLIES,  AND  TACKLE  IN  GKEAT  VAEIETY,  BEBT  QUALITY, 
AND  REASONABLE  IN  PRICE. 

Repairs  to  Rods  promptly  and  carefully  done. 
PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 


THE  OLIVER 


Slxo-wrs  Eivery  "Worca. 


yoi:i.    "VSTxT.-fce  it. 


It  took  Twenty -five  years  to  find 
out  that  Typewriters  have  been 
built 

'NMoa  3ais-dn 

The  OLIVER  Is  built 

RIGHT  SIDE  UP, 

where  the  work  is  in  sight. 

The  only  machine  with  a  double  or 
U-Shap'd  type-bar,  ensnriog  permanency 
of  alignment. 

On  account  of  its  VIABLE  WRITING 
f.  at  ire,  and  its  SIMPLICirT  OF  CON- 
STRUCTION, the  OLIVER  is  the  Quickest 
to  learn,  and  tue  easiest  to  ooerate. 


FOR    CATALOQUE  ADDRESS: 


The  OLIVER   TYPEWRITER   COMPANY  Ltd., 

42,  POULTRY,  LONDON,  E.C. 


spEciAiL.irrY'. 
THE  PRINCESS 


MALCOM  &  CO 

(LATE  19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C.) 

INVENTORS.       ACTUAL  MAKERS. 


THE  FREKE  BAG. 


THE  FREKE  BAG. 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 


(Protected,) 

LADIES'  AND  GENTLEMEN'S  TANNED  ANGOLA  WADERS. 

A  capital  idea,  and  geemB  to  answer  all  requirements." — Field,  March  10,  1894. 

Most  practical,  and  beantifuUy  made.  .    .    .    Most  reliable,  and  always  give  complete  satisfaction." — Fishing  G»eette,  Feb.  2,  1894. 
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GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETT. 

Mr.  James  Taylee  ("Red  Palmer")  presided  over 
oar  meetin;;  of  Tuesday  last,  when  we  had  an  uDusoally 
good  attendance,  and,  I  am  glad  to  say,  more  pleasing 
reports  of  fishing  handed  in.  Mr.  Fosbrooke  and  Mr. 
Cowley  had  baen  out,  but  thoneh  they  took  seven  different 
kiods  of  fish  they  were  all  small.  Mr.  Bseves  was  not  eo 
snocessfol  aa  nsnal.  Mr.  Gray,  fishing  onr  Kelvedon 
water  on  Thursday  last,  captared  three  d'^zen  roach  up  to 
Ub.  ;  and  his  fnend  took  three  pike,  8jlb.,  CJlb.,  and 
2Jlb.  Mr.  J.  H.  Walker,  fishing  the  same  water,  took  four 
sizeable  roach,  largest  IJlb.,  and  about  eighteen  of  Sin.  in 
length,  which  he  returned.  Mr.  Woodruff,  a  number  of 
roach  of  Sin.  or  so  and  four  eizeable,  largest  about  lib. 
Mr.  Hicks,  a  gord  numlier  of  roach,  mostly  under  the 
Crresham  standard  of  9in.  Mr.  Marshall,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr. 
"Young,  and  Mr.  Wertheim  journeyed  down  to  Kelvedon 
on  Tuesday,  hoping  to  be  able  to  get  a  show  of 
roach  for  the  mertiog,  but  it  was  not  to  be. 
They  were  handicapped  by  a  north-easterly_  gale  blowing 
the  whole  day,  so  that  fishing  was  next  to  an  imnossibility ; 
anyhow,  neither  caught  sizeable  roach.  Mr.  Emery  took 
two  i)ereh  and  one  roach,  |lb.  and  ilb.  respectively. 
When  does  Mr.  Emery  intend  to  increase  the  numerals  f 
Mr.  F.  Page  showed  four  handsome  perch,  captured  in 
private  waters,  weighina  21b.  IBoz.,  lib.  14§oz.,  lib.  9oz., 
and  lib.  4oz. — a  total  of  71b.  lOJoz.  It  is  many  a  long  day 
since  such  a  hindeome  lot  of  perch  have  been  shown,  and 
Mr.  Page  was  congratulated,  and  toasted  as  the  snocessfnl 
angler.  Mr.  Canton  had  some  5|lb.  of  roach  from 
Goring,  sii  only  of  which  were  up  to  Gresbam  standard — 
a  very  disappointing  experience,  as  Mr.  Gant^  n  used  to 
get  some  very  gred  roach  from  this  district.  Mr. 
Ohlson  then  opened  a  discusei'in  on  "  flies  for  Chesham," 
in  which  he  recommended  a  olofer  study  of  the  habits  of 
trout ;  that  we  should  secure  specimens  of  flies  from  our 
own  waters,  noting  time  of  capture  and  cooditions,  and 
make  or  have  mads  exact  copies  in  colour  and  size  of 
these  flies.  Specimens  mounted  as  microscopical  objects 
conld  be  exeunined  most  carefully,  and  such  a  study  was 
calculated  to  ciicamvent  more  trout  than  was  likely  other- 
wise. Though  there  were  comparatively  very  few  fly  at 
Chesham,  he  had  nevorseen  a  river  more  likely  to  have  a 
supply  of  insects.  Mr.  Ohlson  very  kindly  presented  a 
cabinet  to  the  society  which  contained  a  number  of  vials. 
This  cabinet  would  be  placed  at  the  Black  Horee,  at 
Chesham,  and  he  wished  members,  before  going  out  fieh- 
ing,  to  take  a  vial  marked  No.  1  with  him,  and  place 
any  specimen  of  flies,  insects,  &c.,  secured  during  the  day 
in  this  bottle,  and,  on  returning  at  night,  take  out  the 
specimens  by  means  of  a  match  and  place  them  in  No.  2, 
for  him  to  deal  with.  Considerable  interest  was  taken  in 
the  subject,  aid  Messrs.  Close,  Goodwin,  Bridgman, 
Davies,  Connelian,  Hoyle  Tayler,  Emery,  and  others  took 
part,  by  which  it  appeared  generally  accepted  that  what- 
ever fly  a  man  was  firat  suceessfol  with,  that  was 
rite  fly  for  ever  after,  notwithstanding  the  fly  on 
the  water,  or  the  one  the  fish  were  taking,  &a. 
The  feeding  of  fish  was  certainly  not  sufiiciently  studied, 
and  the  weeds  should  be  carefully  searched  to  find  what 
fly  or  insect  the  fish  were  feeding  on,  and  often  valuable 
information  was  obtained  by  scrapiog  out  the  contents  of 
the  mouth  of  a  captured  fish  to  ascertain  what  it  had  been 
feeding  on.  Though  the  ducks  at  Chesham  destroyed  a 
great  amount  of  fly  and  larvaa,  there  was  an  enormous 
qnantity  of  shiimp  and  mollusca,  and  an  examination  of 
the  stems  and  roots  of  watercress  would  reveal  much  of 
interest.  Comment  was  made  as  to  Iransferiiug  flies, 
larvif,  &o  ,  from  other  streams  ;  this  had  succeesf  oily  been 
done,  particularly  with  the  grannom  and  May  Fly.  A 
study  of  all  these  things  must  prove  of  inestimable  value 
to  the  fly  fisherman,  and  much  good  must  reeult  from 
these  diecuBuons.  By  carrying  out  Mr.  Ohison's  wishes 
in  collecting  these  specimens,  members  wi.l  carry  out  the 
Gresham  wish  to  lend  every  assistance  in  ocr  power,  and 
help  each  other  to  catch  fish.  On  Tuesday  week,  March 
27,  a  lantern  lectore  will  be  givAn  by  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson 
(lantern  manipulated  by  Mr.  Clay)  on  sea  fishing.  At 
7.30  p  m.  sharp.  There  will  also  be  a  concert,  the  Bij^n 
Orchestra  kindly  promising  to  give  some  selections. 
Ladies  are  invited  to  this  fixture,  and,  if  this  notice 
meets  the  eye  of  anyone  not  a  member  who  would  like  to 
attend,  they  will  be  welcome.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Ohlscn  and  to  the  chair  terminated  the  proceedings. 

Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  of  the 
3.  ciety,  held  at  Ye  Olde  Rainbow  Tavern,  15,  Fleet-street, 
E  C,  on  Wednesday,  March  14,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  E.  M. 
MaUett  occupied  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed,  Mr.  Miuchiu 
reoorted  he  bad  been  to  Brighton,  but  had  done  no 
fisbing,  the  sport  being  very  bad,  although  the 
local  smacks,  fishing  trawl,  had  taken  from  £10  to 
£18  worth  of  iish  a  day.  Dr.  Brownfield  Bateman 
gave  a  very  interesting  description  of  Lis  fishing  ex- 
periences in  South  Afiican  waters,  he  haviag  caught,  at 
A'goa  Bay,  several  Cape  salmon  on  rod  and  wire  line 
and  two  single  hooks,  with  horee  mackerel  aa  bait.  These 
horse  mackerel  may  be  caught  at  about  the  rate  of  fifty  in 
three-qtiarters  of  an  hour,  and  about  lOoz.  in  weight.  One 
of  the  Cape  salmon  weighed  OUlb.,  which  tho  speaker 
mentioned  was  an  exceptional  kize,  aa  they  seldom  run 
over  "tOlb.  This  fish  eats  very  like  our  own  salmon,  but  is 
a  little  coarser,  and  does  not  cut  pink.  The  speaker  also 
captured,  at  Durban,  a  sh/irk  of  .'U7lb.,on  a  liand-line, 
with  a  rat  aa  bait,  which  was  landed  by  means  of  a  bow- 
Ulo  slipped  round  the  fish  and  hauled  np  on  the 
tteam  winch,  and  at  East  London  several  yellow  tail, 
which  he  said  were  the  gamrst  fish  caught  in  Houth 
Afiican  waters.    They  leap  and  bound  right  out  of  the 


water,  and  reach  np  to  about  lowt.  in  weight.  Dr.  Bate- 
man promised  to  try  and  bring  a  specimen  of  this  fish 
home,  and  have  it  exhibited  at  one  of  these  meetings.  Mr. 
Hennicg.  a  visitor,  gave  some  interesting  experiences  on 
reck  fishing  in  the  Channel  Islands,  principally  round 
the  rocky  coast  of  Sark.  He  said  that  he  had  caught  a 
great  many  small  conger,  tut  mentioned  that  large  ones 
up  to  about  40Ib.  could  be  taken  from  boats  further  out ; 
also  poUaok  up  to  121b.  His  chief  sport  was  with  the 
wrasse,  which  can  be  taken  from  the  rocks  up  to  61b.,  and 
much  larger  out  at  sea  ;  also  ray  up  to  Icwt.  When  fish- 
ing from  the  recks  he  used  a  rod  about  16ft.  long,  a  fine 
line,  and  limpets  for  bait.  Mr.  MaUett  gave  some  very 
interesting  Board  of  Trade  statistics,  showing  the  scarcity 
of  cod  during  January  and  February  this  year.  The 
amonnt  of  cod  taken  during  the  two  months  ending 
Feb.  28,  1900,  was  43  889c  wts.,  and  for  the  corresponding 
time  last  year  61, 737owts.,  showing  a  decrease  of  392  tons. 
They  also  showed  a  decrease  of  900  tons  of  other  fish  not 
including  shell  fish.  Ihi  hon.  secretary  remarked  that  he 
was  very  soiry  to  see,  week  by  week,  reports  from 
Bamsgate  telling  of  the  citching  of  small  bass  of  a  few 
inches.  This  form  of  so-called  sport,  he  thought,  was 
little  less  than  criminal,  as  these,  fish,  if  left,  would  in 
time  run  from  4!b.  to  151b. ,  and  give  some  of  the  best 
sport  obtainable  in  sea  angling.  In  one  report  he  noted 
that  the  average  takes  were  from  one  to  one  and  a  half 
score,  whereas  an  angler  would  consider  himself  lucky  if 
he  got  two  or  three  eizeable  bass  in  a  week.  Mr.  Minchin 
endorsed  this  remark,  and  thought  that  the  strong  db- 
approval  of  the  society  should  be  made  known,  but,  he 
said,  he  had  heard  that  in  Southampton  Water  these  small 
bass  were  tiken  by  hundreds  instead  of  scores.  The  hou. 
secretary  announced  that  tickets  for  the  Fisheries  Exhibi- 
tion can  now  be  bad  at  the  office  at  4d.  each.  It  wag  further 
announced  that  the  annual  dinner  would  take  place  at  tha 
Frascati  on  April  4.  Hearty  votes  of  thanks  to  the  chair 
and  to  Dr.  Bateman  for  his  interesting  communication, 
and  usual  toast  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  closed 
the  meeting.       Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  was  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Covent  Garden.  A  crowded  gather- 
ing assembled,  evidently  anticipating  with  interest  the 
fulfilment  of  Mr.  T.  Crumplen's  promise  to  read  a  paper 
on  the  early  history  and  pioneers  of  Thames  preservation, 
a  promise  he  duly  fulfilled,  previous  to  which  the  ordinary 
business  was  transacted.  Mr.  C.  A.  Medca^f  cc3upied  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  the  vice-chair.  The 
minutes,  &c  ,  were  duly  confirmed.  Included  in  the 
correspondence  read  to  the  meeting  was  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Bonlton,  tie  hon.  sec.  of  the  Queen's  Commemoration 
Fund,  thanking  the  delegates  for  their  generous  donation 
to  the  Queen's  JnbUee  Nurses  of  the  sum  of  £14  33. ;  also 
one  from  the  widow  and  family  of  the  late  W.  H. 
Brougham,  acknowledginj;  the  tiod  vote  of  sympithy  and 
condolence  of  the  delegates  with  them  in  their  recent 
bereavement.  The  usual  d  nation  was  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Thames  Biver  Keepers'  Dinner 
Fond.  Mr.  Elsmore  presented  a  very  interesting  report 
concerning  the  active  and  useful  work  of  the  T.A.P.S., 
referring  to  their  (Sorts  again  in  connection  with  the 
removal  of  swans  during  the  spawning  time.  The  circular 
issued  to  all  clubs  appealiog  for  funds  for  the  re-stcok- 
iog  and  preservation  was  v^atmly  spoken  _  of,  and 
delegates  of  the  various  clubs  urged  to  do  their  be^t  to 
support  came.  Several  other  matters,  concerning 
the  visits,  fishery  reports,  and  railway  matters, 
came  under  consideration,  and  the  business  closed. 
The  chairman,  with  a  few  remarks,  invited  Mr.  T. 
Crump'en  to  procead  with  his  reading,  who  in  the  course  of 
his  paper  gave  a  most  interesting  account  of  the  doings  of 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  during  the  first 
twenty-five  years  of  its  existence.  Founded  in  1838  by  a 
few  gentlemen  anglers  at  Hampton,  it  worked  unceasingly 
and  successfully  to  improve  the  fishing  which,  when  the 
society  started,  was  in  a  most  deplorable  condition.  Its 
fiist  secretary  was  Mr.  David  Crole,  and  afterwards  Mr. 
Henry  Farnell,  the  latter  of  whom  occupied  the  cfiioe  for 
over  twenty  years,  and  died  in  harness.  Both  gentlemen 
and  all  the  committee  during  that  period  gave  their  services 
frealy,  and  devoted  an  immense  amount  of  time  to  the 
woik.  Duiing  that  time  there  were  over  300  proeeontiors 
for  peaching,  illegal  netting,  and  other  offences.  Biil.ffa 
were  appointed  and  armed  ■n'v.h  truncheons,  so  risky  i^aj 
the  character  of  their  occupation.  The  fishery  was  pro- 
tected throughout,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  of 
London  induced  to  interest  themselves  more  in  the  river 
of  which  for  centuries  they  had  been  the  It  gilconseivitors 
The  preserves  and  d»eps  were  all  looked  after  acd  staked, 
boats  v(  ere  sunk  laden  with  suitable  material  to  interfere 
with  the  labours  of  the  poachers,  swans  were  reduced  in 
number,  improved  fence  times  and  better  regulations  as  to 
takeable  lizea  of  fish  were  introduced.  The  Penton  Hook 
preserves  were  made  at  the  sole  cost  of  Mr.  Mills,  of  the 
Lombiid-street  bankers,  and  one  port  ion  of  the  river  at  least 
planted  with  boughs  to  afford  a  better  harbour  for  the  fiab, 
A  (juantity  of  trout  end  grayling  were  placed  in  the  varions 
parts  of  the  stream,  most  of  them  the  gift  of  friends,  and 
piecicnlture  for  a  time  was  carried  on.  More  than  ,£501)0 
was  expended  during  the  twenty-five  years  under  review, 
and  it  was  universally  admitted  that  the  angling  was  then 
better  than  ever  before.  When  the  society  was  founded, 
railwaja  had  not  reached  the  rivi  r,  and  what  am  now 
popular  places  were  mere  villages  on  the  bank,  and  it  was 
even  necessary  for  London  members  assembling  at  the 
socitty's  first  dinner  at  Hampton  to  give  two  days'  notice 
to  secure  a  place  in  the  coach  to  bring  them  back  to  town. 
The  clubs  int  sabsoribing  in  1813  were  the  Friendly 
Anglers,  the  Piacatoiiil  Society,  the  True  Waltoniiins, 


Amicable^  Anglers,  and  the  Walton  and  Cotton,  who, 
uniting  with  a  few  friends,  formed  a  committee  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  so  good  a  cause,  as  an  auxiliary  t». 
the  parent  sr ciety.  and  their  minute  book  was  recently 
presented  to  Mr.  Cinmplen  by  Mr.  Bernard,  of  Chorcb 
Place,  F.'ccadiUy,  whose  father  was  hon.  sec.  to  thie 
excellent  organisation.  In  conclusion,  Mr,  Crumplen 
warmly  thanked  the  Central  Association  for  the  support 
it  bad  always  accorded  the  society,  and  now  that  they  had 
again,  in  Mr.  Higgins,  a  wholly  unpaid  &nd  practical  hon. 
secretary,  there  was  no  possible  excuse  for  all  the  olubg 
not  joining  in  its  support.  A  short  discussion  ensued,  in 
which  Messrs.  Cormac  O'Dowd,  G.  E.  Clarke,  W.  Elsmore,^ 
and  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  took  part.  On  the  motion  of  Mr 
Medcalf ,  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr 
Crumplen  for  his  most  iotaresting  paper. 

Hon.  Eepobtir.  . 


TWENTIETH   CENTURY   PIKE  - 
SPINNING. 
By  W.  J.  TtTREELL,  M.A.,  M.D. 

The  art  of  spinning  for  pike  cannot  be  imparted  6i 
paper.  The  beginner  should,  if  possible,  at  his  firs 
attempt  obtain  the  assistance  of  an  experienced  spinner 
and  he  will  then,  on  subsequent  occasions,  be  in  apositioi 
to  practise  the  art  by  himself,  and  by  long  practice  will  1( 
alone  become  proficient.  The  chief  point  for  the  brginnei 
to  bear  in  mitd  is  that  the  bait  is  cast  by  a  steady  swing 
and  that  anything  in  the  nature  cf  a  jerk  is  to  be  avoided ; 
short  casts  only  should  be  attempted  at  first.  It  is  im^ 
portant  to  be  able  to  cast  from  right  to  left  and  from  lefl 
to  right  with  equal  facility  and  acoaracy.  In  casting  from 
right  to  left,  the  rod  is  firmly  grasped^  by  the  right  hanj 
above,  and  the  left  hand  be'ow  the  winch,  the  tore&ngei 
of  the  left  hand  pressing  upon  the  rim  of -the  winoh  an] 
controlling  its  revolutions.  The  left  shoulder  and  left  fo->t 
point  in  the  direction  in  which  the  cast  is  to  be  made.  To 
maki  an  accurate  cast  the  foothold  should  be  firm  and  steady. 
In  casting  from  left  to  right,  the  rod  is  held  firmly  by  the 
right  hand,  grasping  it  above  the  winch,  with  the  handle 
of  the  rod  firmly  pressed  against  the  under  side  of  the  fore 
arm.  In  this  c;st  the  left  hand  is  free  to  control  the 
winch ;  the  right  foot  and  right  shoulder,  in  this  case, 
point  in  the  direction  of  the  cast.  Daring  the  cast  the 
winch  is  controlled  by  light  pressure  by  the  left  hand  on 
the  lim ;  when  the  bait  has  nearly  reached  the  detired 
spot,  the  point  of  the  red  is  lowered,  the  pressure  on  the 
rim  of  the  winch  increased,  and  the  bait  is  dropped  into 
the  water  with  as  little  splash  as  possible.  Experience  nill 
teach  the  fisherman  the  most  likely  places  to  hold  good 
fish.  In  lake  or  pond  fishing  the  most  likely  places 
are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  rush  and  weed  beds,  and 
where  the  vtater  shelves  towards  the  banks.  Special 
attention  Ehould  also  be  piid  to  any  bays  or  bends  in  the 
lake.  It  is  not  usually  tf  much  use  spinning  in  the  very 
deep  portic  ns.  A  boat  and  skilled  _  boatman  are 
essential  for  success  on  most  lakes.  In  river  fishing  the 
method  of  cpinning  depends  very  much  upon  the  width  oF 
the  stream.  In  the  Thamep,  for  instance,  below  Oxford  i; 
is  advisable  to  spin  from  a  boat ;  above  Oxford,  where  both 
sides  of  the  river  can  ba  covered  from  the  tow-path,  I 
much  prefer  to  spin  from  the  bank,  la  river  fishine  the 
most  telling  casts  are  alongside  beds  of  rushes.  When 
the  stream  is  rnnniog  strongly  the  jick  will  generally 
be  found  in  the  eddy  at  the  loner  end  of  saoh 
a  reed  bed.  When  there  is  less  current  I  tiad 
that  the  jack  are  more  often  caught  at  the  upper  end. 
When  there  is  a  strong  stream  running  all  eddies  and  h^ya 
or  bends  should  ba  very  carefully  fished  ;  at  such  times 
also  the  fish  will  be  found  lying  close  to  the  banks  acd  not 
in  the  open  stream.  If  the  angler  wishes  to  spin  close  to 
a  reed  bed  on  his  side  of  the  river,  but  fears  to  oast  close 
to  it  for  fear  of  losing  his  tackle,  he  may  cast  ont  in  the 
stream  and  then  walk  along  the  bank,  trailing  his  bait, 
until  it  is  brought  close  to  the  reed  bed,  when  he  should 
proceed  to  wind  up  bis  line  in  the  mnil  manner.  Tnis 
method  is  also  nsefnl  when  the  angler  wishes  to 
thoroughly  cover  a  long  stretch  of  water.  He  should 
cast  across  to  the  opposite  bank  and  then  «a1k 
slowly,  trailing  his  bait,  until  it  is  under  bii  own  bank. 
Having  duly  wound  np  bis  line,  he  makes  another  cast  and 
proceeds  as  before.  As  regards  winding  up  the  lin?,  a 
steady  winding  movement  is  usually  attended  with  most 
success,  and  it  should  be  as  slow  as  is  compatible  with 
tffioient  spin  of  the  bait.  In  very  shallow  water  a  rapi 
spin  is  often  necessary  to  prevent  the  bait  sinking  to  th 
bottom.  In  allowing  the  bait  to  siqk  after  it  has  enter' 
the  viater  it  is  sometimes  found  tbO't  the  hooks  of  t 
trace  foul  the  line.  This  is  especially  apt  to  occur  wi 
the  Rippon  flight.  It  may  be,  to  a  large  extent,  obvia 
by  drawing  the  bait  for  about  a  yard  before  it  is  allow 
to  sink. 

Steikino  the  Fish.— When  the  angler  feels 
progress  of  his  bait  arrested  he  instinctively  strikes.  I 
spinning,  as  there  is  invariably  a  tight  line,  the  strike ' 
quicker  than  in  other  forms  of  fishing,  the  strength  of  th 
stroke  should  depend  largely  upon  the  nature  of  th 
tackle.    The  larger  the  hooks  the  more  power  is  require 
to  drive  them  home.    The  fish  elonid  be  held  at  first 
firmly  as  the  tackle  will  safely  permit.  _  In  this  w 
a  fish  ia  more  securely  hooked  than    in   the  stti 
itself.    If   a  fish  is  missed  in  the  strike,  or  if  h 
escapes  soon  after  being  hooked,  the  _  bait  should  ^ 
spun  over  him  again  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  he  will 

Frobably  again  take  it.  As  regards  playing  the  fish 
do  not  think  that  there  ia  much  to  be  said.  It  is  only  on 
paper  tliat  I  have  hitherto  met  with  pike  who  "  with  one 
mad  rush  "  take  lOOjds  of  line  off  the  reel.  If  I  confine 
mjself  ttiictly  to  the  truth,  I  must  admit  that  no  pike  ha* 
as  yet  taken  more  than  lOyils.  of  lire  off  my  reel.  If  there 
is  a  bed  of  reeds  near  a  hooked  pike  usually  makes  for  it, 
and  should  be  stopped  if  possible.    If  there  is  no  suob 
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flhelter  at  hand  the  fish  does  not  adopt  the  "  mad  rush  " 
tactics,  bat  confines  himself  to  swimming  aboat  in  a  small 
gpac-*,  Tarying  the  proceedings  with  occasionally  shaking 
hia  head  vigorously  in  his  attempts  to  dislodge  the 
hooks.  The  larger  fish  frequently  roll  over  and  over  in 
their  efforts  to  break  away,  and  only  snoceed  in  hooking 
themselves  the  more  securely.  The  season  for  pike 
spinning  should  not  commence  before  September,  and 
should  end  about  the  beginning  of  March.  It  is  curious 
what  a  large  number  of  small  jack,  about  a  pound  in 
weight,  one  catches  daring  the  early  part  of  the  season  ; 
aJfter  the  end  of  October  not  one  quarter  the  number  of 
amaU  fish  are  hooked.  The  heaviest  fish  are  usually 
caught  towards  the  end  of  the  season,  but  this  is  to  a  large 
extent  due  to  their  being  heavy  in  spawn  at  that  time. 
The  influence  of  the  weather  on  pike  fishing  would  alone 
famish  the  theme  for  an  extensive  paper.  Briefly,  the 
most  favourable  day  is  a  duU  one,  with  a  strong  west  wind 
blowing  ;  when  fishing  from  the  bank,  the  wind  can  hardly 
be  too  strong,  if  it  is  at  the  fisherman's  back.  In  lake 
fishing  a  strong  gale  makes  fishing  very  unpleasant  and 
diflScnlt,  and,  moreover,  often  makes  the  best  part  of  the 
water  too  muddy,  owing  to  the  waves  washing  up  the 
banks.  The  worst  kind  of  weather  is,  in  my  experience, 
foggy  weather,  and  this  is  the  only  kind  of  weather  in 
which  I  feel  disinclined  to  go  pike  spinning.  _  In  cold, 
clear,  frosty  weather  I  have  never  met  with  much 
success,  the  fiish  are  then  said  to  get  to  the  bottom 
of  the  deep  holes ;  if  this  is  the  case  it  should 
be  worth  while  to  search  for  them  there  with  some 
form  of  snap  trolling  tackle — the  Hardy-Jardine  for 
choice.  The  condition  of  the  water  has,  of  course,  an 
important  influence  on  the  sport.  The  water,  for  choice, 
should  be  slightly  coloured  ;  the  best  condition  of  water  is 
met  with  when  the  river  first  begins  to  show  the  effect  of 
recent  rains.  The  next  best  condition  is  when  the  water 
has  well  advanced  in  the  clearing  stage  after  a  spate.  The 
clearer  the  water  the  finer  the  tackle  is  a  rule  which  holds 
good  in  pike  as  well  as  other  fishing.  There  are  two  con- 
ditions of  water  which  are  fatal  to  good  sport :  (1)  Snow- 
broth,  viz.,  water  containing  a  quantity  of  recently  melted 
snow ;  (2)  a  condition  of  water  which  I  think  is  best 
described  as  "leafy"  water.  It  is  water  containing 
decaying  vegetable  matter,  chiefly  leaves  and  weeds.  The 
water  is  of  a  dall  stagnant  appearance,  difficult  adequately 
to  describe,  but  easily  racognised  when  once  seen.  It  is 
usnaUy  associated  with  foggy  weather,  and  the  appearance 
of  the  water  is  to  a  large  extent  due  to  the  atmospheric 
conditions.  And  now,  as  the  great  Izaak  says,  "  The  rest 
must  be  taught  you  by  practice,  for  time  will  not  allow  me 
to  say  more  of  this  kind  of  fishing  ;  for  that  you  may  be 
taught  by  one  day's  going  a-fishing  with  me  or  any  other 
body  that  fishes  for  him,  for  the  baiting  your  hook  with  a 
dead  gudgeon  or  a  roach,  and  moving  it  up  and  down  the 
water  if  too  easy  a  thing  to  take  up  any  time  to  direct  you 
to  do  it." — Thames  Anglin^Xeivs. 


THE  SPONGE  INDUSTRY. 

Tu£  gathering  of  sponges  occupies  the  foremost  place 
in  the  olaaaification  of  the  fishing  industry  of  Florida. 
The  merchantable  sponges  of  the  State  fall  under  five 
heads — the  sheepswool,  the  velvet,  the  grass,  the  yellow, 
and  the  glove.  The  principal  centre  of  the  interest  is  Key 
West,!  where  more  than  seven-eighths  of  the  basiness  is 
carried  on.  Other  places  at  which  sponfres  are  landed  are 
Apalachioola,  St.  Marks,  and  'Tarpon  Springs.  In  1898 
there  were  about  300  vessels  employed  in  the  fishery, 
manned  by  npward  of  1400  men.  These  figures  are 
probably  very  nearly  correct  at  the  present  time.  The 
sheepswool  is  the  best  sponge  found  on  the  shores 
of  the  ^ye8tem  Atlantic,  and  for  most  parposes  has 
no  superior  anywhere.  The  average  price  brought  for 
this  variety  in  1897  was  1"53  dols.  per  lb.  The  velvet  is 
a  scarce  variety,  but  only  averages  about  60  cents,  per  lb. 
The  grass  sponges  come  in  many  varieties,  and  are  a 
cheap  yet  fairly  good  article.  The  yeUow  ranks  next  to 
the  sheepswool  in  the  commercial  scale,  although  it 
Only  commands  a  price  of  about  40  cento,  per  lb. 
The_  glove  is  the  least  valuable  of  all,  poor  in 
qnality,  and  brings  only  from  10  cento,  to  15  cento,  per  lb. 

Although  the  sponge  fishery  of  Florida  is  only  some 
forty  odd  years  old,  the  grounds,  as  a  whole,  are  much  less 
productive  than  formerly.  There  are  many  pointo  of 
similarity  between  the  history  of  the  Florida  sponge 
grounds  and  that  of  the  oyster  beds  of  some  Stotes  in 
which  dependence  has  been  chiefly  placed  in  the  natural 
beds  for  supplying  the  demand.  With  anything  like  fair 
treatment  there  is  no  reason  why  the  Florida  sponge 
grounds  should  not  only  support  the  present  drain,  but 
permit  a  good  deal  more  fishing  than  is  now  possible.  The 
area  of  the  grounds  is  so  large— estimated  at  over  3000 
square  miles — and  the  growth  of  the  sponges  so  rapid,  that 
with  proper  precautions  there  is  hardly  a  limit  to  the  pro- 
dnctive  capacity  of  the  beds.  With  suitable  restrictions 
apon  the  gathering  of  small  sponges,  and  close  seasons  for 
portions  of  the  grounds  in  order  to  allow  them  time  for 
recuperation,  should  go  a  regular  campaign  of  cultivation. 
Much  good  work  has  undoubtedly  been  done  along  all  these 
Imes,  but  much  more  remains  to  be  done. 

Under  a  proper  system  of  cultivation  it  is  an  undoubted 
fact  that  both  quality  and  quantity  can  be  improved.  To 
of^ui  the  right  location  for  an  ideal  sponge  bed  is  a 
aifncnlt  thing ;  an  arm  of  the  sea  where  the  salt  water 
freely,  and  which  has  a  natural  hard  bottom,  is 
.u  V**  other  substonces  can  be  dropped  on 

the  bottom  for  the  sponges  to  fasten  themselves  to.  The 
cultivation  of  this  queer  animal-vegetoble  is  not  dissimilar 
to  oyster  culture.  The  sponge  culturiat  knows  how  to  plant 
an  asBortment  that  will  be  sure  to  supply  him  with  both 
the  male  and  female  cella.  The  beds  are  usually  located 
at  <om»  well  protected  pl*c«  and  fenced  in  with  artificial 


dams;  the  sponge  seeds  are  kept  in  small  "pounds" 
through  the  winter,  wherein  masses  of  protoplasm  develop 
and  grow.  Early  in  the  spring  the  spores  are  liberated  in 
the  larger  bodies  of  water,  where  they  soon  swim  around, 
and  in  a  short  time  attach  themselves  to  the  rocks  or 
coral  at  the  bottom  of  the  water.  Of  course,  only  the 
best  varieties  are  thus  propagated. 

The  method  employed  by  Florida  spongers  is  different 
from  that  used  in  Mediterranean  or  A']gea,n  waters.  There 
the  sponges  are  obtained  by  diving,  sometimes  very  deep 
in  the  water.  Here,  in  Florida  waters,  small  vessels  con- 
taining fifteen  or  twenty  men  are  sent  to  cruise  on  the 
sponging  reefs,  and  on  arriving  divide  into  pairs,  betaking 
themselves  to  small  boats.  Formerly  it  was  seldom  that 
sponges  were  taken  in  Florida  waters  below  18ft.,  but  now 
the  fishing  is  pursued  to  a  much  greater  depth. 

An  instrument  called  a  water  glass  is  used  to  facilitate 
the  search  for  sponges  on  the  bottom.  This  is  usually 
a  common  water  bucket  with  a  magnifying  glass  bottom, 
which  is  put  over  the  water  and  the  face  thrust  into  the 
bucket  as  far  as  convenient.  By  a  dexterous  use  of  the 
oars  the  boat  is  brought  to  a  standstill,  and  the  sponge  is 
torn  loose  by  a  three-pronged  hook  fastened  to  the  end  of 
a  long  pole. 

The  picking  of  sponges  in  the  natural  beds  is  a  much 
more  difficult  task  than  raising  them,  from  the  shallow 
artificial  beds,  where  there  is  no  inconvenience  from  tides, 
floating  r?c6ri.5,  and  winds.  A  week  or  ten  days  is  usually 
consumed  on  a  sponging  cruise,  and  the  product  of  the 
work  is  carried  to  crawls  or  pens  near  shore  to  be  prepared 
for  market. 

When  the  sponge  is  brought  to  the  surface  it  is  a  fleshy 
looking  substance  covered  with  a  firm  ski  a,  whose  open- 
ings appear  and  disappear  at  intervals.  When  the  diver 
cuts  it  the  interior  looks  like  raw  meat,  with  numerous 
canals  and  cavities.  The  first  thing  to  be  done  after  the 
sponge  is  brought  to  the  surface  is  to  remove  the  flesh, 
and  this  must  be  done  at  once,  since  otherwise  putrefac- 
tion would  set  in,  which  would  destroy  the  elasticity.  This 
leaves  merely  the  skeleton  of  the  animal  which  has  to  be 
further  cleansed  before  it  is  ready  for  the  market. 

This  skeleton  is  nearly  related  in  structure  to  silk,  and 
this  is  one  of  the  points  that  settled  the  ancient  dispute  as 
to  whether  sponges  were  animal  or  vegetable.  Their 
stationary  life  gave  reason  to  the  belief  in  their  vegetable 
nature,  while  they  multiply,  like  plants,  by  overgrowth 
and  budding.  They  puzzled  scientists  for  centuries,  and 
one  authority  regarded  them  as  worm  nests.  In  reality 
the  sponge  is  a  colony  of  little  animals,  which  occupy  a 
sort  of  apartment  house  together.  The  animals  are  called 
polyps,  and,  each  of  them  being  both  male  and  female, 
every  individual  in  the  community  is  in  a  position  to  rear  a 
family  on  its  own  account. 

The  surface  of  a  sponge  is  covered  with  little  holes  that 
are  larg«r  at  the  top  than  at  the  bottom,  while  the  whole 
mass  contains  a  system  of  channels.  When  the  animal  is 
alive  water  is  kept  flowing  constantly  through  these 
channels  by  means  of  minute  hair-like  appendages,  which 
the  little  polyps  agitate.  _  The  water  thus  drawn  in  brings 
with  it  the  food  required  for  the  sustenance  of  the 
sponge. 

The  coarser  varieties  of  sponges  are  found  in  the  West 
Indies  and  off  the  Florida  coast,  as  well  as  in  the  Mediter' 
ranean.  But  American  waters  do  not  contain  any  of  the 
finest  grades.  In  Florida  the  culture  of  the  native 
varieties  has  been  pronounced  a  complete  success.  The 
United  States  Fish  Commission  has  supplied  those  who 
wished  them  with  the  spores  of  animals  for  their  propaga- 
tion, and  there  are  many  sponge  beds  or  farms  along  the 
coast.  These  sponges  are  carefully  watched  until  reaching 
maturity,  and  are  finer  than  those  living  wUd  in  the  sea 
Three  years  after  the  sponges  are  planted  they  are  ready 
for  harvest.  Then  the  choicest  full  grown  ones  are  pulled 
up,  the  others  being  left  to  reproduce  until  of  larger  size 
It  is  no  trouble  to  gather  the  sponges  from  these  farms, 
for  the  water  is  clear,  and  they  can  be  easily  raised  with  a 
pole  or  tongs  by  a  man  in  a  boat.  Every  jear  the  value 
of  a  sponge  farm  increases,  and  enormous  crops  are 
yielded. 

On  account  of  the  great  value  of  the  so-called  Turkish 
sponges,  found  along_  the  shores  of  the  Turkish  posses- 
sions in  Northern  Africa,  there  has  long  been  an  agitation 
for  their  transportation  to  our  own  waters.  Some  of 
these  Turkish  sponges  bring  as  high  as  60  dols.  a  lb. 
It  has  been  thought  that  some  of  the  best  sponges 
from  Tripoli  might  be  brought  to  Florida  waters 
and  form  a  nucleus  form  which  a  large  area  might 
be  raised.  The  difiiculties  of  transportation  would  be 
great,  however,  for  the  living  sponge  is  a  very 
delicate  animal,  and  does  not  stand  long  journeys  well.  It 
is  said  that  the  United  States  Fish  Commission  has  con- 
sidered the  advisability  of  making  the  experiment. 
Perhaps  it  has  already  done  so,  but  if  it  has,  we  are 
without  advices  of  progress  made.  These  Tripoli  sponges 
are  only  secured  at  great  risk  and  expense.  The  fisheries 
have_  been  so  well  worked  that  the  divers  must  now  go  to 
considerable  depths.  The  mortality  rate  among' the  divers 
is  high— from  150  to  200  dying  each  season,  in  a  total  of 
600  employed.  Only  the  most  desperate  men  are  willing 
to  undertake  the  task,  they  being,  for  the  most  part, 
escaped  convicts  and  fugitives  from  justice.  They  are 
paid  from  400dols.  to  1200dols.  each  for  a  season  of  seven 
months,  which  is  about  ten  times  the  usual  wage  in 
Tripoli.  These  divers  seldom  have  suits  or  bells  like 
those  used  in  most  civilised  submarine  work.  They 
usually  go  down,  taking  aflat  piece  of  stone  of  a  triangular 
shape,  vrith  a  hole  drilled  through  one  of  the  corners.  A 
cord  from  the  boat  is  attached  to  this  stone,  and  the  diver 
uses  it  to  guide  him.  Upon  reaching  the  growing  sponges 
he  tears  them  off  the  rocks  or  cuts  them  with  a  sharp 
knife,  places  them  under  his  arms  and  then  pulls  at  the 
rope,  which  gives  the  signal  to  the  men  in  the  boat  to  hanl 
him  nj),— American  Fifhing  Oatette. 


ITofes  from  if)c  iTorfJ). 


Anojbbb  storm  and  a  check  to  the  run  of  luck  are  the 
latest  in  the  north.  The  sporting  barometer  has  gone 
down  with  a  precious  bang,  and  where  basketo  of  six, 
seven,  eight,  and  nine  were  got  during  the  former  week 
only  ones  and  twos  were  had  last  week. 


The  finest  bit  of  sport  scored  for  many  a  long  day  was 
made  by  Mr.  Deverell,  on  the  Oess  water,  one  diy  last 
week,  when  he  creeled  fourteen  fish  to  his  own  rod, 
coaling  in  the  aggregate  1051b.  He  and  his  son  had  eizty 
fish  between  them  for  three  weeks'  angling,  jet  only  a 
day  or  two  before  the  great  haul  Mr.  Deverell  was 
grumbling  about  being  an  unlucky  angler.  He  can't  say 
that  now.   

There  seems  to  be  no  want  of  sport  in  the  rivers  just 
nowj  nor  likely  to  be  for  some  time.  Yet  while  the 
tonsion  of  the  storm  strain  is  B':ill  unspent  fish  go  entirely 
off  the  take,  and  although  they  can  be  seen  by  the  round 
dozen,  yet  not  one  will  rise  till  after  the  storm  breaks, 
when  again  there  will  be  a  glorious  slaughter. 

Sir  John  Gladstone  has  no  intontion  now  of  sub-letting 
his  Blackball  Castle  water,  which  is  now  yielding  from 
ten  to  twenty  fish  per  day  ;  but  as  it  passes  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Smith,  Feughside  Inn,  Banchory,  anyone  wishing 
a  real  good  little  bit  of  salmon  water  cheap  should  write 
to  him.   

The  salmon  fishings  on  the  east  coast  are  still  keeping 
up,  and  a  good  supply  of  fish  is  in  the  Aberdeen  market 
daily,  where  some  nice  fish  of  281b.  were  on  the  slabs  last 
week.  _____ 

The  falmon  season  up  to  dato  has  as  yet  yielded  more 
fish  than  was  got  at  the  end  of  April  last  year,  and  this  in 
spite  of  the  first  week  being  almost  a  perfect  blank.  On 
the  coast  a  whole  fortnight  was  lost.  The  quality  of  the 
fish  has  never  been  better. 


The  death  of  old  WUliam  Blacklaws,  Kincardine  O'Neil, 
removes  an  ancient  landmark  and  a  worthy  authority  on 
all  things  piscatorial  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  He  was 
very  fond  of  using  his  own  flies,  and  a.s  a  rule  generally 
made  himself  up  a  couple  of  flies  or  so  when  going  a  day's 
fishing,  and  invariably  creeled  his  fish. 


Mr.  John  Harper  has  only  been  on  the  water  twice  this 
season,  yet  he  has  managed  to  kill  two  fish,  one  each  time. 
John  has  had  too  much  of  the  "  flue  "  for  his  constitution. 


The  trouting  season  is  just  on  the  eve  of  opening  on  the 
earlier  streams,  but  the  present  cold  snap  will  reta,rd 
matters  somewhat,  although  very  few  yellow  trout  are  in 
anything  like  good  condition  till  well  into  April,  unless  it 
be  on  those  waters  where,  from  the  amount  of  bottom 
feeding,  they  are  seldom  out  of  condition. 


The  hotels  on  the  far  inland  reaches  are  looking  forward 
to  an  early  and  busy  season,  and  well  they  might  when 
ODoe  the  fish  get  up.  _____ 

Saturday  last  saw  the  first  month  of  the  season  on  the 
Dee  close,  when  there  were  lote  of  changes  among  anglers. 
Mr.  Russell  had  the  Glentana,  but  did  literally  nothing 
for  the  first  fortnight,  and  his  wator  coste  him  £90  a  week. 


The  circumstances  attending  the  death  of  Mr.  Haslam, 
of  Carlogie,  were  almost  tragic  in  their  sorrow.  He  was 
to  be  married  on  the  14th  of  last  month,  and  spend  his 
honeymoon  at  Carlogie,  arriving  there  on  the  15th  with 
his  wife  ;  but,  catching  a  chill  when  attending  his  mother's 
funeral,  he  was  dead  and  buried  within  the  week.  He  was 
one  of  the  finest  fellows  that  ever  breathed. 


The  Cruden  Bay  Hotel  people  propose  taking  two  rods 
on  the  Ugie.  It  is  a  fine  cross-country  drive  of  some  six 
or  eight  miles,  and  just  the  very  beau  ideal  of  a  ladies' 
water.  For  sea  trout  and  finnock  it  cannot  be  beaten 
when  there  is  a  bit  of  water  on.  I  believe  it  is  best  at 
night,  and  especially  on  moonlight  nighto. 

Special  Scotch. 


Iprdvincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  was  held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel, 
Smithfield,  on  Thursday  evening  last,  March  8.  Mr.  T. 
Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice- 
chair.  The  meeting  was  well  attended,  as  the  large 
assembly  room  was,  as  usual,  well  filled  by  the  delegates 
of  the  ninety.five  affiliated  clubs.  The  minutes  of  the 
past  general  meeting,  held  on  Dec.  14,  were  read  and 
accepted  in  their  entirety  without  discussion.  The 
minutes  of  committee  meeting,  held  Jan.  4,  were  read  and 
adopted,  with  the  exception  of  the  minute  dealing  with 
the  matter  relating  to  the  members'  wives  being  aUo'wed 
to  accompany  their  husbands  for  fishing  pnriK>seB,  and 
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A3XrGMjEn.S'  HOTELS,  IflSHinXTG    OXJAH-TEinS,  &G. 


STANLEY  HOTEL, 
Stanley,  Perthshire. 

TAMES  S.  MOWAT  begs  to  Intimate  to  anglers 
and  the  i  nblic  generally  that  he  has  taken  a 
lease  of  this  hotel,  formerly  known  as  the  Victoria 
May.  Many  improvements  are  being  made  both 
oatside  and  inside.  No  expense  is  being  spared 
ou  the  refnmiBhing  and  decorations  to  make  it 
an  attractive  and  comfortable  Anglers'  Besort. 
Having  been  trained  to  the  business  in  several  of 
the  best  and  largest  hotels  in  the  kingdom,  he 
has  every  confidence,  from  his  experience,  that 
he  will  give  entire  satisfaction  to  his  patrons. 
Stanley  being  on  light  sandy  soil,  high  and 
bracing,  makes  it  an  attractive  health  resort. 
Fine  walks  along  the  banks  of  the  Tay.  Salmon 
and  troDt  fishing  on  the  Tay,  by  the  day,  week, 
or  month.   Posting  in  all  its  branches. 

JAMES  S.  MOWAT, 

Stanley  Hotel,  Stanley,  Perthshire. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

aZ.EITI.YON,  FEBTHSKIBE. 

8J  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Eailway  Station 
and  2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay. 
This  Hotel  is  beantifuUy  situated  near  the  Famous 
Pass  of  Glenlyon.  with  Mineral  Well.  Good  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Biver  Lyon.  Opens  on  Jan.  15. 
Excellent  New  Golf  Course  adjoining  the  Hotel. 
Billiards.)  Posting.  Post  and  Telegraph  Office 
wo  minutes'  walk. 

PAUL  B.  MaoPHAIL,  Proprietor 


FOYERS  HOTEL,  LOCH  NESS. 

Re-dtcorated  and  most  ComforttMv  Be-fumished 
throughout.    BUctrU  light. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  most  beautifully  situated, 
overlooking  Locb  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Trout  fishing 
on  Biver  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farrallne  Boats  for  use  of  visitors.  Termi- 
moderate  S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor 


SALMON  FISHING 


For  Boats,  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISEY,  Killin  Hotel. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL.— Superb  and  extensive  addi- 
tions since  last  season.  Excellent  TROUT  and 
SALJfO /'£R0^  Fishing  on  Loch  Awe,  Free.  Ex- 
perienced boatmen.  Boats  towed  by  Steam  Launch 
to  the  best  Fishing  Grounds.  Magnificent  views  cf 
mountain,  lake,  and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the 
Hotel. 

DALMA1LTH0T3SL,  OLENORCHT,  underthe  same 
management.  —  Guests  have  nine  mUea  FREE 
SALMON  FISHING  on  the  beautiful  and  cele- 
brated salmon  river  ORCHY.  Parties  wiring  to  ascer- 
tain ply  of  river  promptly  answered. 

DUNCAN  FRASBR.  Proprietor. 

LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Gloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FBEE  SALMON,  Trout.  Pike,  and  Ohai 
FISHING  on  four  Loughs— Conn,  Oullen, 
Derrymannin ,  and  Lough  Alick.  Board  and 
lodgings,  with  boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week; 
and  two  gentlemen  fishing  from  the  one  boat, 
£3  5s.  each  per  week ;  that  includes  boatmen's 
luncheon.  No  charge  on  Sundays  for  boat  or 
men. — Apply  to  the  proprietor,  T.  Claekk. 


SHANNONS  LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE,  IBELAND. 

MOST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 
Orllfle,  and  Trout  fishing  In  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river,  and  lake,  at  this  station ;  also  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  in  private  cottat^e  close  to 
river.  Ezpeuflee,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland,  on  application  8.  J.  Hurley,  Klllaloe, 
CO.  Clare,  Ireland,  N.B. -The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  In  May.  when  the  big 
trout  are  about  In  thouAanis. 


PLOUGH  HOTEL, 

LoDgparisb,  near  Whitchurch,  Hants., 

THIS  Hotel,  which  affords  such  excellent 
accommodation  to  those  fishing  the  Biver 
Test,  Is  under  new  management,  and  Is  situated 
In  one  of  the  prettiest  villages  in  the  county,  close 
to  church,  railway,  post  and  telegraph  ofiice, 
and  has  been  newly  furnished  throughout.  Excel- 
lent cuisine,       H.  J.  SCHRODER,  Proprietor. 

(Late  Chief  .Steward  of  Orient  Line.) 

WHY  GOTO  FRANCE? 

The  TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near   KINGSBRIDGE,    S.  DEVON. 

BOARUEBH,  Including  bed  and  attendance 
7s  Ad.  per  day,  from  Nov.  1  to  March  £1. 
WEEK-DAY  KlrtHING  for  Pike,  Perch,  and 
Bndd,  iBcludlng  boat*  and  bait,  Free  to  Vliltori, 
Tilt  coaches  leave  the  hot«l  dally. 

W  VICKERY,  Proprietor 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

T^HIS  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated 
in  the  heart  of  Bob  Boy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being 
in  close  proximity,  and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  ie  free  on  Loch  Katrine, 
Loc>  Chon,  and  several  bill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel;  excellent  boats  and  expprie' ced 
boatmen  are  kent.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and 
Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or 
by  Aberfoyle  and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and 
steamers  by  these  routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DONAI.D  FBBGVSON,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 


FISHING  SEASON  BEGINS  on  MARCH  1. 


Rooms  and  Boats  now  king  booked. 

Last  year,  best  basket  on  the  Lake,  with  fly,  forty-three  fish,  37|lb. ; 
on  the  rivers,  37  fish. 


Post  and  Telegraph  Address  : 

HOTEL,   LAKE   VYRNWY,  OSWESTRY 


FREE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

Commencing  March  1st. 

yiSITORS  staying  at  the  FORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL,  SOUTH 

WALES,  have  four  miles  of  the  Teifi,  which  is  noted  for  its  fishing:  strictly 
reserved.  Also  ahout  ten  miles  of  free  brook  fishing,  within  easy  walking  distance. 
Splendid  drives.  Fourteen  miles  from  Newquay  on  Cardigan  Bay.  On  G.W.R. 
Posting  and  Billiards.  A.  B.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

The  Price  List  (gratis)  contains  the  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Fish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Grayling,  Char,  Pike,  Eels,  Gk>ldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch, 
Beach.  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Budd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &o.,  &o.    Apply  to 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOB   FISHEBY,  CAISTOB,  IiINCOLNSHIBE. 


Fish  Food,  Ground-bait,  Apparatus,  and  Carriers  on  Sale. 


N.B. — The  Stock  Fish  have  taken  twenty  years  to  accumulate,  and  consist  of 
the  finest  strains  in  the  world.  They  run  up  to  161b.,  and  include  pure  Wycombe 
Fish,  which,  on  the  authority  of  the  late  Mr.  Francis,  are  the  best  breed  in  the  Empire. 
Other  cEoice  varieties  have  been  taken  from  the  Test,  Kennet,  and  other  waters. 


TJie  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  Pages  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  lUustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of 
the  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricatui'ist  "  F.C.G."  in  every  issue. 
Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 
A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 
"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 
Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 
The  Stage,  the  Chvirch,  and  the  Law  jire  also  regular  features. 
There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  speoially  suitable  for  sending  to 
friends  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3Jd. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  liookstalls,  or  from 

The  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  Office.  TUDOR  ST.,  B.C. 


CLOTH  BINDINQ  CASES  PGR  THE  "  PISHING  GAZETTE  " 

UAN  BK  HAD  AT  TR 

PUBLISHING    OFFICE,    BREAMS    BUILDINGS,  E.G. 
Price  aa.  6d.        Post  Free  js.  gd. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON. 

/~\VER  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.    Tariff  and  full 
parti'  ulars  ■  f 

J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


The  CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Dulverton  Station  (G.W.R.). 


1 


T?IVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TROUT 
J-  FISHING  RIVEBS  (Exe  and  Barle)  FRU 
TO  VISITORS  Staying  at  the  Camarron  Anng 
Family  Hotel,  Dulverton  Station  (G.W.E.).  Alao 
central  for  hind  hunting.    Hunters  for  Hire. 

0.  W.  Nelder,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  OBOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W,  Main  Line). 

HOTEL  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by 
the  Golf  Links,  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent 
bathing.  Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoininf 
Lake  and  Biver  OrygiU.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Late, 
Bodorgan ;  all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  montha. 
Trap  from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all 
included  in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  oir 
request.  T.  J.  COTTEELL,  Proprietor. 


The  SWAN  HOTEL, 

Staines  Bridge,  Staines. 

\/l  OST  pleasantly  situated  on  the  banka 
of  the  Thames.  The  best  reach  on 
the  Thames  for  TROUT.  Season  com- 
mences April  1.  Punts  and  Boats  to  Let. 
Good  stabling. 

A.  BURROW,  Proprietor 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 
Eggesford,  N.  De?on. 

(Four  and  three-quarter  hmrs  frmn  London.) 

TWENTY  MILES  of  excellent  FISHING,  Frei 
to  Hotel  Guests  only,  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little 
Dart.  Bivers  recently  re-stocked.  Moderate  in 
elusive  tariff  on  application. 

B.  P.  MAESHALL,  Proprietor. 
Season  commences  March  1 . 


A  CEAKKXHtt  aZFT  BOOK. 

6b,  net,  claret  roan,  gilt,  lUnatratad. 

London  in  the  Time  of  tbe  Diamond  Jubilee, 

By  E.  0.  Oo«s  and  E.  T.  OOOK,  M.A. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"Sir  Senry  Porwonby  is  commandtii 
by  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
for  c  copy  of  hi*  Handbook. 
L    "Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
•for."— Jn/t>A  Weekly.  "Farsupenor 
ordinary  guides." — London  Daily  Chronicle. 


LONDON 


'A  BRILLIANT  BOOK."-The  Times 
Every  Visitor  to  London  should  use 

SECOND  EDITIOM 
ENLAROEI),  6s. 

and    i'T^cooSfSLA*  24  Maps  *  Plana. 
ENVIRONS.      60  Illustrations 
Most  emphatically  tops  them  all. "—  DaityOraph 
Llangollen— Darlington  A  Go. 
London— SiHTKiN,  Mabshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
Tke  Railway  Boekstall  and  all  Booksellers. 


Visiters  to  Bonmemoutli,  Brifirliton,  Eastlwiirui', 
Hastings,  Bath,  Wells.  Weatorn-snper-Mare,  Mai 
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heiag  allowed  to  travel  at  the  reduced  fare.  This  minute 
was  dkcassed  at  some  length,  when  the  general  secretary 
WS8  ioBtrncted  to  place  himself  in  oommunioation  with  th6 
railway  companies,  asking  their  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  wives  should  become  qualified  to  enjoy  the 
privilege.  Some  of  thedelegates  were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
members  should  make  their  wives  members  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  a  small  fee  to  the  clubs,  and  to  the  association  for 
cards  and  stamps.  Others  were  of  the  opinion  that  they 
should  bs  allowed  to  travel  without  any  payment  to  the  o'ubs 
or  the  association,  bat  as  nothing  definite  could  be  etited  as 
to  the  railway  companies'  views  upon  the  matter,  the 
general  secretary  was  ordered  to  obtain  the  necessary 
information  bearing  upon  this  very  important  point. 
Since  the  resolution  was  passed  the  secretary  has  received 
a  letter  from  the  L  N.W.E.  Company  stating  that  the 
members  must  make  their  wives  hon&  fide  members  of  the 
clubs  to  which  they  belong,  and  also  pay  the  same  con- 
tributions, and  must  accompany  their  husbands  for  fishing 
purposes  pore  and  simple ;  that  is,  that  they  will  have  to 
conform  to  the  rules  of  the  association  in  every  respect, 
and  also  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  railway  companies. 
The  balance-sheet  for  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  30,  together 
with  the  auditors'  report,  was  received  and  adopted.  The 
sheet  and  report  went  to  show  that  the  financial 
position  of  the  association  was  in  every  way  satisfactory, 
ud,  with  the  admittance  of  new  clubs,  the  balance-sheet  to 
be  broneht  out  dnriog  the  present  month  would  exceed  all 
expectations.  The  minutes  of  the  committee  meetings 
were  received  and  adopted,  after  which  the  notice  of 
motion  given  in  by  Mr.  Hughes,  which  was  to  the  effect 
that  the  Birmingham  Association  should  have  a  direct 
representative  on  the  Severn  Fishery  Beard,  independent 
of  the  Provincial  Associition,  was  considered,  but  owing 
to  the  want  of  time  it  was  resolved  that  the  meeting  stand 
adjourned  for  a  week  in  order  to  fully  consider  the  matter, 
and  to  nominate  a  representative.  We  have  been  having 
splendid  weather  during  the  past  week,  which  has  been 
the  means  of  inducing  a  large  number  of  our  members 
turning  out.  Pike  tishing  has  been  all  the  rage,  so  much 
so  that  the  tackle  shops  have  been  unable  to  find  sufficient 
baits  for  their  customers.  A  large  quantity  of  small  pike 
have  been  taken,  all  of  which  were  in  good  condition  ;  the 
heaviest  taken  has  been  one  of  151b. ,  from  the  Severn  above 
Shrewsbury,  which  was  taken  by  Mr.  Reece,  of  Birming- 
ham. Mr.  Rowiton,  of  Dudley,  has  also  had  some 
good  sport  at  the  club's  private  poo's.  The  whole  of  the 
private  waters  close  to  Birmingham  have  furniehed  good 
pike  fishing.  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Harborne  Society,  fishing 
the  private  pools  at  Whitley  Court,  succeeded  in  capturing 
a  pike,  which,  upon  being  landed,  was  ionnd  to  have 
another  pike  inside  him;  the  larger  fish  weighed  6^lb., 
and  the  smaller  pike  IJlb.  The  fish  were  on  view  at  the 
club-house,  and  were  a  great  sonrce  of  interest  to  the 
members  The  canal  at  Alrewas,  above  the  Navieation 
Inn,  has  been  nettf  d  in  order  to  restock  the  river  Trent. 
A  large  number  of  fish  were  caught,  chiefly  reach,  chub, 
god  dace,  a  few  tench,  and  only  two  bream  ;  some  of  the 
roach  were  over  l:^lb.  each.  Anglers  wiU  please  notice 
that  this  portion  of  the  canal  will  be  uselecs  for  the  next 
twelve  months.  The  half-yearly  subscription  of  2d.  per 
member  is  now  due  to  the  Provincial  Angling  Association. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  Fen  waters  have  undergone  a  complete  change 
daring  the  past  week,  and  angling  on  many  waters  has 
been  resumed.  The  weather  continues  fine,  and  sports- 
men at  the  commencement  of  the  week  were  making  the 
most  of  the  few  davs  that  remained  before  the  advent  of 
the  close  season.  Roach  1  ave  especially  given  good  sport 
to  the  tail  end  of  the  worm,  and  on  the  upper  r^'aches  of 
the  Withim  some  capital  bags  have  been  made.  The 
same  may  also  be  said  of  the  Forty-foot  and  Glen,  several 
specimens  on  the  latter  water  having  ran  to  lib.  ea«b. 
I4ke  fishing  has  been  largely  prosecuted,  but  the  waters, 
as  a  rule,  have  scarcely  recovered  to  permit  of  this  class 
of  sport  being  much  of  a  success.  Nevertheless  many 
fish_  have  been  taken  with  the  spinning  tackle,  the  best 
having  run  np  to  about  81b. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
Pike  fishing  has  been  pursued  during  the  past  week  with 
a  fair  amount  of  euccess  on  some  waters,  but  a  few  anglers 
visited  the  Homsey  Mere,  and  found  it  too  much  swollen 
and  out  of  condition  for  sport,  and  it  is  now  closed  for 
three  months  during  the  spawning  season.  At  the  early 
part  of  the  past  week  some  very  good  catches  of  roach  were 
made  on  the  river  Hull,  both  above  and  below  the  lock, 
most  of  the  fish  being  of  a  good  size.  Some  nice  catches 
of  perch  were  also  made  at  th?  beek-ends,  and  Mr.  T. 
Eawson,  fishing  with  worm  at  Frodiagham  B  ck-end, 
secnrei  a  very  nice  lot,  the  best  scaling  about  Jib  ;  and  on 
Thursday  a  large  party  of  anglers  visited  the  top  stretch 'is 
of  the  liver,  amonget  whom  Mr.  B.  Sheanmith,  the 
president  the  Bast  Hull  Angling  Society,  secured  about 
twenty-fiTC  roach  near  Brigham  some  of  the  fieh  going 
from  Jib.  to  lib.  each.  Mr.  G  Cheeseman,  of  the  Derring- 
him  Club,  also  succeeded  in  taking  aboot  twenty  fish  with 
paste  below  Snakeholme  Lock,  his  best  fish  scaling  14|  z  ; 
and  from  the  same  'district  Mr.  J  Porcey ,  of  the  Albert  A.8. , 
had  fifteen  nice  fish  ;  whilst  above  Wansford  Look  Mr.  J. 
Cheeseman  met  with  a  fair  sample  of  fish  with  paste,  the 
heaviest  tcaling  lib.  loz.,  and  on  Saturday  a  few  nice 
roach  were  taken  in  the  lower  waters  at  Dnnswell  and 
Cicey;  but  since  the  river  has  been  much  swollen  and  full 
of  fresh  from  the  upper  waters  and  tributaries,  so  that  little 
nas  befn  done;  but  it  should  subside  and  be  in  condition 
»gam  by  the  beginning  of  the  week.  By  the  time  these 
notes  are  in  print  the  trout  season  will  have  opened  on 
^*fj  waters  and  most  other  stream',  with  the  exception 
9>  the  strictly  preserved  waters  of  the  Driffield  Anglers' 
Unb,  and  promises  to  be  a  fairly  good  one.  Several  good 
Mh  are  on  the  rise  above  ths  lock,  and  appear  to  be  in 


very  fair  condition.  A  few  heavy  fiph  are  also  on  the  rise 
in  the  lower  waters  about  Wawne  and  Dunswell ;  but  j 
must  remind  our  local  anglers  that  it  will  be  necessary  for 
them  to  be  provided  with  the  shilling  trout  licf  noe,  which, 
being  a  rod  licence,  is  available  for  any  stream  they  may 
have  privilege  to  fish  in  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  district.  At 
the  March  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  and  District  Amal- 
gamated Anglers'  Association  a  sub-committee  was  formed 
to  revise  the  rules  of  the  association  and  get  them  re- 
printed for  1900. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
Not  much  news  is  coming  round  about  our  rivers,  but 
no  doubt  in  a  week  or  so  we  shall  be  hearing  of  them. 
The  Lcne  has  bad  a  good  run  of  clear  water,  which  has 
assisted  the  migratory  fish  to  move.  Otters  are  reported 
as  more  p'eatiful,  and  doing  a  lot  of  mischief.  Twenty 
pike  have  been  killed,  varying  from  Ijlb.  to  51b.  At 
Astley,  on  Saturday  last,  the  Tyldesley  and  District 
Anglers'  Association  fished  a  match  to  wind  up  the  season. 
The  following  U  a  \itt  of  the  winners :  Messrs.  T. 
Mo  Walters,  G.  Leicester,  I.  Wilde,  and  E.  Whiteside, 
tied.  At  Marsland  Green  the  local  club,  Bridge  Inn 
Angling  Society,  fished  a  wind-up  in  the  canal  with  the 
follovfing  result  in  order  of  merit :  Messrs.  R  Green,  W. 
Boardman,  A.  Lnnu,  S.  Morris,  and  J.  Lambert.  At 
Butt's,  the  Stanley  Arms  Angling  Society,  Leigh,  fished  a 
closing  match  with  the  following  result :  Messrs.  P. 
Thorne,  R.  Makia,  8.  Cartwright,  and  Wm.  Holt.  In 
each  of  the  foregoing  events  the  fishing  preceded  a 
social  evening,  all  of  which  were  very  much  enjoyed. 
For  the  convenience  of  visitors  to  the  BoUin,  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  specimen  fish  to  be  weighed-in  at  the 
Green  Dragon  at  Heatley.  By  dropping  a  line  to  Mr.  J. 
A.  Porter,  Carlton  View,  Heatley,  arrangements  can  be 
made  for  the  keeper's  services,  who  will  also  provide  baits, 
&c.,  or  even  accommodation,  if  desired.  These  arrange- 
ments will  be  of  very  great  convenience  to  members  in 
outside  districts.  Some  fair  specimens  have  been  weighed- 
in  during  the  past  few  days  :  Mr.  John  Mawson,  perch, 
lib.  7oz.  9drs. ;  Mr.  H.  Cook,  dace,  lOoz.  5drs.  ;  Mr.  J. 
Bowden,  roach,  lib.  9oz.  14dr8.  ;  Mr.  J.  Green,  roach,  lib. 
4oz.  Mr.  W.  Hamblett  had  a  g)od  basket  of  roach, 
several  close  on  lib. ,  and  Mr.  S.  Thomas  half  a  dozen  good 
samples  of  daeo.  Liverpool  anglers  still  keep  very  busy ; 
the  West  Derby  Angling.  Club  have  visited  Rossett  and 
fished  a  match,  awarding  all  prizes,  and  they  got  through 
with  a  smoker.  The  Nelson  Angling  Society  have  been 
busy  with  a  m  itch  and  a  dinner.  The  Centrals  have  had 
a  splendid  contest  for  their  challenge  cup,  Mr.  C.  Roach, 
with  81b.  6oz  ,  securing  the  honour  of  holding  it  for  the 
present.  This  society  appears  to  be  in  a  particularly 
happy  and  healthy  condition. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Moss  Side  Socials  are  to  the  front  this  week  with 
the  interesting  announcement  that  they  intend  holding  an 
exhibiti  >n  of  stuffed  fish  and  other  piscatorial  articles. 
Mr.  W.  A.  Leigh,  of  81,  Bedford-street,  Moss  Side, 
Manchester,  the  hon.  sec,  would  be  glad  to  hear  from 
anyone  willing  to  assist  in  any  way  to  make  their  effort  a 
success.  The  next  social  evening  is  on  the  26th,  to  which 
ladies  are  cordially  invited,  when  Mr.  Walton  will  be 
responsible  for  the  programme.  The  last  delegate 
meeting  of  the  County  Palatine  Anglers'  Association,  held 
in  Manchester  on  the  8th,  was  a  good  one,  and  a  lot  of 
business  disposed  of  by  representatives  from  thirty-six 
affiliated  societies.  Of  coarse  routine  bnsiness  occupied  a 
fair  ehare  of  the  allotted  time,  then  the  arrangemstts 
made  by  the  sub-committee  for  a  dinner  on  March  22,  as 
a  social  re-union  of  past  and  prtsent  members  of  the 
executive,  were  approved.  It  was  decided  to  open 
their  waters  at  Irlam  and  Cadishead  on  Saturday, 
June  2.  By  a  large  m^j  )rity  it  was  decided 
not  to  invite  representatives  of  the  angling  press  to  the 
delegate  meetings.  Seven  dabs  were  added  to  the  roll, 
the  Stockport  Waltonians  being  the  last  to  join.  The 
general  secretary  reports  that  on  Saturday  last  they  turned 
into  the  canal  at  Poynton  350  good  roach  and  100  perch, 
the  latter  being  very  fine,  reaching  up  to  IJlb.  and  even 
21b.  A  lot  more  were  expected  for  Irlam  during  the  week 
and  to-day.  The  Stockport  Waltonians  before  mentioned 
is  a  new  organisation,  with  live  M  P.'s  as  president  and 
vice-president,  Mr.  G.  Whitely  being  president  and  Mr. 
B.  V.  Melville  vice.  Mr.  C  Brown  is  treasurer,  and  Mr. 
E.  J.  Drummond  secretary  ;  committee,  Messrs.  T.  Elson, 
R.  Hulme,  R.  Hazeldine,  L.  Bennett,  and  J.  Hall.  Two 
of  our  city  clubs,  the  Good  Intent  and  Beswick,  were  due 
out  last  week-end  to  wind  up  the  season,  but  of  the  results 
nothing  has  been  heard.  Perhaps  they  enjoyed  the  fresh 
air.  The  assistant  gencal  secretary  of  the  Warrington 
Anglers'  Association  writes  :  "I  must  compliment  some 
Manchester  anglers  on  their  strict  observance  of  our  rules 
re  Bollin." 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
Sport  among  the  pike  continues  very  good,  and  some 
excellent  catches  have  been  obtained  in  various  parts  of 
the  ciunty  daring  the  last  few  days.  On  March  11  a 
Norwich  angler  took  thirty-one  fish,  largest  ISJlb.,  on 
private  water  near  Norwich.  Other  fishermen  out  have 
had  fair  sport.  Soon  it  will  be  all  over,  and  one  of  the 
worst  seasons  for  many  years  will  be  at  an  end.  It  is 
with  deep  regret  that  we  have  to  announce  the  death  of 
Mr.  C.  Clowes,  of  Norwich,  who  was  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  Yare  and  Bare  Preservation  Society,  and 
an  ardent  sportsman.  For  many  years  he  had  Eerved  on 
the  committee  of  the  society,  and  his  genial  manner  made 
him  many  friends  among  the  anglers  of  the  district. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  dose  season  began  on  Thursday,  and  the  few  days 
jreceding  its  advent  were  prolific  of  very  good  sport.  At 
Sarton,  Mr.  J.  Hines  bagged  301b.  of  roach  with  worm; 
at  Shardlow,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  excelled  amongst  roach 


and  chub;  and  at  Weetoncliffe,  Mr.  H.  Aston  and  Mr. 
H.  Coxon  had,  to  the  tail  end,  thirty-eight  roach  and  a 
brace  of  perch.  On  the  same  stretch,  on  Tuesday,  the 
latter,  with  Mr.  F.  J.  Lindley,  creeled  forty-one  roach, 
bream,  and  perch.  In  the  Cliff  Pool  a  pike  of  OJlb.  fell  to 
the  rod  of  Mr.  P.  Wright,  and  amongst  the  Derby  section 
returning  with  fish  mention  should  be  made  of  the  names 
of  the  veteran  Mr.  Mosley,  and  Mr.  WildRu^t.  The  local 
keeper  (G.  Holmes)  had  eight,  including  a  grandly 
proportioned  specimen  of  IZJlb.  A  dozen  or  more 
fish  (pike)  were  caught  at  Beeston  on  Saturday ; 
and  sport  amongst  eaox  viob  also  enjoyed  at  Clifton, 
Holme  Pierrepont,  Stoke,  and  Flindbam.  On  the 
Holme  Pierrepont  stretch,  using  worm,  Mr.  A.  Green 
killed  forty  roach  in  the  bream  hole  swim;  and  on  the 
opposite  bank  Mr.  W.  Coxon  secured  over  thirty  roach 
and  nine  large  chub.  At  Rolleston.  on  Saturday,  Mr. 
D.  S  Garner  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Wilkins,  of  the  City 
Piscatorials,  each  ran  a  brace  of  fine  pike  ;  and  during  the 
afternoon  the  final  pegged-down  match  of  the  eea'ion  under 
the  auspices  of  the  society  was  fished,  with  the  result  that 
premier  honours  were  carried  off  by  Mr.  W.  Speed.  The 
second  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  Simpson,  and  the  third 
by  Mr.  J.  George.  The  society,  on  the  year's  working, 
have  a  balance  ia  hand  of  £25  ISs.  2d.  On  the  same  after- 
noon the  Waltonians  tried  conclusions  at  Cavendish 
Bridge,  the  water  being  kindly  placed  at  their  disposal  by 
the  executive  of  the  Wellington  Society.  Fifteen  took 
part,  and  the  prizes  fell,  I  hear,  to  Messrs.  Cook, 
Sheffield,  and  Terry.  Mr.  Cook  creeled  a  roach  of 
lib.  Sioz, 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  having  a  spell  of  beautiful  weather,  sun  by  day 
and  slight  frosts  at  night;  but  the  strong  north  winds  have 
been  against  the  fisherman.  The  rivers  and  streams  are 
in  capi'al  condition,  and  a  good  mmy  rods  have  been  out 
eioce  the  9t,h  inst.,  and  a  lot  of  chub  have  bsen  taken,  but 
sport  among  other  varieties  has  been  far  from  good. 
Messrs  Knight  and  Lench  took  some  fine  roach,  but  not 
many  of  them.  One  angler  had  a  very  heavy  take  of  fisi 
ill  the  Teme  at  Bransford  on  the  11th  inst.,  and  among 
tbem  a  splendid  perch  of  4lb.  weight,  but  his  luck  was  an 
exception.  A  few  trout  were  taken  with  the  minnow  and 
with  the  worm,  bat  they  are  not  ready  yet.  Pike  are  nc  t 
feeding  well  at  all.  Severn.  Teme,  and  the  Avon  have 
been  tried,  and  a  few  fair-siz^d  fish  taken,  but  nothing 
over  61b.  The  late  floods  have  benefited  the  net  men  very 
much.  In  the  Severn,  below  Worcester,  more  salmon  have 
been  tiken  in  the  past  week  than  in  one  week  for  years 
past.  It  is  said  two  nets  in  the  Clevelode  district  took 
over  twenty  fish  in  one  day,  some  of  them  very  large,  and 
the  price  has  gone  down  considerably.  In  the  Worcester 
district  the  nets  have  done  but  fairly  well;  mott  of  the  fish 
taki  n  were  female  fish  of  good  size. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
Angling  prospects  generally  have  considerably  improved 
sicce  the  floods  subsided.  The  rivers  are  running  down  to 
a  iiice  level,  and  are  clearer  and  in  a  better  condition  for 
sport  than  they  have  been  for  some  time.  This  is  very 
gratifying  at  the  advent  of  the  trout  season,  and  should 
the  settled  weather  continue,  we  may  expect  good  reports 
from  fishing  centres  at  early  dates.  The  trout  are  in 
excellent  form,  and  are  well  on  the  move.  A  few  night 
frosts,  if  not  severe,  would  further  improve  prospects,  in 
which  respect  the  fisherman  an  1  the  agriculturist  are  at 
one.  The  floods,  of  course,  had  their  disadvantages,  but 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  cleansing  of  the  rivers  has 
been  very  beneficial.  Fly  fishers  will  be  choosing  their 
casts  for  the  incoming  season,  and  the  following  may  be 
recommended  as  one  of  the  best :  Early  or  Winter  Brown 
(*ail  fly).  Spring  Black,  Dark  Snipe  and  Orange,  and  Snipe 
Rloa  (droppers).  There  was  good  pike  fishing  towards  the 
end  of  last  week,  locil  anglers  having  tried  the  Oase  and 
the  Fobs  with  sueoess  Nice  roach  have  also  been  taken. 
Parties  who  went  to  Pocklington  Canal  had  not  to  go 
empty  away  either  ;  and  the  large  lake  at  Castle  Howard 
afforded  pastime  for  other  rodsmea,  pike  being  the  fish 
mostly  caught.   


[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents  ] 


SALMON  DISEASE. 

Sir, — I  am  grateful  for  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  kindly  notice 
of  my  "  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout." 

I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  modifying  one 
of  the  statements  in  that  book  upon  which  he  comments, 
namely,  as  to  the  absence  of  any  occarrence  of  salmon 
disease  in  the  Helmsdale.  I  have  never  sesn  a  diseased 
fish  there,  but  I  have  been  (ho^n  a  return,  drawn  up,  I 
think,  in  1885,  shotviog  that  a  small  number  of  diseased 
fish  were  taken  and  destroyed  in  that  Eeason.  In  the 
Thuiso,  I  believe,  it  bas  never  hsea  observed.  I  once  was 
running  a  hage  kelt  in  that  river,  when  I  observed  a  large 
white  patch  on  his  head,  and  promptly  directed  the  gillie 
to  gtff  him.  But  the  scar  turned  out  not  to  be  caused  by 
Saprolegnia  at  all,  bat  by  a  hilf-healed  wound  of  great 
extent. 

It  is  clear  that  the  occarrence  of  an  isolated  visitation  of 
Saprolegnia  to  the  Helmsdale  d  ses  not  throw  much  light 
c  n  the  problem.  A  wandering  bird  (and  what  a  country 
that  is  for  waterfowl !)  might  easily  convey  pathogenic 
germs  from  an  infected  river  to  a  healthy  one,  and  the 
result  might  be  an  outbreak  of  disease.  But  a  rapid 
stream  such  as  the  Helmsdale,  running  for  months  together 
at  a  very  low  temperature  off  snow,  is  less  likely  to  retain 
such  germs  than  a  gentle  ourrent  like  the  Tweed,  where 
they  probably  harbour  permanently,  causing  an  outbreak 
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aa  often  u  meteorological  and  other  conditions  are  favour- 
able to  their  activity  and  propagation. 

The  Xaver  differs  from  the  neighbouring  Thurso  and 
Helmsdale  in  issuing  from  a  very  large  lake,  which  would 
afford  better  shelter  for  pathogenic  germs  than  the  shallow 
sheetsof  waters  of  limited  extent  from  which  the  last-named 
rivers  flow. 

May  I  point  out  to  Mr.  Tod  that  I  did  not  suggest  that 
kelts  were  more  susceptible  of  the  attacks  of  Saprolegnia 
than  clean  fish,  but  more  liable  to  suconmb  when  attacked, 
owing  to  their  less  robust  condition. 

The  instance  of  an  exodus  of  brown  trout  from  a  bum 
that  had  run  too  low  to  bold  them  is  suggestive.  I  have 
known  an  instance  of  general  mortality  of  large  trout  in  a 
small  lake  (about  four  acres)  on  my  own  property  in  a 
protracted  spell  of  hot  weather.  These  fish  would  probably 
have  left  the  lake  had  they  not  been  prevented  doing  so  by 
a^  grating  at  the  outlet.  It  seems  likely  that  in  the  case 
cited  by  Mr.  Tod  the  water  had  become  too  hot  to  hold  the 
fish,  and  that  they  were  on  their  way  to  the  sea.  I  have 
often  caught  burn  trout  well  below  high  water  mark  in 
Scottish  burns. — I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

March  8.  ____  Herbert  Maxwell. 

HENET  JENKINS,  THE  ANGLER,  DID  LIVE 
TO  BE  169  YEARS  OLD. 

Dear  Sir, — At  the  risk  of  provoking  a  smile,  I  desire 
to  say  a  word  on  behalf  of  the  above. 

In  your  recent  speech  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  dinner 
(d  propos  of  T.  Wells's  "  Temperance  Fishing  Book") 
yon  apparently  discredit  the  tradition  of  Henry  Jenkins's 
gieat  age.  "  That,"  you  say,  "  is  a  pretty  good  fish  story 
for  a  temperate  angler  to  begin  with." 

One  is,_  of  conise,  naturally  inclined  to  be  sceptical  on 
such  a  point,  but  the  story  is,  I  believe,  true  for  all  that. 

The  "Bolton"  in  question  is  "  Bolton-on-Swale," 
where  I  have  seen  Jenkins's  grave,  and  it  is  stated  on  the 
tombstone  that  he  died  aged  169  years. 

This  is  the  longest  English  life  on  record,  and  the  story 
is  generally  believed.  I  remember  asking  a  leading  York- 
shire gentleman  about  it — a  man  not  the  least  credulous, 
and  thoroughly  competent  to  estimate  evidence — and  he 
told  me  he  had  instituted  a  searching  inquiry  and  found 
the  tradition  to  be  true  beyond  doubt. 

Jenkins  died,  I  believe,  in  1670.  His  evidence  was 
much  in  request,  especially  in  ecclesiastical  cases,  and  he 
used,  at  one  time,  to  walk  to  York  to  give  it.  I  remember 
a  story  that  cnce  (he  being  at  this  time  too  old  to  walk  to 
York),  when  he  was  personally  appealed  to  on  some  point 
at  Bolton,  he  said  he  could  not  give  the  desired  informa- 
tion, ''but,"  added  he,  "if  you  will  walk  this  way,  my 
boy  will  tell  you  what  you  want  to  know ;"  whereupon 
his  "  boy,"  a  youth  of  some  100  odd  summers,  came,  and 
effectually,  to  the  rescue. 

"  Henry's  "  fishing  was,  I  believe,  of  a  primitive  order. 
I  don't  fancy  the  rod  had  much  to  do  with  it,  but  he  used 
to  wade,  till  late  in  life. 

Trusting,  meanwhile,  that  you  yourself  may  be  spared 
to  edit  the  Fish  ing  Gazette,  and  to  wield  both  rod  and 
pen  to  as  great  an  age,  and  at  the  same  time  be  spared  the 
rheumatism  from  which,  I  understand,  "  Henry  "  suffered 
in  his  declining  years. — I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

Crambe  Vicarage,  York.  R.  E.  Ricketts. 


A  BLUE  SHARK  ON  A  LIGHT  CANE  ROD. 

Dear  Marston, — Here  is  the  promised  extract  from 
the  Tasmanian  letter.  "  1  have  been  out  three  times  for 
the  whole  day  fishing  since  I  last  wrote  to  you  for  sea 
fish.  On  March  11  I  caught  six  dozen  and  eleven  mullet, 
one  large  rock  cod,  and  a  few  small  fish  of  various 
kinds.  On  the  16th  got  six  dozen  and  three  mullet,  one 
small  sea  trout,  one  fresh-water  eel,  and  some  odds  and 
ends.  Last  Saturday  thunder  going  on  all  the  time,  so 
got  nothing  but  a  few  small  flat-heads,  and  one  beast  of 
a  small  blue  shark  (4ft.  Sin.  long),  which  gave  me  great 
trouble,  as  I  bad  him  on  a  light  cane  rod,  with  only 
35yds.  of  light  mullet  line,  but  by  patience  I  got  him 
to  the  gaff  in  about  forty  minutes.  I  had  two  hooks  of 
the  paternoster  in  him — one  in  the  tail,  which  broke  off, 
and  one  in  the  belly."  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me 
that  it  is  quite  a  unique  capture  on  snob  slight  tackle,  and 
says  a  good  deal  for  the  skill  of  my  old  angling  friend. — 
Sincerely  yours,  South-West. 

[Much  obliged  to  Major  Carlisle  for  this  interesting 
note.   The  fish  would  weigh  about  40lb.— Ed.] 

2s.  6d.  TO  FISH  TWELVE  MILES  OF  THE 
COQUET. 

Sib. — Methinks  your  correspondent  has  an  impression 
that  he  has  got  hold  of  something  cheap ;  will  you  allow 
me  to  tell  him  that  under  the  Tavy  and  Plym  Fishing 
Association  he  can  fish  nearly  100  miles  of  rivers  for  Is.  a 
day,  and  only  last  week  several  pounders  were  taken.  So 
much  for  Devonshire. — Yonrs  truly, 

Plymouth.  _____    William  Heabder. 

FISHING   NEAR   BERKELEY  (GLOUCESTER- 
SHIRE). 

Dear  Sie, — Can  you  or  an^  of  your  readers  inform  me 
if  I  could  get  a  week's  fishing  and  accommodation  at 
Berkeley  (Gloucestershire)  ?— Yours  truly,  Angler. 

PIGEON  POST  AT  THE  PALACE. 
Sir, — I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  will  make 
it  known  through  your  columns  that  we  have  decided  to 
establish  a  pigeon  podt  at  the  Palace.  The  co-operation  of 
all  those  interosteu  is  most  cordially  invited^  and  commu- 
nications should  be  sent  direct  to,— Yours  faithfully, 

Euoar  S.  Sbbuuhole 
Curator,  Natural  History  Department,  Crystal  Palaee. 


MINCED  SEA  FISH  AS  FOOD  FOE  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — You  were  good  enough  to  refer  in  your  issue 
of_  March  10  to  some  experiments  of  mine  concerning 
minced  sea  fish  as  fish  food  (food  for  trout),  adding  "  that 
you  would  much  prefer  to  buy  yearling  and  larger  trout 
which  had  been  fed  on  fish  than  such  as  had  been  fed  on 
horseflesh."  You  might  have  added  trout  ova  as  well.  I 
find  that  not  only  does  the  minced  fish  food  (the  nearest 
approach  to  the  natural  feeding  of  the  adult  trout  we  can 
give)  make  better  bone  and  a  healthier  fish  altogether  than 
horse  beef,  but  that  it  makes  very  beautiful  and  healthy  eggs 
and  splendid  breeding  fish.  It  will,  of  course,  be  objected 
that  feeding  fish  to  trout  will  lead  them  on  to  cannibalism  ; 
I  have  not  found  this  to  be  the  case,  besides  fish  pulp 
and  whole  fish  are  two  things  very  different  in  outward 
appearance,  even,  I  should  say.  to  trout. 

The  fish  used  in  preparing  the  fish  pulp  is  by  no  means 
the  cheapest  offal,  cods'  heads  enter  inter  alia  into  its 
composition,  but  the  major  part  consists  of  coal  fish,  ling, 
and  other  fish  containing  no  great  proportion  of  fat,  and 
which  has  no  great  market  value.  A  great  deal  of  what 
is  brought  up  by  the  trawlers'  nets,  and  which  is  shovelled 
overboard  as  useless,  not  being  fish  on  the  fish  dealers'  or 
fishmongers'  general  lists,  makes  very  good  food  for  trout  if 
chopped  up,  all  the  more  wholesome  if  chopped  up  with 
the  intestines  containing  gastric  juice  and  lower  class 
animals. 

What  must  be  guarded  against  are  fish  containing  a  high 
percentage  of  fat,  such  as  mackerel,  herrings,  garnet  in 
certain  seasons ;  also  thick-skinned  fish  like  plaice,  and  any 
fish  not  absolutely  fresh. 

Trout  are  very  dainty  feeders,  and  it  is  quite  a  mistake 
to  suppose  that  they  would  thrive  on  rotten  stuff.  Well- 
prepared  fresh  sea  fish  leaves  next  to  no  remnant  in_  the 
ponds  (a  great  advantage  over  horseflesh,  the  stringy 
residue  of  which  fouls  the  ponds,  besides  being 
unsightly)  and  is  very  quickly  digested;  it  makes 
a  firm-fleshed,  brightly-coloured  fish,  with  plenty  of  bone. 
I  find  that  American  lard  buckets  (well  cleaned  at  port) 
make  very  good  carriers  for  this  pulp  ;  they  have  lids  and 
handles,  and,  taking  just  561b.,  make  convenient  packages. 
I  should  strongly  object  to  any  preservative  being  used 
in  the  pulp ;  what  would  stand  ia  the  way  of  putrefaction 
wpuld_  also  stand  in  the  way  of  rapid  decomposition  or 
digestion  of  the  pulp  in  the  trout's  stomach.  The  best 
way  to  keep  fish  food  fresh  (beef  or  other  food)  is  to 
immerse  it  in  cold  running  water,  a  place  behind  the 
outlet  of  a  pond  will  do  well  for  it ;  there  is  very  little  loss 
in  the  nutritous  value  of  food  by  keeping  it  under  water 
say  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  a  total  avoidance  of  smell. 
Freshly-ground  fish  may  not  always  be  obtainable  every- 
where (I  know  it  has  cost  many  years  to  induce  the  fish- 
dealers  to  prepare  it  correctly  and  regularly),  and  I  have 
therefore  had  desiccated  and  finely-ground  fish,  with  all  the 
unneceeeary  fat  extracted,  prepared  for  fish  food;  it  does 
very  well,  and  I  am  now  having  it  tested  in  England.  I 
think  it  will  prove  to  be  a  good  food,  nearly  as  good  as 
freshly-ground  fish,  and  much  more  handy. — Yours  truly, 

March  12, 1900.    S.  Jaffb. 

EIVEE  DEE,  COEWEN. 

Sie, — I  see  by  your  issue  of  the  3rd  inst.  that  the 
Corwen  and  Cynwyd  Fishing  Association  are  about  to 
stock  the  river  Dee  with  (it  is  to  be  presumed)  yearlings. 

May  I  ask  why  this  expense  is  being  incurred  ?  By  the 
rules,  "  Fish  under  6in.  are  to  be  returned  to  the  water  " ; 
also  a  ticket  has  to  be  taken  out  if  one  fishes  for  pike  only 
— and  this  in  a  so-called  trout  preserve.  I  would  recom- 
mend raising  the  standard  of  size  for  trout,  and 
encouraging  pike  fishing. — Yours  truly,      April  Di'n, 

FISHING  QUAETEES. 

Deae  Sir,— I  shall  be  happy  to  give  "  Split  Cane"  all 
the  fishing  he  requires  here  either  on  my  own  preserves  or 
on  the  open  reaches,  river  and  lake.  Salmon,  grilse, 
trout,  pike,  perch,  and  roach.  Comfortable  quarters  close 
to  fishing.— Yours  faithfully,  S.  J.  Hurley. 

Abbey  View,  KUlaloe,  Ireland. 


"  THAMES  PROFESSIONAL  FISHERMEN." 

Dear  Sir, — The  letter  from  Mr.  Jeffreys  in  your  last 
issue  hits  one  of  the  nails  on  the  head  in  regard  to  these 
very  much  over-rated  and  over-paid  individuals. 

I  presume  if  Mr.  J.  had  happened  to  have  engaged  the 
"  fisherman  "  who  did  the  bream  catching  he  would  have 
been  taken  to  the  exact  spot  where  it  was  impossible  to 
take  any  fish,  simply  because  they  were  cleared  out,  and 
most  probably  he  would  never  have  known  the  reason 
why. 

Plenty  of  these  "  fishermen "  are  always  crying  out 
that  there  are  lots  of  fish,  but  they  cannot  obtain  patrons. 
I  don't  wonder  at  this,  for  they  seem  to  me  to  be  always 
on  the  "  make." 

I  have  bad  enough  and  to  spare  of  these  "  guides, 
philosophers,  and  friends,"  for  the  majority  have  simply 
got  the  notion  that  their  dut^  consists  in  eating,  drinking, 
and  smoking  all  day  and  taking  your  money  at  night,  and 
as  to  whether  they  take  you  to  a  snim  where  you  can  have 
a  bit  of  sport,  they  don't  care  twopence. 

By  the  time  an  angler  has  done  for  the  day,  his  pocket 
has  been  tapped  to  the  extent  of  at  least  a  sovereign,  often 
more.  The  game  is  not  worth  the  candle,  and  others 
besides  mvself  have  proved  it. 

These  professional  fishermen"  do  not  seem  to  have 
sufiicient  common-sense  to  leave  the  fish  for  the  people  who 
patronise  them,  or  to  see  by  their  actions  that  tney  are 
acMng  to  their  own  detriment. 

1  cannot  see  any  reason  why  a  large  number  of  anglers, 
principally  working  men,  should  be  always  putting  their 
hands  in  their  pockets  to  assist  in  preserving  and  stocking 
the  waters  of  the  Thames,  nor  why  others  should  give  not 
only  money  but  time  and  trouble,  for  the  benefit  of  men 
who  pass  all  the  time  they  possibly  can  in  fishing  for  baits 
or  anything  else,  and  who,  with  very  few  exceptions,  do 


not  give  one  single  farthing  towards  the  funds  for 
preserving  the  head  of  fish  in  the  river. 

I  am  quite  wiUing  to  admit  that  there  are  a  few  "  pro- 
fessional fishermen  "  who  do  not  angle  on  their  own  hook 
but  they  are  very  scarce  indeed. — Yours  truly,  * 
W.  H.  Elsmoee 
(Vice-president  Central  Association  of 
London  Angling  Clubs). 

The  Lodge,  Brundall, 

Norwich.   March  14, 1900. 

"  DAPPING  "  RODS. 

Sib,— -Ton  were  good  enough  to  insert  a  letter  of  mint 
re  dapping  rods  in  your  valuable  paper.  I  made  it  my 
pleasure  to  attend  the  Royal  Aquarium  on  Wednesday 
and  was  pleased  to  find  that  the  remarks  I  made  had  fallen 
upon  good  ground,  and  one  firm  had  made  a  dapping  rod 
and  called  it  the  "  Z  "  rod.  I  handled  many  rods  at  the 
various  stands,  and  certainly  some  could  be  used  as  such 
although  the  weight,  in  my  opinion,  is  somewhat  agadnii 
the  use  of  them  for  that  purpose.  Again,  the  price  !  Wlw 
so  expensive  ?  Surely  a  good  dapping  rod  could  be  had 
for,  say,  123.  or  15s.  ? 

I  was  very  much  amused  at  the  fishing  pond  in  the 
centre  of  the  building,  where  one  could  catch  fish  with  rod, 
float,  and  hook.  There  ought  to  be  a  run  on  this  attrac- 
tion.—Yours  truly,         _____  Z, 

"  AN  ANGLER'S  PARADISE." 

"  I  know  a  spot  whereon  the  '  wild  mint '  grows, 
At  the  margin  of  which  an  angler's  par^ise  flows." 

This  is  not  the  recital  of  an  overheard  fishing  story,  but 
a  veritable  fact,  insomuch  that  the  writer  bad  the  same 
piece  of  water  under  his  control  for  a  matter  of  nearly  six 
years,  turning  into  this  same  stream  some  thousands  of 
trout  fry  yearly.  At  that  time  it  was  most  strictly  pre- 
served, and  but  a  select  few  were  allowed  the  privilege  of 
casting  a  line.  The  writer's  duty  besides  trout  rearing 
was  to  shoot  and  trap_  all  such  as  swans,  herons,  ducks, 
gulls,  and  kingfishers  in  the  feather  line  ;  then  came  the 
finny  tribe  of  gourmands,  such  as  jack,  eels,  perch,  chub, 
&c.,  all  of  which  were  exceedingly  plentiful ;  also  the  | 
human  poachers,  which  were  also  numerous,  but  they  did  I 
not  come  under  the  category  of  being  trapped  or  shot,  but 
strictly  kept  at  bay.  The  reader  will  naturally  imagine 
good  sport  must  consequently  have  been  obtained,  which 
the  villagers  at  that  time  could  fully  corroborate  from  the 
quantities  distributed  among  them. 

This  angler's  paradise  forms  a  portion  of  a  river  which 
flows  for  several  miles  through  a  nobleman's  estate,  and 
this  particular  portion,  taking  a  bee-line,  is  rather  over  a 
mile  and  a  half  in  length,  but,  the  river  being  very 
tortuous,  by  following  its  windings  would  make  its 
length  rather  over  three  miles,  with  but  few  obstacles  to 
impede  the  angler  on  either  side  of  the  stream.  To  give 
even  a  slight  account  of  creels  filled  with  fish  during  the 
above  few  years  would  occupy  too  much  valuable  space, 
and,  being  strictly  private,  would  probably  be  out  of  place 
for  the  writer  to  do  so.  But  as  the  fish  hatchery  has  been 
done  away  with  some  years,  and  all  impedimenta  in  the  river 
and  streams  for  their  (the  trout)  safety  removed,  the 
river  has  resumed  its  former  state,  viz.,  fish  of  all  kind 
are  found,  where  trout  only  were  securely  kept  before 
The  last  day's  fishing  had  by  myself  and  assistant,  whicl 
I  am  at  liberty  to  give,  may  prove  interesting  and  wort  I 
repeating. 

Starting  at  6  a.m.,  for  the  last  time  we  should  enjoy 
ourselves  on  this  particular  water,  we  were  determined 
(fate  permitting)  to  see  what  we  oould  do  ;  we  fished  until 
5  p.m.,  sport  being  Al.  We  partook  of  our  refreshment* 
and  cosy  pipes  still  fishing,  and  were  thoroughly  tired  out 
when  the  time  came  for  packing  up.  The  following  show!^ 
the  number  of  fish  retained  (a  number  of  even  sizeable  fis' 
were  returned) :  Jack,  seven,  lllb.,  121b..  121b,,  lUb 
101b.,  161b.,  18Jlb. ;  chub,  fourteen,  largest  SJlb.,  a  casto 
which  was  taken  and  is  now  in  the  writer's  possession 
tench,  four,  the  largest  4|lb.,  cast  also  taken,  which 
now  hanging  on  the  same  wall  with  the  chub;  perch 
seven,  largest  If  lb.,  many  were  seen  considerably  larger, 
but  seemed  off  their  feed ;  roach,  nil,  as  we  did  not  try fo' 
them,  but  they  are  there,  and  over  2lb.  each.  Eels  run  o' 
an  enormous  size.  Caught  two,  51b.,  71b.  The  writer  hsh 
taken  one  of  SJlb.  from  the  same  water,  which  was  alB> 
cast  and  painted,  &c.  Gudgeon  and  minnows  art 
exceedingly  fine,  dace  not  very  plentiful,  crayflsl- 
are  found  in  the  tributaries,  having  been  introduced,  tin' 
fluctuate,  sometimes  being  more  plentiful  than  others  ;  bu' 
trout,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  of  the  past,  although  theri 
may  be  an  old  "nigger"  to  be  found  in  some  of  the  ol>i 
tree  trunks  as  of  yore.  .- 

Your  readers  must  kindly  excuse  my  not  naming  the 
locality,  or  giving  the  noble  proprietor's  name,  for  two 
reasons :  Firstly,  the  writer  does  not  wish  him  to  hi- 
hampered  by  numerous  letters  and  questions ;  secondly 
am  awaiting  private  information  respecting  this  part'  mi 
water,  which  shall  be  duly  communicated  in  the  F 
Quzette  as  soon  as  completed.    My  object  at  thisparticulii 
time  is  to  state  that  all  fisbable  waters  are  not  as  yet  aii 
open  to  those  who  would  like  to  know  of  their  whereabontp 
— Yonrs  truly,  Frank  Gosden. 


A  Go-AS-YOO-}-i,EA8K  TOOKNAMBNT  for  0,  dlstanoe  of  flT«  o' 
six  bundred  miles  would,  no  doubt,  attraot  great  attention 
amongat  pedeatriana.  Feats  of  endurance  which  call  forth 
worthy  emulation  have  the  effect  of  Improving  the  phytlcui 
standard  of  our  young  men.  They  learn  that  the  tralnlii: 
reiiuiaito  demands  cleanliness,  sobriety,  and  regular  living  ai  tli 
tirat  oBsenlials  of  succeeH.  ThiB,  of  eourae.  tenches  the  Imsc 
that  HolIoway'B  Pills  and  Ointment  are  rapid  aids  for  bringing  > 
nion  Into  the  pink  of  condition.  They  sticuglhon  the  coDBtlHi 
tlon,  purify  the  blood,  promote  digoalion,  and  oletnae  tli 
Btomttoh.  The  Ointment  diBperBoa  Btlffnees  of  the  iointi,  »n  ' 
maliea  the  musclei  like  steel  iu  their  strength  and  flexibility. 
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SATURDAY,  MARCH  24th,  1900. 


THE  THAMES  AS  A  SALMON  RIVER. 


It  ma^,  perhaps,  be  remembered  by  the  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  that  some  twelve  months 
ago  I  contributed  an  article  nnder  the  above 
heading,  pointing  out  what,  in  my  opinion,  were 
the  main  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  successful 
attempt  at  restoring  to  the  Thames  its  former  glory 
as  a  salmon  river.  A  papr  read  during  the  past 
week  by  Dr.  Clowes,  the  Chief  Chemist  to  the  Lon- 
don County  Council,  dealing  generally  with  the 
results  of  his  experiments  on  the  bacterial  purifica- 
tion of  London  sewage,  encourages  me  to  again 
seek  the  columns  of  the  Gazette,  since  the  conclu- 
sions arrived  at  are  so  entirely  in  harmony  with 
the  views  previously  expressed  by  me. 

The  statements  principally  affecting  those 
interested  in  this  matter  are  as  follows  : — 

"  8.  The  sewage  effluent  from  the  coke  bed  is 
entirely  free  from  offensive  odour  and  remains 
inoffensive  and  odourless  even  after  it  has  been 
kept  for  a  month.  .  .  .  Many  pond  and  river  fish 
have  been  kept  in  this  constantly-renewed  effluent 
for  a  month,  and  were  found  to  be  perfectly 
healthy  at  the  end  of  that  period." 

"11.  The  introduction  of  such  a  sewage  effluent 


into  the  Lower  Thames  appears  to  be  unobjec- 
tionable. .  .  .  The  effluent  will  be  suitable  for  the 
maintenance  in  the  river  of  healthy  fish  life." 

These  conclusions  are  arrived  at  as  the  result 
of  some  three  years'  experiment  on  a  large  scale, 
and  may  be  accepted  wholly,  agreeing  as  they  do 
with  the  experience  of  all  who  have  studied  the 
question  of  the  bacterial  purification  of  sewage. 
And  now  that  the  controIUng  authority  has  itself 
proved  the  case,  it  remains  for  Londoners  to  see 
that  the  knowledge  so  obtained  is  made  available 
by  removing  the  source  of  pollution  which  at 
present  exists,  and  giving  us  again  a  clean  and 
sweet  river.  The  Thames  Conservancy  has  done 
splendid  work  during  the  past  few  years,  and 
many  a  local  authority  has  been  compelled  to  put 
its  house  in  order ;  but  London,  the  greatest 
sinner  of  all,  is  permitted  to  pour  some  200,000,000 
gallons  of  bad  effluent  daily  into  the  river,  only, 
apparently,  because  the  water,  being  bra«kish, 
could  not  anyhow  be  used  for  domestic  purposes. 
But  this  should  surely  nowlbe  stepped.  It  would  be 
unreasonable  te  demand  at  Barking  and  Crossness 
such  an  effluent  as  is  properly  required  above  locks, 
and  especially  above  the  intakes  of  the  various 
water  companies.  But  the  effluent  described  by 
Dr.  Clowes,  which  is  produced  by  only  once 
treating  the  partially-settled  sewage  on  a  coarse 
grain  bacterial  filter,  will  meet  all  requirements 
from  the  sanitarian's  or  fisherman's  point  of  view, 
and  should  surely  be  insisted  upon.  I  have 
bef«re  pointed  out  how  salmon  in  attempting  te 
leave  or  return  to  the  Thames  would  have  to  pass 
through  a  belt  several  miles  in  length,  in  which 
the  degree  of  aeration  is  so  low  that  they  would  in 
all  probability,  if  they  faced  it  at  all,  die  of  suffo- 
cation befoi-e  they  had  got  any  distance  into  it. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  this  is  the  principal 
effect  of  an  excess  of  sewage  matter  in  a  river ;  the 
fish  are  not  poisoned,  but  smothered,  owing  to  the 
rapid  absorption  of  oxygen  from  the  water  by  the 
organic  matters.  And  just  this  would  be  abso- 
lutely remedied  by  the  conversion  of  the  present 
foul  effluent  into  that  described  in  the  "con= 
elusions  "  quoted  above. 

Nor  need  Londoners  feai*  the  expense.  The 
saving  in  working  cost  would  more  than  meet  the 
annual  outlay  for  interest  and  repayment  of 
capital ,  The  chemicals  alone  cost  at  present  some 
£'20,000,  and  the  difference  in  the  quantity  of 
sludge  to  be  carried  to  sea  would  probably  save 
sufficient  for  these  two  items  alone  to  make  up  the 
interest  at  3  per  cent,  on  a  capital  outlay  of  one 
million.  And  that  million,  spent  judiciously, 
would,  without  any  cost  to  the  ratepayers  beyond 
that  which  they  now  bear,  go  a  very  long  way 
towards  the  conversion  of  bad  into  good,  and 
towards  really  purifying  our  river. 

Let  the  Thames  salmon  lovers  keep  on  hitting 
at  this  nail  and  drive  it  home.  Once  they 
succeed  in  getting  200,000,000  gallons  a  day  of 
bacterial  effluent,  instead  of  the  present  foul 
sewage  (for  it  is  only  crude  sewage  minus  about 
four-fifths  of  the  suspended  solids),  once  they  do 
this  there  will  be  nothing  to  prevent  the  salmon 
from  passing  from  the  fresh  watef  above  to  the 
salt  below,  or  vice  versa,  in  so  far  as  the  chemical 
quality  of  the  river  is  concerned  ;  and  since  the  only 
other  possible  obstacle  is  the  steamer  traffic,  which 
experience  on  other  rivers  shows  must  be  dis- 
regarded. The  chemical  condition  of  the  water 
is  practically  the  only  point  te  be  considered. 

Geoege  Thudichum. 


AN  EXPERT  ANGLER. 


During  the  spawning  season  swans,  geese, 
ducks,  and  other  species  of  waterfowl,  are  not 
regarded  by  the  angling  fraternity  with  a  kindly 
and  appreciative  eye.  All  aquatic  birds  are 
inveterate  spawn  eaters,  and,  although  in  gratify, 
ing  their  predilection  in  this  direction,  they  are 
only  carryng  out  the  thinning  process  by  which 
Nature  maintains  the  balance  of  life  in  our 
inland  waters,  they  perform  their  work  with  a 
thoroughness,  and  exhibit  a  devotion  to  duty, 
which  makes  them  objecte  of  general  dislike  and 
reprobation.  But  great  as  is  the  destruction  of 
embryo  fish  through  the  efforts  of  the  commoner 
domestic  and  wild  waterfowl,  anglers  may  feel 
deeply  thankful  that  these  do  not  include  the 
cormorant  among  their  ranks,  or  it  is  very  probable 
that  there  would  not  be  any  fishing  at  all.  So  far  as 
I  know  to  the  contrary,  these  interesting  feathered 


poachers  are  seldom,  except  under  stress  of 
weather,  met  with  very  far  inland,  but  where  they 
are  found,  prefer  to  restrict  their  operations  to 
the  mouths  of  the  estuaries  and  the  quieter  parts 
of  the  sea  coast.  This  is  an  exceedingly  fortunate 
circumstance,  so  far  as  angling  is  concerned,  and 
one  which  considerably  raises  the  cormorant  in 
my  estimation,  for,  strongly  as  I  advocate  the 
protection  of  the  wild  birds,  if  cormorants  appeared 
in  our  midst  with  the  same  freedom  shown  by 
the  sea-gulls  I  should  be  one  of  the  first  to 
institute  a  movement  for  their  extermination. 
From  what  I  had  read  of  the  cormorant  as 
a  fisherman,  I  was  inclined  te  think  that 
something  of  a  journalistic  halo,  emanating 
from  the  cloudy  regions  of  fiction,  had  been 
placed  around  its  head,  but  it  was  only  recently 
that  I  had  the  opportunity  of  watehing  some  of 
them  actually  at  work,  and  now  I  must  honestly 
confess  that  I  am  willing  to  beUeve  anything 
that  may  be  said  about  them.  How  I  came 
across  them  was  in  this  wise.  The  sheet  of 
ornamental  water  in  the  Regent's  Park  has 
become  overstocked  with  roach ;  in  fact,  so 
numerous  are  they  that  the  authorities  have  been 
placed  at  some  difficulty  te  know  how  to  keep 
their  numbers  within  reasonable  bounds  without 
resorting  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  netting 
the  place.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  they  might 
have  sought  the  assistance  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion and  the  Anglers'  Association,  and  thus  saved 
themselves  any  further  bother;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, although  on  several  occasions  cargoes  of 
fish  have  been  netted  out  of  the  Serpentine 
during  the  last  few  years,  and  were  given  to  a 
private  fishery  which  charges  a  shilling  a  day  for 
its  tickets,  they  do  not  appear  to  be  willing  to 
allow  any  portion  of  the  stock  in  either  of  these 
waters  to  go  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  fisheries. 
Accordingly,  as  the  best  means  of  solving  the 
difficulty,  some  cormorante  were  procured  and 
turned  loose  on  the  Regent's  Park  lake,  and  from 
what  I  have  seen  of  their  performance  it  is 
probable  that  the  authorities  will  suffer  no 
further  worry  on  account  of  overstocking.  A 
few  mornings  ago  I  spent  a  very  enjoyable  time 
in  watehing  one  of  the  cormorants  catching  his 
lunch  near  the  north  island.  Since  the  cold 
weather  has  set  in  the  majority  of  the  fish 
appear  to  have  migrated  te  this  part  of  the 
lake  owing  to  the  water  being  slightly  deeper 
and  consequently  warmer  than  it  is  at  the 
eastern  end.  The  bird  went  down  eight  times 
in  a  little  under  five  minutes,  and  on  each  occa- 
sion it  came  to  the  surface  with  a  roach  of  from 
4in.  to  6in.  in  its  beak.  Subsequently  I  saw 
similar  performances  on  the  part  of  the  other 
cormorants,  onljr  one  or  two  dives  at  occasional 
intervals  resulting  in  no  capture.  There  are,  so 
far  as  I  can  see,  four  of  these  birds  on  the 
lake,  and,  as  they  possess  insatiable  appetites 
and  are  constantly  fishing,  the  fish  they  kill 
in  a  year  must  amount  to  a  tremendous  total 
per  bird.  The  maimer  in  which  they  fish  is  also 
exceedingly  interesting.  Usually  the  water  is  so 
thick  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  more  than  trace  their 
progress  by  the  line  of  bubbles  which  they  omit, 
but  one  morning  when  the  lake  was  very  clear  I 
was  able  to  follow  one  of  the  birds  hunting 
around  the  lily  inclosure  at  the  East  Suspension 
bridge.  The  cormorant,  as  it  dived,  went  down 
with  a  very  graceful  curve,  and  immediately  it 
was  under  the  surface  the  feathers,  which  are 
short  and  fine  in  texture,  lay  close  against  the 
body.  It  moved  with  marvellous  swiftness,  and 
as  it  tiavelled  along  bore  a  wonderful  resemblance 
to  an  otter.  In  the  intervals  of  leisure  which 
they  spend  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  these  hand- 
some birds  are  quite  as  amusing  as  they  ai-e  in 
the  water.  The  biggest  of  the  four  has  been 
very  assiduous  in  his  attentions  to  a  smaller  com- 
panion. I  have  an  idea  that  it  will  end  in  a 
spring-tide  wedding,  more  especially  as  he  has 
lately  become  the  possessor  of  half  a  dozen  dead 
sticks,  which  he  industriously  aiTanges  and  re- 
arranges into  the  semblance  of  the  foundation 
of  a  nest.  Where  they  are  now  placed  the 
cormorants  attract  a  large  amount  of  attention 
from  visitors  to  the  park,  and  as  fishing  is  strictly 
prohibited  there  under  pain  of  fine  they  can  do 
no  possible  harm.  Indeed,  I  am  glad  to  see  them 
because  they  awaken  so  much  interest,  but  at  the 
same  time  I  am  exceedingly  glad  that  they  do  not 
form  a  portion  of  the  waterfowl  on  any  of  our 
public  waters,  A  Veterait. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


ANNUAL  DINNER. 

The  sixty-fourth  annual  dinner  of  the  Pisca- 
torial Society  was  held  in  the  Royal  Venetian 
Chamber  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  on  Monday 
evening  last,  March  19.  The  chair  was  taken  by 
Mr.  W.  Thomas,  and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  C.  H. 
Bywatjrs,  the  stewards  being  Messrs.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf,  E.  Knowles  Foreman,  Dr.  Chas.  S. 
Patterson,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Preston  Gardner.  There 
was  a  very  good  attendance  of  members  and  their 
friends,  including  many  ladies. 

The  reception  took  place  in  the  clubroom  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society,  and  among  the  fine 
specimens  on  the  walls  that  which  came  in  for 
most  admiration  was  the  exceedingly  well  mounted 
tarpon  recently  presented  to  the  society  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Walker ;  the  fish  weighed  1451b.,  and  is  a 
grand  specimen. 

Among  those  present  were  :  Miss  Ashwell,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Boose,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Bradford, 
Mr.  D.  Bradford,  Mr.  P.  Bradford,  Miss  Brad- 
ford, Miss  W.  Bradford,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Brown,  Miss  J.  K.  Brown,  Mr.  G. 
Barrow,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Bywaters,  Mr.  P. 
Bywaters,  Mr.  E.  T.  Burrell,  Mr.  C.  Butler,  Mr. 
E.  C.  Butler,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colwell,  Mr.  H. 
Chamberlain,  Mr.  G.  J.  Chatterton,  Mr.  0. 
Chatterton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Evans,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Langley  Evans,  Mr.  J.  W.  Evans,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  Knowles  Foreman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H. 
Goodman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  G.  Preston  Gardner, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Howard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  J. 
Hill,  Mr.  Monti  H.  Jacobs,  Mrs.  Melville  Lewis, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Mayes,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  B. 
Marston,  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E. 
McFee.  Miss  Miller,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson,  Mr. 
H.  S.  Peters,  Mr.  Herbert  Peters,  Capt.  and  Mrs. 
A.  E.  Hayward  Pinch,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pharoah, 
Mr.  R.  Ramsbottom,  Miss  Sanerer,  Mrs.  Stock- 
bridge,  Mrs.  Johnston  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Senior,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  RatclifE,  Mr.  Chas. 
Straw,  Dr.  James  Staitin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Thomas,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Ward,  Mr.  C.  Walker, 
Mr.  H.  J.  Wallow,  Mr.  C.  Warner,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Walker,  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf,  Mr.  E.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  Mr.  K. 
Z  lehnsdorf . 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  repast,  the  Chair- 
man gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Queen,"  and  said 
that  she  not  only  reigned  over  the  lives  and 
destinies  of  her  many  millions  of  subjects,  but 
in  the  hearts  and  affections  of  her  people.  The 
toast  was  enthusiastically  drunk. 

Mr.  G.  J.  Chatterton  then  gave  the  toast  of 
'■  The  Army,  Navy,  and  Reserve  Forces,"  saying 
that  there  had  never  been  at  any  period  of  our 
history  a  time  when  the  defenders  of  the  nation 
were  more  honoured  by  the  people  than  at  the 
present  moment,  and  it  did  not  require  any 
eloquence  on  his  part  to  propose  this  toast  to  a 
company  of  Englishmen  and  Englishwomen. 
When  I  speak  of  the  defenders  of  this  nation  I 
mean  more  than  those  who  are  mentioned  on  the 
toast  list, "  The  Navy,  Army,  and  Reserve  Forces." 
The  Navy  is  our  first  line  of  defence,  and  it  is  by 
means  of  our  Navy  that  we  are  able  to  work  those 
miracles  in  all  parts  of  the  world  which  excite 
the  envy  and  jealousy  of  other  powers.  Now,  I 
am  not,  though  you  may  perhaps  think  I  am, 
going  to  make  a  long  speech,  bat  I  wish  also  to 
mention  our  mercantile  marine,  by  the  help  of 
which  it  is  that  we  have  been  able  to  effect 
such  rapid  transport  of  our  armies  to  far  distant 
fchores,  and  in  the  words  used  by  our  enemies  to 
perform  deeds  which  "  stagger  humanity."  What 
are  our  reserve  forces !"  I  will  tell  you  !  From  Ben 
Lomond's  rocky  shore,  from  India's  coral  strand, 
to  the  highest  mountains  and  the  deepest  mines, 
wherever  you  may  go  you  will  find  a  son  of 
England,  and  where  you  find  that  man,  there 
jou  find  one  of  the  reserve  forces.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Some  years  ago,  1  believe  about  two  hundred 
years,  a  certain  Dutch  admiral  fixed  a  broom 
to  hia  masthead,  and  said,  the  meaning  of  this 
broom  is  that  I  will  sweep  the  English  off 
the  sea ;  the  English  admiral's  reply  was  to  I 
place  a  whip  at  his  masthead  as  a  token  that 
he  would  whip  the  Dutch  off  the  sea — we 
know  what  happened.  Toe  Dutchman's  little 
Hoheiiie  did  not  come  olT,  and  only  last  year  the 
Hoers  announced  their  intention  of  sweeping  us 


into  the  sea.  I  fancy  this  little  game  won't  come 
off,  either.   (Hear,  heai-.) 

Captain  Haywaed  Pinch  replied,  and  in  a 
most  able  speech  said  that  it  was  well  known  that 
in  most  games  the  onlooker  saw  most  of  the 
moves,  and  that  the  saying  applied  equally  to  the 
game  of  war.  He  could,  from  his  position  as 
a  medical  oflBcer,  speak  without}  prejudice ;  and 
having  served  as  medical  oflScer  with  the  Black 
Watch,  the  Queen's,  the  17th  Lancers,  the  23rd 
Sikhs,  the  28  th  Devons,  the  4th  Ghurkhas,  and  the 
Royal  Artillery,  he  could  say  that  in  the  armies  of 
no  other  nation  in  the  world  are  officers  so  beloved 
by  their  men,  or  the  men  so  well  looked  after 
by  their  officers  as  in  our  armies,  and  what  such 
men  under  such  officers  were  capable  of  doing  it 
was  not  for  him  to  say.  The  eyes  of  the  world 
have  been  fixed  upon  the  doings  of  the  British 
army  for  the  last  six  months ;  and  as  regards  our 
navy,  I  cannot  do  better  than  repeat  one  of  the  last 
things  the  late  G.  W.  Steevens  said,  viz.,  that  the 
British  navy  is  the  salt  of  the  sea  and  the  salt  of 
the  earth  also.  With  regard  to  the  reserve 
forces,  it  has  been  rather  the  fashion  in  military 
circles,  even  the  best  informed,  to  sneer  at  the 
volunteers,  but  they  have  proved  that  they  are 
worthy  to  fight  side  by  side  with  the  regulars. 


fish  taken  during  the  yeai-.  Tons  of  fish  must 
have  been  shown  on  the  tables  of  this  society 
daring  those  yeai-a  which  were  of  little  use,  except 
the  prospect  of  taking  a  prize.  I  am  happy  to  say 
we  have  gone  beyond  that.  Now  we  give  cups  for 
specimen  fish  only.  I  hope  the  evolution  will  con- 
tinue, and  that  the  Piscatorial  Society  will  get 
beyond  that,  and  that  no  fishing  for  prizes  will  be 
recognised  in  the  Piscatorial  Society.  I  see  that 
the  gavel  I  hold  is  made  from  the  head  of  a  very 
smaU  pike,  presented  by  a  member  in  1837.  I 
presume  he  thought  it  was  quite  a  big  specimen, 
but  you  see  that  it  is  really  very,  very  small 
indeed,  I  should  think  the  fish  weighed  4oz. 
Now  we  consider  a  specimen  fish  should  weigh 
20lb.  or  more.  I  hope  the  Piscatorial  Society  will 
have  a  greater  future  than  it  has  had  a  past,  by 
devoting  its  efforts  to  better  purposes  than 
putting  tons  of  fish  on  its  tables  and  walls 
to  be  looked  at.  The  Piscatorial  Society  is 
very  like  a  broad  church,  embracing  alt  classes 
of  anglers.  We  have  gentlemen  in  this  society 
whom  we  appreciate,  honour,  and  admire.  They 
are  salmon  anglers,  they  are  dry-fly  fishers, 
and  wet-fly  fishers,  and  they  are  men  who  go  in 
for  coarse  fishing — though  I  do  not  myself  see 
why  pike,  perch,  roach,  dace,  &c.,  should  be  called 
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The  time  for  these  sneers  is  now  past,  and  the 
volunteers  now  stand  higher  than  ever  in  the  eyes 
of  their  countrymen.    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  Chairbian  then  proposed  "  The  Piscatorial 
Society,"  and  made  most  touching  reference  to, 
and  acknowledgment  of  the  services  rendered  to 
the  society  by  the  late  Mr.  T.  Ransome  Sachs, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  Mr.  E.  Foreman,  and  Dr. 
B  run  ton,  whose  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society  will  be  ever  remembered  as 
long  as  the  society  existed.  We  will  drink,  he  said, 
in  silence  to  the  memory  of  those  dearly  beloved 
who  have  departed,  and  whom  we  shall  see  no 
more.  Resuming  after  a  short  silence,  the  chair- 
man said :  We  have  received  in  solemn  silence  the 
memories  of  those  who  have  served  the  Piscatorial 
Society  and  have  left  us,  but  the  Piscatorial 
Society  must  live  and  go  on  and  prosper.  The 
toast  I  have  to  propose  to  you  to-night  is  that 
of  ourselves,  the  members  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society.  I  take  it  that  at  its  birth  it 
must  have  been  very  small,  and  that  it 
has  ever  since  been  in  a  state  of  evolution, 
and  an  evolution  in  the  right  direction.  I  believe 
it  was  the  custom  at  that  time,  and,  indeed,  until 
recent  years,  to  offer  prizes  for  gross  weights  of 


coarse  fish.  In  my  opinion,  no  man  has  a  righ 
to  call  himself  an  angler  who  does  not  fish  in  all 
styles.  I  have  fished  four  miles  of  good  salmon 
water  on  the  Earn,  and,  in  my  opinion,  whila  fly 
fishing  is  undoubtedly  a  delightful  method  of 
catching  salmon,  it  is  certainly  not  the  most 
scientific  or  the  most  difficult.  My  experience  of 
the  salmon  is  that  he  is  the  most  "  absent 
minded  beggar '"  you  can  find.  You  may 
try  him  with  a  large  fly,  he  makes  a  most 
furious  rush  at  it,  and  (/(-js.scs  it.  You  go  and  sit 
down  tan  minutes,  have  a  nip  of  whisky,  maybe, 
and  put  on  a  larger  fly,  and  after  a  few  minutes 
interval  you  try  him  again.  Once  more  he  makes 
a  furious  rush,  and,  as  likely  as  not,  misses.  You 
have  another  rest  and  try  him  with  a  small  fly. 
He  takes  it,  and  probably  gives  you,  if  you  know 
how  to  play  him,  some  tnirty  or  forty  minutes' 
sport,  and  he  is  yours.  I  consider  from  my 
experience  that  he  is  not  half  so  clever  as  the 
roach  or  bream,  which  you  have  to  use  all  your 
ingenuity  to  capture.  The  man  who  uses  the 
pi'awn,  spoon-bait,  or  minnow  is  in  my  opinion  the 
more  expert  fisherman,  and  it  is  more  difficult  to 
catch  fish  with  bait  than  with  fly.  I  am  sure  my 
friend,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  (who  is  laughing  at  me 
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up  his  sleeve),  will  agree  with  me  that  the 
bait  fisher  is  a  keener  angler,  and  needs  more 
skill  and  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  fish  than  does 
the  fly  fisher.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
dry-fly  and  wet-fly  fishing — the  dry-fly  fisherman 
will  tell  you  his  method  is  the  best  and  most  skil- 
ful of  all.  The  dry-fly  fisher  walks  along  the 
banks  of  the  stream  oa  the  lookout  for  a  rise  of 
fly  or  a  rising  fish.  Is  there  any  genius  about 
that  ?  He  crawls  on  his  hands  and  knees,  stalks 
his  fish,  and  then  makes  a  good  cast.  I  don't  see 
much  science  in  that.  The  wet-fly  fisherman 
must  know  the  habits  and  customs  of  fish  in  every 
possible  way.  He  doesn't  go  "  chucking  and 
chancing  it."  His  experience  tells  him  there 
ought  to  be  a  trout  just  "there,"  and  he  must 
throw  his  wet  fly  with  accuracy  and  delicacy 
or  he  will  lose  his  fish.  Wet-fly  fishing 
in  my  opinion  is  the  most  scientific  way. 
But  my  experience  is  that  the  angler  who  can 
take  a  basket  of  fish  at  the  end  of  July  or 
August,  when  the  water  is  dead  low  and  as  clear 
as  gin,  is  a  greater  angler  than  either  of  the  fly 
fishermen,  because  it  is  much  more  difficult  to 
learn  than  the  other  methods  of  capturing 
trout.  Hence,  I  maintain  no  angler  ought  to 
consider  himsel  a  master  in  the  art  un- 
less he  can  fish  well  with  the  dry  and 
wet  flies,  and  be  a  sMlful  worm  fisher. 
I  consider  it  would  be  well  if  this  society 
would  exert  itself  in  the  direction  of  breeding 
fish,  and  filling  our  ponds  and  rivers  with 
perch  and  pike,  and  so  on,  and  in  the  repro- 
duction of  salmon  in  salmon  rivers.  Then  some 
day  we  may  possibly  have  salmon  in  the  Thames. 
My  friend  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  is  anxious  to  see 
the  salmon  restored  to  the  Thames,  and  I  hope  he 
may  succeed  in  his  efforts  for  this  end,  but  I  look 
on  the  Thames  as  the  fishing  river  in  the  kingdom, 
and  if  you  succeed  in  getting  salmon  back  into 
the  Thames  you  will  at  once  have  the  various 
landlords,  &c.,  making  such  claims  and  charges 
for  fishing  that  no  poor  angler  will  ever  be  able 
to  catch  a  fish.  What  I  believe  in  is  the  repro- 
duction of  salmon  in  the  Scotch,  Irish,  and  Welsh 
rivers.  But  what  is  the  use  of  trying  to  restore 
salmon  to  the  rivers  as  long  as  you  permit  every 
river  and  stream  to  be  spoiled  and  poisoned  with 
refuse  from  dye  works,  distilleries,  &c.  ?  The 
objects  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  should  be  to 
prevent  this,  and  to  endeavour  to  form  an  associa- 
tion composed  of  all  angling  societies  through- 
out the  kingdom — a  kind  of  trade  unionism — to 
unite  as  one  great  and  powerful  body  to  maintain 
any  angling  rights  we  have,  to  demand  that  our 
rivers  shall  be  pure  from  their  source  to  the  sea, 
and  the  removal  of  all  dams  and  obstructions 
which  now  prevent  the  salmon  from  going  to  the 
upper  reaches  to  spawn,  and  to  reproduce  their 
species.  Some  such  scheme  will,  I  hope,  be  the 
future  destiny  of  this  society. 

The  Chairman  then  read  letters  from  the 
following  gentlemen,  regretting  their  absence : 
Col.  A.  C.  P.  Haggard,  Dr.  P.  D.  Head,  Mr.  H. 
Harden,  Mr.  Le  Fevre,  and  Dr.  Ogner  Ward. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Wheelet  then  proposed  "  The 
Press,"  saying ;  The  thanks  of  all  anglers  are  due 
to  the  angling  press.  If  we  want  information  on 
any  subject,  our  editors  are  only  too  glad  to  give 
it,  and  anything  they  cannot  tell  us  is  not  worth 
knowing.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  find  anglers 
now  being  looked  upon  as  sportsmen.  The  daily 
press  also  are  continually  inserting  notes  on 
angling,  &c.  In  the  name  of  this  society  I  tender 
our  most  sincere  congratulations  to  Mr.  Wm. 
Senior  on  his  assumption  of  the  editorship  of  the 
Field,  and  on  behalf  of  this  society  I  wish 
Mr.  Senior  every  success.  I  thank  Mr.  Marston 
for  the  good  he  is  doing  us,  and  other  papers  as 
well.  We  have  also  the  Field,  Land  and  Water, 
Angler,  Sportsman,  who  all  insert  items  of 
interest  to  anglers,  and  our  sincere  thanks  are 
due  to  all  these  papers.  I  give  you,  gentlemen, 
the  toast  of  "  The  Angling  Press,"  and  couple 
with  the  toast  the  names  of  Mr.  Wm.  Senior  and 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston. 

Mk.  Senior  responded,  saying,  Mr.  Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Let  me 
thank  my  friend,  Mr.  Wheeley,  for  congratulating 
me  upon  a  certain  change  which  took  place 
in  my  habits  of  life  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year.  I  have  received  many  congratulations 
on  this  change,  but  none,  I  feel  sure,  more 
sincere  than  those  tendered  me  to-night.  But  I 
know  not  whether  to  take  them  as  (Congratulations 


or  condolences,  as  there  is  danger  of  the  Editor 
of  the  Field  knocking  "  Redspinner "  on  the 
head,  and  I  am  sure  that  many  know  "  Red- 
spinner "  who  have  never  heard  of  Mr.  Senior. 
It  has  been  the  delight  of  my  life  to  write  on 
angling,  and  I  have  always  endeavoured  so  to 
write  as  to  interest  non-anglers  as  well  as  anglers. 
A  good  many  years  ago  now  I  was  in  Queensland, 
staying  with  a  squatter  to  whom  I  was  introduced 
as  thechief  of  the  Hansard  staff ;  but  thisannounce- 
ment  brought  no  new  light  into  that  8(iuatter'8 
eyes,  he  merely  nodded,  expectorated,  and  lighted 
his  cigar  again.  But  later  my  friend  mentioned 
that  I  was  "  Redspinner."  "  Eh  !  What's  that  1 
What's  that !  1 "  and  straight  over  to  me  came  the 
squatter,  hand  outstretched,  ignoring  the  table 
and  chairs,  &c.,  which  flew  in  all  directions. 
"  You  '  Redspinner,'  my  word  ! "  After  that  I  was 
the  idol  of  the  place,  and  my  friend,  who  was  no 
less  than  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  was  nowhere. 
It  is  cui-ious,  but  every  time  I  have  spoken  here 
my  friend  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  has  followed  me, 
and  it  has  always  been  my  practice  on  previous 
occasions  in  replying  to  this  toast  to  leave  it  to  my 
friend  Mr.  Marston  to  speak  on  press  matters.  I 
am  not  inclined  to  alter  my  previous  usage. 
(Laughter.)  I  am  glad,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
you  had  the  courage  to  do  what  is  often 
thought  an  improper  thing  to  do,  and  that 
is  to  refer  to  those  who  have  gone.  The 
Piscatorial  Society  is  like  a  flourishing  tree, 
the  old  branches  fall  off,  but  there  are 
always  young  ones  to  go  on.  One  of  the 
most  fascinating  facts  about  angling  is  the 
closeness  with  which  all  anglers  are  welded 
together  in  bonds  of  friendship.  It  forms  a 
strong  social  bond,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  you  have  ladies  at  your  successful  dinners 
and  other  gatherings.  May  they  ever  continue  to 
grace  those  gatherings  with  their  presence  and 
smiles.  I  remember  meeting  our  friend  the 
chairman  on  the  Erne  some  time  back,  and  if  my 
friend  on  the  left  here  will  allow  me  to  say  so,  he 
caught  a  fish  there  to  some  purpose.  Well,  as  to 
which  caught  the  other,  of  course,  I  cannot  say. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  following  Mr.  Senior, 
said  :  It  is  always  my  good  fortune  or  ill-fortune 
to  follow  my  old  friend  Mr.  Senior,  one  of  the 
best  after-dinner  speakers  on  the  Press ;  you  will 
appreciate  the  diffidence  I  feel  in  rising  to  follow 
him.  I  thank  the  Piscatorial  Society  for  having 
supported  me  in  a  little  scheme  which  will  appeal 
to  all  ladies  and  gentlemen  present,  the  suggestion 
of  one  of  your  members,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf. 
In  November  last  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  came  to  me 
and  asked  if  I  did  not  think  we  ought  to  do 
something  for  our  wounded  soldiers  who  came 
home  from  South  Africa;  I  said  I  was  afraid 
our  pockets  were  so  called  upon  by  all  the 
other  funds.  However,  we  started  that  little 
fund,  and,  thanks  to  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
the  fund  has  risen  to  over  £200.  I  am  pleased  to 
tell  you  I  have  been  able  to  make  a  present  of 
tobacco  to  every  wounded  soldier  or  sailor  back 
from  the  war  up  to  the  present  time — over  a 
thousand  quarter  pound  tins  of  tobacco  and  many 
thousands  of  cigarettes  already — and  they  have 
greatly  appreciated  it.  I  have  still  a  large  fund 
in  reserve  for  them.  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  tells  me 
that  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster,  they 
have  a  novel  fishing  game  going  on,  the  proceeds 
of  which  are  to  be  handed  over  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  Tobacco  Fund,  and  which  has  already 
brought  in  a  considerable  sum.  From  letters  I 
have  received  from  soldiers  and  sailors  at  Netley, 
Woolwich,  and  Devonport,  I  can  assure  you  they 
are  most  delighted  that  we  anglers  have  recognised 
their  services  to  the  country.  I  was  very  glad, 
indeed,  to  find  that  our  chairman  referred  so 
kindly  to  our  old  friends,  the  late  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs, 
Mr.  Foreman,  Dr.  Brunton,  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Brougham.  I  think  Mr.  Brougham  was  the 
original  cause  of  my  becoming  a  member  of  this 
society.  We  shall  all  miss  their  services  to 
angling  and  fish  culture  as  long  as  we  live.  I 
was  talking  to  my  youngsters  one  night  recently, 
and  I  said  to  them  that  we  all  ought  to  be  rifle- 
men. I  said  that  I  intended  to  join  a  rifle  club. 
"  I  suppose  that  is  another  excuse  for  going 
fishing,'  said  my  wife.  (Laughter.)  I  told  the  Fly 
Fishers  a  story  of  an  angler  who  lived  till  he  was 
160  years  of  age ;  how  he  did  it  was  by  being  an 
angler,  and  I  said  to  my  wife  that  I  had  a  recipe 
for  living  to  be  16!)  years  old.    She  asked  what  it 


was,  and  when  1  told  her,  she  said ;  "  You  had 
better  burn  it.  If  you  live  to  that  age  what  I 
shall  do  with  you  I  do  not  know."  (Laughter.) 
In  the  name  of  the  Press  I  thank  you  for  the  way 
in  which  you  have  received  this  toast. 

Mb.  C.  Butler  proposed  "  The  Ladies,"  and 
said  that  it  was  the  custom  to  call  upon  the 
youngest  bachelor  in  the  room  to  respond 
to  this  toast,  but  on  this  occasion  we  have  deviated 
from  the  usual  rule,  and  in  calling  upon  Mr. 
Horace  H.  Brown  I  may  remark  that  it  is  never 
too  late  to  mend. 

Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown,  rising  to  respond, 
said  :  You  all  know,  the  married  men  among  you 
especially,  that  it  is  not  only  by  word  of  mouth 
that  the  ladies  are  eloquent.  There  is  a  look  that 
mamma  will  pass  across  the  dinner  table  when 
papa  is  a  little  wicked  or  vulgar,  you  know.  Not 
a  word  is  spoken,  but  it  says  "  Charley,  dear,"  or 
"  Tom,  my  love,"  as  the  case  may  be.  A  tear  on 
beauty's  cheek  is  eloquent.  It's  a  v;inner  eveiy 
time ;  it  means  the  lady  is  going  to  have  her  own 
way ;  and  she  gets  it,  too,  you  bet.  Put  your 
money  on  tears  every  time — they  are  a  cert.  Tear 
Drop,  first ;  Old  Man's  Opinion,  stumbled  at  the 
last  obstacle,  and  walked  in  with  the  crowd. 
When  tears  loom  large  on  beauty's  horizon,  take 
care,  or  heaven  may  be  elsewhere.  Careful  where 
you  place  the  aspirate,  please. 

Dr.  Chas.  S.  Patterson,  in  proposing  "  The 
Visitors,"  said  his  task  was  a  difficult  one  for 
several  reasons,  as  speaking  of  new  faces  one 
might  say  that  they  were  like  angels'  visits,  few  and 
far  between.  The  majority  of  our  visitors  were 
old,  familiar  friends,  whom  we  had  welcomed,  not 
merely  this  year,  but  in  many  years  gone  by. 
There  was  little  to  discuss  this  evening  fave  and 
except  the  chairman's  remai-ks  as  regards  bait 
fishing  for  salmon,  which  were  most  evidently  put 
forward  as  the  red  rag  to  the  bull.  Speaking  of 
red  ragp,  he  had  heard  this  evening  that  two  of 
the  most  prominent  members  of  this  society  had 
fished  a  well-known  salmon  river  in  Norway  for 
two  months  unsuccessfully,  although  they  had 
tried  every  conceivable  and  unconceivable  bait, 
from  red  rag  to  a  piece  of  pork.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  the  chairman's  remarks  about  bait 
fishing  for  falmon  had  been  caused  by  his 
old  Irish  memories  of  rowling  the  wurrum, 
no  doubt  revived  by  the  close  proximity  of 
St.  Patrick's  Day.  Well!  on  this  occasion  we 
had  all  been  Irishmen,  whether  native  born  or 
not.  In  proposing  "  The  Visitors,"  he  begged  to 
couple  with  that  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  Rams- 
bottom,  of  Manchester,  which  name  was  a  house- 
hold word  to  all  users  of  silkworm  gut.  This 
gentleman  was  united  with  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  in  the 
fishing  now  going  on  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  in 
spite  of  its  being  the  close  season,  which  sport  he 
was  glad  to  hear  was  bringing  in  increased  con- 
tributions to  the  Tobacco  Fund  for  our  wounded 
soldiers  and  sailors  raised  by  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Mr.  Ramsbottom,  responding  for  the  visitors, 
said  :  When  I  paid  my  first  visit  to  this  room  I 
did  not  know  this  south  country  and  its  fishermen, 
and  had  the  best  confidence  in  my  own  merits  as 
a  fisherman.  I  really  thought  I  could  hold  my 
own  fairly  well.  I  came  down  here  and  fished 
four  or  five  days  on  the  Teat,  and  it  was  a  test.  I 
met  three  novices,  and  they  could  fish  better,  and 
knew  more  than  I  did.  The  names  of  the  novices 
were  Marryat,  Halford,  and  Hall.  (Laughter.)  I 
belonged,  I  suppose,  to  that  contemned  order  of 
fishermen  of  the  "  chuck  and  chance  it "  kind,  and 
till  then  I  had  not  seen  the  higher  art  of  fishing. 
Never  had  I  seen  anything  that  so  attracted  my 
admiration.  Meeting  Halford  and  Marryat  one 
day,  I  said,  "  Come  and  let  me  see  you  fish,  I  have 
seen  a  couple  of  fish  put  up."  We  went  out,  and 
had  not  gone  far  before  we  saw  trout  rising  near 
the  shore,  two  or  three  inches  from  the  side  of  the 
sedges.  I  said  to  Marryat,  "  You  catch  it."  He 
caught  it.  Altogether  we  saw  four  fish  rise,  and 
Marryat  caught  the  four — it  was  the  highest 
example  of  the  art  of  fishing  I  had  ever  seen.  I 
thank  you  in  the  name  of  the  visitors,  and  for  the 
compliment  paid  to  me  in  coupling  my  name  with 
the  toast. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters,  in  proposing  the  toast 
of  "  The  Chairman,"  said  that  it  gave  him  the 
graatest  pleasure  to  propose  this  toast,  and 
that  if  he  failed  to  come  up  to  their  expecta- 
tions he  would  have  to  do  the  best  he  could.  He 
then,  in  a  very  neatly  turned  and  complimentary 
speech,  referred  to  the  chairman's  connection  with 
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the  society,  and  his  merits  as  a  fisherman  and  a 
companion,  which,  he  said,  were  of  the  highest 
order.  They  all  knew  Mr.  Thomas  too  well  for  it 
to  be  necessary  for  him  to  dwell  upon  his  many 
good  qualities ;  he  was  sure  they  were  all  greatly 
obliged  to  Mr.  Thomas  for  the  able  manner  in 
which  he  had  presided  on  this  most  pleasant 
occasion,  and  hoped  to  see  him  at  many 
similar  gatherings  in  years  to  come.  He  then 
gave  them  "  The  Chairman."  The  toast  was 
received  with  applause. 

The  Chairman  responded  briefly,  and  thanked 
Mr.  By  waters  for  his  kindly  references  to  himself, 
and  expressed  his  pleasure  at  the  reception 
accorded  to  the  toast. 

Mr.  Thomas  then  proposed  "  The  Vice-Chair- 
man,"  which  toast  was  heartily  received,  and 
acknowledged  by  Mr.  Bywaters. 

During  the  intervals  between  the  toasts  a 
capital  musical  entertainment  was  rendered,  the 
nrtistee  being  Miss  Jessie  Hotine,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Bovett,  Mr.  Arthur  Grover,  Mr.  Geo.  Blackmore, 
and  Mr.  Fred  Upton,  who  regaled  the  company 
with  a  few  most  humorous  anecdotes  which 
appealed  to  all  present. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  FLY  CASTING 
CLUB. 


Medal  contests,  series  1900,  contest  No.  1,  held 
at  Stow  Lake,  Feb.  17  and  18.  "Wind,  westerly ; 
weather,  foggy — cold. 

First  Dat. 
KTcnt  Erent 

No.  1.       No.  2.  KventNo.  3,  , 

Distance.  Accuracy.      Acc.        Del.  Net 
Feet.       Percent.    Percent  Percent.  Percent. 


Batttt    —  83  92.8  71  8  82.2 

Brooki   80  70.4  76.8  60  67.10 

Brotherton  ...  104  —  —         —  — 

Edwards    83  91  88  8  74  2  81  5 

Goloher    Ill  89.4  90.4  76.8  83  6 

Mansfield   —  95.8  92  76.8  84  4 

Mnller   99  93.4  86  8  74  2  80.5 

Seed   80  91.4  93.8  68.4  81 

Vogelsang  ...  90  —  —         —  — 

Yonag    96  93  4  89  4  73  4  81.4 

Second  Day. 

Brotherton...  105  90  4  88.8  70  79  4 

CroweU   —  80.4  79  62.6  70.9 

Daverkosen  ,.  106.6  89  86.4  70.10  78.7 

Goloher    113  91.8  94  79.2  86.7 

Klein   76  83  88  57.6  72  9 

Mansfield   —  91  92  75.10  83.11 

Mocker   84  —  —         —  — 

Stratton    85  74  8  84  8  67.6  71.1 

Turner   79  81.8  87.4  71.8  79.6 


Event  No.  4,  Lare  Casting,  no  details.  Fractions  are 
twelfths. 

Judges,  Brotherton,  Goloher,  Turner;  referee» 
Mansfield.  Officers  elected  for  1900:  President. 
Walter  D.  Mansfield;  vice-president,  F.  H.  Reed; 
treasurer,  H.  F.  Mailer ;  secretary,  Horace  Smyth ; 
executive  committee.  Col.  G«o.  C.  Edwards, 
John  P.  Babcock,  C.  G.  Young,  Jas.  S.  Turner, 
Edw.  Everett ;  captains.  A,  E.  Lovett  and  T.  W. 
Brotherton. — Forest  and  Stream. 

[It  is  a  pity  our  friends  do  not  give  the  length 
and  weight  of  rods,  &c.  Mr.  Mansfield  seems  to 
have  been  barred  in  the  distance  casting,  and  yet 
many  of  the  competitors  cast  over  30yds. — 
presumably  with  10ft.  trout  rods, — Ed.  F.  G.] 


REMINISCENCES  OF  THAMES 
DITTON. 


Although  I  have  for  a  succession  of  jears 
been  a  "  constant  reader  "  from  "  kiver  to  kiver  " 
of  the  Fishing  Oazette,  I  do  not  remember  seeing 
any  detailed  account  of  the  charming  riverside 
town  whose  name  appears  as  the  headline  of  this 
article.  At  the  time  of  penning  these  lines,  the 
sun  is  shining  in  all  its  early  springtime  splendour, 
while  the  river  below,  full  to  the  brim,  is  rushing 
in  resistless  force  to  the  embraces  of  old  Father 
Neptune,  whose  aquatic  home  is  popularly  sup- 
posed to  be  the  safeguard  of  our  tight  little 
island.  Harking  back  to  the  late  forties,  I  well 
remember  those  summer  trips  which  we,  as  boys, 
undertook  from  the  outskirts  of  London  to 
Thames  Ditton  and  Hampton  Court — trips  that 
were  accompliuhed  without  the  aid  of  the  iron 
horse,  for  pocket  money  was  ocxmtjionally  scarce 
in  those  days,  and  "  Shank's  pony  "  was  our  only 
means  of  transport.  Only  last  autumB  as  I 
stood,  waiting  for  old  Alilbuurno,  upon  the 
bridge  at  Hampton  Court,  and  gazed  down 


the  long  stretch  of  water  that  joins  the  two 
towns,  the  tablets  of  my  memory  recalled  many 
scenes  enacted  upon  the  stream  below — the  same 
kind  of  mist  was  slowly  rising  from  the  river's 
bosom,  the  same  class  of  longshoremen  hung 
about  the  "  houses,"  and  the  same  monkey-barges 
drifted  slowly  down  in  the  direction  of  Kingston. 
There,  upon  the  left,  was  the  little  barrack 
window  of  the  room  where  I  occasionally  slept, 
and  the  same  shrill  cavalry  call,  that  summoned 
the  palace  guard  to  their  duties,  rang  out  upon 
the  morning  air,  while  below,  my  pilot  quietly 
prodded  his  punt  to  the  Castle  landing-stage. 

Thames  Ditton  is  described  to  be  a  "  parish 
and  a  village  situated  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Thames,  2^  miles  from  Kingston,  and  1^  miles 
from  Hampton  Court."  Thanks  to  Teddington 
Lock,  the  river  at  this  particular  part  is  nearly 
always  at  a  picturesque  level,  and  as  far  back  as  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII,  was  noted  as  "  a  rare  place 
for  the  catching  of  barbel " — "  bony  monsters,  not 
worth  eating,  but  prized  in  the  catching  for  the 
electric  shocks  of  their  struggles  when  hooked." 
King  Henry  most  probably  angled  in  the  Thames 
at  this  spot,  for  it  is  on  record  that  two  shillings 
were  "  paide  to  two  men  that  holpe  to  fish."  The 
village  is  on  the  Surrey  side,  and  is  a  pretty  spot, 
well  described  by  Theodore  Hook  in  his  works : 

Here  in  a  placid  waking  dream, 
I'm  free  from  worldly  troubles ; 

Calm  as  the  rippling  silver  stream 
That  in  the  suoshine  bubbles ; 

And,  when  sweet  Eden's  blissful  bowers 
Some  abler  bard  has  writ  on. 

Despairing  to  transcend  his  powers, 
I'll  ditto  say  for  Ditton. 
The  fishing  is  good  for  trout,  bai-bel,  roach, 
dace,  gudgeon,  perch,  and  jack.  Once  while 
prospecting  for  the  "  sheepish "  roach,  with  a 
well-known  Kingston  tackle  maker,  we  deter- 
mined to  adjourn  to  Ditton.  There  were  three 
men  in  the  punt,  so  two  of  us,  to  lighten  the 
labour  of  our  Kingstonian  friend,  disembarked 
and  walked  up  the  towing-path.  Our  rods  were 
placed  on  the  side  of  the  punt,  and  in  the 
orthodox  fashion.  When  our  ship  arrived  at 
Ditton  deeps  our  friend  remarked  to  me  that  he 
was  very  sorry,  but  my  roach  line  had  caught  in 
a  bush,  and  the  reel,  being  a  free-running  one, 
had  payed  out  nearly  the  fuU  lOOyds.  before  he 
had  discovered  it.  He  presented  it  to  me  in  a 
hopeless  mass  of  entanglement,  for  I  suppose 
that  in  drifting  back  to  recover  the  line  the 
punter  had  "kinked"  it — yea,  even  as  an  eel 
would  have  done.  The  reader  may  rest  assured 
that  I  did  not  compliment  our  host  upon  his 
knowledge  of  Thames  navigation. 

I  suppose  that  the  majority  of  my  readers 
know  that  beautiful  piece  of  lawn  grass  that 
stretches  from  the  Swan  to  the  small  dock 
where  the  boats  are  kept.  It  was  formerly  the 
property  of  Lord  St.  Leonards,  who  had  a  great 
objection  to  any  fisherman  mooring  a  punt 
opposite  his  lawn.  Upon  several  occasions  his 
ire  has  been  aroused  by  a  pretended  angling 
expedition  off  his  grounds.  Immediately  adjoin- 
ing the  dock  was  the  lawn  of  a  decent-sized  villa, 
which  was  the  habitat  of  two  city  friends  of  mine 
who  clubbed  together  for  the  purposes  of  house- 
keeping. Their  names  were  Jackman  and 
Hurday,  the  latter  being  a  6ft.  2in.  specimen  of  a 

Jovial  Englishman.  It  was  upon  the  occasion  of 
ackman's  birthday,  in  the  year  1870,  that  I 
received  an  invitation  from  him  to  run  over  to 
dinner,  and  to  take  a  friend  with  me.  I  naturally 
thought  this  to  be  a  fine  opportunity  for  a  day  s 
fishing,  so  I  aiTanged  for  old  Tom  Davis,  whose 
simple  cottage  stood  by  the  river  where  the  Mole 
enters  the  Thames,  to  meet  us  at  the  ferry  by 
the  Swan  at  9  a.m.  We  were  up  with  the  lark, 
made  all  our  arrangements,  and  at  6  a.m.  were 
fairly  on  the  road  for  Ditton.  We  found  our 
worthy  Charon  in  waiting,  and  began  work 
immediately  at  the  spot  which  is  now  known  as 
the  Waterworks  wall.  From  this  pitch  we  took  a 
few  perch,  and  then  moved  to  the  hole  just  above 
the  Swan,  where  we  captured  some  barbel,  but 
nothing  of  any  size.  Sport  began  to  be  rather 
dull,  BO  we  decided  to  make  another  move.  Said 
Tom,  "  Yeuterday,  as  I  was  coming  down,  I  saw 
just  opposite  the  sluice  at  tbe  lock  a  whole  shoal 
of  barbel  cleansing  themselves  over  the  gravel 
bed,  some  of  them  very  large.  If  they  are  in  the 
mood  they  might  feel  inclined  to  take  a  lob." 
"  Siipposo  we  try."  Wo  accordingly  worked  op 
the  Surrey  ehore,  and  dropped  quietly  down 


to  the  swim.   A  few   balls  of   ground  -  bait 
were    lowered    into    the    stream,    and  we 
commenced,  each  angler  baiting  with  a  well-scoured 
lob.   Before  long  I  felt  the  old  familiar  knock,  and 
struck  my  quarry,  which  dashed  at  once  for  mid- 
stream.   It  was  a  big  fish,  and  gave  plenty  of 
sport.    At  the  end  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  play 
I  persuaded  him  to  come  to  Tom's  net,  when  he 
was  safely  placed  in  the   punt-well.  Almost 
immediately  after  I  struck  another  of  nearly  the 
same  weight,  and  also  safely  landed  him.  Then 
my  friend  had  a  turn  with  a  nice  fish,  which,  &ft(n| 
some  trouble,  was  placed  with  the  others.   And  am 
the  merry  game  went  on  until  we  had  nine  goofl 
fish  in  the  well.    During  the  afternoon  a  periofl 
of  quietness  set  in,  but  I  felt  a  touch,  and  struon 
"  My  word ! "  exclaimed  Davis,  "  you've  got  onj 
this  time ;  hold  him  if  you  can,  the  tackle  wifl 
stand."    But  try  as  I   would,  I   could  n<M 
stop    him,    so    Davis    unmoored    the  pnofl 
and  we  followed   the   struggling   fish  belo^ 
the     bridge,    when    Davis    jumped  ashore 
and  netted  the  barbel,  which  turned  out  to  be  a 
31b,  fish,  that  I  had  hooked  in  the  tail.   We  found, 
that  while  fishing  we  had  been  playing  to  a 
gallery,  for  about  100  people  had  been  watching 
the  fun,  and  had  followed  us  down,  so  that  when 
we  landed  at  the  Castle  our  fish  were  at  onoe 
seized  and  canied  away.  "  It's  all  right,"  cried  our 
pilot,  "  they  are  only  going  to  weigh  them.''  And 
so  it  turned  out,  for  they  soon  were  brought  back. 
The  largest  was  9flb.,  and  the  next  8jlb.,  and- 
thus  they  ran  down  the  scale  of  weight.   I  would 
add  that  this  was  the  largest  barbel  that  I  have 
caught  during  my  long  angling  career. 

But  the  afternoon  was  waning,  and  it  was  time 
to  get  back  to  Cholmondeley  TiUa,  so  Tom  punted 
down  and  landed  us.  It  being,  as  I  before 
stated,  Jackman's  natal  day,  a  company  of 
ten  had  been  invited,  eight  of  whom  had 
arrived,  and  each  man  was  indulging  in  one  of 
those  long  Broseley  clays,  yclept  "Church- 
wardens." Now,  I  am  a  very  poor  smoker,  in 
fact,  I  never  now  get  beyond  the  modest 
cigarette.  But  so  strong  were  the  requests  that  I 
should  join  them,  that  I  foolishly  gave  way  to 
their  pressing  invitations,  and  quietly  took  one 
that  I  was  assured  was  as  "  mild  as  milk." 
"  There  now,"  said  Hurday,  "  You  look  like  a 
grand  Turk."  But  soon  my  feelings  were  far 
different.  The  first  few  whiffs  were  pleasant 
enough,  but  after  that  a  trembling  seized  my 
fingers,  and  the  big  di-ops  of  perspiration  stood  upon 
my  forehead  till  I  felt  that  I  must  get  out.  I 
accordingly  fixed  my  eyes  upon  the  door  handle, 
and  darted  across  the  room.  I  thought  somebody 
said,  "  I  saw  it  coming,  old  man,"  and  "  Don't 
you  feel  like  a  grand  Turk  ?"  When  I 
had  reached  the  riverside  I  felt  better, 
but  after  a  few  moments  the  paroxysms 
returned,  when  strangely  enough  the  river 
seemed  to  swirl  all  around  me.  I  endeavoured 
to  clutch  the  tree,  but  it  appeared  to  twist  itself 
out  of  my  reach.  I  tried  to  reach  tiie  summer- 
house  in  vain,  for  I  staggered  back  helplessly  and 
rolled  into  the  river.  No  doubt  the  cold  water 
brought  me  round,  for  after  floundering  about  I 
swam  to  the  dock,  where  I  was  received  by  Jack- 
man  and  Hurday,  who  had  come  out  in  search  of 
me.  Funnily  enough,  by  the  time  we  had  entered 
the  house  I  had  shaken  off  all  signs  of  illness,  and 
I  finished  up  the  day  by  eating  as  good  a  dinner 
as  any  of  the  others,  and  enjoying  it.  Hurday 
furnished  me  with  a  rig-out,  and  my  friend  and  I 
arrived  home  in  a  fly,  none  the  worse  for  our 
outing.  But  I  never  pass  Cholmondeley  Villa 
without  a  laugh  and  a  glance  at  the  tree  that  so 
mysteriously  twisted  and  slipped  out  of  my  grasp 
upon  Jackman's  birthday.  Le  Balafrk. 


SALMON  AND  FRESHWATER 
FISHERIES  ACT,   1861   to  1892. 


SALE  OF  FRESHWATER  FISH. 
The  Fishmongers*  Company  hereby  give  pubho 
notice  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act 
it  is  illegal  to  buy,  sell,  or  expose  for-sale,  or  have 
in  possession  for  sale,  any  freshwater  fish  other 
than  pollard,  trout,  char,  and  eels,  between 
March  15  and  June  15,  both  days  inclusive, 
subject  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  lOa. 

(By  order)   J.  Whench  Towsl, 
Clerk  to  the  W orshipf ul  Company  of 
Fishmongers,  London. 
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CONCERNING  CHUB. 


Since  Christmas,  chub,  so  far  as  the  majority 
of  rivers  within  reach  of  the  metropolis  are  con- 
cerned, have  given  comparatively  little  sport.  The 
chub  is  a  fish  which  is  often  in  a  biting  humour, 
but,  if  anything,  he  is  at  his  best,  both  in  appetite 
and  flesh,  during  the  early  months  of  the  year, 
but  to  get  on  equal  terms  with  him  fine  water  is 
an  absolute  necessity,  and  this  we  have  certainly 
not  had  during  the  present  winter.  Indeed,  it 
appears  to  me,  and  I  speak  from  a  lengthy 
experience  of  this  particular  branch  of  our  peace- 
ful art,  no  fish  is  so  quickly  affected  by  a  stream 
coming  into  colour.  It  does  not  matter  in  the 
slightest  degree  about  the  temperature  being  low 
so  long  as  the  water  remains  perfectly  clear. 
Perch,  pike,  and  many  other  sorts  of  fish  may  be 
perfectly  torpid  with  cold,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
entirely  off  the  feed ;  the  chub,  however,  is  of  a 
more  hardy  disposition,  and,  despite  the  rigours  of 
the  weather,  will  bite  freely  while  he  can  see  the 
bait.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  some  of  the  best  sport 
I  ever  enjoyed  in  winter  chubbing  has  been  when 
I  have  had  to  touch  the  rings  of  the  rod  with  oil 
to  prevent  them  clogging  with  ice.  On  the  other 
hand,  some  of  the  worst  has  been  when  the 
temperature  has  been  longest,  with  a  touch 
of  real  springtide  in  it,  and  the  water  for 
roach  and  perch  has  been  perfect  in  colour. 

On  occasions  such  as  these,  the  only  sure  plan 
for  picking  up  a  few  decent  fish  is  to  work  a  light 
paternoster  along  the  outside  of  reeds  or  rushes 
fringing  the  edge  of  the  river,  baited  with 
minnows  or  medium-sized  gudgeons.  If  there  is 
any  volume  of  stream,  these  are  the  spots  to 
wMch  chub  resort,  as  the  water,  being  shallow,  is 
clearer  than  in  mid-stream,  and  it  is  consequently 
better  able  to  find  food.  As  the  paternoster 
sometimes  attracts  the  attention  of  a  good  pike 
in  such  situations,  it  is  advisable  to  have  the 
hooks  mounted  on  fine  bullion  gimp,  which  is  not 
much  thicker  than  natural  gut  and  possesses 
considerably  more  strength.  The  main  line  of 
the  paternoster  should  be  about  -Syds.  in 
length,  and  it  is  advisable  to  attach  the  weight  to 
it  by  a  loop  of  thin  silk.  A  push  of  water  always 
brings  down  a  quantity  of  debris,  which  fouls  the 
bottom  and  forms  obstructions  for  the 
lead  to  catch ;  moreover,  as  it  is  impossible  to  see 
very  far  below  the  surface  of  a  shallow  of  only 
3ft.  in  depth  when  the  stream  holds  any 
colour,  there  is  never  any  certainty  as  to  whether 
the  lead  is  going  into  a  mass  of  sticks  and  weeds 
or  into  a  clear  space;  anyway,  in  the  case  of 
getting  fast,  a  sharpish  piill  will  snap  the  silk 
loop  and  bring  the  tackle  away  intact,  except  for 
the  loss  of  the  lead,  which  is  a  very  trivial  matter 
as  compared  with  a  yard  of  gut  and  a  couple  of 
hooks. 

Personally,  although  that  number  of  hooks 
enables  one  to  cover  more  water  by  making  a 
more  attractive  show,  I  prefer  one  hook,  because 
when  I  go  a-fishing  I  do  so  for  sport  rather  than 
slaughter ;  and  here,  to  digress  a  moment,  I  must 
certainly  say  that  I  am  quite  out  of  accord  with 
the  spirit  of  pot  hunting,  which  has  fixed  lOin. 
as  the  legal  standard  under  which  a  chub  may  be 
taken  in  the  Thames.  What  is  the  good  of  such 
a  fish  ?  When  it  has  arrived  at  a  size  of  from 
31b.  to  41b.  a  chub  on  fine  tackle  is  no  mean 
antagonist,  and  at  2^  lb.  even  he  is  not  to  be 
despised  for  lack  of  fighting  qualities ;  but  what 
sort  of  angler,  except  perhaps  the  meanest  speci- 
men of  a  confirmed  pot  hunter,  would  ever  sully 
his  reputation  by  bringing  home  such  a  monster 
No  man  calling  himself  an  angler  ought  to  think 
of  retaining  a  chub  of  less  than,  say,  l^lb. 
Except  during  the  winter  months,  when  it  is 
putting  on  flesh  in  readiness  for  the  great  strain 
entailed  upon  it  in  spawning,  chavender  is  a  poor, 
worthless  creature,  and  when  cooked  is  almost 
as  delicately  flavoured  as  I  should  imagine  a  piece 
of  second-hand  blanket  stuffed  with  needle  points 
would  be. 

The  quest  for  him  cannot  be  for  culinary 
purposes,  and  therefore  it  is  a  miserable  thing  to 
contemplate,  that,  for  the  sake  of  adding  a  few 
ounces  to  a  score  which  may  win  something  in 
the  copper  kettle  line,  anglers  are  to  be  found 
who,  under  the  plea  that  they  are  acting  within 
the  bounds  of  the  law,  are  guilty  of  catching  and 
weighing-in  ten  inch  chub.  Speaking  of  the 
value  of  chub  for  eating  purposes,  I  am 
afraid  it  caused  me  one  season  to  indulge  in  a 


series  of  practical  jokes  which  made  several  good 
people  anything  but  supremely  happy.  I  was 
residing  in  a  district  noted  for  the  number  and 
size  of  the  chub  in  its  local  waters,  and,  as  soon 
as  I  had  made  myself  acquainted  how  the 
land  lay  I  began  to  bring  home  some  big 
bags  of  chub.  My  circle  of  acquaintances  being 
a  pretty  wide  one,  I  received  numerous  requests 
that  the  next  time  I  went  out  fishing  would  I  see 
if  I  could  spare  them  some  fish.  They  were  so 
fond  of  fish.  Being  of  a  good-natured  disposition, 
I  gave  answers  in  the  affirmative,  and  on  my 
return  home  four  or  five  brace  of  nice-looking 
chub  were  sent  to  as  many  applicants.  But  none 
of  them  ever  asked  for  a  second  lot,  and  at  length 
chub  became  quite  a  drug  in  the  market,  owing  to 
the  difficulty  of  getting  anyone  who  would  accept 
them.  I  think  it  may  be  said  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  a  very  little  chub,  like  a  little 
British  army,  goes  a  very  long  way. 

For  ordinary  winter  fishing,  presuming 
that  the  water  is  fine  and  in  first-rat* 
condition,  and  the  weather  all  that  can  be 
desired  by  the  most  fastidious  angler,  the 
first  thing  to  do  is  to  take  stock  of  the  river. 
On  one  side  perhaps  the  stream  rushes  and  boils 
along,  making  what  in  summer  time  would  be  a 
sure  find.  But  chub  are  just  now  in  quieter 
swims,  such,  for  instance,  as  those  found  in  the  run 
of  an  eddy  under  a  willow  ait,  or  where  a  sunken 
willow  spreads  itself  half-way  across  the  river. 
These  are  the  sort  of  places  big  chub  revel  in, 
given  that  you  will,  if  you  are  wise,  approach 
his  abode  with  the  care  and  caution  exhibited  by 
the  red  man  when  he  cherishes  covetous  designs 
on  another  fellow's  scalp,  and  it  is  ten  to  one  that 
you  will  find  the  chub  at  home. 

Begin  fishing,  if  possible,  about  20yds.  away 
from  the  particiilar  point  which  commends  itself 
most  strongly  as  a  likely  spot  for  the  fish  to  take 
the  bait,  for  you  may  take  my  word  the  chub  are 
unsuspicious  of  danger.  It  is  a  stupid  fish,  and 
easily  taken,  and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  does  not 
possess  half  the  cunning  of  either  carp  or 
aldermanic  roach.  Swims  should  be  chosen  where 
the  float  can  be  allowed  to  cut  through  the  water 
like  a  thing  of  life,  and  not  continually  checked 
in  its  even  course,  for  any  such  movement  acts  on 
the  bait,  and  often  makes  a  chub  turn  tail  at 
once.  In  fact,  on  aU  such  occasions  when  its  fear 
has  overcome  its  appetite,  the  angler  may  try 
another  swim.  Every  foot  of  water  should  be 
covered  by  the  bait  in  its  progress  down  stream, 
and  if  there  is  not  a  responsive  disappearance  of 
the  float  before  the  extreme  end  of  the 
swim  is  reached,  after  five  or  six  swims  I  try 
elsewhere. 

For  winter  fishing  nothing  excels  pith  and 
brains.  Next  that  comes  greaves,  which  may  be 
very  truly  described  as  an  excellent  all-the-year- 
round  bait.  Whatever  the  season  is  pith  and 
brains,  fortunately  when  the  air  is  keen  and  the 
frost  crystals  gleam  like  myriads  of  diamond 
points  on  the  trees,  are,  practically  speaking, 
irresistible  to  the  comprehensive  tastes  of  the 
chavender.  On  approaching  a  chub  swim  it  is  a 
mistake  to  attempt  to  plumb  it.  To  an 
experienced  eye  the  depth  should  tell  itself  almost 
at  a  glance ;  but  if  at  the  commencement  the 
float  swims  evenly,  draw  it  back  and  lower  the 
depth  until  it  goes  under,  then  put  it  higher  up 
the  line  until  the  hook  swims  clear  of  the  bottom 
by  about  6in.  The  worm  is  a  bait  that  may 
be  used  closer  to  the  ground  for  chub  than 
any  other  bait.  They,  no  doubt,  are  habitually 
looking  upwards,  for  they  are  very  fond  of  rising 
to  a  bait.  In  the  winter  time  it  is  advisable  to 
fish  about  a  foot  from  the  bottom,  but  even  after 
a  swim  has  been  cleared  out  to  all  appearances  at 
that  depth,  put  the  float  another  Gin.  or  a 
foot  higher  and  try  various  depths  until  it  is 
perfectly  certain  that  another  swim  must  be 
tried.  Old  Hand. 


BRITISH  SEA.' ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  will  be 
held  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday, 
April  4,  when  the  chair  will  be  taken  by  Sir 
Courtenay  Boyle,  K.C.B.,  secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Trade. 


American  Books. — A  catalogue  of  American  books  in  varioug 
departments  of  literature  can  be  "had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunitan'i  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


THE  STEEL  TROUT  ROD. 


In  the  illustrated  "  Angler's  Guide  "  published 
by  the  German  Fischerei  Zeitung,  at  Stittin,  there 
appears  a  very  interesting  article  on  "  the  steel 
rod,"  by  Herr  H.  Stork,  of  Munich.  This  gentle- 
man, whose  skill  with  the  rod  is  only  equalled  by 
his  skill  with  the  pen,  is  one  of  the  recognised 
authorities  in  Germany  on  matters  piscatorial. 
So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  steel 
rod  is  but  little  known  in  England.  Many  people 
have  very  possibly  never  heard  of  such  a  thing ; 
others  may  have  heard  of  it,  but  have  probably 
never  given  it  any  serious  consideration.  It  may 
therefore  be  of  interest  to  some  of  the  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  to  know  what  the  great 
German  tackle  manufacturer  thinks  on  the 
matter,  together  with  some  slight  experiences  of 
the  writer  of  this  article.  I  beHeve  the  steel  rod 
to  be  an  exclusively  American  product,  and  it  is 
produced,  or  was  till  quite  recently,  by  the  Horton 
Steel  Rod  Company  alone.  This  would  be  quite 
enough  to  explain  the  fact  of  its  being  so  little 
known  in  England,  where,  whatever  our  military 
shortcomings,  we  can  turn  out  the  best  fishing 
tackleinthe  world.  However,  when  so  experienced 
a  writer  as  Herr  Stork  says  that  he  believes  that 
"  the  rod  of  the  future  will  be  made  of  steel,"  it 
would  be  well  that  English  sportsmen  should  look 
into  this  matter.  He  goes  on  to  say  that  "  in 
twenty  years  it  is  quite  possible  that  no  more 
rods  wiU  be  made  of  split  cane,  hickory,  or  green- 
heart,  &c.,  but  that  they  will  all  be  made  of 
steel." 

This  is  a  remarkable  prophesy,  but  so  far  as  my 
own  very  limited  experience  goes  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  it  will  be  fulfilled.  He  gives  some 
very  cogent  reasons  for  his  opinion,  all  of  which 
are  worthy  of  attention.  In  the  first  place  he 
says,  "  The  American  steel  rods  are  the  equals  of 
the  very  lightest  split  canes  in  weight,  while  in 
strength  and  elasticity  they  are  their  superiors. 
A  rod  of  this  sort  has  a  splendid  swing,  does  not 
break  at  the  hardest  strike,  and  always  retains  its 
absolute  straightness."  This  is  praise  indeed. 
The  propensity  of  ordinary  wood  rods  to  break 
just  when  one  least  expects  or  desires  it,  either  in 
striking  a  heavy  fish  or  in  casting,  is  too  generally 
known  and  lamented  to  need  comment.  Again, 
how  many  wooden  rods  wiU  go  through  a  season's 
hard  use  and  retain  their  pristine  straightness  ? 
"  The  steel  rod  possesses  a  far  greater  elasticity 
than  any  other  rod,  and  its  recovery  is  consider- 
ably quicker.  It  requires,  therefore,  less  powerful 
casting  than  other  rods,  and  yet  produces  the 
same  effect."  This  is  a  point  of  great  merit.  It 
is  elastic  without  being  whippy,  which  means  that 
striking  power  is  in  no  way  sacrificed  to  throwing 
power.  The  reduction  of  labour  to  a  practical 
minimum  should  commend  itself  to  those  who 
have  spent  many  a  hot  day  fishing  up  a 
swift  stream  with  an  inadequate  rod.  "  With 
regard  to  the  durability  of  this  rod,  it 
can  be  maintained  that  necessity  for  repairs 
is  of  the  very  rarest  occurrence;  and  that, 
.  roughly  speaking,  fifteen  to  twenty  split  cane  or 
other  expensive  rods  of  English  make  will  need 
repairing  before  one  steel  rod  has  anything  the 
matter  with  it."  This  is  a  large  statement,  but  I 
think  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  truth  in  it  to  show 
that  the  steel  rod  is  considerably  stronger  than 
any  cane  or  wood  rod.  That  this  calculation  is 
not  always  quite  accurate  my  own  experience  will 
show.  I  have  used  my  own  rod  for  one  season, 
and  have  discovered  one  defect  in  it — a  slight  one, 
and  easily  remedied.  It  is  made  of  rolled  steel, 
and,  being  hollow,  has,  of  course,  a  seam,  which  is 
secured  by  wire  binding  at  intervals  of  about  6in. 
In  one  place  the  seam  opened  a  little,  and  the  rod 
alarmed  me  very  much  one  day  by  giving  vent  to 
an  ominous  cracking  noise.  It  did  its  work  all 
right,  however,  and  gave  me  no  trouble  beyond  the 
alarm.  I  have  strengthened  it  by  having  more 
binding  put  on  at  shorter  intervals,  and  I  find  it 
now  in  every  way  satisfactory.  My  rod  is  made 
in  four  pieces,  one  of  which  is  the  butt,  which  is 
detachable ;  it  is  ringed  like  an  ordinary  wood  or 
cane  rod.  There  are  two  other  kinds  of  steel  rod, 
both  of  which  have  no  rings.  In  one  the  line  runs 
up  the  centre  of  the  rod  and  comes  out  at  the  top ; 
the  other  is  telescopic,  and  the  line  is  threaded 
in  the  same  way.  The  first  of  these  two  varieties 
I  have  not  seen  or  used.  The  telescopic  rod  I 
have  seen.  It  balances  weli,  and  should  be 
pleasant  to  fish  with^but  has  certain  grave  dis- 
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advantages.  In  the  first  place,  the  line  has  to  be 
threaded  with  a  wire,  which  must  be  a  very 
patience-trying  performance.  In  the  second 
place,  as  Herr  Stork  points  out,  a  rod  of  this  kind 
is  very  liable  to  rust  when  closed.  As  the  rod 
cannot  be  lacquered,  bscause  lacquering  would 
prevent  the  telescopic  parts  running  out  easily  as 
they  should,  the  greatest  care  must  be  taken,  or 
rusting  is  inevitable.  Greatest  care  implies 
constant  drying  and  oiling.  The  feelings  of  the 
owner  of  such  a  rod  if  it  fell  into  the  river,  as 
rods  sometimes  will,  would  be  akin  to  the  feelings 
of  the  enthusiast  who  discovered  his  new  bicycle 
being  cleaned  by  the  groom — with  a  bucket. 
However,  for  a  man  who  likes  trouble,  the 
telescopic  rod  appears  to  be  a  pretty  weapon. 
"With  regard  to  the  threading  of  the  line,  I  should 
say  that  when  the  line  was  wet  it  would  not  run 
so  easily  through  the  rod  as  through  rings,  which 
might  be  a  serious  matter. 

I  have,  therefore,  no  hesitation  in  recommending 
the  ordinary  jointed  and  ringed  steel  rod  in 
preference  to  the  other  two  kinds.    I  gave  my  rod 
a  very  fair  testing  during  the  past  fly  fishing 
season.    I  caught  about  400  trout  with  it,  and 
found  that  though  it  gave  a  strong  fish  all  the 
licence  necessary,  it  also  responded  on  occasion 
to  a  very  heavy  strain.    I  found  this  more 
particularly  later  in  the   season,  when  chub 
fishing,  where  strike  hard  and  hold  hard  is  the 
order  of  the  day.    At  first  I  found  the  action  of 
the  rod  rather  peculiar.    This,  I  think,  is  due  to 
the  extreme  quickness  of  recovery  natural  to 
steel.    I  soon  discovered  that  this  was  a  merit, 
as  it  considerably  reduced  the  labour  of  casting, 
though  at  first  I  tried  to  put  as  much  work  into 
it  as  is  required  by  a  wooden  rod,  thereby  losing 
several  flies.    I  have  cotne  to  the  conclusion,  now 
I  know  the  rod,  that  for  ordinary  light  fly  fishing 
it  throws  better,  strikes  better,  and  holds  better 
than  any  wooden  rod  of  approximate  calibre  of 
which  I  have  had  experience.    Its  great  rival  is, 
of  course,  the  split  cane,  which,  as  made  in 
England  by  the  best  makers,  possesses  all  the 
desirable  qualities  ascribed  to  the  steel  rod.  The 
split  cane,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a  good  one,  is,  so 
to  speak,  an  edition  de  luxe,  whereas  the  steel  rod 
costs  but  from  228.  to  2.53.    The  agents  for  the 
Horton  steel  rod  in  England  are  Messrs.  Carter, 
137,  St.  John-street-road.   They  sell  both  the 
telescopic  and  the  jointed  rods,  to  which  they 
have  added  a  new  and  improved  butt.  Readers 
of  the   Fishing   Gazette  who  are  tired  of  the 
ordinary  wooden  rod,  and  do  not  contemplate 
purchasing  a  split  cane,  might  do  much  worse 
than  give  the  steel  rod  a  trial.   I  admit  one 
failing.   It  is  not  the  best  of  companions  in  a 
thunderstorm.    For  this  I  can  suggest  no  remedy. 
Herr  Stork  gives   philosophical  advice  under 
these  circumstances.     "Lay  the  rod  on  the 
ground,  put  on  your   mackintosh,    and  wait 
calmly  (!)  till  the  worst  is  overpast."     H.  T.  S. 


AN  INTERESTING  EXPERIMENT 

IN  THE 

TRANSPORTATION  OF  LIVE  TROUT. 


A  VERY  prominent  Belgian  gentleman,' Baron 
Goffiuet,  whose  country  seat  is  in  the  Ardennes, 
Belgium,  was  desirous  of  introducing  Loch  Leven 
trout  into  his  lakes.  He  placed  the  matter  un- 
reservedly in  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Byrne,  of 
Ballycastle,  Ireland,  a  well  known  and  enthu- 
siastic angler,  who  entered  into  communication 
with  the  proprietors  of  several  fish  hatcheries  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  none  of  whom,  however, 
w©*ild  undertake  the  delivery  of  fish  to  Belgium.  He 
then  visited  the  Howietoun  Fish  Hatchery,  which  is 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  extensive  establish- 
ments of  the  kind  in  this  country.  With  serious 
misgivings  they  consented  to  give  him  all  the 
assistance  they  could  in  transporting  1000  year- 
lings. There  are  few  railway  or  steamboat 
•lompanies  who  have  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
transportation  of  live  fish  but  have  lively 
recollections  of  the  serious  mortality  which 
usually  attends  such  work.  To  successfully  carry 
out  this  undertaking  it  was  necessary  to  make 
arrangements  with  the  London  and  North 
Western  Railway,  the  London,  Chatham,  and 
Dover  Railway,  the  Belgian  Mail  Packet 
Company,  ana  the  continental  railways,  as 
well  as  arrange  to  hav«  the  fish  conveyed 
across  London  from  Euston  Station  to  Charing 


Cross.  The  whole  distance,  covered  was  up- 
wards  of  800  miles,  which  was  accomplished 
within  a  space  of  thirty-six  hours.  Great  praise 
is  due  to  the  different  railway  and  steamboat 
companies  for  the  facilities  they  gave  Mr.  Byrne 
in  carrying  out  his  difficult  undertaking.  It  was 
very  gratifying  to  all  concerned  to  find  that,  after 
their  long  and  trying  journey,  980  out  of  the  1000 
fish  were  alive.  It  may  be  stated  that  the  lake  in 
which  they  were  deposited  is  situated  not  far  from 
the  Prussian  frontier,  and  at  an  elevation  of  about 
1600ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

The  great  success  of  this  experiment  in  trans- 
porting young  trout  such  a  great  distance,  both 
by  land  and  water,  is  entirely  due  to  the  very 
careful  and  energetic  manner  in  which  Mr.  Byrne 
set  himself  to  a  task  which  was  at  first  considered 
as  absolutely  hopeless  and  impossible. 

Considering  the  great  distance  the  fish 
travelled,  and  the  frequent  transhipments  which 
took  place  on  land  and  sea,  this  experiment  is  a 
record  one,  and  shows  what  careful  handling, 
suitable  arrangements,  and  strong  resolution  will 
accomplish. 

Besides  being  an  authority  on  matters  pisca- 
torial, Mr.  Byrne  is  deeply  interested  in  agri- 
culture, and  had  conferences  at  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  at  Brussels,  and  with  the  President 
of  the  Agricultural  Board  at  Courtrai,  where  he 
obtained  valuable  information  regarding  the  culti- 
vation of  flax,  and  especially  with  reference  to  the 
quality  of  seed  exported  to  Ireland,  which  is  the 
largest  customer  of  Belgium.  L. 


THE  MACPHERSON  ADJUSTABLE 
SEA  LEAD. 


Messrs.  Cox  and  McPherson,  of  t>2,  High- 
street,  Southampton  (who,  by  the  way,  have  some 
special  pattern  flies  for  the  Test  and  Itchen), 
write :  "  Kindly  accept  samples  of  the  latest 
development  of  our  adjustable  sea  lead.  This 
size  will  suit  the  '  light  weight '  sea  fisherman, 
and  being  smaller  are  only  half  the  price  of  the 
larger  sizes." 

This  is  a  more  elegant  edition  of  the  capital 
sea  lead  of  which  we  had  an  illustrated  notice 
some  time  ago. 


A  MEMORABLE  DAY  ON  THE 
ABERDEENSHIRE  DON. 


Many  a  time  has  the  question  been  debated 
"  whether  the  pleasures  of  memory  or  of  anticipa- 
tion are  the  greater." 

I  daresay,  from  a  young  man's  point  of  view,  it 
is  a  debatable  question;  but  the  longer  we  live  I 
incline  to  think  we  derive  more  pleasure  from 
memory  than  from  hope.  Therefore  it  is  that  I 
delight  to  recall  my  earliest  experiences  and 
triumphs  in  those  happy  days  of  youth  when  I 
knew  no  tiring  and  when  my  enthusiasm  had  no 
limit. 

One  event  recurs  to  my  memory,  and  I  am  not 
so  modest  as  to  say  I  have  never  told  it  before. 

I  was  a  young  lad,  about  fourteen — young  in 
years,  but  old  in  fishing  (I  had  almost  written 
crime !). 

The  association  of  ideas  did  not  arise  from 
the  familiarity  of  the  quotation  so  much  as  from 
the  recollection  of  my  very  first  day's  fishing. 
My  gillie  was  my  nurse.  The  river  was  the 
Carron — a  little  stream  that  joins  the  Cowie  at 
Stonehaven.  The  grand  result  was  one  trout.  I 
need  not  condescend  on  the  weight  of  it  lest  I 
should  be  suspected  of  telling  the  truth.  And  yet 
I  was  not  happy  ! 

On  our  return  home  my  guardian  turned  aside 
to  make  a  social  call  on  an  old  woman,  the  widow 
of  a  "  weiver,"  who  lived  in  a  hovel  on  the  Carmont 
Hill.  This  poor  widow  had  a  little  well,  and  in 
that  well  were  two  little  trout.  I  knew  them  well. 
I  watched  my  opportunity.  The  moment  I  saw 
my  nurse  disappear  within  the  door  off  went  my 
jacket,  up  went  my  shirt  sleeves,  and  in  two 
minutes  that  widow's  two  mites  were  added  to  my 
pocket. 

But  this  is  a  diversion. 

At  the  time  of  my  presetit  story  I  had  already 
killed  many  a  good  basket  of  glorious  trout  on  th^ 
lower  reaches  of  the  Don,  where  now  there  is  not 
a  trout  to  be  seen.    In  those  days  the  water  was 


pure  and  the  dykes  so  insignificant  that  one  could 
hardly  detect  a  salmon  run  then  in  a  medium 
water ;  but,  alas !  how  different  now.  These 
dykes  are  become  fortifications,  and  below  them 
the  bed  of  the  river  is  almost  dry.  The  once  pure 
stream  is  turned  to  poison,  with  a  head  of  soap- 
suds on  it  like  brisk  porter. 

While  in  these  days  I  enjoyed  fishing  (and  that 
for  the  asking)  that  would  have  made  most  of  us 
nowadays  green  with  envy,  still  I  knew  that  in  the 
solitudes  of  preservation,  far  up  this  noted  stream, 
there  were  primeval  reaches  where  great  trout 
swarmed  in  all  the  innocence  of  lambs  and  with 
the  rapacity  of  wolves.  I  might,  however,  as  well 
have  sighed  for  a  cast  in  the  moon  as  there,  had  it 
not  been  for  a  most  fortuitous  circumstance. 

Lord  Forbes  was  having  extensive  alterations 
made  on  his  castle,  a  few  miles  below  Alford. 
The  architect  engaged  in  making  these  had  two 
sons,  who  were  class  fellows  along  with  me  in 
school.  One  day  one  of  them  said  to  me,  "  I  say, 
Andrew,  would  you  like  to  have  a  day  on  Lord 
Forbes's  water  ?  "  Would  I  ?  Had  I  been  asked 
whether  I  would  like  to  be  presented  with  £100  I 
could  not  have  been  more  eager.  Then  I  was  told 
that  they  knew  Mr.  Rait,  his  lordship's  factor, 
and  that  he  had  told  them  they  might  have  a 
day's  fishing  whenever  they  liked,  and  that  they 
might  bring  a  friend,  only  they  would  require  to 
let  him  know  beforehand,  that  he  might  prepare 
the  keepers  for  the  visit. 

"  Write  at  once,"  I  exclaimed,  "  for  Friday 
night  and  Saturday  next."  The  letter  was 
promptly  written,  but  the  days  passed  and  no 
reply  was  received.  Oh,  the  anxiety  of  these 
days — these  miserable  days  of  waiting!  Friday 
arrived,  but  no  letter.  We  held  a  consultation. 
Something  occurred,  I  remember  not  what,  that 
prevented  my  friends  getting  away — I  fancy  it 
must  have  been  the  idea  of  spending  the  night  on 
the  river — but  they  said,  "  Oh,  it's  all  right ;  just 
you  go  yourself."  In  truth  I  didn't  require  much 
persuasion.  I  had  a  splendid  lot  of  worms, 
as  tough  as  their  modern  indiarubber  imitations, 
fine  tackle,  Stewart  hooks  (with  one  of  the  hooks 
cut  off).  Besides,  I  had  a  large  bottle  of  live 
minnows,  a  dead  lot  in  salt,  and  my  minnow  trap. 
My  programme  was  to  fish  all  night  with  minnow, 
and  all  the  next  day  with  worm.  It  was  July.  I 
got  money  to  pay  for  my  return  railway  ticket, 
and  had  about  2s.  over. 

Away  I  went  by  the  last  train  on  that  Friday 
evening  some  thirty  miles  up  the  river,  and 
arrived  at  my  desired  station,  Whitehouse.  I 
may  here  confess  that  this  was  the  first  time  I 
had  ever  gone  so  far  from  home  absohitely  on  my 
own  responsibility.  I  got  out  of  the  train,  and 
asked  the  stationmaster  the  nearest  way  to  the 
river.  He  pointed  to  a  tall  gentleman  leaving 
the  train,  and  said  :  "  He  will  show  you  the  road." 
So  I  addressed  myself  to  him.  He  asked  me 
whether  I  had  permission  to  fish.  Then  I 
explained  the  circumstances  that  had  brought  me 
there.  "  This  is  very  unfortunate,"  he  said,  "  I 
am  Mr.  Rait.  1  have  just  i-eturned  from  London, 
and  from  Lord  Forbes,  and  did  not  receive  your 
friend's  letter.  As  it  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
I  have  his  lordship's  strict  injunctions  to  allow 
no  one  to  fish  his  water."  I  tried  to  argue,  but  I 
was  young  and  diffident.  Then  I  asked,  in 
despair,  "  What  am  I  to  do,  so  far  from  home 
and  no  train  back  ?  "  "  Oh !  "  he  said,  "  you  can 
have  capital  fishing  four  miles  further  up  the 
river,  at  Alford,  where  Lord  Forbes  has  let  a 
portion  of  his  water  to  Mrs.  Stewart,  of  the  hotel 
there.  It  is  a  pity  the  train  has  started,  but  you 
can  easily  walk."  And  so  I  did,  but  with  my 
mind  greatly  disturbed  by  the  sudden  collapse 
of  my  "  best  laid  scheme." 

I  had  hardly  any  money,  and  I  never  had 
been  in  an  hotel  before,  at  least,  not  on  my 
own  charges.  I  thought  of  the  expenses  such 
a  visit  entailed,  and  of  the  disgrace  of  not  being 
able  to  meet  them. 

It  was  a  miserable,  frightened  boy  that  stood 
a  long  time  in  the  hotel  lobby,  waiting  until 
someone  should  chance  to  come,  not  danng  to 
touch  the  bell  called  "  Boots  "  before  me.  At 
last  mine  hostess  appeared.  A  fine  looking 
woman  was  she,  as  I  remember,  and  as  gooa 
as  she  looked,  as  I  afterwards  found. 

I  began  my  tale,  as  I  had  done  to  Mr.  Rait, 
but  it  was,  of  course,  now  somewhat  more  com- 
plicated, and  I  began  to  hesitate,  |;et  confused, 
and  stammeted  out  my  explanation  incoherently, 
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and,  at  last,  I  snppose,  broke  down.  The  land- 
lady looked  puzzled  and  perplexed  for  a  moment. 
She  then  asked  me;  "But  who  are  youP" 
Never  before  got  she.  or  anyone  else,  such  a  reply 
to  sQch  a  question.  I  said  hastily  :  "  I  am  a  son 
of  Messrs.  Murray  and  McCombie."  But  the 
answer  explained  everythini^  in  a  flash  to  that 
good  lady  better  than  I  had  the  remotest  idea  of. 
In  my  confusion  I  had  credited  my  father's  legal 
iSrm  with  the  origin  of  my  being,  and  I  was 
ignorant  of  the  fact  that  1  was  in  the  land-of  the 
famous  black  cattle  and  the  McCombies — and 
among  friends.  When  everything  had  thus  been 
80  satisfactorily  expl  ined,  I  was  at  once  for 
making  tracks  for  the  river  ;  but  the  good  lady 
wouldn't  hear  of  me  going  fishing  all  night  long 
"when  all  honest  folk  were  in  their  beds,"  and 
assured  me  that  the  trout  would  be  all  the 
hungrier  the  longer  they  had  to  wait  for  their 
meat,  so  we  made  a  compromise  that  I  should 
be  awakened  at  three  o'clock  next  morning.  This 
was  the  more  easily  promised,  as  there  was  to  ba 
a  ball  that  evening  in  the  hotel,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  winding-up  of  a  dancing  class  in  the  village. 

I,  having  the  fear  of  the  bill  before  my  eyes, 
supped  on  bread  and  cheese  and  porter.  I  could 
not  sleep  for  a  long  while,  for  the  fear  of  "  sleep- 
ing in,"  and  the  noise  of  the  cheerful  company 
below.  At  last  I  fell  over — just  for  one  minute — 
and  it  was  half-past  five.  They  had  forgotten 
to  waken  their  most  unimportant  guest.  How 
wild  I  was ! 

Allow  me  just  here  to  relate  an  experience 
connected  with  this  act  of  "  sleeping  in,"  one 
which  I  do  not  inolude  among  the  pleasures  of 
my  memory. 

I  was  going  on  a  fishing  excursion  to  some 
distant  place  "  on  the  following  day."  Every- 
thing was  in  readiness  for  an  early  start  by  train. 
I  went  to  bed.  Next  morning  early  I  heard  the 
wakening  tap  at  my  door.  "  AH  right,"  I 
answered.  Bat  here  the  reality  ended,  and  all 
that  followed  was  a  dream.  I  dreamt  that  I  had 
got  up ;  that  I  had  adorned  myself  piscatorially ; 
that  I  had  made  a  hasty,  but  hearty  breakfast ; 
gone  to  the  station,  got  my  ticket,  and  was  just 
getting  into  the  train  when  the  engine  shrieked, 
and  I  awoke  to  find  myself  still  in  bed,  and  miles 
late  for  my  train.  I  never  was  so  thoroughly 
sold  by  myself  as  then. 

I  must  confess  this  second  disappointment 
greatly  damped  my  ardour,  and  I  was  not  in  such 
a  great  hurry  to  begin.  So  I  reached  the  river 
about  seven  o'clock.  The  sun  was  hours  up,  and 
it  was  very  warm.  The  water  was  at  its  lowest 
summer  level.  I  began  with  real  minnow,  but  the 
trout  would  not  be  tempted  by  it  as  they  would 
have  been  daring  the  night,  or  rather  the  evening 
and  the  morning. 

I  wonder  how  many  of  my  brother  anglers  are 
aware  that  there  is  a  time  of  night  wben  fish  do 
not  take  r  Many  a  night  have  I  spent  among  the 
trout.  From  nine  o'clock  to  about  half-past 
eleven  I  was  busy,  but  between  that  hour  and 
half-past  one  o'clock  I  rested  under  a  tree  or  bush, 
or  in  some  cattle  shelter,  until  the  fish  began  to 
move  again.  Fish  appear  to  sleep  during  this 
short  interval,  as  do  the  swallows.  All  nature, 
indeed,  is  most  silent.  One  walking  along  the 
river  bank  at  sach  a  time  feels  the  oppression  of 
silence,  hearing  no  sound  whatever,  unless  it  may 
be  the  impatient  stamp  of  a  sheep,  like  a  rabbit, 
as  one  passes  a  flock. 

Seeing  that  minnow  was  of  little  or  no  use  I 
put  on  worm. 

I  had  been  shown  the  lower  boundary  of  the 
water  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  a  wire 
bridge,  but  I  had  no  idea  how  far  up  the  hotel 
water  extended.  Wading  boots  or  stockings  I 
had  none  in  these  days.  Indeed,  I  affected  to 
despise  them ;  and  perhaps  I  really  did  so. 
Many  a  good  pair  of  boots  I  ruined  in  no  time, 
and  got  much  trouble  through  it  at  home.  The 
trout  began  to  take  about  ten  o'clock.  I  fished 
every  foot  of  the  water  upstream,  losing  not  a 
moment  of  time  and  very  few  fish.  It  was  fine 
worm  water;  shallow  rippUng  stream,  and  gravel 
bottom  all  over.  I  had  it  pretty  much  my  own 
way  with  them. 

I  stopped  at  two  o'clock  very  hot,  and  my 
shoulder  like  to  break  with  the  weight  of  my 
basket,  which  was  filled  to  the  lid — not  my  biggest 
basket,  only  an  extra  large  one.  My  big  basket 
was  a  sight  to  behold.  It  was  specially  built,  and 
called    by  my  friends   "  the  greedy  basket." 


What  really  shamed  me  out  of  wearing  it  were 
the  very  rude  remarks  addressed  to  me  and  my 
basket  by  a  number  of  men  I  overtook  on  the  way 
to  the  river.  They  laughed  and  jeered  at  us,  and 
said  of  the  basket  "  She's  just  like  a  cobal "  (i.e., 
salmon  fishing  boat). 

I  put  up  my  rod,  emptied  my  trout  on  the 
grass,  counted  them,  and  replaced  them  with  care 
— not  in  the  order  of  their  catching,  but  begin- 
ning with  the  juniors  and  ending  up  with  the 
plump  seniors. 

Now,  I  give  this  clever  little  dodge  to  the  world 
of  anglers.  It  is  quite  original,  and,  never  being 
done,  of  course,  it  is  never  suspected.  What  a 
gift  this  little  tip  to  the  readers  of  the  Fitthimj 
Gazette. 

I  had  ninety-nine  trout,  and  I  remember  regret- 
ting that  I  had  put  up  my  rod  before  counting  as 
I  would  have  made  up  the  hundred. 

Basket  and  trout  weighed  36'lb. 

I  must  confess  I  was  tired  when  I  got  back  to 
the  hotel.  Mrs.  Stewart  hailed  me  as  I  approached. 
"  Ha  !  I  told  you  the  water  was  too  low  to  catch 
trout.  I  was  sure  you  would  be  back  early."  I 
plumped  my  burden  down  on  the  lobby  chair,  and 
proudly  showed  my  "  take."  I  was  a  hero  on  tlie 
spot.  When  I  was  at  dinner  I  heard  the  landlady 
call  in  Mr.  Farquharson,  of  Haughton,  a  neigh- 
bouring laird,  as  he  passed  by,  and  showed  him 
the  goodly  catch,  evidently  as  proud  of  it  as  I 
myself,  for  was  it  not  a  sample  of  what  her  water 
could  produce  under  (what  they  imagined)  the 
worst  auspices. 

But  now  it  was  time  to  start  for  the  station, 
and  once  more  the  thought  of  the  bill  was  like 
cold  water  running  down  my  back. 

When  I  asked  for  it,  Mrs.  Stewart,  good  heart, 
said :  "  Oh,  never  you  mind  about  the  bill ;  it's 
nothing.  But  I  think  you  could  do  me  a  lot  of 
good  by  putting  a  notice  of  your  catch  into  the 
newspapers."  I  promised  I  would,  but  at  the 
same  time  asked  and  got  my  bill.  It  came,  if  I 
remember  aright,  to  3s.  6d. 

That  evening  I  hied  away  to  the  god  of  my 
youth,  Mr.  Hislop,  who  taught  me  everything  I 
knew  about  the  gentle  art,  and  he,  a  gentleman  of 
high  literary  attainments,  framed  for  me  a  very 
fine  account  of  my  day  at  Alford  (not  this  one, 
Mr.  Marston).  I  sent  a  copy  of  the  paper  to  Mrs. 
Stewart,  along  with  the  amount  of  my  indebted- 
ness, and  some  time  afterwards  received  a  letter 
from  her,  telling  me  that  the  notice  had  proved  a 
most  excellent  advertisement,  that  many  had 
come  out  to  fish  on  the  strength  of  i*>,and,  though 
they  had  not  killed  any  basket  like  mine,  her 
house  had  benefited  greatly. 

I  was  invited  to  come  out  for  a  day  as  a  friend. 
I  went,  and  killed  271b.  of  trout. 

In  May  of  the  following  year  I  spent  four  days 
there,  and  with  trout  fly  alone  killed  841b.  weight 
of  trout  and  three  salmon.  A.  Murray. 


MESSRS.  C.  FARLOW  AND  CO.'S 
NEW  LIST. 


MESSEfc!.  C.  Faelow  and  Co.'a  new  price  list 
and  catalogue  for  1900  has  just  been  published. 
We  hope  to  give  a  notice  of  some  interesting  new 
features  in  it  with  illustrations  next  week. 


AN  EEL  HUNT  IN  THE  LEADER, 
BERWICKSHIRE. 


A  PERSON  who  has  never  experienced  the 
excitement  attending  an  eel  hunt  should  not  miss 
seeing  one  when  the  opportunity  occurs,  but  with 
no  anticipation  of  the  surprises  that  inevitably 
accompany  it.  I  had  the  good  fortune,  during 
my  stay  some  time  ago  in  the  village  of  Earlston, 
in  Berwickshire,  which  is  picturesquely  situated 
on  the  historic  banks  of  the  Leader,  of 
accidentally  becoming  a  spectator  of  a  mid-night 
raid  on  those  ferocious  fresh-water  sharks  that 
wage  such  relentless  war  upon  our  river  trout. 
In  the  Leader,  a  stream  famous  for  the  excellent 
sport  it  always  affords,  eels  are  numerous ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  repeated  excursions  organised 
for  their  destruction,  they  have  increased  of  late 
years  to  such  an  alarming  extent  that  a  club  has 
now  been  formed  in  Earlston,  whose  aim  is  to 
make  periodical  expeditions  during  the  season, 
in  order  to  reduce  their  numbers,  if  not  to  secure 


their  ultimate  extermination.  The  club  ia 
cosmopolitan  in  its  character,  it  being  open  to 
anyone  to  become  a  member  of  it,  for  its  opera- 
tions are  exclusively  directed  towards  the 
preservation  of  the  trout,  and  the  subscriptions 
thereby  collected  are  entirely  set  aside  for 
providing  the  active  memVjers  with  the  necessary 
implements  used  in  the  hunt,  such  as  paraffin, 
torches,  spikes,  and  scissors,  the  separate  use  of 
which  will  be  indicated  as  this  narrrative  proceeds. 
The  oSice  bearers  of  the  club  consist  of  captain, 
secretary,  and  treasurer,  and  they  arrange  time 
and  place  for  the  various  hunts  of  the  season, 
which,  I  may  say,  is  not  alone  confined  to  the 
Leader,  but  is  also  extended  to  the  Trufford 
Burn,  one  of  its  feeders.  This  burn  ia 
in  winter  a  favourite  spawning  ground  of  the 
trout,  and  a  safe  retreat  for  them  when  the  river 
in  summer  is  in  flood.  The  time  for  the  hunt 
depends  upon  the  depth  of  the  stream,  as  it  can 
only  take  place  when  the  water  is  low,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  clear ;  this  condition  of  the  water 
being  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  success  of  the 
hunt,  as  it  allows  an  uninterrupted  passage 
between  bank  and  bank,  when  every  inch  of  the 
bottom  can  be  clearly  scanned,  and,  for  the  purpose 
of  the  eels'  capture,  easily  and  quickly  reached. 

The  Leader  is  well  known  as  a  perfect  elysium 
to  the  angler.  The  trout,  although  not  so  large 
as  those  met  with  in  the  Tweed,  generally  range 
from  ooz.  to  Jib.  in  weight,  but  capital  specimens 
have  been  captured,  although  on  rare  occasions, 
weighing  lib.  and  over ;  but  their  lack  in  weight 
in  comparison  is  compensated  by  their  flavour 
being  immeasurably  superior  to  those  found  in 
waters  boasting  of  greater  fame.  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  secure  one  two  years  ago  in  the  Cowden- 
knowes  water  which  scaled  15oz.  The  veracity  of 
this  statement  I  can  vouch  for,  even  in  the  face 
of  what  a  well-known  clergyman  said  about  the 
disciples  of  Izaak  Walton,  that  "  the  truth  is  not 
in  them."  The  best  parts  of  the  river  are  pre- 
served, such  as  the  stretch  running  through  the 
estates  of  Carolside,  Cowdenknowes,  and  Dry- 
grange,  a  reach  extending  in  length  five  miles, 
commencing  from  the  junction  of  the  Tweed 
at  Leaderfoot.  The  free  portion  of  the  water 
extends  from  Carolside,  two  miles  above  Earls- 
ton, on  to  Lauder,  a  distance  of  five  miles,  and 
affords  excellent  sport,  as  upon  that  part  of 
the  Leader  you  have  perfect  freedom,  and  are  at 
liberty  to  use  what  bait  you  choose.  Visitors  to 
Earlston,  upon  applying  for  permission  to  fish 
the  Cowdenknowes  preserves,  provided  they  abide 
by  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  proprietor,  which 
are  rigidly  enforced,  that  artificial  fly  must  only 
be  used,  and  at  the  same  time  when  his  friends 
are  on  the  water  not  to  monoplise  too  freely  the 
permission  requested,  are  never  refused  bat 
welcomed,  and  it  was  upon  this  part  of  the 
Leader  I  found  many  a  night's  sport.  With  no 
sound  but  the  screech  of  the  water-hen,  the  pit-pat 
of  the  rabbit  in  the  neighbouring  brushwood, 
the  demoniacal  yell  of  the  owl  among  the  ivy  of 
the  old  Cowdenknowes  "Keep"  to  disturb  my 
sensitive  grip  of  the  rod  as  I  waited  in  feverish 
expectancy  to  hook  the  wily  trout  I  knew  was 
warily  attacking  my  tail  fly,  my  thoughts  would 
at  times  revert  in  reverie  to  the  exciting  scenes 
enacted  in  these  woods  in  the  olden  times  of 
border  raids.  Suddenly  my  attention  would  be 
arrested  to  engage  in  a  stirring  scene  of  the 
present  moment,  and  a  combat  would  now  com- 
mence between  science  and  instinct,  in  which  I 
was  one  of  the  competitors.  A  wUy  nibble,  a 
gentle  but  determined  straightening  of  my  line 
was  now  a  prelude  to  a  conflict  which  I  knew 
would  rage  with  unflinching  determination  to  the 
death,  tlltimately,  on  the  bank  lay  the  trout ; 
and  in  such  a  moment  of  victory,  as  I  cautiously 
examined  in  the  semi-darkness  the  condition  of 
my  flies,  I  would  find  myself  unconsciously  hum- 
ming the  wall- known  refrain  of  the  "  Broom  of  the 
Cowdenknowes." 

I  had  been  returning  one  evening  from  such  an 
angling  expedition,  in  the  company  of  a  friend, 
and  listening  to  the  midnight  hour  striking  in 
warning,  but  withal  musical,  tones  on  the  village 
clock,  when  a  fiery  glare  suddenly  shot  across  the 
sky.  We  were  somewhat  startled  by  the  sudden 
appearance  of  this  harbinger  of  evil.  Judging 
hastily  of  its  locality,  I  interrogatively  suggested 
to  my  friend,  who  had  been  also  intently  watch- 
ing the  dancing  shadows  of  the  fire  fiend,  that 
"  surely  the  mill  is  on  fire."   His  state  of  mind 
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at  that  moment  indicated,  by  his  reply,  that  it 
was  in  singular  sympathy  with  my  own.  Having 
thus  mutually  localised  the  scene,  if  not  its  exact 
sphere  of  action,  we  naturally  quickened  our 
pace,  and,  with  increasing  anxiety,  hastened  on  in 
ominous  silence  to  test  the  truth  of  our  sup- 
position. As  we  drew  nearer  the  object  of  our 
fears  the  glare  in  the  sky  became  fiercer,  and  we 
fancied,  as  a  wider  and  more  brillant  illumination 
shot  up,  we  heard  the  distant  shouts  of  an  excited 
crowd.  Our  moments  of  suspense  were  occasion- 
ally relieved  by  sympathetic  remarks  on  the 
probable  result  to  the  district  of  the  supposed 
catastrophe.  At  last  the  stillness  of  the  night  and 
our  now  overstrung  feelings  received  a  yet  more 
terrifying  shock.  A  piercing  yell  coming  from 
the  direction  of  the  conflagration  still  tended  to 
intensify  our  suspense,  and  more  than  ever  con- 
firm our  worst  suspicions.  We  were  now  nearing 
an  open  part  of  the  road,  from  which  we  could 
survey  the  scene.  Another  shout  reached  our 
ears,  and  another  flash,  brighter  than  the 
former,  inflamed  yet  brighter  the  fiery  sky ; 
and  as  we  emerged  into  the  open  my  com- 
panion, who  at  this  time  was  leading  by 
some  yards,  announced  with  a  gleeful  shout 
"  Oh  !  it's  the  Eel  Hunt."  Gliding  in  and  out 
from  under  the  trees  on  the  river's  bank,  the 
followers'  figures  were  silhouetted  against  the  tawny 
background  of  the  illuminated  foliage,  and  the 
giant-like  proportions  of  each  shadow  added  an 
interesting  feature  which  made  my  companion 
and  me  suddenly  stop  riveted  in  silent  admiration 
of  the  scene.  We  felt  as  if  we  had  awakened 
from  a  nightmare.  Oar  overstrung  nerves  were 
now  relaxed  by  expressions  of  mutual  congratula- 
tioas  that  we  had  been  hoaxed.  The  scene  in  the 
valley  below,  which  had  opened  upon  us  bo 
abruptly,  unfolded  a  beautiful  panorama  of  light 
and  shade.  Before  us  appeared  a  company  of 
about  100  persons,   young   and  middle-aged, 

^straggling  in  serpentine  form  on  the  Leader's 
bank,  while  in  the  stream  was  the  torch  bearer, 

.  preceded  by  the  huntsmen,  aU  dressed  in  weird 
but  appropriate  costumes.  Hastening  with 
quickened  steps  we  now  joined  the  company. 
Coming  up  to  the  leaders  of  the  hunt  I  saw  that 
they  were  each  armed  with  what  appeared  to  me 
a  pair  of  pruning  shears.  They  were  followed 
immediately  behind  by  the  torch  carrier,  whose 
beacon  held  high  above  his  head  consisted  of 
what  looked  like  an  old  bag  or  some  cast-off 
clothing,  liberally  saturated  with  parafiia,  and 
rolled  lightly  round  the  top  of  an  iron  spike  about 
lift,  in  length.  The  torch,  I  noted,  took  generally 
half  an  hour  to  consume  itself,  and  burned  with  a 
fierceness  which  necessitated,  by  cause  of  the 
heat,  frequent  changes  of  its  bearer.  This  oflScial 
occupies  a  position  of  no  sinecure.  His  dress 
consists  of  an  old  hat  and  a  disregarded 
coat,  the  thicker  the  better,  as  they  both  have 
to  receive  continual  droppings  of  paraffin 
from  the  torch  above,  while  below  a  pair  of 
angler's  fishing  stockings  provide  their  well- 
known  share  of  comfort.  His  place  is  immediately 
behind  the  huntsman,  and  his  duty  is  to  keep  up 
with  them  to  illuminate  the  bottom  of  the  stream. 
He  must  be  careful  of  his  footing,  for  one  false 
step  may  precipitate  him,  torch  and  all,  on  the  top 
of  those  before  him,  an  event  which,  happily,  on 
account  of  the  nature  of  the  ground  being  so  well 
known  to  him,  rarely  occurs. 

While  thus  studying  the  appearance  of  the 
hunt,  I  was  suddenly  startled  by  a  shout  in  front 
that  now  explained  to  me  the  cause  of  the  yell 
which  had  startled  us  so  much  on  the  road — for 
there,  transfixed  between  the  jaws  of  the  shears, 
held  aloft  by  the  captor  with  a  shriek  of  savage 
exultation,  was  a  huge  eel,  which  he  at  once 
hurled  wriggling  into  the  bag,  there  to  mingle 
with  its  former  comrades.  The  position  of  the 
torch-bearer  being  immediately  behind,  nothing 
livijag  escapes  the  practised  eye  of  the  eel  hunters, 
who  on  this  occasion  were  walking  three  abreast. 
As  soon  as  the  eel  observes  the  light,  the  long 
shadowy  body  is  at  once  perceived  moving  lazily 
for  some  place  of  cover ;  and  it  is  at  this  stage 
the  excitement  of  the  chase  reaches  fever  heat. 
Each  of  the  hunters  is  eager  to  distinguish 
himself  to  be  the  sue<«8sf  ul  captor,  and  a  series  of 
rapid  and  forcible  digs  of  the  shears  at  the  long 
movingVjody,  asHisted  byenoouragingremarksfrom 
the  spectators  such  as  "Mind and  no  miHs  him," 
and  '■  O'd  Tarn,  canny  canny  yell ;  cut  him  in  twa, 
ye  gowk,"  while  a  succeasful capture  is  rewarded  by 


shouts  of  congratulationsinspiringconfidencein  the 
success  of  the  happy  victor's  future  efforts.  If, 
however,  the  eel  escapes  the  lightning  dart  of 
the  shears,  the  howl  of  execration  which  follows 
the  failure  warns  the  huntsman  that  he  is  at  the 
mercy  of  stinging  epithets,  if  not  of  unqualified 
ejaculations  from  the  disappointed  crowd.  Should 
the  eel  succeed  in  escaping  the  third  dart  of  the 
weapon,  he  not  unfrequently  escapes,  as  the  mud 
in  the  bed  of  the  stream  in  being  so  disturbed  at 
once  dims  the  water,  and  thus  screens  the  fish 
from  view.  I  had  no  intention  of  stopping  longer 
than  to  see  a  capture  or  two,  but  the  fascination 
of  the  sport  became  infectious  to  me,  as  I 
experienced  that  night  to  my  cost.  My  friend 
and  I  had  promised  most  faithfully  to  our  wives 
that  our  hours  of  recreation  this,  evening  would 
be  limited  to  a  certain  hour,  but  when  we  found 
ourselves  in  the  midst  of  such  an  unexpected 
event  our  appreciation  of  the  words  "  be  truthful " 
became  somewhat  blunted,  and  suggestions  were 
humorously  exchanged  as  to  what  would  be  the 
best  coloured  story  to  excuse  our  prolonged 
absence. 

It  is  the  rule  in  the  hvmi  that  followers  must 
on  no  account  outrun  the  huntsmen,  so  as  not  to 
disturb  the  "quarry  "in  front.  I  found  myself 
for  some  time  an  obedient  observer  of  this  rule, 
until  the  excitement  attending  successive  captures 
somehow  or  other  impaired  the  retentive  qualities 
of  my  memory.  More  intent  in  obtaining  the 
first  glimpse  of  the  slimy  monsters,  I  unconsciously 
found  myseK  outstripping  the  leaders,  but  was 
brought  up  immediately  to  a  sense  of  obedience 
in  a  manner  I  never  anticipated.  Pursuing  my 
way  in  the  darkness  too  far  in  front  of  the  torch 
I  suddenly  realised  the  penalty  of  disobedience 
by  finding  my  heels  where  my  head  should  be,  and 
my  anatomy  became  curled  up  between  the  con- 
verging points  of  two  ditches.  My  friend  was 
close  behind,  and  his  remark  on  observing  my 
position,  "  Ter  surely  no  tired  that  yer  trying  to 
stand  on  yer  held,"  did  not  by  any  means  tend  to 
soothe  my  feelings  of  humiliationat  being  observed 
in  such  an  undignified  position.  I  felt  at  that 
moment  my  power  of  speech  had  gone,  for  my 
thoughts  were  too  much  engaged  in  fancying  what 
condition  my  clothes  would  be  in  when  they 
became  revealed  to  the  light  of  day.  My  friend 
tried  to  soothe  my  feelings  by  remarking  that  I 
must  look  upon  such  accidents  as  a  natural 
sequence  to  recklessness.  The  last  word  had  just 
been  uttered  when  I  saw  his  arms  wildly  clutching 
at  space,  and  a  second  after  he  lay  curled  up  witliin 
the  narrow  Rmits  of  a  sheep  drain.  The  extent  of 
his  chagrin  at  being  precipitated  so  suddenly 
after  my  misfortune  was  evidenced  by  a  series  of 
emphatic  ejaculations  he  uttered  from  the  gloomy 
depths  of  that  sheep  drain.  I  could  not  miss  the 
opportunity  of  retorting,  when  he  again  appeared, 
that  surely  such  an  accident  did  not  take  place 
out  of  a  faithful  regard  to  or  was  the  natural 
consequence  of  caution,  to  which  he  smilingly 
replied,  "  We  are  quits."  The  rugged  state  of  the 
bank  now  necessitated  great  vigilance  to  be 
exercised  in  picking  our  steps,  and  obstacles  such 
as  fences  of  barbed  wire,  broken  dykes,  and  yawning 
ditches  required,  as  may  be  imagined,  considerable 
caution  to  negotiate.  The  hunt,  by  nature  of  the 
water  being  free  from  such  hindrances,  frequently 
left  us  in  the  rear,  and  on  such  occasions  when 
endeavouring  to  overtake  it  our  misfortunes 
obviously  kept  pace  with  us.  Such  an  occasion, 
however,  formed  a  feature  of  enjoyment,  original 
in  its  nature,  because  of  its  sympathetic  tendency 
to  enjoy,  in  your  moment  of  safety,  the  victim's 
collapse.  During  this  period  conversations  were 
suddenly  broken  off  by  the  speaker  being  as 
suddenly  precipitated  without  any  warning  into 
most  unexpected  and  uninviting  positions,  and  it 
was  commonly  observed  as  a  significance  of  the 
severity  of  such  accidents  that  on  his  reappear- 
ance the  speaker  evinced  no  desire  to  finish  the 
unconcluded  part  of  his  narrative.  The  undula- 
tions of  the  ground,  which  are  unobserved  in  the 
darkness,  form  an  unpleasant  interruption  to  a 
congenial  conversation,  as  it  too  frequently 
happens  that  an  animated  chat  is  abruptly 
terminated  by  your  neighbour  suddenly  making 
violent  clutches  at  your  legs  in  his  desperation  to 
save  himself  from  an  unknown  destination.  If 
bis  hold  is  firm  you  must  follow  him,  and  on  this 
evening  I  found,  much  to  my  disinclination,  that 
I  was  a  "  brother  in  arms  "  to  a  few,  and  a  com- 
passionate observer  of  many.    Incidents  of  this 


type,  by  virtue  of  their  uncongenial  consequences, 
would  at  times  make  our  natures  mourn  ia 
savage  remorse  at  ever  having  joined  thehuntatall. 
Our  vitality  was  being  put  to  a  severe  test,  and 
occasional  desertions  from  the  company  indicated 
that  the  physical  stamina  had  rebelled  against  the 
moral  courage  of  the  man.  It  was  now  about 
2  a.m. — two  hours  after  I  had  promised  to  be 
home.  Numerous  captures,  amusing  incidents, 
and  laughable  accidents  were  now  following  each 
other  in  such  rapid  succession  that  I  became 
regardless  of  cost  to  clothing  and  health,  and,  not- 
withstanding my  mishaps,  became  still  more 
fascinated  with  the  chase.  As  shout  after  shout 
announced  the  death-knell  of  another  eel,  I 
became  heedless  of  home  and  friends,  until 
another  plunge,  again  head  first,  though  fortu- 
nately this  time  not  so  deep  as  the  last,  but 
which  again  extorted  from  my  friend  the  exaspe- 
rating remark,  "  Yer  no  trying  to  fix  them  wae 
yer  teeth,  are  ye  ? "  drew  me  up,  upon  being 
extricated,  to  consider  my  true  position.  I  felt  2 
I  went  much  further,  that  a  repetition  of  such 
disasters  would  probably  end  in  one  more  serious, 
and  in  a  hopeful  expectancy  of  a  favourable 
answer,  inquired  of  my  henchman  if  the  hunt  was 
not  nearing  its  end.  He  replied,  "  That  depends 
on  the  number  of  torches  they  have  in  the  bag,  as 
well  as  upon  the  time  they  intend  to  stay."  The 
tone  of  voice  in  which  this  was  uttered  made  me 
feel  that  he  for  one  at  this  time  had  no  intention 
of  retiring,  and,  as  his  knowledge  of  the  locality 
was  an  intimate  one,  I  had  no  alternative  but  to 
follow,  expecting  that  the  dawn,  which  was  now 
about  breaking,  would  direct  my  steps  in  greater 
safety.  Perfect  immunity  from  scares  and 
sudden  downward  plunges  was  not  to  be  expected, 
but  visions  of  violent  contacts  with  the  ground, 
which  so  thoroughly  had  proved  the  law 
of  gravitation  in  the  preceding  parts  of 
the  evening,  no  longer  appeared,  and  fears 
of  further  disasters  gradually  diminished.  The 
number  of  followers  was  now  fewer,  as  many 
had  left  when  they  began  to  experience  the  dis- 
comforts of  wet  feet  and  torn  trousers,  but  some, 
like  myself,  were  compulsorily  compelled  to  fol- 
low by  reason  of  being  unacquainted  with  the 
locality  and  utter  strangers  to  where  was  the 
nearest  road  home.  As  another  torch  was  being 
lit  I  inquired  how  many  eels  had  been  caught, 
but  to  this  I  could  get  no  accurate  answer, 
although  it  was  thought  to  be  thirty.  Remarking 
to  my  friend  that  I  had  had  enough  of  it,  although 
still  loth  to  leave  the  hunt  till  its  close,  a  person 
now  joined  my  friend  and  me  whom  we  had  not 
noticed  during  the  evening,  but  whose  extra- 
ordinary appearance  I  could  discern  by  means  of 
the  first  streaks  of  the  morning  light,  which  was 
now  gradually  appearing  in  the  east.  He  had 
met  with  disaster  after  disaster.  His  boots  a  few 
hours  before  had  been  black,  but  they  were  now 
bleached  into  a  fashionable  light  tan.  His 
trousers  bore  evidence  of  severe  usage,  the  con- 
dition of  the  back  parts  of  which  indicated  the 
unmistakeable  fact  that  he  had  been  toboganning 
down  some  clay  ditch,  while  his  hat  from  its 
battered  appearance  showed  it  had  not  always 
been  in  its  proper  place.  He  was  not  ashamed  to 
recount  some  of  his  adventures,  a  few  of  which 
were  liidicrous,  and  were  more  sensational  than 
my  own,  as  for  instance  he  had  repeatedly  los 
footing  on  the  river  bank  in  his  anxiety  to  folio 
the  movements  of  the  eel,  and  on  each  occasio 
had  made  an  unwished  for  acquaintance  with  th 
water.  "I  am  perfectly  plashing,"  said  h 
"  from  head  to  foot,  and  I  dinna  ke 
what  the  wife  will  say,  but  I  hope  sh 
is  sleeping  when  I  get  in,  for  I  am  thinkin 
I'll  hae  to  use  my  Sunday  claes  for  my  wark  th 
morn."  This  observation  made  my  friend  an 
me  take  a  rapid  survey  of  our  own  condition,  an 
with  the  exception  that  our  boots  had  not 
vestige  of  blacking  left  on  them,  we  satisfied  ou 
selves  that  in  other  respects  our  appearance  bo 
a  favourable  comparison  to  his,  although  th 
roguish  twinkle  in  his  eye  did  not  denote  ent' 
acquiescence  in  this.  A  shout  at  this  instan 
from  the  torch  bearer,  announcing  to  t" 
company  that  the  last  torch  had  left  his  bag, 
came  to  me  as  a  relief.  Anticipating  an  early 
collapse  of  this  torch,  on  account  of  its  having 
some  time  before  accidentally  fallen  in  the  water, 
which  naturally  cooled  its  inflammable  qualities, 
the  huntsmen  now  quickened  their  pace,  and  eels 
if  not  caught  at  the  first  dart  were  left  to  provide 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


"FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund— the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  wUl 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 

KXNETEENTH  LIST. 

£  s.  d. 

Ch'ssold  Angling  Society  (per  Mr.  J.  Faulkner,  sec.) :  Mr.  J.  Faulkner,  Is. ;  Mr. 

Sistwood,  Is   0   2  0 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society  (^er  Mr.-G.  Barr,  sec.) — second  donation: 

Mr.  E.  Wicks,  Is. ;  Friends  of  Mr.  J.  Franks,  Is.  9d   0   2  9 

Proceeds  from  Mr.  Rambottom's  Fish  Pond  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  (per  Mr. 

J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf)   4   0  0 


4   4  9 

Amount  from  eighteenth  list   220   3  6 


Total   224   8  2 

Other  donations  promised  but  not  yet  to  hand. 


another  night's  sport.  The  last  embers  of  the 
torch  dropped,  and  the  hunt  was  declared  at  an 
end.  Nothing  further  remained  but  to  count  the 
eels  caught,  and  a  ringing  cheer  rent  the  stillness 
of  the  surrounding  woods  with  the  announcement 
that  forty  had  been  killed,  and  would  be  packed 
to  England  that  morning.  The  time  was  now 
3  a.m.,  and  we  were  fully  three  miles  from 
Earlston.  The  return  by  road  in  the  beautiful 
morning  wa  s  relieved  by  stories  and  references  to 
the  different  incidents  of  the  hunt,  and  I  arrived 
home,  although  tired,  at  4  a.m.  Our  prolonged 
absence  and  fatigued  appearance  did  not  need 
much  explanation,  as  information  during  the 
evening  that  the  eel  hunt  was  "on"  had 
providentially  paved  the  way  to  a  pleasant  meet- 
ing, and  our  wives  were  patiently  waiting  before 
a  sumptuous  table  our  safe  return.  Thus 
terminated  an  eventful  and  exciting  night  as  a 
spectator  of  an  eel  hunt  in  the  Leader. 

J.  Buddie. 


THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 


At  the  annual  meeting  on  Thursday,  March  22, 
Mr.  W.  Pingo  Horton  was  unanimously  elected 
president  for  the  year.  Mr.  Horton  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  members  of  the  club,  and  has  been 
on  the  committee  for  many  years.  He  is  a 
barrister,  and  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  law 
actions  relating  to  fisheries.  He  is  a  salmon  and 
dry-fly  expert,  and  the  club  owes  chiefly  to  his 
exertions  the  really  splendid  collection  of  salmon 
fly  material  it  now  possesses. 


BIRMINGHAM  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 

The  Birmingham  Fly  i-'ishers'  Club  has  now  completed 
the  first  year  of  its  existence,  and  from  the  secretary's 
report  it  appears  that  the  society  is  in  a  distinctly  satis- 
factory ondition,  seeing  that  there  is  a  fair  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer,  and  that  arrangements  have 
recently  been  completed  whereby  the  fishing  available  for 
members  on  the  tiver  _  Blythe,  at  Hamstall  Kidware 
-^Stafiordshire),  has  been  increased  in  extent  to  more  than 
double  that  which  they  were  able  to  fish  last  year. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  club  was  held  at  the 
Great  Weetem  Hotel,  Birmingham,  on  Monday  last,  a 
good  attendance  of  members  being  present.  After  the 
usual  votes  of  thanks  to  the  auditors  and  other  officers  for 
past  services,  the  election  of  the  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  was  prccseded  with,  Mr.  Hugh  A.  N.  Smith  being 
-again  appointed  president,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Round  hono- 
■  rary  solicitor,  whilst  Messrs.  W.  Hampson,  W.  H.  Flint, 
A.  E,  Cooper,  and  J.  S,  Clarkson  were  nominated  to 


constitute  the  committee,  with  Mr.  Arthur  T.  Sadler,  of 
Water  Orbon,  near  Birmingham,  as  honorary  (raasurer 
and  secretary.  A  comprehensive  code  of  rules  was  also 
discussed  and  adopted,  under  which  the  original  limit  upon 
the  membership  is  still  maintained.  The  subscription 
remains  at  one  guinea  per  annum.  Artificial  fly  only  may 
be  used  on  the  club  water,  except  during  the  winter 
months,  when  grayling  miy  be  fished  for  with  bait.  No 
trout  under  9in,  (eye  to  tail  fork)  or  grayling  under  7ia. 
may  be  taken,  &c. 

With  regard  to  the  results  of  the  fishing  during  the  past 
season,  the  register  that  has  been  kept  at  Hamstall  shows 
that  the  trout  fishing  has  been  rather  a  failure,  but  that 
grayling  have  been  very  plentiful,  there  being  several 
entries  of  five  brace  and  over  of  good  fish,  running  up  to 
lib.  in  weight,  whilst  some  fair  baskets  of  chub  and  dace 
have  been  taken  with  the  fly  in  some  parts  of  the  stream. 
Record  has  also  been  kept  of  the  flies  used,  from  which  it 
is  gathered  that  the  Red  Spinner,  Wickham  Fancy,  Hare's 
Ear,  Blue  and  Olive  Duns,  Red  Tag,  and  Fog  Black,  have 
been  the  most  attractive  patterns,  and  that  the  members 
who  have  been  most  generally  successful  have  relied 
principally  on  the  dry  fly,  although  the  credit  cf  the 
best  basket  goes  to  the  wet  fly. 

Now_  that  the  club  (in  which,  by  the  bye,  there  are 
vacancies  for  two_  rods),  has  been  established  on  a  satis- 
factory basis,  an  immediate  attempt  is  to  be  made  to 
remedy  the  scarcity  of  trout  in  their  portion  of  the  stream 
by  turning  in  some  two-year-old  J'ario,  and  the  result  of 
this  experiment  will  be  watched  with  considerable  interest. 

Hon.  Sec. 


TWELFTH  ANNUAL  LEA  COMPETITION 

IN  AID  OF  THE  FUNDS  OF  THE 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

On  March  IS,  388  competitors  assembled  at  St.  Mar- 
garet's. Weather  very  cold,  water  fiir  colour.  The 
successful  competitors  were  : 

lb.   oz.  dr. 


1.  J.  Osborne.  Great  Northern    1  8J  2 

2.  F.  Renn,  Wenlook   0  ll|  2 

3.  G.  Watling,  Amicable  Waltonians  ...  0  ll|  2 

4.  J.  Wiltfhire,  Hoxton  Brothers    0  10|  2 

5.  H.  Bailey,  Hoxton  Brothers    0  9  2 

6.  E.  Wild,  Dalston    0  9  0 

7.  F.  Harding,  Amicable  Brothers   0  7  2 

8.  J.  Newton,  jun  ,  West  Ham  Brothers  0  6  2 

9.  C.  Woods,  Original  Clerkenwell    0  6  0 

10.  C.  Robinson,  Clissold    0  5i  2 

11.  H.  Killick,  Lincoln    0  4|  3 

12.  E.  Argent,  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  0  3  S\ 

13.  H.  Herbert,  Islington  Brothers   0  3  3  ) 

14.  J.  Stevens,  nil   0  2^  2 

15.  H.  Hanson,  Good  Intent   0  2|  3 


The  remaining  twenty-nine  prizes  will  be  competed  for 
on  March  26;  same  conditions,  same  place. 

The  amount  collected  by  Messrs.  G.  Hunt  and  J,  A. 
Fitch  will  be  announced  next  week. 

The  arrangements  were  carried  out  by  ftlessrs.  C.  A. 
Modcilf,  C.  Watling,  S.  Malby,  and  numerous  committee. 

S.  Malby. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  (Etrn).— The  opening  of  the  trout  season 
owiijg  to  the  cold  winds  and  frosty  mornings  is  not 
promising.  Very  few  fish  have  teen  seen  on  the  move  up 
to  the  present  time.  The  courteous  and  popular  maLager 
of  the  Windsor  waterworks  (Mr.  Sainty)  sent  for  me  on 
Thursday  last  to  see  a  jack  which  turned  the  scale  at 
12ilb.,  which  his  men  had  taken  out  at  the  grating  ontfide 
the  turban  house.  The  fish  was  in  good  condition  and  fall 
of  spawn,  but  had  lost  its  eyesight  and  was  nearly  dead. 
I  was  out  last  week  with  Messrs.  A.  Brown,  A.  Stevenson, 
and  S.  Stevens,  members  of  the  Windsor  and  Eton 
Preservation  Association,  and  netted  all  the  waters  where 
fish  were  likely  to  be  left  behind  after  the  flood,  but 
although  we  went  over  each  piece  of  water  several  times  we 
only  found  a  few  hundred  roach  left  behind,  which  were 
safely  carted  back  and  returned  to  the  river.— Cecil 

HOWLETT. 

  (Iieohlatle,  Criolrlade,    &3.).  —  The  season 

closed  here  on  Thursday  in  last  week  under  favourable 
conditions,  and  a  number  of  pike  and  perch  fishers  were 
out  during  the  last  few  days  on  the  St.  .John's  Bridge  and 
adjacent  waters.  Mrs.  Parker,  of  Oxford,  wound  up  the 
season  with  a  pretty  take  of  pike  and  perch,  with  two  and 
a  half  brace  of  the  former  averaging  nearly  51b.  each. 
Amongst  others  who  have  been  out  here  since  my  last 
report  have  been  Messrs.  Wentworth,  Sturgeon,  Manning, 
John  Morgan,  Brotherston,  Lovett,  Moir,  Nicholson, 
Sparks,  &c.  The  season,  taken  altogether,  except  for 
pike  and  chub,  has  not  been  up  to  the  average;  but  the 
whopping  pike  taken  since  Christmas  made  up  for  a  good 
deal.  Trouting  season  opens  on  April  1,  and  river  is  in 
good  order  at  present. — Bamblee. 

  (Walton). — Out  on  the  closing  day  again  with  Mr. 

Alderson  ;  we  got  five  dozen  parch,  some  of  them  weighing 
IJlb.  and  lib.  each.  Mr.  Price,  out  in  one  of  my  punts 
again  also  on  the  closing  day,  got  two  dozen  perch  and 
another  tench  weighing  lib.  14oz. ;  all  the  perch  were 
returned.  Judging  from  the  quantity  of  perch  I  have 
returned  this  season,  and  others  I  have  seen,  I  have  good 
reason  to  believe  that  there  is  at  this  present  time  more  of 
these  fish  in  this  part  of  the  Thames  than  I  have  ever  seen 
before.  The  jack  and  perch  are  now  working  on  their 
spawning  beds,  and,  as  the  water  is  gone  down  nearly  to  its 
summer  level,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  this  spawning 
season  will  again  te  a  very  succeesful  one.  Up  to  the 
present  I  have  not  seen  any  fish  stranded  since  the  flood 
has  gone  down.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing  I  have  not  seen 
a  trout  feed,  the  weather  being  too  cold- — John  Hone. 

Ancholme  Bistrict.— It  is  too  cold  at  present  for 
trout  fishing,  but  one  young  gentleman  has  been  out  on  a 
local  water  twice._  The  first  day  he  got  a  brace,  and 
yesterday  seven,  including  two  fontinalis ;  they  were 
caught  with  worm.  A  few  flies  are  beginning  to  hatch 
out,  but  they  are  mainly  lance  flies.  I  have  as  yet  seen  no 
aquatic  ones. — Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Coin,  Leaoh,  &c.  (East  QloncesterBliire).  — 
Several  important  ra  stockings  of  Gloucestershire  trout 
streams  have  recently  taken  place,  chiefly  with  two-year- 
old  fario  from  Hampshire  and  Surrey.  Mr.  Percy  Barker 
has  put  in  500  fine  two-year-olda  in  the  already  well- 
stocked  Fairford  Park  waters  ;  and  Mr.  Frank  Busby  has 
also  re-stocked  the  Bull  Hotel  waters  immediately  adjoin- 
ing with  Sin. /ano  from  Messrs.  Andrews,  of  Crickmere, 
Surrey  ;  and  other  waters  on  the  Upper  and  Lower  Cola 
hive  also  been  replenished  with  yearlings  and  two-year- 
olds.  The  Coin  throughout  its  course  is  m  splendid  order, 
and  the  spawning  season  has  been  a  capital  one.  The 
opening  season  at  Fairford,  on  the  hotel  waters,  is  as  of 
yore,  on  April  1.  On  the  Leach  Mr.  Walter  Galpin  has 
re-stccked  a  pretty  stretch  (which  he  is  renting  for  the 
season)  with  two-year-olds  from  the  Itchen,  and  the  Lech- 
lade  Mill  waters  have  also  been  re-stocked.  Altogether  I 
personally  know  of  some  500  brace  of  two-year-olds  being 
introduced  into  the  Fairford  and  Lechlade  districts  in 
the  Coin  and  Leach.  Best  flies  for  opening  given  in  last 
report,  but  can  be  obtained  locally.  Weather  fine. — Pan. 

Coxnlsh.  Streams. — It  was  most  unfortunate  that 
the  opening  day,  March  16,  and  the  four  or  five  succeeding 
it,  were  probably  the  coldest  days  of  the  winter.  It  is 
all  the  more  unfortunate  because  the  conservators,  with 
every  desire  to  preserve  the  trout  and  let  them  develop, 
have  fixed  a  later  date  for  the  commencement  thin  is 
adopted  in  other  districts.  Several  reds  have  been  out  on 
the  bright  sunny  days,  when  the  effect  of  the  snow  was 
over,  and  have  had  very  fair  sport.  All  the  tributary 
streams  of  the  Camel  and  Fowey  are  well  stocked — 
naturally,  of  course.  There  is  strong  expressed  objection 
to  the  Fowey  Conservators  not  starting  short  season 
tickets,  and  the  local  press  has  taken  up  the  case.^ 
Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  District).— On  some  days  trout 
have  been  taking  pretty  freely,  in  spite  of  the  extreme 
coldness  of  the  water.  The  winds  are  keen,  and  com- 
paratively few  rods  are  regularly  on  the  river.  On 
Tuesday  Mr.  Soper  basketed  a  nice  lot  of  two  dozen,  and 
three  visitors  from  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge  (Messrs. 
Thomas,  Bscombe,  and  Mekin),  were  each  able  to  creel 
several  brace.  The  biggest  takes  seem  to  fall  to  the  rod 
of  Mr.  Wright,  of  Buckfastleigh,  who  fishes  near  the 
factory  town.  It  is  reported  that  he  1  as  had  several  days 
with  six  dozen  to  his  credit,  once  reaching  over  ICO.  Mr. 
Dawson  (Ipplepen)  landed  a  nice  dish  cn  Tuesday,  whilst 
last  week  Mr.  B.  Distin  creeled  a  couple  of  dczi  a ;  Mr.  H.  T. 
Distin,  nine  brace ;  and  Mr.  M.  Revell,  about  a  dozen. 
Mr.  Salisbury  has  also  killed  seme  good  fish.  The 
restriction  by  the  Angling  Association  havirg  been 
removed,  any  kind  of  bait  can  now  be  used  at  Totni  s  Weir. 
The  best  fliee  for  trout  just  now  are  Bunker's  Mareh 
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Brown,  Bine  Upright,  Half  Stone,  acd  Edmond's  Palmer. 
Sport  with  salmon  is  etill  "  off,"  althoogh  mention  should 
have  been  made  last  week  of  a  capture  ot  a  tejuty  by  Dr. 
Norman,  Paignton,  a  very  keen  salmon  fisherman.  There 
is  considerable  C3mplaint  of  the  number  of  otters  in  the 
river.  Last  season  the  river  was  infested  with  otters,  and 
it  is  hoped  the  Dartmoor  hounds  will  be  given  a  few  days 
in  the  district. 

DeTonshire  Streams. — Sport  is  anything  but  brisk 
at  present,  and,  taken  generally,  the  season  has  opened 
baaly,  but  the  exceptionally  heavy  floods  and  the  cold 
winds  prevailing  since  fishing  commenced  must  be  blamed. 
Salmon  fishing  eeems  more  hopeless  than  last  year,  very 
few  fish  having  run,  but  from  most  of  the  rivers  come 
reports  that  trout  are  fairly  numerous.  On  the  Upper 
Teign  the  season  has  commenced  well,  good  baskets  of 
well-conditicned  trout  having  been  made.  The  Upper 
Teign  invariably  provides  good  sport  for  the  early  visitors 
to  the  moorland. — Detoxian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Water  and  weather  are  now 
both  favourable  for  fishing,  but,  thus  far,  little  or  nothing 
has  been  attempted  einca  grayling  went  out  of  season,  but, 
thus  far,  we  have  not  heard  of  a  single  angler  getting  a 
blank  day.  They  have  done  a  little  if  not  much. — D.  and 
W.  H.  Foster,  Ashbourne. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Sport  hag  not  been  so  good  during 
the  past  week,  the  heavy  fall  of  snow  on  Sunday  night 
having  probably  something  to  do  with  it.  On  March  13, 
Mr.  F.  Sandeman  had  a  fish,  221b.  On  the  14th,  Mr. 
Coulthard,  one,  81b.,  and  the  Warwick  Hall  keeper,  one, 
101b.  On  the  15th,  Mr.  Husake  got  a  12-pounder  at 
Armathwaite.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  F.  W.  Branson,  one,  81b., 
in  the  Edenhall  waters  (thanks  to  the  Armathwaite  pass). 
On  the  irth,  the  Corby  Castle  keeper  had  two,  81b.  and 
101b. ;  Mr.  E.  Brown,  one,  171b.,  at  Brocklenash  ;  and 
Mr.  T.  Bobinson,  two,  141b.  and  Tib.,  between  Wetheral 
and  Warwick.  Very  few  fresh  fish  are  now  running,  and 
the  nets  are  doing  badly.  Trout  are  beginning  to  tafee  the 
fly,  but  they  are,  as  a  rule,  in  poor  condition. — Silver 
Grey. 

£xe  and  Barle  (Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel).— Gold 
winds,  rain,  and  snow  have  had  the  effect  cf  making 
tisbing  in  the  Exe  and  Barle  later  than  the  past  few  years. 
We  have,  however,  made  a  start  now,  and  some  fair 
baskets  are  being  taken.  Mr.  J.  Lane,  DenBham,  has  had 
several  consecutive  successful  days. — Blue  Upright. 

Bxe  and  Canal  (Exeter).—  Quite  a  second  edition 
of  winter  has  favoured  us  during  the  past  three  or  four 
days,  snow  and  hail  storms,  accompanied  by  biting  east 
winds,  rendering  thing3  generally  miserable.  It  has,  of 
course,  put  a  complete  check  on  piscatorial  pursuits,  and 
the  river  is  now  charged  with  snow  broth,  which  will  put 
fieh  off  feed  for  a  few  diys  to  come  certainly.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  any  good  sport  will  be  had  either  with 
salmon  or  trout  until  we  get  a  good  honest  rainfall  and  a 
warmer  wind. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Distriot  (Sontn  Lines,  and  Cambs.).— 
The  anglers  on  the  Fen  drains  have  now  to  hold  their 
hands  for  a  s3asoD.  Qaite  a  large  number  of  visitcra 
stayed  in  the  Sntfleet  district  until  the  last.  Though 
roaching  proved  a  bit  disappointing,  perch  in  plenty  wera 
gained  by  both  dew  and  brandling  worm.  Pike  fishers 
held  on  at  the  Fortyfoot  until  the  last.  Best  fish  taken 
on  the  spinning  tackle  reached  about  81b.  As  Eoon  as 
finer  wea'her  comes  privileged  ones  will  be  after  the  trout 
in  the  Upland  district. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— The  laet  days  of 
the  coarse  season  were  not  utilised  to  any  great  extent  on 
the  Idle  and  the  Ryton.  The  Trent,  however,  which  was 
reported  in  the  pink  of  condition,  proved  an  attraction, 
but  most  of  these  met  with  disappointment.  Fishing,  on 
the  last  day,  one  of  the  experts  from  Yorkshire  brought 
away  121b.  of  good  sized  roach,  and  that  is  about  the  only 
effort  worth  a  mention.  Trout  fishing  in  this  district  will 
not  be  anything  like  popular  for  another  month  or  so. 
Finer  weather  will  have  to  make  its  appearance  to  tempt 
persons  to  the  woodlands. — L, 

Iiake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).  —  Since  my  last 
report  sent  in  fishing  has  been  out  of  the  question,  on 
account  of  the  aictic  weather  we  are  having.  Fishermen 
here,  however,  in  epite  of  the  weather,  have  been  having  a 
good  time.  _  The  birthday  of  one  of  the  most  noted  anglers 
who  fish  this  lake  has  taken  the  best  part  of  the  week  to 
celebrate,  and  this,  combined  with  the  good  news  from  the 
war,  has  almost  compensated  the  fly  fichera  for  a  few  days 
loes  (jf  sport.  To-day  it  looks  as  if  there  is  going  to  be  a 
change.  The  sun  is  out  at  last,  and  there  is  every  prospect 
of  good  fishing. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Xribncarles.— There  was  a  Ibig  crowd  of 
anglers  up  the  Lea  on  the  occasion  of  the  competition  held 
on  behalf  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  but  as 
showing  how  dull  sport  was  it  may  be  mentioned  that  out 
of  the  'i88  competitors  only  fifteen  caught  sizeable  fish,  and 
many  of  the  prizes  were  thus  not  taken.  The  fish  were 
quite  off  the  feed,  the  result  doubtless  of  the  frosty,  cold 
weather  and  the  boisterous  wind.  Large  numbers  of 
ekilfnl  wielders  of  the  "  pole  "  failed  even  to  get  a  nibble, 
bnt  when  the  competition  is  resumed  to-morrow  I  hope 
better  sport  will  be  met  with.  The  results  among  the 
roach,  I  may  eay,  have  been  generally  p  )or  this  past  week, 
and  few  n-ally  decentsdmpleshave  been  obtained  ;  chubhave 
also  been  very  quiet.  Perch  and  pike  fiihiug  is  now  ovfr 
on  the  river,  and  I  was  glad  to  hear  that  at  the  delegate 
meeting  of  the  London  A  n piers'  Association  on  Monday 
night  reference  was  made  to  the  taking  and  retention  of  so 
many  valuable  in-gpiwn  perch  from  the  association's 
p-ivate  waters  op  the  Lea.  I  quite  agree  with  the  opinion 
•  xpressed  that  perch  fishing  should  close  bjfore  March  14, 
For  my  part,  I  would  like  to  see  it  made  illeg,i,l  to  take 
parch  both  in  the  Lea  and  Thamea  after  Feb.  J5,  Count- 
leje  millions  of  perch  are  lost  to  thoee  rivers  and  to  future 
sport  consequent  upon  the  slaughter  of  fish  bursting  with 
•pawn,  but  still  anglers  seem  blind  to  their  own  intereata. 
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The  Lea,  ae  a  result  of  the  rains,  has  risen  again,  but 
should  be  found  in  nice  colour  by  the  end  of  the  week.  In 
the  Stort  anglers  closed  the  season  with  the  capture  of  a 
few  good  roach  and  perch,  but,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Lea 
fish,  the  latter  were  in  the  majority  of  cases  heavy  ia 
spawn.  Some  nice  trout  have  been  showing  lately  in  the 
Beane. — Izaak  Walton. 

Xingr?  and  Arrow  (Iieomlnster). — Both  these 
streams  have  been  visited  with  some  very  rough  weather, 
and  angling  is  once  more  at  a  standstill.  The  water  was 
in  good  order  for  fishing  up  to  Saturday,  but  the  weather 
was  cold,  and  angling  was  not  brisk.  Heavy  snow  fell 
on  Sunday  and  Monday,  and  covered  the  ground  several 
inches,  and,  a  thaw  setting  in,  the  rivers  were  soon  running 
full  of  snow  water,  which  has  stopped  all  fishing  until  it 
runs  off,  which  will  not  be  this  week.  Little  fishing  done 
as  yet,  and  the  season  looks  like  being  late  for  Eport.  The 
Piraley  is  coloured. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kin^slasd).— 
Although  rivers  are  at  a  fishable  level  there  is  bound  to  be 
snow  water  in  them,  for  on  Saturday  last  we  had  some 
showers  of  enow  and  hail,  whilst  on  Sunday  snow  fell  all 
the  afternoon,  covering  the  ground  in  this  neighbourhood 
to  the  depth  of  Sin.  or  4in.,  whilst  on  the  uplands 
and  hills  of  Radnorshire  (where  theae  rivers  rise)  there  was 
at  least  four  times  the  amount,  which  has  not  all  as  yet 
naelted,  and  will  keep  the  rivers  in  an  unfavourable  condi- 
tion for  fishing.  Do  not  think  there  can  be  much  hope 
for  anything  like  good  sport  before  the  concluding  days  of 
present  month.  At  time  of  writing  (6.30  p.m.  Wednesday) 
the  weather  is  misty  and  threatening ;  glass  low,  and 
wind  east  to  north. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— We  have  had  a  good 
freshet,  and  at  present  time  of  reporting  (Wednesday 
eveninsr,  March  21),  the  river  is  in  perfect  order  for  the 
fly.  Yesterday  (Tuesday),  it  was  too  muddy  in  a  general 
way,  but  in  certain  places  where  it  was  not  too  deep,  trout 
took  the  sunk  fly.  One  rod,  at  Tipton  St.  John's,  killed 
eleven,  best  fish  being  lib,,  but  to-day  they  would  scarcely 
look  at  anything  A  very  keen  north-easterly  wind  is 
blowing.  Blue  Upright,  February  Red,  Hare's  Ear,  and 
Middle  Blue  are  good  flies — Heron. 

Severn,  V^rnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cftin  (Llanymy- 
nech). — We  have  had  a  few  more  days  of  very  winterly 
weather  in  this  neighbourhood.  Snow  commenced  to  fall 
on  Thursday  in  last  week,  and  continued  at  frequent 
intervals  until  Sunday  afternoon,  when  it  commenced  in 
real  earnest,  and  continued  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
the  following  night,  so  that  by  Monday  morning  the 
ground  was  covered  over  with  snow  several  inches  in 
depth,  and  which  proved  the  truth  of  the  old  saying,  that 
when  snow  lingers  on  the  ground  it  is  only  waiting  for 
more  to  come  to  fetch  it  away.  To  make  matters  worse 
there  was  a  bitterly  cold  east  wind  accompanying  the 
snow,  and  also  a  touch  of  frost  each  night,  bnt  at  present 
the  outlook  is  much  more  cheering.  The  cold  east  wind 
has  left  us,  and  in  its  place  a  balmy  wind  from  the  south- 
west, so  that  the  snow  has  disappeared,  as  if  by  magic, 
from  all  the  low  lands,  and  is  now  only  visible  on  the  very 
highest  of  the  Welsh  mountains.  Of  course,  under  such 
untoward  conditions  angling  has  been  altogether  out  of 
the  question,  and  the  only  item  of  news  of  this  description 
is  that  at  last  one  salmon  has  been  taken  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  Severn.  It  was  captured  at  Shawardine,  a  few 
miles  above  Shrewsbury,  was  201b.  in  weight,  and  in  very 
good  condition. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— There 
were  but  few  fish  taken  on  the  closing  days  of  the  season, 
the  cold  winds  materially  interfering  with  sport.  A  nice 
pike  weighing  71b.  Ooz.  wae  taken  from  the  Hamsey 
portion  of  the  Ouse  by  Mr.  Durrant,  who  also  securad 
roach  up  to  lib.  6oz.  In  previous  years  the  Ouse  has  been 
open  to  subscribers  until  the  end  ot  April,  but  this  season 
the  river  is  closed  for  all  coarse  fishing  until  June  16. 
There  are  good  trout  in  the  river  worth  a  visit  later  on, 
and  the  numerous  backwaters  are  worth  a  day  if 
permission  can  be  obtained ;  but  in  the  thick  wooded 
streams  worming  is  the  only  available  method.  The 
Rother  holds  a  few  good  trout,  and  is  fishable  with  fly  or 
minnow.  Baits  can  be  obtained  on  the  spot.  During  the 
recess  harbour  fishing  is  worth  a  trial.  A  few  smelt  and 
small  bass  are  now  to  be  se ea,  and  with  warmer  weather 
these  delicacies  will  yield  pleasure  and  profit.  The  powers 
that  be  seein  to  take  but  little  heed  of  Chichester  canal, 
as  at  the  basin  the  overflow  from  the  sewers  luna  into  it, 
and  recently  the  water  has  been  covered  with  scum  and 
filth.  The  eels  seem  to  thrive  on  it,  as  fieh  up  to  4^1b. 
have  been  taken  during  the  season. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Fishermen  have  not  expected  to 
do  much  this  month,  cold  north-east  winds  with  snow 
broth  continually  running  into  the  vaiions  feeders  of  the 
big  rivers.  I  was  told  by  a  gentleman  who  fishes  the 
Mole,  which  feeds  the  Taw  at  South  Molton  Road  (L.  and 
S.W.  Railway),  sinoa  February,  in  the  warm  parts  of  the 
days,  he  had  taken  some  good  sized  trout,  and  had  hooked 
many  aalmon,  but  the  season  not  being  in,  returned  them. 
— Rusty  Game. 

Telfi  (Iilandyssil,  S.  Wales),— Salmon  have  been 
taking  the  fly  pretty  well.    During  the  last  week  three 


New.s  from  Epsom  on  Dnnny  Day  not  only  oauoes  a  thrill  of 
inteiiHe  interest  among  sporting  ini'n,  but  It  causes  a  flutter  of 
excitement  throughout  England,  o«  many  jjeople  take  an  Intcrast 
In  It  who,  on  other  occasions,  have  no  sympathy  with  racing 
events,  Ko  it  is  in  cases  of  IIIncKa;  when  strangers  are  the 
victims  we  fcol  no  anxiety,  but  when  a  friend  or  relative  is 
stricken  down  wo  await  news  of  their  progrosg  wltli  Impatient 
suspense.  Many  lotttrft  of  thanks  are  written  daily  by  ^.Taleful 
friends,  or  the  sufferers  themselves,  for  the  benefit  received 
through  IJoUoway's  marvellous  medicines.  They  have  been  a 
sourc  e  of  relief  in  almost  every  known  complaint.  The  Pills  give 
tone  to  the  stomach,  increase  the  appolilc,  and  aid  the  dlKOatlon; 
whil.st  the  Ointment,  when  absorbed  into  the  pores,  prevents 
disease  from  having  a  fatal  Inltuencc  upon  the  ayttom. 
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fresh  run  fish  were  taken  in  grand  condition,  weighing 
from  7 Jib.  to  141b.,  and  others  were  lost.  Lower  down 
the  river  a  nice  fish  was  caught  weighing  201b.  Con- 
sidering the  weather  trout  fishers  have  done  well.  A  few 
very  nice  fish  have  been  bagged. — P.  j 

Teme  (Iittdiow). — The  T'eme  in  this  part  wa,s  running  ' 
clear,  and  a  nice  level,  and  iu  good  or  Jer  for  fishing  up  to  , 
Sunday,  when  there  was  a  sudden  change,  and  a  heavy  : 
fall  of  snow  was  had,  covering  the  ground  several  inches,  ! 
Rain  and  sleat  followed,  and  the  snow  soon  began  to  melt,  | 
and  the  rivers  soon  changed  colour  and  rose,  and  they  are  | 
now  running  muddy  and  full  of  snow  water,  and  out  of  i 
order  for  trout  fishing,  and  it  will  be  some  days  before  I 
they  will  be  in  order  again,  as  there  is  still  a  lot  of  snow  | 
on  the  hills  to  come  down.  Before  the  snow  fishing  was  i 
getting  fairly  brisk,  and  the  fish  were  feeding  well  at  thail 
worm.  Pike  were  on  the  feed,  and  two  fine  fish,  lllbn 
each,  were  taken  with  the  live  bait.  An  angler,  fishing  u| 
Castle  Pound,  landed  a  fine  trout  over  lib.  weight  witfl 
worm ;  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Corve  a  chub  2Jlb.  wafl 
taken.  No  fly  fishing  done  of  any  importance.  The  Ony? 
Corve,  Clune,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  coloured  and 
high,  owing  to  the  snow,  and  fishing  in  them  is  at  a  stand- 
still.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbniry). — There  has  been  quite  a  change  in 
the  fishing  prospects  of  this  district  since  last  week.  The 
water  continued  in  good  order  for  fishing,  and  the  fieh  were 
beginning  to  move  well  up  to  Saturday,  when  it  became 
very  cold,  and  snow  fell  heavily  on  Sunday,  and  completely 
upset  all  prospects  of  fly  or  bottom  fishing  for  some  days. 
The  river  is  now  coloured  and  full  of  snow  water,  and 
there  is  a  lot  more  snow  water  to  come  down  off  the  hUls; 
but  fishing  will  be  slow  until  it  runs  off,  which  will  not  be 
before  next  week. — Worc  bstee. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Oloncestershire).— ' 
Season  opens  on  hotel  waters  on  Monday,  March  26.  River 
in  nice  order,  and  a  pretty  show  of  trout.  Weather  fine, 
but  cold.— Sherry  Spinner. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Seuny  Bridge).— Rivera 
are  in  fair  condition  for  fly  fishing,  but  the  weather  ia 
rather  too  cold,  having  had  a  fall  of  6in.  of  snow  on 
March  18.  A  few  fresh-run  salmon  have  been  caught  at 
Brecon.  One,  151b.,  was  caught  by  Larkham  at  Newton 
Pool,  and  sold  to  a  local  fishmonger  for  303. — Poxtsenny. 

Witham,  fto.  (Uid-Xilnoolnshire). — Angling  ig 
over  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Witham  for  a  seaton,  and 
many  a  local  rod  will  be  "  laid  up  in  lavender  "  for  a  time. 
Visitors  will  seek  other  waters,  and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  the 
poacher  will  have  his  innings.  The  reports  of  the  last 
days  were  fairly  satisfactory,  but  those  who  were  after 
pike  fared  the  best.  Many  fish  from  21b.  to  61b,  each 
were  landed,  the  best  specimen  weighing  over  111b,, 
caught  near  the  outfall  of  the  Sleaford  canal.  Some  good 
perch  were  landed  about  Anton  Gowts  Lock.  Some  good 
pike  were  also  got  about  the  Grand  Sluice.  From  Mount 
Pleasant  some  Boston  anglers  brought  home  some  good 
pike,  amongst  the  beat  being  one  of  111b.,  and  another 
121b.,  and  a  third  of  1641b.— Lrci. 

Wye  (Bnilth  Weils).— River  too  low  for  salmon, 
only  two  taken  near  here,  caught  by  C,  G.  Inglis,  17lb. 
atid  231b.  Had  a  fall  of  snow  Sunday,  which  will  not 
improve  angling.  Very  few  trout  taken — weather  too 
cold, — W.  B.  Roberts, 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Ouse,  fto.  (York- 
shire).— The  few  anglers  who  have  up  to  now  been  out 
trout  fishing  have  only  met  with  very  moderate  success. 
There  had  been  a  very  sharp  frost  on  Thursday  night,  and 
the  opening  day  was  brilliantly  fine,  but  the  Yore,  never 
under  favourable  conditions  an  early  river,  did  not  fish 
well ;  one  well-known  angler  tried  the  river,  but  the  fish  he 
caught  were  that  black  and  thin  that  he  returned  every  one 
to  the  water  ;  another  who  brought  a  brace  home  told  me 
they  proved  the  reverse  of  a  tempting  morsel.  The 
weather  on  Saturday  was  fearfully  cold,  with  snow 
showers,  and  the  week  opened  with  fully  6in.  of  snow  up 
the  dales.  Since  the  weather  has  been  more  like  grayling 
fishing  than  trout  fishing  ;  indeed,  several  anglers  tell  me 
they  could  rise  plenty  of  Salmo  thymulus,  but  few  Salmo 
fario.  As  I  write  there  is  snow  water  in  the  Yore  and  its 
tributaries,  and  no  inducement  for  any  of  the  local  hands 
to  turn  out,  and  the  best  advice  1  can  give  intending 
visitors  is  to  wait  until  conditions  are  more  favourable  than 
they  are  at  present.  A  few  trout  have  been  caught  in  the 
Swale  with  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon,  but  the  low 
temperature  and  return  of  winterly  weather  has 
retarded  the  hatch  out  of  the  early  spring  flies, 
and  but  few  fish  have  been  caught  with  the 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Early  Brown,  Needle  Brown,  Spring 
Black,  or  Blue  Hawk,  which  are  the  best  flies  that  can  be 
used  on  either  the  above  rivers  or  their  tributary  streams 
for  a  week  or  two  at  any  rate.  From  Wharfedale  I  hear 
the  hard  frost  continued  over  Friday  night,  and_  on  Satur- 
day the  snow  came  down  nearly  all  the  day,  which  has  not 
improved  the  fishing,  and  will  keep  insect  life  down.  The 
hills  are  covered  with  snow,  and  beyond  a  few  midges 
acaroely  a  fly  is  to  be  seen  ;  therefore,  few  anglers  have 
been  out.  A  few  have  tried  the  fly  on  the  Ilkley  length, 
the  best  killing  flies  proving  to  be  Snipe  Bloa,  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Early  Brown,  Tinselled  Partridge,  and  Waterhen 
Bloa,  but  the  baskets  have  not  exceeded  half  a  dozen. 
Some  sport  has  been  had  by  swimming  the  worm,  the 
most  successful  angler  being  Mr.  Leach.  All  fish  that 
have  been  caught  are  in  a  backward  condition,  and  will  be 
as  long  as  the  present  weather  continues.  Up  to  Friday 
last  the  bottom  fishermen  have  been  taking  some  very  fair 
baskets  of  roach,  dace,  chub,  and  pike.  The  Nidd  and 
Derwent  have  jielded  some  very  good  fish,  several  gentle- 
men obtaining  baskets  ranging  from  two  to  five  brace  each. 
Horneey  Mere  is,  of  course,  now  closed,  baskets  having  run 
very  small  since  January  opened,  owing  to  tho  heavy  rains 
and  snowstorms,  which  caused  this  famous  pike  mere  to 
rise  very  much,  the  water  being  thick  as  soup  at  timet. 
The  following  are  the  returns  for  this  year  !  Feb.  6,  Mr. 
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Mowley,  Hall,  five  pike,  weighing  29Jlb. ;  March  2,  Mr, 
Wilkinson,  Oldham,  one  pike,  161b. ;  March  8,  Mr. 
Mo6«ley,  Hnll,  one  pike,  41b.;  March  9,  Ur.  Moseley, 
Hull,  one  pike,  41b.  ;  March  12,  Mr.  Kempsey,  Oldham, 
cne  pike,  OJlb.  ;  March  13.  Mr.  Moseley,  Hull,  one  pike, 
61b. ;  March  14,  Mr.  Woodhouse,  York,  two  pike,  14Jlb.  ; 
March  15,  Mr.  Woodhonse,  York,  three  pike,  191b.  A 
great  many  York  anglers  have  visited  the  Pockliogton 
aanal.  Sport  has  been  good.  Mr.  Jenkinson  secured 
three  pike,  the  largest  weighing  9Jlb.,  with  the  aid  of  live- 
bait.  Several  Leads  anglers  visited  the  reservoirs  at 
Fewston  in  the  trout  season,  but  sport  has  not  been 
good.  Konndhay  Park  lake  has  not  fishei  well,  but 
there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  in  these  streams  as 
soon  as  the  weather  improves,  for  they  are  well  stocked 
with  trout,  and  prospects  for  sport  with  favourable  con- 
ditions are  good  up  the  Esk  and  its  tributaries.  Sport  np 
the  Aire  has  baen  better  than  on  any  other  of  the  West 
Riding  rivers  owing  to  it  being  clearer  of  snow  water  on 
one  length  between  Skipton  and  Ingham  Bridge.  _  The 
trout  on  the  opening  day  rose  very  freely,  there  being  a 
fair  show  of  the  Needle  Brown  on  the  water.  The  fish, 
too,  are  reported  to  be  in  very  fair  condition  for  the  time 
of  year.— J.  E.  Miller  (Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 

!'  New  Station-street,  Leeds). 
SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Ayr  (Anubank). — Very  little  has  been  done  at  the 
fishing  this  season,  owing  to  the  cold  wtather  and  snow 
showers.  A  few  Blue  Duns  and  March  Browns  have  been 
noticed,  but  nothing  like  a  regular  hatch  of  flies  has 
occurred.  Trout  are  rather  lanky,  but  are  very  slowly 
improving,  and  the  grayling  are  heavy  with  spawn. — 
T.  D.  B. 

Border  Ssk  and  Liddle.— Now  that  all  of  the 
waters  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle 
Fisheri  s  Association  are  open  to  the  public,  some  better 
fishing  may  be  expected,  especially  as  the  weather  is  much 
warmer,  although  windy  at  times,  and  frequently  showery. 
The  lower  part  of  the  Esk,  which  was  opened  in  the 
aiJdle  of  February,  afforded  very  little  sport.  At  present 
not  much  sport  is  being  had  by  the  best  local  anglers,  and 
salmon  in  all  parts  of  the  two  rivers  are  reported^  scarce, 
consequently  most  fishing  experts  are  content  with  runs 
with  spawned  salmon  on  their  way  to  the  sea.  One 
Canonbie  angler,  it  may  be  mentioned,  hooked  and  ran  no 
fewer  than  six.  Of  course,  they  were  returned  to  the 
river.  Yellow  trout  are  not  yet  in  their  prime,  and  it  will 
be  some  few  weeks  before  any  spoit  takes  place  with  this 
very  plentiful  class  of  fish.  Indeed,  there  is  little  to 
report  in  addition  to  the  brief  notes  of  last  week,  yet  the 
aDgliug  in  the  Eden  is  showing  a  marked  improvement  on 
former  years  at  the  commencement  of  the  season.  The 
melting  snow  on  the  Eskdale  hills  is  still  keeping  that  river 
above  the  average  volume.  The  proposed  hatchery  fishing 
(n  the  Solway  is  likely  to  be  proceeded  with.  _  No  spring 
salmon  have  been  killed  in  the  Border  Esk  this  season,— 

GlLXOCKIE. 

I  Severon  (BanffBhire). — There  has  bean  no  improve- 
ment in  the  weather  during  the  pist  week.  A  good  deal 
of  snow  has  fallen,  and  the  frost  in  the  end  of  last  week 
was  severe.  The  river  rose  very  high,  and,  in  fact,  has 
EOt  been  in  order  this  season  for  rod  fishing.  The  recent 
fall  of  snow  being  pretty  heavy,  it  will  take  some  time 
before  it  melts  in  the  upper  district,  which  will  keep  the 
water  thick  and  heavy.  The  net  fishermen  on  the  river 
are  not  getting  the  nets  regularly  worked,  and  on  Tuesday 
they  had  only  one  fish.  The  yield  in  the  latter  part  of  last 
week  wag  light.  Since  the  opening  of  the  fishing  on  the 
coast  the  rough  weather  has  greatly  interfered  with 
fifching  cparations,  and  the  neta  at  the  various  stations 
have  been  washed  from  their  position.  On  Wednesday  the 
weather  was  moderating,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  nets 
will  be  in  their  places  by  the  end  of  the  week.  Only  two 
small  boxes  of  salmon  were  consigned  from  here  on  Friday 
of  last  week,  and  one  on  Monday. — H.  W. 

langwell  (Strathoy*ll,  via  Lairg,  N.B.)— On 
Tuesday,  last  week,  Mr.  G.  Banks  fished  the  Oykell,  and 
landed  a  nice  salmon,  and  aaother  on  Wednesday.  Thurs- 
day was  too  stormy.  On  Friday  he  caught  two  salmon  ; 
and  on  Saturday,  three,  ranging  from  71b.  to  lOjlb.  Piior 
to  Mr.  Banks's  arrival,  Mr.  Hugh  MacLeod,  head  keeper 
at  Langweil  Lodge,  landed  an  81b.  salmon  on  Rock  Pool, 
and  a  lO-ponnder  on  Narrows. — B. 

Locli  Naver  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— On  5th,  Mr. 
John  Fraaer,  Ben  Klibrick  Lodge,  caught  salmon  of  201b. 
and  l"lb;  on  Cth,  a  7-ponnder ;  on  7th,  two,  81b.  and 
Uib.  ;  on  10th,  one  of  81b. ;  and  on  17tb,  one  of  71b.  The 
weather  has  of  late  been  very  stormy. — B. 

Foyera  Hotel  (Looliness,  N.B.).— Fishing  Lochness, 
from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  Monday,  March  12,  Miss  K.  Chrisp 
killed  a  nice  fresh-run  salmon  weighing  121b. ;  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  P.  C.  Day  killed  one  salmon  weighing  201b. ;  Mr.  Til- 
ston,  one  of  161b. ;  and  Dr.  McDonald,  one  of  101b.  On 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Alister  McGregor,  Boleekin,  had  one  of 
101b. ;  aid  on  Friday,  Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen  killed  a  fine 
salmon  wpighing  .30. b'—S.  Til.ston. 

Locli  Tay  (Killin).— On  March  1.3,  Mr.  Broad  landed 
a  salmon,  23lb.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  one  of 
211b.  On  the  l.^th,  Mr.  Broad,  one  cf  221b.  Onthel6ch, 
Mr.  Timbrell,  one  of  26ib. ;  and  on  the  17th,  Mr,  Francis 
F;anci«,  ore  of  15lb.— H.  J.  Maisey. 

Lyon  (Portingall).— Fishing  from  the  hotel,  Mr. 
Ph  Ip  Gfen,  London,  landed  a  teimiful  salmon  on  the 
20th  we'iKhing  18.b  ;  also  one  on  the  2  Ist  weighing  171b. — 
I  Biver  in  ply.— Pall  B  Maci-hail. 
1  Haver  (Bettyhill,  vta  Thu  bo,  N.B.).— Since  last 
report«d  the  weather  has  been  very  stormy.  Snow  lay 
Sin.  deep.  On  March  12,  Dr.  Curtis,  Syre  Lodge,  caught 
a  salmon  on  Beat  No.  3  ;  Mr.  Corbet,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one 
on  No.  5  ;  and  Mr.  JoLnaton,  three  on  No.  6.  On  13th, 
Dr.  Cnrtia  had  one  on  No.  4 ;  and  Mr.  Johnston,  one, 
private  waters.  On  14tb,  Mr,  Corbet  lanaed  one  on  No.  1 ; 


and  on  15th,  Mr.  Johnston,  two,  on  No.  3.  Mr.  Dank- 
werts,  Q.C.,  left  Syre  Lodge  for  London  on  Tuesday,  and 
Dr.  Curtis  on  Wednesday.  Gen.  House  arrived  at  Sjre 
Lodge  on  Thursday  for  a  month's  anglinf?,  while  Col. 
Frier  and  Mr.  Campbell  arrived  at  Skelpick  Lodge. — B. 

Oykell  (Oykellbridge,  yia.  La  rg,  N.B.).— On 
2nd  inet.  Mr.  J.  H.  G.  Moore,  Cooketown,  Co.  Tyrone, 
had  a  salmon  of  1741b.  on  Langwell  pool.  On  10th  Capt. 
J.  A.  Jard,  Whitehall,  Colchester,  had  one  of  741b.  on 
same  pool.  On  12th  Mr.  Moore  caught  one  of  1941b.  on 
Stone's  pool,  and  one  of  741b.  on  Rook  pool.  Very 
inclement  weather  prevails. — B. 

^hin  and  Inveran  (N.B.). — On  Wednesday,  last 
week,  the  angling,  fishing  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel, 
landed  two  salmon,  weighing  71b.  and  101b.  Thursday  was 
blank  ;  but  on  Friday  he  grassed  two,  of  161b.  and  181b, 
This  week  the  river  is  very  high. — B. 

SoTith  of  Scotland. — No  farther  fall  of  rain  has 
occurred  in  the  Border  district,  and  the  rivers  are  conse- 
quently exceedingly  low  for  this  period  of  the  'year.  It  is 
now  a  month  ago  since  the  rivers  were  in  spate,  and  bait 
fishers  have  not  so  far  had  an  opportunity  of  trying  either 
minnow  or  worm  lures.  It  is  believed  a  flood  now  would 
Ciuse  a  run  of  fish.  So  far  the  angling  for  spring  salmon 
has  been  a  failure  in  the  district  rivers  of  the  Solway,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Carlisle  Eden,  which  has  of  late 
given  a  fair  amount  of  sport  to  the  rods.  In  the  Annan 
two  spring  salmon  were  caught  in  the  opening  week,  since 
that  date  there  has  been  no  opportunity  of  using  the 
salmon  fly  with  any  chance  of  success.  Salmon  kelts  are 
not  so  numerous,  though  it  is  [probable  the  next  flood  will 
cause  the  most  of  them  to  descend  to  the  sea.  Happily, 
there  is  no  disease  this  season  in  the  rivers  of  Dumfries- 
shire and  Galloway.  The  first  show  of  sea  trout  in  the 
nets  made  their  appearance  in  the  firth  last  week,  when 
two  or  three  were  caught  in  the  Annan  stake  nets.  In  the 
Solway  sea  trout  do  not  make  anyjshow  until  April,  as  a 
rule,  and  it  is  a  rare  occurrence  to  hear  of  one  being  caught 
by  the  rod  until  the  end  of  that  month  or  well  into  May. 
Yellow  trout  fishing  has  not  begun  yet,  and  it  will  be 
another  week  or  more  before  anglers  begin  to  put  their 
trout  rods  together.  A  number  of  inquiries  have  been 
received  by  your  ooi  respondent  as  to  the  prospects  of  trout 
fishing  during  Eastertide,  and  in  answer  to  correspondents 
through  the  Fishing  Gazette  it  may  be  said  that  the 
prospects  are  at  the  time  of  writing  hopeful  for  holiday 
makers.  The  additional  fall  of  snow  last  week-end  has 
cleared  the  air,  and  the  temperature  is  much  milder, 
though  the  higher  hills  have  patches  of  snow.  Should  a 
fall  of  rain  and  a  flood  come  between  now  and  Easter  the 
chances  will  be  considerably  improved.  The  Galloway 
rivers  are  doing  little  or  nothing  yet,  and  similar  reports 
come  from  the  Ayrshire  part  of  the  district.  The 
Dumfries  Nith  is  very  low  and  clear.  Last  summer 
attention  was  called  in  the  Fifhing  Gazette  to  the  polluted 
state  of  the  Nith  near  the  town  owing  to  the  sewage  from 
the  town  and  discharges  from  the  mills  being  poured  into 
the  river.  It  was  pointed  out  at  the  time  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  County  Council  of  Dumfriesshire  to  take  steps 
to  remedy  the  evil,  as  the  pollution  was  undoubtedly  doing 
great  harm  to  the  fish  in  the  river.  It  now  appears  that 
the  County  Council  petitioned  the  secretary  for  Scotland 
last  back  end  to  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
alleged  pollution.  A  week  ago  the  authorities  were 
informed  that  Sir  John  Cheyne,  Q.C.,  and  Colonel  Gore 
Booth,  R.  E.,  had  been  appointed  commissioners  by  the 
secretary  for  Scotland.  They  are  to-day  (Wednesday) 
holding  their  first  sitting  at  Dumfries.  The  petitioners 
pray  to  determine  that  the  tidal  waters  of  the  river  Nith 
as  far  as  Aird's  Point,  in  the  parish  of  Troqueer,  shall  be 
termed  a  stream  within  the  meaning,  and  for  the  purposes  of 
the  River  PoUution  Act,  1876,  with  the  object  of  preventing 
the  discharge  into  it  of  sewage  or  mill  refuse.^  It  is 
rumoured  that  the  Dumfries  Local  Authority,  viz.,  the 
Police  Commissioners,  are  to  oppose  the  efforts  of  the  County 
Council.  The  latter  body  should  have  little  or  no  dififioulty 
in  proving  their  case  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  two  commis- 
sioners. In  the  opinion  of  anglers  the  matter  has  been  a 
long-standing  disgrace  to  the  town  of  Dumfries,  which 
styles  itself  the  Queen  of  the  South.  A  number  of  very 
fine  salmon  were  caught  last  week  in  the  nets^  of  the 
Solway  weighing  up  to  201b.  each.  The  catches  this  week, 
however,  have  been  a  failure. — Heatherbell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Streams.— 
The  prospects  of  a  fairly  successful  salmon  angling  season 
on  both  the  main  rivers— Tweed  and  Teviot — and  some 
fair  good  sport  has  been  got  by  a  good  many  disciples  of 
Old  Izaak  on  both  Tweed  and  Teviot  during  the  past  week. 
As  a  rule,  however,  the  rivers  have  not  been  in  such  a 
satisfactory  state,  generally  speaking,  as  could  have  been 
wished  for  excellent  sport.  Yet,  on  the  whole,  salmon 
anglers  have  no  reason  to  grumble  at  their  takes  so  far  as 
the  season  has  gone,  taking  into  consideration  the  state  of 
the  rivers  at  times,  and  also  the  varying  weather  which 
we  have  had  to  contend  against.  Itisnotreally  well  knowing 
how  to  do  in  this  erratic  northern  climate  of  ours  so  far  as 
preparing  for  tishing  is  concerned.  Last  week-ecd  we  had 
twenty-five  degrees  of  frost  on  one  day,  the  next  two  days, 
Friday  and  Saturday,  we  had  a  severe  snowstorm,  clear  on 
8undiy,  but  a  further  fall  of  snow  of  nearly  4in.  on 
Moiiday  morning  early,  and  since  then  we  have  been 
treated  to  three  dajs'  drizzling  rain,  accompanied  by 
viciously  cold  winds  from  the  east  and  north.  Owing  to 
these  circumstances  no  f  almon  angling  has  taken  place  this 
week  as  yet,  although  the  rivers  are  in  fair  order,  but  the 
rain  and  thawing  of  the  snow  is  sure  to  bring  down  all 
the  livers  in  flood  to  more  or  less  extent  There 
seems  to  be  a  fair  stock  of  fish  in  the  main 
rivers,  while  I  understand,  from_  good  authority, 
that  there  are  still  a  few  pairs  of  breedinir  salmon  on  Bome 
of  the  "  redds,"  both  on  Tweed  and  Teviot,  these  late 
scawners  being  of  the  large  grey  scale  tribe,  which  are 
always  late  in  coming  up  the  river  to  deposit  their  ova. 


Of  those  who  killed  salmon  on  the  Tweed  are  the  foUow- 
inf[ :  On  the  Hendersyde  wattr,  cn  Saturday,  with 
minnow,  Mr.  Thomas  Piingle,  Westwood  Cottage,  Kelso, 
bad  a  nice  fish  of  741b. ;  on  the  Sprouston  water,  Mr. 
William  Tait,  Edenmouth  Cottage,  on  the  Bame  day,  and 
also  with  minnow,  had  a  salmon  of  8ib.  I  under8!:and 
that  on  the  Earl  of  Home's  water,  at  Birgham,  fairly  good 
sport  has  been  had.  Major  Romania  having  had  three 
spring  salmon  last  week  ;  Lord  Dunglas,  four  spring  fish, 
on  Monday  of  last  week,  while  Capt.  Frenuh  and  others 
were  equally  sucoessful.  At  Wark  about  a  score  of  fish 
have  been  killed  since  the  season  opened.  Mr.  Maitland 
French,  on  the  Tilmouth  water  (Till),  on  Monday  last, 
had  a  spring  salmon  of  7ilb. ;  and  on  the  same  day, 
Stoddart,  the  keeper,  caught  a  121b.  salmon,  clean  run,  on 
the  Tweed.  Mr.  A.  Elliot,  Caveiton,  on  the  Teviot,  haa  had 
five  clean  spring  salmon,  besides  landing  three  grilse  kelts, 
and  three  salmon  kelts.  Mr.  R.  Ormiston,  on  the  Teviot, 
on  the  Cottage  stream  cist,  killed  a  fine  salmon  of  81b.  on 
Wednesday  evening  with  minnow.  On  the  same  river, 
Mr.  Anthony  McCutcheon,  on  Thursday,  with  fly  at 
the  Try  Me  cast,  killed  a  fine  fish  of  lUb.,  and  on  the 
Teviot,  on  March  18,  Mr.  Robert  Affleck  killed  a  pike  of 
81b.  on  the  Hole  cist.  On  Fridiy  last,  at  the  Duns 
Sheriff  Court,  Sheriff  Dundas  presiding,  David 
Meek,  fishcurer,  was  fined  £9  or  30  days'  imprisonment 
for  having  salmon  in  his  possession  during  the  annual 
close  time,  and  which  he  had  sent  on  to  a  fishmonger  in 
St.  Andrews,  but  which  were  detected  on  the  way  by  an 
inspector  of  the  London  Fishmongers'  Company.  The 
Tweed  net  salmon  fishings  are  now  looking  somewhat 
better,  the  takes  of  salmon  being  the  best  yield,  while 
trout  remain  much  as  previous  week.  Owing  to  the  cold 
winds  and  the  consequent  dearth  of  flies,  yellow  trout  are 
not  rising  at  all  in  the  Kelso  district,  and  there  is  little  or 
nothing  doing  in  the  trout  line  at  present  with  fly,  although 
a  few  have  been  on  the  job  with  bait  lately,  and  have  had 
a  few  baskets  of  from  2ib.  up  to  441b.— Ma.xwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bandon  (co.  Cork). — The  east  wind  and  frosts  a!: 
night  still  continue,  with  occasional  falls  of  snow.  It  is 
useless  looking  for  good  sport  till  we  get  a  change  and 
some  rain.  Mr.  J.  A.  AUman,  of  Woodlands,  Bandon, 
has  been  the  most  successful  angler,  landing  five  spring 
fish  within  the  past  fortnight.  Mr.  Stenning,  of  Bandon, 
on  one  day  landed  two,  121b.  and  14lb.— W.  Hayxes 
AND  Son. 

Belfast.— The  weather  of  the  past  week  was  very 
unfavourable  for  angling.  A  few  were  out  on  the  dams, 
but  did  very  little.  The  trout  in  Stoneyford  Dam  run  up 
to  81b.  and  91b.,  and  as  they  don't  rise  and  gobble  up  the 
smaller  and  gamer  fish  the  bigger  fish  should  be  removed 
in  the  interest  of  sport.  Carryduff,  a  new  dam,  will  soon 
be  available  for  trouting.  The  rehabitation  of  the  Logan 
as  a  salmon  lifer  has  not  been  lost  sight  of,  although  for 
the  present  the  scheme  has  fallen  through.  The  Logan, 
Sixmile,  Clady,  and  Maine  are  full  of  snow  water,  which 
keeps  the  trout  down. — J.  A.  B. 

Bnudrovres  (co.  Donegal).— There  was  no  angling 
of  any  note  done  on  this  river  during  the  past  week,  as  the 
weather  in  this  neighbourhood  has  been  something  awful. 
Since  last  report  very  cold  north-east  wind  every  day  and 
keen  frost  at  night,  aid  snow  fell  heavily  on  Krh,  17th, 
and  19th  inst.  The  river  is  somewhat  discoloured  at 
present,  but  will  be  in  fishing  order  to-morrow,  or  next 
day,  again,  as  at  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  moderate 
and  more  settled  looking,  although  still  keeping  intensely 

cold. — M.  ROGAN  AND  SONS. 

Corrib  (Galway).— Angling  was  again  interrupted  by 
the  dirty  weather,  which  put  the  river  out  of  form.  For 
80  far  the  Yellow  Goldf  nch  has  killed  well.  Since  laat 
report  thirteen  fish  were  killed. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Blaokwater  is  pretty 
high  after  the  rain,  snow,  and  sleet  of  the  pist  few  days. 
Trout  are  rising  indifferently.  The  above  remarks  apply 
equally  to  the  Ballinderry  and  the  other  Tyrone  rivers. 
The  Mourne  opens  on  April  1. — J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers.— Sport  showed  an  improvement  on  all 
the  Kerry  rivers  last  week  where  anglers  have  been  out. 
The  records,  however,  have  nowhere  been  good.  The 
prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  not  improved,  as  the 
majority  of  the  rivers  are  not  in  condition,  owing  to  an 
excess  of  snow  broth.  In  all  probability  the  advent  of 
April  will  find  sport  good  on  all  waters  in  the  county, 
especially  on  the  waters  that  are  well  preserved.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Eillaruey. — Sport  continues  rather  backward,  but 
should  be  much  improved  during  the  next  few  days  as  the 
conditions  are  better  at  time  of  writing,  and  are  likely  to 
improve  as  the  season  advances.  Salmon  should  be 
already  numerous,  udging  from  reports  to  hand,  and 
their  numberj  are  being  weekly  augmented  by  fresh 
arrivals  from  the  sta. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (CO.  Cork).— The  weather  still  continues  bitterly 
cold  ;  wind  north-east,  with  occasional  falls  of  snow.  No 
good  sport  can  be  expected  till  a  chanee  s^ts  in.  On 
Mashonaglass,  Mr.  F.  Barry,  71b.,  81b.,  8|lb.,  Sflb.,  8|lb., 
91b  ,  941b.,  lOlb. ;  H.  B.  Minhear,  641b.,  941b.  At  Castle 
Lynch,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  81b.,  lllb.,  1241b.,  161b.  At 
Inniscarra,  Master  Gribble,  1341b.  Ac  Carrigrohane, 
Capt.  Douglas  Pennant,  60ch  Rifles,  8lb.,  9;b. ;  F.  H. 
Bats.  11  b.  At  the  Waterworks,  Mr.  M.  Marphy,  121b. ; 
Mr  J  McA.uliff.  lOlb.— William  Haynes  and  Son. 

L<n^li  Cirrane  (Watnrvilie,  oo.  Kerry).— 
Spo  t  c  juunues  dull,  but  U  improving.  Major  Creaswell, 
two  salmon.  104ib.  and  94lb.  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  froup.  two, 
1541b.  and  IO4I0.  ;  Dr.  Moore,  one,  1041b  ;  Mr.  Nichol- 
son, one,  ]04ib  ;  John  J.  Sullivan,  oue,  131b.,  aud  Pat 
Moiiirty,  one,  lO^lb.  Fly-tisbing  has  commenced,  and 
good  sport  is  expected  during  the  comiug  week,  as  the 
conditions  are  now  favourable  and  salmon  are  comic  g  up 
in  pretty  good  numbers  for  the  season. — T.  J.  D. 
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Longh  UelTin. — Xotwithstandirg  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  a  few  of  the  anglers  out  from  Scott's  Hotel,  at 
the  Garrison  end  of  the  lake  (salmon  waters),  on  the  1/th 
and  19th  inst.,  had  some  sport.  Mr.  A.  J.  Troup  took  one 
salmon  of  lOJlb.  on  the  17th  inst.,  and  another  of  101b.  on 
19th  inet.  Mr.  Murray  took  one  salmon  of  101b.  on  17th 
inst.  Trout  did  not  rise  to  the  fly  owing  to  the  nightly 
frosts  prevailing  einoa  last  report,  but  a  few  were  taken 
trolling.  As  the  weather  is  now  moderating,  sport  on  this 
lake,  this  week,  should  be  excellent,  both  with  salmon  and 
trout,— M.  EoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Lough  Melviu  (Kinlongli  end). — Weather  con- 
ditions were  favourable  in  the  early  pait  of  past  week. 
Waltonians  in  good  numbers  attacked  the  trout,  displacing 
them  in  nice  baskets  from  their  possessions  amongst  the 
salmon  laagers.  Soma  fair  catches  were  also  effected, 
scaling  from  81b.  to  111b.,  casting  and  trolling.  A  weighty 
fall  of  enow  came  off  on  the  ICth,  suspending  operations. 
Anglers  remain  at  quarters  awaiting  a  change  of  weather. 
Several  English  parties  are  arriving  at  Kinlongh  to  fish 
this  lake.— T.  Gallagher. 

Koy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Stayo). — Since  my  last  report  snow  has  fallen  to  depth  of 
4iQ.  and  heavy  frost,  therefore  very  little  angling  was 
done  ;  but  now  all  the  snow  is  cleared  away  sport  is  sure  to 
mend,  as  I  never  saw  more  new  fish  in  the  tidal  waters. 
Mr.  Wilson  landed  several  slats  during  the  week  ;  also  Mr, 
Maitland.  A  few  good  trout  were  taken  spinning  on  the 
lough, — Pat  Hearnks. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— North- 
easterly winds  still  prevail,  and  scarcely  any  sport  has  been 
enjoyed  this  week  in  consequence.  Mr.  James  Stott,  of 
Manchester,  killed  a  very  beautiful  freshly  run  springer  of 
lljlb.  yesterday.  The  sime  gentleman  has  also  killed 
some  nice  river  trout.  Water  in  excellent  ply,  but  few 
fish  seemingly  about ;  at  least,  they  are  not  taking  freely. 
We  hope  for  better  things  in  April. — S.  J.  Hurley, 

Shannon  (Castleconnell),— The  water  is  now  all 
that  may  be  desired  in  the  way  of  height,  but  we  are 
treated  to  a  great  many  varieties  of  weather.  Each  day, 
as  a  rule,  exhibits  bright,  warm  sunshine,  some  snow,  cold 
east  winds,  and  perhaps  a  little  rain  following  each  other 
in  quick  succession.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  G,  C.  Williams 
killed  one  salmon,  231b.,  on  19th.  On  Prospect,  the 
fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  301b.,  on  20th.  On 
Hermitage,  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  91b.,  on 
14th  inst.— John  Enright  and  Son, 

SEA  FISHING. 

BallinskelligB. — Sport  continues  good  at  pollack,  but 
slack  at  all  other  fieh  usually  had  here  at  this  time  of  the 
year.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton,— O  win  J  to  the  extremely  cold  and  snowy 
weather  very  few  anglers  have  been  cut  since  last  report. 
At  time  of  writing,  however,  the  weather  is  assuming  a 
fine  spiing-like  aspect,  and  good  sport  is  expected  among 
various  fish  during  the  coming  week, — T,  J.  D. 

Baltimore. — Pollack  are  giving  fair  or  average  sport, 
but  nothing  worth  mentioning  has  been  done  among  other 
fiish  since  last  report. — T.  J.  D, 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).— On  a  few  favourable  days 
since  las';  report  sport  has  been  generally  good  at  pollack, 
CDd,  and  ling.  The  spring  mackerel  fishing  has  opened, 
but  the  results  so  far  have  been  very  disappointing. — 
T,  J,  D. 

Darrynane  (co;  Kerry), — Pollack  are  once  more 
affording  good  sport  around  here.  Mackerel  are  getting 
numerous,  but  anglers  have  had  none  of  those  fish  so  far. 
Weather  now  fine. — T.  J.  D. 

Dingle,  —  Sport  is  now  good  in  all  departments, 
especially  in  the  line  of  poUack  and  cod.  Weather  again 
very  seasonable. — T.  J.  D. 

Ramsgate  (We it  Pier),— Pollack  are  plentiful,  but 
small,  few  being  taken  over  Jib.  The  bass  caught  here 
with  rod  and  Hue  at  this  time  of  the  year  are  school  bass 
the  size  of  herrings ;  we  don't  get  sizeable  ones  till  the 
warm  weather — August  and  September  seem  to  be  the 
best  months.  My  largest  in  August,  131b.  3oz.,  and  in 
September,  91b.  8)z.  See  Fishing  Gazette,  August  20, 
and  Saptember  9,  1899.— W.  E,  Laker, 


Me,  W.  Heinemann,  of  21,  Bedt'ord-street,  W.O., 
writes :  "  A  cheap  reprint  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick's  '  Transvaal 
from  Within,'  is  to  appear  next  week.  The  book  has  been 
revised  and  a  new  introduction  added  by  the  author.  This 
introduction  further  elucidates  not  only  the  original 
aspirations  of  the  Boers  to  extend  their  republics  and 
predominance,  but  shows  how  down  to  the  present  day 
this  has  been  their  settled  policy  and  ambition,  A  new 
coloured  map  has  been  prepared  with  a  view  to  demon- 
strate Mr.  Fitzpatrick's  argument. 


Jingling  ^ijefures. 

March  25. 

Dalston  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Golden  Barbel :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Harcourt :  Match, 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Oglander  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Royal  Oak  :  Lipsed  prize  outing. 

Stepney  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Stockwell :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Wellington  ;  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Wenlock  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
March  26. 

Great  Northern  ;  Visit. 

Hoxton  Brothers :  Concert, 

Jubilee :  Visit, 
March  27. 

Gresham  :  Bohemian  concert, 
March  28. 

Iziak  Walton  ;  Lapsed  prize  outinjf, 
March  29. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  A.B.S,  concert, 
March  31. 

Lychnobites :  Grand  concert. 


April    4.— B.S.A.S. :  Annual  dinner  at  the  Fraecxti. 
,1      5. — Tackle  Trade's  Dinner  at  Holborn  Bestaurant. 
,,      9. — Albion  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert, 
„      9.— Crown  and  Buckland  :  Visit. 

,,  10. — Wimbledon:  Annual  dinner. 

,,  11. — Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Concert. 

,,  19. — North-Eist  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

„  24. — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner, 

,,  26. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 


i^eptts  from  Clu&s 


We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge with  thanks  the  receipt  of  I63.  01.  Golden  Barbel 
A.S,  donation  box,  and  lis.  collected  at  a  lantern  lecture 
of  the  Oglander  Piscatorial. — R.  Ghuenet, 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney. —  We  hold  a 
Bohemian  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  on  April  9.  As 
I  was  unable  to  attend  on  our  return  visit,  I  beg  to  thank 
the  members  of  the  various  societies  and  their  friends  for 
their  attendance. — H.  Haines. 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uzbridge-street,  Notting  HiU  Gate,  W. — 
On  March  21  the  members  met  in  good  muster,  it  being 
the  March  quarterly  meeting,  the  election  of  oiEcers,  &e. 
Mr.  E.  Jackson  was  elected  chairman  ;  G.  Prouten,  vice  ; 
A.  Glaze,  check  secretary ;  Messrs.  H.  Slack  and  Sim- 
monds,  clerks  of  scales;  Arthur  Osborne,  tyler  ;  Messrs. 
T.  Wright  and  G.  Barker,  fish  auditors ;  and  the  delegates 
were  the  usual  ones.  Mr.  E,  Clarke  to  attend  the  April 
meeting  of  A. A,  Several  of  the  above  were  at  the  A.B, 
competition  on  March  18.  Result  :  No  fish.  —  Ben 
Abrahams. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkeawell,  —  A 
few  of  our  members  were  out  in  the  competition  at  St. 
Margaret's,  Mr.  G.  Watling  being  fortunate  in  securing 
third  prize.  Next  Wednesday  being  a  special  general 
meeting  I  hope  members  will  all  attend,  as  there  is 
important  business  to  bring  forward. — E,  R.  Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road,  S.B. — Several  took  part  in  the  A.B.S. 
Lea  Competition  on  March  18,  but  without  success.  At 
the  meeting  on  Wednesday  (Mr,  Cannar,  chairman),  the 
annual  dinner  was  definitely  fixed  for  Thursday,  April  26, 
at  the  Thomas  a'  Becket  Hotel,  Old  Kent-road.  Mr. 
Thos.  Crumplen,  president  of  the  society,  has  promised  to 
occupy  the  chair,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Simpson  the  vice-chair. 
Stewards:  Mesira.  R.  Chadd  and  C.  Cannir.  Members 
are  requested  to  attend  quarterly  meeting  on  28th  inst. — 
W, 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  8.W. — The  half-yearly  general 
meeting  will  take  place  on  April  3,  to  hear  the  balance- 
sheet  read,  and  for  the  election  of  officers. — A.  De.ionge, 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wooi- 
paok,  Bermondsey-street, — The  members  of  the  above 
fished  a  competition  for  their  last  series  of  prizes  this 


season  on  the  11th  inst,,  with  the  following  results  :  Messn, 
J,  Smith,  first ;  J.  Martin,  second;  T.  Woodhead,  third  j 
J,  J.  Hobbs,  fourth;  W.  Tajlor,  fifth  ;  J,  Wigley,  sixth t 
J.  MUler,  seventh.  This  report  should  ha\e  appeared 
last  week,  only  it  was  received  tao  late  for  publication. 
Several  members  took  part  in  the  A.B.  competition  on 
the  18th,  but  none  were  successful.  I  am  pleased  to  be 
able  to  say  that  our  Tworthy  host,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd, 
ia  progressing  favourably,  although  it  will  be  a  month  or 
two  yet  before  he  will  be  able  to  be  about  again.— 
Alf.  Conn. 

Blaokfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Sonthwark-street,  S.E, — Several  members  out  in  the  Lea 
Competition,  but  none  caught  fish.  Should  like  all 
absent-minded  members  in  arrears  to  settle  up  so  as  to 
bring  club  business  to  a  satisfactory  result.  Our  season's 
fishing  has  been  a  very  successful  one  ;  we  have  had  our 
share  of  specimens,  I  think,  and  grand  takes.  Next  week 
will  let  members  and  friends  know  results. — Wheelhou.se. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill.— As  next  Wednesday  b 
our  quarterly  night,  I  hope  all  members  will  attend,  as  we 
have  some  most  important  business  to  transact.  Now  is 
the  time  for  new  members  to  join,  as  by  joining  now  they 
become  eligible  to  fish  for  prizes  directly  the  season  opens. 
— C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C. — A  number  of  our 
members  were  out  on  the  18fch,  but  were  unsuccessful. 
There  are  still  several  prizes  on  the  list  which  are  not  yet 
taken,  which  are  now  open  until  the  close  of  the  season, — 
T.  Paternoster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road. — The  members  of  the  Bootle  Angling 
Association  held  a  most  enjoyable  outing  at  Bangor,  on 
Dee,  on  the  14th  inst.  Thirteen  competitors  turned  out 
for  the  prizes  offered,  and  the  result  (considering  it  waa 
the  last  day  of  angling  prior  to  the  close  season  for  coarse 
fish)  was  very  good,  showing  the  great  amount  of  interest 
the  competitors  had  in  the  competition.  The  weigh-in 
took  place  at  Host  Parry's,  the  Green  Man,  Wrexham, 
with  the  following  result :  First,  Mr.  J.  Pennington,  31b.  5 
second,  Mr.  T.  Taylor,  21b.  lljoz. ;  third,  Mr.  J.  Coffee, 
21b.  7Joz.  At  the  weekly  meeting  on  Monday  last  three 
new  members  were  elected,  and  some  very  interesting 
business  was  dealt  with,  the  members  evincing  the  greatest 
interest  in  the  association. — Rubd. 

Brompton  Angling  Society.  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — Members  are  reminded 
of  the  match  at  St.  Margaret's  on  the  25th.  Lea\  e  Liver- 
pool-street about  nine  o'clock.  Time  of  rsturn  settled  cn 
the  morning.  Several  of  our  members  will  be  entitled  to 
fieh  in  the  A.B.S.  competition,  and  it  is  hoped  the  othen 
will  take  tickets.— W.  H.  B. 

Bin  ns wick  Brothers  Angling  iSoolety,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — Will  all  mem- 
bers kindly  attend  next  Tuesday  evening's  meeting  to  arrange 
our  dinner,  also  to  fix  a  date  for  return  visit  ?  Members 
in  arrears  with  contributions  are  requested  to  send  same, 
or  will  not  be  entitled  to  the  dinner. — F.  Randall. 

Burlington  Piscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel, 
Burlington-road,  W. — A  committee  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Wednesday,  March  28,  at  8.30,  to  be  followed 
by  a  special  general  meeting  at  9  o'clock.  All  members, 
iacluding  honorary,  are  earnestly  requested  to  attend. — 
P.  H.  Lavington. 

Central  Association  Visiting  List.— The  next 
return  visit  will  be  to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers  A  S., 
held  at  the  Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville, 
N.,  on  Monday  next,  26th  inst.  No  doubt  anglers  will 
support  a  visit  to  this  well-known  and  greatly  respected 
club.— W. 

Central  Finsbury  Angling  Society,  Albion 
House,  326,  City-road,  E.G.— On  the  18th  inst.  a  few 
members  fished  the  Lea,  but  met  with  no  success.  Will 
secretaries  of  about  fifty  clubs  please  note  that  we  close 
the  benefit  for  the  A,B,S.  conceit  of  the  2lst  ult,  on  the 
26th  inst,,  and  please  forward  on  the  programmes  unsold 
or  the  moneys  for  same,  as  we  publish  the  balance  tk>et 
in  the  FiMng  Gazette  on  the  31st.  ? — G.  Grou. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — A  successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the 
Lincoln  A.S.  on  Monday  evening,  Mr.  Nelson  in  the 
chair.  Nineteen  societies  were  represented,  viz..  Great 
Northern,  Lincoln,  Crown  and  Buckland,  Eustonian, 
Amicable  Waltonian,  Camden,  Phwnix,  Royal  George. 
Mitre,  Prince  of  Wales,  Harcourt,  Brompton,  Original 
Clerkenwell,  Sundial,  Islington  Brothers,  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
Allason  United,  Collingwood,  and  Seymour.  They  had  a 
crowded  house  and  plenty  of  talent.  The  next  visit  will 
be  to  the  Crown  and  Buckland  A.S. ;  date  later.— F. 
Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Tuesday  _  last  we 
had  a  good  muster,  and  transacted  a  lot  of  business.  _  I 
was  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  C,  Robinson  secured  a  prize  ia 
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the  kte  A.B  S.  competition  at  St.  Margaret's,  and  he  has 
also  secured  the  cop  given  by  Mr.  Clenshaw,  host  of  the 
Robin  Hood  Hotel,  Lea  Valley,  for  the  gross  weight  of 
the  Lea  for  season.  Members  please  accept  my  resignation 
as  final  at  end  of  season. — Thomas  Faulkner. 

Crown  and  Bnokland  Fisoatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  ClerkenweU-green,  B.C. — The  next 
return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  List  will  take 
place  at  the  above  society  on  Monday,  April  9.  I  hope  to 
be  well  supported  on  that  occision. — G.  H.  Franklin. 

Salston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — As  the  prizes  offered  for 
March  18  were  not  taken  they  will  be  competed  for  at 
St.  Margaret's  on  the  25th ;  same  conditions.  Members 
please  note  that  next  Tuesday  will  be  quarterly  and 
cammittee  night. — S.  Malby. 

Dnlce  of  Norfolk  An^lin^  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Sainta'-road,  Westboume  Park.— On  March  29  a 
smoking  concert  wiU  take  place  in  aid  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  when  the  pleasure  of  brother  members 
of  societies  will  be  esteemed  a  favour. — W.  Jenkins. 

Enstonian  Anglin£r  Society,  King's  Head,  Snin- 
ton-street,  King's-cross. — With  regret  I  have  to  record 
the  death,  after  a  few  days'  illness,  of  Mr.  C.  Abbott,  for 
many  years  secretary  of  the  above  society.  He  was  well 
known  and  respected  by  his  brother  anglers. — F.  Castell. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N. — The 
next  Central  visit  of  the  angling  societies  will  take  place 
at  the  above  house  on  Monday,  March  26. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton. 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On  March  18 
we  had  the  first  blank  of  the  season  ;  the  remaining  prizes 
will  be  fished  for  same  as  last  week.  Ware  Bridge  to 
Hertford.— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Karconrt  Angling  Society,  Haroourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W. — None  of  our  members  were 
successful  in  the  Lea  Competition  on  March  18.  I  hope 
they  will  have  better  luck  in  their  own  on  March  25,  but 
according  to  the  water  the  prospect  is  not  a  very  rosy  one  ; 
the  water  looked  as  if  they  had  washed  a  lot  of  blue  bags 
in  it. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Highbnry  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — Several  interesting 
topics  were  discussed  last  Wednesday,  and  next  week  I 
hope  to  present  a  complete  list  of  prize  and  medal  winners 
for  the  pist  season. — E.  Wymee. 

Honnsfield  Otters  Angling  Society.  Golden 
Lion,  Lower  Edmonton. — During  the  past  fortnight  sport 
has  been  very  indifferent,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  cold 
frosty  nights  we  have  had.  On  March  11  Mr.  E.  Watling 
had  a  very  nice  show  of  roach,  W.  Taylor  and  W.  Mogg 
also  showing  fish.  On  the  18th  several  of  our  members 
were  out,  bat  met  with  very  poor  results. — W.  Mogg. 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — Our  season  fiiiiehed  on  March  14 


with  a  good  show  of  roach,  caught  by  MeEsrs.  A.  Clayton 
and  T.  Johnson  at  Tring ;  the  majority  weighing  between 
lib.  and  l^lb.  Mr.  Stokes  also  had  a  fine  catch  of  jack 
weighing  201b.  Several  good  takes  of  roach  and  jack  have 
been  shown  by  our  members  since  our  last  report. — A. 
Clayton. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 

Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — Our  ineeting  on 
March  21  was  very  largely  attended,  nearly  forty  members 
being  present,  Mr.  Wycc-Foster  in  the  chair.  Seven  new 
members  were  elected,  and  six  more  put  up  for  election 
next  week.  It  was  decided  to  hold  the  first  annual 
dinner  at  headquarters  on  Wednesday,  April  18.  A  very 
enjoyable  musical  programme  terminated  the  evening. — J. 
M.  Broucham. 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditcn. — Several  of  our  members 
competed  in  the  Lea  competition  on  March  18,  Messrj.  J. 
Wiltshire  coming  in  third  and  H,  Bailey  fifth.  Our  grand 
smoking  conce  rt  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next, 
March  26.  Chairman,  Mr.  G.  H.  Wood  ;  and  Mr.  F. 
Newton,  vice. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  March  18  we  fished  in 
the  match  at  St.  Margaret's  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  The 
only  successful  one  was  J.  H.  Herbert,  coming  in  for  a 
prize ;  same  was  with  a  small  roach.  Other  members  were 
out,  but  had  no  sport.  We  met  on  Tuesday  last, 
Mr.  Boys  in  the  chair,  when  the  minutes  of 
the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  coafirired, 
when  also  Mr.  C.  Reeve  was  ballotted  a  working  member. 
Copy  of  letter  from  the  front  from  a  member  of  the  above 
club  :  "  Feb.  26,  Orange  River. — Dear  Jack,  just  a  line  to 
let  jou  know  how  I  am  getting  on  with  the  Boers.  They 
got  up  to  all  sorts  of  dodges  the  other  night,  but  it  failed. 
Tell  the  bojs  that  the  rivers  area  nice  coloir  out  here  ; 
you  could  cut  out  a  piece  if  you  wanted  to  take  it  away." 
He  says  that  he  watched  a  black  fishing  the  other  day.  He 
did  not  lose  any,  for  his  tackle  was  strong  eniugh — it  was 
sash  line  and  a  loutoher's  hook,  and  a  lump  of  meat  on  it. 
He  says  they  were  barbel  that  he  caught,  large  ones,  and 
very  ugly ;  but  he  thought  of  the  time  when  he  called  out 
for  the  landing-net. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.  —  The  three 
prizes  offered  for  competition  on  March  18  were  not 
taken ;  they  will  be  competed  for  again  on  March  25,  on 
the  Lea,  between  Carthagena  Weir  and  the  Ware  Park 
Mill.  The  prizes  competed  for  on  Wednesday  were  also 
not  taken they  will  be  fished  for  again  on  Wednesday 
next,  28th  inst. ;  same  conditions  as  last  outing.  In  the 
event  of  the  whole,  or  part  of,  the  prizes  not  beiog  taken 
on  March  25,  they  will  be  competed  for  with  the  Wednes- 
day prizes.  Mr.  W.  Wilshere  exhibited  on  Wednesday  a 
mc3  show  of  ludd  and  roach,  taken  from  a  private  water. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Duntley  had  a  show  of  perch.— H.  B. 
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The  first  colnmn,  on  the  left,  is  the  Moon's  Age :  tlie  other 
colurani  shew  the  time  of  Hn»h  Water  at  the  places  above  tho 
respective  columns.  Thus,  when  the  Moon  is  1  or  i6  days  old, 
it  is  High  water  at  Qiiecnborongh,  Portsmouth, &c.,  at  48  minHtes 
cftpr  12 ;  and  so  of  the  rest.  The  Age  of  the  Moon  will  be  found 
in  the  Calendar. 

[The  above  table  is  copied  from  fhe  SporUman's  Ahnanach  for  1819.— Bo.  F,G.'\ 


Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington.— As  we  have  very  poor  meetings 
of  late,  I  must  ask  our  members  to  attend,  if  pcsgible,  as 
it  is  getting  near  the  end  of  our  year,  and  we  have  a  lot  of 
business  to  settle.  Also  to  remind  you  our  visit  takeB 
place  on  Monday,  March  2fi  — G.  Bknce. 

Kinross-shire  Fishing  Club.  —  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  this  club  in  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  on 
Monday,  the  ffliowing  cflice-bearers  were  elected: 
President,  Mr.  J.  Duncan  Smith,  8.S.C.,  Edinburgh; 
vice-president,  Mr.  Wm.  Robertson,  Glasgow;  secretary 
and  treasurer,  Mr.  Thomas  Steedman,  banker,  Kiriross, 
Four  club  competitions  were  fixed  to  be  held  on  Lcchleven. 
Mr.  Wm.  Watson,  Cowdenbeath,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Marcbant,  Glasgow,  were  admitted  members  of  the  club.— 
R.  B.  Laino. 

Limehouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Silver  Tavern, 
Burdett-road,  E. — A  good  number  of  our  members  were 
out  before  the  close.  On  the  0th  Messrs.  Pearson, 
Schulz,  and  Wells  weighed-in  roach,  only  one  fish  going 
under  |lb.  On  the  closing  day  five  members  fished 
various  waters,  one  being  acccompanied  by  his  wife,  and, 
strange  to  relate,  the  lady  (Mrs.  Schulz)  was  the  only 
one  to  catch  anything,  taking  a  21b.  jick  and  Jib.  perch. 
Dinner  committee  meet  on  Friday  next,  8. .'50  sharp,  at 
headquarters, — R.  J.  Wells. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society-  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N. — On  March  18  peveral 
members  fished  at  the  A.B.  competition,  Mr.  Killick 
winiliiig  a  prize.  Our  visit  on  the  C.D.V.L.  was  a  great 
success,  Mr.  Nelson  ably  officiating  in  the  chair.  Some 
good  songs  were  sung  by  the  visitors.  Nineteen  clubs 
were  well  represented,  to  which  I  return  thanks, — W, 
Watling. 

Liverpool   Angling    Association,  Bee  Hotel- 

Queen-square. — We  have  arranged  to  hold  competitions 
on  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Jlondiy.  By  the  kindness  of 
Messrs.  Whittington  and  Jefferies  some  good  roach  will 
this  week  be  put  in  the  water  at  Knowsley,  and  it  is  more 
than  likely  that  £10  worth  of  two-year-old  trout  will  be 
placed  in  the  Ruabon  water  at  the  back-end.  It  was  a 
serious  oversight  not  doing  this  last  year,  but  it  must  not 
be  neglected  this.  As  the  close  season  is  now  on  angling 
news  is  very  scarce.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  successful 
trout  fishing,  and,  in  fact,  it  would  appear  that  many 
anglers  have  a  rooted  ditlike  against  their  doings  coming 
under  the  public  eye.  Yes,  I  begin  to  believe  that  anglers 
are  not  only  patient  but  highly  secretive. — Kd. 
Woolfall. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  March  21 
we  had  a  very  nice  muster,  considering  the  time  of  the 
year.  Our  annual  supper  is  fixed  for  April  19,  and  I  hope 
some  of  our  members  will  come  up  and  have  a  little  chat 
concerning  the  coming  event. — G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  March  4  the  following  weighed-in : 
Mr.  T.  Harris,  some  good  perch  from  the  Lea  ;  Mr.  Pink, 
perch  from  the  same  water.  On  the  11th,  Mr.  Pink, 
perch  and  roach  from  the  Lea.  On  the  18th,  several 
members  fished  in  the  A.B.S.  competition,  but  met  with 
no  sport. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Our  outing  to  Bye  House 
was  rither  disappointing  owing  to  prizes  not  being  taken. 
We  have  decided  to  have  another  outing  on  March  25  to 
Broxbourne,  for  seven  prizes. — E.  Dyball. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green,  E. — On 
March  18  J.  Slade  weighed-in  lib.  13oz.  roach  ;  and  A. 
Birch,  15oz.  roach.  The  consolation  prize  will  be  fished 
for  anywhere.  There  was  no  business  on  March  21, 
Inclosed  please  find  value  of  23,  9d.  for  "  Tobacco  Fund." 
— G.  Barrs. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Cator-street,  Peckham. — A  special  meeting  will  be 
held  on  March  30,  at  which  I  hope  to  see  all  members. 
Some  very  important  matter  affecting  the  rules  will  be 
discussed.- Geo.  Etherington. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Bdgware-road,  N.W. — Our  meeting  on  the  20th 
inst.  w  as  a  complete  failure,  as  so  few  attended.  However, 
I  hope  members  will  take  some  interest  in  disposing  of 
their  affairs,  and  turn  up  on  Tuesday  next.  The  annual 
dinner  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  April  24. — G.  K. 

Royal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-equare. — I  wish  to  remind  members 
that  next  Wednesday  a  general  meeting  is  called,  when  we 
hope  to  see  all  members  present,  as  business  of  a  most 
important  character  is  to  be  transacted.  I  am  also  vtry 
pleased  to  state  that  we  finished  up  the  season  in  grand 
style,  the  following  four  gentlemen's  united  weight  going 
just  1001b.  of  mixed  fish,  viz.  :  Messrs.  Longland,  Trotter, 
Webber,  and  E.  T.  Harris  — G.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society.  Cobom  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E. — On  March  18  members  fished 
for  the  remaining  prizes,  five,  bat  it  was  not  taken  on 
account  of  the  frost.  We  fish  for  them  again  cn  March 
25.    Hoping  all  members  will  turn  out. — F.  Pignatelli. 

Scrapie  Angling  Society,  Mitford  Tavern, 
Amhurst-road,  Hackney,  N.E. — Our  concert  on  Thursday 
last,  March  15,  for  "  'Tobacco  Fund,"  was  a  complete 
success.  Well  attended,  splendid  programme,  and  a  good 
collection.  Miss  Laura  Hadyn  rendered  her  two  songs, 
"  There's  a  Land,"  and  "  May  Morning,"  in  a  manner 
that  did  her  great  credit.  Mis  j  Olive  Irene  sang  ''  The 
old  Lock,"  and  "  Old  Sundial."  Toe  other  artistes,  who 
were  also  well  up  in  their  business,  and  received  good 
applause,  were  Messrs.  March,  Harding,  C.  King,  E. 
Hunt.-C.  Johnson,  H.  Gaffee,  WiU  Arthur,  Harry  BoUen, 
W.  McKillop,  Harry  Lennox,  J.  Redburn,  and  others. 
Mr.  C.  Montague  was  our  able  pianist.  We  have  a  little 
more  money  to  come  in,  and  our  treasurer  will  forward 
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OGDEN  AND  SCOTFORD, 

PITVILLE  GATES,  CHELTEHHAMp 

Fly     Dressers     a,ncl     Fishing     RodL     SLia.€L     Tackle     lVIa.m;if  act  urer  s, 
EIGHT   PRIZE    MEDALS    AND    DIPLOMAS  AWARDED. 


All  the  Firm's  Specialities  may  now  be  seen  at  the  Fisheries  Exhibition, 

Royal  Aquarium,  from  lYIarch  8  to  April  5, 


F.  W.  DALE, 

Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST., 


66 


99 


Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  Dry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittings,  and  finish  isi 

best  value  made. 

Greenheart,  1  guinea ;  Built-eane,  4  guineas. 

All  lengths  from  9jft.  to  lift. 

FLIES  FOR  FLOATING,  lET  WORK,  YORKSHIRE,  WALES,  AND  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY, 

Is.  6d.  per  dozen. 


The  Lightest  Eods  in  use.  Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz. 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d.  Cash  Only. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch   fittings,  lanoewood 
top,  bag ;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle.  Is.  extra. 
"  Constant  use  for"  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.   Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it." — Marston,  Fishing  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  12oz.,  price 
5s.  4d..  lO^ft. ;  5s.  lOd.,  lift. ;  carriage  4d. 

BABOAZS'. 

Finest  Undrawn  GUT,  Eeflna,  as  fine  a  2x 
Drawn,  first  quality,  20in  ,  3/6  100;  Beflna,  next 
finest,  21^in.,  2/11 ;  23in.,  3;5  per  100.  Only  small 
lot.   Be  in  time. 


BOOT 

FISHIKG  GUT  MERCHANT,  HULL. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN.  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stoiir, 

SHOULD  ADVGBTISE  IN 

The  Observer  4  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advts.,  25  words  for  Is.  prepaid, 
ddreci :  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth, 


Anglers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADVEBTISK  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL 

Charge!  very  Moderate. 
Address :  Kins:  Street  Alfreton, 


Angrlers  wishingr  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Pishing  the  Dove  ii  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADTEKTI8B  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  Advtt.,  \iuiordt,6d.;  W)  words,  li.,  prepaid. 
Address  :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o., 

HHOUI.D  AOVEKTIHR  IN 

THE  CAHBRIDiiE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9.  Market  Hill.  Cambrldee. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 


(To  Iht  Trade  only). 


UAPI/I  rC  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers 
tlAbrLtO  Seals'  Far,  Pigs'  Wool,  &c 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

6.  HAYNE8,  Mardyke,  Cork. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCICING. 

The  Prioe  List  (gratis)  contains  the  Largest  Variety  of  British  and  Foreign  Fish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Grayling,  Char,  Pike,  Eels,  Qoldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch, 
Eoaoh,  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Eudd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &o.,  &o.    Apply  to 

MANOB  FISHEBY,  CAISTOB,  LINCOLNSHIBE. 


Fish  Food,  Ground-bait,  Apparatus,  and  Carriers  on  Sale. 


N.B. — The  Stock  Fish  have  taken  twenty  years  to  acoumnlate,  and  consist  of 
the  finest  strains  in  the  world.  They  rnn  up  to  161b.,  and  include  pure  Wycombe 
Fish,  which,  on  the  authority  of  the  late  Mr.  Francis,  are  the  best  breed  in  the  Empire. 
Other  choice  varieties  have  been  taken  from  the  Test,  Kennet,  and  other  waters. 


Now  Ready,  price  2s.  net  (2s.  2d.  post  free). 

The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices, 

OR 

HOW  TO  TIE  WET  AND  DRY  FLIES  FOR 
TROUT  AND  GRAYLING  FISHING. 

BY  THE  LATE 

T£.  Or.  :M:oCI_iELL^I<rX) 

("  Athenian  "  of  the  Fishing  Oazette), 
'S7^±tlCL    ESlSl^'tT'  Ill'Ul.B'tX'EL'tlOZl.S. 


LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY.  LIMITED, 

8T.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE.  FLEET  STREET  E.G. 


Price   Is.   6d.  ^•o."«eto.ny.dd^e„onr^^^^^^^ 

k  CHARMING  OLEOGRAPH 

PRINTED  IN  SIXTEEN  COLOURS,  Entitled— 

"AN   EVENING'S  FISHING" 

The  plotore  represents  a  brace  or  two  of  Trout  Jnat  canght,  after  tbe  Original  Painting  by  (he  lat 
T.  Q.  TABQETT,  In  possession  of  the  Editor  of  the  FigHlNe  GACHtti. 

London ;  SAMPSON  LOW  MARSTON  &  CO,,  Ltd.,  St.  Pungtan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C, 


To  Amateur  Bod  and  Fly  Makers. 

ROD  TIMBER, 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 

Well  seasoned  and  Selected. 

dBEENHBAai,  HlOKOBT,  OR  LANOEWOOD: 

tin.    fin.    |ln,    iin.    fin.    iin.  2ft  long. 
1/-    4d.    3d.    3d.    3d.    3d.  per  length. 
1/6    8d.    7d.    6d.    ed.    4d.  S^ft.  long. 
And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 

Ferrules,  Winch  Fittlnga,  Snake  Rings,  and 
every  Bequisite  for  Bod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to 
suit  all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern,  Is.  and  Is.  Gd, 
per  doz.  Floaters,  2s.  per  doz. ;  Sample  half 
dozen  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATERIALS.— Hackles  in  Bed,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  other  natural  colours,  Id. 
per  doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyed 
Hackles,  l^d.  per  doz. 

WiNQS  PER  FAIR.— Starlings,  IM. ;  Snipe,  l^d.; 
Woodcock,  3d. ;  Waterhen,  8d. ;  Partridge,  lid. ; 
Qolden  Plover,  2d.  ;  Blackbirds,  IJd. 

Floss  and  Ttino  Sileb,  9d.  per  doz.  hanki 
all  shades.  

WILL   CHAMBERS  &  CO., 
25,  Market  Place,  Uanchester. 

BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

Pbbsidbnt:  Sir  EDWARD  BIBEBEOE,  Bar 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  ft  D.  RAILWAYS 

ist  OCTOBER  to  31st  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 

BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
Ye  Olde  Rainbow  Tavern,  Fleet-street,  E.C. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Charles 
S.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion  House-cham- 
bers, 11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.C. 


NORFOLK  RIVERS  AND  BROADS. 


Visitors  to  these  waters  should  purchase  their 
FISHING  TACKLE  of 

A.J.  RUDD,54,  London-st,  Norwich. 

Winner  of  First  Prize,  Yachting  and  Fishing 
Exhibition,  Norwich,  1894,  for  the  best  collection 
of  Tackle  for  Norfolk  waters.  Author  of  ' '  Fishing 
ill  Norfolk  Waters. 


If  you  are  Interested  in  Books, 

send  2s.  Cd.  in  stamps  for  a  oopy  post  free  every 
week  for  3  months  of  "The  Publishers'  Oib- 
oulAr  and  Booksellers'  Bboord,"  St.  Dan- 
stan's  Houne.  Fetter  Lane,  Londoa 


IMPdOVSO  PATENT. 

SOLO  ON  CONDITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWL. 


Mabch  24,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


217 


you  a  cheque  in  a  few  days.  We  have  our  half-yearly 
meeting  on  Wednesday  next ;  important  business 
Members  please  attend. — fl.  Gafkee. 

Seymour  Brothers  Ang'iing  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — A  few  of  our 
members  weighed-in  fish  on  March  11 :  Messrs.  Campbell, 
roach,  131b.  15oz. ;  Herron,  121b.  15oz.  ;  W.  Roach,  91b. 
On  March  13,  8.  Kiog,  131b.  loz. ;  T.  Pennell,  2ib.  14oz. ; 
B.  Smith,  41b.  6nz.  Mr.  Burden  and  Arrigoni  also 
weighed-in  fish. — W,  Aldis. 

Sonth  Bermondsey  Plaoatorials,  Institute, 
Botherhithe  New-road,  8.E.— On  March  13  Mr.  W. 
Streeton  weighed-in  a  fair  show  of  fish,  consisting  of 
bream,  chub,  and  iack;  and  on  March  18  Mr.  P.  Allum, 
roach  and  dace.  The  season  is  now  drawing  to  a  close, 
and  we  have  two  monthly  lapsed  prizes  to  go  for ;  also,  I 
must  remind  members  that  March  30  will  be  quarterly 
night,  acd.  as  we  have  important  business  to  discuss,  I  hope 
all  members  will  be  present. — J.  H.  Davies. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodes 
well-road,  Stepney,  E. — Owing  to  the  death  of  our  late 
hostess,  aJl  club  business  was  adjourned  until  next  Friday. 
March  IS  was  a  blank  with  all  our  anglers.  Remainder  of 
prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  March  25. — W.  Beattie. 

Stookwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — The  sweepstakes  outing  will  take 
place  at  Ware  on  March  25  ;  train  10.29  Liverpool-street. 
Will  members  please  attend  next  meeting  night  to  appoint 
auditors Thos.  Lucas. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.  —  During  the  week  Mr. 
Sherman  weighed-in  perch  and  chub,  81b.  2oz.  (largest 
chub  2ib.  14^oz.,  largest  perch  lib.  3ioz.).  On  March  11, 
at  Wraysbury,  one  of  our  members  had  an  unusual  catch 
for  this  time  of  the  season — a  tench  of  21b.  5Joz.  Next 
Tuesday,  March  27,  being  the  annual  quarterly  night,  all 
members  are  requested  to  attend  (meeting  commences  at 
nine  o'clock) ;  also  the  adjourned  special  meeting  and 
election  of  otEcers. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Wailiani  Oreen  and  Chexsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  8.W.— A  fairly  well  attended 
meeting,  and  it  was  unanimonsly  resolved  to  extend  the 
club  year  to  April,  and  to  create  a  special  fund  for  preser- 
vation of  specimen  fish  and  other  purposes,  further 
consideration  to  be  given  to  the  same  by  the  committee, 
and  a  report  given  thereon. — W.  W.  Duffield. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  London, 
N. — Members  are  reminded  that  next  Wednesday,  the 
28th  inet.,  will  be  quirterly  night.  Business,  to  receive 
subscriptions,  and  to  elect  cash  and  fiah  auditors.  I  hope 
every  member  will  try  to  be  present. — Matt  Cuddon. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — We  fished  our  match 
on  March  18,  but  the  prizes  were  again  not  taken,  we 
therefore  have  a  final  try  on  March  25,  at  St.  Margaret's, 
nnder  the  game  conditions  as  the  A.B.S.  Lea  competition. 

— C.  J.  WiLLETT. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,-  New 

North-road. — Several  members  competed  in  the  match  at 
St.  Margaret's,  Mr.  Renn  taking  second  prize,  Mr.  Stjman 
also  taking  fish,  but  too  late  to  show.  Members  please 
note  that  the  two  club  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  March  25, 
the  same  placa. — W.  Harden. 


REVIEW  OF  THE  PAST  SEASON'S  SPORT 
AT  OVERSCAIG,  SUTHERLAND. 

As  the  opening  of  the  angling  season  at  this  resort  is 
now  approaching  it  may  be  of  iatereet  to  many  readers  of 
F.  G.  to  get  some  details  regarding  the  sport  of  1899, 
which  was  as  follows : 
Sal- 
mon, lb.  Grilse.  lb.  Feros,  lb.      Trout.  lb. 

May    20  to 

June  30   ...    1   8      —  —      7   ZIJ      3838  1433 

July    2     7      5   36       3319  1223 

Aug.  &  Sept.  1  11        5   23      1   12        1058  323 


Totals    2  19       7   30     13  119 J      8215  2979 

The  various  waters  connected  with  the  hotel  yielded  as 
follows,  viz. : 

Sal- 
mon, lb.  Grilse,  lb.    Ferox.  lb.     Trout.  lb. 
Loch  Shin 

Beats    2    19      2    10      9     80       3856  1673 

Loch  Merk- 

,  land     2     7      —   —        1112  445^ 

LochGriam  ..   3    13      4     33J      1114  359 

Gorm,Garvie, 

Ac   —  —       2133  501i 

Total  .  ...  2  19  7  30  13  119i  8215  2279 
In  the  course  of  the  season— omitting  salmon,  grilse, 
and  ferox — 117  trout  baskets  ranged  from  one  dozen  to 
two  dozen,  seventy-three  were  from  two  dozen  to  three 
dozen,  and  twenty-five  from  three  dozen  to  four  dozen, 
while  twenty-six  went  upwards  from  four  dozen  to  about 
ten  dozen.  Although  the  number  of  anglers  engaged 
was  larger  than  usual,  the  sport  fell  off  as  compared  with 
the  previous  seasons,  owing  to  the  bright  and  hot  weather 
which  prevailed.  The  following  table  will  show  at  a 
glance  the  total  number  of  fish  and  their  total  weights 
during  each  of  the  past  five  seasons  : 

„    .  Ton.  cwt.  qr.  lb. 

IMJ.  Total  flah  (all  kinds)  8093  aggregating  1     1.1      1  0} 

,         74JO  ,,           1     12      0  171 

7992  „           17      1  13J 

10,320  ,.            1     \(;       3  0 

H-24()  ,,            1       8       2  .')' 


Qrand  total  in  Ave  years  42,09.'* 
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THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S,  gave  their 
annual  dinner  to  the  river  and  look  keepers  on  March  22. 
at  the  Criterion  Restaurant,  when  the  i  hair  was  taken  by 
Mr.  H.  L.  W.  Lawson,  L.C.C.,  the  president  of  the  society, 
who  was  supported  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgios  (hon.  secretary 
and  treasurer).  Dr.  Tucker,  Messrs.  A.  Price,  Shum, 
Gomm,  Clapp,  Matthews,  Btiand,  Chatterton,  Dongworth, 
and  Cormac  O'Dowd,  with  Messrs.  T.  Ctumplen  and  F. 
Berry  cSioiating  as  vice-chairmen.  As  usual,  Mr.  Walter 
Back  was  in  charge  of  the  musical  arrangements,  and 
tobacco  and  pipes  were  served  out  to  each  of  the  men  on 
loehalf  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  r  the  Fishin;/  OazeKe. 
After  the  customary  loyal  toast  oi  "  The  Queen," 

Mr.  Lawson  proposed  "  The  Rive  /Keepers."  He  pointed 
out  that  it  was  essential  to  the  society  thatthe  good  under- 
standing and  cordial  relations  whi:th  had  so  long  existed 
between  the  keepers  and  the  exec  itive  should  be  main 
taicted,  and  the  bulk  of  the  men  did  all  in  their  power  to 
assist  in  what  was  a  most  excellent  undertaking.  But  for 
the  T.A.P.S.  the  Thames  would  Ic  ng  ago  have  ceased 
to  be  a  sporting  river,  but  now  it  was  im 
proving,  in  spite  of  the  growth  of  population, 
houses,  riverside  tawns,  and  London  itself.  It 
was  a  pity  that  the  willows  and  withies  which  used 
to  flourish  by  the  banks  of  the  Thames  had  given  way 
so  largely  to  camp  shedding,  for  they  used  to  shelter  any 
amount  of  fish.  The  wonder  was  not  that  the  society  had 
not  done  all  that  could  be  anticipated,  but  that  it  had  done 
as  much  as  it  had.  In  the  preservation  and  pro 
tection  of  fishing  the  T.A.P.S.  bad  deserved  well 
of  all  those  who  loved  the  art  in  the  home 
counties,  and  particularly,  of  course,  in  the  metropolis. 
He  was  glad  to  believe  that  its  efforts  were  appreciated, 
and  was  certain  that  as  time  went  on  it  would  receive  an 
increased  support  from  those  who  wished  that  the  sport 
they  themselves  enjoyed  should  be  as  widely  partaken  of 
as  possible,  and  he  concluded  by  asking  the  company  to 
drink  the  good  health  of  the  men  who,  he  believed,  did 
their  duty  in  a  satisfactory  and  honourable  way,  and  who 
would  continue  in  the  path  pointed  out  to  them  by  their 
predecessors. 

On  behalf  of  the  keepers,  head  river-keeper  Douglas 
and  J.  Rough  returned  thanks  to  Mr.  Lawson  for  his 
kindly  words  of  encouragement  and  goodwill,  and  then  it 
devolved  on  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  to  propose  the  health  of  the 
chairman,  enlarging  on  the  services  he  had  rendered  to  the 
society.  In  returning  thanks  Mr.  Lawson  took  occasion 
to  remark  that  he  had  again  this  year  approached  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  with  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  barren 
swans  during  the  coming  spawning  season,  but  Sir 
Spencer  Ponsonby  Fane,  in  reply,  had  stated^  that,  owing 
to.exceptional  circumstances  during  the  last  winter,  he  was 
unable  to  give  an  immediate  answer,  as^  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  would  have  to  take  expert  opinion  befoie 
deciding  whether  he  could  repeat  the  experiment  of  last 
year.  Mr.  Lawson,  then  having  to  leave,  his  place  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Berry,  and  Mr.  Brewer  then  proceeded  to 
give  the  toast  of  "  The  Executive,"  to  which  Mr.  Higgins 
replied.  It  should  here  be  mentioned  that  earlier 
in  the  evening  a  letter  had  been  read  from  Mr.  W.  Senior, 
the  editor  of  the  Field,  in  which  he  had  touched 
upon  the  question  of  Thames  professional  fishermen 
catching  fish  on  their  own  account ;  and  in  his  reply  to  the 
above-mentioned  toast,  Mr.  Higgins,  in  the  most  emphatic 
terms,  deprecated  such  proceedings,  warning  his  hearers 
that  if  they  did  not  do  their  duty  by  standing  by  the 
society  and  severely  repressing  any  Euoh  practices  if  brought 
to  their  notice,  the  T.A.P.S.  would  have  to  cease  their 
efforts  in  preserving  and  protecting  the  Thames'  fish  and 
fishing. — Sydney  Mail. 


EARLY"  USE  OF  THE  FROZEN  BAIT 
IDEA. 

The  following  extract  from  a  letter  published  in  the 
Maritime  Merchant  should  be  of  general  interest : 

"  A  cold  storage  plant  was  erected  at  Caneo  in  1887  by 
the  firm  of  A.  N.  Whitman  and  Son,  and  has  been  in 
successful  operation  there  ever  since.  As  a  means  of  pre- 
serving bait  it  was  a  success  from  the  start,  and  some  of 
our  fishermen  availed  themselves  at  once  of  the  facilities 
it  afforded,  and  it  has  been  the  means  of  putting 
thousands  of  dollars  in  their  pockets.  Of  course,  much 
had  to  be  learned  as  to  the  best  methods  of  handliog  bait, 
and  its  owmers  have  never  felt  that  they  knew  all  about  it, 
but  the  main  difficulty  lay  in  the  existence  of  an  unreason- 
able prejudice  in  the  minds  of  many  fishermen  against  the 
use  of  frozen  bait,  and  many  would  stay  ashore  when 
fresh  bait  could  not  be  obtained  rather  than  use  the  frozen 
article.  Some  who  had  been  accustomed  to  catching  their 
own  bait,  which  had  been  the  common  practice 
previous  to  the  installation  of  the  freezing  plant,  and 
thought  they  were  getting  it  for  nothing,  though  much 
time  was  consumed  in  the  getting  of  it,  and  they  were 
often  unsuccessful,  claimed  that  they  could  not  afford  to 
buy  bait  and  stayed  on  shore  rather  than  do  so,  though  it 
was  almost  a  moral  certainty  that  30  cents,  worth  of 
frozen  squid  would  get  them  2dol3.  or  3dols.  worth  of  fish, 
if  the  fish  were  on  the  ground.  This  unreasonable 
prejudice  has  been  lived  down,  however,  and  frozen  biit, 
principally  squid,  is  looked  upon  as  a  n^catsity, 

"  In  this  particular  locality  it  led  to  the  discovery  of  a 
school  of  splendid  haddock  which  visits  our  shore  in 
December  and  January,  previously  unknown  to  the  fisher- 
men, and  now  at  CanEO,  during  the  so  ailed  "  winter  " 
haddock  fishing  from  lOOOdols.  to  ISOOdols.  per  day  are 
jaid  out  to  our  fishermen  for  haddock  caught  on  frozen 
jait.  Ten  years  ago  not  a  dollar  would  be  earned  by  them 
in  this  way  at  that  particular  season  of  the  year."— 
American  F,  G.  • 


NOTE  BY  PLOMB. 
To  the  valuable  scientific  publications  of  the  Australian 
Musenm,  Sydney,  the  useful  institution  presided  over  by 
Mr.  R.  Etheridge,  jun.,  curator,  has  just  been  added  a 
volume  of  which  its  principal  author,  Mr.  K.  R.  Waite, 
F.L  S  ,  zoologist  of  the  museum,  may  well  be  proud.  It 
contains  the  scientific  results  of  the  recent  trawling 
expedition  of  H.M.C.S.  Thetis.  The  in^rodcction  deals 
with  the  various  efforts  at  dredging  and  trawling  from  the 
visit  of  the  French  vessel  Astrolabe  in  1820  down  to  the 
recent  experiments  with  the  other  trawl  on  the  Thetis. 
An  addendum  gives  particulars  of  the  electric 
trap  experiments  made  in  .Vovember,  1899.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  those  concerned  in  the  com- 
pilation of  data  have  spared  no  pains  with  the 
book  and  given  in  a  handy  form  for  reference  much 
valuable  information,  of  which  previons'y  but  the  vaguest 
knowledge  existed.  "The  record  of  the  Thetis  hauls,  which 
were  extremely  valuable  both  from  a  scientific  and  economis 
standpoint,  is  accurately  given,  and  a  study  of  the  localities 
trawled  over,  the  time  the  trawl  was  down,  direction, 
depth,  character  of  the  bottoms,  and  in  the  body  of  the 
book  the  description  of  the  fishes  taken,  will  be  of  deep 
interest  to  students  and  to  business  men.  Altogether  107 
species  were  taken,  representing  ninety-five  genera.  These 
have  been  carefully  examined,  classified,  and  described  by 
Mr.  Waite  in  simple,  terse  language,  largely  free  from 
terms  not  understandable  by  the  layman,  and  only  severely 
technical  where  the  exigencies  of  the  case  demanded  such. 
In  most  instances  the  vulgar  name  has  been  given  by  Mr. 
Waite,  but  it  must  be  distinctly  understood  that  no 
profound  ruling  upon  such  appellations  is  attempted.  The 
same  fish  in  many  parts  of  the  colony  has  ssveral  different 
names,  but  it  may  be  at  once  assumed  that  the  name 
bestowed  by  Mr.  Waite  is  that  adopted  by  the  great 
majority  of  those  who  are  frequently  amongst  fish.  But 
it  is  to  the  beautiful  half-tone  blocks  of  the  fish  that  most 
fish  lovers  will  turn  with  the  keenest  delight.  The  author 
possesses  the  artistic  spirit  in  a  high  degree,  and,  were  he 
not  absorbed  in  the  higher  scientific  ambitions,  could 
achieve  fame  by  the  delicacy,  fidelity,  and  general  excel- 
lence of  his  work  with  brush  and  pen  in  pictorially 
representing  thirty-one  of  the  fish  described,  and  in  the 
many  figures  of  interest  scattered  through  the  letterpress. 
I  have  before  had  occasion  to  refer  to  the  beauty  of  Mr. 
Waite's  draughtsmanship,  or,  rather,  artistic  work  in 
black  and  white,  and  I  must  refer  readers  to  the  pages  of 
the  book  itself  to  ascertain  for  themselves  whether  my 
commendation  has  been  excessive  or  overdrawn.  No 
piscatorial  drawings  so  good  have  ever  been  done  in  the 
colony.  The  execution  of  the  blocks  by  the  printer  has 
been  admirably  done,  and  reflects  credit  upon  the  firm 
from  which  the  work  emanited.  A  chirt  of  the  coast 
showing  the  area  trawled  is  of  value  as  indicative  of  the 
thorough  nature  of  the  work  and  absence  of  any  picnic 
idea  by  the  trawlers.  It  is  fair,  too,  to  add  that  this 
evidence  of  the  thoroughness  of  the  work  initiated  by 
Mr.  Frank  Farnell,  and  personally  attended  to  in  all  its 
details  by  that  gentleman,  must  be  very  gratifying  to  his 
numerous  wjll-wishers.  Altogether,  the  book  is  one 
which  will  form  a  valuable  addition  to  the  libraries  of  the 
Australian  scientist,  the  sportsman,  and  the  piscatorial 
societies. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

3242.   William    Moore,    Harpurhey,  Manchester. 

"  Universal  joint  for  collapsible  and  folding 
landing-net  frame  for  angling." 
3405.  Samnel  AUcock,  Redditch.  "  An  improved 
kettle  for  holding  live  fish." 
20,161.  Fishing.  Patentee;  Mr.  E.  R.  8.  Bartlett, 
Redditch.  Relates  to  tackle  cases.  Each 
leaf  is  made  of  a  C3ntral  partition,  with  a 
raised  celluloid  cover  on  each  side,  to  form 
pockets,  in  which  the  tackle  is  placed. 
4119.  Robert  Bright  Marston,  Chancery-lane,  Lon- 
don. "  Improvements  in  artificial  flies." 
24,035,  Trawling.  Patentee  ;  Mr.  D.  Sherritt,  Shed- 
docksley  House,  Aberdeen.  The  attachments 
for  the  head  and  ground  ropes  are  fitted  to 
the  back  of  the  otter-board,  opposite  to  that 
of  the  tow  rope  in  front.  By  this  arrange- 
ment the  line  of  stress  passes  directly  through 
the  points  of  the  net  attachment.  The  angle 
at  which  the  board  sets  is  regulated  by  the 
length  of  the  chain,  which  may  be  replaced  by 
a  telescopic  rod. 


In  my  walks  the  other  day  I  fonnd  myself  calling  upon 
a  young  friend  in  the  "  Lucas  "  Ward  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  and  I  should  like  to  compliment  the  sister  of  the 
ward,  and  everyone  connected  with  the  hospital  on  the 
splendid  way  in  which  their  patients  are  looked  after. 
But  I  Slid  to  my  friend,  "  Mary,  where  did  you  get  those 
flowers  ?  "  "I  got  them,  Mr.  Dragnet,"  was  the  reply, 
"  from  Mr.  Hughes,  the  florist,  one  of  father's  friends  at 
Southend."  Well,  all  I  can  say  is  that  if  Mr.  Hughes  can 
grow  flowers  like  those  that  he  gave  to  Mary,  I  shall  try 
to  cultivate  his  acquaintance  ;  he  is  a  man  worth  knowing. 
 >♦«♦<  

This  is  a  wire  I  received  :  "'Dragnjt,'  London. — Did 
you  see  Alec  on  the  fire  escape,  and  was  he  all  right  ?  " 
I  replied.  No  !  Then  I  got  another  wire  :  "  The  way  in 
which  he  went  up  and  down  that  fire  escape  was  the 


218 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[March  24,  1900 


admiration  of  everyone.— Truthful  Tommy."  After  thi 
I  wired  again  :  How  is  Alec  ?  This  is  the  answer  I  got  • 
"  Bather  stiff,  but  still  going."  Yon  want  to  go  to 
Southend,  and  to  inow  Alec,  before  you  understand  the 
joke  ;  but  still,  boys,  it's  there. 


At  Callaghane  Petty  Sessions  last  week— Mr.  Ulick 
Burke,  R.M.,  presiding— the  Waterford  Boird  of  Con- 
servators, at  the  instance  of  the  London  Fishmongers' 
Society,  prosecuted  Xannie  Galgey  for  having  a  salmon  in 
her  possession  during  the  close  season.  It  appeared  that 
the  defendant  in  October  last  inclosed  a  salmon  in  a  con- 
signment of  herrings  to  a  Billingsgate  firm.  Defendant 
was  fined  10s.  and  i'6  Ca.  costs. 


A  WEEK  or  two  ago  I  heard  from  Mr.  Andrew  Henry, 
of  the  Wyresdale  Fishery,  Lancashire.  He  was  in  Dublin 
"  on_  business."  Last  Saturday,  that  ever  was  (St. 
Patrick's  Day)  he  was  in  London  "  on  business."  He  was 
accompanied  by  his  trusted  assistant  "  Jim,"  and  says  that 
"  business  "  will  bring  him  to  London  very  shortly.  Shall 
be  glad  to  see  you,  Andrew. 


The  acceptance  of  the  position  of  Hon.  Colonel  of  the 
City  of  London  Imperial  Volunteers  by  Lord  Roberts  is 
recorded  in  the  third  City  Press  Souvenir"  (City  Press 
cfficea,  Aldersgate-street),  the  frontispiece  being  an 
excellent  portrait  of  the  popular  general.  The  reception 
of  the  regiment  at  Cape  Town,  and  the  life  of  the  men  in 
camp  on  Green  Point  Common,  are  illustrated  in  a  number 
of  pictures,  and  several  interesting  groups  of  officers  are 
also  given.  In_  a  brief  introduction  the  story  of  the 
regiment  is  continued,  and,  in  addition  to  the  groups  and 
other  pictures,  there  are  over  140  portraits  of  officers  and 
men.  The  officiallist  of  the  C.I.V.  is  given,  together  with 
the  regimental  number  of  every  member. 

 >  »»♦<  

This  is  from  Mr.  Hurley,  of  Killaloe.    "  Dear  '  Drag ' : 
"  We  may  talk  of  split  cane. 
Or  a  split  of  champagne — 

Both  very  good  in  their  way  : 
But  the  dear  Shamrock  give  me. 
Drowned  in  Irish  Gilbey, 
On  St.  Patrick's  day  in  the  morning." 


The  inclosed  cutting  is  from  the  Farmer  and  StocTc- 
hreeder,  and  appeared  nnder  the  heading  "  On  Fish  "  : 
"  Salmon— This  fish  is  chiefly  caught  in  the  north,  but  in 
all  parts  of  Europe  where  it  is  found  the  size  is  nearly 
always  the  same,  varjing  from  201b.  to  401b.  The  fish 
when  first  killed  is  not  so  red  as  it  is  after  being  boiled  or 
salted.  It  abounds  with  voktile  salt  and  oily  particles, 
which  render  it  extremely  nutritive,  strengthening,  and 
invigorating ;  but  remember,  if  eaten  too  freely,  it  causes 
indigestion.  The  best  way  to  cook  salmon  is  to  broil  it," 
[Ma  conscience !] 

 >  *  «  »  <  

Me.  James  Dri  mmond,  writing  from  the  West  Port 
Hotel,  Ballyshannon,  on  March  19  says  :  "  The  nets  were 
put  down  in  the  estuary  of  lha  Etna  to  day  for  the  first 
time  this  season,  but  not  a  single  fish,  either  salmon  or 
sea- trout  was  taken." 

 >  »»»  <  

Th  e  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  con- 
tinues until  April  5,  and,  as  angling  societies  can  obtain 
tickets  at  4s.  per  dozen,  it  should  be  well  supported  by 
fishermen.  A  gambling  pig  is  the  latest  wonder  at  this 
home  of  novelties,  and  the  animal's  accomplishments,  it 
ia  said,  also  include  mathematics,  music,  and  divers  other 
things.    Have  you  seen  the  lady  sword  swallower  ? 


"  We  have  received  a  niost  interesting  communication 
from  a  correspondent  on  whose  authority  we  can 
thoroughly  rely,"  says  the  Christian  Ohic,  "in  which 
he  says  :  '  I  think,  Mr.  Editor,  the  following  is  a  unique 
incident  of  an  animal  assisting  a  bird  to  raise  its  young. 
Last  year  the  papers  of  the  day  contained  an  interesting 
I)aragraph  on  the  animal  world,  where,  in  an  aviary  in  one 
of  the  wards  at  Caterham  Asylum,  a  wild  rabbit  had 
turned  a  dove  off  its  nest  and  sat  on  two  doves'  eggs  till 
they  were  hatched.  This  year  the  nurses  are  trjing 
another  hatching  operation.  They  have  placed  two 
bantam's  eggs  in  the  same  nest.  The  tame  rabbit  has 
taken  to  these  eggs,  and  when  I  saw  the  nest  and  eggs  last 
week  it  had  been  sitting  seven  days,  and  only  left  the  eggs 
to  take  its  food,  returning  at  once  to  the  nest.  The  nest 
is  Oft.  from  the  ground.  The  rabbit,  in  my  presence,  was 
taken  out  of  the  nest,  placed  on  the  floor  by  the  nureo, 
and  very  quickly  climbed  np  again  to  the  nest.'  " 


I  WAS  not  able  to  be  present  at  the  competition  in  aid 
of  the  A.B.S.  at  St.  Margaret's  on  March  18,  but  am  told 
it  was  one  of  the  worst  days  of  the  season.  An  excep- 
tionally heavy  frost  made  it  evident  that  roach  would  not 
feed,  and  in  addition,  as  the  morning  wore  on,  a  very  heavy 
nor'-easter  got  np,  which  chilled  one  to  the  marrow,  many 
leaving  off  in  the  forenoon,  and  made  tracks  for  the  neirest 
shelter  of  hay-stacks,  or  walls.  Only  fifteen  anglers  out 
of  the  .38o  brought  fish  to  the  scales,  the  redoubtable 
Johnny  Oshorne  being  an  easy  first. 


The  stamping  of  tickets  under  the  guidance  of  Mr. 
Medcalf  (chairman)  was  rapidly  performed,  and  at  the 
weighing-in  the  labours  were  not  ot  a  very  arduous  nature, 
the  committee,  who  ably  assisted,  being  Messrs.  C.  Watling, 
J.  Levein,  F.  Newton,  (;.  Merry,  W.  Khead,  W.  Hunt, 
and  W.J.  Wade.  The  collecting  boxes  were  well  patro- 
niaed,  that  of  Mr.  Hunt  realised  £1  4i.  Id.,  and  by  Mr. 


J.  A.  Fitch  £1  7s.  9d.  The  remaining  thirty  prizeiwillbe 
fished  for  on  Marjh  25  ;  go  down  by  oidinary  9.8  a  m. 
train  from  Liverpool-street;  competition  tickets  to  be 
restamped.  The  host  of  Rose  and  Crown,  St.  Margaret's 
(Mr.  Stevens)  did  his  utmost  to  make  every  one  comfort- 
able, and  provided  an  excellent  dinner  for  the  committee. 
 >♦<■»<  

St.  Patrick's  Day  is  over,  thank  goodness  !  but  still 
its  echoes  remain.  I  have  had  to  say  over  and  over  again 
that  I  won't  publish  "  copy"  that  is  sent  too  late,  but  I 
think  I  ong^t  to  publish  the  following,  which  is  dated 
"  St.  Patrick's  Day  in  the  morning,"  and  was  conse- 
quently too  lite  for  last  week's  issue.  It  comes  from  my 
brother  B.S.A.S.,  Brian.  I  think  he  must  be  a  Dutch- 
man. What  do  you  think  ?  [There  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
touch  of  "  Truthful  Tommy  "  about  this.] 

 >  »»»  <  

"  The  Wkarin'  of  the  Green." 
OcH  !  Dragnet,  dear,  and  did  ye  hear  the  news  that's  goin' 
round  ? 

I'm  just  the  most  deloighted  Oirish  boy  that's  to  be 
found ; 

For  I've  got  a  sprig  of  shamrock,  and  it's  here  in  my 
caubeen. 

And  I  wear  it  by  the  ordhers  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen. 

Herself— no  less— has  told  us  how  she  loves  the  Oirish 
lad. 

On  this  bright  St.  Pathrick's  morning  every  Oirish  heart 
is  glad ; 

And  we'll  give  her  such  a  welcome  as  the  wurruld  has 
never  seen  ; 

Won't  we  shout  hnrroo !  for  Oireland  ?  ivcm't  we  cheer 
our  Empress  Queen  ? 

When  the  sad  news  came  from  Buller,  sure  her  mother's 

heart  did  melt. 
Thinking  of  her  gallant  soldiers  lyihg  dead  upon  the  veldt. 
She'  8  a  mother  and  a  lady,  and  the  hivins  be  her  bed, 
For  she's  honoured  Oirish  soldiers  by  "  the  sreen  beside 

the  red." 


"Bt  the  Orders  of  the  Queen." 
(Copyright  Press  Photo  Bureau.) 

Once  'twas  looked  on  as  an  insult,  and  men  and  women 
died 

For  wearin'  of  the  shamrock  ;  now  'tis  a  mark  of  pride, 
At  the  pluck  of  Oirish  laddies  who  have  fallen  for  their 
Queen, 

And  'tis  by  her  blissid  ordhers  we're  all  wearin'  of  the 
green. 

But  still  Dragnet,  avourneen,  comin'  back  across  the 
foam. 

There's  a  lot  of  wounded  souldiers  who  will  want  a 

welcome  home. 
And,  begorra  !  they  shall  have  it,  but  they'll  want  aome 

'baccy,  too ; 

So  anglers  all  must  raise  more  cash,  and  send  it  on  to  you. 

Though,  as  you  know,  I'm  but  a  boy,  my  khaki  dress  has 
tould  yer. 

When  I  grow  up  to  be  a  man  I  mean  to  be  a  souldier. 
And  then,  just  like  your  paper,  I'll  be  wearin'  of  the 
green 

In  the  honour  of  Ould  Oireland,  and  by  order  of  the 
(i>aeen. 

Bbian  Hubsey. 

A  TABi'ON  weighing  1461b.,  and  measuring  (ift.  2in.,  is 
to  be  seen  over  the  mantelpiece  of  the  Piscatorial  Society's 
union  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  It  has  been  beautifully 
set  up  by  Cooper.  The  capturer  (a  member),  Mr.  W.  II. 
Walker,  presented  it  to  the  society,  which  possesses  one  of 
the  finest  ehows  of  stuffed  fish  in  this  country. 

Eyes  raised  toward  heaven  are  always  beautifu  what- 
ever they  may  be. 


Dinners  and  concerts  are  now  the  order  of  the  day  (and 
night).  The  next  "  Happy  Evening  for  the  People  "  will 
be  the  Gresham  concert  on  Tuesday  evening,  March  2", 
and  lantern  lecture.  As  previously  announced,  there  will 
be  some  splendid  talent,  and  ladies  are  invited.  VisitorE 
who  care  to  "  stroll  in  "  on  this  occasion  wiU  be  heartilj 
welcomed.  'Bus  to  the  Bank,  and  ask  for  Masons'  Hall 
Tavern,  Masons',  Avenue. 


On  Thursday,  March  29,  the  "  Bohemians "  have  a 
special  smoking  concert  at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern. 
Ladies  are  invited  to  this  function.  When  it  is  mentioned i 
that  Mr.  Gearge  R.  Sims  ("Dagonet")  will  preside,  and 
that  Dalgety  Henderson  is  responsible  for  the  entertain* 
ment,  it  goes  without  saying  that  a  big  treat  is  in  sto  ' 
for  those  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  be  present. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Piscatorial  Society 
Monday  evening  last  was  a  great  success,  although  it 
not  so  crowded  as  I  have  seen  it  on  previous  occasion 
This  dinner  'u,  I  think,  the  only  one  to  which  ladies  ai 
invited,  and  Mrs.  "  Drag."  wishes  there  were  more, 
full  account  is  given  elsewhere. 


MENU. 
Whitstible  Natives. 
Thick  and  Clear  Turtle, 
River  Trout  and  Indian  Sauce.  Cucumber. 
Fried  Smelts  and  Lemon. 
Devilled  Whitebait. 
Cutlets  of  Sweetbreads  Renaissance. 
Punch  a  la  Romaine. 
Lamb  and  Mint  Sauce. 
Tomate  Vinaigrette.  Duchesee  Potatoes. 

Crab  Salad  h  la  Reine. 
Braised  York  Ham  and  Madeira, 
Golden  Plover,  Compdte. 
Diplomatic  Padding.  Charlotte  h  la  Russe, 

Maoedoine  Jelly.      Ice  Padding, 
Cheese,  Celery, 
Cafe  Noir, 


Another  concert  (place  aux  dames)  to  which  ladies 
are  invited  will  take  place  on  March  31,  at  the  Ben  JonsoD, 
Shoe-lane.  The  secretary  of  the  Lychnobite  A. 8.  asks  me 
to  invite  all  brother  Lychnobitea  to  this  "  annual."  Thie 
talent  which  this  society  can  bring  together  is  well  knowii, 
and  Messrs.  Chaplais  and  West  will,  as  usual,  help  to 
make  visitors  comfortable.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by 
"  Dragnet." 

_  Yet  another  dinner !  The  British  Sea  Anglers  will 
dine  at  the  Restaurant  Frasoati  on  Wednesday,  Aprih  4,' 
when  the  chair  will  be  taken  by  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle.  On 
the  next  evening,  Thursday,  April  5,  there  will  be  a  grand- 
dinner  at  the  HolbDrn  Restaurant,  given  by  "  the  Tackle' 
Trade."  Ladies  are  invited.  Really,  the  ladies  are  beiqg' 
made  a  "  fuss  "  of .  I  hear  that  the  forthcoming  dinner' 
of  the  Gresham  will  be  presided  over  by  Mr.  W,  Senior. 


On  the  "last  day  of  the  season"  a  well-known  tackle- 
dealer  (Mr,  F.  T.  Williams)  was  beseiged  for  live  bait,' 
and  because  his  supply  had  run  out  a  customer  wrote  him 
to  the  effect  that  he  took  five  pike  with  one  small  dace, 
which  had  been  in  use  the  day  previously  for  two  hours. 
The  sixth  pike  was  lost,  as  there  was  not  quite  enongli 
dace  left. 

THK  WRECK. 
Oh,  the  wind  went  out  to  sea  last  night. 

The  wind  went  out  to  sea  ; 
And  the  moon  hid  under  a  cloud  from  sight, 

And  the  billows  rose  with  their  fangs  of  white 
To  do  what  its  will  might  be. 

They  seized  a  ship  that  was  homeward  bound, 
And  they  snapped  her  mast  in  twain  ; 

And  they  swept  the  decks  till  the  blackness  round 
Was  thick  with  the  souls  of  sailors  drowned, 

And  loud  with  their  cries  of  pain. 

The  wind  blew  in  to  the  land  at  morn 

And  rufHed  the  rose's  pride. 
And  kissed  the  face  of  the  babe  new  born, 
And  toyed  with  the  silk  of  the  tasseled  corn, 

And  the  curls  of  the  captain  bride. 

Bat  it  left  him  out  on  the  dreary  deep. 

On  a  drifting  spar,  ah  me 
And  he  called  her  name  as  he  sink  to  sleep. 
In  the  coral  caves— ah,  the  angel;*  weep 

When  the  wind  goes  out  to  sea 

—Minna  Ibvino,  in  Munsey'Sf 


Brown  :  "  I  say.  Smith  !  If  President  Kruger  was  to 
eat  his  ma  and  pa,  what  would  he  be  P  "  Smith  :  "  A 
cannibal,  of  course!"  Brown:  "Wrong!  Try  again." 
Smith  :  •'  Well,  he  would  be  a  hog  1  "  Brown  :  "  WroiiK 
again,  my  boy.  If  President  Kruger  ate  his  ma  and  pa.  In 
would  be  an  orphan  !  "  Smith:  "'H'm!  It  isn't  orphan 
you  hear  one  like  that.  But  hold  on  a  moment.  If  Lord 
Roberts  succeeds  in  capturing  Prasident  Kruger,  and 
brings  him  to  England,  what  would  you  call  Kruger's 
wifei'"  Brown:  "  That's  very  easy.  I  should  call  her— 
well — er — yes,  of  oourse— that  is,  providing — now,  what 
the  dickens  would  you  call  her,  anyway!''"  Smith: 
"  Why,  my  dear  boy,  you'd  call  President  Kruger's  wife 
Mrs.  Kruger.  '  Good  day  I  "  Draiinkt. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Pract'cal  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  -Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High'Class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  RodSm 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  ths  name  of  Ogdan  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


Royal  Aqnarium,  Westminster. 

D.  SLATER, 

Ni:  WABK-  ON-  TRENT, 

Is  now  exhibiting  the  FINEST  COLLECTION  of 

RODS,  REELS,  &c., 

^ver  seen  in  London. 

INTENDING  PURCHASERS  WILL  DO  WELL  TO  CALL  AND  INSPECT 
THJS  MAGNIFICENT  COLLECTION. 


BUILT  CANE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS, 

With  and  without  steel  centres.  One  quality  only — "  the  best  "—equal 
to  any  make  in  the  world.  These  Rods  are  entirely  manufactured  on 
■our  own  premises  by  the  most  skilled  workmen,  and  we  will  guarantee  these 
Rods  for  five  years.  Over  400  Rods  to  select  from,  including  some  of  the 
following  noted  patterns : 

Slater's  DAEK  QREENHEAET  SALMON  RODS  (light  and  very  powerful). 

GREENHEART  TROUT  RODS. 
«REE»HEART  PIKE  RODS.  GREENHEART  THAMES  TROUT  RODS. 

THE  NEWARK  PERFECTION, 

The  best  Eod  for  all  kind.s  of  Bottom  Fishing  ever  manufacture!. 


REELS. 

Our  New  Pattern  ComlDiiiation  in  Alumininm  Alloy  is  perfection. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  REELS.  SEA  REELS, 
NOTTINGHAM   REELS.  &C. 


PRICE   LIST  FREE  ON  APPLICATION. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


Mrs.  Cox's  Style  and  Pat- 
terns, iB.  6d.  to  2s. 
dozen,  post  tree.  Buffer 
Knot  Oasts,  Is.  6d.  each. 


Devon  and  Yorkshire  Hackles   Is.  6d.  dozen. 

New  Pattern  Beetlea    2s.  Od.  dozen. 

Harcoies  Casts   Is.  3d.  each. 


FLIES/' 


doz. 


Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  SOUARE,  WINCHESTER.  HANTS. 


NOW  READY.— THIRD  EDITION. 

A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

Bit    OOTSWOIjID     ISYS,  ISdl.-A. 


Price  ONE  SHILLING,  in  neat  cloth  binding:. 

londcn :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


Tel.  Address,  "  Pishing,  Liverpool"  Telephona,  5611- 

HENRY  WHITTY 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  LIVERPOOl. 

2-  Joint  Special  Trout  Rods,  15s.  to  35s. 

3-  Joint      „  7s.  6d.  to  40s.  /  Made  in 
Split  C  ane  Rods,          10s.  6d.  to  £8. ,  xny  own 
Sea  Trout,  Grilse,  and  Salmon  Rods.  pj,«f- 
Cane  Spinning  and  Dapping  Rods.     '  ^' 


BEELS,  LINES,  FLIES,  AND  TACKLE  IN  GEEAT  VAEIETY,  BEST  ftUALITY, 
AND  REASONABLE  IN  FBICE. 

Repairs  to  Rods  promptly  and  i-arefally  done. 
PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 

THE  OLIVER 

Slxoxvirs  lEvery  "Worcai   elb  yoT*    "Wri-to  it. 

It  took  Twenty-five  years  to  find 
out  that  Typewriters  have  becfn 
built 

'NMoa  aais-dn 

Ti-  e  OLIVER  Is  built 

RIGHT  SIDE  UP, 

where  the  work  is  In  siph<-. 

The  onlr  machine  with  a  doable  or 
U-3hii>-d  type-bar,  ensuriog  permanency 
of  aUgnment. 

On  acconat  of  its  VISIBLE  WRITING 
frat  ire,  and  its  SIMPLI  :i  TY  OP  CON- 
STRUCTION, the  OLIVER  is  the  quickest 
to  learn,  and  toe  easiest  to  ooerate. 


FOE    CATALOQUE    ADDRKSS : 

The  OLIVER   TYPEWRITER   COMPANY  Ltd., 

42,  POULTRY,  LONDON,  E.G. 


SALMON  AND  FRESH-WATER  FISHERIES 
ACTS,  1861  to  1892. 

SALE  OP  FRESH-WATEa  FISH- 

rpHE  FISHMONGERS'  COMPANY  hereby  give  PUBLIC  NOTICE 
that  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts  it  is  illegal : 
To  buy,  sell,  or  expose  for  sale,  or  have  ia  possession  for  sile,  any 
FRESH-WATER  FISH,  other  than  poUan,  trout,  char,  and  eels,  between 
the  fifteenth  day  of  March  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  both  inclusive, 
subject  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

(By  order)      J.  WRENCH  TOWSE, 
Clerh  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Fishmongers,  London. 
Fishmongers'  Hall,  London  Bridge, 
February,  1900. 


THb  Finest  lllustratod  Magaxine  of  iha  Hay. 


SGRIBNKR'S  MAGA2IINEI.   """  "^^ 


ONE  SHILLING. 


ORDER   OP   ANY  BOOKSELLER. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON,  &  COMPANY,  LTD.,  St.  Dunstan'S  House.  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
Ar  the  ordinary  weekly  meetinf?,  held  at  Ye  Olde 
Baanbow  Tdvern,  15,  Fleet-strest.  EC  ,  on  Wednesday, 
March  21,  1900,  at  8  p  m.,  Mr.  C.  J.  Cri3field  in  the  ehiir, 
the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  haviog  been  read  and 
Mnfirmed,  Mr.  R.  O.  Presion  G»r(fn>r  reported  that  our 
agent  at  Ramsgate  stated  that  the  reports  sent  up  lately 
were  ha' d'y  correct  repressnfetions  of  the  sport  obtain- 
able, the  fish  t;k  n  being  only  very  small  base,  codling, 
&c.  Our  agent  also  mentioned,  i^hile  speaking  abont  the 
£1  reward  to  be  offered  with  regard  to  prosecution  for 
illegal  trawling  within  the  three  miles  limit,  he  thouitht 
the  srciety  would  expend  a  gjod  deal  of  their  fands  this 
summer,  as  the  large  Emicks  trawl  right  into  the  harbour. 
Mr.  Gfardner  further  reported  ttat  he  had  seen  a  great 
quantity  of  small  soles  landed  by  the  smacks  at  Bamsgate ; 
also  he  had  heird  that  large  quantities  of  grey  mallet  and 
sea  trout  are  obtainable  at  Sandmch.  Tbe  hon.  sec. 
annoQn::ed  that  the  annual  dinner  would  take  p^ace  at  the 
Sestaurant  Fra?citi  on  April  4  next.  Sir  Courtney  Boyle, 
K.C.B,,  Permanent  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  in 
the  chair,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all  membsrs  will  make  an 
effort  to  be  present.  Also  that  tickets  for  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aqaariuoa  are  still  obtainible  at 
the  office  of  the  scc'ety.  A.  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
ohair,  and  usual  toast  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society, 
closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

D:..  C.  S.  Patterson  presided  over  our  meeting  of 
Tuesday  last,  when  we  again  had  a  show  of  fieh  to  grace 
otjr  tables.  Mr.  Canton  was  the  fortunate  captor  on  thia 
occasion  of  some  very  nice  roach  from  our  Kelvedon 
waters.  Though  the  weather  could  not  have  been  suitable 
for  roach  fishing,  Mr.  Canton  managed  to  secure  one 
dozen.  Mr.  Hicks  was  down  a  day  or  bo  previously,  but 
had  only  indifferent  sport.  only  retaining  three  fish,  largest 
lib.  2oz.,  the  other  two  being  |lb.  each.  We  require  four 
more  roach  of  IJlb.  and  over  for  the  specimen  case ;  few 
days  now  remain  for  this  purpose.  When  last  at 
Kelvedon  I  noticed  oa  examining  tha  record  book 
kept  there  that  a  roach  of  cpvards  of  l^lb.  had 
been  taken,  and  I  hope  this  w&s  sent  on  to  Mr. 
Anstiss.  Mr.  Eldred,  at  Kelvedon,  took  a  number  of 
roach,  four  of  which  only  were  retained.  Mr.  Gray,  fishing 
at  Witham,  had  several  small  roich,  but  few  were  up  to 
the  Gresham  standard.  Mr.  Woodruff,  who  accompanied 
him,  had  a  similar  expnrience,  only  retaining  one  tish  of 
14oz.  Mr.  Emery,  at  Chnshunt,  several  roach  up  to  lib., 
besides  perch  and  rudd.  Mr.  Foormy,  in  fishing  at  Wen- 
dover  for  pike,  only  captared  B3veral  small  fish  weighing 
about  2  b.  each,  and,  to  vary  the  monotony,  endeavoured 
to  convert  them  into  flying  fish,  therefore  broke  his  rod. 
Thifl  concluded  a  very  satisfactory  report  of  fishing  con- 
sidering the  inclement  weather,  and  easterly  winds  are 
not  promising  of  sport  nor  comfortable.  Many  took  this 
view,  conaeqaently  about  lOd.  was  collected  from  the 
society's  truants.  The  curitor  is  turning  in  some 
thousands  of  trout  fry  and  yeirlings  into  our  Cheaham 
waters  to-day  (Saturday),  probably  in  the  afternoon. 
Several  members  have  promised  to  go  to  assist  him.  Mr. 
Hicks  showpd  his  51b  chub  taken  on  a  fly  red  at  Hertford 
last  July.  It  was  beautifully  preserved  by  Cooper.  Several 
members  were  unfortunately  absent  through  illness,  and 
they  were  wished  a  speedy  recovery  to  good  health.  The 
toast  of  absent  friends  was  drunk,  coupled  with  their 
names.  On  Tuesday  next  we  shall  have  a  concert,  to 
which  ladies  are  invited.  Thtra  will  be  amongst  the 
items  a  b  in  jo  orchestra  of  fifteen  performers,  also  banjo 
and  mandoline  duets,  vocal  duets,  as  well  as  songs  by 
several  ladies  and  gentlemen.  There  will  also  be  a  lectara 
by  Dr.  Patterson  on  "  Sea  Fishing,"  illustrated  by  the 
lantern,  a  vary  attractive  item  in  itsjlf.  Tnis  wi:l  occupy 
about  an  hour  from  8  30.  The  concert  will  commence  at 
7.30.  It  ia  hoped  that  members  will  turn  up  in  force, 
bring  all  the  lady  friends  they  possibly  can,  and  gentlemen 
friends  too,  of  course,  and  anyone  not  a  member  of  the 
society  who  would  like  to  look  in  for  the  evening  will  be 
very  weloome.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  brought  a 
pleasant  evening  to  a  close. 

J.  H.  Walkee,  Hon.  Sec. 


BATH  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
Nearly  seventy  active  and  passive  anglers  dined 
together  at  Measrs.  Fishers'  restaurant  last  Tuesday 
evening  on  the  occasion  of  the  annual  re-anion  of  the 
local  association,  and  they  spent  a  j  oviU  evenir  g  under  the 
genial  presidency  of  Mr.  Alfred  Moger.  The  compiny 
included  Messrs.  Frost  (president  of  the  Bristol  Central 
Anglera'  Association),  Orchard  (of  the  Black  Horse, 
Kingawood  Anglers'  Association),  Clougb  (of  the  King's 
Lynn  Association),  Longworth  Dames,  L.  C.  Hare 
(president),  T.  G.  Brown  (hon.  secretary),  F.  J.  Moody 
(hon.  treasurer),  P.  C.  Fortt,  Poster  Smith,  Morris,  Percy 
Fry,  C.  E.  Wells,  M.  G.  H.  Wood,  Derwent  Moger,  &c. 
The  loyal  toasts  having  been  received  with  more  than  the 
uiuU  eathnaiaBm,  Mr.  L.  C.  Hard  asked  the  company  to 
drink  to  "  The  Immortal  memory  of  the  company's  great 
mast  r,  Izaak  Walton,"  which  they  did  in  reverential 
ailenoa. 

'  The  Chairman,  who  did  not  forget  to  supply  tbe 
orthodox  story  designed  to  once  more  demountrate  the 
angler's  voracity,  proposed  the  "  Hath  Anglers'  Associi- 
tion."  He  understood  that  it  was  formed  in  181*5  with 
about  twelve  members,  while  now  it  had  something  like 
111).  He  believed  that  was  a  great  deal  due  to  the 
preaident'a  energy  and  to  the  energy  of  those  who  had 
lusiateJ  at  tbe  first  formation  of  the  association.  (Ileir, 
hear.)  The  associition  was  chiefly  formed  to  promote  the 
gentle  art  and  sport  of  fiahing,  and  also  to  try,  as  far  aa 


possible,  to  prevent  undue  poaching  upon  the  waters  near 
Bath.  He  gathered  that  they  did  not  want  more  water  to 
fish,  but  what  they  required  was  more  fish  to  catch. 
(Laughter  and  hear,  hear.)  He  could  honestly  say  that 
he  never  in  his  life  caught  a  fish  with  rod  and  line,  but 
he  had  had  a  good  many  hundred  in  his  hand. 
(Laughter.)  A  gentleman  said  he  was  a  poacher — 
(renewed  laughter) — but  he  got  them  not  for  the 
purpose  of  poaching,  but  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
fish,  that  they  of  the  Bath  Anglers'  Association  might 
catch  io  a  legitimate  way  with  rod  and  line.  He"had  the 
great  advantage  when  a  boy  of  the  friendship  of  Mr.  Frank 
Buckland,  whom  many  would  know  devoted  his  life  in  a 
sreat  measure  towards  the  culture  of  fish.  He  had 
hitched  with  him  hundreds  of  trout,  and  turned  them  out 
into  the  Avon,  and  they,  no  doubt,  had  caught  them  or 
tried  to.  Not  being  a  fisherman  he  did  not  wish  to  say 
the  slightest  thing  against  fishing  ;  he  believed  it  was 
perfectly  right,  and  sport,  whether  fishing  or  anything 
else,  ought  to  be  encouraged  by  Englishmen,  but  he 
thought  they  might  form  in  Bith  a  sister  association  to 
supply  the  needs  of  those  fisheim^n  whom  he  saw  round 
the  table.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  should  like  to  see  a  meeting 
called  to  quietly  discuss  the  question,  because  needing  fish 
as  they  did  they  could  best  promote  the  interests  of  their 
society  by  engrafting  upon  it  a  sister  society  to  provide  the 
fish  they  wanted  to  catch.    (Applause. ) 

Mr.  L.  C.  Habe,  in  responding  for  the  association,  said 
the  speech  of  the  chairman  had  opened  up  a  wonderful 
vista  for  the  future,  ard  if  they  could  reduce  it  to  the 
range  of  practical  polit'cs  he  only  hoped  he  should  be 
there  to  help  in  the  work.  They  had  now  14U  members 
who  operated  mora  or  leas  successfully  on  water  in  the 
Avon — a  considerable  bit  of  it— losing  a  great  many  large 
fish  and  occasionally  landing  a  small  one.  (Laughter.) 
It  was  due  to  that  easooiation  that  the  idea  was  firtt 
mooted  to  stock  the  new  Monkswoc  d  reservoir  with  trout. 
The  City  Council  turned  in  2000  yearlings— 1999  to  be 
correct,  because  he  could  vouch  for  it  that  one  escaped. 
He  did  not  wish  to  say  anything  unkind  about  the 
City  Council,  but  they  had  not  seen  eye  to  eye  with 
him  as  regarded  those  trout.  They  looked  upon  them 
from  a  purely  utilitarian  point  of  view  ;  they  gave  them, 
80  to  speak,  their  scavenging  contract  in  turning  them  in. 
(Laughter.)  If  he  might  be  allowed  to  speak  the  truth  at 
an  angling  dinner,  in  course  of  time  they  would  assume  such 
dimensions  that  they  would  crowd  out  the  water  from  the 
reservoir  altogether.  There  were  easy  possibilities  of 
establishing  a  hatching  and  rearing  ground  c  n  some  waste 
ground  near  the  reservoir,  and  he  hoped  some  day  or  other 
to  see  it  brought  off.  He  had  a  amall  design  already 
prepared  by  an  expert  friend,  so  that  the  matter  waa  all 
ready  as  soon  as  they  could  get  the  consent  of  the  City 
Coanc'l. 

Mr.  T.  G.  Brown,  the  hon.  secretary,  proposed  "  The 
Vbitora,"  and  Mr.  Frost  and  Mr.  Orchaid,  of  Bristol, 
responded,  together  with  Mr.  C.  E.  Wells  and  Mr.  Morris. 
Mr.  Frost  taid  the  interests  of  the  two  cities  were  so 
identical  that  they  felt  they  ought  to  he  in  perfect  harmony 
with  the  anslera  of  Bath,  and  united  to  do  everything 
poitsible  to  further  the  interests  of  angling  in  the  Avon 
and  its  tributaries.  Mr.  Orchard  advocated  the  returning 
of  more  ama'l  fish  to  the  water,  and  then  they  would  catch 
more  "  grandfathers  "  than  at  present. 

The  health  of  the  chairman  was  drunk  on  the  initiative 
of  the  President  in  the  way  anglers  best  know  how,  and 

Mr.  Mooeb,  in  responding,  said  he  hoped  one  of  these 
days  to  see  sizeable  salmon  from  351b.  to  401b. — (laughter) 
— under  the  Old  Bridge.  There  was  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  frrquent  that  river  as  they  did  the  Severn, 
when  the  Bath  citizens  had  brought  themselves  to  con- 
sider seriously  the  pollution  of  the  river. 

Music  was  provided  daring  the  evening  by  Messrs. 
W.  E.  Angell  (accompanist),  F.  C.  Fortt.  Monk,  Edwards, 
Ellis,  Fullerton  K-rr,  Harding  Jelf.  M.  H.  G.  Wood, 
Edwards,  Derwent  Moger,  Glisson,  W.  Angell,  &c. 


DURING  THE  CLOSE  TIME. 
Thk  members  of  the  numerous  angling  clubs  in  London 
and  in  the  provinces,  whose  members  keep  their  noses  the 
best  part  of  fix  days  (or  nights)  out  of  every  seven  on  the 
proveroial  grindstone,  might,  perhaps,  take  a  leaf  out  of 
the  bulky  record-book  of  the  Pisoitc  rial  or  the  Greaham 
Angling  Clubs,  some  of  the  members  of  which  have, 
perhaps,  li-ss  need  of  persistent  application  to  work, 
\  roftssional  or  otherwise.  The  suggestion  ia  that  some 
members  of  the  before-mentioned  clubs  might  do  good 
service  by  also  preparing  short  accounts  of  good  days 
during  the  season  closed,  and  reading  their  productiona  to 
their  fellow  members.  Angling  is  not  all  fi;h  catching. 
We,  or  most  of  us,  know  that  young  anglers'  thonghts 
in  springtime  lightly  turn  to,  t  ni  jng  other  things, 
the  possibility  of  catching  a  Thames  trout  in  April,  or 
in  May,  should  the  cast  witd  cease  to  blow,  aLd 
on  yonder  flush-foliaged  hawthorn  tree  a  cock  chaffinch 
should  be  cilliog  "pink,  pink!"  and  a  loving  answer 
comes,  our  angling  friend  might  not  deipair  of  landing 
a  nice  Lea  fish.  Some  lovers  of  the  angle  much  further 
afield  might,  while  casting  their  flies,  hear  the  bold 
"  ch-i-r-r-u-p  "  of  the  male  partridge,  whose  "  horse-shoe  " 
never  looks  bitter  than  when  he  is  "  travelling  "  in  search 
of  his  lady-love.  These,  and  a  hundred  ether  sounds  and 
sights,  captivate  tbe  mind  of  the  early  trout  fisher,  whose 
mind  is  in  full  sympithy  with  Nature  at  perhaps  tbe  must 
beautiful  period  of  the  year,  it  is  not  given  to  all  anglers 
to  write,  and  while  writing  to  make  their  papers  concise 
and  interesting,  bat  the  former  are  none  the  lees  wo  thy, 
good  fellowa  on  that  account.  Thesnggeation,  if  adopted, 
might,  serve  to  increase  the  attendance  of  members,  who 
have  perhaps  fewer  opportunities  for  wooing  the  "  wcod- 
C'ick "  of  the  Thamea  and  the  none  too  plentiful  Lea 
trout.  W.  Pry. 


IN  THE  POUND-NET. 
By  Fred  Mather. 
(From  a  manoecript  left  by  Mr.  Mather  and  found  in  hia 
desk  after  his  death.) 

No  matter  how  anglera  may  view  pound-nets  in  general, 
they  seem  to  be  neceeairy  in  some  waters  for  snppljiag 
food.  They  catch  good  fish  and  others  not  so  good,  aa 
well  as  the  flotsam  of  the  coasts.  My  net  does  much  the 
same,  and  following  the  practice  of  the  commercial  fisher- 
men, the  good,  according  to  my  standard,  ia  sent 
fore.-.f  and  Stream,  and  the  rest  is  disposed  of  in  a  manner 
governed  by  the  itiolosure  of  postage. 

Concerning  Lychnobites. 

There  is  a  club  in  Lcndon  which  is  named  the  Lychno- 
bites Arg'ing  Club,  and  the  name  struck  me  as  familiarly 
strange,  or  strangely  familiar,  and  on  looking  it  up  I  found 
that  I  had  been  a  practical  lychnobite  for  years  and  nevaat, 
knew  it,  just  as  a  person  may  have  some  physical  trouhH 
which  is  as  clear  as  mad  to  him  when  the  doctor  gives  itH 
seven-syllable  Greek  name.    It  is  not  painful  to  befl 
lychnobite,  as  at  first  thought  it  might  seem  to  be  frofl 
the  formidable  name.    On  tha  contrary,  the  confinn^| 
lychnobite  is  usually  free  from  the  dreaded  insomniS 
After  my  li  xicon  had  told  me  that  the  long  name 
meraly  a  term  for  him  who  works  o'  nights,  there  loom^| 
up  a  pcssibility  of  knocking  a  little  fun  out  of  this  oluM 
Therefore  I  wrote  to  the  London  Fishing  Gazette  for  th^B 
issue  of  April  8,  1899,  a  ecreed,  from  which  the  followiifl 
is  extracted  :  ■ 

"  The  name  of  the  club  attracted  me  long  ago,  andr 
wondered  if  they  worked  in  the  dark  of  the  moon  ia- 
private  ponds,  or  only  worked  o'  nights  in  the  club  room, 
i*   #   »   Byron  was  a  lychnobite,  and  wrote  : 

'  Most  glorious  night '. 
Thou  wett  not  sent  for  slumber  ! '  " 

Then  I  warned  these  men  who  had  ransacked  tint, 
ancient  Greek  for  a  name  for  their  club  against  the  nsa  of 
"  Pelnsian  wine,  which  in  England  is  heavier  than  the- 
German  article,  and  hath  a  somnolent  spirit  in  it  which  ia 
a  foe  to  lychnobite  ;  rather  let  partake,  in  moderation,  of 
Gomethiug  more  warm  and  cheering,  not  tbe  dolefal 
lachryma  ohristi  from  Vesuvius,  nor  the  liebfranenmiloh 
from  the  Rnine,  but  rather  the  usquebaugh  from  the  hilli 
which  unfolds  the  ru^aa  of  the  brain  and  makes  it  active 
and  fit  for  (k)nightly  labour."^ 

Then  I  asked  if  they  were  night  fishers,  as  well  as  what 
fat  Jack  called  "  minicns  of  the  moon,"  and  racommendaili 
to  their  oonaideration  a  most  beautiful  word  picture  of 
night  fishing,  written  many  years  ago  by  a  friend  of  mine 
named  William  Shakes  Beer,  from  whom  I  quote  froia 
memory : 

"  How  sweet  the  moonlight  sleeps  upon  this  bank  I . 

Here  will  we  sit  and  get  our  tackle  out. 

While  heavy-throated  f  rcgs  do  stun  our  ears 

With  communistic  croakings  like  the  anarchist. 

Come,  til  thee  down,  and  let  the  songs  of  'skeetera 

Creep  in  our  ears ;  soft  stillness  and  the  night 

Become  the  touches  of  sweet  harmony. 

Sit,  Jess,  my  boy.    Look  how  the  surface  of  the  pond 

Is  thick  inlaid  with  frog-spittle  of  bright  green  ; 

There's  ague  in  it ;  don't  cast  there, 

Btcinse  perch  ince  you'll  only  hook  '  blind  eels,' 

As  urchins  term  the  poLd  weed,  or  a  snag. 

Give  me  another  grub  ;  now  cas^  yonder 

Among  the  lilypada,  and  I  bet  you  seven  dollars 

You'll  hook  a  gudgeon  before  your  line  gets  down. 

Look,  Jess,  my  boy  !    How  thoaa  tadpoles  swim  ! 

There's  not  the  smallest  polly  wog  which  thou  beholdeat 

But  in  his  motion  like  an  angel  sings  ; 

Still  'qairing  to  the  young-eyed  sticklebacks : 

Such  harmony  is  in  tbe  wide-mouthed  bullhead, 

But  while  this  muddy  pickerel  weed 

Doth  close  it  in  we  cannot  hear  it." 

This,  together  with  my  classical  allusion  to  beer  as* 
' '  Pelusian  wine,"  took  this  night-working  club  in  such  a 
shape  that  they  could  do  no  less  than  honour  themselvM 
by  making  me  an  honorary  member,  and  in  turn  I  honour 
them  for  their  discernment ;  but  at  present  writing  the  old 
hat  seems  to  fit  as  well  as  it  did  years  ago,  and  I  wonder 
at  it. 

The  Purii'yikcp  Eel. 

The  eel  seems  to  be  forging  to  the  front  aa  an  unsolved 
problem,  not  only  as  an  animal  whose  breeding  habits  art 
not  understood,  but  aa  to  its  general  utility.  While  I  love 
the  eel  in  a  ttew  or  a  fry  when  an  impaired  digestion  will 
permit  of  this  form  of  dissipation,  I  think  of  it,  from  a 
tish-oultural  point,  as  an  animal  which,  for  the  inte^^at  of 
man,  shunld  be  exterminated.  If  I  try  to  look  at  tM 
question  from  the  eel's  point  of  view,  it  seems  as  if  ma> 
should  be  abolished.  After  giving  the  matter  grava  oan> 
eideration  for  over  two  minutes,  I  am  unable  to  decide 
which  would  be  the  best  for  all  the  animal  life  on  thie 
planet — the  extermination  of  the  eel  or  man.  We  all 
know  that  it  would  benefit  the  forests  and  much  othec 
vegetable  life  if  man  was  elimicated,  and  on  the  whole  I 
thitik  that  we  had  better  resign  the  control  of  this  little 
bit  of  the  great  uiiverse  to  the  forma  of  life  which  do  not 
devastate  it  as  we  do  ;  but  not  till  after  I  go. 

All  this  preamble  was  caua^d  by  a  letter  which  inclosed 
a  slip  copied  from  the  Uritish  Medical  Journal,  and 
asking  for  an  opinion  on  it.  The  slip  is  headed,  "  Eels  ai 
Water  Purifiers,"  and  tells  us  that : 

"  Professor  Sebrero,  of  Turin,  haa  rccantly  snggcitea 
that  eels  should  be  uaed  aa  purifiers  of  water.  Sli  that 
one  has  to  do  is  to  put  two  or  three  eels,  not  very  big,  but 
lively,  into  the  domestic  cistern.  The  reptiles  devour  with 
narvelloua  appetite  everything  which  the  water  may 
chance  to  coi.tiin  in  the  way  of  animalcules,  infuaortei 
bird  droppings  from  the  roof,  vrgetable  matter  of  any 
kind ;  nothing  comes  amias  to  them.   When  the  eela  have 
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fulfilled  their  mission  they  can  be  eaten  cl  la  artare,  or 
they  can  be  kept  for  further  nse  as  purifiers  of  the  water 
supply.  Such  a  method  of  fattening  eels  for  the  family 
table  may  not  commend  itself  to  the  average  British 
stomach,  though  these  reptiles  eat  worse  things  in  their 
ordinary  haunts  than  they  are  likely  to  find  in  a  cistern, 
even  within  the  area  of  distribution  of  a  London  company. 
But  as  water  purifiers  a  useful  sphere  of  action  might  be 
found  for  them  in  reservoirs  as  well  as  in  oist«rn8." 

Will  the  eel  question  ever  cease  bobbing  up,  or  will  men 
never  cease  from  bobbing  for  eels  ?  The  owner  of  the 
pound-net  is  of  the  opmion  that  if  Professor  Sebrero  -wrote 
of  the  oel  as  a  "  reptile,"  he  needs  further  schooling,  or  if 
some  newspaper  writer  misreported  the  Profeasor's 
remark  upon  a  fish,  then  the  aforesaid  writer  should  write 
no  more  about  fishes  unless  he  reads  up  a  bit. 

Let  us  see  what  the  omnivorous  eel  is  alleged  to  eat  in 
the  paragraph  quoted  :  Animalcules  of  the  larger  kind  it 
m»y  peihape  see  ;  infusoria  to  be  found  by  the  eel  will 
need  a  microscope  to  enable  the  devourer  to  locate  them  ; 
"bird  droppings  from  the  roof"  are  usually  dissolved 
before  reaching  the  cistern,  and  if  not  entirely  dissolved 
tronld  not  be  eaten  by  an  eel.  Bless  me  !  How  much 
information  we  get  that  isn't  true ! 

Now,  here  are  two  facts  that  are  trae ;  not  a  strange 
thing,  to  be  euie,  but  still,  as  newspaper  "  facts  "  go,  they 
may  be  branded  as  real,  true,  s'help-me  facts : 

Fact  No.  1  is  that  an  eel  or  two  may  be  of  nse  in  an 
open-top  cistern  where  mosquitoes  may  lay  eggs,  although 
I  nave  never  eioerimented  with  this  fish  for  that  purpose, 
bnt,in  boyhocd'«  angling  days,  of  pleasant  memory,  I  recil 
across  an  intervening  half  century  a  motherly  request  to 
bring  home  three  or  four  live  "  btillheads,"  as  we  called 
one  species  of  catfish,  to  put  into  the  cistern  to  eat  np  the 
wrigglers,  for,  said  she,  "  If  you  don't  do  it  soon  all  those 
wrigglers  in  the  cistern  will  turn  into  mosquitoes  and  tor- 
ment us."  That  the  stocking  of  the  cistern  with  bullheads 
was  a  labour  I  don't  doubt,  nor  do  I  doubt  that  the  fish 
ate  the  "  wrigglers,"  for  they  oonid  see  them,  and  eels 
might  do  the  same.  But  infusoria  P  No.  If  the  larva 
and  pupa  of  the  mosquito  are  "  animaloulse,"  yes ;  but  that 
is  a  new  classification  to  me,  for  they  are  not  the  moat 
minute  forms  of  life,  and  I  wotild  as  soon  think  of  oalUng 
the  "  dobeon  "  or  helgramite  larva  one  of  the  animalcnlsc 
aa  the  very  visible  embryo  of  the  mosquito. 

Fact  No.  2 — The  eel  is  a  fairly  clean  feeder;  not 
fastidious,  perhaps,  but  more  so  than  the  lobsters  and 
crabs,  and  equally  as  particular  as  our  poultry.  In  boy- 
hood days  I  have  worked  set  "  Lines  "  half  the  night  for 
tela  on  the  upper  Hudson,  and  on  warm  nights  we  would 
run  them  over  every  half  nonr,  and  if  we  did  not  remove 
every  aoft  shiner  or  other  spoiled  fish  we  got  no  eels.  These 
lines  went  from  bank  to  bank  and  had  hooks  on  snoods  at 
every  4ft.,  and  it  required  bushels  of  iced  bait  and  some 
labour  to  run  them  over. 

In  bobbing  for  eels  a  stale  bob  was  of  no  use,  and  we 
kept  fresh  ones  buried  in  earth  to  nae  after  the  warm  river 
water  had  spoiled  the  first  ones.  All  those  stories  con- 
necting eels  and  dead  horses  are  only  partly  true.  They 
win  eat  the  horse  or  any  other  msat  when  it  ia  fresh. — 
Forest  and  Stream. 


Wotes  from  t^)e  ^otrt^. 

The  present  aeems  to  be  a  spring  of  storms,  one  suc- 
ceeding another  with  every  round  of  the  stormy  clock. 


Sport  ia  being  got  freely  on  the  shallower  inland  waters, 
but  has  fallen  off  on  the  deeper  pools  about  Aboyne  and 
Gkntana,  where,  however,  it  has  never  been  over  brisk. 


The  treating  season  will  still  be  further  postponed,  as 
in  the  present  state  of  "  anow  broth  "  what  self -respecting 
trout  would  dare  to  discover  his  appetite  to  frozen  March 
Browns  ?  _____ 

It  was  reported  by  the  Land  and  Fishings  Committee 
of  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  that  they  had  6001b. 
more  aalmon  daring  the  first  three  weeks  of  their  season 
this  year  over  that  of  last  year,  equal  to  a  money  value 
of  £10  a  week  more.  This  ia  a  fair  criterion  of  the  season 
as  a  whole.   


"  Sniggering"  seems  to  be  on  the  increase  on  the  Don. 
Two  experts  were  fined  for  making  a  bag  last  week  from 
Kettoch  Mill  Dam  with  the  "  snigger."  There  are  several 
kinds  of  sniggers,  but  that  used  by  the  Don  poacher  is 
workad  by  the  hand  from  a  casting  line. 


On  the  Huntley  Aima  Hotel  waters  sport  is  getting 
setter  daily,  and  several  fine  heavy  fish  have  been  killed 
ihis  season.  ____ 

The  estate  of  Mid-Bettie,  in  the  parish  of  Kincardine 
3  Neil,  Deeaide,  was  sold  last  week  for  £11.500  to  Mr. 
George  Collie,  advocate  for  himself.  There  is  some  good 
ow-ground  shooting  and  bum  fiahing  on  the  property. 


The  price  of  whalebone  is  again  riaing.  Two  parcels 
v«re  sold  laat  week,  one  for  £1260  per  ton,  and  the  other 
'or  £1500.  Special  Scotch. 


FOBKia.v  Books  asd  Peeiodicals.— Mesurs,  Sampson  Low, 
iAntou  and  Co.,  6'  Dunstan'j  Hoaoe,  Fett«r-lane,  London, 
upply  Um  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.  Faat 
ram  consi^innmitB  from  their  Continental  aganta  twice  a  wwb. 

aMofat  (raUa. 


Iprdvindal  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT, 
A  special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on  Thursday 
evening  last  (March  15).  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr. 
R.  Holdiug  occupied  the  vice-ohair.  Ttie  meeting  was  not 
so  well  attended  aa  the  past  meetings  have  been.  The 
meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  notice  of  motion  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  Hughea, 
which  was  to  the  effect  that  a  special  representative  shoulc. 
be  elected  from  Birmingham  to  represent  the  anglers  on 
the  Severn  Fishery  Board.  For  some  time  past  we  have 
had  in  Birmingfaam  a  society  which  has  been  formed  for 
debating  the  different  matters  which  came  before  the 
notice  of  the  association  from  time  to  time,  and  the 
business  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  has  claimed  their 
chief  attention  up  to  the  present ;  so  much  so  that  they 
nominated  one  of  their  body  to  represent  them  on  the 
board.  This  was  considered  by  the  delegates  as  a  little  out 
of  place,  as  the  representatives  should  have  been  selected 
by  the  association  ;  honce  the  calling  of  the  special  meeting 
to  decide  the  question.  After  the  meeting  had  been  opened, 
the  notice  of  motion  was  discussed  at  some  length,  when 
it  was  finally  decided  that  the  association,  and  not  the 
Debating  Society,  appoint  a  representative  to  act  aa  a 
representative  of  the  Birmingham  Association.  Several 
gentlemen  were  nominated  for  the  office,  but  upon  the 
vote  being  taken,  Mr.  A.  Burgess,  the  nominee  of  the 
society  mentioned,  was  duly  elected.  Since  this  meeting 
has  taken  place  Mr.  J.  W.  WiUis  Bund  has  written  to  say 
that  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Burgess  has  been  approved  of 
by  the  County  Council,  and  that  he  will  attend  the  next 
board  meeting  on  Thursday,  March  29.  Monday  last  was 
one  of  the  most  peculiar  days  for  weather  that  we  have 
had,  I  should  think,  for  some  years.  It  was  very  cold  in 
the  morning  owing  to  the  snow  and  rain  from  the  Sunday 
evening,  but  between  four  and  five  o'clock  on  Monday  we 
had  sunshine,  rain,  hail,  and  snow,  accompanied  with 
lightning  and  heavy  peals  of  thunder.  This  passed  away, 
and  on  the  Tuesday  we  had  quite  a  spring  day.  Wednes- 
day was  very  cold,  but  towards  the  evening  the  weather 
became  bright.  Some  few  of  our  members  have  been  out 
trout  fishing  to  private  waters,  but  up  to  the  present  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  trout  being  taken.  The  thirteenth 
annual  dinner  in  connection  with  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  at  the  Metropole  Hotel,  High-street, 
on  Saturday  evening  last,  and  turned  out  a  decided  success, 
as  over  150  of  the  delegates  were  present.  We  also  had 
the  honour  of  the  presence  of  the  chief  officials  of  the 
railways  with  us,  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  was  very 
brief  with  his  portion  of  the  toasts  which  fell  to  his  lot  to 
propose.  This  example  was  followed  by  the  other  gentle- 
men who  were  identified  with  the  toast  list,  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, the  major  portion  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  a 
convivial  manner,  which  gave  satisfaction  to  all  present. 
The  Harbome  Society  held  a  concert  and  entertainment  on 
Monday  last  at  the  Harbome  Institute.  The  attendance 
exceeded  the  expectation  of  the  committee,  and  the  whole 
affair  was  in  every  way  a  decided  succass.  The  whole  of 
the_  profits  will  go  towards  paying  the  expenses  of  the 
society  and  form  a  fund  for  re-slooking  their  private  pools 
at  Bartley  Green.  The  Vine  Unity  held  their  annual 
concert  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  at  the  Vine  Inn,  Carver- 
street,  The  concert  was  well  attended.  Another  concert 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday  evening  next.  The  whole  of  the 
proceeds  from  these  concerts  will  go  to  the  prize  fund. 
The  Camden  Society  have  made  arrangements  to  hold 
their  third  annual  ball,  under  distinguished  patronage,  at 
the  Camden-street  Board  Schools  on  Saturday  evening, 
March  31  next,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  society. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  coarse  fishing  season  in  the  Fen  district  wound  up 
in  rare  good  style.  The  waters  were  in  splendid  condition 
during  the  closing  days,  and  anglers  were  extremely  busy 
with  the  trolling  tackle  on  most  of  the  pike  streams. 
Almost  everywhere  their  efforts  were  attended  with 
success,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  season  has  wound 
up  in  such  brilliant  fashion.  Fishermen  from  Sheffield 
and  other  northern  towns  came  in  strong  force  to  have  a 
final  try.  The  Witham  was  largely  patronised,  and  some 
of  its  sections  yielded  uncommonly  well.  For  instance,  in 
the  Chapel  Hill  district,  where  the  Sleaford  Canal  joins 
the  main  river,  scores  of  sizeable  pike  were  capturad.  The 
heaviest  fish,  however,  appear  to  hare  been  taken  from  the 
tributaries  of  the  Witham.  Pike  weighing  up  to  16§lb. 
were  landed  from  the  Mount  Pleasant  drain,  and  several 
others  scaling  upwards  of  101b.  are  reported.  Forty-foot 
subscribers  also  did  remarkably  well  on  the  closing  day — 
one  rod  accounting  for  no  less  than  seven  fish,  the  best 
weighing  up  to  Silb.  Bottom  fishermen  were  equally 
successful  on  the  Glen,  The  trout  fishing  season  has  now 
commenced  on  the  Lincolnshira  streams,  but  the  weather 
at  present  has  not  been  at  all  favourable  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  class  of  sport, 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  trout  season  opened  on  Friday  iu  this  district  under 
rather  unfavourable  weather,  north-easterly  winds  pre- 
vailing throughout  the  day,  and  on  Saturday,  in  some 
quarters,  there  were  slight  falls  of  snow,  so  that  little 
sport  amongst  trout  was  anticipated,  although,  providing 
the  weather  becomes  anything  like  settle  d,  there  is  every 
proBjeJt  for  the  coming  week,  for  the  fish  are  on  the  rise, 
eBpetiiUy  in  the  upper  waters,  and  the  few  fiah  that  have 
been  taken  were  in  tine  condition ;  but  it  is  full  early 
yet,  and,  owing  to  the  recent  cold  winds,  very  few  fiies 
have  hatched  out.  Just  before  the  close  season  for 
coarse  fish  some  very  good  Imskets  of  roach  and  perch  I 
were  made  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river,  many 


of  the  fiah  running  near  lib.  each ;  and  below 
Swing  Bridge,  Mr.  W.  J,  Barker,  of  the  North 
Myton  Angling  Association,  had  a  remarkable  good 
catch  of  roach  with  paste,  all  of  which  were  in  fine  condi- 
tion, and  scaled  in  the  aggregate  over  a  stone,  the  best  fish 
going  lib.  4j  jz. ;  and  other  anglers  succeeded  in  taking 
some  good  roach  at  Brigbam,  Snakeholme,  and  Wansford. 
Mr.  William  Hay,  of  the  Hull  Preaervation  Society,  being 
credited  vdth  one  of  a  little  over  lib.  in  weight.  Some 
fairly  good  catches  of  perch  were  made  by  Messrs.  O.  W, 
Schofield,  F.  Owbridge,  and  others,  the  fish  going  up  to 
Jib.  each,  principally  taken  at  the  beck  ends;  and  pike 
going  from  3lb.  to  about  6ib.  each  were  also  recorded. 
The  weather  to-day  (Wednesday),  although  opening  out 
dull  and  foggy,  improved  into  a  splendid  day  for  angling 
operations,  although  the  wind  still  remains  ia  an  easterly 
direction.  The  river,  so  far  as  condition  is  concerned, 
could  not  well  be  better  for  fly  fishing,  but,  perhaps,  a  little 
too  clear  for  successful  operations  with  minnow  or  worm. 
A  few  trout  have  also  been  taken  in  the  Lincolnshire 
streams  by  local  anglers,  but  no  fish  of  any  size  worth 
recording  has,  as  yet,  been  met  with  ;  but  a  change  in  the 
wind  would  no  doubt  improve  mattiers  generally.  The 
Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society  have  fixed  their  dates  for 
the  two  challenge  cup  competitions  this  season,  the  first,  the 
Cutting  Cup,  to  be  fished  for  on  June  16,  and  the  second,  the 
Turner  Cup,  on  July  21.  The  Annual  opening  dinner  of 
the  Duke  of  York  Angling  Society  took  place  at  the 
Gainsborough  Tavern,  in  High  street,  Mr.  C.  Barlow,  of 
the  Burton  Brewery  Company^  occupying  the  chair,  and 
was  assisted  in  the  vice-chaira  by  Measrs.  J.  Collins 
(president),  and  J.  North  (vice-president),  and  what  with 
the  speeches,  songs,  and  recitations,  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent.  Mr.  J.  W.  Tether  was  presented  with 
the  Society's  gold  medal  for  most  points  in  the  club 
matches  during  the  past  season,  and  on  the  hat  going 
round  a  nice  little  sum  was  subscribed  to  the  loc-il  war 
fund.  The  club's  first  match  this  season  is  fixed  for  April 
13,  at  Wawneferry,  on  the  river  Hull. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE, 
The  march  of  progress  at  Warrington  is  unchecked. 
Applioationa  for  membership  of  the  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association  are  coming  by  almost  every  post.  The  com- 
mittee, being  a  very  conscientious  executive,  desire  it  to  be 
known  that  the  specimens  mentioned  in  these  notes  laat 
week  were  taken  from  various  waters,  some  not  under 
their  control,  and  certainly  not  from  the  Bollin.  However, 
some  good  souls  always  suppose  something,  and  this  the 
officials  do  not  want,  A  special  prize  is  offered  for  the 
largest  rainbow  trout  taken  from  the  Bollin  after  the 
season  opens  on  June  16.  Farther  privileges  have  been 
obtained  for  members  to  fish  from  land  on  this  river,  which 
before  they  did  not  enjoy.  The  annual  meeting  of 
the  St,  Helen's  anglers  was  held  on  the  loth,  at 
headquarters.  There  was  a  good  attendance,  and  Mr. 
John  Wells  presided.  The  minutes,  report,  and  balance- 
sheet  were  all  read  and  approved,  and  qaickly  disposed  of. 
The  rules  were  next  considered,  and,  being  found 
satisfactory,  were  not  amended.  The  following  were 
elected  to  office  :  President,  Mr,  Neill ;  chairman,  Mr, 
J,  WeUsj  vice-chairman,  Mr.  H,  M.  Gre?r;  secretary  and 
treasurer,  Mr,  P.  Ball.  The  gold  medal  for  the  highest 
aggregate  for  the  season  was  presented  to  Mr.  Seddon. 
The  annual  soiree  will  be  held  on  April  19  at  headquarters, 
and  the  first  outing  is  to  a  Cheshire  mere  on  June  21,  It 
ia  with  great  regret  that  they  record  the  death  of  Mr. 
Thos,  Banks,  after  eight  months'  illness,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight  years.  Every  report  to  hand  of  the  Lune  deals 
with  the  existing  pollution.  It  seems  impossible  to  write 
a  report  without  in  some  way  alluding  to  the  sore  paint. 
Is  there  no  power  to  stop  the  greatest  offenders  from 
continuing  this  abomination,  for  they  appear  to  be  well 
known,  and  are  amenable  to  law  ?  The  Stockport  County 
Anglers'  Association  have  changed  their  headquarters  to 
the  Brookfield  Hotel,  Wellington-road,  South  Stockport. 
During  the  past  winter,  owing  to  the  efforts  of  the  mem. 
bers,  gallantly  led  by  Mr.  T,  Sfvarbrick,  have  turned  into 
their  waters  over  2000  fish  ranging  from  8oz.  to  l|lb, 
Mr,  John  Fumess  is  still  the  hon.  secretary. 

FROM  MANCHESTER, 
The  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  have  been 
very  busy  lately  with  stocking  operations.    Mr.  Driver,  the 
corresponding  secretary,  writes ;  "  Since  my  last  report 
the  following  stocking  has  been  done  :  Poynton  Canal,  140 
roach  j  Irlam  water,  700  roach,  150  perch,  and  a  few  fine 
tench  and  bream ;  Peak  Forest  Canal,  400  roach  and 
twenty  perch."    On  Thursday  last  the  past  and  present 
members  of  the  executive  dined  at  headquarters.  Judging 
from  promisee  the  attendance  would  be  very  large,  and,  no 
doubt,  the  event  most  enjoyable  to  all  present.    The  Moss 
Side  Socials  announce  the  result  of  their  stocking  competi- 
tion as  follows  :  Messrs.  W.  Taylor,  509  fish  ;  W.  Chambers, 
269  fish  ;  D.  Latimer,  250  fish  ;  John  Fisher,  fifty-six  fish  ; 
and  J.  Lund,  fifty -four  fish.    This  is  Mr.  Taylor's  fourth 
win  of  premier  honours.    Their  third  soci^  evening  on 
Monday  next  will  be  graced  by  the  presence  of  ladies.  Mr, 
J.  Pendrigh  will  occupy  the  chair  ;  his  selection  is  a  very 
happy  one.    Mr,  Walton  is  responsible  for  the  programme, 
and  no  doubt  he  will  be  surrounded  by  a  host  of  his  musical 
friends,  perhaps  too  many  for  so  short  a  time  at  his  disposal. 
On  Tuesday  last  the  Welcome  Angling  Society,  Holme, 
held  one  of  their  enjoyable  social  evenings,  the  room  being 
packed  in  every  comer.    The  programme  was  extenaive 
and  varied,  and  the  continuation  of  thesd  functions  ia  now 
certain.    "The  society  is  healthy  in  every  department.  On 
April  2,  the  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  have  arranged 
a  conversazione  to  take  place  in  tae  schoolroom.  Every 
eff jrt  baa  been  made  to  make  the  event  enjoyable,  and 
ladies  are  cordially  invited,  _  These  events  are  drawing  to 
a  close,  but  during  the  winter  have  proved  themselves 
highly  popular.    Already  we  hear  of  arrangements  being 
made  for  the  coming  Easter  holidays,  and  everything 
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STANLEY  HOTEL, 
Stanley,  Perthshire. 

JAMES  S.  MOW  AT  bege  to  Intimate  to  inglers 
and  the  i  nbUc  generally  that  he  has  taken  a 
leMe  of  this  hotel,  formerly  known  aa  the  Victoria 
May.  Many  improvements  are  being  made  both 
ontBide  and  inside.  No  expense  is  being  spared 
on  the  refnmishing  and  decorations  to  make  it 
an  attractive  and  comfortable  Anglers'  Eesort. 
Having  been  trained  to  the  business  in  several  of 
the  best  and  largest  hotels  in  the  kingdom,  he 
has  every  confidence,  from  his  experience,  that 
he  will  give  entire  satisfaction  to  his  patrons. 
Stanley  being  on  light  sandy  soil,  high  and 
bracing,  makes  It  an  attractive  health  resort. 
Fine  walks  along  the  banks  of  the  Tay.  Salmon 
and  tront  fishing  on  the  Tay,  by  the  day,  week, 
or  month,  Postmg  in  all  its  branches. 
JAMES  S.  MOWAT, 

Stanley  Hotel,  Stanley,  Perthshire. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

GLENZiTOK,  PERTHSHIRE. 

8J  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station 
and  2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay. 
This  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated  near  the  Famous 
Pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  Mineral  Well.  Good  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Eiver  Lyon.  Opens  on  Jan.  15. 
Excellent  New  Golf  Course  adjoining  the  Hotel. 

BUIiards.)   Posting.    Post  and  Telegraph  Office 

wo  minutes'  walk. 

PAUL  B.  MaoPHAIL,  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL,  LOCH  NESS. 

Re-deayrated  and  most  ComforUMy  Be-furnished 
throughout.   Electric  light, 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  most  beautifully  situated, 
OTerlooking  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  also  Tront  Fishing 
on  Eiver  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farraline.  Boats  for  nse  of  visitors.  Terms 
moderate.  S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor 


SALMON  FISHING 

ON 

For  Boats,  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISEY,  Killin  Hotel, 


SALMON  ANaLINa. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL  —Superb  and  extensive  addi 
tions  since  last  season.  Excellent  TROUT  and 
8ALM0  FEROX  Fishing  on  Loch  Awe,  Free.  Ex- 
perienced boatmen.  Boats  towed  by  Steam  Launch 
to  the  best  Fishing  Grounds.  Magnificent  views  cl' 
mountain.  lake,  and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the 
Hotel. 

DALMALLT  HOTEL.  GLENORCHT.  under  the  same 
management.  — Guests  have  nine  miles  FREE 
SALMON  FISHING  on  the  beautiful  and  cele- 
brated salmon  river  ORCHT-    Parties  wiring  to  ascer- 
tain ply  of  river  promptly  fbnswered. 

DUNCAN  FKASBE,  Proprietor. 

SALUTATION  HOTEL,  Carsphairn,  N.B. 

taud  of  the  Wen  of  the  Uoss  "RuggB. 

SPLENDID  TEODTINQ  in  Deuch,  Ken,  and 
iributaries ;  free  to  visitors  to  Hotel. 
Salmon  fishing  within  four  miles.  Lochs  Doon, 
Harrow,  and  Dungeon,  within  easy  driving 
distance.  Tennis  green.  Post  and  telegraph  con- 
venient. House  recently  rebuilt.  Every  modern 
convenience.    Terms  moderate.  Posting. 

Mes  MITCHELL,  Proprietress. 


GULAG  HOTEL,  LOCHINVER, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SPLENDID  TEOUTING  in  numerous 
lochs,  free;  ferox,  lalmon,  lea  tront;  ex- 
cellent lea  fishing,  Telegrams,  "Onlag,  Locb- 
Inver."  J.  Maokenzih. 

Bonte  Ball  to  Lairg,  thence  per  dally  mall 
coach,  or  hire;  or  Mr.  MacBrayne'i  steamert 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  <l!c.,  once  a  week. 


CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

PasB  of  Melfort,  near  Oban. 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING  FREE. 

SEASON  April  let  till  end  o(  September. 
Ako  D<!«p-8e»  FlHhlnir  Boat*  and  Bt<.«dy  boatmen 
for  tho  uxe  of  AngJers.  Billiard  Room,  Lawn  Tnnnls. 
and  all  oonv<fnlcnces  corm<  r;t«d  with  hotel.  FamllleB 
Boarded  by  the  Week  or  Month.  No  a'^commortatlon 
for  BftrvantH.  Charges  accorfllng  to  Board  and  Apart 
mentti  reriulred.  Luncheonn  and  TeuB  always  riiady  on 
arrival  or  coachen  to  and  fr'^m  Oban.  Ford,  and  Loch 
Awe.  /t»ue*— Per  Steamer  "Coluinba"  from  Olaf^gow, 
Oremock,  and  Oourock  dally  to  Ardrishalg ;  thence 
Boytl  Mall  Coach  or  by  Caledonian  Bailway  toOban 
thmioe  dally  Coach,  or  hire,  IB  mlle«. 

The  hotol-keeper  has  b««n  ntocklng  hin  lochs  annoally 
for  tb«  U«t  fifteen  yrarw  with  the  famous  Loch  Leven 
and  FontlnallH,  or  Oreat  Arriorlcan  Brook  Trout,  from 
tb»  Howletonn  Flshnry,  Stirling,  and  tbo  Solway 
FUhenr,  Dumfries.  Hiiveral  nandr<d  Vi;arllng  IUIti. 
bow  Tront  havo  been  added  yinrly,  taken  from  the 
Wrreedale  Flahery,  Lasciahlre. 

JOHN  MOFADTBM, 
Oullfall  Hotel,  Kllmelford,  by  Loqb  Ollphead 
Telenaphlo  Addreaa— MijFa'lyou,  Klliaolf  ord. 
TelAin'Sph  Offlce  K  yards  from  Hotel. 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

T^HIS  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated 
in  the  heart  of  Bob  Boy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  gravevard  of  Clan  Gregor  being 
in  close  proximity,  and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  Loch  Katrine, 
Loc»  Chon,  and  several  bill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel;  excellent  boats  and  expprierced 
boatmen  are  kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  bv  way  of  Callander  and 
irossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid  or 
by  Aberfoyle  and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and 
steamers  by  these  routes  during  the  season.  Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 
^   DONALD  FERGUSOIT,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 


FISHING  SEASON  BEGINS  on  MARCH  1 


Rooms  and  Boats  now  being  booked. 

Last  year,  best  basket  on  the  Lake,  with  fly,  forty-three  fish,  37|lb. ; 
on  the  rivers,  37  fish. 

Post  and  Telerjraph  Address: 

HOTEL,   LAKE   VYRNWY,  OSWESTRY. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL,  S.  WALES. 

"yiSITOES  to  the  Forth  have  four  miles  preserved  Salmon  and  Trout  water  in  the 
Teifi,  two  and  a  half  miles  of  which  are  reserved  for  them.    There  are  also  about 
ten  miles  of  brook  fishing  within  easy  walking'  distance.    Charming  drives.  Fourteen 
miles  from  Newquay  oil  Cardigan  Bay.    On  G.W.R.    Posting  and  Billiards. 

A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


EASTER  HOLIDAYS. 

Southern  Highlands  of  Scotland, 
Langholm,  Dumfriesshire. 

BORDER  ESK  now  open  for  Salmon, 
Sea  Trout,  and  Yellow  Trout.  For 
particulars  and  tariff  —  Apply,  Wm. 
Douglas,  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm. 


(LOOH  TAY) 

QLEN  DOCEABT,  PERTHSnZBE. 

BBAnTIFTJLLT  SITUATED  on  the  banks  of  the 
River  Dochart,  surrounded  by  wild,  picturesque, 
and  romantic  scenery  ;  six  miles  from  the  head 
of  Loch  Tay,  and  one  mile  from  Iiuib  Station  on  the 
Callander  and  Oban  Railway.  Five  miles  of  srood 
Salmon  and  Trout  fishing  on  the  River  Dochart ;  Loch 
Dochart  and  Loch  Nubhalr  free  to  visitors  staying  at 
the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Every  Home  Comfort,  com- 
blned  with  moderate  charges.  Parties  Boarded.  Golf 
Coarse.  Posting  in  all  branches.  Post  and  Telesraph. 
Lulb  Station.    DONALD  MoNAUGHTON.  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Clogbans,  Balllna,  Mayo. 

FBEE  SALMON,  Tront,  Pike,  and  Ohar 
FISHING  on  four  Lougha— Conn,  Oullen, 
Derrymannin,  and  Lough  Alick.  Board  and 
lodgings,  with  boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week ; 
and  two  gentlemen  fishing  from  the  one  boat, 
£3  5s.  each  per  week ;  that  Includes  boatmen's 
luncheon.  No  charge  on  Sundays  for  boat  or 
men.— Apply  to  the  proprietor,  T.  Claekb. 


SHANNONS  LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE,  IRELAND. 

MOST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 
GrilHe,  ard  Trout  fishing  in  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river,  and  lake,  at  this  station;  also  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  in  private  cottaRe  close  to 
rivtr.  Kxpensee,  ehortcat  route  from  England  and 
Scotland,  on  application  co  S.  J.  HURLEY,  Killaloe. 
CO.  Claro,  Ireland,  N.B. -The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  in  May,  when  the  big 
trcut  are  aboutln  thousands. 


LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CUILIN. 

FBEE  SALMON,  OHAB,  TBODT,  and  PIKE 
FISHING.— Subscriber  begs  to  Intimate  to 
A.nglerfl  and  Touristi  that  bla  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
Is  situated  In  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  PoUco  Barracks  i  moot  charming  scenery, 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overiooklng  Lough 
Unllln;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
brIduD  on  Lough  Oonn,  celebrated  for  Ita  salmon 
knd  trout  Dohlng.   Now  bath-rooms,  and  sanitary 

arrangemontB  on  most  modern  system.  Terms  

board  and  lodging,  with  men  and  boats,  £8  10s. 
ler  week,  Subscribor  bogs  to  announce  that  he 
las  now  Bocurort  the  Ulght  of  2000  Acres  of  good 
.Shooting  convenient  to  Hotel.— Kor  further  par- 
tlcularn  apply  to  the  Proprietor,  P.  HaALT,  The 
Angler's  Hotel,  Pontoon,  roiford,  oo.  Mayo. 
[rxTand. 

P.S  — Subiioribor  begs  to  inform  hia  many 
friends  that  ho  has  considerably  enlarged  bin 
prcmlsos. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford,  N.  Devon. 

(Four  and  three-quarter  hours  from  London.) 

TWENTY  MILES  of  excellent  FISHING,  Free 
to  Hotel  Guests  only,  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little 
Dart.  Eivers  recently  re-stocked.  Moderate  in 
elusive  tariff  on  application. 

B.  P.  MAESHALL,  Proprietor. 
Season  commences  March  1. 


The  SWAN  HOTEL, 

Staines  Bridge,  Staines. 

1^  OST  pleasantly  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Thames.  The  best  reach  on 
the  Thames  for  TEOUT.  Season  com- 
mences April  1.  Punts  and  Boats  to  Let. 
GJood  stabling. 

A.  BURROW,  Proprietor. 


SOUTH  DEVON. 

SALMON,  SEA  TROUT,  &  TROUT  FISHING. 

'yo  BE  LET  for  the  season,  about  Two 
Miles  of  private  water  in  the  rivers 
Teign  and  Bovoy.  For  further  particulars 
apply  to  Bawlenoe  and  Squarey, 
Salisbury. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  OBOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W,  Main  Line). 

HOTEL  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by 
the  Golf  Links,  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent 
bathing.  Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining 
Lake  and  Eiver  Grygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  I^ke, 
Bodorgan ;  all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months. 
Trap  from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all 
Included  in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on 
request.  T.  J.  COTTBELL,  Proprietor. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON. 

/^VER  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exo  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anfflers.    Tariff  and  full 
particulars  of 

J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


CJHERWOOD  HOUSE,  DULVERTON, 
^  WHITE  HORSE  and  CROWN 
HOTEL,  EXFORD.— Ovor  Twonty  miles 
of  good  TROUT  FISHING.  Frco  and 
preserved  waters  on  Ese  and  ^iii'lo-  Free 
to  visitorK. 

TeRMB  MoiJJEKATK. 

J.  H.  TARR,  Proprietor. 


LONDON  INN, 

Morchard  Bp.,  North  Devon. 

Delightful  country :  home  comforts 
near  station  and  church  ;  four  and  a  hali 
hours  from  London.  Moderate  tariff  o 
application. 


PLOUGH  HOTEL, 

LoDgparish,  near  Whitchurch,  Hants,, 

THIS  Hotel,  which  affords  such  excellen 
accommodation  to  those  fishing  the  Bivf 
Test,  is  under  new  management,  and  is  situat* 
in  one  of  the  prettiest  villages  in  the  countv,  cli 
to  church,  railway,  post  and  telegraph"  offli 
and  has  been  newly  furnished  throughout.  Excej 
lent  cuisine.      H.  J.  SCHEODEE,  Proprietor. 

(Late  Chief  Steward  of  Orient  Line 


ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL, 

Llandrindod  Wells. 

PuLLT  Licensed. 
(Ninety  minutes  from  SERE  WSBUBT.  } 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING  FREE 

FOB  HOTEL  VISITOBS. 
Electric  Light  by  own  Installation.  „ 
Moderate  Tabipf. 

The  CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Dnlverton  Station  (G.W.R.). 


FIVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TEOUl 
FISHING  EIVEES  (Exe  and  Bade)  kri 
TO  VISITORS  staying  at  the  Carnarvon  Am 
Family  Hotel,  Dulverton  Station  (G.W.E.).  AIs 
central  for  hind  hunting.   Hunters  for  Hire. 

0.  W.  Nelder,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBRIDGE,   S.  DEVON 

BOABDEBS,  including  bed  and  attendinci 
88.  6d.  per  day,  WEEK-DAT  FISHINi 
for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Bndd,  Including  boats  an 
bait.  Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  th 
hotel  daily. 

W.  VTCKEET,  Proprietor 


A  CHARMIirO  GIFT  BOOK. 

6s,  net,  claret  roan,  gilt,  Illnstratod. 

London  In  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee 

By  E.  0.  GOCK  and  E.  T.  OOOK,  M.A. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"Sir  Henry  Pontonby  it  oomntamUt 
,  6.V  the  <iueen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlirtffto' 
'  for  a  copp  of  hit  Handbook. 
L   "Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
tot."—Britiiih  Weeklii.  "Faraupenoi 
ordinary  guides."— .London  Daily  Chroniclt. 


"A  BRILLIANT  BOOK."-rfce 

Every  Visitor  to  Lsnden  should  nse 

I  ONI  no N  SECOND  EDITIOH 
l-.\J  WUKJW       ENLARGED,  6«. 

a.nd   b't\co'ok°Sl^  24  Maps  b  Plani. 
ENVIRONS.      60  Illustrationi 
Most  emphatically  tops  them  t3X."—DailyOraph 

Llangollen— Darlikoton  A  Oo. 
London- SiMPKiH,  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Bailway  Boskstall  and  all  Bookeellen. 


Vieitore  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton,  EastibflnrnP 
HostingB,  Bath,  Wells,  Wc>ntorn-Baper.MoreJi»l 
vcrii,  WorcpHtur,  Oloucester,  Llundrindod  Well^ 
Rhvl,  Llandudno,  Oolw-yn  Boy,  Bottwsycoed,  Llai 
gollon,  Bala,  DoIkcUv,  llaniiouth,  AborynUitl 
Cncclcth,  Pwllheli,  Wyo  Valley,  Severn  Vnlli) 
Channel  Islands,  and  Islo  of  Wight,  should  o» 
Darlington'K  HandbookH,  Is.  each.  List  Post  Frci 
Darlington  A  Co.,  Llangollen. 

London.  SIMPKIN,  MAESHALL  A  00.,  Ltd 

FHOTOGBAFHS.— BeauUfuI  PbotofrMti  j 

of  Bconery,  UuiUK,  4o.,  in  Italy,  Greece,  TarHV 
Palestine,  and  Egypt;  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  II.  Mi 
and  2a.  Oomplete  List  Post  Free. 

DABLINQTON  *  00.,  LLAMUOLLSN. 
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pointa  to  Wales  as  tlie  country  to  be  invaded.  One  or  two 
diatricts  will  receive  a  large  number  of  visitors,  for  it  will 
be  the  first  chance  of  the  season  to  many  who  are 
impatiently  waiting  to  wet  a  line.  The  FaiUworth  and 
District  Anglin?  Society  oppned  on  the  17fh  with  a  social ; 
first  liey  had  the  orthodox  feed,  then  masio  and  dancing. 
A  most  satisfactory  report  is  to  hand  of  the  club's  position, 
and  pr-Kif  of  this  is  in  the  application  of  so  manv  desirous 
of  jninirg.  An  outing  has  been  arranged  for  Whit  week 
in  North  Wales,  probably  to  LUnymvnech.  The  members 
have  resolved  to  loyally  support  the  CP.  A.  A. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Several  parties  of  anglers  were  out  for  the  final  cast  of 
the  season  on  Thursday  last,  but  exo" pt  in  one  instance 
very  little  snort  was  obtained.  The  writer  was  on  S  luth 
Walthim  Broad  on  that  day,  but  did  nothing,  although 
the  wattr  1  loked  in  good  trim.  The  day  was  one  of  those 
black,  heavy  daya,  when  one  does  not  expect  to  do  much. 
The  coarse  fishing  season  is  now  ovf  r,  except  for  perch, 
which  are  ciught  in  s  ■'me  quantity  at  the  end  of  the  month, 
particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  Wroxham  Broad.  Trout 
fishing  commences  in  Norfolk  on  April  1.  The  Wensum 
Preservation  Society  have  put  1000  two-year-old  trout  into 
their  water  at  Fakenham  during  the  past  winter,  and 
these,  in  such  good  feeding  waters,  should  grow  into 
killable  fish  by  the  middle  of  the  summer,  especially  if  the 
May  Fly  saason  is  a  good  one. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

On  the  closing  day  of  the  season  memb^rj  of  the  City 
Pif  citcrlal  Society  mustered  in  considerable  _  force  at 
Eolleston,  Stiythorpe,  and  Averham  (above  bridge),_and 
some  very  choice  pike  were  run  and  landed  by  the  aid  of 
the  live  bait.  The  best  and  heiviest  fish  (91b.  12cz.)  fell 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Geo.  Clarke,  who  hid  previously  caught 
a  splendid  lot  of  perch  at  Swinehead,  in  Lincolnshire. 
Colonel  Bmce  and  friends,  of  Clifton  Hall,  enjoyed 
exceptional  sport  amongst  Esox,  in  the  "  Home  Pit, 
which  is  fed  by  the  Trent,  and  I  hear  that  Mr.  T.  Wood 
and  Mr.  J.  Tomlin83n  scored  libsrally,  on  the  last  day,  on 
the  King's  Mills  tection  of  the  river.  Members  of  the 
Nottingham  Anglers'  Protection  AESOciation  engaged  in 
a  oonple  of  pegged-down  matches  for  valuable  prizes  on 
their  leased  wat^rj  at  Trent  Lock.  The  firat  fell  to  the 
prowess  of  Mr.  W.  Smith,  with  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Mr.  T 
WooUey,  jan.,  and  Mr.  G.  Dikia,  sfcond,  third,  and 
fourth ;  whilst  the  second  wis  won  by  Mr.  G.  Lomas, 
who  heat  Mr.  J.  Lowater,  Mr.  F.  Carrington,  Mr.  C. 
Sheffield,  and  a  large  number  of  ' others.  In  the  Waltonian 
competition,  at  Cavendish  Bridge,  the  winners  wf  ra  Mr. 
.T.  Holt  (not  Mr.  Cook  as  stated  last  week),  Mr.  J. 
Sheffield,  Mr.  J.  Terry,  and  Mr.  T.  Ward.  The  Trent 
Fishery  Board  have  offered  a  supply  of  tront  to  the 
eiecative  of  the  City  Piscatoriils,  and  the  fish  will 
probably  b)  turned  into  their  watars  above  Avershim 
weirs.  But  mora  of  the  offer  aion.  Odd  silmon  have 
been  aaen  to  pitsh  at  Radcb'ffe. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

:  During  the  last  few  days  we  have  had  biting  winds, 
sharp  frosts,  heavy  rain,  blinding  snows,  and  heavy 
tempest — it  has  been  March  with  a  vengeance.  A  good 
many  rods  were  out  on  the  14th  inst.,  to  wind  up  the  coarsa 
fish  season,  but  the  weather  was  bitterly  cold,  and  very  few 
fish  were  tiken.  AU  tha  streamj  are  in  capital  cocdition, 
and  when  we  get  warmer  weither,  trout  in  some  streams 
will  soon  be  fit,  but  08  yet  very  few  fliea  have  been  seen 
on  any  of  the  wa*:era — with  southerly  winds  and  suashiae 
flies  will  be  out  and  tronting  improve.  With  the  Februiry 
Red  and  Blue  Dan,  two  brace  of  fair-conditioned  fish  were 
taken  from  one  early  stream,  but  they  were  snail.  Pike 
have  been  souaht  after  in  all  the  rivf^rs,  and  several  good 
fish  were  taken  with  spinning  tackle,  \:vl\  they  were  not 
well  rn  the  feed,  the  livfere  not  having  quite  recovered  from 
the  effects  of  the  late  fl:)0d8,  but  three  anglers,  fishing  in 
private  water,  had  a  very  gcod  catch  of  pike  to-day, 
heaviest  SJlb.,  live  minnow  the  killing  bait.  Salmon 
fishing  has  not  been  good  this  week,  the  nets  on  saveral 
days  did  not  take  a  fish.  Very  little  club  news,  nor  will 
there  be  until  Good  Friday,  when  some  of  them  commenca 
trout  fishing.  The  St.  John's  Angling  Club  had  a  capital 
smoking  concert  at  their  headquarters,  the  Grosvenor 
Hotel,  last  evening,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance,  and 
the  singirg  excellent.  The  landlord,  Mr.  F.  James,  who 
has  been  fighting  for  the  empire  in  South  Africa,  and  has 
been  badly  wounded,  was  not  forgotten. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
Coarse  fish  anglers  made  most  of  the  days  that  remained 
to  them  ere  the  dawn  of  the  tront  season,  which  has 
opened  on  all  but  the  best  preserved  club  waters,  these 
being  reserved  for  the  end  of  March.  Most  of  the  streams 
ire  at  a  nice  height,  and,  with  warmer  weather  than  has 
prevailel  of  late,  fly  fijhing  should  prove  successful.  It 
jeemed  probable  at  the  beginning  of  this  week  we  were  to 
have  a  great  deal  more  snow,  as  a  good  fall  had  occurred 
overnight,  hut  the  conditions  improved,  and  the  height  of 
the  rivers  have  not  been  percaptibly  affected.  If  they  are 
not  disturbed  much,  it  ia  likely  satisfactory  trout  fishing 
will  very  shortly  be  obtained.  The  best  waters  are  well 
stfcked,  and  prospects  for  tho  Easter  Hrltdays  are 
sncouraging.  The  more  useful  casts  include  the 
Winter  Brown,  Spring  Black,  Dark  Snipe  and  Orange, 
ind  Snipe  Bloa,  the  March  Brown,  Spanish  Needle, 
Little  Ei'ly  Brown,  and  Dark  Bloa.  Eecantly  1000 
Sne  yearling  trout  were  turned  into  the  river  Yore, 
near  Tanfield.  Before  coarse  fishing  ended  rods 
obtained  fairly  good  sport  towards  the  end  of  last 
week.  Three  anglers  from  York  went  out  to  the  Derwent 
md  returned  with  well  replenufael  baskets.  Three 
irdent  rodsmen  ciught  ten  pike,  two  of  the  largest  fish 
weighing  101b.  and  8 Jib.,  and  others  did  fairly  well.  A 
l&lb.  pike  wa«  also  taken  by  Mr.  C.  King,  of  the  Burley 


A.(;.,  Leeds,  from  the  Nidd.  Fishing  for  pike  in  the  Foss 
goes  on  apace,  notwithstanding  that  the  fish  are  full_  of 
spawn.  But  for  this  persistency  in  pike  fishing  during 
the  spawning  season,  it  is  pointed  out  that  the  Foss,  with 
its  natural  advantages,  would  be  one  of  the  _be8t_  nike 
rivers  in  England.  The  York  Amalgamation  is  stilly  en, 
evidence,  and  it  is  announced  that  many  subjects  of  im- 
portance mill  be  considered  at  the  meeting  convened  for 
the  28  th  inst. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

FISHING  ON  THE  AMBLEVE. 
Deak  Sir,— I  have  just  been  reading  with  great 
interest  "  F.  S.  L 's  "  charming  account  of  his  experiences 
on  the  lower  stretches  of  the  Ambleve  ;  but,  as  one  who 
has  spent  a  considerable  portion  of  his  life  abroad,  and 
who  has  fly-fished  in  almost  every  nook  and  corner  of 
Belgium,  I  should  like  to  warn  your  readers  not  to  expect 
good  trout  fishing  so  low  down  as  Eemouchamps.  The 
upper  waters  of  the  Ambleve  are  in  Germany,  and  afford 
really  g  ood  trout  fishing ;  but  some  miles  above  the  little 
town  of  Stavelot  the  river  Warge,  ruined  by  the  paper 
mills  of  Malmady,  runs  into  the  Ambl&ve,  and  that  stream 
is  never  the  same  again.  Besides,  as  "  F.  S.  L.  "  says, 
the  Ambleve  in  its  lower  reaches  becomes  broad  and 
shallow,  and  harbours  coarse  fish,  whereas  above  it  is  far 
deeper,  and  contains  only  trout  and  a  few  grayling.  The 
upper  Ambleve  is  one  of  the  most  prolific  lengths  of  water 
I  know,  and  the  fish  run  larger  than  they  do  lower  down, 
where  one  is  often  bothered  with  samlets.  It  is  very 
fporting  fishing,  the  water  is  gin  clear,  and  the  very  finest 
fishing  is  required.  Personally,  I  should  never  recom- 
mend a  trout  fisher  to  fish  anv  pirt  of  the  AmblLive  which 
runs  in  Belgian  territory. — Yours  truly,  A.  K. 


OCEAN  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — This  kind  of  sport  is  being  followed  more 
and  more  every  year,  since  Capt.  Howell  introduced  it. 

The  speed  of  the  vessel  may  be  anything  from  five  to 
fourteen  knots ;  the  rod  or  boom,  of  course,  must  be 
strong  J  also  the  line  and  gear.  I  have  j ast  had  a  letter 
from  an  officer  on  board  one  of  H.M.'s  ships,  who  has  beep 
having  some  grand  sport ;  he  has  taken  already  on  this 
cruise  1,3 19 lb.  weight  of  barracouta,  tunny,  and  bonita. 
Some  of  the  fish  were  very  heavy,  and  I  am  obliged  to 
make  special  hooks  for  tha  work. 

My  friend  tells  me  that  the  ordinary  large  ocean  baits 
are  too  small,  and  the  fish  chew  them  up ;  1  am  now  making 
him  some  out  of  thick  boiler  copper,  heavily  plated,  with  a 
double  hook  at  the  head  and  treble  at  the  tail.  These 
baits  are  12in.  long  and  about  2iin.  wide,  and  the  shape  of 
a  fish. 

Yachts  or  vessels,  making  a  trip  to  the  Mediterranean, 
would  do  well  to  use  one  of  these  lines. 

I  was  told  by  a  yachting  friend  to-day,  that  he  does  not 
remember  having  seen  so  many  sun  fish  in  the  Channel  as 
he  his  this  jear,  and  they  seem  to  be,  nearly  all  of  them, 
greater,  or  long,  sun  fish  ;  if  they  had  been  good  for  eating 
or  other  purpose,  he  says,  he  could  have  harpooned  a  lot. 
—Yours,  &o.  Wii-LiAM  Heabder  (B.S.A.S). 

SOCIETY  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  BIRDS. 

Dear  Sie, — My  attention  bavins  been  drawn  to  a  letter 
in  your  columns  announcing  the  formation  of  an 
Association  for  the  Protection  of  Birds  in  Midlothian,  I 
write  to  say  for  the  information  of  your  readers,  that  the 
Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds,  with  branches  in 
Scotland,  has  been  in  active  existence  since  1889.  Among 
the  society's  vice-presidents  may  be  mentioned  Lord 
Overtoun,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  M  P.,  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Harvie  Brown.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  prospectus  and  of  the 
annual  report  for  1899,  and  should  be  glad  to  give_ further 
particulars  to  anycne  applying  to  me — Yours  faithfully, 
M.  L.  Lemon  (Mrs.),  Hon.  Sec. 

Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds, 
3,  Hanover-square,  London,  W. 
March  19,  1900.   

RAISING  THE  PRICE  OP  TICKETS  TO  CATCH 
BABY  DART  TROUTLETS. 

Dear  Sib, — The  Dart  Conservators  have,  I  am  told, 
doubled  the  price  of  visitors'  angling  tickets  this  season. 
Sach  being  the  case,  I  think  some  limit  should  be  put  also 
on  the  number  of  fish  taken  by  residents,  especially  at  this 
time  of  the  year.  I  see  in  the  Field  of  March  17  (a  catting 
of  which  I  inclose),  that  Dr.  Norman  and  Mr.  Wright  are 
taking  six  and  eight  dozen  trout  on  an  average  diily.«  It 
seems  to  me  that  such  fishing  is  for  numbars  only,  not 
soorfc,  and  if  it  continues  visitors  will  come  badly  off. — 
Yours  faithfully,  An  Angler, 

Clifton. 

[What  size  are  the  fish?  What  does  a  basket  of  eight 
dozen  weigh  without  the  basket  ? — Ed.] 


RAINBOW  TROUT  AND  OTHER  THINGS. 
Dear  Sib, — Mr.  Hamish  Stuart,  in  his  very  interesting 
book  "  Lochs  and  Loch  Fishing,"  mentions  the  fact  that 
irideus  and  fario  do  not  spiwn  at  the  same  time.  To 
quote  his  words  "  finally  as  the  rainbow  is  in  season  when 
the  tront  is.  out,  &o."  Now  the  trout  season  in  most 
places  begins  October  2.  Would  it  be  neoessary  to  obtaia 
leave  from  the  board  of  conservators  of  the  district  to  fish 
for  rainbows  after  the  end  of  September  ? 


Although,  perhaps,  not  in  the  prime  of  condition,  I 
presume  the  rainbow  would  be  a  "  takeable  "  fish  in  July, 
Augmt,  and  September,  when  trout  are  "still'-Bt"  in 
most  places,  as  far  as  fly  fishina  is  concerned.  From  all 
acnountfl  it  is  a  very  bold,  free  risina,  sporting  fi»h. 

Mr.  Stuart  also  raentiorg  that  r-iinbows,  which  are  the 
offspring  of  fish  that  have  been  reared  in  th'iB  country, 
have  a  tendency  towarls  assimilating  their  period  of 
upawninar  with  that  of  the  fario  of  our  streams.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  watch  this  change  after  they  have  been  in 
ou""  waters  for  some  time. 

There  is  a  reservoir  of  thirty  or  forty  acres  water 
surface  near  here  which  used  to  give  very  fair  snort  froin 
a  few  years  after  the  water  was  turned  in,  in  1878,  until 
about  five  years  ago.  The  stream  feeding  it  fuoplied  a 
good  stock  of  brook  trout,  and  some  fontinalis  were 
introduced.  The  latter  have  almost  entirely  disappeared. 
I  only  caught  one  last  season,  and  the  brown  trout  are 
running  smaller— about  2J''z.  to  SJoz. —instead  of 
averaging  toz.  cr  more  as  they  formerly  did,  with  plenty 
of  J-pounders  and  ^-pounders. 

These  fish  are  very  difficult  to  catch,  they  are  bad  risers, 
and  come  "short,"  even  at  the  beginning  of  the  season. 
We  want  to  introduce  fresh  blood— quick-growing,  free 
risers.  Would  it  be  any  use  turning  anything  smaller 
than  yearlings  into  a  place  like  this  ?  There  are  plenty  of 
eels,  and  probably  some  large  tront. 

A  new  reservoir  is  going  to  be  constructed  immediately 
above  the  present  one.  This  can  be  stocked  with  fry  and 
the  "  native"  brook  trout,  the  size  of  sardines. 

It  will  prevent  the  fish  in  the  lower  place  running  up 
the  chief  stream  for  more  than  100yds.  or  so  to  spawn  ; 
but-  there  is  a  smaller  brook  suitable  for  their  purpose. 

Until  I  read  Mr.  Stuarts's  book  I  had  had  irideus 
in  my  mind's  eye  as  the  very  fish  to  improve  this  fishing. 
Now  I  want  to  know  a  little  more  about  him. 

Can  you  inform  me  where  I  can  obtain  a  metal  bottle 
for  carrying  paraffin  for  dry-fly  work  ?  I  saw  them 
advertifed  in  your  paper  once,  but  cannot  remember  the 
maker's  name.  I  have  broken  two  glass  bottles  in  my 
pocket,  and  will  not  try  any  more.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly,  E.  Lloyd  Mobbis. 

[The  metal  tube  for  dry-fly  oil  is  made  by  Mr.  W.  J. 
Cummins,  of  Bishop's  Auckland. — Ed.] 


BLACK  BASS. 

Deae  Sib,— Would  you  kindly  tell  me  through  the 
medium  of  your  valuable  paper  whether  bass  were  put 
into  Hickling  Broad  about  eight  years  ago  ?  I  always 
understood  that  black  ba^s  only  were  fresh  water  fish,  and 
bass  salt  water  fish.  I  think  that  the  Rev.  Micklethwaite 
put  them  in,  and  caused  a  sensation  by  so  doing. 

An  answer  to  this  question  will  greatly  oblige. — Yours 
very  truly,  A.  Marindin. 

[A  few  black  bass  were  put  in,  we  believe,  but  we  never 
heard  that  they  came  to  anything.- Ed.-] 


A  CORRECTION.— MR.  OGDEN  SMITH'S  EXHIBIT 
AT  THE  ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Forgive  me  for  bothering,  but  in 
your  last  issue,  p.  182,  in  the  notice  of  Mr.  Ogden  Smith's 
exhibit,  Tou  speak  of  my  son.  It  should  be  my  nepheic, 
Hoaald  Corrie.  Also  it  was  one  grilse  and  the  salmon.  I 
have  no  children. 

Snowstorms,  sleet,  and  gales,  and  cold  here. — Yours 
truly.  A,  W.  CoRBiE. 

Torquay. 

[We  regret  the  mistaka,  which  was  Mr.  Smith's,  as  we 
asfeed  him  twice  if  it  was  Mr.  A.  W.  Corrie.— Ed.] 


A  NEW  FISHING  TACKLE  BUSINESS  IN 
CARDIFF. 

Dear  Sib,— At  the  request  of  many  sportsmen  in 
Cardiff  and  district  I  have  been  parsuaded  to  open  a  high- 
class  gun  and  fishing  tackle  business  at  the  above  address. 
Having  had  many  jeirs'  thorough  practical  experience,  I 
venture  to  ask  for  your  support  and  recommendation. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — I  am,  dear  sir,  yours 
respectfully,  A.  E.  Abmsieong. 

119,  Queen-street,  Cardiff. 

[Mr.  Armstrong  is  a  well-known  Thames  angler,  having 
been  for  ten  years  an  hon.  river  keeper  under  the  Thames 
Argliog  Preservation  Society.  We  wish  him  success.— Ed.  J 


IMMATURE  SEA  FISH. 
Deab  Sir, — Although  everyone  interested  in  sport  as 
distinguished  from  pot -hunting  will  sympathise  with  the 
efforts  of  the  Secretary  of  the_  B  8.  A  S_.  to  induce  the 
members  of  his  society  to  do  their  best  to  inculcate  sports- 
manlike ideas  among  those  who  citch  immature  sea  fish, 
his  precepts  on  that  hand  might,  perhaps,  carry  greater 
weight  if  they  were  illustrated  by  example.  Some  tiine 
ago  I  was  having  lunch  at  a  well-known  restaurant  in 
Fleet-street  at  the  same  time  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
B  S.A.8.,  who,  among  other  things,  was  eating  white- 
bait. To  be  consistent  he  must  give  up  this  delicacy 
for  the  future,  or  the  people  who  catch  immature  sea  fish 
may  possibly  remark,  "  physician,  heal  thyself." — Yours 
truly,    G.  E.  Simms. 

QUARTERS  FOR  QUERISTS,  &c. 
Sir, — Year  after  year  waters  which  could  formerly  be 
fished  by  all  and  sundry  are  closed  against  the  general 
public,  either  leased  to  inns  or  clubs ;  hence  to  men, 
especially  those  on  the  down  grade  who  are  not  up  to 
scrambling  as  they  formerly  could,  it  bscomea  harder  as 
the  seasons  pass  to  decide  on  rivers  they  can  fish  with  ease 
and  safety,  and  which  will,  at  the  same  time,  probably 
yield  them  sport,  provided  the  fish  are  there,  also  that  are 
not  more  than  half  a  day's  journey  from  the  centre  of  the 
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universe.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  form  any  general 
opinion  at  all  on  the  merits  of  English  nvers,  or  others  for 
that  matter,  it  is  this ;  That  only  for  about  a  month, 
more  or  less,  generally  less,  are  different  stretches  at  their 
best  for  each  kind  of  fish.  Xow,  bearing  in  mind  that 
waters  accessible  to  the  public  are  uot  often  the  pick  of  a 
river,  to  get  sport  this  month  or  so  must  be  hit  off.  It  is 
unfair  to  expect  much  of  snch  stretches  unless  they  are 
given  every  ohanca,  i.e.,  fished  when  the  fish  are  there, 
and  the  water  is  right,  and  one  knowa  something  of  fly 
fishing,  and  sticks  at  it.  The  rivers  mentioned  below,  bar 
those  in  Devon,  are  all  safe  wading  when  in  fettle  for  fly 
in  the  best  pools  of  the  Associations'  waters,  level 
walking  to  and  from  them,  and  within  comfortable 
distance  of  headquarters. 

I  will  begin  with  the  most  northern  river,  the  Solway 
Esk.  Here,  about  July  16  almost  any  year,  the  herling 
(l«cal,  whitug)  fishing  is  almost  a  cerbunty ;  and  even 
when  this  river  is  useless  almost  for  all  its  length,  by 
fishing  in  the  pools  below  the  Metal  Bridge  sport  is  almost 
sure.  The  fish  rove  to  and  fro  with  the  tides,  waiting  for 
a  spate  to  freshen  the  river  up  before  they  will  run.  They 
will  take  fly  well  even  on  a  bright  day,  given  a  breeze. 
They  are  very  tender  mouthed,  and  a  limber  single-handed 
rod  is  beet,  and  fine  gut.  Strong,  near  the  cathedral, 
Carlisle,  will  supply  flies,  but  at  times  they  take  almost 
any  trout  fly.  The  Metal  Bridge  Inn — nearest  railway 
station  Rockcliffe,  via  Carlisle — is  about  on  the  river 
handy  to  the  best  pools ;  also  these  pools  can  easily,  daily, 
be  got  at  by  rail  to  and  from  Carlisle.  Provided  river  is  in 
good  worming  order,  and  the  herling  are  running,  or  are 
recently  up,  and  the  water  gets  quickly  low,  then  sport  is 
almost  sure  from  above  date  from  the  meetiog  of  the  Esk 
and  Liddle  down  to  the  first  tidal  pool.  The  brown  trout 
fishing  is  not  worth  going  for ;  but,  given  water  and  fish 
in,  a  salmon  or  two  may  luckily  be  got  in  any  fortnight's 
fishing  during  the  last  five  weeks  of  the  seaion,  and  per- 
haps the  water  above  Scotch  Dyke  Station  is  best.  For 
salmon,  Longtown,  via  Carlisle,  is  best  headquarters,  as 
there  are  good  pools  close  to  the  town,  and  convenient 
trains;  take  one  to  Scotch? Dyke — some  three  miles— 
and  handy  to  the  two  best  pools  of  the  upper  waters.  A 
note  in  a  late  week's  Fishing  Gazette  report  implies  that 
nets  other  than  those  hitherto  treated  for  in  this  river 
have  been  acquired  by  the  Esk  and  Liddle  Association. 
This,  I  think,  will  not  be  found  to  be  exact,  and  no  one 
need  expect  better  fishing  than  in  past  few  years,  so  far  as 
nets  have  had  anything  to  do  with  sport.  The  Camber- 
land  Derwent  is  a  fine  river,  and  the  sea  trout  that  run 
up  it  are  of  a  decent  size  as  a  tale.  There  is  a  goodish 
bit  of  Ealmon  and  sea  trout  water  open  to  non  law 
breakers,  and  Cockermonth,  via  Penrith — good  accom- 
modation, bath,  at  Globe  Hotel,  kept  by  Mr.  Peacock — is 
far  and  away  the  best  place  to  fisli  it  from.  The  best 
pools  are  within  twenty  minutes'  easy,  level  walking  of  the 
uotel,  and  no  absolute  need  to  wade  if  water  is  a  good 
height,  either  for  salmon  or  sea  trout ;  its  brown  trout 
fishing  is  not  often  a  success.  The  last  six  weeks  is 
generally  best  for  salmon ;  about  Jane  for  sea  trout.  But 
Mr.  Peacock  can  be  relipd  on  as  to  exact  time  to  come  if 
written  to,  and  also  knows  as  much  about  the  lake  fishing 
thereabouts^  as  any  man  in  the  county.  The  Cocker  here 
is  a  pretty  little  river,  and  reputed  the  better  of  the  two 
for  brown  as  well  as  sea  trout.  A  mile  and  a  half  or  so  up 
it  from  the  bridge  there  is  a  bit  of  dry  &f  water,  and  no 
need  to  wade  it.  I  only  know  the  Solway  Eden  by  hearsay, 
but  gathered  that,  in  parts,  it  was  safe  to  fish.  It  is 
inferior  to  the  Esk  as  a  herling  river,  owing  to  the 
renowned  ean-de-Carlisle,  a  home-made  article,  and  one 
beloved  by  the  inhabitants  apparently ;  and  for  the  same 
reason  the  Annan  is  more  affected  by  herling,  its  outfall 
being  purer.  Spriug  salmon  run  up  Eden,  which,  I  had 
from  gentry  and  fishermen  who  lived  near,  and  fished  the 
Esk  and  Annan  all  their  lives  mostly,  was  extremely  rarely 
the  case  in  the  two  latter  rivers.  Certainly  I  never  saw 
one,  although  one  heard  of  it  now  and  again.  Carlisle  is 
good  headquarters  for  this  riyer,  and  Strong,  tackle  maker, 
near  the  cathedral,  knows  the  water  well.  This  river 
closes  later  than  the  Eek.  Brown  trout  are  to  be  got,  and 
the  higher  up  the  tiver,  generally,  the  better  for  tuem. 
The  Annan,  on  town  of  that  name,  can  be  fished  from 
there.  A  good  many  herling  are  got  not  far  away,  and 
they  run  about  same  time  (July  16)  as  in  the  Esk.  The 
last  weeks  of  the  season  are  best  for  salmon.    Flies  can  be 

fot  in  the  town.  Brown  tront  fishing  is  not  of  the  best, 
n  early  spring,  with  no  fly  about,  the  gold-ribbed  Hare's 
Lug,  and  Greenwell's  Glory,  sometimes  "  come  off." 
The  Usk,  probably  the  best  looked  after  river  in  the 
empire,  as  far  as  any  association  is  concerned,  can  in  parts 
be  fished  by  any  reputable  angler,  is  reached  easily,  has 
good  brown  trout  fishing,  and  is  still  the  first  river  in 
Eogland  for  giving  sport  to  the  salmon  fly  fisherman. 

For  trout,  no  place  as  headquarters  in  the  spring  can  be 
better  than  the  town  of  Brecon ;  good  accommodation 
here.  Below  the  town  it  is  level,  easy  walking,  and  the 
pools  are  handy  and  safe ;  above  the  town,  and  near  it, 
there  is  also  level  goings,  bnt  the  river  bed  is  more  rocky. 
At  the  back  end  of  season,  from  October  out,  given  water, 
one  is  as  certain  of  salmon  as  anywhere  on  the  globe.  By 
patting  up  at  Usk  or  Abergavenny  (both  on  the  river), 
trout  and  salmon  fishing  can  also  be  got  in  the  United  Usk 
Association  waters.  Perhaps  their  lower  water  is  most 
easily  reached  from  Abergavenny  by  rail,  or  road  threa 
miles  down  the  river.  Flies  can  bo  got  on  the  spot.  The 
biggest  trout  I  ever  saw  taken  in  this  river  weighed  61b. 
less  weight  of  three  pennies.  The  salmon  run  aver  301b., 
but  it  is  not  a  big  salmon  river.  There  are,  too,  plenty  ot 
dace  and  eels.  At  Winchester,  io  the  Itchen,  dry-fly 
fishing  can  be  had  in  Cbalkley's  (of  the  Square)  Water  so 
called,  almost  in  the  town.  On  a  cloudy  day  in  the  spring 
the  fish  rise  freely  enough  ;  when  the  weather  gets  more 
sultry,  from  7  p  m.  to  10  p.m.  is  about  the  time.  After 
dask  a  big  Brown  Moth  flopped,  near  a  rising  fish  will  often 


do  execution.  The  above  gives  some  sort  of  choice  of 
quarters  for  those  past  their  prime,  and  who  cannot  go  the 
pace  or  pitch  their  tents  just  as  they  might  choose.  South 
Devon  rivers,  those  1  know,  necessitate  a  lot  of  real  hard 
work  and  scrambling  in  order  to  get  a  bag.  The  Tamar  is 
out  and  away  the  best  for  peal,  and  the  best  and  easiest 
pool  open  to  ticket  holders  is  just  below  the  keeper's 
cottage,  where  another  river  joins  it,  and  is  about  two  and 
a  half  miles'  drive  over  the  moor  from  the  nearest  station, 
then  down  a  steep  hill  for  a  bit.  About  Jane  is  best  for 
peal.  The  Dart,  as  far  as  outsiders  are  conoemed,  is 
practically  no  good  for  salmon,  except  right  up  on  the 
moor  by  Daitmeet;  this  mesas  a  long  drive  to 
sud  from  the  hotel,  unless  fresh  quartars  closer 
have  been  run  up,  and  which  is  not  likely,  and 
about  Dartmeet  it  is  all  a  scramble  ;  the  Namsen  is  your 
fly  hereabouts.  Trout  run  small.  From  Dartmouth  to 
Dartmeet  the  water  is  barely  worth  the  while  of  a 
stranger's  attention,  and  is  hard  and  treacherous  going 
nearly  all  the  way,  though  some  peal  are  got,  and,  maybe, 
a.  salmon  in  an  odd  way.  The  Avon  is  a  decidedly  good 
little  river  for  trout,  and  is  more  or  less  looked  after  and 
re-stocked.  The  trontiog  in  the  spring,  given  suitable 
weather,  is  best;  but  here,  again,  the  going  is  hardish 
work,  excepting  some  water  that  can  be  fished  below 
Hatch  Bridge,  by  .ticket,  putting  up  at  the  farmhouse 
that  the  water  goes  with,  or  else  walking  to  this  water, 
some  two  and  a  half  mUes  from  Kingsbridge.  This 
stretch  is  not  so  good  for  trout  as  those  higher  np,  but 
salmon  at  times  lie  in  it,  as  do  peal.  This  Avon  is  not  a 
salmon  river  in  a  rodsman's  sense,  but  they  get  odd  peal. 
I  always  held  that,  for  salmon,  no  ordinary  man  should, 
except  he  be  in  thorough  condition  and  daily  at  it,  use  a 
red  over  three  times  his  own  height,  and  as  light  a  one  at 
that  length  as  the  water,  fich,  and  sarronndings  will 
permit,  keeping  clear  of  a  whippy  top  joint — uping  a  heavy 
taper  line  if  rod  is  stiff— and  surely  10ft.  6in.  is  long 
enoagh  for  any  single-handed  trout  rod.  Any  good  rod- 
maker  can  alter  a  rod,  and,  having  got  your  length,  a 
suitable  line  wUl  do  the  rest ;  and  the  increased  comfort 
and  efficiency  in  use  at  all  times,  especially  in  a  gale  of 
wind,  is  remarkable  before  the  quarter  of  even  a  short 
winter's  day  is  spent.  In  gaffing  a  fish  oneself,  the 
shorter  the  rod  the  better  the  chance,  and  in  such  a  case 
also  the  simple  metal  guard — best  possible — for  a  gaff, 
engraved  in  F.  G.  a  couple  of  seasons  back,  shows  its  value. 
I  never  found  a  safer  way  of  carrying  a  long  gaff 
when  in  the  water  than  by  a  piece  of  cord  that  you 
can  break  secnred  to  staff  and  made  fast  to  front 
button  for  braces;  or,  if  gaff  is  short,  and  not 
used  as  a  walking  and  wading  stick,  but  is  to  be  slung ; 
then,  by  a  sling  of  leather  about  4in.  long  (shaped  like  the 
female  ferrule  of  a  rod),  and  of  diameter  enough  to  pass 
the  shonlder  strap  through  (as  in  sketch),  as  well  as  the 


Leathee  Sling  and  Strap  for  a  Gaff. 

thickest  end  of  the  staff,  lashing  a  stout  piece  of  wire  to 
the  staff  as  a  clip — often  seen  on  landing-net  handles — to 
prevent  gaff  slipping  through  the  leather  sling.  Most  men 
will  find  they  can  thus  carry  a  gaff  about  a  yard  long  with- 
out it  fouling  in  between  their  legs  or  sticking  in  their 
ears.  If  fish  makes  away  in  act  of  gaffing,  clip  gaff  to  a 
pocket,  or  the  shoulder  strap.  Again,  in  a  strong  current, 
and  wading  deep,  a  gaff  so  fitted  can  easily  be  hung  so 
level  as  to  be  water  boiue  at  one's  side,  and  not  act  as  a 
lever  to  slew  a  man  around  and  off  his  balance.  Gaffs  are 
the  batter  for  being  metal  shod — it  saves  banting  for  a  big 
stone  for  the  "  rap  on  the  head,"  and  many  a  fly. 
Straight-grained  ash  is  hard  to  beat  for  a  staff.  For 
rivers  I  have  mentioned,  the  Butcher,  tied  in  the 
brightest,  as  well  as  the  dullest,  shades  of  the  colours  that 
form  its  body  and  wings,  &c.,  the  Doctors,  black  and 
silver,  and  ordinary  Jock  Sootts,  Critohley's  Fancy, 
Silver  Grey,  and  an  Orange  and  Grouse  for  a  dark  day  of 
despair,  and  one  has  about  enoagh.  thoueh  the  Border 
rivers  carry  the  Brown,  and  the  Grey  Turkey  as  well. 
Two  good  whiting  flies  in  the  tidal  pools  are  Silver 
Bodies,  with  either  light  partridge  or  else  medium 
natural  blue  shoulder  hackles.  For  sea  tront,  mostly 
evening  fishing,  rn  the  Derwent,  Silver  Body,  red  ibis 
tail,  hackle  yellow,  wing  light  brown  albatross, 
jungle  cock  checks ;  the  Alexandra,  also  scarlet  body, 
gold  wire  tag  and  ribs,  hackle  and  tail  natural  red, 
wing  hen  pheasant  (whitish  at  the  tip).  Hackles  in 
every  case  shortish,  and  at  shonlder  only.  Hooks  (sizes 
N.S  )  6,  8,  and  10;  nse  a  limber  14ft.  rod,  and  Fee  the 
hooks  have  metal  enough  in  them,  and  so  wont  straighten 
out  in  a  fish,  as  otce  any  sort  of  fish  is  hooked  in  these 
Derwent  waters  you — size  for  size — owing  to  the  swift 
current,  get  more  sport  out  of  it  than  in  any  other  river  I 
have  mentioned.  Of  these  places  anyone  wanting 
mountain  air  can  get  his  fill  at  Brecon  ;  or,  moorish  air 
combined  with  brine,  at  the  Metal  Bridge  Inn  before 
mentioned.  None  of  the  waters  given  above  are  expensive 
to  fish  as  things  go  nowadays.  I  dont  for  one  instant 
doubt  the  ability  of  the  cunning  Hovas  to  draw  gut  from 
a  Malagash  spider  if  anybody  at  aU  can.  When  I  was  last 
in  Madagascar,  India,  I  saw  the  guts  of  many  a  poor  beast 
drawn  by  sharks  as  cattle  were  swum  off  to  the  ships  for 
transport  to  Mauritius,  India.  If  they  fetched  shore  in  this 
state  one  had  to  stand  clear.— Toari  truly,  Mullet. 


FISH  AS  A  FISH  FOOD, 
Sir,— I  quite  agree  with  Herr  Jaff6  as  regards  the  vain* 
of  fish  as  trout  food,  but  I  would  certainly  include  under 
that  head  both  crustaceans  and  mollnsca.  So  valuable 
have  I  found  these  creatures  as  food  for  trout  that  I  have 
started  a  small  fleet  of  boats  with  a  view  to  procuring  a 
better  supply  of  fish,  and  shell  fish,  &a.,  at  the  right  seasons 
of  the  year,  and  the  trout  at  the  Solway  fishery  are 
thriving  vigorously  on  these  creatures.  In  addition  to 
the  marine  forms  of  mollusoa,  we  do  what  we  can  to 
encourage  the  fresh-water  limnees,  and,  just  as  I  write 
many  of  our  rearing  ponds  are  simply  swarming  witl! 
them,  whilst  in  some  of  the  larger  pond  the  daphnia>,  or 
water  fleas,  have  been  so  plentiful  as  to  discoloar  the 
water. 

When  I  commenced  the  present  fishery,  twenty  yetMjl 
ago,  there  was  not  a  limneee  on  the  place,  but  we  hada  ' 
good  stock  at  the  old  farm  at  Troutdale,  and  these  soon 
stocked  the  ponds  on  the  Solway.    Several  unsuccessfol  i 
attempts  were  made  to  introduce  Daphnia  pulex,  bnt  1 
patient  perseverance,  and  after  lapse  of  many  days,  \ 
got  them  well  established.   With  tne  exception,  perhap, 
of  winged  insects,  I  know  of  no  finer  food  for  trout  thfl 
these  mollusoa  and  crustaceans,  and  every  trout  wai 
should  hold  a  good  stock  of  them.    They  are  availah 
when  winged  insects  are  not,  and  in  order  to  have  fi 
trout  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  regular  and  varied  fo. 
supply.    If  introduced  in  spring  they  can  be  obtained  i 
spawning  condition,  and  an  early  crop  is  assured.   I  shi 
be  glad  to  give  any  further  ii^otmition  on  this  high 
important  subject. — Yours  truly,       J.  J.  Armistbad.  , 

Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries. 

PISHING  IN  DEVONSHIRE. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  kindly  tell  me 
a  quiet  country  place  in  Devonshire  where  I  can  get  gool 
inexpensive  trout  fishing,  and  cheap  lodgings,  mentioning 
at  about  what  date  the  water  is  likely  to  be  at  its  best  ?— 
Yours,  &c.,    Fisher. 

ADDRESS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir. — Some  few  days  back  I  received  a  letter 
frona  an  English  gentlemen,  Mr.  Hayden  was  the  name, 
I  think,  about  the  fishing  he^e  at  Killaloe,  but  as  I  have 
mislaid  it  I  do  not  know  his  address,  therefore  cannot 
send  him  a  reply. 

If  this  should  meet  his  eye  I  woald  thank  him  to  write 
me  again.— Yours  faithfully,  S.  J.  Hurley. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  Ireland. 

PLEAS  FOR  AN  EXTENSION  OF  THE  SALMON 
ANGLING  SEASON  IN  THE  UPPER  WATERS 
OF  THE  USK,  SAY  ABOVE  THE  TOWN  OF 
BRECON. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Cownty  Times, 

Anglers  in  these  waters  are  under  great  disadvantage! 
owing  to  the  following  facts  : 

1.  During  the  summer  months  the  volume  of  water, 
generally  speaking,  is  too  small  to  hold  the  fish  for  any 
length  of  time,  and  those  that  do  come  np  in  floods  are 
comparatively  few  and  far  between. 

2.  Daring  the  same  period  the  river  after  floods  falls  off 
so  rapidly  that  an  angler  can  scarcely  snatch  more  than  a 
day  or  two's  fishing  to  find  the  water  in  satisfactory  order 
(with,  of  course,  the  exception  of  wet  summers). 

3.  Towards  the  end  of  the  season,  the  river  increases  in 
volume,  and  after  a  flood  remains  much  longer  in  size  and 
order ;  then  the  salmon  find  their  opportunity  to  ran  np  in 
great  numbers,  fresh  and  bright  from  the  sea,  and  as 
strong  and  gamesome  for  rod  and  line  as  any  spring  fish. 

4  Salmon  do  not  begin  to  spawn  until  about  the  end  of 
November,  the  greater  number  not  till  December  and 
January,  while  some  are  as  late  as  Febrnary. 

6.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that,  according  to  present 
close  time  (Nov.  1),  the  angler  who  has  had  but  little  fair 
sport  during  the  season,  for  the  reasons  already  named,  is 
compelled  to  give  up  just  when  good  fish  beg^n  to  b« 
plentifal. 

1.  Tnere  is  an  impression  abroad  that  these  late  fish  are 
what  is  called  "  gravid  fish,"  nnfit  for  the  table  and 
affording  poor  sport  to  the  angler,  bnt  this  is  clearly  not 
the  case,  as  the  majority  spawn  two  or  three  months  later, 
and  their  gamesomeness  is  well  known  to  the  late  anglers ; 
of  coarse,  there  are  what  are  termed  reddish  coloured  fish 
found  at  all  times,  winter  and  summer,  their  peculiar  k 
colour  arising  from  having  been  long  in  the  water.  TheMjfljl 
fish  are  not  gamesome  and  afford  but  little  sport.  'VI 

7.  The  close  time  of  the  upper  waters  should  not  be  ' 
regulated   by  the   same  conditions  as  are  found  to 
charaoteiise  the  lower  waters ;  for  the  Upper  Usk,  in  I 
addition  to  the  dearth  of  water,  suffers  also  by  reason  o(^l 
the  fact  that  no  fish  can  pass  up  over  the  Brecon  weirvl 
except  in  floods,  hence  another  strong  reason  for  prolonging  ' 
the  fishing  season,  say,  to  the  middle  of  November,  as  if 
the  case  in  regard  to  several  Welsh  rivers,  such  as  the 
Clwyd  and  Elwy,  Conway,  Ogmore,  and  the  Ayron,  closing 
Nov.  15,  the  Dovey  Nov.  30. 

8.  An .  extension  of  the  season  would  also  tend  to 
minimise  the  poaching  practice,  which  is  unfortunately 
resorted  to  by  many  disappointed  anglers  after  closing 
time— more  salmon  being  caught  with  the  gaff  or  by  the 
snatching  process  than  is  landed  by  fair  means  all  through 
the  season. 

>.  The  anglers  on  the  npper  waters  have  no  voice  on 
the  beard  of  conservators  like  those  on  the  lower  waters, 
and,  consequently,  no  concestion  can  be  expected  unless 
some  pressure  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  board.  The 
question  arises  whether  it  is  possible  to  induce  the  county 
council  or  some  other  body  to  interpose  to  obtain  the  great 
boon  referred  to,  in  the  interest  of  all  concerned  in  the 
npper  waters, — Yours  truly,  . 

F/\iR  Play  and  No  Favours. 
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DRY  FLY  IN  IRELAND. 


Though  all  debts  are  possibly  nofc  pleasant  to 
acknowledge,  yet  to  acknowledge  a  tlebt  of  grati- 
tude is  not  only  an  obligation,  but  a  pleasure.  I 
am  indebted  for  some  of  my  happiest  hours  to  a 
little  Irish  stream,  and  it  is  no  unwillingness  on 
my  part  which  prevents  me  from  declaring  the 
name  of  my  creditor.  Some  sort  of  name  she 
ought  to  have,  so  shall  be  dubbed  the  Fair.  The 
water  is  preserved,  and  I  am  more  or  less  under  a 
pledge  of  secrecy  regarding  its  locality.  This 
much,  however,  may  he  stated :  it  is  in  an  eastern 
county,  not  more  than  six  miles  from  a  famous 
round  tower,  and  less  than  forty  from  the  capital. 
Dear  little  stream  !  Fair  weather  and  foul  have  I 
wooed  you,  and  always  found  you  gracious  ;  never 
perhaps  profuse  of  your  favours,  yet  never  quite 
unkind.  Seldom,  indeed,  have  I  left  you  empty 
handed,  and  if  I  did  have  only  had  myself  to 
blame.  Sweet  were  you  in  stormy  April;  sweeter 
still  in  glorious  June;  sweetest,  perhaps,  on  an 
August  evening,  when  the  sop  of  a  feeding  fish 
was  the  only  sound  that  broke  upon  the  ear. 
Having  obtained  permission  to  fish  the  Fair,  my 
next  step  was  to  discover  the  way  to  it ;  no  easy 
task,  for  it  was  distant  full  ten  miles,  and  strange 
and  tortuous  by-paths  had  to  be  traversed  before 
it  was  reached.   However,  I  eventually  ^arrived, 


and  proceeded  to  cross-question  a  country  man  as 
to  its  fishing  capabilities.  The  information  to  be 
got  from  Paddy  upon  this  subject  is  strangely 
similar  throughout '  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  the 
following  conversation  is  a  very  fair  specimen  of 
what  one  is  usually  told  on  such  occasions. 

"  Is  this  the  river  Fair  ?  "  I  asked. 

"  It  is,"  was  the  reply. 

"  Is  it  a  good  fishing  river  P  " 

"  Is  it  a  good  fishing  river  P  Begor,  there's  not 
a  better  river  in  Ireland  than  the  Fair." 

As  every  river  in  Ireland  is  "  the  best  "  I  was 
not  exceedingly  impressed  by  this  announcement, 
and  proceeded  to  particularise  further. 

"  Are  there  good  fish  in  it  P  " 

"  Sure,  an'  there  are ;  the  finest  of  fish." 

"  And  big,  I  suppose  P  " 

"  Well,"  said  Pat  with  great  importance,  "  I've 
seen  fish  taken  out  of  the  Fair  of  maybe  half  a 
pound  in  weight." 

"  What !  "  I  exclaimed.    "  Only  half  a  pound  P  " 

"  And  a  pound,"  said  my  obliging  friend, 
"  Any  amount  of  'em.  Wait,  now.  A  feller  took 
a  fish  of  a  pound  and  a  half  one  day  last  week. 
Two  pounds  is  the  biggest  I  ever  saw  taken  me- 
self ;  but  no  doubt  there  are  S-pounders  and 
4-pounders  in  that  stream.  Sure,  there's  niver  a 
better  in  the  country." 

Not  much  the  wiser  for  these  inquiries,  I  turned 
to  the  Fair  itself  for  more  definite  information.  It 
was,  in  truth,  but  a  tiny  streamlet,  perhaps  one 
half  the  size  of  the  Kentish  Darenth,  and  not 
dissimilar  from  that  river  in  its  general  character  ; 
with,  however,  this  important  difference,  that, 
whereas  the  latter  is  as  clear  as  crystal,  the  water 
of  the  former,  springing  from  the  bogs,  is  dark, 
even  when  at  its  lowest.  The  marshes  through 
which  it  flows  are  rich  with  orchids  and  marigolds, 
the  curlew's  whistle  and  the  plover's  call  are  heard 
on  every  side ;  here  the  snipe  nests,  it's  drumming 
is  almost  perpetual ;  the  grouse  crows  on  the 
neighbouring  moor,  and  as  I  wander  along  the  bank 
I  flush  a  handsome  mallard,  a  lazy  heron  comes 
flapping  overhead,  a  hundred  wild  things  people 
this  wild  land,  of  which  who  could  fail  to  feel  the 
charm  ?  And  hush,  what  is  that  dimple  on  the 
water  ?  By  Walton's  shade,  a  rising  trout ;  a 
merry  fellow,  if  not  very  large,  for  he  feedeth 
right  gallantly.  On  the  whole  I  was  very  well 
satisfied  with  the  result  of  my  initial  inspection. 
That  it  was  a  pretty  stream  there  was  no  denying, 
although  it  flowed  through  desolate  wastes. 

That  most  rivers  have  their  peculiarities  is  a 
rule  to  which  the  Fair  was  no  exception ;  and  not 
the  least  of  these  was  that  only  about  three  miles 
of  its  course  were  worth  fishing.  This  part  I  did 
not  find  at  once,  consequently  my  early 
experiences  were  disappointing.  I  was  surprised 
at  getting  nothing  bigger  than  ^Ib  or  |lb.,  for  I 
felt  confident  that  the  river  contained  better.  I 
fished  exclusively  with  the  wet  fly,  and  it  was  not 
until  the  latter  end  of  May  that  I  first  discovered, 
almost  accidentally,  the  great  opportunities 
which  the  dry  fly  presented. 

On  the  morning  in  question  I  arrived  early  and 
full  of  hope,  for  a  westerly  wind  and  cloudy  sky 
promised  some  lively  sport.  The  promise, 
however,  was  not  fulfilled.  By  two  o'clock  only 
four  fish  averaging  some  6oz.  were  in  the  creel, 
and,  pour  comble  de  malheur,  I  broke  my  only  top. 
The  sandwich  string  was  requisitioned,  a  rough 
splice  made,  and  after  a  pull  at  the  flask  to 
restore  my  equanimity,  I  returned  once  more  to 
the  attack.  Below  a  willow  on  the  opposite  bank 
was  a  likely  hold  for  a  trout.  While  on  the  very 
point  of  casting  I  beheld,  sailing  down  the  stream, 
a  handsome  speckled  May  Fly,  perhaps  the  first 
of  the  season.  As  he  passed  the  spot  where  I  had 
intended  to  cast  he  was  seized  from  below  with  a 
suck  which  betokened  a  giant  and  an  epicure.  In 
a  trice  my  fly,  a  Hawthorne,  was  over  him.  He 
made  a  splashing  rise,  and  missed. 

I  had  two  or  three  May  Flies,  relics  of  a  season 
spent  in  England,  and  it  was  the  work  of  a 
moment  to  put  up  a  little  yellow  one,  and  to 
present  it  in  a  pleasing  fashion.  There  was  a 
rush,  a  wave  in  the  water,  and  I  was  in  him  !  He 
jumped  into  the  air,  ran  out  several  yards  of  line, 
and  plunged  into  a  bed  of  weeds.  Getting 
quickly  down  below  him,  I  endeavoured  with  a 
straight  line  to  draw  him  out,  but  for  all  the 
response  he  made  I  might  as  well  have  been  haul- 
ing at  a  rock.  There  was  nothing  for  it  but  to 
shorten  up,  and  try  to  roust  him  out  with  the 
handle  of  the  landing  net.   After  »  few  viciouB 


prods  he  appeared,  but  to  my  astonishment  did 
not  rush  off  afresh,  but  kept  quite  still  in  the 
water,  just  out  of  reach  of  the  net.  When  I 
mounted  the  May  Fly  I  had  entirely  forgotten  to 
remove  the  dropper  which  was  on  my  cast,  so 
naturally, it  had  hooked  up  firmly  in  the  weeds. 
There  was  no  choice  now  but  to  lose  the  fish  or 
step  into  water  up  to  my  knees  to  land  him. 
Choosing  the  latter  alternative,  I  soon  had  him 
safely  on  the  bank,  a  thick,  golden  fellow,  of 
rather  more  than  a  pound — not  quite  the  whale  I 
expected,  but  in  the  very  pink  of  condition. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  the  really  capital 
sport  I  enjoyed  for  the  rest  of  the  season.  During 
the  May  Fly,  which,  though  never  in  abundance, 
lasted  throughout  the  month  of  June,  I  made 
several  pretty  good  bags,  and  got  at  last  amongst 
the  big  ones.  The  fish,  unaccustomed  to  a  dry 
fly,  took  it  with  confidence ;  would  on  some  occa- 
sions positively  rush  at  it.  Nor  was  there  the 
necessity  for  the  very  accurate  casting  which  the 
capture  of  a  chalk  stream  fish  requires.  Put  a  fly 
tolerably  close  to  a  feeding  trout,  and  he  would 
probably  have  it.  Later  on,  in  spite  of  unfavour- 
able weather,  I  managed  to  secure  an  occasional 
fish  even  in  the  lowest  water  of  July  and  August, 
when  to  attempt  to  use  the  wet  fly  would  have 
been  a  simple  waste  of  time.  The  finest  tackle 
and  the  smallest  flies,  of  course,  were  needed ; 

000  hackle  or  Pink  Wickhams  were  very  pfiicacious 
in  July,  and  later  slightly  larger  Olive  Quills  and 
Red  Spinners  were  the  most  destructive.  The 
weeds  by  then  had  grown  so  rank  that  I  had  a 
long,  long  list  of  losses  to  record.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  choose  when  a  heavy  fish  was  hooked 
between  the  probability  of  a  smash  if  one  was 
hard  upon  him,  or  the  certainty  of  a  hopeless 
hang  up  if  gentle  means  were  adopted.  My  flies, 
of  course,  I  procured  from  England,  for  the 
Dublin  tackle  shops  are  much  behind  the  times  in 
this  particular  department  of  dressing,  A  Test 
trout  would  probably  have  indigestion  for  a  fort- 
night at  the  mere  sight  of  one  of  the  feathered 
monstrosities  which,  they  designate  dry  flies. 

It  is  a  strange  thing  that  dry-fly  fishing  has  as 
yet  been  so  little  practised  in  Ireland.  Some  of  the 
rivers  are  particularly  well-adapted  to  it,  and  it  is 
undoubtedly  the  best  way  to  kill  the  best  fish. 
Sir  Edward  Grey  mentions  in  his  book  his  own 
success  by  this  method.  A  friend  of  mine  has  had 
similar  experiences,  for  when  fishing,  this  spring, 
in  some  of  the  small  streams  which  feed  the 
Midland  lakes,  he  astonished  the  natives  by 
capturing  some  capital  trout,  which  they  had 
previously  thought  to  be  unapproachable.  Next 
day,  no  doubt,  a  dozen  double-handed  rods 
whipped  the  stream  from  end  to  end  without  the 
slightest  result,  for  they  knew  not  the  secret  of 
the  cautious  stalk,  the  tiny  olive  quill,  the  touch 
of  parafin,  which  enticed  the  graid  3-pounder 
that  graced  the  angler's  creel.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
dry  fly  will  have  to  be  used  in  many  parts  of 
Ireland,  for  fish  are  becoming  annually  shyer,  and, 
alas,  fewer  also.  It  is  the  exception  now  to  hear 
of  those  big  bags  which  were  the  rule  not  long 
ago ;  and  if  the  Irish  fisherman  -wishes  to  hold  his 
own  with  the  fish,  he  must  follow  in  the  footsteps 
which  his  brethren  of  England  have  found  it 
necessary  to  tread.  Without  any  wish  to  pose  as 
an  exclusive  dry-flyer,  I  would  nevertheless, 
point  out  that  the  wet-fly  man  disturbs  a  dozen 
fish  where  the  dry-fly  man  disturbs  one,  without, 
as  a  rule,  making  a  bigger  bag.  Of  course,  there 
are  rivers,  and  rivers.  It  would  be  absurd  to  dry 
fly  on  the  Liffey,  for  instance,  on  the  Co.  Wicklow 
streams,  or  Kerry's  mountain  burns  ;  but  where 
the  dry  fly  is  possible,  and  likely  to  be  profitable, 

1  should  b»  glad  to  see  it  given  a  trial. 
Perhaps  this  is  all  a  riverside  fancy — one  of 

those  fair  visions  which  whispering  waters 
instinctively  suggest.  Those  for  which  my  dear 
stream  is  responsible  are  not  the  least  among  the 
many  debts  I  owe  it.  There  is  something 
peculiarly  attractive  about  the  Indian  belief  of  a 
happy  hunting  ground.  Often  have  I  thought  of 
streams  more  sweet  in  scenes,  more  beautiful  than 
any  earthly  eye  can  see,  of  phantom  fish  for 
ever  on  the  rise,  of  flies  that  whip  not  off,  reels 
that  never  over-run,  of  flowers  fragrant,  bees  that 
have  no  sting,  where  weeds  are  never  cut,  and  yet 
grow  not  too  long ;  where  are  no  ducks,  no  wasps, 
and,  best  of  all,  no  midges.  A  fisherman's 
paradise,  perhaps,  you  say.  Ah,  but  would  it 
beP  Mabe  Bekoh. 
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FISHERIES  (IRELAND)  BILLS. 

Two  Bills  have  been  introduced  into  Parliament 
during  the  present  session  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  Fisheries  in  Ireland,  under  the 
respective  titles  of  the  Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland) 
Acts  Amendment  BiU  and  the  Fisheries  (Ireland) 
Acts  Amendment  Bill.  The  first  of  these  two 
Bills  is  identical  word  for  word  with  a  Bill 
under  the  same  title  which  was  brought  in  last 
year  and  dropped  before  it  reached  second  reading, 
and  deals  only  with  salmon.  The  piu-poses  of  this 
Bill  are  set  forth  in  clauses  4  and  6.  Clause  4 
provides  that : 

"  In  all  the  watercourses  or  other  channels 
constructed  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  water 
for  any  purpose  from  any  river  frequented  by 
salmon  to  any  mill  or  other  premises,  there  shall 
be  placed,  fixed,  maintained,  and  kept  in  thorough 
repair  by  the  owner  or  occupier  of  such  mill  or 
other  premises,  at  his  own  expense,  at  the  points 
of  divergence  from  and  return  to  such  river, 
gratings  having  iron  bars,  placed  vertically,  not 
more  than  2in.  apart,  so  as  to  effectually  prevent 
the  passage  of  salmon  into  such  watercourses  or 
other  channels." 

Clause  6  introduces  a  similar  provision  to  deal 
with  the  case  of  "  watercourses  or  other  channels 
constructed  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  water 
for  any  purpose  from  any  river  frequented  by 
salmon  to  any  mill  or  other  premises  the 
machinery  of  which  is  worked  by  means  of  a 
turbine  or  similar  hydraulic  machine."  Power 
shall  lie  with  the  inspectors  of  fisheries,  under 
certain  conditions,  to  grant  exemption  from  the 
provisions  of  these  two  sections. 

Clause  9  provides  that  a  board  of  conservators, 
with  the  consent  of  the  inspectors  of  fisheries, 
may  adopt  such  means  as  they  shall  approve  for 
preventing  the  ingress  of  salmon  into  streams  in 
which  they  or  their  spawning  beds  are,  from  the 
nature  of  the  channel,  liable  to  be  destroyed. 

The  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill 
contains  provisions  relating  to  trout  as  well  as 
salmon.  In  part,  it  deals  with  the  question  of 
pollution.  Clauses  5  and  7  prohibit  the  discharge 
into  any  river  or  lake  of  any  water  in  which  flax 
or  hemp  has  been  steeped,  and  the  throwing, 
emptying,  or  discharging  into  any  river  or  lake  of 
any  dye  stuff  or  other  deleterious  or  poisonous 
liquid  or  matter  proceeding  from  any  mill, 
factory,  or  manufacturing  process.  Clause  8 
incorporates  and  extends  the  provisions  of  the 
Malicious  Damage  Act,  1861,  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  poisoning  with  intent  to  kill  or  destroy  fish,  to 
"any  river  frequented  by  salmon."  Clause  9 
renders  any  person  throwing  into  or  using  in  any 
lake,  river,  or  estuary,  or  having  in  his  possession 
near  any  lake,  river,  or  estuary,  dynamite  or  other 
explobive  compounds  with  intent  to  destroy  salmon 
or  other  fish,  liable  on  summary  conviction  to  a 
heavy  fine,  or  to  a  term  of  imprisonment  with  or 
without  bard  labour. 

Other  clauses  in  this  Bill  deal  with  the  penalties 
to  be  inflicted  for  omitting  or  failing  to  make  in 
dams,  weirs,  dykes,  or  other  erections,  such 
provision  for  the  free  passage  of  salmon,  trout, 
and  other  fish  as  is  required  by  section  63  of 
1}  and  6  Victoria,  c  106 ;  tor  three  or  more  persons 
being  found  in  concert  at  night  illegally  killing 
salmon;  for  any  person  having  in  possession 
salmon  or  trout  caught  in  close  season  ;  and  for 
using  fixed  cribs  and  other  devices  for  the  capture 
of  trout  in  waters  frequented  by  salmon  during 
such  periods  as  may  be  or  may  have  been  fixed  as 
the  close  time  for  fishing  for  salmon  by  means 
other  than  by  angling  with  single  rod  and  line. 
On  the  last  page  but  one  of  the  Bill  clause  17 
repeals  sections  65  &  78  of  5  &  6  ^fict.  c.  106, 
and  section  40  of  13  &  14  Vict.  c.  88,  and 
enacts  in  lieu  thereof  if  any  person  shall  have  or 
ute  in  any  fiesh  waters,  river,  or  lake,  or  on  the 
banks  thereof,  at  any  season  of  the  year  for  the 
purposes  of,  or  with  the  intent  of,  taking  salmon  or 
other  huh,  any  light  or  fire  of  any  kind,  or  any  spear 
(except  eel  spears),  lister,  stroke-haul,  dreedraw, 
or  other  such  instrument,  otter  or  gaff  (except 
when  the  latter  implement  is  used  solely  as 
auxiliary  to  angling  legally  with  rod  and  line,  or 
for  the  purposes  of  removing  fish  from  any  legal 
weir  or  box  by  the  owners  or  occupiers  thereof), 
or  any  net  (except  a  lawful  net  had  or  used  the 
owner  of  a  several  fishery  or  his  licensee  within 
the  limits  thereof),  or  if  any  person  shall  be  found 
at   !iny   time   chasing,   injuring,  or  disturbing 


spawning  fish  or  fish  on  the  spawning  beds,  or 
attempting  to  catch  fish  in  such  places  (except 
with  rod  and  flies  only  within  the  lawful  period), 
or  damming  or  teeming  or  emptying  any  weir, 
watercourse,  rivercourse,  or  millrace,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  or  destroying  any  salmon  or 
trout  or  fry  thereof,  every  person  so  offending 
shall  forfeit  all  such  instruments  and  implements, 
and  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
£10,  and  of  not  less  than  £4.  This  clause  seems  to 
cover  all  the  diabolical  devices  which  may  enter 
into  the  mind  of  man  for  the  illegal  capture  or 
injury  of  fish.  But  what  of  the  words  "  except 
with  rod  and  flies  only  within  the  lawful " — are 
they  inserted  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  use  of  a 
prawn  or  a  minnow  ?  A.  H. 


SALMON  HATCHING  IN  NORWAY. 


It  can  hardly  be  said  that  the  natural  con- 
ditions which  obtain  on  the  majority  of  Norwegian 
streams  are  favourable  to  the  reproduction  of 
salmon,  and  from  one  cause  and  another — severe 
frost,  shrinkage  in  the  volume  of  water,  violent 
floods,  the  formation  of  bottom  and  drift  ice,  and 
so  on — an  immense  destruction  of  spawn  annually 
takes  place.  The  importance  of  artificial  hatching 
as  calculated  to  atone  in  some  degree,  at  any 
rate,  for  this  destruction,  has  long  been  acknow- 
ledged, and,  mainly  with  the  object  of  studying 
the  latest  and  most  approved  methods  in  this 
connection,  the  inspector  paid  a  visit  to  America 
in  1893,  the  result  of  which  he  summarises  in  an 
article  recently  published,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  translation :  "  In  this,  as  in  other  countries, 
the  artificial  hatching  out  of  fish  spawn  has 
hitherto  been  conducted  in  such  a  manner  that 
the  fry  are  given  their  freedom  as  soon  as  the 
necessity  for  food  arises,  the  result  being  that 
these  experiments,  when  on  a  large  scale,  have 
resulted  in  great  loss  and  heavy  cost,  if,  indeed, 
they  have  not  proved  absolutely  fruitless.  It  is 
evident,  therefore,  that  much  will  be  gained 
should  methods  be  discovered  which,  without 
disproportionate  loss  and  expense,  admit  of  the 
development  of  the  young  fish  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time — the  delicate  fry  being  clearly 
more  likely  to  suffer  from  the  numerous  enemies 
which  exist  in  their  nativn  element  than  those 
more  fully  developed.  Attempts  to  find  out  such 
methods  are  therefore  steadily  prosecuted,  and,  in 
so  far  as  regards  the  kind  of  fry  which  at  hatch- 
ing time  are  of  considerable  size,  salmon  and 
trout  especially,  great  advances  have  been  made 
of  late  years  abroad,  particularly  in  America. 
Principally  with  a  view  to  making  myself 
personally  acquainted  with  the  outcome  of  these 
e.Kperiments,  I  visited  during  the  summer  of  1893 
the  Chicago  Exhibition  at  the  expense  of  the 
Government,  as  well  also  as  a  number  of  hatcheries 
in  the  United  States ;  and,  as  a  result  of  the 
observations  made  on  this  journey,  I  proposed  the 
construction  in  1894  of  a  fish  hatchery  for  salmon 
at  the  farm  of  Ultern,  on  the  Drammera  River, 
based  upon  the  system  most  generally  adopted  in 
North  America  for  the  development  of  fry  until 
well  on  in  autumn.  The  proposal  obtained  the 
appisoval  both  of  the  Government  and  the 
Storthing,  and  the  establishment  was  therefore 
erected  during  the  summer  of  1895  at  a  cost  of  a 
little  over  SOOOkr.  It  consists  principally  of  two 
houses,  one  of  which  is  devoted  entirely  to 
development,  the  other  to  hatching,  in  the  first 
place,  and  afterwards  to  the  development  of  a 
portion  of  the  fry.  In  the  houses  development  is 
carried  on  in  the  same  kind  of  boxes  as  those 
used  for  hatching  purposes— substantially  of  the 
same  construction  as  the  old  '  thetting '  gravel 
boxes,  except  that  the  gravel  is  removed  before 
feeding  is  begun. 

"  But  besides  these  a  number  of  fry  are  reared  in 
a  series  of  small  ponds  situated  in  the  open  air.  In 
the  building  devoted  both  to  hatching  and  develop- 
ment, only  water  from  two  springs — conducted 
into  the  house  through  closed  channels — is  used ; 
while  in  the  rearing  house,  situated  a  little  below 
the  other,  in  addition  to  that  which  has  passed 
through  the  hatching  house  and  the  ponds,  water, 
also  conducted  through  closed  channels  from  the 
little  open  stream  formed  by  the  same  springs,  is 
employed. 

"  In  the  hatching  house  there  were  laid  down,  in 
the  course  of  November  and  December,  1895,  in 
all  some  seventy-nine    litres    of  impregnated 


salmon  roe — about  470,000 ;  but  of  these  some 
80,000  were  sent  to  other  places  before  being 
hatched  out,  as  I  considered  it  undesirable  that  in 
the  establishment's  first  year,  and  before  a  practi- 
cal knowledge  of  this  method  of  developing  had 
been  acquired  in  this  country  (Norway),  to  set  to 
work  with  so  large  a  number  of  fry  as  the  above- 
named  quantity  of  roe  would  yield.    For  the  same 
reason,  after  hatching  had  taken  place,  and  before 
development  had  commenced,  another  60,000  were 
put  in  the  river.    After  this  there  remained  in  the 
establishment  about  280,000,  some  10  per  cent, 
having  died  before  hatching.    (This  death-rate 
may  be  considered  very  satisfactory  for  a  first  year, 
and  in  future  it  may  be  expected  to  be  reduced. 
Feeding  began  on  June  20,  and  continued  until  a  , 
little  beyond    the    middle    of   October,  whdS 
the  fry  were  released,  partly  in  the  Dra^| 
mere    river,    and    partly    in    its  tributari^B 
Only  the  raw  liver  of  slaughtered  animals  w9 
used  as  food.    It  was  ground  in  a  fine  handmifl 
When  the  fry  were  young  each  portion  wjH 
ground  five  times ;  when  they  were  grown,  on^ 
four  times ;  and  finally,  only  three  times.  The 
prepared  liver  was  mixed  with  water  to  the 
consistency  of  porridge,  and  of  this  a  portion  was 
thrown  four  times  a  day  into  the  boxes  and  dams, 
where  it  was  greedily  eaten  by  the  fry.    It  was 
necessary  to  give  portions  of  a  size  sufficiently 
small  to  ensure  their  being  eaten  in  a  short  space 
of  time.    This,  however,  requires  experience,  and 
on  account  of  insufficient  knowledge  upon  this  ' 
important  point  a  considerable  amount  of  food, 
and  no  doubt  also  a  number  of  fry,  was  destroyed. 
Altogether,  some  500  kilos,  of  liver,  costing  about 
200  kroner,  were  used,  the  other  expenses  slightly 
exceeding  1800  kroner  (£100).    In  order  to  verify 
the  growth  of  the  fry,  a  couple  of  hundred  of  those 
most  lately  hatched  out  (about  April  20y  were 
placed  in  a  special  box  in  the  hatching  house,  and 
on  the  first  day  of  all  the  following  months  up  to 
Oct.  1  a  small  number  were  removed,  placed 
in  spirits,  and  later  were  handed  over  to  the 
University  Zoological  Museum.    The  fry's  growth 
from  month  to  month  wiU.  be  seen  from  the 
following   table,  their  length  being  given  in 
mill  met  res : 

"May  1,  22mm. ;  June  1,  24mm. ;  July  1,  27.5 
mm. ;  Aug.  1,  40mm. ;  Sep.  1,  52  5mm. ;  Oct.  1, 
62.0mm.  Later  than  Oct.  1,  no  specimens  of  this 
lot  of  fry  were  taken,  the  remainder  were  released 
along  with  the  other  fry  about  the  middle  of  that 
month.  When  on  Oct.  16  the  ponds  were  emptied, 
however,  a  number  of  the  largest  fry  were  picked 
out,  and  were  found  to  measure  up  to  83mm.  It 
will  be  observed  that  while  the  fry  from  the  time 
of  hatching  out  up  to  the  developing  stage — that 
is  to  say  when  they  have  a  length  of  from  25mm. 
to  27mm.,  only  grow  very  inconsiderably,  the  rate 
of  growth  after  feeding  commenced  was  much 
more  rapid — so  much  so  that  the  fry  let  out  in  the 
middle  of  October  were  two  and  a  half  times  as 
long,  and  probably  about  ten  times  as  heavy  as 
when  feeding  began  ;  and  it  seems  evident  that 
fry  so  fully  developed  must  unquestionably  be 
more  capable  of  resisting  the  many  dangers  to 
which  they  are  exposed  in  the  water  systems  than 
those  let  out  in  the  usual  manner.  When  it  is 
considered  that  rearing  young  fry  has  always  been 
looked  upon  as  very  difficult,  and  thit  as  long  as 
those  in  c  barge  do  not  possess  personal  experience, 
the  results  of  this,  our  first  experiment  on  a  large 
scale  of  rearing  artificially-hatched  fry,  must  be 
considered  extremely  good.  The  entire  loss  during 
the  feeding  period  was  just  25  per  cent.,  and  in 
future  still  more  favourable  results  may  be  looked 
for,  as  several  of  the  causes  of  mortality  which  have 
hitherto  obtained  ate  of  suchanature  that  they  can, 
without  difficulty,  be  obviated.  For  rearing  in  the 
ponds  it  is  particularly  satisfactory  that  the 
present  Storthing  has  granted  means  for  the 
supply  of  additional  water,  as  hitherto  the  quantity  ] 
available,  although  sufficient  for  hatching  pur-  i 
poses,  has  been  too  small  for  the  rearing  ponds,  ' 
of  which,  therefore,  several  remained  unemployed. 
It  is  obvious  that  in  a  short  time  the  experiment 
above  referred  to  will  lead  to  a  complete  revolu 
tion  in  the  artifi-jial  hatching  of  salmon  fry  in  our 
country.  In  so  far  as  the  plan  seems  to  promise 
— and  there  would  seem  to  be  no  ground  for 
doubt — the  old  system  of  letting  out  the  fry 
should  be  given  up  to  the  greatest  possible 
extent,  and  instead  they  should  be  retained  and 
fed  until  winter  is  at  hand  (to  do  so  longer  would, 
under  our  weather  conditions,  be  impracticable). 
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but  as  the  plan  requires  a  much  greater  outlay 
than  the  old  one,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  many 
private  persons  -will  set  about  it.  In  view,  too,  of 
the  overwhelming  increase  in  the  number  of 
contrivances  for  the  capture  of  salmon  in  the  sea 
the  prospect  of  the  hatcher  reaping  any  substan- 
tial result  from  his  labours  is  small.  The  con- 
duct, therefore,  of  artificial  hatching  operations 
in  their  new  form  must  be  undertaken  by  the 
State,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  establishments 
for  this  purpose,  based  upon  the  feeding  principle, 
will  in  the  near  future  be  at  work  in  different 
parts  of  the  country."  In  the  report  upon  the  Fresh- 
water Fisheries  of  Norway  for  the  years  1865-66, 
published  in  April  this  year,  an  experiment  made 
by  Mr.  F.  N.  Clark,  manager  of  the  United  States 
Government  Hatchery  at  Northville,  Michigan,  is 
quoted  in  the  above  connection.  One  hundred  fry 
(trout  or  char)  which  had  attained  the  stage  at 
which  they  used  formerly  to  be  released — that  is  to 
say,  when  they  began  to  require  food — were  placed 
in  a  receiver  2.5m.  long,  0  6m.  wide,  and  46cm. 
deep,  twelve  yearling  fry  being  also  introduced. 
In  another  receiver  of  the  same  dimensions  were 
put  twelve  yearling  fry  and  six  three-year-old 
trout.  In  six  hours  the  whole  of  the  100  young 
fry  had  been  devoured  by  the  twelve  yearlings,  but 
of  the  latter  in  the  other  receiver  only  two  had 
been  disposed  of  next  day  by  the  three-year-old 
fish." 

That  large  government  salmon  hatcheries,  con- 
ducted on  lines  such  as  those  described  by  the 
inspector,  must  undoubtedly  conduce  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  Ivorwegian  salmon  fisheries 
generally  seems  evident,  but  although  they  are, 
and  of  necessity  must  be,  carried  on  within  the 
domains  of  the  river  proprietors,  the  latter  will 
reap  only  a  very  small  proportion  of  whatever 
benefit  may  accrue.  Indeed,  the  more  satisfactory 
the  ultimate  result,  the  more  powerful  will  be  the 
weapon  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  bagnetsmen  on 
the  coast,  the  determined  enemies  of  the  river 
fishing  proprietors  and  of  rational  salmon  fishing 
legislation.  When  the  desired  improvement  takes 
place  the  sea  fishermea  wUl  be  the  principal 
gainers,  and  it  will  be  hard  to  convince  the  men 
who  in  public  meeting  assembled  assert  that 
salmon  spawn  in  salt  water ;  that  the  coast 
fishermen  are  absolutely  independent  of  the  river 
proprietors  and  whatever  they  may  do,  and  that 
twenty-four  hours  is  a  sufficient  weekly  close 
time — it  will  be  hard,  I  say,  to  convince  such 
people  that  any  steady  improvement  in  their 
annual  takes  is  due  to  artificial  propagation  con- 
ducted in  fresh  water  for  the  general  benefit,  and 
not  to  the  natural  conditions,  in  the  continuance 
of  which — in  spite  of  the  destructive  policy 
they  pursue — they  appear  to  place  such  implicit 
faith. 

From  the  English  sportsman's  point  of  view  it 
can  hardly  be  said  that  salmon  angling  matters 
in  Norway  are  very  satisfactory.  Bad  seasons 
are  of  unpleasantly  frequent  occurrence.  The 
rents  demanded  are  second  only  to  those  which 
obtain  in  Scotland,  and  on  the  coast  there  are  now 
some  7000  bagnets  in  use  during  the  season,  while 
the  number  of  net- marked  fish — grilse  as  well  as 
salmon — that  are  captured  with  the  rod  point  to 
frequent  infractions  of  the  law,  both  as  regards 
the  weekly  close  time,  and  the  size  of  the  mesh 
employed.  Rugdb. 


A  FULL  DARENTH. 


It  is  some  years  since  such  a  capital  head  of 
water  has  been  seen  to  herald  the  opening  of  the 
season  on  our  pretty  Kentish  river.  If  only  the 
head  of  fish  is  of  equal  quality  we  may  expect  a 
good  season  indeed. 

Of  this  I  can  give  no  assurance,  for  in  the 
course  of  my  investigations  the  other  evening  I 
could  not  see  a  sign  of  a  trout  anywhere,  though 
I  know  their  haunts  well,  and  the  water  was  clear. 
The  weather  was  calm  and  not  very  cold,  and  a 
few  fish,  especially  of  the  smaller  sort,  should 
have  been  moving.  I  have  often  seen  them  in 
previous  seasons  at  about  the  same  date. 

Of  course,  my  failure  to  see  fish  does  not  prove 
them  absent,  or  even  scarce,  for  most  of  the  trout, 
and  especially  the  larger  ones,  are  hidden  under 
the  banks  and  in  the  deeper  holes  till  April,  or 
even  till  May,  and  there  was  no  fly,  or  scarcely 
any,  to  tempt  them  out.  It  was  quite  a  pleasure 
to  see  the  clear,  full  current  flowing  at  a  splendid 


Eace  and  nearly  filling  the  river  from  bank  to 
ank,  and  the  bed  of  the  stream  looked  cleaner 
and  more  wholesome  than  I  have  seen  it  for 
years. 

I  hear  disquieting  rumours  as  to  the  increase  of 
the  pike  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  stream  beyond 
Eynsford. 

The  stretch  of  water  nearest  to  Eynsford  has 
been  well  cleared  of  these  pests,  but  above  this 
complaints  are  rife  as  to  their  increase. 

There  ai-e  a  good  many  also  down  below, 
towards  Dartford ;  but  they  are  not,  I  think,  as 
numerous  as  formerly.  Unfortunately,  however, 
the  same  remark  applies  to  the  trout. 

With  regard  to  the  date  at  which  the  season 
opens  it  is  sometimes  as  early  as  April  1  on  the 
Lion  water ;  but  this  year  there  is  no  chance,  I 
think,  of  the  fish  being  in  condition  so  early,  and 
I  much  doubt  if  the  larger  fish  will  be  at  all  fit  to 
take  even  at  Eabter ;  so  anglers  should  be 
prepared  to  put  some  of  their  fish  back — if  they 
catch  any — because  they  are  out  of  condition,  and 
the  rest  because  they  are  under  size. 

Light  baskets  must  be  the  order  of  the  day  at 
best — as  far  as  sportsmanlike  anglers  are  con- 
cerned ;  and  it  may  be  safely  prophesied  that  the 
wet  fly  will,  for  the  first  few  weeks  at  least,  have 
a  great  advantage  over  the  dry 

J.  Paul  Taylor. 


ATTER  THE  FLOOD. 


The  waters  had  begun  to  subside,  and  rivers 
which  had  run  riot  for  days  had  receded  to  their 
ordinary  and  accustomed  channels,  when  I 
ventured  forth  on  angling  intent,  feeling  that 
although  streams  might  yet  be  high,  and  currents 
strong,  the  sand,  mud,  and  clay  which  had  been 
held  in  suspension  during  the  flood  would  to  a 
great  extent  have  disappeared  and  have  left  the 
water  just  the  very  tint  for  successful  roach 
fishing.  The  Colne,  which  I  proposed  to  favour 
with  my  presence,  I  knew  fined  down  rapidly ; 
besides,  even  if  the  main  stream  should  prove 
too  fast  to  operate  upon,  numerous  eddies 
presented  themselves  to  my  mind's  eye,  which  I 
felt  pretty  confident  I  should  not  fish  without 
reward  of  some  kind  or  sort. 

When  I  reached  the  railway  station,  close  to 
the  river,  a  glance  around  me  showed  that  there 
were  still  acres  upon  acres  of  meadow  and 
pasture  land  still  under  water;  but  the  river 
itself  was  well  within  bounds,  although  its  career 
to  the  Thames  was  at  a  headlong  pace,  a  sure 
sign  that  eddies  and  lay-byes  would  alone  be 
fishable  with  any  prospect  of  sport.  The  banks 
in  places  were  in  a  shocking  state.  Sand,  mud, 
and  debris  of  all  kinds  were  deposited  to  the 
thickness  of  some  inches.  Indeed,  in  the  first 
spot  I  tackled  (a  certain  find  in  the  autumn  for 
big  thumping  roach  and  heavy  chub)  I  had  to 
stand  in  .Sin.  or  4in.  of  elimy  mud,  left  behind 
when  the  river  ran  down.  The  swim  was  one  of 
the  best  I  knew  of,  and  the  discomfort  of 
standing  ankle  deep  in  the  mire  (neutralised 
somewhat  by  my  wearing  a  stout  pair  of 
rubber  boots,  which  I  had  with  forethought 
donned  previous  to  setting  out  upon  the  trip)  had 
to  be  endured.  The  roach,  however,  were  not  at 
home  on  this  occasion,  for  in  an  hour  I  took  but 
half  a  dozen,  and  these  not  being  worth  keeping 
were  returned  as  soon  as  caught.  By  way  of  a 
change  I  tried  a  deep  swim  almost  in  the  centre 
of  the  river  with  a  heavily  shotted  float,  but 
although  I  had  four  fish  out  of  it,  I  did  not  con- 
sider it  advisable  to  waste  time  over  it,  but  hied 
to  a  large  eddy,  which  I  hoped  and  anticipated 
might  yield  better  results.  By  wading  through  a 
couple  of  fields  where  there  were  still  two  or  three 
inches  of  water  covering  what  would  soon  burst 
into  glorious  springy  turf,  I  was  glad  to  deposit 
my  traps  near  a  quiet  place  I  had  made  for,  and 
rest  a  brief  while  before  recommencing  business. 
I  knew  the  depth  of  the  swim  to  a  nicety,  so  that 
there  was  no  necessity  to  make  a  disturbance  by 
plumbing  it.  The  usual  few  small  knobs  of 
ground-bait  were  cast  in  slightly  upstream,  and  I 
ate,  drank,  and  smoked  the  pipe  of  peace  before 
getting  to  work. 

The  bait  I  had  been  using  all  along  was  cru&t, 
but  not  a  touch  could  I  get  with  it  in  my  new 
quarters.  Small  cubes,  large  cubes,  medium- 
sized  cubes,  white  cubes,  brown  cubes,  and  piebald 
cubes  were  all  passed  by  unnoticed,  and  I  could 


not  for  the  life  of  me  make  out  what  was  up. 
The  eddy  was  a  perfect  one  to  fish,  my  tackle  was 
of  the  finest,  and  the  colour  of  the  water  every- 
thing a  roach  fisher  could  desire.  I  need  hardly 
add  that  the  man  at  the  end  of  the  rod  was  seated 
almost  as  motionless  as  a  statue  three  yards  away 
from  the  edge  of  the  stream. 

I  had  almost  decided  to  make  a  third  move 
when  I  saw  a  roach  or  two  begin  to  prime — not 
by  any  means,  however,  a  sign  that  lh«y  would 
take  a  bait.  They  were  in  the  neighbourhood,  at 
all  events,  which  was  some  comfort,  although  for 
the  moment  they  would  have  none  of  my  dainty 
cubes.  Perhaps,  I  thought,  half  a  dozen  gentles 
would  draw  them  out  of  their  shells,  and  no 
sooner  had  the  idea  entered  my  head  than  I 
opened  the  usual  oval-shaped  perforated  box 
only  to  find  five  live  wrigglers  in  it,  the  rest 
having  turned  to  chrysalis.  However,  the  whole 
of  the  former  were  duly  impaled  on  the  bright 
crystal  and  launch<>d  forth  to  see  whether  they 
would  be  treated  with  the  same  disdain  as  their 
predecessor — crust.  Hardly  had  the  bait  settled 
when  under  went  the  float,  and  as  quickly  as 
possible  a  fib.  roach  was  landed.  The  five  gentles 
had  not  received  much  of  a  mauling,  and  as  I 
had  no  further  supply  I  continued  fishing  with 
what  I  had  on.  Again  the  tell-tale  disappeared 
in  no  uncertain  fashion,  and  a  ^-pounder  fell  a 
victim  to  his  curiosity  to  sample  the  bait.  It  was 
pitched  overboard  into  the  fast  water  to  get  it 
out  of  the  way.  But  four  gentles — or  rather 
what  was  left  of  them — now  remained. 

A  third  roach  followed,  taking  off  another 
gentle.  A  fourth  one  collared  the  third  maggot, 
and  a  fifth  one  chawed  up  the  two  remaining 
gentles  so  much  that  there  was  only  skin  remain- 
ing. But  I  got  a  sixth  fish,  one  of  lib  ,  with  the 
remnants,  though  I  could  not  persuade  a  seventh 
fish  to  come  up  to  the  scratch.  Still,  half  a 
dozen  good  roach  with  five  gentles  is  not  bad 
work  after  all!  The  fish  took  them  most 
greedily,  and  I  regretted  exceedingly  that  I  had 
not  obtained  a  fresh  supply  before  setting  out  on 
my  excursion. 

I  was  forced  nolens  volens  to  resort  to  crust ; 
but  what  a  change  came  over  the  scene.  Faint 
taps,  momentary  stoppages  of  the  float,  slight 
movements  sideways,  undiscernible  almost  except 
to  a  quick  eye,  and'  fish  hooked  at  the  extremity 
of  the  swim  when  on  the  point  of  drawing  up 
without  a  bite  having  been  noticed,  were  now  the 
orders  of  the  day.  I  soon  shifted  to  a  new  pitch, 
as  I  was  only  getting  small  fry,  and  these  were 
few  and  far  between.  This  last  swim  was  what  I 
should  designate  a  very  tricky  one  to  fish.  Nine 
willow  trees,  each  5  ft.  apart  as  near  as  may  be, 
grew  along  the  banks,  their  branches  overhanging 
and  almost  touching  the  water.  The  water 
opposite  the  first  of  the  trees  was  but  18in.  deep, 
but  below  the  third  willow  it  went  from  4tt  to 
5ft.,  and  the  bottom,  too,  was  gravelly.  I  could 
not  work  the  swim  from  above  the  top  willow  by 
reason  of  the  projecting  branches  and  the  shallow 
water,  added  to  which  a  bush  jutted  out  just 
below  me,  necessitating  the  use  of  a  longish  rod 
to  get  clear  of  it.  But  what  I  could  do,  and  did 
do,  was  to  fish  between  the  first  and  second 
i  willow,  pushing  the  15ft.  rod  I  had  in  use  through 
!  the  branches,  where  there  was  an  opening  about 
8in.  square.  Quietly  dropping  the  line  in,  the 
current  carried  the  float  down  to  the  place  I 
desired  it  to  reach,  and  where  I  had  every  reason 
to  believe  the  roach  were.  I  was  not  far  wrong 
in  my  conjecture,  for  I  had  over  two  dozen  good 
fish  from  the  very  end  of  the  swim  where  the 
slight  hole  shallowed  up  again,  with  a  2  lb.  chub  into 
the  bargain.  It  was,  however,  a  difficult  task  to  land 
the  fish,  for  with  everyone  I  had  to  scramble  round 
the  top  willow  holding  on  with  the  right  hand, 
and  bringing  up  fish  after  fish  with  the  rod  in  my 
left  one.  The  top  of  the  rod  had  to  be  kept 
almost  level  with  the  surface  of  the  water,  to 
prevent  hangs  up,  I  venture  to  say  that  few 
visitors  ever  dreamed  of  tackling  such  a  swim, 
for  it  was  without  doubt  a  regular  "  teaser."  I 
am  bound,  however,  to  add  that  the  results  more 
than  atoned  for  the  trouble  and  acrobatic  per- 
formances brought  about  by  manipulating  it,  for 
on  weighing  the  half  dozen  roach  I  brought  away 
with  me,  the  remainder  having  been  turned  in 
again,  I  found  they  went  exactly  61b  1-ioz  ,  the 
three  best  examples  being  lovely,  thick,  well- 
conditioned  fish,  turning  the  scales  at  lib.  6oz., 
lib.  4oz.,   and  lib.  3oz.  respectively.     This  I 
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reckoned  was  not  by  any  means  a  bad  wind-up  to 
one  of  the  most  unsatisfactory  ooarse  fishing 
seasons,  all  things  said  and  done,  I  remember  for 
many  years  past.  The  Chiel. 


SPECIMEN    FISH  RECENTLY 
CAUGHT. 


On  most  rivers  the  angling  season  for  coarse 
lish  closed  on  the  14ih  inst.,  and  now  is  an 
opportune  time  to  chronicle  some  remarkable  fish 
which  have  been  caught  with  rod  and  line,  mostly 
in  English  waters  between  1896  and  1899 ;  and 
during  the  early  weeks  of  1900,  giving  the 
authentic  weights,  the  places  where,  and  the 
months  when  they  were  captured. 

Although  the  verification  of  weights  often 
entails  difficulty,  yet,  as  the  specimens  I  have 
tabulated  were,  as  a  rule,  weighed-in  at  respectable 
angling  clubs,  vouched  for  by  their  secretaries, 
and  entered  in  the  club  books,  the  weights,  &c.,  as 
given,  may  be  accepted  as  correct,  and  reliable ; 
and  I  hope  will  prove  interesting  to  anglers. 

Notwithstanding  many  fine  fish  have  been 
caught,  past  seasons,  owing  to  summer  droughts 
and  winter  floods,  were  not  very  successful  ones 
for  angling  sport  in  some  rivers  and  lakes ;  but 
trout,  especially  the  fario  of  the  Thames,  have 
come  well  to  the  front.  A  grand  specimen 
Thames  trout  of  lOjlb.  was  caught  last  season  by 
Mr.  Witherington,  junior,  in  Sonning  Weir  Pool ; 
and,  as  numerous  others  from  81b.  to  31b.  were 
captured  in  various  parts  of  the  Metropolitan 
river,  it  shows  conclusively  that  the  trout — and 
indeed  all  other  kinds  of  fish — are  well  and 
efficiently  preserved.  Many  large  pike  have  been 
caught,  notably  one  of  301b.  on  Nov.  22, 
1896,  in  Dagenham  Gulf,  Essex ;  also  a 
291b.  specimen  on  J  an.  7,  1897,  in  a  Norfolk 
broad,  and  another,  on  Feb.  26,  of  291b.;  also 
one  of  241b.,  on  March  4,  with  two  others  of  221b. 
each,  all  caught  in  the  same  locality ;  and  a  281b. 
Severn  pike ;  also  two  of  251b.  each  from  the 
Avon.  In  this  season  (1900)  pike  are  unusually 
forward  in  being  ready  to  spawn.  The  barbel 
fishing  of  the  Thames,  Lea,  and  Trent  has  been 
remarkably  good;  a  considerable  number  from 
lO^lb.  to  6^1b.  were  secured  by  anglers,  and  very 
great  quantities  of  less  weight.  In  addition  to 
the  large  bream  specified,  numerous  others 
between  51b.  and  31b.  each  were  caught ;  also 
many  fine  chub,  including  a  grand  specimen  of 
over  71b.  from  the  Trent.  Roach  were  plentiful 
and  of  good  size,  but  many  "  hybrid  "  bream  and 
and  roach  exceeding  25lb.  were  weighed-in  as  true 
roach.  Some  very  large  dace  also  were  "  basketed  " 
by  anglers  during  past  seasons.  Our  intention  is 
to  record  the  various  fine  fish,  vnth  their  authenti- 
cated weights,  caught  in  English  rivers  and  lakes 
during  each  season,  as  misleading  reports  have 
been  published  of  what  may  be  termed  "  mythical 
monsters,"  i.e.,  fish  which  never  existed,  except  in 
the  fertile  brain  of  some  inventive  pretender  or 
contributor,  whose  garbled  paragraphs,  culled 
from  angling  newspapers,  mislead  the  readers 
of  them,  and  disseminate  wonderful  and 
sensational  "  fishy  fables."  The  publication 
of  such  fictions  is  mischievous,  and  unless 
attention  is  called  to  these  false  reports,  it  is 
very  likely  that  many  mythical  fish  will  be  placed 
on  record  and  "  handed  down  "  as  having  been 
taken  in  various  waters.  A  well  known  authority 
writing  to  the  Times  (see  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell), 
said,  "  Ireland  has  been  credited  with  more  bogus 
salmon  than  any  country  we  know  of,"  and  this 
remark  applies  equally  well  to  Irish  pike. 

The  following  list  has  been  selected  from 
reports  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  the 
Field,  and  angling  items  given  by  other  journals, 
also  from  private  information  and  personal 
experiences : 

April,  1896, 
Thames  trout  from  Sfaines,  one,  91b.  8oz. 
Windsor,  one  each,  81b.  8oz.,  71b.  2oz.,  61b.  3oz., 
51b.  8oz.,  51b.  3oz.,  51b.  Marlow,  71b.  8oz.  Sun- 
bary,  71b.  2oz ,  61b.  Hampton  Court,  71b. 
Datchet,  61b.  Hedeor,  61b.  Shepperton,  51b.  14oz. 

Ma.t. 

Thames  trout  from  Sunbury,  91b.,  61b.  8oz.,  51b. 
Ohertsey,  81b.  ]2oz,,  51b.  8oz.  Shepperton, 
H\h.  Soz.,  71b.  12oz.,  71b.  8oz.,  51b.  Windsor, 
71b.  12oz.,  61b.  6oz.  Datchet,  81b.,  71b.  L«a  and 
Stort.  71b.  «oK.,  51b. 


June. 

Thames  trout  from  Boveney  Weir,  81b.  Soz. 
Sunbury,  51b.  Shepperton,  71b.  12oz.,  61b.  Soz. 
Walton,  a  bream,  61b.  Streatley,  chub,  51b. 
Derwent,  Yorkshire,  a  pike,  171b.  Trent, 
Newark,  barbel,  71b.  12oz.,  71b.  8oz.,  71b.  6oz. 

July. 

New  River,  Ware,  trout,  81b.  Soz.  Thames, 
Shepperton,  trout,  61b.  12oz.  Henley,  51b.  lloz. 
Teddington,  a  barbel,  71b.  Sunbury,  71b. 
Kingston,  a  bream,  51b.  12oz.  Blunham,  Ivel, 
51b.  7oz.  Windsor,  a  chub,  51b.  12oz.  Marlow, 
chub,  51b.  5oz.,  4lb.  12oz.,  41b.  lOoz.  St.  Neots, 
Ouse,  a  tench,  31b.  Lea,  roach,  21b.  Arundel, 
Sussex,  several  bags,  101b.  to  4lb.  each. 

August. 

Barton  Mills,  Cambridge,  a  trout,  51b.  12oz. 
Lincolnshire,  a  pike,  191b.  Derwent,  Torks., 
pike,  121b.  Thames,  Teddington,  barbel, 
101b.  8oz.,  81b.  8oz.,  71b.  Soz.,  Sib.  12oz.,  81b.  8oz., 
81b.,  81b.,  81b.,  71b.  8oz.,  71b.  Soz.,  71b.,  71b. 
Henley,  81b.  8oz.,  71b.  Staines,  71b.,  61b.  Soz. 
Chertsey,  a  chub,  41b.  4oz.  Lincoln,  Fens,  a 
tench,  3ib.  lOoz. ;  a  rudd,  31b.  Norfolk,  a  roach, 
21b.  4oz.  Bures,  SufEolk,  roach,  21b.,  lib.  14oz. 
Lea,  lib.  9oz. 

September. 
Thames,  Henley,  a  trout,  61b.  Soz. ;  a  chub, 
51b.  loz.  Windsor,  barbel,  71b.  12oz.  Twicken- 
ham, 71b.  4oz.  Richmond,  61b.  12oz.  Datchet, 
61b.  Lea,  71b.,  61b.  6oz.  Fiskerton,  Trent,  91b. 
Nottingham,  a  perch,  31b.  7oz.  Wroxham, 
Norfolk,  a  tench,  41b.    St.  Neots,  Ouse,  41b. 

October. 

Barton  Broad,  Norfolk,  pike,  191b.,  151b. 
Wroxham  Broad,  151b.,  131b.  Slapton  Ley, 
Devon,  131b.,  111b.,  101b.  Idle,  Lincolnshire, 
131b.  Thames,  Sunbury,  111b.  Exe  Canal,  101b. 
Thames,  Twickenham,  a  carp,  101b.  Severn,  a 
chub,  41b.  4oz.  Arun,  Sussex,  roach,  21b.  4oz.,  21b. 

November. 

Dagenham,  Essex,  a  pike,  301b.  Lincoln  Fens, 
211b.,  141b.  Lincolnshire,  Witham,  191b.,  181b. 
Kelsey  Drain,  141b.  Lea,  Herts.,  161b.  and  141b. 
Gipping,  SufEolk,  111b.  lloz.  SufEolk  Stour,  101b. 
Norfolk  Broads,  111b.  Soz.,  111b.  Exe  Canal, 
121b.  Thames,  Henley,  101b.  4oz.,  101b.  Tring 
Reservoir,  roach,  21b.  2oz.,  lib.  15oz.,  lib.  12oz. 
Thames,  Teddington,  roach,  21b.,  lib.  lloz. 
Maldon  River,  Essex,  roach,  lib.  12oz.  Arun, 
lib.  12oz.;  dace,  15foz.,  14Joz.,  13t0z. 

December. 

Driffield,  Yorks.,  pike,  201b.  Soz.,  lllb.  Soz. 
Trent,  Nottingham,  151b.  4oz.,  121b.  4oz.  Thames, 
Windsor,  101b.  12oz.  Norfolk,  bream,  61b., 
51b.  14oz.,  61b.  12oz.  Cambridgeshire,  dace, 
lib.  l^oz.,  lib.  l^oz.,  13|oz. 

January,  1897. 
Pike.— Norfolk  Broads,  291b.,  221b.,  221b.,  171b., 
171b.,  171b.,  171b.,  171b.,  151b.,  121b.  Thames, 
Henley,  191b.,  141b.  Soz,  141b.,  121b.  8oz.,  lllb. 
Lea,  151b.,  101b.  6oz.  Leicestershire,  141b.  Exe 
Canal,  131b.  Soz.,  101b.  Soz.  Chub.— Ivel,  Bedford- 
shire, 41b.  14oz.  Loddon,  Berkshire,  41b.  4oz. 
Henley,  Thames,  41b.  loz. ;  ditto,  perch,  21b.  4oz. 
Roach. — Maldon,  lib.  12oz. 

February. 

Pike.— Norfolk  Broads,  291b.,  241b.,  181b.,  161b., 
131b.  8oz.,  131b.  Soz.,  121b.  loz.,  lllb.  8oz., 
101b.  lOoz.,  101b.  Pontefract,  Yorks.,  221b.  Bed- 
ford, Ouse,  201b.,  121b.,  101b.  Witham,  Lincoln, 
191b.,  101b,  101b.  Thames,  Henley,  161b.,  101b, 
101b.  Sunbury,  121b.  Trent,  Notts.,  121b.  Soz., 
121b.  Sleaford  Canal,  lllb.  Chub.  —  Trent, 
71b.  loz.  Teme,  41b.  4oz.  Carp.  —  Medway, 
61b.  9oz.  Perch.— 21b.  lOoz.  Roach.— Torksey, 
Lincoln,  21b.  Tring,  21b.  2oz.,  lib.  12oz.,  lib.  lloz. 
Lea,  lib.  13ioz,  lib.  llfoz.,  lib.  lloz.,  lib.  lOoz. 
Ouse,  Beds,  lib.  13oz. 

March. 

Pike.— Thames,  Henley,  16Jlb..  121b.,  lOlb. 
Sunbury,  ]21b.  St.  Neots,  Hunts.,  201b.  Witham, 
Lincoln,  191b.,  lllb.,  lOlb.,  lOlb.  Dagenham, 
141b,  lllb.  Roach.— Lea,  lib.  14oz,  lib.  \2oz. 
Tooksey,  Lincoln,  21b.  lioz. 

April. 

Thames  Trout.— Shepperton,  101b.  2oz.,  Sib., 
7ilb.,  6ilb,  5Jlb.,  5*lb.,  5ilb.  Staines,  9ilb.,  91b., 
51b.    Ohertt»y,  7flb.    Datchtt,  71b.  2or.,  71b., 


5ilb.     Windsor,    51b.    Laleham,    6ilb.,  4ilb. 
HaUiford,     6^lb.     Sunbury,     S^lb.  Hampton 
Court,  5Jlb.    Twickenham,  5lb.    Henley,  5flb 
5lb.    Bray,  61b.    Shiplake,  541b. 

May. 

Thames  Trout.  —  Hampton,  51b.  Windsor. 
6ilb.,  5ilb.  Reading,  5Jlb.  Sonning,  6ilb.  Bray, 
71b.    Kennet,  6ilb.,  4Jlb.   Lea,  51b. 

June. 

Angling  was  almost  nil,  owing  to  there  beix^ 
no  stream  and  scarcely  any  water  in  the  rivers.^ 

July. 

Barbel.— Thames,  Datchet,  91b.,  8ilb.,  8lb.,  81b., 
7ilb.,  741b.  Bray,  91b.,  61b.  Windsor,  7lb. 
Shepperton,  7ilb.  Kingston,  S|lb.  Lea,  71b. 
Chub.  —  Streatley,  41b.  Datchet,  541b.,  4ilb. 
Windsor,  51b.,  441b. 

August. 

Bream. — Kingston,  551b.  Lea,  Dobb's  Weii 
64lb.,  541b.,  541b.  Norfolk  Broads,  51b.,  Silb.. 
541b.  Pike.— Thames,  Windsor,  llflb.,  m\h. 
Datchet,  101b.,  101b.    Teddington,  1041b. 

September. 
Barbel.— Teddington,  91b.,  74lb.,  741b.  Henley, 
71b. 

October. 

Pike.— Lea,  141b.  Norfolk,  161b.,  llflb.  Ire- 
land, Lough  Conn,  211b.,  171b.,  141b.,  12flb. 

November. 
Pike.  —  Thames,    Twickenham,    1141b.,  101b. 
Henley,  1041b.,  101b.    Staines,  121b.  Hampton 
Court,  161b.    Chertsey,  131b.,  lOflb.  Norfolk, 
181b.,  1341b,  12lb.,  1041b.,  101b.   Barbel.— Ted 
dington,  941b.    Twickenham,  71b. 

December. 
Barbel.— Teddington,  841b.,  741b.,  641b.  Chub 
—Teddington,  441b.   Pike.— Boveney,  1441b. 

January,  1898. 
Pike. — Thames,  Penton  Hook,  15f lb.  Cookham . 
1241b.  Marlow,  14lb.  Datchet,  1041b.  Henley, 
1241b.,  1041b.  Perch.— Wiltshire,  341b.,  3ilb., 
31b.  loz.,  2|lb.,  241b.,  21b.  5oz.,  21b.  2oz.  (the  seven 
best  specimens  of  two  rods  during  two  hours' 
fishing). 

February. 

Pike.— Thames,  Lechlade,  251b.,  1841b.  Arun, 
Pulborough,  161b.,  lllb.  Ouse,  St.  Ives,  141b. 
Wilts,  ISlb.  Barton  Broad,  Norfolk,  2041b.,  141b., 
131b.   Barbel.— Thames,  Teddington,  7flb. 

March. 

Pike. — Lea,  141b.  Chub. — Thames,  Henley 
4|lb.,  441b.    Marlow,  51b.,  4ilb. 

April. 

Thames  Trout.  —  Datchet,  61b.,  61b„  iilh. 
Windsor,  741b.,  41b.  Sunbury,  541b.  Tedding- 
ton, 7|lb. 

May. 

Thames  Trout.  —  Shepperton,  9ilb.,  61b. 
Laleham,  61b.  Clewer,  6|lb.  Datchet,  71b.,  61b., 
5ilb.  Henley,  7ilb.  Upper  Thames,  5Jlb.,  54lb. 
Lea,  Ware,  541b.,  61b. 

June. 

Thames  Trout.— Staines,  6Jlb.,  51b.  Pike.— 
Ireland,  221b. 

July. 

Barbel.— Thames,  Hampton  Court,  9|lb.,  7ilb., 
641b.,  6ilb.,  Sib.  Teddington,  6Jlb.,  641b.  Bream. 
— Surbiton,  541b.  Chub.— Sunbury,  4flb.  Perch. 
—Loddon,  241b.,  21b. 

August. 

Thames  Trout.  —  Datchet,  61b.  Barbel.— 
Teddington,  741b.  Kingston,  6Jlb.  Hampton, 
71b.,  61b.  Windsor,  71b.  Henley,  61b.  Bream.— 
8.ilb.,  51b. 

September. 
Barbel.— Thames,  Datchet,  81b.  Teddington, 
81b.,  71b.,  61b.   Trout,  Lechlade,  51b.,  4Jlb. 

October. 

Barbel.— Thames,  Hampton,  9^1b.  Teddington, 
741b.,  6|lb.  Pike.— Datchet,  101b.  Ireland,  Lough 
Conn,  211b.,  22lb.,  171b.,  151b.,  131b.  Bream.— 
Twickenham,  4Jlb.,  44lb.  Shepperton,  41b. 
Perch.— Lechlade,  241b. 

November, 

Pike.— Thames,  Datchet,  121b.,  101b.  Reading, 
Ulb.   Strtatley,  1141b.   Lechlade,  20lb.  and  191b. 
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Coates  Reservoir,  211b.  Elstree  Reservoir,  101b. 
Castle  Howard,  l/Jlb.  Newark,  Trent,  231b., 
121b. 

Decbmber. 

Pike.— Thames,  Snnbury.  121b.    Windsor,  101b. 

Lea,  Broxbourne,  141b.  Ouse,  Brandon,  151b., 
1   111b..  101b.    Hornsea  Mere,  Yorks..  19pb„  15h\h., 

14ilb.,  13i,lb.  Lonsh  Erne.  Ireland.  221b.,  14Ub., 
'   12?lb..  lOilb.    Wiltshire,  201b.  and  181b.  Kent, 

Maidstone,  211b.,  171b. 

January,  1899. 
Stormy ;  waters  out  of  order ;  angling  nil. 
February. 

Pike.— Loddon,  131b.  Norfolk,  171b.,  ISJlb., 
I3lb.,  111b.    Ireland,  2.51b.,  201b. 

March. 

Pike.  — Thames,  Henley,  131b.,  101b,  14ilb. 
Lpchlade,  13lb.  Lea,  Enfield,  191b.  Norfolk, 
161b.,  16lb.,  151b,  12^lb.,  13ilb.,  141b.,  121b.,  121b, 
ll^lb.,  101b.,  101b. 

April. 

Thames  Trout.  —  Shepperton,  8f  lb.,  7^1b. 
Shiplake,  71b.  2oz. 

May. 

Trout.— Shepperton,  61b.,  5ilb. 

June. 

Trout. — Hampton,  olb.    Streatley,  81b.  Chub. 
— 4|lb.    Barbel. — 71b.   Trout. — Thames,  Sonning 
.  Weir  Pool,  lOJlb. 

July. 

Thames  Trout. — Datchet.  51b.  Bream. — 5ilb. 
Barbel.— Henley,  8ilb.,  6ilb.,  5ilb.  Datchet, 
6Jlb.  Eton,  6|lb.  Teddington,  8flb..  7klh.,  7i\h., 
6i\h.,  61b..  8flb.,  71b..  6§lb.,  6|lb.,  51b.  Pike.— 
Ireland,  111b.,  171b,  llAlb.,  23Ib. 

August. 

Barbel.— Teddington.8ilb.,7f lb ,  81b.,  7^1b..  71b., 
6Jlb.,  71b,  6pb.,  71b,  6ilb.,  61b.,  5ilb.,  51b,  6ilb., 
eUh.,  51b.,  51b.  Hampton  Court,  841b.  Datchet, 
8lb.  Eton,  61b,  51b.  Penton  Hook,  9Jlb.,  81b. 
Carp. — 81b ,  71b.,    Bream. — Weybridge,  5ilb. 

September. 
Barbel.— Teddington,  91b,  7i\h.,  7Ib.  Shepper- 
ton, 71b.  Datchet,  81b.,  71b.,  61b.  Twickenham, 
S^lb.  Eton.  641b,  61b.  Pike.— Ireland,  19lb., 
211b,  251b.,  lOJlb.,  lUlb,  141b.,  101b.,  241b,  111b., 
llilb,  201b.,  1341b.,  211b.,  171b,  18lb.,  101b. 

October. 

Pike.— Ireland,  111b.,  13lb.,  171b.,  221b.,  231b., 
141b.,  191b.,  22lb.,  111b.,  111b,  141b.,  111b,  13lb, 
141b,  101b,  131b,  161b,  17lb ,  201b,  16lb.,  251b., 
131b.,  151b,  211b,  13Jlb,  26Ib.  Hornsea  Mere, 
Yorks,  161b.,  141b.,  111b.,  lOflb,  101b.,  101b. 
Staines,  Thames,  14lb.  Barbel.— Walton,  541b. 
Kingston,  541b. 

November. 
Pike.  —  Shepperton,  1641b.  Shiplake,  1541b. 
Hampton  Court,  1041b.  Clewer,  1141b.  Staines, 
101b.  Kingston,  1041b.  Loddon,  101b. ;  and 
perch,  241b.,  2ilb.  Barbel.— Kingston,  81b.;  and 
chub,  51b.  Pike.— Hornsea  Mere,  Yorks.,  20ilb, 
1841b.,  151b. 

December. 
Pike.— Hornsea  Mere,  Yorks.,  2041b.,  171b., 
16ilb,  1541b.,  151b.,  141b.,  131b.,  1441b,  1441b., 
12lb.,  1241b.,  111b.,  101b.,  101b.  Thames,  Lechlade, 
22lb.,  1441b.  Henley,  171b.  Sanbury,  111b. 
Teddington,  1141b..  Norfolk,  1741b. 

January,  1900. 
Pike.— Thames,  Lechlade,  1441b.,  101b.  Walton, 
1141b.  Shiplake,  131b.  Marlow,  15|lb.  Norfolk, 
181b.,  1341b.  Ouse,  St.  Ives,  111b.  Yorkshire, 
Wiake,  121b.  Exe,  canal,  ll^lb.  Hampshire, 
171b,  151b.,  151b,  1241b.,  111b. 

February. 

Rivers  in  flood  ;  the  valleys  submerged. 

Pike.  —  Yorkshire,  private  lake,  221b.,  151b., 
101b.  Thames,  Shiplake,  131b.  Temple  Lock, 
1541b.    Stour,  Suffolk,  1141b.    Exe,  river,  13lb. 

March. 

Pike.  —  Maldon,  Essex,  1541b.  Kingston, 
Thames,  1141b.  Chertsey,  Thames,  111b,  121b. 
Henley,  Thames,  1741b.,  141b.,  lOJlb.  Chub.— 
Henley,  Thames,  44lb.  Pike.— Lechlade,  Thames, 
211b.,  141b.,  101b.  Abingdon,  Thames,  101b. 
Norfolk  Broads,  311b.,  231b.,  1541b.,  111b.,  1041b., 
101b.,  101b.    Hampshire,  Avon,  141b.  Bucking- 


hamshire, Ouse,  251b.  Wiltshire,  2141b.,  191b., 
1741b.,  151b,  1241b,  1041b.  Perch.— Wiltshire,  31b., 
2Jlb.,  2^1b. 

From  the  records  of  fish  captured  during  the 
last  two  weeks  of  this  open  season,  1  think  the 
readers  of  the  Fishi-ng  Gazette  will  admit  that, 
considering  the  recent  ice-bound  condition  of 
rivers  and  lakes,  and  the  more  i-ecent  flooded  and 
thick,  discoloured  waters,  that  this  fishing  season 
has  finished  fairly  well,  as  the  many  fine  specimen 
pike  caught  should  sufficiently  testify.  I  had  a 
capital  two  days  in  the  West  of  England,  viz. :  49 
pike;  all  under  61b.  I  returned  uninjured  to  the 
water;  the  best  six  of  those  retained  weighed 
961b.,  z.e  ,  averaging  161b.  each;  also  three  large 
perch,  2\\h.  to  3lb.  each.      Alfred  Jardine. 


THE  ANGLER  NATURALIST  IN 
TEXAS. 


Texas,  the  "  Lone  Star  State,"  is  the  largest 
and  least  known  state  in  Brother  Jonathan's 
domain,  and  it  is  probably  the  most  attractive  on 
account  of  its  climate,  scenery,  and  wealth  of 
game  of  all  sorts,  including  the  finny  tribe. 

During  a  residence  there  of  several  years,  I 
found  much  pleasure  in  "  camping  out "  on  its 
beautiful  rivers,  their  picturesque  scenery,  clear 
sparkling  waters,  noble  trees,  high  bluffs,  and 
numerous  waterfalls  being  specially  alluring  to 
anyone  used  to  the  quiet,  placid  rivers  of  old 
England. 

In  the  summer  of  1897  we  tried  the  waters  of 
the  Guadalupe — a  fine  stream  about  fifty  miles 
west  of  the  curious,  partly- Mexican  town  of  San 
Antonio,  which,  in  combination  with  electric 
street  cars,  electric  lights,  and  other  modern 
improvements,  still  retains  many  of  the  habits, 
customs,  food,  and  language  of  old  Mexico. 

Sunset  found  us  camped  on  a  grassy  flat  beside 
the  Guadalupe,  at  our  backs  a  dense  cedar  forest, 
while  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  rose  a  steep 
bluff  about  80ft.  high,  clothed  with  cactus  of  many 
kinds,  ferns,  and  many  other  species  of  tropical 
vegetation.  The  pleasajit  sound  of  the  rippling 
water  helped  to  soothe  us  into  a  sound  slumber, 
watched  over  by  the  starry  hosts  of  heaven,  which, 
in  this  dry,  pure  atmosphere,  seemed  to  be  very 
near  us,  and  to  sparkle  with  great  brilliancy. 

Rising  at  sun-up,  my  attention  was  fiirst  drawn 
to  the  innumerable  pits  of  the  ant  lion.  This  is 
the  larva  of  a  large  fly.  It  has  a  flat  body,  its 
head  is  armed  with  a  pair  of  formidable  nippers, 
and  it  always  walks  backwards.  It  constructs  a 
cylindrical  pit  by  moving  round  in  a  circle  back- 
wards, digging  out  the  sand  with  its  flat  head. 
With  a  violent  jerk  it  scatters  it  around,  and, 
diminishing  the  diameter  of  its  circle,  it  completes 
a  veritable  death  trap  in  the  shape  of  an  inverted 
conev  then,  burying  itself  out  of  sight  at  the 
bottom,  it  awaits  the  approach  of  unlucky  insects 
who  fall  down  the  steep  sides  of  its  hole,  finding 
no  foothold  on  the  slippery  sand,  only  to  meet 
death  in  the  grip  of  those  merciless  nippers.  It 
is  dragged  out  of  sight,  and,  after  its  blood  has 
been  sucked  out,  the  carcase  is  buried,  the  pit 
carefully  repaired,  and  the  ant  lion  awaits  another 
victim. 

The  question  of  bait  came  on  the  board  next, 
and  a  short  stroll  rewarded  two  lucky  shots  by 
providing  us  with  a  rabbit  and  a  squirrel,  and 
fishing  was  the  order  of  the  day.  No  dainty 
bamboo  varnished  tapering  rod  was  used,  but  a 
few  long  branches  of  the  sycamore,  trimmed  of 
leaves  and  twigs,  a  strong  cotton  line  being  tied 
to  the  end,  a  bullet  and  big  hook  baited  with  raw 
meat  completed  the  outfit.  Placing  the  butt  end 
of  our  rough  poles  in  the  roots  of  a  tree,  we 
gratefully  lighted  our  morning  pipes,  and  calmly 
awaited  results.  By  this  time  the  sun  was 
gaining  considerable  power,  and  although  a 
thermometer  would  probably  have  shown  about 
100  degrees  of  Fahrenheit,  yet  a  soft,  gentle 
breeze  tempered  the  heat  and  made  us  feel  quite 
comfortable. 

At  this  time  one  of  our  party  (nicknamed  the 
"  Lily  "  because  he  was  very  brown  and  freckled) 
told  us  an  amusing  anecdote  of  a  negro,  "  Old 
Uncle  Dan,"  who,  instigated  by  a  thorough  and 
absolute  laziness,  trained  his  dog  to  help  him  go 
a-fishing.  Tying  the  line  to  the  dog's  tail,  old 
Dan  would  relapse  into  peaceful  slumber  in  the 
•had«,  but  wh«n  the  dog  had  got  a  bite  the  fish 


awoke  the  dog  by  pulling  his  tail,  the  dog  awoke 
old  Dan  by  barking,  and  after  the  fish  had  been 
landed,  and  a  new  bait  put  on  the  hook,  old  Dan 
once  more  resumed  his  slumbers  and  all  was 
peace.  I  think  the  "  Lily "  told  us  old  Dan 
improved  on  this  ingenious  system  by  taking  one 
of  his  boys  along  with  him  to  remove  the  fi-ih  and 
put  on  new  bait ;  this  left  Dan  more  time  to  dream 
of  baked  possum  and  sweet  potatoes. 

Our  joking  was  at  this  point  broken  off  by  a 
sudden  run  on  one  of  my  lines ;  the  pole  was  bent 
double,  and  a  hasty  pull-up  brought  out  an  ugly 
catfish  of  about  31b.  There  is  no  artistic 
"  playing  "  of  fish  known  in  Texas,  but  as  soon 
as  a  fish  is  hooked  he  is  yanked  out  by  main  force 
and  "  landed  "  with  great  vigour.  Soon  after  this 
a  school  of  perch  paid  us  a  visit,  and  a  couple  of 
dozen  were  soon  landed.  There  are  four  or  five 
different  kinds  of  perch  in  the  Texas  rivers ;  none 
of  them  appear  to  be  the  same  as  the  English 
perch.  The  "  sun  perch  "  is  the  most  handsome 
of  all,  it  has  a  short  but  wide  body,  nearly 
approaching  a  circle  in  shape,  and  its  colouring  is 
very  brilliant.  None  of  the  Texas  fish  are 
"  game,"  and  give  no  sport  to  conquer  them,  they 
give  up  the  battle  as  soon  as  they  feel  the  book. 
The  usual  method  of  keeping  fish  in  good  condi- 
tion is  to  thread  them  on  a  stout  cord  fastened  to 
a  bush,  and  allow  them  to  remain  in  the  water 
until  wanted. 

Some  friends  had  a  disagreeable  and  dangerous 
experience  while  fishing.  Wishing  to  keep  some 
small  perch  alive  for  bait,  they  put  them  in  a  sack, 
and  tied  it  to  a  bush,  but  the  next  morning  on 
taking  up  the  sack,  they  found  two  large  "  water- 
moccassins  "  (a  very  poisonous  snake)  had  entered 
their  sack,  swallowed  their  baits,  and  stayed  there 
to  sleep  off  their  heavy  meal.  After  this  these 
two  "  greenhorns  "  were  rather  more  careful. 

About  10  o'clock  the  fish  ceased  to  feed,  and  we 
didn't  get  another  bite,  so,  as  the  heat  was  proving 
almost  too  much  for  us,  we  gladly  retired  to  the 
shade,  where,  after  an  impromptu  dinner  of  fried 
fish,  bacon,  onions,  eggs,  and  canned  pears,  we 
drowsily  smoked  the  pipe  of  peace  until  about 
4  o'clock. 

During  this  interval  I  was  greatly  amused  by  a 
little  incident  of  insect  life  which  proved  that 
flirtation  and  infidelity  are  not  exclusively  a  weak- 
ness of  the  human  race.  A  pair  of  burying- 
beetles  (Necrophora)  were  rolling  along  their 
cleverly  rounded  ball  of  dung,  containing,  of 
course,  an  egg.  They  nearly  stand  on  their  heads 
when  doing  this,  and  push  the  ball  along  with 
their  hind  legs.  While  thus  busy  a  gay  Lothario 
beetle  flew  up,  and,  without  any  preliminary 
introduction,  began  a  violent  flirtation  with  Mrs. 
Beetle.  Her  spouse,  finding  progress  stopped, 
went  round  to  see  what  was  wrong,  attacked  the 
intruder,  and  drove  him  off.  Don  Juan  was  not 
to  ho'so  easily  scared,  and,  returning,  began  anew 
his  reprehrensible  conduct.  Mr.  Beetle  again 
attacked  the  despoiler  of  his  happiness,  but  this 
time  without  success — in  short,  he  got  a  licking, 
and,  sad  to  say,  his  volatile  wife  flew  off  with  her 
new  sweetheart.  I  was  really  sorry  for  the  poor 
lonely  hubby.  He  stood  still  a  long  time, 
evidently  considering  the  unlucky  fate  of  men 
(and  beetles)  with  flirtatious  wives.  At  last,  with 
a  deep  sigh,  he  flew  away,  leaving  his  ball  and  egg 
to  its  fate  to  seek  happiness  elsewhere,  and  I  hope 
he  found  it. 

When  we  returned  to  the  river  I  caught  some 
"  minnows,"  probably  young  catfish.  At  least 
they  were  unlike  any  minnows  I  had  ever  seen, 
and  then  tried  just  at  the  tail  of  a  "riffle "for 
what  the  Texans  call  trout.  Throwing  my  hook 
into  the  stream  as  it  rushed  over  a  rocky  ledge,  I 
let  it  run  into  the  foam  below,  and  at  once  felt  a 
tug  on  the  line.  This  proved  to  be  a  trout  about 
21b.  in  weight.  The  fish  is  dark — nearly  black — 
in  colour,  and  has  a  large  mouth.  In  fact,  the 
head  and  mouth  are  as  big  as  the  body.  It  was 
a  stranger  to  me,  therefore  I  don't  know  the 
correct  name  of  it.  This  fish  is  not  game,  gives 
up  at  once,  its  flesh  is  white  and  woolly,  and  tastes 
something  like  a  fresh  hei-ring. 

When  I  was  pulling  at  my  second  trout  I 
became  introduced  to  another  new  fish,  the 
alligator  gar.  He  rushed  after  my  captive,  thrust 
his  head  and  wide  open  mouth  out  of  the  water, 
and  made  a  vicious  snap  at  his  prey,  which  he 
just  missed  This  pirate  of  the  water  was  about 
5ft.  long  (2ft.  of  which  being  mouth),  and 
probably  6in.  thick.  In  fact,  b«  gr«atly  resembled 
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a  floating  branch.  He  is  of  great  interest  to 
geologists,  as  I  understand  he  is  the  only  living 
species  of  the  paleologic^.1  fishes,  so  abundant  in 
the  carboniferous  era.  He  has  bony  plates  under 
the  skin,  so  that  nothing  less  than  an  axe  will  be 
of  use  in  cutting  him  up,  and  is  especially 
noticeable  for  having  the  backbone  prolonged 
into  the  tail,  the  lobes  of  which  are  of  unequal 
size  (heterocercal),  the  upper  lobe  being  much  the 
largest. 

Having  tied  three  hooks  together  back  to  back, 
and  baited  them  with  a  small  perch,  I  trolled  for 
Mr.  Gar  some  time  without  success.  He  looked 
at  my  bait  and  passed  on.  Being  desirous  of  a 
closer  acquaintance  with  him,  I  tried  a  charge 
of  dock  shot  on  his  bony  hide.  He  wagged 
his  tail  and  tried  to  wink  at  me.  I  then 
tried  about  a  dozen  buck  shot,  backed  up 
by  eighty-five  grains  of  powder,  and  supposed 
this  would  make  some  impression  on  him  at 
about  4yds.  distance — but  it  didn't.  This  made 
me  feel  real  mad,  so  I  got  out  my  Winchester 
repeating  rifle  and  rammed  a  bullet  through  him. 
This  settled  his  hash,  and  I  then  pulled  him  out 
and  carefully  examined  him. 

The  havoc  caused  by  the  gar  is  almost  equalled 
by  the  turtles,  two  of  which  I  pulled  out,  one 
being  a  hard-shelled  turtle  and  the  other  a  soft- 
shelled  one.  These  turtles  can  swim  and  dive 
like  a  fish,  and  are  extremely  voracious.  The  two 
I  caught  were  about  If  ft.  long  and  1ft.  wide.  I 
executed  both  by  cutting  off  their  heads.  The 
hard-shelled  turtle  did  not  seem  to  mind  this 
much,  as  he  walked  about  for  four  hours  after- 
wards, and  even  nexfc  morning  showed  signs  of 
life. 

That  night  we  set  out  a  "  trot  line "  with 
twenty  hooks  on  it,  and  next  morning  found  we 
had  two  catfish  about  7  lb.  each,  but  all  the  other 
baits  were  gone.  I  thought  turtles  had  taken 
them,  although  the  natives  told  me  turtles  never 
feed  at  night.  So  far  as  my  own  taste  goes,  these 
Texas  fresh-water  fish  are  not  worth  eating.  They 
have  a  muddy  taste,  and  the  flesh  is  woolly.  But 
as  regards  the  scenery  and  lovely  climate,  I  was 
always  glad  to  make  fishing  an  excuse  to  be  out 
in  the  mountains. 

In  this  article  I  have  said  nothing  about  hunt- 
ing wild  animals,  or  the  great  varieties  of  birds 
to  be  found  there ;  nor  yet  have  I  mentioaed  the 
vast  assemblage  of  botanical  species,  or  the 
equally  vast  myriads  of  insects.  Any  of  these 
would  prove  Texas  to  be  a  paradise  to  a  collector, 
yet,  strange  to  say,  I  never  met  with  anyone 
collecting  plants  or  insects  during  several  years' 
residence  in  the  Lone  Star  State.  Nomad. 


A  GOOD  DAY. 


It  was  in  Scotland  during  last  autumn  that  I 
began  to  think  sadly  that  the  back-end  fishing 
was  to  be  a  failure.  No  proper  spate  had 
cleansed  the  river  since  the  previous  May,  and 
October,  though  there  had  been  one  small  rise  of 
watar  which  gave  splendid  sport  for  three  days, 
during  an  enforced  absence  of  mine,  promised  to  be 
as  disappointing  as  the  months  which  had  preceded 
it.  The  ground  was  dry  and  hard ;  not  a  sound 
came  from  the  dried-up  burn  channels,  and  the 
faces  of  those  forming  the  house  party  became 
longer  and  longer  as  the  number  of  fishing  days 
became  shorter  and  shorter. 

But  at  length  the  rain  came,  and  came  with  a 
vengeance — a  regular  downpour  of  what  is  so  well 
known  as  "  spate  rain  " — and  faces  grew  hopeful 
as  fields  and  hedges  assumed  their  proper  colour- 
ings, and  the  roads  became  first  muddy  and  then 
were  scoured  clean  by  the  streams,  which  raced 
down  and  across  them. 

Then  came  with  the  third  day's  rain  the 
thought,  "  When  will  the  rain  stop  ?  "  for  the 
river  had  Vjroken  its  usual  bounds,  acres  of 
fields  were  under  water,  and  we  knew  that  three 
or  four  days  would  have  to  pass  'ere  fishing  would 
be  pKMiBibie.  However,  there  was  one  thing  to  do 
daily,  and  that  was  to  walk  to  the  big  dyke  and 
see  what  fish  were  showing  and  trying  to  get  up. 
What  a  sight  it  was  1  The  most  experienced 
watcher  had  never  seen  the  like,  he  said.  All  the 
water  immediately  below  the  dyke  seemed  to  be 
constantly  alive  with  Halmoii,  grilse,  and  sea  trout, 
which  had  run  up  after  the  ohokingdirt  deposits  of 
months  had  been  carried  out  to  sea,  and  it  is  no 
exaggeration  to  say  that  well  over  thirty  fish  were 


frequently  visible  at  once,  while  in  the  quieter  places 
they  lay  packed  close  together,  often  with  back  fins 
out  of  the  water.  More  than  one  might  have 
been  picked  up,  by  the  tail,  too,  at  the  cruive  or 
salmon  trap,  but  so  far  as  I  know  only  one — a 
big  one,  too — was  so  treated.  It  happened  thus : 
My  landlord  had  been  down  to  try  a  cast  with  me, 
and  he  and  his  keeper  said  that  there  was  a  fish 
of  enormous  size  lying  on  the  cruive,  as  well  as 
one  of  about  401b.  The  river  was  still  too  big  for 
sport,  so  I  sent  my  head  fisherman  up  to  have  a 
look  and  bring  back  a  report.  After  a  short 
absence  he  returned,  saying  that  it  was  a  big 
fish,  but  not  enormous,  and  that  he  put  its 
weight  at  something  a  little  short  of  401b., 
adding  "  I  put  him  at  that,  as  I  picked  him 
up  by  the  tail  and  lifted  him  almost  clear  of  the 
water  before  slipping  him  back."  This,  however, 
was  not  the  enormous  one  of  which  I  had  been 
told,  which  was,  my  landlord  and  his  old  keeper 
declared,  a  great  deal  heavier. 

At  length  the  river  ran  down  enough  to  make 
sport  as  much  of  a  certainty  as  it  ever  can  be  in 
salmon  fishing,  and  eagerly  we  sought  the  fishing 
hut  in  the  morning  at  about  9.30,  only  to  be  told 
on  getting  there  that  "  a  fish  might  be  got,"  but 
with  such  an  east  wind  there  was  not  much  likeli- 
hood of  a  big  day.  Nothing  daunted,  however, 
I  elected  to  go  to  the  top  of  the  water  on  the 
north  bank,  while  a  young  nephew  took  the  other 
side  opposite  to  me,  thus  leaving  the  easily-fished 
water  near  the  fishing  hut  lower  down  for  the 
ladies  of  our  party,  although  they  declared  that 
they  were  not  going  to  fish,  a  declaration  they 
adhered  to  until  the  afternoon,  when  two  of 
them  came  down.  One,  my  wife,  killed  a  6^1b. 
grilse. 

How  lovely  the  scene  was  as  I  stood  at  the 
head  of  the  long  pool  below  the  dyke,  above 
which  the  foaming  water  stood  out  splendidly 
against  the  background  of  magnificent  autumn 
tints  upon  the  trees  on  the  steep  bank  of  the 
curve  which  the  river  there  makes.  The  grey 
sky  above,  with  here  and  there  a  suspicion  of  blue, 
the  scurrying  clouds,  the  rattle  of  the  harness  on 
a  team  of  horses  ploughing  hard  by  across  the 
river  as  one  of  them  shook  himself  on  coming  to 
the  end  of  the  furrow,  the  ripple  caused  by  the 
upstream  wind,  and  even  the  scraping  scrunch  of 
the  gravel  beneath  my  brogues  were  joy  and 
pleasure  inspiring  sights  and  sounds,  almost 
eno'  of  themselves  to  satisfy  me.  But  there 
was  more  than  all  these ;  there  was  the  occasional 
rise  of  a  fish  to  be  seen  up  and  down  the  pool,  and 
one  big  fish,  evidently  travelling,  made  such  a 
splash  that  my  rod  seemed  to  give  an  answer- 
ing quiver,  and  to  mutely  reproach  me  for  thus 
waiting  to  admire  the  scene  instead  of  having  at 
once  bpgun  to  fish — Aye,  but  how  was  I  to  begin  ? 
What  fly  should  I  select  ?  The  answer  was  soon 
found,  and  after  a  few  yards  of  line  had  been 
pulled  out  through  the  top  ring  by  the 
fisherman,  I  waded  slowly  and  carefully  in, 
and  sent  a  medium-sized  Jock  Scott  on  its 
deceitful  errand.  It  seems  almost  a  pity  that  a 
fly  thus  given  such  a  proud  position  in  preference 
to  his  fellows  cannot  enjoy  it  accordingly.  How 
it  would  tremble  with  pleasure,  and  if  young  (I 
mean  new)  make  its  first  graceful  disappearance 
in  the  pool,  full  of  cocksure  certainty  in  its 
ability  to  deceive  the  biggest  and  wariest  of 
salmon,  and  how  sickened  and  disheartened  would 
it  also  feel  on  being  detached  from  the  gut  and 
put  to  dry  on  the  fisherman's  cap  with  the 
remark  of,  "  No  good  ;  let's  try  something  else." 
How  many  times  would  such  a  fly  have  to  be 
used  before  attaining  wisdom,  and  being  able  to 
console  itself  by  remembering  on  blank  days  that, 
although  useless  for  the  moment,  its  good  time 
would  come  again  in  the  future  as  it  had  done  in 
the  past.  But  I  must  get  on,  and  be  thankful  that 
flies  know  nothing,  for  if  they  did  know  I  believe 
that  many  would  slip  off  and  drown  themselves,  or 
crack  off,  and  lose  or  break  themselves  in  sheer 
disgust  and  sadness  over  the  bad  luck  of  some 
days.  Well,  the  Jock  searched  here  and  there, 
and  advanced  and  retired,  and  rose  and  sank,  and 
came  and  went  till  about  lOOyds.  of  water  had 
been  carefully  fished  without  result,  and  then  I 
reeled  up,  came  out,  and  gave  up  the  rod,  and 
returned  to  the  head  of  the  pool.  A  Dusty 
Miller  was  put  up,  and  again  I  started  down, 
there  being  so  much  water  that  my  nephew  and  I 
needed  not  to  wait  for  each  other.  After  a  few 
casts  I  felt  a  pull,  and  shouted,  "  Here  he  is ; " 


but  it  was  only  a  sea  trout  of  about  l^lb.  He 
was  soon  ashore,  and,  feeling  rather  encouraged,  I 
began  again.  Once  more  a  pull,  and  once  more  a 
trout,  and  so  it  went  on  all  down  the  pool. 
Nothing  but  sea  trout  could  I  move.  At  the  end 
of  the  pool  I  came  out,  gave  up  the  rod,  walked 
to  the  head  of  the  pool,  lit  a  pipe,  and  sat  down 
to  hold  a  council  of  war  as  to  the  next  course  to 
pursue.  The  fii-st  opinion  given  to  "  aid  "  me  was 
that  it  was  the  east  wind  and  not  the  fly  that  was  in 
fault,  but  this  was  negatived,  and  for  a  while  my 
fisherman  and  I  sprawled  over  the  fly-books 
(what  a  mixed  blessing  is  the  multitude  of  fly- 
books)  and  smoked. 

At  last  a  Silver  Doctor  with  blue  hackle  caught 
my  eye,  and  we  stared  at  the  page  and  then 
looked  at  each  other.  That  was  enough ;  there 
only  remained  one  thing  to  settle,  and  that  was 
the  size,  and  as  I  had  found  the  water  tolerably 
cold,  I  decided  on  putting  up  a  size  and  a  haft 
larger  than  that  which  I  had  been  using.  Also  I 
said,  "  this  is  the  size  for  salmon,  the  other 
was  the  size  for  the  trout."  Oddly  eno'  my 
remark  proved  to  be  true.  I  began  again  at  the 
head  of  the  pool,  and  had  not  made  six 
casts  when  there  came  a  good  pull,  and  I 
was  "fast."  I  whipped  out  my  watch,  and 
saw  it  was  ten  minutes  to  twelve,  then  waded 
ashore,  and  in  about  six  minutes  had  a 
bright  grilse  of  some  71b.  kicking  on  the  graveL 
Back  again  to  the  same  place,  and  away  again 
went  the  fly.  A  few  more  casts  and  then  I 
fastened  in  another  grilse,  and  soon  had  him  also 
on  the  bank.  After  a  look  at  the  eye  of  the  fly,  T 
was  on  the  water  quickly  again,  and  again  in  a  few 
casts  there  came  another  pull ;  but  before  I  could 
get  ashore  I  parted  company  with  the  fish, 
whether  grilse  or  salmon  I  know  not,  but  I  believe 
the  latter.  And  so  it  went  on  ;  just  a  few  casts 
and  I  was  either  fast  in  a  fish  or  lost  one,  until  I 
had  seven  on  the  bank — salmon  and  grilse. 

My  nephew  meantime  had  profited  by  what  I 
had  shouted  across  to  him,  and  had  had  several 
pulls,  and  been  fast  in  fish  more  than  once  ;  but, 
being  without  experience,  he  had  not  killed,  and 
though  he  fished  on  for  a  long  time  he  did  not 
get  a  fish  that  day — an  extraordinary  circum- 
stance, as  the  bank  from  which  he  fished  is 
always  considered  the  better  bank  in  big  water. 
However,  he  got  a  fish  the  next  day,  and  was 
quite  contented  —  tired,  aohing  in  back  and 
shoulders,  and  happy. 

Having  given  the  pool  a  pretty  good  flogging,  I 
determined  to  have  a  try  in  the  next  one  below — 
a  deep,  strong  pool,  with  a  narrow  neck — at  the 
top  of  which,  on  the  north  side,  some  piles  have 
been  driven  deep  in,  causing  a  bit  of  a  gravel 
bank  and  some  fairly  shallow  water,  standing  in 
which  one  can  work  the  fly  beautifully  across  and 
across  and  down.  I  waded  in  as  far  as  I  could 
with  safety,  looked  carefully  to  fly  and  cast,  and 
commenced  with  a  very  short  line,  which  I 
lengthened  about  Gin.  at  a  time.  Suddenly  in  the 
heavy  water  I  gut  a  "  rug  " — a  pull  which,  in 
spite  of  my  having  only  one  finger  on  the  line, 
nearly  made  me  drop  the  rod  and  lose  my 
balance.  Only  one  or  twice  before  in  my  life  had 
I  had  such  a  pull,  and  I  hoped  it  meant  a  big  fish, 
though  I  well  knew  that  in  such  a  current  a  small 
fish  might  well  deceive  me.  I  got  ashore  as  fast 
as  I  could,  and  looked  at  my  watch,  and  found 
that  it  was  nearly  2  p  m..  The  fish  took  out  the 
line  with  a  rush,  and  my  reel  fairly  screamed 
(what  a  beautiful  sound  it  is !),  while  I  wondered 
where  on  earth — or  rather  where  in  water — the 
fish  was  going,  for  he  appeared  to  be  going  down 
to  a  greater  depth  than  I  believed  the 
water  to  be;  no  doubt  the  great  volume 
of  water,  and  the  fish  being  on  the  far  side 
of  the  pool,  accounted  for  a  good  deal. 
After  the  first  rush  the  fish  dropped  back  towards 
the  lower  part  of  the  pool,  and  I  saw  out  of  the 
tail  of  my  eye  that  someone  was  coming  with  my 
lunch.  At  the  same  second  the  fish  made  a 
furious  dash  upstream  and  I  followed,  straining 
all  I  dared  to  pull  his  head  sideways  on  to  that 
narrowed  torrent.  The  strain  told  a  bit  even  on 
him,  for  he  wavei-ed,  hung  a  bit  unsteadily  in  the 
neck,  and  then  turned  and  came  towards  me,  only 
in  the  next  second  to  show  half  of  his  length  as 
he  flung  himself  away  from  me  into  the  deepest 
part  of  the  pool.  The  fisherman,  the  man  with 
the  lunch,  my  valet  who  has  helped  me  in  many  a 
good  fight  with  a  salmon  (not  hesitating  ere  now 
to  strip  and  come  in  and  use  the  gaff,  though 
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the  water  was  like  ice  on  that  occasion),  and  I  all 
saw  the  head  of  the  fish  and  the  portion  of  the 
body  which  rose  for  a  moment  in  the  swirling 
water,  and  we  then  knew  that  I  was  fast  in  a  big 
fish  indeed. 

It  had  before  that  seemed  to  me  that  the  fish 
was  bigger  than  any  I  had  ever  landed,  and  I 
said  so — oHlb.  being  up  to  the  moment  my  record, 
but  now  we  knew  that  we  were  in  for  a  battle 
royal  with  a  really  big  fish,  and  we  all  hoped 
might  pull  401b.    For   about  twenty  minutes 
he  did  very  little  but  cruise  about  the  pool, 
and  as  I  could  follow  easily,  and  hold  the  rod 
occasionally  with  one  hand  with  the  butt  on 
my  waders,  I  employed  part  of  the  time  to  snatch 
a  sandwich  now  and  again  from  the  packet  held 
out  to  me,  carry  it  hastily  to  my  mouth,  and  then 
grip  the  rod  again.    I   had  managed  several 
sandwiches  thus,  and  was  thinking  of  a  drink, 
when  the  fish  took  command  of  my  arrangements 
and  altered  them,  for  the  strain  was  beginning  to 
tell  on  him,  and  he  commenced  to  fight  slowly 
down  the  pool.    I  did  not  a  bit  mind  if  only 
he  would  be  good  eno'  to  come  to  the  gaff  in 
the  next  pool,  but  if  he  left  that  and  went  on 
down  the  river  I  knew  I  should  be  in  a  fix,  as  I 
could  not  wade  much  below  it.    The  south  bank 
is  all  right,  but  on  the  north  there  are  stumps  and 
branches  of  alder  trees  which  project  into  the 
water,  which  is  tco  deep  for  wading,  while  if  you 
go  ashore  the  fish  will  probably  swing  in  and  foul 
the  line  on  these  stumps  and  branches.    Thus  I 
had  good  cause  for  anxiety,  and  the  event  proved 
it,  for  within  the  next  ten  minutes  the  fish  had 
gone  down  the  next  pool,  and  I  was  nearly  filling 
my  waders,  when  I  came  ashore  just  above  the 
projecting  branches  and  handed  my  watch  over  to 
my  man.  Then  I  waded  in  again,  prepared  to  swim 
if  necessary  the  sixty  or  eighty  yards  for  which 
the  obstacles  extended,  and  below  which  I  should 
get  a  clear  run  with  the  fish  down  to  the  next 
pool.    Happily,  however,  the  fish,  which  was  now 
pretty  well  done,  elected  to  sulk,  so  I  contented 
myself  with  keeping  a  quiet,  steady  strain  on 
him,  and  got  out  a  whistle,  which  I  always  carry 
when  I  am  fishing  or  shooting,  and  blew  it  "  all  I 
kneiv."    'Ere  long,  in  response  to  this  and  the 
shouts  which  my  man  and  I  raised,  my  nephew 
and  his  hillie  came  in  sight  on  the  opposite  bank, 
and  I  asked  them  to  get  hold  of  the  other  fisher- 
man, if  he  could  be  spared  by  the  ladies  for 
awhile,  and  to  bring  a  boat  up  to  me.    It  was 
only  about  4()0yds.,  but  it  was  just  half  an  hour 
before  the  boat  shot  across  to  me,  and  it  had  been 
real  hard  work  for  the  two  men  and  my  nephew, 
but  when  I  grasped  the  boat  and  hauled  myself 
inboard,  and  took  the  rod  back  from  the  fisher- 
man who  had  held  it  while  I  did  so,  I  felt  that 
barring  accidents,  the  fish  was  mine.    We  soon 
were  put  over  to  the  south  side,  where  we  were 
joined  by  the  ladies,  and  in  the  next  pool  below 
in  which  a  fish  is  more  easily  killed  and  gaffed 
on  that  side  than  on  the  north)  the  battle  came 
to  an  end,  and  a  fiue  cock  fi-sh  of  361b.  lay  on  the 
bank,    just  one  hour    and    eighteen  minutes 
from  the  time  at  which  he  was  first  hooked. 
After  he  had  been  despatched  by  a  blow  from  the 
"  priest,"  it  did  not  take  long  for  me  to  get  put 
across  the  river,  and,  after  a  whiskey  and  soda  and 
a  small  piece  of  cake,  to  get  back  to  the  head  of 
the  pool  at  which  I  had  commenced  that  morn- 
ing.   Five  more  fish  did  that  pool  give  me  before 
I  reeled  up  and  went  home  ;  Dot  to  the  fly  which 
had  killed  the  big  one,  as  that  had  been  chewed 
for  so  long  that  the  tinsel  had  begun  to  come 
away,  but  to  one  a  half  size  larger.    And  thus 
came  to  an  end  my  best  day's  salmon  fishing, 
yielding  seven  salmon  and  six  grilse,  weighing 
respectively  361b.,  26ilb  ,  IS^lb  ,  141b  .  131b.,  111b., 
and  91b. ;  and  Silh.,  7ib,,  7lb  ,  5|lb.,  51b.,  and  51b. 
— a  good  day,  to  be  marked  with  a  white  stone, 
one  which  will  always  remain  in  my  memory,  and 
often  be  mentally  repeated,  while  the  cast  of  the 
36-pounder    will    always    be    a   visible  token, 
provocative,  perhaps,  of  the  story  of  its  capture, 
and  of  the  hope  that  some  day  that  40-pounder 
of  which  I  dream  may   be  brought  to  bank 
after  giving  as  good  sport.  Buckbkan. 


To  Fl.r  DaE38RBg.  Amateur  nnd  ProfexBional.  Now  ready, 
pric«  2n.  net,  or  post  free  for  2n.  2d.  '■  The  Trout  Fly  Dresaer'a 
Cabinet  of  Devicee;  or  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fisbing  for  Tront  and  OraylinK."  By  the  late  H.  Q.  McClelland, 
"Athenian,"  of  the  FUning  OazMe.  With  eighty  Ulnstrations. 
This  handy  and  thoron(?hly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  Zs  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co., 
St.  Danjtan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


THE  MARITIME  MERE  AT 
HORNSEA. 


By  Harwood  Brierley. 
Fifteen  miles  from  Hull,  a  branch  railway 
line  brings  jou  to  the  terminus  at  Hornsea — a 
picturesque,  old-fashioned  little  town — where  you 
espy  fishing  tackle  and  panniers  of  all  shapes  and 
sizes  dotted  about  the  station ;  and,  moreover, 
you  discover,  to  your  surprise,  that  the  station- 
master's  name  is  Mr.  Train.  Hornsea,  situated 
on  the  coastline  between  Hull  and  Bridlington, 
is  said  to  be  the  only  town  in  the  north  of 
England  where  everybody  can  fish,  row,  or  skate, 
for  no  other  town  offers  such  exceptional 
advantages  for  the  practice  of  those  sports.  I 
have  rarely  seen  a  finer  sheet  of  fresh  water  than 
Hornsea  Mere — its  only  attempted  rivals  in  the 
broad-acred  county  being  Lake  Semerwater,  at 
a  goodly  height  above  Wensleydale,  and  Malham 
Tarn,  noted  down  here  for  fish-market  ice. 
Though  barely  half  a  mile  from  the  eroding  clay 
sea  coast  of  Holderness,  Hornsea  Mere  reminds 
one  in  many  ways  of  a  Norfolk  Broad ;  and, 
indeed,  it  is  more  picturesque  from  a  painter's 
point  of  view  than  one-half  the  broads.  At  its 
eastern  end,  on  emerald-green  banks  which  rise 
gently  from  the  water,  stands  Hornsea's 
venerable  old  church,  with  large  windows  and 
bulky,  pinnacled  tower,  practically  surrounded 
by  a  broodof  comfortable-looking  dwellings  of  brick, 
tiled  with  red,  grey,  or  blue  slate ;  their  walls  white 
with  lime,  grey  with  stucco,  yellow  with  copperas, 
others  painted  terra-cotta  or  browny  purple. 
To  the  left  of  the  church,  partially  embowered 
by  trees  which  run  up  a  knoll  side  to  the  highest 
ground  around  the  mere,  is  an  old  windmill 
of  graceful  proportions,  its  criss-cross  sails 
ever  and  anon  gyrating  furiously  between  the 
spasmodic  sea  breeze  and  the  quieter  breath  from 
the  mere.  Immediately  beyond  this  knoll  are  the 
barren  cliffs,  and  the  broad  expanse  of  German 
Ocean,  whose  east  winds  often  sweep  town  and 
mere  rampageously,  and,  if  they  be  charged  with 
a  dewy,  salty  mist,  convert  the  latter  into  a  little 
inland  sea.  Its  measurements  are  :  Length, 
Ifmiles ;  greatest  breadth,  f  mile ;  circumference, 
5|  miles ;  acres  covered,  467. 

Never  was  Hornsea  Mere  dealt  with  in  such  a 
paltry  manner  as  by  a  writer  (presumably  female) 
in  Atalanta  five  or  six  years  ago.    I  should  say 
that  the  owner  of  that  'prentice  pen  had  never 
seen  it  except  in  imagination.    On  an  ideal  fish- 
ing morn,  when  the  water  is  not  as  blue  as  the 
sky,  but  reflecting  its  more  sombre  cloudscapes, 
the  mere  is  sure  to  get  rhapsodies  in  an  angler's 
bosom,  which  his  well- filled  flask  will  be  powerless 
either  to  improve  or  dispel.   On  one  hand,  Horn- 
sea town,  with  church,  windmill,  and  intervening 
woods;  on  the  other,  Wassand  Hall,  with  its 
reach  of  the  mere  apportioned  out  by  stakes, 
whose  heads  crop  up  above  the  water  like  the 
watchful  fifty  Nereides,  daughters  of  Nereus  and 
Doris.    There  is  nothing  here  of  the  severity  or 
gloominess  of  the  "  Terrible  Tarn  in  Yorkshire  " 
— Gormire  Tarn ;  nothing  of  the  cold  uncomfort- 
ableness  of  heather-bounded  Malham  Tarn ;  but 
a  quiet,  fascinating  placidity  which  relieves  aches 
and  pains,  quells  world-nausea,  and  brings  the 
spirit  into  communion  with  fish,  wildfowl,  flower, 
and  all  the  other  wildlings  of  Nature.  The 
boundaries  are  sloping  pastoral   banks,  where 
cattle  ruminate,  and  steep  tree-clad  knolls,  vary- 
ing in  shade  from  emerald-green  to  olive,  tinged 
in  late  summer  with  red  and  metallic  brown. 
At  Christmas  time  I  have  seen  the  gorse- 
bushes  on  the  lukewarm  southern  bank  still  pre- 
serving their  drops  of  golden  papilionaceous 
bloom,  and  the  white  swans  or  flotilla  of  Spanish 
geese  preening  their  feathers  on  the  glassy  surface 
with  greater  confidence  than  when  the  mere  was 
flecked  with   summer  sails.     Every  now  and 
then  a  flock  of  plover  will  rise  from  the  sloping 
pasture  or  deep  sedge  with  a  noise  like  shuttering 
screes  or  a  quarry  blast,  and  for  a  moment  almost 
darken  the  air  by  reason  of  their  numbers.  In 
winter  time  you  find  the  much-prized  bulrushes 
have  disappeared  to  adorn  my  lady's  boudoir, 
but  on  the  marge  of  island  and  mainland  alike 
are  often  walls  of  tasselled  reeds  which  from  a 
distance  resemble  huge  banks  of  ripened  grain, 
rustling  like  barley  to  the  peremptory  sickle  when 
you  put  your  oar  among  them,  but  so  stalk-wiry 
that  they  will  resist  the  cruellest  stroke,  and  rear 


themselves  up  again  quite  "  straight  in  the  knee." 
Lady  Island  there — the  abode  of  a  quondam 
"  lady  of  the  lake,"  more  sainted,  perhaps,  than 
the  mistress  of  Loch  Katrine — with  its  far  divided 
companion.  Swan  Island,  in  the  middle  distance, 
float  on  the  surface  like  Utopian  barques  at 
anchor,  ready  for  the  angler,  when  he  wants  a 
siesta  in  tree-land  shadow,  to  dream  of  unworldly 
music  in  the  tideless  wavelets  lapping  the  shore, 
and  the  mingled  notes  of  birds  as  they  whirr 
overhead  or  skim  the  glassy  surface  beyond. 

The  angler's  reveries  may,  however,  be  more 
solid  in  their  suhistance.  They  may  turn,  for 
instance,  on  the  future  of  this  magnificent  mere 
with  its  467  acres,  which  constitute  the  very  finest 
coarse  fishing  in  the  county  of  York.  He 
remembers  having  heard  that  at  Withemsea,  and 
Skipsea,  and  Rotsea,  and  Borsea.  and  Pidsea, 
and  Wholsea,  and  Sandley,  and  Redmare  there 
were  marrs,  meres,  or  extensive  swamps  at  one 
period  of  history,  all  of  them  gone  into  the  sea, 
the  places  after  which  they  were  called  having 
either  followed  already  or  continuing  to  hold  out 
a  weak  resistance.  More  than  half  a  mile  of  coast 
has  disappeared  since  the  Battle  of  the  Standard 
was  fought.  Hornsea  to-day  is  about  fifteen  miles 
from  Hull.  Tradition  makes  it  out  to  have  been 
at  one  time  an  inland  town,  ten  miles  from  the 
coast,  or,  for  the  sake  of  euphony,  midway 
between  Hull  and  the  coast.  It  appears  that  on 
Hornsea  Church  steeple,  which  fell  during  a  gale 
in  1773,  this  same  tradition  had  its  original 
embodiment  in  these  words  : 

Hornsea  steeple,  when  I  built  thee 
Thott  wast  ten  miles  off  Burlington, 
Ten  miles  off  Beverley,  aud  ten  miles  off  sea. 
This  apostrophe  for  the  benefit  of  generations 
then  unborn  does  not  imply  that  Hornsea  took  to 
wheels,  and  ran  itself  off  to  within  a  stone's  throw 
of  the  shore  in  order  to  recuperate  its  health.  It 
rather  implies  that  the  sea,  flinging  itself  daily  on 
the  yielding  cliffs,  had,  like  Mahomet,  come  to  the 
mountain,  and  wiped  out  several  hamlets  in  its 
advance.    I,  for  one,  am  so  contumacious  as  to 
say  that  it  would  have  been  simply  impossible  for 
any  steeple-builder  in  those  days  to  think  of  such 
an  egregious  thing  as  embellishing  his  completed 
work    with    a    measuring    peg    of    the  kind 
indicated.     But,  in  all  conscience,   the  scant 
half  mile  which  is  now  all  that  separates  the 
mere  from  the  sea  has  no  lengthy  term  of  existence 
before  it.  In  spite  of  strong  timber  groynes  for 
the    beach,     onward     sweeps     the  mightier 
power,  indifferent  to    the   behest   of  modem 
Canutes,  determined  to  get  at  and  destroy  barrier, 
church,  and  town,  and  suck  up  into  its  insatiable 
maw  the  last  maritime  lake  in  the  North.  When 
that  happens  we  shall  have  another  example  of 
the  many  sections  of  old  drained  lakes  to  be  seen 
in  the  Holderness  cliffs — a  hollow  in  the  pebbly 
clays  or  sands  covered  by  fine  argillaceous, 
perhaps  shelly,  sediments  over  which  peat  is 
spread.    Or  the  angler  may  have  other  hazy 
terrors  overruling  the  otherwise  luxurious  hour  of 
his  sylvan  siesta.    Since  the  possible  invasion  of 
England  has  come  under  discussion  in  our  news- 
papers and  magazines,  it  has  been  suggested  that 
Hull,  for  the  protection  of  the  east  coast,  should 
have  a  fully  equipped  Government  dockyard; 
Filey,  a  fortified  harbour  of  refuge ;  Hornsea,  a 
repairing  yard,  and  a  deep  water  canal  joining  the 
mere  with  the  sea;  this  expert  prophesying  that 
the  mere,  dredged,  would  give  a  thoroughly 
sheltered  deep  water  naval  harbour  of  2000  acres. 
The  angler,  the  painter,  the  poet,  and  the  little 
remainder  of  intellectual  persons  (!)  might  well 
dread  so  much  as  an  allusion  to  the  scheme, 
invented  as  it  most  probably  is  by  a  perion  who 
has  no  scruple  as  to  how  much  of  unsophisticated 
rural  England  he  causes  to  be  irretrievably  ruined 
or  blotted  out.    If  I  may  be  so  unpatriotic  as  to 
say  it,  there  is  good  work  of  the  old  kind  for 
Hornsea  Mere  to  do — supplying  fish  for  Lenten 
fasts  and  phosphates  to  build  up  human  brains. 
The  members  of  the  Humber  Yawl  Club,  who  use 
it  for  their  gala  ground,  may  consider  themselves 
most  fortunate  men  in  having  so  near  at  hand  this 
matchless  sheet. 

The  fishery  of  Hornsea  Mere  goes  far  back  into 
the  mouldy  pages  of  history.  WiUiam  the 
Conqueror  granted  the  lauds  of  Holderness  to 
Odo,  Earl  of  Albemarle,  and  they  passed  down 
the  generations  to  one  William  le  Gros,  who  became 
a  nominal  Crusader.  He,  electing  to  remain  at 
home  in  preference  to  wielding  the  battle-axe  in 
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The  TIMES  says :  "  This  is  the  most  sumptuous  New  Testament  in  existence." 

The  CHURCH  TIMES  says  :  "  A  Book  of  great  beauty  ...  a  valuable  possession."  The  STANDARD  says  :  "  The  Work  h 

of  rare  excellence." 

"  The  illustrations  and  the  notes  taken  together  make  an  absolutely  new  commentary  on  the  Gospel  History." 

The  GUARDIAN,  November  23,  1898. 


"THE  POPULAR"  EDITION  OF 


The  Life  of  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

As  told  in  over  600  superb  Illustrations  (more  than  100  in  Colours),  with  Latin  and  English  Text,  and  many  Notes. 

By   a.    JAMES  TISSOT. 


"This  maguificent  work." — The  G-tjardian. 
"The  Gmardian"  Newspaper,  in  reviewing  the  TwclvC   Guinea   Edition  of  J.  J.  TlSSOt's  "Life  of  Chfist,"  said: 

"WE  WISH  THAT  EVERY  CLERGYMAN  COULD  POSSESS  THE  BOOK." 

THIS  was  said  in  November,  1898,  of  the  Twelve-Guinea  Edition,  and  since  then  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Company,  the  Proprietors  of  the  English 
copyright,  have  issued  a  Popular  Edition  of  THE  LIFE  OF  OUK  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST  in  a  smaller,  CHEAPER,  and  more  convenient  form  than  that  of  the 
Twelve-Gminea  English  Edition,  or  the  Sixty-Guinea  French  Edition  already  issued,  AND  ON 

THE  INSTALMENT  SYSTEM, 

In  this  way  anyone  desiriuff  to  possess  the   Work  or  to  give  it  to  a  friend 

(A  Very  Appropriate  and  Most  Beautiful  Present  for  any  Time  or  Season) 

CAN   NOW  DO   SO   EITHER  BY  PAYING 

JSe  in  Cash  B^ifsL^'^nTof  W/6  a  Month, 

N.B. — The  Worl<  will  be  delivered  complete  when  the  second  instalment  is  paid,  on  the  same 

plan  as  adopted  by  "The  Times"  and  other  papers. 

THE  whole  work  is  publitshed  in  two  handsome  volumes,  and  there  are  two  styles  of  binding.    The  Six-Guinea  Edition  is  in  HALF-PARCHMENT,  art-linen  side.-*,  gilt 
top,  design  in  gold  on  sides  and  back.    The  Eight-Guinea  Edition  is  in  PULL  MOROCCO  (best  Persian  goat),  gilt  edges,  gilt  border  line. 

THE  LIFE  OF  OUR  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST,  by  J.  James  Tissot,  cost  £40,000  to  produce  from  the  Original  Drawings.   The  exquisite 
beauty  of  these  original  Drawings,  with  their  splendour  of  colour  and  their  scrupulous  wealth  of  detail,  is  shown  With 
extraordinary  fidelity  by  a  process  which  is  the  last  word  in  colour-print  in  g, 

M TISSOT  saw  the  Holy  Land  as  it  will  never  be  seen  again.  For  this  reason  his  work  appeals  directly  to  the  understanding ;  it  brings  us  into 
•  the  closest  possible  touch  with  the  actual  incidents  of  our  Lord's  Life.  Tissot,  in  his  preface,  says  :  "  The  Christian  world  has  for  a  long  time  past  had  its 
imagination  misled  by  the  fancies  of  painters.  All  the  schools  have,  more  or  less  unconsciously,  had  a  hand  in  leading  the  public  mind  astray  on  this  point.  They  have 
with  one  accord  abandoned  the  ground  of  historical  and  topographical  accuracy."  For  ten  years  Tissot  devoted  his  life  to  this  work,  and  carried  it  on  with  nil  the 
devotion  of  a  pilgrim. 

THE  original  Drawings,  when  exhibited  in  Bond  Street,  were  visited  by  many  thousands,  and  ithe  Twelve- Guinea  Edition  has 
been  largely  bought  among  the  purchasers  being  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  York,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  the  Duchesses  of 
Leeds  and  Sutherland,  and  many  Bishops. 


Half- parchment,  art-linen  sides,  gilt  top,  for  cash,  jE6  ;  by  instalments,  ^6  6s.    Full  red  morocco,  gilt  edges,  for  cash,  £8 ;  by 

instalments,  jC8  8s. 

InHlahiunt  Snhscribers  pay  10«.  6(Z.  with  the  order,  10s.  6d.  on  delivery,  and  10s.  6d.  a  month  until  the  payments  are  completed.    In  thi- 
London  Postal  District  the  Work  is  delivered  free ;  beyond  that  district  the  carriage  will  be  charged  forward. 

AN  EXPLANATORY  PAMPHLET  AND  ORDER  FORMS  FORWARDED  FREE  ON  APPLICATION  to  Messrs.  SAMPSON  LOW, 
MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

N.B.— Subscribers  are  receivings  their  copies  in  strict  rotation;  the  sooner,  therefore,  such  sub- 
scriptions are  received  the  sooner  will  the  work  be  delivered. 

PROSPECTUS  FREE. 


London:  SA.MI'SON  I/JW,  MARSTON  k  COMPANY,  Limitkd,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 
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"FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund — the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


TWENTIETH  LIST. 

Bath  AnglerB*  Association  (per  "Spinning  Minnow"  and  Mr.  Foster  Smith) — 

secocd  sabssription,  making  £10  in  all   

Mr.  B.  H.  W  

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society  (per  Mr.  F.  S.  Pavett)   

Mr.  Charles  H.  Wheeley    ...   

Foond  amongst  some  old  pipers  by  "  An  Absented- Minded  Beggar  "   


Amount  from  nineteenth  list 

Total   

Other  donations  promised  bnt  not  yet  to  hand. 


£  s.  d. 

1  16  9 
0  10 

2  11  0 
0  5  0 
0   2  0 

4  15  9 
224   8  2 
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the  parched  deserts  of  the  Holy  Land,  obtained  I 
absolution  from  his  vows  by  founding  Meaux  i 
Abbey,  within  ten  miles  from  Hornsea,  for  monks 
of  the  Cistercian  order.  They  became  the  right- 
ful owners  of  the  valuable  Hornsea  Mere  fishery  ; 
but  a  century  later  (in  1254)  William  de  Duffield, 
the  abbot,  cast  covetous  eyes  on  certain  lands  at 
Rudston,  which  belonged  to  the  wealthy  abbey  of 
St.  Mary,  at  York.  Ultimately  the  two  abbots, 
after  a  prodigious  lot  of  bartering,  succeeded  in 
exchanging  their  possessions,  water  for  land,  and 
the  mere  passed  over  to  the  York  fraternity. 
This  may  or  may  not  have  been  a  brilliant 
negotiation  on  the  latter  side,  for  not  only  was 
York  forty  milesaway,  but  theBlackfriar  abbothad 
bound  himself  to  pay  an  annual  rent  of  4s.  True, 
St.  Mary's  at  York  never  lacked  means,  and  a 
constant  supply  of  fish  it  must  have  at  any  cost. 
Here  is  an  advertisement  for  Hornsea  Mere. 
Eighty  miles — forty  there  and  forty  back — over 
narrow  bridle  -  paths  and  broad  quagmires  for 
high-day  and  fast-day  fish.  Just  think  of  that ! 
It  is  possible  to  picture  some  podgy,  fresh -com- 
plexioned  Blackfriar  seated  on  an  ambling  palfrey, 
his  garciones  in  their  cowl  and  sandals,  and  a 
string  of  panniered  pack-horses  with  attendants, 
setting  off  for  a  short  holiday  to  the  big  new 
fishing  ground  on  a  warm  summer's  day.  Up 
and  down  the  steep  Wolds  toils  this  procession, 
the  dogged  jagger-ponies  steaming,  and  grease 
oozing  from  every  pore  of  the  friar's  face,  though 
happy  enough  looks  he ;  and  we  can  hear  his 
sonorous  voice,  chastened  to  an  undertone,  as  he 
lingers  over  the  pleasant  bit  of  doggerel : 

Jock-a-jcck,  jig,  and  j'g-a-jig,  jock  ! 
We're  off  to  the  abbot's  own  mere  ; 

Whera  wild  fishes  swim— a  very  big  stock 
For  fast  days  when  we  lack  meat  and  beer. 

But  on  the  other  side  of  the  Wolds  lie  the  fenny 
flats,  which  represent  all  the  difficulties  and 
dangers  of  the  road.  There  is  no  invigorating 
air ;  the  friar  begins  to  feel  wearied ;  and,  when 
at  last  bis  palfrey  gets  into  a  splashy  bog,  a 
wonderful  sanctimony  comes  over  his  countenance. 
Some  of  the  understrappers  are  busy  snaring  a 
bird  or  two,  but  he  calls  the  entire  company 
together,  chides  them  for  their  levity,  and  bids 
them  to  chant  a  bead-roll.  Soon  they  are  on  their 
way  again,  and  by  early  evening  the  mere  is 
descried  gleaming  like  a  large  lapis-lazuli  through 
the  trees. 

Doubtless,  as  York  was  four  times  farther  away 
than  Meaux,  a  water-bailiff  wearing  monastic  robes 
would  have  to  be  maintained  to  preserve  order 
here  and  catch  all  poachers.  The  Meaux  friars 
were  dangerously  near,  and  it  was  well  known  that 
their  sporting  and  ichthyophagous  proclivities 
were  moderately  developed.  Abbot  Duffield  turned 


jealous,  and  invented  a  claim  to  the  south-west 
end  of  the  mere.  This  was  peremptorily  denied 
by  the  old  Benedictine  at  York,  who  reminded  him 
of  the  fact  that  he  had  faithfully  fulfilled  his 
agreement  to  pay  an  annual  rent  of  4s.  to  the 
convent  of  Meaux,  over  and  above  the 
lands  at  Rudston  given  in  exchange  for 
the  waters  of  Hornsea.  Friction  between 
the  Cistercian  and  Benedictine  houses  led 
on  to  an  open  rupture,  though  every  mediator 
condemned  Meaux — mewing,  begging,  stealing 
like  common  cats — as  in  the  wrong.  Rupture 
led  to  something  worse  (and  the  innocent  fishes 
knew  it  not).  The  eighth  and  tenth  Command- 
ments broken,  it  only  remained  for  the  Cistercian 
gauntlet  to  be  flung  down.  The  Abbot  of  St. 
Mary's  had  then  no  alternative  but  to  submit  to 
a  duel  between  two  selected  champions,  who  one 
summer's  day  threw  aside  stole  and  cassock  for 
gilded  baldrick  and  chain  mail,  and  entered  the 
lists  with  paternosters  warm  on  their  lips. 
Justice-loving  readers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that 
the  aggressor  of  Meaux  hopelessly  lost  his  case  at 
sunset,  when  his  champion  passed  into  purgatory 
on  a  golden  car  drawn  by  pike  and  perch  of 
colossal  size.  The  close  of  this  authentic  little 
story  invests  the  whole  with  the  glamour  of 
unreality,  but  let  the  patient  reader  remember 
that  the  golden  fish- harnessed  car  came  into  no 
other  than  Abbot  de  Duffield's  dream  that  night. 

Hornsea  Mere  still  abounds  with  fine  fish — 
pike,  perch,  roach,  and  eels.  In  the  town  there  is 
a  preserved  pike  killed  here  weighing  281b.  Mr. 
H.  G.  Constable,  of  Wassand,  the  owner,  permits 
a  limited  amount  of  fishing  by  ticket,  though  at  a 
somewhat  exclusive  price.  The  roach  are  reserved 
for  feeding  the  pike,  and  the  lord  of  the  manor 
zealously  preserves  the  perch  for  his  own  sport. 


A  JEWEL  OF  THE  WATERS. 
It  is  not  often  that  I  am  able  to  feel  enthusias- 
tic over  a  misty  day.  There  have  been  times,  it  is 
true,  out  in  the  tropics,  when  satiated  with  cloud- 
less skies  and  eternal  sunshine,  I  could  have 
revelled  in  the  blackest  London  fog  that  ever 
added  to  the  miseries  of  a  dank  November  day.  I 
have  also  watched  and  wondered  as  the  brouillard, 
like  a  great  white  fleecy  mantle  has  stolen  at 
sunset  over  the  crests  of  the  Maritime  Alps, 
filling  the  place  of  the  rainfall,  and  bringing 
refreshment  to  the  fertile  valley  below.  But, 
speaking  generally,  I  am  not  an  admirer  of  misty 
weather,  and  the  less  I  see  of  it  the  better  I  like 
it.  There  are,  however,  some  exceptions  even 
to  this,  and  one  of  them  occurred  about 
a  fortnight  ago.  It  was  on  one  of  those  tearful 
mornings  which  occur  so  fre(iuently  in  the  early 


spring  time.  A  curious  blue  haze,  almost  as  light 
and  indefinable  as  a  veil  of  the  most  delicate  silk 
gauze,  hung  over  the  Regent's  Park,  and  con- 
verted it  int;0  a  picture  of  exquisite  beauty.  Close 
at  hand  the  atmosphere  was  perfectly  clear,  but 
in  the  distance  it  made  a  wondrous  play  of  colour 
on  the  groups  of  trees  encircling  the  park,  paint- 
ing those  in  the  foreground  with  tones  of  deep 
azure  which  melted  imperceptibly  into  cool  soft 
grey.  Suddenly  my  attention  was  attracted  by  a 
bird  settling  in  a  dwarf  sallow  bush  growing  on 
the  edge  of  the  lake.  At  first,  owing  to  its  being 
some  fifty  yards  away  from  the  spot  at  which  I 
was  standing,  I  was  unable  to  distinguish  its 
species,  but  I  could  see  that,  at  all  events,  it  was 
a  stranger  to  London.  For  perhaps  five  minutes  it 
remained  <  quiescent  on  the  slender  bough  on  which 
it  had  perched,  then  it  turned  round,  and,  taking 
wing  again,  it  arrowed  away  towards  one  of  the 
islands  in  the  southern  part  of  the  lake. 
As  it  went  off  I  caught  a  flash  of  bright 
green  plumage,  which,  in  conjunction  with 
its  curious  flight,  showed  me  that  the  visitor 
was  no  other  than  a  kingfisher.  It  is  certainly 
an  interesting  subject  of  speculation  as  to 
how  it  found  its  way  into  the  heart  of 
greater  London,  so  far  from  any  stream  in  which 
it  would  be  likely  to  find  the  minnows  and 
small  fry  on  which  it  feeds.  I  fancy,  however,  that 
the  recent  frost,  which,  while  it  lasted,  was  very 
sharp  and  severe,  must  have  proved  an  exceedingly 
hard  time  for  all  kinds  of  water  birds,  and  to  none 
more  so  than  the  kingfishers.  The  most 
reasonable  supposition,  therefore,  is  that  its 
usual  feeding  places  being  frozen,  and  small 
fish  being  unobtainable,  it  was  driven  by 
stress  of  hunger  to  find  more  suitable  quarters, 
and  while  on  its  way  it  saw  the  ornamental  lake 
in  the  Regent's  Park,  which,  with  its  well- wooded 
eyots  is  exactly  the  sort  of  place  which  any  reason- 
able kingfisher  would  select  for  its  haunt  when 
paying  a  visit  to  the  Metropolis.  And  the  king- 
fisher is  not  the  only  water  bird  which  has  formed 
the  same  opinion  of  it.  Some  little  time  ago  three 
coots  suddenly  made  their  appearance  among  the 
moorhens,  which  form  a  portion  of  the  feathered 
colony  there.  One  of  the  keepers,  a  big,  good- 
tempered  Irishman,  who  has  done  service  for  the 
Empire  half  over  the  world,  and  who  can  spin 
some  capital  yarns  of  barrack  life  when  he  was  a 
"  cruity,"  tells  me  that  none  of  the  park  officials 
can  form  the  slightest  idea  as  to  where 
these  birds,  which  are  some  of  the  most 
shy  of  their  kind,  can  have  come  from.  They 
appear,  however,  to  be  perfectly  satisfied 
with  their  new  home,  and  fraternise  in  the  most 
amicable  manner  with  the  moorhens.  These  latter 
are  so  tame  that  they  will  come  close  up  to  the 
railings  of  the  inclosure  near  the  east  suspension 
bridge  to  be  fed  by  the  visitors  to  the  park,  and 
from  the  amount  of  food  they  get  I  should 
imagine  their  lives  were  laid  in  a  far  pleasanter 
place  than  they  would  be  on  a  river  exposed 
during  the  shooting  season  to  the  chance  of  being 
popped  off  by  some  wandering  gunner.  On  what 
part  of  the  lake  the  kingfisher  finds  the  supplies 
for  his  larder  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain. 
The  thickness  of  the  water,  for  the  lake  is 
scarcely  better  than  a  catch  pit  for  the  surface 
drainage  of  the  park,  makes  it  difficult  to  see  the 
fish.  It  may,  however,  be  taken,  I  think,  as  an  ac- 
cepted fact  that  in  all  well-stocked  pools  the 
small  fry  have  af  avourite  spot  on  the  shallows  where 
they  congregate,  just  as  the  more  matured  fish  in 
similar  waters  select  certain  places  in  preference 
to  any  others,  suitable,  as  they  may  appear,  for 
their  spawning  grounds.  In  this  instance  I  have 
no  doubt  that  our  friend  with  the  emerald 
plumage,  seeing  that  the  lake  holds  such  vast 
quantities  of  roach,  is  well  provided  for.  Whether 
he  will  be  able  to  find  a  mate  is  open  to  specula- 
tion. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will,  for  to  have 
these  beautiful  birds  living  in  our  midst  is  a  thing 
which  I,  in  common  with  every  true  lover  of 
nature,  would  like  to  see.  A  Veteran. 


Dfath  ok  an  Gi,d  Salmon  Fisher  in  Sutherland. 
— A  few  dajs  ago  thtre  died  at  Inveroaver,  Bettybiil, 
N  B.,  George  Mackay,  crofter,  aged  ninety-tbiee,  retaininit 
all  his  laculties  to  the  last.  Utorge,  who  was  a  stalwart 
man,  standing  over  6ft.  in  height,  followed  his  calling  as  a 
salmon  tisher  until  he  was  sev«nty-f  ight.  He  was  married 
sixty-thrfe  years  ago,  being  thfn  thirty  years  cf  age. 
Some  of  his  sons  are  holding  good  positions  in  London  and 
abroad.  The  deceased  was  of  a  cheeif  al  disposition  and 
the  best  of  neighbours,  while  his  door  was  never  closed 
against  the  wandering  poor. — W.  T.  B. 
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THE  EIVER  POLLUTION  INQUIRY  AT 
DUMFRIES. 

Ox  Wednesday  of  last  week  Sir  J  hn  Cheyne,  Q  C,  on 
b?half  of  the  Locil  Government  Board,  and  Col.  Gore- 
Booth,  R  E.,  on  behalf  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
opened  an  inquiry  at  Dumfries  with  regard,  firet,  to  the 
propoBdl  of  the  Maiwelltown  Town  Council  for  authority 
to  construct  a  sewer  into  the  Nith,  and,  secondly,  a 
petition  creeeated  to  the  Secretary  for  Sootlind  by  the 
County  Councils  of  Damfries  and  Kircudbright  and  others 
for  an  order  declaring  the  river  Nith  above  Airds  Point  to 
be  a  non-tidal  stream  for  the  purposes  of  the  River 
Pollution  Act. 

The  Town  Council  of  Damfries  appeared  to  oppose  the 
application  of  the  County  Council,  and  mill-owners  were 
represented  at  the  sitting  by  law  agents  in  strong  force. 

Mr.  Gfieraon,  solicitor,  on  behalf  of  the  Town  Council, 
stated  that  this  was  the  first  inquiry  of  the  kind  which 
had  been  held  with  reference  to  any  Scotch  river,  and 
suggested  that  the  sparsa  population  on  its  binks  below 
Dumfries  should  have  made  the  Nith  the  last  river  in 
Scotland  to  be  dealt  with  under  such  an  order,  instead  of 
the  first.  He  also  argued  that  the  application  was 
premature  in  respect  that  a  Royal  Commission  was  at 
present  conducting  an  inquiry  regarding  the  most  efficient 
and  ecomomical  method  of  sewage  purification. 

Mr.  Whiteliw,  who  appeared  for  mill-owners,  stated 
that  the  pollution  from  the  mills  (Tweed  mills)  was  really 
very  innocuous,  but  if  the  tidal  portion  of  the  river  were 
decla'-ed  a  stream  they  would  not  be  entitle!  to  discharge 
the  tffloent  into  it.  He  asked  if  this  was  to  be  done  it 
shcnld  not  be  done  until  they  were  afforded  security  that 
they  would  receive  accommodation  for  the  mill  sewage. 

Mr.  Mdcdonald,  W.S  ,  for  the  petitioners,  pointed  out 
that  this  was  not  an  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  compelling 
the  burghs  of  Maxwelltown  and  Dumfries  to  erect  purifica- 
tion works  at  once. 

Before  they  could  be  compelled  to  do  bo  the  Local 
Government  Board  must  be  satisfied  that  there  was  no 
reasonable  excuse  for  delay.  The  petitioners  were  only 
asking  at  present  that  preliminary  steps  should  be  taken. 

After  various  other  agents  had  been  heard,  Sir  John 
Cheyce  said  that  the  Commissioners  would  adjourn  the 
inquiry  until  May  10,  when  evidence  will  be  led.  W.  W. 


NOTES  ON  THE  RIVER  LARK 
(SUFFOLK). 

"  I  VEEY  often  spend  a  second  or  two  at  the  little  horEe 
pond  at  Barton  MiUs,  where  as  a  curly-headed  cub  of 
three  or  fotir  years  I  caught  my  first  fish,  and  as  I  stand 
upon  the  same  identical  spot  as  1  did  forty  or  more  years 
since  what  a  thousand  and  one  pleasast  and  unpleasant 
recollections  flash  vividly  across  my  mind — how  carefully 
I  wrapped  the  first  little  fish  I  caught  there  with  a  bent 
pin  in  my  lace-trimmed  pinafore,  up  lo  my  little  knees  in 
mud  and  water,  and  the  smacks  I  had  "  behind  "  when  I 
arrived  home.  For  all  that,  the  love  of  fish  and  its  sur- 
roundings were  there,  and  I  was  delighted  on  Thursday 
last  to  see  my  first  grandson.  Master  Richard  CbaUca, 
now  nearly  four  years  of  age,  trying  to  catch  a  fish  at  the 
same  spot  as  his  grandfather  did  all  those  years  since. 

'■  Well,  here  we  are  once  again  at  the  end  of  another 
angling  season  for  coarse  fish,  and  our  roach,  dace,  chub, 
pike,  perch,  &c.,  may  rest  until  June  16.  Trout  fishing 
commences  on  April  1.  There  are  plenty  of  good  fish 
waiting  to  be  caught,  and  I've  no  doubt  our  respected 
friend,  Mr.  A.  E.  Kemp,  of  Bury  (trout)  fame,  will  soon 
be  whipping  his  fly  over  the  Lackford  and  Flempton 
portion  of  tde  pretty  La-k  stream. 

"  In  taking  a  retrospect  of  tha  past  season,  it  certainly 
has  been  a  most  peculiar  one ;  for  four  or  five  years  in 
succession  we  have  had  very  little  snow  or  rain,  the 
consequence  is  our  lakes,  pools,  brooks,  ditches,  &c.,  have 
all,  more  or  less,  been  completely  dried  up,  and  fish  have 
died  off  in  thousands. 

"  The  mischief  aid  not  end  here  ;  the  rivers  and  streams 
were  so  low  in  water,  and  the  heat  so  intense  above,  that  a 
dense  growth  of  aquatic  and  other  plants  and  weeds  were 
forced  up  in  every  nook  and  corner  of  tha  waterways.  It 
was  no  use  catting  them.  There  was  not  half  water 
enough  to  float  them  away,  and  had  they  been  cut  I  am 
sure  the  stench  from  Euch  decomposed  masses  of  weeds 
would  have  bred  a  malarious  fever  in  the  district. 

"  Of  courfe  the  unfortunate  general  secretary  dropped 
in  for  a  good  many  very  severe  remarks.  However,  he 
has  survived  them,  and  we  must  hope  for  better  things 
next  season.  One  very  good  thing  the  floods  have  done  for 
us,  and  that  is  they  hkve  given  the  bed  of  the  rivers  a 
thoroagh  good  washing  out,  and  carried  away  tons  of 
decomposed  vegetable  and  weed  matter  that  had  well  nigh 
blocked  up  several  parts  of  the  stream,  and  rendered 
angling  next  to  impossible,  so  that  what  with  the  extra 
water  bailiffs,  and  a  clear  stream,  the  angling  season  of 
I'JOO  in  the  Lark  ought  to  be  an  exceptionally  good  one."— 
William  Howlett  in  the  Dury  Free  Presx. 


ADMIRAL  DEWEY'S  RABBIT  HUNT. 
A  WAK  department  official,  while  talking  with  some 
frieiidi)  about  Aumiial  Dewey,  (aid  this  rabbit  hunt,  in 
wtiich  the  AUmirdi  participated  several  winters  ago,  was 
the  first  thing  he  thought  of  when  he  heard  ot  Dewey's 
victory  at  MauiU.  "  Suveral  winterHugo,"  said  theolHcial, 
"Admiral  Dewey,  Capt.  Frank  Hume,  A.  B.  llurlow, 
several  other  gentle  m"n,  and  myHelt  toiicludcd  to  take 
a  ralitit  hont  over  in  Virginia,  We  had  plenty  of  guns  and 
ammniiitiou,  without  any  rules  as  to  what  kind  ot  shooting 
should  bo  done.  There  was  7in.  of  snow  oh  the  ground, 
and  we  found  an  abundance  of  rabbits.  We  had  a  do/.en 
or  more  when  Harlow  shot  one  in  its  bed.  Dewey  walked 
up  and  said:  'Well,  that  doea  settle  it.    Any  man  who 


would  shoot  a  rabbit  sitting  in  its  bed  would  rob  his 
mother-in-law.  Why,  Harlow,  you  would  be  drummed 
out  of  Vermont  if  you  did  such  a  thing  up 
there.'  The  fellows  laughed,  and  after  a  little  while 
we  continued  the  hunt.  Everything  went  swimmingly 
until  about  two  hours  later  Hume  pulled  down  a  rabbit 
without  giving  it  a  chance  to  run  for  :ti  life.  Dewey  called 
him  down  by  faying:  '  Gentlemen,"!  believe  in  giving 
everybody  and  pvcrything  a  show — a  fighting  chance.  A 
man  who  can't  kill  a  rabbit  on  the  .iump  has  no  businoss 
with  a  gup.  It  is  taking  an  unfair  advantage  of  the  I  tt'e 
fellow  to  shoot  it  in  its  bed.  Let's  have  no  more  of  this 
kind  of  sport.  Give  'em  a  chance,  boys ;  give  'em  a 
chance.'  The  boys  then  be^an  to  realise  that  Dewey 
really  meant  what  he  had  said,  and,  though  ths  hunt  was 
continued  all  day,  no  more  rabbits  were  killed  in  their 
beds." — American  Field. 


BORACIO  PREPARATIONS.* 
IJb.  Liebbeich's  contribution  to  the  vexed  boracic 
acid  question  has  now  been  trsnslated  into  English,  and 
published  in  a  well-printed  pamphlet,  with  the  original 
plates.  It  states  the  case  for  the  use  of  boric  pre- 
parations, of  which  the  Berlin  professor  is  a  thorough- 
going champion.  He  points  out  that  once  decomposition 
has  set  in  boric  acid  losesits  efficacy,  and  all  that  it  can  do  is 
to  preserve  fresh  goods  in  their  natural  state.  "  This  is  the 
essential  distinction  between  boracic  preparations  and  sali- 
cylic preparations  ;  a  valuable  distinction,  as  it  is  impossible 
by  the  boracic  method  to  restore  food,  even  when  only 
slightly  tainted.  .  .  .  Meat  and  other  solid  substances 
need  only  be  covered  by  boracic  preparations  to  keep  fresh. 
Fish  treated  in  the  same  way  remain  wholesome,  a  fact 
proved  by  Liebreich  in  1887."  It  is  rather  quaint  to  find 
an  author  relying  on  himself  in  this  manner.  We  note  an 
italicised  passage — "  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  borax 
and  boracic  acid  have  been  in  use  as  food  preservatives  for 
a  series  of  decades,  not  a  single  case  of  injury  to  health 
has  been  observed."  Possibly  not — by  Liebreich.  The 
professor  admits  that  idiosyncrasy  may  occur.  "It  is 
generally  known  that  various  skin  affections,  accompanied 
by  fever,  may  occur  after  strawberries  or  crayfish  have 
been  eaten.  Many  remedies — for  instance,  quinine,  iodide 
of  potassium,  &c. — produce  similar  symptoms.  Yes,  even 
rhubarb,  which  is  borne  perfectly  by  many  hundreds  of 
thousands,  in  some  solitary  cases  brings  out  great  blisters 
on  the  skin."  But,  after  all,  two  blacks  do  not  make  a 
white.  The  pamphlet  no  doubt  has  been  brought  before 
the  Departmental  Committee  on  Preservatives. — Cold 
Storage, 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Henley).— March  28.— The  water  here  is  in 
splendid  condition  for  the  opening  of  the  trout  fishing ; 
with  the  wind  in  a  warmer  quarter,  prospects  would  be 
more  favourable  for  sport.  Very  few  fish  have  been  seen 
on  the  move,  though  I  hear  that  death  warrants  are 
already  out  for  one  or  two,  and  have  no  doubt,  in  my 
next  report,  shall  be  able  to  mention  the  capture  of  some 
of  these  spotted  beauties.  The  Henley-on-Thames  Fish 
Preservation  Society,  list  week,  placed  in  the  river 
between  Marsh  Lock  and  Henley  Bridfze,  2600  roach, 
perch,  rudd,  and  fifty  tench  weighing  lOOib.  1  was  not 
present  at  the  turning-in  of  these  fish,  bat  the  hon.  sec. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  tells  me  they  were  a  fine  lot  and  in  good 
condition,  save  one  tench,  which  he  took  home  and 
successfully  nursed  round,  and  by  this  time  it  is  among  its 
pals  in  the  river.— Stanley  Mead. 

Cornish  Streams. — With  exceedingly  clear  water, 
bright  weather,  and  very  cold  winds,  very  little  has  been 
done  during  the  past  week.  Trout  have  risen  at  occasional 
intervals  during  the  day,  and  in  odd  sheltered  corners  of 
the  rivers,  but  nobody  has  made  a  big  basket.  One  can 
hardly  regret  this  state  of  the  weather  though,  as  fish  are 
given  longer  to  develop  condition. — Bodmin. 

Darenth,  Cray,  Bavensbourue,  &o. — These 
streams  are  in  better  crder  than  I  have  known  them  for 
years.  The  Darenth  is  full  and  clear,  and  the  fish  should 
soon  be  ia  condition  if  only  the  weather  becomes  less 
arctic.  Easter  will  be  full  early  for  them  in  any  case. 
There  was  very  little  fly  on  while  I  was  at  Farningham 
the  other  day,  but  the  first  warm  day  will  make  a  great 
difference.—.).  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  DiBtrict).—£xcellent  sport  his 
been  obtained  by  Mr.  Salisbury,  a  gentleman  staying  at 
Stretchford,  between  Staverton  and  Buckfastleigh,  who 
in  nine  days  has  killed  .306  trout.  All  these  were  creeled 
with  the  fly,  and  although  the  Half  Stone  and  Blue 
Upright  were  responsible  for  a  good  number,  Mr. 
Salisbury  a'ao  uses  baits  made  by  himself.  The  hills  on 
Dartmoor  are  covered  with  srow,  so  that  the  water  is  very 
cold,  and  fish  will  not  rise.  Few  rods  have  been  out,  and 
on  Thursday  Mr.  M.  Revell  and  Mr.  PL  Distin  tried  the 
Harbouri.e  with  little  success.  The  same  flies  as  mentioned 
last  week  are  being  ustd  The  Devonpoit  Water  Com- 
pany in  their  communications  with  thj  Board  of  Trade 
deny  that  the  fishing  of  the  Dart  has  been  injuriouuly 
aff  cted  by  the  alterations  in  their  intakes,  but  off^r  to 
consider  the  question  of  a  fish  pass  if  one  can  be  devised 
that  would  not  interfere  with  tne  waterworks.  The  Hon. 
Richatd  Dawson  is  again  chdirman  of  the  conservators. 
Salmon  fistiing  veiy  quiet. — Devonian. 

*  "Effects  of  liorax  and  Boi'acic  Acid  on  the  Human 
System."  Translated  from  the  of  German  Dr.  ( leoar 
Liebriech.  I8|ip.  Price  23.  London:  J.  and  A. 
Churchill. 


Sevonsbire  Streams.— The  streams  are  now  in 
excellent  volume,  but  the  cold  winds  retard  fishing,  and 
baskets  remain  small.  Towards  the  south  border  there 
have  been  some  fair  catches,  the  small  Blue  Dun,  March 
Brown,  Pheasant  Tail,  and  Infallible  being  the  most 
useful  flies.  Both  net  and  rod  salmon  fishing  has  been 
quiet  up  to  the  pt-esent,  and  on  the  Ti-ign  few  have  been 
ciught.  On  the  Upner  Teign  sport  with  trout  has  been 
fairiy  giod,  and,  with  warmer  weather,  should  much 
imcrove  — Devonian. 

Eak  i  Whitby). — The  season  on  this  river  has  been 
ushered  in  with  the  prevalence  of  adverse  weather,  and  up 
to  the  time  of  writing,  though  several  enthusiasts  have 
been  on  the  river  plying  the  rod,  no  record  of  takes  is  to-; 
hand.  Cold  winds  and  the  almost  continuous  falling  oti 
rain  or  sleet  does  not  provide  an  opportunity  for  remanera-J 
tive  angling,  despite  the  fact  that  the  river  is  now  runningl 
in_  fair  angling  trim.  This  year  will,  it  is  anticipated,." 
witness  an  improvement  in  the  sport  obtained,  as  the- 
prospects  all  round  at  present  indicate  better  facilities. 
The  prospects  of  sport  for  the  ensuing  week  are  much' 
improved.  Sea  angling  will  soon  be  commenced  in  the- 
lower  harbour,  when  some  grand  sport  is  en  pvcupect,- 
— J.  Jackson. 

Fen  Distriot  (South  Linos,  and  Camhs.).— ' 
Fishing  on  the  drains  of  the  district  is  now  suspended  by 
law,  and  the  majority  of  those  resident  in  the  flat  country 
have  put  away  their  rods  for  the  close  time.  A  few,  how- 
ever, will  pay  visits  to  the  upland  streams  above  Bourne. 
Some  of  these  waters  have  a  fine  stock  of  fish,  and,  thanks 
to  the  Marquis  of  Exeter,  fish  culture  is  the  pride  of  the 
district.  The  weather  as  yet  is  too  cold  for  the  sportsman, 
and  no  flies  are  jet  to  be  seen. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— Trout  fishers  in 
this  district  are  very  reticent  in  their  operations  as  yet, 
probably  owing  to  the  cold  unfavourable  weather.  A  few 
of  the  subscribers  on  the  waters  about  Southwell  have  put 
in  an  appearance,  but  I  do  not  hear  that  they  have  been 
rewarded  with  much  suooees.  Rumours  are  abroad  that  • 
the  Trent  conservators  are  about  sending  from  their 
hatchery  above  Burton  a  number  of  young  trout  for 
stocking  the  Trent  about  Averham  and  towards  Carlton. 
Ihe  wat«r  here  is  considered  to  be  sufficiently  pure  for 
their  success. — L. 

Iiea  and  Trihntaries.— During  the  past  week  little' 
sport  has  been  met  with  up  the  Lea,  as  the  weather  has 
been  very  unfavourable  for  angling.  Cold,  high  winds 
have  prevailed,  and  the  roach  have  been  feeding  extremely 
shyly.  The  season  closes  for  the  taking  of  those  fish  to- 
day (Saturday),  also  bream,  chub,  barbel,  tench,  carp,  &8. 
Probably  it  has  been  one  of  the  worst  seasons  for  coarse 
fishing  ever  experienced  up  the  Lea,  and  the  wind  up  has  - 
ended  very  disappointingly.  The  water  will  be  found 
rather  bright  to-day,  but  still,  if  the  wind  is  favourable, . 
some  roach  ought  to  be  met  with.  Trout  fishing  does  not 
open  until  May  1,  by  which  time  it  ia  to  be  hoped  much 
more  genial  weather  will  prevail.  Pew  trout  are  as  yet 
showing  themselves  in  the  Lea.  Trout  can  be  taken  in 
the  Stort  to-morrow,  but  there  are  not  many  of  these  fish 
about.  The  mill-pools  should  be  the  best  places  to  try.. 
The  Beane  is  in  fair  order. — Izaak  Walton. 

JtVigg  and  Arrow  (Iieomlnscer).— Both  these' 
streams  have  been  running  coloured,  and  rose  a  little  after 
the  late  snow.  They  are  now  getting  in  fair  order  for 
fishing,  and  by  next  week  should  be  in  good  order  for  fish- 
ing, providing  the  weather  is  anything  like.  Snow  has 
been  had  and  still  threatens,  and  the  winds  have  been 
very  cold  and  bad  for  anglers  to_  get  out,  and  very  little  i 
fishing  has  been  done  in  this  district  as  yet,  and  the  season 
will  be  late  in  starting.  The  Pinsley  is  running  clear  ana 
in  order. — Gwynne. 

ItVLgg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland). — 
Rivers  are  flowing  at  a  fishable  level,  but  do  not  think 
they  are  yet  free  from  snow  water.  Probably  will  be  so 
by  beginning  of  coming  week,  that  is  if  the  weather  will 
take  a  favourable  turn.  We  had  some  snow  showers 
yesterday  and  day  previous,  whilst  at  time  of  writing 
(6  30  p.m.  Wednesday)  more  threatens.  Glass  is  low,  but 
slightly  inclined  to  rise ;  wind  hovering  round  the  north. 
The  best  flies  should  be  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red 
Palmer,  Dark  Willow,  March  Brown,  Iron  Blue,  and 
Cowdung. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Bndle'iTli  Salterton).— The  river  is,  at 
present  time  of  reporting  (March  28),  in  excellent  order 
for  fishing,  but  sport  continues  to  be  very  poor.  The  wind 
continues  in  the  same  chilly  quarter — north-east— and  the 
last  few  days  have  shown  a  strong  inclination  to  snow. 
This,  no  doubt,  accounts  for  the  fact  that  there  is  very 
little  fly  to  be  seen  on  the  water,  and  at  that  little  the 
trout  do  not  seem  inclined  to  move.  The  March  Browns, 
the  heralds  of  the  good  time  coming  for  fly  fishers,  have 
not  yet  appeared. — Heron. 

Fiymouth. — The  snow  water  has  interfere!  with  the' 
rivers.  Some  few  fish  have  been  taken  during  a  few  hours 
mid-day,  but  nothing  much  will  be  done  until  the  weather 
sets  in  milder.— William  Heardeb. 

Severn,  Vjrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cftin  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  spring-like  weather  we  were  favoured  with 
in  the  middle  of  last  week  was  of  very  ehort  duration,  and 
was  succeeded  by  weather  of  the  most  winterly  description, 
which  has  continued  up  to  the  present  time.  Daring  the 
latter  part  of  the  week  snow  fell  in  more  or  less  quantities 
every  day,  and  this  culminated  on  Monday  in  a  violent 
snowstorm,  which  con\inaed  for  many  hours,  and  which 
remained  on  the  ground  for  some  time  ;  but  at  pres-tnt 
there  are  no  traces  of  the  storm,  exc  >pting  on  the  Welsh 
hillti,  which  are  yet  oonipli-tely  covered  with  a  white 
mantle,  and  will  require  much  warmer  woiither  than  has 
recently  been  experienced  in  this  neighbourhood  before  it 
disappears.  The  wind  also  has  been  bitterly  cold  and 
searching— as  a  rule  from  the  north-west — but  varied 
occasionally  b^  easterly  and  north-easterly  bree/.es,  and 
more  inauspicious  weather  for  angling  could  scarcely  be 
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imagined.  The  rivers  are  all  at  present  much  aboat  their 
BTerase  level,  but  charged  with  snow  broth,  which 
nill  be  the  case  nntil  the  temperature  crets  mild  enough  to 
dissolve  all  tlio  snow  from  the  hills. — Yyrnwy. 

Sussex  Bdvers. — The  outlook  for  the  oommencemeDt 
of  trout  fishing  is  not  promisirg  Colds  winds,  frost,  and 
snow  have  visited  n^i  daily  duTiDg  the  past  week,  and  there 
seems  no  probability  of  a  change  in  the  weather  at 
present.  Some  few  anglers  start  proceedingj  iu  April, 
but  on  many  of  ourweet^rn  streams  troutirg  is  not  allow- 
able until  May.  In  clearing  out  some  stric'ly  preserved 
water,  but  a  few  miles  from  here,  several  good  fish  up  to 
3 Jib.  were  netted  out  and  returned,  one  Lochleven 
weighing  over  51b.  Very  few  fish  are  feeding  in  the  Ouse, 
but  an  cccasi'^nxl  rise  may  be  seen  in  the  evenings.  In 
reply  to  two  correspondents,  Ijt  me  state  that  there  is  but 
little  free  trouting  in  West  Sussex.  The  Rother  holds  a 
few  fish,  and  is  worth  a  visit,  if  only  for  the  ssenery,  and 
the  chance  of  a  brace  of  trout.  Harbour  fishing  with 
warmer  weather  will  be  remurerative  among  smelt,  bass, 
flat-fish  and  grey  mullet — for  mullet  the  Arun  at 
Ford  Bridge  and  at  the  harbour  are  the  best  spots. 
There  are  now  herring  shad  in  Chichester  Harbour  ;  they 
give  sport,  if  not  a  table  delicacy.  For  smelt  fishing,  nothing 
is  better  than  one  ct  Booth's  light  roach  rods,  with  a 
paternoster  or  cross  bir,  with  rag  worm  as  bait.  The 
best  spots  are  the  sluice,  the  lower  canal  looks,  or  at 
Fames  MUl.  Those  who  want  trout  fishing  should  join 
the  SoBsex  Piscatotials  or  the  Brighton  Anglers' 
Association.— George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — A  lump  sucker  fish  was  taken  in  the 
tidal  water  on  Friday,  18in.  long.  Curious  fish,  with  three 
rows  of  horns  each  side,  and  two  places  as  a  limpet  under- 
neath, and  a  circle  of  thesa  bony  points  just  before  the 
dorsal  fin  on  the  back.  Salmon  fishing  begins  April  1,  and 
the  rivers  dj  not  rise  higher;  I  fear  no  sport.  Great 
complaint  of  the  licences  being  raised  lOs.,  making 
£1  lOs..  and  last  year  no  salmon  caught  worth  naming. 
— RisTT  Game. 

Tenia  (Iindlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has  now 
changed  for  the  better,  it,  having  been  stained  and  high, 
has  now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  the  snow  water  is 
running  oS  nicely,  and  it  should  be  in  order  for  fishing  by 
the  end  of  the  week.  The  weather  during  the  past  week 
his  been  very  cold  and  uncertain.  Snow,  rain,  and  sleet 
have  been  had,  but  it  made  no  difference  to  the  water. 
The  wind  has  been  very  cold  north-east,  and  has  prevented 
many  an  expert  angler,  who  generally  are  first  out  in  the 
season,  stay  at  home  by  the  fire  grumbling.  During  the 
middle  of  the  day  the  sun  has  been  out  a  little,  and  then  a 
few  fish  ha,ve  been  seen  moving.  A  few  anglers  have  been 
ont  in  spite  of  the  weather,  and  have  used  worm  and  Bed 
Palmer,  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  and  February  Red,  but 
spoit  has  been  very  quiet.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  should 
be  io  good  order  for  fishing  by  Saturday  if  we  get  no  more 
snow.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (TenbTiry).  — The  Teme  iu  this  part  was 
innning  coloured  and  full  of  snow  water  at  the  end  of  last 
week.  The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled  this  week,  and 
enow,  eleet,  and  rain  have  been  had,  accompanied  with 
cold  north-east  winds,  and  has  been  against  angling.  The 
river  is  now  cleired,  the  snow  water  has  run  off  nicely, 
the  water  is  getting  into  capital  order  for  fishing,  and 
should  be  in  good  trim  by  the  end  of  the  week,  providing 
there  is  no  more  snow.  Angling  has  been  very  quiet  in 
this  part,  and  little  will  be  done  until  the  weather  gets 
warmer. — Worcestzr. 

XTsk  and  Tribataries  (Senny  Bridgfe).— Rivers 
are  in  very  fair  order  for  fly  fishing.  A  few  very  nica  trout 
are  taken  diily  with  the  fly,  although  the  weather  has  been 
very  cold,  with  east  wind.  With  fine  weather  some  good 
sport  with  the  trout  may  be  expected.  Best  killing  flies 
are  March  Brown,  Light  and  Dark  Blues. — Pontsenny. 

Wltham,  feo  (Mld-Itincolnstaire).— Angling  is 
all  very  quiet  in  the  Witham  district.  People,  apparently, 
are  pajing  more  attention  to  the  close  season  on  the  lower 
Witham  atd  draiES  about  Boston,  than  formerly.  Some 
few  of  the  residents  of  this  district,  however,  do  treat 
themselves,  now  and  again,  to  a  day's  trout  fishing  on  the 
streams  which  run  from  the  Wolds,  or  go  up  the  river  to 
the  trout  waters  between  Lincoln  and  Grantham.  Very 
few  reports  are  to  hand  as  yet.  From  the  Wolds  I  hear 
cf  odd  individuals  making  trial,  but  they  complain  that  as 
yet  no  insect  life  is  stirring.  The  weather  is  too  cold,  and 
we  have  not  done  with  the  snow  showers — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharf e.  Aire  Nidd,  fto.  (Tork- 
Bhire).— I  have  very  little  in  the  way  of  trout  fishing  to 
report,  for  the  weather  has  been  far  more  appropriate  to 
Christmas  than  for  the  last  week  of  March.  The  month 
came  in  like  a  lion,  and  it's  a  moral  certainty  it  cannot 
possibly  go  ont  like  a  lamb,  for  snow  has  fallen  more  or 
leas  daily  sicce  Saturday,  and,  as  there  has  been  scarcely 
an  hour's  sunshine  to  waste  it  in  the  valleys  even,  all  of  it 
consequently  remains  on  the  hills.  In  many  places  the 
drifts  from  previous  storms  are  now  blocks  of  ice  on 
the  higher  hills,  and  another  considerable  fall  on 
Monday  caused  slips  in  some  instances  resembling  an 
avalanche.  As  an  angler  said  to  me  to-day,  "  You  need 
not  go  to  Norway  tor  trout  fishing — the  upper  pirt  of 
Weneleydale  and  Swaleddle,  with  their  thickly  snow- 
coated  peiks,  resembles  that  country  very  much,  and  if 
trout  can  be  caught  in  Norwegian  rivers  full  of  filtering 
snow,  why  not  undfir  the  same  conditions  in  Yorkshire  ?  " 
Nore  of  the  local  lands  have,  however,  been  out  to  try. 
They  ara  all  waiting  for  Bomethingappro^chingspring-like 
conditions.  It  is  well  that  fJaater  falls  a  little  later  than 
it  did  last  yeiir,  for  a  fortnight's  genial  weather  would 
bring  the  fly  ont,  and  put  quite  a  different  com- 
plexion on  the  preeent  poor  pronpeots  for  spoit.  Visi- 
tors, with  favourable  weather  and  water,  will  meet 
with  fair  sport  in  the  waters  of  the  Hawes  and 
the  Wensleydale  Angling  Associations,  both  of  i  whom 


issue  daily  and  weekly  tickets.    Lower  down  the  Yore  Mr. 
Matthew  Hunter,  whose  advertisement  I  noticed  in  the 
Fi-^hing  Gazette  the  other  week,  has  two  or  three  miles  of 
good  trout  fishing,  and  can  spare  two  or  three  anglers  a 
double  bedded  room   dining  room,  &o.,  at  a  very  reason- 
able price.    The  Pdlmer  Flat  Hotel,  close  to  the  Falls,  is 
a  favourite  resort;  and  at  Redmire,  Mrs.  Ryder,  a 
motherly,  good  old  soul  that  c*ters  well  for  anglers,  at  the 
Kirig's  Arms,  as  homely  a  little  inn  as  any  angler  could 
desire.    Reports  from  the  Swale  are  as  full  of  nothingness 
in  the  way  of  angling  as  those  from  the  Yore,  but  I  see 
the  Black  Ox  Angling  Club,  who  fish  one  of  the  tributaries 
of  the  first-named  river,  had  their  annual  meeting,  &c., 
last  Friday.    There  was  a  capital  attendarce.  The  balance 
sheet  showed  that  the  ensuing  season  will  commence  with 
a  balance  in  hand.    The  membership  of  the  club  has  been 
well  maintained  during  the  fourth  season  of  the  club's 
existence.    The  various  officers  of  the  club  were  re-elected, 
Mr.  T.  G.  Walker  being  unanimously  re-chosen  president, 
and  it  was  hoped  that  he  would  return  safe  and  sound  from 
South  Africa.    The  annual  dinner  followed,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  Mr.  J.  L.  Smith  presiding.    The  usual 
after-dinner  speeches  were  indulged  in,  songs  were  sung,  and 
recitations  given,  the  members  and  visitors  alike  enjoying 
not  only  a  capital  well-served  dinner,  but  the  after 
proceedings,  which   lasted  until  an  early  hour  next 
morning.    The  Leeds  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  have 
secured  a  large  sheet  of  water,  well  stocked  with  fish,  at 
Askern,  near  Doncaster.    This  will  be  a  great  boon  to  the 
members,  some  of  whom  have  been  fisbing  the  lakes  at 
Roundhay,  but  only  with  indifferent  success.    Mention  of 
Leeds  reminds  me  that  the  Aire  is  fisbiog  better  than  any 
of  the  Yorkshire  group  of  rivers  at  present.    Mr.  J.  T. 
Pickersgill,  of  Keighley,  writes  that  he  has  had  a  very 
good  time  of  it  since  the  opening  of  the  season.    On  the 
17th  he  was  only  on  the  river  about  an  hour,  but  he 
succeeded  in  getting  four  nice  trout.    The  following 
Monday  afternoon  he   had  exceptionally  good  sport, 
landing  twenty-three,  but  returned  ten  of  them.  On 
Tuesday  he  again  got  fifteen,  but  only  kept  five.   All  the 
fish  were  caught  by  swimming  the  maggot.    He  assures 
me  the  trout  in  this  river  are  in  fairly  good  condition.  I 
am,  indeed,  pleased  to  hear  that  angling  on  this  once 
famous  trout  stream  is  looking  up.   Mr.  Pickersgill  thinks 
there  are  more  fish  cow  than  there  has  been  for  some 
years.    Sport  on  the  Nidd  has  been  bad.    Few  anglers 
hive  been  out,  and,  as  a  rule,  have  returned  with  empty 
creels.    The  Niddersdale  Angling  Club  have  sent  me  a 
copy  of  their  rules.  Any  anglers  wishing  to  join  can  do  so 
on  payment  of  lOs.  per  year,  which  I  consider  is  very 
reasonable.    Anyone  desirous  of  fuller  particulars  can 
obtain  them  by  writing  to  Mr.  T.  Dale,  hon.  secretary, 
Nidderdale  Angling  Club,  Pateley  Bridge,  who  is  most 
willing  to  supply  any  information  respecting  the  fishing, 
&c.   The  Rye  and  Ricall  have  been  in  a  disturbed  condi- 
tion sinca  the  opening  of  the  season  ;  little  has  been 
attempted  in  that  district  or  up  the  Wharfe.    The  storms 
have  been  bad,  and  the  weather  as  wintry  a8_  anywhere  in 
the  Scarborough  district,  therefore  no  fishing  has  been 
attempted  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent  or  its 
tributaries.    The  most  likely  flies,  as  soon  as  fishing  is 
practicable,  are  the  Blue  Hawk,  Early  Brown,  Spring 
Black,  Snipe  and  Yellow,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Spanish 
Needle. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnaharra  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.).— The  weather  has 
been  very  stormy  of  late,  and  snow  still  lies  to  a  consider- 
able depth.  On  Monday  (this  week)  there  was  almost  a 
continuous  fall.  On  2l8t  inst.,  Mr.  John  Sutherland,  Ben 
Klibrick,  landed  a  salmon  of  81b.  on  Mudale  river.  On 
22Dd,  Mr.  John  Fraser,  Ben  Klibrick,  caught  two,  of  61b. 
and  101b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Sutherland,  one  of  8 Jib.,  on  river 
Mudale.  At  present  weather  very  severe — deep  snow, 
with  keen  frosts  at  night. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Spring  salmon  continue 
almost  unprecedently  scarce  at  the  end  of  March.  That 
almost  all  the  silmon  running  from  the  Sol  way  Frith  are 
ascending  the  Eden  is  an  undoubted  fact,  so  far  as  the 
season  has  progressed.  Trout  are  beginning  to  take  the 
fly,  but  catches  have  been  small.  Yellow  trout  are  improv- 
ing, but  they  are  not  yet  in  good  condition.  Although  sea 
trout  have  appeared  in  the  Sol  way,  none  have  been 
caught  in  the  rivers.  Yellow  trout  fishing  will  begin  ia 
earnest  next  week  ;  several  have  already  been  caught  in  the 
mid-reaches  of  the  Esk.  As  for  salmon  fishing  with  fly, 
the  waters  are  too  low  at  present ;  yet  kelts  continue  to  be 
caught  in  the  lower  reaches.  The  waters  are  in  good 
order  for  fly  fishing,  yet  few  rods  have  been  out.  The 
weather  continues  cold,  especially  at  nights.  A  few  yellow 
trout  have  been  caught  in  the  tributaries,  and  in  the  Liddle 
in  the  upper  reaches. — Gilnockie. 

Carron,  BastarR.  ss  (Ardgay,  N.B.). — Owing  to 
unfavourable  state  of  weather  aud  water  only  one  salmon 
ciught since  last  reported,  a  10-pounder,  landed  by  Mr.  St. 
Vincent  Peel  on  the  Invercharron  water.  Weather  for 
wintrinets  past  desciiption.  Heavy  snowfall  down  to  sea 
level.— B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  which  has  been 
in  spate  during  the  month,  fell  a  little  in  the  beginning  of 
the  present  week.  Monday  was  an  exceedingly  rough 
day,  a  old,  piercing  wind  blowing  from  the  north, 
and  a  keen  frost.  On  Tuesday  the  weather  showed 
a  slight  improvement,  but  it  will  be  some  time 
before  the  water,  which  is  in  dirty  condition  by  the  melt- 
ing of  the  snow  in  the  upper  districts,  will  be  in  working 
order  for  the  rod.  Although  the  river  has  been  high,  few 
salmon  have  entered,  the  sea  being  too  rough  on  the  coast 
for  fish  nearing  to  ascend  the  river.  There  is  no  improve- 
ment in  the  net  fishing.  Only  a  few  salmcn  were  netted 
on  the  river  for  the  week,  and  on  the  coast  the  continued 
storm  hae  kept  the  fishermen  from  getting  the  nets 


on  the  sea  at  the  various  stations.  The  destruction 
caused  to  netting  along  the  coast  by  the  recent  storm  has 
been  the  worst  for  many  years. — H.  W. 

Foyers  Hotel  (Loohness,  N  B.).— Fishing  Lochnees, 
from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  Saturday,  March  24,  Mr.  D. 
Mc(iregor,  Dundee,  killed  one  salmon  weighing  181b. ;  and 
Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen,  two  salmon,  weighing  20. b.  and 

'Jib.— S.  TiLSTON. 

langwell  (Strathoykell,  via   Lairg,  N.B.)— 

Despite  adverse  conlifions,  Mr.  Banks,  on  the  Oikell, 
caught  two  salmon  on  March  21,  one  on  2.'ird,and  on  21th, 
four  ealmon.  Weights  ranged  from  71b.  to  lOJlb.  Heavy 
snowfall  at  the  beginning  of  this  week. — B. 

Loch  Tay  fKenmore,  N.B.).— On  the  Ist, 
Macdiurraid,  the  keeper,  killed  salmon,  201b.  On  the  2.3rd, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Holder,  Hemoney,  killed  salmon.  35lb.  Ou  the 
20th,  Mr.  A.  E.  Holder  killed  salmon,  171b.  The  3.olb. 
salmon  Mr.  A.  E.  Holder  killed  is  the  heaviest  fish  killed 
in  Loch  Tay  this  season. — Wm.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall). — Fishing  from  the  Fortingall 
Hotel,  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell  landed  a  salmon  on  the  22Qd, 
weight  171b. ;  also  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  London,  one  of  17Jlb. 
On  the  23rd,  Mr.  Philip  Geen.  one  of  171b.  On  the  24th, 
Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell,  one  of  171b. — Paul  B.  MAfi'HAiL. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thuiso,  N.B.).— On  17th, 
General  Home,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  on  beats 
2  and  3.  On  19th,  Mr.  Johnston,  Syre  Lodge,  caught  one 
on  No.  G;  General  Home,  two  on  No.  3;  and  Mr.  Corpet, 
Skelpick  Lodge,  one  on  No.  5.  On  20th,  Mr.  Campbell, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  grassed  two  on  No.  3.  On  2l8t,  Colonel 
Frier,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  3  ;  and  Mr.  Corpet, 
Skelpick,  one  on  No.  1.  On  22nd  the  last-named  angler 
landed  one  salmon  on  No.  2;  and  Mr.  Johnston,  one  on 
No.  3.  Weither  as  unfavourable  as  could  be.  Between 
alternations  of  sleet,  rain,  and  snow,  with  piercing  N.E. 
winds,  good  sport  could  not  be  expected.  At  tie 
beginning  of  this  week  there  was  a  severe  renewal  of  the 
snowstorm,  without  any  appearance  of  abatement. — B. 

North  East  of  Scotland.— Better  weather  now 
prevails,  although,  on  whole,  chilly.  On  the  uplands  the 
frost  has  been  rather  severe  ;  so  much  so  that  the  rivers 
and  streams  are  at  their  smallest.  On  the  Braemar  waters 
the  first  fish  cf  the  season  was  creeled  last  week  by  Mr. 
J.  Cumming,  on  the  Invercauld  water  above  the  bridge 
of  Dee,  when  a  beauty  of  81b.  was  grassed.  With  fresh 
weather  these  reaches  will  now  be  full  of  fish  right  on  to 
the  close  of  the  se  ason.  On  the  Ballater  waters  few  fish 
have  been  got,  and  many  anglers  have  left.  On  the 
Aboyne  waters,  Mr.'Brodie  landed  one  of  121b.,  one  of 
741b  ,  and  one  of  61b.  ;  while  Mr.  Stewart  had  one  of  71b.  ; 
Capt.  Farquhar,  two  of  8Jlb.  and  9i\h. ;  Liing,  one  of 
7Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Burlough,  Park  water,  two  of  71b.  and  91b. 
On  the  Dess  section,  John  Harper,  keeper,  cresled  two  fish 
of  81b.  each  ;  Capt.  Dick  Farquhar,  two  of  81b.  and  91b.  ; 
and  Mr.  George  Nicoll,  one  of  Sib.  Oa  Kincardine  water. 
Lord  Garrioch  creeled  fifteen  last  week  and  four  this  week, 
all  ranging  from  61b.  to  loJlb. ;  while  the  Hon.  Wm. 
Brooks  had  three  of  61b.,  101b.,  and  151b.  On  the 
Borrowstone  waters,  during  the  past  ten  days,  Mr.  RadclifE 
Walters  had  eleven,  Mr.  Barclay  four  and  one,  all  ranging 
from  61b.  to  91b.  On  Ballogie,  Mr.  Ed.  King  landed  one 
of  181b.,  and  seven  ranging  from  61b.  to  101b  ;  while  Mr. 
Hare  had  two  of  6ilb.  and  81b.,  and  one  of  91b.  On  the 
Upper  Ballogie  and  Commonty  sections.  Sir  John  Gladstone 
creeled  four  fish  scaling  from  61b.  to  81b. ;  Messrs.  Palmer 
and  Law,  Wooderd,  eight,  ranging  from  71b.  to  lUb. ; 
and  Mr.  Duncan  Davidson  several  on  the  Sluie  water. 
The  Upper  Ballogie,  so  successfully  fished  by  Sir  John 
Gladstone,  is  in  the  market  as  from  April  1.  Particulars 
from  Smith,  Feughside,  Banchory.  On  the  Lower  Dess, 
Mr.  Baird  Thorniecroft's  guests  creeled  six  fish,  sealing 
from  71b.  to  81b.  On  Cairnton,  W.  T.  Turner  Farley  is 
having  two  and  three  fish  daily.  On  Inchmarlo  and 
Kinneskie  waters,  Capt.  Gaskell  has  creeled  ninety  fish 
since  opening.  The  latter  beat  is  now  open,  and  Mr. 
Berry,  Banchory,  has  disposal.  On  the  Knappoch  water, 
Capt.  E.  P.  Brooke  has  creeled  forty  fish  up  to 
date,  seven  of  which  were  got  last  week.  His  section  is 
a'so  open  for  April.  On  Crathie  sect'cn,  Mr,  Kitchenman 
has  had  a  few.  On  Kingcaussie,  three  werj  got  on  Mon- 
day, and  fish  every  day  since  ;  while  Mr.  Meikin  has  had 
over  100  fish  since  opening,  and  two  or  tbree  daily  have 
been  had  on  Park  and  Drum  waters  every  dav  out  — G  M. 

Oykell  (Oykellbridge,  via.  La  rg,  N.B.).— This 
inland  region  has  been  experiencing  very  rough  weither  of 
late;  still  Mr.  J.  B.  G.  Moore,  of  Cookstown,  Co.  Tyrone, 
fishing  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  had  two  silmon  of 
7ilb.  and  81b.  on  Washerwoman's  Pool  on  201;h ;  and  on 
2l8t,  an  8-pounder  on  Juration  Pool.  On  22nd  he  caught 
another  8-pounder  on  Washerwoman's  Pool ;  and  on  23rd 
Mr.  J.  Loewenthal,  Belfast,  caught  one  of  91b.  on  eame 
cast. — B. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — Winter  is  still  with  us,  Enl 
another  snow  storm  prevailed  over  this  part  of  the 
country  on  "ruesday  night.  To-day  (Wednesday),  the  hills 
have  a  wintry  look  and  are  all  under  snow.  In  the  lower 
dales  of  Dumfriesshire  and  Galloway  much  of  the  snow  has 
melted  with  the  sunshine.  To-night  there  are  indications 
of  frost.  Angling  has  been  at  a  low  ebb  for  some  time, 
owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  rivers.  No  flood  has 
occurred  since  the  opening  week  for  angling,  over  a  month 
ago,  and  so  far  the  spring  salmon  fishing  has  been  a 
failure  everywhere  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
It  is  anticipated  that  a  good  fall  cf  rain  would 
improve  the  chances  for  the  rods,  though  it  must 
be  admitted  the  Border  waters  are  of  little  good  for 
spring  salmon  as  a  rale.  There  has  been  no  hatch  of  fly 
this  season  as  the  weather  has  been  too  cold.  North-east 
winds  have  prevailed  for  a  fortnight.  Yellow  trout  are 
still  backward  in  condition,  and  it  will  take  another  fort- 
1  i^ht  or  thereabouts  to  bring  them  into  order.  A  spell  of 
fine  weather  during  the  next  two  weeks  would  tring  cn  a 
hatch  of  March  Browns,  and  be  the  means  of  bringing 
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forward  the  trout  for  Easter  holiday  visitors.  Xotbiog 
has  been  done  on  the  Annan  for  some  time.  Though  the 
waters  are  in  fair  order  for  trout  fiehin;;  no  oue  has 
ventnred  out  for  more  than  a  week.  The  Nith  and 
Galkwiy  ri?er8,  as  also  the  waters  of  Ayrshire,  are  very 
low  and  clear,  and  sport  is  at  a  standstill  everywhare.  In 
the  Solway  no  spring  silmon  are  ranning.  At  one  fi^hing 
station  last  week  not  a  single  spring  salmon  was  Ciught  in 
the  nets. — Heathebbell, 

Spey  (Moray shire). — Owing  to  the  amount  of  grue 
in  tQe  water,  wirn  the  river  in  spate,  little  is  being  done  by 
anglers.  On  tha  Knockindo  House  water,  Mr,  Dann, 
gamekeeper,  killed  two  silmon,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Green,  one, 
all  of  good  average  weight.  Colonel  Cooper,  of  South 
College,  Elgin,  has  leased  from  Mr.  C.  M.  P.  Burn,  for 
the  season,  the  reach  of  watsr  attached  to  Pitcroy  Ledge. 
It  is  one  of  the  finest  reaches  on  the  Spey,  and  embraces  a 
large  number  of  excellent  pools. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Streams.— 
The  elements  duiing  the  past  week  have  not  been  of  the 
most  auspiciouj  character  for  anglers.  However,  many 
anglers  have  been  out.  The  common  yellow  trout  have  on 
very  few  occasions  risen  to  the  fly,  and  only  on  a  fine, 
sunshiny  day,  and  in  the  most  sheltered  nooks,  have  any  of 
the  speckled  beauties  been  got  with  the  fly.  Takes  all  over 
have  been  poor,  the  best  baskets  ranging  from  21b.  up  to 
3Jlb.  A  few  bull  trout  have  been  got,  however,  with  the 
minnow,  but  on  the  whole  the  spring  trout  fithing  has  been 
the  worst  we  have  had  for  some  years  past,  owing  to  the 
weather  conditions  having  militated  so  much  against  the 
anghr.  As  for  the  salmon  angler,  he  has  not  done  so 
bidly,  and  on  various  of  the  fastnesses  fair  good  takes  for 
the  season — -weather  taken  into  consideration — have  been 
got.  On  the  Ednam  House  water  on  Monday,  Mr.  James 
Tdit,  Edenside,  Kelso,  who  is  fishing  Mr.  Woods's  (of 
London)  water,  both  upper  and  under,  killed  a  nice  Gib.  clean 
run  fiah,  beaidee  running  seven  unseESonable  fish,  which 
were,  of  course,  all  returned  at  once  again  to  the  river. 
On  Tuesday,  on  the  same  casts,  he  killed  a  grand  common 
.yellow  trout  of  fully  21b.  weight,  minnow  being  the  lure— 
the  same  as  what  he  caught  his  salmon  with.  He 
hai  also  three  unclean  salmon,  but  they  were  all 
spawned-out  fiah,  and  only  waiting  a  flood  to  allow  them 
to  get  to  the  sea,  there  to  again  recuperate  their  wasted 
energies  after  having  deposited  their  ova,  and  performed 
nature's  wi  rk.  On  the  Hendersyde  P^rk  water  (Sir 
Richard  Waldie  Griffith's,  Bart ),  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle, 
Westwood  Cottage,  Kelso,  killed  one  salmon  of  81b.  on 
Monday  of  last  week.  On  the  followin?  Wednesday  he 
was  successful  in  killing  two  more  fish,  which  turned  the 
Ecale  at  5 Jib.  and  71b.  respectively.  He  had  also  on  the 
same  day,  on  the  Dab,  a  pike  which  weighed  71b.  On  the 
Spronston  water  Mr.  William  Tdit  has  had  two  small 
salmon,  but  the  oatch  of  the  season  in  the  Kelso  district, 
so  far  as  it  has  yet  gone,  was  made  by  Mr.  John  Gibson, 
fisherman  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe,  on 
Tuesday  of  this  week,  on  the  Floors  Castle  lower  water, 
when  he  succeeded  in  killing  a  grand  clean  newly-run 
salmon  from  the  sea,  which  brought  down  the  beam  at 
181b.  Minnow  was  the  lure  on  this  ocoaaion  also,  as  was 
the  case  in  all  the  other  above  takes.  On  the  Teviot  Mr. 
Richard  Ormiston  has  had  one  fish  of  81b.  weight,  and  this 
is  all  thit  has  been  done  up  to  date  for  the  week  on  this 
river  in  the  aalmon  line,  but  Mr.  Robert  Affleck,  Heiton, 
has  again  had  two  p'ke,  of  61b.  and  101b.,  in  his  favourite 
cast,  "  The  Hole ;  "  these  were  got  with  minnow  and 
parr  (ail.  Farther  salmon  fishing  reports  have  just  come 
to  hand  this  (Wednesday)  morning.  On  the  Birgham 
water  the  Earl  of  Homo  and  his  friends  have  had  threa 
fish,  killed  on  Tuesday,  weights  varying  from  71b.  to  101b.  ; 
on  the  same  water,  last  week,  several  fish  wtra  killed, 
but  particulars  are  not  yet  to  hand.  Mr.  Token,  London, 
is  the  new  sub-lessee  for  the  Floors  Castle  under  water, 
and  Mr.  Gibson's  catch,  which  was  one  of  excellent 
quality  atd  proportioa.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Selkirk  Angling  Association  the  financial  statement 
showed  the  clnb  "all  right"  as  regards  funds,  and  Mr. 
C.  Easton  was  elected  president;  Mr.  R.  Donaldson, 
secretary ;  Mr.  J.  McKay,  treasurer.    It  Was  decided  to 


have  the  first  two  competitions  of  the  season  on  April  7 
and  May  19.  Much  satisfaction  must  be  felt  in  the 
angling  communities  of  the  three  great  oountriea,  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  at  the  Royal  prrckmation  appointing 
a  comission  to  consider  the  causes  affectirg the  yield  of  the 
salmon  fisheries.  They  were  further  to  rep  irc  if  any  change 
in  the  law  was  desirable.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Galashiels  Working  Men's  Club,  held  on  Friday  evening 
last,  the  reports  of  both  secretary  and  treasurer  showed 
the  club  to  be  in  a  most  flourishing  condition.  It  was 
agreed  to  hold,  as  usual,  the  two  yearly  competitions — 
spring  and  autumn — and  one  for  summer,  and  it  was  also 
decided  to  present  a  marble  clock  as  a  special  prize  for  the 
heaviest  aggregate  during  the  season.  The  results  of  the 
Tweed  net  salmon  fishings  in  the  river  and  on  the  sea 
c  oast  have  been  fairly  satisfactory  for  the  week  past,  the 
produce  of  salmon  having  been  much  more  abundant  than 
for  some  time  past.  Trout,  however,  are  falling  off  in 
numbers,  and  are  somewhat  scarce.  All  the  fish  caught 
are  in  splendid  condition,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  learn 
that  no  disease  has  as  yet  been  seen  on  any  of  the  fish  got 
in  the  nets.  If  there  have  been  any  affected  fish  in  the 
river  above  the  tideway  they  must  all  have  been  cleared 
out  by  the  late  floods  and  carried  out  to  the  sea. — 
Maxwheet.. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballina  (Imperial  and  Koyal  Hotels'  Private 
Waters).— The  fishing  for  the  past  week  has  been  any- 
thing but  good  here,  owing  to  the  north-easterly  winds ; 
but  I  am  very  glad  to  state  that  the  wind  is  now  blowing 
from  the  west,  and  I  am  sure  that  sport  will  improve. 
There  has  been  two  salmon  caught— one  111b.,  the  other 
131b. — Manager. 

Belfast.— The  equinoctial  galea  are  over,  but  the 
weather  is  still  cold  and  unfavourable  to  angling.  A  few 
trout  were  killed  this  week  on  the  Dams  by  Messrs. 
Agnew,  Murray,  Heaney,  Scully,  and  others,  the  taking 
flies  being  March  Brown  and  Hare's  Ear.  The  Clady  and 
Six-mile  are  low,  and  trout  are  scarcely  moving  in  either, 
the  nightly  frosts  putting  them  down.  Mr.  Coates  killed 
several  salmon  on  the  Bush  since  last  notes. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— Not  much  improvement  in 
sport  since  last  report,  nor  can  it  be  expected  until  we  get 
a  change  in  the  weather.  On  the  Ballyduff  Fishery  :  Mr. 
p.  B.  Bread,  of  London,  23rd  inst.,  two,  9ib.,  121b. ;  24ch 
inst.,  one,  18 Jib. ;  and  his  son,  on  the  same  date,  landed  a 
fine  pike  of  17ib.  on  a  light  trout  rod  and  perch  tackle 
after  a  hard  fight.—WiLLiAM  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bnudrowes  (co,  Donegal),— The  weather  has  again 
been  unfavourable  for  angling  purposes  during  the  past 
week,  cold  north-east  wind  has  prevailed  all  the  time  with 
frost  at  night  and  heavy  showers  of  anow  and  aleet  at 
intervals  d  uring  the  day ;  atill,  several  aalmon  were 
captured  by  Mr.  T.  Gilroy,  averaging  from  8ib,  to  111b., 
and  on  yesterday,  27th  inst.,  the  same  angler  landed  two 
fresh  run  salmon,  weighing  8Ib.  and  101b,  respectively.  At 
time  of  writing  the  wind  is  south-west  and  rain  haa  begun 
to  fall,  so  the  outlook  for  anglers  this  week  is  much  batter 
for  chances  of_  sport,  than  it  has  been  since  the  season 
opened.  The  river  is  at  present  well  stocked  with  salmon, 
and  with  a  little  more  rain  to  make  a  fresh  in  the  river, 
these  salmon  will  at  once  run  through  into  the  lake. — M, 
RoGAiM  AND  Sons. 

Corrib.— The  river  was  disturbed  by  the  equinoctial 
gales,  and  this  with  the  cold  weather  has  greatly  reduced 
sport.  There  is  no  prospect  of  the  usual  good  sport  until 
the  weather  is  warmer. — J,  A.  B, 

East  Tyrone  Rivers,— The  Blackwater  and  Ballin- 
derry  are  running  down.  Brown  trout  fishing  shows  no 
improvement  on  either  river.  Floods  are  required  to  put 
them  into  order.  A  good  many  pike  have  been  killed  on 
the  Balliaderry.— J.  A.  B. 

Zerry  Rivers,— Only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out 
ccjasionally  on  the  principal  Kerry  rivers  open  forargling 
since  lasb  report.  Sport  has  been  poor  owing  to  low 
waters  and  unfavourable  winds.  Rain  ia  badly  wanted, 
and  until  it  takes  place  no  good  nor  even  fair  sport  cin  be 
expected,   April  shall  probably  see  anglers  getting  good 


sport  on  all  the  principal  rivers,  as  during  that  month,  u 
a  rule,  heavy  runs  of  fish  take  place.— T.  J.  D. 

Killarney,- No  good  aport  can  be  expected  until  t 
change  to  rain  sets  in.  At  present  the  weather  ia  very 
cold,  with  occasional  falls  of  anow.  The  prospects  for  tbs 
mxt  few  days  are  not  improved.  Salmon,  which  an 
already  reasonably  aunposed  to  be  numeroua,  and  new  fidi 
are  coming  up. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (00.  Cork).— The  east  wind  haa  not  jeileftng. 
However,  as  we  write,  a  change  looks  near  at  hand. 
When  it  does  come,  with  the  large  number  of  fiah  on  the 
river,  some  excellent  sport  is  sure  to  be  had.  During  tlie 
past  week  the  following  fish  have  been  landed  •  On 
Mashonaglafs,  Mr.  M.  F.  Barry,  71b.,  7Jlb.,  8Jlb  ,  Sflb, 
91b.,10|lb.  On  Ashton,  Mr.  J.  A.  Jameson,  101b.,  81b  Og 
Carhue,  Mr.  G.  M.  Hievers,  101b.  On  Lower  NettleviOg 
Mr.  H.  W.  Thornton,  CJlb.  On  Leehans,  Mr.  8»ib1I 
Haynes,  on  March  25,  five,  111b.,  101b.,  101b.,  9ib.,  7ib  • 
and  Mr.  John  Bullen,  91b.  On  Fargua,  H.  Austen,  lOIbl 
On  Castlelynch,  Mr.  J,  O'Brien,  9ib..  101b.,  101b.,  lUb  ; 
and  Mr,  J.  Sullivan,  111b.  At  Carrigrohaue,  Captl 
Douglas  Pennant,  60th  Rifles,  20th,  two,  leilb,.  71b,- 
22nd,  71b.,  7ilb.;  24th,  321b.  j  25th,  91b.  121b.,  131b.- 

WlLLIAM  HaYNIS  and  SoN. 

Iion^lis  Conn  and  Collen   (Cloghans).  — Mr. 

Connolly,  an  English  gentleman,  in  four  weeks  got  12ij 
trout,  averaging  IJlb. ;  twenty  pike,  largest  271b.,  smallest 
51b  ;  and  six  spent  salmon,  averaging  121b.  Mr 
Rollescn,  in  four  weeks,  118  trout,  averaging  IJlb. ;  seven 
aalmon,  largest  181b.,  smallest  81b.  ;  also  twenty-fonr 
pike,  largest  24ilb.,  smallest  6lb.  Mr.  Stebbing,  ia  two 
weeks,  thirty-four  trout,  six  spent  salmon,  and  fourtesn 
pike.  Mr.  Duoroz,  in  fourteen  days,  thirty-two  trout  and 
three  spring  salmon,  and  twenty-eight  pike,  largest  18!b. 
The  laSe  is  well  stocked  with  salmon,  trout,  and  pike! 
Wind  at  present  south-east,  accompanied  by  hailstorms  — 
Tom  Clarke. 

Lough  Conn,  Ballina  (Oortnorabbay  Hotel).- 
Weather  most  unfavourable  for  fishing  on  the  lake,  as  we 
have  had  a  very  cold  easterly  wind.  Mr.  Tobs  and  frierd 
had  some  nioe  baskets  of  trout,  spinning.  The  best  basket 
made  in  one  day  was  nine  trout,  the  largest  weighing 
4Jlb.— Proprietor. 

Lough  aiask  and  Corrib  (Hotel  Clonbin,  co. 
QalWAj). —Fishing  on  the  above  lakes  and  tiibataries 
has  been  so  very  bad,  owing  to  very  heavy  snow  and  bigli 
winds  from  unfavourable  points  of  the  atmosphere,  that  I 
did  not  report  last  week,  or  encourage  anglers  to  vi-it  ns. 
So  bad  it  was  that  our  local  anglers  could  not  avail  them- 
selves of  fishing  in  their  great  anxiety  for  the  finny  tribe. 
Snow  and  bad  wind  has  now  disappeared,  and  with  a  niet 
soft  showery  April  I  anticipate  a  record  month  fly  fishmg 
and  trolling  on  Mask  and  Corrib.— J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville.  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  18  improving,  though  the  conditioES  have  been  far 
from  favouralle,  the  water  getting  lower,  and  the 
weather  very  bright,  with  unfavourable  winds.  Should 
some  rain  fall— and  it  appears  close  at  hand  at  time  of 
writing— good  sport  should  be  had.  The  following  salmon 
were  had  since  last  report :  Major  Creaswell,  one,  lUlb.  • 
Mr.  Shore,  one,  101b  j  Captain  Sword,  one,  181b.  nearly; 
Pat  Moriarty,  one,  9ilb. ;  and  John  J.  Sullivan,  one,  161b. 
Everything  is  going  on  very  satisfactory  at  the  hatoherr 
here.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin.— Owing  to  the  cold  harsh  weather 
during  the  past  week  but  few  anglers  were  out  on  the 
lake.  Mr.  A.  J.  Troup,  who  was  out  a  few  times,  wae 
successful  in  landing  three  beautiful  fresh  run  salmon,  ot 
9Jlb.,  lOJlb.,  and  111b.  respectively,  on  March  23  and  2('). 
A  few  trout  anglers  were  out  for  a  short  time  daily  during 
th5  past  week,  but,  as  in  the  previous  week,  trout  did  not 
rise  anything  like  well  owing,  of  course,  to  the  frost  at 
night  and  north-east  wind.  Not  exoetdiog  a  dozen  of 
trout  were  taken  with  the  fly  altogether,  and  the  largcit 
fish  weighing  IJlb.  All  that  is  now  needed  to  get  trout  to 
rise  well  to  the  fly  is  some  more  rain  and  westerly  windi, 
wbea  no  doubt  good  baskets  of  gillaroo  and  brown  trout 
would  at  once  be  got,  and  the  weather  seems  more  lik« 
fishing,  and  ia  much  warmer,  and  in  our  next  week's  repoct 
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we  hope  to  bo  able  to  inform  trouters  that  the  fish  are 
risiog  freely  to  the  fly,  aa  jndging  from  the  amount  of 
applioitions  which  Mr.  A.  Scott,  of  the  Hotel  G-irrUon, 
has  on  hands  for  apartments,  ni  time  ia  going  to  be  lost, 
as  far  as  trnut  and  salmon  fishing  is  concerned,  till  the 
Easter  holidiys  ari  over. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Longh  Neag-b.. — In  the  past  fortnight  trout  netting 
has  grtatly  improved  on  the  Antrim  shores,  some  beautiful 
fish  up  to  81b.  and  9ib.  having  been  taken.  The  Lough 
Neagh  brown  trout  are  tiuingst  the  meat  beautiful  of 
their  eppoies — short,  thiok-eet  fellows,  full  of  fight  when 
they  Cin  hi  induced  to  rise  to  the  fly  or  take  a  spinning 
bait.  The  pollen  fisheries  show  an  improvement.  Not 
mnch  anifling  has  been  done  on  the  tributaries,  the 
weather  baing  cold  and  the  streams  out  of  order  generally. 
—J.  A.  B. 

MoTirne  (Wewtonstewart,  oo.  Tyrone).  —  The 

Moume  opens  for  trouting  on  Sunday,  April  1.  At  tiine 
of  writing  the  water  is  runDing  down,  so  that  gome  rain 
would  be  net  ded  to  pat  it  in  g  lod  order  for  the  opening  day. 
Owing  to  tbe  excellent  protection  afforded  in  the  past 
three  close  seasons  there  is  a  good  stock  of  trout  about 
these  reaches.  The  reaches  about  Omagh  suffjred 
terribly  from  the  pollution  of  some  months  ago,  when 
htindredaof  salmon  and  trout  were  killed.  _  A  naw  angling 
club  has  just  been  formed  at  Fintona,  which  will  have  an 
eye  to  the  interests  of  the  upper  waters. — J.  A.  B. 

Private  Waters,  Moy  Hotel  (BalUna).— North 
winds  ;  cold  showers  of  sleet.  There  has  been  no  angling 
tince  last  report,  except  a  few  kelts  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson 
landed.— J.  Devebs. 

Hoy,  iMO-agi  a  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — The  wind  still  continues  in  the  nor'-east,  and 
bitterly  cold.  To-day  there  is  a  change  to  the  west,  and 
much  warmer.  Mr.  Graham,  on  the  27th,  one  salmon, 
131b.;  Mr.  Maulard,  on  the  2"th,  one  salmon,  lUb.  If 
the  wind  keeps  in  the  west  sport  is  sure  to  met d,  as  there 
are  plenty  of  new  f  sh  in  the  pools.  Some  trout  have  been 
taken  spinning  on  the  lough  by  Mr.  Jobs  (largast  4Jlb.). — 
Pat  Heaexes. 

Shannon  and  Longli  Derg  (Eillaloe).— Last 
night,  sgiin,  I  heard  the  weird  call  of  the  curlews  as  they 
winged  tneir  way  high  in  air  in  the  darkness  seawards — a 
sure  sign  of  more  hard  weather.  The  chill  north-easterly 
winds  are  still  with  us,  and  sport  has  consequently  been 
very  poor  indeed.  Only  two  of  my  present  guests,  who 
have  been  fishing  my  preajrves  for  some  time,  have  been 
successful  this  week — one  Mr.  James  Stott,  Manchester- 
lOid,  Bolton,  and  the  other  Mr.  J.  W.  Law-Schofield, 
Eantenstall,  near  Manchester.  On  Thursday  the  last- 
named  gentleman,  fishing  for  trout  nnder  the  weir  wall, 
hooked,  played  for  an  hour,  and  landed  a  very  beautiful 
freshls-run  spiioger  of  161b.  I  have  never  witnessed  on 
the  Shannon  a  better  bout  with  a  fish,  considering  the 
thinness  of  the  gut  and  heavy  current.  On  Friday  Mr. 
Stott  got  a  springer  of  lOIb.,  and  on  Monday  he  had  halt 
an  hour's  grand  sport  with  a  magnificent  fellow  of  211b. 
Congratulations  tj  both  accomplished  anglers. — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Fishing  has  shown  some 
improvement  during  the  week,  but  we  cannot  expect  much 
sport  while  the  weather  continues  eo  bitterly  cold.  On 
Prospect  the  fisheraaen  killed:  20th,  one  ailmon,  301b. ; 
21st,  one  salmon,  24!b. ;  S'tb,  one  salmon,  151b.  On  the 
Caitle  fishery,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  :  22nd,  one 
sUmon,  151b.;  23rd,  one  salmon.  24|lb. ;  24th,  one 
salmon,  291b.— JoHX  E.vright  and  Son. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — On  Monday  foar  anglers  had  in 
Boulekille  Biy  tortj-three  gurnard  and  fifty-six  whiting. 
Weather  very  t^n3,  but  cold,  with  occasional  showers  of 
snow. — T.  J.  D. 

Single. — Good  takes  of  ling  and  pollack  are  now  being 
had  in  tnis  neighbourhood.  Weather  fine,  but  very  cold, 
with  a  smooth  sea. — T.  J.  D. 

Qlenlongh  (Sneem). — Sport  is  now  very  good  at 
pollack  at  and  around  this  place.  On  Monday,  four 
anglers  had  as  many  as  eixty  pollack  in  about  five  hours. 
The  fish  weighed  on  an  average  about  91b.,  several  being 
had  which  weighed  between  91b.  and  211b.  The  spring 
mackerel  fishing  has  opened  badly,  but  prospects  for  the 
next  few  days  are  good  in  all  departments. — T.  J.  D. 

FljmJUth. — In  the  month  of  March  mackerel  beome 
more  plentiful,  aad  large  quantities  are  sent  away  from 
Cornwall  to  the  French  and  English  markets.  Thesa  fish 
continue  in  season  until  October,  and  during  the  summer 
months  several  are  caught  by  whipping  and  railing.  In 
July  and  August,  however,  they  enter  the  harbours,  where 
they  are  taken  with  ground  lines  at  the  bottom.  In  this 
month  congers  are  now  in  their  prime.  The  weather  has 
been  rather  cold  for  pier  fishing,  but  the  mullet  have  been 
biting  very  freely,  and  some  of  the  rods  have  had  catches 
cf  oyer  six  dczen.  The  fish  have  been  rather  small,  but  in 
very  good  condition. — Wili-iam  Heardeb  (B.S.A.8.). 

Kamsgate  (West  Pier).— Few  fishermen  have  been 
out.    Notbing  taken  worth  recording.— W.  E.  Lakee. 


The  Great  Success  that  has  rewarded  the  philanthropic 
efforts  to  provide  the  public  with  good  munic  in  oar  parks  in 
shown  by  the  large  appreciative  crowds  who  linger,  with  evident 
deli;;bt.  near  the  varion<i  bandstaLdx.  The  creation  of  the  healthy 
taste  for  harmony  will,  in  time,  yield  good  fruit  in  giving  the  people 
a  liking  for  a  higher  state  of  civillsaUon,  and  a  yearning  for  that 
which  is  gocd,  noble,  and  true.  Holloway's  remedies  work  a 
similar  miracle  with  ihe  organisation  of  the  body.  The  Fills,  by 
their  pnrifjing  influence,  cleanse  the  blood,  and  the  Ointment 
;rives  strength  and  energy  to  thes^Ktem.  Disease  in  diiven  ont 
of  its  stronghold,  and  health  once  again  reanmes  its  sway. 

SCHOOl  Books,  Diotio.vakieb,  Ac,  inclndlng  Mr.  Jackson  s 
Upright  Writing  Copy  Books,  in  English  and  other  Languages, 
pabllshed  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dun- 
stan's  House,  Fett«r-lane,  London.  Can  be  had  on  application. 


Jingling  ^ijefurcs. 

Ap?il  1. 

C oliingwood  :  Outing  to  Southend. 

Thames  trout  season  opens. 
April  2. 

Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
April  4. 

B  S  A  S. :  Annual  dinner  at  the  FraECiti. 
Aprjl  5. 

Tackle  Trade's  Dinner  at  Holborn  Restaurant. 
April  7. 

Gresham  ;  Outing  and  dintler  at  Black  Horse. 


April  9. — Albion  Brothers  :  A  B  S.  concert. 

,,  9. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers:  A.B.8.  concert. 

,,  9. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Visit. 

,,  9. — Islington  Brothers  :  Visit. 

,,  9. — South  Bermondsey  :  Concert. 

,,  10. — Wimbledon:  Annual  dinner. 

,,  11. — Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Concert. 

,,  19. — Notth-Eist  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  23 — Kingston  Pieoatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  24.^ — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  26. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  26. — West  Kensington  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

,,  30.— A.B.S. :  Prize  distribution. 
May    1. — Wellington  :  Annual  suppar. 
,,      2. — Hounslow  and  Isleworth  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,      3. — Oglander  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,      7. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Annual  sapper. 
,,      9. — Royal  George  :  Annual  sapper. 


t^ejroxts  from  Clu&s 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  TUnrsday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor  Pishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marhed  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association. — Tbe  monthly  renting  and 
preservation  committee  will  meet  on  Monday  evening  next, 
April  2,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghubney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  I  beg  to  ack- 
nowledge with  thanks  ths  receipt  of  IO3.  6d.  from  Josh. 
Cosnett  (per  Hoxton  Brothers'  concert),  53.  from  Mrs. 
Bartlett  (hostess.  Spread  Eagle,  Kingsland-road),  as 
donations;  and  £1  10s.  lOJd.  proceeds  of  the  Hoxton 
Brotherj'  "  smoker  "  on  March  26.  The  committee  meet 
Friday,  April  13.  At  the  last  meeting  three  applications 
were  entertained,  and  £14  granted. — R.  Ghurnet. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District) 
Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the 
Ashford  A.S.,  the  Lion  and  L^mb,  Aske-street,  Hoxton, 
on  Wednesday  next,  April  4.  This  being  the  first  visit  to 
a  new  club,  I  hopa  it  will  be  well  supported. — 
G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Assac^ation  (Western  DisTBicT)_Visit- 
ing  Iii&t. — On  the  26th  inst.  a  most  enjoyable  visit  was 
given  to  the  Jubilee  A.S.  On  the  roll  being  called  fifteen 
c^ubs  were  well  represented.'  The  A.B.S.  Box  contained 
£2  23.  The  next  visit  will  go  to  the  Queen's  A.S., 
Latimer  Arms,  Latimer-road,  Notting  Hill.  Date  later, 
in  the      G.— J.  Harris. 

AUason  Uniiiea  ^rotheri^'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex.  Uibridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
At  the  March  28  meeting  it  was  suggested  that  we  should 
hive  another  set  of  small  scales  for  the  weighing-in  of  such 
as  specimen  dace,  roach,  gudgeon,  and  for  use,  if  needed, 
in  club  matches.  Anyhow,  it  ii  left  over  to  our  April 
meeting,  as  well  as  other  items.  Mr.  Wheeler  is  making 
the  official  fish  standard  and  new  box.  Messrs.  G.  Barker 
and  Chas.  Turner,  the  auditors,  will  present  their  reports 
on  April  4  at  9  p.m.,  when  we  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. 
Several  of  us  are  having  an  outing  (sea  fishing)  for  several 
Oish  prizes.  Any  of  the  above  can  be  installed  for  the  sum 
of  53.,  which  pays  up  to  May  2.  Our  outing  will  be  to 
Southend-on-Sea.  One  rod  only  allowed.  Fuller  con- 
ditions, see  F.  G.  later.  I  have  saveral  Royal  Aquarium 
Exhibition  tickets.  Id.  each,  at  25,  Silver-street,  Kensing- 
ton. We  have  a  few  vacancies  for  a  few  good  working 
members.    We  are  nearly  100  strong. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothexs'  Angliuff  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-street,  Fiusbury. — At  our  meeting 
last  Wednesday,  it  was  decided  to  hold  our  annual  supper 
of  members  and  friends  on  May  7.  Members  please  note 
business  of  importance  next  week ;  another  new  member 
made.  We  have  room  for  one  or  two  more  good  working 
members. — G.  Haynbs. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — On  Wednesday  last,  quarterly 
meeting,  with  good  attendance.  Mr.  Cannar  again 
nominated  as  chiirman  for  the  ensuing  quarter  ;  also 
auditors  appointed  to  prepare  balance-sheet  for  the  annual 
meeting  on  April  4.  Members  are  invited  to  attend. 
Fuither  details  were  discussed  concerning  annual  dinner, 
to  be  held  at  the  Thomas  a  Beckett,  Old  Kent-road,  on 
Thursday,  April  26.  Letter  received  from  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shepherd,  t blinking  membera  for  their  kind  letter  and 
good  w  ahes  — W. 

Bat>«iMa  Friendly  Angling  Soclsty,  Nag'a 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  8.W. — A  general  meeting  will 
take  place  on  April  3  to  hear  the  balance  sheet  read  ;  also 
to  elect  officers. — A.  D. 

Batteraok  Piscatorial  Society,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  Battersea. — Will  members  attend  next  week 
to  clear  the  books  .-'  and  donors  of  prizes  will  oblige  by 


sending  in  same  as  soon  as  poHsible,  that  I  may  arrange 
prize  list. — T.  Trinoham. 

Bermondsey  Brocnera  Angling  Society,  WooU 
pack,  Berrnondsey-strPBt. — Only  two  members  weighed- 
in  on  the  2r)rh  :  Mr.  .(.  M  irtia,  ro.ich  and  parch,  one  of 
the  litter  a  fi'ie  fish  of  IJib. ;  and  A.  Conn,  roach. _  Ona 
of  our  membsrs,  Mr.  .1.  Wigley,  succeeded  in  coming  in 
amongst  the  prizo-winners  in  the  A.B.  Competition  at  the 
second  time<  f  asking. — A.  CoN.v. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  8nolet7,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W  C— On  March  25,  Mr. 
J.  Roach  weighed-in  dace.  On  March  28.  Mr  C.  Davis 
weighed-in  roach.  All  members  are  requested  to  note 
that  April  11  will  be  (juirterly  ni^ht.— T.  P/.tkrxostee. 

Bmnswick  Brothers  Angling  Bo  uecy,  Cnerry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  B. — A  general 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  April  3,  at  8.30  ,  to 
elect  officers  for  the  new  year  ;  members  are  requested  to 
make  a  special  effort  to  attend.  I  must  agiin  remind 
members  in  arrears  with  contributions  to  kindly  attend 
and  piy.  We  elected  a  new  member  at  oar  last  meeting. 
— F.  Randall. 

Cambrldga  Heath  Brothsm  Angling  gooiety. 
Good  Intent.  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road.  Cambiidge 
H«ath. — On  March  25  we  had  a  few  fish  on  the  trays,  the 
efforts  of  some  of  the  competitors  at  St.  Margaret's. 
M(S3rs.  L.  Stephenson,  H,  Hackett,  R.  Hubbard,  E. 
Argent,  and  B.  Smith  had  roach  ;  and  P.  Loft.  rudd.  We 
hold  a  Bohemiin  concert  on'  Monday,  April  9,  on  behalf 
of  the  A.B.S  ,  when  all  are  invited.  Ihe  following  officers 
were  elected  on  Tuesday  night  (quaittrly  night):  II, 
Everett,  chairman;  L.  Stephenson,  jun.,  auditor;  and  W. 
Argent,  delegate  in  plaoa  of  P.  Loft,  who  retires.  H. 
Hubbard,  by  weighing-in  on  March  25,  captures  a  consola- 
tion prize  of  lOs.  6d. ;  and  P.  Loft,  a  cigar  stand.  I  beg 
to  remind  members  that  as  the  season  is  now  finished,  and 
the  prize  distribution  ia  drawing  near,  to  read  the  last  line 
of  the  chorus  of  the  "Absent  Minded  Beggar."  — P. 
Loft. 

Central  Association  Visiting  List.— The  return 
visit  to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers  on  Monday  last  waa 
a  great  success.  Mr.  J.  A.  Fitch  occupied  the  chair,  and 
an  excellent  programme  was  well  (5  irried  out,  assisted  by 
Messrs.  W.  Musgrave,  sen.,  G.  W.  Roberts,  Will 
Musgrave,  and  a  host  of  talented  artists,  and  a  most 
enjoyable  evening  was  patsjd.  On  the  roll  call,  by  Mr. 
C.  Watling,  it  was  found  the  crowded  gathering  repre- 
sented twenty-two  clubs.  Next  visit  going  to  the  Islington 
Brothers  A.S. ;  date  later. — W. 

Cobden  Angling  Soclet?,  Kensal-road,  W.  —  I 
wish  to  remind  those  absent-minded  members  that  next 
Tuesday  evening  is  the  end  of  the  financial  year,  and  I 
should  like  to  sea  them  come  up  and  pay  their  accounts 
for  club  and  concert  tickets.  I  must  also  remind  them 
that  if  not  clear  by  Tuesday,  April  3,  they  will  be  find  as 
per  Rule  43,  April  3  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  the 
officers  will  have  to  be  elected  for  the  ensuing  year.  I 
hope  members  will  attend  on  this  occasion,  as  there 
will  be  some  very  important  budaess  to  be  done. — J. 
Twyman. 

Gollingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — Only  one  member, 
Mr.  E.  Clarke,  fished  the  second  round  of  the  A.B.S.  com- 
petition ;  he  got  a  prize;  after  weighing-in  he  returned 
his  fish  to  the  river.  Mr.  Wiles  (our  host)  takes  the  chair 
at  a  concert  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Ash,  one  of  our 
members,  on  Monday,  April  9,  at  the  Rising  Sun, 
Prince's  Road,  Kennington  Crosj.  I  hope  he  will  be  well 
supported.  One  or  two  members  have  not  yet  paid  up, 
will  they  plsass  do  so,  and  save  me  a  lot  of  unnecessary 
trouble.  We  fish  our  sea  outing  at  Southend  on  April  1 ; 
one  rod;  train,  8  30  am.  from  Fenchurch-street 5 
return,  7  p  m.— P.  P.  Sorge. 

Qalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Match  25  most  of  the 
members  competed  at  St.  Margaret's  ;  Messrs.  A.  Lloyd, 
A.  Wild,  and  R.  Parmar  weighed-in  fish.  On  Tuesday  a 
ft  i  f  attendance.  Mr.  F.  Wild  was  accepted  as  auditor. 
Members  please  note  that  next  Tuesday,  April  3,  is  the 
annual  general  meeting  night.  I  have  received  notice  that 
Eom?  of  the  rules  are  to  be  altered. — S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.  — Several  members 
finished  the  season  fairly  well,  among  whom  were  Mr.  D. 
Ansell,  who  had  71b.  of  mixed  fish ;  Mr.  W.  Elton, 
several  good  roach,  heaviest  fish  lib.  ;  and  Messrs.  A. 
Edwards  and  M.  Brothers,  chub  and  dace.  The  last 
named  gentlemen  succeeded  in  carrying  off  the  two  lapsed 
priz33.  Members  who  were  not  present  on  Wednesday 
last  are  informed  that  a  general  meeting  is  called  for 
Wednesday,  April  4,  as  our  secretary  his  tendered  his 
resignation,  and  we  have  other  important  business. — W. 
Elton. 

Ooldeu  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Unicn-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — On  the  25th  inst. 
Mr.  Stck?s  saved  us  from  a  blank  as  well  as  winning  all 
the  remaining  prizes  of  Cookham  outing.  Don't  forget 
quarterly  night  next  Tuesday.  Important  business.— 
A.  W.  Ellins. 

Great  Not  them  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  PentonviUe,  N. — The 
Central  visit  paid  to  above  society  on  Monday  last,  the 
26th  inst.,  was  well  attetded.  Twenty-one  clubs  re- 
sponded. The  following  gentlemen  contributed  to  the 
harmony  :  Messrs.  Heath,  Lse,  S.  Austin,  Arrogoni, 
Ivanhoe,  Aldis,  Deplic'ge,  and  W.  Musgtave,  The  text 
visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Islington  Brothers. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Haroonrt  Angling  Society,  Harconrt  Arms, 
Haroourt-street,  N.W. — Our  match  on  March  25  resulted 
in  three  prizes  being  taken — rather  more  than  we 
expected.  I  must  aek  the  members  not  to  forget  that 
next  Thursday  will  be  quaiterly  night,  and  if  they  cannot 
come  themselveB  they  might  send  their  contributions  and 
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OGDEN  AND  SGOTFORD, 

PITVILLE  GATES,  GHELTENHAMp 


Fly 


Dx'esser  s     £tnd     Fislning     Rod     slyx^L     Tskckle     IVTanuf  act  \ir©r»s. 
EIGHT   PRIZE    MEDALS    AND    DIPLOMAS  AWARDED. 


All  the  Firm's  Specialities  may  now  be  seen  at  the  Fisheries  Exhibition, 

Royal  Aquarium,  from  lYIarch  8  to  April  5, 


F.  W.  DALE, 

Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST., 


66 


99 


Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  E)ry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittingfs,  and  finish  is 

best  value  made. 

Greenheart,  1  guinea ;  Built-eane,  4  guineas. 

All  lengths  from  9jft.  to  lift. 

FLIES  FOR  FLOATING,  WET  WORK,  YORKSHIRE,  WALES,  AND  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY, 

Is.  6d.  per  dozen. 


The  Lightest  Bods  in  use.   Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz. 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d.  cashoW 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch  fittings,  lancawood 
top.  bag ;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle.  Is.  extra. 

"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  fake  four  times  the  money 
for  it."— Marston,  Fishins  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  12oz.,  price 
5s.  4d..  10\n. ;  5b.  lOd.,  lift. ;  carriage  4d. 

BASaAIlT. 

Finest  Undrawn  GUT,  Eeflna,  as  fine  a  2x 
Drawn,  first  quality,  20in  ,  3/6  100;  Befina,  next 
finest.  21iln.,  2/11 ;  23m.,  3/5  per  100.  Only  small 
lot.   Be  in  time. 


B  O  O  T 

PISHING  GUT  MERCHANT,  HULL. 


ANGLERS!  ANGLERS!! 

THOMAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CROWN   STREET,  COCKERMOUTH. 
Is  Kow  Showing  a  Spiendid 

SELECTION  of  NEW  FISHING  REQUISITES. 

Lake  and  Trout  Eods  all  prices.  Well  balanced 
GreKnheirt  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Rods,  with 
Cork  Handles,  from  30s.  to  COs.  each.  Salmon 
and  Trout  Gut  of  the  best  quality.  Finest 
undrawn  Gut,  21iln.,  78.  6d.  per  hank,  cannot  be 
equalled.  B' els  in  every  variety.  Lines  in  cotton, 
flax,  and  silk.  Flies  to  suit  all  waters,  on  gut  or 
eyed  hooks. 

A^ent  for  S.  AUcock  and  Co.'s  Celebrated  Fish- 
ing Tackle.  Sole  agent  in  North  of  England  and 
South  Scotland  for  Manchester  Cotton  Twine 
Spinning  Company's  Waterproof  Lines,  .kc. 

Illustrated  C»talogue  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  information  for  the  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 


(To  l?u  Trade  only). 


UAPIAI  rC  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers 
tlAulVLLO  Seals'  Far,  Pigs'  Wool,  &c 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES.  Mardyke.  Cork. 


PROPERTIES  with  FISHINGS, 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  including 
salmon,  treat,  and  other  iishinga  should 
advertise  the  same  in 

ESTABUSHKI)  18"fi. 

Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 


Addresa  the  Proprietors— 
SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO 
Limited, 

St.  Danatan'i  Hooae,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

The  Price  List  (gratis)  contains  the  Largest  Variety  of  British'  and  Foreign  Fish 
offered  by  any  dealer  in  the  world.  It  includes  Trout  (all  the  leading  kinds),  Salmon, 
Grayling,  Char,  Pike,  Eels,  Goldfish,  Tench,  Carp  (sundry  strains),  Orfe,  Perch, 
Roach,  Dace,  Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Gudgeon,  Burbot,  Minnows,  &o.,  &o.    Apply  to 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOR  FISHEBY,  CAISTOB,  IiINCOLNSHIBE. 


Fish  Food,  Ground-bait,  Apparatus,  and  Carriers  on  Sale. 


N.B. — The  Stock  Fish  have  taken  twenty  years  to  accumulate,  and  consist  of 
the  finest  strains  in  the  world.  They  run  up  to  161b.,  and  include  pure  Wycombe 
Pish,  which,  on  the  authority  of  the  late  Mr.  Francis,  are  the  best  breed  in  the  Empire. 
Other  choice  varieties  have  been  taken  from  the  Test,  Kennet,  and  other  waters. 


TJie  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  Pages  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures, 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  lUustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of 
the  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  F.C.G."  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to 
friends  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 


PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3Jd. 


May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  Office,  TUDOR  ST.,  E.G. 


NOW  BEADY.— THIRD  EDITION. 

A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 


Price  ONE  SHILLING.  In  neat  cloth  binding. 

London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTOH  &  GO.  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron :  Her  Majesty  the  Queen. 
President:  H.E.H.  the  Duke  op  Saxe- 
coburg  and   gotha,  duke  of 
Edinburgh,  K.G. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

GOOD  FRIDAY,  APRIL  13,  1900, 
At  Seven  o'clock. 

HANDEL'S 

UESSIilH 

The  Additional  Accompaniments  bj' 
Mozart  will  be  dispensed  with,  and  the 
work  given  with  Handel's  Accompaniments 
only.  The  Band  (considerably  augmented; 
will  be  divided  into  Concertino  and 
Ripieno  Orchestras,  in  accordance  with 
the  Composer's  custom. 


MISS    ELLA  RUSSELL. 

MADAME  BELLE  COLE. 
MR.    WILLIAM  GREEN. 
MR.  WATKIN  MILLS. 


ORGANIST,  Mr.  H.  L.  BALFOUR. 
COITDUCTOB: 

Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Doors  Open  at  G ,  Commence  at  7  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.  6d.    Arena,  6s. 
Boxes,  f  1  lis.  6d.  to  £3  38. 
T»  1        (  Reserved  (rows  1  to  4),  5s. 

i  Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8),  4s. 
Gallery  (Promenade),  One  Shilling. 

Tickets  at  the  Boyal  Albert  Hall  and 
usual  Agents. 

NORFOLK  RIVERS  AND  BROADS. 


Visitors  to  these  waters  shoald  purchase  their 
FISHING  TAOKLE  of 

A.J.  RUDD. 54,  London-st,  Norwich. 


winner  of  First  Prize,  Yachting  anil  Fishing 
Exhibition,  Norwich,  1894,  for  the  best  collection 
of  Tackle  for  Norfolk  waters.  Author  of  ' '  Flahing 
In  Norfolk  Waters. 


Mabch  31,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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^prizes  on,  as  we  want  to  wind  up  the  season  and  prepare 
for  the  next.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
itreet,  Harlesden. — Members  are  requested  to  attend  next 
Wednesday  to  elect  officers,  and  arran^fe  for  annual  dinner 
and  distrioution  of  prizes. — W.  N.  Dawes. 

Highbnry  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road ,  HoUoway,  N. — I  wish  to  remind 
members  of  tha  general  meeting  called  for  next  Wedaes- 
day,  when  several  matters  of  importance  will  ba  brought 
forward.— E.  W. 

Hoonslow  and  Xsleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — At  our  meeting 
on  March  28  (Mr.  Wyee-Foster  in  the  chair)  three  new 
members  were  elected,  and  two  more  proposed  and 
seconded.  Mr.  E.  T.  Pargeter  was  elected  a  vice-presi- 
dent. It  was  decided  to  alter  the  date  of  the  dinner  to 
May  2.  Will  members  desirous  of  being  present  kindly 
ijomcnunioate  with  me  ? — J.  M.  Brougham. 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Eingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — A  smoking  concert  in  aid  of 
the  A.B.S.  and  Fishing  Gazette  Tobacco  funds  took 
place  at  the  above  society,  our  large  room  being  nicely 
decorated  with  Union  Jacks,  standards,  and  flowers,  sup- 
ported by  some  v^ry  excellent  musical  talent  organised  by 
our  president,  Mr.  G.  H.  Wood,  who  was  to  have  occn- 
pied  the  chair  on  that  occasion,  but  I  regret  to  have  to 
report  that  he  was  prevented  from  being  present  by  severe 
illness.  A  vote  of  sympathy  and  condolence  was  passed 
by  the  company  present,  wishing  him  a  speedy  recovery. 
Mr.  F.  Newton  occupied  the  chair ;  Mr.  W.  Norman, 
vice.  The  amount  collected  in  A.B.S.  boxes,  £1 103.  lOJd., 
and  donations  from  Josh  Cosnett,  lOs.  6d.,  and  Mrs. 
Bartlett  (hostess),  53. ;  from  programmes  and  A.M  B,, 
£1  03.  4d.,  towards  the  Fishing  Gazette  Tobacco  Fund, — 
Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Soolet:^,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  foUowing  weighed-in  on 
March  25  :  Mr.  Bnrwash,  roach,  saving  the  club  from  a 
blank ;  several  were  out,  but  had  no  sport.  We  met  on 
Tuesday,  27th,  Mr.  Howard  in  the  chair,  when  it  was 
settled  to  have  our  return  visit  on  the  Central  Association 
list  on  Monday,  April  9,  Mr.  J.  Croker,  chairman,  and  Mr. 
Howard,  vice-chairman.  On  that  night,  Mr.  C.  Reeve 
will  fnlbll  his  place  at  piano. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Jubilee  Angling  society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road,  North  Kensington. — Our  return  visit  on  March  26 
was  very  successful,  our  room  was  well-filled.  With  Mr. 
Hall,  of  the  Bomore  A.S.,  in  the  chair,  a  very  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent.  We  return  our  thanks  to  the  various 
clubs  who  gave  us  their  kind  support  on  that  ccoision. — 
G.  Bexce. 

Ziincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win. 

ohester-street,  Pentonville,  N. — On  March  25  Mr.  Bowdy 
was  suceeaaful  in  the  A.  B.  competition.  A  special  meet- 
ing is  called  for  Wednesday,  April  11,  to  arrange  date  tor 
our  annual  supper,  and  distribution  of  prizes. — W. 
Watlixg. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel- 
Qneen-square. — One  of  our  members,  with  his  better  half, 
tried  the  Ruabon  water  for  trout  last  week,  but  the  wind 
was  too  high,  and  it  was  bitterly  cold,  and  so  they  did 
nothing.  The  fish  do  not  rise  well  in  this  water  very 
early,  and  iu  about  a  fortnight  or  so,  and  with  more  genial 
surroundings,  sport  will  be  had.  A  gentleman  in  the 
neighbourhood,  who  is  about  to  stock  his  large  pond  with 
rainbow  trout,  has  asked  as  to  clear  out  the  coarse  fish, 
and  this  we  will  gladly  do,  as  no  doubt  we  shall  obtain  a 
good  few  nic3  fish  for  the  Knowsley  water,  to  which  they 
will  be  transferred.  The  weather  keeps  very  cold,  easterly 
winds  prevailing,  and  fly  fishers  do  not  appear  to  care 
about  being  out,  and  I  have  not  heard  of  a  single  one  who 
has  waved  his  willow  bar  the  above  member  so  far. — R. 

WOOLFALL. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Grove 
House  Tavern,  Camberwell-grove. — For  our  final  competi- 
tion of  the  season,  Thursday,  22nd  inst.,  we  had 
a  capital  show  of  fish.  The  competition  was  ' 
open,  and  the  following  weighed-in,  taking  prizes : 
First,  Mr.  C.  Davies,  with  281b.  2oz.,  roach 
and  dace,  from  Fording  Bridge  ;  sacond,  Mr.  G.  W.  Elliott, 
21lb.,  roach,  from  Fording  Bridge  ;  third,  Mr.  A.  E.  Bald- 
win, one  fish — specimen  pike — from  Stowe,  18lb.  12Joz. 
Mr.  Dumenil  took  the  hon.  members'  prize  with  191b.  9jz., 
roach,  also  from  Fording  Bridge.  The  other  members 
who  were  not  competing  were  Mr.  H.  Padbnry,  with  two 
pike,  231b.  15oz.,  spe'  imen  fish  151b.  9oz. ;  and  Mr.  W.  F. 
Giimmett,  241b.  12|oz.,  roach  (seven  fish  over  lib.),  speci- 
men lib.  lOJoz.,  these  from  Fordingbridge.  The  water 
was  again  given  by  our  chairman,  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett. — 
C.  E.  Allen. 

Oglauder  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Owing  to  the  unfavourable 
weather  on  March  25  the  seven  prizes  were  not  taken  at 
Broxbonrne.  We  have  decided  to  hold  them  over  until 
the  opening  of  season.  Our  first  annual  dinner  will  take 
placa  at  the  above  hotel  on  Thursday,  Mayo. — E.  Dyball. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green,  E.— On 
March  25  Mr.  J.  Nagle  weighed-in  .31b.  lOJoz  ,  roach ;  Mr. 
J.  Blade,  2ib.  6dz.,  roach;  and  Mr.  J.  Whitmore,  7i'^z  , 
roacb.  Mr.  D.  Seal  weighed-in  one  chub,  21b.  10|oz.,  thus 
winning  the  priza  for  the  heaviest  chub. — G,  Barbs. 

Qneen's  Fiscatonals,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W.  —  On  March  25  Messrs. 
Taylor  and  Payne  weighed-in,  that  beiug  practically  the 
last  weigh-in  of  the  season.  Tuesday  next,  April  3,  will 
be  the  annual  general  meeting.  Election  of  officers, 
paat'iog  of  balince-sheet,  and  any  business  for  the  general 
welfare  of  the  society  will  take  place.  '■>  p.m.  sharp. — 
G.  K. 

B«yal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-ttreet,  Soho-square. — On  the  28tb  inst.  we  got 


through  a  deal  of  work,  including  deciding  our  supper 
night,  which  is  May  9.  Chairman,  Mr.  Trotter  ;  vice,  Mr. 
Holder  ;  stewards,  Speelmann  and  W.  Allport.  We  also 
chose  our  prizes,  but  sorry  to  say  we  have  some  to  carry 
over  until  next  season.  Will  mf  mbers  who  have  offered 
pii/.es  kindly  send  them  next  week,  so  as  to  get  all  things 
in  order. — J.  GinnoNs. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorlals.  Institute, 
Rotherbithe  New-road,  8.E. — We  had  a  very  fair  show  of 
fish  on  Sanday  last  for  the  wind  up  of  the  season,  consist- 
ing of  bream,  roach,  and  dace,  the  following  members 
contributing  :  Messrs.  W.  Streeton,  P.  AUum,  W.  Costin, 
and  your  humble  servant.  I  hope  all  members  will  be 
present  on  Friday  night,  the  30th  inst.,  it  being  the  half- 
yearly  night,  as  we  have  important  business  to  difcuss,  also 
to  elect  auditors,  and  other  business.  I  must  again  remind 
members  that  on  Monday,  April  '.),  our  old  friend  W. 
Capewell  takes  his  testimonial  benefit  at  the  above 
institute,  and  I  am  looking  forward  for  the  support  of  our 
members  to  do  their  best  towards  making  it  a  success. 
Also  we  have  to  commence  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
supper,  which  takes  place  about  the  middle  of  May,  so  I 
hope  to  see  members  turn  up  at  9  sharp.— J.  H.  Davis. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodes- 
well -road,  Stepney,  B. — A  few  of  our  members  were  out 
on  March  25,  but  did  not  return  to  the  club-house  to  weigh- 
in  fish.  I  hope  our  members  will  show  up  next  Friday, 
March  30  (quarterly  night).— W.  Beattie. 

Stratfbrd  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — A  special  meeting  will 
be  held  next  Tuesday,  April  3,  at  9.15  p.m.  sharp,  when  it 
is  hoped  aU  members  will  make  it  their  business  to  attend. 
— G.  A.  Payne. 

Snndial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — At  our  annual  quarterly 
meetirg  night  Mr.  J.  Harwood  was  elected  chairman  ; 
Mr.  H.  Holt,  vice-chairman ;  C.  B.  Lock,  secretary ; 
Mr.  W.  Gregory,  assistant  secretary  j  Mr.  G.  W. 
Sherman,  treasurer;  Messrs.  H.  Holt  and  A.  Stevens  as 
auditors  for  balance-sheet;  Messrs.  H.  Holt  and  J. 
Harwood  as  hon.  delegates  to  the  Anglers'  Association  ; 
Messrs.  B.  C.  Lock,  T.  Carpenter,  A.  Stevens,  J.  Morgan, 
J.  Phelp,  A.  B.  Cartwright,  and  H.  Adams  were  elected 
as  committee.  The  special  business  as  to  removing  was 
gone  into,  and,  owing  to  the  late  hour,  it  is  adjourned  to 
next  meeting  night,  hoping  all  members  will  try  and 
attend.— C.  E.  Lock. 

Walham  Oreen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  BuU,  Fulham-road.  S.W. — A  very  jolly  meeting, 
at  which  we  welcomed  the  rfappearance  of  our  worthy 
secretary,  Mr.  A.  Glass ;  and  are  happy  to  inform  absent 
members  that  Mr.  Glass  has  apparently  fully  recovered, 
and  we  hope  and  trust  it  is  so  in  reality.  Our  annual 
dinner  is  proposed  for  May  ;  actual  date  is  not  fixed,  and 
we  want  a  full  attendance  next  week  for  that  particular 
purpose.— W.  W.  D. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angfling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— Our  club  finished  up 
the  season  on  March  26  without  a  blank.  Messrs. 
Thompson  and  Howell,  dace ;  Eacott,  roach.  Our 
quarterly  election  of  officers  took  place  on  Wednesday, 
March  28,  Mr.  Eaton  being  again  chosen  for  the  chair. 
Members  would  greatly  oblige  by  bringing  up  their  prizes 
on  Wednesday,  April  4,  for  the  annual  distribution,  which 
event  takes  plac 9  on  Wednesday,  April  11.  On  that  date 
also  our  smoking  concart  takes  place. — W.  Callcut. 

Wellington  Angling  Sooiety,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.B. — We  had  a  fairly  good 
muster  at  our  maeting  on  March  27,  when  it  was  decided 
that  our  annual  supper  should  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
May  1.  I  have  received  promises  of  support  from  several 
artist  friends  for  the  entertainment,  and  I  hope  that  all 
friends  of  the  Wellington  will  join  us  on  that  evening. — 

C.  WiLLETT. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — Our  match  at  St.  Margaret's  on  the  25th  was 
not  very  successful,  only  two  members  tiking  fish — Mr. 
Hasler,  roach,  taking  a  prize  in  the  A.B.S.  competition, 
and  Mr.  F.  Betnez,  roach.  I  regret  to  announce  tjlie  death 
of  our  late  secretary,  Mr.  W.  Harden,  who  passed  away 
last  Friday  after  a  long  and  painful  illness.  Will  members 
kindly  attend  early  on  meeting  night,  as  we  have  some 
important  business. — H.  Heie. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N. — Will  the  committee  and  members 
please  note  that  we  hold  our  annual  general  meeting  on 
April  18,  to  diBcnsa  the  usual  business  relative  to  the 
distribution  of  prizes,  &C.—W.  E.  Beaumont. 

West  Kensington  Park  Angling  Society,  Bird- 
in-Hand,  Masborough-road,  W. — A  general  meeting  took 
place  on  Tuesday,  March  27.  There  was  a  large  atten- 
dance of  members  present.  It  was  decided  that  the  club 
should  still  be  carried  on,  it  being  in  a  prosperous 
condition  as  to  funds  and  members.  We  had  the  pleasure 
of  two  new  members,  and  any  gentleman  wishing  to 
become  a  member  of  this  society  can  do  so  by  attending  on 
any  Tuesday  evening,  at  nine  o'clock.  We  are  going  to 
have  a  grand  A.B.  A.,  smoker  on  Thursday,  April  26,  when 
we  hope  to  be  favoured  with  the  attendance  of  a  host  of 
the  angling  brotherhood.  The  meeting  closed  with  a 
cordiil  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  and  the  exchange 
of  numerous  good  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  club  in  the 
coming  year. — W.  A.  L. 


AhebiCAN  Books. — A  catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departmentB  of  literature  ran  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Danstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 

Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.— Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.  Fast 
train  consignments  from  their  Continental  agents  twice  a  week. 
Catalogue  gratis. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

4703.  Jamf 8  Silvebtpr,  Strand,  London.  "Improve- 
ments in  gaS  books." 
4922.  Thomas  Sudron,  Chancery-lane,  London.  "An 
improved  'sallows'  or  fair-lead  for  stfam 
trawlers,  fishing  smacks,  or  other  suitable 
vessels." 

4994.   John  William  Hughes,  Hewell-road,  Redditch. 

"An  improved  lock  joint  for  use  on  fiehing 
rods  and  the  like." 
24,241.  Trawling  gear.  Patentee  :  Mr.  \),  B.  Walker, 
Aberdeen,  N.B.  To  assist  in  keeping  an 
otter-board  in  a  vertical  position,  an  air  tube 
is  fitted  along  the  upper  edge.  The  Pro- 
visional Specification  states  that  the  head- 
line of  the  net  may  be  buoyed  up  with  glass 
floats. 


^offings  bp  ti}c  iSiiap. 


This  is  from  "  The  Kangaroo  Bat,"  by  Ernest  Seton 
Thompson,  in  the  April  Scribner  s  :  "  I  set  a  trap  by 
these  holes,  and  next  morning  I  had  surely  caught  nay 
'  fairy.'  Just  the  loveliest,  daintiest,  fawn-brown  little 
creature  that  I  had  ever  seen  in  fur — large,  beautiful  eyes 
like  a  fawn's — no  !  not  like  a  fawn's,  for  no  fawn  that 
ever  lived  had  such  wonderfully  innocent  orbs  of  liquid 
brown,  ears  like  thinnest  shells  of  the  sea,  showing  the 
pink  veins'  flood  of  life.  His  hindfeet  were  large  and 
strong ;  but  his  forefeet — hia  hands,  I  mean — were  the 
tiniest  of  the  tiny — pinky  white  and  rounded  and 
dimpled,  just  like  a  biby's,  only  whiter  atd 
smaller  than  the  tip  of  baby's  smallest  finger.  His 
throat  and  breast  were  snowy  white — however  does  he 
keep  himself  so  sweetly  clean  in  such  a  land  of  mud! 
Down  the  outside  of  his  brown  velvet  knickerbockers  was 
the  cutest  little  silvery  white  stripe,  just  like  that  on  a 
trooper's  breeches.  His  tail,  the  train  that  I  supposed 
the  page  carried  in  dancing,  was  remarkably  long,  and  was 
decorated  to  match  the  breeches  with  two  long,  white 
stripes,  and  ended  in  a  feather  duster,  which  ^a,3  very 
pretty,  but  rather  overdone,  I  thought,  until  I  found  out 
it  was  designed  for  several  important  purposes." 

 >♦»♦<  

The  siege  of  Ladysmith  was  not  such  a  dull  affair  after 
all.  Of  course,  the  enemy  made  things  a  bit  lively  by 
shelling  the  inhabitants,  and  for  6d.  weekly  there  was  pn 
sale  a  real  live  paper,  entitled  the  Ladysmith  Lyre  (quite 
a  musical  title  !).  The  first  number  was  issued  Nov.  27, 
1899,  and  the  prospectus  is  as  follows  : 


The  Ladysmith  Lyre  is  published  to  supply  a  long  felt 
want.  What  you  want  in  a  besieged  town,  cut  off  from 
the  world,  is  news  which  you  can  absolutely  rely  on  as 
false.  The  rumours  that  pass  from  tongue  to  tongue 
may,  for  all  you  know,  be  occasionally  true.  Our 
news  we  guarantee  to  be  false.  In  the  collection 
and  preparation  of  falsehoods  we  shall  spare  no 
effort  and  no  expense.  It  is  enough  for  us 
that  Ladysmith  wants  stories  ;  it  shall  have  them. 
It  is  possible,  however,  even  in  the  best  regulated  news- 
paper that  some  truths  may  unavoidably  creep  in.  To 
save  our  readers  the  trouble  of  picking  them  out,  these 
will  be  published  in  a  special  column  by  themselves.  This 
division  of  news,  into  true  and  false,  is  an  entirely  new 
department  in  the  history  of  the  public  press.  Whatever 
you  read  in  the  space  devoted  to  truth  you  may  believe. 
The  rest  of  the  Ladysmith  Lyre  you  may  believe,  or  not, 
as  you  like. 

 ►»»-»^  

The  American  Fishing  Gazette  quotes  the  following 
from  the  "  London  Telegraph  "  :  "  It  is  astonishing  what 
tiny  brooks  large  silmon  will  ascend  in  obedience  to  the 
instinct  which  teaches  them  to  seek  a  nursery  where  their 
young  will  be  comparatively  secure  from  the  attacks  of 
their  numerous  enemies.  In  one  small  pool  of  a  little  burn 
in  the  Highlands,  half  a  dozen  yards  long  and  but  a  few  feet 
broad,  I  have  seen,  rather  later  in  the  year,  eight  or  ten 
salmon,  gome  of  which  must  have  weighed  between  201b. 
and  301b.  In  such  circumstances  they  are  accessible  to  the 
device  of  poachers.  A  common  method  is  to  select  a  long 
"  holding  "  pool,  where  the  salmon  are  known  to  be  plentiful, 
and  where  the  water  is  moderatly  deep  at  the  sides.  At  such 
a  place  the  poachers,  their  faces  blackened,  and  perhaps  a 
dozen  or  so  in  number,  time  their  arrival  an  hour  or  two 
beforeidawn  and  stone  the  pool  vigorously  until  there  is  light 
enough  for  the  next  stage  of  the  proceedings.  Frightened 
and  confused  by  the  constant  splashing  of  the  water  and 
the  descent  of  big  stones  all  around  them,  the  salmon  seek 
refuge  by  the  banks,  where,  in  the_  meantime,  the 
poachers  are  c  ireful  to  leave  them  undisturbed.  When 
daylight  appears  the  men  creep  cautiously  up  stream  along 
the  banks  armed  with  long  handled  gaffs,  wherewith  to 
snatch  the  salmon,  which  lie  quietly,  aa  though  dazed,  in 
three  or  four  feet  of  water.  A  cirtload  of  heavy  fish  is 
sometimes  secured  during  one  of  these  matutinal  forays. " 


"  The  change  a  climate  to  which  animals  have  not  been 
accustomed  will  effect  upon  their  capillary  properties," 
says  the  American  Field,  "  was  patly  illustrated  recently 
in  a  cold  storage  warehouse  in  New  York.  In  the  main 
part  of  the  building  the  owner  kept  down  the  hordes  of 
mice  by  having  two  good  cite,  but  in  the  cold  storage  part 
the  little  rodents  had  full  swing  and  they  destroyed  so  much 


240 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[March  31,  1900 


property,  gnawiDgintoallkicdsof packages,  etp'oially these 
contaiDiog  fiuits,  that  the  loss  was  serious  and  means  of 
prevention  were  neceseary.  "  It  seemed  rather  a  cruel 
experirnent,  but  the  nuisance  bccime  so  unbearable  that 
he  df  cided  at  last_  to  install  a  cat  in  the  cold  storage 
wart  house.  Provision  to  a  certain  extent  was  made 
fcr  her  comfort  and  she  was  left  to  her  own  devices  and 
the  mice.  Pussy  seemed  to  flcurish,  notwithstanding 
the  cold,  and  in  the  course  of  about  a  week  became 
mother  to  a  fine  litter  of  six  kittens.  After  a  time  three 
of  the  latter  were  removed,  but  the  old  cat  and  her  ra- 
maiLing  progeny  were  still  left  in  their  arctic  quaiters. 


' '  When  allowed  out  it  was  noticed  that  she  grew  weak  and 
listless.  She  tottered  about  in  an  aimless  way,  as  though 
all  energy  and  interest  in  life  was  lost.  As  soon,  however, 
as  she  was  returned  to  her  cold  quarters  she  recovered  her 
vigour,  and  became  as  bright  and  active  as  usual.  A 
curious  feature  was  soon  observed  in  the  kittens.  They 
grew  to  an  immense  size,  their  coats  became 
long  and  shaggy,  and  the  far  much  coarser 
than  that  of  an  ordinary  cat.  It  had  also  a  peculiar 
tendercy  to  curl.  The  feelers  or  whiskers,  too,  grew  to 
nearly  double  length,  so  that  when  they  were  placed  beside 
the  members  of  their  own  immediate  family  the  difference 
was  so  marked  that  they  might  have  easily  passed  for  an 
entirely  different  breed.  The  change  took  place  within 
three  months,  giving  a  curious  example  of  how  suddenly 
and  completely  nature  will  adapt  itself  to  the  exigfnoies  of 
climate  with  the  young.  It  will  be  interesting  to  know  if 
the  future  progeny  of  these  young  cats  will  inherit  the 
pEculiar  features  of  their  parents." 


In  answer  to  several  correspondents  who  appear  a  "  bit 
mixed  "  as  to  the  fish  taken  during  the  close  time  on  the 
Lea,  it  may  be  useful  to  quote  the  following  from  the 
Anglers'  Association  "  Argler's  Guide  "  : 

The  following  respective  periods  shall  bs  deemed  to  be 
the  fence  season  in  tte  liver,  that  is  to  say  : 

(o.)  For  salmon,  salmon  trout,  and  trout,  the  period 
between  the  twenty -ninth  day  of  September  in 
each  year  and  the  thirtieth  day  of  April  follow- 
ing, both  inclusive. 
(h.)  For  pike,  or  jack,  aid  perch,  the  period  between 
the  fifteenth  day  of  March  in  each  year  and  the 
first  day  of  August  following,  both  inclusive, 
(c.)  For  grayling,  gudgeon,  pope,  dace,  crayfish, 
bleak,  minnow,  and  eels,  the  period  between 
the  thirty-first  day  of  March  in  each  year  and 
the  fifteenth  day  of  June  following,  both 
inclusive. 

(d.)  For  roach,  chub,  bream,  barbel,  tench,  radd,  and 
carp,  the  period  between  the  thirty-first  day  of 
March  and  the  first  day  of  July  following. 


I  THINK  that  the  majority  of  anglers  have  experienced 
that  delicious  state  of  repose,  when,  after  the  late  dinner, 
in  slippered  feet,  the  pipe  in  full  blast,  and  the  whisky  and 
soda  at  one's  elbow,  the  circumstances  of  the  day's  work 
and  catch  are  "  called  over  "  to  the  eager  listeners.  A. 
and  B.  were  two  chums.  B.  had  been  invited  down  by  A. 
for  a  day  on  good  water.  A  heavy  take  had  been  the 
result,  the  battle  had  been  re-fought,  and  a  special  brand 
of  cigars  had  been  duly  fixed  up.  Mrs.  A.  soon  announced 
her  intention  of  retiring,  and  left  the  two  friends  to  them- 
selves. The  drowsy  god  soon  commenced  to  woo  the  tired 
frame  of  A  ,  and  he  began  to  nod.  B.  still  smoked  on,  and 
lighted  another  weed,  at  which  period  A.,  seeing  that  B. 
was  still  going  strong,  also  retired.  B.  finished  his  smoke, 
rose,  and  stretched  bis  limbs,  turned  the  gas  down,  and, 
strolling  to  the  casement,  unfastened  it,  to  see  "  how  sweet 
the  moonlight  slept  upon  the  bank." 


The  delicious  perfnme  of  the  night-stock  filled  the 
surrounding  air,  and  B.  was  just  about  to  emerge  into  the 
open  when  a  heavy  hand  was  placed  upon  his  collar,  a 
bull's-eye  flashed  in  his  face,  and  a  rough  voice  announced 
that  the  owner  had  "  got  him."  B.  tried  to  persuade  the 
village  bobby  that  he  was  a  visitor  ;  but  the  turned-down 
gas,  and  the  apparent  flight,  at  once  pointed  to  guilt. 
"Where's  the  swag?"  quoth  the  Copper.     "My  dear 

fellow  "  began  B. ;  but  it  was  all  to  no  purpose,  for  he 

was  marched  straight  to  the  station,  where,  forturately, 
the  Serjeant  on  duty  recognised  the  captive.  Explanations 
followed,  and  B.  was  escorted  back  to  his  friend's  house, 
only  to  find  the  camp  inoonfusitn.  Tranquility  was  at 
length  restored,  and  B.  retired  to  rest,  but  his  dreams 
were  awful.  The  bobby  was  promoted,  and  the  next  day 
B.  returned  to  town,  a  sadder  and  a  wiser  man. 


A  JiAnNincENT  specimen  of  a  spring  salmon  was  on 
view  at  Mfst^rs.  W.  Ilaynesand  Sons,  fishiog  tackle  makers, 
Cork,  on  Monday,  March  10,  which  was  killed  on  Mr. 
Basse's  fishery  at  Cariigrohane  by  Capt.  Douglas  Pennant, 
COth  I'ifles.  The  fish  weighed  •321b.,  and  was,  with  one 
exception,  the  largflitt  spring  salmon  ever  taken  with  red 
and  line  on  the  Lte  River,  co.  Cork. 


Nkxt  Tneiday  the  great  fight  between  Jeffries  and 
Shaikey  in  New  York  at  the  end  of  last  year  will  be  re- 
era ':ted  at  the  Iloydl  Aquarium  by  means  of  the  biograph. 
Without  doubt  this  will  prove  the  biggest  triumph  jet 
made  with  living  pictures.  The  film  ratasnres  over  seven 
miles  in  length,  ani  every  movement  of  a  tight  which 
lasted  some  120  minutes  will  be  se'  n.  To  obtain  the  living 
photographs  a  force  of  electricity  nutlicient  to  illuminate  a 
city  with  50,0*X)  inhabitants  was  employed  during  the 
whole  period  of  the  fight. 


The  Thames  will  be  open  for  trout  fishing  on  April  1. 

—    >  »  <  •  <  

Mr.  G.  H.  Wood,  president  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers' 
A.S.  (than  whom  no  more  philanthropic  angler  ever  lived) 
was  to  have  presided  on  Monday  evening  last  at  a  concert  in 
aid  of  the  A.B.S.  and  ft«/u'n3  Gazette  "  Tobacco  Fund." 
He  was,  however,  too  ill  to  attend.  I  wish  him  a  speedy 
recovery.  Mr.  Frank  Newton  officiated  in  his  stead.  The 
result  of  the  collection  was  nearly  £3  lOs.  Od. 


The  forthcoming  dinner  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  at  Prasciti, 
on  Wednesday  next,  April  4,  is  likely  to  prove  a  great 
success.  The  musical  arrangements  are  in  the  hinds  of 
Mr.  Wallace  Arthur.  The  chair  will  be  tiken  by  Sir 
Courtney  Boyle, _K  C.B.  It  would  be  esteemed  a  favour 
by  the  secretary  if  those  who  have  not  yet  received  tickets 
would  apply  as  quickly  as  possible. 


At  the  l^sed  prize  outing  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  on 
March  25,  all  the  prizes  were  taken.  Although  the  takes 
were  a  little  more  respectable,  they  were  not  very  heavy 
(no  roach  over  14oz.).  The  weather  was  fine,  and  agreat 
improvement  on  the  previous  week,  although  the  wind  was 
still  easterly.  Mr.  Medcalf  did  the  stamping  of  tickets 
and  officiated  at  the  scales,  ably  assisted  by  Messrs.  Malby, 
Newton,  Hunt,  Levien,  and  Wade.  A  word  of  praise  is  due 
to  Host  Stevens,  of  the  Rose  and  Crown,  St.  Margaret's, 
for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  he  catered  for  the 
committee.  The  prizes  won  will  be  distributed  on  April  30 
at  the  Bald-Faced  Stag. 


A  MEMBER  of  the  Collingwood  A.-  S.  (Mr.  Dick  Ash) 
having  lost  his  wife  suddenly,  is  to  be  the  recipient  of  a 
benefit  concert  on  Monday,  April  9,  at  the  Rising  Sun, 
Princes-road,  Kennington  Cross.  The  host  of  the  Colling- 
wood, Mr.  W.  O.  Wiles,  will  take  the  chair. 


What  is  the  "grip  ?"  I  hope  it  is  not  worse  than 
influenza.  The  "  grip  "  here  illustrated  is  one  for  holding 
a  cigarette  so  as  to  allow  of  the  use  of  both  hands  while 
reading,  fishing,  billiard  playing,  &c.  The  objectionable 
stain  on  cigarette  smokers'  fingers  is  obviated  by  this 
df  xter-ous  contrivance,  and  is  the  invention  of  Mr.  G.  W. 
Dexter,  jeweller,  Cornhill,  Caistor,  Lines.     They  are 


made  of  solid  sterling  silver,  and  will  be  sent  post-free  (in 
leatherette  case)  on  receipt  of  stamps  or  postal  order  tor 
one  shilling.  I  am  a  duffer  at  smoking  cigarettes  (I  like  a 
good  strong  cigar),  and  the  same  handy  contrivance  is  in 
stock,  to  be  used  in  a  similar  manner.  Price  on  application 
to  Mr.  Dexter. 

It  is  possible  to  have  too  much  of  a  good  thing,  but  one 
cannot  well  be  too  patriotic.  The  latest  addition  to  our 
national  songs  is  one  entitled  "  The  Royal  Standard  of 
Our  Queen."  It  is  dedicated  to  Lady  Roberts,  and  the 
words  and  music  arc  copyright.  Words.  Is.  per  copy ; 
words  and  music,  43.  per  copy,  of  W.  Mitchell,  Pearson 
Lodge,  Camden-road,  Hollow  ay,  N.  25  per  cent,  of  the 
cett  profits  from  the  sale  of  this  song  will  be  applied  to 
the  benefit  of  the  "Widows  and  Orphans  Patriotic  War 
Fund,"  or  any  other  similar  charitable  object  desired, 
where  snog  or  recited  in  public  and  duly  acknowledged  in 
the  Daily  Telegraph, 

 >»»■»<  

Tll^;  House  gave  a  first  reading  to  a  Bill  introduced  by 
Mr.  Ritchie  "to  amend  the  Acts  relating  to  Sea 
Fisheries,"  the  object  being  to  make  it  illegal  to  offer  for 
sale  tieh  below  a  certain  size.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
explained  that  similar  legislation  was  in  existence  in  other 
countries,  and  said  it  was  desired  to  safeguard  as  far  as 
possible  the  supply  of  food  fishes.  At  the  present  time 
immature  fish  were  landed  by  trawlers  and  disposad  of  as 
manure. 

The  final  arrangements  for  the  Fishing  Tackle  Trades 
Dinner  have  been  made,  a  splendid  musical  programme 
has  been  provided,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  may 
be  anticipated.  'The  artistes  include  the  following: 
Egbert  Roberts,  John  Allan,  G.  Renn,  J.  Price,  B. 
Taylor,  J.  Sinter,  Herbert  Linwood,  L.  D.  Poynter 
(violin  solo),  W.  T.  Clay  (clarionet  soh)),  R.  Ileaton,  W. 
ilae,  Misses  May  Gillett,  Daisy  Richardson,  F.  Carter 
La  Tour,  Isabel  Littlejohn,  and  Mrs.  Slater.  Mr.  Samuel 
Alloock  will  preside,  with  Mr.  M.  Carswell  in  the  vicj. 



The  annual  meeting  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society 
will  be  held  on  Monday,  April  '2, ;  and  the  annual  dinner 
is  fixed  for  Monday,  April  23. 


_  The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion of  London  Angling  Clubs  will  take  place  on  Mrnday 
evening  next,  April  2,  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  at  nine  o'clock.  Two 
new  clubs  will  be  enrolled — the  "  Hounslow"  and  "  Fire 
Brigade." 


I  HEAR  with  great  regret  that  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  of 
Kingston-on-Thames,  is  dingerously  ill. 

 1  (  

The  announcement  that  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  (the 
"  Good  Shepherd  ")  is  fast  approaching  convalescence  is 
very  gratifying. 


The  Gresham  annual  "  Ladies'  Night,"  on  Tuesday 
last,  was  a  brilliant  success.  The  "  Gresh "  never  do 
things  by  halves.  Sandwiched  between  an  excellent 
musical  programme  Dr.  Patterson  outrivalled  himself  by 
delivering  his  now  famous  lantern  lecture.  Mr.  Clay 
manipulated  the  lantern.  Everyone  present  were  highly 
delighted,  and  my  one  regret  was  that  Mr.  Reeves  was  not 
well  enough  to  perform  on  the  bellophone. 

 >♦»♦<  

On  Thursday  evening  I  just  "popped  in"  to  the 
Preetnason's  Tavern,  the  occasion  being  the  annual 
"  Ladies  Night "  of  the  Bohemians.  And  it  was  a  night 
I  have  dined,  and  danced,  and  sat  in  the  great  hall  many 
times,  bat  never  saw  such  a  splendid  attendance,  and 
never  listened  to  a  more  charming  repertoire  of  music. 
Dalgety  Henderson  had  control  of  the  entertainment 
and,  in  his  big  easy  chair,  supported  by  a  galaxy  of  beauty 
("  Alfred"  A.  is  not  included  in  this),  sat  Mr.  G.  R.  Sims 
("  Dagonet")  looking  the  picture  of  contentment.  There 
are  cbairmen  and  chairmen,  but  "Our  George"  is  a 
"  little  bit  on  the  top." 

 >»»■»<  

The  Cletek  Little  Wife. 

A  young  wife  bought  an  oyster  plant  and  set  it  out  to 
grow. 

Quoth  she,  "  'Twill  please  my  husband,  who  does  love 
oysters  so  ! 

And  when  the  oyster  season  comes  I'll  go  out  every  day 
And  pick  a  bushel  basketful,  with  not  a  cent  to  pay. 
Oh,  he  shall  sup  on  Saddlerocks,  for  which  he  has  a 
craze. 

Or  Millponds,  Bluepoints,  Shrewsburys,  or  even  Rocka- 
wajs. 

And  he  will  be  so  grateful  and  full  of  joy,  to  see 
How  very  economical  his  little  wife  can  be  !  " 

— Paul  West  in  Life. 
 >»♦♦<  

Amateur  Sportsman:  "Great  Soot!  You  have  a  lot 
of  birds.  I  bet  I  will  go  back  with  a  bag  fall."  Clever 
Boy:  "How  much  do  yon  expect  to  pay  a  dozen  for 

'em  ?  " 

 )  »  K  ( 

Nine  anglers  went  fishing  to  Amberley,  and  at  the  en 
of  the  day  threw  their  respective  captures  on  the  meadow, 
side  by  side,  while  they  packed  their  rods,  &s.  On 
counting  the  fish — either  up,  down,  sideways,  or  cross- 
ways— they  found  the  quantity  was  exactly  the  same  ; 

2  7  6 

9  5  1 

4  3  8 

  >  »44  <  

An  old  proverb  Eays  that  "  it's  a  poor  dog  who  can't 
look  after  his  c  wn  bone."  I  was  present  in  propria 
persona,  in  the  Queen's  Bench,  when  the  case  of  my— and 
1  think  all  my  readers' — friend,  Mr.  Charles  Ilussey, 
came  up  for  hearing.  We  have  published  many  times  his 
pictures,  and  those  taken  by  the  Press  Photo.  Bureau,  of 
which  he  is  the  head,  but  we  always  get  his  permission 
first.  Someone  used  them  without  permission,  then  the 
row  began. 

 >♦♦■><  

On  a  question  of  law  he  very  nearly  got  beaten,  bat  on 
facts  I  know  he  is  all  right,  and  while  fighting  the  people 
who  had  appropriated  his  pictures,  atd  good  pictures  too, 
he  had  about  the  worst  "  maiix'ais  ifaurt  d'hcnre"  in  the 
witness  box  I  have  known  a  man  to  have,  and  I  think  his 
solicitors,  Messrs.  Milliken  and  Co.,  his  counsel  Dr. 
Rentoul,  Q.C,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Watt,  and  not  least 
"  Charlie  "  himself,  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  result 
of  a  big  fight  he  lias  made  for  the  dignity  of  his  (and  my) 
profession. 


I  cANNO'i'  appreciate  legal  technicalities,  but  I  think  Mr. 
Justice  Ridley's  definition  of  frauddmt  as  "  done  on 
purpose"  is  going  to  stand.  Thank  you  "me  lud,"  I 
shall  remember  it,  and  other  people  will,  too. 


Just  one  firal  note  to  the  (ffpct  that  the  Lychnobite 
concert  will  take  place  nttheBen  Jxnson,  Shoe-lanp,  E  C., 
on  Saturday  evening,  March  31.  Friends  are  invited,  and. 
in  order  to  ensure  a  seat,  must  "  come  early."  There  will 
be  some  splendid  talent,  and,  should  the  weather  continue 
spring-like,  the  doctor  says  the  chair  may  bo  taken  by 

Draonei. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Praot'cal  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High'Class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  RodSm 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  ths  name  of  Ogd^n  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  op  out  of  Cheltenham. 


Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster, 

D.  SLATER, 

NEWABK-ON-TBENT, 

Is  now  exhibiting  the  FINEST  COLLECTION  of 

RODS,  REELS,  &c., 

•ever  seen  in  London. 

INTENDING  PURCHASERS  WILL  DO  WELL  TO  CALL  AND  INSPECT 
THIS  MAGNIFICENT  COLLECTION. 


BUILT  CANE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS, 

With  and  without  steel  centres.  One  quality  only — "the  best" — equal 
to  any  make  in  the  world.  These  Rods  are  entirely  manufactured  on 
our  own  premises  by  the  most  skilled  workmen,  and  we  will  guarantee  these 
Rods  for  five  years.  Over  400  Rods  to  select  from,  including  some  of  the 
following  noted  patterns : 

Slater's  DARK  QREENHEART  SALMON  BODS  (ligM  and  very  powerful). 

6REENHEART  TROUT  RODS. 
6EEENHEART  PIKE  RODS.  GREENHEART  THAMES  TROUT  RODS. 

THE  NEWARK  PERFECTION, 

The  best  Rod  for  all  kinds  of  Bottom  Fishing  ever  manufactured 


Tel.  Address,  "  Fishing,  Liverpool." 


Telephons,  5611. 


HENRY  WHITTY 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 

2-Joint  Special  Trout  Rods,  15s.  to  35s. 
3  Joint     „  „     7s.  6d.  to  40s. /Made  in 

Split  Cane  Rods,  lOs.  6d.  to  £8. ,  my  own 

Sea  Trout,  Grilse,  and  Salmon  Rods.  Ti,p^^ 
Cane  Spinning  and  Dapping  Rods.     ) -"^  ««'^tory. 


REELS. 

Our  New  Pattern  Combination  in  Aluminium  Alloy  is  perfection, 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  REELS,  SEA  REELS, 
NOTTINGHAM   REELS,  &C. 

PRICE   LIST  FREE  ON  APPLICATION. 


SINGER 


The 
Patent 
Free  Wheel 
Locking 
Bolt 

EIDERS  DELIGHTED. 


FREE  WHEEL 


CYCLES 


Allows  of 
Free  or  Fixed 

Wheel  at 
rider's  option. 

NUMEROUS  TESTIMONIALS. 


liists  and  Prices  Post  Free. 


SINGER  CYCLE  CO.  Ltd.,  COVENTRY. 


EEELS,  LINES,  FLIES,  AND  TACKLE  IN  GREAT  VARIETY,  BEST  QUALITY 
AND  REASONABLE  IN  PRICE. 

Repairs  to  Rods  promptly  and  (arefally  done. 
PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 

THE  OLIVER 

S13.0-WS  Every  '^S^OT'tSL   a<a   yon    "Wrl'fce  It. 

It  took  Twenty-five  years  to  find 
out  that  Typewriters  have  been 
bui:t 

'NMoa  aais-dn 

Tre  OLIVER  Is  built 

RIGHT  SIDE  UP, 

where  the  work  is  in  sight. 

The  only  machine  with  a  double  or 
U-Ship?d  type-bar,  easariog  permanency 
of  alignment. 

On  account  of  its  VISIBLE  WRITING 
feat'ire,  and  its  SIMPLIOITY  OF  CON- 
STRUCTION, the  OLIVER  is  the  qnickest 
to  learn,  and  the  easiest  to  ooerate. 


FOB    CATALOaUE  ADDRESS: 

The  OUVER   TYPEWRITER   COMPANY  Ltd., 

42,   POULTRY,  LONDON,  E.C. 


SALMON  AND  FRESH-WATER  FISHERIES 
ACTS,  1861  to  1892. 

SALE  OF  PEESH-WATER  FISH. 


rpHE  FISHMONGERS'  COMPANY  hereby  give  PUBLIC  NOTICE 
-■-    that  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts  it  is  illegal : 

To  buy,  sell,  or  expose  for  sale,  or  have  in  possession  for  sale,  any 
FRESH-WATER  FISH,  other  than  pollan,  trout,  cl  a  ■.  and  eels,  between 
the  fifteenth  day  ol  March  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  both  inclusive, 
subject  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

(By  order)       J.  WRENCH  TOWSE, 

Clerk  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Fishmongers,  London. 
Fishmongers'  Hall,  London  Bridge, 
February,  1900. 


ROYAL  AQUARIUM,  WESTMINSTER. 

The  9th  ANNUAL  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION 

Open  from  March  8  to  April  1900. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Me.  Archer  M.  White,  Barrister-at-Law,  gave  an 
iiiterestiDg  lecture  at  the  Holborn  Rpstauratit  on  Monday 
erenirg  on  "  Anftling  Law,"  Mr.  H.  Harden  presiding. 
In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  White  dealt  wich  the 
questions  of  how  to  fish  and  where  to  fish,  from  a  legal 
point  of  view.    He  divided  the  subject  into  two  sreat 
classes,  viz.,  the  pnblio  right  of  fishing,  and  the  private 
right  of  fishing.    With  regard  to  the  former,  sea  angling 
was  touched  upon,  it  being  stated  that  b?side3  fishing  iu 
the  £61  with  hook  and  line  where  one  liked,  one  could 
freely  do  so  wherever  the  tide  ebbed  and  flowed.  There 
waa,  however,  no  legal  right  to  fish  from  a  pier  head,  as 
piers  belonged  to  companies  or  local  authoriiies,  who 
could  make  any  Vya-'aws  they  chose  on  the  miiter.  The 
same  remark  applied  to  Ka  wa'la  and  embankments  by 
the  side  tf  the  sea,  of  an  artidcial  nitu_re,_  which  were 
vested  in  the  persons  who  paid  for  the  building  of  them, 
not  for  fishing,  but  for  other  purposes.    As  to  the  fore- 
shore, there  was  a  general  right  to  take  ary  fish  found 
dead  there ;   but  there  might  be  claims  of  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  which  had,  however,  to  bo  proved.  A 
public  fifhery,  therefore,  was  where  the  tide  ebbed  and 
flowed,  but  LOt  atove  the  tideway,  or  even  in  the  tideway 
itself,  as  a  rule,  unless  the  stil  underneath  the  river 
belonged  to  the  Crown.    This  was  the  only  right  the 
public  h^d  of  fishing  in  th's  ountry;  all  others  were 
supposed  rights.    There  was  a  supposed  right  to  do  so 
from  a  highway,  but  they  had  no  legal  right  to  it, 
being  only  entitled  to  use  the  highway  as  passer gers 
for   walking    to    and    fro.     They    could    not  tish 
from  a  bridge  over  a  river,  or  from  a  canal  bridge,  which 
were  parte  of  the  highway.    Nor  were  they  entitled  to 
use  a  tow-path  to  fish  from.    The  case  of  the  Kennet 
Canal  was  instanced  as  being  a  water  which  no  one  had  a 
free  right  to  fish  from  the  tow-path.    Some  regarded  a 
lock-keeper  as  being  able  to  give  permissicn  to  fish  in  the 
cutting,  bat  he  had  no  more  right  to  do  so  than  a  keeper 
had  to  allow  fishing  in  Qis  master's  private  lake.   As  to 
the  Tham-'S,  the  fishing  in  it  was  governed  by  the  Thames 
Cons3rvarcy  Act  of  1857.   Since  then  there  had  been  a 
number  of  cases  deciJed  dea'iog  with  the  river.    They  all 
came  to  this  :  That  there  is  no  pnblio  right  at  all  to  fiEh  ia 
the  Thimes  except  where  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  below 
London  Bridge.   The  rest  was  private  water,  vested  in 
the  owner  of  the   soil  underneath  it,  and  there  was 
no  custom  for  the  public   at  large   to    fish.  With 
reference  to  a  prescriptive  right  there  was  io  law  none, 
nor  could  there  be  any  in  common  sense.    Where  there 
was  an  indefinite  number  of  people  concerned  a  castom 
could  not  be  established.     It  was  obvious  that  it  was 
impossible  to  say  that  what  belonged  to  a  dozen  people 
now  would  belong  to  2000  inhabitants  later  on.  Then 
there  was  the  objrction  of  taking  a  profit  (profit  d  prendre) 
out  of  property  which  belonged  to  somebody  else.  The 
question  of  private  rights  was  important,  and  might  be 
divided  in'o  three  heads  :  First,  free  fishery — the  right  of 
the  individual  to  fish  in  a  public  place  in  a  ravigible  river 
derived  from  the  Crown.    He  had  no  rig1:.t3  in  close  time, 
which  were  overruled  by  the  general  law.    Secondly,  the 
"common  of  pifCiry,"  as  it  was  called — aright  which  goes 
to  the  tenants  of  a  manor.   The  old  idea  was  that  it  arose 
from  the  theory  of  a  lost  grant,  but  it  only  applied  in  cases 
where  there  were  tenants  of  the  manor  who  could  claim  it 
as  a  manorial  right.    On  the  Upper  Itchen  and  Ksnnet 
there  were  many  rights  of  this  kind.    Thirdly,  the  right 
called  "  several  fishery,"  the  owner  having  the  light  of  an 
individual  to  fish  in  his  own  water,  end  having  a  qaalified 
property  in  the  fish  before  they  are  caught.    In  connection 
with  the  latter,  the  speaker  urged  upon  intending  lessees 
of  private  fisheries  the  necessity  of  seeing  that  the  right  of 
fishing  pissed  to  them  by  deed.    Most  agreements  nowa- 
days were  only  made  simply  in  writing,  but  unless  the 
document  under  which  a  right  was  conveyed  was  "  signed, 
sealed,  and  delivired,"  the  deed  was  not  worth  the  paper 
it  waa  written  upon.    It  was  important,  too,  to  see  that 
the  person  who  lets  the  right  is  the  landlord  or  freeholder, 
and  has  the  right  vested  in  him  by  deed.    If  the  landlord 
his  not  the  right  so  vested  in  him,  and  pasted  it  over  to  a 
lessee  by  deed,  the  latter  would  still  be  null  and  void. 
With  regard  to  how  to  fish,  one  must  not  use  explosives  or 
dynamite,  and  as  to  nets  there  were  local  regulations 
conoemiug  the  mesh.    There  was  no  general  rule  estab- 
lished by  statute  as  to  the  size  of  the  mesh,  though  there 
were  stringent  regulations  under  the  general  Acts  as  to 
their  use.    There  were  also  stringent  local  regulations. 
Even  the  owner  of  his  own  fishery  was  not,  as  a  rule, 
entitled  to  net  it  without  getting  leave.   Close  time  does 
not  affect  the  absolute  owner  of  a  fishery.    He  can  dis- 
regard it  except  that  he  must  bring  himself  within  the 
gineral  law.    He  can  give  leave,  too,  to  any  other  person 
to  disregard  cluee  time  in  his  onn  water.    As  to  the 
closs  time  for  salmon,  trout,  and  char  it  was  clear 
that  it  did  apply  in  every  individual  water.  Those 
fish    were   protected   whether   the  water  was  public 
or    private.    With    reference    to    size    there  was 
no  general  law  bearing  upon  it,  but  there  were  by-laws 
made  by  conservators  ia  districts  under  their  particalar 
powers.    As  to  poaching,  it  was  a  felony  to  take  any  fish 
which  waa  in  a  tank,  stew,  or  place  where  the  owner  can 
et  at  them,  but  if  fi«h  were  in  a  river  it  was  not  a  felony 
ut  a  miitdemeanour.    They  could  not  arrest  a  man  found 
fishing  the  r  water  in  the  daytime,  but  could  eecare  his 
name  and  address,  take  his  rod,  line,  and  hook  from  him, 
but  not  his  basket — the  last  named,  on  the  drcinion  of  four 
judges,  not  being  considered  a  part  of  his  tackle  !  They 
could  also  take  what  fish  he  had  got  away  from  him.  The 
only  person,  however,  entitled  to  do  this  was  the  owner  of 
t  le  fi'hery,  his  sprvant,  or  anyone  authorised  by  him  to  do 
ao.    Ufil-S8  he  held  the  H'thory  by  deed  he  would  not  have 
this  right    'I'b  •  seizure  of  a  trespasser's  rod,  i^c,  must  be 
made  on  the  owner's  ground.    When  the  man  got  on  to 
the  highway  he  could  not  be  followed,  nor  could  bis  imple- 


ments be  taken  away  from  him.  The  doing  of  it  wou'd  bs 
an  assault  and  trespass.  If  his  rods  and  tackle  were 
seized  that  exempted  him  from  all  further  penalty.  A 
civil  action  could  not  be  brought  against  him.  In  the  case 
of  poaching  with  net.",  one  could  seize  all  the  implements 
and  the  poacher  would  still  be  liable  to  criminal  or  ci^il 
prccaedings.  Any  person  fovnd  peaching  at  night  (an 
angler  or  a  poacher  nith  nets)  was  liable  to  be  immediately 
arrested.  Peached  fi-h  were  not  rtcoverable,  but  if  they 
had  been  netted  the  value  was  recoverable.  The  property 
of  the  fish  remained  in  the  captor.  Salmon  ara  protected 
under  the  law.  Trout  and  char  taken  in  the  close  time 
were  forfeited.  As  to  poaching  the  letter,  it  was 
unnecessary  to  show  that  the  poacher  had  got  any  fish  so 
long  as  it  could  be  shown  that  he  meant  to  obtain  some  by 
illegal  means.  That  was  sufficient  to  secure  a  conviction. 
Mr.  Archer  White  brought  his  paper  to  a  close  by  adding 
a  few  words  on  the  issuing  of  licences,  and  the  duties  of 
water  bailiffa.  After  eome  difcussion  a  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  to  the  lecturer  for  his  interesting 
exposition  of  the  law  of  arglirg. 

M.  G.  E.  De  Courcet. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting,  held  at  Ye  Olde  Rain- 
bow Tavern,  15,  Fleet-street,  B.C.,  on  Wednesday, 
March  28,  at  8  p  m.,  Mr.  R.  C.  Preston- Gardner  in  the 
chair,  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been 
read  and  confirmed,  the  hon.  sec.  read  a  report  from  the 
society's  agent  at  Southend.  Mr.  Lane  reported  having 
been  to  Daal  fishing  off  the  pier  on  March  17,  and  found 
weather  very  cold,  and  only  catching  four  small  pouting 
and  one  small  whiting.  Mr.  Minchin  remarked  he  had 
heard  that  the  pollack  off  Coll  Is'and  had  been  very 
plentiful  and  exceptionally  early  during  the  last  season, 
and  had  been  swimming  right  into  the  harbours.  He  also 
handed  a  cutting  to  the  chaiiman  with  reference  to  under- 
sized fish.  Mr.  Ritchie  in  the  House  proposed  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Sea  Fisheries'  Acts  (Amendment)  Bill, 
which  would  prevent  the  depletion  of  our  sea  fisheries  by 
forbidding  the  sale  of  fishes  under  certain  sizes.  The  bill 
was  brought  in  and  read  a  first  time.  The  hon.  sec. 
announced  that  the  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday.  April  4,  at  Restaurant  Frascati,  Sir  Courtney 
Boyle,  K.C.B.,  permanent  secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  in  the  chair,  and  reminded  members  present  to 
send  in  application  for  tickets  immediately  that  arrange- 
ments may  be  made  in  lime.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chair  and  usual  toast  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  8.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
On  Tuesday  we  had  another  Bohemian  concert,  and 
this  time,  being  favoured  with  something  like  reasonable 
weather,  we  had  a  capital  attendance,  and  a  very  enjoyable 
evening.  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley,  ever  to  the  fore  where  the 
society's  interests  are  concerned,  presided.  The  special 
feature  of  the  evening  was  the  Bijou  Banjo  Band,  consist- 
ing of  sotne  fifteen  performers,  and  conducted  by  Mr. 
C.  W.  Rule,  who  charmed  aH  by  their  rendering  of  "  Bonnie 
Scotland,"  and  "  Beneath  thy  Window,"  and  later  in  the 
evening  gave  "  Dreams  of  Darkieland,"  and  the  "  Wash- 
ington Post,"  the  latter  piece  bein^  so  well  known  was, 
perhaps,  applauded  the  more.  _  This  band  was  quite  a 
unique  production,  and  considering  how  well  they  played, 
the  good  balance,  and  delicacy,  they  thoroughly  deserved 
the  appreciation  shown.  Miss  Kate  Voy  sang  "Love, 
could  I  only  tell  thee"  and  "  The  Swallows"  in  capital 
style.  Mr.  C.  W.  Rule  gave  "Ho  Jolly  Jenkin "  and 
"  The  Yeoman's  Wedding,"  and  with  Mr.  H.  Gray 
sang  "  Excelsior,"  all  three  of  which  were  much 
liked.  Mr.  S.  Gray  etn^  "  Beauty's  Eyes,"  and 
Messrs.  A.  end  J.  Main  played  a  mandoline  and 
banjo  duet  in  a  masterly  manner.  This  concludes 
the  remarks  regarding  the  musical  part  of  the  programme. 
In  the  middle  of  the  programme  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson  was 
down  for  his  lecture  on  "Sea  Fishing."  This  may  be 
thought  an  unsuitable  subject  for  a  lecture  to  which 
ladies  had  been  invited,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
doctor  was  so  interesting,  his  remarks  bristling  with 
wit,  and  an  anecdote  here  and  there,  not  to  mention 
the  excellent  photographic  lantern  slides,  that  the 
ladies  and  those  present  who  had  not  the  slightest 
knowledge  of  sea  fishing,  or  even  sympathy  with 
the  art,  enjoyed  it  the  most.  The  lecturer  commenc3d 
by  ehowing  us  a  picture  of  the  North  Star,  at  Deal,  so 
well  known  to  the  frequenters  there  for  the  fishing,  atd 
facetiously  described  it  as  the  "  Mecca  "  of  the  sea  angler. 
Various  forms  of  craft  used  in  the  indos'ry  were  shown, 
including  that  affected  in  the  old  smuggling  days,  an 
occupation  which  has  almost  entirely  died  out,  as 
explained,  not  from  a  sense  of  morality,  but  because 
it  has  ceased  to  pay.  Methods  of  fishing  were  next 
dealt  with,  those  adopted  at  Deal  more  especially.  We 
were  shown  how  to  fish  and  how  not  to  fish  ;  how  to 
correctly  hold  the  rod  when  the  fish  were  ravenous,  when 
they  werd  feeding  very  lightly,  and  when  they  were  not 
feeding  at  all.  It  was  necessary  to  regard  three  maxims 
when  going  fishing  from  a  boat  :  (1)  The  angler  should 
have  control  of  the  beer;  (2)  allow  the  boatman  to  fish, 
so  that  he  has  an  interest  in  providing  sport ;  (!i)  employ 
no  boatman  who  will  not  do  his  work.  Numerous  pictures 
were  shown  of  fishing  resorts  on  the  south  coast  down  to 
liOO  in  Cornwall,  where  the  lecturer  described  all  round 
fishing  might  be  had,  including  bass  of  71b.  to  131b. 
L  \gh  was  dealt  with  at  some  length,  being  so  near  to 
London,  where  for  an  expenditure  of  a  half-orown  in 
railway  fare  the  angler  who  chooses  a  favourable 
tide  in  the  autumn  has  a  chance  of  exceptionally  good 
sport,  either  fishing  in  the  orthodox  manner  or  by 


fishing  with  a  stiff  rod,  float,  and  single  hook,  just  u 
one  would  do  iu  roach  fi-ibing.  Flounders  and  other 
flat  fish  are  the  kinds  usually  taken.  Mr.  Clay  manipulated 
the  lantern,  and  both  Dr.  Patte  eon  and  Mr.  Clay  were 
accorded  the  heartiest  thanks  of  the  meeting  for  theii- 
kindness.  I  am  very  pleased  to  say  that  the  curator 
successfully  turned  in  6500  yearlings  and  fry  into  a 
sppoially  selected  spot  in  our  Chesham  waters,  which  spot 
will  be  duly  protected.  The  other  fi^h  in  the  water  were 
much  in  evidence,  and  a  successful  opening  of  the  seasoa 
on  the  2nd  prcx.  is  looked  for.  Tbe  dinner  arranged  for 
on  April  7  will  take  place  at  Ihs  Black  Horse,  and  those 
who  are  going  down  are  rf  quested  to  write  me,  so  that  I 
may  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  thtir  comfort. 
Committee  meetirg  Tuesday  next,  at  6  45  p.m.  After  the 
votes  of  thanks  to  the  artists  >i.nd  the  chair,  the  meeting 
terminated.  J.  H.  Walker  (Hon.  Sec.). 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY-^ 
ANGLING  COMPETITION.  H 

On  March  25,  157  competitors  assembled  at  S' 
Margaret's,  nineteen  of  which  were  fresh  entries,  to  can. 
pete  for  the  remaining  twenty-nine  prizes  left  from  the 
18oh,  the  weather  being  more  favourable  than  on  that 
occasion.   The  following  were  the  winners  : 

lb.  oz.  dr. 


1.  J.  Nag1e,  Original  Alexandria   3  10|  0 

2.  T.  Hanson,  Good  Intent   ^  2|  1 

3.  G.  Bramley,  Good  Intent    2  2J  1 

4.  S.  Stanton,  Good  Intent   1  134  0 

5.  R.  FoUey,  unattached    1  6J  0 

6.  F.  Vanhegan,  Funny  Folks   0  14  2 

7.  B.  Howartb,  Walthamstow  Brothers  ...  0  llj  3 

8.  W.  Bowdery,  Lincoln    0  10|  i 

9.  A  Conybeare,  unattached    0  10  3 

10.  O.  Wade,  Good  latent   0  9  3 

11.  J.  Merrygold,  Blackfiiars    0  9  1 

12.  E.  Thompson,  Walthamstow  Brothers...  0  9  0 

13.  W.  Greengrass.  Clissold    0  8J  3 

14.  P.  Friggs,  Brompton   0  8|  2 

15.  J.  Wigley,  Bermondsey  Brothers   0  8i  2 

16.  L.  Stephenson,  Cambridge  Heath  Brcs.  0  >s  2 

17.  J.  Whitmore,  Original  Alexandria   0  73  2 

18.  T.  Styman,  General  Gordon    0  7i  1 

19.  W.  Anstey,  Second  Surrey   0  7  1 

20.  E.  Clark,  Colling  wood   0  6J  0 

21  W.  Simmons,  Stratford    0  6J  2 

22.  A.  Lloyd,  Dalston   0  (H  1 

23.  T.  Rolfe,  Hoxton  Brothers   0  6  0) 

24.  C.  Slade,  Globe  :   0  6  0) 

25.  W.  Drage.  United  Brothers   0  5i  2 

26.  J.  Cuthbert,  Covent  Garden    0  4J  1 

27.  W.  Davies,  unattached   0  4i  1 

28.  R,  Dutton.  Great  Northern    0  4J  0 

29.  A.  WUd,  Dilsbon   0  4  2 


Messrs.  H.  Herbert,  G.  M.  NioholU,  J.  Howell,  W.  G. 
Hales,  W.  Eacott,  R.  Hubbard,  P.  Lnft,  W.  Ovenden,  R.' 
Parram,  and  E.  Papworth  also  weigh,  d  in  fish. 

The  amount  collected  on  the  banfc  was  as  followB: 
Messrs.  J.  A.  Fitch,  fl  7s.  9d. ;  G.  Hunt,  £1  4i,  Id.. 
Total,  £2  lis.  lOd.  . 

In  my  last  report  I  omitted  to  announce  that  Hr, 
Levine  (Friendship)  gave  a  pair  of  vases  ;  and  the  United, 
a  taokle  case. 

Gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes  please  forward  mtn] 
to  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  13,  Holywell-Dw,  Finsbary,  E  0.  j 

The  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  the  Bald ! 
Faced  Stag,  Worship-street,  E.G.,  on  Monday,  April  80,  ' 
at  9  p.m.  Gentlemen  who  are  going  to  send  cash,  please 
forward  same  to  S.  Malbv  (Hon.  Sec). 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

A  FULL  attendance  of  the  executive  took  plaee  on 
Tuesday,  A.  Nulhall,  Esq.,  J. P.,  in  the  chair.  Baaker'ti 
balance  was  reported  to  be  £L5l  139.  lid.,  and  pass  book; 
produced.  Accounts  for  wages,  &c  ,  amounting  to  nearly  i 
£14,  were  presented  and  ordered  to  be  paid.  An  offer  was  i 
made  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  a  V.  P.  of  the  ■ooiety,  to, 
aid  in  the  formation  of  a  special  fund  for  stocking  the 
Lower  Thames  with  trout  of  good  tize,  and  to  put  in  a 
proportion  of  "rainbows."  On  the  Utter  point  it  was 
decided  to  ask  Mr.  Marston  to  favour  the  executive  by 
attending  their  next  meeting  on  April  24,  as  many  mem- 
bers of  the  executive  were  apprehensive  of  much  mischief 
if  "  rainbow  trout  "  were  brought  to  make  headway  in  the 
Lower  Thames.  An  otter,  3tc.  4in  long,  and  veighiog 
141b.,  was  reported  to  have  been  trappt^d,  and  several 
fishermen  keepers  report  that  these  marauders  are  st«adily 
increajing  in  numbers.  The  execu  ive  hid  before  them  a 
copy  of  a  circular  letter  which  had  been  sent  out  by  the' 
Central  Asscciationof  London  Angling  Clubs,  respectiofthe; 
establishmentof  apresetvationi  nl  restocking  fund  amonnt  \ 
its  members  to  ensure  a  better  financial  support  to  the ' 
various  asscoiations  who  preserve  the  public  fishing  waters, 
and,  seeing  the  requirements  in  the  direction  named,  thj 
executive  hope  to  hear  of  a  favourable  response  being 
made.  The  h  n.  sec.  (Mr  H.  W.  Higgins)  then  read  a 
further  correspondence  respecting  the  wrong  doing  of  one 
of  the  associatii  n  river  keepers,  and  were  compelled 
regretfully  t  J  come  to  the  c  )riclusion  that  a  recommenda- 
tion must  be  made  to  the  ThameH  Ounservanoy  Board  to 
cancel  the  deputation  of  the  olRoer  in  question.  The  hon. 
sec.  also  stated  tha*;  all  preliminary  steps  had  been  taken 
by  way  of  applying  for  a  removal  of  the  barren  swans i 
between  Staines  and  Isleworth,  and  he  hoped  the  efforts 
would  be  iuoceseful.  TLe  hon.  sec.  was  requested  to  draft 
a  circular  notice  or  letter,  to  be  sent  to  all  professional 
fishermen  on  the  Lower  Thamea,  p(  inting  cut  the  par- 
n'o'ous  syttem  in  vogue  of  many  of  this  class  who  go  cut 
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fishing  "  for  sale,"  and  it  was  resolved  that  every  effort 
shonld  be  made  towards  patting  down  such  a  state  of 
things,  and  that  the  aid  of  the  Thames  Conservators  be 
soDght  in  the  matter. 


THE  REMOVAL  OF  THE  BARREN 
SWANS. 

Thb  following  correspondence  haa  already  taken  place  : 
37,  Grosvenor-square. 
March  20. 

Deab  Sir  Spencee,— As  president  of  the  Thames 
Argliog  Prefervation  Society,  I  write  to  ask  whether  you 
would  be  81  kind  as  to  give  iostruc  ions  to  yonr  officers  to 
take  up  and  honee  the  birren  swins  between  Staines  Bridge 
and  Isleworth  Ferry  during  the  approaching  spiwning 
season,  on  the  eame  lines  ani  terms  as  Jast  year.  You  will 
be  very  glad  to  learn  that  your  action  has  given  general 
satisfaction,  and  that  the  improvement  in  the  fishery  is 
most  marked.  The  society  is  assured  by  experts  that  it 
can  take  no  batter  means  for  the  preservation  of  sport  in 
the  river. — Believe  me,  yours  truly,  H.  L.  W.  Lawson. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Spencer  Ponsonby  Fane,  G.C.B.,  &o. 


Lord  Chamberlain's  Office, 

St.  James's  Palace. 
March  21. 

Dear  Lawson, — In  reply  to  your  letter  received  to-day, 
the  Lord  Chamberlain  desires  me  to  say  that  before  coming 
to  a  decision  as  to  your  request  he  will  consult  with  the 
swan  keepers  and  with  tne  City  Companies.  I  must 
remind  you  that  the  Lord  Chamberlain  last  year  pointed 
out  that  he  could  give  no  promise  to  remove  the  barrea 
birds  in  future,  and  there  hive  been  exceptional  circum- 
stances this  past  winter  which  make  the  question  even  more 
difficult  than  usual. — Tours  very  truly, 

S.  PoxsoNBY  Fane. 


FISH  AND  FASTING. 
The  good  Churchmen  who  during  Lent  and  on  other 
solemn  occasions  mortify  the  flesh  and  content  them- 
selves with  a  diet  of  fish  are  far  better  off  than  the  early 
Christians,  who  every  Wednesday  and  Friday  and  for 
forty  days  before  Easter  literally  starved  themselves.  In 
Holy  Week  the  only  diet  allowed  was  bread,  water,  and 
salt. 

A  few  of  the  early  Fathers  refused  to  be  altogether 
fettered  to  these  self-denying  customs.  St.  Ambrose 
admitted,  "  When  I  am  at  Eome  I  fast ;  when  I  am  at 
Milan  I  do  not.  Whatever  church  you  come  to  observe 
the  custom  of  the  place."  Monica,  to  whom  these  words 
were  uttered,  doubtless  followed  such  sound  advice. 
Erasmus  was  asked  why  he  did  not  fast,  and  he  replied, 
"  My  mind  is  Citholic,  but  my  stomach  is  Lutheran." 
Special  penalties  attached  to  eating  meat  _  during  fast 
times.  We  shall  see  pressntly  wtiy  special  blessings 
associated  with  eating  fish.  The  council  of  Toledo 
declared  that  anyone  eating  meat  during  the  forty  days  of 
Lent  would  have  no  part  in  the  Resurrection.  The 
offender  was  not  allowed  to  partake  of  animal  food  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year.  Mr.  Henry  Stacy  Marks 
once  painted  a  picture,  "Toothache  in  the  Middle 
Ages."  Well,  there  was  toothache  then,  and  no 
mistake,  for  in  those  "good  old  times''  anyone 
caught  in  the  act  of  eating  meat  during  Lent 
had  his  teeth  knocked  ont.  Charlemayne  put  such 
offenders  to  death.  In  the  days  of  Qaeen  Elizabeth 
the  "  fish  days  "  of  the  year  numbered  no  less  than  145, 
viz.,  the  forty  days  of  Lsnt,  the  Ember  days,  the  three 
Eogation  dajs,  aU  the  Fridays,  &c.  Those  whose 
stomachs  yeainsd  for  "the  flesh  pots  of  Egypt"  could 
get  the  indulg&Qce — by  paying  for  it.  'J'ne  pirish 
registers  of  Aiihallows,  Barking,  show  such  entries  as 
this:  "Feb.  16t,h,  1635.  Rscd.  of  Sir  William  Russell, 
Knt.,  for  a  lycense  to  eat  flesh  during  Lent,  13s.  4d." 
Not  many,  however,  could  afford  to  pay  for  such 
"  lyocnses,"  the  majority  kept  strictly  to  fish,  whUe  not  a 
few  even  denied  themselves  eggs,  milk,  and  butter.  Why 
is  fish  permitted  as  a  diet  on  "fast  days  ?  " 

Fish  is  permitted  in  Lent,  because  there  is  a  tradition 
that  fish  were  not  under  the  curse  at  the  "  Fall,"  and  are 
therefore  exempted  from  the  list  of  prohibited  food.  In 
connection  with  this  tradition  there  is  a  popular  idea  in 
Cornwall  that  fish  never  die  a  natural  death,  and,  if  not 
caught  or  accidentally  injured,  would  exist  perpetually. 
In  Christ's  life,  apirt  from  the  miracle  of  "  the  loaves  and 
fishes,"  and  the  extraction  of  the  tribute  money  from  the 
mouth  of  a  haddock,  the  fact  that  He  ate  fish  after  the 
Resurrection  was  regarded  as  a  si)ecial  consecration  of  the 
creature. 

Mcg58  gave  no  particular  laws  concerning  fish,  of  which, 
if  we  may  believe  tradition,  he  was  very  fond.  He  was  one 
day  frying  some  flat  fish  when  his  fire  went  out.  We  know 
Moses  was  hot  tempered,  and  he  threw  the  half  oooked 
fish  in  the  sea.  Flat  fish  have  been  brown  on  one  side  ever 
(ioce. 

The  otietom  of  having  a  fish  diet  in  days  of  abstinence  is 
probably  of  heitben  origin.  The  fish  plays  a  prominent 
part  in  pagan  mythology.  Aquatic  animals  were  specially 
dedicated  to  Yenus,  so  probably  fish  was  regularly  eaten 
on  Friday,  the  day  specially  sacred  to  this  goddess. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  however,  they  will  not 
eat  fish,  as  they  believe  Venus  was  transformed  into  "a 
deniz«n  of  the  deep."  To  have  a  fish  dinner  is  all  very 
well,  but  to  devour  a  goddess,  unconscious  of  the  fact, 
!■  a  thought  the  awe  of  which  no  words  could  ever 
ezpreM. 

The  Dutch  t«ll  a  queer  yarn  to  account  for  popularity  of 
cod  with  them.  The  Hory  rung  that  a  nobleman  who  had 
b«»«n  takaa  prisoner  by  tb«  Turki  was  amployed  by  hit 


master  at  a  gardener.  The  daughter  of  the  house, 
happening  to  fall  in  love  with  him,  promised  to  secure  his 
release  on  condition  of  his  marrying  her.  The  unfortunate 
nobleman,  having  already  a  wite  and  several  children  at 
home,  readily  consented  to  a  second  marriage.  Terms 
having  benn  settled  to  mutual  satisfaction,  he  made  his 
escape  and  duly  arrived  home  with  wife  number  two.  The 
day  was  Holy  Thursday,  and  the  original  family  were 
celebrating  the  d»y  by  a  dinner  of  cod  and  pBas.  The 
second  wife,  it  appears,  was  most  cordially  received,  and 
in  order  to  commemorate  the  auspicious  meeting  it  was 
agreed  that  cod  should  be  specially  eaten  during  Holy 
Week 

A  clergyman,  of  Thames  Ditton,  had  once  good  reason 
to  regret  that  he  was  fond  of  a  fish  diet.  He  was  engaged 
to  be  married  to  the  daughter  of  the  then  Bishop  _  of 
London,  and,  will  it  be  believed,  he  actually  went  fishing 
on  his  wedding  morning  !  He  had  such  good  sport  that  he 
stopped  beyond  the  canonical  hour  for  the  marriage.  This 
so  incensed  the  lady,  that  she  threw  him  over.    F.  G.  H. 

[For  muoh  of  the  information  given  above  the  writer  is 
indebted  to  an  interesting  article  in  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette.  ] 


CENTRAL   FINSBURT  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  our  lantern  lecture  by 
Mr.  Wade,  and  concert  benefit  on  behalf  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Fund  and  Working  Men's  Club  and  Institution 
Convalescent  Home,  Pegwell  Bay,  which  took  place  on 
Feb.  21.    The  members  of  the  above  wish  to  thank  the 


following  clubs  for  their  kind  support :  8.  d. 

Albion  Brothers    2  0 

Alma   0  6 

Amicable  Brothers   2  0 

Amicable  Waltonians    4  0 

Anchor  and  Hope    •••  ^  ^ 

Blackfriars    1  0 

Battersea  Liberal    1  8 

Beaufoy    2  0 

Central  Club  Angling  Society    6  10 

Clapton  Park   1  0 

Colingwood    0  10 

,  Chisivick  Piscatorials      1  0 

Cobden  Liberal    4  6 

Convivials   4  0 

Cosey   1  0 

Crown  and  Buckland    3  6 

Covent  Garden  PiEcatorials   2  0 

Camden  and  Kentish  Town   2  0 

Cambridge  Heath    2  0 

Dalston    2  6 

Enterprise  Eovejrs   3  0 

Eustonians    1  0 

Friendship   2  0 

Fonny  Polks    ...  _   2  6 

Globe  Angling  Society   2  0 

Greenwich   2  6 

Great  Northern  Brothers    3  0 

Golden  Barbel   3  0 

Hoxton  Brothers   •   0  4 

Harconrt    1  6 

Jubilee    1  0 

Kingston  Piscatorials    2  0 

Lincoln    2  0 

Merry  Anglers   4  0 

North  London  -     1  0 

Ormonde    1  6 

Original  Alexandra   0  6 

Peokham  Brothers   2  0 

Phcsnix    1  0 

Pnnce  of  Wales    1  8 

Paddington    2  0 

Queen's  A.S   1  0 

Berapis    2  0 

Silver  Trout    1  0 

South  Bermondsey    2  0 

Stookwell   ...    ...    1  6 

Stepney  Brothers    .......    ...  2  0 

St.  John's  A.S  :  4    ,„  ....  2  0 

Waltonian  Brothers    16 

Wenlook  A.S   5  0 

Westminster  A.S   1  0 

Ye  Olde  Clapton  Rovers    2  6 


£5   0  4 

By  members  of  the  Central  Finsbury 
A.S.  and  members  and  friends  of  the 
Central  Finsbury  E.C   5  14  2 


Total    £11   0  6 

P.8. — We  regret  to  announce  that  about  sixty  London 
clubs  have  not  responded  to  our  appeal.  I  thank  all  the 
above  on  behalf  of  the  members.  J.  Grove. 


DEATH  OF  PROFESSOR  FRANK  lYES. 
Il  is  with  profound  regret  that  I  have  to  inform  you  of 
the  death  of  Professor  Prank  Ives,  the  well-known 
swimmer  of  the  Royal  Aquarium.  Up  to  Friday  evening 
last  he  was  performing  his  usual  feats  of  swimming, 
including  the  Rod  versus  Man.  It  was  through  the  latter 
competition  that  he  was  so  well  known  in  the  angling 
world.  It  was  Professor  Ives  who  really  started  this  at 
the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  during  the  past  four  years  he 
had  made  a  study  of  this  particular  contest,  and 
was  certainly  the  hardiest  and  most  tricky  fish  before 
the  public.  He  was  but  a  young  man,  being 
only  twenty  ■  five,  and  had  been  employed  at  the 
Aquarium  during  the  past  thirteen  years.  His  death 
came  as  a  great  surprise  to  the  staff  and  habitues  of  the 
Aquarium,  he  being  apparently  in  the  best  of  health  on 


Friday.  On  Saturday  morning  I  was  greatly  shocked  at 
his  appearance,  which  was  indicative  of  some  marked 
change.  He  was  too  ill  to  go  into  the  water,  but 
undertook  the  charge  of  the  performance,  after 
which  he  was  in  a  state  of  collapse.  He  was 
then  taken  to  Westmintter  Hoepital  by  one  of 
his  fellow  artistns.  The  authorities  there  informed  them 
that  he  was  suffering  from  pneumonia,  and  in  a  critical 
condifion.  He  was  immediately  taken  home,  and  in  spite 
of  every  attention  died  in  a  few  days.  His  genial 
smile  and  good  fellowship  had  endeared  hirn  to  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  and  he  will  not  soon  fade 
from  the  memory  of  those  who  knew  him.  Tne  Aquarium 
show  still  goes  with  its  wonted  vigour.  There  are,  how- 
ever, strange  little  groups  here  and  there  in  odd  cjrners  of 
the  building  who  biing  to  mind  in  the  conversation 
reminiscences  of  a  dear  old  friend  gene  beyond  recall. 

F.  H.  C. 


STOCKING  THE  THAMES  WITH  TROUT. 

On  Tuesday  a  consignment  of  lovely  two-year-old  tront 
of  the  famous  Itchen  breed,  purchased  by  the  Reading  and 
Distiict  Angling  Association  from  Mr.  Valentine  Corrie, 
of  Chilland,  Winchester,  for  the  benefit  of  Thames 
anglers,  was  received  at  Reading,  and  carefully  placed  in 
selected  spots  between  Mapledurham  and  Shiplake.  The 
fish  arrived  in  the  very  pink  of  condition,  and  were  of  great 
size  for  their  age,  averaging  Sin.  to  9in.  in  length,  and 
every  one  was  planted"  without  mishap,  and  at  once 
took  up  position  in  the  chosen  spots,  apparently  eager  to 
taste  Thames  food  without  loss  of  time.  The  members  of 
the  association  superintending  the  distribution  were 
Messrs.  Alexander  Allen,  W.  Bonny,  George  Biggs, 
W.  S.  Hawkins,  and  Arthur  C.  Butler  (vice-presidcsnt), 
and  Frederick  Brown  (hon.  secretary),  the  two  latter 
having  the  general  direction.  The  bailiffs  assisting  were 
W.  Moss,  H.  Holdway,  E.  Sheppard,  and  Howes. 
Thames  anglers  should  appreciate  the  unceasing  efforts  of 
the  association  to  improve  sport  in  the  district. 


ilofcs  from  i^c  '^oxt^). 


"And  the  stormy  winds  do  blow  ;  "  March  came  in  like 
a  lion,  and  like  a  lion  it  has  remained  all  through.  About 
half  a  dozen  fine  fishing  days  are  all  that  have  been  got  out 
of  the  month,  and,  as  a  consequence,  sport  has  fallen  off. 


The  Dee  has  been  very  small  and  clear — too  small  for 
the  season.  It  is  not  for  the  want  of  snow  on  the  hills  at 
least,  but  on  account  of  the  upland  frosts.  While  the 
Don  and  other  more  sheltered  stieams  have  been  running 
mountains  high,  the  Dae  and  Spey  have  scarcely  been 
moved.   

Tile  Ugie  has  been  fishing  grandly,  and  some  splendid 
baskets  of  finnock  and  sea  trout  are  being  made. 


Large  flies  have  again  taken  the  place  of  the  smaller 
order,  and  2in.  and  ijin.  Irons  were  the  killing  lures  last 
week.  The  Yellow  Eagle  was  the  favourite  with  not  a 
few  on  the  Dee.   

Capt.  E.  P.  Brook«  has  creeled  over  forty  fish  since  the 
season  opened  on  his  little  Knappock  water.  He  can  haul 
them  out,  but  he  complains  of  losing  more  fish  this  spring 
than  is  usually  the  case. 

The  late  Mr.  Wm.  Blacklaws,  Kincardine,  O'Neil, 
landed  his  first  fish  when  he  was  only  fourteen  years  of 
age,  and  in  his  closing  days  nothing  delighted  him  more 
ttian  to  teU  of  his  "first  love."  He  fisned  steadily  on 
after  that  as  apprentice  gardener,  gardener,  and  keeper, 
and  ultimately  fishing  rod  and  tackle  maker  for  sixty-six 
years.  The  business  has  long  been  in  the  hands  of  his  son 
George,  as  expert  at  yielding  the  rod  as  he  is  at  making 
them.   

The  pearl  minnow  (MUne,  Aberdeen)  is  the  lure  of  lures 
in  the  tidal  waters  just  now.  It  is  just  thirty-four  years 
ago  since  this  perfect  imitation  of  the  sand  eel  was  first 
produced,  and  it  has  again  been  revived  with  more 
astonishing  results  than  ever.  Milne's  improvements  are 
no  mere  changes,  but  real  genuine  imitations  of  the  natural 
bait.  ____ 

Capt.  Gaskell  on  the  Kinnestie  water  and  Inchmarlo 
combined  has  creeled  ninety  fish  up  to  date — not  a  bad 
bag  to  one  rod.  ___ 

Sir  Allan,  Lady  McKenzie,  and  Miss  McKenzie  have  just 
left  for  London  prior  to  Miss  McKenzie's  marriage  with 
Lord  Kilmarnock,  which  comes  off  soon.  Miss  McKenzie 
was  made  the  recipient  of  a  handsome  present  from  the  Dee 
and  Don  Association,  being  the  fourth  public  testimonial 
of  the  respect  and  esteem  entertained  for  Sir  AUan  and  his 
family.   

Tlie  Beanly  is  yielding  fairly  well,  and  Colonel  the  Hon. 
Henry  Eraser  is  having  an  average  of  two  a  day. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Holler  killed  a  fine  36-poander  last  week  on 
Loch  Tay  trolling  with  Brown's  Phantom. 

The  first  fish  on  the  Braemar  reaches  of  the  Dee  was 
grassed  last  week  by  Mr,  J.  Cumming  on  the  Inveroauld 
water.  With  milder  weather  these  upper  waters  will  be 
tip  top.  Mr.  Gregor,  of  th«  Invercauld  Arms,  anticipates 
a  busy  season.  Special  Bcotch. 
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AI^OLErtS'  HOTELS,  FISHIKTGS-    QXJArtTBRS,  &:C. 


STANLEY  HOTEL, 
Stanley,  Perthshire. 

JAMES  S.  MOWAT  begs  to  intimate  to  anglerB 
sad  the ;  nblic  generally  that  be  has  taken  a 
IcMeof  this  hotel,  formerly  known  as  the  Victoria 
May.  Many  improvements  are  being  made  both 
ODtside  and  inside.  No  expense  is  being  spared 
on  the  refurnishing  and  decorations  to  make  it 
an  attractive  and  comfortable  Anglers'  Besort. 
Having  been  trained  to  the  business  in  several  of 
the  best  and  largest  hotels  in  the  kingdom,  he 
has  every  confidence,  from  hie  experience,  that 
be  will  give  entire  satisfaction  to  his  patrons. 
St&nley  being  on  light  sandy  soU.  high  and 
bracing,  makes  it  an  attractive  health  resort. 
Fine  walks  along  the  banks  of  the  Tay.  Salmon 
and  troat  fishing  on  the  Tay,  by  the  day,  week, 
or  month,  Posting  in  all  its  branches. 
JAMES  S.  MOWAT, 

Stanley  Hotel,  Stanley,  Perthshire. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

OLEiri.TOB',  FEKTHSHZSE. 

8i  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station 
and  2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay. 
This  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated  near  the  Famous 
Pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  Mineral  Well.  Good  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Eiver  Lyon.  Opens  on  Jan.  15. 
Excellent  New  Golf  Course  adjoining  the  Hotel. 

Billiards.)   Posting.    Post  and  Telegraph  Office 

wo  minutes'  walk. 

PAUL  B.  MaoPHAIL,  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL,  LOCH  NESS. 

Re-dtcorated  and  most  Comfortably  Be-fumitfted 
throughout.    Electric  light. 

THIS  Hotel,  which  is  most  beautifully  situated, 
overlooking  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
to  visitors  stajdng  at  Hotel,  also  Trout  Fishing 
on  Biver  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farraline.  Boats  for  use  of  visitors.  Terms 
moderate.  8.  TILSTON,  Proprietor 


SALMON  FISHING 

ON 

For  Boats,  apply  to 

H.  J.  MAISEY,  Killin  Hotel. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL.— Superb  and  extensive  addl 
tlona  since  last  eeason.  Excellent  TROUT  and 
8ALM0  FEROX  Fishing  on  Loch  Awe,  Free.  Ex- 
perienced boatmen.  Boats  towed  by  Steam  Launch 
to  the  best  Fishing  Grounds.  Magnificent  views  of 
mountain,  lake,  and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the 
Hotel. 

DALMALLY  HOTEL.  GLENORCHY.  under  the  same 
managenient.— Guests  have  nine  miles  FREE 
SALMON  FISHING  on  the  beautiful  and  cele- 
brated salmon  river  ORCHY.  Parties  wiring  to  ascer- 
tain ply  of  river  promptly  answered. 

DUNCAN  ERASER.  Proprietor. 

CULA6  HOTEL,  LOCHINVER, 

SUTHBRLANDSHIRB. 

SPLENDID  TEOUTING  in  numerous 
lochs,  free;  ferox,  aalmon,  tea  trout;  ex- 
cellent Mft  Bshing.  Telegrams,  "Calag,  Loch- 
Inver."  J.  Mackenzie. 

Bonte  Ball  to  Lairg,  thence  per  dally  maii 
coach,  or  hire;  or  Mr.  MacBrayne's  iteamerii 
from  Glaagow.  Oban.  <fee. .  once  a  week 


CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Pass  of  Melfort,  near  Oban. 

GOOD  TROUT  PISHING  FREE. 

SEASON  April  let  till  end  6f  September. 
Alao  Deep-Bea  Flnhlng  Boat8  and  8t<;ady  boatmen 
for  the  aee  of  An^lerH.  Billiard  Room,  Lawn  Tennis, 
and  all  oonvenlencea  connected  with  hotel.  FamUleH 
Boarded  by  the  Week  or  Month.  No  accommodatloij 
for  Bervanttt.  Char^en  acoordlnx  to  Board  and  Apart 
mentA  required.  Luncheons  ana  Teaa  always  ready  on 
trrlval  ofooaohento  and  fr9m  Oban,  Ford,  and  Loot 
Awe.  Per  Bteajner  "Columba"  from  GIrhkow, 

Greenock,  and  Oonrock  dJdly  to  ArdrlfhalR ;  thence 
Boyal  Mail  Coach  or  by  Caledonian  Railway  to  Oban 
thence  dally  Coach,  or  hire,  16  mllee. 

The  hotel-keeper  ban  been  iitooklng  hlH  lochH  annoall; 
tor  the  Uflt  flftoen  years  with  the  famoua  Loch  Leven 
and  FontlnaJjA,  or  Great  American  Brook  Trout,  from 
the  Howletonn  Fliibery,  Stirling,  and  the  Solway 
Flahen,  Dtunfrlea.  Beveral  Hundred  Yearling  Rain- 
bow ^ont  hare  been  added  yearly,  taken  from  the 
Wjrreedale  Flahery,  Lancanhtre. 

JOHN  MfjFADYKN, 
OoUfall  Hotel,  Kllmelford,  by  Ix>oh  GUpbead 
Telegnwhlo  Addrent!— McFarlyen,  Kllmelford. 
Teltsrraph  OfflceKj  yardM  from  Hotel. 

(LOOK  TAY) 

OLEN  DOCHART,  PEBTH8HIBE 

BBAOTIFOLLT  8ITI3ATKD  on  th»  lianlM  of  tbi 
BlT«r  Df>ch»rt,  BurpotJiicl«4  by  wild,  pIoturtjBqai) 
ftiid  romkpLlo  Bc»ii«ry  ,  nil  riilliiM  fruiii  tJju  hinA 
ot  LAob  T»y,  and  one  mile  from  Lulb  Ht.»Mon  on  llii- 
OalUcdnr  and  Oban  Hallway.  Vivo  diIIkk  ot  iiood 
ftaimon  and  Trout  flahlac  on  tne  BiTsr  Dcxitiart  Loch 
Boobmn  and  Ixjoh  Nabhair  fre*  to  vliltom  ntuylnii  at 
th«  Botnl.  BoatJi  (rM.  Krerr  Bornii  Ouiniort,  ooni. 
Ulud  witb  moderate  oharfM.  ParlloH  Boarded.  Oolr 
OooTM.  Poatlni  In  all  tnranobM.  Pont  and  Teieirrapb, 
LvlblUlloD.    DOMALD  MOHAUOBTON.  Proprbtor. 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

T^HIS  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beantifully  situated 
*-  in  the  heart  of  Bob  Boy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  errave^ard  of  Clan  Grcgor  being 
in  close  proximity,  and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  Ashing  is  free  on  Loch  Katrine, 
Loc  Chon.  and  several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel;  excellent  boats  and  esperiei  ced 
boatmen  are  kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  bv  way  of  Callander  and 
Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  stfamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or 
by  Aberfoyle  and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and 
steamers  by  these  routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel.  _ 

DONAI.D  FEB6USOK,  Proprietor 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 


FISHING  SEASON  BEGINS  on  MARCH  1. 


Rooms  and  Boats  now  being  booked. 

Last  year,  best  basket  on  the  Lake,  witb  fly,  forty-tbree  fisb,  37pb. ; 
on  the  rivers,  37  fisb. 


Post  and  Telegraph  Address  : 

HOTEL,   LAKE   VYRNWY,  OSWESTRY. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL,  S.  WALES. 

T/^ISITORS  to  the  Forth  have  four  miles  preserved  Salmon  and  Trout  water  in  the 
Teifi,  two  and  a  half  miles  of  which  are  reserved  for  them.    There  are  also  about 
ten  miles  of  brook  fishing  within  easy  walking  distance.    Charming  drives.  Fourteen 
miles  from  Newquay  on  Cardigan  Bay.    On  G.W.E.    Posting  and  Billiards. 

A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor 


EASTER  HOLIDAYS. 

Southern  Highlands  of  Scotland, 
Langholm,  Dumfriesshire, 

BORDER  ESK  now  open  for  Salmon, 
Sea  Trout,  and  Yellow  Trout,  For 
particulars  and  tariff  —  Apply,  Wm. 
Douglas,  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm. 


Free  and  Reserved 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING. 

RIVER  MOY  and  LOUGH  CONN, 

For  Anglers  staying  at 

Imporial  Ho  to  I,  Ballina, 

OR 

GORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LODGH  CONN, 

For  particulars  apply  to  the  Manager. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Gloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FBEE  SALMON,  Tront,  Pike,  and  Char 
FISHING  on  four  Loughs— Oonn,  OuUen, 
Derrymannln ,  and  Lough  Alick.  Board  and 
lodgings,  with  boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week; 
and  two  gentlemen  fishing  from  the  one  boat, 
£3  Ss.  each  per  week;  that  Includes  boatmen's 
luncheon.  No  charge  on  Sundays  for  boat  or 
men. — Apply  to  the  proprietor,  T.  ClIlRKB. 


SHANNONS  LOUGH  DERG, 


M 


KILLALOE,  IBELATTD. 

OST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 

Grilse,  and  Trout  flHhing  in  free  and  preserved 
waterB,  river,  and  lake,  at  this  Btatlon ;  also  as  to 
tccommodatlon  and  board  In  private  cottatre  close  to 
Ivcr.  Expenses,  shortept  route  from  England  and 
So'Jtland.  on  application  to  S.  J.  Hurley,  KtUaloe, 
CO.  Clare,  In-land,  N.B.- The  Green  DrHke  season  on 
lake  commenccH  about  last  week  in  May,  when  the  biff 
trout  are  abouL  in  thousanis. 


LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CULLIN. 

FBEE  SALMON,  OHAB,  TBODT,  and  PIKt 
FISHING.— Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
Ajiglers  and  Tourists  that  his  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  bouse 
Is  situated  in  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks;  most  charming  scenery, 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lough 
Uullin;  within  ten  mhiutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough  Uonn,  celebrated  for  Its  salmon 
knd  trout  fishing.  New  bath-rooms,  and  sanitary 
arrangemenlR  on  most  modern  system.  Terms — 
board  and  lodging,  with  men  and  boats,  £8  lOs. 
fer  week.  Subsorlbor  bags  to  announce  that  he 
las  now  secured  the  Bight  of  20(»0  Acres  of  good 
.Shooting  convenient  to  Hotel. — For  further  par- 
ticulars apply  to  the  Proprietor,  P.  HbJlLT,  The 
^gler'i  Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foiford,  oo.  Mayo, 
rwiand 

P.8.— Subscriber  begs  to  inform  his  many 
friends  that  he  has  considerably  enlarged  hts 
yreinlses. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford,  N.  Devon. 

(Four  and  three-quarter  hours  from  Lo7idmi.) 

TWENTY  MILES  of  excellent  FISHING,  Free 
to  Hotel  Guests  only,  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little 
Dai  t.  Rivers  recently  re-stocked.  Moderate  in- 
clusive tariff  on  application. 

E.  P.  MARSHALL,  Proprietor. 
Season  commences  March  1. 


The  SWAN  HOTEL, 

Staines  Bridge,  Staines. 

"KK  OST  pleasantly  aituated  on  the  banke 
of  the  Thames.  The  best  reaoh  on 
the  Thames  for  TEOUT.  Season  com- 
mences April  1.  Punts  and  Boats  to  Let. 
Gk)od  stabling. 

A.  BURROW,  Proprietor, 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL. 

SIiAPTON,  S.  DEVON. 

THE  above  Hotel  Is  under  New  Management. 
Oood  accommodation  for  visitors  at  moderate 
charges.  Fishing  on  the  famous  Ley  obtainable 
for  visitors  staying  at  the  above  only.  Fuclng  the  sea 
and  the  Ley,  the  latter  containing  300  acres,  well 
stocked  with  pike,  perch,  rudd.  and  eels  of  great  size. 
Efficient  boatmen  and  boats  ;  all  bait  found.  Also  good 
sea  fishing.  Fishing  from  the  banks  of  the  Ley  durinp 
winter.  Conveyances  to  meet  trains  at  Dartmouth, 
■leven  milep. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TTOBOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W,  Main  Line) 

HOTEL  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by 
the  Golf  Links,  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent 
bathing.  Capital  Trout  Wishing  in  adjoining 
Lake  and  Rivt  r  Crygill.  8d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake, 
Bodorgan ;  all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months. 
Trap  from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all 
included  In  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on 
request.  T.  J.  OOTTBELL,  Proprietor. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON. 

/^VER  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
^  on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anfflers.  Tariff  and  full 
partiiiulars  i  f 

J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


QIIKRWOOD  HOUSIO,  DULVEETON, 
WHITE  HORSE  and  CKOWN 
HO  TKL,  EXFOUD.— Over  Twanty  niilcH 
of  ffood  TliOUr  FISHINU.  Fruo  and 
proMurvod  waters  on  Exe  and  Barle.  Free 
to  visitors. 

TicuMH  Moderate. 
J.  H.  TARR,  Proprietor. 


PLOUGH  HOTEL, 

Longparish,  near  Whitchurch,  Hants., 

THIS  Hotel,  which  affords  such  excellent 
accommodation  to  those  fishing  the  Biver 
Test,  is  under  new  management,  and  is  situated 
in  one  of  the  prettiest  villages  in  the  county,  close 
to  church,  railway,  post  and  telegraph  office, 
and  has  been  newly  furnished  thnmghout.  Excel- 
lent cuisine.      H.  J.  SCHRODER.  Proprietor. 

(Late  Chief  Steward  of  Orient  Lina.^ 


ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL 

Llandrindod  Wells. 


Folly  Liobnsed. 


(Ninety  minutes  from  SHREWSBURY.) 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING 

FOB  HOTEL  VISITORS. 
Electric  Light  by  own  installation. 


FIVE  MILES  PRIVATE  TEOUT 
FISHING  RIVERS  (Exe  and  Barle)  frkb 
ID  VISITORS  stayirg  at  the  Carnarvon  Arms 
Family  Hotel,  Dulverton  Station  (G  W.H.)  Also 
central  for  hind  hunting.   Hunters  for  Hire. 

C.  W.  Nelder,  Proprietor 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBRIDGE,   S.  DEVON. 

BOARDERS,  including  bed  and  attendance 
8s  6d.  per  day.  WE1£K-DAY  FISHING 
for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Budd,  including  boats  and 
bait,  Free  to  Vigitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily. 

W.  VICKEBY,  Proprietor. 


A  CHASUXirO  eXFT  BOOK. 

6b.  net,  claret  roan,  gilt,  Illnstrated. 

London  In  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jabllee. 

By  E.  0.  Cook  and  E.  T.  OOOK,  M  A. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

'Sir  Henry  Pomonby  it  commanded 
by  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
'  for  a  copy  of  hit  Handbook. 
I    "Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
*tot."—Britiiih  Weekly.  "  Far  superior 
ordinary  guides." — London  Daily  Chronicle. 


"A  BRILLIANT  EOOK:'-The  Time. 
Every  Visitor  to  London  should  use 

I  OWnOM  SECOND  EDITIOH 
I-  U  IN  L»  V->  IN       ENLARGED,  5b. 

and    l^?cooS?S?A*  24Map8*PW 
ENVIRONS.      60  Illustration*, 
Most  emphatically  tops  them  all." — DailyOraph 
Llangollen— Darlington  ft  Co. 
LoudoB— SiHPKiN,  Mabshall  ft  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Railway  Bookstall  and  all  Booksellen. 


I 


Visitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton.  Eastboumei 
Hastings,  Bath,  Wells,  Westem-super-Mare,  Mal- 
vern, Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llandrindod  WelU, 
Rhyl,  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Boy,  Bettwsycoed,  I-lan- 
goUen,  Bala,  UolKelly,  Barmouth,  AbcryHtwT'h, 
Cnccieth,  Pwllheli,  Wye  Valley,  Severn  Valley, 
Channel  Islands,  and  Isle  af  wight,  should  use 
Uarliugton's  Handliooks,  Is.  each.  List  Post  Free. 
Darlington  ft  Co.,  Llangollen. 

London:  8IMPK1N,  MABSHALL  ft  CO.,  Ltd 

FHOTOOBAPHS.— Beautifnl  Photograph! 

of  Scenery,  Ruins,  ftc,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey 
Palestine,  and  Egypt;  alao  North  Wales,  Is.,  U.  6d. 
and  2s.  Complete  List  Post  Free. 
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DARLINGTON  ft  CO..  LLANGOLLEN. 


GISHTIRSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbiii  for  Fishing  and 
Shooing  Boots;  keeps  thein  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WUOLKSALE  FKOM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co..  Limited,  London. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  Twentieth  Century  Engmeering  and  General 
Trades'  £xbibition  at  Bingley  H<tll,  Binniagham,  wag 
opened  on  Monday  luC  by  Alder<n<in  Beale,  the  L  >rd 
Mayor  of  Birmingham  Tne  chief  feature  in  the 
•xhibition,  from  au  angler's  p^nt  of  view,  is  the  splendid 
oollection  of  specimen  a-^id  rare  fish  exhibited  by  the 
members  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Associition.  Ttiere 
•re  near  upon  300  oises  in  all,  and  plioed  as  they  are  on 
the  gallery,  they  present  qaice  an  imposing  appearance. 
Last  year  the  show  of  fish  was  very  much  admired  by  the 
risitor<,  who  came  from  all  pares,  but  this  year  the  display 
is  one  of  the  best  that  has  ever  been  seen  in  the  country. 
Last  year  there  was  an  absence  of  game  fish,  but  this  year 
this  class  of  fish  is  batter  represented,  as  we  have  both 
salmon  and  trout  on  view  ;  some  of  the  latter  fish  being 
very  fine  specimens.  A  very  fine  collection  of  bream, 
chiefly  from  tne  river  Avon,  are  to  be  seen  ;  also  some 
very  tine  Trent  pike,  in  fact  every  kind  of  fish  are  to  be 
seen.  The  worse  class  of  fish  sent  in  for  competition 
is  the  grayling,  bnt  next  year,  no  doubt,  this 
class  of  fish  will  be  better  represented.  Some  of  the  clubs 
have  very  fine  collto  lions.  The  Aston  Britannia,  sboiv  about 
thirty  cas«B,  and  take  the  first  prize  for  the  best  oollection, 
and  the  Higbgate  take  the  second  prize  for  their  collection. 
The  manager  of  the  exhibition,  Mr.  George  Stanley,  gives 
£20  tor  prizes,  and  a  silver  cup  for  the  best  specimen  pike 
taken  since  Jan  1,  1899.  Tais  special  prize  is  taken  by 
Mr.  H.  Dare  with  his  pike,  the  weight  of  which  is  only 
14^1b.  There  are  heavier  pike  than  this  in  the  competition, 
bnt  this  is  the  beat  set  up  specimen.  The  whole  of  the 
fish  that  have  taken  prizes  have  been  caught  with  a  rod 
and  line,  and  by  the  members.  A  large  number  of  the 
fish  that  have  taken  prizes  have  been  set  up  by  Cooper  and 
Son,  of  London,  bnt  we  have  a  large  number  of  fish  that 
have  been  set  np  in  Birmingham,  but  they  are  nothing  to 
be  compared  to  those  done  by  the  London  firm.  The 
jadgiog  took  place  on  Saturday  last  by  Mr.  R.  Wingfield, 
of  Worcester;  the  result  baing  as  follows :  Trout,  first 
prize,  T.  Coles ;  second,  Mr.  Kiogerley.  Grayling,  first 
prize,  Mr.  Scott.  Pike,  first  priza,  H.  Dare ;  second,  W. 
Dare;  third.  E  Fennemer.  Perch,  first  prize,  C.  Cottrell; 
BPCond,  A.  Juggins;  third.  J.  Groom.  Bream,  first  prize, 
W.  Morris  ;  second,  G.  Grifiiths ;  third,  A.  Padgett.  Carp, 
first  prize,  T.  Round.  Tench,  first  prize,  W.  Woodi'ull; 
second,  H.  James  Barbel,  first  prize,  Highgate  Society  ; 
second,  T.  Smith.  Roach,  first  priz*!,  Hii{hgate  Society  ; 
•ecoDd,  J.  Attwood ;  third,  J.  Aitwood.  Chub,  first 
prize,  J.  Attwood;  second,  Higbgate  Society;  third,  C. 
Cottrell.  Uace,  first  prize,  Higbgate  Society  ;  second,  J. 
Webb.  A  special  pri^e  for  pike  is  awarded  to  Mr.  H, 
Bowton,  of  Dudley.  Special  prizes  are  aiso  awarded  to 
Mr.  Clapshaw,  for  burbot;  Mr.  J.  Attwood,  for  ruff ;  Mr. 
Crosby,  for  bream  roach;  and  Mr.  Jukes,  for  gudgeon. 
Due  DOiice  will  be  given  of  the  prize  distribution.  Tne 
exbibiton  is  open  for  twelve  weeks,  aud  aaglers  coming 
to  Birmingham  shoald  not  miss  seeing  oursbow.  The  Yiae 
Unity  held  tbeir  second  annual  o  )Dcerton  Tuesday  eveuiug 
last  in  aid  of  their  prize  fund,  which  was  agaia  a  success. 
There  were  plenty  of  singers,  and  the  room  was  well  filled. 
The  St.  Paul's  Society  have  a  splendid  balance  on  the 
right  side,  for  which  the  iLembers  have  every  reason  to  be 
proud.  They  held  their  general  meeting  on  Wednesday 
eveciog  last,  when  they  decided  to  fish  their  annnal  contest 
at  Pershore,  on  July  1  next.  Angling  in  the  Midlands  is 
at  present  almost  at  a  standstill,  as  the  weather  is  very 
much  against  trout  fishing,  and  not  only  this  the  fish  are 
not  yet  in  a  coLdition  to  be  taken.  The  coarse  fish  anglers 
have  put  their  rods  on  one  side  until  the  season  opens. 
Tbis  is  a  thing  that  I  am  pleased  to  see,  as  ia  years  ago 
the  close  season  was  very  little  respected  ;  bnt  our 
members  have  at  last  begun  to  realise  their  folly,  and  now 
they  strictly  re-pect  the  season,  and  allow  tbe  fish  to 
increaee  and  multiply  so  that  the  sport  may  ba  improved. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  trout-fishing  season  has  not  been  inaugurated  under 
very  pleasant  conditions.  For  ten  days  past  now  the 
bitterly  cold  north-fast  winds  have  almost  entirely 
precluded  the  possibility  of  sport,  and  as  yet  very  few 
disciples  of  this  branch  of  angling  bave  wetted  a  line. 
The  prospects,  however,  appear  somewhat  brighter  than  is 
uiual  at  the  commencement  of  the  season.  The  ez- 
ctsiively  wct  month  of  February  has  put  most  streams 
into  capital  condition,  and  they  are  not  likely  to  "  look 
back,"  even  if  we  get  a  dry  spring.  Until  warm  weather 
sets  in,  very  little  trout  fishing  will  be  had.  ,0n  some 
private  waters  pise  fishing  is  still  being  prosecuted  with  a 
fair  measure  of  success,  bat  the  season  is  now  getting  too 
advanced  tor  this. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
We  have  again  to  complain  of  the  weather  '•  fiend,"  who 
has  been  indiscriminately  distributing  snow,  hail,  sleet, 
and  other  combiuatiLn-i  iu  aV  uudance  during  tbe  pist  week 
in  this  district ;  ar.d  Lis  near  relati^^n  the  easterly  wind, 
has  also  prevailed  to  a'sist  him  iu  his  spoliation  ot  the 
iocoming  spring  season  ;  in  tact,  the  weather  has  been  so 
intolerable  tbat  few  anglers  dared  to  vent  ire  far  atield 
and  face  the  blizzard-like  atmo.-pKe  ical  cinditions.  A 
few  trout  were  taken  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  from 
the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull,  and  in  fair  condition, 
with  the  exception  of  two,  good-siz^d  fish — one  taken  in  the 
Brigham  district  tbat  scaled  lib.  14|oz  ,  and  the  other  from 
the  lower  waters  near  Gibraltar,  scaling  lib.  7cz. — which 
were  of  a  dark  colour  and  thin  and  out  of  condition, 
especially  the  latter  one,  which  was  very  lanky,  and  should 
have  weighed  lib.  more  had  it  been  in  good  condition. 


The  weather  has  thrown  the  season  very  backward  in  most 
respects,  and,  unless  we  have  an  agreeable  ohang»,  very 
little  will  be  done  in  trout  fishing  before  the  Eastfr 
holiiays,  and  for  which  most  of  our  locil  societies  are  now 
exceedingly  busy  holding  meetings  and  arran^iait  their 
fixtures,  the  princioal  part  of  which  are  to  take  place  on 
the  rivpr  Hull:  The  Duke  of  York  A  S.,  at  Wawne  ; 
the  Stoneferry  Star  A.8.,  at  Figham;  the  River 
Hull  A  8.  and  Waltonims,  at  Swinomoor  ;  and 
Messrs.  Amos  and  Smith's  A.S.  and  the  Osborne 
A. 8.,  at  Hull  Bridge.  The  Holderne«  Drains  bti 
also  to  receive  a  fair  share  of  their  patronage  during 
the  holidays,  for  on  Good  Friday  the  Albion  A.S.  and 
Hull  Town  A  S.  fish  on  the  Winateid  Drain,  at  Patring- 
ton ;  whilst  on  Saturday  the  County  A.S.,  East  Hull 
Band  A.8.,  and  Old  Scnlooates  A  S.  each  opsn  their 
match  fishing  aaason  at  the  same  place,  and  for  their 
benefit  it  is  t'>  be  hoped  that  an  agreeable  change  will  take 
place,  otherwise  little  will  be  done  even  amongst  flounders 
and  eels,  which  these  waters  are  noted  for.  The  Kingston 
Rovers  A  8.  have  a  meeting  at  headquarters  on  Tuefdiy 
evening  next  to  fix  date  of  first  match,  and  the  Ramblsrs' 
A.  A.  also  meet  on  Monday  evening  for  the  same  purpose. 
The  Derringham  Angling  Club  met  at  the  Botanic 
Hotel  and  elected  ofiioers  for  the  season  of  1900.  Mr.  W. 
Wardall  being  again  elected  to  tbe  pr-»sidential  chair  ;  Mr. 
George  Chew  to  the  vioe-ohair  ;  Mr.  W.  Wagg,  treasurer  ; 
and  Mr.  A.  Dixon,  hon.  secretary.  At  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society  a  donation  of  one 
guinea  towards  the  funds  was  received  from  the  Hand-in- 
Hand  Angling  Society,  one  of  the  oldest  societies  in  Hull, 
being  esttWishpd  in  the  year  1872.  A  committee  of  the 
Hull  and  District  A-ualgimated  Anglers'  Asaociation  met 
at  the  Queen's  Hotel  the  other  evening  to  revise  the  rules 
of  the  association  for  1900,  which  will  be  submitted  at  the 
next  council  meeting  to  be  held  at  headquarters  on 
Wednesday,  April  4.  The  Duke  of  York  Angling  Society 
hold  a  smoking  concert  at  the  Gainsborough  Tavern,  in 
High-street,  Old  Town,  on  April  9. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Liverpool  is  always  busy  in  angling  matters,  year  in  and 
y-?ar  out,  always  the  same.  The  Centrals  have  rapidly 
attained  a  membership  of  150,  certainly  respectable  pro- 
portions. At  the  last  match  three  valuable  prizes  were 
rfpstred,  and  the  same  won  with  good  weights,  the  smallest 
SJlb.  On  Monday  next  they  will  have  a  smoker.  The 
West  Derby  Angling  Club  hold  a  smoker  on  April  4  at 
heidquarteri,  the  clock,  don't  forget,  11  p.m.  sharp.  The 
Nelson  Angliag  Society  held  their  annual  dinner  on 
March  27  All  departments  are  in  a  very  healthy  con- 
ditim.  The  Edgehill  Angling  Association,  since  the 
beginning  of  the  ytar,  have  adiaitted  close  upon  a  score  of 
new  members.  At  their  last  meetin?  a  code  of  rules  to 
govern  their  challenge  cap  competition  was  submitted  and 
approved  The  Luue  his  been  leoeiving  a  lot  of  atten- 
tion lately  by  the  keepers,  who  report  as  a  result 
of  netting  operations  the  death  of  eighty-four  pike,  only 
two  of  which  weighed  over  21b  ,  from  the  backwaters. 
The  quantities  of  fry  in  these  backwaters  is  enormous, 
and  probably  in  consequence  of  the  great  slaughter  of 
pike.  The  quantity  ot  trout  should  be  increased  with 
diminution  of  the  pike,  as  they  will  not  be  attacked 
during  spawning.  Again,  there  is  a  report  of  pr  )gress 
from  Warrington.  On  Saturday  last  the  lower  portion  of 
the  Bollin  received  500  good  fish,  consisting  of  roach, 
perch,  ml  bream;  one  perjh  was  considerably  over  21b. 
The  association  are  now  on  exc<llent  terms  with  all  the 
farmers  on  adj  >ining  lands  From  the  hatchery  the 
rep  rt  is  that  tbe  o»a  is  going  on  all  right.  Mr.  Batter- 
worth  ii  credited  with  seven  brae  J  of  trout  from  Blythe, 
taken  with  Blue  Dun  ind  Batterworth's  Fancy,  or  Mulberry 
Bumble.  The  anglers  of  Ciifton  and  Swindon  district 
are  setting  their  organisations  in  order  for  the  coming 
season.  Already  they  are  planning  some  fixtures,  but 
definite  arrangements  are  not  yet  announced.  At  Moses 
Gate  the  Earl  of  Bradford  Arg  ing  Society  a-^e  confidently 
looking  for  good  results  from  the  stocking  of  the  Orompton 
Lodges  which  they  control.  There  are  several  rejwrts  to 
hand  oomplaining  of  the  arctic  weather,  and  from  districts 
where,  unlike  the  visitors  to  Lake  Vyrnwy,  no  birthday 
was  in  evidence  to  keep  them  going  for  a  full  week.  Trout 
fishers  who  have  baen  out  are  complaining  bitterly. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
A  dinner  arranged  by  the  County  Palatine  A. A  ,  for 
past  and  present  officers  and  delegates,  held  at  head- 
quarters on  the  22Gd,  was  well  attended,  upwards  of  sixty 
sitting  down  to  a  substantial  repast,  provided  by  host 
Prax  The  after  proceedings  were,  of  course,  those  in 
which  fishermen  delight.  The  toast  of  the  evening  was 
entrusted  to  Mr.  A.  W.  Platford,  who  gracefully  coupled 
the  name  of  the  veteran  treasurer,  Mr.  John  Peacock, 
wisbiag  him  on  behalf  of  those  present,  every  happiness 
in  his  re '«nt  marriage.  Mr.  Peacock  suitably  replied  in 
his  usual  brief  bnt  c  ■nrteons  manner.  On  Saturday  last, 
this  association  transferred  more  stock  fish  to  their  waters 
at  Irlam.  On  thU  occasion  the  consignment  consisted  of 
600  good  roach,  100  perch,  and  a  few  large  tench.  Mr. 
Tom  Oliver,  the  corresponding  secretary  of  this  associa- 
tion, has  been  elected  on  the  committee  of  the  Warring'/on 
A. A.,  to  represent  the  a' glers  of  Manchfster.  On 
Monday  last  the  Moss  Sid-)  Socials  held  another 
of  th.  ir  celebrated  social  evei.ings  at  headquarters, 
and  on  this  cccision  ladies  were  cordially  invited, 
and  more  than  tbat  were  present.  They  ought  to 
be  invited  again,  for  their  presence  certainly  was  a  great 
factor  in  the  success  of  the  event.  In  the  brief  business 
meeting  which  preceded  the  concert,  your  correspondent 
was  impressed  with  the  tact  of  the  officials.  Perhaps  I 
may  be  allowed  to  express  the  opinion  that  their  abilities 
would  be  of  great  service  to  the  sport  generally  if  secured 
in  larger  undertakings.    Mr.  Harkness  in  the  chair  is  in 


his  proper  place.  We  are  to  have  some  time  in  May  a 
"  Fisheries  "  on  a  modest  scale  in  this  city,  promoted  by 
the  Moss  Side  Social  j.  It  will  consist  of  specimens  (stuffed, 
of  course),  tackle,  ancient  and  modern,  carios,  pictures  of 
fish  and  fishing  resorts,  models,  and,  in  fact,  everything  of 
intnrest.  Will  anyone  willing  to  exhibit  under  guarantee 
(£100  is  already  subwribed),  or  in  any  way  help  to  ensure 
flucc'ss.  kindly  send  fall  particulars  to  Mr.  W.  A  Leigh, 
81,  Bedford-street,  Moss  Side,  Manchester.  On  Monday 
next  the  Union  Chapel  A. 8  are  havina  asocial  evening, 
and  ladies  are  to  be  prcs'int  The  Clayton  Ramblers'  ' 
A. 8.,  at  their  meeting  on  the  27th,  arranged  for  an  opening 
match  on  Jane  IC  at  Poyntoa.  They  intend  to  lose  no 
time  in  getting  to  work  with  their  programme.  At  the 
next  meeting  they  have  some  important  business  to 
transact,  ana  ask  for  a  good  master. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
The  coarse  fishing  season  being  now  over  there  is  nothing 
doing  in  this  district  for  the  present,  but  in  another  week 
trout  fifching  will  have  commenced,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  there  may  be  something  worth  recording  ere  long. 
The  weather  will  have  to  change  before  then,  or  prospects 
will  be  mne  of  the  brieht..est.  With  warmer  weather  some 
exoellent  sport  should  be  obtained,  as  the  water  of  the 
trout  streams  is  in  capital  order  for  fly,  beintr  of  a  nice 
height  and  volume.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Yare  and 
Barn  Preservation  Society  is  fixed  for  Wednesday  evening, 
April  25.  The  president  of  the  society.  Sir  C.  E.  Gilman, 
will  take  the  chair.  Tickets  have  just  h'en  issued,  and 
may  be  had  at  5j.  each. of  the  dinner  committee,  or  of  the 
secretaries.  Messrs.  C.  J.  Greene  and  A  J.  Eudd,  at  the 
society's  office,  64,  London-street,  Norwich. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
Angling  news  is  now  extremely  scarce,  and,  as  yet,  few 
of  our  trouting  votaries  have  giv^n  serious  thought  to  the 
capture  of  the  soeckled  fish.  The  lower  portion  of  the 
river  Greet,  which  enters  the  Trent  at  Fiskerton.has  been 
secured  on  lease  by  five  Nottingham  sportsmen.  The 
stream  contains  trout,  ard  re-stooking  is,  I  hear,  to  be 
proceeded  with.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  R.  Bailey,  the 
Sawley  and  Shardlow  river  keeper,  wrote  me  to  the  effect 
that  bdfore  the  late  rise  he  saw  one  or  two  salmon  on  the 
move  at  the  latter  place.  Inspector  Cooke,  of  the  Trent 
Fishery  Board,  had  not  seen  any,  though  some,  he  (Mr. 
Bdiley)  understood,  had  actually  rfaohed  Tutbury,  on  the 
Dove.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Fishery  Board,  held  at 
Derby  a  fortnight  ago,  a  sum  of  twenty  guineas  was  voted  for 
the'purohase  of  trout  for  presentation  to  those  clubs  which 
yearly  subscribed  to  the  funds  of  the  board.  This  is 
sorely  a  step  in  fie  right  direction.  A  supply  has  been 
offered  to  the  City  Piscatorials  here  for  their  waters  at 
RoUeston,  Stayth  irp,  and  Averham,  and  the  offer,  as 
reported  last  week,  has  been  accepted  with  thanks.  The 
annnal  dinner  of  the  society  was  to  have  taken  place  at 
headquarters,  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Inn,  a  fortnight 
ago  ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  death,  after  a  very  brief 
illness,  of  Mrs.  Clara  Bailey,  tbe  resp''cted  hostess,  the 
function  had  to  be  postponed.  The  deceased  lady,  who 
was  fifty-three  years  of  aee,  was  skilled  in  the  arts  of 
chemistry,  and  her  death  is  universally  deplored.  The 
widower  has  the  deep  sympathy  of  all  onr  anglers  here, 
and  also  in  Hull,  where  the  late  Mrs.  Bailey  was  widely 
known  for  many  acts  of  charity. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  hai  been  so  unsettled,  and  the  wind  so 
bitterly  cold  all  through  the  w?ek,  that  very  few  anglers 
h  ive  ventured  out ;  the  few  who  did  brave  it  were  pike 
flihermen,  and  epart  was  very  indifferent,  the  fish  taken 
heavy  in  spawn,  and  should  be  let  rest  for  a  time. 
The  cold  weather  is  retarding  vegetation  very  much  indeed, 
but  it  will  be  beneficial  to  the  trout  streams  by  keeping 
n  any  of  the  greedy  type  of  anglers  at  home,  who  other- 
wise would  be  on  the  water  taking  trout,  whether  in  con- 
dition or  not,  and  they  call  themselves  fportsmen.  There 
are  many  of  them,  unfnrtunately.  The  Izaac  Walton 
Club  had  their  annual  dinner  at  their  headquarters,  the 
PLiugh  Inn,  Silver-street,  and  a  cani^al  feed  it  was,  every- 
thing of  the  best  served  up  in  Mrs  Becbley's  best  style. 
Mr.  W.  Roberts  presided,  and  they  had  a  jolly  time  of  it. 
Mr.  J.  Barker  sang  his  sonz,  "  The  Strongest-minded 
Beggar  in  the  World."  after  which  253.  was  collected  for 
the  Patriotic  Fund  (the  members  subscribed  £2  lOs.  on  a 
previous  occasion).  Tbe  Worcestar  Unit,ed  Working  Men's 
Club  had  th-iir  annnal  dinner  on  Thursday  evening  at  their 
headquarters,  the  Turk's  Head  Inn,  Lowesmore,  Mr.  E  J. 
Nicholls  in  the  obair.  So  large  was  the  attendance  that 
tbe  large  clubroom  was  not  large  enough  to  accommodate 
all  the  guests,  and  another  room  had  to  be  called  into 
U'e.  Tne  club  band  was  in  attendance,  and  discoursed 
sweet  music  during  the  evening.  After  the  cloth  was 
removed,  the  hon.  sec.  presented  his  report  and  balance 
sheet,  which  showed  the  club  to  be  in  a  very  flourishing 
condition.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was  given  to  harmony. 
The  Good  Intent  Club  had  a  very  successful  meeting  at 
the  clubhouse,  the  Gloucester  Arms,  Copenha?en-street, 
when  a  great  amount  of  business  was  got  through, 
acoounts  pass'id,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  coming 
seas  m  ;  Mr.  B.  Cotterell  taking  o»er  the  secretaryship, 
assisted  by  Mr.  H.  Burdan.  The  district  S'cretary,  Mr. 
R  Wingfield,  was  present .  and  gave  information  respecting 
the  aotiou  ot  the  Severn  Fishiry  Board,  and  how  far  the 
new  regulations  would  aff-ct  coarse  fisb  anslers.  The 
members  expressed  their  willingness  to  take  tickets  from 
the  Severn  Fishery  Board  if  the  board  will  protect  the 
coarse  fish  in  the  Severn,  but  they  refuse  to  take  a  trout 
licence  when  there  are  no  trout  for  them  to  catch,  and 
which  they  are  not  legally  compelled  to  do.  It  is  a  pity 
this  friction  should  exist  between  the  Worcester  anglers 
and  the  Severn  Fishery  Board. 
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FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
Cold,  blasteriog,  north-easterly  winds  have  prevailed 
for  weeks  past,  with  variations  to  north-west  with  snow 
showers,  and  to  south-east  with  deofp'ive  appearances  of 
spring.  The  weather  for  some  time,  before  and  since  the 
sun  "  crossed  the  line,"  has  been  unfavourable  for 
enjoyable  and  successful  angling,  although  this  week's 
sunshine  has  cheered  the  outlook.  It  cannot  be  said  that 
the  opening  diys  of  the  trcut  season  have  been  en- 
couraging ;  experiences  are  rather  the  reverse.  The 
rivers  are  in  fair  form  generally,  and  the  trout  streams, 
being  well-stocked,  and  the  fish  in  a  thriving  condition, 
only  improved  weather  is  required  to    make  things 

fo  well.  The  best  lengths  of  water  opened  last 
(onday,  but  for  the  reasons  stated  little  has 
been  attempted  and  little  done.  If  the  state  of  the  weather 
improves  for  Easter  there  should  be  good  sport.  Mid-day 
fishing  is  the  only  kind  which  can  be  followed  with  any 
degree  of  comfort,  and  reports  speak  of  occasional  braces 
being  tiken  by  local  rodmen  on  the  Ure  and  the  Wharfe 
with  the  Sprins  Black,  Needle  Brown,  Blue  Hawk,  Little 
Brown,  and  Waterhen  Bloa ;  whilst  for  the  Rye  and 
Derwent  the  Dark  Bloa,  February  Red,  Early  Winter 
Brown,  and  Snipe  and  Purple  are  good  cast«.  Since  the 
opening  of  the  close  season  York  and  district  fishermen 
have  had  a  quiet  time,  pike  anglers  only  having  been  on 
the  move.  Some  of  these  need  to  be  reminded  that  the 
fish  should  be  left  alone  until  the  period  of  spawning  is 
over.  The  Black  Ox  A.C.  held  its  annual  dinner  at  Leeming 
on  the  23rd  inst.  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  T.  G.  Walker,  the 
president,  who  is  at  the  front,  Mr.  J.  L.  Smith  presided. 
It  also  appears  that  three  other  members  of  the  club  are 
in  South  Africa,  and  hop9  was  expressed  that  they  would 
return  in  time  to  compete  for  the  challenge  cup.  In  pro- 
posing the  clnb's  success,  the  chairman  eaid  it  was  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition,  though  the  past  season  was  not 
a  favourable  one.  The  committee  was  seriously  consider- 
ing the  best  means  of  re-stocking  their  stream.  Some 
method  must  be  adopted  to  keep  down  the  pike,  and  to 
prevent  them  in  flood  times  passing  upstream  from  Grime- 
scar.  He  thought  the  club  should  pay  a  small  premium 
for  every  pike  caught.  The  members  of  the  club  were  not 
confined  to  the  district,  some  living  in  York,  Leeds,  Lan- 
cashire, Northallerton,  and  Bedale.  Other  toasts  followed, 
and  a  rery  pleasant  harmonious  evening  was  spent. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
J.  Beadley. — It  is  illegal  to  offer  coarse  fish  for  sale 
(dead  or  alive)  during  the  clise  season,  no  matter  from 
what  water  they  miy  be  taken.  Thames  anglers  are 
allowed  to  take  a  limited  number  for  daily  use  as  bait  in 
trout  fishing,  but  these  must  not  be  sold  or  taken  away 
from  the  river. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

EXTEAOEDINAEY  GROWTH  OF  RAINBOW 
TROUT. 

Dear  Mb.  Mabston, — The  following  may  interest 
you. 

The  other  day  my  head  fish  keeper,  Chas.  Brooks, 
showed  me  snch  an  extraordinary  growth  of  a  rainbow 
trout  that  I  could  hardly  credit  it. 

Amongst  a  lot  of  fish  averaging  7in.  in  length  there 
was  one  fish  17iin.  long,  lOln.  in  girth,  and  2ilb.  in 
weight.    This  fieh  was  not  two  years  old. 

At  the  time  Brooks  suggested  that  I  should  write  to  you 
and  let  you  know  about  it,  but  we  both  came  to  the  con- 
clusion tLat  we  should  not  make  a  r^-putation  for  telling 
the  truth  if  we  did,  as  it  seemed  almost  impossible. 
'  At  the  same  time,  both  Brooks  and  I  knew  it  was  quite 
an  impopsibility  for  any  fish  to  have  got  into  that  pond 
from  any  other  pond,  and  as  it  had  been  quite  dry  for 
some  weeks  before  it  was  stocked  on  Jan.  24,  1899,^  with 
very  small  yearlings — unsaleable  fish — it  would  be  quite  an 
impossibility  for  any  fish  to  have  been  left  alive  in  it. 

Since  he  showed  me  this  fish  we  have  come  across  so 
many  others  that  there  is  now  no  possibility  of  their  being 
any  mistake. 

On  Jan.  24, 1899, 1  put  into  the  Jubilee  Pond  a,bout7000 
small  yearling  rainbows,  none  of  them  over  Zin.  in  length. 
They  were  put  in  out  of  the  way  as  unsaleable  fish. 

Tne  pond  is  about  50ft.  square  and  6ft.  deep,  and  has 
two  good  water  supplies,  the  water  in  each  case  running 
through  two  screens  before  entering  the  Jubilee  Pond. 
These  screens  are  so  made  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible 
for  fish  to  work  through  or  round  them  ;  and  no  flood  ever 
effects  them,  or  do  they  get  choked  up. 

The  fish  were  left  pretty  much  to  themselves,  but  were 
fed  every  day  np  to  Monday,  March  12,  1900,  when  the 
keeper  had  to  take  some  of  them  out. 

I  only  wanted  a  few  fish,  so  Brooks  only  used  a  small 
seine  net.  In  it  he  got  the  17in.  fish  I  first  mentioned 
along  with  about  fifty  7in.  fish. 

On  Saturday,  March  17,  Brooks  again  drew  the  pond, 
with  a  large  seine  net,  when  he  got,  amoogst  the  ordinary 
fish,  aboot  twenty  of  a  large  size,  nine  of  the  largest  of 
which  I  give  length  and  weight : 


Wi'iB,  long 
L  >in.  „ 
1  lin.  „ 

Vt: :: 

Am  I  mentioned  before,  the  pond  waa  left  dry  for  over  a 


2ilb.  weight. 
21b.  „ 
l*Ib.  „ 
Ifib.  ,. 
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ISin.  long 
ISiin.  „ 
12in.  „ 
14in.  „ 


lib.  weight, 
lilb.  ., 

liib.  „ 

IJlb.  ,. 


Mb. 


week  before  the  yearlings  were  put  in.— I  remain,  yonrs 
truly,  Petee  Obmeod. 

The  Wyresdale  Fishery,  Scorton, 
Garstang,  Lancashire. 

P.S. — I  took  some  of  these  large  fish  and  put  them  into 
my  aquarium  at  home  with  a  lot  of  fry  and  small  yearlings, 
so  that  they  could  be  studied  at  leisure.  So  far  they  have 
made  no  attempt  to  eat  the  small  fish,  And  I  do  not  think 
they  are  cannibals,  in  spite  of  their  growth.  Their  heads 
are  very  small,  and  quite  unlike  cannibal  fish,  which  can 
generally  be  recognised  by  their  pike-like  appearance  about 
the  head  and  jaws,  and  their  habit  of  hiding  and  not  show- 
ing themselves. 

[The  account  Captain  Ormrod  sends  is  extraordinary, 
but  we  begin  to  believe  anything  about  growth  of  rainbow 
trout.  We  wish  we  could  hear  of  their  stopping  in  our 
streams,  but  nearly  all  the  evidence  we  can  get  so  far 
seems  to  point  to  their  disappearing  downstream.  For 
lakes,  especially  shallow,  warm  lakes,  with  plenty  of  natural 
food,  it  would  seem  to  be  admirably  suited. — Ed.] 

FISHING  ON  THE  AUBhtVE. 
Deae  Sie, — I  am  pleased  to  read  "  A.  K.'s"  courteous 
letter  on  the  above,  and  feel  much  indebted  to  him  for 
this  fresh  information  as  to  the  higher  reaches  of  the 
river.  I  had  no  wish  to  attempt  to  set  up  Remouchamps 
ai  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  the  Ambl&ve  from  a  trout  fisher's 
point  of  view.  Absolutely  good  trouting,  pure  and  simple, 
must  ba  paid  for,  and,  as  everybody  knows,  is  not  likely  to 
be  obtained  with  pension  included  at  5  francs  a  day.  My 
desire  was  rather  to  indicate  where  a  delightful  and 
ridiculously  cheap  holiday  might  be  spent,  good  general 
fiahing  being  combined  with  numerous  other  attractions. 
There  were  good  trout  in  the  river,  for  we  were  continually 
coming  across  them,  saw  them  rising,  caught  them,  and 
had  the  pleasure  of  eating  them.  We  did  not  meet  with 
any  gravling,  but  with  plenty  of  chub,  Varbel,  and  other 
coarse  fish,  with  t^e  novelty  and  excitement  of  an 
occasional  salmon  thrown  in,  whilst  the  charm  of  the 
district  is  beyond  all  description.  I  still  think  this  is  an 
exceedingly  attractive  programme  to  many  an  angler  of 
limited  means  ;  at  any  rate,  it  appeals  to  me,  and,  I  may 
add,  to  several  of  my  personal  friends.  The  fish  are  not 
over  educated  ;  a  good  fly  fisherman  can  fill  his  creel,  and 
the  merest  tyro  will  have  something  to  show  for  his 
labours. — Yours  truly,    F.  S.  L. 

THE  LOCK  AND  RIVER-KEEPERS'  DINNER. 

Deae  Sie, — May  I  announce  through  your  columns 
that  once  ag;ain,  thanks  to  the  donations  of  many  mem- 
bers and  friends  of  the  T.  A. PS  ,  the  dinner  to  the  lock 
and  river-keepers  has  again  taken  place,  and  I  believe  the 
men  enjoyed  their  evening  ?  The  following  supplemental 
amounts  since  your  issue  of  the  17th  have  been  received 
by  me,  and  I  hope  to  have  no  deficit  this  time  :  W.  F. 
Blamey,  2s.  6d. ;  J.  B.  Richardson,  28.  6d. ;  F.  Sands, 

28.  6i.  J  School  Board  A.S.,  23.  6d,  ;  L.  Hart,  lOs. ; 
Westboume  Park  Piscatorial?,  10s.  6d.  ;  Grange  A  S., 

29.  6d. ;  Great  Northern  Brothers,  2a.  6i. ;  PVicenix 
A.S.,  28.  6d. ;  Chiswick  Piscatorials,  7s.  6d. ;  W.  J. 
Gomm,  59. ;  Amicable  Waltonians,  2s.  6d.  ;  J.  Sams,  IO3. 
—Yours  faithfully, 

H.  Whitmoee  Hiqgins,  Hon.  Sec.  T.A.P.S. 
34,  Windaor-road,  HoUoway. 

March  28.  ____ 

WHAT  CAN  YOU  WANT  BETTER  THAN  THIS  ? 

Deae  Sie,— Knowing  you  are  always  interested  in  a 
good  sample  of  fine  undrawn  gut,  I  incloae  this  for  your 
inspection — ISJin.  long,  price  4s.  per  100. — Faithfully 
yours,  D.  Slater. 

Newark-on-Trent. 

[Although  not  quite  fine  enongh  for  last  link  next  the 
flv,  this  ia  uncommonly  good  gat  at  43.  per  100  lengths  of 
15in.— Ed.]   

QUARTERS  FOR  QUERISTS. 

Deae  Sie, — Your  correspondent  "  Mullet  "  seems  a 
little  mixed  in  his  article  on  the  above  in  your  last  week's 
issue.  He  says  :  "  The  Tamar  is  out  and  away  the  best 
for  peal,  and  the  best  pool  is  just  below  the  keeper's 
cottage."  Does  he  not  mean  the  Tavy  ?  And  with 
regard  to  the  Dart,  he  mentions  the  fact  that  from  Dart- 
mouth to  Dartmeet  "  the  water  is  barely  worth  the  while 
of  a  stranger's  attention." 

He  does  not  explain  that  from  Dartmouth  to  Totnes, 
about  ten  miles  or  more,  the  tide  flows  up  from  the  sea, 
an'l  conB°quently  there  are  no  fresh-water  fish. 

From  Totnes  to  Dartmeet  there  is  good  silmon  fishing 
for  anyone  that  takes  out  a  licence.  There  are  good 
apartments  at  the  latter  place  ;  and  above  Dartmeet  it  is 
open  moor  fishing. — Yours  truly, 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth.     William  Heardeb. 

FISHING  IN  DEVONSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  "  Fisher," 
I  could  recommend  Horrabridge  or  Yelverton,  being  near 
several  trouting  rivers.  The  licence  for  the  whole  season 
is  20s.,  which  includes  salmon. 

There  are  no  monthly  tickets,  but  day  tickets  for  trout. 
Is.  each.  I  shall  be  happy  to  forward  a  little  guide,  which 
I  publish,  on  tront  and  salmon  fishing  in  Devon,  where  to 
go  and  how  to  get  there,  to  any  of  your  correspondents 
who  will  send  a  stumped  directed  envelope. — Yours  truly, 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth.     William  Heaedeb. 

FISHING  IN  BRITTANY. 
Sir,— Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  anything  ai  to 
trouting  in  the  river  that  runs  into  the  sea  at  Brest  in 
Brittany  ?    Between  Luiderneau  and  Landivisiau  the  rail- 


way runs  beside  this  river,  which  looks  most  tempting. 
Again,  I  noted  near  Plouaret,  on  the  same  line,  another 
nice  stream,  called  the  Legner,  I  believe.  It  looked  as  if 
tront  must  thrive  in  it. 

I  am  told  that  Huelgoat  is  a  fishing  centre,  and  I  want 
any  up-to-date  information  I  can  get  about  it,  aa  well  as 
the  streams  above  mentioned. 

I  say  up-to-date,  because  the  fishing  in  France  is  now 
preserved  and  let  in  a  businefslike  manner,  qnite  unknown 
ten  y«ar8  or  so  ago. — Yours  truly,  ENquiEEE. 

P.S. —Is  there  any  trouting  near  Pan,  Basses-Pyrenees  ? 

DART  BABIES. 
Deae  Sie,— In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  24  I 
noticed  a  letter  by  "  An  Angler  "  re  the  tremerdous  takes 
of  trout  in  the  Dart  bv  some  rods.  In  a  recent  article 
(Feb.  17,  by  "  0.  V.  B.  ")  on  Dart  fishing  the  usual  run  of 
fario  was  given  at  from  4oz.  to  802.,  and  the  limit  to  be 
retained  at  6in.  From  long  experience  I  should  say  that 
a  6in.  trout  at  this  time  of  year,  and  with  the  weather  we 
are  having,  would  weigh  about  2Joi.  Even  admitting  a 
happening  J-pounder,  what  a  slaughtering  of  the  irnocents 
there  must  be.  And  what  attraction  as  a  trout  river  can 
the  Dart  afford  when  the  capture  of  these  youngsters  is 
permitted  ?  Sportsmen  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word 
regard  a  4.onncer  as  a  paltry  fish  to  creel.  Everyone 
knows  Thomson's  lines  about  troutlets  : 

"  Him,  piteous  of  his  youth  and  the  short  space 
He  has  enjoyed  the  vital  light  of  heaven. 
Soft  disengage  and  back  into  the  stream 
The  speckled  captive  throw." 

It  is  positive  murder,  and  no  wonder  that  complaints 
respecting  the  Dart  fishing  are  not  uncommon  in  your 
columns.  "  C.  V.  B.  "  says  Dart  trout  run  small  for 
easily  understood  reasons,  but  why  kill  them  under  4'-«  P 
In  your  reports  from  rivers  it  is  noticeable  how  small  in 
comparison  are  the  creels  made  by  some  well-known  Dart 
anglers.  The  reason  is  obvious ;  they  give  the  babies  a 
chance.  The  river  appears  to  bo  under  the  c  mtrol  of  a 
board  of  conservators.  Surely,  if  these  gentlomen  look 
the  matter  straight  in  the  face,  i  e.,  this  terrible  destruc- 
tion of  wretched  little  troutlets — if  I  am  not  in  error— 
they  would,  for  the  credit  of  their  river,  increase  the  limit 
of  retainable  fish.  A  trout  of  Sin.  would  mean  4oz.,  or 
thereabouts.  One  conld  scarcely  wonder  at  a  schoolboy 
enjoying  a  day  with  the  babies,  but  for  any  man  calling 
himself  a  fisherman  it  is  inexplicable.  It  simply  means 
ruin  to  the  river,  contempt  in  the  minds  of  genuine  anglers, 
and  a  just  and  serious  ground  of  complaint  to  visitors. — 
Yours,  &o.,  ____     Another  Anolee. 

PLEAS  FOR  THE  EXTENSION  OF  SALMON 
FISHING  ON  THE  UPPER  REACHES  OF  THE 
USK. 

[To  the  Editor  of  the  Brecon  and  Radnor  Express  ] 
Sir, — The  arguments  given  by  "Fair  Play"  in  your 
last  issue  with  regard  to  the  extension  of  time  for  salmon 
fishermen  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Usk  are  very  diffi- 
cult to  refute,  i.e.,  if  a  fair  and  just  treatment  is  to  be 
meted  out  to  those  gentlemen  who  take  out  a  licence  for 
salmon  fishing  but  who  rarely  catch  a  fish,  at  least  of  late 
years,  for  I  have  not  caught  a  salmon  with  a  fly  for  the 
past  three  years.  I  have  killed  a  few  with  worm,  but  what 
sport  is  that  compared  with  killing  a  salmon  with  the 
fly? 

And  why  P  In  fairness  to  all  it  must  be  admitted  the 
last  few  seasons  have  been  rather  dry.  But  the  main  and 
chief  cause  is  that  great  stumbling  block — the  long  weir  at 
Brecon.  It  is  only  with  very  heavy  water  that  a  salmon 
can  leap  over  this — and  though  above  this  the  river  is  in 
good  enough  flood  for  two  or  three  days'  fishing,  yet  as  no 
tish  can  get  over  we  are  thus  deprived  of  many  a  go^ 
day's  sport,  just  because  the  water  is  not  up  to  such  a  high 
level  as  to  cover  this  weir  long  enough  for  the  fish  to  leap 
over  it. 

Hence  the  great  desideratum  for  all  of  us  who  fish  the  . 
Upper  Usk  is  to  get  the  conservators  to  make  a  salmon 
pass  on  this  weir  at  Brecon. 

If  I  am  correctly  informed  thit  all  the  gentlemen  who 
fiah  above  Brecon  have  contributed  like  myself  towards  the 
fund  for  purchasing,  and  thus  doing  away  with  the  nets  on 
the  lower  waters,  it  proves  how  unselfish  they  are,  for 
they  will  not  gain  nearly  as  much  as  their  confreres  on 
the  lower  reaches ;  for  if,  as  anticipated,  the  number  of 
fish  in  the  river  will  be  increased,  they  will  still  remain  in 
the  lower  waters  below  Brecon  until  the  very  late  heavy 
floods  in  October  and  November. 

Hence  this  again  is  another  strong  reason  for  asking 
the  conservators  to  help  us  by  conatruoting  the  salmon 
pass  or  ladder  at  this  weir. 

As  shoivn  by  "  Fair  Play,"  many  of  the  rivers  in  Wales 
and  Scotland  salmon  fishing  is  extended  into  November, 
and  hence,  as  has  been  proved  from  the  per^uliar  and 
exception  il  physical  conditions  governing  the  Usk  at  and 
above  Brecon,  we  have  very  strong  and  just  reasons  for 
asking  for  an  extension  of  time — I  would  suggest,  say,  ten 
diys  in  November.  g 

If  I  had  been  strictly  logical  in  my  reasoning  I  should! 
have  given  this  my  last  reason  before  the  last  paragraph. 
It  will,  however,  equally  answer  its  purpose  stated  below. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  and  supporting  "  Fair 
Play,"  and  oin  give  the  necessary  proof  if  needed  of  the 
aiiertion  "  That  while  legitiina''e  fishermen  are  legally 
allowed  to  fish  during  the  first  ten  days  of  November, 
they  will,  from  their  presence  at  the  river,  save  hundreds 
of  fish  from  becoming  the  prey  of  poachers  who  are  very 
keen  at  their  nefarious  practices  just  at  this  time." 

Now  I  trust  these  letters  may  be  the  means  of  stirring 
up  this  question,  for,  always  on  the  principle  of  audi 
altcratn  partem,  we  should  be  glad  to  hear  what  reasons 
can  be  given  on  the  other  aide.— I  am,  &o., 

Mornston,  March  12.  E.  Rioe  Morsan. 
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FLY  FISHING  FOB  THAMES 
TROUT. 


Angleeb  generally  acknowledge  that  Thames 
tront  are  difficult  fish  to  capture,  and  those  who 
do  not  think  so  will  probably  change  their 
opinions  if  they  fish  much  for  the  best  fish  the 
Thames  holds.  By  "best"  I  mean  the  hand- 
somest, gamest,  and  fastest  in  play. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  dangling  a  bleak  in 
the  most  haphazard  way  over  a  weir,  or  across  a 
feeding  fish  in  the  open  stream,  enables  the  lucky 
angler  to  land  a  trout  almost  directly  he  com- 
mences operations ;  indeed,  such  was  my  exceed- 
ing good  luck  on  my  first  trial,  and  my  experience 
is  not  an  isolated  one.  When  the  fly  is  fished  in 
lieu  of  live  or  spinning  bait,  the  difficulties  are 
increased  tenfold  for  many  reasons.  I  am  most 
anxious  to  encourage,  and  not  discourage,  the  fly 
fisher,  but  I  am  not  enabled,  from  a  somewhat 
lengthy  experience,  to  hold  out  very  rosy  prospects 
of  success  with  fish  of  good  size,  say  61b.  and 
upwards,  in  the  Thames. 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  we  have  to  con- 
tend with  in  the  Lower  Thames  is  the  want  of 
really  fishable  fly  water.  We  have  shallows  in 
plenty,  but  we  also  have  prodigious  disturbance, 
especially  during  the  evenings,  when  fish  might 
^  expected  to  resort  particularly  to  the  shallower 


water  to  pick  up  a  tempting  morsel.  Under  these 
circumstances  a  feeding  fish  generally  makes  a 
rush  from  deeper  water,  secures  a  bleak  or  other 
small  fish,  and  promptly  retires  to  that  part  of 
the  river  where  he  knows  he  is  secure  from  the 
annoyances  of  boats  and  punts,  for  your  trout  is 
a  gentleman  who  loves  quiet,  although  he  stands 
on  very  little  manners  when  in  pursuit  of  bleak, 
but  the  acceptance  of  a  fly  presents  itself  to  the 
fishy  mind  in  an  entirely  different  way. 

The  favourite  feeding  place  of  a  trout  is  often 
where  the  weir  fall  joins  the  lower  water.  Here 
the  water  is  extremely  rough  and  turbulent,  and 
the  difficulty  of  presenting  a  fly  to  his  notice  in 
such  a  way  as  may  enable  him  to  take  it  is  only 
too  apparent ;  the  fly  drops  on  the  surface,  and  is 
swept  away  instantly  by  the  swirling  water,  hence 
one  of  the  likeliest  parts  of  the  water  is  denied  to 
the  fly  fisher.  Another  feature  in  Thames  trout- 
ing  must  be  considered,  that  is,  the  larger  fish  are 
confirmed  fish  or  bait  feeders  as  a  general  rule. 
When  they  pass  the  31b.  or  41b.  stage  of  their 
existence  they  are  so  accustomed  to  the  big 
mouthful  afforded  by  bleak  and  the  like  that  I 
am  of  opinion  they  hardly  regard  fly  as  food, 
especially  in  much  disturbed  water.  In  this  case 
I  particularly  refer  to  dry  fly.  May  Fly,  Alders, 
Sedges,  and  the  like.  For  I  fear,  in  fishing  for 
Thames  trout,  we  must  include  under  the  name 
of  "  fly  "  such  creations  as  the  Alexandra,  Dusty 
Miller,  &c.,  and  even,  far  fetched  as  it  may  seem, 
the  Halcyon,  and  the  Terror.  Many  will  v^onder 
what  this  last  named  may  be,  and  beyond  saying 
that  it  is  constructed  of  feathers,  and  is  cast  by  a 
fly  rod,  I  shall  say  no  more  about  it. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  big  fish 
do  not  always  refuse  to  look  at  the  driest  of  dry 
fly,  for  with  reasonable  luck  I  ought  to  have 
landed  a  trout  of  81b  or  more  only  last  June  on 
May  Fly,  and  cannot  resist  giving  an  account  of 
that  most  lamentable  "  ought."  The  fish  usually 
fed  at  the  head  of  a  swift  shallow,  and  my 
attempts  at  live  baiting  or  spinning  seemed  to 
put  him  clean  off ;  at  any  rate,  I  could  never  get 
him  to  look  at  a  bait,  whether  fishing  from  punt 
or  bank.  The  water  he  fed  in  was  only 
about  2Jft.  in  depth,  and  it  was  a  tremendous 
cast  to  reach  him  with  a  fly  even  when 
wading.  However,  one  evening  I  was  chubbing, 
and  thought  I  would  put  a  dry  fly  over 
the  fish  on  the  off-chance.  I  waded  in  as  deeply 
as  I  dare,  made  the  usual  false  casts  to  thoroughly 
dry  the  fly  and  straighten  the  line,  then  let  go  for 
all  I  was  worth,  shooting  line  as  well.  I  was 
casting  with  a  lO^ft.  "  Houghton,"  and  as  luck 
would  have  it  the  tremendous  cast  came  off 
perfectly ;  the  fly  dropped,  beautifully  cocked, 
and  its  lovely  wings  stood  up  on  the  water  against 
the  fading  sunlight.  No  sooner  was  the  fly  on 
the  water  than  that  fish  went  for  it,  raising  a  great 
wave  in  his  swift  movement  towards  the  fly.  The 
necessary  pause  seemed  interminable,  and  at  the 
moment  the  fish  could,  and  would,  have  seized 
the  fly,  the  swift  water  between  me  and  the  fish, 
acting  on  the  very  long  line,  pulled  the  fly  away 
from  his  very  nose ;  up  tail,  down  head,  away  he 
went ;  almost  before  he  was  properly  covered  the 
fly  was  scuttering  along  the  surface  of  the  water 
— a  mad  thing,  but  the  maddest  thing  was  much 
nearer  the  winch.  Why  did  I  not  throw  up- 
stream and  reach  him  that  way  ?  So  I  would 
have  done  if  I  could  wade  in  some  10ft.  of  water, 
but  the  spot  I  threw  from  was  the  only  available 
one  for  the  slightest  chance  of  success,  and  had 
the  fly  fallen  a  foot  nearer  the  fish  I  should  have 
had  him.  A  big  Irish  fish  once  rose  to  my  fly  in 
the  same  way,  surging  across  the  water ;  I  landed 
this  fish,  for  it  was  in  perfectly  still  water,  there 
was  no  intervening  current  to  cause  any  drag  on 
the  line. 

In  the  Lower  Thames  I  would  recommend  the 
shallows  immediately  below  weirs  for  fly-fishing, 
just  about  sunset,  or  even  earlier  in  the  day  if 
the  banks  are  high  enough  to  shelter  the  water. 
I  heard  of  three  trout  being  taken  from  a  weir- 
shallow  with  wet  fly  in  one  evening,  each  about 
31b.  in  weight;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  report 
was  true.  Two  or  three  fish  were  landed  in 
Penton  Hook  during  last  season  by  fly  fishers ; 
the  many  shallows  there  are  ideal  places  for  fly ; 
I  must  add  the  warning  that  wading  in  any  part 
of  the  Thames  must  be  undertaken  with  the 
greatest  caution.  The  angler  should  never,  on_ 
any  account,  wade  an  unknown  shallot?"  in  . the 
■dusk  or  dark,  or  he  may  find  himself  in  a  Tjallast 


hole.  One  of  the  best  shallows  between  Shepper- 
ton  Lock  and  Shepperton  has  lately  been  deeply 
dredged  in  many  places,  and  is  now  a  most 
dangerous  spot  to  the  unwary  wader.  In  quiet 
parts  of  the  river  it  is  probable  a  trout  or  two  of 
decent  size  may  be  picked  up  with  fly  alongside 
the  banks,  even  in  deepish  water.  A  friend 
recommends  Lechlade  and  the  neighbourhood 
very  strongly,  but  I  fancy  trout  will  want  watch- 
ing for  even  more  carefully  than  usual  in  the 
open  water — that  is,  away  from  weirs  and  the 
like. 

The  angler  must  rememh)er  that  he  will  have 
very  powerful  fish  to  cope  with.  The  30yd8.  or 
40yds.  of  line  should  be  lengthened  with  a  plenti- 
ful supply  of  backing.  It  is  advisable  to  employ 
a  light  check  centre -pin  winch  in  the  place  of  the 
ordinary  small  metal  winch,  and  the  rod  should 
be  thoroughly  up  to  the  work — a  weak  rod  will 
probably  mean  disaster.  A  10ft.  or  lOift.  split 
cane  is  excellent.  Some  use  a  light  double- 
handed  rod  of  greater  length.  The  landing-net 
must  be  of  good  size ;  a  net  suitable  for  ^Ib.  fish 
is  useless  for  Thames  trout. 

For  dry  fly  try  May  Fly,  big  Sedges  and 
Alders,  and  perhaps  a  white -winged  fly  late  in 
the  evening.  There  is  a  greater  choice  of  wet 
fly.  Almost  any  of  the  small  salmon  patterns 
should  kill  fish — Wilkinson,  Silver  Doctor,  Silver 
Grey,  &c.  It  is  perhaps  best  to  let  the  vei-y  small 
patterns  of  trout  flies  alone,  for  the  possibility  of 
killing  a  large  Thames  fish  on  an  000  hook  are 
remote  indeed.  Chub  are  incessant  pests.  In 
the  early  season  they  are  mostly  on  the  shallows, 
and  are  ravenous.  They  take  nearly  any  fly,  and 
maul  it  aU  to  bits  in  their  clumsy  mouths. 

The  size  for  takeable  fish  is  16in.,  extreme 
length ;  in  the  interests  of  the  fly  fishers  this 
might  be  lowered,  but  in  that  case  many  a  small 
trout  taken  with  worm  when  barbel  fishing  would 
be  retained,  so  the  present  standard  is  perhaps 
best  left  alone  in  the  interests  of  all  conoemed. 
Trout  in  the  Thames  are  increasing  in  numbers, 
and  anything  that  tends  to  reduce  the  stock  must 
be  regarded  with  careful  consideration,  and  there 
are  so  many  rivers  where  sport  with  small  fish  can 
be  enjoyed.  The  Piscatorial  Society's  rules  for 
trout  fishing  in  the  Uxbridge  water  provide  a 
different  standard  for  fly  fishing  and  spinning; 
13in.  is  the  limit  for  fly,  and  16in.  for  spinning, 
the  latter  being  the  Thames  measurement. 
Whether  such  a  rule  could  be  made  and  enforced 
when  the  MundeUa  Act  is  amended  is  extremely 
problematical.  Certainly,  sundry  alterations  in 
the  true  interests  of  sport  are  badly  required  in 
our  fishery  laws,  hope  being  always  with  us  we 
may  some  day  find  realisation. 

Very  few  men  wade  the  Thames  when  fly 
fishing,  in  most  cases  for  want  of  suitable  water. 
Many  excellent  casts  can  be  fished  by  wading  that 
a  boat  or  punt  cannot  approach  in  such  fashion  to 
avoid  driving  the  fish  off  the  shallows.  I  have 
done  a  lot  of  wading  in  the  Thames,  and  have  met 
with  good  success  with  that  shy  fish,  the  chub. 
More  than  once  a  great  shoal  of  minnows  or  fry 
has  passed  down  the  shallow  when  I  was  busily 
engaged,  the  perch  darting  amongst  them ;  the 
poor  little  chaps  tap,  tap,  tap  on  one's  waders  in 
their  efforts  to  escape,  and  I  have  again  and 
again  seen  a  perch  take  his  prey  within  ■2  ft.  of 
me ;  this  shows  how  little  careful  wading  disturbs 
predatory  fish.  Had  I  come  up  the  shallow  in  a 
punt  the  fish  would  have  been  seen  flying 
in  all  directions,  however  quietly  the  pole  had 
been  used.  Wooden-soled  clogs,  shod  with  an 
iron  rim  on  heel  and  sole,  ar'^  excellent  for  wading 
on  mossy  stones.  The  sharp  iron  rim  acts  like  a 
skate  edge,  and  I  far  prefer  these  clogs  to  nailed 
brogues.  Clogs  are  "  all  the  go  "  on  many  of  the 
Scottish  rivers,  and  the  "  doggers  "  at  Annan  and 
Canobie  do  a  very  good  trade.  These  clogs  are 
best  made  to  measure.  The  wooden  sole  is 
curved,  being  trimmed  carefully  from  thicker 
wood.  I  mention  clogs  as  it  is  often  advisable  to 
wear  something  that  will  not  slip  when  one  is 
wading  on  concrete  blocks  and  the  like. 

One  fly  on  the  cast  is  enough.  A  dropper  is 
most  dangerous,  the  chance  of  being  "  hung  up  " 
is  so  greatly  increased.  In  most  cases  the  casting 
is  very  long  and  the  work  heavy.  A  single  fly  is 
far  better  managed  in  such  big  work.  I  have 
mentioned  sorae  suitable  flies  ;  but  the  Alexandra 
must  not  be  neglected  as  well ;  so  killing  is  this 
pattern  that.it  is  barred  on  many  waters,  the  dry- 
fly  man  rightly  regarding  it  with  horror. 
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Fly  fishing  is  sadly  neglected  in  the  Thames  : 
indeed,  in  the  lower  river  it  is  somewhat  rare  to 
see  a  fly  rod  at  work,  except  for  bleak  fishing.  If 
we  do  not  try  the  fly  for  Thames  trout  we  shall 
certainly  not  take  them  with  it,  and  many  anglers 
who  do  not  care  for  bait  fishing  will  do  well  to 
try  their  luck,  and  the  experienced  salmon  fisher 
need  not  despise  a  "  run "  with  a  big  Thames 
trout.  C.  H.  Wheblet. 


THE  BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
DINNER. 


The  B.S.A.S.,  by  which  abbreviated  title  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  is  familiarly  known, 
may  fairly  be  said  to  have  been  en  fete  on 
Wednesday,  a  large  number  of  members,  friends, 
and  influential  guests  foregathering  at  the 
Frascati  Restaurant  on  the  evening  of  that  day 
to  assist  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  society.  It 
may  be  asserted,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  the  able  and  vigorous  services  rendered  by 
that  most  capable  of  hon.  seci-etaries.  Dr.  Chas. 
S.  Patterson,  and  the  committee  and  officers 
generally,  have  placed  the  society  on  a  basis  which 
leaves  nothing  to  be  desired.  Year  by  year  the 
membership  has  steadily  increased,  and,  what  is 
an  equally  gi-atifying  feature,  the  financial 
position  has  become  correspondingly  strengthened 
and  improved.  The  society  is  unique  of  its  kind, 
for  there  exists  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land  no  other  body  having  for  its 
prime  object  the  pursuit  of  sea  angling  pure  and 
simple.  The  reliable  and  up-to-date  information 
gleaned  from  all  quarters  round  the  coast  at  no 
inconsiderable  trouble  is  of  the  greatest  utility 
and  value  to  those  who  go  down  to  the  great  deep 
on  fishing  intent.  Special  railway,  hotel  and  boat 
tariffs,  thoughtfully  aiTanged  for  its  members,  are 
immense  boons,  and  the  weekly  meetings  of  the 
society,  when  news  of  all  kinds  bearing  upon  sea 
angling  is  forthcoming,  coupled  with  the  reading 
of  occasional  papers  on  topics  connected  with  this 
particular  brancn  of  sport,  are  highly  appreciated 
by  those  who  are  proud  to  belong  to  such  a 
powerful  and  successful  institution  as  the 
B.S.A.S.  undoubtedly  is. 

The  presence  in  the  chair  of  the  popular 
Permanent  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Sir 
Courtenay  Boyle,  K.O.B.,  imparted  additional 
zest  and  interest  to  the  proceedings,  which  from 
first  to  last  were  of  the  most  pleasurable  and 
enjoyable  character.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
the  dinner  was  worthy  the  best  traditions  of  the 
Frascati,  a  really  excellent  menu  having  been  sub- 
mitted for  discussion. 

Amongst  those  present  were  Lieut.-Ool.  the 
Hon.  W.  H.  Allsopp,  Messrs.  J.  Wrench  Towse, 

F.  G.  Aflalo,  R.  B.  Marston  {Fishing  Gazette),  E. 
McFee,  R.  C.  Preston  Gardner,  C.  O.  Minchin, 
H.  P.  Thompson,  H.  Hardy,  C.  H.  Cook  ("John 
Bickerdyke  "),  H.  Marks,  G.  Read  Clarke,  Michael 
Jacob,  H.  W.  Lane,  F.  W.  Norman,  A.  W.  Parker, 

G.  Melville  Smith,  S.  AUcock,  G.  H.  Howard, 
A.  R.  Matthews,  W.  B.  Draper,  W.  T.  Green, 
A.  E.  Hodgson,  R.  S.  Buffery,  T.  B.  Bates,  H. 
Barker,  F.  W.  Blackiston,  W.  T.  Burning- 
ham,  S.  J.  Bennett,  W.  T.  Boydell,  R. 
Bradford,  J.  Cooksey,  G.  R.  Cran,  P.  L. 
Collins,  F.  H.  Clay,  E.  J.  Crisfield,  J.  H. 
Dnnkin,  J.  N,  Hearn,  C.  Craft  Handley, 
J.  Holloway,  J.  C.  H.  Jago,  A.  E.  Litchfield, 
E,  T.  Lacey,  E.  M.  Mallett,  R.  H.  Nemey,  J. 
Pollard,  G.  F.  Penney,  C.  Penton,  D.  J.  Rosh, 
W.  J.  Reynolds,  H.  A.  Rolt,  E.  C.  Saunders, 

H.  L.  Smiles,  W.  H.  Trewatha  James,  A.  C. 
Towers,  J.  M.  Tracey,  W.  H.  Winkley,  A.  Wheat, 
E.  Hanger.  Dr.  Chas.  S.  Patterson  (hon.  secretary), 
Ac,  A:c. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  repast  the  Chairman 
gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Queen,"  which  was  duly 
and  enthusiastically  honoured. 

The  toast  of  "  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
the  Rest  of  the  Royal  Family "  followed,  which 
met  with  a  like  hearty  reception. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  proposed  "  The  Navy,  Army, 
and  Reserve  Forces."  He  said  it  was  difficult  to 
speak  of  the  forces  collectively  without  en- 
tnusiasm.  The  navy  they  knew  would  never 
fail  them,  the  army  they  were  prepared  to  see 
behave  splendidly,  and  the  volunteers  bad  been 
i^iven  an  opportunity  and  had  oomo  out  with 
more  than  flying  coloure.  Anglers  were  eminently 
pe«o*-fiil  men,  but  they  were  not  totally  uncon- 


nected with  the  chief  topic  of  the  hour — the  South 
African  campaign — for  one  of  the  members  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  had  sent  a  postcard  to  the  hon. 
secretary  stating  that  he  was  unable  to  be  present 
at  the  dinner  as  he  was  Just  off  to  the  front  as  a 
rough  rider  in  the  Imperial  Yeomanry. 
(Applause). 

Lieut.-Col.  The  Hon.  W.  H.  Allsopp 
responded.  He  said  that  we  had  had  our 
reverses,  and,  as  the  Times  stated  in  a  leading 
article,  that  we  should  be  fools  if  we  had  not 
learned  a  lesson.  The  toast  was  at  the  heart  of 
every  man  in  the  room,  and  every  child  in  the 
kingdom.  The  Naval  Brigade  had  done  well,  and 
the  Medical  Service  and  the  Army  Service  Corps 
had  to  be  congratulated  on  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  carried  out  their  respective  works. 
The  nation,  too,  had  learned  that  marksmanship 
and  mobility  wei'e  the  chief  factors  in  modern 
warfare.    The  Colonials  ^  had  rendered  yeoman 


sad     havoc    with   carp  in  the  Horticultural 
Gardens  —  on  that  occasion   he  would  never  1 ; 
forget  the  consternation  of  the  gardener  or  the  | 
disgrace  of  the  under  gardener  who  gave  himi; 
leave  to  fish.   He  had  been  not  a  sea  fisherman,  1 1 
but  an  angler  in  fresh  water.    He  was  afraid  he  1 
had  not  a  very  great  or  adequate  knowledge  of  |  i 
sea  angling.   He  was  not  without  some  experience,  ^  i 
however,  oecause  on   one   occasion   when  he| 
was  fishing  with  the  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  | 
— now,  alas !  gone  to  the  happy  fishing  grounds —  i 
he    (the    speaker)     got    hold    of    something  | 
big    outside    the    Hill    of  Howth,    which  he  I 
thought    for    a    time    was    the    kingdom  of  | 
"  Ould  Ireland."    Nothing  would  induce  it  to  i 
budge,   though,    by   taking   careful  bearings, ' 
he  came  to  the  conclusion  it  was  moving,  and  that ; 
it  was  really  a  fish.    What  it  was  he  did  not  | 
know,  for  the  line  unfortunately  broke  when  he  ! 
had  allured  the  beast  within  reach  of  the  gaff.  I 


(>IK   COUKTENAV    liUViiK,  K.C.B, 


help,  and  every  one  present  applauded  to  the  echo 
the  noble  heroism  of  the  officers  and  men  fighting 
for  the  country  in  South  Africa.  (Applause.) 

The  Hon.  Secretaey  (Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson) 
here  read  letters  of  regret  from  the  president. 
Sir  Edward  Birkbeck,  and  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton, 
H.M.  Consul  at  Calais,  amongst  others,  who 
were  unable  to  be  present  at  the  dinner. 

The  Chairman  then  submitted  the  toast  of 
"  The  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society."  In  doing  so, 
he  thanked  them  for  the  honour  done  him  in 
asking  him  to  preside  on  that  pleasant  occasion. 
He  did  not  know  any  function  ne  had  ever  been 
asked  to  undertake  which  had  given  him  greater 
satisfaction  than  to  preside  at  a  meeting  of 
angler».  To  some  extent  he  came  before  them 
under  false  pretences,  because  although  he  was 
an  angler,  and  had  been  one  ever  since  the  day 
when  torty-eight  years  ago  with  a  crooked  pin 
and  a  Vlt  of  tiis  nurse's  apron  string  he  play«d 


It  must  have  been  a  very  large  skate  or  congei", 
and  the  circumstances  must  have  been  something 
like  those  depicted  on  the  back  of  the  dinner 
programme.  {  This  was  a  sketch  of  a  man  angling, 
who,  having  hooked  a  fish,  was  being  hauled  all 
over  the  place  by  a  couple  of  mermaids.]  But  if 
the  fish  ne  had  on  was  a  skate,  the  sport  was 
something  like  playing  a  tea  tray  or  King  Arthur's 
round  table.  (Laughter).  He  had  fished  in  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom — at  Dunrobin  and  Yar- 
mouth— but  had  not  had  anjrthing  like  that 
experience  of  sea  fishing  which  would  justify  him 
in  addressing  them  on  that  topic.  He  had,  how- 
ever, done  some  salmon  fishing,  and  had  been 
rather  fortunate.  Two  years  ago,  when  he  first 
visited  the  Thurso  river,  he  was  luokv  enough  to 
kill  the  king  fish  of  the  year,  one  oi  311b.  when 
caught,  bub  when  he  went  to  the  same  district  in 
the  autumn  that  weight  had  grown  to  451b. 
(Lataghter.)     ITe  did  not  know   whether  the 
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accuBation  which  was  always  levelled  against 
fishermen  was  true,  that  "all  shooters  ia  leers, 
but  all  fishers  is  'nation  leers."  (Laughter.) 
However,  he  congratulated  the  members  on  the 
efforts  the  society  had  made,  and  the  growth  it 
had  attained.  He  understood  that  the  researches 
of  the  B.S.A.  Society,  in  the  interests  not  only  of 
sport  but  of  science,  extended  to  all  parts  of  the 
world.  He  believed  some  of  the  members 
had  not  only  caught  but  had  written  about 
the  Silver  King  of  Florida,  bream  in  South 
Australia,  the  shark  and  the  devilfish,  and  in  some 
waters  such  large  specimens  that  they  were  really 
in  doubt  sometimes  whether  they  were  playing  the 
fish  or  the  latter  were  playing  them.  He  might 
somewhat  change  a  very  hackneyed  quotation,  and 
says:  Qu3e  repio  in  maribii^  vostri  non  plena 
laboris.  Now  at  this  period  of  the  century  it  had 
been  stated  that  the  weapons  of  defence  were 
stronger  than  the  weapons  of  offence.  That  state- 
ment was  made  by  a  distinguished  statesman  in 
reference  to  a  far  more  serious  subject  than  that 
of  sea  fishing,  but  he  was  sure  it  was  true  of  all 
kinds  of  sport.  His  own  impression  was  that  in 
hunting,  shooting,  and  stalking  the  weapons  of 
offence  were  stronger  than  the  weapons  of  defence 
which  the  quarry  could  display,  and  that  conse- 
■juently  all  kinds  of  sport,  with  one  exception — 
which  he  was  coming  to — were  somewhat  coercive 
in  their  nature.  They  hunted  the  fox  from  its 
lair,  they  shot  the  stag  when  they  could  get  it, 
they  drove  their  partridges  or  pheasants,  but  not 
so  with  fishing.  If  the  fish  did  not  choose  to 
come  to  them,  he  won't  come.  "  If  he  will  come, 
he  will,  you  may  depend  on  't ;  if  he  won't,  he 
won't,  and  there's  an  end  on 't."  They  might  try 
their  best,  but  all  efforts  might  be  unsuccessful. 
That  consideration  placed  fishing  in  a  somewhat 
higher  category  than  all  the  rest  of  our  national 
sports.  (Hear,  hear.)  There  was  certainly  less 
brutality  about  it,  and  more  delicacy,  too,  and 
more  art,  and  they  depended  more  upon  the 
volition  of  their  quarry  than  in  any  other 
form  of  sport  he  knew  of.  He  might  be 
prejudiced,  but  it  appeared  to  him  from 
a  consideration  of  the  surroundings  and 
the  scenery,  companionship,  and  the  nature 
of  the  particular  pursuit,  that  fishing  was  the 
highest  and  noblest  of  our  sports.  (Applause). 
He  was,  therefore,  delighted  to  feel  that  the 
efforts  of  the  society  were  spreading  the  love  of 
fishing  amongst  all  classes  of  Englishmen  and 
Englishwomen,  and  the  knowledge  of  fishing 
amongst  those  foreign  nations  who  were  our 
friends  and  allies  and  took  part  in  our  sports. 
Now  he  turned  for  one  moment  to  a  more  serious 
subject.  There  were  some  matters  referred  to  in 
the  report  of  the  society  which  he  had  read  upon 
which  his  mouth  must  be  closed.  There  were 
some  things  he  would  like  to  say  if  he  were  in  a 
position  to  do  so,  but  he  might  state  this 
— that  the  importance  of  biological  research 
impressed  itself  upon  every  member  of 
the  department  of  which  he  was  a  ser- 
vant, and  also  it  impressed  itself  upon  every 
member  of  the  Government.  What  was  to  be 
done  to  encourage  research  he  did  not  know. 
How  money  could  best  be  spent  he  was  not  there 
to  say,  but  that  it  was  for  the  public  advantage 
that  there  should  be  more  knowledge  of  the  habits 
of  fish  than  anything  which  they  possessed  at  the 
present  moment  he  asserted  without  fear  of 
contradiction.  He  therefore  heartily  commended 
to  them  most  respectfully,  but  most  earnestly, 
that  they  should  do  their  utmost  to  encourage 
that  research  and  to  extend  that  knowledge. 
He,  personally,  never  spent  ten  minutes  on  any 
salmon  river  without  finding  his  knowledge  in 
some  form  or  other  increased  by  that  expenditure 
of  time.  He  was  sure  it  was  the  same  with  them 
— to  study  fish  in  a  far  more  extensive  manner  than 
now  reached  in  regard  to  salmon  fishing;  to 
study  the  habits  and  customs  of  all  sorts  and 
kinds  of  fish  in  waters  of  all  descriptions  under 
climatic  conditions  of  the  greatest  possible 
variety ;  the  kno\vledge  which  they  could  actjuire 
must  be  of  the  greatest  possible  service  to  the 
nation.  He  would  ask  them  in  pursuing  their  efforts 
(and  long  life  to  them)  to  bear  in  mind  the  import- 
ance of  recording  the  iiiformation  they  obtained  and 
make  it  useftil  to  those  who  had  to  do  vnth  the 
administration  of  the  fishery  laws  of  this  country. 
(Applause).  Sea  fishing  was  one  of  the  most 
faacinatine  amusements  he  had  ever  had  to  do 
with.    It  had  been  said  of  rod  fishing  that  it  Was 


a  case  of  a  worm  at  one  end  and  a  fool  at  the 
other.  That  was  not  true  of  sea  fishing.  The 
little  experience  he  had  had  of  the  art  had  shown 
him  that  it  demanded  skill  and  judgment,  a 
knowledge  of  circumstance,  and  an  estimate  of 
various  and  ever-changing  kaledioscopical  con- 
ditions which  did  credit  to  the  best  of  their 
angling  characteristics.  In  asking  them  to  honour 
the  toast,  he  assured  them  of  his  deep  impression 
of  the  importance  to  this  country  not  only  of  their 
sport,  but  of  the  researches  which,  in  pursuing 
that  sport,  they,  as  British  sea  anglers,  could 
make.    (Loud  applause.) 

The  presentation  by  the  chairman  of  the  Deal 
Corporation  challenge  cup  and  medals  to  the 
winners  in  the  Deal  prize  competition,  1899,  then 
took  place.  A  full  list  has  already  appeared  in 
the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Oazette. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  gave  "  The  Hon.  Committee 
and  Officers."  He  could  not  say  enough  good 
things  about  the  former,  and  the  hon,  sec,  who 
had  only  given  him  five  minutes  in  which  to 
speak,  knew  it  was  impossible  to  say  all  he  had 
to  state  in  praise  of  the  officials.  It  was  owing  to 
the  good  committee,  the  excellent  hon.  sec,  and 
those  who  had  succeeded  those  gentlemen  in  their 
posts,  that  the  society  had  reached  such  an  high 
point  of  success  as  it  had  done.  The  good  ship, 
"  The  B.S.A.S,,"  had  been  sailing  in  fair  weather, 
with  a  fair  wind,  ever  since  the  day  he  had  the 
pleasure  of  presiding  over  its  inaugural  meeting 
until  the  present  moment,  when  they  were 
honoured  by  the  presence  in  the  chair  of  the 
highest  permanent  official  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
(Applause.)  They  might  heartily  congratulate 
themselves  on  having  secured  so  able  a  chair- 
man. (Hear,  hear.)  He  did  not  know  if 
there  were  any  members  of  Parliament  present 
amongst  them  that  evening.  He  was  not 
referring  to  M.P.'s  who  supported  the  society,  or 
who  were  members  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company, 
who  were  generally  in  favour  of  the  preservation 
of  sea  fisheries.  He  had  a  much  higher  opinion 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  than  he  nad  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  latter  was  like  a  show 
where  a  man  beats  a  big  drum  and  makes  fine 
speeches  as  to  what  they  would  see  if  they  walked 
inside.  Pretty  pictures  were  hung  up  of  imma- 
ture sea  fish,  old  age  pensions,  conscription,  and 
other  agreeable  things  which  were  taken  down  at 
the  end  of  the  session  to  be  repainted  and  then 
put  up  again.  The  House  of  Commons  was  the 
outside  of  the  show,  but  when  they  got  through 
the  former  they  got  to  the  real  place  where  the 
government  of  the  country  was  carried  on.  They 
got  into  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Boai-d,  and  the  Admii'alty.  There  they 
would  find  grave,  serious  men,  who  would 
not  make  a  bull  even  if  they  were  rewarded 
by  being  made  Ambassador  at  Paris  for  it. 
They  came  to  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  and 
the  Home  Office,  and  another  office  he  woidd  not 
name  because  they  were  now  away  attending 
lectures  on  the  difference  between  brown  paper 
and  leather.  (Laughter.)  During  their  absence, 
and  before  their  return,  a  little  whitewashing 
would  be  carried  out.  But  to  return  to  the  toast. 
The  B.S.A.S.  had  at  heart  and  worked  largely  for 
the  betterment  of  our  British  sea  fisheries.  Some 
day  they  might  solve  the  great  bait  question. 
Most  of  them  were  rather  ingenious  in  that 
direction,  and  he  hoped  they  would  soon  have  an 
artificial  bait  which  would  meet  the  wants  of  the 
long  liners.  A  question  which  had  much  puzzled 
him  was  why  they  hardly  ever  caught  salmon  in 
the  sea.  They  could  catch  them  in  fresh  water 
where  they  were  told  they  never  fed,  but  in  salt 
water  where  they  did  feed  they  could  not 
be  taken.  This  paradox  had  been  irritating  him 
for  years.  It  just  occurred  to  him  that 
as  there  were  so  few  salmon  in  our  rivers  of 
limited  size  there  must  be  fewer  in  the  sea  when 
spread  over  thousands  of  square  miles.  They  did 
not  catch  salmon  in  the  sea  because  they  were  not 
there  to  be  caught.  What  could  the  B.S.A.S.  do  ? 
Many  interesting  subjects  came  up  for  discussion 
at  the  meetings,  and  the  hon.  sec.  was  constantly 
receiving  communications  from  members  while 
travelling  for  sport.  Members  might  be  furnished 
with  forms  to  fill  up  to  show  where  they  were 
fishing,  the  state  of  the  tides,  baits,  weather,  &c. 
These  could  be  classified,  and  would  be  of  great 
use  when  made  public.  The  toast  was  coupled 
with  the  naixM  of  Dr.  Pbtteraon,  who,  the  speaker 
r^mark^,  had  had  an  ftoademic  raining,  t(o  that 


anything  he  might  tabulate  would  be  of 'immense 
value. 

De.  C.  S.  Pattbeson  said  that  the  committee 
were  the  gentlemen  who  did  the  work.  He  wa« 
merely  the  figurehead  which  carried  out  some  of 
their  orders.  The  work  suggested  by  Mr.  C.  H. 
Cook  he  was  sure  the  committee  would  take  up  as 
a  labour  of  love.  Mr.  Cook  had  praised  them, 
and  when  they  got  praise  from  "John  Bicker- 
dyke,"  the  founder  of  the  B.S.A  S.,  it  was  praise 
indeed.  As  regarded  work,  the  committee  and 
officers  were  only  too  willing  to  do  anything  they 
could  to  make  the  society,  not  as  successful  as  it 
was  now,  but  as  flourishing  as  they  were  sure  it 
would  be  in  ten  years'  time.  Then  he  hoped  they 
would  have,  not  nearly  1000  members,  but  almost 
a  million.  There  was  plenty  of  room  in  the 
sea  for  them  all.  They  had  amongst  them 
that  evetiing  the  old,  original  agent  of  the 
B.S.A.S.,  Mr.  Ted  Hanger,  who  was  catching  sea 
fish  at  Deal  before,  probably,  nine-tenths  of 
those  present  were  bom,  and  who  would 
show  members  how  to  enjoy  sport  vrith  rod 
and  line,  he  trusted,  for  the  next  forty  years  to 
come.  People  lived  to  a  good  old  age  at  Deal. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  C.  0.  MiNCHiN  gave  the  "Press  and 
Visitors,"  referring  in  able  terms  to  the  hope 
with  which  fishermen  went  out  on  fishing  intent, 
and  the  pleasure  it  gave  him  in  asking  Mr.  A. 
Allison  to  respond.  * 

Mr.  A.  Allison  {Sporting  Life)  replied.  He 
said  the  refrain  of  the  song  which  had  just  been 
sung,  "  The  World  went  very  well  then,"  was 
ringing  in  his  ears.  Before  the  invention 
of  railways,  and  when  angling  in  our 
rivers  was  confined  mostly  to  people  who 
dwelt  upon  the  banks,  the  world  jogged 
along  all  right.  Since  then  the  number  of 
fishermen  had  multiplied  to  such  an  enormous 
extent  that  every  inch  of  the  rivers  was  rented, 
also  the  canals,  and  he  was  almost  surprised  that 
in  some  of  the  manufacturing  districts  they  had 
not  rented  the  swimming  baths.  (Laughter.) 
The  result  was  that  the  ardent  angler,  sickened 
with  the  thickness  of  his  fellow  men,  had  gone 
down  to  the  sea,  where  no  man  could  put  his 
hand  on  any  particular  wave,  and  say,  "  This  is 
mine,  you  must  pay  me  rent  for  it."  The  sea  was 
free  and  open  to  everyone,  and  therefore  the 
B.S.A.S.  was  in  its  inception  one  of  the  cleverest 
ideas  that  they  had  ever  had.  They  had  been 
told  that  it  was  impossible  to  catch  salmon  in 
the  sea,  while  they  were  to  be  taken  in 
fresh  water  where  they  did  not  feed.  That 
problem  he  had  thought  out,  and  had  solved 
it.  The  bait,  or  rather,  the  food,  of  the 
salmon  in  the  sea  could  not  be  put  upon 
a  hook.  In  the  fresh  water  a  salmon  did  not 
take  a  bait  to  satisfy  its  appetite,  but  merely 
from  curiosity,  because  there  was  nothing  on 
earth  in  the  shape  of  nature  that  ever  represented 
a  salmon  fly.  (Hear,  hear.)  That  clearly  proved 
that  the  salmon  took  the  fly  from  curiosity,  and 
in  that  respect  was  like  a  woman,  because  it  got 
caught.  Turning  to  the  work  of  sea  anglers,  it 
had  been  said  that  the  angler  had  a  greater 
measure  of  respect  as  a  sportsman  than  the  man 
who  shot  or  hunted.  That  was  so,  and  if  it  was 
left  to  the  B.S.A.S.  to  catch  fish  in  the  sea 
there  would  be  a  good  supply.  There  would 
never  be  any  need  to  take  thought  for  the 
morrow.  But  there  was  an  invention  of  the 
evil  one,  called  a  steam  trawler,  which  gave  the 
poor  fish  no  chance  whatever.  In  the  days  of  the 
old  long  line  fishermen  a  fish  took  the  bait  and 
was  caught.  He  believed  fish  were  sometimes  ill 
and  bilious  and  out  of  sorts,  like  human  beings, 
and  would  not  bite,  but  the  trawl  took  no  notice 
of  this.  It  took  the  young  and  old,  healthy  and 
infirm.  Although  the  sea  appeared  to  be  an 
inexhaustible  reservoir  it  was  not  so,  and  what 
was  more,  the  price  of  fish  was  hardening  every 
day,  for  the  simple  reason  that  trawling 
and  artificial  capture  of  fish  was  absolutely 
destroying  that  which  should  go  to  keep  the 
supply  up.  He  hoped  the  time  would  come 
when  it  would  not  be  allowed  to  take  whitebait, 
for  it  consisted  of  the  fry  of '  nearly  every 
fish  that  swam  in  the  sea,  including  the  "  tele- 
scope" fish.  The  B.S.A.S.  could  aid  materially 
in  stopping  this  wholesale  destruction  of  the 
innocents.  (Applause). 

Mr.  J.  Wkeitch  Towse  gave  "  The  Health  of 
the  Chairman."    He  said  that  Sir:  Oowtenay- 
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Boyle  had  many  duties  to  perform,  and  some 
were  of  that  nature  that  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  give  utterance  upon  them  in  public.  A  certain 
late  Prime  Minister,  when  dining  at  the  Fish- 
mongers' Hall  many  years  ago,  had  his  health 
proposed.  Everyone  was  on  the  tiptoe  of  excite- 
ment to  know  what  the  Minister  of  the  day 
would  say.  Haring  thanked  the  company  for 
drinking  his  health,  he  said :  "  Gentlemen, — 
I  thiii  in  this  instance  I  had  better 
follow  the  habit  of  fish,  which  are  big 
drinkers  but  very  little  talkers."  He  then  sat 
down.  He  hoped  that  would  not  be  the  case  with 
their  chairman.  There  were  many  fishing 
interests  to  deal  with,  and  at  the  present  time 
there  were  certain  Bills  before  Parliament — one 
relating,  for  instance,  to  sea  fish.  He  hoped  the 
opposition  displayed  would  not  have  the  effect  of 
causing  the  Bill  to  be  blocked,  but  that  those  who 
are  wishful  for  the  increase  of  our  fish  may  be  sup- 
ported, and  the  Bill  carried  through.  There  was 
also  another  important  matter  which  had  to  be 
debated — the  Royal  Commission  on  salmon — and 
interest,  too,  he  hoped  would  be  taken  in  this. 
Applause.) 

The  Chairman,  in  responding,  said  he  entirely 
approved  of  their  methods,  which  had  been  so 
eloquently  explained  to  him  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook — 
an  administrator  of  some  experience.  He  would 
follow  them,  and  if  he  were  in  any  difficulty  at  all 
he  would  at  once  suggest  the  appointment  of  a 
sub-committee.    He  thought  they  could  not  do 


A  NOVEL  EVENING'S  FISHING 
IN  BURMA. 


FisHiNO  nowadays  is  such  a  fine  art  that  there 
is  little  new  or  unknown  which  can  be  written 
about  it.  The  following  experience,  however, 
seems  to  me  to  be  so  unique,  and  at  the  same  time 
such  a  cute  method  of  outwitting  the  finny  tribe, 
that  I  send  you  an  account  of  the  fishing  in  the 
hope  it  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers. 

The  scene  was  laid  in  Burma,  and  the  methods 
employed  are  eminently  characteristic  of  the 
Burman  and  his  indolent  ways. 

We,  i.e.,  a  party  of  three,  had  gone  off  some 
two  miles  inland  from  the  River  Irrawaddy  to 
look  up  a  small  jheel,  and  see  if  we  could  get  a  few 
ducks  for  the  benefit  of  our  larder.  Arrived  at 
the  jheel,  we  found  a  fairly  deep  piece  of  water, 
surrounded  by  thick  jungle  and  khine  grass,  with- 
out a  single  duck  or  teal  to  be  seen  on  it,  and  on 
inquiry  from  some  fishermen  who  had  a  small 
encampment  on  the  borders  we  were  told  that 
there  were  none  there,  the  water  being  evidently 
too  deep  to  afford  the  requisite  feeding  for  them. 
Having  come  so  far  we  were,  however,  not  to  be 
discouraged,  so  after  a  deal  of  persuasion  we  got 
three  boats  and  a  fisherman  each,  and  proceeded 
to  explore  the  sides  of  the  lake.  The  boats  were 
of  the  ordinary  dug-out  type,  rather  larger,  per- 
haps, than  usual,  and  at  first  we  took  little  notice 
of  the  peculiar  fittings  rigged  up  in  each  of  them ; 


have  done,  but  proceeded  to  leap  over  the  white 
surfaces  of  the  inclined  "  doors,"  and,  of  coarse, 
landed  in  the  boats,  those  which  had  taken  a  big 
enough  jump  to  clear  the  boat  being  caught  by 
the  net  walls  on  the  other  gunwhale. 

It  was  most  surprising.    In  a  short  half-hour 
the  whole  floor  of  the  canoes  were  covered,  and 
sitting  in  the  centre  as  I  was  the  fish  simply 
showered  on  me,  and  pockets  and  cartridge  bag; 
could  have  been  filled  where  I  sat  by  the  simpledi 
method  of  opening  them.   The  fish  were  nearln 
all  small,  like  sardines,  and  very  good  eating,  aa 
we  proved  next  morning,  but  occasionally  a  largn 
one  got  trapped  and  came  flapping  in,  and  thaw 
were  six  in  my  boat  when  I  got  back  about  ^Ib. 
each.   And  I  was  not  sorry  to  get  back,  for  at  the 
rate  they  came  in  the  boat,  which  had  about  2in. 
of  freeboard,  would  soon  have  been  unpleasantly 
loaded.   Such  was  the  result  of  about  half  an 
hour's  fishing,  as  understood  by  the  wily  Burman. 
He  simply  stands  and  poles  the  boat  along,  and 
the  fish  jump  in — simplicity  itself.   I  would, 
fancy  him  smiling  at  the  results  obtained  by  a  fljn 
fisherman  at  home  in  the  same  short  time.  ^ 

Afterwards  we  saw  the  women  folk  chopping  un 
the  evening's  catch  into  small  pieces,  and  making^ 
a  sort  of  bundle  of  them,  inclosed  in  lengths  of 
coarse  grass,  and  for  each  of  which  they  said  they 
got  eight  annas.  But  the  evening  air  (just  about 
there)  was  a  bit  heavy  and  scent  laden,  so  we  left 
quickly,  having  seen  one  of  the  most  ingenious 
fishing  dodges  ever  invented,  and  not  wanting  to 


better  than  follow  Mr.  Cook's  advice,  and  in- 
vestigate the  subject  he  had  touched  upon — why 
salmon  do  not  feed  in  the  sea — by  appointing  him 
(Mr.  Cook)  as  a  sub-committee  to  find  out.  He 
thanked  them  for  the  kind  reception  which  had 
been  accorded  him,  adding  that  the  B.S.A.S.  were 
the  best  of  hosts,  and  the  dinner  one  of  the  most 
convivial  entertainments  it  had  ever  been  his 
pleasure  and  privilege  to  attend.  He  was  an 
angler  at  heart  and  an  angler  by  inclination,  and 
nothing  delighted  him  more  than  to  come  amongst 
anglers.  Angling  was  the  best  of  sports,  anglers 
were  all  good  fellows,  and  an  angling  dinner  was 
one  of  the  most  entertaining  events  one  could 
be  present  at.    (Applause  ) 

The  remaining  toast  was  that  of  "  The  Vice- 
chairman,"  proposed  by  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle, 
and  replied  to  by  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towsa. 

During  the  evening  a  capital  musical  pro- 
gramme was  presented  by  the  following  artistes  ■ 
Miss  Alma  Jones.  Messrs.  Hugo  Hundt  (violin), 
Albert  Pearce,  Wallis  Arthur,  Robert  Radford, 
and  Mel.  B.  Spurr,  Mr.  Willie  Wright  acting  as 
an  able  accompanist. 


THE  FISHING  TACKLE  TRADES' 
DINNER. 

This  very  succemful  dinner  was  held  at  the 
HoUx)m  ReBtanrant(Oordon  Room)  on  Thnrsdny 
fcvening,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Aloook,  of  Reddiioh.  We  shall  have  a  full 
report  nett  week. 


A  Novel  Evening's  Pishing  in  Burma. 

the  fisherman  poled  them  along,  the  water  being 
about  8ft.  or  10  ft.  deep.  After  a  short  while,  we 
found  that  there  was  really  nothing  to  shoot,  and 
it  was  then  that  we  turned  our  attention  to  the 
fishing,  and  asked  the  boatmen  how  they  caught 
their  fish.  The  boats  were  about  20ft.  in  length, 
and  each  end  was  stiffened  with  some  mud  or  sand 
ballast.  On  one  side,  nearly  the  full  length  of  the 
boat,  was  a  net  stretched  on  a  framework  of 
bamboos,  and  this  stood  up  at  right  angles,  or 
nearly  so,  to  the  water.  On  the  opposite  side 
was  another  framework  of  bamboos,  with  thin 
strips  of  boarding  fastened  closely  to  it,  the  whole 
framework  and  covering  looking  like  a  huge  door 
floating  alongside. 

The  upper  surface  of  the  door  was  whitewashed, 
and  the  whole  was  so  arranged  that  it  could  be 
inclined  from  the  gunwale  of  the  boat  to  a  point 
about  3ft.  under  water,  or  raised  to  float  on  the 
surface.  This,  then,  was  their  stock-in-trade,  but 
how  it  was  to  be  used  to  catch  fish  we  could  not 
imagine.  But  we  were  soon  to  see.  At  our 
request  two  of  the  boats  arranged  themselves 
abreast,  with  their  "  doors  "  lowered  or  inclined 
downwards,  towards  each  other,  forming  V  in  the 
water,  and  the  boats  were  kept  just  far  enough 
apart  to  allow  the  lower  edges  of  the  "  doors  "  to 
be  about  touching. 

In  this  position  they  poled  them  along  in  about 
6ft.  of  water,  and  very  soon  we  had  a  shoal  of 
small  fry  boxed  up  between  the  boats.  When 
this  was  the  case,  the  fish  never  seemed  to.  try  and 
eiiba^)ft  at  each  end  of  the  trap,  which  th«y  might 


gain  any  further  information  as  to  how  the  fish 
are  turned  into  that  evil  smelling  Burmese 
delicacy  called  Bala-choung  or  Nappee. 

R.  F.  J.  Wilson  (Lieut.  R.I.M.). 


THE  SOCIETY  OF  EXPERIMENTAL- 
FISH  CULTURE. 


The  aquaria  and  hatching  and  rearing  boxes 
at  the  Crystal  Palace  are  now  very  well  stocked. 
The  young  fry  are  doing  well,  and  the  mature 
fish  and  yearlings  are  in  capital  condition. 

A  lai-ge  consignment  of  May  Fly  larvro  and  the 
larvae  of  numerous  other  water  flies,  caddis 
mollusca,  mussels,  snails,  shrimps,  &c.,  arrived  on 
Wednesday,  the  gift  of  Mr.  Gray,  Hyde  End 
Fishery,  Brimpton. 

Pending  the  completion  of  the  arrangements  r 
the  summer's  experiments,  the  hatchery,  rearing 
boxes,  &c.,  are  at  the  disposal,  for  experimentiu 
work,  of  those  members  who  have  paid  their 
subscription,  such  experiments  to  be  subject  to 
the  standing  arrangements  of  the  Natural 
History  Department  at  the  Crystal  Palace. 

Edgar  S.  Shbubsole,  Curator. 


OHiRNTAii  Books  formerly  lisned  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
publiahed  by  Sampaon  Low,  MarRton  and  Oo.,  Limited,  St. 
DunHtan's  Bouae,  Fotter-lnne,  London.  Publishers  to  the  India 
Ofllce.— A  Oataloouis  of  these  Text  Books,  Olass  BdoIu,  Hit- 
tortea,  and  fndran  Qovermnent  PubUoattout  oan  b«  Hd  on 
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BURBERRYS'  WEATHERPROOFS. 

GABARD[NE 
COMBINATIONS  (Patent) 

Proof 


s  RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 
I  HOT  and  COLD  WINDS, 
^  THORNS,  and  FISH-HOOKS. 


It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  inighly  of  the  advantages 
of  GABARDINE,  its  weatherproof  Qualities  are  incon- 
testable; it  will  keep  out  drenching  and  continuous  rain 
without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  being  as 
porous  to  the  exhalations  of  the  body  as  ordinary  cloth, 
so  that  it  may  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest,  wet  or 
fine  weather  with  equal  comfort. 


THE  BUBBESST  SUIT. 

Gabardine  or  Rainproof  Tsveeds. 
Coat.  63  -  Breeches,  42,'- 


The  "  BURBERRY  "  Coat. 

Embodies  all  essentials  for  Freeness  in 
action  and  convenience,  with  a  smart  and 
workmanlike  appearance. 

The  balance  is  perfect,  the  weight 
bein^  evesly  distributed  between  the 
anatomical  parts  of  a  man  adapted  for 
weight-carrying.  The  shoulders  and  arms 
are  relieved  of  all  strain,  and  expand- 
ing pleats  at  back  and  front  add  inches 
to  the  width  when  '■  opening  out "  the 
shoulders. 


The  SLIP-ON 

Is  an  example  of  skill  in  designing 
freedom  an  overcoat. 

Can  be  worn  in  roughest  weather,  afford- 
ing protection  for  hours  in  continuou.s 
downpours  of  rain. 

It  is  the  only  overcoat  which  gives 
absolutely  free  play  to  the  arms. 

Protects  the  knees,  when  seated,  like  a 
rug. 

Rolls  into  very  small  compass,  and  is 
very  light  and  con\  enient  for  carrying. 


THE  SI.IF-Oir. 

Gabardine  Combine,  63/- 
Rainproof  Coatings,  63,'-  &  84/- 


BURBERRYS, 


30,    Haymarket,  LONDON, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY,! 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

GEND    FOR    PRICE  LIST 

or 

OYA,  FRY,  YEARLING,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLD  FARIO, 
LEYENENSIS,  QUDEUS,  &G. 

TO 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO.,  STIRLINQ,  N.B. 


THE  RIVER  DEE  FISHERY,  CORWEN,  NORTH  WALES 

FISHIISTG-  ASSOCIATION. 

Water  strictly  preserved  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  the  length  of  bank  ia 
upwards  of  12  miles.    For  Angling  only. 

Tickets. — Open  to  Auglers  for  Trout,  Grayling.  Pike,  Perch,  and  Eels,  but  not  Salmon  or  Sea 
Trout:  Season,  £1  Is. ;  Weekly,  (is. ;  Day,  Is.  fid.  No  weekly  or  day  tickets  are  iE3ued  to  Profes- 
sional Fishermen,  whether  residing  in  C'orwen  or  not. 

For  Anglers  residing  or  staying  within  three  miles  of  the  town  of  Corwen  for  Salmon,  Sea  Trout, 
Trout,  Grayling,  Pike,  Perch,  and  Eels  :  Season,  £2 ;  Weekly,  123.  6d. ;  Day.  .53.  ■ 

N.B. — The  following  licences  (issued  by  the  Board  of  Dee  Conservators)  are  required  by  Anglers 
for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  in  addition  to  the  tickets  supplied  by  the  Corwen  Fishing  Association  :'— 
Season  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Licence,  CI :  Weekly  ditto.  10s. ;  Day  ditto,  5s.  No  Salmon  Tickets 
are  issued  to  Professional  Fishermen,  whether  residing  in  Corwen  or  not.  , 

Ticket  Stations. — Fishing  Tickets  may  be  had  from  the  following  per.sons :  Corwen — Jtr. 
.John  Koberts,  Owen  Glyndwr  Hotel;  Mr.  W.  J.  Stansfield,  Meirion  House.  Carrog— Mr.  Wilc'oi, 
Grouse  Hotel;  Mr.  Roberts,  Post  Ofliee  ;  Mr.  Morris,  Station  Master.  Cynwyd — Mr.  Jones,  Lion 
nn ;  Mr.  Davies.  Prince  of  Wales  Inn ;  Mrs.  Edwards,  Post  Office. 

For  further  particulars  apply  W.  J.  Stansfleld,  Corwen,  North  Wales. 
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Occasional  Notes. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

Messrs.  Charles  Farlow  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  of 
191,  Strand,  London,  have  sent  me  their  Illus- 
irated  Catalogue  and  Price  List  for  1900,  size 
3iin.  by  oin.,  with  more  than  150  pages  not 
merely  of  advertisements,  but  with  very  useful 
practical  information  interspersed  with  it.  Among 
the  new  things  in  it  that  which  I  think  is  most 
likely  to  be  generally  popular  is 
Farlow's  "  Excelsior  "  Line  Preservative, 
respecting  which  Messrs.  Far  low  say  :  "  The  Oils, 
&c.,  in  this  composition  are  absolutely  the  same 
as  used  in  the  dressing  of  our  well-known  "  Soft 
Dressed  Lines " ;  it  gives  a  nice  even  smooth 
surface  when  well  rubbed  in,  and  certainly  pre- 
serves the  line  for  years.  We  have  the  sole  right 
to  this  invaluable  preparation,  and  every  angler 
should  have  a  box  in  his  outfit.  The  preparation 
is  also  useful  for  all  kinds  of  waterproof  lines ;  in 
fact,  considerably  improves  them. 

Directions  for  Use. — Thoroughly  dry  the 
line,  place  a  little  "  Excelsior "  Preservative  on 
the  leather,  and  icell  ruh  the  line.   Do  not  leave 


Messrs.  Farlow  have  supplied  a  great  many  of 
these  rods  for  Colonial  fishing,  and  they  are 
universally  liked  where  gentlemen  do  not  care  to 
carry  more  than  one  rod,  and  yet  must  spin,  &c., 
for  the  larger  fish ;  they  are  specially  built  for 
this  work,  and  are  capable  of  killing  heavy  fish. 

Another  good  thing,  though  not,  perhaps,  quite 
recent,  is  the  "  Hawksley  "  Fly  Tying  Vice.  The 
advantages  of  this  improved  vice  are  the  saving 
of  labour  in  having  only  to  slide  the  collar  up  or 
down  the  wedge  to  release  the  hook  from  or 
secure  it  in  the  jaws,  as  compared  with  screwing 
or  unscrewing  of  the  fly  nut  in  the  old  form  of 
vice ;  secondly,  that  the  hook  being  affixed  to  the 
extreme  right  of  the  jaws,  the  jaws  being  inclined 
to  the  right,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  vertical 
stem  also  inclined  to  the  right,  the  operator's 
fingers  are  not  hampered  by  the  head,  stem,  or 
fly  nut,  as  in  the  old-fashioned  vice. 

Farlow's  Curved  Pointed  Fly  Tying  Scissors 
are  also  not  quite  new,  but  it  may  be  useful  to 
make  them  known  to  young  hands  at  fly  dressing. 
Some  people  may  not  know  that  with  nail  scissors 
curved  like  this  you  can  cut  the  nails  of  both 
hands.  Another  novelty  which  I  fancy  I  have 
seen  before  is  Col.  R.  G.  Smyth's  Triple  Spoon, 
made  in  three  sizes. 
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any  on  the  surface,  but  work  it  in  by  continuous 
friction. 


As  the  price  of  the  preservative  is  only  Is.  2d. 
post  free,  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  will  be  a  very 
large  demand  for  it.  I  have  so  often  been  asked 
to  recommend  a  really  good  line  dressing  which 
can  be  applied  by  an  angler  to  an  old,  but  still 
sound  line,  that  1  am  very  glad  indeed  to  find 
Messrs.  Farlow  are  endeavouring  to  fill  the  want, 
and,  as  I  know  how  careful  they  are  before  they 
put  their  imprint  on  an  article,  I  am  sure  it  is  all 
they  claim  it  to  be.  It  will  be  noticed  that  they 
do  not  claim  that  it  will  make  an  old  line  equal  to 
new.    It  is  clean  and  pleasant  to  use. 

Farlow's  "  Special  Colonial  Rod  "  is  made  to 
meet  another  long- felt  want,  viz. — a  rod  suitable 
for  taking  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth. 
It  is  a  four-piece  TJft.  and  14ft.  greenheart  fly 
and  spinning  rod  combined,  each  rod  with  two 
flv  tops,  two  spinning  tops,  and  top  case,  with 

Imosphor  bronze  revolving  end  rings  and  phosphor 
>ronze  revolving  ring  on  rjutt,  convertible  from  a 
fiy  rod  into  a  spinning  rod.  By  taking  away  the 
small  joint  and  fly  top,  and  substituting  a  stitF  top 
to  fit  in  the  large  joint,  will  make  the  13ft.  rod 
about  10ft.,  aA  excellent  rod  for  bait  and  spinning; 
and  the  same  to  a  lift,  rod  will  make  a  10ft.  Gin. 
for  bait  and  Bpinnisg. 


Farlow"s  Mosquito  and  Gnat  Proof 
Lotion. 

This  lotion  has  been  used  in  Norway  and  the 
Colonies,  and  has  been  found  thoroughly  effective 
in  preventing  the  attacks  of  mosquitos  and  gnats. 
Each  bottle  has  a  screw  top,  which  cannot  be 
lost,  but  can  be  unscrewed  without  detaching  and 
the  lotion  jerked  out.  Is.  per  bottle ;  postage 
2d.  extra. 

Capt.  Michae'  Hughes  writes  : — Would  you  kindly  send 
me  at  once  six  bottles  of  your  "  Mosquito  Proof  Lotion  "  ; 
it  is  grand  stuff,  and  makes  all  the  difference  when  fishing 
between  comfort  in  the  one  case,  and  misery  in  the  other, 
BO  numerous  and  persistent  are  the  insects  in  this  district. 

Verdalen,  Norway,  July,  1899. 

The  Spoon  is  still  deservedly  one  of  the 
favourite  spinning  baits,  and  Messrs.  Farlow's 
sizes  of  "  Spoons  "  in  inches  will  be  found  a  great 
convenience  in  ordering.  There  are  many  other 
things  in  Messrs.  Farlow's  Catalogue  well  worth 
notice,  and  I  hope  to  refer  to  them  later  on. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


Amkrioan  Books. — A  catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  lan  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fntter-lane,  London. 

FOKKIGN  BOOKS  AND  PbRIODIOALK.— MoBBrB.  SampBon  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  Uouso,  Fotter-lano,  London, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.  Fast 
train  consignments  from  tbeir  Continental  agents  twice  a  waek. 
Catalogue  gratia. 


XYLONITE  OR  CELLULOID  FOR 
FLY  MAKING. 


Some  time  ago  it  struck  me  that  xylonite 
would  prove  an  admirable  material  for  the  bodies 
of  all  kinds  of  artificial  salmon,  sea  trout,  and 
trout  and  grayling  flies.  I  made  a  few  flies  with 
it,  and  found  it  answered  admirably. 

Here  are  some  of  the  advantages  which  I  think 
will  give  it  a  high  place  in  the  estimation  of  fly 
dressers  in  future : 

1.  Xylonite  or  celluloid  is  made  in  very  thin 

sheets,  and  of  every  imaginable  colour  and 
shade;  the  colour  is  added  when  the 
material  is  in  a  liquid  state,  so  that  it  is 
not  merely  a  surface  tint  but  through  and 
through  alike,  and  so  quite  permanent, 
and  opaque  or  transparent  as  you  wish. 

2.  The  sheets  are  very  tough  and  yet  pliable, 

and  not  affected  by  wet;  so  that  in 
making  a  fly  with  a  body  of  this  material 
you  do  not  have  to  consider  how  it  will 
look  when  wet,  as  you  do  when  using  silk, 
or  dyed  fur,  wool,  &c. 

3.  You  can  cut  it  into  thin  strips  like  quill,  and 

wind  it  on  in  the  same  way  to  form  the 
body  of  small  flies ;  or  you  can  cut  wider 
strips  and  use  it  in  the  same  way ;  or  you 
can  wrap  a  bit  round  the  hook  (and  over 
some  coloured  foundation)  like  a  cigarette 
wrapper  is  put  on. 

4.  It  makes  an  admirable  substitute  for  fish 

scales  for  wings  for  midges,  stone  flies,  &c., 
and  also  for  the  red,  crimson,  or  other  tags 
used  on  many  flies. 

5.  Its  specific  gravity  being  but  slightly  heavier 

than  water,  it  floats  well  and  dries  quickly, 
as  it  does  not  absorb  water  as  silk  and 
wool  do. 

Having  proved  from  actual  experiment  that 
flies  dressed  with  this  material  wiU  kill  well,  I  got 
Mrs.  John  R.  Richardson,  of  Bridge  House, 
Kingston-on-Thames  (who  for  many  years  has 
made  for  me  excellent  flies  with  dyed  gut  bodies), 
to  dress  a  variety  of  patterns  for  me  last  spring 
with  celluloid  strips  wound  on  spii-ally  for 
bodies.  The  sheets  of  celluloid  or  xylonite 
can  be  had  as  thin  as  thin  paper,  and  any  thick- 
ness you  like.  There  is  practically  no  limit  to  the 
variety  of  colour  and  shades  of  colour  in  which 
the  material  can  be  made,  and  as  it  is  quite  as 
ti-ansparent  as  the  body  of  a  natural  dun  it  seems 
to  me  that  Mr.  Smurthwaite  may  find  it  very 
useful,  for  a  quill  body  is  more  or  less  opaque. 

The  celluloid  makes  a  very  neat  body,  especially 
if  you  take  the  trouble  to  file  or  sandpaper  the 
edges  after  cutting  a  strip,  just  as  you  do  after 
cutting  your  nails,  to  take  the  edge  off.  The  ends, 
which  are  tied  down,  can  be  cut  to  a  blunt  point 
and  shaved  thinner  than  the  rest  of  the  strip  for 
the  sake  of  neatness. 

Mrs.  Richardson  told  me  she  had  no  difiiculty 
in  working  with  the  celluloid,  and  that  she 
thought  very  highly  of  it. 

We  get  a  big  dark  dun  with  a  body  like  red 
Burgundy  on  the  Itchen  at  times  (though  not 
nearly  so  often  as  in  former  years),  and  I  find  a 
celluloid  body  of  a  rich  "Beaune"  colour,  with 
dark  starling  or  moorhen  wing,  and  one  dark 
olive  hackle  put  on  at  shoulder,  dark  blue 
whisks,  dressed  on  a  No.  1  eyed  hook,  kills  well 
as  an  imitation ;  dressed  on  000  and  00  it  makes 
a  good  Iron  Blue,  as  the  purple  keeps  purple 
when  oiled  and  in  the  water,  and  does  not  go 
black  like  purple  silk,  &c.,  does  in  the  Iron  Blue 
of  commerce. 

Although  I  do  not  yet  go  quite  so  far  as  Mr. 
Smurthwaite  does  as  regards  the  importance  of 
matching  the  faintest  differences  in  shades  of 
colour  of  body,  I  have  always  been  a  believer  in 
matching  the  general  colour  of  the  taking  fly  in  a 
general  way. 

The  perfectly  transparent,  glass-like,  very  thin 
celluloid  will  be  found  very  useful  as  a  covering 
and  protection  for  bodies  covered  with  gold  ana 
silver  leaf,  both  flies  and  minnows. 

  R.  B.  Marsto*. 

[At  the  suggestion  of  several  friends,  who  have 
seen  the  flies  dressed  with  the  new  material,  it 
has  been  provisionally  protected  by  the  Patent 
Office.— R.  B.  M.] 
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FISHING  GAZEHE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  fo;-  this  fund— the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Oazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


TWENTY-FIRST  LIST. 

From  Mr.  Ramsbottom's  Fishing  Game  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster 

(second  iostalment)  

From  Radnorshire  Anglers  (per  Mr.  F.  N.  Humphreys,  Llandrindod  Wells)  : 

Rev.  W.  L.  Davies,  Is.;  E.  J.  G.,  Is.;  J.  L.,  Is.;  Small  sums,  fd. ; 

.S^lf,  Is.  31  

The  Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society  :  Collected  at  a  Smoking  Concert  in  aid  of 

this  fund  (per  Mr.  R.  Ghurney,  Eeo.)  

Mr.  C.  H,  By  waters   

The  Serapis  Angling  Society  :  Collected  at  a  Concert,  held  on  March  13,  in  aid  of 

this  fund  (per  Mr.  H.  GaSee,  sec.)   

"E.  E.  H."   

Mr,  H.  C.  Milman  

The  Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society :  Amount  from  Collecting  Box  for  the 

F.  G.  Tobacco  Fund  (per  Mr.  G.  Barrow,  hon.  sec  )   


d. 

8 


0   5  0 


0 


Amonnt  from  twentieth  list  . . . 

Total   

Other  donations  promised  but  not  yet  to  hand. 


2  13  0 

0   5  0 

0   2  4 

0  10  0 

8  10  4J 

229   3  11 

237  14  34 


THE  ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON 
SALMON. 


In  the  multitude  of  councillors  there  is  wisdom , 
and  no  doubt  the  Royal  Commissioners  will  be 
deluded  with  no  end  of  advice  as  to  the  "  causes 
affecting  the  yield  of  the  salmon  fisheries  in 
England,  Wales,  and  Scotland,"'  which  is  the  chief 
end  of  their  creation.  That  as  many  remedies  for 
these  evils  will  also  be  forthcoming,  as  numerous 
as  the  sand  on  the  seashore  or  the  stars  in  the 
heavens,  goes  without  saying,  and,  of  course,  as 
efficacious  as  sweeping  the  ocean  with  the  pro- 
verbial broom.  However,  the  commissioners  will 
know  how  to  deal  with  the  deluge  that  will  be 
upon  them.  They  are  a  body  of  sensible 
men,  and  when  once  they  have  gardenered  their 
stores  of  information  in  their  progress  from 
John  o'  Groats  to  Land's  End,  or,  rather, 
from  Land's  End  to  John  o'  Groats,  they 
will  then  set  about  and  divide  the  wheat  from  the 
chaff,  and  so  verify  the  proverb  anew,  that  out  of 
the  multitude  of  councillorsithere  is  wisdom  ;  and, 
if  that  wisdom,  when  ripened,  yields  in  ten  years 
hence  ten  fish  for  one  we  have  to-day  swimming 
in  these  many  miles  of  barren  waters,  then  the 
end  of  the  commission  will  have  been  fully 
justified.  But  we  do  not  wish  it  to  be  thought 
for  one  moment  that  we  are  dealing  with  this 
subject  in  any  flippant  manner.  Rather  the 
opposite,  and  so,  in  all  seriousness,  let  us  proceed 
to  offer  some  humble  suggestions  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  commissioners,  and  those  who 
would  counsel  them  with  their  opinions  upon  the 
same. 

The  scope  of  the  commission  is  a  wide  one,  and 
in  its  inquiries  it  will  not  only  consider  the 
operation  and  influence  of  the  present  method  of 
fishing,  and  the  extent  to  which  fish  have  access  to 
the  upper  reaches  of  rivers,  but  it  will  take  into 
consideration  all  matters  relating  to  the  protection 
of  spawning  fish  and  fry,  and  the  cultivation  and 
protection  of  stock. 

This  is  an  outline  of  its  work  in  general,  and 
that  it  is  no  cut  and  dried  concern  goes  without 
saying.  There  is  abundant  groundwork  for  the 
welcoming  of  all  shades  of  opinion  and  experience, 
scientific,  practical,  and  experimentary.  Whatever 
points  may  be  dealt  with  by  the  commissioners, 
there  are  one  or  two  more  important  than  the 


'  others,  which  must  command  their  special  atten- 
tion, and  of  these  probably  the  questions  dealing 
with  artificial  propagation  and  over-netting  come 
to  the  front. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  a  Royal  Commission 
to  determine  or  not  whether  these  questions  are 
of  paramount  importance.  They  form  the  crux 
of  the  whole  matter.  There  may  be  minor  points 
affecting  the  yield  of  salmon,  and  so  reducing  the 
supply.  There  may  be  local  influences,  which 
affect  particular  localities  for  the  time  being, 
such  as  the  withdrawal  of  too  much  water  from 
the  Don,  the  pollution  of  the  Spey  and  Leven,  the 
silting  up  of  the  Deveron ;  but  these  are  nothing 
in  themselves  compared  with  the  continual  war 
waged  night  and  day  with  every  tide  and  every 
pos3ible  human  and  inhuman  device  and  means 
of  extirpation  by  the  commercial  netter  in  his 
greed  for  gain  against  Sahno  salav  and  all  his 
species.  When  one  thinks  of  the  miles  and 
miles  of  coast  around  these  islands,  where 
in  every  creek  and  bay,  and  also  far  out 
to  sea,  lies'  hidden  the  deadly  trap  and 
fatal  mesh,  when  one  sees  the  ruthless  bag 
sweep  every  yard  of  the  narrowed  channel  paved 
and  concreted  and  levelled  up  for  the  purpose, 
when  one  sees  men  sitting  on  ladders  watching 
with  a  telescope  for  the  ascending  fish,  when  one 
thinks  of  the  engines,  legal  and  illegal,  often 
employed  by  the  hand  of  man  to  despoil  the  royal 
voyager  on  his  passage  from  the  main  to  the 
happy  hunting  grounds  of  his  youth,  there  to 
perpetuate  and  obey  the  divine  law  after  his  kind, 
then  the  one  great  solitary  wonder  is  that  a 
single  salmon  escapes  at  all.  If  the  stock  of 
brood  fish  can  support  this  heavy  seasonal  inroad 
by  the  commercial  netter,  then  well  and  good; 
but  if  a  sufiicient  margin  be  not  left  for  stocking 
purposes,  then  "  the  causes,"  or  rather,  cause, 
"  affecting  the  yield  of  salmon  are  not  far  to 
seek." 

There  is  a  net  at  the  mouth  of  the  Aberdeen, 
shire  Dee,  and  there  may  also  be  others  like  it 
elsewhere,  belonging  to  the  Aberdeen  Harbour 
Commissioners'  Fisheries,  which  affords  a  unique 
and  standing  example  of  this  ruthless,  uneven 
dealing;  and  which  may  serve  to  illustrate  the 
iniquity,  the  injustice  of  the  commercial  salmon 
slayer  when  he  gets  the  chance,  better  than 
anything  else  that  we  know  of.  In  this  one 
net  some  .3000  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout 


are  annually  trapped,  two-thirds  of  which  should 
at  least  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  tidal  hunters  with 
the  drag  and  spy-glass,  and  all  the  rest  of  it,  and 
go  to  the  stock  of  the  river  either  for  sport  or 

Propagation  purposes.  Why  ?  Firstly,  this  net 
as  no  locuH  dandi ;  and  secondly,  it  is  illegally 
fished.  The  net  in  question  is  of  the  genus  called 
a  "  horse"  net — i  e.,  a  net  swung  by  chains  from 
the  sea  shore.  But  it  is  not  a  sea  net  nor  in  the 
sea,  but  in  the  estuary,  and  at  the  very  mouth  of 
the  river.  When  it  was  first  put  down  it  then 
conformed  to  the  legal  order,  that  the  nearest  sea 
net  must  be  400yds.  at  least  from  a  point  between 
the  right  and  left  extremities  of  the  estuary,  and 
then  it  was  all  right,  and  the  fish  got  in  it  were 
legally  trapped,  but  in  1872  the  two  extremities 
were  removed  some  lOOyds.  seawards  hj  means  of 
concrete  piers,  for  the  purpose  of  deepening  the 
channel,  but  the  net  remained,  and  there  it  is  now 
with  the  newly  (1872)  erected  breakwater  acting 
as  a  natural  leader.  Nor  ia  this  all.  When  other 
leaders  are  up  during  the  Sunday's  slap  this  trap, 
or  bag,  is  so  arranged  that  the  concrete  pier  leads 
the  fish  right  into  it,  and  their  catch  on  Monday 
morning  is  purely  a  matter  of  wholesale  plunder. 
It  is  an  aggravation  of  the  matter  to  say  that  the 
legal  leaders  ai-e  all  up  from  Saturday  night  to 
Monday  morning.  They  need  never  be  down,  as 
far  as  that  is  concerned,  and  the  same  quantity  of 
fish  would  be  got  were  there  no  leaders  at  all,  as 
the  concrete  wall  most  efiiciently  takes  their 
place. 

Now  this  net  is  owned  by  a  corporation,  and, 
accordingly,  it  would  be  no  hardship  to  them  to 
remove  their  net  and  conform  to  the  spirit  of  the 
law.  It  might  be  called  putting  on  the  screw,  and 
pinching  a  poor  man,  who  made  his  living  by  a 
chance  of  fortune  such  as  this  concrete  pier  has 
brought  to  this  net ;  but  there  can  be  no  such 
liberal  views  entertained  for  a  moment  towards  a 
wealthy  harbour  board  owning  £40,000  worth  of 
salmon  fisheries.  In  former  times  some  200  fish 
was  a  grand  season's  catch  from  the  "  horse,"  but 
now  there  are  loud  wails  when  the  returns  are 
much  under  3000. 

This  is  how  the  yield  of  salmon  has  gone  down. 
One  net  alone  since  1872,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Aberdeenshire  Dee,  where  salmon  are  more 
plentiful  than  anywhere  else  in  Scotland  for  its 
size,  has  made  an  inroad  on  the  brood  fish  of  the 
river  to  the  tune  of  2800  fish  for  twenty-eight 
successive  seasons,  at  12s.  a  fish,  and  equal  to  a 
gross  money  value  of  €47,040 !  Thus  much  for 
over-netting  by  the  "  horse  "  system.       G.  M. 


SEA  FISHERIES  BILL. 


A  PKINT  of  the  Sea  Fisheries  Bill,  which  was 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  some  ten 
days  ago  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
has  now  been  issued.  The  object  of  Mr.  Ritchie's 
bill  is  to  amend  the  Acts  of  Parliament  relating 
to  sea  fisheries  by  prohibiting  the  sale  or 
possession  of  certain  flat  fish  below  a  specified 
size. 

The  intention  of  the  Bill  is  clearly  set  forth  in 
Clause  1  (1),  which  reads  as  follows  : — 

1.  (1)  No  person  shall  import,  export,  buy,  sell, 
expose  for  sale,  consign  for  sale,  or  have  in  his 
possession  for  sale — 

(a)  Any  sole  or  plaice  not  exceeding  Sin.  in 
length ;  or 

(//)  Any  turbot  or  brill  not  exceeding  lOin.  in 
length. 

Clause  2  states  that  the  expression  "sole  ' 
shall  not  include  lemon  sole.  Any  person  who 
contravenes  the  provisions  of  Clause  I  (1) 
shall  be  liable  on  summary  conviction  to 
a  fine  not  exceeding  £2  for  the  first  oft'ence 
and  £10  for  any  subsequent  offence  and  to 
forfeit  the  fish.  Innocent  agents  are,  however, 
exempted  from  the  above-named  penalties. 
Clause  I  (3)  states  that  "  Provided  that  where  fish 
in  a  closed  box  or  other  receptacle  are  sold  by  any 
person  on  behalf  of  another  person,  and  with  a 
certificate  in  writing  signed  by,  or  on  behalf  of 
the  latter  person,  that  the  receptacle  does  not 
contain  any  fish  the  sale  of  which  is  prohibited  by 
this  section,  the  first -mentioned  person  shall  not 
be  liable  to  any  penalty  under  this  section." 

A  marginal  note  to  Clause  I  (1)  draws  attention 
to  Section  8  of  40  and  41  Yict.  c.  42,  The 
Fisheries  (Oysters,  Crabs,  and  Lobsters)  Act, 
1877,  which  provides  that  a  person  shall  not  take, 
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hare  in  his  possession,  sell,  expose  for  sale, 
consign  for  sale,  or  buy  for  sale,  inter  alia,  any 
edible  crab  which  measures  less  than  4fin.  across 
the  broadest  part  of  the  back — a  very  wise 
enactment,  but  one,  perhaps,  not  generally  known. 

Notices  hare  been  given  by  certain  members  to 
move  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  on  the  second 
reading,  which  has  been  deferred  to  Monday, 
April  23.   A.  H. 


SAD  DEATH  OF  A  WELL-KNOWN 
AMERICAN  FISHING  TACKLE 
MANUFACTURER. 


"Feed  D.  Divine,  widely  known  as  a  manu- 
facturer of  fishing  tackle,  and  especially  as  the 
inventor  of  the  Divine  trout  rod,  died  on  Satur- 
day last  at  his  home  in  Utica,  N.Y.,  as  the  result 
of  injuries  received  the  day  before  in  his  factory. 
There  had  been  a  fire  in  the  factory  the  day 
previous,  and  while  Mr.  Divine  was  going  through 
the  works  the  next  morning  and  inspecting  the 
lo3s  his  clothing  caught  on  a  revolving  shaft,  and 
he  was  whirled  about  it,  receiving  injuries  from 
which  he  died  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Divine  was  a  native  of  Utica,  and  was 
nearly  forty-four  years  old.  He  had  been 
engaged  in  the  manufactui-e  of  fishing  rods  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  and  was  exceedingly  well 
known  to  all  the  trade,  and  to  a  very  large 
number  of  sportsmen.  His  travels  in  connection 
with  the  business  made  him  nearly  as  well  known 
in  the  West  as  in  the  East.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  personal  charm,  and  possessed  many 
friends. 

Mr.  Divine  was  an  enthusiastic  sportsman  and 
a  famous  angler.  In  winter  when  the  pursuit  of 
his  favourite  sport  was  impossible  he  was  devoted 
to  the  game  of  curling.  He  was  a  member  of  a 
great  number  of  societies,  and  took  a  prominent 
part  in  conducting  them." — Forest  and  Stream. 


A  NOVEMBER  DAY  ON  A  NORFOLK 
BROAD. 


Having  obtained  leave  for  a  day's  pike  fishing 
on  a  private  broad  renowned  for  its  heavy  fish, 
the  evening  of  Nov.  1  found  my  friend  J.  and  my- 
self comfortably  ensconced  in  a  smoking  com- 
partment on  the  G.E.R.,  en  route  for  Norwich, 
where  we  were  to  spend  the  night,  with  a  view  to 
an  early  start  on  the  morrow. 

We  are  up  betimes  in  the  morning,  and, 
swallowing  a  hasty  breakfast,  are  soon  in  the 
conveyance  which  is  to  take  us  to  the  water,  a 
distance  of  some  ten  miles.  It  is  fine  but  cloudy, 
and  threatens  rain  before  the  day  is  out.  How- 
ever, we  hope  for  the  best,  and,  after  leaving  the 
suburbs  of  the  town,  enjoy  the  drive  through  the 
pretty  Norfolk  lanes,  which  were  bright  with  the 
lovely  tints  of  late  autumn.  A  little  over  an  hour 
finds  us  at  the  Hall,  where  our  horse  is  put  up, 
and  a  walk  of  some  300yds.  through  the 
picturesque  grounds  brings  us  to  the  broad,  a  fine 
expanse  of  water  some  60  acres  in  extent. 

Lighting  our  pipes,  welsisurely  adjust  our  rods, 
whilst  the  keeper  is  hailed  from  the  opposite 
shore  where  he  is  conveying  rushes  in  one  of  those 
shallow  punts  peculiar  to  the  broads.  He 
responds  quickly  to  the  call,  and,  bringing  round 
a  roomy  boat,  our  rods,  bait  can,  luncheon  basket, 
\c.,  are  transferred  to  it,  and  with  a  few  words  of 
advice  as  to  the  most  likely  places  to  fish,  he 
leaves  us  to  our  own  devices. 

Selecting  a  pikey-looking  bay  close  to  the  boat- 
house,  we  soon  have  our  rods  out,  baited  with  two 
lively  roach  on  Jardine  snap  tackle,  then  sit  down 
to  await  results.  There  is  a  stiftish  breeze  from 
the    south-east,    and,    the    water   being  a 

Eerfect  colour,  our  hopes  of  sport  run 
igh  as  we  recall  the  records  of  large 
pike  taken  in  this  strictly  preserved  broad. 
Not  meeting  with  any  success,  we  presently 
change  our  position  and  drift  down  to  the  next 
bay,  and  again  the  baits  are  cast  forth,  alighting 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  reeds ;  the  roach  are 
strong  and  work  well,  but  fail  to  attract  a  fish, 
and  so  we  move  about,  trying  here  and  there  a 
likely  spot,  hut  without  a  touch.  Having  fished 
the  lower  part  carefully,  we  row  to  the  top  end  of 
the  broad  where  the  water  is  deeper,  1  sub- 
stituting a  paternoster  for  the  float  tackle  I  have 


previously  used.  So  the  morning  wears  on,  and 
we  have  now  worked  down  to  a  deep  pool  which 
the  keeper  pointed  out  to  us  as  the  place  where  a 
30-pounder  was  successfully  landed  a  year  or  two 
previously.  Still  no  luck,  and  hunger,  at  any 
rate,  on  our  part,  being  sharpened  by  the  bracing 
air,  we  decide  to  lunch,  J.  laying  down  his  rod 
and  spreading  a  most  inviting  collation  of  cold 
chicken,  sliced  ham,  cheese,  &c.  on  the  seats  of 
the  boat.  All  is  ready,  and  I  am  about  to  draw 
in  my  paternoster,  when  I  feel  an  unmistakable 
pull,  and  raising  the  point  of  my  rod  sharply  am 
fast  in  a  fish.  Thinking  it  is  only  a  small 
one,  I  attempt  strong  measures  with  him  ;  but  no, 
with  a  rush  he  takes  out  line,  and  J.  remarks, 
"  A  good  fish."  Keeping  a  tight  strain  on  him,  we 
get  a  glimpse  of  a  great  head  as  the  pike  rises 
momentarily  to  the  surface.  He  sees  us,  and, 
with  a  furious  lash  of  his  tail,  is  down  again,  and 
runs  perilously  near  the  boat.  He  clears  this 
safely,  however,  and  away  he  goes,  making  the 
reel  fairly  scream  as  he  dashes  off  at  full  speed 
for  the  reeds.  Giving  him  the  butt,  I  keep  him 
clear  of  these,  and,  turning  him  when  within  a 
yard  or  two  of  them,  gradually  work  him  back,  at 
the  same  time  handing  the  rod  to  J.,  whilst  I  screw 
on  the  gaff.  But  he  is  far  from  beaten  yet,  and, 
after  a  "  breather,"  he  commences  a  series  of 
savage  jerks,  severely  testing  the  quality  of  my 
tackle.  Finding  this  unavailing,  he  makes 
another  strong  run,  taking  out  some  30yds.  of 
line  before  J.  succeeds  in  checking  him,  and,  reel- 
ing him  in,  brings  him  within  reach  of  the  gaff. 
He  is  in  a  bad  position.  However,  I  chance  it, 
and  only  half  catching  him  as  he  turns,  it  fails  to 
hold,  and  away  he  goes.  Again  he  is  brought  up 
to  the  side,  and,  this  time  making  no  mistake,  I 
lift  him  into  the  boat.  It  has  been  a  most  exciting 
bit  of  sport  of  some  fifteen  minutes'  duration, 
and  a  gamer  pike  it  has  never  been  my  lot  to 
encounter.  Giving  him  the  coup  de  grace  and 
collecting  the  scattered  lunch,  which  has 
suffered  in  the  fray,  we  sit  down  to  enjoy  it, 
and  admire  his  goodly  proportions,  an  181b. 
fish,  and  but  for  a  little  slackness  in  the  girth, 
which  one  must  expect  at  this  time  of  year,  a 
beautifully-shaped  fish.  This  over,  we  sit 
awhile  and  smoke  the  pipe  of  contentment, 
taking  in  the  characteristic  beauty  of  the  scene 
around  us,  the  peaceful  reed-girt  broad  with  its 
bronze  and  yellow  wooded  background  making 
up  a  picture  to  be  oft  recalled  on  long  winter 
nights,  when  one  fights  one's  piscine  battles  o'er 
again.  Bird  life  is  plentiful  and  adds  interest 
to  the  day,  perhaps  most  worthy  of  mention 
being  the  crested  grebe,  and  a  pair  of  bearded 
tits,  which  flit  from  reed  to  reed  as  we  lunch, 
and  afford  us  first  glimpse  of  this  now, 
unfortunately,  rare  species.  But  it  is  time  to 
recommence  operations,  and  J.  livebaiting,  I 
spinning,  we  fish  steadily  on  for  the  remainder 
of  the  afternoon  over  many  a  likely  haunt  of 
pike,  but  without  another  run. 

The  failing  light  recalls  us  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
time  to  leave  off,  and  rowing  across  to  the  boat- 
house,  we  land,  and,  taking  down  our  rods,  bid 
adieu  to  the  tranquil  broad  and  walk  back  to  the 
trap.  The  rain,  which  has  threatened  all  day, 
now  descends  in  torrents,  and  we  are  soaked  by 
the  time  we  reach  the  hotel. 

A  change,  a  hearty  meal — which  we  are  quite 
prepared  for — then  the  fragrant  weed  and  fishing 
talk. 

So  ends  our  day,  and  if  hardly  up  to  what  we 
had  hoped  for  in  the  morning,  will  ever  remain  a 
happy  recollection  of  a  pleasant  day  on  a  Norfolk 
broad.  H.  S. H. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  R.  0.  Preston  Gardner  preeided  over  Monday's 
meeting,  when  good  reports  were  forthcoming!  of  operations 
amongst  the  trout,  the  season  both  at  Uxbridge  and 
Newbury  having  opened  on  the  Ist  inst.  Some  of  the 
members  had  visited  the  Thames,  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  getting 
three  trout,  of  341b.,  2Jlb.,  and  2ilb. ;  and  Mr.  E.  M. 
Mayes,  one  of  441b. ;  Mr.  U.  Harden  bad  one  of  21b.  lOoz. 
from  Newbury.  Half  a  dozen,  more  or  less,  of  the 
members  had  been  down  to  the  Weir  Fishery,  but  only  one 
good  trout  came  to  the  net,  a  lovely  2;i-pounder,  taken  by 
Mr.  M.  (r.  E.  de  Oonrcy.  The  same  gentleman  had  a 
brace  of  undersized  fish,  which  were  promptly  returned  to 
the  water.  The  bitterly  cold  weather  has  no  doubt  kept 
the  trout  down,  hut  there  is  every  indication  that  the 
Uxbridge  water  holds  a  good  supply  of  large  trout,  besides 
many  which  do  not  at  present  come  up  to  the  limit  of  15in. 
I'revions  to  the  closing  of  the  coarse  season  Mr.  A.  R. 
Matthews,  fishing  a  private  part  of  the  Colne,  made  a  nice 


bag  of  roach,  and  hook  3d,  landed,  and  put  back  a  hand< 
some  trout  of  over  41b  ,  which  took,  above  all  thinsrs  in 

the  world,  bread  crust.    Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson,  on  the  Test,  i 

had  small  fish,  an  i  one  of  lib.  8oz.  out  of  condition,  and  i 

was  smashed  in  a  heavy  fish.    The  cups  wi  n  daring  the  I  S 

pfst  year  will  be  prpsenttd  to  tha  winners  at  the  meeting  ■  i 

of  the  23rd  inst.,  and  the  committee  will  then  band  in  \^ 

their  report  in  re  the  renewal  of  prize  competiii  ms.  i 

M.  G.  E.  de  G.  i 


LYCHNOBITE  ANGLING  SOCIETY.  li 
On  Saturday  last,  at  the  Olde  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane,    j  | 
the  Lychnobice  Angling  Society  gave  their  first  grand  i 
concert  of  the  season.   The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  G.  H.  ! 
Howard  (Fishing  Gazette),  Mr.  A.  C.  Cannell  (President    '  < 
of  the  society)  occupying  the  vioe-chair.    Among  those  j 
present  I   e'p?cially   noticed  Mr.  G.  L.  Chesterton    j  ! 
{Morning  Advertiser) ;  Mr.  A.  Matthews  (Angler)  ;  Mr.  I 
Openshaw,  of  "Glen  Leven"  fame;  and  our  old  friend 
Mr.  Charles  Chaplais,  secretary  of  the  Blenheim  Angling  | 
Society,  whom  I  was  delighted  to  see  about  again,  and    I . 
looking  so  extremely  well.    He  was  accompanied  by    1  ■ 
several  of  his  brother  members,  including  Mr.  Parker, 
their  famous  songeter,  who  was  very  much  appreciitsd  by  ; 
the  "  Lyohnos."     There   was  a  good   attendinoe  of  ]■ 
members,  and  everything  passed  oS  in  the  most  bar-  ; 
monious  manner.    Mr.  Stanley  Marriott  and  Mr.  Simpson  j 
officiated  at  the  piano,  the  whole  being  under  the  directioni  i 
of  Mr.  Sid.  Ransom,  the  hon.  seo.  of  the  society,  most  ably  I 
assisted  by  Mr.  B.  Seabrook,  one  of  the  assistant  secretaries,  i 
Mr.  Gus.  Cannell,  as  jolly  as  ever,  opened  the  ball  with:  | 
"  Polly,"  followed  by  an  array  of  talent  that  one  seldom.  ^ 
sees.     The  Brothers   Randall,  two   extremely  clever  j 
artistes,  gave  a  couple  of  concertina  solos ;  while  that,  i 
well-known  and  droll  comedian.  Mr.  Charles  GoiUding.,  ] 
kept  his  audience  grinning  with    Very  Good  to  Me  "  and  j 
"  Ding  Dong."    He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Harry  Wicka,  i 
Mr.  George  Hilton,  Mr.  Coles,  Mr.  Charles  Morson,  Mr.  ( 
Clifford  Reid,  and  Mr.  Alf  Pedley,  all  artifttes  of  the  first  i 
water.    Mr.  G.  L.  Chesterton  (late  of  Methuen's  Horse)  ( 
very  kindly  gave  a  couple  of  cornet  solos,  a  treat  which  i 
was  very  much  appreciated.   Messrs.  Sweeney  and  Cox,  i 
in  full  war  paint,  were  very  funny  and  very  clever ;  while 
Mr.  Harry  Morris  told  us  again  of  "  Billy  Robinson,"  and 
thairinging  of  his  ' '  Wedding  Bells  ' '  wrung  tears  of  laughter 
from  the  eyes  of  his  audience.     And  then  came  the 
most  interesting  turn  of  the  evening  in  the  person  of 
Professor  Cross,  the  celebrated  phrenologist.  Choosing 
for  his  subjects   "Dragnet"   and  Mr.  R.  Seabrook 
(of   the   Lychnobites),   he   hauled   the   pair    on  to 
the  platform.     The  two  innocents  were  plased  upon  j 
chairs,   where  Mr.  Seabrook  contented  himself  with  I 
whistling  a  bar  of  "  A  Little  Bit  Off  the  Top,"  while  ! 
"Drag"  was  distinctly  heard  to  murmur  "What  Oh! 
She  Bumps."    The  entertainment  was  most  rapturously 
applauded,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Professor  Cross 
is  a  most  clever  as  well  as  a  most  interesting  exponent  of 
the  art  of  phrenology.    Mr.  L.  Chaplais,  of  the  Ben  | 
Jonson,  and  Mr.  0.  Chaplais,  of  the  Blenheims,  were 
subjected  to  a  similar  ordeal,  the  Professor  fixing  items  of 
their  past  and  present  with  wonderful  correctness.  Mr. 
Cannell  sang  the  last  song,  "Oh  what  a  Smashing  of 
China,"  and  the  proceedings  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  I 
to  the  chairman,  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  bringing  to  a  close  a  |< 
most  enjoyable  evening.    Tne  proceeds  of  the  concert  are  { 
to  be  devoted  to  a  neighbouring  charity.         F.  G.  HJ  j 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


In  consequence  of  the  Easter  Holidays  the 
Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on 
Thursday,  April  12  (instead  of  Friday).  All 
matter  intended  for  insertion  must  arrive 
by  six  o'clock  on  Wednesday  evening, 
April  11.   

ENQLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Leohlade,  &s.).— The  river  here  is  in  very 
good  order  for  Thames  trouting,  which  opened  on  April  1. 
Two  or  three  rods  have  been  out  in  the  district,  but  1 
cannot  hear  of  anything  being  done  at  pret ent,  nor  do  1 
think  there  are  so  many  trout  hereabouts  as  in  days  gone 
by,  there  being  so  many  big  pike  about,  having,  I  expect, 
something  to  do  with  it.  Bleak  should  be  the  bait  tried 
at  present,  but  I  heard  of  one  man  trying  silver  fish. 
Weather  bright,  but  cold.— Ramhlkk. 

Coin,  Leash,  &o.  (Hase  GlonceBtexsliire).— The 
trouting  season  opened  on  the  hotel  waters  at  Fairford  OD 
Monday,  the  2nd  inst.,  under  favourable  conditions,  except 
for  a  nasty  cross  wind.  Several  rods  were  out  on  the 
upper  waters,  and  some  fair  apott  was  had  for  the  timai 
of  year,  one  gentleman  creeling  his  two  and  a  hsJf^ 
brace  of  pretty  trout  in  very  fair  condition.  Altogether, 
eight  rods  were  out  on  the  three  miles  of  water.  The 
river  is  in  splendid  condition  for  trouting,  but  at  present 
there  has  been  no  big  rise  of  fly.  The  trout  rise 
about  10.30,  1  p.m.,  and  again  about  3  o'clock.  The  best 
killing  flies  are  March  Brown,  pale  winged  Olive  Dun, 
Blue  Dun,  gold  ribbed  Hare's  Lug,  and  Red  Spinner. 
Weather  fine  and  spring-like.  Amongst  others  who  have 
been  out  are  Messrs.  Carbonell,  Brown,  liarker,  Golding, 
Clark,  Ac— Pan. 

CornlBh  Streams.— The  prospects  for  Easter  are 
decidedly  bright.  The  change  in  the  weather  is  very 
favourable,  and  during  the  warm  showers  of  tho  past  day 
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or  two  some  very  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  made. 
On  the  higher  parts  of  the  Camel  two  rods  Rot  about  a 
Bcoro  each  on  Wednesday;  and  rqually  as  good,  or  better, 
baskets  have  been  obtained  on  the  Fowey  above  Redgate. 
Next  week,  if  this  weather  continues,  there  should  be 
good  sport.  The  recent  floods  have  taken  away  great 
numbfrs  of  kelts.  Salmon  fishing  does  not  begin  until 
aexf  mmth  — Bodmin. 

Daren th. — A  couple  of  hours  spent  on  the  banks  of 
this  river  the  other  evening  revealed  to  me  a  most 
promisiog  state  of  things,  for  not  only  was  the  water 
Keeping  in  capital  condition,  but  the  trout,  even  in  some 
oases  large  trout,  were  feeding  fairly  well  on  the  few  flies, 
chiefly  Duns,  on  the  water.  One  or  two  fish  which  I  was 
able  to  inspect  closely  seemed  in  surprisingly  good  con- 
dition for  the  time  of  year,  and,  if  the  present  warm 
weather  continues,  should  be  fit  to  take  soon  after  Easfer. 
The  nind,  which  was  east  on  that  evening,  is  now  in  the 
opposite  quarter,  and  the  weather  is  much  warmer,  £0 
that  everything  points  to  good  prospects  for  the  spring 
trcut  fisher  — J.  P,  T. 

Sart  (Totnes  and  District).— There  is  plenty  of 
water  in  the  river,  but  the  stream  is  now  gettin?  into  nice 
him,  most  of  the  snow  water  having  cleared  off,  Mr.  J. 
Edmonds  landed  another  salmon  at  the  weir  a  few  days 
ginos,  this  one  being  a  beauty  of  13Jlb,  The  next  day  he 
booked  another  tig  fish,  but  lost  it.  The  bait  used  was 
the  minnow.  Both  Mr.  Edmonds  and  Mr.  E.  Distin  have 
killed  peal,  the  latter  having  been  getting  some  small  lots 
of  trout.  On  Monday  evening  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  creeled 
B&veral  nice  trout,  three  being  exceptionally  fine  specimens, 
and  Mr.  Soper  has  had  some  very  fair  sport,  getting 
fifteen  on  Monday.  Some  small  lots  have  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  Bnckfastleigh  rods;  but  anglers  are  enquiring  when 
the  efiiuent  from  the  factories  is  to  be  carried  through  the 
sewerage  purification  works,  as  the  constant  discolouration 
of  the  river  is  bound  to  have  a  bad  effect  on  the 
fish.  Edmonds's  Palmer  and  Half  Stone  are  being 
used,  and  the  March  Browns  have  been  taking 
freely  this  week.  The  caddis  fly,  too,  is  getting 
on  the  water.  Bods  are  fairly  numerous  on  the 
moorland  streams,  where  the  Blue  flpright  and  Partridge 
Hackle  (with  green  body)  are  killing  flies.  The  salmon 
fishermen  are  doicg  nothing,  whilst  the  trout  are  not  in 
tip-top  conlition  yet,  and  do  not  rise  very  freely.  One 
rod  creeli  d  just  on  four  dczsn  on  Saturday,  but  evening 
fishing  gives  little  or  no  sport.  I  notice  letters  in  your 
last  two  issues  with  respect  to  the  increased  price  of  day 
licences,  and  the  limic  size  for  trout  (6in.).  The  con- 
eeivators'  action  in  doubling  the  charges  for  daily  tickets 
has  met  with  much  disapproval,  but  I  think  your  corre- 
spcndents  may  feel  assured  that  there  is  nothing  like  a 
gen'tral  tendency  by  Dart  anglers  to  fish  for  numbers  only. 
Visitors  to, the  Dart  are  not  induced  to  fish  by  promises  of 
big  fish,  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  Dart  trout 
will  give  good  sport.  The  extent  of  the  catches  of  the 
best  know  n  rods  is  proof  tba'^  they  care  for  sport  more 
than  nnmbers,  although,  of  course,  there  maybe  instances 
of  the  desire  to  get  a  big  lot  at  any  cost.  I  have  rot  heard 
that  Dr.  Norman,  a  familiar  rod  from  Paifn'.on,  has 
creeled  tiz  and  eight  dozen  daily,  as  quoted  in  "  An 
Angler's"  letter. — Deyoxian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  streams  are  now  getting 
into  a  fisbable  condition,  and  if  the  weather  continues  mild 
visitors  during  the  Easter  holidays  may  expect  some  fair 
sport.  From  north  comes  a  report  of  the  best 
individual  eSjrt  in  salmon  fishing  :  Mr.  Tarr,  of  Barn- 
staple, three  fresh-run  fish,  averaging  151b.  each,  two  of 
these  hfiDg  landed  within  ten  minutes.  On  the  streams  at 
the  southern  border  matters  are  improving,  and  some  nice 
fish  have  been  cree'ed  in  the  Caiey;  one  rod  took  six- 
teen, and  another  nine,  including  a  f -pounder.  Small 
baskets  are  ma'le  in  the  upper  Tamar  district,  where  the 
light  hackled  Blue  Upright,  Bice  Duns,  and  Maxwell  are 
used.  The  Little  Devon  ardficial  minnow  and  Palmer's 
Red  Hairflax  have  been  killing  on  the  streams  around 
Lydford,  and  among  others  Mr.  Deacon  has  secured  several 
lots  of  nice  trout.  The  pollution  of  the  Tavy  will  not,  it  is 
stated,  be  so  bad  as  formerly,  and  when  last  year's  disaster 
is  remembered,  it  is  hoped  measures  of  a  thoroughly 
preventive  chaTaoter  will  be  adopted. — Devonian, 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  absence  of  rain  for  a  month 
brongLt  the  river  down  to  summer  level,  and  salmon 
became  very  shy,  the  last  hour  before  dark  being  worth  all 
the  rest  of  tha  day.  Mr.  T.  Robinson  has  had  two  fish, 
71b  each ;  the  Armathwaite  Castle  keeper,  three,  19ib. , 
191b.,  lOib.  ;  the  Corby  Castle  keeper,  two,  141b.  and  91b. ; 
Mr.  F.  Sandeman,  two,  191b.  and  201b. ;  Mr.  Pattinson, 
one,  91b.,  at  the  Carr  Head  ;  Mr.  Joseph  Fox,  one,  111b., 
near  Rickerby;  Sam  Wright,  one,  181b.,  in  the  Coope 
stream  ;  and  Mr.  Glyn,  one,  91b.,  in  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
water.  No  fresh  fish  are  running  up  the  river.  The 
March  Brown  is  on  in  thousands,  and  trout  are  taking 
pretty  well.  Capt.  Ledoard  had  141b.  at  Armathwaite  on 
Monday.  Rain  seems  to  be  coming  at  last,  and  the 
showers  we  have  had  have  put  about  Sin.  into  the  river.  If 
We  get  a  freshet  of  2ft.  sport  should  improve,— Silver 
Geky. 

Bze  and  Canal  (Exeter),— Cold  winds  and  rains 
have  combined  to  keep  sportsmen  in  the  background,  and 
those  few  who  have  faced  the  music  have  reaped  but  scant 
reward.  Unless  we  get  a  change  quickly,  the  outlook  for 
Easter  time  is  anything  but  rosy;  still,  anglers  are  ever 
hopeful,  and  between  this  and  Easter  Mondny  there  istime 
for  many  changes.  Flies  doing  best  are  :  February  Red, 
Blue  L'priiaht,  and  Blue  Dun. — Reo  Palmer. 

Pen  Diatrlot  (Sonth  Unos.  ana  Caxnbs.).— 
Now  we  have  got  iLto  April  the  weather  appears  mode- 
rating in  fa.vonr  of  fly  fishing.  March  has  been  very  cold, 
and  the  hatching  out  of  flies  has  been  an  impossibility,  or 
nearly  so.  It  ia  not  likely  that  much  in  the  way  of  sport 
will  be  accomplished  on  this  side  of  Easter.  I  hear  that 
some  few  trials  have  been  made  on  the  streams  about  the 


county  of  Rutland ;  but  only  success  has  fallen  to  those 
who  have  used  the  worm  or  grub. — Limpet. 

Xdle  District  (North  Notts.).— There  is  very  little 
to  say  of  the  trout  fishing  of  the  district  at  present.  The 
weather  has  really  been  too  cold  right  up  to  the  end  of 
March.  Several  more  of  the  clubs  make  an  opening  this 
week  on  the  brroks  running  into  the  Trent,  and  also  on 
the  Trent  itself  about  Averham.  This  latter  is  occupied 
by  a  Nottingham  club  called  the  City  Piccatorials.  It  is 
this  club  which  has  had  a  grant  of  fish  from  Milton  by  the 
Trent  Fishery  Board,  Other  clubs  might  follow  their 
example  and  make  an  application  for  a  grant.  I  have 
heard  of  salmon  showing  themselves  at  the  weir  at  Aver- 
ham, so  probably  there  will  be  a  chance  for  trying  for 
these  fish  higher  up  in  a  short  time. — L. 

Jjea — The  coarse  fishing  season  is  now  over  on  this 
river,  Saturday,  Slst  nit.,  being  the  closing  day.  For 
many  years  not  such  bad  sport  has  been  met  with,  but 
owing  to  the  floods,  which  have  scoured  out  the  river  and 
generally  greatly  improved  its  condition,  anglers  are  look- 
ing for  better  results  next  season.  Fewspeoimen  fish  have 
been  taken,  but  it  may  be  mentioned  that  bream  of 
61b.  6^z.  and  61b.  2oz.  were  caught  in  July  in  the  Dobb's 
Weir  Fishery,  Hoddesdon,  a  21b.  Icz.  roach  at  Broxboume 
(private  fishery),  and  a  barbel  of  81b.  at  Enfield  Lock  (also 
private  water).  There  have  been  a  few  nice  dace  taken. 
The  perch  and  pike  have  run  very  small,  and  I  cannot  hear 
of  any  big  carp  being  captured.  On  the  last  day  of  the 
season,  in  Dobb's  Weir  Fishery,  Hoddesdon,  Mr.  Clark 
caught  71b.  lOoz.  of  good  roach,  the  best  fieh  scaling 
lib.  6oz. — IzAAK  Walton. 

Jtugg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  in  better  order  for  angling  than 
they  have  been  for  some  months ;  they  have  gone  down  and 
are  clear,  and  all  the  snow  water  has  run  out  of  thep, 
and  they  have  also  been  greatly  refreshed  by  some  nice 
showers  of  rain,  which  has  brought  the  fish  more  on  the 
feed,  and  they  have  been  rising  better  at  the  fly.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  used  Red  Palmer,  Blue 
Dun,  March  Brown  and  February  Red,  and  some  fair 
sport  has  been  had.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  successful. 
The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order  for  fishing. — Gw^ynne. 

Lugg',  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  fair  order  to  all  appearance,  yet  trout  are 
not  sporting — the  weather  has  been  quite  against  them — 
frosty  nights,  with  cold  winds  from  N.  and  E.,  and  as 
snow  is  still  lying  on  the  higher  hills  there  will  not  be 
much  done  before  next  week,  although  a  welcome  change  has 
taken  place  to-day  ( Wednesday) ,  the  wind  having  shifted  to 
W.  and  with  a  little  south  in  it,  yet  still  cold,  although 
the  sun  has  been  bright  and  warm.  Flies  should  bs  : 
February  Red,  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer, 
Dark  Willow,  and  Cowdung— just  appearing,  or  will  be  due 
ia  a  few  days — Iron  Blue,  Hardy  Brown,  Brown  and  Grey 
Spinners,  and  Solder.— R  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— Sport  during  the  past 
week  has  been  in  general  very  poor,  owing  to  the 
persistent  cold  wind.  Now,  however,  there  is  a  change 
which  should  greatly  improve  fishing.  A  lot  of  rain  fell 
yesterday,  and  to-day  (April  4)  the  river  is  muddy.  The 
wind  has  shifted  to  the  south-west,  so  that  as  soon  as  the 
spate  has  subsided  there  ought  to  be  good  sport.  A  trout 
of  21b.  weight  was  killed  at  Tipton  last  Saturday,  March 
31.  He  was  caught  with  a  long  up-stream  cast  in  still 
water,  the  fly  being  a  wingless  Blue  Upright.  He  was 
evidently  a  very  old  fish,  and  had  a  perfectly  healed  scar 
(as  if  caused  by  a  spear)  on  his  shoulder.  Though  too 
pike-like  for  beauty,  he  was  a  thick,  strong  fish,  and  made 
a  good  fight.  He  iras  weished  immediately  after  capture 
at  the  Tipton  post-office  — Eebon. 

Flymonth. — Some  nice  baskets  have  been  taken  on 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Dart,  as  also  on  the  Meavy  and 
Tavy,  but  the  weather  has  been  too  cold  for  general 
fishing,  especially  on  the  moor.  I  hear  of  a  lot  of  fisher- 
men from  all  parts  coming  here  for  the  Easter  holidays; 
in  fact,  to-day  I  had  about  a  dozen  applications  for 
my  guide  to  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  which  I  mentioned 
in  my  reply  to  your  Dart  correspondent  last  week, — 
William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cuu  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  very  winterly  weather  which  continued  to 
the  end  of  last  week  has  given  place  to  what  anglers  have 
long  wished  for,  a  mild  temperature  and  warm  sunshine, 
which  has  had  its  usual  effect,  and  some  fair  sport  is  now 
being  had  on  all  these  streams,  although  the  snow  has  not 
yet  all  vanished  from  the  summits  of  the  highest  of  the 
Welsh  mountains  ;  but  some  very  heavy  rain  on  Tuesday 
has  done  wonders,  not  only  in  washing  away  the  snow 
from  the  hills,  but  also  in  clearing  and  freshening  up  the 
streams  so  that  anglers  at  present  are  very  much  in 
evidence  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  are  having  good  sport 
with  trout,  of  which  some  nice  specimens  have  been  taken 
in  the  Severn  above  Shrewsbury,  and  several  have  also 
been  taken  from  the  Vyrnwy.  The  Tanat  and  Cain  have 
been  most  affected  by  the  rain  on  Tuesday,  but  are  daily 
improving  in  condition,  and  trout  are  said  to  be  very 
numerous  in  both  of  these  streams,  and  vrhat  have  been 
taken  up  to  the  present  from  all  these  rivers  are  in  as 
good  condition  as  cnuld  be  desired. — Vyrnvfy. 

Sussex  Biveis.— The  weather  up  to  Tuesday  was 
cold  and  cheerless.  Rain  fell  heavily  on  Tuesday  nigbt, 
but  in  the  morning  we  had  the  wind  in  the  old  quarter, 
and  anglers  wisely  stayed  at  home.  Those  who  have  tried 
the  On8e_  have  not  met  with  success  among  the  trout, 
fishirg  with  worm  or  minnow.  The  perch  are  a  great 
nuisance — several  were  hooked,  but  returned  to  the  water. 
In  the  tributaries,  where  worm  fishing  is  imperative,  the 
perch  are  far  more  numerous  than  trout,  and  in  these 
small  streams  perch,  with  me,  bad  but  little  mercy  shown 
them.  Trout  and  perch  do  not  fraternise,  and  the  perch 
destroy  all  the  smuU  fry.  The  upper  portion  of  the 
Adnr  holds  some  good  trout,  but  in  the  present  state  of 
the  weather  btit  few  members  will  make  a  start  before 


Easter.  Harbour  fishing  has  not  been  remunerative.  A 
few  smelt  have  been  caught  in  Chichester  Harbour,  but 
the  old  sluice,  which  has  been  noted  for  jears  as  the 
leading  spot,  has  falUn  in.  Evidently  the  timbers  have 
rotted  away,  and  the  gap  left  on  the  harbour  wall  js  not 
passable  from  Dell  Quay  to  Fishbourne.  Not  that  it  will 
interfere  with  the  fishing,  as  either  aorcss  the  fields  from 
Chichester  or  the  path  from  Fishbourne  will  lead  to  the 
spot,  but  those  who  go  in  the  dark  for  the  early  tides  must 
take  note.— George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— This  river  on  Friday  came  down  a 
foot  higher,  and  made  a  good  outlook  for  Monday 
following  the  opening  day  for  the  sjlmon.  Coupled  with 
the  high  spring  tide,  the  outlook  was  good.  Monday 
fishermen  were  astir,  and  when  the  day  had  closed  some 
remarkable  good  clean  fish  were  killed.  I  saw  one  catch 
of  three  on  Monday,  71b,,  101b.,  and  141b.,  and  further  up 
Mr.  Haddon  took  two,  averagi'ug  lOIb.  Mr.  B.,  on  the 
Mole,  had  good  sport,  and  others  whose  names  I  have  not 
heard.  Tuesday  I  saw  another  catch  of  four  fish,  181b  , 
16Jlb.,  111b.,  and  81b.,  by  one  rod  and  minnow.  This  is 
in  the  association  part,  close  to  the  tidal  part.  Hon.  M. 
Rolle  has  inserted  on  his  tickets  this  year  minnow 
fishing  prohibited,  and  fishermen  who  were  well  supplied 
look  down,  as  another  outfit  must  be  made.  Tuesday, 
rain  falling,  and  should  it  continue  good  Easter  fijhing 
will  be  in  store. — Rusty  Game, 

Teme  (Iindlow),— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  rcnairg  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  is  still  unssttled,  but  the  cold  has 
now  given  way  to  sunshiny  days,  with  some  sharp  April 
showers,  which  have  brought  the  fish  more  on  the  move, 
and  they  have  been  rising  better  at  the  fly.  More  rain 
threatens,  but  it  is  not  expected  to  interfere  with  the 
water,  and  the  prospects  are  good.  A  good  few  anglers 
have  been  out  of  late,  and  have  used  Mirch  Brown,  Blue 
Dun,  Red  Palmer,  Iron  Blue,  and  FebruaTy  Red,  and 
some  fair  sport  has  been  had  with  worm  after  the  rain. 
The  trout  were  feeding  well,  and  trout  averaging  ilb,  each 
were  taken  Minnow  fishing  has  been  tried,  but  sport 
slow,  and  will  be  until  we  get  warmer  settled  weather.  On 
Monday  an  angler  landed  three  brace  of  very  nice  trout 
with  the  fly.  Fishing  under  Whitcliffe,  several  nice  trcu. 
have  been  taken.  With  worm,  on  Tuesday,  some  nice  fish 
were  taken  in  the  deep  water.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  good  order,  and  some  nice  fish 
have  been  taken  in  them  with  worm  aid  fly. — 8.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  a  nice  level,  and  has  cleared,  and  all  the  snow 
water  has  gone  out  of  it,  and  it  is  now  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  cold,  but  with  sunshine  in 
the  day  the  fish  have  been  more  on  the  move, 
and  have  been  rising  better,  ar;d  a  few  anglers  have 
been  out  with  March  Brown,  Red  Palmer,  Blue  Dun, 
Iron  Blue,  and  February  Red,  and  some  nicesized  fish  have 
been  landed.  Bottom  fishing  with  worm  has  accounted 
for  some  fair  sized  trout.  With  fine  weather  sport  will  be 
good  in  this  part.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are 
clear.— Worcester. 

Upper  Com  (Bibnry,  East  GloncEstershire).— 
The  trouting  season  opened  on  the  Swan  waters  on 
Monday,  March  26,  and  during  the  past  fortnight  several 
rods  have  been  out  in  the  district,  and  in  some  instances 
some  pretty  sport  has  been  had  with  12in.  trout,  one  take 
being  three  brace,  and  another  four  brace,  the  best  fish 
being  about  IJlb.  There  has  on  warm  dajs  been  a  good 
hatch  out  of  Olive  and  Blue  Duns,  and  in  the  afternoon 
the  Brown  Spinner  has  made  its  appf  arance.  The  waters 
here  are  in  very  good  ord-^r,  there  being  a  capital  head_  of 
water  on,  and  Bibnry  is  beginning  to  put  on  its  spring 
attire.  The  trout  rise  pretty  freely  from  eleven  to  one,  and 
again  about  four  o'clock  on  warm  days.  I  think  it  as  well 
to  state  that  wading  is  neither  necessary  nor  allowed 
on  the  hotel  waters.  Mr.  Gibbs  his  just  replenished  the 
Abljngton  Manor  water  with  rainbow  trout,  and  I  hear  of 
a  consignment  also  being  placed  in  the  Lower  Coin  in  the 
Lechlade  district.  Weather  fine,  but  rather  cold.— 
Sherry  Spinner. 

ITsk  (Abergavenny). — Owing  to  rain  the  river  has 
risen  a  couple  of  inches,  and  trout  ought  to  go  with  the  fly 
to-day  (Wednesday).  Mr.  Taylor,  Lamb  Brewery,  Mr. 
Dundon,  and  Mr.  W.  Peake  and  others  have  been  taking  a 
few  trout.  The  dark  blues  and  March  Brown  are  the 
taking  flies. — Ernle  J.  Delafield. 

Witham,  fto.  (Uid-Lincolnshire).— The  doings  of 
the  trout  fishers  on  the  streams  running  into  this  water, 
and  also  on  the  head  waters  themselves,  are  not  by  any 
means  causing  a  sensation.  Seme  of  the  clubs  are  supposed 
to  commence  operations  after  Lady  Day,  but  the  weather 
has  reaUy  been  too  cold  yet  for  the  hitching  out  of  aquatic 
flies  in  any  number.  There  is  a  better  outlook  this  week, 
and  probably  by  Easter  many  will  be  making  a  fair  start. 
A  few  odd  artists  have  been  noticed  on  the  waters  above 
Horncastle,  but  their  success  has  not  been  great. — Lcci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derby sliire).  —  Very  few 
anglers  have  availed  themselves  of  the  opening  of  the  trout 
season  on  the  above  rivers,  as  sharp  frosts  during  the  past 
week  on  most  nights,  registering  8  degrees  on  Monday 
morning.  Very  few  natural  flies  on  the  water  at  present, 
therefore  only  a  few  fish  rising,  and  these  only  small  ones. 
However,  there  now  appears  to  be  a  change  of  weather,  as 
we  are  now  having  a  few  showers  of  rain,  and  it  is  much 
milder.  The  rivers  are  in  fair  order  for  fly  fishing,  a'-d 
there  is  a  prospect  of  fair  sport  the  next  few  days.  Uce- 
tul  flios,  February  Rid,  March  Brown,  Pale  Blue  Dan, 
and  Olive  Dun  — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).- River  too  low  for  salmon. 
The  rain  of  to-day  (Tu-^daj)  may  improve  fishing  if 
weather  gets  warmer.  Very  few  anglers  out. — W.  B, 
Roberts. 

Tore,  Swale.  Wharfe,  Aire  Nidd,  &c.  (York- 
shire). — From  the  many  inqnitieslhave  received  respect- 
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iog  the  few  notes  I  penned  last  week  respecting  the  best 
angliDgqaarterB  on  the  Yore,  I  find  inquiriea  as  to  "  where 
ebajl  we  go  angling  for  Easter,  and  whitprospeot  of  sport 
is  there  r  "  are  pretty  general.  In  answer  to  two  c;r."e- 
spondents,  both  tha  Hawes  and  the  Wensleydale  Associa- 
tions' charge  for  day  tickets  are  23.,  and  a  redaction  is 
made  for  anglers  staying  for  the  week.  The  head- 
quarters of  the  Hawes  Club  is  the  Crown  Hotel  at  Hawes, 
and  the  new  landlady  of  that  famous  angling  resort  will 
make  visitors  fishing  the  Uppsr  Yore  and  its  tributariea 
very  comfortable;  eg  will  Mrs.  Abbott,  the  Black  Bull 
Hotel,  West  Barton,  Aysgirth,  and  there  is  good  trout 
fiehiog  in  the  Walden  Beck.  In  addition  to  Mrs.  Rider  at 
the  King's  Arms  Hotel,  Mrs.  Dinsdile,  Mill  Farm,  at 
Redmire,  can  accommodate  a  visitor  or  two.  Anglera  will 
also  meet  with  ccm'ortable  quirters  at  Mr.  W.  Kilbnrn'a, 
the  Wheat  and  Sheaf,  at  Carperby,  and  the  host  is  in  a 
position  to  get  leave  for  some  good  water  for  his  visitora. 
At  Bainbridge  I  can  recommend  the  Rose  and  Crown, 
Mr.  G.  E.  Chierici,  a  practical  angler,  and  hon.  see. 
to  the  Wensleydale  Angling  Association,  who  preserves 
good  lengths  of  the  river  and  Lake  Semmerwater.  Middle- 
ham,  close  to  both  the  Yore  and  Cover,  is  a  good  centre, 
with  its  grand  old  cistle  towering  over  the  town,  and 
within  short  drives  of  Jervaulz  and  Coverham  Abbeys. 
The  Whit«  Swan  is  the  principal  hotel,  and  several  of  the 
inhabitants  let  apartments.  The  Cover  Bridge  Inn  is  a 
well-tnDwn  angling  resort,  the  hcjtess,  Mrs.  Sp3CC3,  has 
a  happy  knack  of  doing  the  exact  thing  that  anglers 
reqaire.  From  extracts  in  the  visitors'  book,  everybody 
gives  the  house  a  good  word  ;  one  angler  goes  into  poetry, 
and  says : 

"  There  is  not,  in  ths  wide  wotld,  an  inn  where  we  find 
Such  excellent  fare,  and  peace  of  mind. 
As  the  inn  on  the  Cover  in  Wensley's  loved  dale." 

At  Masham,  on  the  Yore,  some  excellent  fishing  may  be 
obtained  by  staying  with  Mr.  Jackson,  the  Mill,  Masham  ; 
bis  terms  for  accommodation  are  very  reasonable,  and  if 
the  angler  makes  out  "  Old  William  Sturdy  "  he  will  lose 
nothing  on  advice  as  to  where  and  what  to  fish.  For  other 
iiiformation  respecting  the  Yore,  &o  ,  the  4th  edition 
of  "  The  Practical  Fly  Fisher,"  by  the  late  John  Jackson, 
a  few  copies  of  which  I  have  left,  7e.  Gd.  each,  is 
invaluable.  "  Wensleydale  and  the  Lawer  Vale  of  the 
Yore,"  containing  125  illustrations,  which  I  can  send  for 
;id.  post  free,  is  an  exc silent  guide  for  tourists,  and  the 
"  North-Eastern  Railway  Guide  to  Hotels  and  Furnished 
Lodgings"  can  be  obtained  free  from  any  of  the  station-mas- 
ters of  the  company  by  sending  3  d.  for  postage.  Wharfedale 
visitors  can  fish  the  Ilkley  length  by  staying  at  any  of  the 
hotels  on  piyment  of  Ss.  per  day.  Mr.  A.  Lupton,  Oak 
Mount,  Ilkley.  is  the  hon.  secretary.  Higher  up  Wharfe- 
dale Mr.  J.  W.  Binns,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Barnsall,  has  a 
nice  little  length  attached  to  the  hotel,  and  in  which  fine 
sport  is  often  met  with;  Mr.  Binns  is  always  willing  to 
assist  in  selecting  the  most  suitable  flies,  &b.  The  Rye 
and  Riccall  is  still  coloured,  but  will  be  now  in  good  condi- 
tion. '  I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  stocking  the  waters  with 
yearling  trout  has  been  going  on  favourably.  The  Harro- 
gate Conservative  Angling  Club  have  put  a  large  consign- 
ment of  fish  in  their  water  in  the  Nidd.  The  water 
having  run  down,  is  n)w  in  better  condition  than  last 
week,  and  the  trout  are  beginning  to  rise  a  little  more 
freely  now  the  days  are  getting  warmer,  which  ought  to 
bring  some  aquatic  life  on  the  water  ;  should  the  weather 
be  at  all  favourable  we  can  expect  some  excellent  sport  for 
Easter.  Fly  fishermen  have  only  met  with  meagre  sport 
during  the  week ;  the  best  flies  have  hem  the  dark  and 
light  Spmish  Needle  Brown,  the  little  Early  Brown,  Blue 
Hawk  (dressed  with  the  blue  feather  from  the  merlin  hawk), 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Spring  Black,  Snipe  and  Purple,  and 
Tinselled  Partridge.  These  will  kill  Al  in  any  river  in  the 
kingdom. 

By  Telegraph. — There  is  a  decided  improvement  in 
the  weather  ti-day,  and  as  most  of  the  snow  has  gone 
there  are  better  prospects  for  tpoit  than  there  has  been 
siLca  the  trout  season  opened.  The  sunshine  to-day  is 
hatohiog  out  the  little  Brown  Olice  Bloa  and  Red  Clock. 
All  these  flies  and  the  Waterhen  Bloa  will  kill  trout  if  on 
rise  at  all. — J.  E.  Mii>leb,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot. 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnaharra  (via  Iiairgf,  N.B.).— Mr.  John  Eraser, 
Ben  Klibr.'ck  Lodge,  has  had  the  following  sport  since  last 
reported  :  On  March  28,  he  fished  Loch  Naver,  and  caught 
a  falmon  of  01b.  On  2ai;h,  one  of  Tilb.  On  30th,  a  12- 
p&under  j  and  on  3l8t,  two  salmon  weighing  101b.  and  7ib. 
Daring  the  past  week  very  severe  weather  was  experienced, 
but  prospects  are  now  better  — B. 

Border  £sk  and  Liddle.— The  weather  during  the 
put  week  has  been  cold  and  wintry,  and  unsuitable  for 
angling.  Snow  continues  to  lie  on  the  hills,  while  keen 
frosts  prevdil  in  the  mornings.  Angling  is  at  a  very  low 
ebb  at  present,  and  scarcely  anything  has  been  done  on  the 
Scottish  side  of  the  Solway.  Spring  salmon  are  still  very 
8caiC9,  aid  any  run  reported  have  all  been  with  kelts. 
Catches  of  yellow  trout  continue  small,  but  they  are 
improving  in  condition,  and  may  be  considered  fit  for 
taking  in  a  week  or  ten  days  at  the  most.  No  floods  have 
taken  place  tince  the  optning  of  the  season  in  the 
m\ide  of  February.  Consequently,  the  waters  are 
low  and  clear,  though  they  may  be  said  to  ba  in 
good  trim  for  trout.  With  very  littlo  semblance  of 
lly  on  the  waters  trout  are  backward  in  condition.  A 
I'Ule  fine  weather,  however,  would  bring  the  March 
Browns  out  and  mpply  th«  necestary  food  for  bringing  the 
trout  forward  by  about  Easter  holiday  time.  'J'here  has 
been  no  show  of  salmon  worth  speaking  of  in  the  Solway 
nets  for  a  foitnight.  A  few  yellow  trout  have  been 
oaaght  in  the  mid  and  upper  reaches  of  the  Ksk,  and  also 
ID  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle.    Few  anglers  have 


been  out  on  account  of  the  cold  weather,  and  the  bast 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  only  ranged  as  yet  from  21b. 
to  31b.  They  will  only  rise  to  the  fly  when  the  sun  shines, 
which  is  seldom,  or  in  well  sheltered  nooks.  All  that  is 
now  wanted  to  give  an  impatus  to  the  sport  is  a  little  more 
snnshine,  as  few  anglers  have  been  prepared  to  do  battle 
with  the  stormy  weather  experienced  throughout  the 
spring. — GiLNOCKiK. 

Carron,  Eastsr  Kiss  (Ardgaj,  N.B.).— Between 
frost  and  snow,  alternating  with  sleet  and  rxin,  angling 
conditions  have  been  anything  but  favourable.  On  Mon- 
day week,  Mr.  Young,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a 
salmon  of  9Jlb.,  on  Braelangwell  water;  and  on  Tuesday, 
a  9-pounder.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Herbert  Peel, 
Balnagown  Arms,  oinght  a  salmon  weighing  9^lb.  on  the 
Invcroharron  water.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Young  had  two 
of  rjlb.  and  lOJlb.  on  Braelangwell  water.  On  Tuesday, 
this  week,  Mr.  R.  T.  Conpland,  of  Gruinards,  caught  one 
of  101b.  on  Gruinirds  water. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  weather  in  this  district 
continues  very  changeable.  It  commenced  favourably  in 
the  beginning  of  the  week  with  gleams  of  sunshine,  but  on 
Tuesday  it  suddenly  changed,  and  a  good  deal  of  snow 
fell.  The  river  is  getting  into  more  favourable  condition 
both  for  rod  and  net  fishing.  Scarcely  anything  as  yet 
has  been  done  by  the  rod,  but  the  nsts  are  being  now 
worked  regularly,  and  the  number  of  fish  netted  is 
increasing.  A  couple  of  small  boxes  were  dispatched  this 
week.  Salmon  are  also  improving  in  weight,  the  average 
being  91b.  Very  few  trout  are  lauded  by  the  nets. 
On  the  coast  the  yield  from  the  various  stations  since  the 
nets  were  renaired  his  baen  almost  nil. — H.  W. 

Foyers  Hotel  (Iioohuess,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loohness 
from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  Tuesday,  March  2",  Mr.  W.  Pile, 
Sutton,  killed  one  salmon  weighing  91b.  On  Friday,  Mr. 
Tilston  killed  a  fresh-run  fish  of  251b  ;  and  on  Saturday, 
Mr.  Pile  had  one  of  9.b. — S.  Tilston. 

luveran  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— During  the  pisb 
week  Dr.  Almond,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  had  good  sport 
on  the  Shin,  but  details  are  not  to  hand.— B. 

Lochleven  (EiurosB).— After  a  particularly  oold  and 
frosty  spring,  an  improvement  has  now  taken  place  in  the 
weather,  though  the  hills  continue  snow-capped.  On 
Monday  the  conditions  looked  fairly  promising.  There 
had  been  little  frost  overnight,  and  the  weather  was  com- 
paratively mild.  Mr.  J.  J.  Harris,  of  the  Green  Hotal, 
Kinross,  was  the  first  angler  to  go  out  this  season.  There 
was  unfortunately  an  absence  of  wind  most  of  the  day, 
though  he  succeeded  in  creeling  five  fine  trout  of  about 
31b.,  with  fly.  The  fish  were  offering  well,  bat  the  calm 
and  glare  kept  them  from  hooking.  The  first  trout  was 
got  in  the  forenoon,  at  St.  Serfs,  and  the  others  near 
Roy's  Folly  in  a  short  time  after  a  light  breeze  had  set  in, 
towards  evening,  from  the  east.  The  killing  flies  were  the 
Butcher  Yellow  and  Teal,  and  Claret  and  Grouse.  Mr. 
.T.  M.  Smieton,  Dundee,  went  out  in  the  afternoon,  and 
landed  a  fine  trout  of  l^lb.  in  the  pink  of  condition.  The 
natural  resources  of  the  loch  were  recruited  on  Saturday 
by  250,000  three-month-old  fry  from  the  hatchery  in  con- 
npotion  with  the  loch,  and  which  were  placed  in  the  North 
Qaeich  and  Gairney,  streams  which  are  its  main  feeders. 
The  list  of  compstitions  for  1900  has  been  published,  and 
commenoss  on  April  21  at  Pollookshields  and  closes  on 
Sept.  3  (■'  Championship").  There  are  117  on  the  card, 
and  "The  National  "  is  fixed  for  June  13 — R.  B.  Laing. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thniso.  N.B.).  —  Despite 
adverse  conditions,  the  following  excellent  sport  has  been 
got  since  last  raported  :  On  23rd  ult.,  Gen.  Home,  Syre 
Lodge,  bad  a  salmon  on  Beat  No.  2  ;  Mr.  Corpet,  Skel- 
pick  Lodge,  one  on  No.  3 ;  and  Mr.  Johnston,  one  on 
No.  4.  On  24th,  Capt.  Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  got  one 
salmon  on  No.  1 ;  Gen.  Willson,  C.B  ,  three  on  Syre 
Lodge  waters ;  Gan.  Home  had  three  on  No.  3  ;  and  Col. 
Fryer,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  6.  On  26th,  Col. 
Fryer  bad  one  on  No.  1 ;  Capt.  Campbell,  three  on  No.  2  ; 
Gen.  Willson,  C  B.,  two  on  No.  3;  Mr.  Corpet,  a  f rash 
run  beauty  of  17lb.  on  No.  5  ;  and  Mr.  Johnston,  one  on 
No.  6.  On  27th,  Col.  Fryer  got  one  on  No.  2  ;  Capt. 
Campbell,  three  on  No.  3;  ( i an.  Willson,  one  on  No.  4  ; 
Gen.  Home,  six  (to  his  oim  rod)  on  No.  5  ;  and  Mr. 
Corpet,  one  on  No.  6.  On  28th,  Col.  Fryer  and  Mr. 
Campbell  caught  two  salmon  each  on  Nos.  3  and  4;  and 
Gen.  Willson,  one  on  No.  5.  On  29th,  Mr.  Johnston  had 
three  on  No.  3  ;  Col.  Fryer,  two  on  No.  4 ;  Mr.  Campbell, 
one  on  No.  5  ;  and  Gen.  Willson,  two  on  No.  6.  On  30th, 
Gen.  Home  got  three  on  No.  2  ;  and  Col.  Fryer,  one  on 
No.  1.  Oa  31st,  Mr.  Campbell,  Gen.  Willson,  and  Gsn. 
Home  caught  one  salmon  each  on  Beats  1,  2,  and  3  ;  Mr. 
Corpet,  two  on  No.  4 ;  and  Mr,  Johnston,  three  on 
No.  5.— B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  upper  waters  of  the 
Dee  were  almost  frozen  over  last  week,  and  little  or  no 
sport  was  obtained.  On  the  middle  ani  lower  reaches, 
where  milder  weather  prevailed,  things  were  not  quite  so 
bad,  but  there  was  a  great  falling  oil'  from  the  previous 
weeks.  On  the  Aboyne  waters,  Mr.  Sanderson  had  three 
nice  salmon,  scaling  71b.,  7ilb.,  and  91b.,  on  Tuesday; 
while  Mr.  BuHough  had  a  beauty  of  211b.  on  the  Park 
waters.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Hovle  had  one  of  61b.  on  the 
hotel  beat;  and  Mr.  William  Heaven,  Forest  of  Birse 
Lodge,  one  of  71b. ;  while  Mr.  Brodie  bad  one  of  61b. ; 
Capt.  Farquhar,  one  of  20lb. ;  Mr.  (Jarfol,  two,  of 
7lb.  and  lOlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Ruesell,  one  of  141b.  The 
river  is  literally  teeming  with  tieh  in  these  parts, 
and  all  that  is  needed  is  mild  weather.  On 
the  Kincardine  O'Neil  waters  sport  continues  fairly 
good  conbidering  the  stormy  weather.  On  the  lower 
i)ess,  G.  A.  Grant  creeled  six  fish,  scaling  from  01b.  to 
91b.  ;  J.  B.  Ferguson,  one,  7ilb. ;  and  Mr.  Marr,  two, 
Oi^lb.  and  81b.  On  the  Lodge  water,  the  Hon.  Wm. 
Brooks  creeled  two,  of  6Jlb.  and  7jlb.  On  the  Borrow- 
ston  section,  Mr.  A.  Barclay  landed  three,  of  71b.,  81b., 
and  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Clay,  one  of  81b.   On  Ballogie,  Mr, 


Edmund  King  had  one  of  61b. ;  and  Mr.  Hare,  two,  of 
71b.  and  9.b. ;  while  Sir  John  Gladstone,  on  the  upper 
Ballogie.  had  three,  of  61b.,  81b.,  and  9lb. ;  and  Messrs. 
Woodroffe  and  Law,  eleven  fish,  on  Woodend  section, 
scaling  from  71b.  to  9ib.  On  the  Sluie,  Mr.  Duncan  David- 
son creeled  three ;  and  on  the  Cairnton,  Mr.  T.  Turner 
Fairley  had  two  and  three  fish  of  average  weights  every  day. 
On  the  Kingcaussis  section,  Mr.  Fortesoue  creeled  four 
fish  on  Tuesday,  and  one  or  two  on  the  other  days  out, 
ranging  from  61b.  to  181b.  in  weight.    On  the  Park 
waters,  Mr.  George  Davidson  and  Mr.  Jopp  have  had  two 
and  three  fish  daily,  while  Mr.  BuUough  had  a  beauty  of 
2Ub,,  and  two  of  71b.  and  91b.  respectively.   On  the  other 
reaches  fair  sport  has  been  got.    The  April  migration  of 
salmon  has  now  set  in,  and  heavier  fish  are  being  found  in 
the  lower  raaches.   'The  Don  has  not  yielded  a  single 
salmon  to  the  rod  as  yet,  but  fronting  will  at  cnoa 
commence  with  good  weather.    On  the  Ychan,  Mr.  Milne, 
Aberdeen,  had  a  basket  of  301b.  on  Saturday  on  the  Ellon 
Cistle  waters,  and  Mr.  Davidson  one  of  26lb  ,  all  fresh  up 
finnook.    On  Taesday,  Messrs.  Shepherd,  Davidson,  Hall, 
Milne,  and  others  had  baskets  ranging  from  61b.  to  20Ib^ 
finnock.    On  the  IJgie,  Mr.  Andrew  Murray  has  had  H 
week  of  grand  sport  among  the  finnock. — G.  M.  S 
Oybell  (Oykellbridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.).— Thfl 
following  sport  has  been  g  >t  since  last  reported  :  On  26thJ 
Mr.  Moore,  Cookstown,  Tyrone,  fishing  from  Balnagomofl 
Arms  Hotel,  got  a  salmon  of  7ilb.  on  Lingwell  Pool ;  anu 
Mr.  Loewenthal,  Balfast,  a  9-pounder,  on  Narro  ws  Pool,! 
On  28'jh,  the  last-named  got  one  of  7ilb.  on  Langwella 
Mr.  G.  H.  Binkes,  Langwell  Lodge,  has  had  as  follows  S 
On  21st,  tivo  salmon  ;  on  23rd,  one  ;  on  24th,  four,  of  froid 
7ib.  to  10 Jib. ;  on  26th,  two,  of  81b.  and9ib. ;  oa27tM 
two,  of  171o.  aad  9Jlb. ;  on  28th,  one.  7^lb. ;  on  29th, ^ 
16  pounder;  anl  on  Slst,  one  of  81b.    Weather  verM 
unfavourable. — B.  ■ 
Sonth  of  Scotland. — The  Solway  rivers  remain  in^ 
the  same  condition  as  that  reported  upon  last  week.  All 
the  streams  are  at  a  summer  level,  or  nearly  so.  There 
has  been  no  spring  salmon  fishing  since  the  opsning  week 
on  Feb.  25.   A  shower  of  rain  fell  yesterday,  and  another 
this  afternoon.    The  long  spell  of  dry  weather  appears  to 
be  at  an  end,  and  with  a  falling  barometer  it  is  probable 
we  may  have  a  further  fall  of  rain.    On  the  Annan,  on 
Monday,  two  or  three  anglers  were  out  trout  fishing.  One 
gentleman  landed  half  a  dozen  yellow  trout,  but  returned 
them  to  the  river,  as  he  considered  that  they  were 
not  in  order  for  the  table.    The  streams  swarm  with  fry, 
and  in  about  four  weeks  the  annual  migration  of  smelte 
will  be  on.    It  was  reported  that  a  sioal  of  sea  trout  were 
Eeen  on  Friday  in  this  river,  as  also  a  couple  of  spring  fish. 
In  the  Solway  nets  the  sea  trout  are  making  a  very  poor 
show  so  far.    The  big  run,  however,  never  comes  on  in  the 
Solway  until  the  end  of  the  present  month.    Little  or 
nothing  is  doing  in  the  Dumfries  Nith  or  the  Galloway 
rivers,  as  also  the  waters  in  Ayrshire.  There  cannot 
possibly  ba  uny  improyemeat  in  ths  sport  aatil  after  a 
flood.    The  wind  has  now  changed  from  the  north-east  to 
the  south,  and  the  temperature  is  much  milder  this  week. 
— Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Olorayshire). — Little  or  no  improvement  hu 
yet  to  be  recorded  for  the  past  week  so  far  as  angling  ii 
concerned.  The  river  is  low,  with  oold,  frosty  winds  from 
the  east,  and,  with  a  genial  thaw,  a  large  amount  of 
"  grne  "  has  yet  to  pass  down.  Only  an  odd  fish  here  and 
there  is  heard  of  as  being  killed,  such  as  one  of  141b.  on 
the  Aberlour  House  water  this  day  week.  Owing  to 
stormy  and  unsettle!  weather  prevailing  recently  very  few 
salmon  have  been  caught  in  the  nets  either  in  sea  or  riveri 
but  with  frequent  fresh  showers  the  river  netting  will 
prjbibly  do  better  this  month.  What  fish  have  been 
caught  have  bean  of  good  quality,  and  averaging  from  9lb. 
to  101b.  Finnocks,  which  have  not  done  well  hitherto,  should 
do  well  this  month.  Disease  amongst  salmon  is  said  to  be 
less  prevalent  than  usual  at  this  season.  On  the  l''iadhora 
matters  are  pretty  much  the  same  as  on  the  Spay.  On 
both  rivers  the  water  continues  too  cold  for  smolts,  and 
kelts  moving  freely  seaward. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  is  in  first-rate  order,  and  splendid 
sport  is  being  got,  many  stretches  of  the  river  being  fall 
of  fish.  The  Dake  and  Ducbess  of  Bedford,  fijhing  oa 
Stobhall  water,  have  had  excellent  sport  during  the  ptst 
fortnight,  the  take  for  three  consecutive  days'  fishing 
bsing  thirteen  salmon.  Their  Graces  have  been  killing 
from  two  to  foar  salmon  daily.  The  Duchess's  best  day 
was  five  fish.  On  Friday  his  Grace  landed  a  beautiful  fiah 
weighing  29Jlb.  Fishing  on  Benchill  water  on  Thursday, 
Messrs.  Harry  Anderson  and  Col.  Braun,  Liverpool,  and 
P.  D.  Malloob,  Perth,  caught  five  fish,  weighing  241b  , 
2llb  ,  121b.,  and  lllb.  Oa  same  water,  on  Saturday,  Mr, 
P.  D.  Mallooh  landed  fiyo  fish,  weighing  301b.,  211b.,  201b., 
161b.,  and  151b. ;  and  on  Tuesday,  this  week,  Mr.  A. 
Muirhead  Aitksn,  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  Jas.  Broun,  Jersev, 
had  two  salmon  weighing  about  201b.  each.  Mr.  FenwioK, 
fishing  on  Scone  Palace  water  on  Thursday,  killed  six  fish, 
and  on  Friday  four  fish  ;  and  fishing  same  water,  on 
Saturday,  Mr.  Geo.  Pop^e,  Perth,  and  A  Menziea,  Edin- 
burgh, had  two  fish,  weighing  321b.  and  201b.  Mr.  Wm. 
Herring,  London,  fishing  Stanley  water,  has  been  having 
good  sp  )rt,  killing  several  fish  daily. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
During  the  past  week  the  streams  in  the  Kelso  district 
have  been  all  running  in  fair  good  volume,  and  fishing  bu 
been  engaged  in  on  many  of  the  s  ilmon  oasts,  and  fairly 
good  sport  has  been  got  on  some  of  the  fastnesses.  Not 
mnny  salmon  hive  been  killed,  still  the  takes  have,  on  the 
whole,  been  satisfactory  to  the  angler,  weather  and  water 
taken  into  consideration.  The  exceedingly  oold  weather  for 
the  time  of  year  has  militated  much  against  the  trout 
angler,  there  having  been  little  sunshine  to  bring  ont  the 
flies,  and  it  has  only  been  on  a  few  favoured  oocasioni, 
and  that  in  sheltered  nooks,  where  Old  Sol's  pre- 
dominating iuUuence  did  its  work  that  a  few  nice  trout 
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were  got  with  fly.  On  the  whole,  however,  baskets  have 
been  small  with  this  lare,  ranging  from  2JIb.  up  to  3|Ib. 
On  the  tributary  streams  some  Kood  baskets  have  recently 
been  made  with  worm.  On  the  Kale,  on  Thursday  last,  Mr. 
B.  B.  Moscrip,  Morebattle,  bad  three  dozen  and  nine  trout, 
all  with  worm,  and  on  the  following  day,  on  the  same  stream, 
also  with  worm,  he  had  again  a  very  fine  dish  of  twelve 
trout.  Mr.  Thomas  Cairns,  tailor,  on  the  same  stream, 
on  Friday  last,  with  fly,  hid  a  dozen  of  handsome  trout. 
On  the  Eden  (four  miles  from  Kelso),  on  Monday,  with 
worm,  Mr.  John  Mercer,  Kelso,  had  a  grand  dish  of  01b. 
of  tront ;  and  on  the  following  day,  on  the  Teviot,  ho  had 
a  nice  creelfnl,  which  drew  the  scale  at  8Ib.  Several 
members  of  the  angling  fraternity  have  again  been 
amorgit  the  pike.  On  his  favourite  cast,  "  the  Hole,"  on 
the  Te(i)t,  has  onca  more  had  two  of  these  tront 
gormanlisers,  which  weighed  101b.  and  8Ib.  respectively. 
Mr.  Thomas  Pringle,  Westwood  Cottage,  Kelso,  has  also 
had  one  pike  on  the  Tweed,  at  Sprouston,  of  71b.  Of 
those  who  have  done  best  in  the  way  of  salmon  fishing  may 
be  mentioned  the  last-named  gentlemin,  who,  on  the 
Hendersydil  water  (Sir  Bichird  Waldie  Griffith's),  has  had 
three  fish  during  the  pist  ten  diys,  weighing  respsotively 
ejlb.,  Tib.,  and  81b. ;  while  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith, 
Bart.,  has  himself  had  during  the  present  week  two  fish 
of  101b,  and  7Jlb. ;  these  fish  were  aU  got  with  the  minnow 
I  understaod,  while  Mr.  Tait,  fisherman,  Edenmouth 
Cottage,  has  also  had  a  pair  of  silmon,  but  particulars  are 
no',  yet  forward.  On  the  Ednam  House  waters  (of  whioh 
Mr.  Tolson  is  the_  new  lessee)  Mr.  James  Tait,  on 
Tuesday,  had  a  nice  clean  salmon  of  close  on  Sib. 
He  was  unfortunate  in  again  losing  three  other  ealmon, 
but  he  ultimately  succeeded  in  killing  a  very  fine  olean- 
Ton  bull  tront  of  5jlb,  weight.  On  the  Birgham  water 
four  salmon  were  killed  with  fly.  On  the  Tweed,  Capt. 
6.  French  _  has  had  two  salmon  of  Sib.  each,  while 
oa  the  Till  he  has  killed  one  of  Sib.  and  one 
of  13|lb.  Some  of  the  recent  improvements  made  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Teviot  for  the  better  a3CBnt  of  salmon  to 
that  river  having  become  wrecked  by  the  floods  some  time 
ago,  it  was  agreed  at  a  recently  held  meeting  of  the  Kelso 
Angling  Association,  seeing  the  amount  of  good  the 
improvements  had  done,  to  again  assist  the  riparian 
proprietors  in  having  the  culverts  restored  and  the  sand 
island  and  palisades  renovated,  the  society  to  contribute  a 
quarter  of  the  expense  of  the  necessary  work.  The  Tweed 
itet  fishing  has  been  fairly  satisfactory  during  the  week, 
and  salmon  have  been  more  numerous  than  trout.— 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballina  (Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters).— Water  in 
good  order,  with  south  winds.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  played 
two  large  spring  fish  on  Siturday,  and  hooked  some  more 
and  lost  them.  Michael  Boache  killed  large  fish  attha 
Pontoon  Bridge  (31lb.),  and  lost  two  more  on  the  same 
day. — Jonx  Devebs. 

Btlfaat. — There  was  an  improvement  in  the  weather 
tiiis  week.  Oa  local  water  not  much  was  done  amongst 
the  trout,  and  few  anglers  patronised  the  dams.  A  new 
angling  club  has  iast  been  formed— the  Ulster  Angling 
A«s;ciation — miking  the  third  one  now  working  in  the 
city.  At  the  inaugural  meeting  the  other  night  twenty- 
one  members  j  sined. — J.  A.  B. 

Bnndrowes  (co.  Donegal).— This  river  is  at  present 
in  splendid  fishing  order,  and  the  weather  now  is  every- 
thing that  could  be  desired  from  a  fisherman's  point  of 
view.  Mr.  C.  J.  Singleton  landed  a  fine  spring  salmon  of 
151b.  on  March  29,  and  Mr.  T.  Gilroy  landed  another 
weighing  101b.  The  river  is  somewhat  discoloured  owing 
to  the  heavy  rainfall  here  during  the  past  few  days,  but  at 
time  of  writing  the  weather  is  again  fine,  and  as  plenty  of 
salmon  are  daily  to  be  seen  sporting  in  the  various  pools  in 
the  river  some  good  sport  will  now  be  had. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons 

Erne  (Ballyshannou  and  Belleek).— The  Erne  is 
now  in  splendid  troutiog  order,  and  a  fine  rise  of  large 
trout  is  now  daily  seen  all  over  the  river  immediately  the 
fly  hatches  out.  April  and  early  part  of  May  is  the  best 
time  for  day  time  tront  fishing  on  the  Erne. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Kerry  Bivers. — Sport  has  shown  a  decided  improve- 
ment on  all  the  Kerry  rivers  where  anglers  have  been  out 
since  last  report.  Recent  rain  has  put  the  waters  into 
fine  condition,  and  large  numbers  of  new  fish  have  come 
up  in  all  the  principal  waters.  Full  details  of  all  the 
sport  have  not  come  to  hand,  but  the  improvement  seems 
to  have  been  general,  and  the  p-ospects  for  the  coming 
week  are  good  all  round. — T.  J.  D. 

Klllamey. — Sport,  as  anticipated,  has  improved  with 
the  advent  of  April,  bat  it  is  still  backward  compared  with 
past  seasons.  The  prospects,  however,  for  the  coming 
time  are  very  bright  at  time  of  writing,  and  the  probability 
is  that,  in  the  near  future,  the  waters  here  will  show 
something  of  the  old-time  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — We  have  had  some  very  welcome 
rain  since  last  report,  which  has  put  the  river  into 
excellent  fishing  ordar,  A  fine  lot  of  fresh  fish  are 
reported  to  have  passed  over  the  weirs  on  their  way  to  the 
upper  waters.  Since  last  report  the  following  fish  have 
been  landed  .  On  Oak  Grove,  Mr.  G  M.  levers,  111b. ; 
on  Lower  Nettleville,  Mr.  DanRiordan,  101b. ;  on  Leehans 
and  Farran,  Mr.  8.  Haynes,  lUb  ,  81b.,  9Ib.,  Mr.  G.  M, 
levers,  81b.,  Mr.  John  BuUen,  15lb. ;  on  Fargua,  Mr.  H. 
Austen,  lllb.,  121b  ,  Major  Adamson,  lUb.,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Deac  n,  101b. ;  on  Mr.  Bass's  water,  Carrigrohane,  Capt. 
Douglas  Pennant,  81b.,  S.b  ,  Mr.  F.  H.  Bass,  lllb.,  12lb., 
12ib, ;  at  Inniscarra,  Master  Gribble,  81b.,  121b.— 
William  IIay.ve.s  and  Son. 

Iiongh  Corrlb  and  Mask  (Hotel,  Mount  Gable, 
ClonbuT). -  A  change  of  weather  has  set  in,  and  a  heavy 
fall  of  rain,  which  has  improved  the  fishing  on  above  lakes 


and  tributaries  for  the  past  few  days.    Some  nice  trout 
from  lib.  to  31b.  have  been  canght. — J.  A.  J. 
Longli   Cnrrane   (Waterville,   oo.  Kerry).— 

Sport  is  steadily  improving,  though  the  weather,  on  the 
whole,  has  been  against  the  chances  of  suocestfal  angling. 
On  a  couple  of  days  angling  was  practically  out  of  the 
question,  owing  to  rough  water  and  harah  winds.  Mr. 
Sword  had  two  salmcn,  ll^lb.  and  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Sword, 
two  (on  one  day),  131b.  and  101b.  ;  Steve  Huggard,  two 
(on  one  day),  lllb.  and  91b.  Several  fine  brown  trout 
were  had  last  week  by  anglers  while  trolling  for  salmon. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Lonifh  Melviu. — Splendid  sport  was  had  on  this 
grand  lake  during  the  past  week.  Capt.  F.  W.  Jones 
landed  a  handsome  spring  salmon  weighing  lOlb.  on 
March  29  ;  and  another  weighing  121b.  on  30th  ;  and  on 
31st,  two  fine  fresh  ran  salmon,  of  lllb.  and  lOlb. 
respectively  ;  and  on  the  same  day,  Capt.  Jones  also  landed 
a  magnificent  specimen  of  a  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  weighing 
Sjlb.,  and  a  second  trout  (3almo  /ero.c),  2|lb.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Troupe  had  a  fine  day's  sport  on  March  29,  landing  three 
fresh  run  spring  salmon,  of  101b.,  8lb.,  and  81b. 
respectively  :  Mr.  T.  B.  Higson,  on  same  day,  landed  one 
salmon  weighing  9Jlb. ,  and  a  splendid  trout  {Salmo  ferox) 
of  7ilb.  weight.  Mr.  A.  J.  Troupe  landed  a  salmon  of 
91b.  on  March  30,  and  one  of  OJlb.  on  31st.  Capt.  F.  W. 
Jones  landed  a  fresh  run  salmon  we'ghing  lOIb.  on  April  2, 
and  five  brown  trout  weighing  6ilb.  (the  largest  trout 
weighing  2|lb  ).  The  trout  were  taken  trolling.  Mr.  Wm. 
Neely  landed  a  fine  brown  trout  of  41b.  on  April  2  ;  and 
Mr.  G.  Mulhern  landed  a  spring  salmon  of  11  Jib.  on  3rd  ; 
and  Mr.  P.  R.  took  another  salmon  on  same  day  of  SJlb.  ■ 
Trout  fishing  improved  a  little  since  last  report,  but  is  not 
yet  good.  Salmon  angling  is  at  its  best  on  this  lake  now, 
and  good  sport  on  it  is  certain,  as  a  lot  of  fresh  run  salmon 
passed  through  the  river  (Bandrowes)  into  the  lake  since 
last  report. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

IiOUg'li  Neagh.  —  Trout  netting  was  decidedly  poor 
this  week,  few  big  fish  having  been  taken  on  the  Antrim 
sides.  Some  very  fine  bream  were  taken  in  the  trammel 
nets.    Trouting  on  the  tributaries  is  very  poor. — J.  A.  B. 

Monrne  (ICewtonstewart,  oo.  Tyrone).  —  The 
saason  opened  on  the  Mourne  on  the  1st  inst.  with  the 
river  in  good  order.  The  reaches  about  here  are 
exceptionally  well  stocked  with  trout.  Not  for  over  ten 
seasons  has  there  been  sach  a  show  of  trout  in  the  river. 
This  week  Messrs.  Dobson,  Kennedy,  and  M'lltvaine, 
stopping  at  the  Abercorn  Arms,  caught  several  good 
baskets  of  trout.  An  early  salmon  season  is  anticipated. 
Angling  has  also  opened  on  the  Derg,  Glenelly,  Finn,  &c. 
The  season  opened  the  same  day  on  the  Faughan — a  noted 
tront  stream. — J.  A.  B, 

Moy,  Iiangcs  Conn  and  C  alien  (Ballina,  co 
Mayo). — Weather  very  much  against  anglers ;  wind 
changeable.  The  run  of  salmon  at  the  weirs  is  good,  and 
the  pools  in  the  tidal  water  hold  a  good  supply  of  salmon. 
The  kelts  are  nearly  all  gone  to  sea.  Mr.  H,  Birr,  one 
salmon,  13Ib. ;  Mr.  C.  Menton,  one  salmon,  lOjlb. ;  Mr. 
Rooh,  on  the  27ih,  killed  a  151b.  salmon,  and  lost  two  more 
on  the  lough  at  Pontoon  Bridge.  This  is  the  first  salmon 
killed  on  the  lough  this  season.  Trout  rising  badly;  a 
few  jack  were  got  (largest  lllb.). — Pat  Hearnes. 

Quoile  (Annalong,  co,  Down).  —  The  river  is 
ratner  low  and  clear.  In  three  days'  fishing  Mr.  James 
Rndwiok  killed  sixty-nine  trout,  an  ISlb.  salmon,  and  a 
2^1b.  sea  trout  on  the  Annalong  sections.  Sea  trout  are 
running  up  in  fair  numbers. — J.  A.  B. 

Hoe  (Sunavady,  co.  Derry).— The  season  opened  on 
the  Roe  on  Sunday  last,  but  about  this  puritanical  town 
immortalised  by  Thackeray  no  one  went  to  break  the 
Sabbath.  On  Monday  some  fish  were  killed.  Trout  are 
decidedly  scarce,  and  few  were  noted  rising  up  to  date. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Dergr  (Killaloe).— Queen's 
weather  on  the  Shannon  to-day  (Wednesday) ;  brigtit  sun- 
shine, balmy  breezes  from  the  west,  the  fields  emerald 
green,  the  dear  song  birds  delighuog  us  with  their  sweet 
music,  and  the  silvery  salmon  disporting  themselves  adown 
the  pools  and  rapids  in  my  adorable  Shannon.  And,  then, 
have  we  not  amongst  us  on  our  greea  isle  to-day  our 
gracious  and  beloved  Queen  Victoria — England's  most 
glorious  Qaeen — God  bless  her  !  Sport  is  improving. 
Mr.  A.  Parker,  Ballyvalley  House,  Killaloe,  fisbing  by 
invitation  Major  Traberne's  water,  killed  a  sprineer  of 
21lb.  yesterday.  It  was  a  very  pretty  fish.  Mr.  Gilbey 
Tokens,  of  London,  lost  a  good-sized  fish,  and  saw  a  few 
others  rise  on  Mr.  W.  Young's  preserves,  which  he  and 
his  friend,  Mr.  Arthur  W,  BIyth,  have  rented  from 
April  1  to  24th.  They  have  also  taken  my  water  for  same 
peticd.— 8.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).— We  have  now  got  a 
change  to  very  mild  weather — a  most  agreeable  state  of 
affairs  after  the  lonor  spsll  of  harsh,  biting  winds.  On 
Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  one  salmon,  23Ib.,  on 
28oh.  On  Newgarden,  Major  C.  Hayes-Newington  killed  one 
salmon,  271b.,  on  29ch,  and  one  salmon,  19Jlb.,  on  Slst. 
On  Hermitage,  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  3llb.,  on 
28th.  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  W.  F.  Jon°8  killed  one 
salmon,  ISJlb.,  on  Ap'il  2.  Oa  Woodlands  th 3  fishermen 
killed  two  salmon.  13. b.  and  IGlb.,  on  April  3rd.  On  the 
Castle  Fishery,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  kil  ed  one  salmon, 
331b.,  on  April  2.— John  Enright  and  Son, 

SEA  FISHING. 

BalUnskellisfs. — On  favourable  days  good  takes  of 
pollack  have  been  had,  with  some  whicing  and  gurnard. 
Weather  very  wet,  and  fishing  suspended  at  time  of 
writing  —T.  J.  D. 

Ballyoottou, — A  few  anglers  have  been  out  occasion- 
ally, and  have  done  fairly  well  at  pollack.  Owing  to  heavy 
rain,  sea  angling  has  been  abandoned  for  the  present. — 
T.  J.  D.  ^ 


Baltimore. — The  weather  just  now  is  very  rainy,  and 
no  anglers  are  out.  The  mackerel  fishing  around  the  coast 
here  continues  to  give  little  or  no  results. — T.  J.  i). 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).— Sport  has  been  backward 
at  all  fish  usually  had  here  at  this  season,  and  at  time  of 
writing  fishing  in  all  departments  is  suspended  in  con- 
sequence of  heavy  rain. — T.  J.  L). 

Dingle.— Good  takes  of  pollack  and  ling  have  been 
had,  but  for  the  past  few  days  heavy  rains  have  put  a  stop 
to  all  kinds  of  fishing  here. — T.  J.  D. 

Plj mouth.— We  are  getting  near  spring,  and  the 
weather  much  milder,  oons^-quently  we  shall  be  expecting 
the  spring  pollack.  Some  fine  ones  were  caught  last  week 
in  the  Sound,  but  I  cannot  find  out  the  exact  spot.  I  saw 
some  splendid  mackerel  the  day  before  yesterday  that  had 
been  landed  by  one  of  tbe  French  boats  that  make 
Plymouth  their  headquarters  during  the  season.  There 
were  some,  I  should  think,  over  31b.  each,  and  they  were 
in  splendid  condition.  Now  that  the  mackerel  have  made 
their  appearance,  we  shall  soon  have  the  "scad,"  or 
horse  mackerel.  When  they  arrive  they  generally 
stay  with  us  until  the  end  of  September.  They 
are  still  taking  large  quantities  of  grey  mullet 
at  Mellbay  on  rods  and  paternosters  ;  at  times  they  bite 
very  freely,  and  several  dczjn  can  be  caught  in  a  few 
hours  FJat  fish  are  also  well  on  the  feed,  and  are  taken 
with  small  ground  leger  trots,  with  about  four  or  six 
hooks.  In  this  month  also  tnrbot  and  IriU  are  in  the  best 
of  condition.  The  list  of  edible  fish  includes^  trout,  peal, 
salmon,  scad,  mackerel,  conger  eel,  atherine  (smelt), 
thornback,  pouting,  hake,  I  rill,  turbot,  dab,  and  all  shell 
fish.— WiLLiA.M  Hearder  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Ramsg'ate  (Wait  Fier). — Flounders  are  plentiful, 
and  80  are  pollack,  but  they  are  small. — W.  E.  Laker. 


Jingling  fixtures. 

April  9. 

Albion  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers:  A.B.S.  concert. 

Crown  and  Buckland  ;  Visit. 

Islington  Brothers :  Visit. 

South  Bermondsey  ;  Concert. 

United  Brothers  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 
April  10. 

Wimbledon :  Annual  dinner. 
April  11. 

Waltham8!;ow  Brothers :  Concert, 


April  19. — Noith-Eist  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  23. — Anglers' Association  :  Delegate  meeting, 

,,  23. — Kingston  Piscitorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  23.— Twickenham  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  24. — Qaeen's  Piscatorials  ;  Annual  dinner. 

„  25. — St.  Ives  and  District :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  26. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  26. — West  Kensington  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

,,  30.— A. B  S. :  Prize  distribution. 
May    1. — CoUingwood  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,      1. — Welling'-on:  Annual  supper. 
,,      2. — Hounslow  and  Isleworth  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,      3. — Oglander  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,      7. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Annual  supper, 
,,      9. — Royal  George  ;  Annual  supper. 
,,      9. — Walham  Green  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  10. — Peckham  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

„  14. — Cosy  :  Benefit  concert. 

,,  15. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Annaal  dinner. 


Eejrotts  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  viust 
reach  us  not  later  than  SXK  o'clock  on  'rhnrsday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

In  consequence  of  the  Easter  Holidays  the 
Fishiiif/  Gazette  will  be  puhlished  on 
Thursday,  April  12  (instead  of  Friday).  All 
matter  intended  for  insertion  must  arrive 
by  six  o'clock  on  Wednesday  Evening, 
April  11.   

Anglers|  Association.— The  monthly  finance  com- 
mittee meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  eveiiog  next 
(9ch  inst.)  at  8,  and  the  general  at  8.30.  On  account  of 
the  third  Monday  being  Easter  holiday,  the  annual  delegate 
meeting  will  be  postponed  till  April  23. — R.  Ghurxey. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  I  beg  to  ack- 
nowledge, with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  2s.  6d.  as  a  donation 
from  Mr.  Galloway,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green ;  and 
63.  3|d.,  Rose  and  Crown,  St.  Margaret's  ;  Is.  6d.  Railway 
Hotel,  St.  Margaret's;  £1  "s.  4 Jd.,  Southampton,  from 
their  donation  hexes,  "rhere  will  be  no  meeting  on  Good 
Friday.— R.  Ghurney. 

Aliason  Oniced  Brothera'  Angllnff  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex.  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  HiU  Gate.  W.— 
Mr.  Barker  and  C.  Turner,  the  audittrs,  presented  their 
report,  which  was  accepted.  We  are  in  a  scuud  condition 
as  to  finances  and  members,  and  everything  is  going  on 
snimmingly.  The  auditors  and  secretary  weie  heartily 
thanked,  ^  was  also  F,  Wright,  who  was  at  the  Jubilee 
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WORKS  ON  FISH  AND  FISHING 

ACCLIMATISATION  OP  SALMONIDiE  AT  THE  ANTIPODES,  ITS  HISTORY  AND  RESULTS.    By  ARTHUE  NICOLS.    Crown  8vo.,  5s. 
"  AMATEUR  ANGLER,  THE."~AN  AMATEUR  ANGLER'S  DAYS  IN  DOVEDALE.    18mo,  fancy  boards,  la. 
  FRESH  WOODS  AND  PASTURES  NEW.    Fcap.  8vo,  boards,  la. ;  cloth,  Is.  6d. 

  DAYS  IN  CLOVER.    16ino,  boards,  Is.    Illustrated,  gilt  top,  2s.  6d.    Limited  Large  Paper  Edition  of  150  copies,  5a.  net,  all  sold. 

The  above  three  volumes  can  be  had  in  a  case  for  4s.  6d. 

  BY  MEADOW  AND  STREAM:  PLEASANT  MEMORIES  OF  PLEASANT  PLACES.    Illustrated.    16mo,  fancy  boards,  la.;  oloth,  la.  Gd.; 

gilt  top,  2f.  6d.    Edition  de  luxe.    250  copies  on  hand-made  paper,  6s.  net.    25  copies  on  Japanese  vellum,  12s.  net. 
  ON  A  SUNSHINE  HOLYDAY.     Edition  de  luxe,  fcap.  Bvo,  large  paper,  printed  on  handmade  (Van  Gelder)  paper,  pp.  160,  with  16  fuU-page  Illnstrationa, 

printed  on  India  paper  mounted,  half -bound  Roxburgh,  price  63.  net.    (Only  250  printed  for  England  and  America,  numbered  and  signed  by  the  writer.)     Also  Cheap 

Edition,  pott  8vo,  cloth  extra,  Is.  6d. 
AMERICAN  SALMON-FISHERMAN.    By  H.  P.  WELLS.    With  Illustrations,  and  a  Map  showing  the  Location  of  Salmon  Eivers.    8vo,  6s. 
ANGLER'S  STRANGE  EXPERIENCES,  AN.   By  COTSWOLD  ISYS.    Small  4to,  illustrated,  5s.    New  Edition,  3s.  6d. 

ANGLING,  AND  HOW  TO  ANGLE.    A  Practical  Guide  to  Bait  Fishing,  Trolling.  Spinning,  and  Ply  Fishing.    By  J.  T.  BURGESS.    New  Edition.    Revised  and 

brought  down  to  date  by  E.  B.  MAESTON.    Seventy  Diagrams  and  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  240  pp.,  boards,  Is.,  or  cloth  gilt,  28.  6d. 
FISH  AND  FISHING,  NOTES  ON.    By  J.  J.  MANLEY,  M.A.    Illustrated.    Crown  8vo,  10s.  6d.  ;  re-issue,  6s. 

FISHERMAN'S  LUCK  AND  OTHER  UNCERTAIN  THINGS.    By  HENRY  VANDYKE.    Illustrated  by  Sterner,  Smedley,  Eelyea,  and  French.    A  book 

of  woodland  sketches  and  blue-sky  philosophy  similar  to  the  Author's  "  Little  Eivers,"  which  has  been  variously  styled  by  critics  "  the  Complete  Angler  of  to-day," 
that  out-of-door  classic,"  ''a  book  of  the  heart,"  &c.    The  papers  embody  the  reflections  of  a  sympathetic  student  of  nature  and  lover  of  man  in  his  out-of-door 

rambles  and  fireside  leisure.  Some  of  the  themes  are  "  Lovers  and  Landsoape,"  "  Pishing  in  Books,"  and  '•  Who  Owns  the  Mountains  f  "  8vo,  cloth  extra,  8s.  6d.  net. 
"  Does  not  contain  a  dull  or  uniuteresliiig  page.  ....  The  book  contains  charming  illustrations.  .  ,  .  ■  The  whole  book  is  an  antidote  to  gloom  and  hopelessness  ot  every 
kind." — yew  Vorlt  Times. 

FISHING  TACKLE  AND  FISH  HOOKS,  MODERN  IMPROVEMENTS  IN.    By  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL.    With  lUustrationa.  SmaU  Bvo,  28. 

FLY-FISHING  FOR  SALMON,  TROUT,  AND  GRAYLING,  RECOLLECTIONS  OF.    By  EDWARD  HAMILTON.    New  Edition.    Crown  8vo,  6s.  j 
large  paper,  10s.  6d. 

  DRY-FLY  FISHING,  A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO.    By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.    Illustrated.    Crown  8vo,  boards.  Is. 

  FAVOURITE  FLIES  AND  THEIR  HISTORIES.    By  MAEY  OEVIS  MAEBUEY.    Illustrated  by  32  Coloured  Plates  of  Flies.    8vo,  24a, 

  NORTH-COUNTRY  FLIES.    By  T.  PRITT.    With  hand-coloured  Plates  from  the  Author's  Drawings,  Dressings,  &c.    8vo,  IDs.  6d. 

  BRITISH  ANGLING  FLIES.    By  MICHAEL  THEAKSTON.    Illustrated.    Crown  8vo,  5s. 

  THE  FLY-FISHER'S  REGISTER.    By  W.  H.  POPE.    Oblong  4to,  4s. 

FLY-TYING.    By  JAMES  OGDEN.    Crown  8vo,  2s.  6d. 

THE  TROUT  FLY  DRESSER'S  CABINET  OF  DEVICES;  or.  How  to  Tie  Wet  and  Dry  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing.     By  the  late  H.  Gi 

McCLELLAND  ("Athenian"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette).    With  80  Illustrations,  2s.  net. 

'•All  credit  must  be  giren  to  the  publishers  for  produciuff  in  tin  inexpensive  form  a  book  which  should  prove  ot  practical  use  to  the  ever-increa.sing  number  of  those  who  are  desirous  of- 
taking  fish  with  artificial  flies  made  by  their  own  hands." — Field. 

•'It  gives  practically  everything  the  dresser  of  trout  and  grayling  flies  requires." — Bazaar  Sportsinaiis  Siipplemenl. 

"  As  a  treatise  on  the  mech-inical  art  and  methods  of  fly  dressing  the  boon  his  no  equal,  .and  is  simply  invaluable,  both  to  the  amateur  and  the  professional."—  Yorkshire  Weekhi  Post, 
•' This  admirable  work  is  highly  illustrated,  and  should  prove  invaluable  to  every  angler." — Shooting  Times  and  British  Sportsman. 

FLOAT-FISHING  AND  SPINNING  IN  THE  NOTTINGHAM  STYLE.  By  J.  W.  MAETIN,  the  "  Trent  Otter."  Crown  8vo,  boarda,  28. 
HOW  AND  WHERE  TO  FISH  IN  IRELAND.    By  HI  EEGAN.    With  Map  and  Illustrations.    Crown  8vo,  33.  6d. 

MEN  I  HAVE  FISHED  WITH.    Sketches  of  Character  and  Incident  with  Eod  and  Gun,  from  Childhood  to  Manhood,  from  the  Killing  of  little  Fishea  and  Birda 
to  a  Buffalo  Hunt.    By  FEED  MATHEE  ("  Kego-e-Koy  "),  Author  of  "  Adironack  Fishes,"  &c.    Illustrated  with  Portraits.    Demy  8vo,  oloth,  lOs.  6d. 

NEAR  AND  FAR  :  AN  ANGLER'S  SKETCHES  OF  HOME  SPORT  AND  COLONIAL  LIFE.    By  WM.  SENIOE  (<'  Red  Spinner ")    Crown  870, 

cloth,  6s. ;  New  and  Cheaper  Edition,  boards,  2s. 

RIVERSIDE  NATURALIST,  THE.    Notes  on  the  Various  Forms  of  Life  met  with  either  in,  on,  or  by  the  Water,  or  in  its  immediate  vioinity.    By  EDWARD 

HAMILTON,  M.D.    With  Illustrations.    Demy  8vo,  14s. 
SALMON  PROBLEMS.    By  J.  WILLIS  BUND.    Crown  8vo,  3s.  6d.  and  2s.  6d. 

A  HISTORY  OF  SCANDINAVIAN  FISHES.    Described  by  B.  FRIES,  C.  Y.  EKSTROM,  and  C.  SUtfDEVALL.    With  Coloured  Plates  and  numerous  Text 

Illustrations.    Second  Edition,  thoroughly  revised  and  completed  by  Professor  F.  A.  SMITT.    In  Two  Parts.    Price  ^612  123.  net. 

SPORTING  FISH  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.    By  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL.    With  Illustrations  in  Gold  and  Silver,  Colours,  &c.    8vo.  cloth,  ISs. ;  largo 
paper,  Dutch  hand-made,  30s. 

THAMES  AND  TWEED.    By  GEORGE  EOOPER.    Crown  8vo,  cloth,  2s.  6d. 

THAMES,  THE  LOWER  AND  MID:   WHERE  AND   HOW  TO  FISH  IT.     By  F.  H.  AMPHLETT  ("Tempo").    Fully  Illustrated.    With  a  Map 

showing  all  the  Principal  Swims.    Crown  8vo,  paper  covers,  Is. 

TROUT.— DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  HOW  TO  BREED  AND  GROW  THEM.    By  L  STONE.    Fourth  Edition.    Crown  8vo,  128.  6d. 
TROUT  FISHING  IN  RAPID  STREAMS.    By  H.  C.  CUTCLIFFE.    Crown  8vo,  3s.  6d. 

WALTON,  AND  SOME  EARLIER  ANGLING  WRITERS.    By  R.  B.  MAESTON.    Crown  8vo,  4s.  6d. ;  printed  on  hand-made  paper,  7s.  6d. 
WATERSIDE  SKETCHES.    By  WILLIAM  SENIOR  ("  Red  Spinner  ").    Imperial  32mo,  cloth,  Is.  6d. ;  boarda,  la. 

The   Jjea  and   Dove   Illustrated   Edition,   being  the   100th   Edition  of 

THE  COMPLEAT  ANGLER.    By  Izaak  Walton  and  Charles  Cotton. 

Edited  by  B.  B.  MABSTOIT,  Editor  ef  the  Fishing  Oazetie. 
Edition  de  Lnze,  2  vols,  royal  quarto,  in  full  morooeo,  TEH  aUINEAS  Wet.        |       Deiii7  Quarto  Edition,  2  vols,  half-bound  in  moroooo,  FIVE  QVIVHAB  N«t, 
The  whole  of  the  type  of  this  Edition  has  been  distributed  and  the  full-page  Copper-plates  destroyed. 


I 


Standard.—"  Never  has  Walton  boon  more  honoured— these  noble  volumes 
Pield.— "  A  truly  migniacent  edition— a  triumph  of  flrst-class  work  in  every  department." 
Scotsman.—"  The  most  desirable  edition  of  Waltan  that  has  been  offered  to  the  public." 


Athenaeum. — "  In  all  respects  a  crowning  work  of  the  kind." 

Pall  Mali  Gazette. — "This  magniQcent  edition  is  second  in  interest  to  no  predecessor." 
Daily  Teletrraph.— "  No  more  magnifloent  tribute  has  ever  been  paid  to  the  name  and 
fame  of  an  English  classic  than  this." 


Loudon:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited. 


Jo  M(;ssr.s\  Strmjj.fon  Loir,  Mnrston  and  Coiiijiaiti/,  Liinlfctl, 

iS7.  VuHstutt'x  llonse,  Fvitrr  Lane,  E.C.,  London. 

I'li'O.sc  sujipli/  iiir  irltli  

ot  £...  ..us  fer  List  of  AixjUtuj  Books. 
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visit.  The  committee  will  meet  on  April  11  to  settle  some 
important  buain^ss  left  over  from  the  't:h,  when  I  hope  to 
see  a  muster. — Bex. 

▲lm»  AaffUxig  Sooi6t7.  Ooaoh  and  Horses,  Porta- 
month-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — At  our  last  meeting 
a  deal  of  business  was  carried.  The  following  o£Soers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  season  :  Messrs.  Ucting  and 
Smart,  chairman  and  vice-chairman  ;  Mr.  Hall,  treasurer  ; 
Messrs.  Drew,  sen.,  and  Boothby,  delegates  to  Central 
Association  ;  and  Mr.  Chambers, secretary. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothexs'  Anglings  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-street,  Fiusbury. — We  had  a  good 
meeting  or  members  on  Wednesday  last.  Oar  forty- 
sixth  annual  sapper  of  members  and  friends  will  take  place 
on  Monday,  May  7.  Members  please  attend  next  Wednes- 
da7_  for  important  business.  On  Wednesday  last  oar 
Mciety  voted  10s.  6d.  towards  Central  re-stocking  fund. 
I  hope  other  clubs  will  also  respond. — G.  Haynes. 

ABolior  and  Hope  Angling'  Society,  Dnke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — At  the  weekly  meeting  Mr.  Cannar 
was  re-elected  chairman  for  the  ensuing  quarter.  The 
balance-sheet  being  presented  and  adopted  proved  the  club 
to  be  in  a  sound  financial  condition,  with  a  good  balance 
carried  forward.  Vote  of  thanks  accorded  the  auditors. 
Notice  of  motion  given  concerning  a  proposed  important 
alteration  in  the  rules,  a  special  general  meeting  to  be 
convened  for  April  18. — W. 

Battcxaea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.  —  Our  general  meeting 
took  place  on  April  3.  The  following  gentlemen  were 
elected :  Messrs.  A_.  Dejonge,  secretary ;  Dring,  chair- 
man ;  E.  Guy,  assistant-secretary ;  Hersent,  treasurer. 
The  following  were  elected  on  the  committee  :  Messrs. 
Thomas,  Hudson,  G.  Stevens,  G.  Hall,  and  G.  Smeed. 
Onr  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  May  15  ;  tickets  23.  6d. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday. — A. 

'  Dl  'ONGE. 

Battanea  Piscatorial  Society,  Lord  Banelagh, 
Verona-street,  Battersea. — Will  members  please  note  that 
'  next  week  is  annual  night,  when  all  contributions  must  be 
paid  in,  and  donors  of  prizes  will  oblige  by  sending  in  same 
as  soon  as  possible  ? — T.  Trikghaji. 

Blackfrlars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Sonthwark-street,  S.E. — Will  members  turn  up  and  settle 
any  arrears  they  may  owe  and  attend  to  club  business,  as 
season  i  j  nearly  up,  and  should  like  to  bring  off  supper  and 
distribution  at  an  early  date. — WHEELHorsE  f' 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Netting  Hill. — We  have  decided  to 
hold_  a  general  meeting  on  Wednesday,  April  25,  to  alter 
and  improve  rules,  and  other  impoitant  business.  I  hope 
all  members  will  attend  if  possible.  We  made  Mr.  George 
Young  a  working  member  on  Wednesday  last,  and,  that 
being  quarter  night,  we  found  we  had  a  nice  little  balance 
in  hand,  which  is  very  satistactory  for  a  club  which  is  only 
six  months  old.  Four  of  our  members,  including  your 
humb!e  ssrvant,  went  to  the  Lychnobite  smoker  on 
Saturday  last,  and  spent  a  most  enjoyable  evening. — C.  C. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  Sociat;^,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— Wednesday  next, 
April  11,  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  all  members  are 
particularly  requested  to  attend. — T.  Paternoster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road. — The  quarterly  meeting  of  this  association 
was  held  on  Monday  evening  last,  there  being  a  large 
attetdance  of  members.  Some  very  impoitant  business 
was  dealt  with,  notably  the  alteration  of  meeting  night 
from  Monday  to  Tuesday  evening  (which  members  please 
note).  It  was  also  decided  to  charge  an  entrance  fee  of 
2s.  6d.  to  new  members  in  the  future.  Two  deputations 
were  appointed  to  attend  to  two  important  matters,  and  it 
was  also  arranged  to  have  a  trout  and  pike  competition 
shortly,  and  also  an  open  competition  on  Whit  Monday, 
the  arrangements  for  which  will  be  made  later.  One 
member  who  takes  a  very  active  interest  in  the  association 
announced  that  he  had  made  arrangements  with  a  gentle- 
man for  the  rnembars  to  fish  the  ponds  on  his  land,  and,  as 
it  is  within  easy  reach  of  the  club-room,  and  there  being 
some  very  good  fish  in  them,  they  will  be  highly  appre- 
ciated by  the  members.  The  nomination  of  a  new 
member  and  the  presentation  of  two  guineas  to  the  prize 
fund  brought  a  most  successful  meeting  to  a  close. — T. 
Tak.ner. 

Cambrldga  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  April  1,  but 
only  looking  at  the  trout,  not  hooking  at  them,  as  there  are 
none  to  record  yet.  We  hold  a  bohemian  concert  on 
Monday,  April  9,  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  funds,  when  all 
anglers  and  friends  are  cordially  invited,  sweetheirts  and 
wives  also ;  if  you  haven't  got  one,  find  one  for  thh  night 
only.  Chairman,  H.  Everett ;  vice,  C.  Wicks.  Should 
like  to  see  some  of  the  absent  members  attend  and  clear 
the  books,  and  hand  over  prizes  promised.  I  beg  to 
acknowledge  receipt  of  10a.  6d.,  prize  from  J.  Eaton,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street. — P.  Loft. 

Central  Association  Visiting  List.— The  return 
visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Islington  Brothers  A.S., 
held  at  the  Myddleton  Arms,  Canonbary-road,  N.,  on 
Monday  next,  April  9.  This  society  certainly  deserve  to 
be  well  supported. — W. 

Clerkeuwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Crown 
and  Bnckliod  A. 8.,  at  the  Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell 
Green,  on  Monday,  April  9.  The  prize  fund  concert  will 
take  place  at  the  St.  George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street- 
road,  on  Monday,  April  .30.  Programmes  can  be  had  of 
the  secretaries  of  clubs  on  the  list.  The  competition  in 
connecticn  with  the  above  will  take  place  at  Amberley  on 
June  17.  Money  prizes  to  a  considerable  amount  will  be 
fished  for,  as  our  financial  poeition  is  good. — F.  Castell. 

Colllngwood  Anjgllng  Soolety.  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfnars-road,  S.E. — Our  annual  dinner 


will  be  on  Tuesday,  May  1.  Our  president,  Mr.  J. 
Jeffrey  ("  Straw  Hat "),  will  take  the  chair.  Now 
then,  Collingwoodites,  buck  up  !  Our  sea  outing  resultad 
in  Mr.  B.  Elsey,  Ist;  Mr.  K.  W.  Ball,  2ud ;  Mr.  J. 
Jarrett,  3rd;  Mr.  W.  Poole,  4th;  Mr.  C.  Poole,  5th. 
Balance  sheet  is  audited  and  passed.  Will  all  members 
and  friends  who  have  given  prizes  please  send  them  in  as 
soon  as  possible  ?— P.  P.  S<)K(iK. 

Cosy  Angling  aoolety.  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Grate,  S.W. — At  our  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
((uarter.  It  was  also  arranged  to  hold  a  smoking  concert 
on  May  1  in  aid  of  one  of  onr  membcrj,  Mr.  G.  Holman, 
who  has  been  in  ill-health  for  some  time,  and  is  now  in 
need  of  assistance.  I  hops  brother  anglers  will  assist. — J. 
White. 

Covent  Oarden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C. — A  special  meeting  has  been 
called  for  April  8  to  decide  about  supper  night,  &c. 
Members  please  note — 9  o'clock  sharp. — T.  Brassey. 

Balston  Angling  Society.  Browniow  Arms, 
'  Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  April  3  there  was  a  very 
small  attendance,  and,  in  consequence,  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  postponed  until  Tuesday, 
the  10th,  when  members  are  requested  to  attend,  as  it  is 
very  important  that  the  election  should  take  place ;  also 
the  proposed  alteration  of  rules  discussed. — S.  Malby. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  Netting  Hill,  W. — Since  my  last  report 
our  quarterly  balance-sheet  has  been  passtd  as  correct, 
and  the  funds  found  in  a  very  satisfactory  state.  We  had 
a  large  muster  of  members  last  meeting  night,  and  got 
through  a  lot  of  business.  Mr.  P.  Harley  was  proposed  as 
a  working  member.  I  hope  members  will  try  to  attend 
next  Tuesday  to  arrange  an  A.B.S.  concert. — G.  King. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On  the  third 
quarterly  night  Mr.  Mowl  was  elected  chairman,  and  Mr. 
ISmithson  vice.  Will  members  come  up  next  Tuesday  and 
arrange  for  our  suppsr  ?  also  other  most  important 
business,  viz.,  raising  tne  size  of  fish  for  weighing-in,  &c. 
We  made  a  new  member,  Mr.  T.  Lee.  We  have  room 
for  more.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  can  see  rules 
at  the  house  any  time. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich. — Our  last  smoker  of  the  season 
took  place  on  April  4,  the  talent  being  Al,  but  the 
audience  sma'l,  owing  to  onr  president,  Mr.  Dowsett, 
being  laid  up  with  bronchitis,  and  whose  absence  was 
much  regretted  by  the  company.  Mr.  Church  took  the 
chair.  Songs  were  sung  by  Messrs.  Harry  Knight, 
Crowley,  Butler,  Fleming,  Lambert,  Payne,  Woollard, 
Dupere,  &c.  The  feature  of  the  evening  was  the  glee 
singing  by  the  Lydian  Glee  Singers,  and  which  was  much 
enjoyed  by  the  members.  The  room  was  prettily  decorated 
by  our  host.  The  concert  terminated  at  midnight  by  the 
singing  of  the  National  Anthem. — J.  D. 

Harconrt  Angling  Soolety,  Haroonrt  Arms, 
Haroourt-street,  N.W. — I  wish  to  inform  members  that 
there  is  a  lot  of  business  to  be  done  in  a  very  short  time, 
such  as  the  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes,  and,  above 
all,  the  squaring  up  of  the  books,  and  we  shall  want  the 
co-operation  of  the  members  to  bring  this  to  the  desired 
end,  so  I  must  ask  them  to  come  up  and  help  us  so  that 
we  may  make  a  clear  start  in  the  coming  season. — A.  E.  P. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Soolety,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Will  members  kindly 
attend  on  Wednesday  next,  as  we  have  some  special 
business  to  attend  to  as  our  annual  supper  takes  place  on 
May  7  ?  Will  you  attend,  as  I  would  like  to  hear  the  views 
of  members  on  certain  private  business  ? — H.  Bagshaw. 

Highbnry  AngUng  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  ToUington-road,  Holloway,  N.— At  a  well-attended 
meeting  last  Wednesday  an  important  addition  was  made 
to  Rule  14,  and  the  standand  for  medals  for  the  following 
fish  were  raised  to  :  Trout,  61b. ;  trout  taken  on  fly,  31b.  ; 
and  bream,  51b.  There  was  a  small  alteration  also  made 
in  Rule  28,  all  of  which  are  posted  in  the  club  room.  On 
April  14  the  prizes  will  be  awarded  for  the  past  season, 
and  a  date  fixed  for  the  annual  supper  and  distribution. — 
E.  Wymer. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 

Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — About  thirty 
members  were  present  on  April  4.  Jlr.  John  Ramsey  took 
the  chair.  Three  new  members  were  elected,  and  another 
one  proposed  for  election  next  week.  The  rest  of  the 
evening  was  spent  in  harmony  ;  among  the  most  enjoyable 
itenis  may  be  mentioned  the  whistling  solos  of  Mr,  Alfred 
Smith,  and  the  admirable  rendition  of  '  Close  to  the 
Threshold  "  and  "  Mary  of  Argyle  "  by  Mr.  John  Morgan. 
— J.  M.  Brougham. 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E. — Will  members  endeavour 
to  be  present  on  Tuesday,  April  10,  to  select  gross  weight 
prizes  ?  Mr.  B.  Marlow  was  elected  a  working  member.— 
Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton Arms,  Canonbury-road.— On  Tuesday,  Mr.  A.  Ohallis 
in  the  chair,  the  delegate  gave  in  his  report  from  the 
Central  Association.  Our  return  visit  on  that  list  takes 
place  on  Monday  next.  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  it  clashes 
witb  other  clubs,  but  we  must  take  the  will  for  the  deed, 
and  I  hope_ those  secretaries  who  have  not  leceived  a  post- 
card will  kindly  accept  this,  and  try  and  give  us  a  bumper. 
— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington.— Our  last  meeting  being  our 
annuil  quarterly  night,  we  arranged  the  usual  business 
and  our  election  of  officers.  Will  membjrs  please  attend 
at  their  earliest  convenience,  to  clear  the  books  and 
arrange  for  the  supper  ?— G.  Be\<  e. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street,  Pentonville,  N.— A  special  meeting  is 


called  for  Wednesday  next,  April  11,  to  ktTtage  -lute  for 
our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes,  and  other 
important  buBiaess.  I  hope  all  members  will  -Jo  tbeir  best 
to  attend  on  this  occasion  ;  to  start  at  nine  o'clock  sharp. 
— W.  Watling. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  April  11 
a  special  meeting  will  take  place.  Hope  that  all  of  our 
members  will  try  to  attend,  as  some  important  business  is 
to  be  done.  Our  annual  supper  takes  place  on  April  19. — 
G.  Taylor. 

Peokham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 

Castle,  Cator-street.  I'eckham. — The  twenty-second  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  May  10. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  the  club  meeting,  as  we 
intend  to  revise  the  rules  daring  the  close  ssason. — G. 
Etiieringi  ON. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  the  3rd  inst.,  the 
annual  general  meeting  was  held^  when  the  balance-sheet 
was  read  and  passed  as  very  catisfactory.  The  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  year  :  C.  Shepherd,  treasurer  ; 
E.  Malton,  clerk  of  the  sciles  ;  and  Geo.  Keene,  secretary. 
The  following  were  elected  for  the  first  quarter:  J. 
Gillson,  chairman  ;  C.  W.  Matthie,  sub-secretary  ;  Messrs. 
A.  Beaver  and  K.  Malton,  auditors;  and  Messrs.  C. 
Shepherd  and  W.  Price,  delegates.  I  beg  to  remind 
members  and  friends  that  the  dinner  tickets  for  24th  inst,, 
can  be  obtained  by  applying  at  the  club-house. — G.  K. 

Soyal  Oeorge  A,ngling  Soolecy,  (Queen's  iu-ms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square. — On  April  4  we  got  through 
the  business  of  settlement  of  supper  and  our  prize  list  for 
the  season.  Members  and  friends  who  have  offered  prizes 
will  oblige  by  sending  them  in  at  once.— .J.  Gibbons. 

South  Bermondsey  Fiscatorials,  institute, 
Rotherhithe  New-road,  8.B.— On  Friday  last  Mr.  W. 
Streeton  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  fish  (roach  and  bream), 
this  being  the  last  I  have  to  record  for  the  wind-up  of  the 
season.  I  hope  all  members  will  be  present  on  Friday  as 
we  have  important  business  in  hand ;  also  do  not  forget 
Monday  night  to  show  up  in  strong  force  and  support  our 
old  friend  Bpack. — J.  H.  Dames. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Bhodes- 
well-road.  Stepney,  E. — A  special  meeting  will  be  held  of 
the  members  on  April  20.  I  trust  all  the  members  will 
attend,  as  important  business  will  be  transacted. — W.  B. 

Stfiidial  angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — At  the  adjourned  special 
meeting  the  meeting  was  very  small,  and  the  decision  of 
the  last  meeting  was  adhered  to — to  remove  clubhouse  j 
therefore  members  are  requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday's 
meeting  for  final  arrangements  to  be  made  as  to  selection 
of  new  clubhouae. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Twickenham  Pisoatonal  Society,  Railway  Hotel, 
Twickenham. — At  our  meeting  on  Monday  last  it  was 
decided  to  hold  our  first  annual  dinner  on  April  23.  A 
committee  has  been  formed  to  carry  out  the  arrangements. 
We  opened  the  collecting  box  for  the  "  Fishitig  Gazette 
Tobacco  Fund,"  and  I  am  pleased  to  forward  you  10s, 
collected  from  same. — Geo.  Barrow. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — On  Monday,  April  9,  we 
have  our  distribution  of  prizes  and  an  illustrated  lantern 
lecture,  entitled  "  Fishing  and  Holiday  Trips  by  the.South- 
Eastern  Railway,"  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Wade  (secretary  of  the 
Central  Association  of  London  Anglers),  and  a  grand 
concert.— P.  H.  Beak. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fnlham-roa,d,  S,W. — A  very  good  meeting, 
and  Mr.  Glass  resumes  duty  as  secretary.  We  should  like 
a  very  full  muster  next  week,  as  we  have  most  important 
business  to_  transact.  WiU  donors  of  prizes  kindly  com- 
municate with  onr  secretary  as  early  as  convenient,  as  we 
wish  to  have  our  prize  list  in  the  printer's  hands  as 
speedily  as  possible  ?  Our  annual  dinner  is  fixed  for 
May  9.  _  Our  delegates  gave  a  report  from  the  Central 
Association,  and  we  congratulate  anglers  generally  on  the 
action  taken  by  the  association  during  the  close  season. — 
W.  W.  D. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — At  our  last  meeting  a  vote  of  sympathy  was 
passed  to  the  widow  of  our  late  secretary,  Mr.  W.  Harden. 
Will  members  attend  next  meetiag,  as  we  have  important 
business?— H.  Heir. 

West  Kensington  Park  Angling  Society,  Bird- 
in-Hand,  Masborough-road,  W.— Our  weekly  meeting  took 
place  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  when  the  usual  business 
was  transacted,  there  baing  a  good  muster.  Mr.  J. 
Talbot  was  elected  chairman ;  Mr.  Robert  BaJdry,  vice- 
chairman  ;  Mr.  E.  J.  Thetford,  treasurer;  and  Mr.  W.  A. 
Long,  re-elected  secretary  for  the  ensuing  quarter ;  also 
the  following  gentlemen  for  the  committee  :  Messrs. 
Reffel,  0.  Baldry,  G.  Baldry,  Salter,  and  Thurlby.  We 
had  the  pleasure  of  making  an  honorary  member  and  three 
working  members.  We  hold  a  grand  A.B.S.  smoker  on 
Thursday  night,  April  26.— W.  A.  Long. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs,  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W,C, 

5155,  John  Alexander  Duthir,  Reform  -  street, 
Dundee,  "Improvements  in  and  relating  to 
herring  fishing  boats," 
25,228,  Fishing.  Patentees :  Messrs.  E.  Bacon  and 
G.  Jackson,  both  of  Fish  Docks,  Grimsby, 
Lincolnshire,  relates  to  trawling  gear.  Otter 
boards  are  fitted  with  metal  slippers,  made 
thicker  and  deeper  at  the  middle,  which  may 
be  either  bolted  on  in  sections  or  in  one 
piece. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[April  7,  1900 


Is  consequence  of  the  Eister  Holidays  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  te  pnhlished  on  Thnrsday,  April  12  (inttead 
of  Friday).  All  matter  intended  for  ineertion  mast  arrive 
by  6  o'clock  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  11. 


Mr.  Caeter  Platts,  angling  editor  of  the  Yorkshire 
WeeMy  Post,  sends  me  a  new  trout  fly,  which  he  has 
chrletened  the  "  Khaki  Gent."  It  is  a  business-like 
looking  sort  of  a  chap,  and  like  his  prototype  in  South 
Africa,  it's  when  he  gets  to  close  quarters  and  gives  them 
the  steel  that  he  does  meat  execution.  I  reckon  if  he  has 
half  the  kiUing  powers  of  hia  brother  "  Tommy  "  there 
will  be  heavy  baskets  and  "  orfel  sloiter  "  among  the  trout 
when  he  gets  fairly  to  work.  These  "  khaki "  gentlemen 
are  to  be  obtained  from  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds,  at  23.  per  dozen,  dressed  both  on  gut  and 
eyed  hooks.  The  whole  of  the  profits  will  be  devoted  to 
the  "  Daily  Mail  War  Fund." 

"  I'm  a  "  Tommy  "  on  a  fieh  hock,  if  so  be  I'm  arst  to 
tell, 

I'm  a  pretty  fly,  and  Atkins — lor !  he's  pretty  fly  as 
well; 

I'm  a  killer  (so  is  Tommy),  with  a  touch  of  lyddite  stain, 
DreEsed  in  khaki,  and  steel-hearted  (so  is  Tommy)  s'elp 
me,  Jane." 

"Carter  PJatts  Copper"  and  "Carter  Platts  Fancy," 
two  flies  that  were  introduced  last  year,  have  now  become 
standard  patterns,  and  are  well  worthy  of  a  plice  in  every 
angler's  fly  book.  I  hope  to  put  them  to  the  test  very 
shortly. 

The  hon.  secretary  cf  Ih?  Hounslow  and  Isleworth 
Pitcitorial  Society  (Mr.  J.  M.  Brougham)  annonnces  that 
their  first  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  May  2,  at  the 
Prince  Regent  Hotel,  Hounslow.  He  has  sent  me  an 
invitation,  and  I  hope  to  be  present. 

 >»> ♦<  

The  Eecond  annual  fishing  tackle  trades  dinner  was  held 
on  Thursday  evening,  April  5,  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant. 
There  was  a  full  attendance.  Mr.  Samuel  AUoook  ably 
presided,  ani  Mr.  Harold  Bartleet  was  his  vis-d-vim  Mr. 
Frank  Clay,  of  Carter's,  is  to  be  complimented  upon  the 
saccess  he  achieved.  Good  viands,  good  music,  good 
company— what  more  can  one  wish  ?  A  full  account  of 
this  most  interesting  fanction  will  appear  next  week. 


An  angler  was  drowned  when  sea  fishing ;  his  body  was 
recovered,  and  "  R.I. P."  placed  on  his  tombstone.  His 
little  son  was  asked  what  those  letters  meant?  He 
replied,  "  Return  if  possible." 


Place  136  roach  in  sixteen  separate  lots,  each  lot 
containing  a  different  quantity  to  the  others,  and  arrange 
the  eixteen  lots  in  a  equare 


in  such  a  manner  that  whether  counted  upwards,  down- 
wards, sideways,  or  corner  ways,  or  each  of  the  four 
corner  squares 

•  • 

the  quotient  will  be  exactly  the  same. 


Me.  Baugh  writes :  "  A  curious  collision  took  place  on 
Monday  afternoon  on  the  highway  near  the  angling  station 
of  Llanymynech.  It  appears  that  a  rabbi^t  was  being 
chaeed  by  a  dog,  and  finding  him  in  too  close  proximity  to 
be  pleasint,  ehe  bolted  on  to  the  highway  exactly  opposite 
to  a  gentleman  walking  along  it.  The  rabbit  attempted  to 
leap  over  the  head  of  the  pedestrian,  but  only  succeeded  in 
reaching  his  shoulder,  and  fell  back  on  the  road.  The 
gentleman  managed  to  place  cna  foot  on  the  rabbit's  body, 
but  in  doing  so  lost  his  balance  and  fell  on  his  back  on  the 
road,  and  "bunny,"  taking  advantage  of  the  accident, 
dashed  off  into  a  burrow  near  at  hand,  and  so  escaped 
being  made  into  a  pie.  All  this  occurred  in  almost  an 
inatant  of  time,  acd  it  is  a  matter  of  great  doul>t  which  of 
the  colliding  parties  waa  the  most  astonished." 

 >»»♦<  

Me.  Romeet  Aetiide  announces,  at  the  Princess's 
Theatre,  a  epecial  matini'e  on  Easter  Monday  of  the 
famous  drama,  "  It's  Never  Too  Late  to  Mend,"  with  Mr. 
Charles  Warner  in  hia  old  part  of  Tom  Robinson. 


In  previous  issues  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
claims  made  by  Mecars.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  Redditch,  for 
their  Hercules  gut  casts,  end  on  several  occasions  in- 
etacces  have  been  recorded  of  exceptional  work  done  by 
these  casts.  A  Newport  angler  sends  an  interestiog 
account  of  the  way  in  which  he  landed  a  salmon  weighing 
between  81b.  and  Dlb.,  whilst  fiebiug  in  the  Usk,  in  Mon- 
monthahire,  in  heavy  water,  with  a  2x  Hercules  cabt,  after 
playing  the  fish  for  about  twenty  miuatea.  On  the  same 
day  a  friend  of  hia  waa  succceeful  in  landing  another  fish 
about  the  same  weight  with  a  similar  catt.  Unfortunately 
the  regulations  compelled  the  anglers  to  return  the  fish  to 
the  water. 

MiKS  AN.NAUKr.  GEA'i,  the  well-known  authoress  of 
"  Forbidden  Banns,"  *'  Comrades,"  and  many  other 
poDular  novels,  has  another  romance  in  the  press,  entitled 
"The  Myatic  Number  Seven."  Itreveala  the  intidious 
cfTectH  of  a  bad  but  beautiful  woman  on  a  man's  character. 


The  title  depends  upon  the  occult  nature  of  the  plot,  and 
the  tragic  end  luridly  portraya  the  wages  of  sin. 


I  HEAE  that  the  trout  are  "  on  the  move  "  at  Barton 
Mills,  near  Mildeohall.  I  am  anxious  to  sample  some  of 
the  fine  fellows  which  abound  in  the  river  Lark.  Mr.  C. 
Carver,  a  newly-appointed  river  bailiff,  has  ciptured  a  fine 
otter  close  to  the  Jack  Tree  Staunch.  It  weighed  18Jlb,, 
and  measnred  3ft.  9in. 


Me.  S.  J.  Sheen  writes :  "  I  am  sending  you  these  few 
lines  to  tell  you  that  Mr.  G.  H.  Field,  for  many  years  con- 
nected with  the  fishing  world  and  its  kindred  societies, 
after  a  short  illness,  passed  away  on  March  27,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four,"  [Mr.  G.  H.  Field  was  beloved  by  every 
angler  in  little  London.  This  is  what  was  said  of  him  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  some  years  ago :] 

"  Mr.  G.  H.  Field  has  been  a  member  of  the  South 
London  Angling  Society  for  seventeen  years  (president 
moat  of  the  time,  and  treasurer  for  the  past  six  years). 
He,  in  conjunction  with  the  late  Mr.  Allen,  founded  the 
South  London  United  Visiting  List.  He  is  a  trustee  of 
the  Anglers'  Association  ana  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society,  and  steward  to  the  latter.  No  man  was  ever 
more  ready  or  willing  to  serve  on  a  deputation  or  visit 
waters  (with  a_  view  to  renting,  &c.)  for  the  Anglers' 
Association  at  hia  own  time  and  expense.  He  was  recently 
presented  with  an  illuminated  address  and  album  by  his 
society  as  a  testimonial  of  tbe  respect  in  which  he  is  held 
by  all  the  members  of  his  society.  Comparisons  are 
odious  (it  is  said) ;  but  if  ever  a  really  philanthropic  angler 
existed,  it  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 


"  March  winds  and  April  showers  bring  forth  May 
flowers."  It  may  not  be  pleasant  to  sit  on  the  banks  of  a 
river  during  a  heavy  shower,  but  it  is  as  well  to  be 
provided  with  "  shelter."  A  friend  from  the  north  of 
England  has  just  shown  me  a  very  servlcable  umbrella, 
which  will  be  sent  free  to  any  address  on  recaipt  cf  33.  9d. 
on  application  to  J.  B.  Parker,  Broom  Close,  Shefiield. 
This  umbrella  has  a  straight  handle,  and  can  be  packed 
amongst  your  rods.  There  is  no  doubt  about  its  giving 
you  "  ehelter,"  for  it  is  26iin.  across,  and  has  steel  ribs, 
and  is  covered  with  "  Gloria  "  silk.    Sic  transit  gloria  ! 


The  annual  dinner  cf  the  B  S.A.S.  at  the  Frascati  was 
a  splendid  entertainment.  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle,  E.C.B., 
was  in  the  chair,  and  M.  J.  Wrench  Towse  in  the  vice- 
chair.  In  addition  to  a  capital  dinner  there  was  an 
excellent  programme  of  music.  The  Deal  Corporation 
Challenge  Cup  and  medals  to  winners  in  the  1899  compe- 
tition were  distributed  by  the  chairman.  I  was  very 
pleased  to  see  Mr.  Ned  Hanger  present.  Host  Cooksey, 
of  the  Rainbow  Tavern,  acted  as  toast-master  in  a  style 
that  pleased  everybody.  He  stepped  up  and  volunteered, 
as  he  did  not  care  to  hear  English  toasts  given  out  with  a 
German  accent. 


The  Cambridge^  Heath  Brothers  announce  a  grand 
Bohemian  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  funds  on  Monday, 
Apri  9.  The  chair  will  be  taken  at  8  30,  and  ladies  are 
cordially  invited. 

— • — t  »  ♦  »  <  

AccoEDiNO  to  the  Yarmouth  Mercury  "  A  remarkable 
catch  has  been  made  by  Mr.  T.  Gostage,  a  well-known 
local  sea  angler.  On  the  IGth  instant  Mr.  Gostage  was 
fishing  from  the  pier  when  he  hooked  and  landed  a 
codling,  which  bore  unmistakable  traces  of  having  escaped 
the  jawB  of  a  larger  fish,  for  teeth  marks  were  plainly 
visible  on  the  body  of  the  codling.  The  resulting 
deformity  did  not  commend  the  catch  to  Mr.  Gostago,  so 
he  returned  the  unfortunate  codling  to  its  native  element. 
A  week  later  Mr.  Uoatage  was  angling  at  the  same  spot, 
with  the  eame  rod  and  line,  when,  greatly  to  his  surprise, 
he  again  hooked  and  landed  the  same  codling  he  had 


thrown  overboard  on  the  16th.  There  could  he  no 
doubting  the  extraordinary  incident — the  much  wounded 
codling  was  too  plainly  scarred  for  that.  Once  again  Mr. 
Gostage  treated  his  captive  mercifully  and  returned  it  to 
the  water,  with  wishes  that  better  lack  would  attend  its 
future  career." 

 >  »  »  *  <  

The  Angler's  Record  for  March  is  to  hand,  and  contains, 
in  addition  to  the  usual  interesting  items  of  news,  a  very 
humorous  article  on  "  Ye  Chub,"  by  R  Crabtree.  As  a 
supplement,  "  our  vice-president,"  Mr.  Tom  Foxcroft,  is 
given,  and  who  appears  to  be  highly  appreciated  amonga: 
the  "  amalgamation."  An  exhibition  of  specimen  fish:' 
being  arranged  by  Mr.  Roach,  of  Leeds  and  Manchester^ 
to  be  held  at  the  Palatine  Hotel.  It  will  be  opened  on 
May  21,  and  remain  open  for  a  week. 


My  friend.  Dr.  Brownfield  Bateman,  sailed  on  Saturday 
in  the  CarisbrooTc  Castle,  for  the  Cape.    I  had  thV 
pleasure  of  seeing  him  off,  after  an  excellent  lunch  and  a 
parting  drink.    The  doctor's  berth  was  an  interestim 
study  of  rods,  booms,  patent  tackle,  artificial  baits,  &c. 
hope  he  will  be  able  to  send  some  interesting  accounts 
his  prowess.    The  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  on  the  sami 
"  boat,"  and  I  trust  he  will  have  a  safe  journey,  and  come 
back  to  U3  covered  with  glory  ! 


I 


At  the  Royal  Aquarium,  where  the  biog;raph  picttires 
of  the  great  fight  have  scored  a  tremenions  success,  a 
further  attraction  is  announced  for  next  Tuesdav, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  when  the  Collie  Club  and  Old 
English  Sheep  Dog  Club  will  hold  their  loth  united  show. 
This  will  be  a  free  display,  and  as  the  amount  offered  in 
prizes  and  specials  is  very  large,  there  should  be  a  graad 
attendance.  The  Easter  programme^  I  hear,  will  be  pro- 
digious. 

 >»♦■»<  

Tee  Northumbrian  Anglers'  Federation's  bailiff  reports 
that  the  Coquet  is  at  present  in  splendid  order  for  angling. 
Mr.  Elliott,  of  Felton,  on  Wednesday  last,  caught  two 
fine  yellow  trout,  one  weighing  2lb.  2az.,  and  the  other 
lib.,  both  fish  being  in  excellent  condition.  Mr.  Watson, 
of  Newcastle,  on  the  same  day,  caught  a  very  fiine  sea 
trout.  The  prospects  for  anglers  at  present,  on  ths 
Coquet,  never  looked  better. 


The  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  of  the  St. 
Ives  and  District  A.S.  will  be  held  on  Wednesday, 
April  18.  The  president  (Mr.  W.  Dendy  Sadler  will 
occupy  the  chair,  supported  by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  the 
Mayor,  ex-Mayor,  the  Hon.  A.  E.  Fellowes,  and  many 
other  jolly  good  fellows.  The  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  E.  Colh'n* 
son)  is  working  hard  to  make  the  occasion  a  success,  and 
without  a  doubt  it  will  be.  I  note  from  the  double-crown 
poster  that  many  London  anglers  are  to  be  present.  The 
St.  Ives  Club  have  some  good  waters,  and  I  wish  them 
every  success. 

One  of  the  curious  things  about  the  methods  of  modem 
war  correspondence  is  well  shown  in  the  April  Scribner'f:, 
where  H.  J.  Whigham's  article  on  the  battle  of  Magers- 
fontein  appears  richly  illustrated  with  photographs  which 
were  developed,  printed,  and  engraved  thousands  of  miles 
from  the  battlefield.  Mr.  Whigbam  will  know  nothing  of 
his  results  uutil  at  some  future  day  he  picks  up  a  copy  of 
the  magazine.  He  simply  knows  that  he  snapped  a  camera 
in  the  direction  of  the  fighting  and  enclosed  the  films  in  a 
tin  box. 


The  American  water  hyacinth,  which  has  caused  muab 
trouble  in  overgrowing  the  rivers,  and  is  not  infrequently 
an  obstruction  to  navigation,  has  been  snccassfuUy  killed 
on  the  Melpomene  Canal,  New  Orleans,  with  chemica 
spray. 

The  Mayor  of  Adelaide  recently  bought  a  fat  bullock 
and  sold  it  by  auction  for  the  benefit  of  the  War  Fund, 
realising  no  less  than  £500.  The  animal  waa  killed  and 
frozen  and  sent  to  the  camp. 

The  Irish  residents  in  St.  Petersburg  have  shown  their 
loyalty  to  Queen  Victoria  by  sending  to  the  British  Con- 
sulate a  subscription  of  more  than  1000  roubles  (.£158)  for 
the  War  Fund. 


Theee  are  more  unsolved  quettlons,  more  "hows" 
and  "whys"  in  connection  with  fish  and  fishing,  says 
"  Jock  Scot  "  in  the  Blarlibuni  Telegrapli,  than  any  man, 
except  a  few  who  have  endeavoured  to  unravel  a  few  of  the 
riddles,  has  any  cocreption  of.  Here,  for  instance,  is  one 
puzzle :  How  does  the  starfish  eat  oysters  ?  By  some 
people  is  is  assumed  that  the  starfish  waits  until  the 
unsuspecting  victim  opens  its  shell,  and  then  extracts 
him ;  while  others  believe  that  the  starfish  bores  « 
hole  ia  the  oyster's  shell  and  reaches  the  succulent 
animal  in  this  manner.  Neither  of  these  theories,  sayi 
Mr.  A.  Hyatt  Verril,  in  "  Popular  Science,"  are  correct. 
Instead  of  getting  within  the  oyster  tbe  starfish  in  reality 
takes  the  shell-fish  within  itself.  This  it  accomplishes _bv 
reason  of  its  extremely  large  and  elastic  stomach,  which 
it  inverts  and,  completely  enveloping  its  prey,  shells  aud 
all,  digests  the  animal  from  within  the  shells,  which  are 
then  cast  out.  Having  got  rid  of  the  shells  the  starfish, 
which  poasecaes  a  truly  remarkable  appetite,  crawls  off  in 
search  of  other  victims,  when  the  same  process  is  gone 
through, 

 >»»♦<  

"I  NBNKit  lose  my  temper,"  cried  the  little  wife. 


"  No,  dear,"  grumbled  hubby,  ' 


I  wish  you  would  ! 

Draonkt, 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  ana  Trout  Roas. 

NO   CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAI  SLATER 

Newark-on-Trent. 


BDILT  CANE  SALMON  and 
TROUT  RODS, 

With  and  without  Steel  Centres ;  one 
quality  only,  '•  the  best "' ;  eqnal  to  any 
make  in  the  world.  These  rods  are 
entirely  .mannfactured  on  oar  own 
premises  by  the  most  skilled  workmen, 
and  we  will  guarantee  thei^e  rods  for  five 
years. 


TRY  OUR 

Guinea  Green  heart  Fly  Rod 

Two  tops,  best  quality  and  fini.sh. 


THAMES  TROUT  SPINNING  RODS. 

Selected   Greenheart.  two  tops,  special 
action  and  highly  finished,  price  20/-. 


The  FLY  FISHER'S  WINCH 

(Registered). 
Excellence  combined  with  Cheapness. 
Price  10/6  each. 
The  Salmon  and  Trotif  Reel  of  the  futiin'. 

SLATER'S  NEW  ALUMINIUM  ALLOY. 

Made  in  the  following  sizes,  24in.,  2Jin., 
3in..  3^in.,  4in.,  HAn.,  and  Sin.  Samples 
sent  on  approval. 


PRICE  LIST  FREE  ON  APPLICATION. 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

PUSDENT:  Sir  EDWARD  BIBKBEOK,  Bar 

REDUCED  FARES 
8.  E.  and  I..  C.  h  D.  ZLA.ILWAY8 

i»t  OCTOBER  to  3i8t  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 
BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 

MeetingH  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
Ye  Olde  Rainbow  Tavern,  Fleet-street,  E.C. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Charles 
S.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion  House-cham- 
bers, 11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.C. 


6REAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


EASTER  HOLIDAYS. 

TOURIST,  FORTNIGHTLY,  and  THURS- 
DAY. FRIDAY  or  SATURDAY'  to  MON- 
DAY or  TUESDAY  TICKETS  will  baiasatdto 
YARMOUTH,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley  on -Sea, 
Cromer,  Southend  -  on  -  Sea,  Clacton  -  on  -  Sea, 
Walton  -  on  -  Naze,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Alde- 
burgb,  Southwold,  and  Hunstanton  by  all  trains 
from  Liverpool-street ;  also  from  Q.E.  Suburban 
Stations,  at  same  fares  as  from  Liverpool-street. 
The  Cheap  Tickets  will  also  be  issued  from  St. 
Pancras  (Midland  Station)  and  Kentish  Town  to 
Hunstanton,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft.  Mundesley- 
on-Sea,  and  Cromer,  except  on  Good  Friday. 

Cheap  Day  Trips  to  the  Seaside,  &c. 

SOUTHEND -ON -SEA  and  back.  2s.  6d.,  on 
GOOD  FRIDAY.  EASTER  SUNDAY,  MONDAY, 
and  TUESDAY.from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch- 
street,  Stepney,  Bishopsgate.  Bethnal-green, 
Cobom-road,  Stratford,  Forest  Gate,  Ac. ;  also 
from  stations  on  the  Enfleld,  Walthamstow, 
Loughton,  Woolwich,  Blackwall,  and  East 
London  Lines. 

On  GOOD  FRIDAY  and  EASTER  SUNDAY 
Trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  9.26,  10.10, 
and  10.26 a.m.;  and  Fenchurch-street  at  9.17, 
9.5S,  and  10.17  a.m. 

On  EASTER  MONDAY  from  Liverpool-street 
at  frequent  intervals  from  7.25  a.m.,  and  Fen- 
chorch-street,  at  8.13,  8.47,  0.22,  10  17.  10.60,  and 
11.36  a.m. 

Through  Excursion  Tickets  to  Southend  are 
also  issued  from  stations  on  the  Metropolitan 
Railway  lio  Bishopsgate  and  Liverpool- street. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH,  4s.  id  , 
on  EASTER  MONDAY  from  Liverpool-street, 
at  8.20  a.m.,  and  Stratford  at  8.30  a.m. 

HERTFORD,  2^  fid.,  from  Liverpool-street, 
on  EASTER  MONDAY,  at  9.30,  10.fi  a.m.,  and 
12.50  p.m. 

CAMBRIDGE,  4s.  3d.  ;  ELY,  .5s.  6d.,  on 
E.\STEa  MONDAY,  from  Liverpool-street,  at 
8.40  and  11  a.m.,  and  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish 
Town  at  9.15  a.m. 

YARMOUTH  and  CROMER,  .Os.  Cd..  on 
EASTER  MONDAY,  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland 
Station)  and  Kentish  Town  at  G.25  a.m. 

BEOXBOURNE  and  BYE  HOUSE.  Is.  9 J  , 
on  GOOD  FRIDAY  and  EASTER  MO.VD  vY, 
from  Liverpool  -  street,  Bishopsgate,  Bethnal- 
green,  Coborn-road,  Hackney  Downs,  Strat- 
foid,  *c. 

EPPING  FOREST,  CHINGFORD,  and 
LOUGHTON,  Daily,  from  Liverpool  -  street, 
Fenchurch-street,  DeptfordEoad,  Gospel  Oak,  &c. 
On  Easter  Monday  a  Special  Service  of  Trains 
will  run  between  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch- 
street,  and  Chingford  and  Lougbton,  also 
between  Gospel  Oak  and  Chingford. 

For  further  particulars  see  bills. 


HIJOS  DE  T.  CASALINS, 

MURCIA,  SPAIN. 

NEW  SILKWORM  GUT. 

Moderate  Prices. 
WBITE  FOR  PRICE  LIST. 


IMPROVED  PATENT. 

SOLO  or  CONOITIOHS  ST  AT  £  0  ON  BOWL ; 


GOLD 
MEDAL 


IS 


lELL  CUT 


COMFORTABLE 


DURABLE 


MADE   IN  THREE 

Gold  Medal  Qualities, 

FOR 

HARD  WEAR, 
MEDIUM  WORK, 

AND 

LIGHT 
SUMMER  WEAR. 


INVENTORS 


SOLE  MAKERS 


OF  MA.VY 


I  SPECIALITIES 


ANGLER 

IN 

WATERPROOFS, 
Wading  Boots, 

BROaUES,  &c. 


ENT?  ST?  HBLl.  A.A»  A. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  L  ANDERSON,  Ltd. 

(The  Ang'lers'  Waterproofers), 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C. 

And   at  CARDIFF,   8,   QUEEN  STREET. 


Tel.  Address,  "  Fishing,  Liverpool" 


Telephone,  5611. 


HENRY  WHITTY 

15,  BASNEn  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 

2-  Joint  Special  Trout  Rods,  15s.  to  35s. 

3-  Joint  „  „  7s.  6d.  to  40s.  Made  in 
Split  Cane  Rods,  10s.  6d.  to  £8.  /  my  own 
Sea  Trout,  Grilse,  and  Salmon  Ro^ls. 

Cane  Spinning  and  Dapping  Rods.  ^' 


REELS,  LINES,  FLIES,  AND  TACKLE  IN  GREAT  VARIETY,  BEST  ftUALITY, 
AND  REASONABLE  IN  PRICE. 

Repairs  to  Mods  promptly  and  carefully  done, 
PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 


F.  W.  DALE, 

Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST., 


66 


59 


Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  Dry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittings,  and  finish  is 

best  value  made. 

Greenheart,  1  guinea ;  Built-eane,  4  guineas. 

All  lengths  from  9jft.  to  lift. 

FLIES  FOR  FLOATING,  WET  WORK,  YORKSHIRE,  WALES,  AND  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY, 

J».  ^:d.  per  doz?n. 
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NEGLEC^^ED  TROUT  WATERS. 


demand  for  good  trout  waters  far  exceeds 
the  supply,  and  the  rents  still  maintain  an  upward 
tendency.  There  are,  nevertheless,  in  England 
miles  and  miles  of  neglected  trout  streams,  besides 
other  waters  where  trout  would  thrive  well  and 
provide  sport,  which  might  be  developed  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  years.  Provided  that 
suitable  waters  are  selected,  and  the  work  of 
putting  them  in  order  is  properly  managed,  there 
is  no  better  investment  for  a  small  outlay  of 
capital.  It  is  Mr.  W.  H.  Pope's  intention  to  take 
in  hand  aU  such  neglected  streams  as  in  his 
judgment  will  pay  for  development.  Anglers 
will  confer  a  special  favour  by  aiding  him  in 
carrying  out  this  project,  which  will  benefit 
anglers  generally. 

Particulars  are  solicited  of  the  locality,  the  names 
of  the  riparian  owners  and  occupiers,  and  the 
extent  of  any  water  which  might  be  obtained  on 
lease  if  negotiations  can  be  successfully  concluded 
with  all  parties  interested. 

Any  information  which  may  be  given  will  be 
regarded  as  strictly  confidential  if  addressed  to 
W.  H.  Pope,  Salisbury. 

March  31, 1900. 


THE  REAL  FOUNDER  OP  THE  U.S. 
FISH  COMMISSION. 


[Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will 
remember  genial  Mr.  Geo.  Shepard  Page,  who 
was  over  here  in  1883,  and  we  are  glad  to  reprint 
this  tribute  to  his  memory  and  services,  by  Mr. 
Charles  Hallock,  in  Forest  and  Stream. — Ed. 
P.  G.] 

Lest  history  fail  to  repeat  itself  at  this  juncture, 
when  especial  prominence  is  given  to  the  duties 
and  usefulness  of  our  State  Fish  Commission,  I 
beg  you  will  reprint  from  the  New  Yorh  Times 
of  March  28, 1892,  the  following  tribute  to  George 
Shepard  Page  from  Barnet  Phillips,  who  himself 
has  been  always  foremost  in  promoting  fishculture 
wherever  practicable.    I  quote  : 

"  Twenty  years  ago,  when  fishculture  was  in  its 
infancy,  and  regarded  rather  as  an  amusing  per- 
sonal hobby  than  as  capable  of  becoming  practi- 
cally useful,  Mr.  Page  was  among  the  first  to 
appreciate  its  possibilities.  In  the  Century 
Magazine  of  this  month,  in  an  article  on  '  The 
United  States  Fish  Commission,'  the  following 
sentence  may  be  found  : 

"  '  The  matter  was  taken  in  hand  by  Congress 
during  the  winter  of  1870-71,  and  a  bill  was  passed 
for  a  scientific  study  of  the  subject.' 

"  It  was  through  the  personal  exertion  of  Mr. 
Page  that  the  United  States  Fish  Commission 
was  created.  He  had  been  instrumental  in  found- 
ing what  was  known  at  first  as  '  The  American 
Fishculturists'  Association.'  This  association, 
soon  opening  up  a  wider  sphere  of  usefulness, 
changed  its  title  to  that  of  '  The  American  Fish- 
cultural  Association.'  In  the  minutes  of  this 
association,  with  the  names  of  Prof.  Spencer  F. 
Baird,  (j.  Brown  Goode,  Charles  Hallock, 
RolA.  B.  Roosevelt,  Eugene  G.  Blackford,  and 
some  fifty  others,  may  be  found  that  of  George 
Shepard  Page,  with  the  date  of  organisation. 
Dec.  20,  1870.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the 
association  Mr.  Page  presented  plans  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  study  of  fish  and  fishculture 
by  scientific  means.  The  resolution  was  as 
follows : 

"  '  Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  four,  including 
tl  e  president  and  secretary,  be  appointedj  who 
shall  draft  and  present  to  Congress  at  its  present 
1 63=  ion  a  memorial  upon  the  subject  of  the 
creation  by  the  Government  of  two  or  more  fish 
batching  establishments,  one  for  salmon  in  the 
vicinity  of  Puget  Sound,  and  the  other  at  some 
convenient  point  near  the  Atlantic  coast,  for  the 
propagation  of  shad  for  stocking  on  rivers  and 
streams.' 

•'  Mr.  Page  and  Dr.  Edwards  were  appointed  to 
act  under  this  resolution;  but  before  that  the 
originatsr  of  this  motion  had  been  in  Washington 
and  had  interested  Senators  and  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  plan  for  the 
estaljlishment  of  a  Fish  Commission,  to  be  under 
t' e  di  ection  of  the  Government.  There  can  be 
no  question  that  fish  culture  in  the  United  States 
in  its  inception  was  due  in  no  small  measure  to 


the  active  interest  taken  by  Mr.  Page.  The  late 
Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baird,  who  was  Secretary  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  and  Chief  of  the  United 
States  Fish  Commission,  always  declared  that  the 
origin  of  the  department  over  which  he  presided 
with  such  distinction  for  sixteen]  years  was  first 
conceived  by  George  Shepard  Page." 

Charles  Hallock. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  again  figured  as  chairman  at  tbe 
ordinary  and  both  committee  meetings.  The  attendanae 
was  very  fair,  ooneideriDg  we  have  just  entered  the  190O 
trout  fishing  season.  Several  members  who  turned  up 
late  in  the  evening  had  been  beguiled  by  the  brightness  of 
the  early  morning  to  venture  out  to  our  own  water  at 
Chesham,  and  others  also,  but  were  disappointed  in  finding 
the  day  prove  so  unfair  and  wet  withal.  Excaptionally 
Mr.  Close  and  Mr.  Woodruff  were  successful,  and  Mr. 
Gill  took  a  fish  of  lilb.,  and  lost  another  much  larger  at 
Chesham.  Mr.  Dickins  and  Mr.  Bridgman,  fishint;  at 
Chtsliam,  took  several  fish,  which  were  returned.  They 
proved  to  be  in  very  good  condition.  The  Kelvedon  waters 
have  fished  unsatisfactorily  at  the  end  of  the  season.  Mr. 
Gilbert  reported  having  b8:n  down  many  times  jait 
recently,  his  best  day  having  resulted  in  a  take  of  fifteen 
nice  roach.  Messrs.  Wertheim,  Scott,  Hicks,  and  Eldrfd 
were  down  on  Saturday,  and  amused  themselves  by  taking 
a  lot  of  small  roach  all  day ;  stUl  they  finished  with  a  few 
nice  fish  each.  Mr.  Connellan  and  Mr.  Gill  tried  for  a 
trout  at  one  of  the  Thames  weirs,  but  bayond  a  fales 
alarm  in  one  instance  caused  by  a  meddlfsome  jick,  were 
not  rewaidsd  as  hoped  for.  It  was  whispered  that  they 
found  the  viands  at  a  neighbouring  hotel  more  p'.easing 
than  the  fishing,  the  temperature  being  very  low.  Three 
gentlemen  were  nominated  for  membership,  and  one  other 
elected.  To-day  (Saturday)  we  hvve  the  opening  dinner 
of  the  season  at  Chesham.  There  are  frequent  trains  io 
the  afternoon,  and  I  hope  to  find  a  good  number  go  down. 
Those  intending  doing  so,  and  who  have  not  written  me, 
p'exse  wire  Mrs.  Priest,  Black  Horse,  otherwise  they  may 
be  unprovided  for.  Nfxt  Tuesday's  fixture  is  a  small 
exhibition  of  flieg  and  fly  tackle ;  members  having  any- 
thing of  interest,  and  are  willing  to  lend  same  for  the 
evening,  will  kindly  bring  it  along.  Hon.  Sic. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delfgites  was  held  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden, 
on  Monday  evening  last.  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  occupied  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  the  vice-chair.  The  usual 
minutes  and  routine  work  was  passed,  and  an  application 
for  enrolment  was  made  by  the  Fire  Brigade  Angling 
Club,  whose  meetings  are  held  in  the  Recreation  Hall  at 
the  headquarters  in  South wark  Bridge-road,  Mr.  J.  Adams 
acting  bon.  secretary,  with  a  list  of  forty  members.  The 
rules  submitted  were  found  of  a  very  satisfactory  kind, 
and  they  were  duly  enrolled ;  also  requett  received  for 
enrolment  by  the  Hounslow  and  Isleworth  Pifoitorial 
Society,  with  headquarters  at  the  Piinoe  Regent,  High- 
street,  Hounslow,  starting  with  upwards  of  fifty  members. 
The  hon.  secretary  is  Mr.  J.  M.  Brougham.  The  rules 
were  read  and  found  correct.  They  were  accepted.  The 
secretary  was  directed  to  send  a  letter  to  Mr.  G.  _H. 
Shepherd  expressing  the  sympathy  of  the  delegates  with 
him  on  the  very  serious  a  c'dent  that  has  befallen  him, 
and  wish'nj  him  a  complete  and  spe«dy  recovery.  Mr. 
Elsmore  gave  a  very  interesting  report  concerning  the 
recent  woik  of  the  T.  A..P.S.  committee,  which  included 
items  in  reference  to  the  negotiation  for  the  removal  of 
swans;  also  that  some  aetion  was  likely  to  be  taken  con- 
cerning the  whole-ale  capture  of  fish  by  professional 
fishermen.  The  following  clubs  had  sent  donations 
towards  the  Re-stocking  Fund :  Anchor  and  Hope, 
103.  6d. ;  Shepherd's  Bush,  10s.  61. ;  United  Brothers, 
10s. ;  Cosy,  5.  Vidting  ofiioer  reported  a  most  sucoessfal 
visit  to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers,  twenty-two  clubs 
responding.  Next  visit  on  April  9,  to  the  Islington 
Brothers,  Myddleton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.  Usual 
votes  of  thanks  were  passed. 


MATLOCK  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 
Tme  17th  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
above  association  was  held  at  the  Devonshire  Hotel, 
Matlcck  Bath,  on  Friday  night,  Mr.  H.  Baxton  in  the 
ohair.  The  report  presented  by  Mr.  H.  Cooper,  the  hon. 
secretary  and  treasurer,  was  a  most  sucsessful  one.  It 
showed  that  whereas  three  years  ago  the  association  had 
an  adverse  balance  this  had  now  been  turned  into  a  balance 
on  the  right  side  amounting  to  over  £60.  The  hatchery 
on  the  Willersley  estate  was  also  overflowing  with  fieh,  in 
all  stages  of  incubation  and  rearing.  ( t  was  decided  to 
turn  into  the  Derwent  for  re-stcoking  purposes,  on  May 
!'■>  next,  from  IfiOO  to  2O0O  two-jeir-old  trout  from  the 
rearing  pond?,  and'also  all  the  largest  of  the  one-year-old. 
The  first  fry  made  its  appearance  on  December  21,  which 
is  the  earliest  date  in  the  recor  J  of  the  association.  The 
meeting  passed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Cooper  for 
his  services  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  spoke  in  high 
terms  of  his  efforts  to  place  the  association  on  a  sound 
financial  basis.  Mr.  Cooper,  in  reply,  said  he  could  justly 
claim  that  no  other  association  couM  show  a  better 
financial  basis  than  theirs.  Moreover,  they  had  a  full 
complement  of  members,  and  had  to  refuse  at  that 
meeting  fresh  applieations.  The  meeting,  on  the  election 
of  cfKoirs,  re-elected  Mr.  F.  C.  Arkwright,  D.L,,  as 


president,  Mr.  A.  S.  Marsden-Smedley  as  vice-president;, 
the  chairman  of  committea,  and  added  Mr.  Davenport  and 
Maj  r  Roe  to  the  committee.  This  terminated  what  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  successful  meetings  ever  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  association.  —  Sheffield 
Independent. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY.  ; 
ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  was  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  Eingeton-on-Thamea, 
on  Monday,  April  2,  at  8  p.m. 

Mr.  Ljne  presided,  and  stated  that  the  club  was  going- 
strong,  and  was  now  in  the  enviable  position  which  hadr^ 
been  longed  for,  viz  the  possession  of  a  splendid  stretch 
of  private  water,  which,  notwithstanding  the  bad  weather, 
had  been  successfnlly  sampled  by  Mr.  Hayer  and  other 
membsrs. 

Mr.  F.  Sards  read  the  financial  report,  which  wa^ 
adopted. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  (hon.  sec),  in  presenting  his  annnal  ' 
report,  said  there  were  now  104  members.  The  balance  in- . 
hand  of  £2  8s.  7d.  was  not  the  actual  balance,  for  the- 
auditors  had  not  included  £U  133.  which  had  "been- 
received  since  March  15,  when  the  books  were  closed.  Th» 
actual  amount  of  the  cash  in  hand  was  £1-3  15s.  7d. 
(Hear,  hear.)  The  following  was  a  list  of  the  prizes  that 
had  been  won  during  the  past  year  : 

Silver  challenge  qnp,  value  £16  (to  be  won  twice  befor»j 
rttiined),  Mr.  F.  Sands. 

President's  cup,  value  £5.  Ss.  (for  largest  Thames  pike) 
Mr.  C.  H.  Lowe,  111b.  7ioz. 

lb.  cz 

Thames  trout,  Ist,  H.  B.  Lukyn  (Mr.  A.  E 

Hobb's  prize)    5  10  ' 

Pike,  let,  C.  H.  C.  Lowe  -   11  7i 

Pike,  2nd,  M.  Gunn    10  5 

Perch,  1st,  G.  Sioibaldi  (also  barometer  given  by 
Mr.  Smelt  for  largest  perch  from  (he  Thames)     1  llj 

Perch,  2Bd,  A.  W.  Homersham    1  10 

Perch,  M.  Gunn  (Mr.  Webb's  prize  for  largest 
perch  between  Molesey  Weir  and  Teddington)     1  6 

Tench,  1st,  A.  C.  Cockbnrn    2  SJ 

Bream,  let,  P.  Sands(Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson'sprize)     3  4| 

Daop,  1st,  F.  Sands    0  9 

Chub,  Ist,  M.  Gunn  (Messrs.  Enright'a  prize)  ...     4  5- 

Chub,  2nd,  H.  P.  Hill    4  4 

Barbel,  Ist,  P.  Littlewood    ...     8  4 

Roach,  Ist,  T.  Lyne  (Mr.  P.  Clay's  prize)    1  10  " 

Roach,  2nd,  L.  H.  Greig   1  4 

Day  Competitions. 

Barbel,  1st,  W.  A.  Smelt   7   0  . 

Barbel,  2Dd,  P.  H.  Amphlett   6  14* 

,  1st,  M.  Gunn   1  9| 


1 


Bream 

Bream,  2nd,  M.  Hill  .. 

Dace,  1st,  P.  Littlewood  

Dace,  2nd,  G.  Sinibaldi   

Roach,  1st,  F.  H.  Amphlett  ... 

Roach,  2nd,  G.  Sinibaldi  

Roach,  Ist,  G.  Sinibaldi   

Roach,  2nd,  F.  H.  Amphlett  ... 


1  14 
0  5i 

0  4i- 

1  1 
0  10 
0  15J 
0  14j 


All  prizes  were  given  for  individual  fsb,  no  gross  weight 
being  recognised.  The  eyetem  of  holding  day  competitions 
on  Sundays  and  Mondays  had  proved  eminently  successful, 
tVere  being  a  very  fair  attendance  on  all  occasions. 
(Hear,  heai).  The  society  had  made  strenuous  efforts  to 
secure  a  stretch  of  private  water.  They  had  paid  £6ft 
for  renting  nearly  three  miles  of  the  Mole  at  Cobham. 
The  water  contains  very  large  trout,  chub,  bream,  perch, 
pike,  and  roach.  Twenty-six  members  of  the  society  had 
generously  subscribed  £33  53.  6d.  towards  the  expense, 
the  club  paying  the  balance  of  £16  \  6d.  As  a  charge 
of  6d.  per  day  was  to  be  made  for  fishing,  the  cost  of  tb» 
water  to  the  clab  would  probably  be  under  £10.  The 
society  had  also  re-rented  a  punt  on  the  Thames  for  the 
free  use  of  members.  The  society  since  its  foundation 
had  steadily  increased  in  inflaence  and  popularity,  whilst 
the  strong  support  afforded  by  members  was  plainly 
evident.  The  committee  had  also  worked  earnestly  to 
uphold  the  welfare  of  the  society. 

The  annual  report  having  been  adopted,  the  following 
officers  were  elected  :  President,  Mr.  A.  W.  Homersham, 
J. P.  J  vice-presidents,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Mr.  W.  Senior, 
Mr.  G.  D.  Deuchar,  Mr.  A.  Drinkwater,  Mr.  T.  Lyne, 
and  Mr.  D.  Hayer  ;  hon.  auditors,  Messrs.  D.  Denniford 
and  L.  H.  Greig;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  P.  Sands;  hon. 
weighmaster,  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson ;  assistant  weigh-, 
master,  Mr.  T.  Smith;  hon.  sac,  Mr.  P.  H.  Amphlett ; 
committee,  Messrs.  Lowe,  Parker,  Emens,  Arthur,  T. 
Denniford,  W.  H.  Gate,  H.  P.  Hill,  C.  Littlewood,  J.  R. 
Richardson,  W.  A.  Smelt,  P.  Turner,  G.  Sinibaldi. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  was  unanimously^ 
carried.  Hex.  Reporter. 


READING  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  according  to  annnal  custom,  th 
Reading  and  District  Angling  Association  entertained 
to  dinner  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel,  Reading,  the 
bailiffs  in  their  employ,  the  Thames  Conservancy  lock- 
keepers  and  ferrymen  ia  the  district  protected  by  them 
(Goring  to  Shiplake),  and  suoh  of  the  servants  of  tbe 
Corporation  as  are  connected  with  the  waterworks  and 
pumping  station  on  the  Kennet.  Mr.  Councillor  W. 
Bonny  was  in  the  ohair,  supported  by  Messrs.  Henry 
Creed,  V.-P.,  Arthur  C.  Butler,  V.-P,,  Henry  Lewis, 
T.  Maokrill,  W.  G.  Flanagan,  and  Frederick  Brown 
(hon.  secretary).  As  aoompliment  to  the  great  number o! 
working  men  anglers  in  the  town  Mr.  L.  Green  (secret.  9 
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The  Ugie  i«  to  be  the  model  angling  gtream  of  {h«  north. 
The  neta  are  all  bought  off,  the  banks  are  t')  be  steadily 
and  constantly  improTed,  and  the  poola  here  and  tl-iisre 
deepened.  A  hatchery  hag  been  erected,  and  la«t  year 
30,000  Lochlevens  were  turned  in.  Thia  ii  the  entarpriee 
of  a  keen  sporteman  on  behalf  of  his  fellow  anglara 
in  the  north. 

Baillie  Brown,  fiah  merohant  and  trawl  owner, 
Aberdeen,  h>g  jaat  parchai'ed  the  eatate  of  Red  ball,  in 
Kinoardineahire,  with  nhootinga  and  flahinga  attoohed. 
The  estate  exceeds  800,000  aorei,  and  there  ie  about  a  mfle 
of  ezolnsive  angling  in  the  Bervie  burn,  au  ezoellent 
baok-end  sea  tront  water.  The  new  laird  is  an  ardent 
angler.  _____ 

Mr.  Heaven,  the  proprietor  of  the  Foreat  O'Biree, 
purchased  from  the  Mirquia  of  Huntly'a  trnsteea  aope 
years  ago,  has  been  interdicted  by  the  sheriff  from  tapping 
the  burn  O'Birse  for  domestic  and  agricultural  parpoaea. 
The  proprietor  of  a  sawmill  saw  his  occupation  gone  if 
Mr.  Heaven's  water  scheme  were  carried  out,  to  be 
stepped  in  and  got  interim  interdict. 


Applications  for  space  at  the  forthcoming  Glaagew 
International  Exhibition  most  be  made  before  Job*  1. 
The  exhibition  will  be  opened  in  May,  1891. 


Miss  Radcliffe  had  some  good  sport  on  the  Helmsdale. 
Last  week  she  had  a  beauty  of  191b.,  which  Kave  her 
thirty  minutes'  excellent  sport.     On  another  day  ihe 

creeled  two,  of  71b.  and  81b. 


of  the  Royal  Counties'  Amalgamated  Angling  Associa- 
tions) had  been  invited  to  fill  the  vice-chair,  and  he  did  so 
with  ability,  rnfortunately  some  of  the  bailiffs^  and 
look-keppers  were  unable  to  attend  through  indisposition, 
bnt  altogether  twenty-two  sat  down  to  a  good  dinner,  and 
passed  a  most  pleasant  evening.  They  included  Messrs 
GeorRe  Ashley,  E.  Sheppard.  T.  Giles,  J.  Keel,  Howes, 
and  Boyd  (Association  bailiffs),  and  Wootton,  Aitken, 
Chambers,  Wait,  Beal,  W.  Knight,  Collins,  Constan- 
tine,  &c.  (Conservancy  and  Corporation  river-keepers 
and  servants).    Mr.  Lowe  kindly  acted  as  pianist. 

"The  Queen  and  Royal  Family  "having  been  loyally 
toasted  on  the  call  of  the  chairman, 

Mr._ Lewis  proposed  "  The  Sea  and  Land  Forces,"  and 
in  doing  so  stated  that  altogether  four  of  the  staff 
employed  at  his  ironworks  had  gone  to  the  front,  showing 
the  patriotic  feeling  which  was  so  prevalent  everywhere 
They  ought  to  be  proud  of  the  young  men  who  joined  the 
Navy  and  the  Army,  and  of  all  who  had  volunteered  their 
services  in  this  great  crisis. 

Mr.  Mackrill  (for  several  years  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Berks  Yeomanry  Cavalry)  responded. 

Mr.  Butler,  in  giving  the  toast  of  "  The  Association," 
expressed  his  gratification  at  the  great  and  continued 
snccess  of  the  movement  which  he  originated  some  twenty- 
three  or  twenty-four  years  ago  for  the  public  good,  and  in 
which  he  still  took  a  keen  interest.  But  for  the  work  of 
protection  and  re  stocking  carried  on  by  these  societies 
the  Thames  would  not  be  worth  fishing  in  :  but,  in  face  of 
the  greatest  difficulty,  such  success  had  attended  their 
expenditure  of  time,  thought,  and  money  that  wherever 
an  association  was  in  existence  there  all-round  sport  was 
to  be  found  second  to  none  in  the  kingdom.  As  an 
illnstration  of  this  Mr.  Butler  mentioned  that  about  a 
month  ago  a  working-man  angler  took,  from  the  bank 
near  Tilehurst,  no  less  than  291b.  of  large  perch  in  one 
day. 

Mr.  Brown,  in  reply,  emphasised  the  unselfish  character 
of  the  work  of  the  association,  which  was  carried  on 
abeolntely  for  the  benefit  of  all.  Its  success  had  been 
greatly  due  to  the  zealous  services  of  the  bailiffs  and 
other  watchers,  and  also  to  the  vigilance  of  those  many 
working-men  anglers  who^at  first,  perhaps,  viewing  the 
formation  of  the  society  with  some  little  suspicion — were, 
now  that  they  understood  its  true  aims,  among  its  best 
friends. 

The  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Our  Guests,  the  Bailiffs, 
Lock-Keepers,  and  Corporation  Officials,"  was  ably  pro- 
posed from  the  chair,  and  suitably  replied  to  by  Messrs. 
George  Ashley  (bailiff),  Constantino  (conservancy),  and 
Aitken  (corporation). 

The  healths  of  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman  were 
dronk  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Henry  Creed. 

In  the  course  of  his  reply  the  vice-chairman  said  the 
amalgamated  clubs  he  represented  had  voluntarily  raised 
the  minimum  size  of  roach  to  be  retained  to  8in.,  and  had 
altogether  dropped  gross  weight  competitions,  only  giving 
medals  for  specimen  fish  ;  and  they  were  actively  working 
to  get  the  same  views  adopted  all  along  the  river  down  to 
Staines.  This  season  their  members  had  caught  roach  up 
to  21b.  .3oz.,  several  perch  a  gold  deal  over  21b.,  and  pike 
over  141b.  ;  and  in  one  competition  ten  members  secured 
an  aggregate  of  about  1201b.  weight  of  roach. 

Such  positive  proof  of  the  good  work  of  the  association, 
and  of  the  good  feeling  of  the  anglers  for  whose  good  they 
labour,  was  naturally  gratifying  to  the  members  of  the 
committee  present. 

The  harmony  of  the  evening  was  contributed  to  by 
Messrs.  Bonny,  Brown,  Flanagan.  Giles,  Ashley,  Boyd, 
Wootton,  Beal,  and  Keel,  and  Mr.  Coneterdine  gave  a 
recitation. 


EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
Th£  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in  addition 
to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Thursday,  Friday,  or 
Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  tickets  to  the  East  Coast 
and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts  i  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft, 
Cromer,  Mundesley,  8outhend-on-Sea,  Clacton,  Walton- 
on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh, 
Sonthwold,  Hunstanton,  ic),  which  are  issued  from 
Liverpool-street  and  their  other  London  and  suburban 
stations,  there  will  be  special  excursion  bookings  on 
Thursday,  April  12,  from  London  (Liverpool-street  and 
suburban  stations)  to  most  of  the  above  stations  ;  also  to 
Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham,  and  the 
other  principal  stations  in  the  eastern  counties ;  and  by 
the  Cathedral  route  to  Spalding,  Lincoln,  Doncaster, 
York,  Leeds,  Manchester,  Scarborough,  Darlington,  New- 
castle, Berwick,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  &o.  ;  and  to 
Chesterfield  and  Edwinstowe  (for  the  Dukeries).  Cheap 
Saturday  to  Monday  tickets  are  issued  to  most  Great 
Kastem  country  stations.  Tickets  (ordinary  excursion, 
&c.)_  can  be  obtained  in  advance  at  Liverpool -street 
Station ;  at  the  Great  Eastern  American  Rendezvous, 
2,  Coobspur-street,  S.W. ;  and  at  the  company's  various 
City^  West  End,  and  other  booking  offices.  On  Thursday, 
Apnl  12,  in  addition  bo  relieving  trains,  special  trains  will 
be  run  from  Liverpool- street  at  8.30  a  m.,  4  5  p.m.,  and 
7.12  p.m.  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft, 
&J.  The  4  5  p.m.  will  also  run  to  Claoton-on-8ea  and 
Walton-on-Naze,  and  the  7.12  p.m.  to  Feliitt^we.  There 
will  be  an  express  supper  car  train  at  12.3  midnight  to 
Clacton,  calling  at  Chelmsford  and  Colchester 
On  Good  Friday  there  will  be  special  trains  from  Liver- 
pool-street, at  5  8  a.m.  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  &o. ;  and 
at  8.65  a.m.  to  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  iLowestoft,  &c.  On 
Saturday,  April  14,  for  the  accommodation  of  peraona 
detained  at  businese  until  late  in  the  evening,  special  mid- 
night trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.20  for 
^Orw^ck,  iJifi  Cambridge  ;  and  at  12. f 5  for  Yarmouth  and 


Lowestoft  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  inter- 
mediate stations  ;  the  12.3  supper  car  express  to  Chelms- 
ford, Colchester,  and  Clacton  will  run  as  usual.  On  Eister 
Monday  special  pxcureion  trains  will  run  f  rom  St.  Pancras 
to  Cambridge,  Ely,  Yarmouth,  and  Cromer ;  and  from 
Liverpool-street,  &c.,  to  Southend-on-Sea,  Burnbam-on- 
Crouoh,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Nazn,  Hertford, 
Cambridge,  and  Ely.  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to 
Epping  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rve  House.  A  ep»cial 
service  of  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street,  Fen- 
churoh-street,  and  Gospel  Oak  to  Epping  Forest ;  and 
from  Liverpool-street  to  Bye  House.  On  Tuesday, 
April  17,  several  of  the  usual  up  Monday  only  expreesea 
(including  the  7  a.m.  restaurant  car  train  from  Cromer) 
will  be  run.  Restaurant  cars  will  also  run  on  the  7.40  a.m. 
train  from  Clacton. 

Restaurant  cars  are  now  run  every  week-day  on  the 
trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.65  p.m.  for  Norwich 
and  Cramer,  and  at  5  p.m.  for  Yarmouth  ;  and  on  the 
up  trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8  a.m.,  and  Yarmouth  at 
8  20  a.m. ;  also  on  Saturdays  on  the  1.30  p.m.  express 
from  Liverpool-street  to  Norwich  and  Cromer. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND    CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  day  excursions  will  ha  run  on  Good  Friday  and 
Easter  Monday  from  Charing  Cross,  Waterloo,  Cannon 
Street,  London  Bridge,  and  New  Cross,  to  Tunbridgo 
Wells,  Hastings,  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal,  Walmer, 
Ramsgate,  Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover, 
and  Gravesend.  Cheap  day  tickets,  available  by  certain 
trains,  will  also  be  issued  to  Aldershot  on  Bank  Holiday 
from  Charing  Cross,  Cannon  Street,  and  London  Bridge 
stations,  but  not  from  New  Gross.  Cheap  d^  excursions 
will  also  be  run  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday  from 
Victoria,  Holborn  and  St.  Paul's  to  Canterbury,  Deal, 
Dover,  Gravesend,  Heme  Bav,  Margate,  Ramsgate, 
Sheerness,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Walmer,  and  Whitstable. 
Also  from  Victoria  (Chatham  and  Dover)  only, 
to  Tunbridge  Wells  and  Hastings.  On  Bank  Holiday 
frequent  special  and  ordinary  trains  will  run  to 
and  from  Victoria,  Holborn,  Ludgate  Hill,  St. 
Paul's,  and  intermediate  stations  and  the  Crystal 
Palace  (high  level).  Beturn  fare,  Is.  6d.  third  class, 
including  admission.  The  Continental  excursions  are  as 
follows :  A  cheap  excursion  to  Boulogne  from  Charing 
Cross  and  Cannon-street  at  2.45  p.m.  on  Saturday, 
April  11.  Returning  at  7.40  p.m.  on  Bank  Holiday 
Cheap  return  tickets  to  Boulogne 'will  be  issued  at  Charing 
Cross  and  Cannon-street  on  April  12  and  13,  available 
until  April  18  and  by  certain  services  only.  On  Bank 
Holiday  a  special  day  excursion  will  be  run  to  Boulogne, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  10  a.m.  Cheap  tickets  to  Paris 
will  be  issued  on  Thursday,  April  12,  leaving  Charing 
Cross  and  Cannon-street  at  9^  a.m.,  also  10  a  m.  from 
Charing  Cross  only.  From  April  11  to  14  inclusive,  cheap 
tickets,  available  for  fourteen  days,  will  be  issued  to  Paris 
from  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street  Stations  by  2.45 
p.m.  and  9  p.m.  services  only.  On  Bank  Holiday  a  cheap 
day  excursion  will  be  run  to  Calais,  leaving  Charing  Cross 
and  Cannon-street  at  9  a.m.  Cheap  six-day  tickets  wiU  be 
issued  to  Calais  on  April  12  and  13.  Also  Saturday 
to  Monday  tickets  on  April  14.  Cheap  tickets  to 
Brussels  will  be  issued  from  Charing  Cross,  Victoria, 
Cannon-street,  Holborn,  and  St.  Paul's  from  April  11 
to  16  inclusive,  available  for  eight  days.  Special  cheap 
eight-day  return  tickets  to  Amsterdam,  Ambeim,  The 
Hague,  Rotterdam,  and  Utrecht,  via  Queenboro'  and 
Flushing,  will  be  issued  from  April  11  to  16  inclusive, 
leaving  Victoria,  Holborn,  St.  Paul's,  and  Herne  Hill  at 
8  26  a.m.  Cheap  seventeen-day  return  tickets  will  be 
issued  to  Flushing  on  April  13  and  14,  leaving  Victoria 
and  Holborn  at  8.25  a.m.  Cheap  eight-day  return  tickets 
to  Ostend,  available  by  certain  services  from  Charing 
Cross,  Victoria,  Cannon-street,  Holborn,  and  St.  Paul's, 
will  be  issued  from  April  11  to  16.  During  the  holidays 
the  Continental  services  will  be  as  usual,  with  the  exception 
of  the  5.33  p.m.  Ostend  service,  which  will  not  run  from 
Victoria,  Holborn,  and  St.  Paul's  on  Good  Friday  and 
Easter  Sunday.  A  limited  express  train  (first,  second,  and 
third  class)  will  leave  Charing  Cross  at  8.25  on  April  12 
for  the  convenience  of  those  passengers  desiring  to  arrive 
early  on  board  the  Calais  and  Ostend  night  steamers  at 
Dover.  Full  particulars  of  the  return  times  of  the  above 
excursions,  alterations  in  train  services,  &c.,  are  given  in 
the  special  holiday  programme  and  bills. 


ilotes  from  t^e  ^orf^. 

With  the  advent  of  April  the  second  migration  of 
spring  fish  usually  put  in  an  appearance,  not  nearly  so 
prolific  in  numbers,  but  of  heavier  weights  than  the 
earlier  run.  Already  a  few  of  these  are  being  got  on 
the  lower  waters  of  the  Dee,  some  IS-pounders  having 
been  creeled  last  week. 

With  seasonable  weather,  the  trouting  season  should 
now  be  in  full  swing  on  the  earlier  portions  of  the  Don, 
Deveron,  and  Findhorn  ;  but  owing  to  the  stormy  spring 
and  abnormally  cold  March  the  season  looks  as  if  it  were 
to  be  a  late  one.  _____ 

Anglers  are  wondering  what  has  become  of  all  the 
salmon  which  were  known  to  have  ascended  the  Don  this 

-a^tva^  Not  one  has  ^aan  gnf  f/^  f.Vjft  rnd  ■  hut  anryia  ftlinlf ^ 


and  with  good  reason,  that  the  poachers  could  toll  of  their 
whereabouts.   

The  ytkm  iiii!!  been,  •fielding  some  capital  sport  on  the 
EUon  Castle  w9,ters,  which  is  fished  at  the  nominal  oEarge 
of  Is.  Gd.  per  day,  Mr.  Hall  had  a  basket  of  four  dozen 
one  day  last  week. 


Mrs.  Julius  0.  Drew,  another  lady  angler,  creeled  a  fln* 
fish  of  281b.  on  the  Tummel  one  day  last  week. 


The  netting  season  along  the  east  coast  has  been  fairly 
successful.  It  would  have  been  the  best  for  many  years 
past  had  it  not  been  for  the  continual  storms  wkioh  have 
prevailed,  ciusing  such  dama?e  to  plant  as  has  not  beem 
experienced  for  many  years  back. 


The  Tay  Syndicate's  operations  are  now  baaring  riah 
fruit  in  the  large  head  of  fish  now  forward  in  tha  upper 
parts  of  the  river  and  feeders.  The  Dea  is  also  well 
stocked  with  fish,  and  the  Dee  Fishery  Improvement 
Association  hive  to  be  thanked  for  that.  If  tha 
operations  of  either  or  both  of  these  associations  could  be 
applied  to  the  whole  country,  the  salmon  problem  would 
be  solved  without  a  doubt. 

Mr.  Thorn  (London)  has  taken  the  Carlogie  reach  of  tha 
Dee  from  the  representatives  of  the  late  Mr.  Haslam,  who 
died  suddenly  on  the  eve  of  coming  north  for  tha  apriag 
tishing.  ___ 

Mr.  Berry  (Burnett  Arms,  Banchory)  has  taken  the 
Kiuneskie  water  from  May  15  to  the  end  of  July. 


Mr.  Milne  (Aberdeen)  had  a  basket  of  301b.  of  finnock 
from  the  Ellon  Castle  water  on  Saturday,  all  to  a  fiy  called 
the  Deamou — an  imitation  of  the  sand  eel.  Mr.  DavidaoB 
had  a  basket  of  251b.  ____ 

The  Count  d'Arlano  and  Mr.  William  Heaven  are 
having  good  eport  on  the  Abojne  Hotel  waters.  They 
are  staying  at  the  Forest  O'Birse  Lodge  for  the  spring 
fishing.  Special  Scotch. 


Ipcdvincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Now  that  we  are  face  to  face  with  the  close  season  our 
cluba  are  making  their  arrangements  for  their  annual 
outings  and  contests.  By  doing  this  a  great  amount  of 
interest  is  taken  by  the  members  in  the  welfare  of  the 
different  clubs  to  which  they  belong,  and  as  they  cannot 
get  out  only  for  trout  fishing,  which  is  very  limited  near 
to  Birmingham,  they  have  to  console  themselves  by 
putting  their  clubs  in  order  for  the  time  when  the  season 
opens.  A  large  number  of  contests  vrill  be  fished  this 
year  on  the  river  Severn,  aa  the  Avon  will  be  closed  to 
public  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Detford,  Bredon, 
and  Eckington.  These  places  have  been  the  happy  fishing 
grounds  for  the  midland  anglers  for  some  years  past,  bnt 
the  landowners  have  decided  not  to  let  the  water  for 
angling  only  to  certain  Cheltenham  clubs  for  the  coming 
season.  Under  the  circumstances  those  clubs  who  are 
partial  to  the  Avon  will  have  to  be  content  to  fish 
in  the  Pershore  district,  that  is,  if  they  wish  to 
fish  their  contests  on  Sundays.  If  the  clubs 
wish  to  fish  their  contests  on  any  other  day, 
no  doubt  permisssicn  mav  be  obtained ;  for  instance, 
contests  may  be  fished  at  Wyre  without  paysient  any  day 
except  Sunday  in  the  Evesham  district,  also  at  Bidfoid 
and  Salford  Priors  no  contests  can  take  place  on  Sundays, 


but  for  a  small  fee  clubs  will  be  allowed  to  fish  any  other 
day  in  the  week.  Under  the  oircumstanoaa  tha 
Severn  licenses  will  be  taken  out  in  larger  numbare, 
or,  as  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund  has  pointed  out,  to 
fEdse  of  our  members  who  do  not  wish  to  toka  out 
licenses  for  a  day's  fishing,  a  small  charge  will  be  mada  to 
the  clubs  who  wish  to  fish  their  tfontesta.  Panniuion 
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^,  y  The  TIMES  says :  "  This  is  the  most  sumpttions  New  Testament  in  existence." 

The  GHTTBCH  TIMES  says :  "  A  Book  of  great  beauty  ...  a  valuable  possession."  The  STANDARD  says  :  "  The  Work  is 

of  rare  excellence." 

"  The  illustrations  and  the  notes  taken  together  make  an  absolutely  new  commentary  on  the  Gospel  History." 

The  aUARDIAN,  November  23,  1898. 


"THE  POPULAR"  EDITION  OF 

The  Life  of  Our  Lord  Jesus  Chris 

As  told  in  over  500  superb  lUnstrations  {more  than  100  ('/;  Colours),  with  Latin,  and  English  Text,  and  many  Notes. 

Sy   J.   JAMES  TISSOT. 


"  This  magnificent  woi-k." — The  G-tjabdian. 
•'The  avardiav"  Newspaper,  m  reriewtng  the  TwclvC   Guinea    Edition  of  J.  J.   TisSOt's  "Life  of  Chfist,"  sai( 

"WE  WISH  THAT  EVERY  CLERGYMAN  COULD  POSSESS  THE  BOOK.' 

THIS  was  said  in  November,  1898,  of  the  Twelve-Guinea  Edition,  and  ainoe  then  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Maeston  &  Compant,  the  Proprietors  of  the  Bngliah  I 
copyright,  have  issued  a  Popular  Editioyi  of  THE  LIFE  OF  OUK  LOED  JESUS  CHBIST  in  a  smaller,  CHEAPER,  and  more  convenient  form  than  that  of  th*  ' 
Twelve-G»inea  English  Edition,  or  the  Sixty-Guinea  French  Edition  already  issued,  AND  ON 

THE  INSTALMENT  SYSTEM, 

In  this  way  anyone  desiring  to  possess  the   Work  or  to  give  it  to  a  friend 

(A  Very  Appropriate  and  Most  Beautiful  Present  for  any  Time  or  Season) 

CAN   NOW  DO   SO   EITHER   BY  PAYING 

£6  in  Cash  sXiLi'^n%\,  W/6  a  Month, 

N.B. — The  Work  wiU  be  delivered  complete  when  the  second  instalment  is  paid,  on  the  same 

plan  as  adopted  by  "The  Times"  and  other  papers. 

THE  whole  work  is  published  in  two  handsome  volumes,  and  there  are  two  styles  of  binding.    The  Sia-Ouinea  Edition  is  in  HALF-PARCHMENT,  art-linen  sides,  gil 
top,  design  in  gold  on  sides  and  back.    The  Eight-Ouinea  Edition  is  in  FULL  MOROCCO  (best  Persian  goat),  gilt  edges,  gilt  border  line. 

rE  LIFE  OF  OUR  LOED  JESUS  CHRIST,  by  J.  James  Tissot,  cost  £40,000  to  produce  from  the  original  Drawings.  The  exquiaite 
beauty  of  these  original  Drawings,  with  their  splendour  of  colour  and  their  scrupulous  wealth  of  detail,  is  shown  with 
extraordinary  fidelity  by  a  process  which  is  the  last  word  in  colour-printing. 

M TISSOT  saw  the  Holy  Land  as  it  will  never  be  seen  again.  For  this  reason  his  work  appeals  directly  to  the  understanding ;  it  brings  us  into 
■  the  closest  possible  touch  with  the  actual  incidents  of  our  Lord's  Life.  Tissot,  in  his  preface,  sayg :  "The  Christian  world  has  for  a  long  time  past  had  its 
imagination  misled  by  the  fancies  of  painters.  All  the  schools  have,  more  or  less  unconsciously,  had  a  hand  in  leading  the  public  mind  astray  on  this  point.  They  have 
with  one  accord  abandoned  the  ground  of  historical  and  topographical  accuracy."  For  ten  years  Tissot  devoted  his  life  to  this  work,  and  carried  it  on  with  all  the 
devotion  of  a  pilgrim. 

THE  original  Drawings,  when  exhibited  in  Bond  Street,  were  visited  by  many  thousands,  and  the  Twelve- Guinea  Edition  has 
been  largely  bought— among  the  purchasers  being  H.B.H.  the  Duke  of  York,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  the  Duchesses  of 
Leeds  and  Sutherland,  and  many  Bishops. 


Half-parchment,  art-linen  sides,  gilt  top,  for  cash,  M\  by  instalments,  J66  6s.    Full  red  morocco,  gilt  edges,  for  cash,  £8;  by 

instalments,  .£8  8s. 

Inttalmrni  Hnhterihtrs  pay  10«.  6d.  with  the  order,  10«.  6d.  on  delivery,  and  10a.  6d.  a  month  until  the  payments  are  completed.    In  the 
London  Postal  District  the  Work  is  delivered  free ;  beyond  that  diietrict  the  carriage  will  be  charged  forward. 

AN  EXPLANATORY  PAMPHLET  AND  ORDER  FORMS  FORWARDED  FREE  ON  APPLICATION  to  Messrs.  SAMPSON  LOW, 
MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

N.B. -Subscribers  are  receiving:  their  copies  in  strict  rotation;  the  sooner,  therefore,  such  subp 
scriptions  are  received  the  sooner  will  the  work  be  delivered. 


PROSPECTUS  FREE. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limitbd,  St..  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  ^.C 
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will  also  have  to  be  obtained  for  Sunday  contests.  Under 
the  changed  conditions  there  is  no  doabt  bat  what  more 
contests  will  be  fished  on  Mondays  or  Satardqy  afternoons. 
Coder  the  cironmstances  it  will  be  rather  difficult  for  soma 
of  our  large  clubs  to  decide  when  and  where  to  go  to. 
Some  of  the  canals  will  be  visited,  and  a  number  of 
oonteeta  will  be  fielded  this  yf  ar  at  Stoke  Works.  Droitwioh, 
Hanbury  Wharf,  Femhill  Heath,  Breirley,  and  Wiltncote 
Fishing  at  these  places  is  free,  but  at  Kingsbury  and 
right  np  to  Fazeley  a  charge  is  made  both  on  Sundays 
and  week  days.  Alrewa«  may  be  patronised,  but  a  portion 
of  the  best  part  of  the  canal  has  lately  been  netted. 
It  will  be  seen  from  my  remarks  that  the  clubs  who  rent 
private  water  are  very  fortunate,  as  in  many  instances 
th'y  can  do  what  they  like  ;  bat  the  majority  of  the  witera 
rented  are  unfit  for  contests,  and  they  hive,  as  a  rule,  to 
decide  their  contests  at  more  suitable  places.  Mr.  Comrie, 
the  secretary  of  the  Harbome  Society,  informs  me  that  the 
Ftzeley  Fisheriei  is  about  to  change  handj,  and  that  no 
more  orders  for  stock  fish  will  be  received  by  them.  The 
Harbome  Society,  some  months  ago,  sent  an  order  fcr  a 
quantity  of  fish  to  stock  their  pools  at  Bartley  Green,  but 
oould  not  get  them  supplied.  It  mw  transpires  that  a 
gentleman  haa  decided  to  take  to  the  fishery  for  himself 
and  friends.  Trout  fishing  is  very  quiet  so  far  this  season, 
although  we  have  had  some  very  nice  spring  weather  up 
till  Snnday  last.  Since  then  we  have  been  having  cold, 
frosty  nights  and  some  very  heavy  showers.  The  rain  will 
help  to  freshen  up  the  country  and  make  it  look  all  the 
better  for  Eister,  when  a  large  number  of  rods  will  be  out 
on  the  Severn,  as  it  b  the  nearest  and  cheapest  trout 
fishing  river  we  have  at  our  disposal.  The  Camden  Society 
held  their  annual  soiree  on  Saturday  evpning  last  at  the 
Camden-street  Board  Schools.  The  affair  was  a  great 
sQccecs,  as  a  large  number  of  the  members  and  their 
friends  attonded  the  dance.  The  whole  of  the  profits  will 
be  devoted  to  the  club's  prize  fund. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  weather  has  undergone  very  little  change  since  my 
last  notes  were  despatched,  and  trout  fishing  is  ooase- 
quently  only  receiving  ecant  attention.  The  north-east 
winds  which  have  prevailed  of  late  have  almost  been  colder 
than  any  experienced  during  the  winter.  It  is  not  sur- 
prising, therefore,  that  the  sport  is  at  a  standstill.  The 
atreams  have  been  running  in  capital  condition,  and  with 
a  warmer  atmosphere  some  good  bags  would  have  been 
obtained.  The  period  of  dry  weather,  however,  is  now 
beginning  to  affect  the  waters,  but  aa  rain  was  falling  at 
the  time  of  writing  (  Tnosday  night)  this  should  only  be  of 
a  temporary  nature.  The  email  number  of  bottom  fisher- 
men who  have  been  out  have  induced  a  few  trout  to  accept 
the  magsot,  but  at  present  the  fly  has  failed  to  prodnce 
any  satisfactory  results.  The  fish  generally  display  very 
little  activity,  and,  moreover,  aquatic  vegetation  and 
insect  life  are  very  backward,  which  is  all  against  suc- 
cessful sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

An  agreeable  change  in  the  weather  has  taken  place  in 
this  district  since  my  last  notes,  and  in  place  of  the  wintry 
weather  of  the  previous  week  we  are  having  slight  fogs, 
with  intervals  of  bright  sunshine  and  fine  riin,  so  that 
conditions  so  far  are  brightening  a  little  for  the  Easter 
holidays  ;  but  it  still  remains  piercingly  cold  at  times, 
although  we  are  not  having  such  hard  frost  as  previously. 
Both  the  river  HuU  and  its  tributaries  are  in  very  fair 
condition  for  fly  fishing,  but  perhaps  a  little  too  clear  for 
successful  operations  with  naianow  or  worm,  the  tidal 
waters  below  Hempholme  being  more  suitable  for  bait 
fishing.  A  few  decent-sized  trout  continue  to  be  taken 
both  above  and  below  the  lock.  Mr.  Q.  W.  Schofield,  of 
the  Central  Hull  A. A.,  secured  a  brace  of  nice  fish  just 
below  Hempholme  that  scaled  lib.  4^02.  and  IS^oz. 
respectively,  and  others  have  been  taken  at  the  back-ends 
in  very  nice  condition.-  Flounders  are  providing  a 
little  sport  in  the  lower  waters,  so  there  is  some  prospect 
of  the  Easter  matches  being  a  success  if  the  weather 
he  anything  like  favourable ;  eels  and  flounders  are  also 
reported  on  the  move  in  the  Holdemess  Brains ;  and  in 
the  river  Humber,  at  Paull,  some  fair-sized  codlings  have 
been  taken  with  mnssel  by  our  local  rodsters,  some  of  the 
fish  weighing  about  41b.  each.  The  Hull  £amblers'  A.S. 
held  a  meeting  at  their  new  quarters,  the  White  Horse 
Hotel,  in  Carr-lane,  and  elected  officers,  on  Monday 
evening  last,  also  arranged  to  open  their  season  on  Good 
Friday  by  fishing  a  sweepstakes  on  the  river  at  Hull 
Bridge,  the  members  travelling  by  waggonnettes  from 
headquarters.  The  officers  elected  for  1900  are  :  President, 
Mr.  Geo.  Waterson ;  vice-presidents,  Messrs.  Alfred 
Sooms  and  Ike  Austin  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  L.  E  ^bank ;  and 
honorary  secretary,  Mr.  L.  S.  Ewbank.  The  George 
and  Dragon  A.S.  open  their  season  to-day  (April  7) 
on  the  Hull,  on  Swinemoor ;  and  the  Horns  Angling 
and  Recreation  Club  fish  their  first  match  on  April 
8th;  bnt  perhaps  the  first  Hall  society  to  com- 
mence operations  this  season  was  the  Tigress 
A.S.,  who  opened  their  season  on  the  river  at  Weel- 
ferry,  on  March  25,  and,  although  the  weather  was 
anything  bnt  favourable  on  the  day  in  question,  yet  they 
mapF^g'd  to  secure  some  fith  and  dispose  of  their  prizes, 
which  nuTi bored  seventeen,  the  first  three  bfing  taken  by 
M^•i^^8.  W.  Potter,  A.  Wilkinson,  and  G.  Harrison.  The 
P'ize^  were  presented  the  other  evening  at  the  clab's  head. 
quarters  in  High-street,  after  which  a  "  smoker  "  ensued, 
and  some  firtt-class  songs  and  recitations  were  given. 
On  the  bat  going  rouna  a  nice  little  sum  was  subscribed 
to  the  local  war  fond.  A  new  angling  society,  now  formed 
at  the  Duke  of  York  Tavern,  in  Blackfriars  Gate,  also 
held  a  most  successful  smoking  concert  on  Wednesday 
evening  last,  when  a  boet  of  local  talent  delighted  the 
audience  with  some  first-class  scngs,  and  a  rather  lengthy 
prcKramffle  wa«  much  enjoyed  by  those  present,  iter 
which  a  ooIleotioD  wm  &1so  made  for  the  local  Trantfntal 


War  Fund.  In  fact,  owing  to  a  quantity  of  local  anglers 
being  at  present  fighting  at  the  front,  at  most  olab 
meetings  the  war  enthusiasm  is  at  fever  heat  in  the  city. 
The  Driffield  and  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Societies  open 
their  season  on  the  river  Hull  on  April  14. 

FROM  LIVERPOOL. 

A  report  from  the  Lane  speaks  of  this  river  as  at  summer 
level,  and  fishing  anything  but  well.  Trout  are  rising  in 
the  middle  portion  of  the  day  at  almost  anything  that 
floats  down  the  river.  The  wind  is  coming  from  anything 
but  a  popular  quarter.  Arrangements  have  been  made  by 
many  of  our  locals  for  re-visiting  at  Easter  that  favourite 
resort  Lkny  my  nech ;  there  is  not,  however,  much  prospect  of 
sport,  but  the  coun'ry  is  good  enough  for  anything.  News 
from  Warrington  this  week  is  remarkably  meagre ;  a  trout 
has  been  weighed-in  from  the  Dee,  another  from  the  Bollin, 
The  Supplementary  Society  have  fixed  a  date  for  a  visit  to 
Hartford,  but  it  clashes  with  another  fixture,  so  may 
possibly  be  altered.  Prom  Liverpool,  for  a  wonder,  the 
news  is  also  limited.  The  Centrals  were  noted  for  a 
smoker  on  the  2ad  at  headquarters,  which  was  a  success. 
There  is  to  hand  a  particularly  pleasing  item  from  this 
city,  which  shows  the  spirit  of  the  Liverpool  City  Angling 
Association,  who  are  the  holders  of  a  lease  of  some  valuable 
fishing  ;  with  oharaoteristio  generosity  they  have  resolved 
that  every  local  society  shall  share  in  this  same  fishing. 
The  Edgehill  Angling  Society  are  quietly  preparing  for  the 
next  match  by  acquiring  some  suitable  prizes  |  three  have 
lately  been  given.  The  maiden  annual  dinner  of  the 
Nelson  Angling  Society  was  a  big  success,  no  less  than 
sixty  members  and  friends  sitting  down.  The  harmony 
proceedings  after  were  splendid,  Trooper  Ray,  9th  Lancers, 
was  a  prominent  figure  in  the  Army  and  Navy  toast. 
FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Your  carefully  compiled  list  of  results,  printed  last 
week,  is  deeply  and  generally  interesting,  and  will  afford 
snbject  matter  for  dissassion  on  many  a  dull  occasion. 
There  is  one  thing  in  connection  with  1899,  and  that  is,  if 
the  perpetual  dieadvantiges  of  the  season  are  counted  in, 
it  compares  favourably  with  the  two  previous  seasons. 
The  fishermen  in  this  city  are  boys  for  figures,  and  they 
highly  appreciate  the  tables,  and  we_  shall  have  them  in 
evidence  on  many  occasions.  On  Friday  last,  at  Pendle- 
ton, the  Manchester  centre  of  the  Northern  Anglers' 
Association  held  their  last  meeting  at  the  clubhouse  of  the 
Horseshoe  Angling  Society,  and,  for  the  second  time  since 
the  parent  body  was  formed,  ceases  to  exist.  The  faot  is, 
the  centre  was  not  wanted  ;  it  was  in  the  way,  and  so  it 
had  to  go,  if  not  one  way,  then  in  another.  After 
honouring  all  claims,  a  snm  of  £2  23.  was  in  hand,  and 
this  was  voted  to  the  fund  for  succouring  those  in  need 
through  the  existing  war.  The  County  Palatine  Angling 
Association,  on  Saturday  last,  were  engaged  in  transfer- 
ring to  their  canal  at  New  Mills  500  roach.  They  were  a 
very  fine  lot  of  fish,  and  none  lost  en  route.  Two  clubs  are 
announced  as  lately  having  joined  this  association,  viz., 
the  Weaste  Angling  Society,  at  that  district,  and  the 
Britannia  Angling  Society,  Hulme.  In  order  to  avoid 
any  disappointment  at  Easter,  anglers  holding  travelling 
cards,  requiring  renewing  by  stamping  every  three  months, 
are  reminded  the  first  such  stamp  expired  last  Saturday. 
Anglers  from  this  city  who  haunted  the  Bollin  in  its  good 
old  state  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  last  week-end  afario  of 
13oz.  was  taken,  so  that  it  is  recovering.  ^ 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

There  is  nothing  doing  in  the  way  of  fishing  in  this 
district  just  now,  owing  to  the  coldness  of  the  weather. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  has  been  a  little  milder  than  it  has 
been  lately,  but  even  now  it  is  far  too  oold  for  fly  fishing 
with  any  degree  of  comfort,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
miserable  way  in  which  the  fish  rise.  Waters  everywhere 
are  in  splendid  order,  and,  with  a  little  improvement  in 
the  weather,  sport  should  be  good. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trout  fishing  opened  on  a  few  waters  on  the  1st,  but 
only  moderate  sport  was  enjoyed,  and  this  chiefly  by  the 
aid  of  the  worm.  The  fact  is,  the  tributaries  had  run  into 
lov  and  bright  volume  for  bottoming.  The  Trent  Fishery 
Board  have  presented  a  consignment  of  trout  to  the  Wel- 
lington Society,  and  the  fish  will  be  placed  in  the  Shardloiv 
waters,  which  already  hold  some  "  whoppers."  The  con- 
signment for  the  City  Piscatotials  was  expected  last 
Saturday,  bnt  the  fish,  from  some  cause  or  other,  failed  to 
arrive.  Doubtless  they  have  since  been  dispatched.  The 
society's  dinner  was  held  on  the  night  of  March  28  at 
headquarters,  when  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  J. 
Woolley.  This  gentleman  is  a  rare  sportsman  and  is  well- 
known  and  widely  respected  in  our  local  angling  circles. 
Rain  fell  on  Taesday,  and  on  the  following  day  the  Trent 
rose  a  few  inches.  The  downfall  was  cordially  welcomed, 
and  it  will  do  great  good.  There  is  nothing  doing 
amongst  salmon  and  there  cannot,  so  far,  be  many  fish  up 
the  river.  Those  noticed  in  the  Dove,  below  Tutbury, 
may  possibly  be  old  "  cocks." 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  typical  April  weather  this  week — sunshine 
and  showers— but  the  cold  and  strong  N.W.  winds  in  the 
latter  part  of  last  week  was  dead  againet  the  angler,  and 
very  few  rods  were  out ;  but  on  Monday  the  wind  got 
ronnd  to  the  west,  since  which  the  weather  has  been 
more  genial,  and  several  have  had  fair  sport  among  the 
trout,  both  with  the  fly  and  worm,  and  an  angler,  fishing 
at  Diglis  Weir  with  an  artificial  minnow,  captured  a  fine 
trout  of  from  4lb.  to  51b.  weight.  I  did  not  see  it,  but  it 
is  said  to  have  been  a  "  bull  trout,"  which  is  seldom  met 
with  in  this  part  of  the  Severn.  The  water  in  all  the 
streams  is  in  good  order  and  a  nice  height,  and  with 
warmer  weather  the  fly  should  go  well.  Aa  yet  hardly  any 
flies  have  been  seen  on  any  of  the  streams,  and  a  rise  from 
a  trout  is  quite  infrequent.  With  milder  weather  sport 
will  much  improve. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Reports  from  riverside  stations  and  other  angling 
resorts  which  came  to  hand  about  the  31«t  did  not  vary 
greatly  as  to  the  state  of  the  rivers  and  the  fishing 
prospects  gmerally.  There  was  still  news  of  snow  broth 
in  the  waters,  and  their  unfitness  in  consequsno*.  Snow 
remninod  in  evidence  in  Swaledile,  Wharfedale,  Yoredale, 
and  Nidderdale;  the  cold  winds  and  clouded  ekies  pre- 
vailed, and  signs  of  spring  were  hard  to  find.  Very  few 
anglers  have  been  out  alone;  the  Eek  binks,  and  those 
who  have  plied  their  tackle  have  not  met  with  re- 
munerative results.  Comparatively  _  little  sport  has 
been  experienced  in  the  Swale  since  the  advent 
of  the  trout  season,  but  the  rapid  disappearance 
of  the  snow  has  brightened  the  prospects  for  the 
Easter  holidays.  Rodmen  in  most  distriuts  are 
deriving  satisfaction  from  the  warmer  weather  which  the 
present  week  has  witnessed,  which  should  be  decidedly 
beneficial.  The  Blue  Hawk,  Early  Brown,  Spring  Black, 
Snipe  and  Yellow,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Spanish  Needle 
are  among  the  most  suitable  flies  for  the  Yorkshire  trout 
waters.  Mixed  feelings  are  being  engendered  among  looal 
fishermen  on  the  subject  of  the  desirability  of  a  close 
time  on  the  Ouee  and  Fobs.  They  have  been  taunted  by 
outside  rodmen  on  the  unwisdom  of  their  policy  in 
inducing,  some  years  ago,  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  to 
declare  those  waters  open.  Many  anglers  whom  close 
time  prevent  fishing  their  own  waters  come  to  York  to 
ply  their  pastime  and  appreciate  the  free  fishing  system 
which  is  in  vogue.  Local  rodmen  at  the  same  time  are 
regretting  that  the  Ouse  is  netted  for  bait  as  well  as 
fished,  and  that  the  Foss  is  deprived  of  its  breeding  fish. 
No  doubt  this  matter  will  come  right  in  the  end.  It  does 
cot  eeem  likely  to  fall  short  of  that  result  through  any 
lack  of  discussion  among  the  Waltonians. 


DEATH  OF  A  NOTED  FLY  FISHER. 
On  March  26  there  passed  away  an  angler  of  great 
repute  upon  the  river  Wharfe — Sylvester  Lister,  for  many 
years  tenant  of  the  farmhouse  within  the  grounds  of  the 
famous  ruins  of  Barden  Tower  on  the  Bolton  Abbey 
estate,  belonging  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire. 
The  family  of  the  late  Mr.  Lister  have  been  tenants  of  the 
dwelling  referred  to  for  some  generations,  and  it  used  to 
be  a  boast  of  the  old  man's  that  his  grandmother  had 
danced  in  the  Tower  itself.  This  he  used  to  assert  when 
the  ruins  of  the  Tower  were  referred  to  by  visitors.  He 
was  well  known  in  the  district,  and  tourists  and  others 
were  always  interested  in  his  conversations.  He  was  a 
man  of  hermit-like  appearance,  and  had  great  force  of 
intellect,  but  he  excelled  as  a  fly  fisher  on  the  river 
Wharfe.  His  experience  was  practically  confined  to  that 
river,  thongh  on  one  or  two  very  rare  occasions  he  did  visit 
the  Ribble,  and  tmoe  in  company  with  one  of  his  pupils, 
the  Eamont.  He  was  at  home  on  the  Wharfe,  however, 
and  possessed  a  knowledge  of  the  fish  and  flies  of  that 
stream  that,  in  his  day,  may  truly  be  said  to  have  been 
unequalled.  Prom  his  early  youth  the  river  had  attrac- 
tions for  him,  and  as  he  grew  up  on  its  banks  and  came  in 
contact  with  various  anglers  he  became  enamoured  with 
the  art  of  fly  fishing,  and  it  was  in  that  particular  branch 
of  the  gentle  art  that  he  took  such  a  commanding  position. 
His  own  observation  of  the  advent  and  character  of  the 
various  flies  that  are  known  upon  that  stream  led  him 
to  be  wonderfully  accurate  in  his  prognostications,  so 
much  so  that  certain  of  his  young  friends  used  to  joke 
with  him  and  declare  that  had  he  lived  200  years  ago 
he  would  have  been  in  danger  of  suffering  as  a  wizard. 
But  his  knowledge  stood  him  in  good  stead  when  he 
wandered  forth  on  the  warpath,  and  seldom  did  he  return 
withont  spoil.  His  box — for  he  preferred  a  wooden  box 
before  any  other  receptacle — was  often  brought  in  full 
to  the  lid  when  other  anglers  were  deploring  the  poorness 
of  the  day,  and  had  hardly  met  with  any  success.  Though 
he  suffered  from  the  very  serious  disability  of  a  crippled 
hand — and  that  the  right  one— he  could  dress  the  fine 
flies  used  on  the  Wharfe  with  wonderful  neatness.  He 
held  his  rod  in  the  left  hand,  and  whenever  he  caught  a 
fish  he  had  to  hold  it  between  his  knees  as  in  a  vice,  whilst 
with  the  fingers  of  his  right  hand  he  took  the  hook  out  of 
the  month. 

He  was  interred  in  the  graveyard  of  the  parish  church, 
which  is  the  far  famed  Bolton  Abbey,  and  his  last  resting 
place  is  within  the  sound  of  the  murmuring  waters  of 
that  river  that  he  had  loved  so  well,  and  by  whose  side  so 
many,  man^  happy  hours  of  his  life  had  been  spent.  He 
was  in  his  eightieth  year,  and  though  for  the  last_  two  or 
three  years  his  walks  had  been  much  circumscribed,  he 
never  suffered  much  pain,  and  his  vigorous  intellect  was 
good  to  the  last. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
G.  Taylor  (Liverpool). — Fanguson  fish  in  an  aquarium 
is  difficult  to  cure.  Adding  a  lump  of  rock  salt  to  the 
water,  and  rubbing  the  fungus  off  with  a  damp  cloth 
dipped  in  powdered  salt,  have  been  recommended.  Where 
water  weeds  thrive  well  yon  see  no  fungus  as  a  rule.  Hard 
water  encourages  it. 


The  Opinion  op  bvbry  ENaLisHMAN  is  that  liberty  of  speech 
and  action  Is  the  birthright  of  every  free  man.  "  Britons  never 
shall  be  slaves  "  is  one  of  the  most  popular  of  onr  national  boukb, 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  la  Impossible  for  slavery  to  exist  under 
the  protecting  shadow  of  tie  BritlBh  flag.  In  the  same  manner, 
men  cannot  remain  bound  by  the  tyrannlo  «hacklca  of  disease  If 
they  will  place  themselves  under  the  healing  intluence  of  Hollo- 
way's  Fills  and  Ointment.  Their  success  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
Is  now  a  fsQiillar  stoTV,  and  It  Is  only  necessary  to  say  here  there 
Is  no  known  dlsotdet  that  cannot  b«  speedily  onfed  or  relieved  by 
them. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[April  7,  1900 


[  We  do  not  ln)ld  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.l 


FISHING  ON  THE  AMBLEVB,  &c. 
Dear  Sib,— Would  "  F.  8.  L."  kindly  state  whether  he 
thinks  Bemonohamps  worth  going  to  for  tront  fishing 
only  ?  I  have  only  within  the  last  few  days  read  his 
article,  and  in  conseqnence  had  almoBt  made  np  my  mind 
to  go  to  the  Ambl&ve  after  Easter,  when  I  read  "  A.  K.'a  " 
comments  on  the  same.  I  have  bo  many  times,  through 
reading  an  allniing  description,  gone  on  what  has  proved 
little  but  a  "wild  goose  chase,"  that  I  wish,  if  possible,  to 
guard  against  doing  so  again.  I  do  not  know  the  Ambleve 
diatriot,  but  all  around  it  in  Belgium,  France,  and 
Germany,  my  map,  a  very  old  but  good  one,  shows  no 
railway  communicition  beyond  Spa.  Is  it  necessary  to  drive 
from  Ecmouohamps  to  get  one's  licence  ?  Of  course,  the 
river  would  ba  open  for  trout  now  ;  what  size  do  the  trout 
run  ? 

Perhaps  "  A.  K,"  can  kindly  inform  me  of  a  better 
spot.  I  see  on  the  map  a  little  place,  Amel,  on  the  upper 
Ambl&ve,  in  Germany.  Is  this  a  good  spot,  and  easy  of 
access  ?  I  should  much  prefer  a  place  that  can  be  reached 
by  rail.  Would  "  A.  K."  also  kindly  state  partionlara  as 
to  accommodation,  charges,  licence,  &c.,  also  if  there  are 
restrictions  such  as  exist,  or  used  to  do,  in  other  parts 
of  Germany  P  When  I  used  to  fish  there  as  a  boy  I 
frequently  had  to  give  up  even  the  coarse  fish  which  I 
caught. 

I  may  say  I  like  broken  water,  as  I  am  a  poor  hand  at 
throwing  a  lly  ;  but  otherwise  I  think  I  may  be  considered 
an  accomplished  angler.  In  one  branch  of  tront  fishing 
at  which  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  is  an  adept,  I  believe  I  cm 
lay  claim  to  have  beaten  the  record — at  least;  so  I  am 
assured  by  two  contributors  to  the  "  Badminton  Sports." 

I  have  read  many  articles  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  &e., 
on  Thames  trouting,  but  until  I  saw  Mr.  Wheeley's  articles 
(which  I  much  regret  having  mislaid  or  lost)  none  seemed 
so  entirely  to  harmonise  with  my  idea  of  how  it  should  be 
done  as  his.  But  still,  that  which  I  consider  the  most 
killing  method,  and  a  very  sportemanlike  one  too.  bnt 
only  of  use  in  weir  pools,  although  it  may  occasionally  be 
practised,  I  have  never  yet  seen  it  done  or  referred  to, 
although  I  have  read  almost  every  word  of  the  Fishing 
Qa%ette  from  the  first  number. — Yours  truly, 

Marlow.    J,  T.  Scott. 

SEA  TROCT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND  IN  APRIL 
AND  MAT. 

Deab  Mk,  Marston, — In  reference  to  our  recent  oorre- 
apondencs  re  white  trout  fishing,  our  friend  now  writes  : 
"  I  am  satisfied  that  your  friends  will  get  excellent  sport 
in  69.  Donegal.  The  white  trout  fishing  during  April  and 
May  is  simply  excellent  there,  and  as  I  have  made  the 
fullest  possible  inquiries,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that 
eport  will  be  good  this  season,  as  it  has  been  in  the  seasons 
gone  by.  Let  yonr  friends  procesd  by  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  from  Dublin  or  Belfast  via  Strabane  to  Stranorlar 
in  00.  Donegal,  and  change  there  on  to  the  Donegal  Light 
Railway  as  far  as  Finntown  or  Glenties,  either  of  which 
places  ia  within  tan  miles  of  the  ultimate  destination,  which 
18  Dangloe." 

Our  friend  further  advises  anglers  to  put  np  at  Hanlon's 
Hotel  in  Dungloe,  kept  by  Mrs.  Meredith,  who  should  be 
written  to  previously,  making  arrangement  for  rooms.  It 
is  most  comfortable,  and  within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  the 
bast  fishing. 

Hoping  yonr  friends  will  have  plenty  of  sport.— Yours 
faithfully,  John  Enriqht  and  Son. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Messrs.  Bnright  for  kindly 
giving  this  information,  which  was  asked  for  by  a  reader 
of  the  Fishing  GfazeMf .— Ed.] 


DART  BABY  TROUT. 

Dxar  Sib, — I  was  somewhat  amused  at  reading  the 
letter  in  your  valuable  paper  signed  "  Another  Angler." 

He  evidently  has  not  fished  the  Dart  much,  or,  if  he 
has.  finds  the  "  Dart  babies,"  as  he  styles  them,  too  much 
for  him,  and  has  returned  home  a  disappointed  man. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact,  by  experienced  fishermen,  that  the 
Dart  trout  are  by  no  means  easily  oautht,  and  a  6oz.  fish 
from  this  river  will  often  give — especially  with  fine  tackle 
used — more  sport  than  a  2-pounder  or  3-pounder  caught 
in  dull,  sluggish  waters.  The  Dart  ia  a  strong  running 
river,  with  rooky  bed.  This  makes  food  scarce  forthem.and 
at  the  same  time  makes  them  very  active  in  obtaining  it. 
Through  this  it  is  impossible  for  fish  to  attain  a  large  size. 
I  am  not  a  schoolboy,  but  1  can  show  "  Another  Angler  " 
■om«  good  records.  Truetiag  I  shall  not  bring  myself  into 
oont^mpt  from  him. 

Bioca  writicg  this  I  have  been  out,  this  Monday  evening, 
from  6.30  to  9  p.m.  Rilled  three  Dart  babies  weighing 
i^lb  —Yours  truly,  H.  T.  Distin. 

46,  Eigb  street,  Totnas.    March  81,  1900. 


THE  TAV^Y  AND  PLYM  ASSOCIATION. 
Dear  Sir, — Oan  yon  tell  me  the  name  and  address  of 
tha  searatary  of  the  Tavy  and  Plvm  Aisnclation  ?  What 
woald  ba  the  most  convanient  ana  central  place  to  put  np 
at  with  regard  to  the  great  length  of  the  association  water  P 
— Youra,  io.  L. 

FISHING  AT  WINDERMERE. 
DiAR  Sir,— Can  yon  or  any  of  yonr  readers  tell  me 
whathar  theva  ia  any  fiahing,  and  what  kind,  and  also  what 
hotel  saaommodation  there  la  at  Windarmere  Lake  during 
(he  r»oiith  nf  Angntt,  and  oblige  P — Yours  truly, 

W.  Mi  RBAY  NOBRID, 


DRY  PLY  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — We  notice  a  passing  remark  in  your  article 
on  "  Dry  Fly  in  Ireland  "  to  the  effect  that  Dublin  tackle 
shops  are  much  behind  the  timea  in  regard  to  flies,  &o." 

May  we  remind  yon  that  our  Dublin  branch  at  73, 
Grafton-atreet,  is  stocked  with  flies  of  all  descriptions,  and 
any  kind  of  angler's  requisites  can  be  obtained  there  ? — 
Yours  faithfully,  A.  W.  Gamage,  Ltd. 

(perP.F.  B  ). 
SPECIMEN  FISH.  I 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Jardine's  list  of  specimen  fish  was  very  i 
interesting  to  me,  but  I  failed  to  see  any  so  heavy  as  the 
brace  I  caught  last  September.  Cor  par  said  they  were 
true  roach,  so  they  are  not  hybrids.  I  enclose  a  photo- 
graph of  them,  which  is  rather  a  poor  one,  but  I  can  send 
you  one  mounted  if  it  would  be  acceptable.  I  thank  you 
very  much  for  answering  my  letter  to  you  concerning  these 
fish,  which,  as  I  told  you,  weighed  21b.  5cz.  and  21b.  6oz. 
— I  remain,  youra  truly,  J.  Codrtbnay. 

[The  photo  shows  a  very  fine  brace  of  roach. — Ed.] 

THAMES  DITTON. 
Deab  Sir, — I  waa  delighted  with  your  correapondent 
M.  Le  Balaftc's  "  Reminiscences  of  Thames  Ditton,"  that 
spot  having  a  special  charm    for  myself,  and  much 
patronised  by  the  members  of  the  Stockwell  Angling 
Society.    I  have  forwarded  a  photo  of  some  of  our  boys 
fishing  their  favourite  swim  there  (taken  by  Mr.  Fred 
Lee)  ;  your  humble  servant  in  the  foreground  ia  fishing  i 
directly  opposite  the  Swan  Ferry,  where  old  Harry 
Bogeraon  still  pliea  for  hire.    I  must  add  that  Thames 
Ditton  is  my  birthplace,  and  it  was  there  that  I  first  leaint 
that  aport  that  makes  life  so  enjoyable  to  the  angler.    I  | 
distinctly  remember  the  occasion  of  the  tail  hooked 


water  fish,  even  in  the  Dart,  private  waters  in  the  greatest 
measure  having  saved  the  breed  from  becoming  extinct  by 
filling  a  few  vacancies  caused  by  (as  reported)  the  unhand- 
some present  day  slaughter  of  the  smallest  of  innocents. 
At  this  weir  a  stranger  can  lose,  easily,  half  a  dozen  traces, 
minnows,  or  whit  not  in  an  evening's  fishing,  owing 
to  there  being  but  a  little  stream  and  a  foul  bottom.  Fish- 
ing here  is  very  cramped  as  to  space,  even  the  local  rods 
having  to  wait  their  turn.  Between  here  and  Dart- 
mouth,  off  the  Anchor  Stone,  which  ia  a  couple  of  miles 
or  Bo  from  Dartmouth  by  boat,  one  may  happen  on  a  bass. 
Use  a  Sin.  silver  minnow  of  any  sort  if  the  fish  are  in,  and 
as  to  mackerel,  a  few  oan  be  got  in  their  season  by  tiailing 
from  a  boat,  and  steering  across  any  shoal  that  may 
occasionally  enter  the  harbour.  Whilst  mentioning  trail- 
ing (railing  or  whiffing),  if  getting  a  horaehair  Hoe  for  tha 
purpose,  see  it  has  no  swivels  on  it,  but  is  "  Laid  up  "  tha^ 
proper  way  and  knotted.  Swivels  rust,  &c.,  and  are  but  i 
dangerous  makeshift  anywhere,  add  double  the  number  ( 
fastenings  to  the  line,  and  best  gone  without  when  no 
imperative.  Hand  laid-up  hair  lines  and  gat  are  bet 
than  machine  work  for  any  use,  and  salt-water  fishind 
makes  no  exception  to  the  rule  whatever.  I  mai 
add,  I  very  much  doubt  if  a  atranger  "  takea  out 
licence  "  he  will  by  its  aid  add  ao  much  aa  a  salmon  to  hia 
bag  in  any  "ticket"  water  between  Dartmeet  and  Dart- 
mouth. 1  should  like  to  see  published  the  salmon  killed 
yearly  since  the  weira  were  aomewhat  put  in  order  in  the 
three  miles  of  private  fishing  on  river  Dart,  now  goiuK 
begging  apparently,  nnmbe'r  of  rods  that  fished  it,  and 
number  of  days  out.  This  would  give  strangersi  some 
idea  of  the  Dart's  poasibUitiea  thereabouts.  Also  the 
weight  of  eight  dozen  Dart  tront,  with  the  weight  of  th» 
captor's  pockets  icclnded.    I  never  saw  any  apartments 


Thames  Ditton. 


birbel,  as  I  was  present  at  the  time.  Since  then  I  have 
fished^  in  all  parts  of  the  world — North  and  South 
America,  all  the  Cape  ports,  India,  Java,  &o.,  where  the 
groas  weight  of  a  day's  fishing  would  at  times  be  enough 
to  sink  a  wherry  ;  but  give  me  a  day  on  the  Thai^o»  at 
dear  old  Ditton  bsfore  them  all,  even  if  it  resulted  in  a 
blank.— Yours  faithfully,   Thos  Lt  cas. 

QUARTERS  FOR  QUERISTS,  &c. 
Sir, — Wnen  one  "  goes  into  print  "  one  should  certainly 
be  careful,  and  your  reporter  is  quite  right  to  partly  justify 
his  existence  by  pointing  out  my  error  in  placing  the 
keeper's  cottage — a  west  country  landmark  known  to  most 
concerned — on  the  wrong  river.  It  ia,  aa  he  impliea,  juat 
by  the  Tavy,  where  they  yearly,  almost,  have  their  fish 
poisoned,  and  which,  despite  meetinss,  they  can  look 
forivard  to  again.  The  angling  public,  too,  are  again 
indebted  to  him.  This  time  for  fulfilling  a  certain  proverb, 
when,  quoting  me  from  Fishing  Gazette,  March  24,  "  The 
water  is  barely  worth  the  while  of  a  stranger's  attention," 
he  himself,  writing  in  Fishing  Gazette,  March.  31,  lets  the 
cat  out  of  the  bag,  and  "  mentions  the  fact"— the  same 
hard  fact — when  he  refers  to  the  same  stretch  of 
water  aa  I  did,  which  extends,  and,  to  quote  him  again, 
"from  Dartmouth  to  Dartmeet."  I  can  only  repeat, 
to  prevent  disappointment,  my  well-founded  belief  in 
what  I  wrote  (I  made  it  clear  I  spoke  of  "  ticket"  water) 
and  now  write.  He  states  that  to  Totnes  the  tide  flows, 
"and  ccnaequently  there  are  no  freshwater  fish."  Let 
me  now  "explain."  The  fresh  water  meets  the  salt  at 
Totnes  weir ;  at  foot  of  weir,  tide  being  suitable,  brown 
trout  have  been  caught  by  othera  a*  well  aa  myself ;  thev 
run  about  the  length  of  one's  hand,  and  are  game  flan 
—as  are  tidal  brown  trout  of  sorts  the  world  over.  I  taka  it 
no  ontsider  will  deny  that  the  brown  trout  ia  atill  a  fraah- 


at  Dartmeet.  Finally,  in  writing  any  notea  on  thesr 
rivera  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  had  not  ao  much  as  my 
"  invisible  axe  to  grind ;  "  but,  all  the  same,  one  can't 
pleaae  all  handa — thoae  who  directly  or  indirectly  derive 
benefit  from  an  advertisement  of  "  their  river,"  as  well  as 
local  anglers  (numerous  enough  everywhere),  who,  if  a 
tiver  is  well  stocked,  very  likely  would  rather  have  it  to 
themselves.  I  have  no  more  time  for  writing  this  winter, 
and  have  done  with  my  notes,  and  am  about  to  sort  out 
my  gear  for  a  seaaon'a  work  in  Ireland,  where  I  go  as  aoon 
aa  weather  clears  a  bit.— Youra  faithfully,  MrtLBT. 

THE  SPORTSMAN'S  ALMANACK. 

Sir. — I  preaume  the  table  which  you  reproduced  from 
th)  "Sportsman's  Almanack"  of  1819  in  your  issue  of 
March  24  ia  only  intended  as  a  apeoimen  of  the  method 
formarly  in  vogue  by  our  anoeators  for  the  calculation  of 
the  times  of  high  water.  Leat  any  of  your  readers  should 
think  this  an  easy  and  accurate  method  of  tide  predicting, 
permit  me  to  give  them  a  quotation  from  Norrie  a 
Epitome  of  Navigation ! 

"  The  old  method  of  calculating  by  the  moon's  age  if 
now  utterly  obsolete.  It  was  at  bast  only  a  rough 
estimate,  and  might  be  in  error  from  one  to  two  hours." 

The  truth  of  this  atatement  ia  borne  out  by  the  onlonla- 
tion  at  foot.— I  am,  youra  truly,         A.  W.  Pabkrr. 

Monday,  April  10,  1900. 
Moon'a  age  :  16.6  daya ;  or,  16  daya,  14.4  hours. 

A.M.    F.M  AM.  f.M- 

Queenaborough    1.21   1.86  Leith                 8.7  3  22 

rortamouth  ...      0.1   0.19  Beachy  Head ..  11.86  — 

Southampton..    11.10  11.28  Dover              11.48  — 

Oalcalatad  by  the  tables,  12hrs.  48ia.'^0.48  p.m, 
Oorreotad  for  16-6  daya,  IShrs  16m.=:1.16  p.m. 


April  14,  1900] 
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THE    GREAT    EXHIBITION  AT 
PARIS. 


MESSRS.  S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.'S  EXHIBIT. 

"  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Go.,  the  large  whole- 
sale fishing  tackle  manufacturers,  of  Standard 
Works,  Redditch,  have  just  sent  a  very  handsome 
case  to  the  Paris  Exhibition.  The  case  is  built 
somewhat  after  the  French  model,  with  fluted 
columns  and  Corinthian  capitals.  It  is  mahogany, 
ebonised  and  relieved  by  gilt  and  burnished 
mouldings.  On  the  base  are  large  gilt  representa- 
tions of  the  various  medals  received  at  numerous 
International  exhibitions.  The  case  itself  is  about 
8ft.  by  7ft.  and  about  16ft.  high.  At  the  top  are 
two  carved  wooden  gilt  representations  of  the 
trade  mark,  i.e.,  the  Stag,  and  on  either  side  two 
large  tridents.  The  whole  of  the  interior  of  the 
case  is  creamish  white,  a  very  happy  contrast  to 
the  exterior. 

"  The  case  contains  a  magnificent  exhibit  of 
every  kind  of  modem  fishing  tackle  for  either 
game,  coarse,  or  sea  fishing.  Any  disciple  of  Isaak 
Walton  will  be  delighted  with  the  large  variety  of 
rods,  reels,  lines,  flies,  floats,  baits,  kooke,  &c., 
forming  as  it  does  a  complete  series  of  angling 
requisites  for  the  most  fastidious  of  fishermen. 
The  rods  are  fit  for  '  a  duke's  son,  a  cook's  son, 
or  the  son  of  a  belted  earl,'  or  for  any  fisherman 
who  wishes  to  try  his  skill  against  the  cunning  of 
the  piscatorial  tribe.    Amongst  the  many  novel- 


ties shown  may  be  mentioned  the  patent  floating 
bait  kettle,  which  can  be  floated  or  sunk  to  any 
depth  at  will ;  the  patent  electric  sea  fishing 
gear,  the  most  deadly  method  of  fishing  yet 
invented;  the  patent  rustproof  line  for  deep 
sea  fishing;  the  flexible  wire  phantom,  the 
Finland  phantom,  the  Hercules  gut  casts,  the 
patent  light  reel,  known  as  the  aerial.  A  new 
hook  called  '  Le  Parfait,'  designed  by  the  head 
of  the  firm,  and  which  is  considered  by  experts 
who  have  seen  it  to  be  the  finest  hook  for  either 
trout  or  salmon  yet  invented.  It  is  forged  and 
flattened,  with  a  curve  and  point  that  will  give 
the  greatest  penetration.  When  struck  it  has  a 
continuous  straight  puU,  with  no  dull  or  breaking 
points,  as  in  the  sneck  or  Limerick  pattern  hooks. 
The  hook  is  well  worth  the  attention  of  all  fisher- 
men. A  large  variety  of  baits  of  all  descriptions  in 
gilt,  silver,  copper,  steel,  ivory,  and  pearl,  bewilder- 
ing enough  to  make  one  almost  fancy  they  were 
looking  in  a  jeweller's  shop.  Rods  in  split  cane, 
with  and  without  steel  centre,  whole  cane,  and 
greenheart,  from  the  18ft.  salmon  to  the  8ft. 
trout.  Princess  rod,  weighing  only  a  few  ounces. 


are  all  built  with  that  excellency  which  has  so  long 
stamped  the  productions  of  Messrs.  Allcock  and 
Co.  We  were  attracted  by  a  novelty  which  this 
firm  has  brought  out,  in  the  shape  of  a  hex- 
agonal rod,  built  with  alternate  sections  of 
greenheart  and  split  cane.  This  gives  all  the 
advantages  of  the  steel  centre  with  none  of  its 
disadvantages.  It  is  both  rigid  and  light,  and 
the  beau  ideal  of  a  rod  for  dry  fishing,  possessing 
at  the  same  time  great  strength  in  liffcing  and 

E repelling  a  line.  This  rod  has,  we  understand, 
een  tested  by  some  of  the  finest  fly-fishers,  and 
pronounced  perfect.  There  is  a  long  array  of 
split  cane,  whole  cane,  and  greenheart  rods,  all  of 
the  highest  mark  of  excellence  in  their 
respective  classes.  The  landing  rings  and 
handles  are  well  worth  inspection,  two  of  which  we 
should  like  to  mention,  namely,  the  portable  and 
the  combination.  Amongst  the  reels  are  to  be 
found  Thomas's  Mahseer,  the  Duplex  Salmon  and 
Coxon  Aerial,  also  very  handsome  specimens  of 
both  trout  and  salmon  in  gun  metal,  aluminium, 
and  vulcanite.    The  samples  of  lines  shown  are 


their  Hercules  waterproof  silk  line,  which  ia  made 
from  the  very  best  Naples  silk,  and  waterproofed 
with  the  famous  Standard  dressing.  The  noted 
"  Stag  "  brand  air  pump  lines,  which  are  made 
from  pure  Naples  silk,  and  plaited  solid.  This 
line  is  waterproofed  by  plaxiing  it  under  an  air 
pump,  and  after  extracting  ail  the  air  the  oil  is 
allowed  to  enter  and  to  be  thoroughly  absorbed 
by  the  line.  It  is  then  wound  on  a  frame  in  a 
drying  room,  which  is  kept  at  a  temperature  of 
150deg.  Fahrenheit.  After  this  it  is  rubbed 
smooth.  The  whole  process  has  to  be  repeated 
many  times,  till  every  fibre  is  thoroughly 
permeated  with  the  waterproofing.  The  line  is 
then  kept  six  months  to  season  before  it  is 
ready  for  use.  Silk  lines  both  dressed  with  the 
gum  in  and  boiled  off  are  here  shown,  also 
their  famous  plaited  flax  line,  which  is 
made  from  the  very  finest  flax  procurable, 
and  is  probably  the  strongest  line  in  the 
market  and  considered  the  best  for  backing  all 
salmon  or  mahseer  lines  as  it  will  stand  well  in  all 
climates.  Salmon  flies  and  trout  flies  of  endless 
variety  are  also  on  view,  with  patterns  of  floating 


or  dry  flies,  also  hackle  flies  and  flies  with  double 
or  roll  wings  and  scale  wing.  Gut  casts  are  shown 
from  the  very  thickest  salmon  to  the  very  finest 
trout.  These  include  the  firm's  far-famed 
Hercules  casts.  It  is  claimed  that  by  steeping 
the  gut  in  a  special  preparation  the  pliability  and 
softness  are  so  greatly  increased  that  the  subse- 
quent process  of  knotting  into  caste  does  not 
injure  the  gut  at  aU.  Not  only  is  greater  flexibility 
and  strength  thus  gained  but  also  durability,  the 
solution  protecting  the  gut  from  the  action  of 
both  air  and  light.  Floate  of  almost  every  kind 
and  shape  are  to  be  seen  with  Tay's  patent 
adjustments,  from  large  live  bait  pike  to  the  small 
delicate  quill  for  roach. 

"  The  interior  base  of  the  case  consists  of  four 
handsome  panels  or  mounte  of  white  satin  under 
cream-tinted  paper  on  which  the  specimens  are 
raised  in  pleasing  designs.  There  will  be  found 
varieties  of  treble  hooks,  rust-proofed,  bright  and 
bronzed,  ringed  and  tepered ;  sea  hooks  of  every 
description  and  finish,  together  with  river  and 
lake  hooks  ;  specimens  of  the  Pennell  eyed  hooks 


HOOKED ! 

(Copy  of  Picture  in  centre  of  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Go.'s  Fine  Exhibit  at  the  Paris  Exhibition.) 
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•with  tvimed  up  eyes,  and  the  new  '  Le  Paifait ' 
hook  and  swivels  and  flies  for  all  parts  of  the 
world.  GafEs  for  salmon  and  trout,  with  eel 
spears  of  several  varieties.  Disgorging  scissors, 
clearing  rings,  wire  cutting  pliers,  sportsman's 
balances,  knuckle  joints,  worms  that  you  can 
almost  see  wriggle,  frogs  that  one  expects  to  see 
jump,  and  baits  that  seem  ready  to  swim  away. 
At  the  top  of  the  centre  panel  is  shown  the  medal 
awarded  at  the  Brussels  Exhibition,  1897,  with 
the  'Diplome  D'Honneur,'  which  is  surrounded 
by  a  laurel  wreath  of  little  green  flies.  At  the 
corners  may  be  observed  specimens  of  almost  all 
kinds  of  flies  and  insects  that  are  made.  On  the 
glass  shelves  in  the  centre  are  shown  reels,  fly 
books,  tackle  cases,  cast  tins,  gentle  shoots,  baits, 
trimmers,  and  floats  in  endless  variety.  At  the 
two  corners  are  shown  specimens  of  Allcock's 
famous  sail  needles  ;  also  samples  of  the  longest 
and  finest  gut  yet  produced,  viz.,  42in.  in  length. 
Altogether  the  exhibit  is  probably  the  most 
interesting,  attractive,  elaborate,  and  complete 
which  the  firm  has  ever  shown." — Reclditch  Indi- 
cator. 


REDDITCH  JOINT  EXHIBIT. 

The  town  of  Redditch,  England,  has  long  been 
celebrated  for  the  manufacture  of  needles  and 
fish  hooks,  industries  which  flourish  there. 

Following  the  recommendation  of  H.R.H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales  that  joint  exhibits  should  be 
made  by  British  manufacturers  of  particular 
industries  at  the  Paris  Exhibition,  the  following 
four  different  firms  decided  to  make  a  collective 
exhibit  of  needles,  fish  hooks,  &c. :  Messra.  William 
Bartleet  and  Sons,  Abbey  Mills,  Redditch ;  Messrs. 
Henry  Milward  and  Sons,  Limited,  Washford 
MUls,  Redditch ;  Messrs.  John  James  and  Sons, 
Victoria  Works,  Redditch  ;  Messrs.  Kirby  Beard 
and  Co.  (Limited),  Park  Wood  Mills,  Redditch  ; 
Mr.  Edgar  R.  S.  Bartleet  being  chairman,  and  Mr. 
Henry  T.  Milward  honorary  secretary  of  the 
joint  exhibit. 

These  firms  have  long  been  distinguished  by 
the  importance  of  their  works,  and  by  the  excel- 
lence of  quality  of  their  productions  ;  and  we  may 
mention  that  they  have  obtained  over  sixty  gold 
and  prize  medals  at  all  the  most  important  exhibi- 
tions. 

The  exhibit,  which  will  be  found  in  group  II,  or 
the  Avenue  de  la  Bom'donnais  side  of  the  exhibi- 
tion in  the  Champs  de  Mars  (number  of  case, 
42),  is  an  architecturally-arranged  structure 
designed  by  the  clever  young  sculptor,  Mr. 
Oliver  Wheatley,  and  is  in  the  form  of  a  (small) 
pavilion  in  cream  colour,  relieved  with  gold,  12ft. 
square,  having  an  entrance  on  each  of  the  four 
sides,  the  remaining  spaces  of  the  sides  externally 
and  internally  forming  the  show  cases. 

Columns  occur  at  the  entrances  and  corners 
framing  the  window  cases,  and  sustaining  frieze 
and  cornice. 

Above  the  comers,  and  conspicuously  placed 
over  the  front  of  the  entrance,  is  the  inscription 
"  Redditch  Joint  Exhibit  "  in  gilt  letters  on  the 
panel  flanked  with  balusters,  and  surmounted  by 
a  semicircular  pediment,  in  the  lunette  of  which 
is  introduced  an  ornamental  arrangement  of 
needles  and  fish  hooks. 

Above  this  again  is  a  trophy  of  needles  forming 
the  apex.  On  either  side  of  the  pediment  are 
decorative  figures  representing  respectively  house- 
wifery, typified  by  a  classical  female  figure  sewing, 
and  fishing,  by  a  river  god  holding  a  trident. 

At  a  convenient  height  from  the  ground,  and 
applied  on  the  columns,  are  shields  with  the  names 
of  the  four  exhibiting  firms,  viz. :  1,  Messrs.  Henry 
Milward  and  Sons  (Limited) ;  2,  Messrs.  William 
Bartleet  and  Sons ;  3,  Messrs.  John  James  and 
Sons  ;  4,  Messrs.  Kirby  Beard  and  Co.  (Limited). 

The  whole  is  raised  upon  and  surrounded  by  a 
step  6in.  high  and  3ft.  wide,  having  a  light  brass 
rail  at  the  edge. 

The  window  or  show  cases  are  eight  in  number 
externally,  and  eight  internally.  The  eight  cases 
externally  are  devoted  to  a  cleverly-arranged 
<x)llective  exhibit  of  the  four  named  firms,  most 
artistically  displayed  on  panels  of  velvet  and 
satin,  and  comprise  every  description  of  needles, 
sewitig  machine  needles,  crochet  hooks,  surgical 
needles,  and  hundreds  of  other  sorts  of  needles, 
fish  hooks  for  sea  and  river  fishing  for  every 
market  in  the  world. 

The  goods  show  up  well  on  the  coloured  panels, 


and  the  whole  effect  of  the  outside  of  the  case  is 
most  striking,  and  should  prove  one  of  the 
attractions  of  the  exhibition. 

Coming  round  to  the  front  again,  we  pass 
through  the  curtained  entrance  to  the  interior, 
which  represents  a  handsome  room  having  a 
centre  light  in  the  ceiling,  surmounted  by  a 
narrow  plaster  friez?,  with  the  inscription 
"Redditch  Joint  Exhibit"  again  introduced 
ornamentally  with  ribbons  and  foliage. 

Over  the  four  entrances  are  cartouches,  with 
the  trade  marks  of  the  four  exhibiting  firms. 

The  floor  is  carpeted,  and  in  the  centre  is  a 
small  ebony  table,  on  which  may  be  found 
advertising  matter  of  the  four  firms. 

The  eight  internal  cases  are  filled  with  the 
individual  exhibits  of  the  four  firms,  viz. :  1, 
Messrs.  John  James  and  Sons ;  2,  Messrs.  Kirby, 
Beard,  and  Co.,  Limited ;  3,  Messrs.  Henry 
Milward  and  Sons,  Limited;  4,  Messrs.  Wm. 
Bartleet  and  Sons. 

Two  cases  are  being  devoted  to  each,  viz.,  one 
for  all  sorts  of  fish  hooks  and  the  other  for  all 
sorts  of  needles,  &c. 

The  eight  cases  will  give  the  general  public  a 
very  good  idea  of  the  different  specialities  of 
these  four  firms,  and  should  enhance  still  more 
the  value  of  their  productions  in  the  various 
markets. 

We  give  an  illustration  of  this  handsome  case, 
which  has  been  built  by  Messrs.  Hill  and 
Egginton,  of  Birmingham,  and  it  will  be  seen 
from  it,  and  from  our  description,  that  it  will 


worthily  sustain  the  credit  of  this  important 
industry,  and  the  British  Commission  have  recog- 
nised the  importance  of  the  exhibit  by  giving  it 
one  of  the  best  positions  at  their  disposal. 


Occasional  Notes. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 

Mb.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop  Auckland, 
Durham,  has  brought  out  a  new  patent  clip  for 
securing  the  hanging  landing  net  to  the  sling  by 
which  it  is  carried.  Many  things  of  this  kind 
have  been  tried,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  beats 
evei-ything  for  strength  and  simplicity.  The 
bother  with  the  ordinary  holders  is  that  when  you 
are  kneeling  the  net  handle  occasionally  gets 
detached  without  your  being  aware  of  it.  This 
cannot  occur  in  the  new  "  Trigger  "  clip,  and  you 
can  work  it  instantly  with  your  left  hand.  You 
merely  take  hold  of  the  handle  below  the  knuckle 
joint  or  net  ring,  press  down  a  sliding  spring  with 
your  thumb,  and  the  whole  thing  is  released  and 
leady  for  use.  it  is  not  often  one  sees  so  great 
and  yot  ho  simple  an  improvement. 

1  confess  I  was  not  greatly  impressed  when  he 
first  sent  me  one,  with  Mr.  Cummins's  brass  bottle 
01  tube  for  holding  the  little  store  of  invaluable 
paraffin  for  oiling  the  fly.  But  I  sent  it  to  the 
"  Amateur  Angler,"  who  was  away  fishing,  and 
he  spoke  so  highly  of  it  that  I  had  to  change  my 
opinion,  and  now  I  often  use  it.    The  makers  of 


the  glass  oil  bottles  would  improve  their  value  if 
they  could  put  a  protecting  material  on  (wicker, 
leather,  &c.,  as  glass  flasks  are  protected).  The 
advantage  of  the  glass  is  that  you  can  see  if  there 
is  any  oil  in  your  bottle  or  not,  but  I  can 
recommend  Mr.  Cummins's  brass  oiler.  I  have 
not  experienced  any  difliculty  from  the  oil  leaking, 
as  I  anticipated. 

The  new  tackle-box  for  salmon  anglers  is  well 
designed,  as  also  is  the  light-weight  basket  of 
English  make.  Inside  is  a  Ught  removable  wicker 
tray  on  whieh  the  fly-book,  lunch,  &c.,  can  bo 
carried. 

The  best  pocket-book  fishing  register  I  know  is 
that  invented  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Kent,  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,  and  brought  out  by  Mr.  Cummins. 
It  is  very  clearly  arranged  for  easily  recording 
the  "  species,  number,  total  weight,  weight  of 
largest,  size  of  largest,  lures  used,  state  oi 
weather,  wind,  temperature,  companions."  1 

I  do  not  know  why  Mr.  Kent  thinks  ifl 
necessary  to  have  a  space  for  recording  the  stat J 
of  one's  companions  on  an  angling  trip,  but  in 
would  be  decidedly  interesting  and  might  b^ 
libellous.  i 

To  Mr.  Rolfs  special  pike  paternoster  I  hava 
already  referred  in  the  F.  G.  Well  describeq 
illustrations  of  it  and  other  things  will  be  founm 
in  Mr.  Cummins's  "  Supplementary  List "  for  1900] 


I  am  often  asked  by  keepers  and  others  whc 
have  to  do  netting  for  pike,  coar-se  fish,  &c.j 
where  they  can  buy  good  and  well-made  nets  atl 
moderate  prices.  I  see  that  Messrs.  Wm.  Burgesa 
and  Co.,  "  the  sportsmen's  universal  providers,"! 
of  Malvern  Wells,  England,  have  added  fishing] 
nets  to  the  nets  used  by  land  game-keepers,  and 
now  supply  casting  nets  from  14s.  to  75s.i 
(according  to  size  of  net  and  mesh).  Trammelj 
nets  from  20yds.  to  100yds.  long,  and  from  6ft.  toi 
12ft.  deep,  at  prices  from  42s.  to  270s. ;  also  fluej 
nets  from  23s.  to  82s. ;  drag  or  seine  nets,  and  eeli 
tunnel  nets.  I  have  often  heard  it  stated,  and  to 
some  extent  my  own  experience  confirms  it,  that 
eels  soon  get  very  shy  of  a  wire  cage  trap,  and 
that  traps  made  of  osiers  or  taimed  netting  are 
much  more  successful,  especially  after  the  fij-st 
week  or  two.  But  I  advise  anyone  wanting  nets, 
traps  of  any  kinds,  to  send  to  Messrs.  Burgess 
for  their  nicely  illustrated  list.  They  also  issue 
a  price  list  in  connection  with  their  fish  cviltur-e 
establishment.  I  have  pleasant  recollections  of 
Mr.  Wm.  Burgess,  the  founder  of  the  firm.  He 
was  a  keen  angler,  and  loved  a  week  or  two  on 
the  Barle  at  Tarr  Steps.  As  a  maker  of  pheasant 
food  and  alarm  guns  Mr.  Burgess  was  widely 
known. 


Having  used  their  waterproofs  and  fishing 
waders  and  brogues  and  boots  for  many  years,  I 
can  confidently  recommend  anglers  to  consult  the 
illustrated  announcements  of  Messrs.  Anderson, 
Anderson  and  Anderson,  Ltd.,  37,  Queen 
Victoria-street,  when  they  want  clothing  of  this 
description.  Their  "Silverburn"  waders  are 
made  with  a  light  rubber  upper  part,  which  can, 
in  case  of  necessity,  be  used  if  you  want  to  wade 
over  the  knees,  and  yet  in  ordinary  use  this  top 
part  is  turned  down  inside.  It  is  a  good  idea. 
Anderson's  fishing  socks  for  use  over  wading 
stockings — also  inside  wading  boots — price  2i.  3d. 
per  pair,  are  excellent.  The  combination  brogue 
and  light  wading  stocking  (with  heel  strap  to 
buckle  across  the  front  of  the  boot)  is  what  I  have 
found  most  serviceable  and  simple.  It  is  true  the 
leather  gets  hard  after  drying,  but  soaking  the 
boots  in  a  pail  of  warm  water  for  a  few  minutes 
makes  them  soft  and  pliant.  I  find  that  one  getft 
great  comfort  in  walking  in  waders  of  this  kind 
by  wearing  a  pair  of  smooth  thin  ordinary  socks, 
then  a  pair  of  thicker  wool  socks — as  referred  to 
above.  Keep  a  pair  or  two  always  dry  and  ready  ; 
for  use.  The  "  Simplex  "  sling  for  landing-net, 
invented  by  that  excellent  angler,  the  late  Sir  ! 
Assheton  Wilmot,  was  thus  described  by  uro  in  j 
the  FishiiKj  Gazette  a  good  many  years  ago.  ] 

"  Lieut. -Col.  B         W         called  ou  na  the  other  day,  ' 

and  we  got  some  partionlars  from  him  of  a  very  effective, 
simple,  and  cheap  iudiarubber  sling  for  carrying  the  landing 
net  which  we  have  seen  him  use  on  the  Stour. 

"  The  upper  part  of  the  sling  has  an  indiarubber  loop, 
which  is  stretched  over  the  top  of  the  landing  net  handle 
before  the  net  is  screwed  on.  It  does  not  slip  down.  The 
lower  part  of  the  sling  has  a  metal  ring,  large  enough  easily 
to  slip  up  and  down  the  stick,  and  when  carried  aoroH  the 
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shoulder,  so  aa  the  rubber  is  slightly  stretched,  the  ring 
slips  up,  and  holds  the  stick  close  to  the  back.  It  is  got 
hold  of  by  pushing  the  elastic  forward  and  over  the  head. 

'•  It  is  always  well  to  have  a  spare  top  with  you,  and  the 
most  convenient  way  to  carry  this  is  in  the  handle  of  your 
landing  net.  This  has  been  an  awkward  thing  to  carry  a*  a 
rule,  but  it  is  most  comfortably  done  by  means  of  this 
simple  rubber  sling." 

A  pleasanter  or  keener  sportsman  than  Sir 
Assheton  one  need  not  wish  to  meet.  He  was 
one  of  those  real  good  anglers  whose  loss  one 
always  feels. 

Everybody  who  wades  ought  to  wear  waders, 
and  everybody  who  wears  waders  ought  to  have 
the  little  "  Repairing  Outfit"  box  sold  by  Messrs. 
Anderson  at  2s.  3d.,  post  free.  It  contains 
mateiials  and  directions  for  repairing  wading 
trousers    and    stockings ;    only    tell  Messrs. 


the  flies  themselves  are  well  worth  the  money  I 
hope  Messrs.  Foster's  new  fly  will  prove  to  be  as 
catching  as  it  deserves  to  be.  The  samples  of 
Olives  and  other  dry  fly  patterns,  dressed  on  treble 
noughts  {i.e.,  the  smallest  fly  made,  000)  and  up 
to  Nos.  1  and  2,  for  other  patterns,  are  excellent. 
The  larger  box  will  easily  hold  four  or  five  dozen 
flies,  and  I  do  not  think  any  angler  who  sends  'is. 
will  be  disappointed. 

One  of  the  F.  G.  subscribers  who  lives  at 
Birkenhead,  Mr.  G.  de  Maupas,  bought  a  Poster 
"  Up  to  Date "  steel-ribbed  rod  last  season,  and 
has  ordered  one  for  a  friend,  and  says  he  would 
not  take  three  times  the  price  he  gave  for  it,  as  it 
is  the  "  best  rod  he  ever  used,"  and  he  is  not 
alone  in  his  opinion.  I  believe  Messrs.  Foster's 
steel-ribbed  whole  cane  fly  rod  wiU  be  a  great 


and  flies  in  the  perfectly  transparent  celluloid 
pockets.   

As  regards  flies  with  celluloid  bodies,  kc,  to 
which  I  referred  last  week,  a  corres^pondent  asks 
if  paraffin  affects  the  celluloid.  I  tned  immersing 
strips  of  celluloid  in  paraffin  for  twenty-four 
hours,  and  the  only  effect  was  to  make  them 
almost  unsinkable  in  water.  I  must  thank  the 
angling  editors  of  the  Field,  Land  and  Water, 
and  the  Aiuder  for  their  very  kind  references  to 
my  idea.  R-  B.  Maeston. 


ISLE  OF  MAN  FOR  ANGLERS. 

"  I  MUST  be  careful  or  I  shall  step  o'er  th' 
edge,"  said  the  man  from  Oldham  when  he  was 
going  out  after  dark  for  a  walk  in  Manxland. 


CuM.MiNs'  Patent  ■"  Teiggkk  "  Catch  foe  holding  Landinc;-net  in  Ring  ok  Sling. 


ThK  SAMK,  MITM   SI'RINI.   IN  I'LACI' 


Kostwr's  Flv  to  Catch  Fia  I'isreks; 


Cummins'  New  Boat  Tackle  Box, 

This  1)01  Is  made  more  especially  for  the  use  of  salmon  anglers  who 
lish  from  a  boat.  There  are  compartments  for  minnows,  spoons,  leads, 
prawn  tackles,  Ac;  also  parchment  pockets  for  salmon  casts,  traces, 
ami  salmon  llie^-,  and  speeiitl  places  for  scissors  and  Itle,  &<■. 


Cummins'  "Lightweight"  Basket. 
This  basket  is  English  made,  and  weighs  20oz. 
Inside  is  a  light  removable  wicker  tray,  in  which 
can  be  carried  tly  l)ook,  lunch,  Ac. 


Babtleet's  Transparent  Gut  Ca.st  Cask 
AM)  Ft.v  Hiilder. 


Anderson  the  colooi'  and  nature  of  material  of 
your  waders,  aa  a  khaki  patch  on  another  colour 
scares  the  fish.   

Foster's  Fly  to  Catch  Fly  Fishees. 
1  must  call  special  attention  to  the  very  taking 
fly  which  Messrs.  Foster  Brothers,  of  Ashbourne, 
are  now  angling  for  orders  with.  It  will  be  seen 
from  their  advertisement  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
that  with  every  order  for  a  dozen  or  more  of 
their  flies  (including  Mi  .  Halford's  patterns)  on 
eyed  hooka,  at  2a.  a  dozen,  they  give  away  a  neat 
metal  box  fitted  with  cork  strips,  as  illustrated  in 
their  advertisement ;  and  if  you  order  os.  worth 
of  flies  (two  and  a  haJf  dozen)  you  get  a  fly  box 
tmce  the  size,  or  4dn.  by  3in.,  and  iin.  thick.  As 


favourite  when  it  becomes  known — it  is  so  light 
and  powerful  and  cheap.  The  firm's  new  cata- 
logue is  just  out,  and  does  them  great  credit.  I 
must  refer  to  some  of  the  novelties  in  it  presently. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet  and  Sons,  of  Redditoh, 
whose  capital  leather  gut  and  fly  cases  with 
trannjHircnt  celluloid  pockets  1  have  uaed  with 
great  satisfaction,  have  now  put  one  on  the 
uiarkct  made  specially  for  sea  anglers,  and  1  can 
confidently  advise  them  to  try  it,  as  the  celluloid 
entirely  preserves  the  gut  from  its  vrorat  enemy 
— damp  (it  should  never  be  put  away  damp),  and 
the  leather  from  its  next  worst  enemy — light. 
Of  course  the  great  advantage  of  Messrs.  Bart- 
leet's  patent  fly  case  is  that  you  can  see  the  casts 


Small  as  it  is — thirty  miles  by  thirteen — there  is 
quite  sufficient  scope  for  the  angler,  sea  or 
river,  to  last  him  a  month  if  he  goes,  say,  from 
June  to  October.  Most  people,  and  especially 
Londoners,  make  Douglas  headquarters.  They 
don't  like  giving  up  altogether  the  reminders  of 
town,  in  the  shape  of  theatres,  concerts,  crowds,  and 
so  on.  For  such,  if  they  be  anglers,  I  should  advise 
sticking  mostly  to  fishing  in  the  sea  from  a  boat. 
A  crowd  of  noisy  lads  often  take  up  the  best  places 
on  the  Victoria  Pier,  and,  as  they  are  strictly  up-to- 
date,  one  may  hear,  as  a  codling  is  being  hauled 
up,  "Now  Johnny,  see,  another  for  the  syndicate." 
Mackerel  fishing  is  the  liveliest,  and  as  a  Peel 
fisherman  put  it  to  me  once,  "  They  face  the 
Manx  coast  about  the  beginning  of  July,  or  a 
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fortnight  eaxlier,  crossing  straight  from  the  Irish 
coast."   I  once  knew  of  a  party  who  went  out 
after  mackerel — the  usual  practice  at  Douglas  is 
to  fish  from  seven  to  nine,  then  return  for  break- 
fast— who  had  forgotten  bait.    One  of  them  had 
a  sixpence  with  a  hole  in  it.    This  was  spun  out, 
and  a  mackerel,  who  likes  something  bright,  was 
caught.    Of  course  they  had  plenty  of  bait  then 
in  the  skin  of  the  one  taken.  Some  young  fellows 
I  know  engaged  a  Douglas  boatman  the  night 
before  to  go  out  early  next  morning.     A.way  they 
went  before  a  brisk  nor'-wester,  and  when  a  couple 
of  miles  or  so  from  shore  suggested  operations 
should  begin.    "  Certainly,"  said  the  civil  boat- 
man, "  here  are  the  lines  and  hooks,  where's  your 
bait  ?  "    They  were  flabbergasted.    "  Tou  nivver 
towld  me  to  bring  bait,"  said  he,  "  an'  divle  a  bit 
it  is  I  have  at  all  at  all."   Needless  to  say  they 
fell  back  on  the  bottled  beer  and  sandwiches ;  but, 
to  slightly  alter  Bret  Harte,  "  That  40ft.  conger 
wasn't  theirs  that  day  anyhow."    Coming  into 
the  harbour  at  Douglas  is  a  small  stream  full  of 
trout.    The  first  mile  or  so  is  strictly  preserved, 
but  I  am  not  sure  whether  leave  might  not  be 
obtained  from  one  of  the  three  gentlemen  who  I 
believe  reserve  it  through  the  kindness  of  the 
Taubmann's  at  Nunnery  House.   A  run  of  half- 
a-dozen  miles  brings  you  to  the  Baldwin  rivers, 
where  plenty  of  fun  may  be  had  with  little  trout 
after  rain.   Personally,  I  much  prefer  Ramsey, 
being  rather  fond  of  quiet  rural  conditions.  Many 
streams  may  be  fished  from  here  :  Sulby,  best  in 
the  island,  Rhenass,  Auldyn,  Ballaglass,  Spooyt 
Vane  (White  Spout),  and  so  forth.   Port  Erin,  in, 
the  south,  is  the  best  place  for  sea  fishing,  and 
here  one  may  see  many  rods  at  work  capturing 
cod,  gurnet,  blochan,  or  flounders.   The  sea  fly 
cast  does  well.   I  have  seen  a  fish  on  every  hook, 
six  in  number  generally.    A  pleasant  week  may 
be  spent  in  little  boat  excursions  from  Port  Erin. 
The  one  most  generally  taken  is  to  the  Calf 
Island.    Between  the  island  and  main  land  is  the 
Sound,  a  fairly  good  place  for  fishing  fly,  and  as 
the  tide  races  through  at  from  five  to  ten  miles 
an  hour,  you  seem  to  be  fishing  a  rapid  river. 
The  coast  scenery  here  is  the  finest  in  the  island, 
but  you  require  a  fine  day  to  enjoy  it  from  the 
sea.    A  south-west  breeze  brings  up  a  heavy 
swell — sort  of  tail-end  of  the  Atlantic  rollers. 
The  river  Neb,  running  into  Peel,  is  a  capital 
stream  long  since  ruined  by  pollution  from  the 
lead  mines.    Next  to  Ramsey  river  this  would  be 
far  the  most  likely  for  salmon  to  run  up,  but  they 
can't  stand  the  quality,  which  is  very  special 
indeed.    I  have  seen  a  dish  of  really  fine  trout 
taken  from  a  small  stream  amongst  the  hills  near 
Kirkmichael,  on  the  Ramsey  line.   It  is  a  good 
tramp,  and  when  you  get  there  you  may  be 
inclined  to  say,  "  Trot  out  your  river,"  for  it  is 
only  a  good  leap  across ;  but  if  you  are  up  to  the 
"  running  worm  "  after  heavy  showers,  you  will 
succeed. 

Of  course,  apart  from  fishing,  the  time  passes 
quickly  in  the  island,  but  I  have  only  indicated 
angling  as  not  only  the  "  contemplative  man's 
recreation,"  but  a  great  deal  more  health-giving 
than  "  killing  fish  with  your  mouth "  in  the 
comfortable  hotels  of  Mona.  E.  E.  H. 


THE    SECOND    ANNUAL  FISHING 
TACKLE  TRADES  DINNER. 


This  function  was  held  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Mr.  S.  Allcock,  of  Redditch,  in  the  Gordon 
Room  of  the  Holbom  Restaurant,  on  Thursday, 
April  o,  the  attendance  being  much  larger  than 
at  the  first  dinner,  and  the  enjoyment  of  the 
evening  was  also  very  greatly  enhanced  by  the 
presence  of  many  ladies.  The  vice-chair  was, 
owing  to  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Oarswell, 
taken  by  Mr.  Harold  Bartleet. 

Among  those  present  were :  Mr.  S.  Allcock,  Mr. 
H.  Bartleet,  Mr.  and  Miss  Carter,  Mr.  W.  F.  Clay, 
Mr.  C.  Clark,  Prof.  Clifford,  Mrs.  Croger,  Mr. 
Daw,  Mr.  F.  Delaney,  Misses  Rose  and  Kate 
Delaney,  Mr.  G.  Dodge,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Gillett, 
Mr.  G.  Gillett,  jun.,  Miss  May  Gillett,  Mr.  J. 
Hatcher,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reuben  Heaton,  Mr.  E. 
Hedeer,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  Mr.  J.  Howitson,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  G.  Hoyle,  Mr.  S.  Jones,  Mr.  C.  Kaull, 
Mr.  J.  King,  Mr.  A.  Kelly,  Mr.  Lardent,  Mr.  L. 
Long,  Mr.  P.  Loudon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  S.  Malins, 
Mr.  W.  Marsom,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  B.  Marston, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Martin,  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  Mr. 


NichoUs,  Mr.  Noon,  Mr.  Ogden  Smith,  Mr. 
Ormonde,  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson,  Mr.  Pen  ton,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  Perry,  Mr.  Preedy,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rae,  Mr.  H.  H.  Read,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Richard- 
son, Mr.  Richardson,  jun..  Miss  Daisy  Richardson, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Richardson,  Mr.  J.  Roach, 
Mr.  Sacret,  Mr.  Scotford,  Mr.  David  Slater,  Mr. 
J.  Smith,  Mr.  Chas.  South,  Mr.  Morton  Stanley, 
Mr.  A.  Stevens,  Mr.  S.  Stone,  Mr.  W.  Taylor,  Mr. 
Torrance,  Mr.  TuUy,  and  Mr.  W.  Young. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  repast,  which  was  of 
the  usual  high  standard  maintained  at  the 
Holbom  Restaurant, 

The  Chaikman  said:  Ladies  and  gentlemen, 
we  have  met  to  spend  a  social  evening  together, 
and,  as  we  have  a  long  musical  and  vocal  pro- 
gramme before  us,  I  trust  the  speeches  will  not 
be  long,  but  to  the  point.  If  any  ladies  would 
like  to  address  us  we  will  gladly  afford  them  an 
extra  five  minutes.  (Laughter.)  I  now  have  the 
pleasure  to  give  you  the  toast  of  "  The  Queen  and 
the  Royal  Family,"  and  am  sure  we  are  all 
gratified  that  she  received  such  a  hearty  reception 
in  the  sister  island  yesterday.  At  the  Queen's 
time  of  life  it  is  wonderful  how  she  bears  the 
fatigue  of  going  about.  I  am  glad,  and  all 
thinking  Englismnen  must  be  also,  that  she  has 
visited  Ireland  this  year  instead  of  going  to 
the  south  of  France.  It  will  unite  the  two 
countries  more  than  ever  before.  We  are  all,  I  am 
sure,  glad  to  hear  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  escaped 
without  injury  from  the  ghastly  attack  of  that 
young  man,  whom  we  must  all  feel  is  insane  or  in 
some  way  wrong  in  his  mind.  The  Prince  of  Wales 
has  always  conducted  himself  in  a  way  that  gave 
satisfaction  to  the  whole  of  the  country,  and  is 
greatly  beloved  by  us  all.  I  give  you  the  toast 
of  "  The  Queen  and  Royal  Family."  The  toast 
was  most  heartily  received. 

The  VICE-CHAIRMAN  gave  the  toast  of  "  The 
Trade."  He  said :  I  have  been  requested  to  pro- 
pose "  The  Trade,"  and  I  feel  greatly  honoured  in 
having  been  asked  to  do  this,  because  I  am  not 
only  in  the  trade,  but  take  a  great  interest  in  it, 
and  have  been  connected  with  it  a  great  number 
of  years.  I  am  pleased,  indeed,  that  the  chairman 
has  suggested  that  the  speeches  should  be  very 
short,  because  that  takes  a  load  ofE  my  mind. 
(Laughter.)  I  think  it  is  a  very  happy  idea  to 
have  a  dinner.  It  brings  us  all  together,  and 
produces  a  feeling  of  good  fellowship,  and  must 
go  towards  making  us  good  friends,  and  to  work 
with  each  other  in  any  way  we  can  for  the  benefit 
of  the  trade.  When  I  begin  to  talk  about  our 
noble  selves,  I  am  doubtful,  somewhat;  but  all 
here  present  are  in  the  trade,  or  most  of  them, 
and  if  I  pretend  to  review  the  trade  from  its 
earliest  infancy  till  now  I  shall  be  pulled  up  by 
our  chairman.  When  we  look  seriously  into  the 
progress  the  fishing  tackle  trade  has  made  in  the 
last  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  I  think  we  must  all 
agree  that  it  has  done  its  duty  to  the  public  in 
bringing  out  all  that  fishermen  can  want,  and  that 
without  fishermen  we  should  do  very  badly.  Fish- 
ing has  still  a  great  hold,  and,  indeed,  a  greater 
hold  than  it  ever  had.  In  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
Tasmania,  and  other  far  distant  countries, 
the  trade  has  improved  and  made  immense 
strides  within  the  last  few  years.  In  fact, 
wherever  Englishmen  go  they  seem  to  take 
to  fishing,  and  that  is  good  for  all  of  us. 
After  this  war  in  South  Africa,  which  we 
hope  and  believe  will  soon  be  brought  to  a 
glorious  conclusion,  we  shall  have  that  country 
opened  up  to  us  in  a  way  it  never  was  before.  I 
don't  know  that  I  can  claim  to  be  a  fisherman 
like  some  of  our  friends  here,  but  I  remember 
when  a  lad  of  eight  years  old  going  with  my 
father  and  two  other  anglers  to  a  brook  about 
three  miles  from  Redditch,  where  I  live.  They 
gave  me  an  old  rod,  with  a  big  red  float  and  a  big 
worm.  I  swung  this  down  into  the  water,  and 
getting  a  bite,  threw  the  rod  back  over  my 
shoulder,  so !  and  landed  a  trout  of  31b.  2oz. 
(Laughter.)  My  father  and  his  friends,  who 
were  supposed  to  be  scientific  anglers,  did  not  get 
anything  that  day.  Fishing  is  a  subject  which 
grows  and  grows,  especially  when  you  meet 
fishermen  in  the  evening.  Then  is  the  time  fiah 
get  no  smaller,  anyhow !  (Laughter.)  I  think  it 
is  very  nice  of  the  ladies  to  come  and  see  us  here 
this  evening,  and  I  am  very  pleased  to  see  so 
many  of  the  ladies  are  taking  up  fishing — it  will 
encourage  the  husbands  to  go  on  in  the  good  path 
they  are  pursuing.    When  the  ladies  fish  they 


may  land  other  fish,  not  by  artfulness — oh  dear, 
no ;  (laughter)  but  by  the  beautiful  way  in  which 
they  spread  pretty  lures  before  our  eyes,  and 
fishermen  get  caught  in  a  way  they  little  expect. 
I  would  like  to  tell  you  one  thing,  viz.,  that 
the  workpeople  of  Redditch,  from  among  whom 
some  twenty-five  or  thirty  volunteers  and 
reservists  are  now  serving  with  our  army  in 
South  Africa,  are  subscribing  weekly  a  sufficient 
amount  for  the  support  of  those  left  at  home  by 
our  gallant  defenders.  (Cheers.)  I  beg  to 
propose  the  toast  of  "  The  Trade,"  and  to  couple 
with  that  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  Reube 
Heaton. 

Mr.  Reuben  Heaton,  responding  to  the  toast 
of  "  The  Trade,"  said ;  I  am  very  pleased  to  be 
called  upon  to  respond  to  this  toast.  I  can 
remember,  as  a  boy  of  fifteen,  travelling  to  work 
at  four  in  the  morning.  We  used  to  make  little 
things  for  America.  We  knew  nothing  of  fishing 
reels  as  now  made;  they  were  then  miserable 
things  in  comparison  with  the  splendid  wheels 
now  produced.  I  used  to  go  to  Messrs.  AUcock'a 
factory,  trudging  all  the  way  from  Birmingham 
on  foot,  and  he  gave  me  the  first  order  I  ever  had, 
and  set  me  on  my  feet,  as  you  might  say. 
(Cheers.)  I  have  noticed  the  growth  of  the  trade 
throughout  the  country,  and  I  am  afraid  we  are 
doing  things  a  bit  too  fine,  and  my  anxiety 
increases  more  and  more  as  I  get  older.  Tou 
cannot  produce  good  rods  and  lines  and  reels 
unless  you  get  a  fair  price.  Why  do  you  not  try 
and  "  keep  the  price  up  "  ?  Get  the  prices  up, 
and  keep  them  up  !  Now,  my  friends,  whatever 
you  do,  try  and  keep  up  the  prices.  To  get  a  day 
out  on  the  riverside  there  is  nothing  in  the  world 
to  come  up  to  it — nothing  in  the  world.  I  wish 
you  all  all  the  happiness  you  ought  to  have  in 
life,  and  hearty,  honest  trade.  Let  us  all  live  up 
to  our  "  Trade."    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Joseph  Richardson  proposed  "  The 
Visitors,"  saying :  I  am  sure  we  are  all  pleased  to 
see  so  many  of  them  this  evening.  I  remember  at 
our  last  dinner  one  of  our  visitors  remarked  that 
we  had  no  trade  association.  At  that  dinner  I 
suggested  that  a  trade  association  should  be 
formed,  but  not  having  received  the  response  that 
I  thought  was  due  from  the  trade  through  that 
suggestion,  the  matter  was  allowed  to  drop.  I 
think  you  gentlemen  here  this  evening  should 
seriously  consider  whether  such  an  association 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  trade.  We  hear 
a  lot  about  competition,  and  I  fear  that, 
rather  than  improve,  the  trade  will  suffer 
more  severely  in  the  future  from  this  evil,  unless 
some  such  association  is  formed.  If  you,  gentle- 
men, think  well  of  this  suggestion  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  further  its  interests  and  work  for  what 
I  feel  sure  will  be  a  success  and  a  benefit  to  the 
trade.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  give  you  the  toast 
of  "  The  Visitors,"  and  to  couple  with  that  toast 
the  name  of  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson. 

Dr.  Patterson,  responding  for  the  visitors, 
said :  Mr.  Chairman,  vice-chairman,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  I  feel  it  a  pleasure  to  respond  for  the 
visitors  at  this,  the  second  annual  dinner  of  the 
fishing  tackle  trades.  I  believe  this  is  the  second 
meeting  in  London,  and  I  am  told  it  is  the  first 
in  this  room,  where  I  can  hardly  feel  myself  a 
visitor — in  fact,  I  am  rather  at  home  here  once  a 
week,  especially  among  the  fish  you  see  on  its 
walls.  You  all  know  this  is  the  home  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  and,  perhaps,  the  most 
appropriate  place  where  this  dinner  could  beheld. 
This  is  the  sixty-fourth  year  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  and  the  second  year  of  this  dinner — let 
us  hope  we  may  all  live  to  attend  the  sixty-fourth 
anniversary  of  this  dinner.  I  am  afraid  I  will 
not,  and  a  few  more  of  us  will  not ;  maybe  some, 
owing  to  the  improved  sanitation  of  the  future, 
may,  and  make  those  fortunes  which  will  come 
in  those  days  to  fishing  tackle  makers. 
(Laughter.)  Looking  round  this  room  one  sees 
how  greatly  we  are  indebted  to  the  fishing  tackle 
trades.  I  am  a  very  amateur  gut  cast  tyer ; 
I  never  tried  to  make  a  salmon  fly  but  once  in  my 
life,  and  that  one  resembled  a  shuttlecock  more 
than  a  fly.  (Laughter.)  No ;  when  I  want  flies 
I  go  to  the  clever  fingers  of  the  professional  fly- 
tyer.  Our  dry-fly,  chalk-stream,  educated  trout 
in  the  South  of  England  know  all  the  names  of 
the  flies,  and  can  tell  you  who  made  them  too. 
(Laughter.)  Yes,  I  assure  you  they  do.  Mr. 
Marston  will  tell  you  the  same.  1  must  not 
detain  you  longer,  as  I  am  sure  you  would  rather 
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BURBERRYS'  WEATHERPROOFS. 


GABARDINE 
COMBINATIONS  (Patent) 

Proof 


^  RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 
s  HOT  and  COLD  WINDS, 

bo 

THORNS,  and  FISH-HOOKS. 


It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  advantages 
of  GABARDINE,  its  weatherproof  qualities  are  incon- 
testable; it  will  keep  out  drenching  and  continuous  rain 
without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  being  as 
porous  to  the  exhalations  of  the  body  as  ordinary  cloth, 
so  that  it  may  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest,  wet  or 
fine  weather  with  equal  comfort. 


THE  BUBBESBY  SUIT. 

Gabardine  or  Rainproof  Tweeds. 
Coat,  63/-  Breeches,  42/- 


The  "  BURBERRY  "  Coat. 

Embodies  all  essentials  for  Freenesa  in 
action  and  convenience,  with  a  smart  and 
workmanlike  appearance. 

The  balance  is  perfect,  the  weight 
being  evenly  distributed  between  the 
anatomical  parts  of  a  man  adapted  for 
weight-carrying.  The  shoulders  and  arms 
are  relieved  of  all  strain,  and  expand- 
ing pleats  at  back  and  front  add  inches 
to  the  width  when  '•  opening  out the 
shoulders. 


The  SLIP-ON 


for 


Is  an  example  of  skill  in  designing 
freedom  an  overcoat. 

Can  be  worn  in  roughest  weather,  afford- 
ing protection  for  hours  in  continuous 
downpours  of  rain. 

It  is  the  only  overcoat  which  gives 
absolutely  free  play  to  the  arms. 

Protects  the  knees,  when  seated,  like  a 
rug. 

Rolls  into  very  small  compass,  and  is 
very  light  and  convenient  for  carrying. 
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Gabardine  Combine,  63/- 
Rainproof  Coatings.  63  -  &  84/- 


BURBERRYS, 


30,    Haymarket,  LONDON, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


listen  to  the  entertainment  than  to  me.  On  my 
own  behalf  I  have  already  thanked  yon,  and  on 
behalf  of  the  other  visitors  again  I  thank  you. 

Me.  J.  GiLLETT  proposed  "  The  Ladies."  He 
said :  We  are  all  very  proud  indeed  to  see  the 
ladies  here.  It  is  not  often  we  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  having  their  company  at  our  gatherings  ; 
I  speak  feelingly.  They  are  not  often  with  us ; 
when  they  are  I  think  we  feel  ourselves  highly 
honoured.  When  I  am  going  to  a  dinner  where 
ladies  are  not  invited  my  wife  thinks  I  have  all 
the  best  of  it.  I  hope  my  wife  and  the  ladies 
present  to-night  will  have  had  some  of  the  best  of 
it.    Well,  gentlemen,  I  think  our  hearty  thanks 

-  are  due  to  those  ladies  who  have  so  kindly  come 
forward  to-night  to  give  us  the  benefit  of  their 

.  vocal  and  musical  talents.  They  have  conduced 
to  our  evening's  amusement,  and  in  a  measure  to 
the  success  of  this  dinner.  Therefore,  I  shall  now 
ask  you  to  drink  to  the  health  of  "  The  Ladies." 

Mk.  Frank  Ct.at,  in  responding  to  this  toast, 
alluded  touchingly  to  the  threats  and  devices  of 
other  and  (he  believed)  younger  bachelors  present 
to  evade  the  task  that  now  devolved  on  himself. 
Mr.  Gillett  has  said  the  ladies  are  not  often  with 
ns.  It  is  quite  true,  and  was  so  at  the  first  dinner 
owing  to  lack  of  time  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements,  but  this  year  we  have  enjoyed  the 
society  of  the  ladies  and  benefited  by  their  talents. 
I  thank  you  heartily  for  the  reception  given  to 
this  toast — it  is  nothing  more  than  they  deserve. 
Cheers. j 

The  Chairman,  in  proposing  "  The  Press," 
said :  In  giving  this  toast  I  desire  to  couple  with 
it  the  name  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  editor  of  the 
Finhing  Gazette.  We  are  greatly  indebted  to  the 
Press.  We  have  two  papers  devoted  entirely  to 
angling — the  Fishing  Gazette  and  the  Angler.  We 
have  other  papers  who  give  us  a  page  or  more 
every  week  showing  what  is  being  done  in  the 
angling  world  (the  Field  and  Land  and  Water), 
and  every  daily  paper  now  gives  news  as  to  the 
rivers,  sport  had,  or  to  be  had,  kc.  Fishing  has 
increased  so  rapidly  and  so  enormously  that  no 
paper  which  does  not  give  the  angler  the  news  he 


wants  is  complete  nowadays.  So  that  you  see 
we  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  Press,  and 
especially  the  angling  press,  for  the  interest  they 
have  taken  in  the  prosperity  of  the  trade.  I  give 
you  "  The  Press."  and  couple  with  the  toast  the 
name  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  R.  B.  Makston,  responding,  said  :  Mr. 
Chairman,  Vice-chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
on  behalf  of  the  Press — and  especially  the  angling 
press — I  thank  you  for  the  way  in  which  you 
received  this  toast.  I  had  the  pleasure  to  preside 
on  the  occasion  of  the  first  dinner  of  the  Fishing 
Tackle  Trades,  and  spent  an  extremely  pleasant 
evening.  I  feel  much  honoured  in  being  asked  to 
respond  to  this  toast,  but  am  sorry  my  friend,  Mr. 
Senior,  is  not  able  to  be  present  with  us  to-night, 
but  I  hope  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
him  here  on  some  future  occasion.  I  am  sure  we 
are  all  agreed  in  congratulating  Mr.  Senior  in 
being  promoted  from  angling  editor  of  the  Field 
to  the  position  of  editor-in-chief.  For  nearly  half 
a  century  the  Field  has  been  working  for  the  good 
of  sport,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  throughout 
the  whole  world.  I  am  very  glad  indeed  to 
support  the  chairman  this  evening.  I  have 
known  Mr.  Allcock  for  many  years.  He  asks  me 
when  I  am  coming  to  Redditch  again — that 
wonderful  place  where  fish  hooks  are  made,  and 
where  fish  hooks  in  thousands  are  found  lying  all 
over  the  roads.  I  really  think  if  a  lady  went 
there  she  should  wear  very  short  skirts,  or  she 
would  probably  pick  up  a  large  number  of  hooks, 
any  size  up  to  a  cod  hook.  Mr.  Richardson  made 
a  suggestion  this  evening  that  you  gentlemen  of 
the  trade  might  take  into  your  serious  considera- 
tion, viz. :  As  to  starting  a  trade  association.  I  do 
believe  that  such  an  association  is  necessary  and 
would  greatly  benefit  the  t)-a  de  throughout  the 
country.  Another  thing,  we  have  been  for  some 
years  past  trying  in  the  angling  press  to  get 
the  terrible  state  of  mess-up  in  the  numbering 
of  hooks  altered  and  put  on  a  sound  basis. 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentlemen  present  why  it 
cannot  be  done.  Some  say  it  is  because 
anglers  would  then  not  buy  Allcock's  hooks  or 


Bartleet's  hooks,  but  Jones's  or  someone  else's ; 
perhaps  there  is  something  in  that.  But  for 
anglers  ordering  from  catalogues  it  is  extremely 
inconvenient  not  to  have  a  proper  numbering.  I 
must  thank  the  trade  for  supporting  my  little 
fund  for  tobacco  for  our  wounded  soldiers  and 
sailors  home  from  the  war  in  South  Africa.  I  did 
not  appeal  to  the  trade,  but  you  have  given  the 
fund  your  hearty  support.  Each  of  our  soldiers 
and  sailors  who  have  come  home  has  received  a 
present  of  tobacco  and  cigarettes  from  this  fund, 
and  their  thanks  are  very  hearty  and  sincere. 
They  hsive  written  to  me  to  say  that  next  to  the 
chocolate  in  tins  presented  by  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  they  prize  the  tin  of  tobacco  from  the 
Fiftliing  Gazette.  I  am  glad  to  see  the  trade  are 
supporting  the  exhibition  in  Paris.  A  few  years 
ago,  and  especially  last  year,  we  heard  a  lot  about 
boycotting  this  exhibition.  I  think  it  is  a  great 
mistake  that  we  Englishmen  should  talk  about 
boycotting  the  French  nation  on  account  of 
attacks  made  on  us  in  the  less  reputable  French 
papers,  and  am  glad  to  find  that  Messrs.  Allcock 
and  Messrs.  Bartleet,  and  other  fishing  tackle 
firms,  will  represent  Great  Britain  at  the  forth- 
coming exhibition.  I  think  it  was  at  the 
Fisheries  Exhibition  in  1883  that  I  first  met  Mr. 
Reuben  Heaton,  who  was  standing  near  a  stall  at 
the  time ;  and  a  gentleman  came  up  and  said  to  a 
tackle  maker  exhibiting  there  that  rods  were 
made  of  unseasoned  wood.  "  Oh,  no  !  "  replied 
the  maker,  "  we  never  keep  any  in  the  place." 
Quickly  came  the  retort,  "  No,  because  you  make 
it  up  at  once  and  send  it  out."  There  may  be 
some  little  truth  in  that.  But,  gentlemen,  even  if 
it  is  only  a  sixpenny  rod,  why  ilot  make  it  of 
seasoned  as  well  as  unseasoned  wood  r  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  Meter,  in  moving  the  toast  of  "The 
OfiBcers,"  which  was  very  heartily  received, 
referred  to  the  immense  amount  of  work  which 
the  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  A.  Meyer, 
H.  H.  Read,  A.  Carter,  J.  Gillett,  E.  Perry, 
Joseph  Richardson,  and  D.  Slater,  and  especially 
Mr.  Frank  Clay  (the  secretary),  who,  as  they  aU 
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knew,  was  a  busy  man,  and  therefore  the  best  man 
to  get  through  with  work,  had  done  in  organising 
this  dinner,  and  said  the  thanks  of  those  present 
were  due  to  their  committee  and  their  most 
energetic  secretary. 

Mr.  Clay  responded  briefly,  and  mentioned 
that  had  the  response  from  the  trade  been  made 
more  promptly  his  work  would  have  been  very 
much  lightened.  They  had  to  thank  Mr.  Bartleet 
for  taking  the  vice-chair  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Carswell.  The  latter  had  been  one  of  the  most 
ardent  supporters  of  this  dinner  from  the  com- 
mencement, and  much  of  the  success  was 
due  to  him.  He  was  pleased  to  say  they  had 
about  twice  as  many  present  as  at  the  first 
dinner,  and  trusted  next  year  would  see  a  further 
increase  in  the  attendance,  and  that  the  ladies 
would  on  that  occasion  again  honour  them  with 
their  company. 

Mr.  A.  Carter  having  proposed  the  health  of 
the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman,  and  they 
having  responded,  the  National  Anthem  was 
sung,  and  the  evening  closed.  It  was  from  start 
to  finish  most  enjoyable,  and  must  tend  to  a 
greater  unity  among  the  trade.  We  look  forward 
to  an  even  more  successful  gathering  when  the 
next  anniversary  comes. 

During  the  evening  a  vocal  and  musical  enter- 
tainment was  rendered  by  Miss  Carter.  Miss 
Daisy  Richardson,  Miss  May  Gillett,  Miss  Latour, 
Miss  Littlejohn,  and  Messrs.  John  Allan,  W.  J. 
Clay,  Reuben  Heaton,  George  Hedges,  Harry 
Knight,  Herbert  Linwood,  L.  Poynter,  E.  Rae, 
George  Renn,  E.  Roberts,  and  Billy  Taylor. 

A  photograph  of  the  banquet  was  taken  during 
the  evening  by  Messrs.  Fradelle  and  Young,  of 
283,  Regent-street,  from  whom  copies  may  be 
obtained. 


AN  AUTUMN  DAY  ON  THE  DEE. 


One  crowded  hour  of  glorious  JiPe 

Is  worth  a  world  without  a  name.  — Sf  ott. 

The  beech  leaves  are  flying,  and  the  pine  tops 
dance  wildly  as  they  are  caught  and  cuffed  by  the 
south-west  gale.  Black,  ominous  clouds  gloom 
over  the  sky  and  fleet  before  the  wind  from 
horizon  to  horizon.  The  weather-wise  shake 
their  dissuasive  heads  when,  rod  in  hand,  you 
step  on  the  railway  platform  and  announce  your 
intention  of  trying  for  a  salmon.  "  The  river  is 
too  low  and  clear ;  the  stream  is  thick  with 
floating  leaves,"  they  object,  while  the  strength 
of  the  wind  and  the  absence  of  sunshine  are 
gravely  urged  as  fatal  circumstances.  But  it  is 
your  last  chance  for  the  season,  and  the  "  last 
taste  of  sweet  is  sweetest,"  so  that  hope  easily 
brushes  aside  the  quidnuncs'  wisdom  and 
promises  herself  a  pleasant  outing  even  if  the 
central  factor  of  "  a  kill "  be  eliminated.  Are 
not  the  autumn  tints  glowing  at  their  ruddiest  ? 
Is  not  that  prize  enough,  even  though  this  basket 
be  empty  ?  So  you  trudge  off  serenely,  resolved 
to  be  content  with  the  beauties  of  nature,  and, 
indeed,  at  this  season  these  are  sufiicient  to  fill 
the  least  imaginative  soul  with  ecstacy.  The 
harmonious  blending  of  yellows  and  reds  and 
greens  that  the  wooded  reaches  of  the  Dee  valley 
present  when  October  is  waning  appeals  to  most 
minds,  albeit  its  full  beauty  can  be  realised  and 
felt  only  by  the  artist.  The  flaming  red  of  the 
beeches,  brighter  in  contrast  with  the  glaucous 
green  of  the  surrounding  Scotch  firs,  the  delicate 
pale  gold  of  the  lacework-like  leafage  of  the  silver- 
boled  birch,  the  wild  cherry  flicking  the  rosy 
remnants  of  its  summer's  pride,  and  the  bronze  of 
the  fading  oak  are  all  painted  with  nature's  lavish 
and  liberal  hand.  Flowers  there  are  none ;  but 
their  place  is  taken  by  something  more  massive 
and  splendid,  and  on  a  scale  eclipsing  their 
minuter  beauties.  The  dog  hips,  still  intact, 
shine  bright  on  every  rose  bush  by  the  wayside, 
and  the  bare  stubble  fields  are  relieved  in  colouring 
by  the  contiguous  green  of  the  leafy  turnip. 
Within  the  wood  the  beech  nuts  and  acorns  are 
pattering  to  the  ground ;  through  the  withered 
bracken,  dry  and  sapless  and  light  chocolate  in 
hue,  creep  the  trailing  bramble  shoots,  beaded 
here  and  there  by  glistening  fruit,  and  the  litter 
of  leaves  already  shed  without  to  all  appearance 
materially  diminisbing  the  glories  overhead  (so 
profuse  is  the  supply),  and  not  yet  compounded 
with  the  earth  from  which  the  sun's  magic  lured 
them,  rustles  crisply  under  the  passing  foot. 


Where  the  wind  has  not  yet  disturbed  them  the 
scattered  leafage  lies  inches  deep,  and  suggests 
Milton's  "  thick  as  autumnal  leaves  in  VaUom- 
brosa,"  but  aloft  the  breeze  whistles  and  soughs, 
and  surges  in  the  tree  tops.  Here,  in  the  covert, 
you  are  in  a  heaven  of  peace,  and  your  footfall  on 
the  velvet  carpet  of  moss,  or  a  springy  bed  of  fir- 
needles, makes  no  sound;  you  are  in  a  hushed 
retreat  which  no  boisterous  gusts  can  piei'ce. 

You  emerge  at  the  river  bank,  where  the  flying 
gold  of  the  woodlands  is  being  rapidly  liquidated 
by  the  spendthrift  gale  and  whirled  into  the  swift 
and  sUvery  Dee.  You  are  soon  equipped  for  war- 
fare, and  your  fly  is  searching  the  depths  of  a 
likely  pool.  Carefully  you  cover  one  pool  after 
another,  but  without  result,  and  you  begin  to 
credit  the  wisdom  of  your  would-be  prophets. 
The  wind  is  furious  and  troublesome,  and,  as  they 
predicted,  the  stream  is  aglow  with  floating 
leaves,  but  you  do  not  despair.  The  sun  breaks 
through  the  clouds  and  sends  a  jubilant  ray  into 
the  pellucid  stream,  lighting  up  each  rounded 
pebble  in  the  river  bed.  You  are  casting 
mechanically,  for  you  have  not  had  one  spark  of 
encouragement  to  keep  your  attention  on  the 
alert,  when  suddenly  you  feel  a  sturdy  jerk,  and 
that  indescribable  electric  tremor  that  comes 
from  contact  with  a  living  thing,  and  in  a  flash 
you  realise  that  your  fly  has  gone  home  and  that 
you  have  an  exciting  struggle  before  you.  At  first 
you  see  nothing,  but  your  line  moves  with  a 
steady  pull  upstream  into  the  more  broken  water. 
Gradually  the  pace  increases  as  your  victim  seems 
to  realise  the  gravity  of  the  predicament,  and 
when  he  reaches  the  neck  of  the  current  he  sends 
your  heart  into  your  mouth  by  plunging  for  a 
brief  moment  into  visibility.  So  sudden  is  the 
movement,  and  so  unexpected  the  size  of  the  fish, 
that  for  a  second  your  will-power  is  paralysed, 
and  you  forget  that  most  elementary  precept  in 
such  circumstances,  the  necessity  of  lowei-ing 
your  rod,  but  fortune  is  kind,  and  no  mishap 
occurs.  He  darts  across  to  the  opposite  bank, 
while  your  reel  "skirls'"  fiercely  and  your  19ft. 
rod  bends  like  a  bow.  That  short  glimpse  of  his 
shining  bulk  bespeaks  a  20-pounder  at  least,  and 
your  friends  who  have  come  to  give  help  and 
guidance  begin  to  speculate  on. your  chances  of  a 
successful  issue.  "  Remember  the  smallness  of 
your  hook  and  be  cautious."  ''  Do  not  dally,  for 
something  may  get  chafed,  and  he  may  break 
away."  It  is  needless  to  attempt  adhering  to 
these  contradictory  counsels,  for  the  fish  has  it 
all  his  own  way  for  a  time — down-stream  on  this 
side,  then  athwart  the  current  and  up-stream  on 
the  other  side,  then  a  fall  back  to  deeper  water 
and  again  a  charge  forward,  and  these  see-saw 
manoeuvres  are  repeated  again  and  again.  If  your 
prey  had  only  the  wit  to  rush  up-stream  in  one 
continuous  and  sustained  effort,  he  would  leave 
you  hopelessly  behind,  and  soon  exhaust  your 
reserve  of  line,  and  liberty  would  be  his ;  but, 
fortunately,  this  policy  has  not  dawned  as  yet  on 
the  piscine  brain.  For  twenty  minutes  you 
pace  up  and  down,  muscle  and  mind  on  the 
strain,  till  your  biceps — unaccustomed  to  this 
kind  of  exertion — tremble  and  ache.  A  happy 
moment  is  chosen,  and  your  friend  steps 
out  with  the  gaff  to  bring  the  fish  to  land,  but  his 
spirit  is  yet  unbroken,  and  the  sight  of  a  human 
being  in  so  close  proximity  sends  him  forth  once 
more  on  his  wild  career.  A  second  time  and  a 
third  time  the  same  thing  happens,  but  at  last  he 
is  flapping  his  tail  on  the  pebbly  strand.  He 
turns  the  scales  at  22.Ub. — a  plump  and  silvery 
fish  with  a  cicatrix  behind  the  dorsal  fin — 
interesting  record  of  an  attack  by  seal  or  otter, 
from  which  he  happily  escaped  to  fall  into  more 
appreciative  hands. 

It  is  time  for  lunch,  which  all  ai"e  agreed  has 
been  well  earned,  but  after  an  hour's  ad journment 
operations  start  afresh.  The  wind  is  more 
violent,  the  shower  of  whistling  leaves  thicker 
than  ever,  but  the  sun  continues  to  throw  his 
bright  gleams  over  the  wooded  banks,  brightening 
the  islets  of  colour  in  the  sea  of  pines.  There  is 
no  fresh  excitement  until  you  come  to  the  scene 
of  your  early  triumph,  and  at  the  identical  spot 
where  that  took  place  you  hook  another  fish.  His 
tactics  are  the  same,  but  he  is  less  heavy,  more 
sombre  in  colour,  less  determined  in  spirit. 
Moreover,  you  are  more  at  your  ease.  "  Use 
lesseiw  marvel."  In  a  few  minutes  he,  too,  is 
jerking  his  expansive  tail  on  the  clean  pebbles — a 
in-pounder,  which,  if  he  had  stood  alone,  would 


have  been  something  to  speak  of,  but  he  suffered 
from  eclipse  by  a  greater. 

The  sun  declines  in  the  west,  and  with  it  goes 
the  sobbing  wind ;  the  hush  of  a  cloudless  autumn 
evening  settles  on  the  hills.  A  star  peeps  out, 
and  in  the  gathering  dusk  you  make  for  the  raiU 
way  station  and  the  bustle  of  the  city  streets,  but 
you  will  fight  youj'  battles  o'er  again,  and  recall 
that  October  day  with  no  mean  pride.       G.  S. 


ERRORS  IN  SEA  ANGLING. 


Is  it  not  surprising  to  think  that  for  manjj 
years  there  has  not  been  any  appreciable  differ! 
ence  made  in  the  sea  angler's  tackle,  or  his  general 
ideas  of  same,  considering  the  many  practical 
demonstrations  he  obtains  when  fishing,  showingl 
that  his  method  and  appliances  are  wrong  ?  1 

It  we  take  Deal  as  a  typical  haunt  of  the  sea 
angler  you  will  generally  find  his  mind  filled  witU 
the  idea  that  the  only  tackle  correct  for  the  plaoJ 
is  that  capable  of  "dragging  "  up  a  cod  or  othen 
fish  weighing  201b.  to  251b.  1 

It  is  well  known  by  many,  but  owned  to  by  fewJ 
that  a  cod  weighing  from  51b.  to  251b.  is  a  raritji 
round  the  coast,  considering  the  thousands,  aye,i 
millions  of  fine  whiting,  codling,  &c.,  to  be 
caught. 

Anyone  who  travels  z-egularly  by  the  8.30  p.m. 
up  train  on  Sundays  from  Deal  could  not  help 
but  notice  the  great  number  of  anglers  with  few 
or  no  fish,  the  man  with  a  big  catch  being  quite 
an  exception  to  the  rule. 

At  long  intervals,  when  there  happens  to  be  an 
extra  influx  of  hungry  fish  in  shore,  you  may  then 
see,  and  only  then,  the  order  of  things  reversed. 
But  the  intention  of  the  writer  of  this  article  is 
not  to  advise  anyone  how  to  catch  fish,  when  even 
a  boy  with  the  proverbial  string  and  pin  could  do 
as  well,  but  how  to  catch  a  goodly  quantity  when 
the  fish  are  there  in  fair  numbers,  but  "  shy  "  sea 
anglers  wiU  fish  under  the  latter  conditions 
nineteen  days  out  of  twenty. 

The  great  reason  why  sea  anglers  meet  with 
such  little  success  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  their 
tackle  is  too  thick  and  complicated  to  ensure  a 
good  all-round  catch. 

I  might  call  for  your  consideration  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette's  issue  dated  Nov.  10,  1899.  for 
the  B.S.A.S.  competition  result,  which,  consider- 
ing the  favourable  tide,  number  of  entries.  &c.. 
yielded  few  good  baskets.  Y  ou  will  also  find  the 
"  big"  fish  landed  could  be  counted  on  your 
fingers,  the  201b.  cod  being  conspicuous  by  its 
absence. 

Should  you  ask  eleven  out  of  twelve  sea  fishers 
the  correct  tackle  for  coast  work,  they  will  highly 
recommend  a  thick  rod  more  suitable  for  tarpon 
work,  a  twisted  gut  paternoster  fitted  with  brass 
booms,  also  hooks  several  sizes  too  large  likewise 
fitted  on  twisted  gut. 

Tackle  of  this  description  is  ridiculous  should 
you  desire  a  good  basket,  with  fish  weighing  from 
.Ub.  upwards. 

With  the  judicious  handling  of  a  sensitive  rod. 
and  tackle  such  as  I  describe  later  in  this  article, 
you  will  have  the  same  chance  of  landing  as  big  a 
fish  as  the  angler  who  hooks  one  with  the  heavier 
tackle.  The  former  has  sport  with  his  fish, 
whether  large  or  small,  the  latter  degenerating 
his  sport  to  the  level  of  "  pulling  "  up. 

I  have  often  fished  the  sea  with  men  whose  rod 
and  tackle  has  been  heavy,  whilst  my  rod  has 
been  light,  with  tackle  in  proportion,  the  conse- 
quence being  that  I  have  averaged  a  catch  two- 
thirds  greater  than  theirs,  with  the  additional 
pleasure  of  landing  the  biggest  fish. 

The  average  sea  angler  would  at  any  time  be 
more  than  satisfied  with  a  fair  number  of  fish 
weighing  individually  letween  '.lb.  to  41b., 
but  through  following  custom  by  using  heavy 
tackle,  he  returns  home  dissatisfied  with  his 
catch. 

An  argument  frequently  used  against  a  sensitive 
rod  and  fine  tackle  is  that  the  heavy  leads  would 
be  too  much  a  strain  on  same. 

As  proof  against  this  argument  I  state  that 
when  fishing  the  coast  where  the  tide  runs  strong, 
as  it  does  at  Deal,  you  will  find  that  the  fish 
seldom  bile. 

The  angler  with  his  heavy  leads  in  a  tide 
running  hard  will  tell  you  he  must  feel  the 
bottom  ;  he  does,  but  the  fish  don't  bite.  When 
the  tide  slackens,  he  reduces  his  weight  of  lead/ 
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Contributions  for  this  fund — the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  oh  their  return  to  this  country  fi'om  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R,  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


TWENTY-SECOND  LIST. 

iE  8.  d. 

Proceeda  from  Mr.  Eamsbottom'e  Fishing  Game  (per  Mr,  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf), 
tbird  and  final  instalment— the  total  receipts  of  the  Fishing  Game  during  the 
exhibition  amounted  to  £12  178.  8d.,  and  deducting  £5  paid  to  Aquarium  for 
rent  the  Tobacco  Fund  has  benefited  to  the  extent  of  £7  17s.  8d.  from  this 
game    0  13  0 

The  Stock  well  Angling  Society  (per  Mr.  T.  Lucas,  sec.)  :  Mr.  W.  Barker,  1b.  ; 
Mr.  Ward,  6d. ;  Joe,  6d. ;  Mr.  A.  Layton,  Is. ;  Mr.  H,  V.  Lloyd,  6d. ; 
Tommy,  6d. ;  Mr.  A.  Westley,  la   0   5  0 

Mr.  T.  W.  E.  Moreton   0   5  0 


13  0 

Amount  from  twenty-tirst  list    237  14  3^ 


Total    238  17  3^ 

donations  promised  but  not  yet  to  hand. 

Since  last  week  some  more  wounded  soldiers  have  arrived  at  the  Herbert  Hospital,  Woolwich,  and  I  have 
sent  them  500  quarter-pound  tins  of  tobacco  and  10,000  Trumpeter  Cigarettes.  I  shall  send  a  supply  of  tobacco  and 
cigarettee  to  tie  men  of  the  Naval  Biigade  now  arriving  home  as  soon  as  I  hear  where  they  are  Iccited. 

R.  B.  MARSTON. 


it  is  then,  and  not  before,  that  he  commences  to 
catch  the  fish. 

Any  sea  angler's  boatman  will  tell  you  it  is 
nonsense  to  fish  on  a  strong  tide. 

The  only  time  a  sea  angler  reaps  any  advantage 
with  heavy  tackle  is  when  night  fishing,  but  as 
only  a  few  in  proportion  ply  the  rod  after 
sunset,  it  is  hardly  worth  considering. 

The  appliances  I  now  advise  are  suitable  for 
both  day  and  night  angling. 

In  the  first  place,  a  good  9ft.  two-joint  green- 
heart  rod  that  tapers  off  to  about  an  eighth  of  an 
inch  will  be  found  the  correct  thing  for  pier  work. 
For  boat  work  a  shorter  top  is  necessary,  but 
have  it  tapering  off  to  the  same  thickness,  the 
cost  for  both  being  about  22s.  Use  a  salmon 
single  green  gut  paternoster  of  the  best  quality, 
without  brass  or  other  booms.  You  will  find  that 
you  will  obtain  the  direct  pull  to  as  great  a  nicety 
without  a  boom  as  you  would  with.  Do  not  use 
fine  tackle  and  a  thick  rod,  or  vice  versa,  if  you 
desire  to  avoid  a  "  smash."  Tour  leads  can  be 
considerably  reduced  in  weight  by  using  a  fine 
line  in  place  of  the  thicker  one  at  present 
generally  used. 

I  would  recommend  any  angler  to  use  Hardy's 
"  Oceona "  solid  plait  tanned  silk  dressed  line, 
coloured  green  (the  medium,  80yds.,  7s.).  This 
line  is  very  fine,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  capable  of 
landing  a  fish  of  .501b. 

The  same  firm  are  also  supplying  a  patent 
oscillating  pulley,  which,  fitted  in  place  of  the  top 
and  butt  rings,  reduces  the  friction  to  a 
minimum. 

I  recommend  these  highly,  although  I  have  no 
connection  with  the  firm  beyond  that  of  a  satisfied 
customer. 

When  ledgering  for  flat  fish,  use  two  to  three 
yards  of  gut  irrespective  of  a  good  length  for  the 
trace. 

The  sea  angler  who  uses  a  line,  and  gut  tackle 
coloured  green,  is  placed  at  a  greater  advantage 
than  one  who  uses  the  fresh  water  colour  gut,  as 
the  green  gut  resembles  the  colour  of  seaweed  and 
the  sea  itself. 

Lug- worm  is  undoubtedly  the  best  bait  for 
whiting,  cod,  flat  fish,  &.C.,  but  do  not  commit  the 
common  error  of  putting  too  much  on.  Be 
sparing  with  it,  and  place  only  enough  to  cover 
the  hook. 


Another  fault  that  is  frequently  made  by  anglers 
is  that  they  combine  cigar  or  cigarette  smoking 
with  their  fishing,  the  consequence  being  that 
their  fingers  absorb  a  certain  amount  of  nicotine, 
which  gets  on  the  worm  when  re -baiting. 

Fish  vfill  always  fight  shy  of  any  bait  that  has 
come  in  contact  with  this  filthy-smelling  sub- 
stance. 

It  is  a  false  economy  to  use  the  same  hooks  for 
more  than  one  day's  fishing  unless  re-sharpened, 
as  the  hooks  are  sure  to  become  somewhat  blunted. 
Your  old  hook  may  be  sharp  in  a  sense,  but  if  you 
feel  it  at  the  same  time  as  you  do  a  new  one,  you 
will  find  the  latter  "  sharper." 

When  you  hook  a  fair-sized  fish  always  "  play  " 
it ;  do  not  immediately  start  the  crane  business, 
as  you  stand  a  good  chance  of  losing  it ;  this  is  a 
mistake  more  often  made  by  sea  anglers  than 
those  who  fish  the  rivers. 

Avoid  using  small  round  bells  on  the  top  ring 
of  any  rod ;  do  away  with  such  useless  trifles,  as 
it  is  certain  if  the  fish  should  bite  well  enough  to 
sound  such  a  contrivance,  it  is  equally  certain  you 
would  feel  the  bite  sooner  on  the  "  line,"  as  this 
is  always  the  first  to  feel  the  "  touch." 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  advise  my  brother  sea 
anglers  to  bring  their  fishing  to  a  fine  art,  as  our 
brother  fresh  water  angler  has  done  years  ago. 
You  will  find  the  small  initial  expenses  to  do  this 
more  than  compensated  for  by  ensuring  a  good 
basket  and  "  true  "  sport.  Lobster. 


"Fisherman's  Luck,"  Dr.  van  Dyke's  charm- 
ing volume  of  out-of-door  essays,  is  being  widely 
read,  both  by  lovers  of  nature  and  lovers  of 
literature,  for  it  appeals  to  both  with  a  more  than 
ordinary  force.  The  New  York  Tribune  calls  it 
"  a  captivating  and  valuable  little  book,"  and  the 
fact  that  its  sales  have  reached  a  total  of  22,000 
copies  in  one  short  season  proves  that  it  is  being 
widely  read  and  highly  praised.  The  illustrations 
form  a  tempting  feature  of  the  work.  The  book 
is  published  on  this  side  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  iasned  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunetan'B  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Offlce.— A  Catalogdi!  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Book^  His- 
tories, and  Indi'ifu  Qovemment  PubliCalioHa  can  be  Had  on 
apyltbation 


YORK  AMALGAMATION  OF  ANGLERS. 

The  deferred  annual  meeting  of  the  York  Am-dlgama- 
tion  of  Anglers  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  at  the  Bay 
Horse  Hotel,  Marygate,  York.  Thti-i  was  a  good  attend- 
ance. Mr.  Councillor  Staines  presided.  The  hon.  sec., 
Mr.  White,  read  the  statement  of  accounts,  which  showed 
a  balance  in  the  hands  ot  the  treasurer,  Mr.  .J.  Swalee,  of 
£31  100  3d.,  from  which,  however,  must  be  deducted  an 
outstanding  debt  of  £3  I'Js.  03.,  leaving  the  actual  net 
balance  £27  lOs  Od.,  aa  against  £Io  'Ja.  Id.  at  the  begin- 
ning of  last  year.  The  report  was  paseed  unanimously. 
On  the  motion  of  the  chairman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Councillor 
Robinson,  Gapt.  Key,  .I.P.,  was  re-elected  president  of  the 
society.  The  following  wera  re-elected  presi  lents:  Messr,;. 
Councillor  Staines,  Taylor,  G.  Woclford,  G.  Amour, 
Councillor  Wilkinson,  A.  Simpson,  with  the  addition  of 
Messrs.  Councillor  Robinson,  J.  Mennel,  and  K.  L. 
Mason.  Mr.  J.  Swales  was  re-elected  hon.  treasurer  on 
ths  understanding  that  he  be  given  an  honorarium  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  It  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Taylor, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Lennard,  resolved  that  the  eeoretary  be 
paid  £5  for  his  strjices  during  the  current  year, 
amendments  that  the  sum  be  £2  and  £3  being  rejected. 
Mr.  J.  D.  Hargreaves  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Hodgson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Amour,  elected  secretary. 
Mr.  Councillor  Staines  and  Mr.  E.  Taylor  were 
re-elected  auditors.  The  Parliamentary  Committee  was 
re-elected  with  the  substitution  of  the  name  of  Mr. 
W.  H.  Daphn?  in  the  place  of  the  late  Mr.  T.  Steel,  and 
a  vote  of  condolence  with  Mrs.  Steel  and  family  was 
unanimously  passed.  Messrs.  Woolford,  Councillor 
Robinson,  Rowland,  R.  L.  Mason,  and  Greenwood  were 
appointsd  a  finance  committee.  It  was  resolved  that  the 
Bay  Horse  Hotel,  Marygate,  should  be  the  headquarters  of 
the  amalgamation.  It  was  agreed  that  the  time  for 
receiving  subscriptions  of  membars  should  be  extended  to 
the  end  of  May,  secretaries  of  clubs  to  recsive  the 
subscriptions  and  band  them  over  to  the  new  secretary  of 
the  amalgamation  in  due  course.  A  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  Mr.  White,  hon.  secretary,  for  his  gratuitous 
servio?8  to  the  amalgamation  during  the  past  three  years. 
The  meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. 


ST.  IVES  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 


At  the  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society,  on  AprU  18, 
the  prizes  won  during  the  year  will  be  distributed  aa 

follows  : 

The  Fellowes  Challenge  Cup,  given  by  the  Hon.  A.  E. 
Fellowes,  M.P.,  for  the  best  fisherman  of  the  year,  won  by 
Mr.  G.  H.  HoUoway,  with  seven  points. 

Cromwell  Challenge  Cup,  given  by  Mr.  W.  Dendy 
Sadler,  for  competition  between  St.  Ives  and  Huntingdon 
Angling  Societies,  won  by  St.  Ives  at  St.  Ives  on  October 
25,  by  six  points. 

Hemingford  Grey  Challenge  Cup,  given  by  Mr.  W.  Dendy 
Sadler,  for  ths  twelve  best  specimen  roach  taken  during 
the  season,  also  an  oil  painting  given  by  Mr.  Shirley  Fox, 
won  by  Mr.  E.  CollinEon  with  twelve  roach  weighing 
151b.  4|oz  ;  the  runner-up  being  P.  S.  Henry  Brown  with 
twelve  roach  weighing  141b.  llfoz.,  he  tiking  the  prize  of 
a  pair  of  fishermen's  boots  given  by  Mr.  H.  Wilson. 

The  Coote  Cup,  given  by  Mr.  T.  Coote,  J. P.,  for  the 
best  three  specimen  roach  taken  on  Saturdays,  August  5, 
12,  19,  and  20,  wen  by  Mr.  H.  Stocker,  with  three  roach 
weighing  3lb.  IJoz.  Five  stone  of  flour,  given  by  Mr.  H. 
Cotton,  won  by  Mr.  C.  Stocker,  with  three  reach  weighing 
21b.  6'ioz. 

For  the  fish  of  the  year,  an  artitt  proof  of  the  etching 
by  Mr.  A.  Ardail  from  the  picture  entitled  "A  Picnic," 
by  Francois  Flemeng,  given  by  Mr.  A.  Tooth,  won  by  Mr. 
G.  A.  H.  Mence,  with  a  trout  3|lb. 

For  six  best  chub  of  the  year,  one  of  Holroyd's  club  fly 
rods,  given  by  the  president,  won  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Holloway 
with  six  chub  weighing  211b.  IB^oz. 

For  the  bast  three  rndd,  a  picture  valaa  SOj.,  given  by 
the  mayor,  won  by  Mr.  G.  R.  James  with  three  ludd 
weighing  31b.  l^cz. 

In  the  roach  tournament  for  prizas  value  15s.,  lOj.,  and 
53,,  given  by  Mr.  Joseph  Noble,  of  Gravesend,  first  and 
seond  divided  betweni  Messra.  Alfred  Crouch  and  Alfred 
Walker,  each  weighing  a  roach  of  lib.  OJoz. ;  third  jjrize, 
Mr.  A.  Dunkliog,  with  a  roach  ISJoz.  An  additional 
prize  of  4|  gallons  of  beer,  given  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Knights, 
won  by  Mr.  W.  Stacker  with  a  roach  14oz. 

For  the  best  three  bream,  prize  value  £2  23.,  given  by 
the  president,  won  by  Mr.  F.  Jewson  with  three  bream 
weighing  141b.  14oz. 

Pike. — let  prize,  a  case  of  tackle  given  by  Dr.  E. 
Semple,  won  by  Capt.  W.  Brander  with  a  fish  weighing 
81b.  12oz. ;  2nd  prize,  a  sketch  value  .£2  28.,  given  by  Mr. 
Gilbert  Fraser,  won  by  Mr.  M.  0.  Noble  with  a  fish 
weighing  81b.  4oz. ;  3rd  prize,  value  303.,  given  by  Mr. 
G.  A.  Smith  for  the  three  best  pike,  won  by  Mr.  G. 
Hewson  with  three  pike  weighing  151b.  2cz.  ;  4th  prize,  a 
landing  net,  &c.,  given  by  the  society,  won  by  Mr.  T. 
Doo  with  a  pike  weighing  71b.  8oz. 

Perch. — let  piize,  value  £1  Is.,  given  by  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  won  by  Mr.  L.  Goodall,  of  London, 
with  a  perch  weighing  lib.  8^cz. ;  2Qd  prize,  value  10 f.  6d., 
given  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett,  won  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Tamer 
with  a  perch  weighirg  lib.  6Joz. ;  3rd  prize,  value  7s.  Od., 
given  by  Mr.  T.  Doo,  won  by  Mr.  E.  Clifton  with  a  perch 
weighing  lib.  4|cz  . 

Chub  —1st  prize,  value  £1  Is.,  given  by  Mr.  C.  H. 
Coote,  D.L.,  won  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Holloway  with  a  chub 
weighing  41b.  loz.  ;  2nd  prize,  value  10s.  6d.,  given  ly 
T.  P.  Brown,  won  by  Mr.  G.  R.  James  with  a  chub 
weighing  31b.  2oz. ;  3rd  prize,  value  lOs.  6d.,  given  by  Dr, 
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J.  B.  Griffiths,  won  by  Mr.  Shirley  Foi  with  a  chub 
weighing  31b.  Icz. 

Boach. — let  prize,  a  fishing  reel,  given  by  Mr.  L.  Upoott 
Gill,  won  by  E.  Anderson,  jon.,  with  a  roach  weighing 
lib.  9Joz. ;  2nd  prize,  value  lOa.  6d.,  given  by  Mr.  F.  M. 
Warren,  won  by  Mr.  H.  Stocker  with  a  roach  weigtiag 
lib.  Uoz. ;  3rd  prize,  value  IO3.,  given  by  the  president, 
for  memberi  under  sixteen,  won  by  A.  Stocker,  jun.,  with 
a  roach  weighing  14joz. ;  prize  value  IO3.  6i.,  given  by 
Mr.  A.  E.  Matthews,  for  the  test  roach  taken  in  January, 
won  by  A.  Stccker,  jan.,  with  a  roach  weighing  lib.  ; 
prize  value  ^£1  Is.,  given  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  for  three 
beet  roach  taken  daring  January,  February,  and  March, 
won  by  Mr.  M.  0.  Nolle,  with  three  roich  weighing 
•'ilb.  14ioz.;  prize  value  £'1  Is.,  given  by  Mr.  H. 
Wadsworth,  for  the  best  six  roach  taken  during  the  seaBon 
by  any  London  member,  won  by  Mr.  A.  Brown  with  six 
roach  weighing  61b.  14az. 

Bream. — Society's  medal  won  by  Mr,  F.  Jewson,  with  a 
bream  weighing  51b.  Soz.,  also  a  prize  value  £1  Is.,  given 
by  Mr.  H.  Wadsworth,  with  a  bream  weighing  41b.  5oz  ; 
2nd  prize,  value  IO3.  63.,  given  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Baldwin, 
won  by  P.  S.  H.  Brown,  with  a  bream  weighing  41b.  loz.  ; 
3rd  prize,  value  IOj.  Gd.,  given  Mr.  J.  E.  Ingram,  won 
by  Mr.  G.  Hewson  with  a  bream  weighing  41b. 

Tench. — Prize  value  f  I  Is.,  given  by  the  president,  won 
by  Mr.  E.  CoUinaon  with  a  tench  weighing  31b.  loz. ;  2nd 
prize,  value  lOs.  6i.,  given  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Ingram,  won  by 
Mr.  L.  Upcott  Gill  with  a  tench  weighing  21b.  13oz. 

Ladies'  prizes. — For  the  best  fish  of  the  year  taken  by  a 
lady  member,  a  silver  chatelaine,  given  by  Dr.  E.  Sample, 
won  by  Miss  Alice  Kitesll  with  a  bream  weighing  41b.  3oz. 
For  the  best  perch  taken  by  a  lady  member,  prize  value 
10a.  6d.,  given  by  the  Mayor,  won  by  Miss  Alice  Kitsell 
with  a  perch  of  143z.  For  the  best  roach  taken  by  a  lady 
member,  prize  value  103.  6d.,  won  by  Miss  Kate  Sadler 
with  a  roash  of  lib.  3|oz. ;  second  prize  for  roaoh  taken 
by  a  lady  member,  value  58.,  given  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Turner, 
won  by  Mrs.  A.  Brown,  of  London,  with  a  roaoh  weighing 
15|oz.   


WATFORD  PISCATORS. 
The  members  of  the  Watford  Piacators'  Society  held 
their  eighteenth  annual  dinner  at  their  headquarters,  the 
Maiden  Hotel,  recently,  when  upwards  of  fifty  sat  down, 
the  dinner  being  served  in  Mr.  Arthur  Spicer's  usual 
excellent  style.  Mr.  W.  T.  Boydell  (president  of  the 
society)  presided,  the  vice-chair  being  occupied  by  Mr. 
F.  E.  Upfield- Green.  The  proceedings  throughout  were 
of  a  most  enjoyable  character,  a  capital  programme  of 
music  having  been  provided,  Mr.  R.  L.  Frost  accompany- 
ing. During  the  evening  each  guest  received  a  piscatorial 
sketch  made  by  a  member,  and  preaented  as  a  souvenir  of 
the  occasion. 

The  Chairman  proposed  the  health  of  "  Her  Majesty 
and  Eoyal  Family,"  referring  to  the  Queen  as  that  dear 
old  lady  whom  we  all  admire  and  love.  He  was  quite 
sure,  however,  that  she  was  not  loved  more  by  any  members 
of  the  universe  than  the  Watford  Pifcitors.  The  tcait 
was  loyally  received  and  duly  honoured,  Mr.  A.  Spioer 
taking  the  solo. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Pridmoee  proposed  the  toast  of  "Navy, 
Army,  and  Imperial  Forces,"  and  in  doing  so  said  that  in 
times  of  peace  it  was  always  received  with  enthusiasm,  but 
he  was  quite  sure  that  with  the  performances  lately  gone 
through  still  fresh  in  their  minds,  it  would  commend  itself 
to  a  body  like  that  of  the  Watford  Piscitors.  (Applause.) 
With  regard  to  the  Navy,  he  sincerely  hoped  that  any 
government  in  power  would  recognise  the  fact  that  our 
first  line  of  defence  was  to  be  found  in  our  Navy  ;  and  he 
a'eo  hoped  that,  when  money  was  being  spent  upon  it, 
they  would  recognise  that  instead  of  its  being  twice  the 
importanoe  of  any  other  navy  in  the  world,  if  it  was  to  be 
capable  of  protecting  cur  shores,  our  commero?,  food 
staS,  and  our  great  Colonial  possessions,  it  must  be  far 
superior  to  many  of  them  together. 

Mr.  P.  Carter,  whose  name  was  coupled  with  the  toast, 
suitably  responded. 

Mr,  H.  DoMiNY,  in  prop'osing  the  toast  of  the  evening, 
"  Success  to  the  Watford  Pisoators,"  ej  pressed  a  difficulty 
in  doing  so,  because  he  was  not  a  follower  of  the  gentle 
"  Izaak,"  but  he  could  imagine  them,  some  with  long  rods, 
and  some  with  short,  sitting  by  the  banks  of  a  river, 
smoking  or  indulgirjg  in  any  other  fancy.  While  it  was 
not  his  to  know  much  of  this,  it  had  been  his  gjod  fortune 
to  join  them  on  several  occasions,  lie  was  fond  of  sport, 
and  as  sportsmen  became  one  rcund  the  festive  board  he 
felt  the  pleasure  and  honour  of  proposing  the  toast.  He 
was  pleased  to  know  their  waters  were  well  stocked ;  also 
the  public  water,  especially  above  the  Five  Arches. 
Particularly  did  he  remember  last  year  watching  two  of 
their  members.  After  a  time  he  went  across  to  them. 
To  bis  astonishment,  what  he  thought  was  a  new  kind  of 
float,  bohibing  up  and  down  in  the  water,  was  a  two-gallon 
jir,  labelled  "  Spicer."  (Laughter.)  Their  waters  being 
do  well  stocked  was  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
generosity  of  gentlemen  who  had  fish  to  spare  and  took  an 
interest  in  the  society. 

The  (Jbairman  then  presented  the  prizes  for  specimen 
fish  taki^n  by  the  members  during  the  past  season. 

Mr.  J.  Tavi.oe  proposed  the  health  of  the  chairman, 
which  he  said  was  a  very  important  toast,  and  one  that  he 
submitted  with  the  greatest  pleasure.  They  all  rejoiced 
to  see  the  chairman  looking  so  well,  and  he  was  pleased  on 
looking  around  him  to  see  that  they  were  such  a  happy 
family.  The  reason  was  bscause  they  were  a  type  of  tlie 
chairman  ;  tfaey  practically  did  as  he  told  them,  because 
they  knew  it  to  be  right. 

The  Chairman,  in  response,  expressed  his  obligation  to 
bis  friend,  Mr.  Taylor,  and  thanked  them  for  the  hearty 
recepti'j/i  of  the  toast,  ile  assured  them  that  nothing 
would  bo  wanting  on  his  pirt  to  foiiter  the  interests  of  the 


club,  because  whatever  he  had  done  had  always  been  a 
labour  of  love,  and  he  took  it— having  been  a  fisherman  a 
great  many  years — when  a  man  once  took  up  the  noble  art 
he  always  clung  to  it.  (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  proposed  the  health  of  "  The  Vice- 
chairman  "  (Mr.  Frank  W.  Parkes),  Mr.  P.  E.  Upfield- 
Green  having  been  obliged  to  leave  early.  He  said  that 
Mr.  Parkes  was  one  of  their  most  persistent  members  in 
attending  committee  meetings,  and  was  an  uncommonly 
good  fisherman.  He  had  great  pleasure  in  proposing  his 
heilth,  and  long  might  he  continue  to  weigh-in  fish  as  he 
had  done.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  F.  W.  Parkes,  in  ^turning  thanks,  said  that  he 
had  the  interest  of  the  cluD  at  heart,  and  would  do  any- 
thing he  could  for  its  prosperity.  He  was  going  to  Ireland 
in  a  few  weeks,  when  he  hoped  to  get  a  "  rise."  The 
chairman  had  told  them  he  had  given  up  fishing,  but  he 
hoped  that  he  had  not.  He  wished  that  he  might  join  him 
in  his  visit  and  get  a  "  rise  "  as  well.  (Laughter  and 
applause.) 

"The  Visitors,"  "Host  and  Hostess,"  "The  Hon. 
Secretary,"  and  "  The  Treasurer"  were  duly  honoured. 
The  proceedings  were  brought  to  a  close  by  the  singing  of 
the  National  Anthem  and  "  Auld  Lang  Syne." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS, 
Coin,  Leach,  &c,  (East  Gloucestershire).— During 

the  past  week  a  large  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  on 
the  Gloucestershire  trout  streams,  both  on  hotel  and 
private  waters,  and  some  nice  sport  has  in  several 
instances  been  had,  with  creels  two  and  a  half,  three,  and 
four  brace,  averaging  nearly  lib.  The  rivers  have  been  in 
splendid  condition  for  fly  fishing,  there  being  a  good  head 
cf  water  on  of  a  nice  tinge,  and  at  present  there  is  an 
almost  total  absence  of  weed  at  all  troublesome.  The 
trout  have  risen  freely  on  some  of  the  open  stretches 
about  half-past  ten,  one  o'clock,  and  three  o'clock,  at  the 
Pale-Winged  Olive  Dun,  Blue  Dun,  and  March  Brown, 
which  are  on  the  water,  and  these  flies,  with  the  Eed 
Spinner  and  Red  Soldier  Paluer,  will  kill  well  all  through 
the  month  of  April.  The  various  river  improvements 
which  have  been  carried  out  during  the  winter  months 
and  the  extensive  pollard  loppings  have  materially  improved 
the  chances  of  the  bank  angler,  where  wading  before  was  an 
absolute  necessity.  Amongst  many  others  who  have  been 
out  are  Messrs.  Carbonell,  Barker,  Shand,  Jackson, 
Parkinson,  Hooker,  Pilkington,  Lookwood,  Brown, 
Bartholomew,  Ranger,  &o.  The  12in.  trout  are  got  in 
nica  condition,  but  the  "tonkers"  will  scarcely  be  fit 
before  the  end  of  the  month.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  generally 
known  to  anglers  that  there  ia  now  a  train  back  to  town 
on  Sunday  evenings  from  Fairford  and  Lechlade.  The 
hotels  in  the  district  are  pretty  well  full  up  for  Easter,  the 
re-stockings  having  undoubtedly  attracted  more  trout 
fishers  than  usual.  Fly  only  is  allowed  on  any  of  them. — 
Pan. 

Dareuth. — Though  the  water  remains  in  capital  order 
above  South  Darenth  mill  no  fish  were  rising,  and  none 
had  been  taken,  though  the  season  had  begun,  when  I  was 
there  the  other  evening.  Some  fly,  invisible  to  me,  must 
have  been  on  the  water,  as  the  attention  of  the  birds  had 
been  attracted.  Will  some  naturalist  tell  ua  what  bird 
would  have  been  on  the  water  so  early  in  the  season  ?  Its 
flight  was  like  that  of  a  martin,  but  it  bad  a 
brown  body.  I  think  a  fish  or  two  might  have  be3n  had 
from  the  rough  water  with  a  wet  fly,  but  the  only  angler 
I  saw  was  a  genuine  dry  fly  man.  The  river  below  South 
Darenth  mill  was  very  thick,  probibly  from  some  aggrava- 
tion of  the  usual  pollution.  Prospects  for  Easter  fair, 
but  will  depend  on  warm  weather  continuing. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Last  week  some 
fair  takes  were  made,  but  owing  to  the  great  numbers  of 
the  caddis  fly  on  the  water  fish  are  not  taking  well  to  the 
artificial  fly  just  now.  On  Monday  Mr,  H.  T.  Distin 
killed  nine  and  Mr.  E.  Distin  six,  whilst  recently  Mr.  M. 
Revell  has  had  a  few ;  and  Mr.  Soper  has  been  getting 
sjveral  nice  lots  around  Staverton.  Oa  Saturday  evening 
Mr.  E.  Ackrell  managed  to  basket  a  dozen,  and  Mr.  H. 
Full  took  several  brace.  The  former  rod  recently  landed 
a  fine  ruff  of  2ilb.  and  also  a  41b.  salmon.  The  trout 
caught  are  in  the  pink  of  condition,  being  better  in  this 
respect  than  last  year.  Useful  flies  for  the  Easter  in  the 
lower  waters  should  be  Edmund's  Palmer,  Blue  Upright, 
and  Half  Stone.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  are  on  the 
moorland  streams,  and  the  holiday  will  no  doubt  attract 
many  others.  Baskets  are  not  large,  running  to  perhaps 
eight  or  nine  braca,  but  aa  the  evenings  are  getting 
milder  there  will  be  better  chances,  as  evening  fishing  has 
been  practically  useless  up  to  the  present.  Salmon  are  as 
scarce  as  ever,  or  at  least,  so  far  as  catching  them  is 
concerned.- Devonian. 

Davonshire  Streams,— The  streams  are  getting  into 
good  trim,  and  the  holiday  rods  have  a  fair  prospect. 
Baskets  do  not  run  anything  like  large,  and  the  recent 
rains  made  fly  fishing  diSicult.  At  the  southern  border 
the  Blue  Upright  and  Light  Blue,  with  silver  twist,  have 
proved  good  killers ;  these,  with  the  light  hackled,  account- 
ing for  fonrieen  brace  on  the  Upper  Tamar  streams. 
Wormers  have  had  a  good  time,  but  trout  are  plentiful. 
Although  Saturday  was  distinctly  unfavourable  for  the 
fly,  one  rod  on  the  Carey  creeled  twenty-three,  including 
two  half-pounders,  with  the  March  Brown  and  Red 
Palmer.  On  the  Otter  fish  have  been  taking  the  Blue 
Duns,  Uprights,  and  Iron  Rlues,  but  baskets  run  small. 
The  northern  rivers  are  doing  best  with  salmon,  which  are 
running  well.  There  has  beou  some  sport  on  the  Taw, 
the  heaviest  fish  killed  being  from  liilb.  to  I81b.  each, 
Tdis  i-t  about  the  best  news  of  s:tlmoning  for  the  season. 


The  Hon.  M.  BoUe  has  discontinued  minnow  fishing  ill  his 
water.  Mr.  Charles  Staddon,  a  keen  angler,  who  for 
twenty-eight  years  was  hon.  secretary  of  the  United  Exe 
Fishing  Association,  has  just  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
seventy-five. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Very  little  has  been  at- 
tempted so  far.  We  have  heard  of  one  take  of  three  and 
a  half  brace  having  been  made.  There  is  scarcely  an 
angler  on  the  whole  river's  length  at  present.  Weather 
and  water  are  now  cot  unfavourable  to  sport. — D.  and 
W.  H.  Foster  (Ashbourne). 

Esk  tWhitby).— The  approach  of  the  holidays  haa 
witnessed  more  activity  on  this  river,  and  enthusiasts  are 
plying  the  rod  with  much  energy.  The  river  at  present  is  ^ 
only  running  in  moderate  trim,  and  the  fish  fight  shy  oH| 
the  lure ;  and  as  a  result  the  catches  recorded  are  of  an 
nnremunerative  character.  The  Wyresdale  Fishery  Col 
have  supplied  a  large  number  of  yearling  trout,  and  thesfl 
have  been  succeesfnlly  turned  into  the  Darby  anfl 
Castleton  water.  The  prospects  of  sport  for  the  holidayfl 
are  much  improved ,  and  a  material  change  for  the  better  ifl 
the  meteorological  conditions  is  noticeable.  At  the  timM 
of  despatch  the  catches  to  hand  are :  Dr.  English,  on» 
fresh  water  trout  of  2Jlb, ;  Capt.  Storey,  one  of  2',lb. — J." 
Jackson,  Whitby. 

£xe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— River  is  now  in  good 
working  ply,  but  wind  sticks  persistently  in  cold  quarter, 
and  renders  sport  decidedly  slow.  Salmon  have  not  run  at 
all  freely  so  far,  but  I  hear  of  a  good  fish  of  131b.  being 
killed  in  the  Brampford  water  to-day  (Tuesday)  by  a  local 
angler,  as  well  as  a  brace  or  two  of  fine  trout, — Red 
Palmer. 

Feu  District  (South  Linos,  and  Cambs.).— 

The  Easter  holidays  will  be  with  us  in  a  day  or  two,  and, 
though  they  are  late,  the  season  is  perhaps  later  still. 
Trout  fishing  by  artistic  methods  is  flat  indeed,  and  only 
the  "  splodger  "  with  his  bottom  bait  succeeds.  As  we 
write,  however,  the  outlook  is  brighter,  and  promises  more 
fair.  Should  it  continue  many  of  the  residents  on  the 
drains  will  betake  themselves  to  the  trout  country.  The 
dry  weather  and  the  warm  sunshine  is  just  beginning  to 
stir  the  insect  life  and  put  the  waters  in  good  condition. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).  — Trout  fishing  has 
been  very  slow  in  this  district  up  to  the  present.  We 
have,  however,  odd  items  of  sport  to  hand.  Aicong  these 
we  have  a  gentleman  on  the  Idle  below  Retford,  during 
the  last  few  days,  taking  several  trout,  the  best  of  which 
scaled  2Jlb.  Another,  fishing  on  the  Ryton,  near  Blythe, 
has  had  several  catches,  his  best  being  a  lot  of  three  brace 
running  up  to  21b.  each.  The  best  fish  are  said  to  have 
been  taken  with  the  live  bait  in  the  shape  of  a  small  dace  or 
minnow.  A  few  of  the  trout  fishers  have  been  busy  on 
the  Greet,  near  Fiskerton,  Brandling  worm  has  been  the 
best  lure,  and  the  best  item  is  a  handsome  brac3,  taken  by 
a  Nottingham  gentleman,  scaling  4^1b.  Eels  are  com- 
mencing to  run  up  the  streams. — L. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries,— The  river  is  running  nice 
and  fresh,  but  owing  to  the  cold  weather  few  anglers  have 
yet  been  on  the  banks  looking  out  for  feeding  fish  in 
anticipation  of  the  opening  of  the  season  on  May  1,  Here 
and  there  a  trout  has  been  seen  stirring,  but  with  warm, 
sunny  days  in  evidence  they  should  be  quickly  moving  all 
round  in  the  uppef  waters.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Stort  one  or  two  trout  have  also  been  noted,  and  anglers 
— trout  fishing  opened  on  this  river  on  the  1st  inst — could 
not  do  better  than  give  the  mill  pools  and  backwaters  a 
trial.  There  has  been  a  nice  lot  of  water  running  through 
the  Beaue  and  Rib. — Izaak  Walton. 

JtXLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  noted 
streams  have  gone  down  and  cleared  nicely,  and  they  have 
run  into  capital  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
cold  at  nights,  and  some  frost  has  been  had,  and  in  the 
day  rain  and  strong  winds  ;  but  a  fair  number  of  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  have  used  Red  Palmer,  Cowducg,  Iron 
Blue,  March  Brown,  and  February  Red,  and  some  very 
nice  trout  have  been  landed,  and  with  warmer  weather 
there  would  be  good  sport.  The  prospects  for  sport  at 
present  are  good.    The  Pinsley  is  in   good  order. — 

GWYNNE, 

Flymonth. — The  rivers  in  our  vicinity,  viz.,  Tavy, 
Walkbam,  Pljm,  Meavy,  and  Cad,  are  all  in  good 
condition,  as  also  is  the  Dart.  Some  good  baskets  have 
been  taken  in  the  lower  waters,  but  it  has  been  rather  cold 
for  the  moor,  nevertheless  some  nice  dishes  have  been 
taken  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Dart  in  the  middle  of  the 
day. — William  Hkarder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cftiu  (Llauymy- 
nech). — At  the  present  time,  as  far  as  angling  is  con- 
cerned, the  weather  is  all  that  can  be  desired,  with  the 
exception  that  occasionally  the  wind  is  rather  keen,  but 
the  bright  sunshine  throughout  the  day  makes  ample 
amends  for  this  drawback,  and  some  good  sport  is  now 
had  on  all  these  streams,  which  are  in  good  condition,  and 
not  above  their  average  level  for  the  time  of  year.  The 
snow  has  now  altogether  disappeared,^  even  from  the 
summits  of  the  highest  of  the  Welsh  hills  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, so  that  the  rivers  here  are  all  quite  free  from 
"  snow  broth."  During  the  past  week  some  good  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  taken,  principally  from  the  Tanat  and 
Cain,  both  of  which  rivers  have  now  quite  recovered  their 
condition  after  the  recent  heavy  rain.  A  few  pike  have 
been  captured  in  the  Savern  and  Vyrnwy,  and  a  few  eels 
in  the  last  mentioned  river.  The  weather  prospects  for 
the  Easter  holidays  are  all  that  can  be  desired,  and  at 
present  many  anglers  have  taken  time  by  the  forelock  and 
have  arrived  in  this  neighbourhood,  whilst  the  majority 
have  contented  themselves  by  engaging  apartments  before- 
hand.— Vyrnwy. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).- The  first  swallow  was  seen  01 
April  1.  1  was  told  by  a  gentleman  in  the  train  on  Satur- 
day that  he  had  taken  nine  salmon  during  the  week,  and 
some  other  gentlemen  had  dune  well.    All  the  rivers 
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rmming  down  from  the  south  I  noticed  were  higher  and 
thick  up  to  Exeter,  the  Taw,  Mole,  Greedy,  and  Exe,  so 
not  much  sport  could  be  expected  until  Tuesday ;  but  the 
rivers  in  the  north  of  Devon  do  not  appear  to  have  had 
any  raia  running  into  them.  Trout  hsbing  has  been 
better  during  the  warmer  part  of  the  day ;  some  took 
eighteen,  others  sixteen,  which  1  think  is  about  the  aver- 
age. These  are  killed  with  the  real  Pheasant  Tail,  Half 
Stone,  Rusty  Blue,  and  Blue  Upright.  A  friend  of  mine 
told  ni3  he  took  some  nics  onger  eels  on  the  Rock,  and  a 
few  lobsters.  The  prawns  have  not  ome  to  hand,  but 
the  next  spring  Saturday  will  find  many  with  their  hooks 
and  nets  searching  the  holes  on  the  rocks. — Rusty 
Game. 

Tom*  (Lndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  changeable,  cold 
frosty  nights,  followed  by  rain,  and  then  sunshine,  and 
the  prospects  of  sport  have  been  doubtful.  At  present 
the  fish  rise  well  after  eleven  o'clock,  and  there  has  been 
a  gocd  few  flies  on  the  water.  Angling  has  been  a  little 
more  brisk,  and  more  rods  out,  and  they  have  used 
Cowdurg,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  March  Brown,  and 
February  Red,  and  some  very  nice  fi?h  have  been  taken. 
Bottom  fishing  has  been  tried  by  seveml  anglers,  and 
some  good  trout,  dace,  and  roach  Imded.  Fishing  on 
Siturday,  some  fine  trout  were  landed  with  Cowdung, 
Red  Palmer,  and  March  Brown.  On  Tuesday  five  brace 
of  trout  were  taken  with  the  fly.  With  worm,  four  trout, 
Ub.  each,  were  taken.  The  prospects  for  sport  during  the 
holidays  is  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
,  are  all  good,  and  some  good  sport  will  be  had  this  week 
with  worm  and  fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

T«me  (Tenbnry).—  The  Teme  in  this  part  has  gone 
down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  a  nice  level  and  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  not  been  so  favourable 
for  fishing,  and  rain  has  been  had  with  cold  winds ;  but 
K  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  used  fly  and 
bottom  baits,  and  some  fair  sport  has  been  had  and  good 
trout  landed,  and  if  we  get  some  warm  weather  there 
will  be  some  good  dishes  of  fine  trout  landed  this  holiday 
time  with  March  Brown,  Red  Palmer,  and  Cowdung. — 

WORCESTEE. 

Usk  (iLbergaveiiuy). — River  is  in  fairly  good  order 
for  trout  fishing  with  the  fly,  the  Apple  Green,  Dark  and 
Light  Blues,  and  female  March  Brown  being  the  taking 
flies.  —  Taylor,  Esq.,  took  a  fine  salmon  in  pink  of  con- 
dition, Friday,  the  6th,  weighing  22Jlb.  —  Attwood, 
Esq.,  one;  C.  Bernards,  EE4.,  one,  on  the  7th.  Master 
BaaU  Denner  lost  a  good  fish  on  the  Doolah  gravel  catch. 
Mr.  Allen,  of  Grafton  Villa,  had  a  very  nice  trout  on 
Monday  last. — Ernle  J.  Delafield. 

Witham,  fto.  (SXid-Zilnoolsihire).— Tront  fishing 
ha!  been  very  flat  in  this  district  so  far.  Weather  has 
baen  against  it.    The  other  day  anglers  on  the  Fossdyke 

'  and  their  friends  had  an  interesting  experience  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Saxilby.  Mr.  A.  L.  Melville,  of 
Branston  Hall,  wishing  to  clear  his  lake  of  coarse  fish,  to 
make  more  room  for  trout,  gave  permission  to  the  Sheflield 

j     Anglers'  Society  who  patronise  the  Fossdyke  to  net  this 

i     water.   The  officers  borrowed  a  large  net  from  Col. 

j  Hutton,  and  provided  with  carriers,  they  proceeded  to 
take  out  the  fish.  Three  draws  of  the  net  were  sufiioient 
to  fill  up  the  carriers,  and  it  is  calculated  they  held  from 
26,000  to  30,000  fish,  mostly  roach.  These  were  conveyed 
to  Saxilby  and  put  in  the  old  Roman  dyke  between  the 
basin  and  the  chemical  works.    The  operation  was  quite 

(  gnccesBful  and  should  renew  the  supply  of  this  old-time 
water. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Sexweut  (Derbyshire).— The  above 
rivers  are  in  good  order  for  fly-fishing,  but  very  few 
anglers  have  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity.  The 
Easter  holiday  anglers  ought  to  have  some  sport,  as  no  one 
has  caught  more  than  a  fish  or  two  in  these  waters  up  to 
the  present  time.  The  prospect  for  the  next  few  days  is 
good,  the  weather  being  favourable.  Useful  flies  are 
February  Red,  March  Brown,  Bine  and  Olive  Dun.— 
Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  ftc.  (Yorkshire). 

—Little  angling  has  taken  place  io  the  Yore,  or,  in  fact, 
any  of  the  Yorkshire  trout  streams  during  the  week. 
Most  of  the  resident  anglers  are  waiting  for  better 
weather,  but  Good  Friday  will  bring  the  visitors  for 
Easter  in  conti'lerable  numbers.  I,  however,  fear,  unless 
the  sharp  night  frosts  take  their  departure,  that  the 
holiday  anglers  wUl  not  meet  with  very  good  sport,  for 
the  season  is  more  backward  than  I  cin  remember  for 
very  many  years.  I  seldom  met  with  anything  like  good 
sport  in  the  'V'ore  or  its  tributary  streams  until  the  haw- 
thorn tuds  commenced  to  break,  and  1  know  the  excuse 
anglers  make  for  lack  of  sport  in  trout  fishing  in  late 
seaeoEB,  viz.,  "  The  cause  of  our  bad  luck  was  plain  to  be 
s«en.  It  was  becauee  the  leaves  of  the  hawthorn  were  not 
fully  green  !  "  to  be  a  very  good  one.  The  sleepy  state 
of  the  hawthorn  and  vegetation  generally  is  owing  to  the 
absence  of  anything  approaching  spring-like  weather. 
True,  we  hava  now  more  sun  than  we  hive  been  used  to, 
but  sharp  night  froets  and  keen  winds  prevail, 
and  the  hatch  out  of  aquatic  flies  is  of  a  very 
traneient  description.  No  such  a  thing  as  a  March 
Brown  has  as  yet  been  seen,  and  the  Little  Brown, 
Blue  Hawk,  Waterhen  Bioa,  the  Spanish  Needle,  the 
Spring  Black,  Snipe  and  Orange,  Orange  Partridge,  Snipe 
and  Purple,  Olive  Bloa,  and  Red  Clock  can  all  be  depended 
on  to  kill  better  than  the  March  Brown  for  a  short 
time.  Moiit  of  the  trout  caught  up  the  Yore  and  its  tribu- 
taries have  been  with  the  worm  fished  well  np  stream  on 
Pennel  tackle.  Nothing  particular  has  taken  place  up  the 
Swale.  The  trout  in  that  river  are  reported  to  be  sadly 
out  of  condition,  yet  in  some  of  the  tributaries  they  are  in 
better  trim ;  and  Mr.  Hunter  and  other  anglers  have 
canght  some  nice  fish  in  good  trim  in  theCodbeck  with  the 
Little  Brown,  Orange  Partridge,  and  Waterhen  Bloa,  and 


also  by  swimming  the  brandling  worm.  A  correspondent 
residing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Morton  Bridge  complains 
of  the  regular  capture  of  grayling,  roacli,  dace,  &o,,  in  the 
Swale  there  by  visitors,  and  suggests  that  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  ought  to  do  something  to  stop  it.  A  few 
nice  ti'out  up  to  ilb.  each  have  been  caught  in  the  Bedale 
Beck,  and  the  members  of  the  Black  Ox  Club  have  been 
doing  something  to  rid  their  streamsof  pike,  v/hich  ruin  both 
the  trout  and  grayling  fishing.  The  trout  which  the  York- 
shire Fishery  Board  presented  to  the  Bradford  Waltonian 
Angling  Association  have  been  placed  in  the  Chelker 
Reservoir ;  they  were  a  fine  sample  of  yearlings,  and 
arrived  full  of  health  and  vigour.  Reports  so  far  from 
the  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Dove,  Aire,  &o.,  are  meagre, 
this  being  a  short  week  on  account  of  the  holidays  ;  but 
sport  seems  to  be  improving  on  the  whole,  and  I  hope  our 
Easter  visitors  will  be  favoured  with  genial  weather. 

By  Telegraph. — After  a  gale  of  considerable  violence 
this  morning  (Wednesday)  the  wind  has  veered  round  to 
south-west,  and  rain  is  falling  on  the  hills,  indeed,  some 
fresh  water  is  running  down  the  Yore,  Swale,  Cover,  Ac, 
at  the  time  of  this  despatch.  There  is  a  rise  in  the 
temperature  again,  and  only  fine  weather  is  now  required 
for  Easter  holiday  anglers,  who,  under  a  continuance  of 
favourable  conditions,  may  look  for  fair  sport. — J.  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Although  the  season  is 
gradually  assuming  a  milder  aspect,  the  weather  on  the 
Border  rivers  has  been  too  cold  and  wintry  for  angling 
purposes,  and  few  fishers  have  been  out  during  the  past 
ten  days.  Yellow  trout  are  getting  into  condition  in  the 
upper  and  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk,  and  also  in  the  Liddle  ; 
but  the  catches  have  as  yet  been  small  in  both  rivers. 
Spring  salmon  are  not  running  in  any  numbers  from  the 
Solway  into  the  Border  Esk,  and  it  is  now  positively 
asserted  that  the  state  of  the  channel  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  is  one  of  the  causes,  as  the  entrance 
is  somewhat  blocked,  similar  to  what  it  was 
some  two  or  three  years  ago,  with  sand  banks. 
Spring  trout  have  as  yet  made  no  show  worth  noticing 
in  the  Solway,  and  the  trawl  boats  had  a  very  poor  week's 
fishing.  Flounders  are  considered  out  of  season,  and  the 
shrimping  has  proved  only  moderate.  Only  two  spring 
salmon  have  been  caught  in  the  Esk,  weighing  7Ib.  and 
81b.  respectively,  by  Messrs.  R.  and  3.  Musgrave,  in  the 
lower  reaches.  Prospects  are  anything  but  rosy  looking 
at  present.  The  waters  are  low  and  clear,  and  sea  trout 
have  been  seen  in  the  Longtown  and  Metal  Bridge  waters, 
_but  they  are  very  shy.  Rain  has  been  threatening  this 
week.  Some  small  fry  are  in  the  streams,  and  smelts  will 
be  running  soon,  it  is  hoped.  The  wind  is  now  in  the 
south,  and  a  flood  may  be  at  hand  any  time.  Certainly 
all  anglers  in  the  Eskdale  and  Liddesdale  desire  a  good 
roaring  spate,  which  shall  run  from  bank  to  brae.  So  far 
this  is  one  of  the  worst  springs  for  anglers  on  these  rivers 
and  their  numerous  tributaries.  The  E  wes  certainly  has 
yielded  a  few  yellow  trout,  but  the  Tarras,  the  Hermitage, 
Meggat,  and  other  smaller  streams  have  been  most 
unproductive.  At  time  of  writing  several  showers  of  rain 
are  drifting  about  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Solway  Moss, 
which  is  a  sure  sign  that  the  downpour  will  not  be  long 
delayed. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  is  now  in  fairly 
good  ccndition  both  for  rod  and  net  fishing.  Since  the 
stormy  weather  abated  on  the  coast  fish  are  beginning  to 
ascend.  In  the  end  of  last  week  there  was  an  improve- 
ment in  the  catch,  aiid  on  the  coast  the  yield  showed 
better.  On  Monday  of  this  week  a  large  box  was  sent  to 
the  market.  The  salmon  average  about  91b.  On  the 
Forglen  water  four  fish  were  killed  last  week  by  the  rod. 
They  scaled  71b.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  S^b.  One  of  71b.  was 
caught  on  the  Mniresk  water,  and  another  of  similar 
weight  on  the  Invereichurie  water.  On  Monday  morning 
frost  was  pretty  keen,  but  by  mid-day  a  genial  shower 
brought  warmth  and  sunshine. — H.  W. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  and  streams 
in  the  north  are  now  in  capital  order ;  plenty  of  fish 
forward  in  the  mid-reaches,  at  least,  and  prospects  of 
sport  very  good.  On  the  Balmoral  waters  the  first  fish  of 
the  season,  two  beauties  of  81b.  and  91b.,  were  creeled  last 
week  by  McLean  and  Donald  Stewart,  and  duly  dispa'  ched 
to  Her  Majesty  at  Dublin  Castl».  On  the  Braemar  waters, 
Mr.  D.  McHardy  (gillie)  creeled  a  salmon  of  6Jlb.,  two,  of 
71b.  and  91b.,  and  one  of  71b.  The  fishing  has  greatly 
improved  on  the  Ballater  reaches.  Sixteen  fish  were  got 
from  the  hotel  waters  ranging  from  71b.  to  111b.,  while 
several  nice  fish  were  got  on  the  Abergeldie  and  upper 
reaches.  On  the  Monaltrie  section,  Mr.  Page  creeled 
three,  of  7ilb.,  101b.,  and  131b.,  and  Lord  Kennedy,  one  of 
81b.  On  the  Glentana  waters,  Mr.  Barclay  has  been  creel- 
ing two  and  three  fish  daily,  while  Mr.  Russell  is  also 
doing  well.  On  the  Huntly  Arms  saction  of  the  Dee,  Mr. 
Brodie  had  three  salmon,  celling  61b.,  01b.,  and  91b. ;  and 
Mr.  Bullogh,  one  of  71b. ;  and  on  a  subsequent  occasion 
Mr.  Brodie  creeled  one  of  Sib.,  one  of  91b.,  and  one  of 
8 Jib. ;  while  Mr.  Garfirth  had  one  of  I41b.  weight.  On 
the  Kincardine  O'Neil  beats,  Mr.  H.  D.  Thornecroft  and 
Mr.  Wheen  creeled  six  fish  from  the  Lower  Dess,  scaling 
from  7ib.  to  9lb. ;  Lord  Garrioch,  one  of  81b.  on  the 
Lodge  water  ;  while  Mr.  C.  Boosey  had  another  of  14!^lb. 
On  the  Carlogie  section,  Mr.  Thorne  creeled  one  of  101b. ; 
and  Mr.  G.  C.  Boosey,  three,  of  61b.,  81b..  and  9Jlb.  On 
the  Borrowstone  section,  Mr.  Barclay  landed  three  fine 
fish,  scaling  71b.,  81b.,  and  111b.  ;  the  Hon.  C.  FitzWilliam, 
Ballogie,  eight  fine  fish,  scaling  from  71b;  to  111b. ;  and 
Mr.  Woodroffe,  on  Woodend,  six,  scaling  from  71b.  to  101b. 
On  the  Upper  Blackball  Castle  water,  Mr.  C.  S.  Munro 
and  Mr.  P.  S.  Mayhew  creeled  three  one  day  last  week, 
and  are  having  very  fair  sport.  On  the  Cairnton  and 
Blackball  waters  sport  is  improving,  and  on  the  other 


reaches  fish  are  being  got  every  day.  On  the  Park  waters, 
Messrs.  Davidson  and  .Jopp  have  run  up  a  very  tidy  score 
since  the  season  opened;  while  Mr.  Fortescue,  oa  the 
Kingcaussie  section,  has  creeled  thirty  fish  fishing  three  days 
a  week,  and  the  Messrs.  Ritchie,  of  Dunottar,  fishing  the 
other  three,  are  not  far  behind  him.  the  heaviest  soiling 
181b.  On  the  Don  the  first  fish  of  the  season  was  got  by 
an  angler  on  the  Haughtcn  Arms  last  week,  and  several 
have  been  landed  since.  On  the  Ythan  good  sport  is 
being  had  on  the  Ellon  Castle  waters  with  finnock  by 
Messrs.  Mitchell,  Milne,  Davidson,  and  I'rofessor  Cash. 
On  the  Ugie  fish  are  plentiful  but  somewhat  mixed,  with 
kelt  sea  trout  moving  seawards. — G.  M. 

Sonth  of  Scotland.— No  change  has  occurred  in  the 
rivers  of  this  part  of  the  country  since  last  week's  report. 
There  was  a  slight  rainfall  last  week,  though  it  scarcely 
altered  the  size  of  the  rivers.  There  is  now  more  March 
Brown  fly  hatching  out  daily,  and  though  yellow  trout  are 
behind  in  condition,  they  are  getting  into  better  order. 
Greenwell's  Glory  has  been  doing  fairly  well,  but  the  real 
March  Brown  is  bad  to  beat  as  an  all-round  standard 
killer.  Several  nice  trout  were  taken  the  other  day  on 
the  Kirtle  with  the  Light  Snipe  dressed  as  a  Spider. 
Some  fairly  good  sport  among  trout  is  often  had  on  this 
little  river,  especially  on  the  preserved  reaches  of  Robgill 
and  Springkell.  The  former  place  ii  to  be  let  shortly. 
In  the  Annan,  Mr.  McEwan,  of  Marple  (a  visitor),  killed 
a  pretty  little  spring  salmon  the  other  day  with  trout  fly 
and  fine  tackle.  Mr.  McPJwan,  who  was  not  expecting  to 
hook  anything  over  Jib,,  had  on  very  fine  gut  and 
small  March  Brown  when  he  hooked  his  fish.  It 
took  careful  playing  for  forty  minutes  before  the 
salmon  was  brought  into  the  landing-net.  The  same 
gentleman  took  three  or  four  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
Thexton,  of  Holm  Clifl',  caught  three  or  four  yellow 
trout  with  small  fly  on  Saturday,  and  a  brace  on  Monday. 
Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  this  week,  though  there 
will  be  more  rods  on  the  waters  during  the  Easter  holidays. 
Nothing  is  doing  on  the  Nith  or  the  Galloway  rivers  at 
present,  and  matters  are  not  expected  to  improve  until 
after  a  good  fall  of  rain.  The  barometer  is  lower  since 
Monday,  and  it  is  to  be  trusted  a  change  will  come  soon. 
The  Cockermouth,  Derwent,  as  also  the  Ehen,  Irt,  Calder, 
&c. ,  are  very  low  and  clear,  and  little  is  doing  on  any  of 
these  waters.  The  Solway  lessees  are  killing  very  few 
spring  salmon  at  present,  but  a  few  fine  sea  trout  are  being 
caught  in  the  stake  nets.  One  lessee  tells  me  he  never  saw 
finer  conditioned  fish  in  the  Solway.  Prices  are  very  high 
this  week  ;  as  much  as  2a.  8d.  per  lb.  is  being  obtain3d  for 
Solway  salmon  and  sea  trout. — Heatheebell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  spring  fishing  season  has  now  set  in,  but  the  cold 
and  stormy  weather  is  very  materiaDy  being  a  drawback 
to  the  trout  angler.  Notwithstanding  the  drawbacks, 
however,  that  the  disciples  of  the  rod  and  line  are 
still  subjected  to,  there  are  many  who  have  faced  the 
storm  and  viciously  cold  winds,  snd  have  been,  in  a  few 
cases,  rewarded  for  their  exertions  with  some  capital 
baskets.  On  the  Teviot,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  George  Lees, 
jun.,  postman,  Albert-place,  Kelso,  had  101b.  of  fine  trout. 
On  Monday  he  had  again  8lb.,  and  on  Tuesday  7ilb., 
including  several  grayling.  He  also  had  a  very  nice  sea 
trout  on  Saturday  of  Olb.  weight.  All  these  were  got  with 
fly,  the  March  Brown  and  Partridge  Spider  being  the  most 
deadly.  On  the  same  river,  Mr.  John  Mercer,  Kelso,  with 
fly  and  worm,  had  a  basket  of  8Jlb.  on  Friday,  and  on 
Monday,  on  the  Eden,  he  had  nearly  lOJlb.  with  fly. 
Many  ether  baskets  of  from  2Jlb.  upwards  have  been 
killed,  but  the  above  are  the  best  trout  takes  got  since  last 
report.  Little  or  nothing  has  been  done  on  any  of  the 
salmon  casts  during  the  past  week.  On  the  Ednam  House 
water,  Mr.  James  Tait,  Bdenside,  Kelso,  has  had  two  fish 
of  8 Jib.  and  5 Jib.,  besides  a  few  nice  common  trout.  On 
the  Hendersyde  water  four  salmon  have  been  killed,  but 
particulars  are  not  yet  to  hand.  No  fishing  on  the  Floors 
upper  or  lower  waters  during  the  week,  and  the  same 
remark  applies  to  Sprouston,  Makerstonn,  and  Ruther- 
ford.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballina  (Uoy  Hotel  Private  Waters).— Since  my 
last  report  water  in  good  order,  with  south-west  winds, 
and  a  plentiful  supply  of  spring  fish  on  the  pools.  The 
rivers  are  doing  well,  taking  up  to  twenty  salmon  in  the 
day,  and  the  nets  on  the  upper  water  are  getting  a  good 
number  of  fish.  Mr.  Ganby  got  some  nice  baskets  of 
trout  during  the  week,  some  of  them  31b.  each. — • 
John  Devers. 

Bandon  (co.  Cork). — River  has  been  in  excellent 
fishing  order  since  last  report,  and  some  good  fish  have 
been  landed,  including  the  following  :  Mr.  W.  Duke, 
271b.,  111b.,  101b.;  Mr.  Murphy  (Bandon),  101b.;  Mr. 
Hayes  (Bandon),  101b.  ;  Mr.  J.  E.  Longfield  (Bnaiskeine), 
111b.,  121b.  ;  Miss  G.  de  Rutzon  (Carrigmore),  91b.— 
William  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bnndrowes  (00.  Donegal). — This  river  was  in 
excellent  fishing  ply  in  the  early  part  of  the  past  week, 
when  Mr.  T.  Gilroy  landed  two  nice  fresh  run  salmon,  of 
9 Jib.  and  101b.  Unfortunately,  towards  the  end  of  the 
week  rather  stormy  weather  set  in,  with  heavy  rainfall 
almost  incessantly  since  7th  inst.  The  river  is  therefore 
much  discoloured  at  present,  and  will  take  a  few  days  to 
get  into  fishing  order  again. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Cork  Biivers, — Sport  has  generally  improved  since 
last  report,  the  waters  being  in  better  order  from  recent 
heavy  rain.  The  outlook  for  the  next  few  days  is 
promising  on  all  the  principal  rivers. — T.  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— The  first 
salmon  of  the  season  taken  on  the  Erne  was  got  in  the 
boxes  on  Ith  inst.  Some  tine  trout,  weighing  from  21b. 
to  lib. ,  were  taken  by  the  following  anglers  on  the  Erne 
during  the  past  week :  Mr.  A.  J.  H.  Woods,  Mr.  F. 
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Donagher,  Mr.  Cleary,  the  Masters  Crawford,  and  others. 
The  river  is  keeping  in  fine  tronting  order. — M.  Kogan 
AXD  Sons. 

Kerry  Kivers. — Thongh  the  weather  has  been  against 
aDgling  generally  since  last  report,  some  fair  sport  was 
bad  on  a  few  of  the  principal  rivers.  The  prospects  for 
the  cDming  week  are  better,  as  the  waters  are  now  in  nice 
order,  and  the  weather  is  getting  more  favourable. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Eillamey.— Sport  has  been  pretty  good  on  favourable 
dajs  since  last  report,  several  good  salmon  having  been 
accounted  for.  Trouting,  too,  is  showing  much  improve- 
ment. Good  sport  is  espected  during  the  next  few  days, 
ae  the  weather  is  now  seasonable. — T.  J.  D. 

^66  (co.  Cork). — Sport  on  all  parts  of  the  river  has 
been  excellent  for  the  past  week,  water  in  perfect  order, 
and  every  stream  stocked  with  fresh  fish  after  the  recent 
floods.  On  Mashonagiass,  Mr.  M.  F.  Barry,  during  the 
week,  61b.,  CJlb.,  7ib.,  SJlb.,  OJlb  ,  151b.,  201b.  On 
NettleviUe,  Col.  Broderick,  /lb..  91b.,  lUb. ;  Mr.  G.  M. 
levers,  61b.,  161b.  On  Carhue,  C.  H.  Stanley,  91b.,  101b., 
111b.  On  Leehans.  Commander  Steward,  R.N.,  7ib.,  71b., 
8;b. ;  Mr.  J.  BuUen,  91b..  121b.  ;  Mr.  Samuel  Haynes, 
201b.,  141b.,  101b.,  91b.,  sjlb. ;  Capt.  Ward,  91b.,  91b.  On 
lower  Nettleville,  Mr.  Dan  Riordan,  221b.  On  Fargus, 
Major  Adamson,  6Mb.,  lllb.,  121b.;  Mr.  .T.  E.  Deacon, 
Slbi,  91b.,  lljlb.  On  Castle  Lynch,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  7Jlb., 
81b.,  81b. — William  Haynes  and  Son. 

IiSenane. — Erriff  River  is  now  open  to  anglers.  A 
good  many  spring  fish  got  up  last  flood. — MacKeown. 

Lough  Cnrrane  (Wat«rville,  co.  Kerry).— The 
weather  has  been  again  unfavourable,  andsport  has  not  been 
good  in  consequence.  Mr.  Sword  had  a  salmon,  Mr.  Schoefield 
one,  and  S.  Huggard  one.  At  time  of  writing  the  weather 
has  got  milder,  and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are 
much  better.  Salmon  have  been  arriving  from  the  sea, 
and  fly  fishing  will  now  be  more  generally  practised. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Longli  Mask  and  Corrib  Hotel,  Mount  Gable, 
Cloubnr  (co.  Oa'.way).— Fishing  for  the  past  few  days 
has  improved  very  mush,  and  trout  are  beginning  to  feed. 
Mr,  Steward  made  a  handsome  basket  of  eight  trout  on 
'Jih  inet.,  and  Messrs.  Graham,  Pettie,  and  Heywood  were 
also  successful,  some  grand  gillaroo  trout  caught  by  the 
latter  weighing  up  to  4lb. — J.  A.  .1. 

Longb.  Melviu. — Some  good  sport  was  had  in  the 
early  part  of  the  past  week,  but  the  weather  became  so 
changeable  and  stormy  towards  the  end  of  the  week  that 
boats  could  not  comfortably  stay  out  on  the  lake,  con- 
sequently sport  was  spoiled  to  a  great  extent.  Mr.  A. 
Stubbs  landed  one  fresh  run  salmon  of  81b.  on  April  6 ; 
and  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  one  of  11  Jib.  on  7th;  Mr.  Wm. 
Neely  landed  one  splendid  trout  {Salmo  ferox)  of  9^1b.  on 
same  day  ;  Mr.  H.  Philips  landed  one  fresh  run  salmon  of 
9Ib.  on  5th;  Capt.  F.  W.  Jones  took  several  nice  brown 
trout  trolling,  largest  21b. ;  Mr.  J.  Slavin  landed  one 
salmon  weighing  101b.  on  5th ;  and  Mr.  P.  Lynch  took 
two  nice  trout  (Salmo  ferox),  of  2|lb.  and  41b.,  on  7th. 
Trout  have  not  begun  to  rise  very  well  to  the  fly  yet, 
although  there  was  a  further  improvement  in  this  line  of 
sport  since  last  report.  Some  fine  sport  is  expected  on 
this  lake  this  week,  as  at  time  of  writing  the  weather  is 
right  for  fishing  again. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy,  Longli  s  Conn  and  Callen  (Balliua,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  more  favourable  now  for  angling; 
wind  shifting  from  north-east  to  south-west ;  river  out  of 
order  for  the  most  part  of  the  week,  therefore  very  little 
sport.  Mr.  Birr  had  two  fish,  91b.,  131b.  Mr.  C. 
Menton,  one  fish,  ll|lb.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  hooked  a  few 
fish  with  the  spoon.  Lough  fishing  poor,  few  jack  were 
got  by  Mr.  Simons,  largest  131b.  Some  trout  have  been 
got  on  Lough  Talt  and  Lough  Callow.  Good  prospects 
tor  sport  during  the  Eister  holidays. — Pat  Heaenes. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Killaloe).— Sport  not 
much  to  speak  of  this  week.  Mr.  Gilbey  Vokens,  of 
London,  brought  to  boat  a  springer  of  101b. ;  and  Mr.  J. 
Thornton,  London,  killed  above  the  bridge  a  superb  river 
trout  of  8Jlb.  Heavy  rainfall  last  night  and  to-day,  which 
will  surely  soften  the  weather,  and  put  the  salmon  and 
trout  in  a  better  mood  for  taking  fly  and  bait.  Mr. 
Atthur  W.  Blyth,  of  London,  is  just  in  after  landing,  on 
Mr.  8.  J.  Hurley's  water  under  the  weir  wall  above  the 
bridge,  a  spiioger  weighing  I'llb. — 8.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Caatleconnell).— The  weather  has  now 
become  very  rainy,  si  that  we  shall  soon  have  another  rise 
of  water,  but  it  will  probably  not  alTect  the  fishing.  On 
Doonass,  Mr.  G.  G.  Williams  killed  :  5th,  one  salmon, 
141b. ;  10th,  one  salmon,  I81b.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  C. 
Jones  killed :  4th,  one  salmon,  201b. ;  9oh,  one  salmon, 
ll^b. ;  lObh,  one  salmon,  91b.  On  the  Castle  Fishery, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Stancbffe  killed:  6th,  one  salmon,  191b. — J. 
Bnrioht  and  Bon. 

Weetmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar).— As  a  rule  local 
anglers  do  not  go  in  for  spring  fishing  on  these  lakes  to 
any  appreciable  extent,  preferring  to  wait  for  the  May  Fly 
or  greendrake  season.  In  any  case  there  has  not  been  much 
to  encourage  either  amateurs  or  professioua's  since  the 
season  opened,  as  the  weather  seemed  dead  agaiuit  sport. 
The  only  item  of  any  importance  last  week  was  the  capture 
of  a  51b.  trout  on  Lough  Owel  by  a  local  fisherman. 
Prospects  of  angling  are  looking  much  better,  end  all  are 
pretty  confident  of  a  good  eeasou  on  theee  charming 
waters,  where  I  have  seen  trout  taken  of  271b.,  If^lb.,  lOIb., 
Mlb.,  121b,,  and  lllb.,  and  of  evety  weight  downwards, 
and  I  will  be  glad  to  show  the  27-pounder  ti  any  tourist 
angler  who  comes  thia  way. — T.  J.  W.  ^ 

SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinakelligs. — Spoit  continues  good  on  favourable 
days  at  pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting.  At  time  of  writing 
the  weather  is  very  Heasonable,  and  all  fish  usually  taken 
9^,  this  time  are  getting  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 


Ballyootton. — Very  little  sea  angling  has  been  done 
here  since  last  report  owing  to  generally  wild  weather. 
The  weather,  however,  is  now  (Monday)  all  that  could  be 
wished  for,  and  good  sport  is  looked  forward  to  in  the 
near  future. — T.  J.  D. 

Dingle.  —  Sport  continues  very  good  despite  un- 
favourable weather.  Pollack  are  now  well  on  the  feed, 
and  whiting  and  gurnard  have  given  better  sport.  All 
fish  usually  taken  at  this  time  of  the  year  are  numerous 
close  inshore. — T.  J.  D. 

Glenlongh  (Sneem,  co.  Kerrj ).— Owing  to  harsh 
weather  and  heavy  rains  sea  fishing  has  been  much 
interfered  with  here  recently,  and  the  captures  were  few 
and  small.  At  time  of  writing,  however,  things  are 
improving,  and  fair  takes  of  pollack  and  ling  are  being 
had.    Mackerel  are  arriving  in  the  estuary. — T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — Amateur  fishermen  who  keep  boats,  and 
there  are  hundreds  of  them  at  Plymouth,  are  beginning  to 
move,  and  seeing  about  fitting  out  their  gear.  At  Easter 
time  several  of  the  boats,  as  a  rule,  are  ready  to  be 
launched.  The  pollack  I  alluded  to  last  week  were  caught 
outside  the  breakwater  lighthouse,  and  I  hear  they  are 
catching  some  fine  ones  in  the  early  morning.  Mackerel 
are  still  being  brought  in  by  the  drift  boats,  and  ttey  are 
still  in  splendid  condition.  The  rod  fishermen  are  not 
having  such  good  sport;  the  bass  and  mullet  are  not  feed- 
ing so  well.  Some  fair  baskets  of  emelt  are  being  taken, 
and  some  very  fine  flat  fish  on  the  mud  banks  in  Firestone 
Bay  and  off  the  end  of  Millbay  Pier. — William  Heaeder 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).— A  few  small  bass,  pollack, 
and  flat  fish  have  been  taken. — W.  E.  Lakee. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  membera,  at  Ye 
Olde  Rainbow  Tavern,  15,  Fleet-street,  E.G.,  on  Wednes- 
day, April  11,  1900,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  in  the 
chair,  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed. 

Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  remarked  that  he  had  noticed  in 
several  newspapers  that  large  quantities  of  grey  mullet, 
running  from  41b.  to  61b.  in  weight,  had  been  taken  off 
Dover. 

Mr.  Lane  handed  round  some  very  interesting  photo- 
graphs of  the  fifh  markets  at  Grimsby. 

The  hon.  secretary  made  the  following  announcements  : 
He  had  received  a  letter  from  the  agent  at  Heme  Bay 
asking  whether  certain  specimens  sent  were  the  eggs  of 
the  plaice,  but  he  thought  they  were  colonies  of  palyza. 

Mr.  Minchin  will  deliver  his  lecture  on  "  Baits  and  Sea 
Fishing"  on  Wednesday,  April  25,  next,  and  a  smoking 
concert  will  be  held  at  the  end  of  the  fishing  season  at  a 
date  to  be  fixed  later. 

There  will  be  no  meeting  of  members  on  Wednesday 
next,  it  bsing  the  Wednesday  following  Bank  Holiday. 
Hearty  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  the  Fishing- 
Gazette  for  the  very  excellent  manner  in  which  they  had 
reproduced  the  photograph  of  the  chairman,  and  reported 
the  society's  annual  dinner,  and  to  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting.  The  usual  toast  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  held  on  Tuesday  evening 
last,  Mr.  W.  J.  Clarke  occupied  the  chair.  The  fishing 
reports  handed  in  were  very  encouraging,  especially  these 
from  members  who  had  visited  the  society's  waters  at 
Chesham  ;  in  fact,  all  who  had  been  there  had  hooked  fish. 
The  opening  dinner  of  the  season  at  Chesham  took  place 
on  Saturday  last,  and  was  a  distinct  success,  twenty 
members  sitting  down  to  an  excellent  repast  provided  by 
Mr.  Priest,  of  the  Black  Horfe.  If  reference  were 
made  to  last  year's  report  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  the  opening  dinner,  it  wonld  be  found  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  present  report  almost  exactly. 
Th3  same  condition  of  wind  and  weither  prevailed — 
hail,  rain,  and  snow  in  the  morning,  a  few  rajs  of 
sunshine  in  the  afternoon,  with  very,  very  long  intervals 
between  them.  As  is  usually  the  case  with  the  Gresham 
outings  of  late,  we  had  samples  of  all  kinds  of  weather. 
Mr.  Chasteney  was  the  great  man  of  the  day,  having 
captured  a  brace  of  very  nice  trout,  which  were  in  good 
condition,  so  they  were  cooked  and  served  as  a  novel  send- 
oif,  being  skilfully  apportioned  amongst  the  aforesaid 
twenty.  Of  course,  after  such  a  boisterous  morning  the 
water  was  rendered  too  thick  for  fly  fishing,  yet  Mr.  Emery, 
successful  as  usual,  captured  two  fish,  both  being  returned. 
One  he  thought  to  be  a  fish  from  the  lot  turned  in  last 
year;  it  was  just  the  12in.,  which  is  pleasant  news.  Mr. 
Eldred  took  the  trout  conscientiously  returned.  Mr. 
Woodruff  had  one  sizeable  fish  and  two  undersized,  all 
being  returned.  Mr.  Buckingham  had  a  brace.  The 
successful  flifs  appear  to  have  been  the  March  Brown  and 
the  Alder.  Dr.  Patterson  and  his  friend  also  took  fish,  but 
I  have  no  particulars  of  them.  I  witnessed  Mr.  Scott  hook 
and  land  a  very  nice  trout  of  a  little  over  lib.  Mr. 
Meyers  reported  having  a  couple  of  days  on  the  Thames 
recently,  and  hooked,  hat  unfortunately  lojt,  a  very  nice 
trout.  Mr  Connollan  has  again  been  at  the  same  game, 
but  did  not  make  a  wise  choice  of  the  weather,  so  was 
unsuccessful.  Mr.  Short  aqd  his  friend  had  an  excep- 
tionally good  day,  taking  five  trout,  weights  as  follows: 
51b.  3oz.,  31b.  12oz.,  31b.  6o7,.,  lib.  12oji  ,  and  I  loz  ,  the 
latter  re^^uine.\  How  we  wished  they  bad  been  taken  on 
the  day  of  the  society's  meeting,  that  they  could  have 
graced  our  trays.  We  had  a  small  exhibition  of  fly 
rods,  flies,  and  tackle  interesting  to  fly  fishers.  Mr. 
Taylor  brought  up  a  number  of  articles  of  interest,  and 
explained  special  points  in  connection  with  same.  Mr. 


Eldred  obtained  a  loan  of  rods,  reels,  and  casts  from  Messrs. 
Carter,  including  special  boxes  for  flies,  which  were  much 
admired.  Another  item  was  a  rod  specially  built  for 
dapping.  Mr.  Hoyle  had  a  very  fine  collection  of  flies  of 
all  kinds,  which  were  most  artistically  arranged  on  cards, 
and  it  was  very  much  regretted  that,  owing  to  the  shortness' 
of  time,  more  attention  could  not  be  given  to  these. 
A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  those  membais 
who  had  taken  an  interest  in  the  fixture.  I  wish  to  draw 
members'  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  annual  dinner  of 
the  society  will  take  place  at  the  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,' 
Coleman-street,  E.C.,  on  Tuesday,  the  24th  inst.,  at  6  for' 
6.30  p.m.,  when  William  Senior,  Esq.  ("  Red  Spinner  "),•• 
has  kindly  promised  to  preside.  Will  members  please 
make  the  earliest  application  for  tickets  from  now.  After 
the  usual  toasts,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  having  been  passed 
to  the  chair,  the  meeting  terminated. 

J.  W.  Walker  (Hon.  Sec). 


RIVER    DOVE    A.C.  (KIRBYMOORSIDM 
YORKS.)  .  I 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  March  28.  Thfl 
matter  of  finance  wss  considered  satisfactory,  there  beinfl 
a  small  balance  in  hand  after  putting  down  two  wooden 
bridges  and  considerably  thinning  out  the  bushes  in  thS 
several  beats,  extending  over  a  distance  of  twelve  miles.' 
The  500  yearlings  kindly  given  by  the  Torks.  Fishery 
Board  last  season  are  doing  well,  and  will  be  in  suflicient 
size  for  the  present  season.  A  few  rainbow  trout  were 
added  as  an  experiment,  and  judging  from  experience  in 
the  Costa  (which  stream,  like  our  own,  flows  into  the 
Derwent  before  reaching  Malton),  and  the  splendid  sport 
they  are  already  giving  on  other  waters,  should  prove  an 
advantage  to  the  club.  It  will  be  seen  on  referring  to 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  31  how  marvellously  soon 
these  fish  reach  lib.  to  2Ib.  An  account  has  been  given 
in  this  paper  of  returning  some  of  these  fish  in  October 
during  the  last  two  seasons.  A  catch  of  fish  last  season 
(six  brace),  half  of  them  averaging  over  |lb.  each,  but  no 
fish  quite  reaching  lib.,  included  a  rainbow  returned, 
measuring  12in. ,  and  although  no  longer  than  the  others, 
it  was  much  plumper  and  better  fed.  Photos  of  the  catch 
are_ enclosed,  giving  a  fair  specimen  of  the  style  of  the  fish 
which  run  up  from  the  Derwent  into  several  of  our  sur- 
rounding fishings.  The  Dove  club  has  added  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  more  fishing  on  the  main  {stream  at  Breoklands 
Farm.  Last  year,  on  the  adjoiningjbeat  of  clab  water,  a 
mixed  catch  averaged  ^Ib.  each,  and  in  the  May  Fly  seaEon 
many  trout  of  |lb.  were  obtained,  while  IJlb.  trout  were 
landed  both  above  and  below  the  town  ;  these  came  under 
the  personal  knowledge  of  the  writer.  Considering  the 
exceptional  length  of  beats  and  the  addition  to  the  same, 
the  committee  are  disposed  to  accept  a  few  more  members, 
without  entrance  fee,  at  20s.  a  year,  but  will  in  no  case 
overcrowd  the  fishings.  Tickets  may  be  obtained  at  the 
hotels,  or  from  the  secretary.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  to  convey  fishermen  at  reduced  charges  to  or 
from  either  of  the  rivers  Dove  or  Hodge  at  Is.  and  Is.  fid. 
a  trap-load.  The  writer  would  be  glad  to  give  strangers 
further  information,  and  explain  short  footpaths,  &c.,  to 
the  various  fishings.  Kirbymoorside  being  on  the  list  of 
tourist  stations,  week-end  tickets  can  be  had  at  a  single 
fare,  available  from  Friday  to  Tuesday.  The  N.E. 
Railway  Company  issues  a  guide-book  free,  which  gives 
list  of  hotels,  lodgings,  fishings,  &c.  The  accommodation 
here  is  abundant,  and  charges  most  moderate.  To  avoid 
disappointment  strangers  will  do  well  to  find  out  which 
clubs  in  the  neighbjurhood  are  like  the  Dove,  and  issue 
day  and  weekly  tickets,  and  allow  minnow  and  fly  fishing 
all  the  season  on  some  or  other  of  their  beats,  not  even 
making  an  exception  in  the  May  Fly  time.  "The  usual 
charge  is  about  2$.  6d.  day,  7s.  6d.  week.  It  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  although  grayling  give  splendid  sport  on  some 
of  the  beats  of  our  club  water,  there  are  no  fish  but  trout 
to  be  met  with  north  of  the  town,  and  that  for  about  a 
mile  above  the  town  the  two  rivers  run  underground,  thus 
completely  separating  the  two  fishings.  A  knowledge  of 
the  footpaths  to  the  several  fishings  will  be  found  most 
useful.  The  fishing  north  of  the  town  consists  of  both 
Dove  and  Hodge.  The  former  rises  on  Farndale  and  the 
latter  on  Bransdale,  some  ten  or  twelve  miles  away,  and, 
with  one  small  exception  at  Douthwaite  Dale,  is  included 
in  Earl  Feversham's  Estate  Office  ticket,  issued  at  Helms- 
ley,  and  at  the  King's  Head  Hotel,  Kirbymoorside, 
occupied  by  W.  H.  Calam  as  tenant.  Both  streams  are 
included  in  the  same  ticket  at  Is.,  33.,  and  128.  per  week, 
month,  or  season.  Parties  have  here  a  rare  opportunity 
of  fishing  amongst  lovely  wooded  scenery,  where  lilies  of 
the  valley,  orchids  of  many  varieties,  ferns,  and  wild  flowers 
in  abundance  can  be  obtained  whenever  fish  are  off  feed.  No 
amount  of  fishing  seems  to  lessen  the  number  of  these 
trout,  which  have  no  enemies  in  the  fish  line  to  contend 
with.  Those  who  prefer  more  open  fishing,  moor  air,  and 
mountain  scenery  will  find  the  valleys  on  the  upper  reaches 
abetter  stopping  place.  The  N.E.  Railway  guide-book 
previously  mentioned,  and  guide  to  Rye  dale,  with  map  of 
the  district  at  Is.,  obtainable  at  Smith's  bookstall  and 
stationers  here  in  the  town,  give  further  particulars,  and 
a  day's  journey  round  the  Circular  Tour  will  pass  both 
rivers,  and  give  a  good  idea  of  the  scenery.    Several  of 


Tun  Thousand  I'ounds  riiii  Annum  may  iik  Eaenkd  at  tno 
great  a  eiic  riflce  If  we  ruin  our  health  and  happiness  during  its 
m'ouniulatioD.  Although  money  Is  a  iiecssary  arliela  In  posies.s 
in  order  to  obtain  the  meona  of  existence,  it  cinnot  purchase 
love,  friendship,  or  immuDily  from  tho  dangers  and  iiangs  of 
disease.  Tho  millionaire  has  often  envied  tho  toiling  lobourer 
liis  hearty  appetite  and  sturdy  health,  and  would  gladly  have 
sacrificed  a  large  amount  of  his  wealth  in  e.\ch«ngp  for  these 
blessings.  lIolloway'H  I'llla,  however,  can  give  healtli  to  the 
most  delic  ate.  'J'hey  are  the  prooious  l<('y  which  can  open  the 
door  leading  to  tho  Bmilin?  valley  of  health.  Tliey  purify  the 
system  and  give  the  oBsentlals  uf  strength  for  the  blood. 
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f  Oz*ooked  Laxxe,  Xjozxdozx  Bricige,  ES.O.,  <&  X,  Bi;LX>3r  St.,  St.  J etxxxes',  S.'W. 

»  are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(witii  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 

TTS/-   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  TTO/- 


the  inns,  farms,  and  private  lodgiogs  are  available  for 
fishermen  and  cyclists,  and  there  need  be  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  fishing  tickets,  as  83  many  persons  issue  them. 
An  cccatisnal  permit  for  a  day's  free  fishing  is  obtainable 
at  no  great  distance,  by  way  of  a  change. 

J.  C.  Frank. 


April  15. 

Ea&ter  Sunday. 
April  16. 

Easter  Monday. 
AprU  18. 

St.  Ives  and  District :  Annual  dinner, 
Apnl  19. 

Noith-Eist  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 


April 


May 


9 
9, 
9. 

10. 

14, 

15. 

15, 


— Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
— Kingston  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 
. — Piscatorial  Society :  Presentation  of  cups. 
.—Twickenham  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 
. — Greshain  :  Annaal  dinner. 
,— Qneen's  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 
.— B.S.A..S. :  Lecture  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchia. 
. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Ainual  dinner. 
. — West  Kensington  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
. — A.B.S. :  Prize  distribution. 
. — Stockwell :  Lantern  lecture  and  concert. 
. — Collingwood  :  Annual  dinner. 
— Wellington  :  Annual  snpper. 
, — Honnslow  and  Isleworth  :  Annual  dinner. 
, — Oglander  :  Annual  dinner. 
, — Amicable  Brothers  :  Annual  snpper. 
. — Hearts  of  Oak  :  Snpper. 
. — Original  Clerkenwell :  A.B.S.  concert. 
. — Royal  George  ;  Annual  snpper. 
. — Walham  Green  :  Annual  dinner. 
— Peck  ham  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
. — Cosy  ;  Benefit  concert. 
— Battersea  Friendly  :  Annual  dinner. 
— Elgin:  A.B.S.  concert. 


lej>atts  from  Clu&s 

We  leg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Tknrsday 
Bveniiij^.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Cldb 
Beport  "  outside  envelope. 

Allason  United  Brothen'  Angfllntr  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uibridge-street,  Netting  HUl  Grate.  W.— 
At  our  usual  weekly  meeting  the  committee  met  and 
disposed  of  several  cases  left  over  from  last  meeting.  The 
fish  auditors  (G.  Barker  and  F.  Wright)  will  produce  the 
list  of  past  season's  winners  and  their  united  weights  next 
week.  Several  of  us  are  going  sea  fishing  at  Eister;  would 
the  worthy  editor  recommend  either  Newhaven  Haibjur, 
Deal,  or  Dover  ?  we  shall  angle  from  the  piers.  Myself, 
I  prefer  Nenhaven,  but  I  might  be  wrong ;  anyhow,  I 
would  like  your  opinion. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Sport  is  not  good  at  present  at  any  of  the  places  yon 
mention,  but  Dover,  it  is  said,  is  the  best  place  jast  now.] 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Lord  Napier, 
Victorii  Dock-road,  E. — Kindly  note  our  removal  to  the 
abave  address. — M.  W.  Brownlie. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — A  vicit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Crown  and 
EucWand  A  S.  on  Monday,  Mr.  Franklin  in  the  chair. 
The  following  fifteen  societies  answered  the  roll  call : 
Great  Northern,  Lincoln,  Crown  and  Buckland,  Eustonian, 
Amicable  Waltonians,  Blocmjbury,  Alma,  North  London, 
Camden,  Royal  George,  Mitre,  (Queen's  Piscatorials, 
P/icca  of  Wales,  Origical  Clerkenwell,  and  Merry 
Anglers.  Owing  to  counter  attractions  and  a  wet  evening 
the  attendance  was  not  np  to  the  average.  The  next  visit 
will  be  to  the  Amicable  Waltonians ;  date  later.— F. 
Castei.t,. 

Cobdan  Angling  Society.  Kenaal-road,  W.— Will 
raemberg  kindly  oblige  by  attendicg  on  Tuesday,  April  17,  ' 


as  there  is  some  very  important  business  to  be  transacted  ? 
I  should  like  members  to  send  in  their  prizes,  and  also  fix 
date  of  annual  dinner.  Will  members  please  settle  for  the 
concert  tickets  taken  on  Dec.  9  ? — T.  Twyman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society.  Brownlow  Arms, 
Browniow-street,  Dalston. — On  April  10  there  was  a  very 
fair  attendance.  The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  was  proceeded  with  ;  full  particulars  in  next  report. 
Members  who  were  absent  please  note  that  the  socisty  will 
not  meet  on  Tuesday,  April  17. — S.  Malky. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  Notting  Hill,  W. — A  special  meeting  is 
called  for  Tuesday,  April  24,  to  arrange  some  very 
important  matters.  The  date  of  our  A.B.  concert  is  fixed 
for  Tuesday,  May  15.  At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  P.  Harley 
was  duly  elected,  and  Mr.  A.  Cowen  proposed  as  a  working 
member.  A  very  enjoyable  evening  was  fpant  at  the 
Islington  Brothers  return  visit  last  Monday.— G.  King. 

Harconrt  Angling  Society,  Harconrt  Arms, 
Haroourt-street,  N.W. — Our  snpper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  about  the  middle  of  May ;  date 
liter.  I  trust  this  will  liven  up  the  members  that  are  not 
clear  on  the  books,  so  that  we  may  have  the  pleasure  of 
their  company  some  Thursday  evening  previous  to  the 
date  of  the  supper. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Will  members  kindly 
attend  next  Wednesday,  general  business  night ;  important. 
We  are  making  new  members  fast.  Supper  night.  May  7. 
Will  members  make  themselves  eligible,  as  we  shall  have 
a  grand  night ;  plenty  of  talent. — H.  Bagshaw. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — "The  above  visit  on  Monday, 
April  9,  was  poorly  attended.  Mr.  Barwash  in  the  chair. 
Several  songs  were  sung.  When  C.  Watling  called  the 
roll  fourteen  clubs  responded.  I  must  thank  those  anglers 
and  friends  who  came  and  gave  their  support  on  that 
evening.  On  Tuesday,  April  lu,  Mr.  E.  Challis  in  the 
chair,  the  minutes  were  confirmed. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.B. — At  a  committee  meeting  of 
the  above  society  it  was  resolved  to  hold  the  annual 
general  meeting  at  the  Rosemary  Branch  on  Tuesday, 
April  24,  at  8  30,  when  all  members  are  particularly 
requested  to  attend. — W.  Freeman. 

Iiiverpool  Jlingling  Association.  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — We  placed  in  the  Knowtley  water  last 
week  1000  perch  and  roach.  These  fish  were  got  by 
netting  a  large  pond,  which  we  were  asked  to  do_  by  a 
gentleman  who  intends  to  stock  the  water  with  rainbow 
trout.  I  expect  we  shall  this  next  back  end  put  in  20O  or 
.300  two-year-old  trout  —  probably  fontinalis  —  in  the 
ilaabon  water.  We  are  having  competitions  in  both  our 
waters  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Mondiy.— R.  Wool- 
fall  (Hon.  Sec). 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society, 
Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On 
Wedcesday,  May  9,  a  core  art  will  take  place  at  the  above 
club-housa  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  when 
I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  The  distribution  of  club 
prizes  will  take  place  on  that  night. — -A.  H. 

Kojal  George  Angling  Society.  (Queen's  Arms, 
Batemac-street,  Soho-square. — On  Wednesday  last  we 
discussed  several  items  for  bneiuess  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  on  the  18ch  we  shall  commence  alteration  of  rules  if 
necessary.  I  trust  all  members  will  make  an  effort  to 
attend. — F.  Gibbons. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — We  had  a  good  muster  on  Tuesday 
evening,  and  the  members  had  a  high  old  time.  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade  favoured  us  with  a  visit,  and  opened  the  T.A.P.S. 
and  A.B.S.  boxes,  the  former  containing  l-Ss.  6d.,  the 
latter  £1.  A  second  edition  of  03.  has  also  been  sent  to 
the  F.G.  Tobacco  Fund,  making  I03.  <ii.  in  all.  A  j 
lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  Wade  will  take  place  on  April  30  at  | 
the  above  address  in  aid  of  the  Central  Association 
Restocking  Fund.  Mr.  Wade's  (kill  as  an  entertainer 
needs  no  comment  and  should  attract  a  large  assembly. 
All  anglers  and  friends  are  heartily  welcome.  A  concert 
has  been  arranged  to  follow.  Mr.  Bob  Fisher  (femile 
impersonator),  Ted  Batt,  Harry  Piice,  H.L.I  ,  and  Geo. 
liucaa,  who  greatly  enlivened  the  proceedings  on  Tuesday, 
will  le  included  in  the  programme. — Tommy. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. —  I  t  was  decided  at  last  meeting  to 


remove  to  the  Windsor  Castle  Hotel,  and,  in  consequence 
of  holiday  week,  the  first  meeting  in  the  new  clubhouse 
will  take  place  on  April  24,  to  receive  balance-sheet  and 
other  business.  Secretaries  of  other  clubs  please  note 
change  of  address. — G.  E.  Loi  k. 

Uxbrldge  Rovers  Angling  Society,  The  (Queen's 
Head,  Windsor-street,  Uxbridge. — The  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  to  members  of  the  above  society  took 
place  on  Wednesday,  April  t,  when  there  was  a  full 
attendance  of  members.  Mr,  H.  Payne  in  the  chair,  Mr. 
G.  Stacey,  vice-chair.  After  the  report  of  the  season, 
which  has  iust  closed,  the  amount  of  £1  h.  was  collected 
for  the  Widow  and  Orphans'  Fund,  and  after  the  usual 
lojal  toasts  were  proposed  and  responded  to,  the  remainder 
of  the  evening  was  most  enjoyably  spent  in  harmony 
— one  of  the  most  pleasant  evenings  that  the  members 
have  ever  spent. — Sei  retary. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — We  had  a  very  strong 
muster  at  our  meeting  on  April  10.  Mr.  Papworth  and 
Mr.  Cox  were  elected  chairman  and  vics-chairman  respec- 
tively for  this  occasion.  Time  of  supper  on  May  1  to  be 
eight  o'clock,  shirp.  Members  and  donors  of  prizes  are 
requested  to  forward  same  to  the  secretary  at  their  earliest 
convenience,  so  that  the  distribution  of  prizes  may  be 
arranged  for.— C.  Willett. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Socisty,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — I  wish  to  remind  our 
members  that  it  is  our  monthly  meetir g  on  Wednesday 
next,  April  18,  when  the  balance-sheet  will  ba  on  the 
table. — R.  Lowtiier. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Wimbledon. — On  Tuesday  evening  the  annual  dinner  and 
presentation  of  prizes  in  connection  with  this  flourishing 
suburban  society  came  off  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  the 
president  of  the  club,  Mr.  Walter  Dowson,  S.C.C.,  taking 
the  chair.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of  members  and 
friends.  The  chief  toast  of  the  evening  was  "The 
Society,"  given  by  the  chairman,  to  which  the  hon.  sec. 
(Mr.  S.  Peskett)  replied.  The  latter  spoke  of  the  success 
the  club  had  met  with  since  its  inception,  and  mentioned 
that  the  prizes  in  money  offered  during  the  past  season 
totalled  over  .£20.  In  addition  there  were  numerous 
prizes  in  kind — a  silver  cup,  rods,  winches,  Doulton  ware, 
&c.  The  principal  winners  were  Messrs.  H.  A.  Rait — who 
took  the  silver  cup  for  the  second  time — H.  J.  Lawrence," 
J.  F.  Bovie,  R.  Howden,  W.  C.  Pain,  W.  H.  Bishop,  H. 
Golding,  and  others.  The  toast  of  "  The  Visitors  "  was 
warmly  received,  Mr.  John  E.  Richardson,  the  popular 
fishing  tackle  maker,  of  King8';on-on-Thames,  responding. 
Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  {Thames  Angling  Xeiv^)  answered 
for  "  The  Press."  A  good  musical  programme  was 
provided,  and  several  new  special  prizes  were  "  netted," 
to  be  competed  for  in  the  ensuing  season. — Hon. 
Reporter. 


Several  reports  from  rivers,  &c.,  arrived  too  late  for 
insertion.  It  was  announcacl  last  week  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  hjlidays,  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  go  to 
press  a  day  earlier. 

On  April  7  220  fine  two-year-old  trout  from  the  Wyres- 
dale  Fishery  were  turned  into  the  ornamental  water  in  the 
Canal  Gardens  at  Roundhay  in  the  presence  of  the  officials 
of  the  L.  and  D.  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers.  They 
were  an  exceedingly  fine  lot,  and  were  soon  quite  at  home 
in  their  new  ciuaiters.  The  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board 
presented  them  to  the  amalgamation  in  place  of  500 
yearling  trout  which  had  b:en  promised,  the  society 
preferring  the  same  value  in  two-year-old  fish.  They  wiU 
ba  kept  in  the  Canal  Gardens  until  they  have  attaioed  an 
age  when  they  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  themselves  in 
the  Waterloo  Lake,  all  efforts  having  failed  to  make  the 
Upper  Lake  suitable  for  trout  fishing  only. 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

On  Tuesday  week,  says  the  Ballina  Herald  of  April  5, 
Mr.  Roch  succeeded  in  landing  a  beautiful  spring  salmon 
weighing  over  151b.  at  Pontoon  Bridge.  This,  we  under- 
8':and,  is  the  first  spring  fish  captured  on  either  Lough 
Conn  or  CuUen  this  season.  Mr,  Roch  unfortunately  lost 
two  other  salmon  on  the  same  day.   The  weather  for  some 
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time  past  has  not  b«en  favoorable  to  angling  on  the  Moy, 
but  we  are  glad  to  leatn  that  matters  in  this  direction  have 
Bomewhat  improved  daring  the  past  days.  On  Friday  last 
Mr.  Jim  Hearne  hooked  a  fin?  epringfisb,  but  unfortunately 
it  eEcapej  after  half  an  hour's  good  play.  Mr.  Birr,  more 
foitnnate,  succeeded  in  lai  ding  a  salmon  of  151b. ;  while 
Mr.  Menton  took  one  of  lOJlb.  The  fly  used  on  all  the 
above  occasicns  was  Jim  Hearns'  latest  success,  "  General 
French." 

 >  »»  »  <  

Of  courte,  it  may  be  only  a  coincidence,  but  it  appears 
somewhat  ginsular  that  several  vicars  and  rectors  on  the 
west  midland  trout  streams  found  it  ahsohitelii  necessary 
to  cloae  their  churches  on  the  opening  week  of  the  season 
in  order  that  "  cleating  "  operations  might  be  carried  on  ! 


"  Deak  '  Dragnet,' — How  can  you  expect  your  readers 
to  work  out  that  little  roach  arrangement  which  you  put 
before  them  in  last  weef  s  '  Jott'ngs  by  the  Way  '  at  this 
time  of  the  year '-  It  looks  like  a  direct  temptation  to 
poaching,  which  some  people  might  find  it  hard  to  resist, 
as  red  herrings  do  not  appear  to  be  capab'e  of  performing 
the  trick  they  are  asked  at  Dora's  figures,  and  '  won't 
come  right,'  and  although  I  have  counted  them  '  upwards, 
downwards,  sideways,  and  corner  ways  '  I  cannot  arrive  at 
the  stipulated  '  quotient.'    But  no  matter,  June  16  will 

B30n  be  here,  and  then  .    My  trial  with  the  herrings 

has  not,  however,  been  quite  barren  of  results,  for  I  have 
discovered  that  our  humble  '  breakfast  table  companion  ' 
possesses  occult  properties  as  well  as  Mr.  Boach,  and,  as 
he  is  always  ia  feison,  you  cin  at  any  ticne  prove  for 
yourself  that  136  of  these  little  '  soldiers '  can  be  arranged 
in  sixteen  lote,  no  two  lots  containing  the  same  number  of 
fish,  as  follows : 

2     7     12  13 


11  14 


16 


15  10 

6  3 


And  you  will  find  on  counting  that  every  vertical, 
horizontal  and  diagonal  row,  and  every  middle,  corner,  or 
side  sjuare,  of  four  lots,  any  two  opposite  pairs  of  lots, 
as  12, 13,  0,  3,  or  11,  7,  6,  10,  and  the  four  corner  lots  will 
amount  to  the  sum  of  34.  Also  the  top  row  can  he 
removed  to  the  bottom  or  the  left  hand  row  to  the 
right,  or  l  ice  versa  any  number  of  times  without  affecting 
the  result.  Can  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  tell  me  how 
man^  interchanges  of  one  or  more  fish  between  two  of  the 
lots  in  the  above  arrangement  it  ia  possible  to  make,  so 
that  the  same  identical  fish  shall  never  twice  occudv  all  the 
lots  ?— N. 

Mb.  a.  Jaedine  writes  :  "  I  give  you  a  solution  to  the 
136  roach  problem.  The  fish  to  be  placed  in  sixteen 
separate  lots,  all  different  quantities— counted  upwards  or 
downnrards,  sideways  or  corner  ways ;  or  each  of  the  four 
corner  squares  the  quotient  to  be  exactly  the  same." 


1  16 

12  6 

8  10 

13  3 


14  4 
7  9 


11  5 
2  16 


Mr.  R.  F.  Jiokson  sends  the  following,  bat  has  not 
made  the  quantities  "  all  different  " 


1 

16 

1 

16 

• 

1 

16 

1 

16 

16 

1 ' 

16 

1 

16 

1 

16 

1 

Me,  Jno.  a.  Williamson  writes :  "  We  have  pleasure 
in  announcing  that  a  very  important  concession  has  been 
obtained  by  the  Ccquet  Committee  of  the  Northumbrian 
Anglers'  Federation  in  regard  to  the  river  Coquet.  Louis 
Ames,  Esq.,  of  Linden,  Felton,  who  owns  the  south  side 
of  the  river  Cci|uet  from  the  mill  dam,  about  300yds. 
above  the  bridge  at  Weldon  Bridge  to  the  east  boundary 
cf  Hedley  Wood  Farm  about  one  mile  below  the  bridge, 
has  generously  granted  permigfion  to  holdf  of  A  guinea 
permits  in  the  federation  to  fieh  his  water  during  this 
season.  Holders  of  the  guinea  permits  will  now  have  the 
right  to  fish  nearly  fourteen  miles  of  the  river  Coquet,  as 
the  oonceesicn  granted  by  Mr.  Ames  is  now  in  force.  It 
is  important  to  note  that  Mr.  Ames  has  granted  the  per- 
mission only  to  holders  of  A  permils.  The  prospects  of 
excellent  sport  on  the  Ccquet  this  year  at  Easter  were 
never  better.  Already  many  txcelJent  yellow  trout  have 
been  caught,  the  largest  weighing  8Jlb." 

 >  »»♦<  

Rkckntly  a  woman  in  Norfolk  took  her  child  to 
church  to  be  christened,  and  had  it  named  Joubert.  After 
the  ceremony  the  clergyman  askeil  the  mother  her  reason 
for  giving  the  infant  such  a  Christian  name,  whereupon 
■he  replied,  "  Why,  I  thought  how  nice  it  would  be  to 
name  him  after  one  of  our  big  English  generals. ' ' 


"  I  WAS  rather  amused  on  Sunday  morning  last,"  says 
William  Howlett,  in  the  Buni  Free  PreS',,  "receiiing  a 
letter  from  a  constant  reader  asking  me  if  I  would  g  ve 
the  names  of  some  of  the  birds  that  are  found  along  tl.e 
course  of  the  Lark  stream  and  grounds  that  abut  thereon. 
The  list  is  rather  a  long  oha,  but  I  am  sure  from  many 
years  of  strict  and  personal  cbaervation,  there  is  no  place 
in  the  whole  kingdom  where  a  greater  variety  can  be 
found.  Amongst  the  birds  I  have  noticed  are  the  herons, 
bitterns,^  harriers,  red  and  green  shanks,  coot,  waterhen, 
water-rail,  spotted  crake,  liogfisher,  ouzel,  dabchick,  great 
crested  grebe,  rails,  woodcock,  snipe,  green  woodpeckers, 
greater  spotted  and  lesser  spotted  woodpsokers,  wild  duck, 
shovellers,  teal,  widgeon,  pintail,  peewit,  golden  plover, 
stint,  wrynecks,  cuckoos,  wbeatears,  Norfolk  plover,  night- 
jars, short-eared  owls,  white  and  horned  owls,  reed  buntings, 
yellow  and  pied  wagtails,  tree  creepers,  willoiv  and  sedge 
warblers,  summer  snipe,  jiys,  aad  many  others;  also 
otters,  polecats,  stoits,  weasels,  common  snakes,  adders, 
lizards,  moles,  voles,  &e.  Hours  at  a  time  have  I  sat 
quietly  in  my  sheltered  nooks  and  watchei  them,  and  I 
trust  if  my  life  is  scared  to  be  able  to  do  so  many  times 
more.  There  are  also  many  rare  and  beautiful  butterflies, 
moths,  beetles,  and  other  curious  insects  to  be  found ; 
also  nearly  every  kind  of  wild  flower,  grasses,  and  plants, 
both  aquatic  and  heath,  a  cbarming  place  for  the  lover  of 
nature  in  a  home  district."  [Thank  you,  Mr.  "  Peoples 
William."  You  are  welcDme  to  the  polecats,  but  I  am 
coming  down  for  trout.] 


Mr.  Howlett,  in  "  that  well  read  paper  "  the  Man  of 
the  World,  a&ya  :  "Some  labourers  were  carting  away  a 
manure  heap  near  the  river  (the  Lark)  when  they  came 
upon  a  bundle  of  snakes  all  coiled  round  in  a  heap  in  the 
nianure.  At  first  they  thought  they  were  dead,  as  they 
did  not  move ;  but  when  placed  near  the  fire  they  soon  got 
lively.  I  have  fraquently  seen  a  similar  occurrence  when 
manure  heaps  have  been  removed  in  the  fen  district. 
Everyone  seems  to  have  a  great  horror  of  snakes,  and,  of 
course,  the  first  thing  they  do  when  one  is  found  is  to  jam 
it  UD  almost  to  a  pulp  for  fear  it  should  sting  somebody." 

[Quite  right,  William.  I  never  cuddle  snakes.  I  never 
"loved  a  dear  gazelle,"  much  less  snakes  !1 


Large  quantities  of  grey  mullet  are  being  taken  off 
Dover. 


At  Hastings  small  "flats  "  are  fairly  numerous. 
 >  »»»  <  

On  April  25  Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin  will  deliver  a  lecture  on 
"  Baits  and  Sea  Fishing."  As  it  will  be  illustrated  with 
all  and  every  bait,  rod,  reel,  and  line,  and  as  the  lecturer 
is  recognised  as  being  an  expert  sea  angler,  there  will, 
doubtless,  be  a  large  attendance.  A  smoking  cDncert  will 
follow  the  lecture. 

 >»»■*<  

In  answer  to  several  iiquiries  as  to  fishing  from  piers 
beicg  allowed  on  Sundays,  the  following  information  has 
been  obtained : 

Broadstairs. — "  Fishing  is  not  allowed  from  the  pier  on 
Sundays."— S.  Holbouen,  Harbour  Master. 

Barmouth. — "All  sea  fishing  is  free,  according  to  the 
Sea  Fisheries  Board  regulations,  but  ?io  fishing  is 
allowed  on  Sunday,  nor  boating." — John  Lewis, 
Harbour  Master. 

Bangor. — "  Fishing  is  not  allowed  from  the  pier  on 
Sundays;  but  by  tak'ug  a  small  boat  angling  maybe 
indulged  in  to  your  heart's  content.  Fish  are  much 
more  plentiful  out  there  than  about  the  pier." — Wm. 
Owen,  Pier  Master. 

Deal. — Fishing  i.s  allowed  on  Sundays  from  the  pier." — 
John  B.  Lawbence 

Hastings.—"  Fishing  is  allowed  from  Hastings  Pier  free, 
btit  only  from  the  landing-stages.  From  St.  Leonard's 
Pier  free,  but  only  from  the  landing-stages.  Any- 
where from  top  deck  3d.  extra." — H.  Dowsett. 

Heme  JSai/.—"  Angling  is  allowed  from  the  Pier  on 
Sundays." — H.  C.  Jones. 

Neirhaven. — "I  have  no  objection  to  angling  from  our 
East  Pier  and  Breakwater  on  Sundays  provided 
anglers  obtain  a  written  permission  from  me  to  fish." 
—William  Morris,  Harbour  Master. 

Ra/nsyate. — "  Fishing  is  allowed  from  Ramsgate  piers  on 
Sundays." — W.  E.  Laker. 

Bouthend  on-Sea. — "  Fishing  /s  allowed  from  the  pier  on 
Sundays  subject  to  certain  conditions."— F.  Edwarh 
Kemp,  Pier  Master. 


How  seldom  do  we  recognise  the  cipabilities  and 
tilents  that  lie  hidden  in  the  people  we  meet.  Hitherto 
I  had  regarded  Mrs.  Marlow  only  as  the  estimable  wife  of 
Mr.  Fred.  Marlow,  the  proprietor  of  one  of  the  prettiest 
provincial  theatres  in  England,  the  Empire  at  Southend- 
on-Sea  (the  Empire-or  Frederick  iahis  local  name).  But 
this  week  Mrs.  Marlow  is  delighting  crowded  audiences  at 
that  theatre  by  her  talented  impersDnation  of  Jo  in 
"  Bleak  House,"  the  part  created  by  Miss  Jennie  Lee.  I 
heartily  congratulate  you,  madam,  both  on  yourtalentand 
your  well-deserved  success,  and  I  am  sure  my  readers  who 
are  in  Southend  for  blaster  will  be  only  too  pleased  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  treat  you  and  your  good  husband 
have  provided  fo  them. 


The  April  tumber  of  Thames  .{nyling  A^eir.^isto  hind, 
and  contains  many  interesting  items  concerning  the  dear 
old  river.  Mr.  Wheeley,  in  giving  advica  on  Thames 
troujing,  says:  "Let  noe  add  a  strong  reminder  that 
trailing  is  illegal  in  the  Thames,  and  also  to  say  that  some 
trout  fishers  come  perilously  near  breaking  the  law  by  the 
way  they  go  to  work.    The  Thames  Fishery  bye-law 


states  :  '  No  person  shall  allow  any  rod  and  line,  or  line  to 
which  any  bait  or  hook,  natural  or  artificial,  is  attached, 
to  be  drawn  or  trailed  from  tnj  vessel  on  the  river 
Thames.'  Should  the  angler  or  his  attendant  'work' 
a  fish  by  propelling  the  boat  or  punt,  however  tlowly,  up,  i 
or  across,  or  down  stream,  and  by  such  molijn  of  the  boat  | 
impart  any  action  to  the  bait,  the  said  action  (as  I  under- 
stand the  bye-law)  constitutes  trailing.  Drop  a  weight,  or 
put  in  a  rye-peck,  and  impart  motion  to  the  bait  by  rod- 
action  only,  the  thocght  of  trailing  oinnot  then  be 
eotertaired.  It  is  wonderful  what  a  long  sweep  of  bait 
can  be  obtained  by  shifting  the  rod  from  one  side  of  a 
fixed  punt  to  the  other." 



An  article,  specially  written  for  the  T.A.i^.  by  Mt 
H.  A.  Rolt,  entitled  "  The  Artistic  Roach  Fijher,"  is  fnl 
of  useful  information.  The  same  writer  concludes  h' 
article  on  "  Ledgering."  Altogether,  the  April  numbsr 
very  interesting. 

As  a  pleasant  break  in  the  dead  season  the  Uxbrida 
Rovers  met  at  dinner  last  week,  and  according  to  tfi 
report  forwarded  passed  a  very  enjoyable  evening 
Among  the  guests  were  a  strong  contingent  of  anglers  froB 
Hanwell,  who,  owing  to  the  distance  they  had  to  traver^ 
to  reach  their  homes,  were  compelled  to  leave  early.  No 
the  least  interesting  incident  of  the  evening  was  the  ver; 
kindly  reference  made  by  Mr.  H.  Payne,  who  occupie 
the  chair,  to  the  splendid  part  played  in  the  defence  c, 
Ladysmith  by  the  son  of  Mr.  Pearce,  one  of  the  oldest  an^ 
most  respected  members  of  the  society.  There  wer 
numerous  prize  winners  who  were  warmly  appliuded.  Il 
is  satisfactory  to  learn  that  the  society  is  in  a  verj 
flourishing  state,  both  as  to  members  and  funds,  and  thall 
it  is  well  supported  all  round  the  neighbourhood.  Taking* 
everything  into  consideration,  I  do  not  think  the  members 
will  disagree  with  me  if  I  say  that  the  1 'xbridge  society  is 
flourishable. 


^  Every  Londoner  must  have  noticed  that  not  only  the 
■'  iron  tooth  of  time,"  but  the  house-breaker,  not  of  the 
Bill  Sykes  type,  is  playing  sad  havoc  with  old  London. 
Hasten,  therefore,  ye  of  antiquarian  tastes,  to  secure  such 
pictorial  memorials  of  picturesque  London  as  are  still 
available.  The  Architectural  Revicir  for  this  month  has 
a  splendid  drawing  of  old  Wych-street,  and  a  number  of 
other  pictures  of  equal  merit  and  interest.  In  fact,  the 
nnmber  is,  as  usual,  brimful  of  literary  and  artistic  gems. 
The  article  on  the  work  of  Robert  Adam  gives  a  full  account 
of  a  man  who  deserves  to  be  much  better  known ; 
he  certainly  left  his  mark — and  a  good  mark,  too— on  our 
street  architecture.  Had  there  been  a  few  more  men  of 
the  type  of  Robert  Adam,  London  would  have  been 
redeemed  from  the  reproach  of  being  called  ugly. 

>  *  *  «  (  ■ 

"A  Veteran"  sends  the  following:  he  evidently 
knows  something  ab3ut  angling  : 

At  the  Sign  of  the  Lyre, 
The  soft  west  wind  with  gentle  breath 

Sighs  o'er  the  verdant  lea. 
While  from  the  wood  the  songster's  (rill 

IMakes  sweetest  melody. 
Across  the  meads  all  gemmed  with  dew 

The  angler  takes  his  way 
Until  he  gains  the  old  mill  pool 

And  seej  its  waters  play. 
With  dexterous  hand  he  sends  his  fly 

Out  on  the  swirling  race. 
And  with  joy  untold  he  brings  to  landj 

A  very  tiny  dace. 
A.11  through  the  day  he  fishea  hard. 

The  fish  refuse  to  rise. 
It  matters  not,  that  patient  man 

Is  very  good  at  telling  lies. 
When  evening  falls  he  makea  for  home, 

His  spirits  never  flag. 
To  one  and  all  he  says  the  same. 

He's  made  a  splendid  bag. 
A  brace  of  chnb,  some  roach  and  perch, 

And  twenty  bream  and  grayling  ; 
A  pike  or  two,  but  not  a  trout, 

"The  beggarj  were  all  "  tailing." 
As  time  goes  on  they  grow  apace 

In  a  manner  quite  surprising, 
Considering  the  fish  were  off. 
And  but  one  small  dace  was  rising. 

 >**■»<  

Evkbyone  in  Fleet  Street  was  pleased  last  week  to 
welcome  the  return  of  Mr.  David  Lowe,  known  to  all  the 
world,  and  everybody  else,  as  "  Uncle."  Although 
showing,  as  was  inevitable,  traces  of  his  recent  seyere 
illness,  he  was  as  "  chirpy  "  as  ever,  and  we  all  hope  that 
he  may  soon  be  restored  to  that  robust  good  health  he  has 
enjoyed  for  so  many  years.  "  Uncle's  "  kindness  of  heart 
has  earned  for  him  the  respect  and  affection  of  us  all,  and 
an  unique  privilege  that  many  Fleet  Streeters  would  liko 
to  share  with  him  ;  but,  there,  I  must  not  give  my  old 
friend  away.  Not  to  know  and  love  "  Uncle  David  "  ia 
to  be  unknown  to  everyone  else  in  the  Rue  de  Fleet. 


A  MONosT  the  many  clubs  and  associations  of  which  I  am 
a  member  is  the  C.C.C.S.,  called  for  short  the  Central 
Criminal  Court  Society ;  and  a  very  jolly  society  it  is.  I 
have  never  been  a  central  criminal  myself,  hut  I  joined  this 
society  of  lawyers  beoauee  I  know  what  good  boys  the 
members  are.  They  are  having  their  annual  dinner  at  the 
Holborn  Itestaurnnt  on  April  24.  Lord  Coleridge  will 
take  the  chair,  and  there  will  be  "  a  feast  of  reason  and  a 
flow  of  soul."  Dkaunet. 


April  14,  1900] 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
These  wae  a  great  dearth  of  angling  news  of  a  satis- 
factory  character  at  Monday's  meeting,  bnt  when  it  is 
stated  that  the  ever  genial  vice-president,  Mr.  Horace  H. 
Brown,  was  in  the  chair  it  will  be  at  once  apparent  that 
the  proceedings  were  fnll  of  interest,  and  not  without  a 
considerable  amount  of  life  and  go.  From  the  Kennet, 
from  the  Colne,  from  the  Lambourne,  and  sundry  private 
waters  came  the  same  tale  of  cold  winds,  fish  quiescent, 
and  sport  nil.  One  member,  indeed,  on  Saturday  had  a 
sample  of  weather  crammed  into  a  few  hours  which  it  would 
be  difficult  to  better  at  this  time  of  year.  First  there  was 
a  deluge  of  rain,   then   hail,  afterwards  snow,  and 

i  a  strong  nor'  easter  blowing  the  while.  Easterly 
and  northerly  winds  have  been  prevalent  off  and 
on— certainly  more  "on"  than  "off"  during  the 
last  six  weeks,  and  no  wonder  is  it  that  trout  refuse 
to  move  at  either  the  dry  or  wet  fly.  It  was  left  to 
the  chairman  to  record  the  sole  capture  of  a  sizeable  fish. 
Notwithstanding  the  biting  wind,  he  took,  on  Saturday,  a 
trout  of  lib.  8oz.  at  Uxbridge,  but  as  it  was  not  in  tip-top 

I  condition  he  returned  it  to  the  water  to  increase  in  stature 
if  not  in  wisdom.  A  chat  took  place  as  to  the  best  kind  of 
running  line  to  use  for  wet-fly  fisbiog,  and  the  general  view 
seemed  to  be  that  either  a  dead  level  or  a  line  very  slightly 
tapered  was  preferable.  A  tip  was  given  by  Dr.  C.  _S. 
Patterson  as  to  the  best  means  of  preserving  flies 
in  all  their  pristine  beauty  for  examination.  A  glass 
tabe  was  used,  and  this  was  fiUed  with  formalin 
and  water  in  the  proportion  of  one  of  the  former 
to  forty  of  the  latter.  The  fly,  when  caught,  was 
transferred  to  the  mixture  with  tweezers,  and  the  tube 
corked.  In  a  short  time  the  fly  became  quite  hard,  the 
legs  and  wings  standing  out  quite  naturally.  What  was 
even  more  to  the  point,  the  colours  were  preserved  for 
some  days.  There  will  be  no  meeting  on  the  16th  inst., 
that  day  being  Easter  Monday ;  but  members  may  be 
again  reminded  that  on  Monday,  the  23rd  inst.,  the  silver 
onps  won  during  1899  will  be  presented  to  the  successful 
competitors.  A  most  important  and  interesting  announce- 
ment will  also  be  made  by  the  committee  with  regard  to 
the  partial  resuojption  of  prize  competitions.  The  subject 
has  been  most  carefully  considered  in  all  its  bearings,  and 
a  statement  has  been  elaborated  daaliag  with  the  various 
prizes  it  is  snggested  should  be  offered  in  the  course  of 

I   the  present  year  of  grace.  M.  Q.  E.  de  C. 


EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in  addition 
to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Thursday,  Friday,  or 
Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  tickets  to  the  East  Coast 
and  the  Korfolk  Broads  districts  (Yarmouth,  Lowestoft, 
Cromer,  Mundesley,  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton,  Walton- 
on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh, 
Sonthwold,  Hunstanton,  &c.),  which  are  issued  from 
Liverpool-street  and  their  other  London  and  suburban 
stations,  there  will  be  special  excursion  bookings  on 
Thursday,  April  12,  from  London  (Liverpool-street  and 
suburban  stations)  to  most  of  the  above  stations ;  also  to 
Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham,  and  the 
other  principal  stations  in  the  eastern  counties ;  and  by 
the  Cathedral  route  to  Spalding,  Lincoln,  Doncaster, 
York,  Leeds,  Manchester,  Scarborough,  Darlington,  New- 
castle, Berwick,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  &o.  ;  and  to 
Chesterfield  and  Edwinstowe  (for  the  Dukeries).  Cheap 
Saturday  to  Monday  tickets  are  issued  to  most  Great 
Eastern  country  stations.  Tickets  (ordinary  excursion, 
&c.}  can  be  obtained  in  advance  at  Liverpool-street 
Station ;  at  the  Great  Eastern  American  Rendezvous, 
2,  Cocbspur-street,  S.W. ;  and  at  the  company's  various 
City,  West  End,  and  other  booking  offices.  On  Thursday, 
April  12,  in  addition  to  relieving  trains,  special  trains  will 
be  run  from  Liverpool- street  at  8.30  a.m.,  4.5  p.m.,  and 
7.12  p.m.  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft, 
&c.  The  4  5  p.m.  will  also  run  to  Clacton-on-Sea  and 
Walton-on-Naze,  and  the  7.12  p.m.  to  Felixstowe.  There 
will  be  an  express  supper  car  train  at  12.3  midnight  to 
Clacton,  calling  at  Chelmsford  and  Colchester  en  route. 
On  Good  Friday  there  will  be  special  trains  from  Liver- 
pool-street, at  5.8  a.m.  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  &c.  ;  and 
at  8.00  a.m.  to  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  iLowestoft,  &C.  On 
Saturday,  April  14,  for  the  accommodation  of  persona 
detained  at  business  until  late  in  the  evening,  special  mid- 
night trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.20  for 
Norwich,  via  Cambridge ;  and  at  12.25  for  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  inter- 
mediate stations  ;  the  12.3  supper  car  express  to  Chelms- 
ford, Colchester,  and  Clacton  will  run  as  usual.  On  Easter 
Monday  special  excursion  trains  will  run  from  St.  Pancras 
to  Cambridge,  Elv,  Yarmouth,  and  Cromer;  and  from 
Liverpool-street,  <ec.,  to  Sonthend-on-Sea,  Bumham-on- 
Crouch,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Hertford, 
Cambridge,  and  Ely.  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to 
Epping  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House.  A  special 
service  of  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street,  Fen- 
church-street,  and  Gospel  Oak  to  Epping  Forest;  and 
from  Liverpool-street  to  Rye  House.  On  Tuesday, 
April  17,  several  of  the  usual  up  Monday  only  expresses 
(including  the  7  a.m.  restaurant  car  train  from  Cromer) 
will  be  run.  Restaurant  cars  will  also  run  on  the  7.40  a.m. 
train  from  Clacton. 

Restaurant  cars  are  now  nm  every  week-day  on  the 
trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.66  p.m.  for  Norwich 
and  Cromer,  and  at  5  p.m.  for  Yarmouth ;  and  on  the 
op  trains  leaving  Oromer  at  8  a.m.,  and  Yarmouth  at 


8.20  a.m. ;  also  on  Saturdays  on  the  1.30  p.m.  express 
from  Liverpool-street  to  Norwich  and  Cromer. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND    CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  day  excarsions  will  be  run  on  Good  Friday  and 
Easter  Monday  from  Charing  Cross,  Waterloo,  Cannon 
Street,  London  Bridge,  and  New  Cross,  to  Tnnbridge 
Wells,  Hastings,  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal,  Walmer, 
Ramagate,  Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover, 
and  Gravesend.  Cheap  day  tickets,  available  by  certain 
trains,  will  also  be  issued  to  Aldershot  on  Bank  Holiday 
from  Charing  Cross,  Cannon  Street,  and  London  Bridge 
stations,  but  not  from  New  Cross.  Cheap  day  excursions 
will  also  be  run  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday  from 
Victoria,  Holborn  and  St.  Paul's  to  Canterbury,  Deal, 
Dover,  Gravesend,  Heme  Bay,  Margate,  Kamsgate, 
Sheemess,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Walmer,  and  Whitstable. 
Also  from  Victoria  (Chatham  and  Dover)  only, 
to  Tunbridge  Wells  and  Hastings.  On  Bank  Holiday 
frequent  special  and  ordinary  trains  will  run  to 
and  from  Victoria,  Holborn,  Ludgate  Hill,  St. 
Paul's,  and  intermediate  stations  and  the  Crystal 
Palace  (high  level).  Return  fare.  Is.  6d.  third  class, 
including  admission.  The  Continental  excursions  are  as 
follows;  A  cheap  exctirsion  to  Boulogne  from  Charing 
Cross  and  Cannon-street  at  2.45  p.m.  on  Saturday, 
April  14.  Returning  at  7.40  p.m.  on  Bank  Holiday. 
Cheap  return  tickets  to  Boulogne  will  be  issued  at  Charing 
Cross  and  Cannon-street  on  April  12  and  13,  available 
until  April  18  and  by  certain  services  only.  On  Bank 
Holiday  a  special  day  excursion  will  be  run  to  Boulogne, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  10  a.m.  Cheap  tickets  to  Paris 
will  be  issued  on  Thursday,  April  12,  leaving  Charing 
Cross  and  Cannon-street  at  9  a.m.,  also  10  a.m.  from 
Charing  Cross  only.  From  April  11  to  14  inclusive,  cheap 
tickets,  available  for  fourteen  days,  will  be  issued  to  Paris 
from  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street  Stations  by  2.45 
p.m.  and  9  p.m.  services  only.  On  Bank  Holiday  a  cheap 
day  excursion  will  be  run  to  Calais,  leaving  Charing  Cross 
and  Cannon-street  at  9  a.m.  Cheap  six-day  tickets  will  be 
issued  to  Calais  on  April  12  and  13.  Also  Saturday 
to  Monday  tickets  on  April  14.  Cheap  tickets  to 
Brussels  will  be  issued  from  Charing  Cross,  Victoria, 
Cannon-street,  Holborn,  and  St.  Paul's  from  April  11 
to  16  inclusive,  available  for  eight  days.  Special  cheap 
eight-day  return  tickets  to  Amsterdam,  Amheim,  The 
Hague,  Rotterdam,  and  Utrecht,  via  Queenboro'  and 
Flushing,  will  be  issued  from  April  11  to  16  inclusive, 
leaving  Victoria,  Holborn,  St.  Paul's,  and  Heme  Hill  at 
8.25  a.m.  Cheap  seventeen-day  return  tickets  will  be 
issued  to  Flushing  on  April  13  and  14,  leaving  Victoria 
and  Holborn  at  8.26  a.m.  Cheap  eight-day  return  tickets 
to  Ostend,  available  by  certain  services  from  Charing 
Cross,  Victoria,  Cannon-street,  Holborn,  and  St.  Paul's, 
wiU  be  issued  from  April  11  to  16. 


ilofcs  from  tf)e  ^otrf^. 

Salmon  angling  has  got  a  fresh  impetus.  The  rivers  are 
big  with  melted  snows — the  accumulations  of  no  less  than 
eleven  storms,  as  noted  by  the  meteorological  observer  at 
the  Aberdeen  station  in  the  Duthie  Park  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Dee.  Big  waters  will  now  be  the  order  of  the  day  well 
into  the  merry  month.  ______ 

Two  nice  fish  were  grassed  on  the  Balmoral  waters  last 
week  by  McLean  and  Donald  Stewart,  and  duly  despatched 
to  the  Qaeen  at  Dublin  Castle.  This  is  always  the  case 
with  the  first  fruits  of  the  season  from  the  river,  as  also 
with  the  first  grouse  from  the  moors. 

Mr.  Adam,  of  the  Aberdeen  Salmon  Company,  and 
the  father  of  salmon  fishers  in  the  north,  went  over  to  the 
majority  last  week  at  the  long  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
As  manager  of  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  fishings  he 
probably  has  passed  more  salmon  through  his  hands  in  hia 
day  thaji  any  other  of  his  generation.  Mr.  Adam  was 
regarded  as  the  leading  authority  on  artificial  propaga- 
tion in 'the  north.  He  had  studied  salmon  hatching  for 
many  years,  and  one  of  the  fruits  of  his  work  was  the 
exhibition,  some  years  ago  at  Norwich  Exhibition,  of  a 
model  hatchery  in  full  working  order.  It  was  one  of  the 
sights  of  the  exhibition  to  see  the  development  of  the 
salmon  all  through  its  various  stages. 

The  Misses  Saunders,  on  the  Altries  water  of  the  Dee, 
have  up  to  date  creeled  a  couple  of  fish  each ;  while  Miss 
Fortescue,  of  Kingcanssie,  has,  along  with  her  keeper, 
landed  the  better  part  of  thirty  fish. 

The  Kinneskie  Dee  water  will  be  a  fine  chance  for  any- 
one anxious  for  a  go  at  the  salmon  after  May  15.  Mr. 
James  Berry,  Banchory,  has  the  disposal  of  it,  and  sport 
is  a  dead  certainty  in  this  spring  of  big  waters. 

Should  the  Duke  of  York  come  north  just  now  he  is 
certain  of  good  sport  in  the  Balmoral  reaches,  where 
seventeen  fish  were  grassed  on  an  adjoining  beat  last  week. 

Lord  Kennedy  had  a  fish  of  81b.  on  Monaltrie  water, 
and  Mr.  Page,  three,  one  day  last  week,  as  their  first  "  off 
go  "  on  that  part  of  the  Dee  this  season. 


Mr.  H.  T.  Lumsden,  the  young  laird  of  Balmedie,  will, 
on  the  16th  of  thie  month,  be  the  recipient  at  his  quarters 


in  Gibraltar,  where  he  is  stationed  with  his  regiment,  the 
2nd  Queen's  Cameron  Highlanders,  of  handsome  gifts 
from  his  tenantry  and  friends  on  the  occasion  of  hia  coming 
of  age.  The  travelling  dressing  case  and  elegant  cigar 
case  are  works  of  art  Vjy  Messrs.  Drew  and  Sons,  London. 
Mr.  Lumsden  is  a  well-known  salmon  angler,  and,  for  his 
years,  has  already  made  a  good  record  on  the  Dee  and  Don. 

Several  fine  fish  were  creeled  on  the  Don  last  week  by 
anglers  from  the  Ilanghton  Arms  Hotel.  It  is  many  years 
since  fish  were  killed  so  far  up  thus  early  in  the  season, 
but  weeks  ago  we  predicted  a  spring  season  on  the  Don. 
Strange  to  «ay  that  no  fish  have  been  found  on  the  many 
miles  of  good  salmon  water  below. 

There  has  been  a  decided  dearth  of  salmon  anglers  in 
the  north  this  spring.  Not  one  rod  is  to  be  seen  where 
six  have  been  known  to  be  at  work  in  former  years.  That 
this  is  the  effect  of  the  war  goes  without  saying.  AU  the 
best  waters  are  being  covered,  but  many  reaches  have  not 
found  tenants,  and  there  is  literally  no  crush  git  the 
several  hotel  fisheries.  ____ 

If  this  is  the  case  with  the  Dee  less  favoured  rivers 
must  be  ten  times  worse  off  for  anglers,  and  the  look-out 
must  be  blue  enough  in  all  conscience  for  proprietors  and 
lessees  with  waters  on  spec.  It  will  be  a  good  thing  if  it 
brings  the  rents  down,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  will 
give  lots  of  folks  a  chance  of  a  cast  who  could  not  other- 
wise do  so  for  love  or  the  money  they  were  able  to  give 

Fish  are  plentiful,  the  waters  getting  into  splendid 
trim,  and  all  over  the  north,  both  as  regards  salmon  and 
trout  angling,  the  prospects  have  not  been  so  bright  for 
years.  Special  Scotch. 


(provincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last,  April  5,  at  the  head- 
quarters. Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  R.  Holding 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  ineeting,  as  usual,  was  weU 
attended.  The  business  was  opened  by  Messrs.  Bagley 
and  Foster,  who  gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit  to  the 
Smethwick  Borough  Society,  held  at  the  Cattle  Inn,  Fawdry- 
street,  Smethwick,  near  Birmingham,  who  had  made 
an  application  to  join  the  Birmingham  and  Provincial 
Associations.  The  report  went  to  show  that  the  club  had 
thirty-five  fully  paid  up  members,  and  that  it  was  properly 
constituted,  and  situated  in  a  district  where  a  club  was 
needed  and  likely  to  flourish.  The  report  was  received 
and  adopted,  and  the  club  was  duly  accepted.  The 
balanoe-aheet  and  auditors'  report  for  the  quarter  ending 
March  30  was  next  taken.  The  report  went  to  show  that 
something  like_  £16  profit  had  been  made  on  the 
quarter's  working  after  all  the  expenses  had  been 
defrayed.  The  report  and  balance-sheet  was  received  and 
adopted,  it  being  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  sheets  that 
has  been  submitted  for  some  time  past.  A  new  bye-law 
was  introduced  and  passed  which  had  for  its  object  the 
governing  of  new  clubs  relating  to  the  admission  of  new 
members.  For  some  time  past  several  of  the  newly 
formed  clubs,  after  being  accepted  into  the  association, 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  a  number  of  members 
from  other  societies,  but  to  avoid  this  it  has  been  agreed  by 
the  committee  to  make  a  rule  to  the  effect  that  no  new 
clubs  be  allowed  to  take  members  from  any  of  the  already 
established  clubs  for  two  years.  Although  a  resolution 
has  been  passed  by  the  Birmingham  Association  to  the 
effect  that  no  new  club  shall  be  admitted  during  the 
ensoing  twelve  months  it  does  not  deter  new-  clubs  being 
formed,  as  I  hear  that  several  new  clubs  are  already 
formed,  with  the  hope  that  some  day  they  may  join  the 
association  and  enjoy  the  privileges.  A  new  society  is 
being  formed  at  the  Aston  Liberal  Club.  This  society 
has  some  very  influential  members,  and  as  it  is  situated 
out&ide  Birmingham,  the  club  wiU  be  admitted  in  the  near 
future.  Several  deputations  have  been  sent  out  by  the 
clubs  to  look  for  fresh  waters  for  theii  members,  and  in 
some  instances  success  has  rewarded  the  efforts  of  the 
gentlemen  who  have  been  appointed.  A  small  deputation 
of  the  Highgate  Society  went  out  last  week  and  were 
successful  in  securing  a  nice  stretch  of  the  Trent,  close  to 
Rngeley;  and  the  Vine  Unity  have  also  secured  a  nice 
stretch  of  the  same  river  near  to  King's  Bromley. 
Several  portions  of  canal  water  have  also  been  secured  by 
some  of  the  small  clubs  ;  and  I  hear  that  there  are  portions 
of  the  Stratford  and  Warwick  canals  that  may  be  rented ; 
but  those  who  rent  these  waters  vrill  only  be  allowed  to 
have  part  of  the  rights  of  fishing,  and  the  landowners  will 
have  the  other  part  of  the  rights,  &o.  Bnt  if  any  of  the 
clubs  wish  to  rent  any  parts  of  the  canals  mentioned  they 
may  secure  the  whole  of  the  rights  by  taking  the  vrater 
from  the  Canal  Company  and  the  landowners  combined. 
A  large  number  of  excursion  trains  will  run  into  Birming- 
ham during  the  holidays,  and  I  would  advise  those  who 
are  anglers  or  those  who  take  an  interest  in  angling  not  to 
miss  paying  a  visit  to  Bingley  Hall  to  see  the  Trades 
Exhibition  and  the  grand  display  of  specimen  fish 
exhibited  by  the  members  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association*  The  show  is  worth  coming  many  miles  to 
see,  and  no  one  visiting  Birmingham  should  miss  seeing 
one  of  the  b  st  shows  of  fish  that  has  ever  been  got 
together  outside  London.  Angling  is  very  quiet  just  at 
present,  but  a  large  number  of  our  members  will  be  out 
on  the  Severn  trout  fishing  during  the  holidays, 
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BROWN'S  PHANTOM 
MINNOWS 


CAUTION. 

None  GenuiDe 
unless 
stamped  W.  B.  on 
the  Spinner. 


NOTICE. 

The  many  secrets 
connected  with  the 
making  and  painting 
of  Brown' 8  Phantoms 
have  been  carefully 
preserved,  and  anglers 
shonld  see  that  they 
get  the  genuine 
article. 


FITTED 

with 
GEEN'S 

Patent 
SWIVEL 


'•  The  very  best  artificial  bait  ever  yet  invented." 


More  Salmon 
have  been  killed 

with 
BROWN'S 
PHANTOM 
MINNOW 
than  with  any  other 
Bait  now  in  use. 


"  It  goes  without  Baying  that  Brown's  Phantom  will  kill  any- 
where, and  in  highly  coloured  and  nearly  dirty  water  -t  is  the  best 
bait  of  all." — Shooting  and  Salmon  Fishing,  by  A.  Gbimblb. 


Prices  are:  Trout  sizes,  23.;  Salmon  sizes,  2s.  6d.,  Ss.,  3s.  Sd.  eacli. 


SALMON 
FLIES, 
LOCH 
FLIES, 
TROUT 
FLIES. 


"One  of  the  hotel-keepers  on  the  Loch  side,  most  experienced  iu 
the  fishing,  once  remarked  that  every  new  bait  brought  out  within 
the  last  thirty  years  had  been  bronght  to  Loch  Tay  and  tried;  but 
that  to  this  day,  every  angler,  when  he  has  gone  through  his 
experiences  with  them,  falls  back  upon  Brown's  Phantom,  which 
proves  that  all  the  other  varieties  which  theflsh  get  an  offer  of  have 
an  existence  of  but  a  day,  in  short,  are  quite  ephemeral  in  their 
popularity.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
salmon  taken  from  Loch  Tay  between  the  commencement  and  the 
finish  of  the  season  are  taken  with  Brown's  Phantom." — "Mac," 
in  the  Angler,  January,  1897. 


RODS, 
REELS. 

LINES, 
BASKETS, 
LANDING 

NETS. 


dife'cftoWm.  BROWN  &  Co.,  64,  George  St.,  ABERDEEN. 


Telegrams :  Phantom— Aberdeen. 


■Write  for  Frice  Iiist. 
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HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


RODS,  PLIES,   BROGUES,  STOCKINGS, 
WADERS,  GARMENTS, 

AND  EVERY  REftUISITE  FOR  THE  ANGLER. 

We  have  ready  a  large  stock  of  "  TYNE3IDE,"  "  WANSBECK,"  and  other  Rods. 
A^ny  orders  received  will  be  carefully  attended  to.  We  can  ensure  our  oastomers  every 
satififaction,  a  testimonial  havinij  been  received  with  almost  every  rod  sent  out. 

A  copy  of  our  "ANGLER'S  GUIDE"  and  lUustrated  list  of  Rods  and  every 
A.ngling  requisite  will  be  forwarded  to  any  angler  on  receipt  of  threepence  to  cover  poitage. 

OUR  "SPECIAL"  TROUT  FLY  RODS. 

THE  "TYNESIDE." 

In  three  jjints,  Greenhaart  throughout,  with  balanced  handle,  bronzed  winch  fittings 
and  ferrules,  button,  ringed,  brazed,  and  tenoned,  and  handsomely  finished 
partition  bag,  complete — 


No.  £  8. 

1-2  9ft.  or  10ft   0  7 

3  lift   0  8 

4  _   12ft._   0  9 

Fitted  with  rust-proof  steel  snake  rings  at  Is.  each  extra. 

Double  brazed,  with  superior  fittings  and  finish — 


5  9ft.,  one  top 

6  9ft.,  two  tops 

7  10ft.    „  „ 

8  lift.     „  „ 

9  12ft  

Snake  rings.  Is.  6d.  extra. 


0  10 

  0  11 

  0  12 

  0  12 

  0  13 

In  four  joints.  Is.  6d.  extra. 


Dear  Sir, — Your  rod  has  been  so  thoroughly  satisfactory  that  I  am  glad  to  recommend  to  my 
friends  what  I  know  to  he  a  trustworthy  piece  of  work. — E.  H. 


THE  "WANSBECK"  TROUT  ROD. 

In  two  joints,  Gresnheart  throughout,  with  balanced  handle,  bronzed  winch  fittings  and 
ferrules,  wood  button,  ringed,  brazed,  and  tenoned,  handsomely  finished  in  natural 
polish,  or  with  rosewood  stained  butt,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 

1230-1-2-3-4  8ft.,8Jft.,9ft.,  9Jft.,orl0ft   0  10  6 

1235-6-7-8      lOJft.,  lift,  lljft.,  or  12ft   0  12  6 

Snake  rings  Is.  extra. 
For  those^  who  want  a  good  serviceable  2-piece  rod  at  a  moderate  cost  this  will  be 
^'ound  everything  that  can  be  desired ;  the  action  and  finish  is  superior  to  many  higher 
priced  rods. 

Ditto  double  brazed,  two  tops — 

1239-1140-1   8ft.,  8ift.,  or  9ft   0  12  6 

1242-3-4       9ift.,  10ft.,  or  lOJft   014  6 

1246-6-7       lift.,  lljft.,  or  12ft   0  17  6 

Snake  rings.  Is.  6d.  extra. 
Dear  Sir,— I  consider  the  rod  you  supplied  me  with  excellent  value.— 0.  T.  T. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  greatly  pleased  with  the  2-piece  greenheart  trout  rod  which  you  built  specisjly 
for  me  last  month,  and  am  surprised  that  at  such  a  very  moderate  price  so  good  a  rod  can  be  produced . 
You  Dave  made  me  exactly  what  I  asked  for,  and  the  way  the  rod  puts  a  fly  is  quits  a  treat. 

— M.  S.  0. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Wansbeck"  Bod  a  perfect  dream;  throws  a  good  fly;  kills  a  good  flsh;  just  what 
I  wanted.— F.  P. 

The  Fithing  Gazette,  March  23,  1895,  says:  "  The  '  Wansbeck'  (Sft.),  at  lOa.  6d.,  two  joints,  ■  a 
trout  rod  which  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated." 


Double- 


Our  Special  *  COQUETDALE 
Handed   Fly  Rods. 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed,  vrith  two  tops,  bronzed  winch 
fittings  and  ferrules,  ringed,  and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 
No.  £   8.  d. 

40  13ft.    0  16  6 

41  14ft   0  18  6 

42  15ft     10  0 

Extracts  from  Press  ITotices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895. 

"We  also  liked  several  other  patterns  of  rods,  especially  a  'Cequetdale'  fourteen-footer 
this  rod  came  to  the  hand  very  readily,  had  sharp  recovery,  and  discovered  great  power." — Angler 
"  The  '  Ooquetdale '  double-handed  grilse  rods  are  high-class  weapons." — Lmtd  and  Water. 
"  The  '  Ooqaetdols '  is  an  especially  good  pattern."— Aod  and  Gun. 


OurSpecial  "  TYNESIDE  "  Salmon  Rods. 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  two  tops,  &0.,  similar 
to  our  "  Tyneside  "  Trout  Rods,  in  partition  bag,  complete- 
No.  £  «.  d. 

43  16ft.      ...    15  6 

44  17ft.      ...    ...        1  10  0 

45  18ft   1  15  0 

46  19ft   2   0  0 

47  20ft   2   5  0 

Dear  Sir, — The  rod  I  purchased  of  you  in  July  last  was  in  use  throughout  our  holiday,  and 
we  were  entirely  saUsfled  with  it;  not  only  did  I  flnd  it  a  capital  rod,  but  My  flsherman  was 
delighted  with  it. 

It  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  Successful  throughout  a  month's  hard  and 
constant  use  in  Norway,  and  I  had  greater  success  in  very  dlCBoult  water,  and  with  trying  winds, 
than  with  any  other  rotl  I  have  used.  — 0,  H.  O. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


April  14,  1900] 
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FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  is  very  little  to  report  from  the  Lincolnshire 
district  this  week,  the  weather  being  too  cold  for  successful 

:  trout  fishing.  An  increased  number  of  rods  have,  how- 
ever, been  at  work,  the  majority  using  the  bottom  tackle. 
The  maggot  and  worm  have  both  accounted  for  a  few 
brace,  but  ganeraJly  speaking  the  sport  has  been  very  poor 
indeed.   As  for  fly  fishing,  this  can  scarcely  be  said  to 

.  have  commenced,  and  with  the  wind  in  its  present  quarter 
there  seems  to  be  no  immediate  prospect  of  warmer 
weather.  Should  this  set  in,  good  sport  should  be  obtained 
during  the  Easter  holidays,  for  the  waters  are  now  in  the 
very  pink  of  condition.  On  Monday  night,  when  these 
notes  were  dispatched,  there  was  every  indication  of  a 
further  fall  of  rain.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  thia  will  be 
the  means  of  producing  a  more  genial  atmosphere. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
Very  little  has  been  done  on_  either  the  river  Hull  or  its 
tributaries  in  trout  fishing  during  the  past  week,  which  is 
chiefly  owing  to  the  frosty  weather  experienced  almost 
nightly,  although  during  mid-day  a  few  good  fish  are  on 
the  rise  in  various  parts,  and  insect  life  is  a  Uttle  more  in 
eridence  at  snch  times  ;  ao  that,  with  more  genial  weather, 
prospects  are  more  favourable,  for  both  the  river  and  most 
other  waters  are  in  very  fair  condition  for  either  fly  or  bait 
fishing.  A  few  brace  of  small  trout  have  been  taken  in  the 
Lincolnshire  waters  by  our  local  anglers,  but  none  of  any 
size  worth  recording  have  as  yet  been  met  with  in  any 
quarter ;  but  perhaps  the  best  fish  caught  during  the 
present  season  is  one  reported  to  have  been  taken  in  the 
river  Hull,  below  Beverley  Beokend ;  it  soiled  21b.  13oz. 
The  consignment  of  trout  promised  by  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  arrived  all  safe  on  Wednesday  last,  and 
were  snccessfolly  conveyed  and  turned  into  the  river  Hull  at 
Grovehill  by  a  committee  of  the  Hull  Preservation  Society. 
They  were  a  splendid  lot  of  fish,  measuring  from  7in. 
to  llin.  long  each,  and  should  be  a  great  adjunct  to  the 
lower  waters  of  the  river,  which  are  not  so  prolific  with 
trout  as  the  top  stretches  above  Hempholme.  The  frosty 
weather  appears  to  have  thrown  the  flounders  off  feed 
again,  for  very  few  have  been  taken  during  the  week.  A 
change  of  wind  and  a  few  copious  showers  of  rain  would 
do  a  power  of  good  for  this  class  of  anglin?,  also  for  bait 
fishing  in  the  lower  waters  for  trout.  The  Holderness 
drains  are  reported  in  very  fair  condition  at  present  for 
worm  fishing,  so  there  is  some  prospect  of  those  matches 
on  Easter  holidays  that  are  fished  at  Hedon  and  Patrington 
being  a  success.  A  few  codling  continue  to  be  tiken  at 
Paull,  and  fair  catches  are  also  reported  from  Killing- 
holme  tind  StaUingborough  on  the  Lincolnshire  side  of 
the  river  Humber,  mussels  being  the  lure,  so  there  is  also  a 
chance  of  our  codlirg  anglers  having  some  sport  during 
the  holidays.  The  fourth  annual  smoking  concert  of 
the  Osborne  Angling  Association  took  place  the  other 
evening  at  headquarters,  it  being  a  most  enthusiastic 
affair,  and  what  with  speeches,  songs,  and  recitations,  the 
evening  was  very  much  enjoyed,  and  at  the  conclusion 
a  nice  little  sum  was  subscribed  to  the  local  War 
Fund.  This  fund  also  benefited  to  the  amount  of 
£.3  5s.  9d.  by  a  smoking  concert  recently  held  at  the 
White  Horse  Hotel  by  a  joint  committee  of  the  Hull 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  and  tbe  Hull  Preservation  Society. 
The  Sandringham  Angling  Association  will  open  their 
season  on  the  river  Hull,  at  Weel  Ferry,  at  Easter ;  and 
I  the  Holderness  Angling  Society  at  Minto  Flatts,  on 
May  10 ;  whilst  the  Kingston  Angling  Society  and  the 
Stoneferry  Angling  Society  each  fish  a  match  on  the  river 
on  Saturday  next,  April  21,  the  former  at  Hull  Bridge, 
and  the  latter  at  Wawne.  At  the  April  council  meeting 
of  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  .Anglers' Associa- 
tion Mr.  Blythe  Kemp  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was 
a  good  at'  eiianceof  delegates  from  the  affiliated  societies. 
Several  fi  r  tier  applications  were  made  for  match  fixtures 
on  the  Holderness  drains,  and  granted,  and  an  informal 
meeting  arranged  to  take  place  at  the  Queen's  Hotel  on 
April  18  to  consider  the  revised  rules  and  propositions 
thereon. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
The  doings  of  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association 
leem  to  be  a  series  of  successes.  On  the  5th  inst.  the 
committee  held  its  usual  monthly  meeting.  It  happens 
to  be  the  first  quarterly,  at  which  it  is  customary  to 
receive  from  the  secretaiies  a  report,  which  in  this  case 
is  deeply  interesting  and  highly  satisfactory.  At  the 
meeting  under  notice  they  made  fifty-three  new  members, 
which,  coupled  with  those  already  admitted  in  1900,  makei 
a  total  of  110,  viz.,  ninety-seven  senior  and  thirteen  junior 
members,  and  applications  are  coming  in  daily.  The  total 
so  far  is  3 10— forty  in  excess  of  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year — and  everything  points  to  a  record  roll-call.  In 
finances  they  are  equally  strong,  having  a  substantial 
balance  to  their  credit  of  £70.  The  last  meeting  of  the 
Lune  Fishery  Board  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  T.  F. 
Fenwick.  It  was  decided  to  petition  the  newly- 
appointed  Boyal  Commission  on  Salmon  Fisheries  to 

I  take  evidence  regarding  pollution  of  rivers,  abstraction 
of  water,  and  excessive  netting.  A  special  sub- 
committee was  appointed  to  consider  the  question 
of  establishing  a  fish  hatchery.  Salmon  fishing  in  the 
Lune  must  be  a  bit  off  when  the  board  is  glad  to  receive 
any  reasonable  offer  for  general  licences.  Angling  in  tbis 
river  at  present  is  net  very  good.    Next  Thursday,  Prim- 

'  roae  Day,  the  St.  Helen's  Anglers  are  having  their  annual 
reunion,  an  event  always  popular,  as  friends  are  invited, 
and  the  ladies  generally  attend  in  goodly  Dumbers.  The 
St.  Helen's  blind  pianist  will  be  in  attendance,  always  a 
great  attraction  in  himself.  The  report  of  the  working  of 
the  first  quarter  of  the  Liverpool  City  Angling  Associa- 
tion is  highly  satiafactory.  During  the  close  season  they 
are,  of  conrse,  rather  quiet,  but  as  soon  as  June  arrives 
they  will  be  at  it  ding-dong.  The  Edgehill  A. A.  is  another 
body  of  qoiet  fiahermen  through  circamstancea,  but  they 


keep  "smoking."  The  Nelson  A.S.  have  completed  a 
successful  first  quarter.  Taken  all  round,  it  will  be  safe 
to  B%y  that  during  the  winter  things  are  livelier  in  Liver- 
pool than  they  are  just  at  present. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  amount  of  preparations  for  getting  away  during  the 
Easter  holidays  is  a  pleasing  bit  of  evidence  of  the  vitality 
of  our  men.  Judging  by  the  apathy  of  the  past  few  weeks 
one  was  getting  to  fear  that  angling  had  gone  out  alto- 
gether. One  thing  is  certain,  several  of  our  rods  are  off 
to  the  district  of  Llanymyneoh  for  Easter,  and  judging  by 
special  and  late  reports  of  the  oondiii  jn  of  the  streams  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  they  ought  to  get  a  fair  amount  of 
sport ;  snow  broth  all  gone,  and  river  at  normal  level.  The 
Welcomb  Angling  Society,  Hnlme,  are  holding  another  of 
their  pleasant  social  evenings  next  Tuesday,  April  17,  when 
they  will  cordially  welcome  visitors.  A  good  programme 
is  being  arranged  by  efficient  officials  in  these  matters. 
The  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  have  at  last 
completed  the  nrograrame  of  stocking  arranged  for  the 
past  winter.  They  have  had  many  and  vexations  dis- 
appointments in  the  unsuitable  weather,  but  in 
the  end  have  come  out  all  right.  The  last  two 
consignments  consisted  of  820  roach,  which  were  safely 
transferred  to  the  waters  at  Irlam  last  week ;  end. 
RevietviMg  the  work  done  in  stocking  by  this  association 
to  the  waters  under  their  control,  it  must  be  a  fact  that 
several  thousands  of  good  fish  have  been  transferred,  so 
that  the  members  may  confidently  look  for  good  sport 
when  the  waters  open  at  Whitsuntide.  No  doubt  a  table 
of  quantities  will  be  forthcoming,  the  totals  of  which  will 
demonstrate  the  energy  and  pluck  of  the  members  in 
stocking  their  waters.  It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the 
exhibition  promoted  by  the  Moss  Side  Socials  is  going 
along  splendidly,  and  as  regards  the  number  of  cases 
promised,  is  an  assured  snccesa.  The  committee  are 
working  hard  and  no  donbt,  when  May  21  arrives,  their 
labours  will  have  baen  amply  rewarded.  It  is  certain  that 
many  of  our  city  rods  will  be  on  the  Bollin  during  the 
holidays  ;  I  mean  those  who  have  taken  the  precaution  of 
securing  membership  in  the  controlling  association. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trout  fishers  have  been  arranging  for  special  outings 
during  the  holidays,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  the 
various  streams  are  running  in  fairly  good  condition. 
Two  large  fish  have  been  ciught  with  the  worm  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Trent  with  the  Greet  at  Piskerton.  On 
Saturday  the  trout,  the  gift  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  to 
the  City  Piscatorial  Society,  arrived  at  Rolleston,  and 
were  at  once  placed  in  the  society's  waters  at  Averham. 
The  Radford  "Dover  Castle"  Clnb  have  just  celebrated 
their  customary  dinner  at  Host  Tomlin's,  when  the  prizes 
won  daring  the  winter  campaign  were  presented  by  the 
chairman,  Mr.  J.  Pike.  Mr.  C.  Brown  took  the  chub 
prize,  31b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Redfern,  the  bream,  21b.  9ioz. ; 
Mr.  H.  Simpson,  the  roach,  lib.  Sjoz. ;  Mr.  J.  Sawsden, 
the  perch,  15Joz  ;  Mr.  J.  Weaver,  the  dace,  8|oz  ;  and 
Mr.  W.  Cooper,  the  pike,  61b.  ISJrOz.  Twenty-nine  other 
prizes  were  awarded.  Mr.  W.  Crampton,  the  secretary, 
was  warmly  congratulated  on  the  able  and  efficient  manner 
in  which  he  had  worked  up  the  finances  of  the  club. 
Certainly  it  is  in  a  most  prosperous  condition.  So  far,  on 
the  Trent,  no  salmon  have  fallen  to  the  rod. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
Prospects  of  sport  being  obtainable  among  the  trout 
during  the  Eister  holidays  are  by  no  means  unfavourable, 
and  if  the  weather  holds  fine  a  large  proportion  of  anglers 
will  commence  the  seatoa  at  this  period.  So  far  very  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  there  has  been  nothing  worthy 
of  note  to  record.  The  water  still  contains  snow  broth, 
and  the  fish  are  not  moving  freely,  so  that  fly  fishing  will 
not  yet  be  a  profitable  pastime.  Spinning,  on  the  other 
hand,  vrill  doubtless  be  freely  indulged  in,  and 
as  there  are  some  big  trout  to  be  occisionally 
met  with,  there  may  be  one  or  two  taken.  Near  Shrews- 
bury the  best  localities  are  Mountford  Bridge,  the  Isle, 
Monkmoor,  Uffington,  Preston  Boats,  Atcham,  and 
Cound.  The  Severn  Conservators  2s.  trout  licence  must 
be  obtained  by  all  anglers,  and  for  the  Shropshire  Associa- 
tion water  a  58.  ticket  ia  also  necessary.  No  "permits  " 
are  tbis  year  issued  by  the  board,  but  the  fence  months 
for  coarse  fish  are  not  respected  in  this  county,  so  that 
pike  and  chub  may  be  captured  by  those  who  are  so 
minded.  Condover  Brook  and  other  small  streams  in  the 
county  will  doubtless  yield  good  troutin^  to  those  who 
can  obtain  the  necessary  permission  to  angle. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Lovely  April  weather  all  the  week — bright  sunshine  and 
ccoasional  showers — but  far  too  much  wind  for  the  angler, 
and  it  was  very  keen  nights  and  mornings.^  Not  many 
sportsmen  have  been  after  the  trout  from  this  Beighbour- 
hood.  The  water  in  all  the  streams  is  in  capital  order, 
and  more  flies  have  been  observed ;  but  the  trout  have 
not  been  sporting  well  at  all  at  either  fly,  worm,  or 
minnow,  but  some  nice-sized  fish  were  taken  with  the 
latter  bait,  and  the  fish  are  much  improved  in  condition, 
and,  if  the  weather  gets  warmer,  sport  should  be  good 
next  week.  Some  of  the  Worcester  clubs  commence  trout 
fishing  on  Good  Friday,  and  are  preparing  for  the  fray, 
and  as  they  stocked  their  water  last  season,  they  are 
naturally  expecting  good  sport.  Salmon  fishing  in  this 
part  of  the  Severn  has  been  very  diaappointiag  to  the  nets- 
men.  There  was  high  water  at  tht  right  time,  and  every 
opportunity  for  the  ii  h  to  pass  easily  over  the  weirs,  and 
they  were  looking  forward  to  a  successful  season ;  but, 
alas  !  since  tbe  first  week  or  two  they  have  toiled  in  vain, 
and  it  is  very  evident  but  few  fish  oame  up  the  river, 
and  I^  fear  the  stock  of  salmon  in  the  Severn  is  fast 
declining,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  fishermen  that 
unless  a  restriction  is  put  upon  netting  in  the  estuary  or 


an  extension  made  of  the  weekly  close  time,  salmon  fishing 
above  Tewkesbury  Weir  will  decline  year  by  year.  Very 
few  kelts  have  been  saen  going  down  the  river  thia  year. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  are  hard  to  please,  but  it  is  the  rivers  that  are 
so  often  at  fault,  not  they.  Recently  there  was  much  ado 
about  the  flooded  state  of  the  streams,  while  to-day  we 
hear  from  Richmond  and  several  other  centres  that  a  good 
downpour  would  prove  beneficial  to  the  fishing  waters. 
The  warmer  weather  these  past  few  days  has  done  good, 
and  flies  are  hatching  fairly  well.  At  Knaresborough 
they  are  plentiful,  and  both  there  and  at  Pateley  Bridge 
the  Nidd  is  in  fair  condition,  and  the  fish  are  rising. 
Anglers  are  enjoying  inferior  sport  on  the  Swale,  which 
needs  replenishing  by  rain.  Those  going  to  the  Wharfe 
have  mostly  found  tbe  river  low  and  clear.  The  minnow 
and  worm  have  killed  fairly  well.  Trout  are  improving  in 
condition,  but  there  is  a  dearth  of  fly  food.  The  Dark 
Snipe  and  Purple,  Waterhen,  and  Yellow  Partridge,  with 
Tinsel,  may  be  credited  with  moderate  sport.  The  Esk  is 
in  good  condition,  and  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  tbe 
holidays.  A  thousand  yearlings,  it  was  recently  stated, 
would  shortly  be  turned  into  this  river.  The  Nidd  has 
already  received  a  nice  lot  of  young  trout.  The  Harro- 
gate Conservative  A. A.  are  giving  much  attention  to  the 
river  in  the  neighbourhood  for  the  benefit  of  visitors  at 
the  favourite  resort.  There  are  good  prospects  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent.  The  committee  of  the 
Derwent  A.C.  lately  turned  in  another  consignment  of 
yearlings  to  the  number  of  1360. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'} 


FISHING  ON  THE  BELGIAN  AMBL^VE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  seem  to  have  brought  a  hornet's  nest 
about  my  ears  through  giving  my  genuine,  if  somewhat 
amateur,  impressions  of  a  visit  to  the  above.  However,  I 
am  still  quite  wUling  to  elucidate  the  matter  a  little 
further,  but  must  refer  your  readers  for  any  additional 
information  to  Monsieur  Joseph  Lagasse-Lednc,  Hotel 
de  la  Grotte,  Remouchamps,  pils  Liege,  Belgique. 

Replying  to  Mr.  J.  T.  Scott's  letter,  unless  I  have  been 
wantonly  misinformed  on  the  spot  (which  I  do  not  conceive 
possible),  Remouchamps  is  weU  worth  visiting  in  spring 
for  trout  fishing  only,  and  I  do  not  think  he  could 
possibly  find  it  "  a  wild  goose  chase."  It  is  not  necessary 
to  drive  from  Remouchamps  to  Spa,  there  being  railway 
communication,  or,  in  fact,  to  go  there  at  all,  as  a  licence 
can  be  obtained  at  Aywaille,  the  next  station  from 
Remouchamps,  or  at  any  Belgian  post  office.  There  are 
no  disagreeable  restrictions  attached  to  these  licences. 

The  ordinary  run  of  trout  at  Stoumont  and  Qnarreux, 
and  which  are  exceedingly  plentiful,  is  about  three  or  four 
to  the  pound ,  but  scattered  along  the  river  are  pools  in 
which  fine  trout  and  even  large  salmon  may  sometimes  be 
met  with.  I  have  seen  some  really  heavy  trout  under  the 
bridge  at  Nonceveux. 

I  have  no  personal  acquaintance  with  the  river  except 
from  Coo  down  to  Remouchamps  and  Aywaille,  and.  but 
for  "A.  K.'s"  statement  aa  to  its  pollution  nsar 
Malmedy,  I  ahould  not  have  dreamt,  from  its  appearance, 
that  it  was  pollnted  in  the  least  degree.  The  water,  to 
.the  eye,  is  crystal  clear,  and  that  it  is  fairly  pure  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  delicate  crayfish,  which,  as 
I  understand,  has  ceased  to  haunt  the  Meuae  owing  to 
its  growing  impurity,  is  still  to  be  found  in  considerable 
quantities  in  this  stretch  of  water. 

In  addition  to  the  river  itself  its  tributaries  are  noted 
for  trouting,  especially  La  Lienne,  which  joins  it  near 
Targnon.  There  are  also  good  adjacent  trouting  watera, 
mill-ponds,  &o. 

It  was  my  misfortune  to  make  acquaintance  with  the 
Ambl^ve  after  a  long  drought,  but  even  then  it  satisfied 
all  my  desires,  and  I  was  assured  by  those  on  the  spot, 
who  could  have  had  no  object  in  deceiving  me,  that  in  the 
spring,  with  a  good  volume  of  water,  it  afforded  splendid 
sport. 

I  am  fond  of  angling,  but  I  am  aorry  to  say  I  am  not 
"an  accomplished  angler,"  and  when  fishing  for  small 
trout,  nothing  pleases  me  better  than  to  occasionally  hook 
a  decent  chub  or  dace ;  and  this  one  is  continually  doing 
on  the  Ambleve. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Scott  might  gpve  the  Ambleve,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Remouchamps,  a  trial,  and  if  he  is  not  satisfied,  it  would 
be  an  easy  aed  a  charming  task  to  follow  the  river  into 
German  territory  (only  a  matter  of  a  few  miles),  where 
"  A.  K."  gives  it  an  excellent  character. 

I  can  only  reiterate  in  conclusion  that  my  next  fishing 
holiday  will,  all  being  well,  be  spent  on  the  Ambleve  in  and 
near  Remouchamps. — Yours  truly,  F.  S.  L. 

DART  BABIES  AND  POWERS  OF  CONSER- 
VATORS OVER  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — The  letter  of  "  Another  Angler,"  which 
appeared  in  your  issue  of  Saturday,  the  3Ikt  alt.,  brings 
once  more  to  the  surface  the  subject  of  the  want  of 
extended  power  of  conservators  over  trout. 

I  would  not  venture  again  to  invade  on  your  valuable 
space,  however,  in  the  matter  had  I  not  been  advised  but 
very  lately  by  one  who  has  had  a  vast  experience  in 
reference  to  discussions  of  public  interest  to  continue  with 
my  effoits. 

On  calling  his  attention  to  one  of  the  many  flaws  in  the 
Acts  connected  with  the  fresh  water  fisheries,  and  inform- 
ing him  that  I  had  been  hammering  at  the  subject  for  acme 
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years — in  fact,  so  long  that  I  almost  felt  ashamed  to 
continue  further— his  counsel  to  me  was  :  "  Peg  away,  my 
dear  sir.  Peg  away,  and  eventually  you  will  be  repaid  for 
your  trouble." 

This  remark  was  particularly  addressed  to  the  matter  of 
the  non-existence  of  a  clause  relating  to  conservators 
having  the  power  to  limit  the  size  of  trout  which  may  be 
retained,  and  to  this  point  I  would  like  to  refer  your 
cDrrespondent. 

As  Mr.  Walpole,  one  of  the  late  chief  inspectorsof  fisheries, 
when  there  were  only  nine  Acts,  said  :  "  Every  gentleman 
who  goes  out  fishing  is  presumed  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  whole  of  these  Acts  ;  but  it  may  safely  be  stated  that 
not  one  gentleman  in  a  hundred  can  have  the  leisure  or  the 
opportunity  of  making  himself  acquainted  with  them." 
How  much  more  certain  must  this  be  when  there  are 
fourteen  A  cts  relating  to  our  salmon  and  fresh  water 
fisheries 

It  must  be  remembered  that  trout  fishing  has  altered  in 
every  particular,  acd  this  has,  in  the  first  instance,  been 
brought  about  by  the  wonderful  increaee  in  those  who  now 
pay  license  duty  to  fieh  for  trout.  As  I  stated  in  an  article 
appearing  in  this  paper  on  October  28  of  last  year,  in 
twenty  years  (1879  to  1898)  the  increase  had  heaped  up 
from  9013  in  the  first  year  mentioned  to  48,234  in  the 
latter.  These  figures  speak  for  themselves,  and  also  show 
the  reaEon  why  it  is  necessary  to  alter  these  Acts  even  in 
this  one  matter  alone.  _ 

In  reference  to  the  size  that  should  be  retained,  it  was 
proposed  some  years  ago  by  Mr.  Wal^le  to  make  the  limit 
7in.  But  when  I  was  considering  the  matter  of  my 
articles  (which  were  published  by  you  in  1895)  in  reference 
to  the  "  Power  of  Conservators  over  Trout,"  Mr.  Berring- 
ton,  with  whom  I  entered  into  communication,  wrote  me 
that  this  would  not  be  satisfactory,  because  often  the  fry 
of  Sahnonidie  reached  that  length  before  they  migrated  to 
the  sea. 

Owing  to  this  multiplication  of  trout  anglers,  many 
associations  (not  on  the  "  Birmingham  lines,"  but  those  of 
our  own  county)  have  been  formed  in  Devonehire.  These, 
by  having  the  power  to  make  their  own  laws,  have  been 
the  means  of  greatly  benefiting  the  size  of  the  stock.  In 
evidence  of  this,  I  have  only  to  mention  the  river  Avon. 
This  river  had  ever  a  helping  hand  even  before  the 
association  was  constituted  by  an  "  error  of  judgment," 
acd  now,  instead  of  counting  the  fish  captured  there  by 
the  dozen — as  has  been  the  usual  way  for  years  all  over 
Devon— you  can  reckon  them  by  the  brace,  and  not  feel 
the  least  ashamed  of  your  catch. 

In  these  circumstances  I  would  humbly  suggest  that  it 
would  not  be  amiss  if  representations  were  made  to  the 
Fishing  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  now 
control  these  matters — as  far  as  the  law  will  allow — that 
a  clause  should  be  added  to  the  Act  with  the  effect  of 
bringing  about  this  end. — Yours  very  truly, 

  Pheasant  Tail. 

Dear  Sib, — A  friend  and  myself,  prone  to  irrepressible 
laughter  at  improper  moments,  incurred,  I  fear,  the  just 
resentment  of  the  audience  at  a  theatre  when  something 
in  the  crisis  of  a  tragedy  sent  us  into  convulsions. 

I  really  meant  to  be  tragic  in  my  letter  of  31st  ult.  in 
your  columns,  but  it  only  amused  Mr.  H.  T.  Diet  in. 

I  have  never  fished  the  Dart,  but  I  study  my  Fishing 
Gazette  closely,  and  agree  with  Mr.  Distin  that  I  should 
probably  return  "  a  disappointed  man"  if  I  did,  though  in 
a  different  sense. 

Sow,  in  my  letter  I  meant  to  compliment  Mr.  D. ,  having 
noticed  how  small  were  his  creels  (and  some  others')  com- 
pared with  tho;e  of  the  "  experienced  fishermen  "  who  find 
it  so  easy  to  slaughter  their  six  dozen  per  diem.  I  pre> 
sumed  Mr.  D.  only  retained  trout  over  4oz  ,  and  disdained 
the  wretched  little  6in.  babies.  I  doubt  much  your  readers 
will  agree  that  a  21b.  or  31b.  fish  in  a  sluggish  bit  of  the 
Frome  or  Test — where  gossamer  tackle  is  used — will  give 
less  sport  than  a  trout  of  even  6oz.  in  the  Dart. 

In  one  of  my  little  experiences  I  killed  at  eventide,  in  a 
strong  stickle  of  a  river,  quite  as  large,  I  should  say,  as 
the  Dart,  eight  trout.  The  smallest  was  lib.,  others  Ijlb., 
IJlb.,  and  two  of  l|lb.  each,  and  I  got  the  ninth  fish 
(2ilb. )  in  a  heavy  swirl  above  the  stickle.  I  need  drawn 
gut  and  very  smaU  flies.  I  have  had  qnite  as  much  play 
from  31b.  fish  and  thereabouts  in  sluggish  water  with  same 
tackle. 

In  "C.  V.  B'a"  article  of  Feb.  17  Mr.  Distin  is 
mentioned  as  a  thorough  angler,  and  I  had  no  notion  of 
blinding  to  him.  But  I  cannot  retract  anything  I  eaid 
in  your  issue  of  31st  ult.  I  am  sure  many  will  agree  with 
me  that  a  Cia.  limit  means  destruction  to  this  fine  river, 
aod  ought  to  be  increased.  Let  those  who  are  of  the 
ontrary  opinion  say  "No."  No  reply  was  given  to  the 
editorial  query  of  March  24. — "  What  does  a  basket  of 
eight  dozen  weigh  without  the  basket  ?  "  Might  I  ask  a 
similar  question  regarding  the  creels  cf  six  dozen  quoted 
in  Fishing  Gazette  of  same  date  ? — I  am,  yours  faithfully, 
  Another  ANOiiER. 


KNOT  FOR  EYED  FLIES. 
'  Sir, — For  attaching  an  eyed  fly,  trout  size,  to  the  point, 
the  "  Turle  knot"  is  the  one  generally  adopted.  Under 
the  most  favourable  circumstances  there  is  some  diflioulty 
in  making  this  knot  neatly,  so  as  not  to  include  the  hackle 
or  fumble  the  fly  during  the  process.  In  the  dusk,  or  with 
cold  fingers,  the  job  is  a  very  awkward  one  ;  to  myself 
it  is  provocative  of  mental  disturbance  and  verbal 
denunciation. 

la  there  any  objection  to  the  more  simple  procedure  of 
passing  the  end  of  the  point  through  the  eye,  bringing  the 
end  forwards  andin,  making  a  slip-knot  in  fr..int,  instead  of 
behind  as  in  the  Tnrle  knot,  and  then  drawing  up  tight  ? — 
making,  in  fact,  a"  jam  knot  "  without  the  jam. 

J  used  this  method  last  season  and  propose  to  practice 
the  same  this  year.   Misfortunes  occurred  to  xnt  (that 


parting  with  the  fish  which  is  such  deep  sorrow,  solution 
of  continuity^  due  to  the  interference  of  surrounding 
objects),  but  in  no  single  instance  did  the  sepiratiou  take 
place  at  the  junction  of  fly  and  point,  in  all  cases  some 
other  part  of  the  tackle  gave  way.  I  enclose  a  point  with 
fly  tied  on  as  advocated  for  subjection  to  an  editorial  test. 
Of  course  one  great  objection  can  be  urged — the  thing  is 
too  simple.— Yours  faithfully,  F.  R.  F. 

[One  of  the  theoretical  objections  to  this  simplest  form 
of  attachment  of  gut  to  eyed  hooks  is  that  the  fly  is  not 
gripped  by  the  gut  and  so  hangs  loose  (like  the  links  in  a 
chain),  and  is  liable  to  throw  back  and  catch  in  the  oast, 
although  we  have  often  fished  with  flies  put  on  in  this  way 
and  have  not  noticed  any  inconvenience  either  in  casting 
or  hooking  fish ;  we  prefer  the  Turle  knot,  and  find  it  as  easy 
to  tie.— Ed.] 

PURE  IKDIARUBBER. 
Dear  Sir, — The  query,  not  from  me,  thanks,  reminds 
me  of — Charming  New  York  Waitress  :  Did  you  enjoy  the 
spring  chicken  ?  Wild  Wester  :  Very  much,  but  see  hyar, 
next  time  you  give  me  spring  chicken  let  me  have  steel 
springs ;  don't  care  for  these  indiarnbber  ones. — Regards, 

E.  B.  H. 

[We  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  address  of  a  correspondent 
who  has  been  trying  in  vain  to  get  pnre  rubber,  as  we 
have  found  out  for  him.— Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you 
would  let  me  know  through  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  any 
piece  of  water  near  London  where  trout  fishing  can  be  had 
free  or  for  small  charge,  and  also  if  the  fShing  on  the 
Uxbridge  moor  is  still  free  as  it  was  last  year.— Yours 
truly,  M.  N.  Castkllo. 


FISHING  AT  WINDERMERE. 

Sir, — I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  inform  your  corre- 
spondent, W_.  Murray  Norrie,  about  the  fishing  at  Winder- 
mere, and  will  do  so  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  it  being  a 
favourite  water  of  mine.  The  lake  is  thirteen  miles  long, 
and  averages  about  half  a  mile  wide.  It  is  a  river  lake, 
as  several  streams  of  small  extent  run  into  it.  It  overflows 
at  the  south  end  at  Lake  Side,  and  runs  in  a  small  stream 
into  Morecambe  Bay.  The  water,  as  a  rule,  is  as  clear  as 
gin.  The  bottom  is  chiefly  rock  and  shingle,  although 
there  are  many  places  of  large  flats  of  sand  or  marl.  'The 
depth  varies  very  much  in  some  places  from  4ft.  to  6ft.  on 
the  shelvings,  to  a  depth  of  120ft.  in  the  deepest  parts. 
The  depth  varies  very  suddenly  in  most  parts.  The  fish 
in  it  are  pike  of  great  size,  perch,  char,  and  trout,  and 
very  large  eels.  There  are  no  roach  in  it.  The  best  plan 
for  live  baiting  is  to  fish  with  the  paternoster  either  for 
pike  or  peich,  the  bait  being  about  2ft.  from  the  bottom. 
Use  the  ledger  or  sliding  float  tackle  for  worm  fishing. 
The  chief  style  of  artificial  bait  fishing  is  done  by  trailing 
a  spinning  bait,  phantom  minnow,  spoon,  or  dead 
natural  bait,  behind  the  boat  a  few  yards  off  the  edge  of 
weed  beds.  It  is  a  good  plan  to  take  a  bottle  of  preserved 
roach  in  spirits,  and  put  them  on  an  Abbey  Mills  spinner. 

Live  minnows  can  be  got  from  the  boatmen,  who  catch 
them  in  the  brooks  running  into  the  lake,  and  preserve 
them  in  large  bait-cans  sunk  in  the  lake.  The  peroh  is 
used  mostly  as  live  bait  for  pike  here,  as  there  is  nothing 
else  but  minnows  to  be  got.  Fishermen  can  be  hired  for 
the  day  who  know  all  the  grounds  for  various  kinds  of 
fishing.  Boats  are  let  out  for  the  day  or  week,  and  tackle 
also  There  are  plenty  of  lodgings  at  both  private  houses 
and  hotels  in  Bovraess,  which  is  the  town  of  the  lake,  on 
the  shore,  about  one  mile  from  the  railway  station  of 
Windermere,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  lake.  'Buses  and 
various  conveyances  meet  all  trains  at  Windermere  station 
for  Bowness.  The  steamboats  of  the  Furness  Railway 
Company  ply  the  length  of  the  lake  all  day.  As  I  am  not 
desirous  of  taking  up  too  much  space  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
give  any  further  particQlirs  required  if  the  correspondent 
virill  write  privately  to  yours  truly,  W.  Turner. 

82,  Hornby-road,  Blackpool. 


Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr.  M.  Nome's  question  in 
your  last  week's  correspondence  column,  the  fish  in  Lake 
Windermere  are  trout  of  two  or  three  kinds,  char,  pike, 
perch,  minnows,  and  eels. 

The  trout  and  char  fishing  commenced  on  April  1 .  The 
perch  fishing  begins  on  June  15.  Pike  and  eel  fishing  is 
allowed  all  the  year  round. 

The  licence  (per  rod)  for  trout  and  char  is  6s.  per 
season  ;  to  be  obtained  at  the  post  offices. 
_  Storr's  Hotel  (proprietor,  Mr.  Askew)  is  centrally 
situated  on  the  lake,  and  has  the  largest  private  length  of 
lake  frontage,  as  well  as  the  most  extensive  private 
grounds.  There  are  also  good  hotels  at  Lake  Side, 
Ambleside,  and  at  Bowness. 

Boat  or  "man  and  boat"  may  be  hired  at  or  near  all 
the  places  bordering  the  lake. — Yours  truly,    T.  P.  W. 


STAINING  FISHING  GUT. 
Sir, — Seeing  a  correspondent's  inquiry  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  how  to  stain  gut  slate  colour,  I  give  the 
following  recipes,  which  I  have  used  for  years.  For  slate 
colour  :  Get  a  penny  bottle  of  common  black  ink,  put  one 
gill  of  hot  water  to  it,  and  mix.  Put  yonr  gut  in  warm 
water  till  quite  soft — let  the  gut  be  in  single  lengths  ;  do 
not  put  it  in  in  the  knot — then  put  the  gut  into  the  ink 
solution,  stirring  it  round  occasionally  till  it  is  of  the  shade 
required.  The  mk  is  not  injurious  to  the  gut,  being  made 
from  boiled  logwood,  and  therefore  of  a  vep;etable  nature. 
According  to  the  length  of  time  the  gut  is  m  the  solution, 
so  will  the_  strength  of  the  stain  be.  Green  stain  :  Take 
^oz.  of  aniline  green,  dissolve  it  in  one  quart  of  boiling 


water ;  when  dissolved  add  gradually  some  black  ink  till  it 
becomes  of  an  olive  green,  or  weed  colour.  Steep  the  gut  as 
before  till  of  the  required  shade.  Sand  or  gravel  colour: 
Steep  the  gut  in  warm  strong  tea  till  it  is  of  the  required 
shade. 

These  colours  are  permanent  for  a  long  time.  Any  ot 
the  aniline  colours  may  be  used  for  staining  gut,  and  are 
not  injurious.    W,  Turner. 

Blackpool. 

TAVY,  WALKHAM,  AND  PLYM  FISHING 
ASSOCIATION. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  "  L.," 
the  name  of  the  secretary  of  the  above  is  W.  W.  Mathews, 
solicitor,  Tavistock,  Devon. 

_  I  have  been  appointed  agent  for  tlie  distribution  <rf 
tickets  and  licences,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  send  a  copy  ^ 
the  rules,  or  give  any  other  information  about  the  rivers;^ 
Yours  truly,  William  Heardbe.B 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth.  H 

THE  LATE  MR.  G.  H.  FIELD.  ■ 
Dear   Sib, — It  was  with  something  more  thanfl 
passing  feeling  of  sorrow  that  I  read  your  notice  of 
death  of  that  good  angler  and  still  better  man,  Mr.  G-^| 
Field.    I  think  it  will  be  no  exaggeration  on  my  partH 
say  that  there  are  a  large  number  of  your  readers  whowH 
owe  you  a  very  deep  debt  of  gratitude  for  publishing  tfl 
portrait  of  our  old  friend,  and  thus  giving  us  an  oppofl 
tunity  of  having  a  permanent  memorial  of  him.  Yorar 
remarks  accompanying  his  photo  were  not  one  whit 
too  complimentary.    Speaking  from  a  personal  knowledge 
of  him,  he  was  indeed  one  of  thoEO  rare  characters  who 
seem  to  be  gifted  with  the  happy  knack  of  making  many 
friends  and  few  enemies.    Indeed,  he  might  have  taken 
the  motto — if  he  Lad  indulged  in  a  crest— seoiper  idem, 
A  gentle,  kindly  old  man,  he  has  passed  away  from  us 
ripe  in  years,  and  in  his  going  he  has  left  behind  him 
memories  of  his  kindly  nature  which  will  keep  his  name 
green  among  his  colleagues  for  many  a  long  year  to  come. 
—Yours  truly,    E.  G.  Simms. 

CURIOUS  FISHING  INCIDENT. 
Sir,— Mr,  J.  Deed,  of  St.  Asaph,  while  fishing  in  the 
river  Elwy  one  day  last  week,  captured  a  fine  trout  in  a 
very  unusual  manner.  He  had  hooked  a  small  graveling, 
when  the  large  trout  seized  it  almost  under  the  angler  s 
feet,  and,  being  left  quite  quiet  with  a  slack  line, 
eventually  completely  swallowed  it,  and  was  drawn  ashore 
without  the  slightest  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  trout. 
But  no  sooner  was  it  out  of  its  element,  and  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  than  it  ejected  the  graveling,  and  before  the 
trout  had  time  to  jump  back  into  the  water  it  was  pounced 
upon  by  its  captor.  The  hook  was  still  in  the  graveling, 
never  having  penetrated  into  the  larger  fish.  Trouting  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Elwy  has  been  pretty  good  con- 
sidering the  constant  harsh  winds  we  have  been  blessed 
with.— Yours,  &c.,  F.  W.  L. 

ANOTHER  CURIOUS  COINCIDENCE. 

Dear  Sir,— On  reading  Mr.  T.  Gostage's  experience 
with  a  codling,  printed  in  the  Pishing  Gazette  of  Satur- 
day last,  I  thought  my  experience  with  a  tench  might  be ' 
interesting  to  you.  About  eighteen  months  ago  myself 
and  a  friend  went  for  a  day's  fishing  at  Winohelsea,  which 
is  about  nine  miles  from  here.  At  my  first  cast  I  hooked 
a  tenoh  which  turned  the  scale  at  21b.  8jz.  This  happened 
about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  put  him  in  a  linen 
bag  with  several  bream  which  we  caught  afterwards,  and 
there  he  remained  tmtil  I  got  home,  which  was  abont 
five  o'clock  in  the  evening.  When  I  turned  them  out  I 
discovered  that  the  tench  was  still  alive,  so  I  transferred 
him  to  a  big  wooden  tank,  which  we  had  in  our  yard,  to 
keep  company  with  a  4lb.  carp,  who  was  already  an 
inhabitant.  The  next  morning  he  was  swimming  about 
as  though  nothing  had  happened.  Abont  a  week  later  I 
noticed  our  neighbour's  Thomas  cat  was  taking  a  greet' 
interest  in  these  £sh — he  need  to  sit  on  the  corner  of, 
the  tank,  watching  them,  for  an  hfur  at  a  time. 
One  sunny  day  on  looking  out  of  the  window  I  discovered 
that  this  cat  had  developed  into  a  patient  angler.  Every 
time  the  fish  came  to  the  surface  of  the  water  he  tried  to 
yank  them  out  with  his  claws.  In  less  time  than  it  takei 
to  write  that  oat  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  lump  of  cold. 
On  examining  the  fish  I  found  he  had  severely  scratched 
the  backs  of  both  of  them,  so  I  decided  to  transfer  them 
to  a  carp  pond  not  far  from  my  place  where  they  would  be 
free  from  the  attentions  of  the  angling  cat.  This  I  did 
the  next  morning.  About  three  months  after  this  myself 
and  the  same  friend  who  was  with  me  when  I  caught  the 
tench  went  to  this  pond  to  wet  a  line,  I  commenced  to 
fish  at  the  exact  spot  where  I  turned  my  fish  in. 

At  my  very  first  oast  I  had  a  bite,  and  found  I  vraa  into 
a  good  fish.  On  landing  him  I  found  to  my  amazement  it 
was  the  same  tench  I  hid  turned  in  the  pond  three 
months  previous,  the  soars  on  his  back  l^ing  quite 
distinct,  the  only  difference  being  he  weighed  3oz.  leM 
than  he  did  when  I  caught  him  on  the  first  occasion.  I 
did  not  return  him  to  the  water,  but  took  him  home  to 
give  him  a  second  introduction  to  my  people. 

My  younger  brother,  who  had  just  begun  to  fancy  him- 
self as  a  taxidermist,  attempted  to  set  him  up,  but  OO 
account  of  the  fish  advancing  to  superior  rank,  we  wen 
obliged  to  transfer  him  to  a  hole  in  the  back  garden, 
where  we  erected  a  piece  of  slate  to  remind  us  of  a  tenoll 
with  an  experience. — Yours  faithfully, 

W.  F.  SiMES 

(Member  of  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  A, A.) 
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THE  CLOSE  SEASON. 


Protection  for  spawning  fish  is  the,  first 
j  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  a  stock  in  well- 
I   fished  rivers. 

I'  This  has  been  proved  up  to  the  hilt  regarding 
salmon  and  trout  waters,  and  has  become  an 
acknowledged  fact  on  the  Thames  and  its 
tributaries. 

Even  in  Norfolk  and  Suilolk,  the  counties 
I    where  it  was  fondly  supposed  that  no  efforts  of 
I    man  could  make  any  difference  to  the  quantities 
f    of  bream,  roach,  pike,  &c.,  which  swam  in  tho 
I    many  rivers  and  lakes  throughout  this  marsh 
}   country,  the  takes  of  these  species  is  yearly 
becoming  less,  while  the  average  size  of  the 
various  individuals  is  daily  getting  smaller  and 
smaller. 

(  In  1878 — twenty-two  years  ago — was  passed  the 
i  Act  which  instituted  throughout  England  and 
I   "Wales  a  close  time  for  fresh-water  fish.  This 

I  Act,  known  by  the  title  of  "  The  Mundella  Act," 
has  for  the  last  twenty  years  been  looked  upon  as 

II  the  charter  of  liberty  for  the  bottom-fisher's  fishes. 

As  regards  the  Act,  many  misconceptions  and 
'    mistakes  seem  to  be  prevalent  amongst  anglers 
generally. 

||  Thus  the  generally  prevalent  view  seems  to 
Ij  be  as  follows :  An  Act  framed  to  protect  coarse 
ij    fish  throughout  the  country  from  March  15  to 


June  15,  and  that  any  person  taking  coarse  fish 
from  the  water  during  the  period  between  these 
dates  is  liable  to  a  fine  at  the  discretion  of  the 
justices.  That  further,  it  is  illegal  to  sell  coarse 
fish.  An  exception  is  generally  known  to  exist  in 
the  fact  that  such  fish  may  be  taken  "  for  scientific 
purposes,"  and  that  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  are  not  included. 

But  many  important  exceptions  seem  to  be 
altogether  overlooked  in  this  view  of  the  case. 
Thus  owners  of  private  fisheries  where  trout, 
char,  or  grajling  are  preserved  are  specially 
exempted  from  any  penalty  for  destroying  other 
fresh-water  fish ;  while  any  per.son  angling  on  a 
private  fishery  with  the  leave  of  the  owner  of 
such  fishery  is  also  excluded.  Again,  by  another 
clause,  a  board  of  conservators  duly  appointed  has 
power  to  exempt  the  whole  or  a  portion  of  their 
districts  from  the  sub-sections  which  make  the 
close  season  as  regards  the  catching  of  fresh- water 
fish  other  than  trout,  char,  and  grayling. 

It  has  been  urged  by  some  persons  that  it 
is  not  only  unsportsmanlike,  but  also  illegal 
for  any  club  renting  private  water  to  permit 
fishing  during  any  portion  of  the  ofiicial  close 
season.  The  legality  has  been  already  dealt 
with,  and  now  it  will  be  well  just  to  say  a  word 
or  two  on  the  sportsmanlike  conduct.  "When  the 
Act  was  framed  knowledge  on  the  subject  of 
coarse  fish  was  not  so  generally  diffused  as  it  now 
is,  consequently  the  spawning  times  of  coarse  fish 
were  slumped  together  as  between  March  15  and 
June  15.  Now  we  know  that  in  many  rivers,  as 
regards  dace  and  pike,  the  first  date  is  too  late, 
and  as  regards  roach  June  16  is  much  too  early. 
Many  private  club  waters,  therefore,  are  open  to 
members  for  roach  fishing  till  March  30,  though 
closed  for  dace  and  pike  on  March  1. 

Such  arrangements  might  with  advantage  be 
in  the  future  much  extended,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
in  any  future  legislation  powers  will  be  given  to 
boards  of  conservators  to  enable  them  to  vary 
the  dates  slightly  as  long  as  the  three  months' 
period  is  preserved,  as  at  present  their  only  power 
is  to  suspend  the  Act  for  the  whole  or  a  portion 
of  their  districts.  It  may  not  have  struck  many 
other  people  that  according  to  the  strict  letter  of 
the  Act  all  persons  purchasing  or  selling  coarse 
fish  for  re-stocking  purposes  are  liable  to  prosecu- 
tion. A  well-known  secretary  of  an  angling 
organisation  asked  me  the  question  last  week, 
and  I  consulted  a  gentleman  learned  in  the  law 
and  a  mighty  angler,  who  agreed  that  technically 
such  persons  are  guilty  of  an  offence  under  the 
Act.  There  is.  however,  this  much  to  be  said, 
namely,  that  the  prosecuting  authority  in  most  of 
these  cases  is  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  and  it 
may  be  safely  concluded  that  no  prosecution  is 
likely  to  be  instituted  against  any  person  who  is 
purchasing  stock  fish  for  increasing  the  supply  in 
his  private  waters.  Of  course,  the  purchase  of 
live  fish  per  sc  cannot  be  legalised,  as  many  of  the 
coarse  fish  imported  from  Holland  for  food 
purposes  are  alive,  and  are  sold  in  that  con- 
dition to  thrifty  Jewish  housewives.  Another 
matter  of  public  interest  is  connected  with 
the  close  season,  namely,  the  sale  of  pre- 
served fish  as  bait.  This  has  been  prohibited, 
and  notice  was  sent  to  the  trade  that  any  dealers 
having  such  bait  in  their  possession  during  the 
close  season  for  sale  would  be  prosecuted.  This 
has  been  felt  to  be  a  hardship  by  the  vendors,  as 
such  bait  las  probably  been  captured  aad  pre- 
served months  previously,  and  may,  indeed,  have 
remained  in  their  possession  for  more  than  one 
season.  The  simple  possession  of  such  bait  is  an 
offence,  therefore  they  have  to  be  cleared  off  the 
premises  if  the  strict  letter  of  the  law  is  to  be 
enforced.  Further,  the  angler  for  trout  and  salmon 
who  requires  bait  for  his  fishing  is  unable  to 
purchase  preserved  bait,  and  therefore  either  has 
to  waste  his  precious  hours  in  capturing  some  for 
himself,  or  risks  an  infringement  of  the  law  by 
purchasing  them  alive  from  the  riverside  bait- 
catcher,  who  does  not  seem  so  far  to  have  been 
interfered  with  in  any  way. 

Now,  this  state  of  affairs,  if  of  benefit  to  the 
fisheries  generally,  could  be  tolerated,  but,  alas  ! 
matters  are  far  different.  Since  spawning  fish 
are  taken  for  bait  during  the  close  season  a  bad 
example  is  set  by  the  bait-catcher  to  all  other 
river  dwellers,  the  angler  is  inconvenienced,  and 
the  trade  is  interfered  with — certainly  not  the 
intentions  of  the  original  Act.  The  matter  is 
easily  got  over  by  permitting  the  sale  of  px'e- 


served  bait  by  recognised  fishing  tackle  dealers 
who  produce  satisfactory  evidence  that  such  V>ait 
was  purchased  before  the  commencement  of  the 
close  season,  such  evidence  to  be  laid  before  the 
inspector  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  on 
demand. 

There  are  some  whispers  to  be  heard  of  a  Bill 
being  put  forward  to  amend  the  Act  as  regards 
some  forms  of  coarse  fish.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
any  amendment  will  be  on  broad  lines,  and  that  the 
power  of  the  conservators  will  be  enlarged,  not  as 
regards  the  abrogation  of  the  Act  for  certain 
districts,  but  ratlaer  giving  them  discretion  to 
alter  slightly  the  periods  as  regards  the  dates  of 
beginning  and  ending.  Of  course,  the  three 
months  period  would  be  preserved,  but  the  dates 
might  be  altered  to  suit  the  spawning  time  of  the 
various  fish.  The  objection  has  been  urged  that 
this  would  interfere  with  the  regulations  as 
regards  the  sale.  Such  has  not  been  found  to  be 
the  case  as  regards  salmon,  and  the  fact  that  rod 
fishing  is  legal  at  such  a  time  when  the  sale  of  fish 
is  against  the  law  proves  that  sucib  a  regulation 
would  not  be  unworkable. 

The  close  season  is,  as  it  stands,  a  boon  to  all 
bottom  fishers,  and,  if  carefully  watched  over  by 
local  conservators,  some  of  whom  must  be  practical 
anglers,  there  is  little  doubt  that  when  amended 
it  would  help  to  get  again  a  stock  of  fish  in  our 
depleted  rivers. 

One  little  matter  might  be  included,  namely, 
the  destruction  caused  by  ducks  and  swans  on  our 
great  public  rivers.  If  it  is  illegal  to  cateh 
spawning  fish,  surely  it  would  be  only  fair  to 
make  it  a  punishable  offence  for  the  owners  to 
permit  the  destruci  ion  of  spawn  by  allowing  such 
birds  to  i-emain  at  large  on  the  river. 

By  the  exertions  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  and  other  societies  the  swans  are  to 
a  great  extent  taken  from  the  Thames  for  one 
month  during  the  height  of  the  spawning 
operations,  but  this  has  to  be  done  at  the  expense 
of  the  society,  a  most  illogical  proceeding  to  my 
mind. 

Why  should  I  have  to  pay  the  price  of  keeping 
my  neighbour's  donkey  in  the  pound  because  it 
has  been  misconducting  itself  on  the  common  ? 
No  ;  rather  make  it  a  punishable  offence  that  any 
owner  should  permit  his  birds  on  the  river  during 
the  spawning  time,  and  let  all  fines  be  at  once 
handed  over,  less  expenses,  to  the  preservation 
societies,  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  more 
ova  or  adult  fish.  The  mischief  wrought  by  the 
angler  on  unspawned  fish  is  infinitesimal  com- 
pared with  the  damage  caused  amongst  the  ova 
by  a  single  couple  of  ducks  or  a  young  cygnet. 

This  is,  indeed,  a  matter  which  might  engage 
the  attention  of  our  preservation  societies  and 
individual  enthusiasts. 

Charles  S.  Patterson. 


A  MIDLAND  TEOUTING  STATION. 


The  author  of  an  interesting  book,  entitled 
"  A  Cotswold  Village,"  writes  of  this  place  :  "  I 
know  no  prettier  village  in  England,  and  no 

snugger  hostelry  than  the  ,  which  has  a  nice 

stretch  of  water  for  the  use  of  those  who  find 
their  way  to  this  village. 

Such  is  the  brief  description  the  author  in 
question,  now,  alas !  no  more,  gives  of  the 
Cotswold  trouting  station,  now  more  fully 
described. 

The  rivei'side  inn  or  hotel — whichever  we  like 
to  call  it — nestles  snugly  amongst  the  pine  and 
beech-clad  hills,  the  chimneys  almost  touching 
the  branches  of  some  of  the  tall  trees  growing  on 
the  hillside. 

The  sign  over  the  door  tells  the  name  of  the 
inn.  It  is  that  of  a  large  bird,  but  of  what  species 
we  do  not,  for  several  reasons,  reveal. 

In  the  spring  and  summer  time  anglers,  artists, 
and  tourists  come  from  far  and  near  to  revel  in 
the  rural  beauties  and  the  sport  to  be  had  in  the 
beautiful  trout  stream  which  flows  through  the 
very  centre  of  the  village,  and  several  views  of  the 
district  have  from  time  to  time  appeared  on  the 
walls  of  the  Royal  Academy. 

The  bonny  speckled  trout  which  we  find  in 
these  waters  are  of  the  fario  strain,  and  grow  to  a 
good  size,  the  average  being  about  lib.  each,  but 
one  fish  caught  just  opposite  the  hotel  (in  a  glass 
case  in  the  hall)  weighed  no  less  than  olb.  7oz., 
but  this  is  an  unusual  size  for  this  water. 
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Artificial  flies  only  are  allowed  to  be  used  at 
tHs  Cots  wold  trouting  station,  and  all  large  flies, 
excepting  May  flies,  are  prohibited,  and,  for  that 
matter,  they  are  not  of  much  use. 

Some  of  the  hotel  waters  are  very  private  and 
secluded,  and  the  rods  on  the  two  mUes  of  water 
are  always  limited  in  number  even  in  the  May  fly 
time,  and  the  charge  for  fishing  is  but  half  a 
crown  per  day,  and  for  this  we  may,  if  skilful 
enough,  on  well  educated  trout  put  five  brace  of 
lib.  trout  in  our  creel.  During  the  May  fly  time 
we  have  to  pay  a  little  more  for  our  fishing. 

The  trout  fisher  can  at  this  secluded  hill  village 
pursue  his  healthful  and  fascinating  pastime 
quietly,  unmolested  and  undisturbed,  save 
perchance  by  the  somewhat  monotonous  drone  of 
the  adjacent  mill  wheel,  the  splashing  of  the 
roaring  cascades  near  at  hand,  the  glorious  song 
of  thousands  of  wUd  birds,  the  startled  whirr  of 
the  partridge  or  pheasant  in  the  opposite  coppice, 
or  the  cluck,  cluck  of  the  pretty  moorhen  beneath 
the  may  bush  or  willow.  Perchance  the  angler 
will  have  a  little  brown  rat  come  and  peep  at  him 
with  his  brigtt  eyes  as  he  lightly  casts  his  fly  on 
the  water,  or  a  wild  duck  may  rise  up  and 
disclose  the  whereabouts  of  a  nest  of  pale  green 
eggs  hidden  amidst  the  reeds  and  rushes. 

On  one  occasion  so  quiet  and  still  was  this  spot 
that  a  robin  came  and  settled  on  the  writer's 
outstretched  rod,  chirupped  a  few  notes,  and  then 
fled  o£E  into  the  opposite  coppice. 

Ever  and  anon,  perhaps,  a  big  trout  will  jump 
clean  up  out  of  the  water  at  some  passing  fly,  and 
under  such  favourable  conditions  as  herein 
described  can  the  trout  fisher  pursue  his  healthful 
pastime,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  visitors' 
book  in  the  coffee  room  of  the  hotel  contains  so 
many  flattering  testimonials  of  the  comfort  of 
the  inn  and  the  sport  had  on  its  waters. 

The  creel  here  is  limited  to  five  brace,  and  the 
size  that  may  be  taken  is  fib. 

Four-in-hands,  tandems,  dogcarts,  and  cyclists 
constantly  passing  through  the  village  street 
in  the  summer  time  relieve  it  of  that  dull 
monotony  often  inseparable  from  village  life  on 
the  hiUs,  whilst  in  the  winter  months  the  hunts- 
man's horn  is  often  heard  resounding  over  the 
hills,  and  reynard  at  times  is  driven  close  past 
the  hotel  doors. 

Shady  arbours,  bubbling  springs  of  crystal 
water  pouring  some  millions  of  gallons  of  water 
daily  into  the  trout  stream,  and  trim,  well-kept 
gardens  full  of  rose  trees  and  woodbine  and 
sweet-smelling  flowers,  makes  this  spot  a  favourite 
rendezvous  for  many  a  youthful  lover,  and  the 
old,  old  story  is  often  told  here  under  most 
favourable  conditions. 

In  the  spring  time  the  banks  of  the  river  are 
covered  with  primroses  and  violets,  and  in  the 
meadows  are  immense  masses  of  the  golden-hued 
marsh  marigold,  and  ferns  of  various  kinds  are 
found  growing  on  the  rustic  bridge  which  here 
crosses  the  stream. 

The  river,  as  has  been  said,  flows  right  through 
the  very  centre  of  the  village,  rises  far  away  up 
amidst  the  Cotswold  Hills,  and  winds  on  its 
tortuous  course  beneath  gigantic  oaks,  elms, 
chestnuts,  and  beech  trees,  through  lovely  and 
varied  hill  scenery,  through  beautiful  deer  parks, 
and  past  many  a  stately  mansion,  until  it  finds  its 
way  into  the  old  Thames  about  a  mile  or  so  from 
its  sister  stream,  which  mns  for  several  miles 
almost  parallel  with  it. 

The  postman  brings  our  letters  twice  a  day  to 
this  secluded  village,  and  a  wire  keeps  us  in  touch 
with  the  outer  world ;  whilst  carriages  of  various 
kinds  are  ready  to  take  us  to  one  of  the  many 
picturesque  and  interesting  spots  in  the  neighbour- 
hood around. 

The  villagers  here  live  to  a  great  age,  and 
zymotic  diseases  and  chest  complaints  are  almost 
unknown  amongst  them. 

The  old  standard  pattemw  of  flies  are  the  best 
to  use  here,  and  the  fly  actually  on  the  water  can 
always  be  obtained  from  the  landlady's  tall  and 
comely  blue-eyed  daughter  at  the  bar  of  the 
hotel. 

Wading  is  not  allowed  here,  nor  is  it  neceasary, 
and  if  we  want  to  fish  on  Sundays  we  must  go 
elsewhere,  for  it  is  absolutely  prohibited,  and  we 
ourselves  think  a  day's  rest  does  a  hotel  water  no 
harm. 

He  is  a  lucky  man  that  can  secure  a  rod  on  the 
waters  here,  for  the  quarters  are  comfortable,  the 
cuisine  good,  and  the  prices  charged  are  moderate, 
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but  it  is  necessary  some  weeks  beforehand  to 
write  to  secure  rooms,  for  in  the  season  it  is 
always  f  uU  up. 

For  the  locale  of  this  favourite  trouting  station 
I  must  refer  my  readers  to  "A  Cotswold 
Village,"  by  the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Gibbs. 

Dry  Fly. 


THE  GREAT  EXHIBITION  AT  PARIS. 


MESSRS.  ALLCOCK  AND  CO.'S  EXHIBIT. 

Undee  the  above  heading,  in  last  week's  issue 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  we  said :  "  Messrs.  S. 
Allcock  and  Co.,  the  large  wholesale  fishing  tackle 
manufacturers,  of  Standard  Works,  Redditch, 
have  just  sent  a  very  handsome  case  to  the  Paris 
Exhibition,  an  illustration  of  which  we  here 
reproduce.  The  case  is  built  somewhat  after  the 
French  model,  with  fluted  columns  and  Corin- 
thian capitals.  It  is  mahogany,  ebonised  and 
relieved  by  gilt  and  burnished  mouldings.  On 
the  base  are  large  gilt  representations  of  the 
various  medals  received  at  numerous  Inter- 
national exhibitions.  The  case  itself  is  about 
8ft.  by  7ft.  and  about  16ft.  high.   At  the  top  are 


two  carvea  wooden  gilt  representations  of  the 
trade  mark,  i.e.,  the  Stag,  and  on  either  side  two 
large  tridents.  The  whole  of  the  interior  of  the 
case  is  creamish  white,  a  very  happy  contrast  to 
the  exterior.  The  case  contains  a  magnificent 
exhibit  of  every  kind  of  modern  fishing  tackle  for 
either  game,  coarse,  or  sea  fishing.'' 


THE  SEASON  UP  TO  DATE. 


April  brings  with  it  the  second  migration  of 
the  season's  fish.  The  spent  fish  which  went 
down  with  the  December  and  early  January 
floods,  having  now  recovered  after  a  few  months 
in  the  briny,  commence  running  up  in  the 
wake  of  the  earlier  spring  fish,  which  are  generally 
the  grilse  of  last  year.  Last  year's  grilse  of  51b., 
61b.,  and  71b.  are  this  year's  spring  fish  of  61b., 
71b.,  and  8lb. ;  and  last  year's  salmon  of  the  latter 
weights  form  the  bulk  of  the  later  spring  migra- 
tion, which  commences  with  April  and  continues 
on  to  the  middle  of  May  on  the  Tay,  Dee,  Spey, 
and  the  majority  of  Scotch  waters  which  boast  of 
a  spring  run  of  fish.  The  second  migration  ai"e, 
no  doubt,  a  mixed  lot  as  regards  both  weight  and 
age,  much  more  so  than  the  fish  of  the  early 
spring  run,  which  are  more  uniform  in  size  and 
quality  than  the  later  fish.  The  migrations  are 
somewhat  puzzling  to  the  uninitiated,  as  all  rivers 
do  not  have  them  alike,  nor  exactly  at  the  same 
time.  However,  the  second  spring  migration  is 
well  defined,  and  the  netsmen  are  usually  certain 
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of  a  successful  season  when  there  is  a  good 
appearance  of  April  fish.  On  the  other  hand,  | 
many  of  the  short  spring  leases  run  out  with  I 
March,  and  accordingly  there  is  also  a  considerable  [ 
shifting  among  anglers,  so  that  it  is  a  very  \ 
appropriate  time  for  stock-taking  as  to  what  has  ' 
been  done,  and  of  forecasting  what  the  remainder  i 
of  the  spring  season  is  likely  to  yield  in  the  way  ; , 
of  successful  sport. 

The  first  noticeable  and  conspicuous  factor  in  ! 
the  past  spring  months  is  that  it  has  been  one  of 
snowstorms.    Since  the    middle   of  December 
there  have  been  eleven  distinct  snowstorms  in  the 
north  of  Scotland.    Some  of  these  followed  very  j 
rapidly  on  each  other,  and  in  other  instances  ( 
again  there  was  a  considerable  lapse  between  I  i 
them.    In  all,  eight  distinct  snowstorms  have 
been  encountered  by  the  anglers  on  the  Tay,  ' 
Loch  Tay,  the  Helmsdale,  and  far  north  streams  \ 
which  opened  in  January,  and  seven  of  these  ' 
have  had  to  be  faced  by  the  anglers  on  the  Dee,  i 
Spey,  Tweed,  and  other  streams  which  opened  | 
during  the  early  days  of  February. 

The  opening  day  on  the  Perthshire  system  was 
marred  by  a  terrific  bluster  of  hail,  snow,  wind, 
and  rain,  and  the  pools  on  the  Dee  on  the  opening  : 
morning  there  presented  one  solid  mass  of  block 
ice  from  source  to  mouth,  so  that  neither  line  nor 
net  could  be  worked,  and  for  the  second  time 
since  1881  not  a  single  fin  was  taken  from  the  I 
river  by  "  hook  or  crook,"  or  net  or  coble,  till  the 
second  day  of  the  season,  when  a  few  holes  were  i: 
by  herculean  means  made  here  and  there  in  the  ' 
ice.   In  fact,  the  most  severe  of  all  the  eleven  : 
storms  was  experienced  just  as  the  season  opened 
on  the  bulk  of  Scotch  waters,  about  Feb.  11, 
and  although  there  have  been  pretty  severe  snaps 
experienced  since,  anglers  have  not  been  swept 
off  the  water  in  the  same  wholesale  manner  as 
they  were  then. 

Considering  the  very  adverse  natui-e  of  the 
weather  as  a  whole,  the  spring  season  must  be 
pronounced,  as  far  as  it  has  gone,  to  have  been  a 
remarkably  good  one.    Certainly  there  are  some  | 
places  where,  as  yet,  only  a  few  fish  have  been  i 
got,  such   as  the   Spey,  Deveron,  and  Solway  1 
streams,  where,  in  the  words  of  our  river  reporter, 
"  angling  is  still  at  a  very  low  ebb,  and  scarcely 
anything  has  as  yet  been  done,"  and  other  places 
that  are  just  wakening  up,  as  it  were,  such  as  on 
the  Tweed  and  Teviot,  where  "  fairly  good  sport 
is  now  being  got,"  although  the  season  opened 
fully  two  months  ago.    But  if  these  places  are  ' 
backward  the  Dee,  Tay,  Helmsdale,  and  some  ] 
other  streams  have  fully  atoned  for  their  loss.  ;j 
In  spite  of  the  succession  of  storms  the  two  first  jl 
named  rivers  have  up  to  date  yielded  better  sport  i 
than  has  been  enjoyed  for  many  years  back,  and  || 
the  prospects  of  joys  to  come  have  not  been  so  ,1 
bright  during  the  past  decade  at  least.   Almost  '] 
every  angler  on  the  Tay  has  had  a  very  good 
early  spring  season.    The  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Bedford  have  been  killing  from  two  to  four  fish 
daily  during  the  past  three  weeks  on  the  famous 
Stobhall  water,  and  they  had  thirteen  fish  for  ) 
three  days'  fishing  during  the  past  week.    Mr.  j 
Geen,  London ;  Messrs.  Malloch,  Perth ;  Fenwick,  \] 
Scone  Palace;  Menzies,  Edinburgh,  have  done  I' 
famously,  and  three,  four,  and  five  fish  daily  have 
been  the  common  scores  recorded.   That  the  work 
of  the  syndicate  is  now  bearing  rich  fruit,  and  ' 
yielding  a  golden  harvest,  goes  without  saying,  | 
and  it  would  be  well  were  it  possible  to  adopt  ' 
their  model  scheme,  and  make  it  applicable  to  the 
country  generally. 

On  the  Dee  matters  have  been  much  brisker 
even  than  on  the  Tay.  True,  the  fish  are  smaller, 
but  then  there  have  been  more  of  them. 

The  river  was  well  stocked  right  into  the 
middle  reaches  on  the  opening  day,  thanks  to 
the  timely  and  necessary  early  January  floods. 
On  these  parts  sport  was  fast  and  fi^'ious  as  soon 
as  the  fi-esh  came  and  permitted  anglers  to  have 
full  scope.  But  it  was  only  on  the  lower  half  of 
the  river  that  anything  at  all  was  done.  The 
upper  half  was  a  blank  till  the  bulk  of  the  spring 
fish  could  move  into  the  pools,  which  they  did 
slowly,  on  account  of  the  heavy  waters  alternating 
with  hard  frosts  and  low  readings  of  the  thermo- 
meter generally.  It  was  only  the  other  day  that 
the  first  clean  fish  were  got  on  the  Royal  waters 
at  Balmoral,  when  two  beauties  were  grassed  by 
the  keepers,  and  despatched  to  the  Queen,  at 
Dublin  Castle.  Wherever  she  may  be  sojourning, 
the  first  fruits  of  the  season,  whether  salmon  or 
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TTOUse,  are  immediately  sent  straight  ofE  to  her 
juarters. 

On  the  Ballater  waters  some  thirteen  fish  were 
jecured  last  week,  where  the  bulk  of  the  early 
jpring  migration  is  just  beginning  to  make  itself 
felt.  But  on  one  or  twoof  themiddle  reaches  several 
of  the  anglers  h^ve  run  up  record  scores  of  over 
a  hundred  fish.  Capt.  Gaskell,  Mr.  Meikin,  Sir 
John  Gladstone,  and  others  have  been  eminently 
successful,  while  thirty,  forty,  and  fifty  fish  are 
not  uncommon  scores  to  single  rods  on  most 
aections  with  fairly  good  holding  pools. 

On  the  Don  fish  have  been  got  on  the  Alford 
i-eaches,  where  early  spring  salmon  have  not  been 
killed  during  the  past  dozen  years  and  more.  But 
for  aU  that  the  Don  has  not  yielded  sport  worth 
speaking  about,  and  on  many  fine  salmon  reaches 
not  a  single  fish  has  been  seen.  On  the  Helmsdale 
Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  had  a  brisk  time  of 
it  for  a  while,  and  now  Miss  RadclifE  is  doing 
likewise,  and  creeling  one,  two,  and  three  fish 
daily. 

There  have  been  some  rare  strokes  of  luck  and 
otherwise.  Mr.  RusseU  had  a  very  hard  time 
of  it  on  the  Glentana  water.  He  has  been 
anxious  for  years  back  to  get  a  rod  on  the 
Glentana  during  the  early  months.  His  chance 
came  this  year.  He  had  the  first  four  weeks 
at  £90  per  week,  and  for  the  first  three  of 
them  he  could  scarcely  get  a  line  out  for  frost  and 
snow,  and  when  he  did  so  the  fish  were  few  and 
far  between,  and  his  spring  score  was  not  hard  to 
count.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell  had 
a  month  on  the  little  water  of  Dess,  and  creeled 
thirty  fish  to  his  own  rod,  fourteen  of  which  he 
landed  in  one  day,  being  the  record  catch  of  his 
life,  for  he  has  hithertOjConsidered  himself  one  of 


Earl  of  Dalhousie,  Forfarshire,  are  strictly 
preserved,  and  fished  by  daily  ticket  at  38.,  boat 
included.  The  fishing  opens  in  May,  when  the 
Dundee  anglers'  season  commences. 


WORK  ON  A  TROUT  FARM. 
SPAWNING  THE  TROUT. 


By  AiiEViN. 

There  has  always  been  much  controversy  as 
to  when  the  close  season  for  fresh-water  trout 
should  begin  and  end  in  this  country,  and  the 
difference  of  opinion  is,  no  doubt,  due  to  the 
fact  that  their  spawning  season  varies  as  much 
as  four  or  five  months  for  different  districts. 

In  Loch  Leven,  for  instance,  the  trout  as  a  rule 
begin  to  spawn  early  in  October,  sometimes  even 
in  September  in  an  early  season,  and  the  heaviest 
run  of  fish  takes  place  about  the  end  of  October 
if  a  flood  comes  then,  or  early  in  November.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  are  streams  in  the  South  of 
England,  not  many  miles  from  London,  where 
the  trout  never  begin  to  spawn  before  the 
middle  of  January  and  finish  about  the  end  of 
February,  sometimes  even  as  late  as  the  middle 
of  March.  Where  the  trout  spawn  very  early 
the  season  is  often  prolonged  by  severe  frost 
setting  in,  but  in  the  late  districts  the  duration 
of  the  spawning  season  in  any  particular  stream 
will  last  generally  about  six  weeks,  and  in  a  warm, 
wet  season  it  will  even  be  as  short  as  four  weeks, 
the  time  depending  in  a  great  measure  on  the 
temperature. 

The  instances  quoted  are  perhaps  extreme  cases, 
and  the  difference  cannot  be  attributed  to  the 
strain   of   the   fish,   as    both  the  Fario  and 


A  Day's  Work, 


the  most  unlucky  of  unlucky  anglers.  This  is 
almost  as  good  as  the  stroke  of  luck  which  befell 
an  angler  on  the  Haughton  Arms  water  on  the 
Don  one  day  last  week.  More  from  a  freak  than 
anything  else,  he  took  it  in  his  head  to  fix  up  his 
salmon  rod  as  he  went  down  to  have  a  look  at  the 
water,  and  at  the  very  first  cast  he  made  a  beauty 
rose  to  his  fly  and  seized  it.  In  ten  minutes  or  so 
he  was  reeled  into  a  back-water  and  "  taUed," 
turning  the  scale  at  91b. 

But  strokes  of  luck  or  the  reverse  have  not  been 
confined  to  salmon.  On  the  Ythan  the  other  day 
an  angler  had  twenty  fish  averaging  fib.  each  in 
exactly  thirty  minutes,  and  although  he  fished  out 
the  rest  of  the  day  of  some  four  hours  he  never 
touched  a  single  fin.  G.  M. 


A  DAY'S  WORK. 


Me.  a.  Beattie,  Wallace  Tower  Hotel, 
Aberdeen,  is  one  of  the  most  expert  anglers  north 
of  the  Border.  He  has  fished  everywhere,  and 
for  everything.  His  last  exploit  was  to  grass 
three  salmon,  61b.,  6|lb.,  and  81b.,  on  a  mid  reach 
of  the  Dee  where  he  had  a  day's  leave.  He  is  a 
trout  angler  par  excellence,  and  prefers  the  fly  to 
all  other  lures.  This  is  only  a  specimen  of  an 
ordinary  "  day's  work,"  as  he  modestly  puts  it 
The  thirty  trout  shown  in  the  photo  were  taken 
from  the  Monekie  ponds,  which  supply  the  city  of 
Dundee  with  water,  and  are  stocked  with  Loch- 
levens.  The  catch  was  made  one  day  last  August, 
and  weighed  201b.  The  heaviest  fish  scaled  2^1b., 
and  he  had  four  or  five  others  about  2lb.  each. 
They  were  all  got  to  the  fly  (Milne,  Aberdeen),  as 
110  other  lure  is  permitted.  The  ponds  are 
•itnated  near  Dalhousie  Castle,  the  seat  of  the 


Levenensis  will  spawn  at  the  same  time  in  ithe 
same  district. 

These  remarks  do  not  apply  to  the  rainbow 
trout,  as  they  do  not  seem  to  have  a  definitely 
established  spawning  time  yet  in  this  country 
When  first  introduced  they  spawned  in  many 
districts  much  later  than  they  do  at  the  present 
time,  and  it  is  a  question  if  they  will  not  in  a  few 
years  spawn  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  early  as  our 
own  trout.  This  year,  at  the  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
Haslemere,  a  good  many  rainbow  trout  spawned 
in  January,  the  earliest  female  being  ready  on 
Jan.  5,  and  all  the  rainbows  were  several  weeks 
earlier  than  last  year. 

On  a  trout  farm  the  time  of  spawning  is  regu- 
lated to  a  certain  extent  by  artificial  feeding,  the 
stock  fish  being  kept  in  ponds  and  fed  regularly, 
At  Haslemere  it  is  found  that  the  earliest 
artificially  fed  fish  spawn  about  six  weeks  or  so 
earlier  than  they  do  in  the  same  district  in  ponds 
where  they  are  not  artificially  fed. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  how  the  trout 
ova  is  collected  at  the  Surrey  Trout  Farm :  In 
the  autumn,  immediately  before  the  earliest  fish 
are  expected  to  ripen,  the  stock  ponds  in  which 
they  have  been  kept  and  fed,  are  "  drawn,"  and 
the  fish  collected.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  doing 
this,  as  the  ponds  are  so  arranged  that  they  can 
be  completely  emptied.  The  fish  are  then  sorted 
and  divided  up  amongst  a  number  of  smaller 
ponds,  which  can  be  more  easily  "  dravm  "  than 
the  big  stock  ponds.  The  earliest  spawning  fish 
are  separated  as  far  as  possible  from  the  late  fish  to 
avoid  labour  in  frequently  overhauling  them,  and 
those  which  are  not  likely  to  spawn  for  some 
weeks,  or  even  months,  are  put  into  separate 
ponds.  This  also  spares  the  late  fish  the  handling 
entailed  by  frequently  examining  them. 


Each  of  the  small  ponds  has  a  screen  of  wire 
netting  in  a  wooden  frame  about  18in.  high, 
arranged  across  the  lower  end  of  the  pond,  and 
when  the-  fish  are  to  be  examined  the  water  is 
lowered  until  about  Gin.  or  more  of  this  screen  is 
above  water.  The  majority  of  the  fish  will  have 
collected  on  the  outlet  side  of  the  screen,  where 
the  pond  is  deepest,  and  the  few  fish  on  the  upper 
side  are  caught  with  hand  nets  and  placed  with 
the  other  fish  on  the  lower  side.  They  are  then 
examined  one  by  one,  the  unripe  ones  being  placed 
on  the  upper  side  of  the  screen,  and  the  ripe  ones 
in  deep  baths  fitted  with  covers,  each  bath  as  it 
is  filled  with  fish  being  taken  away  to  the  spawning 
house. 

The  spawning  house  is  a  building  with  a  brick 
tank  in  the  floor,  about  IBin.  deep,  through  which 
a  supply  of  spring  water  is  constantly  running. 
This  tank  is  divided  up  into  five  compartments  by 
screens,  and  the  ripe  fish  as  they  are  brought  to 
the  tank  are  separated,  males  from  females,  and 
placed  respectively  into  two  of  thecompartmente. 
After  all  the  fish  in  the  pond  have  been  examined 
and  the  ripe  fish  taken  to  the  spawning  house,  the 
pond  is  shut  up  and  allowed  to  fill  again. 

As  these  small  ponds  will  perhaps  contain  as 
much  as  a  ten  of  fish  each  it  is  no  light  task  to 
look  through  this  quantity  in  the  morning,  and 
have  the  fish  ready  for  spawning  in  the  afternoon. 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  distinguishing  the  cock 
from  the  hen  fish,  the  differences  being  very 
marked  at  this  season.  When  the  hen  fish  is  ripe, 
and  the  eggs  separated,  they  drop  in  a  mass  away 
from  the  vent  as  the  fish  is  held  up  by  the  tail. 
The  eggs  will  not  drop  to  this  extent  unless  the 
fish  is  quite  ripe. 

This  is  one  way  of  distinguishing  a  ripe  from 
an  unripe  hen  fish,  but  there  are  many  signs,  and 
an  expert  will  tell  a  ripe  fish  without  any  trouble. 
Should  there  be  any  doubt  about  the  matter  a 
slight  touch  on  the  belly  of  the  fish  will  show  at 
once  if  the  eggs  will  flow. 

To  return  to  the  spawning  house  and  the 
spawning.  The  operation  of  taking  the  eggs 
from  the  fish  is  carried  out  at  the  Haslemere 
Fishery  in  the  following  manner :  A  table  is 
placed  by  the  operator  astride  one  of  the  parti- 
tions in  the  spawning  house,  and  he  stands,  in 
indiarubber  knee  boots,  with  one  foot  in  each  of 
the  divisions  which  do  not  as  yet  contain  any  fish. 
A  hen  fish  is  then  taken  with  a  hand-net  from 
one  of  the  other  divisions,  where  they  were  placed 
when  they  were  brought  to  the  spawning  house, 
and  the  operator  takes  her  by  the  tail  with  his 
left  hand,  and  if  she  is  over,  say,  51b.,  he  tucks 
her  head  under  his  right  arm,  the  back  of  the 
fish  being  placed  against  his  chest  and  the 
tail  inclined  down  towards  the  empty  and  dry 
spawning  dish  which  has  btfen  placed  on  the 
table  in  front  of  him.  The  tail  of  the  fish  is  then 
bent  slightly  back,  and  a  very  little  pressure  put 
on  the  belly  of  the  fish  with  the  right  hand  thumb. 
The  eggs  will  flow  freely  into  the  dish  if  the  fish 
be  properly  ripe,  and  it  is  soon  emptied. 

Two  or  three  hen  fish  are  stripped  into  the 
same  dish,  and  the  mUt  is  taken  from  two  or 
three  males  in  much  tbe  same  way,  except  that 
the  pressure  is  put  on  the  fish  rather  lower  down, 
and  with  the  finger  and  thumb.  The  hen  fish  after 
spawning  are  dropped  into  the  water  in  the 
division  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  operator, 
and  the  cock  fish  into  the  division  on  the  left- 
hand  side. 

Directly  the  milt  has  been  added  to  the  eggs 
they  are  stirred  with  the  hand.  Up  to  this  point 
the  contents  of  the  dish  have  been  kept  as  free 
from  water  as  possible ;  but  now  sufficient  clean 
water  is  added  to  rather  more  than  cover  the 
eggs,  and  the  whole  is  then  stirred  again  and  put 
on  one  sidfe  for  the  eggs  to  absorb  the  milt,  wluch 
impregnates  the  eggs. 

The  eggs  are  soft  when  they  first  come  from 
the  fish,  and  are  in  a  state  of  suction  ready  to 
absorb  the  milt,  and  they  cling  to  each  other ; 
but  after  this  absorption  process  is  over  the  eggs 
feel  quite  hard,  and  if  one  be  dropped  oq  to  any- 
thing solid  from  a  height  of,  say,  4ft.,  it  will 
reboand  to  nearly  half  that  amount.  One  of 
the  secrets  of  successful  spawning  is  to  carry  out 
all  the  operations  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  the 
dish  containing  the  eggs,  milt,  and  water  should 
on  no  account  be  disturbed  until  the  eggs  have 
ceased  to  adhere  to  each  other,  which  will  be  in 
about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  in  spring  water 
at  a  temperature  of  50°  F. ;  but  after  this  they 
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should  be  at  once  rias^d  in  fresh  water  and  laid 
down  in  the  hafcchinar  boxes.  While  the  egEfs  are 
separating  the  spawned  fi?h  are  collected  in  the 
baths,  and  returned  to  their  summer  quarters  in 
the  big  stock  ponds. 

_  It  is  generally  supposed  that  a  female  trout  will 
give  lOXl  eggs  for  every  pound  it  weighs  and  this 
is  fairly  correct  if  the  fish  does  not  weigh  more 
than  3lb.  For  fish  over  this  weight  the  number 
of  eggs  per  pound  weight  of  fish  will  be  rather 
less,  and  this  becomes  even  more  marked  as  the 
fish  become  older.  A  very  old  fish  will  often  be 
a  hard  one  to  spawn,  as  the  eggs  will  not  flow 
freely,  and  the  percentage  impregnated  is  usually 
not  s )  good  as  in  the  eggs  from  yoang  but  mature 
fish. 


COPr  OP  THE   THAMES  CONSER 
VANCr  PERMIT  TO  PISH  FROM 
THAMES  WEIRS. 
(In  some  cases  local  permits  are  also  necessary, 
and  a  charge  is  made.) 
No.  of  permit 

Thames  Conservancy, 

Victoria  Embankment, 
E.G. 

of 

is  permitted  to  go  upon  the  following  weira  on 
the  river  Thames,  subject  to  the  conditions  on  the 
other  side,  during  the  year  190 

(Signed)  R.  Philipson, 

Secretary. 


Pinkhill  Weir 
EfDsham  Weir 
Kicg'8  Weir 
Osney  Weir 
Sandford  Weir 
Sutton  Weir 
Day's  Weir 
Crowmarah  Weir 
Cleeve  (appsr)  Weir 
Goring  Weir 
Whitchurch  Weir 
Mapledarbam  Weir 
Civeraham  Weir 

No. 


Ship^aVe  Weir 
Marsh  Weir 
Hambleien  Weir 
Marlow  Weir 
Bray  Weir 
Boveney  Weir 
Rimney  Weir 
Old  WiadsDr  Weir 
Bell  Weir 
Sbepperton  Weir 
Snnbnry  Weir 
Molesey  Weir 
Teddington  Weir 


Received  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  for  this 
permit. 

For  the  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames. 


Exd. 
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This  ticket  is  issued  subject  to  the  Thames 
Acts,  and  to  the  rules,  regulations,  and  bye-laws 
made  from  time  to  time  by  the  conservators  of 
the  river  Thames. 

This  ticket  is  not  transferable,  and  is  issued  to 
the  holder  to  go  on  the  weirs  between  6  a.m.  and 
an  hour  after  sunset  at  bis  own  risk,  the  conserva- 
toi-s  not  being  liable  for  any  accident. 

If  any  injury  to  or  interference  with  the  tackle 
or  the  paddles  of  the  weirs  be  committed,  the 
offender  will  be  liable  to  penalties,  and  to  the 
withdrawal  of  the  permission  granted  by  this 
ticket. 

This  permission  is  issued  subject  to  any 
existing  private  fishing  or  other  rights. 

If  froni  any  cause  whatever  it  shall  be  desirable, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  lock-keeper  having  control 
over  the  weir,  to  prevent  persons  going  on  such 
weir,  he  shall  refuse  admission  thereon  to  any 
ticket  holder,  reporting  the  same  without  delay 
to  the  conservators. 

The  holder,  before  going  upon  any  weir,  shall 
on  each  occasion  sign  his  name  in  a  book  kept  by 
the  nearest  Icck-keeper,  wtating  the  date  and  time 
of  his  visit,  and  shall  produce  his  ticket  when 
required  by  any  officer  of  the  c Dnservators. 

No  persons  shall  take  on  to  or  use  upon  any 
weir  more  than  one  rod  and  line. 

Holder's  signature 

PerniisBions  are  renewable  on  January  1  in  each 
year.  The  conservators  reserve  to  themselves  the 
right,  ut  any  time,  of  cancelling  or  reftising  to 
gruut  or  to  l  onew  any  ticket. 


THE  SWANS  AND  THE  SPAWN. 

TffK  Lord  Chamberlain,  on  the  application  of 
the  president  of  the  Thames  Angling  Fieservation 
Society,  has  consented  to  take  off  the  barren 
swans  between  Staines  and  Isle  worth  for  four 
weeks  from  April  17,  the  society  paying  all  the 
necessary  rx»Bt8  faV>out  t  U>). 


SOCIETY  OF  EXPERIMENTAL  FISH 
CULTURE. 


A  CONSIGNMENT  of  3000  rainbow  eggs  (S. 
irideus)  arrived  safely  at  the  Crystal  Palace  on 
Saturday  last.  The  eges  are  presented  by  Herr 
S.  Jaffe,  of  Osnabriick,  Hanover,  and  travelled  to 
the  Palace  with  a  lo?s  of  only  thirty-seven.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  they  are  taken  from  wild 
rainbow  trout,  and  are  a  beautiful  colour. 

Edgar  S.  Sheubsolb  (Curator). 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  members  of 
the  society  will  be  held  in  the  board-room  of  the 
Crystal  Palace  at  8  p.m.  on  Thursday,  April  26. 
Important  business  has  to  be  dealt  with,  and 
members  are  invited  to  be  present  and  bring 
friends  who  are  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
society.  None  but  fully  paid-up  members  will  be 
permitted  to  vote.      A.  Allison  (Hon.  Sec). 


SAN  FRANCISCO  FLY-CASTING 
CLUB. 


In  the  series  of  medal  contests  of  1900,  the 
third,  held  on  March  10  and  11,  in  respect  to 
weather  conditions  was  favoured  with  warm 
temperature  and  clear  sky,  with  a  variable  wind. 
The  judges  were  Messrs.  Skinner  and  Golcher. 
The  referee  was  Mr.  MuUer,  and  the  clerk  was 
Mr.  Crowell.  The  scores  made  on  the  first  day 
follow :  ^ 


Event 
No.  1, 
Distance, 
Feet 

Battn    80 

Brooks   90 

Crowell  79 

Edwards    78  6 

Golcher    115 

Mansfield   

Mocker    98 

Muller    93 

Reed   94 

Skinner   90 

Young    91  6 


Event 
No.  2, 
Accuracy, 
Per  Cent. 
.  84 
...  87.8 
...  71.4 
..  918 
.    89  4 
.    95  8 
,.  818 
...   87  8 
...  86 
..    82  8 
...  89 


The  events  on  the  second  day  were  as  follows. 

Battu    80    84  4 

Brooks   .    77    74  8 

Brotherton   95    86  8 


Crowell   71 

DaverkoB  n   103 

Everett  94 

P  .n  k .  77 

H  C.  G  .ich-r   114 

Hn'g  It    80 

Hiuftck   90 

Kiernift  ^  .,  65 

Klein    74 

MansSeld 

Mocker   94 

H  F.  Mull-r    95 

R9ed  89 
Sanboro  .65 

Stratton    80 

Turner   81  6 

Young    86 

Walker  

*31uhm   


82 
93 
63  4 
90 
85  4 

89  4 

76  4 
95 
774 
79.4 

90  8 

45  8 

81  8 
93 


their  way  along  the  early-thronged  thorough- 
fares. 

At  last  ive — for  I,  gentle  reader,  was  a  unit 
in  the  company — arrived  at  the  station,  from 
which  we  were  to  be  conveyed  by  the  iron  horse 
•o  a  lake  in  Kent,  which  lake  was  supposed  to 
hold  huge  quantities  of  pike. 

We  were  about  ten  minutes  late  in  starting,  but 
at  last  we  got  off  to  an  accompaniment  of  bursting 
fog-signals ;  but  the  pace  of  the  train  was  pretty 
good,  as  we  could  see  by  the  faint  glimmers  that 
shone  from  the  windows  of  the  houses  as  we 
scudded  by,  slightly  above  the  level  of  their  third 
floors.  And  so  we  steamed  merrily  along  until 
two-thirds  of  our  journey  had  been  accomplished, 
when  the  fog  had  disappeared,  and  the  sun  gave 
indications  that  it  intended  to  have  something 
to  do  with  the  weather  arrangements  of  the 
day. 

We  were  now  well  into  Kent,  and  the  slacken- 
ing speed  of  the  engine  warned  us  that  we 
were  arriving  at  the  station  where  we  had  to 
change  lines  to  be  conveyed  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  fishing  grounds.  In  another  half  hour 
we  were  upon  the  lake  store,  where  we  found  the 
promised  punt  which  was  to  convey  us  to  the 
deeps  where  the  pike  abounded.  "  All  aboard," 
and  securely  fixed,  we  proceeded  to  adjust  onr 
tackle.  My  two  companions,  Messrs.  Taylor  and 
Coggin,  elected  to  fish  with  the  float  and  snap, 
while  I  took  the  inshore  part  with  the  pater- 
noster.  Almost  before  my  tackle  was  ready  my 
two  friends  had  a  run  each,  and  I,  the 
unemployed,  was  soon  busy  with  the  landing  net, 


 Event  No. 

Aoc.  Del. 
Pel-  Cent.  Per  Cent. 


91.4 

85  8 

90  4 

92  4 

90 

93:.  4 

88 

908 

90 

89 

93.4 


60  10 

58  4 

63.4 

68  4 

75 

80 

69.2 

70 

70 

73  4 

72.6 


3,  

Net. 
Per  Cent. 
76  1 
72 

76.10 

77.10 

82.6 

868 

78.7 

80.4 

80 

81.2 

82.11 


Event 

No.  4, 

Lure 
Casting  Per  Cent. 

  79.1 

  68 

  56 

  74 


82  4 
49.4 

70.4 


There  was  a  west  wind  and  perfect  weather  : 


94  8 

86  4 
89 
81 

87  4 
93  4 
68  4 

89  8 
85 

88  4 
59  4 
88 
96  8 
90.8 
?2  4 
80 

76.4 

90  4 

95 


76  8 
66  10 
75.10 

69  2 
68  4 
75 
718 

77  6 
72  6 
68  4 
66.8 
65 
842 
70 
86 
57.6 

70  10 
75 
71.8 


85.8    64 

76  3    66 

82  5    86  2-5 


75.1 
77.10 
64  2 
70 
83  7 
78  9 
78  4 
63 
76  6 
90  5 
80.4 
86  2 
68  9 

73  7 

82  8 

83  4 


61 


46 

89  1-5 
63  2-5 


59  2-5 


*  Guest. 


  50 

  88  2-5 

— Forest  and  Stream, 


[Here  again  no  lebgth  of  rod  is  mentioned. 
We  believe  they  are  limited  to  lift,  and  under  — 

Ed.  F.G.] 


A  GOOD  DAY  WITH  THE  PIKE. 


^  To  commence  with,  in  the  language  of  the  late 
G.  P.  R.  James,  "Three  travellers  might  have 
been  seen  in  the  interior  of  a  mile-and-a-half-an- 
hour-growler  as  it  proceeded,  on  March  5  last.  City- 
wards, to  one  of  the  principal  railway  stations  in 
the  heart  of  London.  Upon  the  roof  of  the  cab 
were  placed  the  usual  adjuncts  which  are  con- 
sidered necessary  for  a  successful  day's  pike 
fishing,  while  inside  the  vehicle,  carefully  guarded 
by  the  oldest  member  of  the  trio,  stood  an 
unusually  roomy  bait-can,  which  contained  four 
dozen  very  lively  Thames  dace  that  were  destined 
to  play  an  important  part  in  the  coming  day's 
work. 

The  slow  rate  at  which  the  growler  travelled 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  a  dense  fog  had,  during 
the  night,  completely  enveloped  the  huge  wilder- 
ness oi  the  world's  capital ;  and  so  thick  was  it, 
that  pedestrians,  whose  avocations  called  them 
Citywards,  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  making 


to  get  the  two  fish  into  the  punt,  and  to  give  them 
their  quietus  by  a  tap  on  the  head  with  my  pike 
gag.  On  being  placed  upon  the  steelyard,  the 
larger  fish  was  found  to  go  just  over  (>lb. ;  but  the 
other  did  not  weigh  31b.,  so,  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  proprietor,  that  was  returned 
to  the  water.  The  lines  were  again  baited ;  but 
once  more  before  I  could  get  my  paternoster  to 
work  Taylor  called  for  the  net,  and  this  time  for 
a  good  fish,  which  took  at  least  ten  minutes  to 
get  in ;  his  weight  proved  to  be  91b.  5oz.  Then  a 
period  of  quietude  set  in,  and  I  was  able  to  work 
the  weeds  on  my  right  hand;  but  again  the  call 
came  from  Taylor  for  help  in  the  landing  of  a 
scrii)er  that  had  to  be  returned.  Then  I  had  a 
look  in  with  a  fish  of  71b.,  that  came  for  the  bait 
just  as  I  lifted  it  gently  I'rom  the  bottom.  Before 
I  could  resume  the  call  came  from  Coggin,  who 
was  well  into  a  nice  fish  that  led  him  a  merry 
dance  all  over  the  place;  but  at  last  he  gave 
in,  and  was  drawn  at  express  speed  to  the  punt 
side  for  landing.  Again  and  again  did  the  runs 
come — one  after  another — till  at  last  we  decided 
to  go  "  odd  man  "  for  "  lander  "  or  "  gaffer,"  when 
the  lot  fell  upon  the  write  *,  and  from  henceforth 
during  that  day,  like  the  American  who  was  hit  in 
the  al>domen  oy  the  chunk  of  old  red  sandstone. 
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fiURBERRYS'  WEATHERPROOFS. 


GABARDINE 


COMBINATIONS  (Patent) 

Proof 


m 

.2 
'S 

bo 


RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 
HOT  and  COLD  WINDS, 
THORNS,  and  FISH -HOOKS. 


It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  Fiigfily  of  the  advantages 
of  GABARDINE,  its  weatherproof  qualities  are  incon- 
testable; it  will  keep  out  drenching  and  continuous  rain 
without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  being  as 
porous  to  the  exhalations  of  the  body  as  ordinary  cloth, 
so  that  it  may  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest,  wet  or 
fine  weather  with  equal  comfort. 


THE  BUBBEBB7  SUIT. 

Gabardine  or  Rainproof  Tweeds. 
Coat,  63/-  Breeches,  42/- 


The  "  BURBERRY  "  Coat. 

Embodies  all  essentials  for  Freeness  in 
action  and  convenience,  with  a  smart  and 
workmanlike  appearance. 

The  balance  is  perfect,  the  weight 
being  evenly  distributed  between  the 
anatomical  parts  of  a  man  adapted  for 
weight-carrying.  The  shoulders  and  arms 
are  relieved  of  all  strain,  and  expand- 
ing pleats  at  back  and  front  add  inches 
to  the  width  when  "  opening  out "  the 
shoulders. 


The  SLIP-ON 

Is  an  example  of  skill  in  designing  for 
freedom  an  overcoat. 

Can  be  worn  in  roughest  weather,  afford- 
ing protection  for  hours  in  continuous 
downpours  of  rain. 

It  is  the  only  overcoat  which  gives 
absolutely  free  play  to  the  arms. 

Protects  the  knees,  when  seated,  like  a 
rug. 

Eolls  into  very  small  compass,  and  is 
very  light  and  convenient  for  carrying. 


i.4 

THE  SLIF-OZr. 

Gabardine  Combine,  63/* 
Rainproof  Coatings,  63  '-  &  84/* 


BURBERRYS, 


30,    Haymarket,  LONDON, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


("the  subsequent  proceedings  interested  me  no 
(more"  till  lunch  time.    Fish  after  fish  came  in 
very  fast,  so  that  up  to  2  p.m.  we  had  no  time  to 
lidminister  comfort  to  the  inner  man,  so  keen  was 
Ithe  Englishman's  proverbial   desire  "  to  kill." 
iFirst  Coggin,  and  then  Taylor,  called,  so  that  by 
I  the  time  each  captured  pike  had  been  attended  to, 
lind  made  comfortable,  my  services  were  again 
I  requisitioned.    Many  of  the  captured  ones  had  to 
'be  returned  as  being  under  weight,  and  a  few 
iwere  lost  by  smashing  up,  or  by  the  hooks  giving 
way;  but,  as  a  rule,  we  were  pretty  fortunate  in 
our  work.    At  2  p.m.  we  were  favoured  by  a  visit 
from  the  squire,  who  was  accompanied  by  his 
keeper,  just  at  the  moment  that  Coggin  was  fast 
into  a  good  one.    For  some  time  the  fish  bored, 
and  could  not  be  persuaded  to  move  from  his 
fortress  near  the  bed  of  weeds ;  but  at  last,  with 
a  desperate  rush,  the  big  pike  made  for  the  weeds, 
which  the  trusty  line  cut  like  a  knife.  Pressure 
was  put  upon  him,  and  once  more  he  consented  to 
do  battle  in  the  open ;  but  his  last  chance  was 
gone,  for  in  about  fifteen  minutes  he  succumbed 
after    a    stubborn    and    gallant    fight ;  151b. 
6oz.    was    the    weight    registered    upon  the 
balance.    "Well   played,    indeed,    sir,"  cried 
the    squire   aa   we   pushed   ashore   to  offer 
our  thanks,  and  to  receive  their  congratulations. 
This  fish  turned  out  to  be  the  largest  taken 
during  the  day.    The  squire  looked  over  our  take, 
to  see  that  we  had  not  infringed  his  rule,  and, 
after  a  short  chat,  wished  us  further  "  good 
luck,"  and  departed,  leaving  the  keeper  with  us. 
Lunch  was  then  partaken  of,  to  which  we  did 
ample  justice.    The  keeper  soon  became  com- 
municative, and  reeled  out  story  after  stoi-y,  for 
which  I  have  not  space.    Yet  one  I  would  fain 
relate.   "A  gentleman  came  down  a  few  weeks 
ago,"  said  he,  "  and  brought  a  beautiful  collie 
dog  with  him.    As  he  did  not  wish  to  take  him  in 
the  punt,  be  requested  me  to  tie  him  up  by  means  of 
a  length  of  rope  to  a  tree,  so  that  the  dog  could 
see  his  master.   The  angler  soon  became  busy, 
and  thought  no  more  of  the  dog  until  he  was 
punting  to  the  landing  stage.  You  may  guess  his 


surprise  to  find  that  the  dog  had  dis2,ppeared,  and 
that  a  miscellaneous  herd  of  cattle,  consisting  of 
one  hundred  cows,  sheep,  and  a  few  goats,  stood 
on  the  lake-shore,  apparently  anxious  for  him  to 
land.  The  faithful  dog  had  gnawed  through  the 
strands  of  the  rope,  and,  true  to  his  instincts,  had 
gone  round  for  miles  and  collected  every  head  of 
cattle  that  he  could  find,  and  had  driven  them  to 
the  lake  for  his  master.  About  100yds.  to  the 
rear  stood  the  collie,  awaiting  the  advent  of  the 
surprised  angler,  and,  no  doubt,  expecting  praise 
for  the  unexpected  present  of  cattle.  Fortu- 
nately none  were  missing,  as  all  effected  a  safe 
return  to  their  farms.  The  gentleman  wrote  to 
the  squire  and  explained,  and  nothing  more  was 
heard  of  the  matter."  Once  more  we  punted 
out  into  the  lake,  Taylor  being  odd  man,  when  it 
was  my  fortune  to  take  four  decent  fish,  but 
nothing  exceeded  the  15-pounder.  At  5  p.m.  the 
keeper  called,  to  take  us  to  the  station,  and 
obliged  us  with  the  loan  of  a  sack  to  convey 
the  pike  home.  At  the  village  inn  we  stopped  for  re- 
freshment, when  the  population  gathered  to  witness 
the  result  of  the  day's  sport.  We  were  informed 
afterwards  that  the  catch  was  the  universal  topic 
of  conversation  for  about  a  fortnight,  and  that  it 
will  never  be  forgotten.  We  caught  our  train, 
but  it  was  somewhat  late  at  the  terminus,  owing 
to  the  fog,  which  had  hung  on  the  entire  day. 
Five  days  afterwards  the  photographs  of  the 
group,  taken  by  Coggin,  were  out ;  but  the  two 
largest  fish  were  not  represented,  as  they  had 
been  sent  to  the  piscatorial  Rachel,  to  be  made 
"  beautiful  for  ever."  In  all  we  took  home  twenty 
pike,  nine  wei-e  returned,  and  five  escaped,  or 
smashed  us.  The  total  weight  of  the  twenty  fish 
was  1171b.  and  a  few  ounces.  We  used  up  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  four  dozen  dace,  five  only  of  the 
batch  having  their  liberty  given  to  them  at  the 
close  of  the  day.  Stramt  Hat. 
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THE  HARVEST  OF  THE  SEA. 


Some  years  ago  Punch  depicted  Father  Neptune 
up  to  his  knees  in  "  Old  Ocean,"  while  all  around 
played  members  of  the  finney  tribe,  or  "denizens 
of  the  deep,"  as  the  alliterative  compiler  of  the 
Morning  Advertiser  contents  bill  would  write.  Sir 
John  Tenniel's  wonderful  pencil  brought  home  tc 
us  that  the  sea,  like  Mother  Earth,  bountifully  pro- 
vides  for  the  human  family.  But  the  "  Harvest 
of  the  Sea  "  must  not  be  spoiled  by  steam  trawlers 
or  poisonous  sewage.  How  bountiful  is  "  the' 
harvest  of  the  sea,"  even  in  these  days  when  men 
do  much  to  minimise  the  goodness  of  the  Creator, 
is  shown  by  the  newly  issued  "  Fishery  Retunis  ' 
— valuable  documents  full  of  "  fax  and  figgers." 

During  1899  the  total  value  of  the  fish  landed 
in  the  United  Kingdom  was  nearly  nine  and  a 
half  millions  sterling,  and  nearly  half  of  this 
value  was  made  up  by  the  democratic  haddock 
and  the  harmless,  necessary  herring.  "There 
are  three  things  which  can  be  bought  for  a  penny 
each,  and  each  one  would  be  cheap  at  a 
once  remarked  an  eminent  physician, 
on  to  eloquently  describe  the  food 
an  orange,  an  egg,  and  a 
rather  think  he  put  the  herring 
first.  There  can  be  no  doubts  about  the 
value  of  a  herring.  Charles  Dickens  once 
declared  that  only  a  London  cabman  could  cook 
a  herring  properly.  I  suppose  if  you  suddenly 
button-holed  "  the  man  in  the  street,"  and  asked 
which  fish  has  the  greatest  sale,  the  answer  would 
undoubtedly  be,  "  Herrings  ! "  Poetry  has  had 
much  to  do  .with  the  popularity  of  this  fish.  "  Buy 
my  Caller  Herrin',"  and  "  Herrings  are  in  the 
Bay,"  are  songs  known  the  wide  world  over.  Ae 
a  matter  of  fact,  however,  haddocks  come  in  an 
easy  first.  There  were  2,646.000cwt.  of  haddocks 
landed  on  the  English  and  Welsh  coasts  last  year< 
a  total  which  exceeded  the  herrings  by  300,000cwt. 
Herrings  come  after  haddocks,  plaice  follows, 
then  comes  cod,  mackerel  bulking  large  among 
what  have  been  called  "  democratic  fish."  Of 
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sprats  a  very  large  number  are  consumed,  but  the 
weight  is  not  astounding ;  probably  if  every  little 
sprat  had  been  counted  the  number  would  look 
appalling.  Soles,  briU,  turbot,  and  other  prime 
fish  totalled  altogether  211,000cwt.  last  year,  a  by 
no  means  "grand"  total,  and  rather  going  to 
show  that  the  bulk  of  the  population  had  but 
little  of  such  luxuries. 

Oysters  are  not  now,  alas !  counted  by  the 
hundred.  They  are  so  precious  that  their  census 
is  taken  by  the  dozen,  indeed  by  the  individual 
unit.  During  1899  some  39,000,000  oysters  were 
sold.  The  number  of  buttered  brown  rolls  and 
pints  of  porter  which  "went  with"  the  most 
popular  of  all  shell  fish  this  deponent  knoweth 
not.  By  the  way,  I  wonder  how  many  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  have  seen  that  wonderful 
picture,  "  The  First  Oyster."  It  is  "  a  study  in 
expression which  only  a  Darwin  could  properly 
describe.  Lobsters,  as  well  as  oysters,  are,  alas  ! 
growing  scarce.  Last  year  they  totalled  up  to 
some  790  odd  thousand.  There  was  once  a  learned 
savant  who  found  his  way  into  a  lunatic  asylum. 
Much  learning  had  made  him  mad.  One  day  he 
was  discovered  boiling  fleas  to  see  if  they  would 
turn  red.  Finding  they  still  retained  their  brown 
jackets,  he  threw  them  away  with  disgust,  ex- 
claiming :  "  Bless  their  eyes,  they're  not  lobsters  ! " 
No,  they  are  not,  I  wish  they  were,  Margate  would 
then  have  more  attractions  for  me. 

The  Fisheries  Report  shows  that  the  east 
coast  still  retains  its  pre-eminence  as  the  great 


fishing  ground  of  England  and  Wales.  The 
south  coast  takes  the  prize  for  mackerel,  and  the 
west  coast  is  also  a  favourite  resort  for  that  fish. 
The  east  coast  furnished  during  1899  over  two 
and  a  half  million  hundredweights  of  the  ever- 
popular  haddock.  On  the  east  coast  fishermen  do 
best  in  October ;  in  January  fishing  there  is  "  bad 
biz."  On  the  south  coast  May  is  a  smiling 
month  for  fisher  folk,  who  are  very  glad  that 
February  is  the  shortest  month  in  the  year. 

In  gathering  in  "  The  Harvest  of  the  Sea  "  no 
less  than  41,42 1-  persons  are  employed  in  England 
and  Wales.  Hard  work,  dangerous  work,  are 
these  sturdy  folk  engaged  in,  and  well  do  they 
earn  all  they  get.  Their  labours  help  to  make 
prosperous  many  a  thriving  town.  Grimsby 
dealt  last  year  with  1, 869,000c wt.  of  fish;  Hull 
came  next  with  l,200,000cwt. ;  and  Lowestoft 
just  over  1 ,000,000cwt.  Yarmouth  shows  a  sad 
falling  olf  from  its  former  greatness.  But  efforts 
are  being  made  to  improve  the  fishing  fleet,  and 
Yarmouth,  like  other  towns,  will  soon  be  "  looking 
up." 

A  cheer  for  the  farmer,  who  to-day  cm  proudly  boast 
Of  the  harvest  ho  has  gathered  from  the  ground, 

And  a  cbeer  for  the  fishprmen,  who  all  along  our  coast 
Have  "  food  for  the  million  "  daily  found. 

•Mid  danger  and  storm  doth  the  fisher  ply  his  trade 
(Such  men  have  made  arjd  k^ep  our  England  free  !), 

Of  their  bones  are  the  pavements  of  onr  ocean's  graveyard 
made, 

Brave  men  who  garner  "  Harvest  of  the  Sea." 

X. 
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department!)  of  llteriitur*  i  a.D  he  had  of  Hampnon  Low,  Mamton 
»nd  Co.,  Limited,  8t,  DuMtan'a  Houne,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


BABBLINGS   OF   AN  ANCIENT 
ANGLER. 


Having  reached  "the  sere  and  yeUow"  or 
reminiscent  age,  I  have  asked  permission  to 
"  babble  "  for  a  while  in  the  pages  of  our  trusty 
and  well-beloved  F.  G.,  and  relate  a  few  of  the 
experiences  of  an  angler  of  forty  years,  and, 
though  some  of  my  remarks  may  be  deemed  to  be 
of  a  somewhat  "  chestnut "  character,  yet  they 
shall  be  veracious  to  a  degree.  In  any  but  an 
angling  or  golf  paper  this  promise  would  be 
deemed  superfluous,  but  the  vulgar  or  unin- 
structed  world,  who  are  not  anglers,  have,  through 
constant  reiteration,  become  so  imbued  with  the 
idea  that  the  angler's  principal  characteristic  is 
his  lavish  imagination,  that  the  remark  may, 
perhaps,  be  pardoned.  It  has  even  been  hinted  to 
me  that  a  celebrated  writer  of  old,  whose  works 
are  not  sufficiently  read  or  appreciated,  was 
referring  particularly  to  anglei-s  when  he  made  a 
hasty  remark  of  a  generalising  character  in 
reference  to  a  noticeable  want  of  veracity  that 
prevailed  in  his  day.  There  may  be  among  the 
thousands  of  anglers  that  now  exist  (I  don't  say 
there  are)  one  or  two,  who,  under  circumstances 
of  extreme  temptation,  may  have  added  a  coat  of 
paint  to  the  lily,  or  a  film  of  gilding  to  refined 
gold,  but  it  is  no  comfort  to  us  under  these 
circumstances  to  hear  such  remarks  as  "All 
anglers  are  liars,  but  golfers — oh,  lor!"  We  are 
not  concerned  to  combat  the  latter  half  of  the 
statement,  but  the  first  is  distinctively  offensive. 
Then,  again,  how  annoying  it  is,  after  recounting 
a  few  fisliing  experiences,  to  hear  the  remark  that 
"  Ananias  was  a  distinctly  over-rated  man,"  or  to 
be  asked  to  "  Please  pass  the  salt !  "  The  big  fish 
that  are  so  often  lost  and  talked  about,  are 
supposed  to  be  evidence  of  untruthfulness  on  the 
part  of  the  angler,  but  really  prove  him  to  be  a 
modest  and  truthful  man.  Modesty  is  proved  by 
his  confession  of  defeat,  and,  prima  facie,  truth- 
fulness by  his  account  of  the  big  fish  that  was 
lost ;  as,  what  more  likely  than  that  large  fish 
should  break  fine  tackle,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
what  less  likely  than  a  purposeless  confession  of 
failure  on  the  part  of  an  untruthful  man  ? 

Having  sufficiently  vindicated  anglers  generally 
and  myself  in  particular,  I  may  leave  this  painful 
subject  and  indulge  in  a  few  fishing  remini- 
scences. 

The  first  written  record  I  have  of  the  capture  of 
a  trout  with  rod  and  line  is  contained  in  a  letter  I 
wrote  to  "  my  dear  mamma  "  from  Fordrington, 
near  Dorchester,  in  1862  or  1863.  Well  do  I 
remember  trudging  off  with  the  rod  on  my 
shoulder,  kindly  rigged  up  by  some  senior,  my 
younger  brother  by  my  side  with  a  landing  net 
and  bottle,  in  search  of  minnows,  for  though  he 
would  catch  fifty  to  my  one,  yet  the  glory  was 
mine,  for  was  I  not  fishing  as  a  true  sportsman 
should  ?  It  was  upon  one  of  these  excursions 
that  a  larger  "  minnow "  with  spotted  sides 
allowed  itself  to  be  caught,  and,  when  taken  home 
in  the  bottle,  was  pronounced  to  be  a  trout !  Oh, 
the  glory  of  it ! 

My  first  carp  was  also  a  source  of  unalloyed 
happiness.  Staying  for  my  midsummer  holidays 
at  a  farm  at  Burgess  Hill,  I  discovered  a  pretty 
little  pond  almost  covered  by  "  pot  lids  "  (water 
lilies),  and,  seeing  that  it  contained  fish,  I,  with- 
out any  tedious  and  uncertain  formalities,  fished 
in  it  daily,  and  caught  small  rudd  on  paste. 
These  fish  had  the  habit  of  ceasing  to  bite  from 
about  1.30  to  3.30,  and  upon  one  occasion,  finding 
time  hang  heavily,  the  thought  occurred,  "  What 
more  interesting  than  a  bonfire  ?  "  But  alas  1  an 
unsympathetic  man  drove  me  from  the  spot  with 
pain  and  ignominy.  The  following  morning  saw 
a  little  boy  at  the  door  of  the  riparian  owner  with 
humble  mien  and  suppliant  air,  requesting  the 
favour  of  a  day's  fishing,  which  was  granted, 
though  he  feared  it  would  not  be,  as  his  flask  of 
lime  juice  leaked,  and  spotted  the  immaculate 
flight  of  stone  steps  from  the  bottom  to 
the  top,  where  he  tremblingly  awaited  his 
fate.  This  was  the  day  of  the  carp  cap- 
ture. The  rudd  had  ceased  from  biting,  and 
the  young  angler,  with  sublime  confidence,  had 
after  many  failures  made  his  float  sit  upright 
among  the  lily  leaves.  Many  anxious  glances 
were  cast  in  its  direction,  when  suddenly  it 
vanished  without  warning,  and  after  a  long, 
strong  pull,  a  yellowish,  bronzy  looking  fish  "  of 


immense  size,"  with  big  scales  gleaming  in  the 
sun,  was  flopping  about  on  the  bank.  There  was 
"no  one  more  surprised  than  the  striker,"  and 
immediately  away  he  ran  to  the  farm,  where  the 
fish  was  put  into  water  "  for  the  pater  to  see  when 
he  came  up."  In  the  light  of  present  experience, 
I  should  think  the  carp  might  have  weighed  lib., 
so  the  tackle  must  have  been  fairly  strong  in 
those  days. 

When  a  lad,  it  was  an  annual  custom  of  mine 
to  make  up  a  party  of  kindred  spirits  and  go 
fishing  on  Good  Friday.  On  one  well  remembered 
occasion  a  party  of  about  eight  of  us  took  ti'ain  to 
Haywards  Heath,  and,  without  asking  permission, 
commenced  fishing  in  a  piece  of  water  near  the 
station  called  "  Turner's  Pond."  As  might  hav^ 
been  expected,  we  were  ordered  off.  We  thet 
hunted  around  the  country  until  we  founi 
another  pond,  where  we  fished  with  but  indiffereni 
luck.  On  a  small  island,  near  the  middle  of  thii 
pond,  we  could  see  most  temptingly  displayed  i 
moorhen's  nest  with  about  eight  brown  spotted 
eggs,  and,  as  fish  were  scarce,  I  thought  we  would 
have  eggs.  Removing  some  of  my  clothing  1 
waded  in,  but  finding  the  water  deeper  than  t. 
expected,  returned  with  wet  and  draggled  tail  to 
land  minus  the  coveted  eggs,  but  plus  a  larga^ 
quantity  of  chaff.  Chaff  has  a  peculiar  influence 
upon  the  boyish  mind.  My  draggled  plumage 
was  discarded,  and  I  entered  the  water  in  puris 
naturalibus,  and  found  it,  oh,  so  wet  and  cold ! 
The  eggs  were  secured,  and  on  nearing  the  steep 
bank,  the  nest  was  wrapped  around  them  and 
tossed  on  shore  to  a  companion,  when,  to  my 
horror,  I  found  myself,  with  the  water  nearly  up 
to  my  neck,  stuck  fast  in  the  mud,  and  every 
instant  slowly  sinking  lower.  I  really  believe  the 
boys  on  the  bank  were  more  frightened  than  I 
was,  as  I  failed  to  fully  realise  my  dangerous 
position,  and,  though  the  idea  of  death  did  not 
present  itself,  I  simply  thought  I  should  never  get 
out  of  the  mud.  This  fact  helps  me  to  believe  and 
hope  that  persons  with  death  staring  them  in  the 
face  do  not  suffer  so  much  as  is  supposed. 

The  senior  boy  of  the  party  had  a  happy 
thought.  He  climbed  out  on  one  of  the  branches 
that  overhung  the  water,  which  by  his  weight  was 
bent  down  to  me.  I  eagerly  seized  it,  and,  when 
I  had  hold  of  a  fairly  substantial  limb,  my  friend 
got  back  on  the  bank,  and  I  was  dragged  from 
the  mud.  When  safe  on  shore,  all  the  fellows 
groomed  me  with  their  handkerchiefs,  and  to 
prevent  me  getting  a  chill,  the  same  senior  boy 
made  me  swallow  the  contents  of  all  the  flasks 
that  could  be  mustered.  We  then  concluded 
that,  as  the  water  had  been  disturbed,  we  would 
go  farther  afield.  The  eggs  were  safe  in  my 
creel  with  my  lunch  and  lines,  but  fate  ordained 
that  the  trophies  obtained  at  such  a  cost  should 
never  adorn  my  collection.  I  fell  in  a  dry  ditch 
and  smashed  the  lot.  My  lunch  looked  like  a 
very  underdone  sandwich-omelette,  my  lines 
looked — beastly ! 

On  another  Good  Friday  trip,  one  of  my  friends 
got  his  line  terribly  tangled  among  the  branches 
of  an  oak  tree,  but,  instead  of  losing  his  temper,  he 
said,  as  he  gazed  aloft,  "Hum — capital  illustration 
of  angling  'in  all  its  branches.'"  I  thought  it 
funny  at  the  time,  but  have  been  since  informed 
that  the  tree  must  have  been  a  chestnut  tree. 

Schoolboy  days  have,  alas,  long  passed  away, 
though  with  the  passing  years  the  love  for  the 
sport  of  angling  has  only  increased.  I,  in  common 
with  Mr.  Jardine,  have  taken  my  "  Union  Jack," 
as,  when'EsEing  near  Horsham  with  a  friend,  in  a 
mill  pool  now  ruined  by  sewage,  I  hooked  a  good 
pike,  which,  after  a  struggle,  bit  through  my 
trace  and  got  away  with  my  "  Pennell's  snap."  1 
should  explain  that  I  did  not  notice  the  run  until  ^ 
the  fish  had  gone  a  long  distance.  Some  two-i 
hours  after  this  my  friend  and  I,  who  were  within 
12ft.  of  one  another,  missed  our  floats  almost 
simultaneously.  We  both  struck,  and  found  w«  j 
had  hooked  the  same  fish,  which,  when  landed, ' 
proved  to  be  a  101b.  pike,  and,  when  opened,  my 
"  Pennell's  snap  "  was  found  in  his  stomach.  It 
is  often  said  that  fishing  is  a  cruel  pastime,  as  the 
fish  suffer  greatly  to  afford  the  so-called  "  sport." 
This  pike,  with  three  large  hooks  in  its  stomach, 
suffered  so  little  that  its  appetite  was  in  no  way 
impaired.  Indeed,  the  dose  of  steel  apparently 
acted  as  a  sherry  and  bitters.  My  opinion  is  that 
if  fish  suffer  at  all  it  is  but  little,  and  I  could 
relate  several  of  my  e.xperiences  which  would  all 
seem  to  point  to  this  conclusion.    My  bait  has 
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been  taken  by  roach  that  have  recently  had 
pieces  bitten  out  of  them,  and,  when  at  Tring,  I 
landed  a  pike  with  its  pectoral  fin  only  hanging 
by  a  shred,  its  body  deeply  scored  from  end  to 
end,  and  a  hole  in  its  belly  large  enough  to  admit 
my  two  first  fingers. 

The  fish  superintendent  of  the  Brighton 
Aquarium  told  me  a  year  or  two  back  that  he  had 
a  jack  so  badly  bitten  by  another  that  it  nearly 
fell  in  two  when  lifted  from  the  water.  Yet  this 
fish,  a  day  or  two  after  receiving  these  injuries, 
caught  a  roach  on  its  own  account.  The  same 
remarks  will  apply  to  sea  fish,  and,  as  an  instance, 
I  would  quote  that  261b.  cod  that  was  caught  off 
Aberdeen  on  December  1,  1887,  and  in  its 
stomach  were  found  thirteen  hooks,  with  horse- 
hair snoods  attached.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  a 
creature  suffers,  its  appetite  would  suffer  also. 

In  speaking  of  pike  fishing,  I  am  reminded  of 
some  curious  captures  that  I  or  my  friends  have 
made  when  spinning  or  trolling.  I  saw  a  friend 
fairly  hook  a  swan  mussel  when  fishing  at 
Angmering  Decoy  with  spoon  bait.  My  brother 
hooked  a  good  eel  on  a  Devon  river,  and  my  brother- 
in-law,  when  spinning  at  Fittleworth  in  a  place 
called  "  Dead-man's  hole,"  brought  to  the  surface 
a  brace  of  drowned  puppies  that  had  been  tied 
together.  He  tells  me  that  he  still  has  a  distinct 
recollection  of  those  pups !  But  I  will  now 
mention  the  most  remarkable  trophy  that  I  ever 
heard  of  being  taken  when  spinning  or  trolling. 
I  was  trolling  for  salmon  in  an  Irish  lake  with  a 
thi*ee-inch  brown  Devon  attached  to  a  couple  of 
spinning  traces  (the  water  being  so  clear  that  I 
thought  an  extra  length  of  gut  desirable)  when  I 
hooked  my  first  salmon,  which,  after  showing 
very  good  sport,  got  right  under  the  boat,  the 
"boys"  finding  it  impossible  to  keep  away  from 
it.  Suddenly  it  gave  a  tremendous  plunge 
straight  down,  and,  as  this  occm-ed  when  my  rod 
was  nearly  perpendicular,  away  went  the  topmost 
trace  about  half  way  down.  This  battle  was 
fought  and  lost  about  opposite  to  an  old  ruin 
called  Castle. 

The  following  year  I  was  trolling  over  the  same 
ground  with  a  friend,  and  I  well  remember  that, 
there  being  absolutely  no  wind,  we  had  each  let 
out  a  very  long  line,  so  long  that  now  and  again 
we  fouled  the  bottom.  When  opposite  ■ 
Castle  I  said  to  my  friend,  "This  is  the  spot 
where  I  lost  my  first  salmon."  I  had  scarcely 
said  it  when  away  spun  the  reel,  and  I  was  once 
more  foul,  but,  after  backing  down  somewhat,  I 
was  able  to  wind  up,  and  found  attached  to  my 
hooks  one  and  a  half  spinning  traces,  with  a  Sin. 
brown  Devon,  the  hooks  of  which  were  red  with 
rust.  The  outward  turn  of  the  barb  was  indis- 
tinguishable for  solid  rust ;  the  swivels  were 
masses  of  rust,  but  the  gut  was  as  strong  as  ever. 
This  astonished  me,  as  whether  the  "  catch  "  was 
what  I  lost  twelve  months  before  (and  I  firmly 
believe  it  wasj  or  no,  yet  there  was  sufiicient 
evidence  to  prove  that  it  had  been  under  water  for 
a  great  length  of  time.  My  capture  was  placed 
on  the  big  stone  that  evening  alongside  the 
salmon  and  trout  that  had  been  taken,  and  was 
unanimously  voted  to  be  the  most  remarkable 
specimen  of  the  day.  W.  F.  B. 

(To  be  continued.) 


ALARMING  DECREASE  OF  SEA  FISH. 

"At  Plymouth  recently,  Mr.  "Walter  G^rstang,  of  the 
Marine  Biolnijicil  Laboratory,  read  an  important  con- 
tribution on  the  question  of  sea  fish  preeervation.  He  drew 
a  compirison  between  the  ancient  Roman  method  of 
developirg  fish  in  ponds,  and  the  more  modern  system  of 
propagating  by  scientific  methods.  There  are  one  or  two 
places  in  Italy,  the  west  of  France,  and  Denmark  where 
the  Boman  method  is  still  pursued ;  but  as  regards  this 
country  the  natoial  facilities  are  very  limited.  With 
regard  to  the  scieutific  methods  of  fish  culture,  Mr. 
Garstang  announced  that  there  was  some  prospect  of  the 
Marine  Bi  Jogioal  Assrctation  overcomintr  the  diffisulties 
surronsding  the  rearing  of  the  fry  of  sea  fish.  The  hatch- 
ing waa  a  matter  of  no  great  difficulty.  He  considered 
that  tbe  ezoerimentg  made  last  year  at  the  laboratory 
showed  that  it  was  qnite  p"8-ible  to  rear  sea  fish,  though 
he  could  not  say  that  the  difficulty  was  yet  quite  solved. 
As  to  tbe  diminution  of  sea  fish,  in  former  years  the 
ehallowfr  waters  only  were  tra^lBcl,  while  no<vaday8  the 
Noith  Sea  genprally  is  being  fished  over.  Tbe  average 
takfs  of  four  Grimsby  trawlers  from  1875  to  1892  were 
given.  In  1875  tbe  average  citch  was  1565  owt.  ;  in  1892, 
685  cwt.  Piime  fish  had  decreased,  but  rough  fish  had 
increfted.  The  iotroduotion  of  the  otter  trawl — an  instru- 
ment of  fish  destruction  which  hai  been  much  discussed  in 
the  Field — had  increased  the  catches  of  the  steam  trawlers 
1.3  per  cent.  In  1898  there  were  7»7  ateam  trawlers ; 


about  ten  years  earlier  there  were  only  192.  The  smacks 
had  also  increased  considerably.  Mr.  Garstang  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  fish  supply  was  decreasing  to  an 
extent  which  was  really  alarming,  and  he  inclined  to  the 
view  that  the  cause  was  rather  due  to  over  fishing  than  to 
the  destruction  of  immature  fish.  He  was  hoping  that 
when  sea  fish  could  be  reared  artificially  supplies  which 
had  fallen  off  in  the  deep  tea  would  be  materially  increased  ; 
and  he  advocated  hatching  and  in-shore  fish  culture  in 
suitable  places  round  our  coast.  He  doubted  if  it  was 
practicable  to  increaee  tbe  mesh  of  the  trawl  nets.  In  any 
case,  many  small  fish  would  be  killed,  and  a  marketable  sole 
would  escape  through  a  mesh  which  would  destroy  small 
fish  of  other  species." — Field. 


REPORTS  FROM  MVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  tlie  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^6.5  min.  for  Kew. 

Add  J*"   "     '>   Putney.  ahii)^^   <•     »  Eichmond. 

^'"'ys   ,,     „  Hammersmith,  •^""iso   „     „  Twickenham. 

(50   „     „  Barnes.  (.85   „     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3. 28,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Watbe  at  London  Bbidsb. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,    April  21    6,35    5.59 

Sunday,  „  22    fi.2C    c  56 

Monday,         „  23    7.28    8  3 

Tuesday,         ,,  2-t    8.43    9.25 

Wednesday,    ,,  25   10.  5   ,   10  41 

Thursday,       ,,  26    11.15    11.46 

Friday,  „  27    —    0.14 

HiSH  Wi.TBB  AT  AUBBRLBT  AND  PULBOBOCaH. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,    April    21    0.15    6.39 

Sunday,  „      22   7.  6    7.3G 

Monday,         „       23    8.  8    8.43 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pulborongh  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Henley).— April  18.— The  water  here  is  m 
good  condition,  with  a  nice  stream  running.  Owing  to  the 
cold  winds  few  fish  have  been  seen  on  the  move.  A  61b. 
trout  and  a  smaller  fish  have  been  taken  by  Mr.  A.  E. 
Hobbs ;  and  Mr.  W.  Meyers,  fishing  with  J.  James  on  the 
14th  inst.,  took  a  nice  made  fish  ot  SJlb.;  while  another 
angler  has  taken  a  31b.  fish  with  the  fly  at  Hambledon. 
Given  warmer  weather  some  better  sport  should  be  had, 
and  I  hope  your  humble  servant  will  be  amongst  it. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

  (LechXade,  Cricklade,  &c.).— Considering  the 

rough  weather  the  river  hereabouts  is  in  very  fair  con- 
dition for  fronting,  there  being  a  good  head  of  water  on. 
Two  or  thrae  trout  fishers  were  out  during  the  Easter 
holidays,  but  I  can  hear  of  nothing  being  done  at  present ; 
but  the  homes  of  one  or  two  good  ones  have  been  pointed 
out  to  me,  but  I  do  not  expect  they  will  be  got  hold  of 
until  May  or  June,  when  it  is  warmer.  It  has  been  blowing 
great  Kuns  for  days,  but  little  rain. — Rambler. 

Cefni  (Anglese.^). — The  writer  had  twenty  trout  one 
day,  fourteen  another,  and  twenty-three  the  next  day. 
The  fish  ran  four  or  five  to  the  pound,  the  best  trout  |Ib. 
J.  G.  Beard  had  a  grilse  31b.,  and  several  trout;  Mr.  Daniel 
Owen  had  a  nice  basket  of  twenty-five;  Rev.  T.  W. 
Griffiths,  B.A.,  had  also  fair  sport.  The  best  trout 
caught  in  Anglesey  last  yaar  was  ijlb.,  taken  with  a  fly  at 
Gwalchmai  Lake  by  Mr.  H.  Shelton  Jones,  Llangefni.— 
W.  H. 

Coin,  Leaoh,  &c.  (East  Oloncestershire).— There 
was  a  large  influx  of  anglers  into  Gloucestershire  on  Thura- 
day  ready  for  trout  fishing  on  Good  Friday,  there  being  no 
restrictions  on  this  day  on  hotel  waters.  On  the  morning 
of  this  day  some  seven  or  eight  rods  turned  out,  but  the 
weather  was  rough  and  boisterous,  rendering  fly  fishing 
anything  but  pleasant,  and  at  times  it  was  quite  impassible 
to  put  the  fly  on  the  water,  and  the  only  chance  under 
such  conditions  was  to  fish  wet ;  and  the  weather  being  so 
bad  drove  the  fishermen  off  the  water  early  in  the  after- 
noon. One  man  managed,  however,  to  get  hold  of  a  brace 
and  a  half  of  nice  trout  of  about  lib.  average,  and  one  small 
jick,  also  on  the  fly.  The  Pale  Winged  Olive,  Blue  Dun, 
Red  Spinner,  March  Brown,  and  Gold  Ribbed  Hare's 
Bar  have  proved  the  most  useful  flies,  and  will  continue  to 
be  so  until  the  Brown  Alder  and  Yellow  Dun  come  up, 
about  the  second  week  in  May.  The  trout  are  in  fair 
condition  and  rise  very  well  about  10.30,  1  p.m  ,  and  half- 
past  four.  There  has  as  yet  been  no  evening  rise  to  speak 
of,  nor  will  there  be  untU  the  weather  gets  warmer. 
Amongst  many  others  who  have  been  out  on  hotel  or  private 
waters  are  Mrs.  Nash,  Doctors  Lookwood,  Pilkiogton, 
Hooker,  and  Bloxsome,  and  Messrs  Sydney  Galpin, 
F.  Lockwood,  Coll,  Brown,  Clark,  Villeboia,  Girdner, 
Bazley,  ile5,  Batteraby,  Barker,  Jacksou,  Hyde,  Clarke, 
Stradling,  &c.  Took  a  day  myself  on  the  Leach  wiih 
two  friends  who  are  renting  a  pretty  stretch  at  East  Leach, 
on  Saturday,  but  ic  blew  a  gale  nearly  bll  day,  lashing  the 
water  into  mimic  waves,  and  the  combined  skill  could 
at  the  end  of  the  day  only  account  for  one  trout 
of  ab  jut  IJlb.,  in  fair  condition.  There  was  little  fly  on 
the  water,  but  I  saw  myriads  of  dun  larvae  and  caddis,  only 
waiting  tor  warm  days  to  have  a  good  hatch  of  fly. 
Easter  Monday  found  eight  or  nine  rods  out  at  Fairford, 
but,  the  weather  again  being  wretched,  little  was  done. 
Some  fair  sport  on  the  Ball  water  on  Easter  Tuesday.— 
Pan. 


Coqnet.  —  Notwithstarding  the  boisterous  weather 
experienced  over  the  holidays,  sport  on  the  whole  has 
been  good  on  the  Coquet.  The  best  basket  reported  is 
that  of  Mr.  William  Forster,  of  Widdrington,  who 
obtained  a  clean  run  salmon  of  OJlb.  weight  and  twelve 
yellow  trout,  most  of  which  were  over  Jib.  in  weight,  on 
Thursday  last,  at  Aoklington.  The  Broomhill  Anglers' 
Club  held  their  competition  between  Acfelingbon  and 
Guyzance.  The  best  fish  wag  caught  by  Mr.  R.  Foster 
(yellow  trout,  241b.),  and  the  heaviest  basket  weighed 
(ijlb.,  secured  by  Mr.  J.  Ogle.  The  next  baskets  weighed 
8|lb.  and  7ilb.  respectively.  Daring  the  holidays  several 
bull  trout  have  been  caught,  all  in  good  condition. — Jno, 

A.  WlLLIAMSO.V. 

Corniah  Streams. — Easter  Monday  and  Tuesday 
were  very  disappointing  days.  The  wind  was  terribly 
against  fly  casting,  and  very  cold.  A  small  contingent  of 
fishers  went  out  on  Good  Friday,  but  had  very  bad  sport, 
owing  to  the  bleak  winds.  Still,  despite  the  adverse 
conditioEB,  a  few  very  good  ba'^kets  were  made  in  the 
better  preserved  streams.  Two  rods,  fishing  on  Monday, 
got  some  thirty  or  more  trout,  several  of  which  were 
between  Jib.  and  Jib.,  and  some  heavier.  On  Tuesday  the 
wind  was  lighter,  but  heavy  rains  threatened,  and  again 
the  fish  wer3  shy.  The  March  Brown  has  been  by  far  the 
most  killing  fly  lately,  and  an  angler  who  arms  himself 
with  this  and  a  Pheasant  Tail  need  not  chanse. — Bodmin. 

Daren th  Fatningham,  Bntton  at  Hone,  Sea.— 
This  Bank  Holiday  will  be  long  remembered  as  the  moat 
stormy  Easter  Monday  for  years.  Fly  fishing  on  the 
exposed  stretch  cf  tbe  Darenth  which  I  first  tried  waa 
almost  impossible  and  quite  useless.  After  two  or  three 
hours  of  the  usual  exasperating  experience,  during  which 
I  saw  but  three  trout  (not  one  of  which  was  rising),  I 
packed  up  and  was  going  home  when  a  peep  through  a 
hedge  at  parting  revealed  an  astonishing  eight — a  trout 
was  actually  rising,  and  that  steadily  in  a  sheltered  spot. 
The  heavy  rain  was  just  ceasing,  so  I  unpacked  once 
more  and  laid  siege  to  that  solitary  fish.  Iron  Blue, 
March  Brown,  and  Olive  were  refused  with  contempt, 
and  the  natural  fly  being  taken  waa  a  tioy  grey  gnat. 
At  last  a  Ginger  Quill  of  smallest  size  proved  irresistible, 
and  afcer  a  lively  fight  a  rainbow  of  fair  size  found  its  way 
into  the  net.  Curiously  enough  there  was  another  (a 
double  one)  in  the  sky,  but  no  mora  rainbows  or  common 
trout  could  I  find  rising,  so  I  left  with  hours  of  dayUght 
still  rdmaining.    Prospects  fair. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  District).- It  is  understood 
that  the  Dart  Angling  Association  have  obtained  a  con- 
cession from  the  G.W.R.  Co.,  whereby  ticket-holders  can 
travel  to  Totnes,  Staverton,  or  Buckt'astleigh  at  fare  and 
a  quarter.  This  concession,  if  granted,  should  be  an 
additional  means  of  attracting  visitors.  We  have  had  the 
presence  of  a  goodly  number  of  visitors,  hut,  during 
Easter,  the  cold  wind  was  all  against  sport.  The  best 
basket  in  the  Upper  Dart  was  one  and  a  half  dozen,  taken 
with  the  worm ;  whilst  on  Monday  some  rain  had  fallen, 
and  many  rods  were  out.  One  creeled  a  dozen  and 
returned  double  that  number,  the  most  useful  flies  being 
March  Brown,  Blue  Upright,  and  Soldier  Palmer.  In  the 
lower  watera  a  nice  peal  of  31b.  was  killed  by  Commander 
Boyer,  R.N.,  and  on  Thursday,  Mr.  Horswell  (Stretch- 
ford)  creeled  eleven  nice  fish,  but  couli  not  manage  the 
dozen,  try  as  he  would.  On  Saturday,  however,  he  put  it 
right  by  capturing  thirteen.  Mr.  Fairweather,  of 
Plymouth,  landed  sixteen  ;  and  on  Tuesday,  among  Mr.  E. 
Distin's  little  lot  of  five  was  a  beauty  ot  nearly  21b.  A 
day's  fishing  last  week  brought  the  same  rod  and  Mr. 
Revell  about  a  dozen  each,  and  other  takes  np  to  a  dozen 
have  been  made.  Useful  flies  are  Blue  Upright,  Edmond's 
Palmer  with  gold  twist,  and  March  Brown. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Devonshire  streams  have 
bad  a  fair  sprinkling  of  angling  visitors,  who  have  had 
moderate  sport.  Big  baskets  are  practically  a  thing  of 
the  past.  In  the  Ashwater  district  fish  were  sporting 
well  last  week,  but  some  days  great  difficulty  waa 
experienced  in  getting  anything  like  good  results.  One 
gentleman  creeled  only  fifteen  on  the  Tamar  in  half  a 
day's  fishing  on  Friday,  baskets  averaging  under  a  dozen. 
On  Saturday  a  local  rod  kiUed  a  couple  o?  dozen,  another 
getting  ten  nice  fish.  The  Red  Palmers  acd  March 
Browns  have  been  killing.  It  is  reported  that  a  good  deal 
of  night-lining  has  been  done  on  the  Carey.  Sport  on 
Friday  on  the  Upper  Tamar  and  adjacent  streams  was 
very  disappointing,  and  evening  fishing  is  next  to  useless. 
The  Maxwell,  Blue  Uprights,  and  Blue  and  Silver  were 
used  with  good  effect.  Lieut.  Scott  has  _  had  creels 
running  up  to  twelve  brace,  and  another  rod  killed  twenty- 
one  a  day  or  two  since.  Small  lota,  too,  have  been  made 
in  the  streams  around  Bridestowe  and  Lydford,  one  and  a 
half  dozen  being  about  the  beat.  Holiday  anglers  were 
numerous,  and  the  March  Brown,  Blue  Upright,  and 
Hareflax  are  being  used,  although  the  cold  wind  haa 
greatly  inteifered  with  sport. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  river  has  been  in  a  very 
disturbed  state  since  the  wind  charged  from  the  east  to 
the  south-nest,  and  brought  rain.  This  was  the  more  dis- 
appointing to  the  Easter  holiday  anglers  as  there  w^a  a 
good  ron  of  aalmon  last  week-end,  and  curing  the  weekly 
close  time  a  good  many  fieh  must  have  g  it  past  the  nets. 
Before  the  change  a  few  fish  were  killed  in  the  Corby 
water,  the  keeper  having  five,  ranging  from  7ib.  to  181b. ; 
and  Mr.  Eustace  Hills,  one,  81b.  With  more  settled 
weather  the  river  looks  like  being  in  order  to-morrow 
(Thursday)  on  some  reaches,  and  I  txp-ct  to  hear  ot  some 
sport.  Trout  are  now  gttting  into  decent  condition,  and 
shr.uld  take  the  fly  well. — Silver  Gkey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  weather  hua  been  much  too 
stormy  for  anjthing  like  remuLerative  sport  on  this  river 
during  the  holidays,  gales  of  wind  and  heavy  showera 
making  it  impossible  for  anglers  to  get  out.  At  the  time 
of  writing  the  weather  is  more  genial,  and  the  river  in  fair 
condition,  so  that  good  sport  may  he  anticipated  for  the 
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coming  week.  The  catches  to  hand  are  :  Mr.  J.  Moore 
BIX  brace  ;  and  Mr.  J.  WilliamEon,  six  and  a  half  brace.— 
J.  Jackson". 

Bze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  w«ather  during  the 
iidstfrtidi  h8B  Eot  been  specially  favourable  for  the 
ang  iog  fraternity,  a  boisterous  winl  interfering  sadly 
with  the  devotees  of  the  fly.  Although  the  fishing  was 
far  from  pleasant  a  few  good  trout  rewarded  those  plucky 
ones  who  stuck  to  th»ir  work,  amone  them  being  Mr.  G. 
Taylor,  one  and  a  half  brace,  largest  |Ib. ;  Mr.  G.  G.  Snell, 
one  brace,  largest  lOoz.  ;  and  Messrs.  Pitta,  Connett,  and 
others  also  scored.  A  visitor  staying  at  Brampford  Speke 
secured  a  brace  of  salmon,  8|lh.  and  9Jlb.,  on  Easter 
Monday  morning,  and  another  salmon  angler  landed  a 
pike  of  81b.,  which,  needless  to  say,  waa  not  a  pleasant 
surprise.  The  largest  salmon  taken  so  far  was  one  of 
18Jlb.,  which  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Cro^vson.  Mr.  .J.  A. 
K^llpy  had  a  good  brace  of  trout  a*-.  Thorverton  on 
Mf^nday  r^ing  lib.  2  z.  and  jlb.  eacfl.— Ked  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sontli  ijincs.  and  Cambs.).  

At  last  the  weather  is  turning  out  fairly  favourable'  for 
trcnt  angling.  More  sunshine  is  bringing  out  more  flies, 
bnt  still  fish  catching  depends  more  on  the  bottom  bait.  A 
fair  number  of  sportsmen  ventured  out  for  the  holidays, 
and  visited  the  streams  comiug  from  the  uplands,  whi'st 
others  paid  visits  to  better  known  waters  further'  afield. 
Baskets  have  not  been  heavy,  bnt  possibly  better  than 
eiDf  cted — Li.MPET. 

Idle  District  (North  lIottB.).—A  few  anglers  took 
advantage  of  the  holidays  to  visit  the  trout  waters  of  North 
Xotlinghamshire.  There  were  a  few  old  stagers  trying 
the  wa^ers  below  Eetford,  bnt  no  great  success  attended 
their  efforts.  On  the  Ryton  also,  ia  the  neighbourhood  of 
Blyth,  there  were  a  few  trying  their  luck  with  the 
speckled  ones,  but  it  is  fall  early  in  such  a  late  season  to 
command  success.  There  are  practically  no  flies  out  yet, 
the  cold  night  winds  seeming  to  cut  short  the  existence  of 
the  early  comers.  Some  ot  ihe  Nottingham  anglers  have 
been  visiting  their  waters  in  the  neighbourhood  of  South- 
well.  No  great  success  attended  their  efforts  bo  far  as  I 
hear. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).  —  The  gale  seems 
to  have  blown  itsdf  out  at  lasb,  and  it  is  now  possible  for 
boats  to  live  on  the  Jake.  It  is  now  bright  and  warm 
with  plenty  of  sunshine,  and  the  Black  Gnat  is  out  in 
millions.  The  best  basket  made  since  I  last  sent  in  a 
report  contained  seventeen  fish,  all  takjn  with  fly  by 
Capt.  Massy.  On  the  9ch  a  total  of  forty-five  fish  was 
made.  Dr.  Fenton  killed  nine  (61b.  2oz  ) ;  Mr.  Foster 
the  same;  and  Mr.  Vores,  seven  (31b.  12jz.) ;  and  Mr' 
Bond,  three  (2.b.  3az.).  On  the  10th  Dr.  Fenton  creeled 
BIX  (31b.  12oz.) ;  Mr.  Bond,  fiye  (21b.  lloz.) ;  and  Mr. 
Foster,  three  (lib.  8.z  ).  For  the  next  three  days  only 
small  baskets  were  made,  as  the  lake  was  too  rough.  On 
the  14tli  the  water  improved  a  little,  and  fifteen  fish  were 
killed,  the  best  cne  weighing  lib.  loz.  On  the  Ifith  forty- 
five  fish  were  weighed,  Dr.  Fenton  accounting  for  nine 
(5Ib.  8cz);  Mr.  Foster,  nine  (51b.  lOoz.);  Mr.  Gibson, 
SIX  (31b.  12. z.);  Mr.  Vores  and  Capt.  Massy,  four 
(21b.  7oz.) ;  Mrs.  Sturt.  two  (lib.  7oz.) ;  and  Mr.  Mills, 
four  (2.b.  13cz.).  Mr.  Eothschild  made  the  best  basket 
on  the  river,  with  nine  fish.— Long  Drift. 

lea.— The  Lea  continues  in  very  fair  condition,  nice 
rains  having  fallen,  and  anglers  are  looking  forward  to 
some  sport  when  the  trout  fishing  season  opens.  In  the 
way  of  fish  moving  there  is  still  little  to  report,  the  cjld 
winds  having  kept  them  down,  but  with  weather  prevail- 
ing like  that  experienced  on  Wednesday  and  to-day 
(Thursday)  they  should  be  speedily  showing  themselves. 
The  perch  are  spawning  in  some  parts  of  the  Lea  and  in 
the  New  Eiver,  but  the  roach  are,  as  far  as  I  can  hear 
not  yet  in  the  weeds.  The  death  of  Mr.  G  H.  Wood,  of 
the  Hoxton  Brothers,  will  be  regretted  by  many  Lea 
anglers,  among  whom  he  waa  well  known  and  respected. 
The  Lea  was  his  favourite  river,  and  he  was  a  most  skilful 
wielder  of  the  "  long-pole."  The  Beane,  Rib,  and  Ash 
continuHin  nic^  order. — IzAAK  Walton. 

iMjigg  and  Arrow  (laeominsTier).  —  Both  these 
Btreaujo  are  lunLiug  a  nice  level  and  clear,  and  in  splendid 
condition  for  tithing.  There  have  been  some  falls  of  rain 
which  have  refreshed  the  river.  The  only  drawback  to 
good  sport  has  been  the  very  rough  winds  which  have 
prevailed  this  holiday  time,  and  which  have  made  it  difficult 
to  keep  the  flies  on  the  water.  A  good  few  rods  have  been 
out  and  have  used  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Cowdung, 
Red  Palmer,  and  Iron  Blue  with  success,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  of  some  good  sport  being  had  in  this  part 
now.    The  Pinsley  ia  clear.— Gwynne. 

Isngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsiey  (Kingsland).- Rivers 
are  at  a  nice  level  and  in  good  order,  yet,  owing  to  the 
variable  weather,  there  has  been  no  sport  worth  specially 
reporting,  although  in  some  instances  baskets  of  from 
three  to  five  brace  have  been  made— have  heard  of  one  of 
nine  brace.  Trout  are  not  in  good  condition,  and  require 
at  least  a  week  of  seasonable  weather— sunshine  and 
shower— «ith  a  far  better  rise  of  the  natural  insect.  I 
saw  the  first  Stone  Fly  to-day.  March  Brown,  February 
Red,  Blue  Dun,  Iron  Blue,  Hardy  Brown,  Cowdung  and 
Brown  Spinner  are  all  out.  yet  my  informants  say  the 
Red  Pa'mcr  has  beaten  the  lot.— R.  T.  Williams 

Otter  (Bndle  gh.  Salterton).— Fishing  for  the  last 
w^ek  has  been  very  slack.  The  Kabter  holidays  brought  a 
g><;dly  nunibRr  ot  rods  to  the  river,  but  no  great  renults 
were  obtained.  The  stream  is  now  clear  and  low,  and  the 
time  of  the  dry  fly  angler  has  arrived.  Trout  were 
midifing  in  the  shallow  parts  of  pools  to-day  (April  18) 
'rom  5  p.m.,  and  one  rod  took  four  pretty  fish  averaging 
Jib.  All  were  killed  on  the  uingle8.i  Blue  l.  prixht  on  00 
hook  and  fished  dry.  This  and  the  little  Iron  Blue,  and 
the  Hare  s  Flax  with  gold  ribbing,  and  alio  the  small  Red 
i^iill  are  lii^ely  flies. — Hkbon. 

Onse  (Denvei).- That  the  sea  trout  aro  heading  up 
appears  lu  bo  beyond  quet-tion.  oa  not  only  have  several  of 
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them  been  seen  during  the  last  week  or  two,  bnt  on  Easter 
bunday,  notwithstanding  there  was  half  a  gale  blowing 
from  the  W.^  W.,  a  London  club  vititor,  making  a  short 
stay  at  idwards  Jenyns  Arms  Hotel  here,  inaugurated  the 
season  by  securing  a  very  nice  specimen  of  this  particular 
tish  which  scaled  olb.  lOoz.,  live  baitin?  with  bleak,  and 
casting  from  the  pier  of  the  sluice  into  the  rough  water  of 
the  tide.  The  wind  ba=!  at  last  fallen  away  to  a  nice 
stirring  breeze,  and  genial  spring  weather  ia  with  us  at  the 
time  of  writing  (Wednesday  night).— Water  Wagtail 

Severn  (Shropshire).— Delightfully  mild  weather 
has  prevailed  this  week,  bat  the  river  contains  a  good  deal 
ot  fresh  water,  and  is  of  a  very  low  temperature,  so  that 
the  fish  have  not  yet  begun  to  move  freely.  Comparatively 
tew  anglers  have  been  out,  and  sport  has  been  extremely 
meagre.  The  tributaries  will  yield  better  creels  than  the 
mam  stream  for  a  week  or  two. — Hafren. 

Severn.  Vymwy.  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— During  the  Eister  holidays  there  were  rather 
more  than  the  usual  number  of  visitors  to  this  pretty 
neighbourhood,  principally  from  Lancashire,  and,  as  is 
always  the  case,  all  made  themselves  quite  at  home 
although  the  weather  was  not  all  that  could  be  wished  for' 
especially  by  those  "  on  angling  thoughts  intent."  as  there 
was  a  very  heavy  downpour  of  rain  on  Sunday,  which 
continued  throughout  the  morning,  and  caused  a  slight 
rise  in  the  rivers,  whilst  during  the  greater  part  of 
Monday  the  wind  blew  great  gnus,  which  rendered  angling 
impossible,  excepting  in  very  sheltered  places.  Notwith- 
standing all  these  drawbacks,  all  seemed  to  thoroughly 
enjoy  themselves,  and  most  of  the  anglers  had  a  fair 
amount  of  euccess.  A  Liverpool  gentleman  (Mr  W 
Barlow),  angling  in  the  Vyrnwy,  on  Saturday,  captured 
amongst  other  fish,  a  fine  pike,  over  101b.  in  weight ;  and 
on  luesday  he  also  landed  another  pike,  which  scaled  61b., 
and  for  the  time  of  year,  both  were  in  excallent  condition. 
Some  very  nice  trout  have  also  been  taken  from  the  Tanat 
and  Cain,  but  the  recent  rain  has  affected  the  Severn 
much  more  than  the  other  rivers,  and  the  water  in  it  is 
still  far  from  bright.  The  March  Brown  fly  is  most  in 
evidencs. — Vyrnwy. 

®^  Streams  and  Bivers.— The  weather  during 
the  holidays  was  far  from  pleasant,  strong  south-westerly 
winds  detracting  from  the  outing  and  miterially  interfering 
with  angling.  Visitors  to  the  Ouee  met  with  but  poor 
success  among  the  trout.  Roach  up  to  l|lb.  were  taken 
while  worming  for  the  nobler  fish,  but,  of  course,  returned 
to  the  water.  A  few  brace  of  fish  were  taken  from  the 
tributaries  with  minnow  or  worm.  A  few  good  trout  have 
rewarded  those  who  have  fished  the  tributaries  of  the 
Adur,  and  with  worm  as  a  lure  fish  up  to  lib.  2oz.  have 
been  secured.  When  brook  fishing  with  water  bright  a 
good  plan  is  to  get  a  small  boy  or  friend  with  a  pole  to 
stir  up  the  topmost  pool,  and  by  fishing  down  stream  in 
the  discoloured  water  a  good  creel  of  trout  can  often  be 
made.  Maiden  lobworm  or  well-scoured  brandlings  on 
Stewart  worm  tackle,  with  an  odd  fragment  of  cork  as 
float,  and  no  shot,  will  often  secure  good  fish.  The 
weather  up  tt  the  present  has  been  too  rough  and  cold  for 
Buocessful  harbour  fishing.  Wednesday  was  a  mild, 
summerlike  day,  but  with  a  white  frost  in  the  early 
morning.  Mullet  are  numerous,  and  a  few  smelt  and 
herring  have  been  cxptured  with  rag  worm.  Small  bass 
appear  to  haunt  the  harbours  the  year  round  and  take  soft 
crab  with  avidity.— George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— The  holidays  have  been  too  cold, 
and  the  wind,  almost  a  gale,  has  prevented  the  deadly  fly 
slaughtering  many  trout.  I  haard  of  two  catches,  but 
this  was  in  a  sheltered  part.  The  big  rivers  have  been  so 
rough  that  the  flies  could  not  be  placed  long  enough  on  the 
water  for  fish  to  see  them.  One  gentleman  ran  a  large 
salmon,  bnt,  getting  the  line  entangled,  it  broke  away. 
Another  angler  caught  three  kelts  one  day,  but  no  fresh 
ones.  Many  fishermen  were  about,  but  the  cold  damped 
their  ardour.  Should  warmer  showers  fall,  good  sport  is 
in  store.  I  was  surprised,  in  walking  by  the  sea  shore, 
to  find  £0  many  sea  birds  washed  in,  and  particularly  the 
manx  shearwater.  I  saw  three  besides  guillemots 
puffins,  and  gulls.  As  for  rock  fishing  in  N.  Devon,  the 
spray  was  too  high. — Rusty  Game. 

Tem«  (indiow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now  in 
capital  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level.  The 
weather  up  to  Tuesday  was  very  windy,  and  some  rain  was 
had.  and  it  made  it  difficult  for  fly  fishing,  but  a  good  few 
rods  have  been  out,  and  some  very  fair  sport  had.  The 
wind  has  now  dropped,  and  the  weather  is  warmer,  and 
trout  are  rising  better  than  they  have  been  doing  for  some 
time,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  exceedingly  good  at 
present.  There  have  been  more  flies  on  of  late,  and  trout 
are  rising  at  them  well.  The  best  killing  flies  are  the  Blue 
Dun,  March  Brown.  Red  Palmer,  Iron  Blue,  Cowdung,  and 
February  Red.  Bottom  fishers  have  been  out  in  good 
numbers  with  the  worm,  and  some  trout  over  Jib.  each 
have  been  landed.  During  this  week  several  good 
dishes  of  trout  have  been  landed  with  the  fly.  On 
Wednesday  a  dish  of  ten  nice  trout  were  landed.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  good  order, 
and  the  fish  have  been  on  the  feed,  and  some  very 
flics  trout  have  been  landed  with  fly  and  worm  — 
S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  is  now 
running  in  capital  order  for  fist  ing,  being  clear  and  a  nice 
level.  The  weather  has  been  stormy  a^.  times  during  the 
holidays,  and  strong  winds  prevailed  until  Tuesday,  which 
niade  it  difficult  for  fishing  until  Wednesday,  when  it 
cleared  up  and  was  beautiful  and  fine,  and  the  fish  began 
to  r:Be  well,  and  sport  was  good.  A  good  few  anglers 
have  been  out  in  this  district  this  week,  and  have  met  with 
some  fair  Bucoees,  and  should  it  keep  fine  the  prospects 
will  improve  diily,  and  good  dishes  of  fish  be  hindod.- 

WoRCK.STKB. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibnry,  East  Gloucestershire).— 

Una  picturesque  trouting  station  has  had  its  fair  share  of 
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anglers  and  Easter  tourists,  and  the  snug  inn,  the  Swan 
has  been  taxed  to  its  utmost,  several  having  to  sleep  out 
in  the  village.  In  some  instances,  especially  under  the 
adverse  circumstances  of  continuous  rough  winda  some 
nice  sport  has  been  had  on  the  hotel  waters  with  creels  of 
two,  three,  and  four  brace,  the  trout  being  in  fair  condition 
for  the  tune  of  year.  There  has  been  a  very  good  batch 
out  daily  of  Ohve  and  Blue  Duns  and  a  few  MarS 
Browns,  and  in  the  afternoon  a  good  many  spinners  have 
been  about.  The  river  is  in  capital  order  for  fisbins 
being  high  and  of  a  nice  tinge,  and  the  trout  rise  freely  m 
the  forenoon  and  again  about  three  o'clock.  There  hw 
been  no  evening  rise  yet,  nor  will  there  be  until  it  gets 
warmer.  Amongst  others  who  have  been  out  here  ars 
Messrs.  Shand,  Mills.  Herbert  Hyde,  Clark  Dr 
Pilkington,  Jackson,  Barker,  &c.  The  May  Fly  will 
probably  be  up  here  ab.iut  May  29,  according  to  the 
present  state  of  the  larva;  but  it  will  greatly  depnnd  on 
the  weather,  which  is  still  unsetil-d.— Sherry  Spin.neh 
Usk  (Abergavenny).— River  has  been  in  fairly  good 
order  for  trout  fly  fishing,  and  a  few  salmon  have  been 
I-^  The  rough  winds  we  have  had  this  last  week  make 
It  difficult  to  fish  except  in  sheltered  plaoaa.  A  good 
tresh  will  he  welcomed  by  most  anglers.— Ernlf  J 
Delafield.  '  ■  ■ 

Witham.  fto.  (Mid  -  Linooln«liire).  -  Briahter 
weather  seems  to  be  diwning  on  Mia-Lincolnshire.  Nightf 
are  still  cold,  however,  and  flies  are  drifted  about  in  ain 
less  fashion,  only  to  be  extinguished  by  the  cold.  We  1 
gales  during  the  holidays  as  though  the  month  we 
March,  and  thnae  who  visited  the  streams  from  tll 
uplands  about  Market  Razen,  Caistor.  &o.,  were  onl 
poorly  rewarded  for  their  trouble.    Hera  and  there  n 
brace  or  two  were  taken,  bat  mostly  by  bottom  fishers  oaT 
ot  the  holes.    In  the  upper  district  towards  Grantbam 
things  were  very  quiet.     Some  few  anglers  have  been 
devoting  their  energies  to  distant  streams.   As  for  fliei 
and  other  items  in  insect  life,  very  little  is  on  the  move  as 
yet,  though  vegetation  is  making  a  start.- Luci. 
.  Wye  and   Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  above 
rivers  h^ve  undergone  several  changes  during  the  part 
week.   Ihe  weather  rough,  and  storms  of  rain  and  hail  on 
most  days,  which  has  discoloured  both  streams.  The 
catobes  have  been  but  few  on  both  rivers.    The  best 
basket  I  heard  of  was  taken  from  the  Wye,  near  Rowsley 
—five  brace.  What  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  Derwent 
have  only  taken  a  fish  or  two.  Mr.  White,  of  Nottingham 
on  Saturday,  fishing  near  the  ferry,  Matlock  Bath,  took  a 
trout  14oz.,  in  good  condition.    The  water  is  too  cold  for 
the  fash  to  rise  at  present.   As  the  weather  gets  warmer 
better  sport  may  be  expected.     Useful  flies:  March 
Brown,  Hare  s  Ear,  Cock-winged  Dun,  Olive  Dun,  and 
Blue  Dun. — Dotterel. 

Wharfe,  Nidd,   Detweat,  fto. 
(Xortshire).— Anglers  as  a  rule  have  the  ouaracter  of 
being  a  patient  race;  but  there  is  certainly  a  limit  to 
human  endurance,  and  the  angler's  stock  of  patience  is  very 
rapidly  filtering  out.   The  trout  season  has  up  to  now  not 
been  in  a  condition  which  might  by  the  highest  stretch 
ot  imagination  be  called  favourable  for  fly  fishing  and 
anglers  who  will  s  ick  to  fly  and  fly  only  have  had  a 
wretched  time  of  it,  for  during  the  first  thiee  or  four  days 
of  the  Easter  holidays  the  weather  was  fearfully  wet  and 
cold,  and  on  the  eve  of  Good  Friday  a  regular  hurricane 
and  a  persistent  downpour  filled  our  rivers  up  to  the  very 
brini  ;  in  some  instances  they  overflowed  their  banks  and 
anghng  on  Friday  and  Saturday  in  the  lower  districts  was 
an  impossibility.   The  closer  one  got  to  the  source  of  the 
streams  the  better ;  but  the  weather  in  the  highar  districts 
was  simply  wretched,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  impossibility 
to  stand  out  unless  waterproofed  cap  d  pie,  consequently 
the  majority  of  our  Easter  visitors  had  very  poor  sport, 
Mr.  William  Jackson,  of  Masham,  tells  me  sport  in  the 
Yore  and  the  becks  in  that  district  has  been  very  indif- 
ferent.  W.  Sturdy  and  other  well-known  locals  doing  next 
to  nothing.   They  all  complain  of  a  lack  of  the  usual  flies 
on  the  water  to  induce  the  fish  to  rise,  even  when  they 
could  be  caught  in  trim,  which  has  been  very  seldom; 
and  when  the  record  comes  to  be  written  I  fancy  it  will  be 
that  the  March  and  April  angling  of  the  new  century  baa 
been  the  worst  known  for  many  years.   A  few  angleri 
higher  up  the  river  have  caught  some  nice  fish,  and  a 
party  of  visitors  from  Hnddersdeld  have  done  fairiy  well 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ulshaw  and  in  the  Cover.  The 
best  dish  I  have  seen  was,  however,  caught  by  Mr. 
Collinson,  yesterday,  in  the  latter  stream.    He  took  nine 
J'"'^  ^'^^  i^orm,  the  largest  weighing  Ulb. 
Mr.  Wyse,  Mr.  Coates  (the  latter  ten  tine  trout),  ana  J, 
Wray,  of  Ley  burn,  have  had  fair  snort  in  the  Yore  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Wensley,  and  I  hear  spott  at  Aysgarth, 
as  tar  as  worm  and  n  innow  fishing  is  concerned,  has  been 
nothing  to  grumble  about,  Mr.  M.  Hunter  basketing 
forty  fash  m  three  days'  angling,  viz.,  fourteen,  sixteen, 
and  ten,  Mr.  Hunter  only  fishing  a  few  hours  each  day. 
Similar  baskets  have  been  caught  at  Hawes  and  at  Bain- 
bridge  to-day.    Now  all  the  visiters  have  taken  their 
depaiture  there  is  a  decided  improvement  in  both  weather 
and  water.    Sport  in  the  Swale  has  lean  indifferent, 
but,  as  usual,  the  tributaries  have  been  fished,  and 
in    the    Bedale    Beck    several    trout    up    to  lib. 
each  have  been  caught  by  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon, 
proving  a  rare  killer.    On  Saturday  the  members  of  the 
Diiflield  Hearts  of  Oak  had  a  competition  in  the  drain  at 
Baruston.    A  gale  interfered  with  fishing  c  meiderably, 
and  takes  were  light.    The  principal  prizes  fell  to  Messre. 
A.  Wales.  P.  Waites,  and  T.  Waiies.    All  the  comfM-titora 
caught  fish,  but  the  takes  were  very  small.    The  VVhurfe, 
Nidd,  Derwent,  Dove,  Aire,  and  other  reports  received  all 
complain  of  the  weather,  and  conseciuontly  poor  sport  up  to 
luesday;  but  all  are  now  in  capital  trim,  and  a  decided 
improvemetit  in  fly  fishing  can  be  looked  forward  to  for 
week.    The  Leeds  anglers  patronised  the  lakes  at 
Roundhay  in  considerable  numbers  during  the  holidays, 


Apkil  21,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


291 


bat  as  a  rule  sport  was  bad,  the  largest  fish  (a  fine  Loch 
Leven  trout),  weighing  nearly  21b.,  was,  however,  caught 
■  by  Mr.  D.  Summerson  oa  Siturday.    The  best  flies  for 
1  n«>xt  week  are  Woodccck  and  Orange  Woodcock,  and 
'  Yellow  Waterhen  Bba,   Snipe    Bio*,   Partridge,  and 
Orani^e,    and    March    Brown.     My    West  Riding 
cotrespondent  says  that  fly  fishing  daring  the  Easter 
.  holidajs   was   gtnerally   out   of   the   question.  The 
I  natural  minnow  has  on  most  waters  proved  deadly, 
and  many  good  baskets  are  reported.  Mr.  Padgett  secured 
,  eleven  good  fish  at  logletoo,  all  in  prime  ojndition.  On 
;  the  llkley  length  of  the  Wharfe  baskets  of  thirteen  to 
twenty  were  made.    On  the  Nidd  a  large  number  of 
anglers  turned  oat.    The  best  basket,  taken  «ith  fly  under 
most  difficult  conditions,  was  one  of  seven  brace,  three  of 
the  fish  being  taken  with  the  Khaki  Gent,  the  new  trout 
.  fly  invented  by  Mr.  W.  Carter  Platts.    Several  anglers 
visited  the  Crimp!e,  bat  baskets  were  very  small.  Mr. 
Mitchell  secured  three  trout  of  takeable  size  on  Good 
Friday,  but  the  ma j  jrity  had  to  be  satisfied  with  one  fish 
,  to  save  a  blank  day.    Sport  at  Fewston  Be  servoir  has  been 
;  good,  Mr.  Arnold  securing  with  minnow  on  Good  Friday 
twenty  trout  weighing  over  40ib.    A  number  of  pike 
fishers  turned  out,  and  sport  generally  has  been  good,  the 
best  fish  being  one  cf  14lb.,  taken  at  Bulwith,  on  the 
,  Derwent.  by  Mr.  W.  Fletcher,  of  the  Hopewell  Angling 
.  Club.    The  fish,  which  is  in  good  condition,  was  sent  to 
\  the  Depo'  for  preservation. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern 
;  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  the  11th  inst., 
Mr.  D.  Fraser  landed  two  fine  tresh-run  salmon,  121b.  and 

.  151b. ;  and  on  the  13th  Mr.  Keith  Murray  had  a  beautiful 

I  fish  of  1  Sib.  The  river  is  in  tine  order. — D.  Macdonald. 
Border  £sk  and  Liddle. — The  heavy  rains  of  last 

i  week-end  have  helped  to  improve  angling  prospects,  and 

I  spring  salmon  are  at  last  showing  in  fair  number^  in  the 
lower  wattra,  and  betcer  sport  is  now  anticipated.    Mr.  B,. 

I  Musgrove,  Longtown,  caught  a  small  salmon  of  81b.  below 
Longtown  at  the  head  of  the  Metal  Bridge  water,  and  had 
a  good  ran  on  the  sands  with  a  201b.  salmon  near  Wilkin's 
pool,  but  unfortunately  the  fisii  got  away  jast  as  Mr. 
Musgrove  was  anticipating  a  triumph.    Mr.  J.  Monk- 

\  house,  Longtown,  killed  a  salmon  7|ib.  Yellow  trout  are 
coming  to  the  front  in  better  condition  ;  therefore,  after 
the  flood,  which  is  within  measarable  distance,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saving  that  if  the  elements 
behave  decently  good  fiehing  must  follow  iastanter. 
Of  course,  the  weather  is  njw  milder,  though  showery, 
and  the  sweet  and  charming  notes  of  the  thrush,  the 

,  melodious  tones  of  the  blackbird,  and  the  lark,  that 
"  ethereal  minstrel"  of  paradise,  now  "  cirols  to  the  sky." 

1  Therefore,  what  more  wculd  you  wish  to  herald  the 
approach  of — well,  summer.  The  land  everywhere  is  dry 
aLd  gaping  for  moittare.  Consequently  ic  will  require 
some  hours  of  long  continued  rain  to  cause  a  flood  of  any 
dimenfiona.  Inaeed,  what  is  rfqaired  is  a  spate  of 
colossal  prf  portions  to  clear  the  bottoms  of  the  rivers. 
After  the  fljod  trout  fishing  will  begin  in  earnest,  when 
the  rivers  clear,  because  trout  love  clean  sparkling  water. 
A  Lumber  of  small  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  got 
in  the  Langholm  division  of  the  Esk,  and  in  the  mid 
reaches  or  Canonbie  water.  The  Liddle  has  afforded  fair 
sport  in  yellow  trout  during  the  la£t  ten  days,  but  little 
has  been  doing  in  the  other  tributaries  of  the  Esk,  viz., 
ths  Elves,  Tarras,  Hermitage,  or  Meggit.  All  running 
very  clear.  The  stake  nets  of  the  Solway  are  now  getting 
some  fine  sea  trout  and  salmon,  and  prospects  are  brighter. 

— GiLNOCKIE. 

beveron  (Eauffshize).— During  last  week  the 
Deveron  was  in  flood,  owing  to  the  heavy  rainfall  and  the 
snow  melting  on  the  hills.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
present  week,  however,  there  was  an  improvement,  and 
.the  water  is  falling.  "The  discoloured  state  of  the  water 
was  also  against  the  angler,  fish  not  rising  to  the  fly.  On 
the  Forglen  water,  on  tha  10th,  Mr.  Russell  had  a  fish  of 
7§lb. ;  and  on  the  Muiresk  water  on  the  13th,  Mr.  Neish 
had  a  basket  of  trout  weighing  121b.  In  the  latter  part  of 
last  week  little  was  done  at  the  net  fishing,  the  water 
being  too  high  for  the  working  of  the  nets.  On  the  coast 
at  several  of  the  stations  a  few  fish  were  got,  but  not  in 
any  number.  The  first  grilse  for  the  season  was  got  in 
one  of  the  bag  nets,  about  two  miles  east  of  the  mouth  of 
the  river.  It  was  of  small  size,  weighing  21b.  It  is 
aaldom  that  grilse  make  their  appearance  so  early  in  the 
Eeawn.  Last  year  grilse  did  not  appear  on  the  coast  until 
the  beginning  of  May,  and  it  is  a  dozen  years  since  one  was 
captured  80  early  as  the  one  taken  this  year. 

Oocliart  (Ziuib  H  lel,  Perth  hire),  —  Mr.  W. 
Smith  and  Mrs  fl.  D.  Baird,  of  Glasgow,  out  from  Luib 
Hotel  on  Friday,  had  forty-four  trout,  weight,  121b.  On 
Saturday,  thirty  trout,  lO.b. — Donald  McNAroHTON. 

Lochleveu  (EinroBS).— Since  a  start  was  made  with 
angling  here  a  furtuight  ago  the  weather  throughout  has 
been  cold  and  stormy,  and  the  bet.t  catch  up  to  the  time  of 
writing  was  seven  trout.  The  tpriug  holiday  on  Monday 
labt  brought  out  a  good  many  anglers,  who  fished  from 
fourteen  boats.  A  galj  from  the  north-west,  with  a 
bitterly  cold  atmosphere,  rendered  fly  fishing  a  complete 
failure,  and  the  boats  returned  early.  The  total  day's 
catch  with  minnow  was  twenty-two  trout  (221b.  12  ,z  ). 
Mr.  McKinnon,  Green  cV,  had  five  trout,  Olb.  ;  Mr.  C  D. 
Kaokin  and  party,  Gla(g)W,  five  trout,  51b.;  another 
angler  secured  five  trout,  3ib.  Sjz.  The  storm  spenr  itself 
on  Tuesday,  and  on  Wednesday  a  fine  overea  t  sky  and 
favourable  breeze  gave  promise  of  better  fisiung  weath-r. 
One  or  two  boats  are  now  going  out  daily,  but  with  tlie 
chronicling  of  anything  like  sitisfactory  gpoit  there  '^iil 
be  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  arglers  on  tte 
loch. — Robert  Laino. 

Loch  Tay  'Kiliin,  N  B.).— April  5  Mr.  H.  J. 
Knight  landed  a  salmon  ZW)),  April  9,  Mlt  u.,  3,  Knigbt, 


one,  81b.  April  11,  Master  H.  Bergsr,  two,  231b.  and 
181b. ;  Mr.  Smith,  one,  221b.  April  12,  Miss  M.  Berger,one, 
14lb.  April  13,  Miss  Berger,  one,  181b.  April  10,  Miss 
Berger,  one,  211b.  April  17,  Master  Berger,  one,  151b. — 
H.  J.  Mai.sky. 

I>yon  (Foxtingall,  Glen  Lyon,  Ferthshtre).— 
Fishing  from  the  Fortingall  Hotel,  Mr.  Glegge  Thomas, 
Liverpool,  landed  a  salmon,  weight  Wlb.,  on  the  13th; 
also  one  of  16Jlb.  on  the  14th,  and  one  of  17^16.  on  the 
IGth.  Mr.  Hugh  McLellan  landed  one  of  261b.  on  the 
17rh  ;  also  Mr.  Henry,  on  the  Chesthill  water,  one  of 
16Jlb.    River  in  ply.— Paul  B.  MacPhail. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  Easter  holidays 
have  not  been  favoured  with  the  best  of  weather  from  an 
angler's  point  of  view.  Although  on  the  whole  fair,  yet 
heavy,  drenching  cold  showers  have  been  of  frequent 
occurrence  every  day.  The  hills  about  Upper  Deeside, 
Donside,  and  Speyside  have  been  again  coated  with  snow, 
indicating  a  very  low  temperature.  On  the  Braemar 
reaches,  Mr.  Lamont  had  a  fish  of  81b.  on  the  Fife  Arms 
water,  and  Mr.  Grenor  another  on  the  Invercauld  private 
section.  On  the  Balmoral  and  Ballater  waters  fairly  good 
sport  i3  got  daily,  and  some  beautiful  fish  have  accordingly 
been  landed  scaling  from  61b.  to  81b.  On  the  Glentana, 
Mr.  Barclay  has  had  fair  sport,  and  fish  are  plentiful  in 
the  Aboyne  reaches.  Here,  on  the  hotel  waters,  Mr. 
Brodie  had  one  of  61b.  ;  Mr.  Hall,  one  of  71b.,  one  of  7ilb., 
one  of  61b.,  and  one  of  6Jlb. ;  while  Mr.  Bryant  creeled 
two,  of  61b.  and  81b.,  and  two  of  71b.  each.  On  Saturday 
Mr.  Rees  creeled  one  of  121b.  On  the  Forest  of  Birse 
Lodge  water,  Mr.  Heaven  had  one  of  81b.,  and  Mr. 
Bullough  one  of  71b.  on  the  adjoining  beat.  On  the 
Kincardine  O'Neil  waters  a  good  few  fish  have  been  got, 
and  also  on  the  Banchory  and  lower  reaches.  On  the 
Kingcaussie  water,  fishing  three  days  of  the  week,  Mr. 
Fortescue  and  keeper  creeled  forty-eight  fish  (heaviest 
181b. )  since  the  season  opened,  but  latter's  sport  has  fallen 
greatly  away.  On  the  Park  and  Durris  waters  an 
occasional  fish  is  also  being  got.  On  the  Don  some  very 
good  baskets  of  brown  trout  have  been  made  chiefly  to  the 
worm,  as  the  water  has  been  too  big  and  dirty  for  the  fly. 
A  good  few  sea  trout  and  finnock  have  been  creeled  on  the 
Ythan  and  Ugie.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  rain  which  fell  towards 
the  close  of  last  week  caused  the  rivers  to  rise  in  flood. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  waters  are  in  the  best  of  order 
for  the  salmon  fly.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  a  goodly 
number  of  anglers  were  spinning  the  minnow,  and  quite  a 
number  of  yellow  trout  were  taken  with  that  lure.  In  the 
Mount  Annan  water,  previous  to  the  flood,  Mr.  Andrew 
Bell  ( Mr.  Pasley  Dirom's  keeper)  killed  a  spring  salmon 
of  151b.  in  the  silmon  piol.  In  the  Spittal  Pool  of  the 
lower  waters  Mr.  W.  Wright  hooked  and  lost  a  salmon 
when  spinning  a  small  minnow.  He  had  one  good  trout, 
and  returned  a  sea  trout  kelt  and  one  kelt  herling  to  the 
river.  Mr.  Thexton  caught  a  brace  of  yellow  trout  on 
Tuesday,  and  Mr.  Thornt'  n  also  had  two  or  three.  In  the 
Moffat  portion  of  this  liver  some  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  have  been  caught.  The  fly  is  on  the  water  daily  now, 
and  yellow  trout  are  in  good  order.  More  sea  trout  are 
running  in  the  Solway,  and  averaging  from  Ijlb.  to  Iflb. 
each.  Spring  salmon  are  not  so  plentiful,  though  the 
nets  are  getting  more  than  they  were  a  fortnight  ago. 
In  the  Nith  the  sport  is  improving  since  the  flood. 
Anglers  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale  portion  are  reported  to  have 
had  a  few  nice  baskets,  and  the  tributaries  are  yielding 
better  catches.  In  the  Cairn  and  Cluden  a  few  yellow 
trout  are  now  being  caught.  The  Galloway  rivers,  as  also 
those  of  A  J  rehire,  are  in  the  best  order  of  the  season  for 
trout.  A  goodly  number  of  Easter  holiday  anglers  are  on 
the  livers  this  week,  and  a  number  of  expert  hands  have 
had  fair  sport  sinca  Monday.  The  weather  is  milder, 
though  rather  unsettled  looking. — Heatherbell. 

Spay  (Morayshire). —  The  Spey  has  been  ia  full 
flood  recently,  and  as  fish  were  before  that  seen  to  be 
making  their  appearance  in  large  numbers,  good  sport  is 
anticipated  when  the  water  gets  back  into  its  normal  con- 
dition. On  the  Knockando  House  water,  on  Monday, 
Mr.  Payne  killed  a  salmon  of  101b. ;  and  from  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  Mr.  Grant  grassed  one  of  7Jlb.  ;  and  Mr. 
Wm.  Duncan,  fisherman,  two,  of  101b.  and  7Jlb. ;  while 
from  the  Easter  Elchies  water,  Mr.  R.  Middlemas  had  two 
of  71b.  each.  Trout  fishing  on  the  Castle  Grant  waters 
opened  on  April  1,  and  if  the  dearth  of  salmon  is  what 
the  water  bailiffs  predict,  the  trouting  may  be  expected  to 
improve  proportionately.  With  the  run  of  clean  fish 
grilse  have  made  their  appearance.  Good  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  got  during  the  past  few  days. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Te7iot,  and  other  Border  Streams.— 
During  the  past  week  we  have  had  a  diversity  of  weather 
in  the  Border  district,  and  the  rivers  have  been  running 
pretty  full  until  to-day  (Wednesday),  when  fly-fishing  will 
again  be  available.  During  the  time  the  "  spates  "  have 
been  on,  many  baskets  of  trout  have  been  got,  some  of 
them  up  to  101b.  and  121b  ,  but  the  maj  irity  of  the 
baskets  were  only  averaging  some  31b.  and  41b.  each — all 
the  baskets  being  got  with,  worm  and  minnow.  As  for 
salmon  fi.shing,  little  has  been  done  since  last  'hreport, 
although  I  hear  that  on  the  Earl  of  Home's  water  at 
Birgham  some  very  good  tikes  were  got  before  the  large 
flood  on  Saturday,  bat  particulars  are  not  yet  to  hand 
regarding  these.  On  the  Fl«org  Castle  upper  water  a  tine 
sea  trout  of  81b.  has  been  killed,  and  on  the  Henlersyde 
water  I  en^erstand  that  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle, 
Westwocd  Cottage,  Kelso,  has  had  three  or  four 
sea  trout,  averaging  from  5lb.  up  to  81b.,  while  he 
has  also  had  eeve  al  basbei's  of  common  yellow  trout. 
Weighing  up  to  lOlb.  Of  others  who  have  been  successful 
amoDgsi.  the  "  speckled  beauties  "  may  be  mentioned  the 
followirg :  On  Saturday,  Mr.  James  Turner,  Vere-street, 
London,  had  121b. ;  Mr.  Joseph  Hunt,  Commercial  Hotel, 
Kelso,  61b. ;  Mr.  Frank  Stephani,  Keleo,  61b. ;  Mr.  J. 
Cant,  Kelao.  6ilb, ;  and  Mr.  J.  TurnbttU,  71b,  5  ftU  of 


these  takes  being  got  on  Teviot  On  Monday  Mr.  Tom 
Marris,  Worksop,  on  the  Tweed,  had  41b. ;  Mr.  J.  Cant, 
Kelso,  51b. ;  and  Mr.  Joseph  Hunt,  41b. ;  all  but  Mr. 
Marris's  basket  contained  a  largi  proportion  of  grayling. 
In  fact,  on  one  day's  fishing,  Mr.  Cant  had  a  basket  of 
81b.  of  nothing  but  grayling.  Both  Tweed  and  Teviot 
seem  just  now  to  be  full  of  these  fish,  but  anglers  in  this 
district  do  not  care  for  them  at  all,  and  would  be  glad  of 
their  riddance,  preferring  the  yellow  trout  to  the  more 
coarse  fish.  On  the  Teviot,  on  Monday,  Mr.  William 
Dickson,  London,  had  'Jib. ;  Mr.  Cant,  4.b.  ;  and  Mr.  J. 
Hunt,  51b. ;  while  on  other  days,  Mr.  Thomas  Mercer,  on 
both  Tweed  and  Teviot,  has  had  baskets  of  from  61b.  to 
81b.  frequently.  Mr.  Rowley,  on  the  Tweed,  had  31b.  on 
Monday  ;  and  on  the  same  stream,  Mr.  Jas.  Tait  had  41b. 
The  net  salmon  fishing  all  over  are  improving,  the  river 
ones  especially  having  been  doing  good  work  of  late  in 
large  hauls.  At  Berwick  the  nets  hava  also  been  doing 
well,  but  prices  are  still  high.  Salmon  selling  at  2i.  8d. 
per  pound,  and  trout  at  2d.  6i.  per  pound. — Maxwhkkl. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballina  (SSoy  Hotel  Private  Waters).— Since  last 
report  there  was  very  little  done  with  the  rod,  owing  to 
state  of  the  weather  and  water  ;  but  the  nets  have  done 
fairly  well  up  to  the  present,  both  on  the  upper  and  lower 
reaches.  Fish  are  plentiful  on  the  pools,  and  as  soon  as 
the  weather  settles  we  will  have  good  sport.— John 
Devers. 

Saudou  (CO.  Cork). — This  river  has  been  in  good 
order  since  last  report,  and  salmon  are  reported  as  being 
numerous,  although  not  inclined  to  rise.  On  the  Manch 
waters  Miss  G.  de  Ratzen  landed  three,  8lb.,  !>ib.,  141b. 
Trout  anglers  on  the  tidal  water,  at  Innishannon,  have 
been  doing  well.  Mr.  Wm.  Seymour,  13th  inst.,  seventeen, 
weighing  9Jlb. ;  16ch  inst.,  thirteen,  weighing  71b. — W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — The  weather  has  continued  cold  and 
stormy,  with  showers  of  sleet  and  rain,  for  the  past  ten 
days.  This  has  caused  the  rivers  to  be  discoloured  and 
out  of  angling  order.  There  is  a  rise  of  12in.  of  water, 
which  has  caused  the  shallows  at  Kilrea  and  Movanagher 
to  be  too  deep  for  trout  to  rise  to  the  fly.  There  were  a 
few  boats  among  the  eel  weirs  at  Kilrea  for  the  last  week, 
but  took  no  trout.  There  are  a  few  salmon  in  the  lower 
reaches,  and,  as  there  is  plenty  of  water,  they  will  soon 
pass  over  the  weirs  into  the  upper  sections.  Some  trout 
have  been  taken  on  the  Maine  at  Ranaldstown,  bat  they 
have  been  rising  badly  to  the  fly. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast. — During  the  Eastar  holidays  a  good  many 
anglers  were  out  on  the  Clady,  a  little  mountain  stream 
near  here.  One  angler  is  credited  with  a  bag  of  fifty 
trout,  and  othera  killed  from  a  dozen  to  three  dozen. 
Some  very  heavy  trout  were  raised  on  the  dams,  but  none 
killed.  The  rivers  are  in  fair  trim,  but  the  fish  are  keep< 
ing  down. — i.  A.  B. 

Buudrowes  (co.  Donegal). — The  weather  kept  very 
stormy  and  wet  during  the  past  week,  and  in  consequence 
not  much  angling  was  done.  Still,  Mr.  C.  .1 .  Singleton 
and  Mr.  W.  Daspard  suocaeded  in  landing  a  few  fresh-run 
salmon  weighing  from  101b.  to  171b.  Tne  river  is  now  in 
good  fishing  order,  and  well  stocked  with  salmon. — M, 
Rogan  and  Sons. 

Btish  (co.  Antrim). — This  river  is  now  in  capital 
angling  order,  the  succession  of  floods  having  kept  it  at 
the  proper  height  for  fly  fishing  for  the  last  ten  days. 
Salmon  are  rising  badly,  and  very  few  have  been  taken 
since  the  opening  of  the  season  in  proportion  to  what  are 
in  the  river. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Cork  Bilvers, — Though  the  weather  has  been  generally 
unfavourable  since  last  report,  sport  has  been  pretty  good 
on  all  the  principal  rivers.  The  prospects  at  time  of 
writing  are  materially  improved  by  heavy  rain  and  by  a 
favourable  change  in  the  weather.  Salmon  are  apparently 
numerous  in  the  principal  waters,  and  their  numbers  are 
being  daily  augmented  by  fresh  arrivals  from  the  sea. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  Corrib  is  in  pretty  good 
trim  for  salmon  fishing.  The  fish  up  to  last  week  kept 
down  owing  no  doubt  to  the  chill  braezes.  Since  last 
report,  Col.  Parker,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  T.  G.  P.  Hallett 
have  killed  several  fish  up  to  151b. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Blackwater  and  BaUin- 
derry  are  both  in  prime  order,  and  trout  are  commencing 
to  rise  batter  to  the  fly.  Still  there  is  no  good  sp  jrt  to 
record,  the  most  of  the  trout  killei  up  to  data  having  been 
taken  Ijy  bait  fishers. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— This  river 
is  now  in  high  flood  and  much  discoloured,  but  in  the  early 
part  of  the  past  week  quite  a  number  of  fine  trout,  weigh- 
ing 4lb.  and  51b.  each,  were  taken  by  Mr.  8.  Moohan,  Mr. 
M.  Ready,  Mr.  P.  Donagher,  and  others.  The  weather  is 
settling  at  time  of  writing,  and  the  river  will  be  in  fishing 
order  in  a  day  or  two  again.  Several  salmon,  weighing  from 
101b.  to  26|lb.,  were  taken  in  the  net  and  box  fishery 
during  the  past  week. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Kstfrj;  liivers. — Sport  has  not  been  up  to  anticipation, 
owing  to  harsh  winds. — T.  J.  D. 

Eillarney.  —  Sport  has  been  maintained,  despite 
unfavourable  onditions.  Several  fine  salmon  have  been 
had,  and  the  brown  trout  fishing  is  giving  good  sport, 
which  promises  to  be  really  first  class  ere  long. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (CO.  Cork). — Sport  still  continues  good  sinca  last 
report.  The  river  has  baen  in  excellent  order,  but  the 
weather  has  been  very  stormy,  at  time  i  making  it  impos- 
sible almost  to  throw  a  line  against  the  wind.  On  Warren's 
Court  and  Ashton,  J.  A.  Jameson,  8ch  inst.,  7ilb.  and 
81b.;  9th  inst.,  91b  ;  11th  in«t.,  SJlb.,  15|1d.  ;  12m  inst., 
G|lb.,  71b.,  7ilb. ;  13th  insn  ,  9lb.,  9jlb. ;  14>.h  inst.,  8Jlb., 
ISjlb. ;  15th  inst.,  Sib.,  9Jlb. ;  16ti  inst  ,  71b.  On  Oak 
Grove,  Mr.  F.  M.  Leader,  eV.b.,  9Jlb.,  lOib.,  151b.  On 
Nettleville,  Col.  Br.>derick,  six,  (Ub.  to  121b.  On  Carhue, 
Mr.  H,  E.  Stanley,  91b.,  91b.  Oa  Leehans  and  Farran, 
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Lieut.  D.  G.  Dewar,  E.X  ,  91b. ;  Mr.  John  Ballen,  81b., 
8Jlb.  ;  Fleet-Surgeon  Fitzgerald,  R.X.,  T^lb. ;  Mr.  Saml. 
Haynes.  S!b.,  91b.,  131b.  ;  Mr.  R.  A.  Grove  Annesley, 
131b.  On  Fargus,  Mr.  J.  E.  Deacon,  71b.,  81b.,  111b.; 
Major  Adamson,  7Jlb.,  81b.,  101b.  j  Mr.  H.  Austen,  B.L., 
"lb.,  91b.,  141b.  On  Mr.  Bass's  water,  at  Oarriarohane, 
Capt.  Douglas  Pennant,  81b.,  101b.,  111b.— W.  Hatnes 

AND  Sox. 

IiOQg^h  Cnrrane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport, 
which  was  showing  up  very  much,  has  been  spoilt  by 
stormy  weather  and  heavy  intermittent  rain.  The  latter 
has  put  the  water  into  better  order,  and  as  the  weather  is 
becoming  seasonable  at  time  of  writing  (Tuesday  morning), 
the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  much  better.  The 
folloniag  are  detiils  of  sport  hid  in  the  favourable 
intervals  since  last  report :  Major  George  Cresswell, 
Butlers  Arms  Hotel,  two  salmon,  averaging  101b. ;  and 
Ned  Dennehy,  three,  121b.,  121b.,  and  111b  — T.  J.  D. 

Iiongb  Mask,  Corrib,  and  Na-Fougli  (Mount 
Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur).  —  Notwithstanding  rather 
rough  weather  since  last  report  fishing  has  been  a  great 
success,  and  trout  seem  to  be  well  on  the  feed,  Mr. 
Graham  Petty  miking  the  largest  basket  in  one  day — 
nearly  201b.  of  trout  and  a  beautiful  pike  of  201b.  Weather 
cilmingdown;  prospects  of  sport  g^od. — J.  A,  J. 

Loug'h  nSelvin. — Sport  waa  poor  on  this  lake  als5, 
ia  consequence  of  the  strong  gales  prevailing  all  during  the 
pist  week,  so  that  the  boats  could  not  get  on  to  the  fishing 
grounds.  Mr.  A.  J.  Tronoe  landed  one  salmon,  weighing 
lUb.,  on  12Dh  inst. ;  ai-d  Mr.  E.  White,  one  salmon  of  91b. 
OQ  16th  inst.;  Mr.  Knox  landed  a  trout  (Sai)no /eroj;)  of 
Sjlb.  on  12th  inst.,  and  a  salmon  weighing  9 Jib.  ;  Mr. 
J.  Slavin  landed  one  salmon  of  101b.  on  17th  inst.,  and  a 
gillaroo  trout  of  2Jlb.  weight.  A  few  baskets  of  trout 
were  taken  in  the  sheltered  bays,  heaviest  weighing  8Jlb., 
and  containing  eleven  trout. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Maney  Carra^li  (co.  Down).— The  Maney  Carragh 
is  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing.  On  Saturday  Mr.  James 
Eudwick,  Mr.  M'Herlin,  and  Mr.  Conner  killed  seventy- 
eight  trout  between  12  noon  and  C  30  p  m.,  fish  running 
up  to  lib.  The  killing  flies  were  :  Hare's  Bar,  Blue  Dun, 
Olive  Qaill,  and  Greenwell's  Glory.  The  Maney  Carragh 
is  a  nice  littla  stream  running  into  Dundrum  Bay — 
exceptionally  good  for  trouting  after  a  short,  quick  spate. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Monrne  (BTewkonstewart,   oo.  Tyrone).  —  The 

Mourne  has  toned  down  into  the  best  of  order,  and  with 
the  increased  temperature  trouting  should  greatly  improve. 
On  Monday  Mr.  Allnutt,  Mr.  Ranson,  and  Mr.  Evans 
killed  some  nice  trout,  and  since  then  had  additional 
baskets.  I  greatly  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Mr. 
G.  J.  H.  Fulton,  Abercorn  Arms,  which  took  place  on 
Wednesday.  Mr.  Fulton  was  a  good  angler,  a  genial  host, 
and  a  pleasant  companion.  Well  known  to  hundreds  of 
English  tourist  anglers,  his  death  is  widely  and  sincerely 
lamented.  I  understand  that  hia  sister,  Mrs.  Marshall, 
will  carry  on  the  business  for  some  time  at  least.  About 
Omagh  some  trout  up  to  21b.  were  killed  this  week, — 
J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  JiaugtB  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
BSayo). — No  angling  could  be  done  here  for  the  past 
week  owing  to  the  heavy  rain  and  high  winds.  As  I  write 
there  is  a  great  improvement  in  the  weather,  and  in  a  few 
days  good  sport  should  be  looked  for,  as  the  pools  are  well 
stocked  with  salmon.  Trout  anglers  fishing  Lough  Callow 
are  getting  up  to  two  dozen  daily,  averaging  over  Jib. — 
Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Longli  Der^  (Eillaloe).— Very 
little  to  report  in  the  way  of  sport  this  week,  the  water 
has  been  so  high  and  the  north  winds  so  piercingly 
cold.  On  April  IG,  Mr.  Arthur  W.  Blyth,  of  London, 
killed,  on  my  water  under  the  weir  wall  above  the  bridge, 
a  very  nice  springer  weighing  171b. ;  and  on  same  date  hia 
friend,  Mr.  Gilbey  Tokens,  London,  got  on  Lough  Derg 
a  "  bully  "  pike  of  201b.,  which  he  has  sent  to  London  to 
be  set  up.  Mr.  Blyth  returned  to  Brighton  yestetday 
(Tuesday).  Lovely  weather  to-day,  and  angling  prospects 
decidedly  good.— S.  J.  Hi  eley. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell). — The  following  is  _  the 
return  :  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams,  on  Doonaes  fishery,  April  11, 
one  salmon,  SUb. ;  13th,  one,  131b.  Major  Hayes 
Newiogton,  on  Prospect  fishery,  14th,  one,  171b.  Mr.  L. 
Cripps,  on  the  Newgarden  fishery,  one  salmon,  101b.,  on 
the  16th.  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones,  on  Hermitage  water,  13th, 
one  salmon,  271b. ;  15th,  one,  171b.  Sir  Henry  Meredyth, 
on  Woodlanda  fishery,  17th,  one,  151b.  Mr.  J.  W. 
StanclifFe,  on  Mr.  Ingham's  Castle  fishery,  14th,  one, 
IGlb.  Capt.  Sandeman,  on  the  Landscape  fishery,  13th, 
one,  21Jlb. ;  14th,  one  of  171b.— John  Eneight  and  Son. 

SEA  PISHING. 

Balllnskelli^s. — During  the  last  couple  of  days  some 
good  sport  has  been  had.  the  fish  consisting  principally  of 
pollack  and  gurnard.  Miokerel  are  reported  to  be  very 
numerous  off  the  Skelligs  rocks. — T.  .1.  D. 

Dingle. —  Sport  has  been  good  here  on  favourable  days 
at  poilack  and  ling.  The  mackerel  fishing  has  been  a 
failure  so  far,  and  the  outlook  for  the  coming  week  is  not 
rea«8aring  in  this  department  — T.  J.  D. 

Exm'.uth. — Bass  fisl.irig  is  giving  ezcellont  sport  here 
just  new,  batiketa  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  bsicg  made  in 
a  few  hours,  fiuhirig  from  the  pier.  Fish  are  taking  well, 
and  a  couple  of  fish  have  been  landed  on  one  line.  Season 
tickets  are  issued  at  a  small  charge. 

Olenlongh  (Sneem  co.  Kerr;  ). — Fishing  opera- 
tions are  ouce  more  resulting  in  good  catches  of  various 
fish  at  and  around  this  station,  but  no  mackerel  have  been 
had  so  far,  those  latter  fiih  keeping  to  deep  water  still.— 
T.  J.  l>. 

Pl:(  mouth. — There  has  not  been  much  fishing  during 
the  EasUtr  holidays,  but  the  amateurs  have  been  busy 
paintir  g  and  varnishing  boats,  gear,  &c.  Nearly  all  the 
big  boats  have  been  in  harbour,  and  the  trawlers  have  boen 


laid  up,  so  the  only  fish  we  have  had  landed  has  been  from 
steam  trawlers.  There  is  great  complaint  here  amongst 
our  drift  boats  that  the  French  steam  trawlers  not  only 
drag  through  their  fleet  of  nets,  doing  considerable 
damage,  but  they  trawl  across  the  sailing  trawlers'  stern 
and  carry  away  their  gear.  There  has  been,  I  believe,  an 
inquiry  into  the  matter,  and  I  expect  we  shall  have  a  gun- 
boat to  spot  these  foreign  gentlemen.  It  does  not  take 
long  for  a  steamer  to  do  £100  worth  of  damage  to  drift 
nets,  and  the  Government  ought  to  put  an  immediate  stop 
to  this  state  of  things. — William  Heaeder  (B  S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate  (West  Pier). — Some  fair-sized  eels, 
flounders,  and  a  few  small  pollack  have  been  taken.  The 
sand  smelts  are  plentiful.  I  have  just  caught  five  score.— 
W.  E.  Lakek. 

Valentia. — During  the  last  few  days  some  fair  sport 
has  been  had  at  pollack,  garnard,  and  whiting.  In  the 
Portmagee  direction  some  sport  is  being  now  had  at  ling 
and  cod  — T.  J.  D. 

Southampton. — Sea  fishing  has  already  commenced 
from  the  pierhead.  We  are  able  to  fish  on  the  pier  till 
10  a.m.,  starting  any  time  after  3  a.m.,  when  the  gates 
are  supposed  to  be  unlocked  ;  the  town  quay  the  same.  If 
anyone  wants  to  fish  after  10  a.m.  they  must  hire  a  boat 
for  the  purpose,  and  may  anchor  close  to  the  pier  and 
quay  to  suit  themselves.  The  permission  of  the  Dock 
Company  is  required  now  to  fish  in  the  docks,  but  that  is 
easily  obtained  by  applying  to  John  Dixon,  the  superin- 
tendent. A  green  ticket  is  issued,  and  allows  the  bearer 
to  fish  anywhere  provided  he  keeps  clear  of  all  work,  &c. 
The  harbour  generally  is  free  and  open  to  all,  and  after 
June  comes  in  sea  fishing  becomes  general,  Bass  are 
coming  in,  and  in  a  few  weeks  some  good  sport  may  ba 
obtained. — C.  McPherson. 


singling  ^ijefurcs. 

April  22. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Outing  to  Southend. 
April  23. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Annual  delegate  meeting. 

Kingston  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

Piscatorial  Society :  Presentation  of  cups. 

Twickenham  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

The  anniversary  of  the  birth  and  death  of  William 
Shakespere,  angler  and  dramatist. 
April  24. 

Gresham  :  Annual  dinner. 

Queen's  Pbcatorials  :  Annual  dinner, 

Wenlock  :  Benefit  concert. 
April  25. 

B.S.A.S. :  Lecture  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Miochin. 

St.  John's :  Distiibntion. 
Apr.l  26. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 

Cailton  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

West  Kensington  :  A.B.S.  concert. 


April  30. — A.B.S. :  Prize  distribution. 

,,  30. — St.  George  and  Dragon  :  Prize  fund  concert. 

,,  30. — Stockwell :  Lantein  lecture  and  concert. 
May    1. — Brunswick  Brothers  :  Visit. 

,,  1. — Collingwood  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,      1. — Cosy  :  Benefit  concert. 
,,      1. — Gresham  :  Paper  by  Mr.  Dickens. 
,,       1. — Wellington :  Annual  supper. 

,,  2. — Hounslow  and  Isleworth  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  3. — Oglander  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  7. — Hearts  of  Oak  :  Supper. 
,,      8. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Annual  sapper. 
,,      9. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 
,,      9. — Original  Clerkenwell :  A.B  S.  concert. 
,,      9. — Royal  George  :  Annual  saj>per. 

,,  9. — Walham  Green  :  Annual  ainner. 

„  9. — Walworth  Waltonians  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  10. — Peckham  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  11. — Cobden  :  Dinner  and  distribution.^ 

,,  16. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  15. — Brunswick  Brothers  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  15. — Elgin  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

,,  15. — Gresham  :  Paper  by  Rev.  E.  Meyer. 

,,  16. — Amicable  Waltonims :  Distribution. 

,,  16. — Highbury:  Annual  supper  and  distribution, 

,,  21. — Merry  Anglers :  Benefit  concert. 

,,  22. — Friendship  :  Distribution. 

,,  23. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

,,  27. — Second  Surrey  :  Annual  dinner. 

, ,  27. — Walthamstow  Brothers :  Outing  to  Broxbourne. 

,,  29. — Seymour  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution. 


^^cpotts  from  Clu&s 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thnraday 
Evening.  Address  "  Editor  Fishing  Gazkttk,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
RsFORT  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  AsBOoiation,  Ci  ipplegate  Institute,  Golden- 
lane,  K  C. — The  annual  delegate  meeting  will  tukn  place 
on  Monday  evening  ntxt,  23rd  inst.,  at  8.30. — R. 
Ghubnky. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge, with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  1^6  lOs.  3d.  from  the 
Central  Finsbury  A. 8.  "smoker";  itl  163.,  Albion 
Brothers;  £1,  Stockwell;  12s.  6d,,  Cosy  Angling 
Societies,  from  their  donation  boxes.  The  next  com- 
mittee meeting  takes  place  on  27th  inst.— 11,  Ghurnisy, 


Allason  United  Brothan^'  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  G^te.  W.— 
About  thirty  members  put  in  an  appearance  on  April  18, 
and  the  date  of  our  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  is 
fixed,  if  suitable  to  caterer,  for  May  10.    The  secretary 
will  report  to  our  members  on  25th,    We  had  Messrs.  G. 
Barker  and  F.  Wright's  (the  fish  auditors)  report,  and  it 
was  found  correct.    Both  gentlemen  were  heartily  thanked, 
Mr.  Ben  Abrahams,  sea  fithing  on  Monday,  April  16,  in 
Sussex,  had  ore  bass,  cne  good  eel,  and  flat  fijh,  &o.,  and 
Mr.  Wheeler  had  about  two  score  flit  fi  h,  &c.    We  hive 
an  outing  shortly  at  the  grand  old  place,  Southend-on- 
Sea.— Ben.  J 
Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald>  1 
faced  Stag,  Worship-street,  Fiusbury. — Members  please  ■ 
note,  owing  to  our  room  being  engaged  on  May  7,  we  jj 
have  decided  to  alter  date  of  supper  to  Tuesday,  May  8,  " 
We  have  three  trout  prizes  during  fence  months  to  fish 
for.    Our  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  May  23.—  . 
G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Waltouiau  Angling  Society,  The 

George  and  Dragjn,  St.  John-street,  Clerkeawell. — At 
our  last  meeting  it  was  proposed  and  carried  by  majority 
of  members  present  that  our  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
should  be  postponed  till  Wednesday,  May  16,  on  account 
of  the  holiday  being  so  close.  The  next  visit  on  the 
Clerkenwell  and  District  takes  place  at  the  above  on  j 
Monday,  May  7 ;  secretaries  of  clubs  will  receive  due 
notice  to  that  effect,  and  it  is  particularly  requested  that 
members  will  attend  next  Wednesday  evening  to  elect 
chairman,  &o.,  for  same. — E.  R.  Emuleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — Members  responded  well  to  sum- 
mons for  special  business,  the  question  ojncerning  fishing 
public  or  private  waters  being  fully  discussed,  and  the 
proposal  ultimately  rejected.  Final  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  annual  dinner,  which  promises  to  be  a  great 
success,'  and  will  take  place  at  the  Thomas  a  Beoket,  Old 
Kent-road,  on  Thursday,  April  26.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen, 
president  of  the  club,  will  occupy  the  chair.  Distribution 
of  prizes  fixed  for  Wednesday,  May  9.  Three  amive 
members  and  three  honorary  members  were  duly  elected. 
Committee  elected  for  ensuirg  season  were  Messrs.  R. 
Chadd,  J.  Farmer,  J.  Jones,  H.  Hamilton,  F.  Martin,  C. 
Cannar,  H.  Hamilton,  and  H.  NichoUa. — W. 

Battersea  Frlenaiv  Angling  Soulety,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— Our  annual  dinner  takes 
place  on  May  15,  also  distribution  of  prizes.  Mr.  Hersent 
has  resigned  his  post  as  treasurer,  on  account  of  business. 
A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  him  for  his  past  services. 
Mr.  Hudson  was  elected  treasurer. — A.  Dejonoe. 

Battersea  Piscatoriai  Society,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  Battersea. — Will  members  kindly  turn  up 
next  week  to  clear  the  books,  &c.  ;  and  donors  of  prizes 
will  oblige  by  sending  in  same. — T.  Teingha.m, 

Bermonasey  Brothers  Angling  aouiety.  Wool, 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — All  members  are  particularly 
requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  April  25,  to  settle 
the  date  of  the  annual  dinner  and  other  important 
business. — Alf  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  S.E. — Will  members  please  turn  up  in 
force  to  settle  important  business  and  election  of  officers 
for  ensuing  season,  and  settle  all  arrangements  regarding 
supper  and  distribution  ?  My  report  last  week  being  too 
late  for  insertion,  I  suppose,  accounted  for  such  a  poor 
attendance  on  Wednesday  evening,  J.  W.,  J.  M.,  and  W.  W. 
being  the  only  members  in  attendance.  Am  sorry  to 
inform  members  another  case  of  fish  smashed,  making 
three  in  a  short  time.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  next 
Wednesday. — Wheklhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W C— On  April  18  it  was 
decided  to  leave  the  books  open  till  Wednesday  next, 
April  25,  when  all  subscriptions  must  be  paid  without  fail, 
— T.  Paternoster. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road.  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — Our  return 
visit  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  May  1.  All  clubs  in  the 
district  who  have  not  been  notified  kindly  accept  this. 
We  hope  to  enjoy  a  very  pleasant  evening,  with  plenty  of 
talent.  Anglers  and  friends  are  cordiEilly  invitied.  The 
annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday,  May  15. — F,  Randall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Lord  Napier, 
Victoria  Dock-road,  B. — At  a  general  meeting  held  last 
week  Mr.  John  Sands,  jun.,  was  elected  secretary,  Mr. 
Brownlie  resigning.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  Fred 
Gray  for  the  next  twelve  months,  and  he  hopes  every 
member  will  endeavour  to  be  present  each  Wednesday  at 
8  p  m.  sharp. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — Our  annual  smoker  and  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Thursday  next,  April  26. 
Chair  will  be  taken  at  9  p.m.  shxrp  by  our  host,  Mr.  M. 
Bevan,  who  has  consented  to  supply  the  artistes.  Anyone 
who  has  been  to  his  Tuesday  night  concerts  knows  there  is 
a  treat  in  store.  We  hope  to  have  a  good  muster  of 
brother  anglers  and  triends.  The  proceeds  will  be  given  to 
theA.B.S.— W.  B.  F. 

Ciapnam  .)nnoclon  Angling  Soolsty,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Olapham  Jnnotion,  S.W.— 


£.'iO(io  lioNu.s  would  not  bo  thought  too  Inrga  an  amount  to  pay 
for  Iho  bliNHingof  hfaltb  by  niuuy  wretched  .suKerers  who  by 
<lay  and  ui^'ht  oro  tortured  with  ihe  raclting  paioH  peculiar  to 
(jout  nnd  rbcumatiHm.  Kolief,  however,  can  bo  pr.. cured  at  a 
much  lofs  cost  by  the  aid  of  Uolloway's  Pills  and  Ointment.  The 
fornirr  arc  of  so  purifying  a  nature  that  a  few  doses  taken  in 
time  are  nn  efl'pctual  provoutivc  ii^ainBt  an  attack  of  either.  The 
Ointment  should  be  ihorou^'bly  rubbed  into  the  parts  alTooted  at 
least  lwi<'0  a  day  after  they  have  been  a»llUn»atly  fomented  with 
warm  water,  which  opens  the  pores  ami  facilltatos  the  introduo- 
tlun  of  tU«  Olutuicnt  into  the  glands. 
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Members  please  note  that  quarterly  night  will  be  April  25, 
and  general  meeting,  Miy  2,  when  alteration  of  rules  and 
other  important  business  will  be  transacted. — G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Ciapnam  Strollers  Ansfllngr  Booiety,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.— Oar  general  meeting 
took  place  on  April  10.  The  following  otHoera  were 
elected :  Mr.  E.  C.  Stanley,  chairman ;  Mr.  Down, 
treasurer ;  F.  Rishop,  secretary ;  and  Messrs.  T.  Pasmore, 
J.  Pa^more,  W.  Bishop,  H.  Crowther,  and  G.  Chivers, 
oommittee.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday 
next  to  settle  distribution  of  prizes,  annual  dinner,  &c. — 

F.  BisHor. 

Cobden  Angiing  Society,  Eensal-road,  W.— Oar 

twentieth  annuil  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  will 
take  place  on  Friday,  May  11,  when  I  hope  to  see  all 
present.  I  should  like  to  see  members  pay  up  and  clear 
the  books,  as  the  time  is  getting  short,  and  knowing  that 
I  am  away  in  the  country  they  might  try  and  assist  me  a 
little.— T.  TwYMAN. 

Colling^ood  Angrllngr  Society.  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.B.— The  following  were 
nnanimoualy  elected  as  officers  of  the  club  for  season  : 
Mr.  J.  .Jeffrey,  president;  Mr.  W.  0.  Wiles,  vice- 
president  ;  Messrs.  W.  Poole  and  F.  Beames,  trustees ; 
Mr.  F.  Sorge,  hon.  sec. ;  Messrs.  G.  J.  Ford  and  R.  W. 
Ball,  auditors  ;  Messrs.  W.  Poale  and  F.  Sorge,  delegates 
to  Central  Association;  Mr.  F.  Sorga,  clerk  of  scales.  -If 
those  who  have  not  settled  up  will  do  so  soon  they  tvill 
greatly  oblige. — Feank  P.  Sorge. 

Coay  Angling  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
Btreet,  Buckingham  Ga,te,  S.W.— We  have  a  smoking 
concert  on  Tuesday,  May  1,  for  the  benefit  of  _  our 
esteemed  member,  Mr.  G.  Holman,  who  has  been  in  ill 
health  for  some  time,  and  is  now  in  need  of  assistance.  I 
hope  aU  his  old  friends  and  brother  anglers  will  assist  on 
this  occasion. — J.  White. 

Crown  and  Bnokland  Piscatorial  Society. 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  ClerkenweU-green,  B.C. — April  18 
was  quarterly  night,  but  owing  to  the  holidays  there  was  a 
poor  muster.  I  hope  to  see  a  better  next  week.  All 
those  in  arrea's  are  urgently  requested  to  clear  the  books 
by  the  25th.  Mr.  Wretton  was  elected  check  secretary  for 
the  ensuing  quarter.  Mr.  Franklin  gave  notice  to  resign 
the  secretaryship  as  he  would  not  be  able  to  attend  on 
Wednesdays  very  often  in  the  future.  The  election  for 
secretary  will  take  plaoe  at  the  annual  meetina;  in  May. 
Until  then  it  will  be  carried  on  by— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalsron  Angling  Society,  Browniow  Arms, 
Browniow-street,  Dalstnn. — On  Tuesday,  April  10,  a  very 
full  meetino!,  and  the  ofEcsrs  for  the  ensuing -season  were 
elected.  Mr.  T.  Thompson,  president;  Mr.  A.  E.  Lloyd, 
chairman;  Mr.  S.  Malby,  secretary;  Messrs.  T.  Midson 
and  E.  Parram,  trustees;  W.  Thompson,  treasurer; 
Messrs.  S.  Malby  and  A.  E.Lloyd,  delegates;  A.  Lloyd, 
E.  Mack,  F.  Wild,  A.  E  Lloyd,  jun.,  and  H.  Poore  were 
elected  as  committeemen.  Members  ara  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday,  April  24,  to  decide  where  the  annual 
dinner  shall  take  place ;  also  the  arrangement  of  the 
season  p  iz'>8  and  the  distribution  of  prizes. — S.  Malby. 

Friencship  Angling  Society,  Stone  House, 
Old-street,  St.  Luke's. — Members  are  kindly  asked  to 
atteLd  to  settle  the  arrangements  for  the  distribution  of 
prizes,  which  takes  place  on  May  22,  and  to  settle  the 
altsration  of  rnhs.  Full  particulars  will  be  given  next 
week. — J.  Levien. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — Our  annual  supper 
takes  place  on  May  8.  Will  members  clear  the  books, 
so  that  we  may  know  how  many  to  order  for  ?  We  have 
raised  our  standard  for  weighing-in — roach  8m.,  dace  7ia., 
rndd  7in.,  bream  llin.  We  have  reduced  the  dace  to  lOoz. 
for  epscimen  prize  instead  of  12oz. — A.  W.  Bllins. 

Barooart  A.ngUng  souxety.  Uarcuuri  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W. — I  suppose  if  I  keep  on  asking 
some  of  the  truant  members  will  turn  up,  and  help  with 
the  business  in  band.  If  they  do  not  I  trust  when  those 
members  that  do  attend  get  the  business  through  the  rest 
will  not  grumble  at  the  programme  because  it  will  be  no 
use. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Will  members  kindly 
note  that  the  supper  takes  place  on  Monday,  May  7,  and 
our  worthy  hostess,  Mrs.  Judge,  caters ;  so  don't  forget 
tbe  annual. — H.  Bag-raw. 

Highbury  Anguug  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N.  —  An  important 
meeting  was  held  last  Wednesday,  wh^n  it  was  decided 
that  the  best  specimen  for  the  past  season  was  Mr.  G. 
West's  dace,  lib.  loz.,  taking  the  society's  silver  cup  ;  the 
second  best  being  Mr.  F.  Berry's  trout,  61b.  SJoz.  Mr.  G. 
West  is  also  the  holder  of  the  challenge  cup  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Tbe  annual  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  is  fixed  for  Wednesday,  May  16.  Eleven  medala 
have  been  won,  six  of  which  are  awarded  for  trout. 
Several  members  have  been  out  after  the  latter  fish,  but 
the  only  one  to  score  up  to  the  preeeat  is  Mr.  G.  West, 
who  on  April  7  secured  one  on  the  fly  of  lib.  ZJoz.,  on  the 
club  water,  and  daring  the  holidays  another  of  5lb.  Siz. 
As  both  these  fish  count  in  the  cup  competition,  Mr. 

G.  W,  is  starting  well. — E.  Wymer. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — We  hid  a  good 
meeting  on  April  18,  twenty-two  members  bainj  present. 
The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Bullcck  and  Mr.  Wyse-Foster. 
Mr.  G.  S.  Richmond  was  elected  a  vice-president  of  the 
society.  J'ive  new  membjra  were  elected,  and  five  more 
propoeel  for  election  nijxt  week. — J.  M.  Brougham. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  tiooiet>,  Myddle- 
ton  Amu,  Canonbury-road. — We  met  on  Tuesday,  17th, 
when  Mr.  G.  Ungar  was  proposed  as  a  working  member. 
Will  membera  note  that  Taesday,  May  1,  will  be  general 
meeting  night  r"— J.  H.  Herif.rt. 


Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 

Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — Members  will 
compete  for  a  series  of  prizes  on  April  22,  on  the  Pier  at 
Southend.  A  special  meeting  on  a  matter  of  great 
impt  rtance  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  next,  25th  inet. 
All  members  that  can  possibly  attend  please  do  so. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Having  very  poor  attendances 
of  late  ;  will  members  please  attend  next  meeting  night,  if 
possible,  as  we  have  butiaess  to  settle  regarding  our  distri- 
bution ?  I  hope  members  who  have  promised  prizes  will 
forward  them  on  at  their  earliest  convenience.— 
G.  Bence. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — The  strong  wind  and  cold  weather  quite 
spoiled  the  Easter  fishing,  for  fair  casting  was  almost  an 
impossibility,  and  the  trout  seemed  quite  disinclined  to 
move.  A  few  nice  trout,  however,  were  had  from  the 
reservoir  at  Pen-y-Cae,  fishing  minnow,  and  I  think  this 
has  been  about  the  extent  of  the  sport  got  by  our 
members.  The  fish  are  now  in  good  condition,  and  of 
very  good  size,  fib.  and  upwards,  and  are  well  worth 
trying  for,  especially  as  the  water  is  a  pretty  early  one. — 
R.  Woolfall. 

Rojal  George  Angling  Society.  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square. — On  Wednesday  last  we 
were  fairly  attended,  and  got  through  a  deal  of  business. 
We  have  started  the  revision  of  rules,  and  have  already 
added  some  very  important  items  which  I  hope  will  benefit 
members  generally. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — The  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  April  35.  Ladiss 
are  cordially  invited.— P.  Thorlixg. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society.  The  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  WestminsterBridge-road. — On  April  18 
Mr.  Hulbert,  in  the  chair,  proposed  that  we  have  our 
annual  dinner  at  the  Black  Bibbit  Hotel,  near  Amberley, 
on  May  27.  when  Mr.  Buckhurst  has  kindly  consented  to 
take  the  chair. — W.  B. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Qneen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — On  our 
annual  meeting  night  the  usual  election  of  officers,  &o., 
being  done.  It  was  proposed  and  seconded  that  our  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  shall  take  place  on 
May  15.    Further  particulars  to  follow. — W.  Aldis. 

South  Bermonds«9  Clnb  and  Institute  Fisoa- 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  8.E. — Oar  sixth  annual 
dinner  has  been  arranged  to  take  place  on  Friday,  May  11, 
in  the  hall  of  the  above  institute,  and  it  only  rests  with  our 
members  to  draw  forth  the  support  of  many  kind  friends 
to  honour  us  with  their  company  as  in  previous  years.  It 
has  also  been  arranged  for  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  of  Cleveland- 
street,  W.,  to  cater  for  us,  and  I  feel  sure  he  will  do  his 
best  to  give  us  a  good  repast.  Mr.  Arthur  Sutherd  has 
promised  to  supply  us  with  a  good  array  of  talent,  so  it 
rests  with  ourselves  to  make  this  another  grand  success  ; 
trusting  that  all  members  will  be  present  on  Friday  next, 
20thin8t.— J.  H.  Davies. 

United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Druid's 
Head  Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — At  our  prize  distri- 
bution on  the  9th  inst.  we  had  a  very  large  muster  of 
members,  their  wives,  and  friends,  when  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent ;  the  lantern  lecture  given  by  Mr. 
Wade  was  very  interesting.  In  the  unavoidable  absence 
of  our  chairman  (Mr.  Drage),  Mr.  Cooper  occupied  the 
chair  and  distributed  the  prizes.  Amongst  the  visitors 
were  Mr.  Blsmore,  vice-president  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion, and  Messrs.  Dryden  and  Church,  of  the  Green- 
wich A.S.  We  had  some  very  nice  singing  by  Messrs. 
Simpson,  Pierse,  Reed,  and  Livit,  accompanied  by  Miss 
Alexander  at  the  piano,  closing  with  a  very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Wade,  also  our  host  and  hostess,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mackrill.— F.  H.  Bkak. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
BmbaAment. — A  special  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Taesday  next,  April  24,  to  fix  a  date  for  the  books  to  be 
cleared,  distribution,  and  other  important  business,  when 
I  hope  to  see  everybody  in  their  places. — H.  C. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Porest-road,  Walthamstow. — On  April  11  ■  our 
monthly  smoking  concert  took  place,  as  also  the  annual 
prize  distribution.  Mr.  Barker,  the  late  landlord  of  the 
above  house,  presided,  and  also  dis£ributed  the  prizes,  and 
we  thank  him  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  conducted 
it.  After  the  distribution  the  gross  weight  of  fish  taken 
during  the  past  season  was  read  out,  the  club  weighing-in 
the  grand  total  of  upwards  of  8001b.,  the  first  three 
members  standing  as  follows  :  Mr.  W.  Osmond,  first ;  Mr. 
D.  Flint,  second;  Mr.  A.  Eaton,  third.  We  thank  Mr. 
Goddard  for  the  way  he  exercised  the  scales  during  the 
season.  We  respectfully  ask  donors  of  prizes  if  they 
would  endeavour  to  bring  them  up  next  Wednesday, 
April  25,  as  a  few  members  were  disappointed.  We  had 
an  enjoyable  evening,  and  we  thank  all  for  their  work 
towards  it.  We  wish  to  inform  members  that  we  have  an 
outing  to  Broxburn  on  May  27  for  trout  and  eels. — W. 
Callcut. 

Walworth  Waltoniana  Angling  Society,  St. 

Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  8.B. — The 
annual  dinner  has  been  arranged  for  Wednesday,  May  11, 
and  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  the  names  of  all  members 
and  friends  who  require  tickets  as  early  as  possible. 
Messrs.  A.  Mercer  and  G.  Stokes  were  elected  working 
members  of  the  society  this  evening. — W.  Wray. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — On  the  24th  we  have  a  grand  smoking 
concert  for  the  benefit  of  our  old  member,  Mr.  W. 
Sullivan,  and  hope  fellow  members  will  rally  round  and 
support  him  on  this  occasion.  Will  members  please 
attend  early  next  meeting,  as  we  have  important  business  ? 
— H.  Heie. 


"KAP  AW  A'  FRAE  THE  SIDE." 

SoMK  three  or  four  years  ago  two  Ccckneys,  N.  and  X., 
went  to  stay  a  few  weeks  in  the  neighbourhood  of  PeebUe. 
"They  were  very  fond  of  trout  fishing,  and  used  to — what 
do  you  ciU  it  •'— "  thrash  "  a  river  near  there  day  after 
day,  with  little  or  no  success,  say  two,  perhaps  three,  ia 
the  day,  and  those  merely  "  scripers."  Now  it  so 
happened  that  a  friend  of  mine,  in  the  engineering  line, 
had  a  little  job  to  do  for  one  of  the  Cockneys,  who,  comin? 
into  hii  workshop  one  fine  morning,  either  in  .lane  or 
July— no  matter  which— saw  a  splendid  dish  of  trout  on 
the  counter,  ranging  from  Jib.  to  IJIb.  each. 

X. — "  Why,  where  did  those  come  from  ?  " 

Y. — "  You  know;  the  river  " 

X.— "What!" 

"  Yes,  yes,  your  river." 

"  I  n  the  name  of  all  that  is  splendid,  who  caught  them  " 
"Sandy!" 

"  Sandy !  What,  that  fellow  there,  turning  that 
la  V' 

Here  Y.  held  up  a  finger,  and  gave  X.  a  look  which 
said  as  plainly  as  possible,  "  Hush." 

"  But  he  has  no  rod,  no  reel,  no  wet  and  dry  flies,  no 
turned  down  " 

"  I  don't  think  he  has." 

"  And  he  caught  those  trout  " 

"  Most  certainly." 

"  You  amaze  me." 

"  Lor  !  bless  you,  sir  ;  he  can  go  out  and  catch  a  dish 
like  that  almost  any  time.    ThinSs  nothing  of  it." 
"  You  don't  say  so." 

"I  do ;  and  what  is  more,  he  has  watched  you  two  gents, 
and  he  says  you  will  never  do  any  good  here — in  short,  he 
calls  yon  "  duffers.'  " 

"Duffers!  Why,  man,  this  rod  alone  cost  me  three 
guineas  ;  it  is  by  " 

"  I  cannot  help  it;  he  says  he  will  undertake  to  catch 
more  trout  in  one  day  than  yon  two  would  in  a  week." 

"  Oh,  ah,  of  course  ;  I  know,  tickle  'em.    Good,  very." 

"  You  are  quite  wrong ;  Sandy  would  never  stoop  to 
that,  sir.  But  as  he  has  taken  so  much  trouble  to  watch 
you  and  taken  your  measure  so  accurately,  why  not  return 
the  compliment  ?  I  have  no  doubt  you  would  learn  some- 
thing. In  fact,  I  feel  certain  of  it.  The  country  is  rather 
open,  I  admit ;  but  you  know  that  grand  old  wiUow  by  the 
bridge  leading  to — to— to— drat  it,  let  me  see  " 

"  I  know." 

"  Exa,ctly.  Very  well ;  get  behind  that  on  the  furthest 
side  from  the  town.  Sandy  says  trout,  like  chub,  will 
hover  about  one  particular  spot  for  days,  and  a  few  yards 
from  the  tree  is  one  of  his  favourite  swims." 

"  But  when  will  he  be  there  ?  " 

"  About  six  to-morrow  evening." 

About  5.30  the  two  Waltoniana  ensconced  themselves 
behind  the  huge  trunk  of  the  grand  old  willow  a.s  directed, 
and  they  had  not  been  there  long  before  they  saw  Sandy 
with  a  magnificent  withy  rod  in  his  hand,  as  beautifully 
tapered  (according  to  the  poet)  as  the  leg  of  "  Bonnie 
Joan,"  lithe  and  lissome  as  an  eel,  and  tough  as  pin  wire. 

Tying  what  I  should  call  a  gudgeon-line  to  the  withy, 
about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  from  the  top,  with  the  knot 
directly  under  the  rod,  Sandy,  standing  well  back  and 
taking  a  rapid  survey  of  the  eddy,  immediately  dropped 
down  as  flat  as  a  flounder,  as  the  saying  is,  and  began  to 
drag  and  wriggle  his  body  towards  the  water  like  an  eel, 
or  rather  like  a  toad,  crawling  along  and  dragging  one  leg 
after  the  other. 

"  Did  you  ever  see  the  like  ?  "  said  N.  to  X.  aa  Sandy 
sent  his  worm  just  out  of  the  way  of  a  coaple  of  those 
interesting  dimples  you  sometimes  see  rotating  onward, 
and,  as  they  pass  by,  wheel  around  each  other  in  the  most 
strange,  yet  poetical  manner. 

"  No,  I  never  did,"  replied  X. 

"  Why,  he  is  twisting  about  like  a  snake." 

Here  Sandy,  having  got  into  possession — as  they  say,  or, 
rather,  used  to  say,  at  croquet — simply  took  hold  of  the 
rod  with  bis  right,  and  the  tackle  with  his  left  hand,  and, 
making  a  slight  bow  with  his  primitive  weapon,  the  same 
as  you  may  have  seen  a  lady  do  with  a  riding  whip,  let  go, 
and,  without  the  least  noise,  the  small  quUl  was  quietly 
pitched  into  the  desired  spot. 

"  Did  you  ever  ?  "  said  X.  to  N. 

"  No,  I  never  did,"  said  N.  to  X. 

And  almost  before  N.  had  done  speaking,  Sandy,  with 
his  left  hand  pressed  flat  on  the  ground  and  his  neck 
craned  to  the  uttermost,  ^\  as  playing  a  fish  in  the  most 
beautiful  style  with  his  right ;  and,  after  a  considerable 
but  ineffectual  struggle  on  the  part  of  Master  Trout  to 
regain  his  liberty,  played  the  fish  into  a  small  landing-net 
he  held  in  his  left  hand,  and,  without  the  least  splashing 
or  disturbance,  quietly  drew  it  on  the  grass. 

Voices  from  behind  the  tree  : 

"  Well,  if  it  don't  beat  cock-fighting  !  " 

"  What  asses  wa  are  !  " 

"No  doubt  about  it !  " 

"  I  feel  that  savage,  I  could  " 

"  So  could  I,  so  could  I." 

"  Hush  I    See,  he  is  wriggling  again." 

And  these  two  grand  ''trouters"  actually  remained 
behind  the  tree  untQ  Sandy  had  hooked  and  landed  six  of 
the  most  lovely  trout  you  ever  set  eyes  upon,  and  shortly 
afterwards,  when  he  had  pocketed  halt  a  crown  for  his 
take,  with  a  merry  twinkle  in  his  eye,  and  his  forefinger  at 
the  side  of  his  nose,  thus  addressed  N, : 

"  Heoh,  mon,  if  ye  wad  tak  troot  frae  here  ye  maun  just 
kap  awa  frae  the  side." 

And  the  two  innocents  had  not  to  wait  long  before  they 
benefited  by  Sandy's  sound  advice.  A. 


School  Books,  Dictionaries,  Ac,  including  Mr.  Jackson  s' 
Upright  Writing  Copy  Books,  in  English  and  other  Languages, 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dun- 
■tan's  HoHse,  F«tt«r-lane,  London.    Can  be  had  on  appUcatimi. 
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^offings  bp  t^)c  IBag. 


The  Manchester  Fishery  Exhibition  (promoted  by 
the  Moss  Side  Social  Acgiirg  Society)  will  be  held  in  the 
barqueting  hall  and  annexe  at  the  PalaUne  Hotel,  Man- 
cbfBt»r,  from  May  21  to  May  26  (inclosiye).  This 
exhibition  of  stuffed  fish  bids  fair  to  be  the  largest  ever 
held  oatside  London.  Mr.  W.  C.  Roach  is  director ;  Mr. 
T.  Rathbone,  sen.,  secretary;  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Pras, 
treaturer.  There  is  a  large  guarantee  fund,  and  every 
case  will  be  insured  against  fire  and  damage.  The  four 
counties  most  intimately  connected  with  this  movement 
are  Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  Cheshire,  and  Staffordshire. 

A  CATALOGUE  of  100  pages  is  being  prepared,  and  it  ia 
requested  by  the  executive  that  senders  of  oases,  &c., 
should  specify  any  items  of  interest  connected  with  the 
capture,  by  whom  caught,  when,  and  name  of  club,  so 
that  they  may  be  inserted  in  the  catalogue.  Captain 
Peter  Ormrod  (of  the  Wyresdale  Fishery)  will,  it  is 
expected,  open  the  exhibition  on  May  21.  He  ia  sending 
about  forty  exhibita,  and,  in  addition,  a  large  number  of 
live  foreign  fish,  which  will  be  shown  in  a  glass  tank. 
These  fish  have  never  before  been  shown  in  this  country, 
and  will  be  quite  a  novelty. 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

A.MUSEMENT,  combined  with  instruction,  will  not  be 
forgotten.  Vocal  and  instrumental  music;  lecture  by 
Captain  Ormrod  on  "  Fish  Culture  "  ;  lecture  by  F.  M. 
Walbran,  "By  Lake  and  River";  Ciuemetograph,  &c. 
Further  information  will  be  given  as  the  work  develops. 
Any  London  or  other  angler  who  would  care  to  send  casea 
to  this  exhibition  will  receive  all  particulars  on  application 
to  the  Exhibition  Secretary,  J.  Rathbone,  69,  Sloane- 
street,  Moss  Side,  Manchester. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  April  24,  at  the  club 
rooms.  Masons'  HaU  Tavern,  Coleman-atreet,  City.  Mr. 
W.  Senior  will  occupy  the  chair.  It  is  anticipated  this 
will  te  a  rfccrJ  gathering.  On  May  1  Mr.  Dickens  will 
read  a  paper,  and  on  May  15  the  Rev.  E.  Meyer  will 
discourse  on  "  The  Obsolete  Sport  of  Angling."  [lisv.  E. 
Meyer — I  guess  I'm  there  !1 

 >  »»♦ <  

The  fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  will  be  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  on  Monday  evening,  April  23,  at  7.30  p.m.  Mr. 
A.  W.  Homersham,  J. P.,  will  preside. 


The  annual  delegate  meeting  of  tte  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion will  take  place  on  Monday  evening,  April  23,  at  the 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  E.C. 


On  Monday  everybody  will  be  greeting  everybody  else 
with  the  remark,  "  This  is  Shakepeare'a  birthday  "  ;  and 
(juite  right  it  is  that  such  an  event  should  be  remembered. 
But,  after  all,  we  live  in  a  practical  world ;  and,  without 
irreverence,  I  would  like  to  ask  what  would  Shakespeare 
be  doing  if  he  were  among  us  to-day  ?  Judged  from  our 
modem  standpoint,  Shakespeare  literally  knew  nothing. 
He  never  struck  a  lucifer  match  ;  he  never  rode  a  motor 
car,  nor  yet  a  County  Council  tramcar  or  penny  omnibus. 
He  never  sent  a  telegram,  and  never  swallowed  a  postage 
stamp  in  the  act  of  moistening  it  (be  never  saw  one) !  He 
never  put  his  ear  to  a  telephone  and  received  instructions 
from  sweet  Ann  Hathaway  as  to  what  goods  he  should 
bring  home  from  the  stores.  He  never  saw  a  penny-in- 
the-alot  machine;  never  read  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
couldn't  tell  an  eighty-one  ton  gun  from  a  Lee-Metford 
rifle.  In  plain  English,  though  Shakespeare  lived,  not  for 
an  age,  but  for  all  time,  it  would  be  much  easier  to  write 
out  a  catalogue  of  what  he  didn't  know  than  of  what  he 
did.  He  knew  one  thing,  however,  that  many  of  us  would 
like  to  know  ;  and  that  is.  Who  was  the  real  author  of 
Shakespeare's  playa  ? 


An  ingenious  excuse  was  made  by  a  Hawick  poacher  the 
other  day.  He  and  his  crony  had  been  hunting  on  for- 
bidden ground,  and  at  last  raised  a  bare  which  took  refuge 
in  a  "  cundie."  The  dog  was  at  once  "  set  on"  by  one  of 
the  sportemen,  while  the  other  watched  the  mouth  of  the 
drain.  In  due  time  the  quarry  appeared,  but  managed  to 
elip  through  the  fingers  of  the  watcher.  "Man  Jock," 
said  his  companion,  "  what  made  'ee  bungle  the  biznesa  in 
that  way  ?  "  "  Bungle  it !  Sic'  a  hare  aa  that,  aw  wudna 
hae't ;  it  wae  as  thin  as  a  '  dale  bord '  !  " 


The  Leeds  Mercury,  in  an  article  on  Paul  Lord 
Methuen,  eaya  be  was  a  bit  of  a  martinet,  in  the  best 
sense  of  the  term,  always  bent  on  maintaining  his  Guards 
at  the  very  tip-top  of  efficiency,  and  nnaparing  in  his 
demands  upon  their  (ndurancc.  This  gave  rise  to  the 
conundrum :  "  Why  are  the  Guards  like  the  early 
Chrutians  ?  "   "  Because  Paul  persecuteth  them." 

T  N  a  Lambeth  shop  there  is  displayed  the  announcement : 
"  Khaki  helmets  tor  boys.  Sixpence  eacli.  Weekly 
payments  taken,  but  not  lees  than  one  halfpenny  per 
week." 


An  angler  acxions  to  get  to  his  pitch  cabbed  it  to  a 
railway  station  adjacent  to  London.  The  driver  of  the 
"  exprees "  bad  evidently  migrated  from  a  snail  farm, 
which  shell  fith  be  had  been  in  the  habit  of  driving. 
When  the  train  arrived,  two  hours  lute,  at  ita  destination, 
our  angry  piscator,  looking  out  of  the  window  of  hia 
compartment,  exclaimed:  "Good  Izaak  !    If  1  had  only 


known  the  diameter  of  these  wheels  I  could  have  easily 
estimated,  by  3  1416,  the  distance  from  town,  and  have 
stopped  at  home." 

 >  »«  »  <  

Mr.  G.  H.  Padgett,  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the 
Ingleton  Angling  Association,  Torks.,  wiites  to  the 
(fftCt  that,  in  consequence  of  persistent  re-stccking  and 
preservation,  the  aociety  is  now  one  of  the  best  in  toe 
North  of  England.  The  fish  are  at  present  in  good  con- 
dition, and  there  ia  no  fishing  to  be  had  much  cheaper 
than  at  Ingleton.  "  Several  have  come  down  for  a  day  or 
a  week  and  gone  home  well  satisfied;  that  is,  of  course, 
given  favourable  conditions." 

 >  »»♦<  

OUR  F.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  48  (New  Series), 

The  news  that  George  Henry  Wood  ia  dead  will  come 
as  a  shock  to  every  London  angler.  At  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine  he  passed  peacefully  away  on  April  10,  and  was 
interred  in  the  family  grave  at  Bow  Cemetery  on 
April  14.  Mr.  Wood  was  the  president  of  the  Hoxton 
Brothers  Angling  Society,  and  was  respected  and  esteemed 
— one  might  almost  aay  loved — not  only  by  anglers  but 
by  all  who  knew  him  throughout  East  London,  more 
particularly  St.  George's  Enst,  Sbadwell,  and  Wapping. 
Few  but  his  most  intimate  friends  knew  that  beneath  the 
apparently  healthy  and  robust  exterior  there  lurked  the 
deadly,  almost  incurable,  disease  of  cancer.  He  had  two 
hobbies  in  life — fishing  and  conservatism.  A  busy  man, 
the  only  recreation  he  allowed  himself  was  angling.  It 
seems  only  a  few  short  weeks  ago  that  I  met  him 
at  a  railway  station  on  the  Great  Eastern,  when 
I  thanked  him  for  something  he  had  done  for 
us  anglers.  The  truth  is  that  no  single  object 
connected  with  angling  or  angling  societies — charitable 
or  otherwise — escaped  his  attention,  and  to  which 
he  did  not  subeoribe  most  liberally.  Next  to  fishing 
came  "conservatism."  He  was  a  Tory  to  the  backbone, 
and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  St.  George's  Conservative 


The  Late  GEOBCfE  Henry  Wood. 


Club,  Cable-street,  E.,  which  was  opened  in  1884,  and 
from  a  pioneer  he  became  one  of  its  most  ardent 
Bupportera.  The  club  was  his  home  after  business  hours. 
He  was  one  of  its  trustees— he  was  more  than  that,  he  was 
its  firm  friend  and  supporter  in  many  a  dark  and  troublous 
time.  On  more  than  one  occasion  when  the  funds  were 
low,  or  money  was  required  for  some  special  purpose,  an 
anonymous  friend  "  came  forward "  with  a  substantial 
donation.  And  though  nobody  ever  dared  to  life  the  veil 
of  anonymity,  many  a  ahrewd  auess  was  hazarded  at  the 
identity  of  the  giver  with  Mr.  Wood.  This  was  character- 
istic of  the  man— he  hated  thow  and  ostentation — he 
delighted  to  do  good  by  stealth.  None  will  ever  know  the 
full  extent  of  his  charity  but  those  who  received  it. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  is  little  wonder  that 
he  had  hosts  of  friends,  and  that  those  friends 
should  be  present  at  his  funeral  to  pay  their  last 
respects  to  the  man  whom  they  loved  so  much. 
Handsome  and  costly  wreaths  were  sent  as  follows : 
Hoxton  Brothers  A.S.,  St.  George's  Conservative  Club 
(two),  Mr.  Palmer.  Mrs,  Palmer,  H.  Marks,  M.P.,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Crog,  Mrs.  Abrahams,  Mrs.  Coanett,  Mr. 
France,  Mrs.  Prance,  Master  Wood,  Mr.  Archer,  Mr. 
Hall,  Mr.  Stevena,  Josh  Coanett,  Mrs.  Bartlett,  Mrs. 
Rowling,  F.  Smith,  Dickson  and  Head's  employi'es,  Mr. 
Crowley,  Mrs.  M.  Beale,  Mr.  Tillman,  and  one  from  the 
chief  inspector  of  police.  Mr.  Frank  Newton,  a  much 
respected  member  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers,  who  was 
present  at  the  reading  of  the  will,  informs  me  that  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  will  be  the  richer  by  £100. 
 >  »  «  *  <  

Wi'i'H  regard  to  fishing  from  piers,  &o.  on  Sundays  at 
various  ecB-tide  reeoits.  it  was  stated  in  the  issue  of  April 
14  that  "  fishing  from  Hastings  pier  was  allowed."  This 
ia  not  so.  But  by  walking  cn  to  St.  Leonarda  pier  one 
may  fiah  without  let  or  hindrance  on  Sundays,  free,  but 
only  from  the  top  landing  stages. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Thomas,  of  Thames  dace  fishing  fame  (with 
the  fly),  was  "cut"  during  the  Easter  holidays  after 
trout.  He  visited  the  Mole,  and  the  Inre  was  the  Mole 
fly.  Amorgst  bis  catch  was  a  trout  weighing  lib.  9oz,, 
which  mea^sured  17Jin.  When  the  pie  was  opened — I 
mean  when  the  fish  was  opened,  its  stomach  revealed 
sixty-two  caddis  (trees  and  all);  the  head  of  a  miller's 
thumb,  snails,  shells,  and  a  stone,  the  size  of  a  large 
pigeon's  egg!  I  have  beard  of  fish  being  weighed-in  by 
the  stone,  and  I  hold  the  stone  in  question.  Poor  deluded 
trout !  Btonca  are  not  considered  the  most  nutritive  of 
diets. 


Anglers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  George' Merry, 
of  the  Merry  Anglers'  A.S.,  who  has  been  hors  delcomla 
for  some  weeks  (pleurisy  and  bronchitis),  is  himself  again. 
Glad  indeed,  George  ;  hope  to  meet  you  on  "  the  banks" 
in  your  favourite  Stour  at  Naylands. 


"  We  wet  our  lines  in  Shell  Rock  river,  a  few  milu 
below  Cedar  Falls,"  says  the  Xew  Tork  Press,  "and 
caught  a  catfish  that  weighed  1901b.  Being  without  fish, 
flesh,  or  fowl  at  the  camp,  we  put  a  pole  though  its  gillj 
and  shouldered  it  half  a  mile  for  dinner.  On  opening  it 
we  found  that  it  had  swallowed  a  smaller  cat,  that  weighed 
about  151b,,  so  we  said  we'd  eat  the  latter  for  dinner 
inatead  of  the  big  fellow,  as  it  was  perfectly  fresh.  But 
when  we  opened  No.  2  there  was  a  still  smaller  cat  in  ita 
gullet,  one  that  weighed  51b.,  and  as  the  party  conaiated 
of  only  three,  we  made  a  dinner  on  that.  I  have  abundant 
witnesses." 


At  the  Ballymony  (co.  Antrim)  Rural  Council  on  April 
12,  Mr.  l^I'Laughlin  drew  attention  to  the  action  of  the 
owners  of  the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery  Company_  in 
assessing  a  tax  on  anglers  for  trout  fishing  on  the  River 
Bann,  and  said  for  almost  200  years  anglera  had  enjoyed 
the  privilege  without  having  to  pay  any  tax  whatever  for 
fishing  from  Toome  to  Coleraine.  He  had  been  aaked  by 
a  number  of  anglera  to  bring  this  matter  before  the 
Council,  not  that  the  money  aaked  was  extravagant,  but  it 
was  the  right  that  they  questioned,  and  he  give  notice  for 
that  day  fortnight  "  that  they  protest  against  the 
arbitrary  action  of  the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery  Company 
in  the  attitude  they  have  adopted  to  impose  a  license  duty 
for  trout  fishing  on  the  River  Bann." 

 >»♦■»■<  

A  FISHERWIPE'S  SONG. 
When  from  the  cliffs  at  dawn  of  day 

The  roving  seagull  screams, 
And  wings  his  way  across  the  bay, 

I  waken  from  my  dreama. 
And  swifter  than  the  seagull's  flight 

My  thoughts  fly  far  away. 
And  all  day  long  a  lilting  song 
Within  me  seems  to  say, 
0  sun,  shine  bright,  and  winds  blow  right 

Over  the  bounding  sea, 
And  swell  the  sail  with  a  favouring  gale 
That  brings  my  love  to  me. 

When  fading  light  brings  back  at  night 

The  rovers  of  the  sea. 
And  stars  arise  like  angel  eyes 

To  watch  my  love  and  me. 
The  whispering  air  takes  up  my  prayer 

And  wafts  it  far  away. 
And  One  who  hears  shall  calm  my  fears 
And  bring  him  back  some  day. 

O  stars,  shine  bright,  and  winds  blow  right  . 

Over  the  bounding  sea. 
And  swell  the  sail  with  favouring  gale, 
Safe  bring  my  love  to  me. 
George  Taylor  (in  Toilers  of  the  t)eep). 


The  remains  of  the  late  Mr.  Palmer  Porter  Scott,  who 
for  upwards  of  thirty-four  years  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Thames  Conservarcy  as  a  liver-keeper  and  assistant 
inspector,  were  interred  in  the  parish  churchyard  of 
Thames  Ditton  on  Saturday  afternoon  last,  amid  general 
signs  of  regret.  The  deceased,  who  was  a  familiar  figure 
at  Henley  and  other  Thames  regattas,  at  which  he 
assisted  in  keeping  the  course,  was  followed  to  his  grave 
by  a  number  of  watermen  and  others,  including  Messrs. 
R.  Abnett  (Hampton  Court),  H.  Hammerton,  C.  W. 
Tagg,  Jno.  Milbourn,  H.  Edmonds,  and  others,  whilst 
amongst  the  numerous  beautiful  floral  tokens  of  respect 
was  one  from  Messrs  A.  Melson,  E.  Melson,  C.  Ives,  and 
V.  Weston,  of  the  Thames  Ditton  Rowing  Club. 

 >  »»♦ <  

The  spring  dinner  of  the  Norwegian  Club  will  be  held 
at  Hotel  Cecil,  on  Wednesday,  May  2,  at  7  p.m.  The 
president,  Mr.  Edmund  Gosse,  LL.D  ,  will  take  the  chair. 
The  guests  cf  the  club  will  he  Mr.  Gilbert  Parker,  Mr. 
J.  M.  Barrie,  and  Mr.  Hamo  Thoinyoroft,  R.A.  Tickets 
are  now  ready.  Cheques  and  postal  orders  to  be  made 
payable  to  the  hon.  secretary.  Kindly  address  letters, 
enclosing  cheques,  Ac.,  to  T.  B.  Willeon,  Campbell  Ho 
Shooters'  Tlill,  Kent. 


Where  did  I  go  for  my  holidays?    Don't  like  to  ta 
ycu.    "  Spring— beautiful  spring  !  "    Spring — out  of  he 
Spring  in  bed.   The  latter  by  far  the  most  oomforta 
during  the  cold,  we-t,  and  b'ustery  Knstertide. 
matter;  we  have  a  change  for  the  better,  iind  I  hope 
have  a  day  or  two  on  the  Lark  at  Barton  Mills,  and  try  fo 
seme  of  the  fine  fellows  which  Mr.  W.  How lett  telle  m 
are  to  be  seen.    To  be  aee  n  ia  satisfactory  ;  but  to  be  f 
will  be  infinitely  more  to  the  taste  of  Draonit. 


April  21,  1900] 
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GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  annaal  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Masons'  Hall 
Tavern,  Coleman-street,  London,  E.G.,  on  Taeeday  neit, 
at  6  30  p.m.,  when,  as  previously  announced,  Mr.  William 
Senior  will  preside.  A  cauital  programme  has  been 
arranged,  the  Guildhall  Glee  Sintjers  having  promised  to 
attend,  and  the  members  who  heard  these  gentlemen  at 
our  recent  omcert  will  need  no  reminder  from  me  that 
their  performincea  are  sure  to  prove  a  musical  treat.  ^  I 
particularly  wish  those  members  who  will  attend  to  write 
me,  notwithstanding  the  letter  sent  out.  Anglers  during 
the  list  few  months  have  been  full  of  laments  and  com- 
plaioiDgs,  and  the  Easter  holidays  have  provided  weather 
for  the  fly  fisher,  which  will  excuse  him  for  any  sort  of 
deductions  ;  a  more  unfortunate  and  irritating  time  could 
not  possibly  be  imagined.  I  have  letters  from  several 
members  who  went  away  for  a  few  days'  fishing,  bnt 
they  had  to  be  sitisfied  with  walks  in  the  neighbourliood 
and  friendly  cills  on  certain  tradesmen.  When  reports 
from  various  districts  are  disappointing,  our  own  waters 
at  Chesham  usually  provide  a  little  compensation,  and  the 
pa«t  week  ha^  proved  no  exception.  Mr.  Ohlson  captured 
a  very  nice  trout  of  13in. ;  I  almost  regretted  this  was 
returned  to  the  water,  until  I  learned  thjat  he  keeps  no 
fish.  Mr.  Gray  had  a  brace  of  sizeable  fish,  and  Mr. 
Woodruff  waa  successful.  A  member  who  went  down  for 
a  little  practice  with  the  liy-rod,  not  having  fished  in  this 
way  before,  captured  a  brace.  The  plurality  upset  any 
suggestions  of  its  being  a  flake,  and  that  the  tyro  will  be 
a  devotee  to  the  art  is  now  certain.  Mr.  Connellan 
and  another  member  in  Norfolk  had  several  disappointing 
da;  8. 

On  Jlay  1,  Mr.  Dickins  will  read  a  paper  before  the 
society  and  on  the  15th  the  Rev.  E  Meyer  will  visit  the 
society,  ai<xious  to  meet  old  friends,  and  will  reid  a  paper 
on  the  "  Obsolete  Sport  of  Angling."  I  hope  to  find  a 
numerous  attendance.  The  excellence  of  Father  Meyer's 
papers  is  well  known  to  the  Grei-ham 

J.  H.  Walkee,  Hon.  Sec. 


THAMES  RE-STOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 
A  COMMITTEE  meeting  of  the  Thames  Be-stocking 
Association  will  be  held  at  Carr's  Restaurant,  Strand,  on 
Thursday,  May  3,  at  8  p.m.    It  is  hoped  that  all  members 
d  the  committee  will  attend. 


ARMY  AND  NAVY  EXHIBITION. 
This  exhibition  at  the  Boyal  Aquarium,  which  opens  on 
May  24,  bids  fair  to  be  a  great  success.  From  the  pro- 
spectus recoived,  two-thirds  of  the  admission  money  will 
go  to  the  Widows  and  Orphans'  War  Funds,  so  that  every- 
one will  hi  doing  something  to  help  the  good  cause, 
besides  seeing  the  latest  developments  of  modern  war 
implements.  Already  in  the  war  section  places  have  been 
taken  by  the  Colt  Gun  and  Carriage  Company,  Nobel's 
Explosives,  the  Webley  and  Scott  Revolver  and  Arms 
Company,  C.  G.  Spencer  and  Co.  (of  war  balloon  fame), 
and  others  of  equal  standing.  Capt.  C.  E.  Verity,  whose 
active  service  record  ensures  technical  accuracy,  is,  we 
Tmderstand,  using  every  endeavour  to  make  the  exhibition 
thoroughly  representative  in  every  department.  Arms, 
accoutrements,  ambulance,  commissariat,  transport,  and 
engineering  will  all  be  represented,  and  no  donbt  all  these 
matters  possess  a  peculiar  interest  to  all  of  us  at  this  time 
of  stress  and  trial  in  South  Africa. 


THE  FISHERY  BOARD  AT  BARNSTAPLE. 
ILFBACOMBE  WATEB  SUPPLY. 

Members  of  the  Taw  and  Torridge  Fishery  Conserva- 
tors held  the  first  quarterly  meeting  of  the  new  Board  at 
the  Barnstaple  Bridge  Hall  on  Thursday,  April  12. 

The  question  of  the  Ilfracombe  Water  Bill  again  came 
up  for  discussion.  At  the  last  meeting  it  was  decided 
that  a  committee  of  inquiry  should  visit  Challacombe, 
from  which  place  the  Ilfracombe  Urban  District  Council 
proposed  to  take  the  supply  of  water  for  their  new  scheme, 
and  inquire  whether  it  would  ba  detrimental  to  the  fishery 
for  the  water  to  be  taken  from  the  streams  at  Challa- 
combe, such  streams  being  within  the  district  of  the  Taw 
and  Torridge  Board. 

The  chairman  said  the  committee  had  been  to  Challa- 
combe, and  they  were  shown  all  the  different  springs 
from  which  the  water  was  to  be  taken  for  the  Ilfracombe 
improvement. 

The  clerk  having  read  the  information,  the  chairman 
laid  the  Ilfracombe  scheme  required  one-third  of  the 
water,  and  what  the  board  had  to  consider  was  whether 
that  was  too  much,  and  whether  the  remainder  was 
sufficient  for  the  fish.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  for 
Ilfracombe,  but  they  had  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the 
board. 

Mr.  Marshall  reminded  the  meeting  that  last  year  the 
rummer  was  phenomenal.  If  they  were  to  get  another 
summer  like  that,  would  it  not  be  injurious  to  the  fish  if 
one-third  of  the  water  were  taken  ?  They  might  only 
have  a  trickling  stream,  and  to  take  one-third  from  that 
would  not  leave  sufficient  for  the  fish. 

The  Rev.  J.  Vowler  Tanner  said  of  course  Ilfracombe 
should  be  supplied,  but  it  did  seem  to  him  that  it  was  the 
method  which  was  so  objectionable.  Water  could  be 
dammed  back,  compensating  water  could  be  given  in  the 
tummer,  and  very  little  damage  done  to  the  river.  He 
had  known  the  lirer  Taw  sixty  years,  and  the  lower 
reaches  suffered  now  immensely  as  compared  with  what 
they  used  to.  Could  they  use  their  infiuence  with  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  have  the  water  dammed  back  P  It 
could  be  saved,  then,  in  the  rainy  time,  and  no  injury 
would  be  done  to  the  fishing. 

Mr.  Marshall  said  they  were  there  to  look  after  the 


fishing,  as  the  chairman  had  hinted.  In  a  dry  summer 
the  water  which  would  be  left  after  taking  one-third  would 
not  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  fish  alive. 

Mr.  Asoott  dissented  from  the  view  that  an  injury 
would  be  done  to  the  fisbincr,  and  he  moved  that  the  Board 
offer  no  cbjiction  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Aehton  seconded.  He  was  proceeding  to  speak  of 
the  moral  duty  of  farthering  the  interests  of  Ilfracombe, 
when  the  chairman  replied  that  they  were,  possibly,  all 
agreed  on  the  importance  of  Ilfracombe  being  properly 
supplied,  but  Mr.  Ashton  had  better  confine  himself  to 
the  question  as  it  affected  that  board. 

Mr.  .Ashton  said  the  supplying  of  water  to  a  town  was 
of  more  importance  than  keeping  trout  in  a  stream.  In 
the  interests  of  the  neighbourhood  generally  the  Board 
onght  not  to  offer  any  objection  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Lake  supported,  and  said  there  were  two  large 
reservoirs  at  Ilfracombe  which  would  be  filled,  and  they 
would  be  the  collecting  area.  All  the  water  was  wanted 
for  was  to  keep  a  small  stream  running  through  those 
reservoirs.  He  did  not  believe  that  Ilfracombe  would 
actually  require  one  half  of  what  they  were  asking  for 
powers  to  take.  He  did  not  consider  that  having  a 
reservoir  at  Challacombe,  as  had  been  suggested,  was  at 
alL  necessary.  He  could  not  see  that  the  water  they 
wanted  to  take  would  result  in  an  injury  to  the  fish. 
They  would  not  want  to  take  the  water  until  about  mid- 
summer. 

Mr.  C.  P.  Tanner  thought  the  time  they  wanted  the 
water  at  Ilfracombe  was  exactly  the  time  the  fish  wanted  it. 

Mr.  Vowler  Tanner  moved  an  amendment  to  the  effect 
that  depriving  the  river  of  one-third  of  the  water  would 
be  injutioua  to  the  preservation  of  fish  unless  some  pro- 
vision was  made  for  damming  back  the  water  and  com- 
pensating the  water  during  the  summer. 

Capt.  Monk  seconded. 

Mr.  H.  Chioh  ester  said  the  taking  of  the  water  would 
not  affect  ChaUaoombe,  as  there  were  no  fish  there.  They 
were  all  limed. 

The  chairman  hoped  that  would  not  be  continued. 

On  the  amendment  being  put  six  members  voted  for  it 
and  five  against.  One  member  did  not  vote.  The  amend- 
ment was  therefore  declared  carried. — Devon  and  Exeter 
Oazette. 


AUSTRALIAN  INLAND  RIVERS. 
AnsTBALiA  possesses  several  inland  rivers,  the  largest 
and  most  important  being  found  in  the  western  districts  of 
New  South  Wales,  where,  instead  of  a  narrow  8trip_  of 
country,  as  on  the  coast,  shut  in  by  the  sea  and  mountains, 
and  intersected  by  numerous  short  rivers,  with  a  rapid 
flow,  the  district,  many  hundreds  of  square^  miles  in 
extent,  forms  a  vast  basin  through  which  the  quiet  waters 
of  a  few  great  rivers  have  their  long  though  uncertain 
courses.    The  rivers  of  the  western  region  all  belong  to 
the'  fluvial  system  of  the  Murray,  which  carries  to  the 
Southern  Ocean,  through  the  colony  of  South  Aus- 
tralia, the  drainage  of  a  watershed  immense  in  extent, 
embracing  the  northern  portion  of  Victoria  and  the 
western  and  larger  part  of  New  South  Wales,  and 
reaching  almost  to  the  centre  of  Queensland.  The 
Murray,  or  Hume,  the  southern  bracoh  of  this  vast 
river  system,  rises  in  the  Snowy  Mountaiaa  in  New 
South  Wales,  from  which  its  three  principal  sources 
descend.    The  first  two  of  these  streams  rise  on  the 
northern  and  western  slopes  of  Mount  Kosciusko,  the 
third  rising  in  a  mountain  gully  at  an  elevation  of  .^OOOft. 
above  the  sea.    From  the  conflaenoe  of  these  rivers  the 
Murray  rapidly  descends  towards  the  plains  below  Albury, 
where  it  is  only  490ft.  above  sea-level,  with  a  course  of 
1439  miles  still  to  run.  '  From  Albury  downwards,  the 
river,  which  forms  the  boundary  between  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria,  receives  many  tributaries  on  both 
banks,  those  fiom  the  older  colony  being  the  most 
important.   Above  Albury  the  tributaries  are  for  the  most 
part  mountain  torrents,  carrying  to  the  main  stream  the 
melted  snows  of  the  Australian  Alps.    In  its  lower  course 
the  Murray  is  augmented,  through  the  Murrnmbidgee  and 
the   Darling,  by  the  waters  of  secondary  systems  as 
important   as   its   own,  also   by  those   of  numerous 
minor   rivers    and   large   creeks.     The   total  coarse 
of  the  river  from  its  sonrcs  to  the  sea  is  1719  miles, 
of  which  1250  miles  are  within  New  South  Wales.  The 
Murrumbidgee  has  its  source  at  the  foot  of  a  hill  nearly 
6000ft.  above  the  sea,  and  joins  the  main  river  after  a 
course  of  1350  miles.   The  area  drained  by  the  Murrum- 
bidgee is  estimated  at  15,400  square  miles.   The  upper 
valleys,  both  of  the  Murrumbidgee  and  the  Murray,  are  of 
similar  physical  aspect.    Both  rivers  are  snow-fed,  the 
Murray  to  a  greater  extent  than  its  tributary,  owing  to 
the  higher  elevation  of  the  mountains  and  plateaiu  from 
which  it  descends.    In  the  lower  basins  they  are  also 
similar  in  character,  and  the  plains  which  they  drain  are 
amongst  the  most  fertile  in  the  colony.    With  an  intelligent 
system  of  water  conservation  and  irrigation,  the  lower 
valleys  of  these  livers  would  support  a  large  population  of 
agriculturists  on  land  hitherto  devoted  entirely  to  sheep 
pasturing.    The  chief  tributary  of  the  Murrumbidgee  is 
the  Lachlan,  rising  in  the  Main  Dividing  Range,  where  its 
principal  feeders  also  have  their  source.    In  the  latter 
part  of  its  course  the  Lachlan  flows  to  the  Murrumbidgee 
through  500  miles  of  plain  country,  without  receiviog  any 
tributary  of  permanent  character.   The  total  length  of 
the  river  is  700  miles,  and  its  basin  has  an  area  of  13,600 
square  miles.    Of  all  the  tributaries  of  the  Murray,  the 
Darling  drains  the  largest  area,  extending  as  it  does  over 
the  greater  portion  of  the  western  district  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  embracing  nearly  all  Southern  Queensland. 
For  over  1000  miles  this  great  river  holds  its  solitary 
course,  Nile-like,  feeding  the  thirsty  plains  of  the  south 
with  water  falling  many  hundred  miles  distant  on  the 
downs  of  Queensland.     The  course  of   the  river  is 


tortaoui  in  the  extreme ;  in  many  places  a  narrow 
neck  of  land,  a  mile  or  two  act o is,  separate  parte 
of  the  river  twenty  miles  dijitaot  if  the  stream 
were  followed.  The  Darling  pretente  the  phenomenon, 
not  nnommon  in  Australian  rivers,  of  oanka  much 
higher  than  the  plain  behii  d ;  indeed,  the  river  bed  itself, 
though  from  30tt.  to  Ulit.  beueath  the  bank,  is  in  some 
places  but  little  below  the  general  level  of  the  country. 
Successive  floods  have  added  to  the  height  of  the  banks, 
and  have  raisrd  the  bed  of  the  stream  correspondingly. 
The  river  is  navigable,  in  times  of  freshets,  for  shallow 
steamers  as  far  as  the  township  of  Walgett,  ]7o8  miles 
from  its  conflaenoe  with  the  Murray ;  tbence  to  the  sea 
the  distaDce  is  587  miles,  making  a  total  length  of  navigable 
water  from  Walgett  to  the  sea  of  2345  miles,  and  it  there- 
fore ranks  high  amongst  the  rivers  of  the  world,  as 
estimated  by  navigable  length.  Of  the  total  inland  water- 
ways ot  the  colony,  nearly  4200  miles  are  navigable,  or 
could  readily  be  made  so.  John  Pluumeb, 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales. 


INGLETON  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION 
(YORKSHIRE). 

On  Saturday  last,  April  14,  the  above  association  put 
1500  yearling  trout  into  the  two  streams.  The  trout, 
which  were  purchased  from  the  Howieton  Fishery, 
Stirling,  were  a  splendid  sample.  Only  one  died  on  being 
found.  The  association  are  to  be  complimented  on  the 
energy  they  display.  During  the  last  two  seasons  they 
have  stocked  the  two  streams  by  no  less  than  3000  trout, 
and  as  an  angling  association  it  will  rank  as  one  of  the 
cheapest  in  England.  T&e  association  have  eight  miles  of 
stream,  and  a  season  ticket  can  be  obtained  for  5s.  The 
trout  were  placed  in  the  streams  at  various  points  under 
the  superintendence  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Padgett,  one  of  the 
vice-presidents,  ably  assisted  by  Messrs.  G.  Holmes,  Sapt. 
Haynes,  R.  W.  Cragg,  J.  Slinger,  W.  Tomlinson,  T. 
Marsden,  J.  Martindale,  and  J.  Berry,. the  hon.  sec  ,  Mr. 
S.  Worthington,  being  unable  to  assist  owing  to  indisposi- 
tion. 


FEEDING  FISH  NOT  A  NEW  IDEA, 
My  friend  Mr.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  writing  from  Quebec, 
adds  a  postscript  to  his  letter  w])ich  b  extremely  interesting 
to  me,  and  I  doubt  not  that  it  will  be  of  considerable 
interest  to  readers  of  Forest  and  Stream,  as  it  shows  that 
the  necessity  for  feeding  fish  was  considered  more  than  a 
cntury  ago,  and  before  the  discovery  of  the  art  of  artificial 
fish  propagation  was  made  public  by  Jacobi.  In  fact,'  the 
extract  which  Mr.  Chambers  sends  me  is  taken  from  a  poem 
apparently  written  nine  years  after  Jacobi  made  his  dis- 
covery in  1741. 

If  it  was  important  that  food  be  provided  for  fish  150 
years  ago,  how  much  more  is  it  important  that  food  be 
provided  now  when  hundreds  of  millions  of  young  fish  are 
hatched  annually  by  artificial  processes  and  tuined  out 
into  wild  waters  to  seek  their  own  living.  Mr.  Chambers 
says  : 

"  To-day  I  was  reading  an  old  poem  on  fish  ponds.  The 
date  of  the  manuscript,  says  the  author  who  furnishes  it, 
is  uncertain,  probably  about  1750,  and  from  corrections  in 
the  original,  appears  to  have  been  the  copy  of  the  trans- 
lator, the  Rev.  John  Buncombe,  of  Corpus  Christi  College, 
Oxford,  Rector  of  Hearne,  Kent,  and  St.  Andrew,  with 
St.  Bredman,  Canterbury,  who  died  Jan.  19,  1786,  aged 
fifty-six. 

"  Half  a  dozen  lines  following  the  description  of  ponds 
upon  the  necessity  of  providing  food  for  planted  fish 
recalled  so  vividly  your  own  frequent  insistence  on  this 
point  that  I  copy  them.  They  show  that  all  the  ancients 
were  not  quite  such  fools  as  some  of  the  moderns  are,  who, 
forgetful  of  the  fact  that  they  don't  live  on  air  though 
they  do_  exist  in  it,  seem  to  think  that  fish  should  live  both 
on  and  in  the  water : 

"  '  Be  mindful,  thou,  the  hungry  race  to  feed. 

The  fish  themselves  in  their  own  cause  will  plead, 

And,  rising  to  the  surface  of  the  flood. 

With  gaping  jaws  demand  their  wonted  food. 

Ponds  tor  your  fish  wherever  you  provide. 

They  with  fresh  store  in  spring  should  be  supplied.'  " 

The  very  next  day  after  I  had  read  Mr.  Chambers' 
letter,  the  Fishing  Gazette,  London,  came  to  hand  with 
an  account  of  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishing  Club, 
over  which  Sir  Edivard  Grey,  Bart.,  M.P.,  presided.  One 
of  the  most  delightful  of  modem  angling  books  is  "  Fly 
Fishing,"  by  Sir  Edward  Grey,  pnblished  last  year  in 
London,  a  book  that  I  have  intended  to  write  a  notice  of, 
and  will,  if  ever  I  get  the  time  to  do  so. 

Sir  Edward  Grey  on  Fish  Food. 

Having  quoted  an  opinion  in  regard  to  the  necessity  of 
feeding  planted  fish  that  is  150  years  old,  it  is  here 
followed  by  an  extract  from  the  address  of  the  chairman 
at  the  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishing  Club  in  the  year  1900  : 

"  I  read  the  other  day  in  the  newspapers  that  the  School 
Board  for  London,  which  has  devoted  great  attention  to 
the  education  of  children,  was  beginning  to  devote 
attention  as  to  how  they  were  to  be  fed.  Now,  my 
thoughts  are  always  running  upon  fishing,  and  this 
suggested  to  me  something  in  fishing  which  may  not, 
perhaps,  be  obvious  to  those  members  who  are  not  so  fond 
of  fly  fishing  as  I  am.  They  are  deaUug  with  children ; 
but  how  about  trout  ?  We  have  educated  our  trout  most 
successfully.  There  is  nothing  to  complain  of  in  the 
education  of  trout.  Certainly;  but  really  there  is  some- 
thing to  find  fatilt  with  in  regard  to  their  feeding.  We 
have  taken  exceedingly  little  trouble  about  feeding  our 
trout,  far  less  than  we  have  done  about  their  education . 
Let  us  take  a  leaf  out  of  the  book  of  the  London  School 
Board. 


2P6 


TTTE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  21,  1900 


BOOKS  ON 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Brown-^^  THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN  FRONTIER : 

the  Adventures  and  OWservations  of  an  American  in  Rhodesia.  By 
William  Harvey  Bkown.  With  32  Illustrations  and  2  Folding 
Maps.    Demy  8vo.,  cloth  extra,  12s.  6d.  net. 

"  The  fact  thvt  Mr.  Brown  his  mainly  confined  himself  to  the  things  that  lie 
siw  wiih  his  own  eyes  gives  his  book  contiJerable  value ;  it  is  written  in  an  agreeably 
simple  and  modest  fashian,  which  commends  it  to  the  reader." — Athen.eum. 

£?roiv/i-THE  GUIDE  TO  SOUTH  AFRICA,  for 

the  use  of  Tourists,  Sportsmen,  Invalids,  and  Settlers.  Crown  8vo., 
cloth,  23.  6d.  Edited  by  A.  S.  and  G.  G.  Brown  for  the  Castle  Mail 
Packets  Co.,  Ltd. 

Churchill-Um,  MINES,  AND  ANIMALS  IN 

SOUTH  AFRICA:  Survey  of  Mashonaland  and  Study  of  Life  at 
Johannesburg.  By  Lord  Randolph  Churchill.  With  Sketches 
by  Captain  Giles,  R  A.,  Commander  of  the  Expedition.  New  and 
Cheaper  Edition.    Crown  8vo.,  2s.  6d. 

/?ei^erei/jr-SIDE  LIGHTS  ON  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

By  Rot  Devereux.  With  Map  of  South  Africa.  Crown  8vo., 
cloth  extra,  6s.  [Secotul  Edition. 

"  .  .  .  The  charm  and  value  of  the  book  consist  in  its  treatment  of  the  South 
African  question  as  a  question  not  only  of  Imperial  politics,  but  of  advancing  civilisation, 
and  of  a  bumanity  broader  and  more  generous  than  has  ever  emerged  into  the  Boer's 
concaption  of  the  State." — Daily  News. 

//ecfr^or//-TRANSVAAL,  A  LADY  TRADER'S 

ADVENTURES  IN  THE.  By  Mrs.  Heckford.  Crown  8vo., 
2s.  6d. 

Matthews— imW Am  YAMI;  or,  Twenty  Years' 
Personal  Experience  in  South  Africa.  By  J.  W.  Matthews,  M.D. 
8vo.,  14s. 

Moiteno-A  FEDERAL  SOUTH  AFRICA.  By 

p.  A.  Moltbno.    Crown  8vo.,  7s.  6d. 

Par^er-SOUTH    AFRICAN  SPORTS:  Cricket, 

Football,  Athletics,  &c.  An  Official  Han:l;j'>oli.,  with  Portraits  of 
Leading  Athletes  and  Officials.  By  G.  A.  Parker.  Crown  8vo., 
3s.  6d. 

ffae-TRANSVAAL.— MALABOOH;  or,  Notes  from 

my  Diary  on  the  Boer  Campaign  of  1894  against  the  Chief  Malaboch 
of  Blaauwberg,  District  Zoutpansburg,  S.A.R.,  to  which  is  appended  a 
Synopsis  of  the  Johannesburg  Crisis  of  1896.  By  the  Rev.  Colin  Rae, 
late  Chaplain  to  the  Malaboch  Forces.  With  Map  and  Illustrations. 
Demy  8vo.,  143. 

Shadbolt-TILE  SOUTH  AFRICAN  CAMPAIGN, 

1879.  By  Shadbolt  and  MacKinnon.  Dedicated  to  Field-Marshal 
H  R.H.  the  Duke  of  Cambridge.  Maps,  61  permanent  cabinet  Photo- 
graphs.   Royal  4to,  12;,in.  by  lOin.,  .374  pp.,  .€2  10s.  (Scarce.) 

S/a/i/e/-THROUGH  SOUTH  AFRICA.    By  Sir 

Henry  M.  Stanley,  M  P.,  &c.  Being  an  Account  of  his  Recent  Visit 
to  Rhodesia,  the  Ti'ansvaal,  &c.  With  Map  and  Illustrations.  8vo., 
2s.  6d. 

Wilkinson  -  BRITISH    POLICY    IN  SOUTH 

AFRICA.    By  Si-en.skr  Wilkin.son.    Crown  8vo.,  boards,  Is. 

[Third  Edition. 

"  Very  able  and  eigniScmt  .  .  .  the  comment  of  a  specially  clear  and  defached 
intellect  on  a  complicited  problem,  and  so  of  great  value.  The  attitude  of  mind  of  the 
writer  is  tingalarly  true  and  jast." — Spectator. 

"  Mr.  Spanser  Wilkinson  has  treated  hie  subject  with  consummate  knowledsfe  and 
jadgment.  His  book  gives  the  entire  South  African  question  in  a  nutshell," — United 
Sekvi'.e  Maoazink. 

"  All  those  who  wish  to  master  the  main  facts  of  the  situation  rapidly  should  read  the 
book.  .  .  .  It  coataina  all  that  is  really  essential  to  the  comprehension  of  Transvaal 
affairs." — Literature. 

*#•  A  Four-page  Lint  of  "  Books  on  Africa  "  sent  on 
application. 


London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.G. 

And  of  all  Booksellers. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


RODS,  FLIES,   BROGUES,  STOCKINGS, 
WADERS,  GARMENTS, 

AND  EVERY  REaUISITE   FOR  THE  ANGLER. 

We  have  ready  a  large  stock  of  "  TYNE3IDE,"  "  WANSBECK,"  and.other  Rodi 
Any  orders  recaived  will  be  ci'efully  attended  to.  We  can  ensure  our  customers  evei 
satisfaction,  a  testimonia.1  having  been  rnceived  with  almost  every  rod  sent  out. 

A  copy  of  our  "ANGLER'S  GUIDE"  and  Illustrated  list,  of  Rods  and  evei., 
A.ngling  requisite  will  be  forwarJe  J  to  any  angler  on  recpip''.  of  threepence  to  cover  postage 


OUR  "SPECIAL"  TROUT  FLY  RODS; 

THE  "TYNESIDE." 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  with  balanced  ha^ndle,  bronzed  winch  fittiogj 
and  ferrules,  button,  ringed,  brazed,  and  tenoned,  and  handsomely  finished  ; 
partition  bag,  complete— 

No.  £  s.  d. 

1-2  9ft.  or  10ft   076 

3  lift   0  8  6 

4  _   12ft._   096 

Fitted  with  rust-proof  steel  snaka  rings  at  Is.  each  extra. 

Double  brazed,  with  superior  fittings  and  finish- 


Dear  Sir, 


9ft.,  one  top    0  10  6 

9ft.,  two  tops    0  116 

10ft.    „     ,,    0  12  0 

lift.    „    ,,  .  .      0  12  6 

12ft.    „     ,,    0  13  6 

Snake  rings.  Is.  6d.  extra.    In  four  j  jints.  Is.  6d.  extra. 
-Your  rod  has  been  so  thoroughly  satisfactory  that  I  ,am  glad  to  recommend  to  rof 


friends  what  1  know  to  be  a  trustworthy  pieoe  of  work. — E.  H. 


THE  "WANSBECK"  TROUT  ROD. 

In  two  j  jints,  Greenheart  throughout,  with  hilanoed  handle,  bronzed  winch  fittings  and 
ferrules,  wood  button,  ringed,  brazed,  and  tenoned,  handsomely  finished  in  natural 
polish,  or  with  rosewood  stained  butt,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 

1230-1-2-3-4  8ft.,  Sift.,  9ft.,  9ift.,  or  10ft   0  10  6 

1235-6-7-8      lOift.,  lift.,  lljft.,  or  12ft   0  12  6 

Snake  rings  Is.  extra. 
For  those  who  want  a  good  serviceable  2-piece  rod  at  a  moderate  cost  this  will  be 
found  everything  that  can  be  desired  ;  the  action  and  finish  is  superior  to  many  higher 
priced  rods. 

Ditto  double  brazed,  two  tops  — 

1239-1140-1   8fc.,  S^ft.,  or  9ft   0  12  6 

1242-3-4       9ift.,  10ft.,  or  10|ft   0  14  6 

1245-6-7       lift.,  lljfc.,  or  12ft   0  17  6 

iSnake  rings,  Is.  61.  extra. 

Dear  Sir,— I  considfr  the  rod  you  supplied  me  with  excellent  value. — 0.  T.  T. 
Dear  Sir,— I  am  greatly  pleased  with  the  2-piece  greenheart  trout  rod  which  you  built  specially 
for  n>e  1»  si  month,  and  am  surprised  that  at  such  a  very  moderate  price  so  good  a  rod  can  be  produced . 
You  ave  made  me  exactly  what  I  asked  for,  and  the  way  the  rod  puts  a  lly  is  quiie  a  treat. 

— M.  S.  C. 

thr  jws  a  good  fly ;  kills  a  good  flsh ;  just  what 


Dear  Sir. —  '  Wansbeck  "  Rod  a  perfect  dream 
I  wanted.— F.  P. 

■  Tne  Fishing  Gazette,  March  23,  1895,  says:  "  The 
tro;  t  rod  which  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated." 


Wansbeck'  (Aft.),  at  10a.  6d.,  two  joints,  a  a 


Our 


Special  "COQUETDALE"  Double- 
Handed   Fly  Rods. 


In  three  joints,  Greenheirt  throughout,  double  brazed,  with  two  tops,  bronzed  winch 
fitting!  .iiid  ferrules,  ringed,  and  naadsooaely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 
No.  jE   8.  d. 

40  I3ft.  .         ...         ...         ...         ...         0  16  6 

41  14ft.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0  18  6 

42  15ft.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  0 

Extracts  from   Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895. 

"Wo  also  liked  several  other  patterns  of  rods,  e.<ipecially  a  '  Coquetdale'  fourteen- fo  otei 
this  rod  came  to  the  hand  very  readily,  had  sharp  recovery,  and  discovered  great  power." — Angler 
"  Tne 'Coquetdale '  double-handed  grilse  rod.s  are  high-class  weapons."— Zionit  an(<  Water. 
"  The  '  Coquotdale '  is  an  especially  good  pattern."- /io'i  and  Gun. 


A 


Our  Special  "  TYNESIDE"  Salmon  Rods. 


In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  two  tops,  &c.,  similar 
to  our  "  Tyneside  "  Trout  Rods,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 
No.  jE  s. 

43  16 1   1  5 

44  17ft.       ...    1  10 

46  18ft   1  15 

46  19ft   2  0 

47  20ft     2  5 

Dear  Sir,— The  rod  1  purchased  of  you  In  July  last  was  in  use  throughout  our  holiday,  ani 

we  were  entirely  satisUed  with  it;  not  only  did  I  dnd  it  a  capital  rod,  but  my  flsberman 
delighted  with  it. 

It  threw  a  capital  lino,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a  month's  bard  am 
constant  use  in  Norway,  and  1  had  greater  suoooss  in  very  difUcult  water,  and  with  trying  winds, 
than  with  any  other  rod  I  have  used.  — 0.  H.  U. 


1 
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NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
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"  I  am  convinced  that  a  great  deal  mifiht  well  be  done. 
Here,  therefore,  is  one  of  those  fu^ijecta  for  research 
where  I  think  the  Fly  Fishers'  Clab  may  provide  most 
asefnl  information  in  the  future.  Let  me  give  you  an 
incident  of  what  happened  on  a  Highlan  i  loch. 

"  It  was  not  a  very  large  loch,  only  big  ecoagh  to  pro- 
ride  ample  fibbing  for  two  rods  a  day.  It  had  never  bad 
any  fish  in  it,  and  was  stocked  with  yearling  Loch  Levena. 
Great  pains  wf  re  taken  in  one  or  two  following  seasons  to 
educate  those  Loch  Lever  b,  but  they  acquired  a  fine,  riofa, 
dark,  paaty  colour.  They  were  apparently  lively  and 
thriving,  bat  they  never  attained  the  weight,  even  the 
biggest  of  them,  of  a  Jib  ,  and  that  went  on  for  two  or 
three  yr ais.  My  fri>  nd  who  owned  the  lech  thought  that 
Biiough  had  bpeu  d.  ne  for  the  education  of  the  Loch 
Levens,  and  th'^ught  that  perhaps  he  had  better  pay  a 
little  attention  to  the  feeding.  So  he  imported  some 
fresh-water  shrimps,  and  turned  them  down  in  suitable 
places.  Thost"  li  tie  trout  which  remained  stationary  two 
or  thrfe  years  at  once  went  with  a  bound  to  a  weight  of 
DPsrly  lib.  That,  I  think,  is  an  instance  of  a  neglected 
etudy,  viz  ,  that  of  feeding  trout,  which  is  as  important  as 
the  education  of  them." 

Some  tl  ings  are  (c^omplished  by  hammering  at  them, 
and  Forest  and  Stream  hia  been  hammering  at  this 
matter  of  feeding  fish  for  a  long  time,  and  I  expect  in  time 
jet  to  come  it  will  receive  the  recognition  it  deserves  for 
;eoman's  service  in  this  field.  Slowly,  little  by  little, 
those  interettpd  in  planting  the  waters  with  fish  are 
coming  to  realise  how  important  it  is  that  food  must  be 
provided  to  make  the  planting  a  success  if  the  naters  do 
not  alreidy  possess  the  food,  or  that  additional  food  must 
be  supplied  to  Eu=f  ain  the  addition  to  the  fish  supply.  In 
the  matter  of  fish  cnlture  man  is  improving  upon  nature, 
and  planting  from  75  to  90  per  ctnt  of  fish  from  eggs  that 
nature,  if  left  to  herself,  would  ha^ch  only  1  to  5  per  cent, 
of,  and  the  increase  must  be  fed  or  they  will  perish. — 
Mr  Cheney  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


iTofes  from  f^e  ^orf^. 


The  Easter  holiday  anglers  are  all  over  the  noith  in 
swarms.  They  have  met  with  rather  a  rough  time  of  it, 
and  I  am  afraid  their  basktts  will  be  corrf  spondingly  light. 
The  season  is  about  a  month  late,  and  the  March  Brown  is 
not  yet  out  in  full  force.  _____ 

Good  baskets  of  well-conditioned  trout  have  bf  en  got  on 
the  Don,  Deveron,  and  Findhorn,  chiefly  on  the  earlier 
reaches,  and  to  the  worm.  These  strfams  hive  been  too 
fl  ooded  and  daik  for  anyiling  else. 

On  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Ythan  and  TJgie  sea  trout  and 
finnock  anglers  are  finding  the  rough  blustery  weather 
enctly  to  their  liking,  and  have  been  making  heavy  hauls. 
Bnt,  as_  one  angler  put  it  in  r.>ferring  to  the  fish,  "  they 
are  a  mixed  lot  with  a  sorry  sight  of  kelts  like  eels." 


We  often  hear  of  the  wonde-s  of  the  "  dry  fly  "  and 
why  it  is  not  practised  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  The 
reason  lies  on  the  surface.  It  is  not  suited  to  our  rapidly 
Toncing  streams,  and  we  don't  know  how  to  fish  it  because 
we  have  never  tried.  There  are  bits  of  sluggish  water, 
however,  on  every  river  where  an  adept  at  "  dry  fly  " 
wonld  do  well,  and  which  we  usually  paai  by  as  useless 
with  the  sunk  fly.   

The  marine  hatchery  at  Nigg  is  getting  into  ship-shape 
order.  The  task  of  removing  the  plant  from  Dunbar  to 
Aberdeen  has  more  than  fully  realised  the  expectations  of 
the  most  sarguiue  as  to  the  benefits  of  the  change.  Dr. 
Fulton  has  hiOO  plaice  in  hia  spacious  concrete  spawnirg 
pond,  and  collects  fully  1,000,000  eggs  per  day  for  the 
boxes  in  hia  hatchery.   

The  Aberdeen  rock  anglera  were  out  in  force  on 
Saturday,  and  secured  good  baskets  of  cod  and  saithe, 
although  there  was  a  bit  of  a  "  jabble  "  on.  Perhaps  the 
baskets  were  all  the  heavier  on  account  of  the  swell. 


Mussel  is  the  common  bait  used  by  the  rock  fisher,  and 
two  or  three,  according  to  the  size  of  the  hook,  are 
whipped  on  to  the  shank  with  sheep's  wool.  When  crabs 
can  be  had  they  are  preferable  to  mn^ael.  and  some 
anglers  keep  a  f^tcck  of  them  on  hand  all  the  season 
through.  An  old  pot  or  boiler  sunk  in  the  ground  makes 
an  f  xcellent  crab  pit,  and  all  they  need  is  a  little  sea  water 
now  and  again. 

Salmon  flies  of  the  smaller  order  are  now  the  taking 
Inrea.  The  Logie  (a  favourite  Dee  fly),  the  Butcher,  the 
Jock  Scott,  are  sharing  the  honours  equally,  on  irona 
from  lin.  to  IJin.  _____ 

A  very  fine  specimen  of  the  "  electric  ray,"  or  torpedo 
fish,  was  recently  caught  off  the  shores  of  the  Moray 
Firth.  The  man  who  first  handled  it  got  rather  an 
unwelcome  surpiise  in  the  shape  of  a  free  shock  of 
»l«etricity.  The  ray  weighed  141b.,  and  is  now  in  the 
mnsenm  at  the  Nigg  Hatchery.  The  last  apecimtn  was 
got  in  1883.  

Dr.  Polton  had  a  sun  fish  sent  all  the  way  from  the 
w«t  oast  one  day  last  week.  The  fisherman  thought  he 
had  a  prize,  bnt  they  are  not  now  8  )  rare  as  to  be  worth 
pre«-tvir.g,  and  tl  is  epecimi  n  had  to  be  buried.  They  are 
worth  alx)ut  a  guinea  to  collectors  who  have  room  for 


An  angler,  Easter  holidaying  from  the  south,  oime  into 
Aberdeen  the  other  day  with  a  "  grand  "  basket  of  aea 
trout.  Had  the  loo*l  bailiff  j  Bot  on  to  him  he  would  have 
been  liable  to  a  fine  of  about  £U.    They  were  all  f  ml  fish. 


General  Hector  Macdonald  is  goon  to  be  presented  with 
a  waist ciat  made  from  the  pelts  of  a  brace  of  foxes  by  a 
kinsman  of  his  who  is  gamekeeper  at  Cumnrck.  Between 
strckings,  caps,  and  what  not,  the  gallant  leader  of  the 
Highland  Brigade  will  be  set  up  for  life  should  he  meet 
with  no  more  Mauser  bullets. 


The  smolt  season  will  be  late  this  ycaroning  to  the 
prevailing  low  temperature  of  the  water,  and  the  amount 
of  snow  jet  to  come  away  from  the  hills. 


Mr.  Andrfw  Murray,  advocate,  Aberdeen,  went  for  a 
week  on  the  Ugie,  but  had  to  cave  in  and  return  home  the 
second  day  out.  The  weather  and  cold  water  combined 
were  too  much  for  Mr.  Murray,  who  has  not  been  in  the 
best  of  health  this  spring.  He  had  fair  catches  of  finnock, 
but  the  kelt  sea  trout  were  in  force,  and  a  perfect 
nuisance.   


There  are  now  fifteen  grandsons  of  the  Dowager  Duchess 
<'f  Abercorn  serving  with  the  British  forcea  in  South 
Africa.  No  wonder  there  is  a  scarcity  of  sportsmen  in  the 
north  just  now.  What  will  it  be  when  the  shooting  season 
approaches?  Special  Scotch. 


(provincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  number  of  our  members  have  been  out  during  the 
holidays  trout  fishing,  but  the  unsettled  etite  of  the 
weather  has  been  very  much  agamjt  them,  as,  what  with 
the  showers  and  the  high  winds  that  have  prevailed,  sport 
has  been  very  poor  indeed.  On  the  Severn,  at  Lincomb 
Weir,  very  little  has  been  done  so  far.  The  same  remark 
also  applies  to  Stourport  and  Highley.  At  Hampton 
Lode  a  few  small  fieh  have  been  caught,  but  they  were  in 
poor  condition.  Some  very  decent  fish  have  been  caught 
by  the  m»mbers  of  the  Balsall  Heath  Britannia  Society 
from  the  River  Salwarpe  at  Fernhill  Heath.  This  small 
river  is  a  t'ibutary  of  the  Severn,  and  a  poiti  >n  of  it  near 
to  the  latter  river  is  ren*ed  by  the  club  named  on  Good 
Friday.  Several  brace  of  fish  were  taken,  the  largest  fish 
weighing  IJlb  ,  which  was  in  good  condition.  Several  of 
the  smiller  fish  were  in  such  a  poor  state  that  they  were 
promptly  returned  to  the  water  with  the  least  poasible 
injury.  Several  of  the  streams  near  to  Birmingham 
which  are  let  at  so  much  par  day  have  also 
been  well  patronised;  but  very  little  sport  has  been 
obtained,  owing  chiefly  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
weather.  The  weather  still  remains  windy,  cold,  and 
thowery,  and  until  we  have  a  change  trout  fishing  will  be 
very  much  cff.  The  Uarborue  Society  have  just  placed 
1000  stock  fieh  in  their  pools  at  Bartley  Green.  The  fish 
were_  sent  by  Mr.  Ford,  of  Caistor,  and  arrivt  d  in  good 
condition,  every  fiih  bsing  received  alive.  It  is  the 
intention  of  this  society  to  set  aside  a  portion  of  the 
members'  subscripl ions  every  year  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  fish  of  all  hinds  for  re-stccking.  This  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction,  and  the  example  should  be  followed 
by  other  clubs  who  rent  private  waters.  The  secretary  of 
this  society  informs  me  that  arrangements  have  been  made 
to  hold  their  first  annual  dinner  at  their  c'ubhouse,  the 
Old  Eiog's  Arms  Hotel,  Harborne,  on  Wednesday  evening. 
May  2.  This  c'ub  is  very  popular  in  the  district,  and 
there  is  no  dinbt  but  what  the  dinner  will  b?  a  great 
success.  On  Monday  last  the  members  of  the  Hearts  of 
Oak  Society  turned  out  in  full  force  to  fish  the  canal  at 
Acton,  when  the  whole  of  the  fish  caught  were  placed  in  bait 
cans  and  conveyed  to  their  private  portion  of  the  river  Penk, 
which  runs  adjacent  to  the  canal.  By  this  means,  aa  a 
rule,  a  large  number  of  roach  and  dace  are  generally 
caught,  and  to  a  great  extent  help  to  restock  the  river. 
The  St.  George's  society  were  the  first  to  introduce  this 
kind  of  thing  some  years  ago  when  the  membera  fished  the 
canal  at  Amington,  and  placed  the  fiah  in  the  river  Anker, 
and,  as  a  rule,  upon  some  of  the  occasions  as  many  as  200 
fii-h  were  safely  transferred  from  the  canal  to  the  river, 
whic^i  did  much  to  bei  eSt  the  fishery,  I  am  sorry  to  have 
to  anncnnce  the  death  of  Mr.  F.  Eaton,  who  after  a 
painful  illness  passed  away  on  Thursday  la^t.  Mr.  Eaton 
held  the  ( ttice  of  secretary  to  the  Highgate  Park  Sf  ciety 
since  its  formation  some  seventeen  years  ago.  He  was 
fur  some  time  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
Provincial  Anglirg  Association,  and  a  delegate  to  the 
Birmingham  Association.  He  was  an  ardent  angler,  and 
a_  first -class  secretary.  His  death  will  be  a  great  loss  to 
his  society,  and  also  to  those  he  has  left  behind  who  bear 
his  name.  We  have  another  new  society  being  formed  in 
the  Aston  district  at  the  Aaton  Liberal  club-house.  The 
members  who  are  taking  part  in  the  formation  of  the  club 
are  desirous  to  make  it  one  of  the  best  and  most  influential 
in  the_  neighbourhood,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  what 
their  aim  will  be  accomplished. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
During  the  holidays  the  weather  in  this  district  was 
very  stormy,  with  occQsional  heavy  showers  and  boisterous 
winds.  Before  the  stormy  weather  anglers  were  doing 
fairly  well,  and  a  few  brace  of  Lice  trout  were  taken  in 
the  upper  waters  of  the  river  Hull.  In  the  tidal  waters 
some  splendid  fish  were  on  the  I'ue  in  various  parts,  one 
being  caught  in  the  lower  waters  at  Wawne  that  turned 


the  Bcale  at  21b.  lljo/,.,  the  fortunate  captor  being  Mr, 
W.  .1.  Cox  ;  but  the  t  est  fish  shown  from  the  upper  waters 
waa  one  of  only  a  little  over  lib.  in  weitih':,  caught  by  Mr. 
A.  Wnit^'B  On  Apiil  7  the  Gsorge  and  Dragon  A  H. 
opened  their  sefcS.n  on  the  Hull.  <  n  Swinemoor,  Mr.  J. 
Dibb  securing  the  tirs",  prize  with  lib,  yjoz.  ;  .Mefgra. 
J.  Allen  and  T.  Ha'es  taking  the  ntxt  two  prizes  with 
about  lib.  of  fish  each ;  the  other  competitors  doing 
fairly  well.  On  April  8  the^Horna  Angling  and  Recrea- 
tion Society  fished  their  first  match  at  Hull  Bridge, 
when  thirty  of  the  members  competed,  and  Messre.  A. 
Taylor,  A.  Brearly,  and  T.  Richardson  secured  the  first 
three  honours.  "The  fish  caught  were  chiefly  flmndeis 
and  eels,  eels  now  being  fairly  on  the  run  in  the  river,  for 
during  the  holidays,  although  the  weather  was  very  stormy, 
several  very  good  ones  were  taken.  On  Good  Fridjiy 
both  the  Darringham,  Peel,  and  Hull  Ramblers'  Anglimj 
Societies  opened  their  season  on  the  river  Hull,  at  Hull 
Bridj^e,  and,  considering  the  unpropitions  weather,  did 
fairly  well.  Mr.  L.  S.  Bwbank  took  the  first  prize  in  tlie 
Hull  Ramblers'  competition  with  lib.  4icz  ,  and  Messrs. 
T._  Westcott  and  Alfred  Rooms  followed  up  for  second  an  1 
third  places  with  very  fair  takes.  Several  club  matches 
were  also  fished  on  the  Holdemess  drains,  and,  being 
situated  nearer  to  the  salt  water,  are  consequently  warmer 
and  more  prolific  with  Hounders,  so,  therefore,  these  clubi 
enjoyed  much  better  aport  during  the  bad  weather. 
The  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  cf  Driffield, 
opened  their  season  on  Saturday  on  the  Barmaton 
Drain,  at  Barmston,  near  where  it  enters  the  sea,  when 
sixteen  of  the  members  competed  for  about  ten  prizes,  the 
first  being  taken  by  Mr.  A.  Waitea,  with  lib.  14joz.  : 
second,  by  Mr.  Frank  Waitea,  with  lib.  8oz. ;  and  the 
third  by  Mr.  T.  Wait* a,  with  lib.  3ioz.  Both  the  Wine- 
stead  Drain  and  the  Burstwick  Drain  were  also  patronised, 
but,  as  jet,  I  have  not  received  the  results.  On  the 
9th  inst.  a  smoking  concert  was  held  at  the  White  Horse 
Hotel,  in  Carr-lane,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  .John  West,  the 
much  respected  secretary  of  the  Central  Hull  A  A.,  who 
has  teen  seriously  indisposed  for  some  time.  The  affair 
was  very  sucjessful,  and  a  substantial  sum  realised  for  hia 
benefit.  On  Monday  the  Prince  '  f  Wales  A  8.  fish  their 
first  naatcb  of  the  season  at  Patrington,  on  the  Winestead 
Drain  ;  and  Messrs.  Holdsworth  and  Mid^ley's  Club  open 
their  season  on  the  Burjtwick  Drain  at  Hedon  to-day 
(Saturday).  The  first  big  event  this  season  will  take  place 
on  the  river  Hull  at  Dunswell,  on  May  5,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Victoria  A  A  ,  and  Mr.  Walter  Scott,  of 
the  Minster  Town  (Beverley)  is  about  running  a  £0  opsn 
competition  on  the  river  below  Beverley  Beckend  shortly. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Easter  holid lys  have  througaout  this  county  been 
taken  advantage  of  to  get  away  in  search  of  fishing,  if  not 
to  secure  sport.  One  characteristic  which  pervades  almost 
every  report  is  disappointment  as  regards  results,  jet 
almost  all  agree  that  they  enjoyed  themselves.  The  one 
greit  drawback  appears  to  have  been  the  cold  b  neteroca 
winds,  which  made  fly  fishing  extremely  difficult,  atd 
added  to  the  discomfort  of  the  bottom  fisher  using  fine 
tackle.  The  week  before  Easter  saw  a  lot  of  Warrington 
fishermen  out  on  the  BoUin  after  trout,  but  Mr.  Thomas 
appears  to  have  been  the  only  lacky  man  who  craeled  a 
nice  brace.  Several  parties  weie  organised  for  Easter, 
but  their  doings  are  only  moderate,  very  moderate,  their 
enjoyment  oocsisting  principally  in  the  "anticipation," 
and  the  creature  comforts  obtained  whilst  away.  A  few 
trout  are  reported  from  the  Go  wy  and  BoUin,  but  the  burden 
of  their  reports  is  wind  and  rain,  galea  and  deluges. 
A  splendid  gathering  of  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
St.  He'en's  Anglera  was  the  result  of  the  invites  sent  out, 
but  the  affair  took  place  rather  too  late  for  notice  this 
week.  The  Lune  appears  to  come  in  for  a  lot  of  notice  ; 
what  with  the  complaints  about  s?wage,  otters  which  some 
say  are  doing  a  lot  of  mischief  and  others  say  they  are  not. 
For  some  time  it  has  been  unfiahable,  and  the  most  optimistic 
fear  a  bad  season  is  in  store  unlefa  things  greatly  alter. 
Very  little  news  is  to  hand  from  either  the  Ribble  or  the 
Wyre.  Apparently  nothing  is  in  evidence  worth  noting. 
It  is  yet  full  early  for  both  these  streams,  yet  last  year 
the  former  fished  remarkably  well  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season.  Matters  at  Liverpool  are  going  on  in  the  usual 
way.  Perhaps  the  holidays  have  somewhat  interfered 
with  the  various  clubs;  still,  the  City  Centrals, 
Nfilson,  and  Edgehill  societies  are  very  much  alive, 
and  going  strong  for  opening  day,  June  10  Not 
much  news  has  come  through  from  Chorley  lately, 
but  it  is  safe  to  suppose  that  with  their  new  waters  they  are 
well  off  for  fishing,  and  are  enjoying  themselves.  Usually 
they  have  an  outing  at  Easter.  The  Eail  of  Bradford 
Angling  Society,  wl  o  control  the  fishing  in  the  Crompton 
Lodges  at  Moses  Gate,  are  expecting,  when  June  comes,  to 
have  some  good  sport  in  these  waters,  for  they  have  been 
liberally  stocked.  The  Clifton  anglers  are  in  a  healthy 
state,  and  looking  with  confidence  to  good  fishing  in  their 
own  lodges  at  Swinton. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 
The  calculations  of  holiday  anglera  were  almost  entirely 
upset  by  the  boisterous  we  ither  which  has  prevailed.  The 
wind  towards  last  week-end  and  on  Monday  waa  so 
excessively  rough  that  very  few  fishermen  ventured  out  at 
all.  Since  then  b.tter  weather  conditions  have  beon 
experienced.  The  reports  to  hand,  however,  do  not  show 
that  sport  has  been  of  the  best;  in  fact,  it  has  required 
some  patience  to  land  even  a  brace  or  two  of  trout.  The 
waters  are  a  trifle  too  clear  now  for  operations  during  the 
day,  and  evening  sport  has  been  attended  with  the  best 
results.  With  the  advent  of  more  gem'al  weather  more 
rods  are  coming  out,  but  at  present  very  few  are 
prosecuting  sport  with  the  fly.  The  maggot  is  proving  the 
most  successful  bait,  and  the  few  brace  of  fish  which  nave 
baen  secured  this  week  fell  to  its  allurement. 
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FROM  MANCHESTER. 
Although  many,  very  many,  of  our  men  have  been  away 
for_  Easter,  the  records  of  what  they  ia»e  done  are  not 
exciting.  Perhaps  the  beet  basket  wae  mide  by  Mr.  A. 
Smith,  twelve  and  a  half  brace,  in  good  condition,  from 
private  waters  at  Ashopton.  Last  week  the  KiDgfishers 
received  a  long-deferred  consignment  of  roach  for  their 
private  waters.  The  fish  averaged  12oz.  to  16  jz., 
and  only  one  was  lost,  and,  strange  to  say,  about 
the  largest  of  the  lot.  They  were  a  splendid  sample. 
The  George  Angling  Society,  Miles  Platting,  are 
specially  fortunate  in  having  trout  waters  of  their  own  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Diggle.  They  have  arranged  to  fish 
their  first  contest  there  on  May  26  for  prizes  of  a  useful 
and  substantial  obaracter.  It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  this 
society  is  maintaining  its  position  in  the  front  rank  of  our 
city  clubs.  Mr.  T.  Driver  writes  to  say  that  our  locals 
who  visited  Llanymyneoh  during  Easter  enjoyed  the 
outing  very  much,  but  from  an  angler's  point  of  view 
sport  was  very  disappointing,  trout  fishing  being  a  failure. 
One  of  the  party  made  things  lively  by  introducing  his 
gramophone,  which  eventually  earned  a  nice  sum  for  the 
War  Funds,  i.e.,  to  assist  those  who  suffer  through  the 
effects  of  the  war.  One  pike  of  101b.  was  taken  last 
Saturday  from  the  Vyrnwy.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  are 
noted  for  a  meeting  on  Monday  next  to  receive  a  report 
from  the  special  committee  working  the  "  Manchester 
Fisheries,"  which  will  take  place  next  month.  From 
authentic  items  to  hand  this  venture  is  an  assured 
success,  1  «.,  as  regards  the  show  itself.  The  wideawake 
committee  have  secured  the  valuable  co-operation  of  Capt. 
Ormrod,  the  enthusiastic  director  and  proprietor  of  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery.  He  wiU  open  the  exhibition  on 
May  21,  will  lecture  on  various  scientific  topics  in  relation 
to  fish  hatching  and  breeding,  and  will  supply  from  forty 
to  fifty  interesting  exhibits  from  hia  own  valuable  museum 
A  descriptive  catalogue  will  be  printed  of  100  pages,  and 
a  guarant<>ed  circulation  of  5000.  The  principal  ofBcers 
are  Mr.  W.  C.  Roach,  director,  260,  Moss-'ane  Eist, 
Manchester ;  Mr.  C.  H.  Prax,  treasurer,  100  Market- 
street.  Manchester;  and  Mr.  J.  Rathbone,  sen.,  secretary, 
69,  Sloane-street,  Moss  Side,  Manchester.  The  share  of 
the  work  falling  to  the  craft  generally  is  to  support,  with 
money  and  presence,  the  efforts  of  the  committee.  This 
can  be  done  by  each  of  us  sending  on  2s.  for  a  season 
ticket,  or  6d.  for  a  day  ticket,  whether  we  go  or  not. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  during  the  Easter  holidays  was  entirely  spoiled  by 
the  rough  weather.  On  Good  Friday  it  blew  a  gale,  and 
on  Easter  Monday  there  was  almost  too  much  wind  to 
keep  a  line  on  the  water  in  some  places  ;  in  addition,  the 
rain  came  down  in  sheets  during  a  great  part  of  the  day. 
A  few  good  baskets  of  trout  were  obtained  in  West 
Norfo  k,  also  on  the  upper  part  of  the  Wenaum  and  Bare. 
Nothing  worth  special  mention  was  secured,  but  the  fish 
in  most  cases  were  of  good  average  size,  and  the  baskets 
ran  from  three  to  five  brace  of  fish.  Waters  are  all  in 
good  condition  owing  to  the  rains,  which  have  done  a  lot 
of  good  to  some  of  the  streams. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Holiday  anglers  were  heavily  handicapped  by  the 
boisterous  weMher  prevailing.  Many  made  long  journeys 
for  fronting,  and  returned  bitterly  disappointed.  A  few 
brace  were  taken  on  various  stretches  of  the  Dover  Beck. 
I  learn  that  the  Wellington  Society  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  secure  a  goodly  supply  of  rainbows,  which  will 
be  placed  in  the  waters  rented  by  the  execative  at  Shard- 
low.  Salmon  fishing  has,  so  far,  proved  a  blank,  though, 
truth  to  tell,  few  votaries  have  gone  after  the  fish.  Not 
many  are  up.  Club  news  ia  scanty  ;  and,  as  yet,  tronting 
prospects  lack  brightness  and  attention. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  the  streams  in  capital  condition  for  angling,  and  the 
weather  warm  and  beautiful,  the  wind  being  more 
westerly,  and  flies  are  appearing  in  greater  quantities  on 
the  water.  The  caddis  fly  is  showing  itself,  and  the 
Cowdung,  and  any  quantity  of  March  Browns,  duos,  and 
spinners ;  the  most  successful  at  the  present  time  in  this 
district  were  March  Brown,  Soldier  Palmer,  Blue  and  Olive 
Duns,  and  Cowdnng.  There  were  a  great  number  of  rods 
out  on  Friday,  Siturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday ;  but  the 
wind  was  very  high  and  cold  each  day,  and  sport  among 
the  trout  very  slow  indeed.  Some  did  not  take  a  fish,  and 
the  biggest  catch  two  and  a  half  brace,  heaviest  just  over 
lib.  To-day  (Wednesday)  sport  was  better,  and  the  fly 
could  be  used  in  comfort,  and  rises  were  frequent,  but 
the  fish  came  short ;  still,  very  fair  sport  was  had,  and  a 
spell  of  weather  like  that  we  are  now  having  will  put  the 
trout  well  on  the  feed  and  improve  their  condition. 
Mnmbers  of  several  clabs  are  arranging  excursions  to 
different  streams  at  a  distance,  and  the  Teme  will  be 
much  patronised  at  all  the  fishing  resorts  above  Bransfurd 
Bridge.  Salmon  fishing  in  this  part  of  the  Severn  is  very 
bad  indeed,  and  the  poor  fisherman's  expectations  of  a 
good  season  has  so  far  not  been  realised,  some  of  the  nets 
never  had  worse  luck.  Although  it  is  the  close  season  for 
coarse  fish,  hundreds  are  catching  them  daily  without  any 
notice  of  the  fact  by  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  although 
they  were  to  protect  the  anglers'  interests  and  cause  the 
fence  months  to  be  observed.    When  ? 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

It  is  anticipated  that  fairly  good  sport  has  been 
experienced  by  the  holiday  anglers  during  at  least  a 
portion  of  the  week,  as  tbe  weather  has  been  warmer  and 
more  settled.  The  blui'ery  wind  which  prevailed  for  days 
together  retarded  successful  casting.  The  rains,  too,  put 
the  rivers  temporarily  out  of  condition.  Befoie  these 
occurred  at  the  end  of  last  week  and  the  beginning  of  this 
trout  wer<i  rising  more  readily,  and  were  more  sportive, 
than  they  bad  been  for  some  time,  and  it  seemed  that  only 


fine,  warm  weather  was  needed  to  give  rod  men  a  chance. 
As  is  well  known,  the  Wharfe  and  the  Yore  are  the  best 
trout  rivers.  Anglers  need  to  have  very  strong  tackle, 
inasmuch  as  the  salmon  are  returning  to  the  sea  after 
spawning,  and  there  is  a  risk  of  the  entire  cist  being 
carried  away.  A  similar  danger  exists  from  the  heavy 
grayling  which  are  about  ready  to  spawn.  Speaking  cf 
salmon  affords  the  opportunity  of  warning  anglers  of  the 
presence  of  the  young  salmon  fry  in  many  rivers,  and  that 
the_  authorities  have  issued  notices  cautioning  fishermen 
against  them.  Trout  fishers  cannot  help  hooking  the 
little  silvery  fish  when  fishing  the  streams,  but  they  should 
be  careful  to  return  them  to  the  water  as  soon  as  released 
frjm_  the  hook.  If  they  fail  in  this  they  are  liable  on 
conviction  to  a  heavy  penalty.  With  warm  weathsr  the 
Blue  Hawk,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  Snipe  and 
Orange,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Spring  Black,  and  Orange 
Partridge  comprise  an  excellent  cast.  The  York  Amalgi- 
mated  Anglers  met  a  few  nights  ago.  Beyond  reporting 
well  on  the  condition  of  their  society  and  re-ehoting 
Capt.  Key  their  president,  they  did  little  business  of 
importance,  several  interestins:  matters  being  held  over. 
The  qiiarterly  meeting  of  the  North-Eastem  Sea  Fisheries 
Committee  was  held  in  York  this  week,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  W.  H.  St.  Quintin.  The  fishery  oflScer 
reported  that  during  a  greater  part  of  the  quarter  opera- 
tions in  connection  with  the  fisheries  bad  been  seriously 
interfered  with  by  reason  of  the  long  periods  of  boisterous 
weather,  and  returns  from  some  coast  stations  showed  a 
falling  off  in  small  ports  as  compared  with  the  corre- 
sponding quarter  of  last  year.  "The  returns  as  a  whole 
showed  an  increase  of  8419owt.  It  was  agreed  that  the 
subjects  to  be  presented  to  conference  for  discussion  be 
undersized  fish,  the  collection  of  statistics,  and  a  better 
system  of  numbering  and  registering  boats. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'\ 

PISHING  ON  THE  AMBLfiVE,  &c. 

SiE,— In  reply  to  J.  T.  Scott's  letter  in  your  issue  of 
the  7th  inst.,  I  can  inform  him  that  the  fishing  at  Amel  is 
strictly  preserved.  The  stream,  which  is  very  narrow  and 
weedy,  contains  a  fair  supply  of  trout,  which  are  mostly 
taken  by  dapping  with  natural  flies.  The  accommodation 
at  the  little  inn  is  extremely  primitive  j  quite  impossible 
for  ladies. — Yours  obediently,  M.  B. 

Rome,  April  9.   

ATTACHMENT  FOR  EYED  FLIES. 

Sir,— May  I  a  k  if  thfri  is  any  otj action  to  attaching 
an  eyed  fly  for  dry  fly  fishing  by  simply  looping  it  on  to 
the  loop  at  the  end  ot  the  cast  ? 

Of  course,  the  cast  at  that  point  would  be  doubled,  and 
therefore  thicker,  but  would  that  matter  with  trout  on  the 
feed,  and  especially  in  the  dusk  ?  And  it  goes  without 
saying  that  the  oast  is  greatly  strengthened  by  using  this 
attachment  at  perhaps  its  weakest  point. 

I  am  not  an  expert  at  dry  fly  fishing,  as,  for  one  thing, 
my  sight  is  not  good  enough  j  but  I  find  I  do  equally  well 
or  badly  with  this  plan  as  with  a  j  im  or  other  knot,  and 
the  flicking  off  process  is  very  much  diminished. 

I  enclose  a  fly  thus  attached  for  your  kind  opinion.— 
Yours,  &c.,  _____  F.  M.  L. 

RIVER  ALTN  (NORTH  WALES). 

Dear  8ie_, — The  pleasant  and  picturesque  little  village 
of  Rossett,  in  the  county  of  Denbigh,  had  its  ordinary 
humdrum  existence  somewhat  disturb-'d  last  week  by  a 
proposal  emanating  from  some  of  the  influential  residents 
of  the  neighbourhood  to  form  an  association  to  protect 
the  river  Alyn,  which  flows  through  the  parish  on  its  way 
to  join  the  river  Dee,  some  two  miles  further  on.  The 
river,  even  within  the  memory  of  the  writer,  was  one  of 
the  best  trout  streams  in  North  Wales,  but,  owing  to 
persistent  persecution,  tbe  fish  being  taken  practically  by 
all  known  mears  (legal  and  otherwise)  without  any 
observance  of  a  close  time,  and  coupled  with  the  establish- 
ment of  paper  and  other  works  on  the  banks  of  the  higher 
reaches,  and  also  receiving  the  refuse  from  lead  mines, 
collieries,  &o. ,  it  has  sadly  deteriorated,  until  some  of  its 
lengths  are  really  not  worth  visiting  from  an  angling 
point  of  view,  although  it  still  receives  considerable 
attention  by  anglers  from  some  of  the  Lmoashire 
towns,  as  well  as  those  living  more  or  less  in  the 
neighbourhood.  It  appears  that  the  privilege  of  free 
fishing  has  existed  for  many  years  on  nearly  the  whole 
length  of  the  river,  and  particularly  that  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Rossett,  and  it  is  a  pity  this  really  prolific  stream, 
which,  in  spite  of  all  drawbacks,  continues  to  turn  out 
occasional  good  trout,  cannot  receive  some  modified 
protection  without  seriously  interfering  with  the  local 
privileges.  With  this  object  in  view,  several  gentlemen  of 
the  neighbourhood  called  a  meeting  of  the  ratepayers  on 
the  12th  last,  to  deal  with  the  matter.  Mr.  8.  Williams 
having  been  elected  chairman,  he  briefly  stated  the  object 
of  the  gatberiug  (at  which  some  firty  ratepayers  and  others 
were  present),  and  called  upon  Dr.  Roberts — the  local 
medico,  who  had  taken  the  most  prominent  part  in  the 
agitation — to  state  his  oise. 

The  Doctor  informed  his  audience  that  it  was 
the  desire  of  himself  and  his  colleagues  to  form 
an  association  or  committee  and  endeavour  to 
bring  again  to  them  something  like  the  good  angling 
they  had  enjoyed  in  former  years.  He  thought  it  a  pity 
that  the  river  could  not  be  reserved  for  themselves,  and 
strangers  kept  out.    It  was  high  time  something  was  done, 


For 
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if  only  to  stop  competitions  which  were  held  in  the  river 
by  clubs  from  Warrington,  Liverpool,  and  other  towns. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  another  river  in  Wales  the  eaue 
as  the  Aljn,  which  was  free,  and  if  an  association  was 
formed  he  would  be  willing  to  subscribe  for  looking  after 
the  stream  and  re-stocking  it.  If  such  an  improvement 
could  be  brought  about  it  would  be  beneficial  in  many 
ways,  and  he  particularly  instanced  the  advantage  to  those 
who  let  lodgings  in  tbe  village.  He  was  ioformed  that 
wholesale  netting  went  on,  and  instanced  the  length  from 
the  weir  to  the  plank  bridge  as  having  been  recently  so 
treated.  He  had  drafted  a  code  of  rules  for  their  accept- 
ance, which  provided  for  free  tickets  being  issued  to 
residents;  also  a  close  time,  and  limiting  the  hours  for 
angling  to  between  one  hour  before  sunrise  and  one  hoi 
after  sunset — [the  speaker  here  met  with  oonsiderabl 
interruption,  wnich  included  some  very  personal  remarL 
applied  to  the  promoters  generally] — also  to  stop  Sunday 
fishing,  and  the  number  of  anglers  from  other  districts  wl 
regularly  invaded  their  quiet  village.  He  wished  to 
assure  his  hearers  that  what  he  was  trying  to  4o  was  from 
a  sporting  point  of  view.  The  question  had  been  raised 
some  nine  years  ago,  and  then  fell  through,  and  he  personally 
should  not  bring  the  matter  up  again  if  not  agreed  to  then ; 
he  therefore  asked  the  meeting  if  they  were  unanimous  to 
have  the  Alyn  protected.  The  chairman  considered  it 
advisable  to  have  the  matter  thrashed  out  that  night. 
Capt.  O'Hagan,  of  Marford,  stated  that  as  a  new  resident 
he  had  come  to  hear  what  the  promoters  had  to  say,  and 
considered  it  was  not  easy  to  draft  rules  and  pro- 
vide for  penalties  at  such  an  early  stage ;  he  failed 
to  see  how  they  could  enforce  penalties  if  saoh 
rules  were  adopted.  What  right  had  they  ?  Were 
the  riparian  owners  agreeable  ?  Dr.  Roberts  said 
they  were.  (Cries  of  "  No;  not  at  all.")  Resuming,  the 
speaker  asked  why  the  last  meeting  had  ended  in  a  fiasco  ? 
If  a  committee  was  formed  would  they  have  any  power  at 
all?  He  was  afraid,  considering  the  existing  privileges, 
that  any  interference  would  lead  to  ill-feeling,  and  bnt 
thought  the  promoters  had  gone  about  the  ma'ter  ink 
very  unworkmanlike  manner.  Mr.  Cromer,  C  C,  said 
that  the  river  had  been  practically  free  for  ages,  and  h^' 
advised  the  meeting  to  be  careful  that  they  did  not  give 
away  their  rights.  If  such  numbers  oame  from  the  towni 
mentioned  was  it  likely  they  would  if,  as  stated,  there 
was  nothing  to  o:)me  f or  P  He  did  not  think  the  injury 
was  done  by  over-fishing,  bat  by  the  works  higher  up  the 
stream  whenever  there  was  a  flood.  Since  their  estublish- 
ment  the  fish  had  been  destroyed  and  the  river  had  never 
recovered.  They  were  asked  to  give  away  their  rights  to 
a  committee ;  but  why  come  to  them  if,  as  stated,  the 
rights  were  vested  in  the  riparian  owners  P  He  oon> 
sidered  they  had  to  put  up  with  many  worse  things  than  a 
little  Sunday  fishing,  and  instanced  the  numbers  who 
invaded  the  place  by  'buses,  cycles,  &c.  It  was  only  a 
pretext  to  take  away  their  privileges.  The  vicar  con- 
sidered it  was  high  time  for  improvt-ment,  and  the  only 
way  was  to  form  an  association.  Tne  privileges  thej 
enjoyed  must  not  be  taken  as  legal  rights.  Mr.  J>  u<t 
Parry,  Gresford,  as  an  angler,  favoured  protection,  the 
question  being,  were  they  going  to  improve  the  river  or 
not  P  He  considered  SuLday  fishing  admissible,  and  that 
strangers  should  pay  for  fiubing.  Several  questions  more 
or  less  relevant  to  the  matter  under  discufsion,  and  some 
humorous  remarks  by  old  Tom  Beuyon,  an  angler  of  the 
district  for  over  forty  years,  brought  up  Mr.  W.  Read,  whb 
objected  to  the  remarks  and  aspersions  which  had  been  oast 
upon  the  visiting  anglers,  among  whom  he  had  many 
friends,  and  he,  who  perhaps  knew  them  as  a  body  better 
than  anyone  else  in  the  room,  had  every  reason  to  believe 
that  they  were  not  guilty  of  the  unfair  fishing  with  which 
they  had  been  charged.  Mr.  John  Hughes,  Yew  Tree, 
whose  farm  adjuios  the  Alyn  for  some  miles,  said  he  had 
no  intention  of  giving  away  his  rights  <  o  any  association, 
and  should  retain  the  privilege  of  allowing  whom  he 
pleased  to  pass  over  his  land.  He  considered  that  the 
river  wouli  stock  itself  if  it  were  not  for  the  minee. 
After  some  further  remarks  a  resolution  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  Cromer,  duly  seconded  and  carried  by  a  show  (x 
hands,  that  they  were  not  prepared  to  accept  an  associa- 
tion. 

It  was  clear  from  the  first  that  the  promoters  were 
lamentably  unprepared  with  their  cause,  and  singularly 
deficient  in  local  angling  details,  while  the  oppO!»itiun  had 
evidently  been  well  organised,  so  that  what  migbt  ba  a 
very  desirable  project  was  defeated  practically  by  tbe  non- 
angling  element  introduced. — Yours  truly, 

  Green  Rod. 

ADDRESS  OP  CLUB  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
favour  me  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  secretary  ot 
the  Mitoham  Angling  Associition  P — And  oblige  youru 
truly,  H.  C.  Nichols. 

47,  The  Grove,  Wandsworth,  S.W, 


Royal  Aquaru'm. — The  holiday  programme  at  thf* 
Ro}al  Aquarium  has  met  with  signal  success.  There  was 
a  record  attendance  Easter  Monday,  and  thronitbout  tbe 
week  very  laree  audifnces  have  favoured  the  pojular  West- 
minster establishment.  Next  week  the  entertainment  will 
be  repeated  with  very  slight  variation,  and  amusement 
seekers  will  find  one  of  the  best  all-round  shons  iu  full 
swing  at  whatever  hour  tbey  pay  a  vi^it. 


To  Flt  Dhkssbrs,  Amateur  and  ProfeaBlonal.  Now  reod^, 
price  2s.  net,  or  peat  free  for  2h.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dressor  h 
Oablnet  of  Dovlcea;  or  How  to  Tie  FlieH  for  Dry  and  Wet  Flv 
Fiahlng  for  Trout  and  arayling."  By  the  late  U.  O.  McOlelland 
"Athenian,"  of  the  FitMtig  OazMe.  With  eighty  illuatratiouH 
Thin  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  hod, 
post  free,  by  sendlnK  2b.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Oo., 
St.  Dunston's  House,  F«tt«r-lan«,  LondoB. 
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THE  TROUTING  SEASON 
NORTH. 


IN  THE 


Now  that  the  snowstorms  of  the  early  part 
of  the  year  have,  in  a  measure,  disappeared, 
although  their  remains  in  the  form  of  miniature 
glaciers  still  linger  in  the  glens  and  gullies,  and 
glint  and  glisten  from  the  distant  mountain 
peaka,  it  will  be  of  interest  to  the  trout  angler  in 
general,  and  the  intending  holiday -seeker  in 
particular,  to  learn  where  he  may  safely  wander 
m  the  spring  and  early  summer,  and  indulge  to 
his  heart's  content  in  the  invigorating  and 
pleasant  pastime  he  loves  so  well  on  free  or 
nominally  free  angling  waters. 

In  the  the  first  place  he  must  disabuse  his  mind 
of  the  idea  that  once  on  the  blooming  heather 
across  the  Border  all  waters  are  at  his  command, 
and  that  he  is  monarch  of  all  he  surveys  as  far 
as  the  angling  world  around  him  is  concerned. 
This  ia  a  popular  delusion  of  the  Scot  himself, 
and  transmitted  by  him  to  his  southern  neighbour. 
When  we  use  the  term  "free"  waters,  we  mean 
that  they  are  literally  free  in  the  sense  that  the 
proprietor  puts  no  restrictions  on  them ;  or  that 
they  are  attached  to  some  hotel  in  the  vicinity. 


and  may  be  fished  ad  lib.  by  staying  at  the 
respective  hostelry  or  otherwise ;  that  they  may 
be  fished  by  simply  asking  permission,  or  the 
payment  of  a  nominal  fee.  There  are  miles  and 
miles  of  excellent  trouting  waters,  where  one  may 
roam  at  one's  own  sweet  will,  north  of  the 
Border,  and  the  farther  north  the  better ;  there 
are  waters  again  — a  galore  —  preserved  for 
their  autumn  salmon  and  trout  fishings,  but  open 
for  the  asking  at  other  times  during  the  year; 
there  are  burgh  waters,  where  daily  tickets  are 
issued,  and  others  which  are  quite  free;  and 
there  are  few  country  hotels  or  inns  in  the  North 
of  Scotland  which  cater  for  anglers  which  have 
not  a  choice  bit  of  trouting,  and  even  salmon 
water  attached. 

For  distinctly  early  northern  streams  of  good 
size,  the  Don,  Deveron,  and  Findhorn  are  the 
best  on  their  middle  and  lower  reaches,  and  the 
baskets  made  to  the  fly  in  the  opening  months  of 
the  season  will  assuredly  satisfy  the  most 
fastidious.  Later  on  the  fly  is  not  so  acceptable, 
and  then  a  basket  must  be  made  by  clear  water 
worm  angling  or  minnowing  in  the  dusk  of  a 
July  evening.  Till  the  end  of  June,  however, 
thei-e  is  abundance  of  water  as  a  rule,  lots  of  local 
showers,  and  this  year  the  accumulations  of  a 
dozen  well-defined  snowstorms,  to  keep  these 
rivers  full. 

On  the  Don  there  is  the  extensive  reach  of  the 
burgh  water  at  Kintore,  on  the  Great  North  of 
Scotland  Railway,  which  affords  good  early 
trouting,  an  occasional  salmon  or  grilse  if  they  be 
in  the  vicinity,  and  which  can  be  fished  for  the 
nominal  charge  of  Is.  6d.  per  day,  or  3s.  6d.  per 
week.  The  folks  are  not  hard  to  deal  with,  and 
when  sport  is  slack  the  daily  charges  are  often 
remitted  altogether. 

Plenty  of  comfortable  lodgings  may  be  got  m 
the  village,  and  in  addition  there  are  two  hotels. 
The  water  is  somewhat  hard  fished  by  anglers 
from  Aberdeen,  yet  the  baskets  made  from  it 
when  in  condition  ai-e  astonishing.  Farther  up 
the  river  the  Inverurie  burgh  water  and  part  of 
the  Urie,  a  prolific  tributary  of  the  Don,  are  at 
the  disposal  of  the  angler  if  he  puts  up  at  any  of 
the  hotels,  or  otherwise  makes  application  to  any 
of  the  local  magistrates.  Sir  Arthur  Grant, 
Bart.,  Moneymusk,  Donside,  wiU  grant  a  day's 
angling  on  his  excellent  trouting  reaches  by 
writing  to  him  before  hand,  and  his  reach  is  worth 
all  the  trouble.  There  are  lots  of  trout,  and  of 
good  sizes,  with  a  good  few  holding  pools  for 
salmon,  and  nothing  but  the  fly  is  permitted  to 
be  used. 

At  Alford  the  perfection  of  early  trout  anghng 
may  be  enjoyed  by  staying  at  the  Haughton 
Arms,  or  the  Forbes  Arms,  a  little  farther  up. 
Here  an  angler  creeled  a  fine  91b.  salmon  the 
other  day,  and  several  others  have  been  got.  In 
fact,  the  upper  waters  of  the  Don  are  worth 
looking  after  this  year,  which  has  not  been  the 
case  for  some  time  back. 

At  Glenkindie  there  is  a  bit  of  free  water,  and 
the  innkeeper  usually  gets  the  run  of  the  Manse 
pool  for  his  angling  guests,  which  often  hold  an 
early  spring  salmon,  or  later  on  afresh  run  grilse. 
But  the  trout  are  abundant  in  the  vicinity,  and 
scale  from  ilh.  up  to  21b.  and  31b.  Of  course,  the 
heavier  fish  are  few  and  far  between.  On  one 
occasion  on  the  Breda  water,  below  this  free 
reach,  we  landed  the  heaviest  brown  trout  it  has 
been  our  lot  to  kill.  He  scaled  71b.,  and  was  in 
the  very  pink  of  condition.  But  this  was  a  dozen 
years  ago,  and  the  poachers  have  left  few  of  his 
age  in  any  part  of  the  river  high  or  low.  Tet 
last  year  two  trout  were  got  on  the  Castle  Newe 
waters  of  4lb.  and  4ilb.  respectively,  which  are 
indeed  prizes,  and  only  to  be  found  in  well 
preserved  waters,  and  on  very  rare  occasions. 

The  Newe  Arms  Hotel,  Golquhouie,  is  a  very 
comfortable  h«u8e  to  put  up  at,  and  in  the  centre 
of  an  excellent  angling  district,  commanding  the 
Bucket,  Kindy,  and  the  main  stream  of  the  Don. 
There  is  a  nominal  fee  of  £1  charged,  but  this 
covers  a  whole  party  of  four  for  a  whole  month. 
Mr.  Coutts,  the  genial  innkeeper,  has  some  special 
privileges,  and  visitors  should  write  him  before- 
hand, especially  as  his  house  is  often  full  both  in 
the  early  and  late  months  of  the  season. 

The  Deveron  has  not  the  same  "  free  "  facilities 
as  the  Don.  On  the  Pife  Arms  Hotel  water, 
BanfE,  Mr.  Grieve  rents  a  fine  reach  for  the 
recreation  of  his  guests.  Here  the  sport  is 
undoubted,  and  those  who  are  not  hampered  in 


the  way  of  fair  charges  could  not  do  better  than 
spend  a  week  or  so  with  Mr.  Grieve.  Further  up 
stream  Mr.  Brown,  who  has  a  Donside  experience, 
runs  the  Commercial  Hotel  at  Turriff,  and  caters 
for  anglers  on  very  reasonable  terms ;  and  those 
patronising  him  will  find  plenty  of  free  fishing  on 
river  and  stream  within  easy  reach.  At  Huntly 
the  angler  will  find  himself  in  an  angling 
paradise.  He  can  have  the  choice  of  the  Deveron, 
isla,  and  Bogie  for  a  small  charge,  which  is  now 
applied  to  defray  the  cost  of  watching.  There 
are  plenty  genial  and  sympathetic  brothers  of  the 
gentle  art  who  will  think  it  an  honour  to  show  off 
the  streams,  and  prove  boon  companions  for  the 
to  the  stranger  within  their  gates.  The  Caboach 
district  is  the  place  to  go  in  the  later  days  of  June 
and  July.  There  are  plenty  of  free  fishings,  but 
the  fish  are  late  and  small,  and  more  of  the  bum 
trout  order  than  we  have  hitherto  had  in  our 
mind's  eye. 

From  Aberlour  Hotel  a  bit  of  the  Spey  can  be 
fished  free  of  charge,  and  the  Fiddich  (an  excellent 
trouting  stream),  the  Ruthie,  and  other  tributaries 
are  at  the  will  of  the  touriat  angler  on  making  the 
acquaintance  of  the  local  keepers.    The  lessees 
seldom  come  down  till  autumn,  and  the  keepers 
have  full  charge,  and  a  pipe  of  tobacco  or  a  dram 
is  all  the  passport  one  needs  to  the  best  of  their 
preserves.    Mr.  Massie,  of  Ballindalloch,  can  give 
his  guests  tte  command  of  five  miles  of  the  Aven 
for  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout,  while  the  brown 
trout  sport  is  simply  perfection  if  the  Aven  be 
caught  on  the  rise.    Wnat  salmon  are  got  are 
usually  well  coloured,  but  edible,  and  the  sea 
trout  and  grilse  are  of  the  same  order,  and  are 
chiefly  got  to  the  worm  in  a  coloured  water.  This 
and  Tomintoul  are  angling  resorts  of  the  first 
order.   They  are  a  bit  out  of  the  way,  especially 
Tomintoul,  the  highest  village  in  the  kingdom, 
and  situated  right  in  the  centre  of  the  Aberdeen, 
Banff,  and  Inverness  Grampians,  but  the  best  of 
sport  can  only  be  got  by  going  a  bit  off  the  main 
track,  and  seeking  the  solitudes  "far  from  the 
madding  crowd."     May  is  the  best  month  for 
rising  trout.    The  country  about  is  charming. 
Here  the  angler  practises  amongst  the  most 
picturesque  panorama  devised  by  Nature.  The 
swift  stream  dashing  along  the  hiUside,  the 
placid  river  winding  through  the  tortuous  valley, 
the  mountain  waterfall,  the  foaming  currents 
between  moss-grown  rocks,  and  green-fringed 
grassy  lochans,  are  his  on  every  hand  and  at 
every  turn  of  the  eye ;  and  if  he  still  yearns  for 
mightier  waters  and  more  magnificent  mountain 
environments,  he  has  not  far  to  seek  such  fresh 
water  expanses  as  Loch  Ness,  Loch  Oich,  or  Loch 
Assynt— scenes  of  the  angler's  triumphs  from 
time  immemorial. 

For  free  or  normally  free  angling  on  the  Tay 
system  we  would  refer  the  tourist  angler  to  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth.  He  knows  not  only 
Perthshire,  but  the  country  "for  miles  round," 
is  free  with  his  information  to  brothers  of  the 
craft,  and  what  he  does  not  know  is  not  worth 
knowing.  For  angling  on  the  North  Esk  (Forfar) 
mine  host  of  the  Panmure  Arms,  Edzell ;  for  the 
Feugh  and  a  chance  cast  on  the  Dee,  Mr.  Smith, 
Feughside  Inn,  Banchory,  or  Mr.  Ben-y,  Burnett 
Arms,  Banchory,  who  has  often  a  reach  of  the 
Dee  to  let  on  easy  terms.  Just  now  he  has  the 
Kinnestie  water,  from  May  15  tiU  August  1,  and 
a  better  cast  for  either  salmon  or  grille  could  not 
be  got.  The  Oruden  Bum  is  not  worth  wasting 
time  on ;  but  the  Tthan  at  Ellon  Castle  can  be 
fished  for  2s.  per  day,  and  is  well  worth  the  small 
charge  at"  any  time,  especially  in  the  early  spring 
and  autumn.  The  Ugie  can  only  be  fished  by 
monthly  tickets,  from  15s.  to  30s.,  but  it  is  the 
beau  ideal  stream  for  brown  trout,  sea  trout,  and 
finnock  in  the  North  of  Scotland. 

The  Udny  Arms,  Newburgh,  Aberdeen,  is  an 
angling  resort  of  the  first  water,  and  Mr. 
Ritchie's  house  is  always  full.  The  finnock  up  to 
fib.  and  lib.  and  over  come  up  in  vast  shoals  into 
the  three-mUe  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  and  are  got 
at  certain  times  of  the  tide  both  from  bank  and 
boat.  The  boat  is  the  more  costly  but  more 
certain  way  of  securing  a  basket ;  and  the  small 
Devon,  the  tube  (sand  eel),  and  ordinary  trout 
flies  of  the  larger  sorts  do  well.  The  Fmdhom  is 
another  sea  trout  and  finnock  reach,  and  Stewart 
and  Sons,  Forres,  have  the  angling  rightB. 

Where  not  mentioned  otherwise  the  fly  is  the 
lure  of  lures,  and  probably  as  good  a  selection  as 
any  for  finnock  and  sea  trout  may  be  mentioned 
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the  March  Brown,  Hare  Lug,  Terror  (an  imitation 
of  sand-eel).  Quill  Gnat,  Grey  Quill,  Scarlet  and 
Teal,  Lord  Saltoun,  Zulu,  Stiver  and  Blue,  and 
euch-like  fancies  of  fairly  large  sizes ;  while  for 
brown  trout  the  same  |pattei-ns  on  very  small 
irons,  with  probably  a  Professor,  Black  Gnat, 
and  some  of  the  spinners  thrown  in,  are  all  the 
flies  one  needs  think  about.  G.  M. 


COMPENSATIONS. 


Who  has  not  heard  of  the  laws  of  compensa- 
tion ?  That  there  are  such  laws  no  doubt  can  be 
entertained,  and  happy  is  the  man  who  is  con- 
stantly recognising  this,  and  whose  eyes  are 
attuned  to  descry  behind  the  cloud  the  silver 
lining  that  is  generally  in  existence,  though 
everyone  is  not  privileged  to  behold  it. 

Anglers  of  the  true  type  are  predisposed  to 
make  the  best  of  all  things,  and  to  rise  superior 
to  their  sometimes  adverse  surroundings;  and 
especially  is  this  the  case  with  the  trout  fisher, 
who  pursues  the  most  wily,  capricious,  and  fickle 
of  all  the  denizens  of  our  lakes  and  rivers.  One 
has  never  learned  even  the  rudiments  of  trout  lore 
until  after  years  of  patient  research  and  observa- 
tion. 

There  is  no  rule  whatever  conperning  the 
habits  and  behaviour  of  trout,  no'  scheme  or 
programme  can  be  initiated  that  will  be  successful 


well-remembered  tones  of  Simeon  Carpenter,  the 
head  boatman,  who  was  to  be  my  gillie,  and  I 
rushed  into  the  hall  to  give  him  a  warm  shake  of 
the  hand,  and  to  inquire  about  the  prospects  of 
sport.  A  very  melancholy  shake  of  the  head  sent 
my  spirits  down  to  zero,  but,  in  spite  of  evil 
prognostications,  I  was  keen  to  start,  and  so 
hastily  put  up  my  fly  rod,  mounted  a  cast  with 
three  of  the  most  wintry  flies  I  could  think  of, 
and  away  we  went  for  the  boat-house.  Simeon 
warned  me  to  wrap  up  well,  and  this  I  did,  but  in 
only  a  partial  manner,  and  for  this  I  suffered 
keenly  afterwards.  Eventually  we  embarked,  and 
pushed  our  way  thi-ough  thin  ice  into  the 
big  lake.  Choosing  an  old  favourite  drift, 
we  commenced  operations,  and  for  an  hour  I  cast 
over  every  likely  inch  of  water,  but  in  vain.  I 
grew  colder  and  colder,  until  I  could  scarcely  bear 
the  pain  in  my  frozen  feet ;  still  I  worked  away, 
anxious  to  catch  my  first  trout  of  the  year  1900. 
We  persevered  for  four  hours,  and  kept  fishing 
until  the  darkening  sky  warned  us  to  desist.  Not  a 
rise  rewarded  our  efforts,  and  as  I  felt  the  circu- 
lation slowly  returning  to  my  feet  I  anathematised 
the  wind  and  weather  in  anything  but  mild 
accents.  Now  for  the  "compensations."  I 
reached  the  hotel,  and  just  at  the  side  I  saw  an 
unwonted  sight.  A  flag  was  floating  proudly  in 
the  cruel  cold  evening  breeze,  and  that  flag  was  the 
Union  J ack !  I  entered  the  hall  door,  and  inside 
there  seemed  to  be  an  air  of  indescribable  con- 


amber  colour.  We  started  a  newspaper,  yclept 
"The  Lake  Yyniwy  Observer  and  Llanwyddn 
Advertiser,"  and  thus  we  defied  adversity  until 
the  arrival  of  "  The  Doctor."  Now,  the  Doctor 
is  a  cheeiy  man,  and  when  out  of  haraess  is  a 
veritable  schoolboy.  I  was  fishing  one  day  in  a 
sort  of  perfunctory  fashion,  when  a  merry  voice 
hailed  me  from  the  shore.  "  What  cheer,  old 
man,  any  luck  ?  Leave  a  few  for  me."  I  looked 
round,  and  saw  the  Doctor,  responded  to  his 
cordial  greeting,  and  in  two  shakes  he  was  in  my 
boat,  casting  dexterously  with  my  spare  rod. 
Now  comes  the  strange  part  of  the  story.  Up  to 
this  time  luck  had  been  dead  out,  but  immediately 
after  this  arrival  we  began  to  get  fish,  and  by  the 
time  we  "ceased  firing"  we  had  fourteen  good 
fish  in  the  boat,  and  our  spirits  rose  accordingly. 

In  the  evening,  at  dinner,  the  doctor  made 
things  hum  a  bit,  and  we  had  great  hilarity  (as 
they  say  in  Ireland).  At  dinner  we  got  into 
conversation  with  a  gentleman  from  Manchester, 
who  had  been  fishing  all  day  with  about  half  a 
dozen  rods.  We  noticed  that  he  constantly 
trolled  many  minnows  and  even  sprats  across  the 
lake,  quite  close  to  the  dam,  and  occasionally 
caughl  a  skinny  trout  that  had  got  thin  through 
trying  to  knock  down  the  dam  and  so  escape  to 
the  river  below.  We  had  great  chaff  about  this, 
and  eventually  this  gentleman  was  known 
amongst  us  as  the  "  Dam  Scraper,"  although  he 
himself  was  not  aware  of  his  nickname.    I  am 


Thk  Man  of  Many  Rods  and  His  Gillie. 


for  more  than  one  day.  Given  the  same  conditions 
of  wind  and  water,  the  same  aspect  of  the  sun, 
the  same  time  of  day  and  time  of  year,  and  with 
all  these  things  identical  the  conduct  of  the  trout 
may  be  as  different  as  it  is  possible  to  be.  This 
is  hard  to  account  for,  and  hence  it  is  that  we 
(the  devotees  of  the  gentle  art)  are  still  in  our 
infancy,  and  every  visit  to  the  waterside  will 
bring  new  lessons  and  fresh  surprises. 

But  what  about  compensations  P  Well,  it  is  of 
these  I  would  speak,  and  endeavour  to  show  that 
even  an  Arctic  three  weeks  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  has 
its  bright  side,  and  though  north-east  winds 
do  blow  continuously,  though  icicles  of  abnormal 
length  hang  from  archway  and  roof,  though 
the  feet  of  the  benumbed  angler  become 
frozen  and  perished,  though  his  nose  assume  a 
more  rubicund  hue  as  the  cruel  wind  perfects  the 
polishing  process,  though  all  these  ills  be  endured, 
there  is  that  to  come  after  which  will  verily  make 
up  for  these  privations  and  discomforts,  and  this 
I  will  try  to  set  forth  in  this  veracious  history. 

Once  more,  on  the  fateful  1st  of  March,  I 
found  myself  at  dear  old  Vyrnwy,  and  received 
the  same  warm  welcome  from  Miss  Davies.  She 
assured  me  that  a  royal  fire  had  been  prepared, 
and  tlie  old-standing  dish — steak  and  onion 
fritters — was  awaiting  me.  Ten  miles  in  an  open 
carriage  did  not  tend  to  make  one  oblivious  of 
creature  comforts,  and  I  did  my  duty  to  that 
steak  manfully  indeed.    Suddenly  I  heard  the 


viviality.  What  did  it  all  mean  P  I  was  soon 
enlightened.  "  Ladysmith  is  relieved ! "  was 
shouted  in  my  ear,  and  then  I  understood  all.  I 
have  seen  some  (juick  work  in  my  time,  but  the 
way  the  corks  flew  out  of  those  bottles  of  '93 
"  Golden  Goblet "  was  a  caution.  Gillies  yelled, 
demure  little  maidens  executed  wild  war  dances, 
hands  were  shaken  all  round,  and  there  was  no 
more  good  behaviour  for  the  rest  of  the  evening. 
What  matter  biting  wind,  bad  weather,  or  no 
sport  P  What  matt«r  frozen  toesies  or  rubicund 
noses  P  We  had  a  right  merry  evening.  Ernest 
Roberts  harped  patriotic  airs,  "  Soldiers  of  the 
Queen"  was  sung  in  chorus,  "The  Absent- 
Minded  "  was  recited  with  great  unction,  and  the 
whisky  flowed  galore.  Behold  our  "compensa- 
tions ! " 

Days  followed,  and  still  the  "  north  wind  blew, 
and  the  snow  it  snew,"  and  fishing  became  a  dead 
letter.  No  flies  were  hatched  out,  no  sun  cheered 
us  with  his  beams,  and  not  a  rise  was  ever  to  be 
seen  on  any  part  of  the  lake.  Did  we  despond, 
or  sulk  P  Did  we  let  concealment  like  a  worm  in 
the  bud  feed  upon  our  damask  cheek  p  Did  we 
express  our  disapprobation  of  our  surroundings 
in  forcible  and  unparliamentary  language  P  No 
such  thing.  We  frisked  along  gaily,  and  got  a 
lot  of  fun  out  of  it,  too.  First  we  had  a  birthday, 
and  kept  it  thoroughly.  We  also  inaugurated  a 
society  for  the  encouragement  of  uie  rapid 
emptying  of  vessels  containing  fluid  of  a  rich 


The  Martial  Bird  in  Khaki. 

afraid  if  this  account  should  come  under  his 
observation  there  will  be  blood  and  thunder  in 
store  for  me  when  we  meet. 

Another  angler  caused  great  fun  because  he 
had  found  out  a  particular  spot  at  the  extreme 
end  of  the  lake,  at  the  top  of  Rhyargor  Bay, 
where  a  few  treut  would  positively  rise  at  a 
certain -hour  of  the  day.  The  devices  this  perse- 
vering fisherman  made  use  of  to  ensure  "  first  go  " 
at  this  spot  were  most  amusing ;  but  as  we  all 
tried  repeatedly  to  get  there  before  him,  and  as 
regularly  failed,  the  laugh  was  certainly  on  his 
side. 

Sport  remained  bad  for  a  fortnight,  as  the 
weather  became  colder  and  colder,  until  when  we 
were  getting  reduced  to  a  condition  of  apathy 
came  the  news  of  the  occupation  of  Bloemfontein ! 
Again  we  all  broke  out  in  a  fresh  place,  and  a 
general  wave  of  patriotism  surged  over  the  hotel. 
In  the  entrance  hall  is  a  stately  heron  stuffed  to 
look  as  life-like  as  possible.  This  bird  we  clothed 
in  khaki  trousers,  placed  a  cocked  baton  his  head, 
spectacles  over  his  eyes,  and  a  large  cigar  in  his 
beak.  The  doctor  then  seized  one  of  the  little 
handmaidens,  and,  to  the  strains  of  Ernest 
Roberts's  harp,  they  waltzed  wildly  around  the 
martial  bird  to  the  tune  of  "Auld  Lang  Syne" 
played  quickly.  We  all  at  once  provided  ourselves 
with  partners  and  followed  suit ;  even  Miss  Davies 
unbent  for  the  occasion,  and  Joined  the  giddy 
throng.    The  "  Dam  Scraper  "  let  off  mysterious 
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Greek  fire  in  weird  and  sulphurous  flashes,  and 
then,  all  the  lady  partners  havinpr  been  appro- 
priated, seized  a  landing  net  and  waltzed  as  wildly 
as  the  rest.  When  experienced  and  veteran 
fishermen  lose  the  majesty  of  their  bearing  and 
go  in  for  this  sort  of  thing,  it  must  speak  wonders 
for  the  air  of  Lake  Yyrnwy;  also  when  morning 
arrives  without  the  suspicion  of  a  headache,  it 
must  speak  volumes  for  the  whisky.  Well,  all 
things  have  an  end,  and  so  did  my  visit  to 
North  Wales ;  but  before  I  left  the  fates  were 
propitious,  and  I  had  one  nice  little  bit  of  sport  in 
dear  old  Eunant  Bay,  close  to  the  little  bridge 
where  the  river  runs  in.  There  I  killed  thirteen  nice 
fish,  and  so  redeemed  an  otherwise  blank  day. 
For  many  years  I  have  had  first-rate  sport  at 
Vymwy,  and  it  was  only  the  abnormally  Arctic 
weather  that  made  it  so  bad  this  season.  Still,  as 
we  see  by  this  yam,  I  had  "  compensations,"  and 
they  can  always  be  enjoyed  by  anybody  staying  at 
the  far-famed  and  hospitable  hostelry  at  Lake 
Vymwy.  Quill  Gnat. 


GRESHAM     ANGLING  SOCIETY'S 
ANNUAL  DINNER. 


.  The  members  of  the  above  society,  on  Tues- 
day night,  April  24,  held  their  annual  dinner,  at 
Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  City.  Mr. 
William  Senior,  editor  of  the  Field,  presided,  and 
the  gathering  was  a  most  pleasant  and  successful 
one.  On  the  right  and  left  respectively  of  the 
chairman  were  Mr.  James  Tayler  and  Mr.  C.  S. 
Bentley,  and  the  general  company  included 
Messrs.  J.  P.  Connellan,  A.  Badgen,  John  Ford, 
W.  Marshall,  G.  Allen,  J.  B.  Close,  Dr.  Ladell, 
G.  H.  Howard,  J.  H.  Basten,  J.  F.  F.  Bucking- 
ham, J.  S.  Chasteney,  P.  W.  Norman,  A.  Gooch, 
W.  Parker,  Aukland,  T.  Gilbert,  Beaumont, 
T.  B.  Fourney,  Franklin,  J.  H.  Walker  (hon.  sec), 
R.  G.  WoodrufE,  F.  A.  Gray,  C.  Cotton,  F.  J. 
Gray,  W.  Meyers,  J.  Twist,  A.  R.  Matthews, 
T.  Gibson,  and  others. 

Giving  the  toast,  after  dinner,  of  "  The  Queen," 
the  chairman  remarked  that  there  were  no  more 
loyal  subjects  of  Her  Majestythan  anglers, and  also 
referred  to  several  members  of  the  Royal  Family, 
including  the  Duke  of  York  and  the  Duchess  of 
Fife,  who  were  very  keen  anglers.  The  toast  was 
most  loyally  received. 

The  Chairman  next  proposed  "  The  Gresham 
Angling  Society  and  Officers,"  and  prefaced  his 
remarks  by  reading  letters  of  apology  for  absence 
from  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("  John 
Bickerdyke "),  Mr.  E.  H.  Bramley,  Sir  George 
Brown,  Mr.  G.  Chambers,  Mr.  Abrahams,  Mr.  F. 
Page,  Mr.  Girling,  &c.  The  chairman  humor- 
ously went  on  to  remark  that  they  could  condole 
with  those  gentlemen,  not  only  on  having  missed 
a  very  pleasant  evening,  but,  if  they  were  away 
fishing,  on  meeting  with  bad  lack,  as  sport, 
generally  speaking,  had  been  extremely  poor  this 
Easter.  He,  however,  at  this  period  of  the  season 
never  remembered  seeing  such  a  head  of 
water  on  the  Colne.  Itchen,  and  Kennet. 
They  were  brimming  full  and  level  with  their 
banks,  and  under  those  conditions  anglers  were 
anticipating  a  much  better  supply  of  water  in  the 
rivers  than  was  the  case  last  summer.  He 
thought  they  might  reasonably  look  forward  to  a 
good  head  of  water  for,  at  any  rate,  the  best  part 
of  the  fly  fishing,  and  his  friend  Mr.  Tayler 
{"  Red  Palmer")  agreed  with  him.  With  regard 
to  the  Easter  fishing,  it  was  a  delusion  and  a 
snare.  (Laughter).  During  the  holidays  he  met 
six  dry-fly  fishers  in  a  Winchester  hotel  who 
probably  paid  between  them  £1000  for  the 
privilege  of  fishing  the  Itchen,  and  they  had  only 
taken  two  sizeaV>le  trout.  (Laughter.)  The  same 
thing  had  practically  happened  on  the  Kennet, 
fewer  fish  being  caught  during  the  rise  of  grannom 
than  had  been  known  for  many  years.  Unfor- 
tunately they  had  frequently  heard  of  late  of  the 
"  worst  on  record  "  as  regarded  angling  seasons, 
and  he  hoped  things  would  take  a  sudden  turn 
eoon  so  that  anglers  would  be  able  to  talk  of  the 
"best  on  record."  (Hear,  hear.)  With  regard  to  the 
toast  of  the  evening,  it  was  with  great  pleasure 
and  real  sincerity  that  he  (Mr.  Senior)  proposed 
it,  because  he  knew  what  the  club  was,  and  what 
it  had  been.  The  club  was  started  during  the 
year  of  his  return,  after  five  years'  residence  in 
Queensland,  to  England.  During  that  year  the 
angling  editorship  of  Bell's  Life  was  offered  to, 


and  accepted  by  him,  and  one  of  the  earliest 
angling  matters  he  wrote  about,  under  his  old  now 
dc  plume  of  "Alder,"  was  the  statement  concerning 
the  formation  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Crumplen  and  Mr.  Bentley  were  the  fathers 
of  the  society,  and  he  (Mr.  Senior)  used  to  wonder 
what  would  become  of  it,  because  many  clulm 
started  in  those  days  only  to  fail.  But  the 
Gresham  took  root  at  once — (cheers)  —  and 
although  they  had  bad,  he  fancied,  their  ups  and 
downs,  their  little  storms  disturbing  the 
tranquil  surface  of  the  water,  and  no  doubt 
a  little  thunder  and  lightning,  the  general 
result  showed  that  they  were  a  most  sturdy 
tree,  with  the  branches  shapely  and  distending, 
and  the  fruit  being  borne  in  good  season. 
(Cheei-s.)  In  many  respects  the  club  was  a  model 
one,  because  they  had  not  only  raised  rod  and 
line  fishing  in  the  sea  to  the  dignity  of  a  sport, 
but  as  a  society  they  had  continued  doing  so  up 
to  the  present  time.  (Cheers.)  They  had  their 
own  station  and  their  own  fleet — if  he  could  use 
such  a  grandiloquent  term  about  a  lugger 
and  a  dinghy — (laughter) — and  they  had  actually 
popularised  the  sport  and  shown  that  it  had  equal 
attractions  and  ecjual  advantages  with  the  other 
forms  of  angling  to  which  some  of  them  had  all 
their  lives  solely  devoted  themselves.  (Cheers ) 
He  hoped  one  day  to  go  on  board  the  fleet  and  be 
inducted  into  the  mysteries  of  flounder  fishing. 
(Laughter.)    The  club  was,  further,  an  all-round 
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club,  and  nothing  testified  to  that  fact  more  than 
the  kind  of  waters  they  rented.  In  Essex  they  had 
a  true  type  of  coarse  fish  river,  where  there  were 
magnificent  roach  and  the  facilities  for  practising 
every  form  of  bottom  fishing,  which  included 
spinning  for  pike.  At  Chesham  they  had  a  trout 
water,  and  when  an  angling  society  had  been 
established  twenty  years,  had  gone  on  increasing 
in  popularity  and  influence,  had  a  sea  fishing 
station  and  equipment  connected  therewith,  and 
coarse  fish  and  trout  fishing  preserves,  it  could 
say  something  that  few  angling  societies  in  this 
or  any  other  country  could  say,  and  he  congrafu- 
lated  them  with  all  his  heart  upon  the  acquisition 
of  those  waters  and  the  admirable  way  in 
which  he  heard  on  all  sides  they  were  managed. 
(Cheers.)  With  regard  to  the  River  Chess, 
he  had  been  informed  that  the  club  had 
just  secured  a  further  stretch  of  the  river. 
If  it  was  the  piece  he  knew  the  trout  used 
to  rise  pretty  well  to  the  fly,  and  it  was  a  sweet 
water,  and  in  a  rather  pretty  part  of  the  Chess. 
In  referring  to  the  deaths  of  several  old  and 
esteemed  members  of  the  club,  including  Dr. 
Brunton,  the  chairman  said  he  did  not  agree  with 
not  mentioning  them  on  such  festive  occasions. 
Their  good  friends  had  done  their  service,  com- 
pleted their  life's  work,  and  had  gone,  let  them 
hope,  to  participate  in  some  such  kind  of 
recreation  in  another  world,  which  they  had 
enjoyed  and  illumined  so  well  in  this.  (Cheers.) 


Passing  on  to  the  officers  of  the  society,  Mr. 
Senior  referred  to  the  excellent  hon.  treasurer, 
Mr.  Marshall,  and  also  remarked  that  they  were 
very  fortunate  in  their  new  secretary — they  had 
had  many  other  good  secretaries  in  the  past — 
because  he  knew  that  Mr.  Walker  was  determined 
to  make  the  club  even  more  successful  than  it  had 
been  before.  (Cheers.)  With  reference  to  angling 
societies,  Mr.  Senior  proceeded  to  ask  if  they 
collectively  were  using  their  influence  np  to  its 
real  worth.  (A  voice  :  "No.")  He  did  not  think 
they  were,  but  he  thought  all  that  strength  and 
influence  ought  to  be  brought  together,  and  thus 
prove  once  more  that  union  was  strength.  ''Hear, 
hear.)  The  (Government  had  appointed  a  Salmon 
Fisheries  Commission,  and  the  gentlemen  serving 
thereon  were  no  doubt  most  worthy  men  in  their 
public  as  in  their  private  life,  Imt  there  was  not 
one  who  could  be  said  to  represent  the  angling 
interests  of  the  country,  from  the  salmon  down  to 
the  minnow.  The  angling  interests  were  not 
represented  on  the  Commission,  and  there  had 
been  no  attempt  to  discover  whether  there  were 
any  angling  interests  to  represent.  The  coarse 
fishing  was  intimately  bound  up  in  the  interests 
of  the  migi-atory  Sahnonidx.  Coarse  fishing 
was  sometimes  ruined  for  the  sake  of  the  salmon, 
and  the  salmon  fishing  was  sometimes  ruined  for 
the  sake  of  the  coarse  fishing,  and  members  of 
Parliament  who  were  anglers  ought  to  have  seen 
that  the  different  branches  of  angling  were 
represented  on  that  Commission.  But  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  sporting  part  had  been  simply  ignored. 
Anglers  were  hundreds  of  thousands  strong,  and 
if  they  could  only  speak  through  one  voice,  and 
bring  their  ideas  together,  surely  they  would 
have  some  little  influence,  and  the  authorities 
would  not  dare  to  appoint  a  Commission  without 
consulting  them.  Considering  the  number  of 
angling  societies  in  London,  in  large  cities  and 
towns,  and  even  in  villages,  he  thought  they 
might  come  together  in  some  sort  of  federation. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr.  W.  Marshall,  replying  to  the  toast,  had 
a  very  cordial  reception  from  bis  brother  mem- 
bers. The  hon.  treasurer  said  he  felt  proud  of 
the  position  he  occupied,  and  it  would  be  his  duty 
to  do  all  he  could  to  further  the  interests  of  that 
club.  (Cheers.)  His  feelings  were  equally  shared 
by  the  hon.  secretary,  hon.  curator,  and  their 
worthy  hon.  librarian,  Mr.  Norman — (cheers) — to 
whom  they  were  much  indebted  for  the  great 
interest  he  took  in  providing  the  library  with 
literature  of  a  sensible,  entertaining,  and 
practical  character,  to  enable  them  to  carry  out 
the  art  of  angling.  (Cheers.)  With  regard  to  the 
committee,  they  had  recruited  its  strength,  and 
he  looked  forward  to  the  new  niembers  even 
manifesting  a  greater  interest  in  the  club  than 
those  whose  places  they  had  taken.    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  Chairman,  at  this  juncture,  presented 
the  prizes  won  last  season,  the  successful  anglers 
being  Messrs.  J.  Basten,  L.  D.  Wrightson.  G.  H. 
Young,  J.  T.  Emery,  J.  B.  Close,  T.  Gilbert, 
H.  C.  Canton,  G.  Maul,  F.  W.  Norman,  T.  Gibson, 
R.  G.  Woodruff,  and  Dr.  Patterson.  Mr.  Basten 
secured  the  handsome  club  challenge  cup  awarded 
for  the  largest  number  of  specimen  fish  of  the 
year. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  proposed  "The  Press,"  and 
said  he  felt  sure  the  anglers  would  loyally  co- 
operate with  the  angling  press  in  any  good  move- 
ment it  promoted  for  the  welfare  of  their  sport. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthew.s 
responded. 

'■  Our  Guests "  was  the  next  toast,  proposed 
by  Mr.  James  Tayler.  He  said  they  were 
always  very  glad  to  see  the  guests,  whether  at 
their  weekly  meetings,  discussions,  or  at  their 
annual  dinner,  because  it  showed  that  they 
appreciated  the  path  that  society  was  taking  now 
in  furthering  the  interests  of  anglers.  The 
Gresham  Angling  Society  believed  what  it  was 
doing  was  the  right  thing;  they  were  content 
with  that  belief,  and  they  iraanked  the  guests  for 
coming  there  that  evening  to  support  them  in 
that  belief.  (Cheers  )  He  coupled  with  the  toast 
the  name  of  Mr.  Ford,  the  -  son  of  Mr.  Ford,  of 
Caistor.  (Cheers.) 

Replying,  Mr.  Ford  said  he  was  very  pleased 
with  the  reception  accorded  the  guests  that  night. 
Quite  recently  he  had  been  among  millions  of 
fish,  a  statement  which  seemed  rather  like  a  "  fish 
story,"  but  he  could  assure  them  that  it  was  not. 
(Laughter.)    He  added  that  he  had  been  called 
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upon  quite  unexpectedly  to  make  a  speech  that 
evening,  and  therefore  he  would  adopt  the  course 
a  friend  did  who  found  himself  in  a  similar 
position — he  would  get  up,  speak  up,  and  shut  up. 
(Laughter  and  cheers ) 

Mr.  J.  P.  CONNELLAN  proposed  the  chairman's 
health  in  an  excellent  bpeech,  remarking  that 
personally  he  had  very  kindly  recollections  of  Mr. 
Senior.  (A  Voice  :  "  Who  has  not  ?  ")  He  had 
known  him  by  name  through  his  writings  for 
very  many  years.  He  remembered  how  delighted 
he  was  when  a  friend,  who  had  initiated  him  into 
the  mysteries  of  angling,  brought  him  a  little 
book  by  "  Red  Spinner,"  entitled  "  Waterside 
Sketches,"  and  when,  on  a  subsHquent  occasion, 
his  friend  told  him  he  had  had  tbe  pleasure  of 
meeting  Mr.  Senior  at  a  social  gathering,  he  could 
not  tell  him  enough  of  him.  They  looked  upon 
Mr.  Senior  as  one  of  their  great  writers  and 
authorities  on  the  sport  they  all  loved  so  well. 
(Cheers).  In  their  library  were  several  of  his 
books.  (Hear,  hear).  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Con- 
nellan  said  that  Mr.  Senior  was  not  only  a  great 
authoiity  on  angling,  but  a  great  student  of 
nature,  and  of  human  nature  as  well — (laughter) — 
for  he  thought  they  would  find  in  one  of  his  works 
that  "  No  sinner  with  cold  feet  ever  went  to 
Heaven."    (Laughter  and  cheers). 

Mr.  Senior  (who  was  received  with  musical 
honours)  responded  in  a  feeling  speech,  remarking 
that  to  be  received  in  that  kindly  way  was  a 
great  encouragement  to  a  man  who  wrote.  It 
had  given  him  much  pleasure  to  take  the  chair 
at  their  dinner,  and  he  added  that  it  was  the  first 
entry  in  his  diary  of  that  description  which  he  had 
made  since  becoming  editor  of  the  Field. 
(Ctleer^). 

The  concluding  toast  was  "The  Host  and 
Stewards,"  given  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard. 

Duiiug  the  evening  an  excellent  musical 
programme  was  c  ontributed  by  the  Guildhall 
Glee  Singers  (Messrs.  Sydney  Hart,  Cyril 
Fiamsteed,  Gilbert  Lockjer,  and  Pelham  Wilkes), 
Mr.  Dudley,  and  Mr.  E.  W.  Burr,  who  presided  at 
the  pianoforte. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  PERCH. 


Angling  in  its  various  stages  always  reminds 
me  ol  the  lungs  of  a  ladder.  If  a  youngster 
possesses  the  born  instinct  of  an  angler,  no  sooner 
has  he  caught  his  first  stickleback  than  he  longs 
to  try  his  hand  at  minnows.  Then  step  by  step 
he  goes  on  to  gudgeon,  bleak,  roach,  perch,  and 
other  species  until  he  captures  a  pike,  and,  with 
the  cousciousness  of  youthful  pride,  sit-i  on  the 
top  rung,  an  object  of  envy  to  his  less  fortunate 
companions. 

Speaking  from  my  own  experience,  I  think  the 
greatest  pleasure  I  ever  had  as  a  coarse  fisherman 
was  when  1  caught  my  first  perch,  and  although 
in  the  fifty  odd  years  which  have  since  flown  from 
my  life  I  have  taken  every  sort  of  fresh  water 
fish  from  trout  downwards,  my  love  of  a  good 
duy's  perch  fishing  is  as  keen  as  ever  it  was.  This, 
I  think,  is  the  case  with  many  men,  because  the 
perch  is  not  only  plentifully  distributed,  but  when 
it  is  in  the  humour  for  feeding  it  is  a  bold  biter, 
and  in  propcrtion  to  its  size,  as  gamesome  a 
fighter  as  the  most  enthusiastic  angler  could 
possibly  dehire.  Dashing,  fearless,  and  courageous, 
it  affords  magnificent  sport  on  fine  tackle  and 
also  possesses  the  additional  advantage  of  forming 
an  exceedingly  dainty  dish  when  properly  cooked, 
a  virtue  that  several  other  species  of  fresh  water 
fish  do  not  possess.  Where  perch  are  numerous 
it  is  by  no  means  necessary  to  be  so  very 
particular  about  the  nicety  and  fineness  of  the 
tackle,  but  it  goes  without  saying  that  the  finer 
the  materials  of  which  it  is  composed  the  greater 
the  chance  of  making  something  better  than  an 
indifferent  bag.  In  ordinary  float  fishing  the 
bottom  should  Vje  made  up  of  at  least  a  yard 
of  the  finest  natural  gut,  stained  to  the 
tone  of  the  water,  and  furnished  with  a  No.  5 
or  No  6  hook.  I  have  caught  good-sized  perch 
on  a  No.  11  h(X)k,  sonietimes  six  or  sevtjn  oue 
after  the  other,  b^  simply  allowing  tbeiu  to  have 
pleniy  of  time.  I  have  seen  novices  lose  many  a 
go<jdly  perch  by  striking  much  too  soon,  more 
especially  when  fishing  with  minnows.  Not  only 
the  bait  but  the  size  of  the  mouth  of  the  fish 
angled  for  should  be  taken  into  consideration. 
Ad  eel,  for  instance,  ii  three  times  as  long  in 


annexing  a  2oz.  roach  as  it  would  be  in  taking  a 
maiden  lob,  but  the  same  eel  will  gnap  up  small 
pieces  of  worm  nearly  as  quickly  as  a  toad  taking 
in  a  fly.  I  prefer  a  No.  5  hook,  as  the  best  perch 
often  lie  near  the  ground,  and  should  therefore  be 
tried  lor  in  that  situation.  I  say  the  best  perch 
often  lie  near  the  ground,  for  not  only  have  I 
frequently  caught  them  when  ledgering,  but  I 
have  seen  them  cloi-e  to  the  bottom  when  I  have 
been  "  muddling "  for  gudgeon,  and  on  many 
other  occasions,  both  in  rivers  and  lakes. 

Spinning  with  a  worm  or  with  a  minnow  are 
also  two  very  killing  methods,  but  where  the 
water  is  very  deep  there  is  no  form  of  tackle 
which  will  do  greater  execution  than  the  pater- 
noster. This  derives  its  name  from  the  hooks 
being  fastened  on  to  the  line  at  regular  distances, 
in  the  same  manner  as  beads  are  attached  on  a 
rosary  and  used  by  Roman  Catholic  devotees. 
The  style  of  paternoster  frequently  sold  by  the 
tackle  shops  is  next  to  useless.  As  a  rule,  if  the 
main  trace  which  carries  the  plummet  is  not 
made  up  of  too  coarse  gut,  it  is  furnished  with  a 
series  of  circular  bone  swivels,  which  in  theory 
make  the  bait  play  around  the  gut  trace  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  fashion  as  a  horse  goes  round  and 
round  a  mortar  mill  but  which  in  practice  are 
better  calculated  to  frighten  the  perch  than  to 
induce  them  to  bite,  and  I  have  no  doubt  a  perch 
of  any  experience  would  show  his  tail  to  the 
whole  arrangement.  In  this  branch  of  perch 
fishing  fineness  of  tackle  compatible  with  strength 
is  an  indispensable  condition  of  success.  The 
trace  should  therefore  be  about  3ft.  in  length,  and 
of  the  roundest,  finest,  natural  gut,  and  for  any 
depth  under  ^■it.  should  not  carry  more  than  two 
hooks,  the  first  of  these  being  fixed  about  1ft. 
from  the  plummet,  and  the  second  about  15in. 
higher  up,  so  that  it  swings  quite  clear  of  the 
one  below.  Of  course,  more  hooks  can  be  used  if 
so  desired,  but,  generally  speaking,  two  will  be 
found  sufiicient  for  all  practical  purposes.  If, 
however,  the  lowest  hook  is  baited  with  a  worm, 
it  should  not  be  fixed  on  the  trace  at  more  than  a 
distance  of  4in.  from  the  lead  in  order  to  let  the 
worm  rest  well  out  on  the  bottom,  otherwise  its 
own  gravitation  will  cause  it  to  fall  straight  down 
and  remain  so,  unless  there  Is  a  current  to  make 
it  move  in  an  outward  direction. 

To  construct  the  paternoster,  after  well  soaking 
the  gut  trace,  and  whenever  any  of  this  useful 
but  brittle  material  has  to  be  made  up,  it 
should  be  always  immersed  in  water  for  at 
least  an  hour,  to  render  it  perfectly  solt  and 
pliable.  Make  a  loop  at  each  end.  To  the 
bottom  one,  the  plummet,  a  small  pear-shaped 
lead  with  a  brass  eye  should  be  affixed 
by  a  supernumary  loop  of  fine  tying  silk.  The 
advantage  of  using  the  latter  is  that  in  case  the 
lead  becomes  jammed  in  any  obstruction  on  the 
bottom,  such  as  a  bunch  of  weeds,  a  dead  branch, 
or  around  a  stone,  the  silk  will  break  much 
sooner  than  the  gut,  thus  allowing  the  paternoster 
to  come  away  intact.  The  weight  of  the  plummet 
must  depend  entii  ely  on  the  force  of  the  stream. 
In  slow,  deep  water,  or  where  thare  is  little  or  no 
current,  a  weight  of  half  an  ounce  will  be  quite 
heavy  enough,  while  in  such  a  place,  for  instance, 
as  a  weir  pool,  where  the  water  curls,  boils,  and 
eddies,  a  lead  of  an  ounce  to  an  ounce  and  a 
half  will  be  none  too  heavy.  A  little  practical 
experience  will,  however,  soon  show  the  novice  at 
paternostering  that  the  weight  of  the  lead  must 
always  be  proportionate  to  the  strength  and  flow 
of  the  current  in  which  he  is  fishing.  Having 
decided  upon  the  size  of  the  plummet,  next  fix 
the  hooks  in  place  by  looping  the  gut  and  running 
it  through  the  eye  on  the  extremity  of  the  hook 
length,  which  should  be  put  through  the  loop  in 
the  trace  again  and  pulled  tight.  The  second 
hook  must  be  attached  in  the  same  manner,  and 
when  brought  into  use,  see  that  the  live  bait  is 
carefully  hooked  through  both  lips.  If  this  is 
done  it  will  last  much  longer  than  when  merely 
hooked  by  either  the  top  or  the  under  lip  alone. 
As  the  paternoster  has  to  be  frequently  moved 
from  place  to  place,  a  current  of  water  is  forced 
each  time  over  the  gills  of  the  little  fish  and 
quickly  drowns  it;  whereas,  if  both  lips  are 
hooked,  the  bait  is  able  to  breathe  with  perfect  • 
freedom,  and  y»t  has  the  power  to  keep  its  gills 
closed  when  the  tackle  is  being  moved  into  a 
fresh  position.  The  running  line  to  which  the 
paternoster  tackle  is  attached  should  be  a  little 
stouter  than  that  used  for  float  fishing,  but  there 


is  no  necessity  to  have  this  of  too  stout  a  plait, 
for  fine  lines  may  now  be  purchased  that 
jack  up  to  101b.  could  easily  be  killed ;  otherwise, 
by  muking  captures  almost  a  dead  certainty,  it 
robs  the  sport  of  at  least  half  its  pleasure. 

If  a  fish  has  no  chance  whatever  to  escape,  one 
miyht  as  well  haul  it  in  with  whipcord  and  a  cod 
hook.  Ii 

On  perceiving  a  bite  instantly  lower  the  rod  f 
top,  in  order  to  prevent  the  perch  from  feeling 
any  unnecessary  resistance,  which  is  certain  to  be 
the  case  if  the  Une  is  held  taut.  Nothing  is  more 
likely  to  alarm  the  fish,  and  make  it  eject  the 
bait. 

Of  the  two  an  undressed  line  is  always  pre- 
ferable to  one  that  is  dressed,  as  it  runs  more 
smoothly  through  the  rings,  acts  on  the  reel  far 
better,  and  enables  the  slightest  touch  to  be  felt 
more  readily. 

Unless  necessity  arises  there  is  no  occasion  to 
cast  too  far  out,  near  the  bank  rather  than  in 
mid-stream  being  the  position  most  in  favour 
with  perch.  It  should,  however,  be  borne  in  mind 
that  while  perch  only  feed,  as  a  rule,  in  rivers  in 
the  morning  and  evening,  in  all  tidal  waters  they 
are  on  the  feed  at  different  times,  according  to 
the  state  of  the  tide,  and  they  will  be  found  to  be 
on  the  look-out  for  minnows  and  other  un- 
considered trifles  of  an  edible  nature  on  the 
flams  and  the  ebb.    In  open  water  perch  lova 
to  lurk  about  mill  pools,  locks,  and  bridges. 
They  have  also  a  great  liking  for  barges,  floating 
baulks  of  timber,  old  piles,  and  even  the  boats 
near  some  ferries.    In  more  quiet  streams  they 
resort  to  deep  holes  where  there  is  an  eddy,  near 
flows,  or  slacks  with  a  sandy  or  gravelly  bottom. 
They  seem  to  dislike  bright,  sunny  weather,  and 
even  when  it  is  cloudy,  the  forenoon  and  evening 
is  more  suitable  for  perch  fishing  than  midday  or 
sunshine.    Even  under  such  conditions  a  few  fish 
may  be  caught  here  and  there,  but   if  there 
happens  to  be  a  clear  bank,  such  as  along  the 
towing-path  of  a  canal,  good  sport  can  frequently 
be  obtained  in  the'  slack  hours  of  paternostering 
by  putting  on  a  float  tackle  baited  with  a  bright, 
lively  worm,  and  then,  after  casting  it  out  as 
nearly  as  possible  to  the  opposite  bank,  walking 
slowly  along.    The  rod  should  be  held  at  right 
angles  with  the  body,  and  the  bait  kept  moving 
not  more  than  4in.  or  5in.  from  the  bottom.  A 
Stewart's  tackle  mounted  with  thr«e  hooks  is 
the  best  pattern,  as  the  perch,  when  it  seizes 
the  worm,  is  very  often  missed  on  an  attempt 
being  made  to  strike  it.    Another  effective  plan  is 
to  mount  a  small  flight  of  triangles  with  a  well- 
scoured  lob,  leaving  about  an  inch  of  the  head 
and  the  tail  projecting  at  each  end  of  the  flight, 
and  spin  low  in  the  water.    In  this  manner  I  have 
on  many  occasions  taken  perch  when  they  have 
refused  to  bite  at  either  worms  or  minnows 
and  in  the  ordinary  style.    If  it  is  certain  that 
any  large  perch  are  about,  they  can  frequently 
be    caught    by   ledgering    without    a  float 
with    a    gudgeon    in    the    deep,  quiet  holes, 
but  if  this  be  done  the  hook  should  be  mounted 
on  fine  bullion  gimp,  as  a  precautionary  measure 
against  a  visit  irom  a  stray  pike.    Owing  to  the 
tackle  being  right  on  the  bed  of  the  river,  the 
extra  thickness  of  the  hook  length  makes  very 
little  difference,  as,  except  the  gudgeon  occasion- 
ally strikes  upwards  in  its  efforts  to  escape,  the 
gimp  is  to  a  very  great  extent  hidden,  and  is,  there- 
fore, imperceptible  to  the  perch.  Taking  the  year 
through,  August,  September,  and  October  are  the 
best  months  for  perch  fishing,  but,  unfortunately, 
owing  to  the  loose  manner  in  which  the  Mundella 
Act  is    administered,  or,  rather,  is   left  un- 
administered,  numbers  are  caught  after  the  close 
of  the  legitimate  fishing  season  by  clubs  of  so- 
called  sportsmen,  who,  under  the  plea  that  they 
do  not  open  their  fishery  until  some  days  after 
June  16,  imagine  that  they  can  do  as  they  like. 
Their  plea  that  a  fixed  close  time  does  not  suit  all 
waters  is,  doubtless,  a  comforting  salve  for  the 
conscience,  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  what  would  be 
said  by  the  authorities  to  any  landed  proprietor 
who,  on  the  plea  of  having  kept  his  shooting 
closed  a  fortnight  after  the  opening,  continued 
pheasant  shooting  on  bis  estate  a  fortnight  after 
the  commencement  of  the  hatching  season  P 

Old  Angler. 


School  Books,  Diotionakikb,  Ac,  inoludlng  Mr.  Jackson  a 
Upright  Writing  0»py  Bookn.  In  Engllab  and  other  Languagea. 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Maraton  and  Co.,  Limited,  SI.  Dnn- 
■tam's  Hoist,  Fatter- lane,  Londoa.   Can  be  bad  on  applloation. 
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BURBERRYS'  WEATHERPROOFS. 


GABARDINE 
COMBINATIONS  (Patent) 


Proof 


^  RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 
I  HOT  and  COLD  WINDS, 
^  THORNS,and FISH-HOOKS. 


It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  Ihe  advantages 
of  GABARDINE,  its  weatherproof  qualities  are  incon- 
testable; it  will  keep  out  drenching  and  continuous  rain 
without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  being  as 
porous  to  the  exhalations  of  the  body  as  ordinary  cloth, 
so  that  it  may  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest,  wet  or 
fine  weather  with  equal  comfort. 


THE  BUBBEBKY  SUIT. 

Gabardine  or  Eainproof  Tweeds. 
Coat.  63/-  Breeches,  42/- 


The  "BURBERRY"  Coat. 

Embodies  all  essentials  for  Freeness  in 
action  and  convenience,  with  a  smart  and 
workmanlike  appearance. 

The  balance  is  perfect,  the  weight 
being  evenly  distributed  between  the 
anatomical  parts  of  a  man  adapted  for 
weight-carrying.  The  shoulders  and  arms 
are  relieved  of  all  strain,  and  expand- 
ing pleats  at  back  and  front  add  inches 
to  the  width  when  "  opening  out "  the 
shoulders. 


The  SLIP-ON 

Is  an  example  of  skill  in  designing  for 
freedom  an  overcoat. 

Can  be  worn  in  roughest  weather,  afford- 
ing protection  for  hours  in  continuous 
downpours  of  rain. 

It  is  the  only  overcoat  which  gives 
absolutely  free  play  to  the  arms. 

Protects  the  knees,  when  seated,  like  a 
rug. 

Eolls  into  very  small  compass,  and  is 
very  light  and  convenient  for  carrying. 


THE  SZ.IP-OB. 

Gabardine  Combine,  63/- 
Rainproof  CoatiDgs,  63  '-  &  84/- 


BURBERRYS, 


30,    Haymarket,  LONDON, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 


SCOTT     STREET      Manufacturer    of    every    description  of 

PERTH. 


FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  all  parts 
of  the  World. 


Supepiop  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Greenheapt  RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  superiority  of  workmanship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


lYIALLOCH'S 


Pater  t  FLY  CASE  for  Salmon' 
(irilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Eyed  Flies 
uf  all  sizes.    Handv  and  compact.    Each  fly  secured 
1  he  only  perfect  Casting  Eeel  yet  invented  for  Salmon,  Mahseer.  and  I'rout,  and  all  by  neat  and  effective  arrangement.   Large  assortment 


kindaof  Coarxe  Fishing,  l.'nsarpassed  torlongdiftancecasting.   Simpleand  easy  to  learn. 


of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


MAI  I  nrWQ   C*o'<l    iiedal    SAXMOX  and 
ITinUI-ULfn  O   TBOUT  BEELS,  ansurpassed 
for  durability  and  finish,  easy  and  comfortable  to 
work. 


IVIALLOCH'S 


Uold  Medal  SALMON, 
GRILSE,  and  SEA  TBOUT 
FLIES. 


MAI  I  nrU'Q  «ol<l  Medal  BIVEE  and 
IflnUl-ULrn  O    LOCH  KI.TF.S    Evwl  , 


IVIALLOCH'S 


LOCH  FLIES,  Eved  or  on 
liut. 


Gold  Medal  FLOATING 
TROUT  FLIES  with  Up- 
right Wings. 


XX.X.U'Srr'ft.A.'X-Z:]!*    X^xarr'S    FXUESX:.  Telegrams: 


Moat  Extensive  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Patterns, 
many  of  them  exclusively  niy  own.  for  the  Scotch 
Rivers  and  Louhs,  all  Neatly  and  Beautifully  Tied. 

"MALLOCH,  PERTH." 

IN      K'TSSPIINO  TACKLE. 
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A  DAY  ON  THE  FROME 
(DOESETSHIRE). 


The  Frome,  wi'  ever  water'd  brink, 
Do  lun  where  shelven  hills  do  zink. 

— Wm.  Barnes. 

Yery  pleasant  are  the  recollections  I  have  of  a 
day  last  July  with  the  trout  in  that  ideal  trout 
stream  the  Frome.  A  prettier  stream  and 
surroundings  is  difficult  of  conception. 

Having  had  a  turn  the  previous  evening,  I  was 
able  to  enjoy  a  well-flavoured  A-pounder  for 
breakfast,  which  was  nicely  cooked  by  my 
esteemed  housekeeper. 

I  started  at  9.30  a.m.  at  the  bottom  end  of  the 
preserve  (by  the  way,  I  must  not  omit  that  for 
the  whole  enjoyment  of  the  day  I  was  indebted 
to  a  brother  Izaak,  the  tenant  of  the  water). 
The  morning  was  dull,  but  the  clouds  soon  broke 
away,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  day  the  sun 
remained  bright. 

The  first  fly  I  put  on  was  the  Blue  Upright, 
which  proved  acceptable  to  a  brace  of  "  small 
fry."  Both  were  returned  to  increase  in  stature, 
and  probably  in  wisdom  also.  The  same  fly  soon 
proved  fatal  to  a  fine  f-pounder,  beautifully 
marked.  Continuing  up-stream  (the  distance  to 
be  fished  being  about  three  miles),  I  added  a  brace 
of  5-pounders  and  one  pounder.  This  latter  fish 
was  rising  between  the  weed  and  the  bank,  and 
was  simply  "  bolting  "  flies  by  the  score.  Gradually 
drawing  up  on  hands  and  knees,  I  put  the  Blue 
Upright  a  foot  above  his  nose,  and  down  went 
tms  fly  with  the  natural  articles.  This,  however, 
proved  to  be  his  last  meal,  as  after  careful 
handling  between  weeds,  stones,  &c.,  he  was 
landed,  and  a  very  handsome  specimen  he  turned 
out.  He  was  in  perfect  conation,  and  a  finely 
shaped  fish  he  looked  as  he  lay  on  the  grass. 
Now  a  halt  for  lunch,  and  time  for  reflection. 
Very  fitting  are  the  words  of  Sir  John  Lubbock 
(now  Lord  Avebury) : 

It  is  not  merely  for  purposes  of  commerce  that  men  love 
to  live  near  rivers. 

and  again  F.  Davors,  Esq.,  expresses  his  thoughts 
admirably  in  the  following : 

Let  me  live  harmlessly,  and  near  the  brink 

Of  Trent  or  Avon  have  my  dwelling  place ; 
Where  I  may  see  my  quill,  or  cork,  down  sink. 

With  eager  bite  of  pike,  or  bleak,  or  dace  ; 
And  on  the  world  and  my  Creator  think, 

While  eome  men  strive  ill-gotten  goods  t'embraoe 
And  others  spend  their  time  in  base  excess 
Of  wine  ;  or  worse,  in  war,  or  wantonness. 

Let  them  that  will,  these  pastimes  still  pursue, 
And  on  sach  pleasing  fancies  feed  their  fill ; 

So  I  the  fields  and  meadows  green  may  view 
And  daily  by  fresh  rivers  walk  at  will, 

Among  the  daisies  and  the  violets  blae, 
B«d  hyacinth  and  yellow  dafFodil. 

Having  rested  I  was  at  it  again  like  a  "  giant 
refreshed  with  wine."  The  flies  were  thicker  than 
ever  on  the  water,  and  the  rise  was  very  brisk  for 
an  afternoon.  To  get  near  the  little  spotted 
trout  gliding  througfe  the  weeds  I  had  to  keep 
Tery  low  on  the  bank,  as  the  sun  cast  shadows  full 
across  the  water.  In  less  than  two  hours  two  and 
a  half  brace  of  fine  fish  were  taken  from  the 
Btickles,  aud  found  a  home  in  my  basket,  all 
Tictims  to  that  capital  fly,  the  Red  Quill.  That 
day  especially  this  fly  seemed  to  prove  particularly 
attractive.  Feeling  well  satisfied  with  the  after- 
noon's  sport,  which,  by  the  way,  was  hot  work,  I 
stopped  for  a  refreshing  cup  of  tea  at  a  neigh- 
bouring farmhouse.  Now  about  three  hours  were 
left  in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  which  is  really 
most  delightful  by  the  water.  In  his  quaint  old 
language  Izaak  Walton  says : 

When  I  would  beget  content  and  inoraase  confidence  in 
the  power  and  wisdom  and  providence  of  Almighty  God,  I 
will  walk  the  meadows  by  some  gliding  stream,  and  there 
contemplate  the  lilies  that  take  no  care,  and  those  very 
many  other  little  living  creatures  that  are  not  only  created, 
but  fed  (man  knows  not  how)  by  the  goodness  of  the  God 
of  Nature,  and  therefore  trust  in  him. 

I  still  pinned  my  faith  to  the  Red  Quill,  which 
accounted  for  another  brace  of  J-pounders,  and 
then  the  Pale  Evening  Dun,  which,  to  my  mind, 
is  preferable  to  the  Yellow  Dun,  attracted 
attention  Ijefore  the  Coachman  came  on.  How- 
ever, but  one  was  netted  with  this  fly. 

Selecting  some  still  water  before  dusk  fell,  1 
nt  on  the  Coachman  for  the  remaining  half  an 
our,  and  in  quick  time  five  very  excellent  fish, 
the  >^et  of  which  just  exceeded  lib.,  were  landed. 
My  day's  sport  thus  ended,  and  I  felt  well  satis- 


fied, having  accounted  for  nine  brace  of  fish  (a 
brace  returned^  the  aggregate  weight  being  about 
131b. 

Well  satisfied  as  I  was,  I  should  have  been 
more  so  had  my  bag  included  one  of  those  game 
rainbow  trout  which  the  owner  of  the  preserve 
had  lately  introduced  into  the  stream,  the  result 
of  which  has  yet  to  be  seen.  However,  I  may 
get  one  another  day.  As  I  wended  my  way  home- 
ward by  the  stream  I  thought  of  Tennyson's  "  The 
Brook  " : 

I  wind  about,  and  in  and  out, 

With  here  a  blossom  sailing. 
And  here  and  there  a  lusty  trout, 

And  here  and  there  a  grayling. 

And  here  and  there  a  foamy  flake 

Upon  me,  as  I  travel. 
With  maoy  a  silvery  waterbreak 

Above  the  golden  gravel. 

And  draw  them  all  along,  and  flow 

To  join  the  brimming  river. 
For  men  may  come  and  men  may  go, 

Bat  I  go  on  for  ever. 

W.  A.  B. 


KINGSTON  PISCA.TORIAL  SOCIETY'S 
FIFTH  ANNUAL  DINNER. 


The  fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  Kingston  Pisca- 
torial Society  was  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  Kingston. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Homersham,  J.P.,  presided,  and  about 
fifty  sat  down  to  dinner.  Letters  and  telegrams 
regretting  inability  to  be  present  from  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  Mr.  T.  H.  Bennett, 
M.F.H,  Mr.  D.  Denniford,  and  Mr.  G.  D. 
Deuchar. 

Mr.  T.  Lyne  proposed  "  The  Kingston  Pisca- 
torial Society,"  coupled  with  the  health  of  the 
president.  He  said  it  was  frequently  said  that 
there  were  two  classes  of  people  in  this  world — 
those  who  fished  and  those  who  did  not.  The 
former  possessed  a  distinct  advantage  over  the 
latter.  The  question  "  was  life  worth  living  ?  " 
would  be  answered  in  the  affirmative  by  anglers 
whilst  fishing  was  to  be  had.  There  were 
also  two  different  classes  of  anglers — those  who 
belonged  to  the  K.P.S.,  and  those  who  did  not. 
The  former  had  the  advantage  over  the  latter. 
The  members  of  the  K.P.S.  fished  only  for 
specimen  fish,  and  did  not  believe  in  gross  weight 
prizes  which  only  helped  to  deplete  the  river.  In 
regard  to  the  private  water  just  rented  by  the 
society  they  had  not  had  much  opportunity  of 
trying  it  yet.  But  they  had  the  pleasures  of 
anticipation,  and  many,  other  advantages  for  the 
modest  sum  of  2hd.  per  week.  They  had  in  Mr. 
Homersham  an  excellent  president  and  a  worthy 
citizen,  and  they  only  regretted  that  they  did  not 
see  him  more  often. 

Mr.  Homersham,  in  reply,  said  he  was  proud 
to  be  president  of  the  society.  There  were  better 
societies,  there  were  more  influential  societies  in 
London,  but  for  a  provincial  society  the  K.P.S. 
was  second  to  none.  The  members,  he  was 
pleased  to  say,  he  could  reckon  as  his  personal 
friends,  and  they  were  friendly  and  well-disposed 
towards  one  another.  There  were  no  petty 
jealousies.  Their  grand  old  river  was  getting 
called  upon  more  each  season,  and  if  anglers 
would  only  retain  their  specimen  fish,  returning 
the  smaller  ones,  they  would  be  well  recompensed 
in  the  long  run.  He  hoped  that  Mr.  Howard,  who 
he  was  pleased  to  see  present  that  night,  would 
ventilate  that  in  the  F.  G.,  for  he  was  sure  many 
anglers  would  take  notice  of  it. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson  proposed  "  Kindred 
Societies  and  Visitors."  He  regretted  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Hobbs,  their  Henley  friend,  also 
the  absence  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston.  Mr. 
Howard  was  there  to  represent  his  chief,  and  they 
welcomed  him  as  an  old  friend.  They  were  also 
pleased  of  the  company  of  Mr.  Holden,  the 
manager  of  the  Canterbury  Music  Hall,  and  he 
wished  to  suggest  to  him  that  if  he  held  a  benefit 
on  behalf  of  the  Thames  Re-stocking  Association 
they  would  much  appreciate  it.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Holden,  in  reply,  said  he  was  an  ardent 
fisherman,  and  generally  was  proprietor  of  a  large 
gentle  farm.  (Laughter.)  Although  he  had  been 
a  member  of  the  St.  Thomas's  A.S.  for  some 
years,  he  had  never  attended  one  of  their  meet- 
ings nor  weighed-in  any  fish.  (Laughter.)  In 
regard  to  Mr.  Richardson's  suggestion,  he  should 
be  very  pleased  to  be  of  assistance  in  bringing 
about  an  arrangement  whereby  the  Thames 


Re-stocking  Association,  and  consequently  the 
Thames,  might  benefit.  If  the  use  of  the  Canter- 
bury would  be  of  any  service  to  them  they 
were  very  welcome.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  regretted 
that  he  had  to  hurry  away,  but  he  had  important 
business  on  hand. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  said  he  was  sorry  the 
genial  manager  had  to  go.    There  was  no  Holden 
him.    (Laughter.)    Mr.  Lyne  had  pointed  out 
how  little  it  cost  to  join  the  K.P.S.  He  was  proud 
of  the  standard  of  sizes  adopted  by  the  K.P.S.| 
Gross  weight  fishing  was  a  curse,  for  it  wasj 
depleting  their  rivers.    If  that  society  or  Mr.j 
Richardson   could   organise  some  little  affairf 
whereby  they  could  stock  the  Thames  he  would] 
help  it  in  every  way.    He  regretted  that  MrJ 
Marston  was  not  present  to  respond  to  than 
toast.  J 

The  Chairman  then  proposed  the  "  Donors  of^ 
Prizes  and  the  Prizes,"  and  presented  the  prizes 
won  during  the  season  as  follows : 

Silver  Challenge  Cup,  valne  £16  (to  be  won  twice  before 
retained),  Mr,  F.  Sands. 

President's  Cup,  value  .£5  5s.  (for  largest  Thames  pike), 
Mr.  C.  H.  Lowe,  111b.  7Joz. 

lb.  oz, 

Thames  trout,  let,  H.  B.  Lukyn  (Mr,  A.  B. 

Hobb's  prize)    6  4 

Pike,  1st,  C.  H.  C.  Lowe   11  7i 

Pike,  2nd,  M.  Guon    10  5 

Perch,  let,  6.  Sinibaldi  (also  barometer  given  by 

Mr.  Smelt  for  largrest  perch  from  the  Thames)  1  11^ 

Perch,  2md,  A.  W.  Homersham    1  10 

Perch,  M.  Gnnn  (Mr.  Webb's  prize  for  largest 

perch  between  Molesey  Weir  and  Teddington)  1  6 

Tench,  let,  A.  C.  Cookbnm    2 

Bream,  1st,  F.Sands(Mr.  J.  B.  Bichardson'sprize)  3  4i 

Dace,  1st,  F.  Sands    0  9 

Chub,  Ist,  M.  Gnnn  (Messrs.  Bnright'B  prize)  ...  4  5 

Chub,  2nd,  H.  P.  Hill    4  4 

Barbel,  1st,  F.  Littlewood    8  4 

Boach,  lat,  T.  Lyne  (Mr.  F,  Clay's  prize)    1  10 

Boach,  2nd,  L.  H,  Greig   14 

Day  Competitions. 

Barbel,  1st,  W.  A.  Smelt   7  0 

Barbel,  2nd,  F.  H.  Amphlett   6  14i 

Bream,  1st,  M.  Gunn   1  9| 

Bream,  2nd,  M.  Hill   1  ll 

Dace,  Ist,  F.  Littlewood   0  5i 

Dace,  2nd,  G.  Sinibaldi      0  4J 

Boach,  1st,  F.  H.  Amphlett    1  1 

Roach,  2nd,  G.  Sinibaldi   0  10 

Boach,  1st,  G.  Sinibaldi    0  IBf 

Boach,  2nd,  F.  H.  Amphlett    0  14| 

All  prizes  are  given  for  individual  fish. 

Mr.  F.  Sands,  in  response,  said  he  hoped  that 
some  other  member  would  win  the  challenge  cup 
next  year,  so  that  it  might  be  kept  in  the  club. 

Mr.  C.  H.  C.  Lowe  said  that  although  eleven 
specimen  prizes  had  been  won  this  year  as  against 
ten  last  year  there  was  a  marked  falling  off  in  the 
sizes  of  the  fish.  This  was  owing  to  the  unsatis- 
factory condition  of  the  river  during  certain  parts 
of  the  year. 

Mr.  H.  p.  Hill  proposed  "  The  Hon.  Secre- 
tary and  other  Officers."  Mr.  F.  Littlewood,  he 
said,  had  the  whole  confidence  of  the  club,  and 
Mr.  Amphlett's  exertions  on  its  behalf  were  un- 
tiring. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  in  reply,  said,  on  behalf 
of  the  officers  and  himself,  he  thanked  them  for  so 
heartily  receiving  the  toast.    The  society  had 
lo4  members,  there  still  being  with  them  thirty- 
four  members  who  joined  when  the  society  was 
first  formed.    Some  difficulty  had  been  expresse  ' 
by  one  or  two  members  in  regard  to  the  priva*^ 
water,  but  Mr.  Bennett  would  probably  have  som 
of  the  natural  scenery  removed.    For  instance 
he  might  cut  down  nettles,  shrubs,  and  trees,  an 
remove  one  or  two  hills — (laughter) — so  as  t 
enable  members  to  fish  with  the  greatest  amouu 
of  freedom.   The  committee  intended  to  issue 
plan  of  the  water,   with   full   directions  ho 
to  catch  all  the  fish.     The    map  would  \ 
printed  by  Mr.  Drewitt,  and  other  informa 
tion  would  be  supplied  by   Mr.   Sands  an 
Mr.  Lowe,  who  had  won  the  silver  cups.  I 
regard  to  the  prize  list,  he  suggested  holdi 
moie  day  competitions,  for   they  tended 
promote  good  fellowship,  whereas  specimen  fia 
could  be  caught  any  day  by  anybody.   In  rega 
to  the  challenge  cup,  Mr.  Sands  would  agree 
give  up  his  right  to  the  cup  provided  the  oth 
winner  would  do  so,  in  order  that  it  might 
retained  in  the  society.   If  this  were  done  eac 
winner  ought  to  hold  the  cup  for  twelve  month 
and  be  presented  with  a  gold  medal.  He  though 
members  would  just  as  much  appreciate  a  med 
as  a  cup,  for  the  value  of  the  prize  was  mainly  i 
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the  honour  that  the  victory  conferred.  He 
thanked  Mr.  Holden  for  his  kind  offer  to  assist 
the  T.R.A.  On  Thursday,  May  3,  a  committee 
meeting  of  the  association  would  be  held,  and  the 
matter  would  be  brought  forward.  The  associa- 
tion had  £40  in  hand,  and  he  suggested  spending 
£20  at  once  in  putting  fish  into  the  river. 

There  was  an  excellent  musical  programme, 
amongst  the  artistes  being  Madame  Kate  HuUett, 
Mr.  Fred  Edwards,  Mr.  E.  D'Anville,  Mr.  F. 
Arthur,  and  Mr.  T.  Brunskill. 


BABBLINGS    OF    AN  ANCIENT 
ANGLER. 

[Continued  from  page  2H.>.) 

Another  remarkable  capture  when  trolling 
was  made  by  a  friend  of  mine  when  using  a  l^in. 
spoon  for  salmon  in  conjunction  with  a  Castle- 
connell  rod.  He  hooked,  and  after  a  three  hours' 
fight  landed  a  .381b.  pike.  Another  friend  of 
mine,  on  a  very  small  roach,  caught  a  pike  that 
weighed  32Alb.  These  two  instances,  and  the  one 
I  shall  immediately  relate,  prove  that  big  pike  do 
not  invariably  disdain  a  small  bait.  I  will 
hasten  to  add  that  I  did  not  see  either  of  these 
big  fish  weighed,  but  have  perfect  confidence  in 
the  veracity  of  their  captors. 

The  thii-d  pike  that  I  refer  to  was  hooked  in 
the  piece  of  water  adjoining  the  pond  that  the 
before-mentioned  ;>2i-pounder  came  from. 

Some  years  ago,  when  fishing  with  two  friends, 
and  using  snap  tackle,  with,  to  our  minds, 
disgustingly  small  rudd  for  bait,  finding  the 
sport  very  slow,  one  of  the  party  went  away  to  do 
a  little  sketching,  leaving  his  rod  to  my  care.  I 
fear  I  was  somewhat  intent  upon  my  own  floats, 
as  my  fii'st  hint  of  a  run,  was  seeing  the  line  from 
my  absent  friend's  reel  steadily  paying  out. 
Gathering  in  all  the  slack,  I  gave  a  good  long, 
hard  pull,  and  from  the  water  leapt  the  largest 
pike  I  ever  hooked.  He  was  a  very  game  fish ; 
but  after  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  play  he  made 
straight  for  a  big  bed  of  lilies,  and  I  was 
compelled  to  give  the  butt  or  lose  him.  The  line 
broke  above  the  floats,  and  I  was  left  lamenting. 
Two  days  after  his  body  was  found  still  attached 
to  the  broken  line,  and,  when  weighed,  it  turned 
the  scale  at  30Ub.    Thirty  pounds  and  a  half ! 

To  night  fishing  I  have  only  given  two  trials. 
The  first  attempt  was  not  unpleasant ;  but  of  the 
second  the  least  said  the  better.  On  each 
occasion  carp  was  the  quarry  we  sought.  On  the 
first,  accompanied  by  a  friend,  I  visited  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  spots  in  Sussex.  This  carp 
water  is  charmingly  situated,  and  is  approached 
by  a  grand  avenue  of  trees  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  length.  There  is  a  picturesque  ivy- 
covered  house,  surrounded  by  a  deep  moat,  and 
opposite  the  lake  in  which  we  fished  was  an 
ancient  gateway  that  at  one  time  possessed  a 
portcullis,  and  over  the  gateway  are  projecting 
buttresses  with  arrow  slits.  I  should  like  to  give 
a  picture  of  it  as  I  saw  it,  with  a  small  puppy  in 
the  centre  of  the  road  beneath  the  grandly  turned 
archway,  barking  out  his  little  soul  at  me,  and 
quite  considering  himself  the  guardian  of  that 
ancient  place.  The  sublime  and  the  ridiculous 
were  forcibly  expressed.  (This  same  puppy  stole 
my  sandwiches  later  on !) 

Among  other  necessaries  we  took  a  lantern,  a 
flask,  and  plenty  of  "  baccy."  We  began  fishing 
about  eight,  and  by  nine  o'clock  lost  sight  of  our 
floats,  and  fished  with  the  ledger.  We  had  only  fair 
eport,  and  caught  twelve  carp  of  from  2|lb.  to  .'lb. 
Unfortunately,  we  lost  two  very  decent  fish.  The 
sensation  is  somewhat  weird,  standing  by  the  side 
of  a  lake  all  night  waiting  for  the  sun  to  set,  then 
for  the  moon  to  "hang  her  lamp,"  then  again  for 
the  sun  to  rise.  The  many  curious  noises,  too, 
surprised  me.  Gradually  the  singing  of  the  birds 
ceased,  and  life  seemed  almost  to  die  ;  the  twitter- 
ing of  the  swallows  and  martins  was  almost  the 
last  daylight  sound  we  heard.  The  flutter  of  the 
bats  then  became  noticeable,  and  a  dissipated  old 
rat  "  plopped  "  into  the  water  and  swam  across  to 
his  bed.  The  eve  jar  gave  its  peculiar  cry  the 
night  hawk  and  owl  swept  by  on  silent  wing.  The 
flutter  of  moths  and  the  hum  of  insect  Jife 
seemed  to  increase  as  the  moon  rose ;  and  a 
foolish  chanticleer,  thinking  it  was  morning,  sent 
forth  his  challenge,  and  set  all  the  cocks  in  the 
neighbourhood  crying  their  shrill  acceptance. 


My  friend  and  I  concluded  that  we  had  had  a 
very  interesting  experience,  but  thought  we  should 
have  had  quite  as  good  sport  by  daylight,  and  that 
the  "  game  was  scarcely  worth  the  candle,"  as  we 
were  so  very  sleepy  throughout  the  ensuing  day. 

The  second  night  that  I  fished  turned  out  rough 
and  cold,  and  I  was  glad  to  set  a  box  on  end,  with 
my  lantern  in  it,  and  try  to  keep  a  little  warmth 
in  my  legs.  One  eel  was  the  result,  and  I  am  too 
old  now  to  risk  another  trial. 

Speaking  of  age  the  other  evening,  a  friend 
remarked  that  I  should  "be  just  taking  a  new 
lease  of  life  " ;  but  I  told  him  that  "  mine  was  but 
a  weakly  tenancy." 

I  had  a  rather  remarkable  capture  when  fishing 
the  Tring  reservoirs.  We  were  fishing  for  tench 
with  worm,  when  I  found  myself  fast  in  a  heavy 
fish  that  I  could  not  raise  more  than  a  foot  or 
two  from  the  bottom,  and  although  I  knew  it  was 
a  fish  of  decent  size,  yet  it  would  not  "  run,"  and 
the  water  being  15ft.  deep,  we  could  not  stir  it 
with  the  oar.  Street,  the  keeper,  said  he  had  a 
very  long  ryepeck  in  the  boathouse,  so,  with  the 
key  around  my  neck,  I  swam  ashore,  and  returned 
with  the  ryepeck  pushed  in  front  of  me.  After  a 
lot  of  prodding  we  landed  a  2pb.  eel.  The  most 
remarkable  part  of  this  performance  consisted  in 
the  fact  that  an  eel  was  caught  at  all,  as  neither 
the  landlord  (who  had  lived  near  the  water  for 
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many  years)  nor  the  keeper  had  ever  heard  of  an 
eel  being  taken.  Later  on,  when  live-baiting  for 
pike,  I  took  an  eel  weighing  3Ub,  from  the  same 
water. 

Upon  each  occasion  that  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  fishing  these  waters  my  visit  has  been  timed 
between  the  end  of  June  and  the  second  week  in 
July,  and  the  number  of  grand  specimen  roach 
that  were  lying  dead  upon  the  water  was  grievous 
in  the  extreme.  I  may  safely  say  that  I  saw 
certainly  a  dozen  roach  of  21b.  and  upwards,  and 
fifty  or  sixty  of  over  l^lb.  I  weighed  one  of  these 
dead  fish,  aind  it  turned  the  scale  at  21b.  7oz. 
Street,  the  keeper,  said  this  was  an  annual  loss  of 
life  that  was,  to  him,  quite  unaccountable.  I  may 
here  say  that  I  did  not  at  the  time  make  certain 
that  these  were  true  roach,  as  in  those  days  I  did 
not  know  that  roach  were  supposed  to  cross  with 
bream.  I  may  mention  that  I  saw  no  small  dead 
fish,  and  roach  appeared  to  be  the  only  kind  of 
fish  affected.  If  any  reader  can  throw  any  light 
upon  the  probable  cause  of  this  lamentable  loss  of 
specimen  fish,  this  paper  will  not  have  been 
written  in  vain. 

I  should  now  like  to  babble  a  bit  about  the 
Irish,  and  the  fun  I  have  always  experienced 
when  fishing  in  Ireland.  In  '9.5,  '96,  and  '97,  I 
spent  my  holidays  in  the  "  disthressful  counthry," 
trying  for  salmon  and  trout.  Before  starting,  I 
was  warned  that  things  were  not  managed  in 
Ireland  as  they  are  here,  and  so  I  found  it, 


as  no  sooner  was  I  on  shore  than  three  carmen, 
apparently  in  a  great  rage  with  one  another, 
snatched  up  my  baggage,  and  placed  it  on  their 
three  respective  cars,  and  it  was  only  after  the 
energetic  interference  of  a  gigantic  constable  that 
a  certain  amount  of  order  was  evolved.  When  I 
reached  my  hotel,  tired,  and  longing  for  my 
supper,  I  found  that  nothing  was  missing  but  my 
Hardy's  split  cane  rod,  and  I  had  to  go  down  U> 
the  police  office  and  report  the  loss.  Returning 
with  a  sad  heart,  I  found  one  of  the  carmen 
previously  mentioned  waiting  in  the  hall  with  the 
rod  that  he  had  "  picked  up  in  the  road !  "  Haif- 
a-crown sent  him  away  happy,  and  made  me  the 
laughing  stock  of  my  friends,  who  6aid  it  waa 
"  quite  Irish  you  know." 

A  word  of  advice  to  anglers  who  think  of 
travelling  "  third  "  in  Ireland.  "Don't!"  I  did 
once,  and  only  once !  There  were  no  cushions, 
some  of  the  "  illigant  pisintry  "  wore  no  shoes  or 
stockings,  and  the  cars  were  freely  inscribed  with 
very  forcible  language,  referring  to  Irish  gentle- 
men, more  or  less  connected  with  the  politics  of 
the  country.  I  was  soon  convinced  that  most 
Irishmen  believe  that  "time  was  made  for  slaves," 
and  that  they  are  freemen.  It  was  also  borne  in 
upon  me  that  there  are  no  Irish  men — they  are  all 
boys — and  jolly  boys  they  are  !  Happy,  irre- 
sponsible, unreliable,  generous,  sport-loving,  idle 
— unless  sport  is  toward,  and  then  perfect 
gluttons  for  work — quick-tempered,  and  witty; 
one  could  not  help  loving  them  with  all  their 
faults.  And  then  the  amount  of  "  Vjlamey  "  they 
always  have  on  hand  !  It  is  always  "  a  grand 
morning  for  a  sawman,"  no  matter  if  there  is  not 
a  breath  of  .wind  or  a  cloud  to  be  seen.  All  your 
tackle  is  "  grand — an'  sure  it's  a  grand  loine  yer 
honner's  throwin'."  W.  F.  B. 

(To  be  continued.) 


SOME    ARCTIC  FISHERIES. 


I. — Salmon. 
The  government  or  province  of  Archangel,  the 
most  northerly  of  the  fifty  divisions  which 
compose  European  Russia,  forms  a  vast  plateau 
sloping  towards  the  Arctic  Ocean,  into  which  its 
rivers  flow.  In  area  the  province,  which  extends 
from  Norway  to  Siberia,  exceeds  Great  Britain 
and  France  combined,  whilst  its  scattered 
population  is  less  than  that  of  Shefiield.  The 
average  proportion  of  population  in  all  Siberia 
from  the  Urals  to  Behring  Sea,  from  the  Arctic 
Ocean  to  Turkestan,  is  about  the  same  as  in  Arch- 
angel,  that  is,  rather  less  than  one  to  the  square 
mile. 

Both  from  its  geographical  position  and  natural 
wealth,  much  must,  however,  be  expected  in  the 
near  future  from  this  vast  territory  and  surround- 
ing waters.  Of  all  the  seas  washing  the  coasts  of 
Russia,  the  Arctic  Ocean  is  the  only  one  of  which 
she  can  consider  herself  full  mistress.  Little  has 
been  written  on  this  great  lone  land ;  most  people, 
indeed,  hold  an  utterly  false  idea  both  of  the 
region  and  its  inhabitants,  looking  upon  the 
former,  wrongly  enough,  as  a  poverty-stricken 
tract,  deprived  of  every  convenience  of  civilisation 
— a  land  without  a  village,  without  a  road,  almost 
without  a  name.  A  toiling  and  sober  man  can, 
however,  live  very  comfortably  even  within  the 
Arctic  Circle. 

The  Northern  Ocean  yields  cod  and  flounder ; 
the  White  Sea,  herring,  haddock,  and  halibut ; 
the  rivers,  navaga,  sturgeon,  and  salmon,  in 
quantities  which  might  supply  the  whole  of 
central  Russia,  and  both  her  capitals,  and  so 
save  the  millions  of  roubles  now  paid  to 
foreigners,  chiefly  Scandinavians,  for  fish  brought 
to  the  Baltic  ports.  The  Kara  and  Arctic  seas 
swarm  with  seals,  grampus,  geese,  and  ducks,  and 
have  still  many  walrus  ;  the  tundras  and  islands 
are  rich  in  fur-bearing  animals,  and  are  well 
covered  with  the  gray  reindeer  moss  ;  the  earth 
offers  naptha,  petroleum,  silver,  lead,  iron,  and,  it 
is  believed,  gold,  in  quantities  which  no  man  can 
estimate ;  while  the  northern  forests,  whose  area 
can  hardly  be  more  than  guessed  at,  are  becoming 
relatively  more  valuable  as  the  central  regions 
of  the  empire  become  more  and  more  cleared ; 
and  the  inundated  meadows  by  the  great  rivers 
offer  every  requisite  for  cattle  rearing.  The 
present  wealth  of  the  north,  however  great  her 
hidden  resources  may  be,  lies  more  in  the  water 
than  on  land,  and  it  is  with  one  of  the  denizens 
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of  northern  water — salmon — that  this  article 
deals. 

The  river  Mezen  flows  from  the  south-east  past 
the  Distiict  Town,  and  into  the  gulf  of  that  name, 
on  the  east  of  the  White  Sea,  between  banks 
covered  with  stunted  fir  trees,  though  at  its 
source  it  lies  in  some  of  the  finest  forest  land  of 
Russia.  The  fall  of  its  tide  discloses  on  all  sides 
deep  channels,  separated  by  high  sandbanks, 
which,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of  the  current  and 
the  spring  passage  of  ice  carried  down  with 
irresistible  force,  are  shifted  from  place  to  place 
and  continually  change  the  fairway  of  the  river ; 
80  that  one  year  vessels  can  sail  in  deep  water 
over  places  which  the  next  are  high  sandbanks, 
and  vice  versa.  Between  the  estuary  and  Mezen 
town,  some  40  versts,  there  are  but  two  settle- 
ments, and  two  sawmills,  one  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Pui,  and  the  other  at  that  of  the  Chetsi  stream, 
with  but  two  and  three  houses  respectively. 

Although  but  a  small  stream  when  compared 
with  the  Northern  Dviua  or  the  Petchora,  the 
Mezen  is  equal  to  the  Seine  in  length,  greater  in 
its  volume  and  extent  of  drainage,  and  far  wider 
at  its  mouth,  where  it  is  over  two  miles  across. 
Like  the  Seine,  its  estuary  is  noted  for  the 
abnormal  character  of  its  tides  ;  the  flow,  which 
lasts  but  four  hours,  is  so  rapid  that  anchor 
dragging  is  no  rare  occun-ence,  and  brings  in  its 
train  sad  results,  for  quicksands  are  numerous, 
and  boats  are  at  times  completely  absorbed.  The 
ebb  is  slower,  and  lasts  eight  hours,  and  during  it 
all  loading  and  unloading  must  be  done.  Large 
as  is  the  Mezen,  it  is  a  somewhat  useless  river,  for 
as  to  shipping,  it  is  only  of  late  years  that  the 
channel  has  been  well  marked,  and  steamers 
brought  in  safety  to  the  sawmill,  sixteen  versts 
from  the  town  ;  while  as  to  fish,  its  waters  yield 
little  but  salmon,  of  which,  however,  they  contain 
an  enormous  amount.  Navaga  and  other  fish  are 
met  with  in  almost  all  the  tundra  rivers,  but 
never  in  the  Mezen,  where  either  the  rapidity  of 
the  current,  or  the  soil  of  the  river  bed,  acts  as  an 
obstacle  to  fish  other  than  salmon,  and  only  a  few 
malin  and  lotas,  or  ell-pouts,  ascend  this  river. 

Salmon  fishing  in  the  Mezen  is  carried  on  from 
the  end  of  July  to  the  end  of  September,  mostly 
by  the  "  poplaven,"  a  simple,  yet  very  effective 
contrivance,  which  consists  of  nine  nets,  each 
140ft.  long  and  2ft.  broad,  which  are  joined 
together,  the  size  of  the  meshes  being  a  little  less 
than  the  centre  of  the  body  of  a  salmon  of  121b. 
weight.  To  keep  the  upper  part  of  the  poplaven 
from  sinking,  round  wooden  floats  or  "  poplavki  " 
are  attached  to  it  at  about  23ft.  from  each  other, 
while  small  stone  "  kibasses  "  sink  the  lower  part, 
and  so  keep  the  net  perpendicular  in  the  water. 
A  small  cask,  or  "  kubass,"  is  fastened  to  the 
end  of  the  poplaven  by  a  rope  2.5ft.  in  length, 
so  that  the  fishermen  are  able  to  find  their 
nets  even  in  dark  or  stormy  weather.  This  fish- 
ing is  done  from  "  karbasses,"  or  small  boats, 
along  the  river  channel,  and  it  is  possible  to  get 
five  or  even  six  hauls  while  the  tide  is  rising. 

The  "peremeot"  is  another  means  of  salmon 
catching.  It  consists  of  a  net  up  to  130ft.  in 
length,  and  5ft.  in  width,  used  on  the  banks  of 
rivers,  and  by  the  sea  shore.  Strong  stakes  are 
driven  into  the  bottom  at  low  water,  some  6ft.  or 
7ft.  apart,  and  to  these  the  peremeots  are  fastened 
at  intervals  of  lOdft.  to  1.50ft.  from  each  other ; 
and  as  the  tide  rises  the  water  covers  them,  and 
on  its  fall  the  fishers  examine  their  nets,  take  out 
the  fibh,  and  clear  off  slime,  weeds,  and  driftwood, 
which  are  the  great  drawbacks  to  the  method, 
for  heavy  logs  are  often  washed  down  from  the 
forests  at  the  source  of  the  river,  and  tear  the 
nets  or  break  the  supporting  poles. 

Tn  this  peremeot  fishing  each  man  acts 
itdepsndently  of  his  neighbours,  owning  his  own 
te  8,  and  selling  his  catch  as  best  he  can;  but 
with  the  poplaven,  whose  cost  is  about  57  roubles 
(15  15d.),  tfie  fibh  taken  are  divided  into  three  lota, 
corresponding  to  the  three  men  who  share  the 
expen  ej  and  form  the  crew  of  the  kaibass.  Co- 
operation is  part  of  the  nature  of  the  Mujik,  who 
Eeldom  acts  for  himself,  but  always  forms  an 
"artel"  or  trade  union  with  his  fellows,  to  share 
alike  both  profit  and  loss;  often  the  boats  of  one 
village  clul)  together,  and  the  total  catch  is  dis- 
posed of  by  the  "  starosta,'' or  village  elder,  who 
pajs  all  outgoings,  and  BuVjeequently  divides  all 
proceeds  ;  and  in  this  way  gets  a  Ijetter  price  from 
the  fibh  buyers,  and  buys  necessaries,  such  as  food, 
at  better  prices  than  could  the  individuals  who 


form  the  collective  artel.  The  best  catch,  with 
the  peremeot,  is  in  August  and  September, 
during  the  prevalence  of  stiff  sea  breezes,  and  as 
the  nets  are  often  reached  at  low  tide  by  wading, 
instead  of  by  boat,  a  little  roughness  of  the 
weather  does  not  mean  danger,  as  it  would  with 
a  small  boat,  which  might  easily  be  driven  on 
the  sandbanks  and  upset. 

Whichever  of  these  ways  leads  the  salmon  to 
his  doom,  he  meets  with  but  one  fate ;  he  is  split 
open,  salted,  and  sold  to  dealers  for  transporta- 
tion to  the  south,  often  to  Moscow  or  Petersburg, 
for  which  purpose  the  local  traders  give  from 
7  to  12  roubles  the  pood,  that  is,  143.  to  24s.  per 
■'561b.,  according  to  the  catch  elsewhere.  Salmon 
rarely  run  farther  up  the  Mezen  than  Pesha, 
except  towards  the  end  of  August,  when  the 
constant  rains  cause  very  high  water.  The 
passage  of  the  ice  each  spring  washes,  as  has 
been  mentioned,  the  banks  of  the  Mezen  and  its 
tributaries,  moving  huge  masses  of  sand  from 
place  to  place,  and  so  forming  banks  and  shoals 
in  all  directions.  The  higher  these  banks,  the 
smaller  and  deeper  is  the  river  channel,  and  the 
better  the  salmon  season,  for  fish  prefer  to  mount 
along  deep  water,  so  that,  as  a  general  rule,  a 
severe  winter  with  a  lot  of  ice  is  followed  by  a 
successful  fishery,  and  this  is  especially  the  case 
with  the  villages  of  Timshtchelie  and  Lampojnia 
( the  old  "  Lampas  "  of  "  Purchas  his  Pilgrims  "), 
a  quaint  village  situated  on  an  island  at  the 
junction  of  the  Mezen  and  the  Schuloka.  The 
length  of  the  nets  used  by  the  not  very  sports- 
manlike inhabitants  of  this  ancient  city  equal 
the  breadth  of  the  narrow  channel,  so  they  used 
to  catch  such  quantities  of  fish  that,  when  the 
artel  shared  out,  families  drew  up  to  1000  roubles 
(£50)  apiece — wealth  beyond  northern  dreams,  for 
there  men  have  but  one  kind  of  riches,  and  that 
is  stated  to  be  the  best  of  all — few  wants.  But 
of  late  this  catch  has  considerably  decreased, 
owing  to  a  slaughter  as  foolish  as  it  was  whole- 
sale. 

An  almost  better  salmon  river  than  the  Mezen 
is  the  Soena,  which  from  its  source  in  a  chain  of 
splendid  lakes — a  feature  of  the  province  of  Arch- 
angel, which  possesses  over  1000 — flows  for  250 
versts  over  a  sandy  and  stony  bed,  between  high 
banks,  overgrown  with  dense  timber — much  of 
which  reaches  our  own  shores  as  "  battens  " — 
adding  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  river  and 
scenery.  These  high  banks  continue  to  within 
15  versts  of  its  junction  with  the  Kuloia,  and  then 
gradually  lower.  The  water  of  the  Soena  is — 
except  after  the  autumn  rains — so  transparent 
and  pure  that  fish  are  easily  visible  in  all 
directions,  and  the  salmon,  who  frequent  the 
stream  from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  middle  of 
September,  are  thus  rendered  an  easy  prey. 
They  are  caught  in  very  large  numbers  by  the 
peremeot  and  poplaven,  and  by  other  even 
simpler  contrivances,  such  as  weirs  and  traps 
made  of  wicker  work,  for  which  the  creeping 
willow,  birch,  and  the  juniper  come  in  very 
useful,  and  rare,  indeed,  is  the  season  when  the 
take  is  small.  Fish  up  to  401b.  are  often  taken, 
and  "lokh,"  or  salmon  which  have  spent  the 
winter  in  the  lakes — where  food  is  very  plentiful 
— reach  far  heavier  weights,  while  sterlet  some- 
times exceed  301b.  In  addition  to  salmon  the 
Soenians  catch  pike,  lota  {Lota  vulgaris),  gwiniad 
{Coregonus  lavertui^),  perch,  grayling,  &c.,  in  the 
lakes  which,  like  the  rivers,  abound  with  fish, 
which  not  only  keep  their  catchers  in  food,  but 
are  the  chief  source  of  their  summer  earnings. 

Ebnhst  Ward  Lowry. 
(To  be  continued.) 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
On  Tnesday  next  the  committee  will  meet  at  the 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern  at  7  p.m.  sharp  to  consider  amongst 
other  busioees  the  arrangements  neceBsary  regarding  the 
further  sttetch  of  trout  water  which  the  society  has  tuken 
at  Chesham,  and  their  report  will  be  submitted  to  the 
ordiaary  meeting  which  follows.  Mr.  Diokins  will  read 
a  short  paper  in  the  court  e  of  the  evening.  The  fixture 
in  the  proiiramme  against  May  8  is  cancelled,  and  the 
Rev.  B  Meyer  will  read  his  paper  on  the  "Obsolete 
Sport  of  Angling "  on  May  22,  not  lo,  as  previously 
announced.  J.  U.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 


Obibntal  Books  formerly  lasned  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Oo.,  now 
publiHhed  by  Bampson  Low,  MarHton  and  Oo.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Pabllsbera  to  the  India 
OtBce.— A  OATALoauH  of  tbese  Text  Books,  Olass  Ilookf\,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  OoTOmment  Publications  can  be  bad  00 
appUcatloB 


ST.  IVES  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 


The  annna.!  dinner  of  the  above  society,  now  one  of  the 
leading  events  of  the  year  to  ohroniole  in  the  town,  came 
off  in  the  Public  Institution  last  Wednesday  eveninjf. 
The  affiir  was,  as  usual,  a  distinct  success.  The  hall  waa 
tastefully  decorated  for  the  occasion  with  flowers  and  &ig8, 
and  the  platform  utilised  for  the  showing  ott  of  the  prizes 
won  dnriog  the  season  by  members  of  the  society,  the 
prizes  being  well  arranged  amongst  an  abuadmce  of  foliage. 
Of  the  repast  it  need  hardly  be  said  that  it  was  served  in 
high  class  style  when  we  mention  that  the  caterin 
was  left  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Clifton,  0 
the  White  Horse  Hotel,  St.  Ives.  The  president  of  th 
society,  Mr.  W.  Dendy  Sadler,  occupied  the  chair,  and  h 
was  supported  on  the  right  by  the  Eight  Hon.  the  Earl  o 
Sandwich,  and  on  the  left  by  the  Hon.  A.  E.  Fellowes,  M.P 

The  Chairman  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Queen  an" 
Royal  Family." 

Mr.  Goodman  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  St.  ly 
Angling  Society."   The  president  responded,  remarkin 
that  he  had  done  his  best  to  promote  the  interest  of  the 
society,  which  had  now  an  excellent  clab-room,  and  was  in 
a  progressive  position. 

The  Mayor  submitted  the  toast  of  "  The  health  of  Lord 
Sandwich,"  president  of  the  Ouse  and  Nene  Fishery 
Board  and  of  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Society.  With 
regard  to  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Society  during  last 
season,  a  match  was  arranged  between  this  society  and  the 
St.  Ives  Society  for  a  cup,  which  was  called  the  Cromwell 
Cnp.and  he  (theMayor )  thDught  this  was  a  very  happy  angnry 
for  the  future,  for  although  the  cap  was  won  by  St.  Ives 
this  year,  it  would  be  fished  for  again,  and  help  to  produce 
good  fellowship  between  St.  Ives  and  the  Huntingdon 
Angliog  Societies.  (Cheers.)  Their  angling  society  did  a 
great  amount  of  good  to  the  town. 

Lord  Sandwich,  who  was  warmly  cheered  on  rising  to 
respond,  said  that  in  connection  with  the  offise  as 
president  of  the  Oase  and  Nene  Fishery  Board  he  waa 
afraid  he  had  little  to  say.  The  society  was  formed  som 
twelve  years  or  more  ago,  but  it  was  at  least  ten  yean 
since  he  heard  anything  of  it,  and  the  only  one  that 
remairei  of  that  society  was,  he  beliaved,  himself. 
(Laughter.)  With  regird  to  the  Huntingdon  Angling, 
Society,  his  lordship  said  he  might  speak  on  different 
terms,  as  the  society  he  looked  upon  as  one  of  his  own. 
His  lordship  then  alluded  to  the  undesirable  way  the 
fishing  was  conducted  when  he  first  came  to  Huntingdon 
ten  years  ago,  and  commenced  to  place  it  under  rules  and 
regulitionj,  and  that  society  had  grown  ever  since  and 
worked  in  harmony  with  St.  Ives.  On 3  point  he  (bis  lord- 
ship) might  mention  more  particularly,  and  that  was  the 
river,  and  he  was  afraid  that  only  the  lawyers  ha 
derived  any  benefit  during  the  past  few  years  from  th 
river  Oase.  (Laughtsr.)  Alluding  to  the  recent  law 
trials  his  Icrdship  said  it  had  been  decided  that  their  river 
should  be  placed  in  its  proper  condition,  and  although  it 
was  still  open  for  the  owner  to  appeal,  he  (his  lordship) 
did  not  think  he  would  do  B3.  He  hoped  ia  a  shott 
time  the  authorities  of  the  two  counties,  Hunts,  and  Beds  ^ 
would  have  the  power  of  removing  obstrno'.ions,  an 
placing  their  river  in  a  propsr  condition.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  R.  M.  Oabotna  submit;ted  the  toast,  "The  Hon 
AUwjn  Fellowes,  M.P. ,"  and  in  reply  the  hon.  membt 
expreessd  his  pleasure  at  being  a  member  for  the  con 
stituency  of  Norbh  Hunts.,  one  of  the  beat  oonstitueuoie 
in  England. 

Mr.  G.  D.  Day  proposed"  The  Gflicers  and  Committee," 
payini;  special  tribute  to  the  work  of  the  he  u .  seoretary. 
Mr.  G.  A.  Smith  responded. 

Mr.  G.  G.  ( i .  Wheeler  gave  "  The  Seoretiry  of  the 
Society,"  and  Mr.  Collinson  replied. 

From  the  refiort  read  by  the  hon.  eeo.  we  learn  that 
the  society  is  flonriahing  as  usual. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Ruston  submitted  "  The  Press,"  which  wae 
acknowledged  by  the  reporters  present ;  and  Mr.  H.  S. 
Turner  "Our  musical  entertainers,"  replied  toby  Mr. 
G.  H.lHolloway,  which  concluded  the  toast  list. 

The  speeches  during  the  evening  were  interspersed  with 
songs  by  Messrs.  F.  Ruston,  R.  C.  Watts,  and  R.  W. 
Mutton,  also  violin  solos  by  Dr.  Bayne,  and  gramaphoce 
selections,  the  instrument  being  manipulated  by  Mr.  T.  P. 
Brown.  


TWICKENHAM  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  first  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  took  plaoe 
on  Monday  last  at  the  Railway  Hotel.  Dr.  W.  Marston 
Clark  (the  president  of  the  society)  occupied  the  chair; 
Mr.  Parsons  in  the  vice-chair.  There  waa  a  very  large 
company.  Host  MacGregor  served  an  excellent  dinner, 
which  was  much  appreciated,  and  after  the  tables  were 
cleared  the  chairman  ga\e  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  which 
were  duly  honoured.  The  vice-chairman  next  gave  "  The 
Navy,  Army,  and  Reserve  Forces."  The  toast  was 
enthusiastically  received.  The  chdrman  then  gave  "The 
Club,"  which  he  believed  was  the  first  fishinR  club  that 
had  ever  existed  in  Twickenham.  It  had  been  started 
now  a  little  more  than  twelve  months.  He  felt  it  very 
complimentary  to  himself  to  be  asked  to  become  firrt 
president  to  the  society.  He  was  an  old  angler  himself. 
He  was  glad  to  see  that  the  society  was  started  on  a  good 
basiF.  They  had  a  very  excellent  secretary,  to  whom  they 
were  very  much  indebted.  He  coupled  with  the  toast  the 
name  of  Mr.  Barrow,  hon.  secretary,  which  was  heartily 
drank.  Mr.  Barrow  responded,  saying,  as  was  always  the 
case  in  starting  a  new  club,  there  was  a  lot  of  uphill  work, 
but  the  foundation  stone  was  firmly  fixed  now.  There 
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bad  been  fonr  oompetitiona,  and  all  the  prizes  had  been 
takeB.  He  was  very  pleased  to  say  thit  there  was  a 
balance  in  hand,  and  plenty  of  new  members  to  make  for 
the  opening  season.  The  remainint;  toasts  were  "  The 
Town  aid  Trade  of  Twickenham,"  "  The  Chairman," 
"The  Vioe-Chairman,"  io.  There  was  an  exoellent 
mosical  prof;ramme  during  the  evening  to  be  gone  thronsh. 
The  following  artists  obliged  :  Mr.  H.  Raymond,  Mr. 
E.  T.  Wood,  C.  Caudell,  Messr).  Songi  aad  Ashburnam, 
Arthur  Turner,  and  others.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman,  vice-ohairman,  and  visitors  terminated  a 
very  pleasant  evening.  George  Barrow  . 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


Tima  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

/ 30  min.  tor  Chelsea.  ("6.5  mln.  for  Kew. 

ArtdJ^"         "   Putney.  aaaj''^   "     »  Bichmond. 

'^''"^45   ,,     ,,  Hammersmith.  '^'"'iSO   ,,     „  Twickenham. 

(so   „     „  Barnes.  ^85   „     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  86  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-etream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiMB  OF  High  Watbs  at  London  BBinea. 

Uorning.  Erenlog. 

Saturday,    April  28                          0.39    1.  2 

Sunday,          „  29                            1.26    1  49 

Monday,         .,  3U                           2.12    2. 06 

Tuesday,      Jlay  1                            2..58    3.20 

Wednesday,    „  2                            3  42    4.  3 

Thursday,       ,,  3                            4.2i;    4.47 

Friday,         „  4                         5.  7    .5.29 

HiSH  WATsa  at  Akbkrlst  and  Pulboboush. 

Hornlnff.  Evening. 

Saturday,    April    28    1.19    1.42 

Sunday,  „      29    2.16    2  29 

Monday,         ,,      .30    2  52    3  16 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pulborongh  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Walton).— The  jack  and  perch  have  com- 
menced to  spawn  in  our  backwaters,  and  I  have  no  donbt 
the  BunehinB  of  the  last  few  days  has  helped  them.  As 
soon  as  I  saw  the  spawn  on  Sunday  I  at  once,  according  to 
promise,  acquainted  the  head  riverkeeper,  Mr.  Douglas,  of 
the  fact,  and  he  was  soon  in  attendance.  There  are  two 
reasons  why  we  are  likely  to  have  another  succjisful 
spawning  season — one  is,  the  water  is  very  near  its  snmmer 
level,  so  that  it  is  not  likely  to  run  off  and  leave  the  spawn 
high  aid  dry;  the  other  is,  we  are  not  so  likely  to  be 
troubled  with  the  awans  this  season,  for  the  two  old  birds 
that  used  to  nest  in  our  backwater  every  year  have  left. 
The  ccck  bird  died,  and  the  hen  has  left  the  neighhour- 
hood,  and  np  to  the  time  'of  writing  no  others  have 
taken  their  places — John  Hone. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wrozham  District).— This  river 
is  running  rather  low  and  clear,  but  is  in  good  order  for 
roach  angling,  which,  owing  to  the  coldness  of  the  winter 
and  lateness  of  the  spring,  may  still  be  pursued  with 
excellent  results  ai  the  fish  are  in  very  good  condition, 
show  scarcely  any  sign  yet  of  spawning,  and  give  capital 
sport  with  paste  or  wheat.  I  do  not  anticipate  they  will 
spawn  before  late  May  or  even  .Tune.  If  anglers  in  other 
districts  realised  the  vast  multitudes  of  these  fish  in  the 
Norfolk  rivers  they  would  understand  that  at  present  a 
close  season  is  not  necessary  for  roach  and  bream,  but 
perch  and  pike  certainly  require  better  preservation,  as 
they  are  undoubtedly  decreasing.  Norfolk  deserves  more 
attention  at  the  hands  of  its  angling  community  in  matters 
of  pisciculture.  We  might  have  many  more  excellent 
trout  waters,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  enterprise  in  that 
directicn.  Weather  is  fine,  btii[ht,  but  very  cold,  with 
light  N.E.  wind.    Rain  is  wanted.— C.  H.  Taylor. 

Coin,  Leaoh,  &c  (East  Oloncesteishire).— 
Directly  the  Easter  holiday  anglers  hid  left,  the  weather 
tained  out  gloriously  fine,  and  it  was  more  like  mid- 
summer weather  than  April.  A  large  number  of  rods 
have  been  out,  both  on  hotel  and  private  waters,  and  in 
gjme  instances  seme  pretty  sport  has  been  had  for  the 
time  of  year.  I  saw  Mr.  Ronald  Walker  on  Saturday 
grass  his  two  brace  of  pounders  before  luncheon,  when  a 
good  rise  came  on,  on  the  Bull  waters  at  Fairford,  near 
the  Cottage.  On  the  following  Monday,  Mr.  Walker  had 
a  pretty  creel  of  three  and  a  half  brace  of  a  good  pound 
average  on  the  Olive  Dun  and  Red  Spinner.  Mr.  Dixon, 
of  Oxford,  has  also  been  doing  very  well  on  the  Bull 
waters,  so  also  has  Dr.  HookerandMr.  Carbonell.  Amongst 
many  others  who  have  been  out  are  Mr.  Battersby,  Mr. 
Hough,  Mr.  Percy  Barker,  and  Mr.  John  Morgan.  I  saw 
Mr.  Barker  cleverly  shoot  nine  jack  in  the  Fairford  Park 
water,  and  we  picked  up  one  dead  in  a  carrier,  thus 
accounting  in  one  afternoon  for  four  and  a  half  brace  of 
these  tront  ttream  petts.  The  same  flies  as  given  last 
week  will  still  kill,  but  in  the  evening  a  lot  of  brown  moths 
are  already  about.  Saw  a  pretty  evening  rise  on  Monday 
near  Smith's  Cottage  about  half-past  six,  and  if  it  keeps 
warm  this  should  c-intinue.  I  hear  that  a  new  and  lively 
angling  song  is  being  brought  out  by  a  well-known  locil 
man.  Ptivers  in  good  condition  and  of  a  nice  tinge.  Hear 
of  another  consignment  of  rainbows  being  introduced  into 
the  lower  Coin. — Pa  v. 

Darenth(Ej  aaford,  Parningham,  &o.)— Although 
the  weather  was  warm  and  gen'al  the  fish  were  not  rising 
Wry  freely,  and  I  only  heard  of  one  or  two  being  taken  on 
the  day  I  was  out.  The  conditions  now  are  more  like  those 
Uiual  in  June,  except  that  there  is  plenty  of  water,  and 
that  it  is  likely  to  continue  in  good  order,  as  the  springs 


seem  to  be  full.  The  fish  were  taking  Blue  Dans  sparingly, 
and  the  Black  Gnat  was  also  on  the  water.  If  this 
weather  continues  anglers  should  be  also  provided  with 
sedges,  in  case  of  an  evening  rise,  though  that  is  not 
generally  expected  in  April.  Prospects  are  certainly  fair, 
though  the  trout  do  not  seem  plentiful,  except  on  the 
most  strictly  preserved  spctions. — .1.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  Distrlot).— It  ia  useless  blinking 
the  fact  thit  angling  i^  i|aiet,  very  quiet,  on  the  Dart  just 
now.  Those  correspondents  who  were  c  )mplaining  in  ths 
Fishing  Oazettc  recently  of  the  slaughter  of  the  innocents 
may  rest  assured  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  big 
baskets  heard  of  just  now,  when  even  the  most  experienced 
rods  return  with  lees  than  three  brace  to  theircredit.  There 
are  plenty  of  rods  on  the  river,  and  I  hear  that  a  day  or  two 
ago  there  were  ten  fishermen  within  half  a  mile  !  On  Thurs- 
day Messrs.  Revell,  E.  Distin,  and  Ackrell  were  only  able 
to  get  a  few  each,  but  Mr.  E.  Diatin  on  Friday  killed  a 
beauty  of  Ijlb.,  which  was  included  in  a  lot  of  five  taken 
near  Staverton.  On  Monday  evening  the  same  rod  and 
Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  secured  half  a  dozen  between  them. 
The  Blue  Upright  and  Edmond'a  Palmer  with  a  silver 
twist  are  most  useful  flies.  Rain  is  threatening  to-day 
(Wednesday),  and  there  may  be  an  improvement.  Salmon 
fishing  remains  the  same — deadly  dull.  It  now  transpires 
that  the  Paignton  water  scheme  provides  for  the  return  of 
300,000  gallons  per  day  to  the  river.  Anglers  are  greatly 
complaining  of  the  pollution  from  the  factories  at  Buck- 
fastleigh,  the  manufacturers'  effluent  not  having  been  yet 
diverted.  Some  days  the  liver  is  unfishable  for  hoars, 
and  when  the  water  is  low  it  is  especially  bad.  The  con- 
servators are  trying  to  get  the  matter  remedied. — 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Most  of  the  rivers  have  run 
down  somewhat  low ;  but,  taken  generally,  sport  has  been 
very  fair  on  the  streams  at  the  southern  border.  Evening 
fishing  has  shown  an  improvement.  One  rod,  in  the 
Aehwater  district,  killed  fifty-one  on  Saturday  in  the 
Tamar,  the  fliea  used  being  Half  Stone  with  Peacock  Blue 
for  a  leader,  and  a  Red  Palmer  as  a  dropper.  The  most 
unfavourable  time  was  found  to  be  in  the  early  afternoon. 
In  a,  tributary  of  the  Upper  Tamar,  on  Thursday,  Mr, 
Stainton  killed  sixteen  in  four  and  a  half  hours,  another 
angler  basketing  a  like  number  on  Saturday  after  four 
hours'  whipping.  During  the  holidays  fair  sport  was 
secured  in  this  district,  although  trout  were  small.  Four 
rods  on  Bank  Holiday  creeled  seven  dozen,  and  other  lots 
of  from  ten  to  fourteen  brace  were  made.  The  best  flies 
ate  Blue  Upright,  Blue  and  Silver  Maxwell,  and  Stone 
Fly.  The  streams  on  both  sides  of  Dartmoor  are  well 
patronised,  and  some  capital  fish  have  been  taken  in  the 
Tavistock  district,  Tavy  Cleave,  as  usual,  being  a  favourite 
haunt  of  anglers,  although  trout  are  by  no  means  large 
and  peal  are  fcirce.  On  the  other  side  of  the  moor,  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Dart  and  Teign,  excellent  fish  are 
being  creeled,  especially  in  the  Upper  Teigo,  near 
Chagford.  Mr.  J.  Brown  has  had  several  weighing  from 
lib.  to  IJlb.,  whilst  Mr.  Rawlstone's  lot  included  a  beauty 
of  35oz.  Practically  no  sport  is  affcrled  with  salmon, 
although  a  few  have  been  killed  in  the  north .  The  Exe  con- 
servators have  decided  to  alter  the  date  of  commencement 
of  close  time  for  trout  from  September  2  to  the  15th,  but 
it  is  anticipated  that  there  will  be  opposition  before  the 
Board  of  Trade  from  at  least  two  big  owners  in  the  upper 
waters.  The  advocates  of  the  change  point  out,  hcwaver, 
that  the  Esmoor  Forest  trout  are  in  condition  in  Septem- 
ber. A  Teignmouth  angler  has  been  convicted  for  taking 
five  small  fish  from  the  Teign,  three  being  peal  smelts  and 
tfvo  salmon  smelts. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Gold  winds  have  again 
kept  fish  quiet  during  past  day  or  two,  and  trout  anglers' 
creels  have  been  generally  light,  Mr.  Coombe,  of 
Thorverton,  grassed  a  101b.  springer  from  his  water  on 
Wednesday,  and  one  or  two  anglers  have  had  fair  takes  of 
trout  from  adjoining  waters.  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Theen- 
wissen  did  a  little  pike  ridding  at  Mr.  Coombe's  request  a 
few  days  since  from  the  Weir  Pool,  Thorverton,  resulting 
in  the  destruction  of  three,  largest  151b.  This  should 
mean  the  preservation  of  a  goodly  number  of  trout. — Red 
Palmer 

Esk  (Whitby).- Daring  the  past  week  the  operations 
of  anglers  have  been  executed  under  more  favourable 
conditions,  the  weather  remaining  much  finer,  though  a 
c  wl  bree/.e  from  the  north-east  continues  to  make  matters 
somewhat  uafavourable.  The  river  is  now  full  of  kelts, 
much  to  the  disadvantage  of  enthusiasts  ;  but  the  advent 
of  another  flood  would  improve  matters  in  this  direction, 
and  also  freshen  the  river.  The  catches  have  been  again 
on  the  increase,  but  an  accurate  record  is  not  to  hand. 
Mr.  R.  Linton  has  landed  ten  brace  of  fine  trout,  and  Mr. 
T.  Wright  eight  brace,  others  having  had  good  sport. 
The  _  prospects  for  the  ensuing  week  are  favourable.  Sea 
angling  has  now  many  votaries,  and  some  good  catches  of 
mixed  fish  are  being  obtained  by  many. — .J.  Jackson. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Linos,  and  Cambs.).— 
Those  who  prolonged  their  stay  at  the  trout  streams  last 
week  were  well  rewarded  for  their  trouble.  The  warm 
sunshine  actually  led  the  fish  into  play.  Many  got  fairly 
good  baskets  at  the  end  of  the  week.  For  the  first  time 
this  season  flies  were  fairly  successful.  February  Reds, 
March  Browns,  and  Blue  Duds  proved  useful  — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— Holiday  angling 
was  spoiled  by  the  roughness  of  the  weather.  The  gales 
died  down,  however,  and  Saturday  proved  one  of  the  best 
angling  days  of  the  season  so  far.  The  sunshine  had 
brought  out  the  flies  of  the  season,  and  the  fish  were  alive 
to  their  a.ttractions.  Blue  Duns  and  February  Reds  for 
the  first  time  were  need  on  the  surface.  A  brace  or  two 
came  to  hand  on  the  lower  waters  of  the  Idle,  but  these 
were  mostly  taken  with  maggots  in  the  deep  water.  In 
one  or  two  instances  flies  were  successful  on  the  Ryton. 
Practically,  however,  fly  fishing  in  this  district  will  not  be 
of  much  good  before  May  1,  or  before  the  woods  are  in 


leaf  and  the  hedges  in  bloom.  As  we  write,  last  week's 
warmth  was  only  temporary.  Spring  will  hiva  to  make 
a  second  advent  this  year. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— There  has  been  a 
further  improvement  in  the  fishing  during  the  past  week. 
The  weather  has  been  much  warmer,  and  there  have  been 
swarms  of  flii^a  on  the  water.  Some  very  good  ba.8kets 
have  been  made,  the  best  being  made  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Llewellyn,  who  killed  twenty-three  fish,  weighing 
151b.  l<"z.  On  the  17th  forty-two  fish  were  weii{hed,  of 
which  Dr.  Fenton  killed  nine,  weighing  51b.  8,z.  j  Mr. 
Foster,  the  same  namber,  51b.  lOsz  ;  Capte.  Ma^sy  and 
Greenway,  and  Mr.  Millee,  four  fish  each ;  Mr.  Gibson, 
six  ;  Mrs.  Sturt,  three ;  Mr.  Vores,  four  ;  and  Mr. 
Terrel,  two.  On  the  18ih  there  was  no  breeze,  and  big 
baskets  were  out  of  the  question.  Dr.  Fenton  took  five ; 
Mr.  Foster,  four;  Mrs.  Sturt,  four;  Mr.  Jose,  three; 
Rev.  Hattersley-Smith  and  Mr.  Hart,  two  each.  On  the 
I'Jth,  Dr.  Fenton  killed  six  fish  ;  Messrs.  Milles  and  Hart, 
five  each  ;  Mrs.  Sturt,  five.  On  the  20th,  Dr.  Fenton 
killed  six  (41b.  2oz  ).  On  the  2Ut,  Mrs.  Tercel  creeled 
seven  (51b.  2oz.)  ;  Dr.  Fenton,  four;  Rev.  Hattersley- 
Smith,  four;  Mr.  Llewellyn,  three;  and  Mr.  Kempeey, 
two.  On  the  23rd,  Mr.  Kempsey  killed  nineteen  fish, 
weighing  lllb.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  Llewellyn,  fourtean  fish 
(81b.  9oz  )  ;  and  Rev.  Hattersley-Smith,  eight  fish 
(41b.  9oz  ).  Oo  the  24th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L'ewellyn,  twenty- 
three  tisli  (151b.  loz.) ;  Mr.  Crowther.  thirteen  fish 
(91b.  80Z  ) ;  and  Miss  Parry,  six  fifh  (31b.  2oz.).  The 
river  fishing  has  been  very  fair.  Mr.  Hart  made  the  best 
basket  with  nine  fish,  Cap^.  Greenway  being  next  with 
seven.  'The  best  flies  are  Teal  and  Red,  Teal  and  Black, 
Black  Spider,  and  the  Butcher. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries.- Next  Tuesday  is  the  opening 
day  of  the  season  for  trout  fishing  in  the  Lea,  and  "'  Tlie 
First."  is  being  eagerly  looked  forward  to,  as  some  nice 
fish  have  been  seen  on  the  move  between  Brcxboume  and 
Hertford.  There  is  little  fly  about  yet,  but  spinning  and 
live  baiting  (using  bleak,  minnow,'  and  gadgaon  for  the 
latter)  ought  to  account  for  some  fish.  The  most  killing 
bajt,  however,  it  uidoubtedly  a  good-sized  lob,  but  by 
some  anglers  it  is  not  considered  the  most  sportsman-like 
lure.  Trout  fishing  also  begins  on  Tuesday  in  the  tributary 
Beane.  Rivers  are  bright,  but  showing  a  very  fair  head 
of  water,  and  I  anticipate  some  good  sport  if  the  weather 
favours.  I  hear  of  a  number  of  unsportsman-like  anglers 
still  fishing  for  roach  in  the  Lsa  in  an  upper  subscription 
water,  and  catching  and  retaining  any  number  of  fish 
burstirg  with  spawn, — Izaak  Waltun. 

LngrsT  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  thei) 
noted  streams  are  now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and 
in  exoellent  condition  for  fishing.  The  weather  (except 
to-day,  Wednesday)  has  been  warm  and  bright,  and  the 
fish  have  b3en  risiog  well  in  both  streams  at  tne  fly,  and  a 
good  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  nsad 
Red  Palmer,  Rei  Tag,  Red  Spinner,  Blue  Duu,  March 
Brown,  and  CowdBug,  and  some  good  lots  of  trout  have 
been  landed.  To-day  wind  has  changed  east,  and  it  i* 
very  cold.  The  prospects  for  fishing  are  now  good.  The 
Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  good  fishing  order. — Gta^ynne. 

Lngfg',  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
are  in  capital  trim,  yet  sport  is  very  indiffjrent,  and  has 
been  throughout  the  holidays.  After  a  spell  of  a  few 
days  of  bright  sunshine,  generally  followei  by  frosty 
nights,  this  (Wednesdaj)  morning  broke  very  hazy,  with 
a  slight  Scotch  mist,  and  a  most  decidedly  cold  north-east 
wind,  of  course  making  matters  worse,  though  cjnii'.ions 
have  slightly  improved  this  afternoon.  As  soon  as  we  are 
favoured  with  genial  and  seasonable  weather  sport  may 
with  confidence  be  looked  for,  and  the  best  flies  should  be 
March  Brown,  Blue  and  Yellow  Duns,  Brown  and  Grey 
Spinners,  Red  Palmpr,  and  Stone  Fly.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Noith  Sta£fordshlie.— The  Dove  has  fished  bu: 
moderately  during  the  Easter  holidays;  too  much  wind  for 
comfortable  casting.  On  the  Blythe  fish  have  b'ei  taken 
by  Hare's  Ear,  March  Brown,  Rsd  Spinner,  and  Bull- 
finch. On  the  Meese  Mr.  J.  T.  Harris  sampled  some  fish 
by  means  of  Blue  Dun  and  March  Brown.  The  Tean 
brooks  also  gave  sport  to  Blue  Dan  and  the  flies  above 
mentioned.  Rivers  are  all  the  bstter  for  the  occasional 
showers,  and  sport  is  possible  on  trouty  sactions  cf  our 
various  streams. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— The  river  is  very 
clear  and  low,  and  trout  have  not  been  rising  freely  daring 
the  past  few  days.  Takes  have  in  consequence  baen small, 
but  the  fish  are  rapidly  getiiag  into  fine  conditicn,  and 
show  good  fighting  ijualities.  One  rod  took  a  brao3  of 
pounders  with  dry  fly  list  Thursday  at  Tipton,  whfc'a,  for 
beauty,  could  hardly  te  surpass  ;d.  There  is  a  rise  at 
midges  as  late  as  7  p.m.  on  the  hot  calm  evet  ings,  but  it  is 
hard  to  make  the  trout  take  the  fly.  Sea  fishing  has  baen 
good  lately.  On  Monday,  April  23,  a  pillack  of  121b.  was 
taken  with  handline  and  ragworm — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  water  in  the  various  rivers  is  running 
down  to  summer  level.  The  sport  has  not  baen  very  good 
during  the  week  ;  a  few  fresh  run  peal  have  been  reported 
to  me  in  the  Tavy,  but  I  have  heard  of  none  being  taken 
yet. — William  Heabder, 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Chin  (Llanymy- 
nech). — During  the  latter  part  of  laBt  week,  and  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  one,  the  weather  has  been 
most  magnificent,  and  the  presence  of  the  swallows  and 
welcome  nctes  of  the  cuckoo  trade  it  appear  as  if  summer 
was  cloEe  at  hand,  although  there  was  a  violent  storm 
with  heavy  rain  on  Monday  afternoon,  which  continued 
for  Eome  time,  but  which  had  ore  good  effect,  as  it  some- 
what darkened  the  water  in  all  thete  streams,  which  were 
fast  becoming  too  bright  for  successful  fly  fishirg.  After- 
wards, and  thronghont  the  whole  of  Tuesday,  the  atmcs- 
phere  was  most  oppressive,  and  with  every  appearance  of 
thunder  in  the  air,  but  no  thunderstorrcs  visited  this 
immediate  neighbourhood.  Several  anglers,  allured  by 
the  warmth  of  the  weather,  tried  several  parts  of  the 
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lower  Tanat  on  Taeaday,  but  had  no  sport,  the  universal 
complaint  at  present  being  that  the  trout  have  not  as  yet 
risen  at  all  freely  to  the  fly.  A  curious  iEstince  of  the 
uncertainty  of  angling  occurred  on  Friday  in  list  week. 
Three  well  known  and  experienced  anglers  were  on  that 
day  fishing  the  Tanat  some  distance  from  each  other.  Ou9 
of  these  grassed  a  fine  trout  with  the  Coch-y-bondhn  fly, 
and  noticing  that  the  trout  would  not  attempt  to  rise  at 
any  othsr  fly,  placed  another  of  these  flies  on  his  line,  and 
with  these  c  iptured  a  nice  basket  of  trout,  which  are  in 
splendid  condition.  Another  of  the  anglers  had  to  content 
himself  with  one  singh  tront  only,  which  he  captured 
with  a  March  Brown.  The  third  angler  persevered  for 
hours,  using  other  flies,  but  had  not  a  single  rise.  As  a 
rule,  sport  has  been  very  indifferent  on  aU  these  streams 
daring  the  past  week,  and  more  especially  on  the  Severn 
and  Vyrnwy. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— The  weather  of  the 
week  has  shown  marked  changes.  Straw  hats  and  light 
attire  in  April  seemed  out  of  place,  but  even  coatless 
anglers  were  to  be  seen  on  Saturday  by  the  waterside, 
endeivouring  to  lure  the  speckled  beauties  with  delusive 
fly.  Bat  the  trout  were  not  to  be  lured.  Dace  were  in 
evidence,  acd  several  fair-sized  fish  were  hooked,  only  to 
be  returned  to  the  water.  Worming  and  minnow  fishing 
in  the  streims  has  yielded  a  few  good  fish,  but  nothing 
over  lib.  3jz.  has  come  under  notice.  Trout  are  moving  in 
the  rivers,  and  several  good  fish  have  been  "spotted  ' '  in  the 
Ouse,  with  the  hope  of  sport  on  a  future  occasioa.  The 
weather  has  changed  for  the  worse— cold  n  irth-easterly 
winds,  dull  days,  with  rain  at  intervals  and  every  indication 
of  a  storm.  A  few  smelt  were  taken  at  the  end  of  the  week 
from  the  harbours,  and  were,  as  a  rule,  exceptionally 
large.  Mullet  are  to  be  seen,  but  I  do  not  hear  of  any 
captures  with  hook  and  line.  Trouting  in  the  west 
Sussex  streams  will  commence  in  May.  There  is  a  good 
stock  of  fish,  some  few  up  to  Sib.  Warmer  weather  is 
needed  both  for  river  and  harbour  fishing.— George  P. 
Saltee. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— Spring  has  really  come,  and  the 
many  migratory  birds  are  seen  beside  the  waters,  flies  are 
basking  in  the  sun  when  the  showers  caase,  and  fish  are  on 
the  alert  to  feed  upon  their  dainty  morsels.  The  cuckoo 
has  been  heard  some  days,  and  fishermen  have  awaked 
with  the  warm  weather  and  gentle  showers,  and  the  many 
banks  are  seen  with  those  whose  line  is  on  the  enticing 
the  many  trout  and  salmon  which  the  water  are  con- 
taining. Salmon  have  their  new  attraction,  and  the 
gaudy  fly  has  enticed  the  silly  ones  to  death.  One  I  saw, 
about  lllb  ,  was  a  beauty,  and  when  he  found  the  fly  a 
trap  he  used  his  piscatorial  power  in  leaping  and  plunging 
to  nd  his  holdfast,  and  soon  found  the  greea  banks, 
where  he  was  hailed  with  joy  by  one  who  hooked  and  lost 
many  a  beauty  this  season.  The  trout  are  not  yet  so 
taking,  but  with  the  coming  showers  will  be  certainly 
taken  in  bigger  numbers.  The  Lynmouth  waters  have 
been  much  fished  during  the  holidays  with  success.  I 
was  asked  by  one  gentleman,  who  sent  a  postcard  for 
reply,  where  he  could  find  a  spot  free  to  fish,  large  fish, 
cheap  lodgings,  and  unfrequented,  and  for  a  reply  I  had 
to  send  a  sealed  letter  and  pay  postage.  My  reply  was  a 
postcard,  uastamped,  asking  tor  a  stamped  envelope  for 
reply.— Rusty  Game. 

Tem«  ( .*tt<l.ow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  gone 
down,  and  is  running  clear  and  a  nice  level  and  in  splendid 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  warm,  and  some 
nice  showers  of  rain  have  been  had  which  have  refreshed 
the  rivers,  and  trout  have  been  well  on  the  rise  and 
taking  the  fly  we!).  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out 
and  used  Red  Palmer,  Red  Tag,  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun 
February  Red,  Cowdung,  Stoue  Fly,  Iron  Blue,  and  Red 
Spinner,  and  some  very  good  sport  has  been  had.  Bottom 
fishing  has  been  successful  witn  worm.  Minnow  has  been 
tried,  and  sport  has  been  batter.  At  the  end  of  last  week 
some  boys  fishing  with  a  minnow  from  New  Bridge  hooked 
a  pike,  which  was  landed,  and  scaled  51b.  On  Mondiy 
four  brace  of  nice  trout  were  taken  with  the  Blue  Dun  and 
March  Brown.  On  Tuesday  some  good  sport  was  had 
with  Blue  Dun  and  Red  Spinner,  and  nice  fish  landed. 
The  otter  hounds  were  out  on  Tuesday  with  the  Ony,  and 
drew  up-stream,  but  failed  to  find.  The  Ony  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwjche  are  ail  clear  and  in  good  order,  and  some 
good  fish  taften  in  them  with  worm  and  fly,  and  prospects 
good.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (TenUary).- In  th'a  part  the  Teme  is  running 
m  splendid  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level. 
Tue  weather  has  been  fine  and  warm,  and  a  few  showers 
of  ram  have  been  a  great  benefit  for  fishing,  and  the  fish 
have  been  more  on  the  fted  and  rising  well  at  the  fly.  A 
good  few  anglers  have  been  on  the  river,  and  some  nice 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  landed  with  the  Blue  Dun, 
Red  S^iinner,  March  Brown,  Cowdung,  Red  Palmer 
and  Stone  Fly.  To-day  (Wednesday)  rain  threatens,  and 
wi  iu  has  got  into  the  east.  With  fine  weather  some  good 
ipjrt  will  be  had  in  this  part.  — Wori  kster, 

»  (fa«l-ianooiii«nirej.— Those  who 

favour  the  Wold  district  for  their  holidays  this  year  were 
J  understand,  disappointed,  but  those  who  lingered  to 
I  ha  week  a  end  had  the  satisfaction  of  banking  a  few  fish 
J  or  tie  first  time  this  sea  on  the  fish  were  dashing  at  the 
flies,  llitheito  they  had  merely  risen  to  the  surface  and 
»n  iked  in  what  was  passing  among  the  ineeotB.  Eiriy 
»pa  ig  flies  turned  a  .tractive  towards  the  week's  end,  and 
insect  liftf  became  fairly  ai  tive.  This  week,  ho  wever,  it 
hai  turned  uull  aguiti,  and  those  who  mean  to  catcb  fish 
must  return  to  their  bunch  of  maggots  or  their  swimming 
w.^rrn,  Thinns  have  a  more  promii^iog  look  in  the  upper 
waters  t  jward«  Granihim.  So  far  this  season  the  euccaas 
am';iJg  trout  hag  b^en  very  p  )or. — Li  ri, 

"Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyahlre).— These  rivers 
are  lu  good  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  a  fair  number  of 
hehermen  have  been  out  on  both  streams,  but  very  few  fish 
are  ruing  at  present.    There  appears  to  be  a  marked 


absence  of  natural  flies  on  the  water.  Consequently  only 
very  light  creels  have  been  obtained.  The  weather  is  not 
?ScT*  ^""^  angling— a  cold  north-east  wind  to-day 

(Wedn?slay).  When  we  have  the  weather  a  little  milder 
the  folloning  flies  will  be  useful':  Olive  Dun,  March 
Brown,  Claret  Bumble,  Pale  Blue  Dun,  and  Sand  Fly  — 
Dotterel. 

,_^ore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,   Derwent,  *o. 

(Yorkshire).- A  change  from  July-like  weather  to  bitter 
cold  north-east  winds  is  against  the  fly  fishermen— wet  or 
dry— and  they  have  had  so  far  this  spring  but  a  very 
moderate  time  of  it.  The  few  perfect  summer  days  we 
had  last  week  hatched  out  a  fair  quantity  of  Duns 
Browns,  the  Gravel  Bed  Fly,  and  the  Red  Clock,  but  the 
temperature,  which  was  down  to  30deg.  last  night,  and 
the  fearfully  cold  winds  have  takea  them  all  off  again  to- 
day, and  all  I  could  find  this  afternoon  was  a  few  Needle 
Browns  and  Midgea.  The  scarcity  of  aquatic  flies  nearing, 
as  we  are,  the  end  of  April,  is  remarkable,  and  no  doubt 
accounts  for  the  ill  success  the  fly  fishermen  meet  with. 
Trout  seldom  have  risen  at  all  freely.  Grayling,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  m^d  after  the  fly.  A  few  trout  have  been 
caught  up  the  Yore  with  the  Winter  Brown,  one  angler 
fishing  the  Bishopdale  Beck  killing  a  nice  dish  with  it,  but 
the  fish  would  not  look  at  the  Great  Brown  Male  or 
Female  or  any  pattern  of  it  you  liked  to  offer  them .  The-gray- 
ling  up  the  Yore  and  its  tributaries  have  not  yet  spawned, 
and  they  rise  to  fly  like  mad,  and  no  wonder,  considering 
the  weather,  which  this  afternoon  is  far  more  suggestive 
of  the  season  for  Salmo  thymallus  than  that  of  Sahno 
fario.  S.  Blades,  at  Hawes,  and  a  few  visitors,  are  getting 
trout,  but  not  in  any  great  numbers,  Mr.  Forester's,  of 
York,  take  of  four  brace,  averaging  Coz.,  being  a  fairly 
representative  dish  both  in  the  Hawes  Association,  the 
Wensleydale  Angling  Association,  and  other  stretches  of 
the  Yore  right  down  to  Ripon.  An  angler  fishing  fly  near 
the  latter  city  on  a  hair  cast  hooked  a  trout  about  fioz. ; 
while  playing  it  was  seized  by  a  jack,  which,  after  showing 
considerable  sport,  was  landed ;  it  weighed  SJlb.  This  is 
proof  positive  of  what  good  hair  casts  can  do.  Sport  on 
the  Cover  has  not  been  good,  the  Rev.  Sutton  Patterson 
and  Colonel  Rowland  have  done  next  to  nothing ;  but  Dr. 
H.  C.  C.  Hardwicke,  and  T.  Bingham,  Marshall,  &o.,have 
had  fair  sport  during  the  short  time  they  have  been  on  the 
river,  and  with  an  improvement  in  climatic  conditions  will 
doubtless  have  better.  A  Bishop  Auckland  angler  who 
spent  a  portion  of  his  holiday  in  the  Kirbymoorside 
district  caught  five  brace  of  well-fed  trout  with  the  Blue 
Hawk  fly,  ttiey  were  ten  nice  fish  weighing  from  7oz.  up 
to  lib.  each.  Sport  in  the  Swale  keeps  poor,  and  it  is  not 
good  in  the  tributaries.  Very  little  has  been  done  on 
Bedale  B€ck  during  the  Easter  holidays.  A  few  pike  have 
been  taken  which  have  run  up  the  stream  to  attend  to 
matutinal  duties,  and  these  are  all  full  of  spawn  ;  but  it  is 
the  aim  of  the  members  of  the  club  to  rid  their  stream  of 
these  pests,  and  therefore  every  available  chance  is  taken 
advantage  of  to  catch  them.  On  Saturday  Messrs.  H. 
Ddore  and  J.  Gibson,  of  York,  had  a  fair  day's  sport  on 
the  waters  of  the  Black  Ox  Angling  Club.  Mr.  Gibson 
caught  three  very  fine  trout  with  the  running  worm,  and 
then,  much  to  his  disgust,  a  .jack  of  lib.  6oz.  Mr.  Dacre 
also  caught  some  nice  trout,  a  couple  of  eels,  and  some 
perch.  The  latter  being  full  of  spawn  were,  of  course, 
returned  carefully  to  the  water.  The  Dark  Snipe  and 
Purple  and  Light  Bloa  have  been  most  successful  on  the 
Swale,  &o  ;  only  indifferent  sport  has  been  the  rule. 
On  the  Wharfe  Mr.  Richardson  caught  three  brace 
with  fly  and  worm,  and  from  reports  I  have  received 
thi8_  seems  to  be  an  average  pannier.  The  Leeds 
Robin  Hood  Angling  Club  have  been  fortunate  enough  to 
secure  about  half  a  mile  of  good  fishing,  commencing  at 
the  bridge  at  Otley.  On  Saturday  Mr.  W.  Inman  and 
Mr.  F.  Binns  succeeded  in  catching  on  Saturday  a  very 
fine  bitch  otter  near  the  stepping  stones  io  the  river 
Wharfe  at  Firbley,  near  Barden  Tower.  On  the  previous 
day  the  otter  was  scented  into  a  drain,  and  on  Saturday 
was  secured  alive  in  a  box,  which  was  fixed  as  a  trap  at  the 
entrance  to  the  drain.  The  animal  was  afterwards 
exhibited  at  Burnsall,  Bolton  Abbey,  and  Ilkley.  The 
emptying  of  the  reservoir  will  not  improve  the  angling  in 
the  Nidd,  in  which  Mr.  S.  Hannan  has  had  better  sport 
than  anyone  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  The  best  flies 
for  next  week  are  the  Blue  Hawk,  Waterhen  Bloa, 
Winter  Brown,  Snipe  Bloa,  and  Purple  and  March  Brown. 
— J._  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Awe.— Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  the  13th  inst., 
Mr.  Keith  Murray  had  a  salmon  of  lllb.  On  the  17th, 
Mr.  Danckwerts,  of  London,  had  one,  lllb. ;  and  on  the 
18t,h,  had  one  of  11  Jib.  The  river  is  in  perfect  order  now, 
and  the  pools  are  getting  well  stocked  with  fish.— D. 
Macdonali'. 

Border  Sak  and  Liddle.— The  rains  of  last  week 
nave  placed  the  waters  in  good  angling  condition,  and 
both  rivers  seem  likely  to  continue  so  for  the  next  week  or 
ten  days.  The  weather  is  much  milder,  and  the  fly  has 
been  on  the  watsrs  daily.  Some  fair  sport  should  now  be 
had,  as  the  recent  large  volume  of  water  has  put  the  pools 
in  fair  order  for  salmon,  which  are  now  ascending  the  Esk 
and  running  more  plentifully  in  the  Solway.  Yellow 
trout  are  affording  moderate  sport,  and  are  getting  firmer 
in  condi.ion.  Dr.  Armstrong,  Bury,  has  had  fcveral  bice 
baskets  in  the  Lidlle,  which  is  pretty  well  stocked. 
Mr.  Bell  and  other  anglers  have  had  some  fair  catches  in 
tne  Esk  and  trinutarus.  Bait  fishing  does  not  commence 
till  May  1,  consequently  when  the  rivers  were  runuing 
liiuh  anglers  were,  o  imparaiively  speaking,  almost  idle. 
Yellow  trout  are  now  being  got  in  the  upper  and  middle 
reaches  of  the  Ksk,  and  also  in  the  Ewes  and  Tarras.  The 
Hermitage  hai  recently  afforded  some  sport  with  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  Soott,  Canonbie,  has  had  some  fair  baskets  of 


yellow  in  the  double  water,  which  now  promises  well 
but  salmon  are  very  shy.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Liddle,  below  Penton  Bridge,  a  good  many  well-known 
anglers  have  been  out ;  but  most  of  the  yellow  trout  have 
been  got  higher  up  beyond  Liddle  Bank.  Messrs. 
Murray  and  Crozier,  of  Newcastieton,  have  each  had 
a  few  catches  below  the  foot  cf  the  Hermitage, 
and  one  or  two  anglers  staying  in  Copshaw  have  done 
fairly  well,  both  in  the  Hermitage  water  and  also  in  the 
Gullet  Pool  of  the  Liddle,  and  some  nice  burn  trout  have 
been  got  in  the  Sandholm  Pool  by  several  anglers  living 
in  the  village.  Mr.  Graham,  of  Crookham,  and  Mr.  Wm. 
Ballantyne,  Canonbie,  have  also  been  out  on  the  Liddle] 
but  neither  met  with  much  success  in  the  lower  reaches^ 
which  is  their  usual  pitch.  Sea  trout  have  begun  to  ruT 
more  freely  in  the  Solway,  and  a  number  of  them  are  noi 
in  the  Esk.  The  first  of  the  season  was  killed  on  Frida! 
night,  in  Mill  Pool,  in  the  mid  reaches,  by  Dr.  Andersoil 
Eskbank,  Canonbie,  one  of  the  keenest  and  most  successf 
anglers  that  ever  threw  a  line  across  the  Border  Esk, 
Mr.  Budd,  Longtown,  has  had  two  new  run  salmon 
in  the  Cauldron  Pool,  which  is,  at  time  of  writing, 
in  capital  angling  trim ;  the  same  applies  to  the  Willow 
Pool,  which  commences  at  the  foot  of  Canonbie  Lea,  and 
ends  at  the  head  of  the  Cauldron  stream.  Without  doubt 
these  are  the  bsst  pooh  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk. 
Intending  visitors  may  now  put  their  tackle  in  order,  as 
angling  is  commencing  in  thorough  earnest  both  in 
Eskdale  and  Liddesdale.  I  may  mention  that  the 
temporary  obstruction  at  the  mouth  of  the  Esk  has  now 
entirely  disappeared.  Next  week  I  hope  to  have  still  more 
cheering  news. — Gilnockie. 

Carron,  Eastar  Rjss  (Ardgay,  N.B.).— Since  the 
beginning  of  the  month  quite  a  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out.  Very  fair  sport  by  all.  Mr.  St.  Vincent  Peel 
and  Mr.  Mervyn  Peel,  Bahiagown  Arms  Hotel,  on  Inver- 
charron  water,  Mr.  Warner  (also  from  the  hotel),  on 
Glidfield  water;  Mr.  Richard  T.  Coupland,  of  Gruinards, 
and  Mr.  Henry  Young,  on  Gruinards  water ;  and  Mr. 
Young,  on  Braelangwell  water.  So  far  as  can  be 
ascertained  the  sport  of  the  past  week  was  as  follows ;  On 
Monday  week,  Mr.  St.  "\'iucent  Peel,  two  salmon,  and  Mr. 
Mervyn  Peel,  one  (weights  121b  ,  91b.,  91b.);  and  Mr. 
Henry  Young,  an  18-ponnder,  on  Gruinards  water.  On 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Mervyn  Peel  had  a  91b.  salmon,  on  Inver- 
oharron  water;  Mr.  Warner,  one  of  101b.,  on  Glid6eld. 
On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Coupland  caught  three  nice  salmon 
on  Gruinards;  and  Mr.  Warner  three,  of  71b.,  9Jb.,  and 
lllb.,  on  Glilfield.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Warner  got  a 
lO-pounder  ;  and  Mr.  Coupland,  two  salmon.  On  Friday, 
Mr.  Warner,  one  salmon,  81b.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  St. 
Vincent  Peel  and  Mr.  Mervyn  Peel  caught  an  81b. 
salmon  each  on  Invercharron ;  and  Mr.  Warner,  two, 
weighing  101b.  each,  on  Glidfield.  On  Monday,  this  week; 
Mr.  St.  Vincent  Peel  landed  an  8|lb.  clean  run  salmon  on 
Invercharron . — B . 

Deveron  (Banffaliire).  —  With  the  change  in  the 
weather  for  the  better  angling  has  greatly  improved.  The 
river  is  now  about  its  normal  condition,  and  the  water  is 
much  clearer.  On  the  Muirest  water  at  the  end  of  last 
week  Mr.  Neish  had  two  salmon  of  71b.  each;  on  the 
Forglen  water,  Mr.  Russell  had  a  fish  of  61b. ;  on  Ihs 
Monntblairy  water,  Mr.  Morrison  had  two  fish  ;  and  on  the 
Carnoustie  water,  Mr.  Alvas  had  one  of  Clb.  Some  capital 
baskets  of  sea  and  yellow  trout  were  got  on  the  Duff 
House  and  other  sections.  On  the  free  water  below  the 
bridge  at  Banff  anglers  have  been  enjoying  good  sport, 
several  of  the  trout  killed  weighing  from  21b.  to  31b.  On 
the  evening  of  Saturday  last  a  gentleman  fishing  on  the 
free  water  booked  a  trout,  but  in  landing  it  his  cast  broke, 
and  the  trout  got  off  with  the  hook  and  a  piece  of  the 
line  attached.  Shortly  afterwards  another  angler  at  a 
point  further  down  the  river  hooked  and  landed  the  same 
fish,  a  sea  trout  about  lib.  in  weight,  and  in  its  mouth  the 
hook  and  piece  of  line.  The  net  fishings  on  the  river  and 
adjacent  coast  were  also  more  productive  for  the  past 
week.  At  the  end  of  the  week  and  beginning  of  the 
present  several  salmon  were  netted  by  the  day  and  night 
fishermen  on  the  river,  and  a  few  were  also  got  daily  from 
the  bag  nets  along  the  coast.  There  have  been  no  more 
grilse  got,  but  fishermen  expect  them  at  the  next  stream. 
This  week  three  boxes  were  consigned  to  the  market  from 
the  Daveron,  and  one  box  from  the  fishings  at  Gardens* 
town.— H.  W. 

Foyers  Hotel  (Loohness,  N.B.).— Fishing  from 
Foyers  Hotel,  on  April  9,  Miss  Katie  Chrisp,  Hayward's 
Heath,  kilted  a  salmon  weighing  81b.  on  Loch  Ness,  and 
on  April  20  Mr.  Tilston  killed  a  fine  salmon  wei«binir 
171b.— S.  Tilston. 

Looh  Awe  (Tayohreggan  Hotel).— On  the  20th 
inst.  Sir  William  Kennedy,  eighteen  trout;  Mr.  Whiteliw, 
fourteen  trout,  all  averaging  Jib.  This  has  been  a  perfect 
fishing  day,  and  a  large  number  of  trout  were  seen,  but 
were  rising  short 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— The  weather  has  now  gone 
into  the  extreme,  from  protracted  storm  to  a  succession  of 
calms.  Genial,  cloudy  weather  and  weloomj  showers  have 
brought  a  very  welcome  change,  and,  but  for  the  want  of 
wind,  some  very  heavy  creels  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
got.  Good  sport,  however,  is  to  be  recorded,  fish  rising 
freely,  but  coming  short  to  the  lures.  Mr.  W.  Roger, 
Boreland,  creeled  with  fly  twenty-six  trout,  181b. ;  Mr, 
Ilaig,  of  Blairhill,  killed  twenty-two  (151b.)  in  a  short 
day ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Wilson,  Worcesterfhire,  had  four,  ten, 
nine,  and  fifteen  trout  respectively :  Dr.  Irvin,  Lancaster, 
and  Mr.  Douglas,  of  Brigton,  Forfar,  creeled  in  two  days 
fourteen  trout  (12lb.),  and  twenty  trout  (141b  );  Mr. 
B.  W.  Cover,  London,  had  catches  up  to  eleven  trout; 
Mr.  Durward  Lely  secured  nineteen  trout,  16lb.  8oz.  j 
Mr.  Sloan,  Glasgow,  ten  tront,  101b  8oz. ;  Capt.  Samuel, 
Perth,  fourteen  trout,  lOIb.  Sy/..-  Mr.  Douglas,  (Newton- 
Aird,  who  fished  three  days,  landed  eight  trout,  filb.  8oz., 
eleven,  51b.    loz.,  and  twenty,  15lb. ;  Mr.  Macdonald, 
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Alloa,  twelve  trout,  lUb. ;  Mr,  Cargey,  Edinburgh, 
thirteen  trout,  12!b.  Three  club  competitions  were  held 
daring  the  week,  viz.,  Pollokshields,  Stirling,  and  Edin- 
burgh Breadalbane.  The  first  prize  winners  were ;  Mr. 
M.  Mason  (Pollokshields),  six  trout,  7ib.  8dz  ;  Mr.  R. 
Archibald  (Surliogi,  nine  tront,  71b.  Box.  ;  Mr.  G.  J. 
Cargey  (Edinburgh  Breidalbane),  seventeen  trout, 
lUb.  212.  Heaviest  tront,  Mr.  Hunter,  lib.  lOJaz. — 
RoBEET  Laing. 

Lochmaddy  (Hotel  Waters).  —  There  is  now  a 
fine  appearance  of  fresh  run  salmon  in  the  streams.  Two 
very  nice  fish,  of  Sib.  and  11Mb.,  were  landed  last  week  on 
Loch  Skeltair.  With  the  spring  tides  now  on,  they  should 
appsar  ia  still  greater  numbers.  The  weather  is  now 
mild,  and  foliage  well  forward. — Mac. 

Loch  Ta7  ^Abetfeldv). — Mr.  Sturrock,  fishing  the 
Tay  from  the  Breadalbane  Arms,  caught  thirty-six  trout, 
ISilb. 

Locli  Tay  (Kil  in,  N.B.).— April  18,  Miss  Berger 
landed  a  salmon  I'Jlb. ;  Mr.  Berger,  on3,  20ib.  19th,  Mr. 
C.  Morrice,  one,  261b. ;  Mr.  Hoole,  two,  2llb.  and  Kilb. ; 
Mis3  Goddhart,  one,  121b. ;  Mr.  Berger,  one,  121b.  20th, 
Mr.  Hoole,  one,  211b.  2l8t,  Mr.  Berger,  one,  181b.  23rd, 
Mr.  Berger,  one,  301b. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

Loch  Tay.— On  the  hotel  water,  on  16th,  Mr.  Thos. 
Lord  killed  salmon  191b. ;  19th,  Mr.  Thos.  Lord  killed 
galmon  igjlb.  ;  2  lth,  Mr.  Knight  killed  salmon  151b.— W. 
Knight. 

Lyon  (Foxtingall,  Glen  Lyon,  Perthshire).— 

Fishing  from  the  FortingaU  Hotel,  Mr.  Philip  (ieen, 
LDndon,  landed  a  salmon  on  the  24th;  weight  201b. — 
Macphail. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thutso,  N.B.).— Amongst 
the  anglers  out  on  the  various  beats  since  last  reported, 
that  is,  sines  the  beginning  of  the  month  until  the  14th 
inst.,  were  Major-General  Willson,  C.B.,  and  Major- 
Gensral  Home,  Syre  Lodge,  Strathnaver,  Mr.  Johnston 
and  Mr.  Banbury,  Skelpiok  Lodgs,  Bettyhill,  and  Colonel 
Fryer  and  Mr.  (jampbell,  Dalvioa  Lodge,  Strathnaver. 
Although  the  weather  as  a  rule  was  very  unfavourable  to 
sport,  the  above-named  anglers  landed  sixty-seven  salmon 
in  all  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  month,  but  full 
details  cannot  here  be  given  as  it  would  occupy  too  much 
space;  but  on  the  16nh  inst.,  General  Willson,  C.B. 
landed  five  salmon,  on  beat  No.  3 ;  Major-General  Home, 
one,  on  No.  4 ;  Mr.  Banbury,  one,  on  No,  5  ;  and  Mr. 
Johnston,  four  salmon,  on  No.  6.  On  ITth,  Mr.  Johnston 
caught  a  salmon  on  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Banbury  one,  on  No. 
6.  On  18th,  Colonel  Fryer  had  one  salmon, on  No.  3; 
and  Mr.  .Johnston,  one,  on  No.  2.  On  U'th,  Mr.  Campbell 
landed  one,  on  No.  5,  and  Mr.  Johnston,  one  on  No. 
3.  Generals  Home  and  Willson,  C.B.,  have  left 
Syr©  Lodge,  Strathnaver,  for  the  south  ;  and  Mr.  E.  G. 
Gill  and  Piev.  Mr.  GriflBths  have  arrived.  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Johnston,  Skelpick  Lodge,  Bettyhill,  also  Mr.  Banbury, 
have  left  for  the  south.— W.  T.  Bkown  (  Ardgay,  N.B.). 

North-East  of  Scotland.  —  On  northern  waters 
salmon  anglers  have  had  a  roagh  time  of  it,  owing  to 
boiaterous  winds  and  storm  water.  The  heat  wave  of  last 
week  was  a  record  one  at  Aberdeen  for  April ;  74deg. 
were  registered,  a  point  not  touched  in  any  other  part  of 
the  kingdom,  and  the  like  of  which  has  not  been  experi- 
enced in  the  north  within  record.  The  result  was  that  the 
Dee,  Don,  Spey,  and  other  streams  were  all  too  big  for 
the  best  of  sport ;  in  fact,  all  out  of  it  on  many  parts  for 
any  sport  at  all.  Fish  are  getting  into  the  higher  reaches 
of  the  Dee,  and  a  grand  time  of  it  is  in  store  for  Her 
Majesty's  retinue  when  the  Court  comes  to  Balmoral  next 
week.  On  the  Inverciuld  water  Capt.  Holford  had 
a  fine  fish  of  131b.,  two  of  71b.  eich,  and  one  of 
91b. ;  while  Colonel  Morland  had  one  of  81b.  on 
the  same  water.  On  the  Fife  Arms  water  Mr.  Lamont 
had  two  of  71b.  and  81b.  On  the  Balmoral  waters 
the  royal  keepers  creeled  several  of  average  weights. 
On  the  Ballater  reaches.  Mr.  J.  B.  Millar,  angling  from 
the  Invercauld  Aimj  Hotel,  had  two,  of  91b.  each,  and 
one  of  61b.  ;  while  Mr.  Fergusaon  had  one  of  ejlb.,  and 
Mr.  Holland,  two,  of  71b.  and  7ilh.  respectively.  On  the 
Camhna  O'May  section.  Col.  Eddis  had  two  nice  fish  of 
about  101b.  each,  and  Mr.  C.  B.  Lucas,  two,  of  81b. ; 
while  Mc',)aarrie  had  one  of  81b.  On  the  Glentana  section 
fish  are  plentiful  bat  sport  slow,  on  account  of  the  snow 
broth  from  the  hUls.  On  the  Hnntly  Arms  Hotel  water, 
Mr.  Beaumont  creeled  two,  of  91b.  and  111b. ;  Mr.  Hall, 
two,  of  71b.  and  91b, ,  and  one  of  51b. ;  while  Mr.  Garford 
had  one  of  71b.,  and  one  of  81b.  ;  and  Professor  Cash, 
Aberdeen  University,  two,  of  5lb.  and  61b,,  one  of  o^lh., 
one  of  6:b.,  and  two,  of  71b.  and  81b.  On  the  Kincardine 
O'Neil  reaches  sport  has  been  good,  in  spite  of  the 
adverse  condition  of  the  river.  On  the  Dess  section,  Mr. 
James  B.  Thomycrcft  and  friends  creeled  five,  scaling 
from  71b.  to  91b. ;  while  Mr.  Walter  Davidson  had 
two,  of  71b,  and  81b,  On  the  Kincirdine  Lodge  section, 
Mr.  G.  C.  Boosey  landed  two,  of  BJlb.  and  101b, ; 
while  Mr.  E.  L,  Thorn  had  two,  of  61b,  and  71b, 
On  the  Carlogie  water,  Mr.  E.  L.  Thorne  had  also  five, 
ranging  from  71b.  to  171b.  ;  and  Mr.  H.  S.  Thorne,  two 
fish  of  61b.  and  81b.  ;  while  Mr.  Stanley  creeled  one  of 
8|lb.  On  the  Borrowstone  water,  W,  E.  Barclay  landed 
©ne  of  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Brocklehnrst,  two,  of  71b,  and  81b, ; 
and  Mr.  Wyckham,  one  of  61b.  On  the  Ballogie  section, 
the  Hen.  Chas.  Fitzwilliam,  Hon.  Mrs.  C.  Fitzwilliam, 
and  Mr.  Brocklehnrst  creeled  twenty-one  fish  for  the 
week,  ranging  from  61b.  to  141b.  On  the  upper  Blackball 
water,  Mr.  Murray  creeled  four,  ranging  from  61b.  to 
191b. ;  and  Mr.  Davies,  two,  of  81b.  and  7Jlb.  On  the 
Woodend,  Caimton,  and  lower  waters  an  oceaaional  fish 
bai  been  got,  but  river  too  big,  and  few  fresh  fish  coming 
op  as  yet.  On  the  Don  good  trouting  is  now  being  had, 
both  with  bait  and  fly,  especially  about  the  Alford  reaches. 
On  the  Ythan,  Mr.  Gor  Jon,  Ellon  Castle,  and  party  have 
had  fair  finnock  sport,  and  on  the  I  gie,  Mr.  Ingram, 
Edinburgh,  Messrs.  Taylor,  Mackay,  and  others  have  done 


exceedingly  well.  The  Aberdeen  rook  fishing  season 
comm«naed  last  week,  when  a  great  number  of  anglers 
were  out,  and  good  baskets  made  — G,  M. 

Or*hy  (SalmaUy  Hotel  Water).— April  13,  Sir 
Felix  Siemen,  London,  one  salmon,  lUb.  ;  14th,  Mr. 
O'Dell,  London,  one  salmon,  181b.  ;  17th,  Mr.  Thomson, 
London,  one  salmon,  151b. ;  20th,  Mr,  O'Dell,  London,  one 
salmon,  81h.;  2lBt,  Mr.  Thomson,  London,  two  salmon, 
91b.  and  171b  — D.  Fraseb. 

Oybell  (Oykellbridge,  via  IinKvg,  N.B.),— Mr. 
J.  B.  (i.  Moore,  of  Cookstown,  co.  Tyrone,  had  been  away 
for  a  tim3,  tub  another  angler  on  his  rod  from  Balnagown 
Arms  Hotel  fished  George's  Pool  on  2 ad  inst.,  and  got  an 
81b.  salmon  on  Junction  Pool;  and  on  6th,  another  8- 
pounder  on  [.Washerwoman's  Pool.  On  9th,  an  Hjlb. 
salmon  on  Bridge  Pool,  and  one  of  91b.  on  Junction.  On 
11th,  another  9-pounder  on  Junction.  On  the  Kinig  river, 
a  tributary  of  the  Oykell,  Mr.  Garrie,  heid  keeper, 
Loubcroy  Lodge,  caught  a  salmon  weighing  111b.  On 
14th,  Mr.  J.  B.  (i.  Moore  had  a  salmon  of  7 Jib.  on 
Junction  Pool.  On  17th,  an  11  Jib.  li  jh  on  Washerwoman's 
Pool;  on  18th,  two,  of  71b.  and  9lb.,  on  Stone  Pool,  besides 
a  10-pounder  on  Rock  Pool ;  on  19th,  one  of  101b.  on 
Washerwoman's  Pool ;  and  on  20th,  one  of  71b.  on  Rock 
Pool. 

Ojkell  (Langwell  Waters).— The  following  ex- 
cellent sport  has  been  got :  On  2Qd  inst.,  Mr.  Robertson, 
of  Kindence,  killed  four  salmon,  averaging  8Jlb. ;  and  on 
3rd,  Mr.  Bankes  had  four,  ranging  7|lb.  to  9Jlb.  On  4th, 
Capt.  Anderson  Ciught  one  salmon.  On  5th,  Mr.  Bankes 
had  three,  81b.  to  101b.;  on  0th,  two,  .sjlb.,  and  9|lb. ; 
one,  91b. ;  on  9th,  one,  91b.  ;  on  10th,  Captain  Anderson 
one,  91b. ;  on  11th,  same  angler,  two,  161b.  and  7Jlb. ;  on 
12th,  Mr.  Bankes,  four  salmon — two,  OJlb.  each,  and  two, 
91b.  each  ;  on  16th,  Mr.  Bankes  and  friend,  one  salmon  ;  on 
17th,  four ;  on  19th,  three;  on  20th,  one;  and  on  21st, 
two,  of  71b.  and  111b.— B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— Sinoe  the  beginning  of  the 
month  Mr.  A.  R.  Farrer  and  party  had  the  following 
sport :  On  2nd,  one  salmon,  71b.,  on  Home  Pool.  On  3rd, 
one,  >slb.,  on  Clarag.  On  5th,  one,  81b.,  on  Angus,  and  a 
9-pounder  on  Hector's.  On  7th,  two,  71b.  and  01b.,  on 
Gardener's.  On  9th,  two,  101b.  and  91b.,  on  Blaekstone  ; 
and  two,  81b.  and  91b.,  on  Home.  On  10th,  two,  81b.  and 
91b.,  on  Home.  On  14th,  one,  91b.,  on  Cruives.  On  16th, 
Mrs.  Jackson,  one,  91b.,  on  Little  Fall ;  Mr.  Johnson,  one, 
71b,,  on  Cruives;  and  Mr,  Farrer,  one,  81b.,  on  Black- 
stone.  On  17th,  Mr.  Johnson,  two,  one  of  81b.  on 
Cruives,  and  a  10-pounder  on  Blaekstone.  On  19th,  Mr. 
Evans  lauded  a  salmon  weighing  301b.  on  Clarag,  the 
heaviest  fish  of  the  season.  On  20th,  Mrs.  Farrer  caught 
two,  a  9-pounder  on  Smith,  and  one  of  71b.  on  Cruives  ; 
while  Miss  Evans  landed  a  20-pounder  on  Blaekstone  ;  and 
on  2l8t  the  same  lady  had  a  9-pounder  on  Blaekstone.  At 
the  beginning  of  this  week  the  prospects  were  promising. 
— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — All  the  Border  rivers  are 
running  low  and  clear  again  after  the  fioods.  Most  of  the 
salmon  casts  are  too  low  for  the  salmon  fly  this  week,  and 
anglers  are  confining  their  attention  to  yellow  trout 
fishing.  In  the  middle  stretches  of  the  different  rivers 
several  fair  catches  of  trout  have  been  reported.  With 
the  spell  of  fine  weather  prevailing  more  fly  have  been  on 
the  water,  and  trout  have  come  rapidly  into  order  during 
the  past  ten  days.  The  best  killing  flies  have  been  Green- 
well's  Glory,  the  Hare's  Ear  and  Woodcock,  and  the  Blue 
Dun.  In  the  Lower  Annan,  on  Thursday  evening  of  last 
week,  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  killed  a  spring  salmon  of  lUb.  in 
the  Brewery  stream,  and  he  had  one  on  the  previous  day  in 
the  Brewery  Pool.  Both  fish  were  taken  with  a  small 
silver  Devon  minnow.  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper  landed 
a  kelt  salmon  in  the  Mount  Annan  water  which  was  re- 
turned to  the  river,  and  several  kelts  were  hooked  on  other 
stretches.  Although  sea  trout  are  now  in  this  and  other 
Sol  way  rivers,  only  one  has  so  far  fallen  to  the  rods.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  season  sea  trout  are  most  diflioult  to 
lure  to  the  fly,  especially  when  the  waters  are  clear  and 
low.  A  number  of  nice  yellow  trout  have  been  taken  in 
the  Wamphray  and  Moffat  sections  of  this  river.  St. 
Mary's  Loch  has  given  good  sport  to  visitors,  several 
pretty  catches  of  yellow  trout  were  taken  during  the 
Easter  holidays.  In  the  Dumfries  Nith  the  sport  is  of 
little  interest  this  week  in  consequence  of  the  streams 
running  low  and  clear.  List  week  several  nice  catches 
were  made  in  the  Cluden  and  Cairn  waters,  and  moderate 
baskets  were  reported  from  the  Mid-Nithsdale  portion. 
A  goodly  number  of  visitors  were  out  on  the  Ken  of  New 
Galloway,  and  three  anglers  from  Hexham  House  had  good 
sport.  Higher  up  the  river  a  few  trout  were  also  taken. 
One  or  two  rods  were  out  from  the  Loohinvar  of  Dairy  on 
the  loch  there.  The  trout  in  the  lochs  are  not  in  such 
good  order,  but  they  are  improving  rapidly.  Up  by 
Carsphairn  of  Galloway  good  baskets  will  be  had  with  the 
first  flood.  Nothing  is  reported  from  the  Fleet  of  Gate- 
house, the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire,  or  the  Urr  of 
Dalbeattie  this  week.  Fair  spDrt  was  had  in  the  Ayrshire 
part  of  the  country  by  visitors,  and  angling  has  now  com- 
menced on  Loch  Finlas  of  Dalmellington,  as  also  on  Loch 
Doon,  More  spring  salmon  and  sea  trout  are  being  caught 
in  the  stake  nets  near  Annan,  and  the  poke  netters  have 
taken  some  very  fine  salmon  this  week.  The  salmon  are 
running  in  weights  from  about  71b,  to  181b,,  and  sea 
trout  from  1  Jib.  to  1  jib.  The  sea  trout,  it  will  be  noticed, 
are  light  in  weight,  but  as  the  season  advances  they  always 
increase  in  size.  The  prospects  for  the  coming  week  are 
not  bright  for  the  rods. — Heatheebell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers,— 
The  rivers  during  the  past  week  have  been  in  fair  angling 
order,  and  both  trout  and  salmon  anglers  have  had  no 
ciuse  to  complain,  Salmon  anglers  are  having  fair  sport. 
In  the  way  of  baskets  of  trout  killed  on  the  Tweed,  Mr, 
Garside,  Worksop,  had  101b.  on  Tuesday ;  on  the  same  river, 
Mr.  T,  Marris,  Worksop,  had  a  fairly  good  basket  of  trout ; 


while  Dr.  Fairley,  Worksop,  had  also  a  few  nice  trout.  On 
the  Teviot,  on  Tueediy,  Mr.  J.  Cant,  Kelso,  had  01b.  of 
trout.  Mr.  J.  Mabon  has  had  two  baskets,  of  4'.b.  and 
5Jlb.,onthe  Tweed  this  week ;  and  Mr.  A,  Steel,  jan., 
has  killed  one  bull  trout  of  41b.  and  three  baskets  of 
common  trout,  all  on  Tweed,  weighing  41b  ,  61b,,  an! 
4Jlb.  On  Tuesday,  on  Wooden  Mill  Dam,  Mr.  John 
ifurray  killed  three  pike,  weighing  respectively  8ib.,  51b., 
and  31b, ;  and  on  the  Saturday  previous  he  had  two  others 
in  the  same  place,  which  turned  the  scale  at  .olb.  and  6!b. 
The  Tweed  ust  now  seems  to  be  teeming  with  both  pike 
and  grayling.  Of  lite  those  who  have  been  moat 
succeesful  amongst  the  big  fish  we  may  mention 
Mr.  Adam  Elliot,  Caverton,  who,  on  the  Teviot, 
had  a  fine  spring  salmon  on  Monday  week  of 
Olb.  ;  Major  Paton,  of  Crailin;,  en  the  same  river, 
had  two  nice  spring  fish  ii  cne  day's  aiijlinaf.  On 
the  Teviot,  Mr.  Geo.  Lees,  Albert-place,  Kelso,  has  bad 
two  mixed  baskets  of  trout  and  grayling,  each  basket 
weighing  101b.  Captain  P.  M.  French,  cii  the  Till,  had 
a  6Jlb,  salmon  ;  on  the  Tweed,  one  of  Sjlb.,  cn  the  same 
river  on  Saturday,  he  had  a  couple  of  fifch  of  81b.  anl 
91b.  respectively.  On  Men  lay,  he  had  again  two  salmon 
of  8ilb.  ani  7ib.,  and  on  the  followin?  day,  cn  the 
Till,  he  had  one  salmon  of  71b.  weight.  Mr.  W.  Stoddart, 
the  keeper,  on  the  Tweed,  killed  cue  salmon  of  131b.— 

MAXV7fIEEr,, 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballina  (Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels  and 
Gortnorabbey  Hotel,  Lougfh  Conn).  —  Fishing 
weather  at  last  has  come,  and  1  am  pleased  to  state  that  the 
following  gentlemen  have  been  successful :  Mr.  Barns,  on 
the  22ad,  killed  a  nic3  silraon,  weighing  141b.,  also  a  sice 
basket  of  trout,  weighing  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Harper  and  friend 
are  making  nice  baskets  of  trout ;  best  basket  nineteen 
trout.  I  can  safely  recommend  anglers  to  pay  us  a  vieit, 
particularly  to  Lough  Conn  —The  Manager, 

Ballina  (Uoy  Hotel  Private  Waters).— Water  in 
good  order,  with  south  winds,  and  a  fine  lot  of  fish  on  the 
pools;  the  weirs  are  fishing  well,  and  so  are  the  nets,  but 
there  are  very  few  anglers  out,  a  few  on  the  lake,  but  have 
done  very  little  up  to  the  present.  There  should  ba  some 
sport  next  wetk,  as  the  weather  is  settling  dowa,  and  the 
cold  is  all  gone, — John  De\  ers. 

Ballinskelligs.  —  Sport  is  now  good  at  pollack, 
gurnard,  and  whiting,  the  best  takes  being  had  near 
Horse  Island,  on  the  ocean  side.  Mackerel  are  coming 
into  the  bay,  and  a  few  of  these  latter  fish  have  been 
picked  up  by  anglers  while  trolling  for  pollack.  Hock 
fishing  will  shortly  commence.  Bass  are  coming  in  about 
the  estuary  of  the  Inney. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore,— Pollack  are  now  giving  good  sport  at  and 
around  this  station.  Mackerel  are  arriving  in  vast  shoals 
off  the  coast,— T,  J,  D, 

Bann  (Coleraine), — The  Banu  is  tou'ng  down  here. 
Salmon  hive  been  noted,  but  none  killed.  Much  indig- 
nation is  expressed  amongst  local  anglers  at  the  tax  to  be 
imposed  on  trout  fishers.  The  coonoil  his  taken  the 
matter  up.  This  week  the  weather  is  rather  chilly,  ani 
trout  are  not  inclined  to  rise  freely. — J.  A.  B. 

Bann  (Eilrea). — Beautiful  springlike  weather,  with 
soft  showers  and  sunshine,  has  taken  the  place  of  the  cold 
piercing  east  winds  and  showers  of  sleet  and  rain  that  were 
experienced  in  the  early  part  of  April.  This  has  ciused 
the  river  to  be  fast  coming  into  angling  order,  and  before 
this  report  meets  the  eyes  of  your  readers  all  the  shallows 
will  be  at  the  proper  height  for  successful  brown  trout 
angling.  The  Blue  Dan  is  very  plentiful  all  over  the 
surface,  and  trout  are  taking  them  in  the  eddies  close  to 
the  banks  even  in  the  deep  reaches.  Among  the  eel  weirs 
at  the  foot  of  the  rapids  at  Kilrea  trout  are  rising  freely. 
May  and  the  early  part  of  June  always  gave  the  best 
records  on  this  section  of  the  river.  Trout  are  also  rising 
on  the  shallows  above  the  weir  wall  at  Toome.  These 
trout  are  small,  running  about  six  to  the  lb.,  but  sport  can 
be  obtained  with  these  earlier  in  the  season  than  with  the 
larger  fish  that  rise  on  the  reach  under  the  weir.  Trout 
hive  been  taken  here  during  the  last  season  on  the  fly 
scaling  over  lOlb.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast. — This  week  the.  weather  was  rather  chilly, 
and  trout  by  no  means  rose  freely  to  the  fly  on  the  dams. 
On  the  North,  or  Wojdburn  Dam,  Mr.  W.  J.  Heaney 
killed  nine  nice  fish,  and  Mr.  John  Cuff,  an  English 
gentleman,  had  a  dozen  on  Tuesday.  Killing  fly,  Black 
and  Silver  with  gold  body.  Mr.  Agnew  had  also  some 
success.  Mr.  George  Ward,  on  Crossgar  river,  killed 
seven  very  nice  trout,  and  on  Clady  Dam  Mr.  E.  Hunter 
and  Mr.  S.  T.  Taylor  had  some  trout  last  Friday.  The 
Ulster  Anglers'  Association,  lately  formed  in  Belfast,  is 
rapidly  gaining  in  membership. — J.  A.  B. 

Bnndrowes  (oo.  Donegal).— Very  bright  weather 
prevailed  during  all  the  past  week,  and  in  consequence 
sport  on  the  river  was  not  generally  good,  Mr.  E.  F, 
Bisshopp  landed  one  salmon  of  9Ib.  on  20th  inst.  Com- 
mander Pulley,  R.N.,  landed  one  salmon,  weighing  111b  , 
on  23rd  inst.  The  river  is  keeping  in  beautiful  fishing 
order,  and  the  weather,  at  time  of  writing,  has  become 
cloudy  and  changeable  looking,  and  better  sport  should 
be  had  soon. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons, 

Castletown  (co.  Cork), — Sport  is  now  good  here  at 
pollack  and  cod.  The  mackerel  fishing  is  improving,  but 
is  backward  for  the  season  still.  Gurnard  and  whiting  are 
not  yet  numerous  on  the  usual  fishing  grounds. — T.  J.  D. 

Cork  Rivers. — Sport  continues  good  on  all  the 
principal  Cork  rivers  since  list  report,  though  the  weather 
on  the  whole  was  not  very  favourable.  The  prospects  for 
the  next  few  diya  are  good,  though  the  weather  is  getting 
sultry.  The  waters,  however,  are  stUl  in  fair  order,  and 
salmon  appear  to  be  numerous. — T.  J.  U. 

Corxib  (Oalway). — The  river  is  toning  down  after 
the  rise  of  last  week.  The  fishing  stands  are  exceptionally 
well  stocked  with  salmon  just  now,  and  a  lot  of  fish  mnst 
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have  got  through  to  the  upper  waters  during  the  recent 
spates.  Amonggt  those  out  lately  were  Colonel  Parker, 
Mr.  Cunliffe,  Mr.  Randall,  and  Mr.  Smyth.  The  prawn, 
up  to  dite,  has  accounted  for  the  majority  of  the  salmon 
killed.  During  the  high  state  of  the  water  considerable 
numbers  of  kelt  salmon  dropped  down  to  the  sea — which 
was  rather  late  for  them.  The  Yellow  Goldfinch  has 
proved  a  good  lure  this  season. — J.  A.  B. 

Ding'le. — Daring  the  last  few  days  some  good  sport 
has  been  had  at  various  kinds  of  fish,  principally  pollack, 
ling,  and  gurnard.  The  mackerel  fishing  is  now  good  in 
this  district.— T.  J.  D, 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Blackwater  was  rather 
high  for  fly  fishing  up  till  this  week.  It  is  now  in  fair 
order.  Fishing  the  B  suburb  eectiona,  a  local  angler  killed 
seven  trout,  heaviest  21b. ;  and  some  other  locil  men  bad 
a  few  trout.  The  Ballinderry  is  in  order,  but  nothing  of 
importiuce  to  record.  This  season,  up  to  the  present,  has 
bean  exceptionally  poor  in  trouting.  A  lot  of  pike  have 
been  killed.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Some  fine 
trjut  were  taken  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Erne  during 
the  past  week.  In  the  net  and  box  fishery  some  fine 
salmon  continue  to  be  git,  weighing  from  91b.  to  27 Jib., 
and  salmon  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  having  some 
tight  lines  on  the  old  Erne  very  soon  now  amongst  the 
salmon. — M.  Rogan  axd  Sox. 

Olenlongrh  (Sneem).— Sport  is  now  very  gjod  in  the 
line  of  pollack  and  ling.  On  Monday  a  party  of  four  got 
thirty-seven  lin?  and  twenty-eight  pollack  in  about  four 
hours  in  deep  water  at  about  350yds.  from  the  shore. 
Mackerel  are  now  arriving  in  vast  shoala  at  the  estuary 
mouth,  but  80  far  none  have  been  taken  near  this  station. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  haa  generally  been  of  a  fair 
description  on  the  above  waters  since  last  report,  though 
the  weither  on  the  whole  has  been  rather  against  angling. 
The  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  pretty  good. 
Sport  has  been  fair  amongst  trout  on  the  minor  waters. 
Sea  trout  are  arriving. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — Since  the  late  rain  trouting  improved 
somewhat.  Mr.  Donahue,  last  week,  killed  two  salmon, 
141b.  and  151b.  respectively.  A  rainbow  trout,  5oz.,  was 
taken  on  the  middle  lake,  one  of  the  lot  put  in  last  year  by 
the  conservators  from  the  Muckross  hatchery.  Last 
Saturday  50,000  rainbow  and  Lochleven  trout  were  put 
into  the  lakes  by  the  conservators. — J.  A.  B. 

Iiee  (CO.  Cork).— There  has  been  a  falling  off  in 
salmon  fishing  since  last  report.  The  river  is  getting  low 
and  clear,  and  rain  ig  much  required.  On  Ashton  and 
Warrensoonrt,  Mr.  T.  A.  Jameson,  51b.,  7ilb.,  91b.,  91b,, 
lOJlb.  Carrigadrohid.  Capt.  Carter,  R. A.,  rib.,  81b.  On 
Nettleville,  Mr.  G.  Haynes,  lOlb. ;  Col.  Broderiok,  8ib., 
101b.  On  Leehane  and  Farran.  Mr.  Samuel  Haynes,  5 Jib., 
9Jlb  ,  Mr.  John  BuUen,  91b.,  Rev.  Mr.  Wood,  101b.  On 
Cronody,  Mr.  E.  Pike,  101b. ;  on  Pargus,  Mr.  Henry 
Austen,  B  L,,  61b. ;  Castlelynob,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  81b.— 
W.  Hayxes  and  Son. 

Longh  Cnrrane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  good  considering  the  unfavourable  weather  had 
since  last  report.  The  following  are  details  of  the  salmon 
fishing  since  last  report :  Major  Cresswell,  three  Ealmon  ; 
Mr.  Mason,  three;  Mr.  Merry  weather,  one,  and  Ned 
Dennehy,  four.  The  fish  averaged  about  lllb.  Sea  trout 
are  arriving. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiongli  Melvin.— Good  sport  was  had  on  the  lake 
during  the  past  week  amoBgat  both  salmon  and  trout. 
The  following  are  the  particulars  :  Mr.  Walker  landed  one 
salmon  of  91b.  on  20th  inst. ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Troupe,  another  of 
91b.  on  same  day  ;  Mr.  Meenan,  two  falmon  of  91b.  each  ; 
Dr.  Smith  Imded  three  salmon  on  2let,  23rd,  and  24th 
insta.,  of  81b.,  91b.,  and  111b.  respectively;  Capt.  V.  W. 
Jones  landed  one  salmon  of  81b.,  and  fifteen  trout  (largest 
trout  a  gillaroo  weighing  1  Jib. ) ;  Mr.  Kodgera  landed  one 
silmon  of  10!b.  on  20th  inst. ;  Mr.  H.  Kane  took  two 
trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of  41b.  and  5Jlb.  on  19th  inst, ;  Mr.  A. 
Murphy  landed  one  salmon  of  lOJlb.  on  23rd  inat. ;  Mr. 
Rutledge,  another  of  81b.  on  24th  inst.  ;  Mr.  J.  Irvine 
landed  a  fine  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of  Tib.  on  2l8t  inst. 
Trouting  waa  much  better  during  the  past  week,  and  a 
good  many  baakets  of  gillaroo  and  brown  trout  were 
tiken,  containing  from  einht  to  twenty-three  trout. 
Messra.  Morgan,  A.  J.  Woods,  Hayden,  Donagher, 
T.  Gilroy,  &e.,  were  amongst  the  most  successful  trout 
anglers. — M.  Eooan  and  Sonk. 

Loufh  Neagfli.— Daring  the  piat  fortnight  there  has 
been  a  great  falling  off  in  trout  netting.  The  steady  traffic 
ia  kelt  tront  and  salmon  during  the  cloaing  months  of  the 
close  season  ia  seriously  d  imaging  the  fisheriei.  Yet  the 
Coleraine  Board  _  of  Oonaarvators  with  characteristic 
iupineners  takes  trifling  measures  to  suppress  it  or  prevent 
poaching.  It  ia  nototious  that  all  the  nets  employed  by 
the  fishers  are  not  licensed.  On  the  Maine  and  Moyola 
trouting  up  to  date  haa  bjen  indifferent— the  chilly 
weather  being  largely  responsible. — .1 .  A.  B. 

Moy,  Longhs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo).— l  ine  weather  here  at  last,  and  river  and  loughs 
in  good  order.  Mr.  liurna,  one  salmon,  141b. ;  Mr. 
Harper,  one  salmon,  91b. ;  Mr.  Beatman,  one  aalmon, 
131b.  Trout  anglers  on  the  loughs  are  doing  fairly  well. 
The  best  take  for  one  day  was  got  by  Mr.  Wallace — nin? 
trout,  14Jlb. — Pat  Hkaknks, 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).— We  have  had  another 
rise  of  water,  but  it  is  now  settled  down  again  to  a  nice 
height,  and  the  weather  \a  excellent.  On  Doonasa,  Mr. 
(;.  C.  VVilliarns  killed,  April  21,  one  aalmon,  221b.  On 
Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed  one  aalmon,  231b.,  on  20th. 
On  the  same  fishery,  Mrs.  Cripp:4  killed  one  aalmon,  14lb., 
on  22nd.  On  Newgarden,  Mrs.  Crippa  killed,  2t8t,  two 
salmon,  l-'Mb.  and  1  tlb. ;  22ad,  one  salmon,  121b.  On 
Hermitage,  Mr,  W.  Piers  .Jones  killed  one  salmon,  111b., 


on  23rd.  On  Woodlands,  Sir  H.  B.  Meredyth,  Bart., 
killed  two  salmon,  lllb.  and  151b.,  on  19th,— John 
Enright  and  Sox. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Deal.— On  April  22  wind  southerly  and  fine.  Mr.  F.  G. 
Longstaff  decided  to  try  hia  luck  inaide  the  Goodwin,  and 
sncceeded  in  landing  twenty-two  whiting ;  and  on  Monday 
I  went  with  the  same  gentleman  in  a  galley  punt  to  the 
Fork  Buoy,  and  we  landed  117  whiting,  two  dabs,  one 
large  pout,  two  dogs.  Tuesday  a  few  boats  put  out,  and 
landed  from  three  to  five  score  per  boat.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  too  much  wind  for  fishing.  —  Edward 
Hanger. 

Plymouth. — Fine  weather  aeems  to  have  settled  in 
for  good.  We  thought  we  were  going  to  have  a  change 
yesterday,  but  it  did  not  come.  Several  of  the  yachts  and 
bolts  are  at  their  moorings,  and  several  ready  to  be 
launched.  The  spring  pollack  have  not  come  in  yet,  but 
they  can  be  taken  outside  the  breakwater,  the  favourite 
bait  bsing  the  red  sand  eel,  and  we  find  that  it  improves 
the  taking  quality  if  we  put  a  white  fly  on  abort  looped 
gut  about  2ft.  up  the  trace  as  a  dropper.  The  trace,  of 
course,  ahould  be  single  salmon  gat.  Basa  are  showing 
up  at  Penlee  and  the  Rame.  Tijey  have  been  tiken  for 
some  weeks  down  in  Whitsand  Bay,  but  they  are  coming 
further  eastward,  ao  they  may  sport  at  any  time  from 
Penlee  Point  or  the  breakwater.  Rod  fishing  from  the 
piers  is  carried  on  as  usual. — William  Hearder 
(B.8.A.S.). 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).  —  Sport  has  been  poor 
lately.  Some  eels,  flounders,  pollack,  smelts,  and  a  few 
daba  have  been  taken  from  the  landing  stages.  Pouting 
and  little  bass  are  coming  on  again,  and  the  boatmen  have 
done  fairiy  well  at  the  pouting  hole  just  off  the  head  of 
the  pier.— W.  E.  Laker. 


Jingling  ^^ijefwres. 

April  30.  ' 

Amicable  Waltoniana  :  A.B.S.  concBrt. 

A.B  S.:  Prize  distribution. 

Globe  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

St.  George  and  Dragon  :  Prize  fund  conceit. 

Stockwell :  Lantei  n  lecture  and  concert. 
May  1. 

Brunawick  Brothers :  Visit. 

CoUingwood  :  Annual  dinner. 

Cosy  :  Benefit  concert. 

Gresham :  Paper  by  Mr.  Dickens. 

Wellington :  Annual  dinner. 
May  2. 

Anchor  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Hounslow  and  Isleworth  :  Annual  dinner. 

Richmond  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
May  3. 

Hatcbam  Brothers :  Annual  supper. 
Oglander :  Annual  dinner. 


May    7.— Clerkenwell  Visiting  List :  Visit. 
II      7. — Hearts  of  Oak  :  Supper. 
,,      8. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 
,,      8. — Golden  Barbel :  Annual  dinner. 
,,      8. — Silver  Trout:  Annual  dinner. 
,,      9. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 
,,      9. — Original  Clerkenwell :  A.B.S.  concert. 
,,      9. — Royal  George  :  Annual  supper. 
,,      9. — Walham  Green  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,      9. — Walworth  Waltonians  :  Annual  dinner. 

I,  10. — Allaaon  United  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  10. — Harcourt :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  10. — Peckham  Brothers :  Annual  dinner. 

,1  11. — Cobden  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  14. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Visit. 

„  14. — Stepney  :  Distribution. 

,,  15. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  15. — Brunswick  Brothers  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  15. — Elgin:  A.B.S.  concert. 

,,  10. — Amicable  Waltoni ins  :  Distribution. 

,,  16. — Highbury  :  Annual  supper  and  distribution. 

,,  16. — Stratford  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

„  17. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  17. — Wenlock :  Distribution  and  annual  general 
meeting. 

,,  21.— Merry  Anglers;  Benefit  concert. 

,,  21.— Clapham  Junction  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  22. — Friendship  :  Distribution. 

,,  22. — Gresham  :  Paper  by  Rev.  E.  Meyer. 

,,  22. — Lincoln  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  22. — White  Hart :  Distribution  and  concert. 

,,  23. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

,,  24. — Blenheim:  Dinner  and  distribution. 

„  24. — Sundial :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  27. — Second  Surrey  :  Annual  dinner. 

, ,  27. — Walthamstow  Brothers ;  Outing  to  Broxboume. 

,,  28. — Blackfriars  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  29. — Seymour  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  30.— Original  Alexandra  :  Distribution. 


Niiws  IS  Food  fou  Active  Minus,  especially  in  those  days  of 
quick  communication,  when  we  are  enabled  within  a  few  hourn 
to  know  what  Ih  taking  place  at  the  other  end  of  the  world.  The 
mcritfl  of  IIolloway'B  Pills  and  Ointment,  which  have  been 
familiar  for  over  half  a  century  amongRt  ell  civiliRed  people, 
have  hcen  still  more  widely  spread  owing  to  tboNO  faeilitiea.  'J'o 
the  natiTOB  in  the  uttermost  parts  of  Iniiia,  Africa,  Austmlla, 
and,  indeed,  to  tho  whole  human  family,  these  remedies  have 
liccn  amongst  the  most  precious  gifts  of  civilisation.  'I'hey  cure 
diseBse  and  relievo  tho  most  acute  |iairi.  In  eases  of  fever,  ague, 
and  liver  and  stomach  complaints  they  are  unei|uallod,  whilst  for 
wounds,  bruises,  sures,  .kc.,  they  are  the  best  known  remedies. 


laeptts  torn  Clu&s 

We  heg  to  rejnind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thnrsday 

Bv«nine.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District) 
Visitingr  List.— The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the 
Brunswick  Brothers  A.8.,  Cherry  Tree,  Brunswick-road, 
Bromley-by-Bow,  on  Tuesday  next,  May  1.  Anglers  and 
friends  who  will  favour  us  with  their  company  will  oblige. 
— G.  Manning. 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  TJxbridge-street,  Nottirg  Hill  Gate.  W.— 
The  tenth  annual  dinner  takes  place  at  Duke  of  Sussex 
Hotel,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  on  May  10. 
Will  be  pleased  to  receive  prizes  promised  as  early  aa 
possible,  to  enable  me  to  get  the  lists  completed.  I 
thank  those  who  have  sent  in  theirs.  All  members  to 
clear  the  books  by  May  2.  Dinner  tickets  ready  then. — 
Ben. 

Amicable  Brothers'  Ang'ling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury. — We  had  a  good 
meeting  last  night.  Our  forty-sixth  annual  supper  takea 
place  on  Tuesday,  May  8.  Members  note  we  have  three 
trout  prizes  to  fish  for.  Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
onMay23.—G.  Haynes. 

Admiral  Blake  Angeling  Society,  Admiral  Blake, 
Ladbroke-grove,  W. — All  members  should  attend  next  Mon. 
day  evening  to  decide  as  to  annual  supper.  All  membera 
should  clear  the  books  before  the  commencement  of  the 
season. — H.  Langton. 

Amicable  Waltouian  Angfling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell.— 
Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  at  the  above 
on  Wednesday,  May  16,  when  it  is  hoped  that  all  members 
will  be  present.  The  Anglers'  Benevolent  concert  takes 
place  on  Monday,  April  30,  and  we  trust  to  see  as  many 
anglers  and  frienda  who  can  attend  on  this  occasion. 
Members  are  particularly  riquested  to  attend  next 
Wednesday  evening  on  important  business.  —  E.  R. 
Embleton. 

Anchor  Pishing  Society,  Druid's  Head  Hotel, 
Market-place,  Kingston-on-Thames. — The  annual  dinner 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  May  2,  at  the  above  address. 
The  chair  will  be  taken  at  7.30  p.m.  (sharp),  by  the 
president,  Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill.  The  prizes  won  during 
the  past  season  will  be  presented  during  the  evening.  The 
general  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  April  24.— P.  J, 

COLLIN.S. 

Batteraea  Friendly  Angling  Scolaty,  Nag's 

Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— Our  annual  dinner  takes 
place  on  May  15,  also  distiibution  of  prizes.  Memberg 
are  requested  to  forward  their  prizes  as  soon  as  possible. 
We  hope  to  enjoy  a  very  pleasant  evening ;  anglers  and 
friends  are  cordially  invited. — A.  De.ionge. 

Blaokfiriars  An^llngr  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  8.B.— Onr  meeting  was  well  attended 
on  Wednesday  evening  last,  when  we  arranged  to  bring  off 
supper  and  distribution  cf  prizes  on  Monday,  May  28. 
Should  like  to  see  all  members  attend  next  Wednesday  to 
settle  final  arrangements  for  same.  Several  members 
have  arranged  to  accompany  the  St.  Alban's  Anglers  to 
their  dinner  at  Mr.  Simpson's,  the  Arun  Hotel,  on  May  13, 
WiU  all  members  in  arrears  settle  up  next  Wednesday, 
being  our  last  subscription  night  of  the  old  season  F— J. 
Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angrlin^  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill. — We  got  through  a  lot 
of  business  at  our  general  meeting,  the  principal  of  which 
waa  fixing  a  date  for  our  supper,  which  we  hope  to  make 
an  annual  affair  ;  and  we  decided  to  have  a  distribution  of 
prizes  and  concert,  at  which  there  will  be  a  collection  for  the 
A.B.S.  On  same  date.  May  24,  we  also  went  through  the 
rules,  added  two  or  three  necessary  clauses  which  were 
overlooked  on  our  first  starting.  Also  fixed  a  date  for  a 
brake  outing  to  Boxmoor  for  July  1,  which  is  looking 
forward  with  a  vengeance.  There  will  be  several  prizes  to 
fiah  for,  including  one  or  two  for  visitors,  of  which  further 
particulars  will  be  given  later  on. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angrlingf  Soolety.  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— Wednesday  next, 
May  2,  will  be  audit  night,  Mr.  R.  Lummes  and  Mr. 
F.  W.  Stocker  being  the  auditors  appointed.  All  mem- 
bera are  particularly  requested  to  attend,  as  we  have 
several  important  matters  to  decide. — T.  Patkrnoster. 

Barling-ton  Piscatorlals,  Burlington  Hotel, 
Burlington-road,  W. — The  annual  general  meeting  took 
place  on  April  18.  The  balance-sheet  having  been  audited, 
showed  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  a  little 
over  which,  for  a  small  club,  was  considered  very 
satisfactory.  Meaars.  G.  A.  Boughton  and  C.  Honderaon 
were  elected  president  and  vice  respectively ;  Mr.  0. 
Revill,  the  proprietor,  treasurer ;  and  J.  W.  Morgan, 
secretary.  After  other  business  had  been  transacted,  a 
pleasant  meeting  terminated.— J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  Heath  Erothare  Angling  Coolcty, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop'a-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — No  trout  yet  to  weigh-in,  but  one  in  case  haa 
arrived  from  Cooper's,  taken  by  Mr.  Anderson  last  May, 
and  looka  very  nice.  Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on 
May  17,  when  several  distinguished  visitors  will  be  present. 
Our  return  visit  (No.  1  Eastern  District)  will  take  plaos 
on  Monday,  May  14.  I  bog  to  remind  members  to  ahoir 
up  early  next  Tuesday,  ao  that  a  detachment  cin  go  to  the 
Brunswick  Brothers'  return  visit.  We  are  holding  a 
concert  on  '  behalf  of  the  well-known  roach  rod  maker, 
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Oh&rley  Evans,  on  May  21,  who  haa  been  laid  up  for  the 
last  sis  months,  besides  losing  an  ezpeusive  liwsuit. — 
P.  E.  LojT. 

CMndea  Ansrlingr  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— Members  are 
reminded  that  Wednesday  next  is  the  annual  meeting 
night,  when  we  hive  some  important  business  on  the 
books.  Should  like  to  see  a  go;  d  muster  on  thit  oociti^n, 
as  it  will  make  a  difference  in  arranging  cancart,  sappsr, 
4c,— K.  Marshall. 

ClApluun  .Jiuiotion  liagling  SosUij,  Tae 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Olapham  Junotion,  S.W.— 
The  general  meeting  takes  place  on  May  2,  when  auditors' 
report  will  bs  read,  and  important  business  brought 
forward.  I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  donors  of  prizes 
will  forward  on  tame  as  soon  as  possible,  as  our  26th 
aonnal  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizss  will  take  place  on 
Monday,  May  21,  at  8.30  sharp.— G.  T.  Jameson, 

Clapham  Stroll «ra  Angrlln?  Society.  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — There  will  bs  a  special 
meeting  on  Tuesday  next  to  decide  several  important 
matters.     The  attendance  of  all  members  is  speciiUy 
reoaested. — J.  Bishop. 
Clerkenwell   and  District  United  Vieitlng 
:  List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the 
Amicable  Waltonians  at  the  St.  George  and  Dragon,  St. 
John-street,  on  Monday,  May  7.    Do  not  forget  the 
;  annual  prize  fund  concert  at  the  St,  George  and  Dragon 
on  Monday  next,  April  30. — F.  Castell. 

Collingwood  Ang;lln|r  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blaokfriars-road,  8.E. — Members  and 
,  frienda  please  don'c  forget  that  the  annual  dinner  and 
1  distribution  is  on  Tuesday,  May  1.  Nice  little  conceit 
i  afterwards.  Our  president,  M.  J.  Jeffrey  ("  Straw  Hat") 
:  will  preside.— Fr A. VK  P.  Surge. 

Cosy  Angliag  aSoolety,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
:  street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — We  have  a  smoking 
I  concert  on  Tuesday,  May  1,  for  the  benefit  of  our  esteemed 
I  member,  Mr.  G.  Holman,  who  has  been  in  ill  health  for 
!  lome  time,  and  is  now  in  need  of  assistanca.  I  hope  all 
[  old  friends  and  brother  anglers  will  assist  on  this  occasion. 
,  —J.  White. 

;  Dalston  Angling  Society.  Brownlow  Arms, 
!  Browniow-street,  Dalston. — On  April  24  there  wag  a  very 
good  attendance,  when  the  balance-sheet  for  the  pist 
quarter  was  presented  and  accspted.  The  delegates  also 
give  their  report.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday  next  to  decide  where  the  annual  dinner  shall  take 
place,  and  when  the  prizes  shill  be  distributed. 
Gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes  wUl  oblige  by  for- 
warding same  at  their  earliest  convenience. — 8.  Malbt. 

Dlbain  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Piatt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — The  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  of  the  above  will  take  place  on 
Monday,  May  14,  when  we  hope  to  see  a  goodly  nnmbar 
assembled.  Tickets  for  above  miy  be  obtained  at  club- 
house. Gentlemen  who  have  kindly  promised  prizes  are 
requested  to  forward  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  oblige — 

E.  COLTMAN. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — A  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  will  be 
held  at  the  above  society  on  Monday,  April  30.  All 
anglers  and  friends  will  be  made  welcome.  Oar  twenty- 
first  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  will  take  place 
on  Monday,  May  7.  We  had  a  very  successful  season, 
Mr.  C.  Stebbinga  taking  the  lead  with  1701b.  gross  weight. 
He  also  leads  for  specimens  with  five,  Mr,  Hoggett  being 
next  with  three.  Four  of  these  fish  are  being  preserved, 
and  when  finished  will  make  a  total  of  fifty-three  ca,ses  in 
the  club — W-  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
tJnion-ctreet,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — Will  members 
come  up  and  clear  the  books,  as  our  dinner  takes  placj  on 
May  8 ;  aiio  the  prizes  will  be  distributed.  Will  all 
having  promised  prizes  please  forward  same  ?  Shall 
be  glad  to  see  any  fritnls  at  the  presentation. — A.  W. 
Ellins. 

Barconrt  Angling  Society,  Haroourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W. — Oar  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  takes  place  on  Thursday,  May  10.  In  the  mean- 
time, I  trust  all  the  members  who  wish  to  attend  the 
(upper  will  send  me  their  names,  so  that  we  can  tell  how 
many  to  cater  for.  I  hope  to  see  them  all  there  on  that 
occasion, — A.  E.  Payne. 

Hfttsham  Brothers  Angling  locietf,  N'ictoria 
Tavern,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross,  8.E. — The  annual 
supper  of  the  above  will  take  placa  on  Thursday,  May  3, 
at  8,30,  after  which  a  concert  will  take  place,  when 
any  angling  friends  will  be  welcome. — W.  Tarky. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Soolety,  Ye  Ulde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Will  members  kindly 
take  notice  that  our  sapper  takes  place  on  Monday,  May  7  ^ 
We  are  still  making  members,  and  open  to  receive  more. 
— H.  Bagshaw. 

Honnslow  and  Zsleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Fricce  Regent,  High-street,  Honnslow. — At  our  meeting 
on  April  25  twenty-one  members  were  present.  Mr. 
Wyse-Foiter  took  the  chair.  Seven  new  members  were 
elected,  and  another  proposed  for  election  next  week.  On 
May  2  we  hold  our  first  annual  dinner.  Dr.  Gordon  iu  the 
chair.  We  expect  a  large  gathering,  and  an  admirable 
musical  programme  has  been  arranged  under  the  direction 
of  Messrs,  J'  h a  Morgan  and— J.  M.  Brougham, 

lalin  it  .  n  Bri;ther  j  Angling  Seciety,  Myddleton 
A;m),  Canonbnry-road. — We  met  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr. 
Clark  in  be  chair,  when  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting 
were  real  and  confirmed.  Tuesday  next,  May  1,  will  be 
general  meeting  night,  when  I  hope  all  members  will  show 
np,  as  there  is  a  lot  of  bnsiness  to  transact. — J.  H. 
Hebbert. 

isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 

Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — It  was  decided 
at  a  special  meeting  held  on  Wednesday,  April  25,  that 


for  the  future  the  society  hold  its  meetings  at  Mr.  A. 
Caley's.  George  the  Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackuey- 
road,  N.E,— H.  B. 

Jnbilee  Angling  Society.  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington.  —  Having  arranged  for  our 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizss  to  take  place  at 
the  above  house  on  May  22,  will  gentlemen  who  have 
kindly  promised  prizes  send  them  on  at  their  earliest 
convenience ;  also  members  who  are  in  arrears  please 
attend  and  clear  the  books  before  that  date,  it  possible  .'  — 

G.  Bence. 

Jnnior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.B.— The  adjourned  annual  general 
meeting  of  the  above  society  will  ha  held  on  Tuesday, 
May  1,  at  8.30.,  when  all  members  are  requested  to  attend. 
W.  Freeman. 

1^inoo}n  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
ohester-streat,  Pentonville,  N. — Our  eighteenth  annual 
sapper  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  Tuesday, 
May  22.  I  must  request  members  to  turn  up  on  Wednes- 
day next,  as  we  have  several  matters  of  impoviance  to 
settle.  Members  and  friends  who  have  promised  prizes 
will  greatly  oblige  by  sending  them  on  at  their  earliest 
c^nvenienoa.  General  clearing  night  for  season.  May  15, 
on  which  occasion  all  prize  winners  must  be  clear  on  the 
books. — W.  Watlino. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square.— Our  Easter  Monday  trout  fishing  at 
Penycae  was  completely  spoiled  by  the  high  wind  which 
prevailed  throughout  the  day.  The  water  was  like  a  small 
inland  sea,  and  the  spray  was  constantly  being  blown 
across  the  embankment  and  prevented  the  two  ladies  who 
graced  the  meeting  from  passing  to  and  fro.  The  second 
prize  was  won  by  Master  A.  B.  Whittington  (a  chip  off  the 
old  block),  and  the  first  and  third  were  not  taken.  Mr. 
A.  H.  Hughes,  oar  hon.  treasurer,  had  a  trout  weighing 
ISoz.  Idwt. ;  and  Mr.  Church  had  two  trout,  li^oz.,  and 
8Joz,,  both  of  the  femioiae  gender,  so  he  says.— R. 
Woolfall 

Nortb-East  Bfcthers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— Our  annual 
dinner  took  place  on  ths  19th,  aad  was  a  great  success. 
Mr.  C.  Lamb,  sen.,  headed  the  prize  list  with  five 
guineas,  and  several  other  gentlemen  followed,  with  the 
result  that  nearly  £60  was  subscribed,  to  fish  for  in  the 
coming  year.  The  distribution  of  prizes  followed,  amongst 
the  prize  wiimers  being  Messrs.  H.  Hart,  C.  Lamb,  jun  , 
E.  Lamb,  J.  Eaton,  8.  Barrett,  G.  Taylor,  G,  Thorn,  8. 
Polykett,  Carter,  W.  Richards,  jun.,  W.  Smith,  Ames, 
W.  Richards,  sen.,  and  J.  Bed  well.  Several  songs  were 
admirably  rendered,  and  the  event  closed  by  Mr.  C.  Lamb, 
sen.,  singing  "Fire,  Fire,  Fire,"  with  limelight  effects. 
On  May  2  the  balance-sheet  will  be  read.  I  hope 
members  will  attend  on  this  occasion,  it  being  the  last 
meeting  of  this  season. — G.  Taylor. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshir£-3treet.  Bethnal  Green.  —  The 
revision  committee  met  on  Monday  as  arranged,  and, 
after  a  lengthy  meeting,  drafted  a  new  list  of  rules.  A 
special  meeting  has  been  called  for  May  2,  when  I  trust 
all  members  will  be  present  to  hear  the  rubs  read,  and  to 
contirm  them.  Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes  takes 
place  on  May  30.  Shall  be  pleased  to  receive  all  prizes 
promised  on  or  before  that  dat«. — G.  Bares. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
0«tlander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Our  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  on  Thursday,  May  3.— E.  Dyball. 

Peckbam  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Cator-street,  Peckham.- We  hold  the  twenty- 
second  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  at  the 
above  house  on  May  10.  Will  members  and  friends  who 
have  promised  prizes  kindly  forward  same  on  to  club- 
houEe  not  later  than  May  7  ?  I  hope  members  will  come 
to  the  club  meetings,  as  there  is  most  important  work  to 
do. — G.  Etherington. 

Phoenix  Angling  Ssdety,  The  Tavistock,  Sbibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.— On  May  2  a  special  general  meeting 
will  be  held  to  settle  important  business,  and  every 
member  must  please  attend.  Friends  will  be  pleased  to 
hear  Mr.  Bonfflar's  eyes  are  so  much  batter  that  he  is 
able  to  refume  work. — R.  C. 

Richmond  Angling  Society,  The  Sun  Inn,  Park 
Shot,  Kew  Foot-road,  Ricamond — The  fourth^  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  of  the  above  society  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday  evening,  May  2,  at  7  p.m. — 

H.  E,  Gaynoe. 

Bojal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-sqaare.— On  Wednesday  last  we 
got  through  another  portion  of  the  revision  of  rules,  and 
trust  all  members  will  come  up  next  week  to  assist.  Will 
members  and  friends  who  have  offered  prizes  please  send 
them  up  at  once,  so  as  to  include  them  in  our  list  for 
supper  night  ?— J.  Gihkons. 

Silver  Trent  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— Our  annual  dinner 
takes  place  on  Tuesday,  May  8,  at  the  above.  Tickets, 
33.  01.,  and  can  be  had  from  Mr.  T.  Bullock  at  the  above. 
— R  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Soci^t/,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. —  We  nad  a  good  muster  of  members  on 
Friday  last,  when  the  following  officsrs  were  elected  : 
Mr.  W.  Morgan,  chairman ;  W.  Beattie,  secretary ;  W. 
Brock,  treasurer;  W.  Walker  and  G.  Jol'y,  delegates; 
committee,  Messrs.  Fairbourne,  F.  Jewson,  C.  Bolding, 
R.  Truett,  Jolly,  Brock,  Graythorne,  Chamberlain; 
trustees,  F.  Jewson  and  W.  Woodford ;  steward,  Mr. 
Rushton.  The  distribution  of  prizss  will  take  place  on 
Monday,  May  14.  Members  and  friends  who  have 
promised  prizes  please  forward  at  once,  and  save  con- 
tusion.— Wm.  Beattie. 

Stockweil  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — A  lantern  lecture,  entitled  "  Fish- 
ing, and  Holiday  Trips  by  8.  E.  Ry.,"  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade, 


will  be  given  on  Monday  evening,  April  30,  at  the  above 
addreas  on  behalf  of  the  Central  Association  Re-stocking 
Fund.  A  smokiog  concert  will  follow,  and  all  visitors  will 
be  heartily  welcome. — To.m.my. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — Our  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  clubhouse  on 
Wednesday,  May  10,  Nexo  Tuesday  is  quarterly  night, 
when  1  hops  all  rpe^nbers  will  make  it  convenient  to  attend 
and  pay  up  arrears  for  audit. — G.  A.  Pay.vk. 

Snnd  a^  Angling  iiaolety,  Windsor  Castle,  King'g- 
street.  Hammersmith.— At  our  weekly  meeting  night  we 
made  three  new  members.  The  balance-sheet  for  the 
half-year  was  read  and  passed.  It  was  decided  to  have 
our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  on  May  21. 
— C.  E.  Lock-. 

Walham  Grein  audChtliea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— I  must  remind  mem- 
bars  that  they  ought  to  attend  in  better  form  next  week, 
to  settle  all  matters  for  the  annual  diuner  and  prize 
distributioa  on  May  9.  We  have  only  a  few  tickets  to 
spare,  and  feel  sure  of  a  snosess.  The  secretary  reported 
the  proposed  benefit  for  Mr.  Holman,  of  the  Cosy,  and 
we  hope  all  our  members  will  assist  to  make  the  same 
a  Buccess. — W.  W.  D. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George. 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.B.— We  had  a  fairly  good 
muster  at  our  meeting  on  April  24,  when  we  made  final 
arrangements  for  our  annual  dinner,  which  takes  place  at 
the  above  address  on  Tuesday,  May  1.  Time  to  tir.  down, 
8  p.m.  sharp.  We  have  every  reason  to  expsct  a  good 
entertainment  to  any  visitors  who  favour  us  by  their 
attendance,  as  several  talented  gentlemen  have  promised 
to  give  their  support  to  the  concert,  whic'a  will  follow  the 
dinner.  I  shall  be  obliged  if  the  few  remaining  prize 
donors  who  have  not  yet  forwarded  their  prizes  will  kindly 
do  so  as  early  as  possible,  and  oblige. — C.  Willett. 

Wealock  Angling  S-iCiets,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.  —  Oar  prize  distribution  and  annual 
general  meeting  will  take  placa  on  May  17.  Will  mem- 
bers attend  early  next  meeting,  as  we  have  important 
business  ? — H.  Heie. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale.  N.— Our  annual  distributioa  of  prizes, 
to  be  followed  by  a  concert,  will  take  place  at  head- 
quarters at  8.30  p.m.  sharp,  Wednesday,  May  22,  when  a 
host  of  local  talent  has  promised  to  attend.  Prize  donors 
will  oblige  by  forwardiag  me  on  their  prizes  at  their 
earliest  convenience  before  the  above  date.  I  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster. — W.  E.  Beaumont. 


IRISH  FISHERY  COMMISSION 
The  Irish  Inland  Fisheries  Commision  held  an  inquiry 
at  Limerick  on  Monday  last.  The  members  present  were  : 
The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  O'Conor  Don,  Q,C.,  Mr.  R,  N.  P. 
Fitzgerald,  M.P.,  Prof.  W.  C.  Mcintosh,  Rev.  W.  J. 
Green,  H.M,  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  and  the  Hon.  George 
Hely-Hutchinson.  The  chairman  said  that  the  inquiry 
was  (1)  Was  there  a  failure  in  the  salmon  supply  ?  (2)  If 
so,  what  was  the  failure  due  to  ?  (3)  What  remedies  could 
be  suggested?  Mr.  W.  J.  Rseves,  Borreaokane,  owner  of 
a  fishery  .on  Lough  Derg,  said  that  three  years  ago 
fishing  on  it  was  good.  Sine 3  then  it  had  fallen 
away.  He  attributed  this  to  poaching  iu  the  winter 
time.  One  man  he  knew  had  killed  158  salmon 
and  trout  in  the  close  season.  The  rivers  should  be  better 
watched  in  the  spawning  season,  and  the  co-operation  of 
the  constabulary  secured.  A  10s.  licence  should  be 
imposed  on  "dapping."  Mr.  W.  P.  H.  Lloyd  Vaughan, 
D.L.,  Waterloo  Lodge,  in  the  course  of  interesting 
evidence,  said  he  was  aware  that  the  country  people  fed 
their  pigs  on  poached  fish.  Mr.  Whately  Ellis,  Glenisrone, 
attributed  the  falling  off  to  over-netting  and  poaching. 
Fishery  prosecutions  thould  be  tried  before  resident 
magistrates,  appeals  for  the  remission  of  fines  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  abolished,  and  poisoning  rivers  to  be  punishable 
by  imprisonment  without  the  option  of  a  fine.  The 
inquiry  was  adjourned. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 
24,413.  Trawling  gear.  Patentee  :  Mr.  J.  W.  Pearson, 
Elm  Grove,  Cricklewood.  Relates  to  otter- 
boards.  The  head  and  ground  r.opes  are 
connected  to  the  free  ends  of  a  U-shaped 
link,  free  to  rotate  in  eye-bol'.s  adjustably 
attached  to  the  board.  The  tow-rope  is 
similarly  attached  to  a  link,  and  also  by 
chains  to  the  link.  The  following  modification 
may  be  made  :  The  free  ends  of  the  link  are 
connected  by  a  Bsconi  link  to  the  axis  of  the 
link,  the  ground  rope  is  attached  to  a  bolt  in 
the  balancing  sphere  which  allows  of  an 
angular  motion  in  an  horizontal  plane;  the 
head  ropa  may  be  attached  directly  to  a 
ehackle  which  is  adjasrable  along  the  upper 
edge  of  the  board.  The  board  is  shod  with 
circular  shoes,  with  cavities  in  which  weights 
may  be  plac;d. 


The  fashionable  "doggy"  event  of  the  year  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium  will  ba  held  nexc  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
and  Thursday.  It  will  be  the  Ninth  Annual  Pet  and 
Foreign  Dog  Show,  and  representatives  of  the  many 
breeds  will  be  pn  view  in  large  numbers.  The  exhibitors 
include  a  large  number  of  the  aristocracy.  All  the  enter- 
tainments proceed  as  usual,  the  dog  show  being  an 
additional  attraction. 
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The  Greeham  Society's  twentieth  annual  dinner  on 
Tnesday  night  was,  as  anticipatpd,  an  enjoyable  function. 
With  "  Eed  Spinner"  (Mr.  W.  Senior,  editor  of  the 
Field)  in  the  chair,  supported  by  those  two  veteran  sportg- 
men  and  fonrdere  of  the  club,  Messrs.  C.  S  Bentley  and 
J.  Taylor  ("Eed  Palmer"),  and  a  hcst  of  visitors,  the 
dinner,  speeches,  songs,  and  recitations,  and  distribution 
of  cups  and  medals,  the  proceedings  passpd  very  pleafantly. 
A  reslly  intellectual  musical  treat  was  Mr.  Wallaca  Wells' 
"  Guildhall  Glee  Singers,"  Messrs.  Sydney  Hart  (alto), 
Cyril  Flamstefd  (tenor),  Gilbert  Lookyer  (baritone),  and 
Pelham  Wilkes  (bass).  I  was  pleased  to  see  Mr.  Auckland 
looking  as  though  he  had  just  returned  from  "the  front," 
and  premised  to  have  another  outing  with  him  to  the 
Norfolk  Broads.  The  Kingston  programme  and  _meH» 
was  very  nicely  printed,  but  the  "  Gresham,"  with  its 
beautifully  designed  front  page,  was  admired  by  everyone 
present. 

 >»♦■»<  

I  WAS  disappointed  at  not  hearing  Mr.  Bentley  sing 
the  "  Angler's  Song,"  which  was  printed  on  the  back  page 
of  the  programme. 
Man's  life  is  but  vain  ;  for  'tis  subject  to  pain, 

And  sorrow,  and  short  as  a  bubble. 
It's  a  hodge-podge  of  business,  and  money,  and  care, 

And  care,  and  money,  and  trouble. 
But  we'll  take  no  care  when  the  weather  proves  fair  ; 

Nor  will  we  vex  now  though  it  rain  ; 
We'll  banith  all  sorrow,  and  sing  till  to-morrow, 

And  angle,  and  angle  again. 


Mr.  C.  0.  MiNCHiN  delivered  his  lecture  (illustrated 
with  diagrams)  on  "Baits  and  Sea  Fishing"  before  the' 
members  and  friends  of  the  B.S.A.S.  on  Wednesday 
evsLiog.  There  were  very  few  sea  anglers  present  who 
did  not  pick  up  some  very  useful  bints.  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo 
(one  of  the  founders  of  the  B.S.A.S.)  occupied  the  chair. 
The  lecturer  was  accorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks. 


The  May  Fly  is  not  up,  but  a  glance  at  the  list  of 

fixtures  for  May  will  show  that  during  the  close  Eeason 
anglers  know  how  to  dine.  It  very  often  happens  at  these 
distributions  that  the  recipients  of  prizes  are  not  quite 
satisfied  with  the  committee's  decision  as  to  which  is  the 
he>'t  fish.  For  instance :  Ten  diilerent  species  of  fish 
were  to  taks  three  prizes  (first,  second,  and  third) — 
Perch,  lib.  8ioz.  ;  chub,  31b.  4oz  ;  barbel,  31b.  9Joz. ; 
tench,  12ioz. ;  bleak,  2oz. ;  gudgeon,  l|oz. ;  dace,  7ioz. ; 
pike,  121b.  loz.  Now,  which  were  the  three  best — 
1,2,3? 

Two  other  instances :  "  Which  is  the  best  fish  ?  " 
Pike,  91b.  6oz. ;  tench,  21b.  9oz. ;  barbel,  31b.  ISJoz.  ; 
f  nd  roach,  lib.  1  Joz.  Also,  out  of  the  three  following 
"which  is  the  best?" — Trnut,  41b.  2oz.  (taken  with 
artificial  May  Fly  from  the  Kennetl ;  bream,  61b.  l|oz. ; 
and  dace,  lib.  Icz.  It  would  be  interesting  to  have  the 
opioioDS  of  anglers  on  this  subject. 


On  Saturday  I  pa'd  another  visit  to  Barton  Mills. 
The  river  Lark  was  running  in  splendid  volume,  and 
Cab  were  very  much  in  evidence.  I  .<ait'  some  nice  trout 
in  the  mill  pool,  but  was  unable  to  "negotiate"  them. 
Fish  or  no  fish,  it  was  to  me  the  first  day  of  spricg. 
Glorious  sunshine,  and  health-giving.  Of  course,  I 
strolled  in  to  Mr.  Howlett's  house,  "  Lord  Mayor's 
Cottage."  The  door  was  open,  and  a  card  suspended 
from  the  mantel-piece  lead  as  follows:  "Visitors  are 
welcome;  help  yourselves."  I  naturally  did  so,  and, 
on  going  through  the  trout  breeding  ponds  in  the 
beautiful  grounds  adjoining,  "happened"  on  mine  host 
William,  who  was  showing  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sachs  "a 
touch  of  nature." 

 >-^»-»-<  

The  birds  and  bees  srem  icstinotively  to  find  their  way 
to  the  trees  and  shrubs  of  this  aneler-naturalist.  The 
trees  bursting  into  leaf,  the  daffodils  and  flowers,  birds 
building  (I  saw  three  nests — one  robin's  and  two  thrush's), 
flints — well.  I  could  have  spent  a  whole  week  with  great 
pleasure.  It  goes  without  saying  that  Host  and  Hostess 
Howes  (of  the  Bull  Hotel)  saw  to  all  the  creature  com- 
forts, and,  in  anticipition  of  my  visit,  made  some 
"  special  "  Eoup.  A  drive  round  the  country,  a  "look" 
at  the  water  at  Icklingham,  another  good  night's  rest, 
broken  only  by  the  song  of  the  nightingale,  and  back  to 
the  roar  and  din  of  Flett-street. 


As  will  be  seen  elsewhere,  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  on  Monday  night  was  jast 
one  of  those  fixtures  that  is  worth  a  journey  from  London. 
It  was  Bgiin  my  extreme  pleasure  to  sit  beside  President 
nomersham,  ex-Mayor.  By  the  way,  I  learn  that  he  is 
"treble  X."  The  cn^s  and  prizes  were  banded  to  the 
winners  in  his  own  inimitable  manner — a  good  word  for 
everyone.  The  way  be  gets  through  a  programme  mi^ht 
well  be  copied.  The  hostess  received  a  well-deserved 
compliment  for  the  quality  of  the  viands,  and  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  the  larRe  staiT  of  attendants 
waited  upon  oar  wants.  I  hope  to  meet  mony  of  the 
K  P.S.  members  on  Wednesday  evening  next  at  the 
Anchor  A. 8.  (Kingston). 

TiiE  annual  dinner  of  the  Varn  and  Bure  Preservation 
Kociety  took  place  on  Wednesday  evening  at  the  Royal 
Hotel,  Norwich.   The  chair  was  taken  by  the  president^ 


Sir  C.  E.  Gilman,  Mr.  J.  B.  Pearce  occupying  the  vice- 
chair.  Among  those  present  were  the  Mayor  of  Norwich 
I  Mr.  J.  Clabburn).  the  Sheriff  (Mr.  S.  Wainwrigh'),  the 
I)eputy-Mayor  (Mr.  G.  H.  Morse),  Colonel  Kerrison, 
Colonel  Sturgeon,  Mes-r*.  Hamon  le  Strange,  G.  M. 
Chamberlin,  C.  S.  Gilman,  J.  B.  Aldis,  W.  Everitt,  G.  P. 
Warren,  W.  H.  Jones,  G.  Cubitt,  B.  B.  Morgan,  T.  C. 
Eackhim.  and  Messrs.  Greene  and  A.  J.  Eudd  (secre- 
taries). The  )iien»  was  a  full  one,  and  the  dinner  provided 
was  most  excellent  in  every  way. 


FoLLOWiKG  the  annual  dinner  of  the  St.  Iv^s  atd 
district  A.S.  on  Wednesday  last  (a  report  of  which  appears 
in  another  part  of  the  paper)  the  eldest  son  of  the  worthy 
secretary  (Mr.  E.  Collinson)  was  married  on  Thursday  to 
Mies  Agnes  Muir.  Mr.  Elsmore,  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion of  London  Anglers,  "  gave  away  "  the  bride.  The 
"  breakfast  "  was  given  in  the  St.  Ives  club  rooms. 


On  Wednesday  evening  next,  May  2,  the  Anchor 
Fishing  Society  will  hold  their  annual  dinner  and  dis- 
tribute the  prizes  won  during  the  last  season,  at  their 
headquarters,  Druid's  Head  Hotel,  Market-place,  Kiogston- 
on-Thames.  The  president,  Mr.  H.  Pinoott  Hill,  will 
occupy  the  chair.  Dinner  at  7.30  sharp.  London  anglers 
who  know  "  Pincott  "  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome.  I 
am  looking  forward  to  the  event  with  great  pleasure,  as 
many  members  of  the  celebrated  K.P.S.  are  certain  to  be 
present.  Send  for  tickets  as  quickly  as  possible  to 
Secretary  P.  J.  Collins. 

 >♦»♦<  

The  Honnslow  and  Isleworfch  Piscatorial  Society  will 
hold  their  annual  dinner  on  Wednesday  evening.  May  2,  at 
their  headquarters.  Prince  Eegent,  High  street,  Hounslow. 
Mr.  J.  M.  Brougham  is  the  energetic  secretary  of  this 
"  gc-a-head  "  society,  and  members  and  friends  may  look 
forward  to  a  jolly  evening.  I  have  received  a  kind  invite, 
and  said,  a  month  ago,  "I  would  be  there."  But 
unfortunately  (or  otherwise,  as  the  case  may  be)  1 
promised  to  be  at  the  Anchor  A.S.,  Kingston,  on  the  same 
night.  "  How  happy  could  I  be  with  either,"  &o.  But, 
as  vice-president  of  the  "Anchor,"  I  must  be  there. 
Next  year  I  promise  (D.-V.)  to  dine  with  the  H.  and 
I.  P.  S.  (if  they  will  have  me).  I  wish  them  every  success 
and  prosperity. 

Bessie's  at  the  Ghafinb  Dish. 
Bessie's  at  the  chafing  dish, 

Stirring,  mixing; 
I  will  tell  you,  if  you  wish. 

What  she's  fixing — 
'Tis  crab  terrapin,  my  dears, 

Bessie  nekt 
Has  a  way  (felicions— here's 

Her  receipt : 

Pint  of  crab  meat — chop  half  hour  j 

Boil  a  cup  and  a  half  of  cream, 
Blend  two  tablespoons  of  flour 

And  of  butter  till  they  seem 
Smooth  ;  then  add  the  yolks  of  four 

Hard-boiled  eggs.    Then  this  you  thin 
With  the  cream,  and  stir  some  more  ; 

With  the  rest  then  mix  it  in. 
Then  you  add  the  crab  meat  fine 

(Stirring  all  the  while  the  pot), 
And  a  cup  of  sherry  wine  ; 

Serve  in  bouillon  cups  when  hot. 

Bessie's  at  the  chafing  dish, 

Poaching  eggs  ? 
No.   Nor  is  she  frj  log  fish. 

Bat  frogs'  legs — 
Little  "  jnmpsrs  "  from  the  lake 

Far  away. 
What  a  dainty  dish  they  make 

Cooked  this  way  : 

Take  some  water,  boiling  hot. 

Salt  and  lemon  juice  pu  in  it. 
Then  the  legs ;  but  jou  should  not 

Leave  them  in  but  just  a  minute. 
Drain  them  well  and  wipe  them  dry  ; 

Then  in  egg  well  beaten  dip  ; 
Then  in  cracker  crumbs,  and  fry 

Till  they're  brown.    Ah,  they  are  "  tip 
Top,"  I  tell  you — they  are  fine — 

Just  the  nicest  dish  that's  made  ! 
And  when  fixea  by  Bess  divine, 

Leave  spring  chicken  in  the  shade. 

—  What  to  Eal. 


On  Monday  evening  next,  April  30,  the  Stockwell 
Anglers  will  hold  a  meeting  in  support  of  that  most 
worthy  object,  the  Central  Astociation  of  London  Anglers' 
Restocking  Fund.  The  pi(-rc  de  resiatanre  will  be  a 
lecture  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (with  lantern  accompaniment) 
entitled  "  Fishing  and  Holiday  Trips  by  the  South- 
Eastern  Railway."  A  smoking  c  ncert  will  follow,  and 
all  anglers  interested  in  the  sport  of  angling  will  be 
heartily  welcomed.  The  address  is  Alfred's  Head, 
Dorset-road,  Clapham. 

On  Tuesday  evening  the  Collingwood  Anglers  will  dine 
at  their  heacwiaarters,  the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-square, 
Blackfiiars-roud,  S  E.  "Straw  Hat"  (Mr.  Jeffery)  will 
preside.  This  is  a  go-a-head  club,  and  the  muaical  talent 
they  manage  to  bring  together  keeps  them,  as  Secretary 
Sorge  says,  an  cnurant.    I  shall  trtj  and  be  there. 

The  "  complimentary "  dinner  to  Mr.  Charles  Hussey 
on  Friday  evening,  April  20,  was  a  pronounced  Baccess. 


Mr.  J.  Francis  Bursill,  F.E.Hist.S.,  most  ably  occupied 
the  chair.  The  viands  wern  good — the  host  of  the  Haunoh 
of  Venison,  Bell-yard,  Fleet-street,  is  always  to  be 
depended  upon  for  doing  the  correct  thing.  The  speeches 
and  toasts  were  all  to  the  point,  the  songs  and  recitations 
admirably  rendered  ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  in  very 
feeling  terms,  responded.  Amongst  those  present  were 
Mr.  W.  A.  Lawton  (editor  of  The  Press,  and  treasurer  of 
the  Press  Club),  R.  W.  Bowers,  F.RHist.S. ;  Arthur 
Walter  (Press  Club).  George  Read  Clarke,  H.  Tynn 
(barrister-at-law),  J.  Temple  (angler-artist),  Tom  Cudlip, 
T.  C.  Heath,  J.  Cooksey,  Dr.  Arthur  Shadwell,  Capt. 
Eoger  Mi  ler,  E.A.,  Capt.  Verity,  Francis  Watt 
(barrister-at-law),  E.  Milliken,  F.  Spinks,  F.  Day,  F.  H,  j 
Amphlett,  G.  H.  Howard,  Horace  Howard,  &o. 


Just  show  me  a  man  who  is  older  than  you. 
To  prove  him  a  meadow  or  field ;  I'll  engage 

It  may  seem  very  strange,  notwithstanding,  'tis  true, 
'lis  as  plain  as  a  pikestaff — he  is  past-ure  age. 


"  I  have  used  several  makes  of  celebrated  lines,"  eay 
'  J.  S.  O.,'  in  American  Angler,  among  which  was  on 
from  a  celebrated  house,  who  guaranteed  it  not  to  '  ch^ 
nor  telle,'  nor  run  down  at  the  heel,  &c.,  and  that  it  h^ 
been  tested  two  whole  years  before  being  put  upon  th 
market  to  fool  people.  It  was  sold  at  an  extravaga 
price.  I  would  not  have  another  as  a  gift,  as  it  necessitat 
replacing  every  guide  on  my  Leonard  after  half  a  season'! 
wear.  Last  March  I  ordered  (size  to  fit  my  rod)  100yds. 
of  hard  braided  raw  silk  line  on  boards  (taking  care 
to  get  it  fresh  made,  as  lines  deteriorate  quickly  on 
boards),  got  enough  ran-  linseed  oil  to  cover  it,  put 
the  line  in  a  glass  jar,  poured  the  oil  on  it,  and  let 
it  stand  so  for  two  weeks.  Every  day  or  so  I  wonld 
take  out  the  line  and  work  it  well,  so  the  oil  would 
become  thoroughly  incorporated  in  every  fibre,  and  at  the 
end  of  two  weeks  took  out  the  line  as  it  laid  in  the  jar  and 
hung  it  up  to  drain  for  a  week,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  stretched  it  (loosely)  along  a  biick  wall  with  son 
exposure,  and  about  2ft.  from  the  wall,  so  as  it  could  not 
cLafe,  and  left  it  there  for  ten  weeks,  in  all  kinds  of 
weather,  night  and  day.  At  the  end  of  ten  weeks  I  gave 
it  a  coat  of  parafUn,  and  began  using  it.  Used  it  contina> 
ously  all  the  past  summer,  two  or  three  times  a  week, 
and  to-day  it  is  as  good  as  new,  nor  do  my  guides  show  the 
least  wear.  In  parafiining  a  line  care  should  be  taken 
that  the  paratBn  is  not  too  hot.  Smooth  it  down  with  a 
cotton  rag." 

The  Sea, 

The  wild  waves  swirl  in  their  caverns  cold 

And  tell  their  tales  that  have  never  been  told  ; 

The  story  of  many  a  driftwood  spar  _ 

From  the  Northern  sea,  or  the  evening  star, 

Or  the  glory  of  dawn  on  an  eastern  isle, 

Or  the  glory  of  a  woman's  smile 

Who  served  in  the  glades  of  a  tropic  land 

And  fell  by  the  fall  of  a  lover's  hand. 

Some  passionate  idyl  deep  and  vain, 

Some  echo  that  comes  and  comes  again, 

Beating  the  sand,  aye,  beating  the  sand. 

On  sun-warmed  crag  or  moonlit  strand, 

Or  singing  a  deep  voiced  love  asleep 

In  some  Indian  isle  on  the  lazy  deep  ; 

Or  else  in  some  ancient  Saxon  keep, 

A  Saxon  maiden  tender  and  true, 

With  her  white  arms  pressed  by  a  golden  chain 

And  marks  wherever  the  gold  has  lain. 

And  her  boaom  white  with  the  truth  of  love  ; 

Or  far  in  the  fragrant  south  some  maid 

Beneath  the  trees  where  the  cooing  dove 

Murmurs  of  beauty  and  life  above, 

With  a  scarlet  flower  between  her  lips 

And  a  ruddy  cheek  and  flashing  eyes. 

Is  it,  O  sea,  that  yon  wish  to  be  free 

From  your  life  of  sadness  and  pain 

That  JOU  chant  the  lonely  chant  of  the  soul, 

With  its  low  and  monotonous  strain  ? 

— T.  S.  Jevons,  in  Keir  York  Home  Jotirtud. 


Lady  DoROTHy  Nevill,  in  the  reminiscences  of  Lord 
BeaconsGeld,  which  she  contributes  to  the  new  In^^o- 
Sa.von  Review,  mentions  that  some  lines  in  a  speech  which 
"Dizzy"  delivered  at  the  Manchester  Athen;vum  weit^ 
regarded  by  him  as  probably  his  bast  utterance.  Here  is 
the  gem  of  the  great  statesman's  public  utterances  as 
selected  by  himself : 

"  Knowledge  is  like  the  mystic  ladder  in  the  jjatriarch's 
dream.  Its  base  rests  on  the  primeval  earth,  its  crest  is 
lost  in  the  shadowy  splendour  of  the  Empyrean,  while  the 
great  authors  who  for  traditional  ages  have  held  the  chain 
of  science  and  philosophy,  of_  poesy  and  erudition,  are  the 
angels  ascending  and  descending  the  sacred  scale,  maintain- 
ing, as  it  were,  the  communication  between  man  and 
heaven." 

 >♦**<  

There  is  an  article  in  Lavd  and  TTSWof  March  31  on 
the  pant  University  Boat-races,  ai  d  another  on  Thamei 
Trouting  in  the  issue  of  April  7.  Both  of  these  are  from 
the  pen  of  our  contributor,  "  Straw  Hat." 


When  is  a  man  like  a  fish  ?  When  be  takes  a  fly  which 
takes  him  to  the  biuk. 


Why  should  invalids  seek  the  Norfolk  Broads?  Because 
the  Yare  is  so  Bure  Dragnet. 
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28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High'class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogdan  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


AVID  SLATER 

Newark-on-Trent. 


BDILT  CANE  SALMON  and 
TROUT  RODS, 

With  and  without  Steel  Centres :  one 
quality  only,  "the  best";  equal  to  any 
make  in  the  world.  These  rods  are 
entirely  manufactured  on  our  ovra 
premises  by  the  most  skilled  workmen, 
and  we  will  guarantee  these  rods  for  five 
years. 


TRY  OUE 

GREENHEART FLY  ROD, 

Two  tops,  best  quality  and  finish.  From 
lO  6  to  25,-. 


.  THAMES  TROUT  SPINNING  RODS. 

Selected  Greenheart,  two  tops,  special 
action  and  highly  finished,  price  20/-. 


.   i  Salmon  and  Trout  Reel  of  the  future. 
SLATER'S  NEW  ALUMINIUM  ALLOY. 

Hade  in  the  following  sizes,  2|^in., 
3in.,  3^in.,  4in.,  4iin.,  and  Sin.  Samples 
sent  on  approval. 


ave  a  special  selection  of  3  yard  best 
tapered  undrawn  TROUT  CASTS, 
beautifully  fine  and  extra  quality.  Price 
9,  -  per  dozen. 


Undrawn  CUT,  very  fine,  16in.  long,  for 
making  up  Casts.   Price  4/-  per  hank. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 


ANGLERS!  ANGLERS!! 

THOMAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CROWN   STREET,  COCKERMOUTH. 

Is  NOW  SH0WIN8  A  SPIKNDID 

SELECTION  of  NEW  FISHING  REQUISITES. 

L&ke  and  Trout  Bods  all  prices.  Well  balanced 
Greenheart  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Rods,  with 
Cork  Handles,  from  303.  to  60a.  each.  Salmon 
and  Tront  Gut  of  the  best  quality.  Finest 
undrawn  Gut,  21Jin.,  "s.  6d.  per  bank,  cannot  be 
equalled.  Ef  els  in  every  variety.  Lines  in  cotton, 
flax,  and  silk.  Flies  to  suit  all  waters,  on  gut  or 
eyed  hooks. 

Agent  for  S.  Allcock  and  Co.'s  Celebrated  Fish- 
ing Tackle.  Sole  agent  in  North  of  England  and 
South  Scotland  for  Manchester  Cotton  Twine 
Spinning  Company's  Waterproof  Lines,  &c. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  information  for  the  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


The  Lightest  Bods  in  use.   Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz. 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d.  cas^oW. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch  fittings,  lancowood 
top,  bag ;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle,  Is.  extra. 

"  Constant  use  for?  years,  straight  and  strong 
18  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
far  it."— Marston,  Fishino  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 
!iandle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  12oz. ,  pries 
5s.  id..  lOJft. ;  5s.  lOd.,  lift. ;  carriage  4d. 

BAHOAXIT. 

Finest  Undrawn  OUT,  Beflna,  as  fine  a  2x 
Drawn,  first  quality.  20in.,  3/6  108;  Beflna,  next 
flnest,  21iin.,  2/11 ;  23in.,  3/5  per  100.  Only  small 
tot.  Be  in  time. 


PISHING  GUT  MERCHANT,  HULL. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

UAOVI  rC  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers 
ilAu^LLO  Seals'  For,  Pigs'  Wool,  &c 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

3.  HAYNES,  Mardyke,  Cork. 


SINGER 


The 
Patent 
Free  Wheel 
Locking 
Bolt 

RIDERS  DELI&HTED. 


FREE  WHEEL 

CYCLES 


Allows  of 
Free  or  Fixed 

Wheel  at 
rider's  option. 

NUMEROUS  TESTIMONIALS. 


Lists  and  Prices  Post  Free. 


SINGER  CYCLE  CO.  Ltd.,  COVENTRY. 

London:    17,    HOLBORN  ^IA.r>TJCT. 


BENETFINK^ 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Reijiiisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  PpIccs. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz.,  A  SPECIALin. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOATING  FLIES  in  Stock. 

"Tied  by  Holland." 

PINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS, 

Syds.,  4d.,  6d.,  8d.,  &  9d. ;  with  Drawn  Points,  1/-  each,  10/'  per  doz. 

All  Sizes  of  "HERCULES"  CASTS  kept  in  Stock. 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 


ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Pitted 
The  NEW  THAMES  PUNT  ROD,  10ft.,  Balanced  Butt, 
Snake  Rings,  Universal  Fittings    .      -      .     -  - 

-     5  -,  7 


from  2/5 


5  6 
10  12/6 

from  7/- 
„  5/6 
9/6 


HICKORY  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING 
TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish 
EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS  .... 
LEA  ROACH  POLES,  14ft.,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft 

Lar^e  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description,  from  Sd.  each. 
The  LADIES'  BROOK  ROD  (Greenheart),  weight  7t0z.      .     -  25/- 

GUINEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  PLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9ift.,  left., 

lOift,,  llff.,  and  12ft.,  Snake  Rings  and  Cork  Grasp  .     -  21/- 

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  .      -  21/- 

Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Butt,  3  Tops  21/- 

Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Tops  •  21/- 


Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


Free. 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.C. 


DO  NOT  FISH 


IN  COTTON=LINED 
TWEEDS. 


PURE  WOOL  TAILORS, 


42,  Conduit  Street, 
New  Bond  Street,  W. 

SEND  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  SPORTING  CATALOGUE. 

Telegrams— "  HiGHMOST,  London." 


F.  W.  DALE. 

Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST., 


66 


99 


Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  Dry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittings,  and  finish  is 

best  value  made. 

Greenheart,  1  guinea ;  Built-eane,  4  guineas. 

All  lengths  from  9 Jft.  to  lift. 

FLIES  FOR  FLOATING,  WET  WORK,  YORKSHIRE,  WALES,  AND  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY, 

Is.  6d.  per  dozen. 


314 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[Apbil  28,  1900 


MORE  SURPRISING  SALMON 
STORIES. 


Paddy  has  proved  so  pre-eminently  popular  at 
the  present  period — particularly  during  the  recent 
celebration  of  the  festival  of  his  patron  saint — 
that  people,  piscatorial  as  well  as  general,  have 
been  paying  much  more  attention  to  things  Irish 
(whisky,  alas  !  included)  than  was  the  case  but  a 
very  brief  while  ago.  Even  I,  in  the  eremite 
seclusion  of  my  little  library,  seem  to  have  been 
reached  by  the  cuter  surgings  of  the  far-reaching 
tide  of  public  opinion,  which  appears  in  some  way 
to  have  had  a  sort  of  psycho-telepathic  influence 
on  the  rather  random  run  of  my  reading.  Thus, 
while  placidly  pursuing  my  pet  pastime  of  per- 
sistently poking  a  proboscis  of  peculiarly  penetra- 
tive powers  into  publications,  periodicals,  papers, 
or  pamphlets,  possibly  or  probably  provided  with 
pabulum  pleasant  to  the  (mental)  palate  of 
piscatorial  people,  I  came  upon  some  more 
salmon  stories,  which,  like  the  one  I  recently  had 
the  honour  of  retelling,*  had  their  origin  in  the 
Emerald  Isle,  and  which  seem  also  of  a  sufficiently 
remarkable  character  to  similarly  deserve 
rescuing  from  the  limbo  of  defunct  periodicals 
and  enshrining  in  the  more  enduring  pages  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette. 

Seventy  years  ago  there  appeared  in  Tait's 
Edinburgh  Magazine  sl  short  sketch  entitled, 
"  Paudrig  Dhuv."  The  Irish  fisherman  who 
rejoiced  in  this  euphonious  cognomen  is  described 
by  the  writer,  in  a  conversation  with  his  friend. 
Squire  William  Moriarty,  as  "  The  greatest  liar 
in  the  world" — a  title  which  he  certainly  seems  to 
have  done  his  best  to  earn.  His  yarns,  though 
now  something  like  three-quarters  of  a  century 
old,  are  yet,  like  the  colours  in  Correggio's 
marvellous  masterpieces,  of  a  surprising  freshness. 

Before  proceeding  with  the  short  selections  I 
have  made,  it  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  explain 
that  Paudrig's  wife,  Moll,  was  always  ready  to 
vouch  for  the  entire  and  peifect  truth  of  his 
stories;  and  for  me  to  add  that  whenever  the 
writer  tried  to  pitch  a  stiff  lie  into  Paddy  he 
never  failed  to  cap  it.  The  first  story  may  be 
called 

How  Patidbig  Fished  foe  a  Salmon  and 
Killed  a  Stag. 
"  Wouldn't  it  be  right,  Paddy,"  said  I  (for,  as  a 
fisherman,  there  are  few  more  skilful  on  the 
lake),  "  to  have  a  blue  hackle  ?  I'd  like  to  try 
one." 

"  Nothing  for  the  Gap  but  brown.  There's  a 
fellow "  (holding  it  between  him  and  the  light), 
"  and  they'll  rise  to  it  as  fast  as  you  can  throw 
out." 

"  The  blue  hackle  I  had  from  you  the  other 
day  killed  me  a  noble  salmon — very  near  301b. — 
and,  what  is  odd,  he  gave  me  no  play  whatever ; 
after  a  tumble  or  two  he  was  gaffed.  But  the 
strangest  thing  is  that  Doherty,  in  helping  to  get 
him  in  with  a  landing-net,  caught  a  fine  trout  1 " 

It  may  be  readily  guessed  that  the  last  circum- 
stance was  invented;  for  anything  like  skill  or 
luck  on  Doherty's  part  (he  was  a  rival)  displeased 
Paddy  exceedingly ;  but  he  took  no  notice  of  it, 
and  said : 

"  Oh,  the  large  fish  never  give  play ;  a  lively 
pail  (peal),  now,  is  worth  twenty  of  'em  for  that, 
sir.  But,  talking  of  large  fish,"  continued  he,  "  I 
was  fishing  over  there  at  Benson's  Point  one  day ; 
the  boat  was  almost  wracked  to  pieces  on  that 
blackguard  little  quay  that  the  madam  has  below 
— two  or  three  of  her  ribs  war  broken — and  so  I 
was  obliged  to  fish  from  the  land.  Well,  just  as 
I  was  thinking  where  I'd  put  her  when  she  was 
mended,  I  feels  a  mighty  heavy  pull  at  the  line 
that  I  knew  must  be  from  a  great  fellow.  I  tried 
him,  but  not  a  stir  could  I  get  out  of  him  for  any 
money. 

"  Says  I, '  This  must  be  the  making  of  me,  when 
he  won't  rise  his  head  at  all  out  of  the  sand ;  'tis 
the  way  with  the  great  salmon  that  they  won't 
give  any  play  at  all.' 

"  Well,  I  tried  him  again,  and  again,  and  again, 
but  'twas  no  use.  I  thought  that  maybe  'twas  a 
rock  or  a  stump  of  a  tree  after  all,  so  I  goes 
about  every  way  to  get  the  hook  free,  but  nothing 
would  do.  At  last  he  vexed  me  all  out.  I  didn't 
care  a  farthing  what  became  of  the  rod  or  tackle  ; 

*  "  Something  Like  a  Salmon  Story  "  appeared  in  the 
F.  a.  for  Jan.  20, 


I  gave  a  terrible  whip,  and  tossed  something  over 
my  head  into  the  bushes  behind. 

"  '  Yourself  and  all  that  came  before  you  to  the 
divil,'  says  I,  going  to  see  what  it  was.  And  sure 
I  found  that  it  was  an  anvil,  and  that  the  hooh 
had  stuck  in  its  eye. 

"  But  that  wasn't  the  best  of  it.  There  was  a 
fine  stag  (nine  years  ould,  by  the  horns)  sleeping 
in  the  bush,  and  when  I  thrun  back  the  anvil  I 
struck  him  with  it  in  the  middle  of  the  forehead, 
and  killed  him  as  dead  as  a  gurnet." 

"  Who  the  dickens,"  interrupted  Moriarty, "  ever 
saw  a  rod  or  gut  that  would  pitch  an  anvil  out  of 
the  lake  at  Tornies  ?  Weren't  Mr.  Lynch  and  I 
raising  an  anvil  the  other  day  for  a  wager  ?  There 
isn't  a  rod  in  the  world,  unless  a  rod  of  iron  or 
steel,  that  would  do  it." 

Paddy  never  vindicated  a  story ;  I  was  unable, 
from  laughter,  to  utter  a  word;  but  Moll,  as 
usual,  swore  "  It  was  thrue  for  the  lad.  Wasn't 
the  anvil  a  block  by  the  fire,  until  she  gave  it  to 
her  sister's  son-in-law,  when  he  set  up  the  forge 
at  Fahah  Cross?  And  for  the  stag,  didn't  an 
Iveraghan  give  a  full-bound  of  butter  for  his 
skin  ?  " 

In  the  face  of  such  circumstantial  confirmation 
it  would  have  been  an  outrage  to  have  doubted 
Paddy's  word.  Mr.  Lynch  goes  on  to  tell  us  that, 
seeing  Paddy  was  in  great  form  that  day, 
and  willing  to  see  how  far  he  would  run  if  line 
were  given  him,  he  requested  Moriarty's  silence 
by  a  look,  and  showed  Paddy  a  volume  containing 
some  excellent  drawings  of  fishes. 

"  That  one  is  a  shark  ;  he  grows  to  be  16f fc.  or 
20ft.  long,  and  is  exceedingly  ferocious.  A  man 
in  full  armour  was  once  found  in  the  belly  of  one. 
Did  you,  Paddy,  ever  see  anything  like  that  ?  " 

"  A  man  in  armour !  That's  a  soger,  I  suppose. 
No,  indade,  sir,  I  never  saw  anything  quare  in  a 
fish.  A  man  in  a  shuit  (suit)  of  iron  !  The  only 
thing  I  ever  saw  out  of  the  way  was  one  day  I 
caught  a  brown  trout  between  201b.  and  301b., 
and  we  found  a  wran's  (wren's)  nest  and  seven- 
teen eggs  in  his  gills.  That  was  all  I  ever  saw  in 
a  fish.  I  remember,  indade,  that  I  caught,  below 
there,  opposite  Fussa  Quay,  a  big  salmon  with  an 
officer's  cocked  hat  on  his  head ;  and  trouble 
enough  he  gave  before  he  was  in  the  boat." 

"  Man  alive !  "  said  Moriarty,  "  how  could  he 
see  the  fly  with  the  cocked  hat  on  ?  " 

"  Sure,  sir,"  says  Paddy,  "  'twasn't  by  the  mouth 
at  all  I  had  him ;  if  it  was  we'd  make  aisy  work 
of  it,  but  he  wanted  to  drown  the  fly  with  his  tail 
when  I  hooked  him,  and  that  was  the  raison  he 
gev  all  the  play.  It  must  be,  sir,  you  often 
caught  a  trout  that  way,  and  you  know  how  hard 
it  is  to  land  him."^    .    .  . 

"  That  I  mightn't  go  out  of  the  house  but  a 
corpse,"  said  Moll,  *'  if  there  is  a  word  of  a  lie  for 
him." 

"  Do  you  think  I  doubt  it  ?  .  .  .  But, 
Paddy,  what  was  the  greatest  bounce  (leap)  you 
ever  saw  a  salmon  make  ?  " 

How  Paddy  Shot  a  Salmon  with  a 
Cannon. 

"  Why.  thin,  indade,  sir,  I  never  saw  anything 
out  of  the  way  that  way." 

"  Well,  I've  seen  the  salmon-leap  at  Leixlip, 
which  is  at  least  twenty  feet  high,  and  the  salmon 
spring  higher  still,  so  t^iat  they  are  sometimes 
shot  Jlying .' " 

"  Gondouth  1 "  exclaimed  Paddy.  "  Sure,  I'll 
tell  you  what  happened  myself  the  day  they  gave 
the  stag  hunt  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant — he  that 
had  the  black  with  him  here." 

"  Oh !  the  black  servant.  Lord  Talbot,  I 
suppose  F " 

"The  very  same,  sir.    Well,  that  day  

maybe  you  were  out  yourself,  and  know  it  as  well 
as  I  do  ?  But  I  believe  you  weren't  in  the 
country  that  year — anyhow,  the  whole  world  has 
seen  it. 

"  The  hunt  was  in  Turk  Lake,  and  as  soon  as  it 
was  over  and  the  stag  was  in  the  boat  all  the 
boats  were  going  down  Brickeen  Bridge,  to  dine 
at  Innisfallen.  O  yeh  !  what  a  show  there  was 
of  'em,  and  what  a  power  of  ladies  and  gintlemin 
there  was  on  the  bridge  !  There  war  boats,  too, 
coming  up  from  Glenna  and  Innisfallen. 

"  Well,  sir,  just  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant  came 
to  the  bridge,  Mr.  Herbert  desired  him  to  hear 
the  echo  first  and  the  shot  for  the  stag. 

" '  Paddy,'  says  he  to  me,  '  let's  have  a  noble 
shot.   I  trust  you  with  it  before  any  man.' 


"  So  I  got  the  patheraro* — you  know  the  place 
sir,  of  course,  where  the  best  echo  on  the  lake 
is — from  the  rocks  about  twinty  yards  above  the 
bridge  ?  " 

To  this  I  could  safely  assent. 

"  Well,  I  loads  it  well  with  powder  and  a  aod 
of  turf,  makes  a  good  divil,  and  was  just  going 
to  put  the  spunk  to  it,  when  I  hears  the  cry, '  The 
salinon  !  The  salmon ! '  and  sure  enough  there  he 
was,  a  huge  fellow,  leaping  over  the  bridge  I  I 
suppose  he  was  caught  between  the  boats  coming 
up  and  going  down,  and,  the  wather  being 
shallow,  he  was  obliged  to  jump  over  the  bridge." 

"  And  what  did  you  do,  Paddy  ?  " 

"I  claps  the  patheraro  to  my  shoulder,  and 
kills  him  as  dead  as  a  herring !  " 

"  O  !  tare  an'  'oun's !  "  exclaimed  my  friend 
Moriarty,  in  the  agony  of  his  soul.  But  Paddy 
went  on : 

"  They  weighed  him  and  found  he  was  just 
twinty-sivin  pounds  and  a  quarther.    But  what 
do  ye  think  the  Lord  Lieutenant  gev  me  ?  The 
raygeen  puts  his  hand  in  his  pocket  and  han«| 
me  a  tinpinny  bit !  "  f  ^ 

"  'Tis  thrue  for  him,"  Eaid  the  never-failing 
MoU ;  "  sure  I  have  it  in  the  box  there  yet,  only 
the  child  lost  the  key  yesterday." 

Having  paid  Paddy  somewhat  more  liberally 
than  his  lordship,  we  started  for  the  Gap.  As 
soon  as  we  got  out  of  hearing : 

"  Did  you  ever,"  said  Moriarty,  "  hear  such  a 
liar  ?  Shoot  a  salmon  with  a  pateraro  a  foot 
long  ?    Why,  the  priming  would  blind  him  ! " 

"True,"  said  I.  "Then  you  think  he  told 
lies  ?  " 

"  It's  my  opinion,"  said  Moriarty,  gravely, 
stopping  and  looking  like  a  man  who  had  made 
up  his  mind,  "  it's  my  opinion  that  you  ought  not 
to  believe  half  of  what  he  said." 

The  echoes  from  Paddy's  pateraro  through  the 
glen  were  doubtless  well  worth  listening  to,  but 
the  echo  of  his  thundering  lies  will  go  re- 
verberating adown  the  corridors  of  time  until 
humanity's  self  shall  be  deaf  to  all  sense  of 
hearing.  Farewell,  Paudrig  Dhuv  !  You  were  a 
man  after  the  own  heart  of 

RODWELL  HOOKHAM. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  held  at 
Ye  Olde  Rainbow  Tavern,  15,  Fleet-street,  B.C.,  on. 
Wedneeday,  April  25,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  in  the 
chair,  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been 
read  and  confirmed,  the  hen.  sec.  nad  reports  f rom  th» 
society's  agents  at  Deal  and  Southend.  Mr.  Gr.  Read 
Clarke  reported  sport  very  poor  at  Brighton  and  East- 
bourne. Mr.  Handley,  at  Yarmouth,  on  April  11  and  10, 
caught  about  three  score  dabs,  best  lib  3  >z.  Mr.  Tucker, 
at  Southend,  fished  from  Leigh  to  Shoeburyness  without 
a  single  bite.  Mr.  Minchin  then  delivered  a  very 
interesting  and  instructive  lecture  on  baits  and  sea  fishing. 
He  remarked  that,  of  course,  natural  bait  was  best  when 
obtainable,  but  if  this  could  not  be  had  artificial  often 
gave  good  results,  some  very  interesting  apec'mens  of 
which  were  shown.  Perhaps  the  best  known  bait  is  the 
lugworm,  well  received  by  many  fish.  It  should  be 
washed  in  sea  water  and  laid  on  common  brown  sea-weed 
in  a  cool  dry  place.  The  rag  worm  is  another.  Of  this 
there  are  two  kinds — the  large  and  the  small.  They  are  vary 
good  for  pollack,  two  or  three  being  used  on  each  hook,  the 
barb  of  which  should  not  be  covered.  Of  shell  fish  some 
of  the  most  used  are  the  mussel,  the  cockle— very  plentiful 
in  the  Lancashire  bays,  and  very  good  for  gurnard 
and  flatfish,  but  not  a  vary  killiag  bait— the  oyster, 
much  used  for  cod,  conger,  whitiug,  and  gnrnatd,  and 
many  other  fish,  the  common  rougher  kind  being  the  best ; 
the  scollop  is  used  in  Cornwall  for  pouting  and  wraese. 
The  razor  fish  is  a  most  useful  bait,  but  difficult  to  obtain, 
as  only  experts  can  dig  it  out,  as  it  burrows  with  remark- 
able rapidity ;  excellent  for  cod,  haddock,  whiting,  and 
gurnard.  Limpets  are  extensively  used  on  the  west  coast 
of  Scotland  for  gurnard,  wrasse,  cod,  conger,  and  often 
large  skate  can  be  caught  with  them.  Soft  crab  is  generally 
considered  teat  for  bottom  or  drilt  line  fishing,  and  the  tail 
of  a  soldier  crab  for  cod.  Shrimps,  dt  ad  or  alive,  good  for 
flounders  and  flatfish  generally ;  they  are  best  used  on  a 
ledger  trace,  but  should  be  avoid-d  when  using  a  pater- 
noster. Sprats  are  greatly  used  for  cod  and  whiting ;  for 
cod  use  the  whole  fish  without  the  head ;  for  whiting. 


*  A  pateraro  (which  is  one  of  several  forms  of  spelling) 
was  a  small  brass  cannon,  Lbout  a  foot  long,  used  for 
the  purposes  and  in  the  way  described  by  Paddy,  usually 
loaded  with  powder  only,  but  sometimes,  to  produo»  • 
greater  report,  a  ball  of  loose  earth  and  grass  was  stuffed 
into  it.  At  the  spot  deecribed  by  Paddy  the  echoes  are 
magnificent.  But  the  ealmon  must  have  leapt  to  a  height 
of  40ft.  or  50ft. 

t  Lord  Talbot  was  unpopular,  and  had,  moreover,  the 
characttr  of  not  being  vtry  liberal  with  his  monev.  This, 
no  doubt,  suggested  to  Paddy  the  incident  of  the  "  tin- 
pinny  bit." 
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slice  them.  Herring  is  mush  used,  and  is  very  killing. 
The  pilchard,  cousin  to  the  herring,  is  largely  used  in  all 
partfl  of  Cornwall  for  most  binds  of  fish.  Hand  baiting 
is  a  practice  almost  unheard  of  in  this  country,  though 
much  used  on  the  other  side  of  the  Channel  ;  various 
binds  of  tempting  morsels  are  pounded  up  and  sprinbled 
round  the  boat  or  wherever  fishing.  In  conclusion  the 
lecturer  urged  sea  anglers  to  mabe  the  use  of  the  various 
kinds  of  bait  a  serious  study,  and_  thus  gather  actual 
experience  of  their  suitability  for  various  fish  and  various 
places,  and,  further,  to  get  their  own  bait,  and  bait  their 
own  hooks.  A  most  useful  discussion  then  ensued,  in 
which  Messrs.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  A.  W.  Parker,  T.  B.  Bates, 
G.  Bead  Clarke,  W.  T.  Green,  Croft  Handley,  and  the 
hen.  sec.  took  psrt.  It  was  pointed  out  that  hand  baiting 
was  only  to  any  extent  used  on  our  coasts  by  the  Cornish 
fisherman,  who  used  the  crushed  pilchard  largely.  Bass 
especially  needed  this  mode  of  baiting,  and,  if  done,  would, 
it  was  thought,  prove  the  existence  of  a  larger  quantity 
on  our  coasts  than  usually  suspected.  The  Americans  use 
it  largely  in  the  capture  of  their  striped  base.  In  Tangiers 
fishermen  always  go  in  pairs,  one  of  which  is  constantly 
employed  in  dropping  bait  round  the  other's  float. 
Attention  was  called  to  the  use  of  dry  fly,  especially  for 
mullet  and  other  artificial  baits. 

A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer  and  to  the 
chair,  with  the  usual  toast  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society,  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patteeson  (Hon.  Sec). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


ANNUAL  DELEGATE  MEETING. 
Tu£  annual  delegate  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
London  Anglers'  Association  was  held  on  Monday  night 
at  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  City.  Before  the 
proceedings  opened  Mr.  E.  Ghurney  (secretary),  who 
himself  was  on  the  sick  list,  stated  that  he  had  some  bad 
news  to  impart  to  the  delegates.  He  regretted  to  say 
that  the  wife  of  Mr.  Beckett,  their  vice-president,  had 
quite  recently  passed  away,  and  therefore  Mr.  Beckett 
would  not  be  with  them  that  night.  In  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Philip  Geen,  the  president,  who  was  stated  to  be  in 
Scotland,  Mr.  Frank  Gray  was  voted  to  the  chair. 
Immediately  on  taking  the  chair  Mr.  Gray  spoke  in 
feeling  terms  of  the  great  loss  Mr.  Beckett  had  sustained, 
and  concluded  by  proposing  a  vote  of  condolence  with 
that  gentleman,  which  was  seconded  by  _Mr.  Cloake 
(Limehouse  Piacatorials),  and  carried  unanimously.  A 
new  club  was  enrolled  called  Ye  Olde  Brewery  Tap 
Angling  Society,  with  headquarters  in  Woodbine-grove, 
Penge.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  relatives  of  the  late 
Mr.  G,  H.  Field,  thanking  the  association  for  its  vote  of 
condolence.  The  statement  of  accounts  from  March  26, 
1899,  to  March  25,  1900,  which  was  presented  on  a  printed 
slip  to  the  members,  showed  that  .3899  privilege  railway 
cards  had  been  issued  to  individual  members  during  the 
past  season,  and  that  seven  new  clubs  bad  been  enrolled. 
The  advertisements  in  the  "Guide  Book"  had  produced 
£20  28.  lOd.  The  sale  of  privilege  cards  had  resulted  in  the 
sum  of  £389  IBs.  being  paid  to  the  association.  In  rent 
for  private  waters  the  association  had  expended 
£113  53.  4i. ;  for  water  bailiffs'  salaries  and  gratuities, 
£69  lOa. ;  preservation,  netting,  &c.,  £12  ISs.  IJd. ;  grants 
to  Thames  preservation  societies,  £26  Is.,  and  secretary's 
yearage,  £81  os.  The  balance  in  favour  of  the  association 
was  £136  123.  4Jd.  The  auditors— Messrs.  Wells, 
Woodruff,  and  Barber— criticised  several  items  on  the 
balance-sheet ;  eventually  it  was  referred  back  for  further 
consideration.  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  proposed,  Mr.  F.  Newton 
seconded,  and  it  was  carried  unanimously  that  Mr.  Philip 
Geen  be  re-elected  president  of  the  association.  Speaking 
of^Mr.  Geen,  Mr.  Close  said  that  that  gentleman  had  been 
a  grand  old  warrior  in  the  past.  He  had  been  a  staunch 
supporter  of  the  association,  and  no  doubt  would  still 
render  them  good  service  in  the  future.  As  to  Mr. 
Beckett  (who  was  re-elected  vic5-president)  no  man  in  the 
angling  world  (said  Mr.  Close)  had  done  so  much  hard, 
persistent,  and  continuous  vrork  for  the  association.  He 
had  attended  nearly  every  delegate  meeting  during  the 
past  year,  and  most  of  the  committee  gatherings.  The 
proceedings  were  then  adjourned  to  the  next  delegate 
meeting,  a  vote  of  thanks  being  accorded  the  chairman 
for  presiding.    There  were  thirty-six  clubs  represented. 


^ofc5  from  t^e  ^or(]^. 

The  first  grilse  of  the  season  was  got  in  one  of  the  bag 
nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  Deveron.  It  is  a  dozen  years 
since  the  last  "  first  "  grilse  was  got  so  early  in  the  season 
on  the  Deveron.  This  one  weighed  just  21b.  One  was 
reported  from  the  Don,  but  doubt  has  been  cast  on  the 
capture,  as  probably  being  a  sea  trout  or  hybrid. 

The  first  grilse  of  the  season  is  usually  got  in  the  Dae  or 
Don  district,  and  in  an  early  season  they  should  now  be 
making  an  appearance.  The  fact  of  one  being  got  two 
miles  east  of  the  Deveron  mouth  augurs  that  they  are 
seeking  their  native  streams,  and  the  specimen  in  qupstion 
may  probably  be  a  Spey  fish,  as  the  Deveron  grilse  are 
much  heavier,  and  later  io  coming  away. 

The  "  Gentle  Spring  "  has  at  last  deigned  to  make  its 
presence  known  ;  and  the  western  balmy  zephyrs  have 
been  sending  the  melted  snows  down  by  the  hundred 
thousand  gallon  per  second  rate,  and  the  Tay,  Dae,  Don, 
Spey,  Deveron,  and  such  like,  are  in  mighty  flood. 

Every  preparation  for  Her  Majesty's  return  is  now 
eing  pushed  rapidly  forward.    The  roads  in  the  vicinity 
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have  been  carefully  surveyed,  for  the  winter's  snows  and 
the  spring  floods,  especially  in  the  Gairn  district,  leave 
their  deep,  rutty  marks,  and  the  (ineen  hates  a  bumpy 
drive.  Her  Majesty's  Commissioner  attends  personally 
to  these  details,  not  one  of  which  is  overlooked. 

Very  large  saylmou  flies  have  again  been  in  vogue  on  the 
Dee.  Anglers  could  not  get  Gordons  and  Bigles  big 
enough  last  week,  and  Sin,  irons  were  at  a  premium. 
The  big  he  ivy  oold  waters  brought  back  the  necassities 
usually  associated  with  the  opening  days. 


Two  Northumberland  miners  were,  at  Duns  Sheriff 
Court  last  week,  fined  £2  7s.  6d.  each  for  angling  with 
salmon  roe  in  the  Whiteadder  on  Saturday,  March  24. 
This  is  as  it  should  b3,  and  if  pirr  tail  fishers  in  the  Don 
and  elsewhere  were  treated  after  the  same  manner  there 
would  be  more  and  heavier  trout  for  the  legitimate  fisher- 
man.   


Looh  Leven  anglers  are  now  faring  better.  The  first 
fortnight  of  the  opening  was  quite  a  frost,  but  during  the 
past  ten  days  baskets  of  71b.  and  81b.  have  been  quite  the 
order  of  the  day.  The  trout  got  have  all  been  in  tip-top 
condition  for  the  season  of  the  year. 


Mr.  Beattie,  Wallace  Tower,  Aberdeen,  that  indefatig- 
able trout  and  salmon  slayer,  has,  up  to  date,  run  up  a 
total  of  151  finnock  and  brown  trout,  chiefly  from  the 
Tthan  and  Dee  tidal  waters,  scaling  158.ilb.,  being  an 
average  of  three  to  the  pound.  He  has  also  creeled  five 
salmon  at  odd  times  in  addition  to  the  above. 


The  Earl  and  Countess  of  South  Bsk  have  arrived  at 
Ethie  House,  near  Arbroath,  Forfarshire.  The  Lunan 
water  affords  his  lordship  an  easy  cast,  but  the  South  Esk 
is  his  favourite  haunt  when  there  is  a  run  of  fish  about. 
For  years  past  he  has  been  trying  to  improve  the  angling 
of  this  almost  ruined  stream. 

The  Don  his  been  black  and  big  for  some  time,  and 
wormers  have  literally  been  in  their  glory.  Biskets  of 
81b.,  101b.,  and  14lb.  were  made  by  many  of  the  Easter 
holiday  visitors  of  surprisingly  well-condi cloned  fish. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife  are  to  spand  July  at  Duff 
House,  too  late  for  the  excellent  trout  fishing  on  the 
Deveron,  but  wiU  move  on  to  Mar  Lodge  in  September, 
where  the  spring  fish  now  pushing  up  the  mid-reaches  will 
be  in  waiting  for  Her  Royal  Highness's  flies. 

The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners  are  about  £1000 
to  the  good  from  their  sales  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea 
trout  over  what  they  had  at  this  period  last  year.  This 
shows  how  the  season  progresses. 


Mr.  Portesoue,  on  the  Kingcaussie  water  of  the  Dee, 
has  this  year  creeled  forty-nine  salmon,  scaling  up  to  181b., 
in  addition  to  twenty  sea  trout,  heaviest  2|lb.  This  is  an 
excellent  record,  as  a  dozen  or  so  spring  tish  are  all  that 
may  be  looked  for  on  these  lower  beats  in  a  normal  spring. 
This  year  the  fish  have  been  hanging  back  on  account  of 
the  low  temperatures  and  the  heavy  waters. 


Mr.  George  Collie,  Advocate,  who  recently  purchased 
the  estate  of  Eister-Beltie,  has  just  parted  with  it  to  Mr. 
James  Ross,  Advocate,  who  has  a  paternal  interest  in  the 
property.  The  Burn  of  Beltie  is  the  happy  hunting 
ground  of  the  hosts  who  affect  middle  Deeside  during  the 
summer.  Special  Scotch. 


(provincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers'  Bene- 
volent Society  the  important  matter  respecting  the  annual 
contest  and  excursion  was  considered.  Last  year,  owing 
to  the  railway  companies  being  so  busy  with  their  own 
excursions,  they  refused  to  put  on  an  excursion  train  for 
the  Saturday  afternoon,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  society 
decided  to  have  a  day  contest  on  the  Monday,  and  fish  the 
contest  in  the  river  Severn,  at  Tewkesbury.  This  contest 
and  excursion  was  not  so  well  attended  as  the  committee 
would  have  wished  it  to  have  been,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
very  little  profit  was  made.  Now,  this  year  it  has  been 
decided  to  try  to  hold  the  contest  on  a  Saturday  afternoon, 
providing  the  railway  companies  will  favour  us  by  putting 
a  special  on  for  us  to  either,  say.  Stoke  Golding,  Wilm- 
cote,  or  Alrewas.  We  have  had  contests  at  these  places 
before,  and  all  have  been  very  successful,  and  a  substantial 
sum  has  been  handed  over  to  the  funds  of  the  society. 
Last  year  was  a  very  busy  year  with  the  railway  companies 
in  the  Midlands,  but  the  war  has  interfered  with 
trade  to  a  great  extent,  and  there  is  every  possibility  of 
the  companies  granting  our  request  by  putting  on  a  half 
day  special  for  us  this  year.  The  contest  will  take  place 
early  in  July,  so  that  the  companies  will  have  ample  time 
to  take  the  matter  into  their  consideration.  Nearly  all  the 
ordinary  excursion  trains  running  out  of  Birmingham  are 
already  announced,  but  with  an  increase  in  the  fares,  so  if 
the  companies  agree  to  put  us  on  a  special  our  members 
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must  be  prepired  to  piy  a  little  extra  to  what  they  have 

Eaid  in  the  past.  The  Great  Western  Railway  Company 
ave  decided  to  increase  all  the  fares  from  Kidderminster 
to  all  stations  on  the  Severn  Valley  line  ;  the  increase  in 
the  lowest  instance  is  threepence,  and  the  highest  six- 
pence. The  company  will  not  ba  benefited  by  adopting 
this  course,  as  the  members  will  no  doubt  go  by  tram  to 
Bewdley,  which  is  two  miles  from  Kidderminster,  where 
they  will  ba  able  to  book  to  all  stations  up  the  valley  at 
the  ordinary  reduced  rate.  -N  o  explanation  is  given  by  lha 
company  as  to  the  alterations  mad:),  but  in  tiircaiugham  the, 
reason  they  give  that  the  excursion  fares  are  increasi'd 
is  owing  111  the  increased  price  of  coal  and  steel.  I 
pointed  out  a  short  time  ago  that  our  clubs  were  makit  g 
their  arrangements  for  the  coming  season.  I  have  now 
just  received  reliable  information  from  Alrewas  that 
certain  alterations  are  being  made  by  Mr.  C.  Eesex,  the 
new  host  of  the  Navigation  Inn,  that  he  is  sparing  no 
expense  to  add  to  the  comfort  of  anglers  visiting  his  house. 
The  public!  room  will  seat  over  100  to  dinner,  and  extra 
bedrooms  are  being  provided  so  that  a  large  number  of 
anglers  can  be  put  up  for  the  night.  A  new  up-to-date 
piano  has  also  been  put  in  the  large  room,  so  that  every 
facility  will  be  given  for  the  enjoyment  of  those  who  wish 
to  vifcit  this  well-known  neighbourhood.  The  canal  above 
the  house  mentioned  has  lately  been  re-stocked,  as  the 
reservoir  at  Fradley  has  lately  been  emptied  for  repairs, 
and  the  water  and  fish  have  been  run  into  the  canal,  and 
some  very  good  fish  have  been  seen  of  late,  and  the  water 
seems  alive  with  small  fry.  Mr.  J.  Bromley,  of  the 
Mason's  Arms  Inn,  Wilmcote,  has  also  gone  to  a  great 
expense  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  the  coming  seas  n. 
The  house  is  being  put  in  grand  order.  The  gardens  are 
being  set  out,  and  a  new  room  is  being  erected  to  seat 
over  100  persons  to  dinner.  He  has  ample  room  at  the 
back  of  the  house  to  accommodate  any  number  of  anglers 
and  their  friends.  The  canal  close  by  is  well  stocked  with 
pike,  roach,  and  perch,  and  when  tha  season  opens  this 
popular  resort  will  be  well  worth  patronising.  We  have 
had  some  nice  summer  weather  since  my  last  notes  were 
sent,  but  as  these  notes  leave  the  weather  has  changed, 
and  has  become  very  cold.  Trout  fishing  very  quiet.  The 
Gun  Society  h.Ad  their  annual  concert  at  the  Gun  Inn, 
Bath-street,  on  Tuesday,  May  1  next. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 
Trout  fishermen  are  having  improved  weather  con- 
ditions, and  sport  is  consequently  much  better  than  it  was 
ten  days  ago.  As  a  rule  the  fish  have  risen  best  in  the 
evenings,  and  expert  rodsters  have  taken  a  few  brace  with 
the  fly.  By  far  the  greater  number  of  anglers,  however, 
continue  to  prosecute  operations  with  the  bottom  tackle, 
and  the  maggot  has  been  responsible  for  several  nice 
dishes  of  trout.  The  warmer  weather  has  brought  out  an 
iucreased  number  of  flies,  and  sport  may  generally  be  said 
to  be  looking  up.  More  rods  have  been  at  work,  and  if 
the  present  weather  continues  there  should  be  nothing  to 
hinder  successful  sport,  excepting,  perhaps,  the  waters, 
which  are  now  beginning  to  suffer  from  the  spell  of  dry 
weather.  Some  warm  rains  would  be  immensely  beneficial. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  been  favoured  with  beautiful  weather  in  this 
district  during  the  past  week,  much  to  the  delight  of  our 
local  enthusiasts,  who  have  been  out  in  considerable  force ; 
but,  although  both  the  liver  Hull  and  most  other  streams 
are  in  first-class  condition,  no  takes  of  any  note  have  been 
made.  A  few  brace  of  nice-sized  trout  have  been  secured 
in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river,  and  odd  good  fish  have 
been  taken  in  the  tidal  waters  with  worm ;  but  the  river 
being  in  splendid  form  for  either  fly  or  minnow  fishing, 
and  insect  life  on  the  increase,  sport  should  soon  be  good, 
and  with  a  continuance  of  fine  waather  prospects  are  very 
favourable  ;  but  perhaps  the  lower  waters  would  be  all  the 
better  with  a  few  showers  of  rain  for  biit  fishing.  Yet 
the  tides  are  now  making,  and  this  should  improve 
matters  generally,  especially  at  Wawne  and  Dnnswell, 
where  several  heavy  fish  are  oa  the  move.  Bottom  fishing 
for  flounders  and  eels  is  on  the  improve,  and  some  nice 
fish  are  being  taken  at  Dunswell  and  Gibraltar ;  and  at 
Wawne  and  Cicey  eels  have  been  caught  during  the  week, 
with  the  aid  of  lobworms  and  black-heads,  that  have  scaled 
from  lib.  to  IJlb.  each,  flood  tides  proving  the  bast. 
Codlings  are  providing  fair  sport  in  the  river  Humbt  r,  off 
the  foreshore,  and  at  Paull  and  Stallingborongb.  The 
first  match  this  season  of  the  Waltonian  Angling  Society 
was  fished  on  the  river  Hull,  on  Swinemoor,  Mr. 
E.  Allison  securing  the  first  prize  with  ]4|oz.  ; 
Messrs.  F.  R.  Smith  and  H.  W.  Woollock  taking 
the  next  two.  The  River  Hull  Anglers  also  fished 
their  opening  match  at  the  same  place,  Mr.  R.  Nichol- 
son being  declared  the  first  winner,  with  lib.  7^oz.; 
Messrs.  H.  Herbert  and  T.  Shaw  followed  up  closely 
with  lib.  6jz.  each  for  second  and  third.  The  Osborne 
A.  A.  also  opened  their  season  on  the  river  at  Hull  Bridge, 
Mr.  R.  Fowler  taking  the  first  prize  with  lib.  lOoz. ; 
Mr.  Robert  Goodwin,  second,  with  lib.  Ijoz. ;  and 
Mr.  G.  Bibbj,  third,  with  ISJoz.  The  Starr  A  S.,  of 
Stoneferry,  fished  their  firct  match  Figham,  but  had 
only  very  moderate  sport;  Messrs.  S.  Tiusley,  C.  Laake, 
and  E  Dunn  were  the  first  thr^e  prizemen.  Tnis  sjciety 
has  a  meeting  at  htacqaarters  on  Monday  evening  to  fix 
their  second  match.  Pair  sport  is  b  ing  had  on  the 
Holderness  Drains  amongst  flounders,  which  are  now  fairly 
on  the  tun  in  these  waters.  The  Alexandra  A.  A.  opened  their 
season  on  the  Winestead  Drain,  at  Patrington,  and  although 
the  day  in  question  was  very  stormy  they  did  fairly  well,  Mr. 
H.  Hart  being  awarded  the  first  prize  with  21b.  12oz.,  Mr. 
G.  Atkin,  jun.,  having  lib.  14|.iz.  to  his  credit  for  second 
place,  and  Mr.  A.  Todd  lib.  13J^z.  for  third,  and  the 
other  competitors  had  also  very  fair  takes  of  fish.  The 
East  Hull  Band  A.S.  also  opened  their  season  at  the  same 
place,  Messrs.  G.  H.  Harrison,  J.  Lawson,  and  G. 
Thompson  taking  the  first  three  honours.  At  an  adjourned 
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Oi-oolszed  X^a.zxe,  X.ozxdorL  Bi-idge,  B.O.,  «&  1,  ^\xjry  St.,  St.  James',  S."W< 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(witFi  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 

TTS/-   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  ^^^1^ 


NOW  READY. 

THE 

NINETEENTH  CENTURY 

A  MONTHLY  REVIEW.  EDITED   BY  JAMES  KNOWLES. 

MAY,  1900.  Price  2s.  6d. 


I.  The  Question  of  Submarine  Boats.    By  Edmund  Eobertson, 
Q.C.,  M.P. 

II.  The  Dearth  of  Naval  Engineers.    By  Charles  E.  Lart. 

III.  Local  Beginnings  of  Imperial  Defence:   an  Example.  By 
Henry  Birchenough. 

rV.  The  Volunteers  and  the  Insecurity  of  England.    By  Colonel 
J.  G.  B.  Stopford. 

V.  American  Public  Opinion  of  the  War.    By  H.  H.  Bowen. 

"VI.  Marksmanship,  Old  and  New.    By  W.  A.  Baillie-Grohman. 

VII.  The  British  Sphere  in  Asia.    By  Charles  E.  D.  Black. 

VIII.  The  Elders  of  Arcady.    By  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jessopp. 

IX.  The  "Perseus  and  Andromeda"   of  Titian.     By  Claude 
Phillips. 

X.  Woman's  Brain.    By  Alexander  Sutherland. 

XI.  A  Chat  about  Jane  Austen's  Novels.    By  the  Eight  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Iddesleigh. 

XII.  The  True  Story  of  the  Prisoner  of  Chillon.    By  the  Baronne 
A.  Van  Amstel. 

XIII.  On  the  Merits  and  Demerits  of  Thrift.    By  Mrs.  Hugh  Bell. 

XIV.  Growing  Bureaucracy  and  Parliamentary  Decline.    By  Mrs. 

John  Eichard  Green. 

XV.  Women's  Clubs  in  America.    By  Margaret  Polson'  Murray. 

XVI.  Imperial  Federation  and  somo  Neglected  Colonial  Ties.  By 
John  Macdonell,  C.B. 

XVII.  The  Newspapers.    By  Sir  Wemyss  Eeid. 

ORDER  THROUGH  ANY  BOOKSELLER. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's 
HouBe,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.G. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY'S 

NEW  PUBLICATIONS. 


SIR  HERBERT  MAXWELL'S 

NEW  LIFE  OF  WELLINGTON. 

2  vols.,  363.  net.  {Fourth  Edition  Beady, 

"An  admirable  book."— lord  Salisbury. 
"  Excellent."— TAe  Times.  |    "  A  brilliant  success."— Z)at7y  Graphic. 

"  By  far  the  most  complete  and  satisfactory  biography  of  the  great  Duke."— /Y«?(f. 


SIDE  LIGHTS  ON  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

By  Rot  Devebeu.V.    With  Map.    Crown  870.,  cloth  extra,  63. 

[Third  Edition  Ready. 
"  Does  not  contain  a  single  dull  page."— Mali  Oazeiie. 


A  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  PRIVATEERS. 

Ry  Edgar  Stanton  Maclat,  A.M.,  Author  of  "A  History  of  the  United  State* 
Navy,"  "  Reminiscences  of  the  Old  Navy " ;  Editor  of  "  The  Journal  of  William 
Maclay,  U.S.  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  1789-1791."    With  37  Illnstraticns.    8vo..  gilt 
top,  cloth,  128.  6d.  net.  [Ready. 

"  The  volume,  a  valuable  contribution  to  naval  history,  is  illustrated  by  a  number  of  iaterestinf 
old  prints  and  portraits."— .?<;ci(s»iore. 


EXPERTS  ON  GUNS  AND  SHOOTING. 

By  G.  T.  Teasdale  Buckell,   Fully  Illustrated.   Royal  8vo.  Us.  net 

IReady. 

Fourteen  years'  experience  as  Editor  of  Land  and  Water  has  brousfht  the  Author  into  contact 
with  all  tho  new  Gunnery  Inventions  as  well  as  with  the  Inventors  themselves.  The  views  of  ths 
latter  the  Author  records,  each  upon  his  strongest  point  in  Gunnery,  when,  and  only  when,  he  can 
endorse  them  from  his  own  long  experience  of  sport. 

"  It  is  a  book  which  all  who  use  the  gun,  whef^er  they  be  the  most  experienced  shots  or  the 
veriest  tyros,  will  be  able  to  learn  from.   It  is  fully  illustrated  with  portraits  and  diagram." 

Scotsman. 

"  Should  be  In  the  library  of  all  shooters  who  care  to  closely  follow  the  history  of  the  Improve- 
ments in  shooting." — The  Irixli  Field. 


Tenth  Edition,  Illustrated  With  numerous  plates  and  diagrams,  ■502  pages, 
crown  8vo ,  Oloth  6s.  not. 

INSTRUCTION  IN  PHOTOGRAPHY- 

By  Sir  W.  de  W.  Abney,  K  G  B.,  D.C.L.,  F.R.S.  \Ready.  ■ 

*»*Bevised  and  greatly  enlarged,  bringing  the  book  up-to-date  and  including  additional  ohapterfl 
on  Photo-block  work.  Three-colour  work,  Hand-camera  and  Film  Photography,  I'apor  ProcesseiH 
New  Developers,  .tc  ,  .tc.  ■ 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON,  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.i 


OGDEN  AND  SCOTFORD, 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Anglers,  Fly  Dressers,  and  Manufacturers  of  First-class  Rods  and  Tackle.  Original  Makers  of  th 
Multum-in-Parvo  Trout  Rod  in  Greenheart,  Blue  Mahoe,  and  Built  Cane. 
O.  and  S.  have  a  very  large  and  varied  assortment  of  all  the  well-known  patterns  in  MAY  FLIES. 


April  28,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


317 


aoMting  of  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association,  b(>ld  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  the  roles  were 
revis  d  for  1900  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the 
rfgi^trar  reported  that  554  privilege  tickets  had  already 
been  issued  to  the  menibsrs.  The  next  ooancil  meeting 
will  be  held  at  headquarters  on  Wednesday  evening, 
May  2. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
The  annual  social  of  the  St.  Helens'  anglers  wag,  as 
anticipat<>d,  a  big  tbicg,  the  muster  of  members  aud 
friends  bfing  satisfactory.  During  the  evening  it  was 
announced  that  a  ma8>ive  silver  cup  on  pedestal  had  been 
presented  by  Messrs.  W.  H.  and  F.  Norman  as  a  challenge 
to  the  members  to  turn  np  and  compete  in  the  club 
fixtures.  To-day  the  executive  ooancil  of  the  N.A.A. 
meet  at  Oldham  to  dispose  of  the  following  agenda : 
Minutes,  and  other  rontine  business,  report  of  sab- 
committee  re  defence  fund ;  arrangements  for  grand 
match,  such  as  prizes,  medals,  conditions,  entrance, 
trains,  &c  ;  next  meeting,  and  other  bosinesa.  The 
Wigan  and  District  amalgamated  anglers  have  d>cided  to 
bring  their  annual  all  England  open  match  once  more  to 
Worsley.  Full  details  will  be  annonoced  shortly.  Councillor 
Levi  Booth  will,  as  usaal,  have  the  event  under  his  o  )ntrol. 
The  committee  of  the  Warrington  Angling  Association, 
with  commendable  forethonght,  have  issued  an  earnest 
appeal  to  all  members  to  "  keep  oS  the  grass  "  Tbii 
means  that  the  hay  grass  on  the  Bollin  fields  is  beginning 
to  grow,  and  fishermen  must  keep  to  the  banks,  and  by  so 
doing  will  make  the  farmers  their  eternal  friends.  With 
regard  to  a  certain  meeting  recently  held  at  Bossett  with 
the  idea  of  protecting  the  Alyn,  the  promoters  must  have 
diagnosed  the  case  very  badly.  In  the  first  place  there  is 
a  board  of  conservators  for  the  Dee,  and  the  Alyn,  being  a 
tributary,  naturally  comes  under  their  conrrol.  Here, 
then,  is  the  power,  and,  if  properly  approached,  no  doubt 
all  the  poaching  could  be  stopped.  In  the  second 
place,  it  is  admitted  there  is  i^enty  of  fish  in 
spite  of  all  these  abuses,  and  yet  it  is  suggested 
to  stop  all  non-residents  from  fishing.  This  is  a 
false  policy  for  two  reasons — it  indicates  covetousness  and 
shortsightedness  in  keeping  out  anglers'  money  which  is 
now  spent  in  the  district  for  somebody's  benefit.  Our 
rivers  are  spoken  of  as  somewhat  improved,  the  Bibble  by 
persistent  stocking,  the  Wyre  by  an  increased  temperature, 
and  the  Lune  by  a  few  freshets.  This,  all  round,  is  very 
acceptable  news,  and  we  may  now  look  vrith  confidence  to 
better  reports. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
Daring  the  present  dull  season,  when  everybody  is 
trying  to  emulate  Mark  Tapley,  subjects  for  conversation 
are  naturally  scarce.  There  is  one  top'c,  however,  and  a 
very  pleasing  one.  too,  and  that  is  the  o^miog  Mmchester 
fisheries.  The  officials  all  say  the  event  is  progrdseiug  well, 
but  mt  much  to  report,  and  thin  one  good  brother  modestly 
informs  the  writer  that  the  patronage  of  the  Duki  of  Arg)ll, 
the  Right  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Messrs.  C  E.  Schwann, 
M  P.,  L-ee  Koowles,  M.P.,  Frtdk.  Piatt  Higgina,  M  P., 
and  others,  has  been  obtained.  Is  this  not  a  big  item  of 
news  ?  Men  like  these  do  not  asaociite  their  names  nich 
shady  enterprises — ergo,  our  Fisheries  is  a  venture  of  the 
right  sort.  A  new,  or  perhaps  a  not  extensively  fished, 
resort  wiQ  be  better  known  before  this  snmmer  is  over  by 
our  city  rt  da.  Tissington  is  the  spot,  near  Ashbonrne. 
on  the  Dove.  Mr.  Colin  W.  Prince  has  cecurtd  a  good 
length  for  the  use  of  hb  friends  and  visitors.  Just  at 
present  the  wea»hvr  and  water  have  both  been  favoniable, 
and  oonsequen'ly  gwd  bdskets  resulted.  Alsop-en-le- 
Dale  is  the  nearest  station  (L.  andN.W.  Railway).  The 
Oonntv  Palatine  Angling  Association,  although  practically 
finished  with  stocking,  officially  announce  the  arrival  on  the 
23rd  of  700  roach,  rudd,  and  carp  for  their  waters  at  Irlam, 
and  the  gift  of  a  well-wisher  of  the  association.  Three  more 
dubs  have  decided  to  affiliate  with  tbis  association,  viz  , 
tiie  Buckley  Arms  A. 8  .  Swinton,  a  club  of  some  few 
years'  standing,  and  the  following  new  ones  :  "IThe  Arthur 
Piatford,  with  headquarters  at  the  XXX  Ir.n  Odk-street, 
West  Gorton,  and  the  High  Peak,  with  headqairters  at 
the  Bee  Hive  Inn,  New  Mills.  All  three  are  in  a  state  of 
efficiency,  and  should  materially  strengthen  the  roll  call 
of  the  CP  A.  A.  On  Monday  last  the  Moss  Side  Social 
Angling  Society  held  another  of  their  enjoyable  social 
evenings.  The  programme  was  provided  by  Mr.  Prax,  and 
a  good  one  it  was,  the  high  standard  of  excellence  in 
previous  events  being  well  maititained.  The  Buckland 
Angling  Society  held  their  usual  meeting  on  April  25,  and 
disposed  of  an  important-  agenda  They  start  the  season 
well  equipped,  and  confidently  anticipate  good  times.  One 
of  onr  city  rods  reports  the  capture  of  a  roach  (?)  21b 
last  week-end,  It  was  a  pity  the  close  season  compelled 
him  to  put  it  back. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
On  the  Shardlow  waters  of  the  Trent  Mr.  F.  Baker,  of 
the  City  Wellirgton  Society,  baa  creeled  a  brace  of  trout 
of  the  Loch  Laven  breed  weighing  over  71b.  Both  fish 
were  returned.  They  were  in  splendid  condition,  and 
showed  rare  fight  Daring  the  holidays  the  executive 
of  the  society  tamed  into  the  fishery  570  trout.  The  odd 
seventy  scaled  between  21b.  and  .31b.  each,  and  Mr.  Harry 
Spray,  the  enterprising  hon.  secretary,  is  in  treaty  for  a 
c  >Df)igDment  of  rxinbows  Moreover,  he  hss  receive  d» 
Cimmiseion  from  Mr.  T.  Wood,  lessee  of  the  Kiaa's  Mil  g 
stretch,  which  adj  ins  that  of  Shardlow,  to  s^kjk  the  same 
with  three-year-uids  up  t/^  a  handsome  figure.  L«t 
Satirday  the  Rndford  Victori*  Clab  ploc^d  in  the  fr^e 
waure  of  the  city,  below  Wilford  Biiige,  300  small 
trout,  the  gift  of  the  Trent  Fi  hery  Board.  After- 
wards the  half-yearly  dinner  and  prei-eatation  of 
pnzes  tof'k  pVc?  a'  headquarters,  under  tne  presidency  of 
Mr.  8.  Shaw.  Fifty-one  sat  down  to  the  good  things 
jworided  by  the  respected  host.  Councillor  C.  Lovett. 
The  chief  p  iz?  wirners  were  :  Mes  rs.  S.Bellfield  (c'anb), 


J.  Gee  (bream),  H.  Atkinson  (roach),  D.  Barber  (dace) ; 
T.  Palin  (perch),  and  J.  E  Wootton  (pope).  Oo  the 
Greet,  Mr.  A.  Dobson  has  creeled  a  few  trout  with  the 
bottom  bait;  whilst  a  handsomely  marked  fish  of  l^lb. 
has  fallen  to  the  rod  on  the  Greet— Mr  J.  Trnm*n,  the 
popular  president  of  the  City  Pisoatorials.  Salmon  have 
shown  on  the  Treni;  in  the  Wilford  district,  but  uo  to  the 
despatch  of  these  notes  no  sport  with  the  rod  had  been 
enjoyed. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
The  delightful  spring  weather  which  we  are  now  having 
is  an  agreeable  change  from  the  cold  winds  which  prevailed 
during  the  holidays,  and  there  are  now  plenty  of  anglers 
at  the  riverside.  Very  few  trout  have  so  far  been  taken 
in  the  Severn,  and  the  need  for  restocking  is  pressing. 
Since  the  Severn  Board  no  longer  issues  "  permits  "  to 
catch  coarse  £i'i  during  the  close  season  there  has  existed 
a  good  deal  of  misunderstanding  among  local  anglnrs  on 
the  subject.  It  may,  therefore,  be  well  to  affoidsome 
information  upon  the  point.  Generally  speaking, 
the  capture  or  sale  of  fresh  water  fish  between 
March  15  and  June  15  is  illegal,  and  the  Severn 
Board  may,  if  they  see  fit,  institute  prooeelings 
where  these  regulations  have  not  been  observed.  Tne  law, 
however,  makes  an  exception  in  favour  of  those  fishery 
owners  who  may  desire  to  destroy  crarse  fish  in  the  interests 
of  trout,  &c.  The  owners  may  either  take  pike  and  other 
coarse  fish  during  the  fence  months,  or  sive  permission  to 
anglers  fishing  their  water  to  do  so.  In  this  connection 
the  Shropshire  Association,  being  virtually  owners  of  a 
good  deal  of  the  Severn  fisheries,  may  anthorise  their 
members  or  ticket  holders  to  take  coarse  fish  at  any  time, 
and  such  permission  may  now  be  obtained  by  those  who 
care  to  avail  themselves  of  it.  The  conservators'  2s.  trout 
licence  should  in  all  cases  be  taken  out. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
We  have  had  a  week  of  charming  weather — sunny  days 
and  beautiful  warm  nights  —  wnich  has  converted  the 
country  into  a  veritable  flower  garden.  The  early  pear 
and  plum  trees  are  full  of  bloom,  and  the  grass  is  growing 
amazingly  fast.  A  great  number  of  flies  have  come  into 
life,  and  are  thick  on  the  water,  and  the  trout  have  been 
feeding  fairly  well  in  some  waters,  and  several  nici  dishes  of 
fish  have  been  caught  in  private  water  and  in  the  Teme,  but 
the  fish  taken  in  the  Teme  are  behind  others  in  condition. 
One  gentleman  told  me  a  trout  he  caught  16in.  ia  length 
weighed  under  l^lb.,  and  another  angler  had  a  brace 
between  llin.  and  12in.  in  length  which  did  not  scale  21b. ; 
but  with  the  greatlj  increased  fly  life  and  the  genial 
weather  we  are  having  conditio ^ns  will  improve  rapidly. 
S  me  nice  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  brooks  with  maggot 
and  worm,  but  I  fancy  the  late  dry  summer  led  to  the 
destruction  of  far  too  many  trout  in  the  small  streams,  and 
I  fear  sport  will  not  be  good  this  season.  Severn  and 
Teme  are  in  nice  order,  acd  until  to-day  the  wind  has  be^n 
westerly,  but  it  has  gone  round  to  the  east  again,  and  is 
much  colder,  and  blowing  stronger,  but  it  is  devoutly 
to  be  winhed  that  it  will  soon  veer  round  again. 
The  club  meetings  have  been  well  attended,  and  in  some 
of  them  there  is  great  anxiety  to  get  more  water,  but 
every  year  it  seems  more  diffiaalt  to  acqaire  any  fishing 
really  worth  having  and  with  the  rapidly  increasing 
number  of  angling  clubs  the  difficulty  will  increase  year 
by  year.  The  Worcester  Angling  Society  (the  mother  club 
of  the  city)  had  their  annual  meeting  at  the  Ball's  Head 
Inn,  High-street,  last  Tuesday  evening,  the  president, 
Mr.  J.  R.  H,  Ward,  in  the  coair.  There  was  a  good 
company  present,  who  were  charmed  with  a  capital 
selecti  n  of  music,  vocal  and  instrumental,  which  was 
rendered  in  first-c'ass  style.  The  talent  was  of  high  order, 
all  acquitting  ihamsaives  admirably,  encores  being 
frequent.  During  the  evening  a  beautiful  lot  of  prizes 
were  distributed  to  the  successfnl  competitors  in  the  past 
season's  competitions.  The  oha^i  pion  prize,  a  beautiful 
china  mug,  presented  by  Mr.  T.  Prosser,  and  made 
specially  at  the  Worcester  Royal  China  Works,  bearing  a 
clever  painting  of  a  trout  and  richly  decorated,  was  won 
by  Mr.  0.  8.  Avery,  an  accomplished  young  angler,  at  the 
annual  oating ;  he  also  wins  the  15-gninea  challenge  cup, 
whi(h  he  will  bold  for  the  present  year.  In  this  com- 
petition Mr.  T.  Prosser  took  second  prize  and  extra  prize 
for  heaviest  dace  ;  Mr.  Shipway,  third;  Mr.  H.  Cooper, 
fourth ;  Mr.  F.  A.  Leach,  fifth ;  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  sixth. 
In  the  first  competition  Messrs.  J.  J.  White  was  first ; 
W.Abbott,  eecond;  C.  Brown,  third  In  the  second 
competition  Messrs.  T.  Garlick  was  first ;  J.  Worrall, 
second;  A.  Probert,  third.  In  the  third  competition 
Mr.  H.  Cooper  was  first,  Mr.  C.  Brown,  second ;  H.  J. 
Probert,  third ;  8.  Knight,  fourth.  Mr.  G.  Leach  won 
the  priz«  for  heaviest  atrgregate  coarse  fish,  and  also  for 
heaviest  basket  in  one  day  Mr.  W.  Thrift,  2l8  for 
heaviest  aggregate  game  fit.h,  and  2l8.  for  heaviest  basket 
game  fish  in  one  day.  Mr.  A.  Broad,  2l8  for  heaviest 
brace  trout;  Mr.  L  Higgs,  skin  rug  for  heaviest  brace 
grayling.  The  president  got  through  his  duties  quickly 
and  well,  and  during  the  evening  the  challenge  cup  was 
well  wetted  with  '  cViam.,"  and  after  a  stirring  appeal 
from  Mr.  B<-uce  Wyatt.  a  capital  collection  was  made  for 
"  The  Patrio  io  Fund,"  and  this  very  joUy  meeting  dosed 
with  the  National  Anthem. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Eaeter  holiday  reports  present  varied  reading 
regarding  sport.  The  prospects  up  to  Good  Friday  were 
cheerless  and  unpromising,  but  the  hoped  for  change 
came,  Mud  anglers  were  as  pleased  as  agiioulturis's  to  note 
the  harbingers  of  epring.  Trout  fishing  has  not  been 
unsDccessfnl  generally,  as  it  was  feari-d  it  might  be.  It 
afforded  good  sport  on  several  waters,  notably  those  of  the 
Derwent,  and  the  Angling  Club  did  very  well  on  their 
opening  day.  The  Derwent  is  very  well  stocked  with 
trout,  and  enjojable  eport  is  obtainable  on  this  water  ard 


at  Soalby  Beck.  Nothing  like  remunerative  sport  was 
possible  up  to  the  middle  of  Easter  week  on  the 
Etk  but  afterwards  good  catches  were  made  by,  amongst 
other  ro>  men,  Mr.  J.  Moore  and  Mr.  J.  Williamson. 
Nice  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Swale.  Angling  has 
also  been  effective  on  the  Yora,  troat  affording  sport  at 
Aysgarth.  Tanfield,  and  on  other  popular  stretches  of  the 
river,  p'ishing  at  Bubwith,  near  Selby,  a  L«!ed«  angler 
hooked  a  141b.  pike.  The  York  A. A.  have  been  well 
represented  at  their  Pocklington  waters  this  Eauter.  J, 
Welbum,  G.  Moore,  and  J.  Gibson  were  the  most 
socci-ssful  members.  The  more  genial  weather  has 
hatchi^d  out  lots  of  flies,  and  with  the  streams 
in  nice  condition,  and  fish  rising  readily  to  the  lures, 
anglers  are  growing  contented.  Their  winter  of 
discontent,  however,  is  possibly  not  over.  At  the 
moment  of  writing  the  wind,  what  little  there  is  of 
it,  is  north-easterly  once  more,  and  fires  and  warm  clothing 
are  appreciated.  We  had  been  warned  that  depressions 
would  probably  try  to  encroach  on  our  west  and  north 
coasts,  and  they  seem  to  have  done  so,  for  cold  small  rain 
and  early  morning  snow  are  reported  in  York.  Trout 
fishers  will  find  me  of  the  best  casts  in  the  March  Brown, 
Rpanish  Needle,  Early  Brown,  and  Dark  Bloa,  with  Blue 
Partridge,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Poult  Bloa,  and  Stone  Midge 
for  a  higher  ten  perature.  An  ansliog  club  for  Malton 
and  district,  to  be  called  the  Fitzwilliam  Angling  Club, 
has  been  formed. 


Comsyoniimi 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opvnAona 
expressed  by  ov/r  Correspondents.^ 

BUILT  RODS  OF  MIXED  CANE  AND 
GREEN  aEART. 

Dear  Sie, — Owing  to  the  holidays  we  have  only  just 
seen  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  14th  inst.  We  notice  in 
it  an  article  from  the  Rtdditch  Indicator  on  Messrs. 
Alice  ck's  exhibit  at  the  Paris  Exhibition. 

In  the  article  they  speak  of  a  novelty  this  firm  has 
brought  out,  viz.,  a  hexagonal  rod,  buUt  with  alternate 
sections  of  cane  and  greenheart. 

We  feel  there  must  be  s  ime  mistake  in  Messrs.  Allcock 
making  a  claim  for  this  rod  as  eonaethiog  new,  as  we  have 
made  those  rods  for  sixteen  years,  and  sold  hundreds  of 
them.  They  were  also  exhibited  at  the  exhibitions  in 
London,  Edinburgh,  and  Glasgow,  and  were  noticed  by 
the  sporting  papers  at  the  time.  We  stnd  one  of  our  price 
lists  by  same  post,  confirming  what  we  state. 

We  would  not  have  troubled  you  with  this  matter  if  it 
were  not  that  the  large  circulation  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
makes  it  necessary  that  we  should  correct  the  statement 
PS  soon  as  it  came  to  our  notion. — Yours  respectfully, 

R.  Anderson  .\nd  Sons. 

67,  Prinoes-8tre»t,  Edinburgh. 
April  25.   

THE  SCARCITY  OF  BAITS  IN  WINTER  TIME. 

Dear  Sib, — Now  that  the  coarse  fishing  season  is  closed 
and  'hings  are  quiet  and  humdrum  (trout  excepted),  I 
would  bke  to  call  your  attention  toagiievance  which  I, 
and  many  hundreds  of  London  anglers,  I  might  say 
thousands,  have  also  suffered  the  same,  viz  ,  "  the  dearth 
of  worms  and  gentles,"  the  latter  in  particular  at  the 
closing  we  ks  of  the  season. 

About  Feb  26  I  had  the  prospect  of  some  good  fishing, 
so  I  set  myself  ih*  unpleasant  task  of  goioK  forth  seeking 
to  buy  some  gfntles.  Same  old  tale:  "Very  sorry,  sir, 
but  haven't  had  any  for  three  weeks."  This,  mind  you, 
from  my  own  tackle  maker.  Then  I  went  round  the  town 
to  nnmerous  shops  where  I  was  not  kmwn.  "  A  forlorn 
hope  "  before  I  started,  and  came  back  sadly  disappointed. 
Fortunately,  I  alighted  upon  a  north  country  advertise- 
ment offering  1000  fat  gentles  for  Is.  I  wrote  for  those 
gentles,  and  received  by  return  of  post,  carriage  paid. 
Is.  3d  ,  a  packet  of  the  above  securely  packed,  indeed  a 
fine  lot,  large,  fat,  and  healthy.  I  have  some  of  those 
gentles  now  in  a  strong  and  good  condition. 

Now,  sir,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  give  a  word  of  advice. 
Why  do  not  our  London  tackle  makers  put  themselves  in 
communication  with  the  Yorkshire  firms  of  breeders? 
Surely  they  could  be  supplied  even  on  more  advantageous 
terms. than  I  can  be.  If  the  number  of  gentles  wWch  I 
received  were  retailed  out  at  the  rate  of  twenty  a  penny  (a 
price  no  reasonable  man  would  object  to  in  the  hardest  of 
winter  _  weather)  it  would  give  the  dealers  a  profit,  at  the 
same  time  oblige  their  customers,  and  ofttimes  gladden 
their  hearts.  I  should  like  to  hear  the  opinion  of  some  of 
your  readers  upon  this  matter.  Also,  will  some  member 
of  the  trade  kindly  say  a  few  words,  because,  I  may  point 
out,  we  only  ask  a  favour  of  them  just  at  the  end  of  the 
dreary  winter,  whereas  they  want  ours  all  the  year  round. 
— Yours  respectfully,  Disappointed, 

SOME  QUERIES  AND  NOTES. 
Dear  Sir, — In  view  of  the  approaching  May  Fly  season, 
many  of  your  readers  would,  I  am  sure  be  very  grateful 
for  any  hicts  or  directions  as  to  "dapping"  with  tte 
natural  fly. 

What  rod  is  necessary Is  a  special  line  recommended  ? 
Wh  at  kii  d  and  size  of  hook  ;  how  much  mt ;  where  is  the 
"  fl  IBS  s)l<"  nut;  and  what  is  to  prevent  a  good  fish 
taking  out  sufficient  line  to  wet  it  ? 

Parsonally,  I  hs'  e  tbe  haziest  ideas  on  the  whole  matter 
and  therefore  Cupio  discere. 

Some  few  mouths  back  yon  gave  details  of  a  new  and 
good  knot  for  casts.  I  should  like  to  hear  of  any  other 
thoroughly  reliable  and  neat  knots  any  of  your  readers 
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may  know.  Most  of  those  in  common  use  are  either  very 
clnmay  or  not  to  be  trusted. 

An  article  on  the  whole  subject  cf  kcots  frr  caste, 
attaching  droppers,  attaching  reel  line  to  cast,  and  also 
for  the  gut  loops  of  salmon  flies  would  be  niost  intprestirg. 

Another  subject  which  should  be  now  ripe  for  £i;cu8eion 
and  definite  decision  is  the  use  of  formalin  as  a  pre- 
aerrative. 

I  have  used  it  for  some  considerable  time  with  the 
happiest  results,  but,  judging  from  the  cr>rreepondence  in 
your  paper,  much  mifapprehension  still  exists  as  to 
quantities  acJ  usage.  Gljcprine  and  methylated  spirits 
are  not  to  be  compared  with  it,  in  my  opinion. 

I  noticed  last  week  a  query  as  to  Windermere  fishing  in 
August.  Fly  fishing  for  trout  is  then  quite  useless,  and 
only  perch  or  pike  are  worth  trying  for.  Trout  fishing 
opened  on  March  3,  and  has  so  far  been  very  gcod  indeed, 
and  fish  in  splendid  condition.— Tours  sincerely, 

Dalton-in-Furness,    Wm.  H.  Pearsall. 

SEVERN  BOARD  OF  CONSERVATORS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  is  an  extract  from  the 
superintendent's  report : 

"  The  salmon  spawning  season  on  the  whole  has  been 
satisfactory,  but  owing  to  the  height  of  the  water  it  has 
been  difficult  to  see  the  fish  on  the  beds.  Salmon  fishing 
opened  well  in  the  middle  and  upper  districts — a  decided 
improvement  over  last  year — but  the  take  of  fish  in  the 
estuary  so  far  las  not  been  good.  Trout  fishing :  Not 
much  has  been  done,  owing  to  the  cold  weather,  and  the 
fish  that  have  been  taken  were  in  poor  condition.  Pike  are 
still  on  the  increase,  one  draft  net  alone  having_  taken  over 
twenty,  some  of  them  very  large  fish.  I  wish  to  call 
your  particular  attention  to  the  weir  at  Penybont,  on  the 
Tanat.  Since  it  was  erected  very  few  salmon  have  been 
seen  on  the  spawning  beds,  which  will  prove  a  great  loss, 
as  the  best  spawning  ground  is  above  the  weir.  The 
bailiffs  are  doing  satisfactory  work,  but  with  so  few  men  it 
is  very  difficult  to  watch  this  large  district  as  it  should  be." 
—I  remain,  &c.    Wm.  Clement. 

ANGLINO  AT  INGLETON  (YORKS.). 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  read  such  glowing  accounts  of 
the  above  in  the  way  of  re-stocking,  &o.  If  every  member 
of  the  association  will  make  himself,  as  he  is  expected  to 
do,  a  good  river  watcher,  I  doubt  not  there  will  be  an  end 
to  the  complaints,  formerly  so  rife,  of  wholesale  poaching, 
and  great  quantities  of  good  front  smuggled  off  to  the 
large  towns.  Two  better  streams  in  a  more  bracing  and 
pic';ure£que  locality  I  know  not  of. — Yours,  &c.,  Bobs. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir,— My  wife  and  I  purpose  spending  our 
holiday  this  year  in  Ireland,  but  we  cannot  afford  to  put 
up  at  an  hotel.  What  we  require  is  respectable  lodging 
accommodation,  with  attendance,  in  some  quiet  place  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  fairly  good  trout  stream  within  compara- 
tively easy  reach  of  Dublin  by  rail.  Can  any  of  your 
readers  help  us  in  the  matter  ?— Yours,  &c.,  Nemo. 

SEA  TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND  IN  APRIL 
AND  MAY. 

Dear  Sir,- I  enclose  a  cutting  from  the  Fishing 
Gazette  a  fortnight  ago. 

In  consequence  of  this  I  wrote  to  Hanlon's  Hotel,  for  I 
wished  to  take  a  short  fishing  holiday  amongst  the  white 
trou';,  and  received  a  very  polite  reply  that  it  is  too_  early 
for  sea  trout  fishing— the  autumn  is  the  proper  time.— 
Yours  truly,  John  T.  Harris. 

April  20. 

r  Messrs.  Enright  inform  us  that  they  have  written  to 
their  informant  for  an  explanation. — Ed.] 

SEA  FISHING  NEAR  LIVERPOOL  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir,— I  should  feel  it  an  extreme  favour  if  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  could  give  me  a  few  particulars  as 
to  the  eei  fishing  (if  any)  to  be  had  in  or  around  Liverpool, 
New  Brighton,  Egremont,  or  Birkenhead;  also  as  to 
tackle,  and  whether  from  boat,  the  beach,  or  piers.  I  am 
a  member  of  two  angling  clubs  here,  but  can  get  uo 
information  as  to  sea  fishing.  Have  made  inquiries 
elsewhere,  but  with  very  little  success. 

I  trust  I  am  not  troubling  you,  but,  as  a  long  reader  of 
the  Gazette,  I  know  of  your  kindness  in  helping  any 
inquirer. — Yours  truly,    ____  H.  Bainks. 

FISHING  IN  CONNEMARA. 
Dkar  Sir,— I  and  three  friends  purpose  making  a 
trout  fishing  excursion  for  a  week  at  Whitsuntide  to  Con- 
nemara,  and  would  be  thankful  for  any  information 
relating  to  the  accommodation  and  fishing  to  be  obtained 
at  Spiddle.  Inveran,  Cashel,  or  the  district  round  about 
Galway. — Yours  truly,    Cv<  list. 

FLIE??  FROM  DERWENTWATER. 

Dkar  Sir,— I  enclose  two  flies  taken  from  Derwentwater 
I/ike,  and  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  can  name  them  for 
me;  no  ore  here  seems  to  know  what  they  are.  They 
appear  too  big  for  Blue  Duns,  and  not  the  riaht  colour  for 
Mai  oh  Browns.  An  answer  through  the  Fisliing  Gazelle 
will  greatly  obliae.— Yours  very  truly,        8.  Venour. 

I'ortinscale,  Keswick. 

'  The  specimens  arrived  alive,  but  imperfect  We  should 
say  the  fly  is  the  Turkey  Brown.— Kit.  . 


"A  FISHERMAN'S  PAItADISE"  REVISITED. 

Dkar  Sir,— In  last  June  or  July  you  kindly  inserted 
an  account  1  wrote  of  the  above  in  your  valuable  paper, 
which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  has  had  tho  effect  of  drawing 


attention  to  what  I  consider  the  best  all-round  fishing 
preserve  in  England. 

At  the  present  time  the  Royal  Sands_  Hotel,  Slapton 
(midway  between  Dartmouth  and  Eingsbridge,  with  a  good 
service  of  coaches  each  day),  is  quite  full,  and  although 
the  weather  this  Easter  has  been  dead  against  jack  fishing, 
the  wind  being  so  strong,  the  visitors  have  had  good  sport. 
As  I  left  the  hotel  this  evening  the  boats  came  in,  one 
visitor  having  two  fish,  of  101b.  and  CJlb.,  besides  having 
taken  several  others. 

Very  fine  rudd  of  nearly  21b.  are  now  being  taken; 
these  fish  give  great  sport  with  the  fly.  My  own  bag  for 
seven  days  has  been  136  jack  hocked,  almost  an  average  of 
twenty  a  day. 

My  two  best  days  were  twenty-nine  and  thirty  fish. 
The  weights  ranged  from  81b.  to  a  little  under  31b. ;  but  a 
large  proportion  were  fish  of  41b.  to  71b.,  and  some  of 
them  in  fine  condition.  I  think  the  fish  in  this  water 
spawn  early.  I  only  took  two  who  had  not  done  so,  which 
were,  of  course,  returned. 

No  one  would  believe,  unless  they  had  tried  it,  the  sport 
there  is  to  be  got  out  of  these  fish.  I  always  use  an  8ft. 
Hardy's  split-cane  steel  centre  trout  red,  with  a  short 
minnow  top,  and  spin  with  a  very  fine  line  and  single  gut 
trace. 

Mr.  Cobley  has  improved  his  hotel  since  last  season, 
and  it  is,  as  it  has  always  been,  the  perfection  of  cleanliness 
and  good  cooking.  The  visitors  since  last  June  have  left 
evidence  in  the  visitors'  book  of  having  been  delighted 
with  the  place  ard  sport.  There  is  a  small  stream 
running  into  the  Ley.  and  just  now  there  are  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  perch  to  be  seen  in  it,  some  of  them 
very  good  fish. 

My  old  boatman,  John  Pepperell,  is  still  to  the  fore, 
and  will  be  glad  to  pilot  any  intending  visitor  to  the  best 
places  for  pike  or  perch.  ,     ,  • 

I  can  strongly  advise  anyone  fond  of  the  sea  and  fishing 
to  pay  Slapton  a  visit  this  springs,  the  best  time  is  now 
coming  on.  There  is  also  good  bass  and  pollack  fishing 
from  May  to  September. 

The  country  drives  are  very  pretty,  and  the  churches 
are  worth  a  visit.  Those  liking  a  high  church  service  will 
prefer  Slapton  ;  but  at  Stokenham  there  is  a  charming  old 
church,  with  a  really  evangelical  service,  which,  I'm  sorry 
to  say,  is  a  rare  thing  to  find  in  Devonshire. 

I  shall  hope  to  pay  Slapton  Ley  another  visit  next  year 
— and  remain.  Yours  truly,  J.  B.-L. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  LOCH  GARRY. 

Dear  Sir,— I  would  be  very  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  give  me,  from  personal  know- 
ledge if  possible,  any  information  regarding  the  trout 
fishing  in  Loeh  Garry,  Inverness-shire,  in  the  month  of 
August.  I  know,  of  course,  that  August  is  not  a  good 
month  as  a  rule,  but  some  waters  fish  fairly  well  then,  in 
others  it  is  not  worth  wetting  a  line.  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  in  the  loch  named  or  in  any  other  in  the 
western  part  of  Inverness  or  Argyll  it  is  possible  to  get 
fair  brown  trout  fishing  in  August. 

Any  information  will  be  most  gratefully  received  by— 
Yours  truly,  ____  ^r. 

ATTACHMENT  FOR  EYED  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir,— There  can  be  no  objection  to  your  corre- 
spondent, "  F  .M.  L. ,"  attaching  an  eyed  fly  for  dry  fly  fishing 
by  looping  it  on  to  the  loop  at  end  of  oast ;  before  eyed 
hooks  came  in  we  all  did  this  or  something  similar.  Like 
your  correspondent  my  sight  has  not  been  good  enough 
for  me  to  use  Major  Turle's  knot,  the  best  when  it  can  be 
used,  and  the  simplest  of  any. 

I  should  advise  "  F.M.L."  to  do  as  I  do— order  what  flies 
he  may  want  from  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  tied  on  eyed 
hooks,  the  gut  about  12in.  long  from  the  fly,  then  loop,  or 
tie.  to  the  oast.  .         ,, .   t  •„ 

If  "  F.M.L."  would  care  to  have  a  fly  bed  like  this,  I  will 
willingly  send  him  one  as  a  pattern.— Yours  truly, 

  Henry  Hammans. 

FINE  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir,— Last  season  you  kindly  inserted  my  reply  to 
your  correspondent  "Surgeon"  about  trout  fishing  in 
Scotland,  and  I  bad  over  twenty  letters  to  answer. 
I  induced  seven  anglers  to  go  down  to  the  Tweed.  They 
were  all  delighted,  and  several  of  them  repeated  thetr 
visit  later  in  the  season.  For  excellent  free  sport, 
beautiful  Highland  scenery,  thirty  miles  of  lovely  river, 
and  nominal  charges,  there  are  few  places  on  earth  to 
approach  this  district.  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  intending 
anglers  information  if  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  insert 
this  in  your  widely-read  paper.— Yours,  &o.,   W.  Smith. 

Iligham  Hill  Fishery.  Walthamstow,  Essex. 
April  23,  1000. 


MR  GEO.  H.  MATTHEWS'  NEW  FISHING 
BROGUE  AND  BOOT  STUD. 

Dear  Sir,— I  send  you  herewith  a  piece  of  leather 
containing  a  stud  which  I  have  devised  with  a  view  to  its 
being  used  for  the  soles  of  fishing  brogues  and  shooting 
boots,  especially  the  former,  in  lieu  of  the  present  style  of 
nailing,  which  is  so  often  a  source  of  danger,  to  say  nothing 
about  trouble  and  annoyance. 

You  will  observe  the  easy  manner  in  which,  in  case  of 
need  (which  according  to  the  work  done  will  be  more  or 
less  rare),  a  ftud  can  be  replaced,  even  at  the  water  side. 
This  sample  is  not  quite  the  identical  article  which  I  am 
having  made,  but  it  will  show  you  the  principle  of  the 
thing,  and  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  will  give  me 
your  opinion  as  to  its  utility  for  the  purposes  which  I  have 
enumerated. 

Tho  number  of  studs  re.iuisite  for  the  sole  of  a  brogue, 
say  size  nine,  is  from  sixteen  to  eighteen,  the  weight  of 


which  will  not  exceed,  to_  any  appreciable  extent,  that  of 
the  thirty-five  or  forty  rails  usually  used  in  the  sole  of  a 
brogue  of  the  same  size. 

The  cost  of  production  may  be  slightly  more  than  that  ! 
of  the  nails,  but,  of  course,  all  would  depend  upon  how  the 
sockets  or  collars,  are  made  whether  oast  or  made  by 
hand.    If  the  former,  there  should  not  be  any  excess,  I 
because  the  studs  themselves  can  be  purchased  ready  made  I 
by  machinery,  while  the  sockets  or  collars  will  cost  very 
little  indeed. 

Against  this  slight  extra  cost  there  is  the  greatly  in- 
creased life  of  the  studding  as  compared  with  nailing,  and 
consequently  the  increased  life  of  the  soles  of  the  brogues. 

On  looking  at  the  socket  it  may  appear  that  in  fixing  tha 
stud  in  its  place  it  is  possible  to  turn  the  socket  round. 
In  the  perfect  article  this  will  not  be  the  case,  as  I  have 
a  contrivance  which  not  only  increasss  the  hold  in  tha 
leather,  but  renders  it  an  impossibility  to  move  the  socket 
in  any  way.  The  only  thing  necessary  to  ensure  perfection 
in  this  respect  is  a  little  care  on  the  part  of  the  maker  of 
the  brogues,  who,  when  fitting  the  sockets,  must  see  that 
they  are  tightly  fixed  in  the  soles.  Even  where  they  ara 
not  quite  so  tightly  fixed,  the  contrivance  above  referred  to 
quite  puts  an  end  to  any  difficulty  which  may  arise  on  thii 
score. 

The  points  whichj  to  my  own  mind,  favour  the  use  of 
this  studding  are :  (a)  The  easy  manner  in  which  the 
studs  can  be  replaced ;  (b)  the  impossibility  for  the  stads 
to  fall  or  become  kicked  out  of  the  soles  ;  (c)  it  is  not  ai 
all  likely  that  they  will  wear  down  as  quickly  as  the  nailji 
at  present  used  ;  (d)  the  wearer  of  brogaes  fitted  with  this 
stud  has  such  a  perfect  grip  that  his  chances  of  slipping 
over  greasy  and  moss-covered  rocks,  &c.,  are  reduced  to 
the  minimum,  if  not  absolutely  done  away  with. 

Of  course,  the  sockets  will  have  to  be  fixed  in  the  soles 
before  the  latter  are  attached  to  the  brogues.  This  is  by 
no  means  difficult,  and,  as  I  have  already  indicated,  on^ 
requires  a  little  ordinary  care  while  the  fixing  process 
is  on. 

As  to  corrosion,  and  its  action  on  the  leather,  it  is  not 
apparent  that  this  will  be  greater  with  the  sockets  than 
with  ordinary  nails,  but  in  the  event  of  such  being  tho 
case,  the  remedy  would  be  to  have  the  sockets  made  in 
brass  or  some  other  equally  non-corrosive  metal. 

To  prevent  the  studs  rusting  in  the  sockets  all  that  is 
necessary  is  to  dip  the  studs  in  Russian  or  other  good 
tallow  before  inserting  them  in  the  sockets. 

It  may  probably  occur  to  you  that  with  the  number  of 
studs  requisite  the  socket  plates  in  the  sole  will  tend  to 
stiffen  same  and  prevent  elasticity  in  the  tread.  From 
experienca  with  soles  which  I  have  had  made  up  in  this 
way  this  is  not  borne  out. 

If  you  think  anything  of  the  idea,  and  I  am  not 
trespassing  too  much,  may  I  ask  the  favour  of  a  paragraph 
in  your  valuable  paper  ? 

'Trusting  I  am  not  troubling  you  at  too  great  a  length, 
and  thanking  yon  in  anticipation  of  a  reply  at  yoni 
convenience. — I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Geo.  H.  Matthew,*. 

Bogerstone,  Monmouthshire. 

P.S.— I  would  remark  that  I  have  applied  f or  provisioniil 
protection  for  this. 

[Nothing  bat  the  actual  wear  and  tear  of  a  season'ij 
fishing  on  a  rocky  river  can  settle  the  question  as  tq 
whether  Mr.  Matthews's  idea  will  prove  as  good  ill 
practice  as  it  certainly  seems  to  us  to  be  in  theory.  _  We 
hope  he  will  go  on  with  his  experiments,  for  there  is  no 
doubt  a  really  good  stud  for  brogues  and  wading  boots  it 
badly  wanted.  Mr.  Matthews  provides  a  screw  socket 
with  a  flat  base,  into  which  the  studs  are  screwed,  so  that 
when  nearly  worn  down  they  can  be  replaced  by  new  oneS4 
The  tread  of  the  foot  is  on  leather  on  the  flat  base  of  t'le 
socket  fin.  diameter,  eo  there  is  no  fear  of  the  screwi 
pushing  through  and  causing  discomfort  from  lumps  oi; 
the  inside  of  the  sole  of  the  brogue,  which  soon  cause 
corns  on  the  soles  of  the  feet.  We  hope  Mr.  Matthewt 
will  succeed  in  his  aim. — Ed.] 

ALARMING  DECREASE  OF  SEA  FISH. 
Dear  Sir,— I  am  glad  to  see  that  this  matter  is  nof 
being  allowed  to  rest,  and  one  cannot  be  too  pleased  fa, 
see  attention  drawn  to  the  fact  whenever  there  is  at 
opportunity.  My  late  father  was  everlastingly  writing 
about  it,  in  fact,  in  1870,  he  read  a  paper  before  th« 
Devonshire  Association  on  the  degeneration  of  onr  aas 
fisheries,  which  was  reprinted  in  the  journal  of  theii 
transactions.  I  have  never  missed  an  opportunity  sinw 
then  of  pressing  the  matter  home,  and  I  have  writteft 
several  articles  in  your  paper  on  the  subject,  and  also  on 
the  artificial  hatching  and  rearing  of  sea  fish.  I  feel  soM 
that  the  Government  will  ibe  obliged  to  take  this  mattei 
up,  for  it  is  a  noted  fact  that  our  fishermen,  both 
trawlers  and  hookers,  have  to  go  farther  afield  for  iliaii 
fish ;  in  fact,  some  of  our  Plymouth  trawlers  are  obliged 
to  go  down  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  as  the  home  grounds  bk 
so  entirely  depleted.  I  do  not  think  any  restriction  tofli* 
size  of  the  mesh  of  the  trawl  will  remedy  the  evil,  for  1 
remember  on  one  occasion,  whilst  trawling  in  the  Sound, 
picking  up  a  small  gold  locket,  about  the  size  of  mj 
thumb  nail,  although  the  mesh  of  my  :rawl  was  2in.  ttm 
knot  to  knot,  or  what  is  known  in  the  trade  as  a  4in.  msih, 
which  is  big  enough  for  anything.  I  trust  that  the  MarilM 
Biological  Society,  which  is  doing  such  excellent  work,  ud 
everybody  else  interested,  will  keep  pegging  away  until  W« 
compel  the  Government  to  tak  i  some  practical  steps  for  Uli! 
artificial  breeding,  rearing  and  nursing  our  of  sea  fish.— 
Yours  truly,  William  Heardkb  (B.S.A.S.). 


FoRRieN  Books  and  Pkriodioals.— Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dunstan'B  House,  Fotter-lttiio,  London, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  PerlodiciilB.  F»* 
train  consignments  from  tbeir  Oonttneiital  agtnts  twice  a  w«e« 
Catalogue  gratis. 
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THE  SALMON  PROBLEM. 


NATURAL  WASTE  AND  ARTIFICIAL 
PROPAGATION. 

It  is  estimated  that  only  2  per  cent,  of  the 
eggs  deposited  on  the  natural  redds  by  salmon 
ever  come  to  the  adult  stage.  This  estimate  is 
generally  accepted  as  fairly  correct.  If  anything, 
it  may  be  outside  the  mark.  It  certainly  is  not 
inside  it,  else  the  cry  for  the  lack  of  fish  would 
not  exist.  The  salmon  and  trout  deposit  about 
1000  eggs  for  every  pound  of  their  weight  up  to  a 
certain  point.  Fish  of  three  and  four  years  of 
age  have  more  procreative  energy  than  more 
matured  fish,  hence  the  limit.  It  is  generally 
accepted  aa  a  rule  with  naturalists  and  pisci- 
culturists that  young  fish  have  a  healthier  and 
more  prolific  progeny  than  fish  past  a  certain  age. 
In  fact,  it  is  the  same  all  round  in  the  world  of 
nature.  So  a  salmon  of  81b.  will  emit  8000  eggs 
at  hatching  time,  but  only  160  of  these  will  hatch 
out  as  alevins,  pass  the  fry,  parr,  and  smolt 
stages,  and  reach  the  category  of  grilse  and 
salmon. 

On  the  face  of  it  there  is  a  gigantic  waste  in 
nature  from  the  egg  to  the  adult  salmon  stage. 
Of  our  8000  eggs  764^)  are  lost  as  eggs,  alevins, 
fry,  parr,  or  smolt — ninety-eight  out  of  every 


hundred.  It  is  the  same  with  sea  fish,  and  even 
more  so.  The  cod  emits  at  different  periods  of 
the  hatching  season,  which  extends  from  a  month 
to  six  weeks,  some  8,000,000  eggs,  and  only  2  per 
cent,  reach  the  adult  age,  so  that  there  is  even  a 
greater  waste  there.  If  it  were  otherwise  the 
waters  would  soon  be  teeming  with  cod,  and 
devoid  of  every  other  living  thing  that  could  be 
got  into  its  rapacious  gullet.  The  plaice,  the 
beau  ideal  of  the  smaller  species  of  flat  fish, 
excluding  turbot  and  halibut,  which  grow  to 
immense  weights  in  some  waters  that  are  undis- 
turbed by  the  ubiquitous  trawler,  emits  30,000 
eggs  during  its  month  of  spawning,  and  the 
herring  some  34,000  during  its  three  weeks  or  so, 
and  of  all  these  only  2  per  cent,  ever  reach  the 
adult  stage. 

Thus  all  round  there  is  a  tremendous  waste  in 
nature,  and  the  salmon  species  is  not  singular  in 
this  respect.  It  is  decidedly  better,  considering 
the  comparatively  small  number  of  eggs  it 
deposits,  than  the  herring  or  the  plaice,  and  very 
much  more  so  than  the  cod  and  haddock  species. 
The  salmon  deposits  very  few  eggs  for  its  size  and 
weight  compared  with  the  same  size  and  weight 
of  sea  fish,  but,  then,  their  conditions  of  spawn- 
ing are  quite  different.  The  salmon  eggs  ripen 
well  together,  and  a  female  fish  will,  when  undis- 
turbed, deposit  all  her  8000  eggs,  say,  in  from 
three  to  ten  days  as  the  extreme  limits,  according 
to  the  temperature.  They  (the  eggs)  are  thus  all 
subject  to  the  same  causes  affecting  success  or 
failure.  The  cod  or  plaice,  on  the  other  hand, 
deposits  its  eggs  by  quantities  as  they  ripen.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  the  cod  hen  fish  to  carry 
this  large  number  of  eggs  were  it  otherwise.  The 
eggs  are  very  small  tUl  within  a  day  or  two  of 
their  being  emitted,  when  a  certain  quantity 
enlarge,  ripen  off,  and  are  accordingly  discharged, 
making  room  in  the  ovaries  for  another  portion 
to  follow  suit. 

Thus  it  comes  about  that  although  the  first 
hatch  of  plaice  or  cod  or  herring  eggs  may  be 
destroyed,  the  second  may  be  saved,  and  this  wise 
provision  in  nature  gives  them  time  to  escape 
from  their  enemies,  or  to  seek  "  fresh  fields  and 
pastures  new "  in  the  shape  of  purer  water  or 
more  prolific  feeding  grounds  for  the  young 
broods. 

Yet  there  is  a.  great  waste  in  nature.  There  is 
no  getting  over  that  fact.  There  is  no  doubt  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  this  enormous  waste  in 
the  vast  quantity  of  eggs  which  even  the  smallest 
of  the  "things  which  move  in  the  waters 
beneath"  emit  in  the  course  of  their  domestic 
operations,  but  still  the  waste  is  appalling.  Can 
this  waste  be  checked,  regulated,  and  controlled 
by  the  hand  of  man  for  his  good  ? 

It  is  said  that  the  cod  and  haddock  are  natives 
of  colder  latitudes,  and  that  they  have  come  into 
the  waters  of  the  North  Sea  and  the  coast  (south  ) 
of  Norway  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  on  the  eggs 
of  the  herring  and  plaice  and  such  like.  The 
herring  and  plaice  are  surrounded  with  enemies 
on  every  hand,  and  in  a  parallel  way  so  are  the 
salmon  and  trout.  The  eel  is  one  of  the  most 
inveterate  salmon  egg  and  salmon  fry  poachers 
that  exist.  We  have  taken  fifty  fry  of  about  lin. 
long  and  from  eight  to  ten  weeks  old  out  of  the 
gullet  and  stomach  of  a  12oz.  eel,  which  appeared 
amongst  the  fry  as  they  were  being  turned  into 
the  river  out  of  the  hatchery,  and  all  these  were 
gobbled  in  the  seven  minutes  or  so  it  took  us  to 
fetch  a  landing  net  to  capture  it.  So  intent  was 
it  on  the  feed  that  its  capture  was  easily  effected, 
but  not  before  it  had  accounted  for  half  a  hundred 
salmon  fry. 

The  eel  hunts  with  its  snout  down  over  every 
inch  of  ground,  and  works  more  by  smell  than 
sight.  He  bores  into  the  sand  even  to  haH  his 
body  when  he  comes  upon  a  redd  covered  up.  We 
have  again  and  again  proved  that  he  hunts  by  the 
smell.  A  bum  mouth  is  a  famous  spot  for  the 
eel.  It  was  our  sport  of  an  evening  to  hang  a 
tassel  of  lob  worms  over  a  wooden  bridge  fiilly 
60yds.  or  so  above  the  mouth  of  a  burn,  and 
watch  the  eels  as  they  gradually  began  to  move 
when  the  first  taint  of  the  current  brought  them 
up  from  the  bottom  and  out  from  the  sides  on  the 
hunt  for  the  worms  ;  and  then  a  good  dish  would 
be  killed  in  due  course,  when  wanted,  or  as  many 
of  the  "  brutes  "  destroyed  as  would  attach  them- 
selves to  the  worms  or  other  tackle  in  order  to 
rid  the  river  as  much  as  possible  of  the  pest.  But 
the  pike,  the  trout,  the  kelt  salmon,  and  such  like 


are  all  inveterate  enemies  of  the  salmon  eggn  and 
the  salmon  fry.  It  is  also  a  well-known  fact  that 
a  very  large  percentage  of  naturally  deposited  eggs 
are  not  fecundated,  and  consequently  are  use- 
less. But  perhaps  the  worst  waste  occurs  when 
there  is  any  pollution  about.  Those  who  have 
charge  of  hatcheries  know  how  difficult  a  thing 
it  is  to  keep  dust  particles  from  gathering 
on  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  what  a  calamity 
it  is  when  anything  happens  to  the  water  supply. 
If  this  be  the  case  in  the  hatchery,  where  every  thing 
is  done  to  assist  nature,  how  can  it  be  well  with 
natural  deposits  when  nature  is  not  only  left  to 
shift  for  itself  but  sometimes  everything  is  done 
to  retard  it  ?  There  the  waste  cannot  but  be  great 
indeed.  Again,  modem  farming  improvements 
have  so  changed  the  general  character  of  our 
rivers  and  streams  that  the  sudden  spate  and  the 
long  stretch  of  drought  are  now  their  character- 
istics, instead  of  the  gradually  filling  and  as 
gradually  emptying  of  the  river-basin  that  used 
to  prevail  before  the  watershed  came  tinder  the 
estate  engineer's  drainage  scheme.  The  result  is 
that  the  head  of  early  spring  salmon  are  forced 
from  the  droughts  that  prevail  into  the  upper 
waters  of  the  main  stream  in  numbers  quite 
beyond  anything  these  waters  can  carry.  The 
fish  can  be  seen  in  layers  in  the  upper  pools  wait- 
ing the  first  autumn  floods  to  go  upon  the  few 
redds  at  the  disposal  of  such  a  crowd.  The  fact 
is,  there  is  practically  no  room  for  them  to  deposit 
their  ova  on  fresh  redds,  as  undoubtedly  should 
be  the  case,  and  two,  three,  and  four  pairs  of  fish 
are  often  seen  working  after  each  other  on  the 
same  redd.  In  such  a  case  the  first  and  second, 
and  probably  most  of  the  third,  deposits  are  thus 
lost,  and  here  again  comes  in  a  fearful  waste  right 
at  the  start.  Moreover,  many  redds  which  used 
to  be  easily  covered  have  from  this  drainage 
blight  become  exposed  to  frost  and  drought  after 
the  autumn  floods  have  tempted  the  spawners  on 
to  them,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  waste  in  this 
respect  has  of  recent  years  become  enormous. 

The  first  remedy  for  the  most  of  these  evils  is 
the  encouragement  of  artificial  hatching.  The 
question  of  the  real  value  of  artificial  hatching  has 
not  yet  been  taken  in  hand  by  any  authoritative 
body  such  as  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  or 
the  department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  England 
which  has  charge  of  the  inland  fisheries.  But  for 
all  that  there  is  a  presumption  in  its  favour,  and 
wherever  the  salmon  hatchery  has  been  established 
and  regularly  worked  there  has  been  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  increase  of  the  fish  in  that 
district.  Smaller  rivers  like  the  Conon  and 
Shin  have  been  stocked  or  restocked  by  its  means, 
and  on  every  hand  it  has  been  found  efficacious,  to 
a  certain  extent  at  least.  That  the  benefits  are 
equal  to  the  expenses  in  connection  with  the 
establishment  and  conduct  of  the  hatchery  is  a 
question  which  may  be  left  for  the  commissioners 
to  settle.  The  hatchery  protects  the  eggs,  and  if 
the  complement  to  the  hatchery — a  goodly  sized 
rearing  pond — be  also  part  of  the  local  equipment, 
then  the  waste  is  almost  reduced  to  vanishing 
point.  It  is  estimated  that  98  per  cent,  of  the 
eggs  will  hatch  out  in  a  well-managed  hatchery, 
and  that  95  per  cent,  of  the  alevins  will  in  due 
course  be  fry,  and,  if  kept  for  from  six  weeks  to 
six  months  in  the  rearing  pond,  over  90  per  cent, 
will  be  turned  into  the  river  to  do  life's  battle  for 
themselves.  The  older  the  fry  the  better  a 
chance  it  has  of  protecting  itself,  so  that  every- 
thing points  to  the  hatchery  as  the  great 
safeguard  from  waste,  while  by  increasing  the 
breeding  area  by  fish  ladders  and  other  means, 
much,  if  not  most,  of  what  is  annually  lost  would 
be  saved,  and  thus  in  a  great  measure  help  to  a 
successful  and  highly  satisfactory  solution  of  the 
salmon  problem  without  in  the  least  interfering 
with  vested  rights.  G.  M. 


THE  FISHING  TACKLE  TRADES 
DINNER. 

Messes.  Feadblle  and  Young,  of  283,  Regent- 
street,  W.,  have  sent  us  a  proof  of  the  photograph 
they  took  of  the  above  dinner,  which  was  held  at 
the  Holborn  Restaurant,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Allcock,  and  at  which  representatives 
of  many  of  the  principal  London  and  provincial 
houses  were  present.  It  forms  a  very  interesting 
souvenir  of  the  affair,  and  reflects  great  credit  on 
the  skill  of  the  photographers,  considering  that  it 
is  taken  indoors  and  almost  at  midnight. 
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THE  LATE  DR.  JOHN  WIBLIN, 
F.R.C.S. 


By  R.  B.  Makston. 

It  has  been  a  sad  year  for  me  as  x'egards  the 
loss  of  old  angling  friends.  Last  Tuesday  I  was 
present  at  the  burial,  in  Southampton  Cemetery, 
of  my  dear  old  friend  Dr.  Wiblin,  who  died  last 
Friday  week  at  his  residence  at  Wimborne.  The 
Doctor  had  reached  the  great  age  of  eighty-seven, 
but  he  was  so  hale  and  hearty  up  to  within  the 
last  few  months  that  we  all  hoped  he  might  be 
spared  for  some  years.  It  is  gratifying  to  know 
that  his  last  moments  were  not  passed  in  suffering. 
His  widow  has  the  consolation  of  knowing  how 
greatly  respected  and  loved  the  Doctor  was  by  all 
who  knew  him. 

Dr.  Wiblin  had  long  been  a  member  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,  and  last  year  was  elected  an 
honorary  member.  About  six  months  ago  he 
presented  me  with  his  great  collection  of  salmon 
and  trout  fly  materials,  feathers,  hackles,  silks, 
&c.,  with  a  most  charming  letter,  saying  that, 
much  as  it  pained  him  to  part  with  a  collection 
which  had  occupied  so  many  years  and  given  him 
such  pleasure  to  form,  he  was  glad  to  give  it  to 
me  as  a  memorial  of  delightful  fishing  days  with 
me  and  the  "  Amateur  Angler "  on  the  Itchen, 
and  because  he  knew  that  I  should  well  know 
how  to  value  and  care  for  it.  Soon  afterwards  I 
got  the  Doctor's  permission  that  a  selection  from 
the  superabundance  of  the  collection  should  be 
presented,  as  from  himself  and  from  me,  to  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club,  for  which  we  received  the 
hearty  thanks  of  the  committee. 

The  '■  Amateur  Angler  "  (my  father)  and  I  have 
often  referred  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  else- 
where to  pleasant  fishing  times  with  the  Doctor, 
who  was  a  most  charming  companion  by  the  river 
side  or  the  fireside,  always  bright  and  cheery,  full 
of  fun  and  anecdote.  In  the  Fishing  0-azette  for 
Dec.  22,  1888,  I  gave  his  portrait  and  some 
account  of  his  career,  and  as  that  number  has 
long  been  out  of  print,  I  give  hwe  a  few  extracts 
from  it,  whidh  I  think  will  be  of  general  interest 
as  well  as  of  special  interest  to  those  who  were 
fortunate  enough  to  know  him. 

"We  have  the  pleasure  to  give  our  readers  a 
portrait  of  that  well-known  salmon  and  trout 
angler.  Dr.  J.  Wiblin,  Fellow  by  examination  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  settled 
in  Southampton  only  a  few  months  under  fifty 
years  ago,  and  after  passing  through  an  eminently 
distinguished  and  successful  professional  career, 
has  of  late  years  devoted  his  leisure  hours  to 
salmon  and  trout  fishing.  At  times  we  have  been 
more  than  interested  with  his  varied  narratives 
of  his  fishing  adventures,  his  successes  and 
failures,  and  the  opinions  he  entertains  on  fishing 
matters  in  general.  And  as  we  consider  his 
experiences  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  our 
readers,  we,  from  notes  of  the  Doctor  and  our 
own  personal  observations,  give  with  pleasure  a 
summary  of  his  piscatorial  pastimes  during  the 
last  eleven  years. 

"  In  1877  the  Doctor  paid  a  visit  to  an  old 
friend,  Dr.  Wake,  the  owner  of  a  small  but 
beautifully  situated  estate  on  the  Blackwater, 
CO.  Cork,  commanding  a  splendid  view  of  some  of 
the  most  charming  Irish  seenery,  with  the  river 
running  alongside  the  property.  His  friend  was 
a  most  accomplished  master  in  the  art  of  angling, 
but  confined  to  his  bed  on  the  Doctor's  arrival  at 
Wood  Cottage.  The  Doctor,  who  had  never  had 
a  salmon  or  trout  rod  in  his  hand,  nor  seen  a  live 
salmon  or  trout  in  his  life,  was  induced,  after 
much  persuasion,  to  take  a  rod  with  him  and  go 
down  to  the  water  next  morning.  His  instructions 
were,  should  he  get  hold  of  a  salmon,  '  to  hold  up 
his  rod,  and  to  bear  upon  the  fish  to  about  three 
or  four  pounds;'  the  meaning  of  which  the 
Doctor  did  not  understand  one  iota  about. 

"  In  the  morning  the  Doctor,  equipped  with 
every  paraphernalia  for  his  work,  sallied  forth, 
with  his  Irish  gillie  following  in  his  footsteps. 
The  Doctor  managed,  by  some  underhanded  twist- 
ing and  twirling,  to  jerk  his  line  some  few  yards 
into  the  river,  walking  quietly  along  ar  the  line 
floated  down  the  river ;  and  in  the  cours*.  of  five 
or  six  miputes  he  was  aroused  from  his  contem- 
plative enjoyment  by  a  tug  at  his  lure  (a 
remarkably  small  brown  double-hooked  fly),  and 
a  '  whi/.,'  '  whi/,,'  of  his  reel.    His  excitement  was 


great  indeed,  but  his  consternation  became  in- 
describable when  he  heard  the  howling  screams  of 
his  gillie,  '  Howld  yer  rod  up,  howld  yer  rod  up, 
yer  honour :  ye'r'  into  a  salmon.'  After  a  remark- 
ably good  fight  a  10-pounder  was  gaffed  and 
safely  landed. 

"The  Doctor  now  retraced  his  steps  to  the 
place  from  whence  he  started,  and  in  less  than 
twenty  minutes  had  a  second  fish  of  71b.  A  third 
time  the  Doctor  set  out  from  the  same  locality, 
fishing  in  the  same  rudimentaiy  manner  a  beauti- 
fully rippling  portion  of  the  stream,  about 
200yds.  in  length,  and  landed  fish  number  three, 
about  6ilb.  in  weight.  The  breakfast  hour  being 
at  hand,  the  Doctor  returned  to  his  friend, 


dangling  his  trophies  before  his  window.  His 
reception  was  anything  but  gratifying,  as  bis 
friend,  without  a  single  word  of  congratulation, 
simply  ejaculated  three  or  four  times,  '  Where 
did  you  get  them,  or  of  whom  did  you  buy 
them  P '  The  fishing  for  the  remaining  part  of 
the  day  resulted  in  the  capture  of  two  more 
grilse.  The  Doctor  fished  for  a  fortnight  longer. 
But  not  with  any  great  amount  of  success,  not 
landing  more  than  half  a  dozen  grilse.  Our 
angler  now  left  Ballyhooley,  impressed  with  the 
idea  that  salmon  fisbing  was  an  art  of  easy 
accomplishment,  and  that  he  had  himself  become 
a  most  perfect  master  of  it." 
After  this  very  fortunate  first  introduction  to 


angling,  perhaps  unique  in  the  whole  history  of 
the  art,  the  Doctor  in  1878  went  to  Norway  at  the 
invitation  of  his  old  friend,  Mr.  T.  M.  Guest,  and 
had  good  sport.  Up  to  1886  he  visited  the  Black- 
water  annually,  but,  the  sport  getting  worse  every 
year,  on  the  advice  of  his  old  friend.  Dr.  Thomas 
Wakley,  of  the  Lancet,  he  went  to  Galway,  and 
had  three  days'  fishing  in  very  boisterous  weather. 
On  the  first  day  he  killed  two  salmon;  on  the 
second,  seven ;  and  on  the  third  no  less  than 
seventeen  fine  fish,  which  gave  grand  sport.  In 
1888,  on  the  advice  of  Mr.  Wm.  Murdoch,  Dr 
Wiblin  went  to  the  Invercauld  Arms,  at  Ballate 
and  had  a  delightful  time  and  some  sport. 
"  Encouraged  by  his  exploits  in  Norway 


other  places,  the  Doctor  obtained  a  very  lovely 
stretch  of  trout  and  grayling  fishing  on  the 
Itchen,  but  here  he  soon  discovered,  to  his  great 
dismay,  that  however  indifferently  he  might 
regard  the  art  of  salmon  angling,  that  trout  and 
grayling  fishing  was  a  sport  not  easy  of  attain- 
ment, as  he  fished  year  after  year  with  little  or  no 
success,  always  failing  through  the  exercise  of 
that  gi-eat  stumbling-block  of  '  striking '  on 
witnessing  the  rising  of  a  fish.  In  a  word,  he 
lost  more  than  half  his  fish  by  hard  striking  with 
a  double-handed  rod. 

"  During  the  early  seasons  the  Doctor  made 
the  gratifying  acquaintance  and  friendship  of  the 
late  Mr.  Aldam,  but  from  him  he  learnt  nothing 
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in  the  way  of  casting,  as  from  his  northern  know- 
ledge of  this  kind  of  fishing  he  could  do  literally 
nothing  in  the  Itchen.  Mr.  A.  ridiculed  beyond 
conception  the  universally  admitted  difference 
betwixt  dry-fly  fishing  on  the  Itchen  and  other 
chalk  streams,  and  the  wet-fly  fishing  of  the 
streams  northwards. 

"It  was  about  this  time  that  the  Doctor  be- 
came inoculated  with  a  virus  of  feather  collecting, 
arising  from  an  inspection  of  Mr.  Aldam's  various 
books  of  feathers,  fui-s,  silks,  and  flosses  of  every 
description.  Stimulated  by  the  great  facilities 
Dr.  Wiblin  possessed  for  acquiring  from  almost 
every  part  of  the  world,  he  being  then  medical 
superintendent  of  quarantine  at  Southampton, 
and  visiting  every  steamer  that  came  into  port, 


"It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  mention  the 
places  where  the  feathers  most  useful  to  the  fly 
tyer  are  generally  to  be  found — viz.,  at  Demerara, 
'  The  Cock  of  the  Rock,'  and  '  Toucan,'  a  very 
large  blue-winged  feather  from  a  species  of  king- 
fisher ;  in  the  West  Indies,  every  variety  of  macaw ; 
from  Brazil  and  South  America,  the  blue  and  red 
macaw,  and  scarlet  ibis  and  the  partridge  ;  from 
Peru,  the  flamingo ;  from  Fiji,  a  lovely  golden 
dove ;  India,  the  bull-bull  and  Indian  crow, 
florican,  painted  snipe,  vultures,  guinea  fowl, 
Amerest  pheasant. 

"  In  the  Gazette  for  June  16  and  23,  1888,  under 
the  heading,  '  The  May  Fly  Week,'  we  gave  a 
little  account  of  some  delightful  days  of  trout 
fishing  with  the  Doctor,  and  more  recently  '  The 


he  wants  to  paint  a  trout  or  grayling,  or  pike,  &c., 
he  goes  to  the  river,  catches  bis  fish,  and  also 
catches  with  his  brush  those  lovely  evanescent 
tints,  which  no  artist  who  paints  from  a  dead  fish 
ever  sees." 


the  fishing  lodge 
glb:ntana. 


AT 


Our  photo  shows  a  comer  of  the  terrace  over- 
looking the  Dee  at  Glentana  from  S'.r  William 
Cunliffe  Brooks's  famous  fishing  lodge,  where  a 
party  of  Sir  William's  friends  are  evidently 
discussing  the  prospects  of  Boat  pool  or  point- 
ing out  a  rising  fish.    The  fishing  house  alongside 


SIR  WILLIAM  CUNLIFFE  BROOKS'S  FISHING  LODGE,  GLENTANA,  RIVER  DEE,  N.B. 


he  soon  enlisted  his  medical  and  other  friends 
on  board  to  procure  him,  from  every  port  they 
touched  at,  birds  and  feathers  of  rarest  descrip- 
tion, the  result  being  that  a  gaudy  display  was 
brought  home  to  him,  from  Demerara,  West 
Indies,  South  America,  Fiji,  Australia,  and  India. 
The  choicest  of  the  specimens  he  has  collected 
and  tastefully  arranged  in  a  large  '  dubbing ' 
book,  fitted  with  pockets  for  silks,  furs,  and 
feathers,  forming  a  collection  possibly  unsur- 
passed in  England. 

"  Shortly  tefore  Mr.  Aldam's  death  the  Doctor 
paid  him  a  professional  visit,  when  after  a  close 
inspection  of  the  contents  of  the  book,  Mr.  A. 
turned  round  in  bed,  and  said  to  him,  '  You  have 
indeed  made  a  splendid  collection,  but  yon  have 
trumped  my  trick.' 


Amateur  Angler  '  has  described  our  equally 
pleasant  times  among  his  grayling.  By  a  happy 
thought  it  occurred  to  us  to  suggest  to  Dr.  Wiblin 
that  a  painting  of  his  fishing  hut,  with  a  stretch 
of  the  meadows  and  river,  and  some  trout  and 
grayling  in  the  foreground,  would  be  very  appro- 
priate on  the  walls  of  his  sanctum  at  home.  Mr. 
T.  G.  Targett,  in  our  opinion  the  best  living 
English  fish  painter,  lives  at  Salisbury.  We 
advised  the  Doctor  to  get  him  over  for  a  day's 
fishing,  and  chat  about  the  proposed  picture. 

"  As  a  result  of  our  suggestion,  Mr.  Targett  has 
painted  for  Dr.  Wiblin  four  grand  pictures  in  oil — 
pictures  which  would  demand  attention  in  any 
gallery  in  the  world.  A  great  part  of  Mr. 
Targett's  success  is  due  to  the  fact  that  he  has 
for  thirty  years  caref  ufly  studied  from  the  life — if 


is  perhaps  the  most  (complete  fishing  lodge  in 
Scotland.  It  is  furnished  with  everything  neces- 
sary for  the  comfort  and  equipment  of  the  salmon 
angler.  Nicely  constructed  racks  for  all  lengths 
of  rods — fly  and  spinning — drawers  and  cabinets 
for  all  materials  for  the  making  and  mending  of 
flies  and  tackle,  cheerful  fires  for  warming  and 
drying  of  waders  and  clothes,  rows  of  brogues  of 
different  sizes,  winders  for  drying  lines,  and 
numerous  ingenious  contrivances  for  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  anyone  enjoying  the  hospitality 
of  Sir  William;  and  the  delightful  hospitality, 
kindness,  and  consideration  of  Sir  WiUiam  is  the 
most  charming  attribute  of  the  whole.  Summed 
up  in  a  few  brief  words,  it  generally  runs  in  this 
wise;  "Do  come;  shall  be  delighted.  Welcome 
to  Glentana."    Outside  the  lodge  flows  the  beauti- 


322 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[Mat  6,  1900 


f  al  Dee,  with  its  matcUess  pools  close  at  hand. 
Stephens,  or,  as  he  is  locally  called,  Long  Boaty, 
lives  at  the  fishing  lodge.  He  is  always  fishing  or 
in  attendance  on  Sir  "William's  guests  ;  tall,  lithe, 
and  strong,  with  a  colour  from  exposure  to  all 
weathers  something  like  a  North -American  Indian, 
his  casting  and  knowledge  of  salmon  fishing,  of 
course,  from  such  incessant  practice,  is  the  envy 
of  salmon  anglers.  Soft  voiced  and  gentle  in 
manner,  he  is  a  great  favourite  with  lady  anglers, 
and  is  sought  after  for  instruction  by  most  who 
visit  those  parts.  He  has  quite  a  number  of  fine 
rods,  reels,  kc,  from  grateful  pupils.  Time  has 
dealt  kindly  with  Boaty,  but  Sir  William's  kindly 
order  that  he  is  not  to  wade,  and  is  to  take  more 
care  of  himself,  tells  its  own  tale.  A  road  from 
the  lodge  —  of  easy  ascent  —  leads  up  to  Sir 
WilUam's  Scottish  home.  New  and  up  to  date,  it 
stands  in  the  heart  of  the  forests,  surrounded  by 
miles  of  incense-breathing  pines.  The  aspect  of 
the  place  is  peace  and  welcome. 


SOCIETY  OF  EXPERIMENTAL  FISH 
CULTQEE. 


A  MEETING  of  this  society  was  held  in  the 
board-room  of  the  Crystal  Palace  Company  on 
Thursday,  April  26,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  in  the 
chair,  when  the  following  resolution  was  passed : 
"Candidates   for   membership,  who  are 
already  Crystal  Palace  season  ticket  holders, 
will  only  be  required  to  pay  ten  shillings  and 
sixpence  on  election,  which  sum   shall  be 
applied  to  the  funds  of  the  society." 

Dr.  A.  Giinther  was  elected  a  vice-president- 
Herr  S.  JafEe,  of  Osnabriick,  Hanover,  and  A- 
Nelson  Cheney,  of  Glen  Falls,  New  York,  U.S.A.' 
were  elected  corresponding  members. 

Alfred  Allison  (Hon.  Sec). 


RIVERS  POLLUTION  PREVENTION 
BILL. 


This  year  another  attempt  is  being  made  to 
obtain  more  effectual  provision  for  preventing  the 
pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  in  England.  A 
Bill  has  been  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Commons  during  the  present  session,  entitled 
Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Bill.  It  is,  in  fact, 
a  reprint  of  the  Bill  of  the  same  name  which  was 
brought  in  last  year,  and  withdrawn  soon  after 
the  first  reading. 

The  principal  object  of  this  Bill,  as  the 
memorandum  states,  is  to  improve  the  law  for 
preventing  the  pollution  of  streams  by  extending 
to  county  councils,  joint  committees,  and  river 
boards  in  England  the  main  provisions  of  the 
Mersey  and  Irwell  Act  of  1892  (55  &  56  Vict., 
c.  cxci.)  and  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
Rivers  Act  of  1894  (57  &  58  Vict.,  c.  clxvi.). 
Following  the  precedents  of  these  two  Acts, 
clauses  3,  4,  and  6  of  the  Bill  respectively  contain 
provisions  prohibiting  the  putting  of  sohd  matter, 
the  sending  of  liquid  sewage,  and  the  sending  of 
polluting  liquid  from  manufactories,  into  streams. 
Other  clauses  and  provisoes  are  inserted  in  the 
Bill  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  streams  by 
canals  (clause  7);  to  qualify  justices  to  act  in 
cases  arising  under  the  Act,  though  they  are  rate- 
payers (clause  14)  ;  to  empower  any  local 
authority  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of  a 
prosecution  by  any  other  authority  (clause  17  (2) ) ; 
and  to  empower  the  local  government  board  to 
order  in  certain  cases  the  rating  of  areas  specially 
benefited  by  the  proposed  provisions  (clause  19 
proviso). 

With  regard  to  penalties  and  procedure,  should 
the  Bill  become  law,  every  person  who  commits 
an  offence  against  the  Act,  for  which  no  other 
penalty  is  specified,  shall  be  liable  for  the  first 
offence  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £20,  and  for  a 
second  or  any  subsequent  offence  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  £50,  and  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
40s.  for  every  day  on  which  the  offence  is 
continued  after  conviction.  Offences  may  be 
prosecuted  and  penalties  recovered  in  a  summary 
manner  before  a  court  of  summary  jurisdiction. 
Power  also  is  given  to  a  court  of  summary  juris- 
diction l>efore  which  any  person  is  summoned  for 
an  offence  under  the  Act,  by  order  to  require  such 
pergon  to  abstain  from  the  oommisBioa  of  such 
offenoe  ;  and  any  person  making  default  in 


complying  with  any  requirement  of  such  an  order 
of  the  court  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  £50  a  day  for  every  day  during  which 
he  is  in  default,  as  the  court  may  order. 

The  BiU  has  been  set  down  for  second  reading 
on  Wednesday,  May  23.  A.  H. 


Occasional  Notes. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  question  of  artificially  stocking  and  re- 
stocking rivers  with  salmon  is  a  most  important 
one.  I  wrote  to  my  friend,  Mr.  A.  Nelson 
Cheney,  for  a  few  particulars  of  what  had  been 
done  in  the  United  States  in  this  way,  and  he 
kindly  replies  as  follows : 

"  The  Connecticut  river,  in  State  of  that  name, 
was  restocked  with  salmon  after  the  fish  had 
become  extinct  from  over  fishing,  pollutions,  &c. ; 
but  the  netters  at  once  began  the  work  of 
extermination  again,  and  the  work  of  restocking 
ceased.  The  Penobscot,  in  Maine,  the  only 
salmon  river  in  the  United  States  at  present,  had 
been  depleted  to  the  minimum  when  the  United 
States  undertook  the  work  of  restocking  from  the 
few  fish  left.  That  river  now  furnishes  aU  the 
eggs  used  in  planting  other  streams.  From  it 
the  fry  were  obtained  which  stocked  the  Hudson, 
which  was  not  originally  a  salmon  stream.  In 
spite  of  laws  to  the  contrary  we  know  that  one 
year  the  netters  took  over  300  salmon.  The  fish 
have  returned  regularly  to  the  Hudson  since  1886, 
but  as  there  are  no  fishings  the  work  of  stocking 
has  fallen  off.  What  I  say  of  the  Connecticut  is 
also  true  of  the  Merrimac  river.  The  Delaware, 
south  of  the  Hudson,  never  was  a  sahnon  stream, 
but  salmon  planted  in  it  thrive,  and  return  to  it 
from  the  sea.  The  netters,  and  natural  and 
artificial  obstructions  in  the  stream,  are  the  great 
drawbacks  to  restocking  streams  that  once  con- 
tained the  fish. 

I  can  send  you'a  coloured  plate  of  the  rainbow 
trout  similar  to  the  one  in  our  first  report  (1895). 
It  is  from  a  painting  by  Denton,  and  accurate." 


Rat  Killing  Ybaeling  Trout. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  sends  me  the  following  extract 
from  a  letter  from  his  daughter :  "  The  fishery  is 
getting  on  well,  but  a  rat  started  diving  into  one 
of  the  pools  two  days  ago,  and  killed  no  less 
than  eighty  yearlings  !  Fortunately,  he  and  two 
companions  have  been  caught  and  killed." 

[I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Tod  that  such  destruc- 
tion by  a  rat,  or  even  rats,  is  quite  unheard  of 
before.]   

All  who  may  be  looking  out  for  some  salmon 
or  trout  fishing  or  shooting  in  Scotland,  and  want 
to  rent  a  place,  should  see  the  new  list  of 
"  Shootings  and  Fishings  "  which  has  just  been 
published  by  Mr.  P.  D.  MaUoch,  the  well-known 
fishing  tackle  maker  of  Perth.  Mr.  MaUoch  is  a 
keen  sportsman  himself.  I  have  recommended  a 
great  many  friends  and  correspondents  to  consult 
him  at  various  times,  and  have  never  heard  of  one 
case  of  disappointment — of  course  Mr.  Malloch 
cannot  guarantee  sport — if  he  could  he  would  soon 
make  his  fortune,  but  his  information  can  be 
thoroughly  relied  on. 


So  far  the  trout  fishing  season  has  been  marked 
by  absence  of  fly  in  many  rivers.  I  was  on  the 
Teme  and  the  .^row  directly  after  Easter  for  a 
week,  and  on  miles  of  those  lovely  rivers  I  did 
not  see  three  natural  duns  on  the  water  the 
whole  time,  and  hardly  any  other  fly  either. 
What  a  lovely  stream  the  Arrow  is  between 
Eardisland  and  Pembridge,  and  what  a  pity  it  is 
that  it  is  fished  unmercifully  and  often  poached, 
and  were  it  not  for  the  many  deep  holes  full  of 
roots  and  stumps  it  would  be  cleaned  out.  The 
small  river  lamprey  was  rather  plentiful,  and 
until  they  get  taken  down  to  sea  I  fear  the  trout 
will  not  care  much  to  bother  about  flies.  A  trout 
caught  on  Good  Friday  by  a  young  piscator, 
Ernest  Breakwell,  of  Pembridge,  nad  two  or  three 
lampreys,  or  "  nine  eyes,"  as  they  are  locally 
called,  in  it. 


HuuuuL  KooKH,  DiOTlONAKlKH,  Ac,  Including  Ur.  Jnckaon  8 
Upright  Writing  0*py  BooIib.  In  English  and  other  Languages, 
publiHhed  bj  Bampaon  Low,  Idarston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Duh 
itan'i  HoiM,  Fatter-lane,  London.    Can  be  had  en  applioatlea. 


BABBLINGS   OF   AN  ANCIENT 
ANGLER. 

(Concluded  from  'page  305.) 

The  following  anecdote,  which  is  old  enough  to 
be  respectable,  illustrates  this  love  of  soothsaying. 
An  Englishman  asked  an  Irishman  if  there  were 
any  fish  in  a  certain  piece  of  water  he  was  fishing. 
"  Sure,"  says  Pat,  "  it's  fairly  stiff  wid  'em."  It 
afterwards  came  to  the  angler's  knowledge  that 
the  water  was  absolutely  devoid  of  fish  life,  and, 
on  tackling  Pat  about  the  matter,  he  was  told : 
"  Sure,  I  thought  yer  honner'd  loike  a  plisent 
answer."  It  is  just  the  same  in  the  boat  when, 
in  trolling,  a  fish  is  hooked ;  it  is  always  a  "  grand 
troot "  or  "  a  sawmon  by  — ! "  but  when,  after 
winding  in  many  yards  of  line,  you  ask  if  it  is  a 
trout  or  a  perch  you  are  told  "  it  could  be  a  good 
trout."  After  a  time  we  christened  the  perch 
"could  he's." 

The  "  boys  "  that  rowed  us  were  very  keen  that 
their  boat  should  always  have  the  best  catch,  and 
would  resort  to  aU  kinds  of  dodges  to  get  off  firsti 
in  the  morning.  The  other  "  boys  "  were  equally 
keen,  and  one  morning,  on  hastUy  shoving  off  im 
the  wake  of  my  friends,  we  found  our  cork  had! 
been  "  borrowed,"  and  we  were  filling  fast.  Full! 
of  anecdote  and  song  were  these  "boys,"  and' 
when  the  fish  were  obdurate  they  beguiled  the 
time  with  "  song  and  story."  Here  is  one  of  the 
stories :  "  You  must  know,  sor,  that  about  these 
parts  there  is  always  a  fiddler,  an'  the  fiddler's 
always  a  tailor,  an'  the  tailor's  always  a  drunkard. 
Well,  sor,  our  tailor,  named  Patsey,  had  been 
attendin'  a  party,  an'  had  taken  too  much  of  the 
potheen,  an'  wan  of  the  boys  was  seein'  him  home. 
Some  more  of  the  boys  were  havin'  a  bit  of  a 
party  in  a  cabin  they'd  have  to  pass,  when  in 
rushes  the  boy  an'  shouts  '  Help,  help,  Patsey's  in 
the  bog ! '  '  How  deep's  he  in  P '  says  they.  '  Up 
to  his  ankles,'  says  he,  an'  out  he  rushes.  '  Then 
let  him  stop,'  says  they,  an'"  goes  on  smokin'. 
The  boy  hadn't  been  gone  a  minute,  when  back  he 
comes,  an,'  says  he, '  Oi  forgot  to  say  he's  in  head 
first.' " 

There  was  plenty  of  "  potheen  "  making  going  on 
on  the  shores  of  the  lake  we  were  fishing,  and  the 
"  boys  "  would  speak  in  the  most  open  way  about 
"  so  and  so's  making  potheen  the  day,"  and  in  one 
case  took  two  of  our  party  to  an  island,  where 
they  were  sold  some  of  this  horrible  liquid,  which 
the  distiller  dug  up  from  the  sands  in  a  great  jar. 
They  had  perfect  confidence  in  our  not  "  turning 
informer,"  though  why  they  should  always  puzzled 
me.  A  perfect  system  of  signalling  had  been 
arranged,  the  spade  being  used  as  a  semaphore,  so 
that  on  the  approach  of  a  boat  all  the  para- 
phernalia was  hidden,  if  thought  desirable.  When 
engaged  in  distilling,  if  the  day  were  very  calm, 
some  sacking  would  be  put  over  the  top  of  the 
smoke-hole,  as,  if  this  were  not  done,  a  straight 
column  of  smoke  arising  on  a  summer  afternoon 
might  attract  the  police  boat  to  the  spot.  Many 
an  interesting  yarn  were  we  told  about  this 
"  potheen  "  making.  It  appears  that  the  law  can 
only  touch  a  man  if  the  wherewithal  for  making, 
or  the  stuff  itself,  is  found  on  his  premises,  and  we 
were  told  of  a  man  who  used  to  stand  in  his  own 
garden  and  stir  the  "  mash,"  or  whatever  it  is, 
"  over  the  garden  wall !  "  One  more  yarn  anent 
this  subject.  The  police  boat  chased  another  one 
that  had  a  lot  of  the  grain  on  board,  and,  to  save 
themselves,  they  heaved  the  cargo  overboard,  and, 
upon  the  retirement  of  their  enemies,  collected  the 
floating  grain  from  the  shores  of  the  island  where 
it  had  drifted,  and  made  the  potheen  just  the 
same. 

The  priests  are  believed  by  the  "  boys  "  to  possess 
miraculous  powers,  and  I  was  shown  the  spot 

where  Father  walked  across  the  lake  dryshod, 

and  a  cabin,  the  threshold  of  which  the  tenant 
could  not  cross  until  the  priest  had  removed  his 
ban.  One  more  yarn  about  the  rev.  fathers.  One 
of  them,  we  were  told,  had  entered  a  horse  for  the 

  Races  in  another  person's  name.  These 

races  were  to  take  place  shortly  after  our 
departure,  and,  upon  our  return  visit,  we  inquired 
the  result  of  the  venture,  and  this  is  what  we  were 
told.  "  No,  sor ;  she  did  not  win  because  she  had 
not  got  the  will.  We  gave  her  her  dose  "  (which 
consisted  of  half  a  pint  of  gin)  "an'  she  sint 
Micky  flitthering  over  her  head,  an'  jumped  the 
rails,  an'  ran  three  times  round  the  carse.  She 
knocked  down  an  auld  blind  fiddler,  an'  killed 
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BURBERRYS'  WEATHERPROOFS. 


GABARDINE 
COMBINATIONS  (Patent) 

Proof 


s  RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 
s  HOT  and  COLD  WINDS, 


THORNS,  and  FISH-HOOKS. 


It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  inighly  of  the  advantages 
of  GABARDINE,  its  weatherproof  qualities  are  ircon- 
testable ;  it  will  keep  out  drenching  and  continuous  rain 
without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  being  as 
porous  to  the  exhalations  of  the  body  as  ordinary  cloth, 
so  that  it  may  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest,  wet  or 
fine  weather  with  equal  comfort. 


TEE  BTTBBEBST  STTZT. 

Grabardine  or  Rainproof  Tweeds. 
Coat,  68/-  Breeches,  42/- 


The  "  BURBERRY  "  Coat. 

Embodies  all  essentials  for  Freeness  in 
action  and  convenience,  with  a  smart  and 
workmanlike  appearance. 

The  balance  is  perfect,  the  weight 
being  evenly  distributed  between  the 
anatomical  parts  of  a  man  adapted  for 
weight-carrying.  The  shoulders  and  arms 
are  relieved  of  all  strain,  and  expand- 
ing pleats  at  back  and  front  add  inches 
to  the  width  when  "  opening  out  "  the 
shoulders. 


The  SLIP-ON 


for 


Is  an  example  of  skill  in  designing 
freedom  an  overcoat. 

Can  be  worn  in  roughest  weather,  afford- 
ing protection  for  hours  in  continuous 
downpours  of  rain. 

It  is  the  only  overcoat  which  gives 
absolutely  free  play  to  the  arms. 

Protects  the  knees,  when  seated,  like  a 
rug. 

Eolls  into  very  small  c  ompass,  and  is 
very  light  and  convenient  for  carrying. 


THE  SI.ZP-OB^. 

Gabardine  Combine,  63/- 
Rainproof  Coatings,'  63  -  &  84/- 


BURBERRYS, 


30,    Haymarket,  LONDON, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 


SCOTT  STREET, 

PERTH. 

nVE  ^      XL.  O  O  XI '  s 

Superior  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Greenheart  RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  snperiorify  of  workman.ship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


Manufacturer    of    every    description  of 
FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  all  parts 
of  the  World. 


WIALLOCH'S 


Ihe  only  perfect  Castiog  Eeel  for  Salmon,  Maheeer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds  of  Coarse 
Fishing.   Unnrpassed  for  long  distance  casting.    Sample  and  easy  to  learn. 


Patent  FLY  'CASE  for  Saliion' 
Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Eyed  Flies 
of  all  sizes,    llandy  and  compact.   Each  fly  secured 
by  neat  and  effective  arrangement.    Large  assortment 
of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


MAI  I  nrU'C    Gold    Medal    S.\LMON  and 
ITIMLUUun  O   TKOCT  BEELS,  unsurpassed 
for  durability  and  Qnish,  easy  and  comfortable  to 
work. 

Gold  Medal  SALMON. 
GRILSE,  and  SEA  TROUT 
FLIES. 


MALLOCH'S 


MALLOCH'S    '^^"^^    Medal    RIVER  and 


LOCH  FLIES, 
Gut. 


Eved  or  on 


WIALLOCH'S 


Gold  Medal  FLOATING 
TROUT  FLIES  with  Up- 
right Wings. 


H-X-XJSTHATESID    X^ZS'X'S    F£l.S£3.  Telegrams: 
-A.W-AJRDIcr)      TKJVr      GOLD      AND      OTHKK,      MEDALS      I-'OR  EXCEI^LKNCE 


Most  Extensive  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Patterns, 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Rivers  and  Lochs,  all  Neatly  and  Beautifnlly  Tied. 

"MALLOCH,  PERTH." 

IN"      FiSHiNGf  TACKLE. 
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him  for  three  hours,  an'  he's  in  the  horspital 
now.  The  shoes  you  gave  me  last  year  was  what 
Oi  ILnt  him  to  roide  in."  They  were  an  old  pair  of 
tennis  shoes,  fearfully  delapidated!  I  asked  if 
the  priests  were  allowed  to  own  racehorses,  and 
was  told  that  if  the  bishop  were  to  hear  of  it, 

"  Father  would  be  sint  away.    But  shure 

he's  a  plisint  gintleman,  and  has  a  smoile  for 
everyone." 

The  awful  poverty  of  the  district  struck  me 
very  forcibly,  while  the  cheery  good  nature  of  all 
the  "  boys  "  with  whom  we  came  in  contact  was — 
consideriDg  their  surroundings — little  short  of 
marvellous.  The  women  would  never  look  at  us, 
but  pulled  their  shawls  across  their  faces,  and 
turned  their  heads  another  way.  Had  they  been 
Eastern  women  they  could  not  have  been  more 
careful  that  we  should  not  get  a  glimpse  of  their 
features.  The  "boys"  in  the  boat,  too,  were 
seldom  more  than  half  clad,  and  when  the  wind 
got  up,  and  the  "  seas  "  swept  us — as  they  did  at 
times,  fore  and  aft — got  wet  to  the  skin.  Better 
sportsmen  I  never  met,  and  if,  in  the  middle  of 
lunch,  a  breeze  and  a  cloud  sprang  up,  they  would 
urge  us  to  get  afloat,  and  get  out  the  fly  for  a 
"sawmon."  I  got  eight  salmon  and  grilse  the 
first  two  weeks,  as  well  as  some  good  trout  up  to 
2Uh.  My  friend,  fishing  in  the  Same  boat,  with 
same  flies  and  baits,  did  not  get  a  salmon, 
although  he  throws  quite  as  good  a  line.  He  got 
quite  desperate  at  last,  and,  on  one  day,  when  I 
got  two  salmon,  said  he  "  believed  that  even  if  he 
tried  them  with  an  angel's  feather,  they  would 
not  look  at  it !  " 

Our  quarters,  in  spite  of  their  rather  grandiose 
postal  address,  were  very  homely  though  clean, 
and  one  night,  on  retiring  to  rest,  I  found  a  hen 
roosting  on  my  bed-rail.  Breakfast — an  excellent 
meal— was  never  ready  in  time,  in  spite  of  profuse 
promises  overnight,  and  any  visitor  wishing  to 
catch  his  train  should  always  allow  half-an-hour 
for  contingencies.  The  best  fish  that  my  friends 
and  I  have  taken  from  this  water  are  a  381b.  pike 
(pace  Mr.  Jardine),  a  9Ub.  brown  trout,  llilb. 
salmon,  a  SJlb.  gillaroo,  and  a  641b.  ferox.  The 
address  I  will  forward  privately  to  any  reader 
wl  o  may  want  it. 

I  fear  the  patience  of  my  readers  will  be  tried 
too  severely  if  1  "babble"  any  more  about 
Ireland,  and  with  just  a  line  or  two  concerning 
"Bonnie  Scotland"  I  will  conclude.  The  con- 
trast between  the  "  manners  and  customs  "  of  the 
two  countries  is  indeed  remarkable.  In  Ireland 
"  happy-go-lucky  "  is  the  rule,  and  "  sure  it's  ahl 
right  "  is  what  one  hears  from  morning  till  night. 
In  Scotland  everything  is  done  "  decently  and  in 
order" — men  and  women  are  absolutely  to  be 
relied  on — and  if  you  are  promised  anything  at  a 
certain  time  at  that  time  you  will  have  it.  This 
is  as  it  should  be,  but  I  must  confess  I  found  the 
Scotch  a  "  wee  bit  dour  "  at  times,  and  difiicult  to 
thaw,  though,  when  they  had  thawed,  they  were 
kindness  itself.  At  times,  too,  I  found  them 
"  unco  guid,"  though  this  may  be  because  I  am  a 
sinner,  and  have  Irish  blood  in  my  veins.  The 
gillies  contrasted  greatly  with  the  Irish  "  boys  "  in 
many  ways.  While  the  former  were  always 
nicely  dressed,  quiet,  punctual,  and  most  con- 
foundedly dull  at  seeing  a  joke,  the  latter  were 
just  the  opposite.  Both  were  equally  keen  to  get 
sport  for  their  patron,  but  the  gillie  was  very 
undemonstrative. 

One  yam  about  "  Scottie  "  before  I  close. 
There  being  no  wind,  I  put  out  a  troll  on  my 
salmon  rod,  with  the  usual  stone  on  the  line,  and, 

S lacing  a  small  Devon  minnow  on  my  single- 
anded  fly  rod,  I  pointed  it  direct  astern.  While 
in  the  act  of  taking  a  "  refresher  "  from  my  flask, 
bang  1  went  the  stone  from  my  salmon  line,  and 
the  reel  screeched.  Almost  simultaneously  the 
Devon  was  taken,  and  the  split  cane  nearly  went 
overboard.  Down  on  deck  went  the  flask,  the 
whisky  gurgling  out  on  the  floor  boards,  and  I 
waa  left  struggling  with  a  rod  in  each  hand,  while 
Donald  saved  the  whisky !  It  was  a  very  heavy 
fish  I  lost  on  the  salmon  rod,  as,  in  the  confusion, 
I  took  hold  of  the  rod  outside  the  line,  and  a 
triangle,  bound  on  gimp,  was  torn  away.  I  also 
lost  the  other  fish,  and  when  I  asked  Donald  why 
he  did  not  take  one  of  the  rods  from  me,  he  said, 
"Au  went  for  the  whusky,  Mr.  B."  The  Irish 
"  boy,"  I  feel  certain,  would,  in  spite  of  his  liking 
for  whisky,  have  taken  one  of  the  rods,  and 
trusted  that  "  his  honner  would  not  forget  the 
potheen  "  later  on.    On  my  return  f 'om  my  last 


Scotch  trip  I  was  asked  which  nation  I  liked  the 
better,  the  Scotch  or  the  Irish,  and  my  reply  was, 
"  I  respect  the  Scotch,  but  I  love  the  Irish,"  and 
with  this  remark  I  will  conclude  these  babblings. 

W.  F.  B. 


ANCHOR  FISHING  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Anchor  Fishing 
Society  was  held  at  the  Druid's  Head,  Kingston, 
on  Wednesday.  Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill  presided. 
Amongst  those  present  were  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard, 
Mr.  W.  Newman,  Mr.  F.  Sands,  Mr.  F.  Little- 
wood,  Mr.  G.  E.  Caton,  Mr.  A.  Hart,  Mr.  F. 
Lockett,  Mr.  P.  Collins,  Mr.  S.  Saunders,  Mr. 
S.  H.  Saunders,  Mr.  P.  H.  Conroy,  Mr.  B.  Wells, 
Mr.  R.  House,  Mr.  H.  OfPer,  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett, 
&c. 

After  an  excellent  dinner  served  by  Host  W. 
Hearn, 

Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  proposed  "  The  Anchor 
Fishing  Society,"  coupled  with  the  health  of  the 
president.  He  could  assure  them  that  he  was 
pleased  to  be  amongst  them  again.  He  once  had 
the  honour  of  being  their  president — (Hear,  hear) 
— but  as  Kingston  was  so  far  away  he  had  to 
relinquish  the  post,  and  he  advised  them  to  choose 
a  local  president.  Their  selection  had  fallen  upon 
Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill.  He  was  a  gentleman  and  a 
sportsman,  and  he  congratulated  them  upon 
having  him  as  their  president.  He  was  their 
sheet  anchor.  The  Anchor  still  held  its  own,  and 
he  was  pleased  to  see  that  many  members  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  also  belonged  to  the 
Anchor  Fishing  Society.  They  regretted  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Homersham.  Their  president, 
Mr.  Hill,  is  what  is  called  a  denizen  of  these  parts, 
and  if  he  takes  the  ropes  in  hand,  he  (Mr. 
Howard)  prophesied  that  the  society  would  have 
a  good  future.  He  would  do  his  best  for  it. 
(Hear,  hear.)  There  were  no  better  sportsmen, 
and  he  congratulated  them  upon  that  fact,  and 
that  Mr.  Hill  was  a  true  sportsman  and  a  gentle- 
man.   (Hear,  hear ) 

Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill  in  response  said  he  much 
regretted  the  absence  of  one  of  their  vice- 
presidents — Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson.  That  gentle- 
man was,  however,  with  them  in  spirit,  and  they 
one  and  all  appreciated  the  kindness  and  support 
which  Mr.  Richardson  had  given  to  the  club. 
There  had  been  an  alteration  in  their  rules  since 
their  last  dinner.  The  subscription  had  been 
reduced  to  5s.,  which  was  an  amount  which 
enabled  the  working  men  of  Kingston  to  join  the 
club,  and  he  would  be  only  too  pleased  to  welcome 
bona- fi  de  workmen  to  the  club.  They  looked  to  those 
who  were  better  ofl:  to  give  prizes  so  that  the 
interest  in  the  society  should  be  well  maintained. 
A  club  of  this  sort  should  do  all  in  their  power  to 
restock  their  river.  (Hear,  hear).  They  only  fished 
for  specimen  prizes,  and  if  one  of  their  members 
caught  151b.  or  161b.  of  fish,  and  returned  all  the 
smalleroneSjbe  contended  that  that  was  helping  to 
restock  the  river.  He  thought  that  a  deputation  of 
anglers  should  go  to  the  House  of  Commons  and 
represent  that  this  question  of  restocking  was 
one  that  should  be  taken  up  as  a  national  afPair. 
(Hear,  hear.)  If  they  pushed  these  things 
forward  the  House  of  Commons  would  recognise 
that  it  would  be  a  proper  thing  to  do  to  grant  so 
much  money  every  year  for  the  propagation  of 
fish.  He  was  much  obliged  to  "  Dragnet "  for 
his  kind  remarks  concerning  himself.  He  would 
associate  himself  personally  with  the  interests  of 
the  club,  and  he  would  feel  sure  of  their  support, 
so  that  the  Anchor  Fishing  Society  would 
flourish. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Saunders  proposed  "  Kindred 
Societies  and  Visitors."  He  thanked  the  visitors 
for  their  attendance,  and  he  welcomed  them.  In 
regard  to  kindred  societies,  he  knew  little  about 
fishing,  so  he  must  propose  the  toast  from  a 
social  point  of  view.  He  hoped  that  the  Kingston 
Piscatorials  would  assist  this,  the  junior  member, 
to  make  progress,  and  to  help  them  with  their 
great  experience.  He  had  pleasure  in  coupling 
the  health  of  Mr.  F.  Littlewood  with  the  toast. 
He  was  one  of  the  prominent  members  of  the 
K.P.S.,  and  he  hoped  for  the  aid  of  some  of  his 
ronfrerea. 

Mr.  F.  Littlewood  thanked  Mr.  Saunders  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  proposed  the  toast. 
He  (Mr.  Littlewood)  did  not  know  he  would  be 
called  upon  to  respond,  but  he  might  say  that  he 


took  a  great  interest  in  the  Anchor  F.S.  In  fact 
he  took  an  interest  in  all  matters  piscatorial',  ii 
(Hear,  hear.)  Their  president  had  hoped  that  the  Z' 
members  of  the  K.P.S.  and  others  would  rally  itj 
round  them,  and  he  hoped  they  would  get  all  the  ■ 
help  they  needed.  He  himself  would  still  remain  i 
an  honorary  member  of  the  society.  (Hear,  \ 
hear.)  *  '  \ 

Mr.  F.  Lockett  proposed  "  Donors  of  Prizes 
and  Winners."    He  did  not  know  who  the  donors  > 
or  the  winners  were,  but  they  were  pleased  to 
know  that  the  prizes  had  been  well  competed  for  i 
and  fairly  won.    He  hoped  every  member  would  i 
have  good  health  to  go  out  fishing  for  prizes  ; 
again.   He  himself  would  offer  a  prize  for  10a.  6d. 
(Hear,  hear.)  '.iiiiioot'? .' 

Mr.  H.  P.  Hill  then  read  the  prize  list  aa  ! 
follows :— Specimens  :  Barbel,  Ist,  McL.  Collins  f 
2nd,  W.  Newman ;  bream,  A.  J.  WeUs ;  chub' 
J.  Charter;  roach,  A.  J.  Wells;   dace,  McL!  i 
CoUins.     Day  Competitions  .-  Barbel,  1st,  T 
Purdue;  2nd,  P.  H.  Conroy.    Second  Barbei 
Competition:  1st,  P.  H.  Conroy;  2nd,  McL. 
Collins.    Roach  :  P.  J.  Collins,  A.  J.  Wells,  and 
R.  House. 

The  following  prizes  were  then  offered  for  the 
ensuing  season :  H.  P.  Hill,  £2  2s. ;  W.  Hearn. 
£1  Is. ;  P.  CoUins,  10s.  6d. ;  P.  H.  Conroy,  £1  Is  • 
G.  E.  Caton,  10s.  6d. ;  F.  Sands,  lOs.  6d. ;  w! 
Newman,  10s.  6d. ;  Struftm,  10s.  6d.;  Mumford 
and  Saunders,  £1  Is.  ;  B.  Wells,  10s.  6d. ;  R 
House,  lOs.  6d. ;  C.  Row,  10s.  6d. ;  G.  H.  Howard, 
10s.  6d. ;  and  Mr.  Grant,  a  pair  of  boots,  value 
10s.  6d. 

Mr.  McL.  Collins  and.Mr.  Conroy  responded. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  proposed  the  "  Hon. 
Secretary  and  other  Officers."  He  said  the 
society,  when  they  lost  Mr.  House  as  hon. 
secretary,  suffered  much,  for  he  had  many 
friends,  and  members  could  reach  him  at  any 
time.  Mr.  Henwood,  the  ex-secretary,  was  not 
so  favourably  situated,  though  he  had  done  his 
best  for  the  club.  He  congratulated  the  society 
upon  obtaining  Mr.  P.  Collins  as  their  new 
secretary.  He  was  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the 
Kingston  Philanthropic  Society,  and  if  they  were 
to  judge  by  the  success  that  society  had  achieved 
there  was  a  good  future  before  the  Anchor  F.S. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Collins  hoped  that  they  would  all  work 
together  and  place  the  society  on  a  firm  footing, 
and  try  and  get  new  members. 

Mr.  Henwood  said  he  had  worked  hai-d  on 
behalf  of  the  society,  but  owing  to  the  pressure 
on  his  time  he  had  to  relinquish  the  oflSce. 

Mr.  House  proposed  "  The  Press,"  and  after , 
the  toast  of  "  The  Host "  the  proceedings  closed. 


A  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION  AT 
WARSAW. 


We  have  received  from  the  Board  of  Trade, 
through    the    Foreign    Office,    the  following 
particulars  regarding  a  proposed  fisheries  exhibi-  ' 
tion  at  Warsaw. 

1.  The  exhibition  will  be  opened  in  the  second 
half  of  September,  1900,  and  will  last  two  weeks. 

2.  The  exhibition  will  consist  of  eight  groups, 
hereafter  mentioned. 

3.  The  charge  for  space  has  been  fixed  at . 
For  1  square  metre  under  roof,  9  roubles. 

For  1  square   metre  against  the   wall,  1.5^ 
roubles. 

For  1  square  metre  in  the  garden,  2.25  roubles. 

•l.  Foreign  exhibits  are  hws  concours. 

5.  Declarations  have  to  be  sent  in  by  June  1, 
1!>00,  to  the  committee  of  the  exhibition,  Ru6 
Novogrodski  36,  Warsaw,  where  full  particulars 
are  obtainable. 

Group  No.  1.  Pond  Fisheries  ;  2.  River 
Fisheries  ;  3.  River  Fish  Breeding  and  Obstacle* 
thereto  ;  4.  Angling  and  Fishing  as  Sport ; 
5.  Preserved  Fish  ;  6.  Breeding  of  Crayfish  j 
7.  Scientific  Department ;  8.  Exhibits  connected 
with  Fish  Breeding  and  Fishings. 


To  Fly  Duessicrs,  Amateur  and  Proressional.    Now  ready, 

Srice  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  'in.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dreaseri 
abinet  of  DotIoob;  or  Uow  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Pto 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  U.  UcOlellani, 
"Athenian,"  of  the  fishing  Ocui-tle.  With  eighty  lllustrationa. 
ThfN  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had,, 
post  free,  by  sending  2h.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  MarstoQ  and  Oo., 
»t.  Dunstan's  Bouso,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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"FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund — the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


Mr,  J.  A.  Harvie-Brown 


TWENTY-THIBD  LIST. 


Amount  from  twenty-second  list . 
Total   


£  8.  d. 

  10  0 

  238  17  3i 

  239  17  3J 


Feeling  quite  sure  that  the  subscribers  would  like  the  contingent  of  the  Naval  Brigade  which 
has  recently  returned  from  the  defence  of  Ladysmith.  where  they  did  such  splendid  work,  to  have 
some  tobacco,  I  wrote  to  the  commanding  officer  of  H.M.S.  Powerful  and  got  permission  to  send  to 
each  of  the  242  seamen  and  thirty-seven  Royal  Maiines  a  ^Ib.  tin  of  Dark  Flake  Imperial  Tobacco. 
It  was  sent  off  yesterday. 

Other  supplies  have  also  been  sent  out  recently,  as  directly  I  hear  of  any  of  our  men  having 
returned,  and  can  find  out  where  they  are,  I  send  them  some  tobacco. 

I  tried  to  get  the  Government  to  let  it  be  supplied  out  of  bond  duty  free,  but  the  Treasury 
Department  regretted  they  could  not  allow  an  exception  to  be  made ;  but  I  am  getting  it  on  the  best 
wholesale  terms  for  cash,  and  can  assure  my  subscribers  that  the  men  thoroughly  appreciate  this 
little  gift  from  anglers. 

When  the  Fund  is  exhausted  I  shall  publish  a  full  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditure. 


;t.  Dunstan's  House, 

Fetter-lane,  London,  E.G. 


R.  B.  MARSTON, 

Editor  Fishing  Gazette. 


SOME  ARCTIC  FISHERIES. 
{Continued  from  page  306.) 

II. — Nataga. 

While  salmon  fishing — described  last  week — 
occupies  the  attention  and  fills  the  purse  of  the 
northern  peasant  during  summer,  winter  ice  does 
not  preclude  him  from  exercising  his  skill  on  fish 
of   a  humbler  nature.     The    navaga  {Gradus 
navaga  holreuter)  is  a  little  fish  of  the  cod  tribe 
about  the  size  of  a  herring,  but  thicker  in  the 
body  and  of  far  more  dainty  flavour.    Indeed,  he 
forms  one  of  the  most  expensive  and  delicious 
dinner  courses  in  the  best  restaurants  of  the 
capitals.    It  is  found  only  in  the  White  Sea  and 
Gulf  of  Mezen,  mounting  the  rivers  at  the 
end  of  August  or  the  beginning  of  September, 
returning  to  the  ocean  at  the  end  of  March. 
It  is  caught    only  in  the   estuaries   of  the 
rivers,  for  it  never  mounts  more  than  a  few  miles 
up  them,  but  remains  during  its  whole  season 
near  the  mouths,  where  it  is  taken  in  such 
enormous  shoals  that  one  man  often  catches  as 
many  as  1000  during  the  twenty-four  hours,  and 
yet  finds  time  for  rest  and  food.    Whence  the  fish 
comes  or  whither  it  goes  is  still  more  or  less  of  a 
mystery,  for  it  is  never  taken  in  nets  at  sea ;  but 
judging  from  its  condition  on  it  first  appearance 
it  mounts  the  rivers  to  cast  its  spawn.  From 
wherever  it  comes  it  certainly  helps  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  White  Sea  coasts  to  an  easy 
living ;  for  while  men  are  fishing,  women,  and 
even  children,  are  transporting  their  valuable 
catch  to  distant  markets  in  sledges  drawn  by 
reindeer.    The  fish  are  caught  in  all  the  rivers  of 
the  White  Sea  except  the  Mezen,  which,  as 
stated  last  week,  is  tenanted  only  by  salmon 
and  lotas. 

Fishing  begins  in  autumn,  once  these  rivers 
are  well  covered  with  their  winter  coat  of 
ice,  for  the  navaga  is  never  taken  in  open  water, 
but  only  through  holes  in  ice;  so  any  fisher- 
man who  proposes  to  capture  it  must  be  prepared 
to  withstand  cold  to  the  extent  of  "  40  below," 
and  he  will  find  that  such  a  temperature,  if  it  be 
accompanied  by  any  wind,  will  need  a  good  deal 
o(  standing,  even  with  the  aid  of  thick  furs  and  a 
good  circulation. 


The  peasant  catches  his  navaga — as  he  does 
most  fish — by  the  simplest  means,  for  he  is  no 
scientific  angler ;  he  uses  no  rod  save  an  iron  one, 
some  2  ft.  long,  whose  handle  is  well  bound  round 
with  leather,  so  that,  if  inadvertently  touched  with 
the  naked  hand,  it  will  not  cause  frostbite  so 
readily ;  to  the  end  of  this  is  attached  a  short  line 
of  twisted  horsehair,  to  which  two  bits  of  bait — 
generally  navaga  itself,  cut  crosswise — are  tied, 
for  the  gluttony  of  the  fish  is  so  great  that  hooks 
are  unnecessary.  The  Russian  is  fond  of  the  use 
of  horsehair,  and  makes  capital  snares  for 
willow  grouse  and  foxes,  by  twisting  it  into 
cunning  running  knots,  though  beyond  the 
northern  limit  of  horseflesh,  which  corresponds 
with  that  of  the  forest  trees,  hair  is  very 
expensive.  This  bait,  weighted  with  a  lead 
plummet,  is  no  sooner  dropped  into  the  water 
through  a  small  hole  previously  sawn  through  the 
ice,  than  the  navaga  at  once  so  furiously  snatches 
it  that  only  by  a  knock  on  the  head  with  the 
little  iron  rod — which  is,  indeed,  more  of  a  staff 
than  an  angling  rod — can  he  be  made  to  loose  his 
hold  ;  while  two,  and  sometimes  three,  are  taken  at 
the  same  haul  from  the  same  bait,  which  is  used 
repeatedly,  until  gradually  nibbled  away. 

As  soon  as  detached,  in  this  somewhat  primitive 
fashion,  from  the  bait  he  has  taken  so  well ,  the  fish  is 
thrown  aside  on  the  ice,  where  he  at  once  swells 
to  double  his  normal  size,  and  then  bursts  open 
down  the  middle  line  of  his  stomach,  and  within  five 
minutes  is  frozen  hard,  thereby  proving  how  very 
much  colder  is  the  air  above,  than  the  water 
beneath,  the  ice. 

At  first  bait  and  line  were  the  only  means 
employed  in  catching  this  fish ;  but  during  the  last 
ten  years  nets  called  "  riujas  "  have  come  into  use 
These  are  made  of  a  big  sack  of  very  small  mesh 
netting,  held  open  by  means  of  iron  hoops,  with  a 
wide  aperture  also  held  open  in  the  same  way 
enclosing  another  bag  of  smaller  size,  with  a 
small  opening  at  the  bottom,  through  which  the 
fish  enter  the  big  sack  and  are  caught,  somewhat 
on  the  principle  of  our  eel  traps,  only  made  of 
net  and  iron  rings  instead  of  wire  or  wicker 
indeed,  they  should  be  described  more  as  double 
traps  than  as  nets.  These  nets  or  traps  are 
dropped  into  the  river  through  large  holes  in  the 
ice,  and  secured  by  rope  to  logs  laid  on  the  ice,  or 


frozen  into  it,  and  are  dragged  out  twice  a  day  on 
the  rise  of  the  tide,  the  fish  taken  out,  and  reset. 
The  small  meshes  of  these  nets  catch  numbers  of 
very  tiny  fish,  which — with  a  wastefulness  of 
supplies  given  by  Dame  Nature  which  is  typical 
of  the  mujik,  who  thinks  nothing  of  any  value, 
unless  he  pay  in  roubles  and  copeiks  for  it — are 
simply  flung  on  the  ice  in  heaps,  where  they 
putrify  the  following  spring— a  useless  destruc- 
tion, unfavourably  influencing  the  general  catch, 
which  diminishes  from  year  to  year.  Unless  this 
senseless  system  is  put  a  stop  to  the  time  will 
come  when  the  navaga,  a  sure  and  profitable 
source  of  income,  will  fail,  bringing  ruin  to  those 
who  mainly  depend  on  it  for  their  winter's 
earnings. 

On  the  banks  of  the  river  Ness,  the  fishing 
grounds  being  far  from  any  village,  there  have 
been  erected  by  enterprising  owners  a  number  of 
small  and  low  wooden  huts,  whose  interior  is 
mostly  filled  up  by  huge  stone  stoves,  where  the 
navaga  fishers  seek  refuge  from  frost  and  storm , 
and  prepare  their  simple  meals.  Ten  or  more 
men  share  each  of  these  huts,  which  are  only 
2  sajens  (14ft.)  long  and  broad,  and  for  this 
accommodation  they  pay  one  rouble  per  man  per 
season.  Life  in  these  hutches  during  bitter 
arctic  frost  is  anything  but  enviable.  There  is 
no  room  to  stretch,  or  even  straighten  one's 
limbs ;  the  little  windows  hardly  let  in  the 
miserable  light  of  the  short  winter  day,  and  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  twenty-four  hours  the 
diminutive  dwelling  must  be  lit  by  the  flicker  and 
glare  of  a  seal-oil  lamp.  Twice  a  day  the  fishers 
light  the  stoves,  heat  and  prepare  their  meals  of 
tea,  fish,  and  sour  black  bread,  which,  if  the  catch 
be  good,  they  accompany  with  song  and  noisy 
talk.  Eating  finished,  sleep  begins,  for  the  hut 
at  once  becomes  quiet,  and  the  men  sunk  in 
slumber.  Needless  to  mention,  the  stifling 
atmosphere — for  neither  window  nor  door  are 
ever  opened — a  stranger  would  find  utterly  un- 
bearable, and  it  was  only  under  stress  of  a  snow 
blizzard  that  I  once  took  shelter  for  a  night  in 
one. 

The  navaga  fishers  cannot,  however,  sleep  for 
long.  When  the  tide  rises  all  must  put  on  their 
thick  reindeer  furs  and  resume  their  places  at 
the  edge  of  their  ice  holes ;  whether  it  snow,  or, 
far  worse,  blow,  it  is  one  to  the  hardy  northern 
fisher,  he  must  fish.  Provisions  are  brought  out 
to  distant  fishing  camps,  such  as  that  at  Ness,  in 
early  September,  ere  the  sea  becomes  icebound,  in 
boats,  for  if  conveyed  by  sledge  the  cost  becomes 
excessive. 

As  soon  as  the  tundras  are  frozen  and  snow- 
covered,  travelling  becomes  easy  by  both  horse 
and  reindeer  sledge,  and  the  buyers  flock  to  the 
fishing  centres  from  all  parts.  Prices  rule  high, 
for  competition  is  keen,  each  dealer  endeavouring 
to  buy  up  all  he  can,  and  send  first  to  Moscow, 
that  he  may  there  get  the  top  of  the  market.  So 
great  is  the  rivalry  among  the  buyers  that  it  often 
comes  to  blows,  to  the  no  small  amusement  and 
delight  of  the  fishermen,  who  recognise  that  it 
means  roubles  in  their  pockets. 

When  caught,  navaga  are  piled  up  on  the  ice 
and  then  packed  frozen  in  layers  into  wooden 
boxes  called  "  lari,"  each  layer  being  separated 
from  the  next  with  snow  and  matting.  From 
nine  to  ten  poods  (3241b.  to  3601b. ;»  of  navaga  are 
stowed  into  each  of  these  large  cases,  each  "  lar  " 
is  then  tied  on  to  a  sledge  drawn  by  a  paii-  of 
deer,  and  sent  off  via  Mezen;  there  they  are 
sorted  out,  repacked,  and  covered  with  a  treble 
row  of  matting  and  snow  and  straw  to  keep  them 
from  thawing,  if  the  weather  should  prove  mild 
on  their  journey.  As  soon  as  twelve  loads,  each 
weighing  thirty  poods  (nearly  half  a  ton)  are 
ready,  the  "  oboze,"  or  train  of  sledges,  is  formed, 
each  sledge  is  pulled  by  one  hardy  little  arctic 
horse,  whose  head  is  tied  to  the  sledge  in  front 
of  him  until  the  leading  sledge  is  reached, 
which  is  in  charge  of  a  man,  who,  at  each 
post  station  en  route  hires  fresh  horses  to  hasten 
the  journey  to  Vologda,  which  generally  takes 
twelve  days  and  nights.  The  leader  of  the  obose 
generally  takes  with  him  a  boy,  who  rides  on 
the  last  sledge  and  wiles  away  the  time  of  the  long 
journey  by  trailing  behind  him  a  cod  or  other 
fish,  in  an  advanced  stage  of  decomposition,  in 
the  hope  of  attracting  one  of  the  fast  diminishing 
number  of  wolves,  who  dwell  by  the  side  of  that 
northern  highway.  At  Vologda  the  fish  are 
packed  into  baskets,  and  sent  on  by  rail  to 
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Moscow  or  St.  Petersburg,  where  they  are  in  great 
demand.  Now  that  the  iron  horse  has  reached 
to  Archangel  town  the  navaga's  journey  will  be 
shortened  in  point  of  time  by  a  day  or  two,  but 
not  more,  for  the  minute  engine,  which  was 
working  on  that  line  when  I  passed  over  it  in  the 
winter  of  1S98,  was  only  capable  of  nine  miles  an 
hour,  while  the  sledges  do  a  steady  six,  allowing 
time  for  changing  horses. 

The  price  of  navaga  at  the  beginning  of  the 
season  is  from  2r.  20c.  to  2r.  80c.  the  pood  (4s.  6d. 
to  5s.  6d.  per  361b.),  gradually  falling  to  Ir.  (2s.) 
towards  the  end  of  December.  Time  and  frost 
are  the  most  important  considerations  in  the 
trade,  for  the  earlier  fish  reach  the  capitals  the 
higher  the  price ;  and  if  there  be  no  hard  frost 
the  ground  is  impassable  and  the  fish  will  not 
keep.  For  local  consumption  small-sized  navaga 
are  sold  from  40c.  (lOd.)  per  361b. 

Only  thirty  years  ago  nothing  whatever 
distm-bed  the  ice  of  these  tundra  rivers.  Navaga 
doubtless  swam  up  them,  and  in  due  time 
returned  to  their  ocean  haunts,  no  one  being  any 
the  wiser  or  the  better.  Ness  and  Magla  were 
the  only  places  where  they  were  caught  at  all,  and 
there  only  on  a  small  scale  for  home  consump- 
tion ;  then  a  few  lots  were  sold  in  Mezen,  Penega, 
and  Archangel,  and  afterwards  a  demand  sprang 
up  in  Moscow.  Then  dealers  and  traders  appeared 
upon  the  scene,  which  soon  underwent  a  total 
change,  for  the  original  price  of  this  delicate  fish 
was  20c.  per  pood  (361b.  for  4d.),  while  in  St. 
Petersburg  to-day  you  must  pay  Is.  per  lib. 

Ernest  Ward  Lowrt. 
(To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
■  Thames  (Henley). — The  water  here  continues  in  fair 
condition,  and  although  it  is  now  very  bright,  a  fair  stream 
is  running.  The  local  "scouts"  report  few  fish  seen  on 
the  move,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  cold  winds  are  keeping 
them  dow  n.  Most  of  the  local  experts  have  been  trying 
their  luck,  but  so  far  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  is  the  only  one  who 
has  scored.  That  angler,  fishing  on  the  SOoh  ult.,  captured 
the  best  made  trout  I  have  ever  seen  for  its  size.  It 
weighed  olb.  OJoz.,  wa3  slightly  over  20in.  in  length,  with 
a  girth  o?  14Jin.,  and  depth  of  6Jin.  It  wm  taken  in  the 
open  stream  bslow  Hambleden.  Mr.  Hobbs  ciptured 
another  trout  of  3lb.  above  Shiplake,  which,  silly  like,  he 
returned  to  the  water  again.  A  S-pound^r  is  worth  having 
when  you  don't  citch  many  ;  but  still,  I  would  ra'^her  hear 
of  a  good  sportSDian  retaraing  a  31b.  fish  than  of  another 
retaining  one  measuring  ISjin,  !  Visiiing  anglers  are 
somehow  conspicaousby  their  absence.  Oar  extra  summer 
train  service  has,  however,  commenced,  and  may  have  the 
eSect  of  bringing  visiting  fishermen  down.  The  reach  ia 
beginning  to  look  dKligbtful  in  its  spring  attire.  Fishing  at 
Wnitchurcb,  on  May  3,  _Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  ciptured  another 
trout,  a  nice  fieh,  weijihing  51b.  7oz. ;  and  I  jast  hear  that 
Mr.  G.  W.  Re  id,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  at  Hambledon, 
on  the  same  date,  took  a  trout  of  51b,  4oz. — Stanley 
Mead. 

  (Streatley). — Water  now  in  splendid  condition 

for  trout.  I  was  at  Paogbourne  to-day  jast  in  time  to  see 
Mr.  Hobbs  land  a  fine  epecimen  between  51b.  and  6ib. 
Last  week  Mr.  Evans  took  two,  4Jlb.  and  3Jlb. ;  a  fortnight 
ago  he  took  two  very  good  fish  ;  also  one  carp  over  91b.  2oz. 
— Horace  J.  Gakdner. 

Coin,  Iieaib,  Sco.  (Easl;  Oloncestershire). — 
These  trout  streams  have  been  well  patronised  daring  the 
paet  week,  and  some  very  nice  sport  baa  in  several 
instances  been  bad  on  the  Pale  Winged  Olive  Dun, 
Whirling  Blue  Dan,  Gold  Ribbed  Hare's  Eir,  and  Red 
Spinner.  On  Saturday  "  The  Chaplain,"  besides  putting 
a  lot  of  small  fish  bjck,  grassed  his  two  brace  of  useful 
tront  of  about  a  pound  average  on  the  Bull  water  at 
I'airford.  Mr.  Huntly  Clarke  has  also  been  on  this  water 
with  sport,  and  several  others  whose  names  I  do  not  know. 
The  trout  rise  freely  in  the  forenoon,  about  10.20,  and 
again  in  the  evening,  about  tiz  o'clcck.  Several  rods 
have  been  out  on  the  Dudgrove  water.  I  fancy  the  Alder 
will  be  Dp  by  about  Monday  next,  when  sport  should  be 
good  on  the  Coin.  Mr.  F.  Carbonell  had  a  pretty  bit  of 
sport  on  the  Leach,  on  Monday,  from  one  pool  grassing 
a  brace  of  trout  that  weighed  2lb.  Guz.  and  a  12in.  trout, 
besides  being  broken  by  a  2-puunder  and  losing  another 
good  tith  in  th?  weeds.  He  put  in  this  pietty  bit  of  work 
at  one  spot,  sitting  on  his  creel  to  do  it,  his  fly  being  the 
Pale  Olive.  Singularly  enough,  although  a  good  rise  came 
on  in  the  afternoon,  he  did  not  got  another  fi-th — could  not 
hit  on  the  fly.  Slri-ams  are  in  very  good  order,  but  we 
could  do  with  a  little  rain  to  freshen  things  up.  May  Fly 
should  be  well  on  by  the  last  week  in  Mny,  if  not  earlier. 
Mr.  K°gd.  Uarknr  has  been  on  the  Fnirford  Park  waters. 
The  loiHon  on  the  Leach  opened  fully  on  May  1,  but  all 
waters  are  in  private  liands. — Pa,\'. 

CorntBli  Streams.— The  pist  week  hai  not  been  by 
any  means  a  8ucc;siful  one.  The  waters  hive  fined  ol't' 
extremely  low,  and  the  oonditiona  of  threatening  rainhavj 
been  against  even  average  baskets.  On  the  Camel,  Mr. 
Long  got  half  a  do/.en  Jib.  trout,  besidci  several  smaller 


ones,  at  Dunmeer.  Higher  up,  at  Key  Bridge,  where 
the  principal  tributary  of  the  Camel  enters,  there  have 
been  bags  of  fifteen  or  twenty.  _  Peal  have  not  yet  run  up, 
although  they  are  expected  daily.  Thousands  of  salmon 
and  peil  fry  and  parr  harass  the  anglers  in  the  Fowey  and 
Camel,  and  the  wonder  is  that  there  is  not  the  prep  )r- 
tiorate  amount  of  mature  fish.  Still,  matters  are  very 
strongly  improving. — BoD.MiN. 

Dareiith  (Foxningham,  Ejnsford  and  Horton). 
— The  south-west  wind  which  replaced  the  grim  north- 
caster  has  made  fishing  pleasanter  ;  but  the  trout  have  not 
yet  quite  realised  the  chinge,  or  do  not  behave  as  if  they 
had.  The  smaller  fish  were  rising  fairly  well  at  times,  and 
some  were  taken  on  the  Blue  Dun  and  Wickham,  and 
duly  returned.  I  saw  two  or  three  larger  fish,  but  only 
one  was  feeding.  The  water  is  fairly  full,  but  of  rather  a 
queer  greyish  colour.  I  have  noticed  this  before  in 
previous  seasons,  and  that  the  trout  will  not  feed  well 
while  it  lasts.  Possibly  it  indicates  some  small  escape  of 
lime  into  the  water  from  the  mills.  Some  May  Flies  have 
been  seen  on  the  banks  of  Ravensbourne,  but  it  will  be 
over  a  month  before  they  are  common  in  thij  neighbour- 
hood.—J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  District).— Great  things  were 
expected  of  Monday's  rain,  but  unfortunately  there  was 
not  enough  of  it,  and  the  river  is  as  low  as  ever.  The 
river  is  being  freely  patronised  by  anglers,  but  local  anglers 
are  keenly  disappointed  at  the  failure  of  the  trout  fishing, 
as  last  year  some  very  fine  lots  were  being  made  just  at 
this  time.  On  the  moorland  tributaries — Blackabrook, 
Cherrybrook,  &c. — small  lots  have  been  made,  but  on 
Wednesday  Mr.  H.  Clark  killed  fifteen  brace,  including 
several  of  good  size,  a  lot  of  a  dozen  falling  to  his  rod  next 
day.  The  Blue  Upright,  Partridge  Hackle,  and  March 
Brown  are  the  favourite  flies ;  but  the  water  is  too  cold, 
and  fish  do  not  rise.  The  Rev.  Salt,  of  Plymouth,  his 
been  trying  the  lower  reaches  for  some  days  pist,  but  his 
best  lot  was  eight,  taken  on  Monday  with  the  Blue 
Uptight ;  whilst  Mr.  Stevenson,  a  visitor  from  Scotland, 
has  killed  a  few.  Meser<j.  Soper,  E.  Distin,  and  Revell 
have  had  small  lots,  the  best  flies  being  Bine  Upright  and 
Edmond's  Palmer.  Mr.  Edbrook  has  landed  a  141b. 
salmon  jast  below  Buckfastlaigh.  A  lot  of  salmon  spawn 
are  making  their  way  down  the  river  to  the  sea. — 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  streams  are  still  very 
low,  and  a  good  downfall  of  rain  is  badly  needed  "  to 
gladden  the  heart  of  the  angler."  In  spite  of  the  adverse 
conditions  some  very  fiir  baskets  have  been  made  at 
intervals,  about  the  beat  lot  being  reported  from  the 
Ashwater  district,  one  rod  on  the  Tamar,  on  Saturday, 
getting  forty-two,  the  Hawthorn  killing  about  fifteen 
brace  of  these.  A  local  rod  caught  two  nice  fish,  of  lib. 
and  Jib.  respectively,  in  Blagdon  Lake  with  the  Peacock 
Blue.  A  good  deal  of  night-lining  still  continues  around 
this  district.  On  the  upper  Tamar  and  adjicent  streams 
the  Blue  Uprights,  Maxwells,  and  Stone  Flies  are  freely 
used.  Mr.  Stainton  managed  to  get  over  a  dozen  one  day, 
and  others  have  secured  small  lots  by  day  fishing,  one  or 
two  peal  having  also  been  creeled.  A  few  salmon  have 
been  killed  recently  in  the  Torridge,  among  those 
successful  baing  Messrs.  H.  Price  (two).  Price, 
junr.  (Newton  Abbot),  Chamberlain  and  SnelL  the  latter 
being  fortunate  enough  to  land  one  of  201%.  with  the 
Dusty  Miller.  Salmon  are  said  to  be  fairly  numerous  in 
the  upper  reaches,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  northern 
streams  hold  the  record  for  salmon  this  season,  but  even 
that  is  a  small  matter.  Trouting  in  the  north,  however, 
is  dull  in  common  with  the  other  rivers,  but  some  luck  has 
been  obtained  by  Messrs.  Kudd,  Marshall,  and  Doe,  the 
last-named  having  a  19oz  trout  in  one  lot.  W.  W. 
Sydenham  did  well  near  Dulverton,  getting  eleven  brace 
on  Thursday  forenoon,  with  a  IJ-pounder  for  the  heaviest. 
Although  some  fish  are  being  caught  in  the  Lydford 
district,  rain  is  badly  needed.  A  correspondent  writes 
complaining  of  the  sport  afforded  by  the  Upper  Teign, 
siying  that  reports  of  lib.  fiah  being  killed  makes  it  appear 
that  the  fishing  in  the  association  waters  is  good,  whereis 
the  average  ia  not  mora  than  half-a-dozen  par  rod. 
The  correspondent  may,  however,  console  himself  by  the 
fact  that  half-a-dozen  baskets  are  pretty  prevalent  on 
rivers  other  thin  the  Teign  just  now  !— Devonian. 

JBden  (Carlisle). — The  rods  have  been  doing  better 
than  the  nets  of  late,  most  of  the  fish  being  killed  in  the 
evening.  Mr.  ColliDgham  has  had  eleven  in  the  Holme 
Wrangle  water;  Mr.  W.  Scott,  three.  171b.,  201b.,  27lb., 
on  the  Doctor's  Flat ;  Mr.  Fraser  Sandeman,  three  in  the 
Low  House  water  ;  Capt.  Hills,  of  Corby  Castle,  seven  in 
a  week's  fishing;  the  Armathwaite  Castle  keeper,  two; 
and  Mr.  J.  W.  Graham,  one,  in  the  Crosby  water.  This 
week  salmon  are  showing  rather  better  in  the  Solway,  and 
the  net  fishermen  are  in  better  heart.  So  far  I  have  not 
heard  of  a  grilse  being  caught.  The  salmon  hatchery 
scheme  is  likely  to  go  on,  but  more  subscriptions  are 
urgently  required.  It  will  be  a  great  pity  if  this  eiccellent 
scheme  should  be  starved,  but  there  are  many  calls  on  the 
purses  of  the  liberal  jast  now,  and  nothing  oin  ever  be 
got  from  the  other  sort  — SiLVER-GltKY. 

Esk  (Waitiby).— Cold  winds  have  prevailed  all  the 
past  week,  making  good  sport  almost  impossible,  and  rain 
id  much  needed  to  clear  the  river  from  kelts.  The  only 
catches  to  hand  are:  Dr.  English,  nine  brace  of  trout; 
Mr.  R.  Baker,  six  brace  ;  and  Mr.  R.  Linton,  four  brace. 
Tho  prospects  tor  the  ensuing  week  are  only  pwr.  Sea 
angling  has  been  fairly  brisk  during  the  week,  some  good 
catches  of  mixed  fish  having  bem  lauded. — .1.  Jackson. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Iiinoa.  and  CamoM.).— 
Gradually  the  weather  ia  improving  for  the  trout  fishers, 
but  the  cold  nights  are  certainly  against  the  propagation 
of  ioseot  life.  On  one  or  two  occasions  even  last  week 
temperature  on  the  grass  touched  freezing  poiut.  Under 
conditions  like  those  the  whipping  of  tlie  upper  waters 
does  not  amount  to  much.    If  you  want  really  to  catch 


fish  yon  must  resort  to  a  bunch  of  maggots,  the  end  of  a 
dew  worm,  or  a  small  live  bait.  A  few  anglers  have  been 
successful  with  one  of  the  latter  methods,  and  I  have 
heard  of  the  eatly  flies  being  successful  late  on  a  sunshiny 
afternoon. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  i North  Notts.).— There  has  not  been 
much  in  the  way  of  sport  on  the  Idle  and  Ryton.  This  is 
chiefly  owing  to  the  cold  nights.  A  few  local  anglers  have 
been  trying  for  trout  in  the  deep  waters  below  Retford, 
but  they  have  not  been  very  successful  so  far  as  I  can 
make  out.  The  private  waters  in  the  upper  district  are 
supposed  to  open  on  May  1 ;  how  far  this  will  be  the  case 
this  year  I  cannot  say.  Subscribers  to  the  club  waters 
are  not  particular.  I  heard  of  a  few  brace  being  taken 
from  the  Ryton,  near  Blyth,  the  other  day.  Vegetation, 
is  now  growing  freshly  in  the  woods  and  pastures.  Eels 
are  now  running  up  the  streams  plentifully  from  the  TrentJ 
On  the  latter  water  and  on  the  lower  Idle  some  of  thd 
trout  anglers  have  been  after  them.  Taking  eels,  how4 
ever,  is  unlawful. — L.  1 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— The  weather 
during  the  past  week,  though  a  trifle  cold,  has  been 
favourable,  and  some  splendid  baskets  have  been  made, 
Mr.  Crowther  made  the  best  basket  with  twenty-four  fish, 
weighing  14.1b.  On  the  26th  thirty-nine  fish  were  killed, 
of  which  Mr.  Llewellyn  aecjunted  for  fourteen  (81b.  3oz  ), 
Mr.  No3l  Falkner  and  Mr.  Crowther,  seven  each;  Rev. 
Burnside,  six ;  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  five.  On  the  27th, 
seventy-four  fish  (431b.)  were  weighed.  Mr.  Crowther 
killed  twenty-four;  Mr.  Llewellyn,  fifteen ;  Messrs.  Falkner, 
thirteen ;  Rev.  Gainsbury,  eleven ;  and  Mr.  Hollins,  six. 
On  the  28th,  fifty-seven  trout  were  killed,  scaling 
331b.  12oz.  Mr.  Guernsey  and  Rev.  Burnsiie  took  sixteen 
(91b.  13oz.)  ;  Mr.  Crowther,  fourteen ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett, 
ten  ;  Messrs.  Falkner,  nine ;  the  remaioing  baskets  con- 
tained three  or  under.  On  the  30th,  sixty-four  fish  were 
brought  in,  weighing  361b.  Mr.  Crowther  creeled  sixteen ; 
Rev.  Gainsbury,  eleven ;  Rev.  Burnside  and  Mr.  Guernsey, 
ten ;  Messrs.  Falkner,  ten ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  nine ; 
and  Mr.  Hollins,  three.  On  May  1,  sixty-eight  tront  were 
killed,  weighing  411b.  Mr.  R.  L.  Girnett  accounted  for 
ten ;  Mr.  Crowther,  ten ;  Messrs.  Falkner,  ten ;  Rev. 
Burnside  and  Mr.  Guernsey,  twelve  ;  Mr.  Lovett,  eight ; 
Rev.  Gainsbury,  seven ;  Capt.  Garnett,  five ;  and  Mr. 
Chance,  four.  Black  Gnat,  and  Teal  and  Red  are  the 
best  flies.  Master  Hollins  made  the  best  basket  on  the 
river,  with  eight  fish. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.  —  In  snmmerlike  weather 
trout  fishing  opened  on  Tuesday  on  the  Lea  and  on 
portions  of  the  tributary  Beane,  and  both  rivers  were 
showing  a  nic3  head  of  water  for  the  occasion.  Numerous 
anglers  were  out  ia  the  Hertford  and  Ware  districts,  and 
the  St.  Margaret's,  Rye  House,  and  Hoddesdon  waters 
were  also  visited.  At  Hertford  several  anglers  turned  out 
very  early,  3  a.m.  finding  some  at  work  between  the  Gas 
House  and  the  Mill.  One  of  these  by  breakfast  time  had 
ciptured  half  a  dozen  trout,  but  all  were  undersized,  and 
were  returned.  Throughout  the  day  no  heavy  fish  were 
caught,  the  opening  being  rather  a  disappointing  one  at 
Hertford,  where  many  excellent  trout  have  their  haunts. 
A  Hertford  angler  caught  a  brace  scaling  31b.,  and  two 
other  anglers  secured  a  lib.  trout  each.  Oram's  water 
yielded  two  or  three  trout,  also  a  few  dace,  which  were 
returned.  This  fishery  was  in  capital  order,  the  flow  of 
water  through  it  being  all  that  could  be  desired.  The  csld 
nights  preceding  the  opening  of  the  season  doubtless  kept 
the  trout  down,  as  I  only  heard  of  two  fish  being  caught 
with  the  fly.  At  Ware  I  could  not  hear  of  any  trout 
being  taken  at  the  "  Boom,"  but  at  the  lock  ahoy  caught  a 
6in.  trout,  which,  like  a  good  little  sportsman,  he 
returned.  I  tried  the  "Boom"  and  the  water  between 
there  and  the  Town  Bridge  myself,  spinning  with  a 
natural  bleak,  and  certainly  did  require  the  landing  net, 
hut  it  was  only  for  a  4lb.  jack.  Mr.  A.  E.  Jackson  hooked 
and  lost  a  small  trout  at  ttie  "  Boom,"  but  we  saw  nothing 
of  the  big  fish  which  has  its  haunt  there  and  up  the  mill 
stream.  Sportsmen  out  on  the  New  River  (private  fishery) 
caught  a  number  of  trout,  the  best  scaling  31b. ;  but  I 
could  hear  of  nothing  being  done  on  the  Beane. — IzAAk 
Walton. 

jMUgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  changeable — one 
day  fine  and  warm  and  the  next  a  nasty  cold  east  wind 
blowing,  followed  by  showers,  the  latter  refreshing  the 
river  and  making  the  fish  move.  Angling  his  not  been 
very  brisk.  Several  anglers  have  been  out  and  used  Brown 
and  Grey  Spinners,  Red  Palmer,  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown, 
Red  Spinner,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Stone  Ply,  and  soaie  nice- 
sized  fish  landed.  With  warmer  weather  there  should  be 
some  good  dishes  of  tront  landed  in  these  parts.  The 
Pinsley  is  running  clear  aud  in  good  order. — Gwynne. 

ItVLgg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingslaud).— Rivers 
are  to  all  appearance  in  capital  trim,  yet  the  trout  are 
not  on  the  move,  and  sport  has  been  very  indifferent,  not 
to  siy  downright  bad,  from  what  cause,  unless  it  be  the 
peculiar  weither  we  have  been  having,  cannot  say.  Most 
days  have  been  bright,  excepting  Monday,  when  rain  fell 
for  some  hours ;  nights  more  or  loss  of  frost.  Natural 
insects  are  scarce,  and  hardly  a  trout  can  be  seen  to  rise. 
Ttiey  are  very  backward  in  condition.  With  seasonable 
weather  a  favourable  oliangn  may  be  anticipated,  and  the 
flies  should  be  March  Brown,  Blue  or  Yellow  Dun,  Grey 
and  Brown  Spinners,  Iron  Blue,  Hardy  Brown,  and  Olive 
Dun.— R.  T.  Wii.T.iAM.H. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— At  time  of  reporting, 
Wednetday,  May  2,  the  river  is  in  excellent  order  for  the 
fly.  The  freshet  which  we  had  on  April  30  greatly 
improved  the  stream  without  discolouring  it  much. 
Several  nice  takes  of  trout  have  occurred  lately.  One  rod 
took  twelve  fisb,  aggregating  in  weight  81b.,  on  Mr. 
Rolle's  water  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  another  took 
nine  pretty  fish  on  Alonday,  April  30.    The  otter  hounds 
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were  at  work  on  April  30.  They  found  three  otters  in 
Tipton  Mill  leat,  and  killed  two  cf  them ;  the  third,  a 
very  large  one,  esoapfa?  after  an  eicitinsr  hunt.  The  river 
will  be  hunted  in  different  parts  throughout  the  present 
we*k.    At  Ef  a  pollack  are  affording  sport. — Hkkon. 

Flymoutli. — The  bright  weather  during  the  week  has 
EOt  been  very  favourable  for  mid-day  fiebing.  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  there  are  some  very  fine  trout  below  Lady  Bertha 
Mine,  on  the  Tavy  ;  this  shows  how  soon  the  river  has 
picked  up  since  the  little  mishap  to  the  catch  pits.  Some 
fine  fish  have  been  taken  in  this  portion  of  the  river  during 
the  week,  and  the  whole  river  from  this  point  upwards 
shows  a  great  improvement,  and  the  large  quantities  of 
yearling  and  other  trout  that  are  annually  put  in  the 
river  under  the  saperintendence  of  the  Eecretary  proves 
how  all  rivers  are  benefited  by  introducing  fresh  stock. 
My  daughter,  who  has  been  staying  on  the  moor,  has  been 
having  some  good  sport  on  the  Tavy  in  sis  days  running  ; 
she  never  had  a  blank  day,  and  in  a  few  hours'  fishing  each 
day  of  the  week  she  took  sixty-seven  fish,  the  largest  lib., 
one  sib  ;  two  Jib.  each,  and  several  from  4oz.  to  6oz. 
These  were  all  taken  on  the  fly.  Two  days  out  of  the  six 
it  was  blowing  so  hard  from  the  eastward  that  yon  could 
hardly  keep  the  fly  on  the  water.  A  gentle  mm  friend  of 
mine  fishirg  on  the  Meavy  has  baen  having  gocd  sport 
also,  very  few  fish  being  taken  under  Jib.  Several  p°al 
(fresh  run)  have  been  seen  in  the  various  pools. — Willia^f 
Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyvnwj,  Tanat,  and  Cftin  (Llanymy- 

nech). — The  state  of  the  atmosphere  is  at  present  all  that 
can  be  desired,  from  an  angling  p}int  of  view,  as  the  cold 
and  piercing  northerly  and  easterly  winds  are  no  longer 
felt,  having  given  place  to  weather  of  a  most  spring-like 
character,  and,  althouah  such  has  been  the  case  for  several 
days  past,  it  is  a  subject  of  general  complaint  that  the 
trout  continue  to  rise  very  slowly  to  the  fly,  and  at  present 
the  excuse  made  that  this  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  cold 
minds  no  Icnger  holds  gocd.  Anglers  hold  many  different 
opinions  on  the  subject,  but  all  agree  that  very  few  fish 
are  observed  rising  to  the  fly  on  any  of  these  rivers.  Some 
nice  trout  are  now  taken  on  the  Tanat  and  Cain,  and  a 
few  also  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  Vyrnwy,  and,  according 
to  all  accounts,  the  trout  in  the  upper  waters  are  in  much 
better  condition  than  in  the  lower  waters,  where  they  are 
not  only  in  very  poor  condition  but  most  diflScult  to 
capture,  more  especially  with  the  fly.  Several  pike  are 
taken  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Vyrnwy,  as  well  as  in  the 
Severn,  and  they  appear  to  be  as  numerous  as  ever  in  these 
parts  of  the  rivers.  There  are,  as  yet,  very  few  samlets  to 
be  seen  in  the  Yymwy  and  Tanat,  and  their  number 
appears  to  be  decreasing  year  by  year,  ard  in  places  where 
formerly  they  could  be  seen  in  thousands  they  can  for  the 
last  few  years  be  reckoned  only  in  scores. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— The  weather  during 
the  week  has  been  treacherous.  Frost  in  the  early 
mornings,  then  warm  showers  and  snmmerlike  days.  Trout 
fishemaen  in  the  main  livera  have  not  been  successful  with 
the  water  at  a  low  temperature,  only  a  few  small  fish  coming 
to  hand.  In  the  upper  waters  of  the  Ouse  above  Sheffield 
Parkin  the  reach  about  the  Slocpe  a  few  better  trout  have 
been  taken,  but  these  principally  with  worm.  Few  anglers 
have  tried  the  backwaters  of  iha  Adur,  which  hold  some 
good  fish.  Even  from  the  culverts  between  Shoreham  and 
Breeding,  trout  up  to  21b.  have  been  ciptured  by  running 
a  maiden  lob  or  brandlings  through,  but  this  necessitates 
strong  tackle  as  the  arches  are  full  of  debris.  A  few  good 
txGut  up  to  l|lb.  have  been  ciught  in  the  Rotber, 
principally  with  worm  and  minnow;  but  the  perch  are  a 
nuisarce  now  they  are  re'^urnable.  One  of  2Jlb.  was 
hooked  and  put  back  on  Monday.  Harbour  fishing  for 
smelt  is  niw  gocd.  Eecently  at  Mr.  Fame's  Mill  at 
Birdham,  sixty-three  and  a  half  dozen  were  tikenby  three 
rods  at  one  tide,  and  otter  takes  have  ranged  from  two  to 
six  dozen  individually.  Some  few  taken  by  Mr.  Geo. 
Moore,  the  tazidermis'',  measured  over  7ia. ,  and  were  thick 
in  proportion.  The  flavour  is  excellent — possibly  owing  to 
the  influx  cf  the  drainige.  Anyhow,  smelt  aie  up  in  vast 
numbers,  and  are  giving  excellent  sport.— George  F. 
Salter. 

Taw  (Nortli  Devon).— Boat  net  fishermen,  who 
during  the  fence  time  have  not  been  allowed  to  wet  a  net, 
have  bad  their  opening  meeting,  but  I  fear  they  do 
not  expect  much  of  a  season,  there  being  fewer  licences 
taken  ;  but  the  heavy  rain  of  Sunday  and  Monday,  and 
the  high  spring  tides,  must  have  made  the  salmon  run  up. 
The  rod  salmon  fishers  have  done  very  little.  The  water 
was  so  low  and  clear  before  the  rain  came,  and  now  it  is 
coloured.  Trout  men  have  toiled  hard,  but  with  few  fish. 
I  was  told  one  gentleman  caught  two  dozen  nice  fish,  bat 
my  friends  have  returned  with  the  average  of  six  brace. 
Fishing  in  the  holes  in  the  rocks  at  low  water,  a  gentle- 
man, with  his  assistants,  caught  about  cue  dozen  lobsters, 
besides  some  hundred  prawns.  A  friend  says  salmon  are 
seen  jumping  in  numbers,  and  no  doubt  if  they  escape  the 
nets  will  be  bound  to  take  the  fish  in  the  higher  water. — 
Rr:sTY  Ga-me. 

Temc  (IindlOw)^The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  cipital  order  for 
angiicg.  The  weather  has  been  changeable,  one  day  nice 
and  warm  v^ith  a  bright  sunshine,  and  the  next  cold  with 
a  strong  wind.  The  fish  have  been  moving  better  this 
week,  and  appear  to  be  coming  more  on  the  feed,  and  a 
good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  tried  fly  and 
bottom  baits  with  sncceas.  The  best  flies  to  use  are  the 
Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  Bed  Palmer,  Brown  and  Grey 
Spinners,  Red  Spinner,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Stone  Fly,  and 
some  fair-sized  fish  have  been  landed.  Worm  has  been 
bett  for  bottom.  Minnow  fishing  in  early  morning  and 
in  the  evening  has  been  successful.  On  Saturday  an 
argler  landed  a  nice  dish  of  trout  with  Red  PaliKer  and 
Brown  Spinner.  With  the  worm,  on  Monday,  six  trout 
were  taken.  With  Blue  Dun  and  March  Brown  a  nice  lot 
of  fish  were  landed  on  Tuesday,   The  otter  hounds  met 


at  Burford  on  Monday,  and  after  hunting  up  to  Steventon 
blank  were  sent  home.  The  Ony,  C'orve,  Clnn,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  c'ear  and  in  good  order.  Sport  in  them 
has  improved  of  late,  and  prospects  good. — S.  Ludlou  . 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— In  this  part  the  river  continues 
to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  the  water  is  in  excdlpnt 
order  for  fifhing.  Rain  has  been  liad,  which  has  improved 
the  river  a  li'tle,  bat  the  weather  hag  been  po  changeable 
— rain,  sunshine,  and  very  cold  winds.  A  fair  number  cf 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  tried  fly  and  worm,  and 
the  fish  have  been  rising  fairly  well,  but  warmer  weather 
will  have  to  come  before  any  real  good  sport  will  le  had. 
Some  nice  trout  have  been  landed  with  Blue  Dun,  Red 
Palmer,  March  Brown,  and  Yellow  Dun,  and  the  prospects 
are  now  good,  and  during  the  week  good  fish  should  be 
landed.  The  Rea,  Kjre,  and  Ledwyche  are  clear. — 
Worcester. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  Hast  Gloacestershire).— 

Several  old  hands  have  been  out  on  the  Swan  water,  and 
some  fair  sport  has  in  some  instances  been  had.  Amongst 
others  who  have  been  out  here  are  Messrs.  R.  D.  Turner, 
Tatchell,  Edgar  Chew,  E.  Chard,  John  Morgan,  Jebb, 
Mills,  F,  Lockwood,  Jeafferson,  &c.,  &o.  I  believe  the 
hotel  bookings  are  already  filled  up  for  the  May  Fiy 
which,  as  I  said  last  week,  will  probably  be  on  here  about 
May  29.  I  hear  that  the  Duke  cf  Leeds  has  again  the 
well-stocked  Williamstrip  Park  waters,  which  belong  to 
the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  There  is  some- 
thing like  four  and  a  half  miles  of  very  well-stocked 
water  to  fish  over,  and  the  price  paid  for  it  has,  I  believe, 
been  a  high  figure.  I  have  seen  a  letter  from  an  argler, 
wishing  to  secure  a  rod  on  the  "Swan  "water  for  the 
May  Fly,  1901,  and  this  one  not  begun. — Shbeey 
Spinner. 

Uak  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).— Rivera 
are  now  rather  low.  A  good  flood  is  needed  very  much. 
There  was  a  good  number  of  anglers  here  during  the 
Easter  Holidays.  The  best  baskets  up  to  date  this  season 
are  only  from  41b.  to  51b.  Mr.  Wyall  caught  one  trout.  21b  , 
with  the  small  fly.  March  Brown,  Quill  Gnat,  and  Light 
and  Dark  Blues  seem  to  be  the  favourite  flies  here. — 

PONTSENNY. 

Wltham,  fts.  (Mid-Llnoolnahlre).— Trout  fishers 
in  north  Lincolnshire  have  been  none  too  lucky  this  season 
so  far.  Indeed,  subscribers  to  the  fisheries  on  the 
different  becks  have  been  none  too  eager.  They  prefer 
fishing  in  the  fine  weather.  Mornings  and  evenings  are 
the  best  times  for  a  trial.  The  waters  as  a  rule  are  in 
grand  ply,  bnt  the  cold  of  the  evenings  limits  the  supply 
of  flies.  Now  May  has  arrived  there  should  soon  be  a 
change  in  all  this,  but  really  the  season  is  a  very  backward 
one.  Seasonable  flies,  however,  shcnld  now  ba  successful. 
What  we  have  said  of  the  Wold  district  applies  equally  to 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Witham,  and  the  streams  around 
Grantham.  The  captures  of  trout  so  far  in  this  district 
have  been  comparatively  rare. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).- The  above 
rivers  are  very  low  and  clear,  and  in  good  order  for  fly 
fishing,  and  there  has  been  about  an  average  number  of 
fishermen  on  the  Wye ;  bnt  I  don't  hear  of  anyone 
obtaining  more  than  two  or  three  fish.  Also  the  Darley- 
dale  Club's  water  has  been  well  patronised,  but  this 
portion  of  the  Derwent  has  not  yielded  very  good  sport. 
Only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water.  Mr.  Cooper  on 
Saturday,  fishing  in  Matlock  Dale  for  an  hour,  took  one 
fish  in  good  condition.  The  weather  appears  to  be  more 
favourable;  is  much  milder  to-day  (Wednesday).  Useful 
flies  :  Olive  Dun,  Yellow  Dun,  Blue  Dun,  and  Sand  Fly. 
— Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Dove,  ftc.  (Tork- 
sllire). — I  cannot  record  the  least  improvement  in  sport 
on  any  of  the  Yorkshire  rivers.  Whit  we  require  now  is 
rain  (for  our  streams  are  running  very  bright)  and  warmer 
weather,  and  until  we  have  both,  sport,  especially  with 
the  fly,  will  continue  bad.  I  and  other  anglers  on  the  Yore 
have  to  put  up  with  a  brace  or  two  of  an  afternoon,  and 
few  followers  of  the  gentle  art  turn  out ;  nearly  all  are 
waiting  for  better  prospects.  Matters  up  the  Swale  are 
quiet.  A  medical  gentleman  from  Northallerton  had  his 
first  turn  this  season  on  the  private  stretch  of  water  the 
other  day  at  Constable  Burton.  The  weather  was  on  the 
whole  favourable,  and  he  creeled  over  a  dozen  trout  with 
the  February  Red.  He  complained  of  the  large  quantity 
of  undersized  trout  which  he  caught  and  returned.  None 
of  the  trout  could  be  caid  to  be  in  first-class  condition.  A 
Northallerton  angler  was  cut  on  Monday  on  private 
water,  fishing  the  dry  fly.  He  caught  nothing  for  the 
first  two  hours  but  small  fish,  all  of  which  were  promptly 
returned  to  their  native  element ;  but  with  an  Olive 
Dun  and  a  Winter  Red  he  managed  to  catch  two 
brace,  but  fishing  was  very  hard  work  indeed  in 
the  clear  water.  Matters  have  been  rather  quiet 
with  the  members  of  the  Black  Ox  Club,  and 
although  a  good  many  disciples  of  old  Izaak  have  tried 
their  luck,  sport  has  been  the  reverse  of  enjoyable.  Sport 
has  been  good  up  the  Yore.  There  is  still  a  dearth  of 
natural  flies,  and  the  few  fish  that  have  found  their  way 
into  anglers'  panniers  have  been  caught  by  swimmiua;  the 
worm,  with  the  natural  minnow,  or  with  the  Miller's 
Thumb  Devon.  The  latter  bait  kills  well  in  perfectly 
clear  water,  and  in  a  letter  to  hand  from  Calais  "  Sarcelle  " 
speaks  highly  of  its  killing  powers  in  French  waters. 
From  the  Wharfe  I  hear  that  the  nights  keep  very  chilly, 
and  cold  north-east  winds  prevent  the  flies  from  hatching 
out ;  but  several  good  baskets  have  been  got,  the  best 
being  one  of  ten  brace  caught  with  spinning  the  minnow 
on  the  Ariel  flight.  The  front  are  rising  badly  to  the  fly. 
A  few  trout  have  been  caught  with  March  Brown  (male 
and  female),  Suite  Bloa,  Snipe  and  Orange,  Orange 
Partridge,  and  Waterhen  and  Yellow.  On  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Wharfe  several  anglers  have  done  well 
amongst  the  flounders,  the  best  baskets  being  got  at 


Tadcastcr.  Mr.  .7.  C.  Frank  writes  me  to  say  on  the  club 
water  Dove  and  Ilodge  (Kirbymoorside)  below  the  town, 
comprising  both  streams,  fish  have  increased  considerahlv 
ill  size  since  the  club  was  formed  three  years  ago,  the  5()<) 
yearling  trout  which  were  turned  into  the  waters  are  now 
takeable  fish.  The  season  is  rather  early  yet,  bnt  anglers 
visiting  Kirbymoorside  have  secured  a  few  n'ce  simples  of 
fish,  the  colour  and  ondition  being  satisfactory.  The 
Dunctmbe  Park  Estate  water  above  the  town,  comprB'ng 
both  Dove  and  Hodge,  is,  owing  to  the  greater  amount  of 
foliage  and  shelter  of  woods,  somewhat  earlier.  Good 
baskets  have  been  got.  Trout  are  fairly  plentiful.  A 
test  the  other  week  exceeded  the  stanlard  meaenre.  Ona 
12in.  trout  is  reported  to  have  been  caught.  The  limit  is 
low  (GJin.)  in  order  to  include  the  upper  reaches  on  the 
moors.  Tickets  Is.  per  week,  which  are  obtainable  at  the 
King's  Head  Hotel.  Kirbymoorside,  as  well  as  at  the 
Estate  Oflice,  llelmsley.  Dove  Angling  Club  tickets  can 
be  obtained  at  the  hotels  ar  d  tackle  dealers  in  Kirby- 
moorside, 2s.  ()d.  per  day,  and  7s.  (id.  per  week.  Mr. 
Frank  will  gladly  give  any  further  information.  Strong 
efforts  continue  to  be  made  to  keep  our  streams  free  from 
pike,  and  Colonel  H.  E.  Wilson  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Davies,  of 
Liverpool,  fishing  in  private  water,  have  had  fair  sport, 
securing  eight  fish  weighing  from  31b.  to  81b.  Only 
meagre  return*  of  sport  are  to  hand  from  the  Nidd, 
Derwent,  &c.  All  my  corespondents  report  a  want  of 
rain  now. 

Bv  Tklegraph. — Rainhas  fallen  heavily  all  the  morning. 
Showers  still  continue,  and,  according  to  the  barometer, 
we  may  expect  a  lot  more  rain.  This  will  freshen  the 
rivers,  and  make  prospects  better  than  they  have  been  for 
some  time.  The  best  flies  for  next  week  are  March  Brown, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Early  Brown,  Blue  Hawk,  and  Orange 
Partridge. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depjt,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Abeifeldy. — Mr.  Sturrock,  fishing  the  Tay  from  the 
Breadalbane  Arms,  caught  sixteen  trout,  8Jlb. — Alex. 

NiCOL. 

Awe. — On  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  waters,  on  April  24. 
Col.  J.  Clifton  Brown  had  a  salmon  121b.  On  April  26 
the  same  centleman  had  one  of  151b.,  and  Mr.  Macdonald 
one  of  241b.  April  30,  Mr.  Rait  had  a  salmon  151b. — 
D.  M. 

Border  Esk  and  laiddle. — The  warmer  weather  has 
improved  angling  prospects.  A  fair  number  of  salmon 
are  in  the  lower  waters,  and  sea  trout  have  begun  to  run. 
Some  nice  baikets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  got.  Mr. 
Fasson,  the  Cantab  and  Scotch  International  footballer, 
who  has  been  staying  at  the  Etklale  Hotel,  Langholm, 
worthily  presided  over  by  Mr.  Wm  Douglas,  had  a  catch 
of  a  dozen  and  a  half  yellow  trout  in  the  Liddle,  and  a  dozen 
in  the  Esk.  Mr.  Wm.  Armstrong  and  others  have  had  some 
nice  fish  in  the  mid-reaches.  In  the  Metal  Bridge  water, 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Rockcliffe,  and  some  anglers  staying  at  the 
Metal  Bridge  Hotel,  have  had  some  yellow  trout,  bnt 
salmon  are  shy  at  present,  as  the  waters  are  rurming  low 
and  clear.  Yellow  trout  are  coming  on  fast,  and  some 
gocd  baskets  have  been  made  in  the  tributaries.  During 
the  early  part  of  the  week  weather  has  been  fine,  but  rain, 
which  has  been  threatening,  is  now  falling  in  fitful 
showers,  and  better  sport  is  anticipated.  The  swallows 
are  arrivinsr,  and  several  have  been  seen  in  Canonbie,  near 
the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  and,  although  it  has  been  said  that 
"  one  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer,"  it  may  truth- 
fully be  recorded  now  that  the  summer  is  upon  us.  At 
time  of  writing  the  rivers  are  rising  slightly,  but  little 
further  of  note  has  been  done  beyond  what  was  chronicled 
last  week — Gilnockie. 

Carron,  Eastar  R-ss  (Ardgay,  N.B.).— On 
Monday  week  Mr.  R.  T.  Ccupland,  of  Gruinards,  landfd 
on  Gruinards  water  three  salmon,  one  of  which  weighed 
201b.  Mr.  St.  Vincent  Peel,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel, 
grassed  three  salmon  on  the  Invercbarron  water.  On 
'J'uesday,  Mr.  Coupland  caught  one  salmon,  and  Mr.  St. 
Vincent  Peel  a  sea  trout  of  21b.  On  Wednesday,  Mr. 
Warner,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  got  an  8-pcuader  on 
Glidfield  water ;  and  Mr.  Coupland  a  nice  fi=b  on 
Gruinards  water.  Oa  Thursday,  Mr.  Warner  caught  an 
lllb.  salmon  on  (xlidfield  water  ;  and  Mr.  St.  Vinooui.  Peel 
a  9-pounder  on  Invercbarron  water.  On  Friday  the  last 
named  got  a  salmon  of  10|lb. ;  and  Mr.  Oonpland's  party 
at  Gruinards,  five  salmon.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Coupland 
on  his  own  rod  landed  seven  salmon  on  Gruinards  water  ; 
and  Mr.  St.  Vincent  Peel  two  of  8Jlb.  and  91b.  on  Inver- 
cbarron water.  On  Monday  this  week  the  weather  was 
exceedingly  cold  and  boisterous. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffsiiire). — This  river  is  in  splendid 
fishing  order,  and  good  sport  is  being  enjoyed  by  anglers. 
Since  the  water  settled  down,  fish  in  fair  numbers  have 
been  running,  and  not  only  has  the  rod  fishing  improved, 
but  the  net  fishing  also.  On  the  Forglen  water  three  fine 
fish  of  12]b.,  91b.,  and  Ojlb.  were  grassfd ;  on  the  Muiresk 
water  a  like  number,  weighing  J^lb. ,  SJlb.,  and  6|lb.  ;  on 
the  Ardmiddle  water,  two,  of  81b.  and  6|lb.  ;  on  the 
Carnoustie  water,  one  fish  of  81b. ;  on  the  Edinglassie 
water,  half  a  dozen  fish,  weighing  CJlb.  to  SJlb. ;  on  the 
Netherdale  section,  on  the  25th,  there  was  landed  a 
salmon  of  61b. ;  on  the  26th,  one  of  81b. ;  on  the  27th. 
two  of  71b.  and  81b.  ;  and  on  the  28th,  two  of  61b.  and 
71b.  On  this  water  a  large  salmon  of  27jb.  was  killed 
on  the  17th  ult.  At  Huntly  quite  a  number  of  fine 
salmon  and  heavy  baskets  of  trout  have  been  got. 
There  are  a  good  many  strangers  staying  at  Huntly  for 
the  fishing.  Although  the  net  fishing  cn  the  river  and 
ad jact  nt  coast  has  not  been  so  productive  as  last  season, 
there  has  been  a  steady  improvement  tit:ce  the  weather 
changed  for  the  better.  On  the  river  the  nets  are  worked 
night  and  day,  and  for  the  past  week  a  fair  number  of 
salmon  were  landed.    A  few  trout  were  also  got,  but  aa 
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yet  no  grilse  have  been  caught  this  season.  On  the  coast 
the  sea  is  not  so  choppy,  and  the  nets  at  the  different 
statioDB  are  examined  daily,  and  the  yield  is  more 
gratif  jing.  Another  grilse,  the  second  for  the  season,  was 
taken  from  a  bag  net  at  the  eod  of  last  week.  It  weighed 
3Jlb.    Salmon  average  close  on  91b. — H.  W. 

Gloy  and  Loch,  Lochy  (InTerness-shire). — Mr. 
Byres-Leake,  who  has  taken  Invergloy  Lodge  and  fishing 
on  the  Gloy  and  Loch  Lochy,  has  been  havicg  good  sport 
in  the  latter  with  the  yellow  trout  from  lib.  to  31b.,  and 
on  April_  30  took  a  splendid  specimen  of  the  greit  lake 
trout  (with  the  double  row  of  teeth  on  the  vomer,  or 
central  bone  of  the  roof  of  the  mouth),  lljlb.,  in  perfect 
condition,  length  29in. 

Lyon  (Fottingall,  Glen  Lyoa,  Perth  shire).— 
Gentlemen  fishing  from  the  Fortingall  Hotel :  Mr.  Philip 
Geen,  London,  landed  a  salmon  on  April  26  of  16Jlb. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Walter,  on  April  28,  one  of  191b.  Mr.  Philip 
Geen,  on  April  30,  one  of  181b.— Paul  B.  Macphail. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— Cloudy  weather,  viich  only 
occasional  sunshine,  and  south-westerly  winds  have 
characterised  the  past  week,  and  though  the  atmosphere 
has  been  rather  cold,  capital  sport  has  been  obtained  with 
fly.  The  clubs  out,  with  the  first  prize  winners  and 
heaviest  trout  captured,  were  as  follows  t  Mr.  James 
Howe,  of  Perth  Club,  seventeen  trout,  111b.  lloz. ; 
heaviest  trout.  Mr.  J.  S.  Mowat,  21b.  Mr.  C.  Marchant, 
of  Glasgow  Wanderers'  Club,  eight  trout,  7ib.  6oz.; 
heaviest  trout,  Mr.  J.  Gordon,  21b.  4dz.  Mr.  Greig, 
of  Kelvinside  Academical  Club,  six  trout,  3lb.  3oz.  • 
heaviest  trout,  Mr.  Miller,  lib.  12cz.  Mr.  W.  Robertson, 
of  Perthshire  Club,  twelve  trout,  71b.  12oz.  ;  hfaviest 
trout,  Mr.  D.  Fenton,  lib.  13Joz.  Mr.  T.  Mtnzies,  of 
Edinburgh  Cockbnrn  Club,  thirteen  trout,  91b.  2oz  • 
heaviest  trout,  Mr.  D.  Fisher,  lib.  12Joz.  The  most 
successful  of  private  anglers  out  were :  Mr,  Cargey  and 
Mr.  Macgregor,  Edinburgh,  forty  trout,  231b. ;  Mr.  Lewis 
Spence  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Bowhill,  Edinburgh,  twenty-seven 
trout.  161b.  12oz.  Master  Ted  Eley,  Shirend,  creeled  in 
two  days  thirty-nine  trout,  311b.  8jz.  His  largest  trout 
iras  caught  with  minnow,  and  was  a  badly-condidoned  fish 
of  31b.  3oz.  Mr.  Annandale  and  Provost  Black,  Tayport, 
twenty  trout,  141b.,  and,  in  four  hours  the  pre- 
vious evening,  nineteen  trout,  141b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
Brown,  Duddingston,  fifteen  trout,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Young, 
Aberdour,  nine  trout,  101b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Hardie  and 
Mr.  Galloway,  Edinburgh,  twenty  -  two  trout,  141b. ; 
Mr.  Sloan,  Glasgow,  captured,  in  two  dajs,  forty- nine 
trout,  381b. ;  Mr.  Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan,  fifteen  trout, 
141b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Dick,  Dunfermline,  twenty  trout, 
121b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Menzies,  Saltcoats,  twenty-four  trout, 
171b.  ;  Mr.  E.  P.  Wilson,  Markinoh,  twenty  trout, 
131b.  8oz  ;  Mr.  Kelaall,  Crieff,  twenty  trout,  171b.  Sir 
Berkley  Milne  creeled  in  a  few  hours  in  the  afternoon 
twelve  trout,  81b.  8oz.  Mr.  Haig,  Blairhill,  twenty-two 
trout,  lolb.  Dr.  Irvin,  Exeter,  who  has  been  fishing  here 
during  the  past  week,  has  had  excellent  sport,  his  citches 
ranging  from  fifteen  to  thirty-four  trout  daily  ;  the  latter 
capture  weighed  261b.  Mr.  J.  B.  Wilson,  Worcestershire, 
had  also  fair  catches.  Mr.  Jackson,  Lancashire,  in  two 
days  captu-ed  twenty-five  trout.  Owing  to  the  number  of 
boats  cut  with  anglers  last  month  being  less  than  last  year, 
the  tak(8  in  April  show  a  decrease  when  compared  with 
last  year,  though  the  fishing  has  been  as  good,  and  the 
trout  captured  have  been  of  better  average  size.  Last 
month  there  were  creeled  a  total  of  1211  tiout  of 
9r.5lb.  4oz.  compared  with  1.534  of  11121b.  last  year.  The 
weight  of  the  spring  fieh  taken  this  year  is  slightly  above 
the  average  of  the  previous  five  years.— Egbert  B. 
Laing. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).-On  April  15,  Mr.  J.  Dymond 
landed  a  salmon  141b.— H.  J.  Maisey. 
Nayer  (Bettyhill,  via  Thai  so,  N.B.).  —  The 

following  has  been  the  sport  since  last  reported.  On 
April  20  (which  was  a  very  ttormy  day).  Col.  Fryer, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  had  one  salmon  on  beat  No.  6 ;  Mr! 
Griffiths,  Syre  Lodge,  one,  on  No.  1 ;  and  Mr.  Campbell* 
Dalvina  Lodge,  one,  on  No.  3.  On  21st,  Mr.  Griffiths 
landtd  five  salmon  on  beat  No.  2  ;  and  a  local  angler,  on 
Skelpick  Lodge  rod,  one,  on  No.  4.  On  23rd,  Col.  Fryer 
bad  three  salmon  on  beat  No.  1 ;  Mr.  Campbell,  two,  on 
^o.  2;  Mr.  Griffiths,  two,  on  No.  3  ;  Mr.  E.  G.Gill, 
three,  on  No.  4  ;  and  a  local  angler,  one,  on  No.  0.  On 
24th,  Mr.  Campbell  landed  five  salmon  on  No.  3  ;  and  a 
local  angler,  three,  on  No.  2.  On  25th,  Col.  Fryer  caught 
one  salmon  on  No.  3;  Mr.  Griffiths,  one,  on  No.  5-  and 
Mr.  Gill,  one,  on  No.  6.  On  26th  (on  which  there  was  a 
gale  of  wind  with  rain  all  day),  Mr.  Gill  landed  four 
salmon  on  beat  No.  1 ;  and  a  local  angler,  one,  on  No.  2. 
VMy  cold  and  unseasonable  weather  now  prevails.— B. 

North-Bass  of  Scotland.— Owing  to  the  continued 
unsettltd  state  of  the  rivers  from  melting  snows,  the 
amount  of  sport  has  been  somewhat  disappointing.  The 
presence  of  a  favouring  wind  and  the  clearing  out  of  the 
<  1 1  aocumulatione  are  the  only  two  conditions  which  will 
improve  matters,  la  the  Braemar  section  salmon  are 
scarce,  the  bf  st  take  to  oae  rod  in  a  day  being  two  fish  of 
131b.  and  8ib.  On  the  Invercauld  pii  ate  water  four  fish 
were  got  by  Mr.  Gregor's  guests.  A  good  few  fish  are 
being  got  :n  the  Ballater  district,  and  several  times  during 
April  HI  and  seven  fish  have  b:en  got  to  one  rod  per  day. 
from  Mr.  Proctor's  Invercauld  Arms  Hotel  Mr.  Bristow 
had  one  81b.,  one  7Jlb.,  r  ue  8,b.,  four  of  61b.,  6ilb.,  7ilb. 
and  'Jjlb.,  and  four  of  OJlb.,  7ib  ,  8!b.,  and  8ib.  during 
patt  week;  while  Mr.  Millar  had  two,  of  71b.  and  lUb  • 
Mr.  Birker,  one.  14Jlb, ;  and  Mr.  Wolston,  one,  71b! 
On  the  Cambrs  O'May  waterp.  Col.  Eadis  and  party  had 
one  or  two,  but  on  this  and  the  Glentana  reaches  eport 
hai  been  very  meagre  indeed;  in  fact,  the  season  has 
been  a  blank  all  through,  comparatively  speaking,  the 
waters  being  either  frozen  in  the  early  months  or  too  big, 
Ba  they  are  at  present.  On  the  Aboyne  reaches  fair  sport 
prevaile.    Professor  Oa«h  landed  five  fish  last  week 


ranging  from  61b.  to  81b. ;  Mr.  Bulloueh,  one  of  81b. ;  and 
Mr.  Bryant,  one  of  81b.  On  the  Kinneskie  and  Inch- 
marlo  sections,  Dawson,  keeper,  had  four  on  Thursday  of 
61b.,  6Jlb.,  81b.,  121b.,  and  one  or  two  almost  every  day 
out.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  reaches  better  sport 
would  assuredly  be  had  with  steadier  waters.  Fish  are 
plentiful.  Trouting  on  the  Don  has  been  prosecuted  with 
much  success,  and  the  prospects  for  May  are  of  the  brightest. 
Baskets  of  well-conditioned  yellow  trout  have  been  made 
running  up  to  20ib.  (and  one  angler  had  the  top  basket  of 
271b.)  from  the  lower  reaches  right  up  to  Alford,  a  distance 
of  forty  miles  or  so.  The  heaviest  trout  yet  reported 
scaled  51b.,  but  such  weights  are  quite  exoeptional.  Most 
of  the  best  sport  has  been  to  the  worm.  The  Ythan  at 
Newburgh,  is  now  closed  for  a  month  on  account  of  the 
descent  of  ealmon  emolt.  On  the  Ellon  Castle  waters 
however,  brisk  sport  continues  to  be  got  daily  by  anglers' 
both  local  and  from  Aberdeen.  Last  week,  Mr.  Euther- 
ford  had  a  fine  grilse  of  71b.  weight,  while  Mr.  Grieve  had 
a  basket  of  lOlb.  of  finncck  and  brown  trout.  Messrs. 
Milne  and  Davidson,  Aberdeen,  were  also  highly  succeBS- 
f  ul.  Good  sport  continues  to  be  got  on  the  Ugie,  and  some 
excellent  baskets  of  finnock  have  been  secured.  Bait 
(worm)  was  the  more  successful  lure  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  week,  but  now  that  the  river  is  clearing  the  fly  is 
being  freely  used.  Mr.  Wm.  Ingram,  Bront('  Cottage 
creeled  a_ basket  of  91b.,  while  Mr.  Penny,  Glasgow  had 
one  similar,  and  Messrs.  Finch,  Straohan,  Pate'rson 
Hunter,  Pyper,  have  been  equally  successful.  Mr.  Finch 
has  creeled  three  salmon,  and  Mr.  Strachan  one,  ranging 
from  61b.  to  81b. ,  since  the  finnock  season  set  in.'  A  good 
few  sea  trout  have  alfo  been  got. — G.  M. 

Oykell  aid  Eiuig'  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lair? 
N.B.).— On  23rd  ult„  Mr.  Moore,  of  Cookstown,  co! 
Tyrone,  fishing  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  land'ed  a 
9Jlb.  salmon  on  Langwell  Pool,  and  one  of  10|lb.  on  Long 
Pool.  On  same  date,  Mr.  Donald  Mackay,  from 
Lonbcroy,  fishing  on  hotel  rod,  had  a  91b.  salmon  and 
another  of  101b.  on  the  Einig  Fall  Pool.  On  24th'  Mr. 
Moore  landed  a  10-pounder  on  Junction  Pool ;  and  on 
25th,  ore  of  10 Jib.  on  Eock  Pool.  On  27tb,  M'r.  Moore 
caught  a  10-pounder  on  Langwell  Pool,  one  of  '91b  on 
Long  Pool,  and  one  of  61b.  on  Eock  Pool.  Weather  very 
wintry  and  most  adverso  to  angling, — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— On  Monday,  last  week 
Mrs.  Farrer,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  salmon' 
weighing  111b..  on  Blackstone  Pool,  and  Miss  Evans  aii 
8-pounder  on  Clarag.  On  Tuesday,  Mrs.  Farrer  caught  a 
salmon  of  81b.  on  Cruives  Pool ;  Mr.  Evans  and  Mr. 
Johnson,  one  salmon  each  of  91b.  on  Smith  Pool.  Oii 
Wednesday,  Mrs.  Farrer  landed  the  heaviest  fish  of  the 
season,  39ib,,  on  Little  Clarag.  On  Thursday,  the  same 
lady  grassed  a  10-pounder  on  Cruives.  On  Friday,  Mr. 
JohnEon  landed  a  101b.  salmon  on  Fir  Dam-  and  Miss 
Evans,  one  of  91b.  on  Blackstone  Pool.  On'  Saturday 
Mrs.  Farrer  had  a  151b.  salmon  on  Fir  Dam,  besides  one 
of  91b.  on  Cruives ;  and  Mr.  Johnson,  on  same  date 
landed  a  191b.  salmon  on  Little  Clarag. — B.  ' 

South  of  Scatland.— Some  rain  fell  on  Friday 
morning,  but  none  of  the  rivers  showed  any  rise  in  the 
water.  With  the  low  condition  of  the  streams,  and  the 
clear  state  of  the  water,  the  sport  has  been  of  a  dis- 
appointing nature,  though  a  few  good  trout  have  bsen 
caught  here  and  there.  All  the  district  rivers  would  be 
the  better  for  a  spate,  and  this  would  cause  more  sea  trout 
to  ascend  from  the  Solway,  The  sudden  change  to  colder 
weather  this  week  has  had  an  effect  on  the  sea  trout 
migration  in  the  firth  nets.  Not  so  many  are  being  caught 
in  the  stake  nets  this  week.  A  spell  of  fine  and  warm 
weather  will,  it  is  expected,  bring  on  a  big  run.  In  the 
Annan,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Eobart  Thomson  killed  a  sea 
trout  of  1  Jib.  with  fly  in  the  lower  waters.  This  is  the 
first  sea  trout  taken  in  this  part  of  the  river  for  the  season. 
In  a  private  section  on  Friday  two  local  anglers  had  fair 
sport  among  yellow  trout  with  fly.  One  had  eleven  and 
the  other  six  or  seven.  They  landed  several  large  skeelies. 
The  best  taking  flies  were  Per iridge,  Spider,  Hare's  Bar' 
and  WoodoDck,  and  the  Light  and  Dark  Snipe.  In  the 
Nith  and  its  tributaries  the  angling  has  been  of  little 
account.  A  few  rods  were  out  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale 
portion  on  Saturday,  and  several  fair-s'zed  trout  were 
taken.  _  The  streams  around  Sanquhar  are  pretty  low  and 
very  little  sport  is  being  had  just  now.  All'  the 
Galloway  waters  are  out  of  order,  except  for  very 
small  fly  and  fine  tackle.  The  catches  on  the  Dalbeattie 
Urr,  the  Kirkcndbrightthire  Dee,  the  Gatehouse  Fleet 
and  the  Creetown  Cree  are  unimportant.  Moderate  sport 
was  had  last  week-end  in  the  Ayrshire  part  of  the  district. 
The  St.  Mungo  Angling  Club  held  their  first  competi- 
tion of  the  season  on  Loch  Doon  of  Dalmellington,  when 
they  made  the  Egliogton  Hotel,  of  the  village,  their  head- 
quarters  for  the  day.  Nine  members  fished,  and  the  total 
catch  was  sixty-four  yellow  trout,  weighing  181b.  15oz. 
The  Lugar  has  lately  given  fair  baskets.  Mr,  W.  Nesbit 
caught  61b.  12oz.  of  trout  on  Saturday.  Mr.  Connel 
Park  bad  a  basket  of  61b.  lOoz. ;  and  among  other  snccsfs- 
ful  rods  were  Mr.  W.  Palmer  and  Mr.  J.  Lochead.  The 
latter  angler  killed  a  trout  of  IJlb.  In  the  Bridge  of 
Weir  district  some  fair  catches  were  made  on  Saturday. 
Mr.  Thomas  Crawford  had  51b.  of  trout,  and  several  other 
rods  did  fairly  well,  although  the  streams  were  very  low 
and  clear.  Mr.  A.  Millar  took  a  grayling  of  8oz.  A  flood 
is  most  desired  in  the  Ayrshire  part  of  the  country  to 
improve  the  sport.  Not  much  is  being  done  in  the  Cocker- 
mouth  Derwent.  The  Eod  Fishers'  Association  had  a 
deputation  before  the  West  Cumberland  Fishery  Board 
last  week  urging  the  board  to  take  stops  to  stop  the  river 
pollution,  as  also  to  obtain  control  of  the  netting  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Ehen.  The  board  entirely  agreed 
with  the  views  set  forth  by  the  anglers.  The  Eod  Fishing 
Association  have  promise<l  pecuniary  support  to  the 
Fishery  Board.  A  number  of  good  trout  are  being  caught 
in  the  lakes,  and  it  is  expected  a  further  improvement 


will  take    place  with  a  spall    of    warm  weather.— 
Heatheebell. 

Bpey  (Morayshire).— Anotherratherpoorweekhasto 
be  recorded,  but  as  the  state  of  the  water  is  improving, 
better  results  are  anticipated.  During  the  past  month 
the  fishing,  both  in  the  sea  and  river,  has  been  most 
unsatisfactory,  the  latter  being  too  much  flooded  with 
snow  water  from  the  hills  in  the  upper  districts.  How- 
ever the  quality  of  the  salmon  was  excellent,  the  average 
fish  scaling  from  121b.  to  141b.,  and  as  high  as  271b. 
Opinion  is  general  that  angling  will  improve  with  the 
current  month,  as  fish  are  fairly  plentiful  in  the  middle 
sections,  although  scarce  in  the  lower  reaches.  Last 
week,  on  the  Carron  water,  Mr.  Grant,  of  Elchies,  ha 
a  salmon  of  81b.  ;  and  on  the  Knookando  water,  Mr.  Job 
Shand,  keeper,  two,  of  81b.  and  91b. ;  Mr.  L.  ' 
Mackenzie,  Dallmanie,  one  of  OJlb. ;  and  Mr.  Grant,  >^ 
Elchies,  one  of  71b.,  both  of  the  latter  from  the  Carr<3 
water.  Few  kelts  are  to  be  seen,  and  smolts  are  not  ye 
going  seawards  in  any  number.  No  diseased  fish  have  be 
seen  for  some  time.  Only  a  few  sea  trout  have  been  i,-., 
yet,  but  finnock  are  expected  to  afford  good  sport  th^ 
month,  as  river  trout  are  affording  fair  sport  even  unde 
present  conditions.— J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.-  _ 
The  variations  of  weather  we  have  had  in  the  BordeM 
district  since  my  last  report  has  been  something  cruel  to- 
the  angler— north-east  winds,  rain,  and  on  several  occa- 
sions showers  of  hailstones.  Talk  about  April  showerj 
and  sunshine,  well,  we  have  not  as  yet  seen  them  thia 
season.  Perhaps  they  will  come  later  on,  and  then  the 
disciple  of  old  Izaak  will  be  cheerful.  On  the  Teviot  a  few 
small  baskets  have  been  got  by  Mr.  J.  Eobertson,  31b  ■ 
Mr.  Jas.  Bruce,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Mercer,  51b.  On  Eden, 
the  same  angler,  on  Tuesday,  had  81b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Arm- 
strong, OJlb,,  all  caught  with  worm.  On  the  Tweed  not 
much  has  been  done.  Mr.  E.  G.  Bond  had  a  nice  dish  of 
51b.,  and  a  sea  trout  of  SJlb.  Mr.  Hardy,  commission 
agent,  had  61b.,  and  lost  a  rather  large  common  yellow 
trout  after  a  run  of  ten  minutes.  Mr.  Wm.  Barff,  Kelso, 
on  the  Teviot,  has  had  during  the  week  three  baskets,  of 
2Jlb.,  41b.,  and  SJlb.,  of  trout,  all  got  with  fly.  What  we 
want,  however,  to  make  fly  fishing  a  success  (if  baskets  are 
to  be  got  at  all)  is  nice  warm  weather,  so  that  the  flies  will 
come  on  to  the  water  and  give  us  a  "  rise."  Of  course, 
there  have  been  many  small  takes  of  about  21b.,  but  on 
the  whole  trout  fishing  is  bad,  owing  to  the  vioissitudea  of 
the  weather.  This  weather  does  not  much  interfere  with 
the  salrnon  fishing  either  with  rod  or  net,  auJ  some  fair 
takes  with  tha  rod  and  line  on  the  Tweed  have  to  be 
reported  since  my  last  notes.  On  the  Floors  Castle 
lower  water,  on  Tuesday  of  last  week.  Miss  Mary 
Wright  caught  her  first  fish  on  the  Tweed,  a  splendid 
91b.  spring  salmon.  On  the  Eutherford  water  Mr. 
Copperthwaite  and  his  fiiends  have  had  good  sport  on  the 
salmon  and  trout  catts  at  Rutherford.  On  Wednesday,  at 
the  Willow  Tree  oast,  on  the  Ednam  House  water,  Mr. 
Jaines  Tait  killed  a  nice  81b.  salmon,  and  lost  two  othera. 
which  both  were  epring  salmon,  but  coming  "short" 
could  not  be  properly  hooked.  On  Lower  Floors  water 
lately  a  gentleman  had  a  91b,  bull  trout,  and  a  good  basket 
of  other  mixed  trout  and  grayling — all  got  with  minnow. 
On  the  Kale  Mr.  R_,  B.  Moscrip,  London,  has  had  baskets 
three  dozan  and  nine,  one  dozen,  and  on  Monday  he  had 
twenty  very  fine  trout — all  got  in  the  same  stream— the 
former  two  baskets  with  worm,  and  the  latter  with  fly. 
Other  baskets  of  from  21b.  to  41b.  have  been  killed  cn 
Tweed  and  Teviot  and  other  Border  streams,  but  the 
above  takes  are  the  best  got.  The  Kelso  Angling  Society's 
spring  competition  takes  place  on  Monday  first,  but  to 
ensure  big  baskets  a  flood  would  have  been  necessary,  as 
the  riveis  are  now  at  a  very  low  ebb  indeed— clear  as  glass, 
but  clean  in  their  beds.— Maxvvheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballina  (Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters).— Water  in 
good  order  since  last  report,  with  south  winds.  There  have 
been  some  fish  taken  on  the  lough  with  the  fly,  Mr. 
Scroop  got  a  fine  fish  of  141b.  on  Sunday,  and  rose  three 
more  in  a  short  time  on  the  fly,  and  there  has  been  some 
nice  baskets  of  trout  got. — John  Devers. 

Bann  (Eilrea). — The  weather  has  continued  dry  for 
the  past  week,  with  only  a  few  occasional  showers.  This 
has  bi  ought  the  river  into  beautiful  angling  order,  and 
trout  are  rising  freely  to  the  sedges,  a  few  of  which 
are  now  on  the  water.  There  ig  now  just  enough  water 
on  the  shallows  for  the  trout  to  remain,  as  they  will  fall 
into  the  deep  reach  below  so  soon  as  the  river  falls  12in. 
more.  The  cream  of  the  trouting  will  be  obtained  here 
this  season  in  the  early  part  of  May.  No  lOoglish  visitora 
have  yet  arrived,  and  few  rods  are  on  the  river.  On  28ch 
ult.  a  Belfast  angler  took  eighteen  brown  trout  scaling 
281b.  among  the  eel  weira.  There  are  few  local  anglers 
fishing  from  the  banks,  as  the  majority  have  refused  toj 
take  permits  which  cost  Is.  each.  These  permits  give  thel 
holder  permission  to  fish  from  the  banks  for  brown  trout 
and  all  other  scaled  fish,  culy  salmon  for  Ihfl 
season,  and  also  to  wade  on  the  shallows  after  sunset 
Before  the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery  Company  got^ 
possession  of  the  river  the  right  to  fish  from  the  bank  and 
wade  on  the  shallows  of  this  navigable  river  was  enjoyed, 
without  permission  and  free  of  charge  for  over  150  yearu 
For  the  present  English  anglers  can  obtain  permie8ion  w 
fieh  from  a  boat  on  the  Kilrea  section  for  trjut  and  salmoQ 
for  2 Is.  per  week.  This  reach  is  three  and  a  half  mile- 
long,  and  gives  more  brown  trout  than  any  of  the  othM 
sections.  As  all  ths  salmon  of  the  tributaries  and  higher! 
reaches  must  pass  through  this  section  of  the  water  below,! 
they  often  rest,  and  good  sport  is  obtained. — Daniel 
O'Fee. 

Belfast.— Trouting  has  improved  considerably  on  the 
water  commissioner's  dam,  some  respectable  baaketa 
having  been  made  in  the  paat  few  days.    Amongst  thoae 
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oat  were  Mr.  S.  R.  Agnew,  who  had  eleven  fish,  141b.  ; 
Mr.  Lochead,  twelve  trout ;  Mr.  James  Murray,  Beventeen 
trout;  Mr.  Fratk  Scully,  nine;  whilst  Mr,  S.  T.  Taylor, 
Mr.  Ed.  Hunter,  and  Mr.  T.  Smith  had  some  fisb.  The 
Clady  13  low  and  clear,  also  the  Sixmile.  The  Lagan  has  run 
down,  and  not  much  was  done  on  it  or  the  Qaoile  lately. 

Bosdrowes  (oo.  Donegral).— The  water  in  this  river 
got  rather  low  during  the  pist  week,  and  although  the 
Tarioas  pools  on  tho  river  are  well  stocked  with  salmou, 
little  sport  will  be  had  until  we  get  some  rain,  as  the  fish 
have  become  salky,  and  want  a  fresh  to  make  them  move. 
Run  la?  been  falling  at  time  of  writiog,  and  looks  like 
rDDtinuing. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Cork  Kivers, — The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  not 
been  quite  the  thing  for  successful  angling,  and  spDrt  has 
fallen  off  in  oonsequenoa.  At  time  of  writing,  however, 
a  favourable  change  in  the  weather  has  set  in,  and  the 
prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  much  better.  Peal 
should  shortly  be  coming  up  in  the  earlier  waters.  Brovin 
trout  on  many  days  have  given  pretty  good  sport  on  those 
waters  where  brown  trout  anglers  have  been  out. — T.  J.  D. 

Corxib  (Galway).— The  river  has  fined  down,  and 
as  plenty  of  salmon  got  up  in  the  late  spate,  fithing  should 
Btill  further  improve.  Peal  are  in  the  lower  reaches. 
Since  last  notes.  Col.  Parker,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Upcher 
had  Eeveral  fish  each.  The  peal  have  commenced  to  ran 
rather  earlier  than  usual  this  season. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Biivers.— The  Blackwater  and  Ballin- 
derry  are  running  down.  Sines  last  notes  angling  has 
improved  on  the  Ballinderry.  The  black  fly  fishing 
season  will  soon  be  in.    The  weather  keeps  chUly. 

Urue  (Ballyshaunou  and  Belleek).— Some  fine 
tronting  was  had  on  the  Erne  daring  the  past  week.  The 
river  is  now  in  fine  fishing  order,  and  salmon  anglers  will 
begin  to  try  their  luck  in  the  course  of  the  next  ten  diys. 

Iiee  (CO.  Cork). — The  river  still  continues  low,  almost 
too  low  for  successful  angling.  During  the  week  the 
followicg  fish  have  been  landed.  On  Ashton  and  Warrens- 
court,  Mr.  J.  A.  Jameson,  91b.,  10!b.,  23lb.  On  Nettle- 
ville,  Col.  Broderick,  81b.,  lUb.  On  Ojk  Grove,  Mr. 
F.  M.  Leader,  101b.  On  Carhue,  Mr.  G.  M.  levers, 
71b.,  81b.,  9Jlb.,  101b.,  111b.,  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Stanley, 
81b.,  91b.  On  Leehans  and  Farran,  Mr.  Simuel  Haynes, 
81b.,  91b.,  111b.,  and  Mr.  John  Ballen,  81b.,  91b.  On 
Fargas,  Mr.  Heniy  Austen,  B.L.,  81b.,12lb.  OnCronody, 
Mr.  Woods,  8Ib.  91b.  At  the  Water-works,  Mr.  J. 
O'Donnell,  81b.,  91b.,  lllb.,  and  Mr.  Michael  Murphy, 

101b.,  81b.— W.  HAYNE.S  AND  SoN. 

Ik>agh  Conn  (Clogfaans  Hotel),— Mr.  Mossop,  in 
six  days,  got  thirty-six  troat,  two  salmon  (weight,  lllb, 
and  121b.),  four  jick  (largest  121b.).  Dr.  Cirpenter,  in 
three  days,  got  thirty  trout  averaging  lib. ;  two  salmon, 
on  the  one  day,  scilinj  9Jlb.  and  131b. ;  aho  five  jack, 
weighing  61b.,  8ib.,  71b.,  51b.,  and  131b.  Prospects  of 
fiebing  sfcod.    Wind  south-west. — Tom  Clarke. 

Irijngh  Conn  (Qortnorabbey  Hotel).— Fisbinit  on 
the  lake  has  not  been  at  all  good  for  the  pist  week  owing 
to  N.E.  winds.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Denbigh 
(Lord-in- Waiting  to  the  Queen),  the  Countess  of  Denbigh, 
the  Vifcount  Fielding,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fielding,  hive  had 
most  unsatisfactory  sport  for  the  past  few  days.  The  only 
salmon  that  I  have  heard  of  being  killed  was  one  by  Mr. 
Scroope  weighing  121b.,  and  one  by  Mr.  Guuley  weighing 
9Jlb.  As  I  write  this  looks  a  favourable  day  for  fishing, 
as  the  wind  has  changed  to  the  S.W. — Manager. 

Longh  Currane  (Waterville.  co.  Kerry),— Sport 
eontiaues  fair  with  salmon.  Maj-rr  Cresswell,  three, 
averaging  101b  ;  Mr.  Mason,  two,  10 ib.  and  'Jib. ;  Miss 
Green,  one,  101b. ;  Sir  Chapman  and  Mr.  Thompson,  one 
each.  Brown  trout  fishing  is  now  good,  but  only  a  few 
anglers  have  teen  out  specially  after  those  fish — T.  J.  D. 

XK>ngh.  Melvin.— Sport  on  this  like  was  splendid 
again  during  the  past  week.  The  following  anglers  landed 
nine  fresh  run  salmon:  Messrs.  Lester,  Jackson,  Hughes, 
Rodgers,  Johnson,  and  Mr,  C.  Welsh,  from  April  26  to 
Mayl,  161b.,  101b.,  121b.,  lllb.,  9Ib.,  121b  ,  8Jlb..  91b., 
91b  ;  and  Mr.  Ridgers  also  took  a  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of 
51b.,  on  April  .30;  and  Mr.  T.  Malhern  took  another,  a 
beauty  of  6^ib.,  on  April  28.  Trouting  with  the  fly  could 
not  have  been  better  than  it  was  during  the  past  week,  and 
numerous  baskets  of  fine  gillaroo  trout  and  brown  trout 
were  taken.  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Jones  took  a  splendid  basket 
of  gillaroo  weighing  1.51b.  on  April  28  ;  and  Messrs.  Woods, 
Hajden,  Todd,  and  C.  Morgan,  &c.,  took  several  baskets 
of  gillaroo  and  brown  trout  during  the  past  week  con- 
taining from  thirteen  to  thirty-one  fish,  all  of  a  fair 
average  size,  bat  the  bast  basket  cf  the  week  was  taken 
on  May  1  by  Messrs.  Hayden  and  A.  J.  Woods,  con- 
taining over  sixty  trout.  Both  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
continues  at  its  best  cn  this  fine  lake  at  present. — M. 
BooAN  AND  Sons. 

Hoy,  ZiongliB  Conn  and  Callen  (Ballina,  co. 
Kayo). — River  and  loaghs  in  good  order.  Mr.  Slater, 
three  salmcn,  91b.,  lllb.,  12ilb.;  Mr.  H.  Scroop,  one 
salmon,  14;b. ;  Mr.  C.  Mallick,  two  salmon,  lllb.,  131b. ; 
Mr.  W.  Horsefall,  two  salmon,  91b.,  131b.  Ben  Harris 
lost  a  very  large  fish  in  the  Ash  Trae  Pool  after  twenty 
minutes'  play.  A  few  gtilee  have  made  their  appearance. 
Tront  anglers  on  the  loughs  are  doing  fair.  Lord  Denbigh 
and  Capt.  Coeliran,  K.\  ,  had  a  few  good  fish,  largest 
51b.  Mr.  Spait  ani  friend  nad  aome  good  sport  on  Lough 
Talt,  beat  day  Ctty-tight,  largest  2ib.  All  the  above 
palmon  have  been  taken  on  my  new  fly,  namely.  General 
French. — Pat  Heaene.s. 

Shannon  and  ZK>agli  Derg  (Killaloe).— Major 
Traheme's  preserves  here  have  yielded  some  tine  spiing 
salmon  this  week.  On  April  22  his  fishermen,  P.  Ryan 
acd  W.  Fogarty,  killed  twofiah,  261b.  and  91b. ;  27th,  Mr. 
Anthony  Parker,  Bally  Valley  House,  Killaloe,  landed, 
on  the  Major's  water,  a  very  bright  fiah  of  231b. ;  30th, 
the  eame  gentleman,  on  aame  water,  got  one  271b.  ;  May 
1,  P.  Ryan  and  W.  ^'ogarty,  the  Major's  fishermen,  had 
one  271b. ;  April  28,  fishing  the  lower  beata  on  aame  water, 


secured  two  very  fine  fish,  291b.  and  231b. ;  29th,  same 
rods,  same  water,  got  two,  2  lib.  and  151b.  The  weather 
has  become  very  mild,  owing  to  rainfall,  and  as  the  wind 
is  sou'-west  to-day  fishing  prospscta  could  not  poasibly  be 
batter,  eapecialiy  as  fish  are  about  in  goodly  numbers. 
Major  Traherne  has  returned  from  England  for  the 
salmon,  grilse,  and  iront  fishing  during  May  and  June. — 
S.  J.  Hi  IILEY. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell), — The  weather  continues 
very  mild,  and  reports  speak  of  a  large  number  of  salmon 
being  seen.  On  Doonaes,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed, 
26th,  one  salmon,  201b.  ;  23th,  one  salmon,  131b.  ;  May  1, 
one  salmon,  14Jlb.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  W.  II.  Cripps 
killed,  20th,  one  aalmon,  121b.  On  Woodlanda,  Sir  H.  B. 
Meredyth  kil'ed,  26th,  one  salmon,  201b.  On  the  aame 
fishery,  Mr.  W.  Piars  Jones  killed,  30t.h,  one  salmon,  261b. 
On  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham's  Castle  fishery,  Maj  ir  Whitaker 
(K.O.  Yorks.  Light  Infantry)  killed.  25th,  two  salmon, 
121b,  and  161b. ;  29th,  one  salmon,  261b.  On  the  same 
water  Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham  killed.  May  1.  one  salmon,  lljlb. 
On  the  Landscape  water,  Mr.  G.  O'Grady  killed,  April 
28,  one  ealmon,  201b.— John  Enright  and  Son. 

XTppar  Lxkes  (Waterville,  co;  Kerry).— Spor:  is 
now  good  at  brown  trout.  On  one  day  last  week  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Scholefield  had  forty-two  trout  on  Clonaghlin  Lake. 
Sea  trout  do  not  come  into  these  waters  before  the  end  of 
June,  the  best  sport  baiog  had  daring  August,  September, 
and  that  part  of  October  open  for  angling. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Biivers  (IMEallingar).— 
As  to  sport  on  these  lakes  and  rivers  I  cannot  give  much 
personal  testimony,  having  only  had  one  day  since  the 
season  opened,  owing  to  press  of  otfioial  work.  The  day 
in  question  was  on  the  river  Dale,  a  tributary  of  the 
historic  Boyne,  when  I  accounted  for  fourteen  trout,  the 
two  best  beiag  21b.  and  1  Jib.  Several  fin3  trout  have  been 
taken  on  the  lakes,  ostensibly  with  natural  bait,  and  I 
have  heaid  of  phenomenal  fishing  having  been  had  on 
Lough  Lene,  which  is  nine  miles  from  Mullingar,  and 
noted  for  its  excellent  trout.  If  possible  I  will  give 
particulars  later  on,  but  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  reliable 
information.  We  are  now  on  the  eve  of  the  dapping 
season,  and  if  the  east  wind  only  keeps  in  the  background 
splendid  fishing  is  certain.  Last  week  the  troat  were 
lazily  rising  all  over  Belvidere  lake  at  the  Black  Gnat. — 
T.  J.  W. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Balliuskelligs. — Sport  continues  good  at  pollack,  and 
on  a  couple  of  days  fair  sport  was  bad  at  gurnard  and 
whiting.  Mackerel  are  now  numerous,  and  the  nets  are 
getting  hauls  of  these  fish.  Weather  calm,  but  cold  for 
the  season. — T.  J.  D. 

BaUycotfcsn. — Pollack  are  giving  fair  or  average 
sport,  but  nothing  worth  mentioning  has  been  done  among 
other  fish.  Matters  are  likely  to  show  much  improvement 
with  the  advent  of  summer,  as  all  fish  usually  taken  are 
tow  puahirg  close  inshore. — T.  J.  D. 

Fowey  (Carnwail). — Large  takes  of  small  bass  and 
whiting  pollack  are  being  made  in  the  harbour.  One 
angler  took  fifty  bass  (small)  and  fourteen  small  pollack 
on  Tuesday.  Weather  tine,  yachts  fitting  out,  and  hotels 
full  of  visitors. — H. 

Penzance. — Rod  anglers  have  had  but  little  sport 
daring  the  spiing  months.  A  few  days  ago,  however,  an 
angler  caught  two  whiting  pollack  and  a  salmon  peal  off 
the  Newlyn  Pier. — H. 

Fi^ mouth. — All  claeees  of  fishing  are  beginning  to 
look  up,  and  the  fishermen  both  in  boat  and  on  pier  are  doing 
well.  Some  fair  quantities  of  bass  have  tean  taken  off  the 
piers  at  Richmond  Walk,  Key  ham  Extfnsion,  and  Bull 
Point ;  for  the  latter  two  places,  of  courae,  leave  must  be 
obtained.  Whiffing  for  pollack  is  now  attracting  a  good 
deal  of  attention  ;  the  fish  are  inside  the  breakwater,  and 
showing  good  aport.  Some  of  the  boats  have  been  taking 
as  much  as  three  dozen,  running  from  lib.  to  31b.  in 
weight.  These  are  not  considered  large,  but  they  show 
good  sport  on  rods.  Some  of  our  fishermen  use  six  of 
these,  but  I  am  quite  content  myself,  if  I  am  single- 
handed  and  have  to  manage  the  boat  myself,  to  use  two — 
you  are  able  to  keep  the  lines  clear  and  not  bo  much  fear 
of  getting  tangled  up  as  you  would  if  you  had  several  fish 
en  at  a  time.  Mackerel  are  juat  now  very  plentiful ;  they 
are  not  taken  freely  by  railing  yet,  but  I  notice  they  are 
very  much  larger  this  year  than  they  were  last.  Some 
very  heavy  schools  have  been  taken  in  the  nets.  Should 
the  weather  keep  warm  we  shall  soon  have  them  inside, 
when  they  give  us  good  sport.  The  list  of  fish  in  season 
are  as  follows:  Sturgeon,  salmon,  peal,  tront,  dory,  Ecid, 
mackerel,  thornbick,  conger  eel,  bass,  sur  mullet,  launce, 
pollack,  hake,  atherine  (smelt),  wrasses,  turbot,  brill. — 
William  Heaedee,  B.S.A.8. 

Ramsgate  (West  Fier).— Eels,  flounders,  and  smelts 
are  being  oaujht. — W.  E.  Lakee. 


FoLLottiNf;  on  the  phenomenal  success  of  the  Pet 
Dog  Show  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  this  week,  the  London 
Fox  Te  rier  Club  will  hold  their  twelfth  annual  show 
there  on  Tueaday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  next,  when 
an  (x::ellent  exhibit  of  both  smooth  and  wire  haired 
terriers  will  be  benched.  The  club  intend  devoting  fifty 
per  cent,  of  their  net  profits  to  the  War  Fund.  All 
entertainments  w  11  proceed  as  usnal. 


Nrver  Dkspair  of  being  able  to  overcome  the  troubles  of  this 
world,  for  they  will  disappear  like  dew  before  the  sun  if  we  only 
look  them  tnuarely  in  the  face.  If  you  are  alBieted  with  any 
bodily  disease,  give  HoUoway's  Pills  and  Ointment  a  trial ;  they 
will  afford  speedy  relief,  and  in  time  effect  a  c  ure.  They  are  the 
best  known  remedies  for  all  complaints.  During  the  summer 
months  many  people  are  afflicted  with  bowel  and  liver  disorders, 
diarrhfna,  dysentery,  colic,  low  fevers,  <fec.  These  remedies  are 
uDei|ualled  in  such  cases,  and  should  therefore  be  the  Vaile  Aferum 
of  all  who  value  sound  health.  They  may  be  procured  from  all 
fhemists  and  medicine  vendors. 


Jingling  ^^i^^wrcs. 

May  7. 

Amicable  Waltonians :  Visit. 
Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
Clerkenwell  Visiting  List:  Visit. 
Hearts  of  Oak  :  Supper. 
West  Ham  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
May  8. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Annual  sapper. 
Covent  Garden  Piscatorials :  Annual  dinner. 
Golden  Barbel :  Annual  dinner  and  diatribation. 
Silver  Trout :  Annual  dinner. 
aXay  9. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 

(iresham  :  Paper  by  Rev.  Meyer. 

Uounsfield  Otters  :  Distribution  and  concert. 

North  London  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 

Original  Clerkenwell :  A.B  S.  concert. 

Royal  George  :  Annual  sapper. 

Walham  Green  :  Annual  dinner. 

Walton  and  Cotton  :  Annual  supper. 

Walworth  Waltonians  :  Annual  dinner. 
May  10. 

Allason  United  :  Annual  dinner._ 

Harcourt :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Peckham  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
May  11. 

Cobden  ;  Dinner  and  distribution. 
May  12. 

South  Bermondaey  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 


May  13. — St.  Alban's  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  13.— Sona  of  the  Sei :  Outing  to  Southend. 

,,  14.— Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Viait. 

„  14. — Dibdin  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  14. — Stepney:  Distribution. 

,,  15. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  15. — Brunswick  Brothers  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  15. — Elgin:  A.B. S.  concert. 

,,  15. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

,,  15. — Seymour  Brothers  :  Sapper. 

„  16.— B  S.A  S. :  Lecture  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Bates. 

,,  16. — Amicable  Waltoni ms  :  Distribution. 

,,  16. — Highbury  :  Annual  supper  and  distribution. 

,,  16. — Junior  Piscatorials  :  Smoking  concert. 

,,  16.— Ormonde  :  Suppsr  and  distribution. 

,,  16. — Stratford  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

„  17. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  17. — Wenlock :  Distribution  and  annual  general 
meeting. 

,,  20. — Stookwell :  Competition  at  Southend. 

„  21.— Camden  :"  Tobacco  Fund  "  concert. 

21.  — Clapham  Junction  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
,,  21. — Merry  Anglers :  Benefit  concart. 

,,  22. — Friendship  :  Distribution, 

„  22.— Gresham:  Paper  by  Rev.  E.  Meyer, 

,,  22. — Jubilee  :  Supper. 

22.  — Lincoln  :  Suppar  and  distribution. 
,,  22. — Stockwell :  Distribution. 

,,  23. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

23.  — Harlesden  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  23. — White  Hart :  Distribution  and  concert. 

24.  — Blenheim:  Dinner  and  distribution. 
,,  24. — Bloomabury  Brothers :  Sapper. 

„  24. — Sundial :  Suppar  and  distribution. 

,,  27. — Second  Surrey  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  27. — Dalston  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  27. — Original  Clerkenwell :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  27. — Walchamstow  Brothers:  Outing  to  Broxboume. 

,,  28. — Blackfriars  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

„  28. — Clissold  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  29. — Dalston  :  Distribution. 

,,  29. — Seymour  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribation. 

,,  29. — Waggoners  :  Distribution. 

,,  30. — Original  Alexandra  :  Distribution. 

,,  30. — Phoenix:  Annual  dinner. 


Efpotts  from  Clu&s 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Tnnrsday 
BvAning.  .Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
■Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  (Dlub 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association,  Ciipplegate  Institate,  Golden- 
lane,  E.C. — The  monthly  renting  and  preservation  com- 
mittee will  meet  on  Monday  evening  next.  May  7,  at  8.30. 
— R.  Ghueney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge, with  thanks,  £3  139.,  Edmonton  and  Tottenham; 
£1  lis.,  Iziak  Walton;  acd  Ss.  6d.,  Anchor  and  Hope 
(second  instalment),  from  their  donation  boxes ;  £1  is., 
Mr.  P.  Gean  (Preaa  Anglers'  Assroiation) ;  23.  Od.,  Mr, 
W.  W.  Thompson,  West  Ham  Brothers,  annual  sab- 
seriptions.  At  the  last  meeting  three  applications  were 
entertained  and  £16  voted.  Letters  of  sympathy  were 
pasFed  to  be  conveyed  to  the  families  of  the  late  Mr. 
G.  H.  Wood  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Field.  The  committee  meet 
on  Friday,  May  11,  at  8  30,  Sabscriptiots  are  now  due.— 
R,  Ghurnky. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Admiral  Blake, 
Ladbroke-grove,  W. — The  members  did  not  turn  up  laat 
Monday  as  requested,  but  no  doubt  they  will  do  so  next 
week.  The  annual  supper  has  not  been  fixed  yet.  Several 
new  membera  have  been  proposed,  and  others  have  been 
elected.  Will  all  members  try  to  be  present  next  Monday, 
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as  the  bneinees  is  very  important  ?  We  are  gradually 
adding  to  our  numbers,  and  by  the  comrnencement  of  next 
season  will  be  firmly  established. — H.  Langton, 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angllag  Society, 
Dnke  of  Sussex,  tJibridge-street,  Notting  HiU  Gate,  W.— 
We  ifsued  over  forty  dinrer  tickets  for  our  tenth 
"  annual "  for  May  10,  at  8  p.m.  tharp,  and  absentees  who 
cannot  be  there  at  that  time  will  be  their  own  fault.  We 
have  a  lot  of  business  and  a  tremendous  prize  list  of  past 
eeaeon  to  get  through,  and  also  a  select  concert  during  the 
evening.  All  promised  prizes  will  be  received  this  Satur- 
day and  up  to  May  9.  I  hope  all  donors  will  oblige. — 
Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brotheis'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-street,  Fiosbury. — We  had  a  good 
meeting  last  Wednesday.  Members  and  friends  please 
note  our  forty-sixth  annual  supper  takes  place  on  Tuesday, 
May  8.  Supper  on  table  8  30,  sharp  Our  annual  distri- 
bution of  prizes  on  Wednesday,  May  23. — G.  Haynes, 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkeawell. — 
We  have  a  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  on 
Monday,  May  7,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  good  meeting 
from  anglers  and  friends.  The  conceit  on  behalf  of  the 
A.B.S.  was  fairly  well  attended,  and  an  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent.  The  annual  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place 
on  Wednesday,  May  IC,  and  trust  all  members  will  be 
present  cn  that  occasion. — E.  R,  Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road,  S.B. — At  meeting  on  Wedneslay,  Mr. 
C.  Cannar  presided.  Members  heard  with  sincere  regret 
of  the  illness  of  our  president,  Mr.  Thomas  Cramplen. 
The  secretary  was  instructed  to  write  a  letter  of  sympathy, 
hoping  for  his  speedy  recovery.  The  news  came  as  a 
great  surprise,  seeing  that  he  attended  the  annual  dinner 
as  recently  as  April  26.  Several  matters  of  importance 
received  attention,  and  details  settled  concerning  distiibu- 
tion  of  prizes  fixed  for  Wednesday,  May  9.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  early. — W. 

Batteraea  Friondly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road.  S.W. —  Oar  annual  dinner  takes 
place  on  May  15,  also  distribution  of  prizes.  Members 
are  requested  to  send  in  their  names  who  intend  to  take 
part  io  the  dinner.  A  concert  will  follow.  Mr.  P. 
Thornton.  M.P.,  has  promised  to  attend. — A.  De.tonge. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  8.E. — Oar  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  takes  placa  on  Monday,  May  28,  when  our  old  and 
esteemed  brother  angler,  G.  H.  Shepherd,  of  Bermondsey 
A.S.,  has  kindly  consented,  if  able,  to  take  the  chair  for 
us,  which  I  sincerely  hope  he  will  be.  Shall  be  pleased  to 
see  any  brother  angler  on  this  occasion ;  also  ehall  be 
pleased  to  receive  any  prizes  offered. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  An)?ling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill. — We  shall  have  a  busy 
evening  on  May  24,  as,  in  addition  to  the  dinner,  we  are  to 
have  our  visit,  when  the  A.B  S.  box  will  be  opfnedby  Mr. 
J.  W.  Hai  ris.  I  hope  to  see  a  few  brother  anglers  up  to 
the  concert,  which  commenoeslat  nine  o'clock.  We  have  got 
some  first-class  talent;  and  Mr.  L.  Chaplais,  "Ben 
Jonscn,"  Shoe-lane,  will  be  chairman.  We  made  Mr.  J. 
Tomlinton  a  working  member,  so  we  are  slowly  hut 
steadily  inoreating  our  forces. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbnr^  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.— May  2  being  audit 
night,  the  balance-sheet  was  read  and  passed  as 
satisfactory.  Mr.  T.  Kenner  was  elected  a  honorary 
member.  On  May  24,  in  honour  of  Her  Majesty's 
eighty-first  birthday,  we  hold  cur  twenty-eighth  annual 
supper,  which,  of  course,  will  take  place  at  the  Windsor 
Castle,  on  which  occasion  the  chair  will  be  occupied  by 
Mr.  J.  Bosse,  faced  by  Mr.  R.  Lummes.  Will  members 
and  friends  who  have  promised  prizes  iindly  forward 
same  as  soon  as  possible,  and  oblige  ? — T.  Patebnostee. 

Bmns'wiok  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow. —  Our  dinner  and 
prize  distribution  will  be  held  on  May  1.",,  which  promises 
to  be  a  great  success.  A  letter  was  read  on  Tuesday 
evening  latt  from  Mr.  H.  Lane,  who  is  serving  with 
Kitchener's  Horse  in  South  Africa;  he  wishes  every 
member  snocess  during  the  earning  season,  and  regrets 
he  is  unable  to  be  with  us  again  for  some  time.  We  all 
■wish  him  luck  and  a  fafe  return. — F.  Randall. 

Cambridge  HeatU  Broth»X''>  itagung  Sodnty, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street.  Bichop's-road.  Cambridge 
Heath. — The  next  return  visit,  No.  1  Eastern  District, 
will  take  place  at  abave  society  on  May  14.  Regret  that 
our  members  were  too  la'e  to  ansiver  the  roll  call  at  the 
Brunswick  Brothers  on  May  I .  Our  annual  dinner  takes 
place  on  May  17,  when  Sir  M.  M.  ^hownagree,  M.l'., 
will  preside.  Shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  absent 
members,  and  a'so  receive  prizes  promised  for  last  season. 
Any  society  who  has  not  received  a  book  of  tickets,  benefit 
of  Charlie  Evans,  by  applying  can  have  same  at  once. 
Tickets ''d.  each. — P'  Loi  r. 

Camden  Angling  Society.  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — At  our 
annual  meeting  on  Wednesday  last  the  whole  of  the 
retiring  officers  were  re-elected.  A  concert  on  behalf  of 
the  "  F.O.  Tobacco  Fund  "  will  take  place  on  Monday, 
May  21.  We  bad  such  a  bosy  night  on  tbo  2nd  that  it  was 
found  necessary  to  adj  mrn  the  meeting  till  the  9ch,  when 
I  hope  to  see  a  big  muster. — K.  Maksiiali,. 

Carlton  Anfrliuir  Society  Ctrlr.on  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  I'iirk.  W. — Our  second  distribution  of  prizes 
and  smoker  on  Thursday,  April  20,  was  a  great  success. 
We  had  a  good  muster,  and  spent  a  very  enjoyable  even- 
ing. Mr.  M,  Bevan  (our  boi-t)  wan  in  the  chair,  and 
distribited  the  prizes  won  during  last  eeison  as  follows  : 
Messrs.  W  Fayers,  A.  HardcABtlo,  W.  Barrows,  W. 
Chapman.  It.  Pigmm,  A.  Pigrum,  F.  Staniford,  R. 
Ifacm,  F.  BreedoD,  and  II.  Fricker.  We  liad  a  good 
Dumber  of  prizes  given  for  next  season.   The  rest  ot  the 


evening  was  devoted  to  harmony,  when  some  capital  songs 
were  rendered  by  Messrs.  Reynolds,  H.  Jones,  R.  Hacon, 
H.  Weaver,  T.  Collins,  Chapman,  Inns,  Barker,  H. 
Newton,  and  Flight.  A  collection  was  taken  for  the 
A.B  S.,  and  resulted  in  the  sum  of  £2  Is.  being  collected, 
thanks  to  the  pift  of  203.  from  Mt.  G.  Portwine,  one  of 
our  members.  The  arrangements  were  admirably  carried 
out  by  Mr.  F.  Stanifoidand  H.  Fricker.  Tables  were 
decorated  by  Mrs.  Bevan,  our  host's  wife. — W.  B.  F. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling 
Clnbs. — The  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  will  take 
place  at  the  Bedford  Head,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden, 
on  Monday  next,  7th  inst.,  at  9  p  m. 

Cla^ham  Jnnoticn  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Olapham  Jonotion,  S.W.— 
Our  twenty-sixth  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  Monday, 
May  21,  at  eight  o'clock,  at  the  above  house.  Our  audit 
sheet  was  passed  as  read,  and  Mr.  A.  Bowater  expressed 
his  pleasure  at  finding  this  society  in  a  good  financial 
position. — G.  T.Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — A  special  meeting  was 
held  on  Tuesday  last,  when  it  was  decided  to  hold  an 
annual  dinner,  particulars  of  which  will  be  announced  nf  xb 
week.  We  also  made  two  new  members  (working).  Mr. 
Sheppard  was  appointed  weigher-in. — F.  Bishop. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  prize  fund  concert  in  connection  with  the 
above  was  fairly  attended.  Do  not  forget  the  return  visit 
on  Monday  evening  to  the  Amicable  Waltcnians  at  the 
St.  George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street.  A  good  enter- 
tiinment  will  be  provided. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — We  decided  at  our  last 
meeting  to  have  cur  prize  distribution  on  the  last  Monday 
in  May,  and  annual  supper.  Members  who  have  promised 
prizes  please  notice,  as  shall  be  glad  to  receive  them. 
Tickets  for  supper  may  be  obtained  of  me  or  of  our  worthy 
host.  Members  please  note  A.B.S.  tickets  should  be 
renewed. — T.  Faulknek. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Eensal-road,  W.  —  If 
members  will  call  at  the  above  society  on  Sunday  evening, 
May  6,  they  can  have  their  dinner  tickets  ;  and  I  shall  be 
there  to  receive  subscriptions  and  prizes,  and  I  hope 
members  will  try  and  clear  up  before  supper  night. — T. 

TWYMAN. 

Colllngwood  Angling  Society.  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfnars-road,  8.E.— Our  annual  dinner 
was  a  great  success.  We  have  arranged  to  have  a  concert 
in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  second  week  in  June.  Actual  night, 
&c.,  will  ba  reported  next  week. — F.  P.  Sorge. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson  Square,  Blackfriars-roid,  S.E. — Our  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  was  agreatsuocess.  Our  president,"  Straw 
Hat,"  presided,  followed  later  by  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse. 
Dinner  splendid.  Professor  Walter  Lombarto,  concertina 
soloist  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  gave  us  a  magnificent  half 
an  hour ;  Little  Zola  made  our  sides  ache ;  Mr.  Will  Albert 
sang  "  A  Good  Old  London  Town  Girl "  and  other  songs 
splendidly;  Mr.  Victor  Brockbank  sang  the  "  Sea  King " 
and  others  as  only  he  can  (he's  from  D'Oyley  Carte's 
Opera  Company) ;  Messrs.  B.  Elsey,  Will  Francis,  and  E. 
Monk  also  sang.  Prize  winners  were  Messrs.  Ball, 
Jarrett,  Stump,  Downes,  Elsey,  F.  Beams,  Boyd,  W. 
Poole,  C.  Poole,  and  E.  Clark.  Amongst  the  anglers 
present  were  Messrs.  J.  Deplidge,  Whiley.  G.  F.  Ford, 
Hatch,  Rosfer,  and  Montgomery. — Feank  P.  Sorge. 

Cosy  Angling  Sooieiy,  The  Rne  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — Our  benefit  concert  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  G.  Holman  was  fairly  attended,  and  an 
enjoyable  evening  spent.  The  following  contributed  to 
the  harmony  :  Messrs.  A.  Rake,  C.  Beattie,  R.  Sylvester, 
J.  Melody,  P.  Harman,  W.  Payne,  C.  Cole,  H.  Sheekey, 
A.  George,  G.  Britten,  J.  T.  White,  and  A.  Trill.  Mr. 
Holman  wishes  to  tendtr  his  sincere  thanks  to  all  who 
haVe  supported  him.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on 
Wednesday  next  to  arrange  prize  disti'ibution. — J.  White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C. — Our  annual  dinner  takes  place 
next  ITuesday,  May  8.— W.  Masset. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  May  1  there  was  a  very 
good  attendance,  when  it  was  d>>oided  that  the  acnual 
dinner  should  take  place  on  May  27,  and  the  distribution 
of  prizes  on  Tuf  sday.  May  29.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  the  8th  to  make  final  arrangements.  Members 
please  note  that  the  rules  applying  to  arrears  will  be 
strictly  enforced.— S.  Malhy. 

Bibdiu  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.  —  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next  to  make  final 
arrangements  re  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes, 
which  takes  place  on  Monday,  May  14. — E.  Coltman. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Mewton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — Our  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  May  >s.  We 
shall  be  pleased  to  welcome  any  brother  anglers  to  the 
concert  after  supper. — A.  W.  Bllins. 

Haroonrt  Angling  ^ooiacy,  Haroourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W. — As  this  is  the  last  report  before 
the  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  I  trust  the  members 
will  do  their  best  to  make  things  go  as  smoothly  as 
possible,  such  as  paying  in  their  prize  money  and  sub- 
scriptions, as,  time  being  short,  we  do  not  want  to  say  that 
a  certain  prize  huH  not  come  in,  and  I  trust  the  members 
will  Rive  us  no  diiliculty  in  this  matter. — A.  B.  Paynk. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Hnrlesden. — 'The  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  2.'},  at  8  p.m.— 
W.  N.  Dawks. 

Heart*  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Te  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Will  members  kindly 
answer  on  Monday,  May  7,  for  their  annual  supper  P 


Table  laid  8  30  sharp  ;  extension  of  time,  two  o'clock.  A. 
host  of  talent  has  promised  to  support  us  on  this  occasion, 
— H.  Bagshaw. 

EoUoway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — A  well-attended  meeting  was  held 
on  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  T.  Johnson  in  the  chair.  Mr. 
Mannings  was  elected  as  a  member  of  our  society.  Tarions 
matters  connected  with  the  past  season  were  considered, 
and  arrangements  made  for  the  annual  general  meeting 
and  dinner.  Full  particulars  will  be  reported  next  week.— 
A.  Clayton. 

Ecunsfield   Otters  Angling  Society,  Golden 

Lion,  Lower  Edmonton. — We  have  decided  to  hold  our 
prize  distribution  and  concert  on  Wednesday,  May  9, 
when  we  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  anglers  and  friends, 
who  are  sure  of  a  good  welcome.  Our  fish  acsount  for 
last  season  was  a  bad  one. — W.  Mogg.  | 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  EaglM 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E. — A  Bohemian  concert  anal 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  May  15. 
Tuesday  evening  next.  May  8,  general  meeting  night ;  roll 
call  at  nine  o'clock. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road.  —  On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  Ungar 
was  admitted  a  member  of  the  above.  Will  thcsj 
members  who  were  not  present  kiadly  show  up  on 
Tuesday  next,  as  the  meeting  was  adjourned,  as  we  did 
not  get  through  all  the  business  ?  The  auditors  gave 
their  report,  which  was  accepted. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.B.— Wednes- 
day, 9th  inst. ,  will  be  the  end  of  our  financial  year,  so  shall 
esteem  it  a  favour  if  all  members  in  arrears  will  attend 
and  clear  the  books.  Members  and  clubs  kindly  take 
notice  of  the  alteration  in  the  address  of  our  society,  the 
meetings  being  now  held  at  Mr.  A.  Caley's,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hacknej-road,  N.E. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington. — At  our  last  meeting  we  elected 
one  new  working  member.  Will  members  who  have 
promised  prizes  please  send  them  on  at  their  earliest  con- 
venience, as  we  should  like  them  in  as  early  as  possible 
before  the  supper,  which  takes  place  on  May  22  ? — G. 
Bence. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E. — We  hold  our  smoking  concert 
on  Tuesday,  May  15,  when  the  prizes  won  during  the 
season  will  be  presented.  All  anglers  are  cordially 
invited. — W.  Freeman. 

Limehouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Silver  Tavern, 
Burdett-road,  E. — Our  first  annual  dinner,  held  at  the 
Eastern  Hotel  on  April  20,  proved  a  great  success.  Mr. 
Harry  8.  Samuel,  M.P.,  occupied  the  chair,  and  covers 
were  laid  for  seventy-five  guests.  The  usuil  toasts  were 
duly  honoured,  and  the  entertainment  was  thoroughly 
enjoyed,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Dornford,  Messrs.  W.  R. 
Mason,  L.  Pearson,  W.  Fullerton,  J.  Welch,  A.  Henley, 
A_.  Hendon,  and  the  Messrj.  Cheshire.  A  special  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Friday  next  to  arrange  business  for  coming 
season.  Messrs.  Shaw,  Law,  Todd,  Long,  Dodd,  E. 
Finnis,  J.  Finnis,  Hendry,  McNeill,  and  Dr.  Dornford 
have  been  proposed  for  membership. — R.  J.  Wells. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cloudesley 
Arms,  Cloudesley-place,  Islington,  N. — On  April  3  there 
was  a  very  good  attendance,  when  the  balance-sheet  for 
the  quarter  was  presented  and  accepted.  On  Monday, 
May  7,  a  special  meeting  will  be  held.  Will  all  members 
come  up  and  clear  the  books,  as  our  twelfth  annual  takes 
place  on  Mav  30?— W.  Ingham. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Hoiloway-road.  —  On  April  25  the  secretary  brought 
forward  the  balance-sheet  for  the  last  six  months,  the 
same  showing  the  society  to  be  in  a  sound  financial 
condition  ;  we  have  close  on  £25  in  hand.  On  May  9  the 
ninth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place. 
Dinner  on  table  at  8.30,  when  I  hope  all  members  and 
invites  win  be  present.  After  the  tables  are  cleared 
harmony  will  begin,  and  J  have  no  doubt  that  we  shall 
have  an  enjoyable  evening. — H.  Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra  A.ngling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green.  —  The 
special  meeeting  called  for  May  2  is  adjourned  until  next 
Wednesday,  May  9,  on  account  of  not  being  able  to  get 
through  all  the  details  of  the  new  rules.  Shall  be  pleased 
to  receive  all  prizes  promised  on  or  before  May  30.— G, 
Barrs. 

Original    Clerkenwell    Pis  ato rial  Society, 

Sutton  Arms,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road,  B.C.— 
On  Wednesday  next.  May  9,  a  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B. 
Society  will  take  place  at  the  above  club-house,  when  I 
hopa  to  see  a  good  muster  on  that  occasion.  Oar  annual 
dinner  takes  pUce  on  May  27.  All  members  going  down 
will  kindly  oblige  by  giving  their  names  in  as  early  as 
possible.  Club  prizes  will  be  distributed  on  night  o{ 
concert. — A.  H. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  The  Rose,  Saville-p1a«e, 
Larabeth-road,  S.B. — The  annual  supper  and  distributio 
of  prizes  of  the  above  will  take  place  on  Wednesday 
May  1(>,  at  8.30  sharp.    I  trust  all  those  members  wh 
intend  to  invite  friends  to  the  supper  will  send  me  the 
names  so  that  we  can  tell  how  many  to  cater  for.  Pti 
donors  will  oblige  by  fornarding  me  on  their  prizes 
thfir  earliest  convenience  before  the  above  date.— 
Mann. 

Peokham  Brothers  (Angling  Society,  Wind 
Castle,  Cator-strtet,  Peokham. — A  special  meeting  w 
be  held  on  May  6, at  9  30  p.m.,  to  make  final arraugemen 
for  the  dii  iier.  which  will  take  place  at  the  above  house  0 
May  10. — G.  Etukrinoton. 

Phosnlz  Auguntr  kiaolety,  The  Tavistock.  Btibbin 
ton-street,  N.W. — Our  annual  dinner  and  prize  distributio 
will  be  on  Wednesday,  May  30 ;  and  the  annual  br 
outing  on  June  24,  to  Uaretield,— R.  C. 
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Queen's  Fisoatorials,  Qaeen's  Arms,  Chapel-street, 
Edgivare-road,  X.W. — On  April  24  the  annaal  dinner  and 
.  diitribution  of  prizes  took  place.  The  whole  affair  was  a 
eomplete  success.  The  dinner,  which  was  supplied  by 
that  well-known  caterer,  W.  Wilson,  of  50,  Cleveland- 
street,  W.,  was  voted  by  all  who  Bit  down  to  be  one  of 
the  best.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Atkinson, 
of  the  Devonshire  Arms,  Lincaster  Gate,  W. ;  the  vice- 
ohair  by  Mr.  E.  Benn,  of  the  Shakespeare  Tavern, 
Downs  Park-road,  Hackney  Downs.  The  following  were 
also  present :  Messrs.  J.  Trower,  J.  Holt,  W.  G. 
Atkinson,  W.  King,  W.  W.  Seeds,  A.  Bray,  A.  Coleman, 
W.  Hales,  etc.  The  toasts  of  the  evening  were  most 
enthusiastically  received.  The  artistes  were  some  of  the 
bast,  viz.,  Mr.  George  De  Vere,  P.  Garrey,  T.  Hoetellet, 
W.  Sylvester,  and  others.  The  pianist  was  Mr.  W. 
Sylvester.  There  are  a  fen  prizes  still  outstanding, 
which  I  should  esteem  a  pleasure  to  receive,  and  have 
much  pleasure  in  stating  that  we  have  a  lot  of  new  donors 
this  season,  who  have  not  only  promised  prizes,  bat  have 
already  paid  them  in. — Geo.  Keene, 

SojSl  George  Angling  eooiety,  Qaeen's  Arms, 
Batemac-street,  Soho-square. — On  May  9  our  supper  and 
distribution  will  take  place  at  the  above  house.  Members 
and  friends  who  have  given  prizes,  will  they  kindly  send 
them  at  onca  ?  We  have  a  special  meeting  on  May  6 
next  at  9  30  to  settle  all  final  business,  and  hope  all  mem- 
bers will  attend. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Albans  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
roid,  Kennington  Cross. — Our  annual  outing  and  dinner 
will  take  place  on  May  13,  at  the  Arun  Hotel,  Pnlborough. 
We  are  glad  to  welcome  so  many  of  the  Blackfriars  mem- 
bers with  us  on  the  occasion.  Mrs.  Eldridge  haa  kindly 
promised  us  a  saloon  carriage  by  the  6  55  special,  and  don't 
bring  any  ground  bait,  as  there  will  be  plenty  going  down. 
— H.  Allax. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell.  —  Castell  Benefit.  — 
Will  secretaries  kindly  oblige  by  sending  speedy  returns 
— cash  or  unsold  programmes — to  the  above  address, 
where  the  committee  meet  every  Thursday  evening  ? — F. 
Thoklixg. 

Seymonr  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Qaeen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — Oar  annual 
supper  takes  place  May  15  next,  when  Mr.  Tom  Pennell 
will  take  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Phil  Samuels  the  vice-chair. — 

W.  Aldis. 

Sans  of  the  Sea  Anglers,  Duke  of  Sussex  Hotel, 
Usbridge-streer.  Notting  Hill  Gate,  Biyswater,  W.— The 
membsrs  met  on  May  2,  Otter  Wheeler  in  the  chair.  The 
annual  outing  will  take  place  on  May  13,  at  the  Pier, 
Southend.  One  rod  only  allowed ;  no  hand-lines ;  three 
hooks  only  to  be  used  on  the  casts ;  all  fish  to  weigh.  There 
are  several  subatantial  cash  prizes,  which  will  be  paid  out 
the  same  evening ;  any  friend  can  participate ;  entrance 
fee,  43.  Applications  can  be  entertained  at  the  abDve,  or 
of  the  hon.  sec. — Ben  Abrahams. 

South  Bexmonds  -y  Club  and  Institute  Fis  ia- 
tprials,  Kotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — Oar  sixth  annaal 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on 
May  II,  in  the  hall  of  the  institute.  Mr.  Arthur  Sutherd, 
the  entertainment  secretary  of  the  institute,  has  promised 
to  supply  us  with  a  variety  of  artistes.  Members  and 
friends  of  the  instiiute  are  cordially  invited  to  the  concert 
after  the  supper.  We  made  four  new  working  members 
on  Friday  last. — J.  H.  Davies. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — Our  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place 
on  Monday,  May  14.    W.  Smith,  one  of  our  most  popular 
members,  died  last  Monday.    We  have  received  a  letter 
from  our  late  chairman,  0.  W.  Dicks,  from  Bloemfontein, 
t    which  possibly  you  may  find  room  for  in  your  paper.  I 
I  have  sent  out  three  Gazettes.    You  will  see  that  not  any 
I   of  them  have  reached  him.    [Have  noted  this  elsewhere]. 
;  — W.  Beattie. 

Stoc&wexi  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
'  road,  Ckpham,  S.W.— The  lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  Wade 
in  aid  of  the  Central  Association  Restocking  Fund  was  a 
success,  the  room  being  crowded,  a  good  average  of 
representatives  of  various  angling  clubs  baing  present.  Mr. 
Wade  was  at  his  best,  and  his  views  of  the  rivers  Medway 
and  Wey  were  works  of  art,  while  his  information  as  to 
swims,  hostelries,  and  baits  should  be  of  value  to  his 
listeners.  Photos  of  prominent  anglers  met  with  much 
approval  when  thrown  on  the  screen,  Mr.  Lee  manipa- 
litiog  the  lantern  with  his  usual  skill.  A  smoker 
followed,  led  off  by  Miss  May  Lucas  (aged  five 
years),  Messrs.  Harry  Payne  and  Bob  Fisher  being 
promin;nt  amongst  the  entertaineis.  Mr.  Stanley,  of  the 
Clapham  Strollers,  occupied  the  chair.  During  the  evening 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Mr.  Wade  for  his 
continufid  kindness  and  assistance  to  the  Stock wellites, 
and  to  Mr.  Stanley  for  ably  fulfilling  the  post  of  chairman, 
A  olkction  amounting  to  158.  Id.  was  made  on  behalf  of 
the  restock  ng  fund.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tussday  next  as  most  important  business  will  be  brought 
forward.  The  date  of  the  distribution  of  prizes  has  been 
fixed  for  May  22.  A  c3mpetition  has  also  been  arranged 
for  the  20th  at  Soutbead-on-Sea. — Tommy  Lccas. 

Snnd  ai  Angling  tfooiexy,  Winasor  Castle,  King's- 
street,  Hammersmith. — Our  annual  supper  and  distriba- 
tion  of  prizes  takes  place  on  May  24,  Members  and 
friends  who  have  promised  prizes  will  greatly  assist  in  the 
arrangements  by  forwarding  the  same  to  clubhouse.  Also 
members  requiring  privilege  and  A.B.8.  tickets  are  asked 
to  give  their  names  in  tc — C.  E.  Lock. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society.  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  a  good  meeting  on  Tuesday  last, 
May  1,  whea  a  lot  of  business  was  got  through.  I  wish 
to  remind  members  that  the  books  must  be  cleared  by 
Tuesday,  May  15.  Two  auditors  were  appointed,  Messrs. 
H,  Walton  and  H.  Heppelthwaite,  the  audit  taking  place 
on  May  17.  The  distribution  is  fixed  for  Tuesday,  May  29. 


All  those  gentlemen  who  have  not  yet  forwarded  on  their 
prize,  if  they  will  do  so  before  that  date  I  shall  esteam  it 
a  favour. — H.  C. 

Walham  Oresn  and  Ch^lvea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — A  very  fully  attended 
meeting,  and  the  following  were  unanimously  elected  as 
officers  for  ensuing  season  :  Chairman,  W.  Powe  ; 
secretary,  A.  Glass;  assistant  secretary,  W.  W.  Dutlield; 
hon.  treasurer,  H.  Pries  ;  delegate,  G.  Powe.  Committee  : 
Messrs.  Batch,  G.  Powe,  Kerry,  Achory,  and  A.  King. 
Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  May  9,  and  we  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster  of  angling  friends.  We  have  a  good 
show  of  talent  promised. — W,  W.  D. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  Islington, 
N. — A  supper  will  be  held  in  our  club-room  on  May  9,  at 
7.30  p.m.,  on  the  occasion  of  the  distribution  of  prizes 
taken  during  tlie  season  1899-1900.  Members  who  have 
not  already  given  me  notice  of  their  intention  to  be  present 
are  requested  to  do  so  at  once. — M.  Cuddon. 

Walworth  Waltoniana  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.B. — All 
members  requiring  tickets  for  the  annual  dinner,  which 
takes  place  on  Wednesday  next,  May  9,  please  let  me  know 
at  once. — W.  Wray. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — We  held  our  annual 
dinner  at  the  above  address  on  May  1.  Everything  was  a 
complete  success,  and  we  thank  our  worthy  host  (Mr. 
James  Flower)  for  the  great  pains  he  took  to  make  it  so, 
and  also  the  numerous  friends  of  the  Wellington  who  gave 
us  their  support.  The  prize  list  was  read  out,  and,  I  am 
pleased  to  say,  most  heartily  responded  to, — C.  Willett. 

Wenlock  Angling  Saciety,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. —  Our  general  meeting  and  prize  distribu- 
tion will  take  place  on  May  17.  —  H.  Heie. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  annual  dinner 
will  take  place  on  Monday,  May  7,  at  7  30  p.m.,  at  the 
above  house,  and  all  who  want  tickets  must  apply  for 
them  of  Mr.  R.  Lowther,  Mr,  R.  Petthurst,  or  Mr.  F. 
Homer  on  or  before  May  6.  We  also  present  our  annual 
prizes  on  the  dinner  night. — R,  Lowther. 

West  Kensington  Park  Angling  Society, 
Bird  in  Hand,  Masboro-road,  W. — On  April  26  we  had  a 
grand  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  which  I  am 
pleased  to  say  proved  a  gigantic  success.  Mr.  J,  Harwood 
(Sundial  A.S.)  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams 
the  vice.  The  following  artistes  kindly  gave  their  assist- 
ance :  Messrs.  Talbot,  Long,  Flowers,  Clarke,  Star, 
Granger,  Snooks,  Smith,  O'Shea,  Reppell,  &o.  Master 
H.  Maynard  obliged  with  a  turn  (clog  dancing).  A  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  evenings  we  have  had  for  some  time.  Oar 
weekly  meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  when  the 
Usual  business  was  transacted,  there  being  a  good  muster. 
— Bill. 

West  Ijondon  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Our  prize  committee  have  held  a  epecial 
meeting  to  make  the  awards  fbr  the  past  season.  The 
members  taking  presentation  and  club  prizes  are  Messrs. 
G.  Ramsay,  C.  J.  Carter,  C.  Martin,  W.  Cox,  jun.,  J.  J. 
Hunter,  A.  West,  A.  Peart,  C.  H,  Parsons,  and  W.  Cox, 
sen.,  Mr.  Ramsay  having  won  the  glass  panel  painting 
presented  by  Mr.  Warrington,  and  Mr.  Parsons  the 
engraving  presented  by  our  president.  Our  annual  dinner 
is  arranged  to  take  place  on  June  7,  when  the  prizes  will 
be  presented.  Oar  auditors  being  desirous  of  showing  a 
good  financial  balance,  members  are  requested  to  pay  in 
their  donations  and  subscriptions. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N. — Through  an  error  on  our  part  I 
find  our  distribution  will  take  place  on  May  23  instead  of 
May  22,  the  mistake  being  made  by  us  in  the  date. — W.  E. 
Beaumont. 


HUNGERFORD  FISHERY. 
The  following  extracts  are  from  a  letter  in  the  Field  : 

1.  Over  fifty  pike  have  been  wired  during  the  spawning 
season,  which  is  good,  considering  there  was  such  an 
absence  of  sun  in  March. 

2.  The  announcement  that  only  season  tickets  would  be 
sold  until  July  1  appeared  in  print  more  than  a  month 
ago.  The  lessees  have  a  perfect  right  to  issue  tickets  as 
they  think  fit. 

3.  The  fishery  still  continues  to  flourish,  as  up  to  the 
present  date  double  the  number  of  season  tickets  have 
been  disposed  of  for  this  season  compared  to  the  first  year 
the  lessees  had  the  water,  and  only  just  lately  an  applica- 
tion from  one  person  was  made  for  six  season  tickets. 

4.  About  ninety  rods  were  on  the  water  last  season, 
inclusive  of  commoners, 

5.  A  report  that  the  lessees  have  made  a  great  profit 
out  of  the  fishery  is  absolutely  false,  and  can  be  proved  by 
the  balance-sheet ;  all  the  income  from  the  sale  of  tickets 
has  been  spent  on  the  water, 

6.  No  attempt  has  been  contemplated  to  close  the 
fieh-.ry  to  the  commoner.  The  lessees  are  all  commoners, 
and  are  as  tenacious  of  their  rights  as  their  fellow  com- 
moners. 

7.  Spinning  was  abolished  by  order  of  the  Hocktide 
Court,  who  represent  the  commoners,  and  has  been  proved, 
as  every  sportsman  knows,  to  be  a  great  advantage  to 
ticket  holders  and  commoners  also. 

W.  P.  Church,  C  ^f.T//„ 
J,  H.  WooLDRiDGE,  )  Fishery. 

April,  1900. 

P. 8. — 3560  trout  have  been  turned  into  the  water  by  the 
lessees. 


THE  SEVERN  AS  A  FISHING  STREAM, 

INrERESTING  ADDRESS  BY  MR.  WILLIS 
BUND, 

"  TuK  River  Severn  "  was  the  subject  of  an  interesting 
addrcES  by  Mr.  J.  Willis  Bund  (chairman  of  the  Severn 
Board  of  Conservators)  before  the  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Debating  Society  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Great  Charles- 
street,  Birmingham,  on  Wednesday  evening.  Mr.  A. 
Burgess  (president;  occupied  the  cbair,  and  there  was  a 
large  company  of  anglers.  Mr.  Willis  Bund  said  that  at 
some  early  period  in  the  history  of  this  island,  if  geologists 
were  to  be  believed,  the  Severn  was  one  of  the  rivers 
originally  destined  to  flow  into  the  Humber.  By  some 
convulsion  of  nature  the  course  of  the  river  had  been 
turned  southward.  The  Severn  became  a  salmon  river, 
and  remained  so  till  towards  the  close  of  the  last  century. 
Then  a  change  came  about.  The  river  was  connected  by 
canals,  which,  he  believed,  were  responsible  for  the  white 
fish.  About  1810  an  Act  was  passed  authorising  the 
construction  of  four  weirs,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  stop 
the  free  access  of  the  fish  from  the  S3a  to  the  upper  parts  of 
the  river.  Notwithstanding  all  they  read,  he  believed  the 
Severn  was  never  a  well-stocked  river.  At  times,  of 
course,  enormous  shoals  of  fish  came  up,  but  the  number 
seriously  diminished  when  the  altered  conditions  of  the  river 
became  unsuitable  for  them.  The  emptying  of  the  sewage 
into  the  rivers  about  forty  years  ago  did  not  cause  much 
damage.  When,  however,  manufacturers  began  to 
discharge  their  refuse  into  the  sewers,  what  was  then 
food  for  the  fish  became  deadly  poison.  The  Corporation 
of  Liverpool  had  constructed  a  large  reservoir  at  the  top 
of  the  Severn.'  The  result  of  this  was  to  take  a  great 
quantity  of  water  which  came  from  the  Welsh  hills  and  kept 
ic  sweet.  These  were  the  changes  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  river.  When  you  go  fishing,  make  up  your  mind 
what  you  are  going  to  fish  for,  was  Mr.  Willis  Bund's 
advice  to  anglers.  The  Severn  trout,  he  said,  were 
exactly  the  same  kind  as  the  Thames  trout.  They  were 
splendid  fish  when  caught.  As  they  never  rose  to  the  fly, 
the  inference  was  that  they  must  live  on  young  fish.  They 
were  as  destructive  as  the  pike,  and  he  could  only  say  the 
sooner  they  were  taken  out  of  the  river  the  better.  A  few 
were  always  to  be  found  below  the  weirs.  He  was  rather 
sceptical  as  to  the  possibility  of  breeding  salmon  in 
sufficient  numbers  to  stock  a  river  like  the  Severn. 

An  American  official  tells  the  story  of  a  river  which 
flowed  into  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  which,  owing  to  artificial 
breeding  and  stocking,  salmon  were  to  be  found  in  numbers 
far  surpassing  anything  they  could  dream  of  in  this 
country.  In  fact,  it  was  said  that  such  had  been  the 
increase  in  the  number,  that  a  lake  through  which  the 
river  passed  had  permanently  risen  4ft.  above  its  ordinary 
level.  Of  course  it  was  an  American  story,  and  they  must 
take  it  for  what  it  was  worth.  The  lower  part  of  the 
Severn  would  probably  never  he  good  for  anything  but 
coarse  fish,  and  in  the  upper  reaches  salmon  and  trout 
breeding  would  only  be  found.  It  was  an  absurd  contention 
that  breeding  of  trout  and  salmon  could  be  made  prolific  in 
the  lower  parts  ;  the  fish  would  not  live,  and  even  if  they 
did,  would  be  eaten  up  by  the  coarse  fish.  Every  year 
good  trout  fishiag  was  g6tting_  more  scarce,  and  c  ne  could 
not  be  too  careful  that  it  was  not  destroyed.  If 
one_  opened  up  the  river  by  letting  up  coarse  fish  and 
spoiled  the  salmon  fishing  a  great  harm  was  done, 
and  he  should  t'nerefore  object  to  opening  up  the 
tributaries  unless  real  good  was  done  to  the  river. 
The  changed  conditions  of  agriculture,  and  consequent 
destruction  of  insect  life,  had  led  to  a  change  in  the  diet 
of  the  fish,  and  had  caused  them  to  become  more 
cannibalistic.  It  might  be  considered  visionary,  but  he 
thought  anglers  would  observe  that  the  fish  did  not  rise 
generally.  Consequently  the  successful  fisherman  would 
have  to  take  far  more  to  spinning  than  before,  and  the  fly 
would  be  less  successful,  however  scientifically  it  was  used. 
One  of  the  glories  of  the  Severn  was  the  diversity  of  kinds 
of  fishing  obtainable  in  it,  and  they  ought  to  try  to  keep 
it  BO.  He  advised  Birmingham  anglers  to  fish  in  the 
Shrophire  part  of  the  river,  say  from  Shrewsbury  down- 
wards. The  meeting  concluded  with  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Bund. — On  Wednesday  evening  Mr.  A. 
Burgess,  the  Birmingham  representative  on  the  Severn 
Board  of  Conservators,  delivered  an  interesting  lecture  on 
"The  River  Avon,"  illustrated  by  a  series  of  limelight 
views,  to  a  special  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Debating  Society ;  and  daring  next  season  Mr.  J.  Willis 
Bund  has  kindly  consented  to  exhibit  a  number  of  lime- 
light views  illustrative  of  the  various  mechanical  means 
adopted  from  time  to  time  in  taking  salmon.  Piscator, 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS, 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs,  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  65  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W,C, 

5681.  William  Lumsden  Randall,  Glasgow,  "  Im« 
proved  auxiliary  propelling  gear  for  fishing 
boats." 

26,001,  Fishing,  Patentee  :  Mr.  R,  W.  Lewis,  Torry, 
by  Aberdeen,  Relates  to  trawling-gear. 
Within  a  slot  formed  near  the  centre  of  the 
board,  an  arm  for  the  attachment  of  the  tow- 
rope  is  adjustably  pivoted.  The  play  of  the 
•  arm  in  the  bracket  or  slot  may  be  regulated 
by  a  bolt.  The  point  of  attachment  of  the 
tow-rope  can  thus  be  adjusted  for  trawling  at 
different  depths. 


F0HEI8N  Books  and  Psriodioals. — Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.  Fast 
train  consignments  from  their  Continental  agents  twice  a  w»ek 
Catalogue  gratis. 
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WHERE  THE  BIG  BASS  WERE  NETTED. 

Ix  your  issue  of  April  7,  under  the  heading  "  Penny 
Wise,  Pound  Foolish,"  you  say:  "We  were  unable  to 
ascertain  the  esact  location  of  the  waters  from  which 
these  grand  bass  were  taken.  But  the  shipment  came 
from  Baltimore,  Md.,  and,  in  all  probibility,  the  bass 
were  netted  from  waters  in  Maryland,  Delaware,  or 
Virginia. 

In  all  probability  they  came  out  of  the  Deliware  an  d 
Chesapeake  Canal.  The  canal  being  private  property,  the 
state  laws  do  not  hold  good  unless  the  canal  company 
chooses  to  take  the  trouble  to  prosecute  the^-pot-honters. 
The  company  has  from  time  ta  time  issued  orders 
prohibitiog  the  use  of  nets  in  the  canal,  hut  has 
allowed  its  employes  to  do  so.  This  opened  the 
door  for  other  pot-hunters.  No  greater  encourage- 
ment could  have  be<n  given  for  a  general  pot-hunt  than 
that  given  by  the  cmal  company's  "  High  Muck-a-Mnck  " 
in  this  city,  who,  while  professing  to  be  a  great  rod  fisher- 
man and  having  the  power  to  stop  this  business,  has 
encouraged  and  assisted  those  under  him  to  n6tcarp(?). 

The  town  of  St.  Georges  contains  another  lot  of  these 
carp  (?^  netters,  with  the  notable  difference  that  they 
net  bass  instead  of  carp,  and  defy  anyone  to  stop  them. 
Certain  it  is  that  no  canal  company  order  has  ever 
had  the  slightest  effect  on  them.  This  winter  brought 
the  grand  finale.  The  employees  were  making  big 
money— fishing  night  and  day.  A  few  outside  pot- 
hunters tried  it,  and  there  was  no  protest ;  then  all  of 
the  pot-hunters,  big  and  little,  turned  out,  and  the  canal 
was  fished  eight  and  day.  Boats  came  down  the  canal 
loaded  with  bass  and  pike,  unloaded  at  the  canal  company's 
dock,  put  the  fishes  in  boxes  and  shipped  them  to  Balti- 
more from  the  canal  company's  wharf. 

Now  that  there  are  no  fish  to  protect,  the  canal  com- 
pany issues  another  order,  against  netting,  and  the  "  High 
Muck-a-Mnck"  pot-hunter  will  see  that  it  is  obeyed. 

A  Line-Flinger. 

[We  would  suggest  to  our  correspondent  that,  in- 
asmuch as  the  Supreme  Courts  of  some  states  have 
decided  the  police  powers  (which  include  the  enforce- 
ment of  fish  and  game  laws)  of  a  state  are  effective 
everywhere  in  the  state,  we  believe  the  highest  court  of 
Delaware  would  sustain  that  precedent  should  the  state 
protective  asaociation  or  any  public-spirited  lovers  of  pro- 
tective principles  cause  a  case  to  be  carried  up  to  that 
court.  We  think  anyone  who  has  proofs  of  violation  of 
the  state  fish  and  game  laws  could  make  complaint  legally. 
—Ed.  American  Field, 


^offings  bg  tf}c  ^ag. 

At  the  Ballymoney,  co.  Antrim,  Rural  District  Council, 
April  26,  re  the  trout  fishing  on  the  River  Bann,  Mr, 
M'Laughlin,  according  to  notice,  proposed  "  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  board,  the  action  of  Foyle  and  Bann 
Fishery  Company  is  both  illegal  and  arbitrary  in  seeking 
to  make  the  poor  riparian  owners  of  the  banks  of  the 
Bann  for  the  right  of  trout  fishing — a  right  which  they 
have  exercised  from  time  immemorial — and  that  we  call 
upon  our  Parliamentary  representative,  Mr.  William 
Moore,  Q.C.,  to  look  into  the  matter."  Mr.  M'Laughlin 
said  by  the  action  of  the  owners  there  was  Ciused  a  great 
grievance,  and  it  was  intended  that  public  meetings  should 
be  held  to  fully  consider  their  action,  and,  if  poseible,  to 
test  the  right  of  the  owners  to  levy  this  tax.  Mr.  Rainey 
seconded  ihe  motion,  which  was  paf  s^d  unanimously,  and 
copies  of  same  directed  to  be  sent  to  Sir  Thomas  Lea, 
M.P,,  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  Mr.  T.  Healy, 
M.l'.,  the  secretary  of  the  Fojle  and  Bann  Fishery 
Company,  and  the  secretary  of  the  Irish  Society. 


E.  C.  Pejxotto,  the  artist,  has  been  spending  the 
winter  in  Paris,  and  has  made  a  brilliaot  series  of  illustra- 
tions showing  the  Exposition  buildings,  which  appear  in 
the  May  Scrihner's,  with  a  brief  article  by  Mr.  Peixotto, 
giving  his  personal  impressions.  H.  J.  Whigham  also 
contributes  an  article  entitled  "  The  Intermediate  Stage 
of  the  Boer  War."  He  reviews  carefully  the  three  points 
of  criticism  which  have  stirred  up  England  in  the  past  few 
months:  (1)  The  Materiil  of  the  British  Army;  (2) 
General  Bnller's  Strategy ;  (3)  The  Tactics  of  the  British 
General^,  particularly  of  Lord  Methuen. 


The  mullet  (eajs  the  American  Fi.Mng  Gazelle)  is  a 
popular  fish  throughout  the  Southern  Atlantic  Coast 
States.  It  is  sold  fresh,  and  also  salted  largely,  and  in 
the  interior  of  the  States  ia  in  greit  demand.  All  the 
grocery  houses  keep  a  supply  on  hand.  The  roe  of  the 
mullet  is  growing  in  popular  favour  ;  every  season  in  fact 
the  demand  exceeds  the  supply.  The  roe  is  sun-dried 
(which  has  the  appearance  of  being  smoked),  salted,  and 
picHed.  The  dried  is  most  popular.  The  roe  sell  for 
.^1  25c  a  dozen.  The  pickled  are  50c.  a  dozen,  the  salted 
45c.  In  preparing  the  roe  for  market,  it  is  necessary  to 
n  e  care  in  removing  it  from  the  fith.  Place  it  in  a  good 
(troDg  brine ;  leave  it  in  the  brine  ten  to  twelve  hours, 
then  place  it  on  boaids  in  the  sun  to  dry  ;  turn  these  over 
daily  until  dried  ;  keep  dry;  if  fogflfy,  take  it  in.  A  week 
or  ten  days  will  bo  Butlicient  to  dry  it  ready  for  market. 
When  thoroughly  dried,  wrap  in  tissue  paper;  be  careful 
not  to  break  the  roe.  The  paper  absorbs  moisture  and 
prevents  moulding,  and  the  colour  holds  good,  which  is  a 
rich  golden  ono.  It  iii  p-ickcd  in  nioa  boxes,  lOlb.  to  201b. 
in  a  box.  In  pickling  use  a  good  fttrong  pickle,  as  it  is 
taken  out  of  the  fish  after  dry  ealting.  in  ary  salted  use 
a  layer  of  roe  then  a  layer  of  rait,  until  the  package  is 
filled. 


The  "  Gresham  "  have  scored  again.  On  Tuesday 
evening  last  Mr.  Dickins  gave  a  very  interesting  and 

amusing  lecture  on  well,  "  everything."    He  displayed 

great  versatility  in  speaking  in  verse,  and  was  not  prosy 
when  speaking  in  prose.  Another  treat  is  in  store  for 
next  Tuesday,  when  the  Rev.  E.  Meyer  will  read  a  paper 
on  "  The  Obsolete  Art  of  Angling." 


The  Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association,  which  is 
among  the  oldest  of  angling  societies,  annonnce  that  their 
anual  supper  will  be  held  at  the  Crown  and  Woolpack,  St. 
John  Street-road,  on  Wednesday,  May  9.  The  society 
rarely,  if  ever,  publishes  its  doings,  and  bears  a  name  that 
must  always  take  high  rank  among  followers  of  the  gentle 
craft.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("Old  Izaak"),  if  aafliciently 
recovered  from  his  recent  indisposition,  will  preside. 


The  May  Number  of  "  Thames  Angling  News  "  is  to 
hand,  and  contains  an  excellent  portrait  of  Mr.  C.  H. 
O'Dowd.  The  "  Thames  Gossip  "  is,  as  usual,  interesting 
and  up  to  date.  Mr.  H.  Rolt  gives  a  very  instructive 
article  on  "  Fly  Fishing  for  Trout,"  which  should  be  read 
by  all  who  can  procure  a  copy  of  the  "  T.A.N." 


From  the  same  smart  little  paper  the  following  is  culled : 
"  Kew  Bridge  is  rapidly  disappearing  in  order  to  make 
room  for  a  more  modern  passage  over  the  river.  The  first 
arch  from  the  Middlesex  side  has  been  completely  removed, 
and  men  are  now  engaged  in  clearing  away  the  approach 
from  the  same  side.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  body 
of  the  famous  old  structure  has  also  gone,  and  four  of  the 
remaining  arches  are  being  kept  np  by  woodwork  supports. 
Most  of  the  debris  that  could  be  safely  removed  has  baen 
taken  away  by  mems  of  an  overhead  cable  way.  The  dis- 
appearing bridge  was  opened  in  1/87,  and  toll  was  taken 
on  it  until  1873." 


There  is  a  csrtain  charm  about  anything  "  old  " — say 
cigars  or  wine,  hats  or  boots.  It  is  comforting  to  sit  down 
and  read  some  of  the  "  old  "  works  by  the  "  old  "  masters ; 
but  my  nerves  were  unstrung  when  a  four-paged  brochure 
was  placed  in  my  hands  in  Fleet-street  announcing  the  fact 
that  on  April  25  "  A  Touching  New  Story"  would  com- 
mence in  the  &c.,  by  &c.  The  title  cf  this  new  story  was 
"  Jane  Shore." 



The  May  number  of  M'Coll's  "  Sporting  Chronicle"  is 
to  hand.  It  gives  the  complete  flat  racing,  steepleohasing, 
and  hurdle  racing  returns  from  Nov.  2S,  1899,  to  April  28, 
1900. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion of  London  Angling  Clubs  will  be  held  on  Monday 
evening  next,  May  7,  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden- 
lane,  Covent  Garden.   The  chair  will  be  taken  at  9  p.m. 


The  "  Anglers'  Record  "  for  April,  edited  by  Mr.  F.  A» 
Redding,  Leeds,  is  full  of  interesting  matter.  Mr.  R. 
Crabtree  contributes  an  article  on  "  YoChub."  He  says  : 
"They  are  rather  a  faint-hearted  fish,  and  when  once 
turned  yield  presently,  but  you  must  master  it  as  soon  as 
you  can,  because  when  he  is  hooked  he  does  not  make  to  the 
middle  of  the  stream,  but  to  the  banks,  which  may 
endanger  your  tackle.  A  small  lamprey  is  not  a  bad  bait 
for  a  chub.  This  silvery-blueish  carp  is  an  exceedingly 
fine,  splendid-looking  fish,  but  in  him  is  fully  realised  the 
proverb — "  All  ia  not  gold  that  glitters."  His  burnished 
gold  exterior  hides  a  miserable  interior,  for  he  is  neither 
fish,  flesh,  nor  good  red  herring.  He  is  a  downright 
chaw-bacon  or  clod-hopper.  They  are  said  to  spawn  in 
April  or  May,  in  sandy  or  gravelly  places,  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  stream.  A  chub  1ft.  or  14in.  long  will  more 
endanger  your  line  than  one  of  20iD.  or  more,  for  be  will 
strive  the  longer.  They  are  not  to  be  found  in  stagnant, 
foul,  or  habitually  discoloured  water  ;  indeed,  it  is  rarely 
they  flourish  except  when  they  have  the  advantage  of  a 
constant  supply  of  food  as  is  the  case  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
rapid  passage  of  a  volume  of  water." 


An  will  be  seen  elsewhere,  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Anchor  A.S.  (Kingston-on-Thames)  was,  if  possible, 
better  than  any  ever  held  by  this  flourishing  society.  The 
dinner  was  admirably  served  by  Host  Hearn,  and  I  must 
give  a  special  word  of  praise  to  Hostess  Hearn  for  the 
"lovely"  soup.  Mr.  "  Pincott  "  was  in  the  chair,  and 
"Dragnet"  was  his  right-hand  supporter.  I  sincerely 
hope  that  the  "Anchor"  will  go  on  and  prosper.  No 
gross  weight  prizes  given.  Of  course,  I  always  bring 
away  the  menu  and  programme,  and  my  little  "Daisy" 
(who  would  very  mnch  like  to  be  present  at  all  these 
festive  functions)  said,  "  Dad,  why  were  there  no  horses 
doovers  ?  " 


Mr.  Henry  Ball  (late  hon,  s^c.  of  the  B.S.A.S.) 
asked  me  to  "  run  over"  to  the  Paris  Exhibition  with 
him,  I  said  "I  am  off  for  a  day  or  two  with  a  good 
chance  of  a  trout  or  two."  So  he  went  with  "  The 
Commadore."  lie  asks  memo?  to  go  for  a  week  or  two, 
as  although  L'Exposition  est  mignitique  as  regards  archi- 
tecture, &ti.,  there  is  too  much  plaster  and  paint  about. 
He  says  :  "  Don't  miss  the  halt-hour's  trip  to  Versailles  ; 
and  d(j  vol  forget  to  visit  the  Hotel  Britannia,  Rue 
d'Anisterdam.  It  is  comfortable ;  charges  moderate  ;  and 
has  the  advantage  of  a  restaurant  adjoining,  where  you 
may  breakfast  or  dine  A  la.  carle.  [Good,  Mr.  II.  B. 
Come  over  with  me ;  for  although  1  was  born  in  Paris,  I 
am  afraid  I  have  forgotten  a  great  deal  of  my  French.  { 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Collingwood  Anglers  was  "  a 
best  on  record."    The  president  ("Straw  Hat")  ably 
occupied  the  chair.    The  viands  were  really  good,  and  the  \ 
"  talent "  (where  does  Host  Wiles  and  Sec.  Sorge  find  it  ?)  j 
was,  if  possible,  better  than  ever  at  the  Collingwood.  The  v 
genial  chairman  distributed  the  prizes  with  a  word  of 
encouragement  to  each  recipient.    No  gross  weight  prizss  i 
at  this  club. 


With  every  eeat  filled,  with  all  the  members  in  genial  i 
mood,  with  an  excellent  bill  of  fare  before  them,  and  with  I 
the  Mayor's  gold  chain  shedding  a  lustre  over  the  proceed-  < 
ings,  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  enjoyed  at  Messrs.  i 
Booth  and  Sons'  Resternrant,  on  Wednesday,  April  25, 
one  of  the  most  successful  annual  dinners  they  have  I 
in  their  nine  years'  existence.  Everybody  felt  that  for  ono 
in  the  year  at  least,  their  "  lines  "  were  cast  in  a  pleasani/ 
place.  On  the  right  of  the  Mayor  sat  that  most  popular 
of  parsons,  the  Rev.  Edward  Riley,  and  Mr.  H.  C. 
Corrance.  On  his  left  Mr.  Alderman  J.  J.  Clark,  of 
Hove,  Mr.  R.  B.  Pope,  and  Lient.-Col.  Parsons.  At  the 
other  end  of  the  tables  Mr.  J.  S.  Lee  and  Dr.  E.  Snell 
acted  as  vice-chairmen.  Further  pariiculars  will  appear 
next  week. 
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"Which  are  the  best?  was  a  question  raised  in  the 
issue  of  April  28  (see  p.  312),  Mr.  Foster,  of  Nottingham, 
writes  :  "  Yon  ask  in  your  notes  for  the  opinion  of  anglers 
which  is  the  best  fish  ?  Perhaps  it  is  a  little  difficult  in  an 
outsider  judging,  not  knowing  from  what  river  they  werej 
taken.  I  will  take  our  Trent  for  my  guide.  1st,  Pike^ 
121b.  loz. ;  2nd,  Perch,  llb.S^^oz. ;  3rd,  Chub,  31b,  4oz. 
or,  2nd,  Tench,  21b.  9jz. ;  3rd,  dace,  lib.  loz." 

)  »  »  »  < 

This  is  Mr.  W,  Fry's  ipse  dixit : 

"  Twelve-pounder  pike,  odd  ounce  thrown  in, 
The  pride  of  place  should  clea.rly  win. 
Nor  "  bar  "  the  perch  for  second  place  ; 
Master  Chevin's  third  in  the  race. 

The  Kennet  trout,  ta'en  with  the  fly. 
Too  small  to  "  casa,"  but  not  to  fry. 
Is  best.   Fine  dace  the  17-ouncer  ; 
A  decent  pike,  but  yet  no  bouncer." 


Then  comes  the  "  Trent  Otter  "  (Mr.  J.  W.  Martin,  ( 
8,  Seymour-street,  Enston-square,  N.W.)  :  "Tour  quer. 
as  to  which  is  the  best  fish  among  certain  lists  there  given 
opens  up  a  field  for  considerable  discussion.    In  the  firsii] 
place,  it  all  depends  on  the  locality  of  the  water  whera 
those  fish  were  captured ;  and  in  the  seoond  place,  on  thtj 
particular  hobby  of  the  fisherman  who  answered  tha 
question.    Speaking  broadly,  as  an  angler  of  many  years'! 
standing,  and  in  waters  of  widely  different  characteristics,! 
I  should  say  that  List  1  can  be  dismissed  at  once  by  saying] 
that  none  of  the  fish  there  named  can  be  called  even  seooncH 
class  specimens,  bnt  their  order  of  merit,  I  think,  can  be  pat] 
as  follows  :  First,  pike,  121b.  loz. ;  second,  chub,  31b.  4cz.}l 
third,  perch,  lib.  8Joz.   List  2  is  also  one  of  very  ordinaryi 
specimens,  bnt  I  think  the  tench,  2lb.  9oz.,  to  be  the  best.] 
List  3  is,  however,  a  '  horse  of  another  oolonr,'  for  all 
three  fish  are  particularly  good  ones,  viz  :  a  Kennet  trout,] 
41b.  2oz. ;  bream,  61b.  l^oz  ;  and  dace,  lib.  loz.    I  am} 
decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the  dace,  lib.  loz,  is  the  best] 
fish  of  the  three,  that  is,  considering  the  fish  as    eoimens  }] 
and  not  as  sporting  fish;  or  for  the  table." 


t^DiTE  right,  "Trent  Otter."  But  as  an  old  clnbl 
secretary  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  what  are  consideredf 
"  specimens  "  in  one  club  wjuld  receive  no  recognition 
another.  No  matter  where  the  fish  cime  from,  when] 
weighed-in  at  a  club,  and  prizes  are  to  be  awarded  for  thaj 
&es?,  an  expression  of  opinion  was  asked.  Thinks;  I 
of  your  opinion. 

To  Dye  Gut  a  Watery  Shade  :  Measure  three  fluid] 
ounces  of  coffee  out  of  your  coffee-pot  at  breakfast,  and 
dissolve  fifteen  grains  of  green  vitriol  (sulphate  of  iron)  ia 
the  liquid,  then  soak  the  gut  ia  it  till  it  attains  tha  tintj 
required, 

 >»>■♦<  

Professor    Alfred    Church    in  his   "  Cleric 
Recollections"  in  the  "Sunday  Magazine"  for  AprilJ 
mentions  a  curious  story  that  when  tlis  Bishop's  Palace iin 
Lichfield  city  was  given  up,  the  rooks  left  the  garden,! 
where  there  had  been  a  rookery  from  time  immemorial,! 
and  that  they  returned  to  it  with  the  Bishop.   The  rook 
though  apparently  very  suspicious  of  man,  never  lives  fa 
from  him,  and  is  commonly  credited  with  a  preference  fo^ 
aristocratic  families.    Someone  tells  a  take  of  how  when 
an  ancient  mansion  had  changed  hands,  and  a  report  ha 
reached  the  rooks  that  the  newcomers  bore  the  name 
"  Smith,"  the  colony  determined  to  depart.   One  oariou 
bird,  however,  examined  the  labels  on  the  luggage,  andJ 
finding  the  name  spelt  with  a  "  y,"  told  his  discovery  ta| 
bis  fellows,  with  the  result  that  they  at  least  postpone 
their  move. 


The  old  riddle,  Why  did  the  Fly  fly?— Because  tb 
Spider  spied  her — has  inspired  some  of  the  Qlobe  readen 
to  send  a  few  variants  : — Why  did  the  Whale  wail  ?  Ba 
cause  the  Smelt  smelt.  Why  did  the  Quail  quail  ?  Ba 
cause  the  Adder  bad  her.  Why  did  the  Owl  howl] 
Because  the  Woodpecker  would  pock  her.  Why  did 
Crow  crow  ?  Because  the  Woodchat  would  chat.  Wb^ 
did  the  Deck  duck  ?  Beoausti  the  Eider  eyed  ber.  Wb] 
did  the  Skate  skate  F   Beoanse  the  Haddock  had  hook, 

Draonbt. 
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28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Ylj  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


Maker  of  High^class  Salmon,  Crilso,  and  Trout  RotiSm 

NO   CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER   PERSON    ASSUMING   THE  SAME 


NAME. 


IMPORTANT  CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  op  out  of  Gheltenham. 


DAVIO  SLATER 

Newark-on-Trent. 


BDILT  CANE  SALMON  and 
TROUT  RODS, 

With  and  without  Steel  Centres  ;  one 
qtuJity  only,  "  the  best  "  ;  equal  to  any 
make  in  the  world.  These  rods  are 
eatirely  manufactured  on  our  own 
premises  by  the  most  skilled  workmen, 
and  we  will  Guarantee  these  rods  for  five 
years. 


TRY  OUR 

GREENHEART FLY  ROD, 

Two  tops,  best  quality  and  finish.  From 
10,'6  to  25/-. 


THAMES  TROUT  SPINNING  RODS. 

Selected   Greenheart,  two  tops,  special 
action  and  highly  finished,  price  20/-. 


The  Salmon  and  Trend  Reel  of  the  future. 
SLATER'S  NEW  ALUMINIUM  ALLOY. 

Made  in  the  following  sizes,  2^in.,  2iin., 
3m..  3^in.,  4in.,  4iin.,  and  Sin.  Samples 
sent  on  approval. 


I  have  a  special  selection  of  3  yard  best 
tapered  undrawn  TROUT  CASTS, 
beautifully  fine  and  extra  quality.  Price 
9/-  per  dozen. 

Undrawn  GUT,  very  fine,  16in.  long-,  for 
making  up  Caste.   Price  4t/-  per  hank. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 

FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

UAPVI  rC  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers 
FIAuiVLLO  Seals'  Fur,  Figs'  Wool,  &c 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES.  Mardyke,  Cork. 


If  you  are  Interested  in  Books, 
Bend  2s.  6d.  in  stamps  for  a  copy  post  free  every 
week  for  3  months  of  "  The  Publishers'  Oib- 
CITLAb  asd  BoOKRBLLKRg'  Ekcorr."  St.  Dun- 
Stan's  House.  Fetter  Lane.  London 


IMPROVED  PATENT. 

SOLO  ON  GONOITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWL. 


ANGLERS!  ANGLERS!! 

THOMAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CROWN  STREET,  COCKERMOUTH. 

Is  NOW  SHOWrKO  A  SPtBNDIB 

SELECTION  of  NEW  FISHING  REQUISITES. 

Lake  and  Tront  Bods  all  prices.  Well  balanced 
Greenheart  Sea  Tront  and  Salmon  Rods,  with 
Cork  Handles,  from  SOs.  to  60b.  each.  Salmon 
and  Tront  Gnt  of  the  best  qnality.  Finest 
undrawn  Gut,  21Jin.,  7s.  6d.  per  hank,  cannot  b« 
eqnalled.  Ef  els  in  eTory  vartety .  Lines  in  cotton, 
flax,  and  silk.  Flies  to  Bait  all  waters,  on  gut  or 
ejei  hooks. 

Agent  for  S.  Allcock  aad  Co.'s  Celebrated  Fish- 
ing Tackle.  Sole  agent  in  North  of  England  and 
South  Scotland  for  Manchester  Cotton  Twine 
Spinning  Company's  Waterproof  Lines,  Ac. 

niustrated  Citalogne  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  information  for  the  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


A  CHASBKZira  eZFT  BOOK. 

6s.  net,  clftrat  roan,  gilt,  Illaatrated. 

Lenden  In  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  E.  0.  Oe«K  and  E.  T.  OOSK,  MA. 

DARLINBTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

'  Sir  Benry  Pontonbp  U  eammandtd 
by  the  Qvetn  to  thank  Mr.  BarUnffton 
'  for  a  copy  ofhU  Handbook. 
!    "Nothing  better  conld  be  wishei 
lot,"— Britiih  Weekly.  "Far superior 
ordinary  guides."— £»?ui<m  Dailv  ChronicU. 


"A  BRILLIANT  B00K."-2^e 

Every  Visitor  to  London  shoold  use 

I  OMnOM    SECOND  EDITION 
IN  U  \J  IN       EITLABGED,  5b. 

and   I^t^c^kXa*  24  Maps  &  Plans. 

ENVIRONS.      60  ninstrations. 
Most  emphatically  tops  them  all." — DailyOraph 
Llangollen— Dablinston  k  Co. 
London — Simpkin,  Mabshali.  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Bailway  Bookstall  and  all  Booksellers. 


Visitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton,  Eastb«ume 
Hastines,  Bath,  Wells,  Westem-super-MareLMal 
yern,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llandrindod  Wells- 
Hhyl,  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Bay,  Bettwsycoed,  Llan- 
gollen, Bala,  Dolgelly,  Barmouth,  Aberystwyth, 
Criccieth,  Pwllheli,  Wye  Valley,  Severn  Valley, 
Channel  Island.s,  and  Isle  sf  Wight,  should  use 
Darlington's  Handbooks,  Is.  each.  List  Post  Free. 
Darlington  &  Co.,  Llangollen. 

London :  SIMPKIN,  MABSHALL  4  CO.,  Ltd 

FH0T06BAFHS.— Beautiful  Photographi 

of  Scenery,  Ruins,  &c.,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey 
Palestine,  and  Egypt :  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  is.  6a. 
and  28.   Complete  List  Post  Free. 

DARLINGTON  &  CO.,  LLANGOLLEN. 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

PbbsidenT:  Sir  EDWARD  BIBKBECK,  Bar 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  I..  C.  ft  D.  RAILWAYS 

1st  OCTOBER  to  3i8t  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 
BOATS  AT   FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
Ye  Olde  Rainbow  Tavern,  Fleet-street,  E.C 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Chaeles 
S.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion  House-cham- 
bers, 11,  Queen  Victoria -street,  E.C. 


The  '  HAMPSHIRE" 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 


GOLD 

MEDAL 


The  "BUCKLAND" 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 


s 


The  " DEVONSHIRE' 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 


(FISHING  STOCKINGS  AND  BROGUES  ALL  IN  ONE). 

They  are  not  so  cumbersome,  and  they  are  lighter  and  more  comfortable  to  wear  than  Stockings, 

Socks,  and  Brogues.  .M 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd. 

(The  Anglers'  Waterproofers), 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C. 

And  at  CARDIFF.  8,   QUEEN  STREET. 


Now  Ready,  price  2s.  net  (2s.  2d.  post  free). 

The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 

Cabinet  of  Devices, 

OR 

HOW  TO  TIE  WET  AND  DRY  FLIES  FOR 
TROUT  AND  GRAYLING  FISHING. 

BY  THE  LATE 

HI.   (3-.   nyCc  OLElLLj^^ISriD 

("  Athenian  "  of  the  Fishing  Gazette). 

-SyST'XtJCL  DESlglx-fcy  Ill-u.s'fcx*£t'tlozxs. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON,  &  COMPAMY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C 


F.  W.  DALE. 

Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST., 


66 


99 


Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  Dry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittings,  and  finish  is 

best  value  made. 

Greenheart,  1  guinea ;  Built-eane,  4  guineas. 

All  lengths  from  9Jft.  to  lift. 

FLIES  FOR  FLOATING,  WET  WORK,  YORKSHIRE,  WALES,  AND  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY, 

Is.  6d.  per  dozen. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Mk.  C.  H.  Bywatebs  was  ia  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meetiDg  at  the  Holborn  B«8taurant,  when  some  interestiiis 
particulars  were  forthoomiog  regarding  the  "  rainbows ' 
juet  lately  placed  in  the  society's  Kennet  water  at 
Newbnry.  In  all  some  150  fish  were  transferred  to  the 
river  named.  They  were  obtained  from  the  Hyde  End 
Fishery,  near  Beading,  and  were  a  magnificent  lot.  Many 
weighed  lib.,  and  several  went  as  high  as  lib.  8oz.  They 
had  already  begun  to  exhibit  their  well-known  rising 
qualities,  for  some  had  been  caught  by  members  who  had 
been  down  for  the  grannom  rise.  What  is  more  to  the 
point,  and  of  greater  import,  is,  that  although  they  have 
been  in  their  new  quarters  for  close  upon  a  fortnight,  they 
have  ae  yet  shown  no  signs  of  running  down  Thames- 
wards,  or  moving  up  stream  into  other  folks'  preserves.  It 
is  hoped,  therefore,  that  they  have  taken  kindly  to  their 
fresh  habitat,  and  intend  to  remain.  With  reference  to 
the  rise  of  grannom,  the  commencement  of  it  was  most 
unsatisfactory,  but  on  Saturday  and  Monday  the  fly  was — 
as  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  put  it — op  in  millions.  Trout  were 
not,  however,  taking  any,  and  sport  had  been  disappointing 
and  unremunerative.  Mr.  R.  Bradford  had  some  trout  on 
the  Lamboume,  but  nothing  was  reported  from  the  Uxbridge 
water.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  is  still  forging  ahead  with  his 
Thames  trout  list.  On  Saturday  he  took  his  sLrth  and 
seventh  fish  this  year  (and  he  has  only  been  out  three 
times),  weighing  31b.  8oz.  and  21b.  8oz.  respectively  ;  the 
locus  in  quo  was  his  old  "happy  hunting  grounds."  Mr., 
Evans's  magnificent  Thames  trout  of  91b.  3oz.  is  still 
oneclipeed,  and  will  probably  remain  so  until  the  end  of 
the  season.  Mr.  E.  M.  Mayes  also  got  a  trout  in  the  Thames 
of  41b.  8oz.  Mr.  Geo.  Smith  has  kindly  presented  to  the 
library  a  unique  and  valuable  "  Cloud  Atlas,"  the  work  of 
Mr.  J.  C.  Kennedy.  It  consists  of  a  series  of  oleographs 
depicting  various  phases  of  the  sky  at  or  before  sunset, 
with  explanatory  notes  describing  the  weather  to  be  looked 
for  next  day  from  the  appearance  of  the  clouds.  As  to 
the  partial  renewal  of  prize  competitions  and  the  awarding 
of  gold  medals  for  exhibits  on  Monday  evenings,  the 
matter  has  been  referred  back  to  the  committee  for  further 
consideration.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETT. 
At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  held  at  "  Ye  Olde 
Sainbow  "  tavern,  15,  Fleet-street,  E.G.,  on  Wednesday, 
May  2,  1900,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr,  E.  McFee  in  the  chair,  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  read  and 
confirmed,  the  hon.  sec.  read  a  report  from  the  society's 
agent  at  Southend,  and  also  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  C.  A. 
Payton  (a  vice-president  of  the  society)  at  Calais, 
reporting  that  he  had  taken  since  mid-January  397 
herrings  in  the  dock,  and  further,  that  some  sardines  and 
sprats  are  also  being  taken.  Some  very  interesting 
cuttings  with  reference  to  the  Undersized  Fish  BUI,  now 
before  the  House,  were  read,  and  one  of  the  members 
reported  that  he  had  written  to  his  Member  of 
Parliament  in  the  following  terms:  "  Dear  Sir,— 
I  hope  that  you  will  be  in  your  place  to  support 
the  Fisheries  Bill,  the  second  reading  of  which  is 
an  early  order.  The  terrible  destruction  of  immature 
fish  which  has  been  going  on  unchecked  for  years,  is 
depleting  the  store  and  depriving  nature  of  her  power  of 
reoouperation.  Ample  information  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Fishmongers'  Company,  whose  clerk  (Mr.  Wrench  Towse) 
would,  I  feel  sure,  give  yon  every  assistance  if  you  wish  to 
work  up  the  subject.  The  opposition  is  strong,  but  it  is 
inspired  by  the  trawling  interest,  bent  on  killing  the 

tooee  with  the  golden  eggs.  The  matter  is  one  which 
eals  with  the  food  of  the  people,  and  as  member  for  the 
largest  metropolitan  constituency,  you  are  doubtless  aware 
of  its  importance. — Faithfully  yours,"  and  had  received  the 
following  favourable  reply:  "Dear  Sir, — Yours  of  23rd 
inst.  I  shall  certainly  support  the  Fisheries  Bill. — Yours 
truly."  The  meeting  seemed  to  feel  that  this  was  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  and  it  was  hoped  that  all 
members  would  send  a  letter  to  their  Parliamentary 
Member  asking  him  to  support  the  Bill.  The  hon.  sec. 
announced  that  Mr.  J.  B.  Bates  would  give  his 
demonstrations  on  the  manufacture  of  sea  fishing  tackle 
on  May  Hi,  1900.    Chaelks  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOOIETT. 

At  the  finance  and  general  committees,  held  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  Mr.  C.  F.  F.  Buckingham  occupied  the  chair. 
Arrangements  are  now  (Wednesday)  being  made  for  the 
completion  of  matters  with  the  lessor  of  the  new  water  to 
be  takes  by  the  society  at  Chesham.  Members  who  desire 
to  fish  this  stretch  during  the  present  season  are  invited 
to  subscribe  amounts  not  exceeding  one  guinea  towards 
the  extra  expenses  which  have  been  incurred.  The  com- 
mittee do  not  feel  tbev  can  impose  a  fixed  fee,  as  it  were, 
for  the  privilege  of  fishing  this  water,  or  make  any  altera- 
tion in  the  rate  of  subscriptions  until  the  end  of  the  year, 
■o  it  is  left  to  the  members  to  contribute  what  they  feel 
disposed  up  to  the  amount  named.  Some  half-dozen 
Mparate  guineas  were  promised  before  the  above  arrange- 
ment was  agreed  to,  and  a  further  five  and  a  half  guineas 
were  gnaranteed  last  evening.  It  has  been  reported  that 
a  gentleman  was  fishing  the  above  water  on  Tuesday,  the 
24th  inst.,  before  the  negotiations  with  the  lessor  were 
completed,  or  any  official  announcement  that  the  water  had 
been  taken  by  the  society  was  made.  Apart  from  the 
impudence  of  such  a  proceeding  it  is  regretted  that  any 
uiombcr  should  be  so  oblivious  of  the  interests  of  his  fellow 
nembers  in  the  pursuit  of  his  own  gratification,  as  it  is 
also  regretted  that  his  identity  was  not  established. 
There  were  some  very  fair  reports  of  sport  with  the  fly, 
though  the  weather  experienced  had  proved  cold,  and 
therefore  opposed  to  good  bags.     Mr.  Chasteney  bad 


one  trout  with  the  Alder  at  Chesham,  in  addition  to 
a  couple  of  roach,  one  of  which  weighed  about 
l|lb.,  being  heavy  with  spawn.  Mr.  Eldred  had  some 
sport,  too.  Mr.  Soott,  two  and  a  half  brace,  largest 
fish  15in.  Three  of  these,  thcugh  sizeable,  were  returned. 
Mr.  Gray  reported  taking  a  trout  of  14in. — a  jet  black 
fellow  with  an  indented  face — so  that  was  returned  with  a 
hope  that,  perhaps,  some  other  angler  might  hook  and 
land  it  when  fishing  one  evening  late.  Mr.  Buckingham 
and  Mr.  Gill  were  unable  to  get  sizeable  fish,  but  Mr. 
Powles  West  captured  a  brace — one  fish  of  13in.  and 
another  of  14in.  Mr.  Ohlson,  three  brace  in  two  days, 
all  of  which  were  returned.  I  should  have  remarked  that 
Mr.  Gray  had  a  brace  another  day,  at  Chesham,  of  13in. 
and  14in.  respectively;  also  some  rainbow  trout  from  a 
lake  in  Sussex,  fishing  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Woodrufi,  who 
accompanied  him,  also  took  several  rainbow  trout  with 
the  fly.  Mr.  Emery  had  some  trout,  fishing  in  private 
water,  on  one  day  taking  two  brook  trout  with  the  Alder 
of  21b.  and  Iflb.,  and,  spinning  with  Golden  Devon,  two 
more  of  IJlb.  each ;  another  day  a  brace  of  Iflb.  each, 
with  the  Alder.  Easter  Monday,  at  Broxbourne,  he 
hooked,  but  unfortimately  lost,  a  very  fine  trout,  and  on 
Saturday  last,  at  Chesham,  a  brace — one  sizeable  and  one 
not  sizeable.  Mr,  J.  Martin  Dickins  then  read  a  paper, 
which  was  a  medley;  well,  he  described  it  as  a  "  hotch 
potch  terminating  with  a  photographical  yarn,"  The 
paper  was  mostly  written  in  verse,  and  was 
certainly  very  cleverly  done,  and  I  think  one  of 
the  most  comical  papers  we  have  ever  had  before 
the  society.  It  is  quite  impossible  for  me  to 
quote  from  or  criticise  the  paper,  so  many  subjects  being 
touched  upon  leading  up  to  the  yarn,  which  was  appreciated 
by  those  having^  a  knowledge  of  photography,  and  as 
much  by  those  who  had  not,  Mr.  Dickins  explained  also 
in  verse  that  he  had  been  asked  to  read  a  paper,  but  had 
no  knowledge  of  fish  except  cooked  fish  ;  still,  he  felt  he 
could  do  something  to  amuse,  so  left  the  fish  alone,  and 
wrote  about  everything.  Here  is  an  encouragement  for 
others ;  the  subjects  were  only  touched  upon,  not 
exhausted.  The  meeting  accorded  Mr.  Dickins  a  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  giving  this  paper,  to  which  he 
replied  in  verse.  On  Tuesday,  May  22,  the  Bev,  E. 
Meyer  vrill  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Obsolete  Sport  of 
Angling."  This  will  be  another  enjoyable  evening,  and  I 
make  the  announcement  early  and  often  to  fix  it  on  mem- 
bers' minds.  The  tisual  toasts  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chair  (Mr.  F.  W,  Norman)  brought  a  very  enjoyable 
meeting  to  a  close.  Hon.  Sec. 


ANCHOR   AND    HOPE  ANGLING 
SOCIETT. 

The  twenty-sixth  annual  dinner  of  this  flourishing 
society  was  held  at  the  Thomas  k  Becket,  Old  Kent-road, 
on  April  26,  and  proved  a  most  successful  and  enjoyable 
afiair.  The  chair  was  occupied  b^  Mr.  Thos.  Crumplen 
("  Old  Izaak,"  of  thePeople) ,  president  of  the  club,  with 
Capt.  H.  C.  Nioholls  in  the  vice-chair,  and  the  company 
included,  among  others,  Messrs.  W.  H.  Elsmore  (Central 
Association),  W.  S.  Harding  (President  Social  Bros  A.S.), 
J.  T.  Mackrill  (Host  United  Bros.  A.S.),  W.  Chandler 
and  B.  Shonfield  (New  Albions),  A.  G.  Smith  (S.  Ber- 
mondsey  Piscatorials),  C.  Watkins,  T.  Pope,  H.  and  G. 
MaUett,  F.  Lee,  G.  Hockerday,  F.  Montgomery,  J. 
Farmer,  F.  W.  Martin,  Billie  Taylor,  J.  Groom,  B.  Chadd, 
H.  Palmer,  G.  Freeborn,  D.  Davis,  S.  Rushton,  T.  Pope, 
&c. 

The  dinner  was  served  by  Host  G.  W.  Duck  in  his  best 
style. 

The  Chairman  ably  proposed  the  first  toajst,^  "  The 
Queen  and  Royal  FamUy,"  incidentally  mentioning  the 
fact  of  Her  Majesty  having  abandoned  her  holiday  during 
the  present  anxious  times  ;  also  to  her  splendid  reception 
by  her  Irish  people,  and  to  the  miraculous  and  providential 
escape  of  the  Prince  of  Wales — a  good  sportsman,  and  one 
who  was  never  weary  in  well  doing. 

The  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Prosperity  to  the  Anchor  and 
Hope,"  was  next  submitted  by  the  Chairman,  who  pointed 
out  the  success  of  the  society  was  mainly  due  to  the  hearty 
manner  in  which  all  members  supported  every  movement 
having  as  their  objects  the  benefit  of  the  sport,  i>articnlarly 
the  restocking  of  our  public  rivers,  &c.  The  toast  was 
well  received,  and  the  secretary,  in  reply,  thanked  the 
company  for  their  heartiness,  and  stated  that  the  club  was 
in  a  flourishing  condition ;  their  financial  position  was 
very  sound,  with  a  good  balance  at  the  bank.  The  weight 
of  fish  taken  during  the  past  season  was  above  the  average, 
included  in  which  were  many  specimen  trout,  roach,  dace, 
bream,  &c.  There  had  been  monthly  outings  to  various 
parts  of  Kent,  Surrey,  Sussex,  Essex,  and  Saffolk,  and  if 
the  fish  were  not  always  on  the  feed,  they  at  least  had  the 
enjoyment  of  a  healthful  trip  in  the  country  at  reduced 
fares.  Their  membership  had  increased,  and  there  was 
every  prospect  of  another  successful  season  in  store  for 
them.  The  prizes  taken  by  successful  members  during  the 
season  would  be  distributed  on  Wednesday,  May  9. 

Mr,  A-  G.  Smith,  in  a  very  able  speech,  next  proposed 
the  toast  of  the  Central  Board  and  kindred  societies, 
referring  to  the  good  work  performed  at  a  very  small 
cost,  which  included  the  rental  of  some  of  the  finest  private 
fisheries  for  members,  cheap  railway  concessions  on  all 
railways,  also  work  for  the  Anglers  Benevolent  and 
Oonvafescent  Home  funds. 

Mr.  W.  E,  Elsmobe  briefly  responded,  and  retained 
thanks  for  having  coupled  bis  name  with  the  toast. 

The  next  toast,  "Our  President,"  was  given  by  Capt, 
H.  C.  NiriioLLB,  who  referred  to  the  noble  and  constant 
work  performed  by  the  chairman  for  very  many  years  in 
the  interest  of  all  anglers,  and  was  certain  there  was  no 
man  so  well  respected,  and  bad  earned  the  gratitude  of  the 
whole  body  in  London,  His  genial  and  generous  support 
given  to  the  club  was  one  of  the  secrets  of  its  success. 


The  toa>Bt  was  enthusiastically  received  with  mnsioal 
honours. 

Mr.  CBUHPLBN,in  reply,  thanked  the  company  for  their 
flattering  reception.  He  was  proud  of  being  connected 
with  such  a  good  and  genuine  body  of  sportimen,  being 
glad  that  his  efforts,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  H.  L.  W. 
Lawson  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins,  had  been  successful  in 
persuading  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and  City  Companies  to 
agree  to  the  removal  of  the  swans  and  ducks  from-  the 
river  Thames  during  the  remainder  of  the  fence  months, 
the  expense  being  undertaken  by  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society.  He  was  certain  they  would  agree 
with  him  that  it  was  of  little  use  a  wise  and  beneficent 
law  like  the  Mundella  Act,  which  compelled  anglers  to  lay 
aside  their  rods  for  three  months,  being  carried  out  if  the 
swans  were  permitted  to  remain  on  the  river,  causing 
immense  destruction  to  the  small  fry. 

Prizes  were  ofiered  for  the  ensuing  season  by  Messrs. 
W.  F.  Grimmett,  J.  W.  Simpson,  H.  Mallett.  H,  C. 
Nicholla,  F.  Martin,  F.  W,  Hoadly.  6.  W.  Duck,  R. 
Chadd,  H.  Hamilton,  C.  Watkins, W.  S.Harding,  F.  Lee, 
T.  Pope.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  B.  Booth,  J.  Farmer,  J.  Jones, 
BiUie  Taylor,  J.  Groom,  E.  Cooper,  A.  Smith,  W. 
Musgrave,  W.  Chandler,  A.  Shonfield,  H.  Mallett,  jan., 
J.  Levein,  J.  Mackrill,  and  A.  G.  Smith. 

A  capital  programme  was  carried  out  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  C.  Cannar,  contributed  to  by  Mr.  G.  W. 
Roberts,  Messrs.  G.  Arrow,  H.  Payne,  S.  Jackson,  Will 
Musgrave,  A.  Crooks,  Taylor,  and  C.  Steel.  Mr.  BegoUo 
gave  a  performance  entitled  "  Under  the  Hat,"  and  the 
proceedings  terminated  with  all  joining  in  singing  "  God 
Save  the  Queen." 

It  goes  without  saying  that  the  lantern  lecture  by  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade  was  heartily  received  and  vociferously 
applauded.   


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETT. 
A  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  at  the  Sun 
Hotel  on  Monday.  Mr.  T'.  Lyne  presided.  Mr.  John 
Durham,  of  Surbiton,  was  elected  a  member.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wheeley  proposed  that  Dr.  Curling  Hope,  of  Guildford, 
be  a  member.  Mr.  Amphlett  seoonded.  The  name  was 
placed  on  the  board  in  the  usual  way.  It  was  decided 
that  Messrs.  R.  O.  Atcherley  and  L.  E.  Helder — two 
members  who  are  now  Volunteers  in  South  Africa — 
should  have  the  full  privileges  of  the  club  without  their 
subscriptions  being  paid.  Mr.  E.  Sellond  presented  the 
society  with  a  scale  map  of  the  private  water,  and  received 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  the  same.  Mr.  Amphlett 
proposed  that  copies  of  the  map  (reduced)  be  printed  and 
sent  to  each  member.  This  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  G.  H.  C. 
Lowe  gave  notice  that  at  the  next  ordinary  meeting  he 
would  move  the  following  resolution  :  "  That  no^entieman 
residing  in  Cobham  shall  be  eligible  for  election  to  the 
society."    Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill  wUl  second. 


WIMBLEDON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETT, 
Tee  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on 
Tuesday  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Mr,  F.  J.  Bovie 
presiding.  The  principal  officers  elected  were :  President, 
Mr.  Walter  Dowson,  8.C.C. ;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  H.  A. 
Rolt ;  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  S.  Peskett;  assistant  8ecretu7, 
Mr.  P.  J.  Bovie.  The  report  for  the  past  season,  which 
was  adopted,  states  that  the  silver  cup — the  third  of  the 
kind — given  by  the  society,  was  won  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt, 
other  prominent  prize  takers  being  Messrs.  H.  J. 
Lawrence,  F.  J.  Bovie,  R.  Howden,  W.  Bishop, 
W.  C.  Pain,  C.  Pain,  F.  Salkeld,  and  W.  Marlow. 
The  amount  given  in  prizes,  exclusive  of  articles  in  kind, 
was  £16  18s.  against  £17  lOs.  2d.  kst  year.  The 
committee  record  the  capture  of  some  good  fish,  the 
following  members  especially  distinguishing  themselves  in 
this  direction:  Messrs.  H.  A.  Rolt,  barbel  (Wey), 
51b.  4oz.,  grayling  (Kennet),  lib.  8oz.,  roach  (Colne), 
lib.  4ioz.,  and  chub  (Wey),  2lb.  8Joz. ;  Mr.  H.  J. 
Lawrence,  chub  (Wey),  31b.  8oz.,  pike  (Wey),  51b.  12oz., 
roach  (Wey),  lib.  loz. ;  Mr.  F.  J.  Bovie,  roach,  lib. 
(Thames) ;  Mr.  Balderstone,  perch  (Thames),  lib.  7oz. ; 
Mr.  R,  Howden,  bream  (Wey),  41b.  loz.,  41b.,  and 
31b.  12oz. ;  Mr,  W.  Bishop,  perch  (Wey),  lib,  8oz, ;  and 
Mr.  W.  C.  Pain,  roach  (Wey),  lib.  loz.  It  was  decided  to 
offer  a  fourth  silver  cup  for  competition  during  the  ooming 
angling  year.    Hon.  Sec. 


A  DAT  WITH  FLORIDA  KINGFISH. 
We  had  been  laying  oS  to  go  kingfishing  all  winter,  but 
one  thing  or  another  prevented.  Last  week  an  old-time 
friend  from  the  North  happening  along  on  the  final 
wind-up  of  his  once-in-a-lifetime  trip,  we  resolved  to 
go  anyhow,  and  show  him  that  Florida  fishing  is  not  all 
on  paper.  Accordingly,  the  next  a.m.,  with  fair  wind  and 
tide,  and  a  rousing  breeze  from  the  north-west,  we  left 
the  wharf  at  Miami  in  the  snug  little  schooner  Bosina, 
bound  for  the  fishing  grounds  off  the  reef,  between  Cape 
Florida  and  Fowey  Rocks  Light. 

Getting  into  deeper  water  opposite  Bears  Cut,  we  put 
out  the  lines  for  Spanish  mackerel,  but  with  little  suooess, 
though  there  has  been  lively  sport  trolling  for  the  speckled 
beauties  all  winter.  A  delightful  sail  of  an  hour  and  we 
run  out  the  Cormorant  Channel,  between  the  long  lines  of 
black  and  red  buoys  that  mark  the  entrance  into  Biscayne 
Bay,  over  the  bar  and  out  onto  the  ocean,  where  the 
bright  green  rollers  warn  a  man  to  get  his  sea  legs  in 
proper  working  order. 

Now  for  his  nibs,  the  kingfisb,  who  run  in  schools,  and 
are  always  ready  for  business.  A  3-lOin.  cotton  line  50yds. 
long  is  the  proper  thing,  with  largest  size  hook  and  heavy 
oopper  wire  leader.  A  piece  of  red  and  white  flannel 
or  large  trolling  scjuid  is  all  the  bait  necessary.  This 
fishing  with  a  hand  line  may  not  meet  with  the  approval 
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of  yoar  soientifio  angler,  but  with  all  the  snrroandings, 
a  jomping  schooner,  tearing  through  the  green  seas, 
the  balmy  air  and  blue  skj  that  are  ever  typical 
of  Florida,  and  the  voracious  kingfish,  constantly 
striking  at  your  bait,  and  frequently  jumping  6ft.  to  10ft. 
into  the  air,  makes  sport  enough  for  most  any  man. 
One  well-known  fisherman,  ex-resident  of  the_  White 
Honse,  who  fishes  here,  prefers  to  take  them  with  reel 
and  tarpon  tackle,  and  some  royal  sport  he  has  of  it. 

Your  patient  and  enthusiastic  tarpon  hunter  may  fish 
for  days  and  never  get  a  Btrike,  but  for  the  man  who 
wants  spott  and  lots  of  it,  let  him  try  the  kingfish  off 
the  Florida  Keys. 

But  to  get  back  to  my  narrative.  We  take  the  dinghy  on 
board  and  get  out  the  lines,  and  no  sooner  overboird  when 
the  bait  is  eagerly  snapped  up,  and  now  the  fun  begins. 
The  kingSsh  behave  much  after  the  fashion  of  their  larger 
neighbour,  jumping  high  in  the  air,  in  an  endeavour  to 
shake  out  the  hook. 

It~wa8  worth  going  100  miles  to  see  our  friend  B.  enjoy 
tiie  sport.  Seated  flat  on  the  deck,  with  his  feet  braced 
against  the  taffrail,  and  shouting  like  a  schoolboy,  he 
would  fight  it  out,  hand  over  hand,  with  these  savage 
beauties,  regardless  of  blistered  hands,  and  finally  bringing 
his  prize  alongside.  Nor  was  the  lady  of  the  party  far 
behind,  for  she  pluckily  hooked  and  brought  to  rail  the 
largest  fish  caught,  which  palled  the  spring  balance  down 
to  28Ib. 

Well,  we  trolled  for  four  hours,  standing  out  to  sea  for 
a  mile  or  so,  then  back  in  shore,  hooking  and  losing  many 
more  than  we  landed,  until  all  hands  were  willing  to  cry 
enough.  The  total  day's  catch  footed  up  nineteen  fish, 
ranging  in  weight  from  151b.  to  281b. — a  total  of  nearly 
4001b.,  enough  to  satisfy  any  reasonable  man.  Our 
otherwise  perfect  day  was  slightly  marred  by  a  dead 
calm,  when  four  mUes  from  home,  but  our  clever  captain 
promptly  got  out  his  lantern  and  dinghy,  and  famished  a 
white  ash  breeze,  which  soon  landed  us  alongside  the 
wharf. 

Of  all  the  souvenirs  which  our  friend  took  back  north 
with  him,  I  doubt  if  there  is  any  which  he  prizes  more 
than  the  photograph  of  that  catch  of  kingfish  from 
Biscayne  Bay. — Cameeamblee  (in  Forest  and  Stream), 


^oies  from  t^c  ^orfi^. 

Had  a  sadden  thaw  set  in  instead  of  the  graduil  fresh 
which  has  been  experienced  dariua;  the  past  few  weeks, 
the  flood  over  the  north  of  Scotland  would  have  been 
Qnpr;cedented.  As  it  is  the  rivers  have  run  high,  and  will 
continue  to  do  so  for  some  time  to  come — in  fact,  all  the 
summer,   


This  is  on  account  of  the  vast  quantities  of  snow, 
accumulations  of  no  less  than  a  dozen  well-defined  storms 
since  the  winter  set  in  last  December.  It  is  remarked  by 
fishermen  that  there  is  always  a  good  salmon  season  after 
a  severe  winter,  and  vice  versA. 

The  worst  of  the  present  floods  is  that  they  are  so 
unsteady.  The  water  will  rise  towards  evening  and  fall 
again  towards  moiniog,  so  that  the  pools  are  never  at  rest, 
and  the  fish  consequently  off  the  rise.  There  has  also 
b«en  a  considerable  falling  off  in  the  numbers  of  salmon 
seeking  the  fresh  waters  on  account  of  their  abnormally 
low  temperature.  ____ 

Lidj  G«orge  Gordon-Lennox  has  just  rented  the 
Pitcantle  loch  and  river  fishings  from  Lord  Bimam  on 
Strathtay,  and  is  getting  good  sport.  Her  ladyship  came 
down  there  the  week  before  last. 

The  members  of  the  Brechin  Angling  Club  held  their  first 
competition  last  week  on  the  North  and  South  Bsks  and 
tributaries.  The  baskets  were  light,  but  a  goodly  number 
of  nice-conditioned  trout  were,  however,  got,  the  heaviest 
weighing  31b.  loz.,  by  that  veteran  trout  slayer,  Mr.  D.  K. 
Smart.  Mr.  D.  Robertson  had  the  heaviest  basket, 
101b.  3oz.   


Clnny  Castle,  the  ancestral  heme  of  Clnny  McPherson, 
has^  just  been  let  to  Sir  John  SheUey  for  the  salmon 
fishing  and  shooting  season.  For  the  past  two  years  the 
chief  of  the  Maophersons  has  himself  occupied  the  castle. 


Mr.  Senior's  remarks  at  the  Gresham  Club's  dinner 
anent  the  composition  of  the  Royal  Commission  not  con- 
taining a  single  representative  of  the  angling  interest  has 
been  freely  quoted  in  the  North,  and  has  caused  con- 
siderable dissatisfaction  with  the  Commission,  the 
personnel  of  which  was  not  till  now  so  well  known.  Lord 
Elgin  in  his  younger  days  had  s.  penchant  for  angling,  but 
perhaps  his  lordship  wonld  be  the  first  to  resent  the 
oattery  of  being  daubed  an  expert. 

A  monster  cod  was  landed  at  Aberdeen  last  week.  It 
measured  4ft.  7in.  in  length,  3ft.  in  girth,  and  weighed 
601b.   Its  head  measured  IS^in. 

The  hatchery  on  the  Ytban  near  the  village  of  Ellon  is 
doing  well.  The  ova  have  all  hatched  out,  the  first  batch 
in  105  days,  the  second  in  101,  and  the  third  in  98. 
The  alevins  are  in  a  very  healthy  state. 

Large  salmon  flies,  such  as  are  used  in  the  month  of 
February,  are  the  retching  lures  on  the  Dee,  which  is 
altogether  too  big  and  unsteady  for  sport. 


Some  waters  are  doing  remarkably  well,  such  as  the 
Ballogie,  where  the  Hon.  Chas.  Fitzwilliam  and  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  0.  Fitzwilliam  shared  a  joint  bag  of  twenty-one 
salmon  last  week,  scaling  from  61b.  to  lOlb. 

The  Loch  Leven  anglers  are  now  getting  something  like 
good  sport,  and  the  average  basket  last  week  rose  31b.  or 
so  over  any  of  the  previous  ones.  The  want  of  wind 
prevented  even  heavier  creels  being  made,  the  weather 
beirg  too  genial  for  the  best  of  sport. 

Last  week  an  angler  on  the  Deveron  hooked  and  broke 
with  a  sea  trout.  Some  short  time  after  another  angler 
a  good  bit  farther  down  hooked,  ran,  and  landed  the  same 
fellow  with  the  tackle  in  his  jaw.    He  weighed  about  lib. 


The  marine  hatchery  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Fulton, 
of  the  Scientific  Investigations  Department,  is  turning  out 
about  1,000,000  plaice  alevius  daily.  They  are  trans- 
ported to  Lech  Fyne  in  carboys,  which  are  found  to  be 
the  best  form  of  tank  for  conveying  live  fish  long  distances 
yet  discovered.  Special  Scotch. 


(provincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  was 
held  at  the  Council  House,  Birmingham,  on  Thursday, 
April  26,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Band. 
The  meeting  upon  this  occasion  was  fully  attended.  The 
superintendent  water  bailiff  reported  that  not  much  had 
been  done  so  far  with  the  trout  fishing,  owing  to  the  cold 
weather,  and  the  fish  that  had  been  taken  were  in  a  poor 
condition,  and  that  pike  were  still  on  the  increase.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  there  has  been  a  marked  falling  off  of 
the  sale  of  trout  licences  this  year,  but  the  board  hope  to 
some  extent  to  remedy  this  before  the  season  closes.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  expectations  of  the  board  will  be 
realised,  as  I  have  been  informed  that  the  item  is  a  con- 
siderable snm,  and  close  upon  £70.  The  chairman,  in  his 
remarks,  said  that  ever  since  questions  of  fisheries  super- 
vision had  passed  from  the  Home  Office  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  the  fisheries  had  declined  and  decreased. 
He  thought  it  ought  to  be  brought  before  the 
new  Boyal  Commission  that  the  delay  and  the  method 
of  management  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was  one  of  the 
great  causes  why  people  had  become  disgusted  and  took 
so  little  interest  in  fishing.  The  question  of  river  pollu- 
tion should  also  receive  the  attention  of  the  Commission, 
as  nine  dead  salmon  had  been  found  on  the  river  bank 
below  Gloncester,  It  was  stated  that  the  cause  of  this 
was  the  sewage  from  the  latter  place  being  emptied  into 
the  river,  and  inquiries  would  be  made  into  this  important 
matter.  Mr.  Bund  alluded  to  the  conditions  under  which 
clubs  would  be  allowed  to  fish  contests  without  taking  out 
a  licence  for  each  of  the  members.  This  matter  was  con- 
sidered at  some  length,  when  it  was  decided  to  allow  clubs 
to  fish  contests  upon  the  payment  of  3d.  per  head  for  all 
members  taking  part  in  these  competitions  who  are  not  in 
possession  of  a  trout  licence.  Mr.  T.  Coles,  the  president 
of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association,  was  elected  by  the 
board  to  attend  before  the  new  Royal  Commission  to 
speak  and  give  evidence  upon  the  requirements  of  the 
coarse  fish  anglers,  and  Mr.  J.  Williams,  the  secretary 
of  the  Shrewsbury  Association,  was  elected  to  attend 
before  the  same  body  on  behalf  of  the  trout  fishermen. 
Mr.  Spiers,  of  the  Railway  Tavern,  DeSord,  gave  me  a 
call_  last  week  to  give  me  a  few  particulars  as  to  what 
fishing  he  had  at  his  disposal.  I  mentioned  in  my  notes 
some  few  weeks  ago  that  some  of  the  fishing  would  be 
closed  in  this  neighbourhood,  but  I  am  now  pleased  to 
state  that  Mr.  Spiers  has  acquired  the  rights  of  certain 
parts  of  the  Avon  again  from  Lord  Coventry's  agent,  and 
that  he  will,  when  the  season  opens,  be  able  to  find  water 
for  clubs  who  wish  to  fish  contests  on  Sundays  or  week 
days.  He  also  informs  me  that  he  has  obtained  a  fourteen 
years  lease  upon  his  house,  and  that  he  intends  making 
such  alterations  that  wiU  be  conducive  to  the  comforts 
of  those  anglers  who  give  him  their  pitronage.  We  have 
had  some  very  nice  weather  lately,  which  should  to  a 
great  extent  benefit  the  trout  fishing,  but  up  to  the  present 
very  little  has  been  done  on  any  of  the  waters  near  to 
Birmingham,  although  all  the  midland  streams  are  in 
excellent  condition.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the 
Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  contest  and  excursion. 
Three  places  have  been  selected,  but  from  what  I  know 
up  to  the  present,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
Wilmcote  will  be  the  selected  place. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Trout  fishing  in  this  district  has  not  been  pursued  with 
very  much  success  during  the  past  week,  chiefly  owing  to 
the  changeable  weather  experienced,  and  the  easterly  wind 
of  the  past  few  days  has  been  very  detrimental  to  sport ; 
but,  as  both  the  river  Hull  and  tributaries  are  in  first-olass 
condition  for  either  fly  or  minnow  fishing,  with  more  genial 
weather  sport  should  be  good.  A  few  nice  fish  have  been 
taken  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river,  and  in  the  tidal 
waters,  which  are  now  a  very  nice  colour  for  bait  fishing, 
several  plump  little  fish  have  been  taken  with  worm,  but, 
being  under  the  recognised  measurement,  were  returned 
to  the  water  again,  although  odd  trout  of  about  lib.  each 
have  been  met  with  in  the  Arram  and  Wilfholme  districts. 
At  the  early  part  of  the  week  worm  fishing  for  flounders 
and  eals  in  the  Hull  Bridge  and  Grovehill  districts  was 
very  good,  and  catches  of  from  twenty  to  forty  fish  each 
were  made.    Mr.  H.  Shepherd  secured  no  lees  than 


about  fifty  fish  at  one  sitting,  Mr.  L,  Ewbank,  of  the 
Hull  Ramblers'  Angling  Society,  had  a  good  sample  from 
the  Pumping  Station  stretch  ;  and  below  the  Weekend  a 
Beverley  angler  secured  a  nic3  lot  of  fish,  some  of  them 
weighing  from  8az,  to  O^oz,  each ;  the  same  angler  has 
also  taken  fish  up  to  l^lb.  each  in  the  Wawne  district,  and 
in  this  district,  and  at  Dunswell,  some  very  large  trout 
are  on  the  move.  The  first  big  event  from  Hull  takes 
place  at  Dunswell  to-day  (Saturday),  viz  :  The  V^ictoria 
Angling  Society's  ma^oh,open  to  all  comers ;  the  draw  will 
commence  at  three  o'clock,  and  the  waters  being  Ih  very 
fair  order  no  doubt  some  fair  oitches  of  fish  will  be  made, 
providing  the  weather  be  anything  like  favourablo.  The 
Tigress  Anuling  Society  fish  their  second  match  of  the 
season  at  Broomfleet,  on  the  M-irket  Weighton  Canal,  on 
May  (i.  The  Drillield  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society  have 
introduced  about  I-'jO  mature  flounders  into  the  Driffield 
Navigation  of  the  river  Hull,  near  to  the  Whinhill  Lock, 
and  as  the  waters  are  very  suitable  for  this  class  of  fish, 
no  doubt  they  will  thrive  well,  for  I  have  myself  caught 
odd  ones  in  the  Brigham  district  that  weighed  from  8oz, 
to  lib.  each,  proving  that  these  fish  thrive  well,  even 
several  mUes  away  from  the  salt  waters.  I  much  regret 
to  have  to  announce  the  death  of  one  of  our  much 
respected  local  anglers,  Mr.  John  West,  late  secretary  of 
the  Hull  City  A.A.,  and  who  acted  as  secretary  to  the 
River  Hull  Angling  Association  for  a  number  of  years. 
His  genial  face  and  kindly  word  will  be  much  missed  by  a 
wide  circle  of  angling  friends.  The  Holderness  drains 
are  now  providing  our  local  anglers  with  very  fair  sport 
amongst  tioanders  and  eels.  The  Prince  of  Wales  Angling 
Society  opened  their  season  at  Patrington  on  the  Wine- 
stead  Drain,  and  did  very  well  considering  that  the  weather 
was  anything  but  favourable,  for  Mr,  G.  Kennington 
secured  21b.  8|oz.  for  first  prize ;  Mr.  J,  Fairfield, 
21b.  4Joz.,  second;  and  Mr.  T.  Fairfield,  lib.  13oz  ,  third. 
The  other  winners  had  very  fair  catcties.  The  Hull  Town 
A.S,  opened  their  season  at  the  same  place,  but  did  not 
do  quite  so  well,  although  a  quantity  of  fish  were 
caught  amongst  them.  Messrs,  S,  Clarkson  and  W.  J. 
Thompson  ran  a  dead  heat  for  first  and  second  prizes 
with  lib.  6oz.  each,  being  very  closely  followed  by 
Mr.  C.  Coleman  with  lib.  5foz,  for  third  place ;  tut, 
perhaps,  the  best  individual  catch  at  these  early  matches 
was  made  by  Mr.  Frank  Carle,  who  took  the  first  prize  in 
the  Albion  Angling  Association's  match  with  3lb.  8oz., 
Messrs.  G.  Green  and  J.  Jennison  taking  the  next  two 
with  lib.  2|oz.  and  lib,  5Joz,  respectively.  The  Pro- 
gressive A.S,  also  fished  at  the  same  place,  Messrs.  W. 
Hague,  J,  Haughey,  and  J.  Pawson  taking  first  three 
honours ;  and  at  the  County  Association's  match  at  the 
same  place  Mr,  J.  M.  Render  was  awarded  first  prize  with 
lib.  9i3z  ,  Messrs.  H.  Render  and  T.  Eaglind  taking 
the  other  two ;  whilst  Messrs.  Holds  vorth  and  Midgley's 
Club  visited  Hedon,  and  fished  their  first  match  on  the 
Borstwick  Drain,  but  sport  was  not  nearly  so  good  here  as 
at  Patrington,  Mr,  T.  F,  Porter  taking  the  first  prize  with 
a  little  under  lib,  Messrs.  J.  W.  Simmonds  and  W. 
Whitehead  took  the  next  two  prizes. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
Although  our  rivers  appear  to  be  in  fair  angling  trim, 
there  is  an  absence  of  good  reports  of  sport  obtained  that 
is  a  trifle  puzzling.  The  Wyre,  for  instance,  has  been  in 
fair  order  for  some  time,  and  although  the  rise  is  good  in 
the  morning  and  after  5  p.m. ,  few  fly  fishers  have  been 
seen  in  the  Garstang  district.  In  the  lower  reaches 
better  sport  is  reported,  and  catches  of  three  brace  to  six 
brace  made  with  the  March  Brown,  Dark  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Iron  Blue  Dun,  and  a  few  fancy  flies.  The  Lone 
is  another  river  with  a  reported  good  fly  water,  yet 
catches  have  been  exceedingly  small.  The  board  of  con- 
servators for  this  river  have  appointed  representatives  to 
attend  and  give  evidence  before  the  Royil  Commission  on 
the  qHestions  of  pollution,  abstraction  of  water,  and  over- 
netting.  They  have  obtained  the  permission  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  issue  general  licences  at  a  reduced 
price.  The  Ribble  is  in  good  order,  and  the  fish 
are  reported  as  rising  freely  all  day,  yet  still  catches 
are  small.  On  this  water  the  "early  flies"  are  still 
advised  as  the  best.  The  Wigan  and  District  Amalgamated 
Anglers'  Association  announce  June  30  as  the  date  of  their 
open  All-England  match  at  Worsley.  The  draw  will  take 
place  at  four  o'clock,  and  the  same  ground  as  last  year  wiU 
be  marked  out,  and  £10  offered  in  cash  prizes.  Tiu's  event 
is  rather  earlier  than  usual,  and  being  so  near  the  opening 
of  the  season  should  attract  a  good  entry.  At  present  it 
looks  a  very  good  arrangement.  Many  of  the  Warrington 
anglers  have  been  paying  a  visit  to  the  Gowy,  but  not  with 
very  good  results.  Mr.  S.  Gilbert  took  four  trout 
(heaviest  fib.),  and  Mr.  E.  Thomas  one  of  lOoz.  Other 
fishing  in  the  tidal  portion  has  been  off  for  some  time.  The 
officials  are  sparing  no  efforts  to  induce  the  members  to 
protect  the  property  over  which  they  pass  whilst  fishing, 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  so  far  no  complaints  have 
been  made  of  any  damage  done  to  land,  hedges,  or  crops. 
From  Liverpool  as  usual  there  are  reports  indicating 
plenty  of  life.  The  Nelson  Angling  Society  decided  a 
match  at  Raby  on  April  29,  and  they  contemplate  pro- 
moting a  big  event  open  to  all  Lancashire  and  Cheshire. 
The  West  Derby  Angling  Club  have  decided  to  turn  out  for 
the  first  time  during  the  present  month .  The  Central  Angling 
Association  and  the  Edgehill  Angling  Association  have 
both  been  busy  with  social  events.  At  the  latter  7s.  6d. 
was  earned  by  a  little  girl  of  nine  for  our  sympathetic  war 
fund. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 
Owing  to  the  remarkable  variation  of  the  climatic  con° 
ditions  there  is  a  good  deal  of  fluctuation  in  trout  fishing. 
A  few  days  of  warm  weather  and  the  fish  are  pretty  active, 
then  a  period  of  cold,  with  sharp  night  frosts,  and  the 
sport  is  decidedly  "  off."  Such  is  what  we  have  lately 
experienced.   Up  to  the  present  the  conditions  have  not 
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OGDEN  AND  SCOTFORD, 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Anglers,  Fly  Dressers,  and  Manufacturers  of  First-class  Rods  and  Tackle.  Original  Makers  of  the 
Multum-in-Par\ro  Trout  Eod  in  Greenheart,  Blue  Mahoe,  and  Built  Cane. 
O.  and  S.  have  a  very  large  and  varied  assortment  of  all  the  well-known  patterns  in  MAY  FLIES. 


The  Lightest  Eods  in  use.   Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz. 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d.  cash^oW. 

lift.,  snaka  ringB,  winch    fittings,  lancewood 
top,  bag ;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle.  Is.  extra. 
"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.   Wonld  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it." — ilarston,  Fishtno  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  12oz. ,  pries 
«B.  4d..  lOift. ;  68.  lOd.,  lift. ;  carriage  id. 

BABGAIir. 

Finest  Undrawn  OUT,  Beflna,  as  fine  a  2x 
Drawn,  first  quality,  20in.,  3/6  WO;  Befina,  next 
finest,  21iin.,  2/11 ;  23in.,  3/5  per  100.  Only  small 
lot   Be  in  time. 

BOO  T  H, 

FISHING  GUT  MERCHANT,  HULL. 


REDUCTION  in  PRICE  from  4/-  to  2/-. 

Price  Tivo  Shillings.  Post  Free. 

The  FLY-FISHER'S 
REGISTER 

Of  Date,  Place,  Time  Engaged  Fishing,  Natural 
Flies  on  Water,  Time  of  Bise,  Wind  and 
Weather,  Artificial  Flies  Used,  Number  and  kind 
of  Fish  Taken,  Weight  of  Each  Fish,  Total 
Weight,  &c.   (Two  Hundred  Days.) 

Arranged  by  W.  H.  POPE. 

Published  bt 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  i  CO.,  Ltd.. 

Proprietors  of  the  "Fishing  Gazette," 
ST,  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  LONDON,  E.G. 


ALL  WHO  WISH  TO  KNOW 

WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 

Should  send  Is.  8d.  in  stamps  to 
Sampson  Low,  Mabston  &  Co.,  Ld.,  St. 
Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
for  a  copy  of  the 

ANGLER'S  DIARY  for  1900. 

Which  contains  information  on  the  following 
Bubjeots : — Names  and  particulars  of  Fishing 
Stations  in  the  United  Kinodom,  Africa, 
America,  Asia,  Europe,  Australasia,  &c.  the 
OtosE  Seasons  and  Cost  of  Eod  Liuencbb  in  the 
United  Kingdom;  Pages  in  Diary  form,  for 
entering  takes  of  fish,  &c.  Ac, 

London : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MABSTON  and  CO.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 


NOW  EEADY.-MAY,  1900,  NUMBER  of 

SCRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

THE  FINEST  ILLUSTRATED  MAGAZINE  OF  THE  DAY. 
Price  One  Shilling. 


CONTENTS  : 

"OLIVEB  CEOMWELL")  by 


DRAWING  (TO  ACCOMPANY 
F.  C.  Yohn  

SOME  PICTURESQUE  SIDES  OF  THE  EXPOSITION  .• 

AN  AETIST'S  IMPRESSIONS.    With  the  author's  drawings. 

OlIVEE  CROMWELL   

v.  — THE  COMMONWEALTH  AND  PEOTECTOEATE. 
Illustrated  with  original  drawings  by  F.  C.  Yohn,  Seymour 
Lucas,  E.  C.  Peixotto,  Claude  A.  Shepperson,  Frank  Craig, 
and  with  portraits,  &c. 

RAPID  TRANSIT  IN  NEW  YORK   

lUustiations  drawn  by  Jules  Gudriu  from  the  official  plans. 

EGG  ISLAND  

A  Story.   Illustration  by  Qeorge  Gibbs. 

THE  LODE  STAR   ...   

A  Sonnet. 

THE  INTERMEDIATE  STAGE  OF  THE  BOER  WAR  •• 

Illustrated  with  the  author's  photographs. 

WORK     

A  Poem. 

TOMMT  AND  GRIZEL.  CHAPTERS  XIV.-XVII  

Pull-page  illustration  by  Bernard  Partridge. 

CRIPPLE  CREEK  

Illustrations  drawn  from  photographs  by  Jules  Querin,  0.  S. 
Chapman,  and  Miss  Louise  L.  Heustis. 

ON  SEEING  VEDDER'S  "PLEIADES"  

A  Sonnet. 

BALZAC  

THE  PRINCESS  ROYAL   

An  O'Connor  Story. 

THE  FIRST  WOOD-THRUSHES   

A  Sonnet. 

THE  POINT  OF  VIEW. 

THE  GBAMMAE  OF  THE  GREAT— THE  AFFECTATION 
OF  SIMPLICITY. 

THE  FIELD  OF  ART. 

"FORMAL  GARDENS"  AND  SMALL  PARKS  (Montgomery 
Schuyler).  Illustrated. 


Frontispiece. 

E.  C.  Peixotto. 

THBODOEE  ROOgEVKW. 


Wm.  Barclay  Parsons. 
{Chief  Engineer  Rapid  Transit 

Commission.) 
ADiLE  Marie  Shaw. 

Mary  E.  Wilkiks. 

H.  J.  Whigham. 

Edward  S.  Maktin. 

J.  M.  Barbie. 

Francis  Lynde. 

Edwin  Mabkham. 

Geobse  McLean  Harper. 
William  Maynadieb  Bbowne 

J.  Russell  Taylor. 


ORDER   THROUGH   ANY  BOOKSELLER. 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  SL  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C, 


CLOTH  BINDma  CASES  FOR  THE  "  FISHING  QAZETTE  " 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  TH 

PUBLISHING    OFFICE,    BREAM'S    BUILDINGS,  E.C. 

Price  as.  6d.         Post  Free  Js.  Qd. 


ESTABLISHED  1879. 

THE 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Soclet 

Supported  by  Voluntary  Contributions 

COMMITTEE  ROOMS: 

Club  Union  Buildings,  Clerkenwell  Rd.,  E 
(Adjoining  Holborn  Town  Hall). 


President— R.  B.  MARSTON  (Fishing  GazeH 

Vice-Presidents  : 
P.  GEEN  (President  AnBlers'  Association  of  Loud 
and  Provincial  Anfriing  Societies] . 

C.  A.  MEDCALP  (President  Central  Aasoclatio 
London  Anglingr  Cluba). 

COMMITTEE  : 

W.  BLACK,  Nortli  London  Angling 

E.  BROCKETT.  Original  Alexandra 
B.  CLARKE.  AUaaon  United 
J.  W.  HARRIS.  Jubilee 
W.  FORD,  Walthamstow  Brothers 
J.  GIBBONS,  Royal  George 
G.  HAYNES,  Amicable  Brothers 

B.  HUNT.  Clisaold 
I.  l^EVIEN,  Friendship 
S.  MALBY,  Dalston 
G.  MEREY,  Amicable  Waltonlans 

C.  NEAL.  Foley 

B.  NEWBOLD,  Convivial 

F.  NEWTON,  Hoxton  Brothers 

G.  NORRIS,  Crown  and  Buoltland 
F.  BENN,  Wenlock 

J.  SMITH.  Bermondisey  Brothers  „ 
F.  THORLING,  St.  John's 
F,  VANHEGAN,  Funny  Folks 

C.  WATLING,  Great  Northern  Brothers 
W.  J.  WADE,  Anchor  and  Hope 

Treasurer— P.  OEBN. 

TRCSTBBS— G.  MANNING,  G.  H.  FIELD,  R.  MURP 

Steward— G.  H.  field. 

Chartered  acoocntant— francis  h.  tod 

General  Secretart— R.  GHURNEY,  lie,  Murr 
street.  New  Nortfi-road,  N. 

Anglers  holding  Privilege  Tickets  from  th 
Anglers'  or  Central  Associations  are  eligible  for 
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Members,  £1  Is. 

The  Committee  meet  on  the  Second  and 
Fonrth  Fridays  in  each  Month. 
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HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 
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Bound  in  oloth. 
May  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers. 


Price  6/6  each ;  post  free,  7/3. 
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Sampson  Low,  Mabston  &  Co ,  Ltd. 
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For  the  Past  History  of  the  NAVAL  BRIGADE  see 

Our  Navy  for  a  Thousand  Years 

By  Captain  S.  EARDLEY-WILIYIOT,  R-N. 

With  2S  Illustrations.       Second  Edition.      Crown  8vo.,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

"  Should  become,  kh  it  deserves  to  bo,  the  popular  book  of  the  Navy." — Pall  Mall  Gazette, 

"  An  extremely  intereating  account  of  the  Navy.  .  .  .  The  reader  rises  from  the  book  with  a  greater  respect  for  our  first  line  of  defence  than  he  probably 
ever  had  before.    .    .    .    Altogether  an  admirable  volume." — Birmingham  Daily  Post. 


"  Not  only  alive  with  inlorest,  but  should  make  a  valuable  book  of  reference. 
a<;hii!VcmentH  of  our  Navy  could  hardly  be  dosirod  than  this." — QlaegoW  Herald. 


A  more  complete  and  couciao  record  in  popular  form  of  the  growth  and 
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been  Buffioiently  genial  to  induce  the  fly  rod  to_  become 
general,  and  bottom  fishing  with  the  maggot  is  still  being 
proeeoated  by  at  least  eighty  per  cent,  of  those  who  go 
out.  The  prospects  at  the  time  of  writing  (Tuesday 
evening)  were  much  better  than  they  have  been  for  some 
time.  Rain  has  fallen,  but  not  in  sufficient  volume  to 
materially  improve  the  condition  of  the  streams ;  yet  it 
has  brought  about  a  warmer  atmosphere,  which  was  badly 
needed.  It  ia  very  geldom  that  insect  life  is  so  backward 
at  this  period  of  the  year  as  it  is  at  the  present  time,  but 
under  uie  altered  weather  conditions  an  improvement  in 
this  respect  should  soon  be  noticeable. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Onr  near  neighbours  in  the  towns  of  Sale  and  Altrinoham, 
many  of  whom  are  in  close  membership  with  us— being 
members  of  our  local  O.P.A.A.. — are  to  have  additional 
privileges  in  railway  travelling.  The  Cheshire  Lines 
Committee  have  promised  to  put  in  operation  anglers' 
fares  from  these  places  to  Northwioh,  Hartford 
and  Greenbank,  Mickle  Trafford,  and  Chester.  Oar 
best  thanks  must  be  given  to  the  Warrington 
Anglers'  Association  for  this ;  further  details  later_  on. 
The  Salford  anglers  have  onoe  again  got  an  old  friend 
into  office  in  Mr.  A,  Bobertson,  the  genial  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Old  House  at  Home  Angling  Society.  A  special  meeting 
of  this  society  is  called  for  next  Thursday,  the  lObh,  when 
the  season's  programme  will  be  discussed,  and  details 
arranged  for  the  first  match,  which  is  certain  to  be  on  an 
early  date.  The  Last  meeting  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials 
was  a  well-attended  one,  and  a  lot  of  useful  business 
transacted,  and  then,  promptly  at  nine  o'clock,  they 
transformed  the  meeting  into  a  social.  At  the  business 
portion  a  highly  satisfactory  report  was  given  by  the 
committee  of  the  Manchester  Fisheries  Exhibition.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  Moss  Side  Socials  are  bearing  all  the 
responsibility  and  doing  all  the  work  of  such  a  big  under- 
taUng.  It  is  now  past  all  doubt  of  this  exhibitipn  being  a 
sncoBf  B  as  a  show  ;  all  that  remains  to  be  seen  is  whether 
anglers  will  appreciate  the  efforts  of  the  promoters,  and 
flock  in  large  numbers  to  this  feast  _  of  good  things. 
Good  reports  continue  to  arrive  from  Windemere,  and  the 
Lake  district  generally ;  city  rods  on  the  spot  now  are 
doing  well,  and  although  not  getting  a  numerically  large 
catch,  still  the  weights  are  good — it  does  not  take  many 
fish  21b.  to  31b.  to  make  a  good  total.  According  to 
custom,  next  Thursday  is  the  usual  date  for  the  delegate 
meeting  of  the  CP.  A. A. ;  if  such  is  the  case  the  delegates 
will  be  able  to  congratulate  themselves  on  a  grpat  amount 
of  progress.  In  looking  through  a  list  of  Manchester 
clubs  only  a  few  years  old,  one  ia  struck  with  the  vacancies 
that  appear.  Many  clubs  which  then  held  a  foremost 
place  are  now  no  more,  and  to-day  the  list  of  city  clubs  is 
more  extensive,  and  cqially  as  good,  and  there  are  still 
many  good  old  names. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

A  few  good  trout  have  been  taken  in  this  county  during 
the  last  week,  the  warm  weafier  having  had  a  good  effect 
in  making  the  fish  riee  better  than  previously  in  the  season. 
Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  spinning.  In  the  Upper 
Wensnm  a  gentleman,  fishing  on  Tuesday,  had  one  trout 
of  olb.  6oz.  and  one  of  lib.  13oz.  The  waters  of  this 
district  are  in  gratfl  order  for  fly  fishing,  and,  with  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  weather  we  are  now  enjoying,  some  good 
i>port  should  be  obtained  during  the  next  few  days. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
Bain  has  fallen,  but  the  Trent  ha«  undergone  no  change, 
save  that  the  temperature  of  the  water  will  accelerate 
coarse  fish  in  their  ascent  to  the  various  spawning  grounds. 
There  i^  nothing  doing  amongst  salmon,  and  quietude 
appears  just  now  to  reign  supreme  at  Shardlow  amongst 
trout.  The  annual  general  meeting  of  our  leading  society 
. — the  Wellington — has  been  held  at  Host  Sleisher's  (head- 
quarters) in  Station-street,  under  the  genial  presidency  of 
Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  to  whom  was  presented,  encased,  the 
splendid  Loch  Leven  trout  (over  4lb.)  found,  in  a  disabled 
cinditicn,  below  Cavendish  Bridge  some  short  time  ago. 
The  fish  had  been  admirably  set  up  by  Mr.  Rose,  of  Mount- 
street,  off  our  great  market  squire.  Mr.  Harry  Spray, 
honorary  secretary,  presented  the  yearly  report  of  an 
exhaustive  character,  and  after  it  had  been  passed,  together 
with  the  financial  accounts,  several  highly  interesting  presen- 
tations were  made.  These  took  the  form  of  gold  medals  for 
specimen  fish  weighed-in  during  the  ypar.  'That  for  bream 
(41b.  llcz  )  was  awarded  to  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  who  in 
addition  had  "championed"  the  best  roach— lib.  13Joz. 
The  roach  medals  were  won  by  Mr.  H.  Lewis  (lib.  9oz.), 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  Whitehead  (lib.  8|oz.),  whilst  that  for  the 
beat  six  roach  to  previous  non-winners  was  carried  off  by 
Mr.  H.  Birks,  whose  average  was  fully  Ijlb.  each.  Mr. 
Gaskell  was  UDanimoasly  re-elected  president ;  Mr.  Spray, 
hon.  sec. ;  Mr.  W.  Gregory,  treasurer;  and  Mr.  B.  Say- 
well,  auditor;  the  whole  of  the  committee  was 
re-appointed,  with  the  exception  that  Mr.  T.  Lewis  was 
substituted  for  Mr.  B.  Horton.  The  committee  authorised 
the  society  to  make  additional  purchases  of  trout  for 
■''ocking  purposes  at  Shardlow,  and  it  was  resolved  to 
iccTtase  the  yearly  subscription  to  the  trout  fishery  board 
to  five  guineas.  Since  our  last  a  few  trout  have  been 
creeled  on  the  Greet  and  Dover  Beck  wirh  the  worm. 
The  half-yearly  dinner  of  the  Waltonians  has  been  held 
at  headquarters,  when  the  prizes  won  during  the  wint«r 
cimpaign  wfra  presented  to  those  entitled  to  them.  Tne 
lociety  reported  a  balance  in  hand  of  over  £5. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
Weather  very  variable  this  week.  Most  of  the  days  we 
bare  had  sunshine,  but  the  wind  has  been  N.  or  N.E.,  and 
on  two  nights  10  to  16deg8.  of  frost,  which  have  done  an 
immense  amount  of  damage  to  young  vegetation  and  it  is 
feared  to  the  stone  fruit  and  eirly  pears.  Trout  fishing 
hag  not  b«en  good  this  week  ;  they  have  not  been  rising 


freely  nor  have  they  gone  well  at  maggot  or  worm.  One 
angler  (Mr.  Cotton),  fishing  at  Digh's  Weir,  on  the 
Severn,  caught  a  splendid  trout  with  the  minnow. 
It  weighed  2|lb.,  and  was  grand  in  shape  and  condition. 
There  has  been  a  few  brace  of  nio3  fiah  taken  in 
the  Teme  with  the  fly.  The  wind  has  gone  round 
to  the  S.W.,  and  it  is  much  warmer.  Water  very  clear. 
The  Sabrina  Club  had  a  meeting  at  their  headquarters, 
the  Plough  Inn,  Fish-street,  on  Monday  evening  last, 
April  30.  The  president,  Mr.  C.  Bidmead,  was  in  the 
chair,  and  there  was  a  large  attendance  cf  members. 
The  principal  busiaess  was  to  arrange  their  first  competi- 
tion, which  it  was  decided  should  take  place  at  Berrow 
Green,  Martley,  in  the  Teme,  on  June  23,  and  be  of  two 
hours'  duration  ;  there  are  a  lot  of  prizes  to  fish  for,  Mr. 
F.  Champkins,  of  Pershore,  giving  the  premier  prize. 
After  the  election  of  new  members,  Mr.  W.  Hartland 
gave  a  report  of  the  late  meeting  of  the  Worcester  and 
District  Angling  Association ;  and  Mr.  B.  Wingfield 
kindly  attendei,  by  invitation,  and  gave  an  account  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  and  explained  the 
new  regulations  for  coarse  fish  anglers,  passed  by  that 
board,  and  which  were  strongly  commented  upon  by  some 
of  the  members  present.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to 
Mr.  Wingfield  for  his  addieas,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
placed  on  the  minutes- 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  is  improving  for  trout  angliug.  The  north 
and  east  winds  have  proved  troublesome,  whilst  the 
fluctuations  of  temperature  greatly  interfered  with  sport. 
The  settling  of  the  air  currents  in  a  south-westerly  direc- 
tion these  last  few  days  has  improved  prospects,  and  with 
an  even  temperature  approaching  summer  heat,  trout 
anglers  should  have  less  cause  to  complain  of  the  dearth 
of  natural  flies.  The  scarcity  has  been  a  great 
drawback  to  successful  sport  on  many  waters,  the 
best  of  which  are  in  good  condition  and  well  stocked 
with  trout.  Anglers  visiting  the  Biver  Swale  have 
had  capital  sport.  On  April  26  Mr.  R.  C.  AUinson 
captured  a  very  fine  dish,  the  Light  Woodcock  and 
Orange  being  the  most  successful  lures.  Sir  Wm. 
Spencer  made  some  of  the  largest  pinciers,  capturing 
close  upon  thirty  at  an  outing,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Vitty,  a 
companion,  also  did  well.  Mr.  R.  Matthews,  Mr.  J.  T. 
Parkin,  Mr.  J.  Stobie,  Mr.  T.  Brewell,  and  other  local 
anglers  have  not  fared  badly.  Mr.  Ghas.  Musgrave  has 
had  some  rare  sport  among  the  trout.  Fiehicg 
at  the  celebrated  trout  streams  at  Driffield  has 
jost  opened.  There  is  a  large  quantity  of  fish  in 
them,  but,  on  account  of  unfavourable  weather  on 
the  opening  day  the  members  went  in  to  dinner 
with  scanty  baskets.  The  company  that  assembled  at  the 
Bell  Hotel  incloded  Mr.  Barnaby  Atkins,  Mr.  K.  Heywood- 
Jjiies,  Col.  R.  Veysey-Thompson,  Capt.  Frank  Reymand, 
Col.  Brooksbank,  Capt.  Brooksbank,  the  Rev.  W.  H, 
Higgias,  and  others.  There  is  still  very  good  trout 
fis^mg  in  the  Derwent.  Sea  angling  has  been  indifferent, 
but  is  improving  since  the  cold  winds  abated,  and  more 
gonial  conditions  experienced.  Along  the  coast  streams 
the  north-easters  were  keenly  felt.  An  angler,  writing  to 
the  Press,  mentions  that  the  barren  swans  between  Ted- 
dington  and  Staines  have  again  been  taken  off  the  river 
Thames,  and  suggests  that  the  York  Corporation  have  it 
in  their  power  to  do  a  similar  kindness  to  local  rodmen,  as 
during  the  spawning  season  these  birds  do  much  harm  to 
fish  live  in  the  Ouse. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Salab. — Generally  speaking,  a  salmon  of  201b.  will  be 
251b.  next  year.  Buckland  mentions  a  fine  male  fish  of 
201b.  which  was  used  for  spawning  purposes,  marked,  and 
set  free,  and  caught  two  years  later  at  the  same  ford  and 
at  the  same  time  weighing  nearly  301b. 


[TTe  do  not  hold  ott/rselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

A  NEW  FLY,  THE  SARCBLLB— AN  ANGLER'S 
LUNCH,  &c. 

Dear  Marston, — I  send  you  a  sample  of  a  fly  dressed 
by  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith  to  my  design,  which  you  may  find 
worth  trying.  I  have  seen  a  fly  very  like  it,  but  I  think 
there  are  sufficient  points  of  originality  in  this  to  justify 
me  in  dubbing  it  the  Sarcelle.  I  have  found  it  a  killer 
among  trout,  sometimes  with  two  or  three  little  brown 
whisks  as  a  variant  to  the  tiny  tag  of  golden  pheasant.  Not 
hiviog  had  opportunity  of  trying,  I  cannot  say  if  it  is  good 
tur  grayling,  but  for  tbem  a  little  red  tag  might  be  addt  d. 

I  feel  snre  that  in  larger  sizes  it  will  often  kill  sea  trout 
and  salmon.  Trout  will  often  take  it  just  when  the  May 
Fly  is  coming  up,  also  afterwards. 

I  notice  that  on  June  17  last,  in  bright  weather,  with 
low,  clear  water,  with  May  Fly  still  coming,  though  not 
being  taken,  out  of  six  trout  I  got  five  were  on  this  fly, 
and  one  on  Red  Quill. 

Tnere  was  some  interesting  correspondence  some  years 
ago  on  "  An  Angler's  Lunch."  We  are  lucky  about  here, 
for  at  moBC  country  inns  one  cau  get  a  nice  lictle  meal 
quickly  served  for  about  a  shilling,  beer  iaclnded. 

But  I  can  strongly  recommend  anglers  of  delicate  tastes 
and  moderate  appetites  to  try  the  "Petite  Caissette 
Bebe,"  or  "  Three  Course  Lunon,"  put  up  by  the  firm  of 
Amieux,  of  Nantes,  and  sold  by  Spiers  and  Fond,  and 
probably  at  other  large  stores. 

They  are  very  portable,  and  contain,  in  small  compass, 
fish,  some  dainty  preparation  of  meat,  and  a  sweet.  Each 
tin  nas  its  own  sey  and  a  fork,  and  opens  easily.   "  Bed 


Spinner"  and  I  approved  of  them  highly  in  .Vorway  last 
year,  and  our  gillies  picked  up  and  treasured  the  neat 
little  tins,  cases,  and  forks.  I  enjoyed  one  on  the  verdant 
banks  of  the  Liane,  above  Boulogne,  one  day  last  week, 
thereby  avoiding  the  waste  of  time  of  a  long  walk  up  a 
hill  to  an  inn.  The  contents  were  four  sardines,  with 
certain  sharp  pickles  which  counteracted  their  oilinees,  a 
portion  of  nice  ham,  and  a  slice  of  good  plum  pudding. 
But  quite  a  vaiied  assortment  can  be  had,  and  the  little 
"  caissettes  "  are  not  dear,  only  about  Is.  3d.,  I  think. 

Of  course  the  angler  must  take  bread  or  biscuit  along, 
but  with  these  and  something  in  a  flaok  or  bottle — unless 
he  prefers  "cow  drink" — he  is  independent.  The  cises 
are  also  very  handy  for  cycliste  and  othera.  Try  one  and 
I  think  yon  will  agree. 

Cold  winds  and  hardly  any  fly  out  hereabouts,  but  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  after  a  blank  morning,  I  got  four 
and  a  half  brace,  the  best  a  short  pound,  cn  the  Leeds 
"  Miller's  Thumb  Devon,"  which  is  a  very  taking  bait, 
though  I  find  I  miss  a  good  many  fi^h  on  it. 

I  remember  you  were  amused  at  my  catching  sardines 
with  rod  and  line  at  Mogador  some  yearj  ago,  the  bait 
being  a  tiny  bit  of  mussel. 

I  have  caught  a  good  many  queer  things  on  the  line, 
including  water  tortoises,  also  a  big  shell  fish  {Cymbium 
prohoscidale),  while  trailing  for  mackerel ;  bnt,  of  course, 
the  spinner  must  have  got  near  the  bottom.  But  how 
about  shrimps  on  the  rod  ?  Trying  for  flounders,  &c., 
at  the  mouth  of  a  small  French  river,  I  got  some  per- 
plexing tiny  nibbles,  and  at  last,  by  drawing  up  very 
gently,  succeeded  in  dropping  on  the  bank  a  fine  shrimp, 
which  had  grabbed  my  worm,  acd  several  others  after- 
wards.— Yours  very  faithfully, 

Calais,  April  28,  1900.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

[The  "  Sarcelle  "  is  a  nice-looking  fly,  which  we  hope  to 
try  presently  on  some  Hertfordshire  trout. — Ed.^ 


POOR  SPRING  FISHING;    WHERE  ARE  THE 
FLIES? 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  I  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  get  the  March  Brown  larva  as  per  promise. 

Owing  to  previous  dry  seasons  and  the  cold  winter, 
there  appears  to  be  a  great  scarcity  of  March  Brown  larva, 
and  consequently  of  the  fly,  on  our  Yorkshire  streams  at 
present. 

Our  spring  fishing  has  so  far  been  a  failure,  or  rather, 
speaking  feelingly,  a  snare  and  a  delusion.  The  few  fish 
you  do  get  are  in  miserable  condition. 

Speaking  to  a  friend  the  other  day  about  the  state  of 
rivers  and  fish  this  spring,  he  made  the  observation, 
"  What  we  want  is  a  good  old-fashioned  rise  of  the  March 
Browns  and  early  spring  flies,  as  we  used  to  get  twenty 
years  ago,  and  until  we  get  that  we  shall  have  no  spring 
tisbing."  Very  sadly  I  had  to  agree  with  him,  for 
my  own  observations  convince  me  the  rise  of  spring  fly  is 
not  what  it  was  twenty  years  ago.  No  doubt  the  filling  in 
of  the  old  dykes  and  ditches,  the  new  system  of  top 
drainage,  chemical  manures,  and  pollution  generally  have 
had  a  bad  effect  on  our  trout  streams  ;  last,  but  not  least, 
the  tapping  of  the  spriugs  in  the  hills  to  supply  onr  large 
towns  with  water.  Heigh  ho  !  Wouldn't  this  world  be 
an  "Angler's  Paradise"  if  we  could  have  all  just  as  we 
wish  ? 

I  have  been  making  some  of  "Athenian's"  patterns  in 
my  spare  time,  and  intend  to  try  them  this  season.  The 
rubber  bodies  are  very  good,  but  I  cannot  get  any  rubber 
such  as  "  Athenian  "  speaks  of  for  the  Red  Spinner.  Can 
you  assist  me. 

I  was  greatly  "taken"  with  your  article  on  dressing 
flies  with  xylonite  bodies,  and  should  very  much  like  to  try 
them  if  you  will  give  me  the  necessary  permission  and 
information  where  to  obtain  the  material. 

Detached  bodies  might  be  run  in  moulds  and  of  different 
colours,  and  sold  at  so  much  per  dozen.  Ordinary  bodies 
might  be  made  split  like  straw,  and  simply  require  tying 
at  head  and  tail,  and  then,  if  one  kept  a  supply  of  winged 
hooka  on  hand,  the  fly  could  be  made  very  quickly. 

The  trouble  of  dyeing  quiUs,  &o.,  wotdd  be  done  away 
with — in  fact,  it  will  work  quite  a  revolution  in  the  fly 
trade  if  it  only  catches  on. 

I  think  it  will  make  an  ideal  body  for  either  wet  or  dry 
fly. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran  a  fort- 
night ago.    He  is  looking  very  well  indeed. — Yours  truly, 
Pannal,  Yorks.  M.  M. 

TROUT  FISHING  NEA.R  BUXTON. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  some  kind  reader  of  your  paper  tell 
me  if  trout  fishing  is  obtainable  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Buxton,  and  how  ic  is  to  be  got  ?  I 
purpose  spending  a  week  or  two  there  in  May,  and  should 
like  an  occasional  day  with  rod  and  line. — Yours  truly, 
  C.  H.  W. 

POLLUTION  OF  THE  RIVER  WANDLE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  recently  paid  a  visit  to  a  friend  living  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Wandle,  near  Earlsfield,  where  I 
hoped  vary  shortly,  "  on  the  commencement  of  the 
season,"  to  repeat  my  visits  in  quest  of  the  numerous  fine 
roach  there  used  to  be  in  this  stretch  of  water.  On 
inquiring  as  to  the  state  of  the  fishing  (I  had  not  been 
there  for  about  three  years),  I  was  tuld,  very  much  to 
my  regret,  that  the  fish  had  aJl  been  poiboned,  owing  to  a 
sewer  haviug  been  run  into  the  river.  My  friend,  who  ia 
the  lessee  of  the  property  on  both  sides  of  the  river  here, 
informed  me  that  when  the  sewage  was  emptied  into  the 
river  that  it  was  possible  to  have  taken  a  van  load  of  fish 
(roach,  dace,  trout,  eels,  &c.)  away,  and  that  now  there  ia 
not  a  fish  in  the  water.  At  one  time  it  was  nothing 
unusual  to  catch  from  three  to  four  dozen  of  fine  roaoh 
from  ilb.  to  IJlb.  in  an  afternoon.  Is  there  no  method 
for  remedying  this  shocking  destruction  of  fish  life  P  I 
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see  there  is  an  inquiry  on  the  tapis  re  pollution  of  the  Lea, 
Is  it  not  possible  to  make  an  investigation  as  to  the 
Wandle  ?— Tours,  &o  ,  G.  Caller. 

[Have  not  the  Thames  Conservancy  power  to  stop  this  ? 
—Ed.]   

BMT. 

Dear  Sib, — "  Disappointed  "  need  have  no  further 
difficulty  in  securing  a  plentiful  supply  of  bait  winter  or 
summer  if  he  will  communicate  with  me  (eee  advt.). 
Being  a  practical  angler  myself,  I  know  the  difference 
between  beef -fed  gentles  and  those  reared  on  refuse  fish, 
&o. 

I  have  made  arrangements  which  will  enable  me  to 
fulfil  orders  promptly  and  with  satisfaction,  and  my 
customers  number  some  of  the  cleverest  bottom  fishers  in 
England,  who  know  the  right  article  when  they  see  it.— 
Tours  truly,  J.  T.  Pickebs»ill. 

44,  Market-place,  Keighley. 


A  PLAGUE  OF  TOADS  IN  A  TKOUT  WATER. 

Deae  Sir, — We  have  a  plague  of  toads  in  our  water  at 
Ruban,  there  being  thousands  of  them  swimming  about 
and  really  interfering  with  the  fly  casting,  besides  being 
unsightly.  Can  you  give  us  a  remedy  ?  Or,  perhaps,  if 
you  publish  this  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  which  circulates 
so  widely,  some  one  or  more  of  your  readers  may  name  a 
cure.  At  present  a  man  is  employed  to  pick  them  up  with 
a  pair  of  nippers  with  long  handles,  bat  this  does  not 
appear  to  thin  them. — Tours  truly, 

Rd.  Woolfall 
(Hon.  Sec.  Liverpool  Angling  Association). 

[Could  not  the  members  turn  out  in  a  body  and  do  some 
fly  fishing  with  a  small  worm  on  the  hook,  and  if  the  toads 
would  not  bite  they  might  make  a  raid  on  them  with  their 
landing  nets  ?  Earning  oU  on  the  water  might  have  a 
good  effect,  or  a  bad  one.  Netting  the  toads  with  a 
sweep  net  might  answer.  The  nipper  business  must  be 
slow,  if  exciting.  What  is  really  wanted  is  a  modern  St. 
Patrick  who  can  curse  as  effectively  as  the  great  Saint  of 
Old  Ireland  did.  Any  other  suggestions  will  be  thank- 
fully received. — Ed.]  ___ 

SEA  TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Deak  Sie, — If  Mr.  John  T.  Harris  would  drop  down 
to  Waterville,  Kerry,  he  may  have  some  early  sea  trout 
fishing— not  ones  of  jlb.  and  Jib.  pink,  as  is  represented 
in  other  different  parts  of  Ireland.  We  have  the  real 
spring  sea  trout  here,  from  21b.  to  51b.,  which  run  in 
April  and  May,  and  them  are  the  boys  that  would  make 
your  11-footer  crack  when  he  goes  for  the  road  on  a  light 
cast  with  the  claret  and  blue  in  his  gob.  As  for  those 
sea  trout,  as  they  are  called,  we  call  them  pink  here,  and 
are  not  allowing  anyone  to  kill  them,  as  they  go  to  sea 
and  seon  return  full-grown  sea  trout ;  but  one  can  have 
all  the  sport  he  wants  with  those  gentlemen,  but  give  me 
the  old  housekeeper  of  2b.  or  31b. — Tours,  &o., 

Waterville,  co.  Kerry.    Tim  McOaethy. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Deae  Sib, — "  Nemo,"  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  28, 
should  drop'  a  line  to  T.  McCarthy,  the  Anglers'  Rest, 
Waterville,  Kerry,  and  have  terms,  which  are  moderate. 
Good  sea  trout  and  brown  trout  fishing  in  Waterville 
Lake  free.  The  use  of  boat  and  general  information  can 
also  be  obtained.— Tours  truly,  Tim  McOaethy. 

SCREWS  FOR  BROGUES  AND  FISHING  BOOTS. 

My  Deae  Maeston, — I  think  the  brogue  screw  idea  of 
Mr.  Matthews  a  very  good  one,  and  am  sure  it  will  answer. 
Of  course,  in  a  short  time  they  will  wear  round,  but  that 
is  no  detriment. 

Some  years  since  I  suggested  the  enclosed  screw  for 
brogues  and  fishing  boots,  and  they  have  been  used  by 
some  of  my  friends  ever  since.  It  is  only  necessary  to 
make  a  small  hole  in  the  sole — they  will  draw  themselves 
in ;  when  worn  down  are  easily  replaced. 

Messrs.  Nettlefold  and  Sons,  High  Holbom,  make 
them,  and  the  price  is  about  Is.  a  gross,  in  two  sizes. — 
Tours  very  faithfully,  G.  Taeue. 

[The  screw  Mr.  Tarde  sends  is  one  with  a  round  head 
and  deep-cut  screw — so  that  it  holds  well  in  leather. — 
Ed.]   

A  MONSTER  IRISH  PIKE. 
Dbae  Sie, — The  annexed  is  taken  from  the  Roscommon 
Herald.  Boyle,  and  may  prove  useful  to  some  readers  of 
the  F.  0.  who  are  interested  in  the  slaying  of  large  pike. 
— Tours  fdithfully,  Alex.  Woods. 

2,  Seymour-street,  Lisburn. 

The  fishing  in  the  vicinity  of  Boyle  recently  has  been 
well  up  to  the  expectations  of  the  many  followers  of  the 
gentle  Ixaak  in  that  locality.  On  Good  Friday,  as 
Constable  O'Connor  was  angling  near  Knockvicar,  he 
succeeded  in  landing  an  enormous  pike,  which  tipped  the 
scales  at  531b.  The  head  of  the  monster  was  on  exhibition 
at  the  barrack  for  several  days." 

We  have  written  for  farther  particulars. — Bi).] 

KNOT  FOR  ETED  FLIB8. 
Deae  Me.  Maeston, — Re  attachment  for  eyed  trout 
flies  in  the  FiHhinr/  Gazette  of  April  28,  by  Mr.  Henry 
Hammans,  I  think,  if  he  can  follow  my  roundabout 
explanation,  he  will  see  Major  Tnrle's  own  knot  can  be 
tied  by  anyone  in  a  few  seconds,  without  even  looking  at 
it  at  all,  after  the  gut  point  is  once  passed  through  the  eye 
of  the  fly. 

Let  the  rod  top  be  far  enongh  to  his  right  hand  side 
to  jast  extend  the  gut  cast  straight  down  to  the  point, 
which  should  ba  held  in  the  left  finger  and  thumb. 

About  '■iiu.  of  the  gut  above  the  point  should  rest  on  the 
first  and  second  fingers  (near  the  tips)  of  the  right  hand, 


which  is  palm  upwards.  Let  him  then  bend  these  two 
fingers  towards  himself,  like  hooks,  over  the  gut,  and 
continue  the  movement  downwards,  turning  the  palm  of 
the  right  hand  downwards  (from  right  to  left,  of  course) 
at  the  same  time. 

The  gut  will  then  surronnd  the  two  finger  tips  ia  a  circle, 
called  a. 

Next,  with  the  two  finger  tips  draw  the  straight  gut, 
which  is  just  above  the  circle  a,  right  down  through  it, 
forming  loop  c,  letting  the  circle  a  at  once  slip  up  off  the 
finger  tips,  and  draw  a  almost  tight.  That  makes  the 
Turle  knot  without  looking  at  it. 

It  only  remains  to  bring  the  fly  down  in  the  usual  way 
throngh  loop  c  as  far  as  the  eye,  round  which  it  is  pulled 
tight. 

Though  the  above  sounds  bad  to  follow  on  paper,  it  can, 
when  once  seen,  be  done  in  a  moment,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  evening  rise,  when  light  is  bad  and  time  valuable,  I 
often  find  it  very  useful.  The  great  drawback  which  I  find 
is  the  getting  the  gut  point  through  the  eye  of  the  fly  at 
the  start. 

I  have  a  little  dodge  for  this,  but  wish  to  test  it 
thoroughly  before  I  can  say  it  is  the  good  thing  I  believe 
it  to  be. 

I  think  Mr.  Halford's  beautiful  book,  "  Floating  Flies, 
and  How  to  Dress  Them,"  has  at  the  end  all  the  other 
knots  Mr.  Hammans  asks  about. — Tours  truly, 

Malcolm  Stuart  Coreie. 


ATTACHMENT  FOR  EYED  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  F.  M.  L.'s  "  question  in 
Fishing  Gazette  of  2l8t  nit.  as  to  looping  on  eyed  flies  to 
the  loop  at  end  of  cast. 

The  late  Mr.  Marry att  told  an  old  friend  of  mine  of  this 
method  nearly  twenty  years  ago.  From  some  trial  of  this 
plan,  I  found  the  gut  to  crack  oS  or  soften  above  the  knot 
of  loop.  The  Turle  knot  is  neater,  and  does  not  use  up 
so  much  gut  when  re-tying  is  necessary. 

I  remember  meeting  a  Mr.  Hammans  with  the  late  Mr. 
Francis  Francis  and  others  on  the  river  Test,  near 
Houghton,  this  day,  twenty-one  years  ago.  It  was  a  very 
rough  day,  with  rain,  snow,  and  wind,  and  those  fishing 
got  but  few  trout.  In  the  evening  several  of  us  dined  at 
the  Railway  Inn,  Horsebridge. 

I  caught  my  first  rainbow  trout,  about  13in.  long,  to- 
day. It  fought  so  hard  that  until  landed  I  quite  believed 
it  was  foul  hooked.  Are  these  trout  always  hard 
fighters?    J.  B.  J. 

Thanet,  May  1. 

FAULTT  PENNELL  EYED  HOOKS. 

Deae  Sir, — Can  you  kindly  help  those  of  us  who 
prefer  Cholmondeley  Pennell's  turn  down  eyed  hooks  to 
get  them  made  in  a  better  quality  ?  They  have  been  very 
faulty  for  two  seasons,  and  I  note  the  same  complaint  in 
Mr.  Halford's  book,  written  some  years  ago. 

On  complaining,  the  ether  day,  through  the  lady  who 
ties  our  flies,  the  makers  returned  the  casual  answer  that  I 
must  have  been  using  too  thick  gut  and  so  broken  them  at 
the  eyes.  Unfortunately  for  half  their  excuse,  all  the 
hooks  broke  or  bent  at  the  bend, and  I  enclose  a  strand  of 
my  gut  points  to  show  the  other  half  to  be  unfounded. 

We  hear  the  same  complaint  from  several  fishermen. 
—Tours  very  truly,  H.  L.  T.  PiGou. 

Long  Bredy  Rectory,  Dorchester. 

[The  hook  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pigou  sends  is  certainly  faulty 
in  temper. — Ed  ]  ^ 

THE  F.  G.  AND  THE  "  F.  G.  TOBACCO  FUND"— 
WHISKY  IN  BOOTS. 

Dear  Me.  Marston, — I  take  out  the  F.  G.  March, 
April,  May,  June,  and  July,  but  I  do  not  read  it  until  I 
get  up  here.  Then  I  take  it  up  and  note  all  that  interests 
me,  usually  on  Sundays  or  other  "  impossible  "fishing  days. 
F.  G  ,  March  3,  "  Tobacco  Fund."  I  enclose  £1,  but  if 
Cronj*  comes  to  Chicag — I  mean  London — I  hope  yon  wUl 
give  it  to  him  hot ! 

I  am  reading  consecutively  and  behind  time.  F.  G., 
March  3  ;  When  are  we  to  look  for  results  of  the  collection 
of  natural  flies  collected  ? 

F.  G.,  March  10,  p.  174:  "Whisky  in  one's  boots." 
The  correct  way  is,  as  shown  by  an  old  ghillie,  to  use  the 
whisky,  but  not  to  put  it  in  the  boot  directly,  but  to  put  it 
in  his  mouth.  He  addfd  the  expeiience:  "It  will  get 
down  there  in  time."  He  continued  to  improve  — Yours 
very  truly,  J  A.  Haevie-Brown. 

Turriff,  N.B.   

FISHING  AT  HOYLAKB,  NEAR  BIRKENHEAD. 

Dear  Sie, — Can  yon  or  any  of  your  readers  inform  me 
if  there  is  any  fishing  (sea  or  otherwise)  to  be  obtained  at 
Hoylake,  which  is  situated,  I  believe,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Dee,  near  Birkenhead  ?  I  shall  be  going  down  there  in  a 
short  time,  and  wish  to  know  if  any  use  taking  rod  and 
tackle.  I  am  (juite  aware  that  Hoylake  is  the  name  of  a 
place,  and  that  there  is  not  any  lake  that  I  have  heard  of. 
—Yours  truly,    C.  T.  A. 

FISHING  AT  CONNEMARA. 

Deae  Sir, — In  answer  to  "Cyclist"  in  last  issue  of 
F.  0.,1  should  advise  him  to  be  very  careful  as  to  the  places 
he  pats  up  at  in  Connemara.  The  fishing  is  mostly  longh 
fishing,  and  I  have  not  found  the  trout  very  free  risers, 
and  they  run  rather  small.  The  hotels  are  very  expensive 
indeed,  when  one  compares  the  rates  and  rents  to  English 
hotels,  and  the  "  extras "  run  up  very  freely._  The 
peasantry  I  like  very  much  ;  very  willing  people  indeed, 
and  most  civil.  The  Kojal  Irish  Constabulary  are  first- 
rate  fellows,  and  will  help  all  they  know. 

If  sea  fishing  is  an  attraction,  I  can  recommend  Round- 
stone,  on  the  Clifden  line,  and  Martin  O'Donnell,  a  first- 
rate  man,  for  the  loughs.  Michael  O'Donnell  and  hia  son 
keep  a  very  good  boat,  and  are  keen  sportsmen  for  th* 


sea  fishing,  and  very  reasonable.  The  fishing  (trout)  is 
fair  at  Cashel,  but  hotel  charges  are  extremely  high,  and 
the  best  fishing  is  not  free,  only  certain  lochs.  Most  of 
the  fishing  at  Leenane  is  in  the  loughs  some  distance  away, 
and  one  has  to  car  it,  and  it  is  not  first-rate.  I  think 
Donegal  is  the  best  county  for  trout  fishing.  Mr.  Enright, 
at  Castleconnell,  can  put  anyone  on  to  some  good  trouting, 
I  believe.  Roads  are  fair  all  over  Connemara  for  cycling, 
— Tours,  &o.,    Bbown  Owl. 

TO  GET  GREASE  OUT  OF  FEATHERS. 

Deae  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  infor 
me  the  best  way  to  abstract  the  natural  grease  fron 
mallard  and  fowl  feathers  to  make  them  take  dye  ea 
for  fly  tying. — Tours  truly,  J.  E.  Smith. 

[Soak  the  feathers  in  a  solution  made  of  loz.  of  alnf 
to  a  quirt  of  boiling  water.    This  is  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford 
advice. — Ed  ]  ____ 

N.  AMERICAN  SALMON  PROBLEMS. 

Dear  Me.  Maeston,— I  shall  be  glad  to  send  you  soi 
fishing  notes  when  I  come  across  what  I  think  may  inter( 
you.  The  fact  is  that  there  is  but  a  small  proportion 
the  few  facts  known  about  salmon  that  are  familiar 
anglers  here,  our  knowledge  being  almost  exclusively 
confined  to  catching  them.  One  of  the  strangest 
phenomena  that  has  come  before  my  notice  in  this 
country  is  the  difference  in  the  migrations  of  grilse  in 
different  rivers,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  times  of  their 
leaving  the  salt  water,  but  also  as  to  their  relative 
numbers  compared  with  the  salmon. 

ForinEtance,onthe  Restigouch°  aid  Metapedias  no  grilse 
are  _  seen  in  the  rivers  until  about  July  1 ;  the  salmon 
begin  running  from  May  20  to  June  1,  and  then  the 
numbers  of  grilse  bear  bat  a  small  proportion  to  those  of 
salmon,  and,  I  do  not  think,  will  average  3^1b.  in  weight. 
I  have  never  heard  of  a  female  grilse  being  taken  in  these 
rivers,  and  have  had  hundreds  of  them  examined  during 
the  past  twenty-five  years  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
sex.  There  must  be  a  large  proportion  of  the  fish  which 
are  hatched  in  these  rivers  that  remain  in  the  sea  during 
this  period  of  their  lives,  or  ascend  some  other  rivers,  as 
there  should  naturally  be  a  large  excess  in  the  numbsr  of 
grilse  over  those  of  salmon,  while  in  these  rivers  and  some 
others  in  Canada  which  furnish  fish  of  a  large  average  size, 
the  grilse  which  ascend  do  not  compare  at  all  in  numbers 
with  the  salmon. 

There  are  some  rivers  along  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs  which 
yield  smaller  salmon,  the  Nepisigait  and  Miramichi,  for 
instance,  which  are  later  rivers  than  the  Restigouobe.  In 
these  the  grilse  come  along  with  the  early  runs  of  salmon, 
and  iu  much  greater  nambers.  On  the  Nepisiguit,  which 
I  fished  for  two  years  in  July,  I  find  that  we  took  about 
three  grilse  for  one  salmon,  and  I  should  say  that  the  grilse 
of  the  Nepisiguit  would  average  heavier  than  those  of  the 
Restigouche.  As  to  their  being  confined  to  the  male  sex  I 
cannot  tell  from  my  own  observation,  but  am  informed  by 
two  Indians  who  have  fished  them  a  good  deal  that  such  is 
the  fact. 

So  far  as  I  know,  on  the  Canadian  rivers  which  jield  fish 
of  a  large  average  weight,  say  about  201b.,  there  is  but  a 
very  light  run  of  grilse,  and  on  such  as  yield  small  fish,  say 
an  average  of  81b.  or  101b.,  the  grilse  are  very  much  more 
plentiful. 

There  may  be  a  run  of  grilse  up  the  large  rivers,  though 
they  are  not  always  the  rivers  that  give  the  largest  fish  in 
the  winter,  as  I  am  sure,  from  reliable  information,  that 
there  is  a  run  up  the  Restigouche  in  November  or 
December,  after  the  ice  has  formed,  and  I  believe  this 
run  furnishes  the  kelts  which  go  to  the  sea  in  late  May 
and  early  June,  as  those  fish  which  spawned  in  October 
must  have  descended  the  river  long  before.  _  At  any  rate, 
there  are  three  or  four  problems  for  solution  in  all  this, 
none  of  which  I  had  any  idea  of  offering  when  I  sat  down. 
I  have  a  vague  recollection  of  reading  in  that  excellent 
book  Bund's  "Salmon  Problems  "  something  concerning 
the  sexual  differences  in  the  grilse  of  Britain,  and  it  may 
be  that  I  am  only  strengtheaing  your  knowledge  of  a 
general  rule  which  regulates  salmon  life  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic.  The  grilse  of  Britain  are,  however,  much 
larger  in  average  eize  than  those  of  this  country,  tl 
largest  one  I  have  ever  seen  being  61b. — Tours  faithfully, 

Albany,  N.T.    D.  Sage 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Deae  Sie, — I  am  indebted  to  Messrs.  William  Hayni 
and  Son,  of  Cork,  for  the  following  valuable  information, 
which,  as  I  cannot  avail  of  it  all,  may  interest  your  othi 
readers : 

"  Ton  would  get  excellent  fishing  at  Killarney  Lake 
at  Waterville  Like  (both  trout),  or  if  you  go  to  » 
Donegal,  lots  of  lakes  and  rivers  and  very  good  trout 
fishing  at  trilling  cost  beyond  charge  for  boat  and  man. 
There  is  also  very  good  trout  fishing  to  be  had  on  the 
North  Bride  at  Conna— all  free  fishing.  Kirby's  Hotel  is 
comfortable.  The  Glen  river  at  Skibbereen  is  an  excellent 
trout  river  if  weather  showery  to  keep  up  the  water.  If 
you  go  to  Macroom  there  are  nice  trout  rivers  in  the 
vicinity,  all  free,  and  at  Mrs.  Dennehy's  Hotel  yon  would 
find  good  quarters." 

Messrs.  Wm.  Haynes  and  Son  have  kindly  given  me  the 
above  information,  not  asking,  or  even  suspecting,  that  it 
would  be  published ;  but  I  would  advise  any  angler 
availing  himself  of  it  and  desiring  further  particulars  as  to 
tackle,  flies,  &o. ,  suitable  to  the  waters  to  place  himself  in 
their  hands.  Their  firm  is,  moreover,  too  well  known  to 
need  recommendation. — Yours  faithfully, 

Jamks  Callaguan, 


} 


AUBRIOAN  BOOKS.— A  cfttalogu*  of  Amerioan  booka  in  vuioos 
dCMrtm«nts  ot  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampaon  Low,  MantoB 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dnostan'i  Bouae,  Fetler-lane,  Londoo, 
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SOME  AKCTIC  FISHERIES. 
(Continued  from  page  326.) 

3. — White  Whale,  Shark,  Cod. 
On  the  right  bank  of  the  River  Knloia,  which 
rises  in  the  great  forest  near  the  Winter  Coast 
and  flows  northward  into  the  Gulf  of  Mezen,  lies 
the  village  of  Dolgoshtchelie,  whose  140  wooden 
houses  straggle  in  two  rows  along  the  post  road 
which  passes  through  them  in  the  manner  so 
typical  of  the  hamlets  of  Tzarland.  It  is  twenty- 
five  versts  from  the  sea,  and,  by  summer  roads, 
ninety  from  Mezen,  but  by  the  winter  way,  which 
leads,  "  as  the  crow  would  fly,"  over  the  firm  ice 
of  both  river  and  sea,  which  must  be  forded  or 
circumvented  in  the  summer,  it  is  but  forty. 
Agriculture,  consisting  merely  of  barley  raising, 
brings  in  but  little  here,  thanks  to  the  swampy 
subsoil  and  the  prevailing  northerly  wind. 
Meadow  land,  too,  is  very  scarce,  so  that  stock 
rearing  is  but  a  secondary  matter,  just  sufiicient 
cattle  being  kept  for  home  needs.  Other  occupa- 
tions, therefore,  must  be  sought  to  keep  life  going 
and  pay  the  taxes;  so  the  Dolgoshtchelians,  during 
the  winter  months,  build  karbasses  and  other 
boats,  both  for  their  own  use  and  for  sale,  from 


timber  which  is  floated  down  from  the  forests  at 
the  source  of  their  splendid  river  during  the  open 
months.  They  also  fish  in  the  Kuloia,  in  which 
they  catch  burbot  (Lota  vulgaris),  who  lie  con- 
cealed beneath  big  stones  in  very  deep  water,  with 
hook  and  line.  These  Lota  are  good  eating,  but 
are  caught  more  for  the  oil  got  from  their  livers, 
'  which  is  used  medicinally  as  cod  liver  oil  and  as  a 
I  dressing  for  leather,  which  prevents  freezing. 
I  These  fish  feed  on  the  fry  of  the  salmon  and  other 
I  more  valuable  inhabitants  of  the  river,  and  it  is 
;  probable  that  they  do  much  more  harm  than  they 
j  are  worth.  The  Kuloia  yields  also  navaga, 
j  flounder,  and  the  big  brown-backed  holibut 
■  (Hippoglossus  vulgaris),  who  also  loves  deep 
'  water ;  but  though  his  weight  is  huge  his  taste  is 
I  very  poor.  These  villagers  also  go  in  largely  for 
'  seal  hunting  in  the  Gulf  of  Mezen  and  round  the 
island  of  Morjovetz,  which  occupations,  together 
with  an  occasional  hunt  after  the  white  whale, 
give  them  work  all  the  year  round  and  render 
them  very  well  o£E. 

Fishing    for    the    beluga,    or   white  whale 
(Delphinapterus  leucas),  commences   about  the 
middle  of  June  and  lasts  but  one  month ;  yet  in 
I  that  short  season  large  numbers  are  caught,  and 
bring,  perhaps,  more  profit  to  their  catchers  than 
I  any  other  fish,  if  "  fish  "  be  the  correct  word  for 
j  these  "  cetaceans,"  who  breath  atmospheric  air 
by  means  of  lungs,  have  a  four-chambered  heart 
and  warm  blood,  a  diaphragm,  and  nurture  their 
j  young  after  birth.     During  this  short  season 
look-out  men  are  posted  on  shore  and  boat  to 
mark  the  first  sign  of  the  spouting  and  splashing 
of  the  herd,  whose  bodies  are  seen  but  little 
above  the  water,  and  with  the  beluga  the  word 
herd  is  used  in  its  fullest  sense,  for  when  he 
comes  he  brings  with  him  his  relations  and  friends 
to  the  number  of  100  or  more,  and  the  ladies  of 
the  party  have  with  them  their  grey  babies  or 
yellowish  yearlings. 

The  full-grown  beluga  is  of  a  glistening  white 
pearl  colour,  somewhat  like  the  under  side  of  flat 
fish,  but  having  neither  spot  nor  stripe  of  any 
other  colour,  12ft.  to  15ft.  long,  with  queer 
globular  head  and  small  eyes,  and  very  broad 
flappers  protruding  from  his  round,  oily  body. 

On  the  approach  of  a  herd  towards  the  shore 
the  watchers  pass  the  word  round,  and  in  an  hour 
from  ten  to  twenty  karbasses,  whose  nets  have 
lain  ready  for  days,  will  be  putting  out  to  sea, 
each  manned  by  a  crew  of  five.  These  nets,  which 
are  left  lying  in  the  boats,  coiled  and  ready  to  be 
thrown  out,  are  made  of  very  strong  ^in.  rope, 
in  lengths  of  lOOyds.,  and  5ft.  deep.  The  object 
aimed  at  is  to  drive  the  beluga  into  shallow  water, 
and  is  accomplished  by  first  mancsuvring  the 
boats  as  noiselessly  as  possible  to  seaward  of 
them,  then  forming  a  crescentic  line,  joining  the 
ends  of  the  nets  of  each  boat  with  those  of  its 
next-door  neighbour,  and  so,  at  last,  forming  a 
circle,  which  encloses  the  fish  and  gets  smaller 
and  smaller  as  it  drifts  upon  the  selected  shallow 
shore.  The  white  whale  is  very  easily  frightened 
by  noise,  but  if  once  outflanked  goes  blindly  on 
to  its  doom,  for,  once  the  nets  are  all  joined  up 
round  the  herd,  they  have  no  chance  to  escape, 
for  when  they  come  to  the  surface  to  breathe 
they  are  at  once  harpooned  and  dragged  to  the 
shore,  where  their  despatch  is  left  to  the  ladies 
and  boys,  who  wade  in  and  make  them  fast  to 
stakes.  As  many  as  100  have,  at  times,  been 
caught  with  one  throw  of  the  nets;  but  some- 
times the  fishers  are  not  sharp  enough  in  com- 
pleting the  circle,  when  the  fish  burst  through 
and  make  good  their  escape  into  deep  water. 

The  system  is  dependant  on  three  rather 
uncertain  factors — calm  water,  of  but  very  little 
greater  depth  than  the  nets,  and  a  shallow, 
sloping  shore  to  drag  up  and  despatch  the  victims 
on.  In  some  of  the  Siberian  estuaries  beluga  are 
chased  and  harpooned  just  as  are  the  larger 
whales,  without  the  aid  of  nets,  and  towed  ashore 
or  hauled  up  on  deck  by  the  aid  of  a  tackle. 
When  very  hard  times  press  upon  the  mujik  he 
does  not  despise  beluga  flesh,  salted  and  dried, 
but  as  a  rule — for  it  is  nearly  as  nasty  as  seal 
flesh — when  the  skin  and  fat  have  been  removed, 
the  carcass  is  left  to  be  devoured  by  the  seagulls, 
who  circle  round  in  expectation  of  their  feast. 
The  banks  of  the  Mezen  are  littered  with  the 
bodies  of  seal  and  grampus,  from  whose  wasted 
remains  good  manure  might  be  made;  but  the 
mujik  was  ever  wastful  of  Nature's  gifts. 

The  chief  value  of  the  beluga  is  its  hide,  from 


which  traces  for  reindeer  are  cut  in  a  spiral  form, 
all  in  one  piece,  which  is  afterwards  oiled  and 
stretched  so  as  to  avoid  any  join  in  their  whole 
length,  and,  as  they  are  passed  Vjetween  the  hind 
Ipgs,  this  is  very  necessary,  for  otherwise  the 
tender  insides  of  the  thighs  would  l>e  galled.  The 
fat,  of  which  these  monsters  yield  from  12  to  25 
poods,  which  melt  into  from  50  to  100  gtillons  of 
oil,  is  used  on  the  Russian  railways  for  axle 
grease.  The  beluga  feeds  on  cod  and  flounder, 
and  it  is  in  search  of  these  that  he  comes  into  the 
U-shaped  bays  and  estuaries,  in  which  he  is  so 
easily  surrounded  and  taken.  As  the  nets  are 
expensive,  and  at  least  fifty  men  are  required  to 
effectually  encircle  a  herd,  the  fishers  work 
together  in  "artel,"  or  co-operativa  association, 
the  catch  being  sold — at  about  £2  per  fish — and 
the  money  divided  equally,  each  man  contributing 
the  same  amount  to  the  general  expenses. 

The  Pomors — the  word  literally  means  "  by  the 
saa  "  or  coasters — who  inhabit  the  Lapland  coast 
of  the  White  Sea  between  Onega  and  Kandalax, 
are  perhaps  the  hardiest  race  of  the  north, 
preserving  all  the  vigour  and  energy  of  their 
famous  ancestors,  who  were  persecuted  by 
Alexis  and  Peter,  and,  rather  than  give  up  their 
"  old  faith "  and  become  orthodox,  left  their 
homes  and  sought  refuge  in  the  Lapland  forests. 

Their  chief  occupations  are  deep  sea  fishing 
off  the  Tersk  and  Murman  coasts,  where  they 
catch  herring,  cod,  hake,  and  flounder,  and 
Greenland  shark  (Loemargus  borealis] ;  and  the 
running  of  trading  trips  in  their  little  schooners 
between  the  more  northern  ports  of  Russia  and 
Norway  ;  in  which  industry  they  are  not  always 
particular  to  pay  the  duty  chargeable  by  the 
Customs  of  those  dbuntries,  if  any  means  of 
avoiding  it  can  be  invented.  The  Pomors  belong 
to  the  "  priestless "  division  of  the  "  old 
believer,"  and,  having  no  priests  to  celebrate  it, 
consider  matrimony  needless,  but,  dispensing  with 
the  religious  ceremony,  simply  let  the  world  know 
of  their  intention  to  be  united  by  walking  through 
their  village  bound  with  a  string  to  the  object  of 
their  affections,  a  form  which  is  quite  as  binding 
on  them,  though  void  in  the  eye  of  Church  and 
State,  as  is  the  more  pompous  ceremony  of  their 
orthodox  brethren. 

The  catching  of  shark  demands  but  little 
expenditure  of  skill  or  capital,  simply  a  karbass 
of  500  poods  burden,  fitted  with  a  pulley  and 
windlass,  some  iron  hooks  rivet"^d  on  to  a  yard  of 
chain,  to  which  the  rope  line  is  made  fast,  for  the 
shark's  tooth  makes  short  work  of  any  line  with 
which  it  may  come  in  contact,  and  some  very  high 
seal  flesh  for  bait.  The  smell  of  the  latter 
spreads  far  and  wide  through  the  water,  the 
gluttonous  shark  rushes  at,  and  greedily  seizes  the 
odoriferous  morsel,  hook  and  chain  included,  and 
is  thus  fast  almost  before  he  has  bitten  ;  a  minute 
more  sees  him  on  his  way  to  the  surface,  for  the 
windlass  allows  no  "playing."  The  shark  is 
dragged  just  clear  of  the  water  and  to  the  level  of 
the  deck,  but  not  on  to  it ;  here  he  is  clubbed  on 
the  head  with  an  iron  mallet,  his  belly  is  then 
split  open  and  the  liver  cut  out,  the  rest  being  either 
flung  away  or  used  as  bait  to  catch  its  brothers 
and  sisters.  The  liver  is  subsequently  melted 
down  for  oil,  which  finds  its  way  south  as  the 
Oleum  Morrhuse  "  Cod  Liver  Oil "  of  the 
pharmaoopceia.  For  some  years  shark  fishing 
brought  in  good  earnings  on  the  east  as  well  as 
the  west  side  of  the  White,  or  more  correctly, 
Mud-Brown  Sea,  but  owing  to  one  year's  failure 
the  industry  was  much  abandoned,  and  thus  a 
valuable  source  of  livelihood  lies  neglected. 

To  the  north  of  the  White  Sea,  where  the 
water  is  deeper,  cod  are  caught  in  great  numbers, 
but  they  are  somewhat  smaller  and  of  a  darker 
colour  than  their  cousins  of  the  Dogger  Bank,  and 
show  dark  marks  on  both  sides  behind  the 
shoulder.  They  are  taken  by  line  and  hook  from 
open  boats,  but  more  often  by  a  huge  square  net 
called  a  "  poddon,"  which  is  thrown  from  four 
karbasses,  one  at  each  corner,  and  so  surrounds 
the  fish,  catching  them  wholesale ;  yet  there 
seems  no  fear  of  the  supply  giving  out,  for 
Buckland  estimated  that  the  7Jlbs.  of  roe 
deposited  by  the  female  cod  contains  seven 
million  eggs.  Most  of  the  catch  is  dried  in  the 
sun  for  "  tresca,"  that  evil-smelling  food  of  the 
mujik,  and  for  this  purpose  it  fetches  a  good 
price. 

The  making  of  nets  is  a  village  industry,  carried 
on  wherever  fish  are  to  be  caught,  and  that  is 
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everywhere  in  Tzarland.  In  the  north,  the 
peasants  occupy  the  long  winter  nights  with 
netting,  one  man  twisting  the  eight-ply  strands 
while  another  nets.  The  size  of  the  mesh  is  not 
indicated,  as  with  us,  in  terms  of  inches,  but  by 
the  number  of  fingers  or  hands  they  wUi  admit;  and 
the  names  of  the  nets  in  most  common  use  are  all 
derived  from  this  fact.  Thus  a  net  through 
whose  mesh  one  fiager  can  pass  is  called 
"  slepoushka  "  ;  that  which  takes  two,  "  dvouper- 
etnikz,"  or  "  chastik  " ;  three,  "  mez^eoumok,"  and 
so  on.  Thpy  are  tanned  by  steeping  in  decoctions 
of  birch  and  willow  barks,  or  by  smearing  with 
eeal  oil.  Ernest  Ward  Lowey. 

(To  be  contirmed.) 


THE  FRESH- WATER  MUSSEL. 


From  time  to  time  fresh-water  fishermen  have 
recorded  the  taking  of  their  bait  by  the  familiar 
mussel  of  our  streams  and  ponds.  The  pulling 
out  of  a  shelly  bivalve  from  the  water  may  very 
naturally  cause  some  surprise  on  the  part  of  the 
angler,  and  not  long  ago,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  a  correspondent  sought  for  some 
knowledge  of  the  creature's  habits  as  being  likely 
to  afford  a  simple  explanation  of  such  an 
occurrence. 

The  fresh-water  mussel  {Anodonta  cygnea)  of 
Linneus  (Fig.  1)  has  a  more  intimate  connection 
with  fish  than  might  at  first  sight  be  expected  of 
a  mollusc  and  the  following  remarks  upon  it  and 
its  life  history  may  prove  acceptable.  It  is  a 
matter  of  common  observation  that  the  living 
animal  can  tightly  close*  its  shfll,  and  very 
effectually  keep  it  shut,  when  interfered  with  or 
taken  out  of  the  water.  A  glance  at  the  accom- 
panying diagram  (Fig.  2)  will  serve  to  show  that 
two  powerful  muscles  run  from  valve  to  valve, 
keeping  them  together  edge  to  edge  if  need  be, 
but  capable  of  relaxing  sufficiently  on  occasion  to 
allow  of  the  elastic  ligament  at  the  hinge  causing 
them  to  gape  open.  If  proof  of  this  last  state- 
ment be  needed,  an  examination  of  empty  shells 
will  show  that  in  all  cases  where  the  connection 
between  the  valves  persists  intact  these  will  not 
remain  closed.  This  is  true  whether  the  shells 
have  been  exposed  to  the  air  or  are  still  reposing 
below  water,  and  is  not,  therefore,  due  to  any 
drying  process. 

It  is  remarkable  how  great  a  strain  bivalves 
can  withstand  if  it  be  not  prolonged.  We  know 
what  an  amount  of  strength  has  to  be  exerted  to 
snap  the  one  central  muscle  of  the  oyster,  even 
when  a  lever,  in  the  shape  of  an  oyster  knife, 
is  brought  into  play  between  its  valves. 

The  starfish — to  dwell  for  a  moment  longer  on 
the  inhabitants  of  the  sea— can  maintain  a  con- 
tinuous pull  on  the  two  shells  of  a  bivalve  by 
means  of  its  multitudinous  tube  feet  provided 
with  suckers.  The  muscles  of  its  prey  in  time  are 
tired  out,  they  relax,  and  the  valves  come  apart 
sufficiently  for  the  starfish  to  introduce  his 
accommodating  stomach  between  them,  and,  with 
this  organ  protruded  from  his  mouth,  to  digest 
the  juicy  mollusc  in  its  own  home,  as  it  were. 

Coming  back  to  fresh  water  again,  let  us 
imagine  a  mussel  lying  open  on  the  bottom  of  its 
stream,  or  ploughing  its  way  through  the  mud 
with  the  help  of  its  muscular  yellow  foot  thrust 
out  from  between  its  valves.  Suppose  still 
further,  that  an  angler  casts  his  bait  into  the 
water,  and  that  it  falls  or  is  drawn  between  the 
gaping  shells.  What  will  be  the  result  P  The 
timid  mollusc,  feeling  a  shock,  will  at  once  close 
its  fcheli,  and  if  the  bait  or  hook  remain  between 
the  valves,  these  will  nip  it  so  tightly  that  the 
whole  creature  may  be  dragged  through  the 
water,  and — such  a  process  serving  only  to  make 
the  grip  tighten — into  the  air  and  on  to  the  bank 
of  the  stream. 

The  structure  of  a  mussel  precludes  any  possi- 
bility of  its  attempting  to  make  a  meal  off  the 
most  desirable  bait  ever  offered  to  its  finny 
neight>our8.  To  begin  with,  although  it  has  a 
tiny  mouth  at  the  front  end  of  its  body,  it  has  no 
head  distinguishable  as  such,  and  no  means  of 
maeticating  food, even  if  itcould  convey  anything 
of  the  Vjulk  implied  to  the  required  spot.  How  it 
does  maintain  itself  we  shall  see  presently,  when 
we  have  said  a  necessarr  word  or  two  about  its 
general  oonformation.  In  the  mangled  condition 
in  which  a  mussel  appears  when  opened  in  some 


rough  and  ready  way,  it  would  be  by  no  means 
easy  for  one  unfamiliar  with  its  structure  to 
determine  that  thei"e  was  very  much  to  discover. 
If,  however,  care  is  taken  in  the  process  of  re- 
moving one  valve,  a  good  deal  may  be  at  once 
made  out.  If  something  thin  and  comparatively 
wide  be  placed  just  between  the  edges  of  the  valves 
and  turned  at  right  angles  so  as  to  force  and  fix 
them  open  a  little  way,  the  margins  of  the  fleshy 
flaps  that  build  and  line  each  half  of  the  shell 
may  be  seen.  The  uppermost  one  of  these  must 
be  pressed  down  from  the  valve  to  which  it  is  in 
no  way  directly  fixed,  and  the  two  muscles  (shown 
in  black  in  Fig.  8)  cut  through.  These  can  now 
easily  be  reached  with  a  long-bladed  or  thin- 
handled  knife.  The  upper  valve,  which  thus 
becomes  completely  detached  from  the  animal, 
can  be  removed,  and  the  flap  of  skin  already 
alluded  to,  and  called  the  mantle,  can  be  turned 
back  for  some  distance  towards  the  hinge,  it 
being  free  until  it  reaches  the  true  body  of  the 
animal,  which  it  covers  completely.  This  done, 
the  two  brownish  gills  of  one  side  can  be  readily 
distinguished,  which  at  this  time  of  year  in  the 
female  may  be  distended  with  crowds  of  newly- 


one  muscle  to  close  its  shell,  the  valves 
of  which  are  provided  with  formidable  teeth  (Fig. 
4)  on  their  edges.  Furthermore,  the  little  animal 
is  furnished  with  a  threadforattachment  purposes, 
recalling  those  with  which  the  sea-mussel  hangs 
itself  on  to  rocks  and  piers.  If  the  embryo  we  are 
considering  is  lucky,  it  soon  meets  with  a  fish  to 
which  it  holds  fast,  ultimately  closing  its  shell,  so 
that  the  teeth  meet  in  the  skin  and  becoming  com- 
pletely covered  over  owing  to  the  inflammation 
probably  set  up.  In  the  present  month  the  writer^ 
has  kept  fish  in  aquaria  with  mussels,  and  withinfl 
two  hours  of  the  time  of  introducing  a  lively 
stickleback  into  a  vessel  containing  mussel 
embryos  no  less  than  eight  of  these  had  made 
themselves  secure  on  its  fins  and  tail,  where  they 
were  most  conspicuous. 

In  this  position  the  changes  necessary  befor 
the  adult  conformation  is  attained  are  gonti 
through,  and  when  the  time  comes  the  young 
mussel,  on  dropping  to  the  bottom,  will  find  itsel 
in  "  fresh  woods  and  pastures  new."    Yery  large 
sizes  are  reached  by  our  English  species,  and! 
many  variations  in  the  colour  and  shape  of  thol 
shells  may  be  met  with,  but  no  corresponding 


Pig.Jl. — Photograph  of  the  Fresh-water  Mussel.' 


Fig.  2  — Diagrammatic  section  Bhowlog 
the  muscles  running  from  valve  to 
valve;  the  hinge  Is  supposed  to  he 
uppermost,  but  it  and  the  upper  partionn 
of  each  valve  are  removed. 


/  Position 

;■    Of  rotTV/HEH 


Fig.  3. — Diagram  showing  left  valve  removed,  and  right  mantla  flap 
cut  away  as  far  as  its  attachment  to  the  body,  from  which  a  portion  is 
also  removed  to  show  the  heart. 


An  embryo  mussel  (after  Balfour),  highly 
magnified. 


hatched  young.  At  the  broader  end  of  the 
animal,  in  front  of  the  gills,  two  triangular 
yellowish  structures  or  palps  may  be  seen  lying 
at  the  side  of  the  mouth,  which  is  just  above  the 
now  contracted  muscular  "  foot." 

All  over  these  gills  and  palps  are  innumerable 
little  lashes  actively  striking  the  water,  which  can 
only  be  seen  properly  under  a  microscope.  They 
keep  currents  of  water  flowing  through  the  gills 
and  on  to  the  mouth,  carrying  the  minute 
organisms  upon  which  the  creature  feeds. 

Those  who  wish  to  study  the  mussel  further, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  become  familiar  with  a 
curiosity  of  bodily  structure,  may  remove  a 
portion  of  the  covering  of  the  animal,  and 
discover  just  below  the  hinge  the  still  beating 
heart  of  the  creature.  This  organ  is  particularly 
remarkable  in  that  the  alimentary  canal  runs 
right  through  it  from  end  to  end. 

Let  us,  however,  now  follow  the  fortunes  of  one 
of  the  tiny  mussels  when  the  time  has  come 
for  it  to  leave  the  parent  shell.  It  is 
more  or  less  triangular  in  shape,  and  has  but 


anatomical  differences  have  been  established  in 
spite  of  the  names  given  to  them  by  continental 
naturalists.  We  recollect  the  record  in  Science 
Gossip  of  shells  which  reached  nearly  9in. 
in  length  (N.S.,  Vol.  5,  1898-9,  p.  345),  while  a 
recent  addition  to  the  shell  gallery  in  the  British 
Museum,  if  we  mistake  not,  exceeds  even  this 
great  size.  P.  H. 


MESSRS.  J.  BERNARD  AND 
DRY  FLIES. 


SON'S 


Wb  have  received  from  Messrs.  J.  Bernard  and 
Son's,  5,  Ohurch-place,  Piccadilly,  London,  some 
samples  of  the  following  leading  flies ; 
Dark  Olives,  Ginger  Quill, 

Hare's  Ear,  Pink  Wiokham, 

The  Nondescript,  Mr.  Pope's  favourite. 
The  Nondescript,  another  dressing. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  say  which  is  the  most 
deadly  pattern,  but  we  should  be  inclined  to  back 
the  Ginger  Quill.  The  flies  are  of  first-olass  make. 
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and  worthy  of  being  submitted  to  the  critical  eye 
of  highly  educated  Test  or  Itchen  trout. 

Talking  recently  about  flies  with  Mr.  G.  Tarde, 
of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  he  said  he  did  not  care 
to  see  much  in  the  way  of  whisks  or  tails  on 
artificial  flies,  and  instanced  the  case  of  Heath,  of 
Dolverton,  who  was  a  very  successful  angler — he 
always  bit  off  the  tails,  saying  that  they  often 
caused  the  fish  to  miss  the  fly.  If  at  all  stiff  they 
certainly  may  in  some  cases  cause  the  fish  to  muS 
the  fly  (though  it  is  more  generally  the  angler 


The  Old  Keep  Towee, 

who  muffs  the  fish).  If  you  put  a  dry  fly  on  the 
surface  of  some  water  you  will  find  you  can  push 
it  about  simply  by  pressing  your  finger  against 
the  ends  of  the  tails,  and  the  effect  may  at  times 
be  the  same  when  a  trout  rises  and  "  misses  "  the 
fly.  Too  stiff  and  long  a  hackle  on  a  floating  fly 
may  have  the  same  effect.  Of  course,  when  fish 
are  taken  madly  they  swallow  everything.  We 
refer  to  those  times  when  they  seem  to  sip  at  the 
flies  like  a  lady  at  afternoon  tea.  Anglers  who 
have  not  tried  Mr.  Pope's  little  Nondescript 
ought  to  lose  no  time  in  doing  so. 


THE  ONNT  (SHROPSHIRE). 

Hard  by  the  picturesque  old  Norman  castle  of 
Stokesay  runs  the  silver  Onny.  By  the  way,  this 
fine  old  building  is  not  strictly  a  castle,  but  a  very 
interesting  example  of  a  fortified  Norman  manor 
house  of  the  period.  Still,  having  a  fine  keep 
tower,  the  place  is  generally  called  a  castle,  and 
has  a  grand  old  banqueting  hall,  moat,  &c.,  and  a 
beautiful  old  timbered  gateway,  in  reality  a 
dwelling-house,  occupied  by  the  custodian  of  the 


Stokesay  Castle,  Salop. 

castle.  Every  side  of  this  fine  old  place  makes  a 
good  photo,  so  anglers  who  also  practise  the 
"  black  art "  please  make  a  note. 

Now  for  the  fishing  available  here.  To  get 
this,  one  must  stay  at  the  Stokesay  Oastle  Hotel, 
kept  by  worthy  friend  Hartshoni.  This  is  a  new 
house,  and  up  to  date  in  every  way;  every 
accommodation  for  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and 
about  100yds.  from  the  river.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hartshorn  may  be  trusted  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  make  an  angler  enjoy  himself,  There  are 
capital  rooms,  a  nice  batnroom,  and  all  the  rest 


of  it.  Sanitary  matters  particularly  good.  If  tht 
angler  likes  an  occasional  festive  glass,  here  one 
will  get  the  right  "  spirits  of  Hartshorn." 

The  worthy  host  has  the  run  of  a  good  one  and 
a  half  miles  of  fishing,  to  which  he  makes  his 
guests  welcome,  and  no  charge.  The  Onny  being 
a  ti-ibutary  of  the  Severn,  a  2i.  licence  is  required, 
procurable  from  Williamson  and  Son,  gnnamiths, 
Ludlow,  or  Ashdown,  naturalist.  High-street, 
Shrewsbury.  An  angler  should  be  provided  with 
this  licence,  which  can  be  sent  by  post,  adding  a 
penny  for  postage,  and  giving,  of  course,  name 
and  address  of  applicant.  There  are  trout, 
grayling,  dace,  &c.,  in  the  water,  which  consists 
of  streams  and  pools  altematelr.  I  think 
it  well  to  mention,  however,  tnat  a  good 
while  ago  some  tar  or  creosote  unluckily 
got  into  the  river,  washed  down  a  tributary  about 
three  miles  upstream,  and  a  good  many  fish 
were  killed.  Still,  there  are  plenty  left,  and  as 
we  have  had  a  succession  of  floods  this  winter  and 
spring,  the  stream  must  have  been  well  scoured 
out,  and  fre&h  fish  come  in  from  the  different 
tributaries.  Anyone  who  wants  a  change,  vrith 
lovely  scenery  and  objects  of  interest  in  all 
directions,  with  a  hearty  welcome  and  a  bit  of 
fishing  thrown  in,  cannot  do  better  than  give  the 
Stokesay  Castle  Hotel  a  trial.  The  house  is 
about  six  minutes'  walk  from  Craven  Arms 
Railway  Station,  and  two  minutes  from  the  post 
ofiice.  London  ard  other  papers  delivered  at  the 
hotel  about  10  30  every  morning.  Good  service 
of  trains  from  Shrewsbury  or  Hereford.  The 
London  and  North- Western  and  Great  Western 
work  the  line  jointly,  and  one  can  book  through 
from  Euston  or  Paddington  to  Craven  Arms, 

Trusting  this  may  be  useful  some  time  or  other, 
and  just  adding  that  a  cast  composed  of  a  gold- 
ribbed  March  Brown,  a  Governor,  and  an  Iron 
Blue  should  kill  well  on  the  Onny — medium-sized 
flies  best  tied  on  gut,  not  eyed,  though  either  can 
of  course  be  used.  W.  S.  Bttddicom. 


A  BARREN  EASTER. 


One  would  have  to  go  back  some  years  to  find 
a  parallel  in  point  of  unfavourable  fishing  weather 
to  the  Eastertide  which  has  just  passed.  Although 
it  is  almost  too  soon,  especially  as  the  winter  has 
trespassed  unduly  on  to  the  early  days  of  spring, 
to  expect  to  find  trout  in  small  rivers  in  good  con- 
dition, yet  so  keen  is  the  fly  fisher,  and  so  eager 
is  he  to  handle  again  the  favourite  greenheart  or 
built  cane,  that  he  avails  of  the  first  opportunity 
after  the  opening  day  to  steal  away  from  business 
and  hie  to  the  country  where  he  will  get,  if 
nothingel8e,a  welcomechangeof  scene  andperhaps 
bracing  air.  But  how  often  is  he  disappointed 
with  his  Easter  jaunt  P  Speaking  for  myself  and 
judging  from  tales  of  woe  recounted  to  me  by 
brother  piscators  similarly  unfortunate,  this 
holiday  time  has  been,  as  far  as  concerns  ^port, 
about  the  worst  encountered  within  a  date  any- 
thing like  recent. 

To  begin  with.  Good  Friday  was  ushered  in 
with  blustering  winds — blustering,  forsooth,  is  far 
too  mild  a  word  to  use  to  express  the  tempest 
which  raged  throughout  that  day.  I  was  trying 
to  fish  a  part  of  the  Colne,  but  the  terrible  wind 
upset  all  one's  calculations  and  spoiled  every 
prospect  of  getting  even  a  solitary  fish  The 
river,  in  excellent  order  as  regards  height  and 
colour,  resembled  a  miniature  sea,  the  white- 
tipped  wavelets  breaking  in  upon  the  banks  with 
a  force  seldom  seen  in  the  part  of  the  country 
where  I  was  for  the  moment  located.  In  one  or 
two  sheltered  bends  of  the  stream  it  was  possible 
to  throw  a  fly,  and  that  is  all  that  can  be  said 
about  it,  for  the  tearing  gale  at  one's  back  made 
casting  uncertain,  not  to  say  dangerous.  The  fly 
was  here,  there,  and  everywhere,  and  fell,  when  it 
did  alight  on  the  water,  just  where  it  chose.  As 
a  fisherman,  I  have  a  fair  share  of  the  virtues 
which  should  be  possessed  by  the  followers  of  Old 
Izaak — I  have  a  certain  amount  of  faith  in  a 
particular  fly  ;  I  am  always  full  of  hope  that  the 
darkest  and  most  unpromising  beginning  may 
have  a  bright  and  happy  ending  ;  patience  I  have 
in  abundance,  and  when  I  go  forth  fishing  I  do 
not  play  at  the  game,  but  treat  it  with  a  consider- 
able quantum  of  seriousness,  and  work  hard  to 
bring  about  a  favourable  ending  to  my  opera- 
tions. 

But  Good  Friday  I  shall  not  soon  forget.  It 
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was  positively  courting  disaster  to  stand  on  the 
little  weir  platform  in  the  howling  gale  which 
blew.  Rise  of  fly  there  was  absolutely  none.  If 
there  had  been,  the  poor  freshly-hatched  mites 
would  have  been  whirled  out  of  sight  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye.  I  persevered,  nevertheless, 
in  the  quietest  nooks  and  corners  I  could  discover, 
but  with  the  exception  of  landing  a  brace  of  ill- 
conditioned  chub,  not  a  fish  came  to  the  net. 

Saturday  found  me  by  the  side  of  the  pictur- 
esque Mole  so  beloved  by  bream  anglers.  The 
part  I  had  selected  was  of  large  extent,  and  I  had 
every  anticipation  of  writing  off  the  deficit  of 
that  bad  Friday  to  which  I  have  alluded.  But 
once  again  misfortune  dogged  my  steps.  The 
wind  was  less  strong,  but  was  still  much  in 
evidence;  the  stretch,  however,  being  hardly  so 
open  as  the  portion  of  the  Colne  I  had  visited  on  the 
previous  day,  it  was  not  felt  to  any  appreciable 
extent.  A  walk  from  the  railway  station  skirting 
in  one  place  a  lovely  part  of  the  river,  which 
looked  particularly  like  holding  trout  of  good  size 
and  in  large  quantity,  and  my  quarters  were  soon 
reached.  There  was  a  splendid  rise  of  March 
Browns,  which  lasted  for  a  considerable  while.  I 
remember  once,  on  this  particular  preserve,  seeing 
a  ^rand  rise  of  May  Fly.  I  was  not  fishing  at  the 
time,  but  had  simply  strolled  over  to  inspect  some 
water  in  an  official  capacity.  A  hundred  yards 
away  from  the  stream  the  air  was  alive  with  the 
fly.  I  have  never  seen  anything  approaching  to 
it  except  last  year,  when  passing  through 
Thatcham  cn  route  to  the  Lamboume.  The 
railway  station  was  invaded  by  a  huge  army  of 
May  Flies.  They  filled  the  booking-ofiice,  waiting- 
rooms  and  platforms,  and  the  air  around  was 
thick  with  them — a  most  extraordinary  sight  when 
seen  for  the  first  time. 

But  to  return  to  the  Mole.  Of  March  Browns 
there  were  plenty,  but  of  fish  I  did  not  see  a  single 
example  from  one  end  of  the  water  to  the  other 
Indeed  it  was  one  of  the  most  difficult  pieces  of 
fishing  to  tackle  I  have  ever  come  across,  owing  to 
the  superabundance  of  willows,  alders,  brambles, 
and  what  not,  which  fringed  the  stream  for  miles, 
hardly  without  a  break  worthy  of  the  name.  The 
whole  was,  in  truth,  a  fishy  fortress  as  impreg- 
nable to  the  fly  fisher  as  Ladysmith  was  to  the 
Boers.  Although  I  passed  a  pleasant  day 
prospecting  amid  the  most  enjoyable  surroundings 
and  marked  down  on  the  tablets  of  my  memory 
a  few  likely  looking  holts  for  big  chub  and  game- 
some roach,  aye,  and  bream  too,  for  which  latter 
the  river  has  a  worthy  reputation,  again  my  creel 
was  empty. 

But  wretched  as  Good  Friday  was,  Easter 
Monday  fairly  eclipsed  it  in  tempestuousness. 
Not  only  was  the  wind  wild  and  boisterous,  but 
rain  fell  in  torrents  at  intervals  more  or  less 
short.  Then  by  way  of  contrast  a  storm  of  hail 
descended  about  noon,  and  the  weather  became 
much  colder.  There  was  thunder,  too,  and  light- 
ning, and  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon  two 
rainbows  appeared,  while  all  the  time  the  westerly 
gale  continued  with  unabated  violence.  I  was 
close  to  a  certain  high  bridge  when  a  perfect 
deluge  of  rain  came  suddenly  upon  me.  In  order 
to  prevent  being  wetted  through  and  through  by 
the  pitiless  downpour  I  got  into  the  water  (for 
luckily  I  had  waders  on)  and  took  refuge  under 
one  of  the  arches  of  the  said  bridge  until  the 
outburst  had  subsided.  And  so  it  went  on — 
glimpses  of  sunshine  and  rain  alternately  obtain- 
ing. Fishing  was  an  utter  farce  ;  indeed,  it  was 
worse  than  useless  to  attempt  it.  A  heavy 
running  line,  short  cast,  and  powerful  rod  were  of 
no  avail  against  the  strong  blast.  The  trout  were 
not  to  be  enticed,  and  until  we  have  a  spell  of 
warmer  weather  to  bring  them  out  of  their  winter 
quarters,  it  is  exceedingly  improbable  that  any- 
thing will  be  done,  near  the  metropolis,  at  any 
rate.  An  angling  acquaintance  who  spent  the 
greater  part  of  Good  Friday  on  Shepperton  Weir, 
endeavouring  in  vain  to  attract  the  attention  of 
one  of  the  Thames  leviathans,  remarked  to  me 
that  there  was  not  a  bleak  to  be  seen  anywhere. 
To  keep  his  footing  on  the  narrow  platform  he 
had  perforce  to  hold  on  to  the  slender  rail  like 
grim  death  to  prevent  himself  being  blown  over- 
board, and  aa  a  reward  for  his  uncomfortable  and 
hazardous  work  he  did  not  see  the  faintest  sign  of 
a  trout,  nor  had  the  least  indication  of  a  run.  My 
Eftst^r  trouting  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few 
words— abundance  of  exercise,  plenty  of  fresh  air, 
the  enjoyment  of  the  peace  and  quietude  of.the 


coxintry,  a  general  toning  up  of  the  system,  but 
sport,  upon  which  every  enthusiast — pardonably, 
perhaps — lays  so  much  stress,  was  absolutely  and 
entirely  wanting.  May  the  time  be  not  far 
distant  when  the  tables  may  be  turned  and  this 
tale  of  woe  be  changed  into  a  veritable  song  of 
triumph.  The  Ghiel. 


THE  FLIPJACK  AS  A  LURE  FOR 
BLACK  BASS. 


The  inquiry  from  Mr.  William  H.  Tuohy,  of 
Eagle,  Wis.,  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  3,  is  a  sample 
of  hundreds  which  I  have  received  from  all  over 
the  United  States,  therefore  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
give  a  description  of  the  flipjack  lure  in  the 
Aynerican  Field,  knowing  that  thousands  of  its 
readers  are  anglers  and  will  be  glad  to  learn  any- 
thing relative  to  the  "  gentle  sport "  which  may 
afford  them  pleasvire.  I  have  answered  scores  of 
letters,  but  hundreds  yet  are  unanswered,  and  I 
hope  the  writers  thereof  will  read  this  communi- 
cation and  obtain  from  it  the  desired  information. 
I  know  of  no  one  manufacturing  this  lure,  but  I 
have  made  quite  a  number  myself.  I  have  been  a 
bass  fisher  for  over  forty  years,  and  have  tried  all 
kinds  of  live  and  artificial  lures,  in  many  waters, 
and  I  freely  declare  that  the  flipjack  surpasses 
anything  I  ever  used.  I  made  one  last  October, 
and  inside  of  thirty  minutes'  time  I  landed  seven 
black  bass,  total  weight,  151b.  The  next  day,  in 
another  lake,  I  caught  over  thirty  in  three  hours. 
These  are  the  only  trials  I  have  ever  given  the 
flipjack,  and  I  am  more  than  satisfied  that  it  is 
the  best  bait.   The  one  on  the  left  in  the  illustra- 


The  Flipjack  as  a  Luee  for  Black  Bass. 

(The  one  on  the  left  landed  thirty-seven  bats  in  three  and  a 
half  hoars.) 


tion  is  the  one  which  I  used  on  both  occasions. 
It  shows  a  little  wear  only. 

In  the  construction  of  the  flipjack,  any  metal, 
such  as  coin  silver,  German  silver,  nickel, 
aluminium,  brass,  copper  or  bronze,  may  be  used. 
Cut  a  strip  4in.  long  and  ^in.  wide  at  the  ends, 
tapering  the  sides  from  each  end  toward  and 
within  \\a..  of  the  centre,  where  the  strip  should 
be  ^in.  wide.  Drill  a  small  hole  in  the  exact 
centre,  and  slip  the  strip  over  a  wire  shank,  and 
down  |in.  upon  two  or  three  beads,  which  act  as 
ball  bearings,  resting  on  a  collar  soldered  to  the 
shank.  Then  close  a  loop  at  top  of  the  shank 
with  soft  solder.  Then  bend  both  ends  of  the 
strip  downward  from  the  loop  on  the  shank, 
making  each  downward  turn  at  a  point  jin.  from 
the  hole  in  the  centre,  through  which  the  shank 
has  been  inserted;  leave  the  ends  of  the  strip 
slightly  farther  from  the  centre,  to  give  the 
whirling  motion  when  the  lore  is  drawn  through 
the  water.  A  glance  at  the  illustration  will 
explain  these  instructions. 

The  wire  shank  should  be  4in.  or  Sin.  long  with 
three  No.  1  Sproat  hooks  attached  to  the  bottom 
with  solder,  or  ringed  hooks  can  bo  used  by  making 
a  loop  on  the  end  of  the  shank.  The  hooKs  should 
be  dressed,  as  shown  in  the  illustration,  with  the 
hair  from  a  deer's  tail,  brown  and  white  mixed. 
This  is,  undoubtedly,  the  best  material  in  the 
world  for  the  purpose,  as  it  will  never  become 
soft  and  baggy  in  the  water  and  the  color  seems 
to  be  very  taking  to  the  fancy  of  the  black  bass. 

When  fishing  with  the  flipjack,  the  most  of  the 
anglers  use  a  long  cane  pole,  with  a  stout  line  of 
equal  length,  tied  in  the  loop  at  top  of  the  shank  ; 
and  lOin.  from  lure  they  place  a  lead  sinker  2iii. 


long,  the  size  of  a  lead  pencil,  or  larger.  The 
fisherman  stands  in  the  bow  of  his  boat,  is  moved 
about  from  point  to  point  by  an  oarsman,  and 
does  his  casting  in  front  or  to  either  side,  near 
some  stump,  log,  rocks,  or  dock  line.  The  heavy 
sinker  carries  down  the  lure  immediately,  giving 
the  flipjack  an  immediate  whirl,  and  then  the 
fisherman  draws  the  bait  towards  or  past  his  boat. 
If  unsuccessful,  another  cast  is  made,  always 
allowing  the  bait  to  drop  upon  the  water  as  lightly 
as  possible.  This  is  best  done  by  an  under  instead 
of  an  over  hand  cast. 

In  my  bass  fishing  I  use  a  canvas  boat  of  161b., 
a  10ft.  three- joint  lancewood  rod  of  9oz.  weight, 
and  sit  upon  a  cushion  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat, 
propelling  it  with  a  small  paddle.  With  this 
boat  I  can  advance  so  stealthily  that  I  am  always 
able  to  deliver  my  cast  in  a  spot  where  the  fishes 
are  not  frightened.  Then  if  the  lure  is  droppe 
just  right,  with  little  or  no  noise,  success  is  almos 
sure  to  crown  the  angler's  efforts. 

In  fishing  with  live  bait  I  follow  almost  th 
same  method,  only  I  use  a  float  at  from  20in.  to 
40in.  above  my  mirmow.    When  fishing  with  li' 
frogs  no  sinker  nor  float  is  used. 

In  this  communication  I  have  tried  to  give  such 
information  as  will  supply  the  wants  of  those  who 
have  written  to  me,  and  also  of  the  thousands  of 
kind-hearted  and  noble  anglers  scattered  through 
America  and  other  countries ;  and  if  I  have  been 
of  service  to  any,  my  object  is  accomplished. 
When  the  spring  flowers  bloom  again,  and  the 
gentle  zephyrs  blow,  I  expect  to  have  pleasant 
experiences  to  report ;  until  then  I  can  tackle  the 
old  bronzebackers  only  in  my  thoughts  or  dreams. 
S.  M.  Hakper,  in  the  American  Field. 

Mechanicsburg. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  WATERPROOFS. 


How  frequently  one  hears  the  remark  that 
waterproofs  are  unhealthy,  while  others  say  they 
have  never  yet  had  a  thoroughly  watei-proof 
garment.  To  the  last  remark  I  say  absui'd.  If 
people  would  only  think  for  one  moment  and 
observe  a  child's  air  balloon,  they  will  see  that 
even  a  thin  film  of  rubber  is  perfectly  air  tight, 
consequently  waterproof;  and  I  may  tell  them 
but  very  few  garments  are  proofed  so  thin  as  an 
air  balloon. 

Consequently,  the  vapour  or  perspiration 
thrown  off  from  our  bodies  will  condense  in 
certain  parts  of  a  garment,  mostly  over  the  back 
and  under  the  arms,  and  this  is  easily  obviated  if 
the  garment  is  properly  ventilated.  Some 
persons  who  perspire  freely  should  wear  only  very 
loose  garments,  avoiding  all  tight-fitting  styles. 

To  take  off  one's  hat  and  wipe  the  perspiration 
from  one's  brow  is  a  very  common  act,  yet  I  hav 
never  heard  anyone  complain  that  hats  were 
unhealthy,  even  if  kept  on  indoors.  But  how 
frequently  you  see  certain  people  stupid  enough 
to  keep  their  macs,  on  in  places  of  amuse- 
ment. I  contend  it  is  the  abuse  of  these  things 
that  does  harm.  But  to  put  on  a  waterproof  when 
coming  out  of  a  theatre  or  heated  place  will  often 
prevent  a  chill. 

An  old  friend  of  mine,  who  was  very  fond  of 
hunting,  always  put  on  his  mac.  to  ride  home  in, 
and  he  assured  me  he  never  once  took  cold. 

I  think  one  of  the  best  and  most  convenient 
coats  I  ever  had  was  ariginally  called  a  Raglan. 
The  skirt  of  the  coat  being  cut  full,  one's  knees 
are  well  protected  either  for  boat  fishing,  riding 
or  driving.  Another  good  style  of  garment  is  the 
Inverness  cape,  which  from  its  shape  gives  plenty 
of  ventilation. 

There  may  be  other  shapes  equally  good,  but  1 
have  no  belief  in  a  tight-fitting  mackintosh; 
indeed,  it  is  a  great  mistake.  I  will  attempt  to 
describe  one  of  the  first  mac's.  I  ever  saw  ;  it  was 
cut  like  a  frock-coat,  with  long  skirts,  and  quite 
tight  in  at  the  waist,  with  a  collar  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  12in.  high,  and  a  capital  protection  these 
deep  collars  were  to  those  that  had  to  go  long 
journeys  in  the  old  coaching  days.  Perhaps  we 
may  see  these  deep  collars  once  more  to  the  fore 
now  long  journeys  on  our  new  motor  cars,, 
launches,  &c.,  are  coming  into  fashion  ;  history 
repeats  itself.  The  attempt  to  follow  fashion, 
should  it  lead  to  anything  like  tight-fitting 
garments,  will  be  a  source  of  evil ;  and,  speaking 
from  a  sportsman's  point  of  view,  few  care  how 
they  look  so  long  as  the  garment  answera  its 
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BURBERRYS'  WEATHERPROOFS. 

GABARDINE 


COMBINATIONS  (Patent) 


Proof 


g  RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 
g  HOT  and  COLD  WINDS, 

ho 

^  THORNS,and FISH-HOOKS. 


It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  Fiighly  of  the  advantages 
of  GABARDINE,  its  weatherproof  qualities  are  incon- 
testable; it  will  keep  out  drenching  and  continuous  rain 
without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  being  as 
porous  to  the  exhalations  of  the  body  as  ordinary  cloth, 
so  that  it  may  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest,  wet  or 
fine  weather  with  equal  comfort. 


THE  BrBBEBBT  SUIT. 

Gabardine  or  Eainproof  Tweeda. 
Coat,  63/-  Breeches,  42/- 


The  "BURBERRY"  Coat. 

Embodies  all  essentials  for  Freenesa  in 
action  and  convenience,  with  a  smart  and 
workmanlike  appearance. 

The  balance  is  perfect,  the  weight 
being  evenly  distributed  between  the 
anatomical  parts  of  a  man  adapted  for 
weight-carrying.  The  shoulders  and  arms 
are  relieved  of  all  strain,  and  expand- 
ing pleats  at  back  and  front  add  inches 
to  the  width  when  "  opening  out  "  the 
shoulders. 


The  SLIP-ON 

Is  an  example  of  skill  in  designing  for 
freedom  an  overcoat. 

Can  be  worn  in  roughest  weather,  afford- 
ing protection  for  hours  in  continuous 
downpours  of  rain. 

It  is  the  only  overcoat  which  gives 
absolutely  free  play  to  the  arms. 

Protects  the  knees,  when  seated,  like  a 
rug. 

Rolls  into  very  small  compass,  and  is 
very  light  and  convenient  for  carrying. 


u 

THE  SI.IF-OH. 

Gabardine  Combine,  63/- 
Rainproof  Coatings,  63  -  &  84/- 


BURBERRYS, 


30,    Haymarket,  LONDON, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 


SCOTT  STREET, 

PERTH. 

Superior  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Greenheart  RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  .superiority  of  workmanship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


Manufacturer    of    every    description  of 
FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  all  parts 
of  the  World. 


MAI  I  nrU'Q    Patent  FLY  CASE  for  Salmon' 

ITInLI-ULfn  O    Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Eyed  Flies  [yiALLQCH'S 


The  only  perfect  Casting  Beel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds  of  Coarse 
Fishing.   Unsarpassed  for  long  distance  casting.   Simple  and  easy  to  learn. 


of  all  sizes.   Handy  and  compact.    Each  fly  secured 
by  neat  and  effective  arrangement.   Large  assortment 
of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


Gold    Medal    SALMON  and 
TEOUT  HEELS,  unsurpassed 
for  durability  and  finish,  easy  and  comfortable  to 
work. 

MAI  I  nrUI'C    Gold      lledal  SALMON 
ITIMLLUOn  O   GBILSE,  and  SEA  TBOUT 
FLIES. 

MAI  I  nr U'C   <^ol>l   ^ledal    BIVEB  and 
IIIMLLUOn  O   LOCH  FLIES,  Eyed  or  on 
Gut. 

MAI  I  nrU'C   Gold    Medal  FLOATING 
IIIMI-l_UOn  O   TEOUT  FLIES   with  Up- 
right Wings. 

Most  Extensive  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Patterns, 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Bivers  and  Lochs,  all  Neatly  and  Beautifully  Tied. 


Telegrams:  "MALLOCH,  PERTH." 


MKDAi.s    Tf-avi    i-i:xcei^l,knce:    in  fishing 
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purpose.  Now,  this  observation  leads  me  to  oil- 
skins for  yachting,  sea  and  boat  fishing,  which 
are  much  in  request.  They  possess  one  great 
disadvantage,  they  are  so  liable  to  stick  together 
if  packed  up  close,  and  most  of  them  are  too 
cumbersome  to  carry  about.  To  prevent  their 
sticking  it  is  advisable  to  hang  them  up  in  a  good 
current  of  air.  But,  after  all,  these  goods  are  so 
moderate  in  price,  if  they  only  last  one  outing 
it  is  no  great  loss,  especially  when  one's  health  is 
considered.  With  a  "  sou' -wester  "  and  a  pair  of 
rubber  boots  (which,  by  the  way,  are  generally 
made  far  too  heavy)  the  sea  angler  should  come 
to  no  harm.  I  will  here  mention  if  makers  of 
oilskin  coats  were  to  make  the  ends  of  their 
garments  wider,  so  as  to  well  cover  one's  knees 
when  seated,  and  not  to  make  coats  for  sea 
fishing  so  long  as  they  do  for  yachtsmen,  it  would 
be  a  great  improvement.  With  respect  to  yellow 
and  black  oilskins,  I  have  mostly  found  the  black 
ones  are  less  liable  to  stick. 

Be  wading  and  accessories ;  an  old  angler's 
advice  is,  never  wade  if  you  can  catch  fish 
without  going  into  the  water.  If  one  has  to 
wade,  it  is  as  well  to  buy  the  very  best  waders 
one  can.  Money  should  be  a  secondary  con- 
sideration where  health  is  concerned.  Wading, 
especially  in  the  spring  without  proper  protection, 
even  to  the  young  and  strong,  will  in  after  years 
tell  its  tale,  for  it  often  brings  on  numerous 
ailments. 

I  have  no  intention  to  recommend  one  parti- 
cular style  or  fashion  over  another.  I  simply 
give  my  own  experience,  and  endeavour  to  point 
out  any  advantage  or  disadvantage  that  occurs 
to  me. 

I  will  take  the  ordinary  fishing  stocking  and 
brogue  first,  with  the  woollen  sock  worn  over 
the  fishing  stocking  to  prevent  sand  or  grit 
wearing  out  the  wader.  If  more  trouble  to  put 
on  than  any  form  of  boot  wader,  they  have  one 
advantage,  being  easily  turned  inside  out  after 
use  and  quickly  dried.  Again,  if  the  angler  be 
provided  with  repairing  materials,  viz.,  a  capsule 
of  rubber  solution  and  rubber  cloth,  he  or  his 
servant  can  make  a  temporary  repair  on  the 
spot,  while  any  local  man  can  re-nail  or  repair 
the  brogue,  of  course  taking  care  to  see  for 
yourself  that  neither  pegs  nor  nails  protrude 
through  the  sole  to  injure  the  fishing  stocking. 
These  remarks  do  not  apply  to  indiarubber  boots 
or  combination  waders.  These  goods  should 
always  be  sent  to  the  makers,  as,  nine  times  out 
of  ten,  a  local  man  would  simply  spoil  them. 
This,  at  times,  means  great  delay.  The  only 
plan  is  to  have  more  than  one  pair  with  you,  a 
plan  I  find  well  to  adopt,  it  being  difficult  to  dry 
the  inside  of  boots  of  any  kind  after  use.  Some 
try  filling  the  boots  with  dry  oats,  or  putting  a 
wicker  tree  inside  them,  turning  them  to  wind- 
ward ;  but  all  this  means  loss  of  time  and  no  end 
of  trouble. 

I  cannot  close  this  article  without  calling  atten- 
tion to  one  or  two  facts  that  strike  me  as  rather 
absurb. 

First,  why  do  men  go  outside  a  trade  to  buy  an 
article  P  Second,  why  do  they  buy  cheap  and 
nasty  goods  when  perhaps  their  health,  if  not 
their  very  life,  depends  upon  the  articles  they 
purchase  ? 

Dealing  with  the  first  fact,  I  can  well  under- 
stand a  man  going  to  a  country  store  for  anything 
he  has  run  short  of,  thus  saving  time,  even  in 
these  days  of  cheap  telegraphing,  but  why  any- 
one with  a  grain  of  sense  should  go  to  a  hosier's 
to  buy  a  rod  or  mac.  puzzles  the  writer,  or  why 
people  in  one  trade  dabble  in  two  or  three 
others  they  do  not  understand.  Depend  upon  it, 
it  is  the  mistake  of  the  age.  A  rod  maker  may 
understand  the  quality  of  wood,  but  I  feel  positive 
it  will  take  him  years  to  understand  the  quality 
of  rubber. 

As  an  instance  of  this  I  recently  saw  a  pair  of 
waders  hanging  up  in  a  shop  with  the  price  ticket 
pinned  on  just  aVjove  the  knee.  Entering  the 
shop,  the  salesman  assured  me  the  waders  were 
absolutely  waterproof. 

Most  old  anglers  know  how  to  manipulate 
waders,  but  I  have  often  been  asked  by  young 
beginners  re  testing  waders,  &c.  There  is  no 
better  plan  than  tying  them  securely  up  to  a 
Ijeam  in  an  outhouse,  then  carefully  nearly 
filling  them  with  water,  for  should  one  allow 
them  to  remain  for  any  length  of  time  with 
water   in   tliem,   the   capillary   attraction  will 


naturally  cause  the  water  to  be  drawn  over, 
thus  wetting  the  outside.  Mark  at  once  with 
a  bit  of  blue  pipeclay  any  leakage  you  notice, 
then  dry  them  and  repair.  I  recently  saw  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  some  remarks  re  using  grease 
on  fishing  boots,  the  writer  suggesting  grease  or 
dubbing.  No  doubt  he  referred  to  leather  boots, 
for  to  apply  oil,  dubbing,  or  grease  to  rubber 
goods  is  only  to  ruin  them.  Never  even  grease 
leather  brogues,  for  should  rubber  fishing  stock- 
ings come  in  contact  with  them  they  will  certainly 
be  spoilt.    X.  T.  Z. 


S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.— SPECIALITIES 
FOR  1900. 


First,  the  Standard  Patent  Bait  Kettle,  which 
can  be  floated  or  sunk  to  any  depth  at  will  by 
merely  unscrewing  a  valve.  This  kettle  has  an 
air  chamber  round  the  inner  or  perforated  can 
which,  when  thrown  into  the  water,  floats  with  the 
top  level  with  the  stream.  When  the  valve  is 
unscrewed  and  a  little  water  is  allowed  to  enter, 
it  will  sink  beneath  the  surface.  If  it  is  desired 
to  sink  it  to  the  bottom,  you  only  have  to  allow 
the  air  chamber  to  become  full  of  water  to  do  so. 
This  invention  will  be  found  very  useful  to  all 
who  fish  in  deep  and  muddy  rivers  and  do  not 
wish  their  baits  to  be  sunk  in  the  mud  at  the 
bottom.  In  shallow  waters  where  the  bottom  is 
clear  and  clean,  the  kettle  can  be  sunk  to  the 


bottom,  allowing  a  perfect  flow  of  water  through 
it.  For  portability  and  lightness  it  cannot  be 
surpassed,  and  has  a  life  at  least  twice  as  long  as 
any  other  in  the  market. 

The  second  thing  is  a  clever  little  device  called 
the  Osprey  Patent  Disgorger.  This  disgorger  is 
one  of  the  small  folding  type  with  inches  marked 
along  its  side.  It  is  so  light  and  compact  that  it 
can  be  carried  in  the  waistcoat  pocket,  and  will  be 
found  by  both  trout  and  coarse  fishermen  one  of 
the  most  useful  implements  of  a  day's  fishing. 

The  third  is  the  Finland  Salmon  Phantom. 
This  phantom  is  designed  by  one  of  the  best 
fishermen  in  Finnish  waters,  who  last  season 
killed  a  number  of  very  big  salmon  in  both 
Finnish  and  Norwegian  rivers  with  it.  It  is 
mounted  with  treble  hooks  which  have  long  eyes 
and  spring  shanks,  so  that  they  can  be  easily 
changed  by  the  fisherman  to  suit  any  kind  of 
water,  and  in  case  of  a  breakage  a  new  hook  can 
be  replaced  in  a  second  or  two.  The  swivel 
passes  right  through  the  head  and  is  continued 
right  down  to  the  tail  hook  with  a  piece  of  wire. 
The  swivel  is  made  on  the  cross-line  principle,  so 
that  the  side  hooks  are  fitted  to  the  cross-bar  of 
the  swivel.  In  fact,  the  mount  can  be  considered 
as  one  piece.  The  hooks  are  easily  detached,  and 
interchangeable.  We  think  this  one  of  the 
greatest  improvements  we  have  seen  for  some 
time  in  the  phantom  minnow.  It  is  deservedly 
the  most  popular  bait  in  the  minds  of  all 
fishermen. 

With  regard  to  rods,  the  firm  have  produced  a 
novelty  whi(!h  has  attracted  the  attention  of  some 


of  the  best  fishermen  of  the  day.  It  is  built  in  the 
shape  of  a  hexagon,  with  alternate  sections  of 
greenheart  and  split  cane.  This  gives  all  the 
advantages  of  the  steel  centre  with  none  of  its 
disadvantages,  namely,  weight,  and  separation  of 
the  steel  from  the  cane,  owing  to  the  different 
densities  of  the  articles  used.  The  rod  is  both 
rigid  and  light,  and  the  beau-ideal  for  dry  fly 
fishing,  possessing  at  the  same  time  great 
strength  in  lifting  and  propelling  the  line.  This 
rod  has  been  tested,  and  pronounced  perfect. 


APRIL  IN  THE  PEAK  OF  DERBY-, 
SHIRE.  j 


The  spring  has  been  very  late  and  the  weather] 
very  cold  in  the  Peak ;  few  anglers  have  been,] 
out,  and  the  trout  have  risen  very  badly.  But] 
when  so  few  natural  flies  have  hatched,  trout  can] 
hardly  be  expected  to  rise  at  all  freely  to  thM 
artificial  flies.  j 

The  warm  sunshine,  however,  which  came  aA 
few  days  after  Easter  has  made  a  surprising] 
difference  to  the  aspect  of  the  country,  and  the! 
flies  should  respond  to  the  warm  rain  which  hasi 
fallen  lately.  At  Easter  the  whole  country  wore] 
a  wintry  appearance ;  hardly  a  bud  showed  on  the; 
trees,  and  the  spring  flowers  struggled  out; 
reluctantly  in  the  face  of  biting  gales.  ButI 
within  ten  days  the  fields  have  turned  to  a  bright : 
I  green,  the  trees  have  sprung  into  bud,  some  even. 


into  leaf,  and  innumerable  small  plants  are 
creeping  out  in  the  interstices  between  the  grey 
limestone  rocks. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Derbyshire  streams 
are  well  supplied  with  fish,  if  they  could  but  be 
caught. 

The  Matlock  Angling  Association  has  done 
good  work  towards  the  re-stocking  of  the 
Derwent ;  while  Sir  Thomas  Wardle  and  Mr. 
Hall  have  put  numbers  of  trout  into  the  Manifold 
and  Dove.  You  can  put  trout  into  a  stream,  but 
you  cannot  make  them  rise ;  and  the  rivers  of  the 
Peak  have  quite  upheld  their  reputation  this 
spring  for  being  uncommonly  difficult  streams. 
It  takes  a  good  angler — and  a  lucky  one,  too — to 
get  a  bag  in  the  Peak.  The  great  fascination 
that  the  Wye  and  the  Dove  have  for  fishermen  is 
due  not  only  to  the  extreme  beauty  of  their 
suiToundings,  but  to  the  exceptional  fai'-sighted- 
ness  and  craft  of  their  trout. 

The  rainbow  trout  which  have  been  introduced 
into  the  Dove  above  Lode  Mill  appear  to  be 
thriving  there.  They  make  a  much  stouter  fight 
when  hooked  than  the  old-fashioned  brown  trout, 
and  dash  about  and  spring  out  of  the  water  after 
the  manner  of  a  sea  trout. 

Little  has  been  done  at  present  on  the  Wye. 
Previous  to  the  change  in  the  weather  only  one 
rod  had  been  out  on  the  length  below  Buxton, 
where  I  am  told  that  the  drainage  infects  the 
stream  to  an  increasing  extent  year  by  year,  and 
bids  fair  to  spoil  the  Buxton  trout  fishing. 

Lists  of  flies  suitable  for  the  time  of  year  are 
all  very  well  in  print,  but  they  do  not  console  the 
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man  on  the  bank  when  there  are  no  flies  on  the 
water,  and  the  fish  seem  to  have  quite  forgotten 
what  kind  of  flies  they  ought  to  be  feeding  on  at 
this  season  of  the  year.  It  is  true  that  on  Easter 
Monday  an  angler  on  the  Dove  caught  three  and 
a  half  brace  of  trout  with  a  March  Brown ;  but 
it  was  an  awful  day,  and  it  is  a  marvel  to  me 
how  he  could  have  kept  a  fly  on  the  water. 

The  Blue  Upright  and  Olives  should  be  the 
best  flies  at  present ;  but  such  fish  as  are  tempted 
to  rise  at  them  will  all  rise  very  short  until  the 
natural  flies  have  hatched  in  greater  quantities. 
Indeed,  it  has  been  remarkable  how  short  the  fish 
have  been  rising,  and  how  many  have  got  off 
after  they  have  been  hooked. 

The  fish  in  the  Manifold  like  a  larger  fly  than 
those  in  the  Dove,  and  are,  as  a  rule,  easier  to 
catch.  The  swallow  holes  in  the  Manifold, 
which  used  to  carry  off  all  the  water  just  below 
Wetton  Mill,  have  been  most  successfully 
cemented  up  by  Sir  Thomas  Wardle,  and  the 
stream  flows  now  right  down  to  Ham — a  great 
boon  to  those  who  have  fields  along  its  course, 
for  the  Peak  is  a  thirsty  land,  and  the  water 
supply  is  always  a  difficult  problem  to  the 
Derbyshire  farmer. 

Visitors  to  Dovedale  will  miss  in  future  the 
familiar  figure  of  old  Sally  Gould,  who  used  to 
keep  the  rope  at  Reynard's  Cave.  She  died  last 
winter,  and  her  successor  may  be  met  of  an 


over  the  whole  disti  ict  is  so  small  that  it  is  likely 
to  be  a  long  while  before  the  Peak  scenery  loses 
its  characteristic  features  of  romantic  loneliness. 

Chelidon. 


THE  "ANGLER'S"  KIT. 


In  every  branch  of  sport  one  must  be  prepared 
to  face  the  weather,  and  in  none  so  much  as 
fishing.  Be  the  rain  ever  so  much,  many  anglers 
turn  out,  and  often  on  such  days  the  sport  is  of 
the  best.  The  difficulty  is  to  find  garments 
which  are  suitable  at  all  times  so  that  sudden 
changes  are  provided  against.  Mackintoshes 
are  a  nuisance,  besides  being  unhealthy  to  wear. 
Burberry's  (of  30,  Haymarket,  London)  study  the 
requirements  for  all  kinds  of  sport,  and  have 
always  given  special  attention  to  the  angler's 
wants ;  many  of  their  inventions  we  have 
personally  proved  the  value  of,  notably,  their 
"Burberry"  suit,  "slip-on"  coat,  and  "fishing 
hat,"  some  of  the  qualities  of  which  we  have 
already  brought  before  our  readers. 

Their  latest  invention,  "  The  angler's  kit,"  a 
most  serviceable  outfit,  enables  the  angler  to  carry 
on  his  sport  in  all  weathers,  with  every  con- 
venience in  capacious  pockets  for  stowing  away 
all  the  paraphernalia  necessary  to  any  branch  of 
the  sport,  no  restriction  from  action,  so  necessary 


THE  LATE  MR.  ARCHIBALD  YOUNG. 


On  May  22,  188(),  we  had  great  pleasure  in 
presenting  to  our  readers  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Young, 
with  an  account  of  his  valuable  eervices  in  con. 
nection  with  angling.  It  is  now  our  painful  duty 
to  record  the  death,  on  May  8,  of  this  genial 
sportsman. 

The  following  is  from  the  Scotsman  of  May  9, 
1900; 

"  A  well-known  figure  in  Edinburgh  has  passed 
away  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Archibald  Young, 
advocate,  late  H.M.  Inspector  of  the  Salmon 
Fisheries  of  Scotland,  who  died  yesterday  at  hia 
residence,  22,  Royal  Circus,  in  his  eightieth  year. 
Mr.  Young  was  the  oldest  eon  of  the  late  Mr. 
William  Young,  W.S.,  who  acted  some  time  as 
agent  and  legal  adviser  to  the  Church  of  Scotland. 
The  late  Mr.  .lohn  "William  Young,  W.S.,  was  a 
younger  brother  of  the  deceased,  also  the 
Rev.  Dr.  .James  Gerard  Young.  Monifieth, 
who  died  there  only  last  year.  Mr.  Young, 
who  was  gifted  with  remarkal>le  energy  of 
mind  and  great  powers  of  activity,  was  called  to 
the  Scottish  Bar  in  1843,    A  thorough  sportsman, 


evening  returning  to  his  trim  little  cottage  at 
Mill  Dale,  with  a  new  coil  of  rope  over  his 
shoulder,  and  a  black  felt  hat  tied  on  with  a  piece 
of  string.  How  the  old  woman  ever  climbed  up 
the  steep  ascent  to  the  cave  daily  to  make  her 
rope  fast  at  the  top  has  been  a  subject  of  wonder 
to  many. 

The  keeper  at  Lode  Mill  killed  no  less 
than  four  otters  by  the  Dove  in  the  course 
of  the  winter,  and  still  finds  traces  of  more 
along  its  banks  occasionally.  The  precipitous 
limestone  cliffs  below  Beresford  Dale  are  the 
home  of  many  kestrels,  who  nest  in  them,  and 
chase  each  other  all  day  long,  far  up  above 
the  river,  and  scream  at  the  intruding  angler. 
But  the  most  characteristic  of  the  birds  of  the 
Peak  is  the  wheatear,  which  returns  to  its  haunts 
here  in  April.  "With  its  slate-grey  head  and  back, 
and  its  white  breast  and  rump,  it  seems  the  very 
incarnation  of  the  stone  walls,  the  spirit  of  the 
country,  as  it  flits  from  rock  to  rock. 

Aa  new  railways  have  been  built  up  here,  and 
the  Dove  and  Chinley  joins  Sheffield  to  Buxton, 
and  the  old  High  Peak  joins  Buxton  to 
Ashbourne,  the  Peak  is  becoming  rapidly  opened 
up  to  tourists ;  whilst  there  is  good  accommoda- 
tion in  all  parts  for  anglers.    But  the  population 


for  accurate  casting,  and  though  built  for  fine 
weather  wear  one  need  fear  no  changes,  the 
garments  being  sufficient  protection  under  the 
most  adverse  circumstances. 

The  outfit  consists  of  what  we  should  term  a 
long-bodied  waistcoat  with  sleeves,  and  an  over- 
all. The  waistcoat  is  made  so  that  the  freenesa 
obtained  ia  the  same  as  if  one  were  to  take  off 
one's  coat  and  work  in  shirt  sleeves.  It  ia  worn 
as,  and  takes  the  place  of,  an  ordinary  jacket, 
is  fitted  with  well-placed  pockets  sufficient  for  all 
needs,  is  a  light  garment  with  plenty  of  natural 
warmth,  very  convenient,  with  a  delightful  sense 
of  freeness,  and  nothing  could  be  better  for 
wading,  if  wading  is  indulged  in.  A  pocket  of 
mackintosh  attaches  to  the  back  to  carry  fish, 
this  can  he  taken  off  and  washed,  or  altogether 
dispensed  with  at  will. 

The  overall  is  built  much  on  the  plan  of  a  short 
cape  fitted  with  sleeves.  It  is  a  very  loose  free 
fitting  garment,  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  one 
scarcely  realises  it  is  in  use,  except  from  the 
protection  it  affords  in  heavy  rains  or  cold  winds. 
If  carrying  is  preferred  to  wearing,  it  can  be 
packed  easily  in  the  pocket,  and  is  very  light. 

Altogether  a  valuable  and  useful  addition  to  the 
outfit  of  every  angler. 


he  was  not  only  proficient  with  the  rod  and  gun, 
but  was  likewise  an  able  yachtsman  and  keen 
golfer  and  curler.  He  knew  Scotland  well,  and 
notably  its  salmon  rivers,  coasts,  and  islands. 
He  was  associated  with  Mr.  Frank  Buckland 
and  other  Government  commissioners  and 
inspectors  in  various  Government  inquiries 
relative  to  salmon  and  other  fishings,  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Tweed  Fisheries  Acts,  \c.,  and  his 
reports  were  always  full  and  instructive,  his 
retentive  memory  enabling  him  to  include 
numerous  details  and  statistics  of  practical  interest. 
"When  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  was 
instituted  in  1882,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Government  of  the  day  their  Ins-ptctor  of  Salmon 
Fisheries,  which  post  he  filled  with  great  efficiency 
and  acceptance.  Annual  repoits  upon  the 
salmon  fisheries  of  Scotland  weie  written  by  him 
up  to  the  time  of  his  retirement  in  1892,  besides 
numerous  other  reports  to  his  boHrd  on  matters 
specially  remitted  to  him.  Mr.  Yourg  was  also 
very  talented  with  his  pen,  pencil,  and  biush,  the 
evidence  of  which  may  be  found  in  his  "  Angler 
and  Sketcher's  Guide  to  Sutherland,'  and  hia 
'  Summer  Sailings,'  the  latter  a  beautiful  book 
with  numerous  illustrations  after  water-colour 
drawings  by  the  author.     He  also  wrote  an 
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exhaustive  treatise  on  salmon  fishings  in  Stand- 
ford's  "  History  of  British  Industries,"  and  was 
the  author  of  a  prize  essay  on  "Harbour 
Accommodation  for  Fishing  Boats,"  and  other 
treatises  on  fisheries.  To  the  columns  of  the 
Scotsman  he  was  a  frequent  and  valued  con- 
tributor, while  articles  from  his  pen  appeared 
from  time  to  time  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  and 
Field.  He  was  one  of  the  promoters  of,  and  took 
a  leading  part  in,  the  Edinburgh  Fisheries 
Exhibition  of  1882.  In  politics  Mr.  Young  was  a 
strong  Conservative.  He  married  late  in  life,  but 
his  wife  predeceased  him  without  issue  of  the 
marriage."   


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  /'55  min.  for  Kew. 

.jjJ40   ,,     ,,   Putney.  ahhJ^*   "     »  Richmond, 

"■''°")45         ,,  Hammersmith.  -^""iSO   „     „  Twickenham. 

(so   ,,     „  Barnes.  v.86   „     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down- stream  retards  it. 

TraE  OF  High  Watbb  at  London  Bbtdsb. 

Morning.  Evenlnff. 

Saturday,     May  12                          O.IS    0.38 

Sunday,          „  13                            0.57    1  16 

Monday,         „  14                            1.35    1.53 

Tuesday,        ,,  15                            2.11    2.28 

Wednesday,    ,,  16   ."               2  46    3.  4 

Thursday,       ,,  17                            3.22    .3.42 

Friday,           „  18                            4.  1    4.22 

HiOH  Water  at  Ambeblet  and  PuLBOBOneH. 

Morning.  Krenlne. 

Satnrday,     May    12    0  58    1.18 

Sunday,  „      13    1 37    l.ofi 

Monday,         „      14    2.15    2 .33 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pulborough  will  be  2ta.  40m,  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  _  (Henley).— May  9.— No  more  trout  tave 
been  taken  since  my  last  report,  althongh  the  river  is  in 
fairly  good  order,  and  a  number  of  anglers  have  been  out. 
The  morniDgs  and  evenings  are  still  cold,  which  no  doubt 
aceounts  for  the  lack  of  sport.  By  the  bye,  I  have  been 
unable  to  get  any  reliable  details  of  the  51b.  43z.  trout  said 
to  have  bjen  captured  by  an  angler  on  the  3rd  inst.  T\hich 
I  reported  laat  week.  I  have  heard  no  less  than  four 
different  stories  as  to  where  and  when  thia  fish  was  taken. 
I  am  always  glad  to  report  the  capture  of  any  fish,  and  can 
swear  to  the  accuracy  cf  those  mentioned  in  previous 
reports,  but  in  this  cise  I  am  sorry  to  oome  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  above-mentioned  fish  was  never  caught. 
—Stanley  Mead. 

  (iiechlade^  &c.).  —  River  in   nice  order  for 

troutlDg,  but  can  hear  of  nothing  being  done  at  present, 
although  several  have  been  out  trying  for  them  with 
bleak.  I  think  some  ought  to  be  killed  with  artificial  fly 
during  May.  for  there  are  several  small  ones  known  to  be 
about  near  Castle  Baton,  St.  .John's  Bridge,  and  Buscot. 
Mr.  Bowyer,  of  the  Trout,  tells  me  that  he  knows  the  lay 
of  one  really  good  one  in  his  stretch.  Saw  a  lovely  rise  on 
Satnrday  evening  of  chub,  roach,  and  dace  in  the  pool 
immediately  above  St.  John's  Bridge,  and  fly  fishers  should 
have  some  nice  sport  here  as  soon  as  the  season  opens. — 
Eamblkr. 

Bnre  ( Norfolk. Wroxham  District).— The  drought, 
which  was  becomiDg  rather  too  pronounced  to  be  pleasing, 
to  fishermen,  has  fortunately  given  place  to  heavy  rain,  which 
has  every  appearance  of  continuing.  This  will  greatly 
refresh  the  rivers  and  streams,  which,  though  containing 
a  good  volume  of  water,  had  become  very  clear  and  rather 
stale,  and  in  some  instances  were  showing  signs  of  the 
usual  "scour"  which  takes  place  on  the  advent  of  hot 
weather,  i  e.,  lumps  of  earth  ritiog  to  the  surface  in  great 
quatitities.  This  invariably  puts  fish  off  the  feed,  and  on 
streams  is  a  great  nuisance  to  fly  fisbers.  The  wind  has 
veered  to  the  N.W.,  and  if  we  get  sunny  weather  after  the 
rain  sport  with  roach  (and  trout  where  obtainable)  should 
be  ezcllent.  Roach  are  still  in  capital  order,  but  owing 
to  N.E.  winds  and  bright  water,  have  fed  in  a  very 
capricious  manner  lately.  Dae3  are  at  present  in  very 
bad  condition.  Tronting  on  private  streams  has  been  fair, 
but  the  season  looks  like  baing  a  lite  one.  There  is  very 
little  fly  observable^  and  trout  do  not  rise  readily.  Very 
little  yachting  is  being  done  at  present,  so  the  rivers  are 
quiet  for  argling,  —  C   H.  Taylor. 

Coin,  Iiearh,  &o.  (E  i .  Olonoestec shire).— 
The  weather  at  last  has  very  much  improved,  and  on 
Monday  it  was  quite  a  treat  to  be  by  the  riverside,  it  being 
warm  and  gerial.  _  Several  rods  were  out  on  the  Bull 
Hotel  waters  at  FairfcrJ  on  this  day,  and  tome  interesting 
fport  was  had  iu  some  instances;  but  on  the  whole  it  was 
too  bright,  and  the  witer  too  clear  for  really  successful 
dry  fly  viork  on  onr  highly  educated  trout,  which  rose 
freely  in  the  forenoon  at  mid-day,  and  about  half-past 
five.  On  Sunday  at  the  Hume  time  I  saw  a  very  pretty 
liso  in  the  Fairford  Town  i'ool,  but  roe  were  out,  Sunday 
fiehicg  only  being  allowed  on  the  Dudgrove  length.  The 
trout  are  now  got  in  nice  csndi'.ioo,  and  show  sploDdid 
pport  on  the  light  cast  necetsxry  for  their  capture.  The 
rivers  are  still  of  a  good  height,  and  we  had  a  nice  drop  of 


rain  on  Sunday,  which  freshened  things  up  wonderfully, 
and  the  country  ia  now  looking  lovely.  Amongst  many 
others  who  have  been  out  are  Messrs.  Thcs.  Rogers, 
Antonelli,  Bigden,  Hough,  Drs.  Hooker,  March,  Bloxjome, 
and  Powell,  P.  Carbonell,  John  Barton,  Millp,  Stewart, 
Mayhew,  &o.  I  saw  the  first  Brown  Alder  on  Saturday, 
so  that  probably  by  the  time  this  ap  Dears  in  print  it  will 
be  well  out  on  the  Coin,  and  some  good  sport  second  only  to 
the  May  Fly  should  be  had  with  this  fly,  than  which  there 
is  none  mora  deadly  on  the  Coin  or  Leach  when  it  is  once 
on.  Bxp5ct  the  Yellow  May  Dun  in  a  few  days,  and  May 
Fly  larvae  is  in  a  forward  state,  and  I  expect  Whitsuntiders 
will  be  well  in  the  tail  of  the  fly.  The  Pale  Oliire,  Blue 
Dun,  and  Hare's  Ear  have  been  the  killiog  flies  during  the 
past  week.    Weather  genial  at  time  of  writing — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — Trout  fishers  have  been  doing 
Tery  well  lately,  especially  since  the  rain  of  Tuesday.  The 
waters  have  been  very  low  and  clear  up  to  the  rain.  The 
Tamar  seems  to  have  been  doing  best,  but  the  waters  are 
so  strictly  preserved  that  it  is  difficult  to  advise  a  visitor 
where  to  go.  Still,  above  Liunceston  he  can  always  get  a 
cast.  The  Camel  and  Fowey  are  in  very  good  trim,  and 
peal  are  beginning  to  run.  Very  little  sport  with  these, 
however,  is  expected  before  June.  Good  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  made  in  both  rivsrs. — Bodmin. 

Dareuth  (Hortou  Kirby,  &;>).— Water  in  fair 
condition,  and  likely  to  continue  so  unless  we  have  more 
heavy  raia.  The  trout  are  rising  better  than  of  late,  and 
prospects  are  decidedly  improving.  The  baby  trout  are 
also  showing  in  some  places  in  considerable  numbers, 
which  augurs  well  for  future  years.  The  flies  on  the  water 
are  all  small ,  and  there  ia  no  further  report  of  the  May  Ply. 
The  wind  is  wejt,  and  weather  fairly  warm,  with  cloudy 
skies,  and  more  rain  is  threatening  at  the  present  time. 
If  only  this  holds  off  sport  is  highly  probable. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  District).— The  rain  of  Sunday 
was  very  welcome,  as  the  river  had  run  down  to  summer 
level  almost.  The  best  take  for  some  time  ia  reported  from 
the  Upper  Dart,  a  gentleman  getting  over  five  dozen  in 
the  Swincombe,  near  Sherburton,  on  Satnrday.  On  the 
Eaat  Dart  one  rod  creeled  six  and  another  nine,  but  the 
biggest  fish  have  fallen  to  the  wormers.  Natural  flies 
abound  on  the  moorland  waters,  and  the  Blue  Upright, 
Partridge  Haokle,  Blue  Dun,  and  March  Brown  have  been 
freely  used.  Mr.  Loveys  has  been  getting  s">me  nice  lots, 
including  several  ^  pounders  and  |-pounders.  In  the 
lower  waters  Mr.  Edbrook  has  killed  another  151b.  salmon 
in  the  association  waters  below  Buckfastleigh,  but  peal 
have  not  commenced  to  run.  A  lot  of  truff  (sea  trout)  are 
at  Weir,  and  on  Monday  over  twenty  got  into  the  net,  but 
nearly  all  escaped.  Rev.  Salt  (Plymouth)  hid  a  brace  of 
good  fish,  and  Commander  Boyer,  R.N.,  ia  a  frequent 
patron ;  but  takes  are  still  very  small.  On  Thursday, 
Messrs.  Diatin  (2)  and  Revell  managed  to  kill  over  a 
dozen  ;  and  on  Friday,  Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled  eight,  whilst 
Mr.  Soper  has  killed  a  few.  Messrs.  Wellman,  Wright, 
and  others  have  had  some  fair  sport  at  Buckfastleigh. 
Best  fli's :  Red  and  Blue  Uprights  aad  Edmond's  Palmer 
with  g}ld  twist  occasionally  in  the  day.  I  was  pulling 
down  the  river  on  Thursday  evening  at  high  tide,  when  the 
river  was  literally  swarming  with  salmon  spawn,  which 
were  rising  in  all  directions. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — A  better  time  is  looked  for 
now  that  we  have  had  some  rain.  Last  week  the  rods  on 
the  moorland  streams  had  the  best  sport,  but  peal  are 
somewhat  late  in  running,  considering  the  chances  the  fish 
have  had.  A  few  have  been  seen  ia  the  Tavy,  where  Mr. 
T.  L.  Winsor,  of  Whitchurch,  caught  the  first  fresh  run 
pjal  of  the  season — a  2J-pounder.  In  the  district  around 
the  southern  border  wormers  have  been  numerous.  One 
rod  on  the  Tamar  on  Saturday  get  a  fine  lot  of  twenty- 
two,  and  several  smaller  lots  have  been  made,  the  bett 
flies  being  Blue  Upright,  Red  Spinner,  and  Hawthorn. 
The  rain  has  improved  the  Upper  Lyd  and  adjoining 
streams,  some  excellent  creels  having  been  made  on  the 
moorland  waters,  where  bright  flies  are  recommended. 
Prior  to  the  rain  some  fair  baskets  were  made  ia  the 
Bridestowe  streams,  and  at  Tavy  Cleave,  one  nice 
lot  being  thirteen.  Bishop's  Fancy,  Blue  Upright, 
Black  and  Red  Hareflax  are  being  used.  Cheap 
tickets  are  issued  to  the  stations  near  these 
streams.  On  the  Carey  a  few  small  lots  were 
creeled,  but  last  week  the  weather  was  all  against  sport, 
and  the  night  liners  got  the  best  fish.  On  Satnrday  things 
looked  promising,  but  fish  were  not  taking  well,  although 
three  fine  trout  were  killed  in  Blagdon  Lake,  the  largest 
being  21b.  Sport  on  the  Meavy  has  been  fair,  and  much 
of  the  water  is  restricted.  Fishing  on  the  Avon  land  Erne 
is  quiet.  The  Blue  and  Yellow  Duns  and  Red  Upright 
were  the  best  killers  on  the  Oiter  last  week,  several  good 
lots  being  taken.  In  the  north  the  Upper  Torridge  has 
been  doing  fairly  well.  Four  visitors  from  Bedford 
(Messrs.  Hemsley  (three)  and  Taylor),  staying  at  Neeth 
for  ten  days,  fishing  on  the  asaociation  water,  basketed 
seventy-two  brace,  and  two  salmon  Boaling  81b.  and  12ilb. 
respectively.  The  Blue  Upright,  February  Red,  and 
March  Brown  should  be  useful.  Saturday  did  not  provide 
the  sport  anticipated  after  Thursday's  rain. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Water  and  weather  now 
favourable  for  sport.  Several  good  bags  have  been  made 
in  this  locality  this  week.— D.  and  W.  H.  Poster 
(Ash  bourn  b). 

Esk  (Whitby).— Only  moderate  sport  has  been  had 
on  this  river  during  the  paat  week.  The  river  has  got  very 
low,  and  rain  is  much  needed  to  improve  matters.  The 
catches  to  hand  are  :  Mr.  E.  TurnbuU,  three  brace  cf 
trout;  Mr.  T.  Gray,  six  brace;  and  Dr.  English,  of 
Sleights,  four  brace.  Prospects  for  the  ensuir)g  week 
p  )or.  S-'a  angling  in  the  lower  harbour  has  been  fairly 
brisk  during  the  week.— J.  Jackson. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiinos.  and  Cambs.).— 
Though  arigling  is  showing  some  improvement,  according 
to  the  state  of  the  weather  taken  as  a  whole,  it  is  seldom 


we  find  things  ao  backward.  Flowers,  however,  in  the 
hedgerows  and  the  sunny  banks  are  causing  a  revival  La 
insect  life  which  ia  seen  on  the  waters,  particularly  on  a 
fine  day.  Sport  varies  with  the  weather  to  a  remarkable 
degree,  while  on  bright  sunny  days  anglers  have  done  very 
well,  but  on  others  they  might  just  as  well  have  stayed  at 
home.  The  secret  of  success  appears  to  be  to  prepare 
yourself  for  emergency.  If  flies  will  not  work,  try  a 
bottom  bait — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— Angling  is  very 
quiet  in  the  Idle  district.  Now  and  again  you  see  odd 
sportsmen  trying  for  trout  in  the  deep  waters  between 
Retford  and  Mattersey.  Some  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  back  a  few  fish  by  these  meats.  Visitors  to 
Blyth  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  secure  an  odd  brace 
or  two  now  and  then  from  the  woodland  district  of  the 
Ryton.  Not  much  has  been  done  in  other  directions  with 
this  fish.  The  invasion  of  the  upper  district  by  colliers 
and  collieries  has  taken  all  the  heart  out  of  subscribf  ra  to 
private  streams,  but  gentlemen,  with  keepers  continaally 
watching  the  waters,  fare  better.  Yery  little  has  been 
done  in  these  localities. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— The  weathl 
during  the  past  week  has  not  been  very  favourable,  owia 
to  cold  winds  and  little  sunshine.   Some  very  good  basket 
however,  have  been  made,  the  best  two  being  Mr.  Ga 
side's  twenty-three  fish,  on  the  5th,  and  Mr.  Crowther' 
twenty-two,  on  the  2ad.    On  the  2nd,  seventy-one  fish 
weighing  391b.  12oz.,  were  taken;  Mr.  Crowther,  twenty? 
two ;  Capt.  Garnett,  thirteen ;  Rev.  Sainsbury,  sen,, 
twelvo ;    Rev.    Burnside   and  Mr.    Gnerneey,  seven; 
Mr.  Lovett  and  Rev.  Garnett,  four  each ;  Mr.  Bate- 
man  Jones,   Mr.  Chance,  and  Rev.    Sainsbury,  jun,, 
three   each;  the   best   fish  weighed    lib.    2 jz  ,  ana 
was    taken   by    Rev.    Garnet.      On    the  4th,  Mr, 
Crowther    took    twenty-one  fish ;    Messrs.  Whitaker 
and  Diokin,  thirteen;  Rev.  Sainsbury,  jun.,  eleven;  Rev* 
Sainsbury,  sen.,  ten  ;  Capt.  Garnett,  nine  ;  the  remaining 
baskets  contained  two  or  under ;  the  total  for  the  day  was 
sixty-seven  fish,  weighing  381b.  12oz.    On  the  5th,  it  waa 
cold  and  stormy,  and  only  small  baskets  were  made.  On 
the  7th,  the  weather  improved,  and  the  day's  result  wa« 
forty-six  fiah,  weighing  261b.  12oz,,  Mr.  Garside  haviogv 
taken    twenty -three ;   Capt     Garnett,    twelve;  Capt. 
Hensham,  seven;  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  four.    On  the 
8ch,  Capt.  Garnett,  ten;  Mr.  Garside,  nine;  Mr.  Moag, 
seven  ;  and  several  baskets  containing  three  or  under, 
Ishmael,  a  boatman,  while  catching  minnows  below  the 
dam,  found  a  large  trout,  weighing  31b.  lOoz.,  which  was 
killed  while  trying  to  escape  through  the  valve  in  the  dam. 
The  best  fly  was  Black  Gnat. — Long  Drift. 

lasa  and  Tributaries. — Yesterday,  consequent  upon 
the  showers,  the  Lea  was  running  fresh  and  in  condition 
for  trout  fishing,  but  the  weather,  unfortunately,  has  not 
been  of  the  right  kind  lately.  The  nights  and  mornings 
have  been  very  cold,  and  the  trout  have  not  been  moving 
at  all  well,  generally  speaking.  Not  much  fly  is  reported 
on  the  water  so  far.  The  Hertford  district  has,  as  usual, 
fished  best,  and  many  small  and  undersized  trout  have 
again  been  landed,  and,  it  ia  to  be  hoped,  returned.  The 
presence  of  so  many  small  trout  in  the  river  ia  considered 
a  very  auspicious  sign.  Thirteen  trout  during  the  past 
week  have  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Chapman,  fishing  the 
Hertford  portions  of  the  Lea.  The  best  fish  scaled 
31b.  12oz.  Mr.  Hallard  has  takan  a  good  many  trout,  but 
the  majority  were  undersized — a  Lea  trout  has  to  be  12in, 
in  lengoh  before  it  is  takeable— and  were  returned  to  the 
river.  Mr.  C.  Mead,  fishing  the  tributary  Beane,  is  credited 
with  the  capture  of  four  and  a  half  brace  of  trout,  and  other 
anglers  have  met  with  trout  in  that  stream.  On  Tuesday, 
at  Hertford,  Mr.  Storey  captured  an  eel  of  about  31b. 
As  far  as  my  information  ^oes  no  trout  have  yet  been 
taken  at  St.  Margaret's  or  Ware,  but  I  hear  of  small 
fish  being  caught  in  private  water  near  Broxbourne. 
There  are  some  good  trout  at  Dohb's  Weir,  and  they 
ought  to  be  tempted  with  a  live  bleak  or  gudgei  n  Roach 
are  spawning  in  the  Lea  in  places.  Some  grand  lots  of 
fish  have  been  seen  at  Hertford.  I  cannot  hear  of  any 
sport  on  the  tributaries  Rib  and  Ash,  but  those  streams 
after  the  showers  should  be  found  in  nice  order  for  the 
fly.  Anglers  have  been  out  on  the  Stoit  after  trout,  but 
with  little  success  yet. — Izaak  Walton. 

ItJigg  and  Atxov  (lieominscer).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  now  slowly  rising  and  changing  colour,  and  by 
Saturday  will  be  out  of  order  for  fishing.  Up  to  Wednes- 
day they  were  in  capital  order,  although  the  weather  has 
not  been  good  for  sport,  and  on  Tuesday  some  of  the 
heaviest  rain  we  have  had  for  months  fell,  and  soon 
changed  the  river,  and  it  continued  on  Wednesday,  and 
there  is  little  prospect  of  any  fishing  being  done  for  some 
dajs.  Before  the  rain  a  good  few  rods  had  been  out,  and 
the  fiah  moved  fairly  well,  and  some  nice  trout  have  been 
landed  with  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  Brown  and  Grey 
Spinners,  Olive  Dun,  Storie  Ply,  March  Brown,  aad 
Yellow  Dun.    The  Pinsley  is  colouring.— Gwynnk. 

Iiuggf,  iCirrow,  and  Fmsley  (Kingrsiand).— After 
about  eighteen  hours'  steady  rain  the  Lugg  has  risen  about 
3ia.  of  stained  water,  yet,  at  time  of  writing  (0.30  p  in., 
Wednesday),  the  full  effect  of  the  rain  on  the  Radnorshire 
hills  is  not  apparent  here.  I  take  it  there  will  be  little 
fishing  the  latter  days  of  present  week,  jet  prospects  of 
sport  in  the  coming  week  should  be  good,  when,  with — as 
is  most  likely — an  increase  in  temperature,  insects  will  b 
far  more  numerons,  and  cause  trout  to  be  more  lively, 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (BndleSgh  Salterton).— The  past  week 
been  a  very  bad  one  for  anglers,  the  trout  not  havin 
moved  to  surface  food  at  all  freely.  There  have  been  t'_ 
usual  excuses  for  light  creels,  viz.,  thunder  in  the  ai 
white  clouds,  and  a  tailing  barometer,  and  psssibly  the 
may  afford  the  real  explanation  of  the  matter — certain 
is  that  there  has  been  scarcely  any  rise  at  all.  The  riv 
is  at  time  of  reporting  (May  '.))  in  perfect  order.    It  is  n 
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generally  known  tbat  there  ia  now  a  tickefc  to  fish  a  portion 
of  the  Otter  to  be  had  at  the  Golden  Lion  Inn,  Tipton 
St.  John's.  It  is  for  the  use  of  visitors  to  the  inn  only, 
and  gives  access  to  over  a  mile  of  ezosllent  wat«r. 
Appl'Cition  should  be  made  to  Mr.  Stnale,  landlord  of  Ih? 
inn,  who  mafeps  his  guests  very  comfortable  on  reasonable 
terms. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  coming  down  just  right 
for  tisbicg,  and  the  first  fresh  run  peal  has  baen  caught  on 
the  Tdvy  by  Mr.  Windsor;  I  did  not  see  the  fish,  but  was 
told  it  weighed  'Z^Vo.  There  are  plenty  of  fresh  run  fish 
making  their  way  up  now ;  some  nice  dishes  of  trout 
have  been  taken  on  the  Dart,  the  upper  waters  of  the  Tavy, 
and  the  Meavy. — William  Hearder. 

SeverA.  Vyruwy,  Tanat,  and  Ckin  (Llanymy- 
Beck). — For  some  time  pist  the  changes  in  the  condition 
of  the  atmosphere  in  this  neighbourhood  have  been  most 
remarkable,  and  so  varied  that  not  for  a  single  day  can  the 
state  of  the  weather  be  depended  on.  For  instance,  on 
Tuesday  last  the  heat  was  oppressive,  and  some  pirts  of 
the  district  were  visited  by  thunderstorms.  Next  day  a 
keen  east  wind  was  accompanied  by  very  cold  drizzling 
rain,  which,  however,  had  one  good  effect,  as  it  considerably 
freshened  up  and  improved  the  state  of  the  rivers,  which 
were  fast  becoming  too  bright  for  the  fly,  and  although 
the  majority  of  anglers  still  complain  that  the  fish  still 
refuse  to  rise  freely  to  the  fly,  except  on  rare  occasions,  yet 
some  very  fair  sport  has  been  had  during  the  past  week. 
Very  few  trout  have  been  captured  in  the  Sevarn  np  to  the 
present  in  this  immediate  neighbourhood.  In  the  Vyrnwy 
also  sport  has  not  been  so  good  as  in  the  Tatat  and  Cain, 
and  from  both  these  streams  some  nics  biskets  of  trout  are 
taken  at  all  times  when  the  weather  is  favourable. — 
Ytbswt, 

Sussex  Streams  and  Bivers.— The  weather  during 
the  week  has  bjen  mild  and  summerlike,  yet  anglers  have 
been  disappointed  in  their  quest  of  trout.  From  the  Ouse 
thers  is  nothing  to  record,  as  trout  are  not  rising,  and  the 
fly  fishermen  hive  only  besn  bothered  with  dace,  which  in 
this  district  are  at  once  returned  to  the  water.  A  few  small 
fish  have  been  taken  with  worm  in  the  upper  reaches,  but 
nothjpgexcaeding  lib.  2oz.  Those  who  have  tried  the  Adur 
and  its  tributaries  have  taken  a  few  small  fish  by  worming. 
The  Rother  is  a  shade  bright,  and  here  worm  and 
minnow  have  accounted  for  the  few  fish  taken.  The 
streams  in  West  Sassex,  which  hold  some  good  fish,  have 
not_  yielded  anything  worth  notice.  For  sport,  harbour 
fishing  has  been  to  the  fore.  Takes  of  from  three  to  nine 
dozen  smelt  a  tide  by  ona  rod  in  the  Birdham  district  and 
from  Apnldram  sluice  has  been  a  daily  record.  The  bait 
u  a  great  nuisance  to  procure,  but  to  those  who  have  the 
tame  to  spare  an  hour  or  two  before  the  tide  flows,  sutEcient 
ragworms  to  last  a  couple  of  days  can  be  procured  from 
the  mud  by  the  aid  of  a  garden  fork.  The  largest  worms 
are  to  be  found  under  the  rock  or  stones.— Geoese  F. 
Salteb. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— The  otter  hounds  were  on 
one  of  the  little  brooks  on  Saturday.  A  bitch  otter  was 
quickly  found  and  kUled.  This  is  the  fifth  bitch  otter  the 
Cheriton  hounds  have  killed  in  four  days.  Trout  fishing, 
through  the  late  rain,  has  improved,  and  many  of  the 
fraternity  were  found  about,  but  no  big  baskets  have  been 
taken.  Most  killing  flies  were  Blue  Upright,  Hare's 
Flax,  and  Half  Stone.  Salmon  fishing  has  not  been 
much  ;  the  fish  have  moved  upwards.  The  net  men  have 
caught  about  twenty  fish,  some  four  and  others  six,  but 
luck  has  not  fallen  to  all.  Now  the  waters  are  rising 
they  excect  more  fish  to  come  into  the  harbour.— 
Busty  Game. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil).— Some  very  nice  baskets  of  trout 
taken  during  the  week,  notably  one  of  b.  ;  several  of 
21b.  to  .31b.  AlsD  several  nica  salmon,  weights:  261b., 
1.3;b.,  111b.,  91b.  River  now  in  flood,  and  plenty  of  salmon 
rar  ning  np.  Fishing  should  be  very  good  about  Saturday 
or  Monday. — S. 

Teme  (Lndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for 
fishing  up  to  Wednesday.  The  weather  was  dull,  and  rain 
has  threatened  for  some  diys,  and  on  Tuesday  night  it 
rained  heavily  and  continued  all  day  on  Wednesday,  and 
the  rivers  began  to  change  colour  and  rise,  and  by  the  end 
of  the  week  they  will  be  high  and  coloured,  and  prospects 
for  sport  next  week  are  not  good.  Before  the  rain 
angling  was  brisk,  and  the  fish  were  rising  well,  the  sun 
bringing  out  a  good  number  of  flies.  The  best  flies  used 
have  been  the  Blue  Don,  Brown  and  Grey  Soinners,  Red 
Palmer,  Olive  Dan,  Yellow  Dan,  March  Brown,  and 
Stone  Fly.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  tried  with  success, 
and  some  good  lots  of  trout  landed.  Minnow  fishing  is 
improving,  and  several  trout  have  been  landed.  On 
Saturday  a  nice  lot  of  tront  were  taken  with  the  Blue  Dun 
and  Stone  Fly.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  several  nice 
tront  were  taken  with  the  worm,  and  Eome  with  March 
Brown  and  Cowdnng.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  stained,  and  will  be  quiet.  Some  good 
fish  tiken  in  thein  with  worm. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— In  this  part  the  river  has  been 
running  in  capital  order  for  fishing,  having  been  a  nice 
level  and  clear,  and  the  fish  up  to  Wednesday  were  moving 
well.  _  Heavy  rain  came  on  after  Tuesday  night,  and  the 
river  is  now  beginniog  to  change  colour,  and  will  rise  and  be 
out  of  order  for  fly  by  the  f  ni  of  the  week,  and  no  fly  fish- 
ing will  be  done  for  some  days.  Before  the  rain  sport  was 
gocd,  and  there  were  a  fair  number  of  anglers  out,  and 
some  nice  fish  taken  ;  but  up  to  the  present  the  weather 
has  been  against  really  good  sport,  and  the  season  will  be 
a  late  one. — Worcester. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire).- 
River  in  nice  order  for  tronting,  and  a  full  complement  of 
rods  have  been  out  on  the  Swan  waters,  and  some  fair 
sport  has  been  had  for  the  time  of  year.  Trout  rise  freely 
in  the  forenoon,  mid-day,  and  about  five  o'clock  at  the 
Pale  Olive  and  Blue  Done,  and  Red  Spinners  and  Gnats, 


which  are  on  the  water.  Tront  got  in  nice  condition,  and 
show  up  well._  Had  a  nice  rain  on  Sunday.  March  Brown 
has  bepn  killing  well  hereabouts,  and  Alder  and  Yellow 
Dun  will  be  up  in  a  few  days.  Weather  genial  at  time  of 
writing. — Sherry  Simnnbb. 

Uppsr  Telga. — In  the  omplaint  as  to  fi-hing  in  the 
Upper  Teign  referred  to  last  week  it  was  mentioned  that 
probably  the  weight  of  three  fish  taken  by  two  rods 
exceeded  that  of  all  the  other  fish  taken  during  this  season. 
One  of  these  rods  was  a  well-known  local  angler,  Mr. 
Brownins,  who  killed  two  of  the  fish  in  question,  and  has 
since  landed  a  splendid  troutof  2lb.  14oz.  cIosa  to  Rushford 
Mill,  whilst  other  takes  have  been  including  a  lot  of 
twenty  (with  troutof  17oz.  and  lonz  ),  another  twenty, 
taken  between  Fingle  Bridge  and  Gibhouse,  and  a  lot  of 
fourteen,  all  over  Jib.  This  should  be  aufiicient  to  show 
that  sport  on  the  Teign  is  not  nearly  so  bad  as  some  dis- 
contented anglers  represent  it  to  be.  A  correspondent 
writing  to  an  Exeter  paper  says  it  is  no  uncommon  sight  to 
see  "novices"  decked  in  gaily-coloured  leggings  and 
costume,  and  equipped  with  nets  and  a  monster  basket, 
perched  np  on  an  exposed  position  flogging  the  waters 
most  assiduously,  unconscious  that  they  have  f lightened 
all  the  fish  within  30yds.  It  is  also  suggested  that  if  the 
malcontent  does  not  belong  to  this  class  he  is  anxious  to 
deter  intending  visitors  from  trying  the  river,  and  thus 
enjoy  the  monopoly. — Devonian. 

\Aritham,  dio.  (OSid-Iiinaolnahlre).— Fishing  is 
very  dull  and  unremunerative  in  Lincolnshire  at  the 
present  time.  There  are  plenty  of  eels  running  up  the 
main  streams,  and  it  would  be  a  blessing  in  disguise  if 
anglers  were  allowed  to  catch  them.  But  the  Mundella 
Act  says  "No,  you  must  not";  consequently,  away  go 
the  eels  to  worry  up  the  spawn  of  the  breeding  fish  in  the 
side  drains.  I  have  not  heard  of  anything  bning  done 
amongst  the  trout  either  on  the  streams  above  Horncastle 
or  from  the  waters  around  Grantham.  No  doubt  there  is 
a  little  fishing  being  done,  but  the  public  do  not  hear  of  it. 
With  suitable  flies  for  the  fine  days,  or  attractive  bottom 
bait,  an  odd  brace  or  two  may  be  secured. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
are  in  good  order  for  both  fly  or  bottom  fishing,  where  the 
latter  mode  is  permitted.  The  few  showers  of  rain  we 
have  had  has  freshened  both  streams,  and  better  spoit  has 
been  obtained.  Gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wye 
have  taken  three  and  four  fish  each ;  also  the  Derwent 
hag  afforded  several  nice  baskets.  One  gentleman,  fishing 
the  Darley  Dale  Club's  water,  took  two  brace ;  and  two 
others,  two  and  three  fish  each.  Mr.  Cooper,  fishing  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water,  took 
one  trout  nearly  lib.  with  minnow.  The  prospect  is 
fairly  good  ;  weather  showery,  but  cooler.  Useful  flies, 
Olive  Dun,  Blue  Dun,  Grannom,  and  Sand  Fly. — 
Dotterel.   

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Dove,  &c.  (York- 
shire).— There  is  still  a  lack  of  sport  all  through  York- 
shire, and  an  absence  of  anything  like  genial  spring 
weather.  If  we  are  favoured  with  an  hour  or  two's  sun- 
shine, the  weather  keeps  cold  and  frosty  at  nights,  and 
there  is  no  rise  of  flies  or  trout  of  any  moment.  With 
very  few  exceptions  returns  of  sport  are  poor,  and  will 
continue  so  until  we  have  a  permanent  improvement  in  the 
weather,  which  to-day  (Tuesday)  could  not  possibly  be 
worse,  the  cold  north-east  wind  being  something  fearful. 
Personally,  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  much  fishing  owing 
to  indisposition,  but  I  have  not  missed  much  evidently. 
I  am,  however,  anxiously  waiting  for  warmer  weather  and 
permission  from  my  medico  to  put  on  a  pvir  of  waders 
once  more.  Yesterday,  in  company  with  one  of  my 
daughters  armed  with  a  gauze  net,  I  perambulated  the 
banks  of  the  Yore  in  the  hope  of  collecting  a  few  duns 
as  specimens  for  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  but  all  we  could 
find  was  a  very  yellow-legged  Bloa,  Blue  Bloa,  and  an  ocM 
gravel  bed  fly.  No  fish  were  rising  at  all  in  the  streams, 
and  very  few  in  the  p3ols,  and  they  were  chiefly  grayling, 
which  have  not  spawned  yet,  are  very  hungry,  and  rise  at 
anything.  Nearly  all  the  trout  caught  in  the  Yore  have 
been  taken  by  upstream  worming  with  the  miller's 
thumb,  Devon,  or  the  natural  minnow  fished  on  fine  Ariel 
tackle.  J.  Blades  has  done  but  little  at  Hawes,  in  fact 
sport  all  the  way  down  the  river  to  Masham  has  been 
moderate  generally,  but  Mr.  R.  Goldthorpe  has  had  a  rare 
week  at  Bainbridge,  seourinaf  seventy-two  trout  with  the 
salted  minnow  fished  on  fine  Ariel  tackle,  and  I  hear 
Messrs.  Helliwell  and  Pemb»rton  have  had  exceptionally 
good  sport  with  the  fly  at  Tanfield  ;  they  found  the  Snipe 
Bloa  most  killing.  The  Rev.  Sutton  Patterson  left  the 
Cover  with  a  poor  opinion  as  to  the  number  and  size  of 
the  fish  to  be  caught  in  it ;  he  could  do  next  to  nothing, 
and  says  he  did  not  observe  a  dozen  natural  flies  on  the 
water  in  three  weeks.  Dr.  H.  G.  Hardwick  and  Mr.  B. 
Marshall  have  made  the  Cover  Bridge  Inn  their  head- 
quarters for  a  fortnight.  They  are  so  charmed  with  the 
district  that  they  have  extended  their  visit  for  another 
week,  and  they  tell  me  they  have  never  missed  catching 
trout  every  day  they  have  been  out.  Yesterday  evening 
a  local  medical  practitioner  had  some  good  sport 
with  the  natural  minnow  fished  on  a  "  Chapman  " 
spinner,  and  killed  a  very  good  dish  of  nice  trout,  the 
largest  weighing  lib.  9oz.  Collinson,  one  of  the  local 
professionals,  caught  sixteen  fish  with  the  worm  in  the 
same  stream,  and  I  hear  Mr.  Mason  (with  nine  good  fish) 
and  others  who  have  permission  to  single  ia  it  have  done 
fairly  with  both  worm  and  minnow  ;  but  we  shall  have  to 
wait  for  different  weather  before  anything  much  can  be 
caught  with  the  fly.  Sport  np  the  tributaries  of  the 
Derwent  and  in  the  Nidd,  Dove,  Aire,  &b.,  has  been  poor. 
Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  up  the  latter  river  or  the 
Wharfe,  but  Mr.  C.  Hill  caught  fourteen  very  fine  trout 
by  spinning  the  minnow  On  the  "Ariel"  flight  last 
Tuesday ;  and  I  hear  Mr.  Grimshaw  and  others  have  done 
very  fairly  with  the  same  lure,  but  as  far  as  I  know  not  a 
single  respectable  dish  of  trout  haa  been  caught  with  the 


fly.  The  Yarm  Angling  Association  held  their  first  com- 
petition of  the  season  on  the  Tees,  at  Woreall,  on  Satur- 
day. R.  Peel  was  first ;  G.  Ramsey,  B'oond  ;  J.  Kitchen, 
third  ;  and  R  Robson,  fourth ;  bat  the  takes  were 
wretchedly  small.  The  best  flies  for  next  week  should  be 
the  Snipe  Bloa,  Yellow-legged  Bloa  (Dotterel  and  Yellow), 
Winter  Brown,  Dark  Watchet  (the  hackled  pattern  of 
the  Blue  Dan),  Onnge  Partridge,  Snipe  and  Purple,  and 
March  Brown,  varied  according  to  weather  and  water.  The 
Rye  ia  the  oi  ly  river  in  Yorkshire  on  which  there  has  teen 
anything  like  a  decent  rise  of  this  once  plintiful  and 
favourite  fly.  Ihirty  years  ago  I  have  Bfen  myridds  on 
the  Yore,  but  lately  very  few,  and  none  at  all  this  season 
up  to  now,  and  practical  anglers  whom  I  have  asked  to 
collect  larva  and  flies  have  so  far  failed  to  find  any. 
Yesterday  I  found  the  Stone  Fly  Creeper  well  developed, 
considering  the  backward  season,  and  I  hear  several 
anglers  have  tried  it,  but  with  poor  success.  _  This  is  owing 
to  the  cold  weather.  When  it  gets  warmer  it  is  a  capital 
bait  for  trout  on  any  river  on  which  the  Stione  Fly  ia 
found.  I  read  Mr.  Chas.  A.  Payton's  letter  in  the  last 
issue  of  the  F.  O.  with  much  interest,  and  am  glad  to  see 
that  the  miller's  thumb  is  such  a  good  taking  bait  in 
France.  I  think  the  fact  of  Mr.  Payton  missing  so  many 
fish  with  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  trout  "  came 
short."  When  they  do  that  yoa  are  sure  to  miss  them, 
or  they  get  off  after  being  slightly  hooked.  As  they  say 
in  Yorkshire,  "  they  don't  always  open  their  mouths  wile 
enough  !  " — J.  E.  Millee,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegraph. — That  energetic  officer  of  the  York- 
shire Fishery  Board,  Mr.  Farrer  Stead,  who  is  a  terror  to 
fish  poachers,  sends  me  the  official  report,  which  shows  that 
daring  last  year  the  board  instituted  forty-three  pros'  ca- 
tions ;  from  these  followed  twenty-five  convictions,  eight 
cases  were  withdrawn,  nine  were  dismissed  (in  two  of 
these  cases  the  chairman  of  the  bench  remarked  defendant 
had  had  a  narrow  equrak),  and  in  two  others  a  case  was 
stated  for  a  superior  court  and  remitted  to  the  magistrates 
for  rehearing,  when  the  defendants  were  eventually  fined 
Is.  each,  and  in  one  case  no  judgment  was  given.  The 
offences  complained  of  included  having  salmon  in  posses- 
sion for  sale  during  the  close  season ;  having  unclean 
salmon  in  possession ;  exposing  salmon  for  sale  daring 
close  time ;  sellin?  salmon  roe  ;  polluting  trout  streams, 
and  killing  fish  thereby  ;  fishing  for  trout  without  licence  ; 
exposing  grayling  for  eale  during  close  time ;  attempting 
to  take  trout  by  groping;  using  a  wire  to  catch  tront; 
using  chloride  of  lime  for  the  purpose  cf  d^stroyirg  trout; 
and  using  nets  for  catching  salmon  without  licence.  The 
aggregate  of  the  fines  and  costs  imposed  upon  the 
delinquents  was  upwards  of  £75,  This  proves  the  board 
are  doing  something  for  all  classes  of  anglers  alike. 
Weather  fine  to  day  (Thursday),  and  rivers  in  good  trim, 
but  a  fearful  east  wicd  prevails. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Bettyhill  Hotel  (.Sutherlandshire).— On  4thiDBt. 

Messrs.  Stuart  and  Mackay,  fishing  from  hotel,  had  a 
beautiful  basket  of  sea  trout,  weighing  81b. — E.  Stcart. 

Border  £sk  and  Liddle. — More  cheering  news 
comes  from  those  well-known  and  popular  Border  streams, 
and  angling  prospects  look  more  promising,  although  the 
mornings  and  nights  are  yet  somewhat  cold.  Though  a 
number  of  new-run  salmon  have  recently  entered  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Esk,  they  are  still  exceedingly  shy 
and  difficult  to  lure.  Trout  are  now  sporting  themselve 
in  considerable  numbers,  but  few  catches  have  been  made 
even  in  the  lower  reaches  below  Longtown.  The  Liddle 
so  far  as  the  season  has  advanced,  has  been  prolific  in 
yellow  trout,  and  some  fine  catrhes  have  been  made  with 
fly  in  the  upper  reaches.  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Copshaw,  had  a 
good  catch  of  101b.  below  Dinlabjre,  a  farm- 
steading  famous  in  Border  lore,  and  Dr.  Mason, 
Langholm,  had  a  bask't  of  61b.  in  the  same 
water.  Mr.  J.  Nichol,  Edinburgh,  had  a  fine  basket 
of  five  dozen  in  Dinlabyre  water,  and  a  catch  o 
four  dozen  in  Kershope  water,  above  Penton  Bridge,  the 
most  beautiful  portion  of  the  historic  Liddle.  Dr. 
Armstrong,  Bury,  and  Mr.  J.  Crozier,  Carlisle,  have  had 
several  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Liddle.  Mr. 
Dickie,  Burnmouth,  had  a  take  of  about  three  dozen  in 
the  Liddle  ;  and  Messrs.  W.  Scoddart  and  W.  Armstrong, 
of  Newcastleton,  have  had  good  sport  in  the  same  water. 
I  am  glad  the  Liddle  is  coming  out  well  this  season.  For 
years  in  the  Fishing  Oazette  I  have  advocated  the  claims 
of  the  river  Liddle  as  a  good  fishing  resort,  and,  althongh 
probably  inferior  to  the  Esk,  it  is  not  so  much  fished  as 
the  premier  stream.  Here  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  best 
pools  in  the  Liddle,  commencing  below  Newjistleton  and 
ending  at  its  junction  with  the  Esk,  at  the  foot  of  Canonbie 
Lea  :  Sandhjlm  Pool,  Gallet  Pool, Bsndle  Pool,  Darmonn'; 
Pool,  Hogg  Wash,  Clinty  Pool,  Kilholm,  Ciuld  Pool, 
Penton  Bridge,  Cow  Ugly  Pool — a  perfect  ciuldro 
deep  and  black  as  midnight — the  Linns  Pool,  Lang 
Penton  Pool,  Meeick  Clote  Pool,  Auld  Brig  Pool,  Poor 
Man's  Hole,  Trout  Dub,  Blk.  Kiat,  Horse  Pool,  Maggie's 
Ford,  a  grand  oast  below  bridge.  Double  Bank,  Double 
Pot,  Inch  Pool,  Viaduct  and  Ha  Pool.  Not  a  bad  total 
in  the  midst  of  some  of  the  loveliest  scenery  in  the  South 
of  Scotland.  The  fishing  in  the  Esk  is  improving,  and 
good  sport  has  been  had  in  the  upper  and  m'd-reaches. 
Mr.  Fasson,  staying  at  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  has 
had  fair  batkets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Esk  and  tributaries. 
No  grilse  have  been  caught  up  to  the  present.  A  fort- 
night ago  salmon  were  showing  better  in  the  Solway,  and 
the  net  fishermen  were  julilant,  but  the  nets  have  fartd 
badly  during  the  week,  a  few  salmon  of  medium  weight 
orly  being  got.  Although  sea  trout  are  showing,  no 
extensive  or  decided  run  has  taken  place.  In  the 
lower  reaches  Mr.  Musgrove,  Longtown,  had  a  new 
run   salmon  of  101b.    Mr.  Mason,  Rockliffe,  hooked 
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a  salmon  in  tbe  Metal  Bridge  water,  but  lost  it.  Fishing 
in  the  Liddle,  Mr.  F.  Faas  >n  ha  1  soma  good  bask ►(ts  of 
yellow  trout  ia  the  lower  reaches  above  the  famous  Roman 
Camp  whioa  overl  iobs  Canoobie  L?a.  Bait  fishifjg  has 
be^n  opea  siuce  May  1,  and  it  is  expected  that  sea  tr  )at 
will  be  taken  with  the  worm  sjon.  Oq  Tuesday  Mr. 
Fasson  had  a  doz'en  yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water,  and 
the  followiog  have  had  from  one  to  t  vo  dozenyellowtrout 
in  Langholm  :  Messrs  J.  Harkness,  J.  Miller,  W.  Borth- 
wick,  S.  Bell;  and  Tom  X-'sbit  caught  a  whopper  at 
Langholm  Bridge  weighin?  21b.  Fairly  giod  takes  have 
been  made.in  the  B  ves  close  t  j  Langholm.  The  Tarras  and 
Meg^at  have  b  3th  aff  jrded  good  sport.  Mr.  Wm.  Donglas, 
Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  inf  >rmB  me  that  the  rivers  are 
in  capital  anglinj  order,  and  trout  daily  improving  in 
condition.  Salmon  and  sea  trout  have  been  seen  in  the 
mid-reaches  of  the  Bsk,  and  they  are  anxiously  looked  for 
in  the  Langholm  water  and  in  the  Liddle.  Directly  the 
warm  wf  a-.her  sets  in  the  coaching  tours  from  the  Eskdale 
Hotel  will  commence. — Gilxockie. 

Carron,  Eastsr  Risb  (Ardgay,  N.B.).— On 
Monday  last  week,  Mr.  Oakley's  party,  Balaagown  Arms 
Hotel,  landed  two  salmon  ;  on  Wedoesday,  one;  and  on 
Saturday,  t  wo.  0  f  the  ;e  there  were  three  salmon  captured 
by  Mrs.  Oakley,  who  ia  a  very  successful  lady  angler. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffsliire). — During  the  past  week  the 
weather  was  very  favourable  for  rod  fishing  in  the  river 
Deveron,  and  fairly  good  sport  was  enj  oyed.  On  the  upper 
reaches  the  snow  has  not  as  yet  disappeared  from  the  hills, 
which  keeps  the  water  in  good  fishing  condition.  On  the 
Glass  section,  on  the  2nd,  Captain  Forbes  ciu?ht  two  fine 
salmon,  one  weighing  16 Jib.,  and  the  other  7ib. ;  on  the 
same  section,  Kev.  D.  M.  Ross  had  a  new  run  of  fish  of 
"ilb. ;  on  the  Danlugas  water,  rear  TurrifP,  Mr.  Russell 
had  four  fish,  scaling  from  71b.  to  9 Jib. ;  on  the  Muireak 
water  a  couple  of  fish  were  killed  ot  8lb.  and  lljlb.  On 
most  of  the  sections  heavy  baskets  of  trout  were  caught 
daily.  The  net  fishiag  on  the  river  towards  the  end  of  last 
week  improved.  The  fishermen  plied  the  nets  near  the 
entrance,  the  obstruction  at  the  mouth  for  fish  running 
being  removed.  They  landed  a  few  salmon  and  a  number 
of  trout,  some  of  the  latter  being  of  heavy  weight.  On 
the  coast  the  yield  from  the  various  nets  was  also  better. 
Salmon  are  getting  heavier,  and  one  of  the  largest  got 
scaled  351b.,  tbe  largest  taken  this  season  in  the  Deveron 
district.  A  few  grilse  were  taken  in  the  nets,  averaging 
3lb.  None  have  been  ciu^ht  as  yet  in  the  river.  The 
number  of  boxes  consigned  to  the  market  for  the  past  week 
was  the  large3^  for  the  season. — H.  W. 

Djchtrt  (Luib  Hotel,  Perihshire).— Mr.  J.  N. 
Jarvie,  of  Alva,  out  from  Lnib  Hotel  on  the  river,  on 
Monday,  had  twenty  trout,  weight  121b. ;  Mr.  T.  Cairns 
had  twelve  trout,  81b.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  J.  Sanderson, 
London,  had  five  trout,  heaviest  IJlb. — D.  McNAueHTON. 

Iiochawe  (River  Orchy,  Dalma.ily  Hotel 
Water). — On  April  30,  one  salmon,  12lb. ;  on  May  1, 
one,  131b.  On  Monday,  Rev.  Mr.  Thomson,  London, 
three  salmon,  111b.,  131b.,  and  141b.  River  in  excellent 
order. — Lochawe. 

Iioch  Clion  (Strouaclilaoliar).  —  Fishing  from 
Stronach'achar  Hotel  on  MoLday,  Mr.  Thomson  and  son, 
fishing  in  one  boat,  had  twenty-one  trout  weighing  9}lb. 
Mr.  Jamieson  had  sixteen  trout  weighing  6|lb. — Donald 
Ferguson. 

Ziochlevea  (Kinross).— Sport  has  not  been  nearly  so 
good  duriug  the  past  week  owing  to  stormy  weatber. 
Followiog  a  heavy  lainfall.  Tuts  Jay  was  bright  and  very 
warm  io  the  lore  part,  but  in  the  afternoon  a  fine  dulness 
Eec  in,  and  with  a  light  though  steady  south-easterly 
breem,  the  loch  never  looked  in  a  better  state  for  spurt. 
Anglers,  however,  failed  to  lure  fish  to  the  surface,  the 
most  Buccetsful  parties  out  reporting  that  trout  were  not 
coming  nith  their  usual  rush,  but  sucking  tbe  flies  under. 
It  is  expected  a  contiuuaioa  of  the  present  fine  weather 
for  a  day  or  two  will  bring  the  fish  up,  and  that  greatly 
improved  eport  will  besot.  Fishingatthe  Dunfermline  club 
competition,  Mr.  J.  Dick  was  first  with  ten  trout,  61b.  13  iz. 
Twenty  members  of  the  Kinross-shire  Club  killed  170  trout, 
lOllb.  9^z.  :  First,  Mr.  MoKinncn,  twelve  trout, 
101b.  7oz  ;  second,  Mr.  Macdonald,  fifteen  trout, 
91b.  13oz.  ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  Sutherland,  lib.  14ioz. 
Fourteen  members  of  the  Glasgow  Wellshot  Club  creeled 
sixty-six  trout,  47lb. :  First,  Mr.  J.  Bell,  ten  trout, 
7ib.  lO^z.  The  Midlothian,  Coatbridge,  St.  Andrew 
(Edinburgh),  Bridge  of  Allan,  Stirling,  and  St.  Mirin 
(Paisley)  Clubs  also  held  competitions,  and  averaged 
about  2lb.  of  trout  per  rod.  Private  parties  who  had  the 
best  sport  weie:  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson,  Markinch,  thirty- 
three  trout,  221b.  ;  Mr,  James  Robertson,  Perth, 
twenty  -  one  trout.  I  t  b.  ;  Mr.  Tweedie  and  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  Edinbargh,  thirteen  trout,  lOlb.  4oz.  ; 
Messrs.  B.  L.  Middleniaeand  W.  M.  Ormiston,  Edinbargh, 
twelve  tr.iut,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Maogregor,  Edinburgh,  fourteen 
trout,  lUb.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Kenntdy,  Edinburgh,  fifteen  trout, 
111b. ;  Mr.  Thomson  and  Mr.  Scott,  Dundee,  ten  trout, 
lUb. ;  Mr.  Smith,  Edinburgh,  eleven  trout,  101b.  8oz.  ; 
Sir  J.  Berkley,  Milne,  twenty-two  trout,  15lb. ;  Dr.  Irvin 
and  Mr.  J.  W.  Leeming,  L'.incaster,  in  two  days,  thirty- 
three  trout,  201b.  ;  Mr.  Machay,  Edinburgh,  twenty-four 
trdut,  141b.;  Mr.  Mackeijzie,  Glasgow,  fourteen  trout, 
lllb.  12lz.  ;  Dr.  Jackeon,  Lantasbire,  cr^ti-l-d  in  two  and 
a  half  dayi)  thirty-six  trout,  201b.  8  z.  ;  Mnjor  Greig  and 
Mr.  Bttllttiityne,  Coatbiidg", twenty-three  trout,  ]41b.  12  jz 
The  hnit  spi-cimtu  trout  we  have  been  here  this  seison  was 
got  by  L)r.  Allurii,  ot  th>)  liridKe  of  Allan  Club  it  weighed 
lib.  16J  iz.  The  laritt'st  taken  so  far  this  season  was  one 
of  31b  3  z  — KoiiKKT  Lain(; 

I.ooh  Tay  (Kil  in,  N.B.).— On  May  2,  Mr. 
Mc^Williarii  lamJei  »  utilmon  of  I'lb.  —  H.  V.  Maihrv. 

Lyon  (Poitlngall,  Olen  Lyon,  Fectlisiire).— 
Fifisbing  fri;m  tbu  I'ortingail  Hotel,  on  May  2,  Mr. 
Philip  (ieen  tad  a  nice  basket  of  trout.  On  the  'Vd, 
Mr.  Kirkland  Gesn  and  Mr.  Deas  bad  a  good  basket  of 
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trout;  Mr.  Philip  Geen  landed  a  salmon  (weight  lOIb.). 
Oa  the  4:h,  Mr.  Dm  a  few  nic9  trout.  Miss  Deas  had 
nic3  trout  (weight  2lo.)  on  the  5ch.  Miss  Deas,  on  the 
7th,  had  two  nice  trout  weighing  SJlb.,  and  on  tbe  8th, 
one  trout  of  IJib. 

Navar  (Bettyliill,  ThnTSO,  N.B.).— On  27th  nit., 
Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  lauded  two  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1 ; 
Mr.  Griffiths  had  two  salmon;  and  Col,  Fryer,  Dalvina 
Ladge,  two,  on  No.  3.  On  28ch,  Mr.  Campbell,  Dalvina 
Lodge,  caught  four  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1 ;  Col.  Fryer, 
one,  on  No,  5 ;  Mr.  Griffiths,  Syre  Lodge,  a  15-ponader 
on  No.  2 ;  and  Mr.  Gill,  three  salmon  on  No.  3,  On  306h, 
Col,  Fryer  landed  seven  salmon  (ranging  up  to  131b.)  to 
his  own  rod.  on  Beat  No.  1 ;  Mr,  Campbell,  two,  on  No.  2  ; 
and  Mr.  Gill,  two,  on  No.  5.  On  Ist,  Mr.  Gill  caught  two 
on  No.  1 ;  Maj  )r  Bnrnell  Milnes,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one,  on 
No.  2 ;  Col.  Fryer,  one,  on  No.  3 ;  and  Mr.  MaoHardy, 
Bettyhill,  two,  on  No.  6  Oa  2nd,  Col.  Fryer  landed 
three  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1 ;  Major  Burnell  Milnes,  one, 
on  No.  3 ;  Mr.  Gill,  two,  on  No.  2  ;  and  Miss  Gill,  three 
salmon  oa  No.  5.  On  3rd,  Mr.  Gill,  Syre_  Lodge,  had  six 
salmon  to  his  own  rod  on  No.  1  ;  Miss  Gill,  one  salmon, 
on  No.  3  ;  and  Col.  Fryer,  three,  on  No.  2.  Oa  4th,  Mr. 
Gill  landed  four  salmon  on  No.  1  j  and  Miss  Gill,  one,  on 
No,  2.  On  5th,  Mr,  Oats,  Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  four 
salmon  on  No.  1 ;  and  Major  Burnell  Milnes,  one,  on 
No.  5.  On  1st  inst.  the  netting  commenced  with  One 
boat,  five  fish  captured;  corresponding  week  last  year, 
nil.—B. 

Nortli-East  of  Scotland.— The  weather  is  on  the 
whole  extremely  favourable,  but  streams  too  big  for  good 
sport.  The  amount  of  snow  water  is  keeping  the  fish 
down.  Everyday,  however,  is  now  improving  the  pros- 
pects and  increasing  the  chances  of  sport,  especially  on  the 
upper  reaches.  On  the  Braemar  section  Colonel  Morland, 
Kindrochet  Lodge,  had  two  on  Monday  of  81b.  and  91b., 
and  several  during  the  previous  week.  On  the  Balmoral 
and  Ballater  reaches  the  Queen's  keepers,  Mr,  Millar, 
Mr.  Bristow,  and  others,  are  having  fish  daily,  but  not  the 
sport  these  parts  should  be  yielding  from  the  head  of  fish 
forward ;  but  this  on  account  of  the  low  temperature. 
The  Duke  of  York  is  not  coming  north  this  spring  as  at 
one  time  anticipated.  On  the  Glentana  Home  section 
some  seventeen  fish  were  creeled  lately,  but  the  lessees  on 
the  Dinuetand  upper  beats  have  made  little  of  their  season. 
In  fact,  of  the  two  sections  tbe  home  section  has  done  very 
well,  but  the  other  section  of  the  Glen  water  has  done  badly. 
On  the  Aboyne,  Mr,  Whitelaw  had  one  of  ISlb.,  and 
one  of  81b. ;  Mr,  Young,  two,  of  61b,  and  81b.,  and  one  of 
71b, ;  while  Mr,  Berry  had  also  one  of  71b,  On  the  Kin- 
cardine O'Neill  waters  sport  has  been  very  mixed,  some 
rods  doing  fairly  well,  and  others  again  but  so  and  so,  the 
height  of  the  river  and  the  snow  water  being  the  chief 
bugbears-  On  the  Caimton  water  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley, 
Capt.  E.  P,  Brooke,  and  others  are  making  a  j  jint  bag  of 
four  and  five  fish  daily,  while  on  the  Blackball  and  Durris 
sections  similar  sport  is  being  got.  Large  flies  arj  the 
order  of  the  day.  On  the  Don  trouting  is  now  at  its 
best,  and  baskets  of  201b.  and  over  are  being  made 
on  the  Kemnay,  Monymusk,  and  Tilliefour  waters.  Mr. 
Andrew  Murray  had  a  splendid  basket  the  other  day,  his 
heaviest  fish  scaling  3Jlb,,  while  another  angler  had  a 
trout  of  ojlb.  On  the  Lrgie,Mr.  Ingram,  Mr.  Penny,  Mr. 
Strachan,  and  others  are  doing  well,  Mr.  A.  Murray  and 
Masters  Benett,  Aberdeen,  had  two  days'  good  sport  on 
Saturday  and  Monday  last. — G. -M. 

Oykell  (0>k«ll  Bridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.),— 
During  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been  very 
unfavourable.  Nevt^rtheless,  some  nice  salmon  were 
caught  by  anglers  from  the  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  ; 
including  Mr,  Moore,  of  Cookstown.  co,  Tyrone;  and 
Mr.  St.  Vincent  Peel,  of  New  South  Walea.— B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B,),— On  Ist  inst..  Sir  John 
Shelley,  Bart.,  of  Michelgrove,  Sussex,  landed  a  salmon 
weighing  8ib. ;  and  on  2nd,  a  10-pounder.  On  2nd  inst.. 
Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie,  Bart.,  of  Creedy,  Devonshire, 
landed  a  salmon  of  9Ib. ;  and  Sir  John  _  Shelley  an 
11-pounder,  On  4th,  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie  had  one  of 
lllb.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  owing  to  the  sad, 
sudden,  and  premature  death  of  Mr.  A.  MacKay, 
younger,  of  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  which  occurred 
recently,  angling  operations  were  a  little  out  of 
joint. — B, 

Souih.  of  Scotland. — Althoagh  the  waterj  have  been 
in  the  best  possible  order  for  yellow  trout  fishing  this 
week,  trout  have  not  been  rising  freely.  In  the  higher 
Annan,  on  Monday,  a  number  of  rods  were  out,  and 
several  fair  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  with  fly,  as  also 
with  the  running  worm  on  Stewart  tackle.  One  angler,  in 
the  reaches  below  MotTat,  caught  a  very  fine  yellow  trout 
of  31b.  Two  gentlemen  belonging  to  Annan,  fishing  in 
the  Wamphray  portion,  caught  between  thirty  and  forty. 
Other  rods  have  had  fair  sport.  In  the  middle  S30lion 
fair  creels  of  yellow  trout  have  been  taken,  with  one  or 
two  weighing  up  to  lib.  In  the  lower  portion  a  sea  trout 
was  caught,  besides  small  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  The 
Nith  was  placed  in  flood  on  Saturday  with  the  heavy  rain 
in  upper  Nithtdile,  and  more  rain  on  Sunday  night  kept 
the  waters  high  on  Monday,  when  a  fair  numbar 
of  anglers  were  out.  Tue  Dumfries  anglers  held 
their  annual  competition  on  Saturday,  when  the 
conditions  were  against  heavy  baskets.  Seven  com- 
petitors weigbed-in  their  fish  out  of  eighteen  entries. 
Mr,  John  EJgar  killed  nine  trout  weighing  21b.  13oz. ; 
Mr,  Adam  Edgar  took  ten,  weighing  21b,  2  z, ; 
Mr.  P.  Mc William,  thirteen  trout,  of  lib,  8oz,  Among 
the  others  were  Mr.  F.  Patersou,  who  killed  tour  trout, 
of  lib.  5  z  ,  and  two  grayling,  of  lib.  2oz, ;  Mr.  J, 
Dick  caught  five  trout  and  two  grayling,  of  lib.  8oz,  All 
the  trout  were  sent  as  a  present  to  the  Dumfries  and 
Galloway  Royal  Infirmary.  In  the  Mid-Nithsdale  portion 
the  sport  has  been  of  a  fair  average.  Messrs.  Turner 
caught  a  pike  of  101b.  in  the  nets  while  drawing  for  salmon 
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and  sea  trout  at  Dumfries  last  week.  The  waters  in  tha 
Sanquhar  district  have  been  disturbed  with  spates,  and  not 
much  has  been  done  by  the  rods.  The  Galloway  Riveb*. 
— Tne  unsettled  condition  of  the  waters  has  been  mn<dl 
aga  nst  good  sport,  though  the  rivers  are  now  in  better 
order.  Little  is  being  done  on  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbright 
shire,  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  or  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie, 
In  tha  higher  reaches  of  the  Ken  some  fairly  good 
baskets  have  been  caught.  Some  of  the  lochs  of  tItB 
district  have  been  tried,  and  a  few  trout  taken.  Ayb- 
SHiRE. — The  rivers  have  been  disturbed  with  rain,  and  front 
have  not  been  rising  fresly  on  any  of  the  rivers.  On  Lodi 
Doon  of  Dalmellington,  several  rods  have  been  out  in  the 
boats,  as  also  on  foot  along  the  loch  side.  A  number  of 
fair  catches  have  been  made.  The  Solway, — More  aw 
trout  are  being  caught  in  the  stake  nets,  but  salmon  an 
Eciroa  this  week  in  the  firth, — Heatherbell, 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Streams.^ 
The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  not  been  of  tUy 
most  desirable  description  for  the  angler.  Cold  eaateifl 
winds  have  in  general  prevailed,  while  heavy  falls  of  rafl 
caused  the  main  rivers  to  rise  about  Jft.  on  Monday  lat^ 
just  when  they  were  getting  into  nice  fishing  ply.  Th^ 
were  not  discoloured,  however,  which  was  a  mercy,  as  ily 
was  the  Kelso  Angling  Association's  spring  competitioH 
day ;  but,  of  course,  the  riss  in  the  rivers  occurring  duiiifl 
the  day,  and  cold  weather  as  well  intervening,  baskets  we^ 
small,  and  not  such  as  we  have]  been  used  to.  The 
result  of  this  competition  has  just  verified  what  I  wrote 
in  my  last  week's  notes,  that  it  there  was  not  more  water 
in  the  rivers  before  the  competition  day  baskets  would  be 
poor.  So  the  sequel  proved,  as  the  total  for  nine  basketa 
shown  was  under  201b.,  whereas  in  some  former  years  it 
took  nearly  all  that  weight  of  trout  to  win  first  prize. 
Many  other  Border  clubs  have  also  been  holding  their 
spring  competitions,  but  a  summary  of  the  whole  will  be 
found  below.  Of  course,  at  the  present  time  there  is  little 
or  no  salmon  fishing  going  on.  In  fact,  so  far  as  the 
Kelso  district  is  concerned  it  is  nil.  I  hear,  however, 
that  on  some  of  the  waters  lower  down  the  river  a  few 
salmon  havd  been  killea ;  but  sport  amongst  the  larger 
fish  is  on  the  whole  very  tame  at  tbe  present  time,  and  no 
improvement  will  be  shown  until  we  have  a  rattling  good 
flood, I  when  angling  will  improve  all  round,  both  as  regarda 
takes  of  trout  and  salmon  kelts.  Of  those  who  have  been 
most  successful  amongst  the  trout  fishers  during  the  past 
week  may  be  mentioned  Mr,  James  Steel,  who  on  the 
Tweed  oa  Saturday  last  killed  a  very  fine  basket  of  181b. 
of  trout,  half  a  dozen  of  which  palled  the  scale  at  71b.,  one 
being  a  beauty  of  l|lb.  Mr.  John  Mercer,  on  the  Tweed, 
had  also  8ib. ;  on  the  Teviot,  51b. ;  and  on  the  Eden 
yesterday  (Tuesday)  he  had  BJlb.  J,  Richardson,  on  the 
Teviot,  had.  4|lb,  on  Monday;  and  Mr.  Thomaa 
Anderson,  on  the  same  stream,  had  a  basket  of 
trout  which  would  draw  the  scale  at  41b.,  although 
there  were  only  eleven  trout  altogether.  On  tha 
Tweed,  on  Monday,  Mr.  A.  Taylor,  Sprouston,  had 
half  a  dozen  nice  fish  ;  and  Mr,  John  Wright  had  also  • 
few  brace,  while  Mr,  R.  Wright  had  a  grand  basket  of  91h. 
the  same  day.  On  the  Kale,  Mr,  R.  B.  Mosorip,  More- 
battle,  has  had  takes  of  twenty  troat,  three  dozen  and 
nine,  and  one  and  a  half  dozen ;  most  of  his  trout  were 
got  with  worm.  On  the  same  stream,  Mr,  Thomaa 
Cairns,  Morebattle,  had  a  dozen  fine  trout  on  Friday 
last,  all  with  fly.  The  members  of  the  Kelso  Angling 
Association  held  their  annual  sptiag  competition  on 
Monday  list.  Weather  and  water  were  both  against  the 
cjmpeiitiors,  and  takes  were  therefore  light.  There  were 
a  dozen  entries,  but  only  nine  bsiskets  were  presented  to 
the  secretary  (Mr.  N.  J.  Mills)  at  the  club-house  at  seven 
o'clock.  After  being  weighed,  the  following  were  found 
to  be  the  prize-"  ioners :  First,  the  Hendersjde  Rod  (given 
by  Sir  Eichard  Waidie  Griffith,  Bart.,  of  Hendersyde  Park), 
Mr.  R.  Ormston,  Kelso,  41b.  7ioz. ;  second,  solid  silver 
match  box  (given  by  Mr.  Tom  Marris,  Worksop),  Mr.  H. 
Davidson,  Yelholm,  41b.  ioz. ;  third,  antique  solid  gold 
scarf  pin  (pressnted  by  Mr.  John  Black,  Eainburgh),  Mr. 
Duncan  Allan  Hiil  (youngest  member  as  regards  age), 
3lb.  9Joz. ;  fourth,  Mr.  James  Chisholm,  silver  medal  with 
gold  centre  (given  by  Mr.  Swaine,  Bradford),  lib.  MJoz. ; 
fifth,  Mr.  R.  Kobertson,  framed  picture  by  Mackiutnsl 
and  Co.,  Kelso,  lib.  lloz. ;  sixth,  Mr.  A.  McCatcheon 
sen.,  bottle  of  "  special  "  whiekey  (by  Mr.  A.  Steel,  host 
of  the  Weigh  House  Hotel,  Kelso),  lib.  Soz.  The  winning 
basket  was  killed  on  Tweed  with  fly,  worm,  and  minnow ; 
the  second  basket  was  got  on  the  Kale  with  worm 
mainly;  the  third  was  a  pure  fly-fishing  basket.  At 
the  usual  social  meeting,  held  after  the  weighing,  the 
loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  were  given  with  all  the  honourp, 
there  being  then  a  good  company  present.  On  the  motion 
of  the  chairman,  after  intimation  had  been  given  by  Mr. 
A.  Steel,  the  auditor  of  the  society,  that  he  had  reoeiveJ 
communications  asking  exhibits  for  the  Manchester 
Fisheries  Exhibition,  it  was  agreed  by  the  members  to 
f  irward  certain  oases  and  also  certain  pictures. — Max- 
wheel, 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballina  (Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels  Frl 

Wate.s). — For  the  past  week  we  have  hal  very 
weather  for  fishing,  owing  to  storm  and  heavy  ra'  _ 
leaving  the  river  in  a  very  dirty  state  ;  but  now,  when  i 
clears,  I  am  sure  there  will  be  good  sport.  Grilse  are 
already  running  in  numbers,  so  that  there  ia  every  hopa 
for  g  )od  angling  — Manaoer, 

Bann  (Kilrea), — There  has  been  a  succession  of  oodi 
for  the  past  week,  which  have  caused  the  water  to  h?  dis- 
coloured, and  prevented  th")  fly  from  being  used  with 
success.  There  were  three  Bellast  anglers  on  the  river  ('< 
May  5,  who  took  ten  trout  on  the  worm  scaling  loll 
There  is  a  rise  of  Oin,  of  water,  but  this  will  run  off  in  a 
few  daya,  when  good  trouting  is  certain  to  follow  should 
there  be  no  more  floods.   Some  salmon  have  been  seen 
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"FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund — the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  LIST. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Edwards  (second  donation)   

Mr.  H.S.Hall    

Collected  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds  (second  instalment)   


Amount  from  twenty-third  list 
Total   


£  8.  d. 

0  5  0 

1  1  0 

10  0 

2  6  0 
239  17  3J 

242   3  Si 


Household  Brigade  Convalescent  Home,  Colder's  Hill, 
May  7,  1900. 

Dear  Sir, — Many  thanks  for  the  kind  gift  of  tobacco.  The  men  were  delighted  with  it. 
—Yours  truly,  Makie  Arnold. 


passing  over  the  weir  at  Movanagher  into  the  Kilrea 
section.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast. — In  the  past  week  there  was  a  decided  falling 
off  in  trouting  on  the  dams,  few  fish  having  been  taken  by 
the  many  arglers  out.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Edward  Hunter 
had  a  nice  trout  of  2ilb  ,  which  took  a  Black  and  Silver 
fly.— J.  A.  B. 

Boylfl. — The  weather  here  just  now  is  simply  perfect 
for  all  sorts  of  fishing;  but  trout,  as  usual,  at  this  time  of 
year  are  very  hard  to  get  with  either  fly  or  minnow.  I  do 
not  think  we  will  have  the  May  Fly  tightly  on  until  about 
20th.  Pike  fishing  waa  never  better,  and  consequently  a 
great  quantity  of  them  have  come  to  grief.  Some  of  the 
largest  I  ever  saw  were  captured  during  the  last  week.  I 
sent  to-diy  to  Fishiwy  Gazette  office  two  which  weighed 
resp»ctively  40Jlb.  and  361b.  each. — George  Taylor. 

Bnndrowes  (co.  Donegal).— Bright  weather  and 
north-east  wind  prevailed  nearly  all  through  the  past  week, 
and,  in  consequence,  sport  was  rather  poor.  Mr.  T. 
Gilroy  landed  two  salmon  on  4th  and  7th  inst.,  of  81b.  and 
8Jlb.  Tie  river  ia  keeping  in  good  fishing  order. — M.  Rogan 

AND  SOXS 

Cork  Rivers.— Though  the  weather  has  been  very 
much  against  angling  fair  sport  hag  been  had  on  some  days 
on  the  principal  Cork  rivers  at  salmon.  At  time  of 
writing  the  weather  is  getting  mora  favourable,  and  as  the 
waters  are  in  good  order  from  rtcent  heavy  rains  the 
prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  much  better.  In  the 
brown  trout  department  sport  has  been  backward,  but  is 
improving  at  time  of  writing.  Fly  fishing  is  becoming 
general,  and  the  fish  are  beginning  to  rise  well  on  the 
principal  rivprs. — T.  J.  D. 

Cornb  (Qalwa>). — The  Corrib  is  in  pretty  good  form, 
and  ttie  weather  is  more  favourable  for  fishing.  Amongst 
the  salmon  fishers  cut  were:  Mr.  Upcher,  Capt.  Cunliffa, 
Mr.  Schoefield,  and  Col.  Parker,  who  had  several  fish 
each.  Salmon  "are  now  in  Clare— Galway  river,  Trout- 
ing is  suspended  on  the  Corrib  whilst  the  smolts  are 
making  for  the  sea.  There  must  be  a  big  stock  of  salmon 
in  Lough  Corrib  jadging  from  the  number  of  fish  that  ran 
through  during  tne  late  spate. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Bivers.— The  Ballinderry  and  Black- 
water  are  in  excellent  form  for  fly  fishing.  Since  last 
notes  trouting  improved  considerably. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  ^BaUyBnaunon  and  Belleek).— Trouting  on 
the  Erne  was  not  so  good  during  the  past  week  in  conse- 
quence of  the  blight  weather  and  east  winds ;  the  river  is 
at  present  in  most  perfect  order  for  both  trout  and  salmon 
fishing.  The  night  rise  of  trout  vyill  begin  in  about 
another  week,  when  some  big  trout  will  he  had.  Salmon 
fishing  will  begin  on  the  Erne  the  week  after  next,  as 
several  rods  are  already  let  to  anglers. — M.  Bogan  and 
Sosfi. 

Kerry  Kivers. — On  a  few  days  when  there  were 
favourable  intervals  in  the  weather  sport  has  been  fair  on 
the  mi)  j  rity  of  the  Kerry  rivers  open  for  angling.  Salmon 
appear  to  be  still  coming  up  in  ,all  the  earlier  rivers,  but 
none  have  arrived  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  on  any  of 
the  later  waters,  such  as  the  Inney,  etc  ,  thcugh,  strange 
to  say,  sea  trout  have  appeared  as  far  back  ago  as  April  15 
in  some  of  those  latter  waters.  The  brown  trout  fishing 
has  not  yielded  up  to  the  standard,  chiefly  in  consequence 
of  adverse  weather.  Prcspecta  good  for  next  few  days, 
especially  for  southern  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

KUlamey. — Bad  weather  has  spoiled  sport.  Things, 
however,  are  improving  at  time  of  writing,  and  the 


prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  much  improved.  All 
waters  are  now  in  good  order,  and  salmon  continue  to 
arrive  from  the  sea.  On  the  mountain  lakes  sport  has 
been  good  as  a  rule  at  small  brown  trout,  the  best  sport 
being  had  on  Lough  Quittane.  In  now  seems  probable 
enough  that  the  remainder  of  the  month  shall  find  sport 
goi^d  all  round  at  and  around  this  station. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Conn  (Gortnorabbey  Hotel).— The  lake 
is  now  in  splendid  order  ;  but  for  the  past  week  we  have 
had  very  wild  weather,  oonspquently  little  sport.  I  would 
advise  any  angler  who  intends  to  fish  the  lough  to  pay  it  a 
visit  without  delay.  I  am  sure  there  will  be  good  sport 
during  the  coming  week  if  the  weather  we  are  now  having 
continues. — Manager. 

Lough  Currane  (WaterTille,  ca.  Kerry).— The 
weather  has  baen  so  wild  here  that  no  angling,  practically 
speaking,  was  done  on  the  lake  last  week.  At  time  of 
writing  the  weather  and  water  conditions  have  improved 
considerably,  and  good  sport  is  looked  forward  to  in  all 
departments. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — Sport  was  not  so  good  on  the  lake 
during  the  past  week  as  in  the  previous  week.  Mr.  G. 
Cleary  landed  one  salmon  of  91b.  on  5th  inst.,  Mr. 
Phillips  took  a  trout  (Salmo  fero  e)  of  61b.  on  7th  inst., 
Mr.  T.  Shaw  landed  one  salmon  of  101b.  on  8th  inst.,  Mr. 
Heany  landed  another  of  81b.  on  7th  inst.,  and  Mr.  T. 
Mulhern  landed  two  trout  {Salmo  fero  i )  of  4Jlb.  and  31b. 
on  4th  inst.  A  number  of  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  by 
the  anglers  out  from  Garrison,  Bundoran,  Belleek,  Kin- 
lough,  &o.,  containing  from  nine  to  thirty  trout.  Gillaroo 
trout  did  not  rise  well  during  the  past  week,  as  it  was 
chiefly  all  brown  trout  that  were  taken.  The  wind  at 
time  ot  writing  is  south-west,  and  some  rain  is  falling,  and 
prospects  of  sport  are  much  better  for  this  week. — M, 
RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Lougta.  Neagh. — Pollen  fishing  is  improving  steadily, 
and  the  same  applies  to  trout  netting.  The  cross  Channel 
prices  are  steady,  and  demands  good.  On  the  tributaries 
trouting  has  improved  a  little. — J.  A.  B. 

Slouxne  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone).  — The 
Mourne  is  in  fair  order  after  the  rain,  but  trouting  is 
scarcely  up  to  the  average.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Ranson  and 
Mr.  Hawtrey  Thwaites  (stopping  in  the  Aberoorn  Arms, 
Newtonstewart)  killed  a  couple  of  nice  baskets  of  trout,  51b. 
and  4ilb.  respectively,  fish  running  to  lib. ;  and  on  Tues' 
day,  Mr.  Banson  killed  61b.,  trout j  and  Mr.  Thwaites, 
4Jlb. ;  Willie  Jones  had  6ib. ;  and  Charles  Carlin,  5Jlb., 
brown  trout.  The  fish  are  in  the  pink  of  condition. — ' 
J.  A.  B. 

Quoile  (Co.  Down),  —  The  Quoile  is  in  fair  ply 
for  trouting,  and  a  fair  head  of  white  trout  is  now  up  from 
the  sea.  The  weather,  however,  has  been  adverse  to 
sport,  and  not  much  was  done  since  last  report.  Odd 
salmon  are  showing.— J.  A.  B. 

channon  (Castleconnell), — Rain  has  fallen  pretty 
plentitnlly,  but  it  has  not  produced  any  apparent  effect  on 
the  river,  which  keepa  at  a  nice  height.  On  Prospect, 
Mrs.  Townahend  killed,  5th,  one  salmon,  IGlb.  On  the 
same  water.  Miss  Townshend  killed  one  salmon,  81b.,  on 
5th  ;  and  Col.  Townshend  killed  one  salmon,  20|lb.,  on 
7th.  On  Newgarden,  Col.  Townshend  killed,  May  5,  one 
salmon,  161b.  On  the  Summerhill  fishery,  Mr.  J.  L. 
Ingham  killed,  7tb,  one  salmon,  91b. — John  Enright 
AND  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  ooj  Kerry).— Brown 
trou:  of  a  good  size  are  very  numerous  in  all  the  above 


waters,  but  only  a  few  anglers  have  baen  out  on  these 
strictly  preserved  waters.  Sea  trout  will  ejon  wme  in,  and 
these  fish  generally  give  giod  spjrt  from  July  to  October, 
ihe  upper  lakes  hold  silmon,  ba'y  they  are  never,  at  leist 
for  many  years,  angled  for,  as  they  rarely  rijo  to  flies.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (MnlUngar).— 

We  are  daily  exoeoiinj  the  appjaranca  of  the  Green 
Drake  on  Lough  Eanel,  commoaly  cilled  Bslvedire  Like, 
and  already  tourist  anglers  have  b^en  engi^iig  their 
boatmen  and  fishiog  quarters,  so  thit  I  would  adviie 
those  who  intend  to  coma  to  be  miking  prepirations. 
Prospects  look  good,  and  possibly  the  lakes  will  uphold 
their  old  and  world  -  wide  reputation  this  season. — 
T.  J.  W. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Balllnskelligs.— Sea  fiahinj  is  now  pract'cilly  at  a 
standstill  here  owing  to  unfavourable  weather.  Just  as 
the  weather  broke  good  sport  was  being  had  at  whiting, 
gurnard,  and  pollack.  Weather  getting  favourable  at 
time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Dingle. — Bad  weather  has  caused  sea  fishing  to  be 
practically  abandoned  here  for  the  present.  J  ust  as  the 
bad  weather  set  in  good  sport  was  being  had  at  various  fish 
which  were  numerous  close  to  this  station.  At  time  of 
writing  the  weather  is  once  more  favourable,  bat  fishing 
has  not  been  much  practised,  and  probably  not  many 
anglers  will  go  out  until  the  weather  finally  gets  season- 
able. Pollack,  whiting,  and  gurnard  are  reported  to  be 
very  numerous  around  the  coast. — T.  J.  D. 

Exmouth. — Excellent  sport  is  being  obtained  with 
bass.  Takes  have  run  ud  to  three  dozen,  one  rod  getting 
forty  off  the  pier  in  one  eveniog. — C. 

Plymouth. — Plymouth  Sound  is  commencing  to  look 
very  lively.  About  a  score  of  boats  have  already  taken  up 
their  moorings,  and  the  amateurs  are  out  at  all  tides  after 
the  pollack.  Bass  are  getting  more  plentiful  as  the  warm 
weather  comes  in,  and  some  tine  ones  have  been  taken  in 
the  Hamoaze.  The  usual  pier  fishing  is  attracting  the 
attention  of  a  good  number  of  visitors.  Mackerel  are  still 
being  brought  in  in  numbers,  and  the  drift  boats  landed 
some  tons  last  week.  They  are,  however,  rather  far  out 
for  the  small  boats,  but  the  large  hookers  are  catching  a 
goodly  number. — William  Heardee  (B.S.A.8.). 

Ramsgate  (West  Fier).— Sand-dabs,  eeh,  flounders, 
and  pouticg  are  being  taken  by  rod-fiahers  from  the  pier, 
and  pouting  by  boatmen  and  their  customers  from  the 
pouting-hole  just  off  the  head. — W.  E.  Laker. 

Valentia. — During  the  pajt  week  no  anglers  have 
been  out,  as  the  weather  was  wild  and  the  sea  too  rough, 
even  within  the  harbour.  At  time  of  writing  a  favourable 
change  has  set  in,  and  the  outlook  for  the  next  few  days 
is  good.  All  the  fish  usually  had  at  this  season  are 
numerous  close  inshore,  or,  at  least,  have  been  when 
bad  weather  put  a  stop  to  angling.  It  is  expected  that 
many  angling  visitors  will  come  down  this  summer  for 
sea  angling  here,  where  first-class  accommodation  can  ba 
had  at  the  Valentia  Hotel,  which  is  close  to  the  Valentis 
Harbour  Railway  Station, — T.  J.  D. 


l-epotts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  up  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 

Evening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association,  Ciipplegate  Institute,  Golden- 
lane,  E.G. — The  finance  committee  will  meet  on  Monday 
evening  next.  May  14;h,  at8,  and  the  general  at  8.30. — R. 
Ghurnky. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge, with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  £1  83.  8J.,  Brunswick 
Brothers;  lOs.  6d,,  Grange,  from  their  donation  boxes  ; 
10s.  6d.,  izaak  Walton,  as  annual  subscription. — E. 
Ghdbney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District) 
Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  will  ba  to  the 
Cambridge  Heath  AS.,  Good  Intent,  Mowlam-street, 
Bishop's  -  road,  Cambridge  Heath,  on  Monday  next, 
May  14,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  attendance. — G. 
Manning. 

Albion    Brothers    Angling     Society,  The 

Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney. — Our  quarterly 
meeting  is  on  Wednesday,  May  16.  It  is  very  important 
that  all  members  attend. — H.  Haines. 

AUason  United  Brother*'  Angling  Sosiety, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
The  annual  dinner  took  place  on  May  10,  and  was  a 
success.  All  members  to  attend  on  May  16 ;  special 
business. — Ben. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coaoh  and  Horses,  Porta- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — The  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  is  fixed  for  May  29.  Prize 
donors  will  oblige  by  sending  in  tliair  prizes  at  their 
earliest  convenience.  It  has  been  decided  ta  weigh  fish 
from  punt,  tank,  or  private  fisheries. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothexs'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Clifcon-screet,  Fiosbury. — On  May  S  between 
forty  and  fifty  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  the  forty- 
sixth  anniversary  supper  of  this  old  society,  which  was 
placed  on  the  table  in  a  moat  sump^noua  manner  by  Mr.  W. 
Brakes,  the  host.  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  president  Central 
Association,  occupied  the  chair,  Mr.  F.  Barton  the  vice- 
chair.  After  the  cloth  was  cleared  the  company  enjayed 
some  excellent  singing  and  recitations,  interspersed  with 
a  few  toasts.   During  the  evening  Mr,  Frank  Blender,  of 
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Ihe  Mnsicil  Collenette  Troupe,  delighted  the  company 
with  some  nice  selections  on  a  nnmbar  of  musical  instru- 
ments. We  brought  one  of  the  most  pleasant  festivals  of 
the  society  to  a  close  wif.h  the  Nitional  Anthem  and 
"Auld  Lang  Syne." — G.  Hayses. 

Amicable  Waltoniau  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  ClerbeQwell. — 
The  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  on 
Monday  evening  was  well  attended,  and  a  most  f  ujoyable 
evening  spent ;  and  on  the  roll  being  called  fifteen  clubs 
responded,  for  which  I  thank  brother  anglers  and  friends 
for  their  kind  support.  On  Wednesday,  May  IG,  our 
annual  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place,  and  I  trust 
that  sill  members  will  show  up  on  that  ocoision,  and  shall 
be  pleased  to  see  as  many  of  our  friends  that  can  spare 
time  on  that  evening  to  favour  us  with  their  company. — 
E.  K.  Ejibletox. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— At  meeting  on  May  9,  Mr. 
Cannar  presided.  Members  were  very  pleased  to  receive 
letter  from  president  (Mr.  Thos.  Crumplen),  returning 
thanks  fcr  kind  enquiries  and  good  wishes,  stating  that  he 
was  much  better,  although  still  very  weak  ;  the  prizes 
were  then  distributed  to  members  who  were  successful 
during  the  past  season.  An  appeal  was  received  from  the 
Merry  Anglers  on  bshalf  of  a  member,  and  the  sum  of  10s. 
ordered  to  be  sent — W. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Brandon-street,  Walworth. — Our  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  23.  I  hope  all 
members  will  kindly  forward  on  their  prizes,  so  that  there 
shall  be  no  delay. — A.  A.  0. 

Bftttsrsea  Friendly  Angling  Booletf.  Nag's 
Head,  Wands  worth-road.  8.W. — Members  and  friends  are 
reminded  that  our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  May  15.  The  secretary  will  attend  the 
society  houss  to  receive  from  the  absent-minded  members 
their  prize  money  on  the  evening  of  May  13,  when  he 
hopes  all  prizes  will  be  paid  in.  Mr.  Wade  has  promised 
to  attend  to  open  the  A.B.S,  box.  Mr.  P.  Thornton, 
M.P. ,  has  promised  to  attend.  A  concert  will  follow. 
We  shall  have  plenty  of  talent. — A.  Dejonge. 

Battersea  Fiscatorial  Society.  Lord  Banelagh, 
Verona-street,  Battersea. — Our  distribution  of  prizes  takes 
place  on  Wednesday,  May  16,  at  8  30  p.m.  Any  donors 
not  having  8»nt  in  their  prizes  will  please  do  so  before 
next  week. — T.  Tringham. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-orescent,  Netting  Hill. — We  should  have  a 
good  muster  to  our  dinner  and  concert  on  May  2-1,  as  it  is 
the  Qaeen's  birthday,  and  also  the  day  fixed  by  "  Bobs"  for 
the  relief  of  Maf eking.  May  he  be  a  true  prophet.  Oar 
dinner  commences  at  7  p.m.  (tickets  23.  6d  ),  and  the 
concert  at  9  p  m.,  to  which,  of  course,  the  admission  is 
free.  Anglers  who  wish  to  spend  a  jolly  evening  should 
pay  us  a  visit.  They  will  not  regret  it,  and  if  the  Mafeking 
affiir  does  come  off  they  will  certainly  want  to  go  some- 
where to  sing  that  night. — C.  Chaplais, 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Sonthwark-street,  8.E. — Oar  annual  supper  and  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Mondiy,  May  28,  at 
8  pm.  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  Bermondeey  Brothers,  has 
kindly  promised  to  take  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr. 
Wiles,  CoUingwood  Anglers.  We  anticipate  a  good  gather- 
ing. Should  like  to  receive  all  prizes  offered  at  an  early 
date. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbnrv  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— The  twenty-eighth 
annual  supper  takes  plac^  on  Thursday,  May  24,  on 
which  occasion  the  chair  willbi  occupied  by  Mr.  J.  Busse, 
faced  by  Mr.  R.  Lummes.  Will  members  and  friends 
who  have  promised  prizes  kindly  forivard  same  as  soon  as 
possible  ?  Our  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and 
District  Vi§iting  List  takes  place  on  Monday,  May  28. — ■ 
T.  Paternoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.  —  Members  are 
particularly  requested  to  attend  next  Wednesday,  May  16, 
when  the  rules  will  be  revised,  and  several  very  important 
matters  gone  into.  We  have  made  up  our  prizes,  and  full 
list  of  winners  can  now  be  seen  at  the  club-room. — 0. 

ASHBY. 

Branawick  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow. — We  have 
received  notice  of  a  return  visit  to  the  Cambridge  Heath 
Angling  Society  on  Monday  next.  Will  members  try  and 
make  it  convenient  to  attend  ?  Our  annual  dinner  and 
prize  diatriVjation  takes  place  on  Tueediy.  May  15.  The 
dinner  will  be  served  promptly  at  8  p.m. —  F.  Randall. 

Bnrlington  Anglers,  Burlington,  Westbourne 
Park. — A  well-attended  general  meeting  took  place  on 
May  2.  A  new  member  was  proposed  (Mr.  Henderson). 
It  was  decided  to  hold  the  annual  dinner  on  Thursday, 
May  17,  at  7.30  p.m.  sharp.  We  should  be  pleased  to  see 
any  friends  of  other  clubs.  A  concsrt  will  follow  the 
dinner.  Tickets,  28.  6d.  each,  may  be  obtained  from  the 
treasurer,  Mr.  C.  Revill,  or  of  the  secretary. — J.  W. 

MoKOAN. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brother*  Angling  Sooiety, 

Oood  Intent,  Mowlem-street.  Bishop's-road.  Cambridge 
Heath. — We  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  a  visit  on  No.  1 
Eastern  District  or  any  other  district  on  Monday  next. 
May  11,  when  all  angle's  and  friends  are  cordially  invited. 
Our  hon.  president  lias  consented  to  preside  at  our  annual 
dinner  on  Thursday,  May  17.  Annml  prize  distribution 
a  week  later,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  prizes 
promised.  Mr.  R.  Hubbard,  i  deeply  regret  to  state,  has 
resigned,  and  the  delegate  in  liis  place  is— I*.  Loi  t. 

Camden  Angling  Society.  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Our  annual 
supper  and  distribution  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
June  13.    On  May  21  a  concert  on  behalf  of  the  " /('.G. 


Jingling  ^ixlnxcs. 

May  13.   

St.  Alban's  :  Annual  dinner. 

Sons  of  the  Sea  :  Outing  to  Southend. 
May  14. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Dibdin  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Lincoln  :  Visit. 

Stepney :  Distribution. 
May  15. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Brunswick  Brothers  ;  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Elgin:  A.B.S.  concert. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

Junior  Piscatorials  :  Smoking  concert. 

Merry  Anglers  :  Supper  and  distribution, 

Seymour  Brothers  ;  Annual  supper. 
May  16. 

Amicable  Waltonims :  Distribution. 

Battersea  Piscatorials :  Distribution. 

B  S.A.S. :  Lecture  by  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates. 

Highbury  :  Annual  supper  and  distribution. 

Ormonde  :  Suppsr  and  distribution. 

Stratford  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
May  17. 

Burlington  :  Annual  dinner. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

Wenlock  :.  Distribution  and  annual  general  meeting. 


May  2ft. — Stookwell :  Competition  at  Southend. 

,,  21. — Camden  ;  "  Tobacco  Fund  "  concert. 

,,  21. — Clapham  Junction  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  21. — Manchester  Fisheries  Exhibition. 

,,  21. — Merry  Anglers :  Benefit  concert. 

,,  21. — Seymour  Brothers :  Concert  in  aid  of  Fishing 

Oazette  Tobacco  Fund. 

,,  22. — Firm  and  True  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  22. — Friendship  :  Distribution. 

,,  22.— Gresham  :  Paper  by  Rev.  E.  Meyer. 

,,  22. — Jubilee:  Supper. 

,,  22. — Lincoln  :  Suoper  and  distribution. 

,1  22. — Stockwell :  Distribution. 

,,  23. — Amicable  Brothers :  Distribution. 

,,  23. — Angler's  Ppide  :  Distribution. 

,,  23. — Clapham    Strollers :    Annual    dinner  and 

distribution. 

,,  23. — Harlesden  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  23. — Westminster:  Concert  and  distribution, 

,,  23. — White  Hart :  Distribution  and  concert. 

,,  24. — Blenheim  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  24. — Bloomsbury  Brothers :  Supper. 

,,  24. — Sundial :  Supp3r  and  distribution. 

,,  26. — Clapham    Junction :    Annual    dinner  and 

distribution. 

,,  27. — Second  Surrey  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  27. — Dalston  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  27. — Original  Clerkenwell :  Annual  dinner. 

, ,  27. — Walthamstow  Brothers :  Outing  to  Broxboume. 

,,  28. — Blackfriars  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  28. — Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Visit. 

,,  28. — Canning  Town  :  Distribution. 

,,  28. — Clissold  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  28. — West  London  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  29. — Alma  :  Annual  supper. 

,,  29. — Dalston  :  Distribution. 

,,  29. — Seymour  Brothers  ;  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  29. — Waggoners:  Distribution. 

,,  30. — Izaak  Walton  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  30. — Original  Alexandra  :  Distribution. 

,,  30. — Phoenix :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  31. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Annual  dinner. 

June  13. — Camden  :  Supper  and  distribution, 

,,  13. — Cosy  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

,,  13. — Seymour  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution. 


Tobacco  Fund  "  is  arranged.  Members  are  reminded  that 
we  meet  every  Wednesday. — R.  Marshall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Lord  Napier, 
Victoria  Dock-road,  _  E.  —  We  held  a  special  night  on 
May  28  for  the  distribution  of  prizes.  1  hope  members 
will  bring  their  friends.  All  subscription  cards  for 
challenge  cup  are  to  be  in  by  June  6. — J.  Sands, 

Clftpham  irnnction  /angling  £*aaiesy.  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Our  twenty-sixth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  cn  Monday,  May  21,  at  8  p.m.  sharp. 
Tickets  23.  6d.  each.  Members  please  note  that  business 
is  closed  on  Wednesday  at  10.30. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strolltrs  Angling  Soolecy,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  B.Vf. — Our  fifth  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  will  take  place  at  the  above  on  Wednes- 
day, May  23,  tickets  for  which  are  now  ready.  A  good 
programme  is  being  provided.  Will  members  and  friends 
who  have  promised  prizes  kindly  send  them  in  before  thit 
date,  that  they  may  be  included  with  others  on  that  nigat. 
Another  new  member  was  made  this  week,— F.  Bisnor. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
Iiist. — A  fairly  attended  visit  was  paid  to  the  Amioable 
Waltonians  on  Monday  evening,  Mr.  Npinn  in  the  chair. 
The  following  fourteen  societies  were  represented,  viz., 
Great  Northern,  Lincoln,  Camden,  St.  John's.  Crown  and 
Buokland,  Eustonian,  Amicable  Waltonians,  Bloomsbury, 
North  London,  Mitre,  Prince  of  Wales,  Original  Clerken- 
well, Merry  Anglers,  and  Islington  Brothers.  The  next 
vi«t  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  on 
Monday,  May  2S.— F.  Ca.stki,!,. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — Members  please  note 
that  we  hold  our  distribution  on  the  28th  inst.  Members 
who  rci|nire  tickets  for  supper  will  please  apply  as  soon  as 


possible.  A  B  S.  tickets  should  be  renewed  without 
delay.— T.  Faulkner. 

CoUingwooa  Angling  Society.  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson  -  square,  Blackfriars  -  road,  8.B.  —  Mr.  Deane 
weighed  -  in  first  trout  this  season  (nice  fish).  Mr. 
Gooding,  out  for  the  fourth  time  for  one,  has  not  yet  got 
his  troutship.  Do  not  forget  we  are  arranging  our  A.B.S. 
concert  for  June  12.  Only  made  three  new  members 
since  supper  night ;  now  is  the  time  to  .ioin. — F.  P.  Sorge.  ^ 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate.  S.W. — Our  annual  concert  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednfsday, 
June  13.  I  shall  be  obliged  by  the  return  of  outstanding 
subscription  lists  re  Mr.  G.  Holman,  as  we  wish  to  bring 
it  to  a  close. — J.  White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C. — Our  annual  dinner,  held  at  the 
above  house  last  Tuesday  night,  was  a  great  success,  aS 
also  was  the  concert  that  followed.  The  following  gentle 
men  were  the  prize  winners  of  the  past  season  :  Messrs 
John  Massey,  ten  ;  James  Massey,  eight ;  Cutbush,  five 
J.  Bailey,  three  ;  Curtis,  two ;  and  Harris,  two.  Nearl 
£20  was  given  for  the  seasons  ]  900-1901,  and  several  othe 
prizes.  The  following  gentlemen  contributed  their  talen 
during  the  evening  :  Messrs.  John  Massey,  W.  Hopping 
J.  Barker,  Monckton,  Butler,  Dot,  Tid,  Granville,  Wood 
Montgomery,  and  Cutbush.  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  Thwaites 
of  Covent  Garden  ;  vice,  Mr.  W.  Ive,  of  the  Green  Man 
Bedford-street,  Strand.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  propose 
and  passed  during  the  evening  to  Mr.  John  Massey  for  th 
able  manner  in  which  he  had  worked  and  peraevered  fo 
the  club  during  its  most  trying  times. — W.  Masset. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  May  8  there  was  a  ve 
good  attendance,  when  it  was  decided  that  the  annua 
dinner  should  take  place  at  Hertford  on  May  27.  Fu 
particulars  to  be  obtained  at  the  club-house.  Member 
intending  to  be  present  on  that  occasion  must  let  th 
secretary  know  by  Tuesday,  the  15th,  at  the  lates*'.  I  sha 
he  pleased  to  -receive  prizes  that  were  ptomised. — 
Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — On  May  31  our 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place.— 
W.  Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — The  above  society  held  their  fourteent 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  on  Thursda 
evening.  May  3,  when  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  sa 
down.  Mr.  T.  Gathercole,  the  president,  occupied  th 
chair,  with  Mr.  Hubert  Marter  in  the  vice.  The  compan 
did  justice  to  the  good  things,  which  were  up  to  our 
hostess's  usual  standard — the  best.  Afterwards  a  concert 
was  held,  at  which  the  following  well-known  artistes 
appeared  :  Mr.  Tom  Lynes,  baritone  ;  Mr,  James  EUwood, 
tenor ;  Mr.  Will  Soott,  comic ;  Mr.  Dion  Lane,  comic ; 
and  others.  The  artistes  were  all  in  the  best  of  form,  and 
a  splendid  evening  was  spent.  During  the  evening  the 
prizes  won  during  the  season  were  presented  to  the 
successful  members,  the  following  being  the  principil 
prize  takers  :  Messrs.  Mathews,  Fultcn,  Keepin,  Marter, 
Bruce,  Monck,  Sheppard,  and  Traquair.  Mr.  J.  Long- 
hurst  won  the  hon.  members'  prize,  presented  by  the 
society.  The  secretary  reported  that  the  club  was  in  a 
very  satisfactory  condition,  and  several  new  members 
were  made. — A.  Traquair. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  Notting  Hill,  W. — Since  last  report  Mr. 
A.  Cowen  has  bsen  elected  a  working  member,  and  our 
fish  audit  for  last  season  passed  as  correct.  The  gross 
weight  prize  goes  to  Mr.  Bush.  There  were  only  two 
specimen  fish  weighed-in,  Mr.  Barnfather,  a  dace,  and  Mr, 
H.  Bush,  a  jack.  Oar  A.  B.  concert  for  next  Tuesday 
promises  to  be  a  grand  success.  Mr.  J.  W.  Harris  will 
take  the  chair,  and  Mr,  B.  Abrahams  the  vice-chair ;  any 
clubs  that  have  not  received  a  notice,  will  they  please 
accept  this  as  an  invitation. — G.  King. 

Film  and  True  Ang.ing  Society,  Prince 
Regent,  Beresford-street,  Walworth. — We  hold  our 
annual  dinner  on  May  22.  Mr.  Randal  (Richmond  A.S.) 
in  the  chair.  We  bad  a  good  meeting  on  Thursday  ;  made 
some  new  members. — C.  Rosser. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  society.  Sir  Isaao  Newton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — On  May  8  our 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  plaoa. 
Thirty-four  sat  down  to  an  excellent  spread  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Cleveland-street,  after  which  we  distributed 
the  prizes  in  following  order  :  Messrs,  Ellins,  Verity,  and 
Mitchell.  Mr.  King  won  the  Tuesday  prize.  The  follow- 
ing weighed-in  sppcimen  fish:  Mr.  Coker,  jack;  Mr. 
King,  roach  ;  Mr,  Mitchell,  chub  (all  taking  club  prizes). 
Mr.  Smithson  having  weighed-in  the  least  gross  weight, 
was  presented  with  the  wooden  spoon,  after  which  we  hacl 
harmony  of  a  very  high  order,  contributed  by  Messrs,  C. 
Bourlet,  Will  Styles,  Will  Raymond,  Ernie  Lewis,  Mr. 
Clarke,  Mr.  Murley,  Mr.  Fuller,  Mr.  Arigoni,  Mr. 
Pennell,  Mr.  Blyth,  Mr.  Ellins,  Mr.  Plummerige,  and 
last,  but  not  least,  Mr.  .Harry  Whyman,  with  his  ever 
green  "Rachel"  and  "It's  Gradually  Wearing  Out," 


NOTWiTH.STANiiiNO  the  many  wonderful  ilevelopmonta  of 
scieoco.  no  rival  has  yet  been  found  to  talic  the  place  of  UoUo- 
way's  I'ills  and  Ohiiment  iir  reliable  and  speedy  cures  for  the 
vaiiouB  diseases  with  which  we  are  all  liable  to  bo  afllicted.  The 
(lintiiiont  is  universally  acknowledged  to  bo  a  certain  remedy  lor 
sore  throat,  broiiclsitla,  coughs,  oolila,  glandular  snellinKS,  gout, 
rheumatism,  and  all  skin  diseases,  'the  I'ills  have  justly  earned 
a  woild-wldo  reputation  for  all  female  complaints;  for  infantile 
disorders  they  are  invaluable,  and  Ihoy  are  an  iinfailiDg  remedy 
for  all  disorders  affecting  tlie  liver  and  stomach.  It  would  be 
dilllcult,  incloed,  to  name  a  complaint  for  which  both  the  Pills  and 
Ointment  are  not  beiioUcial.  Thousands  of  people  in  all  parts  of 
the  world  can  testify  to  their  merits.  They  are  suitable  for  any 
climate  or  season  of  the  year. 
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which,  it  is  needleea  to  say.  went  down  V£ry  well.  Mr. 
Mowl,  Mr.  Kirg,  and  Mr.  F.  Boarlet  occupied  the  chair 
daring  the  evening.  We  have  many  prizes  to  go  for 
daring  eeacon.  Will  members  attfnd  so  as  to  allot  the 
same,  so  that  we  can  get  prize  list  printed  bifore  the 
opeuing  ?  We  closed  a  very  ei  j  )yable  evening  with 
•'  God  Save  the  Queen." — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Heaxta  of  Out  Angling  8ouiec> ,  7e  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick -lane,  Bethnal  Greer -road. — On  Monday  last 
(our  supper  night)  our  worthy  hostess  catered  well,  and 
membeiB  were  bighly  pleased.  Allow  me  to  return  my 
sincere  thanks  to  tbe  following  a)  tii;?e.s  for  giving  si  c'ia 
splendid  entertainment:  C.  T.  Russell,  "Jolly  Pals;" 
Ted  Willis,  "Red,  White,  and  Blue,"  etcoie,  "  What  do 
jou  think  of  Iha  Irish  now  ?  "  and  "  Drink  Again  ;  "  Tom 
Davis,  "  I  love  another  love,"  "  Smoke,  Smoke,"  encore, 
"  Nothing  the  matter  ;  "  Tom  Malvern,  "  Hot  time  in  the 
Transvaal,"  encore,  "  Who  cares  for  the  children  ?  "  W. 
J.  J.  Robinson,  "  Halves  in  that,"  encore,  "  My  girl  is  a 
high-born  lady;"  Bert  Hemmin,  "  Only  a  broken  toy," 
encore,  "That's  what  I'll  do  with  mine;"  A.  Jodge, 
"Has  anybody  seen  our  cat?"  Mr.  Gold,  recitation, 
"  Wait  a  Wetk  or  Two  ; "  Mr.  Ford,  "  My  Sweetheart 
when  a  Boy;"  H.  Bagshaw,  "How  can  I  be  poor?" 
encore,  "Just  one  giil ;  "  and  we  finished  at  2.30  after  a 
plecsiDt  evening. — H.  Bagshaw. 

HighbuTy  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Toliington  i'ark,  HoUoway,  N. — A  well-attended 
and  enthusiastic  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday  last, 
when  final  details  were  settled  for  the  annual  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes,  which  promises  to  be  a  most  snc- 
CBEsful  function.  Messrs.  J.  Pratt  and  Son  are  the 
caterers,  which  fact  augurs  well  for  that  department. 
There  are  eleven  silver  medals  awarded  for  the  past  season 
in  addition  to  a  long  list  of  prizes  for  specimen  fish,  and  a 
capital  masical  ]:rogramme  has  been  arranged  by  the 
committee.  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  (the  hon.  treasurer)  was 
congratulated  on  the  capture  of  a  fine  trout  from  the 
Thames,  "lb.  loz.,  list  Sdturday,  which,  needless  to  say, 
has  been  sent  to  the  taxidermist. — E.  Wymer. 

Honnslow  and  Xslewortli  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prinoe  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — On  May  9  nine- 
teen members  were  present,  Mr.  Wyse-Foster  in  the 
chair.  One  member  was  elected,  and  two  others  nomi- 
nated for  election.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  barbel  com- 
petition for  specimen  fieh  in  the  Thames  on  June  17  and 
18;  three  prizes.  A  cricket  match  has  been  arranged 
between  the  H.I  P.S.  and  Kew,  at  Kew,  on  June  30. — 
J.  M.  Beougham. 

Hoxton  SxotberB  Anglinff  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Eingsland-rcad,  Shoreditch,  E.— On  May  8,  general 
meeting  night,  some  importtn';  bnsiness  was  transacted. 
A  sociil  gathering  of  members  and  friends  will  take  place 
on  May  15,  when  the  prizes  will  be  distributed.  We 
extend  a  cordial  welt  one  to  any  angler  who  may  be  in  the 
locality  to  give  us  a  call.    Ladies  invited. — Johnny. 

Islingtcn  Brothers  Asgl.ng  Societ/,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Caconbury-rcad. — We  have  a  brake  outicg  in  June, 
the  place  to  be  settled  next  Tuesday  night.  Would  those 
members  who  were  absent  on  May  8  iicdly  attend  on 
Tuesday  next,  as  there  is  some  very  important  business  to 
transsc:  ?— J.  H.  Hebbert. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Scciety,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — The 
aonual  general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
May  23,  ard  the  distribution  of  annual  and  special  prizes 
will  take  p'ase  cn  Wednesday,  May  30  ;  to  celebrate  the 
latter  event,  it  has  been  arranged  to  have  a  supper. — 
H.  B. 

Iiincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N. — Wednesday  nfxt  will  be 
general  clearing  night  for  season,  and  I  hope  members  will 
do  their  best  to  clear  up  on  that  night.  Our  return  visit 
on  the  Central  List  takes  place  on  Monday,  May  14,  when 
we  hope  to  have  a  good  muster.  Clubs  not  having 
rpceived  notice  please  accept  this,  and  oblige. — W. 
Watling. 

Uerry  Angleis  Fiscatoxial  Society,  The  Sun, 
Great  Sntton-Btreet,  Goswell-road. — The  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  of  the  above  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  May  15.  The  benefit  concert  for  A.  Catanach 
will  take  place  on  May  21,  when  I  hope  to  have  the  sup- 
port of  brother  anglers. — G.  Merey. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Ogknder  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— On  Thursday  last  we  held 
cnr  first  annual  dinner,  which  was  a  great  success.  Covers 
were  laid  for  forty-five.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr. 
C.  Dunlop,  and  vice-chair  by  Mr.  T.  Mviller.  Amongst 
those  present  were  Mr.  C.  L.  Wright  (president),  Mr. 
Beauchamp,  Mr.  A.  Saunders,  Mr.  E.  Ascott,  Mr.  8. 
Thatcher,  Mr.  F.  Cockerell,  Mr.  Vowles,  sen.,  Mr. 
Vowles,  jan.,  and  several  other  well-known  gentlemen; 
also  several  members  of  the  Oglander  Homing  Society  and 
the  \'ictoria  Cycling  Club,  both  of  whom  hold  their 
meetings  at  the  above  hotel.  After  dinner  the  distribution 
of  prizes  was  proceeded  with,  followed  by  a  musical  pro- 
gramme under  the  directorship  of  Mr.  Charles  Garnett. 
Mr.  H.  Miiiler  presided  at  the  piano.  The  prizes  were 
tak-'n  by  Messrs.  G.  F.  Cutts,  J.  Moyler,  W.  Moyler, 
G.  E.  Barnham,  W.  E.  Nayler,  E.  Dyball,  and  A.  J. 
Bannister.  The  secretary  was  presented  by  the  members 
with  a  beautiful  marble  timepiece  in  recognition  of  his 
services  during  the  past  reason.  The  toasts  daring 
the  evening  were  "  The  Queen  and  Royal  Family," 
by  the  cbairnan,  Mr.  C.  Dunlop,  who,  in  a  few  well 
chosen  words,  spoke  of  the  glory  of  Her  Majasty's  reign, 
and  which  was  received  with  acclamation  ;  "  The  Army, 
Navy,  and  Auxiliary  Forces  "  by  Mr.  T.  Miiiler  (vice- 
president),  who,  on  rising,  said :  Mr.  Chairman  arid 
gentlemen,  I  feel  greatly  honoured  to  be  calUd  upon  this 
Bospicious  occasion  to  propose  this  toast.  At  the  prfsent 
time,  as  you  all  know,  every  man,  woman,  and  child  is 
watching  the  great  struggle  which  your  Empire  is  engaged 


in.  It  does  not  require  me  to  speak  of  the  glory  of  being 
an  Englishman,  or  a  son  of  yoar  glorious  Empire.  I  only 
hope  that  this  lamrntable  war  will  soon  be  over,  and  that 
England  will  emergx  from  this  struggle  greater  and  more 
glorious  than  ever,  which  is,  I  believe,  the  hope  of  every- 
one here  to-night.  With  these  few  words,  gentlemen,  1 
propose  the  "  Army,  Navy,  anl  Auxiliary  Forces."  The 
toait  was  received  with  enthusiasm,  ai  d  repponded  to  in  a 
few  well-chosen  remarks  by  Mr.  T.  J.  Wood.  Other  toas*e 
were  :  "  The  Oglander  Piscatorial  Society  "  by  the  secre- 
tary, respcnse  by  Mr.  H.  Manning  (treasurer)  ;  "The 
Aitistes,"  by  Mr.  8.  H.  Ourney,  response  by  Mr.  C. 
Garnet.  The  following  artiste.'^  appeared  during  the 
evening:  Mr.  W.  Cartwright(0.P.8.),  Mr.  Sid  Moorcroft, 
Mr.  G.  Cartwright  (O.P.8.),  Mr.  Steve  Moorcroft,  Mr.  II. 
Holland,  Mr.  Arthur  Williams,  Mr.  G.  Swayne,  Mr. 
S.  H.  Qurney  (O.P.S.).  A  large  number  of  pr'zss  were 
promised  for  the  coming  season.  A  general  meeting  will 
be  held  on  Tuesday  next.  May  1.''),  for  re-election  of 
officers  — E.  Dyhall. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society.  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green  — The  new 
rules  were  gone  through  and  read  the  second  time,  and 
will  be  read  out  for  the  third  time  on  Wednesday  next,  after 
which  they  will  become  final.  Hope  every  member  will 
att(  nd  and  confirm  them.  We  have  decided  to  have  an 
A.B.S.  concert  on  Monday,  June  18,  Chairman,  Mr.  B. 
Williams ;  vice,  Mr.  W.  Musgrave,  sen.  Will  prize  donors 
please  send  their  prizes  before  May  30  ?— G.  Bares. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  The  Rose,  Saville-place, 
Lambeth-road,  S.E. — Our  annual  supper  and  distribution 
of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  16,  supper  to 
be  on  table  at  8.30  sharp.  A  concert  will  follow,  and  we 
have  every  reason  to  expect  to  pass  a  pleasant  evening,  as 
several  talented  gentlemen  have  promised  to  attend.  I 
shall  be  obliged  if  the  few  remaining  priz?  donors  who 
have  not  yet  forwarded  their  prizes  will  kindly  do  so  as 
early  as  oossible. — .1.  Mann. 

St.  John's  Wood  Piscatorial  Society. —  Our 
concert  (the  last  one  of  the  season)  was  a  big  success.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Harris,  assisted  by  Mr.  Frank  and 
others.  During  the  evening  the  following  ladies  and 
gentlemen  gave  some  excellent  songs  and  solos  :  Mrs.  Reed, 
Messrs.  Edwards,  Wade,  G.  Bourn,  Hill,  Grant,  Mac, 
Russell,  Allen,  Brooker,  G.  Grafton,  C.  T'reheine;  Mr. 
Tappin,  solo  euphonium;  Mr.  Horaca  Smith,  piano  solo  ; 
and  banjo  solo  by  Mr.  Frank's  friend,  to  whom  our 
heartiest  thanks  are  due.  During  the  evening  the  hat  was 
passed  round  for  the  Daily  Telegraph  Widows'  and 
Orphans'  Fand,  with  the  result  that  253.  was  collected. — 
H.  B. 

Seymonr  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  and 
O.oeen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — Our  annual 
supper  takps  place  on  May  15. — W.  Aldis. 

Sons  of  the  Sea  Anglers,  Duke  of  Sussex  Hotel, 
Uxbridge-streef,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  Bayswater,  W. — The 
annual  outing  takes  place  on  May  13  at  Southend  pier. 
We  leave  Kensington  High-street  District  Station  at 
8  a.m.  All  competitors  please  note.  Hon.  sec.  has 
steelyards  to  weigh  the  fish.  Prizes  paid  out  same 
evening. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Stepney  Asgling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney. — Oar  distribution  of  ptizea  will  take  place 
next  Monday,  May  14.  We  made  three  new  members. 
Our  late  brother,  Wm.  Smith,  was  buried  last  Monday  ; 
the  club  sent  a  handsome  wreath. — W.  Beattie. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— Our  dinrer  and  distri- 
bution of  prizes  will  take  place  on  May  16.  Our  president, 
Mr.  H.  Dawkins,  will  preside.  Dinner  for  7.30  sharp, 
when  I  hope  all  members  and  friends  will  be  there  to  time. 
We  have  a  concert  afterwards,  when  all  brother  anglers 
are  invited.  I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  donors  of  prizes 
will  forward  on  same  as  soon  as  pofsible. — G.  A.  Payne. 

Snnd'al  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King's- 
street.  Hammersmith  — Members  are  requested  to  attend 
next  meeting,  to  make  final  arrangements  for  annual 
supper,  elect  sub-committee  for  deciding  prize  winners ; 
also  members  are  requested  to  give  names  in  for  supper. 
— C.  E.  Lock. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— We  hope  that  mem- 
b^irs  wishing  to  compete  in  the  outing  to  Broxbourne  on 
27th  inst.  will  attend,  and  make  themselves  financial,  as 
there  are  ten  good  prizes  to  be  given  for  the  above  event. 
Club  members  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  our 
president's  wife.  As  this  lamtn  table  event  occurred 
between  the  time  of  our  meetings,  a  few  members 
graciously  contributed  towards  a  wreath,  which  was  given 
as  a  mark  of  respect.  The  club  was  represented  at  the 
interment,  a  few  members  attending.  Also  we  regret  to 
announce  the  very  serious  illness  of  our  old  scalesman,  Mr. 
Goddard.  He  would  be  very  pleased  if  any  member  will 
give  him  a  call. — W.  Callcut. 

Wellington  Any  ling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — We  had  a  very  good 
muster  at  our  meeting  on  May  8,  when  we  got  through  a 
fair  amount  of  business.  We  ho'd  a  general  meeting  on 
May  15,  when  we  have  some  new  members  for  election, 
and  also  to  arrange  for  oar  distribution  of  prizes,  and  tbe 
election  of  c  fficers  for  the  coming  season.  Members  will 
oblige  by  their  early  attendance. — C.  Willett. 

Wenicck  Angling  S  oiety,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— Our  prize  dittribution  and  annual  general 
meeting  will  take  place  on  the  17th.  Will  members  please 
forward  their  prizes  as  early  as  possible  to  facilitate  the 
club  busintes?  Secretaries  of  clubs  who  have  received 
books  of  tickets  re  W.  Sullivan  and  not  settled  for  same  will 
obl  ge  by  sending  their  leiurns  at  once,  as  I  wish  to  bring 
the  matter  to  a  close. — H.  Heir. 

West  Bam  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  supper  was  a 
good  success,  as  forty  sat  down  to  it,  and  the  concert  after 


was  good.  I  wish  to  remind  our  members  that  it  is  our 
monthly  meeting  on  Wednesday  next.  May  16,  Hop's  to 
have  a  good  attendance,  to  arrange  for  first  match  of  the 
season. — li  Lovvtkkii. 

West  Kensisgton  Park  Angling  Society, 
The  Red  Cow,  liamraerBraith-road,  W. — Oar  weekly 
meeting  took  place  on  Tu<-fdiy  last,  when  the  usual 
business  was  transacted.  There  being  a  good  muster 
present,  it  was  decided  that  we  should  fii  d  fresh  qoarterg, 
and  that  we  should  remove  tbe  society  to  more  spacious 
premises.  I  am  pleased  to  s^y  w-^  have  found  them  in  the 
Hammersmith-road,  at  the  R>-d  Cow,  where  1  believe  we 
shall  be  v(  ry  comfortable,  there  being  every  convenience 
for  the  society — Hon.  Skc. 

West  London  Angling  Clnb,  Dart-uouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Our  annual  dinner  has  been  postponed  to 
June  28.  Will  Mr.  Street  kindly  send  hU  cbange  of 
address,  as  the  committee  have  awarded  a  pri/,e  of  lOs.  6d., 
and  I  shall  be  pleased  to  forward  particalara  of  same  ? 

— J.  J.  HU.\TER, 

Westminster    Ani;ling     Society,  Telegraph. 

Regency-street,  8.W. — We  hold  our  annual  concert  and 
distribution  of  prizes  on  Wednesday,  May  2''),  when  we 
shall  be  glad  to  see  old  friends  or  new  faces. — The  Mole, 
Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead, — The  annual  dinner 
of  the  above  society  was  held  on  May  3,  when  about  fifty 
sat  down  to  an  excellently  served  dinner,  carried  out  by 
Till,  of  Lewisham.  The  chair  was  takea  by  Mr.  W. 
Chambers,  supported  by  Mr.  W.  E,  Matthews,  After 
the  cloth  had  been  remove!  an  excellent  concert  and 
distribution  of  prizes  took  place.  Amongst  the  many 
fortunate  ones  were  Messrs.  Howcrofc,  Northam,  Cress- 
well,  Hicks,' Jeffs,  Sharp,  Potter,  Wensley,  and  Bird. 
After  the  report  of  the  secretary,  the  chaii  man  dietributed 
the  prizes,  and,  in  a  telling  speech,  said  he  hoped  the  two 
associations  would  soon  see  their  way  clear  of  rec  ommend- 
ing to  the  other  clubs  the  advisability  of  increasing  their 
standard  the  same  as  the  W. B.,  which  are  2in.  income 
cases  over  Thames  size.  The  toast  "  Visitors  and 
Friends"  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  of  Greenlees 
Brothers,  of  Claymore  fame.  The  musical  arrangements 
were  admirably  carried  out  by  our  old  friends  Joe  Howes 
and  W.  Everrett.  "Host  and  Hostess  "  was  proposed 
with  musical  honours,  and  ably  responded  to.  The  secre- 
tary reported  an  excellent  prize  list  for  the  coming  season. 
"  Au!d  Lang  Sjne"  ended  one  of  the  most  enjoyable 
evenings  ever  spent. — J.  Wensley. 


War  rklics  from  Kimberley  are  now  to  be  seen  at  the 
Westminster  Aquaiiam,  and  a  very  interesting  lot  they 
are.  You  can  realise  the  danger  to  which  the  besieged 
were  exposed  by  handling  a  piece  of  the  Boer  1061b.  shell, 
and  the  many  other  shells  which  fell  in  the  town.  Next 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  the  Bull  Dog  Club 
will  hold  their  twenty-seventh  annual  show  of  the  national 
dog  and  will  on  this  occasion  include  toy  bull  dogs  in  their 
exhibits. 


WINDSOR  AND  ETON  ANGLING 
PRESERVATION  ASSOCIATION. 
(Extract  prom  Report.) 
"  Your  committee,  in  presenting  this,  their  twenty-first 
annual  report,  have  much  pleasure  in  again  congratulating 
you  on  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  society.  The 
subscriptions  and  donations  for  tfce  year  were  over  £2  in 
excess  of  1898.  The  amount  contributed  with  the  balance 
in  hand  of  over  £20,  left  the  goodly  sum  of  over  £40  at  their 
disposal.  For  many  years  they  have  been  endeavouring  to 
obtiain  coarse  fish  at  a  reasonable  rat«,  and  this  year  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  do  so.  Over  £32  has  been  expended, 
the  actual  numbers  of  fish  turned  into  the  river  being 
10,000  roach  and  perch,  and  502  jack.  The  fish  were  a  most 
satisfactory  lot,  both  as  regards  size  and  condition.  Many 
of  the  roach  went  IJlb.  In  addition  to  the  above  our 
worthy  chairman,  Mr.  A.  Brown,  has,  at  his  own  cost, 
furnished  these  waters  with  2700  roach,  150  dace,  72  jack, 
and  850  perch.  This  outlay,  with  the  purchase  of  a  net 
and  other  necessary  expenses,  has,  as  the  balance-sheet 
shows,  left  the  association  with  a  deficit  of  £3  tis  3d.,  and 
your  committee  hopefully  appeal  to  London  and  other 
anglers  fishing  in  this  neighbourhood  to  generously 
assist  them  in  placing  the  balance  on  the  right  side. 
After  the  recent  flood  the  usual  ponds  and  ditches  were 
netted,  and  about  300  small  roach  returned  to  the  river. 
Our  experience  shows  that,  as  in  former  years,  when  the 
water  receded  the  fish  went  with  it.  We  must  again  thank 
those  gentlemen  who  so  kindly  gave  permission  to  net 
their  waters  to  the  subscribers  to  our  funds,  to  our  vice- 
chairman  for  the  great  assistance  he  has  given,  and  above 
all  to  our  chairman  for  his  continued  hospitality,  and  for 
his  gift  to  the  river  as  stated  above," 


WALTON   AND    COTTON  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

We  held  our  dietribation  of  prizes  taken  during  the 
season  1899-00  at  the  Crown  and  Woolpack,  St.  John 
Street-road,  on  May  9,  and  supper.  Mr.  H,  P,  Isaac  in 
the  cbair,  Mr.  John  Crowley  in  tbe  vice-chair. 

The  chairman  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
stating  he  could  not  attend  through  ill-health,  and  the 
secretary  was  instructed  to  reply  expressing  the  deep 
regret  of  a'l  present,  coupled  with  a  wish  for  that  gentle- 
man's sppedy  and  oimplete  recovery. 

The  chairman  distributed  the  prizes  during  the  evening, 
the  winners  beinsr :  Mr.  Crowley,  largest  jack,  second 
gross  weight  of  all  epacies ;  Mr.  Cuddon,  first  gross  weight 
of  all  species,  second  jack,  and  four  other  prizes ;  Mr, 
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Davis  Hilton,  first  and  Eeoond  roac'i,  and  three  other 
Drizes ;  Mr.  Svmonds,  largest  barbel  and  second  largest 
bartel;  Mr.  Hcdgkinson,  largest  perch  and  three  other 
prizes;  Mr.  Clark,  largest  bieim  and  three  other  prizes  ; 
Mr.  Winter,  largest  chub  and  three  other  prizes ;  Mr.  H. 
Moore,  third  jick. 

The  compmy  were  treated  to  some  very  excellent  music 
and  Einging  by  :  Mr.  W.  James  Clay,  solo  on  the  clario- 
net ;  Meeers.  W.  and  H.  Macdonald,  mandoline  and 
gu'tar;  Messrs.  Bateman,  Dawson,  Bulger,  Davis, 
Hilton,  ard  other  gentlemen. 

A  very  snbstanMal  amount  was  promised  towaidj  next 
season's  prize  list  by  members  and  visitors  ;  and  after  the 
usual  tcaets  bad  been  proposed  and  responded  to,  the 
meeting  broie  up,  its  success  auguring  well  for  the 
ccntinncd  prosperity  of  our  ancient  society. 

J.  CrDDON. 


Mr.  J.  M.  Bbougham,  hon.  tec.  of  the  Honnslow  and 
Ifleworth  Piscatorial  Society,  has  been  "ont"  _(«o*  in 
Father  Thames)  trying  for  gudgeon  for  trout  bait  He 
captured  ore  which  weighed  yjoz.,  and  measured  7fin.  in 
lergth  !  By  the  way,  at  their  rectnt  annual  dinner  Mr. 
Brougham  was  presented  by  the  members  and  friends  of 
the  club  with  a  fine  portrait  of  himself. 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

The  twenty-first  annual  report  of  the  Windsor  and  Eton 
ArgliBg  Preservation  Asscciation,  just  issued,  shows  that 
during  the  past  year  10,000  roach  and  perch  and  500  jack 
have  been  turned  into  the  Thame 8  by  the  assooiation  for 
restockine  purposes.  The  chairman  of  the  association, 
(Mr.  A.  W.  Brown),  at  his  own  cost,  has  also  supplied  the 
local  waters  with  between  3000  and  40C0  roach,  dace,  jack, 
and  pel ch.  The  Queen  heads  the  list  of  subsciiptiong  to 
the  aESOciation'a  funds  with  a  donation  of  £5. 


Me.  H.  Mills,  of  Pentonville-road,  King's  Cross, 
writes  :  "  We  have  bad  a  very  fine  specimen  of  the  royal 
sturgeon  weighing  5251b.  on  view  in  our  shop.  It  was 
caught  in  the  North  Sea  by  the  steam  trawler  Jubilee,  and 
compares  favourably  with  any  of  the  sturgeons  ■which  have 
been  larded  in  this  country.  A  portion  of  this  fish  was 
sent  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  from  whom  we  received 
the  warmest  thanks." 


Mr.  Charles  Husset  writes  :  "  Dear  '  Drag,' — So 
many  of  your  readers  and  oth(ra  write  to  me  to  inquire 
if  I  can  tell  them  of  a  good  hotel  or  boarding-house  in 
Southend,  that  now  the  season  is  commencing  I  should 
like,  to  save  coirespcndence.  to  mention  Beaumont, 
Hamlet  Court-road,  WestclifE.  It  has  been  recently 
taken  over  by  Mis.  Coltman  (whom,  I  believe,  you 
know),  and  there  is  a  very  natural  but  very  marked 
improvement  all  round.  I  called  there  some  little  time 
ago  to  visit  a  mutual  friend,  and  found  the  appoint- 
ments, and  what  is  even  more  important  when  jou 
have  a  Southend  appetite  to  deal  with,  the  cuisine  most 
excellent.  The  house  is  in  the  very  best  part  of  the 
town,  close  to  Westcliff  Station,  and  anyone  who  is  con- 
templating a  visit,  short  or  long,  to  '  Sunny  Southend,' 
rannot  do  better  than  v^rite  to  Mrs.  Coltman  for  the 
Beaumont  tariff."  [Yes,  Charles,  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  knowing  Mrs.  Coltman,  and  gladly  endorse  your 
recommendation. 

 >»♦•»<  

"  Southend  is  just  now  at  its  best  (goes  on  C.  H.),  the 
weather  has  been  magnificent,  the  pier  trams  have  started, 
the  pavilion  will  open  on  Saturday,  and  the  Empire 
Theatre,  as  usual,  is  going  very  strong.  I  do  not  think  I 
ever  laughed  more  in  my  life  than  at  the  piece  which  is 
being  played  this  week,  '  Skipped  by  the  Light  of  the 
Moon,'  it  is  intensely  funny  and  entirely  free  from 
vulgarity.  Why  do  you  and  Mrs.  Drag,  not  spend  a  week- 
end lere  and  find  rtat  and  recreation  after  'the  little 
green-covered  cne  '  is  safely  '  to  bed  ?' "  [Good  idea;  I 
think  I  will. 


J,  AND  I  am  sure  all  my  readers  who  know  Southend 
wDl  sympathise  deeply  with  Councillor  and  Mrs.  Marlow, 
of  the  Empire  Theatre,  in  the  great  loss  they  lave 
sustained  by  the  death  of  their  second  eon  George,  a 
tmart  and  promising  lad  of  fourteen. 

An  illustration  re  the  Sunday  fishing  question  appears 
in  the  Ycrkslare  Weekly  T'ost,  and  this  is  the  inscription  : 
"  Parson  (to  young  Baok-BIider  caught  in  the  act) ;  Tut, 
tut  Do  you  know  where  little  boys  go  to  who  play 
truant  from  Sunday  School  to  go  fishing  on  the  Sabbath  ? 
Young  Back-Slider :  Yen,  sir ;  please,  sir,  round  the 
back  of  Spiinger's  plantation,  where  you  can't  see  'em 
for  trees ! 

 >♦♦•»<  

Ei'EAKi.No  at  the  Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society's 
dinner,  Mr.  Ilamcn  1e  Strange  seemed  to  call  in  question 
the  btneBt  accruing  from  the  ever-growing  use  of  the 
rivers  and  broads  of  Norfolk  by  the  "  outside  holiday- 
tnal'ere  <-f  England."  It  ia  probable  that  from  one  point 
of  view  the  yearly  invasion  is  not  an  unmixed  blessing. 
But,  f  n  the  other  hand,  it  is  pleasant  to  Hi>e  how  Norfolk, 
mainly  throuRh  the  "  discovery  "  of  our  inland  waters,  bae 
come  to  tho  front  as  a  place  of  snmmer  resort.  Villages 
have  flf  vel'.ped  into  towns,  trade  has  flourished  to  a 
rPDiBikablo  degree,  buildii  g  operations  havo  been  almost 
inrespHrit,  or  d  promise  to  be  so  for  many  years,  and  a  thou- 
sand Norfolk  labourers  have  money  in  their  pockets  where 
once  there  was  next  to  nothing  except  holes.  With  regard 
to  the  fishing,  I  think  the  nutive  does  more  of  it  than  the 
fitntnger.   A  few  expert!  come  down  and  whip  the  waters. 


and  then  go  away  and  write  to  the  papers  complaining  that 
there  is  neither  whale,  sturgeon,  nor  salmon  to  be  had 
between  Aole  Bridge  and  Wroxham  Broad,  and  that  the 
whole  affair  has  been  exaggerated  to  the  verge  of  lying. 
But  those  who  really  find  pleasure  in  the  sport  the  Yare 
and  Bure  Preservation  Society  secures  for  them  are  the 
working  classes  of  Norwich,  who  count  nothing  more 
exhilarating  than  a  day  out  with  the  rod,  and  who  actually 
take  the  fish  they  catch  home  fcr  supper  ! 


The  current  number  of  the  Christian  Olohe  (May  10) 
is  more  than  usually  interesting.  In  addition  to  a 
splendid  portrait  and  biographical  sketch  of  Lord  Roberta 
there  is  presented  gratis  a  well  printed,  well  designed,  and 
very  appropriate  plate  entitled  "  Sunshine  and  Shadow." 
This  picture  is  well  worth  framing.  Mr.  W.  E.  Manning 
has  written  the  descriptive  verses,  one  of  which  is  here 
quoted : 

"  A  little  child  sat  at  his  mother's  feet. 

With  his  guns  and  soldiers  at  play, 
And  she  listened  to  infant  prattle  sweet, 

As  he  marshalled  his  toy  array. 
Her  thoughts  were  with  one  who  was  absent  now — 

She  was  conjuring  again  the  scene 
When  he  went  with  a  smile  on  his  martial  brow 

To  serve  lis  country  and  queen." 


The  Bohemian  concert  at  the  Holborn  Town  Hall  on 
Wednesday  evening,  May  9,  was  the  best  ever  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  "Ariel  Vocal  Quartette" 
(Messrs.  Cribb,  Langton,  Ward,  and  Haddon).  There 
was  a  splendid  attendance,  and  the  chair  was  occupied 
at  various  intervals  by  Messrs.  W.  H.  Cook,  W.  B.  Inder, 
and  A.  W.  Letts.  There  were  sixty  items  on  the  pro- 
gramme, but  as  the  artists  were  nearly  all  vociferously 
encored,  only  half  were  able  to  sing.  A  great  many 
anglers  were  amongst  the  audience,  and  all  enjoyed  a  very 
pleasant  evening. 


OUR  F.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  49  (New  Series). 


Me.  Foster  Smith. 

One  of  the  most  popular  men  in  the  Bath  Anglers' 
Association  is  Mr.  Foster  Smith.  An  ardent  fisherman, 
no  weather  stops  him  from  pursuing  his  favourite  sport. 
Pike  fishing  is  his  great  delight,  and  a  fine  stufCed  speci- 
men in  his  possession  which  weighed  (when  in  the  flesh) 
over  191b.  attests  to  his  skill  with  Esox  lucius.  Mr.  Smith 
has  been  a  fisherman  nearly  all  his  life,  and  being  well  on 
the  right  side  of  middle  age,  hopes  to  enjoy  many  years 
more  of  his  pet  hobby.  He  has  no  professional  or  business 
cares  to  tie  him  down,  has  fished  in  many  English  rivers, 
notably  the  Stour,  the  Somerset  Avon,  the  upper  Thames, 
and  also  in  the  Norfolk  Broads,  while  he  is  keen  on  sea 
fishing,  having  wetted  lines  at  Torquay,  Fishguard,  the 
Scilly  Islands,  and  other  well-known  resorts  of  the  sea 
angler.  _  His  genial  bonhomie  and  kindly  and  affable 
disposition  (ndear  him  to  his  many  friends,  by  whom  he  is 
greatly  esteemed.  Always  a  patron  of  angling,  he  has 
this  year  presented  a  fine  silver  reel  to  the  Bath  Anglers' 
Association  aa  a  prize  for  the  largest  pike  taken  in  the 
Somersetshire  Avon  during  the  forthcoming  season.  To 
his  handiwork  and  indefatigable  eiertions  must  be  placed 
the  successful  result  of  the  recent  local  appeal  in  con- 
nection with  the  "  F.  O.  Tobacco  Fund  for  our  Wounded 
Soldiers,"  as  Mr.  Foster  Smith  and  his  littlo  black  bcok 
were  responsible  for  quite  £8  out  of  the  ^810  collected 
aid  sent  up  from  Bath.  Mr.  Smith  ia  also  a  popular 
member  of  that  ultra-exclusive  body,  the  Bath  and  County 
Club. 


An  exhibition  at  Karl's  Court  has  come  to  be  regarded 
as  an  indie;  ensable  c  incomitaiit  of  the  summer  season 
in  town,  and,  with  the  <  p'  ning  by  the  Lady  Mayoress  of 
the  sixth  diepliiy  provided  there  in  successive  jears  by  the 
company  of  which  Mr.  Iiftre  Kiralfy  is  directi)r-general, 
residents  in  the  Metropolis  and  visitors  from  the  provinces 
are  assured  for  another  season  of  a  pleasant  resort, 
which  _  may  thousands  of  them  have  learned  to 
appreciate,  where  they  can  dine  and  lounge  in  the  open 


air,  hear  well-played  music,  witness  a  number  of 
varied  and  interesting  shows,  and  participate  in 
pleasures  that  will  not  fail  to  attract  large  numbers  on 
every  day  when  London  is  favoured  with  fine  weather. 
After  the  many  exhibitions  which  have  taken  place  it  is 
fitting  that  at  a  Woman's  Exhibition,  as  it  is  styled  this 
year,  the  staff  should  be,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  of  the 
fair  sex,  and  accordingly  the  bandstands  are  occupied  by 
lady  performers  wearing  becoming  adaptations  of  military 
nniforms,  and  gatekeepers,  waitresses,  stall  attendants, 
and  programme  sellers,  all  are  women  and  girls,  the 
services  of  men  being  retained  only  for  such  arduous  tasks 
as  the  management  of  the  Great  Wheel  and  the  regulation 
of  the  water  chutes. 

 >  »  »♦<  

Me.  Stevenson,  of  Billingsgate  Market,  was  summoned 
at  the  instance  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  for  havin 
on  the  21st  ult.  exposed  an  unclean  trout  for  sale.  Mr 
C.  0.  Humphreys  prosecuted,  and  said  the  fish  in  questio 
weighed  about  81b.    After  it  was  seized  it  was  cut  open 
and  found  to  be  full  of  ulcers.   Defendant :  I  ooul 
not   tell  what  was  inside.    Fish-meter   Groves  sai 
he  had   never   seen  a  trout  in  a  worse  condition; 
but   Roberts,  another   meter,  stated  that   from  ita 
exterior   appearance    he   should    have   judged   it  to 
be  in  a  good  condition,  and  would  not  have  seized  it. 
The  Lord  Mayor  remarked  that  he  was  compelled  t~ 
convict  because  he  thought  Mr.  Stevenson  was  technicall 
guilty.    He  considered  that  with  his  great  experience  he 
ought  to  have  been  able  to  see  that  the  fish  was  unclean. 
He  looked  upon  it,  however,  as  a  very  minor  case  indeed, 
calling  only  for  a  nominal  penalty.   He  imposed  a  fine  of 
5s, ,  and  28.  costs. 


Wind  on  the  Sea, 
The  loneliness  of  the  sea  is  in  my  heart, 
And  the  wind  is  not  more  lonely  than  this  gray  mind. 
I  have  thought  far  thoughts,  I  have  loved,  I  have  love 
and  I  find 

Love  gone,  thought  weary,  and  I,  also,  left  behind. 

The  loneliness  of  my  heart  is  in  the  sea. 
And  my  heart  is  not  more  lonely  than  this  gray  win 
Who  shall  stay  the  fleet  of  the  sea  or  bind 
The  wings  of  the  wind  ?    Only  the  feet  of  mankind 
Grow  old  in  the  place  of  their  sorrow,  and  bitter  is  the 
heart 

That  may  not  wander  as  the  viini  or  return  as  the  sea. 

— Abthue  Symons  in  the  Saturday  Review. 


The  weather,  the  rain,  the  want  of  rain ;  sport — and 
the  absence  of  it— and  many  other  things  are  agitating 
the  minds  of  the  angling  fraternity  just  now.  But  this  is 
a  bit  of  good  news:  "Dear  sir,  it  may  interest  you  to 
know  that  last  Wednesday  (May  9)  I  captured  a  fine  pike 
of  6|lb.  It  gave  splendid  sport,  and  was  in  the  pink  of 
coridition  !  I  lost  another  of  fully  61b.,  and  you  may 
imagine  that  my  language  was  more  forcible  than  polite.' 
Very  likely,  Mr.  — .  I  was  present  on  one  occasion 
(not  in  Maj)  when  a  celebrated  argler  lost  a  pike  of  fully 
301b.,  and  the  language  he  used— well,  it  has  not  yet  been 
set  to  music. 


Sea  anglers  should  not  miss  Wednesday  evening, 
May  16,  at  the  Rainbow — "  Bates  on  Baits." 

>  *  >  *  <  

"  Refereing  to  the  extermination  of  fish,"  says  the 
American  Fertilizer,  "  and  comparing  such  with  that  of 
the  buffalo  and  whale,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  really 
no  such  comparison  can  be  made.  The  buffalo,  the  whale 
and  the  seal  belong  to  the  family  of  of  mammals, 
which  reproduce  itself,  like  the  cow,  once  a  year,  while 
the  fecundity  of  fish  is  beyond  comprehension.  Accord- 
ing to  Col.  McDonald,  the  menhaden,  although  not  much 
larger  than  the  herring,  is  said  to  have  five  times  as  mnny 
eggs.  '  The  herring  has  about  35,000,  and  a  menhaden 
taken  in  NarraRansett  Bay,  on  November  1,  18"9,  con- 
tained at  least  150,000  eggs.'  To  compare  the  extinction 
of  fish  with  the  extinction  of  the  buffalo  is  like  comparing 
the  sun  to  the  tallow  candle.  Where  there  is  one  buffalo 
or  one  deer  born  and  which  can  be  located,  there  are 
millions  upon  millions  of  fish  hatched  each  year,  whioh 
inhabit  the  unfathomable  waters  that  comprise  three- 
fourths  of  the  globe." 

 >»♦♦<  

The  following  "  Tale  of  a  Trout "  is  quoted  from  Scrope 
in  the  Surrey  Advertiser :  A  Mr.  John  Crerar  says: — 
"  The  Tay  trout  is  a  large  and  yellow  fish,  with  a  great 
mouth,  and  feeds  chiefly  on  salmon  spawn,  mice  and 
frogs."  (Good  old  Tay  trout !).  "  A  curious  circumstance 

once  happened  to  me  at  Lock,    One  of  my  sons  threw 

a  live  mouse  into  it,  when  a  large  trout  took  the  mouse 
down  immediately.  The  hoy  told  me  what  had  happened, 
BO  I  took  my  fishing-rod,  and  at  the  very  first  throw 
hooked  a  large  trout,  landed  it,  and  laid  it  on  the  walk ; 
in  two  seconds  the  mouse  ran  out  of  its  mouth,  and  got  into 
a  hole  in  the  wall  before  I  could  oitoh  it."  (Good  old 
mouse 

)  »  t  «  ( 

Telkobam:  "Dragnet,"  Fish  Shop,  London. — "Can 
a  cat  have  chickens  ?  Wire  reply  to  settle  a  bet. — Truth- 
ful Tommy."  Reply:  "Certainly  not;  look  up  your 
Natural  History. — '  Drag.'  "  Next  morning  a  post-card  : 
"  Wrong  again.  Do  you  remember  the  sitting  of  eggn  jon 
sent  from  Cambridgeshire  ?  Our  old  PI j mouth  Rock 
hatched  out  ten  beautiful  chickens  from  them.  Oar 
neighbour's  cat  has  had  'em.  See  ?  But,  N.B.,  I  had 
tlie  cat !  "  If  you  want  ony  information,  "  T.  T.,"  about 
fish,  serd  here,  but  if  you  want  to  learn  about  poultry  and 
"  sioh  "  you  must  apply  to  some  other  person  than 

Deaonkt. 
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28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Gfilse,  and  Ti*out  Rods. 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogdan  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


AVIO  SLATER 

Newark-on-Trent. 


BDILT  CASE  SALMON  and 
TROUT  RODS, 

iWith  and  without  Steel  Centres  ;  one 
quality  only,  "  the  best  "  ;  equal  to  any 
make  in  the  world.  These  rods  are 
entirely  manufactured  on  our  own 
premises  by  the  most  skilled  workmen, 
and  we  will  guarantee  these  rods  for  five 
years. 


ANGLERS!  ANGLERS!! 

THOMAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CROWN   STREET,  COCKERMOUTH. 
Is  NOW  Showins  a  Splendid 

SELECTION  of  NEW  FISHING  REQUISITES. 

Lake  and  Trout  Rods  all  prices.  Well  balanced 
Greenheart  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Bods,  with 
Cork  Handles,  from  30s.  to  GOs.  each.  Salmon 
and  Tront  Gut  of  the  best  quality.  Finest 
undrawn  Gut,  21Jin.,  Ts.  6d.  per  hank,  cannot  be 
equalled.  Rf  els  in  every  variety.  Lines  in  cotton, 
flax,  and  silk.  Flies  to  suit  all  waters,  on  gut  or 
eyed  hooks. 

Agent  for  S,  Allcock  and  Co.'s  Celebrated  Fish- 
ing Tackle.  Sole  agent  in  North  of  England  and 
South  Scotland  for  Manchester  Cotton  Twine 
Spinning  Company's  Waterproof  Lines,  &c. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  information  for  the  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


TRY  OUR 

GREENHEART  FLY  ROD, 

Two  tops,  best  quality  and  finish.  From 
10  6  to  25;-. 


THAMES  TROUT  SPINNING  RODS. 

i  Selected  Greenheart,  two  tops,  special 
action  and  highly  finished,  price  20/-. 

The  Salmon  and  Trout  Reel  of  the  future. 

SLATER'S  NEW  ALUMINIUM  ALLOY. 
Made  in  the  following  sizes,  2\m.,  2|in., 
3in.,  S^in.,  4in.,  4iin.,  and  Sin.  Samples 
sent  on  approval. 


I  have  a  special  selection  of  3  yard  best 
tapered  undrawn  TROUT  CASTS, 
beautifully  fine  and  extra  quality.  Price 
9  -  per  dozen. 


Undrawn  GUT,  very  fine,  16in.  long,  for 
making  up  Casts.   Price  4/-  per  hank. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 


A  CHABUXNa  GIFT  BOOZ. 

6b.  net,  claret  roan,  gilt,  Illnstrated. 

London  in  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  E.  0.  OOSK  and  E.  T.  OOOK,  M.A. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"Sir  Henry  Ptyiisonby  i»  commancled 
,  by  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
for  a  copy  of  hie  Handbook. 
\    "Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
*  lOT."— British  Weekly.  "  Far  superior 
ordinary  guides."— XoTwJon  Daili;  Chronicle. 


"A  BRILLIANT  WOK:'-The  Times 
Every  Tisltor  to  Landon  should  nse 

LONDON 

and   1'®Cook?Sla*  24Maps&PlanB 
ENVIRONS.      60  Illustrations 
Most  emphatically  tops  them  t.\\."—DailyOraph 
Llangollen— Dablinotoh  ft  Co. 
London— SiMPKiN,  Mabsball  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Railway  Bookstall  and  all  Booksellers. 


SECOND  EDITION 
ENLARGED,  5b. 

By  B.  C.  Cook  & 
E.T.  Cook,  M.A. 


Anglers  wisliin^  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Pishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Obserrer  4  Chronicle  for  Bants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advts.,  25  words  for  li.  prepaid. 
Addreii  :  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth, 

Anfflers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

Vor  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

BHOULD  ADVEBTI8K  IN 

THE  ALFRETOM  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL 

Chargei  very  UoderaU. 
Addreas:  King  Street  Alfreton, 


Visitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton,  Eastbourne 
Hastings,  Bath,  Wells,  Western-super- Mare,  Mai 
vem,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llandrindod  Wells 
Bhyl,  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Bay,  Bettwsycoed,  Llan- 
gollen, Bala,  Dolgelly,  Barmouth,  Aberystwyth, 
Criccieth,  Pwllheli,  Wye  Valley,  Severn  Valley, 
Channel  Islands,  and  Isle  of  Wight,  should  use 
Darlington's  Handbooks,  Is.  each.  List  Post  Free 
Darlington  &  Co.,  Llangollen. 

London :  SIMPKIN,  MARSHALL  &  00.,  Ltd 

FHOTOOBAFHS.— Beautiful  Photographs 

of  Scenery,  Ruins,  &c.,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey 
Palestine,  and  Egypt ;  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  Is.  6a. 
and  2s.   Complete  List  Post  Free. 

DARLINGTON  &  CO.,  LLANGOLLEN. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  h  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADYEBTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  Advts.,  18  aords,Gd. ;  30  tcordt,  U.,  prepaid. 
Address  :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Gam,  Ouse,  &o. 

SHOULD  ADVBRTI8B  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge 


BENETFINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz.,  A  SPECIALIH. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOATING  FLIES  in  Stock. 

"Tied  by  Holland." 

PINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS. 

3yds.,  4d.,  6d.,  8d.,  &  9d.;  with  Drawn  Points,  1/-  each,  10/-  per  doz. 

All  Sizes  of  "HERCULES"  CASTS  kept  in  Stocls. 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted  -  -  from  2/5 
The  NEW  THAMES  PUNT  ROD,  10ft.,  Balanced  Butt, 

Snake  Rings,  Universal  Fittings  ...  -  -  „  5  6 
HICKORY  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING    -      -      5  -,  7/-,  10  12/6 

TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish  from  7/- 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS  y. 

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  14ft.,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft. 

Lar^e  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description,  from  Sci.  each. 
The  LADIES'  BROOK  ROD  (Greenheart),  weight  7^oz. 

GUINEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9ift.,  10ft., 

lOift.,  lift.,  and  12ft.,  Snake  Rings  and  Cork  Grasp  - 
Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  - 
Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Butt,  3  Tops 
Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Tops  - 


5/6 
9/6 

25/- 


21/- 
21/- 
2t/- 
21/- 


Mention  "  Fishing 


Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.G. 


Now  Ready,  price  2s.  net  (2s.  2d.  post  free). 

The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 

Cabinet  of  Devices, 

OR 

HOW  TO  TIE  WET  AND  DRY  FLIES  FOR 
TROUT  AND  GRAYLING  FISHING. 

BY  THE  LATE 

HI.  a-.  nv^cci_.Eii_ii_.^^D 

("  Athenian  "  of  the  Fishing  Gazette). 

•"Witlx  ESiglxty  Illia-Stratioixs. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON,  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane.  E.C. 


F.  W.  DALE. 

Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST., 


66 


99 


Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  Dry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittings,  and  finish  is 

best  value  made. 

Greenheart,  1  guinea ;  Built-eane,  4  guineas. 

All  lengths  from  9^ft.  to  lift. 

FLIES  FOR  FLOATING,  WET  WORK,  YORKSHIRE.  WALES,  AND  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY, 

Is.  6d.  per  dozen. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  Feaxk  Ward  presided  over  Monday's  gathering  at 
the  Holborn,  wlien  the  all-important  matter  of  prize  com- 
petitions waa  finally  settled.  The  committee  having 
reconsidered  the  plan  they  at  first  suggested,  referred  the 
question  again  to  the  members  in  ordinary  meeting 
assembled,  with  the  result  that  the  following  scheme  was 
unanimously  agreed  to.  That  medals  shall  be  awarded 
for  the  undermentioned  fish  exhibited  on  Monday  evenings 
daring  1900  in  accordance  with  the  weighing-in  regulations 
of  the  society.  In  the  case,  however,  of  fish  caught  prior 
to,  or  on,  a  Monday,  when  there  is  no  meeting  of  the 
society,  the  fish  must  be  weighed  in  the  presence  of  a 
member.  The  exhibition  need  not  ba  at  the  next  meeting, 
but  must  be  made  at  a  meeting  before  the  end  of  the  year, 
the  competitions  to  close  on  December  31  next.  The 
following  classes  were  arranged  for  :  Best  Thames  trout — 
best  trout  taken  with  artificial  fly  from  private  water, 
ditto  from  public  water ;  best  pike  taken  from  private 
water,  ditto  from  public  water ;  best  barbel  taken  from 
private  water,  ditto  from  public  water  ;  best  bream  taken 
from  private  water ;  ditto  from  public  water ;  best  ehub 
taken  from  private  water,  ditto  from  public  water  ;  beat 
roach  taken  from  private  water,  ditto  from  public 
water;  best  perch  taken  from  private  water,  ditto 
from  public  water  ;  best  grayling  taken  from 
private  water,  ditto  from  public  water ;  best  dace 
taken  from  private  water,  ditto  from  public  water ; 
and  the  best  carp  taken  from  private  water,  ditto  from 
public  water.  By  "  public  water"  is  meant  any  water 
open  to  the  public  to  fish  by  payment.  The  chairman 
(Mr.  Frank  Ward)  announced  his  intention  of  offering  a 
five  guinea  challenge  cup  for  the  heaviest  weight  of  dace 
caught  with  the  artificial  fly  (limited  to  a  dozen  fish)  on  a 
Saturday,  Sunday,  or  Monday,  and  exhibited  at  a  Monday 
meeting,  from  public  or  private  water.  In  the  case,  how- 
ever, of  there  being  no  meeting  on  a  Monday,  by  reason  of 
that  day  being  a  bank  holiday,  the  verification  of  a 
member  will  be  accepted.  The  cup  must  be  three  times 
won  before  it  becomes  the  property  of  a  member.  Mr. 
Ward  was  waimly  thanked  for  his  kindness  in  offering  the 
cup.  With  regard  to  angling  experiences,  mitters  had 
been  quiet  during  the  week.  Several  of  the  rainbow  trout 
put  into  the  Kennet  had  been  caught  and  returned. 
Captain  Hayward  Pinch  had  a  nice  trout  from  Uxbridge, 
and  several  members  had  fish  (chiefly  small)  from  the 
Lamboume.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  lost  a  heavy  fish  on  the 
Colne  on  Saturday ;  and  Dr.  Patterson  had  a  similar 
result  with  a  big  Lambourne  trout,  which  broke  away 
when  the  doctor  fondly  imagined  it  was  his  own.  At  the 
forthcoming  Loch  Leven  competition,  to  be  held  on 
June  13,  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  will  represent  the  society. 

M.  G.  E.  DE  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETT. 
At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  members,  held  at  Ye 
Olde  Rainbow  Tavern,  15,  Fleet-street,  E.G.,  on  Wednes- 
day, May  9  (Mr.  F.  Clay  in  the  chair),  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed,  Mr. 
Tucker  reported  that  the  flounders  were  coming  in  at 
Leigh-on-Sea,  but  were  not  in  very  good  condition  yet. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Graham  reported  by  letter  that  they  were  also 
coming  in  at  Scnthend,  and  again  repeated  his  offer  of  the 
use  of  hia  boat  to  members.  Mr.  Bates  showed  a  multi- 
plying winch  which  waa  much  admired,  and  also  handed 
a  cutting  of  a  further  report  on  the  Sea  Fisheries  Bill. 
Other  members  reported  having  followed  the  example  set 
last  week  and  wrote  their  Member  of  Parliament,  and  had 
received  favourable  replies.  The  hon.  sec.  reminded 
members  that  Mr,  T.  B.  Bates  would  give  his  demonstra- 
tions on  the  manufacture  of  sea  fishing  tackle  on  Wednes- 
day next.  May  16,  at  8  p.m. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETT. 
At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  this  society,  held  on  Tuesday 
laat^  Mr.  C.  K.  Turpin  occupied  the  chair.  Several  matters 
of  mterest  to  the  society  were  dealt  with,  and  a  very 
interesting  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  J.  Martin  Dickins, 
who  very  kindly  presented  a  number  of  copies  of  a  song 
written  and  arranged  by  himself,  entitled  "  Scotch,"  for 
distribution  amongst  the  members  present.  With  reference 
to  the  remarks  made  in  last  week's  report  to  the  effect 
that  a  member  of  the  society  had  fished  the  new  water  at 
Ohesham  on  the  2'lth  ult.  whilst  the  negotiations  for 
acquiriog  it  were  pending,  Ithis  statement  was  made 
quite  under  a  misapprehension,  and  there  is  no  evidence  to 
show  that  any  member  of  the  society  fished  the  stretch  of 
water  in  question  on  that  date.  One  gentleman  was 
nominated  for  election.  The  reports  from  Chesham  were 
again  most  satisfactory.  Mr.  Chasteney  had  three  trout, 
one  of  which  he  returned.  Mr.  Jamea  Tayler,  a  brace  with 
the  i^lder.  Mr.  P.  R.  Ohlson  hooked,  but  unfortunately 
lost,  a  nice  fish.  Mr.  Eldred  took  three  fish, 
but  only  retained  one.  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  one 
trout  of  I3in. ,  and  another  of  lOin.  which  was  returned  ; 
Mr.  Tonng,  one  and  a  half  brace,  retained  one  brace.  On 
walking  along  the  river  Mr.  Young  saw  a  number  cf  large 
fiiih  in  the  stream.  Mr.  Gray,  on  Saturday  last,  took  one 
trout  of  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Coonellan,  one  brace  of  undersized 
onea,  both  fish  measuring  ICin.,  and  were  therefore 
returned.  This  cencludes  the  report  of  fishing  on  our 
own  waters,  and  the  returns  must  be  considered  very 
gratifying.  Mr.  Reeves  captured  a  brace  or  two  of  trout ; 
and  Mr.  Hicks  and  Mr.  Oonnellan,  fishing  together  on  the 
Thames  for  trout,  fish  which  they  have  marked  down,  I 
understand,  only  captured  some  chub  and  dace.  They  yet 
hope  to  ^et  a  Thames  trout  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Gibson  paid 
Deal  a  visit,  and  had  a  day's  sea  fishing,  about  a  score  of 
nice  daba  resulting.    He  also  had  a  couple  of  days  at 


Hertford,  and  captured  a  brace  of  small  trout  each  day. 
The  society's  water  at  Kelvedon  is  not  being  neglected. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Clarke  had  a  day's  eel  fishing  there  lately,  and 
took  a  couple  of  dozen,  but  the  size  was  not  reported. 
The  next  item  of  interest  is  the  Rev.  B.  Meyer's  paper  on 
the  22nd  inst.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  a  very 
busy  meeting.    Hon,  Sec. 


THAMES    RESTOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 

An  important  meeting  of  the  Thames  Restocking  Asso- 
ciation has  just  been  held  at  Carr's  Restaurant,  Strand, 
Mr.  Cecil  Hewlett,  of  Windsor,  presiding,  Mr.  G.  Read 
Clarke  in  the  vice-chair.  The  chairman,  in  opening  the 
proceedings,  read  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  F.  Little- 
wood,  hon.  treasurer  of  the  T.R.A. :  "  Dear  Sir, — I  am 
afraid  I  shall  be  unable  to  be  with  you  to-night.  I  there- 
fore beg  to  inform  you  that  the  balance  in  my  hands 
amounts  to  £46  7s.  3d.  Subscriptions  are  considerably 
overdue,  but  on  account  of  the  illness  of  Mr.  Hankins  no 
notices  have  been  sent  out  to  members.  Notwithstanding 
this  letter,  I  shall  endeavour  to  attend  before  the  meeting 
closes,  but  if  unable,  I  think  the  figures  will  be  approved 
of  by  Mr.  Hankins  or  Mr.  Amphlett." 

Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke  thought  that  the  letter  was  most 
satisfactory,  and  that  with  £46  odd  in  hand  the  association 
had  a  good  future  before  it.  If  they  could  only  put  into 
the  river  a  number  of  fish  which  would  be  conducive  to 
fresh-water  fishermen,  the  society's  advantage  would  be 
accepted  by  all  anglers.  He  thought  that  if  they  were 
responded  to  by  fresh-water  anglers  nothing  would  meet 
with  greater  success  than  that  institution. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  said  that  he  much  regretted  the 
severe  illness  which  had  prevented  their  hon.  sec,  Mr. 
H.  G.  Hankins,  from  arranging  any  meetings  of  the 
association  for  a  considerable  time.  Mr.  Hankins  was  now 
nearly  well,  but  he  would  have  to  relinquish  the  secretary- 
ship. Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  their  president,  also  vdshed  to 
resign,  because  he  lived  too  far  away  to  attend  their 
meetings  regularly.  He  (Mr.  Amphlett)  much  regretted 
this  decision  of  their  president,  for  he  had  done  much  to 
help  forward  the  work  of  the  association.  Especially 
might  this  be  said  in  regard  to  the  Thames  Hatchery 
Scheme.  The  amount  which  it  was  thought  would  be 
neceaeary  to  carry  out  the  scheme  had  not  been  realised, 
and  therefore  it  would  have  to  drop.  The  London  angling 
clubs  had  all  been  sent  circulars  in  reference  to  the 
matter,  and  very  few  had  taken  the  trouble  to  reply.  This 
must  be  taken  to  indicate  that  the  London  angler  was  not 
very  sweet  upon  having  a  hatchery  upon  the  Thames. 
It  was  most  difficult  to  get  London  anglers  to  attend  their 
meetings.  They  would  subscribe  to  the  funds,  bat  left  it 
to  others  to  spend  the  money.  Fortunately  those  persons 
could  be  trusted,  and  not  a  single  halfpenny  of  the  money 
subscribed  was  wasted.  There  were  no  expenses  in  connec- 
tion with  the  association.  All  persons  worked  gratuit- 
ously, and  members  from  Kingston,  Windsor,  and  Henley 
spent  their  time  and  money  in  travelling  np  to  join  in  the 
discussions.  In  fact,  more  members  came  to  their  meet- 
ings from  distant  parts  than  those  who  resided  in  London. 
It  had,  therefore,  been  suggested  that  the  meetings  should 
again  be  held  in  Kingston.  He  suggested  that  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  association  be  called  on  a  convenient  date 
before  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  season,  and  that 
London  anglers  be  invited  to  attend. 

Mr.  Cecil  Howlett  said  although  they  had  been  placed 
in  an  unfortunate  position  owing  to  the  secretary  being  iU, 
at  the  annual  meeting  some  gentleman  would  no  doubt  be 
found  wiUing  to  undertake  the  secretaryship.  There  was 
still  a  vast  amount  of  good  work  that  could  be  done  even 
without  a  hatchery.  But  he  did  not  think  that  the 
present  time  was  appropriate  to  place  fish  in  the  river. 
Coarse  fish  were  now  heavy  in  spawn,  and  they  would 
probably  lose  half  of  those  fish  in  removing  them. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  annual  meeting  should  be  held 
at  Carr'a  Restaurant  on  May  31,  at  eight  o'clock,  and 
that  all  anglers  should  be  invited  to  attend. 

On  the  proposition  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  F.  H. 
Amphlett  was  requested  to  act  as  hon.  sec  pro  tern. 


RICHMOND  ANGLING  CLUB. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  Richmond  Angling  Club  took 
place  at  the  Sun  Inn,  Richmond,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
May  2,  Councillor  Morgan  presiding  over  a  representative 
gathering  of  the  members.  Those  present  included 
Messrs.  Gaynor  (secretary),  W.  J.  Cook,  Randall,  W. 
Clarke,  Smith,  Skinner,  Matthews,  H.  Davis,  Veale, 
J.  Warder,  Rosser  (Firm  and  True  Ajiglers'  Society),  and 
Pierrepoint. 

An  excellent  repast  was  placed  upon  the  tables  by  Mrs. 
Davis,  and  full  justice  was  done  to  the  good  things  provided. 
At  the  close  of  the  dinner  the  chairman  gave  the  toast  cf 
"  The  Queen,"  in  doing  which  he  referred  to  the  war, 
which,  he  said,  would  have  the  effect  of  binding  all  parts 
of  the  Empire  more  firmly  together.  Much  good,  he 
thought,  would  also  result  from  the  visit  of  Her  Majesty 
to  Ireland.    The  toast  was  drunk  with  great  heartiness. 

The  chairman  next  proposed  the  toast  of  the  "  Richmond 
Angling  Club,"  remarking  that  we  who  had  the  Thames 
in  our  midst  should  not  be  making  the  best  of  our 
opportunities  unless  we  took  advantage  of  the  sport  that 
the  river  afforded.  Judging  by  the  prizes  which  he  saw 
before  him  he  should  say  that  the  members  of  the  club 
took  full  advantage  of  the  opportunities  afforded  them  by 
the  river  in  the  way  of  fishing.  He  was  always  pleased  to 
come  among  them,  and  he  coupled  with  the  toast  the 
■ames  of  Mr.  Randall  and  Mr.  Gaynor. 

Mr.  Randall,  in  replying,  said  that  the  club  did  not  aim 
at  big  things  ;  they  preferred  to  go  along  in  a  small  way. 
Some  neighbouring  clubs  had  a  larger  membership,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  did  not  pay  snch  a  lar^e  subscrip- 
tion and  bad  not  such  great  privileges.    Their  club  was 


not  a  "  pot  "-hunting  club.  Without  boasting,  he  thoogbt 
that  he  could  say  that  the  Richmond  Angliog  Club  was  a 
credit  to  the  place.  The  season  had  been  a  bad  one,  from 
a  fishing  point  of  view,  but  this  complaint  was  universal. 

Mr.  Gaynor  said  that  the  members  had  a  great  ambition, 
which  was  to  get  a  specimen  fishing  ground.  They  had 
got  this  water,  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  they  would 
get  good  fishing  there.  As  for  the  prizes,  they  had  been 
keenly  contested  for. 

During  the  evening  songs,  &c.,  were  given  by  Messrs. 
Stacey,  Clarke,  E.  Williams,  Fisher,  and  Maater  Rosser. 
Mr.  Curtis  acted  as  accompanist. 


HOUNSLOW  AND  ISLEWORTH 
PISCATORIAL  SOCIETT. 
This  newly-formed  society  held  its  first  annual 
on  May  2  at  the  Prince  Regent  Hotel,  Hounslow. 
chair  waa  taken  by  the  president.  Dr.  G.  A.  S.  Qordon, 
and  Mr.  T.  J.  S.  Wyse-Poster  was  in  the  vice-chair.  Tht 
gathering  was  a  most  pleasant  and  successful  one,  over 
eighty  being  present.  The  club  room  was  prettily 
decorated,  and  some  fine  specimens  of  stuffed  fish  oaoght 
by  various  members  adorned  the  walls.  The  chairman  in 
a  neat  speech  proposed  the  usual  loyal  toast,  which  waa 
followed  by  that  of  "  The  Army,  &c.,"  by  the  vice- 
chairman.  Mr.  Hicks  proposed  the  toast  of  the  evening, 
"  Success  to  the  H.I.P.S."  In  doing  so,  the  speaker  said 
he  could  testify,  as  vice-chairman  of  the  committee,  that 
the  promoters  deserved  well  of  the  members  for  the  my 
in  which  they  had  started  the  society,  and  for  the  great 
energy  with  which  they  were  following  np  their  initial 
success.  He  would  couple  the  toaat  with  the  name  of 
their  secretary,  Mr.  J.  M.  Brougham.  They  all  knew  how 
their  worthy  secretary's  uncle,  the  late  lamented  Mr. 
W,  H.  Brougham,  devoted  some  forty  years  of  his  life 
to  the  best  interest  of  Thames  angling,  and  their  own 
secretary  was  evidently  bent  on  following  in  the  footatajia 
of  his  lamented  relative.  After  Mr.  Brougham  had 
suitably  responded,  stating,  among  other  facts,  that  priiea 
would  be  given  only  for  specimen  fish,  and  that  eight 
competitions  for  the  ensuing  season  had  alreaidy 
been  arranged,  several  gentlemen  in  the  room  offena 
prizes  for  specimen  fish,  seven  guineas  and  four  halt 
gnineaa  being  quickly  promised.  The  chairman  proposed 
"  The  visitors,"  and  Mr.  Mumford  replied.  Dr.  Gordon 
then  announced  that  he  had  a  pleasing  duty  to  perform, 
and  a  few  of  the  members  of  the  society  had  decided  to 
present  Mr.  J.  M.  Brougham  with  a  very  handsomely 
framed  carbon  enlargement  of  himself  as  a  mark  of  their 
appreciation  of  what  he  had  already  done  for  the  society. 
Mr.  Brougham  suitably  replied.  _  The  remaining  toasts 
were  "  The  Press,"  "  The  vice-chairman,"  and  the  "  Host 
and  hostess."  An  attractive  musical  programme  waa 
arranged,  the  singers  being  (amongst  others)  Measn. 
Otley,  Mumford,  Greer,  John  Morgan,  Clem.  Tester,  Joe 
Ivor,  John  Ramsay,  Brougham,  J.  Taylor,  &c. 


^ofes  from  l^c  ^orf§. 


That  was  a  very  fine  fish  landed  on  the  Little  Clarig 
Fool  of  the  Shin,  Sutherland,  by  Mrs.  Farrar,  and  soalioc 
391b.  This  is  the  top  weight  for  the  season  anvwhere,  and 
the  exciting  struggle  the  expert  lady  angler  had  was  amply 
rewarded  by  such  a  rare  prize.  Had  she  broken  with  snoh 
a  monster  no  one  would  have  credited  the  weight,  which 
then  would  have  been  mere  guess  work. 

As  the  rivers  mn  off  the  old  snow  water  sport  revives, 
but  there  is  lots  of  snow  tenaciously  sticking,  even  in  the 
corries  and  glena  of  the  near  hilla,  which  guarantees 
plenty  of  salmon  and  trout  angling  throughout  the 
summer.  Those  who  are  thinking  of  a  cast  in  June  and 
July  should  keep  well  up  into  any  likely  bit  of  head  water 
placed  at  their  disposal.  The  sport  there  will  be 
magnificent.  ____ 

Sir  William  and  Lady  Brooks  have  returned  from  the 
south  to  Glentana.  Sir  William  has  spent  the  winter  at 
Barlow  Hall  instead  of  the  south  of  France  as  formerly. 
Sir  William  is  a  liberal  patron  to  all  anglers  coming  hia 
way.  He  does  not  fish  now,  except  an  occasional  oatt, 
but  nothing  delights  him  more  than  to  see  others  enjoying 
the  sport,  unless  it  be  to  teach  a  lady  angler  to  oast,  and 
then  he  is  in  his  element,  especially  if  she  be  lucky  enough 
to  get  a  hold.  ____ 

The  Glentana  water  is  divided  into  two  sections— the 
Dianec  waters  and  the  reserved  home  waters.  Strangely 
enough,  all  the  spoit  haa  been  on  the  home  pools  tbie 
spring,  as  many  as  seventeen  fish  being  got  in  one  day, 
while  the  Dinnet  waters  have  fared  badly. 


The  baskets  of  trout  being  got  on  the  Don  bring  to  mind 
the  days  of  long  ago  when  the  river  was  in  its  pristine 
glory.  Twenty-seven  pounds  was  the  top  weight  of  the 
beat  basket  made  last  week  near  thel  Kemnay  section— the 
heaviest  fish  scaling  5Jlb.  On  the  next  day,  however,  the 
same  angler  was  almost  blank,  so  precarious  is  the 
weather.  ___ 

Mr.  Andrew  Murray,  advocite,  Aberdeen,  had  a  good 
day  up  Don  on  Saturday  considering  the  variable  oharac^r 
of  the  weather.  His  best  fish  waa  a  yellow  boy  of  3^1b., 
and  he  broke  with  several  others  of  the  aame  weight, 
although  using  the  freshest  and  best  of  tackle. 


Mr.  Wm.  Ingram  and  party  have  been  finnock  slaying 
on  the  Ugie  during  the  vast  two  weeks.    Tbey  have  alao 
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ore«led  five  salm'^n,  and  a  large  number  of  sea  tront. 
Several  Oraden  Bay  Hotel  anglere  have  alao  been  over. 


The  Kinneskin  water  on  the  Dee — a  good  salmon  reach 
with  one  maanificent  salmon  and  grilan  holding  pool  and 
several  other  casts  can  be  had  for  £3  or  £3  lOi  a  week 
Mr  Berry,  Burnett  Arms,  Banchory,  has  the  letting,  and 
gnch  a  chance  in  a  season  like  the  present  rarely  comes 
into  the  market. 


The  Dnke  of  York  is  not  to  fish  the  Dee  this  spring. 
Had  the  prospect's  been  more  folly  assured  he  might  hive 
hid  a  three  weeks,  prior  to  Her  Majesty's  spring  visit,  but 
his  other  engigementa  now  prerlade  that  possibilitv  from 
being  realised.  The  conrt  officials  will  have  all  the 
Qaeen's  water  to  themselves. 


The  marriage  of  Lord  Kilmarnock,  eldest  son  of  the 
Earl  of  Errol,  Slaines  Castle,  Aberdeenshire,  and  Miss 
Mackenzie,  the  only  daughter  of  Sir  Allin  and  Lady 
Mackenzie,  comes  off  on  the  22nd,  at  St.  Paul's,  Knights- 
bridge.  Ballater  and  the  surrounding  district  of  upper 
Deeside  is  to  be  en  fete  for  the  occa<ion,  and  on  the 
.  estates  of  both  families  there  is  to  be  great  rejoicing. 

^  '*  Pai+an  "  creels,  i.e.,  traps  for  live  crabs,  are  now  part 
*  of  the  reck  angler's  regu'ar  on'fit  round  about  Aberdeen. 
The  trap  is  set  with  any  kird  of  fish  refuse  at  low  tide  one 
day,  in  a  creek  or  hole  am  )ng  the  rock"  frequented  by 
the  ornrtacean,  and  examined  the  next.  With  a  strand  of 
wool  to  bin!  on  the  sift  pirt  of  the  crab  to  the  hook,  no 
better  lure  can  be  had  for  cod  or  saithe,  and  top  baskets 
are  now  being  made  daily. 

The  hon.  James  O.  Forben,  of  Corsa,  died  last  week. 
He  was  of  a  quiet  retiring  disposition,  a  keen  angler,  and 
an  excellent  chnt  in  his  yoanger  days.  He  was  more 
associated  with  Donside  than  Deeside. 


In  my  "Notes"  last  week  I  taid  that  "Sir  John 
Shelley  had  taken  Clany  Castle  for  the  pnlmon  fishing  and 
ihooting  season."  This  is  incorrect,  as  Sir  John  Shelley 
only  made  the  arrangements  for  Mrs  Benyon,  of  18, 
Orosvenor-square,  London,  who  will  take  p'->sses8inn  of  the 
Castle.  Special  Scotch. 


Iptovindal  Botea 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  and  District 
United  Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  headquirterg 
on  Thufsday  evenirg  May  3,  last.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided, 
and  Mr.  H.  W.  Millt-r  occupied  the  vioe-chair.  The 
meeting  was  well  attended.  The  minnteB  of  the  previous 
meedng  held  on  April  5  were  read  and  adopted,  after 
which  the  notice  of  motion  standing  in  the  name  of  Mr.  H, 
Tacker  was  discussed.  The  obj>%ct  of  the  motion  was  to 
prevent  members  of  old  societies  joining  new  societies  for 
the  term  of  two  years  after  their  acceptance  into  the 
association.  It  was  pointed  out  by  several  of  the 
supporters  of  the  motion  that  many  of  th»  new  clubs 
lately  admitted  into  the  association  had  been  formed  by 
members  of  several  established  societies  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  new  clubs,  and  as  soon  as  the  clubs  were 
accepted  into  the  association  t"he86  certain  members 
make  some  excuse,  and  leave  their  old  societies 
and  join  the  new  ones.  Under  the  o  roamst^nces  the 
committee  were  of  the  opinion  that  they  were  accepting 
and  admitting  new  clubs,  and  jet  the  number  of  members 
paid  np  to  the  association  did  not  increase  accordingly. 
Toe  motion  was  passed  by  the  committee,  and  will  now  be 
placed  before  the  delegates  at  the  next  general  meeting. 
Messrs  Eabone  and  Bagley  gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit 
to  the  Anglers'  Pride  Society,  who  made  an  application  to 
rsmove  from  the  Royal  Oak  Inn,  Barr-street,  to  the 
White  Lion,  Smith-street,  Hockley.  The  report  went  to 
show  that  they  had  1  jst  a  large  number  of  members  of 
late  through  the  managers  of  the  house  taking  little  or  no 
interest  in  the  society,  and  that  if  the  removal  was  granted 
a  number  of  new  members  would  join  the  society  and 
bring  it  back  to  its  old  position  again.  No  opposition 
was  made  to  the  removal  by  any  of  the  clubs  in  the 
ricinicy.  The  report  was  in  every  way  sitisfactory,  and 
the  removal  was  granted.  Messrs.  Dance  and  Miller  gave 
in  a  report  of  their  visit  to  the  Great  Western  Society, 
as  members  from  ether  societies  were  reported  to  be 
joining  the  society  named.  The  report  went  to  show  that 
the  members  in  qaestion  were  members  of  the  Black  Eagle 
Society,  and  as  this  society  had  now  ceased  to  exist  the 
club  was  allowed  to  take  these  members  into  their  society. 
The  important  matter  of  selecting  a  suitable  place  for  the 
association's  annual  contest  was  discussed.  Last  year  it  may 
be  remembered  that  we  went  to  Abingdon,  and  this  place 
gave  snch  great  satiefaction  that  a  large  number  of  our 
members  are  looking  forward  to  visiting  the  place  again, 
but  as  we  like  to  patronise  one  of  oar  other  companies  each 
year,  it  was  decided  that  the  committee  consider  the 
matter  over  previous  to  the  next  committee  meeting,  when 
perhaps  a  selection  will  be  made.  We  have  no  suitable 
place  on  the  L.  &  N.W.E.  Company,  and  the  only  places 
suitable  are  on  the  G.W.E.  and  Midland  lines.  There 
w  on  the  latter  company's  line  a  place  that  would 
be  suitable,  providing  the  fare  would  not  be  too 
much,  but  inquiries  will  be  made  and  a  report  be  presented 
before  the  ccrmmitt«e.    The  Harborne  Society  held  their 


first  annual  dinner  at  their  clubhouse  on  Wednesday 
evening  last,  which  turned  out  a  thorough  success,  as  near 
upon  forty  members  were  present.  The  dinntr  was  of  the 
best  description  and  was  thoroughly  enj'>yed,  so  was  the 
musical  programme  arranged  by  the  committee.  This 
club  is  in  a  splendid  financial  position,  and  have  some  good 
waters,  which  have  been  lately  re-stocked.  The  whole  of 
their  funds  are  de»oted  to  water  renting  and  re-stocking. 
They  have  a  bilanoe  of  £14  in  hand  at  the  present  time, 
with  which  they  wish  to  rant  fresh  waters  for  their 
members.  Trout  fishing  still  remains  very  quiet.  On 
May  6  a  Urge  number  of  our  members  would  have 
vinired  the  Severn,  but  were  prevented  by  the  heavy  rain. 
We  had  fine  weather  on  Monday  and  Tuesdiy  last,  but  on 
Wednesday  we  had  a  lot  of  rain  and  a  very  dull  day.  A 
committee  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association 
will  be  held  on  Saturday,  May  12,  at  the  Gloucester  Arms 
Ion,  Copenhagen-street,  Worcester;  chair  taken  at  4.30 
prompt. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  early  part  of  the  week,  the  weather  being  rather 
favourable,  a  few  brace  of  nice  trout  weie  taken,  especially 
from  the  Lincolnshire  waters,  but  the  fish  only  ran  about 
three  to  the  pound  ;  and  on  our  local  water — the  Hall — 
a  few  nice-sized  fish  have  been  met  ni  h  in  the  upper 
waters,  which  are  in  splendid  p\j  for  either  fly  or  minnow 
fishing,  Mr.  H.  M.  Foster  being  credited  with  a  brace  of 
nice  trout  from  the  Hempholme  district,  the  best  fish 
fcaling  l|lb.  ;  and  other  anglers  have  had  odd  fish  of  good 
size  from  the  Wansford  and  Brigham  districts,  and  on 
Saturday  a  Driffield  angler  st oared  a  nice  fish  near 
Whinhill  Lock  that  was  estimated  to  weigh  about  21o. 
The  Driffield  Anglers'  Club  opened  their  season 
on  the  famous  trout  streams,^  bat,  although  the 
waters  we;e  in  very  fair  condition  and  well  stocked 
with  fish,  yet  very  poor  spo't  was  anticipated, 
cbiKfly  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  weather  of  late, 
which  has  thrown  most  waters  at  least  a  month  biokward, 
and  most  of  the  insect  life  at  present  on  the  waters  should 
have  been  in  evidence  in  March  had  it  been  a  mild  season, 
bat  the  c  'Id  north-easterly  winds  and  dry  weather  has 
greatly  interfered  both  with  sport  and  conditions  generally, 
and  although  on  Tuesday  we  had  a  nice  gentle  rain  during 
the  afternoon  and  evening,  yet  the  northerly  winds  are 
still  prevalent,  and  extremely  cold,  therefore  until  we  hive 
more  genial  weather  not  much  sport  need  be  anticipated 
in  any  quarter.  A  fe<v  pike  have  been  taken  on  the  river 
by  certain  anglers  who  are  availing  themselves  of  the 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board's  bye-law,  allowing  pike  to  be 
taken  all  the  year  round,  and  fish  weighing  up  to  81b.  each 
have  been  secured  in  various  parts,  but  chiefly  above 
Hempholme.  Pike  of  fair  size  have  also  been  taken  on  the 
river  Derwent,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stamfos  d  Bridge 
anl  Wressle,  where  the  river  is  reported  to  be  in  first-class 
trim  for  bait  fishing  for  either  trout  or  pike.  Odd  trout 
of  nice  size  were  taken  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Hull 
before  the  stormy  weather  occurred,  Mr.  W.  J.  Cox,  a 
member  of  the  Stoneferry  Angling  Society,  whilst  fishing 
for  flounders  at  Wawne,  secured  one  of  lib.  3  jz.,  and  one 
of  little  over  that  weight  was  also  taken  at  Dunswell.  On 
Saturday  about  250  anglers  mustered  at  Danswell  to  fish 
in  the  Victoria  Angling  Association's  annual  open  match, 
which  took  place  on  the  river  at  that  place,  the  competitors 
reaching  from  Gibraltar  Farm  to  Cicey,  and  the  duration 
of  the  match  was  about  two  and  a  half  hours.  ^  Bat  the 
waters  were  very  low  and  clear  daring  the  time,  con- 
sequently very  little  sport  was  met  with,  and  aboat  100 
of  the  competitors  not  even  had  a  bite,  and  the  fish  caught 
were  rather  small,  and  with  the  exceptionof  a  trout  of  alittle 
over  Jib.  and  a  small  jack,  they  were  caiefly  flounders.  Toe 
neip  tides  have  not  been  very  prolific  with  eels,  but  since 
Saturday  we  have  had  a  quantity  of  rain,  and  the  tides 
are  also  making,  so  thit  by  Monday  worm  fishing  should 
be  good  in  the  lower  waters  ;  and  the  salmon-trout  are  now 
making  up  the  river  from  the  Humber,  some  fine  fish 
being  on  the  move  between  Burton  Hall  and  Wawne.  At 
the  May  council  meetiag  of  the  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  an  application  was 
made  by  one  of  the  affiliated  societies  tofish  a  match  in  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal  on  July  14  next  in  aid  of  the 
wives  and  families  of  the  Hull  soldiers  now  fighting  at  the 
front,  which  was  granted  them  providing  a  free  day  could 
be  arranged  with  the  joint  committee  of  the  fishery. 
Another  new  angling  society  is  about  to  be  established  in 
Hull,  and  a  meeting  for  that  purpose  will  be  held  at  the 
"  British  Workman,"  in  High-street,  Old  Town,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  May  16. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

It  seams  the  timely  warning  given  by  the  Warrington 
Anelers'  Association  to  "keep  off  the  grass  "  has  not  been 
sufficient  for  all  concerned.  From  this  date  until  the 
crops  are  gathered  in  all  angling  must  cease  in  the  Bollin, 
except  from  pasture  land.  It  is  not  stated  that  any 
damage  has  been  done,  but  the  farmers  naturally  are 
anxious  to  prevent  any;  some  steps,  however,  will  be 
immediately  taken  to  try  and  compromise  this  restriction, 
or  in  some  way  modify  the  edict.  The  Travellers'  Best 
Angling  Society,  Warrington,  have  presented  a  "  token  of 
respect "  to  Mr.  F.  J.  Buason  for  his  servicesia  developing 
this  society  and  establishing  it  on  sound  and  healthy 
lines.  They  fish  their  first  match  on  July  21.  The  Supple- 
mentary Society,  with  commendable  promptness,  have 
given  notice  of  motion  to  change  date  of  their  annual 
contest,  as  it  clashes  with  another  fixture.  The  Chorley 
and  District  Angling  Society  are  in  a  very  flourishing 
condition,  and  bid  fair  to  attain  an  enviable  position 
amongst  Lancashire  organisations.  They  are  certainly 
on  the  right  course  wh-n  they  g}  in  for  extensive 
stocking,  and  it  is  a  big  item  to  note  that  10,000 
fish — some  up  to  21b. — have  been  turned  into  their  private 
waters.  It  would  take  plenty  of  older  and  numerically 
stronger  associations  to  show  snch  a  resalt,  but  they  are 


wise  in  their  day  and  generation,  and  rnlist  the  practical 
help  of  many  promin>-nt  g'ntlemen.  By  this  policy  they 
gain  fish  for  stocking,  anu  a  place  to  reir  small  fish  ;  and, 
further,  inflaence — an  indispensable  factor  in  an  angler's 
life  and  sport.  Our  rivers  appear  to  bo  a  little  improved 
from  an  angler's  point  of  view.  The  Wyre  has  received 
more  attention  in  the  Garstang  district,  despite  a  low  and 
clear  water.  Sport  very  fair  with  the  fly,  a  few  brown 
trout  being  taken  Id  the  middle  reaches  sport  has  been 
moderat-e.  but  the  lower  reaches  afforded  the  best  return. 
The  Bibble,  with  a  small  fly  water,  has  had  a  good  many 
rods.  Catches  fair — two  to  six  brace,  fish  reported  in  good 
condition,  and  rising  well.  A  somewhat  better  report 
comes  from  the  Lune  and  its  tributaries,  several  good 
baskets  up  to  ten  brace  are  mentioned. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 
Although  we  have  not  had  so  much  rain  as  we  should 
like,  the  prospects  of  trout  fishing  have  since  last  week 
undergone  an  improvement.  The  weather  is  warmer,  and 
thxre  is  getting  an  incress  ^d  number  of  flies  on  the  water, 
which  is  causing  the  fish  to  become  more  active.  Fly 
fishermen  are  taking  a  few  trout  in  the  evenings,  the  best 
sport  being  obtained  ab  )ut  a  couple  of  hours  before  sunset. 
Most  of  the  streams,  however,  are  now  running  ateunmer 
level,  and  anglers  have  t)  exercise  extreme  care  in  their 
operations.  In  sheltered  positions  bottom  fishermen 
continue  to  secure  a  few  brac^  of  fish  with  the  maggot  and 
ant  egg.  The  latter  bait  has  just  come  in,  and  is  a  capital 
one  tor  trout.  Owing  to  the  depredations  of  otters  on 
some  of  the  streams  id  the  Stamf  jrd  district  the  Bucks 
Otter  Hounds  have  jast  had  another  spell  of  hunting.  In 
four  days  they  foand  three  otters,  and  killed  two,  weigh- 
ing respectively  23ib.  aad  80.b. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

A  very  interesting  report  is  to  hand  from  the  George 
Angling  Society,  Miles  Platting,  a  society  that  started  in 
a  Uadiog  p  isition,  and  evidently  bent  on  keeping  there. 
The  president,  Mr.  S  Williamson,  in  conjunction  with  a 
few  "  friends  incognito."  has  provided  a  valuable  silver 
cup  for  the  society.  It  will  tie  known  as  the  George 
Challenge  Cup,  and  to  be  fished  for  at  the  close  of  the 
season.  It  must  be  won  twice  in  succession  or  three  times 
in  all  before  becoming  the  property  of  any  one  member. 
Mr.  Alf.  Charles  worth,  the  treasurer,  will  provide  a  medal 
each  year  for  the  winner  until  the  cup  is  won  outright. 
Saturday,  May  26,  will  see  the  society  in  their  own  trout 
waters  at  Diggle,  fishing  the  opening  match  of  the  season. 
One  of  our  locals  fishing  in  Ireland,  near  Belfast,  sends 
a  doleful  report  of  his  luck.  On  Saturday  last  he  only 
had  three  hours'  fishing,  landed  one  trout,  and  got  broke 
twice  with  large  fish.  He  attributes  this  to  having 
neglected  to  take  a  landing  net.  Serves  your  "  reverence ' 
right;  you  ought  to  be  kicked  for  insulting  trout 
by  fishing  for  them  without  a  net.  Other  locals  at  the 
Lake  district  have  done  well,  good  sport  accruing  both  at 
Bala  and  Windermere,  at  the  latter  place  especially.  It  is 
not  the  good  fortune  of  everyone  to  be  able  to  visit  resorts 
of  this  kind,  and  tront  fishing  is  very  scarce  near  this  city. 
How  long  wiU  our  men  be  content  to  go  on  one  year  after 
another  and  remain  inactive  ?  Surely  something  could  be 
done  for  sport  in  the  close  seaam  for  coarse  fish  P  The 
chief  item  of  interest  is  the  approaching  "  Fisheries," 
which  opens  on  May  21.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to 
ensure  success,  and  right  well  are  the  committee  working. 
Help  and  exhibits  are  prrmisedfrom  far  and  near,  and  the 
interest  which  the  event  has  aroused  may  stimulate  some 
enterprise  on  a  more  extended  scale  in  the  near  future. 
The  number  of  cases  promised  are  so  numerous  that  the 
committee  have  a  big  task  in  arranging  them,  and  they 
mast  leave  room  for  the  public. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Little  or  no  sport  has  been  obtained  here  daring  the 
past  week.  Although  we  have  no  enforced  close  season  in 
this  district,  which  is  almost  entirely  a  coarse  fish  district, 
yet  most  local  anglers  abstain  from  fishing  at  this  time  of 
year.  A  few  good  roach  have  been  taken  in  some  private 
water  on  the  Wensam,  but  that  is  almost  the  only  catch 
of  the  week.  What  little  trout  fishing  there  is  in  the 
county  besides  the  club  water  at  Fakenham  is  in  private 
hands,  and  is  fished  almost  entirely  by  the  owners  of  the 
waters  and  their  friends.  This  is  not  nearly  as  good  nor 
as  extensive  as  it  might  be,  as  in  a  well  watered  county 
like  Norfolk  there  are  several  streams  which  might  be 
made  to  yield  a  fair  head  of  trout  with  a  small  outlay. 
Waters  are  all  in  good  condition.  We  have  had  some  nice 
rains  during  the  last  few  days,  which  have  improved  them 
considerably. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Heavy  rains  have  fallen,  especially  on  Wednesday,  and 
the  Trent,  as  well  as  the  tributaries,  is  certain  to  uadergo 
a  change.  Trout  fishers  have  again  patronised  portions  of 
the  Greet  and  Dover  Bjck,  creeling  a  few  fish  with  the 
worm,  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  E.  Bailey  caught  a  brace  in  the 
Trent  where  the  Greet  discharges  itself.  They  were  not 
larg9,  but  in  very  good  condition.  Eal  stringing  has  been 
in  full  swing  opposite  Wiiford,  aud  the  attention  of  the 
Fishery  Board  should  be  called  to  the  evil.  The 
Wellington  Society  have  ordered  a  further  consignment  of 
trout,  and  the  fish — various  sizes — were  placed  in  the 
Shardlow  waters  on  Wednesday  under  the  supervision  of 
Mr.  W.  Ellis.  They  came  from  the  Milton  hatohery. 
There  is  nothing  doing  amongst  salmon,  though  the  ris«  in 
progress  may  stir  up  a  few  large  fish. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
AU  the  rivers  and  streams  are  in  good  condition,  but 
there  may  be  some  discolouration  in  the  brooks  in  a  day 
or  two,  for  we  hive  had  a  steady  downpour  of  rain  to-day, 
and  there  is  every  appearance  of  a  continuation.  It  will 
be  very  beneficial  to  vegetable  life,  and  greatly  improve 
sport  if  we  get  some  nice  warm  weather  after  it.  Wind 
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•  and  weather  has  b«6n  very  variable  during  the  week. 
Very  few  anglers  have  been  oat,  and  sport  far  from  good, 
joarcely  anything  done  with  the  fly,  nearly  all  the  fish 
creeled  were  taken  with  majgot  or  worm.  Lirge 
qaaotitios  of  coarse  fiah  are  being  tiken  in  thfl  Severn  by 
nnattached  anslers.  and  the  members  of  the  several  olubs 

1  are  mnoh  vexed  at  it,  as  the  stock  of  fish  in  this  part  of  the 

i  river '«  dpclining  io  rapidly.    There  will  be  a  meeting  of 

Ithe  Wrroester  and  District  Angling  Association  at  the 
b*»dquart*rs  of  the  Worcester  United  Working  Men's 
Clob  on  Wednesday  next,  the  16-h  inet  ,  and  the  matter 
will  there  be  discnased,  and  it  is  hoped  something  may  be 

.  Jone  to  pat  a  stop  to  it,  wholly  or  in  pirt.  The_  Severn 
Fishery  Board  have  no  bailiff  on  the  water  for  miles,  and 

'  It  seems  useless  to  f  xpect  them  to  put  a  stop  to  it,  even  if 
they  felt  dispiaed.  The  committee  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association  hold  a  meeting  at  the  Gloucester 
Arms,  Copenhagen-street,  Worcester,  on  Saturday  next, 

:  at  4.30. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

i  Anglers  are  again  troubled  with  rough  winds — north- 
I  pasters,  too.  The  clerk  of  the  weather  seems  to_  be  giving 
fffeottothe  lament  of  the  poet  Thomson  in  the  words, 
From  hot  to  cold,  from  dry  to  moist,  with  inward  eating 
change,"  &o.  Casting  is  likely  to  be  difficult  whilst  the 
bothering  winds  last.  Reports  at  the  week-end  showed 
;  that  sport  had  been  indifferent  for  some  days.  The  few 
.good  baskets  secured  had  been  made  with  the  worm  and 
minnow  rather  than  the  fly.  The  temperature,  though 
■  mild  during  intermittent  periods,  has  been  generally  such 
as  to  prevent  the  hatching  of  flies  out.  Anglers  visiting 
I  the  Wharf  e  report  that  the  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  the 
[Yellow  Partridge  with  tinsel,  and  the  Dark  Brown  have 
iacconnted  for  several  nice  catches.  The  general  rains 
1  would  be  beneficial  if  only  followed  by  a  hisher  tempera- 
ture. Owing  no  doubt  to  the  dearth  of  natural  flies,  the 
I  larger  trout  seem  to  keep  to  the  bottom  of  the  deeper 
'pools,  whilst  mimeroas  undersized  trout  are  broug'it  up 
I  and  returned  to  the  waters.  Amongst  the  b^st  casts  for 
ItheWharfp,  Tore,  Swale,  Xidd,  Eye,  and  Derwent  are 
the  followine :  Blue  Partridge,  Waterhen  Bloa.  Poult 
Bloa,  and  Stone  Midge,  Orange  Partridge,  Knotted 
Midge,  and  Light  Watchet. 


!  [W*  do  TWt  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

THE  CLOSE  SEASON. 
Dear  Sib, — I  notice  in  your  issue  of  April  28  that  one 
af  your  contributors  writes  in  an  article  on  perch  as 
follows:  "Takitgthe  year  through,  August,  September, 
iod  October  are  the  best  months  for  perch  fishing,  but, 
nnfortunately,  owing  to  the  loose  manner  in  which  the 
Mnndella  Act  is  adminiatered,  or,  rather,  is  left 
cmadminiatered,  numbers  are  caught  after  the  close  of  the 
legitimate  fishing  season  by  clubs  of  so-called  sportsmen, 
who,  under  tbe  plea  that  tkey  do  not  open  their  fishery 
aotil  some  days  after  June  16,  imagine  that  they  can  do  as 
they  like.  Their  plea  that  a  fixed  close  time  does  not 
rait  all  waters  is,  doubtless,  a  comforting  salve  for  the 
;on8cience,  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  what  would  be  Siid  by 
tbe  authorities  to  any  landed  proptietor  who,  on  the 
plea  of  ha7ing  kept  his  shooting  closed  a  fortnight  after 
:he  opening,  continued  pheasant  shooting  on  his  estate  a 
fortnight  after  the  commencement  of  the  hatching 
leaaon  ?  " 

As  the  writer  of  the  article  on  "  The  Close 
Season"  in  the  prerioos  week's  issue,  I  would  again 
point  out  that  the  administration  of  the  Mnndelli  Act  is 
in  ni  way  concerned  with  the  fact  that  some  private  club 
waters  are  kept  open  after  March  15  or  closed  before 
March  1,  and  opened  June  1,  or  in  some  cases  July  1,  or 
jven  August  1,  according  to  the  experience  of  the  water 
iommittee  regarding  tbe  spawning  time  of  the  various  coarse 
Ui. 

This  may  be  easily  seen  by  anyone  who  takes  the  trouble 
■JO  read  clause  II,  sub-section  3  (b),  wherein  "any 
3eTfon  angling  in  any  several  tishery  with  the  leave  of  the 
iwner  of  such  fishery "  is  specially  exempted  from  the 
)peration  of  the  Act  as  regards  fishing  during  the  close 
jme. 

It  seems  somewhat  unfair  that  some  of  the  first  clubs  in 
Jie  kingdom  should  be  calmly  described  as  law-breakers 
md  so-called  sportsmen  by  an  anonymous  writer. — Tours 
uithfnlly,  Charles  8.  Patterson, 

Curator,  Piscatorial  Society. 

LOCH  RANNOCH,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Dear  Sib, — "G.  M.,"  I  presume,  will  continne  his 
ratlines  of  "  Trouting  in  the  North,"  but  in  case  he  is 
lot  personally  acquainted  with  Loch  Rannooh,  I  thought 
[  ibould  like  to  say  a  few  words  in  commendation  of  the 
«me.  It  is  a  far  cry  from  London,  b^ing  500  miles  to 
Stman  on  tbe  Highland  railway,  thence  thirteen  miles 
)ver  the  moors,  a  delightful  drive,  by  mail  cart  if  yon  are 
in  ordinary  individual ;  by  trap  or  carriage  if  you  have 
olenty  of  '"gear." 

I  have  experienced  nothing  like  that  trip  one  morning 
ast  September,  when  the  shooters  were  abroad  stalking 
)r  grouse  drivirg,  and  the  "  caller  air  "  came  keenly  from 
;he  moor  of  Rmnoch,  and  "  whistled  saltly  south  from 
Polar  seas."  The  first  three  miles  of  the  river  Tnmmel, 
which  connects  Lochs  Rannoch  and  Tnmmel,  course  nine 
iiiles,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Dnnalaister  Hotel,  Kinloch- 
Bannoch,  a  handsome  and  most  comfortable  eatablieh- 
nent,  where  the  people  take  an  interest  in  you  beyond  the 
wttling  of  the  bill  thereof.  I  unfortunately  lost  my  reel 
in  the  journey  from  the  station,  which  threw  away  three 


hours  in  tramping  back  to  the  village  to  beg,  borrow,  or 
steal  another.  Mr.  John  Seaton,  fishing  tackle  dealer, 
was  good  enough  to  lend  me  one.  I  again  went  down  the 
river,  and,  fishing  worm  on  Stewart  tackle,  promptly 
broke  in  very  heavy  water,  where  one  c(»uld  only  wade 
with  diftiGulty,  with  a  good  trout.  I  went  for  him  next 
d*y,  and  duly  landed  with  the  hooks  in  liia  galUt  and  a 
short  length  of  gut  showing  from  the  month.  In  addition 
I  hBd  about  a  dozen  others,  altog-'ther  a  very  presentable 
basket,  consilering  that  I  was  fishing  against  time,  hiving 
to  finish  by  two  o'clock,  to  get  the  train  for  Dunkeld, 
where  I  was  staving.  My  little  visit  made  me  long  for  a 
whole  fortnight  in  that  grand  district. 

Schieilion,  3547ft..  dominates  the  scene.  Loch  Rannoch, 
nine  and  a  half  miles  by  one,  when,  as  I  saw  it  on  tbe 
Saturday  morning,  thoroughly  roused  by  a  strong 
northerly  breeze,  is  very  beautiful.  I  had  not  time  to 
fish  it  from  a  boat,  so  took  a  few  with  worm  near  the  foot. 
More  prettily  marked  tront  I  have  not  seen.  Far  away, 
blue  and  faint,  a  perfect  picture,  was  the  great  mountain 
barrier,  marking  the  entrance  to  Glencoe.  The  guests  at 
the  hotel  were  mostly  from  the  City,  and  greatly  they 
seemed  to  enjoy  themselves,  although  it  must  be  confessed 
many  of  them  were  rather  amateurish  in  their  angling 
methods.  Mr.  Watson  Lyall  says  he  killed  a  Salmo  ferox 
here  weighing  181b. 

Phantom  minnow,  natural  minnow,  but,  best  of  all,  par- 
tail,  do  well.  Rather  large  flies  are  most  suocessf  al,  with 
bodies  not  too  thick,  and  a  full  wing.  Tou  are  advised  to 
"  troll  up  for  a  big  fish  early  in  the  day,  and  then  troll 
home  in  the  evening,"  a  treat  most  of  us  would  like  to 
enjoy.  Personally  I  should  like  a  couple  of  days  during 
the  week  on  the  river  Tuosmal,  and,  if  fishing  grew  slow, 
should  have  a  day  on  one  of  those  lovely  hills  overlookina 
the  loch,  lie  on  the  broad  of  my  back,  and  rest,  rest,  rest ! 
—Yours  truly,    E.  E.  H. 

SEA  FISHING  NEA.R  LIVERPOOL. 
Dear  Sib, — Speaking  generally,  the  beet  sea  fishing 
about  Liverpool  is  in  St.  John's  Market,  near  the  Central 
Station,  where,  for  a  shilling,  you  can  secure  a  good  haul. 
Seriously,  it  may  be  said,  there  ia  none  at  New  Brighton, 
Egremont,  or  Birkenhead.  One  might  get  a  few  small 
plaice,  or  a  codling  or  two  from  New  Brighten  Pier ; 
but  they  don't  like,  even,  I  believe,  disallow  it,  because 
it  makes  the  seats  so  nasty.  Tou  can  fish  from  the 
promenade  at  Egremont,  but  it's  a  little  boy's  game. 
Birkf  nhead  is  a  series  of  docks,  where  huge  ships  lie,  ao 
there's  no  fishing.  Tour  correspondent  could  get  a  trip  in 
a  fishing  boat  if  he  tried,  but  he  would  be  required  to 
"stick  it  "for  a  matter  of  six  hours,  squall  or  shine. — 
Tours  truly,    H. 

LOCH  GARRT. 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  recommend  "  G.  "  to  get  the  next 
edition  of  that  excellent  work,  Mr.  J.  Watson  Ljall'a 
"  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide  to  Scotland,"  clear, 
terse,  and  reliable,  by  a  practical  man.  May,  June,  July, ' 
and  August  he  says  are  the  best  months  for  Loch  Garry. 
Ferox  up  to  20!b.  Average  day's  basket  of  ordinary  trout, 
101b  :  even  801b.  have  been  taken. — Tours,  &o., 

  E.  E.  H. 

ACCOUNT  OF  THE  CAPTURE  OF  THE  53lb  PIKE  - 
BT  THE  CONSTABLE  WHO  CAUGHT  IT. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  received  your  letter  on  this  date 
for  inquiry  relative  to  a  pike  which  I  cap'ured  on  Lough 
Key.  I  am  only  too  happy  to  be  able  to  give  you  all  the 
information  I  possibly  can  relative  to  same. 

On  Good  Friday  I,  acompanied  by  another  constable 
of  this  station,  took  a  boat  out  on  Lough  Key.  The  rod  I 
used  was  an  ordinary  16ft.  salmon  rod  ;  the  bait  I  used 
was  a  Kill  Devil,  minnow  shape,  with  twelve  large  hooks, 
which  I  purchased  a  few  days  previous  from  Mr.  John 
White,  Omagh,  co.  Tyrone,  and  have  since  used  same  with 
great  success  in  capturing  smaller  fish. 

This  large  fish  was  hooked  by  every  hook  on  the  bait, 
and,  after  exciting  play  for  close  on  two  hours,  I  succeeded 
in  getting  it  close  to  the  boat,  and  I  then  stuck  one  of 
the  oars  of  the  boat  in  its  gill  and  out  in  its  month,  and 
by  this  means  raised  it  out  of  the  water,  and  by  the 
help  of  the  other  constable  succeeded  in  getting  it  into 
the  boat.  I  had  no  gaS  or  landing  net.  I  must  state 
that  in  spite  of  all  we  could  do  it  brought  us  almost 
where  it  liked  through  the  lake,  but  we  had  good  play 
ground,  and  I  owe  its  capture  to  the  very  good  tackle  I 
had.  It  was  exactly  at  the  month  of  the  river  leading 
into  Lough  Key  from  Knockvicar  that  I  hooked  it.  It 
was  a  hen  fish. 

It  was  exactly  4ft.  5in.  long,  and  27in.  round  body, 
and  weighed  531b.;  the  head  alone  weighed  6|ib.  It  was 
exhibited  at  the  barracks  for  almost  a  week,  but  has  since 
been  eaten  by  dogs.  I  think  I  have  now  given  all  the 
information  I  possibly  can  about  it. 

I  have  since  been  angling  with  marked  success  on 
Lough  Key,  catching  nine  pike  on  one  day,  the  two 
largest  weighing  lUo.  and  131b.  respectively. — Tours 
respectfully.  Const.  P.  J.  O'Connor,  R  I.C. 

R.I.C.,  Knookvicar,  Boyle,  oo.  Roscommon. 

THE  53LB.  IRISH  PIKE. 

Dear  Sib, — I,  have  pleasure  in  srnding  you  further 
information  about  the  big  pike  killed  at  Knockvicar,  oo. 
Roscommon,  on  Good  Friday.  I  wrote  to  the  successful 
angler,  Constable  O'Connor,  R. I.C,  and  he  very  kindly 
Bent  me  tbe  following  particulars  : 

The  rod  used  was  an  ordinary  16ft.  salmon  rod,  and  the 
bait  a  large  Kill  Devil  minnow,  size  not  mentioned.  The 
fish  was  hooked  at  the  mouth  of  the  Knockvicar  river,  and, 
after  a  fight  of  almost  two  hours,  was  brought  up  to  the 
boat  and  landed  by  means  of  an  oar  put  through  the  gill 
and  out  of  the  mouth.    It  was  an  unspawned  hen  fish, 


and  measured  4ft.  (in.  long,  and  27in.  round  body,  and 
weighed  n'ilb  ;  the  head  alone  weighed  C^lb.  I  inquired 
if  the  head  had  been  kept,  but  after  being  on  exhibition  it 
was  eaten  by  dogs.  What  a  pity  it  had  not  been  preserved. 
ConBta>)l«  O'Connor,  who  eeems  to  bo  a  very  keen  angler, 
has  ha/l  an  ithwr  good  day  f>n  Loutrh  K«y,  killing  nine  pike, 
the  two  largest  weighing  111b.  and  13ib. 

  Alex.  Woods. 


Deab  Sir, — Referrinor  to  Mr.  Wood's  letter  in  Finhing 
Gazette  of  May  5,  re  capture  of  a  .o31b.  Irish  pike,  I  Vjog 
to  pay  that  a  letter  i  f  mins  appeared  in  your  j'  U'nal  in 
1893  detailing  the  killing  of  a  monster  pike  by  another 
member  of  the  Royal  Irith  Constabulary  in  a  email  over- 
flow adjoining  and  c>  nneoted  with  Lough  Conn.  Tbe  bait 
was  a  frog.  This  fish  was  actually  weighed  by  the 
Government  weights  in  possestion  of  the  R  I  C.  in  their 
barracks  at  Cros-imalina,  in  the  seventies,  and  turned  the 
scale  at  OSlb,  I  believe  my  letter  was  bc<  ITed  at  at  the 
time,  but  I  saw  the  colossal  head  bones  of  the  giant,  and 
heard  the  story  from  one  of  the  men,  and  have  no  reason 
to  doubt  it.  The  Irish  Constabulary  anglers  seem  to  have 
a  monopoly  in  securing  leviathan  pike. — Tours  faithfully, 
___         Black  Hackle. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  your  issue  of  May  5  as  to  a 
pike  of  631b.  having  been  taken  near  Boyle,  and  the  head 
of  the  monster  on  exhibition,  we  have  read  over  and  over 
again  in  the  papers  of  pike  having  been  caught  in  tbe 
Sister  Isle  up  to  dOlb.  and  over,  but  not  authenticated. 
May  I  suggest  tlat  a  reward  of  £5  will  be  given  to  anyone 
in  Ireland  sending  a  pike  of  501b.  or  over  to  the  editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  7he  weight  could  then  be  verified, 
and  the  fish  set  up  by  Cooper  and  presented  to,  say,  the 
Piscatorial  Society  or  the  South  Kensington  (Natural 
History)  Museum — but  poorly  represented  in  specimens  of 
fish.  A  friend  of  mine  picked  up  the  skull  of  a  pike  cn 
the  shore  of  one  of  the  Westmeath  Lakes  when  May  Fly 
fishing,  and  found  it  measured  9in.  from  the  centre  of  the 
eye  to  end  of  jaw  (nose  brne),  and  he  came  to  the  ci  n- 
clusion  that  when  in  the  flesh  the  pike  would  have  weighed 
well  on  to  501b.  There  are  surely  monsters  in  Loughs 
Corrib,  Conn,  and  Erne.  I  would  gladly  sul  scribe  10s. 
towards  an  authenticated  speciaen  of  a  oO.b  pike  for  the 
South  Kensington  Museum. — Tours  truly, 

8,  Arundel-terrace,  Brighton.  H.  S.  Harlaxd. 

May  9, 1900.   

A  PLAGUE  OF  TOADS. 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  May  5  there  is  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Woodfall,  hon.  see.  of  the  Liverpool  Angling 
Association,  complaining  of  a  plague  of  toads,  and  asking 
for  a  cure. 

In  our  own  private  water  (a  lake  of  some  thirty  acres)  we 
have  been  subjected  to  the  same  sort  of  nuisance  this  year, 
though  fincia  the  pike  and  perch  have  come  into  the  sides 
to  spawn  the  nuisance  has  abated  very  much  indeed. 

There  ia  no  better  method  of  destroying  frogs  or  toads 
(who  come  in  crowds  during  the  breeding  season  to  the 
shallow  places  in  lakes  and  rivers)  than  scooping  them  up 
in  an  ordinary  cheap  landing  net,  with  a  long  handle,  and, 
say,  a  12in.  net.  I  have  frequently  got  from  ten  to  a 
dozen  with  one  scoop  of  the  net. 

The  catching  of  these  p  ^sts  with  pincers  may  be  scientific, 
but  is,  I  imagine,  not  very  efficacious. — Tours  faithfully, 

Pains  HiU,  Cobham,  Surrey.  Frank  CnsHNY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  for  one  should  almost  question  whether 
these  were  toads,  as  the  toad  is  not  a  sociable  animal  even 
at  spawning  time ;  but  whether  they  are  toads  or  frogs  is 
immaterial  from  your  correspondent's  point  of  view,  the 
question  bsing  how  to  get  rid  of  the  invaders. 

There  is  only  one  way  to  get  rid  of  them,  and  that  is, 
"  catch  'em  and  kill  'em." 

It  is  of  very  little  use  to  try  and  fish  for  them  with  a 
hook,  as  neither  toads  or  frogs  are  in  the  habit  of  feeding 
while  in  the  water. 

The  only  other  alternative  to  the  destruction  of  the 
invaders  is  to  exercise  a  little  patience,  when  they  will 
gradually  disappear  of  their  own  free  will  as  soon  as 
spawning  operations  are  completed,  this  spawning  being 
the  sole  reason  of  their  appearing  in  such  numbers.— 
Tonra  truly,  _____  H.  Tisley. 

FINE  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  great  pleasure  in  confirming  in  every 
way  the  statements  in  your  paper,  contained  in  the  isiue 
of  April  28,  by  W.  Smith,  of  Higham-hill  Fishery. 
Walthamstow.  I  stayed  three  months  at  the  Tweed  last 
year,  and  in  my  last  week  was  j  lined  by  the  well-known 
courteous  secretary,  Mr.  J.  W.  Walker,  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society.  For  merely  nominal  charges,  splendid 
free  fishing,  magnificent  scenery  easily  got  to,  there  are,  in 
my  opinion,  few  places  to  compare  with  it,  and  I  would 
urge  brother  anglers  to  consult  Smith  or  Mr.  Walker. — 
Tours  truly,  R.  C.  Moffat. 

DRT-FLT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sib  — The  dry  fly  ia  becoming  deservedly  more 
popular  in  the  Emerald  Isle,  the  wet-fly  season  so  far 
being  very  poor.  A  good  many  of  the  wet-fly  fithers  have 
taken  to  the  dry  fly,  and  are  getting  excellent  results.  One 
of  the  old  wet-fly  hands  who  has  taken  to  the  dry  fly  thia 
last  few  years  telle  me  he  has  got  better  results  with  it 
than  ever  he  did  with  the  wet  fly.  Daring  the  last  month 
(April)  he  killed  thirty-seven  trout  on  dry  fly  and  eleven 
on  wet  fly,  total  weight  27Jlb.,  largest  21b.  lOoz.,  taken 
with  dry  fly.  So  I  would  advise  intending  visitors  to  give 
the  dry  fly  a  trial,  and  I  am  sure  they  will  be  well  recom- 
pensed. I  see  by  a  correspondent  that  he  finds  difficulty 
in  getting  good  dry  flies  in  Ireland.  Well,  I  have  tried  a 
good  many,  both  in  Ireland  and  England,  and  fo  killing 
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qnalitiee  and  neatness  of  workmanship  I  hive  got  none  to 
please  me  as  well  aa  thofO  tied  by  P.  Mathers,  Abbev- 
street,  Omagh,  co.  Tyrone,  he  b<>ing  both  an  expert  dry-fly 
fisher  and  fly  dresser. — Yours  truly,  8y.  Casey. 

"CLUXY  CASTLE"— A  CORRECTION. 
Deas  Sik  — In  "  Notpg  from  the  North  "  of  Mav  5  the 
following  appeared:  "  Clnny  Castle,  the  ancestral  home 
of  Cluny  McPherson,  has  jnst  been  let  to  Sir  John  Shelley 
for  the  salmon  fishing  and  shooting  season.  For  the  past 
two  years  the  chief  of  the  Macphersons  has  himsolf 
occupied  the  castle."  Will  you  allow  me  to  state  that  Sir 
John  Shelley  onlymade  the  arrangements  for  Mrs.  Benyon, 
of  18,  Grosvenor-fqnare,  London,  who  has  taken  the  castle 
for  salmon  fishing,  shooting,  &o.  ? — Yours  truly,    M.  B. 

PENNELL'S  HOOKS. 

Deab  Sir,— I  was  interested  to  read  the  letter  in  your 
paper  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pigou,  as  I  have  had  to  give  up 
uting  Pennell's  hooks  on  account  of  their  faulty  and 
untrustworthy  condition. 

Some  years  ago  the  quality  was  Al,  and  in  all  reppects 
1  considered  them  excellent  and  hard  to  beat.  Now,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  they  cannot  be  depended  on,  at  least, 
such  is  my  experience.  I  have  bought 'h°8e  wires  from 
various  honses,  but  in  every  caee  something  was  wrr^ng, 
either  over  or  under  tempered,  and  the  only  reliable 
batch  in  this  respect  I  got  were  so  thick  in  the  wire  as  to 
be  clumsy  and  lacked  penetration. 

If  the  makers  take  these  complaints  in  the  same  spirit 
as  they  are  made,  and  tnrn  out  a  hook  as  before,  it  will 
confer  a  born  on  many  argl  rs,  as  the  ehape  and  hooking 
qunlities  of  these  hooks  are  firet-olass. 

Tbe  hnoks  I  used  were  the  sneck  bend,  straight  point, 
tapered  shanks.  These  hooks,  when  right,  are  well 
adapted  for  rock  fishing,  and  I  have  many  timos  proved 
their  ezcelleDOA  — Yours,  &c.,  R.  P.  Wilson. 

Markinoh,  N.B.   

TROUT  FISHING  ON  THE  BELGIAN  AMBLfeVE. 

Deab  Sib, — I  piid  a  visit  to  Remonchamps  at  Easter, 
but  found  the  river  in  torrent  and  nnfiphable,  from  my 
point  of  view.  I  now  hear  that  the  Ambl^re  has  subsided 
to  a  fishahle  condition,  and  that  a  few  days  ago  a  skilful 
angler,  who  is  spending  the  seasnn  there,  in  four  hours 
caught  a  nice  basket  of  between  131b.  and  141b  of  trout, 
and  on  a  second  occasion,  duiirg  an  afternoon's  fishing, 
took  five  trout,  weighing  together  over  71b..  so  the  river 
and  the  fish  are  now  in  fine  fettle.— Yours  faithfully, 

  F.  S.  L. 

8MALL.MESHED  NET  WANTED. 
Dear  8ie, — I  shall  f>  e'  obliged  if  you  will  state  whether 
there  is  obtainable  an  effici*  nt  net  or  appliance  that  can 
be  sunk  in  a  stream  so  as  to  trap  roach  fry,  or,  better  sti  1, 
small  gudgeon,  such  as  would  be  good  bait  for  perch 
fishing.  I  use  a  casting  net.  but  want  some'hiog  that 
can  be  left  in  the  water  all  night. — Faithfully  yours, 

  F.  G. 

FISHING  IN  GERMANY. 

Dear  Sie, — Can  any  kind  friend  assist  me  with  other 
information  than  that  to  be  gleaned  from  the  "  Analer's 
Diary "  as  to  the  fishing  obtainable  in  the  Rhine  at 
Godesb-^rg,  next  Bonn  (ir  in  other  waters  in  the  district)  ? 
where  I  hope  to  spend  the  first  fortnight  in  June. 

Several  coarse  fi»h  are  mrn'ionpd,  but  it  might  be  full 
early  for  them,  while  there  ia  not  much  mention  of  trout. 

Any  hir.ts  or  advice  from  experience  will  be  srratefully 
welcomed  by— Yours  truly,  Feed.  Thbak. 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  BIRMINGHAM. 
Sir, — I  shall  be  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  can  tell 
me  of  any  trout  fiphi?  g,  with  week-erd  accommodation, 
to  be  obtained  within  twenty  milpe  of  Birmingham,  where 
fishing  is  allowed  on  Sundays.  On  hearing  of  any  I  shall 
ho  pleased  to  spnd  a  "  thai  ksgiving  off -ring"  to  the 
Fishing  Ga«et^e  Tobacco  Fui  d. — Yours  tin'y, 

_____     PiscATOE  Ardens. 

FISHING  AT  HOYLAKB. 

Deae  Sir. — With  reppeot  to  the  above,  there  is  sea 
fishing  at  Hoylake,  but  not  of  a  c'aes  eiving  much  sport. 
The  lake,  so  called,  is  merely  a  natural baein  which  rapidly 
tills  and  as  rapidly  runs  out,  and  his  to  be  fished  from  a 
boat  constantly  shifted  to  suit  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide. 
However,  on  the  same  line  of  rai'wiy,  the  Mersey,  about  a 
mile  further  on,  and  forming  the  terminus  of  the  system, 
is  West  Kirby,  opposite  which  lies  Hilbre  Island,  a 
delightful  spot  distant  about  two  miles. 

The  island  cin  be  reached  at  low  water,  no  waders 
being  necessary.  The  uoual  m<>thod  for  obtaining  sport  is 
to  fish  the  tide  up  and  down,  and  return  at  low  water. 

If  "  C.  T.  A."  can  c-st  a  handline  from  the  rooks  of 
4Uyds.  to  (iOyds.  he  will  get  gnod  sport  just  now  with 
codling,  and  later  on  with  flake  and  conger,  with  an 
occaiional  bass. 

Lay  lines  for  plaice  reanlt  in  large  catches,  bnt  these 
should  be  bai'ed  over  night,  and  ihjuld  be  constructed 
with  bent  pins  for  fluke,  not  hooks. 

Plenty  of  bait  can  be  gathered  on  the  spot. — Yours 
truly,  J.  8  Clinch 

(Member  Liverpool  Angling  Association). 


Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "0.  T.  A.,"  in  your 
issne  of  May  5,  auks  for  information  re  fishing  at  Unylake. 
There  ia  no  fresh  water  fiahing,  other  than  local  ponds, 
nearer  than  the  river  Dee,  at  Iluubon  or  Rosset.  Sea 
fishing  in  "  The^  Out "  at  high  water.     If  your  corre- 


spondent will  write  me  I  can  give  fuller  particulars,  and 
not  needlessly  take  up  your  valuable  space. — Yours  faith- 
fully, J.  G.  GiLBEET. 
26,  Rawlins-street,  Liverpool. 


SHEEP'S  WOOL  FOR  BAITS. 
Deae  Sie, — In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Fish  ing  Gazette  I 
saw  under  sea  fishing  where  b^its  were  st  oared  to  the 
hooks  by  sheep's  wool  tying.  I  have  often  tried  this,  bnt 
found  such  diffiouHy  in  manipulating  such  a  fragile 
material  thit  I  would  feel  very  mnch  obligpd  by  your 
kindly  informing  me  through  next  Fishing  Oazette  whether 
there  is  any  special  tort  of  wool  which  would  be  suitable. 
What  I  require  the  wool  for  is  securing  pastes  to  the 
hooks.  Thanking  yon  in  anticipation. — Yours  fai  h^ully, 
 An  Old  Subsceibee. 

CATCH  (PHOTO  OF)  ON  MONTKIB  RESERVOIR, 
IN  F.G.,  APRIL  21. 

Deae  Sie, — In  reference  to  the  above,  allow  me  to  ask 
Mr.  Beattie  through  your  columns  if  this  catch  was  made 
by  one  rod,  as  the  article  would  lead  one  to  believe  p — 
Yours  faithfully,  Monikie  Friqtjkntee. 

P. 8. — I  may  say  Mr.  Seattle's  catch  is  much  heavier 
than  I  ever  heard  of  being  taken  off  Monikie  with  one  rod. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND  WANTED. 

Dear  Sie, — In  answer  to  "Nfmi's"  enquiry  ia  your 
last  issue,  he  could  not  do  better  than  put  up  at  Athlone, 
two  or  three  hours'  rail  from  Dublin,  where  he  can  get 
lodgings,  and  good  trout  fishing  on  the  Shannon,  under 
the  weir  below  the  town.  In  addition  to  this  the  railway 
running  eart  and  west  gives  him  the  command  of  a  number 
of  good  trcu"'  streams;  the  steamboats,  runnine  north  and 
p'^uth,  do  the  same.  If  he  writts  to  Mrs  Har-t,  R'yal 
Hotel,  Athlone,  I  am  sure  that  she  would  get  him  lodgtLgj 
or  t»ke  him  perhaps  "  en  pension." 

Balljshannon.    Nimeod  Cartridge. 

EYED  HOOKS. 
Deae  Sie,— Perhaps  a  description  of  how  I  tie  on  my 
eyed  flies,  aided  by  a  rough  drawing,  may  be  of  service  ? 
I  pass  the  end  oftbe  gut  through  the  eye,  take  a  turn 
arnnnd  the  gut  at  A,  and  two  turns  (two  for  extra  safety) 
at  B  ;  draw  the  end  0  until  a  circle  ia  formed  at  A,  then 


draw  the  circle  at  A  over  the  eye  of  the  hook  and  pull 
tight.  Thin  mav  be  the  Turle  knot.  It  is  easy  to  tie,  and 
there  is  nothing  like  a  hitch  resnltinjr  from  it. 

My  pxperieroe  is  that  there  is  nothintr  like  eyed  hooks 
from  the  prints  of  view  rf  reliability  and  durability.  You 
can  wet  and  change  your  fly  as  often  as  yon  please,  and  it 
is  flp  pood  as  ever.  Stored  gut,  however  you  may  keep  it, 
will  deteriorate  I  do  not  understand,  though,  why 
flies  to  gut  are  rot  always  made  on  eyed  hooks,  and  thf  n 
they  would  suit  everybody.  J.  H.  B. 


TO  GET  GREASE  OUT  OF  FEATHERS. 

Dear  Sie, — With  all  dpference  to  the  high  authority 
yon  qaote  on  the  above  PuVject.  I  think  your  oorreppordent 
will  tind  that  if  he  washes  the  fpathera  in  a  eolation  of 
carbonate  of  potash  the  grease  will  be  abstrected  nuih 
qnioVer,  and  equally,  if  not  more  thoroughly,  than  by 
U8i"g  one  of  alum. 

In  case  your  correspondent  is  a  novice  at  this  work,  will 
yr^u  kindlv  allow  me  space  to  add  these  instructions  for  his 
her  e'lt :  Make  a  solution  of  two  drachma  of  carbonate  of 
potath  to  one  pint  of  cild  water,  ard  well  wash  the 
material  in  it,  rinse  in  c^ld  water,  immerse  in  the  dye 
bath,  again  rinse  well  in  cold  wa^er^atd  finally  simmer  it 
in  a  mordant  of  alnm  for  five  minutes. — I  am,  &o. . 

  F.  M.  L. 

A  NOTE  FROM  THE  BANN. 

Deae  Sir, — I  have  invented  a  new  salmon  fly  that  has 
taken  fish  in  low,  clear  water  all  over  the  west  of  Ireland 
when  no  other  would.  It  is  capital,  too,  in  Scotland  on 
the  Dee  and  many  other  rivers.  As  soon  as  I  get  a  few 
dressed  I  will  send  yru  some  to  see.'i— Yours  very  truly, 

Raahaik'n.  oo  Antrim.  Daniel  O'Fee. 

P.8. — If  yon  know  any  of  your  friends  who  would  want 
a  week's  capital  fronting  let  them  come  to  Kilrea  at  once, 
as  the  river  is  full  of  large  fish. 


AN  AIR  TIGHT  FLY  BOX. 

Sib,— I  shonld  be  much  obliged  if  yon  or  any  of  your 
readers  could  tell  me  where  I  could  buy  an  air-tight  fly 
box  for  flifs  tifd  to  gut. 

I  hive  heard  of  snoh  a  book  or  box,  which  is,  I  under- 
stand, made  of  ordinary  parchment  pocketed  leaves, 
bound  into  a  tin  box,  similar  to  an  e^ed  fly  box. 
'  I  have  ruined  books  by  unoonPOiouHly  wading  in  too 
deep,  and  letting  the  water  ooze  through  my  basket,  till 
the  book  has  become  perfectly  sodden.   My  flies  in  many 


cases  have  been  destroyed  by  moths,  and  the  tinsel  hu 
become  tarnished  due  to  the  book  not  being  air-tight. 

All  these  disadvantagps  woulH  be,  I  imagine,  surmounted 
by  an  air-tight  tin  box  such  as  I  hive  described  abova. 

I  have  little  d  ubt  that  others  besides  myself  are  dis- 
Bitiffind  with  the  ordinary  leither  book,  and  so  I  hope  this 
innovation,  if  such  it  be,  may  be  of  sjme  slight  general 
interest.— Yours  truly,  F.  B.  8. 

FISHING  AT  SLAPTON  LEY. 
Deae  Sir. — I  wna  much  astoniphed  at  the  article  re 
Slap'on  Ley  in  Fishing  Oazette  of  April  28  Do  I  under- 
stat'd  that  fishing  in  close  time  is  allowed  there  ?  And,  if 
so,  I  am  very  anxious  to  see  what  excuse  "  J.  B  -L."  will 
make  for  his  most  unpportsmanlike  action  in  oitching 
them.  It  is  all  nonpense  to  try  and  make  out  that  the  fish 
have  finished  spawning.  The  very  fact  that  "  thousmdi 
upon  thousards "  of  perch  are  to  be  seen  in  a  "  small 
stream  "  i«  a  pretty  plain  proof  to  me  that  they  are  doing 
so  now. — Yours  truly,  .      Ernest  B.  Young. 

NEW  BROGUE  AND  BOOT  STUD. 

Sib, — Your  editorial  note  to  Mr.  G.  H.  Matthews's 
letter,  in  which  you  say:  "  Nothing  but  the  actual  wear 
and  tear  of  a  seaton's  fishii  g  on  a  rooky  river  can  settle 
the  question  as  to  whether  Mr.  Matthews's  idea  will  prove 
as  good  in  practice  as  it  certainly  seems  to  us  to  he  in 
theory,"  puts  the  whole  question  into  a  nutshell.  There 
is  nothing  new  under  the  sun,  and  the  idea  <  f  having  nailg 
to  be  screwed  or  otherwise  fitted  into  scokets  is  a  very  old 
one,  having  been  trind  as  far  back  as  the  sixties  by  Mr. 
Geo.  Woolgar,  of  Ludgate  Hill,  and  for  more  reasons  than 
one  utterlv  failed.  First  the  nails  broke  off,  and, 
blocking  the  srcket,  were  most  difiBoult  to  remove, 
and  the  plates,  &c.  making  the  brogues  expensive,  tley 
wnre  soon  diacirded.  Second— In  February  1876,  the  Wye 
Brogue  made  its  appeararce.  This  brogue  took  Mr.  John 
Hotchkiss,  of  Builtb,  over  six  years  to  perfect.  Iron 
plates  were  fixed  outside  the  s«le,  into  which  were  screwed 
nails  with  spiked  heads  Very  few  of  these  brogtea  were 
sold  owing  to  the  great  expense  they  entailed,  each  nail 
costing  Is.  The  fallowing  is  an  excraot  from  a  weU< 
known  paper  at  this  peri<  d,  and  ran  as  follows;  "For 
fishing  rivers  wirh  rocky  bittoms,  and  especially  those 
often  covered  with  slimy  mud  after  a  spate  and  as  slippery 
as  ice,  on  which  nei'her  the  ordinary  nails  or  common  felt 
soles  have  much  hold." 

A  thin  plate  cairied  along  the  entire  inner  sole,  into 
which  the  ordinary  hob  nail  is  securely  clenched,  has  been 
found  to  answer  Thii  idea  has  stood  fairly  well  having 
bfen  brr^nght  f  ut  by  Mr.  Woolgar.  from  Land  and  Water, 
March  25,  1876.  This  idea  was  my  own.  Trusting  Mr. 
Matthews  vtitl  succed  in  perfecting  his  idea,  but  the  nails 
must  be  guaranteed  not  to  break  in  the  socket,  and  above 
all  must  add  but  little  to  the  c^st,  previous  failures  having 
b>en  caused  by  one  or  other  <  f  these  driiwbaoks. — Yours 
truly,  P.  Malcom  (Wader  Maker). 

3  Green-street,  Leicester-- quare. 

[Wb  do  not  think  there  ia  mnch  fear  of  th<»  f crews  Mr. 
Geo.  B.  Matthews  sent  us  breaking  off  short,  as  his  solid 
sooket  protects  the  whole  of  the  screw  except  the  head. 
-Ed.]  


REVIEW  OF  LAST  SEASON'S  SPORT  AT 
ALTNACEALGACH. 


As  the  trouting  season  is  now  opening  in  this  quarter, 
it  may  be  of  interest  to  anglers  to  give  a  summary  of  last 
year's  baskets,  vvhich  were  as  follows  : 


May  yielded 
June  „ 
July  ,, 
■Aug.  „ 
Sept.  „ 

Totals 


Ferox. 

lb. 

Trout. 

lb. 

220  ... 

E8 

,  21 

..  41  .. 

....  7182  ... 

2158 

.  6 

....  8725  ... 

11293 

.  1 

.,    34  .. 

....  8810  .... 

ism 

288  , 

162| 

.  28 

65f  . 

.  15,170 

..  4714 

Of  the  highest  individual  baskets  for  one  day  forty-yii 
ranged  from  tli'ty  to  forty  trout,  thirty-eight  froin  f  rty 
to  titty  trout,  sixteen  from  fifty  to  pixty  trout,  nineteen 
from  eighty  to  100,  and  thirteen  from  100  up  vards. 

The  following  statement  will  show  at  a  glance  the  takes 
of  the  past  five  seasons : 

Ton.  owt.  qr.  lb. 

1895  —Total  fish   16,369  aggregating   2     9     2  9 

1896  —       „        16  348        „  2     6     3  10 

1897.  —       „        10  669         „  1    10     1  23 

1898.  -       „        14  700        „  1    19     1  U 

1899.  —       .,        16,198         .,  2   11     3  lOJ 

10    18     0  3} 


Total  in  five  years  71 184 
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Occasional  notes. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Is  Horseflesh  Bad  as  Food  foe  Trout  ? 

A  MONTH  or  two  ago  I  referred  to  the  question 
of  rearing  trout  on  horseflesh,  pointing  out  that 
some  of  the  best  and  most  sucx^ssful  German 
trout  breeders — including  Herr  Jaffe — are  in 
revolt  against  the  system  of  feeding  fish  on  liver, 
horseflesh,  and,  indeed,  flesh  of  any  domestic 
animal.  Herr  Jaffe  strongly  advises  the  use  of 
prepared  fish  food  as  better,  cheaper,  more  healthy, 
and  more  suitable  food  on  which  to  rear  trout. 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  Allgemeine  Fischerei 
Zeitung  (No.  7,  Vol.  XXV.)  another  well-known 
'fiflh  breeder,  Herr  von  Dieszner,  of  Janikow,  deals 
with  this  most  important  question.  I  need  not 
give  the  whole  article,  but  here  are  some  startling 
statements  from  it : 

"  Trout  and  char  which  have  been  fed  regularly 
on  nothing  but  horseflesh  develop  diseased  ovaries, 
and  as  soon  as  they  are  old  enough  to  spawn, 
instead  of  producing  healthy  eggs  the  latter  are 
abtolutely  useless,  and  often  cannot  even  be  called 
eggs  at  all,  being  little  more  than  shells." 

Even  with  the  hardy  rainbow  trout,  which 
appears  to  feed  and  grow  faster  than  our  own 


trout,  the  same  result  is  said  to  take  place,  only 
in  an  even  more  marked  degree.  Out  of  ten  two- 
year-old  hen  rainbows  eight  were  perfectly  barren 
from  egg  disease.  The  writer  of  the  article  first 
wrote  to  Hen*  Jaffe  to  ask  him  if  he  could  suggest 
any  cause  for  the  disease,  and  Herr  Jaffe  finally 
ascribpd  it  to  the  unnatural  food  on  which  the  fish 
had  been  fed  (two-thirds  boiled  horseflesh  and  one- 
third  boiled  potatoes).  Herr  Dieszner  then  sent 
some  of  the  trout  aff«cted  in  the  manner  described 
to  Professor  Hofer,  of  the  biological  station  of 
the  German  Fisheries  Union  at  Munich.  Dr. 
Hofer  reported  that  examination  of  the  ovaries  of 
the  fish  showed  abnormal  egg  formation  through- 
out. This  unnatural  condition  of  the  eggs  was 
not  caused  by  any  specific  disease  producer 
(bacteria  or  other  parasites),  but,  from  analogy 
with  previous  cases  of  the  same  kind,  was  due 
simply  to  improper  feeding.  Dr.  Hofer  says  th&t 
the  cause  of  this  sterile  condition  of  artificially 
bred  trout — and  particularly  rainbow  trout — has 
been  repeatedly  traced  to  overfeeding  on  horse- 
flesh, or  food  rich  in  carbon  hydrate  like  potatoes. 
He  advises  the  use  of  horseflesh  as  food  to  be 
avoided,  and  fish  food  employed,  i.e.,  fish  very 
finely  minced. 

The  writer  of  the  article  hopes  that  others  who 
may  have  had  similar  experiences  of  the  effect  of 
horseflesh  will  make  them  known  in  the  general 
interest. 

It  certainly  is  most  important  that  this  question 
should  be  thoroughly  sifted.  It  may  well  be 
possible  that  other  imperfections  found  so  often 
in  fish  supplied  by  fish  breeders  are  caused  by 
unsuitable  food.  1  refer  chiefly  to  the  unsightly, 
defective  gill  covers  and  abnormal  jaw  formations 
found  in  artificially-bred  trout.  On  Friday  and 
Saturday  last  week  I  fished  on  two  trout  streams 
in  Hertfordshire  which  had  both  been  artificially 
stocked.  Five  fish  out  of  over  ten  brace  looked 
as  if  haK  the  gill  covers  has  been  cut  off  with  a 
scissors,  showing  the  red  gUls.  In  one  fish  the 
gUl  was  protruding  in  a  mass  like  a  bit  of  red 
sponge.  In  two  of  the  fish  the  under  jaw,  instead 
of  being  oval,  was  pointed  sharply,  and  crooked, 
as  though  the  jaw  had  been  pinched  together  with 
tweezers.  The  rest  of  the  fish  seemed  to  be 
healthy  in  every  respect.  In  their  own  interests 
fish  breeders  should  give  their  men  strict  orders  to 
destroy  all  fish  which  show  any  blemishes,  and  never 
to  send  them  to  customers,  or  even  give  them  away. 
This  information  from  Germany  about  sterility 
among  horse-fed  fish  is  even  more  important,  and 
may  go  far  to  account  for  the  want  of  success 
which  so  often  attends  attempts  to  get  up  a  stock 
of  trout  by  putting  in  artificially-bred  trout  in  the 
hope  that  they  will  increase  and  multiply.  If 
Herr  Jaffe  will  kindly  give  us  a  short  precise 
account  of  how  to  prepare  fish  food  made  from 
fish,  we  shall  all  be  much  obliged  to  him.  I  have 
already  been  asked  by  gentlemen  who  have 
rearing  ponds  in  connection  with  their  fishings, 
how  this  substitute  for  the  disgusting  dead-horse 
mincing  business  can  be  arranged,  and  have 
promised  to  help  them  if  possible. 

Rainbows  in  Scotch  Lochs. 

Knowing  that  Mr.  John  McFadyen,  proprietor 
of  the  Cuilfail  Hotel  at  Kilmelford,  near  Loch- 
gilphead, N.B.,  had  for  some  years  stocked  his 
lochs  with  rainbows,  I  thought  I  would  ask  him  a 
few  questions  about  them,  and  he  has  kindly 
replied  as  follows : 

"  Mr.  Marston — Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of 
yours  of  the  26th  inst.,  and  in  reply  beg  to  enclose 
the  following  in  answer  to  your  queries : 

1.  When  first  put  in  ? — About  three  years  ago 
as  yearlings. 

2.  Size  of  the  largest  now  ? — The  largest  killed 
as  yet  weighed  31b.  6oz.  About  the  last  week  of 
June,  1899. 

3.  Do  you  think  them  better  than  our  own 
trout,  and,  if  so,  in  what  way  ? — Yes,  decidedly, 
as  they  mature  much  more  rapidly  in  these 
waters — whereas  our  own  trout  don't  grow  as  big 
in  these  lakes. — Yours  truly, 

John  McFadten. 


Two  New  Fly  Boxes. 
To  anyone  affected  with  a  mania  for  "  collect- 
ing," and  in  want  of  a  new  subject,  I  would 
recommend  the  artificial  fly  box  and  gut  cast  box. 
The  amount  of  ingenuity  which  has  been  devoted 


to  this  question  is  astonishing,  and  yet  every 
season  something  new  is  brought  out.  The 
superlative  advantage  of  any  tin  box  with  a  tight- 
fitting  lid  for  holding  flies  is  that  moths  cannot 
get  in. 

I  give  here  illustrations  of  two  fly  boxes  of  new 
design,  brought  out  by  Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co., 
Ltd.,  of  137,  St.  John-street-road,  London.  The 
first  is   "  The  Mackenzie  Cast  Damper  Box " 


(registered),  invented  by  Mr.  James  Mackenzie,  of 
Dublin,  price  3s.  6d.  Unlike  the  ordinary  damper, 
the  felt  sheets  are  fixed  top  and  bottom,  and  are 
so  placed  that  a  well  is  left  in  centre  of  box  for 
flies,  that  may  be  attached  to  cast,  the  flies  thus 
being  kept  dry.  This  is  managed  by  means  of 
small  slits  in  side  of  well.  The  box  is  capable  of 
holding  and  effectually  damping  from  one  to  two 
dozen  casts. 

It  is  only  fin.  in  thickness  and  Sin.  in  diameter, 
so  takes  up  but  little  space,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
boxes  for  holding  and  damping  casts  I  have  ever 
seen.  The  centre  compartment  could  be  used  for 
holding  a  few  dozen  flies  on  eyed  hooks,  or  for 
flies  on  gut.  In  the  case  of  eyed  hooks  1  find  it  a 
capital  plan  to  cut  circular  slips  of  paper,  and  fix 
the  flies  in  round  the  edge.  By  having  a  series  of 
three  or  four,  in  different  sizes,  you  can  put  the 
largest  at  the  bottom  and  the  others  in  order  over 
it.  A  V-shaped  cut  in  centre  of  paper  serves  to 
lift  it  by.  Mr.  Geo.  Holland's  plan  of  sending 
out  flies  gave  me  the  idea,  but  he  sends  the  flies 
loose  between  the  slips  of  paper  instead  of  stick- 
ing the  flies  round  the  edge,  which  saves  them 
being  lost  in  opening  the  box  in  a  breeze. 

The  other  box  is  "  The  Spiral  Trout  Fly  Box  " 
(protected),  which  will  hold  eight  dozen  gut  flies. 


size  of  box  4in.  by  lin.  ce  p.  The  advantages 
claimed  for  it  by  the  inventor,  Mr.  S.  B.  Long,  of 
Dunmere,  Bodmin,  are :  "  AU  flies  seen  at  a 
glance ;    each   fly   can   be   removed  without 
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disarranging  the  others.  Flies  secure  in  windy 
weather,  not  crushed,  has  a  place  for  spare  gut 
lines,  a  compartment  for  waxed  thread,  vaseline, 
ic,  a  fly  extractor,  will  go  in  the  breast  pocket, 
and  last  a  lifetime."  Messrs.  Carter  supply  this 
box  post  free  for  4s.  3d. 


Something  Like  a  Grating  Wanted. 
A  correspondent  asks  me  if  I  "  happen  to  know 
of  any  satisfactory  grating  which  will  prevent  fish 
from  going  downstream  and  will  allow  them  to 
come  up." 

That  would  be  a  grating !  If  such  a  thing 
exists  I  have  never  heard  of  it,  and  yet  it  would 
sell  like  hot  cakes.   


The  New  York  Evening  Journal  is  responsible 
for  this  very  circumstantial  fish  story :  "  The 
village  water  mains  at  Goshen,  N.Y.,  have  been 
choked  by  catfish  for  a  month  or  more,  and  the 
water  commissioners  are  sorely  tried.  The  fish 
are  about  6in.  long.  Pecks  of  them  are  daily 
flushed  out  from  the  fire  hydrants  into  the  sti'eets. 
The  leading  newspaper  has  been  delayed  in 
publication  by  fish  which  plugged  its  water 
motor.  The  lOin.  feed  pipe  of  the  Erie  Railroad 
water  tank  has  been  stopped  up  four  times  daily, 
and  engines  have  been  compelled  to  run  to  Grey- 
court,  seven  miles  away,  to  fill  their  boilers. 
Bushels  of  fish  gush  from  the  tank's  feed  pipe 
and  are  gathered  up  by  the  residents.  Friday  is 
their  busy  day.  The  fish  come  from  the  reservoir 
two  miles  away.  They  enter  the  mains  in  schools 
when  very  small  through  a  double  netting  of  fine 
copper  wire.  There  they  grow  too  large  to  return, 
and  in  about  one  year  after  entering  the  mains 
they  appear  in  the  vUlage.  Plumbers  have  been 
reaping  a  harvest  hooking  out  mangled  fish  from 
mains  leading  to  private  residences.  Lent  being 
over,  the  inhabitants  are  beginning  to  object  to 
the  presence  of  the  fish,  as  water  is  needed  for 
spring  housecleaning." 


SOME  ARCTIC  FISHERIES. 
(Continued  from  page  340.) 

Part  IV. 

Up  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  century 
writers  agreed  that  the  herring  family  had  its 
winter  rendezvous  in  the  frozen  waters  of  the 
north,  and  only  condescended  to  visit  our  shores 
in  order  that  their  ova,  and  subsequent  "  cobs," 
might  have  the  benefit  of  our  warmer  waters  in 
which  to  develop.  They  describe  the  annual 
migration  of  the  species,  which,  they  said,  divided 
in  the  North  Sea  into  battalions,  which  went  to 
England,  Scotland,  and  the  Baltic  coasts,  bringing 
to  the  fishermen  whose  shores  they  neared  a 
harvest  of  untold  value,  for  they  came  only  when 
in  full  roe  and  good  condition,  due  to  the  security 
and  plenteous  food  which  they  had  enjoyed  in 
their  Arctic  home,  where  neither  fish  nor  human 
enemy  could  follow ;  but  all  these  writers  seem 
to  have  overlooked  the  shark,  the  seal,  and  the 
mnjik.  How  this  old  theory  reconciled  itself  to 
the  fact  that  herring  are  taken  in  the  White  Sea 
during  the  same  months  as  on  our  own  coasts 
is  not  shown ;  but  the  fact  remains  that  the 
iridescent  shoals  bring  to  the  Russian  food  and 
roubles  with  as  great  liberality  as  they  do  to  the 
hardy  men  of  Yarmouth. 

Kola,  the  old  capital  of  Russian  Lapland,  was 
until  lately  the  headquarters  of  the  Russian 
herring  trade  in  the  north ;  but  the  very  circum- 
stances which  made  poor  Kola  a  city  of  old  have 
reduced  it  to  a  village  now.  The  town  lies  at  the 
meeting  of  two  rivers,  the  Kola  and  the  Tuloma, 
some  fifty  miles  up  a  gulf,  with  a  shallow, 
changeable,  and  often  frozen  channel,  which  of 
old  rendered  it  a  safe  hiding  place  from  pirates, 
but  now  forms  a  bar  to  the  visits  of  the  steamers 
of  Archangel,  and  has  left  it  stranded,  while 
modem  villages,  such  as  Soroka  and  Ekaterinski, 
situated  nearer  to  the  ocean,  reap  the  benefit. 

An  old  cathedral,  with  many  beautiful  ikons, 
and  the  remains  of  fortifications,  built  as  a 
protection  against  pirates,  and  at  times  police — 
for  the  town  was  the  refuge  of  Old  Believers  who 
fled  from  the  persecution  of  Alexis  and  Peter,  are 
the  most  interesting  parts  of  Kola  to-day. 

Russian  statistics  give  100,000  pouds  (aver  1500 
tons;  as  the  amount  of  herring  annually  taken  in 
the  White  Sea,  much  of  which   is  despatebed 


southward  and  exchanged  for  corn,  the  one  great 
want  of  Arctic  man.  Two  distinct  seasons  exist 
for  catching  herring  in  the  White  Sea,  the  summer 
and  the  autumn ;  both  are  short,  and  the  men 
must  work  by  day  as  well  as  by  night  while  the 
fish  are  in.  In  the  first  seasoo,  which  begins 
almost  as  soon  as  the  ice  breaks  up,  only  small, 
lean  fish  are  taken,  with  little  roe,  and  are  mostly 
consumed  by  the  catchers  themselves,  for  food 
has  run  short  after  the  long  winter.  In  the 
second,  which  runs  from  the  middle  of  August 
to  the  end  of  September,  the  fish  are  in  full  roe 
and  fine  flavour,  and  are  taken  in  very  large 
numbers,  and  feteh  good  prices,  varying  from 
2^d.  to  6d.  per  small  ban-el  of  271b.,  when  salted, 
or  from  2s.  to  5s.  per  thousand  when  simply 
dried. 

They  are  taken  in  drag  nets  of  huge  length, 
generally  owned  by  peasant  co-operative 
societies,  or  by  whole  village  communities. 
One  form  of  net  is  fastened  by  one  end  to  a  post 
on  the  shore,  at  one  side  of  the  entrance  to  some 
small  river  or  creek,  and  from  this  starting  point 
is  payed  out  by  a  boat,  which  works  down  stream 
and  then  curves  up  and  so  returns  to  the  post,  in 
such  a  way  that  the  net  forms  a  large  crescent, 
which — as  the  net  is  held  perpendicular  by  stones 
and  floats,  and  as  herring  swim  near  the  surface 
— encloses  practically  all  fish  round  which  the 
boat  has  passed.  It  is  then  unfastened  from  the 
post  and  draiwn  ashore  by  men,  women,  and 
children,  sometimes  aided  by  horses,  by  both  its 
ends.  The  fish — of  many  sorts  beside  herring — 
are  taken  out,  the  net  cleaned,  and  the  process 
repeated.  The  working  of  this  simple  contrivance 
is  aided  by  frightening  the  fish  into  the  area  to  be 
surrounded  by  means  of  boats,  whose  rowers 
splash  the  water  with  their  oars  by  day, 
or  by  night  lure  the  shoal  to  its  doom  with 
torches  made  of  bundles  of  splinters  soaked  in 
seal  oil.  In  winter  somewhat  the  same  principle 
is  applied  underneath  the  ice  by  cutting  holes  some 
10ft.  apart  in  a  large  oval  track,  and  passing  the 
net  underneath  the  ice  from  hole  to  hole  by  means 
of  long  hooks,  like  our  boathooks,  and  subsequently 
dragging  it  out  at  a  large  square  hole  from  which 
blocks  of  ice  have  been  bodily  removed.  Such 
winter-caught  fish  feteh  high  prices ;  for  the  snow 
enables  them  to  be  transported  to  Archangel,  and 
sold  there  in  the  large  fish  market.  A  second 
method  employed  during  the  season  of  open 
water  is  to  erect,  at  low  tide,  a  semicircular  bar  of 
stakes  and  brushwood — creeping  birch  or  willow 
— with  its  concavity  towards  the  shore,  and  simply 
wait  untU  the  fall  of  the  next  tide,  when  various 
fishes  may  be  found  enclosed  therein,  and  the 
children  wade  in  and  take  them  in  landing  nets. 

Although  not  an  "  Arctic,"  but  a  southern  and 
central  fishery,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  refer 
here  to  the  methods  in  vogue  for  catohing  the 
royal  sturgeon,  for  the  appliances  used  demon- 
strate well  the  simple,  yet  effective,  artifices  by 
which  fishers,  who  care  nothing  for  the  future, 
have  brought  about  a  decline  in  the  yearly  cateh 
of  almost  every  kind  of  fish.  Two  systems  exist, 
and  both  depend  upon  the  fact  that  every  spring 
the  sturgeon  migrates  up  the  rivers  to  spawn  ;  and 
it  is  hard  to  say  which  of  them  is  the  most 
destructive  to  the  real  interests  of  both  fish  and 
fisherman.  In  one,  enclosures  are  built  at  some 
place  where  the  banks  of  a  river  converge, 
consisting  of  three  piles,  driven  well  into  the  mud, 
on  which  the  sturgeon  feeds,  in  such  a  position  that, 
when  two  of  them  are  joined  by  a  fence  of  willow 
wattles,  they  shall  form  a  triangle  whose  base  is 
open  to  the  sea — from  whence  comes  the  fish — 
but  whose  closed-in  apex  points  up  stream.  A 
series  of  these  piles,  placed  zig-zag  from  bank  to 
bank,  leave  the  ascending  sturgeon  no  chance 
but  to  enter  at  the  base  of  one  or  other  of  the 
triangles,  and  once  in  he  finds  the  way  blocked, 
tries  to  turn  in  the  narrow  angle,  but  cannot  do 
80  on  account  of  his  length,  which  is  often  6ft., 
and  hence  soon  falls  a  victim  to  the  harpoon  of 
the  watchful  peasant,  for  this  fish  seems  to  have 
either  no  power  or  no  idea  of  backing  water. 

The  second  method,  hardly  less  wholesale,  con- 
sists of  a  vast  bag  net  kept  open  by  hoops  of  iron, 
which  decrease  in  diameter,  and  so  form  a  cone- 
shaped  trap  of  many  yards  length.  To  the 
largest  hoop,  or  entrance,  large  wings  of  small 
mesh  netting  are  attached  and  held  open  by 
means  of  ropes  made  fast  to  posts,  the  mesh 
being  far  too  small  to  admit  even  the  head  of  the 
sturgeon.     He  is  led,  when  trying  to  seek  a 


passage  by  which  to  pass  upstream,  to  the  central 
hoop,  and  so  into  the  trap,  the  conical  end  of 
which  must  be  opened  to  take  out  the  prey. 
Sterlet  are  taken  with  rod  and  line  in  some 
rivers,  and  as  they  are  ground  feeders,  who  lout 
about  in  the  mud  with  their  long  snouts  for  food, 
the  common  earth  worm  forms  the  usual  bait  for 
their  small  and  toothless  mouths.  Another 
method  of  slaying  the  royal  sturgeon  is  often 
practised  on  the  rivers  of  Southern  Tzarland, 
especially  by  poachers  on  private  stretches  of 
water.  A  very  strong  rope,  often  more  than  half 
a  mile  in  length,  is  laid  along  the  bottom,  zig- 
zag, from  side  to  side,  and  secured  with  anchors 
or  stakes;  from  this  main  line  short  offsets  of 
stout  cord  branch  at  intervals  of  from  three  to 
five  yards.  At  the  ends  of  these  thinner  and 
shorter  lines  are  fastened  hooks,  baited  with 
earth  worms,  or,  better,  the  soft  insides  of  shell 
fish.  The  hooks  are  generally  double  and  made 
of  brass,  which  must  be  sharpened  with  a  file 
frequently  lest  they  become  too  blunt  to  hook. 
Once  a  day,  or  even  twice,  this  line  is  lifted,  and 
the  fish  stunned  by  striking  on  the  head  with  a 
wooden  mallet,  after  which  the  mouth  is  force^ 
open  with  a  wedge,  the  hook  removed  and  roM 
baited.  This  removal  is  often  no  easy  matterj 
for  the  sturgeon  swallows  the  bait  right  downJ 
so  that  as  often  as  not  he  is  hooked  by  the 
stomach  or  throat  as  by  the  mouth.  Sterlet  are 
also  taken  through  ice,  both  by  spearing  and  by 
bag  nets  in  frames,  like  giant  landing  nets,  let 
down  through  holes,  and  in  rivers  where  the  eye 
of  the  police  is  far  away — or  purposely  looking 
the  other  way — in  traps  set  in  gaps  left  in  weirs 
built  during  the  previous  summer  of  osiers  and 
stakes. 

The  flesh  of  the  sturgeon  is  smoked  or  salted, 
and  in  one  or  other  of  these  forms  takes  the 
place  of  meat  during  the  fasts,  of  which  the 
already  poorly  fed  peasant  has  so  many  during 
the  ecclesiastical  year.  The  vahie  of  the  sturgeon . 
lies  not  so  much  in  the  flesh  as  in  the  roe  and 
air  bladder,  from  which  caviar  and  isinglass 
are  respectively  obtained,  both  of  which  com- 
modities do  much  to  fill  the  mouths  and 
pockets  of  the  Cossacks  and  peasants  of 
the  south.  Many  qualities  of  caviar  occur 
in  the  Russian  market;  they  differ  more  in 
fineness  than  in  any  other  respect ;  thus,  in  the 
common  or  pressed  variety,  the  roe — which  is  not 
always  entirely  that  of  sturgeon — is  only 
cleansed  from  the  coarsest  of  the  fibrous  cords 
and  membranes  with  which  it  is  invested,  and 
mixed  with  salt,  before  being  dried  for  a  day  in 
the  sun,  and  trodden  down  into  barrels.  While 
in  a  slightly  dearer  quality  it  is  salted  and 
squeezed  through  a  sieve,  to  separate  more  of  the 
fibrous  parts ;  and,  in  the  very  best  sorts,  only  the 
roe  of  quite  young  sturgeon  are  used,  and  instead 
of  having  the  salt  rubbed  into  them  are  steeped 
in  brine,  by  hanging  in  bags  or  tanks  with  small 
holes  in  the  bottom,  and  letting  it  percolate 
through,  after  which  it  is  pressed  and  wrung  dry 
in  the  bags,  dried  in  the  sun,  and  either  packed  in 
small  casks  or — more  often  nowadays — tinned. 
This  best  variety,  therefore,  tastes  much  less  salt 
than  the  commoner  kinds,  and  may  be  recognised 
by  that  fact,  and  by  being  of  a  dark  reddish  brown 
colour,  very  dry,  and  with  the  eggs  separate  and 
free  from  membrane  and  stringy  parts.  Although 
the  best  of  Russia's  caviar  is  made  by  the  Ural 
Cossacks,  the  south  has  no  monopoly  of  its 
manufacture ;  for  a  very  eatable  and  saleable 
variety  is  made  in  the  far  north,  and  known  there 
as  "  Kraffnaia  ikra " ;  it  is  got  from  the  roe  of 
salmon  and  many  other  fish,  and  is  sometimes 
of  a  pale  yellow,  and  sometimes  of  a  light  red 
colour,  according  to  the  fish  it  is  taken  from. 
The  peasants  eat  it  upon  the  sour  black  bread 
which  is  their  stable  article  of  diet,  soused  in 
vinegar,  or  with  melted  butter  and  a  sort  of 
pancake,  on  which  they  gorge  during  "  Butter 
Week,"  the  week  preceding  Lent.  Its  preparation 
is  very  simple,  for  the  roe  is  simply  washed,  and 
beaten  with  salt,  stripped  of  its  membranous 
covering,  beaten  with  little  canes,  and  tightly 
pressed  down  into  small  birch  bark  casks. 

Several  appliances  for  taking  fish — mixtures  of 
nets,  lines,  and  traps — are  to  be  found  in 
the  rivers  of  the  north,  which  as  they  catch, 
with  perfect  indifference,  any  species  of  fish 
which  come  within  their  rapacious  mouths,  cannot 
very  well  be  classified  under  the  head  of  their 
victims,  as  were  those  previously  mentioned.  Of 
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these  the  "  zabor,"  or  fence  trap  of  Russian  Lap- 
land, and  the  similar  contrivances  in  use  in 
Mezen,  are  good  examples,  for,  although  their 
first  object  is  to  catch  the  large,  but  very  white 
and  flabby  salmon  who  has  passed  the  winter  in 
the  still  waters  of  the  lakes,  on  his  return  to  the 
sea,  they  also  land  pike  and  many  other  fish 
while  swimming  down  stream.  They  consist  of 
a  breakwater  of  stout  poles,  imbeded  in  some 
shallow  rivulet,  joined  by  a  network  of  any  avail- 
able material,  such  as  willow  wattles,  with  but  one 
doorway  left  open  in  the  middle,  which  leads 
into  an  enclosed  yard  of  network  and  posts. 
Sometimes  these  nets,  called  "morda,"  can  be 
raised  or  lowered  by  means  of  pulleys  or  levers 
worked  from  a  platform  or  bridge,  built  on  the 
top  of  the  poles  which  support  the  nets ;  but  if 
this  mechanism  be  too  much  trouble  to  construct, 
the  peasant  simply  lands  the  fish  from  the  yard 
in  a  huge  landing  net,  or  sticks  him  with  a  long 
gafP.  The  object  of  this  structure  is  just  the 
reverse  of  that  of  the  sturgeon  trap,  for  it  takes 
only  fish  attempting  to  pass  down  stream,  while 
the  sturgeon  is  captured  on  his  way  up. 

The  great  lakes,  of  which  the  province  of  Arch- 
angel contains  such  an  enormous  number,  also 
yield  large  quantities  of  trout,  pike,  perch,  eels, 
prout,  carp,  and  dace,  which  are  taken  by  simple 


weirs  erected  alike  by  tradesman  and  farmer, 
boatman  and  cattle  raiser,  no  one  of  whom  would 
call  himself  a  regular  "  fisherman." 

Of  late  years  a  splendid  work  has  been  done  by 
the  Government  in  opening  schools  of  fishery 
and  circulating  books  on  the  subject,  and  so 
trying  to  awake  in  the  peasant  mind  an  intelligent 
interest  in  the  valuable  fisheries  with  which  his 
native  land  is  so  richly  endowed.  In  other 
directions,  too,  has  the  Government  fostered  the 
fisheries,  as  by  the  supply  of  salt,  at  cheap  rates, 
in  regions  where  it  is  scarce,  to  enable  him  to 
improve  the  primitive  methods  of  curing  now  in 
vogue ;  and  by  the  advance  of  small  sums  to 
village  associations  with  the  object  of  saving 
them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  owners  of 
boats  and  nets,  who  pay  them  small  amounts 
during  the  winter  on  the  security  of  next  year's 
catch,  so  that  if  there  be  no  catch  the  borrowers 
at  once  become  little  more  than  slaves  to  the 
owner.  Laws  have  been  passed  tending  to 
regulate  and  preserve  the  fisheries,  and  suppress 
many  of  the  engines  of  destruction  which  I  have 
enumerated ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  these 
wise  measures  can  be  enforced  in  a  province  like 
Archangel,  which  touches  both  the  frontiers  of 
Norway  and  the  Ural  Mountains,  and  whose  area 
exceeds   that  of   Great    Britain   and  France 


Ven.  :  "  Come,  Sir,  with  all  my  heart,  for  I 
begin  to  be  hungry,  and  long  to  be  at  it,  and, 
indeed,  to  rest  myself  too;  for  though  1  have 
walked  but  four  miles  this  morning,  yet  I  Vjegln 
to  be  weary;  yesterday's  hunting  hangs  still 
upon  me." 

Pisc. :  "  Well,  Sir,  and  you  shall  quickly  be  at 
rest ;  for  yonder  is  the  house  I  mean  to  bring  you 
to.  Come,  hostess,  how  do  you  ?  Will  you  first 
give  us  a  cup  of  your  best  drink,  and  then  dress 
this  chub  as  you  dressed  my  last,  when  I  and  my 
friend  were  here  about  eight  or  ten  days  agoi' 
But  you  must  do  me  one  courtesy— it  must  be 
done  instantly." 


FISH  PASSES  IN  NORWAY. 


Although  each  of  the  rivers  and  fosses 
referred  to  may  not  be  known  to  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  all  work  which  has  for  its  object 
the  further  opening  up  to  migratory  fish  of  inland 
water  systems  must  be  of  interest  to  salmon 
anglers,  who  are  becoming  more  and  more 
cramped  for  space  upon  which  to  exercise  their 
skill.  What  the  Norwegian  fishery  inspector  in 
his  most  recently  published  report  therefore 
says,  with  reference  to  salmon  passes  or  ladders, 
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From  a  drawing  hi] 

contrivances  such  as  the  "kevod,"  a  bag  net, 
worked  from  a  boat,  and  into  which  fish  are 
frightened  by  splashing  the  water  behind  them. 
Even  on  these  inland  lakes  hooks  are  seldom 
used,  for  they  are  very  expensive,  and,  being 
generally  made  of  brass,  are  neither  very  sharp 
nor  very  effective,  and  so  are  looked  upon  as  more 
trouble  than  they  are  worth  by  a  peasantry 
accustomed  to  the  wholesale  methods  I  have 
attempted  to  describe  so  shortly.  The  labour  of 
pulling  up  one  fish  at  a  time  can  seem  but  poorly 
requited  by  a  man  who  has  worked  at  a  salmon 
weir. 

Russian  official  statistics  give  —  probably 
correctly — the  number  of  men  regularly  employed 
within  the  empire  as  fishermen  at  half  a  million, 
but  there  are  few  peasants  who  do  not  spend  some 
portion  of  the  year  at  one  or  other  of  the  various 
fisheries.  Agriculture  and  cattle  rearing,  in  the 
north,  do  not  make  heavy  claims  upon  man's 
time,  for  what  work  is  done  at  them  is  mostly 
undertaken  by  the  women,  and  so  the  mujik  is 
generally  free,  and  always  willing,  to  turn  his 
thoughts  from  the  somewhat  unremunerative 
land  to  the  ever  fruitful  waters  which  smrround 
and  pass  through  it.  Few  Russians  work  con- 
tinnously  at  any  one  trade,  and  fishing  forms  no 
exception  to  the  rule ;  for  nets  are  hauled  and 


WALTON  AT  TROUT  HALL. 

combined,  while  its  population  is  less  than  one 
to  the  square  mile.  Such  a  fishery  wants  a  good 
deal  of  "  preserving." 

Eritest  Ward  Lowrt. 


WALTON  AT  TROUT  HALL. 


We  have  to  thank  Mr.  A.  W.  Cooper,  the 
artist,  for  the  charming  picture  illustrating  a 
scene  from  the  "  Compleat  Angler,"  in  which 
Izaak  Walton  introduces  Venator  to  some  of  the 
charms  of  angling.  We  give  the  well-known  but 
ever  fresh  lines  again  : 

" .  .  .  .  and  to  such  company  I  hope  to 
bring  you  this  night ;  for  at  Trout  Hall,  not  far 
from  this  place,  where  I  purpose  to  lodge 
to-night,  there  is  usually  an  angler  that  proves 
good  company.  And  let  me  tell  you,  good 
company  and  good  discourse  are  the  very  sinews 
of  virtue. 

"I'll  now  lead  you  to  an  honest  ale-house, 
where  we  shall  find  a  cleanly  room,  lavender  in 
the  windows,  and  twenty  ballads  stuck  about  the 
wall :  there  my  hostess,  which  I  may  tell  you  is 
both  cleanly,  and  handsome,  and  civil,  hath 
dressed  many  a  one  for  me  ;  and  shall  now  di-ess 
it  after  my  fashion,  and  I  warrant  it  good  meat." 


[Mr.  A.  W.  Cooper. 

is  worth  quoting,  and  the  following  is  a  free 
translation  thereof :  "  In  the  spring  of  1895  the 
main  embankment  at  the  Kloster  Foss  on  the 
Skien  river  (which,  it  may  be  interpolated,  has  a 
course  of  250  kilometres,  and  drains  nearly  11,()00 
square  kilometres  of  country)  underwent  con- 
siderable repairs,  and  in  connection  therewith  an 
extension  of  the  upper  part  of  the  existing  salmon 
ladder  was  undertaken  at  the  expense  of  the  canal 
company— the  owners — so  that  the  ladder  was 
lengthened  two  metres  above  the  embankment. 
As  it  now  stands,  the  pass,  which  is  on  the  right 
or  southern  side  of  the  foss,  has  a  total  length  of 
about  forty-six  metres,  of  which  about  one  half 
lies  below  '  Fermettedammen,'  with  outlet  at  the 
end  of  the  planking,  which  extends  therefrom 
down  the  river  for  a  distance  of  about  fifteen 
metres,  whilst  the  other  half  extends  upwards 
from  the  dam  along  the  shore.  The  total  fall  in 
the  pass  will,  during  the  water  conditions  which 
prevail  at  the  time  of  year  when  salmon  are 
running,  vary  between  5.4  metres  and  4  6 
metres,  and  may  be  assumed  to  be  only  a  little 
above  the  latter  height— in  other  words,  a  rela- 
tive ascent  of  about  or  slightly  over  one  in  ten. 
The  pass  throughout  its  entire  length  is 
separated  from  the  river  by  a  wall  com- 
posed partly  of  planks  and  partly  of  timber,  whose 
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height  in  regard  to  the  iJood  conditions  above  the 
embankment,  however,  it  has  not  been  found 
possible  to  make  great  enough  to  render  the  pass 
free  from  flooding  when  the  river  comes  down  in 
spate  in  spring  and  early  summer.  The  lower 
part  of  the  pass  (about  two-thirds  of  its  whole 
length)  is  blasted  out  of  the  rock,  so  that  the 
bottom  and  one  side  wall  is  formed  thereof.  On 
the  other  hand  the  upper  part  (about  one-third)  is 
made  of  wood  throughout.  The  width  of  the  pass 
is  about  2.2  metres,  or,  in  the  uppermost  part, 
2  5  metres,  and  the  depth  of  the  water  will 
hardly  ever  be  less  than  1  metre,  often 
more.  The  depth  of  the  pass  is  rendered  much 
greater  by  the  height  of  the  wall  which  separates 
it  from  the  river,  and  which  is  reckoned  upon  as 
capable  of  keeping  the  pass  free  from  flooding 
under  ordinary  water  conditions.  Besides  the 
walls  with  which  the  pass's  inlet  and  outlet  are 
furnished,  there  are  eleven  cun-ent  breakers  placed 
at  distances  of  3.6  and  3.8  metres.  It  is  thus 
divided  into  twelve  compartments;  and  there 
is  a  difference  in  the  height  of  the  water 
between  each  of  these  of  about  0.4  metres. 
The  manner  in  which  the  cm-rent  breakers 
are  arranged  will  be  seen  by  the  accompany- 
ing diagram.  They  are  well  adapted  to 
regulate  the  strength  of  the  stream  in  the  pass 
so  that  it  is  about  the  same  in  all  the  chambers. 
The  upper  sides  of  the  current  breakers  are  not 
quite  horizontal,  but  are  at  their  lower  end  (that 
is  to  say,  at  the  waU  from  which  they  protrude) 
about  0.26  metres  lower  than  at  the  other ;  their 
direction  forms  an  angle  of  about  60  degrees  with 
the  wall  of  the  pass ;  and  their  length  is  about 
2.28  metres.  At  a  distance  of  about  1  metre 
below  each  opening  a  deflector  is  fixed  to  the  wall 
of  the  pass,  which  is  of  about  the  same  height  as  the 
current  breakers,  and  protrudes  about  0.23  metres 
from  the  side.  The  openings  at  the  ends  of  the 
current  breakers  reach  down  to  the  bottom  of 
the  pass,  and  have  a  width  of  0.47  metres,  but  the 
two  uppermost  are  somewhat  wider,  in  order  the 
more  easily  to  admit  a  sufficiency  of  water  when 
the  river  is  low.  The  pass  is  calculated  to  carry 
so  much  water  that  the  current  breakers  whose 
height  is  slightly  over  1  metre  are  completely 
submerged.  At  ordinary  summer  level,  however, 
above  the  embankment,  the  principal  intake 
would  be  unable  to  supply  so  much  water ;  some- 
what further  down  the  pass,  therefore,  or  only  a 
little  way  above  Fermettedammen,  two  sluices 
are  placed  near  the  bottom.  Each  of  these  is 
0.94  metres  wide,  and  0.37  metres  high;  while 
there  is  a  sufficiency  of  water  in  the  river  they 
are  kept  closed,  but  when  it  falls  they  are 
gradually  opened  as  may  be  required.  Thus  the 
pass  never  suffers  from  want  of  water,  whilst  an 
excess  in  time  of  flood  is  avoided  as  far  as 
possible. 

"  Besides  the  pass's  normal  outlet,  salmon  may 
enter  the  fifth  compartment  (from  below,  of 
course)  through  a  channel  cut  in  the  rock,  and 
arranged  in  basins,  which  lies  underneath  the 
boarding  mentioned  above,  below  Fermette- 
dammen. This  channel,  which  is,  of  course, 
covered  throughout  with  planking,  and  which  has 
a  length  of  about  40  metres,  has  two  exits, 
which  are  at  a  much  greater  distance  from  the 
land  than  the  main  entrance  to  the  ladder.  This 
channel  would  seem  to  offer  an  easy  passage  for 
salmon,  but  the  conditions  are  not  such  as  to 
render  possible  any  certain  observations  as  to 
what  extent  it  is  really  used  by  the  fish. 

"  That  this  salmon  ladder  can,  during  the 
greater  part  of  summer,  be  easily  passed,  and 
that  it  is  in  reality  so  passed,  there  can  be  no 
manner  of  doubt ;  but  under  existing  circum- 
stances, great  importance  must  not  be  attached 
to  it  as  a  means  of  improving  the  salmon  fishing 
in  the  water-system,  for  salmon  in  any  case,  as  a 
rule,  do  not  get  any  further  up  than  Skotfoss, 
about  four  kilometres  above ;  ana  since  the  con- 
struction of  the  Skien  Canal  the  intervening 
portion  of  the  river  has  never  possessed  any 
spawning  ground  of  extent  or  value  worth 
speaking  about,  while  since  the  construction  of 
the  great  wood  crushing  factory  at  Skotfoss,  it 
has  been  further  depreciated  by  the  discharge 
from  that  establishment.  Until  another  pass  is 
made  at  Skotfoss,  the  one  at  Klosterfoss  cannot 
be  expected  to  have  any  very  beneficial  effect 
upon  the  river. 

"  I  venture  to  remark  that  as  long  as  the  owners 
of  industrial  establishments  are  not  compelled  by 


law  to  place  gratings  at  the  mouths  of  the  intake 
channels  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  the  fish 
entering  and  being  injured  by  the  turbins  or 
other  machinery,  there  must  be  considerable 
doubt  as  to  the  practical  value  of  the  salmon  pass 
at  Klosterfoss  or  of  one  which  may  eventually 
be  put  up  at  Skotfoss.  As  things  now  are  it 
often  happens  that  the  dams  both  at  Klosterfoss 
and  Damfoss  (also  at  Skien)  are  entirely  or 
almost  entirely  closed,  so  that  nearly  all  the 
water  is  used  for  industrial  purposes  at  Skien ; 
there  is,  therefore,  much  reason  to  fear  that 
many  of  the  descending  fish,  fry  at  any  rate, 
get  into  the  turbins  and  are  crushed.  Altogether 
there  is  great  need  for  a  clause  in  the  law  which 
will  render  obligatory  the  use  of  these  much- 
required  gratings,  more  especially  in  view  of 
the — of  course  satisfactory — great  development 
of  the  industries  of  our  country.  No  other 
important  salmon  passes  have  been  completed 
during  the  two  years  to  which  this  report  applies, 
but  several  smaller  works  witn  the  object  of 
facilitating  the  ascent  of  the  fish  have  been 
carried  out  in  different  plans.  Thus,  in  the 
spring  of  1895,  at  the  cost  of  some  private 
persons  in  Bergen,  who  had  leased  Oselven,  in 
Nordhordland,  blasting  operations  were  under- 
taken at  two  fosses  on  that  water-system, 
Lundetraefoss  and  Fosdalsfoss,  the  results  of 
which  would  appear  to  have  been  fortunate. 
•In  1895  a  large  number  of  salmon  and  sea  trout 
went  up  through  these  fosses,  which,  however,  be  it 
added,  did  not  previously  constitute  an|insuperable 
obstacle  to  the  ascent  of  fish.  But  the  passage 
now  seems  to  have  been  rendered  easier  than 
formerly,  and  possible  at  other  heights  of  the 
water.  Besides  the  above,  works  have  been 
undertaken — under  the  supervision  of  Assistant 
Simonnaes — on  three  diffepent  smaller  water 
systems  in  Sondmor,  Brandalselven,  in  Sando; 
Vasbakelven,  in  Volden;  and  Hareidelven,  in 
Ulfsten,  to  render  possible  or  to  facilitate  the 
ascent  of  fish  (principally  or  almost  entirely  sea 
trout)  past  or  through  different  mill  dams  On 
Hareidelven  the  object  would  seem  to  have  been 
attained,  but  information  is  not  yet  to  hand  as  to 
the  results  on  the  other  two  rivers. 

"  With  reference  to  the  explanations  contained 
in  my  previous  report  on  certain  supplementary 
works  at  Laxfoss,  on  the  Vefsen,  it  is  to  be 
remarked  that  the  upper  portion  of  the  pass  has 
again  been  injured  by  the  ice,  which  has  carried 
away  portions  of  the  rock,  and  of  the  timber  logs 
bolted  thereto,  so  that  for  the  time  being  the 
efficiency  of  the  pass  has  been  diminished.  As 
soon  as  the  water  conditions  permitted,  however, 
the  mischief  done  was  rectified,  and  salmon  have 
in  consequence  passed  the  ladder  in  no  small 
numbers  of  late.  Since  the  reach  between 
Fosjord  and  Laxfoss  had — some  years  ago — been 
leased  for  rod  fishing  purposes  at  a  rent  which 
greatly  exceeds  the  cost  of  the  pass  at  the  former, 
the  river  above  Laxfoss  has  been  let  to  foreigners 
for  sporting  purposes,  with  what  would  seem  to 
have  been — for  them — satisfactory  results.  It  is 
a  question,  however,  whether — in  order  to  put  an 
end  to  the  recurrent  injuries  inflicted  by  the  ice — 
a  reconstruction  of  the  upper  part  of  the  pass, 
which  will  entail  a  considerable  amount  of  blast- 
ing, will  not  be  required. 

"  In  accordance  with  my  advice  given  in  1894  on 
the  spot,  some  further  work  has  been  undertaken 
in  connection  with  the  salmon  ladder  at  the 
Storf  OSS,  on  the  Sko  river,  whereby  it  has  probably 
been  rendered  more  serviceable.  It  is  reported 
that  a  number  of  fish,  including  salmon  of  con- 
siderable size,  have  since  gone  up,  and  that  the 
Englishmen  who  rent  the  river  have  caught 
several  above  the  foss. 

"  In  consequence  of  its  outlet  being  partly  closed 
by  a  large  stone  brought  down  by  the  river,  the 
salmon  pass  at  Kvernhusfoss,  on  the  Matre-elv, 
was  for  some  time  less  effective;  but  since  the 
obstacle  was  destroyed  in  1896  the  ladder  has 
again  become  fully  serviceable,  so  that  this  foss 
cannot  now  be  considered  as  presenting  any 
serious  difficulty  to  ascending  fish. 

"  In  my  previous  report  1  referred  to  the  con- 
struction  ot  a  very  considerable  salmon  ladder 
which  an  Englishman,  who  has  leased  the  fishery 
rights  on  the  Aapo  river,  in  Hardangor,  had 
thought  of  having  carried  out.  In  its  present 
state  the  Aapo  river  is  of  practically  no  conse- 
quenoe  as  a  salmon-producing  stream,  but  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  were  the  projected  works 


— which  are  calculated  to  cost  kr.16.500 — carried 
out,  it  would  ultimately  contribute  materially  to 
the  quantity  of  salmon  produced  in  the  water- 
systems  of  the  Hardanger  Fjord,  and  of  which 
here,  as  elsewhere,  the  greater  proportion  falls  to 
the  lot  of  the  sea  and  fjord  district  fisherman. 
The  County  Council  (Amtsformandskab)  never- 
theless, with  a  remarkable  want  of  courtesy  and 
regard  to  the  future  in  view  of  the  above  liberal 
offer  by  the  Englishman,  has  wrecked  the  whole 
matter,  having  (last  in  1897)  refused  to  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  a  request  from  him  in 
regard  to  a  modification  of  the  law  applying  to 
the  capture  of  salmon  and  sea  trout  on  the 
portion  of  the  Sorfjord  nearest  the  river — a 
stipulation  on  his  part  which  must  be  considered 
quite  necessary  in  order  to  insure  him  a  reason- 
able proportion  of  the  fruit  which  his  sacrifices 
might  be  expected  to  yield.  In  this  connection 
it  should  be  stated  that  the  request  was  recom- 
mended both  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  by  the  Hardanger  Fishery  Administration. 
As  a  result  of  this  determination  on  the  part  of 
the  Amtsformandskab,  the  proposal  is  now  given 
up,  and  the  Aapo  river  will  continue  as  hitherto 
to  remain  a  practically  valueless  river  as  far  as 
the  Provincis  Salmon  Fisheries  are  concerned." 

In  another  case  a  similar  work,  but  one  of  very 
much  greater  importance,  has  had  to  be  given  up 
— at  any  rate  temporarily — on  account  of  (in  the 
inspector's  opinion)  a  fault  in  the  Fishery  Law. 
"  On  several  previous  occasions,"  he  proceeds,  "  I 
have  endeavoured  to  [show  how  particularly  im- 
portant it  is  that  the  salmon  of  the  Maalselv  should 
be  enabled  to  pass  the  Malangsfoss.  While,  on 
account  of  the  want  of  spawning  ground,  this 
mighty  water-system  at  present  occupies  only 
a  very  poor  position  among  our  salmon  rivers,  it 
would,  were  an  effective  pass  constructed  at  the 
Malangsfoss,  become  accessible  to  salmon  for  a 
greater  distance  than  any  other  Norwegian  river 
— with  the  exception  only  of  the  frontier  stream, 
the  Toma — and  its  salmon  fisheries  would,  without 
doubt,  after  the  lapse  of  some  years,  become 
infinitely  more  considerable  than  now,  to  the 
benefit,  not  only  of  the  riparian  owners,  but  also 
of  the  coast  fisheries  of  the  Tromso  Amt.  Some 
years  ago  a  plan  for  the  carrying  out  of  such  a 
work  was  prepared,  to  carry  out  which  a  sum  of 
kr.20.000  would  be  i-equired. 

At  one  time  since  then  an  arrangement  was 
very  nearly  completed  by  which  the  greater  part 
of  the  cost  of  this  scheme  was  to  be  borne  by  the 
Maalselv  Local  Board,  the  Tromso  Amt  Commune, 
and  the  State,  but  ultimately,  for  economical 
reasons,  the  first- named  of  these  bodies  was  unable 
to  carry  out  its  share,  and  the  whole  thing  fell 
through.  Again  later  on  there  appeared  a  likeli- 
hood of  its  being  carried  out,  for  a  couple  of 
Englishmen  offered  to  bear  the  entire  cost  of  the 
work  as  originally  proposed  on  condition  that  for 
a  period  of  thirty  years  the  monopoly  of  the  fishing 
above  the  foss  should  be  assured  to  them.  In  so 
far  as  the  privately  owned  portion  of  this  water 
is  concerned,  it  would  seem  that  the  proprietors 
without  exception  are  very  glad  indeed  to  accept 
this  offer,  which  gives  them  a  pi'ospect  of  seeing 
their  properties  materially  increased  in  value, 
whilst  the  sacrifice  entailed  by  the  giving  up  of 
the  fishing  rights  for  thirty  years  is  a  very  small 
matter,  as  the  fishing  is  now  of  extremely  small 
consequence.  Of  still  less  importance  ai"e  the 
fishing  rights  belonging  to  the  State  on  the 
stretch  of  river  in  question  where  not  subject  to 
private  ownership.  But  there  would  appeal-  to  be 
a  doubt  whether  the  State  (by  legislative  measures) 
is  entitled  to  grant  a  monopoly  of  these  rights  in 
that  portion  of  the  river,  in  which,  as  the  law  now 
stands,  every  inhabitant  of  the  district  (perhaps 
even  every  Norwegian  subject)  has  a  share.  To 
remove  this  really  very  unusual  obstacle  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  Englishmen's  offer  I  have 
included  in  the  draft  for  the  new  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Law  sent  in  to  the  Department  a  para- 
graph which  will  confer  on  the  authorities  power 
to  deal  with  such  rights.  .  .  .  Among  it  the 
places  where,  dming  the  two  years  to  which  this 
report  applies,  I  have  made  investigations  with  a 
view  to  the  construction  of  new  salmon  passes 
may  be  mentioned  Loenfoss,  on  the  Loen  river 
(Nordfjord),  Tosetfoss  and  Sundsetfoss,  on  the 
Orkla,  Eggefoss,  on  the  Gula,  Brandsegfoes  and 
Stoafoss,  on  the  Ogna  (a  tributary  of  the 
Stenkjavr),  and  Storfoss,  on  the  Mathis  river 
(Kaaf  jord,  Alten).    Plans  for  works  at  several  of 
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BURBERRYS'  ANGLING  OUTFIT. 

This  l-'ishiDg  Outfit  consists  of  a  '•  Coat- waistcoat  '  and  a  Uabardino  Ovei-all.  Tho  Coat-waistcoat— made  of  either  homespun  (lined  urber  allk,  with  Hilk  Bleove")  or  Oab>rdiri'>  (lined  camel  hair, 
with  c.inligan  sleeves)— has  in  front  six  ponkets,  conveniently  plained  for  carrying  everything  essential  without  the  usual  impedimenta,  the  two  lower  poeketB  expanding,  tike  a  lot  of  Ailing.  At 
thrt  back  is  a  large  detachabl-'  mackinto'-h  pocket  for  carrying  flsh,  which  can  be  turned  insido  oat  and  waahal.  The  "  Co  at- waistcoat "  in  worn  either  in  conjuncliin  wi'h  the  •'  Over  all "  or  each 
icpari'ely.  Waders  brae-)  ovev  the  waist-oat,  and,  if  rainiog.  the  "  Over-all,"  which  ia  loose  and  l'ro3-fltting,  (-ives  complete  proteeiion.  If  not  required  it  packs  easily  into  the  pocket.  The  freest 
it  J  uiiat  conveniently  complete  Weatherproof  Outat  for  fahing. 


[({'irM^.,  .... 


COAT-WAISTCOAT,"  showing  arrangement  of  pojkets.  COAT-WAISTCOAT,''  showing  detachable  pocket  for  flsh  carrying.  FISHING  "  OVER- ALL." 

"00"  Price  Lists,  Patterns,  and  Designs  Post  Free,  or  Garments  may  be  seen  at  our  autliorised  Agents,  or  at— 
BURBERRYS,    30,   HAYIYIARKET,   LONDON,   and  BASINGSTOKE. 


p.  D.  MALLOCH, 


SCOTT     STREEIT      Manufacturer    of    every    description  of 

'    FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  all  parts 
of  the  World. 


PERTH. 

m:        n-  o  c  H's 

Superior  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Greenheart  RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  superiority  of  workmanship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


lyiy^j^^QQI^Ig    Patert  FLY   CASE  for  Salmon 


MALLOCH'S    ^"^^    Medal    SALMON  and 


Grilse,  Sea  I'rout,  and  Eyed  Flies 

of  all  sizes.    Handy  and  compact.    Each  fly  secured  limL.l-WV^Il  O    TROUT  KEELS,  unsarpossed 

The  only  perfect  Casting  Beel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kmds  of  Coarse     by  neat  and  effective  arrangement.   Large  assortment  for  durability  and  finish,  easy  and  comfortable  to 

—   j»— 1  1:  .       ,        .   .                                       of  sizes  to  choose  from.  work. 


f  iflhing.  Unaarpassed  for  long  distance  casting.   Simple  and  easy  to  Jearn. 


MALLOCH'S   ^"'"^      UfAal  SAIGON 


GRILSE,  and  SEA  TBODT 
FLIES. 


MALLOCH'S  Medal    RIVEB  and 


IH.X.XXSTJElA.'rEIXJ    X^XSrirS    FflXSX:.  Telegrams: 
AWA-RDiCD      rKJSr      GOLD      AND      OXHKR      MEDALS  EXCELLENCE 


LOCH  FLIES,  Eyed  or  on 
Gut. 

MAi  I  nrU'C  Medal  FLOATING 

mMI-L.UOn  O   TROUT  FLIES    with  Up- 
right Wings. 

Most  Extensive  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Patterns, 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Rivers  and  Lochs,  all  Neatly  and  Beautifully  Tied. 

"MALLOCH,  PERTH." 

IN  FISHING 


TACKLE. 
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these  have  been  furnished,  but  hitherto  they  have 
not  been  carried  out.  On  the  Orkla  the  local 
surroundings  were  found  to  be  too  difficult  to 
render  it  probable  that  a  salmon  pass  can  be 
constructed  there. 

"  At  the  request  of  those  interested,  Assistant 
Simonnaes  has  also  made  investigations  at  several 
places  with  a  view  to  the  construction  of  salmon 
ladders,  as,  for  instance,  on  the  inconsiderable 
water-systems,  Gjersvikelv,  in  Somdo,  and 
Nordalselv,  in  Sovden  (both  in  Sondmon),  and  on 
the  Vikselv,  in  Sogrn,  At  the  two  first-named 
places  the  local  difficulties  were  found  to  be  too 
great  compared  to  the  advantages  likely  to  be 
obtained.  On  the  Vikselv,  as  far  as  I  know,  some 
work  was  carried  out  after  the  expiry  of  1896,  in 
wder  to  facilitate  the  ascent  of  Stolafoes ;  but  I 
do  not  know  how  things  now  stand  there. 

"  At  the  outlet  of  the  smaller  salmon  and  sea 
trout  rivers  complaints  are  often  made  that  the 
material  brought  down  by  the  stream  in  the 
course  of  years  gradually  causes  considerable 
silting  up  of  the  course,  so  that  the  water  is 
spread  over  a  large  flat  surface  instead  of  being 
accumulated  in  one  well-defined  deep  channel; 
and  in  many  places  it  is  thought  that  this 
exercises  a  very  unfavourable  influence  on  the 
ascent  of  fish.  It  would  appear  that — in  some 
cases,  at  any  rate — such  complaints  are  not 
entirely  unfounded.  In  two  instances  during  the 
two  years  to  which  this  report  refers  adequate 
measures  have  been  taken  to  remedy  this  evil. 
The  Dale  (Sondhordland)  had  gradually  become 
divided  at  its  mouth  into  three  arms.  The 
current,  therefore,  was  wanting  in  strength  to 
carry  the  material  brought  down  by  the  river 
sufficiently  far  out  to  sea,  and  the  result  was  that 
a  great  silting  up  took  place  immediately  outside 
tiie  entrance.  Assistant  Simonnaes  worked  out 
a  plan  to  remedy  this  state  of  matters,  which 
principally  consisted  in  damming  the  two  side 
channels  and  removing  the  large  stones  from  the 
centre  one,  with  the  idea  that  the  river  would 
then  of  itself  continue  the  process  of  excavation. 
At  a  cost  of  about  kr.500  to  the  owners  of  the 
fishing  rights  this  work  was  carried  out  under 
the  direction  of  Herr  Simonnaes,  in  1895-6,  and  it 
18  stated  to  have  proved  of  great  use  in  facilitating 
the  ascent  of  fish  during  the  prevalence  of  low 
water.  In  1897  a  larger  number  of  fish  went  up 
ibe  river  than  had  been  the  case  for  many 
years. 

"A  similar  work  has  also — in  accordance  with  a 
plan  of  Herr  Simonnaes — been  carried  out  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Dirdal  in  Ryfylke,  but  as  yet  there 
is  no  information  as  to  the  result. 

"  In  connection  with  the  Vikselv,  in  Sogn,  Herr 
Simonnaes  has  also  drawn  up  a  scheme  of  the  same 
kind,  but  it  has  not  hitherto  been  carried  out." 

RUGDE. 


THE  MAY  FLY  IN  IRELAND. 


The  May  Fly  is  not  yet  up,  but  expected  daily. 
W.  J.  Thomas,  Mullingar,  Ireland. 


A  BOON  TO  SUFFERERS  FROM 
NEURALGIA. 


A  YEAK  or  two  ago  an  old  angling  friend  on 
the  London  Com  Exchange  recommended  the 
anti-neuralgic  water  "  Alkan  "  to  our  notice,  and 
we  referred  to  it  in  the  Gazette  as  follows : 

"  We  sent  some  to  a  friend  who  suffered  tortures 
from  iiparali<ia  of  the  forehead,  who  reported  that 
after  the  firHt  inVia'ation  the  pain  was  quite  gone. 
We  q'lite  belii-ve  that  in  some  forms  of  neuralgia  it  is 
a  Fp>cfic,  and  as  such  is  well  worth  noting.  It  is 
quite  barmlesa." 

Since  then  we  know  of  other  cases  in  which 
wonderful  results  have  attended  the  use  of  this 
simple  and  safe  remedy,  which  ought  to  be  tried 
by  everyone  who  Buffers  from  any  form  of 
neuralgia  in  the  head,  as  in  many  cases,  not  all, 
it  causes  the  pain  to  vanish  at  once. 

A  pamphlet  witli  perfectly  genuine  testimonials 
can  be  hud  from  Mt-ssrs.  G.  and  B.  Alkan,  l-'iO, 
Strar  d,  London.  The  price  of  a  small  bottle  is 
23.  'M. 


Hciiiioi.  K<xiKK,  DiOTiONAKlKR,  Ac.,  intladinK  Ur.  JackaoD  a 
Dprttrht  Wriilrijf  Copy  KookR.  In  KnKllnh  and  other  LanguaKOH, 
publlnbed  by  .Sunpnun  Low,  Maraton  and  Co.,  Llmltod,  8t.  Dud 
■tan'a  Uouae,  Ketter-lane,  lioudon.    Can  be  bad  on  applleatloo. 


"THE  QUEEN'S  EMPIRE." 


Now  that  every  part  of  the  Queen's  Empire  is 
drawn  closer  together  by  this  war,  and  by  the 
desire  manifested  by  some  other  nations  to  fish  in 
our  waters  and  poach  on  our  preserves,  we  cannot 
imagine  a  more  interesting  work  for  the  Queen's 
subjects  to  possess  than  "  The  Queen's  Empire," 
published  by  Messrs.  Cassell  and  Co.,  Limited, 
and  dedicated  by  permission  to  Her  Majesty. 
The  work  is  in  two  handsome  oblong  volumes, 
and  contains  many  hundreds  of  excellent  illustra- 
tions covering  the  whole  empire,  with  just 
sufficient  letterpress  to  describe  the  pictures. 
This  work  should  find  a  place  in  every  British 
home  as  the  best  object  lesson  imaginable  as  to 
what  the  words  "  British  Empire  "  really  mean. 


SALMON  HATCHING  IN  THE 
NORTH. 


Evert  year  the  artificial  propagation  of  salmon 
and  trout  ova  is  gaining  more  and  more  in 
popular  favour  with  those  who  have  the  real 
interests  of  their  salmon  and  trout  streams  at 
heart.  The  matter  of  artificial  hatching  has  long 
ago  passed  the  experimental  stage,  and,  whatever 
may  be  the  ultimate  benefit  compared  with  the 
initial  cost,  it  has  now  assumed  a  footing  which 
cannot  very  well  be  disputed.  Only  2  per  cent, 
of  the  naturally  impregnated  eggs  deposited  on 
the  redds  reach  maturity  as  adult  salmon.  How 
many  of  the  artificially  impregnated  and  reared 
eggs  reach  that  desirable  stage  is  a  matter  of 
probability  in  the  meantime,  and  will  remain  so 
till  some  means  be  devised  of  keeping  the  alevins 
till  they  are  two-year-old  parr,  then  marking  them 
and  sending  them  adrift.  This  has  been  tried  in 
a  measure  by  private  enterprise,  but  what  is 
wanted  is  that  the  matter  be  taken  np  in  a 
scientific,  systematic,  and  on  a  large  scale  by  the 
powers  that  be,  and  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
results  will  be  definite  and  beyond  cavil.  If  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  could  induce  the 
Treasury  to  place  a  sum  of  £1000  or  so  at  the 
disposal  of  Mr.  Calderwood,  the  inspector  for 
salmon  fisheries  to  the  board,  he  would  be  able  to 
undertake  observations  and  experiment  muA 
after  the  manner  of  those  that  Dr.  Fulton  is 
meantime  conducting  at  the  Bay  of  Nigg 
(Aberdeen)  Hatchery  in  regard  to  the  artifici^ 
tearing  and  stocking  of  waters  with  artificially 
hatched  plaice.  In  fact,  no  better  site  for 
experimental  purposes  could  be  desired,  if  the 
observations  were  to  include,  say,  the  rate  of 
growth  of  smolt  in  the  sea,  to  which  they  could 
be  transferred  from  the  river  in  the  course  of 
thirty  minutes  or  so. 

The  time  for  private  experiment  is  past,  and 
few  gentlemen  now  care  to  bear  the  expense  of 
hatching  out  salmon  for  their  neighbour's  benefit, 
especially  if  that  neighbour  happens  to  be  a  rich 
tacksman,  with  miles  and  miles  of  nets  along  his 
sea  littoral,  and  even  up  the  river  to  the  very 
farthest  inch  he  can  possibly  get. 

For  many  years  Sir  William  Brooks,  of  Glen- 
tana,  turned  in  thousands  of  salmon  fry  from  his 
excellently  equipped  hatchery  in  the  glen.  Mr. 
Young,  of  Durres,  did  the  same,  and  our  first 
lessons  in  pisciculture  were  picked  up  in  occasional 
visits  to  the  old  wooden  house,  which,  with  its 
appurtenances,  were  purchased  by  the  Deeside 
Fishery  Board,  and  formed  the  nucleus  of  the 
present  establishment  at  Drum,  some  miles  lower 
down  the  river. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  the  Duke 
of  Sutherland,  and  other  salmon  fishery  pro- 
prietors in  the  north,  have  their  own  private 
hatcheries,  but  then  they  get  nearly,  if  not  all, 
the  salmon,  and,  in  the  case  of  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland,  he  is  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  river 
and  its  system  in  more  than  one  part  of  his 
dukedom. 

It  is  now  the  practice  for  fishery  boards  to  have 
public  hatcheries  managed  by  their  head  officials 
or  others  in  their  employ,  and  maintained  from 
the  rate  levied  on  the  fishery  proprietors.  Within 
the  past  two  years  or  so  this  practice  has  greatly 
increased,  till  there  is  hardly  a  fishery  district 
without  its  well-equipped,  up-to-date  hatchery. 
At  Dupplin  Castle,  on  the  Earn,  Perthshire,  the 
Tay  Fishery  Board  have  an  establishment  capable 
of  turning  out  one  million  fry,  when  that  quantity 


of  ova  can  be  obtained.  On  the  Dee  the  local 
fishery  board  have  a  first-rate  place  at  Drum — the 
largest  of  the  kind  in  Scotland — where  one  and  a 
quarter  million  eggs  may  be  hatched  out  and 
turned  into  the  rearing  pond  for  a  few  weeks 
prior  to  being  slipped  down  the  bum  to  the 
river  when  they  get  too  big  for  the  pond  holding 
them  all. 

On  the  Ythan  a  fine  new  hatchery  was  erected 
last  fall  near  EUon  Castle,  and  where  250,000 
alevins  are  now  about  ready  to  be  turned  into 
their  native  element.  On  the  Ugie  30,000  Loch- 
levens  were  hatched  out  last  year,  in  addition  to 
10,000  salmon  ova,  and  this  season  a  similar 
quantity  is  in  the  boxes,  and  will  soon  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  rearing  pond.  On  the  Spey,  as 
already  indicated,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon  has  a  complete  hatchery  near  Gordon 
Castle,  which  annually  turns  out  over  half  a 
million  fry  for  stocking  purposes.  At  Conon 
Bridge,  on  the  Conon,  both  trout  and  salmon  ova 
are  treated  for  stocking  purposes,  and  a  rich 
reward  has  been  the  result,  the  sport  obtained  on 
this  little  river  having  become  something  magnifi- 
cent since  artificial  stocking  was  begun,  and  the 
rearing  of  the  fry  placed  in  capable  hands.  The 
Conon  hatchery  is  really  a  model  for  anyone  in 
want  of  a  first-class  profitable  system  to  adopt. 

At  Craig-Carrol  on  the  Brora,  Torrish  on  the 
Helmsdale,  Brawl  Castle  on  the  Thurso,  WestfieW 
on  the  Forss,  Sandside  House,  Reay,  and  at 
Kinloch,  Kyle  of  Tongue,  salmon  hatcheries  hare 
been  established,  and  are  in  full  working  order, 
the  last  mentioned  being  the  latest  addition  to 
the  number,  which  is  constantly i  on  the  increase. 
Nor  are  operations  being  confined  to  north  of  the 
Border,  English  proprietors  of  salmon  angling 
waters  are  wakening  up  to  the  benefits  of  stocking, 
and  are  importing  not  only  Scotch  ova,  but  also 
Scotchmen  to  manage  the  stocking  and  restocking 
of  their  waters  for  them. 

From  these  hatcheries  millions  of  salmon  fry 
from  six  to  eight  and  ten  weeks  old  will  be  turned 
out  into  their  respective  streams,  there  to  com- 
mence life's  battle  for  themselves,  to  be  food  for 
other  fishes  in  the  vast  majority  of  oases,  to  die 
off  from  starvation  or  acclimatisation  causes,  but 
always  leaving  a  good  percentage  behind,  which 
will  repay  all  the  cost  and  trouble  in  the  profit  or 
sport  they  afford;  when  that  stage  is  reached. 

The  past  spawning  season  has,  on  the  whole, 
been  a  very  good  one.  The  collecting  season  was 
the  only  drawback  that  was  experienced,  and  it 
was  a  serious  one,  as  not  one  in  the  score  or  more 
hatcheries  we  have  named  or  could  name 
received  its  full  complement  of  ova,  and  some, 
which  could  not  be  filled  by  either  begging, 
borrowing,  or  stealing,  had  to  be  content  with 
what  supplies  the  funds  at  disposal  would  permit 
of  purchasing  ova  from  the  professional 
piscicultural  establishments.  The  floods  came 
away  just  as  the  fish  began  to  get  ripe  on  the 
upper  feeders,  where  the  first  and  earliest  fish  are 
always  to  be  found,  and  continued  without 
intermission  right  into  December,  when  the 
season  was  practically  over.  The  fish  stripped  in 
the  closing  days  of  October  hatched  out  in  from 
90  to  109  dnys.  Even  in  the  same  hatchery  ova 
stripped  and  impregnated  at  the  same  time  may 
not  hatch  out  exactly  on  the  same  day.  Some- 
times two,  three,  or  five  days  up  to  fourteen  may 
elapse  before  the  last  of  the  alevins  show  them- 
selves with  their  "  feeding  bottles "  attached. 
Owing  to  the  mildness  of  the  season  during 
November  and  partly  December,  an  even 
temperature  was  fairly  well  maintained,  the 
heaviest  frosts  being  experienced  in  February, 
when,  however,  the  eggs  were  eyed,  and  better 
able  to  stand  fluctuations  than  when  freshly 
fecundated.  The  percentage  of  loss  from 
dead  eggs  all  over  is  less  than  2  per  cent.,  and  in 
several  instances  the  answer  to  this  query  has 
been  nil.  In  the  Deeside  Hatchery  the  loss  from 
dead  eggs  has  been  less  than  15  per  cent.,  the 
reckoning  of  which  we  had  a  hand  in  the  other 
day.  Hnd  brought  out  that  very  desirable  result. 
Of  700  000  eggs  laid  down  in  the  grills  and  boxes, 
10,000  were  returned  as  the  margin  of  loss,  which 
is  almost  nothing  compared  with  the  waste  under 
natural  conditions.  Better  than  this  could  nof».be 
hoped  for. 

The  glass  grills  which  were  once  so  much 
thought  of  on  account  of  their  fieedom  from 
"foreign  bodies,"  which  might  act  injuriously  on 
the  deposits  of  ova  while  incubating,  are  now 
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being  discarded  in  preference  for  boiled  gravel 
and  well- washed  sand.  Any  fluctuations  of 
temperature  are  more  easily  borne  on  the  gravel 
than  the  glass,  and  where  both  systems  have  been 
in  vogue  better  results  have  been  got  on  the 
gravel  than  the  glass. 

Mr.  Duncan,  of  the  Deeside  Hatchery,  kept  the 
eggs  of  a  very  ripe  hen  fish  of  about  151b.,  which 
he  fecundated  with  the  milt  of  a  very  ripe  cock 
fish,  and  marked  the  tray  and  boxes  in  which 
they  were  placed,  and  he  found  that  the  ova 
hatched  out  in  ninety  days — five  days  earlier  than 
ova  which  was  stripped  at  the  same  place  and 
time  from  fish  ripe  enough,  but  not  so  fully  ripe 
as  this  hen  fish  which  was  taken  off  her  redd  for 
hatchery  purposes.  He  uses  no  artificial  heat, 
but  keeps  a  lamp  burning  in  cases  of  extreme  and 
prolonged  frost  over  night. 

It  is  not  desirable  to  force  incubation  by 
raising  the  temperature  if  the  minimum  of  loss  is 
to  be  aimed  at.  Expenence  teaches  that  where 
the  fry  are  allowed  to  hatch  out  under  natural 
climatic  conditions  they  are  healthier,  hardier, 
and  in  every  way  better  than  when  the  rearing  is 
forced.  Ova  which  takes  lOy  days  to  hatch  out 
yields  healthier  fry  than  when  in  an  open  winter 
with  a  high  temperature  the  hatching  is  accom- 
plished in  ninety-five  days. 

Dr.  Fulton,  who  is  turning  out  one  million  live 


plaice  a  day  just  now,  and  already  referred  to,  is 
of  opinion  that  by  raising  the  temperature  of  the 
water  he  can  accelerate  the  incubation  process  by 
three  days  or  so,  and  thus  reduce  the  period  from 
twenty-one  to  eighteen  days.  This,  ceteris 
parihm,  would  be  an  advantage  in  a  sea  fish 
hatchery  where  the  boxes  are  filled  and  refilled 
three  times  or  so  in  a  season,  but  in  the  case  of 
the  salmon  hatchery  there  is  no  necessity  for 
accelerating  matters,  and  especially  so  if  the 
result  is  to  be  an  enfeebled  progeny. 

Since  the  artificial  hatching  season  has  been 
attended  with  such  successful  results,  we  may 
I    confidently  anticipate  that  a  like  state  of  matters 
I    has  prevailed  all  over  the  spawning  redds  in  our 
various  rivers  and  streams  ;  but  this  can  only  be 
guessed  at,  although  the  guess  is  usually  a  pretty 
I    correct  one.    The   spring  was  severe  after  a 
[    manner,  but  nothing  like  the  severity  experienced 
I    in  '9o.    The  smolt  migration,  which  is  meantime 
\    in  progress,  is  a  fortnight  or  so  behind  time,  but 
otherwise  the  appearance  of  the  fish  in  the  tidal 
waters  betokens  a  very  healthy  state  of  matters 
on  the  twenty  odd  rivers  from  which  we  have 
(    been  kindly  favoured  with  exhaustive  reports, 
I    including  the  Tay,  North  and  South  Eaks,  Dee, 
j     Don,  Tthan,   Ugie,  Deveron,  Spey,  Findhom, 
!'    Ness,  Conon,  Brora,  Helmsdale,   Thurso,  azid 
Kyle  of  Sutherland.   Kelts  are  also  late,  but  are 
now  coming  away  in  vast  shoals,  and,  what  is 


better  than  all,  there  is  scarcely  a  trace  of  the  fell 
Saprolefjnia  feray  in  any  one  of  the  rivers 
mentioned.  G.  M. 


"  THANKFUL  TOMMY." 
Messrs.  Dean  and  Son,  of  160a,  Fleet-street, 
have  sent  us  a  copy  of  an  illustrated  brochure 
entitled  "  Thankful  Tommy  ■  His  Reply  to  the 
Absent-Minded  Beggar."  The  poem  is  by  Mr. 
R.  Adams  Foster,  and  the  illustrations  by  Mr. 
A.  S.  Forrest.  Messrs.  Dean  have  kindly  allowed 
us  to  use  one  of  the  illustrations:  "For  the 
'Bacca  and  Cigars." 

See  us  when  the  foe  haa  flitted,  and  the  gona  are  Bioging 
dumb, 

Fill  a  pipe  of  peace  and  light  it— comfort  for  a  dying 
ohum, 

JuBt  before  he  goes  on  furlough  on  the  under  eide  the 
sod  : — 

"  Mates."  sajs  he,  "  I've  done  my  duty,  and  I  ain't  afeard 

o'  Gcd  " 
Half-a- liitndred  thousand  tltanls  ! 
From  the  tdl-lieroic  ranlcs. 
For  the  'bacca  and  cigars — 
Gunners,  Lancers,  and  Eussara, 
Boys  in  khaki,  boys  in  blue, 
Showing  Paul  a  thing  or  two. 

We  understand  the  sale  of  this  little  patriotic 
picture  book  has  been  phenomenal,  and  certainly 
would  recommend  every  patriot  to  possess  a  copy. 


HAND-BAITING— A  NEGLECTED 
ART. 


A  FEW  more  years  and  we  may  see  the  last 
British  salmon  extirpated  by  river  pollution  and 
over  netting ;  a  few  more  seasons  and  we  may 
find  the  last  remaining  trout  in  British  lakes  and 
streams  so  highly  educated  that  they  will  refuse 
to  lise  to  the  fly,  however  skilfully  it  may  be 
fashioned,  however  deftly  cast.  It  behoves  the 
fisherman,  therefore,  while  there  is  yet  time,  to 
study  how  to  attack  the  fish  that  will  remain  to 
solace  him  in  his  declining  years,  and  furnish 
sport  for  the  manhood  of  his  sons,  as  yet  in  the 
pin  and  packthread  stage  of  adolescence. 

Though  steam  trawlers  and  other  murderers  of 
the  innocents  are  rapidly  depleting  the  narrow 
seas  of  the  flat  fish  and  other  bottom-feeding 
species,  there  yet  remain  in  goodly  numbers  what 
my  Cornish  friends  call  the  "  swimming  fish  "  of 
the  sea,  and  among  them  the  three  sporting  kinds, 
the  bass,  the  grey  mullet,  and  the  mackerel.  Now, 
if  there  is  one  way  more  certain  than  another  of 
bringing  these  fish  to  the  hook,  it  is  by  collecting 
them  by  hand-baiting,  which  may  be  defined  as 
casting  upon  the  surface  some  stuff  which  will 
attract  the  fish  and  set  them  on  the  feed ;  so  it 
has  always  seemed  strange  to  me  that  this  art, 
so  studied  in  other  countries,  is  neglected  here, 


where  we  have  so  many  devotedand  fifjcomplished , 
sea  anglers. 

In  the  United  States  the  sportsmen  of  the 
striped  bass  clubs,  whose  ground  is  the  rocky 
headlands  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  Montauk,  and 
various  points  of  the  New  England  coast,  are 
always  accompanied  by  "  chummers,"  whose 
duty  it  is  to  continually  hand-bait  with  crushed 
lobsters  and  fish  offal,  so  as  to  attract  the  fish 
within  the  range  of  their  patrons'  cast.  In  New 
South  Wales,  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  globe,  it 
is  the  practice  for  the  fishermen  in  Sydney 
Harbour  and  elsewhere  to  take  in  their  boats  a 
supply  of  high-smelling  stuff  to  scatter  over  the 
water.  In  Spain  the  rodman  ia  almost  always 
supplied  with  hand-bait,  and  is  generally  accom» 
panied  by  an  associate  who  distributes  it,  and  in 
France  hand-bait  is  not  only  used  by  the  hookers, 
but  is  largely  employed  in  the  sardine  fishery,  for 
which  purpose  it  has  become,  in  the  form  of 
rogue,  or  prepared  cod  roe,  an  important  article 
of  commerce. 

As  an  instance  of  the  effect  of  hand-baiting  in 
collecting  fish  and  setting  them  on  the  feed,  I 
will  relate  a  personal  experience.  During  a 
fishing  holiday  at  Looe,  in  Cornwall,  there  came 
a  day  when  the  land  breeze  was  too  heavy  to 
allow  of  anchoring  on  the  outer  reef  where  the 
large  fish  are  to  be  found,  so  I  agreed  with  my 
fishing  companion  that  we  should  take  advantage 
of  the  "  soldiers'  wind,"  and  run  down  the  coast 
to  Polperro  Lake  to  have  a  try  for  mackerel. 
When  we  got  to  the  "lake"  (which  is  not  a  lake, 
but  a  little  deep  bay),  we  found  quite  a  fleet  of 
small  boats  at  anchor,  and  in  each  boat  from  one 
to  three  men  fishing  with  floating  lines  for 
mackerel.  Taking  note  that  one  boat  was  catching 
fish  much  faster  than  any  of  the  others,  we 
dropped  anchor  well  ahead  of  her,  and  then 
veered  out  cable  until  we  drifted  down  and 
settled  into  position  not  far  off,  declining  to 
shift,  though  admonished  by  the  successful  ones 
that  if  we  swung  alongside  them  they  would  be 
"  rather  angry  "  with  us.  We  soon  observed  that 
these  fellows  had  a  bag-net  full  of  crushed 
pilchards  hanging  in  the  water  beside  the  boat. 
Every  now  and  then  one  of  them  would  squeeze 
this  net,  and  an  oily  trickle  of  fish  juice  and 
scales  would  exude,  streaming  away  down  the 
tide.  In  this  stream  the  mackerel  kept  on  the 
feed  in  small  shoals,  and  whenever  our  boat 
swung  near  enough  for  us  to  drift  our  hooks  into 
the  trail,  we  shared  a  full  measure  of  the  sport. 
The  other  boats  were  not  hand-baiting,  so  they 
only  caught  the  scattered  mackerel  now  and  then, 
when  these  happened  to  swim  within  sight  or 
smell  of  the  baited  hooks. 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  F.G.  there  appeared 
a  letter  giving  an  interesting  account  of  how 
hand-baiting  is  worked  by  the  fishermen  of  St. 
Briac,  a  little  place  in  Brittany,  not  far  from  St. 
Malo,  well  known  to  many  Englishmen  as  the 
headquarters  of  the  golf  club.  As  I  have  spent 
much  time  there,  I  may,  perhaps,  venture  to 
repeat  the  information.  Each  boat  is  worked 
"  on  shares " — four  or  five,  as  the  case  may  be. 
One  share  goes  to  the  person,  generally  a 
fisherman's  widow,  who  finds  the  band-bait, 
which  is  called  Veffare.  Sometimes  the  preparation 
of  cod  roe  employed  in  the  sardine  fishery  is  used, 
but  as  this  is  somewhat  costly,  the  general 
practice  is  to  procure  a  quantity  of  the  brown 
shrimp  (Crangon  vulgaris),  locally  called  ?e  bouc, 
and  very  plentiful  there,  to  crush  this  down  with 
a  little  salt  and  sometimes  some  bran  or  mashed 
potatoes,  and  to  lay  it  aside  in  tubs  until  it 
acquires"  sufficient  aroma. 

A  bucket  of  this  stuff  is  taken  in  the  boat.  The 
boat  is  anchored  and  the  men  fish  with  floating 
lines  at  or  near  the  surface,  while  one  of  them 
puts  over  the  efare,  pinch  by  pinch,  so  as  to  keep 
a  trail  of  bait  always  streaming  down  the  tide, 
which  flows  very  rapidly  there.  The  mackerel 
and  other  fish  collect  and  then  follow  up  the 
streak  of  bait  until  they  reach  the  hooks.  Very 
large  mackerel  used  to  be  taken  in  this  way, 
especially  at  night.  They  seemed  to  run  decidedly 
larger  than  those  which  we  used  to  catch  there 
when  railing. 

Another  place  where  I  have  seen  hand-baiting 
worked  most  successfully  is  St.  Sebastian,  in 
Spain,  a  very  beautiful  watering  place  on  the 
Bay  of  Biscay. 

There  is  a  great  sand  bar  across  the  mouth  of 
the  river  (the  Urumea  i,  and  the  tide  rises  suddenly 
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over  this  and  comes  in  with  a  considerable  bore. 
Along  the  sea  wall  in  the  middle  of  the  town 
there  are  piles  of  great  stones — blocks  which  have 
dropped  when  the  wall  was  constructed,  and, 
Spanish  fashion,  have  remained  ever  since  as  they 
fell.  These  rocks  are  covered  with  a  thick  growth 
of  delicate  green  weed.  They  are  left  quite 
uncovered  at  low  water,  but  when  the  bore  wave 
comes  up  the  sea  breaks  among  and  over  them. 
Before  the  tide  flows  the  anglers  of  the  town 
arrive  in  procession  and  take  up  their  pitches 
along  the  sea  wall  above  these  rocks.  Each  has  a 
24ft.  i"od  of  bamboo,  furnished  with  a  tight  line 
of  the  same  length,  armed  with  a  couple  of  small 
hooks.  Attending  on  each  man  is  a  pillo,  or 
in-chin,  carrying  a  market  basket  full  of  lumps  of 
clay  the  size  of  the  fist.  The  clay  is  well  kneaded 
up  with  crushed  shrimps,  finely-chopped  fish,  and 
such  like.  As  soon  as  the  tide  breaks  over  the 
rocks  fine  grey  mullet  arrive  in  a  shoal,  and  are 
seen  tumbling  and  sporting  in  the  breakers,  and 
rubbing  their  sides  against  the  weed.  A  ball  of 
the  hand-bait  is  thrown  in  among  them,  and  at 
once  dissolves  into  a  muddy  cloud  full  of  little 
toothsome  morsels.  When  the  mullet  are  snap- 
ping among  these,  the  baited  hooks  are  dropped 
in  the  midst  of  the  shoal,  and  in  an  instant  a  nice 
21b.  mullet  is  swinging  in  the  air.  He  is  slung 
up,  unhooked  by  the  urchin,  who  promptly  re- 
baits  with  a  small  cube  of  tunny  and  heaves  in 
another  ball  or  two  of  the  hand  bait.  And  so  the 
game  goes  merrily  on  until  the  deepening  water 
ceases  to  break  over  the  rocks,  and  the  shoal  of 
mullet  passes  further  up  the  river,  to  sport  round 
the  piles  of  the  great  bridge,  or  disperse  over  the 
fords  and  shallows  where  Wellington's  boys  fought 
their  way  across  nearly  ninety  years  ago. 

If  our  English  amateur  fishermen  would  begin 
by  studying  some  of  the  methods  of  the  despised 
foreigner  (for  what  does  Ovid  say  ? — Fas  est  ab 
hoste  doceri)  in  order  to  master  this  neglected  art 
of  hand-baiting  for  themselves,  and  then  teach 
the  longshore  men  to  apply  it,  we  should,  I 
firmly  believe,  have  better  sport  where  now  the 
sport  is  poor,  and  sport  of  some  kind  where  at 
present  there  is  no  sport  at  all.  Hamtts. 

REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


Thames  (Lechlade). — The  river  here  is  in  nice  order 
for  tronting,  contiouing  high,  and  it  is  of  a  nice  tinge ;  but 
very  few  have  been  out,  and  can  heir  of  but  little  doing, 
nor  will  there  be  until  it  gets  warmer.  The  Glouceater- 
ehire  County  Council  have  taken  over  the  Thames  and 
Severn  Canal,  and  are  about  to  put  it  once  more  in 
thorough  order.  This  cinal,  between  Lecblade  and 
Crick'ade,  has  the  making — if  properly  stocked  and  looked 
after — of  one  of  the  best  roach,  tench,  and  perch  fisheries  in 
the  kingdom,  and  of  tolerably  easy  access  from  London 
by  G.W.E  ,  either  to  Lechlade  or  Cricklade.  Weather 
very  cold  at  time  of  writing,  and  frosty  nights.  A  pike  of 
2(i!b.  was  recently  caught  and  returned  to  the  water  by 
Mr.  Jordan,  at  Hart's  Weir. — Eambler. 

Ancholme  District. — As  the  weather  remains  so  cold 
and  unseasonable  there  is  quite  a  dearth  of  flies  hatching, 
and  Ecircely  anyone  goes  out  trout  fishing.  The  baskets 
taken  eo  far  have  been  very  light.  The  Alder  Fly  is  now 
on  ;  but  one  of  the  best  in  the  absence  of  aquatic  flies  is 
the  Cowdung.  The  wiod  blows  this  on  the  water,  aid  it 
ia  taken  at  once.  The  Hawthorne  and  Black  Gnat  are 
due,  but  very  late.  The  Ancholme  Commissioners  list 
week  placed  200  very  fine  tench  ap  to  lOin,  or  12in.  ia  the 
river,  and  also  150  rudd.  More  have  to  follow.  Some 
very  fine  trout,  weighing  some  pounds,  are  seen 
occasionally  jumping  about  near  the  ca.ke  mills,  Briitg, 
aid  no  doubt  there  is  a  nice  lot  in  the  river. — Thomas 
Ford  (Oaistor). 

Coin,  Leach,  &o.  (East  Oloncestex shire).— 
The  Pale  Winged  Olive  Dun,  Yellow  May  Dun,  and  Brown 
Alder  have  been  well  on  on  some  stretches  during  the 
week,  and  the  trout  have  risen  freely  in  the  forenoon,  at 
mid  day,  and  about  four  or  five  o'clock.  There  has  as  yet 
been  no  evening  rise  to  speak  of,  although  a  good  many 
.Jenny  Spiocers  have  been  on  the  water,  and  in  some  parts 
gnats  innumerable.  We  have  been  treated  to  a  little  gale 
several  days  during  the  past  week,  and  but  few  rods  have 
been  out  either  on  hotel  or  private  waters,  for  it  has  been 
almost  imposbible  to  put  a  11;  on  the  water,  except  under 
very  Hheltered  stretches,  Tbe  bookings  for  the  May  Fly 
at  lb)  hotels  at  Fairford  and  Bibury  are,  I  understand, 
nearly  full  np,  but  beds  are  being  secured  close  at  band, 
so  as  tr>  to  ready  for  any  emergencies.  I  saw  a  swallow 
take  a  Yftl  m  May  Dun  on  Saturday  as  the  angler  was  in 
the  act  of  custing,  tbe  fly  being  one  of  Ogden's  tying,  and 
the  g'  n'leman  in  qupstion  had  caught  a  brace  of  nio^  trout 
in  successive  oasts 'n  this  now  reliable  fly,  which,  with  the 
Jirown  Alder  and  lied  Spinner  and  Hare's  Lug,  are  pretty 
well  ail  that  will  be  necessary  until  the  May  Fiy  comes  up, 
which,  I  fancy,  the  very  cold  weather  and  frosty  nights  we 
have  been  having  will  considerably  retard.  Amoogat 
others  who  have  been  out  are  Drs.  Autonini,  Hooker, 


Bloxsome,  and  March,  and  Messrs.  Eogers,  Ellison, 
Morgan,  Fanlkcer,  Nash,  Carbonell,  Brown,  Wolfandale, 
Lockwood.  &o. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — Baskets  have  been  very  light 
lately,  and  until  there  is  an  improvement  in  the  weather 
much  sport  must  not  be  expected.  Peal  have  been  seen  in 
the  higher  reaches  of  the  Camel,  but  none  have  yet  been 
taken.  Fishing  on  the  Fowey  has  been  very  poor.  On 
the  moorland  part  of  the  Inaey  and  the  higher  reaches  of 
the  Tamar  reports  come  of  very  fair  baskets  of  trout, 
numbering,  perhaps,  from  eighteen  to  twenty  ia  a  single 
day.    Rain  is  very  much  wanted. — BoDiiiN. 

Darenth,  Cray,  &o.— Both  these  rivers  are  now  in 
capital  condition  in  their  upper  reaches,  but  the  cold  east 
winds  have  checked  the  hatch  of  fly,  and  seem  to  render 
the  trout  averse  to  feeding  on  even  the  few  flies  that  do 
appear.  The  swallows  are  permitted  to  have  them  nearly 
all.  Just  about  sunset  the  trout  seem  to  wake  up,  how- 
ever, and  seize  their  last  chance  of  getting  a  fly  meal.  So 
that,  in  s^ite  of  the  cold,  there  is  occasionally  quite  a 
lively  evening  rise  for  a  few  minutes.  The  other  evening 
I  had  been  waiting  long  for  a  rise,  and,  without  much 
hope  of  result,  cxst  a  dry  fly  over  a  trout  which  had  not 
risen.  To  my  surprise  he  took  it  like  a  tiger,  and  promptly 
broke  me.  The  only  flies  I  could  see  on  the  water  were  a 
Brown  Gnat  (represented  best,  perhaps,  by  a  Bed  Quill) 
and  a  tiny  Grey  Midge,  Prospects  will  he  dec'dedly  good 
as  soon  as  the  east  wind  has  gone.  At  present  it  is  only 
in  very  sheltered  spots,  such  as  one  I  tried  the  other 
evening,  that  fishing  is  practicable. — J,  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— For  some  days  it 
has  been  impossible  to  keep  a  fly  on  the  water  owing  to  the 
easterly  wind,  which  |has  made  the  water  very  cold,  and 
kept  the  fish  at  the  bottom.  In  the  water  between  Totnes 
and  Bnckfastleigh  little  has  been  done.  Messrs.  E. 
Distin,  E.  Ackrell,  H.  T.  Dlstin,  and  J.  Edmonds  have 
had  a  few  in  the  evenings,  but  two  rods  together  have 
not  basketed  more  than  a  dozen.  The  flies  most  used  are 
Blue_  Upright,  Half  Stone,  and  Edmond's  Palmer. 
Considerable  satisfaction  will  be  expressed  at  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Bnckfastleigh  Council  to  connect  the 
manufacturers'  efflaent  with  the  purificaj)ion  works  at  once, 
and  thus  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  river,  which  U  such 
a  source  of  annoyance  to  anglers  around  Bnckfastleigh  at 
present.  Mr.  Soper  has  been  killing  some  trout  with  the 
minnow,  whilst  on  the  moor,  recently,  Mr.  Gregory 
creeled  over  three  dozen  in  a  day's  fishing.  The  Wickham's 
Fancy  has  been  a  killing  fly,  and  sport  is  decidedly  better 
on  the  moor  than  in  the  lower  waters.  Of  the  few  salmon 
killed  this  season,  Mr.  Martin,  a  noted  Dartmoor  salmon 
fisherman,  has  captured  a  couple  of  fine  salmon  near 
Dartmeet  with  the  Durham  Ranger,  whilst  previous  to 
that  the  Rev.  Foreter  managed  to  land  two  good  fish 
about  151b.  each  in  weight,  at  Holne  Chase.  I  hear  that 
the  net  fisheries  at  Dittisbam  have  been  in  luck  lately, 
having  made  some  good  hauls  ;  whilst  the  boats  at  Stoke 
Gabriel  and  Totnes  have  done  better  than  at  any  time 
during  the  season,  so  that  it  is  evident  salmon  are  in  the 
river. — Devonian 

Devonshire  Streams. — Although  the  streams  are  in 
fair  fishing  trim,  fishing  remains  quiet,  as  for  two  or  three 
days  the  weather  has  been  more  like  March  than  May,  tbe 
keen  biting  east  wind  making  the  water  very  cold,  with 
the  result  that  the  fish  will  not  rise.  Last  rteek  some 
excellent  sport  was  obtained  in  the  district  of  the  Upper 
Lyd,  the  best  lots  for  the  season  being  made.  A  Bride- 
stowe  rod  killed  nearly  four  dozen  trout  after  returning 
several,  the  Blue  Upright,  Red  Hare  Flax,  and  Bishop's 
Fancy  being  successful  flies.  Other  anglers  had  catches 
ranging  up  to  twelve  brace.  It  is  thought  that  the  night 
lining,  which  has  been  pretty  prevalent,  is  Bfi<ecting  sport 
on  the  Carey,  trouting  being  very  quiet— a  dozen  is  con- 
sidered good.  A  juvenile  follower  of  Izaak  Walton,  on 
Saturday,  scored  over  the  more  experienced  fishermen  by 
basketing  about  twenty,  the  Alder  proving  the  best  killer. 
A  |-pounder  was  creeled  in  Blagdon  Lake.  Wormers 
last  week  did  fairly  well  on  the  Upper  Tamar,  takes 
running  up  to  two  dozen,  but  one  gentleman  on  Saturday 
was  fortuEate  enough  to  get  nearly  four  dozen,  chiefly  with 
the  Blue  Upright  and  Red  Palmer,  although  none  of  the 
fish  scaled  8uz.  In  some  land-locked  preserved  water 
another  rod  secured  a  nice  dish,  two  trout  being  ju^t  under 
a  lb.  and  a  couple  |lb.  each,  the  flies  being  Hawthorn, 
Red  Spinner,  and  Blue  Upright.  Peal  fishing  has  scarcely 
commenced,  and  salmon  fly  fishing  is  next  to  useless  on  all 
streams  alike,  although  a  few  have  been  killed  on  the 
Upper  Dart  recently.— Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — The  east  winds  of  the  early 
part  of  tbe  week  seem  to  have  swept  all  fly  off  the  water, 
but  a  few  fish  have  been  creeled  with  the  March  Brown 
(Colonel  Fleming),  and  with  the  minnow  on  Beulty  Brook 
by  several  members  of  the  Ashbourne  Angling  Association, 
Messrs.  Prince  and  Nuttal  have  also  creeled  a  few  fish  with 
the  artificial  minnow.  To-day  (Thursday)  weather  ia  all 
that  could  be  desired.— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster  (Ash- 
bourne). 

Esk  (Whitby).- Only  poor  aport  has  been  had  on  this 
river  during  the  week,  the  water  being  much  too  low  for 
successful  angling,  and  a  heavy  spate  is  much  needed  to 
improve  matters.  Many  anglers  have  plied  the  rod  during 
the  past  few  days,  bat  with  unremunerative  results.  The 
Kik  Fishery  Board  and  the  Esk  Fishery  Association  have 
recently  bad  sucoesslully  turned  into  the  river,  between 
Jjealbolm  and  Sleights,  lOUO  two-year-old  furia  treat  from 
the  Wyresdale  Fishery  Company.  The  tish  were  in 
splendid  condition.  Sea  angling  affords  better  sport,  and 
n.ca  takes  of  mixed  fish  are  recorded.  Trout  fiebing 
prospeclB  for  the  coming  week  are  poor. — J.  Jackson. 

Fen  Diifirlot  (Sontii  Unoa,  and  CamDs.).— 
The  return  of  tbe  cold  at  tbe  end  of  the  week  has  had  a 
depresbiog  effect  on  the  trout  fishing  of  the  district. 
Owing  to  the  direction  of  the  wind  the  weather  has  seemed 
colder  and  more  blighting  than  it  really  was.   At  all 


events,  flies  have  been  nearly  absent,  and  only  late  in  the 
afternoon  of  sunshiny  days  has  there  been  any  "  rise  "  for 
them.  Those  interested  in  fishing  about  Stamford  have 
been  interesting  themselves  in  otter  hunting.  The  Bucks 
Otter  Hounds  have  been  busy,  and  during  four  days  they 
managed  to  kill  a  couple.  Another  was  found,  but  it  made 
good  its  escape. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— Angling  has  b>en 
very  quiet  in  the  North  Nottinghamshire  district.  The 
weather  for  the  week  end  was  more  like  March  than  May, 
and  very  few  anglers  have  thought  it  worth  their  while  to 
attend  at  the  water  side.  A  few  subscribers  from 
Nottingham  who  have  the  right  of  fishing  in  the  Dover  and 
Greet  in  the  Southwell  district  were  trying  their  luok 
about  Fiskerton.  They  were  not  very  successful,  it  is  said, 
as  only  a  few  brace  were  the  result  of  the  venture.  One 
brace  is  stated  to  have  been  taken  from  the  main  river  at 
the  outfall  of  the  Greet.  Very  few  salmon  have  gone  np 
the  river  this  year. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— Winter  seems  to 
have  returned  again,  aa  of  late  we  have  had  nothing  bat 
bitterly  cold  weather  and  biting  winds  from  the  N.E, 
There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  recently,  but 
the  wind  is  still  in  the  north.  Mr.  Garside  has  been 
fortunate  to  have  taken  thirty-four  fish  on  the  lOth, 
This  is  the  best  basket  up  to  date  this  year.  On  the  9th, 
twenty-eight  trout  scaled  161b.  15oz.  Of  these  Mr.  Henty 
and  Mr.  Garside  accounted  for  eight  each  ;  Rev.  Harbord, 
five  ;  and  the  remaining  baskets  two  each.  On  tbe  10th, 
fifty-nine  trout  were  weighed.  Mr.  Garside  killed  thirty, 
four  (191b.  lloz ) ;  Mr.  O'Hanlon,  eight ;  Mr.  Moss, 
seven ;  Mr.  Henty,  four ;  and  the  remaining  creels  two 
each  or  under.  On  the  11th  (a  bitter  cold  day),  forty-four 
fijh  were  weighed.  Mr.  O'Hanlon  killed  nine ;  Messrs. 
Garnett  and  Henty,  seven  each;  Capt.  Gatnett,  six; 
Messrs.  Garside  and  Moss,  five  each ;  Rev.  Chesshire  and 
Mr.  Barton,  three  ;  Mr.  Boote,  two.  The  12th  was  acold 
and  foggy  day,  and  the  total  day's  take  was  fifty-nine  fish, 
weighing  361b.  7oz.  Mr.  O'Hanlon  killed  twelve;  Mr. 
Garside,  ten ;  Capt.  Garnett,  nine ;  Mr.  Moss,  nine;  Mr. 
Henty,  five ;  Rev.  Harbord  and  Mr.  Davy,  four  each.  On 
the  14th,  thirty  trout  weighed  211b  2oz.  Mr.  O'Hanlon 
creeled  ten;  Capt.  Garnett,  four  ;  Rev.  Harbjrd  and  Mr. 
Townshend,  three  each ;  the  remaining  baskets  two  and 
under.  On  the  16  th  the  weather  was  a  trifle  better,  and 
fifty  trout  weighed  281b.  lloz.  Of  these  Messrs.  Henty 
took  seventeen;  Mr.  O'Hanlon,  eleven;  Mr.  Garside, 
seven ;  Capt.  Garnett,  five ;  Rev.  Harbord  and  Mr. 
Townshend,  three  each.  The  beat  basket  on  the  rivers  was 
luade  by  the  Rev.  Chesahire  and  Mr.  Barton,  who  took 
twenty-four  trout,  the  best  of  which  weighed  |lb.  The 
fish  are  in  splendid  condition,  and  only  a  day  or  two  of 
warm  weather  is  required  to  hatch  the  flies,  which  will 
bring  the  fish  to  the  top.  Red  and  Teal  has  been  the  most 
popular  fly.— Long  Drift. 

Iioa  and  Tributaries^— The  Lea  varies  considerably 
in  condition,  being  very  foul  in  some  of  the  navigation 
cuttings  ;  but  anglers  should  find  it  best  suited  for  troat 
fishing  at  Hertford,  Rye  House,  Hoddesden,  and  Brox- 
bourne.  The  weather  lately  has  been  cold,  dall,  and 
boisterous  in  the  Lea  Valley,  although  at  the  time  of 
writing  (Thursday)  there  are  indications  of  a  change  for 
the  better.  It  is  to  be  hoped  warm  and  balmy  weather  will 
en£U9,  for  in  the  past  week  there  has  been  little  sport, 
anglers  not  caring  to  face  north-easters,  gales,  &o.  I  have 
seen  some  very  fine  roach  between  Hardmead  Lock  and 
St.  Margaret's  Look,  and  in  some  parta  they  were  spawn- 
ing on  Saturday.  The  perch  have  finished  spawning,  I 
should  say,  and  I  have  met  with  some  nice  deposits  of  ova. 
A  beautiful  piece  of  trout  water  is  that  between  St. 
Margaret's  and  Rye  House,  for  it  includes  such  fishing 
spots  as  the  Pied  Bull  bend,  the  Black  Pool,  and  the 
October  Hole.  At  Hertford  those  anglers  subscribing  to 
Oram's  water  ought  to  meet  with  sport  when  the  weather 
is  more  genial.  The  stream  is  in  good  condition,  and  the 
big  dace  are  beginaing  to  show  themselves  again,  I  have 
heard  from  several  resorts  on  the  Stort,  but  reports  record 
no  trout  captures.  The  Beane  and  Rib  are  in  very  fair 
trim,  but  I  do  not  anticipate  any  sport  with  the  fly  until 
the  weather  improves. — Izaak  Walton. 

ItVigg  and  Arrow  (Iioomlnster).  —  Both  these 
streams  have  been  running  bank-full  and  muddy,  and  quite . 
out  of  fishing  order.  A  change  in  the  weather  caused  the 
livers  to  run  clear  again,  but  the  weather  turned  so  cold 
that  very  few  anglers  oared  to  venture  out  before  Tuesday, 
when  it  turned  milder.  The  water  is  now  in  good  order 
for  fishing,  and  the  trcut  have  been  rising  at  the  fly.  A 
few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  used  Red  Spinner,  Orey 
Spinner,  Browns,  Stone  Fly,  Cowdung,  Yellow  Dun,  Blue 
Dun,  and  Olive  Dun,  and  a  few  fish  landed.  If  the 
weather  keeps  line  sport  will  be  good.  The  Piasley  is 
clear. — GwvNNE. 

ItVigg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— To 
judge  by  appearances  the  rivers  are  just  what  could  be 
desired,  either  as  regards  level  or  colour ;  yet  sport  is 
thoroughly  bad,  owing,  I  believe,  mostly  to  atmospheric 
inflaenoes— frost  by  night,  bright  sunshine  slmost  daily, 
and  a  chilly  cold  north-east  wind  constantly.  To  name  flies 
till  a  change  occurs  is  superflujus. — R.  T.  Williams, 

Otter  (Bndleigfh  Salterton),— The  past  week  hsa 
been  very  bad  indeed  for  fly  fishers,  and  the  river  is  nearly 
deserted.  The  weather  has  been  bitterly  cold  for  the  time 
of  year,  although  the  sun  has  often  been  bright,  A  few 
days  ago  a  number  of  Olive  Duns  were  noticed  on  the 
water,  but  beyond  an  occasional  snap  from  a  little 
"  sprat  "  of  a  trout  no  attention  was  paid  to  tl.em  by  the 
fish.  About  5  p.m,  or  6  p.m,  the  rings  caused  by  snouts 
touching  the  surface  may  be  seen,  bat  what  it  is  that 
attracts  them  no  one  seems  to  know,  and  they  will  not 
look  at  any  artificial  Midge,  At  time  of  reporting 
(Wednesday,  May  10)  the  same  weather  as  above  described 
— sunny,  but  cold,  with  east  wind — prevails.   The  river  ia 
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clear  and  low,  but  in  good  order  for  the  fly  fieher. — 

i  Hbro.v. 

Plymouth. — Some  good  baskets  have  been  taken 
'  dorioK  the  week,  and  the  peal  have  been  rnnnirg  up  in 
«  (rood  nnmbers.  A  few  showers  would  do  some  good. — 
William  Hfabdkr. 

&eTern  (Shropshire). —The  Severnsnd  its  tributaries 
,  are  now  in  nice  order,  but  the  weather  continues  cold. 
1     Very  few  tront  have  been  taken. — Hafren. 

Severn.  VyrnTvy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
«■  nech).— Dull  and_  gloomy  has  been  the  state  of  the 
•     weather  for  some  time  past,  with  very  little  variety  in  the 

fway  of  sunshine,  so  that  anglers,  having  had  a  very  bad 
time  of  it  in  the  way  of  sport,  were,  up  to  Wednesday 
t     last,  in  a  very  despondent  mood,  and  the  state  of  the 
k    weather  was  only  too  plainly  reflected  in  their  oounten- 
t    arces.    The  wind  also  kept  persistently  either  east  or 
north-east,  and,  blowing  occisionally  half  a  gale,  consider- 
ably added  to  the  general  discomfort,  so  that  very  little 
fport  was  obtained  in  this  neighbourhood  up  to  Wednes- 
day last,  when  the  weather  became  much  more  seasonable, 
although  the  cold  east  wind  is  yet  in  evidence,  and  con- 
s-'derably    detracts    from    the    anglers'    enjoyment. — 
Vtrxwv. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivets,  and  Chichester 
Harbour. — The  weather  during  the  week  has  been 
adverse  to  all  sports.  The  opening  of  the  sports  field  at 
Littlehampton,  consisting  of  12  acres  of  ground  and  a 
commodious  pavilion,  the  gift  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  to 
;  the  town,  was  inaugurated  on  Monday  by  Lady  Mary 
Howard,  officiating  for  his  Grace,  when  the  Gentlemen 
and  Players  of  Sussex  in  wintry  weather  tried  conclusions. 
But  our  readers  must  pardon  me,  as  this  is  not  angling. 
At  Littlehampton  Harbour  but  littls  has  been  dene.  A 
few  smelt  and  small  bass,  and  flatfish  ;  no  take  of  mullet 
worth  recording.  The  trout  in  all  streams  and  rivers 
appear  to  be  keeping  in  the  warm,  as  but  few  have  been 
seen,  and  the  fly  fishermen  have  spent  many  days  with  a 
I  record  of  empty  creels.  The  Oxxse  at  Barcombe  Mills  and 
[  Lewes  has  been  well  patronised,  but  without  result.  A 
few  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Fletching  reaches  of 
the  river  with  worm,  but  nothing  exceeding  lib.  2oz. 
Minnow  and  worm  have  lured  a  few  fair-sized  fish  from 
the  Bother,  but  in  the  West  Sussex  preserved  waters  only 
blank  dajs  can  be  recorded,  as  here  fly  alone  is  allowed. 
Warmer  weather  is  wanted  for  all  branches  of  sport.  The 
harbour  fishing  at  Chichester  among  the  smelt  has  not 
been  so  succesefnl,  although  from  six  to  eight  dozen  per 
red  were  taken  per  tide  at  the  (nd  of  last  week.  The 
canal  at  Chichester  is  teeming  with  fish  ;  carp  up  to  141b. 
may  be  seen  in  the  basin  and  under  the  bridges,  a  few 
pike  computed  at  61b.,  and  myriads  of  small  bream  and 
roach.  The  water  sadly  wants  a  change  of  stock,  as  year 
by  year  fish  are  deteriorating. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North Devon).— Waters  are  right,  but  the  cold 
N.  and  N  E.  winds  do  not  give  much  encouragement  for 
fishing.  Few  of  the  spring  flies  are  seen,  but  the  various 
birds  and  foliages  on  the  river  bank  feel  things  gone  a  little 
wrong.  The  otter  hounds  have  done  well  latiely ;  one  day, 
since  my  last,  they  killed  three,  and  Saturday  ran  one  for 
miles,  but  lost.  Salmon  net  men  have  not  done  so  well ; 
but  lobster  and  prawn  men  have  been  Buocessful.— flusTy 
Game. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil).— Weather  rather  boisterous,  and 
only  a  few  trout  taken.  Water  in  splendid  condition. 
Two  salmon  caught  up  till  Wednesday,  111b.  and  ^\h. ; 
others  seen  running  up  — S. 

Teme  (tndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  in  capital  order  for 
fishing  again.  Up  to  Monday  the  river  was  muddy,  but  it 
soon  ran  off.  The  weather  has  been  very  bad  for  fishing. 
A  cold  east  wind  has  prevailed,  and  it  has  been  like  a 
second  winter,  but  this  changed  on  Tuesday,  and  the  fish 
bpgan  to  move  when  the  sun  was  out,  and  to-day 
(Wednesday)  summer  weather  prevails,  and  the  fish  are 
movicg  better,  and  a  good  few  flies  are  out.  Angling  up 
to  Tuesday  has  been  very  quiet— except  bottom  fishing 
with  worm.  Since  the  change  there  have  been  a  good  few 
anglers  out,  and  they  have  used  Blue  Dun.  Browns,  Red 
and  Grey  Spinners,  Bed  Palmer,  Cowdung,  Stone  Fly,  and 
Yellow  Dun,  and  some  nice  fish  landed,  and  the  prospects 
for  sport  are  now  good,  as  the  flush  of  water  has  refreshed 
the  river,  and  the  fish  should  move  better.  With  worm 
on  Monday  some  very  nice  trout  were  landed.  On 
Tuesday  a  nice  di^h  of  fish  were  taken  with  Blue  Dan  and 
Stone  Fly.  The  Ony,  Corve.  Clun,  and  Ledwjche  are  all 
clf  ar  and  in  good  order,  and  fishing  in  them  has  improved, 
and  sport  will  be  good  with  fly  and  worm.— 8.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— In  this  part  the  weather  last  week 
changed  from  wet  to  second  winter;  strong,  cold  east 
winds  blew  over  the  diftrict  and  made  it  bad  for  anglers, 
together  with  the  water  being  coloured,  very  little  fishing 
was  done.  A  change  came  on  Tuesday,  the  water  having 
cleared  and  it  being  warmer  ;  the  fish  began  to  rise  again 
at  the  fly,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  now  greatly 
improved.  Angling  has  not  been  brisk,  but  on  Wednesday 
eeveral  anglers  were  out  and  fair  sport  was  had,  and  if  it 
will  keep  warm  some  good  dishes  of  fish  will  be  landed  in 
this  part  with  fly. — WoRf  ester. 

Witham,  fto.  (BIid-I.inoolnahire).— Trout  fishing 
has  been  at  a  very  low  ebb  this  week.  Indeed  the  sport 
is  BO  uncertain  that  the  faithful  think  it  scarcely  worth 
their  while  to  keep  their  hands  in.  The  brooks  and  becks 
would  certainly  be  better  with  a  little  more  water  in  them, 
but  the  great  thing  wanting  is  more  insect  life  on  the 
surface.  Now  and  again  flies  are  blown  about,  but  they 
are  usually  in  that  daft  condition  that  fish  think  them 
unworthy  of  notice.  Ant  egg  is  about  the  best  bait  at  the 
present  time.  The  close  season  for  coarse  fish  is  now 
getting  on.  From  some  of  the  drains  I  hear  that  dace 
have  got  over  their  spawning,  but  I  think  this  is  somewhat 
doubtful.    However,  on  the  Trent  they  are  reported 


busy  taking  the  fly  in  the  warm  sunny  afternoons.— 
Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
are  in  order  for  fly  fishing  ;  also  bottom  fishing  has  been 
pursued  in  the  deeper  portions  of  the  Derwent  with 
success.  Only  a  few  fishermen  have  been  out  on  the  Wye. 
A  cold  north-east  wind  has  prevailed  during  the  past  week, 
and  only  light  creels  have  been  obtained.  This  also 
applies  to  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent,  as  the 
weather  has  been  unfavourable — rough  winds  and  a  enow- 
storm  on  Saturday,  which  lasted  two  cr  three  hours.  The 
best  baskets  I  hear  of  have  been  obtained  from  the 
Matlock  and  Oromford  Angling  Association's  water.  One 
gentleman  (a  visitor)  took  three  braca  below  Cromford  on 
Friday,  and  three  fish  on  Saturday  fishing  near  the  station 
bridge,  Matlock  Bath,  and  one  fish  on  Monday;  also  Mr. 
G.  W.  Briddon,  fishing  on  Saturday  a  place  that  is  known 
as  Chump  Hole,  Matlock  Bath,  landed  a  trout  weighing 
21b.  ISoz.,  and  on  Monday  night,  one  tront,  lib.  Sjz.  Mr. 
Edgar  Buxton  took  three  trout,  one  of  these  weighing 
nearly  21b. ;  these  were  taken  with  ants'  eggs  for  bait. 
When  the  weather  becomes  warmer  good  sport  may  be 
expected.  Useful  flies :  Olive  Duns  (dark  and  light 
shades).  Cock-winged  Dun,  Hare's  Ear,  and  Sand  Fly  for 
evening. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  9so.  (Torbshire).— A 
long  spell  of  north-east  or  due  east  winds  of  the  most  bitter 
and  cutting  description  have  been  tempered  to-day  and  yes- 
terday with  brilliant  sunshine  and  cloudless  skies,  but  the  fly 
fishers'  prospects  of  course  have  not  been  improved,  nor  will 
they  be  as  long  as  the  present  conditions  continue.  The 
grayling  have  not  spawned  yet,  and  are  feeding  ravenously. 
No  matter  what  fly  you  have  on,  and  how  carelessly  you 
put  it  on,  they  go  for  it  with  a  vengeance  ;  and  they,  like 
the  rabbits  in  New  Zf  aland,  adapt  themselves  to  circum- 
stances, and  the  angler,  fishing  either  the  natural  minnow 
or  the  artificial  one,  hooks  them  in  the  roughest  streams 
— streams  in  which  a  few  years  ago  they  were  not  to 
be  found.    They  have  been  a  complete  nuisance  to  the 
trout  fishermen,  and  I  suppose  they  will  continue  to  be 
until  they  make  up  their  minds  to  proceed  with  their 
breeding  duties.    I  got  half  a  dczen  nice  trout  in  the  Yore 
yesteidiy  nich  the  minnow,  fished  on  fine  Ariel  tackle,  and 
I  have  heard  of  several  similar  dishes  during  the  week — one 
of  nine,  caught  by  a  York  angler,  and  another  of  ten. 
Jim  Blades  seems  to  have  done  fairly  well  with  other 
anglers  in  the  association  waters  there.    HewrifeJ:  "In 
spite  of  the  cold  winds  sport  has  not  been  at  all  bad  with 
the  fly  ;  in  fact,  some  good  dishes  have  been  caught  with 
Greenwell's  Glory,  Partridge  and  Orange,  and  Dark 
Watchet  (the  hackled  imitation  of  the  Iron  Blue  Dan)." 
Blades,  like  me,  has  failed  to  observe  the  March  Brown, 
and  I  fear  this  favourite  fly  is  nearly  a  thing  of  the  past  as 
far  as  the  upper  Yore,  is  concerned.    To-dav  there  are 
few  anglers  out  all  the  way  up  from  Tanfleld  to  Hawes, 
nor  will  there  be  until  we  have  rain  now ;  there  are 
certainly  more  flies  now,  but  far  less  water  to  fish  them 
in.    Yesterday  and  again  to-day  there  were  myriads  of 
the  Gravel  Bed  Fly  hatching  out,  and  a  foir  proportion  of 
light  and  dark  Bloas,  but  I  and  others  have  failed  to  find 
the  March  Brown  yet.    In  a  letter  to  the  Yor]<shire  Post 
Mr.  Francis  Dirwin  complains  of  the  increasing  pollution 
of  the  Wharfe.    He  says:  "I  find  from  examination  and 
inquiry  that  it  is  year  by  year  becoming  less  free  from 
pollution.    The  fish  are  dying  in  the  stream  below  Otley, 
and  in  the  pools  and  eddies  at  Arthington  there  are 
evident   signs   of   increasing   pollution    to  be  seen." 
My  Swaledale  correspondent   says  the  feirfully  cold 
weather  up    that    dale    has  undoubtedly    been  the 
cause_   of    the   bad    sport   the    fly    fishermen  have 
experienced  up  the  main  river  and  in  its  tributary 
streams,  the  Cod  Beck,  Broad  Beck,  Bedale  Beck,  &o. 
Scarcely  any  natural  flies  are  to  be  seen  on  the  water,  and 
the  trout  in  the  clear  running  streams  have  taken  some 
tempting  in  the  bright  sunshine.    Those  who  have  fished 
"the  upstream  worm  "  have  come  off  with  the  heaviest 
baskets  both  as  regards  the  number  of  fish  and  also  the 
best  weights.    Mr.  N.  Smitbson  had  a  fairly  ^ood  after- 
noon's sport  in  the  Cod  Beck  last  Thursday  with  a  catch 
of  nine  trout,  three  of  which  were  over  |lb.  in  weight. 
The  same  afternoon  three  members  of  the  Bedale  Ox 
Angling  Club  tried  the  club  water  at  Leemirg,  but  met 
with  no  success  worth  speaking  of.    Mr.  J.  Kiug,  fiebirg 
in  Leeming  Loch  with  the  worm  on  the  bottom,  hooked 
and  landed  three  very  heavy  trout.   A  Leeds  angler, 
accompanied  by  one  of  the  members,  were  out  for  a  whole 
day  on  Bedale  Beck.    They  fished  from  Leeming  down  to 
the  Swale,  and  lack  again  to  Leeming  without  landing  a 
trout,  and  they  attributed  their  non-success  to  the  beastly 
wind  which  prevailed.    They  report,  however,  that  there 
is  abundance  of  trout  in  the  deep  waters.    Mr.  C.  B  liott, 
of  Scorton,  has  made  very  good  baskets  with  the  fly  on 
that  grand  stretch  of  water  he  rents  from  Mr.  D'Arcy 
Wyvill,  M.P.,  at  Constable  Burton.    I  don't  anticipate 
any  improvement  in  the  returns  of  sport  from  the  abave 
livers,  the  Nidd,  Aire,  Derwent,  Esk,  &o., until  after  rain 
now.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Staticn-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— There  are  enough  of 
sea  trout  in  the  Solway  Firth  and  to  spare,  but  it  is  said 
by  the  experts  and  weatherwiee  people  of  the  district  that 
warm  weather  is  required  to  bring  on  a  fresh  run.  Salmon 
are  scarce  enough  in  the  Solway  nets  and  difficult  to  get 
at.  A  fair  number  of  trout  are  being  taken  in  the  Border 
Esk  with  fly,  but  the  river  ia  running  very  clear,  and  as 
the  present  scribe  knows  the  stream  rather  intimately  you 
may  reckon  that  these  trouts  will  refuse  any  lure,  however 
artfully  constructed.  Showery  weather  is  setting  in,  and 
the  rivers  and  their  numerous  tributaries  are  in  good 
condition.  Little  has  been  done.  Of  course  ssa  trout 
have  been  ascending  the  Esk  in  Langholm  direction,  past 


Gilnockie  and  the  Skipper's  Bridge.  In  the  mid-reaches, 
Mr.  McKune,  jan.,  is  on  the  scene  of  action,  and  hauling 
out  burn  trout  by  the  dozen.  Dr.  Anderson,  ot  Ksk 
Bank,  Canonbie,  has  met  with  some  snccess,  but  the 
doctor  has  not  killed  a  salmon  up  to  now.  Several 
anglers  staying  at  the  Cross  K<'y8  Hotel,  Canonbie, 
have  done  with  yellow  tront  below  Canonbie  Bridge, 
opposite  the  Auld  Kiik.  The  Ewes  has  been  prolific  in 
burn  trout,  and  so  has  the  Meggat.  Then,  coming  to  the 
Liddle,  most  fish  have  been  caught  in  the  lower  reaches 
between  Penton  and  Liddlefoot.  .James  Graham  (the 
veteran),  R.  Steel,  and  several  gentlemen  from  Archer 
Beck  and  the  Cat's  Bit,  have  done  well  in  the  Liddle  ;  and 
in  the  upper  reaches  Messrs.  Grozor,  Armstrong,  and 
Johnson  have  had  some  creelfuls.  The  Hermitage  water 
has  shown  out  well  in  burn  trout  opposite  the  old  Castle  of 
Hermitage.  Salmon  have  been  seen  in  the  Sandholm  and 
Gullet  Pools,  close  to  Newoastleton  ;  but  they  are  shy, 
and  refuse  to  tackle  any  subterfuge  whatever.  Down 
away  in  the  Metal  Bridge  water,  Mr.  .Mason,  of  Rockliffe, 
tells  me  that  until  the  weather  improves  you  cannot 
expect  much  success.  Mr.  Wm.  Carruthers  and  Mr. 
Alex.  Thompson  each  hooked  a  sea  trout  and  lost 
it.  In  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  8.  McKune,  jun.,  had  a 
basket  of  two  dozen  yellow  trout,  and  he  hooked  a  sea 
trout  and  lost  it,  unfortunately.  Mr.  McKune,  jun.,  lives 
at  Gilcockie  Cottage  overlook'n?  the  Border  Esk.  on  the 
site  of  Gilnockie  Tower,  when  it  existed.  Mr.  Fasson, 
staying  at  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  has  had  some 
good  yellow  trout  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuoh's  reserved 
water.  Mr.  Wauch  and  Mr.  London,  staying  at  Lang- 
holm, had  some  good  catches  of  yellow  trout  in  the  upper 
raaohes  of  the  Border  Esk.  Mr.  Wm.  Douglas'  coaching 
tours  will  commence  shortly  in  order  to  caver  all  the 
Border  rivers. — Gilnockie. 

Carron,  ZSastar  K  ss  (Ard^a^,  N.B.).— On 
the  Invercharron  waters  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oakley,  Balnagown 
Arms  Hotel,  have  been  getting  fairly  good  sport;  Mr. 
Young  and  party  have  been  doing  well  Braelangwell 
waters;  and  Mr.  E.  T.  Coupland,  on  Gruinards  water ; 
but  full  details  are  not  to  hand.  Up  to  Wednesday,  this 
week,  the  weather  was  most  unfavourable,  with  bright 
sky  and  searching  east  winds. — B. 

Daveron  (Banffshire).— This  river  is  now  becoming 
too  low  and  clear  for  successful  angling.  The  weather  for 
the  past  week  has  been  dry,  with  cold  winda,  and  keen 
frosts  during  the  early  morning  and  in  the  evenings. 
Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  lately  got  on  the 
Mountblairy  and  several  other  waters.  On  the  Muiresk 
water  a  salmon  of  71b.  was  grassed  ;  and  on  the  Carnousie 
water,  one  of  Sib.  At  the  end  of  last  week  and  in  the 
beginning  of  the  present  fair  hauls  of  salmon  were  got 
from  the  bag  nets  on  the  sea,  and  on  the  river  a  number 
of  very  fair  trout  were  netted  on  the  water  near  the 
entrance.  Some  of  the  trout  are  of  good  size,  but  the 
average  weight  is  from  lib.  to  31b.  On  Monday  three  large 
boxes  of  salmon  were  consigned  from  the  Deveron  fishings 
to  the  markets,  and  on  Tuesday  one  box,  and  oae  from  the 
Gardenstown  fishings.  Grilse  are  very  backward ;  very 
few  have  as  yet  been  got  on  the  coast,  and  none  on  the 
river.- H.  W. 

Inveran  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— The  following  sport 
has  been  got  on  the  Shin  by  parties  from  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel :  On  "th  inst.,  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie,  Bart.,  of 
Crudie,  Devonshire,  landed  a  salmon  of  181b.  On  8th, 
the  last-named  got  a  12-pounder,  and  Sir  John  Shelfey, 
Bart.,  of  Michael  Grove,  Sussex,  a  101b.  salmon.  On  9th, 
Sir  J.  Ferguson  Davie  caught  four  salmon,  of  8ib.,  91b.,  lOib. , 
and  121b.  On  10th,  the  last-named  got  an  11-pounler,  and 
Sir  John  Shelley  one  of  9lb.  On  12th,  Sir  John  F.  Davie 
landed  two,  of  91b.  and  131b. ;  and  Sir  John  Shelley  one  of 
91b.    River  now  getting  very  low. — B. 

Loch  Chon  (Stronaohla.ha'-).  —  Fishing  from 
Stronachlachar  Hotel  on  Monday,  14th  inst.,  Mr.  Neale 
Thomson  and  friend,  in  one  boat,  had  twenty  trout  weigh- 
ing 9Jlb.  On  Loch  Katrine,  same  day,  Mr.  Howard  had 
eleven  nice  trout  weigbing  51b. — D.  F. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar) .-Fishing  from 
the  Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on  May  11,  Mr.  Neale  Thomson 
and  Mr.  Jamieson,  fishing  in  one  boat,  had  twenty-one 
nice  trout  weighing  91b.  On  May  15  Mr.  Neale  Thomson 
and  friend,  fishing  in  one  boat,  had  twenty-five  trout 
weighing  lljlb  ,  the  heaviest  trout  weighing  2jlb.  Mr. 
Mclntyre,  fishing  two  hours  in  the  eveniasr.  ciugtit  eleven 
nice  trout  weighing  4ilb  — Donald  Ferguson. 

Lochleven  (Kinioss). — Ttie  pa::t  week  has  been  an 
unusually  disappointing  one  for  anglers.  Nothing  has 
been  wanting  in  steady  winds  and  a  clouded  sky  to  have 
assured  the  angler  of  big  creels,  but  a  relentless  wintry 
cold,  which  made  fish  feed  at  the  bottom,  kept  them  from 
taking  the  lures,  anl  light  baskets  have  been  the  rule. 
There  was  a  sudden  change  in  the  weather  on  Tuesday, 
when  a  scorching  sun  raised  the  water  temperature  5deg., 
and  a  mild  evening  following  gives  batter  promise  of  sport, 
while  the  weather  prophets  predict  the  near  approach  of 
much-needed  rain,  which  will  greatly  improve  matters. 
Mr.  D.  Stewart,  Edinburgh,  took  fourteen  trout.  91b.  ? 
Mr.  Alexander,  sixteen,  13lb.  8:z. ;  Mr.  E.P.Wilson, 
Markinch,  a  well-known  fly  fisher,  creeled  thirteen,  91b.; 
Mr.  H.  Barr,  fourteen,  91b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Dawson, 
Dalkeith,  twelve,  91b. ;  Mr,  Potts,  Lasswade,  thirteen, 
91b.  8jz.  ;  Messrs.  Haggie  and  Arnott,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
eight,  61b  8qz.  ;  Messrs.  Smith  and  Robinson,  Manchester, 
eleven,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Taylor,  Edinburgh,  eight,  8ib.  Sjz. 
The  following  total  captures  by  angling  c'ubs  and  the  first 
prize  winners,  who  fished  eight  hours,  will  give  the  best 
indication  of  spott :  Glasgow  A. C,  fourteen  rods,  forty- 
five  trout,  331b.  12cz. ;  Mr.  J.  Eraser,  seven,  51b.  llcz. 
Uddirgiton  Waltcnians,  seven  rods,  seventeen,  131b.  Sjz.  ; 
Mr.  11.  Craig,  three,  31b.  15:z.  Dundee  A.C. ,  thirty 
rods  (with  fly),  102,  681b.  ;  Mr.  G.  K.  Smith,  nine, 
41b.  12cz.  Edinburgh  Edina  C,  six  rods,  ten,  61b.  4oz. ; 
Mr,  G.  Brechin,  four,  21b.  12cz.    Fifeshire  C,  nine  rods 
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with  fly),  thirty-four,  2.5lb.  14  iz.;  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson, 
eight,  5.0.  4oz  Glcisgo  »  S:.  Mango  C,  seventeen  rods, 
thirtj-t*o,  25lb.  8  ;z  ;  Mr.  A.  Pateraon,  nine,  61b.  2  )z. 
Tbe  hetviest  trout  kilted  daring  the  week  was  not,  with 
fly,  by  Mr.  J  G.  Deans,  of  the  St.  Mango  Club,  and 
weighi-d  2  b.  lOJoz.— Robert  Laing. 

Ii  ichmadd^ . — Sine-)  list  report  beven  fine  salmon  have 
been  landed,  ranging  in  weight  from  91b.  to  151b.,  all 
fresh-run.  Oue  of  lljlb.  was  the  finf  st  fish  of  its  size  the 
writer  has  ever  seen.  Fish  are  very  plentiful  at  present. — 
Mac. 

Iiooliuess  (Foyers  Hotel). — Fishing  from  Foyers 
Hotel  on  Lochness,  on  Mayo,  Mr.  Herring,  of  Wrays- 
bnry,  Berkshire,  got  two  trout,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Shaw,  four 
trout,  51b. ;  and  Mr.  Morgan,  one  trout,  lib.  On  May  7i 
Mr.  Herring  got  seven  trout,  51b.,  on  Loohness ;  and  on 
Loch  Mhor,  Mr.  Morgan  and  Capt.  Waleh,  six  trout,  31b. ; 
Mr.  Shaw,  nin?  trout,  6Jlb.  On  May  8,  Mr.  Herring  got 
one  salmon,  101b.,  and  seven  trout,  5Ib.,  on  Lochnees.  On 
Loch  Mhor  Mr.  Shaw  got  nine  trout,  61b. ;  Capt.  Walsh 
and  Mr.  Morgan,  eight  trout,  61b.  On  May  10,  Mr. 
HerriEg  got  one  salmon,  91b..  and  seven  trout,  51b.,  on 
LochnesB.  On  Loch  Mhor,  Mr.  Shaw  bad  seven  trout, 
3Jlb. ;  Capt.  Walsh  and  Mr.  Morgan,  thirteen  trout,  7ib. 
On  May  12,  Capt.  Walsh  got  four  trout,  2Jlb.,  on  Loch 
Mhor  ;  and  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Morgan,  eight  trout,  61b. — 

S.  TiLSTON. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thniso.  N.B.).— On  7th 

inst..  Major  Burnell  Milnes,  Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  two 
Balmon  cn  Beat  No.  3  ;  Mr.  Oits,  Dilvini  Lodge,  two,  on 
No.  2;  and  a  Skelpick  Lodge  rod,  three,  of  141b,,  111b., 
and  81b.,  on  Noa.  5  and  6.  On  8th  and  9th,  same  rod  had 
three  salmon  each  day ;  and  on  11th,  one  ealmon.  Mr. 
Gill  and  Dr.  Turner,  Syre  Lodge,  have  also  done  well, 
having  landed  between  them  eight  salmon  in  two  days. — B. 
_  North-Ease  of  Scotland. — The  rivtr  was  in  wading 
size  for  the  first  time  for  many  weeks  on  Monday,  and 
sport  on  the  iccrease.  With  the  advent  of  milder  weather 
the  summer  fishing  on  the  middle  and  upper  waters  of  the 
Dee  will  be  really  good  Fish  are  plentiful,  and  there  is 
little  fear  of  the  waters  being  too  small  till  well  into  July. 
On  the  Bra°mar  reaches.  Col.  Morland,  Kindrochit  Lodge, 
had  one  cf  9ib,,  and  two  of  81b.  each  ;  while  Col.  Fowler 
Butler  creeled  two,  of  6lb.  and  8ib.  On  the  Ballater 
waters  the  fish  are  jast  beginning  to  move  into  the  pools 
in  force,  and  Mr.  Btielow  and  the  other  rods  in  these  parts 
hive  aa  yet  met  with  but  meagre  sport.  On  the  Aboyne 
reaches,  Mr.  Wli  elaw  creeled  one  of  71b.,  and  one  of 
81b. ;  Mr.  Younger,  two,  71b.  and  7Jlb. ;  while  other 
anglers  add' d  to  the  total  of  eighteen  tiah  for  the  week, 
including  Mr.  Magniac,  who  had  one  CJlb  ,  and  three,  of 
6lb.,  71b.,  and  101b.  ;  Mr.  Cunard,  one  of  71b.  ;  an'd  Mr. 
Tayler,  one  of  7ib.,  and  a  beauty  of  181b.  Tae  weather 
has  been  cold  aad  stormy  during  the  week,  but  the  river 
subsided  low  enough  to  be  in  good  fishing  order,  and  good 
sport  is  const  quently  anticipated.  Oa  the  Desa  water, 
Mr.  D'Arcy  Clark  creeled  nine,  selling  from  61b.  to  161b. ; 
Lord  G  trri  ch,  two,  of  71b.  and  8lb.,  on  Kincardine  Lodge ; 
Mr.  Sidney  .Jones,  seven,  on  the  Ballogie,  scaling  from 
81b.  to  lejlb. ;  and  the  Hon.  Chas.  Fitzwilliam,  Hon. 
Mrs.  Fitz  William,  and  Mr.  Brocklehurtt,  six  fisb,  eciling 
from  71b.  to  22  .b.  The  22-pounder  was  killed  by  Hon. 
Mrs.  Fitz  William  in  the  Burn  of  Angel's  Pool,  and  was  a 
perfect  beauty,  fresh  run.  On  the  Upper  Blackhall 
section,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drummond  creeled  siz  fish,  scaling 
from  71b.  to  14Jlb  ;  and  Mortimer,  on  Woodend 
water,  had  seven,  weighing  from  81b.  to  161b.  On 
the  Cairnton  water,  Mr.  T.  Turner,  Forley,  Capt. 
Brooke,  and  other  rods  are  getting  four  and  five 
fish  daily.  On  the  Durria  water  (Park  section)  and 
similar  beats  sport  up  till  now  has  bean  unprecedented. 
Trouting  on  the  Don  continues  to  steadily  improve,  and 
the  fly  is  now  taking  the  place  of  the  worm.  On  the 
Parkhi  1  waters,  which  are  let  to  several  rods,  sport  h  1 8 
not  yet  reached  its  best ;  but  on  the  Monymnsk,  Alford, 
and  Tillyfourie  sections  nothing  better  could  be  desired, 
when  the  weather  favours  the  operation.  The  Ugie  is 
just  coming  into  trim  for  the  brown  trout  season,  the 
finnock  run  being  over  for  the  nonce.  Messrs.  Ingram, 
Mitcnell,  Mackay,  and  others  have  been  making  baskets 
scaling  from  121b.  to  201b.,  mostly  to  the  fly.  Fish  are 
plcnti'ul,  and  there  is  apparently  abundance  of  water. 
The  Ugie  can  be  fished  for  the  first  eight  miles  on  monthly 
tickets  of  £'L  each,  and  has  recently  been  cleared  of  nets, 
and  otherwise  imp-ovtd  — G.  M. 

Oreracai^  (v. a  I>air^,  N.B.) —A  few  days  ago 
Mr.  Kenneth  Mackay  was  out  on  Loch  Shin  and  landed 
twei  ty  trout,  averaging  about  Jib.  each.  Prospects 
good  —  B. 

Bonth  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  have  been  in 
fairly  good  order  since  last  week's  notes.  At  the  time  of 
writing  they  are  getting  low  and  clear.  Cold  east  winds 
prevailed  until  yesterday  (Tuesday),  and  there  was  little 
fly  on  the  water.  Nevertheless  eome  fair  sport  was  had, 
though  the  old,  frosty  nights  caused  the  sea  trout 
migration  to  fall  off.  They  are  beiiinning  to  run  again  I 
hear  to  day.  Should  the  temperature  continue  as  warm 
ai  thB  pan  two  days,  nifiht  fist  irg  will  be  in  full  swing  on 
■ome  tf  the  rivera.  The  following  no'es  come  to  band  from 
the  different  rivers  of  this  district.  TiiK  Annan. — This 
river  ta«  been  in  fair  ply  for  trout,  and  several  nice 
catches  tiave  been  made  with  fly  and  the  clear  water  worm. 
In  the  lower  wa'ers,  Mr.  Robert  Thomson  has  bad 
ceveral  nice  yellow  trout  with  fly.  On  Monday  evening 
he  lost  a  very  fine  sea  troot  at  Violet  Bank  stream  while 
trying  to  grass  it  without  a  landing  net.  Several  sea 
trout  have  been  caught  in  the  mid  reaches  and  in  the 
Dryfe  portion,  Mr.  I'eter  Hots,  Lockerbie,  killed  a  good 
aea  trout  of  2lh.,  and  other  anglers  had  baaketg  of  yellow 
trout.  TiiK  N'lTH.— This  river  afforded  excellent  baskets 
of_  trout  after  the  floods,  and  more  especially  in  the 
tributaries.  The  heaviest  baskets  were  made  with  worm 
bait.    Some  of  the  rods  had  five  and  six  dozen  trout,  and 


some  of  them  weighed  Jib.  and  fib.  each.  The  Sinquhar 
p'^rtion  is  now  low,  and  the  sport  is  not  so  good  this  week. 
The  Galloway  Rivees.— Last  week  a  goodly  number  of 
vi»itor8  were  in  the  district,  and  several  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  were  taken  in  the  diffarent  rivers.  In  the  Ken  of 
Dilry  the  streams  aff  >rded  fair  oatcbes.  Taree  anglers 
had  good  baskets  in  the  lowor  reaches  of  the  Ken,  some  of 
the  trout  weighing  from  Jib.  to  lib.  each.  One  local 
angler  killed  three  dozen  brown  trout  with  worm  bait 
above  the  bridge  at  AUangibbon.  The  Polharvow  stream 
also  gave  good  sport,  ae  also  did  several  of  the  burns. 
None  of  the  trout,  however,  were  large.  In  the  Birkland 
burn  last  week-end  Messrs.  Scott  and  Lamb,  of  Castle 
Douglas,  killed  three  dozan  yellow  trout,  and  a  Dalbeattie 
angler  had  over  twenty  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  same 
water  with  worm  bait.  In  the  Lane  water  Mr.  J. 
Coupland  ciught  half  a  dozen.  The  Dee  of  Ktroudbright- 
ahire,  the  Fleet  of  GatehouEe,  and  the  Ure  of 
Dalbeattie  all  gave  fair  sport  to  local  hands,  chiefly  with 
worm  lure.  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs.— The 
streams  in  this  part  of  the  district  were  very  heavily  fiahed 
last  week  by  visitors,  and  local  roda  as  well.  A  good  deal 
of  all  night  fishing  waa  carried  on  with  worm  bait.  On 
Saturday  over  thirty  rods  were  out  on  the  portion  between 
Stair  Bridge  and  the  foot  of  the  Lngar,  and  some  fair 
baskets  were  had.  On  Loch  Doon  of  Dalmellington 
the  spjrt  is  rapidly  improving.  On  Friday  Messrs. 
Simpson  and  Shanks,  two  visitors  from  Glasgow,  were  out 
in  the  Eglinton  Hotel  boats,  and  killed  fifty -two  yellow 
trout,  weighing  lOJlb  ,  with  fly.  The  Hare  Lug  and 
March  Brown  are  killing  fairly  well  on  the  lochs.  The 
Lochwinnoch  Angliog  Association  are  stocking  their 
waters.  Several  of  the  directors  assisted  in  putting  into 
one  of  the  rearing  ponds  apd  tivo  burns  60,000  trout  fry 
from  the  hatchery,  and  it  u  proposed  to  liberate  a  similar 
number  in  a  few  days.  A  month  ago  3000  Lochlevecs 
were  placed  in  one  of  the  rearing  ponds.  During  the  past 
eighteen  months  about  200,000  trout  ova  have  been 
successfully  hatched  in  the  hatchery.  The  Solway 
Derwent. — This  river  was  in  good  order  last  week, 
though  the  straams  are  now  clear  and  running  low  again 
tc-day.  Fair  sport  among  yellow  trout  has  been  had,  and 
an  odd  sea  trout  has  been  i-aught  in  the  lower  reaches. 
The  likes  are  giving  some  good  trout  by  trolling  the 
minnow  from  the  boats.  The  run  of  salmon  in  the  firth 
is  rather  disappointing  to  the  lessees  this  week.  The 
following  has  been  sent  me  from  the  Tay :  "  Falls  of 
Tummel.— In  the  water  rented  by  Mr.  Dixon,  of  South, 
port,  at  the  Falls  of  Tammel,  Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton,  of  Holm 
Cliff,  Annan,  killed  a  salmon  of  16Jlb.  on  Fiilay,  with 
gudgeon  bait.  On  Monday  the  same  gentleman  killed 
another  beautiful  fish  of  18Jlb.,  with  fly,  at  the  Falls. 
Mr.  Thexton,  who  is  a  guest  of  Mr.  Molnroy's,  of  Lnde, 
had  fine  sport  among  yellow  trout  on  Mr.  Molnroy's  loch 
at  Lude.  Mr.  Mclnroy  had  a  number  of  trout,  as  also 
Mr.  Mitchell,  solicitor,  of  Pitlochry.  Some  of  the  trout 
weighed  21b.  each." — Heatherbell. 

Spey  ^Morassliire). — The  riteris  now  settling  down, 
and  so  into  better  angling  condition.  On  the  Pitcroy 
Lodge  water,  Mr.  Burns'  fisherman,  on  Friday,  had  no 
fewer  than  five  ealmon  to  his  rod,  being  the  largest  catch 
for  one  day  during  the  last  few  years.  From  the  Carron 
water,  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Grant,  of  Elchies,  had  one  of 
lOlh. ;  while  from  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  the 
previous  day.  Dr.  Gourlay  had  a  basket  of  trout  weighing 
9  b.;  and  Mr.  Campbell,  one  of  71b.  Sir  Ralph  Hare, 
fishing  on  the  Easter  E.chiea  water,  landed  one  of  101b. ; 
and  from  the  Laggan  water,  Mr.  John  Munro,  keeper, 
landed  one  of  121b. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Streams.— 
The  atate  of  the  rivers,  both  in  the  country  districts  where 
the  tributaries  come  into  the  main  rivers,  have  been  of  a 
very  despondent  kind  for  the  angler — some  days  a  grand 
fishing  water,  the  next  a  rise  of,  say,  2ft.,  and  no  fishing. 
On  the  main  rivers  (Tweed  and  Teviot)  the  same  remarks 
have  to  be  made,  and  all  over  the  district  the  sport  has 
been  the  case.  It  is  true  that  a  few  nice  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  got,  but  they  are  few  and  far  between.  One 
grand  dish  of  12Jlb.  was  killed  by  Mr,  Duncan  Hill, 
Queen's  Head  Hotel,  Kelso,  on  the  Tweed,  with  fly; 
all  beautiful  trout,  and  in  grand  condition.  Mr.  John 
Mercer,  Kelso,  on  the  Teviot  on  Monday  last,  had 
71  b.  of  fine  trout;  on  the  following  day  he  had  8 Jib., 
which  included  two  grand  trout,  of  lib.  and  IJlb.  each  ;  all 
were  caught  with  fly.  Mr.  T.  Thompson,  on  the  Tweed, 
had  4lb.  ;  Mr.  James  Robertson,  61b. ;  and  Mr.  T. 
Jameson,  4ilb.  Of  salmon  fishing  there  baa  been  very 
little  of  late  in  .  the  Kelso  district,  however,  and 
the  only  takes  got  lately  were  two  nice  clean-run 
salmon  of  9ib.  and  71b.  respectively,  which  were  got 
on  the  famous  Floors  Castle  upper  water  on  Monday  last. 
Nothing  has  been  done  on  the  Bdnam  House,  Sprouston, 
or  Lower  Floors  water,  while  on  the  Hendersyde  pre- 
serves Mr.  Thos.  Pringle  has  only  had  a  few  baskets  of 
trout,  a  bull  trout  or  two.  On  the  Birgham  water  the 
reports  I  have  to  hand  are  to  the  effect  that  no  salmon 
have  been  killed  there  this  week,  but  some  takes  of  trout 
have  been  got.  Taking  the  week  as  a  whole,  the  takes 
have  not  been  of  the  most  satisfactory  character.  The 
Tweed  net  salmon  fishings  are  now  improving,  both  on  the 
river  and  on  the  sea  shore,  one  salmon  of  321b.  having  been 
got  on  one  of  the  fisheries,  while  the  hauls  got  by  the  nets 
are  also  improving. — Maywiiekl. 


Thk,  Army  ani;  Navy  E.xhibition  at  the  Royal 
Aijaarium,  which  will  open  on  Tuursday  next,  is  under  the 
patronage  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Sheriffs,  and  will  be  a 
popular  and  interesting  display.  It  will  oompriee  all 
kinds  of  exhibits  connected  with  the  services,  including  a 
new  gun  of  great  merit.  The  exhibition  of  relics  of  the 
siege  of  Kimberley  will  he  continued,  and  will  doubtless 
be  viewed  with  much  interest. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Balljlough  (Co.  Down),— On  this  preserved  water 
sport  recently  was  quite  dull.  Several  anglera  were  out 
this  wpek,  Mr.  J.  Rudwick  being  the  most  auooessful. — 
J.  A  B. 

_  Bann  (Eilrea).— The  discoloured  water  that  kept  the 
river  out  of  order  for  fly  fishing  for  the  past  ten  days  has 
now  cleared  off.  The  river  has  fallen  8in.,  and  the  water 
is  all  that  could  be  desired,  so  far  as  clearness  and  height 
are  concerned,  for  good  trout  and  salmon  angling.  There 
were  few  rods  out  for  the  week,  aa  trout  were  not  rising 
freely,  there  being  very  few  natural  flies  on  the  surface. 
Some  salmon  have  been  seen  rising  under  the  weir  at 
Kilrea.  There  is  a  good  prospect  of  sport  for  ths  coming 
week. — Daniel  O'Jj'ee. 

Belfast  and  Bistriot.— The  weather  is  considerable 
warmer,  yet  still  unfavourable  for  trouting.  The  followinS 
anglers  were  out  on  Woodbum  Dams  with  varying  aucoessi 
Messrs.  James,  Murray,  T.  Palmer,  Smith,  BraithwaitJ 
Heaney,  Scully,  E.  Hunter,  Scott,  Dr.  Barnett,  &c.  Ma 
Harry  Scott  had  a  dozen  trout  on  the  north  dam  dM 
Saturday.  The  Clady  baa  run  low  and  clear,  and  nothin 
will  be  done  on  it  till  a  flood  comes.  Mr.  John  Harpel 
had  half  a  dozen  trout  at  Ballymather  a  few  evenings  agcl 
The  Irish  Fishery  Commifsion  will  sit  at  Belfast  <d 
Monday,  May  21,— J.  A.  B.  1 

Boyle. — Since  last  report  there  has  been  fairly  gooa 
fishing,  especially  on  the  Boyle  river,  which  is  in  EplendicP 
order.  On  May  13  I  saw  several  very  nice  trout  kitled  on 
river,  largest  31b.  Col.  Butler,  London,  is  doing  fairly 
well  among  the  pike.  There  waa  a  good  show  of  flies 
on  Lough  Key  on  Wednesday,  although  the  weather  is 
cold,  with  easterly  winds.  Fisbiog  with  the  Green  Drake 
will  be  in  full  swing  on  Monday  next. — George  Taylor. 

Bnndrowes  (co.  Donegal).— Mr.  T.  Despard  killed 
one  salmon  of  101b.  on  lltb  mat.  The  river  is  now  getting 
low,  and  more  rain  is  needed. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Cork  Rivers.— Sport,  generally  speaking,  has  been 
backward  since  last  report  on  the  principal  Cork  rivers, 
owing  to  unfavourable  weather  conditions.  At  time  of 
writing  the  prospects  of  better  sport  are  reassuring,  aa 
salmon  are  in  better  rising  humour,  and  appear  to  be 
fairly  numerous  on  the  principal  reaches.  In  the  trouting 
department  some  fair  or  average  sport  has  been  had  on 
those  waters  where  anglers  have  been  out  specially  after 
trout.  Local_ patterns  of  flies  proved  to  be  the  best  killers. 
Weather  getting  seasonable,  but  some  rivers  are  beginning 
to  ran  low.— T.  J.  D. 

Comb  (Galwaj). — The  river  is  in  pretty  good  order, 
though  lowering.  Since  last  notes  Messrs.  Muniment, 
Cohen,  Smith,  and  Schofield  had  several  fish  each.  The 
weather  i^  bright,  and  chilly  in  the  evenings. — J.  A.  B, 

East  Tyrone  Biveis.— The  Blaokwater  ia  falling 
down,  and  clear.  Except  a  little  trouting  during  the  even- 
ing rise  there  is  nothing  scarcely  to  record'.  This  has 
been  one  of  the  worst  springs  for  some  years.  Fishing  is 
also  dull  on  the  Ballinderry. — J.  A.  B. 

Bene  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Mr.  B. 
Bagshawe  and  Mr.  Rafiic  killed  fourteen  trout,  weighing 
63Jlb.,  duriag  the  past  week.— M.  Rogax  and  Sons. 

Kerry  ZUvers. — Though  the  weather  baa  improved 
sport  has  been  backward,  generally  speaking,  on  all  the 
principal  Kerry  rivers.  Full  details  of  the  sport  had  have 
not  come  to  hand,  but  it  would  appear  that  the  heaviest 
fish  had  was  one  of  16Jlb.,  had  by  the  Rev.  T.  Halloran,  on 
the  Cummeragh.  Sea  trout  are  arriving,  but  are  not  yet 
numerous  in  any  water.  Aa  far  as  brown  trout  are  ocn- 
cerned  sport  haa  been  indifferent,  and  no  heavy  fish  of 
this  description  have  been  taken.  The  Kerry  rivers  as  a 
rule  do  not  yield  many  heavy  brown  trout,  such  fish  being 
usually  met  with  on  the  lakes,  where  they  are  good  risers 
to  the  fly,  if  the  weather  conditions  be  favourable. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Killarney.— On  the  whole  sport  has  been  pretty  good, 
though  the  sport  of  anglers  here  has  not  been  up  to 
anticipation,  especially  in  the  matter  of  salmon.  'Ibat 
those  fish  are  numerous  appears  to  be  a  fact,  and  with 
more_  favourable  weather  they  should  give  good  sport, 
especially  in  the  fly  fishing  department.  Brown  trout 
continue  to  give  fair  or  average  sport  on  the  lakes,  and 
some  fine  fellows  have  been  creeled  which  fought  gamely. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Lougli  Cnrrane  (WaterTille,  co.  Kerry).- Sport 
has  been  backward,  generally  apeaking,  but  not  many 
anglers  have  been  out.  Dr.  Colohan,  out  from  the 
Anglers'  Rest  Hotel,  on  Monday,  caught  a  splendid 
salmon  of  261b. — the  heavieat  had  nera  for  a  long  time. 
It  is  only  a  few  days  ago  that  this  gentleman  had  a  fish  of 
24lb.  It  is  rarely  it  deed  that  such  heavy  specimens  have 
been  had  by  one  angler  in  such  quick  succession.  JohnLy 
Brennan  had  a  fresh  run  fish  of  SJlb.  Brown  trout 
have  afforded  fair  aporb,  but  only  a  few  sea  trout  have 
been  had  so  far.  The  latter  fish  are  not  yet  numerous, 
however,  but  they  are  arriving  in  better  numbers,  ami 
will  probably  give  sport  shortly.  On  the  Cummeragli 
which  flows  into  the  lake,  nothing  has  been  done  durmg 
the  week.    It  is  running  too  low  again. — T.  J.  D. 

Itongh  Melvin. — Some  good  sport  was  had.  Messrs. 
B.  Bugsbawe,  Greaves,  <^'c.,  took  several  salmon,  weighing 
from  61b  to  12lb.  Trout  fishing  was  also  good. — M. 
Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough.  Neagii. — Trout  netting  continues  about  the 
average,  and  the  same  applies  to  pollen  netting.  The 
demand  from  the  cross  Channel  markets  for  trout  and 
pollen  is  steady  at  prices  ranging  from  9d.  to  Ild.  per  lb. 
for  the  former,  and  ISa.  to  18?.  per  box  for  the  latter.  On 
the  tributaries  trouting  is  poor.— J.  A.  B. 

Monine  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone).  —  The 
river  is  running  down  clear,  and,  the  weather  being  bright 
in  daytime,  and  chilly  at  night,  (routing  is  rather  poor. 
The  May  Fly  rise  on  this  river  is  not  of  much  account. 
Salmon  may  be  expected  next  month,— J.  A.  B. 
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"FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


CoNTKiBUTiONS  for  this  fund — the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
Bome  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Oazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


I 


TWENTY-FIFTK  LIST. 

The  "  Khaki  Acrostic  "  

The  Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society  (per  Mr.  J.  H.  Herbert,  hon.  sec.) :  Mr. 

Gat«8,  6i. ;  Mr.  Leach,  61;   Mr.  Clark,  6d. ;  Mr.  E.  Challis,  6d. ;  Mr. 

Wilkes,  6d. ;  Mr.  Herbert,  Od. ;  Mr.  Benny,  6d. ;  Mr.  Burwash,  6d. ;  Mr. 

Day,  63. ;  Mr.  Perry,  6d. ;  Mr.  Boys,  3d. ;  Mr.  A.  Challis,  3d. ;  Mr.  Croker, 

.3d.  ;  Mr.  Searl,  3d  


Amount  from  twenty-fourth  list  ... 
Total    ...  ...   


"0   6  0 

0   8  0 

242   3  3J 

242  11  3i 


Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Eillaloe).— A  few 

fine  salmon  have  been  taken  on  both  Mr.  W.  Young's 
and  Major  Traherne's  preset vaa  this  week,  and  on  my 
water  several  fish  were  hooked,  played  for  a  time,  and  lost. 
I  know  that  very  many  of  my  Eoglisb  angling  readers  will 
be  expecting  to  hear  something  reliable  from  me  regarding 
the  rise  of  the  Green  Drake  on  Lough  Derg.  As  yet  only 
a  few  of  the  green  beauties  have  been  seen  on  the  lake, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  for  the  last  ten  days  of  bitterly 
cold  nor'-eist  winds.  What  we  want  to  make  the  lake 
fishing  perfect  is  a  change  in  the  wind  to  south  or  sou', 
west,  and  a  few  soft  showers  of  rain.  Ever  so  many 
English  anglers  have  already  engaged  quarters  and  boats 
for_  the  lake  fishing,  and  several  eager  for  the  fray  hive 
arrived  at  the  front  this  week.  Major  Traherne  has 
returned  from  England,  and  amongst  other  old  English 
visitors  to  Killaloe  this  week  are  Mr.  A.  Walmesley 
Cotham,  and  his  son,  Mr.  Bertram  Cotham,  Spiiogfield, 
and  Preacot. — S.  J.  Hi  rley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  weather  is  now 
very  fine  ;  water  in  excellent  order.  On  Doonass,  Mr. 
G.  C.  Williams  killed,  9ch,  one  salmon,  131b.  On 
Prospect,  Col.  Townshend  killed,  9th,  one  salmon,  12Hb. ; 
11th,  one  salmon,  21|Ib.  On  the  same  water.  Miss 
Townshend  killed,  15th,  one  salmon,  171b.  On  New- 
garden,  Col.  Townshend  killed,  loth,  one  salmon,  241b. 
On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed,  10th,  one 
salmon,  161b. ;  loth,  one  salmon,  161b.  On  Mr.  E.  T. 
Ingham's  Castle  Fishery,  Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham  killed,  11th, 
■  one  salmon,  211b.  On  the  same  fishery,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Wheatley  killed,  12th,  two  salmon,  HJlb.,  MJlb.  ;  14th, 
one  salmon,  101b.  On  Mr.  Ingham's  Worldsend  Fishery, 
Mrs.  Ingham  killed,  9th,  one  salmon,  151b.— .1.  Exkight 
AND  Son. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Two  large  salmon  taken 
by  Professor  N.  W.  Colohan,  M.D.,  Queen's  College, 
Oalway,  at  present  at  the  Anglers'  Kest,  Waterville,  one 
beauty  of  24lb.  anl  one  of  261b.  Several  photos  have  been 
taken  of  the  salcnon  and  McCarthy  t)  show  to  the  coming 
anglers  that  a  few  old  housekeepers  are  still  at  large.  The 
gear  which  the  profesaor  got  those  fish  with  was  bought  at 
McCarthy's,  who  supplies  all  reliable  tackle  for  the 
locality.  Several  sea  trout  have  been  met  daring  the 
week.  Only  a  few  were  lacded  from  21b.  to  3ilb/  This 
looks  well  for  coming  season.  The  rainbow  trout  are 
making  great  progress  on  the  Waterville  lakes,  also  the 
Lochlevens.  which  were  turned  out  in  large  numbers  this 
year  — T.  Mr  Cabthy. 

Westmeath  Lakes  <  Unllinjar).- May  16.— The 
.May  Fly  or  Gr^en  Drake  has  not  yet  made  its  appeai  ince 
on  theBe  lakes,  bat  is  daily  expected.    The  least  change  in 
t^e  weather  will  hasten  it.   Weather  at  present  dry,  with 
N,E.  wind,  and  frosty  at  night.— T.  S.  W. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth. — Sea  fishing  has  been  very  good  during 
the  last  week,  and  all  the  boats  have  been  having  good 
sport.  The  pollack  are  coming  closer  in  shore,  and  several 
good  baskets  have  been  taken  in  the  estuary.  A  friend  of 
mine,_  on  Monday,  had  seven  do/.en  very  fine  pollack.  At 
this  time  of  the  year  we  find  the  best  bait  is  a  very  small 
baby  spinner,  about  ^in.  long,  running  on  the  head  of  a 
No.  ]  Limerick  hook,  tied  on  single  gut,  the  hook  being 
baited  with  a  couple  of  rag-worms.  The  small  baby 
spinner  acts  as  a  shiner  and  attracts  the  fish.  The  grey 
mullet  are  now  feeding  very  well.  A  friend,  fishing  on 
Saturday,  bad  six  dozen  and  three  before  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning ;  in  fact,  they  were  biting  so  freely  that  he 


took  two,  three,  and  four  at  a  haul.  The  docks  are 
now  fairly  swarming  with  them,  and  admission  can  be 
obtained  to  fish  for  Id.— William  Heabder  (B.8.A.S.). 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier). — The  weather  has  been  too 
windy  for  fishing. — W.  B.  Laker. 


ABINGDON"   AND    DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

A  GENERAL  meeting  of  the  above  was  held  in  the  small 
council  chamber  on  Friday  evening,  when  the  vice-president 
(Councillor  C.  A.  Pryce)  was  voted  to  the  chair,  and  there 
were  also  present  CounoiOor  J.  Ivey  (treasurer),  Messrs. 
H.  W.  Harding  (hon.  secretary).  A,  H.  Emmens,  E. 
Chaundy,  G.  Lewington.  G.  and  T.  Holloway,  E.  Pocock, 
T.  Buckle,  E.  Ivey,  F.  Gibson,  &c.  The  committee 
reported  a  total  of  112  members  and  a  balance  of  ^66  12s. 
in  hand.  Three  pegged-down  competitions  had  been  held 
during  the  six  months  the  association  had  been  established, 
and  cash  prizes  amounting  to  five  guineas  awarded,  besides 
prizes  given  in  kiad.  The  committee  suggested  that  during 
the  forthcoming  season  the  association  should  take  into 
consideration  the  question  of  restocking  the  river  in  their 
district.  The  hon.  saoretary  supplemented  this  report  by 
stating  that  the  committee  had  held  twenty-four  meetings. 
The  chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
remarked  that  the  finances  were  satisfactory,  and  the 
association  appeared  to  be  drawing  together  the  anglers  of 
Abingdon.  Probably  the  fixture  of  this  meeting  was  not 
so  well  known  as  it  might  have  been,  or  they  would  have 
had  a  larger  attendance,  but  he  could  not  think  that  the 
small  number  present  meant  any  falling  off  in  the  interest 
taken  in  the  society.  Mr.  Harding  was  re-elected  hon. 
secretary,  and  Mr.  J.  Ivey  treasurer.  Both  were  thanked 
for  their  patt  services.  The  secretary  reported  various 
purchases,  and  the  appointment  of  G.  Brewerton  as  water 
bailiff.  The  half  of  the  past  season  covered  by  their 
operations  had  been  unfavourable,  owing  to  frost  and 
floods,  but  some  good  specimen  fish  had  been  taken.  It 
had  bean  suggested  that  in  the  specimen  classes  a  minimcm 
measurement  should  be  fixed.  An  instruction  was  given 
to  the  committee  to  fix  a  minimum  standard  in  the 
specimen  classes  for  each  kind  of  fish  above  the  limits 
stated  in  the  Thames  regulations.  The  question  of  re- 
stocking this  part  of  the  river  was  discussed,  and  bream 
was  suggested  as  the  most  suitable  sort,  but  the  matter 
was  left  to  the  committee,  in  order  that  they  might  make 
inquiries  on  the  subject  from  the  oflioers  of  other  angling 
associations  along  the  Thames.  Mr.  Lewington  was 
thanked  for  the  facilities  he  had  given  to  the  committee 
for  meetings,  weighing-in,  &c.,  and  the  business  concluded 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. 


ROYAL  AGRICULTURAL  SHOW  AT 

YORK  IN  JUNE. 
The  London  and  North- Western  Kailway  Company  give 
notice  that  through  communication  for  passengers,  goods, 
and  livestcck  traffic  will  be  alTorded  by  them  from  all  parts 
of  the  country,  including  London,  the  South  and  West  of 
Eogland,  the  Midland  manufacturing  districts,  North  and 
South  Wales,  Manchester,  Ireland,  &o.  The  company 
will  have  an  office  on  the  show  ground,  and  representatives 
to  give  information  as  to  passenger,  live  stock,  and  goods 
train  arrangements.  Any  information  regarding  through 
rates  foi  railway  conveyance  and  cartage  may  be  obtained 
I  by  application  to  Enston. 


Jingling  ^xxlxtxcs. 

May  20. 

Stookwell :  Competition  at  Southend. 
May  21. 

Anglers'  Association  ;  Adjourned  delegate  meeting. 
Camden  :  "  Tobacco  Fund  "  concert. 
Clapham  Junction  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
Great  Northern  Hrotberg:  Distribution. 
Merry  Anglers :  Benefit  concert. 

Opening  of  tit  3  Manchester  Fisheries  Exhibition  by  Capt. 
Ormrod. 

Seymour  Brothers:  Concert  in  aid  of  Fighing  Oazette 
Tobacco  Fund. 
May  22. 

Epsom  :  Annual  dinner. 

Firm  and  True  :  Annual  dinner. 

Friendship  :  Distribution. 

Gresham  :  Paper  by  Rev.  E.  Meyer. 

Jubilee :  Annual  dinner. 

Lincoln  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Stockwell :  Distribution. 

Wellington :  Distribution. 
May  23. 

Amicable  Brothers :  Distribution. 

Angler's  Pride :  Distribution. 

Cambridge  Friendly  :  Annual  dinner. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 

Harlesden  :  Dianer  and  distribution. 

Westminster :  Concert  and  distribution. 

White  Hart :  Distribution  and  concert. 
May  24. 

Blenheim :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers :  Supper  and  distribution. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

Sundial :  Supper  and  distribution. 
May  25. 

Hearts  of  Oak  ;  A.B.S.  concert. 
May  26. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribation. 


May  27.- 
27.- 

„  27.- 
27.- 

„  28.. 

„  28.- 

„  28.- 

„  28.- 

„  28.- 

„  29.- 

„  29.- 

„  29.- 

„  29.. 

„  30.- 

„  30.- 

„  30.. 

„  30.- 

„  30.. 

„  31.. 

„  31.- 

„  31.- 

„  .31.- 

June  10.- 

„  10.. 

„  12.- 

„  12.- 

„  13.- 

„  13.. 

-  „  13.- 

..  13.. 


-Dalston :  Annual  dinner. 

-Original  Clerkenwell :  Annual  dinner. 

-Second  Surrey  :  Annual  dinner. 

-Walthamstow  Brothers :  Outing  to  Broxboume. 

-Blackfriars  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

-Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Visit. 

-Canning  Town  :  Distribution. 

-Clissold  ;  Supper  and  distribution. 

-West  London  :  Annual  dinner. 

-Dalston  :  Distribution. 

-Gresham:  Lecture  by  Mr.  J.  Taylor  ("Red 
Palmer  "). 

-Seymour  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution,, 

-Waggoners :  Distribution. 

-Crown  and  Buckland  :  Distribution. 

-Hounslow  ;  Smoking  concert. 

-Izaak  Walton  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

-Original  Alexandra :  Distribution. 

-Phoenix :  Annual  dinner. 

-Alma :  Annual  supper. 

-Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Annual  dinner. 

-Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 

-Thames    Bestocking    AEsociation :  Annual 

meeting  at  Carr's  Restaurant. 
-Crown  and  Buckland  :  Aimual  dinner. 
-Islington  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 
-Good  Intent :  Distribution. 
-Islington  Brothers :  Distribution. 
-Albion  Brothers :  Distribution. 
-Camden  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Cosy  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
-Seymour  Brothers :  Supper  and  distribution. 


9^epoxts  txm  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'olook  on  Thnraday 
Evening^.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— The  adjourned  annual  dele- 
gate meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next. 
May  21,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghubnf.y. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge, with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  £7  from  the  Cambridge 
Heath  Brothers'  A. 8.  donation  box.  The  committee  meet 
on  the  25  th  inst.  At  the  last  meeting  three  appUcations 
were  entertained,  and  £15  was  granted. — K.  Ghcbnet. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  SocieTy,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney.— A  special 
meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday,  May  23,  to  read  a  new 
set  of  rules.  The  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on 
Wednesday,  June  13. — H.  Haines. 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Socitty, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hiff  Grate,  W. — 
Our  tenth  annual  dincer  on  May  10  wag  a  gigantic 
success ;  fifty-one  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast.  The 
distribution  of  prizes  followed.  Mr.  C.  Chaplais,  hon.  sec. 
of  the  Blenheim,  was  chairman ;  and  the  prizewinners 
were:  Alee  Glaze,  Ben  Abrahams,  G.  Barker,  E. 
Jackson,  G.  Prouters,  and  H.  Smith,  and  many  others 
took  prizes.  Over  fifty  prizes  were  offered  for  future 
season. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angllne  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Forte - 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — A  general  meeting 
will  take  place  on  May  22  for  revising  rules  and  other 
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bnsiDesB.  Our  annua  supper  and  distribution  announced 
to  take  pJace  on  May  29  is  nnfoitunately  postponed  till 
May  31  through  the  room  being  engaged  on  the  fora  er 
date. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Clifton-street,  Finsbury. — We  had  a  splendid 
meeting  on  Wednesday  last.  Members  please  note  our 
annual  distribution  of  prizes,  Wednesday,  May  23.  All 
members  and  friends  who  have  promised  prizes,  please 
forward  them  on  to  me  at  their  earliest  convenience. — G. 
Hayxes. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  George 
and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell. — Our  annual 
distribution  of  prizes  on  May  16  was  a  success,  and  was 
well  attended  by  members  and  friends.  After  the  prizes 
had  been  awarded  to  the  successful  members  the  list  for 
the  coming  season  was  well  responded  to  by  the  members 
and  friends  present,  and  further  prizes  promised  later 
during  the  season.  I  ehall  be  pleased  to  see  members 
attend  next  Wednesday  evening  if  possible,  as  there  is 
important  business  to  be  brought  forward,  —  E.  R. 
Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road,  8.B. — Meeting  on  Wednesday  presided 
over  by  Mr.  Cannar.  New  issue  of  A.B.S.  tickets  were 
to  hand,  and  distributed  to  members.  Special  meeting  of 
committee  fixed  for  Monday,  May  28,  to  deal  with  fixtures 
for  ensuing  season  and  other  business.  Letter  of  thanks 
received  from  Merry  Anglers  for  donation  sent.  Members 
particularly  re'iuested  to  attend  next  meeting  for  important 
Dusiness. — W. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Sooiety.  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road.  S.W. — Our  annual  dinner  and 
distributim  of  prizes  took  place  on  May  15.  Mr.  H.  Y. 
Wilson,  chairman ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  A.  K.  Matthews. 
After  partaking  of  an  excellent  supper  a  telegram  was 
received  from  the  House  of  Commons  stating  that  Mr.  P. 
Thornton,  M.P.,  was  sorry  he  was  detained  in  the  House, 
but  wished  us  every  success.  Letters  of  apology  were  also 
received  from  the  following  gentlemen :  Mr.  J.  Burns, 
M.P.,  Mr.  Walter  W.  Burges,  Mr.  W.  Wade,  Mr.  Eichard 
Garton,  Mr,  Peters  (London).  The  secretary  read  the 
balance-sheet,  "which  shows  the  society  to  be  in  a  good 
financial  position.  Mr.  G.  Miller  takes  specimen  prizes  for 
chub,  roach,  and  barbel.  A  beautiful  rod,  presented  by 
Mr.  Ogden  Smith  (of  Clapham  Junction),  for  the  largest 
chub,  was  taken  by  Mr.  G.  Miller  with  a  chub  (weight, 
31b.  5Joz  ).  A  tackle  case,  presented  by  Mr.  Hemens  (of 
Wandsworth-road),  was  won  by  Mr.  N.  Thomas.  During 
the  evening  the  following  toasts  were  proposed :  "  The 
Host"  (who  ably  responded),  "The  Queen's  Philan- 
thropic Society,"  and  "The  Secretary."  Mr.  Haggate 
said  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  be  present,  and  proposed 
the  health  of  "  The  Battersja  Friendly  Angling  Society," 
which  was  received  with  musical  honours.  The  health  of 
"  The  Visitors"  was  proposed,  and  responded  to  by  Mr. 
Mathews,  who  said  he  had  found  a  good  swim  had  been 
well  gronnd-taited,  and  hoped  he  should  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  u3  twelve  months  hence.  The  health  of  Mr. 
Hodder  was  also  drank,  and  the  meeting  terminated. — A, 
Dejonge. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  8.B. — Our  meeting  on  Wednesday 
evening  was  well  attended,  and  important  business 
transacted.  Mr.  Bnrkett  was  made  an  honorary  member, 
also  Mr.  Stone.  Our  supper  and  distribution  on  May  28 
bids  fair  to  eclipse  previous  records.  Mr.  G,  H.  Shepherd 
will  occupy  chair,  Mr.  Wiles,  vice-chair,  supported  by  Mr. 
Simpson,  Amn  Hotel,  Pulborough,  whom  I  wish  to  con- 
gratulate on  the  admirable  way  in  which  he  catered  for 
our  party  on  May  13  ;  and  I  should  like  to  recommend  any 
club  thinking  about  a  dinner  outing  to  give  him  a  turn. 
We  have  an  excellent  programme  for  the  28th,  and  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  receive  all  prizes  offered  at  an  early  date, 
and  any  offers  for  ensuing  season  will  be  respectfully 
recognised. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill.  —  Everything  looks 
favourable  for  our  dinner,  concert,  and  visit  on  Thursday, 
May  2  i.  I  hope  anglers  who  wish  to  support  us  on  that 
occasion  will  remember  this,  as  it  is  the  last  notice  I  shall 
be  able  to  give  them.  Dinner  at  seven  o'clock  sharp; 
concert  at  nine.  Mr.  C.  Chaplais,  of  the  Ben  Jonson,  in 
the  chair,  and  a  host  of  talent  have  promised  to  show  up. 
— C.  Chai'i  ais. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Caatle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.— The  twenty-eighth 
annual  supper  takes  place  on  Thursday,  May  24,  when  the 
chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  J.  Busee,  faced  by  Mr.  R. 
Lnmmes,  after  which  the  distribution  of  prizes  as  d  concert 
will  take  place,  when  the  company  of  brother  anglers  and 
friends  is  invited.  Will  members  and  friends  kindly 
forward  their  prizes  as  snon  as  possible  ?  Our  visit  on  the 
Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List  takes  place  on 
Monday,  May  28.— T.  Pateknostek. 

Bmnawiok  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow.  —  The  above 
society  held  their  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution 
on  Tuesday,  May  1.^,  when  a  large  number  of  mem- 
bers and  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  spread. 
Mr.  J.  Powles  West  ocoopied  the  chair,  supported 
by  Mr.  B.  Bifseli,  vice.  After  dinner  a  concert 
followed,  interspersed  by  the  usual  toasts.  My  best 
thanks  are  doe  to  the  following  gentlemen  who  pro- 
vided us  with  a  apiendid  musical  programme  :  Messrs. 
£.  Papwortb.  J.  Kelly,  Leonard  Pearson,  K.  S.  Goddard, 
A.  Bnstow.  W.  Fredman,  J.  Watkins,  L.  T.  8.  Cloake, 
and  H.  Jackson.— F.  HAvrjAi,!,. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Foun- 
tain's Abb«y,  I'raed-Btrcet,  W. — The  annual  dinner  will 
take  plaoc  at  the  rlub-house  on  Wednesday,  May  2.",, 
Mr.  W.  Carter  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  F.  Hutchins; 
Mr.  II.  Hatch,  pianist.— W.  8i  i  io.n. 


Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Booiety, 

Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — Our  return  visit  on  Monday  last,  May  14,  was 
well  attended  by  many  anglers  and  friends,  the  room 
being  filled,  and  fifteen  clubs  answered  the  roll.  Mr. 
Manning,  the  visiting  oflioer,  opened  the  A.B.S.  box,  and 
found  it  CDutained  the  sum  of  £7.  This  amount  has  only 
been  equalled  once  in  the  East-end,  and  I  wish  to  return 
thanks  to  all  those  who  helped  to  make  the  concert  a 
success  both  by  their  attendance  and  their  vocal  powers. — 
P.  Loft. 

Clapham  wnnctfon   Angling    Sooioty,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Jonotion,  S.W.— 
Our  twenty-sixth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  Monday,  May  21,  at  the  above  house, 
ticket  29.  6d.  each  to  members  acd  friends.  I  shall  esteem 
it  a  favour  if  donors  of  prizes  will  send  on  same  as  soon 
as  possible. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.  —  Owing  to  a  poor 
attendance  on  Tuesday  last  there  was  very  little  business 
done.  Members  are  requested  to  turn  up  next  Tuesday  to 
bring  in  tickets  not  sold  without  fail  or  write  to  head- 
quarters by  Tuesday. — F.  Bishop. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — Members  who  have 
promised  prizes  are  requested  to  send  them  in  as  soon  as 
possible.  Tickets  for  our  supper  should  ba  applied  for  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  the  number  is  limited.  All  friends  and 
brother  anglers  are  invited  on  the  28th,  and  will  have  a 
cordial  welcome.— F.  Faulknee. 

Crown  and  Bnckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.G. — At  the 
annual  general  meeting  Mr.  Franklin  volunteered  to 
remain  secretary  for  the  ensuipg  quarter.  Our  new  host 
will  tike  the  chair  at  the  distribution  of  prizes,  which 
takes  place  on  May  30.  Will  those  who  have  promised 
prizes  please  forward  the  same  to  me  as  soon  as  possible  ? 
Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  June  10,  and  by  way 
of  a  change  we  are  going  by  rail  to  Mr.  Parker's  Railway 
Hotel,  Burnham-on-Crouch. — G.  H.  Peanklin. 

Salston  Angling  Society,  firowmow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Tuesday,  May  15,  we  had 
a  fair  attendance.  Several  items  of  importance  were 
disposed  of,  and  final  arrangements  made  for  the  dinner. 
Members  who  were  unable  to  attend  last  Tuesday  please  let 
me  know  whether  they  intend  to  be  present  at  the  dinner 
by  Sunday  evening  at  the  very  latest,  otherwise  I  shall  not 
order  same  for  them.  I  also  wish  to  remind  members 
that  the  distribution  will  take  place  on  May  29. — S. 
Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints' -road,  Westbourne  Park, — Our  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Thursday, 
May  31.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend  on  next 
meeting  night  (Wednesday). — W.  Jenkins. 

Elgfin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  Notting  Hill,  W.— Our  A.B.  concert  last 
Tuesday  was  the  success  that  we  anticipated.  The  AUason, 
Blenheim,  Camden,  Cobden,  Islington  Brothers,  Golden 
Barbel,  Queen's,  Bomore,  and  a  number  of  other  clubs 
were  well  represented.  Mr.  Harris  took  the  chair  soon 
after  eight  o'clock.  The  harmony  commenced  with  an 
overture  by  Mr.  S.  Wellings,  the  pianist.  Mr.  W.  Bridge 
sang  the  first  song,  which  was  very  well  received,  followed 
by  Messrs.  Clark,  Adams,  Weaver,^  Pett,  Evans,  Fuller, 
Hunt,  Simmonds,  &c.  Messrs.  White  and  Ladds  mando- 
line and  guitar  selection  gained  a  well-deserved  encore,  as 
did  Messrs.  Charlton  and  Wellings'  violin  and  piano  duet. 
Several  visitors  offered  prizes  tor  the  coming  season. 
Among  them  were  Meesrs.  Jackson,  Meatyard,  Abrahams, 
Chaplais,  Charlton,  Simmonds,  Vickery,  and  Waites.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  vice,  and  the  singing 
of  "God  Save  the  Queen,"  brought  a  very  pleasant 
evening  to  a  close.— G.  King. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Seciety,  Prince 
Regent,  Beresford-street,  Walworth. — The  above  club 
hold  their  annual  dinner  on  Tuesday,  May  22,  when 
several    well-known    gentlemen   will    be    present. — C. 

ROSSEE. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — On  May  16, 
Mr.  King  weighed  in  a  nice  little  trout.  Shall  be  glad  to 
see  members  up  on  Tuesday. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Orown,  Chnroh- 
■treet,  Shoreditch. — Our  prizes  will  be  distributed  on 
June  12.  I  hope  that  members  and  friends  will  give  their 
prizes  before  the  time,  so  as  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Not  a  trout  has  been  weighed  in  up  to  now. — R.  Mi  bphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-road,  8,E. — At  the  meeting  held  on  Tuesday  last 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  and  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Societies'  collecting  boxes  were  opened  by  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade.  The  former  contained  143.  3d.  and  the  latter 
10s.  6d.  On  Tuesday,  the  22Dd  inst.,  the  eighteenth 
annual  meeting  will  be  held.  The  chair  will  be  taken,  at 
8.30  p.m.,  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Rich.  All  members  are  requested 
to  attend.— W.  R. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  PontonvilTe,  N. — Oor 
annual  distribution  of  prizes  (value  £'451  will  take  place  on 
Monday  next.  May  21 ;  Mr.  W.  Wade,  secretary  Central 
Association,  will  preside.  Brother  anglers  and  friends 
are  respectfully  invited.  The  total  weight  of  fish  weighed- 
in  last  season  amounts  to  1.3r41b.  lloz.  The  annual 
supper  will  take  place  on  Tliurtday,  May  31. — J.  8.  Fitch. 

Great  Yatmonth  Angling- Society.— The  annual 
general  meeting  was  held  at  tliu  clubhouse  on  the  16th 
inet.,  the  chair  being  occupied  by  the  president  (Mr.  Prank 
Burton).  A  large  number  of  members  were  present, 
when  the  secretary's  annual  repcrt  and  the  treasurer's 
balance-sheet  were  presented,  which  showed  the  society  to 
bo  in  a  flourishing  condition  numerically  and  financially. 


The  president  and  all  the  other  officers  were  re-elected, 
with  thanks  for  past  services.  The  secretary  (Mr.  Wm. 
Kirby)  announced  before  the  close  of  the  meeting  that 
prizes  to  the  value  of  upwards  of  £50  had  been  promised 
for  competition  daring  the  forthcoming  season. 

Haroonrt  Angling  Society,  Harooart  Arms, 
Haroourt-street,  N.W. — We  had  our  supper  and  distribu- 
tion on  Thursday  evening,  and  spent  a  most  enjoyable 
evening.  We  now  commence  business  for  the  comicg 
season,  and  I  hope  the  members  will  attend  to  get  the 
business  through.  We  had  a  number  of  prizes  given  for 
the  ensuing  year,  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  Kennedy,  with  his 
usual  liberality,  being  vrell  to  the  fore.  I  hope  the 
members  wiU  take  note  of  this. — A.  E.  Payxe. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green-road.  —  Will  members 
kindly  attend  to  give  in  prizes,  and  to  fix  distribntioirij 
night,  as  we  wish  to  get  last  season's  business  settled  ng 
so  a3  to  start  the  new  seasc  n  with  clear  books.  We  hav3 
some  prizes  promised  for  the  season.  Anglers'  Benevolena 
concert,  June  25.— H.  Bagshaw.  1 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel,' 
Upper    Tollington    Park,    Holloway,  N. — Our  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  at  th  e  club- 
house last  Wednesday.    Forty  members  and  friends  sat 
down  to  a  capital  repast  provided  by  the  hosts,  Messrs^ 
Pratt  and  Son,  and  an  enj'>yable  evening  was  spent.  ThdH 
vice-president,  Mr,  F.  J.  Hndd,  presided  ;  being  faced  bJ 
the  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood.    The  usual  toastS 
were  given,  and  very  satisfactory  statements  rendered  an 
to  the  progress  made  last  season.    The  gross  weight  of  alW 
fish  weighed-in  is  7G91b. — all  good-sized  fish,  and  including 
forty-nine  specimens.     The  chairman   distributed  the 
prizes  and  medals  (eleven  in  all)  to  the  winners,  Mr.  G, 
West  being  the  most  snooeessful,  holding  the  challenge  cup 
for  the  ensuing  year  with  13^  points,  taking  the  society's 
cup  for  the  best  single  fish  with  his  dace,  lib.  lcz.,four 
private  prizes  and  three  medals ;  Mr.  F.  Berry  being  close 
up,  with  two  medals  and  four  private  prizes.  The  harmony 
was  contributed  to  by  Meesrs.  J.  Crumley  (piano),  Percy 
Tarling,  Butt  Norton,  R.    Lawrence,  W.  Oates,  R. 
Burman,  and  others,  and  everyone  S3emed  well  pleased 
with  the  entertainment. — E.  Wymee. 

Hounslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — We  had  a  most 
successful  meeting  on  May  16.  About  thirty  members 
were  present.  Mr.  Duffy  in  the  chair.  A  vice-president 
and  an  ordinary  member  were  elected,  and  five  more 
nominated.  We  have  arranged  a  special  smoking  concert 
for  May  30.  We  have  a  large  entry  for  our  barbel  com- 
petition on  June  17  and  18,  for  which  Mr.  E.  T.  Pargeter 
is  kindly  giving  first  prize. — J.  M.  Brougham. 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E. — On  Tuesday  evening  last, 
May  15,  the  above  society  held  a  social  gathering  of 
members  and  friends.  Mr.  Marler  occupied  the  chair, 
faced  by  Mr.  W.  Bishop.  The  following  contributed  to 
the  harmony  :  Messrs.  McGninness,  W.  Bishop,  Marler, 
Tyler,  Miss  Jenny  Thacker,  and  others.  During  an 
interval  the  treasurer,  Mr.  F.  Newton,  presented  the 
prizes  to  the  successful  winners.  He  said  it  was  the  first 
time  he  had  performed  that  office,  as  for  years  past  it  had 
been  fulfilled  by  a  much  respected  and  esteemed 
member,  their  late  president,  Mr.  G.  H.  Wood, 
who  was  an  angler  respected  by  one  and  all.  He  said 
Mr.  Wood  had  one  hobby,  and  that  was  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  and  who  had  put  pounds  into  its 
funds,  and  upon  his  decease  had  so  nobly  bequeathed  the 
sum  of  £100  to  that  society.  Mr.  Newton  gave  a  brief 
account  of  the  working  of  the  A.B.S.,  and  urged  upon  all 
members  to  belong  to  it.  A  vote  of  thanks,  with  musicil 
honours,  was  passed  to  the  treasurer  and  secretary  (Mr. 
R.  Ghurney)  for  his  past  services.  The  secretary,  in 
responding,  said  he  had  been  secretary  for  the  past  thirty- 
four  years,  and  hoped  to  be  so  as  long  as  he  was  spared. 
He  said  the  Hoxton  Brothers  had  a  career  possessed  by  no 
other  angling  society— the  privileges  enjoyed  by  thousands 
of  London  anglers  by  travelling  at  reduced  fares  were  first 
gained  and  conceded  to  that  society,  which  can  be  stated 
without  fear  of  contradiction. — Johnny.  ^ 

Islin^tcn  Brothers  Avglmg  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — Several  of  our  members  have 
been  sea  fishing,  and  done  fairly  well  (especially  Mr.  T. 
Clark)  among  the  dabs.  We  met  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr. 
Howard  in  the  chair,  when  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  It  was  settled  to 
have  our  brake  outing  as  usual  on  June  10,  place  to  be 
decided  next  Tuesday ;  and  the  distribution  of  prizes  on 
Tuesday  .June  12,  so  I  hope  all  prize  donors  will  kindly 
forward  their  prizes  on  or  before  that  date,  and  oblige. — 
J.  II.  Herkebt. 

Iiaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.— The 
annual  general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  evening 
next.  May  23,  at  nine  o'clock  precisely.  The  distribution 
of  annual  and  special  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday 
evening.  May  30.  on  which  occasion  the  members  will 
have  a  supper.  Those  who  intend  being  present  at  the 
supper  kindly  send  in  their  names  not  later  than  Sunday, 
27th.— H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington. — As  our  dinner  takes  place  at  the 
above  house  on  Tuesday,  May  22,  at  8  p.m.,  will  members 
kindly  attend  at  that  time  if  possible,  as  there  will  be  a 
lot  of  business  to  get  through  on  that  cocasion,  and  wo 
have  no  extension  of  time  ?— G.  Bknce. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Braiich, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E.— On  behalf  of  the  above  society 
]  should  like  to  thank  all  anglers  who  came  to  our  smoker 
and  made  it  such  a  great  success.  On  Tuesday,  May  32, 
we  hold  a  committee  meeting,  to  enrol  new  members,  Ao. 
All  members  are  welcome. — W.  Freeman, 
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Lincoln  AngUnff  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N.— On  Monday  ket  our  return 
visit  on  the  Central  List  was  a  sucoeBS,  twelve  clubs  answer- 
ing to  the  roll.  Mr.  Nelson  in  the  chair.  Some  very  good 
gongs  were  sung,  a  pleasant  evening  being  spent.  Oar 
18cn  anuual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place 
on  Tuesday  next;  dinner  at  8.30  sharp;  chairman,  C. 
Watling,  sen.  Shall  be  pleased  to  see  any  anglers  that 
ean  give  us  a  look  in  on  this  night.  Mr.  A.  Webber  and 
Mr.  F.  Cardwell  were  proposed,  and  will  be  biUoted  for 
next  week.— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Anglings  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — Tne  cold  east  win  is  have  put  a  stop  to 
most  tf  the  fly  fishing,  for  your  fingers  get  quite  stiff,  and 
this  is  not  at  all  a  pleasant  matter.  But  there  is  really  no 
open  tront-fiebing  water  about  Liverpool ;  the  neirest  is 
the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat,  about  fifty  miles  away.  In  this 
district  the  Board  of  Conservators  allow  grayling  to  be 
taken  and  retained  all  the  year  round,  in  order,  as  they 
siy,  to  ke'p  their  number  down,  and  to  give  the  trout  a 
chance.  Xow  some  of  you  giody-goody  people,  who  strain 
at  a  guat  and  swallow  a  Cimel,  what  do  you  say  to  this  ? 
The  law  has  made  a  "  close  time "  a  long  one  in  all 
conscience.lcovering  as  it  does  the  Easter  and  Whitsuii  holi- 
days, but  has  permitted  exemptions,  of  which,  according 
to  the  above  people,  the  owners  of  the  fish  have  no  right 
to  avail  themselves. — R.  Woolfall. 

Merry  Ang-leis  Piscatorial  Soaiety,  The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Clerkenwell.— The  annual  supper 
and  distiioution  of  prizes  took  place  on  the  loch  and  was 
a  great  success.  The  supper,  as  supplied  by  our  worthy 
host,  was  placed  on  the  table  in  excellent  style,  and  was 
done  full  justice  to  by  the  gentlemen  present.  Some 
grand  talent  followed,  contributed  to  by  Mr.  P.  Clay,  of 
Carter's;  Mr.  Patrick,  of  the  Carpenter's  Arms;  Mr. 
Robinson,  of  the  North  Briton  ;  and  a  host  of  others.  A 
great  number  of  prizes  were  added  to  the  list,  and  a  very 
pleasant  evening  passed.  Will  brother  anglers  notice 
that  A.  Catanach's  benefit  will  take  place  at  the  above 
on  Monday  next,  2l3t;  hope  to  have  their  support. — 

G.  Merrv. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Ho;ljway-road.  —  On  May  9,  our  ninth  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  took  place,  covers  being  laid  for 
thirty-five.  Mr.  Shirley,  of  Old-street,  was  the  caterer, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  he  served  the  dinner  in  hb 
usual  grand  style.  After  the  cloth  was  cleared  harmony 
commenced.  After  several  songs  had  been  sung,  the 
chairman,  Mr.  W.  Stretch,  disttionted  the  prizes.  The  list 
ioT  the  coming  season  was  then  opened  and  liberally 
responded  to,  so  that  we  start  the  season  with  a  good  list. 
Harmony  was  then  resumed  and  kept  going  till  1.30,  when 
we  left  for  home,  tfter  enioying  a  pleasant  evening. — 

H.  Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 

and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green  — The  new 
rules  have  been  read  for  the  third  time,  are  now  in  force, 
and  wUl  be  printed.  Will  all  prize  donors  send  their 
prizes  before  May  30?— G.  Barrs. 

Faddington  Aadical  Angling  Society,  Padding- 
ton  Gteen,  vV. — ^ist  Tuesday  evening  the  above  society 
held  its  second  annual  dinner  at  the  clubhouse,  Paddington 
Green.  After  an  excellent  dinmr  the  usual  toasts, 
iLCiuditg  "  The  Anglers'  Association  "  and  "  The 
Benevolent  Society,"  were  heartily  drunk.  Mr.  Jack 
Mee,  the  secretary,  then  reported  the  c'ub  to  be  in  a 
Eonnd  financial  and  flourishing  condition.  A  letter  was 
read  from  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams,  expressing  regre:  that  he 
was  unable  to  be  present.  The  presentation  of  prizes  then 
took  place,  Mr.  J.  Davey  coming  out  on  top  of  the  list, 
closely  followed  by  Mr.  W.  ]'.  Starr.  Tne  muiical  pro- 
gramme consisted  of  Messrs.  Tom  Mulroy,  Fred  Reynolds, 
Fred  NichoUs,  Nat  Hart,  W.  R.  Starr,  C.  F.  Grossmith, 
Professor  Flaherty,  and  Mr.  Bransby  Williams.  Tdis 
brought  a  successful  and  most  enjjyable  evening  to  a 
close. — His  Niiis. 

Fhoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W. — Members  are  particularly  requested  to 
attend  next  meeting  to  settle  any  business  in  reterecce  to 
our  tninal  dinner  and  distribution,  which  takes  place  on 
May  30.— R.  C. 

Ko,,  al  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-strett,  Soho-sqoare. — On  May  9  we  celebrated 
onr  fortieth  annual  dinner,  when  a  most  enj  )yable  evening 
was  spent  by  the  members  and  frituis  present  on  that 
occasiun,  Mr.  Trotter  made  an  excellent  chairman,  and 
was  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  Holder  in  the  vice-chair.  After 
the  customary  toasts  had  been  proposed  and  responded  to 
an  excellent  programme  was  put  before  the  company  by 
onr  stewards,  Messrs.  Spielmann  and  Allport.  Special 
mention  must  be  made  of  the  following  :  Mr.  H.  Wiikins, 
of  H.M.S.  Poi'-erful ,  whose  rendering  of  "  Mona"  was  a 
treat  to  all  present ;  also  Mr.  W.  J.  Piper  for  a  well 
executed  solo  on  the  Italian  lute.  Mr.  Will  Styles  charmed 
the  company  with  "No  show  this  evening"  and  "My 
Birthday."  Our  prize  list  np  till  now  is  quite  up  to  its 
nsoal  standard,  and  there  are  still  a  few  to  be  added  to  our 
liU^.  A  most  enjoyable  evening  came  to  a  conclusion  with 
"  Auld  Lang  Syne." — J.  GiuiiONS. 

Sons  of  the  Sea  Anglers,  Ouke  of  Sussex  Hotel, 
Uibridge-strfcer,  Netting  hull  Gate,  Bdyswater,  _W.— Oar 
anLual  outing  was  nut  very  successful  from  a  fishing  point 
of  view.  The  winners  of  prizes  were  as  follows  :  Arthur 
Osborne,  first.  3  |o  fljnnders  (six  fish);  Ban  Abrahams, 
aecond,  31b  flouiiders  (oix  hub);  H.  Green,  tuird,  lifib. 
flounders  ;  G.  GrceD,  fourth;  Otter  Wheeler,  fitth.— Bbn 
Abrahams. 

bonth  Bermond>»9  Clnb  and  lostlmte  Fjs  a- 
tonals,  Rotijerhitne  New-road,  8  E — Ourbix  h  annuul 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  proved  a  grand  success. 
The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Walter  Beasley  (president 
of  the  institnte),  and  Mr.  Walter  Streeton  (president  of 
the  above  society)  occupied  the  vice-chair.   Covers  were 


removed  at  8  30,  and  an  admirable  repast  waierjiyed. 
The  harmony  started  with  a  host  of  talent,  including  the 
Daintons,  Silver  Star  Maudolinists,  Chas.  Piummer,  Diiay 
Parker,  Harry  Spinks,  and  Tom  Arbat.  Mr.  Arthur 
Sutherd  was  the  entertainment  secretary.  The  R_)yal 
toast  was  heartily  responded  to  in  a  thorough  pitriotic 
spirit.  The  T.A.P.S.  and  A.B  S.  were  well  responded 
to  by  Mr.  W.  Streeton.  The  priza  winners  were  :  Mr.  W. 
Streeton,  first  gross;  Mr.  P.  Allum,  second;  Mfsira,  W. 
Conin,  T,  Byers,  R.  Thomas,  A.  G.  Smith.  A.  Sutherd, 
Davies,  F.  W.  Cook,  T.  Whickelow,  W.  Fawcett.  The 
health  of  the  "  Donors  "  was  then  proposed, and  responded 
to  by  Iheir  usual  kindness  in  adding  to  our  prizj  list  for 
the  ensuing  season.  The  secretary  then  reported  the 
society  to  be  still  progressing,  and  hopes  to  be  able  to  add 
to  our  numbers  during  the  ensuing  seast  n.  "  Auld  Lang 
Syne  "  brought  a  most  enjoyable  evening  to  a  close. — 
J.  H.  DAMf;s. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — Our  prize  distribution  took  place  last 
Monday.  Mr.  C.  Bolding  chief  prize  winner,  closely  fol- 
lowed by  Messrs.  Chamberlain,  Griadrod,  and  Woodford. 
Mr.  Morgan  took  specimen  roach  prize  ;  J.  Shurn,  heaviest 
bream  prize;  A.  Shurn,  jack.  We  finished  the  evening 
with  some  good  singing  by  Messrs.  Bonds,  Morgan,  Capon, 
Reed,  and  others.  Mr.  Brock  kindly  lent  his  grama- 
phone,  which  helped  to  make  a  pleasant  evening.— W. 
Beattie. 

Stock  well  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — Some  very  important  business  was 
transacted  at  our  last  meeting,  before  a  large  attendance 
of  members — revision j  and  additions  to  rules,  &c.  Oar 
prize  distribution  takes  placi  on  Tuesday,  May  22.  Train 
for  the  Southend  outing,  9  40,  Fenchurch-street.  Vehicle 
leaves  White  Horse,  Brixton,  8.45,  for  use  of  members.— 
Tommy. 

bnnd'al  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King's- 
street,  Hammersmith. — At  our  weekly  meeting  farther 
arraBgam^nts  were  made  for  our  annual  supper  and 
distribation  of  prizes.  Members  and  friends  wishing  to 
take  part  in  the  supper  must  give  in  their  names  by  next 
Tuesday  night.— C.  E.  Lock. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.B.— We  had  an  excep- 
tionally good  muster  at  our  general  meeting  on  May  15, 
when  Mr.  Jas.  Flower  was  re-elected  treasurer,  and  the 
following  officers  were  appointed  for  ensuing  season. 
Chairman,  Mr.  T.  Jenking ;  vice,  Mr.  "General" 
Gordon;  secretary,  Mr.  Wm.  Cox;  auditors,  Messrs. 
Crocker  and  Westoby ;  committee,  Messrs.  Flower, 
Papworth,  Cork,  Rutter,  Gordon,  Westoby,  and 
Crocker.  Our  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on 
Tuesdiy,  May  22  ;  the  proceedings  to  open  with  a  concert 
commencing  at  8  p.m.  sharp.  All  friends  are  earnestly 
invited. — C.  Willett. 

West  Kensington  Park  Angling  Society, 
The  Red  Cow,  Hammersmith-road,  W.— Our  weekly 
meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday  evening  labt.  May  15,  in 
onr  new  quarters,  when  wa  had  a  grand  muster  of 
members  pre;ent.  The  nsuil  business  being  transacted, 
we  had  the  pleasure  of  making  the  following  gentlemen 
working  members  of  our  society:  Messrs.  Goodchild,  C. 
Coleman,  E.  Field,  F.  Edwards,  W.  Simmons,  and  Mr.  G, 
Freshwater.  Mr.  Goodchild  elected  treasurer  for  the 
ensuing  quarter.  Mr.  Goodchild  made  a  most  telling 
speech  on  the  merits  of  unity  among  anglers  for  which  he 
was  accorded  musical  honours  I  beg  to  announce  the 
receipt  of  53.  from  Mr.  J.  (Ireenfisld  and  a  few  members 
of  the  Sundiil  Angling  Society,  who  were  unable  to 
attend  our  A.B.S.  concert  on  Apiil  26  Will  spcretaries 
kindly  return  money  for  ticke's  for  A.B.S.  We  have  a 
grand  opening  night  on  Thurtday  evening,  May  31.  Mr. 
Brown,  of  the  Crown,  Cricklewood,  will  occupy  the  chair 
at  eight  o'clock  sharp.— W.  A.  Long, 


WALK AM    GREEN   AND  CHELSEA 
ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  thirteenth  annual  dinner  of  the  Walham  Green  and 
Chelsea  Angling  Society  took  place  on  May  10  at  the 
Black  Bull  Hotel,  Fulham-road.  A  gathering  numbering 
npwardj  of  seventy  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  G.  Nixey, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  cocupjiDg  the  vice-chair. 

Ttie  chairman  proposed  the  first  toast,  "The  Queen  and 
Royal  Family."  This  was  loyally  responded  to,  the 
National  Anthem  being  sung. 

The  next  toast,  that  of  "  The  Army,  Navy,  and  Auxiliary 
Forces,"  was  also  proposed  by  the  chairman. 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  much  enthusiasm,  and  accorded 
musical  honours. 

The  chairman  next  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Central 
and  Presarvation  SociBties." 

Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  in  reply,  said  it  gave  him  very  great 
pleasure  to  be  present  on  behalf  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion, and  to  thank  them  for  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
received  the  toast.  They  hid  a  very  good  chairman  in 
Mr.  Metcalf ,  and  he  did  not  thini  they  could  have  a  better 
secretary  than  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade.  They  had  also  a  very 
good  Working  committee.  Ho  thought  that  the  society 
deserved  more  appreciation  than  it  usually  obtaintd, 
because  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  society  there  would  not 
be  f>o  many  fish  in  the  river  as  at  the  present  time  As 
chairman  of  the  committee  C  tbe  Thime8_  Angling 
Prrservation  Suci'-ty,  he  begg<  d  to  tender  his  bincere 
thanks  for  the  support  which  their  society  had  received. 

The  chairman  said  he  had  to  perform  the  very  pleasing 
duty  of  presenting  their  vice-chaK  man,  Mr.  Elsmore,  with 
a  gold-mi  unted  ebony  walking  stick,  as  a  token  of  the 
respt-ct  and  esteem  which  the  society  owed  to  him  for  his 
past  serv  ces. 

Mr.  Elsmore  thanked  the  company  for  the  gift,  which 
was  to  him  totally  unexpected.    With  regard  to  their 


worthy  chairman's  remarks,  he  hoped  for  his  part  to  be 
able  to  walk  many  miles  before  he  should  require  the  use 
of  the  stick.  He  thanked  t'aem  for  the  stick,  and  also 
thaukpd  the  chairman  for  the  graceful  manner  in  which  he 
had  presented  it. 

The  chairman  submitted  the  next  toast,  that  of  "  The 
Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Sjciety,"  and 
coupled  with  it  the  name  of  Mr.  Gl<uiB. 

Mr.  Glass,  in  reply,  said  that  it  was  a  great  pleasure  to 
act  aa  their  secretary,  and  though  he  had  not  held  that 
position  for  more  than  twelve  months,  li3  had  been  a 
member  of  the  society  from  its  commencement.  The 
society  was  in  a  fl  jurishing  position  ;  at  the  presant  time 
there  was  a  sum  of  £10  in  the  handa  of  their  treasurer. 

The  chairman  next  presented  the  prizes  won  daiiag  the 
past  season  . 

Daring  the  evening  a  number  of  gentlemen  gave  their 
names  as  prize  donors  for  the  ensuing  season. 

A  capital  programme  of  musical  i'-ems  was  contributed 
to  by  Messrs.  W.  Powe.  G.  Grey,  W.  Hawkins.  Melrose, 
Freeman,  R.  Russell,  W.  W.  Dutfield,  E.  Feltham.  W. 
Carter,  Millar,  G.  Powa,  E.  Marks,  and  E.  N.  Dutiield. 
The  duties  of  accompanist  were  ably  fulfilled  by  Madame 
Saunders. 


ANGLING  COMPETITION  AT  CUPAR. 

An  interesting  angling  competition  took  place  on 
Saturday  afternoon.  May  5,  on  the  Eden,  when  nine 
members  of  the  Dundee  East  End  Angling  Club  tried 
their  skill  against  a  like  number  of  the  Cuptr  Club,  both 
olubs  being  connected  with  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers' 
Association.  The  match  began  at  two  o'clock,  and 
finished  at  nine  in  the  evening,  or  on  the  arrival  of  the 
9  21  train  from  Springfield.  Four  of  the  Dundee  and 
three  of  the  Cupar  competitors  fished  on  the  river  to  the 
west  of  the  county  town,  and  the  remainder  to  the  east. 
Mr.  J.  M.  Hood,  vice-president  and  referee  of  the  Cupar 
Club,  superintended  the  weighing  of  the  baskets,  and  no 
fish  under  7m.  was  weighed.  Any  legal  lure  was  allowed, 
and  at  least  six  of  tha  strangers  settled  themselves  to 
work  with  the  worm,  while  the  fly  was  used  by  the  others, 
and  the  result  clearly  proved,  for  the  month  of  May  |,t 
any  rate,  that  worm  fishers  hive  no  chance  against  the  more 
scientific  style  of  the  gentle  art.  The  Blue  Dan  and  Wood- 
cook  with  hare's-lag  body  were  found  the  most  successful 
flies  by  the  secretary  of  the  locil  club,  who  announcsd  to 
a  crowd  of  enthusiasts  in  the  waiting-room  of  the  railway 
station  the  result  of  the  match.  Tne  figures  were  received 
with  loud  cheers.  Mr.  Hood,  in  a  few  words,  com- 
plimented  the  Dundee  anglers  on  the  way  in  which  they, 
as  it  were,  had  "  bearded  the  lions  in  their  den,"  and 
hoped  they  would  see  their  way  to  engage  in  a  return 
match,  for  they  had  no  reason  to  be  discouraged  at  the 
result  of  the  present  competition.  Mr.  Irvine,  replying  for 
his  companions,  said  that  the  Dundee  anglers  had  greatly 
enjoyed  the  sport,  and  would  have  much  pleasure  in 
taking  part  in  another  competition.  The  following  is  the 
detailed  result  ;  — 


•  CcrAR. 

Trout,  lb.  oz. 

.  ..  12 

■2  (i 

il 

X  12 

1  2 

B.  H.  Robertson. 

0  l.j 

0  11 

0  8 

0  .5 

0  4 

\V.  Allan,  clean  . 

Total  

34 

8  0 

DUNDEE. 

Jas.  Winton   5 

Jas.  Smith    li 

John  Boath    1 

Jas.  Irvine    2 

A.  W.  Mackie    3 

Peter  Batchelor    S 

Keith  Barnet    1 

James  Ogilvie    2 

Fergusscn,  clean  ...  — 


Trout,  lb.  oz. 


Total    23  12 

D.  DcxcAX. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particnlars  are  specially  compUed  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-laJie,  London,  W.C. 

8097.  George  Edward  James  Moody,  Cannon-street, 
London.  "  ImprovemettJ  in  trawl  fishing 
and  in  apparatus  employed  therein." 
897.  Fishing.  Patentee:  Mr.  W.  Smallwocd, 
Redditch,  Worcestershire.  Relates  to  arti- 
ficial bait.  Metal  bait  of  the  Devon  type  are 
fitted  inside  with  wire  loops  in  the  form  of  a 
Maltese  Cross,  to  which  the  line  and  tail  and 
side  hooks  are  attached.  The  fraying  of  the 
gut  against  the  side  slits  is  thus  prevented. 


THE  ONE  SAD  EXCEPTION. 

Alas  how  very  few  give  a  moment's  consideration  to 
the  fact  that  amid  almost  unexampled  nitional  prosperity, 
and  what  hag  proved  to  be  a  great  war,  there  is  one  British 
interest  that  is  falling  to  decay,  an  interest  that  deeply 
concerns  everybody  indirectly,  and  that  is  cereal  ag[ri- 
culture  at  home.  The  price  obtainable  for  best  English 
white  wheat  has  dropped  to  29s.  6d.  per  quarter  !  It  is 
not  so  much  a  question  of  rent  to  the  landowner.  '  The 
problem  that  must  stare  every  thinking  man  is  twofold, 
when  plough  land  will  be  more  and  more  turned  into 
pasture,  because  it  cannot  pi  ssibly  pay  a  farmer  to  grow 
wheat  at  the  price  ;  and,  sec  u  d.y,  tne  great  difficulty  of 
finding  opiblo  hinds  to  till  lanU  even  Jor  barley  and  oats, 
and  beabs  and  roots.  Tne  city  and  the  lig  town  has  far 
greater  at!:.ractions  for  the  youth  bred  in  rural  districts, 
and  they  eschew  the  farm  "  service  "  for  the  freedom  of 
city  atd  town  life. 

rtome  ptrsons  might  wonder  why  the  subject  has  been 
alluded  to  in  the  Fishhig  Gazette.  But  it  is  a  subject  that 
will  one  day  be  brought  to  the  mitds  (and  mouths)  of  the 
most  unthinking.  We  grow  only  enough  breadstuffs  to 
ast  three  months'  consumption  ;  so  that  nine  months' 
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bread  must  come  chiefly  from  the  United  States,  or  partly 
from  EuEsia,  and  smaller  qoantities  from  some  of  our  own 
colonies.  It  is  a  bad  day  for  any  country,  much  less  for  a 
group  of  comparatively  small  islands,  with  hard  upon  forty 
millions  of  people,  to  be  dependant  upon  outside  lands  for 
the  chief  necessary  of  life.  Our  statesmen  are  afraid  to 
allude  to  the  great  danger  we  run  in  case  of  a  European 
war;  and  the  great  middle  classes  engaged  in  trade 
for  the  most  part  are  as  unmindful  of  the  crisis  as  they 
were  indifferent  whether  the  Corn  Laws  were  repealed  or 
not.  Forty- five  years  ago  best  English -strown  wheat 
fetched  80b.  per  quarter.  This  was  in  1855,  the  second 
year  of  the  Crimean  War  ;  and  in  the  eeoond  year  of  the 
South  African  War  best  wheat  is  down  to  293.  fid.  per 
quarter.    y^-^  p 


On  Wednesday,  June  6,  the  British  Sea  Anglers  will 
hold  their  weekly  meeting  at  the  Restiurant  Frascati, 
Oxford-street.   A  notice  will  ba  sent  to  all  members. 

I  AM  pleased  to  learn  from  Mr.  Eddowes,  the  clerk  to 
the  Trent  Fishery  Board,  that  the  board  has  made  free 
grants  of  trout,  to  the  number  of  about  2,000  and  ranging 
in  length  from  4in.  to  12in.,  for  the  benefit  of  fishing 
clubs  which  are  subscribers  to  the  funds  of  the  board. 
These  fish  are  intended  for  re-stocking  the  streams. 

On  Thursday  evening  next,  May  24,  ths  Blenheim  A.S. 
hold  their  annual  dinnt  r.  Mr.  C.  Chaplais  is  sure  to  do 
the  right  thing— that  is  to  say,  he  will  provide  a  good 
dinner— after  which  a  concert  will  bs  held,  when  some 
goad  talent  will  be  provided.  Mr.  J.  W.  Harris,  the 
visiting  officer,  will  open  the  A.B.S.  box.  I  wish  I  could 
accept  their  kind  invite,  but  Thursday  nights  are 
"  booked."  Mr.  Chaplais,  of  the  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane, 
has  kindly  consented  to  praside. 

 )  »  >  »  <  

One  of  the  best  "  boys  "  we  all  know  (that  is,  London 
anglers),  a  member  of  the  Cambridge  Heath  Angling 
Society,  has  had  a  long  and  painful  illness— through  an 
accident.  On  May  21,  under  the  prasidency  of  Mr.  H. 
Everett,  and  with  Mr.  E.  Brockett  in  the  vice,  a  concert 
will  be  held  on  behalf  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Evans  (rod  and  tackle 
manufacturer  I.  There's  agrand  array  of  talent  promised, 
and  the  time  for  commencing  is  eight  sharp. 

Writing  in  the  Bury  Free  Press,  Mr.  W.  Howlett 
eajB :  "  Several  gcod  trout  have  been  taken  lately  from 
our  river  Lark.  During  the  Newmarket  race  week  several 
fly  fishermen  came  over  one  evening  to  look  at  the  water 
and  the  surrounding  country.  I  need  scarcely  say  they 
were  delighted,  and  one  of  them,  a  very  excellent  dry  fly 
fisherman,  tried  for  half  an  hour  above  Birton  Mills  and 
lu3kily  hooked  and  landed  a  nice  little  fish  of  31b.  This 
gentleman  has  fished  the  Itchen  and  Wandle  for  years, 
but  he  declared  to  me  he  never  killed  a  stronger  or  a 
gamer  fish.  Need  I  siy  this  trout  had  to  be  wettelat 
Lord  Mayor's  Cottage  ? ' ' 

 >  *  *  *  <  

The  Western  Mail  has  more  than  once  spoken  a  good 
word  on  behalf  of  the  otter,  one  of  the  best-abused 
denizens  of  the  animal  creation  in  this  country.  Hi's  Cise 
is  now  being  ably  taken  up  by  Mr.  John  Watson  in  a 
newly.published  volume  entitled  "The  English  Lake 
District  Fisheries  "  Mr.  Watson  plainly  shows  that  the 
animal  ia  more  sinned  against  than  siuLning.  "I  have 
lived  all  my  lifetime,"  he  writes,  "on  the  banks 
of  a  famous  trout  stream  (the  Kent),  and  have 
invariably  found  trout  most  abundant  near  the 
haunts  of  the  otter.  The  otter  destroys  fewer 
fish  than  is  generally  supposed.  This  is  a  bold 
statement,  but  ic  is  a  fact.  It  is  confirmed  by  water 
bailiffs,  otter  hunters,  and  fiah  poachers.  As  a  fish 
preserver  I  started  with  certain  prejudices  against  the 
otter,  but  observation  over  many  years  has  swept  these 
away,"  and  so  on.  Mr.  Watson  migtit  go  further,  and 
show  that,  instead  of  being  the  wanton  destroyer  of  fish 
he  is  generally  painted,  the  otter  is  their  best  guardian 
and  preserver,  by  slaughtering  the  eels,  which  are  the 
worst  enemies  of  all  kinds  of  fresh-water  fish,  inasmuch  as 
they  relish  the  ova  above  every  other  kind  of  food.  The 
authorities  of  the  Koath  Park,  now  that  they  have  learnt 
the  true  version  of  the  case  for  and  against  the  otter,  may 
Bleep  with  qui  at  minds. 

 >♦♦*  <  

Mr.  Frederick  Long  in  the  Daily  Mall  does  not 
think  quite  so  much  of  the  otter.  He  says  :  "  I  fail  to  see 
in  what  way  the  otter  is  of  more  good  than  otherwise  to  a 
tront  stream.  Seeing  that  it  lijes  exclusively  on  fish,  and 
for  preference  a  trout  to  any  other,  as  I  have  had  great 
opportunities  of  observing,  wherein  does  this  benefit  lie  ? 
I  have  ))een  a  fisherman  all  my  life  on  a  stream  where 
there  are  all  kinds  of  fish  and  a  few  otters,  and  have  often 
found  of  a  morning  on  its  banks  the  remains  of  a  21b.  or 
31b.  trout,  and  occasionally,  though  rarely,  that  of  a  roaoh. 
Not  only  this,  but  being  a  very  fastidious  animal,  it  rarely 
eats  any  portion  but  the  fluky  bit  at  the  back  of  the  head, 
which,  of  conrse,  occ  eione  great  waste.  Daring  the 
winter  it  prefers  the  brook  to  the  river,  as  its  footmarks 
will  bear  witness,  ai  d  the  trout  being  almost  the  only  fish 
to  invade  the  brook  f  o  spawn  at  such  a  time,  and  being  a 
much  easier  prey  there  too,  what  belter  proof  can  I  give 
of  the  btnefit  it  is  to  the  trout  fiuherman  ?  " 


TiiK  "  Haftings  and  St.  Leonards  Club  Chronicle  "  for 
May  ia  full  of  nsefnl  information.   The  "  Editor's  Note- 


},    „  iJ?«^^''^y*  reading,  and  the  following  ia 

cnUed  from  it :  "Pike  and  perch  seem  to  have  been 
very  early  in  their  domestic  operations  this  year,  and  I 
heard  of  authentic  instances  of  spf  cimens  of  both  species 
having  spawned  actually  before  the  end  of  February— an 
unusually  early  date.  One  of  these  days,  perhaps,  our 
noble  legislators,  when  they  have  five  minutes  to  spare, 
will  pass  a  Mundella  Act  Amendment,  and  readjust  these 
close  times  to  the  benefit  of  the  fish  and  the  angler  "  The 
Chronicle  "  does  great  credit  to  Mr.  W.  G.  Scott.  An 
article  by  "  Pheasant  Tail  "  on  "  Tront  and  Tront 
Fishing    IS  exceedingly  interesting. 


The  Fis/i  Trades  Gazette  says :  "  An  authority  informs 
ns  that  there  are  '  many  men  of  many  minds,  many  fiah  of 
many  kinds,'  and  it  w  )uld  be  logical  to  conclude  that  there 
must  be  a  fiah  which  ij  adapted  to  each  mind.  With  this 
j"  J'®"'>  following  species  as  suitable  brain  food  for 
difttrent  individuals  has  been  prepared:  Carp  for  the 
ciitic  ;  sole  for  the  shoemaker;  plaice  for  the  office- 
seeker;  swordfish  for  the  soldier;  sawfish  for  the  car- 
penter; whiff  for  the  smoker;  pipefish  for  the 
plumber;  chub  for  th'n  persons;  suckers  for  pump- 
makers;  drum  fcr  the  commercial  travellers;  pilot 
fish  for  sea  captains ;  houndfish  for  hunters ;  sculpin' 
for  sculptors;  btllows  fish  for  blowers;  black  bass 
for  the  basso  of  a  minstrel  troupe  ;  smelt  for  a  Limbnrger 
cheesemaker ;  gudgeons  for  people  who  gamble  in  trains  ; 
alewife  for  pretty  barmaids  ;  angel-fish  for— we  won't  tell 
her  name ;  balloon-fish  for  gasbags ;  billfish  for  collector j ; 
bullheads  for— you  put  in  his  name  ;  cats  fcr  sailors ;  charr 
for  cramaters  ;  coachmen  for  liverymen  ;  cod  for  express 
oompaniee  j  ribbon-fish  for  the  girls  ;  and  rajs  for  electric 
ught  men. 

 >»»♦  <  

I'll  prove  the  word  that  I've  made  my  theme 
Is  that,  that  may  be  doubled  without  blame, 
And  that  that  tliat  thus  trebled  I  may  use  ; 
And  that  that  that,  that  critics  may  abusa 
May  be  correct.    Farther,  the  dons  to  bother, 
Five  tbats  may  closely  follow  one  another ; 
For  be  it  known  that  we  may  safely  write. 
Or  say,  that  that  that  that  that  man  writ  was  right. 
Nay,  e'en  thit  that  that  that  that  that  follow'd, 
Through  six  repeats  the  grammar's  rule  has  hallow'd. 
And  that  that  that  (that  that  that  that  began) 
Repeated  seven  times  is  right !    Deny't  who  can. 

^         ^   -J.  J.  (1845). 

"  The  ground  swell,  which  is  so  trying  to  travellers  by 
sea,  says  the  Eastern  Morning  News,  Hull,  "has 
delighted  the  hearts  of  the  crab  fishers  by  filling  their 
crab  pots.  A  few  days  ago  crabs  were  fetching  the  large 
price  of  43.  a  score,  both  in  Scarborough  and  Filey,  but 
the  recent  heavy  seas  have  furnished  such  abundant 
supplies  that  the  price  fell  to  23.  One  Scarborough  boat 
brought  in  a  hundred  score,  and  this  at  the  lower  price 
meant  £10  for  a  couple  of  days'  work.  It  has  long  been  a 
grueeome  belief  among  fishermen  that  the  number  of 
drowned  people  has  an  effect  in  improving  the  fish, 
especially  the  crabs.  Byron  alludes  to  this  in  some  lines, 
detailing  how  that  ciime  in  Turkey  was  summarily  dealt 
with  by  the  offenders  being  sewn  up  in  a  siok  and  pitched 
into  the  sea.    He  goes  on  to  give  as  a  result : 

'  No  scandals  rmda  the  daily  press  a  curse  ; 
Morals  were  bjtter  and  the  fish  no  worse.' 

A  later  writer  goes  further,  and  says  that  the  crabs  and 
lobsters  from  the  Sea  of  Marmora  vary  very  much  in  size, 
according  to  the  activity  of  the  police  of  the  capital! 
This  may  or  may  not  be  true,  but  the  late  weather  has  not 
been  disastrous  to  seafaring  people,  neither  have  the 
wrecks  in  the  vicinity  of  Scarborough  been  numerous,  and 
yet  the  crabs  are  so  large  and  so  prolific." 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorial 
Society  will  take  place  on  Thursday  evening.  May  24,  at 
the  Bridge  House  Hotel,  London  Bridge,  when  Mr.  T.  A. 
Crumplen  will  preside,  and  Mr  F.  Salter  will  occupy  tte 
vice-chair.  I  have  received  a  kind  invite,  and  regret  not 
being  able  to  accept  it.  As  an  honorary  member  of  this 
go-a  head  South  London  club,  I  can  safely  predict  a 
pleasant  evening. 


We  all  do  it !  "  But  it  is  not  often  that  the  Olasgow 
Herald  does  it.  In  an  account  of  one  of  the  Lochleven 
competitions  it  says,  "the  wether  conditions,"  &o.  If 
the  weather  be  sunshine,  rain,  or  storm— the  weather  be 
cold  or  be  it  warm— whether  the  weather  be  cold  or  not, 
you'll  have  to  weather  it  v-ether  or  not.  Last  week  (it  was 
(10/  in  refereLC3  to  the  language  used  when  a  big  trout  got 
away)  I  read  "  there  was  weeping  and  wailing  and  u'a.sW;,!/ 
of  teeth."  "rhis  week  the  comp.  transformed  "  a,itearching 
east  wind  "  into  a  scorching  east  wind. 


Pat  Kieuv,  fisherman  on  the  Shannon,  writes  to  the 
Irish  Times  as  follows  :  "  Sir,— Will  you  allow  me  a  short 
space  in  your  valuable  paper  to  make  a  few  remarks  re- 
ferring to  the  fishing  erquiry 't'  I  saw  in  your  paper  to-day 
that  the  Earl  of  Bandon  wanted  to  cut  the  month  of 
October  cff  the  rod  fishing.  That  gentleman  ai  d  a  few 
others  don't  fake  the  hundreds  of  poor  fiBhormen  that  ar<j 
earning  their  living  wi  h  the  ri  d  into  consideration.  They 
don't  think  three  months  of  the  close  season  quite  long 
enf  ugh  to  leave  themeelves  and  their  families  starving 
without  adding  another  month  to  it.  I  watched  most 
closely  the  evidence  given  during  the  inquiry,  and  it  was 


proved  that  the  whole  destruction  was  done  to  the  salmon 
duiing  the  close  season,  and  still  the  Earl  of  Bandon  wants 
to  add  another  month  to  it. 

"  Let  all  the  fishermen  that  are  living  by  the  rod  fishing 
staid  and  protest  against  the  month  of  October  being 
taken  off.  The  fish  that  are  taken  by  the  rod  during  that 
monih  are  not  one  to  the  hundreds  that  are  taken  bv 
poaching." 

SE.i  anglers  in  England  do  not  look  for  grand  snort 
an"ng  the  summer;  but,  according  to  the  New  Torh  Suu, 

the  salt  water  fishing  season  is  coming  on  at  a  rapid  pace 
and  theanglera  are  preparing  to  receive  it  in  old-time  style 
The  boats  are  trying  on  their  new  spring  coats.    There  is 
a  general  mobilisation  of  paint  pots,  and  a  rush  of  brushes 
forward  and  aft  all  along  the  line.    Some  boats  are  already 
lannohed  and  ready  for  the  first  run  of  the  humble  sea  bass 
and  blackfish.    But  the  real  sport  will  not  begin  until  the 
arrival  of  the  weakfish.    Blnefish  are  so  irregular  in 
their    ways    that  no   wise   man   will   name   a  dat 
for    them.    Already    they    ara    reported    off  tl 
Jersey  shore.    It  is  not  likely  that  fishermen  will  1 
troubled  very  much  by  the  menhaden  men,  because,  a 
reports  are  trustworthy,  their  future  operations  will  be  u 
Southern  waters.   While  many  of  the  old-time  fishin' 
grounds  have  been  destroyed  by  garbage  dumping,  ther 
still  remains  some  choice  spots  where  good  sport  can  h 
had,  and,  moreover,  the  garbage  nuisance  is  at  presen 
somewhat  abated.  The  whims  of  game  fish  are  mystorioua 
Last  year,  for  instance,  weak  fish  frequented  the  deei 
water  of  the  channels.    That  was  unusual,  and  anothe 
puzzle  was  in  the  catches  made  during  ebb  tide  only 
Flood  tide  broaght,  as  a  rule,  nothing  but  disappoint 
ments.    The  surprises  in  store  for  the  fishermen  this  yea* 
are  doubtless  numerous,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  thS 
will  all  prove  agreeable,"  * 


The  commission  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  to  investigate  the  present  condition  of  inland 
fisheries  in  the  sister  isle  and  the  laws  relating  thereto 
have  made  so  much  progress  that  they  hope  to  finish  theii 
inquiry  in  time  to  report  before  the  end  of  the  sessionj 
They  have  still  to  visit  Sligo,  Galway,  and  Belfast ;  but  if 
is  anticipated  that  another  three  weeks,  or,  at  the  outsidai 
a  month,  will  suffice  to  complete  the  evidence,  after  whioF 
all  possible  expedition  will  be  observed  in  formniatini 
conclusions  and  recommendations  with  a  view  to  Isgisl ' 
tion. 

"  Is  the  May  Fly  up  ?  "  This  question  has  been  asked 
by  numerous  readers  of  the  F.  G.  It  is  hoped  in  the  i^sut, 
of  May  26  to  give  the  latest  particulars  re  this  erratic  fly] 
Mr,  Thomas,  of  Westmeath  Lakes,  Ireland,  "  expects tf 
daily."  Mr.  H,  J.  Thomas  (of  J.  E.  Miller  and  SonaJ 
Leeds)  says  "  The  weather  being  so  cold,  very  few  natur 
flies  on  the  water ;  in  fact,  the  March  Browns  seem 
have  missed  thb  year  altogether." 


_  By  the  way,  speaking  of  Mr,  J.  E.  Miller,  it  may  be  oL 
interest  to  state  that  he  has  sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper  and 
Sons,  naturalists,  two  big  pike— one  40|lb.,  the  othetf 
35|lb.  Although  they  were  each  50in.  in  length,  they,  ol 
course,  varied  in  girth.  Perch  was  the  bait  used,  and| 
they  were  taken  on  get  lines  (or  trimmers).  "Pity  Mrj 
Miller  did  not  have  them  in  time  for  the  Manchestes 
Fishery  Exhibition ! 

The  Bath  Herald  is  responsible  for  the  following  s 
A  fisherman,  who  had  caught  a  very  little  fish  in  the  river 
Thames,  was  about  to  throw  him  into  his  basket.  Tho» 
little  fellow,  gisping,  pleaded  thus  for  his  life  :  "  What  ij 
you  are  never  going  to  keep  such  a  little  chap  as  I  am,' 
not  one-quarter  grown  !    Fifty  such  as  I  am  wouldn't 
make  a  decent  fish.    Do  throw  me  back  and  come  anj 
catch  me  again  when  I  am  bigger."    "  It's  all  very  well 
to  flay  'catch  me  again,'  my  little  fellow,"  replied  thta 
man,  "  but  you  know  you'll  make  yourself  scarce  for  the! 
future,    Yon're  big  enough  to  make  one  in  a  frying-pan.I 
So  in  you  go,"    "  Very  good,  then,"  said  the  little  fish  J 
'as  I  am  well  under  the  nine-inch  measurement  ij 
shall  have  your  unsportsmanlike  conduct  immediateljJ 
reported  to  the  Thames  Ai  gling  Preservation  StcietyJ 
and  you  will  soon  hear  of  the  circumstance  in  a  way  yova 
will  not  at  all  relish,"    "Are  you  sure  about  the  9uiTj 
measurement-"'  sjid  the  angler,  beginning  to  quake  id 
his  shoes.    "You  bet,"  said  the  little  fish,  who  had  got 
into  a  bad  habit  of  talking  slang,  a  practice  he  had  picked^ 
up  from  some  American  visitors.    With  a  deep  sigh  tbM 
man  rejoined,  "  Then  I  suppose  I  must  fling  you  in  again,"! 
and  so  he  did,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  little  fish,  who  thai) 
night  retailed  his  adventure  to  his  little  sisters,  hil 
cousins,  and  his  annts. 

 >  *  ♦  •  <  

Sunday  School  Teacher  :  "  And  don't  you  believe  in 
the  story  of  Jonah  and  the  whale.  Johnny  ?  "  Johnny; 
"No,  I  don't!"   Teacher:  "  Aid  why  not  ?  "  Jchnnyi 
(who  knows  something) :  "  'Cos  he  went  out  on  the  spree, 
and  told  that  yarn  to  his  wife  to  keep  her  quiet." 


The  director  of  the  Manchester  Fishery  Exhibition j 
informs  me  that  "  oases  are  coining  in,  and  all  will  bsl 
in  reudinesB  for  the  oppning  day.  May  21."  Captain! 
Otmrod,  of  the  Wyresdale  Fishery,  will  declare  thel 
exhihition  open,  aid  prroeed  to  deliver  a  lecture  onl 
"  Fi-h  Culture,"  I  have  promise d  Director  "Champion"! 
Roaoh  to  b-»  present  at  the  inaugural  ceremony,  and  shall] 
have  a  few  woids  to  say  about  it  "  in  our  nfxt."  Thati 
"succets  writ  .aige"  may  be  the  verdict  is  the  bei 
wish  of  Drag  NET. 
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28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Afalrer*  of  High'Class  Salmon,  Crilso,  and  Trout  RotiSm 

NO    CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  op  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAVID  SLATEII 

Newark-on-Trent. 

BDILT'cANE  salmon  and 
TROUT  RODS, 

With  and  without  Steel  Centres ;  one 
quality  only,  "  the  hest "  ;  equal  to  any 
BQAke  in  the  world.  These  rods  are 
entirely  manufactured  on  our  own 
premiees  by  the  most  skilled  workmen, 
and  we  will  guarantee  these  rods  for  five 
years. 


TEY  OUK 

GREENHEART FLY  ROD, 

Two  tops,  best  quality  and  finish.  From 
10/6  to  25/-. 


THAMES  TROUT  SPINNING  RODS. 

Selected  Greenheart,  two  tops,  special 
action  and  highly  finished,  price  20/-. 


2?ie  Salmon  and  Trout  Reel  of  the  future. 

SLATER'S  NEW  ALUMINIUM  ALLOY. 
Made  in  the  following  sizes,  2iin.,  2fin., 
3iin.,  4in.,  4iin.,  and  Sin.  Samples 
sent  on  approval. 


Sin 


I  have  a  special  selection  of  3  yard  best 
t«i»ered  undrawn  TROUT  CASTS, 
beautifully  fine  and  extra  quality.  Price 
9/-  per  dozen. 


Undarawn  GUT,  very  fine,  16in.  long,  for 
staking  up  Casts.   Price  4/-  per  hank. 


Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 
READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  sddreened  envelope  and  stamps, 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world 
past  free 

Idof.of  my  Celebrated  TEOUT  FIXES  for9d. 
3  doz.  for  2s..  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  fg. 

THBSE  PLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  raft^iacence.  cheap- 
ness, and  killine  powerR,  bavins  no  equal. 
Oomclete  Price  Lints  of  General  Fiohlnjr  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materialw  post  free  on  application 

JOHN  WHITE, 

PishingTackle  Manufactu'-er,Omigh,  Ireland 


IMPROVED  PATENT.  • 

SOLO  ON  GONOITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWL. 


ANGLERS!  ANGLERS!! 

THOMAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CROWN  STREET,  COCKERMOUTH. 
Is  NOW  Showino  a  Spiendid 

SELECTION  of  NEW  FISHING  REQUISITES. 

Lalie  and  Trout  Bods  all  prices.  Well  balanced 
Greenheart  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Rods,  with 
Cork  Handles,  from  303.  to  60s.  fach.  Salmon 
and  Trout  Gut  of  the  best  quality.  Finest 
nndrawn  Gut,  21Jin.,  7s.  6d  per  hank,  cannot  be 
equalled.  B<  els  in  every  variety.  Lines  in  cotton, 
flax,  and  silk.  Flies  to  suit  all  waters,  on  gut  or 
eyed  hooks. 

Agent  for  S.  Allcock  and  Co.'s  Celebrated  Fish- 
ing Tackle.  Sole  a»ent  in  North  of  England  and 
South  Scotland  for  Manchester  Cotton  Twine 
Spinning  Companv's  Waterproof  Lines,  Ac. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  information  for  the  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


▲  CHABMZHO  eiFT  BOOK. 

6s.  net,  oUret  roan,  gilt,  niiutrated. 

London  In  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Juhllee. 

By  E.  0.  00«K  and  E.  T.  OOOK,  MA. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

'Sir  Henry  Poruonbp  it  commanded 
_  bp  th*  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
'  for  a  copy  of  hit  Handbook. 
L   "Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
for." — Britith  Weekly.  "Farsnperior 
ordinary  guiAeB."— London  Daily  Chronicle. 


"A  BRILLIANT  B00K."-ta6  Tim**. 

Bvery  Tlaltor  to  London  should  use 

I  ONinOM  SECOND  EDITION 
L     IN  LI  ^  IN       ENIAKGED,  68. 

and   l^.lS^l^.t  24  Maps*  Plans. 

ENVIRONS.      60  Illnstratlons. 
Mostemphatlcftlly  tops  them  all." — DailyGraph 
Llangollen— Darlinoton  ft  Oo. 
London— SiHPKiN,  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Bailway  Bookstall  and  all  Booksellers. 


Tisitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton,  Eastbourne 
Hastings,  Bath,  Wells,  Westem-super-MaretMal 
Tern,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llandrindod  Wells" 


Rhvf,  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Bay,  Bettwsycoed,  Llan- 
gollen,  Bala,  Doleelly,  Barmouth,  Aberystwyth, 
Criccieth,  Pwllheli,  Wye  Valley,  Severn  VaUey, 


Channel  Islands,  and  Isle  of  Wight,  should  use 
Darlington's  Handbooks,  Is.  each.  List  Post  Free. 
Darlington  &  Co.,  Llangollen. 

London:  SiMPKIN,  MABSHALL  A  CO.,  Ltd 

PKOTOOKAFHS.— Beantifnl  Photographs 

of  Scenery,  Bnins,  ftc,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey 
Palestine,  and  Egypt;  also  North  Wales,  Is., 18. 6d. 
and  2b.  Complete  List  Post  Free. 

DARLINGTON  ft  CO.,  LLANGOLLEN. 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

PhbsidenT:  Sir  EDWARD  BIBKBECK,  Bar 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  ft  D.  RAILWAYS 

ist  OCTOBER  to  3ist  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 

BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
Ye  Olde  Rainbow  Tavern,  Fleet-street,  E.G. 

AU  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Charles 
S.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion  House-cham- 
bers, 11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.G. 


8 


The  '  HAMPSHIRE' 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 


GOLD 

MEDAL 


The "BUCKLAND" 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 


s 


The  "DEVONSHrRE" 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 


_A.xxca.ers CD xis'  c;«z>xxxt>±xxEi.-fc±c»xx  ~Wa.ca.ox*s 

(FISHING  STOCKINGS  AND  BE0GUE8  ALL  IN  ONE). 

They  are  not  so  cumbersome,  and  they  are  lighter  and  more  comfortaUe  to  wear  than  Stockings, 

Socks,  and  Brogues. 

ANDERSON,  ANDERSON, 'O'NDERSON,  Ltd. 

(The  Anglers'  Waterproofers). 

37.  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 

And  at  CARDIFF,  8,   QUEEN  STREET. 


Now  Ready,  price  2s.  net  (2s.  2d.  post  free). 

The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 

Cabinet  of  Devices, 

OR 

HOW  TO  TIE  WET  AND  DRY  FLIES  FOR 
TROUT  AND  GRAYLING  FISHING. 

BY  THE  LATE 

("  Athenian  "  of  tlie  Fishing  Oaeette). 

■\^i-tli.  DESiglx-fcy  Illxa-stratJions. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON,  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  DuDStan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


F.  W.  DALE. 

Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST., 


66 


99 


Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  Dry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittings,  and  finish  is 

best  value  made. 

Greenheart,  1  guinea ;  Built-eane,  4  guineas. 

All  lengths  from  9^ft.  to  lift. 

FLIES  FOR  FLOATING,  WET  WORK,  YORKSHIRE,  WALES,  AND  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY., 

1b.  6d.  per  dozen. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Mb.  R.  Clay  presided  over  Monday's  meetiog,  there 
being  an  excellent  attecdanoe  of  members.  There  was, 
however,  little  to  record  in  the  way  of  remunerative 
angling,  the  ohiUing  northerly  and  easterly  winds  having 
kep:  trout  very  mcch  down.  Mr.  Chas.  H.  Wheeley  bad 
the  good  fortune  to  capture  an  exo^fedingly  hands  )me 
Thames  trout  of  51b.  12Joz.  on  Saturday  at  Shepperton. 
The  fish — a  hen  one — he  kindly  brought  up  for  the 
comeany  to  admire.  The  fish,  Mr.  Wheeley  stated,  was 
the  first  he  had  seen  feed  this  season,  and  he  was  lucky 
enough  to  land  it  on  the  second  evening  he  went  after  it. 
A  small  bleak  was  the  bait  used.  Mr.  Wheeley  added  that 
at  Shepperton  the  fronting  season  so  far  had  Vesn  a 
shockingly  bad  r n^,  and  until  we  have  warm  days,  and 
nights  when  the  ihermcmeter  does  not  go  perilously  near 
32  degs.,  spirt  of  a  satisfactory  chirscter  amongst  the 
Thames'  noblest  fish  can  hardly  be  expected.  Several 
trout  under  the  ISin.  limit  had  been  taken  at  Uxbridge, 
but  here  again  tte  old  weather  had  made  fieh  lie  low. 
Mr.  Frank  Ward's  five  guinea  challenge  cup  will  be  for  the 
best  sia  dace,  a  d  net  twelve,  as  at  first  suggested.  They 
must  be  exhibited  on  a  Monday  evening,  except  in  the  case 
of  a  Bank  Holiday  falling  on  a  meeting  nt^ht,  when  a 
member's  verification  will  be  eufiBoient.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  usnal  weekly  meeting  of  members,  held  at  Ye 
Olde  Rainbow  Tavein,  15.  Fleet-street,  B.C.,  on  Wednes- 
day, May  16,  1900,  at  8  p  m.  (Mr.  H.  W.  Lane  in  the 
ohair),  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been 
read  and  confirmed,  thehon.  teoretary  read  reports  from 
the  society's  agent  at  Southend  and  Ramsgate.    A  letter 
was  read  from  the  Ranissrate  agent  oomplaining  of  the 
trawls  in  that  district  spoi  i^g  all  tho^Jeeding  grounds. 
The  following  experiences  were  then  given  by  members  : 
Mr,  Graham,  at  Southend,  on  May  12,  15,  16,  tookSJlb. 
of  good  flounders  ;  on  16'h,  eleven  or  twelve  good  flounders, 
and  some  more  small  flounders  and  dibs,  all  on  long 
collapsible  boom  ;  on  loth,  fishing  for  several  hours  without 
a  bite.    Mr.  Gibson,  at  Deal,  about  three  weeks  sgo,  took 
about  a  score  of  fair  dabs  off  Sandown,  with  a  clam 
cut  in  two  for  bait.    Mr.  Clay,  at  Leigh-on-Sea,  with  t^o 
friends  (Mr.  Clay,  using  light  Nottingham  float  tackle  the 
whole  time,  catching  some  good  flnnndere).    His  friends 
did  not  catch  any  until  taking  to  the  tame  tackle,  when 
between  them  they  tcok  three  score,  mostly  from  IIH. 
to   IJlb  ,    some   over    2Ib.     Mr.  Clay  gave  a  very 
amusing  description  of  how  they  lost  the  tide,  and 
h^d  to  walk  through^  Leigh  mud  for  a  cotsiderable 
disrtacce,  greatly  to  lis  dif comfort,  as  be  was  weaiinsc 
light  kid  boots,  and  at  times  was  almost  knee  deep.  It 
was  a  rather  novel  experience,  he  faid,  which  he  was 
not  in_  a  hurry  to_  repeat.    Mr.  Bates  then  gave  his 
exceedingly  interesting  demrnstrationson  the  manufacture 
of  sea  fisting  tecVle,  which  he  commenced  by  say 'ng  that 
he  had  always  endeavoured  to  timplify  sea  fishing  tack'e 
as  much  as  possible.    One  of 'the  first  things  he  made  in 
this  way  was  the  sfctional  lead,  so  constructed  as  to 
save  the  angler  from  carrying  several  leads  of  different 
weights,  a3  by  removing  or  adding  a  section  he  is 
able  to  make  one  lead  do  for  three  or  four  different 
weights.     The  method  cf  constructing  this  lead  were 
shown  from  the  wooden   mould  in   which   the  lead 
was    cast    to    the    finished    article,    and    also  the 
tools   used   in   its  conetraclion.     Next   were  shown 
various  kinds  cf  collapsible  booms,  and  the  method 
of  their  construction  and  the  tools  used.    The  construc- 
tion of  these,  Mr.  Bates  said,  w>is  very  simple,  a  remark 
with  which  few  present  agreed.    He  then  discussed 
the  various  methods  of  dressing   a   line,  eayiog  he 
had  tried  tallow,  clarified  beef  -  fat,  vaseline,  petro- 
leum, guttapercha,  ozokerite,  and  many  other  forms. 
Oils,  he  thought,  had  a  tendency  to  burn  or  rot  the  line, 
especially  a  hemp  one.   Guttapercha  had,  he  believed, 
a  future  before  it,  but  was  useless  unless  used  before  the 
line  was  tnieted  up.     Ozokeri'e  was  the  substEUje  he 
favoured  most,  and  a  very  excellent  way  of  dressing  a  line 
with  it  was  shown,  and  a  sample  of  line  done  in  this  way 
was  ezhilited,  the  breaking  strain  of  which  was  about 
301b.   A  discussion  then  endued  in  which  Messrs.  G.  Rf  ad 
Clarke,  G.  H.  Howard,  Gibson,  and  the  hon.  secretary 
took  part.    Mr.  Minchin  showed  a  net  much  used  on  the 
French  coasts  by  prawn  fisherm-n,  and  very  useful  for 
ca'chingsand  eels,  wh'oh  wss  much  admired,  Mr.  Minchin 
expressing  his  willingnefs  to  arrange  for  the  importation 
of  some  if  sntficient  g-ntlemen  gave  an  order.   A  very 
interesting  account  of  tirpon  fithing  in  Florida  was  read, 
sent  by  Mr.  Maul),  showing  how  a  gentleman  caught 
a  tarpon  weighing  1141b.,  and  6ft.  Sin.  in  length.  Some 
interesting  cuttings  sent  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Wood,  dealing  with 
the  protection  of  sea  fisheries,  were  read.    The  hon. 
secretary  announced  that  after  the  last  Wednesday  in  May 
the  headquarters  of  the  society  will  be  at  the  Restaurant 
Frascati,  Oxford-street,  notice  of  which  will  be  sent  to  all 
members.    Very  hearty  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to 
Messrs.  T.  B.  Bates,  C.  O.  Minchin,  and  the  chair.  The 
usual  toast  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  closed  the 
meeting.  Chari.kh  8.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY, 

Mb.  a.  Bi;;jf;i;N  presided  over  the  meeting  held  on 
Tuesday  las'',  when  there  was  only  a  poor  attendance  of 
members.  ilepjrtB  of  fishing  cousfqaently  were  not  up  to 
the  mark,  a  state  of  aCfair<)  at'  ributaole  to  the  unfavourable 
winis  prevailing  of  late.  There  is  not  a  single  success  to 
report  from  Chesham,  though  it  does  not  follow  that  no 
fish  have  been  taken  there.  Mr.  Wondrull  and  Mr.  (Jrav 
were  attracted  to  Leigh  one  day,  having  heard  of  good 
sport  obtained  there  by  a  friend,  but  the  weather  was  so 


boisterous  that  they  were  unable  to  get  more  than  one 
or  so  apiece.  The  fish  were  in  very  good  condition,  and 
the  time  of  the  year  is  unusually  early  to  hear  of  their 
being  taken.  Mr.  Gibson  gave  Hertford  a  trial  for  trout, 
but  was  not  successful,  and  was  only  able  to  put  one  poor 
unfortunate  little  dace  in  distress  for  a  brief  space.  Mr. 
Connellan,  Mr.  Hicks,  and  Mr.  Gill  each  have  tried  the 
Thames  again,  hut  only  Mr.  Hicks  succeeded  in  getting 
a  trout,  and  that  was  only  13in.  long,  though  it  was 
in  splendid  condition,  and  gave  most  excellent  sport. 
It  was  taken  with  the  fly,  a  very  pleating  experience 
for  Mr.  Hicks,  who  has  been  very  desirous  if  taking 
a  Thames  trout  with  the  fly,  and  it  is  hoped  that  ere  long 
his  efforts,  as  well  as  those  of  Mr.  Connellan  and  Mr.  Gill, 
may  hi  rewarded  with  sizeable  fish.  There  Ee3m8  to  be  an 
impression  amongst  many  anglers  that  Thames  trout  do 
not  take  the  fly  ;  but  it  now  appears  that  the  late  Francis 
Francis  captured  several  by  that  lure,  and  record  ia  made 
of  fifteen  trout  taken  with  the  fly,  from  1880  to  1884,  by 
the  patrons  of  one  professional  fisherman  alone,  the  weight 
going  as  high  as  a  61b.  5o3.  fish,  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Palmer 
on  May  16,  1883,  some  being  taken  with  an  Alder,  but 
whether  fished  wet  or  dry  is  not  recorded,  though 
presumably  it  would  be  by  the  former  method.  We  hr  ps 
to  have  some  records  by  our  members  very  soon.  On 
Tuesday  next  the  Rev  E  Meyer  will  read  a  paper  on 
"  The  Obsolete  Sport  of  Angling,"  which  is  sure  to  prove 
most  interesting,  and  I  hope  there  will  be  a  good  attend- 
ance of  membera  to  accord  Mr.  Meyer  a  hearty  welcome. 
Mr.  .James  Tayler  will  read  a  paper  the  following  week, 
May  29,  on  "  The  May  Fly  Season,"  and  this  is  also  a  date 
for  members  to  reserve.  After  the  usual  toasts  and  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  ebair,  the  meeting  terminated. 

Hon.  Sec 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  delegates  was  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden,  on 
Monday,  7t,h  inst.,  the  president,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf, 
chairman,  and  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  in  the 
vioe-ohair.  Minutes,  correspondence,  and  routine  business 
were  read  and  pasted.  Mr.  Elsmore  gave  a  most  interest- 
ing account  of  the  work  done  by  the  T.A.P  8.  committee, 
stating  that  arrangements  had  been  completed  for  the 
removal  of  the  barren  swans  from  the  Thames  during  the 
spawning  time  at  the  sole  cost  of  the  society.  Visiting 
officer  reported  visit  to  tt  e  Islington  Brothers  ;  also  gave 
notice  of  impending  visit  to  the  Lincoln  A.S.  The  election 
of  officers  was  then  dealt  with,  resulting  in  the  whole  of 
retiring  officers  being  re-elected  for  ensuing  saasin,  and  a 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  passed  for  their  services.  Messrs. 
J.  Wheelhou  e  and  W,  H.  Elsmore  were  appointed 
auditors  to  go  through  the  association's  aoo  unts;  Mr. 
Elsmore  also  agreeing  to  undertake  the  duties  of  auditor 
to  the  Anglfrs'  Benevolent  Society.  The  secretary  re- 
ported that  new  privilege  tickets  and  guide  books  wera 
well  in  hand,  and  would  be  quite  ready  tor  issuing  at  the 
appointed  time  ;  also  reporting  the  result  of  Central's  re- 
stocking appeal  up  to  date.  Amounts  received  since  last 
meeting:  From  And  or  and  Hope,  10s.  6d.  ;  Cosy,  as.  ; 
Shepherd's  Bush,  10s.  6i.  j  United  Brothers,  lOj.'cd. ; 
Chiswick,  10a.  Cd. ;  Stockwell,  15a.  Id. ;  Regalii,  63. ; 
Amicable  Brothers,  lOa  6d.  Also  the  foilowing  results 
from  collecting  boxes  :  Regalia,  6j.  for  T.A.P.S.  j  Stock- 
well,  138.61.  for  T.A.P.S.,  and  20s.  for  A.B.S. ;  Cosy 
A.S.,  12a.  61.  for  the  A.B  S.,  and  IO3.  for  T.A.P.S  : 
Grange,  14s  fid.  for  T.A  P.S.,  and  ISs.  6J.  for  A.B.S.  ; 
Anchor  and  Hope,  7s.  6d.  for  T.A.P.S.  The  Central's 
annual  competition  was  fixed  for  July  15,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  to  deal  with  details.     Hon.  Reporter. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

An  important  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  on 
Monday  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  Kingston-on-Thames,  Mr.  A. 
Drink  water  pretiling.  Mr.  C.  H.  C.  Lowe  moved  that  no 
persons  resident  within  three  miles  of  Cobham  Court  shall 
be  members  of  this  society.  He  said  that  the  resolution 
was  not  intended  to  reflect  upon  anyone  residing  at  Cobham, 
but  was  moved  in  order  that  the  members  of  the  Kingston 
Piscatorials  should  not  be  pl  .cidata  disadvantage  through 
persons  at  Cobham  joining  the  society,  and  thus  having 
easier  access  to,  and  opportunities  for,  fishing  the  private 
wa(;er  jas-t  rented  by  the  society.  The  members  had 
individually  subscribed  towards  the  cost,  and  persons  who 
might  now  join  the  society  from  Cobham  would  escape 
contributing.    Mr.  H  Pincott-Hill  seconded. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Amphlett  moved  as  an  amendment  that  gentle- 
men residing  at  Cobham  be  allowed  to  j  lin  the  society 
upon  paymentof  lOd  OJ.— the  usual  subscription — provided 
that  they  were  willing  to  [subscribe  not  less  than  IO3.  61. 
to  the  cost  of  renting  the  water.  He  thought  that  as 
sportsmen  they  ought  not  to  debar  any  genuine  angler 
from  joining  the  society.  He  admitted  that  strong 
arguments  had  been  used  in  favour  of  the  resolution,  but 
was  convinced  thit,  although  Cobham  members  would 
have  batter  opportunities  for  fishing,  there  were  plenty  of 
fish  in  the  water,  according  to  all  repirts,  for  one  and  all. 

The  chairman  f aid  that  the  amendment  was  practically 
increasing  the  subscription  of  Cobham  members,  and  as 
that  was  against  the  rules  he  was  bound  to  rule  the 
amendment  out  of  order.  After  a  long  discussion  the 
resolution  was  carried,  Mr.  Amphlett  and  Mr.  J.  R. 
Richardson  being  the  only  members  voting  acrainst  it. 

Mr.  Amphlett  proposed  that  eight  dated  tickets,  or  less, 
be  issued  at  one  time  for  fishing  the  water.  Mr.  Gate 
seconded,  and  it  was  agreed.  Mr.  H.  B.  Stevenson 
proposed  that  Mr.  O.  Giddy,  of  Ditton  Hillj  bs  a  member. 
Mr.  Amphlett  seconded,  and  it  was  agreed  to  place  the 
name  on  the  board  in  the  usual  way. 
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ilofes  from  f^c  'Wioxttj, 

A  COLD  snap  has  again  be.n  experien-ed—"  winter  in  4 
the  lap  of  May"— over  the  north  of  Scotland,  tuttine  * 
down  the  trout  and  kei>ping  back  the  sa'mon.  As  long  1= 
the  cold  continues,  with  keen  frosts  overnight,  fisli  will 
hardly  move,  and  anglers  on  the  upp  r  waters  of  the  Dee 
and  similar  streams  have  a  hard  time  of  it  waiting  for  the 
fish.   

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Chas.  Fitzwilliim  creeled  a  beauty  of  • 
221b.  on  the  Billogie  section  of  the  Dee  last  Thuridaj  j 
She  hid  an  exciting  half  hour  of  it  before  the  steel  conld  n 
be  sent  home.  It  is  the  top  weight  for  the  see  son  on  thasa  1 
parte.    II 

Lady  anglers  have  carried  <  ff  most  of  the  honours  as  top  < 
weights  go  this  season.    Last  week  we  recorded  the  fine 
fish  landed  on  the  Shin  by  M's.  Parrar,  scaling  391b.  •  "  ' 
week  before  that.  Miss  Radeliffe,  on  the  Helmsdale,' 
down  for  one  of  261b.;  and  some  short  time  ago  a' 
angler,  on  the  Tay  or  Loch  Tay,  had  one  of  331b. 

Loch  angling  is  now  getting  into  fall  swing,  and  vet\ 
respectable  baskets  are  being  got.    On  the  Suthe.'lan 
earlier  lochs,  and  the  Perthshire  lochs  in  general,  trout 
are  rising  freely  to  the  March  Brown,  Hare's  Lug,  L(  " 
Saltoun,  Greenwell's  Glory,  the  Zulu,  and  baskets 
from  6.b.  to  121b.  are  being  made  freely.    Mr.  Mallo 
Perth,  has  a  list  for  almost  every  loch. 

The  Don  is  surpassing  itself  as  a  salmon  and  trotit 
stream  once  again.  For  many  years  it  has  been  at  a  di.- 
count,  but  this  spring  better  sport  has  been  had  than  fo- 
any  during  the  pa^t  fifteen.  The  trout  are  "  bonnie,"  bui 
want  a  good  feed  on  the  fly  to  hcng  them  into  nrime  con 
dition. 

Mr.  E.  B.  West,  of  Stratham  Hall,  Exeter,  has  jus: 
purchased  from  Sir  Kenneth  J  Matheson,  Biit,,  the  deer 
forests  of  Eilalan  Glomach,  in  R  les  and  Inverness,  for 
the  sum  of  £47,000.  The  forest  extends  to  about  40,000 
acres,  and  contains  some  excellent  salmon  and  trout 
waters.  ^  ^ 

Sir  Wm.  C.  Brooks,  Bart.,  Glentana,  entertained  the 
Caiingoram  Club  last  week  on  their  annual  outir  u:  to 
Mount  Keen,  via  Glentana. 

Mr.  Girden,  Aberdeen,  has  his  hands  full  just  now  nith 
Norwegian  flies.  Some  of  the  patterns  are  very  sliowj, 
but  the  strange  thing  is  that  in  the  same  district,  if  not 
exactly  on  the  same  river,  one  angler  finds  large  fliea 
answer  his  purpcss  best,  and  another  with  irons  jast  half 
their  size.  ___ 

The  Marine  hatchery  at  Nigg  has  jast  about  finished  the 
season's  work  in  the  hatchinj  (  ut  of  plaice.  It  is  estimated 
that  between  forty  and  fifty  mi.lijns  lanse  or  alevins  about 
a  week  old  have  been  hatcued  out  and  put  into  Loch  Fyne, 
an  arm  of  the  sea  on  the  west  coa^t. 

In  "planting"  sea  fish  a  long  siphon  is  used  soaatM 
carry  the  li\iag  stream  ot  biby  plaice  below  the  sutfatfl 
well  down  iuto  the  depths  of  xha  briny  and  away  from  tl9 
brackish  water  which  accumulates  at  the  head  of  theS 
long  arms  of  the  sea.   


Grilse  are  appearing  in  twos  and  threes  on  the  east 
coast,  but  until  the  snow  water  runs  off  there  will  be  no 
appearance  in  bulk.   Tne  grilse  appreciates  a  thin  water,)'' 


Extremes  meet.  While  the  upper  waters  of  the  Des 
have  not  btea  so  barren  of  sport  during  the  past  decade, 
the  iniddle  and  lower  reaches  agaiu  have  not  fished  so  well 
within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  keeper.  That  the  upper 
waters  will  now  flourish  goes  vvithout  saying,  bat  it  is  a 
pointed  instance  of  how  one  part  of  a  river  may, 
a  season  like  the  presjnt,  borrow  its  fame,  name,  anl 
money .  from  the  other,  t )  which  they  rightly  bslooi 
And  so  anglers  are  thus  led  on  the  ice  both  literally  anj 
figuritively  when  rusbiug  into  these  upper  parts  early  " 
the  season.   

A  "  Monikie  Frequeater"  asks  in  the  correspondent) 
column,  re  the  photo  of  Mr.  Beatiie'e  catch  in  the  issae  ( 
April  21,  if  the  ci'ch  was  made  to  one  rod.    I  o»  ^ 
confidently  assure  him  that  I  have  every  reason  to  balieTe" 
Mr.  Baattie  that  it  was    The  flies  he  used  were  selections 
cnl  combinations  of  his  own,  dressed  by  Milne,  tackle- 
maker,  Aberdeen,  and  a  batter  hand  never  tied  a  wiii| 
However,  the  catch  was  an  exceptional  one  for  these  part) 

Another  correspondent  asks  about  sheep's  wool  foi 
baitp.    It  is  extensively  used  by  Aberdeen  rook  fishers 
tie  on  their  mussel  and  crab  baits,  but  as  for  hold' 

pastes,"  I  am  unable  to  adv'sa,  as  they  are  nev 
required  in  the  north    Thn  beat  wool  is  that  of  the  Leio 
ter  or  other  long  fibre  strands.    It  is  obtained  in 
tacklemakers'  here  in  penny  hanks.    Special  Scotch. 


Nnw.s  i)Y  Tin;  Taph  has  ol'en  been  utllisect  by  a  bnld  speon 
tor  for  ihe  Rpocily  aoeumtmiiion  of  a  vast  fortune.  Knowledgsl 
power  in  every  avenuo  of  life  vhcn  iiropmly  wieliled.  T| 
prnprlotor  of  Uolluway's  PiliN  and  Ointm' nt  i»  fully  all vo  to  tU 
faot,  and,  Icnowing  tlieir  viiliio  as  a  cure  for  all  diseases,  hel 
made  their  merits  known  in  all  parts  uf  the  world    Coma  " 
men  who,  lo  keep  pace  nlih  ihe  tlinea,  have  alwayn  to  wi 
high  preannru,  should  nnver  ho  without  a  aupply  of  these  vall^ 
inodicincH.    They  purify  the  liluod,  alroi  K'hi'n  the  stoB 
(|ui('ken  tho  riroulation,  and  invijf.irate  the  ayHUiii.    For  n 
or  nfliiralKlo  headache  no  remedy  baa  been  found  to  mate' 
n  oxc»lIonco. 
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Ipcovindal  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Anglini;  ABSCcia- 
tion  was  held  on  Saturday  evening  last  at  the  Gloucester 
■  Arms  Inn,  Copenhagen-street,  Worcester,  under  the  presi- 
'  dency  of  Mr.  T.  Coles,  of  Birmingham.  All  the  members 
were  present.  The  first  business  was  to  receive  the 
balance  sheet  and  auditors'  report  for  the  year  ending 
Dec.  30,  1899.  The  report  'went  to  show  that  a  balance  of 
near  upon  £60  lay  in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  associa- 
tion. The  expenses  of  last  year  had  been  very  heavy 
owing  to  certain  law  expenses  having  to  be  disbursed. 
The  lite  subscription  paid  by  the  members  in  March  last 
amounted  to  over  £65.  This  sum  had  been  placed  in  the 
bank  to  the  credit  of  the  association,  which  again  went  to 
make  the  financial  position  of  the  association  all  that 
.  could  be  desired.  The  balance  sheet  and  report  was 
received  and  adopted.  The  important  matter  of  members' 
wives  joining  the  association  was  discussed,  and  letters 
were  read  by  the  secretary  from  the  different  railway 
companies,  in  which  it  was  agreed  to  allow  the  wives  to 
join  the  association  on  the  same  footing  as  their  hasbands. 
Some  of  the  clubs  who  only  pay  small  subscriptions  will 
receive  lady  members  upon  the  payment  of  5s.  per  annum. 
This  was  approved  of  by  the  committee.  Bight  new 
Birmingham  clubs  were  admitted  into  the  association 
through  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  one  guinea  each  club  as  entrance  fee ;  and  a  reso- 
lution was  passed  that  no  new  clubs  in  Birmingham  be 
aUowedto  join  the  P.A.A.  only  through  the  Birmingham 
Association.  A  letter  was  read  by  the  secretary  from  the 
Great  Western  Railway  Company,  in  which  they  stated 
that  they  had  decided  to  increase  the  fares  from  Kidder- 
minster on  Sundays  to  all  stations  on  the  Severn  Valley 
line.  This  was  viewed  with  some  concern  by  the  committee, 
and  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  write  the  company 
again  upon  the  matter,  as  it  was  thought  that  the 
same  tUng  might  apply  in  the  future  to  the  other 
branches.  Messrs.  Coles  and  Wingfield  gave  in  a 
report  of  the  last  meetings  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board, 
and  spoke  of  the  action  of  the  board  in  issuing 
the  new  regulation  tickets  with  the  licences.  The  report 
given  in  showed  that  five  very  large  riparian  owners  would 
not  lease  to  the  board  their  rights  of  fishing,  yet  the  board 
intended  issuing  the  tickets  on  June  15  next.  The  scarcity 
of  water  bailiffs  was  commented  upon,  and  that  the  board 
were  not  attending  to  the  close  season  for  coarse  fish,  as 
the  river  was  being  fished,  and  fish  heavy  in  spawn  were 
being  taken  in  Worcester  under  the  noses  of  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board  ofiicials,  and  no  notice  was  taken  of  the 
matter.  The  elaction  of  the  railway  and  emergency 
committee  resulted  in  Messrs.  Coles,  Dance,  Miller,  and 
White  being  again  re-elected.  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  was 
re-elected  as  auditor.  Mr.  W.  C.  Sadler,  of  Kidder- 
minster, was  nominated  to  represent  members  on  the 
Severn  Fishery,  and  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  forward 
his  name  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund  as  early  as  possible. 
It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  committee  meeting  at  War- 
rington, upon  a  date  suitable  to  the  latter  association.  A 
number  of  new  concessions  bsing  required  by  the  Stourport, 
Dudley  and  Liverpool  branches  available  for  the  coming 
season  will  be  taken  in  hand  by  the  railway  committee  at 
an  early  date.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Worcester  Associa- 
tion for  the  kind  and  hearty  manner  in  which  they  had 
entertained  the  committee  was  passed,  and  responded  to 
by  Mr.  Wingfield,  after  which  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  to  the  president,  which  brought  the  meeting  to 
a  close.  We  are  having  some  very  cold  nights  and  morn- 
ings, vrith  cold  east  winds  blowing  daring  the  day.  This 
state  of  things  has  kept  a  number  of  our  members  at 
home,  and  those  who  have  been  out  have  done  no  good. 
Some  of  our  members  have  been  out  eel  fishing  on  some 
of  the  canals,  and  in  some  instances  catches  of  Sib.  and 
91b.  have  been  made.  Fly  fishing  is  at  a  standstill ;  what 
few  trout  have  been  taken  have  been  secured  with  the 
worm. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  HuU,  its  tributaries,  and  most  of  the 
Lincolnshire  streams,  are  in  first-class  condition  for 
angling  operations ;  but  cold  north-easterly  winds  have 
prevailed  during  the_  past  week,  greatly  interfering  with 
successful  trout  fishing,  especially  with  fly;  but  on  the 
river  and  some  of  the  streams,  on  certain  occasions  when 
the  weather  has  been  a  little  calm,  both  worm  and  minnow 
have  accounted  for  some  nice  fish,  especially  in  the  top 
stretches  of  the  Hull,  where  trout  from  Jib.  to  about  l^lb. 
each  have  been  taken.  The  tidal  waters  below  Hemp- 
holme  are  a  nice  colour  for  bait  fishing  ;  Mr.  C.  Gam  well, 
whilst  worm  fishing  near  Wilfholme  Ferry,  hooked  a  nice 
trcut  that  scaled  lib.  14oz. ;  and  another  of  about 
31b.  is  reported  from  the  Hull  Bridge  district. 
The  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society 
will  fish  their  second  match  of  the  season  at 
Wilfholme  Perry,  on  June  4.  At  odd  times  some  very 
good  takes  of  flounders  have  been  made  at  Hull  Bridge 
and  Grovehill,  but  the  piercing  cold  winds  have  had  the 
tendency  to  throw  even  these  fish  off  the  feed,  and  only 
on  cilm  days  have  they  provided  sport,  but  when  these 
chilling  winds  abate,  and  a  more  genial  atmosphere  inter- 
venes, sport  will  be  good  all  round.  The  extreme  cold 
weather  has  also  thrown  roach  and  other  coarse  fish  back- 
ward in  their  spawning  operations  in  these  waters,  and 
unless  a  change  takes  place  they  will  be  fully  a  month  back- 
ward this  season,  and  it  will  be  well  into  July  before  they  are 
fit  to  tike.  The  fish  are  generally  bickward  on  the  Hull, 
whereas  on  the  Ancholme,  Ludd,  and  Market  Weighton 
Canal  they  are  much  earlier,  the  waters  being  still  and 
more  suitable  for  spawning  operations.  In  fact,  on  the 
latter  waters  they  are  reported  in  some  instances  to  have 


already  spawned,  and  to  be  scouring  themselves  in  the 
shallows.  Our  local  societies  are  mostly  busy  in  preparing 
for  Whitsuntide,  and  several  fixtures  have  already  been 
made.  The  Hull  Town,  River  Hull,  Albion,  Sandring- 
ham,  and  City  Societies  will  each  fish  matches  on  the  Hull 
at  various  places,  and  the  Beverley  Foresters  Angling 
Club  will  run  a  £6  sweepstakes  at  Weel  Ferry — open  to  all 
comers — on  Whit  Monday.  The  Hull  Roach  Club  are 
making  preparations  for  opening  their  season  as  soon 
as  convenient  after  the  opening  day  (June  16),  and 
an  important  meeting  will  be  held  at  headquarters 
on  Monday  evening.i  Other  clubs  who  have  opened 
their  season  during  the  past  week  or  so  on 
the  river  Hull  have  been  the  Holdernesa  A.S. 
at  Wawne,  Mr.  B.  Shearsmith  securing  the  first  prize  with 
21b.  of  fish ;  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  second,  lib.  2|oz. ;  and  Mr. 
Geo.  Dickson,  third,  lib.  2Joz  ;  and  considering  the  short 
duration  of  the  match,  and  that  a  strong  north  wind  was 
blowing  at  the  time,  they  did  fairly  well,  but  chiefly 
amongst  flounders.  The  Zoological  A.S.,  at  Hull  Bridge  : 
1st,  Mr.  W.  J.  Learie,  lib.  9|oz. ;  Mr.  E.  Breaker, 
lib.  8oz. ;  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Thompson,  lib.  IJoz. ;  and  the 
Hull  City  A.S.,  who  hail  from  the  Talbot  Hotel,  at  Minto 
Flatts :  Mr.  A.  Marshall  secured  the  first  prize  with 
lib.  8foz. ;  Mr.  W.  Prance,  lib.  2oz. ;  and  Mr.  C. 
Walmsley,  lib.  I5OZ.  The  Royal  Albert  A.S.  also  fished 
a  match  at  Weel  Ferry,  Messrs.  W.  Sanderson,  H. 
Wilkinson,  and  J.  Wilkinson  taking  first  three  prizes  ;  but 
in  private  angling  much  better  sport  has  been  had  amongst 
eels  and  flounders  in  the  ponds  and  havens  adjacent  to  the 
Humber,  the  waters  being  brackish,  consequently  warmer. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Famworth,  near  Bolton,  is  a  town  containing  many 
anglers  who  count  amongst  their  numbers  several  of  our 
best  men.  Some  time  ago  they  formed  themselves  into  an 
association,  which  to-day  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
For  years  they  have  enjoyed  fishing  privileges  in  local 
waters,  and  now  announce  additional  privileges  in  three 
others.  The  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  have 
decided  not  to  open  their  waters  on  Whit  Monday,  but 
this  edict  does  not  in  any  way  affect  the  river  BoUin. 
They  have  also  approached  several  M.P.'s  with  the  object 
of  getting  them  to  support  the  Rivers  Pollution  Bill  now 
before  Parliament,  and  down  for  the  second  reading  on 
May  23.  It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  they  intend  sending 
some  of  their  specimens  to  the  Manchester  Fisheries.  At 
Liverpool  things  are  fairly  busy  in  the  angling  world. 
The  Nelson  Angling  Society  have  fixed  on  June  24  for 
their  open  match,  and  it  will  take  place  in  the  Leeds 
and  Liverpool  Canal  at  Magbull.  The  Edgehill  Angling 
Association  have  had  another  smoker,  at  which  8s.  6d.  was 
obtained  for  the  ever-present  war  fund.  Several 
Liverp3ol  rods  have  been  paying  their  respects  to  the  Alyn 
at  Rossett,  and  some  of  the  old  hands  have  done  fairly 
well.  One  old  hand  at  fly  fishing  strongly  advises  a 
persistent  trial  of  the  Iron  Blue,  and  instances  some  good 
results  from  its  use  throughout  the  whole  day.  Our  rivers 
are  apparently  not  fishing  very  well,  although  in  much 
improved  order.  The  Wyre,  despite  boisterous  weather, 
has  fiehed  better  in  the  Garstang  district;  the  lower 
reaches  have  fished  well  after  the  tide.  The  best  flies  have 
been  March  Brown,  Orange  Partridge,  and  Cowdung.  In 
the  Ribble,  catches  have  been  moderate  at  the  tail  ends  of 
a  few  portions  of  rougher  water ;  the  rise  has  been  free  all 
day.  Several  good  baskets  have  been  recorded 
on  the  Lune  and  its  tributaries,  especially  on 
the  Wenning,  a  popular  and  well-known  tributary.  With 
our  great  Lancashire  holidays  so  near  at;;  band  it  is 
no  wonder  we  hear  on  every  side  of  great  preparations. 
The  one  great  fear  is  that  the  supply  of  bait,  especially 
maggots,  will  not  equal  the  demand.  Every  year  it  is  the 
same  tale,  yet  no  enthusiast  goes  in  for  creating  the 
supply.  The  turn  out  of  fishermen  will  be  great,  as  Whit- 
suntide falls  late,  and  within  only  a  few  days  of  the  open 
season  for  coarse  fish. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 
The  weather  during  the  early  days  of  this  week  has 
even  been  colder  than  last,  and  there  is  no  wonder,  there- 
fore, that  trout  fishing  is  very  much  below  what  it  ought 
to  be  at  this  season  of  the  year,  considering  that  most 
streams  are  favourable  for  the  prosecution  of  sport. 
Anglers  still  continue  to  persevere  with  the  bottom  tackle, 
and  their  efforts  in  this  direction  are  frequently  rewarded 
with  the  capture  of  a  few  brace  of  fish.  Nothing,  however, 
very  brilliant  has  been  reported  during  the  past  fortnight. 
Fly  fishing  is  hardly  thought  of  under  the  present  con- 
ditions of  the  weather,  and  unless  there  is  a  change  soon  we 
shall  have  the  advent  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  here  before 
some  anglers  have  commenced  operations  amongst  the 
trout.  Reports  which  have  come  in  as  to  the  spawning 
season  on  the  Fen  waters  are  altogether  very  encouraging. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  last  delegate  meeting  of  the  County  Palatine 
Anglers'  Association  was  very  well  attended,  no  less  than 
thirty-five  clubs  being  represented.  Of  course,  routine 
business  occupied  some  little  time,  and  then  followed  the 
report  from  the  waters  committee.  A  most  encouraging 
and  satisfactory  report  was  presented,  which  stated  that 
3636  fish  had  been  placed  in  the  Macclesfield  Canal,  4415 
in  the  Irlam  Fishery,  and  917  in  the  Peak  Forest 
Canal  —  a  total  of  8968.  Mr.  Mark  Atherton's 
notice  of  motion,  "  to  have  the  names  of  officers 
and  committee  nominated  printed  and  sent  out  on  the 
September  minutes,"  has  a  democratic  character  about  it 
that  is  certainly  in  accordance  with  an  Englishman's  views. 
This  means  that  every  club  will  have  a  voice  in  the  election, 
which  hitherto  has  been  left  entirely  to  delegates,  many  of 
whom  are  ignorant  of  past  history  and  records.  Since  the 
last  meeting  in  March  seven  societies  have  been  admitted 
to  membership.  The  remainder  of  the  business  was  not 
of  general  public  interest.    The  Union  Chapel  Angling 


Society  have  arranged  a  series  of  matches  which  will  con- 
stitute a  championship  competition  for  this  club.  The 
dates  are  June  4,  July  14,  August  6,  and  September  8. 
As  the  next  meeting  falls  on  exhibition  day  it  stands  post- 
poned until  May  28,  or  for  one  week.  The  last  meeting 
of  the  Welcomb  Angling  Society  was  exceijtionally  well 
attended.  The  first  match  is  arranged  to  take  place  at 
Poynton  on  July  8.  The  attendance  of  the  members  of  this 
club  at  the  meetings  is  a  pleasing  feature  of  their  doings. 
One  of  our  oldest  city  clubs  is  the  Hulme  Crown,  and  Mr. 
Turner,  the  popular  secretary,  writes  to  say  the  members 
are  specially  summoned  to  a  meeting  at  headquarters  on 
the  2lBt,  to  select  a  place  to  fish  their  first  match,  and 
other  important  business.  The  Good  Intent  Angling 
Society,  Manchester,  are  determined  to  enjoy  and  fully 
utilise  the  coming  season.  A  programme  of  a  very 
attractive  kind  is  being  arranged,  and  no  doubt  the 
experts  in  this  society  will  be  heard  of  daring  the  coming 
season  in  big  events.  The  next  meeting  of  the  Moss  Side 
Socials  falls  on  the  opening  day  of  their  exhibition,  bo  that 
other  arrangements  will  have  to  be  made  for  holding  it. 
The  secretary  has  issued  an  urgent  whip  for  a  good  muster 
to  give  Capt.  Ormrod  a  hearty  welcome.  He  also  officially 
announces  that  all  their  waters  will  be  opened  for  the  use 
of  members  on  Whit  Monday.  It  is  pleasing  to  learn  from 
Mr.  W.  A.  Leigh  that  the  success  of  their  exhibition  is 
assured,  and  it  certainly  deserves  to  be. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

News  is  very  scarce,  and  not  much  sport  amongst  trout 
on  the  tributaries  will  be  enjoyed  until  warmer  weather 
sets  in.  Of  late  it  has,  with  few  exceptions,  been 
unusually  severe,  even  for  the  "  merrie  month."  Notting- 
ham sportsmen  are  reported  to  have  creeled,  with  bait, 
sundry  trout  on  the  Greet  (lower  lengths)  and  Dover 
Beck,  and  during  a  temporary  rise  odd  ones  were  got  at 
the  Greet  mouth.  Coarse  fish,  such  as  barbel,  chub, 
roach,  and  bream,  must  now  have  reached  the  spawning 
grounds,  and  the  ensuing  season's  prospects  look  brighter 
than  for  some  years  past.  Salmon  anglers  appear,  like 
the  Boers,  to  have  "  thrown  up  the  sponge."  So  far  not 
a  fish  has  fallen  to  the  rod,  and  there  cannot  be  many  up. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  best  reports  from  our  district  come  from  the  Dam- 
flask  reservoir,  in  the  Loxley  Valley,  which  has  long  been 
famed  for  the  excellent  trout  fishing  provided.  There  have 
been  some  very  good  catches  by  bottom  anglers,  the  fish 
running  up  to  IJlb.  in  weight,  and  being  in  capital  condi- 
tion. One  rod  alone  was  responsible  for  ten  brace  on 
Saturday,  all  good  fish.  This  is  the  last  season  in  which 
Mr.  Rimington  Wilson,  of  Broomhead  Hall,  possesses  the 
fishing  rights,  and  his  kindness  in  giving  permits  has 
been  very  highly  appreciated  by  many  in  the  city. 
Anglers  are  anxious  to  know  what  the  corporation 
intend  to  do  with  the  waters,  and  efforts  are  being  made 
to  induce  them  to  grant  day  permits  to  fish,  say  at  the  rate 
of  23.  6d.  per  day.  Such  a  course  would  be  very  popular, 
as  the  waters  are  close  to  Sheffield,  and  are  of  very  large 
extent.  There  is  a  very  fine  supply  of  fish,  mostly  of  good 
size,  and  the  dam  is  stocked  mach  better  than  those  higher 
up  the  valley.  There  are,  of  course,  better  facilities  for 
the  fish  spawning.  In  the  Hollow  Meadows  waters  fair 
sport  has  been  met  with,  but  the  Sheaf  has  not  done  very 
well.  Small  fish  have  been  grassed  in  the  canal  at 
Staveley. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
Since  my  last  notes  we  have  had  a  lot  of  water  in  the 
rivers  from  the  heavy  rain  of  last  week ;  the  brooks  have 
been  full  and  highly  coloured  ;  there  was  quite  a  freshet 
on  the  Teme,  and  the  water  very  much  stained.  Severn 
was  not  affected  so  much,  still  there  was  a  good  rise  on, 
and  some  amount  of  colour  in  the  water.  The  brooks 
have  now  run  down,  the  Teme  is  clearing  nicely,  and  the 
Severn  is  irt"  good  order  again.  Very  few  rods  have  been 
out,  for  we  have  been  troubled  with  a  strong  and  cold 
north-east  wind,  with  frosty  nights.  Several  went  out  on 
Sunday,  but  they  could  not  stand  the  weather,  and  soon 
left  the  water ;  some  rods  were  out  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday.  Very  little  done  with  the  fly  or  bottom  fishing. 
One  angler,  Mr.  Cotton,  caught  a  fine  trout,  2^\b.,  with 
the  minnow  (Kill  Devil) ;  nothing  else  of  note  taken. 
The  wind  has  abated  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  it  has  been 
very  sunny  all  day,  and  several  are  off  to  some  good  water, 
but  have  not  yet  returned.  Nothing  of  importance  from 
the  clubs  this  week ;  some  have  had  their  ordinary  meet- 
ings. The  York  House  Club,  which  was  in  a  flourishing 
state  last  season,  has  been  in  difficulties  ;  their  secretary 
has  gone  clear  away,  and  the  books  were  not  to  be  had, 
and  the  landlord  of  the  house,  who  was  treasurer,  was  in 
difficulties  and  left  the  inn,  and  the  members  were  quite  in 
the  dark  as  to  their  membership  or  monetary  condition, 
and  it  was  feared  the  club  would  have  to  be  broken|up, 
but  a  gentleman  has  taken  the  manner  in  hand,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  the  club  will  get  on  its  legs  again.  There  will 
be  a  meeting  of  the  Worcester  and  District  Angling 
Association,  at  which  a  full  attendance  of  delegates  is 
expected.  The  clubs  are  much  vexed  at  the_  continued 
fishing  of  the  Severn  for  coarse  fish  by  outside  anglers 
during  the  close  season,  which  was  promised  to  be 
remedied  by  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  but  which  goes 
on  unchecked ;  that  will  be  the  principal  subject  for 
discussion. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Though  the  past  few  days  have  been  more  sunshiny,  the 
northerly  winds  have  prevailed,  and  the  temperature 
has  continued  low.  Trout  fishermen  are  impatient  for  a 
change,  finding  as  they  do  that  angling  is  both  uncomfortable 
and  unprofitable.  The  fish  will  not  rise  to  the  surface 
of  the  water  until  they  are  sensible  of  warmth.  Moreover 
there  is  practically  no  insect  life  to  draw  them  forth,  and 
as  a  consequence  fly  fishers  are  faring  badly.  If  there  is 
any  consolation  to  be  derived  it  is  that  Yorkshire  rodmen 
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JAMES  SENDAIL&  CO. 

LIMITED), 

HORTICULTITRAL  BUILDERS  & 
HEATING  ENGINEERS. 


ESTIMATES  FREE. 

ILLUSTEATED     CATALOGUE,    100  Pages 
Post  Free.    Please  Mention  Paper. 


The  Llgbtest  Bods  In  nse.   Weight,  8oz.  to  le*:^ 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d.  oas^oW 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch  fittings,  lanoewood 
top,  bag ;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle.  Is.  extra. 

"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it." — Marston,  Fishins  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  R0D,3-joint, 
balance  oandle,  cane,  lancewoodtop,  snake  rings, 
brazed  ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  12oz. 
Price,  10ft.,  48.  9d. ;  lO^t.,  68.  4d. ;  lift.,  6s.  lOd, ; 
carriage,  4d. 

Finest  Undrawn  Gut,  first  quality,  20in.,  3s.  6d. 
per  106;  finest  ever  Been  Drawn  Gut,  15in.,  first 
quality,  38.  9d. ;  yard  Gut  Casts,  lOd.  per  dozen. 


Fishing  Rod  Maker  and  Gut 


Merchant. 


FouBTH  Edition  Now  Ready. 

DOMESTICATED 
TROUT: 

How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 
By  LIVINGSTON  STONE 

Crown  8to.,  128.  6d. 


London : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  Sl  CO.,  Ltd., 
St.  Danetan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  £.C 


PROPERTffiS  wia  FISHIHGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  inclading 
salmon,  troat,  and  other  fishings  should 
advertise  the  same  in 

ESTABUBHBD  1876. 

Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 


Address  the  Proprietors — 
SAMPSON  LOW,  MAKSTON  &  CO., 
Limited, 

St.  Danstan'a  Honse,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


ESTABLISHED  1837. 

Hew  Booka,  Old  Books,  Bare  Books. 

Also  out  of  print  publications.  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  Ac.  Every  number  of  "The  Pub- 
MHHKRB'  ClKCLT.ia  AND  B0OK8BLLKR8'  BEOOBD  " 
(pnblidhed  every  Friday,  price  Ud.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  oe  had 
by  Rnnding  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  PMUher$'  Circular,  St.  Dnnstan's 
House  Fett«r  I.ane,  London. 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books, 

send  'In.  6d.  In  stamps  for  a  copy  post  free  ovary 
week  for  3  months  of  "ToE  PDBUHHKas'  Oia- 
Oi.i.Aji  AMI)  BoOKS«;.:.KBfi'  Beoord,"  8t  Dnn 
■tan's  House,  PeMar  Lane,  Ixmdoo. 


NOW  READY.-MAY,  1900,  NUMBER  of 

SCRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

THE  FINEST  ILLUSTRATED  MAGAZINE  OF  THE  DAY. 
Price  One  Shilling. 


CONTENTS  : 

DEAWING  (TO  AOOOMPANT  "OLIVBB  OEOMWELL")  bv 
F.  C.  Yohn  

SOME  PICTURESQUE  SIDES  OF  THE  EXPOSITION  - 

AN  AEriST'S  IMPRESSIONS.    With  the  author's  drawings. 

OLIVEK  CROMWELI   

v.  — THE  COMMONWEALTH  AND  PBOTEOTORATE. 
Illustrated  with  original  drawings  by  F.  0.  Yohn,  Seymour 
Lucas,  E.  C.  Peixotto,  Claude  A.  ishepperson,  Frank  Oraig, 
and  with  portraits,  <fec. 

RAPID  TRANSIT  IN  NEW  YORK   

Illustrations  drawn  by  Jules  Qu^rin  from  the  otBcial  plans. 

EGG  ISLAND  

A  Story.    Illustration  by  Qeorge  Glibbs. 

THE  lODE  STAR  

A  Sonnet. 

THE  INTERMEDIATE  STAGE  OF  THE  BOER  WAR 

Illustrated  with  the  author's  photographs. 

WORK   

A  Poem. 

TOMMY  AND  GRIZEL.  CHAPTEBS  XIV.-XVII.   

Full-page  illustration  by  Bernard  Partridge. 
CRIPPLE  CREEK  

Illustrations  drawn  from  photographs  by  Jules  Qu4rin,  C.  S. 
Chapman,  and  Miss  Louise  L.  Heustis. 

ON  SEEING  VEDDER'S  "PLEIADES"  

A  Sonnet. 

BALZAC  

THE  PRINCESS  ROYAL   

An  O'Connor  Story. 

THE  FIRST  WOOD-THRUSHES    

A  Sonnet. 

THE  POINT  OF  VIEW. 

THE  GEAMMAR  OF  THE  GBEAT— THE  AFFECTATION 

OF  SIMPLICITY. 

THE  FIELD  OF  ART. 

"FOBMAL  GARDENS"  AND  SMALL  PABKS  (Montgomery 
Sohayler).  Illustrated. 


Prontiepiece, 
E.  0.  Peixotto. 

Thbodobr  Boositelit. 


Wm.  Baeolat  Paksons. 
(.Chief  Engineer  Rapid  Transit 

C(mm{ssion.) 
AotLi  Maris  Shaw. 

Mast  E.  Wilkihs. 

H.  J.  Whisham. 

Edwakd  S.  Mabtin. 

J.  M.  Babmi. 

Francis  Ltitde. 

Edwin  Mabkham. 
Oeobse  MoLeam  Habpib, 

WlLMAM  MATNASIBB  BBOWNB 
J.  BCSBELL  TATLOB. 


ORDER   THROUGH   ANY  BOOKSELLER. 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St,  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  ts  ihe 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  Pages  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures, 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  lUustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of 
the  household. 

m  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  P.O.G."  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  te 
friends  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  BookBtalls,  or  from 

The  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  Office.  TUDOR  ST.,  E.G. 


CLOTH  BINDIira  CASES  FOE  THE  "FISHINa  GAZETTE" 

OAN  Bl  HAD  AT  TH 

PUBLISHING    OFFICE,    BREAM'S    BUILDINGS,  E.G. 

Price  >a.  M.        Poat  Free  js.  9d. 


ESTABLISHED   1878.  S 

THE 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

Supported  by  Voluntary  Contributions. 

COMMITTEE  BOOMS: 

Club  Union  Buildings,  Clerkenwell  Ed.,  E. 
(Adjoining  Holborn  Town  Hall). 


Pbbsibbht— B.  B.  MAB8T0N  (Fishing  Qatette 

Vicb-Pbesidekts 
p.  OEEN  (President  Anglers'  Association  of  Lond 
and  Provinolal  Angling  Societies) . 

C.  A.  MBDCALP  (President  Central  Aasoclatio 
London  Angling  Clubs). 

Committee  : 

W,  BLACK,  North  London  Angling 

E.  BROCKETT,  Originar  Alexandra 

B.  CLARKE.  Allason  United  ., 

J.  W.  HARRIS.  Jubilee 

W.  FORD,  Walthamstow  Brothers 

J.  GIBBONS,  Royal  George  ., 

G.  HAYNES,  Am'oable  Brothers 

B.  HUNT.  Cllssold 

1.  LEVIBN,  Friendahlp 

S.  MALBT,  Dalston 

G.  MBRRT,  Amicable  Waltonlans 

C.  NEAL.  Foley 

B.  NEW  BOLD,  Conrlvlal 

F.  NEWTON,  Hoxton  Brothers 

G.  NORRIS,  Crown  and  Buokland 
F.  RENN.  Wonlock 

J.  SMITH.  Bermondsey  Brothers 
F.  TBORLING.  St.  John's 
F,  VaNHEGAN,  Fanny  Folks 

C.  WATLING.  Great  Northern  Brothers 
W.  J.  WADE,  Anchor  and  Hope 

TREAS0REH— P.  GEEN. 

TimeTIBB— G.  MANNING,  O.  H.  FIELD,  E.  MURPHT. 

STEWARD— G.  H.  FIELD. 

CHABTEBED  ACCODNTANT— FRANCIS  H.  TOD. 

General  SECRETABT— R.  GHURNBY,  lie,  Murray- 
street  New  North-road,  N. 

An/rlerB  holding  PriTilege  Tickets  from  the 
Anglers'  or  Oentral  Associations  are  eligible  for 
membersbip.  Annual  Subscription,  Is.  Id. ;  Zitfe 
Members,  £1  Is. 

Tbe  Oommittee  meet  on  the  Second  and 
Fonrtli  Fridays  in  each  Month. 


Aafflers  wishiner  te  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  BR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Flailing  in  the  Aron  or  Steur, 

gHOnU)  ADVBBTIgS  m 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  ft  Dorset. 

(Frlda;  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted"  adyts.,  26  words  for  Is.  prepaid. 
Address :  Observer  Office,  Bournemoutli, 

Antrlers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishins  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADTBKTISI  IS 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL 

Ohargei  very  Modermt*. 
Address;  KInir  Street  Alfreton, 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fisking  the  Dove  h  luak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADTEBTISI  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  Advti.,  18  teordt,  6d. ;  80  teordt,  li. ,  prepaid. 
Address :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 
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Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o., 

SHOUU)  ADVBBTISII  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill.  Cambridge. 


THE 

HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  THE 
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fare  no  worse  th&n  Waltonians  in  other  parti,  and  that  ia 
gnrely  poor  comfort.  Notwithrtanding  the  cold,  York 
anglers  have  gone  forth  in  quest  of  sport,  meeting  with 
indifferent  pastime  on  the  Derweat,  the  Nidd,  the  Wharfe, 
and  the  Esk,  while  having  experiences  of  a  more  enooarag- 
ing  nature  in  what  the  best  hands  were  capable  of  doing  in 
the  Yore  and  the  Swale  and  its  tributaries,  where  some 
nice  baskets  have  been  made  with  the  worm  by  local  and 
visiting  anglers.  In  one  outing  Mr.  W.  C.  Brown  hooked 
twenty-three  trout.  The  favourite  flies  on  these  waters 
appear  to  have  been  the  small  March  Brown,  Snipe  and 
Purple,  and  Partridge  and  Copper.  Nearly  all  of  the 
trout  caught  of  late  in  the  Yore  were  taken  by  up-stream 
worming  with  the  Miller's  Thumb,  Devon  bait,  or  the 
natural  minnqw  fished  on  fine  Ariel  tackle.  Recently 
more  than  a  thousand  two-year-old  fario  trout  have  been 
turned  into  the  upper  waters  of  the  Esk  by  the  Esk 
Fishery  Board  and  the  E'k  Fishery  Association.  The 
following  cast  is  usually  effective  on  Yorkshire  waters  on 
the  dull,  cold  days  of  spring :  Waterhen  and  Yellow, 
Du-k  Snipe  and  Pnrple,  Orange  Partridge,  and  Snipe 
Bloa.  The  March  Brown,  Spanish  Needle,  Little  Early, 
and  Dark  Bloa  are  reliable  lures  in  the  cold  spells. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

NOTES  ABOUT  BAITS  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

Deas  Sib, — Seeing  in  the  F.Q.  of  AprU  28  a  lecture 
delivered  before  the  B.S.A.S.  on  baits  for  sea  fishing,  I 
would  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  getting  of  the  baits 
which  may  be  useful  to  many  during  the  summer.  In  the 
first  place  I  would  advise  anglers  to  buy  their  bait 
whenever  they  can,  as  the  digging  is  usually  troublesome, 
dirty  work,  and  takes  a  good  deal  of  labour  and  time. 
And  in  the  second  place  not  to  go  fishing  unless  they  ba^e 
the  best  bait  possible.  It  is  better  to  spend  one  day 
digging  for  bait  and  then  have  a  good  day's  fishing  than 
to  have  two  days'  fishing  with  bad  bait,  and  catching 
little.  The  first  bait  mentioned  is  the  lug,  which  is  mostly 
used  ;  it  is  a  nasty,  objectionable  bait  to  use,  as  it  bleeds 
very  much,  and  stains  your  hands  and  clothes  a  khaki 
colour,  and  it  is  inferior  to  many.  _  The  only  advantage  it 
kaa  is  that  you  can  usually  buy  it  for  a  fe<v  pence,  and 
0  jnsequently  have  little  difficulty  in  getting  it.  The  rag- worm 
— or  hairy  bait,  as  it  is  called  over  here  in  Ireland — is  a 
much  better  bait  and  more  acceptable  to  the  fish,  but  you 
have  to  dig  it  joureelf,  at  least  I  have  never  been  able  to 
buy  any.  To  dij  it  you  mn^t  find  a  part  of  the  beach  where 
there  are  stones,  mad,  and  rotten  seaweed  lying  about — 
always  close  inshore,  but  covered  at  each  high  tide — 
usually  near  piers,  breakwaters,  or  near  the  very  edge  of 
the  strand.  Here  you  vrill  see  a  lot  of  small  holes  coming 
to  the  surface,  and  as  you  dig  down  in  the  black  mud  and 
•tones,  that  the  holes  are  all  lined  with  yellow  sand.  They 
don't  go  deep.  You  simply  turn  up  spadefuls  of  ground, 
and  pick  out  the  worms.  Only  take  the  red  ones,  the 
green  are  no  use.  The  stuff  they  live  in  usually  smells 
ve'9  bad,  but  the  bait  is  well  worth  the  getting.  If  these 
worms  are  k^^pt  together  or  even  in  seaweed  they  turn  to 
slime  on  the  second  day  and  aie  rotten  on  the  third.  To 
keep  them  get  a  shovelful  of  garden  earth,  dry  it  well  over 
the  fire  and  when  cold  put  them  ia  separately,  as  if  put  in 
in  a  bunch  they  remain  so  and  go  bad.  In  this  way  I  have 
kept  them  for  ten  days.  Another  worm,  and  equally  good 
bait,  is  what  they  call  the  "herring-bone"  over  here. 
They  grow  up  to  18in  long,  but  the  best  size  is  a  worm 
that  will  fill  your  hook  without  breaking  any  off  In 
colour  they  are  white  with  a  pink  tinge,  and  they  live  in 
the  clean  sand.  They,  differing  from  the  lug  and  rag, 
leave  no  mark  on  the  surface  to-  show  that  they  are 
benea'  h  They  are  never  more  than  a  foot  deep.  When 
the  tide  is  about  half-way  out  you  take  your  spade,  or 
better,  your  fork,  and  follow  the  tide  out,  digging, 
breaking  up  all  clods  to  look  for  them.  These  too  go 
bad  very  soon  unless  they  are  kept  in  sea  water.  As  you 
dig  them,  put  them  into  a  bottle  of  water  and  give  fresh 
water  every  day.  You  can  put  them  in  your  bait  tin  when 
you  go  fishing,  but  if  they  are  to  be  kept  they  must  be 
put  in  fresh  sea  water  at  once  when  you  get  home.  I  always 
bring  home  a  bottle  of  wat«r  for  that  purpose.  With  a 
good  supply  of  these  two  worms  and  good  fine  strong 
teokle  the  angler  will  find  that  he  will  easily 
leave  the  lug,  mussel,  and  razor  bait  man  far  behind. 
This  brings  me  to  the  razor.  In  your  report  the  lecturer 
•ays,  "  The  razor  fish  is  a  most  useftil  bait,  but  difficult  to 
obtain,  as  only  ezpeits  can  dig  it  out,  as  it  burrows  with 
remarkable  rapidity."  I  think  you  might  with  safety 
offer,  even  to  an  expert,  5s.  for  every  razor  he  can  dig 
out  and  be  not  much  the  poorer,  as  tuey  seem  to  vanish 
when  you  attempt  to  get  them  with  a  spade.  The  way  to 
get  razors  is  as  follows  :  First  you  have  to  make  a  spear ; 
get  .3ft.  of  iron  wire  a  little  thinner  than  a  lead  pancU, 
make  a  loop  at  th^  top  for  the  hand  to  go  in,  then  pat  the 
lower  end  into  the  tire  to  heat,  and  flitten  it  out  with  a 
hammer,  then  file  down  the  flattened  out  sides  so  ttiat  you 
leave  two  em lU  bar ba  at  the  bottom.  Now,  having  your 
spear,  yon  go  to  the  water's  edge  when  the  tide  is  far  out, 
tben,  keeping  quite  cl  >se  to  the  water,  you  walk  back- 
wards, stamping  your  feet  and  keeping  your  eyes  cn  the 

f round;  suddenly  you  will  sea  a  jet  of  water  shoot  up— 
eep  y  ur  eye  on  the  spot  or  you  will  luse  it— quickly 
probe  do>vn  the  hole  with  your  spear,  feeling  your  way  to 
make  sore  you  are  following  the  bole  and  not  running  into 
•and.  Then,  when  your  spear  is  well  down,  bnug  it 
up  (lowly,  turning  it  until  yon  feel  a  barb  getting  hold  of 
the  shell,  and  then  pull  it  up.  Razors  and  horsecookle 
leave  their  (hells  below  and  ^e  fish  comes  up  to  the  surface; 


in  stamping  yon  frighten  the  flah  and  it  hurriedly  enters 
its  shell,  in  doing  which  it  sends  up  the  tell-tale  jet  of 
water. 

Soft  crab  is  a  very  good  bait,  but  a  bother  to 
keep  on  the  hook ;  it  is  usually  tied  on.  The 
soft  crab  is  usually  fouud  held  in  the  claw 
of  a  hard  crab.  You  rake  about  in  the  seaweeds  and  sand 
until  you  find  your  crabs,  and  then  take  away  the  soft  one 
by  force,  and  it  takes  some  force  to  make  the  hard  fellow 
give  it  up.  Sei-fisbing  is  a  very  enjoyable  amusement 
when  there  is  no  fresh  water  fishing  to  be  had.  When  you 
go  to  your  favourite  trout  stream,  or  p«rch  and  pike  river, 
you  know  that  the  fish  are  there  {even  if  you  don't  get  a 
rise  or  bite,  but  when  you  go  to  the  sea  you  may  be 
fishing  all  day  with  not  a  fish  nearer  to  you  than  fifty 
miles.  If  suitable  fish  are  going,  the  ev»niDg  ia  the  best 
time — at  leist,  that  is  my  experience — and  the  only  baits 
that  are  any  use  then  are  ragworm,  herring-bone,  squid, 
mackerel,  and  herring.  On  a  dark  night  ragworm  is 
best ;  and  in  the  moonlight,  herring-bone. 

My  best  catch  of  pollock  was  three  stone  weight  in  two 
hours,  after  dark,  with  a  salmon  rod,  one  hook,  and 
ragworm,  but  it  is  labourers'  work.  And  then  there  is  the 
sea  carp — yon  call  it  bream  in  England,  I  believe. 
Fishing  in  Dalkey  Sound  with  soft  crab  and  mackerel 
bait  with  a  hand  line  and  Sib.  sinker,  as  the  tide  runs  at  a 
terrible  rate,  I  took  thirty  carp,  averaging  lib.,  and  one 
71b.  oodling  in  about  two  hours  one  evening  last  August 
I  had  to  give  up  from  sheer  exhaustion  and  sore  fingers — 
more  labourers  work. 

And  whitinsT,  when  they  are  in  on  a  moonlight  night  you 
can  get  any  quantity  on  herring-bone,  palling  up  three  or 
four  every  time  ;  and  you  can  use  the  finest  gear  and  have 
great  sport  until  a  cod  or  rock  bream  smashes  you.up. 
And  last,  but  not  I  ast,  there  is  the  mighty  and  ferocious 
onger  which  can  6nly  be  got  in  the  night.  Squid 
or  cuttle  fish  is  the  best  bait,  you  can  get  it  from 
the  trawlers ;  mackerel,  herring,  and  smelts  are  also  good. 
But  all  conger  bait  must  be  quite  fresh,  it  is  only  waste  of 
time  fishing  with  bait  that  is  the  least  bit  stale.  A  conger 
would  not  look  at  a  mackerel  that  a  Londoner  would 
consider  quite  fresh.  1  have  never  fished  for  salmon,  but 
I  know  of  no  fish,  not  even  a  big  trout  or  pike,  that  will 
give  you  such  a  lively  twenty  minutes  as  a  good  conger. 
You  want  a  strong  hemp  line,  the  thicker  the  better,  as  it 
does  not  cut  your  hands  so  much  as  a  thin  one,  the  biggest 
hooks,  and  a  big  bait,  so  that  small  congers,  ppllock,  &c. 
can't  take  it.  Your  hooks  are  tied  on  encoding,  for.no 
gut  would  be  of  any  use.  One  end  is  secured  to  the  pier 
or  boat,  throw  out  the  line,  leaving  a  good  deal  of  slack 
lying  about,  to  this  you  attach  a  bell  and  await 
developments.  You  let  him  take  out  the  slack  and  hook 
himself,  and  tben  the  fun  begins ;  first  you  have  a  real  good 
tug  of  war,  and  when  you  have  landed  him  you  have  a 
lively  ten  minutes  rough  and  tumble  fight  before  you  can 
finish  him,  and  he  probably  barking  and  snapping  at  you. 
Oae  night  I  was  conger  fishing  with  an  Italian  gentleman. 
Up  to  eleven  o'clock  we  had  no  bites,  but  we  amused 
ourselves  by  whipping  out  smelts,  of  which  a  gneat  number 
were  playing  about,  when  suddenly  my  friend's  bell  gave 
the  ring.  We  waited  till  he  had  time  to  hook  himself 
and  then  he  started  hauling  in,  while  I  went  to  get  the 
hammer  that  did  duty  for  a  priest.  Suddenly  he  started 
calling  for  me  with  sundry  maledettos  and  porcas  (I  hop;) 
these  are  not  dreadful  swears,  any  way  I  suppose  it  does 
not  matter  much  as  your  pipjr  will  probably  not  have 
much  of  a  circulation  in  Italy)— here,  help  !  Oh  !  I  have 
ciught  the  devil  on  a  horse,  come,  help  !  With  our  united 
strength  we  hauled  it  in  foot  by  foot,  my  excitable  friend 
fairly  out  of  his  mind  with  excitement.  Oh,  dear,  what  a 
c  jnger  !  Now  pull  again  !  I  will  have  it  stuffed  !  It  will 
g )  twice  round  the  hall  at  least,  if  I  can  only  get  it  out. 
vVell,  we  did  get  it  out,  but  it  proved  to  be  only  a  131b. 
conger  on  one  hook,  a  lady's  heavy  iron  dress  stand  on  the 
other.  He  diJ  not  get  his  catch  stuffed,  he  did  not  even 
get  it  photographed,  though  I  offered  to  help  him  carry 
the  dress  stand  home. — Yours  truly,    C.  SchSnewald. 

St.  Josephs,  Dalkey,  co.  Dublin. 


SEVERN  FISHERY  BOARD. 

Dear  Sir, — Under  the  heading  "  Provincial  Notes," 
re  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  I  note 
the  chairman  calls  the  attention  of  the  commission  to  the 
fact  that  nine  dead  salmon  had  been  found  below 
Gloucester,  If  this  number  refers  to  the  wholesale 
slaughter  last  year  it  is  very  misleading.  Ninety  would 
have  been  much  nearer  the  actual  number.  Probably  it 
may  be  news  to  Mr.  Willis  Bund  to  know  that  it  is  quite  a 
usual  sight  below  Gloucester  to  see  the  banks  strewn  with 
dead  salmon  after  heavy  tides,  which  may  rake  up  the 
filth  from  the  bottom  of  the  river. 

I  reprfiduoe  the  following  from  my  notebook  ;  "  July  27, 
1899. — 0  «ing  to  strong  tidal  currents,  water  in  river 
Severn  like  puddle ;  fishing  useless,  sixty  dead  salmon 
having  been  counted  floating  over  weir,  brought  up  with 
tide." 

The  sight  of  dead  salmon  last  year  below  Gloucester 
was  deplorable.  Even  eels  suffered  the  same  fate,  as 
several  large  eels  were  also  fcuod  oa  the  banks  after  the 
above  tides.  I  regret  to  say  tbat  fishing  generally  about 
Gloucester  is  of  the  worst  possible  kind,  very  few  fish  of 
any  sort  ever  being  caught.  Owing  to  the  foul  state  of 
the  river,  fish  cannot  live  in  it — and  which  acoonnts  for 
the  large  numb-trs  of  Gloucester  anglers  visiting  other 
waters.  The  falling  off  of  licences  in  Gloucester  must 
also  be  great.  Regarding  trout — well,  it  would  do  any 
Glouces'er  angler's  eyesight  good  to  see  a  fish  of  the  above 
species  in  the  Gloucester  district:.  If  the  nature  of  the  river 
will  not  allow  the  coarsest  of  fish  to  live  in  it,  there  is 
little  chance  for  trout.  And  I  doubt  much  whether  there 
has  been  a  tront  seen  for  years  in  the  district.  If  Mr. 
Willis  Bund  could  do  anytmng  to  improve  the  fishing  in 


the  Gloucester  district  he  would  be  conferring  a  great 
boon  on  Gloucester  anglers,  as  well  as — Yours  truly, 
  C.  R.  W. 

THE  FIFTY-THREE  POUND  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, —  Yours  to  haul,  for  which  thanks.  I  am 
very  sorry  I  cannot  pr.  cure  sknll  of  pike  for  you,  as  I  took 
no  interest  in  its  preservation.  The  head  was  thrown  about 
here  at  the  barrack  for  close  on  a  week,  but  eveatoally 
was  taken  away  by  dogs. 

About  its  weight  there  can  be  no  doult.  as  it  even 
weighed  631b.,  and  a  lot  of  the  entrails  extracted  from  it, 
including  pea  or  spawn,  which  was,  I  am  sure,  a  few 
pounds  more.  Several  saw  it  weighed,  including  Mr. 
Harry  Smith,  Knockvicar  H  'uw,  Knockvicir,  also  Sergt. 
Diver,  Constables  Conlon,  Middleton,  and  McMahon  All 
of  above  can  vouch  for  genuinenoae  of  wfi^ht,  &c  — Yours 
truly,  Constable  P.  J.  O'Connor,  R.I.C. 

Knockvicar,  Boyle. 

[We  see  no  reason  whatever  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the 
statement  that  th'^  pike  weighed  S3lb.  As  mentioned 
elsewhere,  an  Irish  pike  from  Lough  Arrow  was  sentto  ua 
last  week  which  weighed  40ilb.  in  our  office  days  after  it 
was  caught.    One  over  861b.  was  sent  with  it. — Ed.^ 


Dear  Marston, — Far  be  it  from  me  to  doubt  anyone's 
word,  or  the  fact  that  there  are  mighty  monsters  ia  the 
Irish  lakes  ;  but  I  venture,  in  company  with  many  others, 
among  them,  I  believe,  yourself,  to  hope  that  yon  will  not 
place  on  record  any  such  captures  unless  abeolutely 
authenticated. 

Let  me  relate  to  you  an  experience  during  my  second 
visit  to  Ireland.  I  was  stopping  at  Runagry,  on  Lough 
Conn,  then  inhabited  by  a  numerous  happy  company,  as  a 
photo  in  front  of  me  testifies.  I  had  only  been  out  with 
my  boys  about  an  hour  on  my  first  morning  when  I  heard 
that  a  351b.  pike  had  been  taken  by  one  of  the  visitors, 
and  was  up  at  the  honae  prior  to  being  packed  for 
London. 

Next  to  catching  such  a  monster  was  the  sight  of  one, 
so  in  the  shortest  time  I  was  forming  one  of  the  admiring 
crowd  on  the  lawn  round  the  dead. 

With  natural  diffidence  I  ventured  to  suggest  that  it  did 
not  weigh  quite  351b.,  and,  growing  bolder,  offered  to  hci 
it  did  not  weigh  351b. — 301b. — 25lb.,  but  no  takers. 

At  last,  in  desperation,  I  bet  it  did  not  weigh  20lb. ,  and 
was  promptly  taken  by  the  fisherman  who  was  instru- 
mental in  the  capture,  Michael  — — .  No,  I  will  not 
write  his  surname. 

Weights  and  steelyards  were  produced. 

Result,  ISJlb. 

This  in  itself  is  of  no  moment ;  but,  strange  to  say, 
sh'irtly  aftc,  on  the  same  tour,  I  heard  of  the  capture  of 
the  351b.  pike  at  Runagry  on  the  following  Tuesday 
(evidently  referring  to  the  same  fi-l^)  at  Clonbur,  Cony, 
Oughterard,  and  Galway. 

Comment  is  needless. 

One  word  more.  Last  year,  when  in  Dublin,  I  paid  a 
visit  to  Williims,  tha  celebrated  naturalist,  land  he  told 
me  that  he  had  never  had  a  401b.  pike  tQ  set  up,  or  even 
in  his  shop. — Yours  truly.  The  Baron. 

Dear  Marston, — I  see  that  ths  531b.  pike  is  authentic, 
bat  what  idiots  they  were  not  to  have  it  set  up.  It  would 
have  fetched  £100  anywhere  as  a  record  fish.  I  hear  of 
plenty  about  here  over  301b  ,  but  531b  !    Ye  gods  ! 

There  is  a  little  lake  hers  t  hat  is  never  fished,  so  yesterday  I 
carried  my  boat  up  on  to  it  and  fished  it  for  a  couple  of  hours. 
I  got  eight  or  ten  pike,  and  nearly  all  of  them  bitten  about 
aud  mauled  by  what  must  be  enormous  fish.  I  have 
written  home  for  some  big  spoons,  &o.,  and  mean  to  have 
a  go  at  them  the  first  rough  day.  Here  they  kill  pike  all 
the  year  round,  as  in  a  trout  lake  they  are  rightly  con- 
sidered vermin.  I  have  been  here  a  weak,  but  the  fly  is 
only  just  showing  on  Lough  Derg.  Yesterday  there  was  a 
rise  of  fly  in  a  little,  sandy,  shallow  bay,  and  I  got  a 
basketful.  I  hooked  my  first  trout  this  season  (over  51b  ). 
The  beast  took  off  about  60yds.  of  line,  and  then  com- 
menced to  "  jag  "  at  me,  and  got  off  !  This  and  another 
falsa  rise  was  all  I  could  do  yesterday,  but  to-day  looks 
like  fishing,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  you  some,  good 
news.  Gold,  strong,  easterly  winds  are  not  conducive  to 
good  fishing.— Yours  very  truly,         David  W.  Pine. 

Co.  Tipperary.  _____ 

FISHING  NEAR  COLCHESTER. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
tell  me  through  the  columns  of  your  paper  whether  there 
is  any  fishing  at  Colchester  such  as  roach,  bream,  &o.  I 
am  going  there  in  August,  and  should  be  much  obliged  if 
)  oa  would  let  me  know,  also  if  any  charge,  and  how  much. 
—Yours  truly,    L.  V.  C. 

SEA  FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OP  MAN. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  of  any  information 
regarding  the  sea  fishing  at  Port  Erin  or  Ramsay,  Isle  of 
Man. 

Is  there  any  publication  which  wiU  give  me  an  idea  as  to 
ran  of  tides,  &o.,  whether  rod  fishing  is  practicable  or  not, 
and  the  class  of  fish  one  may  expect  there  in  Jane  or  early 

Jaly? 

I  have  never  done  any  angling  in  salt  water,  so  should 
be  grateful  for  any  hints. —Yours  faithfully,         J.  J. 

ABINGDON  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 
Dear  Sir, — Our  committee  has  called  the  attention  of 
the  association  to  the  necessity  of  restocking  this  part  of 
the  river. 

Our  desire  is  really  to  add  a  new  kind  of  fish  to  the 
water,  but  we  are  uncertain  which  kind  would  be  most 
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suitable.  The  majority  of  our  members  are  in  favour  of  | 
bream. 

I  should  like  to  aak  you  if  you  consider  this  fish  would 
thrive  in  upper  Thames  waters,  and  should  be  glad  of  any 
information  you  or  any  of  jour  readers  can  give  on  the 
matter. — Yours  faithfully, 

H.  Walter  Harding  (Hon.  Sec). 

[The  bream  does  very  well  in  other  parts  of  the  Thames, 
and  often  affords  good  spcrt. — Ed.] 

IRISH  LAKE  TROUT  AND  THEIR  ENEMIES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  like,  with  your  permission,  to  ask 
those  of  your  numerous  readers  who  annually  visit  Ireland 
if  they  will  sive  their  <  xperiences  and  opinions  on  these 
two  points  :  1.  Are  trout  decreasing  in  quantity  and  size 
in  the  lakes  ?    2.  If  so,  the  causes  ? 

My  experience  of  No.  1  is  that  the  answer  mast  unfortu- 
nately be  "Tes."  With  regard  to  No.  2,  I  suggest  the 
following:  Poaching,  particularly  the  killing  them  In  the 
spawning  season ;  pike,  cormorants,  herons,  eels. 

I  am  just  home  from  Lough  Conn,  where,  for  "  the 
times,"  I  have  had  excellent  sport,  so  I  am  not  writing  as 
a  dissatisfied  angler,  but  I  think  matters  might  be  better 
and  more  like  what  they  used  to  be. 

I  will  give  you  three  instances  of  what  I  saw  myself 
during  my  fortnight's  stay.  In  playing  a  121b.  pike  he 
disgorged  close  to  the  boat  a  trout  of  about  fib.  Another 
pike  I  saw  opened  with  a  trout  of  at  If  ast  lib.  weight  in 
him,  evidently  just  swallowed ;  and  thirdly,  a  trimmer  set 
with  a  live  gold  fish  was  brought  in  with  a  large  eel  that 
had  taken  it.  I  certainly  was  struck  with  the  number 
of  cormorants  for  the  time  of  year,  but  whether  they  and 
the  herons,  by  their  consumption  of  eels  (which  I  think  are 
much  too  abundant),  do  more  good  than  harm  is  a  matter 
upon  which  I  should  like  to  have  the  opinion  of  experts. 

Now,  if  a  pike  eat  his  own  weight  per  week,  and  I 
believe  this  a  very  low  estimate,  and  assuming  he  lives  in 
these  beautiful  lakes  chiefly  on  trout,  it  is  very  evident 
that  either  the  pike  must  be  kept  down  or  the  result  will 
be  disastrous  to  the  trout. 

If  this  letter  raises  the  discussion  I  invite,  I  think  good 
might  emanate  by  pointing  cut  to  the  preservation 
societies  (who  have  for  many  ytars  been  doing  spletdid 
work  in  Ireland)  how  they  may  materially  increase  their 
usefulness. 

Wbat  would  be  the  result  if  the  associations  offertd, 
say,  twopence  for  every  pike's  head?  Honor!  to  every 
pike  fisherman  I  know,  but  I  am  putting  this  in  the  much 
krger  interest  of  the  men  who  go  over  for  trout  and 
salmon.  I  have  before  me  now  a  351b.  pike,  which  I  caught 
in  Conn  two  years  ago,  and  I  often  wor der  what  weight 
of  trout  and  salmon  smolt  has  he  devoured  during  his 
career  ?   Will  anyone  work  this  out  ? 

If  more  funds  are  wanted  I  think  they  would  be  forth- 
coming, and  am  sure  that  English  visitors  would  gladly 
increase  their  subecriptions  to  the  different  preservation 
sccieties  on  having  the  matter  put  before  them. — Tours 
truly,  Samuel  8.  Mossop. 

Long  Sutton,  Lincolnshire. 

APRIL  CAUGHT  IRISH  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Pike  spawn  towards  the  end  of  March  or 
early  in  April,  and  very  rare  indeed  are  the  exceptions  to 
this  general  rule.  A  pike  was  reported  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  the  5th  and  12th  inst.  as  having  been 
captured  inLcugh  Key,  co.  Roscommon,  on  Good  Friday, 
April  13,  by  Ccnstable  P.  J.  O'Connor;  said  to  have 
weighed  531b  ,  of  4ft.  5in.  in  length,  by  27in.  girth.  The 
latter  is  poor  form ;  a  351b.  pike  in  condition,  un- 
spawned,  would  measure  as  much  in  girth. 

But  why  fish  at  all  for  pike  that  have  only  just  spawned, 
and  therefore  are  in  bad  condition  ;  they  are  neither 
sport-giving  nor  fit  for  food.  It  is  considered  very 
unsportsmanlike  to  fish  for  pike  between  March  and 
September,  in  fact  they  have  not  recovered  condition 
until  the  last-named  month.  It  is  as  bad  as  shooting 
partridges  during  their  nidification  in  March  and  April. 
Mr.  P.  J.  O'Connor  tells  the  readeig  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  that  he  has — since  Good  Friday — been  fishing 
"  with  marked  success,"  catching  nine  pike  in  one  day, 
the  two  largest  weighing  111b.  and  131b. 

It  appears  to  be  a  persistent  practice  in  Ireland  to  fish 
for  recently  spawned  and  ont-of-condition  pike.  The  3Clb. 
and  401b.  specimens  forwarded  to  the  Fishing  Oazette  a 
few  days  ago  from  Boyle,  co.  Roscommon,  were  lean  and 
lanky,  and  both  pike  were  in  wretched  condition.  The 
sender  of  them  says— tJtVie  F.  0.,  May  12— "  Pike  fishing 
was  never  heltcr,  and  consequently  a  great  quantity  of 
them  have  come  to  grief."  I  don't  wonder  at  it  if  people 
will  fish  in  April  and  May,  for  the  poor  ravenous  brutes 
have  only  just  spawned,  and  will  then  take  any  kind  of 
"  lure  "  pretented  to  them.  Loughs  Mask,  Conn,  and 
Derg  were  also  fished  by  four  April  anglers,  who, 
mirahile  dictu,  caught  and  kept  many  small  jack  from 
41b.  upwards,  the  largest  being  fish  of  111b.  and  121b. 
A  pike  of  141b.  was  caught  in  the  Yorkshire  Derwent  a 
few  days  ago ;  but  where  pike  infest  trout,  grayling,  and 
salmon  rivers,  and  are  looked  upon  as  vermin,  it  may  be 
expedient  to  destroy  them  by  snaring,  shooting,  or  any 
otner  means.  i'.ut  to  persistently  fish  for  gravid, 
ppawiiing,  and  recently  spawned  pike,  and  advertise  it  as 
yiric  .^JJ(>r^,  is  reprehensible  in  the  ideas  of  all  anglers  who 
fish  fairly.— Yours  truly,  Ai.i  ked  Jardine. 

:  We  really  do  not  see  why  Mr.  Jardinn  should  write 
in  this  way,  as  we  told  him,  when  he  called  the 
other  day,  that  the  most  sportsmanlike  thing  anyone 
can  do  is  to  kill  these  pike  in  Irish  lakes  at  any 
time,  and  the  best  time  to  do  it  is  just  before 
th<  y  spawn.  We  have  repeatedly  a«ked  oorrospondents 
in  Ireland  to  send  us  particulars  of  big  fish  killed,  and  we 
are  much  obliged  to  them  for  doing  so.  and  as  regards  the 
two  pike  sent  to  onr  ofiice  last  week,  tney  were  not  "  lean 


and  lanky,"  but  fine  fish,  the  dimensions  and  iveights  being : 
Pike  of  35Jlb.,  length,  50in. ;  length  to  fork  of  tail,  48in.  ; 
girth,  25Jin.  Pike  of  40|lb.,  length,  50in. ;  length  to  fork  of 
tail,  48in. ;  girth,  27iin.  These  weights  are  also  con- 
firmed by  Messrs.  John  Cooper  and  Sons,  who  have  the 
fish,  and  consider  them  a  very  fine  bi  ace.  Some  twenty 
years  ago  pike  increased  so  in  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  as 
to  threaten  to  exterminate  the  splendid  trout  and  salmon 
of  the  lakes,  but  by  persistent  netting  and  fishing  they 
were  got  down,  and  the  trout  fishing  improved.  As  will  be 
seen  from  Mr.  Mossop's  letter,  the  pike  appear  to  be 
increasing  again.  Where  pike  are  preserved  for  sport  it 
is  unsportsmanlike  to  kill  them  out  of  season,  but  not 
where  they  destroy  belter  fish.— Ed  ] 


LARGE  IRISH  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  enquiry  as  to  how  and  by 
whom  the  two  fish  were  taken  (lOJlb.  and  361b.),  the 
smaller  one  was  got  on  a  set  line,  with  perch  for  bait,  but 
gave  very  good  sport  before  being  captured.  The  large 
one  was  also  got  on  a  perch,  which  was  in  the  act  of  being 
put  out  as  bait  on  a  set  line.  Before  the  young  man 
(Ballintine,  a  local  fisherman)  let  the  line  away  from  his 
boat  he  got  the  pull  from  this  monster.  He  followed  him 
about  the  lake  for  over  an  hour,  several  times  having  to 
let  go  to  the  last  yard  of  his  line,  but  with  the  aid  of  a 
young  man  who  was  in  the  boat  with  him  he  succeeded  in 
bringing  him  to  grief.  The  same  man  has  had  several 
over  251b. ,  aU  this  year, — Yours  truly,      G.  Langton. 

Boyle,  Roscommon.  ___ 

THE  NAVY  LEAGUE, 
England's  Precarious  Food  Supply. 
Sir, — When  the  Prime  Minister  warns  the  nhtion  about 
foreign  hostility,  the  risk  of  "a  blow  directed  at  the 
heart,"  the  fate  of  Holland,  Spain,  and  Venice,  of 
Carthage,  and  of  Tyre,  aW  impresses  upon  us  "  that  the 
defence  of  the  country  is  not  the  business  of  the  War 
Ofiice  or  of  the  Government,  but  the  business  of  the  people 
themselves,"  no  apology  is  needed  for  speaking  out  upon 
the  subject. 

Rifle  clubs  are  admirable  institutions,  and  that  everyone 
should  learn  to  shoot  straight  is  a  consummation  devoutly 
to  be  wished,  but  that  this  country  is  to  be  defended  upon 
its  own  soil  is  a  new  and  startling  theory.  If  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  this  kingdom  were  armed  with  a 
perfect  rifle,  if  all  of  them  from  dowagers  and  dotards  to 
infants  in  arms  oould  unfailingly  hit  the  ace  of  spades  at 
5000yds.,  we  should  be  no  more  secure  than  to-day  against 
"  a  blow  at  the  heart." 

There  are  more  ways  of  killing  a  dog  than  hanging  him, 
and  this  country,  utterly  dependent  upon  its  cornmand  of 
the  sea  for  two-thirds  of  its  focd  and  raw  material,  could 
be  starved  into  submission  without  landing  a  single  foreign 
soldier  on  its  shores  if  once  our  fleet  were  defeated. 

Since  the  danger  is  so  imminent,  the  Navy  League,  a 
strictly  non-party  organization  to  urge  upon  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  electorate  the  paramount  importance  of  an 
adequate  Navy  as  the  best  guarantee  of  peace,  appeal  to 
everyone,  for  the  common  peril  threatens  peer  and  peasant 
alike,  to  unite  with  them  in  asking  the  Government 
whether  our  Navy  is  really  any  better  fitted  for  a  sudden 
outbreak  of  war  than  our  Army  proved  last  year.  The 
question  is  a  vital  one,  and  it  is  time  for  "  the  man  in  the 
street,"  upon  whose  shoulders  Ministers  place  the  grave 
responsibility,  to  insist  that  our  fleet  shall  be  demonstrably 
strong  enough  to  meet  and  beat  the  navies  of  any  two 
other  Powers. 

Admiral  Sir  Henry  Rawson,  commanding  our  Channel 
Squadron,  told  the  Lord  Provost  and  Coiporation  of 
Glasgow  on  Friday  last  that  "  We  had  not  enough  battle- 
ships and  cruisers." — I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  Seymour  Trowkr 
(Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Navy  League). 
13,  Victoria-street,  London,  S.W. 


"  SOME  NOTES  ON  WATERPROOFS." 

Dear  Sir, — There  are  one  or  two  items  in  the  article 
of  last  week,  under  the  signature  of  "  X.  Y.  Z.,"  on  water- 
proofs, &c.,  to  which  we  muet  teke  evception.  Firstly,  he 
says  that  oilskins  have  a  bad  habit  of  sticking  together  ; 
we  do  not  deny  that  those  of  his  acquaintance  might  do 
this,  but  if  he  will  only  get  the  proper  oilskins  we  can 
assure  him  that  he  will  have  no  cause  to  complain  on  this 
score.  We  do  a  considerable  trade  in  oilskins  for  sea 
fishers,  and  have  never  had  a  complaint  from  any  of  our 
clients  re  their  sticking,  and  we  have  also  had  much 
personal  experience  of  them,  and  they  have  always  given 
satisfaction.  We  have  oilskins  in  stock  which  have  been 
packed  closely  for  some  time  in  our  stores,  and  they  do  not 
show  the  slightest  signs  of  sticking.  If  proper  oilskins  are 
secured,  we  undertake  that  they  will  not  stick. — Yours 
faithfully,  F.  H.  Clay. 

(Sec.  Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd.) 

137,  St.  John-street-road. 


FINE  FREE  TROUT  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Sir, — A  correspondent  cfi'ered  in  jour  columns  to  gioe 
any  of  your  readers  information  about  fine  free  trout 
fishirg  in  Scotland.  A  friend  of  mine  wrote  to  him,  and 
in  reply  he  demanded  half  a  guinea  before  he  parted  with 
the  information. 

I  am  sure  yon  do  not  wish  your  columns  to  be  made  use 
of  by  one  who  offers  to  give  infoi  matit  n,  and  then  demands 
a  stiff  fee  in  advance. — Yours  faithfully,  Ballvoun(ik. 

I  Certaicly  not ;  and  we  hope  everyone  who  is  asked  for 
money  in  this  way  will  let  us  know,  so  that  we  may  be  on 
our  guard  against  inserting  letters  from  such  people. — 
Eu. 


AIR-TIGHT  FLY  BOXES,  Ac. 
Dear  Marston, — Tour  correspondent  "  F.  B.  S."  ia 
too  particular,  I  think,  in  requiring  an  air-tight,  instead  of 
a  merely  waterproof,  protector  for  his  fly  book  while 
wading. 

In  my  opinion  the  simpler  our  things  are  the  better. 
For  many  years  I  have  carried  a  waterproof  bag  (the 
rubber  outside)  over  my  left  shoulder,  so  that  even  when 
using  wading  trousers  my  fly  books  are  safe. 

An  old  friend  asked  me  to  get  him  a  new  fly  book  this 
year,  as  his  other  one  was  ruined  by  immersion  the 
previous  season  whilst  still  quite  new.  I  did  so,  but  I  also 
spent  lOd.  in  Messrs.  Thornton  and  Company,  Edinburgh, 
on  a  small  sponge  bag,  which  wrapped  it  up  so  well  as  to 
leave  nothing  to  be  desired,  provided  he  only  placed  the 
fly  book  on  end  instead  of  sideways  in  his  pocket. 

Those  who,  like  myself,  invariably  use  the  same  coat| 
when  wading,  could  easily  get  the  tailor  to  line  it  withf 
waterproof ;  in  fact,  to  sew  a  new  sponge  bag  into  the! 
pocket.  1 

No  extra  charge  for  the  hint.  Keen  waders,  please  takf  f 
note.— Yours  truly,    E.  M.  ToD. 

RIVER  WEEDS  AND  COLLECTING  THEM.  | 

My  Dear  Marston, — I  think  of  making  a  collection  ofl 
the  different  kinds  of  river  weeds,  and  comparing  theirl 
relative  values  aa  food  producers.    The  subject  is  an] 
interesting  one,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  preserve  themf 
in  a  pressed  condition  for  identification.    Perhaps  you  or 
some  of  the  correspondents  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  osh 
give  me  some  information  as  to  the  best  fluid  in  which  to 
collect  them,  and  whether  they  would  be  likely  to  lend' 
themselves  to  preservation  as  regards  colour  and  form  in  a 
book,  after  the  manner  of  ferns,  &c. 

Apologising  for  troubling  you,  although  I  feel  sure  you 
will  take  an  interest  in  my  work. — Yours  very  truly, 

Salisbury.  Walter  H.  Pope. 

P.S. — If  I  succeed  in  making  a  good  collection  I  hope  to 
have  the  privilege  of  presenting  one  copy,  with  my  notes, 
to  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

[Perhaps  some  reader  can  help  Mr.  Pope  to  carry  out 
his  capital  idea. — Ed  ]  ___ 

TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  BIRMINGHAM. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Piscator  Arden's  "  inquiry 
last  week,  I  beg  to  inform  him  that  all  the  trout  fishing 
within  twenty  miles  of  Birmingham  is  private,  and  not 
open  to  the  public.  The  only  trout  fishing  that  can  _  be 
obtained  on  Sundays  is  on  the  Severn,  the  best  spot  being 
at  Hampton  Lode,  below  Bridgnorth. — Yours  truly, 

Tenby-street-north,  Birmingham.  C.  White. 

AN  EEL  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  kindly  inform  me  whether  it  is 
a  fact  that  eels  breed  solely  in  the  sea  ?  If  so,  how  do 
young  eels,  about  Sin.  or  4in.  long,  manage  to  get  fifty  or 
sixty  miles  up  the  rivers,  having  had  to  pass  probably  a 
dozen  weirs  and  locks  on  their  way  up?  Also,  do  they 
travel  over  ground  from  one  point  to  another,  in  places 
where  there  are  three  or  four  ponds  situated  closely 
together  ?  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  faith- 
fully, Cantab. 

[It  is  pretty  generally,  though  not  universally,  accepted 
as  a  fact  that  eels  breed  only  in  salt  or  brackish  wate^(^n 
our  opinion  there  are  some  very  stiff  fences  to  take  in 
swallowing  this  view).  The  young  eels,  or  elvers,  certainly 
do  ascend  from  the  sea  hundreds  of  miles  up  rivers,  and 
we  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  eels  will  travel  over  wet 
grass  from  one  pond  to  another  if  driven  to  it.  Seme 
people  think  that  eels  go  at  night  into  bean  fields  to  eat 
the  beans ;  they  are  quite  at  liberty  to  think  so  if  they 
like.— Ed.]   

THE  QUEEN'S  VISIT  TO  IRELAND, 
Dear  Sir,— The  recent  visit  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen 
to  the  Emerald  Isle  is  already  bearing  good  fruit.  Almost 
every  newspaper  in  Ireland  has  something  to  say  every 
day  of  some  industry  or  another  that  has  thriven  because 
of  the  patronage  given  to  them  by  the  venerable  Empress 
Queen  during  her  stay  amongst  us. 

With  regard  to  angling,  I  can  say  that  during  the  last 
fifty  years  I  have  myself  never  before  received  in  the 
spring  so  many  applications  for  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
from  aristocratic  English  anglers  as  have  reached  me 
during  the  royal  visit  end  since  Her  Majesty's  return  to 
England.  This  in  itself  means  a  good  thing  for  Ireland. 
The  same  remarks  apply  to  many  other  angling  rivers  in 
Ireland. 

And  having  said  so  much,  I  think  it  right  to  mention 
that  nineteen  out  of  every  twenty  letters  I  have  received 
from  English  gentlemen  and  ladies  were  from  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Oazette,  which  proves  that  our  favourite  paper 
with  the  green  cover  is,  beyond  doubt,  the  most  popular, 
as  it  is  also  the  most  entertaining,  paper  devoted  to 
angling  in  England,  London  inoludea. — Yours  faithfully. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  Ireland.  S.  J.  Hurley. 


THE  NUMBER  OF  EGGS  IN  PIKE. 
Sib,— The  author  of  "  Angling  Holidays"  givesusso 
data  as  to  calculating  the  number  of  eggs  a  pike  ma 
contain,  and  assuming  all  things  to  be  equal,  and  applvir 
this  data  to  the  pike  of  531b.  weight,  lately  killed 
CO.  Roscrmmon,  it  appears  that  it  would  contain  abou 
608,000  eggs. 

In  1504  the  Cllb.  pike,  killed  in  the  river  Bann  in  Mar 
of  that  year,  was  found  to  ccntain  7 Jib.  of  spawn,  a 
that  would  give  about  (564  800  eggs. 

The  dimensions  of  the  Bann  pike  show  that,  though^ 
was  81b.  heavier  than  the  Lough  Key  one,  it  was  4ii 
thortcr  in  lergth,  and  Ojin.  larger  in  girth.— I  am,  &o., 

St.  Asaph.  F.  M.  L. 

Several  important  Utters  nnavoidnbly  left  over. 
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ANGLING    AND    CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  MAY  26th,  1900. 


SALMON  LEGISLATION. 


Me.  Wm.  Senior  took  the  chair  at  the  Society 
of  Arts  last  "Wednesday  evening,  when  Mr.  J.  W. 
Willis-Bund  read  a  paper  on  "  Salmon  Legisla- 
tion." We  hope  to  be  able  to  refer  to  it  and  the 
discussion  which  followed  next  week. 

Mr.  Willis-Bund  prefaced  his  remarks  by  the 
question  :  "  Is  salmon  legislation  any  real  use  ?  " 
We  do  not  know  what  his  answer  was,  but  we 
should  say  emphatically  "  no." 

We  believe  there  is  a  Salmon  Fisheries  Com- 
mittee, or  Commission,  now  sitting  and  taking 
evidence,  the  only  possible  result  being  that  it 
will  all  be  neatly  printed  on  official  blue  paper, 
and  tied  up  with  red  tape,  and  put  away  in 
Parliamentary  pigeon-holes. 

We  long  ago  gave  up  hope  of  seeing  any 
Government  of  this  country,  Conservative  or 
Liberal,  do  anything  for  the  salmon  fisheries 
beyond  ignoring  the  reports  and  suggestions  of 
their  own  inspectors.  Look  at  the  Tweed.  Why, 
the  Government  simply  dare  not  enforce  the  law 
against  the  poachers,  and  the  "  manufacturing 
interests  "  are  far  too  powerful  to  allow  wholesale 
fish  poisoning  to  be  stopped. 


THE  MAY  FLY  IS  UP  AND  BEING 
TAKEN  IN  IRELAND. 


For  information  of  anglers  I  have  to  say  that 
the  fly  is  now  up  on  Belvedere  Lake,  and  some 
trout  have  been  taken  on  dap.  T.  J.  W. 

Mullingar,  May  21. 


We  are  writing  to  inform  you  that  the  May  Fly 
has  appeared  on  Lough  Eme,  and  that  we  expect 
the  trout  to  be  well  on  it  about  1st  prox.,  and  a 
good  time  is  expected  amongst  the  big  trout  on 
Lovtgh  Erne,  as  the  May  Fly  has  come  up  a  good 
healthy  colour,  and  the  weather  is  favourable. 

Ballyshannon.  M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

[We  are  glad  to  hear  the  May  Fly  is  all  right, 
as  we  were  beginning  to  fear  it  had  had  the 
influenza,  like  most  of  the  spring  flies  this  year, 
and  was  too  weak  to  rise  at  all,  like  the  March 
Brown  in  many  places. — Ed.] 


Mat  Fly  Up  in  Yorkshire. 

I  found  the  Stone  Fly  creeper  well  developed 
yesterday.  There  should  be  some  good  sport 
now  with  it  until  the  fly  hatches  out.  Rain  has 
fallen  freely  again  to-day  up  Wensleydale  and 
Swaledale.  Our  rivers  are  in  fine  angling  trim, 
and  prospects  for  next  week  good.  The  creeper, 
the  miller's  thumb,  Devon,  the  natural  minnows, 
Dark  Watchet,  Dotterel,  and  Yellow  Poult  Bloa 
and  Orange  Partridge  are  all  certain  killers. 

Middleham,  May  24.         John  E.  Miller. 


SALMON  ANGLERS'  MEMORANDA. 


By  Geo.  Stricken. 
In  these  days  British  sporting  proclivities  and 
British  pluck  and  daring  are  invariably  set  side 
by  side  as  cause  and  effect.    It  has  lately  been 
affirmed,  with  some  show  of  reason,  that  Welling- 
ton never  said  "  Waterloo  was  won  on  the 
playing  fields  of  Eton."     All  the  same,  the 
British  public  will  not  readily  surrender  that 
long-cherished  dictum.    It  is  much  too  precious 
and  convenient  a  sentence  for  the  football  re- 
porter, and  even  the  leader  writer.   On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  rather  remarkable  that  while  such 
sports    as    following    hounds,    shooting  tame 
pheasants,  deer  stalking,  football,  cricket,  and 
even  tennis,  are  all  included  among  the  specifics 
for  fostering  manly  virtue  and  endurance,  little  is 
ever  said  in  favour  of  angling.  Somehow  or  other, 
the  only  attributes  that  an  Oxford  blue  or  an 
international  footballer  wiU  concede  in  favour  of 
ardent  Waltonians  are  contemplativeness,  patience, 
and  perseverance.    For  this,  perhaps,  old  Izaak  is 
himself    responsible.      Perhaps,   because  his 
disciples  have  all,  more  or  less,  combined  with  a 
love  of  their  favourite  pastime  a  penchant  for 
swelling  the  already  considerable  literature  of  the 
subject,  the  angler  is  regarded  as  too  much  of  a 
dreamer  to  be  a  successful  man  of  action.    "  It  is 
aU  right  for  the  old  'uns,  but  it  is  too  slow  for  my 
taste."    "  The  only  thing  that  can  be  said  for 
angling  is  that  it  develops  the  imagination." 
These  are  some  of  the  opinions  of  the  lusty 
outsiders  who  have  developed  their  muscles  at  the 
expense  of  their  insight.    But  they  forget  that 
Sir  William  Wallace,  with  a  rod  for  a  weapon, 
achieved  one  of  his  most  brilliant  exploits  at  the 
end  of  a  day's  fishing.  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  in 
his  youth,  was  an  ardent  angler ;  so  was  Nelson. 
There  are,  doubtless,  other  heroes  equally  great  in 
military  history  who,  when  the  sword  was  in  the 
scabbard,  loved  to  turn  to  the  rod  and  the  reel. 
But  let  these  suffice  to  show  that  the  peaceful 
pastime  is  not  incompatible  with  success  in  the 
game  of  war.    Nay,  since  manly  field  sports  are 
so  much  insisted  upon  at  the  present  time 
as  a  good  training  for  the  art  of  war,  the 
present    writer    is    prepared    to    go    a  step 
further.     Of  all  outdoor  sports,  with,  perhaps, 
the    exception  of    big  game  hunting,  angling 
affords  absolutely  the  best  training    for  the 
modern    campaigner.      Patience,  perseverance, 
and    resource    are    admittedly  three    of  the 
essentials  of  success  in  this,  as  in  the  other  walks 
of  life.   Above  all,  the  expert  Waltonian  is  of 
necessity  a  tactician — a  strategist.    In  these  days 
when  British  valour  is  being  pitted  against  Boer 
perseverance,  Boer  patience,  and  Boer  warcraft, 
one  is  emboldened  to  think  that  the  dash  and 


daring  associated  with  the  football  field  and 
riding  to  hounds  would  be  all  the  better  at  times 
for  a  little  leavening  of  the  quieter,  less  showy, 
but  more  sagacious  qualities  indispenKable  to  a 
successful  angler. 

To  liegin  with,  the  angler  must  be  a  keen 
observer.  His  field  of  play  is  as  wide  as  the 
earth,  the  air  and  the  water.  The  conditions  of 
wind  and  weather,  light  and  water,  all  enter  into 
the  day's  sport.  He  must  know  the  habits  of  the 
salmon.  He  is  something  of  a  physiologist, 
something  of  a  meteorologist,  something  of  a 
geologist,  and  it  will  be  strange  if  he  is  not  a  lover 
of  nature.  He  also  becomes  consciously  or  un- 
consciously an  inductive  philosopher — certainly  an 
empiricist.  Every  real  angling  expert  knows  this ; 
the  tyro  does  not.  A  proper  appreciation  of  these 
things  will  enable  him  earlier  in  his  career  to 
approach  King  Salmon  in  the  best  way.  The 
tactics  of  the  moment  depend  on  these  conditions, 
and  when  the  fly  has  caught,  right  up  to  the  last, 
until  the  silvery  fish  lies  gasping  and  flapping  on 
the  bank,  it  is  still  a  game  of  skill,  and  tactics 
founded  on  the  lessons  of  past  experience. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  restrictions  of  the 
pastime  are  few,  and  the  conditions  extremely 
variable.  The  angler  has  a  rod,  a  stock  of  flies, 
and  other  fishing  paraphernalia  which  one  may 
assume  to  be  the  best  procurable.  There  are  also 
certain  bye-laws  and  regulations.  For  the  rest, 
he  has  a  stretch  of  water  in  which  the  salmon  is  to 
be  found.  The  river  may  be  high  or  low.  It  may 
be  in  spate  or  almost  a  dried-up  watercourse.  It 
may  be  as  clear  as  crystal  or  black  as  peat.  It 
may  abound  in  rushes  and  pools.  The  atmosphere 
may  be  clear  with  brilliant  sunshine,  or  it  may  be 
quivering  with  a  golden  heat  haze.  The  sky  may 
be  dull  and  overcast,  or  a  close  mist  may  veil  the 
landscape.  The  atmosphere  may  be  calm  or 
boisterous,  hot  or  cold,  clear  or  thundery.  These, 
and  various  combinations  of  these,  are  some  of 
the  conditions  that  determine  the  tactics  on 
different  days.  How  important  is  it,  then,  for 
the  angler  to  be,  not  only  a  keen  observer,  but  to 
think  logically,  to  avoid  false  reasoning,  and  to 
carefully  sift  his  data  before  coming  to  a  conclu- 
sion. As  will  be  seen  hereafter,  the  last  has  not 
been  said  about  the  habits  and  the  sense  powers 
of  the  salmon.  There  is  still  a  large  debatable 
field  whereon  the  champions  of  opposite  theories 
are  keen  to  break  a  lance.  Most  anglers  who 
have  attained  to  eminence  have,  after  the  initial 
stages,  been  self  educated ;  and  a  great  deal  may 
be  found  out  for  himself  by  every  observant 
Waltonian.  This  makes  the  sport  doubly 
fascinating,  and,  as  has  been  shown,  the  sport 
has  an  educational  value  quite  apart  from  the 
physical  benefits  of  a  day  by  the  river. 

Roughly  speaking,  there  are  two  sets  of  con- 
ditions which  it  is  important  that  the  angler 
should  be  prepared  to  deal  with.  One  set  com- 
prehends all  those  conditions  under  which  fish 
may  be  expected  to  take  most  readily ;  the  other, 
those  under  which  most  anglers  find  fish  take 
badly,  if,  indeed,  they  take  at  all.  The  writer  has 
been  at  some  pains  to  ascertain  and  embody  the 
opinion  of  several  of  the  foremost  and  best- known 
anglers  on  most  of  the  important  and  well-known 
rivers  in  Scotland,  as  regards  not  only  the  crucial 
points  of  angling,  but  also  on  certain  interesting 
and  much  discussed  questions  affecting  the  habits 
and  sense  powers  of  the  salmon.  The  expert  may 
not  gain  much  information  from  the  following 
epitome  of  opinion,  but  the  beginner  will  at  least 
obtain  some  hints  that  will  stand  him  in  good 
stead.  Nor  is  the  writer  completelv  in  accord 
with  the  opinion  of  the  majority  on  all  points. 
In  the  main,  however,  the  weight  of  opinion 
inclines  to  the  side  of  his  experience,  and  should 
be  a  safe  guide  for  the  novice.  The  questions  are 
given  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  submitted. 
The  first  is  :  "  What  sort  of  a  day,  as  regards 
light,  high  or  low  clouds,  strength  of  wind,  and 
the  direction  of  the  wind  on  the  water,  is  the  best 
day  for  salmon  angling  ?  "  The  answers  to  this 
question,  which  really  embraces  several  points, 
differ,  but,  whatever  be  the  differences  of  opinion 
as  to  wind,  anglers  are  practically  unanimous  in 
this — that  the  clouds  should  be  high.  In  no  case, 
indeed,  is  there  a  single  verdict  for  low  clouds. 
It  is  simply  a  question  of  degree.  "  High," 
"  pretty  high,"  "  very  high."  Three  experts  vote 
for  "  high,"  two,  with  the  hesitancy  of  Scotchmen, 
add  the  qualification  "  pretty,"  while  two  get  as 
far  as  "  very."    Everyone  insists  on  clouds  of 
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some  sort,  and  the  verdict  is  munistakably  in 
favour  of  dark  or  mixed  clouds,  with  frequent 
blinks  of  sunshine.  Two  vote  for  a  uniform  light 
all  over,  but  at  the  same  time  do  not  specify  what 
kind  of  light.  Several  regard  a  great  display  of 
cumuli  clouds  as  very  unfavourable. 

An  essential  of  an  ideal  day  for  salmon  angling 
is  wind — wind  of  some  sort.  As  to  its  strength 
and  direction  there  is  some  difference  of  opinion. 
"A  fair  wind."  "nice  breeze,"  "bit  of  breeze," 
"  rather  unsteady,"  "  good  stiff  wind."  These  are 
some  of  the  terms  employed  to  indicate  the 
strength  of  the  wind  best  suited  for  a  good  day's 
sport.  With  the  exception  of  the  last,  these 
may  be  taken  to  express  what  five  or  six 
anglers  call  a  moderate  or  medium  breeze. 
The  only  opinions  differing  from  these  are  those 
which  express  the  opposite  ideas  of  "  gentle " 
and  "  squally." 

The  direction  of  the  wind  is  another  source  of 
difference.     The    south-west     is     only  once 
mentioned,  and  that  merely  as  an  alternative  to 
the  west.     One  pins  his  faith  to  the  north. 
Another  favours  the  west.    StiU  another  believes 
in  the  west  wind  if  pretty  strong,  and  the  east 
wind  if  variable  in  strength.    One  vacillates 
between  north  and  west,  while  a  fourth  inclines 
to  west    or    north-west.     In    weighing  these 
opinions  there  are  several  things  to  be  taken  into 
account.    A  hard  and  fast  rule  for  every  season 
cannot  be  laid  down.    Various  neutralising  con- 
ditions will  enter  into  the  scale.    The  possibilities 
of  error  as  to  the  exact  direction  of  the  wind  and 
nature  of  the  light  are  many.    In  several  cases 
opinions  are  in  all  probability  merely  taken  from 
memory.    They  are  dependent  upon  the  observa- 
tion and  impression  on  many  days  scattered^over 
many  years,  spent  on  different  stretches  of  water. 
Some  anglers  may  quite  easily  have  formed  a 
wrong  impression  of  the  direction  of  the  wind, 
and  the  precise  nature  of  the  clouds  and  the 
light.   The  state  of  the  water  also,  as  well  as  the 
time  of  the  year,  has  to  be  taken  into  account. 
When  this  much  has  been  said,  however,  there  is 
sufiBcient  congruity  in  the  different  opinions  to  war- 
rant the  following  approximately  safe  generaliza- 
tion.   The  characteristic  features  of  the  best 
day  for  salmon  angling  are :  in  summer  or  in 
warm  weather,  a  good  steady  breeze  with  a  fair 
amount  of  darkish  cloud ;  in  spring  or  in  autumn, 
a  fresh  breeze  with  intermittent  gusts  and  scud- 
ding dark  clouds,  indicating  a  varying  thermome- 
ter.   The  day  (in  the  latter  case)  should  be  bright, 
or  with  spells  of  sunshine.    In  very  cold  weather, 
a  heavy  dark  day  and  a  strong  east  wind  are  bad ; 
in  fact,  this  is  the  worst  combination  of  fishing 
conditions.    Practically    all    those    who  have 
recorded  their  experiences  single  out  the  north- 
west as  the  best  direction  for  an  angling  wind, 
allowing  as  it  does  a  wider  scope ;  and,  cxteris 
paribus,  the  wind  when  from  any  point  between 
north  and  west  appears  to  be  generally  regarded 
as  a  good  wind  for  sport. 

The  choice  of  a  fly  depends  much  upon  the 
light ;  and  just  as  there  are  bright  days  and  dull 
days,  80  it  may  be  well  to  explain  at  the  outset 
that  there  are  bright,  showy,  dark,  and  sombre 
flies.  It  will  also  be  well  to  name,  say,  one  typical 
fly  of  each  variety.  The  Eagle,  with  red  body, 
)>road  tinsel,  tippet  tail,  long  yellow  hackle,  and 
broad,  brown,  turkey  wing  with  white  tips,  gives  a 
good  idea  of  the  warm,  showy  variety.  A  good 
representative  of  the  strong  contrast  variety  is 
the  White  Wing  with  black  body,  broad  tinsel, 
tippet  tail,  black  hackle,  and  white  wing.  Of  the 
bright  flies  the  Silver  Doctor  is  the  most  popular 
representative.  Most  of  the  darker  Spey,  Dee, 
and  Spean,  and  Lochy  local  patterns  are  typical 
of  the  sombre  fly ;  while  Black  Doctor  or  Black 
Wasp,  without  jungle,  sufficiently  indicates  the 
character  of  the  dark  variety.  Some  rivers,  even 
at  their  clearest,  have  a  distinct  peat  tint,  and 
those  which  run  for  long  distances  through  red 
clay  and  red  sandstone  have  a  tint  peculiar  to 
themselves.  Hence  it  is  generally  found  that  the 
niofct  suitable  flies  for  them  differ  more- or  less 
from  those  that  answer  best  for  the  great  majority 
of  rivers  when  the  height  of  the  water  and  weather 
conditions  are  practically  identical. 

(To  be  continwd.) 


SANDOW^S  SPECIAL  GRIP  DUMB. 
BELL. 
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MiirBlon  and  Co.,  SI.  Dunitan'n  Uoune,  Fotter-lane,  I,ondon, 
•upply  the  Trad*  with  Foreign  Bookn  and  Porlodlcaln.  F»Bt 
train  nomlffximentii  from  their  Continental  aoantn  twice  a  week 
Cttalofue  gratia. 


Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson  and  Ander- 
son Limited,  37,  Queen  Victoria-street,  London, 
E.G..  have  sent  us  for  notice  a  pair  of  Sandow's 
new  spring  grip  dumb-bells,  which  the  inventor 
describes  as  follows : 

"I  have  discovered  a  contrivance  by  which  a 
light  bell,  necessitates  the  use  of  the  strong 
grip  whilst  exercising. 

"  This  spring-grip  dumb-beU  is  very  simple,  and 
may  be  described  in  a  few  words. 

"  As  the  illustration  shows,  it  is  a  dumb-bell 
made  in  two  halves,  separated  about  |in.  from 
one  another,  the  intervening  space  being  occupied 
by  two  steel  springs,  the  number  of  which  may  be 
increased  to  two,  three,  four,  or  five  as  the  pupil 
grows  stronger,  after  which  much  stronger 
springs  can  be  obtained  if  required. 

"  When  exercising  the  springs  are  compressed 
by  gripping  the  bells  and  bringing  the  two  halves 
close  together,  in  which  position  they  are  retained 
until  the  exercise  is  over.  These  dumb-bells  are 
specially  prepared  and  adapted  for  both  young 
and  old,  and  are  fitted  into  handsomely  designed 
boxes  complete,  with  chart  of  exercises  drawn  up 
by  myself  after  much  experience  and  considera- 
tion, and  with  full  instructions  for  use." 

Anglers  generally,  and  especially  all  fly  fishers 
who  require  to  grip  their  rods  firmly  in  casting, 
will  find  these  new  dumb-bells  answer  admirably 
for  increasing  the  muscular  power  of  the  hand, 
wrist,  and  arm,  also  all  who  use  the  rifle  and  long 
bow  will  find  them  invaluable.  In  fact,  we  shall 
expect  to  notice  fresh  vigour  in  the  pens  of  the 
fish  story  tellers.   They  are  made  in  several  sizes 


from  boys'  to  men's,  and  the  only  cases  where 
they  cannot  be  recommended  are  where  anglers 
live  in  bodily  fear  of  their  wives.  When  used  by 
the  ladies  as  indicated  in  our  illustrations  we 
believe  the  results  are  astonishing. 

For  editorial  use  we  can  also  strongly  recom- 
mend them,  as  when  you  meet  some  long-winded 
contributor  who  wants  to  know  when  you  are 


going  to  publish  his  article,  you  give  him  such  a 
neartv  grip  of  the  hand  that  he  cannot  write  for 
months  afterwards,  and  always  crosses  the  road 
when  he  sees  you  coming.  E.  B.  M. 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  WINDERMERE. 

The  season  commenced  on  March  3  this  year — 
a  month  earlier  than  usual — and  I  was  therefore 
somewhat  interested  to  ascertain  the  condition 
the  trout  would  be  in  at  such  early  date. 

In  anticipation  of  the  opening  day,  I  spent 
several  evenings  in  looking  through  fly  book  and 
catalogues — not  the  least  pleasing  feature  in  pisca- 
torial experience — and,  having  ordered  enough 
flies  to  bring  on  a  "rise"  (if  only  in  price  of 
materials),  I  felt  that  at  any  rate  I  had  done  m; 
duty,  and  it  only  remained  to  see  whether  the  fis 
appreciated  the  efforts  I  had  made  on  thi 
behalf. 

Arrived  at  Lakeside  on  March  10,  the  pj-ospecl 
was  not  encouraging.  Helvellyn,  Fairfield,  and 
the  other  high  mountains  at  the  head  of  the  lake 
were  all  snow-capped,  there  was  a  bitter  N.E.  wind 
blowing,  and  I  had  to  assist  Kellett,  the  boatman, 
to  launch  a  boat  for  the  first  time  after  its  winter 
rest  and  repair. 

As  Windermere  trout  have  a  habit  of  coming 
"  on "  about  mid-day,  I  started  off  up  the  lake 
against  the  wind,  trolling  the  natural  minnow/ 
I  had  one  good  run,  but  nothing  more  substantii 
resulted. 

Drifting  back  with  the  wind,  I  found  the  fis 
coming  very  "  short "  (as  Windermere  trout  very 
commonly  do,  except  in  a  big  wind),  and  had  to 
change  my  tactics  accordingly.  I  finished  up 
with  five  nice  little  fish,  all  over  Ub.,  and  superbly 
fed. 

Subsequent  experience  in  March  was  very 
similar — phenomenal  cold  N.E.  or  N.W.  winds — 
fish  in  splendid  condition,  and  moving  well,  but 
coming  vefy  shcwt. 

The  last  day  of  the  month,  however,  was 
exceptional.  The  greater  part  of  the  south  end 
of  the  lake  was  covered  with  fin.  ice,  through 
which  we  had  considerable  difficulty  in  moving 
the  boat.  As  a  consequence  of  this,  fishing  was 
a  complete  failure  for  the  day. 

During  April  the  fish  have  moved  well  when 
there  has  been  a  good  wind.  On  the  Saturday 
before  Easter  a  strong  S.W.  gale  was  blowing, 
and  fish  were  taking  freely  in  the  roughest 
water,  right  on  the  lee  shore.  It  always  pays 
to  fish  the  lee  side  of  the  lake  under  such  con- 
ditions; but  one  needs  to  know  the  water — or, 
rather,  the  rocks — intimately,  and  also  to  be  able 
to  handle  a  boat  in  rough  weather. 

Windermere  is  noted  for  its  sudden  s<iualls, 
and,  unfortunately,  most  of  the  boats  are  useless 
when  there  is  much  of  a  sea  on.  I  should 
imagine  it  would  pay  the  boatmen  to  keep  one 
or  two  sea-going  boats  for  fishing  purposes  only. 
They  would  drift  better,  would  be  far  safer,  and 
much  more  convenient  than  those  now  employed. 

For  days  when  fly  is  "off,"  it  is  as  well  to 
be  provided  with  a  second  rod  for  trolling.  All 
sorts  of  baits  are  employed,  but  the  only  one 
used  by  the  "past  masters"  is  the  natural 
minnow.  This  is  usually  presei-ved  in  spirits, 
or  other  preservative.  My  own  experience 
warrants  me  in  recommending  a  vei-y  weak 
solution  of  formalin.  The  formalin  of  commerce 
is  simply  a  40  per  cent,  solution  of  formic 
aldehyde,  and  if  this  be  diluted  with  about  forty 
times  its  bulk  of  water  a  1  per  cent,  solution 
results,  which  is  quite  strong  enough  for  minnows 
It  should  be  changed  when  discoloured. 

When  trolling  in  the  daytime  it  is  essential  to 
let  out  plenty  of  line — 50yds.  at  least — use  the 
brightest  baits,  spin  over  the  right  ground,  and 
not  go  too  fast. 

With  two  strings  to  one's  bow  it  is  very  seldom 
that  the  day  is  perfectly  blank. 

As  an  extreme  case  let  me  give  April  21  last  aa 
an  example.  To  the  majority  of  fishers  the  day 
was  disappointing — brightest  sunshine,  blue  sky, 
and  an  unruffled  surface  combined  to  make  fly 
fishing  useless.  However,  by  trolling  natural 
minnow  well  sunk,  and  witla  60yds.  of  line  out,  I 
succeeded  in  bagging  three  very  plump  and  hand- 
some •,' -pounders. 

Moreover,  the  heaviest  fish  are  always  got  in  a 
similar  manner,  but  after  dark — say  from  sunset 
to  11  p.m.  In  three  successive  evenings  last 
Whit- week  I  had  fish  of  3Ub.,  2^1b.,  and  lAlb. 
trolling,  and  was  never  out  after  10.30  p.m. 
During  first  week  of  May  this  year  one  rod  had 
two  fish  same  evening,  which  together  weighed 
6lb.  Fish  up  to  (ilb.  and  71b.  have  been  thus 
taken. 


i 


Mat  26,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


381 


I  noticed  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  a  query,  "  Where  are  the  flies  ?  "  This 
absence  of  natural  fly  on  the  water  has  been  very 
marked  this  year  so  far  on  the  lake.  Even  now 
(May  12)  there  is  practically  no  fly  out. 

The  artificial  flies  most  used  are  March  Brown 
(never  seen  on  the  water,  however).  Red  Hackle, 
Green  well,  Zulu,  Red  and  Teal,  Yellow  Dun, 
Grannom,  and  many  others ;  sizes  5  and  6,  or 
less. 

As  regards  other  tackle,  the  rod  should  be  lift, 
or  12ft.  long,  and  stifE  at  the  top.  My  own  choice 
is  one  of  Hardy's  12ft.  "  Perfection  "  cane-built 
rods  in  two  pieces.  Fish  frequently  rise  very 
close  to  the  boat,  and  unless  the  rod  be  quick  in 
action  and  fairly  long,  it  is  then  difl&cult  to  hook 
them,  especially  if  the  boat  be  drifting  fast. 

For  the  same  reasons  a  long  line  is  quite 
unnecessary,  and,  indeed,  often  disastrous,  par- 
ticularly when  you  get  into  a  good  fish  which 
bolts  towards  you  under  the  boat. 

The  net  should  be  large,  deep,  of  dark  colour, 
and  attached  to  a  6ft.  bamboo  handle. 

The  best  fly  fishing  is,  of  com-se,  that  of  the 
May  Fly  season.  The  fly  is  usually  "  up  "  on  the 
21st  May,  and  the  cream  of  the  fishing  begins  a 
fortnight  after.  This  year  Whit-week  should  be 
very  good. 

The  fish  then  taken  are  larger  than  usual, 
running  from  lib.  to  27>lb.  veiy  often,  and  afford 
magnificent  sport,  as  they  are  remarkably  game. 

W.  R.  Pbarsall. 


MAEKING  OF  SALMON. 


ROYAL  DUBLIN  SOCIETY. 
Return  showing  particulars  of  the  number  on 
the  label  used,  of  the  weight,  length,  condition, 
and  sex  of  the  fish  to  which  it  is  attached,  of  the 
date  of  marking,  and  of  the  place  of  capture, 
together  with  any  other  remarks  which  may 
appear  worthy  of  note. 


lySTETJCTIONS   AS  TO   FIXING   THE    MaRKS  OK 

Salmon. 

Thrust  the  points  through  the  dorsal  fin,  as 
near  the  back  of  the  fish  as  possible,  bend  them 
towards  one  another  until  the  points  touch ;  take 
hold  of  the  ends  with  a  pair  of  pliers  and  twist 
them  two  or  three  times  round  one  another; 
having  done  so,  press  the  ends  which  now  form  a 
projecting  point  back  in  the  direction  of  the  tail 
until  the  whole  lies  flat  against  the  fin. 


Returns  of  Past  Two  Seasons. 
Salmon  killed  by  anglers  at  Waterville,  KeiTy, 
189?^ :  February,  nine ;  March,  eleven ;  April, 
twenty.   1900 :  February,  twenty ;  March,  twenty- 
three  ;  April,  thirty.  _____ 

This  late  improvement  is  due  to  stopping  the 
netting  at  the  river  month.  We  expect  a  good 
sea  trout  season,  as  they  have  already  made  a 
good  show  at  the  weir.  Several  from  31b.  to  51b. 
have  been  taken  during  past  week.  Mr.  Scaufeild, 
from  Bay  View  Hotel,  had  sea  trout  of  31b. ; 
salmon,  81b.  Mr.  P.  Moriarty,  one,  S^b.  Several 
salmon  were  taken  with  the  fly  during  past  week. 
The  successful  anglers  were  Mr.  J.  Sward,  Mr. 
Mason,  Major  Cresswell,  and  Mr.  Merryweather. 
Brown  trout  are  rising  well.   Some  good  baskets 


were  had  during  the  week ;  one  of  thirty-eight 
trout  by  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Scaufeild.  At  the  time  of 
writing  we  have  strong  wind  from  S.W.  with 
heavy  rain,  which  will  improve  the  coming  week's 
fishing.  Best  flies  for  the  locality  can  be  got 
from  the  Anglers'  Rest,  and  all  information  to  be 
had  from  Tim  McCarthy,  Practical  Angler, 
Waterville. 


USEFUL  SPRING  FLIES  FOR  SCOTCH 
STREAMS. 


Nearly  every  river  and  stream  in  the  country 
has  a  particular  fly,  or  flies,  for  which  the  trout 
show  a  marked  liking ;  but  there  are  flies  which 
will  kill  well  anywhere.  Having  fished  many  of 
our  best  trouting  streams  in  Scotland,  I  will  give 
the  dressings  of  the  various  flies  which  I  found  to 
be  of  service,  and  which,  perhaps,  may  be  useful 
in  filling  a  creel.  Most  of  them  are  well  known 
as  tried  patterns,  but  it  will  do  no  harm  to  give 
them  here,  and  young  anglers  may  benefit  by  the 
list.  Though  generally  used  as  spring  flies,  many 
of  the  following  will  kill  well  later  on  in  the 
season. 

Blue  Dun. — This  fly  has  been  imitated  by  every 
fly  dresser,  and  numerous  good  as  well  as  bad 
imitations  are  to  be  had.  The  dressing  I  prefer 
is  the  following :  Whisks  and  hackle  from  the 
dun  feathers  of  an  Andalusian  cock;  body,  a 
stripped  quill  from  the  eye  of  a  peacock's  feather, 
laid  on  spirally ;  wings,  from  the  darkest  feathers 
in  a  starling's  wing.   Hook,  No.  12  or  13. 

Male  March  Brown. — Hackle,  dark  brown 
partridge ;  whisks,  two  or  three  fibres  from  the 
speckled  brown  and  grey  feathers  of  the  silver 
pheasant;  body,  quill  dyed  medium  olive  or 
olive  floss  ribbed  with  fine  gold  thread.  The 
wings  are  usually  taken  from  the  wing  feathers 
of  a  hen  pheasant,  but  I  generally  use  a  mottled 
brownish-grey  turkey  feather.  It  is  a  little  rough 
for   winging    purposes,    but    for    colour  and 


markings  I  think  some  of  these  turkey  feathers 
are  aU  that  can  be  desired.  The  female  March 
Brown  can  be  made  from  similar  materials,  but  a 
lighter  shade  of  feathers  should  be  selected,  and 
dressed  slightly  larger  than  the  male  fly.  Hook, 
No.  10  or  11.  Most  of  the  March  Browns  sold  are 
rather  small  for  our  north  country  streams,  and 
anglers  should  remember  when  dressing  or 
purchasing  this  fly  that  it  is  one  of  the  largest 
insects  that  is  found  on  our  rivers,  and  choose 
patterns  which  are  like  in  size  as  well  as 
colour. 

Greenwell's  Olory. — This  is  a  splendid  fly  for 
aU  our  northern  streams,  as  the  dressing  of  it 
approaches  in  appearance  many  of  our  natural 
duns,  and  the  fine  gold  thread  on  the  body 
renders  it  very  attractive.  Hackle,  furnace ; 
body,  pale  olive  silk  ribbed  closely  with  fine  gold 
thread ;  wings,  dark  starling  or  hen  blackbird. 
The  wings  should  be  tied  in  so  as  to  stand  up 
well ;  indeed,  the  fly  is  usually  dressed  with  the 
roots  of  the  wings  pointing  towards  the  bend  of 
the  hook,  then  stroked  back  and  divided  with  the 
tying  silk.    Hook,  No.  12  or  13. 

Woodcock  and  Hare's  Ear. — Whisks,  dark 
mallard,  having  a  turn  or  two  of  fine  flat  gold 
tinsel  at  the  roots  of  same.  The  body  is  made 
of  dubbing  composed  of  the  dark  fur  of  a  hare's 
ear  spun  on  well-waxed  silk  and  picked  oat  at  the 


shoulder  to  form  legs.  The  wings  are  made  from 
the  mottled  feather  of  a  woodcock's  wing.  Hook, 
No.  12  or  V.i.  By  varying  the  size  of  hook  this  fly 
will  kill  well  all  the  year  round. 

Coch-y-Bondhu. — This  lure  represente  a  small 
Vjeetle,  which  is  taken  greedily  by  the  trout,  and 
anglers  will  find  it  a  good  fly  to  fall  back  upon 
when  trout  are  rising  short.  The  body  must  be 
made  full  and  bushy  by  rolling  two  or  thrfe 
bronze  peacock  herls  on  together,  so  as  to  make 
a  rough  imitation  of  the  abdominal  part  of  a 
beetle.  The  legs  are  formed  of  a  dark  furnace 
hackle.   Hook,  No.  12. 

Yellow  Dun. — Whisks,  pale  olive  dyed  fibres 
from  cock's  hackle;  hackfe,  yellow  olive;  body, 
yellow  floss  ribbed  very  closely  with  pale  olive 
quill ;  wing,  light  starling,  dressed  so  as  to  have 
the  palest  side  of  the  feather  outermost.  Hooks, 
No.  12.  I  got  some  very  good  wings  from  the 
wing  feathers  of  a  pochard,  but  these  were  a  trifle 
coarse  in  the  fibre. 

Iron  Blue  Dun. — This  little  fly  is  a  great 
favourite  on  many  streams,  but  is  a  little  chap 
that  is  very  difiicult  to  copy,  owing  to  the  delicate 
shades  of  purple  and  claret  in  the  body  and 
wings.  Dark  blue  dun  hackles,  tinged  with 
claret  dye,  make  good  whisks  and  hackle.  The 
body  should  be  formed  of  quill  treated  in  the 
same  way.  The  wing  feathers  of  a  cock  black- 
bird do  well  for  winging  purposes.  Hook, 
No.  14. 

Black  and  Blue. — Hackle  and  whisks,  black ; 
wings,  starling ;  body,  black  floss  ribbed  with 
finest  flat  silver.  Instead  of  using  black  whisks, 
a  very  small  Indian  crow  feather  may  be  used  to 
form  a  small  red  tag.  This  last  dressing  is  a 
great  favourite  with  grayling  as  well  as  trout. 
Hook,  No.  13. 

Teal  and  Yellow. — This  fly  is  sometimes  called 
the  Professor  in  some  parte  of  Scotland.  Body, 
yellow  floss  i-ibbed  with  finest  gold  thread ; 
hackle,  bright  red  with  black  root ;  wing,  barred 
feather  of  the  teal.    Hook,  No.  12  or  13. 

Woodcock  and  Orange. — Hackle  and  whisks, 
red;  body,  orange  floss  ribbed  with  fine  gold 
thread;  wings  from  the  mottled  feather  of  a 
woodcock's  wing.    Hook,  No.  12. 

Wickham's  Fancy. — This  is  another  very  good 
fly  for  nearly  every  water.  Hackle  and  whisks,  red 
cock's  hackle ;  body,  gold  tinsel  laid  on  as  closely 
as  possible,  and  ribbed  with  the  red  hackle ; 
wings,  starling.  Hook,  No.  12  or  13.  Some- 
times a  landrail  feather  is  substituted  for  starling, 
and  I  am  inclined  to  favour  the  landrail  as  being 
the  deadlier  dressing.  This  fly,  when  dressed 
large,  is  perhaps  taken  for  one  of  the  sedges  or  a 
downwing  fly,  which  is  found  in  great  numbers 
on  certain  streams  about  the  beginning  of 
May. 

Beetle. — Fasten'  gut  on  hook,  then  lay  on  a  few 
slips  of  crow  feather,  with  the  root  ends  fastened 
in  at  the  bend  of  hook,  and  the  loose  pointe 
reaching  away  from  the  shank.  Take  one  or  two 
strands  of  peacock  and  black  ostrich  herls  mixed, 
and  twist  them  round  the  hook  from  near  the 
bend  to  past  the  middle  of  the  shank  so  as  to 
form  a  bulky  foundation  for  the  body.  Secure 
the  herls  in  their  place  by  winding  the  tying  silk 
over  them  trellis  fashion.  Care  must  be  taken  so 
as  to  form  a  rounded  back  without  filling  up  the 
bend  of  the  hook,  as  many  a  trout  may  escape  if 
this  is  not  looked  to.  Then  take  the  crow's 
feathers  by  the  fi-ee  ends,  and  stretch  them  firmly 
over  the  herl-covered  body  in  order  to  form  the 
wing  cases  or  shards.  Fasten  them  down  by  a 
turn  or  two  of  the  silk,  and  then  put  on  a  glossy 
black  cock's  hackle  at  the  shoulder.  Touch  up 
the  head,  and  coat  the  crow's  feathers  with  good 
shellac  varnish,  and  allow  it  to  dry  thoroughly. 
The  lustrous  black  hackles  from  a  cock  starling 
do  very  well  for  the  legs  of  small  beetles.  Hook, 
No.  12  or  13. 

Bed  Spider.— Body,  yellow  floss  silk,  ribbed 
with  fine  gold  thread.  A  red  cock's  hackle  should 
be  fastened  in,  and  wound  over  the  shoulder. 
Hook,  No.  12.  This,  if  I  i-emember  rightly,  is 
one  of  the  patterns  which  Mr.  Stewart  gives  in  his 
"  Practical  Angler."  It  is  a  very  good  patteni  to 
fish  in  rippling,  gravelly  streams  such  as  one  finds 
in  the  border  counties.  I  give  what  I  find  to  be 
the  best  sizes  of  hooks,  but  it  is  sometimes  profit- 
able to  use  them  a  little  larger,  especially  when 
the  water  is  rough  and  broken. 

Blackbebtle. 


Xo.  and 

Weight. 

Length. 

Letter, 

lb. 

Inches. 

4816a 

.  6i 

29 

4816a 

.  1 

...    15  . 

4817a 

4i  ... 

...    27  . 

4818a. 

.     1  ... 

...    14  . 

4819a 

3i  ... 

...    25  . 

t820A 

.  6 

...    30  . 

4821a. 

.  8 

...    32  . 

4822a 

6i 

...    32  . 

4823a. 

.    4i  ... 

...    26  . 

4824a. 

.  H  ... 

26  . 

i825A 

.  Ik 

,.   17  . 

4826a 

.  13i 

...    36  . 

4827a. 

.    li  ... 

...  I8i  . 

4828a. 

.     J  ... 

...   13  . 

4829a. 

...    30  . 

4830a. 

.  1 

...    16  . 

483U 

.  I 

...    17  . 

4832a. 

.     1  ... 

...    14  . 

4833a. 

.  4 

...    25  . 

Sex. 


These  fieh  were  marked 


Date. 
1900. 

HeD          March  13 

Hen          March  14 

Cook  ...    March  20 

Hen          March  20 

Cook  ...    March  21 

Hen          March  21 

Cock  ...  March  21 
Cook  ...    March  24 

Hen          March  24 

Hen          March  25 

Hen          March  26 

Cock  ...    March  27 

Hen          April  2... 

Hen          April  8  ... 

Hen          April  9  ... 

Kelt  trout    Cook  ...    April  12 

Ditto        ...    Hen          April  12 

Ditto         ...    Cock  ...    April  12 

Kelt  sahnon  ...    Hen          April  19 

The  whole  of  the  fish  seemed  healthy, 
by  T,  McCarthy,  Practical  Angler,  Wateryille,  co.  Kerry,  April 
accompanying  gentlemen  fishing. 


Conditicn. 

Kelt  salmon  . . 
Kelt  sea  tront.. 
Kelt  salmon  . . 
Kelt  aea  trout.. 
Kelt  salmon  .. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Kelt  sea  trout.. 
Kelt  salmon  . . 
Kelt  sea  trout.. 

Ditto 
Kelt  salmon 


Where  caught. 
Co.  Kerry. 

Lake  Currane  

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Waterville  Bridge . 
Lake  Currane  

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Waterville  Eiver . . . 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Waterville  Lake ... 


Where  liberated 

Lake  Currane. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Waterville  River. 
Lake  Currane. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Waterville  Eiver. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

30,  1900,  while 
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AN  EVENING'S  SPORT  IN  THE  FAR 
NORTH. 

To  obtain  such  local  information  in  regard  to 
the  snow  and  weather  conditions  as  will  enable 
him  to  hit  ofE  with  any  degi-ee  of  esactitune  the 
date  on  which  sport  will  commence  on  his 
water,  is  almost  an  impossibility  for  the 
lessee  of  an  ordinary  west  coast  of  Norway 
salmon  river. 

The  amount  of  snow  which  has  fallen  on  the 
f  jelds  in  generally  a  matter  of  common  knowledge, 
but  the  condition  thereof  (whether  well  settled 
down  and  not  likely  to  come  away  in  a  big,  dirty 
flood  at  the  first  rise  of  temperature  or  not)  is 
quite  another  thing,  while  the  weather  immediately 
before,  and  at  the  outset  of  the  recognised  angling 
season  is  a  very  potent  and  unknown  factor.  To 
rivers  in  the  far  north  these  remarks  apply  with 
stUl  greater  force,  and  the  man  who  is  able  at  the 
end  of  the  season  to  believe  that  he  made  the  very 
best  of  it,  that  he  arrived  only  a  day  or  two  before 
the  river  ran  into  order,  and  did  not  miss  a 
chance  at  the  first  run  of  fish,  may  be  con- 
gratulated upon  his  luck  rather  than  upon  his 
judgment. 

The  salmon  angling  season  in  Finmarkins  Amt 
is  short — not  more  than  two  months,  sometimes 
a  good  deal  less — and  most  of  the  heavy  fish  run 
at  the  beginning  of  that  period,  so  that  each  day 
not  utUized  then,  is  sure  to  detract  very  consider- 
ably from  the  total  bag.  On  the  other  hand  it  is 
uncommonly  poor  fun  hanging  about  one  of  these 
big  northern  streams  in  heavy  flood  for  many 
days  together;  the  country  round  is  desolate, 
the  inhabitants  abominably  dirty,  the  weather  is 
generally  abominable,  and  the  greatest  enthusiast 
cannot  always  be  overhauling  tackle  or  indulging 
in  flights  of  imagination  by  the  construction  of 
fearful  and  wonderful  insects. 

On  one  occasion  we  had  an  experience  in  this 
connection  which  we  are  not  likely  to  forget,  but 
although  the  preliminary  performances  were 
distinctly  trying  and  monotonous,  they  led  up 
to  a  first  day's  sport,  which  may,  perhaps,  be 
worth  describing. 

Being  anxious  to  be  in  good  time,  we  reached 
the  river  on  the  occasion  in  question  a  week 
before  June  20,  the  accepted  date  about  which 
an  average  season  was  supposed  to  commence ; 
but  instead  of  its  proving  an  early  one — as  was 
the  case  further  south,  it  turned  out  an  unusually 
late  year.  For  more  than  ten  days  after  our 
arrival  on  the  scene,  the  wind  blew  hard  from 
the  north,  frequently  rising  to  a  gale ;  lots 
of  snow  fell,  and  nearly  every  morning  the 
ground  was  covered  from  2in.  to  4in.  deep  right 
up  to  the  hut  door.  The  cold  weather,  of  course, 
prevented  any  great  rise  in  the  river,  and  we 
occasionally  ventured  forth  (clad  in  all  the 
garments  of  which  we  were  possessed)  to  try  our 
luck  on  some  of  the  pools  ;  but  it  was  chilly  work. 
Very  often  there  was  a  "sea"  on  as  nearly  to 
swamp  the  crank  Lapp  canoes,  and  the  only 
practical  result  was  a  few  kelts.  Then  one  day, 
to  our  infinite  joy,  the  wind  shifted,  the  snow 
ceased  to  descend,  the  reindeer  which  had  been 
grazing  round  in  the  valley  disappeared,  the 
temperature  rose  rapidly,  and  we  had  such  a  flood 
as  effectually  precluded  all  idea  of  fishing  for 
several  days.  At  last,  however,  having  used  up 
all  our  best  feathers  in  the  concoction  of  mon- 
strosities in  the  way  of  gigantic  flies,  and  having 
read  every  scrap  of  printed  matter  in  the  place, 
we  turned  out  in  desperation,  and  were  poled  up 
the  river  some  four  or  five  miles.  Every  cast  was 
ridiculously  high  and  quite  out  of  order,  top-flood 
pools  were  boiling  torrents  and  diflScult  even  to 
locate,  and  in  many  parts  the  river  was  at  least 
double  its  usual  width.  On  the  left  bank  the 
mountains  lay  at  a  short  distance  only  from  the 
stream,  and  the  tributaries  on  that  side,  therefore, 
at  that  time  of  the  year  discharged  volumes  of 
dirty  ice-cold  water.  But  for  miles  back  on  the 
opposite  shore  the  country  consisted  of  compara- 
tively flat  moorland,  with  considerable  lakes  here 
and  there.  Ah  a  consequence,  the  water  in  the 
confluents  became  silted  and  warmed,  and  much 
more  attractive  to  salmon  ascending  the  main 
river.  After  trying  all  sorts  of  queer  nooks  and 
comers  and  side  streams  without  seeing  a  sign 
of  a  fish,  we  arrived  at  a  great  pool  situated 
immediately  V^low  the  entrance  of  a  tributary  on 
the  right  bank,  and  within  an  English  mile  of  the 
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hut,  and  here  we  landed  to  rest  the  boatmen  and 
to  smoke  the  pipe  of  patience.  The  tributary 
was  much  swollen,  and  discharged  such  a  volume 
of  clear  moss-brown  water  with  such  impetus  and 
force  that  for  several  hundred  yards  down  the 
main  river,  except  a  narrow  streak  on  the  opposite 
side,  was  of  quite  a  respectable  colour.  We  were 
ruefully  contemplating  the  seething  surface  of 
the  big  pool,  and  thinking  what  a  chance  we 
should  have  had  if  it  had  been  about  6ft. 
lower,  when  a  shout  f.iom  one  of  the  Lapps 
attracted  our  attention. 

Between  the  extreme  tail  of  the  pool  proper 
and  the  head  of  the  next  rapid  a  broad  rock- 
bound  shallow  extended  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, for  a  distance  of  200yds.,  and  upon  this 
piece  of  water  (hitherto  considered  as  sacred  to 
the  wily  grayling)  the  interest  of  the  two  nomads 
seemed  to  be  centered.  And  small  wonder,  for 
they  had  apparently  just  seen  several  salmon 
show  in  it,  and  were  satisfied  that  a  shoal  had 
just  arrived  from  the  fjord,  and  were  resting  in 
the  warm  brown  water  discharged  by  the  tribu- 
tary before  pursuing  their  way  to  the  upper 
waters. 

Joy!  as  we  gazed  out  across  the  broad  stream, 
a  heavy  fish  rolled  up,  displaying  a  broad  and  fan- 
like tail,  and  within  half  a  minute  a  more  actively 
inclined  individual,  clad  in  scale  armour  of 
burnished  silver,  threw  himself  high  in  air  a  little 
lower  down.  In  a  trice  the  canoe  was  afloat,  the 
Lapp  in  the  stern  sinked  his  broad  spade-shaped 
paddle,  the  one  in  the  bows  a  pair  of  short  sculls, 
and  we  proceeded  to  let  out  line  on  the  two 
powerful  herling  rods,  to  which  were  attached  a 
spoon  and  a  4in.  fly,  all  red,  orange,  and  tinsel, 
with  crests,  tippets  and  jungle  cocks  ad  infinitum. 
It  was  just  six  o'clock,  the  sun,  which  had  been 
hidden  all  afternoon  behind  clouds,  broke  forth, 
and  beneath  its  welcome  rays  the  foam  flecks 
danced  merrily  along.  Yes,  certainly  the  newly 
constituted  "cast"  looked  decidedly  fishy  when 
its  suificient,  but  comparatively  easy-flowing 
gentle  current;  with  its  surface  broken  at 
frequent  intervals  by  eddies  formed  by  the  numer- 
ous submerged  rocks ;  and  with  its  6ft.  to  12ft. 
or  so  of  depth. 

The  fly  first  attracted  attention,  and  a  huge 
boil  in  its  near  neighbourhood  looked  like  business ; 
but  the  event  did  not  come  off,  and  beyond  a 
slight  curve  of  the  rod  there  was  no  further  result. 
But  the  boatmen  had  hardly  time  to  express 
their  disappointment  when  the  reel  on  the  spoon 
rod  began  to  revolve  with  truly  alarming  rapidity. 
Seizing  it  hurriedly,  we  had  our  thick  double 
gloves  cut  throug  in  an  instant,  and  then,  to  the 
infinite  delight  of  the  Lapps,  a  fine  fish  threw 
himself  high  out  of  the  water,  about  150yds.  off. 
He  was  on  for  twenty  minutes,  and  during  his 
erratic  progress  throughout  the  pool  seemed  to 
cause  general  discomfort  and  annoyance  among 
his  brethren,  who  testified  their  disgust  by  jump- 
ing in  all  directions.  At  last,  however,  it  seemed 
sate  to  land,  and,  from  a  convenient  rock,  one  of 
the  Lapps  gaffed  out  the  first  fish  of  the  season — 
a  321b.  cock,  covered  with  sea-lice. 

To  attempt  to  give  details  of  that  grand 
evening's  sport  would  be  tedious,  and  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  say  that  until  midnight  our  hands 
were  very  fully  employed  indeed.  The  Lapps  had 
been  right  as  to  the  presence  of  a  run  of  fresh 
fish,  and  almost  as  soon  as  one  was  landed  or  lost 
another  took  the  fly  or  spoon,  the  latter  for  choice. 
Being  unsettled  and  in  playful  mood,  they  did 
take  in  very  deadly  fashion;  seeing,  moreover, 
that  there  were  plenty  about,  and  lots  of  fun,  at 
any  rate,  to  be  had,  we  gave  each  fish  the  butt  as 
soon  as  hooked,  and  played  them  all  very  hard. 
As  a  consequence,  out  of  thirty-seven  salmon 
actually  hooked  during  that  very  lively  six  hours, 
only  fourteen  were  landed ;  but  none  weighed 
less  than  161b.,  and  the  largest  pulled  down  the 
spring  balance  to  351b.  Rugde. 


GOOD  SPORT  ON  LOCH  LOCHY. 


Mk.  BvKEs-LEAKJi,  who  last  week  caught  the 
llilb.  trout  in  Loch  Lochy,  is  still  having  good 
sport.  In  five  day's  fishing  he  got  twenty-six 
trout :  101b.,  81b.,  6ilb.,  S.^lb.,  three  of  41b.,  one  of 
31b.,  three  of  2ilb.,  five  of  21b.,  six  of  lib.,  three  of 
jib.,  one  of  ilb. ;  total,  71  Jib. ;  a  fine  Salmo  ferox 
of  131b.,  and  a  pike  of  81b. ;  total  weight  of  fish, 
92ilb. 
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THE  LIFE  AND  TIMES  OF  QUEEN 
VICTORIA. 


Messes.  Cassell  and  Co.  have  sent  us  No.  l 
of  what  promises  to  be  a  very  interesting  work 
on  the  "  Life  and  Times  of  Queen  Yictoria."  The 
first  half  of  the  work  will  consist  of  a  new  and 
original  account  of  the  personal  and  family  life 
of  the  Queen,  specially  written  for  Messrs. 
Cassell  by  the  late  Mrs.  Oliphant,  who  was  a 
personal  friend  of  the  Queen,  and  a  very  able  aog 
gi-aceful  writer.  The  second  half  is  a  carefiffl 
revised  re-issue  of  Mr.  Robert  Wilson's  "  Longfl 
Reign  in  History."  B 

The  work  will  be  profusely  illustrated  witF 
Rembrandt  photogravures  and  other  illustrations 
It  wiU  be  completed  in  twenty-nine  parts  at  6 
each. 


SOME  MISTAKES. 


Anglers,  like  poets,  are  born,  not  made.  This, 
so  far  as  poets  are  concerned,  is  an  exceedingly 
fortuitous  circumstance,  for  which  we  should  be 
devoutly  thankful.  It  is  also  a  subject  of  pro- 
found congratulation  that  aU  mankind  are  not 
anglers,  and  that  all,  except  a  certain  section  of 
those  who  conceive  the  idea  that  they  will  foUo^v 
in  the  footsteps  of  Izaak  Walton,  find  the  path  he 
trod  so  exceedingly  difficult  to  negotiate  that 
they  speedily  deviate  from  it  into  some  less 
arduous  highway  of  sport.  Indeed,  looking  at 
the.  numerous  pitfalls  with  which  the  path  of  a 
novice  is  beset,  the  mistakes  which  he  must 
necessarily  make,  and  the  disheartening  failures 
he  must  sustain,  before  he  can  consider  himself 
an  expert,  it  is  a  matter  of  wonder  to  me 
personally  that  anglers  are  so  numerous.  Yet 
perhaps  after  all  it  is  no  such  great  matter  of 
wonder,  for,  looking  back  on  a  fairly  long  career, 
which  commenced  before  a  large  number  of  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  were  born,  it  always 
seems  to  me  that  the  memory  of  the  successes 
which  followed  on  failures  were  even  pleasantei 
days  than  the  days  of  big  catches,  and  the  feelint: 
of  triumph  which  such  feats  naturally  produce 
The  novice  who  goes  a-fishing  nowadays  and 
imagines  that  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  bait  his  hook, 
cast  it  into  a  hole  or  eddy  and  catch  fish,  is  a  very 
mistaken  individual,  who  would  be  bettei*  employed 
in  some  more  useful  occupation. 

Fish,  except  they  are  in  a  mad  biting  mood,  are 
creatures  with  the  bump  of  caution  exceedingly 
well  developed,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  aif 
constantly  harried  all  through  the  legitimate 
season  and  otherwise  renders  them  additionally 
suspicious,  and  often  prevents  the  young  angler 
from  catching  them ;  and  not  only  this,  but  other 
causes,  some  of  a  subtle  nature,  which  he  will  do 
well  to  study  closely  and  attentively,  and,  a>- 
failure  assails  him,  to  make  his  deductions  and 
apply  them  to  his  own  advantage  and  future 
profit.  As  a  case  in  point,  and  I  am  compelled 
by  the  exigencies  of  space  to  make  a  judicious 
selection  from  a  subject  so  full  of  infinite 
possibilities,  where  does  a  greater  crop  of  errors 
occur  than  in  the  use  or  misuse  of  the  hook-bait  r 
Here  want  of  success  is  frequently  the  result 
of  the  young  angler's  thoughtlessness  rather  than 
a  lack  of  knowledge.  Times  out  of  number  I  have 
been  amused  to  meet  some  of  these  careless 
fellows,  well  provided  with  the  right  sort  of  bait, 
but  who  have  shown  that  they  were  palpably 
ignorant  of  the  proper  method  of  using  it,  or  bow 
to  make  it  look  as  natural  as  possible  in  the 
water.  For  instance,  no  greater  mistake  can 
possibly  be  committed  than  to  put  a  too  large 
worm  on  a  too  small  hook.  In  this  case  the  hook 
has  to  be  pushed  through  and  through  the  wor 
in  order  to  make  it  at  all  effective,  a  pr 
which  does  not  add  to  its  vitality,  and  in  a 
short  time  reduces  it  to  the  semblance  of  a  lum 
of  dead  meat.  Now,  here  are  two  little  hints 
which  are  worth  noting.  First,  the  worm  should 
be  approximated  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  size 
and  length  of  the  hook;  and  secondly,  it  is  a 
mistake  to  always  fish  in  mid-water  with  a  worm. 
Some  perch  fishermen  swear  by  all  the  saints  in 
their  calendar  that  they  catch  all  their  best  perch  in 
mid-water.  They  may  possibly  do  so,  but  my 
experience  has  always  been  that  the  largest  peirli 
are  found  on  the  ground.  To  gain  some  idea  ot 
how  fish  feed,  a  useful  half  hour  may  be  spent  in 
watching  the  inmates  of  a  large  aquarium,  and 
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BURBERRYS'  ANGLING  OUTFIT. 

This  FiahiDg  OutBt  consists  of  a  '•  Coit-waistooat  '  and  a  Gabardine  Over-all.  The  Coat-waiatcoat  -made  of  either  lliomespun  (lined  urbcr  Hilk,  with  Hilk  Bleevef;  or  Uab»rdirie  (lined  camel  hair, 
with  cardigan  sleeres)— has  in  front  six  pockets,  conveniently  placed  for  carrying  everything  essential  without  the  usual  impedimenta,  the  two  lower  pockets  expanding,  take  a  lot  of  fllling  At 
the  bacl:  is  a  lirge  detachable  mackintosh  pocket  for  carrying  flsh,  which  can  be  tamed  inside  out  and  washed.  The  "  Coat-waistcoat "  is  worn  either  in  conjunction  with  tho  "Over-all  "or  each 
separately.  Waders  brace  over  tho  waistcoat,  and,  if  raining,  the  "  Over-all,"  irbich  is  loose  anil  fres  fitting,  gives  complete  proteoiion.  If  not  required  it  packs  easily  Into  the  pocket.  The  freest 
and  most  conveniently  complete  Weatherproof  Outtlt  for  Ashing. 


"  COAT-WAISTCOAT,"  showuig  arrangement  of  pockets.       "COAT-WAISTCOAT."  showing  detachable  pocket  for  flsh  carrying.  FISHING  "  OVER-ALL." 

"00"  Price  Lists,  Patterns,  and  Designs  Post  Free,  or  Garments  may  be  seen  at  our  authorised  Agents,  or  at— 

BURBERRYS,  30,  hayiviarket,  London,  and  Basingstoke. 

PT\      TliT  A  T  T  f\ftTY       SCOTT    STREET,    Manufacturer   of   every    description  of 
I  I       lirl   11   I  ■  I  ■!  II  I  H  FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  ail  parts 

•  JJt  jjJlJXIAIJxJxJLLj        PERTH.  oftheworid. 

Superior  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Greenheapt  RODS. 

Unsnrpassed  for  superiority  of  workmanship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


MAI  I  nPU'C   Patent  FLY  CASE  for  Salmon. 

mnUUUUn  O   Orilse,  Sea  Xrout,  and  Eyed  FUes  |V|A|  I  HPI-I'Q   <^°'d    Medal    SALMON  and 

of  all  sizes.    Handy  and  compact.   Each  fly  secured  llini_l_UOn  O   TBOUT  BEELS,  unsurpassed 

The  only  pertecV  Casting  Bee!  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds  of  Coarse    by  neat  and  effective  arrangement.   Large  assortment  for  durability  and  flnish,  easy  and  comfortable  to 

Fishing.  Unsurpassed  tor  long  distance  casting.   Simple  and  easy  to  learn.                                of  sizes  to  choose  from.  work. 

MALLOCH'S    ^^^^      Medal  SALMOX 


GBILSE,  and  SEA  TBOUT 
FLIES. 


MAI  I  nrH'C   Gold    Medal    EIVEB  and 
ITIMLL.Ul,/n  O   LOCH  FLIES,  Eyed  or  on 
Out. 

MAI  I  nrU'C    Sold    Medal  FLOATIN» 
ITInL.l.UOn  O   TROUT  FLIES    with  Up- 
right Wings. 

Most  ExteEjlve  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Patterns, 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Bivers  and  Lochs,  all  Neatly  and  Beautifully  Tied. 


3CX.I--Crsrr»-A.TE:X>    XiXarrS    FftSS.  Telegrams: 
A.WA.Iir>ED      TICN      OOI:.r>     AivD     OXHER     MEDALS      FOR  EXCELLENCE 


MALLOCH,  PERTH." 


TA.CKLE. 

[2J 
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uoting  when,  how,  and  with  what  ease  they  pick 
up  their  food.  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  assumed 
from  what  I  have  said  that  fish  are  creatures  of  a 
very  highly  developed  instinct,  but  there  is  no 
gainsaying  the  fact  that  they  possess  an  amount 
of  instinct,  or,  if  you  like,  comprehension ,  suffi- 
cient for  protective  purposes.  Every  angler  must 
have  noticed  this,  and  when  a  worm  goes  for  a 
stroll  along  the  banks  of  a  stream  and  tumbles  or 
rolls  in,  it  does  not  float  along  at  a  fixed  depth, 
bat,  dependent  upon  the  strength  of  the  cuiTent, 
eventually  sinks  to  the  bottom,  and,  if  it  does  not 
happen  to  be  summarily  snapped  up,  may  be  seen 
squirming  and  wriggling  about  as  a  protest 
against  its  involuntary  bath.  This  is  the  invari- 
able habit  of  all  kinds  of  worms,  from  brandlings 
to  lobs,  and  the  perch  is  qaite  as  well  aware  of 
the  fact  as  the  best  informed  angler  who  seeks  to 
effect  his  capture. 

The  sight  of  a  worm  floating  along  at  one 
undeviating  depth  (very  often  with  a  wobbling 
float),  more  especially  if  it  is  accompanied  with 
two  or  three  shots  fixed  rather  close  to  the  hook 
— a  most  absurd  practice — is  only  too  often  pro- 
ductive of  suspicion  in  the  piscina  mind,  and  is 
calculated  to  send  the  perch,  &c.,  off  to  seek  safer 
quarters,  which  will  not  happen  if  the  worm  is 
allowed  to  rest  on  the  bottom.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  tyro  may  fail  to  hit  the  happy  mean, 
and  use  a  too  small  bait  on  a  hook  three  sizes  too 
large  for  it.  What  is  a  more  unsightly  object 
than  a  bunch  of  four  or  five  mutilated  gentles  on 
a  No.  6  or  7  hook  ?  Repulsive  as  it  appears  to 
us,  and  much  as  it  may  affect  our  aesthetic 
susceptibilities,  the  effect  on  the  fish  in  very  fine 
water  cannot  be  considered  tempting,  and  they 
are  very  fond  of  annexing  the  insides  of  the 
squirming  gentles,  and  leaving  nothing  but  the 
husks  on  the  hook  for  the  puzzled  angler  to  gape 
at.  In  fact,  as  the  shank  is  quite  bare  before 
many  minutes  have  passed,  it  must  make  them 
think  twice  before  they  can  sum  up  sufficient 
courage  to  attack  such  a  lure.  The  hook  that  I 
have  j  ust  mentioned  is  the  right  number  for  a 
good-sized  worm,  but  next  to  useless  for  gentles. 
Here,  however,  the  tyro  must  not  be  discouraged 
because  he  cannot  claim  all  the  monopoly  of 
mistakes  over  his  elders.  A  friend  of  mine  tells  a 
somewhat  laughable  story  concerning  an  angler 
who  posed  as  an  authority  on  roach  fishing.  He 
was  busy  correcting  a  proof  of  an  article  on 
legering  for  roach;  presently,  looking  up  from 
his  proof  slip,  remarked,  "  Oh,  I  say,  what  sized 
bait  would  you  use  for  roach  on  a  leger  about  the 
size  of  a  shilling  ?  "  The  idiocy  of  the  question 
was,  however,  capped  by  the  reply  of  my  friend, 
who  replied,  "  Shilling  be  hanged ;  no  earthly 
good.  Half  a  quartern  loaf  would  be  nearer  the 
proper  size."  The  author,  however,  saw  that  he 
was  being  laughed  at,  went  to  the  other  extreme, 
and  substituted  a  peUet  the  size  of  a  pea 
for  his  original  shilling  idea.  In  this  connection, 
however,  some  anglers  possess  a  decided 
vein  of  originality,  and  endeavour  to  employ 
pellets  of  paste  suitable  to  the  mouths  of  the 
roach  that  the  swim  contains,  the  results  of  which 
are  often  very  instructive.  Again,  I  once  met  an 
enthusiastic  pike  fisherman  at  S.,  who  informed 
me  that  he  was  live-baiting.  He  had  certainly  a 
very  nice  outfit  for  the  purpose  so  far  as  his  rod, 
reel,  and  float  were  concerned,  but  I  felt  slightly 
sceptical  with  respect  to  the  strict  accuracy  of 
his  gratuitous  information.  When  he  pulled 
up  his  tackle  to  make  another  cast,  I  discovered 
that  he  was  using  a  dead  bait  threaded  on  to  a 
heavy  double  gorge  hook,  which  he  had  attached 
to  the  trace,  and  was  permitting  it  to  rest  perdu 
in  mid-water.  With  respect  to  the  question  of 
hooks,  I  have  frequently  heard  some  anglers  state 
in  all  seriousness  that  nsh  take  no  notice  of  hooks. 
This  is  quite  a  mistaken  idea,  for  I  am  perfectly 
certain  that  the  size  of  the  hook  is  an  important 
factor  to  success  in  angling.  If  this  was  not  so, 
why  is  it  that  so  many  old  and  clever  anglers — 
men  whose  names  are  almost  household  words 
in  the  angling  world — are  so  particular  on  this 
point,  and  take  such  infinite  pains  and  trouble 
not  only  to  hide  the  hook  from  the  gaze  of  the 
fiah,  but  also  to  colour  the  shank  to  a  tint 
which  shall  assimilate  closely  to  that  of  the 
bait?  Many  worm  fishermen  make  the  shanks 
of  their  hooks  a  resplendent  vermilion  with 
sealing  wax  dissolved  in  methylated  spirit ;  and 
anglers  for  roach  avail  themselves  for  the  same 
purpose  of  the  tints  afforded  by  the  numerous 


quick  drying  enamels  which  are  put  on  the 
market  for  household  decoration.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  care  expended  on  suiting  gut  to 
match  the  shade  of  water — sorrel  in  a  flood,  or 
when  a  river  is  still  out  of  order ;  blue  when  the 
stream  is  fast  clearing,  but  is  not  yeit  what 
is  known  as  "  gin  fine,"  or  a  delicate  mignonette 
when  its  transparency  is  of  the  aforesaid  fineness, 
woiild  be  so  much  labour  lost  if  it  was  unnecessary 
to  take  any  precautions  to  conceal  the  hook.  Of 
the  two,  I  believe  that  it  is  far  more  necessary  to 
disabuse  the  mind  of  the  fish  that  the  tempting 
morsel  which  has  been  sent  floating  down  for  its 
delectation  is  devoid  of  any  such  a  dangerous 
addition  as  a  hook  than  it  is  to  be  so  exceedingly 
particular  over  the  colour  of  the  gut  length  on  to 
which  it  is  bound,  for,  considering  the  wonderful 
fineness  to  which  gut  is  now  reduced,  the  latter 
can  have  very  little  effect  either  plain  or  coloured 
on  the  fish,  unless  it  is  that  when  immersed  in 
water  it  assumes  a  totally  different  size  and 
appearance  to  what  it  does  when  we  are  examining 
it  out  of  that  element.  When  using  pure  natural 
gut  one  has  to  put  up  with  the  glitter  it  gives  off, 
and  which  is  probably  worse  than  having  it 
coloured. 

This,  however,  is  a  point  on  which  opinions 
greatly  differ.  Some  day,  when  science  has  so 
perfected  its  arrangements  that  we  have  solved 
the  difficulties  of  aerial  navigation,  and 
astronomers  have  consummated  and  attained  their 
cherished  dream  of  signalling  to  Mars,  and  have 
achieved  a  few  other  things  which  are  as  yet 
regarded  as  impossibilities,  we  may  in  the  interim 
have  made  such  researches  with  respect  to  the 
minds  of  the  lower  creatures  that  we  shrill  be  able 
to  gauge  even  the  thoughts  and  sensations  of 
fishes,  and  act  accordingly.         Old  Angler. 


NEARLY  A  CASUS  BELLI. 


He  lay  poised  a  few  inches  from  the  pebbly  bsd 
of  the  stream,  placidly  stemming  the  quiet,  clear 
current,  which,  warmed  agreeably  by  the  bright 
June  sunshine,  slid  gently  and  soothingly  over 
his  shapely  form,  a  noble  specimen  of  his  kind, 
long  in  body,  yet  well  filled  out  and  comely,  with 
tapering  head  and  transparent  fins,  and  seemingly 
full  of  content  with  his  lot,  for  he  scarcely 
stirred.  Flies  drifted  helplessly  over  his  head, 
but  he  regarded  them  not  (having  dined  well  off 
fat  May  Flies  earlier  in  the  day),  and,  save  for  a 
slight  vibration  of  his  tail,  and  the  gentle  heave 
of  his  gills,  joxi  would  have  thought  him  lifeless. 
He  paid  no  more  attention  to  the  swallow  that 
flashed  by  over  him,  or  the  splashing  of  some 
noisy  dace  a  little  way  above  him,  than  he  did  to 
the  presence  of  the  two  beings  who  gazed  intently 
at  him  over  the  parapet  of  the  old  grey  stone 
bridge,  under  which  he  had  his  retiring  place  in 
times  of  danger,  or  when  the  biting  easterly  winds 
raffled  the  even  tenor  of  his  disposition. 

One  of  these  beings  was  an  ordinary  mortal 
male  man  thing,  clad  in  rough  tweeds,  and  booted 
with  more  regard  to  rough  walking  than 
elegance,  and  holding  a  slender  rod  in  his  hand. 
His  bronzed,  good-looking  visage  wore  at  the 
moment  a  rather  acid  expression,  as  if  things 
had  gone  somewhat  amiss  with  him.  The  other 
— surely  she  must  be  a  wood  nymph  come  to 
bear  him  sweet  companionship !  But  no !  No 
nymph  ever  displayed  such  a  I'avishing  costume 
of  white  pique,  such  a  hat  by  Redfern,  or  such 
dainty  bronzed  shoes  as  those  with  which  this 
divinity  tapped  impatiently  against  the  wall  of 
the  old  bridge. 

"If  you  can't  catch  him,"  the  divinity  was 
saying,  "  what's  the  use  of  stopping  here  any 
longer  P  You  know  you  have  to  go  to  Hazel- 
wood  this  afternoon,  and  you'll  lose  your  train 
if  we  don't  go  home  to  lunch  now.  Have  you 
tried  all  your  flies  P  " 

"  Tried  'em  P  I  should  think  so.  Been  through 
two  fly  books  and  never  budged  him — sulky 
beggar.  Well,  if  you  are  tired  of  it,  we  must 
go,  I  suppose.    I'll  have  him  some  day,  I  fancy." 

"Stubbs  says,"  quoth  the  fair  one,  sagely, 
"  that  he  catches  all  his  fish  with  worms,  and  that 
flies  aren't  in  it." 

"  Stubbs  be — well,  excommunicated,"  says  the 
tweed-clad  one.  "  If  1  catch  the  old  rascal 
neglecting  the  gardens  to  go  about  poaching  with 
worm  tackle,  I'D  make  it  warm  for  him.  Well, 
let's  be  going  to  lunch,  it  only  aggravates  me  to 


look  at  that  precious  fish  day  after  day,  and  not 
be  able  to  catch  him." 

*  #  *  *  * 

Lunch  is  over.  The  lord  and  master  has 
departed,  still  in  rather  a  cross  mood,  to  his 
magistrates'  meeting  at  Hazelwood,  and  the 
partner  of  his  joys — the  fair  vision  that  stood 
beside  him  on  the  bridge  this  morning— is  alone. 
Alone,  but  not  disconsolate.  Why  does  a  roguish 
smile  overspread  that  guileless  countenance  ? 
Why,  towards  evening,  doth  she  hie  gleefully  to 
the  venerable  Stubbs  as  he  works  in  the  gardens, 
and  hold  secret  council  with  him,  the  upshot  of 
which  is  that  the  said  Stubbs  brings  forth  from 
his  cottage  an  ancient  but  sturdy  rod  and  line,  and 
demonstrates  the  proper  and  skilful  use  of  the 
same  to  his  fair  listener  P  Can  it  be  there  is  a 
conspiracy  hatching  against  the  life  of  the  gallant 
trout  still  basking  in  the  fast  westering  sun  by 
the  old  bridge  yonder  ?  It  looks  like  it.  Still 
more  so  now,  as  a  white  figure  flits  across  the  park 
in  the  direction  of  the  bridge,  carrying  the 
aforesaid  rod  and  line,  and  a  pillbox  with  three 
fat  worms  inside  it.  There  is  a  lapse  of  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  or  so,  then  back  flits  the  white  form, 
this  time  bearing  in  addition  a  longish  object 
wrapped  in  grass.  The  fell  deed  is  done,  and  the 
big  4-pounder  that  remained  obdurate  to  the 
seductions  of  the  choicest  flies  that  could  be  deftly 
cast  up  to  him  has  in  an  incautious  moment  (and 
such  oscasions  are  not  without  parallel)  succumbed 
to  the  wiles  of  a  woman,  and  his  place  in  the 
stream  will  know  him  no  more. 

With  the  growing  twilight  comes  the  rattle  of 
dogcart  wheels,  and  the  head  of  the  house  drives 
up  to  the  door,  tired  and  dusty,  and  ravenous  for 
his  dinner.  But  an  hour  or  so  spent  in  the  cool 
dining-room,  and  a  cigar  on  the  terrace  outside  in 
the  calm  of  the  evening,  with  the  divinity  by  his 
side,  wonderfully  smooths  off  the  rough  edges  of 
his  disposition,  and  tends  to  make  him  peaceable 
and  philosophical.  Anon  he  glances  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  bridge.  At  last,  knocking  the  ash  off 
his  cigar,  he  rises,  and  says,  half  shamefacedly : 

"  I  believe,  dear,  before  it  gets  too  dark,  I'll  try 
and  put  a  fly  over  that  blessed  trout  again.  I 
might  get  him  to  rise  to  a  Coachman  just  before 
dusk.  I  don't  believe  it's  possible  to  get  him  in 
the  daytime  when  it's  so  bright.  I  only  hope  no 
one  has  got  him  while  I  was  away." 

Why  does  the  fair  one  now  quake  ?  Is  it 
because  a  fear  seizes  her  that  her  exploit  may  be 
regarded  in  a  very  different  light  after  all  to 
that  in  which  its  commission  was  so  lightly 
conceived  ?    She  says  rather  falteringly  : 

"  Oh  !  by-the-bye,  dear,  I  heard — that  is — some- 
one said  that — that  someone  came  along  this 
afternoon,  and — caught  him  with  a  worm." 

"  They  did,  did  they,  eh  P "  roars  out  the 
aggravated  squire ;  "  I'U  be  bound,  then,  it's  that 
infer — I  mean  wretched — old  Stubbs.  Always 
sneaking  about  with  that  disgraceful  old  rod  and 
float  tackle  of  his.  The  old  poacher!  By  Jove! 
I'll  have  no  more  of  it — he  goes,  that's  flat.  I'll 
discharge  him  to-morrow."  Then,  in  a  widely 
different  tone,  "  Why,  Lena,  dearest,  whatever' s 
the  matter  ?  " 

For  there  is  a  very  flushed,  lovely  face  turned 
to  him,  and  two  dark  grey  eyes  liquid  with  the 
gathering  tears,  and  a  trembling  little  hand  is  on 
his  coat  sleeve. 

"Oh!  Edward,  I  only  meant  it  as  a — a — 
jo— 0 — ke!  It  wasn't  Stubbs — it  was  me.  I 
thought  that  old  fish  bothered  you  so  that  it 
would  be  so  funny  to  catch  him  when  you  couldn't; 
and  I  borrowed  old  Stubbs's  strong  rod — yours 
are  such  thin,  silly  little  things  to  pull  out  a  big  fish 
like  that-  -and  I  went  down  and  caught  him  almost 
directly,  and  pulled  him  right  out  all  by  myself 
on  to  the  bank  !  And  I  was  so  proud, 
though  just  a  wee  bit  frightened  too— he  jumped 
about  on  the  grass  so  dreadfully,  poor  thing ! 
Oh  !  I  do  ho — 0 — o— pe  you  don't— don't — mind 
very  much." 

"  Well — hum !  I  don't  mind  so  much  as  all  that, 
perhaps ! " 

"Oh!  but  (boo-hoo)  you  called  me  an  old 

Foacher — or  said  something  just  like  it  (boo-hoo). 
think  you  ought  to  apologise." 
"  Lena,  we'll  say  no  more  about  it.   Only  don't, 
please,  go  catching  my  best  trout  surreptitiously 
with  worms  any  more." 

"  Oh,  no  !  I  never  will."  And  more  she  does,  or 
wishes  to.   And  so  there  is  peace.       C.  H.  T. 
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MANCHESTER  FISHERY 
EXHIBITION. 


I       The  first  "  fishery "  exhibition  ever  held  in 
I    Manchester  was  opened  on  Monday  last  by  Capt. 
\    Ormrod,  of  the  Wyresdale  Fishery,  Scorton, 
I    Garstang,  Lancashire.    It  will  remain  open  until 
!    Satiirday   evening,   May   2Gth.     The  scheme 
I    originated  from  that  well-known  Manchester  club, 
i    the  Moss  Side  Social  Anglers.    A  committee  was 
formed,  and  notices  sent  out  inviting  exhibits. 
The  Palatine  Hotel  was  selected  for  the  display. 
Had  the  executive  thought  that  the  exhibits 
would  have  literally  "  poured  in  "  upon  them  in 
such  profusion,  a  larger  place  would  have  been 
provided.  However,  the  coui-teous  manager  of  the 
Palatine  (Mr.  E.  R.  Ives)  exerted  himself  to  the 
utmost  in  giving  every  assistance  in  his  power. 
Two  rooms  opening  into  each  other  were  devoted 
to  the  "  show."    The  largest  room  for  cases  of 
fish,  pictures,  ike,  and  the  smaller  room  entirely 
devoted  to  Captain  Ormrod's  magnificent  collec- 
tion, trout-breeding  apparatus,  and  tanks  of  live 
fish.    When,  on  Saturday  evening  last,  I  visited 
the  Palatine,  "chaos"  reigned.    Plumbers,  car- 
penters, and  a  band  of  willing  workers  were  busily 
engaged,  and  by  the  time  for  opening  all  was 
'•  order." 

It  would  be  impossible  to  enumerate  the  500 
exhibits  in  the  great  hall.  (A  notice  of  them  will 
appear  later.)  Without  a  doubt  it  was  the 
grandest  display  I  have  ever  seen  outside  of 
London.  Captain  Ormrod's  room  consisted  of  a 
couple  of  splendid  Russian  fresh-water  sturgeon, 
and  the  golden  orfe  were  universally  admired,  as 
also  were  the  Mexican  axilots.  There  were  fish  in 
every  stage — that  is.  ova,  fry,  alevins,  and  two- 
year-olds.  Some  of  the  ova  was  kept  back  in 
extra  cold  water,  and  will  hatch  during  the 
exhibition ;  in  fact,  it  has  already  commenced. 

There  are  about  5000  or  6000  fry  (feeding  fry) 
which  will  be  presented  to  the  Moss  Side  Socials 
"  when  the  exhibition  is  over.    Tanks  for  carrying 
live  fish  of  all  sorts,  including  conical,  perfection, 
barrel,  glass  carboy,  &c.,  were  on  view,  as  also 
some  very  pretty  water  colours  and  other  pictures 
of  Wyresdale  and  district  round,   showing  the 
streams  where  the  wild  trout,  &c.,  are  kept,  and 
an  engraving  of  Landseer's  picture  of  an  otter 
with  a  fish.    The  tanks  and  aquariums  (all  in 
good  working  order)  contained  king  carp,  bronzed 
carp.  English  tench,  chub,  eels,  gold  fish,  and  some 
excellent  specimens  of  Japanese  gold  fish.  The 
list  of  cases  consisted  of  the  "  Enemies  of  Fish  "  : 
kingfishers,  common  heron,  common  or  brown 
rats  with  brown  trout,  otter  with  rainbow  trout, 
..  kingfishers,  goosanders,  waterbens  (coote),  Kitti- 
:  wake  gulls,   golden-eyed  duck,   common  gull, 
"  gannett,  black-backed  gull.  Great  Northern  diver, 
cormorant,  crested  shag,  eider  duck,  shieldrake, 
cases  of  gulls  (various),  and  pair  of  longtailed 
~   duck.    Then  there  were  grayling,  rainbow  trout, 
brown  trotit  (3),  Lochleven  trout,  king  carp,  pike 
(weight  18ilb.),  barbel,  bream,  Russian  sturgeon, 
and  Salmo  feroy. 

Dr.  Chapman  presided  at  the  luncheon  (splen- 
didly served  by  Host  Ives),  supported  by  Capt. 
Ormrod  and  Mr.  Cadman.  In  addition  to  many 
members  of  the  Press  (amongst  whom  were 
Messrs.  Walbran,  Smeeth,  De  Boinville,  &c.,)  were 
Messrs.  Andrew  Henry,  Roach,  Harkness,  Tate, 
Rathbone,  Prax,  and  many  members  of  the 
executive  council.  Dr.  Chapman  proposed  the 
toasts  of  "  The  Queen,"  "  The  Visitors,"  "  Success 
to  the  Exhibition,"  and  "  The  Press." 

After  the  formal  opening  of  the  exhibition, 
Capt.  Ormrod  proceeded  to  deliver  a  lecture  on 
"  Fish  Culture,"  illustrated  by  limelight  views. 
The  large  room  was  literally  packed,  but  every- 
one present  could  Jipar  the  lecturer  and  see  the 
views.  At  its  close,  Capt.  Ormrod  received  quite 
an  ovation,  and  the  chairman.  Dr.  Chapman,  as 
president,  thanked  him  for  his  great  kindness  in 
assisting  to  make  the  exhibition  a  success.  The 
hardworking  committee  who  had  borne  the  brunt 
of  the  battle  (Roach,  Rathbone,  Prax,  Harkness, 
and  others)  were  also  lustily  cheered. 
The  catalogue  consisted  of  100  pages,  and,  con- 
'  sidering  the  short  time  for  compilation  and 
printing,  reflects  great  credit  on  W.  C.  Roach 
and  Co. 

Lectures  were  announced  for  Wednesday  and 
Saturday  evenings  (the  former  by  F.  M.  Walbran, 
the  latter  by  Dr.  Chapman).   Vocal  and  instru- 


mental concerts  are  given  at  intervals,  and  a 
"  penny  in  the  slot "  sets  the  electric  piano  at 
work. 

The  live  fish  hatchery  was  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Andrew  Henij  and  Mr.  Charles 
Brookes,  who  vied  with  the  energetic  captain  to 
explain  all  that  was  going  on. 

Another  source  of  amusement  (and,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  of  profit)  was  Ramsbottom's  Fish  Pond, 
which  was  doing  "  good  business "  under  the 
charge  of  Master  Prax. 

As  previously  stated,  a  second  notice  will 
appear  next  week.  Deagnet. 


LE    VAL    DE  L'AMBLEVE 
REVISITED. 


Being  desirous  of  a  closer  acquaintance  with 
this  interesting  district,  and  curious  to  see  its 
aspect  in  spring,  I  took  advantage  of  the  Easter 
holidays  for  a  short  and  inexpensive  trip  thither, 
intending  particularly  to  observe  and  study  the 
river  under  totally  different  conditions  from  those 
of  last  August.  Leaving  London  one  day  before 
the  legitimate  vacation,  in  order  to  escape  the 
full  tide  of  holiday  makers,  I  had  a  pleasant  run 
down  to  Folkestone.  "  La  Manche  "  was  looking 
just  a  little  bit  uncomfortable,  and,  according  to 
my  taste  in  these  matters,  displaying  an 
inordinate  number  of  white  night-caps.  We  had 
a  rough  crossing  to  Boulogne,  lasting  a  little 
under  two  hours.  A  friend  and  I  found  good 
shelter  about  mid-ships,  but  many  of  those  who 
were  not  so  fortunate,  and  who  elected  to  remain 
on  deck,  were  drenched  with  spray,  which, 
throughout  the  passage,  was  continually  dashing 
right  over  the  fore  part  of  the  steamer,  and  some- 
times even  the  middle  and  aft.  I  think  the 
advent  of  the  lights  of  Boulogne  revived  and  just 
saved  me  from  an  unpleasant  experience.  It  was 
a  welcome  exchange  from  the  steamer  to  the  train ; 
but  it  soon  became  evident  that  very  few  of 
those  who  had  crossed  were  proceeding  beyond 
Boulogne,  and  from  that  point  until  returning 
there  I  scarcely  came  across  a  single  Englishman 
or  heard  a  syllable  of  our  tongue ;  so  I  am  afraid 
our  Continental  friends  are  already  suffering  in 
pocket  for  their  recent  display  of  spleen.  The 
French  bookstalls  contained  a  liberal  supply  of 
caricatures  directed  against  what  our  neighbours 
consider  our  predominant  foibles,  of  which 
literature  I  acquired  a  store,  and  spent  a  par- 
ticularly pleasant  hour  of  the  railway  journey 
over  "  John  Bull  sur  la  Sellette,"  which,  over- 
looking one  or  two  trifles  in  bad  taste  from  our 
point  of  view,  is  deliciously  amusing.  Calais- 
Ville,  Arinentieres,  Lille,  Tournai,  and  Brussels 
were  duly  reached  without  a  single  individual 
getting  into  my  carriage.  An  hour's  stay  at  the 
latter  place,  and  then  on  again  to  Liege,  and 
finally  the  Ardennes ;  but,  oh !  how  changed. 
My  green  fairyland  of  last  year  had  utterly 
vanished,  leaving  in  its  place  a  marvellously 
beautiful  and  interesting  study  in  russet  shades, 
redeemed  from  monotony  by  grey  rocks,  budding 
palm,  and  extensive  stretches  of  firs.  The  crystal 
river  was  metamorphosed  into  a  sombre  rushing 
torrent,  and,  as  I  found  to  my  chagrin,  was 
altogether  impossible  for  wading  purposes. 

Remouchamps  reached,  as  in  duty  bound  by 
many  past  kindnesses  and  courtesies  which  no 
payment  made  by  me  could  recompense,  I  once 
more  had  the  pleasure  of  putting  up  at  the  Hotel 
de  la  Grotte,  where  I  found  only  one  other  visitor, 
but  received  as  much  care,  consideration,  and 
attention  as  if  I  were  the  whole  season  personified. 
I  soon  found  my  old  friend  Monsieur  Emile 
Lagasse,  and,  immediately  after  breakfast,  took  a 
walk  with  him  to  the  nearest  post-oflice,  Ay  waille, 
to  put  myself  right  with  "  I'Etat  Beige"  by 
obtaining  a  fishing  licence  (perniis  de  peche  d  la 
Ugne),  which  cost  2frs.  only,  and  is  available 
throughout  the  year  in  respect  of  one  rod.  In 
possession  of  this  licence,  provided  it  is  not  close 
season  for  any  particular  fish,  you  are  at  liberty 
to  catch  whatever  you  can,  trouting  forming  la 
pif'ce  de  resistance.  Occasionally,  when  fly  fishing, 
trout  anglers  hook  salmon,  but  rarely  retain  them, 
being  only  prepared  for  the  smaller  fish. 

After  an  early  dinner,  although  the  wind  was 
high,  the  water  rough,  and  everything  generally, 
from  a  fisher's  point  of  view,  unpropitious,  we  lost 
00  time  in  making  our  way  to  the  river  at 


Quarreux.  The  sight  of  the  wide  waters  dashing 
down  amongst  the  rocks  was  magnificent ;  but  I 
knew,  from  former  experience,  that  for  me  at  any 
rate  it  meant  no  sport,  for  if  I  cannot  wade  I  am 
rarely  successful  in  capturingmany  fish.  Monsieur 
Emile,  who  is  a  splendid  fly  fisherman,  shook  his 
head  over  the  prospect,  but  intimated  that,  even 
under  these  untoward  circumstances,  he  would 
endeavour  to  demonstrate  that  there  were  good 
trout  in  the  Ambleve.  Whilst  I  looked  on  he  went 
systematically  and  carefully  to  work,  and,  during 
the  early  afternoon  and  a  couple  of  hours  on  the 
following  day,  managed  by  superior  skill,  in  spite 
of  the  unfavourable  conditions,  to  get  eight  nice 
trout  varying  from  about  {lb.  to  -Jib.  It  waa 
evidently  altogether  too  early  for  fishing  the 
river.  After  his  arduous  exertions,  my  friend 
said  :  "  Only  wait  until  the  month  of  May,  and  I 
will  show  any  good  fly  fisher  how  and  where  to 
fill  his  creel." 

The  following  day,  seeing  it  was  of  no  use  to 
waste  all  my  time  where  it  was  a  foregone 
conclusion  that  I  should  get  little  or  no  sport,  I 
took  an  exceedingly  pleasant  walk  through  the 
mountains,  and  subsequently,  with  the  aid  of  the 
train,  followed  the  river  past  the  magnificent 
waterfall  of  Coo,  which  was  at  its  very  best,  right 
up  to  Trois-Ponts,  not  very  far  from  German 
territory.  It  was  a  charming  panorama,  the 
river  rushing  and  seething  on  its  course,  with 
here  and  there  from  every  hillside  streams 
trickling  down  to  add  to  its  volume. 

As  it  was  not  likely  that  the  river  would 
subside  sufiiciently  for  wading  purposes  for  many 
days,  I  decided  to  cut  my  stay  short,  and  post- 
pone any  attempts  on  its  inhabitants  until  later  in 
the  year.  I  noticed  that  my  friend  on  this 
occasion  did  not  hook  a  single  coarse  fish — nothing 
but  trout — so,  after  all,  the  Ambleve  is  first  and 
foremost  a  trouting  river,  even  after  it  leaves 
Germany  territory.  I  left  my  fishing  tackle  at 
the  Hotel  de  la  Grotte,  bade  adieu  to  my  hosts, 
and  wandered  oiJ  on  a  totally  dilJerent  kind  of 
excursion.  Spring  is  usually  late  in  putting  in  a 
definite  appearance  in  the  Belgian  Ardennes,  but 
in  my  rambles  over  the  mountains  I  came  across 
many  indications  of  its  near  approach.  Each 
sheltered  nook  contained  an  abundance  of  violets 
and  other  wild  flowers. 

As  everybody  knows,  there  is  an  impression 
current,  especially  since  the  regrettable  attempt  on 
the  Prince  of  Wales  at  the  Gare  du  Nord, 
Brussels,  that  it  is  neither  safe  nor  pleasant  just 
now  for  English  tourists  to  visit  Belgium  and 
other  parts  of  the  Continent  where  sympathy  with 
the  Boers  is  rampant ;  but,  provided  one  does  not 
ride  the  high  horse,  and  is  willing  to  admit  that 
there  is  just  a  bare  possibility  of  there  being 
much,  or  even  a  little,  that  is  regrettable  on  both 
sides,  you  find  people  everywhere  courteous  and 
wishful  of  pleasing,  and  even  desirous  and 
anxious  to  understand  the  Englishman's  point  of 
view  of  the  matter,  and  that  is  your  chance  "  to 
get  one  in."  But  to  say  that  there  is  any  real 
danger,  provided  one  is  not  self  assertive  and 
offensive,  is  to  my  mind  simply  ridiculous.  It  is 
true  that  the  feelings  of  all  classes  are  deeply 
stirred  by  this  war  (the  prevailing  impression 
being  that  we  are  the  strong  attacking  the  weak, 
and  this  naturally  appealing  to  their  chivalrous 
sympathies),  and  that  it  is  grossly  misrepresented 
and  misunderstood  on  the  Continent ;  but  still  our 
neighbours  are  as  ready  and  willing  as  ever  to 
receive  kindly,  and  pi'ofit  by  their  best  customers. 
Personally,  and,  1  am  sure,  with  a  view  of 
removing  the  above  impression,  I  received 
uncalled  for  courtesy  and  attention  at  the  hands 
of  all  those  with  whom  I  came  in  contact. 

Before  closing  these  rambling  remarks  I  would 
like  to  place  on  record  for  the  use  of  readers  of 
the  Fi><Jting  Gazette  the  principal  regulations 
relating  to  fishing  in  Belgian  waters.  They  will, 
of  course,  be  known  to  expert  anglers  already,  but 
may  prove  useful  to  the  ordinary  tourist  who  adds 
a  little  fishing  to  his  programme  with  a  view  to 
making  a  holiday  a  little  more  pleasant ;  and,  af  t«r 
all,  this  class  is  legion. 

Fishing  in  Belgian  rivers,  canals,  and  waters  is 
governed  by  the  law  of  the  5th  July,  1S99,  and 
various  kinds  of  licences  are  issued  through  the 
postal  authorities,  and,  according  to  article  23  of 
the  Royal  Decree  of  the  7th  July,  ISOO,  generally 
speaking,  every  fisher  must  have  a  licence,  but 
which  of  itself  confers  no  right  to  fish,  except  in 
public  waters.   Children  under  sixteen  are  exempt 
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when  accompanying  their  natural  guardian  who  is 
himself  properly  furnished  with  a  licence.  The 
charge  for  a  licence  available  every  day  in  respect 
of  a  single  rod  and  line  is  two  francs  per  annum 
For  one  franc  per  annum  a  licence  is  obtainable 
restricted  to  Sundays  and  holidays.  For  four 
francs  per  annum  one  may  use  two  rods.  For  a 
charge  of  ten  francs  a  licence  is  issued  available 
every  day,  covering  the  use  of  one  or  several  rods 
and  the  right  to  fish  from  a  smaU  boat.  In  order 
to  obtain  licences  personal  application  at  a  post 
office  is  necessary,  so  that  one's  description  may  be 
taken.  All  licences  expire  on  the  31st  December 
of  each  year.  F.  S.-L 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Tima  of  Higli  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

(30  min.  for  Ohelsea.  /"SS  min.  for  Kew. 

ArtflJ*"  "     "   Putney.  Arin)^*   "     '>  Bichmond 

^'"*)45  ,,    „  Hammersmith,  ■*""l80   „     „  Twickenham. 

(so   ,,     „  Barnes.  (,85   „     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Watbb  at  London  Bbidob. 

Homing.  Evening. 

Saturday,     May  26    11.4G    — 

Sunday,          „  27    0.1.5   , 

Monday,         „  28    1.  9   

Tuesday,        „  29    1..57   

Wednesday,     „  30    2.43   

Thursday,       ,,  31    3.27   

Friday,        June  1    4.10   


0.42 
1.33 
2.20 
3.  C 
3.4'.) 
4.32 


Saturday, 
Stmday. 


HISH  WATEB  at  AUBEBLET  and  PULBOBOUaH. 

Morning. 

  0.2C   

  0  55   


May 


Evening. 

  0.40 

  1.22 

Monday,       June     1    149    2  11 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m,  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Lechlaie  and  Criofelade),— Some  nice 
rains  have  improved  the  trout  fiahers'  prospects.  The 
May  Fly  was  up  at  St.  John's  Bridge,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Leach,  cn  Saturday,  and  it  was  quite  a  sight  in  the  weir 
pool  opposite  The  Trout  to  see  tha  rising  chub  and  dace. 
There  are  two  or  three  good  (rjut  known  to  be  in  the 
St.  John's  Bridge  length,  and  a  friend  who  has  some  two 
miles  of  water  higher  up  stream  tells  me  that  he  has 
several  small  ones  of  21b.  and  31b.  each  in  his  water,  and 
I  should  think  some  of  these  should  be  taken  daring  the 
May  Fly  with  a  large  buzzer  May  Fly  or  Red  Soldier 
Palmer.  The  river  hereabouts  is  in  nic3  order  for  trout- 
ini.  bat  I  cannot  hear  of  anything  being  done  at  present. 
— Ka.mblkb. 

—  (Walton). — The  perch  and  jack  spawn  is  now 
hatched  out,  and,  judging  from  the  large  quantity  of  Btuill 
fry,  I  should  think  this  season  hss  again  betn  a  very 
auccajsful  one.  Although  every  poseible  care  was  taken 
with  the  spawn,  I  am  afraid  about  one-fourth  of  it  was 
eaten  by  the  swans.  Dating  the  spawning  season  I 
found  four  dead  perch  ;  I  think  they  were  some  of  those 
returned  just  before  the  general  fishing  c!o3ed,  having 
been  badly  hoc  k  id.  The  breim  are  now  on  the  spawning 
beds.  There  are  also  a  good  many  barbel  to  be  seen 
jumping  about.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing  things  look 
very  promi;iing  for  the  coming  season. — John  Hone. 

.Ancholme  Dlatrlot. — The  Alder  Fly  continues  in 
moderate  numbers,  and  the  Hawthorn  and  Black  Gnat 
have  at  length  put  in  an  appearance,  though  very  late  and 
c  impiratively  few  in  numbers.  Trout,  so  far,  have  not  jet 
taken  the  fly  well.  I  hear  of  a  fine  trout  being  taken  at 
Kiverhead,  four  miles  from  here,  weii(hing  above  4'b.  A 
Mr.  Shaw  was  the  fortunate  captor,  but  bis  residence  is 
Dubnonn  to  me.  We  had  a  little  rain  yesterday 
(  Tuesday),  but  (juite  inadc 'iuate  to  move  the  becks,  which, 
owing  to  long  drought,  are  dwindling  fast.  I  have  not 
yet  bad  an  opportunity  of  fishing. — Tho.mas  Ford 
(Caistor). 

Coin,    Lea<;h,  &o.    (East  Oloncestershire).— 

The  May  Vty  was  up  on  the  lower  Coin  as  early  as 
Saturday  last,  that  is  jast  at  the  mouth  of  the  Coin,  and 
a  few  hive  been  seen  in  the  Fairford  district,  where  it 
will  be  well  on  by  about  the  2!)th  cr  30th  inst.  The 
Vellow  May  Dun,  Brown  Alder,  and  JJIa'jk  Hawthorn 
have  been  thick  on  the  water  at  times,  so,  too,  has  the 
Blue  Dun  and  Red  Spinner,  and  these  flies  are  now  killing 
well.  A  good  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  both  on 
bot«l  Bnl  private  waters,  and  in  some  instano^s  some 
pretty  sport  has  been  had.  The  Duke  of  Leeds  and  Mr, 
Wilson  are  again  fiehing  the  Williamatrip  Park  waters. 
At  time  of  writing  rain  is  falling  steadily,  which  id  just 
what  we  wanted  to  improve  things  all  round.  May  Fly 
well  up  lit  Dudgrovo.  —  Pan. 

Cornish  Stream*.— Kverylody  is  delighted  with  the 
change.  'J'lie  rain,  which  began  on  Monday,  is  not  enough 
to  cause  a  big  freshet,  but  it  is  sutKoient  to  make  the  peal 
run,  and  <r  lut  are  eportiog  much  more  freely.  Some  very 
good  baskets  (of  trout  wore  got  above  Wenford,  on  the 
Oamel,  and  in  the  north  moorland  part  of  the  Innoy  there 
baa  been  very  good  rport.  In  the  Tamar  the  summer  flies 
— the  Cf.oh-y-Bondhu  and  the  Alder— are  taking,  but  the 
most  (ncoeMful  is  the  Black  Gnat  and  the  Ilawtborn. 


The  Camel  Conservators  are  still  working  hard  to  rid  the 
river  of  the  pollution  which  spoils  the  last  three  or  four 
miles,  and  the  owner  of  the  mine  still  promises  to  stop  it 
Salmon  have  been  seen  in  the  Slades  tributary  of  the 
Camel,  preferring  that  to  the  denser  main  river. — 
Bodmin. 

Barenth  (Hoxton  Eir))7,  Sonth  Darenth,  &o.) 

— The  liver  has  been  getting  rather  low  and  very  clear, 
but  this  rain  will  have  brought  down  something 
approaching  a  flood  before  Saturday.  If  there  is  no  more, 
however,  it  should  be  in  good  condition  again  by  that  day^ 
and  the  wind  is  in  a  much  better  quarter  than  of  late, 
am  sorry  to  say  that  the  best  bag  I  have  seen  from  the 
Darenth  during  the  last  few  days  consisted  of  two  eels 
These,  I  fear,  were  not  caught  with  the  dry  fly ;  but  trout 
were  rising  a  little  at  a  small  gnat,  though  they  generally 
refused  the  artificial  fly.  No  appearance  of  the  May  Fly 
as  yet.— J.  P  T. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  District).  —  Tront  are  being 
oiught  on  the  moor,  and  some  fair  takes  have  been  made. 
Ip_  the  lower  water  the  cold  winds  have  kept  fish  from 
rising,  and  only  small  creels  are  taken.  On  Monday,  Mr 
Pershouse  killed  twenty,  and  this  gentleman  and  Miss 
Pershouse,  who  are  staying  at  Staverton,  have  been  getting 
some  decant  fish.  Mr.  E.  Ackrell  and  Mr.  H.  Full  took 
three  or  four  brace  on  Tuesday,  and  Mr.  E.  Distin 
basketed  a  similar  lot.  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  took  a  few  nice 
fish  one  evening,  whilst  Messrs.  Revell  and  Soper  have  had 
small  lots.  The  Black  Midge  and  Blue  Upright  are  useful 
flies,  with  Edmond's  Palmer  occasionally.  Mr.  G.  J. 
Green,  a  well-known  angler  of  Lymington,  Hants,  has 
come  to  the  Dart,  and  at  his  first  time  of  trying  killed  a 
fish  of  over  fib.  Mr.  Green  tells  me  that  he  cannot 
understand  why  the  best  local  angler's  bold  that  it  is  only 
in  the  evenings  that  much  sport  can  be  expected.  He 
intends  trying  if  day  fishing  will  be  as  successful  or  not. 
Mr.  W.  W.  Symington,  of  Dartmeet,  captured  a  nice 
salmon,  scaling  121b.,  last  week.  After  the  rain,  with  an 
improvement  in  the  weather,  some  improvement  is 
anticipated.  The  Buckfastleigh  Council  are  dealing  with 
the  pollu  ion  question,  and  there  is  not  likely  to  be  any 
ciufe  for  complaint  after  this  season.  The  conservators 
have  recommended  to  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Royal  Com- 
mission that  netting,  which  is  overdone,  should  be  finished 
on  Aug.  15,  with  an  extra  twenty-four  hours'  close  time 
each  week,  and  that  rod  fishing  should  finish  on  Sept.  1 
The  conservators  approve  of  the  cultivation  of  fish,  and  if 
they  had  the  necessary  funds  they  would  try  a  hatchery 
for  the  river.  The  clerk  reports  that  the  commission  were 
much  impressed  by  Mr.  Martin's  statement  that  there 
was  a  trap  for  salmon  at  the  foot  of  Totnes  Weir, 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  The  weather  has  not 
improved,  unfortunately,  last  weik  there  being  cold  winds 
from  the  east  and  north-east  nearly  every  day,  with 
one  or  two  sharp  frosts.  Consequently  fish  did  not  rise 
well,  ard  baskets  were  small.  After  the  rain,  however, 
the  streams  are  in  better  trim.  On  the  northern  rivers 
creels  of  trout  have  not  exceeded  from  six  to  nine  brace, 
but  a  visiting  rod  killed  two  salmon  (91b.  and  15Ib  )  on 
Wednesday.  Southern  rivers  are  still  quiet,  and  the 
moorland  streams  are  not  showing  sncb  good  sport.  On 
the  border  rivers  only  indifferent  sport  has  been  obtained, 
the  fish  on  the  Upper  Tamar  being  gorged  with  the  ciddis 
fly,  and  a  dozen  has  been  about  the  best;.  The  A-lderison, 
and  should  be  a  fine  killerj;  other  flies  beicgtho  Red  Spinner 
and  Hackled  Blue  Dun.  The  Hawthorn,  however,  bae  b  en 
doing  a  lot  of  work,  and  was  responsible  for  thirteen  on 
the  Carey,  on  Saturday,  whilst  a  gentleman  fishing  the 
Tamar  secured  only  four  brace,  including  one  dace.  In 
the  Lydford  district  a  few  decent  lots,  as  baskets  go 
nowadays,  have  been  made.  Salmon  fishing  having  shown 
such  a  decadence  of  late  years,  the  views  expressed  to  the 
Salmon  Fisheries  Commission  with  reference  to  the  DeTon 
rivers  is  being  followed  with  interest.  The  Teign 
Conservators  complain  of  the  present  method  and  extent  of 
netting  ae  damaging  the  salmon  angling,  and  they  ask  that 
the  Salmon  Fisheries  Act  should  be  amended  to  ailord 
greater  protection  to  young  sea  trout  and  migratory  fish  of 
he  salmon  genus  species  which  fre((uent  the  Teign. 
Mention  was  also  mide  of  the  mine  pollutions,  ard  of  the 
fact  that  two  weirs  are  practically  impassable  during  the 
summer.  The  Exe  conservators  consider  it  would  be 
mpoBsible  to  improve  the  river  for  salmon  until'  they  have 
more  powers  over  the  inland  net  fisheries.  At  present  one 
private  fishery  of  about  500yds.  below  Trew's  Weir  got 
from  one-sixth  to  one-ninth  of  the  total  catch  of  the  Exe. 
The  access  to  the  upper  watera  is  by  a  series  of  hurdle 
'amps,  but  it  is  thought  there  would  be  no  great  difficulty 
if  only  the  fish  could  reach  the  upper  waters.  The  fishing 
rights  on  the  Avon,  lately  held  by  the  Lord  of  the  Manor 
of  Churchstow,  have  been  acquired  by  Mr.  A.  White,  of 
Wrangaton. — Dkvonian. 

ISdeu  (Carlisle).— Angling  is  almost  at  a  standstill. 
Salmon  fishing  is  about  over,  and  the  cold  weather  is  spoil- 
ing trout  fishing.  Trout  have  not  yet  got  properly  into 
the  streams,  so  that  very  little  good  has  been  done  with 
the  creeper,  and  it  is  too  cold  for  evening  fishing  with  fly. 
A  good  many  sea  trout  are  running,  but  no  grilse  as  yet. 
Everyone  is  wondering  whether  any  good  will  come  from 
the  new  Royal  Oommiesion,  or  whether  it  will  end  io  a 
voluminous  report  only,  the  whole  matter  being  shelved  as 
usual  until  another  stir  is  made  about  the  decline  of  the 
fisheries.  I  am  told  that  the  Carlisle  Corporation  are  now 
dealing  with  one-fifth  of  the  sewage  in  their  new  bacteria 
beds,  and  that  the  result  is  successful.  Also,  that  they 
have  ample  room,  and  are  fully  prepared  to  deal  with  the 
remaining  four-fifths,  but  that  the  Local  Government 
Hoard  will  not  sanction  a  loan  for  the  purpose.  Why  is 
this? — Sn.vKH  Qrky. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Linos,  and  Cambs.).— 
Trout  angling  is  not  very  prosperous  at  this  season  owing 
to  the  continuance  of  the  cold  weather.     Very  few  insects 


are  abroad,  and  these  mostly  in  a  semi-inanimate  condition, 
and  jet  we  are  within  a  fortnight  or  go  of  the  time  when 
the  green  drakes  are  due.  Scarcely  anybody  yet  thinks  of 
fishing  with  the  flies  of  the  season.  Still,  things  are 
gradually  improving,  and  now  and  again  we  hear  of  the 
capture  of  a  few  brace  one  way  or  the  other.  I  hear  from 
the  smaller  drains  of  the  Fen  lands  that  spawning 
operations  among  the  coarse  fish  are  in  progress. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— Trout  fishing 
around  Retford  is  almost  a  blank.  A'egetation  has  made 
great  progress  daring  the  past  fortnight,  but  the  low 
ternperature  at  nights  has  been  against  the  development 
of  insect  life.  Besides  the  ordinary  stock  of  flies  the  Cow- 
duag,  the  Hawthorn,  and  several  of  the  spring  specialities 
are  now  due,  and  the  May  Fly  ought  to  be  with  us  in  a  few 
days.  It  seldom  happans  that  we  have  such  a  lingering  of 
winter  in  the  lap  of  May.  Anglers  on  the  lower  Greet 
and  the  Dover  Beck  report  occasional  captures,  but  how 
they  are  taken  I  know  not.  The  running  of  the  salmon 
this  year  has  been  very  poor.  Not  a  fish  yet  is  said  to 
have  been  landed  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Trent  so  far 
this  season. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— We  have  not  had 
any  good  fishing  weather  yet,  and  only  moderate  baskets 
have  been  made.  On  the  i6th,  forty-nine  fish  were  killed, 
weighing  281b.  Mr.  Garside  accounted  for  fourteen,  Mr. 
O'Hanlon  nine.  Colonel  Doncister  six,  Mr.  Townshend 
five  ;  the  remaining  baskets  held  three  each  or  under.  The 
17th  was  a  very  rough  day,  and  practically  no  fishing  waa 
done.  On  the  18th  thirty-one  fish  weighed  231b.  Mr. 
Henty  killed  twelve,  Mr.  Garside  eight,  and  Mr.  Peck  six. 
On  the  19  ch,  Mr.  Henty  creeled  six,  Mr.  Moss  and  Colonel 
Doncaster  four  each,  Mr.  Chance  three,  and  Rev.  Harbord 
two.  On  the  21st,  Mr.  Henty  killed  ten,  Mr.  Gataide 
eight,  Rev.  Harbord  six,  and  Mr.  Chance  two.  On  the 
22nd,  twenty-four  fish  were  taken  weighing  161b.  3oz.  Mr. 
Henty  caught  eight,  Mr.  Harbord  six,  Mr.  Moss  five,  Mr. 
Garside  four.  Some  very  good  baskets  of  river  fish  have 
been  made.  The  Rev.  Cheshire  and  Mr.  Barton,  on  the 
18 ;h,  twenty-six  fish ;  on  the  17th,  sixteen  fish;  and  Mr. 
Peck  thirteen  river  fish  on  the  21st  inst.  The  Alder  Fly 
is  now  on  the  water.— Long  Dbift. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries.— Sport  among  the  trout  con- 
tinues very  quiet,  but  the  rivers  are  in  good  order,  having 
been  nicely  refreshed  by  the  raina.  Settled  weather  is 
now  all  that  is  required  to  put  the  trout  on  the  feed. 
Anglers  have  been  cut  on  most  upper  reaches  of  the  Lea. 
during  the  past  week,  but  with  extremely  poor  results. 
Last  Saturday  Mr.  Tusk  caught  a  trout  of  2lb.  6oz.  in  the 
Hertford  district,  and  on  the  followiog  day  Mr.  E.  Chap- 
man creeled  one  of  21b.  Soz.  On  the  Beane  the  best 
basket  reported  was  secured  by  Mr.  Green,  who  is  credited 
wit  h  trout  of  21b.  Soz. ,  lib.  14oz.,  and  lib.  2  ;z.  There  isagain 
no  news  from  the  Ash,  Rib.  or  Mimram.  Little  fly  is  on 
the  streams  yet.  A  few  "  Mays  "  have  been  seen  in  the 
Hertford  district.  The  weather  (Thursday)  continues  dull 
and  unsettled.  The  coarse  fiehing  season  looks  like 
opening  very  auspiciously,  there  being  plenty  of  water  in 
the  rivers. — Iz4AK  Walton. 

Ln^gr  Aiid  Atrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  fair  crier  for  angling,  being  a  nice 
height  and  clear.  The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled- 
one  day  beautiful  and  fine  and  suitable  for  angling,  and 
the  next  cold  winds  have  prevailed,  and  rain  has  been  had 
— but  it  has  made  little  cr  no  difference  to  the  prospects  of 
sport.  The  fish  are  now  rising  better,  and,  with  a  few 
days'  warm  weather,  fishing  would  be  brisk.  A  fair 
number  of  anglers  have  been  cu^,  and  used  fly  and  min- 
now, and  some  very  nice  tront  have  been  landed,  and  the 
prrsf ejts  for  sport  are  good.  The  Pinsley  is  running  clear 
and  in  order.— Gavynne. 

ItXLgg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Elngfsland).— For 
the  past  two  days  we  have  experienced  sudden  changes  of 
weather,  with  occasional  heavy  storms  of  rain,  causing  a 
rise  of  a  few  inches  of  stained  water.  Still,  trout  are  in 
anything  but  a  sportive  mood,  also  natural  flies  are  very 
scarce.  Usually  at  this  date  we  are  on  the  look  out  for 
the  first  indication  of  the  rise  of  the  May  Fly,  yet  up  to 
time  of  writing  have  not  seen  a  sign.  The  Alder,  Yellow 
Dun,  Grey  and  Brown  Spinner,  Stone  Fly,  Palmer,  Iron 
Blue,  Mulberry  Dun,  and  Hardy  Brown  should  be  the  best 
to  select  from,  according  to  weather  and  state  cf  water.— 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Badleipfh  Salterton).— The  tront  have  con- 
tiiiued  their  capricious  system  of  feeding,  alluded  to  in  last 
week's  report,  and  no  heavy  baskets  have  sitoa  then  been 
made.  Certain  places  on  the  river  have  been  more 
favoured  by  feeiling  fish  than  others,  and  those  anglers 
who  have  been  lucky  enough  to  happen  upon  such  spots 
have  had  some  sport.  One  rod  on  Saturday  last  (lOthinst.) 
took  six  pretty  fish  in  the  pink  of  condition,  which  weighed 
unitedly  4!b.  These  trout  fell  to  the  Red  Quill  and  PaJe 
Yellow  Dun,  the  latter  fly  having  been  greatly  in  evidence 
of  late.  SmaH'tli^s  are  now  absolutely  necessary,  and  the 
Blue  and  Red  Quills,  Yellow  and  Olive  Duns,  are  always 
safe  lures.  The  river  is  getting  very  low,  and  weeds  are 
beginning  to  be  troublesome. — Huron. 

Hevern  (Bhropshire). — The  river  is  now  in  excellent 
order,  and  sport  has  somewhat  improved,  one  or  two  trout 
having  been  caught  on  the  spinning  baits.  The  best,  a 
well-shaped  fish  of  2Jlb.,  was  captured  at  the  beginning  of 
the  week  by  Mr.  Geo.  Wycherley,  of  High-street, 
Shrewsbury. — IIai'rkn. 

Severn,  V^rnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cftln  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  favourable  change  in  the  weather,  which 
commenced  about  the  middle  of  last  week,  still  continuea, 
but  with  occasional  variations  of  cold  storms  of  rain, 
which,  however,  have  had  the  one  good  effect  of  making 
the  water  in  nil  these  rivers  in  much  better  condition  than 
t  has  been  of  late,  being  too  bright  both  for  the  fly  and 
other  kinds  of  angling.  Better  apott  has  been  had  in 
every  way  during  the  past  week  than  for  aome  time 
previously.    The  condition  of  the  Severn  owing  to  the 
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recent  rainfall  has  been  very  favoarable  for  trollin/,  and  a 
great  many  pike  have  fallen  victims  to  the  various  lures  of 
anglers.  The  Vyrnwy  also  has  too  many  of  this  species  of 
fish  in  it,  but  they  have  been  considerably  lessened  during 
the  past  week,  but  very  few  trout  have  been  taken.  In 
the  Tanat  and  Cain  sport  has  alsD  been  much  belter,  and 
in  Eeveral  instances  really  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
taken  on  favourable  days  for  the  sport.  Otter  bounds,  as 
well  as  otters,  are  regarded  with  great  disfavour  by  the 
generality  of  anglers,  but  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in 
last  week,  when  the  otter  hounds  were  up  the  greater  pwt 
of  the  river  Tanat,  mcc'i  better  sport  was  had  in  that  river 
by  anglers  on  both  afternoons  after  the  hounds  had  ceased 
hunting,  and  this  an  old  sportsman  prophesied  they  would 
have. — Yybnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Kivers.— At  present  there  is 
not  much  difference  in  the  weather.  Cold  winds  and  dull 
days  are  experienced.  A  nice  rain  on  Tuesday  has  given 
life  to  vegetation,  but  trout  anglers  in  the  main  rivers  still 
meet  with  disappointment.  Fishing  in  the  private  streams 
and  tributaries  of  the  Ouse  and  Adur,  a  few  fish  have 
been  captured  with  worm  and  minnow;  but  the  average 
weight  is  not  c\vr  7oz.  The  coarse  fish  are  much  in 
evidence,  and,  wi'h  the  esception  of  roach,  appear  to  have 
spawned.  Yet  but  few  trout  are  to  be  seen  at  present. 
Worming  under  the  culverts  in  the  Chichester  district 
has  accounted  for  a  few  fish,  some  up  to  143z,  Somehow 
the  locals  manage  to  get  fish  and  bring  them  to  market  by 
hook  or  by  crook,  where  a  good  price  is  obtained  for 
them.  There  are  still  a  number  cf  smelt  taken  in  the 
harbour,  but  the  quantity  falls  short  of  the  takes  during 
the  brief  spell  of  warmer  weather, — Geobge  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Lndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for  fishing 
np  to  this  morning  (Wednesday).  The  weather  has  been 
suitable  for  angling,  although  a  few  showers  of  rain  have 
been  had,  which  have  greatly  refreshed  the  river,  and  the 
fish  have  been  rising  well.  Heavy  rain  fell  this  morning, 
and  more  threatens  ;  but  it  is  not  expected  to  make  much 
difference  to  the  rivers,  and  unless  it  comes  very  heavy  the 
water  should  be  in  good  order  for  fishing  on  Saturday. 
During  the  week  there  has  been  a  good  few  anglers  out, 
who  have  used  Blue  Dun,  Red  Spinner,  Cowdung,  Stone 
Fly,  Brown  and  Grey  Spinners,  Olive  Dun,  and  Yellow 
Dnn,  and  some  very  nice  fish  have  been  landed.  Worm 
fishing  has  been  successful  in  the  deep  water,  and  good 
trout  (Jib.  and  |lb.  each)  have  been  landed.  Minnow 
fishing  in  early  morning  has  accounted  for  some  good 
trout.  At  the  end  of  last  week  some  gentlemen  visited  the 
river,  but  had  poor  sport.  On  Monday  some  good  fish 
were  landed  with  the  Blue  Dnn  ani  Cowdung.  On 
Tuesday  a  nice  lot  of  trout  were  landed  with  the  fly.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwjche  are  all  clear  and  in  good 
order.  Some  good  sport  has  been  had  in  them  with  fly 
and  worm.— S.  Ludlow. 

Terns  (Tenbnry). — In  this  part  the  river  has  been 
luaning  clear  and  a  nica  level,  and  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  stormy,  and  on  Tuesday 
strong  winds  blew,  but  a  fair  lumber  of  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  the  fish  have  been  moving  fairly  well  daring  the 
time  the  son  has  been  out,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been 
landed.  Rain  has  been  had  during  the  last  few  days, 
which  may  cknsi  a  slight  stain  if  it  continues,  but  it  is  not 
expacted  to  interfere  with  sport,  and  it  will  refresh  the 
river,  and,  when  the  weather  takes  up,  sport  in  this  part 
should  be  good  with  fly  and  worm.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and 
Ledwjche  are  clear. — WoBCEsrEE. 

W.  ndrash. — A  lady  angler  one  day  last  week  caught 
a  fine  trout,  weighing  some  3Jlb..  near  to  Barford,  and 
her  bait,  according  to  a  local  evening  paper,  was  a  good- 
sized  piece  out  of  a  mutton  chop.  The  Upper  Windrush 
is  in  nice  order  for  trouting,  and  a  number  of  rods  have 
been  cut.  The  May  Fly  will  be  soon  well  on,  and  some 
good  spoit  should  be  had  with  the  floating  and  buzzer  May 
Flies.  All  the  Upper  Windrush  fishings  are  in  private 
hands,  but  leave  can  frequently  be  obtained  from  the 
farmers  through  whose  land  the  stream  runs. — F.  L. 

Wlthau,  fto.  (Mid-Iiluooliishlre).— Trout  angling 
is  at  a  very  low  ebb  in  Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire. 
Scarcely  anything  is  being  done.  The  usual  patrons  of  the 
Witham  and  of  the  drains  about  Boston  will  be  pleased  to 
hear  that  it  is  reported  that  of  late  the  Mount  Pleasant 
and  other  drains  of  that  district  have  been  simply  a 
moving  mass  of  roach  and  bream.  This  is  perhaps  a  little 
bit  optimistic,  because  the  cold  has  been  a  bit  too  strong 
for  the  development  of  spawning  operations  ;  under  the 
ciroamstances,  therefore,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  expected  that 
the  fish  will  have  recovered  from  their  spawning  by 
June  I'j.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  roach 
in  the  drains  are  much  earlier  ia  depositing  their  spawn 
than  those  of  the  Witham  itself.  With  regard  to  bream 
the  reverse  is  said  to  be  the  case. — Luc  i. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  The  above 
livers  have  been  in  fair  order  both  for  fly  or  bottom 
fithmg  up  to  the  end  of  last  week,  but  a  cold  north-ea^t 
wind  prevailed,  and  at  times  almost  blowing  a  gale,  eo 
that  fishing  of  any  kind  was  out  of  the  qnettion,  e£p?cially 
fly  fiehing.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  either  on  the 
Wye  or  opper  portions  of  the  Derwent.  Mr.  Cooper, 
fishing  the  Matlock  aid  Cromford  Angling  Association's 
water,  took  one  fish  weighing  Jib.  Mr.  W.  King,  fishing 
from  bis  balcony,  obtained  a  nice  trout  Ijlb.  in  good  con- 
dition. We  are  now  having  a  few  showers,  which  have 
washed  the  roads  into  the  river  and  turned  it  white.  The 
prospect  for  the  next  few  days  is  fairly  good.  There  is 
no  sign  of  the  May  Fly  at  present,  and  it  will  probably  be 
the  eecord  week  in  June  before  the  fish  take  them  freely. 
Useful  flies:  Olive  Dnn  (the  Yellow  just  coming  out), 
Dotterel  Ilackle,  Blue  Upright,  and  Sand  Fly  for  evening. 
Cooper's  fancy  on  bright  days. — Dottkeel. 

Tork  shire  Bivers.— I  am  pleased  to  say  that  at 
length  there  is  a  better  prospect  for  trout  fishing  than 
there  has  been  for  some  time,  for  the  weather  is  more 


spring-like  than  it  ever  has  been  previously,  and  during  the 
last  day 'or  two  tlie  showers,  which  have  been  pretty  general 
throughout  the  county,  have  freshened  our  rivers  a  little, 
and  according  to  indications,  we  may  expect  more  rain, 
and  perhaps  thunderstorms ;  spates  will  therefore  be 
geueial,  and  anglers  must  make  the  best  of  their  opportu- 
nities. The  Yore  had  a  nice-coloured  water  yesterday 
and  again  to-day.  J.  Blades  writes  me  that  some  nice 
fish  have  been  caught  with  the  minnow,  and  yesterday  there 
was  a  good  rise  of  the  Iron  Blue  Fly,  therefore  the  Dark 
Watchet,  as  well  as  Greenwell's  Glory,  Snipe,  Bloa, 
Orange,  Partridge,  and  .Yellow  Legged  Bloa  should  all 
kill  well  next  week.  Several  members  of  the  Tanfield  Club 
have  had  giod  sport,  Mr.  G.  Halliwell  securing  twenty 
nice  fish ;  Mr.  Walsh,  twelve,  and  Fisher,  eight,  last 
Saturday,  with  the  fly.  I  got  eight  nica  fish  this  afternoon 
with  the  Miller's  Thumb,  Devon  ;  Mr.  C.  Dixon  had  a 
similar  dish,  and  I  hear  some  good  baskets  were  made  in 
the  association  waters  at  Hawes  and  Bainbiidge.  Mr. 
Swaledale,  correspondent,  sajs  surely  the  period  of  cold 
winds  and  clear  waters,  which  have  been  sa  detrimental 
to  trout  fishing,  is  now  over,  and  the  advent  of  fresh 
water,  with  a  rise  in  the  temperature,  must  improve 
sport  up  the  Swale,  EUerbeok,  Broadbeck,  and  Bedale 
Beck,  which  were  all  of  them  low  up  to  yesterday, 
causing  fly  fishers  to  complain  that  their  efforts  have  in 
a  great  number  of  instances  only  been  poorly  rewarded. 
For  instance,  a  well-known  Romanby  angler,  who  is  an 
expert  at  casting  a  fly,  waa  out  for  four  hours  the  other  day 
on  the  stream  at  EUerbeck.  Certainly  he  caught  into  the 
teens  of  trout,  but  then,  more  than  three-fourths  of  them 
had  to  be  returned  to  their  native  element,  as  they  were 
under  the  7in.  limit.  Then  a  well-known  Northallerton 
angler,  who  is  generally  successful  with  the  upstream 
worm,  hid  a  turn  in  the  Codbeck  the  other  day,  and  he 
just  managed  to  creel  five  tikeable  trout,  all  the  olhars 
caught  being  too  small.  But  trout  have  never,  so  far  this 
season,  come  freely  to  the  fly,  or  greedily  taken  bottom 
bait,  and  this  is  probably  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  cold 
east  and  north-east  winds  which  have  prevailed.  A 
gentleman  staying  in  the  Kirkby  Fleetham  district  fished 
the  only  day  the  splendid  stretch  of  water  which  Mr.  C. 
Elliot  rents  at  Constable  Burton.  He  found  the  stream 
abounded  with  trout,  but  hia  basket  at  night  was  very 
light  ,  only  some  three  brace  of  takeable  fish  finding  their 
way  into  it.  On  Thursday  afternoon  Mr.  N.  Smithscn,  of 
Northallerton,  turned  out  on  the  EUerbeck,  Fishing  the 
running  worm,  he  oaught  two  and  a  half  brace  of  trout, 
but  there  were  no  heavy  fish  amongst  them.  A  Thornaby 
angler  tried  the  Swale  at  Morton  last  Saturday,  but  he 
returned  home  disgusted,  not  having  succeeded  in  ca'obing 
asingle  specimen,  although  one  fish  he  must  have  maniged, 
it  was  a  trout,  broke  away  from  him,  A  well-known 
Northallerton  angler  also  tried  the  S  wale  one  day  last  week, 
but  did  not  catch  a  trout,  although  with  a  fly  he  caught 
several  young  dace,  which  were  only  preserved  with  a  view 
of  them  being  used  as  baits  for  pike. — J.  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.  —  After  a  lengthened 
period  of  drought,  rain  at  last  fell  copiously  in  Eskdale 
on  Tuesday.  Dry,  barren  weather  prevailed  during  the 
past  week,  accompanied  by  gusty  winds,  which  blew  clouds 
of  dust  until  Monday  forenoon,  when  a  gentle  rain 
commenced  to  fall.  The  rain  increased  towards  evening 
and  continued  up  to  Tuesday  mcrning.  There  is  now 
every  indication  of  further  showers.  There  was  a  con- 
siderable flood  in  the  morning,  which  would  clear  the  bed 
of  the  river.  On  Wednesday  both  Esk  and  Liddle  were 
in  good  ply  for  both  fly  and  minnow  fishing.  Previous  to 
this  there  have  been  no  floods  in  May  for  many  years  in 
either  river.  Angling  prospects  are  looking  up,  and  a  good 
many  sea  trout  have  been  seen  in  the  upper  and  mid- 
reaches  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  A.  Macmillin  caught  a 
sea  trout  in  Langholm  water  with  fly.  Fishiog  in  the 
Westerkirk  division  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  caught  a 
sea  trout,  and  Mr.  J.  Leepton  had  one  in  Canonbie  water. 
Since  sea  trout  have  penetrated  as  far  as  Westerkirk, 
which  is  some  miles  above  Langholm,  it  is  a  convincing 
proof  that  they  are  now  running  all  along  the  river  from 
the  Solway  upwards.  Mr.  J.  Hotson,  Australia,  staying 
at  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  caught  a  plump  new-run 
sea  trout  in  the  Willow  Pool  weighing  2Ib.  Mr.  Hotson 
never  threw  a  line  before  in  his  life,  so  that  is  eccouragiog 
enough  to  go  on  with.  Mr.  W.  Ross  had  eighteen  yellow 
tront  in  Canonbie  water.  A  good  many  yellow  trout  have 
been  got  in  the  Liddle,  which  is  yielding  fair  sport  this 
season.  Mr.  Hotson  had  a,  fine  creelful  in  the  lower 
reaches  between  Penton  Bridge  and  Liddlefoot.  Salmon 
are  still  shy,  and  not  many  have  been  seen  up  to 
the  present;  indeed,  the  angling  has  not  improved 
so  much  as  was  expected  a  week  or  two  ago.  Few  sei 
trout  have  been  seen  in  the  Longtown  and  Metal  Bridge 
sections  of  the  water,  but  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Robson,  of 
Carlisle,  have  ee  ch  had  a  sea  tront  below  Longtown.  'The 
Netherby  water  has  up  to  now  been  drawn  blank.  Fishing 
in  the  Hush  Pool,  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  Reginald  Steel 
caught  a  sea  trout  weighing  close  on  21b.  Dr.  Moon, 
London,  staying  at  the  Croes  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  has 
been  very  succjssful  with  yellow  trout  in  the  mid-reaches. 
Mr.  T.  Jameson  has  had  some  nice  yellow  trout  in  the 
Liddle,  while  Messrs.  James  Scott,  Canonbie,  Mr. 
Davidson,  and  others  have  had  some  nice  baskets  above 
Canonbie  Bridge.  The  catches  of  sea  trout  in  the  Solway 
during  the  week  showed  a  slight  improvement.  On  the 
Bowness  side  of  the  Channel  the  haafers  had  some 
good  catches,  but  on  the  Scottish  side  they  did 
not  fare  so  well.  At  the  stake  nets  a  few  trout 
were  taken  from  lib.  to_  21b,  in  weight,  but  salmon  were 
very  scarce  indeed.  This  is  the  worst  season  for  years,  so 
far  as  salmon  are  concerned.  Dr.  Anderson,  Esk  Bank, 
Canonbie,  has  had  some  nice  yellow  trout  in  the  mid- 


reaches ;  Mr.  Johnstone,  Langholm ,  has  had  some  good 
takes  of  yellow  in  the  Ewes.  Mr.  llarknefshad  seventeen 
yellow  trout  below  Bridge  in  the  Langholm  water.  Some 
anglers  staying  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  have 
done  fairly  well  with  yellow  tront  both  in  the  Liddle  and 
the  Esk.  Mr.  W.  Armstrong,  Newcietle,  Messrs.  Oliver, 
Murray,  and  Nichol,  of  Copshaw,  have  had  8ome_  nice 
creels  of  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle, 
and  in  the  Hermitage  water,  notably  in  the  Thirty-shilling 
Uangh  Pool,  and  in  the  Gullet  and  Sandholm  Pools  of  the 
Liddle.  Yellow  trout  are  now  in  splendid  condition,  and 
the  little  roaricg  turbulent  Tarras,  the  Meggat,  and 
Stennish  waters  are  all  jielding  their  quota  of  yellow  tront. 
Mr.  S.  McKune  had  a  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  i/iid- 
reaches.  Mr.  R.  Steel,  jun.,  caught  a  sea  tront  above 
Canonbie  Bridge,  and  lost  another  one.  Mr.  Jardine, 
Canonbie,  was  successful  with  yellow  trout  in  the  Mason's 
stream  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  W.  Borthwick  had  a  good  take  of 
yellow  trout  below  Skipper's  Bridge.  Mr.  Anderson, 
Langholm,  caught  a  dozen  opposite  the  distillery,  and  Mr. 
S.  Bell,  T.  Nesbit,  and  others  have  been  fairly  successful 
in  Langholm  water.  Mr.  J.  Smith,  f  'inonbie,  had  over  a 
dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  Liddle.  Mr.  Dickson,  Burnmouth, 
had  two  dozen  yellow  trout,  and  Messrs.  Crozier,  Sbolhart, 
and  Nicholson  each  had  good  baskets.  Certainly  the  oat- 
look  is  better,  but  prophesying  is  a  difficult  matter  at 
presant.— GiLNocKiE. 

Carron,  Easter  Kass  (Ardgay,  N.B.).— Although 
salmon  angling  has  not  of  iat§  been  so  successfully  pro- 
secuted as  it  was  some  time  ago,  several  good  captures 
have  been  made  on  the  various  beats.  All  the  proprietors, 
except  Sir  Kenneth  Matheson  of  Lochalsh  and  Sir 
Charles  Roes  of  Balnagown,  are  now  residing  on  the 
banks  of  the  Carron.  Sir  Kenneth  is  expected  at  Glad- 
field  House  in  a  few  days,  but  Sir  Charles  is  at  the  front 
in  South  Africa.  During  the  past  few  days  Mr.  W.  AUis- 
Smith  of  Glencalvie  had  several  salmon ;  so  also  had 
Mr.  F.  T.  Gervera  of  Amat,  and  Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland  of 
Gruinards  on  their  respective  portions  of  the  river.  The 
Invercharron  and  Craigs  waters  are  leased  for  the  month 
by  Mr.  Oakley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oakley  and  party,  including 
Mr.  Banks,  have  been  getting  fair  spoit.  On  Mr. 
Young's  rod  at  Braelangwell  Lodge  some  salmon  have 
been  got.  Full  details  of  fish  captured  cannot  be  given, 
as  it  would  occupy  too  much  space.  The  weights  ranged 
from  71b.  to  14lb.— B. 

Diveron  (Banffshire).  —  For  the  past  week  the 
Deveron  has  been  running  low  and  clear,  and  spoit  has 
been  poor.  The  small  water  has  been  unable  to  keep  the 
entrance  to  the  river  open,  and  the  action  of  the  waves 
has  changed  the  course  at  the  entrance,  which  at  present 
runs  ilmg  the  seaside  of  the  bar  eastward  before  meeting 
the  sea.  The  net  fishermen  on  the  river  have  taken  very 
few  salmc  n  for  some  time,  and  trout  are  also  becoming 
scarce.  Grilse  have  not  been  seen  in  the  river  this  season. 
Last  year  they  appeare  d  in  the  beginning  of  the  month. 
At  the  end  of  last  week  the  weather  was  very  stormy,  and 
the  fishermen  did  not  get  to  sea  to  take  in  the  leaders  of 
the  bag  nets.  On  Monday  there  was  a  goodly  number  of 
salmon  taken  from  the  nets.  Thres  boxes  were  sent  to  the 
markets.  Up  to  Wednesday  the  yield  was  a  few  fish  daily. 
On  Tuesday  a  box  was  sent  from  the  fishings  at  Gardens- 
town.  A  thunderstorm  on  Tuetdiy  brought  on  a  heavy 
riinfall.  The  ground  being  very  dry,  however,  it  had 
little  effect  on  the  river. 

Dochart  (Luib  Hotel,  Perthshire).  —  Dean 
Wilson,  Edinburgh,  out  from  Luib  Hotel  on  the  river,  on 
Tuesday,  had  nineteen  trout,  8|lb.  Mr.  Grean  had  five 
trout,  241b.  The  river  is  now  in  good  ply.  —  D. 
McNaughton. 

Inveran  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— The  weather  has 
been  rather  unfavourable  during  the  past  week — bii^ht 
and  dry — but  at  the  beginning  of  this  week  rain  fell,  which 
it  is  hoped  will  improve  angling  as  well  as  agricultural 
matters.  The  sport  since  last  report  has  been  :  On  14th, 
John  Ferguson  Davie,  Bart  ,  of  Creedie,  Devonshire, 
landed  a  salmon  of  91b. ;  and  on  15th,  two,  of  lUb.  and 
14lb.  On  16th,  Sir  John  F.  Davie  caught  one  of  9ib.,  and 
Mr.  Miles  a  10  pounder.  On  18th,  Sir  J.  Ferguson  Davie 
landed  a  silmon  of  111b.    The  19th  was  blank.— B. 

Isla  and  Tributaries  (Perthshire).— Owing  to 
the  very  backward  spring  the  angling  season  has  been  a 
late  one.  There  is  more  snow  in  the  corries  than  there 
was  at  the  same  period  in  1895,  and  a  great  deal  of  snow 
broth  is  found  in  the  river  each  afternoon.  Several  good 
takes  have  been  made,  bub  the  trout  are  still  soft  and 
flabby.  On  the  Shee,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Spettal, 
some  have  been  got  of  between  31b.  and  41b,,  and  one  was 
killed  on  the  main  stream  by  Mr.  T.  Farquharson, 
weighing  about  3Jlb.,  while  Mr.  R.  H.  Robertson, Blairgow- 
rie, killed  cna  on  ihe  Erecht  of  4Jlb.  On  the  same  stream, 
Mr.  J.  Laing,  Craighall,  hooked  a  small  trout,  and  whila 
landing  it  it  was  seized  by  a  larger  trout  of  Bilb.  Both 
were  salely  landed.  The  lochs  in  the  district  have  yielded 
some  fair  sport,  especially  Auchintapel  and  Brewlands 
lochs.  On  the  former,  Capt.  D.  S.  Jchnetone,  Alyth,  Mr. 
Robertson,  from  Pretoria,  and  Dr.  Allan,  Johannesburg, 
had  trout  of  from  lib.  to  31b.  and  upwards.  It  may  be 
remembered  that  jast  before  the  outbreak  cf  the  war  Mr, 
Robertson  was  tried  by  Mr.  Krujjer  and  his  satellites  for 
enlisting  men  in  the  Transvaal  for  the  British  Army.  He 
spent  three  anxious  months  on  mealies  and  water  in 
Pretoria  jail,  and  his  life  was  in  great  danger  all  the  time. 
He  never  expected  to  renew  his  acquaintance  with  the 
outside  world  again. — Iasgair. 

Loch  Assent  (Sutherlasdshire).— On  May  17, 
Mr.  Wilson,  fishing  Loch  Assynt,  had  one  salmon,  weigh- 
ing 101b.,  and  two  trout,  IJlb;  Mr.  Faed,  on  the  same 
day,  fishing  Lochawe,  twelve  trout,  weighing  Olb.  On  the 
19th,  Mr.  Wilson,  on  Lochawe,  had  fifteen  trout,  81b. 
Trout  are  in  excellent  condition. — W.  Wallace. 

Lochawe. — Out  from  Lochawe  Hotel  on  May  18,  Rev. 
G.  Marjoiibanks,  Stenton,  had  twelve  trout,  91b.  ;  Mr, 
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Herring,  one  cwx  of  41b.  ;  Dr.  Hunter,  six  trout,  one  of 
IJlb.  On  May  19,  Dr.  Hunter  had  eight  trout,  one  of 
2Jlb. ;  Col.  Eebeck,  nine  trout ;  Mr.  Herrinj,  seven  trout. 
On  May  21,  Dr.  Hunter  caught  eleven  trout;  Rev.  G. 
Maijoribanks,  fifteen  trout.  On  the  preserved  water  of 
the  river  Avre,  Mr.  Aitken,  Falkirk,  had  two  ealmon,  of 
151b.  and  ITlb. — D.  Fraser. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar).— Fishing  from 
Stronaohlaohar  Hotel  on  May  16,  Mr.  Neale  Thomson  and 
friend  in  one  boat  had  thirty-five  trout.  Mr.  Howard  on 
same  day  caught  seven  trout.  Oa  May  17  Mr.  Neale 
Thomson  and  friend  had  forty-one  trout.  On  May  19  Mr. 
Xeale  Thomson  and  friend  in  one  boat  had  thiity-one 
trout  weighing  12!b.  On  same  day  Mr.  Hammersley  had 
six  trcut,  Mr.  Wood,  nine  trout,  weighing  4^\h. ;  Mrs. 
Hichardeon  and  Miss  Wood  in  one  boat  had  eight  trout. 
On  May  21  Mr.  Menzies  caught  eleven  good  trout.  On 
May  22  Mr.  James  Menzies,  Stirliug,  had  thirty  trout ; 
Mr.  Howard,  fourteen  trout;  Mr.  Wood,  twelve;  Mr. 
HorsSeld,  three  ;  and  Mr.  Hammersley,  three. 

Iiochleven  (Kinross).— The  weather  on  Monday 
underwent  a  favourable  change,  rain  falling  in  a  steady 
downpour  for  fifteen  hours.  The  change  brought  a  few 
flies  on  the  water,  and  trout  came  more  freely  on  the 
surface.  Anglers,  after  a  fortnight  of  poor  sport,  had,  on 
the  whole,  satisfactory  catches.  The  weather  on  Tuesday 
was  too  stormy,  and  little  was  done,  but  with  the  present 
moist  weather  there  should  be  a  marked  improvement  in 
creels  to  report  next  week,  though  it  is  still  rather  cold. 
The  competing  clubs  out  with  the  first  prize  winners  were  : 
Dundee  West-end,  nineteen  rods,  thirty-six  trout,  291b. ; 
Mr.  W.  Irvine,  seven,  51b.  6oz.  Leith  Fly  Fishers' 
AsBOciation,  sixteen  rods,  twenty-six,  191b.  9oz.  ;  Mr, 
J.  P.  Hardie,  three,  41b.  6oz.  Glasgow  Clydesdale,  nine 
rods,  twenty-one,  211b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Hill,  four,  41b.  5oz. 
Edinburgh  Amateur,  eleven  rods,  twenty-five,  211b. ; 
Mr.  T.  F.  Spence,  six,  81b.  IOjz.  Northumberland, 
eight  rods,  eleven,  Tib.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Armstrong,  five, 
31b.  Pollokshields,  thirteen  rods,  nineteen,  121b.  12oz. ; 
Mr.  J.  McPherson,  four,  21b.  ISaz.  Falkirk, 
nine  rods,  forty-three,  311b. ;  Mr.  J.  Kirk,  seven, 
51b.  12oz.  Clackmannanshire,  twenty  rods,  forty-two, 
331b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Macdocald,  six,  51b.  15ciz.  The  annual 
match  between  the  Northumberland  and  Bridge  of  Allan 
Clubs,  six  reds  a-side,  resulted  in  Bridge  of  Allan  winning 
by  101b.  4cz  ,  viz..  Bridge  of  Allan,  twenty  -nine,  171b.  5oz. ; 
Northumberland,  eleven,  71b.  loz.  The  two  heaviest 
creels  were  got  by  Mr.  Bramwell,  Northumberfand  Club, 
six  trout,  31b.  14oz. ;  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  Bridge  of  Allan 
Club,  six,  31b.  13cz.  Private  parties  who  had  the  bestsport 
were  Mr.  Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan,  and  Mr.  Dunemure, 
Callander,  twenty-seven  trout,  231b.;  Messrs.  Reynolds 
and  Richardson,  Newcastle,  fifteen,  181b. ;  Mr,  H.  Case, 
London,  and  Mr.  E.  D.  Croall,  Edinburgh,  eighteen,  131b. ; 
Mr.  Vaughan,  Newcastle,  thirteen,  101b. ;  Mr,  Riddell, 
London,  ten,  71b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  C.  Stewart,  Edinburgh, 
eleven,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Armstrong  and  Bramwell,  New- 
castle, twenty-four,  1.31b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Hea,  Newcastle, 
eighteen,  141b. ;  Messrs.  Walker  and  Veitch,  Edinburgh, 
ten,  91b.  4oz. — Robert  Laing. 

LochnesB  (Fojeis  Hotel).— Fishing  Loch  Mhor 
from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  Wednesday,  May  16th,  Captain 
Cowans  got  sixteen  trout,  101b.  ;  and  Mr,  Inglis,  one 
trout,  lib.  On  the  17th,  Captain  Cowans  got  eighteen 
trout,  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Inglis,  ten  trout,  61b.  On  the  18th, 
Mr.  Inglis  got  one  trout,  21b.,  on  Loch  Mhor:  and 
General  Briggs,  one  trout,  21b.,  on  Loch  Ness.— S.  Til- 

STOX. 

Iioob  Ruthven. — The  following  trout  have  been 
taken:  May  7tb,  Mr.  Nelson,  twenty-eight;  Messrs. 
Miller,  thirty-eight.  8;h,  Mr.  Nelson,  twenty-six;  Mr. 
Miller,  eighteen.  9th,  Mr.  Nelson,  forty-four ;  Mr.  Miller, 
twenty-two.  10th,  Mr.  Nelson,  thirty-four.  11th,  Mr. 
Nelson,  eighteen ;  Mr.  Miller,  thirteen.  12th,  Mr.  Nelson, 
twenty-two  ;  Mr.  Miller,  twenty-four;  Mr.  C.  D.  Stewart, 
thirty-six  — J.  G.  and  Co. 

iyon  (Forting-all,  Glen  Lyop,  Perthshire).— 
Mr.  Hugh  McLellan  landed  a  beautiful  salmon  of  181b.  on 
Tuesday,   22od.    River  ia  now  in  good  ply,  —  Paul 

Ma(  PHAIL, 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thntso,  N,B.).— This  liver 
has  been  in  a  most  unfavourable  condition  owing  to  drought 
and  bright  weather,  A  change  for  the  better  has  now, 
however,  taken  place.  Amongst  the  catches  made  during 
the  past  week  :— Mr.  Gates,  Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  three 
salmon  on  Beat  No.  1  on  12th.  On  14th,  Dr,  Furner,  Syre 
Lodge,  got  one  on  No.  3 ;  and  a  Skelpick  Lodge  rod  one 
on  No,  6,  besides  losing  another.  Oa  17th,  Mr.  Johnston, 
Skelpick  Lodge,  landed  a  salmon  on  Beat  No,  2. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland,- A  decided  change  has 
been  experieucfd  in  the  weather,  and  better  conditions 
could  hardly  be  desired.  Fish  are  getting  more  plentiful 
in  the  upper  waters,  and  the  supplies  on  the  coast  are  also 
on  the  increase.  Grilse  erj  getting  more  numerous  on  the 
market  slabs,  but  none  have  as  yet  been  got  anywhere  to 
the  rod.  On  the  Braemar  waters.  Colonel  Morland 
creeled  two,  of  81b.  and  91b.,  on  tha  Invercauld  private 
waters,  and  several  others  of  average  weights ;  while 
Colonel  Fowler  hal  similar  sport  on  the  Fife  Arms  beat. 
The  (,!ueen  arrived  at  Balmoral  on  Wednefday.  The 
river  lh( ra  u  in  the  pink  of  condition  now,  and  Mr, 
Mather  and  other  Court  cllioials  who  love  a  cast  will  have 
a  chance  this  ye;vr  which  seldom  falls  to  their  lot.  On  the 
Birklittll  fection,  Captain  Forbes  and  i^ieutenants  Gordon 
ami  Barns,  of  II. M.  (iuitil  of  Honour,  are  iu  for  a  fair 
run  of  sport  for  the  next  live  weeks  at  least. 
On  the  Aboyne  reaches,  Mr.  D'Arcy  Taylor  had  one  of 
81b.  ;  Mr,  Whitelaw,  one  of  81b.,  while  Mr.  Barclay  had 
one  of  Hlb.,  two  of  71b.  and  81b.,  and  two  of  r.Ib.  and  Hlb., 
and  Mr.  K-)o«nvelt  two  of  7ib.  and  816.— in  all  ten  fijh  were 
got  for  the  week.  A  vary. fair  spring  has  been  enjoyed  in 
theoe  partf.  On  th;  Uees  water,  Mr.  D'Arcy  Clark 
creeled  four  (ijh,  goaling  from  (ilb.  to  9Ib.    On  Kinoardin-j 


Lodge  water.  Lord  Garrioch  landed  three  of  71b.,  71b.  and 
6Ib.  Mrs.  and  Miss  Pickering  have  now  returned  to  their 
quarters  for  the  summer  angling  season.  On  the  Carlogie 
section,  Mr,  John  Biddulph  landed  six  fish,  scaling  from 
61b.  to  91b.,  while  Mr.  Sidney  Jones  had  seventeen  fish, 
scaling  from  61b.  to  19ib.,  and  the  Hon.  Chas.  Fitzwilliam, 
Ballogie,  seventeen,  ranging  from  61b.  to  191b.  On  the 
Glentana  water,  on  Thursday  last,  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Nash 
had  threa  fish,  scaling  81b.,  81b.  and  71b.  On  the  Wood- 
end,  Mortimer  had  a  large  number  of  fish,  and  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  Drummond,  on  the  Upper  Blackball,  had 
also  a  splendid  week.  On  the  Cairnton  and  Blackball 
Castle  waters  four  and  five  fish  are  being  got  daily. 
On  the  Inchmarlo  and  Kinneskie,  which  Capt.  Gaskell 
and  Mr.  D,  Davidson  have  fished  between  them,  about  170 
fish  have  been  creeled  for  the  season.  On  the  Kinneskie 
water,  on  Thursday  last,  Dawson,  keeper,  had  three,  of 
71b,,  7§lb. ,  and  81b.  This  section  is  now  in  the  market 
for  the  next  three  months,  and  Berry,  Banchory,  will 
supply  particulars.  On  the  Crathes  water,  Mr.  Kitchener 
has  had  a  very  good  season,  while  the  Durris  lessees  have 
quite  surpassed  the  most  Bangui  ae  anticipations.  Close  on 
200  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  water  since  the  saason 
opened,  a_  record  never  before  made.  On  the  Park, 
Kingcauseie,  and  other  waters  fair  sport  continues  to  be 
got.  On  the  Don  excellent  baskets  of  trout  and  several 
salmon  are  being  creeled  on  the  reaches  between  Knore 
and  Kemnay.  The  Ythan  is  now  off  colour  and  low,  but 
the  Ugie  is  yielding  some  excellent  baskets  of  brown  trout. 

Latest,— Sport  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Dee  has  been 
exceedingly  brisk.  Mr.  Bristowe  and  rods,  on  the  Inver- 
cauld Ballater  reaches,  creeled  fifty  salmon,  scaling  from 
61b,  to  Kllb.,  in  three  days  last  week,  and  since  then  six, 
eight,  and  ten  fish  are  being  got  daily.  The  Balmoral 
keepers  are  having  four  and  five  daily  of  average  weights. 
On  the  Glentana  waters,  Sir  Wm.  Brooks'  guests  are  also 
having  excellent  sport.  Mr.  Chas.  Farquhar,  Drumnagest, 
creeled  sixteen  fish  to  his  own  rod  on  Saturday,  and  over 
a  score  are  being  killed  every  day  in  the  aggregate.  On 
the  Aboyne  reaches,  Mr.  Roosevelt  had  one  on  Tuesday, 
91b.  ;  Mr.  Barclay,  three,  of  71b.,  101b,,  and  271b. ;  Mr. 
J.  Barclay  had  also  three,  of  71b.,  71b.,  and  9ilb. ;  and 
Mr.  Bullough,  one  of  81b,  and  one  of  lUb.  On  the  Inch- 
marlo waters,  on  Monday,  Mr,  Davidson  and  sons  had 
four,  and  on  Tuesday,  five,  average  weights.  Their 
record  day  this  season  was  nineteen  fish.  On  the  Park 
waters,  Mr.  Davidson  and  party  are  averaging  over  a 
dozen  fish  per  week. — G,  M. 

Skibo  Castle  (.Ajcdg&y,  N.B,).— Another  artificial 
angling  loch  has  jast  been  completed  within  the  policies 
under  the  special  superintendence  of  Mr.  J.  F,  Hardie, 
factor  for  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  who,  though  he  seldom 
handles  a  rifle,  is  an  ardent  votary  of  the  rod.  Since  he 
came  into  possession  of  the  Skibo  estates  he  has  done  a 
great  deal  towards  improving  the  angling  on  the  various 
lochs  and  streams  thereon  by  introducing  fish  from  other 
quarters.  He  has  now  three  artificial  lochs  running  in  a 
line  eastwards  from  below  the  castle,  and  supplied  with 
water  from  Clashmore  Burn  and  other  sources.  The 
newly-constructed  loch  covers  over  one-fourth  of  an  acre. 
It  U  stocked  with  Migdale  trout  from  a  local  hatchery, 
which  were  conveyed  in  vans  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
fish.  The  other  lochs —natural  and  artificial — were 
stocked  a  year  or  two  ago  from  Mr.  Murison's  hatchery  at 
Melvich,  They  are  doing  splendidly.  On  the  lochs  within 
the  policies  trout  run  up  to  3ilb. ,  and  generally  average 
about  IJlb,  In  this  connection  it  should  be  stated  Mr. 
Hardie  is  an  able  expert  in  angling  matters. — B. 

South  of  Scotland,- Heavy  rains  fell  over  the 
Border  district  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  the  waters 
were  in  flood  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  will  remain  in 
first-class  order  for  a  week,  A  large  number  of  rods  were 
out  on  the  different  rivers,  fishing  with  worm  bait  in  the 
floods,  and  sea  trout  and  yellow  tront  were  caught.  In  the 
Sol  way  the  best  show  of  salmon  this  year  took  plac?  on 
Tuesday,  and  the  nets  had  splendid  catches  near  Annan, 
Sea  trout,  however,  are  not  making  such  a  satisfactory 
show  as  expected  by  the  lessees  and  fishermen,  though  the 
beat  run  generally  comes  on  in  June.  Pishing  with  worm 
bait  in  the  Annan,  at  Mount  Annan,  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Andrew  Bell  (Mr,  Pasley  Dirom's  keeper) 
killed  one  sea  trout  and  a  number  of  yellow 
trout.  Mr,  Will  Robinson  caught  one  sea  trout 
and  a  number  of  yellow  trout  in  Mount  Annan  water  on 
Tuesday  with  worm,  Mr.  H.  Boyd  bad  several  good  yellow 
trout,  one  of  which  weighed  2JIb.,  in  Warmanbie  water. 
On  Wednesday  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  took  one  sea  trout  with 
Devon  minnow  in  the  Holm  water,  and  he  had  one  or  two 
yellow  trout.  Another  gentleman  caught  ten  yellow  trout 
at  Annan  Bridge  with  worm  bait.  In  the  middle  and 
higher  waters  good  sport  was  had  in  the  floods.  The  Nith 
was  in  spate  on  Tuesday,  and  large  numbers  of  anglers 
were  out  on  the  main  stream  of  the  higher  waters,  as 
also  on  the  tributaries.  Some  excellent  baskets  were 
obtained,  the  smaller  burns  did  very  well.  About  the 
Sanquhar  district  the  catches  were  good,  as  also  down 
by  Enterkin-foot.  In  the  Galloway  district  some 
capital  catches  were  made  with  worm  and  fly.  In  the 
Ken  of  Galloway  three  visitors  had  about  fifty  yellow 
trout ;  and  two  other  gentlemen,  fishing  the  Deuoh  of 
Galloway,  had  a  couple  of  dozen.  Fair  sport  has  been 
obtained  on  Lochinvar.  In  the  Ayrshire  district  the  lochs 
are  improving  daily.  On  Loch  Doon  of  Dalmelliugton 
Mr.  Walker  and  party,  of  Ayr,  were  out  on  throe  dajs, 
and  caught  over  two  hundred  yellow  tront  on  this  loch, 
though  none  of  the  trout  were  large.  On  the  river  Ayr, 
between  Stairbridge  and  the  foot  of  the  Lugar,  good  sport 
has  been  had  with  fly  and  worm.  On  the  Solway  Der- 
went  the  angling  was  very  quiet  last  week.  Mr.  Muller, 
of  Cockerinoutli,  had  several  fine  yellow  trout  with  fly. 
Mr.  Tettcock,  the  (ilobj  Hotel,  took  a  number  of  capital 
tront  on  Butlermere.  The  Irt  and  Cocker  were  too  low 
last  week,  and  little  was  done.    On  Bassenthwalte  some 


good  baskets  of  trout  were  caught,  besides  several  pike. 
Waste  water  gave  fair  sport  last  week  to  visitors.— 
Heathereell. 

Spey  (Morayshire),— Although  the  weather  has 
recently  been  bitterly  cold  sport  is  better  than  for  the  past 
few  weeks,  especially  on  the  upper  reaches,  where  there 
has  been  a  decided  improvement  within  the  last  few  days. 
From  the  Aberlour  House  water,  on  Thursday,  Mr.  John 
Mackenzie,  fisherman,  landed  a  salmon  of  71b.,  as  also  one 
of  61b.  by  Mr.  D.  McDiarmid.  On  the  Easter  Elchies 
water,  on  Wednesday,  Sir  Ralph  Hare  killed  one  of  91b, ; 
while  on  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  this  day  week,  Mr, 
Wm.  Duncan,  fisherman,  had  one  of  8Jlb.  This  day  week 
an  angling  competition  took  place  on  the  Wester  Elchies 
water,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr,  J,  W,  H,  Grant,  of 
Wester  Elchies,  but  owing  to  the  weather  being  rather 
unsuitable  the  results  were  not  so  good  as  would  have  been 
wished.    The  baskets  averaged  from  2Jlb.  to  Olb. — J.  M, 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Streams.— 
Since  last  report  the  weather  has  been  much  against  the 
fly  fisher.  Those  who  have  killed  trout  during  the  past 
week  in  the  Kelso  district  say  that  the  tront  are  in  very 
poor  condition  indeed.  One  basket,  got  by  Mr.  John 
Mercer,  weighed  SJlb,,  and  in  it  was  a  trout  14in.  long, 
which  only  weighed  IJlb,  This  was  caught  on  Teviot,  ond 
of  the  best  feeding  streams  in  the  Border  district,  so  this 
will  show  how  the  trout  season  is  doing  here.  Mr. 
Mercer's  basket  contained  three  dozen  trout  without 
the  above-named  large  one.  On  the  Eden  the  same 
angler  has  had  two  baskets  of  4lb.  and  SJlb.  respectively, 
and  these  were  all  got  with  fly.  Mr.  R,  B.  Moscrip, 
Morebattle,  on  the  Kale  with  worm  and  minnow,  has 
killed  a  nice  dish  of  two  dozen,  and  although  not  weighed, 
they  would,  I  am  certain,  have  drawn  the  scale  at  about 
41b.  to  51b.  On  the  same  river,  Mr,  James  Armstrong 
had  3Jlb.  with  minnow  on  Friday  last.  On  the  Teviot, 
Mr,  William  Barff,  Kelso,  had  21b.  and  3ilb,,  but  these 
were  for  a  whole  day's  fishing,  and  this  angler  is  one  of  the 
best  going,  so  this  will  show  how  things  are  moving,  I 
may  here  state  that  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle  has  been  selected 
to  represent  the  Keho  A,S.  at  the  forthcoming  National 
Clubs'  Competition  to  be  held  on  Loohleven  on  June  13. 
The  weather  conditions  in  the  Border  districts  have 
now  improved  somewhat,  and  anglers  anticipate  better 
sport  soon.  Some  small  baskets,  of  about  2lb.  to  31b., 
have  been  got,  as  well  as  the  above  noticed.  As  for 
salmon  angling,  the  business  at  the  present  time  is  nil. 
No  rods  ai'e  on  the  water,  and  yet  there  are  a  few  fish  to 
be  seen  in  all  the  various  streams  and  pools.  The  Border 
clubs  are  now  busy  with  their  spring  competitions,  and  I 
give  you  a  few  of  the  takes  in  each,  as  follows  :  Berwick 
District  Club :  let,  Wm.  Redpath,  51b.  8oz. ;  2nd,  John 
Frazer,  31b.  2oz.  ;  3rd,  R.  Ross,  31b.  4oz. ;  4th,  P,  Mel- 
vjlle,  21b.  9oz. ;  5th,  J.  Macgregor,  21b,  5oz,  The  compe- 
tition was  held  on  the  Whitadder.  The  Duns  Merchants' 
Club  held  their  annual  competition  on  the  Whitadder 
and  tributaries  on  Wednesday :  Ist,  W,  Willins,  101b. 
3oz. ;  2nd,  A,  Blaoktar,  61b.  10  oz.;  3rd,  Alexander 
Hastie,  51b.  12oz. ;  4th,  A,  W,  Martin  (former  winner), 
9ib,  lOoz. ;  5th,  Jas.  D.  Lawrie,  51b,  8oz. ;  6th,  A,  L, 
Wood,  51b,  8oz. ;  heaviest  dozen,  W,  Fulton,  31b,  7oz. ; 
John  A,  Lawrie,  31b,  2oz. ;  heaviest  half-dozen,  R.  Cow, 
lib,  3)z. ;  heaviest  trout,  W.  Fulton,  lOJoz.  The  Langton 
and  Fogo  Club.— Results :  1st,  Thomas  Moffat,  81b. ;  2nd, 
David  Hunter,  71b.  13oz. ;  3rd,  Charles  Ellison,  71b.  7oz. ; 
other  baskets  down  to  5 Jib.  Heaviest  twelve,  David 
Hunter,  41b.  13oz. ;  half-dozen,  James  Graham,  21b.  15Joz. ; 
heaviest  trout,  James  Graham,  10|oz.  The  Cumledge 
Mill  Club's  results  were  as  follows : — 1st,  John  Forrest, 
161_b.  15oz.;  2nd,  David  Paxton,  Sib.  loz.;  3rd,  Alexander 
Tait,  111b. ;  other  baskets  down  to  41b.  Best  trout,  11, 
Thomson,  lOoz, ;  best  half-dozen,  R.  Thomson,  21b.  OJoz. ; 
best  dozen,  John  Forrest,  3lb.  ISjoz,— Maxwhekl. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballina  (Imperial  and  Royal  Private  Waters). 

— There  has  not  been  any  anglers  fishing  the  river  Moy 
since  my  last  report,  and  I  am  sure  that  if  there  were  I 
would  have  a  good  report  to  make.  Already  the  grilse  are 
running  in  large  numbers,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of 
us  having  a  good  angling  year. — The  Manager, 

Baun  (Kilrea),— The  past  week  has  been  one  of  the 
worst  experienced  for  the  present  season  for  trout  and 
calmon  angling.  The  piercing  east  wind  never  ceasing, 
with  a  cloudless  sky  and  bright  sunshine  during  the  day 
and  frost  at  night,  caused  the  trout  to  almost  refuse  the 
fly  ;  yet  a  few  were  taken  on  all  the  reaches.  The  scarcity 
of  natural  flies  continues,  and  few  sedges  are  yet  to  be 
seen  on  the  banks.  The  cold  has  prevented  the  few  that 
are  here  from  going  out  over  the  surfaoe  of  the  water  in  the 
evenings.  As  I  write  another  flood  is  running  down  the 
tiibutaiies,  but  as  it  is  not  large  it  will  not  have  the  effect 
of  discolouring  the  water  much  in  any  of  the  sections. 
Salmon  are  now  all  over  the  river,  from  Goleraine  to 
Toome,  and  some  have  already  been  taken  by  the  nets  in 
Lough  Neagh.  There  should  be  good  sport  in  the  coming 
week,  as  the  temperature  has  risen  after  the  late  rains.- 
Daniel  O'Fbe. 

Btlfast  and  Bifitriot.— Welcome  rain  which  helped 
to  put  the  rivers  and  lakes  in  better  order  fell  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday.  CJuite  a  number  of  anglers  were  out  on  the 
Woodburn  dams  with  indifferent  success,  Mr.  Samuel  G, 
Taylor  killing  the  best  fish,  which  was  a  fine  2|lb.  rainbow 
trout,  ou  the  North  dam.  The  rainbow  trout  in  the  dami 
are  growing  very  rapidly  evidently.  The  Clady  rose  a  few 
inches.  Two  local  anglers  on  Tuesday  killed  twenty  small 
trout,  A  few  salmon  have  got  up  the  Maine  from  Lough 
Neagh,  but  none  yet  brought  to  bank,  Trouting  shows  ao 
improvement  on  the  Maine, — J,  A,  B, 

Boyne. — The  Boyne  has  got  into  fair  order.  Since  last 
report  salmon  fishing  improved,  there  being  now  a  good 
head  of  fish  in  the  river,  Salmon  smolts  ate  more  numerous 
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than  they  were  in  the  paat  four  years — which  pDrtands 
well  for  the  future  fishing. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegral). — This  river  is  agaia  in 
fine  fishing  order,  and  Mr.  T.  Gilroy  landed  two  fresh  run 
salmon,  of  111b.  and  101b.,  on  May  17,  and  one  of  'Jib.  on 
18th.  Grilse  are  beginniag  to  show  in  the  river  this  week, 
and  some  good  sport  should  now  be  had. — M.  Rogan  and 

SON'S. 

Corrib  (Galwaj ). — The  weather  hasbaen  very  change- 
able since  last  report,  which  bad  its  usual  effect  on  salmon 
fishing.  The  Yellow  Goldfinch  all  the  season  has  killed 
steadily ;  in  fact,  it  has  been  the  most  saccessfnl  fly. 
Amongst  the  salmon  fishers  oat  lately  were :  Mr.  Moni- 
ment,  Mr.  Upcher,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Nathan  Cohen,  Mr. 
L.  S.  C.  Brooke,  and  Capt.  Palmer.  The  Green  Drake  is 
rising  on  Lough  Corrib.  The  121b.  trout  killed  by  Mr. 
Deane-Drake  on  the  latter  water  his  been  set  up. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Bivers.  —  Both  the  Ballinderry  and 
Blackwater  are  in  better  order  for  the  rain.  Trout  are 
shy  of  rising.  There  is  no  warmth  yet  in  the  air. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (BaUyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Salmon 
angling  began  on  the  Erne  on  2l8t  inst.,  and  the  first  sal- 
mon of  the  season  taken  on  it  with  rod  and  line  was 
landed  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Fox,  a  beauty  of  201b.  weight ;  and 
in  an -hour  after  Captain  Fyfe  Jameson  landed  a  splendid 
salmon,  weighing  141b. ;  and  Sir  H.  B.  B:ob8rtson  landed 
a  beautiful  fresh  run  salmon  cf  161b.  on  22nd  inst.  ;  and 
Mr.  Brady  another  of  similar  weight.  The  following 
number  of  magnificent  trout  were  taken  on  the  upper  and 
lower  portions  of  the  Erne  during  the  past  week  :  Mr.  A, 
Stubbs,  five  trout,  of  61b.,  41b.,  31b.,  31b.,  and  2Jlb. ;  Sir 
H.  B.  Robertson,  two  trout,  of  6lb.  and  31b. ;  Mr.  A.  W. 
Fox,  two  trout,  of  41b.  and  31b. ;  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Ealli, 
eight  trout,  weighing  from  lib.  to  3Jlb.  Several  other 
anglers  took  a  number  of  trout,  weighing  from  21b.  to  3Jlb. 
The  May  Fly  has  appeared  on  Lough  Erne,  and  should  be 
at  its  best  about  Ist  prox.  A  good  May  Fly  season  is 
anticipated  by  anglers  among  the  big  trout  on  Lough 
Erne.  The  salmon  reported  taken  on  Lough  Melvin  iu 
our  last  week's  report  were  caught  by  Messrs.  Whitehead, 
Greaves,  and  Captain  C.  R.  Barton. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Lennon  (EUmacrenan).— In  the  recent  spite 
plenty  of  salmon  ran  up  the  Lennon,  so  that  summer 
fishing  is  assured.  Colonel  Campion  and  Mr.  Watt  had 
some  success  lately ;  while  trout  are  showing  in  Lough 
Fern.— J.  A.  B. 

Iiongii  Conn  (Oortnorabbey  Hotel).— The  fishing 
for  the  past  few  days  has  riot  been  as  good  as  earlier  in  the 
week.  Mr.  MacMelty,  on  the  16th,  made  a  nica  basket  of 
trout,  weighing  ISJlb.,  the  largest  weighing  3 Jib.  On  the 
irth,  the  same  gentleman  lost  two  beautiful  salmon,  owing 
to  the  tackle  giving  way.  Colonel  Gascoigne,  onlthe  same 
date,  killed  two  large  trout,  scaling  8Ib.,  and  several 
small  ones.  On  the  19th,  Mr.  Garvey  lost  a  salmon ; 
killed  a  few  nice  trcut. — Manager. 

Zionghs  Slask  and  Corrib.— Sport  much  improved, 
and  trout  beginning  to  rise  to  fly  freely.  Some  large 
trout  caught  trolling,  ranijing  from  31b.  to  121b.,  largest 
taken  by  Mr.  Drake.  With  favourable  weather  excellent 
sport  may  be  expected. 

ZiOTigh  Melvin. — Some  grand  sport  was  enjoyed 
amongst  the  salmon  and  trout  on  this  lake  during  the  past 
week.  The  following  are  the  particulars  :  Mr.  T.  White- 
head landed  four  fresh-run  salmon,  of  111b,,  lOJlb.,  91b., 
71b. ;  three  of  the  above  salmon  were  taken  in  the  one 
day,  on  18th  inst.,  and  all  with  the  fly.  Capt.  C.  R. 
Barton  took  four  salmon  also  daring  the  past  week,  of 
lOilb..  91b.,  7 Jib.,  and  a  beauty  weighing  201b., 
which  gave  the  captain  great  sport  on  18ch  inst. 
Miss  Violet  Barton  and  Miss  H.  Barton  landed  three  fresh- 
ran  salmon,  on  21st  inst.,  of  111b.  lOJlb.,  and  81b.;  Miss 
Violet  landed  two  out  of  the  three.  Capt.  F.  W.  Jones 
took  a  fine  basket  of  gillaroo  and  brown  trout,  containing 
twenty-eight  trout,  and  weighing  16Jlb.,  on  19th  inst. ; 
and  Capt.  McNeill  and  Capt.  Fyfe  Jameson  took  a 
similar  basket  of  gillaroo  and  brown  trout  on  same  day. 
Numerous  baskets  of  gillaroo  trout  and  brown  trout  were 
taken  during  the  past  week  by  the  anglers  out  from 
Grarrison,  Belleek,  Kinlongh,  Bandoran,  and  Bally- 
shannon,  and  the  sport  generally,  on  all  parts  of  the  lake, 
could  not  have  been  better,  and  continues  so  at  time  of 
writing,  and  favourable  fishing  weather  prevails. — 
M.  RooAN  AND  Sons. 

Monxne  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone).  — The 
Moarne  ran  down  clear  last  week.  The  rain  of  this  week 
raised  it  into  fair  order,  yet  trouting  still  is  dull,  only  a 
few  fish  having  been  killed  on  the  fly.  A  graat  number  of 
the  English  anglers  who  patronised  the  Mourne  in  former 
seasons  are  now  in  South  Africa.  Trouting  is  dull  on  the 
Glenelly,  Derg,  Finn,  and  other  tributaries.  Salmon  may 
soon  be  expected  in  the  lower  reaches.  There  is  no 
appearance  yet  of  the  May  Fly,  possibly  due  to  the  rather 
chilly  weather  which  has  retarded  the  rise  generally  all 
over  Ireland. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  Hotel  Private  Waters  (Ballina).— Water  in 
good  order,  with  south  winds  and  plenty  of  fish  on  the 
pools.  Anglers  are  doing  fairly  well  (?n  the  upper  and 
lower  reaches.  The  summer  fish  are  coming  in  now,  and 
the  river  is  well  stocked  with  them  and  sea  trout,  so  there 
is  every  prospect  of  a  good  season  from  the  number  of  fry 
that  went  down  to  sea. — John  Devkrs. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Killaloe).— On 
Saturday,  May  19,  the  wind  veered  from  nor'-east  to  sou'- 
west — juat  what  we  wanted  on  the  lake— when  Mr.  W. 
Ifalmesly  Cotbam  and  Mr.  Bertram  Gotham,  Breecot, 
England,  were  rewarded  with  the  capture  of  four  trout, 
largest  31b.  On  Monday  they  landed  five  trout,  largest 
4Jlb.  Several  other  brown  lake  trout  have  also  been 
taken  by  other  rods.  There  have  been  violent  storms  on 
lake  and  river  this  week,  which  have  prevented  anglers 
from  ventaring  out.  To-day  (Wednesday)  it  is  milder, 
and  a  good  many  boata  have  therefore  gone  op  the  lake. 


This  grand  sport  may  be  said  to  be  only  commencing  now. 
Any  number  of  English  anglers  are  hasteniug  hither^  and 
in  my  next  report  I  fully  expect  to  send  you  a  long  list  of 
big  fish  captured  on  our  beautiful  Lough  Derg.  Salmon 
fishers  have  had  very  good  sport  this  week.  Major 
Bunbury,  just  returned  on  leave  from  the  Soudan,  where 
he  has  won  ia  the  Omdurman  affair  the  V.C.  and 
obtained  his  majority,  brought  to  boat  on  the  16th,  on 
Major  Traherne's  water,  two  freshly  run  salmon,  25lb. 
and  2llb. ;  17th,  P.  Ji  yan  apd  W.  Fogarty,  on  same  water, 
one  salmon,  171b.;  18th,  Major  Bunbury,  one  very  fine 
salmon,  271b. ;  20th,  P.  Ryan  and  W.  Fogarty,  one,  151b. ; 
Colonel  Longbourne,  fishing  Major  Traherne's  water, 
landed  two  salmon,  l!»lb  and  IJlb. ;  2lst,  one,  121b.  ;  Mr. 
R.  Buckworth  (Redworth  Manor,  ( Hewer, Windsor)  landed, 
on  Mr.  W.  Young's  water,  two  beautiful  salmon,  251b.  and 
211b.;  22Qd,  Mr.  Buckworth's  friend,  Dr.  Tarrant,  killed 
two  equally  handsome  fish,  301b.  and  151b.  A  few  fish 
have  also  been  taken  on  Mr.  W.  Young's  lower  beats. 
Grand  prospects  of  sport  on  river  and  lake.  The  grilse 
may  be  expected  any  moment  from  the  Atlantic. — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  weather  has  now 
become  wet,  and  we  should  soon  have  a  little  increase  of 
water.  This  would  not  materially  injure  the  fishing,  as 
the  river  has  been  falling  during  the  week.  On  Doonass, 
Mr.  S.  F.  Vansittart  killed  two  silmon,  121b.  and  181b., 
on  21st.  On  Prospect,  Mrs.  Townshend  killed,  17th,  one 
salmon,  17ilb.  On  Newgarden,  Gol.  Townshend  killed, 
17th,  one  salmon,  231b.  On  Hermitage,  Lord  Massy  killed, 
15th,  one  salmon,  261b. ;  17th,  one  salmon,  161b.  On 
Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed,  16th,  two  salmon, 
151b.  and  311b.— J.  Enright  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (OXnlliu^aT).— The  May  Fly 
or  Greendrake  began  to  make  its  appearance  on  Loughs 
Ennel  and  Deiravaragh  on  Friday  last,  but  up  to  date, 
owing  to  the  cold  weather,  it  is  not  very  numerous.  A 
number  of  boats  turned  out  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
but  sport  as  yet  is  poor.  Several  tourist  anglers  have 
arrived,  and  have  visited  the  lakes.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  ascertain  the  number  or  weight  of  the  best  baskets, 
but  on  Tuesday  I  had  two  very  plump,  beautiful  trout, 
3|lb.  and  3J^lb.  respectively,  myself.  To-day  the  wind  was 
light,  and  veered  to  the  north  ;  one  fish  par  rod  was  about 
the  average,  and  this  also  applies  in  my  case.  The  hotels 
and  fishing  quarters  are  filling  rapidly — T,  J.  W. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth. — Everybody  has  been  so  excited  and  glad 
at  the  news  from  the  seat  of  war  that  they  have  not  had 
patience  to  go  fishing.  Some  few,  however,  have  had 
some  good  catches  of  pollack  aad  pouting.  The  latter  are 
very  large.  School  bats  are  still  feeding  in  the  Hamoaze, 
but  the  largest  are  being  caught  off  Penlee  Point,  and  the 
Rame  mackerel  are  still  being  brought  in  in  great  numbers 
by  the  drift  boats,  and  they  are  in  very  fine  condition. — 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).— The  weather  has  been 
very  unfavourable  for  fishing.  Some  fair-sized  pouting, 
dabs,  and  flounders  have  been  taken,  as  well  as  eels,  up  to 
a  pound  in  weight. — W.  E.  Laker. 


Jingling  'fixtures. 

May  27.   

Dalston :  Annual  dinner. 
Original  Clerkenwell :  Annual  dinner. 
Second  Surrey  :  Annual  dinner. 
Walthamstow  Brothers :  Outing  to  Broxboume. 
May  28. 

Anglers'  _  Association :    Adjourned    annual  general 
meeting. 

Blackfriars  :  Supper  and  distribution, 
Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Visit. 
Canning  Town  :  Distribution. 
Greenwich:  Annual  dinner. 
Mitre  Brothers  :  Distribution  and  concert. 
West  London  :  Annual  dinner. 
May  29. 
Dalston  :  Distribution. 

Gresham:  Lecture  by  Mr.  J.  Tayler  ("  Red  Palmer  "). 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Waggoners :  Distribution. 
May  30. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Distribution. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Original  Alexandra :  Distribution. 

Phoenix :  Annual  dinner. 
May  31. 

Alma :  Annual  supper. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Annual  dinner. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 

St.  Albans  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Thames  Restocking  Association :  Annual  meeting  at 
Carr's  Restaurant. 

June  6. — Hounslow  :  Smoking  concert. 

,,  10. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  10. — Islington-Brothers  ;  Brake  outing. 

,,  12. — Good  Intent :  Distribution. 

,,  12. — Islington  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

,,  13. — Albion  Brothers :  Distribution. 

,,  13. — Camden:  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  13. — Cosy  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

,,  13, — Seymour  Brothers :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  17. — Clerkenwell  Visiting  List :  Competition. 

,,  17. — West  Ham  Brothers :    Match  at  Hatfield 
Peverel. 

,,  18. — Clissold  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  18. — Islington  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 

,,  18. — Original   Alexandra ;   A.B.S.    concert  and 
diatribution. 


i^epaxts  from  Clu&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretarien  that  tlieir  Reporlg  must 
reach  ua  not  later  thorn,  SIX  o'clock  on  Thnraday 

Evening.  AMrena  "  Editor  Fihhino  Gazettk,  St. 
Dunntan's  House,  Fetler-lrme,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers' Association,  Cripplegite  Institute,  Golden, 
lane,  E.G.— The  annual  meeting  is  adjourned  till  Monday 
evening  next,  May  28,  at  8.— R.  GiiuiiXKY. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— I  beg  to  acknow- 

ledge,  with  thanks,  £2  Carlton,  £1  19i.  (.(aeen's  Angling 
Societies,  from  their  donation  boxes. — It.  'iHi.'K.vEV. 

Allason  United  Srothero'  Anglinj^  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
On  May  23rd  we  had  a  fair  number  present,  and  our  new 
rules  were  read  and  passed  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The 
delegate's  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  E.  .lackson 
received  instructions  for  the  A. A.  delegate  adjourned 
meeting  for  Monday  next.  We  thank  Mr.  Whitmore  for 
last  season's  priise  and  the  offer  of  another :  also  other 
gentlemen  who  offered  prizes.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  close  the  business. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square.- Oar  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  took  place  on  i\lay  23rd,  when  a  large  company  of 
members  and  friends  were  present.  The  prizes  were  dis- 
tributed by  the  president,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalfe,  and  a 
splendid  lot  of  prizes  were  promised  by  the  members  and 
friends  for  the  ensuing  season.  Members  please  note  to 
attend  next  Wednesday  to  arrange  the  prize  list.— G.  H. 

Battersea  Prls&dly  AugUng  aooioty.  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  8.W.— A  general  meeting  will 
take  place  on  May  29  for  alteration  of  rules;  also  to 
arrange  the  way  in  which  Mr.  W.  S.  Tucker's  silver  cup 
shall  be  fished  for.  Members  are  requested  to  sjnd  in 
their  names  who  require  privilege  tickets,  and  state 
whether  Anglers'  or  Central. — A.  Dejonge. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  8.E. — Oar  supper  and  distribution  takes 
place  on  Monday,  May  28,  at  8  p.m.,  and  promises  to  be  a 
success.  Should  like  to  receive  prizes  at  earliest.  Mr. 
G.  H.  Shepherd,  chair,  Mr.  Whiles,  vice-chair.  Several 
new  members  dowa  for  election. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  tSooimy,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— Our  return  visit  on 
the  Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List  takes  place  on 
May  28,  on  which  occasion  the  chair  will  be  occupied  by 
Mr.  R.  Lummes,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  clubs  well  repre- 
sented.— T.  Paternoster. 

Burlington  Anglers,  Burlington-road,  Westbourne 
Park,  W. — The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  was  held  at  the 
Burlington,  on  Thursday,  May  17,  when  a  goodly  number 
sat  down  to  a  most  enjoyable  repast.  The  absence  of  our 
late  president,  who  has  gone  to  the  front,  was  much 
regretted  by  those  present,  and  his  health  (with  hopes  for 
his  safe  return)  was  most  enthusiastically  drtmk.  The 
various  prizes  were  distributed  to  the  successful  competi- 
tors, and  a  splendid  list  of  prizes  promised  for  the  ensuing 
year.  Harmony  then  reigned  for  the  remainder  of  the 
evening,  and  the  all-round  talent  was  excellent.— J.  W. 
Morgan. 

Cambrldgd  Heath  Brothers  AagUng  Society, 

Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath,  E. — At  our  usual  weekly  meeting  on  'Tuesday  last, 
the  delegates  report  was  discussed,  and  prizes  won  last 
year  were  under  discussion.  I  beg  to  remind  members  that 
A.B.S.  tickets  are  now  out,  and  shall  be  pleased  to 
receive  names.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  until  next 
Tuesday,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  see  members  attend 
early  to  settle  date  of  distribution  of  prizes  and  other 
business.  Mr.  C.  J.  King  reports  having  taken  a  trout  of 
91b.  5oz.  at  St.  Margaret's  ;  it  has  gone  to  be  "  coopered." 
— P.  Loft. 

Clapham  Jnuotlon   Angling    Soole^,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Olapham  Junction,^  S.W.— 

Oar  26th  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place  on  the  2  Ist,  which  proved  a  great  success.  After 
the  cloth  was  removed,  tiarmony  was  the  order,  when 
several  members  and  friends  kindly  contributed  to  same. 
I  have  pleasure  in  saying  that  we  have  a  grand  prize 
sheet  to  start  our  next  season  with.  We  wish  to  return 
our  sincere  thanks  to  donors  of  prizes,  &a.  Many  thanks 
to  Mr.  H.  Gadwell  for  his  present.— G.  L.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.  —  Our  fifth  annual 
dinner  was  held  on  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  S.  J.  Willis  in 
the  chair,  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  vice-chair.  He  gave  the 
toast  of  "The  Club,"  giving  us  some  very  good  tips  for 
the  coming  season.  Mr.  E.  C.  Stanley  responded,  who 
read  the  list  of  prize  winners  for  the  past  year.  Mr. 
King  gave  "The  Visitors,"  responded  to  by  Mr.  Mark 
King.  Mr.  Carpenter,  "  The  Chairman,"  wmch  was  ably 
responded  to.  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Willis  were  pro- 
posed as  members.  A  good  programme  waa  provided 
under  the  able  direction  of  Mr.  Will  Owers.  Mr.  Norman 
Branson  scored  with  his  humorous  sketch  "  Snuffles." 
Among  other  artists  were  Mr.  F.  Woods,  R.  Arnold,  C. 
Lowes,  Walter  Clements,  Mr.  B.  G.  Boddy.  A  record 
prize  list  was  taken,  amounting  to  £23  12a,,  besides  a 
clock,  medal,  walking  stick,  rod,  tackle  book,  billiard  cue 
and  case,  tea  set,  &a.  Altogether  a  most  auccessful 
evening. — F.  Bishop. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — Do  not  forget  the  visit  to  the  Bloomsbury  Bros, 
at  their  new  quarters,  The  Windsor  Castle,  152,  High 
Holbom,  on  Monday  evening.  They  are_  good  visitors. 
The  Clerkenwell  visiting  list  competition  will  take  place  at 
Amberley  on  June  17.— F.  Castell. 
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Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  XewiDgton,  N. — Members  and  friends 
please  notice  that  our  annual  supper  will  be  held  over  until 
June  18,  owing  to  unforeseen  circumstances.  I  should  be 
pleased  to  know  if  Ben  Abrahams  could  give  us  a  visit  as 
we  have  attended  all  up  to  date,  and  have  been  quite  over- 
looked.— T,  Faulkner. 

Cobden  Angiing  Scoiety,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
May  11  the  twentieth  annual  dinner  of  the  club  was  a 
great  snceeea.  Seventy  sat  down  to  a  nice  dinner,  provided 
by  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Cleveland-street,  Soho.  Prizes  to  the 
value  of  £41  were  distributed  to  thirty-eight  members. 
We  have  been  promised  over  £30  in  prizes  for  the  ensuing 
year.  I  hope  members  will  attend  the  club  a  bit  better 
than  they  have  done,  and  let  me  have  their  names  for  the 
new  privilege  tickets  as  soon  as  possible. — T.  Twtman. 

Cosy  Angliiig'  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
Btreet,  Buckingham  Gate.  8.W. — Our  annual  concert  and 
distribution  of  ptizgs  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
June  13,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  see  brother  anglers 
and  friends.— J.  Whitb\ 

Salstou  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Daleton. — On  May  22  there  was  a  very 
full  attendance,  when  the  final  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  outing  on  the  27th.  The  delegates  gave  their 
report,  which  was  received  with  approbation  and  thanks. 
On  Tuesday,  the  29ch,  the  distribution  of  prizes  takes 
place,  and  I  shall  be  very  pleased  if  gentlemen  who  have 
promised  prizes  will  forward  same,  and  oblige — S. 
Malby. 

El^u  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  Notting  Hill,  W. — At  our  meeting  last 
Tuesday  Mr.  W.  Wheatly  ani  Mr.  Farebrother  were 
proposed  as  working  members.  Mr.  Bridge,  our  delegate, 
gave  in  his  report.  Mr.  W.  Pilgrim,  now  serving  in  the 
5th  Lancers,  sent  his  priz3  from  Ladysmith,  accompanied 
by  a  very  interesting  latter  about  life  in  South  Africa. 
He  tells  ns  that  looking  for  Boers  is  like  finding  a  good 
swim.  Will  members  try  and  attend  meeting  next 
week  to  arrange  brake  outin?  ? — G.  King. 

Epsom  Angling  Society,  The  Wellington,  High- 
street,  Epsom,  —  The  annual  dinner  was  held  at  the 
Wellington  Hotel  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  The  past 
season  has  been  a  big  success  financially,  for  which  they 
have  to  thank  the  present  management,  the  balance  being 
well  on  the  right  side.  Most  of  the  prizes  were  taken,  and 
the  members  consider  that  they  have  had  excellent  sport 
during  the  season,  and  there  appears  to  ba  quite  as  good 
in  store  for  the  future.  The  contributions  towards  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  have  again  been 
good.  Mr.  F.  W.  Coles  (the  president)  was  ably  supported 
by  Mr.  J.  A.  Backnill,  Mr.  E.  B.  Jay,  J.P.,  Mr.  Tryon, 
and  about  fifty  members  and  friends,  the  speeches  being 
interspersed  with  some  good  singing.  Mr.  J,  P.  Chuter 
(the  hon.  sec),  as  usual,  worked  hard  for  the  comfort  of 
aU. 

FriendsMp  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Wellington, 
High-street,  Shoreditch. — On  May  22  we  held  a  smoking 
concert  for  the  A.B.S.  and  Central  Re-stocking  Society, 
and  distribution  of  prizes.  The  chair  was  taken,  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Medcalf  and  Mr.  Wade,  by  Mr.  Howard 
(Friendship)  and  Mr.  G.  Haynes  (Amicable  Brothers).  I 
am  sorry  to  say  we  had  a  very  poor  attendance,  but  thanks 
to  our  host  and  the  artists  we  had  a  very  enjoyable  even- 
ing. During  the  evening  the  following  artists  kindly 
obliged:  Messrs.  G.  Frith,  G.  Vallor,  Fred  Bennett,  and 
Thomas.  Mr.  Andrews  sang  the  "  Absent-minded 
Beggar,"  and  a  collection  was  made  for  the  Telegrafih 
War  Fund,  after  which  Mr.  Haynes  distributed  twelve 
prizes  and  a  silver  cup,  won  by  Mr.  C.  Herbert  for  the 
greatest  number  of  roach  over  Jib.  On  May  31  we  hoid  a 
special  meeting,  and  hope  all  members  will  attend.  Do 
not  forget  the  new  house. — J.  Lkvikn. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital.  W. — On  May  22  we 
had  a  nice  show  of  trout,  Mr.  King  having  three  brace 
(nearly  101b.),  and  Mr.  Verity,  one  fish,  41b.  IJoz,,  which 
he  kindly  presented  to  the  club  for  preservation.  It  will 
be  our  first  trout,  but  for  other  fish  we  should  be  hard  to 
beat.— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  AngUug  Society,  The  Grown,  Chnroh- 
■treet,  Shoreditch. — Our  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday,  June  12,  trusting  all  members  and 
friends  will  kindly  send  their  prizes  in  before  the  time,  so 
as  to  save  disappointment ;  and  I  also  beg  to  inform 
members  that  no  new  privilege  cards  will  be  ordered  unless 
they  give  in  names  and  addresses  to  the  chairman  on  any 
meeting  uight. — K.  Ml  Bi'iiv. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Karl  of  Derby, 
Grange-read,  8.E. — The  eighteenth  annual  meeting  of  this 
society  was  held  on  the  22ad  inst.,  the  chair  being  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  J.  n.  Ilich,the  treasurer.  During  the  course 
of  the  year  seven  active  members  had  been  enrolled,  and 
although  the  expenses  for  the  twelve  months  ending  April 
last  had  been  very  heavy  (ill  Is.  only  having  been  given 
for  a  prize  out  of  the  funds),  there  was  a  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer  of  £0  '■)»,  "Jd.  Mr,  A.  Liddle  was 
elected  president  of  the  society  in  the  place  of  Mr.  J. 
Hamilton,  deceased.  Messrs.  E.  llyder,  T.  I'orbutt,  and 
A.  Chuter  wore  re-elected  vice-presidents,  as  were  also 
Mr.  J.  H.  llich  treasurer,  and  Mr.  W.  Kayes  secretary. 
Messrs.  0.  Gibbons,  W.  Rich,  sen.,  8.  Tagg,  C.  Green, 
J.  C.  Chalkley,  W.  J.  Wade,  and  Vj.  Stokes  were  re-elected 
committeemen,  and  Messrs.  W.  Hich,  .iun.,and  F'.  (i.  Hall 
were  elected  committeemen  in  the  place  cf  Messrs.  T. 
Wolland  and  I'.  Leo,  retired.  A  vote  of  thanks  having 
been  given  to  the  oflicers  and  committee  for  services 
rendered  during  the  past  year,  and  acknowledged,  the 
T.A.I'. 8.  and  A  U.S.  collecting  boxes  were  passed  round, 
and  the.  procoedingH  terminated  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  cliairtiian. — \V  K, 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Soolety,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,   Bethnal    Oreen-road.  — Will  members 


att(  nd  to  take  out  A  nglers'  Benevolent  tickets  and  privilege 
tickets,  as  we  want  to  get  together  to  arrange  prizes  and 
outing  P  I  thank  the  members  and  friends  for  subscribing 
to  our  prize  list.  Will  members  kindly  meet  on  May  2", 
between  one  and  three  o'clock,  at  T.  Symond's,  Blue 
Anchor,  Church- street,  Shoreditch,  to  arrange  about  a 
benefit  for  our  member  A.  Bagshaw,  on  Monday,  June  25  ? 
Anglers'  Benevolent  concert  secretaries  please  take  note. 

— H.  B.AGSHAW. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  HoUoway,  N. — A  general  meeting 
is  called  for  Wednesday,  June  6,  for  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  forthcoming  season  and  other  special  business. 
Mr.  T.  A.  Saunders  has  weighed-in  a  trout  31b.  6oz.— E. 
Wymee. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 

Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — At  our  meeting 
on  May  23  twenty-two  members  were  present.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  J.  Taylor  and  Mr.  WysB- 
Foster.  Five  new  members  were  elected  and  four  more 
nominated.  Oor  smoking  concert  is  postponed  to  June  6, 
when  I  hope  all  members  will  be  present. — J.  M. 
Brougham. 

Islington  Brotheri  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Wilkes  in 
the  chair,  it  was  decided  that  our  brake  outing  is  to 
Stamford  Rivers  on  June  10 ;  brake  to  start  from  club- 
house at  9  o'clock  sharp,  and  if  any  member  or  a  friend 
would  like  to  join  us  on  that  day,  would  they  kindly  inform 
the  secretary  on  or  before  Tuesday  next  ?  The  new 
privilege  tickets  will  be  ready  shortly.  Will  those  gentlemen 
who  are  honorary  members  kindly  forward  old  ticket  and 
remittance  for  new  one,  and  say  which  association. — J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — The  dis- 
tribution of  annual  and  special  prizes  will  take  place 
on  Wednesday  evening  next,  30th  inst.,  on  which  occasion 
the  members  will  have  a  supper ;  those  who  intend  being 
present  please  inform  the  secretary  not  later  than  May  27. 
Supper  will  be  served  at  nine  o'clock  precisely. — H.  B. 

J^ubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington.— Our  annual  dinner  and  distribu- 
tion on  the  22Qd  was  very  successful,  and  a  very  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent.  We  also  made  a  good  prize  list  for  the 
ensuing  season.  Will  members  who  require  privilege  and 
Benevolent  cards  send  in  their  names,  and  please  notify 
any  change  of  address  ?— G.  Bencb, 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E. — Mr.  .T.  Morgan,  of  the  above 
society,  had  a  very  good  day's  sport  last  week  with  trout. 
Since  our  concert  we  have  enrolled  five  full  members,  and 
received  support  in  sixteen  extra  prizes.  We  have  a 
meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  May  29,  at  8.30  p.m. — W. 
Freeman. 

Limebouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel, 
E. — We  have  decided  to  alter  our  headquarters  to  the 
above  address,  where  I  trust  we  may  be  as  successful  as  at 
the  old  one.  Our  best  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Kinniple, 
our  late  host,  for  his  attention ;  also  for  his  good  wishes. 
Our  prize  list  for  the  coming  season  already  reaches  to  the 
value  of  £10,  thanks  to  our  president,  Mr.  Kinniple,  Mr. 
Cloake,  Mr.  Stevens,  and  other  gentlemen.  Last  meeting, 
Messrs.  A.  Saunders,  H.  Bradshaw,  and  R.  Smallpiece 
were  proposed  for  membership.  Our  first  meeting;  at  the 
Eastern  Hotel  takes  place  on  Friday,  June  1,  when  we 
shall  be  pleased  to  see  all  members  ;  also  visitors  who  will 
favour  us  with  their  company. — R.  J.  Wells. 

Xiinooln  Angling  gooiety,  MetropoUtan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville,  N.  —  On  Tuesday  last  our 
eighteenth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place,  Mr.  C.  Watling,  sen.,  in  the  chair.  Upwards  of  thirty 
members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a  substantial  repast, 
provided  by  our  worthy  host.  A  very  pleasant  evening 
was  spent.  Some  good  prizes  have  been  promieed  for  the 
coming  season.  I  hops  to  see  a  good  muster  of  members 
on  Wednesday  next ;  election  of  oflicers  for  coming  season, 
and  other  important  business.  Mr.  Cardwell  and  Mr. 
Webber  were  elected  working  members.  A  special  general 
meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday,  June  C ;  important. — 
W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — A  Royal  Commission  on  Salmon  Fisheries 
is  now  sitting,  and  not  before  it  was  time  either.  The 
enormous  decrease  in  the  number  of  salmon  in  oar  rivers 
calls  for  drastic  remedies,  or  their  waters  will  soon  be 
depleted.  Let  us  ardently  hope  that  Lord  Elgin's  com- 
mittee's report  will  contain  some  effectual  recommenda- 
tions, and  that  these  will  be  speedily  acted  ujoon,  for  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  heavy  decrease  in  the  supply 
should  be  stayed.  Several  of  our  members  well  know  how 
this  king  of  fresh-water  fish  has  declined  in  the  Ribble, 
Lune,  Dee  (Cheshire),  and  Severn,  for  in  the  years  gone 
by  the  number  of  salmon  taken  by  them  with  rod  and_  line 
as  compared  to  now  would  be  in  the  ratio  of  one  to  six  or 
eight.  I  wrote  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and 
put  down  the  causes  of  the  large  decrease  in  number  to : 
(I)  Pollution,  which  kills  all  kinds  of  fish;  (2)  Over- 
netting,  which  prevents  too  many  fish  from  reaching  their 
spawning  beds  ;  (3)  Retention  and  sale  of  undersized  fish. 
Parliament  fhould  fi.x  a  limit  weight  (say  (ill)  ),  with,  of 


"Wot  CiiKit,  SUte?"  may  bo  a  rougli  form  of  Halulatlon, 
li\it  the  lilndllness  of  ItB  Intention  cannot  bo  nuostionoil ;  thorolore 
it  may  not  bo  out  of  place  to  adopt  it  hero.  Those  who  mar  lie 
HuffnrlnK  from  IjiuI  hoaltli  can  b«  npecdily  rollovod  Irom  their 
mi8nry  by  the  aid  of  Ilolloway's  IMIIh  and  Ointmont.  Tlioy  are 
equally  good  for  the  old,  young,  or  middlo-aftf d.  l''or  wealinoBH, 
laHHituiln,  lioacla<  ho,  fevor,  dlai  ihn  a,  dyHontory,  meaHlos,  croap, 
and  Bimilar  coniplalntu,  the»P  nicdiciucK  cannot  lie  cnualliul ; 
whilot  lor  Bkin  dlneaHeH,  Horofi,  uIccih,  Hcrofula,  and  old  wounds 
they  have  effecleil  curoH  In  oiBca  declared  liopolosn  by  eminent 
medical  men.  Full  dIreclloiiB  (ib  to  the  uhc  of  thcHO  r  cmarUable 
reniediea  are  given  to  purcbaMrH. 


course,  penalties  for  infringement.  No  grilse  or  young 
salmon,  by  whatever  name  called,  should  be  creeled.  This 
communication  has  been  acknowledged  with  thanks  by 
the  secretary  to  the  committee,  and  which,  he  says,  shall 
have  attention.  Mr.  J.  Pennington  has  had  some  grand 
spoit  among  the  trout  in  South  Wales,  taking  in  one  day 
over  100  fish.  Goodness  gracious,  how  it  makes  one's 
month  water.  And  it  is  no  fairy  tale  either,  for  it  can  be 
amply  verified,  and  J.  P.  is  not  guilty  of  what  the  ignorant 
call  fisherman's  tales, — Rd.  Woolfall. 

Uitre  Srotbers  Angling  Society,  Clondesley 
Arms,  Cloudesley-place,  Islington,  N.  —  On  Monday, 
May  28,  our  twelfth  annual  concert  and  distribution  will 
take  place  at  the  above  house,  when  we  hope  to  see  a  lot 
of  old  and  nsw  friends. — W.  Ingham. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich, — Our  quarterly  nights  will 
be  the  first  Tuesday  in  June,  September,  December,  and 
March ;  will  member.s  please  note  ?  Mr.  Adams  was 
made  a  working  member  of  this  society,  and  Mr.  Cooper, 
sen.,  and  Mr.  Cooper,  jun.,  were  proposed  as  working 
members.  Last  year's  officers  of  club  have  been  re-elected 
unanimously,  A  fine  working  committee  was  elected,  and 
I  was  made  secretary  in  place  of  Mr.  Dybol.  Will 
members  please  attend  next  Tuesday  ? — W.  E.  Nayler. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Soolety,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green.  —  I  hope 
members  will  attend  early  on  Wednesday  next  for  dis- 
tribution of  prizes.  The  tickets  for  the  A.B.S.  concert 
on  June  18  are  being  printed. — G.  Barbs. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  The  Rose,  Saville-place, 
Lambeth-road,  S.E. — Our  annual  supper  and  distribution 
of  prizes  took  place  on  May  16,  and  was  a  great  sncsess. 
The  supper  was  supplied  by  our  worthy  host,  and  placed 
on  the  table  in  excellent  style,  and  was  done  fall  justice  to 
by  the  members  and  friends  present.  After  the  cloth  wss 
cleared  harmony  ccmmenced.  Our  host,  Mr.  King,  made 
an  excellent  chairman,  and  was  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  Reid, 
cf  the  Engineers,  Westminster-road,  in  the  vice-chair. 
After  the  usual  toasts  had  been  proposed  and  responded 
to  the  prizes  were  presentid,  Mr.  B.  Ford  being  the  chief 
prize  wiener,  closely  followed  by  Mr.  A.  Holbrow,  who 
took  a  specimen  dace  prize,  14|oz.,  among  others.  During 
the  evening  a  number  of  gentlemen  gave  their  names  as 
prize  donors  for  the  ensuing  season.  Anld  Lang  Syne  " 
brought  a  most  enjoyable  evening  to  a  close. — J.  Mann. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W. — Members  and  friends  who  are  coming 
to  our  annual  dinner  on  May  30  please  let  me  know  by  the 
25th,  BO  as  to  know  how  many  to  provide  for. 
Distribution  and  harmony  to  follow.  Our  brake  outing 
will  be  on  July  1  instead  of  June  24. — R.  C. 

Rojal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square. — On  Wednesday  last  we  got 
through  our  alterations  of  rules,  and  beg  to  inform  all 
members  that  next  Wednesday  will  be  quarterly  night, 
and  members  must  clear  the  books,  and  trust  they  will  all 
show  up.— J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Albans  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince'e- 
road,  Kennington  Cross. — Our  convivial  outing  and  dinner 
to  the  Arnn  Hotel,  Pulborough,  on  the  13th,  turned  out  a 
grand  success.  We  had  a  splendid  spread  put  on  the  table 
by  Mr.  Simpson,  of  the  Arun  Hotel,  to  which  members 
and  friends  did  ample  justice.  Our  annual  dinner  and  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  takes  place  on  May  31,  and  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  receive  all  prizes  offered  at  an  early  date. — J.  T. 
Leighton. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John- street-road,  Clerkenwell. — A  special  general  meeting 
will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  30,  to  arrange  prizes 
for  the  '  opening  of  the  season,  and  other  important 
matters.  Members  will  oblige  by  making  an  early 
attendance.— F.  Thorling. 

South  Bermondssy  Club  and  Institute  Pisia- 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — We  had  a  very 
fair  meeting  on  Friday  last,  and  I  hope  all  members 
will  be  present  on  Friday  next,  as  we  have  two  or  three 
more  members  to  make.  Members  wishing  for  privilege 
and  A.B.S.  tickets,  will  please  be  present  on  Friday, 
June  8,  so  that  they  can  have  them  on  the  following 
Friday.— J.  H.  Davies. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney.— All  club  hnsiness  was  suspended  last 
Friday  on  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  Relief  of  Mafe- 
king.  Members  please  attend  next  Friday  ;  important 
buiiaess.  All  those  members  and  friends  who  have  not 
sent  their  prizes  in,  please  do  so  at  once.— W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — At  our  prize  distribution,  on  Tues- 
day last,  a  long  list  of  valuable  prizes  were  promieed  by 
various  members.  Ten  new  working  members  joined  our 
ranks.  Messrs.  Bob  Fisher,  Ted  Batt,  Alec  Pain,  W. 
Brookman,  and  T.  Lucas  contributed  to  the  harmony. 
Mr.  W.  Batt  presided  at  the  piano. — Tommy. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King's- 
streot.  Hammersmith. — Members  are  rcMuestod  to  give  in 
their  names  lor  the  privilege  tickets  for  the  new  year,  us 
the  lists  are  out. — C.  E.  Lot  u. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  a  good  attendance  on  the  2;Srd. 
Our  audit  took  place  on  the  17th,  and  I  am  very  pleased 
to  say  that  the  Waggoners  are  in  very  flourishing  circum- 
stances. We  have  a  good  balance  to  carry  torward.  Our 
distribution  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  May  29.  All  those 
gentlemen  who  have  not  yet  sent  on  their  prizes,  if  they 
will  do  (0  before  that  date  I  shall  be  extremely  obliged. 
— H.C. 

Walham  Oretn  and  Clitlaea  Angling  Society, 

Black  Hull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — A  fairly  attended  meet- 
ing, when  the  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  season  was 
discussed,  and  the  donors'  intentions  in  respect  to  same 
was  given  in  many  instances,  and  we  shall  be  glad  if  all 
donors  of  prines  will  intimate  their  wishes  at  as  early  a 
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te  aa  possible,  a.a  we  wish  to  get  the  list  in  the  printer's 
nds.    We  hope  members  will  attend  in  force  next 
edneeday,  as  a  great  deal  of  important  bnsiness  must  be 
got  through. —W.  W.  D. 

Wellingftoii  Angliue  Society,  Prince  George, 
BiUingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.B. — We  held  our  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  on  May  21,  when  Mr.  Ja».  Flower  presented 
«m.  Mr.  Papworth  was  the  recipient  of  a  very  hand- 
me  cnp,  given  by  Mr.  Flower  for  the  largest  number  of 
cimen  tish,  and  other  club  prizes;  Mr.  "General" 
rdon  took  the  second  largest  prize ;  Mr.  Jenkins,  third  ; 
d  Mr.  Westoby,  fourth.  The  concert  which  was  given 
this  cccision  went  off  very  sucoessfully.  I  wish  to 
knowledge  my  gratifications  to  brother  members  for 
eir  handsome  presentation  of  an  ivory-handled  umbrella 
and  a  silver  snuff  box  presented  me  by  Mr.  Flower  on 
resigning  my  post  as  secretary.  I  shall  value  both  gifts 
very  highly. — C.  Willett. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — We  have  a  psg-down 
match  on  June  1"  at  Hatfield  Peverel ;  all  to  go  down  by 
the  last  train  on  the  Saturday  night,  that  leaves  Stratford 
at  1150  p.m.,  and  Foresl  Gate  at  12.21  p.m.  —  R. 

LOWTHEB. 

Te  Olde  Clapham  Kovers  •Angeling  Society, 

The  Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road. — The  above  club  held 
a  meeting  on  May  22,  when  prize  distributing  wai  the 
,  order  of  the  evening,  with  Mr.  Nat  Linden  in  the  chair. 
Anyone  wishing  to  join  the  club  may  apply  any  Tuesday 
evening  from  8.30  to  10..30,— F.  Taylok. 


A  MAGNIFICENT  sliow  of  fish,  taken  by  Dr. 
Bateman  recently  at  Port  Elizabeth,  Algoa  Bay, 
namely,  sis  Cape  salmon  (best,  641b.),  total  1021b., 
will  be  shown  at  the  weekly  meeting  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  at  their  head- 
quarters, Te  Olde  Rainbow  Tavern,  15,  Fleet- 
atreet,  E.G.,  on  May  30.  It  is  expected  that  a 
very  large  attendance  of  members  and  friends 
will  be  present. 


DUrriELD  ANGLING  CLUB. 

The  annnal  dinner  of  the  above  club  tjok  placa  on 
Monday  evening  at  the  White  Hart,  when  about  forty 
members  and  friends  fat  down  to  a  groi  dinner,  provided 
by  Mr.  Flanders.  After  dinner  A.  Heny,  Esq.,  took  the 
ebair,  being  snpporttd  in  the  vice  cbair  by  G.  Terry,  E  (j. 
The  uical  loyal  toasts  were  heartily  proposed  and 
reafonded  to.  The  toast  of  the  evening,  "The  DafiSeld 
'  Aogling  Club,"  wa3  then  proposed  by  the  chairman,  win 

•  gave  a  brief  account  of  the  clab  Eioce  its  opening,  and 
'.also  remarked  how  sarry  he  was  to  see  so  few  of  the  Iccil 

gentry  present,  and  was  surprised  that  more  interest  was 
'not  taken  in  the  club  by  those  gentlemen.  He  was  also 
Borry  to  see  from  the  statement  of  accounts  that  it  does 
not  show  80  favourably  as  it  has  done  the  last  two  years, 
the  income  bticg  £3  kss  than  last  year.  In  looking  over 
the  names  of  the  guinea  members  he  was  surprised  not  to 
Fee  more  of  DoflBeld  gentlemen's  names,  gentlemen  whom 
le  knew  to  be  ardent  fishermen,  and  one  in  partic  i'ar  he 
could  name  thit  had  a  nice  lot  of  fis'a,  ciught  in  the  club 

•  waters,  and  he  'luite  thounht  he  was  a  club  member,  but 
the  secretary  said  not.  He  was  at  one  time,  but  had  run 
ont_  and  refused  to  renew  hij  ticket,  and  persisted  in 

;., fishing  the  waters,  havicg  the  consent  cf  the  tenant.  Now 

•  he  c;n8idered  that  most  unfair  atd  unsportsmanlike. 
He  was  afraid  these  gentlemen  took  their  support  to  other 
clnbs  instead  of  patronising  this  one,  whic'i  is  doing  a  good 
work  and  has  been  stockirg  the  club  waters  sicce  1885, 

,.and  should  these  few  remarks  come  under  the  eye  of  any  of 
tbeee  gentlemen,  he  hop?d  it  would  induce  them  to  again 
join  the  club.  Mr.  Barnes,  in  respondirg.  said  he  felt  that 
ne  mutt  say  a  few  words  about  the  parties  mentioned  by 
the  chairman.  He  was  sorry  he  coald  not  call  these 
gentlemen,  and  ho  was  certain  they  were  not  sportsmen, 
or  they  would  not  take  advantage  of  them  in  the  way  they 
were  doing ;  we  are  i:ajing  rent  for  the  waters  and  stocking 
it  with  fish,  and  these  individuals  are  fishing  the  waters 
free,  covering  their  actions  by  obtiin'nj  permisiion  from 
the  tenants,  who  are  a  very  genercn)  lot,  of  gentlemen,  bat 
he  hoped  they  would  put  their  foot  down  firm,  and  tell 
them  to  join  the  club.  He  could  not  conclude  without 
referring  to  one  gentleman's  name  that  was  not  among  the 
members.  He  referred  to  the  Hon.  F.  S.  O'Grady 
(cheers),  who  had  dene  more  for  the  club,  both  in  stocking 
the  waters  with  fish,  and  in  enbsoribing  to  the  funds,  than 
anyone,  and  his  name  was  greatly  esteemed  by  every 
angler,  and  it  was  hoped  the  time  would  not  be  Icng  before 
he  again  joined  onr  club.  He  could  not  conclude  without 
a  word  about  ordinary  members.  These  men  were 
frequently  joining  the  club,  and  others  running  out,  but, 
□nbke  those  mentioned  above,  he  had  never  known  a 
single  case  of  fishing  the  waters  after  running  out. 
(Cheers.)  Daring  the  evening  songs  were  given  by  Messrs. 
Moreton,  Robinson,  Terry,  Parker,  and  Norton;  and  a 
viry  pleasant  evening  was  brought  to  a  close  by  singing  the 
Naticnil  Anthem.  B.  Barnes. 


MA.TLOCK  AND  CROMFORD  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

On  Saturday  last,  19ib  inst.,  the  above  association  bad 
their  annnal  field  c  ay  upon  the  occasion  of  their  turning 
into  the  river  Derwent,  at  Matlock  Bath  and  Cromford,  of 
all  their  own  bred  trout  which  had  reached  the  two-year- 
old  stage.  These  numbered  upwards  of  2000,  and  were  in 
the  pink  of  condition,  running  from  7io.  to  lOJin.  in 
length,  the  majority  being  well  developed  fish  of  Oin.  The 
weather  was  everything  that  could  be  desired,  and  the 


river  was  in  good  condition  for  their  reception.  There  were 
present  at  the  tanks  watching  the  proceedings  with  great 
interest:  F.  C.  Arkwright,  Bfq.,  J. P.,  president  of  the 
association,  Mrs.  Arkwright,  Mrs.  Jessop  (of  Overton 
Hall,  Ashover),  Martin  Furness,  Bfq  ,  and  T.  Bramwell, 
Esq.  (of  Manchester),  T.  Whyman,  Esq.,  Wm.  Rose.  Esq. 
(of  Derby),  and  many  local  gentlemen,  with  Henry 
Cooper  (the  hon.  sec  ),  who  were  delighted  with  what 
they  saw.  The  2000  tront  were  spread  in  the  river 
at  Matlock  Dale,  under  the  High  Tor,  in  the 
front  of  the  Promenade,  at  Matlock  Bath,  and  the 
largest  quantity  below  Cromford,  in  that  part  of  the 
association's  water  devoted  entirely  to  fly  fishing.  This 
makes  about  £800  worth  of  trout  the  association  have 
turned  into  their  waters  since  their  formation,  and  speaks 
well  for  everybody  concerned  in  its  management.  This 
should  be  an  inducement  to  those  devotees  of  the  gentle 
art  of  angling  who  like  to  follow  with  success  their 
favourite  pastime  to  visit  such  lovely  surroundings  as  this 
part  of  Derbyshire  affords.  At  the  end  of  their  last  year, 
on  March  25,  1900,  the  association  had  a  bank  balance  to 
their  credit  of  £60  lis.  3d.,  and  this,  with  their  thoroughly 
well-stocked  waters,  places  them  in  a  very  enviable  position 
amongst  angling  associations.  With  proper  climatic  con- 
ditions the  coming  season  should  be  an  exceptionally  good 
one  in  this  part  of  the  country.  J.  H. 


CAMBRIDGE  HEATH  BROTHERS 
ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

OvR  sixth  annual  dinner,  on  May  17,  was  presided  over 
by  Sir  M.  M.  Bhownaggree,  M.P.,  when  fifty-five 
members  and  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  dinner, 
provided  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  B.  Williams.  After  the 
toast  cf  "The  Queen"  "Our  Hon.  President"  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  B.  Williams. 

Sir  M.  Bhownaggree,  who  was  received  with  loud 
cheers,  thanked  those  present  for  the  hearty  rnanner  in 
which  they  received  him,  and  said  it  gave  him  much 
pleasure  to  be  amongst  them  again.  He  could  not  afi:ord 
much  time  to  be  with  them,  but  had  looked  forward  to 
that  night  after  receiving  the  very  pressing  invitation. 
It  was  the  fifth  engagement  he  had  fulfilled  that 
day,  and  no  doubt  they  would  forgive  him  for 
being  late,  but,  however,  not  too  late,  he  was 
pleased  to  eay,  for  some  of  the  good  things  provided. 
After  an  eloquent  speech,  in  which  he  attributed  much  of 
the  success  of  the  society  to  their  host  (Mr.  Williams)  and 
to  secretary  Loft,  he  proposed  the  toast  of  the  "  Cambridge 
Heath  Brothers,"  which,  in  a  very  witty  and  able  speech, 
was  responded  to  by  Mr.  P.  Loft. 

Mr.  Frank  Newton,  in  replying  to  the  "  A.B.S  ,"  spoke 
feelingly  of  the  losses  sustained  recently  by  the  death  c  f 
Messrs.  Field,  Wood,  and  Patman,  and  hoped  that  all 
presjnt  would  b?oome  members  of  the  A.B.S.  " 

Sir  M.  Bhownaggree  said  that  after  Mr.  Newton's 
appeal  he  should  certainly  beeom'5  a  life  member. 

The  remaining  toasts  were  "The  Vintors "  and 
"  Host  and  Hostess.'' 

A  large  and  distinguished  number  of  visitors  were 
present.  The  prize  list  was  started  by  the  hon.  president, 
aod  reached  £31. 

Space  will  not  permit  of  enunerating  the  artistes  who 
assisted  in  the  evening's  enjoyment,  but  at  two  o'clock 
"  Auld  Lang  Syne"  brought  to  a  close  one  of  t'oe  best 
dinners  in  the  annals  of  the  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers. 


HERTFORD   ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Station  Hotel, 
Hertford,  on  Monday  last,  Mr.  W.  G.  Garratt  in  the 
chair.  The  president,  Mr.  W.  Burgess,  wrots  8p)logising 
for  his  absence  in  cons  q'letca  of  a  pressing  engagemett. 
TheanLuil  report  was  riad  as  follows:  The  ommittee 
deeply  regret  their  inability  to  present  a  satisfactory 
report  for  the  past  year,  various  causes  having  tended  to 
lessen  the  interest  the  angling  community  have  hitherto 
taken  in  the  welfare  of  the  society,  but  doubtless  the  real 
cause  of  the  diminution  of  the  support  formerly  received 
has  been  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  waters  during  the 
past  three  seasons,  the  scanty  rainfall  having  left  the 
rivers  in  an  almost  unfiehable  state  ;  consequently  the 
membsrs  of  the  society,  especially  those  residing  at  a 
distance,  ceased  their  visits  and  withdrew  their  sub- 
scripti  IDS.  The  waters  are  now  in  a  better  condition 
than  has  been  the  case  for  the  past  five  years,  a  much 
greater  volume  of  water  filling  both  the  Lea  and  the 
Beane,  so  that  better  sport  may  be  fairly  anticipated  (one 
member  having  taken  and  returned  ten  undersized  fish). 
The  earlier  eff  orts  cf  the  society,  in  restocking  the  waters 
jear  by  jear  with  tiout,  are  now  having  visible  effect,  and 
a  gocdiy  number  of  fish  can  be  seen  at  any  time.  The 
committee  earnestly  appeal  to  the  burgesses  of  Hertford 
(whose  fishing  they  protect),  and  all  theirformer  patrons, 
for  renewed  support  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  the  society  in  an  efficient  manner,  and  to  ensure  the 
protection  of  the  waters  from  all  illegal  fishing. 

The  bilancs-sheet  showed  a  surplus  of  lOj.  9d.  In 
moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  balance-sheet, 
the  vice-president  (Mr.  W.  Waller)  said  this  was 
the  twelfth  time  that  he  had  been  present  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  society,  but  he  had  never  known  an 
occasion  when  its  affairs  were  in  such  a  depressed  state  as 
at  the  present  time.  The  committee  had  done  their  best 
to  keep  things  going,  but  the  action  they  had  to  fight  a 
year  or  two  since  was  a  serious  financial  blow  to  them. 
Not  only  that,  but  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  water  for 
the  past  three  or  four  seasons  had  undoubtedly  been  the 
main  cauee  of  their  present  depressed  condition,  as 
members  could  not  be  expected  to  subscribe  without  some 
prospect  of  sport.  The  river  Beane  had  been  so  low  that  it 
was  next  to  impossible  for  trout  to  run  up  the  stream,  and 


members  seeing  this  returned  disgusted.  The  rainfall 
during  the  past  winter  bad  considerably  improved  the 
rivers,  and  they  were  now  mach  higher  than  bad  been  the 
case  for  the  past  four  years  ;  but  although  dijcoaraged  the 
committee  did  not  intend  to  relax  their  efforts.  The 
society  was  practically  bailee  for  the  corporation  waters, 
which  they  held  on  lease,  and  the  corporation  were 
satisfied  it  was  doing  its  best  to  preserve  the  waters  for 
the  burgesses,  whom  the  society  did  not  attempt  to  stop  in 
fair  angling,  but  it  did  put  its  foot  down  upon  all  illegal 
fishing. 

The  chairman  said  the  Beane  was  over  a  foot  higher 
now  than  it  was  last  year,  and  he  knew  there  were  many 
good-sized  trout  in  the  water,  and  plenty  of  small  fish 
coming  on.  He  had  taken  four  sizeable  fish  from  Oram's 
water,  and  he  said  the  Lea  held  more  than  it  had  done  for 
several  years.  To  judge  by  what  he  had  seen,  foe  Lea 
would  still  maintain  its  reputation  as  a  roach  stream,  for 
the  fish  were  running  in  thousands  on  the  spawning  beds 
near  the  osiers. 

Several  gentlemen  offered  prizes  to  be  fished  for  daring 
the  season. 

The  officers  of  the  society  were  re-elected  as  follows : 
President,  W.  Burgees,  Esq. ;  vice-president,  Mr.  W. 
Waller ;  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Fairall, 
Station  Hotel.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed 
the  proceedings. 


THAMES  RE-STOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 
The  following  circular  has   been   sent   to   ns  for 
insertion : 

Dear  Sib, — On  behalf  of  the  committee  of  the  above 
association,  I  have  mush  pleasure  in  invitiag  all  anglers 
interested  in  Thames  angling  to  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  association,  which  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  May  31, 
at  Carr's  restaurant.  Strand,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 

The  association  has  done  fxe?llent  work  on  behalf  of 
the  Thames,  and  is  anxious  to  do  more.  If  any  angling 
society  would  like  to  appoint  a  delegate  to  attend  the 
committee  meetings  of  the  association,  and  thus  be  able  to 
identify  themselves  with  the  work  that  the  society  is  doing, 
we  should  be  very  pleased  to  welcome  bim.  It  would,  at 
the  same  time,  be  satisfactory  to  them  to  hear  from  their 
own  representative  the  position  which  the  association 
takes  up. 

The  subset iption  to  the  society  is  only  Is.  a  year 
(though  larger  amounts  are  welcomed),  and  if  every  person 
who  finds  pleasure  in  Thames  angling  renders  us  this 
small  support,  we  should  be  able  to  restock  those  sections 
of  the  river  where  sport  does  not  appear  to  reward  their 
efforts.  I  may  also  mention  that  all  the  money  subscribed 
is  spent  in  buying  and  placing  fish  in  the  Thames,  ard 
that  all  the  officsrs  of  the  scciety  give  their  services 
gratuitously. 

The  committee  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  a  good 
attendance  at  their  annual  meeting,  and  if  any  society 
feels  disposed  to  appoint  a  delegate  I  should  like  to  be 
informed  as  soon  as  possible. — With  kind  regards,  yours 
faithfully,  F.  H.  Amphlett, 

Hon.  Secretary  (pro  tem). 

47,  Higt-:treet,  Kingston-on-Thames. 


SALMON  HATCHING  ON  THE  KYLE  OF 
SUTHERLAND. 

A  MOST  successful  season  has  been  experienced  at  lha 
Kjle  of  Sutherland  Fishery  Board's  salmon  hatchery  at 
Culrain.  Inspector  Duncan  laid  down  over  60,000  ova  in 
the  fall  of  the  year,  during  the  last  days  of  October.  His 
full  complement  could  not  ha^e  been  got;  in  fact,  the 
season  was  too  far  advanced  before  the  slightest  chancs  of 
securing  the  100,000  which  the  hatchery  boxes  were  able  to 
carry.  The  floods  which  coaimeno2d  in  November 
continued  without  intermission  well  into  the  middle  of 
December — good  for  bringing  up  gravid  fish,  and  for  the 
spawning  season  in  general,  but  makirg  it  impossible  to 
secare  ripo  fish  in  the  flooded  mountain  torrents,  where 
they  have  to  be  sought  for  at  this  esr'y  period  of  the 
spawning  seascn.  The  main  stream  was  literally  of  no  use 
for  netting  spiwners  last  jear,  aod  so  the  wilds  of  the 
Concher,  Blackwa'er,  Calvie,  and  Evelix  had  to  be 
depetded  upon  entirely.  The  gravid  fish  were  'n  splendid 
condition  for  stripping,  the  weights  btiog  calculated  at 
from  7lb.  to  141b.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  floods,  the  full 
complement  of  ova  could  easily  have  been  obtained.  As  it 
was,  Mr.  Duacan  was  much  luckier  than  many  other 
collectors,  who  did  not  obtain  even  the  half  of  their 
average  quantities,  while  others  again  fared  much  worse. 
The  season  throughout  has  been  an  extremely  successful 
one  as  regards  hatching  out,  the  pBrcantage  reaching  the 
average  of  99,  only  one  in  ahundred  being  returned  as  waste. 
The  hatching  cut  commenced  in  135  days  from  the  time 
the  eggs  were  deposited  on  the  grills.  No  artificial  heat 
has  been  employed,  as  it  has  been  proved  that  healthier 
fish,  and,  as  a  rule,  less  percentage  of  loss  takes  place  by 
keeping  to  a  low  normal  temperature  than  by  trying 
forcing  heats,  and  that  the  fry  from  eggs  which  take  the 
maximum  time  to  hatch  out  are  stronger  and  healthier 
tban  the  fry  from  the  earlier  eggs.  Glass  grills,  zinc,  and 
gravel  boxes  are  in  operation  in  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland 
Hatch;ry.  In  another  week  Mr.  Duncan  will  have  his 
young  fish  transferred  from  the  hatchery  to  some  favour- 
able positions  throughout  the  district.  The  importance  of 
artificial  hatching  cannot  be  over-estimated,  and  on  every 
hand  where  fishery  boards  have  the  true  interests  of  their 
rivers  at  heart  hatcheries  are  beirg  erected,  while  the 
desire  for  ful.'er  knowledge  in  this  valuable  department  of 
pisciculture  is  steadily  and  constantly  on  the  ic  crease. 

Mr.  Duncan  has  this  season  been  trying  experiments  on 
ova  from  fish  of  different  stages  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing hatching  to  the  most  successful  point.  'The  results,  no 
doubt,  will  be  known  at  a  later  date.      W.  T.  Brown. 
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ANGLING  COMPETITIONS  ON  LOCH- 

LEYEN  FOR  IfOO. 
The  list  of  fixtures  for  competition  on  this  favoniite 
resort  of  the  angling  fraternity  has  now  been  made  up  for 
the  ensuing  season. 

Mat.  13.  Dunfermline 

28,  Bridge  of  Allan  r.  Edin-  17.  Clackmannan 

lurgh  Amateur  18.  Cockburn 

29.  Western  19.  Waverley 

29.  Eowbank  26.  Falkirk 

30.  Western  August. 

30.  Perth  2.  St.  Andrew 

31.  Weet  of  Scotland  4.  Leith     Fly  Fisher's 

Association 

6.  Glasgow  Clydesdale 

7.  United  Glasgow  Clubs 

8.  Dunfermline 

9.  Perthshire 
9.  Clackmannan 

_  _..  10.  Northumberland 

/   Kinross  11.  Wellshot 

S.  I  nited   Edinburgh        uddinRston  Waltonians 

„      X.     ■  13.  Fifeshire 

9.  Bohemian 

11.  Stirling  Glasgow  Angling  Club 

14.  Pollokshields 

15.  Perth 

15.  Dundee  Wesfend 

16.  Coatbridge 

16.  Bothwell  and  Blantyre 

17.  Coatbridge 

18.  Dundee 
20.  Bridge  of  Allan 


June. 

1.  West  of  Scotland 

2.  St.  Andrew 
2.  Midlothian 

5.  Buckland 

6.  Eelvinside  Academical 


12.  Biidfie  of  Allan 

12.  Perthshire 

13.  NATIONAL 

14.  Pollokshields 

14.  St.  Mnngo 

15.  Northumberland 

16.  Dundee 

18.  Fifeehire 

19.  Waverley  Edinburgh  Amateur 

20.  Ducfeimline  .Wpctprn 

20.  Dundee  West-end  ;|-  •^^"ifJiL 

21.  Weetof  Scotland  ^1.  Eowbank 

II:  We2  of  sTtland  ff^  Edinburgh  Breadalbane 

£).i  oi-  nf;.;„  2.3.  Jjonemian 

2z.  ist.  Minn  no  ci  Tur„„„„ 

i"  BS'n'fi"lfir^'°^  24.  W^sSlcotland 
25.  West  of  Scotland 

ia  iJiJf  25.  Perth  v.  Peithehire 

la         t     ^        ^^^^  27.  Falkirk 

28,  Edinburgh  Breadalbane  gs.  Waverley 

July.  29.  Wanderers 

3.  Wanderers  30.  Kinross 

'  5.  Kinross  Septembee. 

6.  St.  Mungo  1.  Patron's  Prize 

10.  Perthshire  3,  Championship. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  66  and  66, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W,C. 

464.  Fishing.  Patentee:  Mr,  W.  Smallwocd,  Lion 
Works,  Redditch,  Worcester.  Relates  to 
tackle  cases.  A  case  for  hooks,  gut,  &c.,  is 
made  by  first  cutting  paper  or  cardboard  to 
the  shape  shown  in  the  drawing,  and  then 
folding  it  to  an  envelope  shape, 
404,  Fishing.  Patentee  :  Mr.  W.  Smallwood,  Lion 
Works,  Redditch,  Worcestershire.  Relates 
to  leads.  The  lead  is  secured  by  passing  the 
line  at  each  end  into  a  slot,  the  sides  of  which 
are  then  pressed  together. 


THE    BUBONIC    PLAGUE— EFFECT  ON 

THE  FISH  TRADE. 
'  A  Sydney  correspondent,  writing  on  March  21,  advises 
us  that  the  Government  are  taking  widespread  precautions 
with  the  object  of  stamping  out  the  plague.  He  says  that 
in  no  branch  of  trade  has  the  injurious  effect  of  the 
plague  been  more  apparent  than  in  the  fish  trade,  but 
with  Sydney  Harbour  closed  to  the  netting  of  fish  and 
prawns  there  is  really  little  occasion  for  alarm.  The  sale 
of  some  cf  the  fish  picked  up  in  Johnstone's  Bay 
and  Darling  Harbour  by  hawkers  has  entirely  ceaeed, 
and  every  fish  which  has  entered  the  Wooloomooloo 
fish  markets  has  passed  a  rigorous  inspection  by 
Inspector  Lutton.  At  present  nine-tenths  brought 
to  the  city  for  sale  as  food  have  been  caught  at 
considerable  distances  from  Sydney,  and  many  from 
ocean  waters,  where  the  possibility  of  disease  amongst 
fish  is  as  remote  as  ever  it  was.  The  Health  Department 
has  received  specimens  of  the  dead  fish  and  the  waters 
of  .lohnstone's  Bay  and  other  places  where  the  fish  were 
picked  up  ;  but  either  the  pressure  upon  the  resources  of 
the  analysts  has  precluded  a  report  being  forwarded  or 
the  nature  of  the  trouble  has  not  been  recognised,  and  needs 
further  infjuiry.  The  report  that  fish  are  always  picked 
up  dead  about  this  time  of  the  year  in  .lohnstone's 
Bay  is  emphatically  denied  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Brodie,  the 
secretary  of  the  Fisheries  Department.  Occasionally  dead 
fith,  killed  by  the  peridinia — red  water — or  by  some  minor 
local  caases,  are  picked  up  dead  there,  but  only  rarely  and 
in  limited  numbers.  It  is  not  <jui(e  certain  yet  whether 
the  peridinia  has  made  a  reappearance.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Executive  Council  it  was  decided  to  prohibit  net 
finhing  ill  certain  portions  of  Port  Jackron.  The  prejudice 
Bgiiiost  oysters,  on  the  ground  tljat  the  oyster  supply  is 
derived  from  Hydney  Harbour,  it  is  pointed  out  by  the 
agents  for  the  bivalves,  is  utterly  ur  justifiable.  No  oyiters 
in  the  (hell  get  into  the  Sydney  shops  for  sale  from  the 
harbour.  The  latter  are  far  too  small  to  be  of  iiny  com- 
mercial value.  The  main  oystor  supply  is  from  I'ort 
Macijuarie,  Capo  Hawke  (Wallis  Lake),  the  Manning 
|{iver,  CD  the  North  Coast,  and  the  Clyde,  on  the  South 


Coast.  Furthermore,  cooked  oysters  would  practically  be 
innocuous.  As  indicative  of  the  alarm  against  all  varieties 
of  crustaceass,  bivalves,  and  fish,  it  may  be  mentioned 
that  many  of  the  fish-shop  proprietors  have  had  to  throw 
away  most  of  their  stocks  during  the  last  three  days, — 
f      Trades'  Gazette. 


Every  London  angler,  and  thousands  of  anglers  all  over 
the  United  Kingdom,  will  regret  to  hear  that  Mr.  R. 
Ghurney,  who  has  acted  as  secretary  for  so  many  years  to 
the  Anglers'  Association,  has  resigned  that  position.  His 
advanced  age  (78),  ccmbirei  with  the  increased  work  of 
association,  is  the  cause  assigned.  He  will  not,  however, 
be  entirely  out  of  touch  with  those  who  know  him,  as  he 
has  been  appcinted  to  be  superintendent  of  the  associa- 
tion's fisheries.  The  address  of  the  newly-elected  secretary 
(Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff)  is  2,  Firsby-road,  Stamford  Hill,  N, 


Me,  James  Tayler  ("  Red  Palmer  ")  will  leid  a  paper 
on  Tuesday  evening  next.  May  29,  before  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  Gteaham  Angling  Society.  The  subject 
will  be  "  The  May  Fly  Season." 


Me.  C.  J.  King  has  taken  a  trout  of  91b.  5^oz.  from 
the  Lea,  at  St.  Margaret's.  It  has  gone  to  be 
"  Coopered." 

 >»»»  <  

Db,  Bateman's  "peculiar  fish,"  which  was  on  view  on 
October  23,  1899,  at  the  Piscatorial  Society,  and  after- 
wards at  the  B,  S,  A.  S.,  was  exhibited  in  Mr.  Joseph 
Richardson's  window,  12:5,  Euston-road.  A  oast  of  this 
84-pounder  las  been  made,  and  is  now  to  be  seen  at 
123,  Euston-road, 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

OUR  F.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

No.  50  (New  Series), 


Mr.  W.  C.  Roach 

(Diroftor  of  tlio  Manclioslpr  Fishery  Exhibition). 

Details  are  not  to  hand  of  this  tuccessfnl  angler,^  but  I 
shall  have  more  to  say  about  him  shortly.  The  pike  he 
holds  in  his  hand  was  taken  by  liirn,  and  weighed  2331b 
It  was  4'lin,  in  length  ;  girth  20in.  In  theordinary  course 
of  fishing  pike  capture  reach ;  in  this  instance  Rosoh 
captures  pike.  I  may  say  en  pnffant  that  the  fish  has 
been  well  "Coopered,"  and  is  on  view  at  the  Fishery 
Exhibition  at  the  Palatine. 


Tnn  hon.  sec.  of  the  Hounslow  and  Isleworth 
Piscatorials  has  sent  me  a  programme  of  the  forthcoming 
events  for  ensuing  ceason.  There  are  to  be  nine 
competitions,  and  the  prizes  to  be  fished  for  are  certainly 
phenomtnal  for  snoh  a  young  club.  It  only  fishes  for 
ppecimens— not  gross  weight — and  I  wish  Mr.  J.  M 
Brougham  every  sucoess. 

 >»♦■»<  

Oi'R  esteemed  correspondent  at  Wroxhara  (Mr.  C,  H. 
Taylor)  has  been  out  after  trout  in  a  weir  pool  on  the 
Upper  Huro  (Oxueud),  and  landed — not  a  trout — buta31b 


bream,  on  a  small  Black  Gnat  !  You  never  know  your 
luck ;  I  mean,  there  is  no  accounting  for  tastes.  Roach 
have  been  known  to  take  Devon  minnows  ;  pike,  paste  and 
woims;  roach,  rudd,  and  perch,  and  even  eels,  the  fly, 
I  have  even  known  roach  to  succumb  to  the  seductive  lure 
of  a  jube-jube  baby 



"It  is  well  known,"  says  the  Western  Morning  Netvs, 
that  St.  Ives  fishermen  hold  very  strong  views  about 
Surday  fishing.     Their  work  is  certainly  sufficiently 
arduous  daring  the  week  to  entitle  them  to  a  day  of  rest 
and  the  privileges  of  the  Sabbath  ;  acd  apart  from  this  it 
has  been  proved  beyond  Joubt  that  the  markets  are  better 
and  firmer  for  being  comparatively  clear  from  fish  on  the^ 
Monday.    Consequently  the  rule  of  the  port  of  St.  Ives  i 
'  Six  days  shalt  thou  labour  and  do  all  that  thoij 
hast  to  do — there  shall  be  no  fishing  on  the  sevent 
day.'      Boats   visiting    St.    Ives    in    the  mackere 
or   herring    season    are    expected    to    observe  thii 
rule,  just  as  the  Western  boats  are  supposed  to  con 
form  to  the  rules  of  other  ports  from  which  they  ar 
fishing.    Several  Eastconntry  boats  make  St.  Ives  thei^ 
head-quarters  during  the  mackerel  season,  and  they  arq 
heartily  welcomed  sftlong  as  they  do  not  fish  on  Sundays,! 
One  of  the  '  Sunday  fishers '  sought  to  land  fi(h  at  St, 
Ives  on  Friday,  but  the  local  fishermen  would  not  allow  it. 
Towards  evening  the  wind  having  freshened  a  good  deal, 
the  boat  (the  Emblem)  put  into  the  harbour  for  shelter, 
and  St.  Ives  men  rendered  the  visitors  every  possibla 
assistance  in  mooring  their  boat,  but  they  were  not 
allowed  to  dispose  of  their  fish." 


The  additions  to  the  Zoological  Society's  menagerie 
during  the  week  ending  May  15,  says  "  Buckland,  Junior," 
in  The  People,  include  an  ocelot,  four  blood-rumped 
parrakeets,  two  Egyptian  foxes,  two  Meyer's  parrots,  two 
Prevost's  squirrels,  two  cardinal  electus,  a  white-crested 
tiger-bittern,  a  ring-tailed  coati,  a  boa  constrictor,  five 
sordid  wood  swallows,  three  hairy  armadillces,  tix  sulphory 
tyrants,  a  black- pointed  taguexin,  a  crowned  lemur  (bom 
in  the  menagerie),  a  Bengal  fox,  four  chaplain  crows,  two 
Porto-Rico  pigeons,  a  cinereous  vulture,  a  polecat,  a  llama 
(born  in  tae  menagerie),  an  Allen's  porphyris,  and  six 
young  long-nosed  crocodiles. 

Amid  all  the  chops  and  changes  (writes"  W.  F."),  there 
is  one  institution  that  is  as  old  as  when  men  in  ancient 
days  found  it  to  be  of  mutual  advantage  to  meet  together 
for  business  and  pleasure  comtined — the  country  and 
small  town  inn,  and  the  city  and  seaside  hostelry  when 
conducted  on  the  same  good  old  simple  lines  that 
don't  turn  a  man  into,  say,  "  No.  9a,  sixth  story." 
No  man  can  better  appreciate  a  country  or  a  sea- 
side inn  than  "  Dragnet."  Like  Shenstone,  he, 
too,  had  found  a  genial,  if  not  "welcome  at  an 
inn,"  Besides,  "Drag"  is  certainly  not  a  "dry" 
fly  man.  He  has  said,  and  how  most  all  of  us,  too, 
have  loved,  the  hearty  welcome  of  the  hostess,  above 
all.  The  host  may  advise  about  the  possibility  of  sport 
and  other  details,  but  it  is  to  the  hostess  the  angler  of  all 
others  turns  to  soothe  his  jaded  spirit  when  pike  won't 
"  feed,"  perch  tra  not  worm  or  minnow  hungry,  and  prize 
roach  defer  their  deliberate  "  double  knocks  "  to  a  future 
day.  In  days  when  the  writer  was  a  boy  the  chief  trades- 
men residing  in  a  since  better  known  angling  town  used  to 
assemble  "  under  the  rose  "  that  adorned  the  ceiling,  start 
their  "  chunchwardens,"  and  discussed  local  affairs  first, 
and  politics  mildly  afterwards.  Men  don't  do  that  nowa- 
days, but  the  city  and  big  town  anglers  love  to  patronise 
these  country  inns — aye,  and  sit  in  the  same  rooms,  and 
now  aid  then,  perhaps,  sleep  in  the  same  sweet-scented 
beds  when  on  sport  intent.  It  is  an  institution  that  has 
in  these  busy  times  here  ard  there  been  njade  glad  by  the 
patronage  of  gentle  anglers  esto  perpetita. 


The  Lord  Mayor  and  Sheriffs  will  visit  the  Army  atd 
Navy  Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  on  Tuesday  next, 
at  3  p.m.  This  display  is  most  interesting,  and  cannot 
fail  to  attract  attention  at  the  present  moment.  All  the 
entertainments  proceed  daily  as  usual,  and  are  of  a  most 
attractive  character.  Two-thirds  of  the  ticket  sales  go  to 
the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund. 


Angi-brs  (or,  for  that  matter,  any  others)  living  "up 
Brixton  way  "  will  be  very  much  interested  in  a  "  fishy" 
sketch,  which  is  given  nightly  at  the  Empress  Theatre  of 
Varieties.  The  ventriloquial  sketch,  in  which  that 
talented  artiste  "  Lydia  Dreams  "  appears,  is  alone  worth 
a  visit.  The  courteous  manager,  Mr,  E.  V,  Page,  seemi 
to  know  how  to  cater  for  South  Londoners, 


"  There  is  a  novel  sight  to  be  seen  in  Leadenhall 
Market  to-day.  One  of  the  strangest  of  fishes,  that  once 
fished  for  fishes  in  the  Irish  Cbaiuel,  is  now  in  the 
market,  fishing  for  coins  among  the  crow  that  is 
continually  gatlierirg  to  wonder  at  his  phenomenal  ugli- 
ness. Ho  is  an  angler  fish,  so  called  because  he  has  spines 
sprirging  from  his  upper  lip,  which  resemble  a  fishing  rod, 
line,  and  bait,  with  which  he  angles  for  smaller  fish.  The 
fish  is  laid  out  on  a  slab  in  front  of  a  shop,_  with  his  great 
mouth  piizcd  open,  and  labels  stuck  on  him  annoucciog 
that  he  is  collecting  for  the  War  Fund," 

Thic  (ireenwich  A.S.  will  hold  their  sixteenth  annual 
dinner  on  Monday  evening ;  the  Blaokfriars  and  West 
London  ditto.  The  Anglers'  Association  also  hold  an 
adjourned  delegate  meeting  for  the  transaction  of 
important  business  (ciiihl  o'clock  sharp).  I  should  like  to 
be  present  at  all  these  functions,  but  have  been  "  called 
away,"  therefore  cannot  manage  even  one,  Dragnrt. 


May  26,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


393 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Pishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High'class  Salmon,  Ci*ilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

NO   CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER   PERSON    ASSUMING   THE    SAME  NAME. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogdan  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  op  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAVID  SLATER 

Newark-on-Trent. 


BUILT  CANE  SALMON  and 
TROUT  RODS, 

With  and  without  Steel  Centres.;  one 
quality  only,  "  the  best  "  ;  equal  to  any 
make  in  the  world.  These  rods  are 
entirely  manufactured  on  our  own 
premises  by  the  most  skilled  workmen, 
and  we  wiU  guarantee  these.  loda  for  five 
years,  -^r-i; 


THE  LADY'S  ROD. 

Built  Cane,  two  joints,  9ft.  long,  Universal 
winch  fittings,  spiral   lock  joints,  steel 
snake  rings,  cedar  handle  and  partition 
case.    Price  £2  2s. 

TROUT  OUTFITS. 

No.  1. 

Best  GREENrHEART  FLY  EOD,  cork 
handle,  Universal  winch  fittings,  two  tops, 
snake  rings,  and  partition  case  25/  . 
2^in.  best  Gun  Metal  Reel.  ..  13  6 
30yds.  best  Waterproof  Line  3/- 
i  doz.  .Syds.  best  Taper  Casts  4/8 
The  above  outfit,  value  £2  6s..  for  £2  2s. 
ZTo.  2. 

10ft.  or  lO^ft.  GBEENHEART  FLY 
EOD,  two  tops,  Universal  fittings,  and 
partition  case  ..         ..  12/- 

2^in.  Revolving  Plate  R«el    .     6  - 
SOyds.  best  Waterproof  Line  3/- 
The  above  outfit,  valne  ^l/-,  for  18,-. 


Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free, 


SORFOLK  RIVERS  AND  BROADS. 

Visitors  to  these  waters  shonld  purchase  their 
FISHING  TACKLE  o 

A.J.  RUDD,54,  London-st,  Norwich. 

Winner  of  First  Prize,  Yachting  and  Fishing 
Exhibition,  Norwich,  1894,  for  the  best  collection 
cf  Tackle  for  Norfolk  waters.  Author  of  ' '  Fishing 
III  Norfolk  Waters. 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps, 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world 
post  free 

1  i  oz.  of  my  Celebrated  TEOUT  FLIES  for  9d. 
3  doz.  for  28.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  Cb. 

THESE  PLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
neas,  and  killing  powers,  having  no  eqaal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  Qeneral  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  application 

JOHN  WHITE, 

Pishing  Tackle  Manufacturer,  Omigh,  Ireland 


ANGLERS!  ANGLERS!! 

THOMAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Aogler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CROWN   STREET,  COCKERMOUTH. 
Is  NOW  Showins  a  Spiendid 

SELECTION  of  NEW  FISHING  REQUISITES. 

Lake  and  Trout  Hoda  all  prices.  Well  balanced 
Qreenheart  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Eods,  with 
Cork  Handles,  from  30s.  to  COs.  each.  Salmon 
and  Trout  Gut  of  the  best  quality.  Finest 
undrawn  Gut,  21Jin.,  78.  6d.  per  hank,  cannot  be 
equalled.  Kf  els  in  every  variet.v.  Lines  in  cotton, 
flax,  and  silk.  Flies  to  suit  all  waters,  on  gut  or 
eyed  hooks. 

Agent  for  S.  Allcock  and  Co.  's  Celebrated  Fish- 
ing Tackle.  Sole  agent  in  North  of  England  and 
South  Scotland  for  Manchester  Cotton  Twine 
Spinning  Company's  Waterproof  Lines,  &a. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  information  for  the  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


A  CHASMZZTG  GIFT  BOOK. 

6s.  net,  claret  roan,  gilt,  ninstrated. 

London  In  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jabllee. 

By  E.  0.  00»K  and  E.  T.  OOOK,  M.A. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 


'Sir  Henry  Pontonhy  U  eommandtd 
^  hp  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
>  for  a  copy  of  his  Handbook. 
\   "Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
for." — British  Weekly.  "Farsuperior 
ordinary  guides."— London  Daily  Chronicle. 


"A  BRILLIANT  BQOK."-The  Ti^s. 

Every  Visitor  to  London  should  ase 

I  ON  now  SECOND  EDITION 
L- V-F IN  L/ ^-IIN       ENLARGED,  Ss. 

and   ll'T^cooKfttLA*  24  Maps*  Plane. 

ENVIRONS.      60  Illustrations. 
Most  emphatically  tops  them  g.U."—DailyGraph 
Llangollen— Darlington  ft  Co. 
London— SiMPKiN,  Mabshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Bailway  Bookstall  and  all  Booksellers. 


Visitors  to  Boomemouth,  Brighton,  Eastbourne 
Hwtings,  Bath,  Wells,  Weetem-snper-MareLMal 
vem,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llandrindod  WeUs' 
Rhyl,  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Bay,  Bettwsycoed,  Llan- 

goUen,  Bala,  Dolgelly,  Barmouth,  Aberystwyth, 
riccieth,  Pwllheli,  Wye  Valley,  ScTem  VaUey, 
Channel  Islands,  and  Isle  of  Wight,  shonld  use 
Darlington's  Handbooks,  Is.  each.  List  Post  Free. 
Darlington  &  Co.,  LlangoUen. 

London :  SIMPKIN,  MABSHALL  <t  CO.,  Ltd 

PHOTOOBAFHS.— Beautiful  Photographs 

of  Scenery,  Ruins,  &c.,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey 
Palestine,  and  Egypt;  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  Is.  6d. 
and  28.  Complete  List  Post  Free. 

DARLINGTON  ft  CO.,  LLANGOLLEN. 


PROPERTIES  lith  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  inclnding 
salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings  shonld 
advertise  the  same  in 

Established  1876. 

Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 


Address  the  Proprietors — 
SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.. 

Limited, 

St.  Dnsstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


BENETFINK^ 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz.,  A  SPECIALITY. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOATING  FLIES  in  Stock. 

"Tied  by  Holland." 

PINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS. 

37ds.,  4d.,  6d.,  8d.,  &  9d.;  with  Drawn  Points,  1/-  each,  10'-  per  doz. 

All  Sizes  of  "BERC0LE5"  C4STS  kept  In  Stock. 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted  -  -  from  2/5 
The  NEW  THAMES  PUNT  ROD,  lOffc.,  Balanced  Butt, 

Snake  Rings,  Universal  Fittings  -----  „  5'6 
HICKORY  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING  -  -  5/-,  7/-,  10  -,  12/6 
TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish      .....    from  7/- 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS  -      „  5/6 

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  14ft.,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft.      -      -      „  9/6 

Lar^e  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description,  from  &<3..  each. 
The  LADIES'  BROOK  ROD  (Greenheart),  weight  7ioz.      -      -  25/- 

GUINEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  PLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9ift.,  10ft., 

lO^ft,,  llfr.,  and  12ft,,  Snake  Rings  and  Cork  Grasp  -      -  21/- 

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  -      -  21/- 

Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Butt,  3  Tops  21/- 

Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Tops  -  21/- 

O^T-A-I^OC3-XTEIS    Post:  Fx>ee. 

Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LCtNiON,  E:C^, 


Now  Ready,  price  2s.  net  (2s.  2d.  post  free). 

The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices, 

OR 

HOW  TO  TIE  WET  AND  DRY  PLIES  FOR 
TROUT  AND  GRAYLING  FISHING. 

BY  THE  LATE 

("  Athenian  "  of  the  Fishing  Gazette). 

TTlTltla.  ESislx-tT'  Illoistratlons. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON,  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


F.  W.  DALE. 

Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST., 


66 


59 


Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  Dry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittings,  and  finish  is 

best  value  made. 

Greenheart,  1  guinea ;  Built-eane,  4  guineas. 

AJl  lengths  from  9jft.  to  lift. 

FLIES  FOR  FLOATING,  WET  WORK,  YORKSHIRE,  WALES,  AND  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY, 

Is.  6d.  per  dozen. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Me.  E.  McFee  took  the  chair  at  Monday's  meeting  of 
this  Bociety.  It  was  reported  that  a  large  party  of 
members  had  left  London  for  Ireland  for  the  May  Fly 
fishirg,  and  from  information  received  there  seems  to  be 
every  prospect  of  their  meeting  with  excellent  sport. 
Angling  experiences  were  at  a  discount,  but  the  welcome 
change  in  the  direction  of  the  wicd  should  bring  about  a 
much  to  be  desired  improvement.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  was 
the  only  member  who  had  done  anything  wortby_  of 
mention.  He  added  another  Thames  trout  to  his  rapidly 
growing  list,  bis  latest  ciptore  being  a  plairp  3  pounder. 
Mr.  Evans  had  some  exciting  sport  with  a  large  pike, 
estimated  (judging  from  the  look  of  it  when  it  leapt  d_  out 
of  ihe  water)  to  weigh  folly  151b.  Mr.  Evans  hooked  it  no 
fewer  than  three  times,  but  on  (aoh  occasicn,  after  some 
minutes'  play,  esoi  managed  to  bite  through  the  gnt 
of  the  trace  ind  regain  its  liberty.  If  the  fine  specimen 
— for  the  Thames — can  only  be  persuaded  to  remain  in 
its  present  quarters  until  the  end  of  the  close  season, 
when  it  can  be  stalked  with  something  leas  liable  to  be 
severed  by  its  sharp  teeth  than  eing!e  gnt,  some  lucky 
individual  may  possibly  secure  the  prize.  Mr.  Evans  also 
took  a  splendid  Thames  perch  of  over  21b.  whilst  spinning, 
which  was  carefclly  returned  to  the  water.  Captain 
Hayward  Pinch  had  a  quantity  of  dace  at  Uzbridge  on  the 
Bed  Spinner,  together  with  an  undersized  trout,  and  Mr. 
M.  6.  E.  de  Courcy  also  took  a  fish  which  refused  to  go 
the  13in.  limit.  A  third  member  broke  in  a  grand  trout 
through  using  too  fine  a  point.  Reports  from  other  mem- 
bers who  had  been  down  to  the  Colne  were  of  a 
disappcinting  nature.  There  seemed  to  be  a  good 
sprinkling  of  trout  in  the  river,  but  they  would  not  budge 
at  either  the  dry  or  wet  fly.  From  the  Kennet  there  is 
absolutely  no  news.  Members  are,  however,  anxiously 
waiting  a  chit  from  the  Swan  to  say  that  the  May  Fly  is 
up.    It  should  be  well  on  by  the  end  of  next  week. 

M.  G.  E.  DE  C, 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETT. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members,  held  at 
Ye  Olde  Bainbow  Tavern,  15,  Fleet-street,  E.G.,  on 
Wednesday,  May  23,  Mr.  Crisfield  occupied  the  chair. 
The  minutei  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  read  and 
confirmed,  the  following  experiences  were  given  by 
members.  Mr.  Tncker,  at  Southend,  on  May  21,  took 
some  good  flounders,  three  of  which  weighed  lib., 
lib.  3oz.,  and  l^ib.  respectively,  and  all  in  splendid 
condition.  Mr.  Minchia  had  received  word  from  South- 
wick  of  someone  having  taken  three  score  pout  and  one 
bream.  Members  are  notified  that  by  the  courtesy  of  Mr. 
Cooksey  the  splendid  catch  of  five  Cape  salmon,  weighing 
641b.,  351b.,  261b.,  241b.,  and  181b.,  all  taken  on  cne  day  by 
Dr.  BrownfieldBateman,  of  the  R  M.S.  Carisbrook  Castle, 
taken  on  rod  and  line  at  Port  Elizabeth,  Algoa  Bay, 
be  on  view  at  the  weekly  meeting  at  Ye  Olde  Bainbow 
Tavern,  15,  Fleet-street,  on  Wednesday  next.  May  30,  at 
8  p.m.,  and  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  a  large  attendance  at 
such  an  unusual  exhibition.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chair,  and  usual  toast  to  the  British  Sea  Acglers' 
Society  closed  the  meeting. 

Chaeles  S.  Pattkrson  (Hon.  Sec.l. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOOIETT. 
At  the  ordinary  meeting,  held  at  the  Masons'  Hall 
Tavern,  Coleman-street,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  S.  J. 
Chasteney  occupied  the  chair.  There  was  a  large 
attendance  of  members  to  meet  our  friend  the  Rev.  B. 
Meyer.  Mr.  J.  Martin  Dickins  kindly  preseLted  a  type- 
written and  neatly-bound  copy  of  bis  recently-given  paper 
on  a  little  of  everything,  which  I  now  notice  is  entitled 
"  Spoof."  _  If  any  member  would  like  to  peruse  this,  and 
I  am  sure  it  will  be  found  most  entertaining,  application 
should  be  made  to  the  hen.  librarian.  One  gentleman  was 
elected  and  another  proposed  for  membership.  The 
reports  of  recent  finhing  were  more  encouraging  again, 
though,  as  everyone  has  no  doubt  observed,  the  winds  have 
been  all  against  succesaful  trout  fishing.  It  has  for  long 
been  thought  that  we  had  a  pike  in  the  Chesham  water, 
and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  Mr.  A.  .1.  Saunders 
captured  the  suspect,  a  small  fish  of  3|lb.  Mr.  Saunders 
then  turned  Lis  attention  to  fly  fishing,  and  took  three  and 
a  half  brace  with  a  Bredshaw's  Fancy,  retaininfjt  cne  brace. 
Mr.  Corinellan  had  one  trout  of  llin.,  a  baantiful  fish  of 
a  de^  golden  yellow  colour,  which  he  returned,  and  one 
of  Min.  he  retained  for  breakfast  the  next  morn.  Mr. 
Young  captured  (  ne  sizeable  fish,  and  lost  two  others. 
Mr.  Chasteney,  one  trout,  and  IJr.  Patteraon  a  brace  of 
«i/ealile  fish.  Messrs.  Gill,  Connellan,  and  Hicks  took 
dace  and  chub  whilst  trying  for  trout  on  the  Thames.  Mr. 
Beamont  and  Mr.  (iilbert  had  a  mixed  bag  of  about  a 
•core  each  of  whiting,  flat  fish,  and  eels  at  Burnham, 
where  there  ia  now  a  day  ezcnrdion  for  2a.  Cd,  The  flat 
fish  at  I.eigh  are  showing  very  early  this  year,  one  take 
recently  numbered  as  many  as  seven  doxen,  and  given  a 
fine  day  it  is  thought  that  fair  sport  may  be  found  there. 
Mr.  Girling  had  a  number  of  small  c  nger  of  21b.  to  31b. 
each,  and  Bpoke,  perhaps,  contemptuously  of  the  ai/.e,  but 
I  think  the  weight  named  quite  large  enough  for  conger 
for  real  comfort  and  enjoyment.  The  Kev.  E.  Meyer  then 
read  a  humorous  paper  on  tho  "()l>jolete  Kport  of 
Angling."  He  fxplained  that  forty  years  ago  one  could 
go  anywhere  and  <  vorywhere,  and  bo  certain  of  finding 
■pt-jrt ;  now  one  cou.'d  go  nowhere.  The  first  preventive  of 
angling  was  the  fishery  boards,  the  wooden  painted  boards, 
also  the  other  fishery  boards,  who  legislatod  for  anglers  so 
that  there  \tt  no  angling  ieft.  The  regulations  and 
restric'iond  prevent  it,  for  worm  fishing  is  confiJered 
ancportsmanlike^  One  is  limited  to  the  use  of  two  rodo,  and 
only  tho  dry  fly  is  allowed.  What  chance  hns  tho  angler  of 
catching  even  an  andersixed  Gih  i    Why  should  there  be 


a  close  season  to  deprive  the  few  poor  fish  remaiain:;  of 
victuals  ?  Factories  alter  rivers  to  their  on  n  liking,  and  the 
ownerslcoknpon  the  argle  r  as  a  nuisance  in  s'irring  up  their 
concoctions.  Again,  nowadays,  anglers  are  more  pariicular 
as  to  the  truth.  Though  the  paper  was  written,  of  course,  in 
a  humorous  spirit,  and  caused  much  amusement,  yet  there 
was  much  instruction  in  it.  An  interesting  di^oufsion 
ensued.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  acco-ded  the 
lecturer  for  coming  up  from  the  country  and  reading  this 
paper.  An  umbrella  was  taken  in  mistake  belonging  to 
Mr.  Eldred,  and  another  very  like  his  left  in  its  place. 
Thin  remark  should  cause  a  big  examination  of  umbrellas. 
On  Tuesday  next,  the  29th  inst.,  Mr.  James  Tayler  ("  Red 
Palmer")  has  kindly  promised  to  read  a  paper  on"  The  May 
Fly  Season."  This  paper  ia  sure  to  be  interesting,  and  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  just  before  the  fly  is  "up,"  much 
information  no  doubt  will  be  imparted,  and  I  hope  to  see 
a  large  attendance.  After  the  usual  toasts,  ard  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair,  the  meeting  terminated. 

Hon.  Sec. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
Mr  p.  Geen  presided  on  Monday  evening  at  Cripple- 
gate  Institute,  City,  sit  the  adjourned  annual  deleg&ta 
meeting  of  this  association.  There  were  forty-thrie  clubs 
represented.  The  St.  Andrew's  Angliog  Society,  a  new 
ckb  having  headquaitjrs  in  Gray's  Inn-road,  wes 
enrolled.  The  statement  of  accounts  and  balance-sheet, 
signed  by  Messrs.  Barber.  Woodruff,  and  Wells,  auditors, 
waa  unanimously  adopted.  During  the  evening,  Mr. 
Richard  Ghurney,  the  veteran  secretary  of  the  association, 
tendered  his  resignation,  which  waa  accepted.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett,  the  vice-president,  said  that  Mr.  Ghurney  had 
been  the  faithful  friend  and  servant  of  the  association  for 
many  years.  The  association,  however,  is  not  to  lose  Mr. 
Ghurcey'a  services  entirely,  for  the  meeting  appointed  him 
superintendent  of  the  association's  fisheries.  Mr.  R.  G. 
Woodruff,  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  was  unani- 
mously elected  to  fill  the  vacarcy  caused  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Mr.  Ghnrney.  The  new  secretary's  address,  for 
the  information  of  club  secretaries,  &c  ,  is  2,  Firsby-road, 
Stamford  Hill,  N.  The  meeting  was  eventually  adjourned 
until  Monday  next,  May  28,  when  delegates  will  kindly 
note  that  the  chair  will  be  taken  at  8  p.m.  instead  cf 
8  30  p.m.   


ANGLING  IN  IRELAND. 
Mb.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
Leeds,  says :  "  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  Irish  c  orrespondenta 
that  the  recent  visit  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  the 
Queen  has  already  done  a  world  of  good.  There  are  more 
English  visiters  in  the  shape  of  anglers  and  tourists  at  the 
well-known  resorts  than  there  has  been  for  years,  and 
although  the  weather  until  a  few  days  ago  may  be 
described  truthfully  as  c  )ld  and  unsnitable,  the  salmon  and 
trout  fishing  has  been  very  fair.  The  warm  change  and 
rains  will  improve  it,  for  many  of  the  waters  had  run  down 
low.  The  fishing  on  ihe  lakes  in  the  vicinity  of  Boyle 
duiing  the  past  week  has  been  fairly  succeEsful,  and 
realised  exp'ctations.  Col.  Bntler  has  been  fishiog  Arrow, 
Key,  and  Drumharlow  Lake  with  a  fair  amount  of  success. 
Mr.  J.  Callaghan,  Boyle,  has  also  had  some  good  sport  on 
Moylurg  Lake.  Mr.  Trollope  and  Mr.  Birch,  London,  are 
expected  here  in  a  few  days,  as  are  also  Mr.  Walkina, 
London,  and  Mr.  Fetherstonhaugfa,  Dublin.  Several 
English  gentlemen  are  fishing  Lovgh  Arrow,  with  some 
good  results.  Mr.  A.  Barclay  Walker,  Bockinbam,  starts 
angling  on  Lough  Gara  on  Monday,  on  the  banks  of 
which  he  will  encamp.  The  May  Fly  has  now  made  its 
appearance,  aid  some  good  sport  is  anticipated  during  the 
coming  weeks.  A  correspondent  in  the  Irish  Field  siys  a 
cartload  of  pike  of  all  sizes  was  on  sale  in  MuUingar 
recently,  some  of  them  veritable  monsters ;  one  weighed 
361b.,  another  301b.,  and  so  on.  The  vendor  informed  me 
they  were  taken  at  Darravagh  Lake,  but  would  vouchsafe 
no  further  information.  Wherever  they  were  taken  or 
how  ia  little  matter,  as  the  water  will  be  well  rid  of  them. 
The  big  fellow,  which  aroused  a  good  deal  of  curiosity, 
would  think  little  of  a  51b.  trout  for  luncheon." 


WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS, 1900. 


THE  GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY 
Announce  that,  in  addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and 
ji'riday  or  Saturday  to  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wedneeday 
tickets,  which  are  issued  from  Liverpool-street  and  their 
other  London  and  suburban  stations,  to  the  east  and 
north-east  coasts  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts  (Cromer, 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley,  Southend  -  on  -  Sea, 
Burnham-on-Crouob,  Clacton,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dover- 
court,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold, 
Hunstanton,  Scarborough,  Whitby,  Bridlicgton,  &o ), 
they  will  on  Saturday,  Jnne  2,  issue  special  cheap  excur- 
sion tickets  to  most  of  the  above  stations ;  also  to  Norwich, 
Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham,  and  the  other 
principal  atUiona  in  Essex,  Cambridge,  Norfolk,  and 
BuffolK.  Excuraion  tiokota  will  also  be  issued  from 
Liverpool-street  and  suburban  stations  by  the  Cathedral 
route  on  Friday,  Jnne  1,  to  Scarborough,  Whitby, 
Durham,  Newcastle,  Berwick,  Edinburgh,  lilapgow,  &o., 
and  on  Saturday,  June  2,  to  Lincoln,  Doncaster,  S'ork, 
Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Manchester,  Sheffield,  Hull, 
Edwinatowe  (for  the  Uukeries),  Chesterfield,  Durham, 
Newcastle,  \c.  Tickets  (ordinary,  excursion,  &,o.)  can  be 
obtained  in  advcnoe  at  Liverpool-street  Station,  at  the 
Oreat  P^astorn  American  Kondczvous,  2,  Cockapnr-street, 
S.W.,  and  at  the  Company's  various  City,  Weat-end, 
and  other  booking  oflices.  Relieving  traina  will  be 
run   on   the    Friday    and    Saturday   to  Colchester, 


Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Cromer,  Yar- 
month,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  &a.  Special 
trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  on  Saturday,  June  2, 
at  8.10  and  9  55  a.m.,  and  at  1.55,  4  5,  and  7.12  p.m.  for 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft,  &a. ;  at 
7  12  p.m.  to  Felixstowe;  and  at  4.5  p.m.  to  Clacton, 
Frinton,  and  Walton.  Midnight  trains  for  the  accom- 
modat  ion  of  persons  detained  late  in  town  on  Saturday .  ||i 
will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12  20  for  Norwich,  i  ioifll 
Cambridge,  and  at  12  25  fir  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  anHl 
Lowettoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  inteHl 
mediate  stations;  and  at  12  3  for  Chelmsford,  CoHI 
cheater,  and  Clact:n.  a  supper  car  being  run  on  this 
train.  On  Bank  Holiday  excursion  tickets  will  be 
issued  from  Liverpool-street  and  snborban  s'ations  to 
Sonthend-on-Sea,  Burnham-on-Crouch,  Clacton,  Frin- 
ton, Walton,  Dovercourt,  and  Harwich ;  from  Liver- 
pool-street to  Yarmouth,  Hertford,  Cambridge,  and 
Ely;  from  St.  Fancras  to  Yarmouth,  Cromer,  Hert- 
ford, Cambridge,  and  Ely.  Excursion  tickets  will  be 
issued  and  spcc'al  trains  run  to  Epping  Forest.  Broi- 
bourns,  and  Bye  House.  On  Whit  Tuesday  several  of  the 
usual  up  Monday  only  expresses,  including  the  7  a.m. 
restaurant  car  train  from  Cromer,  will  be  run  on  this  day 
instead  of  Bank  Holiday.  Restaurant  cars  will  also  be 
run  on  the  7.40  a.m.  train  from  Clacton. 

Restaurant  cars  are  now  run  daily  on  the  trains  leaving 
Liverpool-street  at  4  55  p.m.  for  Norwich  and  Cromer, 
and  at  5  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  and  on  the  up  traina  leaving 
Cromer  at  8  a  m.,  and  Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m. 


Wolc5  from  t^e  ^oxl^. 

A  DECIDED  change  for  the  better  is  now  being 
experienced  over  the  north  of  Scotland.  The  c  >ld,  search- 
ing eaat  winds,  accompanied  by  showers  of  hail,  have 
given  place  to  dull  but  milder  conditions  more  in  harmony 
with  succeaafnl  spcrt.   

Grilse  were  first  quoted  in  tte  market  on  Wednesday 
last.  A  few  were  on  the  Aberdeen  market  slabs  on. 
Saturday,  and  again  on  Monday  mornir  g,  and  a  lling  at 
Is.  7d.  and  Is.  8d.  per  pound.  They  are  of  very  light 
weights.  None  as  yet  have  been  got  in  any  of  the  rivers, 
but  with  the  present  favouring  winds  their  advent  is  now 
a  certainty.  ____ 

The  Queen  and  Court  arrived  at  Balmoral  on  Wednes> 
day  for  a  stay  of  five  weeks.  The  Balmoral  waters  are 
just  getting  into  first-class  trim,  fish  plentiful,  and  th» 
whole  spring  migration  in  the  background.  V 

Small  fliea  are  now  in  general  use  for  the  first  time  this 
season.    So  abnormally  cold  and  heavy  have  the  waters 
been  up  to  the  present  that  the  larger  spring  irons  have  i 
been  in  constant  daily  use  since  the  advent  of  the  season.  L 
Even  yet  the  waters  are  unsteady,  rising  and  falling  u  I 
much  as  1ft.  per  day.  _____ 

The  Dnohess  of  Fife,  as  is  well  known,  is  an  enthusiastic 
salmon  angler,  and  the  head  waters  of  the  Dee  are  her 
happy  hunting  grounds  during  the  months  of  August^ 
September,  and  October.  The  trout  season  is  over  before, 
the  annual  arrival  of  the  ducal  house  party,  or,  at  least, 
the  fish  are  gravid,  and  do  not  rise  well  to  the  fly  so  late 
in  the  year.  ___  i, 

In  order  to  provide  a  certainty  of  sport  a  pond  in  tht  i| 

vicinity  of  Mar  Lodge  has  just  been  stocked  with  300  Looh>  J 

levens  two  and  three  years  old,  from  the  Howieton  I 

hatchery.    The  pond  selected  was  formerly  used  as  a  T 
reservoir  for  Old  Mar  Lodge,  and  is  admirably  adapted  for 
the  purpose.  _____ 

The  arrangements  were  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Lamont, 
taxidermist  to  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  and  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Fife,  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  Mr. 
Duncan,  of  the  Dee  Fishery  Board.  If  the  experiment 
succeeds  it  will  be  followed  out  on  a  much  larger  scale  | 
later  on.    t 


An  eel  8in.  long  was  taken  from  a  water  pipe  in  a 
workman's  dwelling  in  Aberdeen.  That  eel  must  have 
grown  in  the  water  main  and  swam  through  forty  miles 
of  a(ineduot  and  water  main  before  choking  up  the  cistern 
in  its  death  gasps.   

Col.  S.  Leith-Hay,  C.B.,  was  buried  in  the  quaint  old 
churchyard  of  Kennethmont  last  week.  The  "  old  laird," 
aa  he  was  affectionately  styled  by  his  tenantry,  was  as  fine 
a  specimen  of  the  grand  old  sportsman  of  a  past  genera- 
tion aa  could  be  found  in  the  north.  When  too  feeble  to 
wield  the  salmon  rod  he  could  still  enjoy  a  oast  at  a  rising 
trout,  and  nothing  pleased  him  better  than  to  have  some 
of  the  youngatera  at  the  riverside  to  teaoh  the  noble  art 
he  loved  so  wel'.   


The  Spey  pollution  litigation  caae  was  again  before  the 
Court  of  Seaaion  last  week,  when  the  expenses  of  the 
reporters,  amounting  to  £614,  were  allowed  to  form  part 
of  tho  pursuer's  expenses. 


The  rod  fithing  on  the  Don  lias  for  weeks  past  been 
prosecut<>d  with  much  success.  The  favourite  flies  are 
March  Brown,  Hare's  Lug,  Greenwell's  Glory,  and 
IIl titan's  (Milne,  Aberdeen)  Fancy. 


The  Bast  Coast  salmon  fishing  is  now  showing  better 
returns  than  for  six  weeks  past.  This  is  really  hopeful  fa 
view  of  the  summer  season.  J.. 


Mat  26  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


395 


A  steady  improvement  in  both  silmon  and  tront 
continaes  on  the  Ttveed,  and  the  fish  landed  are  ganerally 
of  larger  size  than  has  been  the  case  since  the  opening  of 
the  season. 

The  season  on  Lochleven  continaes  to  improve. 
Lochawe,  Loch  Lnbraig,  Loohnabee,  and  such  early  brown 
tront  loohs,  are  yielding  fair  resalts,  baskets  getting 
heavier  day  by  diy  ;  and  this  in  spite  of  the  abnormally 
cold  winds.  ___ 

The  finnock  season  is  now  over  in  the  north,  and  till  the 
grilse  come  away  in  force  and  the  smolt  migration  be  past, 
the  tidal  angler  will  have  little  to  do.  He  mast  hie  up- 
stream now  and  get  on  to  the  brown  trout.  They  are 
daily  getting  up  to  their  prime.         Special  Scotch. 


Ipvovincial  Botea 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  fully-attended  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
Eirmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the 
headquarters  on  Thursday  evening  last.  May  17.  Mr.  T. 
Oules  presided.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
read  and  adopted,  after  which  reports  from  the  various 
railway  companies  re  the  annual  excursion,  and  the 
arrangements  for  the  annual  contest  were  given  in  by 
Messrs.  White  and  Babone.  The  reports  went  to  show 
that  the  Great  Western  Company  could  not  run  an 
ezcorsion  on  any  Saturday  afternoon  in  July.  Under  the 
circumstaxces  it  was  decided  to  abandon  the  idea  of  holding 
the  contest  at  Wilmcote.  A  letter  was  read  from  the 
London  and  North-Westem  Company,  in  which  they 
stated  that  they  would  run  two  special  trains  to  Alrewas  on 
Saturday,  July  14.  After  hearing  the  report  it  was 
unanimously  decided  to  hold  the  contest  at  the  latter 
place.  Messrs.  Shale,  Foster,  and  Bagley  were  appointed 
to  act  as  referees,  and  the  duration  of  contest  was 
fix  3d  at  one  and  a  half  hours.  The  Navigation  Inn, 
on  the  canal  side,  was  selected  as  the  headquarters  for  the 
committee,  and  the  place  where  the  fish  will  be  weighed-in 
at._  The  reports  of  the  visits  to  clubs  was  very 
satisfactory,  as  about  forty  members  from  the  Dudley  and 
Harboine  Clubs  had  gives  in  their  names  to  joiu  the 
society.  A  grant  was  made  to  relieve  a  member  who  had 
fallen  in  distressed  circumstances.  Several  clubs  are  down 
to  be  visited  prior  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee. 
Lost  year  the  manager  of  the  Shropshire  Canal  Company 
promised  that  this  c  inal  should  receive  a  little  more 
attention,  and  also  see  that  the  close  season  was  properly 
observed.  This  was  in  a  measure  carried  out,  but  this 
year  I  have  been  informed  that  the  clcse  season  is  not 
being  taken  into  consideration,  and  that  all  kinds  of  fish 
are  being  taken.  During  the  late  Chester  races  a  large 
number  of  persons  availed  themselves  of  the  cheap  trips, 
and  visited  the  canal  and  took  a  large  quantity 
of  fish  in  an  advanced  state  of  spawning.  The  company 
place  a  rastriction  upon  the  size  of  the  perch  to  be  retained, 
but  no  restrictions  upon  any  of  the  other  fish.  The 
Provincial  Association  rent  a  1  irge  portion  of  the  canal  for 
the  use  of  the  north  country  members ;  but  if  the  water  is 
allowed  to  be  depleted  as  it  is  being  at  the  present  time  I 
very  much  question  if  they  will  continue  to  rent  the  water 
next  year.  The  canal  officials'  notice  have  been  drawn  to 
what  is  going  on,  and  perhaps  they  will  take  steps  to 
remedy  the  present  state  of  things,  which  are  strongly 
complained  about  by  the  Liverpool,  Crewe,  and  Warring- 
ton anglers.  I  hear  that  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  have 
acquired  some  of  the  fishing  rights  from  some  of  the 
riparian  owners.  Mr.  Woodward,  of  Asley  Castle,  has  let 
his  rights  to  the  board,  so  all  anglers  visiting  this 
popular  resort  must  take  out  the  shilling  trout  licence,  and 
also  the  shilling  regulation  ticket,  or  they  will  render 
themselves  liable  to  be  prosecuted.  Trout  fishing  has 
slightly  improved  during  the  last  few  days,  some  decent 
fish  having  been  taken  from  the  Blythe,  near  to  Hamstill 
Eedware  ;  and  from  soxe  of  the  other  private  club  waters. 
Some  few  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Severn  above 
Arley,  but  they  have  been  very  smiU.  Mr.  Pepworth,  of 
the  Shoulder  of  Mutton,  Hamstill  Redware,  writes  to 
inform  me  that  he  haa  a  portion  of  the  river  Trent  to  let 
near  to  King's  Bromley.  The  river  here  is  well  stocked 
with  fish,  but  is  rather  hard  to  get  at,  owing  to  the 
distance  from  Armitage  Riilway  Scation,  No  trains 
mn  to  the  latter  station  on  Sundays,  but  conveyances  can 
be  hired  at  Rugeley  to  convey  anglers  right  to  the  water- 
side. There  is  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  water, 
and  the  rent  is  about  £10  per  year. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Hull  Angling  and  Preservation 
Society,  held  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  under  the  presi- 
dency of  Mr.  J.  Dickenson,  arrangements  were  made 
relative  to  the  goeiety's  annual  open  match  and  Catting 
Challenge  Cap  competition,  to  take  place  on  the  river 
Ancholme  at  Ferriby  Sluice  on  the  opening  day  for  coarse 
fish,  viz.,  June  10.  It  was  also  stated  that  the  steamer 
Uf.r  Mti  jeaty  had  been  chartered  for  the  occasion.  The 
Inglemere  Ponds,  at  Newland,  preserved  by  the  society,  are 
reported  to  be  well  stocked  with  coarse  fish,  and  about 
1.50  trout,  and  also  other  fish,  have  recently  been  added,  so, 
therefore,  the  members  will  shortly  have  a  happy  huntiog 
ground  in  these  preserves,  and  as  the  annual  subscription 
to  the  society  is  only  about  2s.  3d.,  which  includes  the 
fishing  in  all  waters  rented. by  the  society,  should  com- 
mend it  to  all  local  anglers,  especially  as  through  the 
instrumentality  of  this  society  thousands  of  fish  have 
recently  been  tamed  into  the  river  Hull,  and  by  whom 
negotiations  are  being  made  to  introduce  barbel  into  the 
river,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  succeed,  for  this 


fish  would  thrive  well  in  our  local  waters.  Sport  amongst 
trout  in  this  district  has  not  been  very  good  during  the 
past  week,  especially  on  the  river  Hull,  for,  owing  to 
weed-catting  operations  in  some  of  the  small  becks 
in  the  upper  portions,  on  some  of  the  favourite  parts  of 
the  river  it  has  been  almost  impossible  to  wet  a  line,  and 
in  the  tidal  waters  the  masses  of  floating  weeds  have 
greatly  annoyed  the  bottom  fishers,  for  only  in  certain 
bends,  according  to  the  wind,  could  the  angler  fish  at  all 
with  any  degree  of  comfort.  Nevertheless,  a  few  trout  of 
good  size  have  been  met  with,  Mr.  H.  M.  Foster  securing 
one  of  2lb.  weight  near  Hempholme;  and  at  Hull  Bridge 
Mr.  T.  Gower  is  credited  with  one  scaling  lib.  lOoz.  ; 
whilst  in  the  lower  waters  at  Wawne  another  was  taken, 
with  worm,  that  scaled  21b.  4oz.  'To-day  (Saturday) 
the  Globe  Angling  Society  hold  their  annual  match, 
open  to  all  comers,  at  Dunswell,  time  and  entries  as 
usual,  and  waggonettes  from  Newland ;  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  weed  trouble,  the  river  in  this  district 
is  in  grand  condition,  and  the  flounders  and  eels  well  on 
the  run.  The  annual  spread  of  the  Derringham  Angling 
Club  took  place  the  other  evening  at  the  Botanic  Hotel, 
Spring  Bank,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  Wardell, 
which  was  a  most  enthusiastic  function.  The  Globe  Angling 
Society  open  their  match-fishing  season  on  June  24 ;  and 
the  Bast  Hull  Society,  on  June  25  ;  whilst  on  June  20  the 
Wednesday  Angling  Society  open  their  season  with  a 
roving  match  on  the  Ancholme,  at  Horkstow  Bridge. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Anglers  in  this  county  were  very  pleased  to  see  the 
genial  "  Dragnet  "  on  the  occasion  of  his  first  visit  to  the 
County  Palatine.  One  cannot  help  thinking  this  first  visit 
is  presumptive  evidence  of  neglect,  which  will  now  cease, 
and  many  a  loving  welcome  given  in  the  future  to  our 
good  friend.  I  am  not  yet  in  a  position  to  answer  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  fishing  will  be  open  at  Dogdyke 
for  Whit-week  or  not ;  no  information  can  be  obtained ; 
this  is  ominous.  The  Waltonians  at  Lostock  Gralam 
report  some  fair  sport  with  trout  from  the  Lostock  brook, 
and  varying  from  12oz.  to  lib.  lOjz.  ;  the  latter  should, 
have  been  at  least  2 Jib.,  and  when  caught  looked  as  if  it 
had  survived  the  siege  of  Mafeking.  The  successful 
anglers  are  Messrs.  J.  Bell,  H.  Coutts,  J.  Ellis,^  and 
others.  Mr.  H.  de  W.  Marriott  is  still  very  enthusiastic 
about  this  club,  and  taking  a  great  deal  of  interest 
in  its  doiogs.  Reports  from  Warrington  are,  for 
ono9,  uninteresting ;  the  Gowy  is  badly  off,  and, 
beyond  a  few  fish,  simply  yielding  nothing  but  a  series  of 
disappointments.  Things  are  fairly  lively  at  Liverpool. 
A  new  club  has  been  formed  at  the  Cyprus  Hotel,  West 
Derby-road,  fourteen  gentlemen  founding  the  new  venture. 
The  Nelson  Angling  Society  have  decided  to  offer  prizes  to 
the  value  of  £9  for  their  open  annual  on  June  24.  The 
Centrals  have  decided  to  fish  a  match  on  July  1_,  at 
Eocleston.  They  also  intend  having  a  match  at  Hilbre 
Island  at  an  early  date.  Is  this  latter  event  a  social  one, 
or  a  great  and  serious  one  ?  The  Bdgehill  anglers  are 
still  engaged  in  trying  to  acquire  suitable  waters  for  the 
members.  The  policy  of  the  Bibble  Board  of  Conservators 
is  very  often  criticised.  First  they  catch  it  for  the  attitude 
adopted  towards  coarse  fish,  and  now  they  are  attacked  for 
allowing  smolts  to  be  taken,  for  the  sole  reason,  apparently, 
that  it  swells  the  coffers  of  the  board.  Lately  the  Ribble 
has  run  down,  and  most  of  the  fish  are  taken  in  deep  runs. 
The  free  rise  is  checked,  and  warmer  weather  much  needed. 
Owing  to  unfavourable  weather  the  fishing  in  the  Wyre 
has  fallen  off  very  considerably,  and  only  a  few  rods  have 
been  out.  The  Lune  and  its  tributaries  have  suffered 
much  from  east  winds.  Near  Caton  baskets  from  six  brace 
upwards  have  been  made,  and  near  Hornby  one  or  two 
decent  catches  are  noted.  Extensive  preparations  are 
being  made  all  over  this  county  for  Whitsuntide,  the  great 
annual  holiday,  and  as  it  falls  late  this  year  will  be  more 
in  favour  than  ever  for  going  away. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

The  trout  fishing  season  continues  to  drag  on  in  an 
unusually  quiet  manner,  and  there  seems  to  be  very  little, 
if  anything,  to  report.  True,  the  weather  is  warmer,  and 
rain  has  fallen,  but  anglers  have  not  cared  to  venture  out 
under  the  fluctuating  atmospheric  conditions.  The  nights 
and  mornings  are  excessively  cold,  and  one  evening 
recently  four  degrees  of  frost  were  registered.  The  only 
warmth  seems  to  come  with  the  sun  in  the  middle  of  the 
day,  and  this  is  not  a  time  when  anglers  have  done  much 
good.  Some  years  have  elapsed  since  tront  were  so 
extremely  inactive  at  this  particular  season,  and  this  is 
undoubtedly  due  to  the  cold  weather.  An  odd  fish  may 
be  seen  rising  in  the  evenings,  bat,  as  a  rule,  the  fly  rod 
has  been  conspicuous  by  its  absence  from  the  riverside. 
Bottom  fishing  has  fallen  off  somewhat  during  the  past 
ten  days,  but  now  that  the  weather  is  warmer  and  rain 
has  fallen  better  sport  should  be  had. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

I  am  sure  the  Sirius  of  the  FixUing  Qazette  who  has 
been  to  Cottonopolis  will  sympathise  with  my  excuses  for 
the  currant  week,  and  make  allowance  for  wretched 
caligraphy  and  poor  copy.  It  is  a  case  of  Exhibition.  The 
Fishing  Gazette  is  lucky  in  getting  their  jolly  old 
"  Dragnet"  back  to  London,  for  he  fell  in  live  with  this 
city,  and  had  a  desire  to  stop  amongst  us,  and  wear  clogs, 
and  live  happy  ever  after.  And  now  to  speak  seriously, 
we  were  pleased  to  see  him,  especially  as  it  was  a  maiden 
visit ;  many  will  regret  not  knowing  he  was  coming  so 
that  they  could  kill  the  fatted  calf.  One  thing  I  must  say 
without  fear  of  your  editorial  censure,  and  that  is,  that 
the  gallant  committee,  who  in  seven  weeks  proiuoed  such 
a  feast  »f  good  things  as  that  now  exhibited  at  the 
Palatine  H'jtel,  each  deserve  a  D.S.O.  medal  awarded  them. 
The  George  A.S  ,  Miles  Platting,  are  opening  the  season 
with  a  match  at  Diggle  in  their  own  trout  waters  ;  given 
fine  weather  they  are  sure  to  have  some  good  sport. 


List  Tuesday  some  stocking  was  quietly  done  by  the 
Royal  Walton  A.S.  to  their  waters  at  Blackley,  whieh  the 
members  hope  will  be  productive  of  good  sport  in  the 
future.  The  Old  House  at  Home  A.S.  is  reported 
"  going  strong,"  being  in  a  sound  position  both  numeri- 
cally and  financially.  It  is  intended  to  have  a  busy 
season,  which  will  commence  with  a  visit  to  Waverton 
early  in  July ;  the  members  are  working  unitedly  to 
secure  success,  and  hope  to  attain  that  object.  The 
master  of  Kingfishers  on  Monday  last  to  welcome  Capt. 
Ormrod  pUinly  showed  the  kind  of  anglers  this  club  is 
composed  of.  The  County  Palatine  A.  A.  have  still 
further  increased  their  membership  by  admitting  the 
Stockport  County  A.S.,  the  Royal  A.S.  (Pendleton),  and 
the  Wellington  A.S.  (Moston).  Particulars  will  shortly 
be  issued  of  the  Silver  Grid  Challenge  Cup  Competition, 
which  takes  place  in  the  Poynton  Canal  on  July  7. 

FROM  NORFOLK, 

Angling  in  this  district  is  almost  at  a  standstill  just 
now,  as  the  fish  are  spawning  in  most  places.  Prospects 
of  sport  in  the  coming  season  are  excellent.  Everywhere 
there  is  an  abundance  of  both  roach  and  bream,  on  the 
broads  and  rivers  alike.  In  fact,  some  of  our  local  anglers 
think  that  a  judicious  thinning  of  the  roach  on  the  Bure 
would  tend  to  improve  the  fishing  on  that  river.  Our 
rivers  and  broads  are  all  in  excellent  condition  for  the  time 
of  year,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  salt  tides,  which  have 
been  considerably  less  during  the  last  few  months  than  in 
former  years.  I'hese  salt  tides  are  the  greatest  drawback 
to  the  fishing  that  we  have  to  contend  against,  and  the 
effect  of  them  at  times  has  been  deplorable.  Very  little 
has  been  done  among  the  few  trout  of  our  upper  watars 
during  the  last  week  or  two,  but  with  the  May  Fly  rise, 
which  takes  place  the  first  week  in  J  une,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  things  will  improve.  There  certainly  ought  to  be  a 
good  time  then,  as  the  rains  that  we  have  had  have 
freshened  up  the  water,  which  is  now  in  capital  order  for 
fly  fishing. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Stormy  weather  has  again  been  experienced,  but  the 
Trent  remains  low  and  fine.  Coarse  fish  are  beginning  to 
leave  the  spawning  grounds  for  the  "  scours,"  and  the 
season's  prospects  appear  bright  in  the  extreme.  The 
Dover  Beck  and  Greet  tributaries  have  attracted  a  large 
number  of  trouting  votaries,  and  some  very  fine  fish  hive 
been  caught,  notably  with  the  maggot  and  the  little  red 
or  cockspur  worm.  On  the  Greet  the  best  takes  have  been 
effected  by  Messrs.  J.  Truman,  W.  Foulds,  W.  Eiyson, 
and  G.  Clarke.  The  limit  is  three  brace  per  rod,  and  the 
regulation  as  to  size  is  found  to  work  admirably.  A  few 
fisli  have  baen  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Greet,  and  the 
Wellington  subscribers  continue  to  get  sundry  specimens 
on  the  Shardlow  waters  of  the  Trent.  They  return  them 
so  as  to  encourage  further  breeding.  Salmon  fishing  is 
over,  and  the  season  has  proved  a  blank.  The  Nottingham 
Anglers'  Protection  Association  intend  celebrating  their 
annual  dinner  at  the  Seven  Stars  Inn,  Barker  Gate,  on 
the  evening  of  June  12. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  changeable  weather  with  cold  "  snaps  "  has  been 
much  against  angling  in  this  district,  and  there  has  been  a 
small  show  of  rods  of  late.    Our  purely  local  waters  have 
fished  moderately.  Dam  Flask  still   holding  premier 
position,  the  catches  running  up  to  a  lb.  apiece,  and  nic 
fish  too.    Some  very  fair  sport  has  been  had  in  the  Der 
went,  and  one  expert  rod  accounted  for  eight  brace  in  on 
day  when  the  circumstances  were  good.    He  was  fishin 
with  ant  eggs,  and  all  his  basket  consisted  of  good  troatg 
Some  of  our  waters  have  only  yielded  small  fish,  and  it  is. 
regrettable  to  relate  that  in  some  instances  these  have  not 
been  put  back.    Good  fish,  but  small  in  number,  are 
reported  from  the  Worksop  district.    The  spawning 
season  is  likely  to  be  somewhat  late,  but  the  prospects  are 
very  hopeful,  and  coarse  fish  anglers  who  patronise  the 
Lincolnshire  drains  will  have  nothing  to  complain  of, 
according  to  present  indications,  and  if  aU  goes  well. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
Strong  cold  N.B.  winds  have  been  prevalent  all  the 
week  until  Tuesday,  when  the  wind  veered  round  to  the 
S.W.,  and  we  had  some  heavy  showers  of  rain,  which 
will  do  much  good,  and  it  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  the 
wind  will  keep  in  the  same  quarter  and  moderate  its 
strength,  and  then  some  sport  may  be  expected.  Not 
many  rods  have  been  out  during  the  week,  and  sport  very 
indifferent,  and  hardly  anything  done  with  the  fly ;  most 
of  the  few  trout  taken  took  either  the  maggot  or  the  worm. 
One  fair  take  is  recorded ;  Mr.  Hailstone,  of  the  Malvern 
Club,  took  six  and  a  half  brace  in  the  club  wat«r,  and  all 
of  the  fish  over  Jib.  An  important  meeting  of  the 
Worcester  and  District  Association  was  held  at  the  Turk's 
Head  Inn,  Lowesmoor,  on  the  16th  inst.,  the  vice-president, 
Mr.  A.  Glover,  in  the  chair,  and  the  unfortunate  difference 
existing  between  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  and  the 
Worcestershire  anglers  occupied  the  meeting  for  a  con- 
siderable length  of  time.  Mr.  Wingfield  was  called  upon 
for  an  account  of  the  business  done  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association  on  the  pre- 
vious Saturday,  and  also  of  the  late  meeting  of  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board,  and  much  regret  was  expressed 
that  the  board  had  failed  to  carry  out  the  protection  of 
coarse  fish  during  the  close  season,  according  to  the 
new  regulations  passed  by  the  board,  and  also  that 
the  S.F.B.  had  refused  to  allow  the  Worcester  anglers  to 
take  out  a  ticket  to  fieh  for  coarse  fish  in  water  in  the 
Severn,  which  the  board  were  trying  to  rent  from  riparian 
owners,  unless  they  first  took  out  a  trout  licence,  which 
the  Worcester  anglers  refused  to  do,  as  there  are  no  trout 
in  this  part  of  the  river  to  catch,  and  which  the  law  does 
not  compel  them  to  do ;  they  were  willing  to  help  to 
increase  the  greatly  diminished  funds  of  the  board  by 
taking  a  coarse  fish  ticket,  provided  the  board  protected 
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EATON  &  DRLER 

Croolieci  Laaae,  Loxxdoia  Bri<a.se,  3H.CJ.,  &  X,  Buiry  St.,  St.  JEtiXLeB',  S.T7V 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

  (with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 

TTS/-   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  TTO/- 

FOft     I H.  X,  TTS  T  H  A  T  E  30     O  A.  T -A.  X*  O  O- "Cr  OH  ,     J"CJST     PXTBX^XSZXEID  . 


The  Lightest  Rods  In  use.   Weight,  8oz.  to  lOez. 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d  .  Cash  Only. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch  fittings,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle.  Is.  extra. 

"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  It." — Marston,  FiSHiNa  Gazbttb. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD.S-joint, 
balance  handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings, 
brazed  ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  aboatl2oz. 
Price,  10ft.,  4s.  9d. ;  lOJft.,  5s.  4d. ;  lift.,  6s.  lOd. ; 
carriage,  4d. 

Finest  Undrawn  Out,  first  quality,  20in.,  3s.  6d. 
per  109;  finest  ever  seen  Drawn  Gut,  1.5in.,  first 
quality,  3s.  9d. ;  yard  Gut  Casts,  lOd.  per  dozen. 


Fishing 


O  O  O  T  E 

Rod  Maimer  and  Gut 


Merchant. 


Ang'lers  wisMng'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

BHOtTLD  ADVEBTI8E  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset, 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"Wanted"  adTte.,  25  words  for  la.  prepaid. 
Addreaa  :  Observer  OHIce.  Bournemouth, 


Anglers  wlshingr  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL 

Charget  very  Moderate. 
Addreis :  Klnir  Street  Alfreton. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Pishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

BHOULD  ADTEBTIBB  IN 

The  Ashbonrne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted Advti.,  \8uiord4,6d.;  SOwords,  It.,  prepaid. 
Address :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o., 

8H0ULD  ADVEBTI8E  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address :  9,  Market  mil,  Cambridge. 


NOW  READY.— MAY,  1900,  NUMBER  of 

SCRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

THE  FINEST  ILLUSTRATED  MAGAZINE  OF  THE  DAY.  ' 
Price  One  Shilling. 


CONTENTS: 

DRAWING  (TO  AOOOMPANY  "  OLIVEE  CBOMWELL")  bv 
F.  C.  Yohn  

SOME  PICTURESQUE  SIDES  OF  THE  EXPOSITION  .• 

AN  ARTIST'S  IMPBESSIONS.    With  the  author's  drawings. 

OLIVER  CROMWELL   

V.  —  THE  COMMONWEALTH  AND  PEOTEOTOEATE. 
Illustrated  with  original  drawings  by  F.  C.  Yohn,  Seymour 
Lucas,  E.  0.  Peixotto,  Claude  A.  Shepperson,  Frank  Oraig, 
and  with  portraits,  <fec. 

RAPID  TRANSIT  IN  NEW  YORK   

Illustrations  drawn  by  Jules  Gu^rin  from  the  official  plans. 

EGG  ISLAND    

A  Story.   Illustration  by  George  Gibbs. 

THE  LODE  STAR  

A  Sonnet. 

THE  INTERMEDIATE  STAGE  OF  THE  BOER  WAR  ... 

Illastrated  with  the  author's  photographs. 
WORK   

A  Poem. 

TOMMY  AND  GRIZEL.  CHAPTEES  XIV.-XVII  

Full-page  illustration  by  Bernard  Partridge. 

CRIPPLE  CREEK  

Illustrations  drawn  from  photographs  by  Jules  Qu^rin,  C.  S. 
Chapman,  and  Miss  Louise  L.  Heustis. 

ON  SEEING  VEDDER'S  "PLEIADES"  

A  Sonnet. 

BALZAC  

THE  PRINCESS  ROYAL   

An  O'Connor  Story. 

THE  FIRST  WOOD-THRUSHES   

A  Sonnet. 

THE  POINT  OP  VIEW. 

THE  GEAMMAE  OF  THE  QBEAT— THE  AFFECTATION 
OF  SIMPLICITY. 

THE  FIELD  OF  ART. 

"FORMAL  GAEDENS"  AND  SMALL  PARKS  (Montgomery 
Schuyler).  Illustrated. 


Frontispiece. 

E.  0.  Peixotto. 

THBOOOSE  BOOeEVBLIT. 


Wu.  Barclay  Parsons. 
(Chief  Engineer  Rapid  Transit 

Commission.) 
Adelb  Maris  Shaw. 

Mart  E.  WiijKins. 

H.  J.  Whigham. 

Edward  S.  Martin.' 

J.  M.  Babbie. 

Francis  Lynde. 

Edwin  Markham. 
Geoboe  McLean  Harper. 

WiLtlAM  MATNADIER  BROWNE 

J.  Russell  Taylor. 


ORDER   THROUGH    ANY  BOOKSELLER. 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  BEST 
PART  OF  TEST. 

TWO  RODS,  at  5  guineas   each,  for 
remainder  of  season. 

Write   or  call    between   12  and  1, 
BuKEOUGHS,  35,  Shoe-lane. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAYS. 

TOURIST,  FOETNIGHTLT,  and  FEIDAY 
to  WEDNESDAY  CHEAP  TICKETS  to 
YAEMOTJTH,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley  on  -  Sea, 
Cromer,  Southend  -  on  -  Sea,  Clacton  -  on  -  Sea, 
Walton  -  on  -  Naze,  Frlnton  -  on  -  Sea,  Harwiob, 
Dovercourt,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold, 
and  Hunstanton  are  issued  by  all  trains  from 
London  (Liverpool-street);  also  from  G.K. 
Suburban  Stations,  at  same  fares  as  from  Liver- 
pool-street. These  Cheap  Tickets  are  also  issueA 
from  St.  Pancras  (Midland  Station)  and  Eentlsli 
Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft, 
Mundesley-on-Sea,  and  Cromer. 

Cheap  Trips  to  the  Seaside,  &c. 

SOUTHEND  -  ON  -  SEA  and  back,  2s.  6d.,'' 
from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchuroh-street,  statiou 
in  the  G.E.  Suburban  District  and  North  London, 
Lines. 

On  WHIT  MONDAY  Through  Fast  Traina 
will  run  at  frequent  intervals  from  Liverpool-' 
street,  commencing  at  6.30  a.m  ,  and  from  Fen- 
church-street  at  7.49,  8.13,  8.47,  9.22,  9  47,  10.50,' 
and  11.20  a.m.  Through  Excursion  Tickets  an' 
also  issued  from  stations  on  the  Metropolitan, 
and  Metropolitan  District  Eailways. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH  and' 
back, 4s.  3d  ,  from  Liverpool-street,  on  Whit  Son-/ 
day  at  9.16  a.m.,  and  on  Whit  Monday  at  8.S0] 
a.m.,  calling  at  Stratford. 

YAEMOUTH  and  CROMER  on  Whit  Monday^ 
from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  at  6.'25  a.m.^ 
To  Yarmouth  only  from  Liverpool-street  at  6.4S, 
a.m. ;  tare,  one  day  Os.  6d.,  and  three  or  six  dayij 
8s.  Gd.  I 

CAMBEIDGE,    4s.  3d.;  ELY,    5s.  6d., 
Whit  Monday,  from  Liverpool-street,  at  8.40  aj 
11  0  a.m.,  and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentf 
Town  at  9.15  a.m. 

HERTFOED,  28.  6d.,  on  Whit  Monday,  frci 
Liverpool-street  and  Hackney  Downs  at  9.1 
10.6,  a.m.,  and  12  50  p.m.,  and  St.  Pancras 
Kentish  Town  at  9.15  and  10.15  a.m. 

BROXBODENE  and  RYE   HOUSE,  la.  9d.  | 
daily  from    Liverpool  -  street,    Bethnal  Green 
Haokney  Downs,  Stratford,  Ac.   On  Whit  Men 
day  Special  Trains  will  run  as  required. 

EPPING  FOREST  dally  from  Liverpool-street, 
Ac.  On  Whit  Monday  a  Special  Service  of  Train« 
will  run  between  Liverpool-street,  Fenohurob 
street,  and  Chingford  and  Loughton,  alsi 
between  Gospel  Oak  and  Chingford. 

For  full  particulars  see  bills. 


OGDEN  AND  SGOTFORDp 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Anglers,  Fly  Dressers,  and  Manufacturers  of  First-class  Rods  and  Tackle.  Original  Makers  of  the 
Multum-in-Par\ro  Trout  Rod  in  Greenheart,  Blue  Mahoe,  and  Built  Cane. 

O.  and  S.  have  a  very  large  and  varied  assortment  of  all  the  well-known  patterns  in  MAY  FLIES 
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the  coarae  fiah,  and  woald  even  pay  more  if  their  interests 
were  looked  after,  bat  they  strongly  protested  against 
being  coerced  to  take  a  trout  licence.  After  a  lengthy  dis- 
cussion, and  nnmerons  caaes  of  the  violation  of  the  fence 
months  by  a  host  of  outside  anglers  were  given, 
the  following  resolution,  formulated  by  the  president, 
Mr.  L.  F.  Higga,  was  proposed  by  the  chairman, 
Mr.  A.  Glover,  and  secondeJ  by  Mr.  J.  Bowen,  was 
passed,  viz.,  "  This  association  strongly  condemns  the 
policy  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  in  their  unjast  attempt 
to  coerce  coarse  fish  anglers  to  t4.ke  out  a  tr^nt  licence 
before  they  may  obtain,  under  the  new  scheme  of  the 
board,  a  ticket  to  fish  the  Worcestershire  portion  of  the 
river  in  which  there  are  n?  trout,  and  also  most 
emphatically  protests  against  the  neglect  of  the  board  to 
compel  the  observanoe  of  the  fence  months,  according  to 
the  de6nite  promise  made  at  Birmingham  by  Mr.  Willis 
Band,  when  the  new  scheme  was  discussed  by  him  and  the 
anglers'  representatives."  It  is  a  great  pity  this  difference 
between  the  8.F.B.  and  the  Worcester  anglers  cannot  be 
adjusted.  The  board  are  in  need  of  fnnds,  and  the  anglers 
are  willing  to  assist  them  if  the  board  would  let  them. 
The  anglers  are  a  numerous  body,  anxious  to  promote 
legitimate  sjKtrt,  and  would  help  to  make  the  river  Severn, 
what  it  would  soon  become  if  properly  protected,  one  of 
the  best  rivers  for  anglers  in  the  country. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  are  delighted  at  the  considerable  improvement 
in  the  weather,  which  is  much  warmer  and  more  spring- 
like, thanks  to  the  prevalence  of  southerly  and  westerly 
winds.  Little  has  been  done  of  late  on  acconnt  of  the 
cold  and  the  gloom.  There  is  now  a  fair  prospect  of  the 
dearth  of  natural  flies  being  speedily  overcome,  and  of 
trout,  which  rarely  came  to  the  surface,  moving  from 
the  bottom  of  the  rivers.  Up  to  the  present  fly 
fishers  have  obtained  only  moderate  sport.  The 
Yore,  perhaps,  has  afforded  the  most  enjoyment, 
and  a  number  of  fine  trout  have  been  taken.  The 
Partridge  and  Yellow,  the  Dark  Watchet,  and  the 
Woodcock  and  Orange  were  successful  lures,  the  natural 
Blue  Dun  being  present.  On  the  Swale  and  the  Yore 
the  worm  and  the  natural  minnow  have  also  secured  a  few 
trcnt.  Sport  is  improving  on  the  Wharfe  and  several 
other  rivers.  Some  rain  would  be  as  welcome  to  most 
anglers  as  well  as  to  agriculturists.  The  water  of  the 
Wharfe  is  low  and  clear.  The  best  flies  have  been  the 
Waterhen,  Dark  Watchet,  Snipe  Bloa,  Orange  Partridge, 
Snipe  and  Pnrole,  and  Eelief,  Yellow  Partridge,  and 
Tinsel.  A  marked  change  in  conditions  on  the  Upper 
Yore  was  observed  with  the  cessation  of  the  north-easterly 
winds  on  the  loth  inst.  Mr.  John  E.  Miller  states  that 
he  saw  more  flies  on  the  river  on  thit  day,  and  more  fish 
rising  in  an  hour  or  two,  than  he  had  previously  observed 
for  three  months.  The  rising  grayling,  which  are 
still  spawning,  greatly  interfere  with  trout  fishing, 
and  until  the  river  is  flushed  tront  are  certain 
to  prove  troublesome.  The  reports  to  hand  at 
the  week-end  showed  that  much  activity  had  prevailed 
among  ardent  rodsmen  up  the  Swale  and  its  tributaries. 
The  heaviest  baskets  fell  to  those  fishing  the  upstream 
worm.  Mr.  N.  Smithson,  in  an  afternoon's  sport  in  the 
Cod  Beck,  caught  nine  tront,  three  of  which  weighed  over 
|lb.  Leeds  anglers  report  that  there  is  abundance  of 
trout  in  the  deep  waters  of  Bedale  Beck.  Messrs.  Smithson 
and  Fred  Atkinson  have  scored  most  among  Tbirsk 
district  anglers.  The  Thirsk  and  Sowerby  A  8.  offared 
prizes  to  those  rodsmen  who  rid  the  club  waters  of  the 
most  pike,  and  a  very  effective  response  has  been  made  by 
Messrs.  T.  Dodsworth,  of  Sowerby,  and  F.  Atkinson,  of 
Thirsk,  who  between  them  have  removed  numerous  pike 
from  the  stream.  At  Bridlington,  on  the  19th  inst., 
Robert  Wallis,  fisherman,  was  summoned  for  trawling 
beyond  the  limits  allowed  by  the  North-Eastern  Sea 
Fisheries  Committee,  and  was  fined  £2  2a. 


€otxtiyoixtfmtt 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinioni 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

RESERV0IE8  TO  LET. 
Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  me  the  names 
of  several  towns  where  the  reservoirs  are  let  for  fishing 
purposes,  to  enable  me  to  get  from  them  the  rules,  rent, 
<fec.  ? — Yours  trtily,  Subsceibee. 

HOLIDAY  QUARTERS. 
Dea£  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  some 
of  your  readers  would  kindly  inform  me  of  a  pleasant  and 
inexpensive  place  or  two  where  I  could  spend  a  fortnight's 
holiday,  and  have  some  good  fishing. — Yours  obediently, 

  W.  MOBGAN. 


A  PLAQUE  OP  TOADS. 
DiAP.  Sir, — I  beg  to  thank  yourself  and  Messrs.  Cushny 
and  Tisleyfer  notice  taken  of  above  and  for  your  suggestions 
and  information  on  the  subject.  It  is  common  knowledge 
in  the  country  that  the  two-year-old  toads  (or  frogs)  get  on 
the  bdckg  of  the  three-jear-olds,  clasp  them  firmly  round 
the  throat  with  their  fore  leg-i,  and  so  gradually  strangle 
them.  I  supp'  se  this  is  a  natural  inbtioot,  for  as  far  as  I 
can  see,  the  victims  calmly  submit  to  the  embrace,  and 
thug  they  swim  about  coupled  fast  together  until  tl  e 
three-year-olds  die.  It  is  anything  but  a  pleasant  sight ; 
and  ttat  part  of  the  water— the  shallow  end — is  most 
religiously  avoided  by  the  anglers.  A  man  who  was  put  on 
to  pincer  them  killed  1500  in  one  day.  We  keep  on 
leiaening^^  them  in  this  way,  and.no  doubt  by  exercising  a 
little  patience  they  will  pass  away. — Yonrs  truly, 

R.  WOOLFALL, 


APRIL  PIKE  PISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sib, — Your  editorial  comments  notwithstanding, 
I  venture  to  think  that  the  feeling  of  the  majority  of 
anglers  who  have  visited  Ireland  will  be  found  to  be  with 
Mr.  Jardine  in  his  condemnation  of  the  custom  apparently 
so  prevalent  there  of  fishing  for  pike  all  the  year  round,  in 
season  and  out  of  season  alike.  In  rivers  and  small  lakes 
where  the  trout  are  froe  risers  a  war  of  extermination  may 
well  be  waged  against  the  pike,  but  in  large  sheets  of  water 
such  as  Loughs  Conn,  Corrib,  and  Mask,  where  tront  are 
usually  fished  for  with  a  phantom  spoon,  or  some  other 
arti6cial  bait  trailed  behind  a  boat  (that  being  indeed  the 
or  ly  way  of  taking  them,  at  any  rate,  during  the  later 
months  of  the  season),  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  pike 
afford  better  sport  than  the  more  aristocratic  trout,  and 
also  that  a  1  irge  number  of  anglers  are  tempted  to  visit 
Ireland  solely  by  the  prospect  of  catching  fish  of  that 
variety  of  a  size  that  cannot  be  looked  for  in  any  open,  or 
in  many  private  waters  in  England. 

It  is  a  very  open  question  whether  pike  in  large  lakes 
are  the  unmitigated  evil  which  many  persons  consider 
them  ;  and  I  have  heard  the  opinion  freely  expressed  that 
the  trout  fishing  in  Loch  Awe  in  Argyleshire,  instead  of 
having  been  improved  by  the  crusade  against  the  pike 
which  was  inaugurated  some  years  ago,  has,  on  the 
contrary,  steadily  deteriorated,  and  that  ia  spite  of  a  large 
expenditure  on  restocking,  the  chief  reason  assigned  (and 
a  very  plausible  one)  being  that  the  perch  which  abound 
there,  as  in  most  of  the  Irish  lakes,  and  which  are  fully  as 
dangerous  enemies  to  the  trout  as  the  pike,  have  unduly 
increased  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  the  latter. 

In  conclusion  I  think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  captures 
of  any  fish  out  of  season  should  be  recorded  as  sport  in 
your  columns.  I  refer  not  only  to  these  Irish  pike  taken 
on  hand  lines  in  April,  but  also  to  trout  taken  in  Scotland, 
mostly  from  the  border  streams  during  what  should  be  the 
close  season,  and  to  pike  and  other  coarse  fish,  which  can 
apparently  be  fished  for  almost,  if  not  quite,  all  the  year 
round,  in  a  much-advertised  hotel  water  in  the  south  of 
England.— Yours  faithfully,  W.  P.  L. 

[We  do  not  think  that  our  foot  note  to  Mr.  Jardine's 
letter  clashes  with  the  view  of  our  correspondent.  We 
said  that  to  kill  pike  out  of  season  in  a  water  where  they 
are  preserved  for  sport  is  unsportsmanlike,  and  it  would 
be  unsportsmanlike  to  kill  them  out  of  season  in  Irish 
lakes  if  those  having  the  rights  of  fishing  wished  them  not 
to  be  so  killed.  We  do  not  know  what  kind  of  language 
the  trout  anglers  who  go  to  Lough  Conn  for  tront  fishing 
would  use  if  it  was  proposed  to  protect  pike  in  the  spawn- 
ing season,  and  only  allow  rod  fishing  for  them  ;  we  should 
imagine  it  would  be  emphatic.  If  you  want  to  have  good 
trout  fishing  you  must  treat  pike  like  vermin ;  and  the 
best  time  to  kill  them  is  when  they  collect  on  the  shallows 
jast  before  spawning. — Ed.  J 


TROUT  PISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sib, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
tell  me  through  your  paper  where  I  can  get  a  day's  trout 
fishing  on  the  Cray  or  Darenth,  where  to  go,  and  how 
mucb  to  pay  ?  I  do  not  want  to  pay  78.  6d.  for  a  day's 
sport. 

Also,  is  there  any  trout  fishing  open  to  the  public  on  the 
Lea  ?  Thanking  you  for  your  kindness,  I  remain,  yours 
truly,  X.  T.  Z. 

Halesworth,  Suffolk. 

[We  fear  X.  Y.  Z,  will  not  get  much  fishing  on  the 
Darenth,  as  it  is  all  private,  except  that  attached  to  the 
Lion  Hotel  at  Farningham — it  used  to  be  2s.  6d.  a  day, 
but  is  nearer  7s.  6d.  now,  we  believe,  and  over-fished  at 
that.  He  might  get  a  trout  or  two  in  the  Hertford 
Corporation  waters  on  the  Lea  ;  Is.  day  tickets  can  be  got 
at  the  G.E.Ry.  Station  Hotel  at  Hertford.  But  trout 
fishing  which  ia  not  private  naar  London,  or  can  be  got  by 
ticket,  is  not  likely  to  be  very  good. — Ed.] 

THE  T.A.P.S.— A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sorry  to  see  in  the  report  of  the 
Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  A. 8.  that  I  am  represented 
to  have  said,  in  reply  to  a  toast,  that  I  was  the  "  chair- 
man of  the  committee  "  of  the  T.  A.P.S. 

I  must  emphatically  deny  that  I  made  such  a  statement. 
What  the  sentence  should  read  is,  a  "  memher  of  the 
committee"  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  to  which  position  I  have 
now  been  elected  for  several  years  as  the  representative 
of  the  Central  Association. 

The  whole  of  the  report  has  been  taken  from  the 
Fulham  Observer,  and  no  doubt  that  paper's  reporter 
tried  his  best,  but  some  of  the  paragraphs  have  got  u  little 
bit  into  "  pie,"  and  others  require  the  tautology  correcting 
to  make  them  read  properly. — Yours  truly, 

Norwich.    W.  H.  Elsmobe, 


PISHING  AT  PENMAENMAWR. 
Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  if 
they  know  of  any  fiahing  at  Penmaenmawr,  in  Carnarvon, 
what  kind  of  fish,  what  bait,  and   rivers? — Yours 
sincerely,  S.  T.  Hennell. 

AN  ACKNOWLEDGMENT  FOR  TOBACCO. 

Dear  Sir. — Permit  me  on  behalf  of  the  Royal  Marines 
of  H.M.8.  Powerful  to  thank  you  and  the  subeoribers  for 
the  gift  of  tobacco,  which  has  been  much  enjoyed  and 
appreciated  by  all  of  us. — I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours 
obediently.  One  op  the  Wounded. 

H.M.S.  Powerful,  Portsmouth,  May  20. 


PISHING  AT  WINDERMERE. 
Dear  Sir, — As  we  are  occasionally  regaled  with  details 
of  ^ood  sport  on  Windermere,  I  wish  to  point  out  the 
curious  fact  that  no  ticket  for  less  than  5s.  for  trout 
fishing  is  obtainable  as  regards  the  lake.  The  minimum 
charge  for  fiahing  the  rivers  Rothay  and  Brathay  flowing 


in  at  Ambleside  is  28.  Cd.  Of  course,  theae  are  eeaaon 
tickets,  but  why  on  earth  for  under  it)  does  not  the 
association  issue  day  tickets,  say,  at  Is.,  weekly,  23.  Cd., 
&,c  't  I  took  a  considerable  journey  the  other  day  to  do  a 
little  trouting  on  the  lake,  as  I  intended,  but  the  ridiculous 
charge  prevented  it.  We  took  our  compensation  in  due 
contemplation  of  the  beautiful  scenery.  I  can  scarcely 
call  to  mind  an  adequate  rival  in  the  way  of  charm  to  the 
north  end  of  Windermere. — Yours  truly,  H. 


TWBEDSIDE  6088TP-THR  "FREE  INFORMA- 
TION" BUSINESS. 

Dear  Editor, — Mr>r«  goa«ip  from  the  upper  reaches  of 
this  benighte'l  river.  We're  hiving  sport,  but  the  best  of 
it  only  runs  to  71b.  and  81b.  Water  clear  as  crystal ;  poor 
hatch  of  Nature's  food  for  fishes  ;  and  a  lot  of  the  trout 
fisher's  en<?my,  grayling,  rising  like  blaJies.  I'm  going  to 
try  the  dry  fly,  and  see  if  I  can  tempt  some  of  the  beauties 
I  can  see  in  the  pools  ;  will  let  you  know  the  result,  and 
expect  all  the  southern  anglers  will  come  to  pay  us  a  visit. 
There  is  a  letter  in  the  issue  of  May  19  regsr  ling  "  Fine  free 
trout  fishing  in  Scotland,"  in  which  "  Ballygunge  "  says 
that  half  a  guinea  had  been  demanded  before  the  informa- 
tion was  given.  Well,  I  guess  the  name  of  the  place  is 
Innerleithen,  as  there  were  two  professional  fishers  of  the 
talking  ordjr  here  last  year,  named  S.  and  M.  Between 
the  two  they  caught  three  fish,  total  weight  5oz. 

Now  to  be  serious,  I'm  a  young  married  "  fusher,"  and 
on  the  quiet,  I'd  like  some  of  the  old  married  "  fushers  " 
to  let  me  have  their  recipe  for  soothing  the  wife.  When  I 
mention  fishing,  I  always  used  to  do  so  in  conjunction  with 
a  new  bonnet,  &c.  But  that  has  gone  stale  like  ground 
bait.   I  guess  there  are  others  that  will  be  glad  of  the  tip. 

That  Irish  pike  is  raising  the  wind,  to  judge  by  the 
correspondence  columns  in  the  F.  O.  David  said  in  his 
wrath,  "All  men  are  fishers" — revised  edition.  Where 
can  we  get  the  celluloid  for  fly  bodies  ?  Trust  you'll  make 
a  fortune  out  of  it.  ____         Blue  Upright. 

CELLULOID  BODIES  FOR  DRY  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  yon  could  inform  me 
where  I  could  obtain  celluloid  strips  for  bodies  of  dry  flies, 
as  I  should  very  much  like  to  try  it.  I  am  sure  it  should 
be  gocd. — Yours  truly,  Cy.  Casey. 

[Further  particulars  about  the  use  of  celluloid  for  flies 
will  be  published  presently. — Ed.] 


FINE  FREE  TROUT  PISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Marston, — I  am  glad  that  "  Ballygunge  "  has 
tackled  the  correspondent  who  has  created  some  astonish- 
ment and  amusement  on  Tweedside  by  his  letter,  and 
also  Just  a  trifle  of  suspicion  that  he  was  actuated  by 
motives  such  as  "  Ballygunge  "  gives  him  credit  for. 

To  talk  8  8  he  did  of  the  fine  "  Highland  "  scenery  of  the 
Tweed  tickles  a  Scotchman.  No  doubt  the  Tweed  begins 
amongst  the  hills,  and  flows  through  a  hilly  district  for 
much  of  its  course,  but  we  nevf>r  speak  of  it  as  Highland. 
This  savours  of  Cockaigne.  When  old  Scotchmen  speak 
together  of  the  Tweed,  it  is  with  a  sigh,  that  it  is  so 
dreadfully  poached  and  so  hard  fished,  and  so  nnUke  what 
we  knew  it  forty-five  years  ago.  It  is  possible  still  to 
get  a  good  bisket  of  trout  now  and  again,  but  to  write  to 
a  paper  like  the  old  Fishing  Gazette  of  a  well-known  river 
like  the  Tweed,  as  if  it  was  unknown,  and  the  country  a 
terra  incognita,  is  ridiculous. 

I  am  living  on  its  banks  in  lodgings  at  present,  endeavour- 
ing to  find  a  cottage  wherein  to  pass  the  evening  of  my 
life  quietly,  and  if  any  of  your  readers  care  to  apply  to  me 
I  will  endeavour  to  tell  them  the  truth.  Nor  shall  I 
accept  even  a  postage  stamp,  for  such  a  fraternal  act  is  one 
I  hope  of  every-day  occurrence  amongst  gentlemen  and 
sportsmen. 

I  should  greatly  like  to  meet  a  past-master  of  the  dry  fly 
school  here,  and  I  fancy  in  the  still  pools  he  would  kill 
some  large  trout.  I  fish  very  little  at  present,  being 
rheumatic  and  stiff,  and  afraid  of  much  wading. — I  am, 
yours  truly,  E.  M,  Tod. 

St.  Boswell's-on-the-Tweed. 

FEEDING  TROUT  ON  HORSEFLESH. 

Dear  Mb.  Marston, — I  was  much  interested  in 
reading  your  notes  in  last  week's  issue  on  feeding  trout 
with  horseflesh. 

It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  for  the  last  ten  or 
twelve  years  I  have  given  my  fish  no  horseflesh  at  all,  not 
altogether  because  I  disbelieve  in  its  merits,  but  mainly 
because  I  cannot  get  it. 

All  dead  horses  hereabouts  go  to  feed  the  Brocklesby 
Hunt,  or  are  sent  from  Grimsby  to  Germany  to  make 
sausages. 

I  have  used  sea  fish  for  a  long  time  as  food  for  my  stock 
fish,  and  I  am  quite  sure  there  is  hardly  any  better  food. 
I  get  a  boat  twice  a  week  from  Grimsby  when  I  can,  and 
also  buy  of  the  local  fishmongers.  As  a  rule,  I  buy  the 
smallest  fish  I  can  get,  and  my  men  cut  up  bodily,  bones 
and  all;  and  I  am  quite  sure  there  are  no  finer  or  better- 
fed  fish  in  the  British  Isles  than  my  own,  running  as  they 
do  to  over  121b.  each.  But  fish  are  like  all  other  animals 
in  that  a  variety  of  food  is  best  for  them.  In  March, 
when  frogs  are  plentiful,  I  collect  them  in  paUs — all  large 
ones,  as  big  as  a  man's  hand — and  it  is  a  sight  to  see  how 
the  big  fish  each  polish  off  six  or  eight  of  them  at  a  time. 
In  about  fourteen  days  we  shall  have  tadpoles 
galore.  We  scoop  them  up  with  fine-mesh  landing 
nets,  and  give  in  pails  full.  Now  and  then 
neighbouring  farmers  lose  a  sheep,  which  is  perfectly 
whr  lesome,  and  for  change  we  cut  up  legs  and  shoulders 
of  mutton,  giving  the  lean  to  fish  and  fat  to  poultry,  for 
fish  do  net  care  much  for  fat,  and  my  idea  is  that  it  is  not 
good  for  them.  Potatoes  for  trout  is  to  me  an  absolutely 
new  idea ;  I  have  never  tried  them.  Some  friends  of 
mine  give  trout|bread,  but  I  cannot  get  my  fish  to  take  it. 
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They  will  eat  yonng  birds,  mice,  Arc,  and  I  once  saw  OHe 
of  my  big  ones  seize  a  rat  swimmiog  across  the  pond. 

I  should  write  more  on  these  and  other  interesting 
points,  but  have  not  the  time ;  other  fishery  work  is  so 
exictins;. 

The  nonsense  novices  and  others  write  occasionally  on 
fishing;  matters  often  makes  me  smile,  but  if  I  followed 
half  the  coTitroversial  points  discussed  I  should  have  tiane 
for  nothing  else.  One  point  often  alluded  to  I  will  touch. 
Believe  me,  it  is  sheer  humbug  to  say  artificially  fed  trout 
will  not  rise  or  feed  as  well  as  others.  Trout,  like  any 
other  animals,  eat  when  they  are  hungry,  i.e.,  when  they 
can  get  it,  and  there  is  an  end  of  it. 

There  can  be  no  two  opinions.  Natural  food  is  the  best, 
and  I  am  a  ureat  believer  in  molluscs  and  shrimps.  I 
once  got  12,000  of  the  former  from  one  yearling  pond  of 
loyda.  by  5yd8.,  and  have  had  shrimps  by  bucketsful. — 
Tours  faithfully,  T.  Ford. 

Manor  Fishery,  Cabtor,  May  22. 


THE  WANDLE  TROUT  ARE  RISING. 

Deae  Marston, — Yesterday  afternoon  I  went  to  a 
choice  length  of  the  Wandle,  and  in  less  than  a  quarter 
mile  counted  over  two  score  large  trout,  in  the  pink  of 
condition,  and  well  fed  ;  but  few  of  them  that  would  not 
exceed  Jib.,  and  several  of  21b.,  whUe  a  few  were  in 
excess  of  that  weight,  and  all  were  rising  freely  and  fear- 
lessly. It  was  a  fine  fishing  afternoon,  and  the  Blue  Dun 
the  fly  the  trout  were  taking. — Yours  truly. 

May  22.    Alf,  Jardine. 

APRIL-CAUGHT  IRISH  PIKE. 

Dear  Marston, — You  omitted  to  give  in  last  week's 
FiMng  Gazette  the  "  autopsies  "  of  the  40Jlb.  and  35Jlb. 
Irish  April-caught  pike,  and  many  of  my  angling  friends 
who  subscribe  to,  and  read,  your  journal  would  like  to 
know  if  spawn  made  up  the  girths  of  the  fish.  I  am 
informed  by  a  capital  fisherman  you  know  that  there  are 
neither  salmon  nor  trout  in  Lough  Key,  and  that  there- 
fore the  destroying  of  spawning  and  spawned  pike  in  order 
to  preserve  those  better  fish  is  an  excuse  which  will  not 
apply  to  that  lough. 

I  read  that  a  gallant  colonel  is  doing  well  this  month 
amongst  the  pike.  The  marvel  is  that  anyone  takes  the 
trouble  to  go  to  Ireland  in  April  and  May  to  enjoy  the 
"  fine  sport "  of  capturing  spawned  pike. — Yours  &c., 

Alfred  Jardine. 

[We  did  not  take  autopsies  of  the  fish,  but  Mr.  Cooper 
says :  "  They  were  a  handsome  brace,  and  beautifully 
marked.  The  40ilb.  fish  was  full  of  spawn ;  the  35^1b. 
fish  had  spawned — there  was  only  a  little  spawn  left  in 
it."— Ed  j   

THE  RECENT  PHOTO  OP  MONIKIE  TROUT. 
(See  photo,  F.  G.  April  21.) 

Sir, — I  observe  in  the  issue  of  May  19  that  your 
correspondent  "  Special  Scotch"  champions  Mr.  Seattle, 
and  Bays,  "I  can  confidently  assure  him  (a  previous 
correspondent)  that  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  Mr. 
Beattie  that  it  was,  i  e.,  the  capture  of  one  rod." 

I  have  neither  the  honour  of  knowing  Mr.  Beattie  or 
"  Special  Scotch,"  but  as  I  know  Monikie  well,  and  often 
fish  there — and  live  within  eight  miles  of  it — I  ask  a  clear 
and  distinct  staten:ent  from  either  of  them,  and  as  the 
last  letter  was  anonymous,  and  possibly  for  that  reason 
unanswered,  the  same  excuse  shall  not  apply  to  this  one. 
You  may,  therefore,  publish  my  name  and  address. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  Bribg.s. 

Erskine  terrace,  Dundee. 


EYED  DOUBLE  HOOK  WITH  SAFETY  PIN 
ATTACHMENT. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you,  or  any  of  the  readers  of 
your  valuable  paper,  inform  me  where  I  can  obtain  a 
double  hook  (eyed)  with  safety  pin  attachment,  for  minnow 
fishing  (trout  size)  ?  Also  a  glass  spinning  minnow  ?  I 
had  one  some  years  ago.  It  was  convex,  silvered  one  side, 
and  glass  the  other.  I  would  esteem  it  a  favour. — Yours 
respectfully.  Stoneloach. 

[  We  think  that  the  hook  our  correspondent  wants  is 
made  by  Mestrs.  Warner  and  Sons  of  Redditch. — En.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  AX  AND  BRUB. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Finking  Oazelte,  supply  me  with  the  following  informa- 
tion :  In  there  any  free  fishing  in  the  following  two  rivers 
— Somersetshire  Ax  and  Brne  Y  If  no  free  fishing,  the 
cost  of  a  monthly  licence,  and  where  it  could  be  obtained. 
The  above  refers  to  coarse  fish  only.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — I  remain,  respectfully  yonrs, 

  F.  R.  W. 

IRISH  LAKE  TROUT  AND  THEIR  ENEMIES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr.  Mossop's  queries,  I  send 
you  the  following  notes.  I  may  say  that  I  have  several 
lakes  here  of  conniderable  size  which  contain  pike,  perch, 
r-udd,  trout,  and  eels,  so  that  I  have  a  fair  opportunity  of 
studying  the  conditions  under  which  they  live,  and  1  am 
endeavouring  to  reduce  the  number  of  coarse  fish  and 
develop  tbe  trout  fishing.  For  this  reason  1  have  given  a 
c^uiderable  amount  of  time  to  the  two  questions  put  by 
Mr.  MoBsop. 

That  trout  are  decreasing  in  numbers  in  the  Irish  lakes 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  this  is  not  tlin  result  of  one 
particular  cause,  but  many.  Diffioultiea  and  dangers  beset 
the  path  of  this  most  sporting  fish  in  our  inland  kkei. 

Following  the  trout  up  the  streams  at  spuwiiing  time, 
and  watcbing  the  spawning  beds  and  evontnally  the  career 
of  the  young  fry,  we  shall  find  some  clue  to  the 
scarcity  of  which  we  complain.  The  first  obstacle 
after  leaving  (he  labts  is  often  a  fall  or  a  mill 
weir,  and  these  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood 
know  bow  to  make  use  of,  and  many  a  goodly  trout  never 


lives  to  reach  the  spawning  beds.  StUl,  after  all,  the 
percentage  of  fish  poached  is  small,  for  the  conditions  are 
seldom  favourable  for  making  a  big  haul;  irdetd,  very 
often  owing  to  heavy  water  no  fish  are  taken  at  all.  Last 
spawning  season  was  an  unusually  good  one,  and  the 
spawting  beds  were  covered  with  trout.  On  the  night 
between  the  13th  and  14th  ;of  November  most  of  them 
spawned  and  dropped  down  before  daylight  to  the  lake 
from  which  they  had  come  the  day  before.  From  Nov.  1 
to  Nov.  20  I  watched  the  streams  myself,  and  very  few 
fish  spawned  either  before  or  after.  A  mark  was  made  on 
the  bank  opposite  each  redd,  and  this  was  fortunate,  for  a 
few  days  after  a  heavy  spate  came  down,  and  no  signs  were 
left  to  indicate  where  the  fish  had  spawned.  During  the 
last  week  in  January  I  went  to  examine  the  redds,  knowing 
that  by  then  the  ova  would  be  well  eyed.  Six  different 
redds  were  examined,  and  the  result  was  as  follows:  In 
two  redds  not  a  single  egg  had  been  impregnated  ;  most  of 
them  had  turned  white,  and  those  that  had  not  did  so  when 
disturbed. 

These  eggs  were  cleared  and  examined  through  the 
microscope,  and  there  was  not  the  slightest  sign  of  an 
embryo.  In  three  redds  about  half  the  eggs  seemed  to  ba 
impregnated,  and  these  were  well  eyed.  In  the  other 
redd,  so  far  as  I  could  see,  the  impregnation  had  been 
perfect,  but  in  every  case  a  large  quantity  of  shells  floated 
away  when  the  gravel  was  disturbed.  The  eyed  ova 
were  taken  back  to  the  hatchery  and  placed  on  grilles. 
One  thing  that  was  very  noticeable  about  these  eggs  was 
the  irregular  shape  ;  hardly  any  were  round,  and  some 
were  almost  V-shaped,  When  the  time  came  for  hatching 
a  great  many  eggs  burst  and  died,  and  altogether  the  loss 
amongst  them  was  considerable,  and  as  alevins  they  did 
not  do  well,  but  it  was  soon  noticed  that  most  of  them 
were  deformed,  and  nearly  all  in  the  same  way.  The  last 
third  of  the  spine  was  bent  up  at  right  angles  to  the  body, 
and  in  some  cases  the  body  was  bent  right  back  till  the  tail 
touched  the  head.  Needless  to  say  these  fish  died  oS, 
leaving  a  few  very  strong  alevins,  which  have  since  become 
splendid  fry,  and  are  now  2in,  long.  I  can  only 
account  for  the  very  large  percentage  of  deformed  fish 
by  supposing  that  the  eggs  had  been  pressed  between 
stones  in  the  stream  and  had  gradually  got  flattened  out 
to  the  various  irregular  shapes  they  were  when  I  found 
them,  and  in  this  way  the  growth  of  the  embryo  must 
have  been  deformed.  No  doubt  if  these  eggs  had  been 
left  to  hatch  naturally  the  number  of  strong,  well-made 
alevins  would  have  been  much  reduced  by  their  natural 
enemies. 

When  the  eggs  in  the  streams  hatch  the  alevins  are 
about  six  weeks  before  they  are  able  to  do  more  than  lie 
behind  or  under  a  stone,  and  until  the  sac  is  absorbed 
they  never  rise  from  the  bottom  unless  disturbed  by  a 
spate.  During  this  time  enormous  quantities  are  destroyed 
by  eels,  crayfish,  young  trout,  pike,  and  ducks.  When 
they  come  on  the  feed  they  begin  to  be  able  to  take  care 
of  themselves,  and  usually  find  some  out  of  the  way 
corner,  where  they  remain  for  weeks  watching  for  food 
passing  down  stream,  at  which  they  make  a  rush,  but 
always  return  to  precisely  the  same  spot,  and  only  move 
if  the  food  supply  gets  short.  In  May  commences  the 
gradual  journey  down  stream,  either  to  river  or  lake.  This 
journey  is  not  accomplished  in  a  day  even  if  the  distance 
be  only  a  few  hundred  yards,  but  often  takes  weeks,.flo 
cautious  has  the  little  fish  become.  The  trout  fry  usually 
arrive  at  the  lake  from  the  tributaries  during  June,  and 
at  this  time  the  perch  have  got  well  over  spawning  and 
have  got  a  furious  appetite,  and  well  do  they  know  where 
to  go  to  look  for  food.  Within  a  mile  of  my  bouse  is  a 
small  river  flowing  into  a  lake,  and  in  a  week's  time  from 
now  there  will  be  several  thousand  perch  of  all  sizes 
packed  in  the  estuary,  waiting  for  fry  and  minnow 
dropping  downstream.  So  intent  are  they  upon  their 
prey  that  one  may  stand  on  the  bank  and  watch  all  that  is 
going  on.  It  is  a  curious  sight,  masses  of  black-barred 
fish  with  their  red  fins  showing  plainly  as  they  move 
all  together  this  way  or  that ;  presently  there  is  a  flash  of 
silver,  then  another,  and  perhaps  some  twenty  fish  are 
darting  about  and  turning  on  their  sides  as  they  sna^  up 
the  luckless  fry  or  minnow  which  has  just  arrived 
at  the  lake !  I  do  not  think  it  possible  that  any 
fry  could  get  through  safely.  All  through  .luly 
and  August  these  fish  remain  there,  and  they  will 
seldom  take  a  worm,  but  readily  snap  up  a  minnow.  I 
think  they  do  far  more  harm  than  the  pike,  and  I  have 
them  netted  regularly,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  make  any 
impression  on  their  number.  They  are  given  away  to  the 
small  farmers  near,  and  large  quantities  are  chopped  up  to 
feed  my  fry. 

If  the  young  trout  once  get  into  the  lake  they  have 
room,  and  are  much  less  likely  to  fall  a  prey  to  other  fish, 
because  the  instinct  of  self-preservation  is  very  strong  in 
them,  and  they  keep  a  sharp  look  out  for  danger.  As  tbey 
grow  larger  the  pike  and  eels  become  their  greatest 
enemies,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  eels  are  worse 
than  the  pike,  for,  from  careful  observation,  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  pike  do  not  really  do  nearly  the 
amount  of  damage  they  are  supposed  to  do.  All  the 
pike  caught  here  in  the  nets  and  on  set  lines^  are 
opened,  and  the  content*  of  their  stomachs  examined, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  diet  of 
pike  varies  at  different  times  of  the  year.  From 
August  to  January  pike  of  all  sizes  eat  a  very 
great  quantity  of  young  perch,  and  for  weeks  1  have 
found  nothing  else  in  their  stomachs,  unless  it  has  been  an 
odd  crayfish,  which  they  seem  to  tnke  all  the  year  round. 
In  .lai.uary,  and  on  till  May,  pike  take  larger  fish  almost 
entirely,  such  as  trout,  rudd,  perch,  and  eels.  Since 
May  1  pike  have  not  been  taking  well  at  all,  ar  d  those 
caught  in  the  nets  have  been  full  of  Cdinwariis  piilrx  ; 
even  large  pike  are  feeding  on  shrimp  new.  Last  season, 
for  weeks  at  a  time,  they  seemed  to  be  off  the  feed,  and 
those  that  were  netted  had  nothing  in  their  Btomaohs, 


They  may,  and  often  do,  eat  their  own  weight  of  fish  in  a 
week,  but  this  is  followed  by  a  long  fast.  One  remarkable 
instance  of  a  pike's  abstemiousness  came  under  my  notice 
last  July.  I  had  a  small  pond  with  375  Gin.  rainbows  in, 
and  one  morning  the  pond  was  found  very  muddy  and  no 
fish  on  the  feed.  This  continued  for  a  week,  and  though  I 
could  see  mud  being  stirred  up  I  could  never  see  the 
fish,  so  getting  anxious  I  had  the  pond  run  off 
and  found  a  pike  of  about  IJlb.  had  got  in. 
Naturally,  I  supposed  some  of  my  rainbows  would  be 
missing,  but  when  the  last  one  was  got  out  they  were 
counted,  and  there  were  375,  and  jet  I  am  satistied  the 
pike  had  been  there  a  week,  and  the  muddiness  of  the 
water  was  the  result  of  the  rainbows  being  frightened 
and  trying  to  find  or  make  a  hiding  place  in  the  banks  and 
bottom  of  the  pond.  That  the  pike  was  off  the  feed  is 
the  obvious  conclusion  to  come  to,  for  nothing  could  have 
been  easier  than  to  have  caught  the  trout,  as  there  was  no 
cover  or  hiding  in  the  pond, 

I  believe  that  most  of  the  destruction  of  young  trout 
takes  place  in  the  streams,  and  that  if  they  could  be  cared 
for  and  allowed  to  get  down  to  the  lakes,  whera  they  have 
room,  the  trout  fishing  would  improve  vastly, — Yours 
faithfully,  Wilson  H,  Armistead. 

Co.  Cavan  Trout  Farm,  Shercock. 

THREE  MAY  FLIES  SEEN  ON  THE  PANG. 

Dear  Marston, — It  may  interest  you  to  hear  that  I 
saw  three  mature  May  Flies  on  the  Pang  last  Sunday  (the 
20th).  Taking  this  early  river  as  a  sample,  I  prognosticate 
that  the  rise  will  be  about  four  or  five  days  later  than 
usual,  but,  if  anything,  a  little  earlier  than  in  some  of  the 
late  years  we  have  had. — Yours,    Hedley  F.  Norris, 

May  23,  1900.   

THE  REAL  CAUSE  OF  DECLINE  IN  THE 
SEVERN  SALMON  FISHERY  IS  POLLUTION. 
Dear  Sir, — Under  the  above  heading  I  notice  a  letter 
in  jour  last  issue  signed  "  C.  R,  W.,"  in  which  the  wiiter 
states  that  the  chairman  called  the  attention  of  the  commis- 
sion (what  he  means  by  the  commission  I  do  not  under- 
stand ;  the  board,  I  presume,  he  refers  to)  to  the  fact  that 
nine  dead  salmon  were  picked  up  below  Gloucester.  The 
chairman  could  not  call  the  attention  of  the  board  to  a 
fact  he  knew  nothing  about.  I  called  the  attention  of  the 
board  to  a  report  of  dead  fish  being  seen  below  Gloucester 
three  months  before.  In  the  absence  of  the  chairman,  the 
vice-chairman  (who  was  then  in  the  chair),  the  clerk,  and 
a  Gloucester  alderman  stigmatised  the  report  as  undeserv- 
ing of  the  least  atom  of  belief.  At  the  last  board  I  read 
a  letter  from  the  Gloucester  water  bailiff  stating  he  had 
sent  in  a  report  to  the  clerk  last  August  advising  him  of 
the  fact  that  he  had  found  nine  dead  salmon  below 
Gloucester  that  month,  when  the  chairman  and  clerk 
stated  they  knew  nothing  of  it,  and  that  it  was  the  first 
time  for  them  to  hear  of  such  a  report.  How  a  water 
bailiff  could  send  in  such  a  report  to  the  clerk  without  the 
clerk  knowing  anything  of  it  is  a  mystery  which  the  board 
should  hear  more  of  on  a  future  occasion. 

From  the  letter  of  "  C.  R.  W,"  (it  is  a  pity  in  dealing 
with  such  an  important  business  as  this  that  "  C.  R.  W.' 
could  not  sign  his  name  and  address  in  full,  so  that  he 
may  be  called  upon  to  lend  a  helping  hand  in  threshing  out 
this  matter  thoroughly)  it  seems  that  the  number  of  dead  fish 
seen  by  the  water  bailiff  is  only  asmall  item  towards  the  num- 
ber seen  by  "  C .  W.  R . "  when  he  states  ninety  would  be  more 
like  the  number,  and  that  the  river  banks  are  strewn  with 
dead  salmon  and  eels  after  the  heavy  tides  which,  he 
states,  rake  up  the  fish  from  the  bottom  of  the  river.  If 
"  C.  R,  W.'s"  letter  is  worthy  of  belief,  what  is  our  water 
bailiff  about  that  he  has  not  found  more  dead  fish  and  seen 
them  floating  downstream  like  "  C.  R.  W."  ?  He  cannot 
be  attending  to  his  duties,  or  "C.  R,  W."  must  be 
wearing  some  extraordinary  magnifying  glasses — one  or 
other. 

The  fact  of  the  water  bailiff  having  sent  in  a  report  in 
July  of  finding  three  dead  fish,  and  another  report  of 
finding  nine  in  August,  is  sufficient  of  itself  to  cause  a 
searching  inquiry  to  be  made  by  the  proper  authorities  as 
to  the  cause  of  the  death  of  these  salmon.  It 
is  a  perfect  farce  to  go  on  paying  water  bailiffs  to  look 
after  the  whole  length  of  the  Severn  when  the  fish  are 
killed  wholesale  in  tidal  water. 

As  stated  before,  if  "  C.  R.  W.'s*'  information  is 
reliable  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  destruction  of  fish 
which  is  taking  place,  because  hundreds  of  tish  may  float 
down  in  the  night  and  daytime  without  being  seen  |by 
anyone.  No  wonder  that  we  fishermen  in  Montgomery- 
shire never  see  any  salmon,  neither  is  it  any  wonder  that 
we  can  throw  our  lines  on  the  water  now  throughout  the 
season  without  hooking  a  dozen  samlets,  whereas  some  yean 
ago  it  was  almost  impossible  to  cast  the  flies  upon  the  water 
without  getting  pestered  with  one  or  more  at  every  throw. 
Twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  samlets  may  have  been  seen  in 
my  mill  pond  on  their  way  to  the  sea  by  hundreds  and 
thousands  ;  all  we  have  seen  this  season,  although  watch- 
ing closely  for  them,  has  been  some  three  or  four  dozen. 
In  the  interest  of  the  river  as  a  whole,  in  the  interest  of 
the  people  that  should  obtain  from  the  Severn  an 
enormous  amount  of  food  in  the  shape  of  salmon,  I  trust 
this  business  will  be  kept  alive  until  the  river  is  ridded  of 
all  matter  poisonous  to  fish  life,  when  1  have  no  doubt 
salmon  will  become  more  plentiful,  but  not  before. — 
Yours  truly,  Geo.  Kemtston. 

Vyrnyw  House,  LlansaintlTraid,  Montgomeryshire. 


FISHING  IN  BRITTANY  OR  NORMANDY. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  readers  be  kind  enough  to 
inform  me  what  trout  fishing  can  be  obtained  in  either 
Britanny  or  Normandy  in  the  month  of  July  with  the  fly  ? 
Any  information  would  be  very  acceptable.  —  Yours 
faithfully,  Fly  Fi8iikr. 

Scvei-al  importard  letters  unavoidably  left  over. 


June  2,  1900] 
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Occasional  notes. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  Mixed  Rise  of  May  Flies. 

Telegrams  from  north,  south,  east,  and  west 
report  that  the  advanced  guard  of  the  May  Fly 
Army  has  been  seen,  and  scattered  parties  of 
them  have  been  "  taken  "  by  the  enemy,  but  these 
will  be  avenged  as  soon  as  the  Duke,  the  Marquis, 
the  Gflm,  the  G.O.M.,  and  other  old  and  tried 
general  favourites  get  to  work. 

Mr.  James  Ogden,  of  28,  Winchcombe-street, 
Cheltenham,  sends  me  a  supply  of  his  first-class 
Mays.  I  do  not  know  how  many  May  Fly  seasons 
ago  it  is  since  1  christened  one  of  his  patterns 
the  Gem,  but  I  know  that  it  is  the  most  deadly 
pattern  you  can  use  on  some  waters,  especially 
the  Darenth.  Mr.  Ogden  makes  his  flies  nice  and 
slender  in  the  body,  so  that  when  once  paraffined 
and  allowed  to  dry  before  use  they  require  very 
little  after  oiling. 

Another  of  Mr.  Ogden's  patterns,  with  which  I 
have  had  fine  sport  on  the  Itchen  and  Test,  is  the 
Marquis.   It  is  a  great  contrast  to  the  (Jem,  and, 


therefore,  good  to  use  as  a  change.  In  some 
rivers,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  Windrnsh,  the 
Hackled  Gem  is  most  deadly.  It  is  fished  sunk, 
or  almost  sunk,  and  probably  is  taken  for  the  fly 
rising  to  the  surface.  Among  other  capital 
patterns  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Ogden  are  the 
Empress,  the  Bishop  (hackled),  and  the  Victor,  a 
small  pattern. 

Some  of  the  very  best  Olives,  Spinners,  Sedges, 
Alders,  and  May  Flies  that  I  have  ever  seen  come 
to  me  from  Miss  Farley,  fly-dresser,  23,  Wycliffe- 
road,  Wimbledon.  Her  price  is  2s.  a  dozen  for 
double- wing  floating  small  flies,  and  Ss.  to  4s.  for 
Mays,  according  to  pattern.  Lots  of  anglers  still 
swear  by  old  John  Hammond's  Champion  May 
Fly,  and  Miss  Farley  makes  it  to  perfection.  Her 
Alders,  Sedges,  and,  in  fact,  all  her  work  is  first- 
class — the  wings  are  so  beautifully  shaped  and  so 
well  put  on.  I  believe  Miss  Farle j  was  for  many 
years  with  Mr.  Holland,  and  certainly  her  work 
does  him  and  her  infinite  credit,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  Miss  Farley  -will  find  it  result  in  cash  also. 

Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co.,  139,  St.  John-street- 
road,  London,  say :  "  On  receipt  of  Is.  4d.  in 
stamps  we  will  send  a  sample  half-dozen  May 
Flies  of  the  following  patterns :  The  Salisbury, 
the  Rosebery,  the  Nottidge,  the  Hertford,  the 
Black  Drake,  and  Spent  Gnat."  Now,  I  can 
strongly  recommend  any  May  Fly  angler  to  send 
for  these  patterns.  I  was  going  to  say  that  you 
could  not  expect  everything  in  May  Flies  at  2s.  6d. 
a  dozen,  but  really,  if  it  comes  to  a  question  of 
what  the  fish  think  of  them,  I  should  not  like  to 
back  the  most  expensive  in  the  market  as  a  killer 
against  some  of  Messrs.  Carter's.    For  instance, 

I  have  before  me  Mr.  's  copy  of  one  of  Mr. 

Halford's  Spent  Gnats  (an  invaluable  fly  when 
the  fish  are  taking  the  Spent  Gnat),  and  I  have 

also  Messrs.  CarS'r's.    Mr.           charges  5s.  a 

dozen,  and  Messrs.  Carter  2s.  6d.  a  dozen,  and  I 
would  feel  quite  as  confident  when  fishing  with 
one  as  with  the  other.  The  curse  of  cheap  May 
Flies  used  to  be  cheap  hooks,  but  I  have  severely 
tested  some  of  these  sent  me  by  Messrs.  Carter 
and  find  they  are  first-i-ate.  None  of  Messrs. 
Carter's  patterns  are  too  big.  The  wings  are  well 
put  on,  curving  well  over  on  each  side.  This  is 
one  of  the  secrets  of  the  great  success  of  Mrs. 
Ogden  Smith  (6,  Park-side,  Hyde  Park  Corner, 
W.)  celebrated  Red  and  Olive  G.O.M.'s,  without 
a  supply  of  which  I  never  feel  quite  comfort- 
able. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  Messrs.  Carter  sent  me 
a  hank  of  May  Fly  gut  (and  first-rate  gut  it  is), 
about  which  they  say :  "  This  gut  you  will  find 
very  regular  as  regards  strands,  the  percentage  of 
uneven  sizes  being  very  small.  The  grade 
"  Refina  Grecca "  is  the  finest  size  but  one,  un- 
drawn. Its  length  (lO^in.)  makes  it  useful  either 
for  points  or  for  making  casts.  Price  is  48.  per 
hank ;  breaking  strain,  over  41b."  Although 
rather  on  the  thick  side  (except  for  fish  over  31b. 
or  in  very  weedy  water),  it  is  wonderfully  long 
and  strong  gut  for  the  price. 


as  anybody,  but  it  is  only  by  sticking  to  it  that  a 
bag  can  be  made  this  year. 

There  is  a  little  sandy  bay  here  which  seems  to 
be  swarming  with  big  rudd,  roach  they  call  them 
here. 

We  caught  twenty  of  them  the  other  day, 
about  21b.  average.  First  we  got  one  or  two  on 
the  May  Fly,  and  then  stuck  bread  on  our  hooks 
and  dapped  with  that.  What  would  some  of  our 
club  anglers  in  town  think  of  a  tray  of  fish  like 
that  ?  I  hope  to  make  my  bag  up  to  100  trout, 
but  as  I  leave  here  on  Sunday  it  will  be  hard 
work.  One  year  you  must  join  me  here,  and  try 
the  dapping ;  it  is  really  fascinating  sport,  as  we 
fish  as  fine  as  a  hair,  and  a  "  buddoch  '  fbig  'un) 
gives  us  half  an  hour's  rare  fun. — Yours,  &c., 
  David  W.  Pine. 


How  They  Ran  Shoet  of  Bait. 
The  following  tail-end  of  some  fish  stories  in 
Forest  and  Stream,  is  what  our  Yankee  friends 
call  "  rare  "  :  "  But  just  at  that  moment  Mr. 
Holden  said  he  would  tell  a  true  story  about  his 
friend,  Orrie  Moffatt.  '  This  is  no  ancient  tale. 
This  happened  yesterday,'  said  Mr.  Holden  with 
withering  glance  in  turn  at  Prof.  Horst  and  Mr. 
Carver.  '  You  know,  Orrie,  Archie  Cameron, 
Mr.  Ott,  and  myself  went  out  to  Williamsburg 
night  before  last.  We  didn't  expect  to  return 
untU  to-day,  but  we  had  to  come  back  last  night. 
You  see,  it  was  this  way  :  We  didn't  all  want  to 
be  bothered  with  the  bait,  so  we  decided  that 
Mr.  Moffatt  being  an  astute  politician  usually 
kept  his  mouth  shut,  so  we  by  common  consent 
appointed  him  bait  canler.  It  all  went  very  well, 
and  Oirie  never  said  a  word,  just  as  we  had 
planned,  until  we  climbed  a  rail  fence.  In  getting 
over  he  struck  his  knee-cap  on  the  top  rail,  and 
in  the  moment  of  pain  that  followed  he  hollered 
'  ouch,'  drew  in  his  breath  suddenly,  and  swallowed 
the  bait.  We  had  to  come  home,  and  just  as  Mr. 
Ott  had  found  a  hole  where  he  had  taken  out 
nine  trout  before  the  worm  was  all  off  his  hook.' 
The  session  then  adjourned." 


The  "  Amateur  Angler "  would  not  wait  to 
hear  if  the  fly  was  "  on  and  taking,"  but  has 
rushed  off  to  Herefordshire  like  a  schoolboy  off 
for  the  holidays,  only  more  so.  I  have  set  him  up 
with  some  special  patterns,  and  hope  to  see  him 
and  the  Professor  at  work  in  a  day  or  two. 

A  friend,  who  has  been  seedy  for  some  time, 
rushed  in  just  now  to  say  he  had  found  a  proper 
doctor  at  last.  "  Well,  he  has  ordered  you  out  to 
the  Cape  I  suppose  ?"  I  said.  "  Has  he,  by 
George !  Why,  he  says  I  must  go  trout  fishing, 
and  I  am  off  to  Farlow's  for  some  May  Flies." 

Good  luck  to  him,  and  the  "  A.  A.,"  and  the 
Professor,  and  everybody  who  is  fortunate 
enough  to  get  away  May  Flying.  If  you  don't 
catch  a  fish  it  is  worth  it,  and  if  you  have  good 
sport  it  is  indescribable.         R.  B.  Marston. 


MAY  FLY  PROSPECTS. 


A  Note  prom  Ireland. 
Here's  an  interesting  letter  just  to  hand  from  a 
friend  who  is  May  Fly  fishing  in  Ireland. 

"  Dear  Marston, — I  know  you  are  always 
interested  to  hear  about  our  doings  in  Ireland. 
Well,  the  fishing  has  fairly  begun,  and  for  the 
last  three  or  four  days  there  has  been  an  enor- 
mous rise  of  May  Fly.  I  have  never  seen  such  a 
rise  during  the  eleven  years  I  have  been 
on  Lough  Derg.  The  trees  and  bushes  are 
simply  covered  with  fly,  and  the  margin  of 
the  lake  has  a  yard  breadth  of  dead  May 
Flies.  The  strange  thing  is  that  the  fish  are  not 
taking  them,  with  the  exception  of  an  odd  one  or 
two.  There  is  no  rise  of  trout  like  unto  what  we 
have  seen  in  other  years.  Sport  has  been  awfully 
poor,  the  worst  year  ever  known.  Still,  I  have 
persevered,  and  fished  hard,  and  during  fifteen 
days'  fishing  have  taken  sixty-two  trout,  weighing 
1541b.  The  biggest  fish  was  exactly  81b.,  and  was 
a  real  beauty,  a  gillaroo  (how  do  you  spell  it  ?). 
I  got  him  in  about  a  foot  of  water,  and  he  came 
at  the  fly  with  a  "  head  and  tail "  rise  that 
frightened  me.  Next  best  fish,  61b.,  then  4Jlb., 
and  five  fish  of  41b.  The  weather  has  been  fear- 
fully rough,  and  we  have  been  blown  off  the  lake 
for  six  or  seven  days.  I  think  I  have  done  as  well 


The  following  are  replies  from  correspondents 
who  kindly  answered  queries  we  sent  to  them  : 
CoLN,  East  Gloucestkkshire. 

The  May  Fly  has  been  up  on  the  lower  Coin  since 
Monday,  May  21,  and  I  fally  expect  it  will  be  well  on  at 
Fairford  by  about  May  30 ;  but  a  good  deal  will  depend 
on  the  weather,  for  we  have  had  two  or  three  quite  frosty 
nights.  The  Green  Drake  was  well  on  on  the  Dudgrove 
length  of  the  Bull  water  on  Wednesday,  May  23,  but  the 
trout  did  not  take  much  notice  of  them  on  that  day,  when 
self  and  three  friends  were  there.  There  is  throaghout 
the  course  of  the  Coin,  at  any  rate  on  sjme  of  the 
stretches,  a  nice  show  of  trout.  The  river  is  high  and  in 
splendid  condition  for  troutiug,  and,  given  fine  weather,  I 
think  we  are  bound  to  have  good  eport  both  on  hotel  and 
private  waters.  Some  of  the  private  waters  of  the  Coin 
are  simply  teeming  with  trout,  and  he  is  a  lucky  man  who 
can  get  a  day.  The  buzzer  May  Fly,  fished  dry,  seems 
almost  superseding  the  floating  Green  and  Grey  Drake  in 
my  district,  and  the  Fairford  tackleists  have  some  most 
lovely  patterns.  F.  Lockwood. 

May  26.  — — 

Eden,  Cablisle. 

We  have  no  May  Fly  fishing  here,  except  what 
Cumbrians  call  by  that  name,  and  which  is  Stone  Fly 
fishing.  For  this  prospects  are  not  good,  the  weather 
being  still  cold  at  nights,  and  the  water  too  full. 

May  25.    J.  B.  S. 

Lambourne. 

The  May  Fly  is  not  expected  up  for  another  ten  or 
fourteen  days,  as  the  cold  weather  will  keep  it  back. 
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There  are  plenty  of  good  trout  in  the  Lamboume,  and 
prospects  have  never  been  better.   We  have  had  a  nice 
rain,  which  will  do  the  river  a  lot  of  good. 
Jack  Hotel,  Newbury,  May  25.  W.  S.  Veitch. 


LrcG,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley,  Kingsland. 
Up  to  the  present  have  seen  no  indication  of  the  May 
Fly.  Almost  every  night  there  is  a  touch  of  frost.  All 
kinds  of  insects  are,  speaking  generally,  very  scarce,  and 
trout  have  not  been  rising  at  all  freely.  From  this  you 
will  judge  the  prospects  of  a  good  May  Fly  season  are  not  too 
rosy.  As  soon  aa  I  see  the  fly,  wUl  advise  you  as  usual. 
May  26.  K.  T.  Williams._ 

P.S. — Much  to  our  surprise  the  fly  came  on  quite 
strongly  yesterday  (May  30). 

Teme,  Ludlow. 

The  weather  being  so  cold  will  put  May  Fly  fishing  back. 
With  warm  weather  the  flies  will  be  soon  up,  and  fishing 
should  be  good,  but  few  trout  have  been  taken  as  yet,  the 
weather  having  been  against  good  spoit,  and  there  are 
plenty  of  fish  in  the  river.  S.  Ludlow. 

May  26.   

ToEKSHiEE  Rivers, 

The  Green  Drake  made  its  appearance  on  the  Costa  on 
Saturday  last.  So  far,  however,  very  few  have  been  seen 
on  Yorkshire  rivers.  The  cold  nights  are  greatly  retarding 
the  hatching,  but,  with  a  change  of  weather,  prospects 
will  be  good,  as  several  entomologists  report  an  abundance 
of  larvffi.  There  have  been  several  rises  of  Stone  Fly, 
but  the  fish  are  not  taking  them  yet.  Creeper  is  rather 
scarce  in  some  places,  and  rather  backward,  too. 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds,  J.  E,  Miller. 

May  25. 

Derwent  (Rowsley). 

I  can  say  very  little  about  the  May  Fly  fishing  aa  yet, 
I  have  heard  so  little  about  it.  We  have  no  one  here  for 
angling  just  now.  The  fly  is  expected  to  be  on  the  water 
about  June  5  or  6.  J.  Cooper. 

May  29.  ~~' 

Itchen,  Hampshire. 

There  has  not  been  any  May  Fly  to  speak  of  on  the 
Itchen  at  Worthy  the  last  two  years,  so  that  I  cannot  see 
any  prospect  of  there  being  many  this.  J.  Lock, 

Abbotsworthy,  May  29. 


Kennet  (Berks). 
The  May  Fly  has  been  showing  since  Saturday  last,  and 
is  now  getting  well  up  in  the  Aldermaston  reaches. — 
C.  S.  P.   

[The  May  Fly  is  up  on  the  Pang  and  Lea. — Ed.] 


THE  WEATHER  AND  THE  MAT  FLY. 

At  the  moment  of  writing  (June  1,  10  a.m.)  it  looks  aa 
if  we  might  have  some  rough  weather  these  Whitsuntide 
holidays.  In  that  case  I  would  suggest  to  those  who  are 
going  in  for  May  Fly  fishing  for  the  first  time  to  use  a 
short  gut  collar  2yd8.  or  less,  and  in  rough  weather  stouter 
gut  can  be  used.    R.  B.  M. 


A  DEE  RECORD. 


I  ONCE  had  rather  an  exciting  fishing  adven- 
ture that  suggests  a  preface  dealing  with  an 
aspect  of  sport  I  do  not  remember  ever  having 
seen  treated  by  itself.  1  refer  to  what,  for  want 
of  a  better  name,  I  shall  call  restraint  in  sport. 
This  restraint  seems  to  me  to  be  a  quality  of  the 
mind — an  instinct.  It  betrays  itself  in  countless 
ways  in  him  who  possesses  it — or  rather,  is 
possessed  by  it.  Its  presence  indicates  the  true 
sportsman ;  its  absence,  the  pot-hunter. 

I  am  not  comparing  the  sportsman  with  the 
poacher — the  legal  with  the  illegal.  What  I 
speak  of  is  a  far  more  delicate  and  refined  defini- 
tion than  any  code  of  law  can  lay  down.  The 
very  fact  that  every  distinguishing  feature  of  this 
instinct  can  be  violated  within  the  four  comers  of 
the  law  is  sufficient  proof  of  this.  But  I  find  it 
always  easier  to  illustrate  than  to  demonstrate. 

For  example :  It  is  conspicuous  by  its  absence 
in  the  ehooier  who  (1)  slaughters  harmless  gulls 
merely  for  practice;  (2)  who  brings  down  the 
bewildered  owl  as  it  is  driven  out  of  the  planta- 
tion by  the  beaters;  (3)  who  drops  the  wild  fowl 
time  and  again  in  the  water  far  beyond  reach 
without  the  means  or  hope  of  retrieving  them  ; 
(4)  who  cannot  resist  shooting  at  a  hopeless 
range  or  with  a  charge  inadequate  to  the  game 
fired  at ;  (5)  who,  out  of  pure  greed,  blazes  into 
the  brown,  regardless  of  consequences ;  or  (ti)  who 
is  unable  to  stay  his  hand  at  the  sight  of  a  rare 
visitor  of  almost  extinct  variety. 

One  might  go  on  almost  indefinitely  multiply- 
ing instances. 

It  is  to  such  desecrations  ;\h  these  we  owe  the 
false  and  foreign  definition  of  British  sport : 
"  Wh.it  a  fine  morning!  Let's  go  out  and  kill 
something." 

in  angling  there  is  not,  of  course,  such  a  wide 


field  for  the  exercise  of  this  instinct  of  restraint. 
Tet  it  has  a  distinct  place  there. 

It  is  absent  in  the  angler  (1)  Who  kills  fish 
possible  of  classification  as  clean  by  law,  yet 
otherwise  in  miserable  condition  and  unfit  for 
food.  (Note. — The  dog  or  cat  at  home  is  often 
made  responsible  for  this  breach  of  divine  law.) 
(2)  Who  takes  undersized  fish  (there  being  no 
restriction,  of  course)  that  he  may  count  his  catch 
by  dozens.  (3)  Who,  for  want  of  better  sport, 
goes  in  for  fishing  for  kelts.  And  worse,  who 
uses  his  gafE  on  them.  Or,  in  a  less  degree,  (4) 
He  who  fishes  for  heavy  fish  with  trout  tackle 
simply  for  the  pleasure  of  hooking,  without  the 
hope  of  landing  them.  Or,  (5)  Even  fishing  for 
heavy  fish  from  a  position,  or  in  such  a  situation, 
that  their  capture  is  practically  impossible. 

I  am  afraid  I  must  plead  guilty  to  my  own 
impeachment  with  regard  to  the  last  (but  is  it  not 
a  little  one  ?),  as  the  following  will  show. 

My  little  adventure  happened  one  October  some 
thirty  years  ago,  when  I  was  younger  and 
"  swacker  "  than  I  am  now.  The  locality  is  on  the 
Aberdeenshire  Dee,  at  Cults,  where  the  river  is 
spanned  by  a  foot  suspension  bridge  of  the  usual 
type,  known  as  Morrison's  Bridge,  or,  more  locally, 
"  the  shakin'  briggie."  This  bridge  was  the  gift 
of  the  lat«  Doctor  Morrison  of  Disblair  and 
Kinmundy,  who,  by  the  way,  discovered  the 
virtues  of  the  now  famous  Strathpeffer  mineral 
springs.  His  life-size  portrait  hangs  on  the  wall 
of  the  principal  pump  room  at  StrathpefBer. 

Below  the  bridge  is  the  Inchgarth  pool,  one  of 
the  shiftiest  on  the  river.    Some  years  a  deep 


this  manner,  and  when,  I  repeat,  I  had  not  the 
faintest  idea  where  my  fly  was,  I  saw  a  heavy  fish 
plunge  far  down  the  stream.  A  second  or  two 
afterwards  I  became  sensible  that  I  was  fast. 
Then  slowly  followed  the  strain,  and  then  the 
birring  reel. 

It  was  the  moment  for  instant  resolve  and 
action.  I  decided  to  make  for  the  south  side, 
where  the  stream  ran  easier.  Before  I  could  get 
ofE  the  bridge,  however,  I  had  to  pass  over  so 
many  perpendicular  iron  rods,  supporting  the 
bridge,  then  the  pillar,  then  more  perpendiculars, 
and  lastly  to  leap  from  the  bridge  to  the  ground, 
some  12tt.  below.  The  first  thing  I  did  was  to 
slack  line  and  let  the  fish  do  what  he  liked  and 
go  where  he  wished.  The  next  was  to  pass  my 
rod  from  hand  to  hand  outside  the  uprights. 

This  was  all  simple  enough.  But  now  came 
the  pillar  itself.  How  to  get  round  it  was  the 
problem.  There  was  one  way  only,  and  that  an 
ugly  one.  I  did  not  hesitate  for  a  moment.  I 
jumped  over  the  parapet  to  the  outside  of  the 
bridge,  and,  taking  advantage  of  a  small  ledge 
running  round  the  pillar,  as  best  I  could  with  my 
disengaged  arm,  I  swung  myself  round  it,  caught 
hold  of  the  parapet  on  the  other  side,  and  then 
scrambled  in  over  on  to  the  bridge  again.  Having 
safely  accomplished  this  somewhat  perilous  feat, 
the  rest  was  plain  sailing.  The  few  remaining 
uprights  were  easily  passed,  and  nothing  remained 
between  me  and  the  bank  but  the  leap  from  the 
bridge,  and  that  did  not  require  much  considera- 
tion.* 

But  what  had  my  fish  been  doing  all  this  time  ? 


Bridge  at  Cults  on  Aberdeenshire  Dee. 


stream  is  found  close  up  to  the  bridge ;  in  others, 
shallow  water,  or  even  bare  shingle.  At  the  date 
I  speak  of  I  don't  think  I  was  the  possessor  of 
wading  boots,  certainly  not  of  wading  trousers. 
The  fish,  I  remember,  were  lying  in  mid-stream 
a  considerable  way  below  the  bridge,  and 
provokingly  out  of  reach. 

It  was  then  that  the  brilliant  idea  occurred  to 
me  to  fish  them  from  the  bridge,  and  take  the 
consequences.  I  was  alone.  There  was  no  one 
nearer  than  a  brother  angler  fishing  from  the 
opposite  side  some  way  down  the  river. 

I  got  on  to  the  bridge.  My  fly  was  the  good 
old  Tartan,  of  the  then  almost  unvarying  size, 
2in.  or  2;Un.  My  silk  line  was  backed  by  a  great 
length  of  fine  whipcord,  more  to  fill  up  my  big 
reel  than  for  any  contemplated  use. 

The  height  of  the  bridge  is  some  30ft.  above 
the  level  of  the  water.  1  began  by  letting  out 
<)Oyds.  or  SOyds.  of  line.  Then,  sentry-like,  I 
walked  slowly  backwards  and  forwards  from  end 
to  end  of  the  bridge  so  far  as  it  was  open.  My 
fly,  of  course,  commanded  the  whole  breadth  of 
the  stream,  but  <|uite  beyond  my  sight  or  control 
— "  on  its  own  hook,"  as  one  might  say,  without 
being  suspected  of  attempting  a  joke. 

I  well  knew  the  risk  I  was  running.  It  had 
hitherto  been  considered  impossible  to  land  a 
fish  from  that  bridge  single-handed.  It  had 
never  been  done  before  then,  nor,  I  may  add, 
since;  although,  I  believe,  the  feat  has  been 
acoomplished  by  a  combination  of  anglers. 

Well,  after  lOOyds.  or  so  had  been  paid  out  in 


Well,  that  remained  to  be  seen.  My  reel  was 
empty.  I  had  just  enough  line  for  my  puq^ose 
— not  another  yard.  Neai-ly  200  yards  lay 
between  me  and  the  fish  —  if  it  were  still 
there.  You  know  how  long  it  takes  to  fill  up  a 
big  reel  from  the  bottom  with  fine  whip- 
cord ?  That  was  the  measure  of  my  suspense. 
Of  course,  the  line  was  lying  almost  its  whole 
length  high  and  dry  on  the  shingle,  and  was 
easily  recovered.  Foot  by  foot,  and  yard  by 
yard,  I  wound  up  to  the  edge  of  the  water,  with- 
out tightening  the  line  for  a  moment.  Then  I 
slowly  raised  my  rod  and  put  on  strain.  Yes,  by 
George!  he  was  there.  He  had  never  moved 
from  where  I  had  hooked  him,  or,  if  so,  had 
returned  to  the  place.  I  must  say  it  was  a 
moment  of  intense  satisfaction  to  me. 

Then  followed  a  fairly  good  run  I  suppose,  for 
I  remember  nothing  in  particular  about  it.  But 
I  do  remember  that  my  brother  angler,  Mr. 
Craigen,  who  had  seen  me  from  the  distance,  and 
had  kindly  come  to  help  me  off  the  bridge,  came 
in  just  at  the  death.  He  tried  to  gaft"  the  fish 
several  times,  but  the  point  was  blunt,  and 
refused  to  go  in,  so  he  threw  it  away,  and,  wading 
in,  very  cleverly  collared  the  fish  by  the  tail,  and 
brought  him  triumphantly  ashore. 

The  fish  was  a  beauty,  fresh  run,  and  weighed 
,^01b.  Andrew  Murray. 

*  The  photograph  of  the  bridge  (taken  by  my  good 
friend  Mr.  James  Scott,  one  of  our  best  salmon  anglers  in 
these  parts)  will  help  in  every  sense  to  illustrate  my 
tale. 


June  2,  1900] 
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MR.  CHENEY  AND  THE  SALMON. 


I  HAVE  another  letter  from  my  friend  Mr. 
George  E.  Hai-t,  of  Waterbiiry,  Conn.,  in  which 
he  says  :  "I  certainly  do  not  see  how  you  are 
helping  me  out  in  this  fishing  fever  business,  for 
in  last  week's  Fm-est  and  Stream  you  write  of  a 
401b.  salmon  in  a  way  to  make  me  sad.  I  have 
never  seen  a  salmon  taken  with  a  fly  or  any  other 
way,  but  I  can  imagine  how  a  401b.  salmon  would 
look  to  me,  and  so  I  picture  it  on  the  envelope  of 
this  letter  by  the  side  of  a  contented  fisherman, 
who  is  entitled  to  a  smoke  after  landing  that 
fellow. 

"  I  enjoyed  your  remarks  about  ice  fishing,  for 
I  have  already  this  winter  spent  many  days  on 
the  ice,  fishing,  and  had  great  sport,  though  it  is 
not  trout  fishing,  but  it  helps  a  man  through  the 
winter,  and  you  will  find  that  it  gives  you  just  as 
much  sport  as  it  ever  did  when  there  is  no  other 
fishing  to  be  had.  I  hope  you  may  get  the  big 
salmon  in  June." 

The  401b.  salmon  that  Mr.  Hart  refers  to  is  one 
that  I  mentioned  in  a  recent  note  as  having  been 
killed  by  Mr.  Jordan  L.  Mott. 

The  envelope  which  Mr.  Hart  writes  of  as 
inclosing  his  letter  has  delighted  my  heart,  and 
pleased  a  number  of  my  friends  who  have  seen  it. 
It  is  of  water-colour  paper  5hm.  by  8Mn.,  and  the 


of  a  parable.  Scales  or  balances  of  the  kind  that 
J ustice,  generally  blind,  but  at  times  with  one  eye 
open,  holds  aloft,  are  finely  drawn  and  coloured. 
From  one  beam  is  suspended  a  dish  containing  a 
small  trout,  and  the  more  I  examine  it  the  smaller 
it  looks  to  me ;  and  in  the  other  dish  suspended 
from  the  other  beam  is  pictured  a  weight  marked 
"  40  pounds,"  and  the  fish  outweighs  the  weight. 
This,  I  assume,  is  to  be  translated  that  to  one  who 
has  had  the  pleasure  of  landing  a  trout,  however 
small,  the  rubies  and  gold  freckles  on  the  trout's 
sides  give  greater  joy  than  if  he  had  found  200  dols. 
in  money  ;  but  the  artist  has  fallen  into  an  error  in 
expressing  pounds  sterling ;  it  should  be  £,  and 
not  lb.      A.  N.  Cheney  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


SALMON  ANGLERS'  MEMORANDA. 
{Continued  from  page  380.) 

A  bright  fly  for  a  bright  day,  or  a  dark  fly  for 
a  dark  day,  or  the  reverse  F  To  such  a  question 
one  might  imagine  there  could  be  only  one 
possible  answer,  and  that  anglers  to  a  man  would 
declare  either  for  the  one  or  the  other.  Such, 
however,  is  not  the  case.  The  evidence,  indeed, 
is  overwhelming  for  the  bright  fly  for  the  bright 
day,  and  the  dark  for  the  dark.  But  there  are 
two  notable  exceptions,  where  one  angler  declares 


good  fishing  conditions  ?  Here  the  majority  of 
the  answers  are  in  the  negative.  Only  one  asserts 
that  he  has  landed  salmon  while  the  thunder  was 
pealing,  the  fly  used  being  black-bodied,  and  of 
ordinary  size.  One  or  two  others  confess  to 
having  caught  a  few  fish  with  the  Dunkeld  and 
Thunder  and  Lightning.  Another  expert  who  has 
been  successful  just  after — never  immediately 
before,  or  during — thunder,  generally  used  a  quiet- 
toned  fly.  Two  others  give  similar  testimony ; 
and  without  exception,  experience  seems  to  be  in 
favour  of  a  dark -winged  fly  with  claret,  deep 
brown,  or  dark  gold  l)ody,  smaller  than  for 
ordinary  occasions,  except  for  flooded  water,  when 
it  should  be  larger  than  usual. 

The  subject  of  flies  is  well  nigh  inexhaustible, 
just  because  the  conditions  of  light,  water,  and 
temperature  are  so  various.  Here  are  two  sets  of 
conditions :  (1)  Clear  water  on  a  sunny  day ; 
(2)  clear  water  on  a  dull  day.  Wliat  two  flies  are 
the  best  in  these  two  combinations  ?  This  question 
is  the  subject  of  endless  discussion.  Of  course, 
it  is  again  a  question  of  bright  and  dark  flies. 
Experience  goes  to  show  that  a  bright  fly  of  the 
Silver  Doctor  type  is  best  for  the  first,  and  a  dark 
fly  of  the  Black  Doctor  or  Blaok  Wasp  order  for 
the  second.  But  curiously  enough,  one  or  two 
well-known  anglers  reverse  this  finding,  while 
some  refuse  to  commit  themselves  unless  the 
state  and  the  temperature  of  the  water  are  given. 


Ml!.   CHKXEY   AND   THE  SALMON. 


entire  front  is  covered  with  a  water-colour  paint- 
ing. In  the  middle  foreground  is  a  huge  salmon, 
apparently  just  landed  out  of  the  river  flowing 
past  in  the  middle  distance,  for  a  salmon  rod,  reel, 
and  fly  are  resting  against  something  near  the 
fisher's  head.  On  a  rock  near  the  edge  of  the 
stream  my  name  and  address  is  painted,  which 
brought  me  the  letter  through  the  mail.  In  the 
"  contented  fisherman  "  I  recognise  an  excellent 
picture  of  myself  in  the  act  of  lighting  a  cigar. 
What  Mr.  Hart  did  not  know  when  he  painted  this 
picture  and  reproduced  my  photograph  in  colours 
is  that  when  the  picture  was  taken  there  was  a 
salmon  on  the  ground  at  my  feet,  although  it  did 
not  show  in  the  picture,  and  was  not  as  large  as 
the  salmon  in  the  painting ;  furthermore,  I  did 
not  kill  the  salmon.  Mr.  Archibald  Mitchell,  of 
Norwich,  Conn.,  Mr.  J.  W.  Burdick,  General 
Passenger  Agent  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson 
Railroad,  and  I  had  gone  ashore  at  a  spring  on 
the  bank  of  the  Ristigouche  for  luncheon.  Just 
before  we  landed  from  the  canoes  Mr.  Burdick  had 
killed  a  salmon,  and  after  lunch  I  took  his  camera 
and  photographed  him  holding  the  fish.  Un- 
known to  me,  he  photographed  me  directly  after- 
ward in  my  great  and  continuous  act  of  lighting 
a  cigar. 

On  the  back  of  Mr.  Hart's  envelope  there  is 
another  painting,  which  I  take  to  be  in  the  nature 


he  finds  it  answers  well  when  (other  conditions 
being  favourable)  he  uses  a  dark  fly  for  a  bright 
day,  and  the  reverse  for  a  dark  day.  The  other 
generally  uses  a  rather  sombre  fly,  such  as  the 
Butcher,  or  Lady  Caroline,  or  Glen-tanar  on  a 
bright  day.  There  can  be  no  mistake,  however, 
about  the  weight  of  opinion.  All  the  others 
declare  for  a  bright  fly  for  a  bright  day  ;  and  in 
a  general  way  it  may  be  safely  laid  down  that  in 
summer,  at  any  rate,  a  bright,  or  brightish,  fly 
should  be  used  on  a  bright  day,  and  a  dark, 
darkish,  or  sombre  fly  on  a  dark  day. 

The  effect  of  thundery  weather  on  salmon 
fishing  is  a  question  which  presents  difficulties. 
For  one  thing  it  is  open  to  doubt  whether  an 
angler  caught  in  a  thunderstorm  would  pursue 
the  pastime  with  his  accustomed  zest,  if  at  all. 
For  another  thing,  it  is  equally  uncertain  whether 
most  would  not  delay  operations  until  the  storm 
had  passed.  The  spectacle  of  an  angler  plying 
his  rod  amidst  the  thunder  wrack  is  not  easy  to 
contemplate,  although  fishing  in  a  sultry  atmos- 
phere and  with  leaden  clouds  before  the  storm 
bursts  is  another  matter.  In  any  case,  this  must 
be  taken  into  account  in  answering  the  questions  : 
Have  you  often  caught  salmon  in  thundery 
weather  ?  If  so,  were  the  flies  darker  or  brighter, 
larger  or  smaller,  than  those  one  would  have  used 
for  the  same  height  of  water  under  apparently 


Among  the  favourites  for  the  first  set  of  condi- 
tions, however,  are  Silver  Doctor,  Wilkinson,  Blue 
Doctor,  and  Green  Peacock  ;  while  for  the  second. 
Black  Dose,  Black  Doctor,  Black  Wasp,  and  Sir 
Richard  are  good  representative  patterns.  Two 
other  combinations  are :  (1)  Peaty  water  on  a 
clear  day ;  (2)  peaty  water  on  a  dull  day.  These 
are  the  converse  of  the  last,  and  the  beginner  will 
be  apt  to  jump  to  the  conclusion  that  he  has  but 
to  reverse  the  answer  to  the  last  question 
to  solve  the  problem  :  What  are  the  two  or  three 
best  flies  for  such  conditions  ?  Experience  will 
soon  undeceive  him.  One  authority  is  all  for  a 
silver-bodied  fly  for  the  first,  and  a  claret-bodied 
fly  for  the  second.  Another  believes  in  a  red  and 
yellow  combination  for  the  clear  day  and  peaty 
water,  and  a  gold-bodied  fly  for  the  dull  day  and 
peaty  water  ;  while  another  votes  precisely 
the  opposite.  Still  another  declai'es  for  a 
dark  fly  for  the  first,  and  a  bright  fly  for 
the  second.  Some  would  use  silver-bodied  and 
gold-bodied  flies,  others  showy  flies  under  both 
sets  of  conditions.  The  variety  of  opinion  is  so 
bewildering  that  only  four  vote  for  the  same  flies 
in  the  first  case,  viz..  Dusty  Miller,  Silver  Doctor, 
and  Blue  Doctor,  and  that  as  an  alternative  to 
other  patterns,  such  as  Silver  Grey.  ChQders,  and 
Dunkeld.  For  the  second  set  of  conditions  only 
Jock  Scott,  Black  Doctor,  and  Butcher  are  given 
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thrice,  the  other  faTOurites  being  Dunkeld, 
Thunder  and  Lightning,  and  Poynder.  In  such 
a  divergence  of  opinion  experience  only  can 
decide  according  to  the  river  and  its  characteristics 
what  is  best.  Another  condition  that  enters  into 
the  choice  of  flies  is  mist.  Should  the  fly  be 
brighter  or  darker,  smaller  or  larger  than 
ordinaiily  ?  Some  anglers  are  incKned  to  consider 
it  altogether  hopeless  to  attempt  salmon  fishing 
in  mist.  Some  say  so  emphatically.  Others 
indicate  their  despair  with  the  humorous  assertion 
that  they  have  tried  every  variety  of  fly,  and  have 
often  been  inclined  to  throw  tlie  book  at  the 
"  obstinate  beggars ! "  Of  those  who  claim  to 
have  been  successful,  some  advocate  a  dark  fly, 
rather  large,  and  others  a  dark  fly,  rather  small, 
and,  if  there  is  no  wind,  considerably  smaller  than 
ordinary.  Others  have  been  successful  with  a 
medium-sized  fly,  with  silver  body.  One  recom- 
mends a  lai-ge  fly,  with  yellow  and  black,  or  yellow 
and  claret  body,  in  a  close  fog,  and  also  natural 
minnow,  which  have  proved  very  effective  in  dull 
weather.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  misty 
weather  is  the  opposite  of  an  ideal  angling  day ; 
and  this  will  soon  be  found  out  by  experience. 
In  one  or  two  cases,  indeed,  minnow  is  preferred 
in  misty  or  thundery  weather ;  but  the  majority 
of  anglers  refuse  to  give  up  the  fly  for  the  bait. 
Nearly  all  first-class  hands  pin  their  faith  to 
a  dark  fly  much  smaller  in  a  close  mist — not  a 
liver  fog  or  rainy  mist.  Everybody  is  famUiar 
with  the  line  :  "  The  distant  hills  look  near  " — in 
fog.  The  hypothesis  is  that  just  as  objects  in 
mist  loom  large  in  the  human  eye,  so  they  may 
appear  the  same  to  the  efye  of  the  fish. 

The  choice  of  a  fly  for  late  evening  fishing  is 
also  debatable  ground.  Some  consider  that 
towards  dark  it  is  size  and  not  colour  that  must 
be  considered.  On  some  famous  salmon  rivers  a 
White  Wing,  with  black"  and  red  body,  and 
broad  silver  tinsel,  is  the  favourite,  whether  for 
clear  or  peaty  water,  but  some  do  not  believe  in 
it,  and  use  a  big  fly  of  any  pattern.  Others 
believe  entirely  in  gaudy  Eagles.  Much,  how- 
ever, depends  on  the  sky.  The  opinion  of  the 
great  majority  is  that  if  the  sky  is  clear  above  a 
dark  fly  is  best,  but  if  cloudy  a  showy  fly — "  any- 
thing bright  wi'  bad  light."  But,  also,  at  night 
the  water  must  be  clear  for  a  dark  fly.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  universal  verdict  is  for  a  large 
and  showy  fly  if  the  water  is  discoloured,  and  the 
stormier  the  weather  is  the  larger  the  fly  should 
be. 

Amongst  the  many  conditions  influencing  the 
angler  in  the  choice  of  a  fly  is  cold  stormy  weather 
at  other  seasons  than  summer,  with  the  water 
temperature  very  low.  The  water  may  be  at  any 
height.  The  size  of  the  fly  is  not  in  question. 
What  should  the  description  be — bright,  dark, 
sombre,  or  showy  ?  According  to  one  angler,  it 
should  be  bright.  Another  has  found  the 
Wilkinson  and  Gordon  to  be  most  successful, 
although  he  would  be  prepared  to  try  any  fly 
until  he  had  found  one  that  answei'ed.  A  third 
prefers  a  fly  with  sombre  appearance.  Obviously 
some  of  the  other  conditions  already  discussed 
must  enter  into  the  calculation ;  for  the  water, 
clouds,  and  light  may  be  high  and  low  and 
bright,  or  low  and  high,  and  dull  on  cold  stormy 
days,  as  well,  as  on  mild  calm  days.  But  the 
trend  is — and  it  may  safely  be  accepted  as  a 
sound  opinion — that  warm-looking  flies  are  good 
under  all  conditions  in  very  low  temperature  in 
spring  and  autumn.  Blends  of  warm  colours  and 
strong  contrasts  in  wing  and  body  give  the  most 
eftective  showy  pattenis  when  the  weather  is 
boisterous,  and  the  temperature  at  the  same  time 
very  low.  When  show  is  sacrificed,  size  must  be 
increased.  If  the  combination  of  colours  is  not 
warm  the  contrast  must  be  striking,  or  the  size 
of  the  fly  considerably  greater  for  all  water 
conditions  except  clear  or  almost  clear  water. 
Red,  claret,  brown,  orange,  yellow,  and  the 
several  intermediate  colours  furnish,  in  combina- 
tion with  plenty  of  silver  and  silver  tinsel,  excel- 
lent body  and  hackle  colours  when  a  very  low 
terrifxirature  prevails;  but,  of  course,  according  to 
the  geological  formation  of  the  river's  \>ed  and 
banks,  the  shades  are  varied  to  suit.  This  has 
been  proved  b^  severe  and  continuous  tests. 

What  day  is  generally  the  most  favourable  in 
the  Ijest  of  the  season  on  northern  rivers — the 
first,  second,  or  third  day  of  a  falling  water  i' 
This  implies,  of  course,  the  chance  of  fish  being 
in  the  pools  in  greatest  numbers  for  the  time  of 


the  year,  and  their  readiness  to  take.  It  elicits  a 
variety  of  answers.  As  one  expert  remarks,  much 
depends  on  the  height  of  the  spate.  If  it  has 
been  very  great,  then  the  second  or  third  day ;  if 
moderate,  then  the  first  or  second.  In  addition 
the  run  of  the  fish  has  to  be  considered — whether 
when  leaving  the  sea  they  catch  the  first  or  last 
of  the  spate  in  large  numbers.  In  some  cases  a 
rising  water  is  better  than  a  falling,  especially  so 
in  autumn,  when  fish  are  moving  slowly,  or  keep- 
ing to  their  pools  until  evening.  The  conditions 
of  falling  water  being  open  to  bo  great  variety,  it 
is  not  surprising  to  find  few  anglers  bold  enough 
to  commit  themselves  unreservedly  to  any  one 
day.  The  votes  are  pretty  evenly  divided.  One 
"  plumps  "  for  the  first  day,  one  for  the  second,  and 
one  for  the  third.  The  others  offer  a  choice 
between  first  and  second,  second  and  third,  a  first 
and  third  according  to  the  state  of  the  river 
There  is,  however,  a  distinct  majority  for  second 
and  third  according  to  the  height  of  the  flood  and 
the  part  of  the  river  ;  and  it  will  be  found  by 
experience  that  the  best  day,  at  any  rate  for  fresh 
run  fish,  is  the  third  after  a  particularly  heavy 
spate,  and  the  second  after  a  moderate  flood, 
dating  from  the  turning  point  or  beginning  of 
the  subsidence,  and  that  on  most  stretches  of  the 
rivers,  except  those  at  a  great  distance  from  the 
sea. 

In  the  foregoing  paper  the  writer  hat  sought  to 
present  in  as  clear  a  form  as  possible  some  of  the 
factors  that  are  bound  to  enter  into  the  sport  of 
angling.  Mainly  it  is  a  sermon  on  weather  and 
water  conditions  in  relation  to  the  choice  of  flies 
It  is  also  a  plea  for  the  sport  as  a  mental 
and  physical  tonic  combined.  It  does  not  pretend 
to  be  exhaustive  or  final;  it  simply  sifts 
the  evidence  of  a  great  many  experts.  It  has  also 
shown  how  sharply  divided  are  some  of  the 
theories  entertained  about  salmon  and  salmon 
angling,  and  how  important  it  is  for  the  angler  to 
be  a  keen  observer,  and  how  helpful  observations 
faithfully  recorded  become  for  the  elucidation  of 
many  interesting  problems.  This  heightens  the 
charm  of  the  sport.  So  does  an  appreciation  of 
the  incidental  delights  of  mountain,  moor,  and 
stream.  And  then  the  i-omance  of  it  all.  There 
is  the  long  walk  or  drive  in  the  early  morning. 
The  keen  mountain  air,  scent-laden  with  the  pine 
woods,  exhilarates.  The  furze  is  a  blaze  of  gold ; 
the  buttons  are  on  the  greening  trees.  The  moors 
and  hills  are  suffused  with  a  golden  radiance, 
shot  with  rose  and  lilac,  and  the  slate  blue  of  the 
dimmer  distance.  The  curlew's  call  comes  from 
the  fallow;  the  pee-weet  cries  in  its  whirling 
flight ;  the  mavis  floods  the  bosky  dells  with  its 
full-throated  threnody  ;  the  cushat  coos  fondly 
in  the  thicket,  and  the  startled  pheasant  flias 
chickering  through  the  underwood.  Over  tilth 
and  lea  the  lark  is  singing  and  soaring — soaring 
and  singing ;  and  to  all  this  blended  melody  the 
river  sobs  and  tinkles,  and  greets  and  wimples  in 
accompaniment.  By  Geo.  Strichen. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  H.  W.  WARNER. 


We  regret  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  H.  W. 
Warner,  of  the  firm  of  J.  Wanier  and  Sons,  who 
died  at  his  residence,  "  Maycroft,"  Redditch, 
May  23, 1900.  


ODE  TO  THE  DOVE.* 


SWEBTE8T  of  vales,  0 !  Dovo, 

Thou  art  to  me  ; 
Long  years  I've  treasured 

Thy  fond  memory ; 
And  now  once  more  to  tread 

Thy  peaceful  glades  is  ecstacy. 

To  trace  the  footsteps  of  my  youth 

With  one  I  love ; 
And  raise  the  silent  song  of  praise 

To  Him  above, 
Who  once  more  brought  me 

To  thy  banks,  fair  Dove. 

Farewell,  thou  silvery  stream, 
I  may  not  see  thee  more, 

But  while  on  earth  I  live 

I'll  sing  thy  praises  o'er. 

W.  FiTz-NoRMAN  Ellis. 


*  Written  in  the  vinitOM*  boek  at  the  laiaak  Walton 
Hotel,  Dove  Dale. 


SUNNY  DAYS  IN  SOUTHERN 
NORWAY. 


By  Chas.  a.  Patton. 

From  the  heavy  sweltering  heat  of  London  in 
July  the  good  steamer  Orlando  soon  brought  us 
to  welcome  relief  and  blithesome  change  in  the 
pure  air  and  cool  breezes  of  the  North  Sea,  which 
we  found  in  one  of  its  best  tempers — placid  and 
smiling  as  a  fairy  lake — fuU  of  bright  compensa- 
tion for  the  duU  and  damp  experience  of  six 
hours'  anchoring  near  the  mouth  of  the  Thames 
in  a  fog,  which,  lifting  at  last  with  curious 
dissolving  view  effects,  showed  us  sundry  other 
craft  in  such  contiguity  as  fully  justified  the 
prudence  of  our  captain. 

Thence  onward  all  went  merrily  with  the  gay 
crowd  of  tourists  and  anglers  northward  bound, 
many  re-visiting  scenes  of  former  delights  and 
exploits,  but  at  least  one  grey-bearded  novice  on 
board,  fulfilling  dreams  of  youth  and  manhood 
with  a  fervour  of  anticipation  such  as  must  have 
thrilled  Charles  Kingsley  when  he  visited  the 
wondrous  scenery  and  glorious  flora  of  the  West 
Indies,  and  gave  his  book  of  beautiful  description 
the  suggestive  title  "  At  Last." 

Our  decks  were  enlivened  by  frequent  games  of 
shovel-board  and  quoits ;  reading,  chess,  and  whist 
found  their  quieter  votaries,  and  there  was  much 
foregathering  of  little  groups  of  earnest  anglers, 
young  and  old,  critical  comparison  of  choice 
salmon  and  trout  flies,  and  interchange|of  exciting 
and  instructive  experiences  in  the  "  kindly  north." 

A  pleasant  concert  in  the  broad  electric- lighted 
saloon  on  the  Saturday  night  was  fittingly 
followed  by  an  impressive  musical  service  next 
morning,  and  after  lunch  we  were  well  in  sight  of 
the  ruggedly  picturesque  coastline  of  Southern 
Norway,  shimmering  softly  in  brightest  sun  glow. 
"  All  hands  on  deck "  now,  as  these  indistinct 
outlines  gradually  develop  themselves  into  pine- 
clad  hills  and  mountains,  grey  rocks  and  cliffs, 
rocky  or  wooded  islets,  and  presently  we  approach 
the  fair  harbour  of  Christianssand,  known  to  sea- 
faring folk  as  "  The  Sands " — a  typical  South 
Norway  town,  bright  and  speckless  in  clean,  clear 
blending  of  many  gay  colours  of  quaint  homely 
wooden  houses,  prosperous-looking  public  build- 
ings, and  varied  greenery  and  ric^  flower-spangle 
of  trim  gardens,  the  winsomeness  of  the  scene 
greatly  enhanced  by  brave  show  of  bunting  ashore 
and  afloat,  the  bright  banners  of  Norway  and 
Sweden  waving  over  the  pellucid  blue  waters 
from  gi'im  battleships  and  trim  gunboats,  for  it  is 
their  good  Queen's  birthday. 

On  the  wooden  quay  to  which  the  Orlando 
moors  we  look  down  on  an  interesting  crowd  of 
uniformed  officials  and  promenaders  in  their 
Sunday  best.  A  lady  by  my  side  says  "  How 
strange  it  seems  to  see  all  those  blue  eyes  looking 
up  at  one !  "  And  in  truth  the  eyes  of  the  kindly 
Norse  folk  who  welcome  us  are  all  blue  or  bluish- 
grey — not  even  an  accidental  black  one  among 
them. 

Now  come  hurried  packings  and  partings,  then 
a  visit  to  Ernst's  comfortable  hostelry,  with  its 
brightly-coloured  frescoes  of  native  costume  and 
scenery  on  walls  of  spacious  hall  and  staii-case, 
adorned  also  with  cases  of  handsome  hunting 
knives,  huge  sealskin  boots,  and  other  quaint 
curios.  Here  I  make  acquaintance  with  the 
pleasant  light  "  i'A  "  (Norwegian  ale),  and,  after 
sundry  trips  to  the  Customs  quay  in  quest  of  my 
dutiable  stores,  am  served  by  winsome  fair-haired 
handmaidens  with  the  daintily  heterogeneous 
and  savoury  items  in  fish,  flesh,  and  fowl  which 
constitute  a  "  Kold  spise,"  to  fortify  me  for  a 
thirty-mile  drive  inland  to  the  banks  of  the  '| 
Mandal,  a  grand,  but  little-explored  salmon  river 
of  the  south. 

Instead  of  the  expected  carriole,  host  Ernst 
procures  for  me  a  comfoi*table  landau,  on  to . 
which  my  small  impedimenta  and  big  rods  ara  | 
securely  strapped,  and  the  driver,  a  fair-haired, 
blue-eyed  youth  of  sixteen,  cracks  his  whip,  and 
with  due  hand-shaking  and  hat-lifting,  away  we 
go,  at  a  rattling  pace,  through  the  wonderful  new 
country  with  that  clear  purity  of  air  and  vivid 
distinctness  of  every  fair  detail,  of  which  pictures 
and  photographs  had  only  given  me  an  imperfect 
idea,  but  now  realised  with  a  gratitude  which,  on 
that  sunny  Sunday  afternoon,  seemed  to  find 
fitting  expression  in  a  liencdiciie  omnia  opera,  oft 
opeuted  on  later  days. 
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BURBERRYS'  WEATHERPROOFS. 


GABARDINE 
COMBINATIONS  (Patent) 

Proof 


RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 
HOT  and  COLD  WINDS, 
THORNS,  and  FISH-HOOKS. 


It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  inighly  of  the  advantages 
of  GABARDINE,  its  weatherproof  qualities  are  incon- 
testable 5  it  will  keep  out  drenching  anci  continuous  rain 
without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  being  as 
porous  to  the  exhalations  of  the  body  as  ordinary  cloth, 
so  that  it  may  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest,  ^wet  or 
fine  weather  with  equal  comfort. 


THE  BTTKBEBBT  STTIT. 

Gabardine  or  Rainproof  Tweeds. 
Coat,  63/-  Breeches,  42/- 


The  "  BURBERRY  "  Coat. 

Embodies  all  essentials  for  Freeness  in 
action  and  convenience,  with  a  smart  and 
workmanlike  appearance. 

The  balance  is  perfect,  the  weight 
being  evenly  distributed  between  the 
anatomical  parts  of  a  man  adapted  for 
weight-carrying.  The  shoulders  and  arms 
are  relieved  of  all  strain,  and  expand- 
ing pleats  at  back  and  front  add  inches 
to  the  width  when  "  opening  out "  the 
shonlders. 


The  SLIP-ON 

Is  an  example  of  skill  in  designing  for 
freedom  an  overcoat. 

Can  be  worn  in  roughest  weather,  afford- 
ing protection  for  hours  in  continuous 
downpours  of  rain. 

It  is  the  only  overcoat  which  gives 
absolutely  free  play  to  the  arms. 

Protects  the  knees,  when  seated,  like  a 
rug. 

Bolls  into  very  small  compass,  and  is 
very  light  and  convenient  for  carrying. 


THE  Sl.IP-On'. 

Gabardine  Combine,  63/- 
Rainproof  Coatings,  63/-  &  84/- 


BURBERRYS, 


30,    Haymarket,  LONDON, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 


SCOTT    STREET     Manufacturer   of   every    description  of 

'    FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  all  parts 
PERTH.  of  the  World. 


Supepiop  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Greenheart  RODS. 

Unanrpassed  for  superiority  of  worlsmanship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


MALLOCH'S 


The  only  perfect  Casting  Beel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Tront,  and  all  kinds  of  Coarse 
Fishing.   Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  casting.   Simple  and  easy  to  leam. 


Patent  FLY   CASE  for  Salmon 

Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Eyed  Flies    MAI  I  OPH'^ 
of  all  sizes.   Handy  and  compact.    Each  fly  secured    nirtl-UW/n  O 
by  neat  and  effective  arrangement.   Large  assortment 
of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


Gold    Medal    SALMON  and 
TROUT  HEELS,  unsurpassed 
for  durability  and  finish,  easy  and  comfortable  to 
work. 


IT.T.TTa'X'JrtA^'X'jmj  3L.ISTS 

A-WA-RUEX)      TKN      GOLD      JLNTi  OTHER 


MALLOCH'S    ^"'"^      'SJ^^aX  SALMON 


MALLOCH'S 


GRILSE,  and  SEA  TROUT 
FLIES. 

Gold    Medal    BIVEB  and 
LOCH  FLIES,  Eyed  or  on 
Gnt. 


MEDALS 


Telefiframs : 


MAI  I  nrU'Q   Gold    Medal  FLOATIN» 
ITIMLI-UOn  O    TROUT  FLIES    with  Up- 
right Wings. 

Most  Extevstva  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Patterns, 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Eivers  and  Lochs,  all  Neatly  and  Beautifully  Tied. 


'MALLOCH,  PERTH." 
IlSr  miSHINGi- 


XA.CKX.K. 
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Hey !  but  'twas  grand  on  those  roads  in 
Norway ;  just  one  glorious,  ever-changing 
panorama  outside  the  town,  such  a  mingling  of 
shady  woods,  emerald  turf,  pellucid  pools,  grey 
and  brown  rocks  and  boulders,  with  no  dirt  or 
debris  anywhere,  that  I  doubted  whether  I  looked 
on  fair  Nature's  handiwork  or  a  perfection  of 
artistic  landscape-gardening ;  then  we  climbed 
thick-wooded  hills  and  looked  down  on  the  fair 
blue  island-studded  bay,  and  the  bright  town 
l)ehind,  and  passed  mirror-like  lakelets  gemmed, 
•with  the  purest  of  white  lilies,  set  amid  rich  green 
pastures  flecked  with  snowy  silky  tufts  of  marsh- 
cotton,  creamy  masses  of  lush  meadowsweet, 
harebells  innumerable,  and  ling  and  bell-heather, 
reminding  me  of  another —  ~ 

Land  of  brown  heath  and  shaggy  wood, 
Land  of  the  mountain  and  the  flood. 

Gaily  dressed  promenaders  were  strolling  back 
to  the  town,  many  carrying  sprays  of  a  large  and 
fragrant  native  honeysuckle ;  a  young  man  passed 
with  a  gun,  and  a  small  pike  on  a  twig ;  a  new 
blossom  delighted  me,  a  miniature  sunflower, 
called  by  the  Norsemen  "horse-flower,"  which 
plentifully  bespangled,  with  tall  golden  heads, 
pastures  and  meads  greener  than  those  of  the 
Emerald  Isle  itself. 

Some  study  of  a  grammar  and  of  Bennett's 
useful  phrase-book  (now  rapidly  filling  with  ferns 
and  flowers  as  we  walked  up  the  steeper  hills) 
emboldened  me  to  address  my  youthful 
charioteer,  as  we  passed  a  lake  that  reminded  me 
of  Killamey,  with,  "  Hvad  heder  denne  Indso  ?  " 
("  What  is  the  name  of  that  lake  ? ")  and  the 
reply,  "  Der  heder  Reinossen,"  showed  me  that 
I  had  said  it  right,  and  encouraged  further 
attempts.  But  I  soon  found  that  a  little 
learning  was  a  dangerous  thing  when  my  question 
did  not  elicit  the  kind  of  answer  I  expected,  or 
when  the  answer  was  so  long  as  totally  to  floor  me. 

In  one  place  the  main  road  was  under  repair, 
and  we  had  to  take  to  a  temporary  road  below, 
hanging  over  tree  tops  and  a  river  bed,  and  just 
wide  enough  for  one  vehicle.  I  was  just  digging 
out  of  my  phrase  book  how  to  ask  what  would 
happen  if  another  carriage  came  along,  when  that 
very  thing  occurred  at  a  comer,  but  the  dUemma 
was  solved  by  the  occupants  unloading  it,  taking 
out  the  horses,  and  depositing  the  Ught  vehicle 
on  some  bush  tops  at  the  only  spot  which 
afforded  even  a  precarious  resting  place  for  it, 
while  we  passed  on.  Then  came  a  beautiful 
chain  of  lakes,  pools,  and  streams  of  an  amber- 
hued  river,  the  Sondalsvand  (not  to  be  con- 
founded with  the  Sundal),  hills  and  mountains, 
woods,  valleys,  and  waterfalls,  ferns  and  mosses ; 
a  half-way  halt  at  a  house  by  a  trout  stream  to 
rest  and  refresh  the  good  "  heste,"  and  a  conversa- 
tion under  difficulties  with  a  small  farmer,  who 
willingly  samples  English  tobacco  and  Scotch 
whisky,  and  is  complimentary  to  my  limited 
Norsk  ;  then  more  panorama,  delightful  walks  up 
pine-fragrant  wooded  hill-',  picking  new  flowers 
and  berries  by  the  way ;  then  the  sweet  cool 
gloaming  and  a  nerve-sh;.  icing  descent  of  a  long 
down  grade  above  a  rouring  torrent  between 
towering  pine  forests,  and  we  emerge  into  the 
peaceful  vale  of  Lovdal,  and  a  great  wooden  house 
of  white-painted  pine  planks,  with  a  tall  flagstaff 
by  its  side,  is  reached  at  midnight,  after  six 
hours'  enjoyment  of  this  new  and  wonderful 
world,  and  I  am  greeted  first  by  honest  Ola 
Christison,  gillie  and  interpreter;  next  by  my 

food  old  friend  "  Red  Spinner,"  one  of  the 
eenest  and  best  of  anglers,  who  had  almost  given 
me  up  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  Orlando's 
arrival  from  fog  delay  at  far-away  mouth  of 
Father  Thames;  and  last  by  kindly  Mina  and 
Anna,  the  good  farmer's  daughters,  who  are  to 
look  after  our  cooking  and  comfort. 

A  glorious  awakening  next  morning,  to  gaze  on 
a  fair  valley,  smiling  in  sun-glow,  brightly-painted 
plank  houHCs,  red  and  brown  and  white  and  self- 
colour,  fields  of  rosy-brown  feathery-flowering 
grasseB,  meadows  fnirly  blue  with  harebells,  and 
pink  and  white  and  gold  with  countless  other 
blooms,  bright  little  patches  of  oats,  rye,  and 
wheat,  the  ruddy  amber  foam-flocked  flood  of  the 
great  Mandal,  alternately  rippling  and  roaring  on 
its  way  to  the  Skager  Ra<;k,  flanked  by  huge  hills 
and  thick,  dark  forests  of  pine,  with  oaks  and 
birches  mingling  tfjward  their  bases,  and  the  most 
enchanting  profusion  of  varied  undergrowth, 
flowers  and  ferns,  berries  and  heather,  lichens 


and  mosses ;  a  hill  to  our  right  in  the  middle  of 
the  fair  hamlet,  crowned  with  white  wooden 
church  and  peaceful  God's  acre ;  a  tributary 
stream,  full  of  little  brown  trout,  winding  its  way 
down  the  valley  in  front;  friendly  fair-haired 
peasantry,  an  old  lady  who  asks  us  into  her  house 
opposite,  and  takes  a  pride  in  showing  us  stores 
of  ancient  furniture  and  clocks  with  far-away 
dates,  and  pulls  out  of  an  old  oak  chest  wonder- 
ful antique  embroideries  and  faded  valentines  of 
the  beginning  of  the  century,  and  expatiates  on 
her  treasuresjwith  a  little-comprehended  volubility, 
and  much  repetition  of  the  word  "  garmold." 
There  was  a  quaint  little  post-office  among  waving 
cornfields,  with  a  pretty  demure  and  sedate  fair- 
haired  postmistress,  and  there  were  the  friendliest 
of  little  cows  and  goats  with  tinkling  bells,  and  the 
friendliest  of  little  cream-coloured  horses  that 
insisted  on  being  noticed,  and  dogs  that  ran  out 
from  cottages,  not  to  bark  at  us,  but  to  wag  tails 
and  be  patted,  and  grey-backed  crows  and 
chattering  magpies  that  hardly  troubled  to  get 
out  of  our  way. 

Blithe  was  the  morning  marshalling  of  men 
and  rods,  nets  and  gaffs,  in  the  apple  orchard  in 
front  of  our  farm,  ere  we  trudged  down  the 
glorious  valley  to  fish,  from  bank  or  boat,  the 
respective  pools  or  streams,  chosen  for  each  day, 
of  our  big  No.  8  beat,  known  to  us  as  the  Gorge, 
Rapids,  Rocks,  Pot  Pool,  Olaf 's  Garden,  Koland, 
and  Woodlands.  There  was  tall,  pious  Ola 
Christison,  interpreting  for  "Red  Spinner"  in 
quaint  English  brought  from  "  the  States,"  and 
handsome  Knut  Salve,  son  of  our  landlord,  a 
village  schoolmaster  and  Government  official  to 
boot,  yet  not  too  proud  to  handle  oar  and  net,  or 
gaff,  and  my  young  boatman,  Knut  Bensen,  a 
simple-faced,  strong  youth,  who  pulled  a  good 
oar,  and  speedily  comprehended  instructions  and 
admonitions,  conveyed  in  a  patchwork  lingo, 
wherein  scanty  Norse  was  eked  out  with  applic- 
able bits  of  German  and  English. 

We  used  to  get  to  work,  these  bright,  long  days 
of  summer,  about  8.30  a.m.,  fish  till  nearly  one, 
rest  after  lunch  till  about  four,  and  fish  again 
till  supper  time,  about  nine.  Admonished  some- 
times that  "  diluculo  surgere  saluberrimum  est," 
though  I  confess  I  don't  hold  with  it,  we  got  up 
one  morning  at  three,  or,  by  Norse  time,  four, 
breakfasted  coldly,  and  sallied  forth,  with  the 
result  that  I  caught  a  fish  at  eleven,  and  was 
confirmed  in  my  previous  comfortable  conviction 
that  your  lordly  salmon  is  not  an  early  riser. 

"  Red  Spinner,"  not  convinced,  tried  it  again  a 
week  later.  I  heard  him  called,  turned  over  in 
bed  with  a  chuckle,  and  when  I  entered  the  break- 
fast room,  about  eight,  found  he  had  returned 
an  hour  before,  Ashless,  and  gone  to  bed.  Going 
out  quietly,  at  usual  time,  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
killing  a  fish  at  ten.  My  modest  total,  fishing 
sixteen  days,  two  short  evenings,  and  an  hour  on 
the  morning  of  our  departure,  was  two  salmon, 
thirty-three  grilse,  and  one  good  sea  trout,  not  to 
mention  the  merry  brown  trout  that  so  frequently 
dashed  at  our  salmon  flies,  and,  if  ever  we  fished 
for  a  few  for  breakfast,  preferred  lake  trout  flies 
to  the  delicate  duns  of  the  south.  "  Red  Spinner  " 
was  there  a  week  before  me,  and  had  scored  before 
our  river,  with  no  melting  snow  nor  glacier  to 
feed  it,  had  begun  to  dwindle  from  the  long 
drought,  so  his  take  brought  our  total  up  to 
eighty-seven  fish,  and  he  had  a  larger  proportion 
of  salmon  than  mine. 

The  beat  above,  a  beautiful  easy  piece  of 
wading  water,  with  quiet  pools,  wherein  fish 
rested  long  after  surmounting  the  roaring  fosses 
and  rapids  of  our  Gorge,  yielded,  we  heard,  con- 
siderably over  200  fish,  about  a  quarter  of  which 
were  salmon,  but  there  were  four  fishers,  and  fair 
ladies  often  helped  the  score. 

The  glorious  and  varied  scenery  of  the 
numerous  beats  on  our  long  stretch  gave  much 
compensation.  Pleasant  were  our  rambles 
through  the  fragrant  pine  woods  on  our  way 
from  pool  to  pool,  pausing  sometimes  to  pick 
luscious  berries,  or  drink  fair  spring  water  of 
such  coldness  as  showed  that  last  winter's  ice 
still  lingered  in  hidden  depths,  and  noting  the 
curious  boat-shaped  snow  ploughs,  used  to  clear 
the  roads  in  winter ;  pleasant  the  hours  spent  in 
casting  our  flies  from  the  bonny  boats  allotted  to 
us,  or  from  broad,  flat-bottomed  slices  of  boxes 
borrowed  from  friendly  farmers,  on  eddying  pools 
or  rushing  streams  betwixt  banks  grim  with  huge 
orags  and  rooks,  or  darkling  with  forests,  or  gay 


with  heather  and  varied  flora,  and  many  a  green 
plateau  of  meadow  land  on  neighbouring 
mountain  side,  and  bright-hued  pine  plank 
house,  and  over  all  the  blue  sky  and  glowing 
sunshine,  which  smiled  on  our  stay,  weather  more 
appreciable  by  the  general  touiist  than  by  the 
ardent  angler,  but  mostly  accompanied  by  a 
brisk  breeze  which  mitigated  the  heat  and 
ruffled  hopefully  the  deep,  dark  pools. 

(To  be  continv^d.)  I 


THE  ADVENT  OF  THE  GRILSE. 


The  grilse  are  late.  They  usually  make  their'^ 
appearance  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland  towards  ■ 
the  end  of  April,  and  sometimes  earlier ;  but  this 
year,  although  one  or  two  have  been  got  in  quite 
unexpected  quarters,  the  run  as  a  whole  has 
nowhere  made  its  presence  felt  in  anything  like 
numbers,  besides  quantity.  At  the  mouth  of  the 
Deveron,  and  again  in  the  Spey  district,  as  well 
as  in  the  nets  at  the  mouths  of  some  east  coast 
rivers,  twos  and  threes  have  occasionally  been 
secured  during  the  past  few  weeks,  yet  the 
migration  of  the  adolescent  salar  has  yet  to 
come.  It  is  usually  the  same,  in  a  belated  spring 
like  the  present,  when  from  climatic  causes  the 
descent  of  smolts  is  retarded,  that  the  ascent  of 
the  grilse  is  con-espondingly  delayed.  This 
season  the  thermometer  fell  just  when  it  should 
have  risen,  and  remained  at  a  low  reading  till  well 
through  the  spring.  Even  yet  the  temperature  is 
abnormally  low  for  the  season  of  the  year,  while 
the  climatic  conditions  have  been  very  shifty, 
frosts  over  night,  cold  winds  alternating  with 
hail  storms  during  the  day,  and  anything  but 
favoui-able  fi-om  a  fisherman's  point  of  view.  So 
that  the  two  causes — a  late  winter  and  a  belated 
spring  (really  one  and  the  same  continuous 
influence  after  all) — have  brought  about  the 
unwelcome  delay  in  the  advent  of  the  grilse 
season.  Of  course,  they  may  yet  come  away  all 
the  faster,  when  once  the  run  sets  in,  but  as  a 
rule  the  earliest  rivers  generally  show  the 
earliest  grilse,  and  so  on,  in  their  ordinary 
succession.  When  they  are  late  showing  up  on 
the  Tay,  Dee,  and  Spey  they  are  usually  as  late 
in  proportion  on  those  other  rivers  which  follow 
in  their  wake,  and  are  regarded  as  later  streams. 
When,  however,  their  advent  is  thus  delayed, 
they  are  usually  heavier  when  they  do  come,  and 
far  more  acceptable  from  a  sportive  point  of 
view. 

There  is  no  prettier  fish  in  the  realms  of  nature 
than  a  fresh-run  grilse.  The  lines  of  grace  and 
beauty  are  here  developed  to  perfection.  The 
sheen  of  brightest  silver  can  nowhere  be  rivalled, 
while  its  game  and  edible  qualities  cannot  be 
excelled. 

The  pioneers  of  the  migration  are  usually  of 
light  calibre,  varying  from  21b.  to  31b.  in  weight, 
but  every  day  in  the  briny  adds  materially  to  this 
weight,  so  that  when  the  July  grilse  make  their 
appearance  in  the  rivers,  two  or  three  of  them 
scaling  from  41b.  to  51b.  apiece  make  a  very 
acceptable  basket  indeed. 

When  first  from  the  sea  the  grilse  will  almost 
take  anything.  They  have  been  got  with  worm, 
eel-tail,  sand-eel,  "  garvie  "  (young  herring  salted), 
minnow,  paiT-tail,  phantom,  spoon,  and  all  soi'ts 
and  sizes  of  flies  from  a  Sin.  Eagle  salmon  fly  to 
an  ^in.  gnat  trout  fly. 

The  worm  is  a  great  favourite  with  the  fresh- 
run  grilse,  but  it  must  be  some  distance  fi'om  the 
tidal  waters  before  it"^ill  look  at  it.  Tidal 
anglers  often  secure  a  running  grilse  to  the  fly, 
but  seldom  or  ever  to  the  worm.  Once  into  the 
sweet  waters  above,  however,  and  the  temptation 
to  swallow  a  wriggling  "  dewey  "  of  the  orthodox 
size  cannot  be  resisted,  and  this  is  more  apparent 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  season  than  later  on.  In 
fact,  the  grilse  goes  off  the  worm  the  farther  up 
stream  it  goes,  and  as  the  temperature  of  the 
water  rises.  In  June  in  certain  rivers  the  worm 
reigns  supreme,  but  in  July  and  August,  on  these 
same  streams  and  same  parts,  the  worm  is  at  a 
decided  discount.  The  keepers  on  the  Feugh— 
the  only  tributary  worth  speaking  about  on 
the  Dee  as  an  angling  stream,  and  the  nearest 
to  the  sea — were  accustomed  to  net  the  lower 
pools  of  this  small  but  highly  prolific  grilse 
river  before  the  Deeside  Angling  Improve- 
ment Association  came  into  existence  and 
bought  up  the  nets,  and  they  used  to  reckon 
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npon  getting  thirty,  forty,  and  fifty  fish  on  a 
Monday  mornins,  the  produce  of  the  Sunday's 
"  slap,"  and  in  the  aggregate  between  200  and  300 
annually.  When  the  netting  ceased  they  took  to 
angling  with  the  worm,  and  although  the  results 
were  never  tabulated,  as  interfering  with  the 
spirit  of  the  bargain  as  between  the  association 
and  the  proprietor,  yet  it  is  within  our  knowledge 
that  from  a  dozen  to  twenty  grilse  are  still  got  every 
other  morning  in  the  thick  of  the  grilse  season, 
and  that  on  one  occasion  Old  Craven,  Lord 
Arbuthnott's  keeper,  made  the  record  score  of 
forty-three  fresh-run  grilse  between  4  a.m.  and 
10  am.  on  a  Monday  morning  during  the  palmy 
days  of  his  reign  in  these  parts,  and  all  to  the 
worm.  The  weather  conditions,  of  course,  were 
favourable,  and  the  water  ambered  with  the  June 
rains  from  the  valley  of  the  Feugh.  But  when 
the  dog  days  came  round  the  grilse  went  off  the 
take  entirely,  and  although  they  might  be  seen 
in  the  pot  by  the  double  score,  and  the  worm 
presented  to  them  in  the  most  tempting  fashion, 
not  one  in  ten  would  ever  look  at  it.  Of  course, 
we  now  know  that  the  internal  economy  of  the 
fish  worked  the  change  in  their  appetites,  but 
in  those  days  it  was  put  down  to  the  sultry 
weather,  the  heating  of  the  waters,  the  prefer- 
ence for  fly  atjone  season  over  another,  and  so  on. 
In  a  flooded  water  in  August  or  September  a 
potted  grilse,  or  salmon  either  for  that  matter, 
and  particularly  a  sea  trout,  if  one  of  the  larger 
sort  be  about,  will  prefer  the  worm  to  any  other 
lure,  if  properly  presented,  and  both  in  the  Dee 
and  Spey  we  have  killed  "red"  fish  of  this 
sort  in  the  early  days  of  September  when 
every  other  lure  failed  to  fetch  them.  On 
one  occasion  on  the  Avon  (or  Aven),atTomintoul, 
the  highest  village  in  the  kingdom,  and  fully 
100  miles  from  the  sea,  we  had  a  joint  bag  with 
another  of  fifty-six  brown  trout,  three  sea  trout, 
two  salmon  of  81b.  and  121b.,  and  one  grilse — 41b. 
— in  one  day's  outing  in  a  rising  flood.  We  were 
on  a  tramping  tour  across  thirty  miles  of  the 
Grampians,  from  Dee  to  Spey,  as  the  crow  flies, 
and  took  Tomintoul  en  route.  It  was  no  part  of 
our  arrangements  to  fish,  for  we  had  fled  from 
the  Dee  in  disgust,  having  fished  for  months  for 
a  few  fingerlings,  on  account  of  the  prevailing 
drought.  We  had  no  sooner  got  up  Gaimside, 
and  had  a  distant  view  of  Balmoral  away  to  the 
Eouth-west,  than  the  weather  broke  down,  and 
when  we  reached  Tomintoul  the  genial  and  kindly 
hostess  had  to  beg,  borrow,  and  steal  clothes  till 
our  own  were  wrung  out  and  dried.  The  next 
morning  the  Aven  was  in  torrents,  and  we  found 
the  weaver  and  the  tailor  setting  out  to  fish. 
They  were  easily  annexed.  They  could  get  the 
Aven  any  day ;  our  chance  only  came  once  in  a 
lifetime.  "  Dr.  Whisky "  gave  us  the  needed 
introduction,  and  while  the  tailor  attended  to  our 
wants  the  weaver  dug  the  bait  and  "  ran  the 
cutter,"  for  the  flask  was  much  in  requisition 
that  day.  The  mountain  air  has  a  wonderful 
effect  in  keeping  off  a  cold  when  duly  qualified  by 
the  "  mountain  dew,"  especially  when  the  blood 
is  young  and  sport  keen.  After  a  clear  start  had 
been  made  nothing  under  llh.  was  kept,  and  after 
the  first  salmon  was  killed  the  uncertainty  of 
what  was  to  come  next  heightened  the  sport  to 
such  an  extent  that,  with  one  solitary  exception, 
was  the  best  day  either  of  us  ever  enjoyed,  and  to 
come  all  so  unexpectedly,  too.  The  tackle  was  of 
the  roughest,  and  not  too  trusty  at  the  best,  for 
we  left  the  pair  with  only  one  spare  hook  between 
them,  having  used  up  the  local  stock  in  the 
village.  The  tailor's  rod  was  fitted  with  a  winch 
like  that  used  by  gardeners  for  their  garden 
lines  instead  of  a  reel,  which  by  choice 
fell  to  me,  and  which  after  a  time  I  could 
manipulate  wonderfully  well,  at  least  with  all  the 
skill  necessary  to  land  a  121b.  salmon,  a 
grilse,  and  201b.  or  so  of  sea  and  brown  trout. 
My  friend  had  the  balance  of  the  901b.  or  so 
which  made  up  our  bag  that  day,  and  if  all  the 
fish  had  been  got  which  were  hooked  and  lost, 
which  took  the  worm,  the  aggregate  would  have 
been  twice  what  it  was.  The  inference  is  that  in 
the  sea  or  estuary  the  Salmonidie  do  not  look  at 
the  farth  worm,  preferring  the  abundance  of  more 
natural  food  which  there  exists;  but  immediately 
it  has  changed  its  habitat  the  earth  worm  is  as 
fatal  a  lure  as  can  be  presented  to  it,  but  that 
this  desiretoon  changes  with  thechangedcondition 
of  the  fish,  but  returns  to  it  again  for  the  nonce 
nnder  certain  conditions  affected  by  the  state  of 


the  water,  and  many  months  after  it  has  ceased 
to  feed,  or  at  least  after  it  has  left  the  briny. 

The  fly  is  the  lure  of  lures  for  all  that.  There 
may  be  a  chance  with  other  lures  under  limited 
conditions,  butthere  are  nine  chances  out  of  the  ten 
with  the  fly.  The  grilse  prefers  a  light  water  to 
swim  in.  As  long  as  these  cold,  heavy  torrents 
last  there  will  be  no  show  of  fish  worth  speaking 
about,  but  with  a  decided  rise  in  the  temperature 
they  will  show  on  the  coast  in  increasing  numbers, 
and  then  a  week  or  so  afterwards  anglers  may 
look  out  for  the  firstlings  of  the  season  in  bulk. 
They  run  inland  very  quickly,  and  no  water  is  too 
shallow  for  them  to  wriggle  over  or  creep  into. 
They  try  all  the  mountain  feeders  on  their  way 
up,  and  affect  those  only  where  the  temperature 
suits  them. 

The  summer  season  is  nothing  without  a  good 
run  of  grilse  and  sea  trout,  and  a  plentiful  grilse 
season  is  always  a  sure  sign  of  an  abundance  for 
the  coming  spring.  Meanwhile  the  weather  con- 
ditions are  softening  and  veering  round  to  the 
proper  tone,  and  although  late  by  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks,  yet  everything  points  to  the  advent 
of  a  good  grilse  season  and  good  prospects  for  the 
summer  angler.  G.  M, 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 


River  Reporters  rvlw  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Henley).— May  30.— Only  one  trout  la? 
been  taken  here  during  the  past  fortnight ;  that  fish  fell 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Worskett,  a  local  angler,  fishing  from 
the  bridge  at  Marsh  Lcck.  It  weighed  3Ib.  12oz.,  and  was 
taken  whilst  live-baiting.  I  am  told  that  there  are  one  or 
two  good  fish  to  be  bad  there,  and  should  advise  visiting 
anglers  to  try  their  luck  here.  They  will  find  plenty  of 
space  to  fish  from  the  bridge,  which,  since  the  above 
capture,  is  never  frequented  by  mora  than  a  half  dozen 
trout  anglers  at  one  time.  The  water  is  in  good  condition 
just  now,  and  a  nice  stream  is  running,  but  I  notice  the 
wind  is  still  in  the  north-east,  which  does  not  improve 
matters.  Down  the  river,  on  Sunday  last,  I  picked  up  a 
large  chub,  which  must  have  weighed  during  its  life  well 
over  61b.  It  had  been  partly  eaten  away  by  rats,  and  may 
have  met  its  death  by  being  badly  hooked  by  some  trout 
angler.    What  a  pity  !— Stanley  Mead. 

  (Lechlade), — Grey  Drake  up  in  small  clouds 

at  St.  John's  Biidge  and  adjoining  stretches,  but  few  trout 
fishers  have  been  out,  and  can  hear  of  nothing  being  done 
at  present.  Dick  Basson  reports  me  two  or  three  good 
ones  in  Busoot  Weir  Pool.  River  in  good  order,  high,  and 
of  nice  tinge.  Weather  fine,  and  looks  like  continuing  so 
for  Whitsuntide. — Eambler. 

Ancholme  DiBtricc— I  had  my  first  afternoon's 
trout  fishing  this  week,  and  caught  five  trout  and  five 
foiitinalis.  The  latter  were  as  pink  as  salmon  and  even 
better  eating  than  the  trout,  which  is  saying  a  good  deal. 
The  wind  keeps  veering  to  north  and  east,  so  it  remains 
cold,  and  the  dearth  of  aquatic  flies  continues.  The 
Alder,  Black  Gnat,  Cbeckwing,  and  Blue  Dun  continue  to 
be  the  leading  flies.  There  are  very  few  Iron  Blues  here 
about,  and  I  have  never  seen  a  Yellow  Sally  in  this 
district.  With  finer  weather  the  Drake  would  be  due  in 
about  ten  days. — Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wrozham  District).— We  are  now 
in  what  may  be  regarded  as  the  sUckett  period  of  the  year 
as  regards  angling  in  Norfolk.  Except  for  private  trout 
fishing  and  dace  fly  fishing  where  obtainable,  there  is  little 
for  anglers  to  occupy  themselves  ^vith.  The  less  fastidious 
of  the  craft  still  pursue  roach  fishing,  but  the  big  roach 
are  now  getting  sluggish  and  full  of  spawn,  and  both  they 
and  bream  are,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  not  worth  fishing 
for  until  the  end  of  June.  However,  anglers  are  permitted 
by  law  to  please  themselves  on  this  enbj  ect  of  ' '  close  time  " 
in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  some,  I  am  sorry  to  see,  are 
still  trailing  and  livebaitiog  for  pibe,  which  are  not  worth 
killing  until  September  at  the  earliest.  Whether  this  all- 
year  angling  will  have  a  good  effect  on  the  pike  and  perch 
fishing  of  the  future  the  riting  generation  of  anglers  will 
perhaps  be  more  able  to  determine.  Weather  has  turned 
dull  and  dry.  with  bitterly  cold  north  wind.  The  country 
looks  charming,  and  there  is  beginning  to  be  a  stir  in 
yachting  circles,  but  I  do  not  advise  anglers  to  visit  the 
Broad  district  much  before  July,  as  it  is  a  late  season. — 
0  H.  Taylor. 

Coin  (East  Oloncestershire).- The  May  Fly  has 
been  up  for  more  than  a  week  on  the  Lower  Coin,  and  is 
now  well  on  throughout  the  course  of  this  good  old  trout 
stream,  and  the  trt  ut  rise  freely  in  the  forenoon  (mid-daj) 
and  about  five  o'clock.  A  large  inflox  of  trout  fishers  is 
eniurf  d  on  the  hotel  waters  for  Whitsuntide  both  at  Fair- 
ford  and_  also  at  Bibnry,  on  the  Upper  Coin.  Trout  are 
in  beautiful  condition,  and  tbow  grand  sport.  Bett  flies 
now  will  be  floating  May  Fly,  Buzzer  May  Fly,  Brown 
Alder,  and  Yellow  May  Dun.  Bett  creel  I  can  hear  of  at 
time  of  writing  on  hotel  waters  is  two  end  a  half  brace, 
averaging  about  lib.  Amongst  many  others  who  have 
been  ont  in  district  are  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  Canon 
Golightly,  Drs.  Powell,  Hooker,  Lockwood,  Blozeome, 
Pilkinjton,  Wolfendall,  March,  and  Messri,  Faulkner, 


Ronald  Walker,  Hongh,  A.  Ilea,  Stradling,  Barton, 
Jeesop,  Matthews,  Morgan,  (Jhew,  Kickards,  Carbonell, 
Wilson,  Johnson,  Reginald  Barker,  &c. — Pan. 

Comlsli  Streams.— In  those  streams  where  fishers 
are  "  in  the  know  "  and  do  not  mind  the  peculiarity  of  the 
bait,  the  "  tab' fly  "  is  the  killing  lure.  Thie  insect  is  a 
small  beetle  found  in  cow  drcppinge.  One  red,  fishing 
the  Camel,  got  thirty-two  and  thirty-eight  trout  in 
consecutive  days.  Other  decent  bags  have  been  made 
with  Black  Palmer  and  Black  Gnat.  In  seme  streams 
midges  have  been  so  prevalent  that  for  the  time  trout 
would  take  nothing  else.  Peal  are  running  up  tbe  Fowey, 
and  one  or  two  Lave  been  hooked.  None  have  yet  been 
taken  on  the  Camel,  but  anglers  are  full  of  expectancy, 
and  are  eager  to  g>rt  the  first  fish. — Boijmin. 

Dare&th.  (Shoieham,  &o.). — May  Fly  not  yet  out  in 
any  quantity  on  this  part  of  the  ri^er,  but  the  water  is 
fairly  lull  and  in  good  order.  Fish  rising  at  the  small 
gnats,  and  prospects  fairly  good,  eEpecialiy  if  weather 
turns  warm  again.  May  flies  are  reported  as  having  been 
on  the  water  during  the  few  warm  hours  on  Sunday,  and 
will  therefore  probably  reappear  as  soon  as  conditions  are 
favourable  again.  Weather  chilly,  but  likely  to  be  fine 
for  Whitsuntide.    Wind,  north-west.- J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  District).— The  river  is  running 
in  good  volume,  but  very  fine.  On  Monday  the  water  was 
80  clear  that  the  fish  could  be  plainly  diacerned  for  some 
distance ;  the  trout  would  come  in  right  up  to  the  bait, 
but  would  rarely  bite.  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  managed  to  get 
a  few  brace  after  a  lot  of  trying,  but  one  of  these  was  a 
beauty,  scaling  over  lib.  Messrs.  B.  Distin,  J.  Edmonds, 
E.  Ackrell,  M.  Revell,  H.  Full,  Soper,  and  others  have 
creeled  small  lots,  chiefly  by  evening  fishing.  Mr.  Pers- 
bouse  has  had  some  decent  fish,  and  I  hear  that  Mi^s 
Pershouse  creeled  two  dozen  one  day  last  week.  Mr. 
Green  had  several  hours'  angling  on  Friday — a  day  not 
favourable  to  sport — and  killed  twelve  ;  but  fliea  wera 
of  little  use,  although  there  was  a  hatc'i  of  small  Greys. 
He  was  a  considerable  time  completing  the  dozen,  the  last 
being  killed  in  the  last  few  minutes  ;  one  trout  was  a  half- 
pounder.  The  Olive  Dun,  Black  Midge,  and  Hawthorn 
are  good  this  week,  whilst  on  the  upper  waters  a  variety 
of  flies  are  used,  the  Blue  Upright  (partridge  hackle)  and 
March  Brown  being  about  the  best.  Trout  are  in  fine 
condition  on  the  Moor,  and  one  rod  took  a  nice  lot  of  about 
71b.  weight.  Mr.  W.  H.  Martin  has  added  a  couple  more 
salmon  to  his  list ;  these,  which  were  taken  near  Dart- 
meet,  scaling  121b.  and  131b.  respactively.  Mr.  Leaman 
also  killed  one  of  141b. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Since  the  rain  of  last  week  a 
decided  improvement  is  evilent,  and,  for  a  change,  some 
decent  baskets  have  been  creeled,  the  best  soort  being  on 
the  streams  around  the  southern  border.  Peal  have  not 
commenced  to  run  on  most  of  the  streams,  but  a  little  haa 
been  done  on  the  Tavy,  and  a  few  fish  landed.  Trouting 
on  the  Avon  is  quiet,  and,  although  the  number  of  rods  is 
restricted,  baskets  are  small.  It  is  interesting  to  hear 
that  old  pariah  apprenticeship  indentures  provided  that 
tenants  on  the  banks  of  the  Avon  should  not  give 
apprentices  salmon  for  their  mea's  more  than  twice  a 
week.  Salmon  were  plentiful  in  those  days  evidently. 
The  salmon  rod  fishing  is  deadly  dull  everywhere, 
although  a  few  are  taken  from  the  moorland  waters  of  the 
Dart.  In  the  Ashwater  district  thera  wera  several  good 
days  last  week.  On  Thursday  a  young  anglar  erjeled 
over  a  dozen  trout  with  tte  Peacock  Blue.  On  the  upper 
Tamar  the  Alder  and  the  black  with  silver  twist  were 
killing  flies.  Cant.  Jones,  of  H.M.S.  Doris  (who  was 
wounded  at  Graspan,  and  is  now  convalescent),  with  a 
friend,  basketed  three  dozen,  and  another  day  the  latter 
rod  took  a  similar  number. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Daiing  the  past  week  this  river  has 
been  low  and  clear,  and  has  almost  reached  a  state  of 
stagnation.  The  fine  showers  have  had  little  effect,  and  a 
good  spate  will  be  required  before  we  can  have  anything 
like  remunerative  sport.  Many  anglers  have  i  lied  the  red 
during  the  week,  bat  only  moderate  baskets  hive  been 
made.  The  catches  to  hand  are  :  Mr.  H.  Stanifield,  five 
brace  of  trout;  Mr.  J.  Moore,  seven  brac9 ;  Mr.  T.  D. 
SehoSeld,  six  and  a  half  brace ;  and  Mr  R  Linton,  five 
brace.  Sea  angling  has  only  been  poor  duiirg  the  week, 
owing  to  a  rough  sea  and  the  cold  northerly  witds  which 
prevail. — J.  Jackson. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiinos.  and  Cambs.).— 
The  trout  season  drags  on  uncomfortably  this  yea-,  and 
there  is  scarcely  anything  to  report  among  the  anglers. 
Of  course,  the  upper  parts  of  Soutti  Lincolnshire  a^e  not  a 
particularly  tempting  trout  district,  although  the  Marquis 
of  Exeter's  breeding  ponds  are  in  the  locality.  Scaic-ly 
anything  has  been  done  by  the  anglers.  From  the  Fen 
waters,  and  from  the  rivers  and  broads  of  Norfolk,  we 
learn  that  coarse  fish  are  very  busy  with  their  spawning 
operations.  Spawning  will  doubtless  be  over  by  July  15, 
but  the  fish  will  scarcely  have  recovered  snfliciently  for 
angling  operations. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— Better  sport  is 
reported  from  the  district  around  Worksop  and  Retford. 
Trout  are  decidedly  more  lively  on  the  Rjton  than  here 
before.  Some  of  the  Emaller  streams  running  down  from 
the  Yorkshire  side  have  yielded  very  well.  From  the 
streams  in  the  Southwell  district  sportsmen  have  been 
( xeeptionally  lucky,  but  the  more  succef sful  have  still  been 
these  who  have  operated  with  the  bottom  bait.  One 
gentleman  is  reported  to  have  taken  ten  and  a  half  trace 
one  day  from  the  Greet,  and  on  another  day  tix  and  a  half 
brace,  besides  smaller  fish  which  were  returned.  C-  arse 
fish  are  tpawning  apace  on  the  Trent  in  this  neig  ibour- 
hocd.  Baibtl  aiid  bream  are  as  yet  quiet,  but  ronch  and 
chub  tray  be  seen  scouiing  in  'he  swifcer  curiei  t-i — L. 

Jjake  Vyrnwy  (North  Walrs). — The  conditions  for 
good  fishing  are  hardly  better  than  when  the  last  report 
was  sent  in.  Until  the  last  day  or  two  the  weather  has 
been  too  cold.   The  best  basket  was  made  by  Mr.  Garside 
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on  May  24,  when  he  took  forty-two  fieh  weighing  24Jlb., 
sixteen  of  which  were  taken  on  fly.  On  May  22  Mr. 
Harbord  took  six  fish  weighing  31b.  13oz.  ;  Mr.  Henty, 
eight  fish  weighing  olb.  8oz  ;  Mr.  Moss,  eight,  31b.  5oz  ; 
and  Mr.  Garsirie,  four,  21b  6.z.  On  May  23  Mr.  Ealli 
took  six  fish,  31b. ;  Mr.  Clentre,  five,  21b.  12?z  ;  Mr. 
Henty,  four,  21b  4oz. ;  Mr.  Giiside,  three  fish,  2lb.  4  z., 
who  also  caught  the  best  fish,  weighing  lib.  Besides  Mr. 
Gareide's  catch  on  May  24,  Mr.  Moss  took  two  fish 
weighing  18oz.  On  May  25  Mr.  Moss  took  ten  fish 
weighing  5ib;  Mr.  Garside,  ten,  6ib.  9jz. ;  Colonel 
Doncaeter,  six,  3lb.  lloz  ;  Mr.  Chance,  three,  lib.  8jz, 
On  May  26  Mr.  Moss,  eleven  fish,  61b.  ;  Colonel  Donciater, 
four,  21b  2oz  ;  Mr.  Chance  caught  eleven  river  fish.  On 
May  29  Colonel  and  Mrs.  DoLcister  took  eleven  fish, 
61b.  4  z  ;  Mr.  Davy,  six,  31b.  8jz.  ;  Mr.  Chance,  three, 
IJIb.  J[r.  Garside,  in  the  sixteen  days  he  was  here, 
killed  199  fish  weighing  1201b.  lloz.,  the  best  of  which 
weighed  21b. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tribatarles. — The  river,  taken  all  round, 
has  not  been  in  good  condition  for  trout  fishing,  floating 
weeds  and  a  dirty  to  am  covering  the  river  in  several 
districts.  At  Ware  the  water  has  been  very  much  out  of 
order,  and  sport  has  been  quiet.  Early  in  the  week  a 
trcnt  of  2Jlb.  was  caunht  at  tlie  "  Bocm,"  and  a  31b.  trout 
his  been  taken  at  Hertford.  One  or  two  trout  have 
teen  oinght  in  Oram's  water  (old  Lea),  and  dace  have 
staited  rising  to  the  fly.  I  saw  some  splendid  roach  in  this 
part  of  the  Lea  the  other  day.  Tne  secretary  of  the 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  informs  me  that  last  week 
Mr.  King,  a  member,  caught  a  trout  of  91b.  5oz.  at 
St.  Margaret's— a  splendid  fish  indeed.  The  river  holds 
a  very  fair  head  of  water,  but  is  rather  sluggish  again. 
Anglers  visiting  the  Beane  do  not  appear  to  have  required 
the  landing-net  very  often.  The  weather  has  again  been 
very  cold  at  night,  and  few  ttout  have  been  moving  either 
in  the  Lea  or  irs  tributaries. — Izaak  Walton. 

JtXLgg  and  Arrow  (Zieominster).  —  Both  these 
noted  otresms  are  now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and 
in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  turned 
baautiul  and  fine,  and  the  fish  have  been  more  on  the 
move,  and  more  flies  have  been  on  the  water.  Angling 
has  been  fairly  brisk,  and  more  rods  have  been  out,  and  if 
we  get  some  more  fine  days  there  will  be  some  good  sport 
had  in  the  holidays.  The  flies  to  use  are  the  Red  and 
Grey  Spinners,  Blue  Dan,  Alder  Yellow  Dun,  Palmer, 
and  Stone  Fly.  May  Fly  has  not  made  its  appearaica 
yet,  but  should  be  up  quickly  it  the  weather  keeps  warm. 
The  Pinsley  is  running  clear  and  in  order. — Gwynnk. 

Ln^g,  Arrow,  and  Fmsley  (Kingsiaud).— The 
May  Fly  commeccad  to  rise  to-day,  and  snowed  up  fairly 
well.  Ktckon  thit  on  Satuidiy  or  a  day  or  two  later  Mr. 
Trout  will  be  disposing  of  him.  The  riiers  are  in  grand 
order,  yet  I  think  the  season  of  this  particular  fly  will  be 
a  short  one,  the  nights  being  cold,  and  during  the  last 
winter  the  beds  of  the  rivers  were  greatly  disturbed  by 
floods,  caneiog  an  immenee  amount  of  loss  of  lartie.  May 
Fly,  Owl,  or  Aider,  Yellow  Dun,  Spinner,  and  Htwthorn 
fly  should  ba  those  to  select  from. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Bndleigli  Saltercon).— The  rains  of  last 
week  have  improved  tbe  Ijok  of  the  river,  which  is  now  in 
perfec;  order  for  fly  fishing,  but  fish  are  not  taking  at  all 
freely.  Smill  takes  at  best  were  the  order  of  the  day 
during  the  past  week,  and  absolutely  empty  baskets  were 
not  unknown.  Ose  red  at  the  end  of  last  weak  ia  said  to 
have  taken  some  good  fish  between  7  and  9  a.m.,  bat  this 
needs  corroboration.  At  Ottery,  Tipton,  and  other 
stations  on  the  river  the  evening  rise  seekers  are  in 
evidence,  and  one  angler  tells  me  he  got  a  few  good  fish 
the  other  night  as  late  as  9  p.m.  It  is,  however,  too  early 
in  tbe  season  to  think  of  night  fishing  yet  awhile.  The 
trout  are  now  in  grand  condition.  The  Iron  Blues  were  on 
the  water  on  Motdxy  last,  and  several  Alders  were  observed 
on  the  bank.  Ihe  la'ter  is  not,  however,  a  very  killing  fly 
on  this  river  as  a  general  thing — Heron. 

FljmjUth. — We  hive  had  some  welcome  showers 
dating  the  patt  week,  whicn  have  improved  the  rivers, 
altbough  the  witer  is  still  very  clear.  The  peal  are  still 
running  up,  and  there  are  several  in  the  pools.  Mr. 
Winds  ir  hdd  a  nice  c  ne,  and  another  gentleman  fishing 
with  a  Phantcm  took  one  nearly  6ib.  I  am  glad  to  notice 
that  ttiere  are  several  trout  bdlow  Lidy  Bertha,  and  they 
are  in  good  condition.  There  are  ph  n'y  also  in  the  higher 
reaches,  ard  they  only  require  a  fisherman  to  catch  them. 
Some  fine  baskets  have  also  been  reported  to  me  from  the 
Dart  atd  Meavy,  and  we  shall  have  quite  a  bevy  of  fisher- 
men on  our  various  rivers  during  the  Whitsuntide  holidays, 
s  (me  coming  from  as  far  as  CarJule. — William  Hearder. 

Bsvern,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  C*in  (Xiianym^- 
nech.). — A  few  smart  showers  of  rain  towards  the  close 
of  last  week  haa  considerably  improved  the  state  of  theee 
livers,  which  were  very  fast  becoming  too  bright  and  clear 
for  aucoeiaful  angling,  but,  in  spite  of  this  improvement  in 
the  streams,  angleis  still  complain  of  the  paucity  of  sport, 
more  especially  in  the  Severn,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
OLe  fair-tized  trout  having  recently  been  taken  from  it, 
there  is  no  recoid  of  any  sport  at  all  being  had,  and  even 
the  pike  are  now  beginning  to  fixht  shy  in  it,  and  they  will 
be  more  so  when  the  hot  weather  commences  in  earnest. 
Tbe  V'yrnwy  is  in  as  go  <d  condition  for  angling  as  could 
possibly  be  desired,  and  although  some  nice  (rout  have 
bfeu  taken  from  ittii,o<)  the  recent  rain  freithened  it  up, 
it  ij  still  a  general  complaint  amongst  anglers  on  this 
river  that  the  scarcity  of  the  usual  variety  of  flies  still 
continues,  and  very  few  fish  are  oboerved  to  rise  to  the  fly, 
even  when  the  weather  appears  to  be  most  favourable. 
E^la  are  now  on  the  run  in  this  river,  and  are  said  to  bo 
v<;ry  numerous  in  tlm  deep  and  ttill  water  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  LUnrantfTiai  i.  The  Tanat  and  Cain  are  now 
in  ezc<-llent  c^ndiiion,  and  experienced  anglers  find  not 
much  dilli'.ulty  in  coaxing  a  few  trout  to  their  destruotiop, 
and  all  trout  Ushers  in  the  Tanat  and  Vyrnwy  are  noticing 
jfhtit  very  f9w  mmleti  are  at  the  preieut  time  to  b*  leen 


in  these  rivers,  and  so  far  from  being  a  nuisancj  to  tham, 
as  in  former  years,  by  rising  in  twos  and  threes  at  their 
flies,  it  is  now  very  rarely  iudeed  that  one  is  seen  doing  so, 
which  is  a  very  gloomy  prospect  for  salmon  anglers  of  the 
future. — Vyrnwy. 

Bnssex  titreams  and  Bivers.— The  persistent  north- 
easterly wind  has  put  trout  anglers  in  the  south  out  of 
heart,  and  mauy  have  laid  rods  by  until  the  opening  of  the 
coarse  fish  eeasc  n.  There  is  scarcely  a  fly  to  be  seen  on 
the  Adur  or  Ouse,  and  the  few  trout  that  have  been  taken 
at  Hamsey  and  in  the  tributaries  have  succumbed  to  worm 
or  minnow.  The  Rother  has  been  tried  on  several  days,  but 
a  brace  of  fair -sized  fish  is  a  rarity.  The  West  Sussex 
streams  are  not  yieloiog  any  sport,  and,  nnlees  the  weather 
changes  with  a  southerly  wind,  sport  duiing  the  holidays 
will  be  a  delusion.  Those  anglers  who  are  near  the 
harbours  get  fair  sport  amoog  smelt,  flatfish ,  and  small  bass. 
It  keeps  one's  hand  in,  and  the  toothsome  erne  It  are  not  to 
be  despised  as  a  table  delicacy.  Chichester  canal  is 
teeming  with  fish  of  all  kiuds,  and  with  suitable  weather 
good  sport  should  be  obtained  on  the  opening. — George 
F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Deyon).— Although  we  have  had  some 
good  showers  and  sunshine,  the  fishing  has  not  been  very 
good.  I  siw  a  small  mill-stream  turned  out  to  clear  of 
weeds,  and  only  twelve  very  small  fish  were  in  it.  much  to 
the  miller's  surprise.  The  net  salmon  men  have  not 
caught  up  to  the  average.  The  hounds  have  killed  two 
more  large  otters. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Iindlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  ia  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  splendid  order  for 
fishing.  It  is,  in  fact,  in  better  order  than  it  has  been  for 
months,  and  the  weather  has  changed,  warm,  and  suitable 
for  angling.  A  good  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  have 
tried  fly,  bottom,  and  minnow  fishing,  and,  the  water 
having  been  refreshed  by  last  week's  rain,  the  fish  have 
been  rising  better,  and  have  taken  the  fly  well.  The  best 
flies  to  use  are  the  Blue  Dun,  Rtd,  Brown,  and  Grey 
Spinners,  Alder,  Stone  Fly,  Iron  Blue  Palmer,  Yellow 
Dun,  and  Hardy  Brown.  Worm  has  been  best  for  bottom 
fishing.  May  Fly  have  not  put  in  an  appearance  yet.  In 
fact,  the  caddis  grub  have  not  been  seep  on  the  beds  of 
the  river,  the  water  and  weather  having  been  so  cold  up  to 
this  week,  but  we  may  now  hear  of  them  being  up  soon. 
At  the  end  of  last  week  an  angler  landed  a  fine  trout 
scaling  21b.  On  Monday  a  good  dish  of  treat  toiling 
4:b.  lOiZ.  were  landed.  With  the  minnow  some  nice  fish 
have  been  landed.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing,  and  some  good  sport  has  been  had  in  them  with  fly 
atd  bottom  baits.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— 1  he  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
very  much  improved,  and  the  water  is  in  good  order  for 
fishing,  being  cUar  acd  a  m'ce  level.  The  change  in  the 
weather  has  been  for  the  better,  and  the  trout  have  been 
more  on  the  feed  and  have  been  rising  well  at  the  fly.  A 
good  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of 
fish  landed,  and  with  contiuued  warm  weather  there 
should  be  good  sport  had  in  this  part.  There  has  been  no 
signs  of  lb 3  May  Fly  in  this  part  as  yet,  no  doubt  owing 
to  the  spell  of  cold  weather  which  kept  them  back.  The 
prospects  for  sport  are  good.  Tbe  Rea,  Kyre,  and 
Ledwjohe  are  dear. — Worcester. 

ITsk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).— Daring 
the  last  couple  of  weeks  the  rivers  have  been  in  very  good 
order  for  fishing.  Several  very  good  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  caught  with  the  worm  and  minnow.  Dr. 
Edwards,  during  his  eight  days'  fly  fishing  here,  caught 
over  301b.  of  trout.  His  best  basket  was  6ilb.,  while 
fishing  up  the  Cray  on  Monday,  and  nearly  the  same 
weight  on  Tuesday  on  the  Usk.  They  were  the  best 
baskets  I  have  seen  caught  with  the  fly  this  season  yet. 
Tbere  have  been  a  few  salmon  caught  above  Brecon  this 
Ecason,  bat  none  here  jet. — Pontsenny. 

Wttham,  Ac  (MKi-Iitouojiiianire).— There  is  not 
much  to  be  said  for  tbe  angling  of  this  district  at  the 
present  time.  Experts  now  and  again  get  hold  of  a  few 
brace  of  trout,  from  streams  which  run  from  the  higher 
district  about  Market  Razen,  but  the  sport  has  been 
disappointing  to  those  who  live  in  the  district.  Subscribers 
to  these  waters  are  mostly  fly  fishermen.  Persons  who 
visit  thete  waters,  or  rather,  the  waters  of  the  Witham,  in 
the  summer  time  are  getting  anxious  as  to  their  prospects 
after  June  15.  Many  are  regretting  that  the  holidays  are 
not  a  week  later,  so  that  tney  might  take  a  turn  at  the 
riverside.  This,  however,  will  make  no  grrat  matter,  for 
the  Witham  fish  will  have  to  improve  wonderfully  to  get 
lack  into  the  river  for  that  date.  The  spawning  season, 
though  late,  ie  anticipated  to  have  been  a  good  one,  owing 
to  the  absence  of  floods  and  disturbed  water. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire).  —  The  long- 
desired  change  in  the  weather  now  appears  to  have  taken 
a  favourable  turn,  and  anglers  generally  are  taking 
advantage  of  it.  Those  who  have  fished  the  Wye  and 
upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent  have  obtained  a  few  nice 
fish  ;  also  the  Darley  Dale  Club's  water  has  yielded  better 
sport.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Association's  water 
has  afforded  a  few  nice  fish.  One  gentleman  (a  visitor) 
one  brac3.  Mr,  II.  Buxton,  on  Tuesday  night,  took  three 
very  nice  fish.  As  the  natural  flies  are  more  u u  merous 
fish  are  rising  better.  The  May  Fly  has  not  made  its 
appearance  at  present.  The  prospect  is  fairly  good  for 
Whitsuntide  holiday  anglers.  Useful  flies :  Olive  Duns, 
Yellow  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy  on  a  clear  day,  Hare's  Ear, 
Di)tterel,  and  Saud  Fly  for  evening. —  Dottkukl. 

Tore,  8wal«,  Wharte,  Nidd,  Darw  nt,  S-alby 
Beck,  fto.  (Yorkshixe). — I  have  been  spending  a  few 
days  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Scarborough,  but  1  found 
the  latter  beck  and  other  trout  abreama  in  the  neighbour- 
hood that  dead  low  and  the  sport  so  bud  (like  it  has  been 
everywhere  else  thia  season  ao  far)  that  there  was  no 
inducement  to  put  a  rod  together,  Mr.  Clarke,  the  well- 
known  natnraliit  and  angler,  infornied  0)9  that  it  has  been 


the  worse  aeason  he  remembers.  However,  I  enjoyed  my 
holiday  along  the  emst  line,  and  the  following  particulars 
respecting  the  fishing,  which  I  extract  from  the  "  Scar- 
borough and  Whitby  Railway  Guide,"  may  be  of  interest 
to  anglers  visiting  Scarborough,  viz.  :  "  Soalby  Beck, 
wlich  runs  past  the  village  of  Scalby.  s  a  strictly  pre- 
served trout  stream.  It  is  all  in  the  hands  of  one  club, 
but  day  tickets  may  be  obtained.  Burniston  B^ck,  which 
runs  between  the  villages  of  Burniston  and  Cloughton,  is 
also  a  trout  stream  and  preserved,  no  day  tickets  being 
issned.  The  stream  in  Hayburn  Wyke  is  full  of  trout, 
which  may  be  angled  for  on  payment  of  6d.  per  day  at  the 
hotel  adjoining  the  railway  station.  Unfortunately  the 
stream  is  very  heavily  wooded,  and  fly  fishing  is  impossible  ; 
but  some  remarkable  baskets  of  little  burn  trout  may 
be  had  with  up-stream  worm.  The  best  plan  after 
the  payment  of  the  6d  ia  to  walk  through  the  grounds  to 
the  sea  and  commence  fishing  up  with  a  very  short  line. 
Probably  half  a  dozen  to  a  dozen  brace  will  have  fallen  to 
the  angler  by  the  time  he  reaches  the  junction  of  Stainton- 
cale  and  Thorney  Becks,  which  form  the  stream  in  the 
Wyke.  He  should  take  the  brook  on  the  left,  which  is 
Thorney  Beck,  and  fieh  it  as  far  up  as  the  railway  tunnel, 
then,  retracing  his  steps,  fish  up  Staintondale  Beck  as  far 
as  the  railway  station.  It  is  not  an  uLoommon  thing  for 
anglers  to  make  a  basket  from  ten  to  forty  brace  with  the 
worm  or  minnow.  There  is  very  little  water  in  these 
streams,  except  when  there  have  been  heavy  rains  on  the 
moors  above,  but  the  lack  of  water  should  not  deter  the 
angler,  for  he  will  get  good  sport  if  he  fishes  carefully. 
The  trout  average  alrout  five  or  six  to  the  lb.  Sometimes, 
of  course,  a  heavy  trout  is  taken,  but  fish  above  Jib.  are 
exceptionally  scarce.  Where  the  water  from  the  burn 
empties  into  the  sea,  forming  a  pretty  cascade,  there  is  a 
small  pool  on  the  pebbles  of  the  sea-shore.  This  at  high 
tide  is  often  filled  with  silt  water,  yet  there  are  a  lot 
of  trout  which  have  been  washed  over  the  rocks  into  it, 
and  late  in  the  year  sea  trout  and  bull  trout  get  into  the 
pool  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  surmount  the  breeding 
ground.  They  may  be  taken  with  either  fly,  minnow,  or 
worm.  The  tiver  Derwent,  which  empties  into  the  Ouse 
below  the  city  of  York,  rises  on  Whitby  Moors,  and  has 
many  feeders,  both  the  main  stream  and  feeders  being 
most  easily  reached  from  the  stations  on  the  Soarborongh 
and  Whitby  line.  Harwood  Dale  is  a  favourite  place  with 
trout  and  grayling  fishers,  and  it  is  most  conveniently 
reached  from  Cloughton.  Elwatth  Castle  and  Black 
Becks  empty  into  the  higher  part  of  Harwood  Dale,  and 
the  fishing  in  that  district  is  good ;  certainly  the  trout  run 
small,  but  as  the  streams  are  miles  from  even  a  village, 
the  fish  are  not  much  harried,  and  therefore  easy  to  catch. 
From  Staintondale  or  Ravensoar  an  hour's  walk  due  west 
over  the  moor  lands  the  angler  upon  one  of  the  streams, 
and  he  will  be  hard  to  please  if  he  does  not  enjoy  both  the 
exhilarating  walk,  the  wild  country,  and  the  passable 
sport.  There  are  two  or  three  little  bums  which  empty 
into  Robin  Hood's  Bay,  all  of  which  ontain  brown  trout 
and  bull  trout  in  season.  Permission  to  fish  is  readily 
granted  by  the  farmers."  The  wind  is  due  north,  and 
the  weather  generally  as  cold  and  cheerless  as  it  well  can 
be.  For  all  that  the  country  looka  beautiful,  as  the 
spring  foliage  of  all  our  trees,  excepting  the  ash  and  oak, 
is  now  at  its  best,  and  the  river  brims  resplendent 
with  wild  flowers.  What  we  require,  however, 
to  improve  sport  is  a  rainy  day  or  two  and  warmer 
weather,  and  nntil  we  get  it  anglers  will  continue 
to  grumble.  The  freshets  of  last  week  were 
rather  partial,  and  of  a  transient  description.  The  Yore 
ia  again  running  low,  but  is  not  in  bad  trim.  Spott  in  the 
waters  of  the  Hawes  and  Wenelejdale  Associations  has 
only  been  moderate;  but  a  well-known  fly  fisher,  Mr.  R. 
Hutton  Squire,  has  been  out  recently  in  the  lower  part 
of  Wensleydale,  bat  he  has  had  only  moderate  sport.  The 
Blue  Dun  fished  best ;  but,  like  a  good  many  more  anglers, 
he  complained  of  the  large  numbers  of  small-sized  trout 
which  were  taken,  rose  to  his  flies,  were  hooked,  and  had 
to  be  returned  to  their  native  element.  At  Masham  Mr. 
J.  Carter  has  had  capital  sport  with  the  fly,  securing  on 
two  dajs  upwards  of  thirty  trout,  and  on  Tuesday  thirteen 
grand  fish.  Sport  up  the  Swale  has  not  been  good ;  some 
of  the  tributaries  have,  however,  fished  fairly  well. 
Mr.  Moughan  got  twenty  last  Friday  in  a  private  portion 
of  the  Barton  Beck.  He  killed  all  hia  fish  with  the 
March  Brown  and  Blue  Hawk.  All  took  the  wet  in 
pieference  to  the  dry  fly.  I  saw  the  fish,  which  would 
average  ilb.,  and  some  of  them  were  evidently  a  Lochleven 
cross,  so  that  the  trout  of  the  last-named  variety 
introduced  by  D'Arcy  Wyvill,  Efq.,  some  years  ago  have 
served  the  purpose  Mr.  Wyvill  intended.  Mr.  Maughan 
saw  very  few  flies,  and  aays  he  could  find  very  few  of  the 
Drake  caddis,  so  that  it  is  evident  this  fly  will  not  be 
plentiful  on  this  stream.  Several  Black  Ox  Club  anglers 
have  been  out  on  their  stretch  of  water,  but  sport  has 
been  very  moderate  iudeed,  and  very  few  good  tish  have 
been  taken.  A  couple  of  Northallerton  anglers  were 
fortunate  enough  to  creel  a  couple  of  trout  weighing  over 
§lb.  each.  My  Northallerton  correspondent  says:  "At 
last  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  are  wakening  up  to  the 
fact  that  watchers,  or  more  properly  speaking,  water 
bailiffs,  are  necessary  to  protect  the  streams,  suc'a  na  the 
Swale,  the  Wiske,  Bedale  Beck,  &o.,  and  they  have 
appointed  aeveral  p  ilioemen  water  bailiffs,  and  em- 
powered them  to  keep  a  sharp  look  out  to  see  all 
anglers  are  duly  provided  with  licei  ces.  Thoy  will 
also,  it  ia  to  be  hoped,  take  notice  of  some  unscrupulona 
ai  glers  who  pay  no  attention  to  close  time,  but  take 
all  that  comes  to  their  net.  In  past  ] e irs  a  good  many 
anglers  spent  their  time  fishing  Uuring  the  Whitsuntide 
holidays,  and  on  the  Swale  in  particular  a  ^ood  many  fish 
which  are  out  of  season  ure  caught.  The  miimation  that 
the  polios  have  been  appointed  water  baililfs  may, 
perhaps,  deter  some  of  theae  offenders  from  infringing  the 
clone  time  Aot.  I  found  the  Upper  Yore  very  low  aga(t) 
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to-day,  and  I  had  to  fish  hard  to  get  a  few  trout.  There 
is  Btiil  a  scarcity  of  fly,  owiog  to  the  lack  of  snnshine  and 
the  cold  north  wind.  J  Blades  writes  from  Bawea  that 
■port  has  improved  there,  and  some  nice  baskets  have 
been  made  with  the  "p-stream  wf  rm,  also  with  the  fly. 
The  Yellow  Sally,  Needle  Brown,  and  Yellow-legged 
Bloa.  are  on  the  water  ;  th^ee,  with  the  Oraoge  Partridge 
and  Warerhen  Bloa,  should  kill  well  next  week.— J.  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
streer,  Leeds. 

By  Telegraph.— On  Yorkshire  rivers,  considering  their 
clear  state  and  the  bitter  cold  north  wind,  soort  is  not 
bad,  and  some  nice  fish  were  caught  with  ths  Miller's 
Thumb  D»7on  on  Wi  diesday,  one  trout  from  the  Yore 
weighing  2Jlb.  The  Yellow  Tally,  which  generally  makes 
its  appsarance  a  fortnight  before  the  Stone  Fly  or  the 
May  Fly,  is  on,  eo  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  any  May 
Fly  fishing  for  Whitsuntide  holidays.— J.  B.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— Trout  angling  was  commenced  here  last  week  by  Messrs. 
Moore  and  Edmundson,  Kiikby  Lonsdale.  On  May  23 
they  fished  Loch  Boarlan,  and  made  a  tasket  of  forty-two 
trout,  111b.  On  24th,  on  Loch  urigill,  they  landed  eleven 
dozen,  36ilb.  Oa  2oth,  on  Loob  Urigill,  they  caught  eight 
dozen,  261b.  On  26th,  Messrg.  Bell  and  Collings,  Edinburgh, 
fished  Loch  Cama,  and  got  thirty-four  trout,  SJlb. ;  Messrg. 
Bell  and  Thompson,  Edinburgh,  on  Loch  Urigill,  seven 
dozen,  251b. ;  and  Messrs.  Moore  and  Edmundson,  on  Loch 
Cama,  ninety-four  trout,  30Ib. ;  total  for  the  day,  212 
trout,  63Jlb. ;  and  for  the  four  days,  482  trout,  1371b. , 
which  is  a  very  promising  commencement,  seeing  that  only 
a  few  reds  were  out  on  the  first  two  days. — B. 

Border  £sk  and  Iiiddle. — There  have  been  some 
grand  rains  since  last  report.  Although  the  steady  down- 
pour at  intervals  caused  both  rivers  to  rise  considerably,  a 
real  bang-up  flood  sciroely  resulted— such  a  fljod,  for 
instance,  as  that  which  took  place  away  back  in  the 
forties,  when  the  present  scribe  was  a  wee  callant,  still 
remembered  by  veteran  anglers  and  other  old  stagers  as 
the  "  Thunnery  Common  riding,"  the  flotd  having  come 
to  pass  on  the  night  of  that  time-honoured  gathering  on 
the  Duke  of  Baccleuch's  Castle  Holme,  charmingly 
situated  between  the  Esk  and  Ewes  rivers,  and  close  to  the 
junction  of  the  two  streams  above  Langholm  Bridge.  A 
May  flood,  which  is  regarded  by  anglers  as  a  sign  of  a 
Bucoessful  season,  is  always  welcomed  both  by  anglers  and 
arable  land  farmers.  As  the  cid  "  saw  "  has  it,  "  A  leaky 
May  and  a  warm  June  bring  harst  (harvest)  soon."  In  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Esk  numerous  baskets,  weighing  Sib. 
up  to  121b.  of  yellow  trout,  have  been  got ;  and  on  the 
tributaries,  such  as  the  Ewes,  Tarras,  and  Meg?at,  catches 
of  81b  and  lOib.  have  been  f  requant  by  visitors  staying  at  the 
Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  which  Mr,  Wm.  Douglas,  the 
worthy  proprietor,  tells  me  is  now  rapidly  filling  with 
eager  aijglers  all  anzicus  to  fish  in  any  and  every  known 
stream  in  Dumfriesshire.  The  coaching  tours,  I  am 
pleased  to  announce,  will  be  in  full  swing  next  week.  The 
first  run — a  thirty  miles  one — to  Eskdalemnir  and  back  by 
the  fine  mail  coach  denominated  the  "  Flower  of  Eskdale  " 
will  probably  be  driven  by  Mr.  Donglas  himself,  who  is  a 
Jehu  of  the  first  water.  These  coaches,  by  the  way,  will 
cover  all  the  Border  rivers  on  the  Scottish  side  of  the 
"  Mairch  Dyke,"  the  dividing  liue  between  England  and 
Scotland.  By  the  way,  bait  fishing  opened  yesterday, 
June  1,  on  the  whole  of  the  rivers  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Eek  atd  Liddle  Fisheries  Association  under  auspicious 
conditions,  as  angling  prospects  are  now  good. 
Sea  trout  are  running  freely  to  the  upper  waters, 
and  a  good  many  captures  have  been  made  all  along 
the  river.  Fishing  on  Langholm  water,  Mr.  A.  Johnstone 
caught  a  fine  sea  trout ;  Mr.  A.  McMillan  had  one ;  and 
Dr.  Atflsrion,  Esk  Bank,  Canonbie,  caught  a  sea  trout 
weighing  close  on  21b. ;  Mr.  F.  Story,  Sunderland,  had 
one  weighing  lib. ;  Mr.  Laidlaw  caught  a  sea  trout  opposite 
the  distillery,  and  one  in  Westerkirk  water  close  to  the 
famous  KiBg  Pool  at  the  junction  of  ths  Black  and  White 
Esk,  also  several  yellow  trout.  Salmon  are  not  taking  the 
fly  ;  indeed,  there  will  be  few  salmon  caught  either  in  the 
Esk  or  Liddle  until  the  autumn.  Mr.  G.  Grant  had  a  sea 
trout  and  some  yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water ;  Mr. 
Tweedie  had  two  sea  trout,  one  weighing  21b.,  in  the  uppar 
reaches  with  worm  ;  Mr.  H.  Fowler  had  a  grand  basket  of 
yellow  trout  in  the  same  water ;  Mr.  Bevan  caught  three 
sea  trout  below  Glenferra  ;  Dr.  Mason  caught  two  dozen 
yellow  in  Tarras;  Mr.  Hotson,  staying  at  the  Eskdale 
Hotel,  Langholm,  had  several  baskets  of  yellow  trout  and 
some  chub  in  the  Willow  Pool ;  Mr.  J.  Graham  creeled  three 
sea  trout  in  Canonbie  water,  and  some  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout ;  Mr.  B.  Johnstone  had  a  sea  trout 
and  some  yellow  trout  in  Knotty  holm  stream  j  Mr.  R. 
Steel  had  two  sea  trout  in  Byrebnrn  Foot  water ; 
and  Mr.  Graham  had  a  sea  trout  and  some  yellow  trout 
opposite  Gilncckie  tower.  A  gentleman  from  London, 
staying  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  hashed  three 
sea  trout  in  the  Long  Pool,  and  some  yellow  trout  in 
Prior  Pool,  close  to  the  hotel.  Up  to  the  present  little 
has  been  done  either  in  the  Duke  of  Bucclench's  reserved 
water,  the  Netherby  preserves,  or  the  Broomholm  waters. 
Mr.  Foster,  staying  at  Longtown,had  a  basket  of  yellow 
trout  between  Longtown  and  the  Metal  Bridge.  Mr. 
Tweedie,  Longtown,  had  two  sea  trout  and  some  yellow 
trou  below  bridge.  Mr.  Mason  and  some  gentlemen  from 
Carlisle  have  had  fair  sport  in  the  Metal  Bridge  water. 
Bome_  good  catchea  of  salmon  were  made  in  the  Solway 
nets  in  the  early  part  of  the  week.  Last  week-end  the 
best  haul  of  the  season  was  made  in  the  nets ;  the  run  did 
not,  however,  last  more  than  a  couple  of  tides.  The  drift 
nets  had  a  share  in  the  run  of  salmon,  though  the  boats  had 
DO  large  hauls.  Sea  trout  in  the  Solway  are  only  showing 
in  disappointing  numbers.    The  cold  weather  and  east 


winds  have  kept  the  trout  away  from  the  shallow  waters. 
Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  Mr.  Jas.  Graham  had  several  creels 
of  yellow  trout,  and  two  sea  trout  below  the  Inch.  Mr. 
Jardine,  Canonbie,  had  one  sea  trout,  and  a  good  catch  of 
yellow  trout  clote  to  the  viaduct.  Mr.  John  Little, 
Canonbi»,  had  a  good  basket  of  ypllow  trout  in  Damfoot 
pool,  Liddle  water;  and  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Canonbie,  caught 
one  and  a  half  dczen  yellow  trout  opposite  the  Roman 
C4mp,  from  the  Canonbie  Lea  side  of  tbe  water.  Messrs. 
Nichol,  M.  Oliver,  T.  Slothart,  and  others,  have  made 
good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Liddle,  and  Mr.  Haig,  Jedburgh,  has  done  well  with 
yellow  trout  in  the  Hermitage  water  near  its  junction  with 
the  Liddle.  At  time  of  writing  rain  is  threatening. — 
Gilncckie. 

Carrou,    Easter    R.-BS  (Arig&j,  N.B.).— The 

river  is  low  and  the  weather  too  bright  for  angling,  and 
very  little  sport  has  been  got  since  last  reported.  The 
best  take  for  the  past  week  was  by  Mr.  W.  Allis  Smith,  of 
Glencalvie,  who  landed  five  salmon  on  the  Glencalvie 
waters,  which  are  at  the  very  head  of  the  river.  On 
Tuesday,  this  week,  Mrs.  Oakley,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel, 
landed  an  81b.  salmon  on  the  Craigs  (Invereharron)  water. 
Very  little  else  done.    Weather  bright  and  Ecjrchin?. — B. 

DsTeron  (Banffslxire).— Poor  sport  has  been  obtained 
by  anglers  during  the  past  week.  The  river  is  running 
exceedingly  low,  and  clear  as  a  mirror.  At  the  entrance 
from  the  sea  the  channel  is  getting  silted  up,  and  until  a 
heavy  spate  sets  in  to  clear  out  the  debris  few  fish  will 
enter  the  river.  On  the  Beldorn^y  section,  on  May  22, 
Mr.  Lindsay  had  two  salmon  of  101b.  and  7 Jib.,  and  on 
May  26  he  had  a  nice  fish  of  16Jlb.  The  net  fishermen  are 
getting  so  few  fish  up  the  river  that  most  of  their  time  is 
taken  up  on  the  lower  part  of  the  river  netting  trout. 
They  capture  a  number  daily  weighing  between  lib.  and 
21b.  As  this  is  the  part  of  the  river  where  anglers  are 
allowed  free  access  the  constant  netting  has  almost  killed 
thnr  sport.  In  the  end  of  last  week  half  a  dozen  of  fine 
grilse  of  about  an  average  weight  of  41b.  were  taken  from 
the  bag  nets  on  the  coast.  It  is  expected  that  they  will 
soon  be  got  on  the  river.  The  yield  of  eilmon  from  the 
bi-g  nets  at  the  various  stations  for  the  past  week  was 
fairly  good.  Several  of  the  fish  weighed  over  201b.,  and 
the  average  101b.    There  is  no  appearance  of  disease. 

Inohuadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— May  21,  Mr. 
Davia,  London,  Loch  Afsjnt,  five  trout,  51b. ;  Mr  Faid, 
Edinburgh,  Loch  Awe,  ten  trout,  5lb.  22od,  Mr.  Crois, 
Glasgow,  Loch  Awe,  eighteen  trout,  91b.  23rd,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Davis,  London,  Loch  Awe,  thirty-eight  trout,  141b. 
24th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis,  London,  Loch  Assynt,  six 
trout,  6!b. ;  Mr.  Faid,  Edinburgh,  Loch  Awe,  fifteen  trout, 
61b. ;  Mr.  Fdid,  Edinburgh,  River  Inver,  six  trout,  SJlb. 
Fish  are  in  excellent  conditioa,  and  prospects  good. — 
W.  Wallace. 

Lotlis  farraline  and  Garth.— For  the  past  three 
weeks  the  weather  generally  has  been  very  cold,  and  sport 
in  consequence  has  suffered.  The  following  baskets  have 
been  got  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Parsons :  May  3  to  May  8,  seven 
trout,  3ilb. ;  twelve,  7lb.  ;  eight,  5|lb; ;  eight,  4|lb. 
(largest  lib.  5cz);  seventeen,  9}lb.  (largest  lib.  9oz.). 
May  8,  Mr.  Jefferson,  three  trout,  2lb.  Icz.  (largest 
lib.  14iz.).  Messrs.  Parsons  and  Jefferson,  May  9  to 
May  15,  sevtntefn  trout,  131b.  7oz.  (largest  21b.  6:z.); 
seventeen,  101b.  6oz.  (largest  51b.  loz  ) ;  fourteen,  61b.  4oz. ; 
seven,  3|lb. ;  six,  4Jib. ;  twenty-three,  16ib.  (largest 
21b.  2oz  ).  May  15.  Mr.  A.  McTavish,  eighteen  trout, 
weighing  151b.  16th,  Capt.  Cowans,  fifteen  trout, 
111b.  ;  Messrs.  Parsons  and  Jefferson,  seventeen  trcut, 
9ib.  17ch,  Messrs.  Parsons  and  Jefferson,  twenty-two 
trout,  IHlb  (largest  weighing  about  2ib.).  17th,  Capt. 
Cowans  twenty  trout.  18ch,  Mr.  Jt-fferson,  for  two  hours, 
about  3|lb.  19»h  to  22nd,  Mr.  Parsons,  twelve  trout, 
3|lb. ;  seven,  4|lb.  (for  two  hours  only)  ;  twelve,  6|ib. 
(for  four  i.nd  three-quarters  hours  only). 

Loch  Katrine  (stronat  hlachar). — From  Stronach- 
lachar  Hotel  the  Aberfojle  Club  held  their  annual  compe- 
tition on  this  loch  on  Saturday,  May  26.  The  following 
was  the  result:  1st,  Mr.  D.  Keir,  sixteen  trout;  2Qd, 
Mr.  J.  Keir,  fifteen ;  3rd,  Mr.  S.  Sinclair,  twelve ;  4!;h, 
Mr.  Robt.  Keir,  eight;  5th,  Mr.  D.  Scott,  seven.  Mr. 
Walker  had  a  prize  tor  the  heaviest  trout.  Private  parties 
had  the  following  takes:  Mr.  Howard,  ten  trout;  Mr. 
Richardson,  seven  ;  Hon.  John  Fraser,  six  ;  Sir  William 
Marsh,  three ;  Mr.  Drayson,  three ;  and  Mr.  Thomson, 
on  Loch  Chon,  had  nine  trout.  On  May  28,  Mr.  Howard 
and  Mr.  Kemp-Welch,  in  one  boat,  had  twenty-one  nice 
trout,  weighing  7ilb.  On  May  29,  Mr.  Thomson  and 
friend  had  twenty-three  trout ;  Sir  William  Marth, 
eight ;  Mr.  Drayson,  seven ;  Hon.  John  Fraser,  three 
trout.  On  May  23,  Mr.  James  Menzie,  Stirling,  and 
friend  had  fifty  trout,  weighing  20ilb.  ;  Mr.  Jamieson  and 
Mr.  Thomson,  thirty-five  trout;  Mr.  Howard,  six;  Mrs. 
Richardson,  seven ;  and  Mr.  McFarlane  (half  day),  fifteen. 
On  May  24,  Mr.  Thomson  and  friend,  forty-three ;  Mr. 
Howard  and  frieni,  twenty;  Mr.  Grant,  nineteen;  Mr. 
McFarlane,  nice ;  Mr.  Wood,  seven;  and  Mr.  Buchanan 
(two  hours),  three.  On  May  25,  Mr.  Neale  Thomson 
and  friend,  on  Loch  Chon,  sixteen  trout,  weighing  7ilb. ; 
Mr.  Howard,  on  Loch  Katrine,  ten ;  Mrs.  Richardson, 
nine;  Mr.  Wood,  eight;  Mr.  Buchanan,  seven  ;  and  Mr. 
McFarlane  (half  day),  five. 

Loohness  (Fojeis  Hotel).— Fishing  from  Foyers 
Hotel,  on  Lech  Mhor,  on  May  21,  Major-Gen.  Briggs, 
twenty-one  trout,  9Jlb.,  and  on  May  22nd,  nine,  5|lb. 
On  May  22,  Mr.  Egerton  Hardinge  and  Mr.  Wood,  four, 
21b.  On  May  23,  Messrs.  Hardinge  and  Wood,  six,  31b. ; 
and  Gen.  Br:ggs,  thirteen,  6|lb.  ;  Capt.  Walsh  and  Mr. 
Morgan,  of  Cheltenham,  three,  3lb. ;  and  Mr.  Shaw,  four, 
41b.  On  May  24,  Mr.  Sbaw,  six,  4ilb. ;  Messrs.  Hardinge 
and  Wood,  nineteen,  12lb. ;  Capt.  Walsh  and  Mr.  Morgan, 
fourteen,  lOiib.,  one  a  fine  fish  cf  2ilb.  On  May  25, 
Messrs.  Hardinge  and  Wood,  fourteen,  12Jlb. ;  Mr.  Shaw, 
five,  3ilb. ;  Mr.  Morgan  and  Capt.  Walsh,  six,  4Jlb.  On 


May  26,  Capt.  Walsh  and  Mr.  Morgan,  eight,  61b. ; 
and  Messrs.  Hardinge  and  Wood,  tweiity-one,  lllb.  A 
large  number  or  these  trout  weighed  over  2ib.  each,  and 
were  all  taken  with  the  fly — S.  Tilbtox. 

Loohleveu  (KiniOBs).- The  pjst  week  h-is  yielded 
the  best  sport  of  the  season  her-j,  over  1400  trrjut  being 
captured  by  the  anglers,  or  over  9ewt.  of  trout.  The 
weather  has  been  showery  and  mild.  The  first  prize 
winners  in  the  CTmpeting  clubs  were:  Mr.  H.  W.  Allan 
(Glasgow  Western),  eightefn  trout,  lllb.  2  z.  ;  Mr.  A, 
Morrison  (Paisley  Rowbank),  twelve,  101b.  13oz.  ;  Mr. 
McDuff  (Bothwell  and  Blantyre),  seventeen  trout, 
131b.  5oz  ;  Mr.  C.  Bkir  (Glasgow  Wanderers),  twenty, 
one  trout,  131b.  loz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Scotland  (Dunblane),  three 
trout,  21b.  13i  7,.  A  match  was  held  between  the  Bridge 
of  Allan  and  Edinburgh  Amateur  Clubs,  and  resultel  in 
a  win  for  Bridge  of  Allan  by  31b  9oz.  Piivat*  parties  : 
Messrs.  A.  and  J.  Kennedy  and  Mr.  Adair,  Edinburgh, 
thirty-nine  trout,  2.->lb.  ;  Messrs.  Horsfall,  Mcffat,  thirty 
trcut,  191b.  ;  Mr.  Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan,  twenty 
trout,  161b.  12oz. ;  Sir  Henry  Stokes  creeled  in  three 
days  forty-five  trout,  311b.  ;  Mr.  Bruoa,  York,  had, 
in  two  days,  twenty-eight  trout,  201b  4oz.  ;  MrT  and  Mrs. 
Laird,  London,  twenty-three  trout,  161b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  R.  L, 
Garnett,  Wyreside,  Leicester,  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Townshend, 
Cheltenham,  secured,  in  four  days,  seventy-one  trout, 
561b.  8  tz.  ;  Mr.  Menzies,  Saltcoats,  in  two  days,  had  forty- 
nine  trout,  311b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Watson,  Cowdenbeath, 
twenty-five  trout,  161b.  8  z  ;  Mr.  Paton,  Lf  ngforgan, 
twenty  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Pullar,  BtiJge  of  Allan,  thirty- 
one  trout,  20ib.  ;  Mr.  Young,  Aberdour,  in  two  days, 
thirty-one  trout,  29ib.  ;  Mr.  J.  Gordon,  Glasgow, 
eighteen  trout,  151b.  ;  Mr.  H.  Martin,  Larbert,  fifteen 
trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Riddell,  London,  two  dajs,  forty-six 
trout,  3Glb.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Learmouth,  Falkirk,  twenty  trout, 
151b.  4jz.  ;  Mr.  Sloan.  Glasgow,  twenty-two  trout,  lO^b. ; 
Mr.  J.  P.  Hardie,  Edinburgh,  in  three  days,  sixtj-five 
trout,  481b.  ;  Mr.  Galloway  and  Mr.  Lewis  S  Soence, 
Edinburgh,  twenty-six  trout,  181b.  ;  Mr.  Willie  Walker, 
Edinburgh,  seventeen  trout,  131b  8  z  ;  Mr.  Blair  and 
Mr.  Ferguson,  Edinburgh,  seventeen  trout,  14lb.  ;  Mr. 
Anderson,  Ediuburgh,  ten  trout.  101b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Dempster, 
Glasgow,  twenty  trout,  14!b.  8  z  ;  Mr.  A.  G.  Portions, 
Alva,  twelve  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  G.  P.ip  e,  P^rth,  nineteen 
trout,  14.b. ;  Mr.  McGowan,  Edinburgh,  twenty-one 
trout,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Laird,  E jinburgh,  fourtern  trout,  lOib, ; 
Mr.  Burdon,  La'swade,  fourteen  trout,  101b.  8oz  ;  Mr. 
Heslop,  Edinburgh,  fourteen  trout,  lllb.  —  Robert 
Laing 

Loch  Migdale  (Bonarhridg^,  Sutherland).— 

The  first  basket  of  the  season  was  made  on  Tuesday  by 
Messrs.  Macpbeison  and  Mackerzie,  Bridge  Hotel,  who 
larded  over  two  dczen  nice  trout,  averaging  about  ^Ib.  It 
was  from  ova  taken  from  this  loch  and  hatched  in  a  local 
hatchery  that  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  Skibo  Castle,  stocked 
his  latest  artificial  lech  with  trout. — B. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thuiso,  N.B.).— Since  la«t 
report  sport  has  been  as  follows :  On  May  12,  Oates, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  had  three  salmon  cn  Beat  No.  1.  On 
May  14  a  Skelpick  Lodge  rod  caught  a  salmon  on  No.  6  ; 
aid  Dr.  Turner,  Syre  Ledge,  one  on  No.  3.  On  May  18 
Dr.  Turner  got  one  on  No.  1 ;  and  Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lo='ge, 
four  on  No.  2.  On  May  22,  Mr.  Johnston,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  had  one  on  No.  6.  On  May  23,  Mr.  Johnston,  on 
Beats  1  and  2,  landed  three  salmon,  also  a  grilse,  the  first 
of  the  season  taken  with  the  rod.  On  May  24  Mr.  Gill 
had  three  salmon  on  No.  1;  end  Mr.  Johnston,  two  on 
No.  2.  On  May  26,  Major  Burnell  Milnes,  Dalvina  Lodge, 
had  two  on  No.  1 :  and  Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on 
No.  2.  River  now  very  low,  and  getting  lower  every  day 
up  till  Wednesday. — B. 

North  of  Scotland. — Sport  on  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Dee  has  been  quite  brisk  during  the  past  two  weeks,  and 
the  prospects  are  very  bright  for  the  next  three  weeks  at 
least.  The  river  has  fallen  considerably,  but  is  still  a  good 
angling  water,  and  a  strong  bead  of  fresh  fish  is  in  the 
pools.  On  the  Braemar  section  Colonel  Morland  has  had 
one  or  two  fish  daily  on  the  Inverciuld  water,  and  Colonel 
Fowler  somewhat  similar  sport  on  the  Fife  Arms  section. 
On  the  Balmoral  rejches  Mr.  Mather  and  other  Court 
cfficials  have  had  better  sport  since  their  arrival  last  week 
than  has  been  their  lot  these  many  years  past.  On  the 
Birkhall  waters  Capt.  J.  0.  Forbes  and  Lieutenants 
Gordon  and  Burns  have  been  cut  daily  and  killed  several 
clean-run  fish  ;  while  Mr.  Bristow  and  party,  on  the  Inver- 
ciuld reaches,  are  reported  to  be  making  heavy  bags,  the 
aggregate  being  put  at  from  ten  to  twenty  fish  occasionally. 
On  the  Cambns  O'May  Captain  GaskeU  and  Mr. 
Brassey  are  also  meeting  with  a  good  measure  of  success. 
On  the  Glentana  and  Aboyne  waters,  Sir  _Wm.  Brooks' 
guests  are  now  making  good  headway  against^  the  many 
blank  days  hitherto.  On  the  hotel  reaches  sixteen  fish 
were  creeled  last  week  scaling  from  olb.  to  27Ib.  Oj  the 
Forest  of  Birse  reaches,  Mr.  R.  Heaven  landed  one  of 
91b.,  two,  cf  81b.  and  ISlb. ;  two,  of  Tib.  and  Sib. ;  three, 
of  61b.,  121b.,  and  181b.  ;  two,  of  61b.  and  131b.,  and  one 
of  91b.  Fish  plentiful,  and  prospects  bright  till  the  middle 
of  June.  On  the  Dess  section,  Mr.  D'Arcy  Clarke  landed 
three,  of  7ib.,  81b.,  and  9ib. :  while  Lord  Garrioch  had 
three  on  Kincardine  Lodge  Ecaling  61b  ,  7ib.,and91b. ;  and 
Mr  Sidney  Jones,  seven  fish  cn  the  Borrowstone  water 
scaling  from  7ib.  to  141b.  On  tbe  Ballogie  section,  the 
Hen.  Chas  Fitzwilliamand  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Firzwilliam  hada 
combined  bag  of  eleven  fish  last  week  sqalicg  from  "lb.  to 
141b.  ;  while  Mr.  John  Biddnlph,  Carlogie,  landed  four, 
of  71b.,  71b.,  81b.,  and  91b  ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs  Drum- 
mond,  on  the  Upper  Blackball,  five  of  average  weights. 
On  the  Woodend  water,  Mr.  Joliff  is  having  grod  sport ; 
and  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  and  guests  ara  creeling  four 
and  five  fieh  daily;  while  Mr.  D.  Davidson  (two  rods) 
is  also  having  one  tnd  two  fish  dnily  on  the  Inch- 
marlo  section.  On  the  Blackball  Castle  waters  and 
'^"•athes    waters   sport   has   likewise   been   fair.  On 
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the  _  Darris  section  a  very  fine  score  has  been  run 
up  eiooi*  the  opening  of  the  season,  the  sport  on  thia  and 
the  atljoiuing  stctiona  being  qaice  uaprecedented.  and 
althoDgb  noctiiog  like  what  it  was  in  March  and  April  is 
still  fiirly  gcod.  On  the  Park  watsrs  Mr.  Geo.  Davidson 
and  party  are  getting  fish  every  day.  On  Siturday  last 
Sheriff  Robertson  creeled  a  beauty  of  18ib.  On  the  other 
sections  a  fevr  fish  are  being  landed,  but  the  main  rnn  is 
now  well  over,  and  the  waters  getting  somewhat  small. 
On  the  Don  trouting  has  been  stiff,  on  account  of  the 
adverao  winds — one  day  fairly  good  and  the  next  all  out 
of  it.  On  Siturday  Mr.  Chas.  Grahame,  on  his  Bead- 
bestcn  water,  creeled  a  fine  basket  of  yellow  trout  of 
fifteen  fieh,  heaviest  2Jlb,,  pirtly  to  the  fly  and  partly  to 
the  worm.  On  the  Fintry,  Parkhill,  Pitmedden,  and 
Kemney  eections  an  occasional  good  basket  is  being  made. 
— Salmo. 

Oyxeil  (Oykell  Bridge,  via   Lairg,  N.B.).— 

Dniing  the  past  month  canditioDS  were  so  unfavourable 
that  spor;  declined.  Fishing  from  Balnagown  Arms 
Hotel,  Mr.  St.  Vincent  Peel,  New  South  Wales,  landed  a 
gocd  tew  fish  raiging  in  weight  trom  Sib.  to  12Jlb.  On 
24th  he  landed  two,  of  81b.  and  lOIb.  The  casts  principally 
fished  were  Flag  Pool,  Fall  Pool  (on  Einig),  Buck  Pool, 
and  Stone  Pool.   Weather  this  week  hot  and  dry. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— Although  the  weather  was 
adverse  the  following  good  sport  has  been  got  by  anglers 
from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel.  On  Tuesday,  last  week, 
Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie,  Bart.,  of  Creedie,  Devonshire, 
anded  two  salmon,  of  9ib.  and  101b. ;  and  Mr.  Ferguson 
Davie,  one  of  161b.  On  Thursday  Mr.  Miles  got  an 
ll-pounder.  Sir  John  F.  Davie  landed  a  91b.  salmon  on 
Friday ;  and  on  Saturday  one  of  111b.  Monday  was 
exceptionally  stormy. — B. 

Soaih  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  have  been  in 
the  besc  ot  oroer  this  week  for  fly,  but  as  a  rule  the  sport 
among  sea  trout  has  been  very  disappointing.  Only  an 
odd  one  or  two  have  been  caught  with  fly.  As  a  matter  ot 
fact,  there  is  no  show  of  sea  trout  in  the  pools  yet.  A 
spell  of  fine  and  warm  weather  would  bting  them  away 
from  the  Solway  now.  Gentrally  the  heaviest  run  ot  sea 
trcnt  takes  place  in  June  from  the  middle  to  the  end  of 
the  mouth.  Ttiere  was  a  nice  show  ot  salmon  in  the  firth 
on  Monday  morning,  and  all  the  nets  shared  in  the  ran  at 
AnLan.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water  Mr.  A.  Bell,  Mr. 
Pasley  Dirom's  keeper,  cangbt  one  sea  trout  with  fly. 
Mr.  London  had  one  of  over  lib.,  and  several  have  been 
taken  in  the  middle  and  higher  waters.  Good  sport  was 
had  list  week  in  tihe  higher  waters  near  Wamphrey  with 
fly.  Two  Annan  anglers  had  fair  baskets  ot  yellow  trout, 
aLd  a  third  rod  had  a  big  catch.  One  yellow  trout  of  41b, 
was  taken  in  the  Wamphrey  water  last  week,  and  I  believe 
the  worm  was  the  saccegsful  lure.  There  is  a  fine  show 
of  trout  at_  present  in  the  waters  below  Moffat. 
These  waters  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Damfriessbire 
watering  town  have  been  stocked  year  after  year  by  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Craigielands,  from  his  private  hatchery  at 
Craigie  Linn,  and  many  have  grown  in',o  big  trout.  In 
the  Sith  moderate  sport  was  had  last  week  b  low  Sanqu- 
har, chiefly  nich  worm  baic,  though  the  fly  accounted  tor 
a  goooly  number  of  fair-sized  ones.  There  has  been  little 
or  no  night  fishing  yet,  owing  to  the  temperature  at  nights 
being  too  cjld  for  the  night  fly.  In  the  Mid-Nithsdale 
waters  the  spoit  has  been  rair.  Lower  down  the  river  not 
much  has  been  done.  The  Galloway  rivers  have  been  in 
good  ply,  and  a  number  of  rods  have  had  fair  sport,  On 
the  Ken  of  Dairy  two  visitors  had  good  catches,  and  the 
Ltchiuvar  Loch  also  aSarded  moderate  sport  to  vieicora  last 
week.  Two  salmon  were  caught,  about  'Jib.  each,  at  Earle- 
t>B,Linn.  I  uid  not  learn  the  lure.  In  thtlAyrshire  lochs  the 
sport  has  been  fully  up  to  expectat  ons.  Fishing  on  Loch 
l3oon  of  Dalmellicgton,  Mr.  Giob,  of  PoUockshaws,  caught 
eighteen  yellow  trout.  The  Carrick  Club,  of  Girvan,  held 
their  competition  on  Loch  Doon  la^t  Thursday,  and  no  less 
than  twenty-two  members  were  out.  Sport  was  good  on 
the  whole.  On  May  25  and  20,  Messrs.  Robertson, 
Kilmarnock,  caught  eighty-nine  jellow  trout  on  Loch 
Doon — very  good  tport  tor  this  loch.  A  large  number  of 
rods  weie  out  on  Saturday  on  the  Ayr,  between  Stair 
bridge  and  Luggarfoot,  and  moderate  baskets  were  had. 
1  he  trout  were,  however,  not  large.  On  other  waters  of 
the  district  the  tport  haa  been  improved  with  the  rainfall, 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  waters  are  tinted  with 
brown,  and  in  gocd  fly  order. — Heatherbell. 

btaif.>rd  Arms  Hotel  Waiur  (Sconrie,  via 
Lairg).— Mr.  Rose.  Mr.  D.  Mclver,  and  other  anglers, 
have  been  tiabing  the  hotel  waters  with  fair  success. 
Want  of  space  forbids  details.  It  may,  however,  be  stated 
that  trout  are  of  excellent  quality,  and  so  far  are  averaging 
a  little  over  lib.  each. — B. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers  — 
Sir  ce  last  report  theie  haa  not  been  much  change  in  the 
eleiii<:niB  to  improve  the  rivers,  so  far  as  anglers  have  been 
concerned.  Or  those  who  have  been  most  tuscetsful  in 
the  Kelso  dibtrict  amongst  the  trout  may  be  mentioned 
Mr.  William  Mercer,  who  had  OJlb.,  51b.,  and  81b  ,  the 
former  battketsou  the  Toviot  and  the  latter  on  the  Tweed. 
J  uiidHrbtaiid  alio  ttiat  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle,  Westwood 
Cottage,  Kelso,  lias  had  two  or  three  iiiue  takes  of  trout 
on  itiM  llcnueruyuo  water,  on  Tweed  ;  and  Mr.  Wright, 
Spr  u«tou,  ou  li,e  same  water,  hai  hud  two  nice  dishes  of 
je;l  w  trout.  I  am  ii  f.jrnied  that  On  the  Fioora  Caatlo 
u|/p«r  water  two  fine  cl  an  run  salmon  have  been  hilled  ; 
but  on  the  Matiernii.n:!,  Huiheifurd,  llendersyde,  lower 
Fiijors,  and  Iviiiam  IIouhc,  nothing  lias  been  done 
in  the  way  of  killing  salmon  since  last  week.  On  the 
Ttviot  Mr.  lUibrrt  Afllejk  lios  hud  a  51b  pike  during 
the  week,  in  the  caot  known  as  the  "  Hole."  On 
the  Kile,  last  week,  Mr.  It.  U.  Moiorip,  Morebittle, 
«itb  worm  and  minnow,  hid  two  dt  zen  of  eplendid  trout, 
cmt  <A  which  was  cloco  on  palling  the  icalo  at  lib. 
Latterly,  he  bal  7ib.  with  minnow,  and  r>n  Wednesday  he 
bal  the  same  tukr;  ni'h  the  ramn  lure,  all  on  Kale.  Mr, 


Ormiston,  Haddington,  fishing  the  Kale  from  Morebattle, 
killed  nineteen  grand  trout,  waile  he  also  returned  to  the 
river  a  considerable  number  of  fish  tbat  he  was  of  opinion 
should  not  be  taken,  as  they  were  too  small.  We  only 
wbh  that  all  anglers  were  of  this  frame  of  mind,  then 
more  large  trout  and  better  sport  would  be  got  on  all 
rivers.  Mr.  Thomas  Kennedy,  Morebattle,  on  the  loch 
there,  with  fly,  killed  four  grand  trout  of  fib.  each. 
Mr.  Moscrip,  on  the  same  loch,  had  one  trout  of  lib. 
wiih  minnow.  On  the  Leithen  water  lately  two  takes  of 
truut  of  101b.  and  121b.  were  got,  and  on  the  Tweed,  at 
Innerleithen,  Mr.  McNab,  of  that  town,  had  a  common 
yellow  Irout  of  2 Jib.  weight.  The  Border  angling  clubs 
are  still  going  ahead  with  their  spring  competitions. — 
Maxwhekl. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Eilrea),— The  weather  for  the  past  week  has 
much  improved,  the  cold  winds  and  showers  of  sleet  and 
rain  having  almost  disappeared.  As  the  temperature  has 
risen  a  large  number  of  sedges  can  now  be  seen  on  the 
surface  of  the  water  in  the  evenings,  and  tront  are  taking 
them  freely.  Now  would  be  the  time  for  dry-fly  anglers 
to  UQake  a  record,  as  these  large  Bann  trout  can  be  taken 
in  all  the  sections  at  present  with  the  wet  fly.  The  fish 
are  all  large  this  season,  none  yet  having  been  taken  under 
lib.  On  May  25  one  angler  took  171b.  of  trout,  seven  of 
which  scaled  141b.,  on  this  section  of  the  river.  Anglers 
from  the  banks  are  all  getting  trout.  There  are  plenty  of 
salmon  now  resting  below  the  eel  weirs,  but  no  one  trying 
for  them.  The  first  salmon  of  the  season  were  taken  on 
the  Caronroe  reach  during  the  past  week  by  Mr.  E.  V. 
Richardson,  Dunmurry,  Belfast,  who  landed  four  beautiful 
spring  fish,  of  12Jlb.,  131b.,  151b.,  and  181b.  Dr.  John 
Rea,  Belfast,  had  three,  101b.,  121b.,  and  16|lb.  No 
English  anglers  have  jtt  arrived  — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  is  considerably 
warmer  and  brijjhter.  This,  with  low  water,  has  reduced 
sport  to  morning  and  evening  fishing.  On  the  dams  some 
respectable  takes  were  made.  On  Marshallstown  dam 
Mr.  James  Murray  killed  sixteen  trout  on  Tuesday,  and 
Mr.  Loohead  had  twelve,  the  same  anglers  having  seven 
and  six  respectively  on  another  day ;  the  killing  fly, 
Marshallstown  Hare's  Ear — gold  body,  cock  wing  and 
grouse  hackle.  Mr.  Murray  killed  ten  of  his  sixteen  trout 
at  one  stand,  Mr.  Kirk,  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor,  and  Mr. 
Braithwaite  had  some  success  on  Woodburn  dams.  On 
Dundonald  river,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  Manning  killed 
nineteen  trout  on  Olive  Dun  and  Honey  Dun.  Trouting  is 
dull  on  the  Lagan  and  Onvill.  On  Saturday  your  corre- 
spondent kUled  twelve  trout  on  Clady  Burn  after  sunrise, 
and  other  anglers  had  a  few  fish.  The  barn  is  low  and 
clear.  On  Monday  evening,  whilst  a  local  angler  was 
playing  a  trout  from  a  high  bank,  he  fell  in,  smashed  his 
rod,  got  a  thorough  drenching,  but  landed  his  fish. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Boyle, — The  past  week  here  has  been  an  awful  dis- 
appointing one  as  regards  dapping;  only  two  days  was  ic 
possible  to  have  anything  like  sport.  There  are  a  great 
nnmber  of  English  gentlemen  here,  consequently  it  is 
very  unfortunate  that  the  weather  is  so  unsuitable.  On 
Monday  last  there  were  over  seventy  trout  got  on  Gara , 
some  boats  getting  as  many  as  ten  fish.  Since  then  we 
have  had  nothing  but  bright  sun  and  no  wind.  Fishing  has 
not  commenced  on  the  Arrow  yet,  although  fly  has  been 
up  for  a  week. — Geo.  Taylor. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — This  river  has  become 
rather  low  owing  to  the  very  bright  hot  weather  of  the 
past  few  days,  and  rain  is  now  much  needed  before  much 
sport  will  be  had  on  it. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Corrib  (Oalway). — The  weather  is  very  bright  and 
clear.  There  is  now  an  exceptionally  good  stock  of  fresh- 
run  fish  in  the  river,  and  good  sport  should  rule  in  the 
coming  month.  Amongst  those  out  were :  Mr.  Nathan 
Cohen,  Captain  Cunliffe,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Upoher,  and 
Mr.  Whern.  Peal  are  commencing  to  run  well,  several 
having  been  killed  since  last  notes.  Trouting  has  been 
resumed. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Hlvers.— The  Blaokwater  was  in  fair 
order  early  in  the  week,  and  evening  fishing  accounted 
for  some  good  bags  of  trout.  The  sport  on  Ballinderry 
river  was  of  a  poor  description.  Black  fly  fishing  has 
started  on  it — tbat  is,  dapping  with  the  natural  black  fly. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Bene  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Some  fine 
salmon  were  landed  again  on  the  Erne  during  the  past 
week.  Mr.  C.  Brady  took  two  salmon,  of  ISJlb.  and 
12JIb.  Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli  landed  a  beautifal  salmon  of  161b. 
on  May  25 ;  and  Capt.  Fyfe- Jameson  landed  two  fine 
fresh-iun  salmon,  of  151b.  and  IClb.  on  May  28,  and  four 
trout,  weighing  9 Jib.,  the  largest  trou(>  weighing  SJlb. 
Mr.  B.  A.  Ralli,  Mr.  Costi  C.  Ralli,  Capt.  McNeill,  and 
Mr.  Poulteney  took  several  good  trout  also,  largest 
weighing  3Jlb.  The  Rev.  0.  P.  Eaton  landed  a  splendid 
salmon,  weighing  161b.,  on  May  2U.  Although  the  May 
Fly  has  been  on  the  water  for  the  past  week,  it  has  not  yet 
come  out  in  any  quantir.y,  but  it  is  expected  to  be  well  up 
now  in  a  day  or  two. — M.  Rooan  and  Sons. 

Kerr>  Klvers. — Very  little  angling  was  done  last 
week  on  the  Kerry  rivers  oning  to  bright  weather  and 
low  ai  d  clear  waters.  Only  a  few  salmon  of  the  usual 
weight  were  had.  Brown  trout  furnished  fair  sport  on 
BDme  waters,  but  the  fish  bad  were  generally  of  a  small 
sir'.— T.  J.  D. 

Killarney.— Sport  is  improving  at  time  of  writing, 
and  IS  expected  to  h/i  very  good  during  the  next  few  days. 
Salmon  aie  coming  up  in  better  numbers,  but  no  peil,  as 
far  as  can  be  iisoertained,  have  arrived.  The  brown  trout 
fishing  has  afforded  good  sport  at  nearly  all  times,  and  the 
prospocte  for  both  salmon  and  trout  anglers  are  now  good, 
both  on  lake  and  river. — T.  J.  1). 

Lough  Conn  (Ballina,  Oarraoloone  Lodge).- 
During  the  la^it  week  good  f-port  has  been  had.  Mr. 


Sawman  had  two  spring  fish  and  two  grilse.  Mr.  Wiggin 
had  some  nice  trout  (largest  3Jlb.)  with  the  fly.  Prospects 
for  the  coming  week  good. — Manager. 

Longh  Conn  (CK>rtnorabbe^  Hotel).— Fishing  not 
at  all  good  for  the  past  week,  owiog  to  weather  being 
unfavourable.  Rev.  Wm.  McGurrin,  on  May  22,  made  a 
nice  basket  of  trout  weighing  111b. ;  Mr.  McNulty,  on  the 
24th.  killed  one  salmon  weighing  111b.,  and  four  trout 
weighing  7Jlb.  The  weather  is  now  settled,  and  prospects 
good. — Manager. 

Lougli  Ciirrane,  &c.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
The  weather  is  improving,  but  sport  is  still  backward,  and 
not  many  anglers  have  been  out.  A  gentleman  out  from 
the  Bay  view  Hotel  had  two  salmon,  ISJlb.  and  lOJlb.  Sea 
trout  are  arriving,  but  are  furnishing  little  or  no  sport  so 
far.  Next  week,  however,  is  expected  to  find  sport  good 
in  this  department.  Brown  tront  have  given  g'jnerally 
fair  sport.  Commander  Price,  R.N.,  had  a  nice  salmon  of 
101b.  on  the  Cummeragh.  Salmon  are  numerous  in  this 
water,  and  should  give  good  sport  when  rain  takes  place. 
Sea  trout  are  numerous  in  the  tidal  portion  of  the  Inney. 
Brown  trout  are  affording  good  sport.  On  Monday  Mr. 
O'Callagban  had  two  dozen. — T.  J.  D. 

Longbs  Mask  and  Corrib.— Fishing  above  waters 
from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  some  nice  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  got  since  last  report,  both  on  the  fly 
as  well  as  trolling ;  Mr.  Alington  getting  the  largest  trout 
on  the  fly,  turning  the  soale  at  4Jlb.,  which  has  been  sent 
off  for  preservation.  Some  large  trout  and  pike  caught  by 
trolling.  Weather  warm,  and  May  Fly  appearing,  which 
will  improve  fly  fishing. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough.  Blelvin.— Sport  was  fair  on  this  lake  during 
the  past  week,  but  not  as  good  as  in  the  previous  week, 
Mr,  G.  Cassi  y  landed  one  salmon  of  81b.,  and  a  trout 
(Salmo  feroir)  of  SJlb.,  on  May  25  ;  Mr.  C.  Mulhern 
landed  two  trout  {Salmo  ferox)  of  31b.  and  4Jlb.,  on  May 
26  ;  Mr.  Evans  landed  one  salmon  of  9|lb.,  on  May  28,  and 
fourteen  trout,  the  largest  trout  a  gillaroo  of  IJlb. ;  Mr. 

E.  Mahcn  landed  a  trout  {Salmo  fero.r)  of  6i:lb.,  on  May 
29.  Trout  fishing  was  fairly  good  both  for  gillaroo  and 
brown  trout,  and  a  good  many  baskets  were  taken  daring 
the  past  week  weighing  from  71b.  to  13Jlb. ,  by  the  anglgrs 
out  from  Garrison,  Ballyshannon,  Kinlough,  Bundoran, 
&c.    Amongst  the  most  successful  anglers  were  Captain 

F.  W.  Jones,  Mr.  Mahon,  Mr.  Evans,  Mr.  E.  Gibbons, 
&c.  Very  bright  weather  continues  at  time  of  writing. — 
M.  Rogan  and  Sons, 

Longh  Neagh, — Pollen  fishing  shows  an  improve- 
ment, bat  few  big  trout  were  taken  in  the  nets.  Salmon 
in  sparse  numbers  are  in  the  lougb,  en  route  to  the 
rivers. — J,  A.  B. 

SKonej  carragh  (Co.  Down), — This  stream  is  ranning 
low.  On  Monday,  Mr,  James  Rudwick  caught  a  nice  bsg 
of  fish  (heaviest  trout  2Jlb.),  and  Mr.  M'Neilin  had 
twenty-seven  trout,  all  chiefly  on  Hunter's  special  Claret 
Fly,— J.  A.  B. 

XSotirne  (Newtonstewart,  oo.  Tyrone).  — The 
Mourne  is  in  pretty  fair  order,  and  falmon  are  showing 
well  in  the  lower  pools.  The  weather  is  very  bright,  and 
ccnsequently  trouting  is  restricted  principally  to  the 
evenings.  The  early  run  of  salmon  is  a  good  augury  for 
the  season. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Longli  Derg  (Killaloe).  —  Last 
week  anglers,  both  English  and  Irish,  had  been  in  great 
hopes  of  realising  some  tip-top  sport  on  river  and  Take, 
but  all  of  a  sudden  the  wind  veered  to  the  north,  and 
blazing  hot  sunshine  has  prevailed  for  several  days,  with 
the  result  that  sport  h  is  been  the  reverse  of  good.  Of 
trout,  brown  and  gillaroo,  there  are  plenty  on  tbe  lake, 
and  our  dear  old  friends,  the  Green  Drakes,  are  to  the 
fore  in  cloads.  Only  a  few  fairly  decent  bags  have  been 
made  on  Lough  Derg,  viz.,  Mr.  R.  Buokworth,  and  his 
friend  Dr.  Tarrant,  on  May  26,  got  five  trout,  one  a 
gillaroo  of  51b.,  and  four  brown  trout,  3ilb.,  IJlb.,  lib., 
and  lib. ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Malpass,  Manchester,  had  three 
trout,  3Jlb.,  and  two  others  of  l|lb.  each;  Mr.  A.  P. 
Thornly,  and  his  friend  Mr.  R.  Wheatley,  jan.,  Birming- 
ham, four,  2Jlb.,  2Jlb.,  21b.,  l|lb.  May  23,  Mr.  A.  W. 
Malmesley  and  Mr.  Bertram  Malmealey,  Prescot,  two, 
3ilb.,  2Jlb. ;  24th,  three, 41b.,  31b.,  21b.  ;  25th,  three,  3|lb  , 
2ib.,  lib.  ;26ch,two,4lb. ;  27th,  four,  41b.,  21b.,  21b.,  IJlb. ; 
28th,  three,  31b.,  21b.,  and  lib.  On  the  above  dates, 
and  since,  several  other  bags  of  five,  six,  and  seven  good- 
sized  lake  trout  have  been  made.  There  are  quite  a 
number  of  English  anglers  staying  here  at  preceut ;  in 
fact,  all  of  the  best  hotels  are  thronged  with  fashionable 
anglers,  and  several  others  are  camping  out  ou  Tinncianica 
ZfVera,  and  on  Sweet  Belle  Island.  Major  Traherne  has 
killed  on  his  preserves  the  largest  salmon  of  the  week. 
It  weighed  311b.,  and  afforded  its  gallant  captor  half  an 
hour's  good  sport  in  a  strong  current.  Dr.  Tarrant  landed 
yesterday,  on  Mr.  W.  Young's  preserves,  the  first  grilse 
of  the  season,  weight  61b.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  there 
are  a  good  lot  of  grilse  about  in  the  river.  Mr.  J.  L. 
Peach,  Malton,  England,  has  taken  my  water  for  the  first 
fortnight  in  June.  Mr.  R.  Buckworth  and  Master  Theo. 
Buckworth,  who  have  fished  my  salmon  and  trout 
preserves  during  May,  have  returned  to  Windsor. 
The  following  have  arrived  thia  week  for  the  fishing : 
Mr.  A.  P.  Thornley  and  Mr.  R.  Wheatley,  .iun.,  from 
Birmingham,  Mr.  .1.  T.  Malpass  and  Mrs.  Malpass  from 
Manchester,  and  many  others  too  numerous  to  mention. 
The  Stone,  or  Cinnamon  Fly  are  up  in  great  force  on  the 
Btreams  and  rapids. — 8  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  We  are  now  having 
brilliant  weather.  In  fact,  it  is  too  bright  from  an 
angler's  point  of  view.  The  run  of  grilse  should  soon 
begin,  and  we  hope  from  the  present  state  of  the  water 
to  be  in  a  position  to  report  good  sport.  On  Woodlands, 
Mr.  (1.  W.  Greenhill  killed,  2Uh,  one  salmon,  151b. 
On  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham's  Castle  Fishery,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Wormald  killed,  28bh,  one  salmon,  13Ib.  On  the 
Worldsend  Fishery,  Mr.  C.  Vansittart's  men  killed,  2yth, 
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one  salmon,  20Jlb.  The  17Jlb,  salmon  reported  last  week 
fts  being  killed  on  Profp»ot,  on  17th.  by  Mrs.  Townahend, 
was  killed  by  Miss  Townshend. — J.  Enbight  and  Son. 

Upper  L3,kes  (W*tepviHe).— Brown  trout  are 
giving  very  gojd  sport  on  the  above  waters,  but  only  a 
few  anglers  have  baen  out  oooasi  )nally.  Sea  trout  are 
arriving,  as  some  heivy  rain  has  fallen,  and  sport  among 
the  latter  fish  may  be  expected  henceforward.  The 
npper  lakes,  it  is  generally  conceded,  aSord  the  best  sea 
and  brown  trout  fishing  in  Ireland,  bat  payment  must  be 
made  for  permission  to  fish  on  them.  This,  however,  is 
verv  moderate,  in  fact,  nearly  nominal. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— On  a  couple  of  days  good 
sport  was  had  at  pollack,  and  some  gurnard  and  flat-fish 
were  taken.  Bass  are  getting  numerous  around  Balks 
Point,  Carrigasheen  Rocks,  and  the  mouth  of  the  Inny. 
Bock  fishing  has  commenced,  and  at  Reaneraugh,  on 
Monday,  Mr.  Qainlan  caught  two  dozen  fish,  principally 
rock  cod.— T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).— The  fishing  on 
these  lakes  since  the  advent  of  the  natural  fly  has  not  been 
up  to  expectation.  As  is  usual,  some  anglers  were 
fortunate  in  getting  fair  baskets,  but,  so  far  as  I  could 
ascertain,  a  trout  of  ojlb.  was  the  best  taken  on  Belvedere. 
I  saw  the  fish  killed  myself.  A  very  large  number  of 
tourist-anglers,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  are  here  for 
the  fishing,  and  the  ladies  have  not  been  behind  in 
wielding  the  rod.  Mrs.  R.  N.  Talbot,  Queen's  County, 
accounted  for  a  beauty  of  41b.  Mr.  Talbot  also  met  with 
a  fair  amount  of  success.  Unfortunately  the  weather  has 
now  set  in  calm  and  bright,  and  will  ruin  the  sport. — 
T.  J.  W. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Flymoatli. — Duting  tha  month  of  June  fishing  of  all 
kinds  can  be  indulged  in.  The  warm  weather  generally 
settles  in,  so  fishing  operations  keep  pace  with  it.  Those 
who  can  afford  yachts  are  on  the  move,  and  their  otter 
trawls  and  trammels,  deep  sea  lines  for  whiting  and  cod, 
mackerel  railing,  and  other  appliances  now  come  into 
requisition,  and  for  those  who  have  smaller  boats  the 
shrimp  trawl,  or  prawn  dredge,  small  bolters  or  spillers, 
and  bottom  lines  for  flit  fish,  pouting,  &c.,  together  with 
whiffing  lines  for  pollack  and  mackerel,  and  also  drift  lines 
for  the  former,  give  them  a  variety  of  sport,  as  whifling  for 
pollack  and  mackerel  now  commences  in  earnest,  and 
continues  throughout;  the  season.  Baas  are  getting  more 
plentiful  in  harbours  and  estuaries,  and  afford  fine  sport 
with  a  rod,  using  the  double  carved  sand-eel,  and  casting 
as  in  salmon  fishing.  Flounders,  soles,  and  nearly  all  the 
various  sorts  of  flat  fish  are  in  this  month  considered  in 
best  condition,  and  remain  so  for  several  months.  Chad 
fishing  is  now  giving  good  fun,  and  sea  bream  also  are 
good  food  throughout  the  summer.  The  list  of  edible  fish 
for  the  month  includes  bream  in  general,  wrasses  in  general, 
atherine  (smelt),  sturgeon,  bass,  surmullet,  salmon,  peal, 
trout,  pilchard,  dory,  scad,  eel,  conger,  launce,  sole,  plaice, 
tnrbot,  brill,  Mary-sole,  flounders,  and  alibut.— William 
Heaedee  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Bamsgate  (West  Pier).  —  Nothing  much  doing. 
Weather  very  unfavourable  here  for  rod  fishing.  Some 
eels,  sand  dabs,  pouting,  aud  flounders  have  been  taken.— 
W.  E.  Lakee. 


June  3.  ' 

Whit  Sunday. 
June  4. 

Whit  Monday. 
Jtine  6. 

Hounslow  :  Smoking  concert. 
June  7. 

Wenlock :  Annual  supper. 

June   10. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     10. — Islington  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 
,,     12. — Bermondsey  Brothers:  Dinner  aud  distribu- 
tion. 

„     12.— Good  Intent :  Distribution. 

,,     12. — Islington  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

„     13. — Albion  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

,,     13. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

13. — Camden:  Supper  and  distribution. 
,,     13. — Cosy  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
,,     13. — Seymour  Brothers:  Supper  and  distribution, 
,,     13. — Walworth  Waltonians  :  Concert  and  distribu- 
tion. 

,,     15. — Bostonian :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution, 
,,     10, — Coarse  fishing  season  opens. 
,,     17. — Clapham  Junction  :  Outing. 
,,     17. — Cler  ken  well  Visiting  Lbt :  Competition. 
,,     17. — Hounslow:  Barbel  competition, 
,,     17, — Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Yalding. 
,,     17. — Oglander  :  Outing  to  Pulborough. 
„     17.— West  Ham  Brothers  :    Match   at  Hatfield 
Peverel. 

„     18.— Islington  Brothers  :  Brake  outing, 
,,     18. — Original   Alexandra:    A.B.S.    concert  and 
distribution. 
VJ. — CoUiugwood  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
„     19.— Greshain  :  Paper  by  Dr.  Ladell. 
I   „     21. — L'oited  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner, 
k        24, — Allason  United  :  Match. 
■  „     30. — Greaham  :  Casting  tournament  at  Kelvedon. 


Thk  Royal  Aquarium  holiday  programme  covers  a 
period  of  nearly  fourteen  hours.  From  10  a.m.  until  close 
on  midnight  there  will  be  a  succession  of  attractions, 
which  practically  includes  everything  the  variety  business 
takes  under  its  wing.  Sufficient  to  say  that  nothing 
engaging  the  public  taste  is  forgotten. 


I^epotts  km  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'olook  on  Tanrsday 

EvaninsT.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan^  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Repoet  "  outside  envelope. 

Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
High-street,  Acton. — The  Acton  Piecatorials  twentieth 
annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  George  and  Dragon  Hotel 
on  Wednesday,  May  23;  Mr.  W.  Eydnman,  chairman,  Mr. 
F.  Foy,  vice.  Ample  justice  was  done  by  members  and 
friends  to  the  good  things  provided  by  Host  .1.  Brooks. 
The  chairman  and  vice-chairman  gave  the  various  toasta 
with  their  usual  good  humour.  The  presentation  of 
prizes  to  the  undermentioned  winners  proceeded  as 
follows:  Haeefield — First  competition:  C.  Palmer, 
first,  cruet  stand  value  £1  Is.  ;  A.  G.  Cole,  second,  books 
value  163. :  N.  Chick,  third,  value  lOs.  61.  Richmond  — 
Second  competition :  W.  H.  Pogson,  first,  watoh  value 
£2  2i. ;  Q.  Yollmer,  second,  prize  value  £1  Is. ;  W. 
Howell,  third,  tackle  value  IOj.  61.  Twickenham. — 
Third  competition  :  W.  Howell,  first,  case  of  carvers  value 
£1  Is. ;  W.  Newark,  second,  umbrella  value  153.  ;  G. 
VoUmer,  third,  tackle  value  lOs.  61.  Richmond.— W. 
Howell,  first,  handsome  cup  value  £2  10s. ;  T.  P.  South, 
second,  handsome  cruet  value  £1  Is. ;  C.  Palmer,  third, 
punt  rod  value  12s.  6d.  C.  Palmer,  special  prize  (coffee 
pot)  value  £1  Ss.,  for  largest  salmon  taken  in  the  Thames. 
Total  weight  of  fish  in  the  above  competitions,  1511b, 
Plenty  of  prizes  offered  for  coming  season. — W,  Howell. 

Allason  United  Brotiieira'  AngiiuH;  i3ou>«>«y> 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  HiU  Gate,  W. — 
The  delegates  gave  in  their  reports  from  the  _A.A, 
meeting.  Our  new  rules  are  ready  and  A.B,  tickets 
also.  Privileges  in  the  A. A.  secretary's  hands.  Our 
opening  match  is  in  the  new  cutting,  Veitches  Pound,  on 
June  24 ;  members  to  leave  by  the  twelve  o'clock  (mid- 
night) on  June  23,  or  any  train  after.  We  voted  5s.  to 
the  Thames  Re-stocking  Association,  and  E.  Jackson  was 
deputed  to  serve  on  that  noble  cause. — Ben. 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square. — We  had  a  good  muster  of 
members  on  Wednesday  last.  Next  Wednesday  business 
of  importance.  We  made  another  new  member  on 
Wednesday.  Our  first  outing  has  been  arranged.  Time 
and  place  can  be  known  at  clubhouse. — G.  Haynes. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road,  8.E. — A  special  meeting  of  committee 
was  held  on  Tuesday  to  dispose  of  several  important 
questions  of  interest  to  members;  Capt.  H,  G.  NiohoUs, 
chairman.  The  programme  and  prize  list  for  ensuing 
season  was  arranged  and  ordered  to  be  printed ;  also 
special  meeting  fixed  for  Wednesday,  June  13,  at  9  p.m, ; 
all  members  are  requested  to  attend.  Mr.  J.  Jones 
visited  Southend  on  May  27,  sea  fishing  from  the  pier, 
and  amongst  his  catch  had  a  very  fine  crab,  weighing  over 
2lb.— W. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — There  will  be  no  meet- 
ing on  June  7  ;  members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
June  14  to  hear  the  alteration  of  rules  read. — A. 
Dejonge. 

Bermondeey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — The  annual  dinner  and  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  of  the  above  society  will  take  place  at 
the  clubhouse  as  above  on  June  12,  at  7-30,  Mr.  H.  O. 
Hinton,  president  of  the  society,  in  the  chair.  Members 
are  particularly  requested  to  attend  the  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  June  6,  to  make  final  arrangements  aud  other 
important  business. — Alf.  Conn. 

illackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  8,B. — Our  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  on  May  28  was  a  record  one  for  the  Blackfriars. 
Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Wiles  vice-chair. 
Over  fifty  sat  down  to  a  capital  spread.  During  the 
evening  several  talented  artists  (made  the  evening  very 
merry,  and  I  believe  every  one  enjoyed  themselves.  The 
prizes  distributed  amounted  to  over  thirty  guineas,  and 
well  worked  out  amongst  seventeen  pdze  winners,  the 
first  four  being  Messrs.  Wheelhouse,  Kobelt,  Merrygold, 
and  Jones.  I  wish  to  thank  our  chairman,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shepherd,  also  Mr.  Wiles,  and  all  gentlemen  for  their 
kind  attendance.  There  were  several  letters  read  from 
gentlemen  regretting  their  absence.  After  distribution, 
Mr.  G.  H.  Sheph^fd  made  a  capital  speech  in  reference  to 
the  specimens  taken  during  the  season,  viz.,  jack,  221b. ; 
bream,  5ilb. ;  dace,  lib.  4oz. ;  and  specimen  tench,  roach, 
perch.  Our  prize  list  offerei  for  the  ensuing  season 
amounts  to  £50,  and  we  have  a  capital  balance  to  carry 
over  from  last  year.  We  have  several  gentlemen  down 
for  election,  working  and  honorary  members.  I  have 
promised  to  fac3  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  at  the  CoUingwood 
Anglers'  A.B.  concert,  and  should  like  to  see  them  have  a 
fall  room,  which  no  doubt  will  be  so  when  they  have  such 
good  friends  as  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  and  Mr,  Wiles  at 
the  helm. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  ungling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill. — Everything  passed  off 
satisfactorily  at  our  dinner  and  visit  on  Thursday  last,  a 
report  of  wnioh  appears  in  another  column.  We  have  got 
some  splendid  prizes  for  next  season,  amongst  them  a 
guinea  from  Messrs.  Whitbread  and  Co.,  our  brewers,  for 
which  we  thank  them.  We  have  arranged  a  brbka  outing 
to  Harefield  for  July  1,  and  besides  our  own  club  prizes 
there  will  be  three  visitors'  prizes  of  5s.  each  contributed 
by  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Chaplais.  I  shall  publish  conditions 
of  match  later  on.  We  made  three  new  members  on  our 
last  meeting  night,  namely,  Mr,  Fred  Jones,  Mr.  Dag- 


worthy,  and  Mr.  .Tames  Weeks,  and  I  must  thank  all 
members  for  the  way  in  which  they  mustered  up  to  the 
dinner  and  concert,  and  also  to  the  meetings  through  the 
season.  This  accounts  to  a  great  degree  for  the  success  of 
our  club,  because  it  does  not  matter  how  hard  a  secretary 
may  work  he  must  have  the  support  of  membern  to  ensure 
success.  Will  all  members  pleasa  attend  next  Wednesday, 
as  we  have  several  important  mat'^ers  to  settle  ? — C. 
Chai'lais. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  Sooletv,  Windsor 

Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— The  28*  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  placa  on  May  21,  on 
which  oooaeion  the  chair  was  most  ably  filled  by  Mr.  J. 
Busse,  fac;d  by  Mr.'R.  Lummes,  After  the  supper  our 
chairman  distributed  the  prizes,  Messrs.  J.  Taylor,  C. 
Davis,  F.  S.  Pavett,  R.  Lummes,  J.  Roach,  J.  Sinclair, 
and  J.  Morrell  being  the  chief  recipients.  A  good  prize 
list  was  then  booked  for  the  coming  season,  to  which  I 
should  be  pleased  to  receive  any  additions.  On  May  30, 
Mr.  T.  Greatt>atch,  Mr.  C.  Hill,  and  Mr.  Charley  were 
elected  honorary  members.  A  special  general  meeting  b 
called  for  June  6,  to  decide  several  prizes  and  other 
important bu^ines i. — T,  Paterxostee. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  7'J,  Bartholomew- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W, — Annual  dinner  and  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  on  Wednesday,  June  13,  at  7.30.  Will 
members  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  June  6  ? — J.  H. 

Branswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bmnswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow, — At  our  last 
meeting  Mr.  H.  Kelly  occupied  the  chair.  We  had  a  very 
fair  muster  of  members,  and  also  made  a  new  working 
member.  Mr.  A.  Robertson  was  elected  secretary  in 
placo  of  Mr.  F.  Randall,  who  has  resigned.  Honorary 
members  are  requested  to  send  the  secretary  their 
subscription  for  this  year  as  soon  as  possible.  Our  prize 
list  for  this  season  is  looking  rosy. 

Bnrlington  Anglers,  Burlington,  Burlington-road, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — The  next  gtneral  meeting  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  June  6,  at  9  p.m.  Gentlemen 
desiring  to  become  working  or  honorary  members  are 
requested  to  give  in  their  names  to  the  secretary. — J.  W. 
Morgan. 

u^ma^ldge  Heath  Broth«7a  Angling  Society, 

Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — The  annual  general  meeting  takes  placs  on 
June  12,  at  8.30  p.m.  Annual  prize  distribution  on 
Wednesday,  June  13,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  receive 
prizes  promised  for  last  season  before  that  date.  No 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Whit-Tuesday,  June  5,  but  a 
meeting  of  the  prize  committee  is  called  for  June  7,  at 
nine  o'clock.  At  our  usual  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  the 
following  were  elected  as  prize  committee  :  Messrs.  R. 
Hubbard,  H.  Deverill,  L.  Stephenson,  W.  Argent,  C. 
Wicks,  and  P.  Loft.— P.  Loft. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W.  —  We  had  a  good  muster  of 
members  present  at  our  special  meeting  on  Thursday  last, 
called  for  election  of  a  new  secretary  in  place  of  Mr. 
Friokes,  having  tendered  his  resignation  through  pressure 
of  business.  Mr.  F.  Staniford  was  elected  secretary  in  his 
place  and  Mr.  W.  Chapman  treasurer,  Mr.  Frickes  having 
held  both  ofiioes.  We  have  a  number  of  applications  for 
membership,  which  will  be  considered  at  our  next  meeting. 
— W.  B.  F. 

Clapham  Jnnotlon   Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Olapham  Jtmotion,  S.W.— 

Our  first  day's  outing  for  the  ensuing  season  will  take 
place  on  June  17  for  six  prizes.  Locale  to  be  settled  next 
meeting  night.  We  have  made  two  more  new  members 
(Messrs.  Wm.  Hines  and  H.  Barrage). — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel.  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — A  meeting  is  called  for 
next  Tuesday  to  settle  several  important  matters,  and  to 
diitribute  the  remainder  of  prizes.  The  revised  rules  are 
now  ready.  All  members  requiring  privilege  tickets  are 
requested  to  send  in  their  names  and  addresses  at  once. — 
F.  Bishop. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — A  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Bloomsbury 
Bros,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Lummes  chairman.  The  following 
nine  societies  were  represented :  Great  Northern  Brothers, 
Crown  and  Buckland,  Eattmians,  Amicable  Waltonians, 
Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Alma,  North  London,  Royal 
Gaorge,  and  Merry  Anglers.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the 
Alma  A.S.;  date  later. — F,  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.  —  Our  supper  wiil  be 
psstponed  until  we  get  a  guaranteed  number  of  members 
present.  Members  who  wish  their  privilege  cards  renewed 
aud  A.B  S.  cards  should  leave  word  at  the  clubhouse,  as 
there  will  be  no  meeting  on  Tuesday  next.  Members 
please  notic3  my  services  as  secretary  will  end  as  soon  as 
the  season  opens,  and  Rule  10  will  be  strictly  enforced. — 
T.  Faulkxer. 

Cdiingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelsop, 
Nelson  -  square,  Blackfriars  •  road,  S.E.  —  We  have 
arranged  a  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  funds  at  the 
above  address,  on  Tuesday,  June  19,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  G. 
Soepherd  (Bermondsey  Brothers)  will  take  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse  (Blackfriars  A  S  ),  vice-chair, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  J.  Jeffrey  (president  Collingwood 
A.S.,  and  Mr.  W.  O.  Wiles  (vice-president  and  host 
Collingwood  A.S  ),  Mr.  J.  Deplidge,  Mr.  G.  J.  Ford, 
and  other  well-known  anglers.  Plenty  of  music.  I  hope 
every  angler  will  do  his  best  to  support  us  on  this 
occasion,  as  it  is  our  first  A.B.S.  concert.  All  members 
must  send  in  by  next  Wednesday  their  money  for 
privilege  tickets. — F.  P.  Sorge. 

Cosy  Angling  Sooiei>>,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — Our  aunual  concert  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  June  13.  I  hope 
members  will  turn  up  next  week,  as  I  have  the  list  for 
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privilege  tickets.    There  are  also  two  new  members  to 
elect. — J.  White. 

An^rlers'  Bsnevolent  Society.— Angling  Co^r- 
PETITION. — If  any  gentleman  received  a  prize  for  Mr. 
Scyman,  please  communicate  with  me  and  oblige. — S. 
Malby, 

I  alston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  May  27  the  members  and 
friends  journeyed  to  Hertford  for  their  annual  dinner, 
which  took  place  at  the  Blackbird  Inn.  Host  J.  Turner 
placed  the  dinner  on  the  table  in  a  most  excellent  manner. 
Various  toasts  were  drank,  among  them  the  health  of  the 
secretary,  who  stated  that  the  eociety  was  in  an  excellent 
position  and  finarcially  sound,  and,  in  response  to  his 
appeal  for  prizes,  £11  lis.  was  promised  for  the  ensuing 
season.  On  Tuesday,  May  20.  the  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  took  place  at  the  clubhouse.  The  following 
gentlemen  were  the  recipients  :  Mr.  T.  Thompson,  five  ; 
C.  A.  Pccock,  five;  H.  Poore,  three.  Messrs.  A.  E. 
Lloyd,  sen.,  A.  Lloyd,  A.  E.  Lloyd,  Jan.,  F.  Baldwin,  T. 
Midson,  T.  Swain,  R.  Parram,  and  A.  Wild  were  also 
winners.  Messrs.  F.  Baldwin,  R.  Parram,  and  T.  Midson 
also  received  Christmas  prizes,  won  after  the  last  dis- 
tribution. There  will  be  no  meeting  on  Tuesday,  June  5. 
The  privilege  tickets  for  the  ensuin?  season  will  te  ready 
by  the  12th.— S.  Malby. 

Earlsfield  Anglinff  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Earlfifield,  S.W. — General  meeting  of  the  above  society 
May  29  ;  fair  attendance  ;  Mr.  T.  Gathercole  in  the  chair. 
Following  officers  re-elected  for  the  coming  season  :  Mr. 
Grathercole,  chairman  ;  Mr.  F.  Mathews,  vice.  Our  hon. 
secretary  (Mr.  A.  Traquair),  through  preEB  of  business, 
resigned  the  hon.  secretaryehip,  which  was  received  with 
many  regrets.  Mr.  E.  H.  Lane  elected  hon.  secretary ; 
auditors,  Messrs.  Monk  and  Mathews  ;  treasurer,  Mr. 
Eotherham.  Secretary  reid  the  balance-sheet,  showing 
club  in  good  sound  position,  and  hope  the  club  will  have  a 
good  time  during  coming  year.  I  hope  members  will  do 
their  bast  to  support  the  new  hon.  secretary  at  evening 
meetings. — E.  H.  Lane. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society.  Sir  Tsaac  Newton, 
Union-street.  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — Will  members 
come  up  on  Tuesday  to  allot  prizes  bo  as  to  get  prize  lists 
printed  ai  d  arrai  ge  outing  ?  There  are  some  club  monthly 
prizes  to  arrange,  which  we  shall  settle  on  Tuesday. — 
A.  W.  Ellins, 

Oood  Intent  Angling  Society.  The  Grown.  Chnroh- 
■treet,  Shoreditch. — There  was  a  better  attendance  on 
Tuesday  than  there  has  been  during  the  fence  months. 
Our  prizes  will  be  given  up  on  Tuesday,  June  12.  Mem- 
bers and  friends  do  not  forget  to  forward  on  prizes 
promised. — R.  Mdephy. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich. — Our  annual  dinner  took  place 
on  May  28,  preeided  over  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Doweett.  About 
thirty-five  members  and  friends  attended,  and  a  most 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent.   After  the  cloth  had  been 
cleared,  and  the  usual  loyal  toast  had  been  given,  we 
started  the  musical  portion  of  the  evening.    Songs  were 
given  by  Messrs.  Frost,  Lambert,  Harry  Knight,  Fred 
Putney,  H.  Sheppard,  and  others.    After  the  annual 
report   of   the   secretary,  a  presentation  of   a  gold 
signet  ring  was  made  by  the  president  on  behalf  of  the 
club  to  Mr.  W.  Gorton,  for  taking  charge  of  the  smoking 
concerts  for  several  years,  and  for  the  interest  taken  in  the 
club  generally  by  him.    Mr.  Gorton  replied  in  suitable 
terms,  being  evidently  greatly  surprised  at  the  present. 
Our  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  season,  promised  in  the 
room,  and  by  other  friends,  amounted  to  nearly  £20. 
As    we    only    give    prizes   for   specimen   fish,  the 
prizes    will    be    of    good    value    and    may  induce 
members    to     go    out    oftener    than    last  ceason. 
The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  annual  report : 
Bines  our  last  annual  dinner  we  have  lost  a  few  members, 
chiefly  through  removals  from  the  neighbourhood.  This 
relates  to  hon.  members  only.    There  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  full  members  of  ten.    The  number  on  the  books 
last  year  was  120 ;  the  number  now  is  108 — a  total  loss  of 
twelve.  _  The  fands  of  the  society  are,  however — in  spite 
of  the  increased  demands— in  a  flourishing  state.  We 
have  oar  nest  egg  in  the  bank  of  £24,  and  there  is  over  £4 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer.    We  have  had  dnrirg  the 
last  season  an  outing  to  Wateringbury,  and  an  outing  to 
Bandgate ;  also  two  smoking  concerts,  and  a  lantern 
lecture  by  Mr.  Wade.    The  fish  weighed-in  have  not  been 
nnmerons,  but  they  were  all  good  specimens.    Notably  the 
roach  and  bream  of  Mr.  Robioron,  and  the  roach  of  Mr. 
Gilby.    Oar  new  departure,  viz.,  monthly  competitions, 
has  proved  a  tuccese,  and  has  induced  members  to  go  out 
oftener  in  search  ot  good  fifb,  as  the  prizes  have  been 
given  for  best  fish  only.    The  prize  winners  are  as  follows  : 
The  president's  prize  of  £3  Ss.,  together  with  Messrs. 
Mackrill  and  Haivey's  prize  of  £1  Is.,  was  divided 
into    eight    monthly   prizes    of    lOj.     Od.     for  best 
fish,  and  they  were  won  by  Messrs.  Harvey,  Bilby, 
Young,  Robinson  (two),  Oroman,  Thurston,  and  Dryden. 
The  club  prizes  of  £1  Is.  and  lOp.  Od.  for  heat  and  second 
best  fish  taken  at  Bandgate  outing  were  won  by  Messrs. 
Freak  and  Bcott,    The  piize  of  10a.  Grl.,  given  by  Mr. 
Waring  for  best  fish  taken  at  Wateiingbury  outing,  was 
won  by  Mr.  Thompsrn.    The  following  also  took  prizes: 
Mr.  Marshall's  prizo  of  .CI  Is.  for  best  pnrch  taken  dniing 
seasc.n,  won  bv  Mr.  Rnbitjson;  Mr.  Drjden's,  barbel,  Mr. 
YoxiDit;  Mr.  E.  Lewis's,  beet  Hpcoimeu  fiah,  Mr.  Robin- 
son; Mr.  Hobinson's,  Ijcst  rouch,  Mr.  Oilbey;  Mr.  II. 
Long's,  bi.Bt  chub,  Mr.  Young;  Mr.  W.  Smith's,  beet 
bream.  Mr.  Robinson:  Mr.  Oilboy'p,  best  tench,  Mr. 
Churcn  ;  Mr.  A.  Lewie  b,  bo»t  trout,  Dryden  ;  0.  Freak's, 
best  date,  Mr.  Tlinrston  ;  W.  Vernon,  best  carp,  Mr. 
Hcott ;  Mr.  B.  Lambert's,  second  beet  roach,  Mr.  Oilbey  ; 
Mr.  Oorton'Sj  second  best  bream,  Mr.  Harvey  ;  Mr.  Itland- 
ford's,  I)est  pike,  Mr.  Dryden.    Kea  fishing. — The  prize  of 
lOi,  (id.,  given  by  Mr,  Dupere  for  best  cod  taken  during 


the  season,  was  won  by  Mr.  Church.  The  prise  of  lOa.  6d., 
given  by  Mr.  M.  H  Smith  for  best  whiting,  was  won  by 
Mr.  Dupere. — J.  Dryden. 

Gxejlionnd  Fiscatorials,  Greyhound  Hotel,  Ken- 
sington-square.— The  above  was  duly  afiBliated  to  the  A.  A. 
on  May  28  A  select  opening  concert  will  take  place 
shortly,  and  we  hope  to  have  a  good  attendance.  Messrs. 
J.  W.  Harris,  Ben  Abrahams,  and  members  of  many 
influential  clubs  are  coming  up  in  a  body.  The  above  is 
one  minute  from  High-street,  Kensington,  station,  and 
J.  Davis,  the  genial  host,  hopes  to  see  "  Dragnet."— Ben 
Abrahams. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green-road. — A  benefit  concert 
will  take  place  on  Monday,  June  18'  at  the  Blue  Anchor, 
Chance-stref t.  Church-street,  Shoreditch,  on  behilf  of 
Mr.  A.  Bagshaw  (of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society). 
Commence  at  eight.  This  is  a  very  deserving  case,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  he  will  be  well  supported. — H.  Bagshaw. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  ToUington-road,  Molloway,  N. — A  general  meeting 
will  be  held  next  Wednesday,  nine  o'clock,  for  the  election 
of  officers  for  the  coming  season,  and  other  business.  I 
hope  everyone  interested  will  make  it  convenient  to 
attend.  The  only  fish  recorded  during  this  week  is  a 
31b.  13cz.  trout,  by  Mr.  F.  Berry.— E.  Wymee. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — At  our  usual 
weekly  meeting  on  Jane  30  nineteen  members  were 
present.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Wyse- Foster 
and  Mr.  Duffy.  Eight  new  members  were  elected  and 
three  more  nominated.  In  addition  to  our  list  of  prizes 
for  specimen  fish,  Mr.  Ogden-Smith  has  kindly  offered  a 
punt  rod,  value  259.,  for  the  largest  bream  caught  in  the 
tideway. — J.  M.  Brougham. 

Tsaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  —  The 
distribution  of  annual  and  special  prizes  took  place  on 
Wfdneeday  evening  last.  To  celebrate  the  event  the 
members  had  a  supper,  which  was  served  in  a  very  nice 
manner  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  A.  Caley,  this  being  the 
first  time  that  he  has  provided  for  us,  and  everything  was 
first  class.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  G.  Riches, 
faced  by  Mr.  C.  Hayward.  The  prizes  presented  were 
numerous  and  valuable,  and  the  list  offered  for  com- 
petition during  the  ensuing  season  was  a  good  one.  The 
remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony,  many 
capital  songs  being  rendered.  The  usual  votes  of  thanks 
were  accorded  to  the  host  end  hostess,  chairman  and 
vice-chairman,  secretary  and  pianists  (Messrs.  H.  and  R. 
Butt),  brinsing  a  pleasant  evening  to  a  close.  The 
members  will  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on  June  17, 
at  Yalding.— H.  B. 

Jnbilee  Angling  Societ3[,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington. — As  it  is  getting  very  near  the 
opening  season,  will  members  arrange  for  thtir  privilf  ge 
and  benevolent  cards  at  their  earliest  convenience,  to  avoid 
any  delay. — G.  Bence. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E. — Mr.  J.  R.  Morgan,  of  the  above 
society  has  again  been  among  the  trout.  Our  next  meet- 
ing will  be  on  Tuesday,  June  12,  and  first  competitions  on 
July  1  to  July  7 ;  members  requiring  privilege  tickets 
kindly  note  secretary. — W.  Freeman. 

Iiiuooln  Augllnsr  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
ohester-Btreet,  PentonviUe,  N. — We  had  a  good  muster  of 
members.  The  following  officers  were  elected  for  coming 
season :  Mr.  Nelson,  chairman ;  Mr.  Biggs  and  Mr. 
RichardB,  auditors  ;  Mr.  Symes  and  Mr.  Richards, 
delegates  to  Central  Association ;  Mr.  Biggs,  soalesman  ; 
W.  Watling,  secretary.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
pre  posed  to  officers  for  past  services.  Messrs.  T.  Richard- 
son, R.  Chivers,  and  C.'  Bird  were  proposed  for  member- 
ship, and  will  be  ballotted  for  next  week.  I  hope  members 
will  attend  of-xt  week,  to  settle  printing  new  rule  books  ; 
important.— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — At  cur  meeting  last  week  the  s'x  prizes 
for  competition  on  Whit  Monday  were  arranged.  Messrs. 
Hughes  and  Whittington  reported  having  hsd  some  very 
good  trout  from  the  Pen-y-cae  water.  Mr.  White  said  he 
had  fished  a  reservoir  and  taken  about  forty  small  raiabow 
trout,  most  of  which  he  returned.  It  seems  to  me  any- 
thing but  sensible  to  stock  a  water  with  small  trout,  and 
th^n  allow  fishing  in  it  off-hand.  The  fish  should  have 
some  time  given  them  in  which  to  grow  to  a  decent  size. 
There  is  a  scarcity  of  angling  news,  but  most  likely  anglers 
are  Ijiog  off  for  Bank  Holiday  week.  Ere  our  meeting 
closed  the  toast  of  "  Her  Majesty  the  (Queen's  Birthday 
and  Health  "  was  proposed  and  received  with  the  gieitest 
enthusiasm. — Rd.  Woolfall. 

Oglander  Fiscatoxial  Society,  Oglauder  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.  —  At  our  meeting  last 
Tuesday  Mr.  8.  H.  Gurney  was  appointed  hon.  treasurer, 
pro  tcni.,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  II.  Manning.  Three 
new  working  members  were  proposed,  viz  ,  Messrs. 
Harriss,  Stroud,  and  Singer.  Next  Tuesday  is  quarterly 
night;  meeting  starts  at  ten  sharp.  Our  first  competition 
is  at  I'ulborough  on  June  17. — W.  E.  Naylkr. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green  — On  May  30 
our  twenty-second  annual  distribution  of  prizes  took  place, 
when  close  oa  £30  in  money  was  distributed,  the  top 
amount  being  taken  by  Mr.  A.  Biich.  During  the  evening 
our  late  secretary,  Mr.  E  Hrockett,  was  presented  with  a 
testimonial  (subtoribed  for  among  ourown  members)  for  his 
twenty  years'  services  as  secretary.  In  making  the  pre- 
sentation, Mr.  0.  Friedlauder  made  n  short  Rpcech,  and 

was  replied  to  by  Mr.  E.  Itrockett.    The  testimonial  is  a 

fine  painting  of  Mr.  Brockett  fishing,  and  showing  his 
take  of  twenty-six  roaoh,  weighing  35 jib,,  and  will  be  on 

view  on  our  A.B.B.  concert  on  Monday,  June  18.  Shall 


be  pleased  to  receive  the  few  prizes  not  yet  paid  in.— ^ 

S.  Babrs 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park  Lane, 
Tottenham. — Oar  annual  concert  and  aistribution  on 
May  26  was  a  grand  success.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr. 
R-itz,  vice  by  Mr.  C.  Caldwell.  Ttie  fijllowing  wtra  the 
winners:  Messrs.  Hopton,  jun.,  Rfi'z,  J.  Hopton,  G. 
Tracy,  W.  Skeggs.  R.  Carter,  A.  White,  W.  Absolom, 

C.  Caldwell,  W.  Craine.  Mr.  Hopton,  jon  ,  took  the 
gross  weight  of  chub  for  the  season.  A  grand  list  of  prizes 
was  given  by  friends  for  the  forthcoming  saason.  The 
follovving  gentlemen  rendered  some  good  songs  daring  the 
evening  :  Messrs.  Spencer,  Allen,  Angle,  Beale,  Rumsey, 
Eveling,  Pat  Sams,  Wright,  Reitz,  and  Miss  Stringer.  A 
very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. — W.  Skeggs. 

Fenge  Angling  Society,  Lord  Palmerston,  Maple- 
road,  Penge. — Oar  annual  distribution  of  prizes  and  concert 
took  place  on  Wednesday  last,  and  everything  passed  cff 
satisfactorily.  Mr.  C.  Smith  presented  the  prizes,  Mr. 
Hardy  presided  at  the  piano.  Those  who  were  amongst 
the  mcst  sucQessfnl  were  Messrs.  C.  Smith,  T.  J.  Hind, 
Mitchenall,  Hunt,  Sherwood,  A.  Dent,  &c.  During  the 
evening  we  had  prizes  promised  to  the  amount  of  £9,  and 
six  or  seven  new  members  to  propose.  Dating  the  torch- 
light procession  we  collected  £12,  in  the  shape  of  an 
"  Iziak  Walton  "  boat  on  a  trolly. — W.  Field. 

Fhcsnix  Angling  Sosiety  ,  The  Tavistock.  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.VV.  —  Our  thirtieth  annual  distribution 
went  off  nicely,  Mr.  Austin,  1691b.,  top  weight.  Nearly 
all  our  members  were  prize  winners.  Best  tench, 
31b.  3oz,  ;  roach,  lib.  14|oz. ;  dace,  lOioz,  Chairj  Mr. 
Bouffler ;  vice,  Mr.  D.  Greene ;  pianist,  Mr.  W.  Holmes. 
Harmonies  by  Bros.  Tinson,  A.  H.  Tayleor,  Brook,  Bacon, 
Hoodless,  Austin,  Clark,  and  others.  On  Wednesday, 
June  6,  a  special  general  meeting  is  to  be  held  to  arrange 
details  for  next  season.  Jlembers  must  please  attend. — 
R.  C. 

Rojfal  George  &ngling  Society  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Boho-square. — On  Wednesday  last,  onr 
quwierly  night,  we  got  through  a  lot  of  business,  all  our 
officers  being  elected :  Mr.  Gibbons,  secretary  and 
treasurer;  Mr.  Lonjland,  assistant  secretary ;  Mr.  Holder, 
chairman;  Mr.  W.  Allporc,  vice;  Messrs.  Gibbons  and 
Lewis,  delegates  A.S  ;  Messrs.  Holder  and  Longland, 
delegates  Central ;  Messrs.  W.  AUport  and  Brand, 
auditors. — J.  Gibbons. 

Stepney  As  gling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney. — Our  members  attended  last  Friday,  and 
got  through  a  lot  of  business  for  the  coming  season.  We 
made  three  more  new  members. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W.— At  our  last  meeting  the  following 
new  working  members  were  elected  :  Messrs.  E.  Barker, 

D.  T.  Adams,  G.  M.  Hattat.  A.  Mai,  Geo  Tirrel,  Robt. 
Tirrel,  J.  Shepherd,  W.  J.  Shepherd,  W.  Shepherd, 
W.  Batt,  and  Hy.  Payne,  jun.  Mr.  H.  Sharpe,  late  hon. 
member,  to  be  working  ditto.  Seventeen  members  joined 
the  A.B.B.,  and  Mr.  H.  Sharpe  added  to  the  list  of  prizes 
by  his  contribution  for  the  forthcoming  season  — Tom.my. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — Our  dinner  and  distri- 
bution of  prizes  was  a  success.  The  chair  was  taken  by 
our  president,  Mr.  H.  Dawkins.  The  prizes  were  taken 
by  the  following  members:  Messrs.  Grange,  Hobbs, 
Bandiland,  F.  Bates,  Drake,  Simmons,  Race,  Humphreys, 
Frind,  Rowbotham,  D.  Carr,  and  Payne.  I  hope  members 
will  attend  next  Tuesday,  to  arrange  outing  for  the  open- 
ing day  and  other  important  business. — G.  A.  Pay'NE. 

United  Brothers'  Angiin^  Society,  Druid's 
Head  Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford.— Our  seventeenth 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  June  21.  The  chair 
will  be  taken  by  Sergeant- Major  Barritt,  Esq.,  and  the 
vice-chair  by  Mr.  W.  H.  W,  Cooper.  We  hops  to  have  a 
good  mu.'.ter  of  members  and  friends  on  this  occasion. — 
F.  H.  Beak. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
BmbaMment. — We  nad  a  good  attendance  on  May  29. 
The  most  important  business  of  the  evening  was  the 
distribution  of  prizes  for  the  past  season.  The  principal 
winners  were:  Messrs.  Allan,  T.  Kenyon,  H.  Clegg,  W. 
Powell,  A.  Williamson,  G.  F.  Spong,  W.  Hall,  W. 
Heppelthwaite,  E.  Mitchell,  H.  Walton.  The  gross 
weight  of  the  club  excjedslast  year  by  over  1001b.  During 
the  evening  we  were  honoured  with  the  company  of  Mr. 
T.  Stevens,  of  the  St.  Thomas's  A.S.— H.  C. 

Walham  Oxetn  and  Ch  Itea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — A  general  meeting  will 
lake  place  on  Wednesday,  June  6,  for  alteration  of  rules. 
Very  important,  so  1  hope  all  members  will  attend.  Wo 
had  a  good  attendance  on  Wednesday. — A.  Glass. 

Walworth  Waltoniani  Angling  ttooiety,  St. 
Paul'B  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E.— Our 
concert  and  prize  distribution  will  take  place  on  June  13. 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  all  prizes  which  have  not 
been  sent  in  as  soon  as  possible.  Every  member  is 
requested  to  attend  the  club  on  Wednesday,  June  7,  as 
we  have  a  lot  of  business  to  get  through. — W.  Wray. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — We  had  a  very  good 
muster  at  cur  meeting  on  May  29.  No  meeting  will  bo 
held  on  June  5  in  consequence  of  the  holidays.  On 
June  12  we  hold  a  special  meeting  to  transact  important 
business,  and  I  hope  that  all  members  will  attend.— C. 

WiLLRTT. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Ooaoh 

and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— We  have  decided  to 
open  the  season  with  a  peg-down  match  at  Hatfield 
Peveril  on  June  17,  all  to  go  down  by  the  train  tfiat  leaves 
Stratford  at  12.9,  Forest  Gate  at  12.21,  p.m.  on  the 
Saturday  night.  "I'he  boundary  is  from  the  Wilderness 
Lock  to  Hob  Mill  Lock.— R.  Lowtiier. 

West  Kensington  Park  Angling  Society, 
The  Red  Cow,  Ilammersmith-road,  W.— On  May  29 
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we  bad  our  weekly  meeting,  when  the  usaal  business  was 
trancaoted  by  a  good  muster  of  members  present.  Business 
in  furtlerance  of  our  concert,  which  will  have  taken  place 
before  these  lines  are  in  print,  was  put  before  the  mpmbsrs. 
We  hid  the  cleasure  of  miking  Mr.  Alfred  Ha.!!  a 
working  member.  On  Miy  22  we  had  the  pleisure  of 
makiug  Mr.  W.  Brown,  Mr.  M.  D.  Myers,  and  Mr.  5. 
Hall  working  members,  and  Mr.  Baker  an  honorary 
member.  After  the  usual  business  wai  over  a  sing-song 
concluded  a  very  busy  night. — W  A.  Long. 

West  Itondon  Angling'  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith  — Members  are  requested  to  attend  meeting 
on  Thursday  next  (quarterly  night)  to  make  arrangements 
for  annuil  dinner,  and  for  ttte  election  of  offioera.  Duni- 
tions  and  sabsciiptions  must  be  paid  in  to  enable  the 
auditors  to  balance  the  books. — J.  J.  Hu.xter. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  Wint&  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N. — On  May  23  wa  held  our  annuil 
concert  and  distribution  of  priz;s,  the  chair  being  taken 
by  our  president,  Mr.  W.  Butler.  Sume  good  talent  was 
provided,  and  a  moat  enjoyable  evening  spent.  The 
following  were  the  prize  winners  :  Ist,  gross  weight  during 
season,  W.  Butl-r ;  2nd,  W.  E  Beaumont;  3rd,  W. 
WilJiims.  Specimen  fish:  Largest  jack,  S.  Claridge ; 
largett  chub,  T.  Dunford ;  largest  roach,  W.  Butler; 
largest  patch,  W.  Butler;  largest  bream,  D.  Thorpe,  sen. 
A  quantity  of  fortnightly  prizes  were  also  won  by  other 
members.  After  the  usual  toasts,  &o.,  had  been  responded 
to,  priz33  to  the  value  of  £10  in  money,  besides  numerous 
others,  were  givtn  to  ba  competed  for  the  following 
season.  Our  annual  general  meeting  for  the  election  of 
ctfisers,  &c.,  for  the  ensuing  season  takes  place  on  June  6. 
— W.  E.  Beaumont. 


MANCHESTER  FISHERY 
EXHIBITION. 


Last  week  a  notice  appeared  on  this  subject, 
d  was  confined  principally  to  Oapt.  Ormrod's 
Splendid  collection.  It  is  a  difficult  task  to  select 
from  nearly  500  exhibits  the  best  fish — all  were 
good  specimens,  and  in  many  instances  admirably 
set  up."  My  stay  was  too  short  to  make  a 
detailed  list,  and,  in  fact,  space  will  not  permit. 
The  Moss  Side  Social  Anglers  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  the  splendid  show  brought 
together,  and  should  they  care  to  make  this  an 
annual  function,  they  would  require  four  times 
the  space  occupied  by  the  present  exhibition. 

As  previously  announced,  Capt.  Ormrod,  after 
declaring  the  exhibition  open,  read  a  paper  on 
"  Fish  Culture,"  as  follows: 

Capt.  Ormrod  said  it  was  both  an  honour  and  a  pleasure 
to  him  to  meet  and  address  tae  present  company.  The 
Moss  Side  Socials  bad  most  ably  and  creditably  arranged 
all  the  details  and  arrangements  so  necessary  for  the 
Buccasfcful  holding  of  this  exhibition,  which,  under  their 
auspices  and  management,  was  certain  of  success. 
After  modestly  expressing  a  fervent  wish  that  the 
subject  on  which  he  was  about  to  address  them  was 
anything  but  "Fish  Culture,"  went  on  to  say  that  his 
subject  had  been  dealt  with  in  many  books.  Theory  was 
all  right  enough  in  its  way,  but  to  be  of  use  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  practical  experience.  He  commenced 
fish  cuitora,  or  fish  breeding,  in  the  March  of  1895  with 
three  hatching  boxes  and  some  3000  ova  and  fry.  He  had 
been  very  successtnl,  and  attributed  this  to  a  great  extent 
to  having  followed  nature  as  far  as  he  could.  He  had  not 
gone  in  for  breeding  hia  fish  in  concrete  ponds  or 
receptacles,  but  had  used  earthenware  ones.  He  had  made 
a  study  of  the  habits,  &c,  of  fish,  and  nothing  pleased 
him  more  than  to  lie  on  a  river  bank  or  lake  edge  watching 
the  movements  of  the  fish.  He  went  on  to  describe  the 
metbrds  of  haicbing  fish  in  livers  and  ponds,  and  briefly 
described  the  operation  of  spanning.  He  describid  some  of 
the  dangers  the  ova  were  subject  to.  In  some  cases,  after 
lading  her  eggs  the  female  fish  eat  them  ;  again,  some  other 
female  fish  might  perclance  do  so  ;  yet  again,  oning  to 
floods,  they  are  sometimes  covered  with  mud,  and  so  perish. 
Birds  are  another  source  of  danger  to  fish  hatching ;  eating 
OVA  and  small  fry.  Should  the  water  be  very  cold  the 
milt  would  be  killed,  and  thus  the  ova  petiah.  If  the  milt 
fell  cn  a  dry  dish  it  would  live  for  about  five  miuutes, 
which  was  sufficient  to  allow  of  its  being  laid  over  the  ova 
in  a  temperate  water,  and  in  this  way  nearly  100  per  cent, 
of  the  ova  conld  be  impregnated.  He  considered  it  was  of 
\ital  importance  not  to  overfeed  the  male  fish,  as,  when 
wild,  the  male  fish  waa  literally  starved  from  August,  and 
a  few  mnsaela,  &c  ,  sufficed  for  the  sustenance  of  the 
female  fish.  For  the  first  twenty-four  hours  after  a  fish 
had  been  hand-spawned  no  particular  care  need  be  taken 
with  the  ova  or  eggs,  but  after  it  had  been  placed  in  the 
hitching  boxes  even  so  slight  a  thing  as  a  kncck  of  the 
hand  on  a  box  might  be  fatal  to  the  ova  in  that  box 
hatching  out.  In  starting  a  fish  hatchery  the  first  thing 
^aa  to  secure  a  saitAble  hitching  house  in  close  proximity 
to  the  water.  Aa  to  the  water,  if  brown  trout  were  in  the 
habit  of  spawning  in  it,  one  could  rest  assured  that  the 
water  was  all  right,  and  needed  no  interference.  Too 
much  li^ht  must  not  be  allowed  to  get  on  the  ova  or  small 
fry  in  the  earlier  stages,  and  hatching  boxes  should  be 
carboiiiiK^d  Vy  burring,  and  then  vari/ijh>^d  over.  He  pre- 
ferred ova  from  wild  fish,  it  being  of  a  belter  colour  than 
that  of  tame  fish.  Two  lota  of  ova  were  at  the  exhibition, 
that  frcirn  the  tame  fish  being  more  pinkioh  in  colour,  and 
a  portion  of  the  latter  had  been  treated  with  ice  so  as  to 
delay  the  hatching  till  the  exhibition,  and  bad  been  sucoess- 
foU^  bfttcbed  on  t^is  the  openini;  day.  He  AdTOQat«<l  the  noe 


of  male  fish  of  five  years  and  older.  Several  tubes  containing 
ova  were  handt  d  round  for  inspection.  When  being  hatoQed, 
the  ova  congregated  in  dense  masses,  and  anyone  not 
accustomed  to  seeing  them  might  be  excused  for  thinking 
it  probable  that  many  of  them  would  be  suffocated.  This, 
however,  was  far  trom  being  so,  as  they  keep  up  a 
continuous  current  of  water  by  the  motion  cf  their  tails 
ai  d  fins.  It  was  important  that  tbere  should  not  be  too 
much  light  cn  them,  and  that  they  should  not  be  overfed 
— indeed,  he  considered  it  best  to  give  them  no  food  at  all 
until  they  had  eaten  up  all  the  yolk-sap,  and  after  three 
weeks  they  should  be  turned  into  small  ponds  at  a  tem- 
perature from  about  40  to  70  degrees.  Then  th^y  might 
he  fed  on  grated  liver  or  hard-boiled  egg  passed  tbrouga  a 
sieve,  which  should  be  put  into  a  bottle  and  well  shasen, 
and  pouied  into  the  water.  At  tbia  stage  he  had  lost 
many  fish,  but  believed,  as  the  result  of  experiments,  that 
this  loss  would  be  avoided  by  mixing  the  water  from  the 
hatching  boxes  with  that  of  the  poLda.  He  noted  particu- 
larly that  in  transferring  fry  trom  the  boxes  to  the  ponds 
it  was  best  they  should  be  placed  in  boxes  similar  to  those 
they  were  hatched  in,  with  the  one  exception  of  one  end 
being  removable,  to  leave  the  fry  at  liberty  to  escapa  the 
pond  at  their  own  time.  The  followiug  views  were  then 
shown  by  lantcra  by  Mr.  Bibby  : 

A  view  of  Wyresdale  (Capt.  Ormrod's  home). 
Fart  of  lake,  showing  ova  in  last  grills. 
Boathouse  on  the  lake. 
Fry  pond. 

Two-year-old  pond  (depth  14ft.). 

Mr.  Henry  fishing. 

Mr.  Henry  acd  his  gillie. 

Spawning  house  (water  going  through). 

Feeding  fish. 

Visitors'  pavilion. 

Fry  ponds. 

Double  row  of  rearing  boxes  (now  used  for  connting  fish). 

Sorting  house. 

General  view  of  fishery. 

Starving  house. 

Sluice  gate  at  Cleverley. 

Feeding  big  fish. 

Four  views  of  Kersal  Water  and  Drinkwater. 
Fai-k  in  occupation  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials. 
Portrait  of  Capt.  Ormrod. 

After  the  lantc  ra  display  the  lecturer  pointed  out  that 
the  spawning  of  coarse  fish  naturally  differed  from  that 
of  game  fish.  He  then  gave  a  short  account  of  fish 
breeding  in  Germany,  where  carp  was  the  principal  fish 
cultivated.  The  German  methods  were,  he  thought,  far 
from  satisfactory,  as  when  he  waa  there  he  saw  many  dead 
fish  in  the  ponds  which  were  usually  sold  at  6d.  a  lb.  In 
his  opinion  the  beat  way  of  transporting  Jive  fish  long 
distances  was  in  oaken  casks.  In  concluding,  he  would  not 
advise  his  hearers  to  embark  ,n  fish  culture,  and  had  now 
only  to  thank  them  all  very  much  for  their  patient 
endurance  of  this  his  first  lecture  on  "Fish  Culture.'' 
(Cheers.) 

There  were  concerts  and  lectures  on  alternate 
nights.  Mr.  P.  Walbran's  lantern  lecture,  on  the 
Wednesday,  "  By  Lake  and  River,"  before  a 
crowded  audience,  and  a  lecture  by  Dr.  Chapman 
on  the  Saturday,  ditto. 

Owing  to  the  splendid  manner  in  which  the 
executive  "  billed  the  show,"  it  was  considered 
necessary  to  allow  it  to  remain  open  for  another 
three  days.  It  is  hoped  that  the  willing  workers 
(amongst  whom  were  Mr.  Andrew  Henry  and  Mr. 
Brookes,  of  the  Wyresdale  Fishery),  Messrs. 
Roach,  Harkness,  Prax,  Driver,  Leigh,  and  others, 
will  find  that  it  has  been  a  paying  concern — it 
certainly  has  been  a  "  going  concern." 

I  have  already  awarded  a  word  of  praise  to  host 
and  hostess  Ives,  and  feel  constrained  to  give  the 
same  to  the  ladies.  Place  aux  dames  !  Miss  N. 
Wood  is  the  lady  superintendent  in  the  largest 
smoke  room  in  Manchester  (Palatine  Hotel),  and 
in  conjunction  with  Miss  Burslem,  did  yeoman 
service  in  disposing  of  tickets,  taking  in  exhibits, 
and  generally  doing  all  in  their  power  to  make 
the  first  Manchester  show  a  great  success. 

It  may  here  be  mentioned  that  this  was  not  a 
"  Tackle  Exhibition,"  and  consequently  no  rods, 
&c.,  were  on  view.  No  doubt  the  next  one  will 
be  well  represented  by  London  and  the  provinces. 

I  cannot  do  better  than  take  "Halcyon's" 
description  of  the  stuffed  fish  :  "  Leeds  has  most 
certainly  distinguished  itself,  having  sent  the 
largest  tench,  grayling,  eel,  and  barbel,  the  latter 
kind  of  fish  being  very  poorly  represented.  Of 
pike  there  were  any  quantity,  of  all  shapes  and 
sizes,  from  a  tiny  specimen  which  had  lived  in  a 
glass  globe  for  seven  and  a  half  years  to 
monsters  of  271b.  It  was  curious  to  note  how 
many  specimens  there  were  of  about  24;lb. 
Among  this  lot  was  the  one  of  that  weight 
caught  by  Mr.  Roach.  There  were  two 
beautiful  specimens  weighing  202lb.  and  16^1b. 
respectively  caught  by  Mr.  Charles  Parkinson, 
of  the  Golden  Fleece  Club,  Leeds.  The  handsome 
tench,  4flb.,  lent  by  Mr.  P.,  also  attracted  great 
attention.  There  were  some  really  good  perch  up 
to  nearly  3Ib.,  one  case  containing  five  beautiful 


specimens.  In  plaster  casts  some  most  artistic 
work  was  shown,  three  cases  of  perch,  trout,  and 
roach,  the  work  of  Mr.  J.  Foster,  jun.,  of  Bolton, 
an  amateur,  being  very  praiseworthy.  The  huge 
cast  of  a  Tay  salmon,  weighing  .jSilb.,  caught  on 
a  14ft.  split-cane  rod,  was  a  great  centre  of 
attraction. 

Of  roach,  rudd,  and  dace  there  is  an  excellent 
show ;  one  case  of  the  latter,  lent  hj  Mr.  G.  H. 
Howard,  is  worthy  of  notice.  It  contains  nine- 
teen beauties,  the  largest  being  lib.  ioz.,  which 
were  the  joint  capture  of  himself  and  his  son  on 
the  river  Cam.  There  was  also  a  case  of  two  dace 
taken  by  Mr.  Horace  Howard  from  the  Cam, 
weighing  respectively  lib.  2ioz.  and  lib.  lioz. 
Among  the  bream  are  two  whoppers,  one  weighing 
the  record  weight  of  lOIb.,  and  the  other  -j.^lb. 
Fish  of  this  class  are  rare  indeed.  The  champion 
gi'ayling  was  Mr.  Walbran's  specimen,  olb.  9oz. ; 
and  the  best  eel  was  the  one  caught  by  the  late 
Mr.  Ibbotson  at  E/Oundhay  Park,  4.Ub.  A  novel 
case  is  that  containing  two  salmon  taken  from 
the  Tweed  at  Kelso,  covered  with  fungoid  growth, 
and  another  noticeable  one  contains  a  lolb. 
salmon  caught  by  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts,  of 
Longsight,  on  a  trout  rod  and  a  fine  gut  cast 
which  depends  from  the  fish's  moutli. 

There  were  three  very  handsome  challenge  cups 
on  show,  viz.,  the  one  offered  for  competition  by 
Mr.  C.  H.  Prax,  of  Manchester,  valve  50  guineas, 
to  be  fished  for  by  clubs  of  that  city  only,  the 
first  winners  being  the  Good  Intent  Angling 
Club;  a  solid  gold  cup,  offered  for  competition 
by  Messrs.  Haig  and  Haig,  Sheffield,  value 
200  guineas ;  and  a  smaller  silver  cup,  of  beauti- 
ful  design,  lent  by  the  Bolton  Angling  Society. 
There  was  also  a  splendid  collection  of  pictures  of 
angling  subjects  and  curios. 

The  Moss  Side  Anglers  evidently  do  not  allow 
moss  to  grow.  They  deserve  every  praise  for  the 
admirable  show,  and  may  safely  look  forward  to 
a  prosperous  future.  Dragnet. 


BLENHEIM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Our  dinner  and  visit  on  Thursday  last  was  a  great 
success.  Thirty  sat  down  to  a  splendid  dinner,  served  by 
John  Staines,  of  4,  Goawell-road.  Everyone  expressed 
themselves  more  than  satisfied  with  both  the  cooking  and 
the  way  the  diooer  was  served.  After  the  repast  was 
cleared  away,  a  concert  commenced,  with  Mr.  L.  Chaplaia 
chairman  and  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  vice,  and  amongst  the 
singers  (too  numerous  to  menti(  ii  individually)  were  Mr. 
Simmons,  whose  fine  rendering  of  "Marguerite"  and 
"  Alice,  where  art  thou  ?  "  was  particularly  admired.  Mr. 
Weever  was  applauded  for  his  two  songs,  and  Master 
Guy  Chaplais,  who  was  dressed  in  khaki,  apologissd  for 
not  knowing  a  soldier's  song,  sang  "  A  Littl?  Bit  off  the 
Top."  Then  Mr.  Louis  Chaplais  diatributed  the  prizes  to 
the  following :  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr,  Parker,  Mr.  Hobbs,  Mr. 
Maguire,  Mr.  Chaplais,  Mr.  Boxhall(Mr.  Parker  taking 
the  best  with  a  perch  lib.  6Joz.,  caught  in  Running 
Pound,  Uxbridge.)  This  tooE  several  money  prizes 
and  a  pair  of  blankets,  given  by  eight  members  of 
the  Allason  United.  The  secretary  then  opened  a 
prize  list  for  next  season,  and  succeeded  fn  getting  over 
£10,  Messrs.  Whitebread  (brewers)  heading  the  list 
with  a  guinea.  This  list  will  be  considerably  augmented 
before  season  starts,  as  there  were  sereral  of  our  prize 
givers  unable  to  be  present.  After  this,  Mr.  Harris 
opened  the  A.B.S.  box,  which  contained  £2  12s.  6d., ' 
and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  said  it  was  the  best 
box  he  had  ever  opened  for  a  seven  months'  club,  and  he 
praised  the  members  for  the  way  in  which  they  worked. 
I  don't  know  how  many  clubs  were  represented,  but  I 
noticed  the  Elgin,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  ADaaon,  Bomore, 
Queen,  Ljchnobites,  and  several  others,  who  muat  excuse 
me  for  not  finding  out  their  names.  We  finished  up  with 
musical  honours  for  the  Qaeen  on  her  birthday  aLd  a  vote 
of  thinks  to  the  chairman  and  everyone  who  had  con- 
tributed towards  this  most  enjoyable  evening. 

Hon.  Szc. 


SUNDIAL  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  took  place  on  May 
24,  when  there  was  a  large  muster  of  members  and  friends. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Barber  presided,  and  Mr.  G.  HoUicgshead,  of 
Willoughby  House,  occupied  the  vice-c'iair.  Atter  grace 
the  company  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast,  and  the 
tables  having  been  cleared,  songa,  &c.,  were  indulged  in. 
The  toast  of  "  The  Queen  "  having  been  given  and  enthu- 
siastically drunk  witn  musical  honours,  the  chairman  rose 
and  submitted  the  toast  of  the  "  Sundial  Angling  Society." 
He  referred  to  the  good  feeling  which  had  always  main- 
tained am  ing  its  members,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
club  had  kept  together  OuriLg  the  past.  Tbis  was  to  a 
great  extent  due  to  the  eftoris  cf  their  friend  Mr.  J.  Har- 
wood.  He  gave  them  "  The  Sundial  Angling  Society 
coupled  with  tie  name  of  Mr.  Haiwood."  Mr.  Harwood, 
in  responding,  said  the  society  has  never  been  in  a  better 
position  than  now.  He  hoped  they  would  always  up- 
hold the  beat  traditions  of  an  angling  society.  The 
ptiTieg  won  during  the  past  year  were  th«n  di9triliute4 
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by  the  chairman,  the  winners  beinpc  MeEsrs.  T.  Carpenter, 
•winner  of  the  filver  cnp  pregented  by  Messrs.  Kintr  and 
Sons,  Hammersmith,  for  the  bpst  specimen  fish  canorht  in 
competiticn,  A.  E.  Cartwright,  H.  A^ams,  E.  Roaoh, 
fi.  Bachelor.  C.  E.  Lnck.  J.  Hare,  J.  Harwocd.  G  W. 
Sherman.  H.  Holt,  F.  C.  Gerard,  A.  Maynard,  .1.  S. 
Smith,  D.  A.  Parkfr,  C.  Stevens,  W.  GrPRory,  E.  C. 
Locke.  J.  Morgan,  J.  S.  Webb,  F.  Thorpe,  C.  Pennyfather, 
and  J.  Phelps.  The  chairman,  speaking  after  the 
distribution,  said  he  hoped  they  would  do  better  still  next 
year,  and  now  that  they  had  movf  d  to  their  rew  head- 
qnartera,  the  next  thing  was  to  make  a  good  collection  of 
fish.  If  any  membsr  caught  a  roach  weighing  over 
IJlb,,  or  a  bream  or  dace  weighing  more  thsn 
41b.  or  jib.  respectively,  he  would  pay  the  expense  neces- 
sary for  setting  it  up.  &-a.  (Hear,  hear,  and  afplause.) 
He  had  no  doub*  that  in  time  they  would  have  a  very 
representative  collection  of  specimen  fish.  The  following 
have  promised  prizes  for  the  coming  season :  Messrs. 
W.  H.  Barber,  G.  Hollirgshead.  J.  Harwood,  A.  Burn- 
ham,  Ashford,  E.  Bachelor.  Wpight,  Bucknell,  A.  May- 
nard,  Sherman,  Greggor,  Whitton,  Poneits.  H.  Holt, 
C.  Brace,  Gerard,  C.  Stevens,  Evans,  E.  C.  Lock,  C.  A. 
Lrok,  Holmes.  Morgsn,  H.  Brace,  Cartwright,  Carpenter, 
Phillips.  Webb,  Adams,  Barber,  A.  Holmes,  Wright, 
Smith,  Bnrnaby,  and,  in  addition,  a  silver  cud.  value  two 
guineas,  subscribed  for  by  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
society ,  was  offered. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  the  chairman  announced 
that  the  value  of  the  prizes  offered  for  the  coming  year 
was  £22  lOs.,  exclusive  of  several  special  prizes,  the  value 
of  which  were  not  mentioned. 

Messrs.  C.  Stevens,  G.  Hollirgshead,  and  A.  Burnbam 
also  spoke,  and  the  following  gentlemen  contributed  to  the 
musical  portion  of  the  evening  :  Messrs.  H.  Smith,  R.  A.M. 
(pianist),  W.  H.  Barber,  H.  Adams,  Reg.  Graham. 
J.  Poneits.  sen.,  A.  Maynard,  Parker,  C.  Brace,  Lionel 
Eothery,  F.  Brooks,  Melrose,  and  Freeman. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Blackfriars  A.S.  was  one  of 
the  best  ever  held.  The  chair  and  vice-chair  were  taken 
by  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  and  Mr.  Wiles.  The  usual  toasts 
were  given  and  responded  to,  and  prizes  to  the  amount  of 
forty  guineas  presented.  A  dace  of  lib.  4oz..  pike  of 
221b.,  and  bream  of  5 Jib.  were  amongst  the  list.  Over 
f'60  was  subscribed  for  the  ensuing  season.  Without  a 
doubt  the  Blackfriars  are  "  going  strong," 


"  Relief  of  Maef(fly)king  !  "  "  Triumphal  entry  into 
Pretoria."  "  The  first  gpntleman  in  the  land  has  won 
the  '  blue  riband  of  the  Turf '  with  the  best  horse  in  the 
land."  "  Coarse  fishing  opens  on  June  16."  "  The 
— — ;''  well,  no  matter!  The  question  at  present 
aeitating  the  minds  of  the  anglin?  world  is  "The  May 
Fly  ! "  Here's  a  tip  sent  by  tha*-.  well-known  angler, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  Leed^ :  "  The  Yellow  Sally,  Needle 
Brown,  and  Yellow-legged  Bloa  are  on  the  water;  these, 
with  the  Orange  Partridge  and  Waterhen  Bloa,  should 
kill  well  next  week."  Dear,  dear  !  Why  kill  now  Kruger 
has  flown  ? 

 »»»♦  <  

"  Me  .Ta  MES  Murray,  of  Duke-street,  Barrow,  has  just 
successfully  hatched  out  in  his  hatchery  some  thousands  of 
rainbow  trout,  all  in  a  very  healthy  condition.  Among 
them  is  a  healthy  sppoimen  which  has  two  heads,  two 
bodies  (which  are  entirely  sepa  rite)  reach  far  as  the 
doFfal  fin,  where  they  are  joined  into  one."  Now  how 
would  it  be  if  two  anglers  were  throwing  their  flips  over 
this  Siamese  rainbow  and  one  "  bead  "  took  one  fly,  and 
the  other  "head"  the  other  P  I  should  not  care  much 
who  c'aimed  the  head  ;  the  body  would  be  good  enough 
for  me. 

 »»«♦<  

Is  answer  to  a  er)rrespondent,  there  is  no  work  on  dry- 
fly  fiching  in  the  West  (i  Ireland.  The  fnllowinc  flieg  in 
diffBr»nt  sizon  will  he  as  aor^d  as  any  :  Olwn  Quill  Gnat, 
Rpd  Qnill  Gnat,  Grey  Quill  Gnat,  Red  Spimpr,  Hare's 
Ear  and  Gold  Twist,  Dark  Olive,  small  Red  Palmer, 
Alder,  Coachman,  Silver  Sedge,  Pink  Wickham. 


The  salmon  taken  in  the  Severn  recently  weighed  Sljlb., 
and  was  to  be  seen  at  Mr.  Grove's  shop  in  Bond-street.  In 
IS'J.'i  he  had  one  weighing  fiSlb.,  and  in  1898  one  of  591b. 
The  largest  ealmon  come  from  Scotland,  notably  the  river 
Tay, 


A  UNK  trout  of  51b.  has  been  taken  in  the  mill  pool, 
Barton  Mills,  by  Mr.  R.  Barker,  of  Stamford  Hill.  It 
is  being  preserved.  I  hear  ihit  several  nice  fit h  are  to 
be  seen,  and  would  certainly  recommend  anglers  to  visit 
the  Bull  Hotel  during  the  holidays.  If  they  do  not 
sucoepd  in  capturing  trout  they  may  be  certain  of  enjoying 
a  stroll  along  the  bituks  of  the  river  Lark.  Write  or  wire 
to  Mr.  W.  Howei. 

In  oonBequf  nce  of  the  Whitsuntide  holidays  there  will 
be  no  n.eetinga  leid  by  the  Piiicntoiial  Socie'y,  the 
Greidam,  and  B.K.A.H.  On  .lune  l.'i  the  B.8.A.H.  will 
hold  it«  first  meeting  at  the  Restaurant  Fraecati,  Oxford- 
ftrMt, 


A  VBET  interesting  and  instructive  lecture  was  delivered 
before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Gresham  A.S.  on 
Tuesday  last  by  Mr.  Jamea  Tajler  ("Red  Palmer"). 
The  subject  was  "  The  May  Fly  Season,"  and  it  gees  with- 
out saying  that  he  was  listened  to  with  rapt  attention. 
On  June  30  there  will  be  a  picnic  and  casting  tournament 
at  Kelvedon. 

 >  ♦  »  »  <  

The  fine  estate  of  Glenmarkie.  in  Forfarshire,  has  just 
changed  hands,  having  been  sold  by  Messrs.  J.  Watson 
Lyall  and  Co..  of  Pall  Mall,  Lordon,  to  Messrs.  Andrew 
Hendry  and  Sons.  Solicitors,  Dundee,  for  their  client, 
Mr.  _A.  J.  Cox.  Glenmarkie  extends  to  over  5000  acres, 
and  includes  one  of  the  best  grouse  moors  of  the  county. 
There  is  also  an  excellent  loc'ge  with  large  accommodation. 
Last  year's  bag  on  Glenmarkie  was  858  brace  of  gronee, 
besides  other  game. 


Commencing  on  June  22,  an  eight  days'  excursion  from 
London  to  Norwich,  Croroer,  and  Yarmouth  is  being 
organised  in  aid  of  the  Printirg  Machine  Managers' 
Superannuation  Fund.  The  price  for  the  eight  days  is 
5s.,  and  for  one  day  (June  24),  43.  The  Great  Eastern 
Railway  has  for  many  years  successfully  engineered  this 
popular  excursion,  but  I  understand  that  the  date  fixed 
was  not  convenient,  and  consequently  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company  will  convey  the  excursionists,  leaving 
London  from  King's  Cross  Station.  Tickets  and  all 
information  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  T.  M.  Harrington, 
Printers'  Hall,  Bartlett's-passage,  Fetter-lane,  B.C. 


THE  CHURNET. 
As  It  Might  and  Should  Be. 

Oh  Churnet,  lovely  Chnrnet, 

Thy  waters,  rippling,  flow 
Unceasing,  onward,  radiantly. 
Through  wooded  copse  and  grassy  lea, 

Where  modest  wild  flowers  grow. 

Past  moss-grown  hill  and  cottage, 

Past  orchard,  farm,  and  byre, 
Reflecting  Sol's  maj»stic  blaze 
In  myriad  scintillating  rays 

Of  iridescent  fire. 

Now  crawling,  creeping  sleepily. 

As  restful  and  content ; 
Now  scurrying,  rushing,  bounding  o'er 
The  boulders,  with  harmoniou-i  roar. 

As  though  on  racing  bent. 

And,  'neath  thy  shimmering  surface. 

The  trout  and  grayling  lie. 
Ensuring  many  a  well  filled  creel 
To  those  who  handle  rod  and  reel 

With  spinning  bait  or  fly. 

So  Churnet,  lovely  Chnrnet, 

May  ages  come  and  go. 
And  still  thy  bosom,  spirkling  bright. 
Reflect  to  heaven  the  glorious  light 

That  shines  on  thee  below. 

As  IT  IS. 

"  Is  tJiis  the  lovely  Churnet  ? 
Good  Gracious,  what  a  stink. 
See  all  that  scum  that's  floating  there  ? 
Enough  to  drive  one  to  despair. 
And  water  black  as  ink. 
"  Is  this  the  stream  we're  told  of, 
That  sparkles  as  of  fire  ? 
What  lively  brains  tbat  fellow  had. 
He  must  have  written  raving  mad. 
Or  been  an  awful  liar. 

"  Where  are  the  peaceful  homesteads, 
'Mid  smiling  pleasant  lands  ? 
He  must  have  meant  th'  asylum  grim 
(Pit  habitation,  sure,  for  him). 
That  on  yon  hillock  stands. 

"  Where  are  the  trout  and  grayling  ? 

To  know  I  strongly  wish. 
I've  angled  all  this  blessed  day. 
And  all  my  patience  thrown  away, 

And  haven't  seen  a  fish. 

"  Whfro  are  the  rushing  waters? 

As  though  on  racing  bent. 
If  this  foul  sewer,  that  creeps  along, 
Is  made  a  bubbling  stream  in  song. 
When  next  I  fish  for  trout  or  jock, 
I'll  to  the  potteries  go  back, 

And  angle  in  the  Trent." 

L.  0.  S.  Hanley. 
 >  »  I  ♦  <  


Mr.  Rothschild  (Aylesbury)  recently  pointed  out  the 
phases  through  whioh  fifh  pans  before  they  attain  market- 
ahle  size.  The  Folhcsiune  Herald  sajs  :  "  The  ova  of  the 
flat-fish  are  not  depoeitfd,  lihe  the  eggs  of  salmon,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  sea,  but  they  float  in  the  water.  After 
living  for  three  or  four  weeks,  it  is  a  round  fish,  and 
anbsFquetitly  flaiters  out  gradually  and  finis  to  the 
bottom  of  the  sea.  It  is  then  in  too  weak  a  state  to  go 
irto  deep  water,  and  therefore  ccoupies  the  sand  banks 
close  in  eliore,  living  in  quite  a  difrnrent  part  from  that 
where  the  parent  fish  d'  ponitrd  its  epgs,  for  the  parent 
fish  do(  g  not  go  into  shallow  waters.  "The  mieoliiff  oauned 
by  I  he  trawlers  docs  not  consist  so  much  in  killing  and 
Belling  of  small  fish  as  in  disturbing  the  ground  on  which 
nloDc  the  email  litb  findi  a  livelihood. 


"It  is  well-known,  urged  Mr.  Rothschild,  by  the  big 
trawler  that  if  he  goes  to  a  certain  ground  he  will  get  smaU 
fish  ;  but  the  hon.  member  disclaimed  being  one  of  those 
who  are  so  fanatical  as  to  say  that  the  big  trawler  would 
only  go  to  forbidden  ground.  Still,  the  trawler  who  went 
out  to  deep  seas  and  only  got  a  half  load  would  deliberately 
go  to  the  ground  where  he  knew  he  could  make  up  his 
load  with  small  fish,  hecau&e  he  was  well  aware  that  small 
and  immature  fish  wcxild  find  a  ready  sale  in  the  market. 
It  was,  be  said,  to  prevent  these  deliberate  outrages  that 
he  heartily  supported  the  bill,  and  he  also  expressed  his 
conviction  that  although  the  bill  might  temporarily  injure 
the  small  fishermen,  it  would  ev/entually  operate  to  their 
benefit. 


"  Adverting  to  the  argument  that  the  object  of  the  bill 
could  only  be  obtained  internationally,  because  othermiee 
we  could  not  prevent  the  foreigners  from  buying  small  fish, 
he  reminded  the  House  that  the  same  argument  had  been 
used  in  the  United  States  for  many  years,  with  the  result 
that  they  were  depleted  of  fish,  and  it  was  only  after 
twenty  years  of  most  strict  legislation  that  they  were  now 
beginning  in  some  slight  degree  to  recover  from  their 
former  condition.  These  observations,  coming  from  so 
distinguished  a  naturalist,  had  great  weight  with  the 
House,  and  that  feeling  was  intensified  by  the  announce- 
ment made  by  Major  Rasch  (Eesex,  S  B.),  that  the  Kent 
and  Essex  Sea  Fisheries  Committee  entirely  acquiesced  in 
the  Bill." 

 >»♦♦  <  

A  LONG  letter  from  America  is  to  hand  from  an  old 
friend  and  brother  angler.  He  tells  me  he  has  become 
quite  an  expert  in  spinning.  He  may  be  all  right  at 
spinnicg  a  yarn,  for  he  tells  me  that  the  fish  are  in  such 
large  quantities  in  the  Eraser  river  that  it  is  possible  to 
walk  from  one  side  to  the  other  on  the  backs  of  the  fish, 
and  not  get  your  feet  wet ! 


An  influ°ntial  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  evening 
at  Carr's  Restaurant  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Cecu' 
Hewlett  to  discuss  the  question  of  re-stocking  the  Thames, 
The  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  F.  H.  Amplett)  gave  a  most  interesting 
account  of  the  work  being  done  by  the  Thames  Re-stock- 
ing Association,  and  delegates  from  London  clubs  were 
present,  who  promised  to  give  the  society  all  the  support 
in  their  power.    A  full  account  will  appear  in  next  issue 


Ti)  Art. 

What  are  thine  ends  ?    To  idle  at  the  door. 
The  while  the  wharves  call  and  the  ships  go  by ; 
Set  sail  and  drift  under  an  April  sky, 

A  curious  mariner  from  shore  to  shore  ? 

To  strip  from  woodland  pool  the  pipe  of  yore. 
Bursting  with  many  a  high,  sweet,  ancient  air. 
And  shrilling  down  the  country  highways  fare  ?— 

Sons  of  the  gods,  and  hast  thou  nothing  more  P 

Storm  through  the  tides,  unheeding  wreck  or  night, 

Lord  of  the  chart,  the  track,  lord  of  thy  fears; 

Fling  to  the  gusts  the  reed  of  weathers  slight ; 

Blood  of  our  blood,  and  kin  to  all  our  tearr, 

Cry  through  the  dark,  and  drive  the  world  to  light. 

Strike  at  the  heart  of  time,  and  rouse  the  years  ! 
— Lizette  Woodworth  Resse,  in  the  June  Scribner'i. 


{ 


Many  causes  for  the  decrease  of  salmon  in  English 
rivers  were  explained  to  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Commission. 
Forty  years  ago,  said  Mr.  Garnett,  of  the  Ribble  Con- 
servancy Board,  there  was  forty  times  the  number  of 
salmon  at  Clitherce  that  there  is  now,  the  decrease  being 
chiefly  due  to  pollution  and  over-netting. 


Anotheb  big  skate  was  landed  by  the  Girvan  fishermen 
measuring  7ft.  aorois  the  fins,  weighing  1321b. 


Richard  Harding  Davis's  first  article  on  the  Boer 
war  appears  in  the  June  Scrih'ncf's.  Mr.  Davis  has  been 
following  Butler's  column,  and  was  present  at  the  relief 
of  Ladytmiih.  In  this  first  article  he  describes  the  battle 
of  Pieter's  Hill.  It  i]  a  piece  of  description  in  hia  most 
brilliant  manner. 

 >■»♦♦<  

One  of  the  visitors  to  the  Manchester  Fishery  Exhibition 
(he  was  not.  an  angler)  was  listening  to  Oapt.  Ormrod's 
explanation  of  the  fiah  hatchery,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
necessarily  used  the  word  "  ova."  Visitor:  "And  what 
is  ova?"  Captain:  "  Ova  are  eggs."  Visitor:  "Dear, 
dear!  I  never  knew  that  fish  laid  eggs."  So  the 
exhibition  has  been  of  some  use  in  the  way  of  educating 
the  masses. 


In  answer  to  a  correspnndent  asking  if  it  is  illegal  to 
catch  fish  from  a  road  biidge  where  the  litnd  unon  pnch 
side  of  the  river  is  strictly  private,  say  in  the  river  Mold 
for  instance,  the  answer  is  "  Yes." 


On  Wednesday,  May  30,  I  saw  a  stiir^emon  the  marble 
slab  of  Mess'-B.  Spiers  and  \'>  nd,  Water-lane.  It  was 
over  lift,  long,  and  weighed  (il  llh.  Of  course,  the  Queen 
will  have  her  usual  "  portion "  when  it  is  cut  up. 
Sturgeon  is  not  my  particular  fancy  ;  a  nice  Dover  sole-" 
either  boiled  or  fried— iji  good  enough  for  Pjiagnbt, 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Db.  C.  S.  Patterson  presided  over  Monday's  meeting 
of  this  society  at  the  Holborn  Restanrant.  A  telegram 
■was  read  from  the  party  of  mambers  who  had  journeyed 
to  Erin's  lele  for  the  May  Fly  fishing  stating  that  the 
weather  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lough  Derg  had  been 
-stormy  and  nnfavoarable.  As  a  result  sport  had  been 
indifferent.  The  total  catch  for  the  week  had  been 
twenty-eight  trout,  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywators  taking  the 
heaviest  fish,  one  of  -lib.  12oz.  The  May  Fly  had  been  in 
evidence  on  the  Uxbridge  water,  though  there  is  no 
appreciable  rise  on  this  part  of  the  Colne.  At  Newbury 
Mr.  Frank  Ward  had  also  noticed  several  May  Flies, 
which  goes  to  show  rather  that  the  rise  will  be  well  on  by 
the  end  of  the  week.  There  was  plenty  of  water  in  the 
Kennett,  and  prospects  were  rosy.  The  members  heard 
with  regret  of  the  death  of  their  old  keeper  at  Newbury, 
Mr.  Charles  Hedges,  and  the  hon.  secretary  was  directed 
to  write  a  letter  of  condolence  with  the  widow  in  her 
bereavement.  Hedges  was  always  a  first-rate  man,  and 
■no  one  had  a  bad  word  to  say  for  him.  Mr.  Reginald  E. 
Booker,  who  has  been  so  long  on  the  sick  list,  was 
reported  by  Mr.  Robert  C.  Blnndell  to  be  rapidly  recover- 
ing from  his  long  illness,  a  statement  which  all  will  hear 
with  _  great  pleasure  and  gratification.  Mr.  Blundell 
mentioned,  in  connection  with  a  recent  discussion  anent 
e«ls,  that  he  had  seen  a  reference  in  Chamber's  Journal 
as  to  their  habits.  It  was  so  interesting  that  he  quoted 
an  extract  from  the  paper  in  question  on  the  subject. 
It  appears  that  ia  a  Belgian  paper  a  wonderful  story  is 
told  by  a  M.  Fiston  of  some  observations  he  has  made  upon 
the  habits  of  eels.  He  planted  at  a  distance  of  about 
ISOyds.  from  the  bank  of  a  river,  where  eels  were  plentiful, 
several  plots  of  peas.  As  the  peas  reached  maturity  he 
noticed  that  some  of  the  pods  were  gnawed  through  with 
an  even,  clean  cut,  and  he  at  once  attributed  the  damage 
to  field  mice.  But  his  gardener  one  day  told  him  that  he 
had  visited  the  ground  very  early  in  the  morninjg,  and  saw 
several  "serpents"  come  from  amongst  the  peas  at  his 
approach  and  go  to  the  river.  The  next  morning 
M.  Fiston  himself  went  to  the  field  and  threw  a  stone 
into  the  middle  of  the  peas,  when  at  once  came  oat  a 
dozen  eels,  which  fled  towards  the  stream.  It  has  (adds 
the  paper)  long  been  known  that  eels  will  leave  the  water 
and  take  to  land  in  search  of  insects,  and  they  will  have 
also  been  known  to  eat  cereals,  but  a  diet  of  peas  for  such 
creatures  is  something  new.  There  will  be  no  meeting  on 
Monday,  that  day  being  a  Bank  Holiday. 

M.  G,  E,  DE  C. 


GRBSHAM  ANGLING  SOOEETT. 
Mr.  T.  B.  Foukmy  presided  at  the  weekly  meeting  held 
on  Tuesday  last.  The  May  Fly  had  been  seen  in  a  few 
districts,  but  only  one  or  two  specimens  in  each  case.  No 
doubt  a  couple  of  days*  warm  sunshine  is  needed  before 
the  fly  will  be  up.  Fairly  good  reports  of  recent  fishing 
were  given.  Mr.  Backii  gham  had  one  sizeible  fish  at 
Chesham,  and  lost  two  others.  Mr.  Tayler,  three  fiah,  of 
13in.,  14in,,  and  15in.  respectively.  Mr.  Allen  had  two 
trout  just  under  the  standard,  which  he  returned,  and  lost 
two  other  fish.  Mr.  Chasteney  captured  five  sizeahle  fish, 
the  largest  being  16in.  long,  and  weighed  IJlO.  This  fish 
was  taken  with  a  Red  Spinner,  and,  on  exdmination,  some 
twenty  varieties  of  flies  were  found  in  its  mouth,  thus 
somewhat  disturbing  the  theory  that  trout  when  feeding 
only  take  a  certain  kind  of  fly.  Mr.  Chasteney  retained 
one  brace  of  his  fish.  Mr.  Fuurmy  one  day  bad  three 
brace,  largest  fiah  weighing  IJ  b.,  taken  with  the  Wickham 
Fancy ;  and  another  day,  three  trout,  with  a  Coachman, 
two  of  which  he  retained.  He  also  broke  in  a 
heavy  fish,  and  lost  two  more.  Mr.  Woodruff 
had  one  trout  on  Saturday  from  Chesham,  and,  in 
trying  for  a  trout  with  the  fly  on  the  Thames,  hooked 
and  landed  a  very  nice  chub  of  about  51b.  weight,  which 
gave  him  capital  tport  in  heavy  water.  Mr.  Canton  had 
fiah  from  Southend.  Mr.  Gibson,  at  Hertford,  one  trout 
of  llin.,  and  some  fifteen  dace,  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Con- 
nellan  and  friend  bad  their  usual  day  after  the  "Thames 
trout,  but  without  success.  Members  will  kindly  be  very 
careful  to  see  that  the  grate  of  the  garden  at  Chesham  is 
ocked  before  leaving  the  Moor.  Mr  James  Tayler  ("  Red 
Palmer")  read  a  most  instructive  and  very  interesting 
paper  on  the  May  Fly  season,  giving  much  valuable  infor- 
mation  as  to  the  life  history  of  the  flv  and  its  wonderful 
attraction  for  trout  and  other  fish.  The  fly  rises  between 
the  third  week  in  May  and  the  second  week  in  .June,  as  a 
rule,  and  though  it  is  found  in  Er  gland,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland  the  rise  is  not  general  all  over  those  places. 
Where  not  found,  importation  has  frequently  been  tried 
^th  rnarked  success.  There  would  appear  to  be  a  great 
diversity  of  opinion  amongst  authorities  as  to  the  time  of 
life,  from  two  to  nine  days  being  giyen,  but  probably 
three  days  would  be  correct,  the  exhaustion  following 
immediately  on  the  completion  of  depositing  eggs  killing 
the  insect.  Greater  accuracy  in  casting  is  necessary 
in  fishing  with  the  artificial  May  Fly.  The  sides  of  rivers, 
nnder  overhanging  trees  and  behind  projecting  banks  or 
■tones,  are  mobt  hkely  places  to  find  a  trout.  The  early 
morning,  too,  is  perhaps  the  best  time  unless  there  is  a 
heavy  dew,  but  a  wet  day  with  a  slight  wind  to  ruffle  the 
surface  of  the  stream  was  thought  to  be  the  best  condition 
of  any.  Then  a  Red  Palmer  cased  as  a  dropper  Was  very 
often  a  killing  method.  At  those  times  when  the  fly  was 
up,  but  the  fish  not  taking,  a  good-sized  alder  would  often 
be  found  a  success.  Above  all,  in  cisting  let  there  be  no 
slack,  and  the  angler  should  be  prepared  to  strike  at  once. 
Qnit«  an  interesting  discussion  ensued,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  the  May  Fly  thrives  apparently  equally  well 
in  yravelly  and  fast  or  muddy  and  slaggish  streams,  and 
had  been  intn  daced  under  both  conditions  with  sue  '^ss. 
Many  bad  found  the  alder  killing  when  the  troat 
were  glutted  with  the  May  Fly,  and  a  golden  sedge  wa« 


also  killing  at  those  times.  Mr.  O.  Hoyle  kindly  brought 
up  a  case  of  artificial  May  Flies  of  standard  patterns  to 
illustrate  the  paper.  The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were 
accorded  Mr.  Tayler  for  reading  his  paper.  On  June  I'), 
Dr.  J.  Simpson  Ladell  will  read  a  paper,  entitled 
"  Gleaniners,"  when  I  hope  to  have  a  large  attendance 
again.  After  the  usual  toasts  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chair  the  meeting  terminated.  On  June  30  there  is  a 
unique  item  on  the  programme — "  picnic  and  casting 
tournament  at  Kelvedon."  I  should  be  very  glad  if  those 
members  who  intend  going  down  and  bringing  ladies  wii  h 
them  will  kindly  advise  me  how  many  there  will  be  in 
their  party,  so  that  I  may  make  arrangements  as  to 
catering  and  comfort  at  Kelvedon,  besides  perhaps  being 
able  to  get  special  tickets  from  the  railway  company  if  a 
given  number  is  guaranteed.  Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCEETT. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members,  held  at  Ye 
Olde  Rainbow  Tavern,  15,  Fleet-street,  E  C,  on  Wednes- 
day, May  30,  at  8  p.m.  (Mr.  Croft-Handley  in  the  chair),  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  read  and 
confirmed,  the  hon.  secretary  read  repoi:ts  from  the 
society's  agents  at  Ramegate  and  East  Looe.  The 
following  experiences  were  then  given  by  members  :  Mr. 
Tucker,  at  Burnham-on-Cronch,  found  spoilt  very  poor, 
his  largest  flounder  weighing  only  Jib. ;  Mr.  Graham,  at 
Southend,  on  May  28,  took  nine  flounders,  all  very  fair 
size,  and  a  few  plaice ;  Mr.  Lane,  at  Southend,  on  May  26, 
with  two  friends,  fishing  from  the  pier,  only  caught  about 
seven  fish,  best  lib.  2oz.  The  fine  show  of  Cape  salmon, 
&c.,  caught  by  Dr.  Brownfie'd  Bateman  at  Al«oa  Bay, 
was  exhibited.  Three  Cape  salmon  weighing  :  641b.,  and 
measuring  61in.  in  length  by  32^in.  in  girth  ;  351b.  in 
weight,  53in.  in  length  by  25iin.  in  girth  ;  and  341b.  in 
weight,  49in.  in  length  by  26Jin.  in  girth  respectively. 
Also  two  yellowtail  weighing,  281b.,  and  measuring 
43|in.  in  length  by  20in.  in  girth ;  and  261b.  in  weight, 
and  41fin.  in  length  by  20in.  in  girth  respectively.  These 
five  fish  were  taken  in  two  hours  forty  minutes,  the  largest 
Cape  salmon  taking  eleven  minutes  to  capture,  and  landed 
by  means  of  a  running  noose  placed  round  the  fish,  a 
steward  being  lowered  over  the  side  of  the  ship  to  do  so. 
The  yellowtail.  Dr.  Bateman  said,  gave  the  greatest  sport, 
and  took  the  greatest  time  to  kill.  The  biit  used  was 
horse  mackerel,  fishing  in  water  of  fourteen  fathoms,  and 
about  6ft.  from  the  bottom,  the  wind  blowing  onshore  (a 
most  unusual  occurrence).  A  flying  fish  was  also 
exhibited,  which  had  flown  into  the  barber's  shop,  hitting 
the  barber  on  the  neck  while  in  the  act  of  shaving  a 
passenger.  The  hon.  sec.  remarked  that  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  Cape  salmon  was  closely  allied  to  the  great  sea 
perch,  and  the  yellowtail  to  the  mackerel,  tunny,  and 
black  sea  bass ;  and  the  reason  that  these  large  fish  were 
found  in  such  numbers  so  close  iu  shore  was  owing  to  the 
offal  coming  down  the  rivers  from  the  aeat  of  war.  He 
also  announced  that  the  committee  had  decided  to  preserve 
the  largest  Cape  salmon  and  one  of  the  yellowtail,  the 
order  having  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  SauDd»rs, 
and  also  reminded  members  that  there  vrill  be  no  meeting 
next  Wednesday,  and  that  on  and  after  June  13  next  the 
headquarters  of  the  society  will  be  at  the  Restaurant 
Frascati,  where  all  meetings  will  in  future  be  held.  Very 
hearty  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  Dr.  Bateman  for 
the  trouble  he  had  taken  in  bringing  this  fine  catch  to 
England  for  the  benefit  of  the  society;  also  to  Mr. 
Cooksey  for  bis  courtesy  and  the  interest  he  has  taken  in 
the  society  during  the  time  in  which  its  headquarters  have 
been  at  the  Rainbow,  and  to  the  chairman  for  his  conduct 
in  the  chair.  The  usual  toast  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
With  Mr.  Philip  Geen  in  the  chair,  the  adjourned 
annual  delegate  meeting  of  this  flourishing  ass  iciation 
was  concluded  on  Monday  night,  at  the  Cripplegate 
Institute,  Golden  Lane,  Barbican.  Representatives  from 
thirtj-five  clubs  were  present  Mr.  Geen  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett  have  already  been  re-elected  president  and  vice- 
president  respectively  of  the  association,  and  the  election 
of  other  officers  was  further  proceeded  with,  there  be'ng 
numerous  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  various  com- 
mittees, &o.  The  following  officers  were  elected : 
Trustees,  Messrs.  J.  B.  Close,  VV.  H.  Barber,  and 
F.  Gray ;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Powles-West ;  hon.  reporter, 
Mr.  A.  it.  Matthews  ;  tyler,  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams ;  renting 
and  preservation  committee,  Messrs.  W.  T.  Attwood, 

E.  Ckrke,  Norri?,  Ashmore,  S.  Malby,  A.  R.  Matthews, 
J.  J.  Frei,  F.  Newton,  W.  H  Barber,  J.  W.  Harris, 
B.  Abrahams,  and  T.  C.  R.  La  Mond;  finance  committee, 
Messrs.  W.  J.  Wells,  J.  B.  Close,  W.  H.  Barber,  and 

F.  Gray;  general  committee,  Messrs.  Eas'wood,  Wright, 
Wells,  Musgrave,  J.  Taloot,  Argent,  McGuire,  Holt, 
Osmond,  J.  Marmiog,  Ashmore,  Barber,  Beaumont, 
Castell,  Brockett,  Clurke,  Gibbons,  Gray,  Harwood, 
Hunt,  Loft,  Murphy,  Norris,  and  Renn  ;  visiting  oflicers, 
Messrs.  La  Mond,  Harris,  Abrah-ims,  and  Manui>>g.  Mr. 
Matthews,  as  representing  the  Thames  Angling  Preserva- 
tion Society,  asked  the  association  to  elect  a  representa- 
tive, who  would  be  very  welcome  at  their  meetings.  He 
also  thanked  the  association  for  its  handsome  donation  of 
£10  towards  the  society's  fands.  The  meeting  unani- 
mously elected  Mr.  J.  B.  Ctose  to  represent  the  associa- 
tion on  the  T.A.P.S.  Information  had,  it  is  stated, 
reached  the  society  to  the  effect  that  a  man  had  been 
detected  taking  eel  lines  out  of  the  Stort,  and  a  prosecu- 
tion is  likely  to  result,  this  being  an  illegal  offence. 
Mr.  B.  Abrahams  introduced  a  new  club  for  enrolment — 
the  Greyhound  Pisoatorials,  the  Greyhound  Hotel, 
Kensingrton-square.   The  club's  standard  of  fish  was  to  b« 


above  the  Thames  legal  measurement,  and  there  were  to 
be  no  gross  weight  prizes.  Mr.  Charles  Ranger  (secretary) 
was  present,  and  the  club  waa  at  once  enrolled.  The 
association's  Anglers'  Btnjvolent  Society's  repre- 
sentatives were  next  elected  as  follows :  Messrs.  Hunt, 
Black,  Brockett,  Gibbons,  Clarke,  Malby,  G.  Norris,  B. 
Newbold,  Xewton,  Rmu,  F.  Thorling,  Harris,  Loft, 
Abrahams,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  I'auditor).  Messrs. 
Chapman  (Allason  United),  Beales  and  Bence  (Jubilee), 
and  Cloake  (Limehouse  I'iecatorials)  were  app  ointed  hon. 
water  baililTs  in  connection  with  the  association's  rented 
fisheries.  The  visiting  oflicers  followed  with  their  reports ; 
Mr.  Manning  mentioning  that  £7  waa  in  the  Cambridge 
Heath  Brothers'  collecting  box.  Mr.  La  Mond  said  he 
found  the  A. B.S.  box  at  the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham 
to  contain  £3  133.  Cd.  Referring  to  a  visit  at  the  Carlton 
A.S.,  Mr.  Harris  stated  that  the  sum  in  the  box  amounted 
to  £1  Os.  Od.  Mr.  Portwine,  a  gentleman  in  the  room, 
asked  him  for  the  6d.,  and  gave  him  £1  in  exchange. 
Mr.  Newton  asked  if  the  A. B.S.  box  at  the  Swan,  at 
Bures,  had  been  opened.  He  added  that  it  was  so  fall  at 
Christmas  that  it  would  not  hold  any  more  inoney. 
(Laughter.)  Mr.  Ghurney  answered  the  question  in  the 
negative.  Mr.  J.  Harwood  (Sundial)  asked  if  it  was  not 
usual  at  the  annual  meeting  to  fix  the  yearage  or  price  of 
the  privilege  tickets  ?  Tne  Chairman  :  Yes,  are  yon  going 
to  propose  IO3.  ?  (Laughter.)  Mr.  Harwood :  I  shall 
have  very  much  pleasure  in  proposing  that  the  yearage  be 
2s.  6d.,  although  I  don't  suppose  I  shall  get  a  seconder. 
(Laughter.)  The  6d.  is  to  go  towards  preservation ;  I 
could  never  see  a  better  way  of  devoting  that  amount,  and 
in  the  future  it  will  be  charged,  if  it  is  not  now.  There 
being  no  seconder,  Mr.  Gray  proposed,  and  Mr.  Beaumont 
seconded,  that  the  yearage  be  as  laet  year,  viz  :  2s. ;  the 
resolution  being  carried  unanimously.  Mr.  Gray  said  he 
should  like  to  get  another  6d.,  but  he  did  not  think 
it  was  possible  under  the  circumstances.  Mr.  R. 
Ghurney  (who  last  week  retired  from  the  secretary, 
ship  of  the  association)  said  he  would  like  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  thanking  the  delegates  for  the  kindness 
and  courtesy  they  had  always  extended  to  him  daring  the 
twenty  years  he  had  been  their  secretary.  He  wished 
them  all  prosperity,  and  all  they  wished  themselves. 
(Applause.)  The  proceedings  then  closed  with  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Geen  for  presiding. 

HoN/  Repoeter. 


IRISH  TOURS. 

An&lers  contemplating  a  visit  to  the  sister  isle  will 
find  much  to  interest  them  in  the  tourist  programme  just 
issued  by  the  Midland  Great  Western  Riil>vay  of  Ireland, 
Broadstone  Terminus,  Dublin.  Tourist  tickets  may  be 
had  allowing  stoppages,  according  to  the  route  travelled, 
at  Boyle — where  the  531b.  pike  was  recently  caught  by 
Constable  P.  J.  O'Connor,  R.I  C  — at  Mulliogar,  Athlone, 
Athenry,  Galway,  and  at  any  station  on  th»  Galway  and 
Clifden  line;  and  at  Castlebar,  Foxford,  Claremorris,  or 
Ballinrobe  (for  Lough  Mask),  Westport,  ani  Millaranny. 
The  tourist  may  prolong  his  stay  at  Sligo,  Ballina, 
Weetport,  Galway,  Ennistymon  (for  Lisdoonvama  Spas), 
Limerick  (for  Kdlaloe  and  Lough  Derg),  Killarney, 
Mallow  (for  Cork  or  Lismore  and  the  Ri^-ir  Blackwater)  ; 
at  Thurles  or  Goold's  Cross  (for  Holy  Cross  Abbey  and 
the  Rock  of  Cashel)  ;  at  Limerick  Junction  (for  Water- 
ford)  ;  and  at  Listowel  (for  B  dlybaonion) ;  also  at 
Bundoran  or  Ballyshannon  (for  D  megal)  ;  Londonderry 
(for  Giant's  Causeway) ;  Enniskillen  (for  Lough  Erne)  ; 
and  Goraghwood  or  Dundalk  (for  Rostrevor),  provided 
the  whole  circuit  for  which  toe  ticket  is  issued  be 
completed  within  the  time  allowed  on  the  ticket. 

All  tourist  tickets  are  available  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  circular  tickets  to  Sligo,  Ballina,  Westport,  Leenane, 
Letterfrack,  Runoyle,  Cufden,  and  Galsvay,  or  Galway, 
Recess,  Leenane,  Westport,  Sligo,  Baadoran,  DonegsU., 
and  Londonderry,  and  others.  The  dtvdrsitied  grandeur 
of  the  lake,  island,  mountain,  and  vale  sc^^nery  of  Sligo 
and  Lough  Gill  is  almost  unrivalled.  Ros8->s  Point  is 
speedily  becoming  one  of  the  favourite  seaside  resorts  of 
Ireland.  The  charming  valley,  lake,  and  waterfalls  of 
Glencar  are  famous.  Dromahaire  and  the  "smiling 
valley,"  sung  by  Moore,  are  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Lough 
Gill.  Benbulbsn,  one  of  the  grai  djst  of  our  mountains, 
ketps  watch  and  ward  over  Lough  Gill,  Sligo,  "Drum- 
cliSe  of  the  Crosses,'' ani  historic  Inismurray;  Carrow- 
more  sepulchral  remains ;  Knockoarea,  capp:id  by  the 
"  Misgaun  Meave."  CoUooney,  and  BdJlysodare  are  all 
within  a  half-hour's  journey  of  Sligo. 

The  Midland  Great  Western  line  covers  some  of  the 
best  fishing  ground  in  Ireland,  and  offers  many  facilities 
to  the  angler-tourist.  The  programme  for  1900  just  to 
hand  contains  up-to-date  information  of  the  tisain?  to  be 
had,  and  in  addition  to  a  useful  map  of  the  district 
covered,  gives  some  charming  views,  including  the  Salmon 
Leap  at  Oughterard,  co.  Galway,  Lough  Gill,  &c. 


WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS, 1900. 

THE  GREA.T  EA.STERN  RAILWAY 
Announce  that,  in  addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and 
Friday  or  Saturday  to  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday 
tickets,  which  are  issued  from  Liverpool-street  and  their 
other  London  and  suburban  stations,  to  ths  east  and 
north-east  coasts  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districs  (Cromer, 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Mondesley,  Southend  -  on  -  Sea, 
Bumham-on-Crouch,  Clacton,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dover- 
court,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold, 
Hunstanton,  Scarborough,  Whitby,  Bridlington,  &o.), 
they  will  on  Saturday,  June  2,  issue  special  cueap  excur- 
sion tickets  to  most  of  the  above  stations ;  also  to  Norwich, 
Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham,  and  the  other 
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principal  statioDB  in  Essex,  Cambridge,  Norfolk,  and 
SnfEolk.  Excursion  tickets  will  also  be  issued  from 
Liverpool-street  and  suburban  stations  by  the  Cathpdral 
route  on  Friday,  June  1,  to  Scarboronuh,  Whitby, 
Durham,  Newcastle.  Berwick,  Edinburjth,  Glasgow,  &o., 
and  on  Saturday,  June  2,  to  Lincoln,  Doncaster,  York, 
Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Manchester,  Sheffield,  Hull, 
Edwinstowe  (for  the  Dukeries),  Chesterfield,  Durham, 
Newcastle,  &c.  Tickets  (ordinary,  excursion,  _&c.)  can  be 
obtained  in  advance  at  Liverpool-street  Station,  at  the 
Great  Eastern  American  Rendezvous,  2,  Cockspnr-street, 
S.W.,  and  at  the  Company's  various  City,  West-end, 
and  other  booking  offices.  Relieving  trains  will  be 
nm  on  the  Friday  and  Saturday  to  Colchester, 
Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Cromer,  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  &o.  Special 
trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  on  Saturday,  June  2, 
at  8.10  and  9  55  a.m.,  and  at  1.55,  4  5,  and  7.12  p.m.  for 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft,  &c. ;  at 
7.12  p.m.  to  Felixstowe;  and  at  4.5  p.m.  to  Clacton, 
Frinton,  and  Walton.  Midnight  trains  for  the  accom- 
modation of  persons  detained  late  in  town  on  Saturday 
will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.20  for  Norwich,  via 
Cambridge,  and  at  12  25  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and 
Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  inter- 
mediate stations ;  and  at  12  3  for  Chelmsford,  Col- 
chester, and  Clacton.  a  supper  oar  being  run  on  this 
train.  On  Bank  Holiday  excursion  tickets  will  be 
issued  from  Liverpool-street  and  suburban  stations  to 
Southend-on-Sea,  Bnrnham-on-Crouch,  Clacton,  Frin- 
ton, Walton,  Dovercourt,  and  Harwich ;  from  Liver- 
pool-street to  Yarmouth,  Hertford,  Cambridge,  and 
Ely;  from  St.  Pancras  to  Yarmouth,  Cromer,  Hert- 
ford, Cambridge,  and  Ely.  Excursion  tickets  will  be 
issued  and  special  trains  run  to  Epping  Forest,  Brox- 
bourne,  and  Rye  House.  On  Whit  Tuesday  several  of  the 
usual  up  Monday  only  expresses,  including  the  7_  a.m. 
restaurant  car  train  from  Cromer,  will  be  run  on  this  day 
instead  of  Bank  Holiday.  Restaurant  care  will  also  be 
run  on  the  7  40  a.m.  train  from  Clacton. 

Restaurant  cars  are  now  run  daily  on  the  trains  leaving 
Liverpool-street  at  4  55  p.m.  for  Norwich  and  Cromer, 
and  at  5  p  m.  for  Yarmouth,  and  on  the  up  trains  leaving 
Cromer  at  8  a.m.,  and  Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM 
RAILWAY. 
Cheap  day  excursions  will  be  run  on  Whit  Sunday  and 
Whit  Monday  from  Charing  Cross,  Waterloo,  Cannon-street, 
London  Bridge,  and  New  Cross,  to  Tunbridge  Wells, 
Hastings,  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal,  Walmer,  Ramsgate, 
Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  and  Graves- 
end.  Cheap  day  tickets,  available  by  certain  trains,  will  be 
issued  to  Aldershot  on  Whit  Monday  from  Charing  Cross, 
Cannon-street,  and  London  Bridge  stations,  but  not  from 
New  Cross.  Cheap  day  excursions  will  also  be  ran  on 
Whit  Sunday  and  Whit  Monday  from  Victoria,  Holbom, 
and  St.  Paul's,  to  Canterbury,  Deal,  Dover,  Gravesend, 
Heme  Bay,  Margate,  Ramsgate,  Sheemess,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Walmer,  and  Whitatable.  Also  on  Whit  Monday 
from  Victoria  (Chatham  and  Dover)  only,  to  Tunbridge 
Wells  and  Hastiugs.  On  Whit  Monday  frequent  special 
and  ordinary  trains  will  run  to  and  from  Victoria, 
Holborn,  Ludgate  Hill,  St.  Paul's  and  intermediate 
stations  and  the  Crystal  Palace  (high  level).  Return  fare, 
la.  6d.,  third  class,  including  admission.  The  Continental 
excursions  are  as  follows :  A  cheap  excursion  to  Boulogne 
from  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street  at  2.45  p  m.  on 
Saturday,  June  2,  returning  at  4  30  or  7  40  p.m.  on  Bank 
Holiday.  Cheap  return  tickets  to  Boulogne  will  also  be 
issued  at  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street  on  June  1,  2, 
and  3,  available  until  June  6,  and  by  certain  services  only. 
On  Bank  Holiday  a  special  day  excursion  will  be  run  to 
Boulogne,  leaving  Charing  On  ss  at  10  a.m.  For  intending 
▼isitors  to  the  Paris  Exhibition,  cheap  tickets  to  Paris 
will  be  issued  on  Saturday,  June  2  leaving  Charing  Cross 
and  Cannon-street  at  9  a.m.,  also  10  a.m.  from  Charing 
Cross  only.  From  June  1  to  June  3  inclusive,  cheap 
tickets,  available  tor  fourteen  days,  will  be  issued  to  Paris 
from  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street  stations  by  2.45 
P.M.,  and  from  Charing  Cross,  Victoria,  Cannc  n-street, 
and  Holbom  by  9  p.m.  services  only.  On  Bank  Holiday  a 
cheap  dny  excursion  will  be  run  to  Calais,  leaving  Charing 
Cross  and  Cannon-btreet  at  9  a.m.  Cheap  six-day  tickets 
will  be  isbued  to  Calais  on  June  1,  2,  and  3.  Cheap 
tickets  to  Brussels  nill  be  issued  from  Charing  Cross, 
Victoria,  Cannon-street,  Holbom,  and  St.  Paul's  from 
May  30  to  Jane  4  inclusive,  available  for  eight  days. 
Special  aheap  eisht-day  return  tickets  to  Amsterdam, 
Amheim,  The  Hague,  Rotterdam,  and  Utrecht,  via 
Queenboro'  and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from  May  .30  to 
June  4  inclusive,  leaving  Victoria,  Holborn,  St.  Paul's, 
and  Heme  Hill  at  9  10  a.m.  Cheap  tickets  to  Fluxhing 
will  be  issued  by  the  9  2.')  a  m.  and  8  45  p.m.  services  from 
Victoria  and  Ilolboin  on  June  1,  2,  and  3,  available  to 
return  by  any  service  up  to  the  10.30  a.m.  steamer  on 
June  5.  Cheap  seveuteen-day  return  tickets  will  he  issued 
to  Flnt'hing  <  tt  -lune  1  and  2.  leaving  Victoria  and  Holborn 
at  9  26  a  m.  Cheap  eiKlit  ddy  return  tickets  to  Ostend, 
availaVjle  V)y  certain  services  from  Charing  Cross,  Victoria, 
Cannon-Btreet,  Holborn,  and  St.  Paul's,  will  be  issued 
from  May  M  to  Jun>;  4.  Daring  the  holidays  the  Conti- 
nental services  will  be  as  usual,  with  the  exception  of  the 
5.3.'{  p  m.  Ostend  service,  which  will  not  run  from 
Victoria,  Hfdbom,  and  St.  Paul's  on  Whit  Sunday.  A 
limited  express  train  (first,  second,  and  third  class)  will 
leave  Charing  Cross  at  2  p.m.  on  June  2  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  those  paMrengers  desiring  to  arrive  early  on  board 
the  Boulogne  Hteain«r  at  Folkesttjne.  Full  particulars  of 
the  return  times  of  the  above  excursions^  alterations  in 
train  servic«n._  A.c.,  are  given  in  the  special  holiday  pro- 
p«mme  and  bills. 


"^ofcs  from  tf)c  ^orf^. 

The  liveliest  sport  just  now  is  being  got  on  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Dee.  Anglers  have  waited  long  and  patiently 
for  their  chance,  and  it  has  come  at  last.  Mr.  Chas. 
Farqnhar,  Drumnagesk,  had  sixteen  fish,  sealing  from  61b. 
to  161b.,  to  his  own  rod  on  the  Glentana  water  on  Saturday 
week  last.  This  is  the  top  ec3re  for  any  single  rod  in  one 
day  as  yet  for  the  season. 

Fish  are  plentiful  all  over  the  river,  and  good  sport  may 
confidently  be  reckoned  on  well  on  to  the  end  of  June.  On 
the  Aboyne  Hotel  waters  seventeen  fish  were  creeled  last 
week ;  and  on  the  Ballater  section  baskets  of  from  ten  to 
twenty  fish  are  quite  common  every  other  day  now. 

I  have  again  interviewed  Mr.  Beattie  re  the  Monikie 
troat  photo,  and  have  nothing  to  add  beyond  the  simple 
assurance  that  it  was  the  capture  of  his  own  rod.  Mr. 
Beattie  is  annoyed  that  so  much  is  being  made  of  it,  as  he 
does  not  consider  it  a  great  feat.  There  is  really  nothing 
to  war  about.   


An  angler  on  the  Don  the  other  day  met  with  an 
experience  in  keepers'  manners  he  is  rot  likely  to  forget 
in  a  hurry.  He  had  an  invitation  to  fish  a  water  he  only 
knew  by  name,  and  cycled  out  to  the  river  along  with  his 
two  boys.  Being  directed  to  the  water  by  a  railway 
official,  he  had  not  well  begun  when  he  was  assailed  by  a 
burly  bully  of  a  keeper  from  the  opposite  bank,  and 
ordered  to  clear  out.  Not  knowing  but  that  it  was  a  bit 
of  bluff  to  keep  strangers  off  the  water,  the  angler  asked 
the  keeper  whose  water  it  was.  Instead  of  answering, 
the  irate  keeper  crossed  over,  and,  without  warning,  dealt 
the  inoffensive  angler  a  blow  on  the  head,  and  then 
attempted  to  throw  him  into  the  river. 

He  also  seized  the  rod,  basket,  and  cycles  belonging  to 
the  angler  and  his  party,  being  assisted  by  two  others  who 
had  crossed  over  with  him.  'This,  however,  was'  too  much 
for  the  long-suffering  angler,  who  coolly  stripped  his  coat 
and  vest,  prepared  tor  action,  and  warned  the  keeper  that 
if  he  dared  lay  another  finger  on  his  person  or  property  he 
would  do  so  to  his  cost.  The  sight  of  the  bared  arms  and 
determined  attitude  of  the  athlete  had  the  desired  effect. 
The  blustering  bully  slunk  away,  and  the  gentleman  and 
his  sons  gathered  up  their  property  and  betook  themselves 
to  the  other  side  of  the  fence. 

I  was  out  on  the  Don  one  day  recently,  being  tempted 
by  the  reports  of  the  grand  baskets  a-going,  and  spent 
some  six  hours  for  one  poor  trout  of  4oz.  The  following 
day  on  the  Sime  water  my  friend,  who  owns  the  water, 
creeledl51b.  of  fine  yellow  trout,  heaviest  2Jlb. 

Small  flies  are  now  the  order  of  the  day.  The  Sher- 
broke  is  a  favourite  salmon  fly  on  the  mid-reaches  of  the 
Dee,  and  the  sizes  for  grilse  and  sea  trout  are  nnsurpass- 
able  as  taking  lures. 

An  angling  club  has  often  been  talked  about  in  angling 
circles  in  Aberdeen,  but  up  till  now  the  Granite  City  has 
not  one  single  club  within  its  walls,  unless  the  Rock- 
fishers'  Association  be  counted  as  such.  However,  steps 
are  being  taken  to  remedy  the  omission,  and  fill  up  tlus 
blank  in  sach  a  teeming  centre  of  fish  and  fishermen,  and 
one  is  to  be  floated  forthwith. 


Princess  Beatrice  and  Princess  Louise  of  Battenberg 
leave  Balmoral  this  week  for  a  cruise  among  the 
picturesque  towns  on  the  Devon  and  Cornish  coast.  As 
an  amateur  photographer  Princess  Beatrice  will ,  in  all 
likelihood,  bring  back  with  her  many  mementoes  of  her 
visit  to  the  Dart  and  neighbouring  streams  to  grace  the 
Royal  album.  _____ 

Captain  E.  A.  P.  Brooke  killed  fifty-four  salmon  on  the 
Little  Knappoch  water  up  to  the  end  of  April,  and  for  his 
success  his  rent  has  just  been  doubled,  or  nearly  so.  This  is 
how  proprietors  treat  successful  tenants.  Of  course  the 
gallant  captain  knows  he  may  live  a  lifetime  on  the  water 
and  never  see  the  like  again. 

Sir  Charles  Forbes,  Bart.,  of  Newe,  Donside,  has  sold 
his  famous  Delnadamph  grouse  moor  extending  to  about 
10,000  acres,  to  Mr.  J.  Mowbray,  of  Naymoor.  The 
estate  carries  with  it  a  goodly  stretch  of  the  Don,  on 
which  there  is  the  pink  of  trout  angling,  and  an  occasional 
salmon  to  be  got.   

The  Duchess  of  Fife's  300  Lochlevens  are  doing 
remarkably  well  since  their  transplanting  from  Howieton, 
The  whole  300  survived  the  journey,  and  no  mortality  has 
been  as  yet  observable.  _____ 

Mr.  Camegie  has  been  making  another  artificial  loch 
within  his  grounds  at  Skibbo  Castle,  being  the  third  now 
that  he  has  at  his  command.  His  factor  is  an  angler  and 
piscicultarist,  and  is  stocking  the  new  loch  with  natives, 

Si'KciAL  Scotch. 


Pauliamrnt  dirhoi.vss  by  effluxion  of  time;  but  time's  flight 
only  odds  to  the  power  ot  difleRse  If  means  are  not  taken  to 
eradinate  it.  IndlKnsMon,  stomach  and  liver  complaints  espeRlally 
rnquire  urgent  treatment,  and  tbern  are  no  niodiolnes  known 
which  act  upon  these  partluulsr  ailments  with  such  suconss  as 
Uolloway's  Pills.  These  grand  remedies  strengttien  the  stomach. 
Increase  the  appetite,  and  rouse  the  sluggish  liver.  I<'or  bowel 
complaints  they  are  Invaluable,  as  th(^y  remove  every  primary 
deriingcment  They  may  be  used  at  all  times  and  In  all  climates 
by  persons  affected  t)y  biliouBness  or  nausea;  for  flatulency  and 
heartburn  they  are  speolUcn.  Indeed,  no  ailment  of  the  digeative 
organs  can  resist  tbelr  purifying  and  oorreottve  powers. 


Iprovincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Thursday  evening  last  the  prizes  won  in  the 
specimen  fish  competition  at  Bingley  Hall  were  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  T.  Coles  to  the  successful  competitors. 
The  chief  prize  winner  was  Mr.  H.  W.  Dare,  who  was 
presented  with  a  silver  cup  of  the  value  of  £6  for  the 
best  specimen  pike  taken  since  Jan.  1,  1899.  The 
other  prizes  were  given  in  money,  which  amounted  to 
.£20,  ttie  whole  of  which,  together  with  the  cup,  being 
given  by  Mr.  G.  Stanley,  the  manager  of  the  exhibition. 
Mr.  Coles,  previous  to  handing  over  the  prizes,  com- 
plimented the  clubs  and  the  members  who  had  secured  the 
prizes  for  the  hearty  manner  in  which  they  had  interested 
themselves  in  making  the  show  of  fish  such  a  great 
success,  which  had  met  with  the  admiration  of  all  classes 
of  people  who  had  visited  the  exhibition,  and  hoped  that 
next  year  the  show  of  cases  would  be  greater.  The  dis- 
play had  done  much  to  popularise  the  Birmingham 
Association,  and  to  induce  the  clubs  to  go  in  for  the 
preservation  of  specimen  fish  caught  by  their  members. 
After  the  distribution  had  taken  place  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  G.  Stanley  for  his  Sndness, 
and  the  generous  manner  in  which  he  had  treated  the 
association,  after  which  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr. 
C.  White,  who  had  acted  as  hon.  sec.  Great  satisfaction 
was  expressed  by  all  present  at  the  manner  in  which  the 
whole  of  the  business  had  been  carried  out.  A  number  of 
our  clubs  are  making  arrangements  for  their  annual 
contests.  The  Small  Heath  Society  have  arranged  to  fish 
a  bye  contest  in  the  canal  at  Pazeley  on  July  1  next, 
and  their  annual  contest  on  August  Bank  Holiday. 
The  place  for  the  latter  contest  has  not,  as  yet, 
been  decided  upon.  The  St.  Pauls  fish  their  annual 
contest  at  Pershore  on  the  second  Sunday  in  July.  The 
Jubilee  tish  their  annual  at  Bredon  on  July  1,  and  the 
Tenby  fish  their  annual  at  the  same  place  on  July  8.  Mr. 
J._  Spires,  of  the  Railway  Hotel,  Defford,  came  to 
Birmingham  to  see  me  on  Saturday  last  re  the  fishing  he 
has  at  bis  disposal.  He  informs  me  that  he  has  room  for 
about  110  anglers  to  fish  contests  close  to  his  house  on 
Sundays,  independent  of  a  number  of  places  where  small 
parties  may  fish  by  themselves.  He  is  about  to  employ 
two  men  to  look  to  the  marking  out  of  the  contest  ground, 
and  to  assist  the  referees  and  umpires  in  their  work  ;  but 
as  this  will  entail  some  expense  to  him  he  has  thought  it 
advisable  to  make  a  small  charge  to  the  clubs  holding 
contests  under  the  circumstances.  The  secretaries  of 
clubs  who  wish  to  fish  their  contests  on  his  water 
should  write  and  make  their  arrangements  at  once. 
A  large  portion  of  the  land  close  to  the  river 
is  grass  land,  and  will  not  be  mowed  until  about 
June  26  next,  so  clubs  are  requested  not  to  arrange 
to  hold  any  contests  in  this  neighbourhood  until  the  grass 
is  cut.  There  is  every  prospect  of  the  fishing  in  the 
Avon  this  year  being  better  than  it  has  been  for  years 
past.  On  Monday  evening  last  Mr.  T.  Coles  presented  a 
splendid  illuminated  address  to  Mr.  R.  Vann,  who  for 
three  years  held  the  office  of  president  to  the  Good  Intent 
Society,  but  owing  to  ill-health  was  compelled  to  resign 
his  office.  The  address  was  a  grand  work  of  art,  and  was 
subscribed  to  by  all  the  members  of  the  society.  Trout 
fishing  has  been  of  a  more  encouraging  nature  during  the 
last  few  days.  Several  very  nice  fish  have  been  taken  from 
the  Severn  below  Hampton  lode,  the  most  killing  bait 
being  the  small  Devon  spinning  minnow.  The  fly  has  also 
accounted  for  several  brace  of  tish  on  the  Blythe.  Several 
rods  have  been  out,  some  of  which  have  been  fairly 
successful.  Some  few  trout  have  also  been  taken  from 
the  river  Trent  in  the  Rugeley  district. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  last  the  second  big  event  of  the 
season  took  place  on  the  river  Hull,  at  Dunswell,  when 
about  150  of  our  local  anglers  assembled  to  take  part  in  the 
annual  open  match  of  the  Globe  Angling  Association  for 
the  twenty  prizes  c  ffered,  and  after  fishing  under  difficulties 
for  about  two  and  a  half  hours,  the  anglers  having  to  face 
a  very  strong  up-tide,  with  an  adverse  wind  and  a  quantity 
of  floatii  g  weeds,  the  following  competitors  were  declared 
the  first  six  prize  winners,  with  catches  ranging  from  ll|oz. 
down  to  8|  )z.,  viz  :  Messrs.  G.  Skjw,  E.  Allison,  Ike 
Wilkinson,  J.  Woodhall,  J.  Hockey,  and  R.  H.  Barlow, 
the  last  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Bardsley,  with  BJoz. 
The  prizes  were  distributed  on  Tuesday  evening  at  the 
Barrel  Tavern  in  Edgar-street,  in  the  west  district,  and 
after  the  presentation  a  smoking  concert  ensued,  and  some 
very  good  patriotic  songs  and  recitations  were  rendered  by 
the  anglers  present.  During  the  part  week  or  so  several 
important  club  matches  have  also  been  fished  in  various 
parts  of  the  river.  '  The  Central  Hall  Angling  Association 
opened  their  season  at  Hull  Bridge,  and  at  the  prize 
distribution,  which  took  pUoe  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr  George  Dixon,  Mr.  J.  Woodhall 
was  awaid-d  the  first  prize  with  lib.  6|  z.  of  fish,  which 
included  a  very  good  flounder  that  scaled  9J  z.  The  next 
two  winners  were  Messrs.  R.  Jameson  and  J.  Simmonds. 
The  Royal  Oak  A  S.  fished  their  first  match  of  the  season 
on  the  river,  at  Grovehill,  Messrs.  F.  Dixon,  G.  Caley, 
and  0.  Wilson  being  declared  the  first  three  prize 
winners.  Several  very  good  cj,tohes  of  flounders  and  eels 
have  been  made  during  the  week  in  the  tidal  waters  at 
Dunswell,  Wawne,  Miuto  Flatts,  and  Hull  Bridge,  and  on 
the  27th  a  trout  weighing  31b.  12i)z.  was  taken  with  worm 
on  Minto  Flatts,  which  bsh  is  in  the  hands  of  one  of  our 
local  taxidermists  for  preservation.  The  top  stretches  of 
the  river  are  in  fiist-olaas  condition  for  either  fly  or 
minnow  fishing,  and  daring  the  past  few  days  insect  life 
has  been  much  more  in  evidence,  ao  that  prospects  in  trout 
fishing  for  the  ensaiag  week  are  very  favourable.  On. 
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Whit  Monday,  the  Foresters'  Angling  Association, 
of  Beverley,  hold  a  £6  sweepstake  on  the  river 
at  Weel  Ferry,  the  draw  to  take  place  at  the 
clubhouse,  on  Beckside,  at  11  a.m  prompt.  The 
Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  Club  also  fish  a  match 
at  Wilfholme  Ferry,  and  four  Hull  clubs  also  fish 
matches  on  the  river  on  the  same  day,  viz.,  the  Albion 
A.S.,  at  Wawne  ;  the  River  Hull  A.S.,  on  Minto  Flatts  ; 
the  Hull  Town  A.A.,  at  Hull  Bridge  ;  and  the  Stoneferry 
Star  A.S.,  at  Eske  Landing.  A  few  very  good  pike  have 
been  taken  in  the  vicinity  of  Arram  and  Aike  Beekend, 
and  near  to  Arram  Backend  Jlr.  J.  Thompson  secured  a 
nice  trout  that  scaled  lib.  12oz  ,  and  several  smaller  ones 
have  been  recently  taken  in  this  district  by  worm  fishing. 
The  joint  committee  of  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated 
Anglers  and  the  Hull  Preservation  Societies  have  now 
made  arrangements  relative  to  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal  Fishery  for  the  present  season,  opening  on  June  16, 
so  that  clubs  can  now  make  their  fixtures  for  matches 
thereon,  and  the  waters  are  reported  to  be  well  stocked 
with  fish,  although  the  committee  are  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  advisability  of  re-stocking  certain  portions 
of  the  canal  with  mature  fish. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Throughout  this  county  the  one  subject  of  conversation 
is  Whitsuntide,  and,  of  course,  the  epidemic  has  infected 
fishermen,  who  always  go  away  by  regiments.  This  year  the 
popular  holiday  is  late ;  the  weather  has  been  depressing,  but 
still  preparations  iiave  gone  on  at  full  pressure,  and  tackle 
dealers  are  getting  it  hot.  The  Warrington  Anglers  turned 
out  in  fair  numbers  to  fish  the  Gowy  last  week-end.  Mr. 
J.  Bradshaw,  from  the  association  length,  took  a  trout  of 
lloz.  4drs.  at  Mickle  Trafford.  Mr.  Ed.  Gilbert  had  a 
brace  from  the  same  water.  Pike  seem  to  annoy  the  light 
tackle  fisher,  and  eels  are  in  abundance,  and  some  rods 
took  as  many  as  sirty.  Taken  all  round,  sport  is  of  a  much 
improved  character  in  the  Gowy.  Several  Liverpool 
anglers  have  visited  the  Alyn  at  Rossett,  but  do  not  report 
first-class  results ;  perhaps  a  trout  of  lib.  is  as  good  as  any 
taken.  One  Liverpool  rod  reports  100  trout  from  a  river 
in  South  Wales.  What  size,  please  ?  The  first  meeting 
night  of  the  new  club,  the  Cyprus  Angling  Club, 
difclosed  a  membership  of  twenty-two.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Taylor  ia  elected  first  chairman.  The  St.  Helens 
Anglers  are  arranging  for  a  two  days'  contest  in 
a  Cheshire  mere  on  June  20  and  21.  This  is  an 
annual  visit.  Several  of  our  men  are  at  Windermere, 
where  good  catches  are  still  made.  One  bisket  made, 
dapping  with  natural  May  Fly,  was  eight  fish,  /  |lb.  Many 
more  are  in  Ireland — Loughs  Melvin  and  Erne,  the  West- 
meath  Lakes,  and  other  places.  The  river  Ribble  has 
been  a  small  fly  water,  spirt  of  the  average  character.  The 
Alder  is  on  the  water,  and  the  fish  have  fed  freely.  The 
Wyre  in  the  upper  reaches  has  not  had  many  visitors. 
Fair  sport  was  obtained  in  the  evening  with  the  Alder  and 
other  flies.  In  the  lower  reaches  some  decent  catches 
were  made  also  in  the  evening.  The  Lune  and  its 
tributaries  have  been  too  low,  and  the  winds  against 
angling.  The  best  recorded  basket  was  three  brace.  Oar 
rivers  generally  have  been  sadly  neglected,  but  that  is 
easily  accounted  for  by  the  near  approach  of  Whitsuntide, 
for  which  we  reserve  ourselves.  Two  of  our  general 
associations,  that  of  Bolton  and  Oldham,  will  fish  matches, 
the  former  in  the  Lancaster  Canal,  and  the  latter  at 
Llanymynech. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 
Trout  fishing  is  at  last  "  looking  up,"  thanks  to  the 
warmer  weather  which  has  prevailed  during  the  past  few 
days.  The  season,  however,  has  up  to  the  present  been  a 
disappointing  one,  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  now  that 
better  conditions  prevail  that  anglers  will  be  rewarded 
with  a  good  run  of  sport  for  the  patience  they  have  been 
obliged  to  display.  The  fish  are  rising  much  more  freely, 
especially  in  the  evenings,  and  the  fly  rod  is  now  being 
wielded  with  a  degree  of  success.  Those  who  have 
operated  with  the  bottom  tackle  have  found  the  ant  egg  a 
very  reliable  killer,  and  it  has  probably  accounted  for 
more  fish  this  week  than  either  the  maggot  or  worm.  The 
reports  from  the  Fen  waters  are  moat  encouraging  for  the 
commencement  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  a  fortnight 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  second  notice  of  our  Fishery  Exhibition  is  looked 
forward  to  with  pleasure,  and  as  it  is  just  possible  that 
"Dragnet"  with  many  others  may  have  been  kept 
nninformed  of  valuable  services  rendered  by  several  kind- 
hearted  friends,  perhaps  under  the  above  heading  some 
acknowledgment  may  be  made.  First  of  all,  Mr.  Andrew 
Henry,  with  characteristic  modesty,  has  studiously  kept  in 
the  background,  and  few  were  aware  until  this  week  that 
we  owe  much  of  the  sncosas  of  the  exhibition  to  his  good 
offices  on  onr  behalf.  The  Wyresdale  room  has  been  his 
Mpecial  care,  and  many  will  long  remember  what  an 
intellectual  treat  it  was  to  partake  of  the  feast  of  good 
things  there  provided.  In  the  selling  of  tickets  Miss  K. 
Casnett-Burglem,  the  genial  manageress  of  the  Palatine 
Hotel,  has  rendered  great  assistance.  In  the  Commercial 
room  Miss  N.  Wood  has  ably  advocated  our  cause,  and  to 
both  we  are  deeply  indebted  for  a  deal  of  kindness.  Now 
that  they  take  an  interest  in  angling  we  hope  both 
will  be  successful,  and  land  recard  specimens.  It 
■peaks  well  for  the  interest  taken  iu  the  exhibition 
that  it  had  to  be  kept  open  for  another  three  days. 
Whether  the  staff  who  so  gallantly  collected  the  cases, 
&c.,  will  ever  be  induced  to  go  into  harness  again  we 
know  not ;  but  we  hope  so,  for  they  are  a  splendid  lot  of 
fellows,  and  their  work  says  so.  If  any  other  kind  friend 
haa  been  overlooked  in  our  thanks,  will  the  recording 
angel  of  our  destinies  please  drop  a  tear  and  blot  out  the 
offence,  for  we  are  all  absent-minded  beggars  of  fishermen, 
but  very  thankful  to  all  who  have  helped.  The  George 
Angling  Society,  Miles  Platting,  commenced  a  match  m 


their  own  waters  at  Diggle  last  Saturday,  but  the  event 
not  being  finished,  results  so  far  are  deferred.  The 
weather  was  glorious,  and  every  member  thoroughly 
enjoyed  the  outing  to  this  delightfully  hilly  country.  The 
County  Palatine  Angling  Association  report  that  two  more 
societies  have  joined  their  ranks  in  the  Heaton,  Norris, 
and  Stockport  Socials.  Mr.  T.  Driver,  the  gen.  sec,  says 
they  have  now,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  federated  all 
the  clubs  in  Manchester  and  district,  and  that  not  in  a 
single  instance  has  any  club  been  solicited.  This  must  be 
a  very  gratifying  result  to  the  promoters  and  committee 
who  have  piloted  the  venture  so  far.  By  the  time 
these  notes  are  in  print  we  shall  be  on  the  eve  of  our 
great  annual  holiday,  and  for  a  week  this  city  will  be  in  a 
state  of  perpetual  upset.  Most  sober-minded  anglers  will 
be  off— very  much  off — and  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 
Scotland,  Ireland,  and  Wales  will  all  receive  much 
attention,  but  to  Wales  will  undoubtedly  be  given  the 
greatest  patronage.  As  we  write  the  weather  is  promising, 
but  th_e_  supply  of  baits  is  not,  and  there  is  every 
probability  of  a  famine  in  the  land. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Roach  and  bream  are  both  spawning  on  the  Bure  in  con- 
siderable quantities,  but  on  the  Yare  they  are  not  so  much 
in  evidence  at  present.  The  perch,  as  is  their  custom,  are 
busy  eating  up  the  spawn,  and  some  numbers  of  them — 
some  of  them  good  fish — have  been  caught  while  thus 
engaged.  On  Tuesday  morning  before  breakfast  a  local 
angler  caught  a  nice  lot,  some  of  the  fish  being  over  lib.  in 
weight.  A  fine  tench  of  3 Jib.  was  also  taken  by  the  same 
rod.  A  nice  trout  of  nearly  41b.  was  taken  on  a  spinning 
minnow  in  a  mill-pool  a  short  distance  from  Norwich  a  few 
days  ago.  A  few  fair  fish  have  been  taken  at  Fakenham, 
but  altogether  fishing  has  been  poor  in  this  district  for 
some  time.  Waters  are  all  in  good  condition  for  all  kinds 
of  fishing,  but  the  weather  continues  very  cold  for  the  time 
of  year. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trout  fishers  on  the  tributaries  below  the  city  have  been 
creeling  some  very  choice  fish,  not  only  with  the  bottom 
baits,  such  as  the  cockspur  and  the  gentlej  but  with  the 
Ash  Dun.  Towards  night  trout  have  risen  remarkably 
well  to  the  artificial  named  ;  and  it  should  prove  effective 
pending  the  appearance  of  the  May  Fly.  Coarse  fish  on 
the  Trent  are  showing  in  their  thousands  on  the  scouring 
grounds  or  beds,  and  the  season  seems  full  of  promise. 
The  Beeston  Angling  Society — one  of  the  most  flourishing 
in  the  district — held  their  annual  meeting  on  the  night  of 
the  25th  ult.,  when  the  prizes  were  awarded  to  the 
followinsr:  Club— First,  chub,  Mr.  F.  J.  Lindley ;  first, 
bream,  Mr.  J,  Luntley ;  first,  roach,  Mr.  W.  H.  White- 
head ;  first,  dace,  Mr.  B.  Stevenson  ;  first,  perch,  Mr.  W. 
Kirkland.  Specials — Champion  fish  caught  bottom 
fishing,  Mr.  W.  H.  _  Whitehead ;  ditto,  fly,  Mr.  A. 
Metheringham.  Heaviest  catch  of  dace,  Mr.  J.  Luntley ; 
ditto,  roach,  Mr.  F.  J.  Lindley.  Heaviest  roach  caught  in 
the  Beeston  waters,  Mr.  B.  Stevenson.  Aggregate,  ditto, 
Mr.  J.  Riley;  eel,  ditto,  Mr.  H.  M.  Sudbury.  Best  fish 
weighed-in  by  a  non  prize-winner,  Mr.  C.  J.  Walker.  The 
society  is  in  a  most  flourishing  condition,  and  much  of  the 
success  attained  by  it  is  due  to  the  splendid  exertions  put 
forth  by  Mr.  Jas.  Riley,  the  honorary  secretary.  There 
is  nothing  doing  amongst  salmon,  though  fish  have  ag;ain 
been  seen  to  "pitch"  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wilford 
(in  the  rapids.)  Strangers  to  Wilford  have  a  treat  in 
store  as  regards  the  subsidenca  of  the  bed  of  the  river. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
The  weather  continues  cold  for  the  season  of  year,  but 
the  Severn  and  other  streams  in  this  county  are  in  good 
order,  and  conditions,  from  an  angler's  point  of  view,  are 
most  agreeable.    Trout  fishing  in  the  Severn  does  not 
improve,  nor  is  it  at  all  likely  that  it  will  do  so  unless 
practical  restocking  operations  are  carried  out.    Here  and 
there  persevering  anglers,  who  maybe  have  previously 
marked  down  their  fish,  get  a  good  trout  or  so  on  the 
spinning  baits ;  but  fly  fishers  have  done  practically 
nothing  except  in  the  tributaries,  which  are  all  in  private 
hands.    Chub  and  dace  are  now  rising  freely,  and  will 
provide  capital  sport  as  soon  as  the  termination  of  the 
close  time  sets  anglers  at  liberty  to  take  them.  Hitherto 
coarse  fish  of  all  kinds  have  been  captured  in  the  district 
all  the  year  round,  the  (board  of  conservators  issuing 
gratis  "  permits "  (in  conjunction  with  their  trout  rod 
and  line  licences),  authorising  the  retention  by  anglers  of 
any  coarse  fish  taken  during  the  close  season.    The  recent 
decision,  however,  that  the  fisheries  belong  to  the  riparian 
owners  has  prevented  the  board  from  continuing  to  grant 
these  "  permits,"  and  the  conservators  are  practically 
obliged  to  take  legal  proceedings  in  cases  reported 
to    them    where    anglers    capture    coarse    fish  in 
the   close   time   without  having    previously  obtained 
the  permission  of  the  riparian  owner  whose  water  they  are 
angling  in  to  do  so.    Thus  the  board  is  placed  in  a  false 
and  most  inconsistent  position  with  regard  to  this  district. 
The  policy  of  the  board  has  been  clearly  defined  and  deter- 
mined upon  by  its  members,  namely,  to  preserve  coirse 
fish  below  Bridgnorth,  and,  in  the  interests  of  trout  and 
salmon,  to  keep  them  down  as  much  as  possible  above 
that  place.    This  is  as  it  should  be,  yet  last  week  a 
Shrewsbury  angler,  Mr.  F.  P.  Bromley,   of  Cherry 
Orchard,  must  needs  be  summoned,  at  the  instance  of  the 
board,  for  taking  a  few  roach  during  the  close  season. 
Mr.  Bromley  pleaded  guilty  to  having  committed  a 
technical  offence,  and  he  was  fined  Is.  and  costs,  the 
latter,  it  is  stated,  being  defrayed  by  the  board  itself. 
The  legal  muddle  is  truly  Gilbertian,  and  would  be 
diverting  to  anglers  were  it  not  for  the  needless  annoyance 
and  confusion  created.    It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  board  or 
of  its  servants  that  such  is  the  case,  but  from  want  of 
proper  and  enlightened  legislation,  the  absence  of  which 
is  largaly  bringing  about  the  spoliation  of  many  fisheries 
other  than  those  of  the  Severn  and  its  tributaries. 


WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  weather  this 
week,  and  but  for  the  wind  being  in  the  N.E.  two  or  three 
days  and  blowing  strong,  which  was  much  against  the  fly 
fisherman,  otherwise  it  was  good  for  angling;  but  sport 
has  been  anything  but  brisk.  Some  good  fish  have  been 
caught,  but  three  and  a  half  brace  about  the  biggest 
number  taken  by  any  one  angler,  and  they  are  getting  in 
fine  condition.  Iron  Blue  and  Blue  Dun  have  been  the 
best  killing  flies  on  the  Teme,  but  most  of  the  trout 
caught  were  taken  with  either  maggot  or  worm,  and  the 
finest  tackle  had  to  be  used,  the  water  being  so  clear. 
The  May  Fly  has  maxie  its  appearance,  but  they  show  very 
small  as  yet,  but  with  bright  sunshine  they  will  increase, 
and  some  of  our  anglers  will  be  busy.  Very  little  news 
from  the  clubs  ;  they  are  looking  forward  to  the  termina- 
tion of  the  close  season  for  coarse  fish,  and  several  have 
arranged  their  first  competitions  for  the  season,  but  roach 
are  very  late  in  spawning  this  year.  Some  taken  this 
week  by  one  of  the  pot-hunting  fraternity  were  full  of 
spawn.  The  Izaak  Walton  Club  had  a  competition  on 
trout  water.  There  were  not  many  fish  taken,  but  they 
enjoyed  themselves.  They  always  do ;  they  never  forget 
the  inner  man.  During  the  Whitsnn  week  some  of  onr 
best  anglers  will  be  fishing  distant  waters,  and  I  hope  next 
week  to  be  able  to  give  an  account  of  some  big  catches. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

It  became  evident  weeks  ago  that  until  May  was  out 
anglers  could  not  safely  indulge  agreeable  anticipations  as 
to  immediate  prospects.  Daring  last  week  something  like 
true  trouting  weather  was  experienced ;  the  winds  were 
warm,  atmosphere  was  humid,  and  the  sky  overcast.  The 
showers  helped  to  keep  np  the  wolume  of  the  streams,  and 
it  is  agreeable  to  hear  that  rodmen  making  good  use  of 
their  opportunities  secured  a  few  decent  bags  of  trout. 
The  natural  and  Miller's  Thumb  minnows,  the  Creeper, 
Dark  Watchet,  Snipe  and  Orange,  Yellow-legged  Bloa, 
and  Poult  Bloa  were  tried  as  lures,  and  not  without 
success,  in  Yoredale.  The  Swale  got  into  good  trim 
towards  the  week-end.  Enjoyable  sport  has  been  recorded, 
in  which,  among  others,  Lord  George  Dundas,  his  Honour 
Judge  Templer,  and  Sir  WUliam  Spenoerparticipated,  catch- 
ing splendid  dishes  of  trout.  Latterly  there  has  been  a  return 
of  the  north  winds,  which,  however,  have  fallen  light,  the 
customary  cloudy  skies  accompanying  the  chilly  conditions. 
Fishing  suffers  a  temporary  check  under  such  conditions. 
Still,  the  cold  days  of  May  can  often  be  faced  with 
advantage,  as  has  been  shown  on  the  Yore,  where  the  Iron 
Blue  Dun  has  been  the  means  of  bringing  many  wily  trout 
to  the  surface.  The  fly  comes  out  in  vast  numbers  on  the 
cold  days  in  May.  Wharfedale  and  Yoredale  anglers  also 
catch  heavy  baskets  of  trout  with  the  Dark  Watchet.  A 
general  improvement  in  sport  was  recorded  up  to  the 
28th  ult.  on  the  Wharfe,  Nidd,  and  Derwent.  Ouse  fishers 
are  grumbling  because  the  Corporation  of  York  has  again 
lowered  the  river  for  repairing  purposes  along  the  banks 
at  a  time  when  the  fish  are  depositing  their  spawn  on  the 
river  bed.  They  complain  that  the  harm  done  by  such 
action  is  incalculable.  One  writer  says  it  means  the 
destruction  of  fish  life  by  the  million. 


We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.^ 

RE  FEEDING  TROUT  ON  FISH. 
My  Dear  Marstox, — The  many  thousands  of  trout 
here — Fario,  Irideiis,  and  cross-bred  straias — thrive 
wonderfully  well  on  fish-meal.  Fry  do  better  on  it  than 
on  horseflesh.  Yearlings  equally  well  as  when  fed  on 
flesh,  except  they  hardly  make  the  same  depth.  Three- 
year-old  trout  should  get  a  small  allowance  of  meat  twice 
a  week,  the  meat  given  raw,  and  well  mixed  up  with  the 
fish-meal. 

Of  course,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  trout  raised 
in  fenced-off  runs  of  the  river  here  get  the  advantage  of 
an  almost  unlimited  supply  of  river  water,  which  is  always 
bringing  natural  food  to  the  fish ;  but  I  have  tried  the 
experiment  of  filtering  the  water  when  feeding  fry  on  pure 
fish-meal,  and  obtained  good  results.  Fish-meal  is  less 
than  half  the  price  of  horseflesh,  also  it  is  clean  to  handle, 
is  easily  prepared,  is  without  waste,  will  keep  sweet  for 
months  in  store,  and  raise  a  much  larger  proportion  of  fry 
than  meat  foods. 

You  ask  if  horseflesh  is  a  cause  of  short  gill  covers  and 
crooked  jaws. 

First  cause  of  both  these  troubles  is  partial  suffocation 
of  the  embryos.  I  tiiink  it  is  safe  to  say  that  by  crowding 
ova,  and,  to  perfect  the  experiment,  occasionally  stopping 
water  supply,  crooked  jiws,  gUl  fevers,  and  short  gill 
covers  can  all  be  produced.  The  gill  fever  is  not 
responsible  for  short  giU  covers.  Trout  fry  are  too 
delicate  to  survive  an  attack  of  fever  such  as  would 
destroy  the  strong  shields  of  their  gills,  and  I  attribute 
such  malformation  to  stoppage  of  growth  while  yet  in  the 

Food  has  nothing  to  do  with  malformation  of  either 
jaws  or  gill  covers,  but  horseflesh  often  causes  stoppage, 
as  trout  cannot  digest  gristle  and  sinew,  and  I  believe  flesh 
food  is  sometimes  responsible  for  diseases  of  the  trout 
ovaries. — Yours  sincerely,        S.  Valentine  Cobrie. 

Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 
Chilland,  Winchester,  Hants,  May  30. 

FISH  AS  FOOD  FOR  TROUT. 
Dear  Sib, — I  have  read  with  considerable  interest  your 
article  on  "  Horseflesh  as  a  Food  for  Trout,"  and  should 
be  very  glad  if  you  would  give  some  consideration  to  a  fish 
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OGDEN  AND  SOOTFORD, 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Anglers,  Fly  Dressers,  and  Manufacturers  of  First-class  Rods  and  Tackle.  Original  Makers  of  ihi 
Multum-in-Parvo  Trout  Rod  in  Greenheart,  Blue  Mahoe,  and  Built  Cane. 

O.  and  S.  have  a  very  large  and  varied  assortment  of  all  the  well-known  patterns  n  MAY  FLIES 


NO   MORE   BULKY   FISHING  BOOKS. 

PALEY'S  TACKLE  AND  FLY  POUCH 


CLOSED. 


No.  1. — Length  5  inches,  Width  i  inches. 
No.  2.—  6     „        .,5  „ 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Casts, 
Flies,  and  Hooks,  and,  thongh  holding  a  large 
quantity  of  tackle,  takes  np  very  little  room 
in  the  pocket,  and,  having  turned  down 
leather  flaps,  always  keeps  closed.  It  has 
solid  leather  backs  and  waterproof  vegetable 
leaves. 

Price— No.  1  size.  Is.  6d.  No.  2, la  ge size, 
2s.  Od.,  post  free,  fram  all  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers,  or 


WILLIAM   BIRKET,   Lord  Street,  PRESTON. 

 Wholesale  Agents  ;  S.  AUCOCg  &  CO.,  BEDDITCH.  

XOW  BEADT.— THIRD  EDITION. 

A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

S-T    OOTSWOXjD     ISYS,  IM-^ 


Price  ONE  SHILLINQ,  in  neat  cloth  bindinsr. 


London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  4  CO.  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 

MAPLE  &  CO 

The  "LYMINGE"  Sideboard 


21/- 


AND 


26/- 


MALGOM  &  CO. 

INVENTOES  OF  THE 

TANNED  ANGOLA  WADERS. 

COMBINATION  BOOTS,  55/-. 

Light  FISHING  JACKETS,  15/6,  18/6,  &  21/-. 

R.  B.  Maeston,  Esq.,  in  Fishing  Gazette  says : 
"  Malcom's  material  and  workmanship  are  unsur- 
passed." 


3.  GREEN  STREET, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE. 

(Late  19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE ) 


NOW  READY.— JUNE,  1900,  NUMBER  of 

SCRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

THE  FINEST  ILLUSTRATED  MAGAZINE  OF  THE  DAY. 
Price  One  Shilling. 


CONTENTS: 

DRAWING    (to    accompany    "HOW    A    PEESIDENT  IS 

ELECTED  ")  by  W.  Glaokens  

HOW  A  PRESIDENT  IS  ElECTED   

Illustrations  by  W.  Qlackens,  Henry  McOarter,  George  Qibbs, 
Howard  Giles  C.  W.  Hawthorne,  F.  R.  Qruger.E.  W.  Blaisdell, 
and  H.  W.  Ditzler. 

COPY  ■'  

A  DIALOGUE. 

(the  UNFINISHED  PORTRAIT   

A  Quatrain. 

DOWN  THE  KENTUCKY  ON  A  RAFT  

WITH  BULLER'S  COLUMN  

THE  BATl'LE  OF  PIETEB'a  HILL  Illustrations  drawn 
from  the  author's  photographs. 

WITH  THE  BOER  ARMY   

THEIR  METHODS  OF  ATTACK  AND  DEFENCE. 

THE  STORY  OF  A  TIN  SOLDIER   

OLIVER  CROMWELL   

VI.  PERSONAL  BDIiE.  (Concluded.)  Illustrated  with 
original  drawings  by  F.  0.  Yohn  and  E.  C.  Peixotto,  and  with 
portraits. 

TRAIN  FOURTEEN   

A  Railroad  Story.   Illuslrations  by  B.  West  Clinedinst. 

TOMMY  AND  GRIZEL   

OHAPTERS  XVIII. -XX.  (To  be  continued.)  Full-page 
illustration  by  Bernard  Partridge. 

THE  PAINTINGS  OF  JOHN  McLURE  HAMILTON  • 

Illustrations  from  the  paintiogs  of  Mr.  Hamilton. 

TO  ART  

A  Sonnet. 

ARE  THE  PHILIPPINES  WORTH  HAVING?   

Illustrations  from  photographs  by  10.  O.  Bost. 
WHAT  IS  HISTORIC  ATMOSPHERE?  


Tho  "LYMINGE"  Sideboard  in  mahogany,  walnut,  or  oak,  fitted  with 
cupboards  and   cellaret,  also  two  drawers;  bevelled    silvered  plates  in  baok 
also  carved  panel  and  shelf.    4ft.  Oin.,  £6  18e  Od 


TOTTENHAM  COURT  ROAD  LONDON 


Frontispiece. 

A.  Mauricb  Low. 


Editb  Whartom. 
Emi'H  M.  Thohii. 
John  Fox,  Jun. 

BiCBABD  HASDINQ  DAVIS 


Thomas  F.  Millard. 

Rot  Rolf«  Gilson. 
Tbbodors  Eooskvklt. 


Louis  C.  Sknqbr. 


J.  M.  Barrie. 


Harrison  S.  Morris. 


LlZBTTE  WOODWORTH  BBBSB. 


...  George  F.  Bepkbr 
(I'nited  Stales  (ieologitf.) 

  Charles  Major 

(AiUhoro.l     HViCTt  Knighthood  aas  in  Vlotter.'  ) 
  Wlt.LlAM  J.  Lone, 


THE  WOODLAND  SPRING   

A  Poem. 

THE  POIVT  OF  VIEW. 

AMERICAN   TYPES   IN   EUROPEAN    FICTION  —  MKN 
AND  GOVERNMENTS 

THE  FIELD  OF  ART. 

ON  COLOUBING  STATUARY  AND  ABOHITEOTUEK. 
(John  La  Farge  )   

ORDER  THROUGH   ANY  BOOKSELLER. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  SIARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 
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food  for  fifh  we  have  lately  been  preparing  ander  instrac- 
tions  from  breeders,  and  which  we  believe  answers  the 
requirements  of  the  experts  and  breeders.  Presnming 
upon  yonr  coartesy,  I  propose  to  send  on  three  simples 
to-morrow  (we  are  closed  to-day  for  Queen's  birthday). 
The  fish  we  use  is  most  carefully  selected  (principally 
haddock  and  cod),  and  the  great  saccess  which  has 
attended  our  fish  foods  for  dogs  and  poultry  makes  us 
confident  similar  results  will  ensue  from  the  feeding  of 
fish. — Hoping  to  hear  satisfactorily  from  you,  I  remain, 
yours  faitnfuUy,  Thos  King. 

Managing  Director  Liverine,  Ltd. 
Grimsby,  May  24.  ____ 

A  PLAGUE  OF  TOADS. 
Dear  Sib, — Several  communications  have  of  late 
appeared  in  your  paper  on  this  subiert,  but  in  most  rases 
the  ideas  expreesed  are  rather  at  sea.  1'wo- year-old  toads 
and  frogs  do  not  get  upon  the  backs  of  three-year-olds 
with  the  view  of  killing  their  mates.  The  one  which 
mounts  the  other  is  the  male,  which  is  usually  about  half 
the  size  of  the  female  at  spawning  time.  They  are  simply 
copnlatimg.  The  superior  size  of  the  female  is  owing  to 
'  pregnancy  with  eggs,  and  the  male  gets  pick-a-back  to 
fertilise  them.  In  the  case  of  toads  the  egg3  come  away  from 
the  female  in  strings,  and  of  frogs  in  masses.  In  both 
cases  the  embryo  is  encased  in  a  transparent  glutinous 
jelly,  and  the  impregnation  proceeds  very  much  in  the 
same  way  as  with  fish  ;  and  it  is  simply  marvellous  to  note 
how  every  egg  is  impregnated  by  the  male  ;  not  one  in  ten 
thousand  probably  sterile.  Frogs  spawn  about  three  weeks 
before  toads,  and  the  grip  of  the  males  is  so  keen  that  a 
large  proportion  always  die  as  the  result  of  propagating 
their  species. 

I  have  millions  upon  millions  of  young  frogs  and  toads 
(tadpoles)  now  in  my  ponds  where  I  raise  my  yearlings,  but 
there  are  none  where  I  keep  my  big  fish ;  they  are  there 
devoured  instantly.  When  tadpoles  are  a  little  larger  we 
scoop  them  up  in  small-meshed  landing  nets  and  give  to 
big  fish  in  bucketsful. — Tours  faithfully. 

Manor  Fishery,  Caistor.  Thomas  Fobd. 


GOOD  FISHING  QUARTERS. 
Deab  Sib, — In  answer  to  the  enquiry  of  W.  Morgan  in 
your  last  issue  of  the  Fishing  Oazette,  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  informing  him  that  I  have  on  several  occasions 
exx>erienced  very  pleasant  and  inexpensive  holidays, 
combined  with  good  fishing,  on  the  Ouse  at  Holywell 
Ferry. 

The  proprietor  of  the  Old  Ferry  Boat  Inn,  where  I  stay, 
is  a  Mr.  A.  Scard,  who  is  a  thoroughly  practicil  fisherman, 
and  his  knowledge  of  the  river  is  of  great  assistance  to 
anyone  seekimg  information ;  the  exact  address  u  -.  Mr. 
A.  Scard,  Old  Ferry  Boat  Inn,  Holywell.  Railway 
station,  St.  Ives,  Hunts. 

_  Boats  can  be  obtained  at  the  inn.  Any  other  informa- 
tion that  Mr.  Morgan  may  require  will  be  gladly  given 
him  by — Yours  faithfully,  Raleigh  Keat. 

Cecil  Park,  Crouch  End,  N. 


HOLIDAY  QUARTERS. 
Deab  Sib, — I  see  in  yonr  issue  of  last  week's  Fishing 
Oazette  that  Mr.  Morgan  asks  if  any  reader  will  recom- 
mend him  comfortable  fishing  quarters.  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  recommecdiDg  him  to  go  to  Holywell,  near  St. 
Iveg,  Hnnta.,  on  the  Ouse.  The  Ferry  Boat  Inn  is  kept 
by  a  very  good  man,  and  can  strongly  recommend  him  for 
attention  and  a  good  angler,  and  wUl  make  a  visitor  very 
comfortable.— Yours  faithfully,  8.  Renaut. 


SALMON  POISONED  IN  THE  SEVERN. 
Sib, — On  July  27,  1889,  I  took  a  dead  salmon  from  the 
Severn  here  (Gloucester) ;  on  July  28  I  counted  twenty 
dead  salmon,  and  saw  several  rolling  about  nearly 
dead.  Plenty  of  fish  nearly  dead  were  taken  and  sold  for 
a  mere  song— salmon  of  181b.  and  201b.  weight  sold  for  38. 
the  fish  after  being  put  in  clean  water  for  a  bit.  I  can 
confirm  all  that  "  C.  R.  W."  said  in  his  letter  on  this 
Mbject.  _  There  i8_  no  doubt  the  fish  are  poisoned  by  the 
filth  which  goes  into  the  river  from  the  sewers;  then 
there  is  so  much  disinfecting  powder,  &c  ,  used  to  disinfect 
the  cottage  drains  ;  this  is  sent  into  the  river,  and  at  low 
water  lies  on  the  banks  and  dries  up  like  quicklime  ;  then, 
when  the  big  tides  come  up,  the  river  is  like  a  paddle  for 
days,  and  smells  like  a  sewer,  and  the  salmon  cannot  live 
in  it. — Yours  faithfully,    Seveen. 

BA.D  BOLL  FISHING. 
Deab  Sie, — Having  just  returned  from  three  weeks' 
fishing  in  the  Wutach,  the  Bad  Boll  Company's  water,  I 
should  like  to  recommend  the  fishing  to  brother  anglers. 
There  are  forty  miles  of  water,  most  of  it  well  stocked 
with  trout  and  grayling.  There  is  a  choice  of  at  least 
twenty  good  beats,  and  these  are  now  open  to  visitors, 
upon  a  recommendation  from  a  shareholder,  at  2s.  6d.  a 
day.  Near  the  Bad  Boll  Ho»el  a  srood  stretch  of  water  is 
unite  free  to  guests  at  the  hotel.  The  season  is  now  at  its 
Best,  and  the  fishing  should  be  good  throughout  June. 
The  following  were  my  own  last  week's  bags  on  different 
beats :  May  16,  Lower  Stallegg,  thirty-four  trout ;  17th, 
Upper  ditto,  twenty-four  trout;  18th,  Grimelshofen,  eight 
trout,  eight  grayling;  19th,  Unter Eggingen,  thirty  trout, 
MX  grayling;  21st,  Eberfingen,  twenty-two  trout,  twelve 
grajling ;  22nd,  Stuhlingen,  twelve  trout,  six  grayling ; 
Z3rd,  Unter  Eggingen,  twelve  trout,  six  grayling.  The 
uh  never  averaged  less  than  Jib.  on  any  day,  on  some  days 
as  much  aa  |lb.  Every  day  some  large  fish  were  taken. 
One  day  two  weighed  Ijlb.  each.  From  the  stomach  of 
one  of  these  were  taken  twenty-five  cockchafers  !  They 
take  the  fly— March  Browns,  Duns,  &c.,  most  freely.  On 


bright  days  it  is  best  to  fish  upstream,  and  even  with  the 
dry  fly.  Only  four  rods  have  been  on  the  water  yet  this 
year  ;  many  beats  have  not  yet  been  touched.  The  air  is 
most  bracing,  scenery  lovely,  and  living  inexpensive.  You 
can  leave  Victoria  Station  at  11  a.m.,  and  be  fishing  in  the 
river  between  nine  and  ten  the  next  morning,  travelling 
through  via  Basle,  return  ticket,  first  class,  £8  Ss.  Gd. 
The  manager  of  the  hotel  is  advertising  in  the  Fishiiuj 
Oazette,  and  all  particulars  can  be  obtained  of  the 
secretary,  at  No.  1,  The  Sanctuary,  Westminster.  I 
cannot  imagine  a  pleasanter  holiday  ground  than  this  for 
any  angler  who  cares  to  explore  a  new  river. — Yours 
truly,    F. 

FISHING  m  THE  AX  AND  BRUE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  noticed  in  the  F.  G.  of  May  26  a  query  re 
fishing  in  the  Ax  and  Brue,  and  thought  I  might  be  of  a 
little  assistance. 

"  F.  R  W."can  join  our  association  at  an  entrance  fee  of 
2s.  6d.,  and  5s.  per  annum  subscription  He  can  then  fish 
in  the  Brue,  at  Highbridge,  in  that  club's  water  as  well  as 
in  Ax,  &c.  There  is  some  free  fishing  at  Bason  Bridge — 
only  coarse  fishing — though  I  have  done  well  among  the 
dace  with  fly.  With  regard  to  the  Ax,  the  fishing  is  only 
in  its  infancy,  as  we  have  only  jast  stopped  the  pollution, 
and  started  to  restock  it.  At  present  there  are  very  few 
trout.  If  "  F.  R.  W."  wants  to  join  the  Highbridge  club, 
he  can  belong  to  that  alone  for  29.  6d.  per  year.  I  am 
sorry  to  report  cases  of  netting  the  Ax  and  Banwell 
streams  during  the  close  season,  viz  :  Good  Fiiday,  April 
13,  1900  Trout,  rndd,  and  pike.  I  have  written  twice 
to  Mr.  Foster  Barham,  the  solicitor  and  clerk  to  the 
Conservators  of  the  Ax  and  Brue,  but  no  steps  have  been 
taken.    What  can  we  do  ? 

Oar  olnb  have  the  privilege  tickets. — Yours  truly, 

J.  J.  M0SGRAVE- 

"SOMETHING  LIKE  A  GRATING." 
Sib, — A  grating  which  will  "  prevent  fish  from  going 
down-stream  and  will  allow  them  to  come  up  "  is  a  simple 
business.    It  is  in  operation  in  every  salmon  coop  on  the 
river  Eden.    These  coops  are  square  traps  fitting  from  side 


to  side  some  narrow  channel  up  which  salmon  run.  The  fish 
come  first  to  a  grating  fixed  like  an  inverted  A  with  an 
opening  at  the  apex.  Three  or  four  yards  further  they 
come  to  a  straight  grating  barring  their  progress,  and  if 
they  turn  back  with  the  idea  of  getting  out  again  it  is  a 
thousand  to  one  ag<iast  them  hitting  upon  the  narrow 
opening  by  which  they  gained  access.  They  are  then 
scooped  out  with  a  big  hand  net  — I  am,  &c  ,  Gbeta. 

[Our  correspondent  wanted  a  grating  which  would 
prevent  his  trout  going  down,  but  let  other  people's  come 
up.  We  have  m  ide  an  engraving  of  the  one  recommended 
by  our  correspondent  from  his  sketch  ;  it  might  act  on  a 
large  scale  in  a  salmon  river,  but  for  a  small  trout  stream 
we  fear  it  would  not  answer  ;  the  man  below  would 
probably  put  one  in  just  below  it,  only  revers  ed, — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  RUDGWICK,  SUSSEX. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
me  any  information  as  to  the  fithing  to  be  obtained  near 
Rudgwick,  Sussex  ?— Yours  truly,       Edgar  T.  Eabp. 

[Rudgwick  is  on  the  Arun,  which  is  not  open  for  fiehing 
until  June  16.  The  fish  consist  of  roach,  bream,  perch, 
eels,  and  pike.— Ed.]  _____ 

FISHING  NEAR  SELKIRK. 
Deab  Sib, — I  shonid  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  could  inform  me  whether  there  is  any  salmon, 
pike,  or  other  fishing  to  be  had  reasonably  within  cycling 
distance  of  Selkirk  in  the  month  of  September.  Should 
be  glad  to  have  pirticulars  as  to  the  best  means  of  pro- 
curing it,  and  the  necessary  killing  lures.  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation. — Yours  truly,  W.  S.  H. 


FISHING  AT  WINDERMERE. 
Deab  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  May  26  I  note  a  letter 
from  ''  H  "  complaining  of  the  charge  of  6s.  for  fishing  on 
Windermere.  I  think  his  letter  is  rather  apt  to  cause 
misconception.  This  charge  of  5s.  is  for  a  licence  for  the 
whole  season,  and  covers  the  fishing  on  the  lake  and 
rivers  round  about,  except  such  as  are  private  waters. 
There  b  no  other  charge  for  fishing  on  Windermere. — 
Yours  truly,  ____  S. 

IRISH  PIKE  FISHING  QUERY. 
Deab  Bib, — I  understand  pike  fishing  is  not  permitted 
in  certain  rivers  of  the  Coleraine  district  from  November 
till  March,  while  permitted  daring  the  summer.  I  have 
tried  to  get  permission  from  the  conservators  to  fish  in  the 
Maine  for  pike  in  winter,  but  could  get  no  satisfaction — 
not  even  a  copy  of  their  bye-laws.  Perhaps  Mr.  Jardine, 
or  some  of  your  other  correspondents,  could  suggest  a 
method  of  getting  such  a  state  <  i  matters  remedied. — 
Yours  faithfully,  F. 


APRIL  PIKE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sib, — In  your  note  on  "  W.  F.  L.'s  "  letter  upon 
the  above  subject,  you  wonder  what  the  language  of  the 
Lough  Conn  trout  fishers  would  be  if  pike  were  only 
allowed  to  be  killed  by  rod  fishing.  Unless  you  think  that 
trout  fishers  are  a  more  prefane  body  than  coarse  fiBker- 
men,  I  fail  to  see  why  their  language  should  be  nearly  so 
strong  aa  that  of  the  Loagh  Conn  pike  fishermfn  who 
hear  of  their  quarry  being  exterminated  in  all  sorts  of 
nns'portsmanlike  ways.  There  is  a  lot  of  "  Numbo 
jumbo  "  about  trout.  Killed  on  light  tackle  with  natural 
or  artificial  fly  he  is  a  fine  fellow,  but  killed  as  he  usually 
is  in  loagh  fishing  in  any  other  way  he  drops  to  quite  an 
ordinary  level.  Ask  anyone  who  has  had  the  experience 
whether  he  can  kill,  say,  a  71b.  carp  or  barbel,  as  quickly 
as  a  71b.  trout.  It  cannot  be  done;  for  sheer  dogged 
pluck  and  fightimg  qnalitie.q  he  ranks  below  either. 
Although  it  is  rank  heresy,  f  will  go  further  and  state, 
what  has  been  before  mentioned  in  your  columns,  that  an 
Irish  lough  pike  fights  as  hard  as  any  trout,  aye,  and 
usually  leaps  as  often.  You  say  "  It  would  be  unsports- 
manlike to  kill  them  (pike)  out  of  season  in  Irish  lakes  if 
those  having  the  rights  of  fishing  wish  them  not  to  be 
so  killed."  From  this  I  take  it  that  these  loughs,  e. jr., 
Conn,  Derg,  Key,  Arrow,  Corrib,  Mask,  &c.,  are  really 
not  public  as  I,  and  no  doubt  many  others  who  have  fished 
without  let  or  hindrance,  imagined.  If  they  are  public 
then  there  are  hundreds  who  have  a  "  right  of  fishing  " 
who  not  only  "  wish  them  not  to  be  so  killed,"  but  very 
strongly  condemn  the  practice.  If  there  are  no  owners  as 
suggested  to  desire  the  special  destruction  of  a  particular 
class  of  fish,  and  these  fish  are  merely  destroyed  because 
there  is  no  law  against  it,  I  think  you  will  admit  that  it  is 
unsportsmanlike.  Mr.  Wilson  H.  Armistead  in  his 
letter,  "  Irish  lake  trout  and  their  enemies,"  goes  a  long 
way  towards  rehabilitating  the  pike's  character,  and 
bearing  out  "W.  F.  L.'s"  statement  that  the  perch  is 
really  the  chief  enemy  of  the  trout. — Yours  truly, 

____  Faibplay. 

PIKE  PISHING,  &c. 
Dear  Sib,— Under  the  above  heading  in  your  corre- 
spondence column  I  see  a  statement  made  that  the  trout 
fishing  in  Loch  Awe,  instead  of  having  been  improved  by 
the  crusade  against  the  pike,  has,  on  the  contrary,  steadily 
deteriorated. 

I  do  not  care  to  pass  this  by,  as  in  the  future  it  may  be 
quoted  as  having  been  in  the  Fishing  Oazette,  and  there- 
fore correct. 

I  am  quite  unaware  of  any  "  crusade  "  against  the  pike 
— a  few  pike  were  certainly  caught  when  the  now 
moribund  association  offered  6d.  for  each  head  shown,  but 
the  numbers  were  trifling  compared  with  the  area  of  the 
lake. 

In  the  second  place,  it  is  absolutely  wrong  to  say  that 
the  trout  fishing  has  deteriorated  steadily.  Bad  fishing 
seasons  we  have  had,  but  now  and  then  a  good  one  comes, 
and  sport  is  obtained  equal  to  that  had  in  the  "  sixties." 
Take  four  years  ago,  for  instance,  when  Dr.  Hodsdon 
averaged  close  on  three  dozen  J-pounders  per  day  for 
eleven  days,  and  other  skilful  anglers  taking  equally  good 
baskets. 

1898  and  1899  were  disappointingly  bad  ;  but  this  season 
any  moderately  good  caster  can  make  his  eighteen  and 
twenty  on  the  average,  and  the  weight  is  better  than  ever 
I  have  seen  it  in  twenty  years'  experience.  Ask  any  of 
the  old  b3atmen  if  the  "crusade"  against  the  pike  has 
spoilt  the  trout  fishing,  and  watch  the  effect ! — Yours 
truly,    'Taychbeggan. 

FISHING  AT  RAMSEY,  &c. 

Deab  Sib, — In  answer  to  a  correspondent  inquiring 
about  sea  fishing  at  the  Isle  of  Man,  I  may  aiy  that  about 
the  time  named  (June  or  early  July)  he  should  find  it  good 
at  Ramsey  and  Port  Erin.  He  enquires  as  to  the  run  of 
tides.  Some  years  ago  the  late  "  Stormy  Petrel "  of  this 
journal  told  me  there  was  only  a  real  flow  of  four  hours  in 
Ramsey  Bay,  the  ebb  lasting,  more  or  less,  for  eight.  Of 
course,  fifteen  miles  out  the  true  tide — six  up,  same 
down — was  found.  There  is  plenty  of  rod  fishing.  The 
usual  cast  of  six  goose  feathers  dyed  is  effective.  You  cast 
from  the  Queen's  Pier,  sea  end,  and  walk  smartly  towards 
the  town.  Soon  there  is  a  tug,  and  another.  Bring  the 
fish  up  with  a  swing  "on  deck,"  and  don't  knock  them 
off  against  the  railing.  Fish  caught :  mackerel,  c  )d,  and 
blochan  (Scotch  pollack,  I  think).  In  issue  of  April  28  I 
gave  outline  of  fishing  at  Port  Erin.  The  tide  is  O.K. 
there,  but  swings  in  and  out  with  much  weight.  I  should 
recommend  the  enquirer  to  read  "  Angling  in  Salt  Water," 
by  John  Bickerdyke,  which  will  inform  him  thoroughly  as 
to  outfit.  In  Ramsey  my  old  friend  "  Bill "  Cubbon  will 
post  him  up  and  turn  him  out  like  a  man. 

S.  T.  HenneU  asks  about  fishing  at  Penmaenmawr.  He 
is  rather  out  of  the  way  at  that  charming  little  town. 
Aber,  five  miles  by  rail,  is  the  nearest  river  fishing  I  know 
of.  Am  sorry  I  cannot  inform  as  to  tenas  or  sport,  but 
judging  from  appearances  it  should  be  very  good.  Of 
course,  it  is  necessary  to  wade.  Perhaps  the  visitor  would 
like  to  improve  the  occasion  by  a  little  practice  in  Welsh 
pronunciation  when  there.  If  so,  here  is  a  first  lesson : 
pronounce  correctly,  Dwygyfylohi,  Llangelynin,  Maen-y- 
Campian,  Bwlch-y-Ddenfaen,  and  Tr-wjn-y-Wylfa,  to  adl 
of  which  he  will  be  near.  I  should  imagine  fair  sea 
fishing  could  be  got  towards  Conway ;  or,  heading  right 
out,  to  PufiSn  Island. — Yours  truly,  E.  E,  H. 

FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 
Deab  Sib, — I  am  going  to  Bembridge,  Isle  of  Wight, 
early  in  July.  Can  yon  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me, 
please,  what  sort  of  fresh  water  fishing  may  be  had 
there  ?  If  free,  &c.,  any  information  from  you,  or  your 
many  correspondents,  would  be  much  appreciated. — Yotirs 
very  truly,  Wkstwabd  Ho  I 
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FISHING  QUARTERS  ON  LOUGH  MASK. 

Dear  Sib, — It  may  interest  some  of  the  readers  of  the 
F.  G.  to  know  that  fair  farmhouse  accommodation  can 
now  be  obtained  on  the  edge  of  Lough  Mask,  about  three 
miles  frcm  Clonbur,  in  the  immediate  viciuity  of  the  best 
fishing  grounds,  and  charmingly  situated  amidst  most 
lovely  mountain  and  lake  scenery,  just  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Grable.  The  farmhouse  belongs  to  Mr.  J.  Curran, 
of  Lower  Cloughbrack,  Clonbur,  co.  Gralway,  who  has 
recently  fitted  up  clean,  neat,  comfortable  apartments  for 
anglers,  consisting  of  a  sitting-room  and  three  bedrooms. 

I  can  recommend  the  above  quarters  to  anglers  who  are 
satisfied  with  simple  farmhouse  fare  and  cooking.  Those 
who  expect  more  than  this  should  go  elsewhere. 

The  total  charges  for  board,  lodging,  boat,  and  men  are 
very  moderate,  in  fact,  little  more  than  half  ordinary  fishing 
hotel's  rates.  For  the  information  of  those  who  do  not 
know  the  capabilities  of  Lough  Mask  as  a  fishing  resort, 
I  think  I  am  not  far  wrong  in  stating  that  it  is  one  of  the 
very  best  in  Ireland  ;  the  trout  average  about  Ijlb.,  and, 
when  well  on  the  take,  anglers  may  expect  to  get  them  up 
to  41b.  on  the  fly,  and  when  trolling,  up  to  81b.  are  not 
nncommon.  There  is  also  good  pike  fishing  in  the  season. 
My  best  last  year  was  261b.,  bat  some  larger  than  this 
were  taken  by  other  anglers. 

I  enclose  my  card,  and  you  are  at  liberty  to  give  my 
name  and  address  to  anyone  who  requires  further  infor- 
mation, which  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  supply. — Yours 
truly,    Green  Drake. 

SEA  FISHING  IN  JUNE. 
Sir, — I  shall  be  grateful  if  one  of  your  readers  will  tell 
me  of  some  place  in  Surrey,  Hants,  or  Dorset  where  some 
fair  sea  fishing  can  be  had  about  the  end  of  June  by  one 
who  cannot  stand  the  sea.  Is  there  any  good  place  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight  ?— Tours  truly,  Bad  Sailor. 


FINE  LAKE  TROUT. 
Dear  Sib, — Mr.  C.  F.  Deans-Drake,  of  London,  killed 
on  natural  minnow,  trolling  in  Lough  Corrib,  with  Pat 
Gill  as  boatman,  a  splendid  male  lake  trout  of  121b.  weight, 
and  on  the  spoon,  one  (2ylb.),  to-day.  A  few  scattered 
Green  Drake  and  Harry  Longleg  flies  seen  on  water  to- 
day, but  fly  fishing  is  not  in  full  swing  yet.  The  season 
has  been  so  cold  and  backward  that  the  trout  have  not  yet 
been  taken  in  any  quantity  with  fly.  Prospects  of  good 
sport  shortly  are  expected.  Mr.  Deans-Drake  has  sent 
the  121b.  trout  to  Mr.  Williams,  naturalist.  Dame-street, 
Dublin,  for  preservation. — Yours  truly, 

_____         U.  Hewahetti. 

SEA  FISHING  IN  AUGUST. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  correspondents 
inform  me  where,  in  August,  I  could  get  some  good  bass 
and  pollack  fishing  either  from  boat  or  rocks  at  some 
quiet  place  where  respectable  and  reasonable  lodgings 
could  be  obtained  ? — Thanking  you  in  anticipation,  yours 
truly,    J.  H.  B. 

HOW  TO  OBTAIN  WORMS. 

Sir, — Those  who  indulge  in  coarse  fishing  find  it  difficult 
in  weather  like  we  are  inflicted  with  to  obtain  worms  for 
their  sport.  Here  is  a  wrinkle.  Walking  along  the  banks 
of  the  Cefni  river  about  7.30  one  evening  I  noticed  the  deaf 
and  dumb  angler,  who  makes  his  livelihood  entirely  by 
worming  the  streams,  stooping  in  a  meadow  field,  and 
apparently  boring  for  something.  Watching  the  operation, 
I  found  he  was  getting  worms,  and  in  a  lavish  manner 
indeed.  He  had  selected  a  natural  depression  of  the  grass 
land,  and  with  a  bar  of  iron  of  the  dimensions  of  an 
ordinary  poker  he  thrust  it  about  a  foot  deep,  and  shook 
it  about  vigorously.  Up  jumped  the  affrighted  worma  to 
the  surface,  which  he  picked  up,  discarding  the  small  and 
sickly-looking  ones.  He  repeated  the  operation  half  a 
yard  further,  obtaining  the  same  success.  Proceeding  on 
his  knees  in  this  manner  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he 
had  a  sufficient  quantity  in  a  lobster-tin  to  fairly  start  out 
on  a  day's  fishing.  He  chuckled  with  delight,  tapped  his 
forehead  with  hia  fingers  to  indicate  I  presume  it  was  his 
own  invention,  and  went  on  repeating  the  process.  The 
method  appeared  to  me  entirely  original,  ea.sy,  and,  with  a 
farmer's  permission,  highly  practicable. — Yours,  &c., 

Gaerwen  N.S.,  Anglesey.  W.  H. 


TO  PRESERVE  GENTLES. 

Dkar  Sib,— As  a  reader  of  your  weekly  paper,  perhaps 
yon  will,  if  prossible,  give  me  some  information  regarding 
the  most  suocessfnl  method  of  keeping  maggots  during  the 
winter  months,  and  also  during  the  hot  summer  months. 

As  a  frequent  user  of  this  bait  for  trout,  I  have  difficulty 
in  getting  them  in  the  early  spring  months,  while  I  am 
led  to  understand  that  there  is  some  method  whereby  they 
can  be  kept  (in  their  state  before  going  into  the  chrysalis) 
alive.  If  you  know  of  any  means  of  keeping  these  I  shall 
feel  favoured  by  your  kindly  answering  through  the 
columns  of  your  paper. 

In  the  Hammer  months,  again,  when  the  weather  is  hot, 
the  maggots  with  me  go  into  the  developing  stages  even  in 
the  coarse  of  a  day's  fishing.  Can  you  give  me  any 
method  for  keeping  tiiese  in  their  maggot  stage  ati  long  as 
possible,  and  say  how  long  they  can  be  kept  thus.  I 
understand  there  is  a  method,  or  methods,  and  if  you, 
Mr.  Piditor,  or  any  of  your  correspondents,  can  give  me 
the  necessary  information,  I  shall  feel  favoured. — Yours 
faithfully,    Gotham. 

FREE  FISHING  AND  THE  LIKE. 
Sir, — I  should  like  to  know  where  the  best  free  fishing 
trout,  or  salmon  or  both),  with  a  little  (or  much)  wild- 
owling  in  winter  is  to  be  bad  in  Ireland  or  Scotland — 
Ireland  for  choice— lodging,  or  rather  living  accommoda 


tion,  being,  of  course,  a  consideration  as  well.  Wherever 
I  have  lived  in  either  country  during  these  last  fifteen  years 
or  so— and  sporting  considerations  have  never  had  hitherto 
anything  to  do  with  my  choice  of  residence — I  have  always 
been  able  to  get  less  or  more  of  both,  so  that  I  am,  in  a 
way,  rather  spoiled,  and  nothing  short  of  good,  or  at  least 
very  fair,  sport  will  serve  my  turn.  And  I  know  it  is  to 
be  got.  What  I  am  after  is  a  place  to  live  in,  not  merely 
to  visit  for  a  short  fishing  holiday.  None  of  the  places 
where  I  lived  would  I  recommend  for  this  latter  purpose, 
for  fishing  is  somewhat  like  dining.  "  How  did  you  like 
your  dinner,  sir  ?  "  inquired  Boswell  of  Johnson  when 
they  had  got  home  one  night  after  dining  out.  "  Why, 
sir,"  exclaimed  the  doctor,  "  the  dinner  was  a  good  dinner, 
good  enough  for  any  man,  but  it  waa  not  good  enough  to 
invite  a  man  to."  So  it  is  with  fishing.  One  may  have 
free  fishing  aU  the  season  through  at  one's  door,  which  is 
^ood  enough  to  be  thankful  for,  and  sufiScient  to  satisfy 
any  modest  man's  wants  in  the  way  of  a  standing  dish  ;  but 
it  may  not  be  good  enough  for  a  man  to  come  a 
hundred  miles  for,  incurring  hotel  and  other  expenses  in 
doing  so.  No  ;  when  I  invite  myself  out  for  a  bit  of  good 
fishing  I  look  for  holiday  water  with  a  good  record,  and 
very  probably  with  a  smart  tariff  attached  as  well.  What 
I  want  now  is  a  good  enough  water  at  my  own  door  ;  and 
when  all  places  are  alike  to  one  it  is  surely  folly  not  to 
ohoo8Q,the  best.  Now,  who  can  tell  me  where  the  best  is 
to  be  got  ? 

Once  more  the  dapping  is  right  upon  us,  and  we  poor 
natives  will  be  more  crowded  out  than  ever  with  the 
shoals  of  Saxons  that  are  sure  to  come  across  this  Queen's 
year.  Not  for  love  or  money  is  a  man  or  boat  to  be  got 
these  times  on  the  shores  of  our  "  first  flight "  dapping 
lakes  after  the  first  drake  has  put  in  an  appearance,  and 
no  doubt  this  season  they  will  all  be  engaged  long 
before. 

By  the  way,  I  notice  a  correspondent  asks  where  the 
"flcss  silk"  is  to  be  put  in  the  case  of  dapping  tackle, 
and  I  must  confess  myself  at  a  loss  to  know  where  floss 
silk  comes  in  at  all.  Dapping  is  simply  surface  fishing 
from  a_ boat  with  a  live  impaled  insect,  and,  of  course,  light 
tackle  is  obviously  a  desideratum,  as  the  angler's  saccess  so 
largely  depends  on  the  distance  from  his  boat  the  wind  is 
able  to  keep  his  floating  lure.  The  old  hands  never  change 
their  casting  tackle  at  all,  alleging  (and  with  much  reason) 
that  when  the  wind  is  not  strong  enough  to  take  out  an 
ordinary  light  reel  line  and  gut  casting  line  far  enough  one 
had  better  be  at  home  tying  flies  than  losing  one's  time  on 
the  lake.  But  this  is  too  thorough  for  ordinary  mortals, 
and  when  the  choice  is  between  dapping  and  doing  nothing 
a  very  light  breath  of  wind  indeed  is  enough  to  induce  one 
to  try  one's  luck.  In  such  a  case  the  long  rod — say  16ft. 
or  so — and  blow  line  count  for  much,  and  cannot  be  done 
without.  A  blow  line  is  some  20yds.  of  the  thinnest  silk, 
but  is  hard  rather  than  flossy.  It  breaks  at  a  few  pounds 
or  so,  and  is  simply  spliced  to  the  ordinary  reel  line,  and 
there  you  are ;  4ft.  or  5ft.  of  suflicient  gut,  and  a 
largish  hook  of  light  wire  (dapping  hook  proper)  complete 
the  rig-out,  and  nothing  remains  but  to  stick  on  one  or 
two  drakes — as  the  water  is  more  or  less  broken — and  get 
them  as  far  away  from  the  beat  on  the  lee  side  as  the  wind 
will  take  them.  Some  fish  a  full  casting  line  (9ft.),  some 
only  a  single  link ;  some  have  100yds.  of  blow  line,  others 
the  rod's  length  only.  Old  hands  will  haul  the  head 
off  a  trout  with  their  cart  rope,  telling  you  that  the  rise  is 
"  only  on  for  an  hour  or  so  at  a  time,  and,  begor,  you 
must  get  thim  in  out  iv  the  wet  as  quick  as  you  can  "  ;  the 
artistic  votary  will  fish  as  fine  as  he  dares,  and  give  his 
struggling  quarry  long  line  and  law.  Let  every  man  do 
as  he  is  persuaded  in  his  heart. 

I  am  half  inclined  to  swear,  sir.  Here  is  a  man  saying 
things  about  Ireland,  jast  the  same  as  if  the  Queen  had 
never  been  there !  In  the  first  place  three  carmen,  it 
appears,  seized  on  his  baggage  when  he  "  got  on  shore," 
and  clapped  each  his  piece  on  his  own  car.  And  this 
within  the  last  few  years,  too  ;  the  gentleman  is  to  be 
envied.  I  have  been  hearing  about  this  thing  since  I  was 
able  to  hear,  or  rather  read,  anything — half  a  century  or 
so  ago — but  though  I  have  travelled  my  share  in  the  ould 
country  since,  I  have  never  yet  succeeded  in  coming  across 
even  a  pair  of  these  predatory  jarviea.  I  wish  the  writer 
had  told  us  where  he  came  across  them,  especially  the 
half-a-crown  one.  Then  there  is  railway  travelling.  In 
"  '95,  '96,  and  '07,"  too.  "  Don't  travel  third,"  he  says. 
"  There  are  no  cushions,  some  of  the  '  illigant  pisintry' 
wear  no  shoes  or  stockings,  and  the  cars  (railway  cars) 
have  their  interiors  used  as  advertisement  hoardings  by 
travellers  provided  with  chalk  or  lead  pencils,  and  anxious 
to  air  their  political  leanings.  This  is  a  tremendous 
indictment,  and  so  painfully  specific.  Last  week  I  travelled 
from  Kings  Bridge  (where  Her  Majesty,  by  the  way,  en- 
trained the  same  day)  to  Athlone  third,  and  found  every 
third  class  carriage  in  the  train  cushioned  and  quite  smartly 
upholstered.  And  it  has  been  so  for  years  with  this  G.  S.  W. 
Railway,  the  premier  line  of  Ireland.  At  Portarlington  I 
changed  for  the  single  branch  line,  which  took  me  to 
Athlone,  and  whose  carriages,  I  believe,  run  on  this  line 
only,  and  found  the  third  class  cushioned  even  there.  Of 
coarse,  it  is  (luite  true  that  on  many  lines  in  the  country  the 
third  class  carriages  are  without  cushions,  but  Rome  was 
not  built  in  a  day.  We  are  doing  our  best,  and  while  our 
poor  "illigant  pisintry"  are  forced  to  travel  barefoot, 
IS  not  the  cushion  question  just  the  least  thing  too  previous, 
eh  ?  And  are  all  third  class  carriages  in  Great  Britain 
cashioned  P  Next,  as  to  the  barefoot  peasant.  I  have  been 
young,  and  am  now  old,  and  have  spent  most  of  my  life  in 
Ireland,  but  a  barefoot  railway  traveller  I  have  never  yet 
seen,  certainly  not  for  the  lust  twenty  years,  since  my 
return  from  India.  In  fact,  the  barefoot  peasant  is  almost 
— if  not  altogether— extinct.  Hut,  anyway,  is  the  bare 
foot  unpardonably  unmannerly  to  oome  between  the  wind 
and  one's  nobility ! 

Funny,  air,  it  ia  to  me  to  reflect  that  quite  a  short  time 


ago  I  saw  a  Hindu  promptly  sent  to  jaU  at  Poona  for 
entering  a  magistrate's  court  with  sandals  on,  and  here  we 
are  warned  against  the  contamination  of  the  naked  foot  in 
another  part  of  our  empire  !  However,  I  fancy  our  censor  ' 
is  only  half  in  earnest  after  all,  for  he  has  managed — bless 
his  good  heart  for  it ! — to  learn  to  love  us,  bare  feet  and 
all,  in  spite  of  our  faults.  This  is  surely  something  for  us 
— men  or  boys — to  live  for  ! 

The  cormorant.  A  writer  tells  us  that  we  have  reaaon 
to  be  thankful  that  the  cormorant  "  restricts  his  operations 
to  the  quieter  parts  of  the  sea  coast,"  and  leaves  fresh 
water  and  its  fish  alone.  But  he  does  not.  He  swarms 
on  the  Shannon  and  its  lakes.  The  "  Cormorant  Rooks  " 
(well-named)  are  a  distinguishing  feature  of  Lough  Ree, 
and  the  local  fishery  board  has  set  a  price  upon  his  head. 
Seashore,  indeed !  _____  Mona. 

PISHING  IN  LUXEMBOURG. 

Dear  Sir, — I  hope  to  spend  the  month  of  June  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Diekirch  and  Vianden,  in  the  Duchy  of 
Luxembourg,  and  intend  fishing  in  the  river  Our  and 
tributary  trout  streams. 

Can  you  inform  me  the  best  flies  to  take  (wet  and  dry), 
and  could  you  inform  me  whether  it  is  worth  while  trying 
for  jack  and  other  coarse  fish  ? 

Do  you  know  of  any  good  publication  referring  to  the 
neighbourhood  ?  I  have  Baedeker,  which  is  rather  meagre. 

Information  in  this  week's  issue  would  be  a  great  con- 
venience, as  I  wish  to  make  arrangements  next  Tuesday. — 
Yours  faithfully,    H.  W.  L.  S. 

SOME  ANGLING  "DON'TS." 

Dear  Sir, — A  few  days  ago,  whilst  attempting  to  fish 
the  Creeper  in  the  upper  Lune,  near  Tebay,  Westmore- 
land, in  a  northerly  gale,  I  was  forcibly  struck  with  the 
desirability  of  anglers  adopting  a  creed,  under  trjing 
circumstances,  of  great  self  control.  Being  utterly  routed 
by  the  wind,  I  retired  to  a  primrose-laden  bank,  and 
philosophised  a  spell  as  follows : 

Don't  fluster.  You  are  sure  to  come  to  grief  if  you  do. 
Either  your  rod  top  will  be  broken,  or  you  vrill  make  a 
false  step  and  plunge  up  to  the  neck,  or  you  will  find  on 
reaching  the  water  that  you  have  forgotten  your  reel  or 
something,  or  you  will  miss  the  train,  or  be  overcarried, 
or  maybe  there  will  be  a  block  on  the  line.  I  heard  lately 
of  an  excellent  fisher  in  the  north  who  always,  being  rather 
an"A.M.B.,"  forgot  some  part  of  his  equipment.  He 
eventually  reached  the  climax  on  finding  he  had  forgotten 
his  rod. 

Don't  promise  to  send  your  friends  aome  fish.  There  is 
a  special  fate  against  sach  acts  of  charity. 

Don't  lose  your  temper  and  head  if  the  line  persists  in 
tying  itaelf  into  complicated  knots,  which  will  certainly  be 
the  case  if  you  are  casting  against  a  fresh  breeze. 

Don't  swear.  It  will  do  very  little  good  ;  besides,  when 
you  are  fishing  there  is  such  a  charge  of  electricity  flowing 
along  your  rod  and  line,  and  so  to  the  fish,  that  they 
probably  wouldn't  bite  at  all  if  the  air  were  thick  with 
bad  language. 

Don't  make  fancy  bets  as  to  your  prospective  catches. 
It  is  more  uncertain  than  a  first  class  cricket  match. 

Don't  invite  a  non-angling  friend  to  accompany  you.  j 
Before  you  have  fished  an  hour,  unless  you  are  taking  ' 
them  at  the  rate  of  one  in  every  three  minutes,  he  will 
begin  to  yawn  and  will  probably  ask  what  on  earth  there 
is  in  the  game  after  all  the  fuss  and  preparation. 

Don't  smoke  incessantly,  it  affects  the  nerves  somewhat. 
An  ounce  a  day  (personally  I  prefer  "  Log  Cabin  ")  is 
enough.  Don't  flurry  your  fish  if  you  do  happen  to  get 
into  a  good  one.  He  likes  to  go  sailing  about  with  the 
line.    It  appears  to  flatter  him. 

Don't  believe  one  half  you  hear  about  the  baskets  (I  am  \ 
referring  to  tronting)  which  natives  tell  you  have  been  ' 
made  the  day  before  you  arrived. 

Don't  start  in  opposition,  and  tell  atoriea  about  what  ! 
you  did  at  the  last  place  fished. 

Don't  go  wading  into  cold  rivers  when  heated.    It  has  a 
tendency,  as  I  have  found,  to  induce  peritonitis. 

Don't  kneel  down  to  get  a  good  snap-shot  of  a  bull, 
should  you  affect  the  camera,  as  I  confess  I  do  myself.  He 
takes  it  as  a  challenge,  and  begins  digging  earth  out,  and 
soon  gets  hia  dander  up. 

Don't  take  your  dog  along.  _  Sure  as  fate  you  will  have 
the  hooks  in  him.  Finally,  if  you  are  middle-aged,  and 
someone  advises  you  to  take  on  fishing,  don't  heed  them. 
If  you  can  derive  pleasure  from  any  other  hobby,  golf, 
croquet,  tennis,  dominoes,  or  marbles  even,  don't  adopt 
fishing  in  preference.  The  many  trials  of  patience,  if  yon 
have  been  a  buay  man,  will  be  more  than  you  can  stand. — 
Yours  truly,  _____  E.  E.  H. 

SOME  CURIOUS  INCIDENTS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  quietude  of  the  river  banks  and 
freedom  from  alarm  animals,  birds,  and  insects  are  often 
the  source  of  interest  and  amusement  to  anglers,  who  are 
witnessBS  also  of  events  sometimes  of  a  tragic  character. 

A  few  davB  ago  a  friend  fishing  the  Frome,  in  Somerset- 
shire, heara  a  noise  similar  to  a  hand  clap,  and  observing 
something  fall  to  the  ground,  was  astonished  to  find  two 
swallows  had  evidently  oome  into  collision  so  forcibly  as  to 
be  fatal  to  both,  for  they  were  dead  when  he  picked  them 
up.  He  intends  having  them  preserved  as  a  memento  of 
this  singular  event. 

On  another  occasion  an  angler  fishing  the  same  stream 
observed  a  stoat  or  weasel  in  full  chase  after  a  rabbit. 
When  exactly  opposite  him  the  animal  jumped  on  the 
rabbit,  who  in  his  fright  turned  a  complete  somersault, 
and  pitched  the  stoat  into  the  stream,  who  awam  across 
and  vanished  into  tbe  undergrowth,  and  the  rabbit  went 
off  none  the  worse  for  hia  fright. — Youra  faithfully, 

Clifton.  A.  Wbekleb. 

Several  important  letters  urMvoidaibly  left  ever. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOKPOBATBD 

ANGLING    AND    CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  9th,  1900. 

SUNNY  DAYS  IN  SOUTHEKN 
NORWAY. 

{Continued  from  page  404.) 

Bt  Chas.  a.  Patton. 
My  two  opening  days  only  yielding  me  a  few 
troutlets,  with  loss  of  three  grilse  in  the  gloaming 
(oh,  the  tender  mouths  of  these  fresh-run  silver 
bars  I),  the  third  was  one  of  incident.  To  us 
came  the  lessee's  active  agent,  a  cheery  man  of 
prevailing  ruddy-golden  hues  of  face  and  hair 
and  clothing,  and  fluent  but  sometimes  delight- 
fully comical  English,  and  gave  us  much 
encouragement,  and  advised  good  trial  of  the 
Rocks,  a  grey  amphitheatre  of  slippery  water- 
smoothed  granite,  with  the  main  stream  of 
Mandal  swirling  in  an  abrupt  turn  at  its  base, 
pine-clad  hills  rising  behind,  the  fair  hamlet  and 
tributary  stream  in  front,  and  the  dark,  craggy, 
and  turbulent  Gorge  away  to  the  right,  while  the 
air  was  scented  with  the  health-giving  odours  of 
the  pine  woods  behind,  mingling  with  sweet, 
soft  fragrance  from  the  pink  hayfields  across  the 
river.  Sure  enough  the  "  merry  music  of  the 
reel "  was  soon  heard  this  sunshiny  forenoon. 


'Twas  good  ■'  Red  Spinner's "  winch  that  played 
the  first  tune,  from  the  Rocks,  where  Ola 
steadied  him  as  he  followed  the  gallant  fish 
down. 

I  in  the  boat,  seeing  the  water  dwindling  and 
clearing,  had  tried  a  risky  experiment,  mounting 
a  tiny  Dusty  Miller  on  an  old  Itchen  May  Fly 
trout  cast,  with  fine  line,  and  light  14ft.  rod. 

It  was  soon  accepted  by  a  grilse,  which  larger 
lures  on  stouter  gut  had  failed  to  attract,  and  the 
fight  in  the  strong  stream  was  interesting,  and  I 
won  it. 

Trying  a  cast  later  on  from  the  Rocks,  while 
my  comrade,  who  had  kiUed  a  fish  and 
could  not  raise  another,  looked  on,  the  wee 
fly  was  taken  by  a  bonny  31b.  sea  trout,  which 
went  clean  out  of  sight  round  the  corner  into  the 
rapids  below,  but  was  netted  after  a  perilous  time 
by  young  Knut.  My  friend  congratulated  me,  but 
prophesied  disaster,  and  went  home  with  the 
agent.  Getting  into  the  boat  again,  I  once  more 
fished  the  good  stream  down.  A  tug  under  water 
and  I  feel  I  am  into  something  heavy,  but  adopt 
my  usual  tactics  of  having  the  boat  rowed  straight 
toward  land,  letting  out  no  line,  as  I  find  a  fish 
generally  allows  himself  to  be  towed  some  distance 
quietly,  if  a  steady  strain  is  kept  on,  before  the 
battle  begins. 

Mistrusting  the  Rocks,  as  the  stream  was 
dangerously  rapid  at  the  comer  of  their  base,  we 
got  the  boat  well  up  into  a  wide  expanse  of  open, 
quiet,  shallow  water  beyond,  an  ideal  place  for  a 
battle  royal.  There  was  a  swift  run  out  of  50yds.  or 
60yds.  of  fine  line,  a  leap  into  air  of  a  silvery  salmon 
of  perhaps  151b.,  line  recovered,  another  long  run 
and  a  roll  on  the  surface,  a  glorious  fight  in  the 
noon-tide  sunshine,  fish  at  length  weakening, 
coming  slowly  and  heavily  in,  clearly  visible  on 
the  shingly  bottom  in  the  bright  water  "  right  side 
up,"  not  dead  yet,  almost  gaffable,  when,  not 
liking  our  looks,  he  puts  his  remaining  energy 
into  one  rush,  resistless  to  such  frail  tackle, 
reaches  the  rapid,  strong  stream  at  the  base  of 
the  rocks,  cuts  the  gut  against  a  sharp  ledge,  and 
leaves  me  lamenting,  to  go  straight  home  to  a 
certain  senior  angler,  who  condoles,  and  says,  "  I 
warned  you,  but  I  little  thought  Nemesis  would 
come  so  soon ! " 

There  was  a  very  pretty  picture  in  the  road 
outside  our  orchard  that  afternoon.  Under  the 
big  ash  tree  that  shaded  the  road  by  our  gate, 
standing  by  a  bright  bicycle,  and  talking  to  our 
Mina,  stood  a  fair  daughter  of  the  Vikings,  with 
tawny  gold  hair  in  rich  Gretchen  tresses  down* 
her  back,  and  clad  in  charming,  but  sadly  rare  in 
these  paits,  national  costume  of  bright  red  bodice, 
snowy  chemisette  and  sleeves,  and  dark  grey  skirt. 

I  got  another  grilse  that  evening,  and  only  had 
two  blank  days  during  the  remainder  of  our  stay, 
so  things  might  easily  have  been  worse. 

We  went  down  one  day  to  try  No.  7  beat,  then 
vacant.  My  comrade  and  Ola  on  carriole,  Knut 
Bensen  on  bicycle,  I  and  young  Knut  on  foot 
along  the  beautiful  valley,  with  its  emerald  sun- 
flower-spangled meads,  its  forest  and  heatherland, 
gorges  and  cascades,  and  ice-cool  wayside  springs, 
by  one  of  which  a  basking  adder  is  discovered  and 
slain,  and  the  commotion  brings  out  the  red- 
bodiced  goddess  and  some  fair  young  friends,  and 
huge  friendly  dogs  from  a  big  white  house 
opposite. 

Anon  we  pitched  our  camp  for  the  day  in  a 
lovely  dell,  with  a  moss-cushioned  birch-shaded 
bank,  close  to  a  likely  salmon  pool,  with  big  bold 
rocks  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  a  rugged 
height  of  forest  and  crag,  with  a  waterfall 
silvering  the  gloom  of  a  gorge,  and  making  music 
for  a  brown  farmhouse  on  a  green  plateau  near 
the  lower  falls. 

Getting  into  our  respective  boats,  my  friend 
started  up-stream  and  I  down,  and  at  the  rocky 
corner  by  the  inflow  of  the  cascade  stream  my 
first  cast  was  rewarded  by  a  dashing  rise,  but  the 
good  grilse  got  off  just  as  he  was  coming  to  net 
by  the  shining  shingle  opposite.  Across  we  went 
again,  and  two  were  successively  landed — a  warm 
comer  this — and  another  a  bit  lower  down.  Then 
nothing  more  before  lunch,  a  right  merry  meal  on 
our  mossy  bank  neath  the  birches,  with  the 
angler's  sweet  music  from  streams  and  falls  hard 
by ;  and  afterwards,  while  the  others  indulged  in 
a  siesta,  I  went  into  the  woods  for  dessert  of 
big  luscious  bilberriei,  (blobaer),  and  tried  a  few 
futile  casts  from  rocks,  and  crept  through  a 
natural  rock  tunnel  into  a  dark  glen,  where 


humming  and  buzzing  insects  filled  the  air  in 
distracting  swarms,  and  something  big  whizzed 
at  me  from  behind  and  stung  me  unprovokedly 
on  the  back  of  my  neck,  and  I  thought  of  the 
"  great  green-eyed  Moge,"  which,  according  to  the 
gay  authors  of  that  delightful  "Three  in  Norway," 
bites  a  piece  out  of  you  and  tlien  flies  to  the 
branch  oi  a  tree  to  eat  it,  and  beat  a  hasty  retreat. 

At  the  bottom  of  this  beat,  below  a  lovely 
woodland  stretch,  which  yielded  me  another 
grilse,  the  big  river  narrowed  its  ruddy  and 
amber  streams  into  one  deep  black  narrow  glide 
between  almost  perpendicular  rock  walls,  called 
Glemmstrcim,  with  a  roaring  foss  below,  near  the 
edge  of  which  a  51b.  grilse  gave  splendid  sport  in 
the  deep  strong  water.  Aid  as  we  were  rowing 
quietly  up,  I  having  put  down  my  rod  to  fill  a 
pipe,  there  was  a  sudden  pull  and  bend  and 
screech  of  rod  and  reel,  and  an  obliging  silvery- 
sided  beauty  of  S^lb.  had  well  hooked  himself, 
and  fought  a  stubbom  fight,  and  lost  it. 

Six  fish  for  a  short  da,y  was  good  enough,  and 
there  were  sundry  trout  greedy  of  salmon  flies,  at 
gift  of  which,  on  our  homeward  path,  a  blue-eyed, 
flaxen-haired  maiden  of  six  or  seven  summers, 
tending  tinkling-belled  goats  on  a  fragrant  bank, 
smiled  widely.  My  comrade  had  only  killed  one 
fish,  a  small  salmon,  on  the  upper  waters.  But 
next  day,  changing  about;  he  turned  the  tables 
on  me  by  killing  six  on  Glemmstrom  and  other 
lower  streams,  while  I  aoove  got  one  grilse  and 
lost  another,  but  improved  matters  by  going  up 
to  our  own  Rocks  Pool  in  the  evening,  landing 
three  more,  and  missing  several  others. 

The  general  cheapness  of  things  was  illustrated 
by  the  fact  that  a  farmer  from  whom  we 
borrowed  a  boat  on  a  part  where  one  was  not 
provided  for  us  only  charged  3d.  for  a  day's  hire. 
Also,  the  heat  suggesting  to  my  comrade  to 
imitate  me  by  dressing  as  lightly  as  possible,  I 
was  amused  one  morning  to  see  him  being 
measured  by  the  village  sewing  woman  for  a 
fishing  jacket  of  a  thin  lining  material,  which  she 
brought  home  the  same  evening,  an  excellent  fit, 
and  I  believe  the  cost  of  the  whole  thing  was 
only  4s, 

Welcome  and  tranquil  was  the  restful  Sabbath 
morning  in  our  peaceful  vale,  the  sight  of 
friendly  horses  cropping  fragrant  herbage,  of 
bonny  little  cows  and  goats,  with  tinkling  bells, 
driven  to  rich  mountain  pastures,  well-clad 
people  walking  or  driving  to  the  white  church  on 
the  hill,  anon  emerging,  their  pastor  in  black 
gown,  with  long  white  bands,  and  antique-shaped 
high-crowned  hat,  coming  forth  amid  his  friendly 
flock,  an  old  woman  selling  cakes,  a  yoimg  man 
exhibiting  a  phonograph,  and  an  amateur  holding 
a  little  service  of  his  own  in  the  comer  of  the 
kirkyard. 

The  valley  we  called  the  Gorge,  up  to  Kleve- 
land  Bridge,  became  worthy  of  a  little  attention 
the  following  week.  No  longer  one  long  awe- 
some roaring  torrent,  it  began  to  show  a  holding 
pool  here  and  there,  betwixt  its  banks  of  often 
precipitous  crags,  and  chaotic  rocks  and  boulders 
of  every  size,  interspersed  with  stranded,  jammed, 
and  splintered  poles  and  logs,  below  the  dark 
forests  of  mastlike  pine  giants,  with  rich  oak  and 
ash,  and  silver-barked  birch,  and  rowans  lower 
down,  and  the  richest  possible  undergrowth  of 
fems  and  flowers  and  mosses  and  teeming  berry 
bushes. 

Here  was  no  boat  work,  but  good  honest  risky 
clambering,  and  wild  was  the  excitement  when  I 
hooked  a  small  salmon  from  the  summit  of 
a  tewering  craggy  pinnacle,  and  followed  him 
down  amid  roaring  torrents  and  rapids  and  pine- 
log  dangers,  to  be  duly  gaffed  by  perspiring  young 
Knut — the  angler  perspiring  even  more  profusely 
— and  followed  by  two  good  grilse  lower  down, 
one  on  a  prawn. 

Looking  down  from  the  tall  span  of  Kleveland 
Bridge  next  moming,  we  descried  an  interesting 
family  party  in  an  eddying  rocky  pool  between 
two  roaring  rapids — two  lordly  salmon  and  five 
grilse.  A  fly,  cast  as  I  hide  behind  a  big  boulder, 
elicits  no  response ;  then  a  prawn,  on  single  hook, 
carefully  guided  down  the  stream,  is  promptly 
seized  by  a  hungry  grilse  as  it  reaches  the  eddy. 
He  gets  o£E,  but  two  others  are  killed,  and  another 
lost  lower  down. 

There  was  an  icy  spring  in  the  wood  above  the 
crags,  there  were  splendid  mountain  strawberries, 
bilberries  in  profusion,  sweet  raspberries  (ringe- 
bcer),  and  "  hageboer,"  lovely  clusters  of  brilliant 
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gem -like  red  berries,  on  delicate  crinkled  leaves 
of  vivid  green,  somewhat  acid  to  the  taste,  but  the 
perfection  of  a  "  button-hole,"  and  worn  as  such 
by  a  faultlessly-attired  neighbour  from  the  beat 
above,  who  strolled  down  to  tell  me  of  their 
nearly-accomplished  two  hundred  fish,  and  was 
soon  fighting  another  just  above  the  bridge. 

My  young  gillie's  capacity  for  berries  was 
wonderful ;  I  ate  a  good  many  myself,  but  he  was 
continually  gorging  them  during  the  long  waits 
between  need  of  net  or  gafE,  and  once  had  made  a 
rough  birch  bark  box,  and  filled  it  with  near  a 
quart  of  solid  bilberries,  and  I  imagined  it  was  for 
his  sister,  or  some  other  fellow's  sister;  but  as 
we  trudged  homeward  he  tossed  the  empty  box 
from  the  bridge  into  the  torrent  below. 

(To  be  continued.) 


CARP  IN  EAST  PRUSSIA. 


In  a  recent  number  of  the  Copenhagen  daily 
paper,  Politil-in,  there  was  a  short  article,  written 
by  the  Danish  inspector  of  fisheries,  entitled 
"  Karper  og  Kastofter "  (carp  and  potatoes), 
which  refers  to  the  great  fish  ponds  in  East 
Prussia.  The  following  is  a  translation  of 
portion  thereof : 

"  The  capture  of  the  fish  in  one  of  these  great 
carp  ponds  is  interesting  apart  from  the  operation 
itself ;  it  affords  opportunity  for  an  outing,  and 
illustrates  the  difference  that  exists  between 
labouring  people  and  their  superiors. 

"No  inconsiderable  amount  of  labour  is 
required  to  empty  these  great  ponds.  Their  area 
is  extensive — the  equivalent  of  not  less  than  a 
couple  of  hundred  touds  of  land  (about  280  acres). 
The  great  one  at  Hermonitz  exceeds  500  morgan 
(about  the  same  number  of  acres). 

"Indeed,  the  neighbourhood  is  fuU  of  fish 
ponds,  as  it  lies  on  the  watershed  between  the 
Oder  and  the  Weichsel,  whose  sources  are  very 
near  one  another.  As  soon  as  the  proper  season 
comes  round  the  outlet  is  opened,  and  the  depth 
of  the  water  in  the  pond  (which  is  usually  not 
great)  is  reduced  gradually.  But  it  takes  about 
six  week  to  empty  such  a  pond  as  those  above 
referred  to.  When  this  has  been  done,  it  has  the 
appearance  in  bright  sunlight  of  a  grey  flat, 
broken  only  by  channels  which  divide  the  bottom 
of  the  pond  into  fields  (as  it  were),  and  finally 
converge  into  deeper  trenches,  which  in  their 
turn  culminate  in  the  main  outflow.  Before  this 
last  there  is  a  large  hole  in  which  gradually 
assemble  thousands  of  fish — carp  pike,  and  roach 
— but  the  carp  are  in  a  majority,  and  from  the 
wide  expanse  of  slush  their  high  back  fins  may 
be  seen  raised  when  the  fish  gasp  for  air  or  are 
suddenly  frightened,  when  they  rush  off  after  the 
manner  of  a  flock  of  timid  sheep.  Before  the 
fish  collect,  and  as  soon  as  the  water  begins  to  get 
low,  a  watch  must  be  kept  against  poachers, 
whether  otters  or  bipeds,  feathered  or  unfeathered. 
At  length  comes  the  day  appointed  for  the  taking 
of  the  fish.  At  the  outlet  of  the  pond  a  deal  floor 
is  arranged,  and  upon  that  the  sorting  table  is 
placed,  and  large  tubs  full  of  water,  in  which  the 
fish  are  cleaned,  and  from  which  they  are  counted 
and  carried  away  in  barrels  that  are  loaded  on 
carts  drawn  by  oxen.  But  out  in  the  pond  are 
the  work  people,  watched  by  the  managers,  forest 
officials,  and  other  reliable  employes,  busily 
occupied  with  capturing  the  fish,  which  are 
gradually  separated  into  smaller  lots  with  nets. 

"  The  mighty  inspector  sees  that  the  work  is 
properly  performed  from  early  morning  until  late 
in  the  afternoon.  It  is  a  curious  spectacle  to 
watch  all  those  people,  men  and  women,  wading 
in  the  mire,  collecting  the  fish  in  landing-nets, 
dragging  them  ashore  at  the  sorting  place  in 
heavy  wooden  tubs  ;  the  women  barelegged,  and 
with  well  tucked  up  skirts.  It  is  a  cold  job, 
and  the  latter  frequently  repair  to  warm  their 
chilled  lim}>a  at  fires  kept  burning  on  the  bank 
for  the  purpose.  The  work  is  heavy  and  must  be 
carried  out  quickly.  The  object  is  to  gather  in 
the  i^J.OOOlb.  of  carp  which  the  pond  contains, 
and  which  are  worth  somo  110,000  kimer  (about 
I'l'JTO;.  It  is  also  very  exhausting,  and  refresh- 
ment«  are  necessary.  For  that  purpose  a  hut, 
furnished  with  a  table  and  Ijenches,  is  put  up  for 
the  in«poctcr,  managers,  and  other  ofiicials,  with 
plenty  of  excellent  food,  wine,  and  beer.  The 
work  people  assemble  round  the  fire,  or  where  ever 
they  can  find  place;  children  and  spectators  go 


to  and  fro ;  and  gendarmes  look  after  the  long- 
fingered  gentry.  One  poor  chap  has  succeeded 
in  placing  a  fish  beneath  his  wretched  blouse,  but 
the  fish's  struggles  have  betrayed  him,  and  he  is 
pulled  up  before  the  inspector,  who,  however,  lets 
him  go. 

"  Evening  comes,  the  sun  sinks  behind  the  lake, 
and  against  the  red  and  gold  of  the  sky  the  old 
oaks  on  the  high  dike,  and  the  tired  people,  are 
finely  silhouetted ;  the  oxen  gi-oan  when  the  whip 
is  laid  across  their  broad  backs.  In  the  tempor- 
ary building  bottles  continue  to  be  emptied  to  the 
accompaniment  of  song  and  joke,  while  the  work 
with  the  heavy  tubs  goes  on  outside,  and  all  are 
satisfied  except  the  cashier  who  counts  the 
'  gyldon '  into  the  owner's  coffers."  Rugde. 


THE  MOURNE  MOUNTAINS. 


To  the  angler  who  is  wishful  to  combine  with 
a  fair  field  for  the  pursuit  of  his  favourite  sport, 
grand  mountain  scenery,  luxuriant  valleys, 
ancient  castles  and  cromlechs,  and  wonderful  sea- 
scapes, I  know  of  but  few  districts  that  will  more 


one  here  given,  which  I  have  specially  drawn 
for  this  article,  clearly  shows  the  round,  which 
I  should  certainly  advise  to  be  taken  as  a 
preliminary  to  fixing  on  any  particular  spot  at 
which  to  stay. 

A  very  useful  and  interesting  companion 
will  be  found  in  the  "  Oflicial  Guide  to  County 
Down,"  which  contains  a  hundred  illustrations 
(several  of  which  are  here  given),  besides  maps 
and  plans,  and  may  be  had  post  free  for  thirteen 
stamps  from  the  Manager,  B.  &  C.D.R.,  Belfast, 
who  will  also,  if  asked,  send  full  particulars  of  the 
various  round  trips.  A  useful  description  of  the 
whole  district  wiU  also  be  found  in  my  own  little 
penny  handbook,  "The  Mourne  Mountains," 
from  which  the  illustrations  here  given  are 
reproduced. 

Now  a  word  as  to  the  fishing.  Trout  fishing  in 
the  streams  that  drain  the  mountain  area  is  not 
particularly  good,  owing  to  the  bare  granite  beds 
over  which  they  flow.  The  rivers  Shimna,  Anna- 
long,  Kilkeel,  Ghana,  and  Kilbroney  yield  some 
brown  trout,  it  is  true,  but  they  generally  run 
very  small.  The  White  Water,  however,  is  better, 
and  the  lower  reaches  a  little  upward  from  Green- 


thoroughly  fill  the  bill  than  that  known  as  The 
Moumes,  which  occupy  the  southern  half  of  the 
county  of  Down,  on  the  north-east  of  Ireland. 
Among  the  many  delightful  tours  which  Erin's 
Isle  affords  to  the  holiday  traveller  there  is  none 
more  charming  than  the  above,  including  within 
its  limits  four  watering  places  (Newcastle, 
Rostrevor,  Kilkeel,  and  Warrenpoint),  which  for 
beautiful  diversity  of  scenery  and  healthy  situa- 
tion are  unexcelled,  while  the  ease  and  cheapness 
with  which  it  is  reached  form  a  great  factor  in 
its  attractiveness. 

The  Moumes  may  be  reached  via  Holyhead  and 
Greenore,  or  by  Dublin  and  Newry;  and  to  those 
who  are  fond  of  a  sea  voyage  the  four  days  trip  by 
the  British  and  Irish  Steam  Packet  Co.'s  boats 
I!),  Leadenhall-street)  to  Dublin,  forms  a  very 
agreeable  way  of  commencing  the  holiday. 

The  most  usual  method,  however,  of  making 
the  circuit  of  the  district  is  from  Belfast  by 
G.N.R.  (Ireland)  to  Warrenpoint,  thence  by  a 
;rand  twenty-six  mile  mountain  and  coast  drive 
jy  Norton's  coaches  to  Newcastle,  and  back  by 
the  County  Down  Railway  to  Belfast.  The 
oute  may  be  reversed,  starting  by  the  County 
Down  Railway  and  returning  by  the  G.N.R. 
The  little  map  in  the  corner  of  the  larger 


castle  Bay  (seen  on  the  south  of  the  map)  yield 
abundance  of  small  but  game  fish;  but  permis- 
sion is  necessary  for  the  portion  running  through 
Mourne  Park.  Fine  white  trout  are  caught  in  the 
Shimna  river,  which  runs  into  Dundrum  Bay  at 
Newcastle,  the  Kilkeel  river,  and  the  White 
Water,  opening  into  Greencastle  Bay ;  the  secend 
is  the  best  of  the  three.  A  flood  just  before 
the  close  of  the  season  is  the  best  time.  The 
stream  in  Tolly  more  Park,  near  Newcastle,  is 
preserved. 

The  Moneycarragh  river,  which  flows  into  Dun- 
drum  Bay  two  miles  north  of  Newcastle,  affords 
plenty  of  small  brown  trout,  with  an  occasional 
good  one.  Early  and  late  in  the  season  white 
trout  up  to  21b.  are  found  here  in  considerable 
number,  and  the  dam  close  to  Dundrum  contains 
an  abundance  of  12oz.  fish.  Annsborough  Lake, 
a  little  north  of  Castlewellan,  is  full  of  brown 
trout  from  4oz.  to  8oz.,  and  leave  to  fish  is  always 
courteously  given  on  application  to  the  pro- 
prietor. 

The  Bann  offers  good  fly  fishing  from  Banbridge 
up,  the  pick  of  the  free  river  being  from  Kate^s 
Bridge  to  Ballyroney  (shown  to  the  extreme  north 
of  the  map),  the  stream  here  being  fairly  deep, 
with  occasional  runs.   The  deeps  afford  shelter 
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RosTEEVOR  Bay. 

From  Longley's     Moiime  Mountains." 


Waeeenpoint  and  the  Bay  from  above  Narrow  Water. 

From  Longley's  "  Mourne  Mountains.'' 


Newcastle,  Co,  Down, 
/toot  Longley's  '^Mourne  Mountains." 


for  the  brown  trout,  which  i-un  from  12oz.  to  31b, 
and  more.  Those  who  prefer  a  large  basket  of 
smaller  fish  (averaging  Sox.)  should  try  the  reach 
from  Ballyroney  to  Hilltown,  the  best  way  V>eiDg 
to  fish  from  the  Muddock  river  down  to  Bally- 
roney. Above  the  Muddock  there  are  abundance 
of  4oz.  fish. 

From  that  useful  and  most  interesting  little 
volume,  "  The  Way  About  the  Irish  Lakes  and 
Rivers  "  (London :  IlifEe,  Is.),  which  I  cannot  too 
highly  commend,  I  cull  the  following : 

"  The  rivers  of  Down  are  small,  and  so  are  the 
lakes,  but  they  are  very  beautiful,  and  the 
mountain  scenery  around  is  exceedingly  grand. 
.  .  .  About  four  miles  from  Kilkeel  is  the 
beautiful  Happy  Valley  .  .  .  The  Annalong 
is  another  nice  stream.  ...  It  rises  about 
1800ft.  above  the  sea  level,  and  after  rain 
the  flood  rises  rapidly,  but  as  quickly  sub- 
sides, so  that  a  fisherman  must  be  on  the 
alert  in  order  to  catch  it  at  the  right  moment. 
When  the  river  reaches  the  low  ground,  and  flows 
smoothly  through  meadows  and  moors,  it  is  an 
ideal  place  to  fish  in  after  a  flood,  as  the  banks 
are  low,  and  there  is  an  alluring  mixture  of  good 
pools  and  patches  of  quick-running  water  and 
small  cascades.    .    .  . 

"  The  Shimna  ...  is  also  a  good  trout 
stream  after  rain.  It  is  free  except  for  white 
trout,  but  permission  is  seldom  refused.  .  .  . 
We  fished  where  it  joins  the  Trassey  river 
.  .  .  and  had  very  good  sport.  .  .  .  The 
Barren  riveF  also  flows  into  Dundrum  Bay  near 
Newcastle,  and  the  Ballybannan  into  Dundrum 
Harbour,  and  on  both  good  sport  can  be  had  after 
a  flood.    .    .  . 

"  The  Newry  river  rises  near  Rathfriland,  and 
flows  in  a  westerly  direction  towards  Carnmeen, 
where  it  turns  to  the  south,  and  flowing  through 
Newry,  runs  into  Oarlingford  Lough  at  Warren- 
point.  It  is  a  fairly  good  brown  trout  stream, 
and  in  the  autumn  some  white  trout  run  up  from 
the  Lough." 

I  have  not  room  here  to  describe  the  entire 
round  trip  from  Belfast,  but  a  few  words  as  to  the 
coast  drive  from  Warrenpoint  to  Newcastle,  the 
gem  of  the  whole,  may  be  acceptable.  I  would 
suggest  leaving  Belfast  by  the  83.  excursion, 
about  7.30,  reaching  Warrenpoint  about  9.17, 
and  giving  ample  time  to  look  round  this 
charming  watering-place,  boarding  the  coach  at 
noon. 

The  route,  skirting  the  sea  for  the  entire 
distance,  presents  the  most  striking  and  ever- 
changing  views  of  the  summits  and  outlines  of 
the  innumerable  peaks  of  the  lofty  ranges  in  all 
their  grandeur,  the  valleys  which  intersect  them, 
and  the  highly  diversified  country  around. 
Leaving 

Waerenpoini, 
the  coach  skirts  Oarlingford  Lough,  our 
way  being  bounded  on  the  right  by  the  overhanging 
mountains  of  Oarlingford,  and  on  the  left  by 
the  still  loftier  and  more  magnificent  mountains 
of  Mourne. 
In  three  miles  we  are  at 

ROSTREVOE, 

sheltered  by  mighty  mountains  and  shady  woods. 
From  here  the  tourist  may  ascend  the,  in  some 
places,  almost  perpendicular  Slieve  Ban,  whose 
summit  commands  apanoramic  view  of  great  extent 
and  brilliancy.  Oontinuing  our  drive,  we  pass  the 
picturesque  hamlet  of  Killowen,  near  to  which  is 
the  primitive  little  Roman  Oatholic  chapel,  once 
celebrated  as  the  scene  of  the  romantic  "  Telver- 
ton "  marriage.  A  grand  drive  of  nine  miles 
from  Rostrevor  brings  us  to 

Kilkeel, 

a  substantially-built  town,  contiguous  to  a  fine 
bay,  and  backed  by  a  mountainous  amphitheatre, 
partially  covered  with  thriving  plantations. 
There  is  a  fine  bathing  shore  about  twelve  minutes' 
walk  from  the  town.  The  road  onward  from 
Kilkeel  to  Newcastle  rises  in  some  places  more 
than  100ft.  above  the  sea,  from  which  it  is 
separated  by  rocky  precipices  and  shelving  cliffs, 
indented  with  yawning  caverns,  and  terrifically 
lashed  by  the  tremendous  waves.  Speeding  on- 
wards alongtheMoiuTie  shore,  through  a  singularly 
wild-featured  and  sublime  landscape,  and  passing 
Annalong,  Bloody  Bridge,  Maggie's  Leap,  and 
Donard  Lodge,  we  cross  Castle  Bridge,  and  fourteen 
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miles  from  Kilkeel  enter  the  grandly-situated 
watering  place  of 

Newcastle, 
whicli  we  reach  about  4.10,  and  have  over  two 
hours  to  look  about  us.  Newcastle  stands  at  the 
most  westerly  sweep  of  Dundrum  Bay  at  the  foot 
of  Slieve  Donard.  It  has  many  attractions,  and 
not  only  may  visitors  enjoy  its  scenic  beauties, 
but  also  the  wild  and  romantic  scenery  of  ToUy- 
more  Park,  and  the  pleasure  grounds  around 
Donard  Lodge,  which  are,  with  generous  courtesy, 
thrown  open  to  the  public  by  the  noble  owners. 
The  grand  demesne  of  Castlewellan  is  also  within 
a  short  distance. 

Our  train  leaves  at  6.35  (also  8.15  on  Wednes- 
days  and  Saturdays),  so  that  ample  time  is  given 
to  survey  this  beautiful  spot  ere  we  return  to 
Belfast  by  the  County  Down  Railway.  The 
journey  is  a  delightful  one,  affording  a  comprehen- 
sive view  of  the  beauties  of  the  district  and 
enabling  us  to  form  some  idea  of  the  Mournes,  in 
which  a  fortnight  could  be  well  and  enjoyably 
spent.  F.  E.  Longlet. 


AMONG  FAIR  DEVON  FISH. 


"  Ah  !  this  will  necessitate  a  week  or  so  at 
the  seaside."  Such  was  the  verdict  of  the 
physician,  and  at  first  I  was  not  too  pleased  at  a 
sentence  of  banishment  to  seaside  lodgings  in 
early  May. 

Think  of  Ramsgate  or  Mai'gate,  or,  indeed,  any 
place  on  our  south-east  coast  at  that  time  of 
year  !  How  could  I  survive  even  a  week  in  lonely 
lodgings  at  such  a  dead  season  ? 

However,  these  are  not  the  only  seaside 
places  within  easy  reach  after  all ;  and  my  mind 
was  soon  made  up  to  go  a  little  further  afield,  so 
that,  when  well  enough,  I  might  have  a  chance  to 
do  as  much  trout  fishing  as  a  crippled  arm  would 
allow. 

After  considering  Lyme  Regis  and  Seaton,  near 
each  of  which  some  .trout  fishing  (which  I  had 
found  fairly  good  in  past  years)  can  be  had  by 
payment,  I  decided  on  Sidmouth,  a  sleepy  little 
Devon  town  which  nestles  cosily  in  a  pretty  bay, 
half  shut  in  by  red  cliffs,  not  unlike  those  so  well 
known  near  Dawlish. 

On  the  way  down  1  broke  the  joui-ney  at 
Axminster  to  look  at  my  old  haunts  on  the  Axe, 
but,  of  course,  made  no  attempt  at  fishing.  It 
may  be  noted  in  passing  that  this  river  contains 
many  good  trout,  and  can  be  fished  for  about  30a. 
the  season  near  Axminster.  Anglers  should 
bring  their  own  flies  here  now,  for  Miss  Pulman 
is  gone,  and  her  successor  cannot  be  expected  to 
be  quite  her  equal  in  fly  dressing. 

Aiter  resting  a  bit  in  very  comfortable  lodgings 
at  Sidmouth  (Mrs.  Beard's,  Colaton  ViUa),  I 
began  to  tire  of  promenading  the  esplanade 
(there  was  little  else  to  do),  and  visited  the  local 
tackle  dealer,  a  stationer  (Culverton,  I  think), 
near  the  London  Hotel,  and  very  fair  flies  and 
tackle  I  got  there,  some  of  it  even  suited  for  dry- 
fly  work.  My  arm  getting  rapidly  better,  I  was 
soon  able  to  take  an  hour  or  two  at  a  time  on  the 
Otter  at  Tipton  St.  John's,  three  miles  off.  I 
had  been  too  late  to  get  a  ticket  from  the  Hon. 
Mark  RoUe ;  but  a  friend  (whose  name  I  should 
be  ungrateful  to  mention)  kindly  made  me  free 
of  his  water,  which  is  quite  as  good. 

I  had  fished  it  once  before,  years  ago,  and  now 
found  the  river  just  as  lovely  as  my  memory  had 
painted  it.  Deep  and  swirly  holes,  aJteniating 
with  sharp  stickles  and  long  gravelly  shallows, 
render  it  an  ideal  trout  stream ;  and,  best  of  all, 
the  trout  are  there  in  fair  numbers,  and  of  much 
larger  size  than  Devon  fishers  usually  can  hope 
for.  But — well,  there  is  always  a  "  but " — they 
are  uncommonly  well  educated,  and  have  also  a 
very  trying  habit  of  remaining  sometimes  for 
hours  (juite  oblivious  of  flies,  living  or  dead,  even 
when  all  the  conditions  seem  propitious ! 

On  referring  to  my  diary,  I  find  this  was  not 
the  case  on  my  first  trial,  for,  though  still  unable 
to  carry  a  landing  net,  and  fated,  therefore,  to 
lose  most  of  my  best  fish,  I  managed  to  secure 
two  brace  (over  21b.  together),  besides  half  a 
dozen  smaller  fish,  which  I  returned.  Most  of 
theiii  fell  victims  to  the  Grey  Quill  Gnat, 
fished  dry,  though  the  water  was  slightly 
coloured. 

My  next  attempt  produced  fourteen  fish,  the 
best  seven  of  whicn  weighed  2^1b.,  not  so  good  an 


average,  but  a  very  lively  day,  for  I  was  still 
unaccustomed  to  being  netless,  and  lost  some  of 
the  best  that  were  hooked.  The  seven  fish  which 
I  returned  were  all  fair-sized  trout — or  so  a  South 
Devon  man  would  say. 

Then  came  a  change,  and  I  had  an  experience 
of  how  "dour"  (to  use  a  Scotch  word)  the  Otter 
fish  can  be,  for  though  I  fished  longer  than  on 
the  former  days,  the  result  was — one  sizeable 
fish !  The  water  was  in  half  flood  certainly, 
but  not  too  thick,  if  fish  had  cared  to  feed  on 
fly.  The  next  day  brought  better  sport,  and 
one  very  good  fish  of  13in.,  besides  some  other 
fair-sized  ones.  The  best  was  landed  by  means 
of  my  fishing  bag,  though  too  long  to  get  quite 
into  it. 

After  this  I  was  out  for  a  time  each  morning 
and  evening,  and  always  had  more  or  less 
sport,  generally  between  eleven  and  one, 
and  between  seven  and  eight.  The  Grey 
Quill  remained  first  favourite,  and  always  did 
best  when  fished  dry,  even  on  the  stickles; 
but  one  evening  the  Coachman  scored  very  nicely. 
This  was  at  about  8.30,  and  was  on  my  last  night 
on  the  river.  I  had  just  left  Sidmouth,  and  was 
remaining  for  one  night  at  the  Golden  Lion,  at 
Tipton,  so  I  could  fish  a  few  minutes  later  than 
usual. 

I  had  hold  of  three  fish  in  ten  minutes.  One 
took  the  Coachman  home  as  a  trophy ;  the  next 
another  Coachman,  by  my  help,  guided  safely  to 
the  bank  without  a  net.  The  third  fish  selected 
the  Gray  Quill  Gnat,  and  all  gave  some  exciting 
sport,  being  fish  of  lOoz.  or  more  each.  Of 
course  they  had  to  be  run  up  the  beach,  as  my 
landing  net  was  still  in  town,  and  no  umbrella 
was  handy.  I  mention  umbrellas  because  one  of 
my  best  fish  was  landed  in  this  way  by  a  passer- 
by, who  proved  to  be,  I  remember,  quite  an 
experienced  hand  at  fishing.  It  need  hardly 
be  said  that  the  older  and  more  "  holey "  the 
instrument,  the  better  for  this  purpose. 

Next  morning  I  left  Tipton  to  take  an  hour  or 
two  at  Honiton  on  my  way  to  town ;  but  before 
alluding  to  the  river  there  I  must  finish  with 
Tipton,  and  not  forget  to  mention  that  any  dry- 
fly  angler  will  have  a  fan-  chance  of  sport  by 
taking  his  meals  at  the  Golden  Lion,  and  apply- 
ing for  the  ticket  which  is  allowed  to  Mr.  Smale, 
the  proprietor.  I  suppose  if  an  angler  is  actually 
staying  there  he  will  have  the  preference,  and  it 
is  well  worth  while  to  stay  at  the  inn  if  you  are 
not  tied  to  Sidmouth,  as  it  is  clean  and  comfort- 
able, if  not  luxurious.  It  is  within  15yds.  of  the 
station,  and  50yds.  of  the  river ;  and  what  more 
could  any  ardent  angler  require  ?  Wading,  by 
the  way,  is  strictly  forbidden. 

At  Honiton  I  had  special  leave,  which  extended 
up  a  tributary  brook  ;  and  though  the  fish  in  the 
river  there  were  out  of  humour,  both  with  me  and 
other  anglers,  I  found  the  brook  trout  kinder, 
and  as  wading  is  allowed  at  Honiton  I  was  able 
to  make  my  way  under  the  trees  and  bushes 
which  overhang  this  lovely  stream,  and  to  get 
quite  a  nice  basket  of  fair  trout,  from  :|lb.  to  6oz. 
or  7oz.  apiece,  before  the  inexorable  hands  of  my 
watch  warned  me  to  start  to  catch  the  express, 
which  brought  me  to  Waterloo  by  9  p.m.,  well 
pleased  with  a  little  trip  which  had  already 
nearly  restored  my  health. 

A  word  of  warning,  and  I  have  done.  Do  not 
expect  that  the  share  of  sport  (moderate  as  it 
was)  which  I  enjoyed  will  be  obtainable  always. 
Probably  the  conditions  were  more  favourable 
than  usual  at  the  time ;  but  at  all  events,  fish — 
and  good  fish — are  there,  and  leave  is  often  to  be 
had.  There  is  also  a  chance,  sometimes,  on  the 
Sid,  at  Sidmouth,  and  there  is  a  little  bit  of  free 
fishing  at  Budleigh  Salterton,  close  by,  if  all  else 
fails.  In  conclusion:  Use  the  finest  of  tackle,  flies 
on  eyed  hooks,  and  do  not  imitate  me  in  leaving 
your  landing  net  at  home.     J.  Paul  Taylor. 


FISHINGS  AND  SHOOTINGS  TO  LET 
IN  IRELAND. 


Messrs.  Joseph  Braudell  and  Son,  of 
Castle-place,  Belfast,  the  well-known  fishing 
tackle  manufacturers  and  shooting  and  fishing 
agents,  have  just  issued  a  new  list  of  additional 
places  to  let  for  1900.  It  is  well  worth  the  con- 
sideration of  those  looking  out  for  a  place  in 
Ireland. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  FINISTERRE. 

HuELGOAT  (pronounced  Hu-el-go-at),  in 
Finisterre,  is  realJy  a  charming  little  place,  with 
miles  and  miles  of  free  trout  fishing  (I  don't  want 
10s.  for  this  information)  on  several  rivers,  and 
very  good  fishing,  too.  Besides  this,  the  place  is 
easily  got  at,  and  the  people  civil,  and  glad  to  see 
you.  "  A  bas  les  Anglais  "  is  a  cry  never  heard 
there,  though  common  enough  throughout  the 
rest  of  France,  and  an  Englishman  can  fish  in 
peace  and  security  in  this  quiet  little  village.  I 
recently  spent  two  days  there.  Not  long,  and 
naturally  I  could  not  try  much  of  the  water  in 
that  time.  However,  I  got  fifteen  fish  on  the  first 
day  and  thirty-three  on  the  second,  averaging 
about  three  to  the  pound. 

To  get  to  Huelgoat  you  cross  from  Southampton 
to  St.  Malo,  about  twelve  to  thirteen  hours.  A 
return  ticket  from  London,  available  a  month  or 
more,  costs,  second  class,  £2. 

From  St.  Malo  you  train  to  Morlaix,  via  Dol, 
Dinan,  and  Lamball,  changing  at  Dol ;  cost,  about 
5s.  second  class  single.  At  Morlaix  you  change 
again,  and  take  a  primitive  kind  of  half  steam 
tram,  half  railway,  and  in  about  an  hour  and  a 
half  of  steady  climbing  reach  Huelgoat  Station. 
There  you  will  find  a  little  open  waggonette  from 
the  Hotel  de  France  that  will  take  you  up  the 
most  delightful  road  cut  out  of  the  mountain  side, 
overhanging  a  rushing  torrent,  and  land  you  at 
your  quarters  in  time  for  dinner.  And  very  good 
quarters  they  are,  too,  and  a  right  excellent  dinner 
into  the  bargain.  The  proprietor,  as  is  often  the 
case,  is  a  retired  chef,  and  I  need  hardly  remark 
that  the  cooking  in  consequence  is  tip-top.  Seven 
francs  a  day,  wine  and  after-dinner  coffee  included, 
is  the  charge,  and  no  extras  of  any  kind.  The 
river  Fao  runs  into  a  lake  close  to  the  hotel,  and 
runs  out  again  down  the  valley  in  a  rushing, 
leaping  torrent,  joining  the  Aulne  at  the  station.  I 
did  not  fish  this  stream,  as  1  had  so  little  time ; 
but  on  my  way  down  to  the  station  the  day  I  left 
I  saw  plenty  of  good  rises,  and  from  what  the 
driver  told  me  I  fancy  the  fish  in  it  run  larger 
than  elsewhere  in  the  neighbourhood. 

St.  Herbot,  on  the  AUex,  I  made  my  starting 
point  on  the  first  day,  which  was  a  scorching  hot 
one,  fishing  upstream  till  stopped  by  a  tremendous 
I'avine  strewn  with  huge  boulders  piled'  up  on 
each  other  in  a  most  wonderful  manner.  The 
river  hurled  itself  down  this  chaos  of  rocks, 
effectually  stopping  further  fishing  or  progress. 
A  peasant  told  me  it  was  impossible  to  get  up  the 
gorge,  and  I  really  think  the  most  expert  kopje 
climber  in  South  Africa  would  have  called  a  halt 
ere  he  had  gone  very  far.  Well,  as  I  said,  fifteen 
trout  was  my  catch,  all  on  the  Blue  Upright  and 
March  Brown. 

St.  Herbot  itself  is  but  a  church  and  three 
houses ;  there  is  no  town  or  village  within  many 
miles.  The  church  is  very  old  and  very  beautiful, 
but  who  built  it,  and  why,  in  siich  an  out-of-the- 
way  spot  in  the  hills,  I  know  not.  St.  Herbot  is 
the  patron  saint  of  cattle  it  appears,  and  so  the 
simple  Breton  peasants  in  their  knickers  and 
gaiters,  and  hats  with  velvet  streamers,  invoke 
him  whenever  their  cows  get  ill.  If  the  animal 
recovers  they  cut  off  the  bunch  of  hair  at  the  end 
of  ,its  tail,  with  a  bit  of  tail  thrown  in,  and 
hang  it  up  in  the  church.  I  don't  know  what 
they  do  or  say  if  it  dies.  Anyhow,  the  chui'ch  is 
hung  round  with  tails,  which  are  sold  for  the  hair 
at  the  annual  "  pardon."  It  will  hardly  be 
believed  that  one  year  the  sale  realised  £80 !  but 
so  I  was  assured. 

The  second  day  I  started  early,  and  drove  down 
in  the  hotel  waggonette  to  the  station,  and  there 
started  work  above  the  mill  pool.  About  half  a 
mile  or  so  up  the  river  divides.  I  took  the  right- 
hand  branch,  which  is  the  real  Aulne,  I  believe, 
although  smaller  than  the  left-hand  stream,  the 
name  of  which  I  forget.  The  Aulne  is  here  a 
delightful  little  river,  and  I  fished  in  peace  and 
contentment  the  whole  day  amid  the  most 
beautiful  surroundings,  and  without  meeting  a 
soul  of  any  kind. 

Again  I  used  the  same  flies,  and  took 
thirty-three  fish,  as  I  said,  and  got  back  tired 
but  contented  by  8.30.  Dinner  was  hot,  and 
there  was  no  grumbling  at  my  lateness  ;  indeed, 
I  met  with  nothing  but  civility  from  everybody 
during  my  stay. 

As  I  remarked,  I  had  no  time  to  try  the  other 
streams,  but  from  my  experience  of  the  two  I 
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BURBERRYS'  ANGLING  OUTFIT. 

This  FishiDg  Outflt  consists  of  a  "  Coat-waistcoat  "  and  a  Gabardine  Over-all.  The  Uoat-waistcoit  — inide  of  either  jliomcspun  (lined  urtier  silk,  with  8ilk  «lceve»)  or  Gabirdfn^  (lined  camel  hair, 
with  cardigan  sleeves) — has  in  front  six  pockets,  conveniently  placed  for  carrying  everything  essantial  without  t  ie  mini  impedimenta,  the  two  lower  po'jketB  expanding,  take  a  lot  of  flllint;.  At 
the  back  is  a  larga  detachable  mackintosh  pocket  for  carrying  flsh,  which  can  be  turned  inside  oat  and  washel.  The  " C'oit-waistcoat  "  is  worn  either  in  coojanctlon  with  the  "Over  all'' or  each 
separately.  Waders  braca  over  the  waistcoit,  and,  if  rainiog,  the  "  Over-all,"  which  is  loose  and  free-fltting,  gives  complete  proteciion.  If  not  required  it  packg  easily  into  the  pocket  The  freest 
and  most  conveniently  complete  Weatherproof  Outllt  for  Qshing. 


/ 


V 


4'' 


"  COA.T-WAISTC0AT,"  showing  arrangement  of  pockets.        "  COAT-WAISTCOAT,"  showing  detachable  pocket  for  flsh  carrying.  FISHING  "OVEE-AIL." 

"09"  Price  Lists,  Patterns,  and  Designs  Post  Free,  or  Garments  may  be  seen  at  our  autliorised  Agents,  or  at— 

BURBERRYS,  30,  hayiyiarket,  london,  and  Basingstoke. 


p.  D.  MALLOCH, 


SCOTT     STREET     Manufacturer    of    every    description  of 

'    FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  all  parts 
PERTH.  of  the  World. 


3VC  .A  T  -  T  -  o      u »  3 

Supepiop  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Greenheapt  RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  superiority  of  workmanship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


MAM  nrWQ    Patent  FLY  CASE  for  Salmon. 

lllnLUJUn  O    Grilse,  Sea  I'rout,  and  Eyed  Flies     MAI  IHPH'Q  Medal    S.VLMON  and 

of  all  sizes.    Handy  and  compact.    Each  fly  secured     Illn^UV-'V/n  O    TEOUT  HEELS,  unsurpassed 


The  only  perfect  Casting  Reel  for  Salmon,  Mahsecr,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds  of  Coarse    by  neat  and  effeclive  arrangement.   Large  assortment    for  durability  and  flaish,  easy  and  comfortable  to 
Fi'V  ^n?    ''n  =  u  n  i  ^  ^  !  for  long  distance  casting.   Simple  and  easy  to  learn.  of  sizes  to  choose  from.  work. 

MALLOCH'S  Medal  SALMON 


GRILSE,  and  SEA  TROUT 
FLIES. 


IVIAL LOCH'S   '^"''^    ^^^^^^    RIVER  and 


LOCH  FLIES,  Eyed  or  on 
Gut. 


MALLOCH'S    ^"'"^  FLOATING 


TROUT  FLIES  with  Up- 
tight Wings. 


Most  Extorsive  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Patterns, 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  ovm.  for  the  Scotch 
Rivers  and  Lochs,  all  NeaUy  and  Beautifully  Tied. 


.A.WARr)Er>      ^riCN      GOI^D      ^ND      other  MED^f^LS 


FOR 


Telegrams : 
EXCKLLiElsrOE 


"MALLOCH,  PERTH." 
IN"  FISHING 


TACKLE. 

[2J 
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fished  I  should  imagine  that  there  was  enough 
fishing  to  last  a  man  a  fortnight,  for  the  country 
is  veined  with  rivers,  great  and  small.  Of  course 
I  know  that  "  Hellgate,"  as  a  friend  of  mine  calls 
it,  is  known  to  many  readers  of  the  Field,  but  I 
have  never  seen  any  account  of  it  in  the  F.  (?., 
and  so  I  give  my  brothers  of  the  green  paper  my 
very  short  experience  of  what  I  consider  a  cheap 
and  charming  trip  to  "  f urrin  parts.'"  Oyster. 


IRISH  DRY  FLY  DAYS. 


In  an  article  wliich  I  contributed  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  a  few  weeks  ago  I  advanced  a  plea  for  the 
wider  use  of  the  dry  fly  in  Ireland.  I  firmly 
believe  that  many  Irish  rivers  hitherto  unexplored 
by  scientific  dry  fly  men  only  require  a  fail*  trial 
to  prove  themselves  no  mean  rivals  to  the  famous 
English  chalk  streams.  Why  do  not  those  who 
cannot  afEord  the  big  prices  asked  for  all  not  over- 
fished waters  in  England  take  a  ticket  to  Erin, 
where  there  are  hundreds  of  miles  of  little-fished 
rivers  well  stocked  with  unsophisticated,  albeit 
suspicious,  trout?  Simply,  I  suppose,  because 
most  men  dislike  experiments,  and  dare  not,  for 
the  chance  of  a  brilliant  success,  risk  an  absolute 
failure.  "  Faint  heart  never  won  fair  lady,"  "If 
you  don't  at  first  succeed,  try,  try,  try  again,"  are 
maxims  which  should  be  impressed  upon  such 
cautious  anglers;  and  that  I  am  prepared  to 
practise  what  I  preach  let  no  man  deny,  seeing 
that  I  am  now  spending  the  merrie  month  of  May, 
as  I  hope  also  to  spend  the  glorious  one  of  June, 
in  exploring  Irish  waters  hitherto  unknown  to  me 
except  by  hearsay,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
seeing  what  can  be  done  with  the  dry  fly  in 
Ireland.  But  why  is  so  great  a  work  left  in  so 
inexperienced  hands  as  those  of  your  humble 
servant,  for  I  dare  not,  even  under  a  nam  de 
plume,  pose  as  an  expert  ?  Fools,  they  say,  step 
in  where  angels  fear  to  tread ;  but  the  bungler 
sometimes  succeeds  where  the  professor  dreads  to 
attempt.  I  hope  for  the  best,  and  trust  in  due 
time  to  report  a  decided  success. 

Meanwhile,  perhaps  some  reminiscences  of  the 
sport  which  I  had  on  the  Fair,  that  eastern  stream 
whose  true  designation  I  am  not  permitted  to 
disclose,  may  not  come  amiss.  As  those  who  read 
"  Dry  Fly  in  Ireland  "  may  remember,  the  Fair  is 
but  a  little  bog  stream,  yet  for  its  size  I  doubt  if 
the  United  Kingdom  contains  a  better.  The  fish 
as  a  rule  do  not  run  large,  but  they  are  most 
handsome,  sweet  flavoured,  pink-fleshed  fellows. 
They  are  free  risers,  and  fight  to  the  death. 

It  was  on  May  29,  1898,  that  the  incident  which 
I  mentioned  in  " Dry  Fly  in  Ireland"  occurred. 
That  pounder  was  the  first  Irish  fish  which  I  took  on 
a  dry  fly,  and,  with  the  exception  of  three  beauties 
which  were  caught  by  a  fine  fisherman  on  Lord 
Drogheda's  water  on  the  Barrow,  was  the  first  I 
had  seen  so  taken.  Once  or  twice  before  I  had 
tried  it  unsuccessfully,  but  the  unexpected  result 
of  this  chance  experiment  showed  there  was  a 
vast  field  of  sport  waiting  for  the  dry-fly  man  in 
Ireland,  and  urged  me  to  seize  the  opportunity 
of  proving  by  experience,  which  the  Fair  and  its 
tributary  the  Fresh  so  generously  offered.  I  fished 
them  constantly  throughout  the  seasons  of  1898 
and  1899,  with  what  results  I  am  about  to  inform 
you.  Before  proceeding  to  details,  however,  I 
should  say  that  we  counted  a  J-pounder  a  nice 
fish;  one  of  lib.  or  over,  a  real  good  one.  Any- 
thing over  Goz.  we  kept,  and  smaller  ones  were 
carefully  returned. 

I  was  pretty  sure,  as  you  may  imagine,  to  take 
the  first  chance  of  revisiting  the  scene  of  my 
triumph  of  May  29.  One  came  on  June  -i,  and 
that  afternoon  I  reached  the  water  about  2  30 
p.m.,  to  find  very  little  May  Fly,  but  bulging  fish 
much  in  evidence.  They  did  not  really  mean 
VjusinesB.  I  lost  several  fish,  but  only 
landed  one  of  about  !,\h.  On  June  5  I  visited 
the  Fresh.  Fish  were  not  rising,  so  I  was  again 
disappointed  in  my  hopes  of  dry-flying;  but, 
aided  by  a  strong  wind,  secured  nine  nice  ones 
upon  wet  flies.  On  June  7,  having  been  reinforced 
by  a  Vx)x  of  very  small  May  Flies  from  England, 
I  tiickled  the  Fair  again ;  fished  it  from  three 
o'clock  till  seven,  and,  despite  a  very  sparse  rise  of 
"y.  got  a  brace  of  Mlb.  fish.  The  entries  which  I 
find  in  my  diary  between  the  dates  of  June  8  and 
Juno  2'i  may  bo  summarised  as  follows : 

On  the  Fresh,  five  hours  in  the  afternoon ; 
caught  nine  fish,  six  of  them  on  May  Fly. 


On  the  Fresh,  three  hours  in  the  afternoon ; 
caught  four  fish  on  May  Fly. 

On  the  Fair,  five  hours  in  the  afternoon ; 
caught  five  fish,  all  on  May  Fly  ;  the  best  two 
weighing  lib.  6oz.  and  lijoz.  respectively.  On 
this  day  there  was  a  terrific  thunderstorm,  and  I 
lost  several  fish. 

On  the  Fair,  three  hours,  got  four  fish,  and 
should  have  got  several  more  had  I  not  bungled 
shockingly ;  i«deed,  I  had  better  luck  than  I 
deserved,  for  though  the  hold  came  away  from 
one  fish  before  he  was  netted,  he  was  so  done  that 
I  succeeded  in  landing  him  ere  he  recovered 
himself. 

On  the  Fair,  afternoon,  caught  four  fish.  For 
the  first  time  I  found  them  inclined  to  be  shy  of 
the  May  Fly,  but  they  would  look  at  nothing  else. 
This  was  on  June  16.  Two  days  later  visited  the 
Fresh,  hut  found  the  fish  there  also  getting  shy 
of  the  May  Fly ;  though  there  was  the  best  rise  I 
had  seen,  I  only  caught  two. 

On  the  Fair,  all  day,  caught  six  fish  on  the 
Wickham  and  Jenny  Spinner,  all  before  2  p.m. 
As  I  was  having  my  lunch  the  keeper  arrived, 
and  surmised  that  on  such  a  bright  day  nothing 
was  doing.  When  I  opened  the  basket  and 
showed  its  contents  he  was  very  much  surprised ; 
indeed,  he  seemed  to  think  that  there  was  little 
use  in  fishing  when  the  water  got  low  and  clear, 
and  considered  the  season  virtually  finished  by 
the  end  of  May. 

June  2-5  was  my  last  good  day.  In  four  hours 
on  that  afternoon  I  got  five  fish,  the  best  weighing 
lib.  2oz.;  two  of  these  took  the  May  Fly,  and  the 
others  Hackle  Wickhams.  On  J une  30  I  caught 
my  last  fish  with  the  May  Fly,  and  for  the  rest  of 
the  season  I  only  accounted  for  some  twenty  fish, 
and  they  required  to  be  worked  for ;  for  the  weeds 
were  perfect  forests,  and  the  water  was  very  low. 
This  sport,  if  at  no  time  brilliant,  was  throughout 
consistently  good,  and  I  certainly  never  enjoyed 
a  month  more  than  the  June  of  1898 ;  and  the 
hours  which  I  spent  on  the  river  bank  were  all  the 
sweeter  that  the  afternoon's  pleasure  was  earned 
by  the  morning's  work. 

For  the  first  ten  days  or  so  of  the  May  Fly  I 
had  the  river  practically  to  myself  ;  but  even  had 
I  wished  it,  the  secret  of  my  good  bags  could  not 
long  have  been  kept,  and  before  long  I  was  joined 
by  two  far  finer  fishermen.  Though  at  first  they 
were  handicapped  by  flies  of  unsuitable  pattern, 
they  proved  their  superiority  in  July  and  August, 
accounting  for  many  fine  fish  at  the  evening  rise, 
some  of  them  scaling  21b.  Alas !  one  of  them, 
a  grand  sportsman,  will  never  fish  again.  He 
has  died  a  hero's  death  on  the  battlefield;  and 
should  I,  perchance,  seek  the  Fair  anon,  the  joy 
of  our  meeting  will  be  damped  by  the  memory  of 
the  brave  hand  which  will  never  cast  fly  more. 

One  veteran  trout,  the  subject  of  many  a 
peasant's  tale,  deserves  a  paragraph  to  himself. 
There  is  a  xjertain  bridge  across  the  river,  and 
beneath  it  was  reputed  to  dwell  a  monster,  old, 
wise,  and  voracious.  Many  a  time  I  have  been 
fishing  thereabouts,  when  a  passing  labourer  has 
halted  on  the  bridge  to  regale  me  with  anecdotes 
about  this  fish ;  how  he  had  plucked  the  pole 
from  a  gossoon's  hand,  had  smashed  the  captain's 
salmon  cast,  had  defeated  all  the  famous  rods  c  n 
the  river,  and  was  now  proof  against  fly  or  worm. 
I  used  sometimes  to  sit  and  watch  the  old  chap 
feed.  His  station  was  near  the  upper  side  of  the 
bridge,  which  was  unapproachable  from  above  by 
reason  of  trees;  and  though  I  often  put  a  fly 
under  it,  it  never  elicited  any  response. 

Well,  soon  after  reaching  the  water  one  day 
at  the  beginning  of  July,  I  hooked  the  best  trout 
of  the  season.  He  was  determined  to  go  into  a 
bed  of  weeds,  and  as  I  was  equally  determined 
that  ho  should  not,  my  tackle  was  put  to  a  test 
which  it  proved  incapable  of  standing,  and  the 
line  came  back  to  me  minus  the  fly  and  half  the 
cast.  After  groaning  a  good  deal  and  lamenting 
my  fate,  and  deciding  that  fishers  were  fools  and 
fish  demons,  1  resolved  that  the  only  possible  set 
off  to  such  a  disaster  was  the  capture  of  the 
veteran  under  the  bridge,  and  to  that  end  devoted 
the  rest  of  the  day.  It  was  possible,  by  croucl  ing 
down  close  to  the  arch,  to  put  an  occasional  fly 
under  the  bridge ;  but  I  knew  that  it  would  be 
only  a  very  occasional  one  that  was  likely  to  go 
over  the  fish.  Tie  was  well  on  the  feed,  and  the 
whole  day  long  1  stuck  to  him  steadily,  resting 
him  for  a  few  minutes,  then  at  him  again. 
Several  times  he  made  a  sort  of  half  rise  at  my 


fly ;  but  it  was  not  till  about  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening  that  he  fastened  on  a  spent  gnat  which  I 
presented  as  a  forlorn  hope.  He  was  probably  on 
for  fifteen  seconds,  never  coming  down  below  the 
bridge.  Then  the  hold  gave,  and  the  bitterest 
day  in  my  angling  experience  came  to  end  !  One 
scrap  of  comfort,  however,  consoled  me :  he  was 
not  the  giant  they  represented  him  ;  fifteen  short 
seconds  had  shown  me  that.  About  a  week  later 
he  was  caught,  and  proved  a  very  long,  thin, 
shrunken  fish  of  rather  under  21b. ;  but,  judging 
from  his  enormous  head  and  frame,  he  had 
probably  once  been  considerably  heavier. 

In  1899  conditions  on  the  Fair  were  somewhat 
changed.  It  was  no  longer  the  treasured  preserve 
of  five  or  six  people,  all  of  whom  knew  something 
about  fishing.  There  were  now  at  least  a  dozen 
rods  who  fished  it  more  or  less  frequently ;  and 
some  of  these  gave  it  no  rest,  flogging  it 
perpetually  whether  fish  were  rising  or  no.  Then, 
too,  the  dry  season  kept  it  low  and  clear;  the 
weeds  were  even  thicker  than  in  '98,  and,  worst  of 
all,  there  was  practically  no  May  Fly.  In  such 
adverse  circumstances  it  was  no  wonder  that  the 
sport  it  afforded  was  not  so  good  as  formerly,  yet 
I  had  many  nice  days  on  it ;  and,  though  the  fish 
were  more  shy  and  harder  to  get,  on  several 
occasions  I  managed  to  make  a  good  basket. 

The  failure  of  the  May  Fly  was  a  great  dis- 
appointment, and  I  am  quite  unable  to  account 
for  it.  On  only  one  day  did  I  see  more  than 
about  a  dozen,  and  that,  strangely  enough,  was  on 
July  15,  when  there  was  a  really  fair  rise ;  but 
the  fish,  having  finished  thinking  about  them 
quite  three  weeks  before,  would  not  condescend  to 
look  at  them.  My  May  Fly  bag  for  '98  was  about 
fifty  fish  ;  for  '99,  but  two.  Still,  the  absence  of 
Green  Drake  had  its  advantages.  The  fish  never 
got  glutted  as  they  did  in  the  previous  season, 
and  July  produced  very  fair  sport.  Indeed,  two 
J uly  days  deserve  special  mention. 

The  first  was  July  8.  It  was  a  sultry  day,  but 
in  the  afternoon  there  was  a  nice  rise  of  duns, 
which  the  fish,  however,  practically  ignored,  only 
taking  one  at  wide  intervals,  and  absolutely 
refusing  to  pay  any  attention  to  my  artificials.  I 
had  noticed  in  '98  that  there  were  constantly 
throughout  the  summer  frequent  rises  of  large 
Yellow  Duns,  but  had  failed  to  get  anything  like 
a  satisfactory  imitation.  Still,  dui'ing  the  winter 
a  friend  and  myself  had  concocted  a  pattern 
which  looked  the  proper  thing;  but  in  "99  the 
Yellow  Dun  proved  as  scarce  as  the  May  Fly,  sa 
there  had  been  few  opportunities  of  experimenting 
with  it.  One  of  these  flies  caught  my  eye  late  in 
the  afternoon,  and,  more  from  curiosity  than  from 
expectation  of  any  good  result,  I  put  one  over  a 
rising  fish,  who  immediately-  took  it,  but,  after  a 
short  struggle,  got  off.  And  now  an  odd  thing^ 
happened.  I  could  only  find  three  more  fish 
rising,  yet,  though  there  were  no  Yellow  Dun  on 
the  water,  every  one  of  them  took  it  at  the  first 
offer,  and,  after  some  play,  succeeded  in  escaping. 
None  of  the  four  were  merely  pricked — they  were 
all  apparently  well  hooked — nor  am  I  conscious 
of  having  committed  any  error  in  playing  them. 
Another  fish,  which  took  a  Sedge,  I  also  lost,, 
making  a  total  of  five  hooked  and  none  landed. 

Exactly  a  week  later,  the  second  of  these  notable 
July  days,  I  had  my  revenge.  I  began  at  the  first 
fish  I  had  lost  the  previous  week,  an  acquaintance 
of  long  standing,  and  after  rising  him  twice  to- 
Olives,  hooked  him  on  the  Yellow  Dun,  landed^ 
him  after  a  poor  fight,  and  found  him  a  long  fish 
of  1.1  lb.,  terribly  out  of  condition,  and  no  wonder, 
for  he  had  no  less  than  nine  separate  cuts  or 
bruises  upon  him.  I  also  took  four  other  fish, 
two  of  them  ones  which  I  had  lost  the  week 
befoi*e. 

The  Fair  and  the  Fresh  are  not  the  only  Irish 
streams  on  which  I  have  tried  the  dry  fly,  though 
they  are  the  only  ones  on  which  I  have  hitherta 
given  it  a  fa  ir  trial.  The  BaiTow  in  Kildare,  the^ 
Dale  in  West  Meath,  the  Silver  River  in  King's 
County,  and  the  Gree'se — where  I  lost  several  fine 
fish  one  bright  day  last  June — are  among  the- 
other  rivers  on  which  I  have  used  it  with  more  or 
less  success.  On  these  and  many  other  stream* 
throughout  the  country,  especially  those  of  the 
midland  counties,  which  are  now  seldom  fished 
once  the  spring  is  over,  great  things  should  be 
done  with  the  aid  of  perseverance  and  a  firm 
resolve  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  purpose  by  a 
little  bad  luck  at  the  beginning. 

Mark  BENcn. 


June  9,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Occasional  Notes. 


Salmon  Legislation. 

All  who  are  interested  in  our  salmon  fisheries 
should  obtain  a  copy  of  the  "Journal  of  the 
Society  of  Arts  "  for  May  23,  as  it  contains  Mr. 
Willis  Bund's  interesting  paper  on  "  Salmon 
Legislation."  as  well  as  a  report  of  the  discussion 
which  took  place  afterwards.  Mr.  Wm.  Senior 
was  in  the  chair,  and,  after  referring  gracefully 
to  the  good  work  done  by  Mr.  Willis  Bund,  said  : 

"  They  were  killing  the  goose  that  laid  the 
golden  eggs  in  most  of  the  rivers  in  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  as  well  as  in  the  few  salmon  rivers  in 
England.  The  point  he  should  be  inclined  to  lay 
most  stress  upon  was  the  restriction,  if  not  the 
absolute  prohibition,  of  netting  in  fresh  water. 
In  many  rivers  it  was  looked  upon  as  intolerable 
and  forbidden,  but  in  some  it  was  still  allowed 
above  the  tidal  flow.  On  this  point  he  spoke 
rather  as  an  angler  than  as  a  citizen  anxious  for 
the  food  supply  of  the  people,  but  unless  the 
assistance  of  the  upper  proprietors  was  secured 
to  preserve  the  fish  on  the  spawning  ground  there 
would  soon  be  no  fish  to  spawn.  The  upper  and 
lower  proprietors  must  work  together,  if  any 
good  was  to  be  done  ;  and  that  could  only  be 
achieved  by  allowing  the  salmon  to  go  freely  up  to 
the  spawning  beds ;  and  by  the  upper  proprietors 
seeing  that  the  beds  were  preserved  and  the  stock 
kept  up.  They  complained  of  Governments  being 
so  inert  in  this  matter.  The  reason  was  that 
M  P.'s  took  no  interest  in  it,  and  that  was  because 
their  electors  did  not  force  them  to  do  so,  but  he 
hoped  the  time  would  come  when  the  Government 
would  be  compelled  to  pay  some  little  attention, 
not  only  to  art,  science,  and  literature,  in  a  manner 
they  had  never  done  before,  but  to  such  matters 
as  fresh  water  and  sea  fisheries." 

Mr.  Senior  went  to  the  root  of  the  evil  from 
which  our  salmon  fisheries  are  suffering,  and  that 
is,  the  want  of  public  interest  in  the  whole  subject. 
The  fact  is,  our  native  salmon  is  the  luxury  of  the 
higher  classes.  They  do  not  mind  what  they  pay 
per  pound — they  can  always  get  salmon  if  they 
want  it,  but  the  bulk  of  the  people  are  quite  con- 
tent with  the  excellent  canned  salmon  sent  us 
from  America,  and  are  perfectly  indifferent  as  to 
whether  the  noble  animal  becomes  extinct  or  not. 
Thus  there  is  no  powerful  interest  affected  by  the 
question.  It  does  not  matter  to  the  railway 
companies,  or  any  voter  with  less  than  a 
certain  income,  whether  salmon  is  becoming 
scarce  or  not.  It  does  not  touch  their 
pockets,  so  why  should  they  try  to  stir  up 
Parliament  ?  If  Mr.  Willis  Bund  is  correct  in  the 
view  he  takes  that  if  you  want  plenty  of  salmon 
yon  must  kill  the  other  fish,  I  fear  most  English 
trout  and  other  anglers  will  say — well,  let  the 
salmon  take  his  chance ;  and  for  my  part,  I  can- 
not see  why  the  fish  cannot  exist  together  in  such 
rivers  as  the  Trent,  Severn,  and  Hampshire  Avon 
as  they  always  have  done  for  hundreds,  probably 
thousands  of  years. 

Mr.  Bund  hits  a  much  deadlier  nail  in  the 
salmon's  cofiSn  when  he  refers  to  the  abstraction 
of  water  from  the  Severn  by  the  water  companies. 
That  and  the  over-netting  and  the  pollution  of 
the  river  are  the  chief  causes  of  the  decrease  in 
the  supply.  ____ 

The  May  Fly  season  is  nearly  over  on  some 
rivers.  I  do  not  think  that  it  will  have  been 
found  to  be  a  generally  good  one.  I  had  some 
good  sport  in  Hertfordshire,  and  Tuesday  was  a 
capital  day — the  fly  was  on  well  from  noon  to  six. 
I  caught  about  eight  or  nine  brace,  keeping  only 
three,  the  limit  on  the  water,  which  has  only  been 
stocked  for  a  year  or  two,  so  the  size  is 
not  large  as  yet;  but  the  fish  were  in 
auperb  condition,  and  ranged  from  fib.  to 
over  21b.  Nearly  all  took  the  "  G.  O.  M."  My 
3on  caught  his  first  trout,  a  pounder,  with  the  dry 
fly,  and  made  one  or  two  others  have  very  narrow 
escapes.  The  youngest  member  of  the  Fly 
Fishera'  Club  is  as  keen  as  mustard,  I  am  glad  to 
ly ;  as  keen  as  the  "  Amateur  Angler  " — almost. 
_  'he  "  A.  A."  is,  at  the  time  of  writing,  still  look- 
,ing  out  for  the  May  Fly,  but  keeping  his  hand  in 
by  catching  two  or  three  brace  of  trout  a  day 
the  meantime. 

I  fear  the  rise  of  fly  has  been  scanty  in  many 
rts.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


FOOD,  SCENT,  GROUND  BAIT, 
TEMPERATURE,  &c. 


A  FACT  which  is  frequently  as  puzzling  to  the 
experienced  hand  as  it  is  to  the  novice  is  the 
peculiar  and  intermittent  manner  in  which  fish 
feed.  After  a  flood  chub,  roach,  barbel,  bream, 
and  dace  especially,  frequently  refuse  to  bite  with 
any  freedom  for  a  period  of  several  days.  The 
swims  which  only  a  short  time  previously,  and 
while  the  water  was  yet  in  its  normal  condition, 
yielded  good  sport,  are  now  to  all  intents  quite 
worthless,  and  yet  there  is  every  evidence  that  the 
fish  are  still  as  numerous  as  ever  they  were.  The 
reason,  however,  is  a  very  simple  one.  While  the 
flood  lasted  the  bed  of  the  stream  was  churned  up 
by  the  rush  of  the  current,  a  large  amount  of 
insect  food  dislodged  from  the  weed  growths  and 
drowned  worms  were  scattered  over  the  inundated 
meadows.  In  a  summer  flood  I  have  seen 
hundreds  of  dead  worms  lying  on  the  grass 
bordering  an  old  lake,  and  eels  gorging  them- 
selves on  them  until  they  were  absolutely  sick, 
and  easy  to  snare. 

Food  was  to  be  found  without  the  slightest 
trouble  on  the  grass  among  the  sedge  and  in 
every  direction,  and  as  a  result  of  obtaining  what 
they  desired  too  easily  got  surfeited  pro  tem.,  and 
thei'efore  required  carefully  coaxing  until  their 
surroundings  resumed  their  normal  condition. 
In  the  matter  of  eating  fish  are  very  much  like 
human  beings,  that  is  to  say,  there  are  occasions 
when  they  are  ravenous,  and  times  when  they 
only  feel  inclined  to  peck  at  a  dainty  morsel.  I 
have  frequently  seen  birds  go  through  a  similar 
performance,  and  I  have  a  very  strong  suspicion  that 
if  any  philanthropic  individual  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  siege  of  Ladysmith  could  have  conveyed  to 
the  gallant  defenders  of  the  beleaguered  town  an 
unlimited  supply  of  what  are  known  to  the  London 
street  arabs  as  "  mysteries  and  doorsteps,"  other- 
wise sausages  and  thick  bread  and  butter,  the 
garrison  would  have  gone  for  them  with  the 
activity  of  a  hungry  pig  placing  himself  outside  a 
large  apple ;  but  if  the  aforesaid  individual  had 
followed  his  gift  with  a  spread  of  the  size  and 
quality  of  a  Lord  Mayor's  banquet,  much  of  it 
would  have  been  left  unconsumed.  Stomachs, 
both  human  and  icthyological,  have  only  a  certain 
carrying  capacity,  and  both  the  human  being  or 
the  fish  have  to  cry  hold  after  a  certain  amount 
has  been  devoured.  Here  let  me  follow  on  with  a 
word  on  ground  baiting.  It  is  truly  dreadful 
to  see  the  messes  and  the  amount  of  ground  bait 
some  anglers  throw  in.  •  I  once  saw  three  men  in 
a  boat  on  the  Witham  empty  a  large  sack  full  of 
grains  in  the  river,  one  of  them  remarking, 
"  That's  the  way  to  get  them  together."  Not 
wishing  to  be  thrown  overboard,  I  said  nothing ; 
but  the  result  of  getting  them  together  ended  as  I 
expected,  for  they  did  not  even  get  a  bite. 

This  all  took  place  on  board  a  remai-kable 
house-boat,  called  the  Izaak  Walton,  near  the 
pleasant  village  of  Langrick,  and  if  good  old 
Izaak  could  have  witnessed  it  I  have  no  doubt  he 
would  have  been  as  astonished  as  I  was.  I  am 
quite  certain  that  these  three  men  knew  no  more 
than  the  man  in  the  moon  about  how  many  roach 
there  were  in  the  swim,  or  even  if  there  were  any  ; 
but  if  there  had  been  two  or  three  hundred  there 
was  more  than  enough  for  them  all.  Ground 
baiting  is  a  matter  over  which  many  young 
anglers  meet  with  great  failures.  Quite  as 
many  fail  in  casting  it  into  the  wrong 
place  as  in  using  too  much,  and  they  are  often  as 
thoughtless  with  respect  to  its  bulk  and  weight, 
and  where  the  current  is  like  to  take  it.  Again, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  if  one  wishes  to  catch 
specimen  fish,  it  is  very  little  good,  when  using 
ordinary  baits,  such  as  paste,  gentles,  or  worms, 
fishing  in  still  waters  1ft.  or  more  above  one's 
ground  bait  with  a  lure  suspended  apparently  on 
nothing,  while  the  fish  are  pegging  away  at  the 
bait  lying  on  the  bottom.  This  cannot  be  looked 
upon  as  either  a  sensible  or  natural  proceeding. 
I  need  scarcely  say  that  the  chief  object  of 
putting  ground  bait  into  a  swim  is  to  give  the  fish 
sufiicient  to  whet  their  appetites  and  no  more.  In 
other  words,  to  use  just  the  amount  of  ground 
bait  in  proportion  to  the  fish  in  the  swim — it  is  not 
an  easy  matter  by  any  means. 

It  is  a  very  mistaken  notion  to  suppose,  as  too 
many  anglers  do,  that  anything  will  answer  as 
ground  bait.   It  is,  of  coiu  se,  a  very  convenient 


way  of  getting  rid  of,  say,  dead  and  decaying 
worms,  and  nine  times  out  of  ten  these  are  also  an 
assured  means  of  obtaining  no  sport ;  and  although 
I  must  confess  that  fish  may  be  and  are  often 
caught  with  a  different  bait  from  the  ground- 
bait,  but  with  respect  to  several  baits  1  could 
mention  there  can  be  no  fjuestion  that,  as  a  rule, 
the  angler  will  be  more  successful  if  his  hook  bait 
is  similar  to  his  ground  bait,  thoUgh  of  a  much 
inferior  quality.  At  the  same  time  there  are 
occasions  when  even  roach  prefer  the  ground 
bait  fa  pellet  made  of  a  mixture  of  bread  and 
bran  for  instance)  to  a  hook  bait  of  white  pa%te--- 
a  peculiar  habit  that  they  sometimes  indulge  in 
in  warm,  muggy  weather,  a  wise  angler  will  quickly 
take  advantage  of.  The  fact  is,  fish  are  exceedingly 
capricious  creatures  in  their  likes  and  dislikes, 
and  it  is  absurd  to  lay  down  any  hard  and  fast 
rule.  It  seems  to  me  a  waste  of  time,  for  it  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  fish  will  flock  to  a  sewer 
and  fatten  on  the  filth  pouring  out  from  its 
culvert  into  the  river.  I  have  seen  mullet  feeding 
on  floating  particles  similar  to  the  fungus  formed 
on  old  cellar  walls,  like  dirty  bits  of  sponge  and 
quite  as  light.  This  is  one  reason  why  I  do  not 
fancy  mullet. 

Practically  speaking,  however,  sewage,  if  it  is 
free  from  ordinary  chemical  effluents,  in  spite  of 
its  malodorous  nature,  is  perfectly  fresh,  and  ia 
therefore  acceptable  to  the  fish,  reminding  one 
very  forcibly  of  the  poet  Cowper,  where  he  says ; 

The  very  rooks  and  daws  forsake  the  fields, 
Where  neither  grub,  nor  root,  nor  earth  nut  now 
Repays  their  labour  more  ;  and  perch'd  aloft 
By  the  wayside,  or  stalking  in  the  path. 
Lean  pensioners  upon  the  traveller's  track. 
Pick  up  their  nauseous  dole,  though  sweet  to  them, 
Of  voided  pulse  or  half  digested  grain. 

It  is  the  latter  that  I  have  constantly  seen 
sparrows  busy  eating  and  enjoying.  Then,  if 
sparrows,  why  not  fish  ?  At  any  rate,  I 
have  caught  fish  at  Kingston  when  they  were 
feeding  on  the  sewage,  or  something  floating  into 
the  river,  and  seen  other  anglers  catch  them.  We, 
for  instance,  eat  cream  and  other  cheeses  giving 
off  a  most  horrible  smell,  and  enjoy  them,  but  we 
draw  the  line  at  putrid  meat ;  and  just  by  the 
same  reasoning,  fish,  although  they  will  and  do 
feed  on  crude  sewage,  as  a  rule  have  a  decided 
distaste  for  stale  and  putrid  worms. 

Temperature,  again,  has  a  very  strong  effect  on 
the  biting  of  fish,  even  in  a  few  hours.  In  the 
summer  months  good  sport  can  frequently  be 
obtained  on  a  river  of  sandy  shallows  2ft.  or  3ft. 
in  depth.  In  fact,  on  the  Upper  Thames  I  have 
made  some  good  bags  of  roach,  with  a  fair 
admixture  of  chub,  dace,  gudgeon,  and  even  odd 
barbel  in  such  places.  As  the  year  runs  its  course, 
however,  the  fall  in  the  temperature  drives  the 
fish  into  the  deeps,  where  the  water  is  heavier, 
and  consequently  warmer.  I  have  taken  dace  in 
8ft.  and  Oft.  of  water.  Thus,  the  spots  in  which, 
from  June  to  the  end  of  September,  one  can  often 
obtain  good  sport  are  frequently  useless  from 
October  till  the  close  of  the  season.  E  ven  in  the 
height  of  summer  the  approach  of  night  has  a 
material  effect  on  the  feeding  of  fish.  Swims  may 
be  found  which  in  the  full  glare  of  the  daylight 
are  not  worth  fishing,  but  which,  as  the  shadows 
lengthen  on  the  meadows,  will  repay  a  visit,  and 
this  remark  often  applies  to  dead  and  still  waters. 
In  places  such  as  these  one  may  sit  all  day  long 
without  perhaps  seeing  only  small  fish,  and  not 
too  many  of  them.  As  the  day  wanes,  however, 
the  bigger  fish  often  put  in  an  appearance  and 
begin  to  show  sport ;  tench  and  bream,  for 
instance.  I  have  frequently  noticed  it.  It  is 
therefore  advisable  to  commence  fishing  a  pond 
in  the  early  morning  or  the  forepart  of  the  day  in 
its  deeper  portions,  and  to  try  the  shallower 
lengths  towards  evening.  The  same  advice  often 
applies  to  roach  fishing  in  rivers.  I  have  re- 
peatedly caught  splendid  roach  with  creed  wheat 
in  3ft.  or  4ft.  of  water  within  2ft.  or  3ft.  from  the 
.  bank  when  I  have  only  just  been  able  to  see  my 
float  in  the  gathering  twilight,  and  I  feel  certain 
that  had  I  fished  in  the  same  swims  at  mid-day  I 
should  not  have  caught  one.  Another  great 
mistake  frequently  committed  by  the  novice  is 
not  only  that  of  using  a  real  winter  bait  in 
summer,  but  also  of  employing  baits  that  fish 
from  one  cause  or  another  refuse  to  look  at 
during  one  particular  period,  while  the  same  bait 
tried  at  another  period  will  prove  an  unqualified 
success.   Unless  the  young  angler  studies  the 
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habits  of  the  fish  he  is  seeking  to  circumvent,  he 
runs  the  danger,  according  to  the  particular 
localities  he  tries  his  skill,  of  fishing  both  over 
their  heads  and  beyond  them,  instead  of  the  exact 
spot  where  they  are  likely  to  feed.  Added  to 
this,  he  may,  in  the  innocence  of  his  heart,  be 
fishing  in  comparatively  dead  and  still  water  in  a 
big  slack,  or  slow-running  deep,  at,  say,  a  bend 
of  the  river  over  a  thick  muddy  deposit,  for  such 
fish  as  dace,  roach,  chub,  and  barbel,  that  usually 
prefer  a  current  with  a  sandy  or  gravelly  bed. 

Indeed,  the  old  proverb,  "  There  is  a  time  for 
all  things,"  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  angling, 
because  the  movements  of  the  fish  from  deeps  to 
shallows,  and  from  shallows  to  deeps,  with  the 
passing  of  the  year  and  the  changing  of  the 
seasons,  must  be  carefully  followed. 

Old  Angler. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to, 


 River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 

should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  ThameB  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^65  min.  for  Kew. 

ArtrtJ^"   "     •>   Putney.  a<i,i)^*   •>     "  Richmond. 

'*-'"'^45   „     „  Hammersmith,  '^"'^JSO   „     „  Twickenham. 
(50   ,,    ,,  Barnes.  V85   „     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  Hish  Watbb  at  London  BBmas. 

ISomIng,  Evenint;. 

Saturday,    June     9    ]0  j7    11. 20 

Sunday,         „      1   11. .53    — 

Monday,         „      11    0.17    0  41 

Tuesday,        „       12    1.  3    1.2.5 

Wednesday,     „      13    147    2.  7 

Thursday,       ,,      14   ,   2.27    2.48 

Friday,  ,,       15    3.  8    3.21) 

ElSH  WATEB  at  AKBBBLET  and  PULBOBOnSH. 

Momlng.  Evening. 

Saturday,    June     9    11.37    12.  c, 

Sunday,  „       10    12  33    0.40 

Monday,         ,,      11    0 .57    1  21 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amherley, 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m,  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Henley). — June  6.— Nothing  has  been  done 
here  daring  the  past  week.  A  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out,  bat  bo  far  I  can  hear  of  no  trout  having  been 
tiken  in  this  district.  The  water  is  now  very  clear,  but  a 
fair  stream  is  running.  The  spawning  season  has  been  a 
good  one,  and  prospects  for  the  openirg  of  the  coarse 
tishing  are  promising. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Fangbonrne). — The  water  is  getting  low,  and 

scarcely  any  heh  have  been  seen  lately.  Mr.  A.  B.  Hobbs, 
of  Henley,  caught  a  brace  of  trout,  Tuesday  morning, 
between  oj'b.  and  Oib.  the  pair,  but  he  did  not  kill  them. 
May  Fly.— Stanley  Mead. 

  (Walton). — June  4, — Carp,  tench,  and  bream 

have  done  spawning,  and  they  are  to  be  seen  in  the  top  end 
of  the  backwater  splashing  about  on  the  shallows  amongst 
the  weeds.  There  are  more  fish  this  season  than  I  have 
ever  saen  before.  There  are  carp  up  to  81b.  or  101b.  each 
— a  pleasant  sight  for  anglers  to  see.  This  lasts  about  a 
week,  then  the  bream  will  all  disappear.  They  will,  as  in 
other  years,  work  up  the  ditches,  where  they  will  be  in 
danger  of  being  taken  out.  To  prevent  this  I  have  taken 
upon  myself  to  place  a  board  across  tha  upper  ditch,  so 
that  the  hsh  can  get  from  the  backwater  to  a  piece  of  water 
calkd  Canie  Bale,  where  they  will  ba  qaite  safe,  bat  will 
not  be  able  to  get  farther  up  the  shallow  part  of  the  ditch, 
as  in  other  years.  The  board  has  got  holes  in  it,  to  let  the 
water  through. — Joil.v  IIoNE. 

Aucholme  District.— Weather  was  delightfully  fine 
for  the  Whitsuntide  holidays,  and  as  we  had  visitors  from 
ijondoD  and  India  1  accompanied  them  on  fishing 
ezcureions  on  Saturday  and  Monday.  The  waters  were 
very  low,  but  we  thoroughly  enjoyed  onrselves.  Our  party 
coneiated  of  J.  C.  Coates,  Esq.,  C.C.  (London),  E. 
Bwabham,  Etq.  (liombay),  8.  Ford  (London),  self,  and 
two  daughters.  On  Saturday  we  got  a  basket  of  twelve 
very  fiue  trout,  and  on  Monday  tixteen.  The  first  batch 
made  a  splendid  breakfast  on  Sunday  morning,  and  the 
sixteen  were  diecuased  at  Highbury-quadrant  on  Wednes- 
day, it  has  ome  in  much  warmer,  and  it  is  quite  a  treat 
to  (iv;  the  trout  rising  in  stock  and  rearing  ponds  at  the 
Black  (ipHt. — Tiio.MAH  Fi>}i\)  (Caistor). 

Coin  (East  Olonoestershire).— The  May  Fly,  as  I 
anticipated  some  wei-ks  back  in  Fishiny  Qazclte,  was  well 
on  on  the  Coin  at  Fairford  on  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and 
l-'riduy,  May  'W  and  .'il,  and  June  1,  and  the  trout  showed 
up  really  woll.  The  banks  of  the  river  on  these  days 
were  lined  with  trout  fishers,  and  Bome  pretty  sport  was 
had  by  some  of  them.  "  The  Vicir  "  one  day  got  a  orcel 
of  four  and  a  half  brace,  of  nearly  lib.  average,  beiiides 
putting  several  ill-conditioriod  fish  back  ;  and  another 
anglflr  gothis  three  and  a  half  brace  on  the  (Jreen  Drake, 
which  on  Tharsday  and  I'riday  hatched  out  woll,  and 
the  trout  roie  fnriondy  to  this  fly,   J  Baw  Mr,  Slater,  ao 


old  Greshamite,  kill  a  pike  on  the  May  Fly  in  this  rise. 
On  Friday  Mr.  Stradling's  was  the  best  creel  with  three 
and  a  half  braca,  but  on  Saturday  this  same  expert  creeled 
his  four  and  a  half  brace.  Mr.  Rcnild  Walker  has  been 
having  capital  sport  on  the  Bull  water,  one  day  getting  a 
trout  of  l|lb.  Messrs.  Thomas  Rogers,  Drysdale, 
Hitchman,  lies,  Albert  lies,  Dra.  Powell,  Harker,  and 
Bloxsome,  and  Messrs.  Brown  (Burford),  Herbert  Lee, 
Norton,  Mufcroft,  Sydney  Galpin,  Hough,  Acott,  Clarke, 
&o. ,  have  also  been  out  here  with  sport.  Mr.  Percy  Barker 
one  afternoon  Irjught  in  a  pretty  creel  of  two  and  a  half 
brace  into  the  Bull  Hotel,  one  of  them  a  2-pounder.  The 
Duke  of  Leeds  and  Mr.  Wilson  have  been  having  some 
splendid  sport  on  the  Williamstrip  Park  waters,  their 
united  creel  one  day  amounting  to  twelve  and  a  half  breca. 
Mr.  Gardner  Bazley  and  friends  have  been  doing  well  on 
the  Hatherop  Castle  waters,  and  Mr.  Harold  Gibbs,  on 
the  Ablington  Manor  waters ;  and  good  sport  has  also  been 
had  at  Foss  Bridge,  Coin  St.  Dennis,  and  Winson.  Mr. 
John  Faulkner  and  friends  have  had  some  capital  sport  on 
the  Whelford  waters ;  and  Messrs.  Garrard,  Murch,  and 
Ellison  have  done  very  well  on  the  Butler's  Court  water. 
Dr.  Powell,  of  Highworth,  on  Saturday  got  his  three  and 
a  half  brace  on  the  Bull  water.  On  the  Leach,  Dr.  Parker 
Look  wood  has  been  having  good  sport  on  the  Little 
Faringdon  water ;  and  Messrs.  Chas.  and  John  Barton, 
Athston  Smythe,  E.  H.  and  Albert  lies,  and  others  have 
had  capital  sport  at  Fyfield.  Mr.  Sydney  Galpin  has  been 
fishing  the  Eastleach  waters.  Grey  Drake  well  on  at  time 
of  writing,  and  will  continue  on  Coin  until  about  Saturday, 
9th  inst. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  Whitsuntide  fishing  has  been 
very  various.  Monday  was  cloudy,  and  at  times  there  was 
thunder.  Sport  on  the  whole  was  bad.  Tuesday  was 
worse,  the  day  being  cloudless  and  very  hot.  Rods  were 
disconsolate,  and  those  whose  holiday  was  limited  to  the 
two  days  bad  every  reason  to  be  dissatisfied.  Wednesday 
was  much  better.  Peal  are  seen  in  fair  quantities  on  the 
Fowey  and  Camel,  but  few  hive  been  taken.  One  was 
got  in  the  higher  waters  of  the  Fowey  weighing  2ilb. — 
Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farningliam,  &a.).— The  May  Fly  was 

up  on  Monday  on  some  parts  of  the  Darentb,  but  aa  usual 
proved  a  fraud,  the  fish  either  refusing  the  artificial,  or 
taking  it  so  shyly  that  they  were  only  pricked.  I  devoted 
my  time  chiefly  to  using  small  flies  on  fine  tackle,  and 
managed  to  secure  a  brace  of  sizeable  fish  before  the  after- 
noon trippers  came  down  and  drove  me  home.  The 
snccessful  flies  were  the  Red  Quill  and  the  Olive.  The 
Alder  was  being  blown  on  the  water  frequently,  bat  was 
not  taken,  the  fish  being  very  sulky  and  difficult  to  tempt. 
Many  anglers  were  out,  but  in  most  cises  had  little  sport. 
Prospects  are  decidedly  good  for  next  week;  water  in 
order.— J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— In  spite  of  Saturday's 
rain  the  river  is  very  low,  and  too  clear  to  admit  of  much 
sport.  The  best  lota  of  trout  have  been  made  on  the 
higher  waters  of  the  moorland,  where  twelve  brace  is  con- 
sidered a  good  lot.  Mr.  Mason  has  had  some  fair  creels, 
but  in  the  lower  waters  dapping  is  about  the  only  thing 
likely  to  catch  fish.  The  Black  Palmer  has  been  freely 
used,  and  the  small  Alexandra  at  night.  Messrs.  Pershouse 
and  Soper  have  basketed  a  few  around  Staverton,  whilst 
Mr.  G.  J.  Green  killed  over  a  dozen  one  day  last  week. 
On  Thursday  Mr,  B  Distin  took  three  or  four  brace,  and 
Messrs.  Revell  and  Edmonds  are  getting  small  lots.  Fair 
sport  has  been  obtained  by  the  Red  Gasgoyue  ia  the  waters 
of  the  Angling  Association.  After  the  rain  fish  sported 
pretty  freely  in  the  upper  reaches,  and  insects  were  on  the 
water  in  great  numbers,  A  151b.  salmon  fell  to  Mr. 
Struben  just  below  Dartmeet.  Peal  have  not  yet 
commenced  to  run. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  The  streams  have  been 
freshened  up  a  bit  by  the  rain  of  Friday  night,  but  there 
is  liitle  or  no  difference  in  the  volume,  all  being  low  and 
clear.  On  the  southern  streams  fishing  is  exceedingly 
dull,  and  in  few  cases  have  takes  run  above  a  dczen,  the 
best  sport  beiog  obtained  in  the  streams  around  the 
border.  On  Monday,  one  rod  killed  fifteen  brace  in  the 
Tamar,  principally  with  the  Hawthorn  and  Peacock  Blue. 
Other  lots  have  been  from  a  dozen  to  a  dozen  aad  a  half, 
the  Coachman  being  useful.  A  variety  of  flies  are  used, 
however,  and  in  the  evenings  fieh  take  well.  Capt.  Jones, 
li  M.,  creeled  a  nic3  tiah  of  16oz.,  and  another  gentleman 
landed  fifty-two,  only  returning  four,  the  Alder,  Green 
Drake,  and  Bhck  and  Silver  being  the  best  flies.  Trout 
have  taken  fairly  well  to  the  artificial  fly  on  the  Carey, 
and  late  evening  fishing  has  provided  some  good  sport. 
One  take  included  a  good  fish  of  18.iz.  In  the  district  of 
the  Lyd,  Tavy,  Cleave,  &o.,  the  Black  Hare  Flax  with 
silver  twist.  Hawthorn,  and  Coch-y-Bondhu  are  recom- 
mended, the  latter  Hy  accounting  for  a  fine  fish  ll^in.  in 
lensth  on  tlie  I'lym  on  Saturday, — Devonian, 

Dove  and.  Tributaries. — The  May  Fly  is  now  on, 
and  fish  are  just  beginning  to  take  it  a  little.  By  Monday 
they  will  be  taking  it  freely,  A  dish  of  five  brace  (trout) 
was  btigged  by  Mr,  A,  J.  Birchenough  on  Tueeda,y  this 
week  iu  Dovedale  with  the  Black  Gnat. — D.  and  W.  H. 
Foster 

Esk  (Wiiitby).— This  river  continuee  to  run  in  a  low 
and  clear  state,  and  is  in  great  need  of  a  heavy  spate.  A 
fair  number  ot'  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  week, 
and  aport  has  been  fairly  brisk  on  the  higher  waters. 
Fishing  with  minnow  commeooed  on  June  1,  The  most 
successful  catch  of  the  season  is  that  by  Mr.  J,  Baker,  who 
landed  twenty-two  brace  of  fine  trout.  Others  to  hand  are : 
Mr.  J.  Moore,  seven  aul  a  half  brace;  Mr.  R.  Linton, 
four  brace  ;  Dr.  Englibh,  Sleights,  five  brace;  and  Mr.  H. 
Williamson,  four  brace.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  out- 
look is  poor,  there  being  no  prosp(>ot  of  a  flood.  Sea 
angling  lias  only  been  moderate. — J.  Ja<  kson. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiinos.  and  Cambs.).— 
The  weather  has  been  very  propitious  for  the  holidays, 


There  have  been  more  flies  about  this  week  than  any 
daring  the  season.  There  are  plenty  of  Dans,  Blacks, 
Cowdung.  and  other  flies,  and  the  Alder  Fly  is  among  the 
latest.  Good  fish  are  rising  up  to  eight  o'clock.  We  are 
looking  out  for  the  Drakes,  but  have  seen  none  yet, 
Whitsuntide  holiday  makers  should  have  done  well  on  the 
trout  streams,  even  if  they  had  tried  flies,  but  ant  egg  is 
reported  the  most  killing  bait.  Next  week  the  coarse 
fishers  will  be  busy. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— The  coarse  fishing 
season  is  drawing  near.  Many  of  those  who  are  experts 
in  this  way,  and  who  have  not  been  tempted  with  the 
flatter  of  the  trout,  have  been  down  to  their  old  haunts 
during  the  holidays  ust  to  see  how  the  land  lies.  A  few 
of  the  holders  of  licences  have  tried  for  fish  about  BIyth 
and  Retford,  and  a  few  brace  have  been  brought  away,  as 
finer  weather  has  favoured  their  efforts.  Bnthuaiasts  from 
Nottingham  have  mustered  in  force  on  the  streams  below 
Southwell.  Many  a  handsome  brace  has  baen  taken  from 
the  Greet  above  Rolleston  flour  mill.  There  have  been 
tnore  flies  on  the  water,  and  fish  have  played  with  them  in 
the  evening,  but  the  best  fish  have  fallen  to  the  gentle  or 
ant  egg.  May  flies  have  not  yet  been  seen,  but  it  ia 
reported  they  have  appeared  on  aome  of  the  Lincolnshire 
waters  near  the  Trent. — L. 

Iiake  y^rnwy  (North  Wales).— Seasonable  weather 
has  prevailed  during  the  week,  the  fish  have  been  rising 
freely,  and  are  in  first-class  condition.  Col.  Doncaster 
killed  B9ven  nice  fish  on  the  30ch,  and  Mr.  Davy,  five. 
On  the  31st.  Col.  Doncaster  took  eight  fish ;  Mr,  Peacock, 
four ;  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Davy,  three  each ;  and  Mr. 
Chance,  two.  On  June  1,  Mr.  Clarke  killed  six;  Mr. 
Davy,  four;  and  Mr.  Peacock,  three.  On  the  2nd,  Mr, 
Peacock  had  four,  and  Col,  Doncaster,  Major  Jordan,  and 
Mr.  Clarke  three  each.  On  the  4tb,  Major  Jordan 
creeled  nine ;  Col,  Doncaster,  six ;  and  Mr.  Wear,  three. 
On  the  6th,  Ma  jar  Jordan  killed  thirteen;  Messrs. 
Peacock  and  CartteM,  seven;  and  Mis.  Doncaster,  five. 
Owing  to  the  long  wiater  and  late  sprinjr,  the  fishing 
looks  as  if  it  will  remain  good  till  the  end  of  next  month. 
— Long  Drift, 

Iiea  and  Tribntaries^- The  river  varies  in  condition 
considerably,  but  is  in  very  fair  order  at  Hoddesdon,  Rye 
House,  and  portions  of  the  Hertford  rjaches.  A  good 
downpour  of  rain  would  be  much  appreciated  jast  now,  as, 
although  the  river  is  running  at  a  very  good  level,  there  ia 
atill  a  nasty  accnmmulation  of  debris  on  the  surface, 
which  interferes  with  both  spinning  and  fly  fishing. 
According  to  my  inform3,tion,  holiday  anglers  have  done 
little  with  the  trout,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the 
tributaries.  At  Dobb'a  Weir  Fishery,  Hoddesdon,  a 
pretty  trout  of  31b.  was  caught  on  June  3  by  Mr.  6, 
Brown.  I  can  hear  of  the  capture  of  no  other  trout  worth 
recording.  Next  Saturday,  June  16,  angle rs  will  be  able 
to  take  dace,  grayling,  gudgeon,  and  pope  in  the  liver, 
but  roach,  bream,  chub,  barbel,  &o.,  must  not  be  retained 
until  July  1.  I  hear  of  an  angler  out  afcer  trout  on  the 
Ash  having  a  lively  time  with  a  chvtb  of  between  31b.  and 
41b,  The  fish  took  an  Alder,  and  was,  of  course,  returned. 
— IzAAK  Walton, 

Itugg  and  Arrow  (IiMmlnater).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in 
splendid  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  changed  beauti- 
ful and  fine  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  the  May  Fly  cime 
up  slowly;  but  Ihe  fish  did  not  move  at  them  until  this 
week,  and  fiehiug  his  been  very  good  up  to  Monday,  The 
flies  used  were  Red  Spinner,  Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  Browns, 
and  Hawthorn  Fly,  and  several  nice  baskets  of  fish  were 
taken  in  both  streams.  Since  Monday  the  fish  have  risen 
at  the  May  Fly,  and  some  very  good  sport  has  been  had 
and  large  fish  landed,  and  prospects  are  now  very  good 
indeed.  Minnow  fishing  is  good.  The  Pinsley  is  running 
clear  and  in  good  order. — Gwynne, 

Lnggr,  Arrow,  and  Finslsy  (Einffsland).— May 
Fly  is  up;  but,  owing  to  changeable  weather,  the  rise  is 
very  erratic.  Some  small,  if  fair  baskets  have  been  made, 
yet  it  is  not  what  we  call  May  Fly  fishing.  Wind  boxes 
the  compass.  I  think  Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Orange 
Palmer,  with  Spinners  and  Caddis  for  evening,  should  ba 
best  for  the  coming  week. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Bndleigrh  Salterton).— The  general  tone 
of  angling  news  all  along  this  river  for  the  past  week  ia 
dispiriting.  Sport  does  not  improve  aa  the  season  advances. 
Many  of  the  beet  roda  declare  that  the  present  is  even 
woree  than  last  season.  There  is  more  reason  than  ever 
to  believe  that  the  heavy  floods  last  winter  caused  infinite 
damage  to  the  fish  life  of  the  river,  as  reported  by  me  at 
the  time,  for  we  cow  have  unmistakeable  evidence  that 
many  reaches  of  the  Otter  are  almost  denuded  of  trout. 
The  last  few  days  have  been  very  hot,  Tp-day  (Wednesday, 
JuLO  t>)  thunder  is  in  the  air,  and  rain  threatening.  A 
downpour  may  possibly  give  a  "  fillip  "  to  sport.  Evening 
fishing  oupht  soon  to  come  on. — Ueron. 

Ouse  (Denver). — Notwithstanding  the  keen  N.  and 
E.  winds  of  the  past  few  weeks  some  excellent  aport  haa 
been  had  at  the  aluioe,  good  bags  of  bream  and  roach 
having  been  secured  by  those  of  the  fraternity  who  availed 
themselves  of  the  close  time  exemption  applying  to 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  Two  London  visitors  down  for  the 
holidays  have,  eo  far,  done  fairly  well,  Sunday  and 
Monday  were  both  grand  days,  bar  the  wind,  and  that  ia 
keeping  back  the  weeda  up  stream,  consequently  they  are 
not  so  iroubleaome,  and  the  waters  too  are  running  well 
and  in  good  condition.  On  Monday  last  one  of  our 
"  locals  "  took  a  fine  tenoh  at  high  water  out  of  the  tidal- 
side,  a  fish  of  2  t>b,,  somewhat  of  a  rarity  hcraabouts,  and, 
curious  to  note,  the  same  angler  on  one  cf  the  Bank 
Holidays  in  last  year  landed  a  tenoh  of  aboutsimilar  weight 
at  almost  the  same  time  and  spot, — Watur  Wagtail. 

Flymoath. — Although  the  weather  is  so  fine,  and  the 
water  clear,  good  sport  can  be  had  early  mornings  and 
evenings.  It  is  barely  worth  the  trouble  to  fish  between 
twelve  and  six.   Several  rods  were  out  on  Whit  Monday, 
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and  they  all  had  fair  sport.  One  well-known  fisherman 
bad  half  a  dczen  on  the  Tavy,  and  another  on  the  Meavy 
one  and  a  half  dozen.  My  daaghter  had  a  nice  basket  of 
seventeen  on  the  Tavy,  and  several  of  these  were  taken 
below  Lady  Bertba  Mine,  and  were  in  good  condition. 
All  the  rivers  want  some  rain  badly.  There  are  any  amount 
of  salmon  peal  in  the  Tavy,  from  Denham  Bridge  up  to 
Doable  Waters,  varying  in  weight  from  21b.  to  101b.  apiece. 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  peal  in  the  Tavy 
are  like  the  Boers  in  the  Transvaal,  they  soon  slip  away 
if  you  have  not  a  smart  man  to  catch  them. — William 
Heaeder. 

Severn.  Vyxnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cein  (Llanymy- 
necll). — Holiday  makers  in  this  part  of  the  country  have 
bad  no  cauce  to  complain  of  the  weather,  which  has  been 
most  favourable  and  summerlike,  the  only  drawback  being 
that  the  cold  winds  from  the  north  and  north-east  were 
occasionally  too  much  in  evidence,  and  to  this,  in  a  great 
measure,  do  the  anglers  who  visit  the  neighbourhood  at 
holiday  time  attribute  the  very  moderate  sport  they  have 
had  during  the  past  week.  Unlike  other  parts  of  the 
country,  we  have  bad  no  rain  of  any  account  for  some  time, 
and  the  water  in  all  these  streams  is  now  much  too  bright 
for  successful  angling,  and  a  nice  downfall  of  rain  ie  as 
earnestly  wished  for  by  agriculturists  as  well  as  anglers,  as 
the  ground  is  much  burnt  up,  especially  in  hilly  neigh- 
bourhocds.  Daring  the  past  few  days  the  air  has  been 
charged  nith  electricity,  and,  as  usual  at  such  times,  eels 
are  showing  themselves  in  large  numbers,  especially  in 
the  Vymwy  near  Llaneantffraid.  It  is  not  generally 
known  that  in  salmon  rivers  the  close  time  for  eels  does 
not  expire  ti'l  Jane  24,  and  a  person  was  fined  last  week 
for  taking  eels  during  the  close  season  in  the  Severn.  At 
present  there  is  every  prcspect  of  rain,  as  the  barometer 
has  been  slowly  falling  for  some  days,  and  the  wind  is 
gradually  approaching  the  rainy  iinarter — the  south-west. 
— Ttbnwy. 

STissez  Streams  and  Sivers  and  Southern 
Harboars. — The  Whitsun  holidays  as  regards'  weather 
were  all  that  could  be  wished.  Streams  and  rivers  were 
in  grand  order,  but  the  trout  were  not  in  evidence.  The 
Ouse  has  been  weU  stocked.  Sir  Spencer  Wilson  has 
turned  a  host  of  fish  into  the  river.  The  Brighton  Anglers 
Association  have  added  their  quota.  Yet  trout  are  not 
rising ;  plenty  may  be  seen,  bat  with  the  prevalence  of 
nor'-easters  and  the  low  temperature  of  the  water,  they 
keep  at  the  bottom  in  the  warm.  Scarcely  any  sport  has 
been  had,  although  the  May  Fly  is  in  evidence  on  the 
Ouse.  The  dace,  roach,  and  chub  take  fly,  and  cause  dis- 
appointments. A  dog  otter  was  shot  recently  between 
Barcombe  and  Lewes.  One  more  antagonist  got  rid  of. 
The  salt  water  fishermen  in  harbours  and  rivers  are  getting 
fair  sport.  S'melt,  tass,  aid  flatfish  have  been  taken  at 
Chichester  Harbour.  The  smelt  appear  to  reiish  the 
efflux  of  the  draioage,  as  they  are  more  plentiful  than  for 
years  past.  The  ccokles  taken  on  the  mud  are  now 
tabooed  by  order  of  the  officer  of  health.  Many  persons 
have  been  half  poisoned  by  the  cockle,  who  appears  to  grow 
fat  on  the  result  of  the  new  drainage.  Some  tons  of 
sewage  run  into  the  Chichester  Canal,  but,  as  a  rule,  few 
coarse  fish  find  their  way  to  the  table. — George  F, 
Salter. 

Taw  (Nortli  Devon).— I  heard  of  a  fish  having  been 
killed  in  the  Mole  (21b.)  a  day  or  two  ago,  and  a  nice  catch 
or  two  in  the  Bray,  but  the  low  clear  water,  with  a  hot 
sun,  has  not  made  fishing  good. — Eusty  Game. 

Tein«  (Lndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
ranning  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  splendid  order  for 
fishirg.  The  weather  has  turned  beautiful  and  fine,  and 
has  been  in  every  way  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out  during 
the  holidays,  and  there  has  been  a  good  number  of  rods 
out  this  week,  and  eport  has  been  good.  The  May  Fly 
came  up  at  the  end  ot  last  week  quite  ui expected,  bat  a 
few  warm  days  soon  brought  them  up ;  the  fish  did  not 
move  at  them  for  some  days,  but  on  Monday  they  began 
to  riee  better,  and  on  Tuesday  the  fish  were  taking  them 
well,  and  the  prospects  for  eport  are  now  very  good,  and 
large  trout  will  be  landed.  The  best  flies  to  use  in  the 
evening  are  the  Blue  Dan,~  Yellow  Dun,  May  Fly,  Orl, 
and  Ccch-y-Bondhu.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  good  with 
worm,  and  minnow  fishing  has  accounted  for  some  good 
dishes  of  fire  trout.  On  Monday  a  dish  of  six  trout  were 
landed  with  the  YeUow  Dun  and  Alder.  On  Tuesday  a 
trout  of  lib.  10:z.  was  taken  with  May  Fly,  as  well  as 
some  nice-eized  fieh.  On  Wednesday  sport  was  gocd,  the 
fish  rising  well,  and  the  outlook  is  better  than  it  has  been 
for  weeks.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clan,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  sport  has  been  good  in  them 
with  the  May  Fly  this  week,  and  good  fish  landed. — S. 
Lldlou'. 

Taff   (Llandowror,    CarmartlienBhire).  — The 

trout  season  opened  with  little  or  no  sport.  Fish  seem 
very  scare-.  The  salmon  netsmen  in  the  estuary  also 
complain. — H.  8.  Harlaxd. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— In  this  part  there  has  been  quite 
a  change  in  the  weather,  it  turning  beautiful  and  fine  and 
quite  summer-like,  the  water  being  in  capital  order,  the 
prospects  for  fishing  on  this  part  have  been  very  greatly 
improved.  It  being  holiday  time,  there  has  been  a  good 
few  anglers  out,  and  sport  has  been  good.  May  Fly  put 
in  an  appearance  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  the  fish  are 
now  Vj?ginning  to  rise  well  at  them,  and  sport  has  been 
good,  some  very  fine  trout  having  been  landed  this  week. 
The  prospects  for  eport  are  now  good,  and  good  baskets  of 
trout  will  be  landed.  The  Rea,  Eyre,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  in  order,  and  eport  should  be  had  in  them. — 
Worcester. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibnry,  East  Oloncestershire).— 

May  Fly  well  on.  Messrs.  Keid,  Ranger,  Slack,  John 
Jeffries,  and  one  other  rod  have  been  oat,  with  pretty 
sport.  Mr.  Jeffries,  on  Monday,  caught  seven  brace,  but 
returned  nine  of  them,  two  or  three  of  which  were 


pounders.  Best  flies.  Grey  Drake,  Sherry  Spinner,  and 
Brown  Alder.— Sherry  Spinner. 

Wltham,  fto.  (Baid-Iilncolnablre).— The  poorness 
of  the  sport  eiporienced  in  trout  fishing  by  the  holders  of 
licences  has  led  to  an  anxiety  among  them,  and  among 
tliose  who  had  their  tackle  carefully  packed  away  for 
the  last  three  months,  as  to  the  prospects  of  the  opening 
day  a  week  hence  on  Saturday.  The  railway  ccmpanies 
are  announcing  their  decision  as  to  the  conveyance  of 
paesengers  to  the  stations  on  the  Withani  side.  The 
arrargaments  will  be  much  the  same  as  in  previous  years, 
except  that  there  will  be  extra  facilities  offered  for  those 
of  South  Yorkshire  and  North  Derbyshire  by  the  new 
railway  opened  to  Lincoln.  A  great  feature  for  the 
August  Bank  Hoi i Jay  is  a  sweepstake  for  ClOO  at 
Kirkstead.  August  Bank  Holiday  has  formerly  seen  such 
a  crush  that  anglers  had  to  shift  for  themselves  on  that 
day.  This  year  they  have  decided  to  run  excursions.  The 
water  in  the  river  and  drains  is  in  the  pink  of  condition 
for  the  conclusion  of  the  spawning  season. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  The  above 
rivers  are  low  and  clear,  and  are  in  good  order  for  the  fly. 
A  great  many  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  past  few 
days,  but  very  few  fish  have  been  caught.  A  cold  north- 
east wind  blowing — almost  a  gale  at  times.  However,  the 
weather  appears  to  be  more  settled  now,  and  warmer, 
which  is  bringing  the  May  Fly  out  properly,  and  we  fisher- 
men are  expecting  to  have  a  good  haul,  as  so  few  have 
been  caught  up  to  now  from  either  stream.  Mr.  W. 
King,  fishing  from  his  balcony  at  Matlock  Bath  on 
Tuesday  night,  landed  a  very  pretty  trout  weighing  31b., 
taken  with  Devcn  minnow.  The  prospect  for  the  next 
few  days  is  very  good,  and  should  be  the  best  of  the  trout 
season.  Useful  flies  :  May  Fly,  Yellow  Dun,  Olive  Duns, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Orange  Bumble,  and  Sand  Fly  for 
evening. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Dexwent,  Saalby 
Beck,  &c.  (Yorkshire).  —  The  weather  has  been 
gloriously  fine  from  a  Whitsuntide  holiday  point  of  view, 
being,  with  the  exception  of  Tuesday  (whan  it  was  dull 
and  cold),  gloriously  fine,  and  I  never  saw  more  tourists 
and  cyclists  passing  through  our  dales  than  on  Saturday, 
Sunday,  and  Monday,  but  the  angling  visitors  have  been 
below  the  average,  and  there  has  been  little  water  to  fish 
in,  the  upper  reaches  of  the  main  rivers  and  the  tributary 
trout  streams  being  particularly  low  and  bright.  Sport 
has  been  very  moderate  on  the  higher  reaches  of  the 
Yore.  Several  otters  have  been  seen  in  the  streams  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ulshaw  Bridge,  and  I  am  glad 
to  hear  that  it  is  the  intention  of  a  Welsh  gentle- 
man, with  the  permission  of  the  riparian  owners, 
to  bring  his  pack  of  hounds  over  for  a  week  ;  the  Yore  was 
always  a  famous  otter  hunting  river,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
he  will  have  fine  sport  with  favourable  water.  Sport  at 
Masham  has  been  very  fair,  a  gentleman  from  Bradford 
securing  one  day  twenty  good  trout  and  another  twenty- 
seven  nice  fish,  nearly  all  with  the  March  Brown.  Mr. 
Wa^sh  and  Mr.  Helliwell  have  had  good  sport  in  the 
Tanfield  Club  water.  Higher  up  the  river  sport  has  fallen 
off.  The  Stone  Fly  is  on,  but,  up  to  now,  few  fish  have 
been  caught  with  it,  and  then  only  in  the  early  mornings  or 
late  in  the  evenings.  My  Swaledale  correspondent  says 
the  water  is  not  only  very  low,  but  clear,  and  consequently 
angling  is  not  attended  with  any  great  results,  but  some 
anglers  have  had  fairly  good  sport  by  fishing  the  worm 
between  Scruton  and  Maunby.  Trout  in  that  portion  of 
the  river  are  not,  however,  plentiful.  The  Green  Drake 
has  at  last  made  its  appearance  on  Bedale  Beck,  and 
anglers  will  therefore  do  extremely  well  by  fishing  the 
natural  fly.  If  fished  beneath  the  .surface  of  the  water, 
the  trout  will  surely  find  it  and  come  greedily  for  it.  The 
old-fashioned  bait  known  as  Do^ken  Grub  is  also  very 
deadly,  and  the  caddis  grub  is  very  freely  taken.  Several 
members  of  the  Black  Ox  Club  have  had  fairly  good  spoit 
during  the  past  day  or  two.  Mr.  J.  King  landed  a  grand 
trout  out  of  Leeming  Lock  on  Saturday  afternoon,  while 
he  got  another  good  fish  in  the  stretch  of  water  known  as 
Green  Plantation.  Another  member  of  the  club  caught 
two  fine  trout  and  a  big  chub  in  the  deep  water  bel  jw 
Leeming  Bridge ;  while  three  anglers  from  a  distance 
experienced  fairly  good  sport  on  the  club  water.  Some 
excellent  sport  may  safely  be  looked  forward  to  when  the 
coarse  fishing  season  opens,  as  there  is  apparently  any 
quantity  of  grayling,  dace,  and  roach  in  the  stretch  of 
water  over  which  the  club  members  are  privileged  to  fish. 
The  Nidd,  Wharfe,  Rje,  Costa,  Derwent,  and  its 
tributaries  are  all  luoning  very  low,  and  angling  at 
preeent  is  at  a  discount.  The  barometer  is  falling  steadily 
to-day.  I  hope  it  will  continue  to  do  so,  and  that  the 
much-needed  rain  will  soon  make  its  appearance. — J.  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

[By  Telegrai'uJ.  —  Mr.  John  B.  Miller  says  the 
secretary  of  the  Dove  Angling  Club,  Kirbymoorside, 
writes  that  the  May  Fly  is  on  the  Dove,  Costa,  &c.  It 
appears  first  on  three  lowest  beats  of  club  water  below 
the  town,  and  is  generally  a  week  later  above  the  town. 
This  portion  was  tried  on  Monday,  and  amongst  the  catch 
a  York  angler  was  one  and  a  half  brace  of  jlb.  trout. 
Another  fisherman  lost  some  good  fish  by  not  lowering 
his  rod  when  they  leapt  out  of  the  water.  Notwith- 
standing that  the  Green  Drake  was  on  the  water,  the 
above  fish  were  all  taken  with  a  large  March  Brown,  and 
fished  dry ;  above  the  town  the  smaller  flies  answered 
well.  One  parly  landed  several  brace  of  trout  out  of  the 
Caldron,  a  noted  pool  on  the  ITodtre.  On  comparing 
catches  one  day  last  week  at  the  Costa  Inn, 
trout  21b.  lOoz.,  21b.,  and  others  a  little  smaller  were 
exhibited.  The  Pickering  Angling  Club  water,  which 
joins  the  Costa,  contains  large  fish.  One  over  2ib.  was 
caught  the  other  day;  but  the  May  Fiy  is  only  just 
coming  on,  it  being  later  there  than  on  the  Costa.  The 
York  Angling  Club  water  at  Pocklington  has  been  fishing 


well,  Mr.  Stewart  having  exceptionally  good  sport, 
securing  three  trout,  all  over  21b.  On  the  Yore,  Messrs. 
Jenkinson  and  Forester,  fishing  at  Askrigg,  have  also  had 
good  sport  with  fly  and  upstream  worm.  Messrs.  Walsh, 
Helliwell,  and  Pemberton  have  had  good  spf^rt  at  Tanfield. 
Mr.  Chippendale  secured  a  dish  of  nine  trout  on  Monday, 
also  fomtetn  on  Tuesday,  with  fly,  at  Fewttone  reservoir. 
— Middleham. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Abeifeldy  (Breadalbane  Arms).— Mr.  Maxwell, 
fishing  Loch-na-Craig,  got  some  nice  baskets  of  trout 
weighing  12JIb.    Wind  j-^ill  east,  and  bright  sky. 

Altnacealgach. — The  following  eport  has  been  got 
since  last  report :  On  May  28,  Meesrs.  Moore  and 
Edmondaon  fished  Loch  Urigill  and  larided  ninety-four 
trout,  2Glb. ;  Messrs.  Bell  and  Collings,-  on  Loch  Cama, 
fifty-four,  181b. ;  and  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Bell,  on  same 
loch,  fifty-four,  IGlb.  On  June  1,  Messrs.  Moore  and 
Edmondson  caught  113,  291b.  On  Jane  2,  Mr.  Moore  had 
forty-nine,  151b.,  on  same  loch  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell, 
London,  a  basket  of  thirty-two,  91b.  ;  and  Messrs.  Melly 
and  Mason,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  fifteen,  Gib.  On  June  4, 
Messrs.  Middleton  and  Moore  made  a  basket  of  eighty-two, 
201b.,  on  Loch  Boarlan  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell,  London, 
on  Loch  Cama,  fifty-seven,  211b;  Mr.  David  Croal, 
Edinburgh,  on  Loch  Crigill,  fifty-seven,  141b. ;  Messrs. 
Melly  and  Mason,  on  Loch  Cama,  fifty-one,  16Ib. ;  and 
Mr.  Rowlands,  London,  on  Lech  Urigill,  fifty-seven,  'Jib. 
Total  catch  :  715  trout,  1991b.— B. 

Ardgay. — A  few  days  ago  Mr.  James  Murray,  water 
bailiff,  Strathoykell,  while  on  his  rounds  in  Glen  Ginaig, 
killed  two  serpents,  one  of  which  measured  .35in.  in  length, 
and  the  other  24^in.  As  there  are  many  naturalists  and 
others  who  do  not  believe  that  serpents  of  35in.  exist  in 
this  country,  the  following  quotation  from  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  4,  1889,  may  be  given:  "Donald 
McLeod,  shepherd  at  Carbhaig,  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape 
Wrath,  killed  a  serpent  which  measured  4ft.  4in. 
Whether  it  was  an  adder  or  a  snake  has  not  been 
ascertained,  but  the  slayer  declares  it  was  ferocious 
enough  to  be  a  cobra."  Accordirg  to  Dr.  Joaas,  Golspie 
(an  able  authority),  adders  generally  run  from  20in.  to  28in., 
and  snakes  in  some  cases  to  3ft.  or  4ft. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Showery  weather  mingled 
with  sunshine  has  been  the  rule  for  the  last  ten  days  in 
the  Bskdale  and  Liddesdale  valleys.  Mr.  Wm.  Douglas, 
of  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  tells  me  thit  the  fistiing 
season,  both  on  the  Border  Esk,  the  Liddle,  and  the 
numerous  tributaries  thereof,  so  far  as  all  appearances  at 
present  are  concerned,  will  be  a  record  one.  His  hotel,  in 
the  Market-place,  Langholm,  is  a  roomy  and  comfo'-tably- 
arranged  hostelry,  and,  althongh  filling  up  rapidly,  there  is 
room  for  more,  and  in  the  surrounQing  villas  wnicn  now 
adorn  the  "  Muckle  Toon  "  there  is  plenty  of  accommoda- 
tion, especially  for  anglers  who  wish  to  spend  their 
limited  time  on  the  Border  streams.  It  will  save  a  heap 
of  repetition  if  I  tell  intending  visitors  to  the  upper  and 
mid-reaches  of  the  Border  Esk  and  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Lidole  to  call  at  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm, 
and  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  firstly.  iShould 
there  be  no  room  at  either  place,  all  can  be  comfortably 
housed  in  private  quarters  beyond  reproach.  The  waters 
are  now  in  good  condition,  yet  catches  are  not  large. 
Yellow  trout  are  better  both  in  the  parent  rivers  and  also 
in  the  tributaries.  The  Ewes  river,  which  j  lins  the  Esk 
above  Langholm  Bridge,  below  the  Castle  HoJm,  is  coming 
out  top  sawyer,  while  the  Tarras,  which  flows  through  a 
rocky  glen  of  fascinating  beauty,  has  not  baen  far  behind. 
Fishing  in  the  upper  reaches,  close  to  Langholm,  Mr. 
Weatherstone  caught  a  sea  trout  in  Souie  pool. 
Mr.  Law,  Canonbie,  had  one  of  21b.  in  Greystone 
pool,  above  Gilnockie  Bridge.  Mr.  W.  A.  ConneU, 
Langholm,  the  well-known  and  popular  whisky 
distiller,  captured  a  creel  full  of  yellow  trout  in 
the  Duke  of  Bucoleuch's  reserved  water  below  Langholm. 
Mr.  T.  Johnstone  had  one  sea  trout  in  Langholm  water ; 
Mr.  J.  Hotson,  Melbourne,  caught  a  sea_  trout  of  21b. 
above  the  Skipper's  Bridge,  ard  another  ia  the  Double 
water.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle  water,  Mr.  A.  Porteous  had 
a  sea  trout  and  twenty  yellow  trout  below  Penton  Bridge  ; 
Mr.  Bevan  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  mid- 
reaches  of  the  Esk  ;  Mr.  Leoky  had  two  sea  trout  below 
Canonbie  Bridge;  Mr.  Graham,  of  Gilncckie,  had  three 
sea  trout  in  the  Eak  below  Hollows  Bridge,  close  to  the 
Byreburn-foot  water ;  Mr.  A.  MacMiUan  is  responsible 
for  two  sea  trout  in  Langholm  water,  and  Dr.  Anderson, 
of  Canonbie,  has  very  little  to  record  beyond  two  sea 
trout  and  some  good  yellow  trout.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle, 
Mr.  J.  Cowan  repsated  his  haul  of  last  week,  viz.,  101b.  of 
yellow  trout,  below  the  Copsha.  Some  good  takes  have 
been  made  in  the  Liddle,  in  the  lower  reaches,  by  Messrs. 
Johnstone,  Lancaster,  and  Budd,  priooipaUy  yellow 
trout ;  while  Mr.  Anderson  and  Capt.  Carlyle  have  had 
yellow  trout  in  the  same  water  up  to  21b.  The  Solway  is 
not  producing  much,  only  fish  up  to  about  16!b.  and  under 
having  been  got.  At  Langholm,  Sergt.  Bell  killed,  with 
minnow,  the  best  sea  trout  of  the  season,  weighing  over 
31b.  A  sea  trout  each  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  a  good  many 
anglers  in  Ili3  upper  and  mid-reaches.  Dr.  Anderson  has 
done  fairly  well  in  the  Liddle,  and  intends  making  a 
thorough  "Border  raid"  on  that  historic  stream  on  an 
early  date. — Gilnockie. 

Daveron  (Banffshire).— Angling  on  this  river  con- 
tinues very  backward,  owirg  principally  to  the  low  and 
clear  water.  The  entrance  to  the  river  is  also  getting 
somewhat  silted  up,  and  fish  have  little  chance  of  running 
unless  the  tide  is  flowing.  For  the  past  week  both  salmon 
and  grilse  have  been  falling  cff  on  the  coast.  At  the 
several  stations  the  yield  was  less  than  it  was  for  any  of 
the  weeks  in  May.  Although  grilse  appeared  early,  they 
have  not  come  on  in  any  numbers,  and  np  to  date  the 
total  got  from  the  nets  on  the  sea  is  between  twenty  and 
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hirty,  and  none  from  the  river.  The  prospecLS, 
however,  ara  looked  upon  by  the  net  fiahermen  as 
promising.  Grilse  averaee  SJlb.  and  salmon  lO.b.  On 
the  whole,  toth  grilse  atd  salman  have  weighed  heavier 
this  season  than  that  of  the  previons.  A  good  nnmber  of 
sea  tront  have  been  netted  a  short  distance  from  the 
entrance  to  the  river.  There  has  been  no  disease  of 
salmon  reported  on  any  part  of  the  river. — H,  W. 

Iioch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar). — Fishing  from 
Stron-achldchar  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  May  30,  Mr.  Thom- 
£0n  and  friend  had  thirty-one  trout ;  Mr.  Drayson  hid 
nine  tront;  Hon.  John  Fraser,  six ;  and  Mr.  Bachanan, 
four.  On  Thursday,  May  31,  Mr.  Drayson  had  twenty- 
two  trout ;  Hon.  John  Fraser,  fourteen  ;  Mr.  Buchanan, 
eight ;  Mr.  Turnbull,  seven ;  and  Sir  William  Marsh, 
seven.  On  Friday,  June  1,  Mr.  Turnbull  had  twenty- 
seven  trout,  the  heaviest  weighing  lib.  14  jz. ;  Mr.  Drayson 
had  twenty-seven,  heaviest  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Mclntyre  and 
friend,  twenty-seven,  heaviest  lib. ;  Hon.  John  Fraser, 
ten  trout.  On  Saturday,  June  2,  Mr.  Hilliard  had 
twenty-four  trout ;  Mr.  Drayson,  twenty-one  ;  Mr.  Gale, 
sixteen  ;  Mr.  Walker,  fifteen  ;  Mr.  Turnbull,  twelve  ;  Mr. 
Ewing,  eight;  Hon.  Mr.  Fraser,  seven;  Mr.  Cran,  three; 
Sir  William  Marsh,  two.  On  Monday,  June  4,  Mr.  Cran 
had  twelve  tront ;  Mr.  Turnbvdl,  eleven ;  Mr.  Drayson, 
nine  ;  Hon.  John  Fraser  (half  day),  nine  tront, — Donald 
FBSGrsox, 

Iiochleven  (Einross).  —  The  catches  have  been 
particularly  good  during  the  past  week,  which  has  been 
overcast  for  several  days,  with  two  days  of  bright  sun- 
shine. Fish  have  been  rising  to  the  lures  in  a  way  which 
is  seldom  seen  here,  though  they  have  been  rather  difficult 
to  bring  to  net.  The  first  prize  winners  of  the  competing 
clubs  were :  Mr.  J.  M.  Eoss,  West  of  Scotland  Club, 
twelve  trout,  111b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  G.  Davis,  West  of  Scotland 
Club  (second  day),  eighteen,  111b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Bums, 
Edinburgh  Midlothian  Club,  eight,  61b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  J.  D. 
Paterson.  Edinburgh  St.  Andrew  Club,  fourteen,  91b.  5oz. ; 
Mr.  J.  Dnnlop,  Glasgow  Buckland  Club,  twenty-six, 
16ib.  lOoz.  The  following  were  the  citehes  by  private 
anglers  :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laird,  London,  killed,  in  five  dajs, 
138,  971b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Gamett,  Wyreside,  Lancaster, 
and  Mr.  C.  W.  Townshend,  Cheltenham,  in  three  days, 
seventy-nine,  o41b. ;  Mr.  John  Fleming  and  Mr.  Ness, 
Dollar,  fifty,  3ilb.  8oz.;  Messrs.  Knox,  Cambus, 
fifty  -  two,  321b.  ;  Mr.  James  Dunbar,  in  two 
days,  seventy-three,  551b.  ;  Mr.  Walker,  Edinburgh, 
and  Mr.  Smith,  Stirling,  thirty-three,  211b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fergus,  Glasgow,  forty,  241b.  ;  Mr. 
McGregor  and  Mr.  Dick,  Greenock,  thirty,  20lb.  ; 
Messrs.  Robertson  and  McKinnon,  twenty-seven,  181b. ; 
Mr.  M.  Mackenzie,  Edinburgh,  twenty-eight,  201b. ;  Dr. 
Fordyce,  Edinburgh,  twenty-two,  161b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  P. 
Hardie,  Edinburgh,  twenty-three,  181b. ;  Capt.  Macdonald, 
Perth,  two  days,  thirty-five,  241b. ;  Mr.  Isherwood,  Hey- 
wood.  creeled  in  a  few  hours  in  the  afternoon  eighteen, 
91b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Isherwood,  who  was  also  out  two  days 
with  Mr.  Walker,  Mirfield,  secured  ninety-eight,  511b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Ruehworth,  Colne,  ift  two  days,  sixty-three,  391b. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Black,  Sheffield,  three  days,  sixty-four, 
421b. ;  Mr.  Cargey,  Edinburgh,  thirty,  181b. ;  Mr. 
Thomson  and  Mr.  O'Hanlon,  Manchester,  two  days,  forty- 
two,  251b. ;  Mr.  Fenwick,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  two  days, 
fifty-one,  331b. ;  Mr.  Smith,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  two 
days,  seventy-two,  411b. ;  Messrs.  W.  M.  and  J.  W. 
Smith,  Newoastle-on-Tyne,  nineteen,  161b.  Saz. ;  Mr, 
Kcoi,  Cambue,  and  Mr.  Falkner,  Bowdon,  two  days, 
fifty,  281b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Ross,  Glasgow,  twenty,  121b. ;  Mr. 
R.  Archibald,  Tillicoultry,  thirty-three,  231b.;  Mr.  R. 
Porter  and  Mr.  A.  Ednie,  Edinburgh,  forty-three,  21ib. ; 
Mr.  W.  Cairns  and  Mr.  James  Dunbar,  forty,  241b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth,  nineteen,  141b. ;  Mr.  J.  E. 
Evans,  London,  two  days,  forty-one,  261b.  4cz. ;  Mr. 
Ednie  and  Mr.  Howie,  Edinburgh,  twenty,  141b.  ;  Messrs. 
Horsfall,  Moffat,  three  days,  fifty-two,  371b.;  Mr. 
Macpberson,  Strathtay,  twenty-four,  131b. ;  Mr.  J.  P, 
Hardie  and  Mr.  D.  Mackay,  Edinburgh,  forty-six,  371b. 
The  National  Competition  will;be  held  here  on  Wednesday 
next. — R.  Lain'o. 

Iiochness  (Foyers  Hotel).— Fishing  from  Foyers 
Hotel  on  May  28,  Messrs.  Morgan  and  Walsh  got  thirteen 
trout,  81b.,  on  Loch  Mhor;  Messrs.  Hardioge  and  Wood, 
one  tront,  IJlb.  ;  Major  Houghton  Hughan,  twelve  trout, 
8Ib.  On  May  29,  Capt.  Walsh  and  Mr.  Morgan,  eleven 
tront,  lOJlb. ;  Major  Hughan,  eleven  trout,  71b. ;  Messrs. 
HarJinge  and  Wood,  fourteen  trout,  8Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Shaw, 
one  salmon,  lljlb.,  on  Lochness.  On  the  30th,  Mr.  Shaw 
had  five  trout,  3lb.,  on  Loch  Mhor;  Messrs.  Hardinge 
and  Wood,  fourteen  trout,  8lb. ;  Major  Hughan,  seven 
tront,  lib.  ;  Mr.  Sherwood  Aldrick  had  a  nice  salmon  on 
Lcchnefs  weighing  191b.  On  May  31,  on  Loch  Mhor, 
Major  Hughan  had  eleven  trout,  111b. ;  Mr.  Shaw,  five 
trout,  41b. ;  Messrs.  Hardinge  and  Wood,  fifteen  tront, 
7 Jib.  On  June  1,  on  Loch  Mhor,  Major  Hughan  had  four 
trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Shaw,  four  trout,  'lib  ;  Messrs.  Hardinge 
and  Wor.d,  ff  ur  trout,  SJlb.  ;  Mr.  Sherwood  Aldrick, 
seventeen  trout,  Hlb.  On  the  river  Foyers,  Mr.  William- 
son had  thirty-three  trout,  9ib.  On  June  2,  on  Loch 
Mhor,  Mr.  Shaw  had  two  trout,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Burstall,  three 
trout,  31b.;  Men^rs.  Hardinge  and  Wood,  six  trout,  31b. 
Mr.  l-herwood  Aldrick,  on  Lochiejs,  nine  frout,  51b.— S. 

Tl  I  KTO.N. 

Melvich  Hotel  (Bntherland).— On  May  27  Mr. 

Morripon  hHd  thirty  trt  ut,  lOlb.  28th,  Mr.  Stephen, 
eleven  trout,  OJlb,  ;  Mr.  Morrison,  thirty-five  trout,  171b. 
29ih,  Menrs.  Morrison  atid  Rtcphen,  liiib.,  trout;  Mr. 
Macintosh,  sixteen  trout,  7ilb.  ;  Mr.  Morrison,  six  trout, 
i.n  a  recently  rtocked  locti.  June  2,  Mr.  Mcclntosh, 
twenty-two  trcnt,  131b.;  Mr.  Morripon,  twenty-seven 
trcut,  l  llb.  4!h,  Mrs.  Payne,  forty  eight  trout,  lllb. 
Messrs.  Payne,  twenty-four  trout,  121b.— A.  MArlNTosn. 

Noxth-Eaat  of  bcotltnd.— Somewhat  i  lear  waters 
aad  nasty  easterly  winds  have  prevailed  during  the  week, 


preventing  the  best  being  made  of  the  present  chances. 
However,  good  sport  is  being  got  on  the  middle  and  upper 
waters  of  the  Dee.  The  l3uke  of  York  has  been  out 
every  day  on  the  Balmoral  waters,  and  has  come  at  the  very 
best  time  for  this  far  island  section.  He  has  been  doing 
exceedingly  well,  but  details  of  his  bag  are  not  yet  to 
hand.  On  the  Braemar  waters' Lord  Hardwicke  creeled 
two,  of  8ib.  and  lllb.,  four  fish  soiling  from 
61b.  to  lO.b.,  and  two,  of  71b.  and  8lb.,  on 
the  Lower  Invercauld  vrater;  while  Earl  Buchan 
had  six  fish,  scaling  from  61b.  to  161b.,  and 
three,  of  71b  ,  8ib.,  and  91b.,  on  the  same  water. 
On  the  Birkhall  waters,  Capt,  Forbes  creeled  two,  of  51b. 
and  61b.,  and  one  of  Sib.  ;  while  Lieutenants  Grant  and 
Burns  had  also  considerable  sport  daring  the  week.  On 
the  Ballater  waters  sport  continues  quite  satisfactory  for 
the  season  of  the  year,  while  on  the  Glentana  and  Aboyne 
waters  anglers  have  not  fared  so  well.  On  the  Aboyne 
reaches  belonging  to  the  hotel  upwards  of  sixty  fish  were 
creeled  for  llay.  This  is  a  record  for  that  month.  On 
the  Kincardine  O'Neil  and  Banchory  reaches  sport  is  still 
fairly  good,  although  probably  not  to  the  extent  it  was  a 
few  weeks  ago.  On  the  Dess  water,  Mr.  D'Aroy  Clark 
landed  three,  of  71b.,  71b.,  and  91b. ;  while  the  keepers  had 
also  three  of  similar  weights.  On  the  Borrowstone,  Mr. 
Sidney  Jones  had  seven  fish,  scaling  from  71b,  to  141b. 
On  Ballogie  water,  the  Hon.  Chas.  Fitzwilliam  and  Mrs. 
Fitzwilliam  had  a  combined  bag  of  eleven  fish,  scaling  up 
to  141b.  On  the  Carlogie  section,  Mr.  John  Biddulph 
creeled  four,  of  71b.,  71b.,  81b.,  and  91b.;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Drummond,  five,  on  Upper  Blackball  waters,  of 
average  weights.  On  the  Woodend  water  Mr.  Joliff,  on 
the  Cairnton  Mr.  Farley,  on  the  Blackball  Mr.  Hay,  on  the 
Durris  Mr.  Baird,  and  on  the  Inohmarlo  Messrs.  Davidson 
(pere  cf  , /lis),  are  all  having  an  occasional  fish.  No  grilse 
have  yet  been  caught,  although  they  are  now  coming 
on  the  coast  in  increasing  numbers.  An  angler  who, 
more  by  misadventure  than  evil  intent,  killed  one  single 
smolt,  and  threw  it  to  some  children  playing  by  the  river- 
side, was  mulcted  in  the  sum  of  £4  83.,  while  a  poacher 
taken  redhanded  netting  the  tidal  reaches — with  an 
illegal  mesh  into  the  bargain — was  let  oS  with  a  fine  of 
IO3.  or  three  days.  The  Aberdeen  Rock  Fishers  are  now 
in  the  thick  of  their  season.  Trouting  on  the  Don  is  on 
the  wane,  the  river  getting  too  small  and  clear.  Anglers 
on  the  Ugie  (Peterhead)  are  making  famous  baskets  of 
yellow  trout,  June  baing  considered  the  best  month  in  the 
season  for  this  prolific  little  stream,  which  is  now  entirely 
reserved  for  angling  alone. — G.  M. 

Sconrie  Hotel  Waters.— During  the  past  week  the 
following  an|2lers  have  been  fishing  the  hotel  waters: 
Sheriff  MacKenzie,  Mr.  Leslie,  Mr.  D.  Mclvor,  and 
others.  Several  good  baskets  were  made,  the  average 
weight  of  the  trout  being  about  lib.  each. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).  —  On  May  26,  Sir  John 
Ferguson  Davie  landed  one  salmon,  lllb. ;  on  28th,  one  of 
141b.;  on  29th,  one,  161b.;  and  on  30th,  one  of  14lb. 
On  Jane  2,  Mr.  Larans  Buxton  grassed  a  salmon  of  141b ; 
on  4th,  he  landed  a  17-pounder ;  and  Mr.  Edward  Buxton 
had  two  salmon,  of  12ib.  and  131b. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  weather  is  excessively 
bright  and  hot  during  the  day  and  generally  cold  at  night. 
The  rivers  have  run  down  rapidly  since  last  week's  report, 
and  the  streams  are  now  at  summer  level.  Angling  has 
been  very  poor  on  most  of  the  rivers  this  week,  and  any 
sport  going  has  been  confined  chiefly  to  yellow  trout. 
The  sea  trout  migration  is  still  disappointing  in  the 
Solway  rivers.  The  lessees  and  fishermen  anticipated  a 
better  show  of  trout  with  the  warm  weather,  but  they 
have  not  come  on  yet  in  the  nets.  A  continuance  of  the 
present  favourable  weather  for  another  ten  days  should 
make  a  great  difference*  in  the  catches  of  trout.  It  is 
believed  that  the  cold  weather  of  the  past  month  has 
kept  the  sea  trout  away  in  the  deeper  waters.  The 
first  grilse  in  the  Solway  was  taken  in  the  Annan 
nets  on  Wednesday  evening  of  last  week,  and  one 
or  two  others  have  been  taken  since  that  date,  nice 
fish  of  an  average  of  4Jlb.  At  the  Bownesa  fishing  grounds 
on  Monday  morning  there  was  not  a  single  sea  trout  or 
salmon  taken  among  all  the  fishermen,  notwithstanding 
that  the  conditions  were  favourable.  Angling  has  been 
very  poor  ia  the  Annan  and  its  tributaries  this  week,  and 
only  two  sea  trout  have  been  caught  since  last  week's 
notes  with  the  night  fly  in  the  middle  reaches.  In  the 
upper  portion  a  few  yellow  trout  have  been  taken  with 
worm  bait,  and  two  or  three  at  an  on  ting  in  the  evening 
appears  to  be  the  best  basket  in  the  lower  waters.  In  the 
Niih  the  angling  has  also  been  very  poor  indeed  on  all  the 
different  reaches.  In  the  Sanquhar  portion  the  streams 
are  much  too  low  for  day  fishing,  and  only  an  odd  rod  or 
two  have  been  out  this  week.  A  number  of  local  hands 
have  been  oat  with  the  night  iiy  with  but  poor  success. 
From  the  Galloway  part  of  the  district  similar  reports 
reach  me.  On  the  Ken  several  visitors  have  been  out,  but 
small  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  the  rule.  The 
Lochinvar  loch  afforded  fair  baskets  last  week-end.  The 
Galloway  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire,  the  Fleet  of 
GatehouEC,  and  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  have  been 
alTording  no  sport  _  worth  noticing  this  week.  Loch 
Doon  of  Dalmellington,  in  the  Ayrshire  part  of 
the  country,  is  giving  better  sport,  though  the  bright 
weather  has  been  against  large  baskets,  and  the  trout 
caught  have  not  been  large.  On  the  Ayr  agoodly  nnmber 
of  rods  were  out  on  Saturday  without  much  success.  The 
beet  baskets  were  taken  between  Stair  Bridge  and  Lugar 
Foot.  In  the  Solway  Derwent  and  Cocker  the  sea  trout 
are  showing  in  uneatisfactory  numbers,  and  a  spate  is 
wanted  to  improve  angling.  'Ihe  upper  waters  of  the  Irt, 
Ehen,  and  Calder  are  far  too  low,  and  nothing  is  being 
done.  A  ntimher  of  visitors  from  Dumfriesshire,  chiefly 
frcm  Moffttt,  fished  the  upper  Clyde  last  week,  and  fair 
sport  was  had  in  the  Abiogton  waters.  The  trout,  how- 
ever, ran  small,  and  the  worm  and  creeper  bait  accounted 


for  the  best  creels.  Visitors  had  average  sport  on  St, 
Mary's  Loch  with  fly  after  sunset.  At  the  time  of  writing 
there  are  no  signs  of  rain. — Heatherbell, 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Kivers.— 
The  main  rivers  in  the  Kelso  district  have  been  running  in 
very  small  volume  during  the  past  week,  and  takes  of  trout 
have  been  small.  The  only  takes  that  have  been  got  have 
been  killed  with  worm  and  minnow,  but  some  of  the 
baskets  have  contained  many  nice  trout.  Mr.  Wm. 
Mercer,  Kelso,  has  had  3lb.,  51b.,  and  4|lb. ;  Master  David 
Brovm,  three  baskets,  of  3Jlb.,  4ilb.,  and  to-day  (Wednes- 
day) one  of  51b.,  all  with  worm,  clear- water  fishing. 
This  angler  is  only  a  boy  of  fourteen  years,  but  is  an 
adept  with  the  rod  and  line,  and  can  hold  his  own  with 
many  an  old  stager.  There  has  been  nothing  done  in  the 
way  of  salmon  fishing  on  any  of  the  waters,  and  there 
cannot  be  any  sport  in  this  way  until  we  have  another 
flood. — Maxvcheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kilrea).— This  river  is  now  perfectly  clear,  and 
the  proper  height  for  good  salmon  and  trout  angling,  but 
the  weather  was  not  all  that  could  be  desired  for  the  past 
week.  Cloudless  sunshine  during  the  day,  with  frost  at 
night,  prevented  the  trout  from  taking  the  fly  as  freely  as 
they  would  have  done  under  more  favourable  conditions. 
Large  fish  can  be  seen  rising  in  all  the  reaches,  but  they 
are  taking  a  yellow  fly  that  comes  on  the  water  about  the 
end  of  May  and  remains  for  three  weeks.  This  fly  rises 
about  the  same  Ume  the  Green  Drake  does  on  other 
rivers,  and  trout  take  it  greedily  while  it  remains  on  the 
water.  They  take  it  to  the  almost  exclusion  of  all  other 
flies.  No  one  is  able  to  make  an  imitation  that  will  take 
fish.  A  very  large  run  of  salmon  has  come  into  the  river, 
and  is  passing  over  the  weirs  at  Caronroe  and  Movanagher 
into  the  Kilrea  reach.  On  the  Caronroe  section,  on 
May  31,  John  McCarrol,  boatman,  two  salmon,  131b.  and 
141b.  0^  June  1,  Mr.  Wolff,  M.P.,  one  salmon,  91b.  On 
June  2,  Mr.  Wolff  and  Mr.  Ardole,  fishing  from  the  one 
boat,  eight  salmon,  from  7ilb.  to  181b.,  scaling  in  all  961b, 
On  June  4,  Mr.  Wolff,  one  salmon,  91b.  On  June  4,  Mr, 
E.  V.  Richardson,  Dunmnrry,  Belfast,  three  salmon, 
lOlb.,  lllb.,  and  121b.  On  June  4,  Colonel  Harrison,  one 
salmon,  lllb.  On  June  4,  Thomas  Groham,  one  salmon, 
91b.,  while  fishing  for  Mr,  W.  H.  Wilsan,  Belfast.— 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. —  Up  till  Wednesday  the 
weather  was  very  hot,  bright,  and  clear;  consequently 
very  little  was  done  on  the  dams  and  local  rivers,  all  of 
which  are  low  and  clear,  and  badly  in  need  of  floods. 
About  Donacloney  the  Lagan  has  been  polluted  so  badly 
that  numbers  of  trout  have  been  killed.  The  pollution  in 
the  Clady  has  had  the  curious  effect  of  destroying  the  fins 
of  the  trout,  dorsal  and  caudal  included. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyne. — The  May  Fly  rise  on  the  Boyne  was  excep- 
tionally good  this  season.  Last  week  several  nice  dishes 
of  trout  were  killed  below  Old  Bridge.  Salmon  fishing  is 
improving,  though  in  the  tideway  comparatively  few  have 
been  taken  lately  in  the  nets. — J.  A.  B. 

Congr  (Iion^h  Corrib).— Fishing  fair  during  past 
week.  On  June  3,  Mr.  Duffy  got  two  trout,  one  71b.  and 
one  21b.  Monday,  Mr,  Mack,  three  trout,  one  weighing 
81b. ;  and  Mr.  Tiemey,  one  salmon,  61b. ;  Dr.  Cahill, 
four  pike,  one  weighing  23lb.  Weather  very  warm  just 
now  and  May  Fly  coming  out.— 0.  D. 

Cork  Rivers.— The  past  week  has  been  very  sultry 
and  bright,  and  sport  has  been  very  dull  in  all  depart- 
ments. The  prospects  at  time  of  writing  are  not  much 
improved,  though  rain  appears  to  be  near,  but  probably 
only  a  few  heavy  showers  will  take  place.  The  late 
evenings  are  now  the  best;  in  fact,  the  only  times  to 
obtain  sport  on  any  water  in  the  county.  Later  on, 
whenever  the  weather  changes,  fair  sport  at  least  should 
be  had  on  the  majority  of  rivers  where  salmon  are  reckoned 
numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Comb  (G-alway),— The  river  is  in  pretty  fair  order 
for  salmon  fishing,  and  a  fine  head  of  salmon  and  peal 
tenants  all  the  stands.  Peal  are  rather  slowly  coming  up 
from  the  Atlantic.  Since  last  notes  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
Cunliffe,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Cohen,  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Hill  killed 
several  salmon  and  peal,  the  killing  flies  being  Yellow  Gold- 
finch and  Black  Goldfinch ;  but  the  prawn  is  the  more 
successful  lure.  An  odd  salmon  was  killed  on  Lough 
Corrib.— J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Ballinderry  is  running 
low  and  clear,  and,  except  during  the  evening  rise,  few 
trout  were  taken  lately.  With  the  advent  of  the  hot 
weather  black  fly  fishing  has  commenced.  When  properly 
manipulated  this  mode  of  fishing  is  most  deadly  in  clear, 
fine  water,  overshaded  by  bushes.  Salmon  have  been 
observed  in  the  lower  pools,  below  Ballinderry  Bridge. 
On  the  Blaokwater  sport  has  improved  a  bit,  though  far 
from  the  average.  Fishing  is  restricted  to  the  mornings 
and  evenings.  On  Wednesday  some  rain  fell ,  but  not  in 
sufficient  quantities  to  materially  raise  the  river.  The 
tributaries  are  mere  trickles. — J.  A.  B. 

Brne  (Ballyshaunon  and  Belleek).— Very  bright 
hot  weather  prevailed  all  the  past  week  ;  still,  some  fine 
salmon  and  trout  were  landed  on  the  Erne.  The  following 
are  the  particulars :  Mr.  E.  F.  Chance  landed  three 
salmon  during  the  past  week,  of  15lb.,  131b,,  and  SJlb. ; 
Mr.  A.  L.  Chance  took  two  fine  salmon  of  ISJlb.  and  irilb. 
Mr,  E.  A.  Ralli  landed  one  salmon  of  161b.  on  4th  inst,, 
and  Sir  Wm.  Williams  landed  another  of  141b.  on  same 
day  ;  and  Mr.  Poulteney  landed  a  fine  fresh-run  salmon  of 
141b.  on  1st  inst.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  1').  F.  Chance  took  a  fine 
bjsket  of  trout  below  Ballyshaunon  Bridge  on  1st  inst., 
containing  eleven  tront  weighing  141b.  Mr.  Chance  took 
nine  trout  on  the  following  evening,  largest  2lb,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Pike,  fishing  with  dry  fly,  landed  several  fine  brown 
trout  during  the  past  few  days,  several  of  them  weighing 
2ilb.  and  3^1b.  each.  A  lot  of  good-sized  trout  have  been 
taken  on  the  Erne  daring  the  past  week  at  the  night  rise, 
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'FISHING  GAZEHE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund— the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  LIST. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Carter   

Mr.  H.  A.  Hinton  

Mr.  C.  Wlute  and  a  few  friends  

£ 

1 
0 
0 

8. 

0 

1 

4 

d. 

0 
0 
0 

Amonnt  from  twenty  •fifth  list   .,. 

1 

242 

5 
11 

0 
3J 

243  16 

3i 

(We  find  that  we  acknowledged  IO3.,  received  from  Mr.  David  Pine.  in  our  ninth 
list,  and  again,  in  error,  in  the  tenth  list ;  and  that  in  transferring  the  total 
from  the  fifteenth  list  to  the  sixteenth  we  gave  it  as  £187  Ss.  2d.,  instead_  of 
£187  83.  2d.,  so  that  our  total  is  reduced  by  78.)    deducting 

0 

7 

0 

Total      243  9 


both  at  Ballyshannon  and  Belleek.  Mr.  A.  J.  H.  Woods, 
Major  F.  D.  Bland,  Lieut.  Eyre,  and  others  were  among 
the  successful  anglers.  On  Lough  Erne  some  good  fish 
have  been  taken  with  the  May  Fly  daring  the  past  few 
days,  although  the  very  bright  weather  was  greatly  against 
the  chances  of  sport  with  it.  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston  landed 
three  trout,  of  2|lb.  SJlb.  and  21b. ;  Mr.  C.  W.  Willmer, 
two  trout,  of  21b.  and  21b. ;  Mr.  Barlow,  one  trout,  of 
2|lb  ;  and  Mr.H.  C.  Jonas,  one  trout  of  2Jlb.— M.  Rogan 
AXD  Sons. 

Kerry  lUvers. — Nothing  worth  recording  has  been 
done  on  any  of  the  Kerry  rivers  last  week,  owing  to  the 
hot  and  bright  state  of  the  weather  and  low  waters.  On 
Sunday  it  rained  generally  in  the  southern  districts,  but 
the  records  to  hand  show  little  or  no  improvement  in 
those  parts,  sufficient  rain  not  having  fallen  to  put  the 
waters  in  order. — T.  J.  D. 

EiUamey.— Owing  to  bright  and  very  sultry  weather 
angling  has  not  been  much  practised  around  here  since 
last  report,  though  anglers  out  in  the  late  evenings  had 
fair  sjjort  at  browa  trout.  The  outlook  for  the  next  few 
days  is  somewhat  better.  On  Lough  Quittane  averaee 
takes  of  brown  trout  were  had  on  a  couple  of  days.  No 
real  sport  can  be  expected,  especially  as  far  as  salmon  are 
concerned,  until  some  rain,  and  much  of  it,  takes  place. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Curraue,  &c.  iWaterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Sport  has  bsea  practically  at  a  standstill  since  last  report, 
owing  to  bright  and  sultry  weather.  On  Lough  Currane, 
on  a  couple  of  daya,  some  brown  trout  were  had  in  the  late 
evenings,  but  I  have  not  heard  that  any  sea  trout  were 
had.  On  Sunday  a  terrific  thunderstorm  took  place 
around  here,  which  was  accompanied  by  a  heavy  down- 
pour of  rain,  which  continued  for  some  hours.  This  had 
the  effect  of  inducing  sea  trout  to  come  up,  and  it  is 
thought  that  many  of  thoss  fish  have  done'so.  Nothing 
doing  on  the  rivers,  and  no  good  sport  can  be  expected  on 
those  waters  until  more  rain  takes  place.  On  the  upper 
lakes  some  fair  baskets  of  brown  trout  have  been  had,  but 
during  the  last  few  days  no  anglers  have  been  out  on  those 
waters.  The  weather  is  getting  still  hotter,  and  the 
prospects  of  sport  at  time  of  writing  are  not  reassuring.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Longhs  Mask  and  Corrib.— Notwithstanding  bright 
hot  weather,  fiahing  above  waters  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel , 
Clonbur,  some  record  baskets  have  been  made  trolling 
since  last  report.  Mr.  Greham  and  friend,  fishing  from 
one  boat,  caught  on  June  3  eight  beautiful  trout  ranging 
from  lib.  to  81b.,  making  a  total  weight  of  291b.,  or 
a  little  over  3Jlb.  average.  Mr.  Becker  landed  on  same 
date  an  81b.  trout,  while  Mr.  Cordiner  secured  a  grand 
trout  of  91b.  Messrs.  Drake,  Boucher,  Lyoett,  Blair,  and 
King  are  all  making  grand  baskets  daily,  considering 
unfavourable  fishing  weather.  Eight  large  trout  have 
been  sent  off  to  Williams  and  Son,  Dame-street,  Dublin, 
to  be  B3t  up  within  the  past  week,  making  a  total  weight 
of  .or>lb.,  nearly  71b.  each.  No  other  lake  in  Ireland  cin 
show  such  a  record  as  Lough  Mask,  owing  to  strict  preserva- 
tion for  the  past  five  years.  Fly  fishing  not  successful, 
owing  to  bright  calm  weather. — J.  A.  .1. 

Lonffh  Melvln.— Some  fine  tronting  was  had,  chiefly 
in  the  late  evenings,  after  the  bright  hot  days  of  the  past 
week.  Mr.  G.  Mahon  landed  a  trout  {Sahno  ferou:)  of 
on  June  3  ;  Mr.  M.  Humphrey  landed  a  salmon  of 


8ilb.  on  June  2 ;  and  Mr.  J.  Adams  landed  a  grilse  of  6lb. 
on  June  4.  Very  bright  weather  continues  at  time  of 
writing,  which  is  a  great  drawback  to  the  chances  of  sport 
this  week. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

3IoTixne  (Newtonstewart,  00.  Tyrone).  —  The 
river  is  lowering,  and  for  the  past  week  sport  was  duU. 
Salmon  are  showing  up,  and  one  or  two  have  been  kUled 
below  here. — J.  A,  B. 

Moy  Hotel  (Ballina).— Water  in  good  order,  with 
south  winds,  and  the  pools  well  stocked  with  grilse.  Mr. 
Steurly  hooked  two  on  Saturday,  and  some  trout,  but 
owing  to  bright  sunshine  they  are  taking  short,  though 
with  a  little  cloudy  weather  there  is  sure  to  be  some  good 
sport.  Trout  fishing  on  the  lower  reaches  is  doing  well. 
— John  Devebs. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Killaloe).— Almost 
all  of  our  English  visitors  who  had  come  over  for  the 
dipping  on  Lough  Derg  have  returned  to  England  greatly 
disappointed.  The  north-east  winds  and  dead  calms  have 
caused  all  the  mischief.  Between  whiles,  however,  a  few 
rods  have  secured  some  good-sized  brown  and  gillaroo 
trout.  On  Friday,  June  1,  Mr.  Harry  Barker  killed  five 
trout,  12 Jib.  2nd,  Mr.  A.  H.  Ballantine  got  one  gillaroo, 
41b.,  besides  a  number  of  perch;  on  another  day  he 
landed  one  pike,  161b. ;  and  on  the  following  he  had  one 
good  trout  and  a  lot  of  pike  and  perch.  June  2,  Mr.  W. 
Malmsley  Gotham  and  Mr.  Bertram  Gotham,  Prescot, 
killed  four  trout,  121b.,  largest  4Jlb. ;  3rd,  one  trout,  4 Jib. 
2nd,  Mr.  Joseph  MalpaES,  Manchester,  had  four  trout, 
4lb.,  21b.,  21b.,  IJlb.,  and  a  heap  of  pike  and  large  perch; 
4th,  two  trout,  41b.,  and  any  number  of  pike  and  perch. 
A  very  welcome  change  has  taken  place  in  the  weather. 
To-day  the  wind  is  in  the  west,  and  soft  showers  are 
descending.  We  are  just  starting  for  the  lake,  where 
everything  is  bound  to  be  favourable.  Blow  gentle 
breeze  !  South  it  a  little  and  we  shall  hope  to  return  with 
some  comely  trout.  The  grilse  continue  to  run  up-river, 
but  we  want  a  freshet  to  ensure  good  sport.  Major 
Traherne's  men  killed  yesterday  (Tuesday)  a  nice  plump 
grilse  of  61b.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— This  has  been  a  doll 
week  for  the  salmon  angler,  but  such  is  usually  the  case 
between  the  end  of  the  spring  salmon  fishing  and  the 
arrival  of  the  grilse.  The  lattter  have  begun  to  show 
themselves,  but  apparently  there  are  only  a  small  number 
yet  about.  We  expect  a  goodly  number  during  the  coming 
week.  Evening  trout  fishing  is  improving,  and  some  nice 
specimens  have  been  taken,  including  one  of  6Jlb.  Mr.  J. 
Enright,  on  5th  inst.,  killed  a  handsome  trout  of  3Jlb., 
and  other  anglers  have  had  fish  approaching  this  weight. 
—John  Enright  and  Son. 

Weitmeath  Lakes  ( Mnllingar).— To  the  bitter 
disappointment  of  anglers  east  wind  and  bright,  dazzling 
weather  set  in  last  week  and  utterly  spoiled  the  fiahing. 
On  Monday,  June  4,  there  were  indications  of  a  change, 
and  on  Lough  Owel  I  landed  four  trout,  weighing  4ilb., 
41b., _  IJlb.,  and  fib.  respectively.  I  believe  I  was  the 
luckiest  on  the  lake.  One  of  the  trout  was  full  to  the 
throat  of  May  Fly  or  Green  Drake,  in  the  state  in  which 
they  appear  just  before  rising  to  the  surface.  The  flies 
were  not  nearly  so  numerous  as  in  former  years,  and  con- 
jectures are  various  as  to  whether  this  is  owing  to  the 
enormous  increase  of  gulls  about  the  lakes  or  from  other 
causes.— T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING, 

Brighton.— Mackerel  were  "schooling"  within  half 
a  mile  of  the  beach  on  Sunday  last  (3rd),  and  a  number  of 
small  boats  were  off  with  eeine  nets,  but  not  many  fish 
were  taken,  though  excitement  ran  high.  A  shoal  of 
porpoises  passed  last  Monday,  going  west,  and  followed  up 
by  numbers  of  gulls. — H.  S.  Harlaxd. 

Penzance. — Bod  and  line  anglers  have  ssarcely^  had* 
any  sport  aa  yet,  thought  to  be  due  to  the  very  variable 
weather.— II.  S.  Hakland. 

Plymouth. — The  warm  weither  his  settled  in  all  at 
once,'and  the  consequence  is  that  fish  hive  come  in  closer  to 
the  shore.  For  severa,!  days  last  week  we  have  had 
enormous  shoals  of  bass— both  large  and  small — around 
the  rocks  and  beaches.  In  fact,  on  one  day  a  gentleman 
took  one  about  51b.  or  Gib.  weight  on  a  thrjw  line  from  off 
the  beach  underneath  the  Hoe.  I  have  never  heard  of 
such  a  catch  before.  Hundreds  of  these  fish  coald  be  seen 
from  the  road  above,  and  when  they  were  shoaling  on  the 
top  the  boys  were  pelting  them  with  stones.  The  rocks 
and  stones  underneath  the  Hoe  abound  with  the  green 
crab,  and  as  this  is  the  time  of  the  year  when  they  cwt 
their  shell  I  believe  these  baas  come  in  to  feed  on  them,  as 
there  is  no  better  bait  for  baas  than  a  soft  green  crab» 
The  pouting  are  getting  very  large,  and  several  have  been 
taken  over  lib.  weight.  Pollack  are  also  well  on  the  feed, 
and  yesterday  I  counted  about  fifcy  or  siity  sailing  boats 
of  different  sizes  whiffing  for  mackerel  outside  the  break- 
water.— William  Hearder  (B.S.A  S.). 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier). — The  weather  has  been  very 
unsettled,  and  fishing  bad.  Eels  up  to  lib.  Pouting  and 
flounders  have  been  taken.  The  sand  dabs  have  gone  off. 
We  hope  to  do  better  when  the  weather  improves. — W.  E, 
Laker, 

Valentia.— Sport  is  now  good  in  the  late  evenings, 
the  fish  principally  had  being  pollack,  gurnard,  and 
whiting.  Bass  are  numerous  close  inshore,  but  only  a  few 
have  been  had  by  anglers  so  far.  The  pollack  had  latt 
week  were  all  mostly  of  a  large  size. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Sea  anglers  are  getting 
good  sport  in  the  late  evenings  along  the  Inny  shore  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Horae  Island,  the  fish  principally 
had  being  pollack,  garnard,  and  whiting.  Bass  are 
numerous,  but  anglers  are  getting  no  sport  among  them 
in  the  bay,  though  some  have  been  had  by  anglers  in  the 
Inny  estuary,  sand-eels  being  the  best  lures.  Rock 
fishing  is  beginning  to  give  sport  at  various  points  along 
the  headlands.— T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^xxtme^, 

June  10.  """" 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Annual  dinner. 
Islington  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 
June  11. 

Anglers'  Association:  Finance  Committee,  8  p.m.  5 
Renting  and  Preservation  Committee,  8.30  p.m.  j 
General  Committee,  9  pm. 

Central  Association :  Monthly  delegate  meeting. 
June  12. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Eagle:  Annual  dinner. 

Good  Intent :  Distribution. 

Islington  Brothers :  Distribution. 
June  13. 

Albion  Brothers :  Distribution. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

Camden  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Cosy  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

Seymour  Brothers :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Walworth  Waltonians  ;  Concert  and  distribution. 
Jane  15, 

Bostonian :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 
June  16. 

Coarse  fishing  season  opens. 


June  17. — Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

,,  17. — Clerkenwell  Visiting  List :  Competition. 

,,  17. — Convivial :  Gating  to  Byfleet. 

,,  17. — Friendship  :  Match  at  Wateriogbury. 

,,  17. — Hounslow  :  Barbel  competition. 

,,  17. — Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Yalding. 

,,  17. — Lincoln:  Outing  to  Amberley. 

,,  17. — Oglander  :  Gating  to  Palborough. 

,,  17. — West  Ham  Brothers  :    Match   at  Hatfield 
Peverel. 

,,  18. — Hearts  of  Oik :  Benefit  concert. 

,,  18. — Islington  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 

„  18.— Original   Alexandra :    A.B.S,    concert  and 

distribution. 

,,  19. — CoUingwood  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

,,  19. — Greaham  :  Paper  by  Dr.  Ladell. 

„  20. — HoUoway  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  20. — Izaak  Walton  :  Special  outing. 

„  21. — United  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  24. — Allason  United  :  Match. 

,,  25. — Hearts  of  Oak  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

,,  30. — Gresham  :  Casting  tournament  at  Eelvedon. 
July     1. — Blenheim:  Outing  to  Harefield. 
,,       1. — Convivial;  Annual  dinner. 
,,      1. — Phosnix:  Brake  outing. 


Lost  in  a  Mist  on  Lochleven. — On  Saturday  last  a 
boat  wh'!ch  went  out  with  an  angler  in  the  afternoon  was 
suddenly  enveloped  in  a  dense  miat  when  on  the  shallows 
in  the  evening.  The  breeze  was  very  changeable,  and  the 
boatmen  lost  their  reckoning.  After  rowing  about  for 
fully  three  hours  the  boat  reached  the  pier  between  one 
and  two  o'clock  oh  Sunday  morning. — R.  B.  L, 
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ia^poxts  from  Clu&s 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
jQunsfan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Bbfobt  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— Owing  to  the  Whitsun 
holidays  there  will  be  three  committee  meetings  on 
Monday  next,  the  11th  inst.,  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican :  Finance  Committee,  8  p.m. ; 
Eenting  and  Preservation  Committee,  8  30  p.m. ;  General 
Committee,  9  p.m.  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  all  members  of 
these  new  committees  present. — R.  G.  Woodbuff. 

Allason  United  Brothen'  Angling  SocJoty, 
Doke  of  Sussei,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  HiU  Gate.  W.— 
Oar  June  meeting  was  fully  attended.  Messrs.  Wheeler 
and  E.  Jackson  (the  representatives  of  the  T.K.A.)  gave 
in  their  report,  which  was  received  with  thanks.  Mr.  C. 
Crowson  was  elected  working  member,  and  Messrs. 
Harvey  Brothers  and  H.  Coventry  honorary  members, 
also  another  gentleman,  from  Holland  Park,  joined  us. 
Several  additional  prizes  were  offered,  and  we  fixed  our 
first  match  for  Yeitches'  Pound,  Laugley,  A. A.  waters, 
meadow  side  (pegged-down),  on  June  24.  Members  to 
travel  by  the  twelve  o'clock  (midnight)  on  23rd,  or  any 
subsequent  traia  on  24th.  We  draw  for  swims  and  roll- 
cill  on  arrival  of  the  midnight  train  at  the  waterside. 
We  voted  a  good  sum  out  of  the  above  funds,  and  there  are 
several  private  prizes  also.  The  new  rules  are  ready,  and 
A.B.  cards  and  A.A.  privileges  I  expect  shortly  for 
distribution. — Bex  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Fortc- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Majr  31  the 
eleventh  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place.  Mr.  Fred  Ling  presented  the  prizes  to  the 
Buccassfnl  winners.  Messrs.  Drew,  sen.,  Utting,  Batlin, 
Black,  Chambers,  Montgomery,  and  Hall  were  the  chief 
recipients.  A  good  list  was  booked  for  the  ensuing  season. 
I  wish  to  return  my  thanks  to  all  the  artistes  who  assisted 
MB.  There  are  a  few  donors  that  have  not  sent  in  their 
prizes.  They  will  oblige  by  forwarding  them  at  once  to — 
J.  Chambers. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road,  8.E. — At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  there 
was  a  good  attendance,  with  Mr.  C.  Cannarin  the  chair. 
Programme  and  prize  list  for  ensuing  season  was  sub- 
mitted, and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Several  members 
promised  to  attend  the  Collingwood  concert,  also  sum 
voted  in  response  to  appeal  of  Hearts  of  Oak  A.S.,  re  Mr. 
Bagshaw.  Several  other  matters  were  adjourned  for 
special  meeting  on  Wednesday,  June  13,  which  all  members 
are  urged  to  attend. — W. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
piok,  Bermondsey-street. — The  annual  dinner  and  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  of  the  above  society  will  take  place  at 
the  club-house  on  Tuesday,  June  12,  Mr.  H.  O.  Hinton 
(president)  in  the  chair.  Dinner  on  table  at  7.30. — Alf, 
Coxx. 

Blaok&iars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  S.B.— Our  meeting  on  Wednesday  was 
well  attended,  and  most  important  business  transacted. 
Mr.  J.  Whee'house  re-elected  secretary  and  treasurer,  and 
supported  by  all  the  best  working  members  as  brother 
officers.  Mr.  J.  W.  Smith  was  elected  honorary  member, 
also  Mr.  W.  Stone  down  for  election.  Will  members 
(working  and  honorary)  let  ine  know  when  they  require 
privilege  tickets,  as  I  am  about  sending  for  them  ?  _  Com- 
mittee meet  early  next  Wednesday,  to  arrange  prize  list 
for  ensuing  eaason,  as  there  is  a  long  list  before  them. 
Shall  be  supporting  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  at  Collingwood 
A.B.S.  coECsrt,  and  also  with  Bermondsey  next  Tuesday, 
—J.  W iieelhouse. 

Blenheim  Anglin^f  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill. — We  got  through  a  lot 
of  business  at  our  last  meeting,  when  Mr.  Wilkins  was 
proposed  as  a  working  member,  to  be  elected  next  week. 
Mr.  Frank  Hunt  has  added  two  half-guinea  prizes  to  our 
list  for  the  season.  We  have  decided  that  the  brake 
outing  to  Harefield,  on  July  1,  shall  also  be  the  first  club 
outing.  There  are  five  prizes  up  to  the  present,  and  the 
conditions  are :  Boundary,  from  the  White  Bridge  to 
Wfttkin's  Lock;  tow-path  only;  two  rods  allowed;  all 
seasonable  fish  to  weigh ;  start  by  signal  and  cease  fishing 
at  (')  p.m.  In  addition  to  club  prizes  for  members  only, 
there  will  be  three  visitors'  prizes  of  5a.  each,  given  by 
Messrs.  Hunt  and  Chaplais,  but  all  visitors  mxxtt  pay  for 
their  seats  not  later  than  Wednesday,  June  27.  The 
tickets  are  on  sale  at  the  clubhoute  ;  the  price  is  33.  each. 

— <l.  ClIAl'I.Al  -. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Caatle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.G.— On  June  «  we  had  a 
well-attended  special  meeting,  and  got  through  a  deal  of 
baaiaees.  All  prizes  are  now  settled  for  the  coming 
season,  which  I  truet  will  be  a  great  anccees.  —  T. 
Patf.rno'-tku. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlom-street,  Biahop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath,  K.~A11  inemborH  are  summoned  to  attend  on 
Taesday,  June  12,  at  8  30,  special  meeting,  and  bring 
prizes  proiriised  with  them;  roll  call  10  30;  arrange  for 
prize  outing.  Distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on 
June  13,  when  ladies  and  friends  are  welcome. —  I*.  Lui  t, 

Camden  Angling  Booletrr,  The  Looomotivp,  Jaraes- 
Htreot,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— Our  concert 
on  l.ielialf  of  the  (J.  Tobacco  Fund  was  not  the  tuocees 
we  iihould  have  winhed  it  to  bo,  no  doubt  on  acoant  of  the 
cumival.  Members  are  reminded  that  we  sit  down  at  7.30 
sliarp  on  Wednesday  at  our  annual  supper.    All  gentlemen 


who  offered  prizes  kindly  forward  as  soon  as  possible. — R. 
Marshall. 

Clapham  Junction   Angling    Sodety,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Jnnotion,  8.W. — 
Our  first  day's  outing  this  seaeon  will  take  place  on  June 
17  at  Amberley  (roving).  Train  from  Clapham  Junction 
8.27.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— Will 
members  kindly  atten  d  the  club  next  Tuesday  to  give  in  their 
names  for  the  new  privilege  tickets,  as  the  season  opens  on 
June  16,  also  to  fix  the  dates  of  matches  for  the  year,  as  I 
should  like  to  get  the  prize  lists  out  as  soon  aa  possible  ? 
We  have  vacancies  for  a  few  new  members.  Those  wishing 
to  join  should  apply  as  early  as  possible. — T.  Twyman. 

UoUingwood  Angling  iSoolezy,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.B.  —  Members  who 
want  privilege  tickets  must  come  up  on  Wednesday.  Do 
not  forget  A.B.S.  cancert  on  Tuesday,  June  19.  We 
made  two  more  members  this  week. — F.  P.  Sorge. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  Cit^  of  London,  Sid- 
ney-street. City-road. — An  outing  will  take  place  at  By- 
fleet  on  June  17,  for  five  prizes,  and  the  annual  dinner 
takes  place  on  July  1  at  the  Black  Dog  and  Duck,  Bury, 
Pulborough.  Members  can  have  their  new  privilege  tickets 
on  Wednesday  next. — Phil. 

Cosy  AugUng  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — Our  annual  concert  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
June  13,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  see  brother  anglers 
and  friends.  On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  H.  Lovett  and  Mr. 
H.  Marshall  were  elected  members. — J.  White. 

Crown  and  Bnokland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  ClerkenweU-green,  E.G. — Our  prize 
distribution  on  May  30  pissed  off  very  satisfactorily. 
Martin  Doerr  fulfilled  the  duties  of  chairman,  and  Mr.  J. 
Knight  handed  the  prizes  to  the  winners,  the  principal 
winners  being  Messrs.  H.  Haines,  six;  G.  Norris,  six  ;  W. 
Long,  four ;  C.  Glover,  four ;  J.  Leadbeater,  four ;  H. 
Wright,  three ;  B.  Richardson,  R.  Knox,  and  W. 
Beaumont.  The  concert  was  one  of  the  best.  Among 
others  who  contributed  to  the  harmony  were  Cyrus  Bell, 
Professor  Dance,  Harry  Wade,  J.  Garlick,  Jay  Taylor, 
Bert  Reeves,  and  Dan  Dent.  Members  and  friends  are 
requested  to  meet  at  Liverpool-street  Station  on  June  10, 
at  nine  o'clock.  A  saloon  carriage  has  been  engaged  to 
take  us  to  Burnham-on-Crouch  for  our  annual  dinner. — G. 
Franklix. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — A  general  meeting 
is  called  for  Wednesday  next,  June  13,  when  we  have  some 
important  business  to  transact.  Members  requiring 
privilege  and  A.B.S.  tickets  are  requested  to  send  names 
in  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. — E.  Coltman. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  Tottenham. — 
The  annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Red  Lion  Hotel, 
Tottenham,  on  June  12,  at  8.30  p.m.,  when  we  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster  of  members  and  friends. — J.  G.  Dyee. 

Friendship  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Wellington, 
High-street,  Shoreditoh. — At  our  special  meeting  on 
May  31  it  was  decided  to  hold  our  first  match  on  June  1", 
at  Wateringbnry.  We  have  a  good  list  of  prizes  for  the 
coming  season.  I  hope  members  will  attend  on  Thursday 
next  to  make  final  arrangements  for  the  outing.— J. 
Levien. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — Will  members 
come  up  and  order  privilege  tickets?  I  shall  send  for 
them  on  Tuesday  next.  Honorary  members'  subscriptions 
are  now  due.- A.  W.  Ellins. 

Oood  Intent  Angling  society.  The  Grown,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch. — The  prizes  are  coming  in  well  for 
our  distribution  on  Tuesday  next.  The  secretary  will  be 
at  the  clubhouse  on  Saturday  next,  from  8  to  10  p.m.,  to 
receive  prizes,  and  also  on  Monday  next,  from  8  to  11  p.m., 
ditto  on  Tuesday,  from  7  p.m.,  to  pay  out. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N. — Our 
thirty-seventh  annual  supper  took  place  on  Thuraday,  May 
31,  a  numerous  company  attending,  the  secretary,  Mr. 
J.  A.  Fitch,  presiding.  After^the  supper  the  chairman 
briefly  gave  a  few  particulars  of  the  society's  doings  during 
the  past  season,  stating  the  society  was  in  a  flourishing 
state,  that  100  prizes  had  been  fished  for  during  the 
season,  and  that  13641b.  lloz.  of  fish  had  been  weighed-in. 
The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  harmony, 
many  members  of  neighbouring  clubs  assisting.  Upwards 
of  £30  was  given  for  prizes  for  the  ensuing  season. — J.  A. 

FlTl'H. 

Haroonrt  Angling  Society,  Haroourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W,— We  held  a  general  meeting  on 
Thursday  evening  last,  when  we  discussed  the  alterations 
of  some  of  the  rules  of  the  society,  and  I  hope  it  will  tend 
to  improve  our  membership.  We  made  two  new  members 
the  same  evening,  and  are  looking  forward  to  several  more 
coming  in  ;  and  if  the  members  will  only  try  and  help,  we 
shall  do  very  well.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green-road. — Will  members 
kindly  attend  next  Wednesday,  as  we  have  important 
business,  and  to  take  their  privilege  and  Benevolent  tickets 
out  ?  On  Monday,  June  18,  benefit  at  T.  Sjnionds',  Blue 
Anchor,  Church-street,  Shoreditoh,  on  behalf  of  A.  Bag- 


Tiric  l!i  OMi  SorsDS  thk  t  'AiA,  m  AiiMs,  iiml  is  alwayH  cheer- 
fully i('H])On<led  to  by  the  lli'itmh  Boklier  on  iirtivo  sorvico;  novor 
onrc  littH  hn  failfil  hln  c  ountry  In  tlio  hour  of  need,  It  nliould 
theroforn  h»  ii  Krcftl  honour  to  bo  cdllfid  the  Bolillor's  friend,  a 
tltld  which  bun  bcoti  well  earned  by  llolloway'H  I'iUs  and  Oint- 
ment. In  barrac  ks,  oanip,  or  whilst  on  many  a  woary  nian  b 
in  11  hoBtilo  country  tlinjo  modlclnos  havn  been  the  utay  and 
comfort  of  thousands  of  "Our  Lads  In  Itcd."  In  ciises  of 
ilyHontory,  diarrhoea,  fover,  and  anun  they  have  i>erfornied 
wonderful  euros,  and  noTcr  in  any  difioaio,  when  a  fair  trial  has 
been  givon,  have  they  falloil  to  afford  relief. 


shaw.   On  Monday,  Jane  25,  Benevolent  concert  ai  club 
house. — H.  Bagshaw. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — On  Wednesday  last 
the  accounts  for  last  year  were  audited  and  officers  for  the 
coming  year  were  elected,  the  only  changes  being  two  of 
the  committee.  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  on  the  same  evening, 
showed  a  pretty  brace  of  trout  taken  with  fly  on  the  club 
water  of  2|lb.  and  2Jlb.— E.  Wymkr. 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — Oar  dinner  will  take  place  on 
June  20.  An  outing  to  our  private  water  will  shortly 
take  place.    Fuller  particulars  next  week. — A.  Clayton. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — At  our  meeting 
on  June  6  twenty-three  members  were  prssent.  Mr.  Hicks 
took  the  chair.  Four  new  members  were  elected,  and 
three  more  nominated.  Will  all  members  who  require 
privilege  tickets  kindly  let  me  know  ? — J.  M.  Brougham. 

Islin^tm  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbnry-road. — A  few  members  of  the  above 
met  on  Tuesday  last,  but  no  business  was  done.  The 
brake  starts  from  the  club-house  at  nine  o'clock  sharp  on 
June  10,  and  prize  distribution  on  Tuesday,  12th.  Ladies 
cordially  invited.  Those  members  and  friends  who  have 
not  forwarded  their  prizes  will  they  kindly  do  so  ? — 
J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  —  As 
announced  last  week,  the  members  will  compete  for  three 
special  prizes  on  June  17.  competitors  being  allowed  to 
fish  either  at  Yalding  or  Waterfngbury.  There  are  also 
two  specialsto  be  fished  for  on  June  20,  competitors  being 
allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing.waters  (private  waters 
barred).— H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  our  last  report  we  have 
had  very  fair  attendances,  and  several  more  prizes  to  add 
to  our  list.  Also  made  one  new  working  member.  Will 
members  please  attend  next  week  to  make  final  arrange- 
ments for  our  first  match  at  the  Welsh  Harp  ? — G.  Bence. 

Limehouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel, 
E. — Our  first  meeting  at  the  new  headquarters  was  held 
on  June  1,  and  a  good  muster  of  members  attended.  It 
was  arranged  that  the  alternate  monthly  outing  should 
commence  July  8.  Will  members  please  note  that 
meetirgii  in  future  will  be  held  on  first  and  third 
Wednesdays  in  the  month  ?  The  prize  list  has  received' 
valuable  additions,  thanks  to  Messrs,  Schulz,  Easley,  and 
Bones.  Mr.  G.  Arnold  has  been  propose!  for  member- 
ship. Special  meeting  on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange 
fixtures  for  coming  season. — li.  J.  Wells, 

Iiincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan.  Win* 
ohester-street,  Pentonville,  N. — At  our  last  meeting  our 
first  outing  was  arranged  to  take  place  at  Amberley,  on 
June  17  ;  prizes  to  be  arranged  next  week.  R.  Chivers, 
T.  Richardson,  and  C.  Bird  were  elected  working 
members.  C.  Sturman  and  W.  Fann  were  proposed  for 
membership,  and  will  be  balloted  for  next  week. — W. 
Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square.— Our  members  have  found  it  one  of  the 
worst'  Bank  Holidays  ever  experienced  in  the  way  of  catch- 
ing trout,  A  gentleman  gave  half  a  dozen  rods  psrmission 
to  fish  a  strictly  preserved  length  of  the  river  Dee,  with 
the  result  that  only  two  small  trout  were  obtained.  Half 
a  score  members  fished  the  reservoir  at  Pen-y-Cae  ;  again 
two  small  trout,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  weather  was 
gloriously  fine.  The  Dee  was  low  and  clear,  and  fish  had 
apparently  taken  themselves  off  to  the  deeps,  out  of  the 
glaring  sunshine.  A  dozen  fished  the  Knowslejr  water, 
but  trout  were  not  to  be  had,  and  beyond  the  enjoyinent 
of  this  pratty  spot  the  anglers  were  unrewarded.  It  is  a 
long  time  since  so  thorough  a  failure  has  been  known 
amongst  our  members,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  be  a 
longer  time  before  it  again  happens.  Our  hon.  treasurer, 
Mr,  A.  H.  Hughes,  had  a  bit  of  real  good  sport  in  the 
watier  at  Pen-y-Ca6,in  one  hour  killing  four  good  fish,  and 
hooking  but  losing  three  others.  The  weights  were  Jib. 
and  Jib.— none  lees.  Some  of  these  days  a  record  creel 
will  be  obtained,  and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  this 
water  has  yielded  a  4|  b.  trout,  a  41b.  6oz.  ditto,  and  a 
3ilb.  ditto.— R.  Wool  FALL. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Greeu-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  June  13 
a  meeting  will  take  place,  when  all  members  wishing  to 
take  up  their  privilege  cards  will  kindly  attend  and  give  in 
their  names  and  addresses.  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  good 
attendance. — G.  Tavler. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel. 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich,  S.E.— At  a  meeting  held 
at  the  above  house  last  Tuesday,  we  enrolled  four  new 
members,  viz :  Mr.  E.  Harvey,  Mr.  M.  Yorke,  Mr.  T. 
Goodman,  and  Mr.  Boys ;  bringing  our  strength  up  to 
over  fifty.  As  last  meeting  was  quarter  night,  I  expected 
to  see  a  bigger  attendance.  Only  twenty  turned  up,  as 
against  twenty-five  the  week  before.  We  have  a  committee 
meeting  for  Thursday  next.  Don't  forget  the  competition 
for  the  ITth. — W.  l).  Nayler. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbicg- 
ton-street,  N.W. — There  will  be  three  prizes  at  the  brake 
outing  on  July  1.  Members  who  are  going  in  the  Clerken- 
well  competition  at  Amberley,  on  June  17,  must  please  let 
me  know  by  next  Wednesday.  We  have  made  two  work- 
ing members,  Messrs.  White  and  Norman. — R.  0. 

Rojal  George  Angling  Bociety,  Queen's  Arms. 
Bateman-stroct,  8olio-B(iaare. — On  June  (I  wo  were  well 
attended,  and  got  through  a  deal  of  business.  Will 
members  please  note  that  a  special  genera  1  meeting  is 
called  for  June  13,  as  business  of  a  most  important 
charnctor  is  to  bo  transacted  ?—(\.  (iiiinoNS. 

St.  Albans  Angling  Society,  Rising  Suu,  Prinoe'a- 
road,  Kenuington  Oro6s. — Our  annual  dinner  and  distribu- 
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on  of  prizes  took  placa  on  May  31,  which  proved  a  great 
sncoeas.  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouae  presided  over  the  dianer. 
The  chair  was  then  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Davis.  After  the 
various  toasts  were  given  and  responded  to  harmony  was 
the  order,  and  the  prizes  presented  to  successful  memberj. 
The  principal  winners  were  Messrs.  A.  Brent,  H.  Allan, 
T.  W.  Eosser,  T.  Goodaore,  A.  Every,  J.  L^ighton,  T. 
Beetlestone,  W.  Graveney.  Total  weight  of  fish  weighed 
into  the  club  last  season,  8501b.,  iocluding  twenty-one 
'  specimen  fish.  The  chairman's  appeal  for  the  prize  list 
for  the  coming  ssason  was  well  responded  to,  upwards  of 
£25  being  promised,  and  some  more  to  oome,  for  which  I 
wish  to  return  our  best  thanks.  We  made  two  new 
working  members  on  our  last  meeting  night,  and  several 
more  down  for  election.  Will  members  attend  in  force, 
and  give  me  their  names  for  the  A.B.S.  tickets  and 
privilege  tickets  as  early  as  possible  ? — J.  T.  Leighton. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling^  Society,  King  and 
Qoeen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-sqiiare,  W. — Our  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  on  May  15  was  the  usual 
success.  Mr.  G.  Campbell,  first ;  Mr.  W.  Roach,  second  ; 
Mr.  S.  King,  third.  After  the  supper  the  usual  toasts, 
songs,  &c.,  were  rendered  by  the  following  members  and 
friends:  Messrs.  Harvey,  PeEn3ll,  PhU  Samuels,  Pearson, 
and  others,  aco:mpamed  by  Mr.  Bert  Wood,  pianist.  A 
new_  prize  b'st  was  started,  which  was  well  responded  to, 
and  is  still  open.  Will  members  please  send  in  their  names 
for  A.B.S.  tickets,  as  aU  members  have  to  belong  to  the 
same  before  being  eligible  to  weigh-in  fish  ?  Thanking  all 
trather  anglers  and  frienJs  for  their  attendance. — W. 
Alois. 

Stockrrell  Angrlingf  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — At  our  last  meeting,  largely 
attended,  the  fallowing  new  members  were  elected : 
Messrs.  W.  Reed,  A.  Tickner,  and  C.  W.  Pinfold.  I 
should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  next  Tuesday  to  make 
arrangements  for  first  priz9  outing. — Tommy. 

Sundial  Aagrlin?  society.  Windsor  Castle,  King's- 
street.  Hammersmith — A  special  meeting  is  called  for 
June  12  to  receive  report  from  committee  rr  club  rules  and 
prize  list  for  nexi  season. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Waegoners  Anglingr  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Oar  usual  weekly  meeting  took  placa  on 
June  5.  Three  new  members  were  nominated,  Messrs. 
R.  F.  Fox,  A.  E.  Fox,  and  E.  Vince ;  ballot  next  week. 
I  hope  all  members  will  try  and  be  present  next  Tuesday, 
as  we  have  very  icoportant  butiaess  to  transact. — H.  C. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling'  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — I  wish  to  remind 
onr  members  that  it  is  the  quarterly  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day next,  June  13,  hoping  to  have  a  good  attendance.  I 
hope  they  will  not  forget  our  match  on  the  17th,  at 
Hatfield  Peverel ;  all  to  go  down  by  the  irain  that  leaves 
Stratford  at  12  9,  and  Forest  Gate  at  12. 21  on  the  Saturday 
night. — R.  LowTHER. 

West  Kensington  Park  Angling  Society, 
The  Red  Cow,  Hammersmith-road,  W. — On  May  26 
we  had  our  grand  opening  concert,  which  proved  a  success. 
Mr.  W.  Brown,  the  host,  occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr. 
Myers  in  the  vice.  Some  remarkably  good  harmony  was 
placed  before  the  visitors.  Amongst  the  ardstes  were  : 
Messrs.  Fiold,  Barker,  Nicholls,  Slack,  Whitmoor,  Smith, 
Philippe,  Tom  Basset,  Harvey,  Widow,  Lucas,  Talbot, 
Elkin,  Clark,  Brothers  Rose,  and  a  host  of  others. 
I  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  attended.  Mr.  Brown  also 
thanks  all  the  artistes  and  visitors,  and  is  seriously  thinking 
of  making  the  room  larger,  which  I  am  sure  will  be 
required  soon.  I  hope  members  will  turn  up  at  nine 
sharp  on  Tuesday  next  to  arrange  our  first  outing. — 
W.  A.  Long. 

Woking  Angling  Clnb.— Our  first  meeting  was 
held  on  Wednesday,  May  30,  at  the  Wheatsbcaf  Inn, 
Woking,  Mr.  R.  Heather  ia  the  chair.  Mr.  A.  G.  Clinton 
was  enthneiistically  elected  president.  Mr.  Barton  kindly 
offered  to  act  as  hoo.  sec.  pro  tem.  Oar  subscription  we 
fixed  at  the  low  sum  of  Ss.  per  annum.  Of  course,  the  chief 
aim  of  the  clnb  will  te  preservation,  and  we  are  endeavour- 
ing to  srcard  some  private  waters  round  and  about  Woking. 
Our  waters  are  now  lookiog  very  promising  for  a  thoroughly 
good  season. — Weyside  Wandeker. 


AN  EARLY  START. 

It  was  ten  o'clock,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Piper  were  closiag 
the  bonce  for  the  night  preparatory  to  going  to  bad. 

■'It  does  seem  to  me,"  Mrs.  Piper  was  saying  per- 
snaeively,  "  that  you  might  get  up  quietly  in  the  morning 
and  make  a  cup  of  coSee  for  yourself,  and  go  fishing  for 
once  without  a  hot  breakfast  if  yon  must  start  at  four 
o'clock." 

"  All  right,  all  right,  Mandy !  Just  leave  a  sandwich 
by  my  biit  box.  We've  got  a  quart  of  the  dandiest  angle 
worms  "  

"Angle  worms!"  fjicnlated  Mrs.  Piper.  "Anyone 
would  think  you  were  about  twelve  years  old,  and  your 
brother  David  isn't  one  whit  better.  If  either  of  you  hid 
to  dig  potatoes  a  half-day  joa  would  think  you  were 
killed." 

"  I  reckon  not,  Mandy ;  for  there  are  fine  worms  in  a 
good  field  of  potatoep." 

"The  squirmy  things  I  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you 
nave  a  ')  aart  in  that  can  ?  I  believe  you  could  be  arrested 
for  cruelty  to  animals." 

"There's  plenty  of  dirt  in  with  them.  Say,  Mandy, 
don't  you  want  me  to  go  fishing  ?  Because  if  yon  don't 
I'll  dump  the  bait  in  the  garden  and  telephone  David  not 
to  come  ronnd." 

"  Want  yon  to  go  1  "  gasped  Mrs.  Piper.  "  I  shall  die 
if  you  don't  go.  Besides,  David's  wife  said  to  me  yester- 
day that  it  seemed  to  her  she  must  have  some  bass,  for 
the^  had  had  them  only  nineteen  times  this  spring." 

'  Sounds  a  little  sarcastic,  don't  it  ?  Well,  David  has 
been  fishing  pretty  often,  that's  a  fact.   Can't  say  as  I 


blame  Lecta  for  not  seeing  him  off  mornings.  David 
never  fished  any  when  he  was  a  boy,  and  he's  trying  to 
make  up  for  lost  time.  It's  about  all  the  fun  I  get, 
Mandy.  Off  on  the  road  all  the  time.  Kind  of  spoils  it 
if  you  aren't  in  it.    Don't  you  see  ?" 

It'  Mrs.  Piper  did  see  she  did  not  say  so,  and  Mr.  Piper 
continued : 

"  Now,  to-morrow  morning  I  am  going  to  crawl  out  like 
a  mouse  about  four  o'clock.  I  don't  want  you  to  stir. 
When  you  wake  I  shall  be  gone,  and  half-way  up  the  liver 
with,  likq  enough,  a  string  oi  bass." 

Mrs.  Piper  smiled  as  she  prepared  a  sandivich  and  made 
some  coffee  ready.  "  You  will  only  have  to  pour  the  hot 
water  on  this,  and  let  it  boil  up,  and  you  will  remember  to 
turn  out  the  gasoline,  and  lock  the  back  door,  and  go  out 
the  front  way  ?" 

"Yes,  that's  all  right,  honey.  I  guess  I  have  been  a 
little  hard  on  you  lately.  Been  three  times  this  week. 
But  to-morrow  we  have  it  all  planned  to  stop  at  Pettibone's 
pisture  for  grasshoppars,  and  we  have  to  get  an  early 
start,"  said  Mr.  Piper,  as  he  wound  the  alarm  clock,  "  I 
am  goin^  to  set  it  at  3.30." 

"  That  will  wake  me  all  right,"  said  Mrs.  Piper, 
pleasmtly. 

"That's  so,"  confessed  Mr.  Piper;  but  he  knew  he 
could  never  wake  up  without  t.  "  Do  you  think  it  would 
if  I  put  it  on  the  floor  by  my  side  of  the  bed,  and  put  my 
coat  over  it  ?  I  shall  wake  at  the  slightest  noise.  You 
£63,  those  grasshoppers  in  Pettibone's  ." 

"Do  you  mean,  John,  that  you  and  David  are  going  to 
Pettibone's  pisture  and  catch  the  grasshoppers  your- 
selves ?  " 

"  Grasshoppers,  my  dear,  are  out  bright  and  early,  and 
it's  the  early  bird  that  ." 

"  I  wish  some  early  bird  with  a  camera  would  catch  you 
two  rheumatic  old  fellows  out  in  the  fields  at  daylight 
swooping  round  the  grass  like  a  couple  of  children.  You 
would  make  a  good  picture  for  a  comic  weekly." 

"  What  do  you  want  to  poke  fun  at  me  all  the  time  for  ? 
If  you  wanted  to  go  I  shouldn't  say  anything." 

"  If  Heaven  spares  me  my  senses  you  will  never  have  a 
chance,"  were  Mrs.  Piper's  last  words,  as  she  smiled 
herself  to  sleep. 

Promptly  at  3.30  the  mnffied  whii'r  that  was  to  break 
Mr.  Piper's  slumbers  broke  also  upon  Mrs.  Piper's 
dreams,  but  she  maintained  a  resolute  calm  in  order  to 
watch  his  heroic  departure. 

Mr.  Piper's  exit  from  the  bed  was  certainly  a  master- 
piece that  any  well-regulated  family  of  rodents  might  be 
proud  to  call  their  own,  but  his  subsequent  career 
reminded  the  sleeping  Mrs.  Piper  of  the  conduct  of  a 
certain  fox  terrier,  which  seemed  to  never  allow  anything 
to  escape  its  notice.  Mr.  Piper  missed  nothing.  The 
bureau  drawers  and  the  closet  doors  bore  testimony  to 
his  scrutiny.  His  clothing  was  all  in  its  proper  place, 
but  he  stirred  up  everything  thoroughly  before  he  found 
things.  Once  Mrs.  Piper  gave  a  little  scream — it  was 
when  he  opened  her  box  of  ribbons— but  the  scream 
blended  into  a  yawn  as  she  discovered  that  Mr.  Piper  was 
at  last  fully  dressed. 

Then  the  telephone  bell  rang  : 

"  Hello  !  "  called  Mr.  Piper.  _ 

"Yes,  up  and  dressed.  Going  to  get  my  own  break- 
fast.   Had  yours  ?  " 

"  No  ;  but  I  thought  she'd  better  sleep  this  morning." 

"Yes.  Say,  David,  what  did  we  do  with  those  grass- 
hopper nets  we  made  two  years  ago  ?  " 

"  Well,  I'll  look  round  a  little  ;  guess  I'll  find  'em  all 
rijht." 

"  Yes,  a  quart.    Hustle  now,  Dave,  and  get  here  inside 
of  a  half  hour, 
"  Yes  ;  good-bye." 

Mr.  Piper  bad  evidently  started  the  gasoline  and  left 
the  coffee  to  taks  care  of  itself,  for  the  aroma  of  it  reached 
Mrs.  Piper  about  the  time  the  fox  terrier  came  leaping  on 
the  bed  to  discover  the  cause  of  the  condition  of  affairs 
generally.  He  left  her  as  Mr.  Piper  returned  to  the 
kitchen  from  the  barn,  for  he  knew  where  there  was 
coffee  there  was  always  something  to  eat.  The  terrif  r  and 
Mr.  Piper  kept  up  an  animated  understanding  until  both 
had  finished  their  breakfast.  Then  Mr.  Piper  tip  toed 
himself  into  the  bedroom. 

"  Mandy  !  "  he  said,  gently  and  apologetically, "  can  you 
tell  me  where  to  find  those  cheese  capping  nets  ?  " 

"  Yea,  dear  ;  in  the  loft  over  the  chicken  coop." 

"  Having  good  sleep  ?    Sorry  I  had  to  disturb  you." 

Evidently  the  net  was  found,  and  a  search  for  a  certain 
pair  of  fingerless  gloves  was  instituted. 

"John,"  says  a  sleepy  voice  from  the  bed,  "look  in 
the  left-hand  corner  of  the  upper  drawer  of  your 
chiffonier." 

"  How  did  she  ever  know  what  I  wanted?"  pondered 
Mr.  Piper. 

Ten  trips  to  the  barn,  two  up  stairs  and  three  times  to 
the  telephone,  and  Mr.  Piper  was  ready  to  start.  He 
comes  to  the  bedside  and  kisses  Mrs.  Pi.er. 

"  Good-bye,  dear.    Don't  get  up  until  you  are  ready." 

But  Mrs.  Piper  does  get  up  as  soon  as  the  front  door  is 
closed.  She  calls  after  him  because  he  has  forgotten  his 
sandwich  and  minnie  bucie';.  He  had  not  forgotten  the 
box  of  bait.  David  waves  his  hat,  and  Mr.  Piper  drives 
over  the  curbing,  giving  the  wagon  a  jostle  and  thump ; 
but  what  do  they  care  ? — two  old  bojs  going  fijhing. 

The  gasoline  burned  and  the  back  door  was  unlocked. 
The  fox  terrier  was  peering  into  the  open  refrigerator 
quite  undecided  whether  or  not  to  make  a  dive. 

Gone  all  day.  What  did  they  get  ?  Three  small  bass 
and  an  eel.— F.  L.  W.  in  Foreat  and  Stream. 


School  Books,  DiOTiON.iBiE8,  Ac,  inelnding  Mr.  Jackson's 
Upright  'Writing  C*py  Books,  In  £nglish  and  other  Languages, 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Don 
■tan's  Hoase,  F«tter-lane,  London,  Cm  be  had  on  applicatioa. 


CAPTAIN  ORMROD'S  PAPER. 
Wk  regret  that  there  were  some  errors  in  the 
report  of  Captain  Ormrod's  paper  which 
appeared  in  our  columns.  The  matter  will  be 
referred  to  next  week,  as  we  received  the  correc- 
tions too  late  for  this  week. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  FLY-CASTING  CLUB. 
Medal  contest,  sarioB  of  1000,  contest  No.  7,  held  at 
Stow  Lake,  May  12.     Wind  west;  weather,  perfect. 
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west ;  weather,  perfect. 


W.  E.  Brooks... 

89.  (i 

S.j 

79 

fil.8 

70.4 

74 

T.  Brotherton... 

110 

8« 

84.8 

73.4 

79 

68 

lOO.G 

92.8 

92 

74.2 

83.1 

H.  C.  Golcher... 

11--. 

92.8 

92 

7C.8 

84.4 

F.  M  Haight... 

72 

91.8 

85 

C8.4 

76.8 

C.  Huyck  

91 

8(i 

94 

67.6 

80.9 

A.  E.  Lovett  ... 

l-2'J 

94.4 

87.4 

78.4 

82.10 

92 

W.D.Manslleld 

9.-i.8 

94 

80  10 

87.  .3 

87.3 

n.  F.  Miller  ... 

100 

94.4 

86.4 

78  4 

82.4 

60 

C.  C.  Stratton.. 

73 

8.'>  8 

8G 

67.6 

76.9 

78.3 

C.  G.  Young  ... 

94 

95.4 

S-',A 

7-5  10 

84.7 

72.4 

Judges,  Everett,  Young,  and  Haight ;  referee,  Mansfield  j 
clerk,  Hujck. 


TARPON   FISHING  AT   ARANAS  PASS. 

The  tarpon  reel  is  a  medium-sized  one,  fastened  to  a 
long  slim  pole,  that  does  not  seem  heavy  enough  to  hold  a 
large  fish.  The  line  is  a  one-sixteenth  inch  cord,  300  yards 
in  length.  The  whole  looks  very  insufficient  till  you 
attach  the  hock.  This  is  a  whopper,  for  the  fish  ia  not 
supposed  to  take  it  into  its  mouth,  but  is  hooked  anywhere 
about  the  gills. 

We  anchored  in  a  sort  of  riffls,  and  then  our  man  had 
us  put  on  our  hooks  a  live  mullet,  which  we  carried  in  a 
bait  bucket  in  our  boat.  We  cist  our  lines  about  40ft. , 
and  then  commenced  a  long  period  of  waiting.  We  waited 
— waited — waited.  The  morning  passed,  and  after  dinner 
we  wete  back  at  our  posts,  patiently  waiting  sgain.  All 
about  us  was  the  vast  deep,  the  greenish  blue  waves  wash- 
ing th3  boat  with  a  musical  swish.  Every  now  and  again 
a  school  of  porpoises  would  roll  majestxilly  past  ua,  first 
with  heads  up  and  then  with  fan-like  tails  beating  the 
water  into  foam.  All  about  were  small  boats,  filled  with 
the  islanders,  armed  with  shot  guns,  picking  off,  with 
unerring  aim,  the  white  seagulls  that  cama  in  from  the 
gulf,  or,  if  fortunate  enough  to  hit  it,  the  queenly  pelican 
that  swooped  down  into  the  clear  water  after  the  unwary 
mullet.  When  the  sun  set  on  this  beautiful  scjne,  tired 
and  empty-handed,  with  not  even  a  strike  to  cheer  us,  we 
were  forced  to  give  up  the  struggle. 

When  another  day  dawned  it  was  with  less  confidence 
that  we  went  out  in  our  trusty  boat,  and,  anchoring  near 
the  self -same  point,  prepared  to  tempt  the  shining  tarpon 
with  the  squirming  mullet.  It  was  St.  Patrick's  Day  in 
the  morning.  The  friendly  sun,  shining  down  on  the  vast 
expanse  of  water,  threw  over  it  a  silver  sheen.  As  we  sat, 
silently  watching  oar  lines,  a  lot  of  small  fish,  jamping  up 
out  of  the  water  and  sparkling  in  the  iijht,  came  towards 
us  in  drcvis.  Our  usua'ly  impassive  boy  raised  himself 
with  a  shout:  "Tarpon!  tarpon!"  said  he,  pointing  to 
the  shoals  of  fish ;  "  they  always  come  before.  Look  out !  " 
As  he  spoke  my  companioa's  line  pulled  taut,  and  before 
he  could  move,  a  huge,  silvery  body  sprang  up  in  the  air. 
Once  again  it  was  seen,  and  then,  as  Mr.  G.  reeled  in  his 
line  for  all  ha  was  worth,  it  fell  slack,  and  we  knew  he  had 
had  a  strike,  bnt  not  a  cxtch. 

There  was  a  long  silence,  when  again  Mr.  G.'s  line 
slackened,  and  as  the  boatman  shouted  out  instructions, 
and  he  reeled  in  his  line  rapidly,  the  shiny  beauty  flew  up 
in  the  air,  shaking  his  haad  and  wriggling  his  qaivering 
body.  A  second  time,  and  then  a  third  he  sprang  up. 
Away  he  flew  after  each  sncoestive  jump,  swimming  like 
mad,  pulling  the  boat  after  him  in  a  vain  endeavour  to 
free  himself.  Now  he  doubles  on  us,  and  we  have  to  reel 
up  so  fast  that  we  scarcely  take  time  to  breathe.  Up,  up 
he  flies  in  the  air — full  10ft. — and  splashing  the  water  all 
about  us.  Ah  !  he  is  not  ours  yet.  For  again  he  is  off  like 
a  flash  of  light  through  the  limpid  waters,  our  boatman 
bending  to  the  oars  with  might  and  miin,  and  fallowing 
bravely. 

Mile  after  mile  he  palls  on  us.  My  companion's  hinds 
are  blesdiog  from  cuts  on  the  reel,  but  ha  is  all  unconscious 
of  that,  so  absorbed  is  he  in  the  maddening  chase.  Ah  ! 
he  is  growing  tired.  Slowly  we  reel  up.  Can  we  land 
him  yet  ?  Another  rush,  and  away  we  go  down  the  pass 
like  the  wind  ;  bi.t  the  gillant  tarpon  is  conquered,  and  we 
pull  in  quietly  towards  the  distant  shore.  Now  we  are 
nearly  thi  ra.  The  gleam  of  the  silver  on  his  broid  back 
shines  dazzlirgly  as  we  pull  the  exhausted  fish  close  to  the 
boat.  What  a  beauty  he  is  '  A  long  pull,  a  strong  pull, 
and  we  are  in  shallow  water,  when  my  compani.->n  springs 
lightly  out  of  the  boat,  and,  with  a  jiyhook,  jerks  the 
monster  on  shore,  and  the  two  hours'  struggle  is  ended. 

The  big  beauty  is  6ft.  long,  and  tips  the  beam  at  jast 
1191b. 

NeI/LIK  D.  S,  Gbahasi  in  "  Outing  "  (United  States). 
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^offings      t^)c  ^ag. 


The  n€xt  meeting  of  the  B.S.A.S.  will  be  Wedneeday, 
June  13,  at  the  Restaurant  Fiascati,  Oxford-street. 
 >  »» ♦ <  

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion will  te  held  cn  Mcuday  evening  next,  at  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. 


Dr.  Ladell  will  read  a  paper  before  the  members  and 
friends  cf  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  on  Tuesday 
evening,  June  19.  On  the  30th  a  casting  tournament  will 
take  place  at  Kelvedon. 


Dowx  on  the  Potomac  River,  at  Wide  Water,  Va., 
thirty  miles  from  Washington  _  and  six  miles  from 
Fredeiicksburg,  is  the  largest  seine  fishery  in  America, 
EajB  the  Commc  'cia  Advertiser,  It  is  owned  and 
managed  by  a  woman,  Mrs.  Anne  E.  Waller,  widow  of  the 
late  Colonel  Withers  Waller,  cf  Wide  Water,  and  her 
eight  danghters.  Mrs.  Waller  snpeTiotEnds  the  fishing, 
while  her  daughters  attend  to  the  correspondence,  ship- 
ping, packing,  &c.  The  Potomac  River  is  famous  for  its 
tine  fish.  Mrs.  Waller's  fifty  fishermen  draw  the  seine  in 
five  miles  of  the  broad  river,  and  often  get  from  35,000  to 
50,000  fish  at  a  haul. 


Sometimes  it  is  shad  that  are  caught,  and  again  it  is 
what  are  called  herring,  great  shoals  of  the  latter  being 
gathered  in  by  the  5  awning  nets.  All  the  work  necessary 
to  the  shipping  of  the  fsh  to  market  is  performed  at  Mrs. 
Waller's  place,  under  the  active  supervision  of  herself  and 
danghters.  The  Waller  fish  go  to  Washington  and  other 
points,  and  the  Waller  vessels  and  the  Wallers  are  known 
to  every  fish  Market  of  the  East.  In  the  old  days  Mrs. 
Waller  watched  her  husband  as  he  superintended  the 
work,  and  so  careful  was  that  -watchirig  that  now  the 
fisheries  are  in  more  profitable  condition  than  they  ever 
were  before. 

English  as  she  is  spoke  on  the  Continent  is  usually 
enfliciently  amusing,  but  the  following  sample,  translated 
literally  from  a  Paris  paper,  is  unique :  Monsieur 

Z  is  in  prison  near  London,  in  the  city  of  Holloway, 

famous  for  its  pills."  The  same  paper  declares  that  the 
favourite  wife  of  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  was  once  a  poor 
girl  of  great  beauty  and  intelligence,  employed  by  a 
Parisian  dressmaker.  She  was  sent  to  Constantinople  in 
charge  of  some  dresses  ordered  by  the  Sultan's  sister, 
and  nothing  more  of  her  was  heard  for  many  years,  until 
some  relation,  dying,  left  her  a  large  legacy.  Notices 
were  duly  published  at  king  for  her  whereabouts,  and 
soon  after  the  French  Embassy  in  Pera  was  honoured 
by  a  visit  from  the  Sultana  in  person,  who  turned  out 
to  be  the  missing  Mademoiselle  Flora  Collin,  coming  to 
renounce  her  legacy  in  favour  of  some  of  her  kindred,  who 
were  very  poor. 

 >  »»»  <  

The  Royal  Aquarium  holiday  programme  has  been  on 
the  ususl  liberal  scale,  and  has  been  eminently  sncoessfal. 
It  is  to  te  repeated  with  slight  variation  daily  next  week. 
For  all-iouod  variety  it  i»  impossible  to  be  beaten,  and 
among  the  gigantic  list  of  artistea  there  is  to  be  found 
something  to  please  every  taste.  A  very  popular  display, 
too,  is  "  The  Army  and  Navy  Exhibition,"  wbich  will  con- 
tinue daily  until  July  7,  and  for  which  no  extra  charge  is 
made. 


On  .Tune  4  therel  was  sold  at  Bangs'  auction  rooms, 
91  and  93  Fifth  Avenue,  a  collection  of  books,  including 
the  library  of  the  late  Mr.  Fred  Mather,  of  the  U.S.  Fish 
Commission.  To  persons  interested  in  angling,  fisheries 
and  fishcttltnre,  this  sale  presented  unusual  attraction, 
and  no  doubt  there  were  opportunities  to  complete  sets  of 
works  which  have  long  been  out  of  print.  Besides  this, 
Mr.  Mather's  library  contained  many  worts  relating  to 
the  war  cf  the  rebellion  of  1861-65,  together  with  other 
Americana,  such  as  tracts,  local  histories,  old  almanacs, 
and  so  forth.  There  were  be  sides  pieces  of  rare  sheet 
music.  'Phe  list  contained  aleo  many  presentation  copies 
and  works  of  modern  authors  on  a  variety  of  subjects. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Anstibs,  specialist  in  preserving  and 
monnt'nj  freth-water  fish,  &c.,  he s  sent  a  catalogue  of 
fishing  rods,  reels,  lines,  flies,  artificial  baits,  &c.  His 
address  is  23,  Fiist-street,  Walton-street,  Chelsea,  8.W. 
Any  angler  wishing  to  receive  a  copy  of  this  well-got-up 
catalogue  may  receive  eame  on  receipt  of  post-card. 


TiiK.  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  sent  a  lovely  wreath 
of  white  blossoms  to  Sir  George  Grove's  funeral,  withacard 
attached  bearing  the  words,  "  As  a  token  of  respect  and 
regard."  This  card  was  stolon  from  the  grave  before  the 
relatives  had  left  the  cemetery  by  some  unscrupulous 
collector  of  autograpls,  presumably,  who  cannot  even 
respect  the  sanciity  of  the  tomb 
>  >  »  *  < 

"Mahtfh,"  of  sea  tackle  celebrity,  writes:  "I  was 
attracted  la«t  week  by  a  display  of  flatfiish  on  a  slab  in  a 
fhop  in  the  Green-lanes,  N.,  ticketed  as  "  2d.  per  pound," 
It  was  tnice  a  penny,  but  I  went  in  for  lib.,  and  when 
the  sc-kle  fell  I  aiiked  the  shopman  to  count  the  number  of 
the  ecdly  ones.  There  was  ezictly  one  do/.eu,  which  is, 
reduced  to  decimals — r3oz.  per  fish  1  " 


"'TfiK  May  Fly  is  up!'  London  telegraph  clerks." 
■ays  the  Daih/  ExjrreHH,  "  who  are  not  devotees  of  the 
fly  rod,  most  have  been  marvelliog  greatly  at  the  constaDt 


repetition  of  this  cryptic  message  over  the  wires  this  last 
day  or  two.  It  has  come,  for  the  most  part,  from  village 
post-cfiices  in  out-of-the-way  corners  of  Southern  England, 
but  the  buff  envelopes  have  gone  to  wherever  the  din  and 
turmoil  of  commerce  are  at  their  worst.  '  The  May  Fly  is 
up  ! '  Telephone  bells  tinkle  impatiently,  and  business 
wbich,  five  minutes  before,  would  have  suggested  hours  of 
pondering,  is  now  dashed  off  in  a  few  words,  or  postponed 
indefinitely.  Head  clerks  leave  the  sanctum  bowed  down 
with  unheard-of  responsibilities  suddenly  thrust  upon 
them,  social  engagements  are  cut  without  a  qualm,  and 
cabs  go  rattling  off  to  the  railway  terminus  bearing  tweed- 
clad  men  whose  faces  beam  as  any  schoolboy's  going  home 
for  the  holidays.  The  carnival  of  the  trout  fisher  has 
commenced." 

 >»»■»<  

On  "  Pretoria  Day  "  the  City  and  suburbs  were  "  alive  " 
with  flags,  mottoes,  and  bunting.  Of  course,_  "  Bobs" 
came  in  for  a  little  bit  of  praise,  but  one  patriotic  shop- 
keeper, who  was  doing  a  roaring  trade  in  stewed  eels  and 
eel  pies,  could  not  forget  Badec-Powell.  This  was  how  it 
appeared  on  a  large  board — about  20ft.  by  8ft. ; 

NOTED 

EEL  PTES ! 


WELL  DOl^E 

B.  P. 

Verily  those  who  run  may  read.  The  next  drive  I  have  to 
New  Cross  I  shall  ask  this  enterprising  "  fisherman"  to 
finish  up  with  :  The  beautiful  tint — the  pale  brown  crust 
of  our  pies — could  never  have  been  successfully  accom- 
plished without  the  aid  of  a 

KITCHEKEE. 


The  Sea's  Exchange. 
DovPN  in  the  deeps  of  the  wintry  sea. 

Par  from  the  tossing  waves  ; 
Where  the  clinging  weed  is  the  only  meed, 

O'er  the  sailors'  silent  graves. 
Down  in  the  deeps  an  old  crab  squats, 

Watching  with  evil  eye. 
The  trawl  with  its  freight  of  the  living  dead. 

As  it  passes  slowly  by. 
Above  in  the  storm-tossed  ocean  trough, 

In  the  mitt  of  the  blinding  rain, 
'Fore  the  scourging  blast  the  creaking  mast 

Groans  loud  as  a  soul  in  pain. 
The  craft  heels  o'er,  and  the  sea's  long  arms. 

Like  tentacles  seeking  prey, 
Suck  a  man  from  the  shell  in  the  seething  hell, 

The  toll  of  the  sea  to  pay. 
He  saw  Death's  hand  so  oft  before, 

Its  terrors  he  laughed  to  scorn  ; 
But  oh  !  for  the  widow's  anguished  moan 

At  the  break  of  the  coming  dawn. 
Yet  the  nets  are  heavy  with  scily  spoil, 

The  harvest  exchanged  for  life. 
And  his  mates  must  earn  for  his  widow'd  need 

What  he  would  have  earned  for  wife. 
Down  in  the  deeps  'neath  the  turmoil  wild 

The  trawl  sweeps  slowly  pist, 
Up  from  the  quiet  and  ghostly  calm 

To  the  force  of  the  wintry  blast, 
And  down  in  its  place  come  the  form  and  fdce 

Of  one  who  but  lately  laughed 
As  he  judged  the  weight  of  the  scaly  freight 

In  the  hold  of  his  tiny  craft. 
Whilst  the  old  grey  crab  from  his  sandy  bed 

Crawled  over  the  smacksman's  breast. 
"  More  room  for  those  who  are  left,"  he  said, 
"  May  the  sea  gods  help  the  rest." 
Down  in  the  deeps  the  old  crab  watched, 

With  active  and  evil  eye, 
As  the  trawl  made  way  for  the  lifeless  clay 

And  drifted  slowly  by.  — Kryptos. 


On  Saturday  next,  June  16,  anglers  for  coarse  fish  may 
once  more  handle  their  rods  and  test  their  lines  and  hooks. 
Of  course  they  will  not  need  reminding  that  their  "  kits  " 
should  be  overhauled,  and  orders  placed  as  early  as 
poEsible  with  their  tackle  dealers.  Also  they  should  note 
the  alterations  in  time  tables  for  June,  or  they  may  find 
their  favourite  train  has  been  cut  off  the  list. 

 >  »  »  »  < 

In  the  sicred  cause  of  charity  fishermen  and  all  con- 
nected with  matters  piscatorial  are  ever  to  the  front. 
Hundreds  of  instances  might  be  given  of  those  amongst  us 
who  have_  sacritioed  time,  money,  and  energy  to  keep 
soldiers  widons  and  orphans,  and  who  have  not  forgotten 
other  claimants.  Mr.  Ogden  Smith,  of  Clapham  Junction, 
must  be  selected  for  sprcial  mention.  For  the  great 
patriotic  carnival  at  liattersea  he  made  a  gigantic  "  sprat 
to  ciitch  a  donation."  The  fish,  28Ft.  long,  with  a  lovely 
mermaid  sitting  on  its  tail,  was  a  feature  of  the  show. 
It  made  its  reappearance  at  lUlham  on  Wednesday 
for  the  benefit  ol'  the  Koliugbroke  Hospital,  and  took  a 
well-deserved  prize.  Mr.  Ogden  Smith,  a  bevy  of  pretty 
fishwives,  with  creels,  and  u  few  friends,  in  appropriate 
costumes,  with  landiog-nots,  netted  about  £20  from  a 
generous  public,  who  cheered  the  fish  all  along  the  route. 
There  was  nothing  "  eoaley  "  about  the  response  to  Mr. 
Ogdon  Smitli'ti  appeal.  So  popular  has  his  fish  proved 
that  it  will  bo  served  up  again  at  a  pitriotic  parade  in 
Kent.  The  mermaid  will  be  justified  in  suppl>in|^  some 
f  auce  if  the  men  of  Kent  are  not  liberal — but  no  tear  of 
that. 


The  Royal  Naval  and  Military  Bazaar,  which  is  to  be 
held  at  Oljmpia  on  the  19th,  20th,  and  21st  of  this  month 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  brilliant  affairs  of  the 
season.  The  proceeds  are  for  the  object  of  helping 
forward  the  work  at  Princess  Christian's  homes  for 
disabled  soldiers  and  sailors.  Her  Royal  Highness 
will  be  president  of  the  King's  Royal  Rifles'  stall, 
Lady  Buller  being  vice-president.  Amongst  others 
who  have  promised  to  tend  the  stalls  are  Princess 
Edward  of  Saxe-Weimar,  the  Dnchess  of  Northum- 
berland, the  Dnchess  of  Abercorn,  the  Duchess  of 
Somerset,  the  Djuchess  of  Beaufort,  the  Dnchess  of 
Buckingham  and  Chandos.  the  Dnchess  of  Marlborough, 
Lady  Lonsdale,  and  Lady  Warwick.  The  Alhambra  and 
Empire  companies  are  to  provide  variety  ennteitainments, 
and  the  right  of  salmon  fishing  in  one  of  the  bsst  Norwegian 
rivers  will  be  sold  by  auction  at  the  stal  of  the  23rd  Royal 
Welsh  Fusiliers  shortly  after  the  official  opening. 


John  Hone,  in  his  Thames  (Walton)  report,  says  that 
he  never  saw  so  many  fish  in  the  river,  and  predicts  a 
prosperous  season.  Be  says  that  when  the  fish  work  up 
the  backwaters  or  ditches  they  are  in  danger  of  being 
taken  out ;  and,  in  order  to  obviate  this,  he  has  taken 
certain  precautions  to  prevent  it. 

 >  •  »  «  <  . 

Mr.  Woodrdff,  secretary  Anglers'  Association, 
writes  :  "  I  was  on  the  Kennett  on  Tuesday.  There  was  a 
very  big  rise  of  May  Fly.  I  caught  twelve  trout 
altogether,  eight  from  8in.  to  lOin.  long,  two  12Jin.  (these 
were  returned,  of  course),  one  2lb.  12oz.,_one  21b.  Ooz., 
and,  of  course,  lost  heavier  fish,  owing_  to  piles  and  heavy 
banks  of  weed — those  tough  weeds  with  sort  of  daisies  cn 
top.  I  should  think  that  the  !May  Fly  rise  would  be  at  its 
height  by  Saturday  next." 


"Up  to  the  present,"  says  the  Leedi  Mercury,  "the 
salmon  caught  in  Filey  Bay  have  only  been  small  in  size 
and  few  in  number.  On  May  1  the  licences  to  fish  for 
salmon  are  taken  out,  and  as  they  cost  £5,  in  addition  to 
expensive  fishing  gear,  it  is  no  wonder  the  number  is  re- 
stricted, and  only  four  fishermen  are  venturing  this  season. 
Adam  Smith's  law  about  trades  adjusting  themselves  to 
the  point  whence  a  reasonable  profit  can  be  made  is  well 
seen  in  this  cise.  Twenty  years  ago  the  salmon  fishing  in 
the  bay  was  monopolised  by  one  boat.  So  jealous  were 
the  men  of  letting  their  '  takes '  be  known  that  the  fish 
was  always  carried  up  to  the  railway  station  at  night. 
However,  it  was  whispered  there  was  a  '  pot  of  money  '  in 
the  business,  and  a  number  of  others  sought  to  try  their 
luck.  The  bay,  thus  mercilessly  fished,  frightened  the 
salmon  away,  and  one  or  two  years  were  nearly  blank. 
Then  the  new-comers  gave  up,  and  it  is  hoped  have  left 
the  water  to  just  as  many  boats  as  can  make  a  good  living 
out  of  the  business.  If  four  are  too  many,  next  year  will 
witness  a  further  reduction  of  licences." 


Fifteen  and  a  half  braoa  of  fine  trout,  three  of  which 
weighed  71b. ,  were  landed  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Smith,  of  Hendon, 
in  a  few  hours'  fishing  in  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Kennett 
on  June  3. 


It  appears  that  up  to  the  present  Croydon  is  without  an 
angling  club.  To  remedy  this  state  of  affairs  notices  have 
issued  in  the  Croydon  Advertiser  asking  for  the  names  of 
those  who  would  care  to  become  members.  A  meeting  is 
callei  for  Monday  evening  next,  June  11,  ateight  o'clock, 
at  the  Greyhound  Hotel,  when  all  interested  in  the  move- 
ment are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

 >»♦♦  <  

The  charming  corner  of  East  Acglia,  Barton  Mills, 
Mildenhall,  Icklingbam,  was  well  patronised  by  visitors  on 
Whit  Monday.  The  banks  of  the  pretty  stream,  the  Lark, 
was  quite  alive  with  both  ladies  and  gentlemen  all  day. 
The  Bull  Hotel  (Host  and  Hostess  Howes)  was  indeed 
merry,  and  the  National  Anthem  was  heard  until  a  very 
late  hour.  Need  I  eay  the  hospitable  Lord  Mayor's  cottage 
and  grounds  were  occupied  by  visitors  from  far  and  near, 
all  anxious  to  have  a  look  through  the  curious  and  interest- 
ing old  house,  and  its  beautiful  gardens  and  grounds,  and 
above  all  to  have  jast  a  chat  with  that  genial  naturalist 
angler,  Mr.  William  Howlett.  The  same  hearty  welcome 
was  afforded  to  all.  "William"  makes  no  difference. 
So  far  as  trout  fishing  went,  as  so  many  were  enjoying  a 
walk  along  the  banks,  and  inhaling  the  delightful  perfume 
of  the  wild  flowers  and  the  fir  trees  that  surrounded  them 
on  all  sides,  no  wonder  the  number  of  captured  trout  wai 
small.  Several  nice  fish,  however,  were  seen,  and  no 
doubt  will  be  captured  in  quieter  times.  The  whole 
district  is  looking  very  beautiful  now,  and  readers  may 
depend  upon  it  if  they  pay  one  vbit  once  to  the  Lark 
stream  at  Barton  Mills  they  will  be  anxious  to  repeat  it, 

 >  »  >  ♦  <  

Mr.  Eudyard  Kitlino  has  written  for  the  Daily 
K.I  press  a  series  of  stoiies  based  upon  his  expsrienoea 
during  his  recent  visit  to  the  scene  of  operations  u  South 
Africa.  These  stories  will  present  under  the  guise  of 
fiction  phases  of  both  the  administration  and  the  actual 
conduct  of  the  war,  which  Mr.  Kipling  felt  he  could  not 
embody  in  letters  which  he  sent  home.  Mr.  Kiplfng'i 
most  successful  stories  in  the  past  have  undoubtedly  been 
those  which  dealt  with  army  life  ;  his  intimate  knowledge 
of  military  matters  and  military  men,  and  his  sympathetic 
insight  into  the  joja  and  liurdships  of  "  Tommy"  on  service, 
cannot  fail  to  give  a  realistic  touch  which  will  render  the 
stories  of  the  highest  interest  and  value.  The  six  storiet 
will  appear  exclusively  and  quite  shortly  in  the  columns  ol 
the  Dady  Kxpresf,  DbaciNET. 
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SEA  FISHING  FROM  PIERS. 
In  answer  to  several  icqairies  as  to  fishing  from  pieri 
being  allowed  on  Sandaye,  the  following  farther  informa- 
tion has  been  obtained  : 

Aldehiirgh — "We  have  no  jetties,  only  a  wharf.  Sun- 
day fishing  must  hi  from  boats." — The  Harbour 
Master. 

Bangor. — "  Fishing  is  not  il'owpd  from  the  pier  on 
Sundays;  but  by  tak'ng  a  small  boat  angling  maybe 
indulged  in  to  your  heart's  content.  Fish  are  much 
more  plentiful  out  there  than  about  the  pier." — Wm. 
Owes,  Pier  Master. 

Barmouth. — "All  sea  fishing  is  free,  according  to  the 
Sea  Fisheries  Board  regulitions,  but  no  fishing  is 
allowed  on  Sunday,  nor  bjating." — John  Lewis, 
Harbour  Master. 

B^rti-ick-oii -Tweed  — "  There  is  no  angling  or  fishing  of 
any  kind  sanctioned  on  Sucdiy  within  the  limits  of 
the  Berwick  Harbour.'— Robert  A,  Darling, 
Harbour  Master. 

Blaclpool. — "  We  beg  to  inform  you  that  no  fishing  is 
permitted  from  this  company's  pier  on  Sundays. 
There  is  no  harbour  here,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  fishing  from  boats."  —  Jas.  Walker, 
Secretary  Blackpool  Pier  Compiny. 

Bl yth. — "  Fishing  is  not  allowed  at  all  on  our  piers.  Men 
frequently  fish  about  the  quajs  and  in  the  harbour, 
but  thfrj  is  practically  uo  fishing  on  the  Sunday, 
although  we  have  no  r  >gulations  to  stop  the  same, 
excepting  on  the  piers." — T.  C.  Nicholson,  Harbour 
Master. 

Bognor.—Fishiag  in  allowed  on  Sundays  as  on  other  days, 

viz  ,  free." — J.  Sogers,  Pier  Master. 
Bournemouth. — "  Fishing  from  the  pier  is  not  allowed  on 

Sundays." — J.  Drcitt,  jun.,  Solicitor,  Town  Clerk. 
B:ii.ham. — "We  have  no  bye-law  that,  would  prohibit 

fishing  on  Sundays." — J.  W.  Wheaton,  Harbour 

Master. 

Broadstairs. — "  Fishing  is  not  allowed  from  the  pier  on 
Sundays." — S.  Holboubn,  Harbour  Master. 

Clacton-on-Sea. — "  We  do  not  objjct  to  fishing  on  the  pier 
on  Sundays,  providiag  anglers  do  not  litter  up  the  pier 
with  weed,  &o." — S.  J.  R.  Legerton,  Pier  Master. 

C'onu'ai/.—"  Fishing  on  Sundays  is  not  allowed  on  quays 
or  piers  in  Conway." — Evan  Evans. 

Coues  (Isle  of  WigJit). — "  Angling  is  not  permitted  from 
this  pier." — L.  T.  Wilkins,  Traflic  Manager. 

Cromer. — "  There  is  now  no  jetty  at  Cromer,  the  old  one 
having  teen  washed  away.  A  pier  is  now  ia  course  of 
erection." — P.  E.  Haxsell,  Clerk  to  the  Cromer 
Protection  Comnaissioners. 

Deal. — "  Fishing  is  allowed  on  Sundays  from  the  pier." — 
John  E.  Lawrence. 

.^f  I-^le  of  J/a/( .—"  There  is  no  restriction  against 
fishing  off  piers.  &o.,on  Sundays." — J.  H.  Corris, 
Assistant  Harbour  Master. 

En<  hoi'jne. — "Fishing  is  ^loi  allowed  from  any  part  of 
the  nier  on  Sunday?." — G.  Sawdie,  Pier  Master. 

t:  I  mouth  Doc':. — "There  is  ccsasionally  some  fishing 
doie  from  the  pier  in  the  early  morning,  but  not  after 
eight  or  nine  o'clock.  In  the  harbour  of  course  there 
are  no  restrictions." — Exmouth  Dock  Co. 

Folki:<fone  Pier. — "  We  allow  angling  on  Sundays  from 
the  lower  landing  stage  only." — W.  Amies  King, 
General  Manager. 

(irt-fif  I'll  rmi,ii>h ,  Britinmin  Pier. — "There  is  "O  fishing 
on  any  of  the  piers  or  jetty  on  Sunday." — John 
Dale,  Pier  Master. 

(ireiif  Yarmouth. — "  The  Pott  and  Haven  Commissioners 
give  no  sanction  to  ang  iag  on  the  piers  and  jetties  on 
Sundays.  I  am  not  aware,  however,  cf  there  beitg 
any  restriction  against  angi  in  any  other  pirt  of 
the  harbour.  I  would  notice  to  you  that  the  pier  is 
not  a  promenade  or  pleasure  pier,  but  ij  part  of  the 
works  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Yar- 
mouth Harbour^  acd  for  the  use  of  pilots  and  others 
engaged  in  the  shipping  of  the  port.  It  is  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Port  and  Haven  Commis:ioners,  who  are 
the  harbour  authority  here,  and  who  have  the  sole 
control  of  ihe  pier,  ard  the  use  of  the  pier  for  any 
other  purpose  than  I  have  just  named  is  merely 
permissible,  and  not  of  right." — J.  Tolvees  Waters, 
Clerk  to  the  Port  and  Haven  Commissioners. 

Hastings. — "  Fishing  is  allowed  from  the  landing  stages 
only  at  Hastings  Pier,  and  is  free.  From  St. 
Leonard's  Pier  free,  but  only  from  the  landing- 
stages.    Anywhere  from  tcp  deck  3d.  extra." — H. 

DOWSETT. 

Hernr-  B'l g — "Angling  allowed  from  the  pier  on 
Sundays." — Henry  C.  Jones,  Secrehary  to  the 
Heme  Bay  Pier  Co.  L*d. 

Jliififfnutijii. — "  No  Sunday  restrictions  for  fishing  from 
the  pitr  that  I  know  of — or  from  any  other  part  of 
Hunstanton  coast.  The  fishing  from  the  pier  is  very 
infer'or— a  few  butts  (or  very  small  plaice)  and  some- 
times a  whitirg." — Fkkd  Wiley,  Pier  Master. 

Portobello  Piir.—"  FiihLog  is  not  allowed  at  Portobello 
PisnnSucdiys."    Pier  Master,  Galloway,  Leith. 

Littleliamptcm.—"  I  beg  to  say  that  I,  as  harbour  master, 
should  not  object,  exci  p*;  at  the  Bast  Pier  ( where  there 
are  no  fish).  On  the  western  tide  of  the  river  many 
find  good  sport.  Fishing  on  Sundays  is  not  in  the 
least  objected  to." — Wn.LiAJr  Sewell,  Harbour 
Master. 

Loot. — "  At  present  there  is  no  regulation,  but  from 
what  I  know  of  the  authorities,  it  would  not  be 
allowed." — Henry  Davey,  Harbour  Master. 

Loice^lofl. — "  Fishing  is  strictly  prohibited  from  our 
South  Promenade  Pier  on  Snrdays  or  any  other  days ; 
hat  I  do  not  know  of  any  restriction  with  reference  to 
fishing  cff  any  of  the  other  p'ers  or  any  other  part  of 


the  harbour  on  Sundays."— U.  G.  Hknderson, 
Harbour  Master. 

Margate. — "Fibbing  is  done  from  the  harbcur  occa- 
sionally on  Sundays  without  interference.  The  jetty 
is  free  to  the  public,  but  on  the  jetty  extension  fishing 
is  discouraged  on  Sundays  by  the  directors." — Theo. 
GoLiiEN,  Pier  Office. 

Margate — "  The  company  of  directors  do  not  stop  anyone 
fishing  from  the  jetty  on  Sundays." — T.  Jephcott, 
Hoy  Hotel.  Margate. 

Neu'haven. — "I  have  no  objection  to  angling  from  our 
East  Pier  and  Breakwater  on  Sundays,  provided 
anglers  obtain  a  written  permission  from  me  to  fish." 
— William  Morris,  Harbour  Master. 

Nortli  Sliields. — "  I  have  never  seen  anyone  fishing  front 
the  South  Shields  pier  on  Sundays,  and  am  not  aware 
of  any  Jaw  to  prevent  anyone  from  fishing  there  cn 
Sundays." — John  Bruce,  Harbour  Master. 

Padstoii .—"  No  person  ever  fishes  from  the  pier  cn 
Sundays,  therefore  nothing  has  been  said  or  done  in 
the  matter." — W.  S.  Allport,  Harbour  Master. 

Penzance. — "  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  anyone 
fishing  from  our  pier-heads  on  a  Sunday,  or  any  part 
of  the  pier,  but  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  Act  to 
'prohibit  them  from  doing  so." — Chas.  Mahbatt, 
Harbour  Master. 

Plijmontli. — "  You  can  fish  from  Batten  Breakwatsr, 
about  300yds,  long,  or  any  part  of  the  harbour,  but 
not  from  the  promenade  pier  on  Sundays." — W. 
Heardee. 

Porthgirarra  (Treen). — Me.  Alfred  Jackson  writes  from 
Porthgwarra  :  "  We  have  no  pier,  but  anyone  can  fish 
at  any  time  they  choose  from  any  of  the  headlands  or 
rocks  in  the  neighbourhood.  Large  bream  are  very 
plentiful  just  now,  and  should  remain  so  for  months. 
Large  pollack  of  161b.  and  201b.  are  just  beginning  to 
be  caught.  Bass  will  begin  in  the  middle  of  July,  and 
mackerel  about  August.  These  can  all  be  taken  with 
rod  and  line  from  a  boat;  bream  and  small  pollack 
and  other  fish  can  be  taken  from  rocks." 

Ramsay,  Isle  of  Man. — "  There  is  nothing  in  the  bye- 
laws  prohibiting  fishing  on  Surdays,  but  as  a  rule 
visitors  neither  boat  or  fish  on  Sundays,  and  those 
who  would  do  so  would  be  looked  down  upon." — 
John  Clarke,  Harbour  Master. 

Ramsgate. — "  Fishing  is  allowed  from  Ramsgate  piers  on 
Sundays." — W.  E.  Laker. 

Ryde. — "  Fishing  is  allowed  at  all  times,  as  long  as  it 
does  not  interfere  with  other  people's  pleasure." — 
W.  D.  Stanney,  Manager,  Ryde  Pier  Company. 

Scarborough. — "  Fishing  is  not  allowed  on  the  piers  or 
harbours  on  Sunday."— George  Appleyard,  Har- 
bour Master. 

Southa)iipton. — "No  Sunday  fishing  is  allowed  on  the 
pier.  You  can  fish  alongside  the  pier  and  quay." — 
C.  McPheeson. 

Southend-on-Sea, — "  Fishing  is  allowed  f rom  t'ne  pier  on 
Sundays  snbjact  to  certain  conditions." — F.  Edwaed 
Kemp,  Pier  Master. 

S<mthwick — "No  objection  would  be  raised  to  fishing 
from  the  piers  of  this  harbour,  providing  it  was 
confined  to  rod  and  line,  and  that  the  number  of 
persons  so  engaged  should  not  be  such  as  to  interfere 
with  the  movement  of  vessels  within  the  harbour." — 
Alfeed  J.  Catt,  Harbour  Master. 

Southwold. — "  Fishing  will  only  be  allowed  from  the  pier 
until  10  a.m.  on  Sundays." — E.  G.  Langley,  Pier 
Master. 

Tor'juay. — "  Fishing  is  not  allowed  cn  Sundays  from  eny 
of  the  piers,  jetties,  or  harbour  undertaking 
belonging  to  this  corporation. "-^Fredk.  S.  Hex, 
Town  Clerk. 

Ventnor,  Isle  of  Wight. — "  I  am  not  aware  that  the 
question  of  Sunday  angling  from  the  pier  has  ever 
been  raised  here,  but  I  do  not  think  that  my  pier 
committee  would  favour  the  idea." — John  Dufton, 
Town  Clerk. 

Walton-on-Naze. — "  We  allow  fishing  at  all  times  from 

our  pier."— Jas.  Kelly,  Pier  Master. 
Whitstdbla. — "You  may  fish  and  welcome  from  the 

harbour  pier  at  Whitstable  on  Sundays." — J.  W.  B. 

Loudon,  Harbour  Master. 


THAMES  RESTOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  above  association  was 
held  at  Carr's  Restaurant,  Strand,  on  May  31.  Mr. 
Cecil  Howlett  (of  Etcn)  presided,  and  amongst  those 
present  were  Messrs.  D.  Denniford,  G.  Greg,  G.  Reade 
Clark,  G.  H.  Howard,  A.  R.  Matthews,  E.  Jackson,  J. 
Harwood,  W.  Wheeler,  Dr.  P.  J.  Brownfield-Bateman, 
and  F.  H.  Amphlett. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  annual  meeting  having  been 
adopted,  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  (hon.  sec.  -pro  tem  ),  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  F.  Littlewood  (hon.  treasurer),  read  the 
financial  statement,  showing  a  balance  in  hand  of 
.£46  17b.  9d.  He  added  that  since  the  accounts  had  been 
made  up  he  had  recsived  £5  Ss.  from  Mr.  H.  Osborne 
O'Hagan,  of  Hampton  Court,  from  Mr.  C.  G.  Douglas, 
la.,  so  that  the  association  had  over  £50  in  hand.  The 
financial  statement  having  been  adopted,  outstanding 
accounts,  the  total  amount  of  which  was  £1  ISs.  lid.,  were 
ordered  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  F.  H.  .\mphlett  then  made  a  statement  showing 
that  the  present  position  of  the  association  was  one  of 
soundness  and  stability.  He  regi-etted  that  owing  to  Mr. 
Hankins's  illness  no  work  had  lately  been  done,  but  now 
it  was  intended  to  restock  the  Thames  to  the  utmost  of 
their  ability.  The  association  had  already  placed  in  the 
river  1000  roach  from  Mr.  Ford,  of  Caistor.  These  fish 
were  put  in  between  Teddington  and  Ditton,  the  object 
being  to  assist  in  improving  sport  near  to  London. 


Following  upon  this  hundreds  of  roach  and  perch  and 
many  pike,  largest  81b. j  were  placed  in  the  river  from  Sir 
W.  Peek's  lake  at  Wimbledon,  Mr.  Richmond,  of  the 
Braunton  Fishery,  Devon,  had  presented  the  aescciation 
with  200  H.  fjiiiinalis,  which  were  distributed:  fifty  at 
Henley,  fifty  at  Maidenhead,  fifty  at  Penton  Hook,  and 
fifty  at  Shepperton.  Then  the  association  purchased 
seventy  tench,  which  were  pUced  in  the  Thames  between 
Hampton  Court  and  Weybridge.  Two  hundred  trout 
were  presented  by  Mr.  Eede,  and  placed  in  the  river  at 
Hampton  Court.  Thousands  of  fish  were  also  placed  in 
the  river  through  netting  a  section  of  the  Rib.  Finally, 
200  perch  were  purchased,  and  100  of  them  were  put  in  at 
Windsor,  and  lOO  at  Hampton  Court.  Mr.  Shrubsole 
had  offered  them  20,000  ova,  but  they  had  not  yet  arrived. 
The  association  was  now  without  a  president.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Cook,  who  was  elected  in  April,  had  sent  in  his 

resignation,  atd  he  proposed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
him  for  the  great  amount  of  work  he  had  done  for  the 
association.  The  committee  had  recommended  that  Mr. 
H.  O'Hagan,  the  only  vice-president,  be  their  president, 
but  he  (Mr.  Amphlett)  had  received  the  following  letter 
from  him  : 

"  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  21th  inst.  in  which  you  pay  me  the  compliment  of 
inviting  me  to  become  the  president  c  f  the  Thames  Re- 
stocking Association.  I  regret,  however,  that  I  do  not  see 
rty  way  to  accept  the  honour  you  propose  to  confer  upon 
me,  for  although  I  am  identified  with  the  river  Thames  to 
the  extent  of  hiTing  a  residence  thereon,  yet  I  am  resident 
for  only  two  or  three  months  in  the  year,  and  my  time  of 
being  on  the  river  is  always  unoartain.  I  have  had  several 
requests  to  join  committees  of  societies  interested  in  river 
matters,  but  have  always  been  compolled  to  refuse  owing 
to  my  inability  to  attend  meetings.  I  therefore  trust  jou 
will  take  my  refusal  as  not  evincing  any  want  of  interest 
in  your  association,  but  it  is  solely  owing  to  the  impossi- 
bility of  my  making  any  further  engagements  upon  my 
time.  I  have  pleasure  in  enclosing  an  ancnil  subsoription 
of  five  guineas  to  your  fund. — Yours  faithfully, 

"H.  Osboene  O'Hagan." 

The  hon.  secretary  regretted  that  Mr.  O'Hagan  could 
not  follow  Mr.  Cook,  and  their  budness  would  be  to  elect 
some  gentleman  who  took  an  interest  in  the  association 
and  Thames  angling. 

Mr.  Cecil  Howlett  said  that  they  all  regretted  the  illness 
of  Mr.  Hankins,  and  moved  a  vote  of  thaikj  to  him  for 
the  work  he  had  done  as  hon.  secretary  to  the  association, 
and  at  the  same  time  wishing  him  a  speedy  recovery. 

Mr.  E.  Jackson  said  that  he  had  been  asked  to  attend 
the  meeting  on  behalf  of  the  AUason  United  Brothers 
A,S.  He  wished  to  hand  the  foUowirg  letter  and  Ss.  to 
the  association  : 

"  We  proposEd  that  our  chairman,  Mr.  E.  Jackson,  shall 
be  present  to  be  affiliated  to  your  association.  The  above 
is  not  in  a  position  at  present  to  grant  a  good  donation, 
but  for  the  work  your  association  has  done  in  the  past  we 
have  unanimously  voted  os.,  which  our  chairman  will  be 
pleased  to  hand  over,  wishing  the  T.E.A.  every  success 
from  all  the  members. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  Ben  Abrahams  (Secretary)." 

Mr.  Wheeler  also  spoke  upon  the  subject. 

The  election  of  the  officers  then  took  placa.  Upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  G.  Reade  Clark,  ssoonded  by  Mr.  Greg, 
Dr.  F.  J.  Brownfield-Bateman  was  elected  president  of 
the  association. 

Dr.  Bateman,  in  returning  tharks,  said  that  he  had 
always  taken  a  strong  interest  in  the  work  of  the  associa- 
tion. He  believed  in  it,  and  would  do  his  utmost  to  help 
forward  the  interests  of  the  association.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Amphlett  proposed  that  Mr.  H.  Osborne  O'Hagan 
be  re-elected  their  vice-president.  There  was  no  truer 
sportsman  or  more  generous  subscriber  to  the  work  the 
association  was  doing.  Mr.  Greg  seconded,  and  it  was 
carried  unanimously. 

Messrs.  D.  Denniford  and  G.  A.  Cooper  were  re-elected 
hon.  auditors. 

Mr.  J.  Harwood  proposed  that  Mr.  F.  Littlewood  be 
re-elected  hon.  treasurer.  Mr.  Amphlett  seconded,  and  it 
was  agreed. 

Mr.  G.  Reade  Clarke  proposed  that  Mr.  F.  H.  AmpLlett 
be  hon.  sec.  of  the  association.  They  all  knew  if  he  would 
accept  that  position  the  association  would  have  a  long  life 
and  prosperity,  and  that  their  work  would  be  excellently 
looked  after.  Mr.  Cecil  Howlett  seconded,  and  sincerely 
hoped  that  Mr.  Amphlett  would  agree. 

Mr.  Amphlett  regretted  that  owing  to  so  much  of  his 
spare  time  being  already  fully  occupied,  it  was  quite 
impossible  for  him  to  act  as  hon.  secretary.  He  hoped 
that  they  would  select  someone  else,  bat  if  they  were 
unable  to  do  so  he  would  carry  on  the  work  pro  tem.  The 
resolution  was  carried  unaiiimonsly,  with  the  addition  of 
the  words  "  pro  tem." 

The  retiring  committee  was  re-elected  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  T.  Barnes,  and  Mr.  Amphlett  proposed  that 
Messrs.  J.  Harwood,  E.  Jackson,  and  W.  Wheeler  le 
added  to  the  list ;  also  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  sent  to  the 
Allason  United  Brothers  A.S.  and  the  Sundial  A.S.  for 
their  support.  Mr.  Greg  seconded,  and  it  was  agreed 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Harwood,  in  returning  thanks,  said  that  his  society 
(the  Sundial)  had  always  upheld  that  the  sizes  of  fish 
retained  by  their  members  should  be  above  the  Thames 
standard.  He  estimated  that  the  members  of  his  society 
had  returned  a  ton  of  fish  to  the  river  during  the  past 
season,  and  he  thought  that  was  an  excellent  way  of 
assisting  restocking  work.    (Hear,  hear. ) 

Mr.  E,  Jackson  said  that  it  was  the  ambicicn  of  the 
members  of  the  Allason  United  Brothers  to  bring  a  good 
class  of  fish  into  the  club-room,  and  they  only  fiihed  for 
gross  weight  in  their  matches.    They  woald  always  try  to 
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STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON   ANGLERS  BY   PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


Addlkstonb  (Wej),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 

AlTHOENE  (CroDch),  A,  Essex.  36,  3a. 

Ambkblet  (Arun).  F,  Sussex,  5s.  8(1,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  6d.). 

Ameksham  (Misbonm),  I  Bucks.  23| ;  2a.  Id. 

Ampthill  (Lakes),  Q,  Beds,  44;  4s.  4d. 

Abdleish  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56 ;  4s.  9d. 

Ableset  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 

ASHUBSr  (Medway),  F,  Kent.  32  ;  Ss.  4d. 

ArDLET  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44;  38.  6Jd. 

Atlesburt  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48 :  3s.  8d, 

Babcombe  Mills  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  5b.  «d. 

BATTLKSBRtD(}E  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29 ;  3b.  4^ 

Bedfobd  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50  ;  6s. 

Bebkhampstead  (S.J.C.),  H,  Herts,  28;  fs,  lid. 

BlLLEBlCAT  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26;  2b. 

BiLLlNQHUKST  (Amn),  F,  Sussex,  44 ;  48,  8d. 

Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4i.  4d. 

Bishop's  Stoktford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2b.  7d, 

Blake  Hall  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  21 ;  Is.  SJd 

BLUK'nsHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74 ;  5b.  2d. 

Bletchley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46f ;  48.  lid. 

Blusham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68;  is.  3d. 

BOTTlSHAlt,  A,  Cambs,  61f ;  5s.  1^. 

BOUBSE  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28|;  Si. 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  0  F,  Surrey,  22i;  2s.  8d. 

BOXMOOB  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24^ ;  2s.  6d. 

Braintbee  (Blackwater),  A,  Easex,  45 ;  3s.  lOd. 

Bbaughins  (Bib)  A,  Herts,  30^;  2b.  T^d. 

Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86^;  7s. 

Beioket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22;  2b. 

Bboxboubne  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17i;  Is.  6d. 

BUNTIKGFORD  (Bib),  Herts,  33f ;  2s.  lld. 

BUBES  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54 ;  4s.  e^d. 

Bubnham-on-Ceouch,  a,  Essex,  39 ;  38.  8d. 

Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77^;  6s.  td. 

Burnt  Mill  (Stort  )jA,  Essex,  25;  Is.  11^. 

BUSHET  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16;  Is.  8d. 

Byfleet  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21J ;  2s.  3d. 

Oastlb  Hedinsham  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  66^; 
4s.  11^. 

Ohappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50J;  4s.  2^. 
Ohalfont  Boad  (Misbouin),  I,  Bucks,  22 ;  2i. 
Cheddington  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36 ;  3b.  9d. 
Chesham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27 ;  2s.  5d. 
ChelxsfORD  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29|;  38.  6^. 
Cheshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14i ;  Is.  2d. 
Ohebtset  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22^;  2b.  4d. 
Chigwell  Lane  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  13^  ;  1».  l§d. 
Chtltern  Gbeen  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27 ;  28.  lOd. 
ChOELBT  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48^  ;  58.  Id. 
Choeley  'Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20;  Is.  lOd. 
Olaee  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62 ;  5s.  3d. 
COBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18J;  2s. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51};  4s.  4^. 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57^;  4s.  6d. 
COLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16i ;  Is.  8d. 
OOOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25J;  2s.  lOd. 
COWDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29 ;  3s. 
Cbomer,  a,  Norfolk,  139;  IDs. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Backs,28|;  2».  Sd. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86|;  7s.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26;  2s.  8d. 
Earlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21^ ;  2b. 
East  Grinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30;  3i.  Sd. 
East  Faeleiqh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44;  4s. 
Eabith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76};  5i.  4d. 
Edenbridge  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33;  2s.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  3d. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70i;  58.  lljd. 
Elstbes  (Eeservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38;  3s.  O^d. 
Enfield  Lock  (Lea).  A,  Middlesex,  12;  li. 
Epping  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  17 ;  1b.  6Jd. 
E8HBE  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  14i ;  Is.  6d. 
FambbidGE  ((jrouchj.  A,  Essex,  35 ;  28.  lOd. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  Q,  Beds,  40;  4s.  2d. 
Forest  Bow  (Medwayj,  F,  Sussex,  39;  38.  6d. 
FULWEI.L  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12| ;  Is.  4d. 
GOBISG  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44f ;  4s.  9d. 
Gt.  Chestebford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48,  38.  lOid. 
Gbeat  Maelow  (Thames),  B,  BuckB,  35^ ;  3s.  3d. 
Gt.  Misbkndon  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29 ;  2s.  9d. 
GUILDFOED  CWey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28 J;  38  2d. 
GVRTON  (Broads).  A.  Norfolk.  ISS ;  IDs 


Halham  (Ash).  A,  Herts,  25i;  2b.  3d. 
HalsteAd  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62^ ;  4s.  8^. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex ;  14} ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14};  Is.  3d. 
Haelington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37 ;  38.  lld. 
Haelo-W  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26| ;  2s.  1^. 
Haependen  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27} ;  2a.  7d. 
Haetfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17f ;  la.  lOd. 
Hatfield PEVEEEL(Chelmer),  A, Essex,  36;  3s.  Id. 
Haywaeds  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37 ;  4s. 
Hevee  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27 ;  2s.  lOd. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11} ;  Is. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35|;  3s.  9 J. 
Heetfoed  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24};  28.  6d. 
HiLQAY  Fbn  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88} ;  6a.  lOJd. 
Hoeley  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25;  2s.  8d, 
HOESHAM  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3a.  lOd. 
HOESTED  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36^;  3a.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114^ ;  9s.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58} ;  6s.  2d 
IRCHESTEE  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 
Keltbdon  (Blackwa,ter),  A,  Essex,  42|;  3b.  7d. 
King's  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Is.  3d. 
LAKENHEATH  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82} ;  6s.  ll^d. 
Langford   Hall  Fisheey  (Blackwater);  A., 

Essex,  44 ;  3s.  3^d.  (Change  at  Witham). 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16};  Is.  8d. 
LeAGRAVE  (Lea),  G,  Beds.  32^ ;  3b.  5d. 
Lbatherheab  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19};  2i. 
Lbighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40} ;  4a.  2d. 
Le-stes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  6s.  2d. 
LINSFIELD  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28 ;  2s.  8d. 
LiTTLEPORT  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  6s.  5d. 
LOUQHTON  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  12 ;  Is.  0}d. 
Long  Mblfoed  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61};  5s.  2}d. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117} ;  lOs. 


BfUuCHINC^ 
STUDON 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 

A.  Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E.  Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

B.  Great  Western  (Paddington).  F.  L.  B.  <fc  S.  C.  (London  Bridg*  and  ■Victoria). 
0.   South-Eastem   (Charing  Cross,    Waterloo  G.  Midland  (St.  Pancraa). 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge,  H.  North-Westem  (Enston). 

and  New  Croia).  L  Metropolitan  (Baker  Street), 
n.    So  uth-WcitMii  rw atcrloaV  tar  Hap  shows  Vie  18  tt£w  stations. 


Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24};  2s.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex, 44;  3s.  3d. 
Maldon,  West  (Blackwat«r),  A,  Essex;  3s  2d. 
Manningtkbe  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59;  6s.  0^. 
March  (Nene,  <fcc.).  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  68.  4d. 
Mardooks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23;  28. 
Mark's  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47 ;  3s.  ll}d. 
Midhurst  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  $b. 
MiLDENHALL  (Lark),  A.  Suffolk,  76} ;  6s.  4}d. 
Moulsford  (Thames),  B,  BerkB,  48} ;  58.  Id. 
New  Barnei  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;  Ib. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  38.  5d. 
North  Walsh  am  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134;  10s. 
North  Weald  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  19f ;  la.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  Q,  Beds,  52} ;  5s.  4d. 
Offord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55f ;  5s.  lOd. 
Ongar  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  ll}d. 
Oxted  (Eden),  0  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31J;  4b. 
Pangbourne  (Thames).  B,  Berks,  41};  48.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s. 
Bonder's  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10 ;  9d. 
Potter's  Bae  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12| ;  Is.  »d. 
POLBOEOUGH  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50;  68.  (By 

Eldridge's  excursions, 2s.  6d). 
Eadlett  (CoUie),  G,  Herts,  15;  Is.  7d. 
Beading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
Bed  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  2s. 
BiCKMANSWORTH  (Oolne),  H  I,  Herts,  22};  Is.  »d. 
Boydon  (Stort),  A,  Easex,  22}  ;  la.  9d. 
EUDGWICK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex, 44;  4s.  2d. 
Bye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19;  Is.Sd. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  48. 7d. 
SawbridgewOETH  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29  ;  2s.  8}d. 
Selham  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  58;  5b.  6d. 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41;  3s.  2d 
Shaenbeook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  65;  5s.  9d. 
Sheffoed  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87;  5s. 
Shelfoed  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55 ;  48.  5}d. 
Shknfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20};  la.  8d. 
Sheppeeton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18} ;  2a. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18};  Is.  lld. 
SoUTHMlNSTER,  A,  Essex,  40  ;  33.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19};  2a. 
Standon  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  29};  2s.  6}d. 
Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Easex,  33 ;  2b.  lOd. 
St.  Albans  (Cohie)^  G  H,  Herts,  20;  2b.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70} ;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Maegaebt'S  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20};  Is.  94 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51};  5a.  5d. 
Stoke  Mandevillb,  I,  Bucks,  37 ;  3s.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58} ;  4s.  ll}d. 
SUNBURY  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16} ;  la.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22};  2b.  4d 
TempsfOed  (Ouse),  E,  Beds.  47};  4s.  lld. 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49};  6s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  16  ;  Is.  S^d. 
Theeb  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  3s. 
TiLEHURST  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38f ;  4s.  Id. 
Trinq  (Eeservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31};  3s.  4d. 
TUNBRIDGE  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29} ;  38.  3d. 
TwYFOED  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  3s.  ad. 
DXBRIDOB  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  16} ;  Is.  7d. 
■yiEQlNLi  Watee  (Thames),  D,Berks,  23;  28,  Cd 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17;  Is.  lOd. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
WARE  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22};  Is.  lld. 
Wateebeach  (Cam),  a,  Cambs,  61;  58.  2d. 
Wateringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46 ;  4s. 
Wbndovee,  I,  Bucks,  33} ;  3s.  Sd. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13}  ;  Is.  5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45 ;  48.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Bib),  A,  Herts.  32} ;  28.  9}d. 
Wbybridgb  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19;  2s. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49;  4s.  2d. 
Wickford  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26;  28.  2d. 
WiDFORD  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24 ;  ta.  Id. 
Windsoe  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21}  ;  2b.  8d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39 ;  3b.  3l± 
Woking  (Bas'ngstkeCanal),D,  Surrey,  24} ;  2s.6d. 
W00DH.\M  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31;  2b. 7d. 
WBAYSBUET(Thms.<fc Oolne), D,Bucka,21};  2s. 3d. 
Wt  OXHAM  (Broads,  Ac),  A,  Norfolk,  122* ;  lOs 
YALDINS  (Medway),  O,  Kent,  38};  4a. 
Yabuocth  (Bore.  Ac.),  A.  Norfolk.  131;  Ifla 


keep  their  fish  a  long  way  above  the  Thames  standard, 
and  help  all  reetocking  aseociatione.    (Heir,  hear.) 

Mr.  Wheeler  said  he  bad  attended  the  meeting  because 
he  had  heard  a  lot  about  the  T.E.A.,  and  was  curious  to 
know  the  object  of  the  association.  In  the  last  great 
competition  on  the  Thames  a  lot  of  fish  were  taken  out  of 
the  river,  and  it  was  only  right  that  something  should  be 
done  in  return  on  behalf  of  the  river.  He  was  well 
satiijfied  that  the  restocking  of  the  Thames  was  being  well 
looked  after  by  the  association. 

It  was  then  decided  that  meetings  of  the  association 
should  be  held  at  Carr's  Keitanrant,  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  each  quarter,  and  that  in  case  of  urgency  the  hon.  sec. 
have  power  to  call  a  committee  meeting  at  any  time.  It 
was  also  agreed  that  if  any  member  of  the  committee  be 
absent  three  times  in  succession  and  not  sending  a  reason- 
able excuse  he  cease  to  become  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  teadered  to  Mr.  Cecil 
Howlett  for  presiding,  and  the  meeting  terminated. 


THE  SEA   FISH   HATCHERY   AT  NIGG. 

Oi-K.NKD  in  February,  the  new  fish  hatchery  at  Nigg, 
established  by  the  Fishery  Board  in  place  of  that  formerly 
at  nonVmr,  ha.3  during  the  first  three  months  of  its 
existence  afforded  satisfaction  to  those  in  charge.  Occupy- 
ing about  half  an  acre  of  ground  on  the  north  eide  of  the 
bay,  the  itation  presents  a  compact  appearance,  the 
laboratory  being  a  neat  one-storey  building  in  Kuabon 
brick.  The  hatchery  proper,  a  wooden  structure,  has 
been  traneplantcd  from  Dunbar.  The  spawning  pond  has 
yielded  its  first  results  for  the  eSason.  This  reservoir, 
built  of  concrete,  is  UOft.  lon^  by  liSft.  broad,  and  has  an 
average  depth  of  8ft.    A  12in.  pipe  leads  the  sea  water 


into  the  filter  chamber,  whence  it  flows  into  the  pond, 
which  is  situated  at  such  a  depth  that  the  water  cm  be 
admitted  at  less  than  half  tide.  Here  the  fish  are  kept 
and  fed,  and  Dr.  Fultoa  has  obtained  this  season  a  stock 
of  about  1400  plaice,  male  and  female,  which  spawn  here 
as  in  the  sea.  The  fertilised  eggs,  floating  towards  the 
surface,  are  removed  by  a  large  muslin  net,  and  taken 
to  the  hatchery.  The  pumping  machinery  and  the  filtering 
apparatus,  which,  like  the  hatchery,  were  those  used 
at  Dunbar,  have  been  fitted  up  at  Nigg,  and  have  been 
found  to  answer  their  purpose  admirably,  the_  result  being 
what  is  so  important  in  all  such  scientific  work — a 
perfectly  clean  supply  of  water.  In  the  hitchery  a  novel 
mechanical  arrangement,  working  automatically,  has  been 
devised  which  sends  at  intervals  a  current  of  water  through 
the  various  tanks  in  which  the  hatching  boxes  are  kept, 
the  system  of  circulation  being  thus  still  further  pro- 
moted and  maintained.  Of  these  tanks,  which  are  con- 
structed of  wood,  there  are  in  all  twenty-two,  and  each 
contains  ten  hatching  boxes  in  oompirtments,  which,  being 
hinged,  float  or  are  depressed  according  to  the  action  of 
the  current  already  mentioned.  The  iiuantity  of  eggs 
that  may  be  hatched  in  the  boxes  depends  upon  the 
species  of  fish.  In  the  case  of  cod  there  may  be  as 
many  as  five  millions  in  each  tack,  while  of  plaice, 
the  eggs  being  larger,  about  half  that  number  can 
be  kept.  The  duration  of  the  hatching  period 
varies  according  to  the  temperature  ;  but  as  a  rule,  at  the 
bef$inning  of  the  season,  the  fry  issue  from  the  fertilised 
eggs  in  about  three  weeks,  and  are  kept  for  a  week  longer. 
Loch  Fyno  has  been  selected  for  experiments  with  the 
young  fish.  They  are  convoyed  thither  in  carboys  filled 
with  wa'or  of  a  reduced  temperature.  In  this  way  during 
the  past  few  weeks  nearly  30,000,000  plaice  have  been  sent 
from  Nigg  for  disposal  in  that  arm  of  the  sea.    In  all 


between  10,000.000  and  50,000,000  of  fertilised  eggs  of 
plaice  have  been  handled  at  Uigg  since  February.  Dr. 
Fulton  is  now  turning  his  attention  to  experiments  with 
turbot  and  lemon  soles,  two  of  the  kinds  of  flatfish  that 
are  dcc'ining  in  numbers.  Much  ditiioulty  his  hitherto 
been  experienced  in  obtaining  suitable  specimens  of  these 
classes,  as  they  are  so  easily  injured  either  in  cipture  or  in 
transit,  but  with  the  improved  facilities  at  Nigg  it  is 
hoped  that  these  difficulties  will  be  overcome. — 8ci>l^?iia)i. 


A  CHANCE  INVITATION. 

"I  NEVER  go  fishing  with  a  man  unless  I  kaow  him 
well,"  remarked  an  old  friend  as  we  sat  smoking  in  the 
clnb  the  other  day. 

"But,"  said  I,  "  some  of  my  best  friends  I  have  dropped 
across  when  on  an  angling  holiday." 

"  Well,  I  had  one  experience  which  may  be  instniotive, 
if  you  cire  to  hear  it,"  he  replied. 

All  the  club  knew  what  was  in  the  wind.  Mr.  To  ukins, 
they  knew,  never  mentioned  the  exact  locality  whtre  his 
sport  had  been  obtained.  "For,"  said  ho.  "  it  is  a  poor 
return  (or  favours  received  to  go  and  put  a  lot  of  howling 
mendicants  on  the  track  of  a  benefactor.  Nowadays,  if 
a  man  is  known  to  have  given  leave  for  a  day's  fishing  he 
is  promptly  bombarded  by  shoals  of  letters  from  total 
strangers  asking  permission.  Good  gracious  !  I  should  as 
soon  think  of  asking  leave  to  shoot  a  man's  pheasants  as 
to  kill  his  trout." 

When  we  had  settled  down  quietly,  Tomkios  said,  in  a 
sort  of  deprecating  way  : 

"  I  never  told  this  experience  before,  although  it 
happened  some  time  ago.  1  think  it,  however,  my  duty  to 
tell  you  now.  I  had  baen  down  cn)  May  evening  at  onr 
club  water,  and,  ss  yon  know  is  my  onstom,  had  taken  my 
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bicycle  with  me,  and  ridden  over  to  the  Junction,  catching 
the  express  from  there,  and  thus  gave  myself  another 
honr's  fishing,  as  the  evening  rise  was  particalarly  good. 

"I  had  taken  my  lamp  off  the  machine,  and  was 
trimming  it  in  the  railway  carriage,  when  the  train  stopped 
and  another  passenger  got  into  my  compartment.  He  was 
a  tall,  good-looking,  gentlemanly  young  fellow,  with  rather 
a  distioguished  air.  He  sat  djwn  opposite  me,  and  upon 
my  apologising  for  the  odds  and  ends  lying  about  on  the 
seats,  a  conversation  sprang  up  between  ns. 

"  My '  companion  noticed  the  combination  of  rod  and 
bicycle,  and  I  explained  how  they  were  useful  to  me. 

"  '  Yes,'  said  he,  '  and  yet  few  people  appreciate  their 

advantages.  Now,  I  am  going  to  fish  Captain  's  water 

at  during  the  May  Fly  rise.    I  shall  run  down  some 

morning  this  week  by  the  6.40,  get  out  at  the  Junction, 
and  ride  over — a  pleasant  run  of  six  miles.  By  the  bye, 
would  you  care  to  come  with  me  ?  By  means  of  your 
bicycle  you  can  manage  it  all  right,  and  I  shall  be  glad  of 
your  company.  I  om  go  Wednesday  or  Friday  of  next 
week,  if  either  day  will  suit  you.' 

"  This  was  said  in  so  friendly  a  way  that,  although 
rather  an  informal  invitation,  I  felt  strongly  tempted  to 
accept ;  moreover,  the  chance  was  unique,  as  permission 
to  fish  this  water  was  rarely  given. 

"  I  thanked  him,  and  said  how  often  I  had  wished  to 
fish  the  water  mentioned,  but  had  never  been  able  to  get  a 
a  chance.  We  parted,  arranging  to  meet  on  the  following 
Wednesday  morning. 

"  I  was  at  the  station  in  good  time,  and  there  met  my 
agreeable  acquaintance,  who  was  thoroughly  rigged  out  in 
most  sportsmanlike  fashion.  His  neat  Norfolk  suit  and 
well-kept  machine  looked  only  second  to  his  Hardy  cane 
red  and  compact,  well-filled  fly  box.  We  smoked  and 
chatted  on  the  way  down,  and  he  remarked  that  he  had 
never  fished  this  water  before,  so  could  not  give  me  any 
hints  as  to  the  best  spots.  '  In  fact,'  said  he,  parenthetic- 
ally, '  I  rarely  care  about  having  a  second  turn  on  the  same 
water.  I  can  get  a  day  almost  anywhere,  so  prefer  dodging 
about.'  I  thought  what  a  valuable  man  this  must  be  to 
know ;  I  must  take  the  opportunity  of  cultivating  him. 

"  At  our  first  interview  I  had  forgotten  to  ask  him  his 
name  or  exchange  cards,  and  this  did  not  seem  exactly 
the  time  to  remedy  the  matter,  but  I  took  a  mental  note 
to  find  him  at  lunch.  Arrived  at  the  Junction,  we 
mounted  our  bicycles,  and  arrived  at  the  water  about  a 
quarter  to  ten. 

"  Putting  our  machines  in  the  plantation — '  out  of  the 
way  of  pDisible  meddlers,'  aa  my  companion  suggested — 
we  quickly  rigged  up,  and  the  rise  came  up  just  aa  we  were 
ready. 

"  At  first  I  was  too  much  interested  in  watching  my 
companion  oast  to  do  much  in  the  way  of  fishing  myself. 
Twenty  yards  away,  right  in  the  wind  s  eye,  between  two 
trailing  ribbons  of  weeds,  lay  a  narrow  channel  about  4in. 
across,  and  in  that,  close  under  the  weed  on  the  further 
side,  a  trout  kept  sucking  down  the  May  Fiies  as  they 
drifted  over  him.  Out  flew  the  line ;  swish,  swish  went 
my  brother  angler's  rod,  until  at  last  the  fly  dropped  soft 
as  a  snowflake  in  the  little  channel  Gin.  above  where 
Master  Trout  lay. 

"  It  was  instantly  taken,  and  a  quick  turn  of  the  wrist 
drove  the  hook  home.  Dash,  splash,  hither  and  thither 
went  the  fish  ;  but  the  clever  hand  and  cool  head  were  too 
much  for  his  trontship,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  netting 
out  a  3-pounder  in  the  pink  of  condition — first  blood  to  my 
chance  colleague.  This  fired  me  with  the  spirit  of  emula- 
tion, and  from  then  on  till  a  quarter  to  twelve  we  were 
hard  at  it.  By  that  time  I  had  two  brace  of  grand  fish, 
and  my  companion  three  brace,  returning  all  under  2Ib., 
'  the  rule  of  the  water,'  he  told  me.  Just  as  I  was  putting 
back  a  fine,  well-conditioned  pounder,  the  keeper  strolled 
up. 

"  '  Good  morning,  sir,'  said  he,  '  I  see  sport's  pretty 
fair.' 

"  '  Excellent,  keeper,'^aid  I,  '  or  else  I  should  not  feel 
ao  pleased  at  putting  these  back.' 

' '  Which  of  you  gentlemen  has  the  permission  ?  '  said 
he,  '  if  I  may  make  so  bold.  The  Captain  is  very 
particular.' 

"  '  My  friend,'  said  I,  '  I'll  just  walk  up  the  bank  with 
you.'^ 

"  Now,  thought  I,  is  my  chance  to  hear  the  stranger's 
name.  As  we  approached  he  ituck  his  rod  in  the  ground 
and  lighted  a  cigarette,  waving  the  match  to  the  keeper, 
who  touched  his  hat. 

"  '  Morning,  keeper,'  said  he  between  the  puffa.  '  Is 
the  Captain  at  home  ?  ' 

"  '  les,  sir,'  said  the  man,  evidently  impressed. 

"  '  Well,  look  here,  take  that  card  up  to  the  house  and 
aay  that  I  and  my  friend  will  be  up  to  lunch.  By  the  way, 
what  time  does  he  lunch  ?  ' 

"  '  One  o'clock,  sir.' 

"'Well,  then,  hurry  off,  you  have  no  time  to  lose. 
There  is  one  thing  which  I  hate  to  do,'  he  said,  turning  to 
me,  '  and  that  is  to  take  anybody  unexpectedly.  It  only 
upseta  the  cook,  and  causes  trouble  to  your  hosts.' 

"  Off  went  the  man,  and  we  resumed  our  fishing.  I 
had  felt  instinctively  all  along  that  this  still  nameless  man 
was  a  bigwig  of  some  sort ;  now  I  was  ceirtain  of  it.  A  man 
who  could  calmly  come  down  fishing  on  the  most  strictly 
preserved  water  in  the  country,  and  who  was  on  such 
intimate  terms  with  the  proprietor,  was  indeed  worth 
cultivating. 

"  We  had  been  fighiag  about  fifteen  minutes  longer, 
when  my  companion  proceeded  t«  take  his  rod  to  pieces, 
and  aaid  that  we  had  better  pack.  Though  rather 
surprised  I  slowly  followed  his  example. 

"  '  Hurry  up,  my  dear  chap,'  said  he,  '  we  must  nip 
off: ' 

"  '  What  about  lunch  ?  '  said  I. 

"  My  good  chap,'  remarked  he,  '  listen  to  me  for  half  a 
minute.   I  timed  the  distance  between  here  and  the  house. 


It  will  take  at  least  twenty  minutes,  and  as  soon  as 
Captain  —  sees  that  card  the  game  will  be  up." 

"  What  game  ?  "  said  I,  in  accents  of  horror. 

"  '  Why,  you  cuckoo,'  said  he,  '  I  had  no  permission,  so 
if  you  stop  here  you  will  get  run  in  for  poaching.  I'm  off, 
and  nobody  wiU  believe  your  tale.  There's  an  express 
from  the  Junction  in  half  an  hoar,  so  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
shift  to  catch  it.' 

"  '  But  you  gave  him  your  card,'  said  I,  as  he  walked 
his  machine  into  the  road. 

"  '  Not  my  card,'  he  remarked,  with  a  soft  chuckle,  as 
he  put  his  leg  over  the  saddle  ;  '  a  drunken  fool  in  the 
Bodega  gave  me  that  some  time  ago,  and  I  have  kept  it 
for  the  occasion.' 

"' You  scoundrel,'  I  wailed,  'what  did  you  bring  me 
into  this  for  ?  ' 

"  '  Don't  let  us  get  cross,  old  boy,'  and  he  smiled 
genially  at  me.  '  You've  had  a  glorious  morning's  sport, 
so  you  need  not  grumble  j  and  I  really  don't  think  I  could 
have  worked  the  thing  properly  without  your  respectable, 
venerable  physog.'  And  with  that  he  started  off  full 
speed,  turning  in  the  saddle  when  about  SOyda.  off  to  cry 
"  Nip  off,  my  son,  nip  off  ! 

"  And  '  nip  off '  I  did,  after  casting  my  guilty  burden  of 
fish  upon  the  grass,  scrambling  on  to  my  machine  anyhow, 
and  riding  with  my  rod  bundled  under  my  arm  and  net 
wildly  flapping  at  my  side.  I  rode  off,  never  looking  to 
any  direction  as  long  as  I  got  to  anywhere  ;  anywhere  far 
distant  from  that  cursed  spot  where  I — a  churchwarden 
and  a  freeman  of  the  City  of  London,  the  father  of  grown 
sons  and  daughters — was  liable  to  be  imprisoned  for 
poaching.  I  did  not  go  to  the  Junction ;  I  rode  seventeen 
miles  in  the  other  direction  to  the  nearest  large  town  and 
thence  travelled  back  under  cover  of  the  night  to  London, 
a  sadder  and  a  wiser  man. 

"  I  never  learnt  my  agreeable  acquaintance's  name,  and 
indeed  never  cast  eyes  on  him  again,  and  never  want  to. 

"  For  weeks  I  was  in  agonies  of  dread  lest  the  whole 
affair  might  be  made  public.  I  did  not  care  to  fish,  and 
you  may  remember  gave  up  angling  all  that  season. 

"  And  even  now,  whenever  I  get  an  invitation  from  a 
man  I  do  not  know  well  to  go  for  a  day's  fishing  with 
him,  a  voice  seems  to  cry  in  my  ear  :  '  Nip  oS,  my  son, 
nip  off  !  '  and  I  do."— Si.  James's  Gazette,  May  28. 


A    TRAVESTY  ON   THE  ARGONAUTIC 
EXPEDITION. 

Db.  James  A.  Henshall,  the  author  of  the  "  Book  of 
the  Black  Bass,"  a  standard  authority  on  the  subject,  has 
now  in  press  with  the  Robert  Clarke  Company,  of 
Cincinnati,  a  "Travesty  on  the  Argonautic  Expedition ; 
or.  The  Quest  of  the  Golden  Fleece." 

The  doctor,  a  few  years  ago,  was  the  secretary  of  the 
Cincinnati  Natural  History  Society,  and  previously  filled 
the  same  position  at  the  Ouvier  Club.  He  has  been  at 
Bozeman,  Mont.,  for  the  past  three  years  in  charge  of  the 
Government  fieh  hatcheries,  and,  doubtless,  growing  tired 
of  carefully  watching  salmon  and  trout  fry  expand,  of 
hearing  the  mournful  howl  of  the  sad-eyed  coyote  and  the 
dreaded  timber  wolf,  and  of  the  aggravating  monotony  of 
his  official  duties,  and  by  way  of  a  little  mental  exercise, 
as  a  recreation  and  a  solace,  turned  his  attention  to  the 
aforesaid  travesty. 

It  is  rife  with  anachronisms,  pseudopoetics,  and  mock 
heroics,  all  of  which  are  presented  with  diverting  effect, 
while  a  vein  of  "  plaisantrie  "  flows  freely  through  it  all. 
It  is  a  sample  of  the  opera  bouffe  of  poetry  in  which 
modern  innovations  mingle  quite  freely  and  felicitously 
with  the  ancient.  Occasionally  the  author  forgets 
his  mission,  giving  some  really  beautiful  and  expressive 
lines. 

The  Argonauts  had  many  strange  adventures,  and,  as 
gilt-edge  rovers  of  the  trackless  main,  had  a  high  old  time 
generally.  A  royal  prize  fight,  modernly  described,  is  au 
fait,  while  a  grand  hunting  frolic  and  outing  or  two  for 
the  scaly  breed  arfl  elaborately  and  charmingly  described. 
In  describing  the  Argonauts'  vessel,  the  doctor  states  : 

"  The  great  ship's  hull  was  gaily  painted  blue. 
Ultramarine,  a  fine  cerulean  hue  ; 
The  mast  and  oars  and  every  single  spar. 
Were  painted  fiery  red  with  cinnabar  ; 
The  rudder,  still  a  ruddier  tint,  I'm  told; 
The  figurehead  was  overlaid  with  gold. 
Likewise  the  gunwales  and  the  portholes,  too. 
And  the  starboard  holes,  where  the  oars  went  through  ; 
All  these  were  rimmed  with  gold  some  karats  fine. 
Which  brightly  in  the  morning  sun  did  shine." 

And  he  pleasantly  recites  n  a  serious  tone  that — 
"  Next  morn,  at  dawn,  by  faint  light  of  the  stars. 
The  heroes  filled  again  the  water  jars. 
And  to  the  mild  south  wind  they  set  the  aaU, 
E'en  as  the  morning  star  began  to  fail. 
And  o'er  the  Gulf  of  Crete  they  sailed  along. 
Their  lightsome  hearts  found  vent  in  merry  song ; 
For  now  their  souls  were  filled  with  joy  and  peace ; 
For  soon,  oh,  soon,  they'd  sight  the  shores  of  Greece. 
At  night  the  full,  round  moon  rose  o'er  the  sea  j 
The  dolphins  sported  in  her  light  with  glee. 
The  merry  waves  caressed  the  Argo's  prow 
And  broke  in  silver  spray  about  the  bow." 

The  doctor,  who  is  a  genuine  disciple  of  the  "  gentle 
art,"  did  not  forget  this  accomplishment  in  the  make-up 
of  the  book,  for  several  pages  are  devoted  to  the  Argo- 
nauts' piscatorial  delights. 

The  author,  in  his  travesty,  has  followed  the  route  and 
noted  the  incidents  as  recorded  in  "The  Argonauts"  of 
Apollonias  Rhodiua,  and  as  translated  into  English  prose 
by  Edward  P.  Coleridge,  B.A.,  Oxford,  England,  from 
the  revised  text  of  R.  Merkel  from  the  Laurentian  manu- 
script.    The  entire  subject  has  been  most  felicitously 


limned,  and  on  eyerv  page  you  realise  a  sunny  smile  or 
two.  The  lines  ripple  along  with  the  charming  cadence  of 
a  tinkling  brook  as  the  characters  and  events  ripen  before 
vou  in  pleasing  pictures  of  mirth  and  jollity.  You  feel 
keenly  interested  at  the  author's  nimble  wit,  laugh 
heartily  over  hia  mock  heroics,  while  the  beauty  of  hia 
scenic  descriptions  evokes  your  earnest  admiration. 

The  work  as  a  whole  is  unflagging  in  interest  and  pre- 
sented with  considerable  cleverness.  The  gingerbread  is 
not  stale,  nor  is  there  any  sour  wine  served.  It  is  really 
a  herald  of  merriment,  full  of  that  sport  that  wrinkled 
care  derides,  and  is,  therefore,  reasonably  and  happily 
suggestive  that  it  had  been  written  in  an  after-dinner 
mood,  with  the  sparkle  of  the  champagne  and  the  delicious 
fragrance  of  the  luxurious  weed  in  full  companionship. 

It  will  make  about  125  pages,  and  be  handsomely 
embellished  on  each  page  with  marginal  ornamentation  by 
J.  L.  Ludlow,  and  issued  in  about  a  month.  The  volume 
is  dedicated  to  George  Dewey,  in  remembrance  of  the 
pleasant  days  the  author  passed  with  him  on  the  sunny 
shores  of  Greece.  A.  S. 


ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 
I  WAS  much  interested  in  the  display  which  now  occupies 
the  great  hall  of  the  Aquarium  as  the  "  Army  and  Navy 
Exhibition,"  Entering  from  the  Abbey  end  I  encountered 
different  collections  of  rifles,  revolvers,  and  ammunition  of 
all  kinds,  and  in  view  of  the  daily  discussions  in  which  one 
has  engaged  since  the  war  began  I  inspected  them  closely. 
What  took  my  faney  moat  in  this  branch  of  the  Exhibition 
was,_  however,  the  "  Colt "  new  quick-firing  gun.  Scarcely 
aa  big  as  a  magazine  rifle,  this  weapon  fires  no  less  than  380 
shots  a  minute,  and,  attached  to  Lord  Dundonald's 
carriage,  which  is  also  on  view,  it  can  be  driven  with 
wonderful  rapidity,  and  can  be  detached  and  brought  into 
action  in  a  few  seconds.  The  war  balloon  is  an  interesting 
exhibit,  but  next  to  the  gun  referred  to  I  was  most  engaged 
with  the  unique  collection  of  medals,  and  the  historical 
series  of  uniforms  and  accoutrements  which  cover  a  period 
extend ing_  from  Waterloo  to  the  Crimea.  The  whole  of 
the  exhibits  are  of  an  attractive  character,  and  the  season 
is  suitable  for  their  display.  The  Exhibition  wiU  remain 
open  until  July  7.  Dbagnet. 


Wotc5  from  i^c  Woxi^. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  accom- 
panied  the  Duchess  to  Balmoral  on  Saturday,  and  is  now 
renewing  his  acquaintance  with  the  Balmoral  pools  under 
more  favourable  auspices  than  was  the  case  on  his  two 
previous  spring  visits.  The  river  has  begun  to  get  down 
to  summer  level,  but  the  pools  are  reported  to  be  teeming 
with  fish,  and  anglers  on  the  adjoining  sections  have  been 
having  a  grand  time  of  it  during  the  past  three  weeks. 

Damage  to  the  amount  of  £2000  was  caused  by  the 
destruction  of  an  artificial  fish  pond  at  Battleby,  four 
miles  from  Perth,  recently.  The  pond  was  just  being 
finished,  and  had  been  planted  with  3000  Lochlevens  for 
Mr.  Ooates,  of  Paisley,  when  the  solid  concrete  wall,  210ft. 
long  and  from  10ft.  to  12ft.  broad,  forming  the  end  of  the 
lake,  gave  way  to  the  weight  of  waters  pressing  on  it,  and 
the  whole  concern  was  ruined  for  the  nonce. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Peck  has  taken  a  sub-let  of  the  shootings  and 
salmon  fishings  of  Ness  Castle  from  Lord  Alington. 


A  large  number  of  dead  and  sickly  fish  were  observed  in 
the  Leven  (Fife)  one  day  last  week.  The  fish  weighed 
from  lib.  to  21b.,  and  came  down  the  lade  of  the  Bonhill 
Works,  and  while  large  numbers  of  dead  and  sickly  fish 
were  found  in  the  lade  below  the  works,  others  in  the 
same  condition  were  found  above  the  works,  ao  that  the 
water  must  have  been  poisoned  in  the  lade  before  entering 
the_ works.  Mr.  Blair  and  others  interested  are  investi- 
gating the  case.  _____ 

A  plague  of  ooalfish  is  now  being  experienced  by  salmon 
fishers  in  the  Moray  Firth  district. 


The  Crown  Prince  of  Siam  and  his  brothers  spent  a 
month  on  the  Ythan  the  summer  before  last.  The  angUng 
was  poor  as  the  season  was  at  its  worst,  bat  he  learned 
golf.  Many_  in  the  district  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of  the 
Prince's  serious  illness.  He  was  a  prime  favourite  with 
all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  and  we  wish  him 
well  through  his  present  trouble.    He  is  now  at  Oxford. 


There  has  just  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  James 
Henderson,  taxidermist,  Dundee,  a  fine  specimen  of 
Seaton'a  buffoon  skira,  a  rara,  ams  on  the  east  coast  of 
Scotland.  It  was  found  by  the  salmon  fishers  entangled  in 
their  nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  Eden,  Fifeshire.  The 
specimen  measures  2ft.  in  length  and  3ft.  iin.  across  the 
outstretched  wings. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Hardie,  factor  at  Skibo  Castle  for  Mr. 
Andrew  Carnegie,  is  a  pisciculturist  of  no  mean  experience. 
He_  has  now  stocked  three  artificial  lochs  within  the 
policies,  the  water  being  supplied  from  the  Clashmore 
Burn.  Trout  as  heavy  aa  3Jlb.  are  quite  common,  and  the 
average  is  over  l^lb.  ____ 

Sir  Wm.  Brooks,  Bart.,  Glentana,  has  again  com- 
menced beautifying  Aboyne  Castle,  the  residence  and 
family  seat  of  his  son-in-law,  the  Marquis  of  Huntly. 
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EATON  &DELLER 

Croolsieca.  Xjctx3.e,  X^oxxdoxx  Bridge,  E3.0.,      1,  ^-ixjry  St.,  SI}.  JTEiiXxxea',  S.'W., 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(with  or  without  Ioci<fast  fittings)  at 

TTS/-   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  TTO/- 

SESXCTD     FOft.     H^I-XJSTHA."rEX>     CJ  A.  T -A.      O  C3- XT  E  ,     J  XT  ST     PXTBX^XSZZEIIS  . 


DO  NOT  FISH 


IN  COTTON-LINED 
TWEEDS. 


PURE  WOOL  TAILORS, 


42,  Conduit  Street, 
New  Bond  Street,  W. 

SEND  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  SPORTING  CATALOGUE. 

Telegrams— "  HiCHMOST,  London." 


MALGOM  &  CO. 


21/- 


AND 


25/- 


INVENTOBS  OP  THE 

TANNED  ANGOLA  WADERS. 

COMBINATION  BOOTS,  55/-. 

Light  FISHING  JACKETS,  15/6, 18/6,  &  21/-. 

E.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  in  Fishing  Gazette  says 
"  Malcom's  material  and  workmanship  are  unaur 
passed." 


3.  GREEN  STREET, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE. 

(Late  19.  LEICESTER  SQUARE ) 


CLOTH  BINDINa  CASES  POE  THE  "FISHING  QAZETTE" 

CAN  BE  HAD  IT  TH 

PUBLISHING    OFFICE,    BREAM'S    BUILDINGS,  E.G. 

Price  3s.  6d.        Post  Free  2S.  Qd. 


NOW  READY.— JUNE,  1900,  NUMBER  of 

SCRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

THE  FINEST  ILLUSTRATED  MAGAZINE  OF  THE  DAY. 
Price  One  Shilling. 


CONTENTS: 

DRAWING    (to    accompany    "HOW    A    PBESIDENT  IS 

ELECTED  ")  by  W.  Glaekens  Frontispiece. 

HOW  A  PRESIDENT  IS  ELECTED   A.  Macricb  Low, 

Illustrations  by  W.  Glaekens,  Henry  McOarter,  George  Gibbs, 
Howard  Giles.  C.  W.  Hawthorne,  F.  B.  Grager,E.  W.  Blaisdell, 
and  H.  W.  Ditzler. 

"  COPY  "  

A  DIALOGUE. 

THE  UNFINISHED  PORTRAIT   

A  Quatrain. 

DOWN  THE  KENTUCKY  ON  A  RAFT  

WITH  BUILER'S  COLUMN  

THE  BATTLE  OF  PIETEE'S  HILL    Illuetrations  drawn 
from  the  author's  photographs. 


EuiiB  Wharton. 


Edith  M.  Thomas. 


John  Fox,  Jon. 
BiCHABD  Hakdino  Davis 


WITH  THE  BOER  ARMY   

TflEIB  METHODS  OF  ATTACt  AND  DEFENCE. 

THE  STORY  OF  A  TIN  SOLDIER   

OLIVER  CROMWELL   

VI.  PEKSONAL  BOLE.  (Ooncluded.)  Illustrated  with 
original  drawings  by  F.  0.  Yohn  and  E.  0.  Peixotto,  and  with 
portraits. 

TRAIN  FOURTEEN   

A  Eailroad  Story.  Illustrations  by  B.  West  Clinedinst. 

TOMMY  AND  GRIZEL   

CHAPTERS  XVin.-XX.  (To  be  Continued.)  Full-page 
illustration  by  Bernard  Partridge. 

THE  PAINTINGS  OF  JOHN  MCLURE  HAMILTON  ... 

Illustrations  from  I  he  paintings  of  Mr.  Hamilton. 

TO  ART  

A  Sonnet. 

ARE  THE  PHILIPPINES  WORTH  HAVING  ?   

Illustrations  from  photographs  by  E.  0.  Boat. 

WHAT  IS  HISTORIC  ATMOSPHERE?  ... 


Thomas  F.  Millabd. 


Boy  Bolfb  Gilson. 
Thbodoeb  Eoosbvelt. 


Louis  0,  Sbnoeb. 


J.  M.  Barbie, 


Habbison  S.  Morris. 


LIZBTXU  WOODWOHTH  BBESR 


  Gborob  F.  Bkcker 

(^United  Slates  Oeologist.) 
  CHABLEb  Major 

(Author  o/"  When  Knighthood  was  in  Flower.") 
  William  J.  Lono. 


THE  WOODLAND  SPRING   

A  Poem. 

THE  POINT  OF  VIEW. 

AMEEIOAN   TYPES   IN   EUBOPEAN   FICTION  —  MEN 
AND  GOVEENMENTS. 

THE  FIELD  OF  ART. 

ON   COLODEING    STATHAEY   AND  AEOHITECTUBE. 
(John  La  Farge. ) 

ORDER   THROUGH   ANY  BOOKSELLER. 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


OGDEN  AND  SCOTFORD, 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Anglers,  Fly  Dressers,  and  Manufacturers  of  First-class  Rods  and  Tackle.  Original  Makers  of  the 
Multum-in-Par\^o  Trout  Rod  in  Greenheart,  Blue  Mahoe,  and  Built  Cane. 

O.  and  S.  have  a  very  large  and  varied  assortment  of  all  the  well-known  patterns  in  MAY  FLIES. 
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About  a  dozen  years  ago  Sir  William  acquired  the 
property  from  the  Marquis's  trustees  on  behalf  of  the 
Marchioness,  and  since  then  he  has  improved  the  fine 
avennes,  built  homesteads,  and  two  new  lodges. 


Lord  Hardwicke  and  the  Earl  of  Buchan  are  having  a 
brisk  time  of  it  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Dee.  The 
former  had  eight  and  the  latter  nine  fish  recently  in  two 
days'  angling  on  the  Lower  Invercaald  waters. 


Grilse  are  now  coming  away  in  more  gratifying  numbers 
and  heavier  weights  ;  4lb.  is  now  the  average  on  the 
Deveron,  but  they  are  somewhat  lighter  on  the  Dee. 
They  are  selling  at  28.  per  lb.,  but  there  has  been  a  slight 
rise  in  the  price  of  salmon. 


"The  young  sea  trout  in  the  river  Teign  average  51b. 
and  6lb.  in  weight,"  said  Mr.  Michael  More,  olerk  to  the 
Teign  Fishery  Board,  before  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Salmon,  at  Westminster,  on  the  sixth  day's  proceedings. 
If  correctly  reported,  "  young  sea  trout  51b.  and  61b.  " 
would  be  very  welcome  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  where  a 
31b.  sea  trout  is  considered  a  prize,  except  in  the  nets, 
where  they  are  got  up  to  81b.,  91b.,  and  121b.  sometimes. 
I  suspect  that  the  clerk  means  young  sea  trout  5oz.  and 
6oz. — three  to  the  pound,  and  what  are  usuilly  termed 
whitling  or  finnock.  A  sea  trout  of  51b.  or  61b.  weight  is 
a  pretty  old  fish.   

Another  witness  estimates  the  cost  of  salmon  parr  at 
£40  per  100,  i.e.,  83.  apiece  '.  It's  high  time  we  had  all 
turned  salmon  farmers  at  this  rate.  I  cannot  say  what 
pisciculturists  charge  for  salmon  parr,  as  I  have  not  a  list 
by  me  just  now,  but  I  should  thiuk  £i  per  100  quite  dear 
enough.  I  know  that  salmon  ova  can  be  collected  at  the 
cost  of  £15  per  million  eggs,  and  ninety  per  cent,  of  these 
reared  to  the  parr  stage.   

Supposing  the  o^st  was  £25  for  collecting  and  another 
£25  for  reariog  plant  (interest  on  capita)),  and  that  only 
ten  per  cent,  came  to  the  parr  stage,  one  and  two  years 
old,  yet  that  would  only  be  .£50  for  100,000  fry,  or  Is.  the 
100,  and  no  fishery  board  is  needing  to  pay  more.  We 
suspect  the  printer's  devil  has  been  at  work  somewhere. 


The  Ugie  has  been  yielding  very  well  lately,  June  being 
the  month  par  excellence  for  brown  trout  angling  in  these 
parts.  Since  the  nets  were  all  taken  off  and  the  river 
devoted  entirely  to  the  rod  matters  have  improved  vastly. 
The  average  is  fully  §lb.,  but  fish  up  to  41b.  were  got  last 
year.  Special  Scotch. 


(provincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  River  Avon  Improve- 
ment Association  was  held  at  Evesham  last  week,  Mr.  G. 
New,  the  Mayor  of  Evesham,  presiding.  The  nature  of 
the  business  transacted  was  to  bring  about  a  scheme  to 
improve  the  river  and  make  it  navigable  from  Tewkesbury 
to  Stratford.  The  river  has  long  been  neglected  in  this 
respect,  and  as  a  consequence  even  small  pleasure  boats 
have  a  difficulty  in  getting  up  the  river  even  as  far  as 
Bidford.  The  new  association  will  no  doubt  turn  their 
attent  ion  to  fish  and  also  the  fishing  of  the  river,  which, 
with  proper  protection,  would  be  the  very  best  coarse  fish 
river  in  the  country,  ^or  gome  years  past  g^eat  com- 
pliints  have  been  made  against  several  of  the  mill  owners, 
who,  by  their  actions  during  the  spawning  season,  have 
caused  a  great  destruction  of  fish  by  lowering  the  water  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  cause  a  great  quantity  of  the  spawn 
and  small  fish  to  be  destroyed.  If  the  new  association 
could  obtain  the  proper  control  of  the  river  and  make  a 
small  charge  to  the  anglers  for  fishing,  and  use  the  money 
to  improve  and  protect  the  river,  there  is  no  donbt  but 
what  the  Midland  anglers  would  give  them  their  hearty 
support.  By  this  means  funds  would  be  forthcoming  to 
carry  out  the  needful  improvements  required.  We  have 
bad  some  nice  weather  for  the  holidays,  and  a  large  number 
of  our  members  have  been  out  on  the  Severn  with  the 
hopes  of  obtaining  some  sport  with  the  trout.  The  Trent 
and  several  of  its  tributaries  have  also  been  patronised, 
but  nothing  of  any  importance  has  been  done.  Some  of 
our  members  have  been  out  eel  fishing,  and  have  met  with 
better  success  than  the  trout  fishermen.  The  Stratford 
and  Droitwich  canals  have  been  well  patronised,  and  in 
some  instances  catches  of  eels  from  31b.  to  81b.  have  been 
secured.  The  canal  at  Alrewas  has  also  been  fished,  and 
some  good  eels  have  been  taken  below  the  Cow  Bridge. 
Reports  come  to  hand  that  the  roach,  perch,  and  dace 
are  recovering  from  their  spawning,  and  that  when  the 
season  opens  the  fish  will  be  found  to  be  in  a  better  condi- 
tion than  one  could  expect,  but  I  hope  anglers  will  return 
to  the  water  all  fish  that  have  not  recovered.  The 
Harborne  Society  have  taken  to  two  pools  near 
Stoke  works.  The  pools  are  well  stocked  with  fish  of 
all  kinds,  and  the  members  are  anxious  for  the  season  to 
open  to  give  the  water  a  trial.  Mr.  G.  Stanley,  the 
manager  of  the  Trades  Exhibition  at  Biogley  Hall,  informs 
me  that  when  he  returns  to  Birmingham  next  year  he 
intends  making  a  larger  feature  of  the  specimen  fish 
display.  More  room  will  be  found,  so  that  the  cases  may 
be  better  seen,  and  that  several  novelties  will  be  introduced 
into  the  fish  section  that  will  make  the  show  one  of  the 
greatest  attractions  to  the  exhibition.   The  Birmingham 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  at  their  last  meeting  passed  a 
certain  resolution  as  to  the  size  of  fish  to  be  weighed -in  at 
their  annual  contest.  Another  meeting  will  be  held 
shortly,  when  there  is  no  doubt  bat  what  the  resolution 
will  be  rescinded,  and  the  recognised  scale  of  fish  be 
adopted.  The  quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Birming- 
ham Association  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  June  14  next. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather   in   this   district   during  Whitsuntide 
has  been  very  fair  on  the  whole,  yet  a  strong  north- 
easterly wind  prevailed  throughout  the  day  on  Monday, 
becoming  piercingly  cold  towards  evening ;  nevertheless 
most  of  onr  local  waters  were  in  grand  condition  for 
angling  operations,  especially  the  tidal  waters  of  the  river 
Hull,  where  the  majority  of  the  club  matches  were 
decided,  and,  although  they  had  an  adverse  wind  to 
contend  with,  some  good  catches  of  flounders  and  eels 
were  made,  and  odd  good-sized  trout  were  also  met  with 
in  various  parts  of  the  river,  one  being  taken  in  the 
Brigham  district  scaling  well  on  to  31b.,  and  in  the  lower 
waters  one  of  about  Ijlb.  was  taken  near  to  Weel  Ferry. 
The  £6  open  match  (promoted  by  Mr.  Walter  Scott,  of 
the  Beverley  Foresters'  Angling  Society)  took  place  on 
Monday  at  Weel  Ferry,  when  187  anglers  from  Hull, 
Beverley,  and  district  entered  into  the  contest,  the  first 
three  prizes  being  taken  by  Hull  anglers,  Mr.  G.  Thomp- 
son, of  the  Brunswick  Angling  Society,  securing  the  first 
with  21b.  5|oz.  of  fish  ;  and  the  fourth  prize  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Skinner,  of  Beverley.   At  Pigham  the  River  Hull 
Society  decided  their  first  match  of  the  season  for  several 
nice  prizes,  Mr.  Joseph  Powell  taking  the  first  with 
21b.  8|oz.  ;  Mr,  E.  Nicholson,  second, 21b.  IJoz. ;  and  Mr. 
Fred  Owbridge,  third,  with  lib.  lOoz. ;  and  lower  down 
the  river,  on  Minto  Flatts,  the   Albion  Association 
decided  their  match,  Mr.  Frank  Carle  securing  the  first 
prize  with  21b.  8oz. ;  and  at  the  Excelsior  Angling 
Society's  match,  which  took  place  at  Calley,  Mr.  John 
Daddy  was  again  to  the  front  with  lib.  lOf  oz.    The  Hull 
Ramblers'  Association  also  fished  a  match  at  Wawne 
Ferry,  Mr,  J.  Hughes   taking  the   first  prize  with 
lib.  lOioz. ;  Mr.  B.  Wilcox  second,  with  lib.  lOoz. ;  and  Mr. 
W.  Cheeseman  third,  with  lib.  S^oz.  Messrs.  Reckitt  and 
Son's  Employees*  A.S.  fished  a  match  on  the  river  at 
Weel  Ferry  the  other  day,  but  had  only  very  indifferent 
sport,  owing  to  unfavourable  weather  on  the  day  in  question  ; 
Messrs.  W.  Yates,  J.  Kent,  and  S.  Hardy  were  the  first 
three  winners.    Mr.  J.  Eastwood,  of  the  Stone  Ferry 
Angling  Club,  whilst  worm  fishing  for  flounders  at  Wawne 
one  day  last  week,  caught  a  nice  trout  that  scaled 
lib.  9Joz.    There  have  been  several  very  good  trout  taken 
in  this  district  recently,  and  lower  down,  from  Dunswell 
to  Burton  Hall,  some  very  heavy  fish  are  on  the  move, 
presumably  salmon  trout,  which  will  now  be  making  up 
the  river  from  the  Humber.    Our  local  societies  are  very 
busy  at  present  in  holding  meetings  at  the  various  club 
housfs  to  select  their  teams  to  fish  in  the  "Cutting" 
Challenge   Cup    Competition   and    Hull  Preservation 
Society's  open  match  at  Ferriby  Sluice  on  the  Ancholme  on 
the  opening  day  for  coarse  fish,  viz. :  June  16.   At  the 
Waltonian  Society's  last  meeting  Mr.  H.  W.  Woollook  was 
awarded  the  society's  gold  medal  for  most  points  during 
the  past  season,  and  Mr.  E.  Allison  a  special  prize  for  the 
heaviest  roach.    This  club  fish  their  second  match  this 
season  on  the  Hull  at  Dunswell  to-day  (Saturday).  Messrs. 
Blundells'  Employees'  Club  will  open  their  season  on  June 
16,  and  on  June  17  the  North  Myton   Angling  Asso- 
ciation meet  at  Hull  Bridge  to  fish  their  first  match  of  the 
season.    At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Sandringham  A.S.  the 
sum  of  32s.  was  subscribed  to  the  Fisheroian's  Fund. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Warrington  anglers  are  making  the  most  of  their 
holidays  for  getting  in  a  few  days ;  they  however,  in 
common  with  many  others,  complain  of  the  low,  clear 
water  as  being  against  good  fishing.  The  Gowy  has  been 
well  patronised,  but  only  a  few  trout  fell  to  the  bottom 
fisher,  though  the  rise  in  the  evening  to  the  Black  Gnat 
was  good.  Eels  were  again  on  the  move,  and  as  a  rule 
good  catches  were  made.  The  specimens  recorded  so  far 
since  the  beginning  of  1900  areas  follows:  Trout  llfoz., 
dace  lOJoz.,  roach  lib.  9|oz.,  all  from  the  Gowy;  and 
bream  2lb.  2Joz.,  from  the  Dee.  The  Supplementary 
Society,  with  commendable  courtesy,  have  altered  the 
date  of  their  match  from  Sept.  1  to  the  8th,  as  it  clashed 
with  the  Bridgewater  Challenge  Shield  Competition.  In 
consequence  of  drawing  the  water  from  a  reservoir 
near  Bolton  a  very  fine  roach  has  been  obtained, 
and  _  is  now  being  set  up.  The  weight  of  this 
specimen  is  over  31b.,  and  that  it  is  a  pure 
roach  is  vouched  for  by  several  old  fishermen. 
When  on  view  the  writer  has  been  invited  to  go  and 
inspect  this  splendid  fish,  and  may  then  have  further  news 
for  these  notes.  For  a  moment  harking  back  to  Warring- 
ton, there  is  in  that  town  a  park,  and  in  that  park  a  fish 
hatchery.  Within  the  last  few  days  some  youngsters 
hatched  on  the  premises  have  been  turned  out,  and  the 
amount  of  interest  aroused  in  the  town,  and  the  multitudes 
who  are  studiously  watching  the  ponds,  &o.,  must  be 
highly  gratifying  to  all  concerned.  There  is  a  fair  quantity 
of  news  to  hand  from  the  city  of  Liverpool.  The  Nelson 
Club  continues  to  enlarge  its  roll  call,  and  their  Raby  water 
has  been  fishing  well,  but  the  fish  had  to  be  at  once 
returned.  The  Edgehill  Club  are  still  prospecting  for  suit- 
able club  waters,  and  have  arranged  a  match  for  June  17 
at  Maghull.  The  Cyprus  Club  continues  to  prosper.  The 
West  Derby  Anglers  hold  a  smoker  on  the  14th.  The 
Centrals  have  arranged  two  matches,  one  for  the  17th  at 
Eccleston  Ferry,  and  the  other  on  the  21st  at  Bangor-on- 
Dee.  Valuable  prizes  are  offered.  Our  tivers  all  appear 
to  be  suffering  from  scarcity  of  water.  The  Ribble  is  of 
very  little  account,  except  in  the  evening,  when  occasional 
catches  have  been  made  with  the  Alder.  Migratory  trout 
have  been  seen  at  Garstang  in  the  Wyre,  but  are  not 


taking  the  fly  freely.  Evening  fishing  is  the  best.  The 
Lnne  and  its  tributaries  have  yielded  a  few  trout,  three 
brace  being  about  the  best  basket.  The  best  flies  have 
been  Wood  Owl,  Dark  Snipe,  Black  Gnat,  and  Dotterel. 
Otters  are  reported  becoming  more  numerous. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 
The  Whitsuntide  holidays  have  not  been  attended  with 
the  kind  of  weather  usually  expected  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  and  trout  angling  has  not  been  productive  of  very 
successful  sport.  For  some  weeks  past  excessively  cold 
winds  have  blown  from  the  north-east,  and  although  they 
have  been  tempered  somewhat  by  sunshine  in  the  daytime, 
the  fish  have  shown  no  inclination  to  rise  to  the  fly. 
Notwithstanding  this,  many  rods  tried  their  luck  on 
Monday,  but  the  majority  of  sportsmen  had  a  very  dis- 
appointing day.  Bottom  fishermen  captured  a  few  trout 
with  the  worm,  maggot,  and  ant  egg  ;  but,  comparatively 
speaking,  the  sport  was  of  the  tamest  description.  The 
continued  absence  of  rain  is  now  beginning  to  affect  the 
waters,  which,  for  the  most  part,  have  remained  in  good 
order  since  the  commencement  of  the  season.  It  is  a 
thousand  pities,  therefore,  that  the  atmospherical  con- 
ditions have  been  unfavourable,  otherwise  the  season 
would  have  probably  been  one  of  the  best  experienced  for 
some  years. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  ia  with  great  regret  that  we  learn  of  the  death  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Bailey,  of  this  city.  Fishermen  of  twenty 
years  ago  will  remember  that  he  formed  one  of  a  band  of 
enthusiasts  who  worked  hard  to  federate  the  local  clubs 
into  the  late  Manchester  District  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Asscoiation,  whose  identity  is  now  sunk  in  the  County 
Palatine  Anglers'  Association.  Another  item  which 
received  his  undivided  attention  was  the  agitation  for 
acquiring  railway  privileges  for  anglers,  and  with  a  measure 
of  success.  These  remarks  are  penned  for  the  younger 
end  of  our  men ;  the  older  ones  need  no  reminder  of  the 
genial  and  ever  ready  Tom  Bailey,  as  he  was  familiarly 
called.  On  June  2  he  tackled  up,  and  now  rests  in  the 
Southern  Cemetery  after  a  useful  and  hard-working  life 
of  fifty-five  years.  The  closing  of  Poynton  Pool  to  the 
public  has  been  a  great  loss  to  our  locals,  many  of  whom 
generally  managed  to  get  in  a  day  there  during  Whitsun- 
tide. It  was  a  handy  resort  for  one  day  to  those  who 
could  not  get  away  for  a  longer  period  owing  to  business 
demanding  daily  attention.  The  Moss  Side  Socials,  at 
the  last  meeting,  were  busy  arranging  for  the  opening  of 
their  championship  competition.  After  some  discussicn  it 
was  decided  to  fish  the  first  series  of  contests  on  June  30 
and  two  following  days  at  Drinkwater  Park.  At  the  next 
meeting  on  June  18  the  final  rules  and  regulations  will  be 
arranged  and  referee  elected.  There  is  every  reason  why 
there  should  be  a  good  muster  at  the  next  meeting  so 
that  the  members  may  select  their  own  date  for  fishing. 
The  County  Palatine  Anglers'  Association  have  issued  the 
rules  and  regulations  to  govern  the  second  annual  silver 
grid  challenge  cup  competition,  which  is  fixed  for  July  7, 
in  the  Poynton  canal.  Entries  close  on  July  3,  and  the 
draw  takes  place  at  headquarters  on  July  4.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Prax,  the  donor  of  the  trophy,  will  act  as  referee,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  competitors  will  strictly  obey  every  con- 
dition, and  thus  make  the  duties  of  the  referee  as  easy 
and  pleasant  as  possible.  A  remarkable  catch  is  reported, 
that  of  a  rainbow  trout  containing  eyed  ova ;  the  captcr 
declared  it  was  a  Wyresdale  fish  because  it  had  those  little 
blaok  spots  in  the  ova  that  Captain  Ormrod  spoke  of  in 
his  lecture.  One  of  our  Manchester  rods,  now  at 
Llanymynech,  speaks  of  having  plenty  of  fun,  but  not 
much  fishing,  as  the  rivers  are  very  low.  One  day  four 
rods  fished  six  hours,  and  caught  eight  fish.  The  country 
in  this  district  is  looking  beautiful,  and  the  visitors  are 
indulging  in  driving  all  over  the  district,  as  some 
compensation  for  poor  sport  at  fishing. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  legitimate  season  will  open  to-day  week,  and 
prospects  at  the  period  of  writing  were  all  that  could  be 
desired.  Thousands  of  coarse  fish  are  still  on  the  scouring 
grounds,  and,  with  warmer  weather  prevailing,  they  wiU 
the  more  rapidly  seek  the  ordinary  swims.  A  few  brace 
of  trout  have,  since  last  week,  been  creeled  on  the  Greet 
and  Dover  Beck,  and  it  is  reported  that  the  May  Fly  has 
appeared  on  the  former  river.  Members  of  the  City  of 
Wellington  Society  tried  the  Shardlow  waters  during  the 
holidays  with  fly,  and  several  large  Lochleven  trout  were 
landed.  They  were,  however,  returned.  The  Notts 
Protection  Society's  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  the  12th, 
at  the  Seven  Stars  Inn,  when  the  chair  wiU  be  taken  by 
Councillor  Lovett,  with  Mr.  W.  Hames  in  the  vice-chair. 
The  society  is  in  a  good  position  financially. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  very  changeable  weather  we  have  experienced,  p;u:- 
ticularly  the  bitter  cold  nights,  has  had  the  effect  of 
making  angling  in  our  immediate  neighbourhood  of  a  very 
variable  character.  Dam  Flask  still  holds  first  place  for 
providing  the  best  sport,  though  one  day  a  very  expert 
angler  only  accounted  for  one  fish  the  whole  day.  Those 
who  have  the  coveted  permission  to  fish  the  waters — the 
number  is  limited  very  strictly  np  to  July,  the  present, 
with  warm  weather,  being  the  pick  of  the  season — have 
been  very  busy  during  the  holidays,  and,  with  the  weather 
set,  have  done  fairly  well  this  week.  Nearly  all  the 
anglers  have  been  bottom  fishing,  and  the  baskets  have 
averaged  about  three  to  four  brace.  The  fish  have  all  been 
nice  specimens  of  about  lib.  apiece.  One  very  nice 
dish  of  two  brace  drew  the  scale  at  over  31b.  7oz, 
Maggots  have  been  the  killing  bait.  In  the 
waters  higher  up  the  valley  fair  sport  has  been 
met  with,  though  the  fish  have  run  rather  on 
the  small  side.  The  Sheaf  has  fished  but  poorly,  and 
this  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  stream  is 
only  small,  and  is  being  sadly  interfered  with  by  the 


438 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[June  9,  1900 


extension  of  the  city,  building  operations  being  in  progress 
all  along  the  banks  for  some  distance.  Fly  fishing  has 
been  fairly  snccessful  on  the  Wye  and  Derwent.  Some 
good  braces  of  trout  have  been  secured  from  the  Trent, 
and  the  reports  regarding  coarse  fish  in  these  waters  are 
exceedingly  satisfactory,  the  outlook  being  very  bright. 
In  a  sweepstakes  fished  in  the  Chesterfield  and  Stockwith 
Canal  the  first  prize,  a  gold  medal  and  £5,  was  taken 
by  a  catch  of  7Joz.,  whilst  the  ninth  prize  was  divided 
amongst  five  competitors  with  ^oz  each. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  charming  weather  for  the  holidays,  and  a 
great  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  but  sport  among 
the  trout  was  very  tame  indeed.  Some  travelled  a  long 
distance  to  reputed  good  water,  and  came  home  with  only 
a  brace  or  two  of  fish.  The  May  Fly  was  out  thick,  but 
neither  the  natural  or  artificial  fly  would  tempt  them,  and 
maggot  or  worm  they  wotild  not  look  at.  On  the  Teme, 
above  Stanford  Bridge,  the  grayling  were  far  more  in 
evidence,  and  a  number  were  hooked  and  returned  to  the 
river  again,  but  a  few  brace  were  creeled  by  some  so- 
called  sportsmen,  who  said  they  were  in  good  condition. 
The  Severn  Fishery  Board  are  supposed  to  protect  the 
coarse  fish  during  the  close  season,  but  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday  large  numbers  of  the  pot-hunting  fraternity 
lined  the  banks  of  the  river  and  weirs,  and  took  large 
quantities  of  roach  and  chub  quite  unfit  for  human  food, 
and  which  would  soon  have  contributed  to  the  diminished 
stock  of  fish  in  the  river.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted. 
The  cold  east  wind  has  apparently  passed  away,  and  this 
Wednesday  we  have  the  first  summer  day  this  season,  and 
should  we  be  favoured  with  a  continuance  of  similar 
weather  sport  must  be  better.  The  clubs  have  been  active 
of  late.  Most  of  them  have  arranged  their  first  contests, 
and  as  soon  as  the  close  season  ends  many  of  their 
members  will  be  busy  among  the  coarse  fish.  The  dace 
are  in  fair  condition  already,  and  should  afford  good  sport. 
Samlets  have  been  a  bit  too  active  this  week,  and  I  fear  a 
good  many  of  them  formed  a  toothsome  morsel  for  those 
who  seldom  taste  salmon  of  larger  growth.  The  nets  have 
taken  bnt  few  salmon. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Though  the  north-easterly  current  has  prevailed  with 
persistency,  the  clouds  have  been  dissolved,  and  shining 
from  a  clear  sky  the  sun  has  raised  the  temperature  con- 
siderably. The  great  drawback  to  successful  angling  is 
the  low  and  clear  state  of  the  streams,  which  stand  more 
and  more  in  need  of  freshets.  There  seems  no  immediate 
prospect  of  much  rain,  however.  Rodmen  are  doing  their 
best  with  the  Stone  Midge,  Knotted  Midge,  Poult  Bloa, 
and  Black  Midge,  and  in  the  evening  the  Brown  Owl, 
Bracken  Clock,  Knotted  Midge,  and  Stone  Midge  are 
found  to  be  useful  lures  for  trout.  The  appearance  of  the 
country,  notwithstanding  the  droughty  tendency,  is 
beautiful,  but  rain  as  well  as  warmth  enters  into  the 
desideratum  of  anglers  at  the  present  time.  The  week- 
end reports  showed  fair  results  in  Yoredale  and  Wensley- 
dale,  and  less  encouraging  experience  in  Swaledale. 
Considering  the  drawbacks,  however,  there  was  good  all- 
round  sport.  The  fact  is  noted  that  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  have  appointed  several  policemen  water 
bailiffs,  and  the  hope  is  expressed  that  these  ofiScials  will 
not  only  keep  a  sharp  look-out  that  all  anglers  are  duly 
provided  with  licences,  but  also  take  notice  of  un- 
scrupulous anglers  who  pay  no  attention  to  close  time.  Sea 
angling  prospects  should  improve  with  the  better  weather. 
Anglers  visiting  Scarborough  are  reminded  that  Sculby 
Beck  is  a  strictly  preserved  trout  stream.  It  is  in  the 
hands  of  one  club,  but  day  tickets  may  be  obtained. 
Bumiston  Beck  is  also  a  trout  stream,  and  preserved,  no 
tickets  being  issued.  There  is  a  good  supply  of  trout  in 
Hayburn  Wyke  stream,  and  fishing  tickets  can  be  had  on 
payment  of  6d.  per  day  at  the  hotel  adjoining  the  railway 
station.  The  stream  being  heavily  wooded,  fly  fishing  is 
impracticable,  but  upstream  worm  fishing  secures  good 
baskets  of  little  burn  trout. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
Thk  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  66  and  66, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

8501.  Francis  Clay,  Leadenhall-street,  London. 
"  Improvements  in  and  in  connection  with 
winches  or  reels  for  use  in  angling." 

868!».  H.  B.  Minshull,  Temple-street,  Birmingham. 
"  Improvements  in  or  relating  to  landing  nets 
for  angling  purposes." 

1743.  Fishing.  Patentees  :  Messrs.  L.  W.  Scotford, 
Cheltenham,  and  A.  Cruickshanks,  Carrick-ou- 
Sbannon.  Relates  to  reels  and  winches. 
Springs  are  threaded  upon  the  spindle,  so  that 
by  screwing  up  the  nut  braking  may  be  effected. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

H.  W.  L.  8.— Olad  the  reply  about  flies  for  the 
Ardennes  was  not  too  late. 

A.  W.  B.  (Brighton). — The  fish  you  sent  was  in  our 
opinion  a  young  bull  trout ;  we  sent  it  to  Mr.  G.  A. 
Bonleng<^r,  F.ll.8.,  of  the  Natural  History  Museum, 
South  Kemington,  and  he  confirms  this:  "The  fish  is  a 
young  sewin  or  bull  trout  (Halmo  camhricuH),  a  form 
which  I  regard  as  merely  a  variety  of  Bahno  Iriilia.  It 
has  the  projecting  subopercnlum  and  the  low  number 
(forty-two)  of  pvloric  apiwndages  characteristic  of  Halmo 
carn(/rtCM»."— Yours  faithfully,       O.  A.  Bol'LKNOER. 


We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.'^ 

FISH  AND  THEIR  ENEMIES. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Northern  Whig." 

SiE, — Some  of  the  evidence  given  before  the  Viceregal 
Fishery  Commission  appears  to  me  rather  peculiar;  for 
instance,  Mr.  Robert  M'Kane  J.P.,  says  that  he  does  not 
think  flax-water  does  the  salmon  any  harm,  and  gives  as 
a  reason  that  the  salmon  only  "  come  up  on  the  floods, 
and  the  fry  make  to  the  sea  before  the  flax  seaeon  comes 
on."  But  it  was  a  proved  fact,  as  long  ago  as  1863,  that 
"the  fry  remain  one,  two,  and  in  some  cases  three  years  in 
the  river  as  parr  before  going  down  to  the  sea, ' '  and  this  fact 
is  reiterated  in  the  Badminton  Library  book  on  salmon  in 
1889.  How,  then,  do  parr  escape  harm  ?  With  regard  to 
the  poisoning  of  the  Sixmilewater  that  runs  through 
Antrui,  no  mention  was  made  of  the  trout — those  that 
remain  in  it,  I  mean,  not  migratory  lough  trout — that, 
when  not  actually  killed,  lose  all  the  fin-rays  from  the 
caudal-fin,  and  have  only  the  stump  of  the  body  remaining. 
This,  sir,  is  a  fact  I  could  hardly  believe  until  my  cousin 
went  and  caught  some  in  this  state,  and  told  me  the  locals 
said,  "  There  were  lots  like  that."— Yonrs,  &c., 

D.  L.  Delacherois,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

The  Manor  Hoase,  Donaghadee,  Co.  Down. 

KILLARNEY  LAKES. 

Sir, — I  know  you  are  a  lover  of  the  gentle  art,  and 
would  like  to  give  a  helping  hand  to  try  to  restore  the  long 
neglected  Irish  fisheries,  where  so  many  English  anglers 
visit  our  beautiful  waters  in  search  of  sport,  and  spend 
their  money  freely.  We  were  in  expectations  of  good 
results  when  Lord  Howth  and  others  asked  for  a  Royal 
Commission,  and  we,  the  anglers  and  fishermen  of 
Killamey  No.  7  district,  thought  some  of  our  practical 
fishermen  would  be  examined  before  them  and  men  of 
experience  of  a  lifetime  among  the  waters  of  the  far-famed 
Killamey  Lakes,  Glen  Cave,  and  Waterville ;  but,  alas  ! 
the  old  story  over  again.  Carefully  following  up  the 
evidence  already  before  the  Commission  from  proprietors 
of  net  fisheries,  agents  of  net  fisheries,  netsmen,  and 
others  having  an  interest  in  netting,  directly 
or  indirectly  receiving  rents  for  same,  or  living 
by  such,  they  all  unanimously  agree  that  the  great 
failure  of  the  fisheries  in  Ireland  is  due  to  the 
poaching  in  winter  time,  poisoning  of  rivers,  sea- 
gulls, otters,  cormorants,  dogfish,_  pollack,  &o.  Those  are 
the  enemies  of  the  fisheries,  and  it  is  to  the  above  they  all 
attribute  the  great  failure  of  our  fishing  in  Ireland. 
Those  gentlemen  would  like  to  say  nothing  about  the  over- 
netting  or  over  length  of  net,  nothing  about  the  present 
size  of  small  mesh,  which  capture  the  small  fish  and  leave 
nothing  behind  them  ;  nothing  about  the  fine  twines  used 
in  nets  at  present,  nothing  about  the  uniform  mesh, 
which  mesh  fish  in  eaoh  wing  and  give  them  no  chance  of 
escape  to  the  spawning  ground.  All  those  nets  are  now 
made  of  the  very  best  twines,  so  as  to  capture  salmon  in 
the  lowest  watar  and  the  brightest  weather.  Besides, 
netsmen  are  getting  so  expert  nowadays  that  salmon  have 
little  or  no  chance  of  escape. 

Some  few  years  back  the  net  on  Killamey  Lakes  was 
160yds  long.  At  present  it  is  195yds.  This,  with  about 
200yds.  of  rope  at  each  side  on  thirty-four  different 
hauling  grounds  on  KiUaraey  Lakes,  surely  wants  some 
overhauling.  Surely  those  nets,  as  well  as  others,  ought 
to  be  limited  to  certain  lengths.  The  size  of  the  present 
smallest  mesh  is  l|in.  from  knot  to  knot.  Those  deadly 
nets  kill  our  supply  of  spawning  fish  during  the  month  of 
July,  and  take  all  the  heavy-laden  fish.  This  is  what  has 
deprived  our  spawning  beds  of  a  supply  of  fish,  and 
the  few  we  have  at  present  are  all  light  fish,  and 
are  not  as  good  as  the  heavy  ones  for  spawning, 
and  this  is  why  our  spawning  seasons  are  getting  later 
each  year.  And  this  is  what  1ms  destroyed  the  Killamey, 
or  No.  7  district,  net  fishing  in  July,  over  length  of  net 
and  small  mesh  ;  and  until  netting  in  this  month  on  the 
Killamey  No  7  district  is  stopped  little  hope  may  be 
expected  from  those  waters,  which  were  once  a  far-famed 
resort  for  anglers  to  visit.  Why  not  give  anglers  a  chance 
of  being  examined,  and  are  not  our  salmon  from  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view  as  valuable  as  the  net  fish,  not  to 
mind  the  circulation  of  money  spent  by  gentlemen  who 
visit  our  lakes  and  rivers  ?  The  following  will  give  your 
readers  an  idea  of  the  salmon  taken  on  Killamey  Lakes  by 
men  who  made  their  living  by  the  same  :— 
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Since  then  the  take  of  salmon  has  gradually  been  getting 
worse,  and  it  is  about  time  something  should  be  done  to 
restore  this  long-felt  want. 

I  hope  to  make  some  suggestions  which,  I  believe,  would 
help  the  fisheries,  and  make  them  what  they  once  were. — 
Yours,  &c.,  T.  M'Carthy. 

The  Anglers'  Rest,  Waterville 
(late  of  Killamey  Lakes). 


PEK8BRVING  MINNOWS  AND  SMALL  BAITS. 

Dkak  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  any  of  your 
correspondents  who  will  inform  me  what  is  the  best  way  to 
preserve  minnows  and  other  small  baits  for  fishing  with. — 
Yours  truly,  R.  A.  0. 


TROUT  FISHING. 
Sir,— Amongst  your  readers  may  be  a  clergyman  more 
favourably  situated  than  I  am  as  to  rural  scenery  and  good 
trout  fishing,  who  would  be  glad  to  help  an  overworked 
London  brother-clergyman  to  some  good  trout  fishing,  fly 
and  clear  worm.  As  he  has  not  been  away  from  his  large 
poor  parish  for  three  years,  such  angling  with  quiet,  lovely 
scenery  would  be  a  boon  to  him. — From  your  constant 
reader,  _____   A  London  Parson. 

THAT  THAMES  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — Whilst  reading  the  current  number  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  I  saw  under  Club  Reports  that  the  Acton 
Piscatorials  have  just  had  their  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes.  Amongst  the  prize  winners  is 
mentioned  a  member  winning  a  coffee  pot  for  the  largest 
salmon  from  the  Thames.  Is  this  the  tale  of  the  old  iron 
pot  ?  I  should  be  very  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
can  give  me  the  tip  where  to  go  to  get  salmon  from  the 
Thames,  as  I  should  think  it  must  be  a  few  days  ago  that 
salmon  were  to  be  had  in  the  Thames.  I  don't  know  what 
yon  think.  Thanking  you  for  space  to  insert  this  letter. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  Falkner 

(A  London  club  angler). 

[The  writer  of  the_  Acton  Piscatorial  report  certainly 
used  the  words  as  plainly  as  any  other  part  of  the  report. 
We  should  like  to  capture  a  nice  Thames  salmon  without 
the  inducement  of  a  "  coffee  pot "  prize.  Perhaps  Mr. 
Howell,  the  secretary,  will  kindly  explain.] 

TO  OBTAIN  GENTLES. 
Sir, — If  "  Gotsam"  will  take  the  trouble  to  look  under 
"  Special  Prepaid  Advertisements  "  in  Fishing  Gazette  he 
wiU  see  where  to  get  gentles  at  any  time. 

I  have  seen  scores  of  anglers  with  their  gentles  exposed 
to  the  sun  on  a  hot  scorching  day,  and  then  wonder  that 
they  turned  into  chrysalides.   What  else  could  they  expect 
them  to  change  to  in  such  circumstances  ? — Yours  truly, 
  H,  0. 

SAND-EELS. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  where  I  can  procure  sand-eels  from,  either  fresh 
or  preserved  ?  I  prefer  them  fresh  so  that  I  can  preserve 
them  myself. — Yours  truly,  A.  W.  S. 

Lockerbie.  ___ 

FISHING  AT  FOXFORD,  CO.  MAYO. 
Sir, — I  wish  to  inform  you  that  salmon  fishing  is  good 
for  past  ten  days.  There  were  six  fine  fish  landed  by  Mr. 
Roch,  largest  17ilb.,  and  smallest  101b.  He  had  several 
others  hooked,  all  got  at  Pontoon  Bridge.  There  is  good 
trout  fishing  just  now.  The  largest  I  have  heard  of  was 
8ilb.,  killed  by  Mr.  Hoban  at  Masbrook.  Mr.  Mitchell  is 
getting  good  sport ;  got  two  large  salmon  last  week,  and  is 
getting  good  trout  fishing.— Yours,  &o.,  P.  Healy. 
_The  Anglers'  Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

FISHING  IN  LOCH  GA.RRY  AND  LOCH 
RANNOCH.  • 

Dear  Sir,— Permit  me  to  thank  "  E.  B.  H."  through 
your  columns  for  his  reply  to  my  query  about  the  fishing 
in  Loch  Garry.  I  confess  I  should  have  preferred  an 
answer  based  on  personal  knowledge  rather  than  a 
reference  to  even  so  well-known  a  work  as  the  "  Sports- 
man's Guide,"  a  book  I  know  very  well  indeed.  My 
experience  has  been  that  no  work  of  referenoe  is  quite  so 
satisfactory  as  information  from  a  reliable  private  source. 
Books  of  reference  are  apt  to  be  just  a  trifle  optimistic, 
inspired  doubtless  by  something  of  the  spirit  of  the  Irish 
native  who  informed  the  Saxon  tourist  that  "  shure  the 
water's  just  stiff  wid  'em." 

I  notice  that  "  E.  E.  H."  has  a  letter  about  Loch 
Rannooh.  That  is  a  lake  of  which  I  am  very  fond,  and 
may  claim  to  know  a  little  about,  seeing  that  my  visits 
there  must  be  running  into  double  figures.  No  little 
trumpery  two  or  three  day  visits,  either,  but  solid  weeks 
on  each  occasion.  The  lake,  apart  from  its  great  beauty, 
is  a  very  interesting  one  from  the  fact  of  its  being  almost 
(if  not  in  fact  quite)  the  only  one  that  is  larger,  far  larger, 
now  than  of  old.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  west  end,  over 
which  there  is  now  a  depth  of  Oft.  to  10ft.  of  water,  was 
dry  land  quite  within  historic  times.  The  west  end  forms  the 
best  fishing  ground  in  May,  June,  and  July,  the  floor  of  the 
loch  is  pure  white  sand,  and  the  trout  are  perfectly  lovely, 
and  as  yellow  as  new  minted  sovereigns.  In  August  the 
fishing  is  generally  very  bad,  but  in  September  it  gets  good 
at  the  east  end,  the  trout  dropping  back  into  deeper  water 
as  the  temperature  cools  the  shallow  west  end.  For  the 
last  three  years  the  September  fishing  has  been  deplorably 
bad,  why  I  cannot  pretend  to  say,  certainly  it  cannot  be 
put  down  altogether  to  uncertain  weather,  thoagh  last 
September  was  stormy.  But  I  can  never  forget  some 
splendid  da^s  that  I  have  had  in  September,  and  gamer, 
better-conditioned  fish  don't  exist  in  Scotland — at  least  I 
have  not  come  across  them. 

The  only  complete  record  I  have  is  September,  1895. 
In  that  month  my  brother-in-law  and  I,  fishing  together, 
caught  (or  at  least  kept,  because  we  return  the  small  ones) 
257  trout — of  these  232  were  from  the  loch.  Of  course 
we  did  not  fish  every  day,  nor  always  full  days,  bnt  on 
the  thirteen  complete  days  that  we  fished  on  the  loch 
we  caught  218  trout ;  their  average  would  be  fully  ^Ib. 
(I  think  that  is  a  little  above  the  natural  average  of  the 
lake,  but,  as  I  have  indicated  above,  we  returned  the 
small  trout), 

I  hope  the  foregoing  notes,  which  I  can  personally 
Touch,  may  be  useful.  I  cannot  close  this  without 
testifying  to  the  unfailing  kindness  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gow, 
whose  new  hotel,  "  The  Loch  Rannooh,'*  is  most 
comfortable.  The  view  from  it  is  simply  enchanting.— 
I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully,  Q. 


June  16,  1900] 
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Occasional  Notes. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  have  again  to 
chronicle  the  deaths  of  men  well  known  in  the 
angling  world — Mr.  H.  R.  Francis,  M.A.,  and  Sir 
Wm.  Cnnliffe  Brooks.  Mr.  Francis  was  in  his 
90th  year,  ha-vdng  been  bom  in  1811,  and  he  was 
a  firm  believer  in  the  intimate  connection  between 
angling  and  longevity.  Sir  Wm.  Cunliffe  Brooks 
was  over  eighty,  having  been  bom  in  1819.  He 
was  a  member  of  Parliament  for  many  years. 


Ibish  Fish  do  not  Like  the  Change  in  the 
Climate. 

I  have  heard  a  good  many  reasons  given  for 
non-success  on  the  part  of  anglers,  such  as  that 
the  water  was  too  wet  or  too  dry,  or  something  or 
other  was  "  too  "  something  or  other,  but  I  do  not 
remember  a  falling  off  in  funds  and  in  fishing 
being  put  down  to  a  change  in  the  climate ! 

Anglers  ought  to  make  a  note  of  that — it  is  so 
conclusive— and  when  we  are  asked  why  we  have 


had  bad  sport,  instead  of  trotting  out  one  of  the 
well-wora  old  excuses  and  blaming  the  water,  or 
the  weeds,  or  the  wind,  or  the  weather,  we  need 
simply  mention  the  "  change  in  the  climate." 

"  The  climate  of  Ireland  is  not  what  it  was,  nor 
are  the  seasons  so  regular  as  was  once  the  case." 
Poor  ould  Oireland  !  So  this  is  the  reason  that 
the  "  sport  among  the  finny  tribe  all  over  the 
country  is  of  late  wretchedly  bad  to  what  it  used 
to  be,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  West- 
meath  Lakes,  together  with  those  of  other  dis- 
tricts, are  sufferers  from  the  change  of  the  times 
and  change  of  the  seasons." 

These  words  are  from  the  annual  report  of  Mr. 
W.  J.  Thomas,  the  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Westmeath  Lakes  Fish  Preservation  Society,  and 
although  they  are  not  written  by  Mr.  Thomas, 
they  are  endorsed  by  him.  Mr.  Thomas  says 
there  is  a  general  complaint  over  the  whole  of 
Ireland  as  to  the  decrease  of  angling  sport,  and 
he  thinks  the  change  in  the  climate  "  strikes  near, 
if  not  at,  the  root  of  the  problem." 

This  is  bad,  because  the  Commission  which  is 
sitting  to  inquire  into  the  unsatisfactory  state  of 
the  Irish  fisheries  will  hardly  be  able  to  suggest  a 
remedy.  But  when  the  Commission  has  satis- 
factorily dealt  with  the  unfair  netting,  legal  and 
illegal,  with  river  poisoning,  the  increase  of  pike, 
and  one  or  two  trifles  of  that  kind,  the  Irish 
climate  •will  be  found  to  be  all  right  I  think. 

For  instance,  Mr.  Thomas  says  in  this  same 
report  that  he  "  has  hardly  any  doubt  but  that 
illegal  fishing  was  carried  on  to  some  extent  both 
in  netting  and  ottering  the  lakes  in  the  open 
season,  and  also  more  or  less  in  poaching  the 
rivers  during  the  close  time."  He  adds  :  "  It  is  a 
regrettable  fact  that  even  the  most  active  and 
intelligent  of  the  water  bailiffs  appear  to  be 
quite  unable  to  detect  ottering  on  the  lakes.  In  one 
sense  I  can  hardly  blame  them,  as  the  parties  who 
use  these  implements  are  experts  of  the  first 
order,  and  well  able  to  baffle  the  vigilance  of  the 
most  astute  watcher." 


How  Westmeath  Poachers  Theow  Dust  in 
THE  Etes  op  the  Water  Bailiffs. 
"For  instance,"  says  Mr.  Thomas,  "if  a 
poacher  is  what  is  called  '  working  the  board,' 
and  scents  danger,  he  at  once,  from  leading  the 
otter,  commences  the  paying  out  of  a  sham  night 
line  in  order  to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the 
watcher,  and  to  make  believe  that  he  is  not 
engaged  in  illegal  fishing.  There  are  several  other 
little  dodges,  such  as  making  the  otter  disappear 
suddenly,  and  the  recovering  of  it  again,  which  I 
might  mention,  but  I  do  not  consider  it  wise  or 
prudent  to  do  so — at  least,  in  a  report  like  the 
present." 

I  fear  the  climate  must  take  a  back  seat  while 
the  Westmeath  poachers  are  on  the  bill !  Even 
when  the  society,  aided  by  the  police,  catch 
poachers  at  work  with  spear,  pitchfork,  and 
torchlight,  and  obtain  a  conviction,  the  Castle- 
pollard  magistrates,  instead  of  imposing  the 
minimum  penalty  oi  £4,  fine  the  poor  poachers 
only  £1,  including  costs,  as  a  "  mitigated  penalty." 
Magistrates  who  administer  the  laws  against 
poaching  in  this  absurd  fashion  must  be  unmiti- 
gated— something  or  other — language  fails  me; 
but  I  am  sorry  for  Mr.  Thomas,  who  works  so 
hard  in  the  interests  of  true  sport.  I  see  he  is  a 
little  afraid  that  the  rainbow  trout  put  into 
Loughs  Ennel  and  Owel  in  1898  "  found  the  water 
too  cold,"  and  migrated  to  the  Shannon  or  else- 
where. It  is  a  pity  these  lovely  fisb  are  such 
roamers.  The  more  I  see  of  them  the  more  I 
like  them,  but  the  worst  of  it  is  they  let  you  see 
so  little  oit  them  ! 

I  wish  Mr.  Thomas  would  add  to  his  report 
some  account  of  the  best  baskets  of  trout  caught 
in  the  lakes.  All  he  says  is  that  fishing  with  the 
Green  Drake  commences  about  the  middle  of 
May,  and  that  there  is  another  rise  of  the  fly  and 
good  sport  in  August. 


"The  Church  Place  Phantom." 
I  hope  my  readers  will  not  imagine  that  this  is  a 
re-embodiment,  so  to  speak,  of  the  celebrated 
"  Cock-lane  ghost."  The  fact  is,  I  have  had  on 
my  desk  for  some  days  a  veiy  nicely  painted 
brown  and  green  phantom,  trout  and  perch  size, 


made  by  Messrs.  J.  Bernard  and  Son,  the  well- 
known  fishing  tackle  makers  of  Church-place, 
Piccadilly,  London.  In  order  to  distinguish  this 
phantom  from  the  numberless  nameless  phantoms 
which  have  followed  the  great  invention  of  the 
late  Mr.  Brown,  of  Aberdeen,  I  have  called  this 
the  Church-place  phantom  ;  its  leading  difference 
from  others  is,  that  to  the  ring  in  its  nose  is 
attached  a  buckle  swivel,  that  is  to  say,  a  swivel 
to  which  you  can  instantly  attach  the  loop  of  the 
spinning  trace — this  is  a  small  matter,  but  an 
immense  convenience.  It  is  only  necessary  to  say 
that  the  makers  are  Messrs.  Bemard  to  indicate 
that  the  quality  is  first-rate ;  they  make  it  in  all 
sizes,  and  each  is  having  a  good  run. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


DEATH  OF  SIR  WILLIAM  CUNLIFFE 
BROOKS. 


Almost  without  a  note  of  warning  the  angling 
and  sporting  world  has  been  startled  with  the  sad 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  Sir  William  Brooks, 
Bart.,  of  Glentana,  Aberdeenshire.  True,  he  was 
in  his  eighty-first  year,  but  it  was  only  on  Pretoria 
Day  that  he  was  so  nimbly  lighting  bonfires,  and 
assisting  in  the  general  rejoicing  incident  to  that 
auspicious  occasion,  both  at  Glentana  and  Aboyne, 
that  the  news  of  his  demise  at  his  charming 
residence  in  the  Deeside  glen,  which  he  loved  so 
well,  comes  with  all  the  more  surprise.  For  some 
time  back  he  has  been  a  victim  to  diabetes,  and 
on  Thursday,  after  attending  the  funeral  of  one 
of  his  proteges  on  his  estate,  he  took  ill,  and  in 
spite  of  all  that  human  aid  could  accomplish,  he 
gradually  sunk,  calmly  "  reeling  in  "  about  three 
o'clock  on  Saturday  afternoon.  A  Rugby  boy 
under  Dr.  Arnold,  a  student  of  Lincoln's  Inn, 
called  to  the  Bar  in  1854,  he  ultimately  joined  his 
father  in  his  most  successful  banking  and  real 
estate  enterprises,  and  by  a  quarter  of  a  century's 
indomitable  hard  work,  with  only  a  rare 
occasional  holiday  of  not  more  than  a  fortnight 
at  the  most,  he  built  up  the  colossal  fortune  he 
has  lived  on  in  a  princely  manner  during  the  past 
thirty  years,  and  which  he  has  left  intact  behind 
him. 

In  1869  he  practically  retired  from  business, 
and  came  to  reside  on  Deeside  and  devote  himself 
to  the  sports  of  angling  and  shooting,  and  the 
duties  of  a  country  gentleman.  He  retained  his 
seat  in  Parliament  in  the  Conservative  interest 
till  1884,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  politics  to 
the  end  of  his  life.  But  beyond  this  he  was 
devoted  to  sport,  and  to  the  improvement  of  his 
surroundings.  At  first  he  leased  Glentana,  and 
about  ten  years  ago  bought  it  for  £250,000  from 
the  trustees  of  his  son-in-law,  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly.  He  had  a  life  rent  of  the  salmon  fish- 
ings on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  when  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Dinuet,  purchased  the  Kinnord  estate 
to  his  chagrin  (the  blundering  of  his  agent)  he 
found  that  he  could  not  put  a  rod  on  the  water  as 
it  was  Sir  WUliam's.  Mr.  Wilson,  being  a  keen 
angler,  felt  the  "  trick  "  that  had  been  played  him 
very  much,  but  Sir  William  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it — no  more  than  the  man  in  the  moon. 
Matters,  however,  for  a  time  did  not  run  smoothly. 
Sir  William  had  built  a  beautiful  museum  on  the 
shores  of  Loch  Kinnord,  and  on  it  coming  into 
Mr.  Wilson's  possession  Sir  William  sent  him  the 
key,  expecting  at  least  a  courtesy  acknowledg- 
ment, but  no  acknowledgment  came,  and 
ultimately  the  museum  was  wrecked.  All  this  is 
public  property  on  Deeside. 

Sir  William  was  a  most  liberal  patron  of  the 
gentle  art.  No  one  came  to  him  and  went  away 
empty.  Of  course,  there  were  pests,  as  there  are 
everywhere,  and  these  had  to  be  ignored.  The 
writer  had  a  standing  invitation  to  fish  the 
Glentana  waters  every  Saturday  for  years 
running,  and  many  other  county  gentlemen  and 
residenters  had  the  same  happy  privilege.  The 
only  regulation  was  that  the  number  and  weight 
of  the  fish,  the  pool,  and  the  lure  used  were  to  be 
communicated  to  Sir  WiUiam  when  any  sport 
was  obtained.  These  regulations,  however,  were 
ultimately  changed,  as  the  demands  on  Sir 
William's  water  increased,  and  abuses  leaked  out. 
Yet  he  was  ever  ready  to  grant  a  day's  angling, 
and  many  of  the  sportsmen,  both  at  Aboyne  and 
Ballater,  did  more  angling  on  his  prolific  pools 
than  their  own  highly-priced   beats.  Latterly 


440 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[June  16,  1900 


iSir  William  has  let  a  portion  of  his  water  at  a 
goodly  rental.  His  difficulty  was  to  select  a 
tenant  from  the  crowd  of  applicants,  so  many 
being  eager  to  get  a  rod  on.  As  an  instance  of 
the  rush  for  the  Glentana  waters,  Mr.  Russel, 
who  had  the  first  month  this  unlucky  season,  has 
had  to  wait  two  or  three  years  for  his  chance, 
and  when  it  came  it  was  at  the  enormous  sum  of 
£90  per  week. 

Sir  William  held  the  unique  record  of  being  the 
only  angler  on  the  Dee  who  hooked,  ran,  and 
landed  two  salmon  at  one  and  the  same  time.  It 
occurred  at  the  Waterside  Pool.  He  had  had  the 
first  one  on  for  about  ten  minutes  and  was  about 
to  bring  it  to  the  bank  when  the  second  fish  took 
hold  and  he  had  another  ten  minutes  of  as 
exciting  sport  as  could  well  be  imagined  before 
getting  the  net  under  them.  Unfortunately  they 
were  both  kelts,  and  had  to  be  returned,  else  they 
would  have  had  a  place  among  the  rich  and  varied 
trophies  of  the  chase  which  adorn  the  bowling 
alley  and  corridors  of  Glentana.  Many  years 
ago  Sir  William,  then  Mr.  Brooks,  evinced  a 
penchant  for  artificial  rearing  of  salmon  and 
trout.  Not  only  did  he  acquire  an  exact 
knowledge  of  the  art  himself  by  visiting  Howieton 
and  other  hatcheries,  but  he  sent  his  keepers 
through  there  to  acquire  a  practical  course  of 
instruction.  He  had  an  excellent  hatchery 
erected,  and  reared  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
salmon  and  trout  from  ova,  which  was  brought 
from  the  Don,  Deveron,  Spey,  and  Tay,  and  as 
far  as  Forth. 

Up  till  then  the  spring  fish  in  the  Dee  were  very 
small,  nothing  beyond  an  8-pounder  ever  being 
seen,  and  the  average  61b.  or  a  little  over.  Such 
a  thing  as  a  141b.  spring  salmon  was  a  curio  to 
travel  twenty  miles  to  see.  Now  spring  fish  up 
to  181b.  and  201b.  are  not  uncommon,  even  on  the 
opening  days.  Sir  William  and  others  were  in 
the  belief  that  these  heavier  fish,  and  the  heavier 
avei-age  of  spring  fish  genei-ally  on  the  Dee,  was 
the  direct  outcome  of  the  Glentana  experiments. 
The  hatchery  has  not  been  in  use  for  many  years, 
although  it  is  still  to  the  fore  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tana.  At  one  time  Sir  William  took  a  fancy  to 
amateur  fly  tying,  and  produced  several  very  good 
combinations,  his  most  successful  invention  being 
the  "  Loggie,"  which  he  named  after  one  of  his 
famous  pools,  and  a  better  grilse  or  summer  salmon 
fly  cannot  be  put  on  the  water.  As  a  shot  he  held 
the  unique  record  also  of  having  brought  down 
two  stags  with  one  and  the  same  bullet,  and  their 
heads  are  not  among  the  least  of  the  trophies 
of  the  chase  which  adorn  the  ball  room  at 
Glentana. 

It  would  be  needless  to  speak  of  the  improve- 
ments to  be  seen  in  the  glen  itself.  Thoroughness 
marks  every  point ;  the  hand  of  the  millionaire 
appears  at  every  turn,  but  the  millionaire  without 
the  brains  could  not  have  made  it  what  it  is. 
Along  the  waterside  are  some  palatial  fishing 
huts — pavilions  replete  with  everything  the  salmon 
angler  can  think  or  dream  of,  and  yet  notliing 
useless ;  even  the  faddist  is  suppressed.  Here  a 
well  of  crystal  from  St.  Lesmo's  spring,  with  its 
quaint  inscription  or  Gallic  name ;  there  a  keeper's 
cottage  peeping  out  from  behind  a  mound,  or  a 
lodge  which  has  cost  thousands  to  build.  Some 
£100,000  has  been  spent  in  improvements,  and  it 
was  Sir  William's  hobby  to  attend  to  them  all. 
No  master  was  more  beloved  by  his  servants,  and 
none  have  left  their  mark,  graved  deep  down  in 
the  hearts  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  in 
these  parts,  more  than  the  kindly,  genial  laird  of 
Glentana,  whose  loss  is  genuinely  mourned  and 
deeply  lamented,  all  over  Deeside  in  particular, 
and  on  his  wide  domains  elsewhere  in  general. 

Si'EciAi,  Scotch. 


THE  LATE  MR.  H.  R.  FRANCIS,  M.A. 


At  nearly  ninety  years  of  age  that  chai-ming 
writer,  and  greatly  respected  angler  and  gentle- 
man, Mr.  H.  li.  Francis,  M.A.,  died  suddenly  and 
painlessly  on  Whit  Sunday  morning.  Up  to 
within  the  last  twelve  mouths  or  so  I  heard  pretty 
frequently  from  my  old  friend,  and  had  occasional 
ai-ticleh  ironi  him,  written  with  his  accustomed 
vigour  and  full  knowledge  of  his  subject.  Mr. 
Francis'h  "  The  I'ly  Fisher  and  His  Library  "  is  a 
cliuisic  in  angling  literature,  and  one  of  the  most 
valued  items  in  my  angling  library— whioh  is  not 


a  small  one — is  a  copy  of  the  famous  essay 
corrected  by  his  own  hand  for  me.  The  following 
extracts  are  from  a  long  account  of  Mr.  Francis 
which  I  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for 
Nov.  30,  1886.  He  was  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  made  a  graceful  speech 
at  one  of  the  early  dinners  of  the  club  which  took 
place  before  he  left  London  to  reside  at  Bath. 
Everybody  who  knew  Mr.  Francis  liked  and 
respected  him,  and  recognised  his  extraordinary 
powers.  One  of  his  last  published  works  was  his 
"Junius  Revealed  by  his  Surviving  Grandson," 
published  by  Messrs.  Longmans  in  1894.  Mr. 
Francis  was  a  grandson  of  Sir  Philip  Francis,  and 
I  think  proved  clearly  that  Sir  Philip  was  the 
author  of  the  celebrated  letters  of  Junius. 

R.  B.  Marston. 

(ExtraotB  from  the  Fishing  Oazette,  Nov.  20, 1886.) 

"  The  veteran  fly  fisher  whose  portrait  we  present  to  our 
readers  was  born  on  the  11th  of  July,  1811,  and,  by  a 
carious  coincidence,  all  the  important  events  of  his  life 
have  occurred  on  the  11th  of  some  month.  He  was,  we 
are  told,  a  precocious  child,  learning  so  quickly  and  easily 
as  almost  to  illustrate  Dogberry's  view  that  "  reading  and 
writing  come  by  nature."  Daring  his  earlier  schooldays 
his  holidays  were  passed  either  in  London  or  in  his  father's 
shooting-box,  near  Bary  St.  Edmunds,  and  his  first 
angling  experience  was  gained  in  Suffolk  ponds.  When 
he  was  about  ten  years  old  the  family  removed  from 
Upper  Berkeley-street  to  Eanelagh  House,  Fulham,  then 
a  quiet  country  residence,  with  finely  timbered,  orna- 
mental grounds,  of  which  the  larger  portion  has  been 
lately  added  to  those  of  the  Hurliagham  Club.  They 


The   Late   H.   R.   Francis,  Esq.,  M.A. 
AutUoi-  of  "  The  Fly  Fisher  and  His  Library." 
(From  the  original  photograph  by  Mr.  Mud/ord,  of  Tiverton.) 


included  a  pretty  piece  of  water,  fed  from  the  river  by  a 
sluice  way,  and  well  stored  with  tench,  roach,  and  eels,  on 
which  he  doubtless  practised  largely.  But  his  favourite 
fishing  haunts  were  along  the  river  bank  and  about  Patney 
Bridge,  where  the  roach  fishing  was  then  good  and  barbel 
were  not  uncommon.  Here,  too,  he  got  his  first  lessons 
in  rowing,  and  formed  an  attachment  to  old  Father 
Thames  whioh  appears  to  have  clung  to  him  through 
life. 

"  He  entered  at  St.  John's  College.  Cambridge,  in 
October,  182U,  and  became  a  Foundation  Scholar  in  due 
course.  In  1832  he  joined  a  reading pirty  in  North  Wales, 
when  he  read  moderately  and  fished  immoderately.  In 
those^  days^  it  was  easy  to  make  good  baskets  with  the 
spinning  minnow,  and  his  success  in  that  line  was  great ; 
but  he  also  learnt  to  recognise  the  superior  attractions  of 
nhe  Hy,  and  obtained  varied  practice  by  lake  and  river.  In 
1833  he  was  startled  by  finding  himself  high  in  the  first 
class  of  the  Classical  Tripos,  and  we  have  often  heard  him 
say  that  a  success  gaiaed  without  due  labour  made  him  set 
to  work  in  earnest.  lie  worked  very  hard  as  a  private 
tutor  at  St.  John's,  and  had  many  pupils  distiDguished  in 
different  ways. 

"  In  the  long  vacations  of  1833  and  1834  he  reviuited  his 
favourite  haunts  in  North  Wales  with  a  few  pupils,  and 
though  his  opportunities  for  fly-fishing  were  now  compara- 
tively few,  ho  seems  to  have  extended  his  aojaaintanoe 
with  the  streams  and  "  llyns  "  of  the  pricuipaiity.  For 
twenty  years  afterwards  he  continued  engaged  in  the  work 
of  education — first  in  a  large  proprietary  school  at  Hull, 
which  did  nut  long  survive  his  resignation  of  the  head- 
mastership,  and  afterwards  as  a  private  tntor  at  the 


beautiful  village  of  Hurley-on-the-Thames,  near  Marlow. 
At  the  former  place  he  became  well  knovm  on  the  waters 
of  the  Driffield  Club,  which  we  bsUeve  he  still  occasionally 
visits.  At  the  latter  he  extended  his  early  experiencas  of 
Thames  angUng,  and  was  exceptionally  successful  ia  the 
capture  of  Thames  trout.  He  was  also  mainly  instru-. 
mental  in  establishing  the  Marlow  Angling  Association,  j 
under  whose  auspices  the  trout  fishing  between  Templej 
and  Spade  Oak  was  restored  after  being  for  a  time  almostj 
extinct,  and  has  continued  to  flourish  ever  since.  Its] 
success  was  due,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  liberal  support- 
of  the  late  George  Vansittart,  Esq.,  afterwards  Conserva- 
tive member  for  the  Eastern  Division  of  B  arkshire,  and 
of  Col.  Williams,  long  M.P.  for  Marlow,  father  of  the 
present  Gen.  Williams,  of  "Temple  House.  Both  these 
gentlemen  placed  their  private  rights  of  fishery  at  the 
disposal  of  the  association,  which  was  thus  enabled  to 
apply  an  efficient  check  to  the  poaching  then  rampant. 

"  In  his  summer  vacations  Mr.  Francis  found  time  for 
a  good  deal  of  fly  fishing  in  various  trouting  districts  of 
Eogland — on  the  Teme  and  its  tributaries,  and  ia  the 
neighbouring  Herefordshire  streams,  and  elsewhere. 
Indeed,  he  maintains  that  a  day  at  Leintwardine  or 
Downton  Castle  about  the  close  of  August,  when  the 
trout  are  still  in  condition  and  the  grayling  just  coming 
on,  is  the  very  ideal  of  pleasant  fly-fishing. 

After  the  year  18S0  he  used  to  combine  grouse-shooting 
with  angling,  and  was  led  to  explore  scores  of  streams, 
lochs,  and  tarns  in  Perthshire  and  Inverness-shire.  In 
Loch  Treig  (not  in  special  repute  as  a  trouting  loch)  he 
was  particularly  successful.  We  have  heard  him  say  that 
on  one  occasion  he  basketed  close  upon  two  stone  in  a 
rough  walk  from  end  to  end  of  the  lake.  Much  of  his 
success  as  a  fly  fisher  in  wild  country  was  doubtless  due  to 
his  being  an  indefatigable  pedestrian.  Lightly  built,  long- 
limbed,  and  sinewy,  though  not  muscular,  he  was  fresh 
for  an  evening  cast  for  trout  after  a  stiff  day's  grousing. 
He  always  refused  to  ride  home,  even  from  the  most 
distant  beat,  objecting  both  to  the  slow  pace  of  a  pony 
along  a  mountain  track  and  to  the  cramping  of  the  limbs 
in  the  saddle  after  a  wet  walk  over  moor  and  brae. 

"About  the  end  of  1855  he  resolved  on  a  new  career, 
and  after  a  pleasant  residence  with  his  pupils  in  the  old 
manor  house  of  Treganwy,  near  Conway,  finally  gave  up 
tuition  and  came  to  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  bent 
on  studying  for  the  Bar,  to  which  he  had  been  formally 
called  some  ten  years  before.  He  opened  his  first  law 
book  early  in  1856,  choosing  the  Chancery  Bar  as  best 
suited  to  so  late  a  beginner.  He  had  for  many  years— 
indeed,  from  1834,  when  he  first  broke  ground  in  the 
Tunes  —been  a  frequent,  though  irregular,  contributor  to 
the  periodical  press,  both  on  political  and  general  topics. 
But  his  first  coutribation  to  the  literature  of  angling 
appeared  in  the  '  Cambridge  Essays  for  1856,'  under  the 
title  of  '  The  Fly  Fisher  and  his  Library.'  The  essay 
reads  like  the  work  of  a  man  whose  head  was  busy  with 
his  new  studies,  while  his  heart  was  playing  truant  among 
hills  and  streams.  However,  he  seems  to  have  stuck  to 
his  work  earnestly,  though  somewhat  malgrc,  writing  for 
the  newspapers  in  the  intervals  of  reading  equity  and 
drafting  conveyances. 

"  In  little  more  than  two  years  he  formed  the  bold 
scheme  of  shortening  his  legal  probation  by  making  a  dash 
for  practice  at  Sydney,  where  he  landed  on  the  11th  of 
August,  1868.  On  his  voyage  out  he  made  his  first  con- 
tribution to  a  question  in  which  he  subsequently  took  an 
active  part — that  of  the  acclimatisation  ot  British  fish  in 
Australasia. 

"  Prom  1861  to  1870  Mr.  Francis  was  actively  engaged 
as  judge,  firjt  of  the  Norihern,  and  then  of  the  South- 
western District.  Railways  were  then  in  their  infancy, 
and  his  long  circuits  in  the  north,  performed  on  horseback, 
by  any  roads  or  no  roads,  tried  his  constitution  severely. 
He  probably  presumed  too  far  on  his  working  energies,  for 
we  are  told  that,  in  addition  to  his  judicial  duties  and 
various  contributions  to  the  Sydney  Press,  he  used  to 
conduct  the  Sunday  serrices  at  his  different  circuit  toivns 
(in  order  to  give  the  clergymen  an  opportunity  for  visiting 
the  outlying  portions  of  their  extensive  cures),  and  would 
also  give  frequent  lectures  and  dramatic  readings  after 
long  days  in  court.*  These  things  were  not  to  be  done 
with  impauity  in  a  hot  climate,  and  a  severe  travelling 
accident,  in  which  a  buggy-wheel  passed  over  his  bare 
throat,  can  hardly  have  improved  the  state  of  his  nerves. 
On  returning  to  Sydney  about  the  end  of  1870  his  life  was 
found  in  imminent  danger  from  cerebral  exhaustion,  and 
change  of  climate,  with  absolute  rest  from  all  mental 
exertion,  was  strictly  enjoined  on  him.  He  visited  sundry 
tributaries  of  the  Derwent,  in  three  of  whioh  he  had  thr 
good  fortune  to  take  the  first  trout  with  the  fly. 

"  After  a  year  in  Tasmania  he  returned  to  England,  and 
in  the  intervals  of  graver  occupation  he  has  written,  we 
believe,  a  good  deal  for  the  press.  We  know  that  shortly 
after  his  return  home  he  contributed  to  the  Field  a  series 
of  articles  on  Australian  field  sports,  including  various 
ex^rienoes  in  sea  and  river  fishing.  More  recently  he  has 
written  two  essays  for  the  volumes  of  the  '  Badminton 
Library '  dedicated  to  fishing,  and  the  readers  of  the 
Fisliiiig  Oazette  have  seen  several  Articles  from  his  pen. 

"  The  circle  of  his  old  Cambridge  friends  has  narrowed 
eadly  during  the  last  few  years,  but  he  says  the  fly  fishers 
■near  best,  citing,  us  examples,  the  Rev.  J.  Chaloner,  well 
known  to  frequenters  of  Loch  Awe,  and  the  late  Rev. 
Joseph  Jokyll.  long  rector  of  Ilawkridge  and  Withypool,  on 
the  Barle,  who,  though  more  than  ten  years  his  senior 
when  they  were  fellow-studeuts  at  St.  John's,  continued 
up  to  recent  date  to  be  "  bad  to  beat "  on  a  Devonshire 
stream, 

"  Mr.  Francis  is  happier  than  several  of  his  immediate 


^  Dating  his  travels  in  the  Sonth-West  he  laid  the 
foundation-stones  of  two  much-needed  churches  at  the 
remote  towns  of  Deniliqiiin  and  Wentworth. 
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anoestors  in  having  two  sons^ — both,  by  the  way* 
8iicc«ssfal  fly  fishers — aod  fire  grandsons  to  bear  his  name 
after  him.  His  father  was  the  only  son  of  Sir  Philip 
Francis,  of  3  anian  and  political  celebrity,  who  was  like- 
nije  the  only  son  of  Dr.  Francis,  the  translator  of 
'  Horace,'  who  was  himself  an  only  son.  This  series 
approaches — it  could  hardly  be  erpeoted  to  emnlate — the 
record  of  another  Irish  family  in  which  '  it  was  hereditary 
to  have  no  children.' 

"  It  may  interest  American  readers  of  our  Gazette 
[some  of  whom  have  reeeived  Mr.  Francis's  contributions 
with  special  favour)  to  know  that  the  elder  branch  of  his 
house  have  been  citizens — and  not  undistinguished  ones — 
of  the  Great  Eepablic.  Col.  Francis,  long  a  senator 
(for  Rhode  Island  if  our  memory  does  not  mislead  us), 
was  always  recognised  by  his  far-ofi  English  consins  as  the 
head  of  the  family. 

' '  All  who  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him  must 
respect  and  esteem  Mr.  Francis.  It  is  indeed  a  pleasure 
to  hear  him  recount  some  stories  from  his  more  than  half 
a  century  of  piscatorial  adventures.  Long  may  he  live  to 
tell  them." 


THAT  BOY  WITH  STICK  AND 
STRING. 


We  have  all  read  about  him,  often.  I  never 
believed  in  him  much,  especially  in  connection 
with  fly  fishing.  His  mission  seemed  to  be  rather 
to  yank  out  great  trout  in  a  heavy  water  with  a 
worm,  to  the  discomfiture  of  the  aristocratic  fly 
fisher  with  superlative  outfit. 

But  I  have  met  a  good  specimen.  Mine  is  a 
French  small  boy.  He  lives  on  the  banks  of  the 
Canche,  where  trout  are  heavy  and  well  educated. 
My  first  introduction  to  him  was  when  I  fastened 
in  a  bonny  2-pounder,  and  the  youngster,  without 
a  word,  had  my  net  out  of  the  slings,  which  must 
have  been  new  to  him,  and  when  that  trout  was 
bustled  over  the  surface  of  a  broad  weed  bed,  he 
scooped  him  out  before  he  had  time  to  recover 


A  YOUTHFUL  ANGL^lR. 


While  fishing  with  a  minnow  in  the  Kennet 
and  Avon  Canal  at  Hungerford  on  Thursday, 
May  24,  Master  Harold  Church,  son  of  the  pro- 

Erietor  of  the  Three  Swans  Hotel,  Hungerford, 
ad  the  good  luck  to  catch  a  very  large  pike. 
The  fish  was  played  by  the  youth  (who  is  only 
thirteen  years  old)  for  twenty  minutes  on  a  thin 
gut  trace  and  an  ordinary  perch  hook.  When 
safely  brought  to  land  the  fish  was  found  to  be  in 
the  pink  of  condition,  and  turned  the  scale  at 
121b.  The  photograph  shows  the  relative  size  of 
the  fiah  and  its  captor.  Hungerford  has  always 
been  noted  for  its  fishing  exploits,  even  in  the 
davs  of  John  o'  Gaunt,  who  gave  the  right  of 
fisning  in  the  river  Kennet  to  its  inhabitants. 

^One  of  Mr.  Francis's  sons,  Mr.  A.  L.  Francis,  M.A.,  is 
head  ma«ter  of  BlnadeU's  School,  Tiverton,  and  in  one  of 
the  la«t  conversations  I  had  with  the  author  of  Lorna 
Doone  he  told  me  how  glad  .he  was  that  his  old  school  had 
fallen  on  snch  sncoesafm  days  under  the  headmastership  of 
Mr.  Francis.— B.  B.  M. 


breath.  And  when  my  May  Fly  we''  tall 
and  slender  tree,  the  small  boy  wen  by  it, 

till  it  began  to  bend,  and  he  came  ..ill  he 

hung  from  the  bent  tree  about  jm  the 

ground,  disengaged  fly  and  cast,  dropped 
lightly  into  the  road. 

Next  time  I  was  there  an  old  man,  Cd,8ting  over 
some  goodly  trout  I  knew  well,  said  : 

"  Ah,  there  was  a  2-pounder  there  yesterday, 
and  I  had  been  over  him  twenty  times,  and  a 
'  gamin '  came  along  and  bad  him  second  chuck 
with  a  rubbishy  old  fly." 

"  My  young  friend,  I  expect,"  thought  I,  and  so 
it  proved.  He  came  on  the  scene  after  school 
hours  with  a  literal  stick  about  6ft.  long,  and 
some  white  string  wound  round  a  cross-peg  at  the 
butt,  and  one  length  of  stout  gut,  and  one  old 
sunk  May  Fly.  He  showed  me  the  comer  where 
he  got  the  2-pounder  without  any  landing-net,  and 
a  very  nasty  comer  it  was,  too. 

"  And  I  got  a  little  one,  too,  a  ^-pounder,"  he 
said.  Presently  I  saw  him  at  work,  and  with  a 
wonderful  display  of  energy  he  managed  to  get 


out  a  really  good  bit  of  straight  line.  "  Ah,  if  1 
was  only  rigged  like  you ! "  he  said.  And  I 
thought  he  would  be  rather  a  dangerous  rival. 

Later  on  I  left  him  throwing  the  white  line, 
which  rather  bothered  me,  across  a  pool  where 
three  heavy  fish  rose  occasionally,  which  had 
refused  all  my  offers  made  frequently  through  the 
day.  He  joined  me  presently  higher  up,  and  told 
me  quietly  that  he  had  just  got  hold  of  the  largest 
of  the  three,  but  it  had  got  off,  light  hooked. 
And  then  he  went  to  a  nasty  place  among  bushes 
and  began  getting  quite  a  long  line  out  across 
stream. 

Good  little  boy !  I  should  like  to  see  him  on  a 
salmon  river  when  he  is  a  bit  older.  What  a 
gillie  he  would  make  !         Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  June  5. 


"THE  MAY  FLY  IS  UP!" 


"Blessed  are  they  that  do  not  expect  any- 
thing, for  they  shall  not  be  disappointed."  Such 
was  the  tenor  of  a  letter  which  I  received  from  an 
angling  friend  whose  days  are  spent  upon  the 
banks  of  that  charming  little  Surrey  river,  the 
Mole.  "  Nevertheless,"  continued  my  friend,  "  be 
ready,  my  boy,  for  at  any  time  you  may  get  a 
wire  from  me  that  the  '  rise '  has  commenced. 
There  was  a  partial  one  yesterday,  and  I  saw 
quite  enough  to  give  me  the  impression  that  the 
advent  of  the  May  Fly  was  imminent."  This  was 
hardly  a  week  ago,  and  I  set  about  my  prepara- 
tions immediately,  which  preparations,  including 
a  joumey  into  the  heart  of  the  metropolis,  were 
hardly  completed  when  I  descried  a  lad  in  the 
well-known  uniform  perambulating  the  opposite 
side  of  the  street  in  which  I  reside,  with  his  eyes 
fixed  upon  the  numerous  doorways,  as  if  in  search 
of  one  that  might  possibly  turn  out  to  be  74.  I 
was  not  mistaken,  for  no  sooner  had  he  reached  a 
point  nearly  opposite  to  my  domicile  than  he  shot 
off,  or  on  rather,  obliquely  for  my  basement,  at 
the  same  time  applying  his  hand  to  the  pouch 
which  contained  the  khaki-coloured  missive.  The 
message  consisted  but  of  one  word,  "  Come,"  but 
it  was  quite  sufficient  to  set  my  fingers  in  a  glow, 
and  to  cause  that  peculiar  sensation  to  arise 
at  the  roots  of  the  hair  that  precedes  immediately 
a  spasm  of  excitement.  I  was  well  in  time  for 
the  6.32  p.m.  train  from  Waterloo,  and,  as  we 
passed  through  the  tovra  of  Epsom,  the  well- 
known  dial  of  the  town  clock  pointed  to  the  horn- 
of  seven,  a  few  minutes  late;  but  Leatherhead 
was  reached  in  about  ten  minutes,  and  in 
another  five  ditto  I  was  leaning  over  the 
balustrade  of  the  footbridge  in  search  of 
"  nymph,"  "  sub-imago,"  and  "  imago."  Here 
and  there  a  spent  gnat  drifted  slowly  with  the 
current,  while  the  sound  that  always,  to  my 
mind,  resembles  the  accomplishment  of  a  "  losing 
hazard  "  into  one  of  the  top  pockete  of  a  billiai  d 
table,  was  heard  just  beyond  the  railway  bridge. 
Onward  I  trudge,  with  that  thirst  for  killing 
which  is  imbraed  in  the  blood  of  an  Englishman, 
and  in  a  short  space  I  am  anchored  in  the 
spacious  armchair  which  my  fisher  pal  always 
places  at  the  disposal  of  his  chums.  After  our 
primary  greetings  are  over,  I  get  what  we  usually 
designate  as  the  straight  tip.  "  There  was  a  vei-y 
fair  rise  of  the  'nymph'  between  nine  and  ten 
this  morning,  and  it  will  be  all  serene  for  to- 
morrow. If  you  start  from  here  about  8.30  or 
9  a.m.,  and  joumey  down  stream,  you  will  fetch 
the  old  spot,  which  you  know  as  well  as  I  do.  I 
sha'n't  be  able  to  be  with  you  as  I  have  an 
important  case  for  arbitration  to  consider,  and 
my  colleague  will  be  sitting  to  go  over  the  details 
with  me.  There  may  be  a  good  number  down, 
but  of  that  you  must  take  your  chance,  so  we  wiU 
now  assort  oui'  flies  and  place  everything  in 
readiness." 

Early  to  bed,  and  early  to  rise,  was  our  motto, 
strictly  carried  out,  so  that  by  9  a.m.  I  had  parted 
from  my  friend,  and  struck  the  path  for  the  river. 
In  front  of  me  was  a  young  fellow,  possibly  about 
twenty-four  or  twenty-five  years  of  age,  fully 
accoutred  for  the  fray,  striding  along  with  that 
easy  play  of  loins  and  shoulders  that  bespoke  the 
heavy  dragoon  in  mufti.  He  seemed  to  know  the 
river  well,  but  although  I  endeavoured  to  force 
the  pace,  I  could  not  get  upon  even  terms  with 
him.  He  appeared,  too,  to  be  making  for 
the  same  point  that  I  had  fixed  upon,  but 
as    the    reach    was    long,    and   the  fishing 
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good,  that  did  not  matter  much.  Arriving  at 
the  riverside  it  became  evident  that  the  rise  was 
a  good  one,  for  the  Surrey  stream  was  literally 
covered  with  the  fly.  In  a  few  seconds  they  com- 
pletely spread  themselves  over  our  traps  as  we 
placed  them  upon  the  turf  before  fixing  up.  A 
few  words  of  greeting  passed  between  us,  and 
with  a  cheery  "  Good  morning  "  we  separated  for 
work. 

I  was  soon  amongst  the  trout,  and  had  bagged 
a  brace  and  a  half  in  about  twenty  minutes. 
Higher  up  a  good  fish  was  rising,  so,  making  a 
detour,  I  worked  round  his  position  in  an 
endeavour  to  turn  him  by  a  flank  movement.  He 
was  rather  to  the  right  of  the  eddy,  and  it  was 
necessary  that  the  fly  should  swing  round  after 
dropping  in  order  that  it  might  reach  him. 
Gathering  the  line  slightly  in  my  left  hand,  I 
threw  lightly  in  the  direction  of  mid-stream, 
let  the  Une  out  when  the  fly  touched  the  water. 
I  then  raised  the  point  of  the  rod  a  little,  and 
held  it  till  the  May  Fly,  just  missing  the  bough, 
swirled  into  the  eddy.  He  had  it  at  the  first 
throw,  when  for  a  few  seconds  there  was  a  brisk 
fight  in  the  open  water  for  the  mastery ;  but  I 
gradually  worked  the  fish  towards  the  bank,  and 
placed  the  net  under  him.  He  was  a  beautiful 
specimen  of  the  Mole  trout,  just  above  2ib.  in 
weight,  and  I  mentally  shook  hands  with  myself 
over  the  good  fortune  that  had  fallen  to  my  lot. 

The  "  rise  "  increased  as  the  temperature  rose. 
The  males  were  flitting  about  with  that  peculiar 
up  and  down  motion,  "  looking  for  their  wives," 
as  the  authorities  say.    Then  bunches  of  three 
and  four  would  fall  almost  to  earth  ere  they 
parted,  while  those  that  fell  upon  the  water 
drifted  on  silently  to  their  doom.    Another  fish, 
and  yet  another,  until  my  tally  reached  four  and 
a  half  brace,  when  I  began  to  give  thought  to  my 
military  friend  as  to  what  would  be  his  opinion  of 
my  luck  when  I  showed  him  the  2-pounder.  I 
could  see  him  in  the  distance  working  a  shallow, 
but  what  success  he  was  meeting  with  I  could  not 
discern.    Other  anglers  now  began  to  arrive — 
one  a  worm  fisher — evidently  "  manor-born,"  for 
he  fixed  up  his  tackle  with  what  Mrs.  Bollyboy 
would  call  with  "  a  nair "  of  mind-your-own- 
business  glance  across  the  river  in  my  direction. 
I  had  worked  pretty  hard,  so  I  determined  to  take 
a  lesson  and  watch  the  Goth.    Drift  after  drift 
did  he  try,  when  he  had  a  slight  touch.  He 
struck,  and  landed  a  dace  of  very  fair  proportions, 
which  he  was  sportsman  enough  to  return  to  the 
water ;  but   he   evidently  noted  my  sardonic 
smile,  for  he  immediately  shifted  his  quarters, 
and  placed  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  stream  betwixt 
me  and  his  nobility.    About  2  p.m.  I  make  tracks 
for  home,  with  a  creel  containing  six  and  a  half 
brace.    At  the  ford  I  again  fell  in  with  my  friend 
the  dragoon,  whom  I  found  had  been  invalided 
home  from  enteric  fever.     We  sat  for  a  short 
space  upon  the  woodwork  of  the  old  bridge,  and 
compared  notes.    With  pride  I  showed  my  21b. 
fish,  when,  with  a  smile,  he  produced  one  that 
topped  it  by  at  least  5oz.    On  taking  stock,  we 
had  twenty  and  a  half  brace  of  trout.    My  bag 
consisted  of  six  and  a  half  brace,  so  you,  gentle 
reader,  will  quickly  understand  how  the  cavalry 
had    completely    gone    over    me.      He  was 
a  genial  young  fellow,  who  had  served  under 
Gen.  Buller  at  Colenso  and  Spion  Kop,  be- 
sides taking  important  duties  in  various  small 
affairs.    The  day  before  the  relief  of  Ladysmith 
he  was  down  with  enteric  fever,  and  had  to  be 
taken  to  Mooi  River  hospital.    He  was  "  full  of 
praise  "  for  the  General,  who  had  had,  he  said,  the 
hardest  and  hottest  work   of  the  campaign. 
Being  on  the  left  flank  of  the  army  at  Colenso, 
he  had  a  splendid  view  of  the  battle,  and  saw  the 
loss  of  the  guns.    "  The  river  winds  very  much 
there,"  said  he,  "  and  the  other  aide  could  not  be 
reconnoitred.  As  the  guns  dashed  up  the  masked 
rifle  pits  opened,  with  the  disastrous  result  already 
known.    I  did  not  see  Gen.  Roberts's  son  fall,  but 
I  knew  that  he  was  there,  and  by  the  tortuous 
endeavours  which  thoy  made  to  get  the  guns  out 
of  action,  and  the  dropping  of  men  and  horses, 
we  could  see  that  a  disaster  had  befallen  our 
arms."    "Tugelaf-"    "Fishing?"    "Yes;  there 
are  fish,  but  I  never  saw  anybody  fishing,  and  I 
crossed  it  at  least  a  dozen  times,  seven  times 
under  fire.    It  is  very  like  the  Mole,  especially  on 
the  banks."    "  Yes,  it  was  bard  lines  not  to  be 
able  to  be  at  the  relief.    But,  thank  God,  I'm 
here.    But  at  the   hospital   the  convalescents 


stripped  me  of  everything.  When  I  was  well 
enough  to  oome  home  in  the  lAsmore  Castle, 
which,  by  the  way,  took  us  five  weeks,  all  they 
left  for  me  was  an  old  pair  of  pants  with  a 
tattered  infantry  kersey.  My  kit,  curios,  note- 
book of  the  war  up  to  date,  my  revolver,  with 
several  other  little  knick-knacks,  had  vanished  ; 
nor  left  a  wrack  behind."  "  Get  them  back  ?  " 
"  Not  much."  "  But  here  we  are."  "  I'm  stop- 
ping here  while  the  rise  is  on,  so  perhaps  we  may 
meet  again." 

The  takes  that  day  were  very  big.  The  four- 
teen brace  bagged  by  the  dragoon,  eight  brace  by 
another,  six  by  a  well-known  fly  "  driver,"  and  six 
and  a  half  by  your  humble  servant,  were  the  chief 
of  which  I  heard,  but  there  were  many  other 
good  bags.  The  only  man  who  did  nothing  was 
my  rival  with  the  worm.  Q.  E.  D. 


THE  MAY  PLY  AT  HUNGERFORD. 


Kennet  and  Duns  Brook. 

There  has  been  some  fine  sport  on  these  waters 
during  the  past  week,  which  has  placed  the  angler 
on  good  terms  with  himself.  The  May  Fly  has 
been  gradual  in  rising,  and  consequently  has  given 
the  fishermen  good  opportunities  of  utilising  the 
artificial  to  great  advantage.  Trout  have  been 
killed  ranging  from  41b.  down  to  the  limit,  viz.  lib., 
and  I  think  the  record  has  so  far  been  on  Satur- 
day, by  one  gentleman  killing  five  and  a  half  brace, 
weighing  just  over  171b.,  and  the  same  rod  on 
Monday  securing  a  mixed  bag  (or  bags)  of  just 
over  401b.  of  trout,  grayling,  and  roach  ;  the  first 
mentioned  consisted  of  one  and  a  half  brace, 
pulling  the  scales  down  at  lOilb.  good  weight ; 
once  brace,  51b. ;  two  and  a  half  brace  averag- 
ing If  lb. ;  and  three  smaller  fish — grayling ;  the 
grayling  (three  and  a  half  brace)  weighed  161b., 
and  some  roach  running  up  to  l^lb.  to  l^lb. 

There  has  been  fair  numbers  of  rods  on  these 
streams,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
one  and  all  who  have  tickets,  not  omitting  the 
few  fly-fishing  commoners,  are,  and  will  be, 
thoroughly  pleased  with  the  sport  placed  at  their 
disposal. 

On  Sunday  Eddington  Bridge  was  besieged  by 
spectators  watching  the  trout  and  the  May  Fly. 
In  addition  there  was  a  fine  pike  on  view  from  the 
same  spot ;  some  people  said  they  were  sure  he 
was  121b.  or  151b.,  but  I  think  you  could  put  the 
objectionable  visitor  at  between  91b.  and  101b.  I 
hear  the  same  fish  was  carefully  watched  on 
Saturday  last  from  the  same  place.  Nemo. 


SUNNY  DAYS  IN  SOUTHERN 
NORWAY. 

{Continued  from  page  420.) 

Bt  Chas.  a.  Patton. 
Space  forbids  me  to  dilate  on  our  fishing 
vicissitudes,  or  to  mention  more  than  briefly  the 
short  evening  when  the  Rocks  stream  seemed 
alive  with  fish — I  raised  seven  in  as  many  casts, 
including  a  salmon  which  took  away  a  dropper, 
and  killed  three  grilse  and  a  good  lib.  yellow 
trout,  which  I  swung  bodily  out  with  the  strong 
salmon  tackle  on  to  the  ledge  behind  me ;  or  of 
the  delicious  bathing  in  the  clear  deep  pools,  or  in 
a  little  Lnlet  under  a  mossy  knoll,  which  I  entered 
from  a  bank  of  golden  sand  and  vari-coloured 
shingle,  while  the  little  brown  trout  only  left  off 
rising  as  I  plunged  in,  and  began  again  directly  I 
emerged. 

An  embarrassing  incident  in  the  forenoon  of 
our  last  day  is  perhaps  better  described  in  verse : 

Fair  vision  of  white,  and  pink  and  gold, 

Kiver-maids'  raiment,  and  limba  and  hair, 
And  in  a  frail  bark  a  fisherman  old. 

Wondering  whether  be  ought  to  stay  there  ; 
Orags,  heather,  and  woodlands,  fair  to  see, 

Sceno  aa  bright  as  a  poet's  dream, 
Rippling  laughter  and  cries  of  glee, 

Aj  mermaidens  plunge  in  Koland's  stream. 

Bo  he  fishes  on  with  averted  glance. 
Till  a  silvery  flash  cleaves  the  waters  blue, 

And  a  bending  rod  and  a  merry  dance. 
To  the  reel's  wild  music,  is  theirs  to  view  ; 

And  the  fight's  well  fought,  and  the  good  grilse  dies, 
Ere  the  nymphs  emerge  from  their  noontide  swim, 

And  again  the  old  angler  averts  his  eyes- 
Fishes  are  more  than  nymphs  to  him. 

One  afternoon  my  comrade's  siesta  and  my 
tackle  overhauling  were  interrupted  by  the  arrival 


of  a  pony-chaise,  sent  to  bring  us  to  a  "  coffee- 
drink "  at  the  doctor's,  some  two  miles  dova 
fair  Mandaldale.  Him  we  found,  with  a  venerable 
parent,  and  a  genial  officer  from  a  neighbouring 
camp  of  instruction,  and  fair  ladies  who  ought  to 
have  come  first,  in  an  arbom*  in  a  rich-flowering 
garden,  where  the  men  were  smoking  meerschaum 
or  briar  pipes  with  cane  or  cherry  stems  5ft.  long, 
and  presently  we  all  adjourned  to  a  charming 
salon,  where  coffee  and  "  cherry  liqueur,"  deliciona 
cakes  and  biscuits,  and  choice  cigars  were  served, 
and  a  persevering  polyglot  conversation  carried 
on  with  the  aid  of  the  family  lexicon,  and  hearty 
hospitality  and  refined  northern  courtesy  enjoyed 
by  the  two  anglers,  till  the  declining  sun  reminded 
us  of  the  possibilities  of  the  Rocks  Pool,  and  we 
were  allowed  to  go  when  we  had  volunteered  to 
catch  a  fish  for  the  officers'  mess  breakfast. 

It  was  a  pretty  sight,  that  camp  among  the 
heather  and  bracken  under  the  pinewoods,  the 
white  tents,  dark  blue  uniforms,  the  shining 
weapons,  the  national  flag,  and  the  fair-hairea 
sons  of  the  Vikings  strolling  everywhere,  gentle, 
quiet,  courteous  youths.  And  that  sweet  summer 
evening,  as  we  found  good  grilse  again  responsive 
to  casts  from  the  glorious  amphitheatre  of  the 
Rocks,  and  the  villagers,  aye,  and  gentlefolk,  had 
gathered  at  the  camp  for  an  alfresco  dance,  again 
were  the  sensations  of  one  of  us  too  bright  for  sober 
prose : 

Martial  music  from  tents  afar, 
That  gleam  so  white  in  the  sunset  glow  ; 

Where  maidans  and  warriors  dancing  are, 
And  farmers  on  carrioles  come  and  go. 

Pine-clad  mountains  tower  above, 
Grey  crags  shadow  the  river's  edge ; 

Yonder,  near  to  a  darkeaing  grove, 
Two  fishermen  stand  on  a  granite  ledge. 

And  fishes  rise,  and  fishes  are  missed, 
But  two  are  killed  to  the  martial  strain 

Of  the  merry  dance-tunes  to  which  we  list, 
And  the  reel's  wild  musio  not  played  in  vain. 

Two  grilse,  my  costume  not  being  up  to  military 
standard,  "  Red  Spinner  "  bore  off  to  the  camp, 
where  he  was  greeted  with  effusion,  mingled,  I 
believe,  in  the  merry  dance,  and  presently 
brought  back  the  good  doctor  and  some  of 
our  fair  friends  of  the  afternoon,  whom 
we  gave  of  our  humble  stores  (marmalade, 
and  bloater  paste,  sweet  biscuits,  and  port  wine), 
and  they  chatted  and  laughed,  and  bade  us  a 
warm  "farvel,"  what  time  the  moon  hung  a 
silvery  orb  in  the  pale  blue  sky,  just  over  the 
clear  crest  of  a  pine-topped  mountain,  and  no 
music  remained  save  that  of  the  lessening  rapids, 
and 'here  and  there  the  cadenced  rhythm  of  an 
old  Norse  song,  and  some  melodious  bird 
voices. 

On  our  last  afternoon  a  gale  swept  down  our 
peaceful  valley  and  bent  the  sturdy  pines,  and 
made  fishing  hopeless,  so  we  did  not  mind 
spending  a  social  hour  with  the  good  farmer,  his 
wife,  and  daughters,  and  our  three  faithful 
attendants  in  the  big,  old-fashioned  wooden  room 
of  the  old  folks'  farm  across  the  valley,  at  a  long 
table,  cheered  by  relays  of  "  kaffee  punsch," 
"  aquavit,"  and  "  Norsk  cognac,"  and  great  was 
the  tax  on  Ola  Christison's  interpreting  powers, 
for  speeches  were  made  expressive  of  much 
mutual  good  will,  and  "Red  Spinner"  delivered 
a  sententious  and  valuable  lecture  on  the  way  of 
handling  a  boat  under  various  circumstances  in 
salmon  angling,  and  then  we  had  to  give  them 
"  For  he's  a  jolly  good  fellow,"  and  there  were 
more  "  skaals  "  (pronounced  "  skoles "),  and 
we  had  to  inspect  the  curious  big  wooden  loom 
from  which  Anna  produced  such  quaint 
embroideries ;  then  more  hand-shaking,  and,  the 
gale  having  moderated  somewhat,  I  go  down  to 
Pot  Pool,  and  there  is  a  swirl  on  the  surface,  and 
a  brief  screech  of  the  winch  from  a  salmon  which 
sarcastically  says  "farvel,"  while  another  leaps 
out  of  the  deep,  dark  water  to  jeer  at  me,  and  we 
go  home,  man  and  rod  both  alike  flabby. 

Yet  next  morning  comes  compensation  and 
farewell  luck.  In  the  rapids  below  the  rocks  an 
81b.  salmon  takes  a  small  fly  of  my  own  devising, 
and  gives  a  gloi'ious  fight,  for  which  I  am 
intensely  grateful,  quickly  followed  by  a  strong, 
fresh  grilse  in  the  breeze-rufiled,  black  water  of 
Long  Reach  below,  and  I  reel  up  "  with  a  good 
taste  in  my  mouth,"  and  join  my  comrade  at 
breakfast,  after  which  come  packings,  including 
about  a  dozen  each  of  fish,  admirably  kippered  by 
a  neighbouring  farmer,  and  sad  partings 
in  that  fair  vaUey  where  everyone  was  a  friend, 


June  16,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


443 


BURBERRYS'  WEATHERPROOFS. 


GABARDINE 
COMBINATIONS  (Patent) 

Proof 


s  RAIN.  SLEEL  SNOW, 
i  HOT  and  COLD  WINDS, 
^  THORNS,and FISH-HOOKS. 

It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  advantages 
of  GABARDINE,  its  weatherproof  qualities  are  incon- 
testable; it  will  keep  out  drenching  and  continuous  rain 
without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  being  as 
porous  to  the  exhalations  of  the  body  as  ordinary  cloth, 
so  that  it  may  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest,  wet  or 
fine  weather  with  equal  comfort. 


THE  BUSBEBB7  SUIT. 

Gabardioe  or  Eainproof  Tweeds. 
Coat,  63;'-  Breeches,  42/- 


The  "  BURBERRY  "  Coat. 

Embodiea  all  essentials  for  Freeness  in 
action  and  convenience,  with  a  smart  and 
workmanlike  appearance. 

The  balance  is  perfect,  the  weight 
being  evetly  distributed  between  the 
anatomical  parts  of  a  man  adapted  for 
weigbt-carrying.  The  shoulders  and  arms 
are  relieved  of  all  strain,  and  expand- 
ing pleats  at  back  and  front  add  inches 
to  the  width  when  "  opening  out "  the 
shoulders. 


The  SLIP-ON 

Is  an  example  of  skill  in  designing  for 
freedom  an  overcoat. 

Can  be  worn  in  roughest  weather,  afford- 
ing protection  for  hours  in  continuous 
downpours  of  rain. 

It  is  the  only  overcoat  which  gives 
absolutely  free  play  to  the  arms. 

Protects  the  knees,  when  seated,  like  a 
rug. 

Kolls  into  very  small  compass,  and  is 
very  light  and  convenient  for  carrying. 


(Is. 

THE  si.iP-ozr. 

Gabardine  Combine,  63/- 
Eainproof  Coatings,  63  -  &  84/- 


BURBERRYS 


30,    Haymarket,  LONDON, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


PT\  Tljr  *  T  T  f\ftTT  SCOTT  STREET,  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of 
I  I  I  J  1  Jl  II  J  H  «  — .  FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  all  parts 


PERTH. 

Superior  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Greenheart  RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  superiority  of  workmanship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


of  the  World. 


IVIALLOCH'S 

of  all  sizes. 


Patent  FLY  CASE  for  Salmon. 
Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Eyed  Flies     MAI  I  OP  H 
Handy  and  compact.    Each  fly  secured     lilrtU-LWn  O 


Gold  Medal  SALMON  and 
TROUT  EEELS,  unsurpassed 


The  only  perfect  Casting  Eeel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds  of  Coarse    by  neat  and  effective  arrangement.   Large  assortment    for  durability  and  finish,  easy  and  comfortable  to 


Fishing.   Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  casting.   Simple  and  easy  to  learn. 


of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


work. 


IVIALLOCH'S    ^"''^      iied&l  SALMON 


IVIALLOCH'S 


GRILSE,  and  SEA  TROUT 
FLIES. 


Gold    Medal    BIVEB  and 
LOCH  FLIES,  Eyed  or  on 
Gut. 


MAI  I  nrU'Q    Gold    Medal  FLOATING 
ITInLI-UOn  O    TROUT  FLIES    with  Up- 
right Wings. 

Most  Eztensivo  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Patterns, 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Bivers  and  Lochs,  all  Neatly  and  Beautifully  Tied. 


-A-WA-RDED      TEN      GOLD      AND      OTHER  MEDA-LS 


FOR 


Telegrams: 

EXCELLENCE 


'MALLOCH,  PERTH, 

IN  FISHINO- 


TA.CKLE. 

C2J 
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and  we  could  not  go  forth  without  many  a  warm 
hand-shake  and  hearty  "  tak  for  fisken,"  for  we 
had  given  scores  away,  and  after  a  few  days  used 
■  to  ask  our  men,  "  Now,  who  hasn't  had  a  fish  ?  " 
"  There's  the  postmistress,  and  the  farmer  with  the 
sick  wife,  the  sewing- woman,  the  blacksmith,  and 
30  on.    .    .  ." 

We  had  dreaded  heavy  rains,  but  had  no  need 
for  waterproofs,  and  got  well  browned  by 
generous  sunshine.  "We  had  feared  mosquitoes 
a^d  midges,  and  found  them  une  quantite 
negligeable  compared  to  our  experience  in  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

I  rather  regretted  not  having  even  seen  fair 
Manflo  Lake,  reported  to  swarm  with  trout,  and 
with  wildfowl  in  winter,  where  my  good  comrade 
had  caught  forty  trout  in  two  hours,  about  three 
to  the  pound,  and  we  had  not  profited  by  leave 
on  a  private  lake,  where  the  fish  were  said  to  be 
mostly  2-pounders,  and  to  resemble  sea  trout. 
No.  8  beat  of  the  Mandal,  though  the  elements  of 
weather  and  water  were  persistently  against  us, 
was  good  enough  on  those  long  bright  summer 
days  for  the  two  keen  old  anglers. 

Well  had  we  fared,  too,  at  the  friendly  farm, 
with  plenteous  milk,  cream,  butter,  and  eggs,  big 
bowls  of  luscious  woodland  berries,  new  and 
delicious  Norse  preserves,  fruit  creams,  jellies, 
and  other  quaint  confections,  with  our  own  stores 
of  bacon,  tinned  meats,  soups,  savouries,  marma 
lada,  lemonade-essence,  and  native  ales,  not 
forgetting  the  good  Scottish  "malt"  (heavily 
dutied),  and  certain  quaint  little  cases,  called 
Fetite  caissette  Bthe,  or  "three-course  lunches," 
wherein  cyclist  or  angler  found,  in  most  portable 
shape,  self-opening  tins,  each  with  its  own  little 
fork,  holding  three  dainty  preparations  of  fish, 
savoury  meats,  and  sweets,  the  latter,  in  our 
assortment,  either  plum  pudding  or  preserved 
pineapple. 

We  got  fresh  meats  occasionally  from  the 
muckle  toun  "  of  Mandal,  at  the  mouth  of  our 
river,  and  as  to  fish,  salmon  or  grilse  of  the 
pinkest  and  firmest,  that  was  never  lacking,  and 
though  "Red  Spinner"  rebelled  at  length,  like 
those  somewhat  apochryphal  apprentices  of  whom 
one  hears  so  often,  I  could  eat  it  three  times  a 
day  to  the  last.  But  now  my  good  comrade  has 
gone  on  a  tour  of  inspection — with  the  agent — of 
the  lower  beats  down  to  Mandal,  and  hears  of 
fine  doings  here  and  there,  and  of  grilse  being  so 
thick  in  one  pool  a  day  or  two  ago  that  three  or 
four  would  dash  at  the  fly  at  once,  and  sees  how 
cleverly  and  persistently  the  nets  are  managed  at 
the  mouth,  and  wonders  that  so  many  fish  get  up 
as  do. 

And  I,  on  a  small  char-a-banc,  chosen  of  four 
vehicles  brought  for  my  inspection,  with  my 
faithful  boatman  and  gillie,  young  Knut,  as 
charioteer,  and  a  plump  cream-coloured  "  heste," 
make  a  leisurely  start  on  that  glorious  drive 
through  forest-land,  river-land,  and  lake-land, 
with  the  long  walks  up  steep  hills,  picking  flowers, 
ferns,  and  berries,  noting  the  friendly  crows,  mag 
pies,  woodpeckers,  sand-pipers,  and  robins. 
And  a  noontide  halt  in  a  birchen  glade. 

Laved  oy  a  rippling  amber  stream, 
Where  the  "  heste  "  crops  sweet  grass  in  the  shade, 

And  troutlets  leap  in  a  golden  gleam. 
Bright  is  the  shingle  that  shines  below, 

Orecn  the  fair  tern-fronds  and  trees  around, 
Where  yoong  Knut  and  the  angler  rest  ere  they  go 
On  the  char-:i-banc  light  to  the  distant  Sound. 
Then  the  chain  of  lakes  and  tarns,  bedecked 
■viiih  fair  lilies,  white  and  golden;  the  island- 
studded  bay,  smiling  in  sun-glow ;  Ernst's  Hotel, 
a  last  Norse  "spise;"  meetings  with  brother 
anglers ;  a  lovely  after-supper  walk  through  the 
beautiful  wooden  town,  with  its  quaint  stores  of 
curios  in  the  way  of  old  silver,  old  and  modern 
embroidery,  wood-ware,  and  toys ;  and  across  the 
bridge  over  the  Sands  River,  in  a  glorious  sunset 
np  the  grassy  and  rocky  hills  to  the  edge  of  the 
deep  blue  sea— a  very  fairyland  this.  Then  down 
totheqaay  to  greet  my  comrade  arriving  from 
Randal  on  the  "  Dampen  fra  Bergen  "  (steamer 
from  Bergen),  and  next  morning  we  are  on 
the  Orl/xndo  again,  meeting  former  fellow- 
pasaengers,  bronzed  with  Northland  suns,  full  of 
bnght  reminiscences  of  "  Gammie  Norge,"  its 
salmon,  trout,  and  grayling;  and  behold  there  is 
a  soft  veil  over  the  scene,  rain  has  come  at  last, 
fair  Norse  Nature  weeps  for  her  departing 
children,  and  the  sky  grows  darker  and  darkey 
and,  in  contrast  to  the  smiling  sunshine  of  our 


outward  voyage,  we  have  a  regular  stifp  North 
Sea  storm,  at  its  height  from  lunch  to  dinner,  at 
which  meal  a  fair  young  lady- angler,  beating  a 
handsome  bride,  who  disappears  after  the  soup, 
sits  out  the  meal,  the  only  lady,  and  is  solemnly 
presented  by  the  gallant  captain  with  the  com- 
pany's gilt  button  and  a  neat  little  address.  And 
next  day  things  improve  again,  and  at  dinner 
"fiddles"  are  no  longer  required,  the  evening 
concert  is  a  great  success,  and  next  morning  we  are 
in  the  Thames,  and  soon  landing  at  Tilbury;  and 
anon  I  just  manage  to  catch  the  boat  train  for 
D  over  and  Calais  by  a  breathless  minute,  and  am 
at  home  in  the  early  afternoon,  full  of  love  and 
gratitude  to  that  bright  country  to  which  mine 
was  leas  a  "  farvel "  than  a  hearty  and  hopeful 
"  au  revoir." 


AN  ANGLER'S  PATIENCE. 


BLUE  BOOK  OF  THE  THAMES 
ANGLING  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY 

Wb  must  congratulate  the  hon.  secretary  and 
committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.  on  the  report  which 
has  just  been  issued  on  the  annual  Blue  Book  of 
the  society.  If  it  is  not  quite  so  satisfactory  as 
it  might  be  that  is  the  fault  of  Thames  anglers  in 
not  properly  supporting  the  arduous  and  able, 
and  at  the  same  time  purely  gratuitous,  work 
done  by  Mr.  Higgins  and  the  other  gentlemen  of 
the  committee. 

As  the  general  angling  season  opens  on  the 
Thames  on  the  17  th  inst.  we  propose  to  print 
some  of  the  fishery  bye-laws  from  the  circulai 
issued  with  the  report  by  the  society. 

Among  other  matters  which  we  have  noted  with 
satisfaction  are  the  following  : 

Funds  of  the  Society. 
The  society  starts  its  new  "business  year"  with  a 
balance  in  hand  of  some  £146  83.  Id.,  and  it  is  submitted 
that  this  is  satisfactory,  seeing  the  large  outlays  that  have 
to  be  made  in  the  preservation  and  improvement  of  the 
fishery. 

A  Geatis  Lithogeaph  Show  Caed. 
In  order  to  further  make  known  the  objects  of  the 
T.A.P.S.,  the  executive  has  had  some  400  show  cards 
lithographed,  and  a  copy  thereof  will  be  gladly  supplied  to 
any  subscriber,  member,  or  club,  who  will  sisnify  a  desire 
to  have  one  for  exhibition. 

Appeal  as  Regards  Unprofessional  Conduct  of 
Professional  Fi.sheemen. 

The  committee  has  also  addressed  the  following  appeal 
to  all  the  professional  fishermen  below  Staines : 

"  During  tte  past  coarse  fish  angling  season  many  com- 
plaints and  remonstrances  reached  the  society  concerning 
avoidable,  regrettable,  and  unsportsmanlike  practices  on 
the  part  of  professional  fishermen  on  the  above-m3ntioned 
part  of  the  river  Thames,  notably : 

(«)— The  general  absence  of  personal  interest  and  efforts 
on  their  part  in  preserving  and  protecting  fish 
and  spawn 

(b)  — General  inaction  and  indi£fererc3  in  preventing  the 
destruction  of  undersized  fish'. 

(c)  — Taking  when  out  with  their  ja'rons,  and  at  end  of 
day's  fishing,  retaining  large  quantities  of  sizeable 
fish  and  selling  same  away  from  the  river  for 
bait,  insteid  of  returning  those  not  wanted  to 
the  water,  thereby  largely  and  unfairly  depleting 
the  stock  and  preventing  the  maturing  of  speci 
men  fish. 

(d)  — The  angling  by  professional  fishermen  on  their  own 
account  for  the  best  fish,  and  in  the  best  spots, 
to  the  great  detriment  of  the  sport  of  their 
patrons,  for  which  the  professional  fishermen  are 
liberally  paid  and  should  always  endeavour  to 
provide. 


The  society  hopes  and  believes  that  the  above- 
mentioned  objectionable  features  and  practices  are  not 
general,  but  it  has  a  serious  duty  thrown  upon  it,  to  put 
an  end  to  them  by  the  application  of  such  means  as  can  be 
now  adopted  or  will  have  to  be  obtained.  In  the  first  in- 
stance, however,  the  society  makes  an  earnest  appeal  to 
all  professional  fish 3rmen  on  the  Lower  Thames,  both  as 
sportsmen  and  in  their  own  personal  interests,  to  pledge 
themselves  to  the  cessation  and  removal  of  the  above- 
mentioned  grounds  of  complaint  in  particular,  and  to  give 
their  honest  co-operation  and  ready  assistance  in  carrying 
out  '  fish  preservation  '  in  its  integrity,  by  at  all  times 
endeavouring,  in  or  out  of  season,  to  preserve  spawn,  fry, 
and  undersized  fish,  and  to  prevent  the  taking  or  retention 
of  si/.eable  fish  for  sale." 

It  cannot  be  too  well  known  that  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy Bye-laws  prohibit  "  fishing  from  any  punt  or 
vessel  on  the  Thames  between  the  expiration  of  the  first 
hour  after  sunset  and  the  last  hour  before  suitiae." 

Orihntal  Books  formerly  Isiined  by  W.  H.  AUen  and  Oo  now 
publlghed  by  Bampnon  Low.  Marston  anrt  Co.,  Limited  St 
DunRtan'B  Houno,  Fetter  lane,  London,  Publlnhers  to  tfae  India 
Office.— A  0atau)9i;h  of  thene  T6xt  UooIih,  Olaas  BooIib,  HIb- 
"^fetttoli  Government  PobUontiom  can  Ue  Bad  on 


But  let  patience  have  her  perfect  work,"  says 
the  Scripture, "  that  ye  may  be  perfect  and  entire, 
nothing  wanting."  In  no  undertaking  must  this 
text  be  more  fully  carried  out  than  in  angling. 
It  is,  in  fact,  the  first  lesson  to  which  one's  notice 
should  be  particularly  drawn.  There  can  be  no 
question  that  the  science  is  invested  with  trouble 
and  adversity  from  beginning  to  end.  If  an 
angler  has  not  patience  to  a  last  degree  he  wiU 
rarely,  if  ever,  attain  the  bent  of  his  ambition. 
The  whole  matter  is  surrounded  by  so  much  that 
will  vex  the  intellect,  more  particularly  with  the 
novice,  that  it  will  often  appear  as  though  the 
final  pillar  most  necessary  to  attain  could  never 
be  reached.  Tet  this  is  a  fallacy.  It  must  be 
remembered  to  become  proficient  in  any  pastime, 
whether  it  be  golf,  tennis,  croquet,  cricket,  or  any 
other  entered  into  by  the  amateur,  will  require 
long  endurance  and  great  suffering  to  both  mind 
and  body  before  one  can  reach  the  goal  of  per- 
fection, and  only  those  who  have  gone  through 
the  education  indispensably  requisite  in  any  of  the 
subjects  know  the  difficulty  of  creeping  to  the 
summit  of  this  nearly  perpendicular  height. 
When  ascended,  however,  the  triumph  which  has 
been  gained  is  beyond  description. 

No  sport  that  is  continually  allowed  to  cause 
annoyance  can  be  carried  out  with  pleasure,  but 
more  than  half  the  mortifications  which  occur  are 
brought  about  by  one  being  incorrectly  instructed 
at  the  commencement.  The  very  first  lesson  that 
should  be  impressed  on  the  mind  of  sportsmen  in 
any  calling  is  that  perfection  is  only  acquired  by 
those  who  will,  before  doing  anything  else,  learn 
the  ancient  art  of  patience.  It  is  almost  im- 
practicable to  put  an  old  head  on  young  shoulders, 
though,  no  doubt,  some  exhibit  more  prudence  in 
their  early  days  than  others ;  but  in  those  who 
show  this  foresight  it  can,  as  a  rule,  be  traced  to 
their  upbringing.  Necessai-ily  this  is  the  same  as ' 
where  a  fisherman  never  becomes  an  adept  unless 
he  is  properly  trained  in  his  novitiate,  of  which 
patience  is  the  ground  work. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  his  trials  are  great 
and  numerous.  On  most  occasions  everything 
seems  to  be  deliberately  at  war  with  his  efforts, 
and  the  usual  manner  of  trying  to  repair  these 
"  untoward  incidents  "  is,  figuratively  speakin^, 
to  turn  all  things  blue.  Tet,  when  matters  are 
considered  quietly  in  after  days,  better  thoughts 
will  fill  one's  mind,  which  would  have  induced 
one  to  treat  the  occurrences  more  kindly. 

Upon  due  deliberation,  it  may  be  supposed 
that  the  greater  number  of  anglers,  after 
numerous  casualties  of  a  most  aggravating  kind, 
will  admit  that  a  large  amount  of  energy  has 
been  fruitlessly  exhausted  by  the  temper  which 
has  been  roused.  On  a  long  day's  fishing  it  will 
be  found  that  all  the  strength  must  be  reserved, 
in  order  to  bring  into  play  that  activity  which  is 
so  needful  to  successfully  circumvent  a  lusty 
trout ;  not  so  much,  perhaps,  in  the  way  of 
muscular  power  as  that  of  the  brain.  A  good 
fish  will  require  all  the  skill  one  can  bring  to 
bear  not  only  in  its  ultimate  capture,  but  that  he 
should  be  so  handled  that  he  does  not  disturb  in  his 
fight  other  fish  which  may  be  in  the  vicinity, 
which  one  eventually  will  hope  to  place  in  one's 
basket.  In  this  generalship,  if  the  orders  do  not 
come  at  once  from  an  untired  and  tranquil 
brain,  the  result  will  be  nil,  and  this  is  more  otten 
than  not  occasioned  by  continual  bursts  of  anger 
by  which  the  whole  state  of  the  body  is  brought 
to  a  nervous  and  highly  excitable  temperament. 

That  the  "  temptations  "  through  which  we  of 
the  "  profession "  all  have  to  pass  are  hard  to 
resist  it  cannot  be  denied,  and  many  are  the 
anglers  who  appear  to  think  that  it  is  impossible 
but  to  use  expressions  "not  fitted  for  this 
establishment,"  as  a  great  statesman  once  put  it, 
but  they  should  bear  in  mind  what  the  great 
Napoleon  said  about  the  word  "  impossible."  His 
opinion  was  that  it  could  only  be  found  in  the 
dictionary  of  fools.  In  these  circumstances  the 
idea  can  be  at  once  dismissed. 

It  is  not  intended  to  suggest  that  it  is  an  easy 
matter  when  angling  to  always  bear  a  pleasant 
face,  more  particularly  as  there  are  other  subjects 
besides  those  immediately  connected  with  the  art 
which  will  force  themselves  to  the  front.  It 
therefore  needs  a  long  and  careful  study  to  look 
with  cool  and  unconcerned  eyes  on  the  whole 
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matter.  Some  fishermen,  for  instance,  seem  to 
think  that  there  is  something  commendable  in 
spoiling  another's  sport,  even  without  perhaps 
reaping  any  benefit  to  themselves,  more  so  when 
they  can  do  it  in  what  may  be  called  a  "  slim  " 
manner.  These  it  might  be  thought  are  beyond 
the  notice  of  a  genuine  angler,  and  if  they  are  left 
severely  alone  will  suffer  more  in  their  own  minds 
than  any  hard  words  from  those  whom  it  is  their 
wish  to  annoy  can  inflict. 

It  would  be  unreasonable  to  put  forward  the 
above  arguments  without  suggesting  some  mode 
of  allaying  the  irritation  which  is  continually 
arising  by  a  multitude  of  incidents  which  creep 
unawares  in  the  footsteps  of  an  angler.  One  of 
the  best  is  by  the  use  of  tobacco,  which  has  now 
become  almost  universal,  as  by  the  time  a  pipe  or 
cigar  has  been  consumed  a  different  light  will 
appear  over  the  situation,  and  that  which  has 
been  considered  most  provoking  will  come  before 
one  as  an  amusing  occurrence.  Pheasant  Tail, 


PABIS  EXHIBITION,  1900. 


Some  Notes  on  the  Exhibit  of 
Messes.  Hardy  Brotheks,  of  Alnwick. 
The  space  occupied  is  3Hft.  long  and  8ft.  wide. 
A  great  variety  of  the  firm's  work  is  shown  in 


built  cane  with  steel  centre,  and  is  hexagonal.  It 
is  a  beautiful  rod,  full  of  power  and  elasticity, 
but  lighter  than  the  one  previously  mentioned. 
Then  follows  a  new  type  of  "  Spey  "  rod.  This  is 
called  the  improved  "  Spey  "  rod,  designed  for  Mr. 
Geo.  M.  Kelson.  It  is  a  switching  rod,  and  has  most 
of  the  action  down  into  the  hands.  Those  who 
prefer  the  "  switch  "  to  the  overhead  cast  will  in 
this  rod  recognise  the  perfection  to  which  the  art 
of  rod  making  has  attained  in  the  hands  of 
Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick.  Then 
follows  a  16ft.  rod,  called  the  "  Hi-Regan,"  a 
well-known,  and,  perhaps,  the  most  favourite  type 
produced.  It  is  a  rod  suited  for  almost  any  water 
— not  too  long,  and  weighing  only  32oz.,  but  of 
great  power.  Hundreds  of  these  rods  are  in  use, 
and  give  great  satisfaction.  "  Hi-Regan  "  is  the 
nom  de  plume  of  Capt.  Dunn,  editor  of  "  How 
and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland,"  for  whom  the 
rod  was  originally  designed — a  rare  old  sports- 
man. Then  comes  "H.  Cholmondeley  Pennell's" 
general  rod,  designed  for  Mr.  Pennell  as  a  small 
salmon  rod.  It  is  14ft.  long,  and  has  also, 
besides  its  two  fly  tops,  one  for  spinning  and 
prawning,  and  another,  shorter,  for  trolling — in 
all  a  most  useful  rod,  either  for  small  salmon  and 
sea  trout,  or  where  only  one  rod  can  be  carried,  as 
it  will  do  for  any  kind  of  fishin?.  Capt.  Goodwin 
with  one  of  these  rods  killed  the  largest  salmon 


made  for  the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gozidf.i;,  called 
the  "  Marston."  This  is  a  rod  which  can  be 
lengthened  by  putting  an  extra  piece  to  the  butt, 
which  makes  it  a  small  double-handed  rod.  Also 
a  special  dry-fly  rod  of  a  peculiar  type,  called  the 
"  Harden,"  with  action  much  accentuated  into 
the  hand.  Again,  the  "  Houghton  "  rods  (perhaps 
better  known  than  any  othersj,  lift,  to  Oft.  Oin., 
are  very  correct  in  action  and  balance.  All  these 
are  fitted  with  Hardy's  patent  reversible  spears, 
Bridge  rings,  &c. 

For  the  ordinary  wet  fly  work  there  is  <  j  uite  ai 
large  a  selection,  in  all  lengths,  do  wn  to  a  tiny  mite 
of  loz. — a  beautiful  rod  for  a  young  lady,  and  of 
wonderful  power  considering  its  weight. 

In  reels,  there  is  Messrs.  Hardy's  patent 
"  Perfect,"  with  its  ball  bearings  and  regulating 
check.  These  are  in  two  forms,  one  the  usual 
width,  and  the  other  very  narrow  and  of  large 
diameter,  so  that  winding  in  the  line  is  accom- 
plished more  quickly — a  valuable  improvement, 
and  one  to  be  appreciated  when  a  fish  is  running 
towards  you.  Then  the  "  Field,"  another  type,  is 
shown,  and  a  great  favourite  it  is  with  English 
anglers.  These  reels  are  from  2Un.  to  •5iin.,  and 
cover  all  the  ground  for  fly  fishing.  A  new  form  for 
spinning,  called  the  patent  "Silex  "  reel,  is  a  most 
practical  tool,  and  is  fast  becoming  popular  for 
all  Isinds  of  bait  and  fly  fishing.    With  it  a  2ioz. 


steel-centred  cane -built  rods,  cane -built  rods 
without  steel  centre,  greenheart,  and  others. 
Most  of  these  are  fitted  with  Messrs.  Hardy's 
patented  appliances,  such  as  lockfast  .ioi^ts. 
Bridge  rings,  reversible  spears  and  button  &c. 

These  rods  embrace  everything  from  a  4oz. 
lady's  rod  for  brook  trout  to  the  20ft.  salmon 
rod  with  which  Mr.  Wilfred  Kennedy  killed  the 
largest  salmon  ever  taken  with  rod  and  line.  This 
was  on  the  Aora  in  Norway  some  three  years  ago 
— 72.ilb.  Powerful  tarpon  rods  are  also  included. 
Notable  among  the  salmon  rods  is  a  new  nine- 
section  rod  fitted  with  all  improvements — double- 
built,  steel  centre,  and  newly-patented  joints 
called  the  quadruple  grip  "  Lloyd  "  lockfast  joints. 
These  joints  are  easily  manipulated  and  absolutely 
secure.  The  rod  in  itself,  although  comparatively 
light,  has  enormous  power,  with  a  beautiful 
sprin  gy  action  in  the  butt.  The  tops  have  plenty  of 
weight,  and,  indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  this  is  one 
at  the  finest  salmon  rods  ever  seen.  The  price,  no 
doubt,  is  high  fl-'j  guineas),  but  for  such  work, 
considering  the  perfect  detail  and  practical 
knowledge  which  is  here  combined  in  the  highest 
degree,  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  dear. 

Another  pleasing  type,  the  "Champion,"  is 
shown.   ThiB  rod,  17ft.  9in,  in  length,  is  double- 


from  the  Tay,  in  Scotland,  in  the  season  1898 — 
55Ub.  weight. 

Then  follow  other  14ft.  rods,  differing  in 
weight  according  to  the  work  for  which  they  are 
intended;  also  13ft.  rods,  which  brings  us  down 
to  the  single-handed  rods  mostly  used  for  trout, 
sea  trout,  grayling,  &c.  In  steel  centre  cane- 
built  rods,  ordinary  cane-built,  and  greenheart 
rods,  there  is  a  great  selection,  differing  slightly 
in  their  build  and  style  to  s"'*-  ms. 

The  latest  developmc  —  -j  „  Ms 

dry-fly  fishing,  which  is  adding  to  its  votaries  on 
both  sides  of  the  water  every  day.  It  is 
undoubtedly  a  beautiful  and  exciting  art.  To 
place  a  dry  fly  perfectly  over  the  nose  of  a  rising 
trout,  and  allow  it  to  drift  over  him  is  naturally 
somewhat  difficult  of  attainment,  but  none  the 
less  pleasurable  on  that  account.  Here  the  firm 
show  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford's  famous  "Priceless" 
rod,  specially  made  for  and  approved  by  Mr. 
Halford.  This  rod  is  10ft.  3in.  long,  is  very 
powerful,  and  when  fitted  with  a  heavy 
"  Corona  "  line  (specially  made  for  these  rods)  is 
calculated  to  place  a  fly  correctly  and  at  a  good 
distance  even  against  a  stiff  wind.  Then  we  have 
a  similar  rod,  the  "  Red  Spinner,"  made  for  the 
editor  of  the  English  Field ;  and  again  another 


bait  was  thrown  the  enormous  distance  of  87yd8. 
2ft.  at  the  last  London  tournament  by  Mr.  T. 
Emery.  This  is  done  direct  from  the  reel;  ie., 
the  bait  is  wound  up  until  about  lAyds.  from 
the  point  of  the  rod,  and  is  then  thrown  by  the 
angler,  who  at  the  same  time  presses  a  little  knob 
on  the  reel.  This  knob  keeps  the  reel  open  until 
the  bait  is  nearing  its  destination,  when,  being 
released,  it  controls  the  delivery  of  the  bait,  and 
keeps  the  reel  in  check  in  winding  up.  These 
reels  are  now  made  with  an  additional  check  for 
putting  on  after  hooking  a  fish.  The  reel  is  a 
notable  invention,  and  is  bound  to  have  a  great 
future.  Other  reels,  some  as  large  as  7in., 
designed  with  holding  lever  brakes  for  tarpon 
fishing,  are  also  on  view. 

In  landing  nets  there  is  a  great  variety,  the 
most  notable  among  which  is  the  "  Eclipse."  This 
net  can  be  carried  hung  over  the  creel  strap,  or  a 
special  strap  quite  closed  up  like  a  small  umbrella, 
in  length  about  2ft.  when  not  in  use ;  when 
required  to  land  a  fish  it  can  be  detached  with  one 
hand,  thrown  over  and  outwards,  when  you  have 
a  firm  substantial  net  of  about  -jft.  long.  There 
are  also  the  "  Royde,"  "  Houghton,"  "  Ariel,"  the 
"  Coquet,"  and  others  more  or  less  suitable  for  the 
different  requirements  of  anglers, 
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In  lines,  some  very  fine  dressed  ones  are  here 
both  for  fly  fishing  and  spinning. 

There  is  also  a  great  variety  of  baits  and 
tackles,  such  as  are  used  in  England,  and  which 
should  be  examined  by  aU  Continental  anglers 
In  fact,  such  an  opportunity  of  seeing  all  Messrs 
Hardy's  specialities  should  not  be  lost.  The  firm 
publishes  a  large  catalogue  in  English  and 
French,  -which  may  be  had  free  on  application, 
These  catalogues  are  a  liberal  education  in 
angling,  and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  all  anglers 
There  is  shown  a  great  variety  of  sections  of  the 
rods  in  double-built  cane,  in  five  to  eleven 
sections,  which  are  most  interesting.  The  firm, 
while  making  for  all  the  most  prominent  English 
sportsmen  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  enjoyed  the 
patronage  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  late  Prince 
Albert  Victor,  and  at  present  are  makers  tp  their 
Royal  Highnesses  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Jork. 

We  certainly  advise  all  anglers  who  visit  the 
splendid  Paris  Exhibition  to  examine  Messrs 
Hardy  Brothers'  fine  show.  It  is  very  enter- 
prising on  their  part  to  have  got  out  an  edition 
of  their  illustrated  catalogue  in  the  French 
language. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS.  LOCHS,  k. 


River  Reporters  ivho  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  Qnd  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  f  5.5  min.  for  Kew. 

Ajj)40   ,,     „   Putney.  iaa)'^^    >i     n  Eichmond. 

"^"""S^  ,,    „  Hammersmith.  80  „     „  Twickenham 

(.50   „    „  Barnes.  (.85   „  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
uid  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  WATEa  at  London  Bbldsb. 

Morring.  Evening. 

Saturday,    June  ]ii                          .3-50    4.1l' 

Sunday,          „  17                            4.34    4..)(l 

Monday,         „  IS                            .5.19    44 

Tuesday,        ,,  ]l)                            a.  <J    K  .35 

Wednesday,    „  2l)                            7.  3    7  30 

Thursday,       ,,  al                            7.59    8.31 

Friday,           ,,  22                            9.  .5    9  39 

HieH  WATBB  at  AMBEBLBT  and  PULBOBOnSH. 

Morufnj.  Even^nc. 

Saturday,    June    li;    4  30    4  -52 

Sunday,  ,,      J7   ,   .5  14    5  311 

Monday,  ,,       l-S    .5  .59    (i  28 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Palborougb  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Henley).— Jane  14.— Nothing  has  been  done 
hsre  daring  the  past  week  I  hear  of  one  trout  having 
te5n  taken  at  Shiplike  weighing  SJlb.  The  recent  rain 
hi8  done  the  river  a  lot  of  good,  and  the  coarse  fis'iing 
seasjn  should  open  well. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Lechlade), — lliver  in  splendid  order  for  the 

opening  of  the  seiaon,  and  roach,  chub,  and  perch  are 
abcu';  in  good  numbers,  and  a  good  season  is  confidently 
looked  forward  to.  Troating  items  are  quiet.  Caddis 
and  gentle  should  he  tried  for  roach  and  chub,  and  small 
worm  and  liva  minnow  for  perch. — Ramiiler. 

AnchOime  District.— It  has  been  very  hot,  and  trout 
fishing  has  oaly  been  passible  early  morning  and  late 
evening.  The  higher  temperature  has  brought  out  the 
evening  dans  in  large  numbers,  whilst  black  gnats  have 
beer,  out  in  myriads,  and  fish  are  glutted  with  them.  A 
good  change  at  present  will  be  the  Dotterel  and  Freckled 
Duns.  The  former  is  made  from  inside  or  outside 
dotterel  wing,  with  orange  or  yellow  body.  There  is 
hardly  any  bird  more  valued  for  dressing  than  the 
dotterel,  and  years  ago  I  have  often  piid  63.  for  a  skin. 
The  Freckled  Dun  is  made  from  dark  moorcock  and 
orange  body,  and  is  a  first  favourite  with  fish  so  long  as  it 
is  on.  The  Drake  has  been  on  ten  or  twelve  da]  8.  Coarse 
fithing  bsgins  on  the  Ancholme  on  Saturday,  and  river  is 
well  stocked. — Tiiomah  Fobi>  (Caistor). 

Amn  (Falborong'h). — Fish  have  been  spawning 
fiirly  well,  though  owing  to  the  continued  dry  weather 
the  river  still  very  low  and  bright  in  parts,  and  unless 
we  get  rain  only  a  limited  amount  of  sport  can  be 
expected  on  opening  day,  June  10,  and  that  in  the  deeper 
waters. — W.  ().  Hiji.i.ma.n. 

Bare  (Norfoik,  Wroxham  Distriot).- The  river  is 
in  good  order,  and  the  weather  has  at  last  become  summer- 
like.  Coarse  fishing  should  soon  become  worth  attention 
if  there  is  a  continuance  of  the  alternate  showery  spells 
followed  by  warm  days  and  nights  we  have  lately  (x- 
ptriencnJ.  Vachting  is  commencing,  but  is  not  v«ry  general 
at  present.  _  The  country  is  looking  beautiful.  Trout 
fishing  on  private  waters  has  lately  been  good,  baskets  of 
twenty  or  thirty  having  been  taken  on  different  streams, 
and  dace  are  now  in  capital  order,  and  give  good  sport  to 


fly  where  found.  A  lot  of  rods  ware  out  on  the  Bare 
durins  Whitsuntide,  and  some  large  bags  were  landed, 
including  many  good  lots  of  perch.  Prospects  for  bottom 
fishing  are  now  beginning  to  lock  very  encouraging. — C 

Taylor. 

Coin,   Leach,  &c.   (East  Gloucester  shire)  .— 

The  Grey  Drake  was  still  well  on  at  Fairford  and  on  the 
Upper  Coin  on  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  June,  and  the  trout 
on  several  stretches  continued  to  take  the  fly  freely,  more 
especially  about  four  o'clock  ;  and  in  the  evening  the  big 
Brown  Alders  have  been  freely  taken.  On  Friday,  last 
week,  Mr.  T.  Powell,  of  Fairford,  in  the  evening  rise, 
killed  a  trout  that  weighed  2 Jib.,  and  on  the  following 
evening  one  of  l|lb.  Another  gentleman  had  a  brace  of 
trout  from  Dndgrove  that  wfigbed  2|lb.  Amongst 
others  who  have  been  out  in  the  Fairford  district  since  my 
last  have  been  Drs.  Bloxsome,  Powell  (High worth), 
Wolf endale,  and  Hooker ;  and  Messrs.  F.  Carbonell,  W. 
Warne  (Tetbury),lGlarke,  Browne,  Fry,  T.  Powell,  Amoott, 
Mayhew,  Johnson,  Dawson,  Longton,  &o.  Mr.  Reginald 
Barker,  Mr.  Hitchman  lies,  and  Mr.  Alec  lies  have  been 
having  nice  sport  on  the  Fairford  Park  waters,  with  creels 
of  two,  three,  four,  and  five  brac5.  Mr.  Warne  has  been 
out  between  the  bridge  with  some  pretty  evening  sport 
Th)  Duke  of  Leads  and  Mr.  Wilson  have  been  having 
some  splendid  sport  on  the  Williamstrip  Park  waters, 
their  total  for  a  month's  trouting  np  to  Saturday  last 
amounting  to  104  brace  of  averaged  pounders,  some  of 
the  fish  being  nearly  21b.  each.  Mr.  Harold  Gibbs  and 
friends,  eince  the  op''ning  of  the  season,  have  a  grand  total 
of  no  less  than  304  braca  of  beautiful  trout.  Mr. 
Cooper's  Bibury  Court  waters  have  again  been 
producing  some  grand  t  spo.-t,  one  creel  amounting 
to  six  and  a  half  brace,  and  others  have  ranged 
from  three  and  four  to  five  brace.  Mr.  Gjrdner- 
Bazley  and  friends  have  been  having  pretty  sport  on  the 
picturesque  Hatherop  Castle  waters,  several  2-pounder3 
being  amongst  the  fine  fiah  taken.  Mr.  Stradliog,  who 
has  been  doing  well  at  Fairford,  reports  losing  an 
estimated  9-pounderat  Hungerford,  the  fish,  which  rose  to 
the  May  Fly,  taking  him  round  a  pile  of  the  bridge.  Good 
sport  has  been  had  on  the  Upper  Coin,  at  Foss  Brid  e. 
Coin.  Rogera,  Withington,  and  Winson,  and  Mr.  Jehu 
Faulkner  and  friends  have  had  nic9  sport  on  the  Whelford 
water,  anl  Messrs.  Garrard,  Ellison,  and  March  have 
done_  very  well  on  the  Butler's  Court  waters  and  water 
adjoining,  one  day  Mr.  Ellison  getting  a  trout  of  2|lb 
Oa  the  Leaohj  Dr.  Paikes-Lcckwood  and  friends  have 
been  having  nice  sport  on  the  L'.ttle  Paringdon  water.', 
and  Mr.  John  Barton  has  again  been  showing  his  friends 
some  excellent  sport  on  the  Fi&eld  waters.  Mr.  Sydney 
Galpin  has  been  nut  at  Eistleach.  A  terrific  thunderstorm 
broke  over  the  Fairford  district  on  Monday  night.  The 
heavy  rain  will  materially  improve  the  fishing  as  soon  as 
the  water  clears.  Best  flies  :  Small  Grey  Drake,  Brown 
Alder,  Red  and  Sherry  Spinner-,  Yellow  May  Dun,  C^ch- 
y-Bondhn,  R'^d  Palmer,  and  Blue  Dun.  The  Coachman 
will  also  kill  in  the  evening. — Pan. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  Diatrlct).— The  recent  rain 
has  been  most  welcome,  the  river  having  run  very  low 
and  clear.  The  spoit  has  been  principally  by  dapping 
with  the  Black  Palmer,  caterpillar,  and  gentle.  The  only 
time  that  any  good  fishing  can  be  had  is  late  in  the 
evenings.  Mr.  Green  had  a  day  on  the  Hems  last  week, 
getting  fourteen  fish — some  of  good  size — with  the  Olive 
QaiU  and  small  Black  Hackle.  On  Friday  Mr.  H.  T. 
Distin  killed  nine  and  Mr.  Green  six.  Mr.  E.  Dijtin 
secured  eleven  on  Thursday,  and  takes  of  a  few  brace 
have  been  made  by  Messrs.  Aokrell,  Revell,  Sopar, 
Mr.  Pollard  has  also  hid  one  or  two  fair  lots.  The  best 
flies  just  now  era  the  Blue  Upright,  Black  Palmer, 
Wickbam's  Fancy,  and  Black  Goat.  Mr.  S.  R.  Slade  has 
been  getting  some  excellent  sport  on  the  moorland  waters, 
where  baskets  have  run  np  to  a  couple  of  dozen. — 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— A  good  number  of  angling 
visitors  were  on  the  rivers  during  tha  holidays,  and  some 
of  these  were  rewarded  by  fair  catches.  Nice  lots  were 
made  on  the  moorland  streams  of  the  Dart,  and  in  the 
Avon  and  Erne  district,  where  the  Blue  Upright,  Red 
Spinner,  &o  ,  have  been  doing  well.  The  Upper  Teign  has 
been  giving  average  takes  of  trout,  whilst  bass  are  very 
numerous  down  towards  the  mouth,  and  fine  sport  has 
been  obtained.  An  unfortunate  dastruotion  of  fish  has 
occurred  in  the  East  Okement,  a  large  quantity  of  vitrol 
escaping  into  the  river  from  Eome  manure  mills,  killing  all 
the  fish  from  Oaklands  to  Brightley  Bridge.  Several 
times  previously  the  fishing  on  this  river  has  been  damaged 
in  a  similar  way.  Nearly  200  trout  were  taken  from  the 
mill  stream  at  Honiton  during  the  process  of  cleaning, 
many  scaling  over  lib.  The  bast  sport  lait  week  was  on  the 
streams  at  the  southern  border,  the  Upper  Tamar  and 
adjacent  streams  showing  up  well ;  whilst  on  the  Tavy  and 
Meavy  there  were  several  good  lots  of  nice  fish  up  to  nine 
brace.  One  gentleman  on  the  former  stream  secured  over 
100  trout  in  fcrrr  days'  fithing,  and  Mr.  Staiaton  and  Mr. 
Kattenbury  had  baskets  varying  from  two  to  two  and  a  half 
dozen  a  day.  One  day  an  angLr  secured  five  dozen, 
chiefly  with  the  Grey  Drake,  four  and  a  half  dozen 
falling  to  another  rod  on  Saturday.  The  Alder,  Black 
Palmer,  with  silver  twist,  have  also  proved  successful 
killers.  Excellent  fish  have  been  creeled  in  the  streams 
around  Bridestowe,  evening  angling  being  particularly 
good  for  sport.  The  Upper  Lyd  and  adjoining  streams 
are  in  fair  trim  just  now,  the  natural  flies  being  plentiful. 
Mofct  of  the  streams,  however,  are  low,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  the  recent  rain  will  freshen  things  up  a  bit.  Little 
is  heard  of  peal  fishing,  but  the  run  has  not  oommoncrdon 
most  streams  as  yet.  At  the  request  of  the  Hoyal  Com- 
misbion  the  Taw  and  Torridjo  Conservators  have  supplied 
further  information  with  regard  to  the  extent  and  suita- 
bility of  the  waters  in  their  district  for  salmon  breeding. 
The  conservator*  intend  coneidering  the  advisability  of 


establishing  trout  licences,  the  board  not  having  control 
over  trout  poaching  at  present. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Wiiitby).— The  heavy  thunder  showers  which 
have  fallen  have  not  perceptibly  altered  the  condition  of 
this  water,  which,  as  yet,  runs  too  low  and  clear  for 
remunerative  angling.  The  river  is  in  some  places  almost 
stagnant,  and  the  smelt  cannot  descend  the  river  to  the 
sea.  On  the  higher  waters  a  few  catches  hive  baen 
effected  during  the  week.  Mr.  Baker,  of  Grosmont,  has 
again  been  successful,  having  grassed  fourteen  brace  of 
nice  trout.  Mr.  E.  Linton  has  also  had  fair  sport.  Sea 
angling  is  providing  good  sport,  and  some  nice  baskets  of 
mixed  fish  are  being  landed,  the  catches  being  effected 
principally  in  the  offing. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  very  trying  for 
trout  anglers'  tempers — thick,  thundery  influences  pre- 
vailing almost  daily.  The  few  trout  killed  have  been 
chiefly  on  the  worm  fished  upstream,  fly  fishing  being 
almost  a  dead  letter.  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  had  a  bag  of  nine 
on  Whit  Monday  (largest  lib.  2oz.),  and  other  good  lots 
have  been  secured  by  Messrs.  King,  Hussey,  Cummings, 
and  others.  Mr.  Coombe,  jun.,  secured  another  of  those 
big  pike  on  Tnesdiy  last  which  infest  the  Thorverton 
waters.  It  was  a  well-shaped  female  fish,  weighing  151b.— 
Red  Palmbe. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Linos,  and  Cambs.).— 
Anglers  are  now  all-expectant  for  the  opening  of  the 
season  to-day  (Saturday).  Trouting  has  been  but  a  poor 
game  to  fill  up  the  interval.  Ordinary  patrons  of  the 
district  whera  lie  the  Fen  drains  will  be  glad  to  get 
back  to  their  old  haunts.  The  Great  Northern  have 
advertised  weekly  excursions  to  Sleaford,  Spalding,  &b., 
and  doubtless  the  new  railway  in  connection  with  the 
Great  Eastern  will  lay  themsalves  out  for  cultivating 
Derbyshire,  Yorkshire,  and  Lancashire  trafiic  ii  this 
direction.  The  flow  of  water  in  the  drains  his  been  very 
favourable  for  fish  hatching.  There  should  be  a  good 
yield,  but  the  cold  has  left  the  fish  late  in  their  cleaning. 
—Limpet. 

Idle  Distriot  (North  Notts.).— The  advent  of  the 
May  Fly  has  brought  about  a  burst  of  the  summer 
warmth.  The  change  is  very  marked,  but  whatever 
stands  in  the  future,  the  trout  saason  in  the  past  has  been 
bad  indeed.  Many  anglers  have  not  had  their  tackle  out 
since  the  middle  of  March.  It  is  no  wonder,  then,  that 
miny  are  looking  forward  to  Saturday  (to  day).  Though 
roach  and  dace  may  be  a  bit  off,  anglers  are  sure  to  ficd 
plenty  of  eels  and  sand  dabs  in  the  lower  waters.  It  is 
really  a  surprise  that  the  latter  should  be  so  fond  of  the 
lower  Idle.  However,  they  come  up  the  Trent  in  great 
quantities  at  this  saason.  Anglers  on  the  upper  waters 
have  now  the  Green  Drake  to  assist  them,  and  subscribers 
have  been  making  hauls  about  Figkerton.  Coarae  fish  are 
reported  still  on  the  scours. — L. 

Eeiinet. — May  Fly  has  been  on  this  week  again,  but 
trout  have  not  taken  it  so  well,  and  the  thunderstorms 
interfered  with  fport  in  the  evenings.  I  only  hooked  one 
large  trout,  which  escap?d,  laavine  me  with  only  dace  and 
grayling.  There  should  be  some  fish  taken  on  the  Spent 
Goat  by  this  time.— J.  P.  T. 

La.ke  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— We  have  bean 
afflicted  with  tropical  weather,  intermixed  with  South 
African  thunderstorms,  and  the  fishing,  though  very  fair, 
has,  I  think,  been  below  the  average.  In  this  lake  the 
slightest  indication  of  thunder  puts  the  fish  down  at  once. 
Major  Jordan  killed  gix  nice  fish  on  June  6,  and  Messrs. 
Cartnell  and  Peacock,  five  each.  Oi  the  7ch,  Messrs. 
Cartnell  and  Peacock  took  twelve,  and  Mr.  Saerthe,  two.  On 
the  8;h,  Messrs.  Peacock  and  Cartnell  creeled  six ;  Mr. 
Skeene,  six  ;  and  Mr.  Laach,  two.  On  the  9th,  amidst  Ihe 
thuaderstoimi,  Mr.  Skeene  killed  four.  On  the  11th.  Mr. 
Sseene  brought  in  eight,  and  Messrs.  Crowthar  and  Nops, 
four  each.  Oa  the  12th,  Mr.  Nops  had  twelve, 
and  Messrs.  Skeene  and  Crowther,  four  each.  The 
fish,  generally,  are  rising  well,  and  are  in  splendid  con- 
ditio!. Teal  and  Grean  has  baan  the  killing  fly.— Long 
Drift. 

Lark  (Barton  Mills  and  Mild ?nh%ll).— This  day 
(Saturday),  Juns  16,  is  th?  first  day  of  the  season  for  all- 
round  angling  for  1900.  I  sincerely  trust  wa  may  have  a 
good  season,  and  take  some  good  fish.  All  the  years  I 
have  known  the  pretty  Lark  stream  (nearly  half  a  oanturj ) 
I  have  never  Fcen  more  fish  of  all  kinds  than  there  are 
this  season.  The  pike  have  been  nicely  thinned  out  to 
give  the  trout  a  better  chance.  The  worst  enemies,  in  my 
opinion,  trout  and  all  other  fish  have  to  contend  with 
during  the  spawning  time  are  eels — perfect  pirates  and 
robbers.  They  follow  np  the  shoala  of  fish  on  to  the  ova 
beds  on  the  gravel  and  amongst  the  thick  weeds,  and  as 
soon  as  the  ova  is  deposited,  or  the  fry  hatched,  these 
;ormands  gobble  down  the  lot.  I  certainly  would  rather 
save  two  pike  than  one  eel  to  contend  with  in  preserved 
waters,  and  1  am  satisfied  pike  are  not  so  destructive  to 
the  masses  of  fish  as  are  eels.  The  whole  of  the  Lark 
Society's  waters  are  strictly  preserved,  and  no  one  will  be 
allowed  to  fish  without  having  first  taken  his  tiuket,  and 
anyone  found  fishing  must,  if  rrquested,  show  his  ticket  to 
any  of  the  river  bailiffs.  It  is  to  be  hoped  no  unfair 
advantage  will  be  taken  of  the  railway's  kindneps  in 
granting  privilege  tickets,  and  any  information  required 
will  be  given  upon  application  to  the  general  secretary, 
Mr.  William  Howlett,  Newmarket  and  Barton  Mills,  both 
as  to  hotels,  inns,  or  private  lolgings. — May  Fly. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Tu-day  (June  IG)  dace  oome 
in  season  on  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries,  also  gudgeon  and 
grayling.  Anglers  will,  of  course,  turn  their  attention  to 
the  dace,  for  there  are  few  gi-ayling  in  the  river.  Hertford 
is  about  the  most  likely  spot  to  moot  with  grayling,  which, 
f  they  have  their  homo  anywhere,  ought  to  be  found  iu 
Oram's  water,  whore  there  is  some  nice  sharp  wat:r  and 
(travel  shallows.  There  are  big  dace  in  this  part,  also  at 
Ware  (near  the  Boom),  St.  Margaret's,  Dobb'a  Weir, 
Hoddesdon,  and  Oarthagena  Weir,  Broxbourne,  to  fish 
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which  two  latter  waters,  however,  day  tickets  have  to  be 
obtained.  The  raics  have  freshened  np  the  river  nicely, 
bat  down  to  the  time  of  writing  I  cin  hear  of  no  trout 
ciptures  in  the  main  river.  Anglers  have  done  better  on 
the  tributaries,  and  I  have  been  succ38sful  there  with  the 
May  Fly.  I  also  g)t  broken  up  with  a  big  fish,  who  went 
downstream  like greased  lightniog,"  eventually  departing 
with  the  fly  sticking  in  hii  jiw.  There  have  been  some 
good  e"la  caught  in  the  Lea  lately.  Many  dace  have  baen 
seen  tising,  and  I  should  think  a  Ked  Tag  or  Black  Gnat 
ought  to  attract  them  on  Saturday.  Roach  fishing  does 
not  begin  until  July  1. — Izaak  Walton. 

IiUgg  and  Arrow  (XiMiainater).  —  Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  have  been  running  clear  and  a  nice 
level,  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing  up  to  Tuesday.  On 
Tuesday  night  a  heavy  thunderstorm,  accompanied  with 
vivid  lightning  and  rain,  passed  over  the  distiict,  and  this 
(Wednesday)  morning  there  is  a  slight  rise  of  dirty  road 
water,  which,  if  we  get  no  more  rain,  should  be  lun  off  by 
the  end  of  the  week.  The  rain  will  improve  the  prospscts 
of  sport.  May  Fly  have  been  np  in  good  numbers,  and 
trout  have  been  taking  them  well,  and  some  good  dishes 
of  fish  have  been  landed.  Dibbing  has  been  successful 
amongst  the  large  fish.  Minnow  fishing  good  in  the 
eveciog.    The  Pinsley  is  in  order. — Gwtnne. 

Lug?,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingslaud).— 
Rivers  are  in  good  order,  yet  sport  is  slow.  The  May  Fly 
may  be  said  to  be  very  nearly  if  not  quite  over,  and  it  has 
not  accounted  for  any  large  baskets  that  I  can  hear  of. 
The  Alder,  or,  as  it  is  called  hereabcuts,  the  Orl,  when 
dressed  hackle  (far  the  best),  with  Yellow  Dun  and  Red 
Spinner  have  killed  more  fish.  For  two  or  three  days 
extremely  hot,  and  after  a  few  preliminary  storms  a 
terrific  thunderstorm  visited  us  at  midnight  (  Tuts  Jay), 
the  lightning  almost  incessant  and  the  thunder  continuous 
—a  grand  sight.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborongh.).  —  The  meteorological  con- 
ditions have  been  very  variable  during  the  present  week, 
and  storms  have  been  frequent,  but  the  rainfall  has  not 
affected  to  any  great  degree  the  water  in  the  river,  which 
is  just  a  nice  height  and  a  good  cslour  for  angling  pursuits. 
Our  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  a  much  better  season 
than  last,  as  opportunities  for  angling  were  few  and  far 
between  through  the  frequent  bid  weather,  and  conse- 
quently the  citches  were  not  up  to  the  mark  of  ordinary 
seasons.  It  is  generally  admitted  that  there  is  an  abund- 
ance of  fish  in  the  river,  and,  given  suitable  weather,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  season  just  opening  will  provide  better 
results.— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Badleigh  Saltertou).  —  The  same  close 
thundery  weather  which  has  been  so  severely  felt  in 
London  and  elsewhere  has  been  prevalent  with  us  in 
Devon  during  the  past  week.  Yesterday,  June  12,  a 
heavy  thunderstorm  occurred,  and  it  may  be  hoped  that 
this  will  clear  the  atmosphere,  and  improve  the  fishing  at 
the  same  time.  Trout  are  hard  to  catch  just  now,  but  a 
few  nice  dishes  have  been  taken  by  local  experts.  On 
Monday,  June  11,  one  rod  got  eight  and  another  four,  all 
good  trout.  The  flies  which  proved  fatal  to  these  fish 
were  the  Blue  Upright,  Red  Quill,  and  Yellow  Dun.  Late 
evening  fishing  hafl  begun.  "Your  reporter  took  fish  a  few 
nights  ago  aa  late  as  9.45  p.m.  Xo  peal  up  as  yet. — 
Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry).- Everything  points  to  a 
firet-rate  opening  of  the  season.  The  water  is  in  good 
condition,  and  immense  shoals  of  fish  (perch  and  bream) 
have  been  disporting  themselves  in  the  sunshine  here 
during  the  few  hot  days  we  have  had  lately,  and  some  real 
good  chub  are  rising  in  the  reach  opposite. — A.  SeARD. 

Plymoath. — Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
taken  on  the  Meavy  and  Gad  ;  but  all  the  rivers  are  suffer- 
ing from  want  of  rain.  The  psal  are  running  up  in  good 
numbers.  The  best  flies  are  Black  Gnat,  Blue  Upright, 
and  Blue  and  Red  Maxwells. — William  Heardeb. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Xilanymy- 
nech.). — The  long  wished  for  rain,  which  was  so  ardently 
desired  by  anglers  and  agriculturists,  has  at  last  put  in  its 
welcome  appearance,  but  too  late  for  the  holiday  visitors 
in  this  neighbourhood  to  take  advantage  of  for  angling 
purposes.  Some  showers  fell  towards  the  close  of  last 
week,  but  nothing  to  be*  compared  with  the  downfall  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  on  which  days  several  thunderstorms 
passed  over  this  part  of  the  country  accompanied  by  such 
heavy  rain,  especially  on  Tuesday  evening,  when  there 
was  such  a  downpour  that  the  kitchen  floor  of  one  hotel 
was  more  than  a  foot  under  water.  The  rivers  have  not 
been  much  aSected,  and  are  now  in  excellent  condition  all 
round,  and  with  the  May  Fly  on  in  increasing  numbers, 
some  nice  trout  are  taken  daily  from  these  rivers,  and  as  a 
rule  the  late  evening  is  the  best  time,  as  the  fish  then  rise 
more  freely  than  at  any  other  time  during  the  day.  One 
Manchester  gentleman,  Mr.  Gordon,  captured  a  queer  fish 
whilst  angling  in  the  Vyrnwy  below  Llanymynech.  He 
was  fishing  with  a  Black  Gnat  attached  to  some  of  Hardy's 
4X  gut,  and,  whilst  making  a  cast,  by  some  means  the  gut 
got  entangled  in  the  wing  of  a  swift  (the  largest  of  the 
swallow  tribe),  which  it  held  so  securely  that  the  gut  took 
some  time  to  unravel  before  the  bird  could  be  set  at 
liberty. — VyRiNwy. 

dtonr  (Bnres,  Suffolk).— The  water  is  in  very  fair 
condition  for  the  opening  of  the  season,  but,  of  course, 
very  clear.  The  roach  are  now  getting  over  their  spawn- 
ing operations,  and  some  good  fish  will  no  dcubt  be  taken 
during  the  first  few  weeks,  dapping  with  the  caddis  bait, 
or  bottom  fishing  in  the  early  morning  or  evening.  Paste, 
gentles,  or  the  caddis  bait  should  be  the  best  lure  ;  but 
worms  will  be  of  no  use  until  the  bream  come  on,  or  a 
heavy  rain  comes  to  thicken  the  water  up. — W.  T.  Bai.v- 
i;BirjOK. 

Snsaex  Btreamv,  Blvers,  and  Karbours.— The 

trout — where  are  they  ?  Certainly  not  in  evidence.  Up 
to  the  present  fly  fishing  for  trout  has  been  a  miserable 
failure.   That  there  are  plenty  of  trout  in  the  Ouse  we 


know,  as  the  Ouse  Preservation  Society  has  placed  a  lot  of 
stock  in  the  river;  but  doubtless  later  on  we  shall  reap 
the  benefit.  Roach  are  now  spawning,  and  chub  have  but 
recently.  The  shallows  at  Hamsey  are  teeming  with  fish, 
but,  with  the  exception  of  dace  and  trout,  all  are  in  poor 
condition,  and  should  be  returned  to  the  water.  The 
Cuitkmere  is  as  weedy  as  of  yoie,  and  here  bream  fishing 
is  almost  useless  until  July  or  August.  Fish  spiwn  earlier 
in  the  Adur,  and  as  there  is  a  fairly  good  tide  on  the  17th 
many  anglers  will  doubtless  visit  the  water.  In  the  West 
Sussex  streams  trouting  has  been  a  failure.  There  ii  no 
rise  of  May  Fly,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  lib.  fish, 
nothing  has  been  taken  worth  notice.  The  canal  at 
Chichester  is  now  in  cxoallent  order.  The  storm  of 
Tuesday  has  given  colour  to  the  water,  and  as  fish  are 
more  than  plentiful  good  sport  should  be  had.  I  have 
previously  spoken  of  cockles  being  tabooed  at  Chichester  by 
notics  from  the  officer  of  health.  The  mud  cockles  that 
fatten  on  the  drainage  efflux  have  nearly  poisoned  scores 
of  partakers,  but  the  sand  cockles  from  Itchen  and  the 
harbour's  mouth  are  quite  free  from  taint,  and  are  this 
season  exceptionally  large.  Smelt,  small  bass,  and  flat 
fish  are  giving  sport  in  Chichester  Harbour,  and  at  Little- 
hampton  the  mullet  and  bass  are  worth  a  trial. — George 
F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— I  hear  great  slaughter  of  fish 
has  taken  place  at  Okehampton.  A  vitroil  tank  burst  on 
Sunday,  and  for  ten  miles  the  trout,  which  this  year  were 
especially  preserved,  are  all  destroyed.  Around  thia  part 
of  N.  Devon  fishing  has  not  been  much.  The  waters  are 
so  awfully  low,  naught  but  a  few  days'  rain  would  be  any 
use,  and  the  land  wants  it.  Prawns  and  lobsters  are 
caught  in  the  sea  upon  the  rocks. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Jjudlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  clear,  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for  fish- 
ing up  to  Tuesday  night,  and  the  fish  have  been  well  on 
the  feed,  and  have  taken  fly  well,  and  a  good  few  rods  have 
been  out.  On  Tuesday  night  one  of  the  heaviest  storms 
had  for  years  passed  over  the  district.  The  thunder  was 
terrific  and  lightning  very  vivid,  and  heavy  rain  fell,  but 
the  ground  being  so  very  dry,  but  little  got  into  the 
rivers,  and,  instead  of  the  rivers  rising,  they  are  now  filled 
with  dirty  road  water,  which  will  soon  run  off,  and,  if  we 
get  no  more  rain,  fishing  should  be  brisk  again  by 
Saturday.  May  Fly  has  been  up  well,  but  the  season  will 
be  a  very  short  one.  The  fish  began  to  take  them  well  last 
week,  aad  some  very  good  lots  of  fine  trout  have  been 
taken.  On  Saturday  eight  nice  trout  were  landed  with 
May  Fly ;  on  Monday  five  brace  of  fish  were  taken ;  on 
Tuesday,  with  Orl  and  Yellow  Dun,  a  nice  lot  of  trout 
were  landed.  The  otter  hounds  met  at  Burway  on  Tuesday, 
and  drew  up  to  Leintwardine,  but  proved  blank.  Minnow 
fishing  has  accounted  for  some  large  trout.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyoho  are  all  in  fair  order.  They 
have  been  disturbed  by  the  rain,  but  that  will  soon  run 
off ;  sport  in  them  good, — S.  Lddlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  slightly  stained  with  dirty  road  water,  owing  to 
the  very  heavy  thunderstorm  that  passed  over  the  district 
on  Tut  sday  night ;  but  it  has  not  interfered  with  fishing 
to  any  great  extent,  and  will  soon  run  off,  and  if  we  get 
no  more  rain  fishing  should  be  good  by  the  end  of  the 
week,  and  the  fish  should  be  on  the  feed  well,  as  the  rain 
has  refreshed  the  river.  Before  the  rain  the  fish  were 
rising  freely,  and,  May  Fly  having  been  on  in  good  numbers, 
angling  was  better,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of  trout  have 
been  taken,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good. 
Minnow  fishing  should  be  good.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and 
Ledwyche  are  in  o.-der. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — A  big  rise  of  water,  bringing  down 
the  Trent  an  immense  amount  of  rubbish,  will,  without 
alteration,  prove  disappointing  to  the  fly  fishermen  for 
chub  on  the  opening  morning,  a  branch  of  the  art  which 
generally  produces  good  sport  during  the  early  period  of 
the  season.  Roach  and  bream  are  scouring  amongst  the 
weeds,  and  afew  barbel  have  already  been  seen  "  pitching," 
a  sure  sign  of  their  working  themselves  into  condition.  A 
telegram  (to-night,  Wednesday)  from  Mr.  David  Slater, 
representing  the  Newark  Piscatorial  Association  in  the 
National  Angling  Competition  on  Lochleven,  informs  me 
that  that  gentleman  has  taken  second  priza. — Trent- 
sider. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Glouoesiershire).— 

River  still  in  order  for  trouting,  and  the  trout  rise  freely  in 
the  evening.  The  May  Fly  has  been  the  best  known  on 
the  Bibury  and  adjacent  waters  for  some  years  past,  and 
good  sport  has  been  the  order  of  the  day.  Trout  are 
glutted  with  the  May  Fly,  and  the  Brown  Alder,  Red 
and  Sherry  Spinner,  Rsd  Qaill,  Gnat,  Black  Gnat,  and 
Yellow  Dun  should  now  kill  well  in  the  evening  or  about 
noon. — Sherry  Spinxer. 

Upper  Wey  (Liphook,  Bram^hott,  &o.).— Very 
good  sport  has  been  had  near  here,  both  with  May  Fly 
and  Alder.  I  had  twenty-six  on  Wednesday,  the  bast 
about  lOoz.,  and  my  companion  did  about  the  same.  His 
best  fish  was  about  |lb.  The  fly  will  soon  be  over  now, 
bat  Alders,  March  Browns,  and  Wickhams  will  take  fish 
all  the  summer. — J.  P.  T. 

Wey  (Guildford).  —  Dace  are  showing  in  great 
numbers  close  to  the  town,  and  rising  well.  I  was 
whipping  for  a  chance  trout  while  waiting  for  a  train  on 
Tuesdiy,  and  took  fourteen  in  a  short  time.  They  pre- 
ferred the  dry  Olive  to  any  other  lure,  and  would  refuse 
even  that  unless  it  lit  just  ofi  their  noses.  Of  course  I 
had  to  return  the  tieh,  but  by  the  time  this  is  in  print 
dace  will  be  in  season  again. — J.  P.  T. 

Wltham,  fto.  (Mld-Iilnoolnalilre).— Just  as  the 
close  seaEon  is  coming  to  an  end,  and  the  wielders  of  the 
trout  rod  are  looking  out  for  better  times,  summer  has 
come  with  a  burst.  The  last  week-end  not  only  gave  us 
heat,  but  much-needed  rain.  It  is  anticipated  that  crowds 
will  come  down  on  Saturday  (to-day)  just  to  have  a  look 
at  their  old  haunts  which  lie  between  Lincoln  and  Boston 


and  will  be  careless  whether  they  return  with  a  full  creel 
or  an  empty  one.  Ji.  is  Bcstinf'y  likely  that  many  fish  will 
be  ready,  owing  to  the  cola  i.f  the  spring,  but  the  hatching; 
season  must  have  been  a  pjJendid  one.  Complaints  were 
just  coming  to  hand  of  the  iowness  of  the  water,  but  this 
week  we  have  had  the  much-needed  showers.  The  Great 
Xoithein  are  advertising  trains  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
through  to  Boston,  and  for  the  two  next  week-ends  to 
Boston,  Crow  Park,  Stixwold,  Dogdyke,  Langrick,  &c. , 
for  three  dajs.  The  Great  Central  and  the  Great 
Eastern  are  also  lookirg  after  anglers'  interests. — Lu<  i. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derby  Bhire).—The  May  Fly 
has  been  oat  in  great  numbers  on  both  the  rivers  Wye  and 
Derwent.  The  rivers  have  also  been  in  good  order  for  the 
fly  during  the  past  week,  and  a  great  many  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  a  nice  lot  of  good  fish  have  been  caught  from 
both  the  Wje  and  the  Derwent.  Baskets  ranging  from 
two  to  five  and  six  brace  have  been  taken  from  the  Wye. 
Tiie  Chatsworth  fisherieeihave  yielded  four  to  six  brace  per 
rod.  The  Darley  Dale  club's  water  has  also  afforded 
better  sport  this  week.  Mr.  Cooper,  on  Friday,  took  two 
brace.  Several  other  gentlemen  were  out  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  whose  baskets  ranged  from  three  and  a  half 
to  six,  seven,  and  in  one  case  eight  brace  of  very  nice  fish 
were  obtained.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Associations'  water  has  produced  the  best  specimens  of 
trout  taken  anywhere  in  this  district.  On  Tuesday  Mr. 
W.  King,  fishing  from  his  balcony  at  Matlock  Bath,  took 
a  very  good  trout,  which  weighed  31b.,  but  on  Thunday 
night,  however,  he  obtained  a  much  better  one,  its 
measurements  being  :  length,  19In. ;  girth,  12in. ;  and  4lb. 
in  weight,  it  being  in  very  good  condition,  and  was  taken 
with  natural  minnow.  Also  Mr.  H.  Buxton,  fishing  near 
the  same  place  on  Monday,  landed  a  trout  21b.  with  the 
May  Fly.  A  severe  thunderstorm  passed  over  this  district 
on  Monday  afternoon,  doing  damage  to  property,  and 
causing  both  rivers  to  be  very  discoloured,  thus  putting  a 
stop  to  angling,  except  bottom  fishing.  It  will,  however, 
probably  clear  again  in  a  few  days.  Very  few  May  Flies 
were  out  yesterday  (Tueediy),  as  the  water  appeared  too 
thick  for  them  to  hatch  out.  Fishing  should  be  all  the 
better  for  the  "  fresh,"  as  the  fish  are  on  the  feed,  and 
look  out  for  the  May  Fly.  With  the  following  flies  good 
sport  should  be  obtained  as  the  water  clears  :  Yellow  Dan. 
Olive  Dun,  Dotterel  Hackle,  using  Orange  Bumble  and 
Sand  Fly  for  evening. — Dotterel. 

Yorkshire  Bivers. — Most  anglers  have  complained 
bitterly  of  poor  sport  during  the  past  week,  but  a  few 
good  baskets  have  been  made  by  experts  with  Creeper  and 
Stone  Fly  on  the  Yore,  and  some  good  fish  have  been 
taken  with  the  worm,  fished  upstream.  On  a  private 
length  above  the  Tanfield  Club  water  a  basket  of  nine  and 
a  half  brace  of  trout  were  taken  by  one  angler,  eight  fish 
being  taken  with  the  Brown  Owl  Fly  in  the  evening.  For 
evening  fishing  I  have  had  a  special  pattern  given  to  ma — 
by  a  keeper  on  the  Wharfe,  a  very  expert  fisherman— of 
the  Brown  Owl.  It  diilers  very  much  from  the  ordinary 
dressing,  and  is  a  mnch  better  killer.  A  well-known 
member  of  the  Ilkley  Club  assures  me  he  has  killed  fish 
on  this  pattern  repeatedly  when  the  ordinary  drassing 
would  not  tempt  a  fish.  In  this  pattern  the  hackle  is  lefc  a 
little  fuller  and  longer,  and  the  body  rather  brighter  in 
colour.  Dr.  Lewer,  fishing  the  Wharfe  at  Burley,  made  a 
very  good  basket  with  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon,  and 
Mr.  Marriner  has  hid  fair  sport  with  fly  in  the 
evenings  ;  but,  owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  river,  few 
anglers  have  turned  out.  Mr.  Neury,  of  York,  had  a 
brace  of  good  trout  from  Bedale  Beck,  and  Mr.  8.  Smith- 
son,  fishing  the  Codbeck,  made  a  fairly  good  basket.  Mr. 
Charlton,  fishing  Burton  Bock,  secured  four  and  a  half 
brace.  Heavy  thunderstorms  have  been  very  general 
throughout  Yorkshire,  and  the  rivers  are  now  running 
fairly  high.  More  rain,  however,  is  still  wanted  to  give 
the  rivers  a  good  flushing,  after  which  we  may  expect  tD 
hear  of  good  spcri.  Sev^  ral  anglers  visited  the  becks  on 
Wednesday  morning,  and  met  with  fair  sncc-ss.  Mr. 
Kirk  secured  nine  fish  in  the  Oak  Beck  before  breakfast, 
and  a  Harrogate  gentleman  had  four  fish  from  the  Crimple, 
the  largest  weighing  just  over  l|lb.  The  Green  Drake  is 
killing  fairly  well  on  some  rivers  here  ;  but  on  the  Nidd  a 
gentleman  tells  iu9  he  could  not  get  a  trout  on  Saturday, 
though  chub  were  taking  the  artiticiil  at  nearly  every  cast. 
On  the  Rye  and  Costa  there  have  been  several  lises  of  fly, 
but,  so  far,  nothicg  of  importance  has  baen  done.  Club 
members,  however,  look  to  a  good  time  next  week.  On  a 
CDloured  water  for  next  week  the  Freckled  Dan  should 
kill  well,  and,  as  the  water  clears.  Orange  Partridge, 
Knotted  Midge,  Stone  Midge,  Poult  Bloa,  Yellow 
Partridge,  and  Alder  and  Brown  Owl  in  the  evenings. — 
J.  E.  Miller  (Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  HEPORTS. 
Abjrfeldy  (Breadalbane  Arms).— Messrs.  J.  and 
R.  Maxwell,  fishing  Loch-na-Craig,  caught  fifty-seven 
trout,  21Jlb. 

Border  £sk  and  Liddle.— The  resent  showers  have 
improved  the  condition  of  the  Border  Esk  ard  Liddle, 
Grand  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  got  in  the 
Hermitage,  the  Wauohope,  the  Logan,  the  Ewes,  the 
Tarras,  Stennish  Water,  Bush,  Mosspaul,  Byken,  and 
Meggat.  Those  streams  are  all  within  easy  distance  of 
Langholm,  and  nearly  all  of  the  "  one  day  "  anglers  have 
returned  with  a  dozen  at  least  of  yellow  trout,  indeed  one 
angler  creeled  over  six  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  Her- 
mitage water,  and  another  angler  five  dozen  and  a  half  in 
the  Bu3h  burn.  The  season  ticket-holders  are  not  having 
too  rosy  a  time  cf  it,  yet  some  fair  catches  have  been 
made ;  Mr.  John  Graham  killed  a  sea  trout  in  the  Esk, 
IJlb. ;  Mr.  Wm.  Law  caught  one  in  the  Liddle  :  Master  T. 
Borthwick  had  a  sea  trout  at  Langholm  Bridge  ;  and  Mrs. 
Anderson  had  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Ewes. 
Some  nice  sea  trout  have  been  got  by  Mr.  Swam  at  the 
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Island  Pool.  Mr.  Hotson  has  had  baskets  of  yellow  troitt 
in  Liddle  below  Penton  Bridge.  Mr.  R.  Mo\InUan  hid 
two  sea  trout  in  Souie  Pool,  Langholm  water,  one  21b. 
Mr.  Read,  Arthunt,  fishing  in  the  Cauldron  Pool,  hooked 
and  lanied  a  salmon  of  lOib.  In  the  Canonbie  water  of 
the  Esk,  Dr.  Anderson  and  James  Ballantyne  have  had 
good  takes  of  yeUow  tront.  Mr.  Steel  has  also  done  well. 
Mr.  Donglas,  of  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  wires  that 
the  river  is  in  good  order,  that  rain  is  threatening,  and 
that  aboot  the  end  of  the  month  he  prognosticates  a  flood , 
one  of  the  good  old  pattf rj  ones.  Mr.  J.  Scott,  writing 
from  the  Commercial  Hotel,  says  the  Liddle  is  in  grand 
fishing  order,  and  that  Messrs.  W.  Armstrong,  Wm. 
Crozin,  Wm.  Oliver,  and  Wm.  Murray  have  all  had  fair 
baskets  of  burn  trout. — Gilnockie. 

Daveron  (Banffshire).  —  Anglbg  in  this  river  is 
meantime  almost  at  a  standstill.  The  water  is  extremely 
low  and  clear,  and  since  the  commenc3ment  of  this  week 
the  weather  has  been  excessively  warm.  On  the  two  first 
days  of  the  week  thunder  was  prevalent.  Showers  of  rain 
fell,  but  the  ground  being  so  dry  the  river  was  no  better. 
Owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  stream  very  few  fish  have 
entered  the  river  for  weeks,  and  the  net  fishermen  have 
scarcely  had  a  fish  this  month.  Grilse  are  coming  on  on 
the  coast,  but  none  have  reached  the  river.  In  the 
beginning  of  this  week  there  was  a  fair  yield  of  both 
salmon  and  grilss  at  most  of  the  coast  stations.  Few  fish, 
however,  were  got  in  the  middle  of  the  week.  On 
TuMday  two  large  boxes  were  sent  to  the  market.  Grilse 
are  in  capital  condition  and  averaging  about  ■lib.,  while 
salmon  average  101b. — H.  W. 

Isla  and  Tributaries  (Perthshire).— A  great  deal 
of  rain  fell  last  week,  with  low  temperature  and  an  almost 
entire  absence  of  sunshine.  Since  Saturday  it  has  been 
mild,  with  a  good  amount  of  sun,  and,  the  water  being 
slightly  coloured,  the  conditions  for  argling  have  been 
favourable,  which  anglers  have  taken  full  advantage  of. 
On  the  main  stream  Messrs.  Edward,  Alyth,  and  J.  D. 
Lyon,  Tolda,  among  many  others,  have  had  good  creels. 
On  the  Ericht,  Mr.  C.  Ayling,  Blairgowrie,  landed  nine 
trout  on  Tuesday  in  five  hours,  some  of  them  |lb.  On 
the  Blackwater,  on  Saturday,  Messrs.  R.  Campbell,  J. 
Fleming,  G.  Fleming,  and  A.  Bell,  of  Blair,  had  4ilb., 
3|lb.,  3lb,,  and  2|lb.  respectively.  Messrs.  L.  Mack  and 
C.  Anderson,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Jas.  Watson,  Dundee, 
have  had  fine  baskets  on  the  Shee.  The  two  latter  gentle- 
men had  101b.  on  Loch  Drumore,  Mr.  Watson  had  thirty 
trout  .on  Loch  Schechernich,  and  Messrs.  Butler, 
Coreton,  ard  Lythal,  Birmingham,  twelve.  On  Looh- 
narean,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Wordsworth,  Lichfield,  had 
sixteen.  On  Auchintapel  good  creels  were  made  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Henry  Tate,  Hyde  Park  gite ;  Mr.  Thos.  Shaw, 
M.P.,  Messrs.  Butler  and  Lythal,  Messrs.  A.  Smart  and 
McHardy,  AJyth ;  and  Messrs.  Smith  and  Machan, 
Dundee.  The  trout  ran  from  under  |lb.  to  over  31b. 
The  fishing  conditions  are  good,  and  heavy  baskets  are 
now  the  rule. — Iasgair. 

Iiooh  Boon,— Out  from  Eglinton  Hotel  on  June  A,  5, 
6,  and  7,  Mr.  Orr  and  party,  SheflBeld,  caught  twenty-six 
dozen  trout. 

Iioch  Katrine  (Stronachlaohar).— Fishing  from 
Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on  June  8,  Mr.  Henderson  and 
friend  had  twenty-sight  trout ;  Mr.  Drayson,  eight ;  Mr. 
Tnrnbull,  seven ;  Dr.  Gowing,  seven.  On  June  10,  Mr. 
Joynson  and  friend  had  twenty-four  trout,  and  on  the 
same  date,  in  a  half  day's  fishing,  the  following  gentlemen 
had:  Mr.  Ewing,  seven  trout;  Mr.  Drayson,  five;  Mr. 
TurnbuU,  five ;  and  Sir  David  Richmond,  five.  On 
Jane  12,  Dr.  Gowing  had  seven  trout,  the  heaviest 
weighing  .31b.  4;z  — Donald  Ferguson. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).  —  After  a  fortnight's  record 
fishing  here,  the  weather  on  Monday  became  oppressively 
warm  and  bright,  with  two  sharp  thunderstorms,  and  fish 
would  not  take.  There  was  no  improvement  in  the  con- 
ditions on  Tuesday,  and  light  creels  were  brought  in. 
The  following  sport  was  got :  Mr.  Taherwood,  Heywood, 
and  Mr.  Walker,  Mitfield,  creeled,  in  seven  days, 
232  trout,  1221b. ;  Mr.  Rushworth,  Colne,  in  three  days, 
had  fifty-seven  trout,  361b.;  Mr.  Black,  Sheffield,  two 
days,  fifty-three  trout,  :',2\h.;  Mr.  Thomson  and  Mr. 
O'Hanlon,  Manchester,  sixty-five  trout,  431b. ;  Mr. 
Douglas,  thirty  trout,  211b. ;  General  Boswell  and  Mr. 
Douglas,  twenty-nine  trout,  191b. ;  Major  Napier,  twenty- 
three  trout,  151b.  ;  Mr.  T.  8.  Knox,  Cambns,  and  Mr. 
Palkner,  Bowdon,  thirty  trout,  181b. ;  Mr.  James  Dunbar, 
thirty  trout,  211b. ;  Mr.  C.  11.  Paterson,  Dumfries,  and 
Mr.  N'eil  Thomson,  Ayr,  thirty-five  trout,  211b. ;  Mr. 
Murray  Wingate,  Glasgow,  ten  tront,  Hlb. ;  Mr.  J. 
Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan,  and  Mr.  Steel,  Perth,  sixteen 
trout,  1.51b. ;  Mr.  Charles  Sutton,  Edinburgh,  twenty 
tront,  121b.  12„/.. ;  Mr.  J.  Cooks  and  Mr.  Harry  Bnrdon, 
Lasswade,  twenty-five  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  Darling, 
Glapgow,  thirteen  trout,  lOlb.  ;  Mr.  McLennan,  Glasgow, 
sixteen  trout,  'Jib. ;  Mr.  Pagan,  Braindan,  tv/onty  trout, 
lOlb.  12oz  ;  Mr.  Dawson,  Balado,  fifteen  tront,  lllb.  ; 
Mr.  Donald  Stewart,  Edinturgh,  thirty-two  trout,  231b. ; 
Mr.  Ross,  Glasgow,  in  three  diys,  sixty-five  tront,  471b.  ; 
Mr.  Ferguson  ard  Mr.  Blair,  Glasgow,  seventeen  tront, 
lllb.  8oz.:  Mr.  (iold,  Dundee,  twelve  trout,  91b. ;  Oapt. 
Macdonald,  I'erth,  twenty-nine  trout,  141b.  4oz.  ;  Mr. 
Keir,  Edinburgh,  eighteen  trout,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Taylor, 
Falkirk,  twenty  trout,  101b.  8cz. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laird, 
London,  in  two  days,  forty  trout,  281b.;  Mr.  Annandale, 
twenty-three  trout,  J(ilb, ;  Ex-Provost  Black,  Tajport, 
twenty-one  tront,  lllb.;  Mr.  R.  L.  Middlemas,  Edin- 
burgh, twenty  trout,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Dernptter,  Glasgow, 
thirty-two  tront,  211b.;  Mr.  J.  P.  IlarrJie  and  friend, 
Edinburgh,  eighteen  tront,  I.'ilb.  The  following  were  the 
competing  clubs  during  the  wcok  Krjlvinside  Academic il, 
KinroM,  I'nited  Kdinburgh  Angling  Clubs,  Bohemian, 
Stirling,  Bridge  of  Allan,  and  Perthshire.  The  best 
creels  were  got  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Ferguion,  Bohemian  Club, 
eighteen  trout,  9;b.  (k)z.  ;  Mr.  A.  Menziea,  Edinburgh 
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United  Clubs,  fifteen  trout,  9lb.  6dz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Watson, 
Kinrass  Club,  twenty  trout,  101b.  3oz.  The  two  heaviest 
trout  killed  weighed  lib.  lloz.  each. — Robert  Lainq. 

Lochness  (Foyers  Hotel).— Fishing  from  Foyers 
Hotel  on  June  4,  on  Loch  Mhor,  Mr.  James  F.  Elder,  of 
Glasgow,  had  twelve  tront.  71b.;  Mr.  Williamson,  eight, 
3|lb.  ;  Mr.  Bnrstall,  nine,  71b.  On  the  5th,  Mr.  Burstall 
had  six,  31b. ;  Messrs.  Williamson  and  Harney,  four,  21b. ; 
Messrs.  Elder  and  John  Baird,  four,  lib.  On  the  Cth, 
Mr.  Burstall  had  seven,  41b. ;  Messrs.  Elder  and  Baird, 
fourteen,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Williamson  and  Harney,  twenty- 
three,  131b.  On  the  7th,  on  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  Harold 
Thomas  had  six,  2Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Elder  and  Baird,  six,  31b. ; 
Mr.  Bnrstall,  seven,  41b. ;  and  Messrs.  Harney  and 
Williamson,  eight,  4|lb.  On  Loch  Mhor,  on  the  8th, 
Messrs.  Elder  and  Baird  had  fifteen,  8lb.,  on  Lech  Mhor; 
Messrs.  Williamson  and  Harney,  eight,  51b. ;  Mr.  Burstall, 
eight,  4|lb.  On  the  9th,  Messrs.  Elder  and  Baird  had 
five,  41b. ;  Messrs.  Williamson  and  Harney,  twelve,  101b. ; 
and  Mr.  Harold  Thomas,  ten,  5Jlb. — S.  Tilston. 

IlOoIi  Ruthvea. — June  2nd,  Messrs.  Mackay,  58 
trout ;  4th,  Mackay,  110  ;  5th,  Mackay,  65 ;  6th,  Mackay, 
29;  7th,  Mr.  Park,  37;  8th,  Messrs.  N.  Dalziel  and 
Borthwiok,  114  ;  9th,  N.  Dalziel  and  Brodie,  88. 

Lyon  (Fortingall,  Glen  Lyon,  Perthshire).— 
Fishing  from  the  Fortingall  Hotel,  Mr.  Millar  landed  a 
salmon  on  Saturday  (9tb),  weight  161b. — Paul  B. 
Macphail. 

Melvich  Hotel  (Sntherland).— On  June  5  Messrs. 
Payne  had  fourteen  trout,  lllb.  On  June  6  Mr.  Payne 
had  four,  31b. ;  Mr.  Ritrgs,  141b. ;  Messrs.  Fraser  and 
Glass,  18lb. ;  Messrs.  Howden  and  Fraser,  141b.  On 
June  7  Messrs.  Payne  had  twenty-six,  141b. ;  Mr.  Glass, 
161b.  ;  Messrs.  Fraser  and  Howden,  6lb. ;  Messrs.  Riggs 
and  Fraser,  71b.  On  June  8  Mr.  Glass  had  81b. ;  Mr. 
Riggs,  101b. ;  Mr.  Howden,  8lb. ;  Mr.  W.  Fraser,  7ilb. ; 
Mr.  Fraser,  fourteen,  191b. ;  Mr.  Evans,  eleven,  91b. ;  Mr. 
J.  Frasar  and  friend,  forty-six,  19Ib. ;  Mr.  J.  Morrison, 
fifteen,  91b. ;  Mr.  Young,  five,  61b.  On  June  9  Mr.  W. 
Fraser  had  371b. ;  Mr.  J.  Morrison,  201b. ;  Mr.  Riggs, 
121b. ;  Mr.  Pardie,  31b. ;  Mr.  Frasar,  81b. ;  Mr.  Young, 
51b. ;  Mr.  Howden,  91b.  On  June  11  Mr.  W.  Fraser  had 
twenty-four,  121b. ;  Mr.  Young,  thirty-seven,  151b. ;  Mr. 
Glass,  thirty-six,  12lb. ;  Mr.  Riggs  and  friend,  231b. ; 
Messrs.  Pardie  and  Evans,  161b. ;  Messrs.  Howden  and 
Fraser,  101b. — MacIntosh. 

North-£ast  of  Scotland.— A  terrific  thunderstorm 
passed  over  Deeside  and  the  North  generally  on  Monday, 
and  since  then  thunder  has  been  present  more  or  less  daily. 
The  river  and  lesser  streams  particularly  have  been  swollen 
to  a  considerable  extent  with  the  rains,  but  merely  a 
passing  spate.  Sport  has  been  exceedingly  rife  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Dee,  but  elsewhere  slack.  The 
grilse  may  now  come  away  in  force,  as  they  are  being  got 
more  freely  on  the  coast.  On  the  lower  Invercanld 
Braemar  water  the  Earl  of  Buchan  had  one  salmon  of  61b. 
and  a  grilse  of  3Jlb. — the  first  of  the  season  on  the  river. 
He  had  also  four  scaling  from  61b.  to  81b.,  and  two  of  61b. 
and  71b.  On  the  same  water  Lord  Hardwicke,  one  salmon 
of  61b.,  and  a  grilse  of  2Jlb.,  three  of  61b.,  61b.,  and  71b., 
and  three  of  61b.,  81b.,  and  81b. ;  while  Mr.  Camming  had 
one  on  Saturday,  thirteen  on  Monday,  eleven  on  Tuesday, 
nine  on  Wednesday,  seven  on  Thursday,  sixteen  on  Friday 
(the  record  day),  and  two  on  Saturday — in  all,  fifty-four  fish 
to  his  own  rod  for  six  days  out,  all  ranging  from  61b.  to  121b. 
This  is  the  top  score  made  in  these  parts  for  some  years  back. 
On  the  Upper  Invercanld  water  Col.  Morland  creeled 
three  fish  of  51b.,  61b.,  and  81b.,  and  three  of  61b.,  71b., 
and  81b. ;  while  McHardie,  Fife  Arms,  had  two,  of  51b. 
and  61b. ;  and  Lamont,  a  grilse  of  31b.  and  three  salmon 
of  51b.,  SJlb.,  and  71b.,  two  of  61b.  and  71b.,  and  two  of 
51b.  and  61b.  On  the  Cluny,  Mr.  Pollack  landed  two,  of 
71b.  and  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Brankheart,  two,  of  81b.  and  91b. 
The  fish  got  on  the  Clany  eight  miles  above  Braemar 
show  how  far  up  these  small  fish  have  already  got. 
The  Duchess  of  Fife  should  have  grand  sport  when  she 
comes  down.  On  the  Invercanld  Arms  Glenshee  water 
Mr.  James  Watson,  Dundee,  had  thirty  trout,  lljlb. ; 
Mr.  Chas.  Anderson,  Edinburgh,  twenty  trout,  101b. ; 
and  Mr.  Wordsworth,  Leichfield,  sixteen  trout,  6Jlb. 
On  the  Balmoral  reaches  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  York  had 
two  and  three  fish  daily  daring  his  week's  stay  at  Balmoral. 
He  left  on  Saturday.  No  angling  has  been  done  on  the 
Glentana  waters,  owing  to  the  death  of  Sir  Wm.  Brooks. 
On  the  Aboyne  reaches  Mr.  Muir  creeled  one  fish  of  91b. ; 
Mr.  Whitehead,  two,  of  71b. ;  and  Mr.  Pardy,  one 
of  6Ib.  On  the  Eincirdine  O'Neil  waters  an  occasional 
fish  has  been  got,  but  the  river  here  and  for  miles  below  is 
now  too  small  and  clear  for  successful  angling,  except  when 
a  fresh  run  of  grilse  come  away.  As  yet  they  have  gone 
all  through  to  the  upper  waters.  On  the  Don  very  good 
troating  is  still  being  had,  the  "  wormers  "  being  strongly 
in  evidence  during  past  week.  On  the  Ythan  (tidal)  Mr. 
G.  H.  Rennie  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  London,  had  good 
baskets,  while  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  C.  Jopp  had  eight  sea 
trout  (121b.),  and  Mr.  A.  W.  Mitchell,  six  sea  trout  (1  lib  ). 
Tront  plentiful,  and  of  fine  quality.  On  the  Ugie  brown 
trout  angling  has  been  again  well  to  the  front,  and  respect- 
able baskets  made.  With  the  present  spate  the  river 
will  be  vastly  improved. — (J.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — V  iolent  thunderstorms,  accom- 
panied by  vivid  lightning,  have  prevailed  over  the  South  of 
Scotland  this  week,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  the  most  of 
the  rivers  are  discoloured  and  out  of  order  for  any  kind  of 
lure.  Angling  was  excessively  poor  in  this  district  last 
week-end  owing  to  low  waters  and  bright  sunshine,  while 
the  show  of  sea  trout  was  very  disappointing  in  all  the 
rivers.  This  morning  1  hear  the  Solway  netters  are 
getting  more  sea  trout  of  nice  weights.  Grilse  are 
icarcely  due  yet  in  the  firth,  though  several  have  been 
caught  at  the  Annan  fisheries  by  the  lessees.  Summer 
eulmon  have  been  running  in  very  small  numbers.  Those 
taken  have  been  very  pretty  salmon  of  light  weights. 
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Angling  on  the  river  Annan  was  very  indifferent  last  week, 
when  the  river  was  down  at  summer  level  and  very  clear. 
A  few  anglers  were  out  with  the  night  fly,  but  sport  was 
not  good.  YeUow  trout,  however,  were  caught  after  dark. 
On  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  Willie  Johnstone,  fishing_  with 
fly  in  the  lower  waters,  caught  a  herling  of  Jib.    This  is  a 
very  early  dite  for  the  herling,  and  I  never  remember 
one  being  taken  so  early  in  June.  The  herling  are  not  due 
until  the  fore-end  of  July.   Last  year  they  did  not  show 
before  the  11th  of  that  month.   _  Occasionally  when 
the  weather  has  been  very  hot  in  June  they  have 
come  on  after  the  25th  of  the  month.    Still,  it  is  rare 
to  see  them  before  July.   An  extraordinary  heavy  thunder 
shower  occurred  in  Lower  Annandale  on  Tuesday,  and  the 
river  was  discoloured  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  fully  a 
foot  and  a  half  higher  than  on  the  previous  day.  The 
water  was  too  muddy  for  successful  sport,  and  very  few 
rods  were  out.   In  the  Nith  a  numbsr  of  sea  trout  have 
ascended  the  river  to  the  higher  waters.   An  old  angler, 
who  can  be  relied  upon,  writes  me  that  there  are  more  sea 
trout  in  the  higher  waters  than  he  has  seen  for  several 
years  at  the  corresponding  date.    In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Sanquhar  sea  trout  are  in  most  of  the  pools,  and  a  number 
of  nice  ones  have  been  caught  np  to  21b.,  and  many  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  have  also  been  caught.   The  chief  sport, 
however,  has  been  with  the  Night  Fly.    It  may  be 
mentioned  that  day  fishing  was  abandoned  during  the  past 
week,  and  many  anglers  do  not  cire  to  fish  after  dark. 
In  the  Cairn  a  few  catches  were  made  of  yellow  trout. 
The  proprietors  on  this  river  are  much  tormented  with 
Damfries  poachers,  who  harry  the  river  with  nets  after 
dark.   Last  week  one  poacher  named  Thos.  Bennett,  a 
labourer,  was  caught  on  Capt.  Walker's  part  of  the 
Caira  netting  the  river  after  dark.    Luckily,  he  was 
caught  after  a  hot  chase,  and  a  bag  containing  fifty-three 
yellow  trout  was  also  found.    He  was  fined  £4  7s.  for  the 
offence.    Two  young  lads  of  fourteen  years,  fishing  in 
Glentoo  Loch  of  Balmaghie,  last  week  hooked  and  landed 
by  themselves  a  fine  pike  of  181b.    The  Galloway  lochs 
contain  good  pike,  though  they  are  rarely  fished  for  by 
Border  anglers.   The  thunderstorm  and  rain  was  general 
in  the  Galloway  district,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the 
rivers  are  more  or  less  disturbed.    Fair  sporb  was  had  on 
the  Ken  of  Dairy,  and  Lochinvar  Loch  afforded  moderate 
catches  of  yellow  trout  to  visitors.   The  Dee  of  Kirkcud« 
brightshire,  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  and  a  number  of 
other  rivers  in  the  Stewartry  were  very  low  and  out  of  ply 
last  week.    The  Ayrshire  lochs  afforded  good  baskets  to 
visitors  and  local  rods  last  week.    On  Loch  Doon  of 
Dalmellington  Mr.  Orr  and  party  from  Sheffield  caught  in 
four  days  over  300  yellow  trout  by  fishing  from  the 
Eglinton  Hotel  boats.    Mr.  A.  Patterson,  of  Glasgow, 
also  fished  four  days,  and  caught  about  150  yellow  trout 
with  fly.    Other  rods  had  smaller  baskets.    On  the  rivers 
of  Ayrshire  the  sport  at  present  is  very  poor._  Many 
anglers  have  had  large  catches  of  perch  on  Carlingwark 
Loch,  as  also  on  Auchencrief  Loch  of  Galloway.    On  the 
Solway  Derwent  a  few  trout  were  caught  last  week,  but 
the  sport  is  not  up  to  expectation.   A  good  rousing  flood 
now  would  be  beneficial,  and  oiuse  sea  trout  to  run.  A 
few  trout  were  caught  in  the  nets  at  Salmon  Hall.  The 
Irt,  Calder,  and  other  waters  have  been  too  low  for  sport, 
and  although  they  were  slightly  improved  by  the  thunder 
showers  this  week  angling  is  not  likely  to  show  much 
improvement  until  after  a  good  flood. — Heathebbell. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland).— May  31st, 
Messrs.  Freeman  and  Martin,  South  Devon,  Kyle  of 
Tongue,  seven  trout,  9Mb. ;  June  Ist,  Loch  Craggie, 
twenty,  101b. ;  2Qd,  Kyle  of  Tongue,  2lb. ;  4th,  Lcch-na- 
hacon,  sixteen,  6Jlb. ;  dth,  Loch  Craggie,  twenty,  101b. 
Messrs.  Lyne  and  Steel,  London,  Kyle  of  Todgue,  two, 
2Ib.  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Martin,  Kyle  of  Tongue,  four, 
51b. ;  7th,  Loch-na-hacon,  6^\h. ;  8th,  Loch  Slane,  twenty- 
four,  9Jlb. ;  9th,  Loch  Cracrgie,  twenty-three,  lllb. — M. 
Maginnbs. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  BiverB.— 

Our  main  rivers  this  week  have  not  been  since  Monday  in 
a  fly  fishing  state,  thunderstorms,  with  hail  (some  especially 
large),  having  been  the  means  of  knocking  off  the  fly 
angler.  Yesterday  (Tuesday)  we  again  had  a  succession 
of  the  thunderstorm,  with  any  amount  of  rain,  with  the 
result  that  on  Wednesday  morning  both  rivers  were  greatly 
discoloured,  and  about  1ft.  over  their  usual  sommer  size. 
Of  course  many  anglers,  owing  to  the  changed  conditions,' 
have  been  doing  the  bait  business,  and  have  met  with 
fairly  good  success.  Mr.  J.  Mercer,  on  the  Teviot,  has  had 
lOJlb. ;  on  the  Tweed  he  had  SJlb. ;  Master  David  Brown, 
with  worm,  on  the  Tweed,  had  6Jlb.  on  Monday,  and  on 
Tuesday  he  had  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Thompson  had,  on  the 
Teviot,  6Jlb.,  including  one  sea  trout  of  3ilb.,  and  he  also 
lost  another  fish  supposed  to  be  about  the  same  weight, 
his  line  having  got  out  in  the  reel,  whereby  the  fish  got 
away  with  about  30yds.  of  line  and  tackle.  Many  other 
baskets  have  been  killed  of  from  21b.  to  41b.  and  upwards, 
of  which  no  record  has  been  given  by  parties.  Salmon 
angling  in  the  meantime  is  nil,  generally  speaking, 
although  I  am  led  to  understand  that  two  or  three  cloan- 
run  salmon  have  been  killed  in  the  Kelso  district  within 
the  last  ten  days,  but  authentic  particulars  are  not  as  yet 
to  hand.  The  present  |rise|in  the  rivers  ought  to  do  good  to 
fishitig  all  round,  and  also  to  allow  of  a  run  of  fresh  fisu  from 
the  sea  to  the  upper  waters.  The  Tweed  salmon  net 
fishings,  both  in  the  river  and  on  the  sea  coast  stations, 
are  not  very  productive,  but  at  this  time  of  the  season  the 
amount  got  is  supposed  to  be  satisfactory.  Prices,  how- 
ever, are  high  :  Salmon,  2s.  8d.  per  lb. ;  trout,  29,  4d. } 
smnll  trout,  28.  Id.  p3r  lb. — Maxwiirrl. 

Whitadder  (Berwick-on-Tweed).— Some  excellent 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  fishing  from  Grant's  House 
Hotel  during  the  last  fortnight.  Mr.  Lorimer  and  friend 
had  takes  running  up  to  lOlb. ;  Mr.  Lamb,  Prestonpans, 
121b.;  Mr.  Brown,  Edinburgh,  12lb.  and  13Mb.  Mr. 
Bryant  and  friends  are  alio  enjoying  good  sport.  Worm 
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FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund — the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  theii'  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
bo  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  LIST. 

Collected  at  Lough  Derg :  R.  Clay,  Is. ;  S.  W.  Wells,  Is. ;  F,  Laws,  Is. ;  R. 

Bradford,  la. ;  J.  W.  Z  ,  Is  

Collected  by  S.  Eoe,  Crojdon:  "Hairpins,"  Is.;  "All  Through  You,"  Is.; 

"B.-P.,"6J  _   

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  A.  S.  (per  Mr.  T.  Paternoster,  sec),  second  donation,  collected 

at  annual  supper   


Amount  from  twenty- sixth  list 
Total   


£  s.  d. 

0  5  0 

0  2  G 

0  8  0 

0  15  6 

243  9  3i 

241  4  9^ 


fishing  is  now  very  good,  and,  with  the  creeper  and  May 
Fly  now  on,  some  big  baskets  should  be  had  dniing  this 
month.    Trout  are  in  excellent  condition. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballina  (Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels  Private 
Watezs). — Fishing  here  for  the  past  week  has  not  been 
good,  owing  to  the  very  unfavourable  weather,  storm,  and 
rain.  I  think  tha.t,  however,  the  weather  is  now  settled, 
and  we  are  certain  to  have  sport,  as  there  are  a  number  of 
salmon  and  grilse  restibg  in  the  different  pools. — 
Manaqeb. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — The  continual  sunshine  and  dry 
winds  of  the  past  fortnight  have  oiuaed  the  river  to  be 
running  a  little  too  low  for  salmon  to  pass  over  all  the 
weirs  into  the  upper  reaches.  There  has  been  a  run  of 
large  spring  fish  coming  in  from  the  sea  for  the  past  few 
days,  and  with  these  came  a  few  grilse.  Some  have 
reached  eo  far  up  as  the  rapids  at  Kilrea,  where  they  are 
likely  to  remain  for  gome  time,  tUl  a  flood  comes,  as  the 
water  is  too  shallow  among  the  boulders  that  intervene 
between  the  deep  reach  and  the  weir  for  them  to  run  in 
clear  water.  For  so  far  only  one  salmon  of  12|lb.  has 
been  taken  here.  This  fish  was  landed  by  a  Belfast  angler 
on  8th  inat.  At  Caronroe  there  has  been  the  tlsual  good 
sport.  On  0th  inst.,  Mr.  Wolff,  M.P.,  one  salmon,  101b. ; 
rth,  four  salmon,  average  121b.  each ;  8th,  four  salmon, 
8Jlb.,  101b.,  121b.,  and  161b.;  9th,  one  salmon,  161b.,  and 
a  grilse,  the  first  of  the  season,  61b. ;  on  6th,  Col. 
Harrison,  one  salmon,  141b. ;  on  6th,  Tom  Graham,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Wilson's  boatman,  one  salmon,  161b.  The  trout 
angling  has  not  been  up  to  the  average,  but  prospects  are 
good  for  dry  fly  fishers,  as  the  rise  continues. — Daniel 
O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.  —  The  weather  continues 
warm,  and  this,  with  low  and  clear  rivers,  has  reduced 
trouting  to  a  very  low  ebb.  Some  local  anglers  were  out 
on  the  dams,  but  did  not  do  very  much,  and  the  same 
?marks  apply  to  the  Lagan  and  the  Onvile.  The  little 
;lady  bum  is  a  mere  trickle,  but  on  Friday  your  corre- 
spondent, fishing  the  pools  after  sunset,  killed  nine  trout, 
and  on  Wednesday  morning  killed  ten  trout,  dapping  with 
the  Oak  fly,  which  the  trout  seem  to  prefer  to  the 
usually  seductive  May  Fly.  There  is  an  immense  lot  of 
yearling  fry  in  the  Clady,  despite  the  persistent  poaching 
and  poisoning. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  KiiyerB.— Owing  to  heavy  rains  sport  has  shown 
considerable  improvement  on  all  the  principal  Cork  rivers, 
especially  the  Lee,  Blackwater,  Bandon,  and  Ilan. 
Salmon  have  been  in  better  rising  mood,  and  many  new 
fish  have  come  up,  while  sea  trout  have  afforded  generally 
fair  sport  on  all  the  waters  that  hold  those  fish.  Brown 
trout  fishing  has  been  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Coxrib  (Oalway). — The  ttream  is  in  fair  condition, 
considering  the  drought,  but  glaring  sunshine  and  chilly 
night  winds  are  not  the  neceEsary  concomitants  for  good 
sport.  The  prawn  accounted  for  most  of  the  fish  killed. 
Amongst  those  out  were  :  Mr.  Wheen,  Mr.  Cohen,  Capt. 
Cnnliffe,  Mr.  C.  F.  Hill,  Mr.  C.  E.  Hill,  Mr.  Smith,  who 
bad  from  six  to  a  dozen  peal  each.  Peal  fishing  is  doing 
very  well,  considering  the  unfavourable  weather,  and  that 
this  month  is  not  the  best  for  it.  Some  springers  were 
killed  last  week  up  to  161b.— J.  A.  B. 

Bhulcagli  Fishery. — Salmon  are  up  now,  and  taking 
well.  One  rod  got  two  salmon  on  Friday,  and  one  on 
Saturday,  on  the  Erriff  river.  Six  salmon  were  landed 
last  week.— 11.  H.  M'  Keown. 

Erne  (Ballyifaannon  and  Belleek).— Favourable 
angling  weather  prevailed  dnring  the  past  week,  and  the 


following  are  the  particulars  :  Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli  landed  one 
salmon  of  18Jlb.  on  8th  inst.  During  the  past  week  the 
Rev.  W.  H.  Hole  landed  three  salmon,  of  141b.,  61b.,  and 
61b. ;  Sir  Wm.  Williams  landed  two  salmon,  of  151b.  and 
Gib. ;  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston  landed  one  salmon  of  151b. ;  Dr. 
McClelland  landed  two  salmon,  of  17 Jib.  and  131b. ;  and 
Dr.  B.  Aiken,  one  salmon  of  151b. ;  while  Mr.  F.  T. 
Green  landed  two  splendid  salmon,  of  171b.  each,  on  11th 
and  12th  inst.  Some  very  good  trout  were  landed  by  Mr. 
T.  M.  Pike  with  dry  fly  during  the  past  week,  several  of 
them  weighing  from  31b.  to  41b.,  and  one  splendid  trout 
weighing  41b.  lOoz.  Mr.  B.  A.  Ralli,  Mr.  Costi  C.  Ralli, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Woods,  and  Mr.  B.  F.  Chance  took  a  number  of 
fine  trout  on  the  Erne  during  the  late  evenings,  weighing 
from  lib.  to  3Jlb.  On  Lough  Erne  sport  was  generally 
good  with  the  May  Fly  dnring  the  past  week. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Eillarney. — The  welcome  rain  has  come  at  last,  and 
sport  is  now  good  at  salmon  and  brown  trout,  but  no  sea 
trout  have  been  had.  Killarney,  however,  has  long 
ceased  to  be  a  sea  trout  angling  centre.  The  prospects 
for  the  coming  week  are  very  good  for  salmon  and  sea 
trout,  but  as  far  as  sea  trout  are  concerned  this  station 
may  be  dismissed  from  the  angler's  notice. — T.  J.  D. 

Eillary  Bay,  Connemara  (Leenane  Hotel).— 
Fishing  has  just  started  on  Eillary  Bay.  On  Monday  Mr. 
Drake  and  friends  caught  150  whiting  and  fourteen 
pollack ;  the  latter  on  trout  rods  gave  excellent  play. 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Coyne  got  sixty  whiting,  ten  pollack. 
Thnrtdiy,  Mr.  Welch  brought  in  130  whiting  and  sixteen 
pollack.  Mackerel  are  beginning  to  show  for  the  last  few 
days.— R.  H.  M. 

Iiongh  Conn  (Ooxtnorabbey  Hotel);— No  report 
this  week,  owing  to  the  very  heavy  storms  we  have  had  ; 
no  boat  could  safely  venture  out  on  the  lake.  However, 
as  I  write  the  weather  seems  to  have  settled.  I  hope  to 
have  a  good  report  for  next  week. — Manager. 

Lough  Currane,  &c.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Heivy  rain  has  fallen  without  much  interruption  from 
Friday  to  Monday,  and  large  shoals  of  salmon  peal 
and  sea  trout  have  come  up.  Four  salmon  were  had 
as  follows  :  Johnny  Brennan,  two ;  Michael  Brennan, 
one ;  and  B.  Dennehy,  one.  The  fish  averaged  111b. 
Several  sfa  trout  were  had,  heaviest  3Jlb.  The  prospects 
for  the  next  few  days  are  very  good,  and  many  visitors  are 
expected  down  for  the  sea  trout  fishing,  which  promises  to 
be  very  good  henceforward.  The  Cummeragh  and 
Inney  are  in  good  order,  and  are  giving  some  good  sport  at 
sea  trout.  On  the  former,  on -Monday,  Dennis  Curran 
had  a  nice  salmon  of  101b.,  and  a  sea  trout,  and  lost 
another  salmon. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin.— On  this  lake  Mr.  G.  Hayes  took 
two  grilse  of  61b.  and  6Jlb.  on  June  9,  and  on  June  11  a 
trout  (gillaroo)  weighing  31b.  Mr.  B.  Kelly  landed  one 
salmon  of  7ilb.  on  June  8,  and  Mr.  H.  Gillespie  landed 
one  grilse  of  61b.  on  June  9.  Some  good  gillaroo  and 
brown  trout  fishing  was  enjoyed  during  the  past  week,  and 
a  fair  number  of  decent  baskets  of  fish  were  taken  by  the 
anglers  out  from  Garrison,  Kinlongh,  Belleek,  Bundoran, 
and  Ballyshannon.  At  time  of  writing  some  heavy  rain  is 
falling,  and  prospect  of  sport  is  now  good. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Longh  Neagh.— Some  salmon  have  arrived  in  the 
lough,  and  the  nets  have  taken  a  few  up  to  101b.  and  111b. 
Trout  netting  is  by  no  means  good,  but  pollen  fishing  has 
improved.  In  ooneequence  ot  the  low  state  of  the  water  in 
the  small  tributaries  there  is  little  sport  to  record. — 
J.  A.  B. 


Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).— Angling  has  not 
opnned  here  yet,  and  will  hardly  fill  July.  A  good  many 
anglers  have  arranged  to  c  ;me  for  the  July  v/hite  trout 
fithing.  The  first  heavy  flood  will  bring  up  the  white 
trout.  No  fewer  than  70,000  sea  trout  fry  were  turned 
into  the  lakes  of  the  Rosses  thh  season,  all  spawned  and 
hatched  out  at  the  local  hatchery.  This,  we  expect,  is  the 
record  for  Ulster,  if  not  for  all  Ireland.  Some  rain  has 
fallen  lately,  but  not  in  suflioiently  heavy  cjuantitiea  to 
raise  the  trout  streams. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Eillaloe).— All  this 
week  our  beautiful  lake  (Derg)  has  been  like  a  banquet 
hall  dessrted.  More  is  the  pity;  but,  as  I  said  la^t 
week,  we  have  to  thank  the  horrible  weather  for  all 
the  disappointment.  We  have  one  consolation,  however 
— the  grilse  are  bjginning  to  show  up  on  the  river, 
and  already  not  a  few  of  the  glittering  fishes  have  been 
taken  by  our  angling  visitors.  May  7,  Major  Triheme's 
fishermen,  P.  Ryan  and  W.  Fogarty,  killed  one  salmon, 
18lb.,  and  one  grilse,  71b. ;  8th,  Mr.  Henry  (London),  one, 
salmon,  101b.;  9th,  Major  Bunbury,  on  Major  Traherne's 
water,  one  salmon,  12ib. ;  llth,  Mr.  A.  Parker,  Bally- 
valley  House,  KiUaloe,  on  same  water,  one  grilse,  71b.  ; 
12th,  Col.  Longbume,  same  water,  one  salmon,  121b.,  and 
two  grilse,  41b.  each.  Mr.  John  Barker  and  friend  have 
had  some  nice  sport  on  Mr.  W.  Young's  preserves,  but 
particulars  have  not  been  fmnishBd  to  me.  Thomas  and 
J.  Grimes  have  taken  four  grilse  daring  the  last  few  days, 
largest  8|lb.  Another  fisherman  also  got  a  few  grihe. 
Evening  trout  fishing,  which  is  now  on,  is  fairly  good,  but 
h  certain  to  improve,  as  the  weather  is  simply  perfect  for 
that  faEcinating  sport.  The  Rev.  John  Allin,  rector, 
Onibury,  Shropshire,  and  friend,  and  Mr.  J.  D.  Allcroft 
have  arrived  for  the  salmon,  grilse  and  trout  fishing.  Mr. 
W.  Malsley  Cotham  and  party  (four)  have  returned  to 
Prescot,  England.  In  my  report  last  week  I  omitted  to 
mention  that  Mr.  A.  H.  Ballantine  killed  on  the  lake  a 
very  fine  trout  weighing  81b.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— On  Doonass  the  fisher- 
men killed,  llth,  one  salmon,  ISjlb. ;  12th,  one  peal,  4ilb. 
On  Prospect  the  fishermen  killed,  7th,  one  peal,  4lb. ; 
9th,  one  salmon,  8Jlb. ;  llth,  one  Ealmon,  141b.,  and  two 
peal,  21b.  and  4Jib.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  Astley  Creswick 
killed,  1st,  one  trout,  61b. ;  4th,  one  peal,  4Jlb. ;  5th,  one 
peal,  31b. ;  7th,  one  salmon,  lljlb. ;  8ch,  one  peal,  3|lb. ; 
llth,  two  peal,  5Jlb.  and  GJlb. ;  12th,  one  peal,  4Jlb. 
On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  GreenhUl  killed,  llth,  one 
salmon,  ITJlb. ;  12th,  one  peal,  4tb.— John  Enright  and 
Son. 

_  Tyrone  Rivers.—"  Rain,  rain"  is  the  cry,  for  all  the 
rivers  are  low  and  clear.  The  Mourne  especially  is  in  want 
of  a  flood  to  give  a  fillip  to  salmon  fishing.  On  the  still 
deeps  in  the  evenings  an  odd  basket  of  trout  is  being  made. 
The  natural  black  fly  has  taken  some  tront  on  the  Ballin- 
derry,  but  it  is  rather  early  for  it  yet.  We  do  not  hear  of 
anything  of  importance  hiving  been  done  on  the  Black- 
water.  Generally  speaking,  there  is  a  small  flax  crop  this 
season. — J.  A.  B. 

SEA  PISHING. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — After  several  unproductive  months, 
owing  to  a  continuance  of  north-east  winds,  a  few  fair 
catches  of  fish  have  been  made.  Mr.  Bates  has  recently 
landed  takes  of  pouting,  varying  in  number  between  four 
and  eight  score,  and  in  weight  between  4oz.  and  21b.  Mr. 
Fleming  and  his  boatman  (J.  Larkios)  recently  landed 
with  four  score  pouting  and  a  121b.  conger,  the  latter 
being  a  rarity  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Miss  Mew  has 
landed  several  small  pollack  from  the  pier,  and  Mr.  Jones 
took  seven  this  (Wednesday)  afternoon.  Pouting  are 
daily  taken  upon  the  pier,  though  numbers  rather  than 
size  have  to  be  reckoned  with. — J.  Richardson. 

Penzance. — The  fishing  from  the  pier  heads  is 
improving,  but  the  bast  sport  is  being  had  by  boat  anglers 
in  the  bay.  Whiting  simply  abound.  Oar  mackerel 
fleets  are  doing  fairly  well. — H. 

Plymouth. — Sport  during  the  last  week  has  been 
pretty  fair,  and  much  like  the  week  previous.  Bass 
seem  to  hang  about  the  rocks,  and  pjUack  are  becoming 
more  plentiful,  the  large  ones,  however,  are  taken  outside 
the  breakwater.  The  rod  fishermen  have  hien  having 
good  sport  with  pollack  and  bass  from  the  quays  in  the 
Hamoaze  and  from  Keyham  Estension  Works.  Some  fine 
bass  have  bean  taken  at  the  latter  placa.  The  mackerel 
have  not  as  yet  come  in  the  harbour,  bat  we  are  daily  on 
the  look  out  for  them ;  they  ara  taking  great  quantities 
outside.  The  travelling  companies  that  visit  our  theatre 
are  finding  out  that  it  is  much  better  to  do  a  bit  of  sea 
fishing  during  the  day  than  to  stroll  about  the  town.  The 
"  Les  Cloches  des  Corneville  "  Company,  last  week,  had 
some  good  sport  rod  fishing  from  the  piers.  We  have  a 
lot  of  visitors  from  all  parts  here,  and  they  are  more  or 
Ices  having  good  baskets.  Of  course  those  that  can  take 
to  the  boat  get  the  best  sport.  The  weather  is  very  fine 
and  the  sea  smooth. — W.  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).- The  changeable  weather 
has  interfered  with  the  fishing,  though  the  eels  have  been 
running  freely.  Some  fine  ones  were  taken  during  the 
thunderstorm,  as  well  as  some  good  sand  dabs.  Flounders 
are  plentiful,  largest  lib.  7oz.  One  was  caught  brown  on 
both  sides  alike.— W.  E.  Laker. 

Valentia. — Sea  fishing  has  been  interrupted  by  heavy 
rains  and  a  generally  rough  sea.  Just  as  the  weather 
broke  fine  sport  was  being  had.  When  the  weather  gets 
favourable  good  sport  may  be  expected. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Sea  angling,  which  was 
very  good,  especially  in  the  Ballinskelligs  direction,  has 
been  interrupted  during  ths  past  few  days  by  heavy  rain 
and  a  generally  rough  sea.  When  the  weather  gets 
seasonable  again,  good  sport  should  be  had,  Bass  are  still 
numerous  at  a  few  points. — T.  J.  D. 
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Jingling  ^xxtuxes. 

June  17. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Outiog  to  Amberley. 
Clapham  Strollers  :  Gating  to  Chichester  Canal. 
Clerkenwell  Tisiting  List :  Competition. 
Convivial :  Outing  to  ByBeet. 
Friendship  :  Match  at  Wateringbury. 
Honnslow  :  Barbel  competition. 
Izaak  Walton :  Match  at  Yalding. 
Linccla  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
Oglander  :  Gating  to  Palborough. 
West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
Jnne  18. 

Anglers'  Association:   Sp9cial  general  meeting  and 
ordinary  monthly  delegate  meeting. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Benefit  concert. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 

Original  Alexandra  :  A.B.S.  concert  and  distribution. 
June  19, 

Collingwood  ;  A.B.S.  concert. 

Gresham  :  Paper  by  Dr.  Ladell. 
June  20. 

Bromptcn  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  :  Outing  to  Newenden. 
Holloway  :  Annual  dinner. 
Iziak  Walton  :  Special  outing. 
June  21. 

United  Brothers ;  Annual  dinner. 


June  2i. — Allason  United  :  Match. 

„  24  — Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Arun. 

„  24.— Duke  cf  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

„  24. — St.  Albans  :  Outing  to  Wohiug. 

„  25.— Hearts  of  Oak  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

,,  26. — Alma  :  Visit. 

„  27. — Holloway  :  Gating. 
July   1.— Blenheim:  Outing  to  Harefield. 

,,     1. — Convivial :  Annual  dinner. 

„     1.— Jubilee  :  Match  at  Welsh  Harp. 

,,     1. — Phojnix  :  Brake  outing. 

„     1.— Stockwell :  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill. 

I)  15. — Elgin  :  Outing  to  King's  Langley. 

„  22.— Pithouse's  (Langley)  competition. 


H^tpaxts  fxm  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  ns  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association. — A  special  general  meeting 
will  be  held  at  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  E.G., 
on  Monday  next,  June  18,  at  8  p.m.  to  alter  and  delete 
certain  rules,  after  which  the  ordinary  monthly  general 
meeting  will  be  held.  G  wing  to  an  unavoidable  delay  in 
the  stamping  of  tickets,  I  may  not  be  able  to  send  society 
secretaries  their  tickets  in  time  to  distribute  them  at  their 
meetings.  Will  all  secretaries  not  receiving  tickets  by 
first  post  Satur  Jay  morning  please  ciU  at  my  house,  2, 
Pireby-road,  Stamford  Hill,  N.,  at  any  time  after  one 
o'clock  until  midnight ;  I  shill  be  only  too  pleased  to 
supply  them. — E.  G.  Woodrukk. 

Acmiral  Blake  Angiin§t  Society,  Admiral  Blake, 
Ladbroke-grove,  W.— All  members  should  attend  Monday 
next,  as  the  business  is  very  important.  We  have  arranged 
an  outing  for  June  17.  Several  new  members  were  made 
last  Monday. — H.  Langton. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Prampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney.— Our  distribution 
took  place  on  June  1-3.  We  have  a  good  list  of  prizes  to 
start  with.  The  now  ruks  coma  int«  force  on  June  IG — 
size  of  roach  increased  to  Sin. ;  perch.  Sin. ;  dace,  7in. — 
H.  Haixe.s, 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate.  W.— 
On  Juae  13  several  new  members  were  initiated.  Our 
opening  match  (pegged  down)  will  be  to  Veitches  Pound, 
A. A.  waters.  Slough  and  Langley  Canal,  on  June  21  ;  two 
rods;  all  seasonable  fish  weighable.  There  are  eix  club 
cash  prizes  and  four  private  prizes.  Members  to  travel 
by  the  12  8  (midnight)  train  on  2.3rd  or  any  snbseiiuent 
train  on  24  h,  Holl  call  and  draw  for  swims  at  water  side 
on  arrival  of  the  midnight  train.  Our  match  is  on  meadow 
side.  I  hope  all  other  societies  will  notice  our  date  and 
place,  BO  as  to  avoid  any  clashing.  Messrs.  Prouten  and 
Oha  pman,  sen.,  are  the  official  stewards,  who  have  the 
arrangements    of    the    psgging-out  of    swims.  —  Bkn 

Al'.IUIIAMS, 

Alma  Angling  Sooiety.  Coach  and  Horses,  PorU- 

mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— The  next  return  visit 
on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  List  will  take  place  at 
the  above  houso  on  June  2(>,  when  I  liopo  to  see  a  bumper. 
Any  r<f;ijtleinin  will  bo  made  welcome — J.  Ciia.miikks. 

Battersea  Friendly  Augling  ijooios;^.  Nag's 
Head,  WandHworth-road,  8.W.— Our  meeting  was  well 
attended  on  .June  12.  Tho  first  match  ii  fixed  for  .June  24 
(roving)  in  tlio  Arun  ;  to  go  down  on  the  morning.  Mr. 
J.  B.  IJaJdry,  Mr.  T.  Wade,  and  Mr.  (i.  Wlieatly  were 
nominated  as  new  membm.  The  foll')wing  gentlemen 
gave  prizps:  Mr.  II.  H.  Willson,  lOj.  OJ.  ;  Mr.  II.  V. 
Ilyslop,  £2  2.J.  ;  Mr.  Ilemcn?,  (Id.;  Mr.  .1.  Hull, 
10<f.  OJ. ;  Mr.  A.  Addison,  7«.  (id.  We  have  splendid 
quarters,  a  good  host ;  and  any  gentleman  wishing  to  join 
a  good  angling  society  cannot  do  better  than  |oin  the 
B»tt«rsea  Friendly  Society.— A.  Db.ionoe. 


Blackfriars  Angling  Sooiety,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  8.B. — Our  meeting  at  club-house  this 
Wednesday  was  well  attended,  and  our  committee  drew 
out  prize  list  for  ensuing  season.  Oar  balance  sheet  of  last 
season  was  presented,  with  a  capital  balance  to  carry  over. 
Mr.  W.  Wink  hae  applied  for  enrolment ;  also  letters  were 
read  from  Mr.  Booth  and  Mr.  Etheriogton.  Will  members 
muster  well  at  the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-sqaare,  Black- 
friars, when  I  have  promised  to  assist  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd 
cn  Tuesday,  June  19  ?  I  wish  to  thank  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  they  treated 
our  members  at  their  supper.  I  have  all  privilege  tickets 
to  hand  for  members.  If  they  call  to  31,  Waterbo-road 
they  may  have  them. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill.— At  our  last  meeting  we 
elected  Mr.  Wilkins  and  Mr.  Bolton  as  working  members. 
Members  can  have  their  privilege  tickets  at  any  time  on 
payment  of  the  necessary  fee  to  me,  when  I  hope  they  will 
bring  up  their  old  tickets  as  required  by  the  A. A.  Our 
brake  outing  to  Harefield  promises  to  be  a  great  success. 
We  shall  have  a  grand  turn-out,  and  tickets  are  going  fast. 
Visitors  wishing  to  go  must  not  forget  that  Wednesday, 
June  27,  will  be  the  last  day  for  paying  in.  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  supply  tickets  at  3s.  each,  which  include  over 
forty  miles  ride,  the  best  of  good  company,  and  three  53. 
prizes  to  fish  for.  Besides  this  there  are  four  money  prizes 
for  the  club  members,  also  an  egg  cruet  for  the  largest 
roach.  Oar  first  committee  meeting  will  he  held  on 
Tuesday  next,  June  19,  at  9  30  p.m. — Charles  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  Soomy,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C. — It  is  with  deep  regret 
I  have  to  announce  the  death  of  one  of  our  old  members, 
Mr.  G.  Gill,  who  passed  away  on  Monday,  June  11.  On 
June  13  Mr.  H.  Walker  was  elected  a  working  membar. — 
T.  Paternoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — We  have  fixed  the 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  for  June  20,  with  Mr.  P. 
Geen  in  the  chair.  We  have  also  arranged  to  have  a  good 
array  of  talent  on  that  occasion.  Outlying  members 
desiring  privileges  are  requested  to  communicate  with  me 
as  soon  as  possible. — C.  Ashly. 

Burlington  Anglers,  Burlington,  Burlington-road, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — An  excellent  meeting  took  place 
on  June  6,  when  the  secretary  brought  forward  the  names 
of  five  gentlemen  to  become  working  members,  and  three 
honorary,  A  large  amount  in  subscriptions  was  paid  in. 
The  next  general  meeting  will  take  place  on  June  20 — 
J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Sooiety, 
Good  Intent.  Mowlem-street,  Bbhop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath,  E. — Privilege  tickets  have  now  arrived,  and  I  shall 
be  at  the  clubhouse  on  Saturday  from  6  p.m.  to  9  p.m., 
when  members  can  have  them.  At  our  annual  general 
meeting  Mr.  B.  Williams  was  re-elected  treasurer,  and 
Mr.  Eddie  Argent  as  secretary.  Our  prize  distribution 
passed  off  very  satisfactorily,  prize  money  to  the  amount 
of  £38  in  cish  and  several  handsome  articles  were 
distributed.  Mr.  H.  Everett  won  the  silver  challenge  cup 
with  £1  Is.  inside,  placed  there  by  Messrs.  B.  Williams 
and  W.  Argent,  lOi.  6d.  each.  The  prize  committee's 
report  was  accepted,  and  it  now  remains  for  members  to 
attend  and  arrange  for  prize  outing.  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  receive  outstanding  prizes  promised  last  season. — P. 
Loft. 

Camden  Augling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  Jame£- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Our  annuil 
supper  and  distribution  took  place  on  June  13.  The  cloth 
being  removed,  we  set  to  at  once.  The  principal  prize 
winners  were  Messrs.  Taylor,  Whipps,  Cook,  Fuller, 
Adams,  Galloway,  Marshall,  Andrews,  A.  E.  Hoodless, 
A.  C.  Hoodless,  Brook,  Gilbert,  &o.  The  secretary  was 
very  busy  for  a  time  making  up  a  list  for  the  ensuing 
season,  which  was  responded  to  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner.  Great  praise  is  due  to  our  host  and  hostess 
(Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkins)  for  the  able  manner  in  which 
they  catered  for  ns.  The  chair  and  vies  were  occupied 
by  Messrs.  W.  Andrews  and  T.  Fuller  respectively,  to 
whom  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  voted. — R.  Marshall. 

Carlton  Angling  Societ/,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W.  —  We  had  a  good  attendanca 
of  members  present  at  our  quarterly  meeting  on  Thursday 
last ;  we  made  three  new  members,  four  more  being 
proposed.  We  are  going  steady  and  strong.  The 
following  members  were  elected  to-fulfil  ofiice :  W.  Fayers, 
chairman;  W.  Chapman,  treasurer;  B.  Pigrum,  check 
secretary;  H.  Fricker,  delegate;  F.  Staniford,  secretary, 
to  whom  all  members  must  apply  for  their  privilege 
tickets.  Meetings  in  future  will  commence  at  nine  sharp. 
— W.  a.  F, 

Clapham  Junction  Angling    Sooiety,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Olapham  Jonotion,  B.W.— 

Our  first  day's  outing  this  season  will  take  place  at 
Amberley,  on  June  17,  for  six  prizes.  Train  from 
Clapham  Junction  8  27. — (!.  'I'.  Jamkhon. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Sooiety,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — An  outing  has  been 
fixed  for  June  17,  Chichester  Canal,  when  we  fish  for  four 
pri/.as  of  value.  1  trust  to  see  a  good  muster  ;  all  fish  to 
weigh  bar  j»ck.     Hon.  members  cordially  invited. — 

F.  HlSHOF'. 

Cobdea   Angling  Society,   Kensal-road,   W. — 

MemborB  who  like  t )  call  at  the  club  on  Saturday  evening 
may  have  theij-  piivilege  tickets  up  till  ten  o'clock  ;  after 
that  1  shall  be  away,  but  shall  be  at  the  club  on  Sunday 
evening.  I  should  like  to  see  the  members  attend  better, 
so  that  the  business  of  the  club  caA  be  oirried  on  and  the 
dates  of  the  matches  fixed. — T.  'I'w  vman. 

Colliogwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson  Square,  Blackfriars-roid,  S.E.  —  On  Tuesday, 
Juuo  19,  i  hope  our  room  will  be  well  packed  on  our  A.B.S. 
concert.   Mr.  G,  Shepherd  (Bermondsey  Brothers)  in  the 


chair,  and  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse  (Blackfriars  A.S.),  vice- 
chair,  with  good  music,  Mr.  W.  O.  Wiles's  refreshments 
Al,  and  goad  fellowship  will,  I  am  sure,  make  a  very 
enjoyable  and  successful  evening.  All  members  who  wish 
to  have  A.B  S.  tickets  and  central  privs.  please  see  me 
next  Wednesday.  Made  two  new  members.  —  F,  P. 
Sorge. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — Our  annual  dinner  will  take 
place  on  July  1,  at  the  Black  Dog  and  Duck,  Bury, 
Palborough.  Members  please  note  an  outing  at  Byfleet 
(roving)  on  June  17 ;  all  ride  to  Byfleet  Station  and  get 
irr  the  same  at  night. — Phil. 

Cosy  Augling  Sooiety,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — Our  concert  and  dis- 
tribution on  Wednesday  last  was  a  great  success.  The 
following  gentlemen  contributed  to  the  harmony :  Messrs. 
C.  Cole,  J.  T.  White,  H.  Lovett,  H.  Sheekey,  L.  Hurse, 
J.  Luke,  W.  Slatteng,  W.  Payne,  C.  Crane,  and  Bean. 
Members  please  notice  that  Wednesday,  June  20,  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — J. 
White. 

Crown  and   Bnokland  Piscatorial  Sooiety, 

Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  B.C. — Our  annual 
outing  took  place  on  June  10,  when  twenty-seven  members 
journeyed  to  Burnham-on-Crouoh.  After  refreshments  a 
two  hours'  sail  gave  us  an  excellent  appetite  for  the  good 
things  provided  by  Mr.  Parker,  of  the  Railway  Hotel. 
These  hiving  been  done  justice  to,  the  chairman  proposed 
prosperity  to  the  "C.  and  B."  The  secretary,  in 
responsa,  spoke  of  the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  society, 
and  hoped  the  members  would  support  it  in  the  future  as 
they  bad  in  the  past.  Our  prize  list  was  liberally 
responded  to,  and  we  have  a  good  number  to  fish  for  in 
the  coming  season.  After  the  usual  photo  some  went  off 
to  wet  a  line,  the  others  for  a  drive  round  the  country, 
bringing  to  a  close  a  most  enjoyable  day.  Last  week  I 
omitted  the  name  of  Mr.  C.  Walter,  another  of  the 
principil  prize  winners.  On  the  13th  we  elected  four 
new  members.  Mr.  B.  Richardson  resigned. — G.  H, 
Franklin. 

JJalsson  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  June  12  there  was  a  very 
full  attendance,  when  the  question  of  prizes  for  the  season 
was  gone  into ;  after  some  discussion  it  was  referred  to  the 
committee  to  investigate  the  matter  and  report  on  the 
same  cn  Tuesday,  the  19th,  when  I  hope  to  see  all 
members  present.  Several  of  the  members  also  decided  on 
what  terms  their  prizes  should  be  competed  for.  Will 
members  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible  whether  they 
require  new  privilege  tickets,  and  oblige. — S.  Malliy. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — Our  first  match  of 
the  saason  takes  plase  on  June  24,  at  Uxbridge. — W. 
Jenkins. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  Notting  Hill,  W. — Since  last  report  we 
have  made  three  new  members,  Messrs.  Love,  Cannell, 
and  F.  Charlton.  Last  meeting  night  the  books  were 
audited  by  Messrs.  Farbrother  and  Gushing,  and  the 
quarterly  balance-sheet  passed  as  correct,  showing  the 
funds  to  be  in  a  very  satisfactory  state.  The  private 
priza  list  looks  very  .healthy  at  present.  The  sum  of 
£7  lOs.  in  various  amounts,  besides  several  valuable  and 
useful  prizes,  is  already  promised.  Our  brake  outing  ia 
fixed  for  July  15,  to  King's  Langley.  Tliare  will  be 
several  prizes  open  to  visitors.  I  will  give  pwticulars  in 
next  report. — G.  King. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton. 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — We  made  several 
new  members  on  June  12.  I  hope  to  have  privilege 
tickets  on  Friday  night,  June  16.  Members  not  having 
ordered  privilege  tickets  can  do  so  in  the  bar  book. 
Tight  lines  to  all  in  the  forthcoming  season. — A.  W. 
Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Augliag  Sooiety,  The  Grown,  Ohuroh- 
street,  Shoreditch. — The  distribution  of  prizes  took  place 
on  the  12th  inst.,  and  was  a  great  success.  About  £50 
worth  of  prizes  were  distributed,  the  most  successful 
winners  being  Messrs.  Whitmore,  Ovenden,  T.  Hanson, 
H.  Hanson,  Moybury,  A.  Coker,  and  many  others. 
After  the  distribution  the  appeal  for  the  coming  season 
was  generously  responded  to.  About  £30  worth  of  prizes 
were  given  to  start  with,  many  given  for  best  specimen 
of  all  classes  of  fish.    Two  nominations  were  booked. — 

R.  MURI'IIY. 

Harcoirt  Angliag  Sooiety,  Harcoart  Arms, 
Haroourt-street,  N.W. — We  enrolled  another  new  member 
on  Thursday  evening  last,  and  there  are  two  more  to 
make  on  June  14.  I  hope  members  will  do  their  best  to 
attend  and  make  the  club  as  strong  as  possible  ;  there  is  a 
lot  of  business  to  do,  and  we  want  to  get  it  done. — A.  E, 
Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green-road. — Will  members 
kindly  give  support  to  our  member,  Mr.  A.  Bagshaw,  on 
lists,  or  at  T.  Symond,  Blue  Anchor,  Church-street, 
Shoreditch?  On  Monday,  June  25,  Anglers' Benevolent 
Society  concert.  Will  anglers  and  friends  support  thp 
box  ? — II.  Bacisiiaw. 

Highbury  Augling  Sooiety,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — We  made  three 
new  members  last  Wednesday,  ami  had  another  proposed. 
Next  week  it  is  hoped  to  complete  the  prize  list.  There  is 
also  a  summer  outing  to  bo  discussed.  Mr.  B.  O, 
Woodruff  is  again  to  the  fore  with  two  more  trout, 
31b.  toz.  and  lib.  6oz  ,  both  tiken  with  fly  on  the  olub 
water.- K.  WvMKit. 

Holloway  Angling  Society.  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — An  outing  will  take  place  at  the 
olub  waters  at  Laighton  Buz/.ard  on  June  27.  Our  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  is  fixed  for  June  20,  Mr. 
A,  R.  Matthews  in  the  chair,  Mr.  George  Johnson  in  the 
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vice.  Several  new  members  were  made,  and  we  have 
every  prospect  of  a  euccaasful  year. — A.  Clayton. 

Islin  jt:u  Brothera  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — Oar  annual  outing  was  a  success, 
the  weather  being  very  fine,  and  we  all  spent  an  enjoyable 
day  at  the  Woodman  at  Stamford  Rivers.  At  our  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  on  June  12,  cbairmin  Mr.  J,  H. 
Herbert,  vice-chxir  Jlr.  J.  Howard,  the  followinj[ 
contributed  to  the  harmony :  JUsssrs.  B.  Wiiliama, 
J.  Maxey,  W.  Stretch,  B,  Collins,  T.  Francis,  Miss  Miiple, 
C.  Bell,  and  C.  Hilton,  each  doing  two  turns.  Mr.  Wind- 
field,  recitation ;  Mr.  C.  Hall  also  gave  u3  his  favourite 
"  Kissinjt  Cup's  Eaoa."  The  distribution  over,  we  started 
the  newlist,  £8  — J.  H.  Herhert. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.B.  —  As 
announced  last  week,  the  members  will  compete  for  three 
special  prizes  on  June  17,  on  th?  Medway,  at  Yalding  and 
Wateringbary.  There  are  also  two  "specials"  to  be 
fished  for  on  June  20,  competitors  being  allowed  to  cboose 
their  o^  fishing  witars  (private  waters  bii  red). — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Ang-linj'  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road,  North  Kensington. — We  fish  our  first  match  at  the 
Welsh  Harp,  on  July  1 ;  one  rod  only  ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ; 
from  fenca  to  fence,  around  the  head ;  season  ticket  first 
prize,  and  four  uEOonditional  prizes  ;  no  live  bait ;  3  a.m. 
to  7.30  p.m.  Will  members  attend  to  arrange  for  brake? 
Should  privilege  cards  arrive  I  will  meet  members  at 
club-house  on  Satmdiy  eveiiog. — G.  Bence. 

Idnooln  AngUn^  Sooi«ty,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, PentonviUe,  N.— On  July  17  our  members 
fish  a  match  at  Amberley  for  seven  pi-izes  ;  all  to  start  on 
the  morning;  two  rods  allowed.  Members  wishing  to 
compete  in  the  CD.  competitioa  mus*;  take  their  ticket 
not  later  than  Fridiy  next,  nine  o'clock.  Messrs.  C. 
Sfurraan  and  W.  Fann  were  elected  working  members. — 
W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — Oar  Whitsuntide  hunt  for  trout  was  very 
much  of  a  fiasco.  A  gentleman  had  most  kindly  favoured 
us  with  a  permit  for  six  rode  for  a  strictly  protected  length 
of  the  Dee,  acd  quite  gleefully  the  six  members  started  off 
to  fill  their  creels.  The  day  was  sapsrlatively  lively,  and 
all  nature  seemed  to  say  "  Welome,  ye  patient  ones ;  go 
in  and  win,"  and  they  went  into  the  water  and  laboured 
as  if  for  a  golden  harp.  But  alas !  for  the  hoUowneES  of 
human  hopes  and  anticipations.  When  six  o'clock  came 
and  they  assembled  on  the  bridge,  they  all  wore  preter- 
naturally  long  faces,  for  they  could  only  muster  three 
small  trout,  or,  say,  half  a  one  apiece.  It  was  too  bright 
a  day ;  the  fish  could  see  the  anglers  afar  oS,  no  doubt, 
and  wisely  kept  a  respectable  distance.  The  water  was 
too  low  and  clear,  and  everything  was  against  success. 
Under  these  o'rcumstanceq  the  anglers  cinnot  be  blamed, 
for  they  are  all  skilful  with  the  rod  ;  but  you  cannot  oitch 
fish  legitimately  if  they  will  not  rise  or  bite.  All  enjoyed 
the  pleasant  outing,  and  felt  battsrforit.  Let  us  devoutly 
hope  they  will  have  better  fortune  next  time. — R.  Wool- 
fall. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  June  20 
a  meeting  will  take  place,  when  I  hope  that  some  of 
our  members  will  kindly  c  )me  up  and  support  it,  as 
some  very  important  business  is  to  take  place. — G.  Taylok. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dniwich,  8.E. — We  had  a  big  attend- 
aEce  at  our  last  meeting,  when  the  following  were 
proposed  as  mpmbers :  Messrs.  Craven,  Day,  Sroxell, 
Gane,  Prior,  atd  Aner,  which  brings  our  strength  up  to 
fifty-eight.  Competition  June  17,  at  Pulborough,  bank 
only ;  one  rod  only.  Any  member  wishing  to  j  An  ua  who 
has  not  paid  his  sub.  will  be  eligible  if  he  pays  all  dues  by 
Saturday  night,  twelve  o'clock. — W.  E.  Xayler. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Booiety,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire -street,  Bethnal  Green. — A  new 
member  was  proposed  on  Wednesday,  and  three  more 
will  be  propcsed  next  week.  All  the  Central  Associa- 
tion tickets  are  to  hand.  No  signs  of  the  Anglers' 
AsBJoiation  tickets  yet.  Hope  to  have  a  full  room  on 
Monday,  June  18,  when  Mr.  E.  Brockett's  testimonial 
wfU  be  on  view.  Chairman,  B.  Williams  (Cambridge 
Heath  Brothers).  The  committee  have  voted  £6  10s. 
from  the  funds  for  the  annual  prizes. — G  Barrs. 

Original  Cltrkenwell  Pis  atonal  Society, 
Co;ch  and  Horses.  8t.  John's-gate,  Clerkenwell. — A 
special  meeticg  will  be  held  at  our  club-house  on 
Wednesday,  June  13,  for  very  important  business.  Will 
Bicretaries  please  note  our  new  address  ?  and  oblige — A.  H. 

Queen's  Pisca'iorials,  Qaeen's  Arms,  Chape! -street, 
Edgware-roid,  X.W. — The  meetirg  of  June  12  was  fully 
attended,  three  new  members  being  elected.  It  was  also 
resolved  that  a  special  meeting  be  called  for  Tuesday  next, 
June  19,  to  consider  an  outing.  Will  members  please 
attend  ? — Gko.  Kekne. 

Soyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Biteman-street,  Soho. — At  our  special  general  meeting, 
Mr.  Holdsr  in  the  chair,  our  rules  for  the  season  were 
confirmed.  We  have  also  added  to  our  prize  list  consider- 
ably. Members'  new  tickets  are  awaiting  them  as  soon  as 
they  come  for  them.  We  elected  two  honorary  and  one 
working  m  amber  last  meeting,  and  three  more  proposed 
for  next  week. — J.  Gibhons. 

St.  Albans  Angling  Saoietv,  Rising  Sun,  Prince'c- 
road,  Kennington-cross. — On  June  7  we  were  well  attended, 
and  got  through  a  lot  of  business.  Two  new  members 
were  nominated.  Mr.  T.  IJjott  and  Mr.  W.  Norse  will  be 
ballotted  for  next  week.  Our  first  outing  of  the  season 
will  take  place  on  June  21,  to  Woking,  for  four  prizes. 
Will  n: embers  please  to  attend  in  force  for  election  of 
officers  for  the  season  ?— J.  T.  Leighton. 

Spread  £»gle  Angling  Society.  The  Hope, 
Bird-street,  Kennington-road,  8.E.— On  Wednesday  la^t 
Mr.  J,  Barkeff  waa  made  a  working  member.  Members 


are  requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next  for  special 
business,  also  prize  outings,  &c.,  relating  to  rules. — G. 

Edwards. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road.  Clapham,  S.W. — There  was  a  record  attendance  in 
the  club-room  on  Tuesday  last,  and  much  important  busi- 
ness transacted.  The  secretary's  announcement  that  Sir 
Robert  Mowbray,  Bart.,  M.P.,  had  consented  to  become 
president  of  the  society,  who  had  sent  a  handsome 
donation  to  the  prize  fund,  is  very  gratifying.  The 
following  new  members  were  proposed :  Messrs.  Eyke, 
l'hillipsi,and  Percy  Shepherd.  There  are  now  twenty-four 
valuable  prizes  already  on  the  list.  Mr.  W.  Austin 
Clarke  has  kindly  consented  to  act  as  vice-president,  and 
has  generously  added  to  the  prize  list.  The  first  prize 
outing  will  take  place  at  Burnt  Mill  on  July  1.  Time  of 
train  to  be  arranged  next  Tuesday. — Tiios.  Lucas. 

Sund'al  Angling  slcolety,  Windsor  Castle,  King'a- 
street.  Hammersmith. — At  our  last  meeting  the  report 
from  committee,  re  rules  and  prize  list,  was  accepted  with 
slight  alteration.  Next  meeting  night  the  arrangements 
for  our  first  outing  on  July  1  will  be  made,  Mr.  King  has 
promised  a  silver  can  for  the  next  season  ;  same  condition 
as  last  season. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Twiokenhim  Pissatorial  Society,  Riilway  Hotel, 
Twickenham.— We  had  a  good  muster  at  our  general 
meetinpr  on  Monday  laet.  The  secretary  reported  having 
received  letters  from  several  gentleman  wishing  to  become 
members  in  the  forthcoming  season ;  alao  several  letters 
were  received  from  gentlemen  offering  prizes.  Mr.  Jack 
Spong  and  our  old  friend,  Mr.  Ogden  Smith,  were  amjngst 
the  donors  of  prizes.  A  barbel  competition  wis  arrange  d 
to  take  placj  in  July.  Meeting  next  Monday,  at  8.30 
p  m.,  when  I  hope  all  members  will  try  atd.  attend. — 
Geo.  Barrow. 

Walham  Grean  and  Ch  Isea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Pulham-road,  S.W.— At  our  special  general 
meeting,  on  Wednesday,  the  rules  were  revised,  and  will 
be  in  the  printer's  hands  shortly.  The  delegate  gave 
report  from  Central  Association.  Our  prize  list  for  the 
coming  season  waa  gone  through,  and  will  be  ready  for 
members  next  Wednesday,  when  we  have  some  very 
important  boainess  to  transact. — A.  Glass, 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  iNew 
North-road,  N.— Oursupcer  on  June  7  was  a  great  success. 
Our  treasurer  and  host,  Mr.  C.  Curd,  catered  for  us  iu  hia 
usual  admirable  stjle.  After  the  usual  toasts  the  cloth 
waa  cleared,  and  a  very  enjojable  concert  followed, 
supported  by  Messrs.  Musgrave,  Newton,  Stretch,  B. 
Dutton ;  alao  several  members  and  friends.  I  wish  to 
thank  all  those  who  supported  us  on  this  occasion.  Mr. 
Wright  has  been  made  a  member.  Will  those  members 
who  have  not  given  in  their  names  for  privilege  tickets 
kindly  do  so  at  once,  and  oblige— H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Goanh 
and  Horsep,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — I  hope  members  will 
not  forget  the  match  at  Hatfitld  Peverel ;  all  to  go  down 
by  the  last  train  on  the  Saturday  night,  which  leaves 
Stratford  at  12  9  p.m.  and  Forest  Gate  at  12.21  p.m. 
Members  who  have  not  got  their  tickets  may  meet  me  at 
tte  clubhouse  from  seven  to  nine  oa  Saturday  night.  The 
match  takes  place  on  June  17. — R.  Lowthek. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  at  the 
clubhouse  on  June  28.  Members  are  desired  to  pay  in 
their  donations  and  subscriptions  to  enable  our  auditors  to 
balance  the  books,  as  our  prize  list  ia  a  heavy  one.  Mem- 
bers can  hive  their  privilege  tickets  at  our  next  meeting. 
—J.  J.  Hunter. 


CLWYD  AND  ELWY  FISHERY  BOARD. 

A  SPECIAL  meeting  of  the  conservators  of  the  Clwjd 
and  Blwy  fishtry  district  was  held  on  June  8  at  St.  Asaph. 
Dr.  Bisterby,  who  presided,  said  that  the  board  sLoald 
impress  most  forciby  on  the  Royal  Commission  on  Salmon 
Fisheries  the  necessity  of  taking  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Bond  of  Trade  the  unlimited  powers  which  that  body 
at  present  possessed.  He  contended  that  the  resi- 
dents of  particular  localities  knew  better  than  the 
Board  of  Trade  what  bye  laws  were  most  suited  to 
their  requirements.  Mr.  R.  Jolly  (Bhjl)  stated 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  had  prevented  a  most 
useful  bye-law  being  put  into  force  at  Rhyl.  It  was  use- 
less to  make  bye-laws  for  general  use  when  the  cii'cum- 
stances  differed  so  much.  It  was  decided  that  the  clerk 
and  a  member  of  the  board  should  give  evidence  before  the 
Commission  urging  the  transference  of  the  powers  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  the  Conservators,  and  a'ao  to  obtain 
aome  different  arrangement  for  compelling  riparian 
owners  to  grant  permission  to  fishermen  to  fish  from  their 
land.  It  was  alao  decided  to  write  to  the  Ruthin 
Corporation,  complaining  of  the  discharge  of  sewage  into 
the  river. 

["  To  compel  landowners  to  grant  permission  to  fisher- 
men to  fish  from  their  land."  This  is  a  pretty  tall  order. 
—Ed.  F.G.] 


The  Royal  Aquarium  is  kept  remarkably  cool  even  in 
the  hottest  weather,  as  was  abundantly  evident  last  week 
during  the  exceptional  heat.  The  Show  is  as  attractive 
as  ever,  and,  with  the  extra  attraction  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Exhibition,  deserves  plenty  of  support.  Several 
alterations  and  additions  are  to  be  made  to  next  week's 
programme. 


FOREISN  Books  and  PbeiOdioals.— Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.  Fast 
train  consignments  from  their  Continental  agents  twice  a  w«ek 
Catalogue  gratis. 


THE  PLEASURES  OF  ANGLING. 

Wk  anglers  often  meet  people  who  affect  to  laugh  at  the 
sport,  but  we  care  as  little  about  such  carping  individaala 
as  we  do  about  the  gnats  which  hover  over  the  river  on 
summer  evenings— in  fact,  less,  for  the  gnats  can  sting, 
whereas  your  Cirper's  witticism  haa  often  no  point.  I  am 
not  going  to  give  a  history  of  the  antiquity  of  angling ; 
Eudioo  it  to  say  that  the  Patriarch  Job  refers  to  it  in  a 
negative  kind  of  way  when  he  told  some  greenhorn  that  he 
muBt  not  expect  to  catch  leviathan  with  a  hook.  Evidently 
.lob  was  an  angler,  and  it  is  from  him  we  get  that  stock  of 
patience  which  angler.s  are  all  euppoaed  to  pcaseas  in  an 
eminent  degree.  Patience  is  only  another  name  for 
perseverance.  Sir  William  Wallace  and  Lord  Nelson  can 
hardly  be  called  "  patient  "  men,  and  yet  they  were  both 
most  enthusiastic  anglers. 

There  is  a  good  story  told  about  Wallace,  lie  waa 
amusing  himself  one  day  by  fishing  for  trout,  when  some  of 
Lord  Percy's  aoldiera  came  along,  and  commanded  him  to 
give  up  his  fish.  He  offered  to  let  them  have  some,  but 
they  demanded  all,  and  one  of  them  drew  his  sword. 
Wallace  was  too  quick  for  him,  and  gave  him  such  a  blow 
on  the  cheek  as  nude  him  drop  his  sword,  which  Wallice 
seized,  and  slew  hia  assailant.  Four  others  then  get  on 
him ;  he  killed  two,  and  the  others  ran  away,  and  told 
Lord  Percy  how  grievously  they  had  been  treattd,  hoping 
he  would  avenge  them.  Percy  asked  how  miny  men  had 
attacked  them,  and  on  their  replying,  "  We  saw  but  one, 
who  has  discomfited  us  all,"  he  laughed,  and  told  them  it 
served  them  right  if  they  had  let  one  man  put  them  to 
confusion.  Nelson  was  to  fond  of  fly  fiahing  that  after 
losing  his  right  arm  he  practised  with  his  left.  It  ia 
indeed  wonderful  what  a  fascination  angling  haa  for  thoae 
who  have  once  become  attached  to  it ;  doubtless  one  catue 
of  this  ia  the  fact  that  the  angler  finds  the  ijarsuit  of  hia 
sport  leads  him  into  the  country  and  away  from  the  noise 
and  monotony  of  life  in  town.  The  finest  scenery  is 
nearly  always  to  be  found  in  the  vicinity  of  rivers  and 
likes  ;  and,  as  a  rule,  the  wilder  and  more  romantic  the 
country,  the  better  the  fishing. 

For  my  part,  I  know  no  more  jolly  way  of  spendicg  a 
holiday  than  going  with  some  angling  chum  to  fish  the 
Border  streams,  or  the  Welsh  rivers,  or  the  moor  streama 
of  Dartmoor  or  Bxmocr ;  or  the  lovely  Dove  and  Derwent 
in  the  rocky  "  Peak  "  diotrict,  or  to  any  other  part  of  our 
lovely  country  where  trout  or  graylicg  are  to  be  found. 
People  who  go  year  after  year  to  tie  Continent  in  search 
of  '■  the  beautiful  in  Nature,"  as  a  rule  know  little  of  the 
beauty  to  be  found  in  their  own  country  ;  atd  for  my  part 
I  infinitely  prefer  catching  English  trout  in  an  English 
county,  and  living  at  a  clean  English  country  inn,  to  going 
amongst  strangers.  For  real  hard  work,  with  plenty  cf 
excitement,  1  know  nothing  to  equal  a  day's  fly  fishing  for 
trout  in  some  rapid,  rocky  stream  ;  you  have  perhaps  to 
get  through  some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  of  walking  in  the 
day,  several  miles  of  it  being  over  the  rough  bottom  of  the 
river,  over  boulders  and  rocks,  with  a  strong  stream  rush- 
ing againat  your  legs  as  you  wade  along,  casting  your  fly 
over  all  the  likely  spots. 

The  scenery  varies  with  every  bend  of  the  river.  And 
what  an  appetite  this  work  ^ives  one  when  lutch  time 
comes,  and  you  and  your  friend  select  some  shady  spot, 
and  rest  and  refresh  the  inner  man.  Ihen,  in  the  evening, 
those  chats  over  the  day's  adventures  ;  that  compiring  of 
notfs  as  to  flies  ;  the  history  of  how  that  monster  smashed 
you  ;  and  the  soothing  pipe  in  the  cosy  sitting-room  of 
your  inn — these  thirgs,  as  quaint  old  Izaak  Walton  saya, 
"  are  too  good  for  any  but  anglers  ajid  honest  men." 

But  though  of  all  fishing  I  like  fly  fishing  best,  when 
that  is  not  to  be  had  I  can  thoroughly  enjoy  the  next  best 
kind  of  fishing  obtainable. 

One  of  the  beauties  of  angling  is  its  extreme  uncettainty. 
If  you  could  always  catch  a  good  basket  of  fish,  you  would 
soon  get  tired  of  it.  The  grand  secret  of  success  is  to  fish 
with  fine  tackle  and  to  keep  out  of  sight  of  the  fish.— 
R.  B.  Mar&ton,  in  F.G.  of  March,  1883. 


"  Once  more  into  the  breach,  dear  f-er-iends,  once 
more."  "  Now  is  the  winter  of  our  discontent,"  &c.  In 
the  Fishing  Oazette  of  June  2  a  map  appsared  showing 
the  new  stations  to  which  railway  privileges  are  granted 
on  the  Great  Eastern  Railway ;  also  a  list  of  other  rail- 
ways, giving  fares,  conditions,  &o.  To-day  (June  16)  all 
coarae  fish  anglers  are  eager  and  ready  for  the  fray. 
Taken  all  round,  the  weather  and  water  are  favourable; 
but,  of  course,  as  is  to  be  expected,  the  rivers  will  be 
somewhat  clear.  But  even  though  they  were  not,  the 
most  effective  mode  of  capture  is  to  "  fish  fine  and  far 
off."  It  is  all  very  well  to  fish  fine,"  but  what  can  be 
said  of  the  following:  "Mr.  King,  a  Matlock  Bath 
angler,  while  fishing  from  the  balcony  of  his  house,  which 
overlooks  the  River  Derwent,  caught  a  trout  weighing  3!b. 
The  "  far  off  "  dees  not  apply  in  this  instance.  I  should 
be  very  pleased  to  have  such  an  opportunity  of  catching 
fish  "  near  home." 


In  the  Acton  Piscatorials  Club  report  of  June  2  an 
account  was  given  of  their  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes. 
Amongst  the  prizes  waa  a  "  special,"  given  for  "largest 
salmon  taken  in  the  Thames."  Needless  to  say  the  coffee 
pot  was  not  won,  but  as  the  donor  offered  to  renew  the 
offer  for  coming  season  the  members  have  accepted  it. 
Why  not  ask  the  donor  to  offer  the  coffee  pot  for  the 
largest  megatherium  taken  from  Dagenham  Gulf  ?  Just 
about  as  much  chance.  In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  9 
Mr.  W.  Falkner  asks  readers  to  give  him  a  "  tip  "  aa  to 
where  to  catch  saltnon  in  the  Thames.   The  matter  isthoa 
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explained:  prize,  a  coffee  pot,  offered,  but  not  ^jet  won. 
I  may  just  give  one  word  of  caution  to  the  "  Actons  "  :  do 
not  take  ealmon  from  the  Thames  in  the  clcse  time. 


By  the  way,  Mr.  Thos.  Falkner,  in  his  "  Historical  and 
Topographical  Description  of  Chelsea  and  its  Environs," 
published  1829,  says:  ''Salmon  fishing  on  the  Thames 
begins  on  the  25th  of  March  above  London  Bridge,  and 
ends  the  4th  of  September.  They  (the  salmon)  bear  a 
most  extravagant  price  in  the  London  markets,  having 
been  sold  at  128.  a  pound  ;  8?.  and  half  a  guinea  a  pound 
is  frequently  given  for  the  whole  fish  together,  and  the 
average  price  is  Ss. ,  although  the  ijuality  is  probably 
(quailed  in  other  rivers,  acd  there  is  so  little  other 
excellence  in  the  fish  beyond  their  being  caught  so  near 
the  metropolis,  and  not  losing  their  flavour  by  long 
carriase  before  they  are  brought  to  table.  To  be  eaten  in 
perfection,  salmon  cmnot  be  too  fresh." 

 >»»♦<  

"  NoTwiTiTSTANDiNG  the  great  heat  last  Monday  and 
Tuesday  the  Red  Spinners  had  not  up  to  the  middle  of  the 
week  (writei  '  W.  F.')  got  their  red  wings.  These 
inescts  '  spin '  (fly)  off  uncut  grass  sometimes  over  small 
houses,  now  and  then  blunder  against  pailings  or  into  an 
evergreen,  rest  and  again  glory  in  the  sunshine.  Men  are 
proud  of  their  tunnelling  and  excavating.  There  is  a  fly 
of  the  wasp  kii  d,  darker  and  about  two-thirds  the  size  of 
the  common  male  wasp,  that  bores  a  hole  in  the  common 
•  stock  '  bricks,  and  returns  and  drops  what  it  has  bored, 
and  then  re-enters  the  hole,  and  so  on  until  it  has  excavated 
sufficient  for  it  to  enter  and  make  the  tunnel  its  temporary 
home,  and  deposit  its  egg  or  eggs.  In  July  and  a  portion 
of  August  the  bumble  tiibe  repair  to  the  foliage  of  the 
tiltstone  or  the  lilacs,  nip  off  a  portion  of  a  leaf,  as  cleanly 
cut  as  with,  and  the  shape  of,  a  lancet.  I  have  watched 
big  and  smaller  bumbles  repair  with  their  plunder  each  to 
a  hole  bored  in  good  mortar,  ard  some  even  to  beneath 
slates  and  between  the  first  row  of  bricks.  The  bits  of 
tender  greenery  are  doubtless  used  to  inclore  the  egg  aid 
for  the  elowly-deve'.of ing  Bumble,  jun.,  to  live  upon  until 
it  commences  business  on  its  own  account.  Wonderful 
workers  these  winged  borers  and  cutters." 


Co.  WiCKLOW,  pays  Madame,  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
most  famous  counties  in  Ireland  for  its  small  stream 
fishing,  also  lake  fishing.  Of  these  latter  a  couple  of  those 
most  patronised  are  Lough  Dan  and  Lough  Bray.  Lough 
Bray  consists  of  two  nice  lakes,  the  upper  and  lower 
respectively,  the  lower  lake  being  perhaps  the  more 
favoured ;  but  in  either  case,  although  there  are  many 
tiles  to  the  contrary,  one  is  not  apt  to  land  fish  larger  than 
the  average  herring.  A  great  many  smaller  trout,  too, 
take  our  fly,  mere  babies  in  size,  which  I  trust  any  sports- 
man or  sportswoman  deserving  of  the  name  would  return 
to  their  watery  home  with  all  care.  Lough  Bray  is  within 
a  drive  or  "  bike  "  from  Dublin,  but  perhaps  the  easiest 
way  of  reaching  it,  or  Lough  Dan,  would  be  from  Bray 
Station.  Lough  Bray  is  preserved,  but  permission  can 
easily  be  obtained.  Upon  Lough  Dan,  however,  no 
restriction  is  enforced,  and  consequently  one  may  be 
pr(  pared  to  meet  fellow  arglers  at  the  present  season  in 
plenty.  There  is  also  at  Lough  Dan  a  sweetly  picturesque 
little  cottage,  where,  if  one  gives  ample  notice,  you  can 
obtain  a  simple,  but  comfortable  and  clean  "put  up," 
which  enables  one  to  enjoy  the  delights  of  Lough  Dan,  its 
Bport,  and  scenery  at  one's  leisure. 


Mb.  William  Howlett,  of  Newmarket,  sends  the 
following  account  of  the  capture  of  a  171b.  pike  on 
June  11  in  the  river  Lark.  At  first  eight  it  would  appear 
very  much  like  peaching,  as  the  "  pretty  stream"  (and  it 
in  pretty)  is  strictly  preserved,  and  watched,  and  re- 
stocked by  the  energetic  executive.  It  appears  that  this 
beauty  was  entangled  in  some  gear  acd  killed  by  an 
<  nginc.  It  was  landed  at  the  "  Gravel,"  and  weighed  by 
Mr.  K.  J.  Bacon,  who  gives  lergth  as  40Jin.,  and  girth 
17iin.  )  ,t,  c 

So.MK  time  ago,  while  a  notorious  Hawick  poacher  was 
returning  home  by  rail  from  Melrose  after  a  fishing  excur- 
sion on  the  Tweed,  some  feathers  were  observed  pro- 
truding from  his  pocket.  A  gimle*^-eyed  inspector  having 
noticed  this  suspicions  circumstance,  immediately  tumbled 
to  the  c^jnclusion  that  a  quantity  of  game  was  concealed 
about  the  person  of  our  hero.  Two  astute  watchers  were 
soon  on  the  innocent  angler's  track,  and,  seating  them- 
selves bohiiid  him,  one  of  them  seized  the  poor,  unsuspect- 
ing disciple  of  I/,!iak  Walton  by  what  is  vulgarly  but  pithily 
called  the  "  scruff  of  the  neck."  while  the  other  pulled  the 
supposed  partridge  out  of  nis  pocket.  The  "  game " 
turned  out  to  be  the  wing  of  a  landrail,  which  a  crony  had 
presented  to  him  for  the  purpose  cf  fly  dressing.  Hawick 
"  calLants  "  have  a  keen  appreciation  of  a  joke,  and  thote 
who  witnessed  the  discomfiture  of  the  cver-zsalons 
watcherB  enjoyed  the  fun  in  the  most  uproarious 
fashion. 


The  hoD.  fecretaries  of  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 
A. A.  (Meiers.  Dowaett  and  8cott)  anntunce  that  their 
first  outing  of  the  siuson  will  Ic  to  Newenden.  Train 
leaves  Uastirgs  Station  at  0  50  a  m.  Waggonettes  will  be 
waiting  at  Bye  to  take  members  to  Scott'i  Float,  where 
the  steim  launch  will  be  in  read  ness  to  convey  tbe  party 
to  .Newenden.  Kirly  application  should  be  made  for 
tickets  in  order  that  accommodation  maybe  found  by  road, 
rail,  ard  river. 

TiiK  Lark  AnRling  Preservation  8rc!ety  has  just  issned 
it*  new  card  of  memberHhip  for  the  season  I!i(K)-l!H)I, 
The  Marquis  of  Briktol  is  the  president ;  the  chairman  is 


Mr.  Ogden  Read ;  v;c?,  Mr,  D.  Randall ;  and  general 
secretary  and  superintendent,  Mr.  William  Howlett. 
There  are  branch  secretaries  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds, 
Mildenhall,  and  Newmarket.  Two  water  bailiffs  do  their 
level  best  to  prevent  poaching  and  promote  sport.  Trout 
fishing  on  this  beautiful  stream  ends  on  Sept.  30.  Several 
facilities  are  offered  by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  to 
members  of  this  society,  full  particulars  of  which  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  Mr.  W.  Howlett,  High-street, 
Newmarket. 

•  >»♦■♦<  

Me.  David  Pithoi  se,  of  the  North  Star,  wishes  to 
announce  to  all  anglers  that  the  free  fishing  competition 
will  take  place  on  July  22  in  the  Langley  and  Tank  pounds. 
All  competitors  to  arrive  by  the  first  or  subsequent  trains 
on  the  mornirg,  give  their  names  at  the  Ncrth  Star,  start 
fishing  at  signal  from  the  canal  bridge.  Prizes  similar  to 
last  year.    Gross  weight ;  one  rod  only. 


It  may  interest  those  who  fish  Mr.  Locke  King's  water 
at  Weybridge  to  know  that  new  rules  have  been  formu- 
lated for  the  season  1900-1901.  No  day  nor  monthly 
tickets  will  be  granted.  Season  tickets  alone  will  be 
procurable,  and  these  at  a  cost  of  5s.,  as  against  3s.  (>d. 
last  year.  A  great  improvement  has  been  made  in  regard 
to  sizeable  fish.  No  fish  will  be  allowed  to  be  taken  away 
under  the  Thames  standard,  nor  will  gorge  fishing  for  pike 
be  permissible.  Visitors  must  not  accompany  anglers. 
The  regulations  as  to  small  fith  and  gorge  fishing  are 
much-needed  improvements  and  will  commend  themselves 
to  every  true  sportsman. 

 >»»•♦<  

The  casting  tournament  which  had  been  arranged  for 
June  30  at  Kelvedon  by  the  Giesham  Anglers  has  been 
postponed.  On  Tuesday,  June  19,  Dr.  Ladell  will  read  a 
paper  entitled  "  Gleanings." 

 >  »  »  «  <  

Mr  W.  H.  Elsmore,  vice-president  of  the  Central 
Afsociation,  writes  :  "  The  Yare  and  Bure  will  ba  in  good 
order  for  next  week  as  the  tides  keep  the  water  from 
stagnating.  The  Upper  Yare  is  bright  and  weedy.  Tha 
Little  Ouse,  about  Brandon,  is  full  of  weeds,  and  does  not 
look  at  all  fishable.  The  Cam  i3  weedy,  and  has  a  good 
deal  of  brown  scum  floating  on  the  surface,  but  the  Stort 
is  much  the  worst  in  that  respect,  and  there  is  next  to  no 
stream  in  it.  Still,  the  knowing  ones  may  find  a  few 
swims  and  do  a  little  business  by  trying  early  and  late." 


"Thames  Angling  News"  for  June  is  just  to  hand. 
It  contains  the  usual  number  of  gossipy  paragraphs  from 
the  river,  gleanings  from  Izaak  Walton  by  the  editor,  and 
an  account  of  the  work  of  the  T.R.A.  Writing  upon 
re-stocking  the  Thames  with  trout,  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett 
refers  to  Mr.  Gomm  putting  in  COCO  trout  fry  at  Staines, 
and  fays:  "  Mr.  Buriow,  I  believe,  was  the  promoter  of 
the  Lower  Thames  Trout  Propagation  Society,  which 
he  endeavoured  to  make  a  success  a  few  years  ago. 
Several  persons  supported  him,  but  cutiously  enough  they 
were  mostly  persoi  al  acquaintances  of  Mr.  Burrow,  who 
recognised  the  good  wcrk  it  was  intended  to  do.  But  the 
majority  of  anglers  remained  inactive,  probably  because 
they  did  not  fish  for  trout,  and  therefore  did  not  feel 
disposed  to  Eubrcribe  towards  putting  trout  in  the  river. 
The  Thames  Re-stockicg  Association  has  placed  many 
trout  in  the  river,  but  of  ocutse  the  income  or  the  assccia- 
ticn  has  not  been  sufficient  to  do  much  on  a  large  scale. 


"Ik  every  Thames  angler  would  only  subscribe  to  the 
TiR.A.  Is.  each  per  year,  this  would  form  a  very  good 
sum  with  which  to  put  plenty  of  trout  and  coarse  fish  into 
the  Thames.  But  what  are  the  facts?  There  are  at 
present  about  150  subscribers  to  the  T.R.A. ,  and  were  it 
not  for  the  fact  that  several  of  these  subscribers  had  given 
donations  of  a  large  amount  than  tha  prescribed  Is.  fcr 
membership,  it  would  have  been  almost  impossible  for  the 
association  to  have  done  any  restocking  work.  Yet  every- 
one is  definitely  convinced  that  restocking  is  necessary. 
Here  is  an  association  ready  to  do  the  work.  The  only 
thing  required  is  small  subscriptions  from  numerous 
anglers.  I  know  several  Thames  anglers  who  consider 
themselves  uportsmen  because  they  fish  regularly  all  the 
year  round,  but  if  they  are  asked  to  subEorite  to  any  of 
the  restocking  associations,  although  they  have  plenty  of 
means,  they  immediately  shirk  their  share  of  contributing 
towards  the  sport  they  enjoy.  Surely  these  persons  can- 
not be  called  sportsnaen. 


"  1  AM  glad  to  see  that  since  the  T.R.A.  was  formed 
the  London  Anglers'  Association  and  the  Central  Asso- 
riation  have  started  re  stocking  funds.  This  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction.  But  anglers  will  understand  that 
theeo  two  associations  have  other  rivers  to  re-stock  beyond 
the  Thames.  The  Anglers'  Association,  however,  does 
render  help  by  voting  donations  annually  to  the  extent  of 
£20  to  £30,  to  be  distributed  amonget  the  various  Thames 
and  re-stocking  associations.  But  surely  it  is  time  that 
something  further  was  done  to  help  re-stoohing  asso- 
ciations to  place  fish  in  the  river  near  at  homo,  so  that 
anglers  are  not  put  to  the  expense  of  travelling  so  far  to 
obtain  decent  sjiort." 


Mb.  RoLi'ii,  writing  from  Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  says  ; 
"  Tbe  river  here  now  is  in  splendid  cocdttion,  and  some 
of  the  inhabitants  have  been  having  very  good  sport  We 
have  just  had  the  weeds  cut,  so  that  the  river  is  very 
pleasant  both  for  boating  and  fishing,  and_ there  is  every 
prospect  of  good  sport,  livery  accommodation  can  be  had 
at  the  Ham  llotel." 


On  Wednesday  evening  last,  June  13,  the  B.S.A.S, 
held  their  first  meeting  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati, 
Host  John  Cooksey  was  unanimously  voted  to  the  chair. 
There  was  a  good  attendance,  and  it  goes  without  eaying 
that  the  proceedings  were  kept  very  lively  under  Mr. 
Cooksey's  hammer.  At  the  Frascati  the  room  devoted  to 
the  society  will  be  the  Masonic  Room.  My  friend  the 
chairman  gave  a  pretty  and  pleasant  account  of  his  trip 
from  Tilbury  to  Southampton  with  Dr.  Bateman,  and  the 
B.S.A.S.  were  to  a  man  sorry  and  disappointed  they  were 
not  there.  I  still  think  that  Butcher  is  a  "  Daisey." 
)  »  >  »  < 

Mr.  "  C."  writes  :  "  Dear  '  Dragnet,'— A  club  has  been 
formed  as  a  rival  of  the  Old  Dulwich  Waltonians,  and 
which  is  to  te  called  the  New  Dulwich  Waltonians,  to  be 
held  at  the  Lord  Palmerston,  Lordship-lane,  East  Diilwich, 
proprietor,  G.  Smith.  At  a  meeting  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  at  which  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  attended, 
about  twenty  were  elected  members.  This  seems  to  be  a 
very  promising  start,  and  any  gentleman  wishing  to  become 
a  member  can  obtain  fall  particulars  of  Mr.  G.  Smith,  at 
the  above  house.  Two  members  will  attend  delegate 
meeting  on  July  2  to  pi  t  the  rules  before  the  committee, 
and  to  be  enrolled  on  tue  Central  Association." 

 >♦♦♦<  

The  cry  is  "  Still  they  come  .'"  At  the  Greyhound 
Hotel,  Croydon,  on  Monday  evening  last  a  number  of 
gentlemen  met,  and  decided  to  form  a  club  to  be  known  as 
the  "Croydon  Angling  Club."  The  hon.  sec.  (pro.  tein.) 
is  Mr.  George  Dix,  Glen  Aird,  Albert-road,  Eaet  Croydon, 
from  whom  all  information  can  be  obtained. 


Mr.  Borsill  has  been  fishbg  at  Deal,  and  captured 
a  splendid  plaice,  27in.  long  and  l.'jin.  wide  -,  but — it 
was  a  paper  one,  which  had  been  surreptitiously  placed 
upon  his  hook  while  he  was  "  absent-mindedly  "  enjoying 
his  pipe  upon  the  upper  deck  of  the  pier. 


OcB  Ramsgate  correspondent  announces  the  capture  of 
a  flounder  "  brown  on  both  sides  alike."  Very  good  of 
the  flounder— I  always  prefer  fioundera  "  brownsd  " 
both  sides. 


On  Monday  and  Tuesday  last  the  thermometer  "  stood  " 
at  88  degrees  in  the  shade.  Owing  to  the  4-sight  and 
4-thonght  of  the  Royal  Humane  Society's  attendants  a 
party  of  school  children  who  were  "out"  for  a  blow  on 
Hampstead  Heath  were  prevented  from  venturing  on  the 
ponds,  as  the  ice  was  not  thick  enough  to  bear  them. 


On  Monday  evening  next  (.Tnae  18)  a  special  general 
meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Association  will  be  held  at 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  E.C.,  after  which  the 
usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  wil  be  held. 

>  »  >  *  <    ■  ■ 

In  the  "National"  competition  at  Loch  Leven  on 
Wednesday,  June  13,  the  first  prize  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  Fifeshire  Club,  with  eleven  trout  (81b.  2oz.)  the 
second  ly  Mr.  David  Slater,  of  the  Newark  Piscatorials, 
with  thirteen  trout  (71b.  13oz  ).  [Bravo,  David!]  The 
third  by  Mr.  Lewis  Spence,  Edinburgh  Amateurs,  with 
eleven  trout  (71b.  7cz.);  fourth,  Mr.  Craig,  Uddingston 
Waltonians,  thirteen  trout  (61b.  9oz. ) ;  fifth,  Mr.  Pringle, 
Kelso,  nine  trout  (51b.  12oz.) ;  sixth,  "  Gillies  Committee," 
seven  trout  (61b.  Soz.).    Heaviest  trout,  Craig,  lib.  6oz. 


Me.  Fred.  C.  H.  SEypANG,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Witham 
A.S.,  speaks  with  great  confidence  of  success  in  the  coming 
season.  A  large  quantity  of  chub  have  been  ordered  from 
the  Wyresdale  Fishery,  acd  wilt  be  turned  in  in  the 
autumn.  Anglers  must  wait  a  week  or  so  before  they  can 
get  near  the  water,  as  the  meadows  are  "down"  for  hay. 
Cutting  has  already  commenced.  Boats  and  baits  may  be 
had  on  application  to  Mr.  A.  Clarke,  The  Jolly  Sailor 
Heybridge  Basin,  Maldon,  Essex.  He  knows  the  water 
well ;  works  hard  for  strangers  ;  and  is  very  moderate  in 
his  charges.  Some  nice  catches  of  whiting  pout  are  being 
made  in  the  tidal  waters  below  Maldon.  _  Witham,  on  the 
Blackwater,  is  thirty-nine  miles  from  Liverpool-street,  on 
the  G  E.R. ;  return  fare  (pri v.  ticket),  Ss.  SJd. 

 >♦♦■»<  

An  old  fisherman  says  that  "  love  often  betrays  itself  by 
tremulous  tones,  as  the  quivering  of  the  float  announces 
the  bite  of  the  fish  !  " 

 >  »  t  »  <  

"  There's  hair  !  "  For  many  years  I  have  fished  with 
hair,  and  for  many  years  Mr.  J.  T.  Pickersgill,  of  44, 
Market-place,  Keighley,  has  supplied  me— and  others— 
with  "  some  of  the  best."  The  white  is  27  inches  in  length, 
and,  although  very  fine,  is  very  strong.  When  I  say 
strong,  1  do  not  mean  that  I  could  "  kill  "  a  4!b.  bream  on 
one  of  these  delicate  lines,  but  after  many  years  of  practice 
some  good  roach  and  dace  may  learn  to  their  cost  that 
they  should  have  "looted  before  they  leaped."  Fish- 
ing in  clear  water  with  the  roach  pole— tight  line- 
great  care  is  necessary.  It  is  a  case  of  give  and_  take, 
llair  is  very  elastic,  and  will  flire.  It  is  almost  imper- 
ceptible in  the  w  ater,  and  often  accounts  for  a  good  take. 
I  nas  fishing  with  that  itell-known  angler,  Mr.  Bainbridge, 
at  Bures,  some  time  since,  and  (although  ho  did  not  know 
it)  was  using  a  hair  lice,  and  got  sinaihed  up  by  a  big 
bream.  The  only  thing  to  be  done  is  to  put  on  another 
line,  and  try  again.  Of  course,  gut  is  stronger  than  hair, 
and  is  less  liable  to  disaster,  especially  in  waters  that  hold 
all  sorts  ard  vaiiuties  of  fish.  Those  who  have  never  u^ed 
this  delicate  tackle  should  try  it,  and  when  thev  see  a  line 
made  by  Pickeregill  they  will  ejaculate  "  There  a  hair  !" 

Dragnrt. 
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28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  My  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High'Class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  RodSm 

NO   CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER   PERSON    ASSUMING   THE    SAME  NAME. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAVID  SLATER 

Newark-on-Trent. 

BUILT  CANE  SALHON  mi 
TROUT  RODS, 

With  and  without  St^el  .  Centres  ;  one 
quality  only,  "  the  best";  equal  to  any 
Hiake  in  the  world.  These  rods  are 
entirely  manufactured  on  our  own 
premises  by  the  most  skilled  workmen, 
and  we  will  guarantee  these  rods  for  five 
years. 


THE  LADY'S  ROD. 

Built  Cane,  two  joints,  9ft.  long,  Universal 
winch  fittings,  spiral  lock  joints,  tteel 
gnake  rings,  cedar  handle  and  partition 
case.    Price  £2  2s. 


Tlie  Best  all-round  Eod  for  bottom  fishing 
for  Eoach,  Bream,  and  Barbel  is  the 

NEWARK  PERFECTION, 

East  Tud'a  cane  butt  and  middle,  two 
greenlieart  tops,  balanced  handle,  Uni- 
Tersal  winch  fittings,  and  partition  ca^e. 
Price— 10,  11,  or  12  feet, 

21?. 

With  cork  handle,  258. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 


HAVE  YOU  TRIED 

NATURAL  BAIT  ? 

25  YEAES'  test  has  proved  it  to  be 
THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  for  aU  fish 
•taking  a  paste  bait.  Two  colours,  White 
and  Pink,  sticks  well  on  the  hook. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALEES,  in  Packets, 
Sd.,  6d.,  and  Is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage 
extra)  of  the  Maker  —  WM.  KING, 
Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich  (late  157, 
Commercial-road,  London,  E.). 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books, 
'  23.  6d.  In  stamps  for  a  copy  post  free  every 
:  for  Smooths  of  "The  Pcbushees'  Oia- 

C,,.A8  A.-JD  BOOXBELLEBS'   EECOBD,"  St.  Dun- 

•  tan's  Hoaee,  Fetter  Lane.  London. 


ANGLERS!    ANGLERS  1 1 

THOMAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  FishiDg  Tackle  Maker, 

CEOWN  STEEET,  COCKBEMOUTH. 
Is  NOW  Showins  a  Spibndid 

SELECTION  of  NEW  FISHING  REQUISITES. 

Lake  and  Trout  Beds  all  prices.  Well  balanced 
Groenheart  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Bods,  with 
Cork  Handles,  from  30s.  to  60s.  each.  Salmon 
and  Trout  Gut  of  the  best  quality.  Finest 
undrawn  Gut,  21|in.,  7s.  6d.  per  hank,  cannot  be 
equalled.  Ef  els  in  every  variety.  Lines  in  cotton, 
flax,  and  silk.  Flies  to  suit  all  waters,  on  gut  or 
eyed  hooks. 

Agent  for  S.  Allcock  and  Co.'s  Celebrated  Fish- 
ing Tackle.  Sola  agent  in  North  of  England  and 
South  Scotland  for  Manchester  Cotton  Twine 
Spinning  Company's  Waterproof  Lines,  &e. 

Illustrated  Citalogue  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  information  for  the  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


A  CHARMING  eiFT  BOOK. 

6a.  Bet,  cUret  roan,  gilt,  Ilhutrated. 

London  in  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  B.  0.  OoeK  and  E.  T.  OOOK,  M.A. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

'sir  Henry  Pomonby  it  commanded 
^  by  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
*  for  a  copy  of  his  Handbook. 
L  "Nothing  better  couJd  be  wished 
'toT."— British  Weekly.  "Farsnpenor 
ordinary  gmies."— London  Daily  Chronicle. 


"A  BRILLIANT  B00K."-27te  Km«s. 

Every  Visitor  to  London  should  nae 

I  OMnOM  SECOND  EDITION 
L  V-l  IN  U  U  IN       BNLABGBD,  5b. 

and   I't^coSa*  24  Maps  &  Plans. 

ENVIRONS.  60  Illustrations. 
Most  emphatically  tops  thom  all." — DailyOraph 

Llaneollen— Dablinqton  ft  Co. 
London— SiMPKis,  Marshall  ft  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Railway  Bookstall  and  all  Booksellen. 


Visitors  to  Bonmemouth,  Brighton,  Eastbourne 
Hastings,  Bath,  Wells,  Western-super-MareiMal 
vem,  Worcester,  Gloucester.  Llandrindod  Wells' 
Ehyl,  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Bay,  Bettwsycoed,  Llan- 

Sollen,  Bala,  Dolgelly,  Barmouth,  Aberystwyth, 
riccieth,  Pwllheli,  Wye  Valley,  Severn  Valley. 
Channel  Islands,  and  Isle  of  Wight,  should  nee 
Darlington's  Handbooks,  Is.  each.  List  Post  Free. 
Darlington  ft  Co..  Llangollen. 

London:  SIMPKIN,  MABSHALL  &  CO.,  Ltd 

PHOTOOBAPHS.— Beautiful  Photographs 

of  Scenery,  Buins,  ftc,  in  Italy,  Greece.  Turkey 
Palestine,  and  Egypt;  also  North  Wales,  Is..  IB.  6d. 
and  2b.  Complete  List  Post  Free. 

DARLINGTON  ft  CO..  LLANGOLLEN. 


GISHTJESTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London 


UJ  z  ^ 

s|i 

\    DC  CaglE 

Prom  S.  R.  ENGLISH, 
Postern  Chambers, 

NOTTINGHAM, 

1/6  &  2/6  Each.  Post  Free. 

Fireproof,  2d.  Kztra. 
"it  recommends  itself." 

v<=>  s 

1  ]  ^  0 

 =  ■  IMPROVED  PATENT. 

SOLD  ON  CONDITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWL . 

ANDERSONS'  LI° 

Gold  Medal  and  Special  Prize 

FISHING  BROGUES. 


No.  1.  Tli.j    SANDEMAN  ' 

BROOUZ:,  iiiiidi;  of  tilt-  very 
Best  Quality  Leather  procurable, 
anil  Super  Stout  Canvas,  recom- 
mended for  the  Hardest  Wear. 

The  most  practical  Brogue  cv<rr 
introduced;  quite  a  new  cut,  design,  and  faHtening, 
so  that  they  are  very  easily  and  quickly  put  on  or 
oft,  have  Sandproof  tongues  and  r'^tent  fastenings, 
instead  of  usual  strapping,  which  so  often  comes 
to  grief  with  the  water. 

^  ^-  FRASER  SANDEMAN,  ESQ., 

^-.^.^  writes : 

"They  are  the  best  I  ever  had,  and  the 
Metal  Fastenings  are  a  great  improve- 
ment, while  the  tongue  being  sevrn  all 
round  is  a  decided  adTantage." 


X.>.  2  T.    The  -  TILT"  BROGUE,  same  quality 
!•  lIh^r      \o.  1  Brogue,  only  lighter,  and  Super  Medium 
<',^Il^.ls.    Suitable  for  Hard  Wear. 

No.  3   S.     The   •■  SEVERN  " 

BROGUE,  Good  Sound  Leather,  and 
Stout  Brown  Canvas  to  strap.  Suit- 
a'olo  for  Medium  Work. 


No.  4.  The -NEVERSLIP" 

BROGUE.  This  is  a  light  Shoe 
Brogue  with  Felt  Soles  and 
Hobbed  Heels,  recommended 
(not  for  hard  wear)  to  give  a 
sure  foothold  ou  slippery  rocks  and  boulders. 


ANDERSONS'  L?i? 

The  Anglers'  Waterproofers, 

37,  Queen  Victoria  St., 

LONDON,  E.G. 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

PeesidbnT:  Sir  EDWAUD  BIBKBEOK,  Bait. 

REDUCED  PARES 
S.  E.  and  I..  C.  &  D.  RAILWAYS 

ist  OCTOBER  to  3i8t  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 

BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Eestaurant  Frascati,  Oxford-street, 
London. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Charles 
3.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion  House-cham- 
!i6T3,  11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.G. 


The  Lightest  Bods  in  use.   Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz. 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d  ,  Cask  oialy. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch    Qttings,  lancewood 
top,  bag ;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle.  Is.  extra. 
"  Constant  use  for"  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.   Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it." — Marston,  Fishing  G.^iKiiE. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  EOD,  3- joint, 
balance  nandle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings, 
brazed  ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  12o2. 
Price,  10ft.,  4a.  9i  ;  lOJft ,  .53.  4d.  ;  lift.,  5s.  lOd. ; 
carriage,  4d. 

Finest  Undrawn  Gut,  first  quality,  20in.,  Ss.  6d. 
per  100;  finest  ever  seen  Drawn  Gut,  15in.,  first 
quality,  3s.  9d. ;  yard  Gut  Casts,  lOd.  per  dozen. 


BOO  T  BI, 

Fishing  Rod  Maker  and  Gut  MercliaEt, 


F.  W.  DALE. 

i     Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

I  STAFFORD  ST., 


THE  "  r>ALE "    FJL.Y  ROD 

Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  Dry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittings,  and  finish  is 

best  value  made. 

Greenheart,  1  guinea ;  Built-cane,  4  guineas. 

All  lengths  from  9jft.  to  lift. 

FLIES  FOR  FLOATING,  WET  WORK,  YORKSHIRE,  WALES,  AND  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY, 

Is.  6d.  per  dc?en. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Despite  the  counter  attractions  of  the  May  Fly  fishing, 
the  fly  being  still  up  in  many  districts,  thera  was  a  capital 
meetirg  on  Monday,  Mr.  C.  H.  By  waters  presidintf. 
Messrs.  E.  Clay,  R  Bradford,  J.  N.  Ziehnsdorf._  arid  the 
chairman,  who.  with  Messrs.  Preston-Gardiner,  H. 
Harden,  E.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  and  Major  Grahim  Gordon, 
had  been  to  Ireland  for  the  May  Fly  dapping,  gave  a  most 
interestine  account  of  their  exoeriencss  on  the  lough  they 
fisbed.  The  party  between  them  had  in  all  seventy-four 
trout,  averaging  21b.  2oz,  eae'].  The  largest  fish  fell  to 
the  rod  of  Mr.  E.  Clay,  and  weighed  51b.  8c  z.  The 
visitors  to  the  "  diatresstul "  country  had  a  mcstenjoyable 
time  of  it,  although  the  dapping,  owing  to  bad  rise  of  fly, 
was  hardly  so  succf>88ful  aa  could  have  been  wished. 
Eeports  of  the  May  Fly  seison  on  the  Kennet  were  not 
pre-eminently  sitisFactory.  Several  small  fish  had  been 
taken,  but  none  of  the  leviathans  the  river  is  known  to 
hold.  Messrs.  W.  G.  Fletcher,  G,  Smith,  E.  0.  Blundell, 
and  Dr.  Head  all  had  fish  of  between  21b.  and  -Sib.,  but  the 
high  winds  which  had  prevailed  had  spoiled  sport  to  a 
certain  extent.  Mr.  A.  E.  Matthews  had  a  brace  and  a 
half  of  trout  cn  the  Lea;  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans,  who  had 
been  on  a  sort  of  trial  trip  to  Lech  Leven,  took  in  two 
days  thirty  fish  of  good  average  size.  At  the  close  of  the 
meeting  Mr.  Evans  left  for  the  north  again  to  take  part  in 
the  annual  Loch  Leven  competition  as  representative  of 
the  society.  Several  members  had  fished  the  Lambourne 
with  more  or  less  success,  but  news  from  Uxbridge  was 
disappointing.  M,  G.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETT. 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  held  at  the  Eestanrant 
Fraacati,  Oxford-street,  W.,  on  Wednesday,  .Tune  13,  at 
8  p.m.,  Mr.  J.  Cooksey  occupied  the  chair.  The  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed,  Mr. 
Bates  reported  by  letter  having  fished  at  Deal  on  June  9, 
11,  and  12,  taking  on  the  9th  focr  Ecwe  fish,  many  up 
to,  and  some  over  lib.  in  weight ;  on  11th,  eight  score,  all 
fairly  good,  and  one  over  2Ih  ;  on  12th,  six  score,  quite 
half  of  which  weighed  from  fib.  to  lib.,  all  taken  cn  his 
new  double-barbed  hooi  s .  The  following  expeiienoes  were 
then  given  by  members :  Mr.  Clay,  at  Leigh-on-Sea,  on 
June  10.  with  two  friends,  found  sport  very  pcor,  fishing 
for  five  hours  and  only  taking  a  few  flounders,  bast,  Gaz. 
Mr.  Tucker,  also  at  Leigh,  on  June  4,  took  eighteen 
flounders,  best  about  lilb.  ;  and  on  June  11,  one  flontider 
and  fifteen  place  and  dabs,  best  about  8dz  ,  apd  found  the 
very  small  whiting  in  areat  nnmbarB.  Messrs.  Minchin. 
Croft,  Handley,  and  Mallett,  at  Southwick,  took  sevrral 
dabs,  some  flounders,  and  one  score  good  bream,  best  about 
41b.  Mr.  Minobin  remarked  that  good  fishing  could  be 
had  during  August  and  September  at  Lulworth  Cove, 
pollack  being  taken  cfi  the  rocks,  and  pollack,  bream,  and 
mackerel  from  boats.  The  hon.  sec.  announced  that  the 
committee  of  the  society  hid  now  before  them  the  final 
arrangements  for  offering  a  challenge  cup  and  medals  fpr 
specimen  fiah ;  notice  of  the  classes  of  fish  and  weights  will  be 
sent  to  all  members  as'soon  as  arrangements  are  completed. 
Mr.  Minchin  asked  that  members  requiring  one  of  the 
prawning  nets  he  spoke  about  at  a  meeting  recently  should 
let  him  know  as  soon  as  possible,  and  he  would  send  for 
them.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and 
usual  toast  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  brought 
the  meeting  to  a  cloae. 

Charles  S.  Patteeson  (Hon.  Sec  ). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETT. 

Mr.  J.  P.  CoNNELLAN  presided  at  the  ordinary  meet- 
ing held  on  Tuesday  last,  when  much  business  detail  was 
dealt  with.  A  large  number  of  the  members  had  taken 
advantage  of  the  Whitsun  holidaja  to  get  a  little  trout 
fiahing.  The  May  Fly  has  been  up  io  many  places,  and 
Mr.  R,.G.  Woodruff  was  very  successful  with  the  artificial 
on  the  Kennet.  Our  own  waters  at  Chesham  have  yielded 
well,  though  the  reporta  given  here  do  not  include  all 
those  who  had  fish,  many  members  who  are  unable  to 
attend  the  weekly  meeting  giving  details  of  their  success 
or  otherwise  in  the  book  kppt  at  the  Black  Horse  for  that 
purpose.  Some  fail  to  do  this,  but  it  is  hoped  that  all 
members  taking  fish  from  the  society's  waters  will  report 
same,  ao  that  an  approximate  total  of  the  jieldmaybe 
arrived  at  after  the  end  of  the  season.  Mr.  Chasteney  had 
one  fish  of  14in.,-  weighing  l^lb.  ;  Mr.  Buckingham,  two 
fiah  just  undersized  ;  Mr.  Hicks,  one  of  1.3in.,  and  one 
undersized  ;  Mr.  Oill,  one  sizeable  and  one  nndera'zed  ; 
Mr.  West,  one  of  14Jin..  and  another  undersizad ;  next 
day,  four  brace  (largest  l|lb.),  and  a  nice  fish  amongst  the 
others  of  14Jin  ;  Mr.  Evens,  one  eizeable  trout.  Mr. 
Hoyle  tried  spinning  for  a  trout  or  two  in  some  private 
water,  but  only  succeeded  in  getting  three  jack.  Mr. 
Basten  and  friend  had  some  very  fair  sport  sea  fishing  at 
Seaford  and  Newhaven,  takirg  some  aix  or  seven  score  of 
pollack,  conger,  weaver,  dabs,  and  pouting,  but  the  catch 
waa  principally  poating.  Mr.  Walker  had  some  very  fine 
dace  whilst  trying  for  trout  in  Norfolk.  Mr.  Gibson,  fish- 
ing the  same  place,  took  a  trout  of  13in.,  and  a  very  fine 
dace  of  about  lib.,  and  this  specimen  was  returned.  At 
Hertford  he  also  had  a  chab  of  l\\h.,  and  some  daca,  but 
in  conaeqnence  of  the  weeds  aomewhere  above  him  being 
cat  the  fiehing  for  the  time  was  spoilt.  Mr.  Connellan,  in 
Norfolk,  captured  two  trout  with  floating  flies,  of  l^Ib. 
ar  d  1.3in.  respectively,  and  some  very  fine  dace.  Should 
any  mem>>erg  require  privilege  tickets  from  either  associa- 
tion will  they  kindly  write  me  eDcloeing  payment  for  sime. 
On  Tuesday  next  Or,  J.  Simpson  Ladell  will  read  a  paper 
entitled  "  Gleanings."  I  hope  to  see  a  good  attendance. 
No  reaponae  having  been  made  to  my  remarks  in  the  latit 
report  aa  to  the  picnic  and  casting  tournament  at  Kelvedon 
on  June  'M,  and  aa  Mr.Roweil  haa  ancitber  party  of  thirty 


on  that  day,  the  committee  have  decided  to  postpone  the 
affair.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks,  and  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair,  concluded  the  meeting. 

Hon.  Sec. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
A  MEETING  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  was 
held  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  Kingston,  on  Monday,  Mr.  T.  Ljne 
presiding. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  T.  H.  Bennett,  of  Cobham, 
in  reference  to  his  grass  in  the  meadows  where  members 
fish,  and  Mr.  Lyne  and  Mr.  C.  Littlewood  were  asked  to 
see  Mr.  Bennett  upon  the  subject. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  F.  H. 
Amphlett,  resigning  the  hon.  secretaryship : 

"To  the  chairman.  Dear  Sir, — I  very  much  regret  to 
inform  you  that,  owing  to  a  great  increase  in  my 
journalistic  work,  I  am  compelled  to  resign  the  hon. 
secretaryship  of  the  K.P.S.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
octinue  to  do  your  secretarial  work  as  it  should  be  done, 
because  the  spare  time  at  my  disposal  has  been  much 
curtailed. 

"  I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all 
the  members  of  the  society,  and  the  committee  in  particu- 
lar, for  their  willingness  to  tender  me  advice,  assistance, 
and  support  at  all  times  since  I  became  hon.  sec.  of  the 
society,  in  November,  1894. 

"  I  may  also  say  that  my  term  of  office  has  been  made  a 
pleasant  one  by  the  members,  and  I  have  taken  a  delight 
in  the  work.  It  is  gratify  to  me  to  know  that  in 
relinquishing  the  pest  the  society  is  in  a  most  flourishing 
condition.  But  I  do  not  claim  any  more  credit  for  this 
than  any  other  member,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the 
society  will  always  be  in  the  same  conditio^. 

"  In  case  there  should  be  any  difficulty  in  selecting  a 
new  secretary,  which  I  do  not  think  will  be  the  case,  I 
would  say,  as  a  suggestion,  that  as  an  active,  earnest 
worker  on  behalf  of  the  K,P.S.,  and  at  the  tame  time  one 
well  qualififd  for  the  post,  would  be  Mr.  D.  Denniford. 
Of  course,  I  merely  suggest  this  for  the  members'  con- 
sideration.— With  kind  regards,  Yours  truly, 

"  F.  H.  Amphlett." 

The  chairman  regretted  to  hear  of  Mr.  Amphlett's 
resignation,  and  move  d  that  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  he 
given  him  for  his  past  services,  which  they  all  appreciated, 
Mr.  Sinibaldi  seconded.  Mr.  D.  Hayer  and  others  also 
spoke,  and  the  reaolution  was  adopted  unanimously. 

Mr.  D.  Denniford,  upon  being  proposed  as  hon.  secretary, 
said  he  thouabt  it  inadvisable  to  accept  owing  to  his  not 
residing  in  Kingston,  and  owing  to  the  limited  time  at  his 
disposal. 

Mr.  Hayer  suggested  that  Mr.  F.  Littlewood  (the 
assistant  hon.  secretary)  or  Mr.  J.  B.  Eichardaon  be  asked 
to  act.    The  latter  declined. 

Mr.  Amphlett  moved  that  Mr.  F.  Littlewood  be  the 
hon.  secretary.  Mr.  Hayer  seconded,  and  it  waa  agreed 
unanimously. 

Mr.  F.  Littlewood,  in  thanking  the  members  for  his 
election,  said  he  would  do  his  best  on  behalf  of  the  society, 
and  he  hoped  that  Mr.  Amphlett  would  help  him  by  being 
the  assistant-secretary. 

Mr.  Amphlett  agreed  to  this  if  it  did  not  entail  givirg 
a  deal  of  time,  and  upon  the  motion  being  put  to  the 
meeting  it  was  carried. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  A._E.  Hobbs,  of 
Henley,  who  wrote  offering  the  society  a  guinea  prize  for 
the  largest  Thames  trout  weighed-in  during  the  season. 
It  was  decided  that  the  prize  list  be  the  same  as  the 
previous  season.  Hon.  Sec, 
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[We  have  received  from  H.  W.  Higgins,  Esq.,  the  hon. 
aacretary,  a  copy  of  the  Thimes  Fishery  Bye-Laws,  which 
it  will  he  useful  to  print  in  view  of  the  opening  of  the 
general  angling  season  on  the  17th  of  this  month. — Ed. 
F.G.] 

THAMES  FISHERY  BYE-LAWS  AND  EEGULA- 
TIONS  NOW  IN  FORCE. 
Notice  to  Anglers. 

General  Fishing  Season.— "  No  fish  found  in  the 
part  of  the  river  Thames  above  London  Bridge  may  be 
taken  between  the  15th  day  of  March  and  the  l.'')th  day  of 
June  following,  both  inclusive,  except  trout,  and  roach, 
dace,  gudgeon,  bleak,  and  minnows  taken  for  use  only  in 
the  river  Thames  as  herein  provided  as  bait  for  trout." 

Season  for  Trout  Fishing  —From  the  first  day  of 
April  to  the  tenth  September,  inclusive. 

Closk  Season. — '  In  that  part  of  the  River  Thames 
as  is  situate  above  London  Bridge,  no  person  shall  fish 
with,  or  use  any  rod  and  line,  between  the  15lh  day  of 
March  and  the  15th  day  of  June  following,  both  inclusive, 
except  a  rod  and  line  for  taking  trout  and  fiahed  with  an 
artificial  fly,  or  with  a  spinning  or  live  bait." 

Ar.oLiTioN  oi<'  Trailing. — "  No  person  shall  allow  any 
rod  and  line,  or  line  to  which  any  bait  or  hook,  natural  or 
artificial,  is  attached,  to  be  drawn  or  trailed  from  any 
vessel  on  the  river  Thames." 

Live  and  Dead  Gorgi-  Fishing. — "No  person  shall 
fish  for  pike  with  any  device  or  taokle  that  does  not  admit 
of  the  pike  taken  therewith  being  returned  to  the  water 
without  any  serious  injury." 

Night  and  Early  MoitNiiVG  FisiiiNo.—"  No  Light 
hook,  night  line,  or  fixed  hook  or  line  shall  be  need  in  the 
river  That  e3  above  London  Bridge." 


"  No  person  shall  fish  for,  take,  or  attempt  to  take  by 
any  means  whatever  in  that  part  of  the  river  Thames  as 
lies  above  the  City  Stone  at  Staines,  nor  from  any  punt  or 
vessel  in  that  part  of  the  river  Thames  as  lies  between  the 
City  Stcne  at  Staines  ini  London  Bridge,  any  fish  between 
the  expiration  of  the  first  hour  after  sunset  and  the  last 
hour  before  sunrise." 

Snatching  or  Snari.vg  of  Fish,— "  No  person  shall 
use  any  rod  and  line,  hook,  wire,  snare,  or  other  device, 
either  alone  or  in  connection  with  a  rod  and  line,  or  in  any 
other  way,  so  as  to  take  fish  by  meins  of  foul  hooking, 
snitching,  or  snaring  in  any  part  of  the  river  Thames." 
A  gaff  for  the  purpose  of  landing  sizeable  fish  only  excepted. 

Sizes  of  Fi.sh.—"  Barbel,  16in.  ;  bream,  lOin. ;  carp, 
lOin. ;  chub,  lOin. ;  dace,  6in. ;  gudgeon,  4in. ;  jack, 
18in.  ;  perch.  Sin. ;  roach,  7in, ;  rudd,  6in. ;  tench,  8iD. ; 
trout,  16in." 

Any  perion  found  taking  undersized  fish  of  either  of 
those  above  described  from,  and  away  from  the  river  for 
bait,  sale,  or  other  purpose  will  be  prosecuted  forthwith. 
The  above  are  extreme  lengths. 

Bait  for  Anglers, — "Roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  bleak, 
or  minnows  for  use  as  bait,  providing  that  no  person  shall 
be  entitled  to  have  in  his  possession  or  under  his  control 
more  than  fifty  of  such  fish  for  use  only  in  the  Thames  as 
bait  at  any  onetime,  or  to  take  by  himself,  his  servants, 
or  agents,  more  than  fifty  of  such  fish,  on  any  day." 

Illegal  Possession  of  Fish. — "  Any  person  who 
shall  have  in  his  possession,  on,  near,  or  adjoining  the 
river  Thames,  any  fish  of  lesso'imensions  than  those  speci- 
fied in  the  Conservancy  bye-^aw  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
guilty  of  an  c  ffence  against  such  bye-law,  unless  he  prove 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  before  which  he  is  tried 
that  he  was  lawfully  in  possession  of  such  fish." 

Undersized  fish  taken  (other  than  for  use  as  bait)  during 
the  day's  fishing,  must  not  be  retained  or  put  in  the  well 
of  the  punt,  as  it  is  a  clear  offence  against  the  Conservancy 
bye-laws,  which  provide  that  such  fish  must  be  returned  to 
the  river  at  once  without  injury. 

Obstruction  of  Fish.— "  No  peison" shall  put  down  in 
any  part  of  the  river  Thames,  at  the  mauth  of  any  brook, 
creek,  1  iver  or  Jback  water  communicating  with  the  liver 
Thames,  or  running  into  the  said  river,  or  at  any  mill, 
sluice,  race  or  branch  of  the  said  river,  any  net  or  device 
whatever  to  stop,  catch,  or  hinder  any  spawn,  fish,  or  fry 
of  fish,  coming  into  or  going  out  of  the  liver  Thames." 

Limit  in  the  Number  of  Rods. — "  No  red  and  line 
shall  be  used  except  when  fished  with  either  a  natural  or 
aiti£cial  bait  in  a  proper  manner,  and  no  person  shall  fish 
with  more  than  two  rods  and  lines  at  the  same  time." 

Eyepecks  and  Punt  Polks, — The  attention  of  the 
Conservators  having  been  called  to  the  fact.that  ryepeoks 
are  often  left  in  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  mirking  baited 
swims  and  for  other  purposes,  fishermen  and  others  are 
cautioned  against  the  practice,  which  is  a  source  of  danger 
to  craft  navigating  the  river.  The  practice  is  contrary 
to  Bye-law  60  cf  the  Thames  Bye-laws  1898,  which 
provides 

"  That  the  navigible  part  of  the  channel  of  the  river 
above  Richmond  Lock  shall  at  all  times  be  kept  clear  for 
the  passage  of  vessels  navigated  thereon,  and  no  vessel 
shall  be  stopped  in  the  navigable  part  of  the  said  channel 
6o  as  to  impede  or  obstruct  the  free  and  clear  passage  of 
any  other  vessel,  and  no  ryepeck  or  punt  pole  shall  be  left 
fixed  in  any  part  of  the  bed  of  the  river." 

Nets  Allowed  to  Anglers. — "The  following  nets 
and  no  other  may  be  used  by  all  persons  for  all  fish  :  A 
minnow  net,  a  linding  net,  and  a  hand  or  well  net." 

Largest  minnow  net  allowed,  3ft.  in  diameter.  Largest 
landing  net  allowed,  2ft.  in  diameter,  3ft.  in  length, 
with  a  mesh  of  not  less  than  lin.  from  knot  to  knot. 

Use  of  Bait  Net. — "  A  casting  or  bait  net  may  be 
only  used  by  ass'stant  river  keepers,  who  are  holders  of 
deputations  from  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board,  and  who 
are  fishe;  men  registered  under  the  Thames  Fishery  bye- 
laws,  in  obtaining  biit  to  be  only  used  by  ferjons  for 
angling  in  the  river  Thames." 

No  casting  or  bait  nets  shall  be  used  exceeding  20  feet 
in  circumference,  nor  with  a  mesh  of  less  than  half-an-inoh 
from  knot  to  knot,  with  a  sick  or  purse  of  more  than  six 
inches  in  depth,  to  be  measured  when  net  is  wet. 

Abolition  of  Netting. — Section  9  provides  there  shall 
be  no  rets  used  by  the  netsmen,  "  except  in  that  part  of 
the  river  Thames  as  lies  between  Isleworth  Church  Ferry 
and  London  Bridge."  (As  the  present  netsmen  die  out, 
no  new  ones  will  be  licensed.  The  existing  rights,  too, 
cannot  ba  compulsorily  purchased.) 

Fixed  Ne  i  s. — "  No  net  in  any  part  of  the  river 
Thames  shall  be  fixed  or  attached  to  the  soil,  or  made 
stationary  in  any  way,  and  a  net  held  by  any  person  or 
persons  in  a  boat  or  boats,  that  is  or  are  moored  and 
anchored,  sha^l  be  deemed  to  be  a  fixed  net  fftr  the  purpose 
of  this  bye-law." 

Private  Fisheries.  —  The  regulations  concerning 
setting  of  night  lines  and  baskets  for  eels,  netting  witti 
certain  nets  (by  licence  first  obtained  from  the  conserva- 
tors) are  unaltered,  but  in  no  case  may  any  person, 
whether  owner  of  a  private  fishery  or  not,  destroy  under- 
sized fish,  or  fijh  in  the  fence  sasson,  except  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  bait  as  above  specified. 

Taking  oi  Fish  for  S(  ikntific  Pi  bposes, — 
Nothing  in  these  bye-laws  shall  prevent  any  person,  pro- 
vided he  has  the  previous  consent  in  writing  of  the 
conservators  under  their  common  seal,  from  obtaining  tish 
for  the  purpose  of  artificial  proi ligation,  and  other 
(cientifio  purposes,  from  any  pirt  of  the  ,river  Thames,  or 
•from  having  in  his  possession  salmon  roe  or  trout  roe  for 
any  of  these  purposes,  or  from  taking  or  attempting  to 
take  salmon  or  trout  when  spawning  or  near  the  spawning 
beds." 

Professional  FisnKEMUN.-  Theae  must  be  regiatered 
at  the  Thamea  Oonaervancy  offices.  Fee  one  shilling  eioh 
boat  or  punt.    Name  to  be  kept  punted  in  letters  two 
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inches  long  and  half-an-inch  broad  on  starboard  bow  and 
port  quarter  of  every  boat  or  punt. 

PkxaI/Tie?.— "  Any  person  acting  in  contravention  of 
the  foregoing  bye-laws,  or  any  of  them,  shall  for  every 
such  act  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £5,  and  may 
on  the  direction  of  the  court,  forfeit  any  net,  engine, 
device,  apparatus  or  fish  found  in  his  possession  or  control. 
Every  such  penalty  shall  be  recovered  in  manner  described 
by  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  and  shall  be  applied  in 
manner  directed  by  the  Thames  Conaorrancy  Acts  1857  to 
1894." 

Complaints. — Any  friend  of  the  society  who  may  at 
any  time  witness  the  commission  of  either  of  the  above 
named  offences  will  greatly  oblige  by  noting — (1)  The 
name  and  address  of  the  delinquent  (if  possible).  (2)  The 
place  and  hour  when  the  offence  was  committed.  (3)  What 
the  fish  were  and  the  number  taken.  (4)  Any  other 
information  that  will  lead  to  a  sncceasfal  prosecution. 

By  forwarding  the  foregoing  to  the  hon.  secretary,  at. 
12,  Regent-street,  Pall  Mall,  the  matter  will  at  once  be 
taken  up  and  dealt  with. 


NATIONAL  COMPETITION  ON  LOCH 
LEVEN. 

On  Wednesday,  June  13,  the  takes  were  light.  Forty- 
four  competitors.  Champion  :  Wilson,  Fifeshire  Club, 
eleven  trout,  81b.  2oz. ;  second.  Slater,  Newark  Pisca- 
torialfl,  thirteen,  71b.  13oz. ;  third,  Lewis  Spenoe,  Edin- 
burgh Amateurs,  eleven,  71b.  7oz.  ;  fourth,  Craig, 
Uddingston  Waltonians,  thirteen,  61b.  9oz. ;  fifth,  Pringle, 
Kelso,  nine,  51b.  ]2oz. ;  sixth,  gillies' committee,  seven, 
51b.  8jz.   Heaviest  trout,  Craig,  lib.  6oz. 


FISHING  NEAR  TEIGNMOUTH. 

We  extract  the  following  from  "  Everard's  Teignmonth 
Directory,"  a  very  useful  publication  for  all  who  purpose 
staying  in  the  town.] 

"  There  is  no  county  in  England  which  furnishes  such 
continuous  and  ea.9y  fishing  as  Devonshire,  and  the  town 
of  Teignmouth,  standing  on  the  estuary  of  the  Teign,  with 
the  Exe  and  the  Dart  on  either  side,  and  the  sheltered 
waters  of  Torbay  at  its  feet,  may  be  considered  the  most 
convenient  site,  from  which  amateur  anglers  may  avail 
themselves  of  all  its  varied  kinds  of  sport.  Every  little 
stream  that  springs  forth  from  the  great  watershed  of 
Dartmoor  constitutes  an  unfailing  nursery  for  the  small 
but  delicious  breed  of  Devonshire  trout. 

"  From  the  commencement  of  the  fishing  season  on 
Feb.  1  tUl  the  last  salmon  has  been  taken  with  rod  and 
line  from  the  Torridge  or  the  Exe  in  November,  there  is  a 
constant  influx  of  visitors  from  afar  off  to  take  their  share 
of  the  sport  with  the  numerous  resident  anglers.  The 
Culm  is  said  to  be  the  earliest  river,  but  the  Teign,  the 
Exe,  and  the  Dart  fumiah  excellent  fishing  throughout  the 
spring  of  the  year ;  and  the  latter  river,  known  as  the 
Devonshire  Bhine,  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  reliable 
streams  for  sport  to  be  found  anywhere  in  England.  The 
best  fishing  in  all  these  rivers  may  generally  be  secured  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season  ;  but,  aa  soon  as  the  trout  in 
the  well  flogged  streams  have  grown  more  cautious  or 
difficult  of  capture,  the  sojourners  at  Teignmouth  may 
turn  from  fresh  to  salt  water  fishing,  and  find  plenty  of 
new  and  exciting  sport  all  along  the  coasts  of  Torbay. 

"  With  the  approach  of  summer  the  small  pollack  draw 
in  from  the  deep  water  to  the  shallow  rocks  along  the 
margin  of  the  bay,  and  large  numbers  of  them  may  be 
caught  with  the  artificial  bait  called  the  Belgian  Grub, 
trailed  behind  a  boat  in  gentle  motion.  The  little  dabs 
also  congregate  in  immense  shoals  on  well-known  beds  of 
sand  and  gravel  about  a  mile  off  shore,  and  furnish  a 
pleasant  pastime  for  some  bright  or  calm  days,  when  they 
will  often  keep  two  or  three  lines  well  occupied  for 
several  hours.  Together  with  these  delicate  Uttle  fish  a 
good  many  small  whiting  are  sure  to  be  found ;  but  the 
larger  sized  whiting  lie  in  deeper  fishing  grounds  at  several 
miles  distance  from  the  shore,  among  ridges  of  rock  sunk 
beneath  some  twenty  fathoms  of  water,  where  the  ground 
swell  is  so  heavy  and  incessant  that  only  those  who  are  good 
sailors  can  enjoy  a  sport  which  perhaps  is  the  moat  certain 
and  remunerative  of  all.  Then  there  is  the  bass  fishing  in 
the  estuary  of  the  Teign,  which  is  a  constant  amusement 
for  residents  and  visitors ;  or  the  far  more  exciting  pursuit 
of  these  grand  iish,  when  they  are  seen  playing  on  the  top 
of  the  water,  off  any  of  the  prominent  headlands,  and  may 
be  caught  lixe  salmon  with  the  artificial  fly. 

"  Later  again,  in  the  midsummer  holidays,  the  mackerel 
become  plentiful  in  the  bay,  and  nothing  can  be  more 
pleasant  than  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  sailing  before  a 
gentle  breeze,  over  a  smooth  sea,  with  three  or  four  lines 
trailing  astern  and  on  either  side,  when  the  mackerel  are 
well  on  the  feed  and  keep  aU  hands  busy  in  constantly 
hauling  them  in. 

"  And  last  of  all,  when  summer  merges  into  autumn, 
and  the  sea  no  longer  tempts  one  to  sail  on  its  rough 
waters,  there  remains  jost  a  few  weeks  of  salmon  fishing, 
which  has  of  late  years  afforded  wonderful  sport  on  the 
upper  portion  of  the  Exe,  before  the  fishing  season  comes 
to  an  end." 


ANGLING  IN  IRELAND. 
A  cusio.MEE  writes:  "  I  have  never  seen  Ireland  so  fall  of 
tourists  and  anglers  as  it  is  at  present,  and  we  have  a  good 
few  ladies  fishing  the  Westmeath  and  other  lakes.  The  Green 
Drake  is  on,  and  most  of  the  fish  caught  recently  ha-ve 
been  captured  by  dapping.  Respecting  the  fishing  about 
Boyle,  a  correspondent  writes  the  appearance  of  the  May 
I'lj  consequent  on  the  spell  of  good  weather  has  been 
accompanied  by  a  large  influx  of  'cross  Channel  gentlemen. 
The  sport  latterly  would  have  been  better  were  it  not  that 


the  weather  is,  in  fact,  too  fine  and  calm,  and  not  what 
could  be  considered  favourable  to  angling.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  season  Lough  Key  gave  good  sport,  but 
has  latterly  proved  rather  disappointing.  Lough  Gara  is 
still  to  the  fore,  and  is  well  maintaining  its  reputation  for 
giving  good  sport.  No  less  than  seventy  trout  vvere  got 
on  this  lake  on  Monday  week,  which  was  certainly  the 
only  day  which  can  be  regarded  as  favourable  for  the  past 
week.  Arrow  has  not  yet  given  very  good  results,  but  it 
is  expected  to  provide  pood  sport  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days.  Some  nice  fishing  is  being  enjoyed  on  Capetown 
Lake  and  Moylurg  Lake,  while  Drumharlow  is  also 
affording  some  good  sport.  The  following  gentlemen  have 
been  angling  with  some  success:  Messrs.  A.  Barclay 
Walker  and  party,  Rockingham;  Mr.  Fetherstonhargh, 
Dublin;  Mr.  Trollope,  London;  Col.  Butler,  London; 
Rev.  Mr.  Digges,  Lough  Rynn,  Mohill ;  Mr.  Fanning, 
Manchester;  Mr.  Whitehurst,  Manchester;  Capt.  Lin- 
wood,  Manchester ;  Mr.  Fenwick,  Manchester ;  Rev. 
Canon  Parker,  Birmingham ;  Major  Bunny,  London ; 
Mr.  Elliott,  Surrey;  Mr.  Burt,  Surrey;  Mr.  W.  Jones, 
Boyle;  Mr.  Slater  and  Mrs.  Slater,  co.  Meath ;  Col. 
Tedmarsh,  Cheltenham;  Col.  Dnrrant,  Edinburgh;  Mr. 
Low,  Bradford ;  Mr.  Wells,  Bradford,  &c." 

J.  E.  Miller. 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station  -  street, 
Leeds. 


ANGLING  ON  THE  BANN. 
The  following  concessions  have  been  secured  by  Mr. 
F.  J.  Kennedy,  hon.  sec.  Belfast  Anglers'  Association,  for 
the  members  fishing  the  lower  Bann.  _  Salmon  fishing 
and  trout  fishing  between  Portna  navigation  weir  and 
the  navigation  weir  at  Movanagher,  and  between  Agwey 
Bridge  and  the  Outts,  near  Coleraine,  season  ticket, 
£6  63. — a  reduction  of  £1  Is. ;  weekly  ticket,  I63.— a 
reduction  of  53. ;  between  Agwey  Bridge  and  the  Cutts 
only,  season  ticket,  £3  33. — a  reduction  of  £1  Is. ;  weekly 
ticket,  7b.  6d. — a  reduction  of  5s.  These  tickets  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Cutts,  Caronroe,  Kilrea,  and  Toome- 
bridge.  Trouting  tickets.  Is.  per  annum  for  river,  except 
the  reaches  between  Movanagher  and  Kilrea.    J.  A.  B. 


FLORIDA  TARPON. 
Prom  March  12  to  April  29  thirty-seven  tarpon  were 
taken  at  Port  Myers.  The  largest  one,  taken  by  Mr.  W. 
Ashly  Jones,  measured  7ft.  2in.,  and  weighed  1701b.,  but 
one  of  7ft.  lin.,  also  taken  by  Mr.  Jones,  weighed  1761b. 
The  heaviest  catch  was  a  jewfish  of  2201b.  taken  by  Mr. 
T.  H.  Martin. 

Prom  Punta  Rassa,  from  March  8  to  April  26,  _  twenty- 
five  tarpon  were  taken.  The  record  fish  as  to  weight  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Prank  Trishmuth;  it  was  6ft.  6in.,  and 
weighed  1431b. 

At  Boca  Grande  Pass,  from  May  3  to  13,  Colonel  E.  T, 
Halloway,  of  Kentucky,  took  eighteen  tarpon ;  the  largest 
and  the  record  fish  for  1900  on  the  West  Coast  measured 
7ft.  2in.,  and  weighed  1901b. 

Fish  Commissioner  C.  W.  Willard,  of  Rhode  Island, 
took  two  tarpon  of  about  901b,  each  at  Sarasota. — Forest 
and  Stream,   


VERMONT  PIKE  EGGS. 
Acting  for  the  United  States  Fish  Commission,  Mr. 
Livingston  Stone  took  130,000,000  pike  eggs  at  Swanton, 
Vt.  Of  these  100,000,000  were  sent  to  th^  Cape  Vincent 
hatchery  and  30,000,000  were  distributed  to  Vermont 
waters.  Mr.  Stone  thinks  that  Swanton  is  the  best  place 
in  the  country  to  take  pike  eggs,  which  means  that  sooner 
or  later  a  permanent  hatchery  will  be  located  here.  With 
a  larger  force  of  men  Mr.  Stone  says  he  could  have  easily 
taken  double  the  number  of  eggs  he  did,  but  as  the  present 
capacity  of  the  Cape  Vincent  hatchery  is  only  100,000,000 
eggs,  and  but  30,000,000  could  be  hatched  here,  he  had 
enough. 

Mr.  Stone  thinks  Swanton  would  also  be  an  excellent 
place  for  the  propagation  of  sturgeon,  if  it  can  be  success- 
fully done.  He  made  some  experiments  last  year,  but  was 
unable  to  secure  any  ripe  eggs.  He  intends  to  try  again 
this  year,  and  hopes  for  better  success. 

Then,  again,  Mr.  Stone  says  a  hatchery  here  would  be  a 
most  excellent  place  for  experimenting  with  the  black  bass 
and  muskallonge.  This  fish  is  one  of  the  best  game  fish 
of  the  country  and  the  best  that  inhabits  Lake  Champlain. 
If  the  number  in  the  lake  could  be  increased  it  would 
attract  many  sportsmen  to  these  waters. — Forest  and 
Stream. 


A  BASS,  A  PIKE,  AND  JOE. 

TuE  Broad  Cut  is  one  of  the  several  channels  that 
branch  off  from  the  Middle  Channel,  on  the  flats  of  Lake 
St.  Clair.  This  particular  one  leads  off  to  the  west,  and 
runs  into  what  is  known  as  Goose  Bay,  one  of  the 
numerous  bays  that  indent  the  lower  edge  of  the  marsh. 

Anchoring  the  boat  just  at  the  point  of  separation  of 
the  currents  of  Middle  Channel  and  the  Broad  Cut  gives 
one  the  advantage  of  fishing  the  edge  of  the  channel  bank 
of  either  current.  This  has  always  been  considered  a  good 
place,  and  many  anglers  have  here  taken  mighty  strings  of 
large  bass. 

I  myself  have  often  done  well  at  this  point,  and,  again, 
have  left  there  as  I  went,  with  a  dry  string.  I  remember 
one  very  hot  afternoon  during  the  month  of  August,  Mrs. 
Ruff  had  elected  to  do  her  fishing  for  that  afternoon  on 
the  hotel  verandah,  comfortably  seated  in  a  large  rocker. 

But  that  did  not  suit  me.  Being  something  of  a 
salamander,  I  care  little  what  the  weather  may  be 
provided  the  fish  prove  kind. 

80  getting  out  the  small  boat,  I  secured  the  services  of 


Joe,  one  of  the  punters,  and  started  across  the  bay  for  the 
Broad  Cut. 

The  trifle  of  wind  that  now  and  then  made  a  slight 
ripple  upon  the  smooth  surface  of  the  lake  was  dead 
against  us,  so  Joe  took  to  the  oars,  while  I  lay  off  on  the 
stern  seat  and  whiled  away  the  time  by  feeling  sorry, 
aloud,  for  poor  Joe,  while  he  pulled  and  sweated. 

I  believe  that  I  did  offer  to  get  out  and  push  behind,  but 
Joe  said,  "  I'll  git  her  there." 

And  I,  concluding  that  the  walking  was  not  very  good, 
kept  my  seat. 

Joe  did  "  git  her  there,"  and  we  "  hove  to  "  at  the  right 
point ;  then,  having  got  my  line  out,  I  brought  myself 
comfortably  to  anchor  and  awaited  the  coming  bass.  I 
fished  away  probably  twenty  minutes,  and  no  bite.  I  then 
ventured  the  observation  : 

"  Joe,  this  ought  to  be  a  good  day  for  bass." 

"  Yes,  indeed,"  says  Joe. 

Another  cast,  and  then  silence  for  a  few  moments. 

"  Joe,  I  don't  think  we  shall  catch  anything  tc-day." 

"  I  guess  not,"  says  Joe. 

More  sUence,  more  fishing,  and  still  no  bite, 

"  Joe,  this  is  a  bad  day  for  bass." 

"  Yes,  indeed,"  says  Joe. 

"  But  then,  Joe,"  said  I,  "  we  must  catch  them  if  we 
wait  a  little." 
"  Of  course,  we  must,"  lays  Joe. 

Another  few  minutes  of  unprofitable  fishing,  and  I  broke 
forth  again : 

"  Joe,  what  do  yon  really  think ;  honest,  now  ?  " 

"  Well,  sir,  says  Joe,  "  if  they  will  only  bite,  you'll  be 
sure  to  catch  some." 

I  believe  in  Joe,  and  I  pondered  some  over  the  stress 
that  he  laid  on  that  last  word. 

One  thing  the  reader  may  have  observed,  and  that  ia 
that  Joe  does  not  make  any  show  of  knowing  more  than  his 
employer  about  good  or  bad  days. 

I  was  just  on  the  point  of  throwing  out  a  feeler,  just  to 
see  if  Joe  did  not  really  think  it  was  a  good  day,  when  I 
received  a  little  message  over  my  private  line. 

"  Joe,"  said  I,  "  here's  a  bite  at  last." 

"  Of  course,"  said  Joe, 

And  one  could  tell  immediately  that  he  had  never 
expected  anything  else. 

In  due  time  I  struck  my  fish,  and  in  another  moment 

he  was  in  the  air.    Not  a  bit  of  it ;  he  was  in  the  weeds, 

and  then  I  thought  that  it  could  not  be  a  bass — that  is,  not 
a  small  mouth. 

It  took  several  minutes  to  get  him  started,  and  then  I 
began  slowly  to  reel  him  in. 

He  came  hard  and  slow,  but  when  within  about  20ft.  of 
the  boat  I  could  see  him,  and  apparently  stringing  away 
back  of  him  a  long  mass  of  weeds. 

I  called  Joe  to  look,  and  we  both  agreed  that  it  was  no 
wonder  that  he  pulled  heavy  with  that  mass  of  weeds 
hanging  to  him. 

Just  then  I  saw  the  bass  start  for  the  surface,  and  out 
he  came,  making  the  highest  jump  that  I  ever  saw  a  bass 
make. 

I  might  declare  it  to  be  4ft.,  and  I  am  sure  that  Joe 
would  agree  with  me. 

Well,  the  bass  jumped,  and  what  we  had  taken  for 
weeds,  but  what  really  was  a  monster  pike,  jumped  out 
after  him. 

"  Je-ru-sa-lem  '  "  exclaimed  I,  "if  he  wants  that  bass 
he  can  have  him,"  and  I  lowered  my  tip. 

But  the  monster  had  evidently  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  a  poor  day  for  bass,  or  perhaps  he  did  not  like 
the  appearance  of  the  strangers  in  the  boat.  At  any  rate 
he  slowly  swam  away,  and  was  soon  lost  to  sight,  though 
to  memory  he  still  is  dear. 

It  seemed  to  me  that  he  must  have  been  3Jft.  io  length  ; 
and  Joe  thinks  so,  too. 

"Joe,"  said  I,  "that  is  a  very  dangerous  place  for 
bass." 

"  Yes,  indeed,"  said  Joe. 

And  we  immediately  proceeded  to  take  that  bass  into 
camp. 

"  Joe,"  I  observed,  "  this  is  a  good  time  to  make  for 
Star  Island." 
"  Yes,  indeed,"  said  Joe. 

Robin  Rvfv,  in  American  Angler. 


GRANVILLE    HOTEL,  RAMSGATE. 

The  Granville  Hotel  occupies  a  commanding  position  on 
the  heights  of  the  East  Cliff,  overlooking  the  public 
gardens  and  the  sea.  Since  its  purchase  by  Spiers  and 
Pond,  Limited,  it  has  been  considerably  enlarged,  entirely 
remodelled,  and  almost  entirely  rebuilt.  In  fact,  it  is  now 
practically  a  new  and  sumptuous,  up-to-date  hotel.  The 
chief  improvements  are  as  follows.  There  is  a  new  central 
entrance,  directly  facing  the  sea,  leading  into  a  large, 
luxuriously  appointed  hall.  The  reading  room  and  library 
adjoining  is  delightfully  treated  in  oak.  Beyond  the  latter 
is  the  smoking  room,  decorated  in  Oriental  style.  These 
rooms,  like  the  central  entrance,  face  the  sea. 

To  the  tight  of  the  central  hall  are  two  new  dining 
rooms,  both  of  which  command  splendid  sea  views,  one 
being  treated  in  Georgian,  the  other  in  Louis  XV.  style. 
A  wide  verandah,  forming  a  pleasant  lounge,  has  been 
constructed  along  the  entire  sea  front.  It  is  raised  3ft. 
from  the  ground,  and,  being  provided  with  easily  moved 
windows,  affords  ample  protection,  if  need  be,  from  the 
wind. 

The  grand  staircase  is  built  in  teak.  In  addition,  there 
is  a  quick-wotking  passenger  lift  to  all  floors.  The  hotel 
also  posEe^sssan  excellent  billiard-room  and  a  spacious  ball- 
room. 

A  noteworthy  feature  of  the  re- constructed  Granville  is 
that  all  the  sitting  and  bed-rooms  facing  the  sea  have 
balconies  attached  thereto.  Again,  every  room  is  fitted 
with  the  electric  light,  and,  for  purposes  of  night  L'ghtiog, 
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electric  light  Eu:camulator8  have  been  installed.  There  is 
no  gaa  in  Uie  new  Grranville, 

There  are  several  suites  of  private  apartments  with  a 
sea  view,  consisting  of  sitting-room,  one  or  more  bed- 
rooms, bath-room,  &c.  Every  bath,  it  should  be  specially 
observed,  is  fitted  with  hot  and  cold  sea,  as  well  as  fresh, 
water.  _  The  sanitation  of  the  hotel  has  been  carried  out 
according  to  the  latest  and  most  improved  eoientifio 
methods,  and  is  absolutely  new  throughout  the  builiing. 

On  the  ground  floor  there  is  a  Turkish  bath  with  a  sea- 
water  plunge.  In  addition,  there  are  baths  of  various 
kinds,  ozone,  vapour,  sulphur,  Russian,  &c.  Capital 
private  lawn  tennis  grounds  adjoin  the  hotel,  while  the 
large  recreation  hall  ^ords  opportunity  for  the  playing  of 
"  Badminton." 

The  original  Granville  Hotel  was  built  by  E.  Welby 
Pngin.  ITie  architect  of  the  new  building  is  Mr.  Horace 
Field,  1,  Langham  Chambers,  W. ;  the  builder  is  Mr. 
W.  J.  Adcock,  of  Dover ;  the  furnishing  and  decoration 
have  been  done  by  Messrs.  Smee  and  Cobay,  139,  New 
Bond-street,  W. ;  the  sanitary  work  has  been  carried  out 
by  Messrs.  Jennings  and  Co.,  of  Lambeth. 


H.B..H.  THE  Duke  of  Yoek  left  on  Saturday,  after  a 
week  on  the  river  at  Balmoral.  The  river  has  almost  run 
away  to  nothing  already,  and  this,  coupled  with  a  nasty 
easterly  and  north-easterly  wind  which  prevailed,  told 
heavily  on  the  Duke's  bag.  Details  are  not  yet  to 
band  at  time  of  writing,  but  it  is  currently  reported  he 
had  two  and  three  fish  daily. 

On  the  Braemar  waters  of  the  Dee  sport  is  just  now 
exceedingly  bright.  There  the  thick  of  the  spring  migra- 
tion is  just  being  felt  for  the  first  time.  Mr.  James 
Cumming  had,  on  Monday,  thirteen  fiah ;  on  Tuesday, 
twelve ;  on  Wednesday,  nine ;  on  Thursday,  seven ;  on 
Friday,  sixteen  (the  record  day) ;  and  on  Saturday,  two ; 
all  ranging  from  61b.  to  121b.  Fifty-four  salmon  in  six 
successive  days  to  one  rod. 

Yet  on  this  same  section  daring  the  opening  month  of 
last  spring  the  unfortunate  sportsman  who  rented  the 
same  beat  had  only  three  fish,  which  cost  him  at  the  rate 
of  £15  each  of  rental. 

The  death  of  Sir  William  C.  Brooks,  Bart.,  at  Glentana, 
on  Saturday,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-one,  has  cast  a 
gloom  over  Deeside  which  will  not  pass  lightly  away. 
There  was  no  more  liberal  patron  of  the  art  when 
approached  than  Sir  William,  and  when  no  fish  were  to  be 
had  he  usually  sent  one  after  yon,  if  not  the  next  day  then 
the  day  after.   

Sir  William  owned  the  best  salmon  pools  on  the  Dee, 
and  got  the  longest  price  for  them  when  he  let  them. 
Mr.  Barclay- Harvey,  of  Dinuet,  now  comes  in  for  his  full 
lights  to  the  salmon  fishings,  and  the  Glentana  waters 
will  be  considerably  broken  up. 

The  Don  Fishery  Board  proprietors  have  at  last  opened 
proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  against 
the  Messrs.  Pirie,  of  paper  fame,  for  abstracting  the  water 
by  altering  the  bed  or  the  river,  &c.,  and  so  injuring  the 
salmon  fishings,  which  have  deteriorated  since  1880,  and 
latterly  been  rendered  useless. 


The  question  of  the  pollution  of  the  Don  is  not  touched 
in  the  meantime,  the  pursuers,  who  are  headed  by  the 
Earl  of  Kintore,  confining  themselves  to  the  abstraction 
of  water,  and  so  lowering  the  bed  of  the  river  that  salmon 
cannot  get  up  except  in  a  spate.  Defences  have  been 
lodged,  and  the  case  will  now  go  to  proof. 


A  hotel  keeper,  two  labourers,  and  a  butcher  were 
mulcted  in  the  sum  of  £3  lOs.  each  for  poaching  the  Don 
for  trout  by  means  of  a  net.  This  is  why  the  big  trout  are 
so  scarce.  The  constable,  who  caught  them  red-handed, 
■aid  it  was  a  very  bad  case,  especially  when  a  hotel  keeper 
is  mixed  up  in  it.  ___ 

Mr.  O.  H.  Renaie  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  London,  had 
good  baskets  of  sea  trout  and  finnock  in  the_  tidal  reaches 
of  the  Ythan  last  week.  The  trout  are  coming  in  about  a 
month  earlier  than  osual,  and  this  is  all  the  better  for  the 
aotumn  fiahing.   

The  later  trout  streauB  are  now  in  the  pink  of  condition. 
A  few  weeks  henoa  and  thoy  will  be  miles  too  small.  The 
Ugie  ii  doing  exceedingly  well. 


Grilse  are  coming  on  the  coast  in  more  gratifying 
numbers  and  heavier  weights.  From  a  dozen  to  a  score 
are  being  got  at  the  various  stations  on  the  east  coast,  but 
till  there  are  from  KX)  to  l&O  in  place  of  these  the  thick  of 
the  s«a«on'i  run  will  not  be  felt. 


The  AV>erdeen  Natural  History  Society  paid  a  visit  to 
the  Nigg  Fish  Hatchery  and  Marine  Laboratory  on 
Saturday,  and  were  delighted  with  all  they  saw.  "  Para- 
sites "  was  Mr.  Bct^tt  s  theme,  and  he  showed  some 
curious  specimens  found  chiefly  on  diseased  gill  covers. 


Sea  lice  are  the  only  parasites  welcomed  with  joy.  They 
are  found  on  the  napes  of  the  neck  of  the  fre^-nm  fish, 
and  are  regarded  as  a  sure  sign  that  Salmo  salar  has  not 
many  days  previously  left  the  briny. 

Among  visitors  staying  at  CraigeUachie,  on  the  Spey, 
and  having  a  cast  of  an  evening,  may  be  mentioned  the 
Earl  of  Bomney,  Sir  Balph  Hair,  and  Lady  Florence 
Hair,  &c.   Lady  Florence  has  had  some  good  treating. 

Loch  anglers  are  now  having  a  brisk  time  of  it,  and 
heavy  baskets  are  the  order  of  the  day.  Some  good 
records  for  the  season  were  made  on  Lochleven  last  week, 
in  which  some  lady  anglers  came  well  to  the  front. 


Sport  on  the  DeverOn,  Don,  and  Spey  is  very  backward, 
owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water  and  the  disappearance 
of  fish  from  the  coast.  There  was  a  better  show  of  grilse 
at  the  Deveron  mouth  a  month  ago  than  there  is  now. 

On  the  Tweed  last  week  a  heavy  run  of  salmon  was 
experienced,  and  gladdened  the  hearts  of  the  netters,  who 
up  till  now  have  been  badly  hit  indeed.  They  cannot  net 
them  all,  so  aaglers  may  look  oat.     Special  Scotch. 


[provincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last,  June  7,  at 
the  headquarters.    Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.    The  meeting  was  well 
attended.    The  minntes  of  the  previous  meeting,  held  on 
May  6,  were  read  and  adopted,  after  which  a  report  was 
given  in  re  the  removal  of  the  Seymour  Society  from  the 
Britannia   Inn,   Sherbonrne-road,   to  the  Sherbourne 
Tavern,  Longmore-street.    The  report,  as  given  in,  did 
not  show  that  the  removal  was  necessary.    Under  the 
circumstances,  the  committee  refused  to  grant  the  applica- 
tion. A  charge  of  misconduct  against  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Cradley  and  Birmingham  Societies  was  investigated. 
The  offence  was  one  of  using  bad  language,  and  insulting 
one  of  the  station  masters  on  the  Severn  Valley  line  on 
Sunday,  May  6  last,    A  letter  was  read  from  the  station 
master,  and  his  statement  was  corroborated  by  one  of  the 
members  of  the  committee.   The  committee,  after  fully 
considering  the  serious  nature  of  the  offence,  unani- 
mously  decided  to  expel  the  man  for  the  term  of 
three  years  from  the  whole  range  of  affiliated  clabs. 
The   business    relating   to   the   annual    contest  was 
next  taken,  when  several  places  were  mentioned,  but 
as  Abingdon  gave  such  great  satisfaction  last  year  it  was 
decided  to  again  recommend  the  place  to  the  delegates  at 
the  next  general  meeting.    It  was  also  resolved  to  make  a 
grant  of  £70  for  prize  money,  and  in  the  event  of  Abingdon 
being  selected  it  was  passed  by  the  committee  that  the  sum 
of  five  ([aineas  be  presented  to  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  for  restocking  purposes.      It  was 
also  resolved  to  adopt  the  Thames  scale  of  measurement, 
and  that  the  whole  of  the  rules  that  governed  last  year's 
contest  be  adopted.    Messrs.  Coles  and  Dance  were 
appointed  to  act  as  referees,  with  power  to  add  two  local 
men  to  assist  them  in  marking  the  ground  out.    The  final 
arrangements  will  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  committee. 
The  Wolverhampton  Angling  Society,  which  hold  their 
meetings  at  the  Vine  Hotel,  Stafford-street,  Wolver- 
hampton, intend  holding  a  contest  on  Monday  next.  They 
have  obteined  permission  from  Lord  Hatherton  and  the 
Stafford  and  Worcester  Canal  Co.  to  fish  the  canal  at 
Teddesley.    The  competition  will  be  of  three  hours' 
duration — from   3.30    to    6.30   p.m.     The  entrance 
fee    is   fixed  at  one  shiUing.    The  committee '  desire 
all  the  competitors  to  take  their  bait  cans,  and  if 
possible  to  keep  alive  all  fish  that  are  caught  during  the 
contest,  so  that  they  may  be  taken  and  emptied  into  the 
olub  water  at  Penkridge  for  restocking  purposes.    A  fish 
carrier  for  this  purpose  will  be  provided.    Some  first-class 
prizes  are  offered.    On  Tuesday  last  we  had  one  of  the 
most  violent  thunderstorms  that  has  been  known  for  some 
years.   About  six  o'clock  the  clouds  began  to  gather,  and 
about  half  an  hoar  afterwards  the  storm  burst  over  the 
city.   The  lightning  for  about  twenty  minutes  was  very 
vivid,  and  the  thunder  crashed  alarmingly.    Bain  fell  in 
streams,  and  at  the  height  of  the  storm  there  was  a 
terrific  fall  of  hail,  many  of  the  stones  being  as  large  as 
marbles.   The  storm  also  extended  over  all  parts  of  the 
Midlands.  The  heavy  rainfall  has  rendered  the  atmosphere 
very  much  cooler,  and  will  no  doubt  freshen  up  our  rivers 
and  streams  for  the  opening  of  the  season,  to  which  a 
large  number  of  our  members  are  looking  forward.  It 
will  help  considerably  to  put  the  fish  on  the  move,  and  eel 
fishing  just  now  should  be  at  its  very  best.    Several  of  our 
clubs  are  holding  contests  on  the  opening  day.  These 
contests  will  be  chiefly  fished  in  the  canals  at  Alrewas  and 
Fazeley.    The  Droitwioh  Canal  will  also  receive  a  large 


Thk  Opinion  ok  bvkiiy  Enqmshman  la  that  liborty  of  apeeoh 
and  action  in  the  blrtbrlKht  of  ov»ry  free  man.  "  Brllon«  never 
Hhall  be  Blaren  "  in  one  of  the  moHt  popular  of  our  national  son^^s, 
and,  ai  a  matter  of  faot,  It  is  InipoBBible  for  nlavery  to  oxlat  under 
the  protecting  ahadow  of  the  Britiah  Bag.  In  the  same  manner, 
men  oannot  remain  bound  by  the  tyrannic  abankloa  of  dlaeano  ll 
they  will  place  thomHelvea  under  the  healing  tulluenca  of  UoUo- 
way'n  I'lUa  and  Ointment,  Their  aurceaa  In  all  parts  of  the  world 
la  now  a  familiar  itory,  and  it  la  only  neoeaaary  to  Hay  hers  ther* 
la  DO  known  dlaorder  that  oannot  be  apeedily  oured  or  relieved  by 
them. 


amount  of  patronage,  as  the  members  of  the  Lamp 
Society  visit  this  canal  on  Sunday  next.  Some  very  decent 
trout  have  been  taken  during  the  last  few  days,  but  none 
of  them  have  been  very  large.  Two  gentlemen,  fishing  a 
private  water  near  to  Kenilworth,  took  six  brace,  the 
largest~fish  weighing  about  12oz. ;  the  others  were  smalL 
Some  small  fish  have  also  been  taken  from  the  Severn  and 
Blythe. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  June  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association,  under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  Blythe  Kemp,  the  Dake  of  York  Angling  Socie^ 
was  affiliated  to  the  association,  and  the  Albion  Assooift- 
lion's  application  to  fish  an  open  match  on  Aug.  25  wai 
granted.  The  said  match  wiU  take  place  on  the  river 
Anoholme  at  Ferriby  Sluice ;  the  members'  match  and 
challenge  cup  competition  of  the  Hull  Amalgamation  to 
take  place  on  August  Bank  Holiday.  The  registrar 
reported  that  603  privilege  tickets  to  members  had  already 
been  issued  this  season,  after  which  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  till  Wednesday  evening  next.  To-day  (Satur- 
day) the  annual  open  match  and  Cutting  challenge  cup 
competition  of  the  Hull  Angb'ng  Preservation  Society  will 
take  place  on  the  Anoholme  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  the  steamer 
Her  Majesty  being  engaged  to  convey  the  anglers  from 
the  Hull  Victoria  Pier  at  2  p.m.  to  the  Sluice,  and  this 
being  the  first  excursion  down  the  Humber  this  season  no 
doubt  there  wiU  be  a  great  muster  of  our  local  rodsters, 
especially  as  it  is  the  opening  day  for  coarse  fish,  which  has 
been  looked  forward  to  with  great  expectations ;  and  as  a 
number  of  clubs  have  entered  teams  in  the  cup  the  affair  will 
be  both  interesting  and  excitable,  for  the  winning^  team 
are  to  be  presented  with  a  gold  medal  each  ;  and  in  the 
match  there  are  a  number  of  valuable  prizes,  so,  therefore, 
all  that  is  needed  is  fine  weather  to  make  the  excursion  a 
thoroughly  enjoyable  one,  and  if  it  be  anything  like  it  has 
been  in  this  district  for  the  past  few  days  the  affair  will 
be  a  great  success;  for  it  has  been  simply  splendid,  and 
to-day  (Wednesday)  rather  cloudy,  with  a  nice  south- 
westerly breeze — an  ideal  angling  day.  During  _  the  past 
week  or  so  a  few  nice  trout  have  been  met  with  in  the 
river  Hall,  the  best  fish  shown  being  one  that  scaled 
21b.  ISoz.  This  good  fish  was  caught  by  Mr.  G.  Dixon, 
the  president  of  the  Central  Hull  Association,  at 
Wilfholme  Ferry.  Some  very  heavy  fiah  are  also  moving 
in  the  lower  waters  below  Beverley  Beckend  down  to 
Wawne.  Ledger  fishermen  are  having  some  very  good 
sport  amongst  flounders  and  eels,  some  of  the  latter 
running  from  Jib.  to  lib.  each.  The  Driffield  Hearts  of 
Oak  Angling  Society  fished  their  last  match  at  WUfholme, 
Messrs.  C.  Wood,  A.  Waites,  and  G.  W.  Stockton  taking 
the  first  three  prizes.  The  County  Angling  Association 
also  fished  a  match  on  the  river  at  Grovehill,  Messrs.  J. 
Helm,  J.  W.  Turner,  and  F.  Elvin  being  the  first  three 
winners;  and  at  Hull  Bridge,  the  Hull  Osborne 
Angling  Society  fished  a  match,  Mr.  H.  Cousens 
securing  the  first  prize  with  31b.  7\oz.  The  Horn's 
Angling  and  Recreation  Club  fished  their  second 
match  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  at  Broom  fleet, 
when  Messrs  J.  Welbon,  J.  Gascoigne,  and  C.  Heall 
were  declared  the  first  three  prizemen ;  and  the  East  Hull 
Band  A.S.  selected  the  Burstwick  Drain  at  Hedon  to  decide 
their  second  match  of  the  season,  and  although  not  much 
fish  was  caught,  the  day  was  thoroughly  enjoyed,  and  at 
the  conclusion  Messrs.  Gale,  J.  Lawson,  and  J.  Bolton 
were  awarded  the  first  three  honours.  The  coarse  fish 
season,  which  opens  to-day  (June  16) ,  promises  to  be  a  very 
good  one  in  this  district,  for  most  of  our  local  waters  are 
well  stocked  with  fish,  and  at  the  Beckends  shoals  of  large 
fish  are  to  be  seen  scouring  themselves ;  and  on  the  Hall 
and  tributaries  fish  are  on  the  rise  in  all  quarters,  especially 
dace,  which  are  greedily  devouring  aquatic  insects  and 
grubs  at  the  becsends  and  eddies.  The  season  is  also 
likely  to  be  a  very  good  one  both  on  the_  Ancholme  and 
Ludd,  which  rivers  are  fairly  teeming  with  fish  in  some 
parts.  On  Saturday  next  the  Hull  Town  Angling  Society 
will  run  their  annual  (open  match  on  the  Ancholme  at 
Ferriby  Sluice  ;  time  and  entries  as  usual. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Chorley  and  District  Angling  Society  opened  the 
season  with  a  match  at  Wildbank  Reservoir,  twenty-five 
members  competing,  who  altogether  took  300  fish.  The 
following  is  the  prize  list :  Messrs.  R.  Booth,  J.  Smith, 
E.  Charlson,  and  J.  Chadwick,  all  fish  being  returned  to 
the  water,  and  the  members  returned  to  uie  clubhouse. 
The  rest  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  a  "  social,"  at 
which  the  prizes  were  presented.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a 
large  entry  wiU  be  accorded  to  the  All-England  open 
match,  promoted  by  the  Wigan  A,  A.,  annoanoed  to  be 
fished  at  Worsley  on  the  30th.  Mr.  Levi  Booth,  20. 
Wallgate,  Wigan.  is  in  charge,  and  will  supply  fall 
particulars  on  application.  Several  matches  arranged  for 
Whit  week  were  sadly  "off,"  and  failed  to  supply  the 
pleasure  anticipated.  One  example  may,  perhaps,  illus- 
trate. Fifty-one  rods  from  one  olub  fished  from  7  a.m. 
to  12  noon,  and  never  landed  one  fish.  Another  club  not 
quite  so  strong  only  got  two  fish  in  four  hours. 
The  following  items  are  from  Warrington:  The  Royal 
Exchange  Club  will  fish  their  contest  on  Aug.  19. 
at  Vale  Royal.  On  and  after  to-day  the  general 
secretary  of  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  must  be 
addrcBsed  in  all  letters,  Mr.  Peter  Knight,  26,  Hewitt- 
street,  Latchford,  Warrington.  At  the  last  monthly 
meeting  of  the  committee  it  was  resolved  to  tieh  the 
annual  contests  as  follows:  First  match  Thursday, 
Aug.  16,  Shropshire  Union  Canal,  at  Beeston  Castle; 
second  match,  Saturday,  Aug.  18,  river  Weaver,  at  Vale 
Royal.  The  Bollin  is  closed  until  the  hay  grass  is  out. 
News  from  Liverpool  is  rather  meagre.  The  Nelson 
Angling  Society's  meeting  was  thinly  attended.  Their 
waters  at  Raby  have  been  well  patronised.    On  the  27th 
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;  the  prizes  offered  in  the  open  competition  will  be  distri- 
;  bnted.   Lancashire  roda  away  at  Llanymyneoh  daring  the 
i  holidays  do  not  appear  to  have  had  good  sport,  the  streams 
being  so  low.   The  Oldham  anglers  were  there  in  force 
last  week,  but  no  ezcitiDg  sport  is  reported  ;  a  few  pike 

•  and  bream  were  in  evidence.  Our  rivers  for  some  time 
i  have  been  so  low  as  to  afford  very  little  chance  of  getting 
i  near  a  fish.  Locals  will  be  gl^  to  learn  that  prospects 
1  are  good  at  Dogdyke. 

j  FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

'  At  last  we  are  having  a  spell  of  hot  weather,  and  tr9ut 
I  anglsrs  are  now  generally  becoming  very  busy.  Sport 
:  this  week  has  shown  a  decided  improvement,  and  most 
[  waters  have  yielded  satisfactory  baskets  of  fish.  Evening 
i  has  been  a  capital  time  to  operate  with  the  fly,  and  anglers 
•■  have  found  this  time  of  the  day  most  remunerative. 

Bottom  fishermen  have  also  had  a  succession  of  good  days 
I  of  late,  and,  with  the  waters  vastly  improved  by  the  recent 
I  rains,  tront  fishermen  shonld  now  have  a  good  run_  of 
I  sport.  On  most  of  the  Fen  waters  fishermen  are  making 
I  preparations  for  the  coarse  fishiog  season,  which  opens 
to-day  (Saturday).  The  reports  which  have  come  to  hand 
show  that  the  prospects  were  never  better,  although  Bp3rt 
.  may  be  delayed  for  a  short  time  pending  the  catting  of 
\  the  weeds,  which  has  already  been  commenced. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Good  Intent  A.S.  are  due  at  Middlewood  on 
Jane  16  to  open  the  season  with  their  first  match,  Mr. 
Harkham,  the  secretary,  announcing  designs  on  a  certain 
bit  of  silver  plate.  An  important  meeting  of  the  Moss 
Side  Social  A.S.  is  caUed  for  the  18th,  to  re-consider  the 
venue  of  their  first  contest,  which  is  now  arranged  for 
Drinkwater  Park.  At  present  the  dates  are  Jane  30  and 
July  1  and  2.  The  secretary  calls  special  attention  in  his 
notice  to  Eule  18.  The  FaUsworth  A.S.  fished  their 
annual  match  on  June  9  at  Llanymynech,  but  only 
succeeded  in  getting  rid  of  their  prizes  with  moderate 
results  to  the  following:  Messrs.  Wm.  Winterbottom, 
W.  Hy.  Taylor,  J.  Preston,  W.  Ashby,  ami  J.  Clowes. 
The  draw  they  have  promoted  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  B. 
Winterbottom  must  now  be  concluded,  and  all  tickets, 
&c.,  should  be  returned  by  the  18th,  as  the  draw 
takes  place  on  the  20th.  The  Bank  of  England 
A.S.  have  arranged  to  open  the  season  on  June  24 
with  a  match  at  Poynton,  in  the  canal.  Final  arrange- 
ments wUl  be  made  at  the  next  ordinary  meeting. 
The  members  of  the  Hnline  Crown  A.S.  fish  their  first 
match  on  July  1,  but  the  venue  is  not  given.  Several  city 
and  district  rods  have  been  on  a  visit  to  Ireland,  and 
return  with  good  reports  of  sport.  One  basket  of  trout 
was  eighteen  fish  over  201b.  Others  away  at  Llanymynech 
complain  of  great  scarcity  of  water,  so  they  went  for 
gudgeon  in  the  canal.  Some  good  baskets  have  been 
made  by  dapping  with  the  natural  Stone  Fly.  Two 
I  baskets  of  131b.  and  141b.  are  mentioned  from  the  Greta. 
Bait  is  still  difficult  to  get,  bat  a  few  days  of  the  present 
heat  wiU  do  wonders  in  the  way  of  increasing  the  supply 
of  maggots,  which  at  present  are  very  small.  Arrange- 
ments are  being  made  in  this  city  for  the  weighing-in  of 
fish  caught  by  locals  who  happen  to  be  members  of  the 
Waniagton  Anglers'  Association,  and  this  will  no  doubt 
be  a  great  convenience. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

There  is  very  little  doing  here  just  now.  The  roach  are 
still  spawning  on  the  Bure,  and  the  bream  do  not  appear 
to  have  commenced  in  some  places,  so  that  there  will  not 
be  much  prospect  of  sport  for  some  days ;  in  fact,  the  end 
of  the  month  will  be  quite  early  enough  for  coarse  fishing. 
Trout  fishing  has  been  poor  owing  to  the  thundery  weather, 
which  has  put  them  quite  off. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  ordinary  season  opens  to-day  (Saturday),  and 
anglers  wiU  doubtless  enjoy  good  sport  in  the  streams,  in 
which,  at  present,  chub,  barbel,  roach,  and  dace  are 
located.  The  Trent,  at  the  period  of  writing,  was  low 
and  clear,  and  the  caddis  grub  was  in  extensive  demand. 
It  is  a  most  killing  bait  used  on  light  tackle.  Trout 
fishers  have  again  scored  on  the  Dover  Beck  and  Greet, 
and  at  the  mouth  of  the  latter  river  Mr.  E.  Bayley  has 
Unded  a  brace  weighing  within  a  few  ounces  of  41b.  Mr. 
J.  Theaker,  the  well-known  taekle  dealer,  has  a  supply  on 
the  market  of  caddis  grnba,  and  those  anxious  to  secure  a 
stock  would  do  well  to  communicate  with  him.  Compared 
with  previous  seasons,  the  grubs  are  very  scarce. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Local  anglers  are  looking  forward  with  eagerness  to  the 
opening  of  the  coarse  fishiog  season,  and  the  week-end  will 
see  thousands  on  their  favourite  fishing  grounds, 
particularly  in  Lincolnshire.  The  fish  are  late,  particularly 
roach,  and  not  in  good  condition,  and  it  will  be  a  week  or 
two  before  they  are  right.  The  heavy  rains  we  have 
eipeiienced  this  week  will  do  an  immense  amount  of  good, 
and  the  waters  will  be  in  grand  condition.  The  fall  has 
also  done  good  to  the  trout  streams,  and  we  may  expect 
excellent  results  this  week-end.  Early  in  the  week  there 
were  eome  SOO  anglers  at  Axey  fishing  in  the  Warping 
drains,  and  most  of  them  met  with  good  resnlts,  though 
the  fish  were  in  very  poor  condition.  The  catch  consisted 
largely  of  bream,  a  roach  being  secured  here  and  there. 

•  The  bream  ran  to  a  good  size,  some  drawing  the  scale  at 
1  from  2ilb.  to  31b.   Several  Shefflelders  secured  about  181b. 

apiece,  and  one  angler  in  particular  grassed  5st.  in  two 
days,  fishing  in  the  morning  and  evening. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
The  close  season  for  all  coarse  fish  has  now  come  to  an 
end,  and  Severn  anglers  should  have  a  good  time  among 
the  pike,  roach,  chub,  dace,  and  perch.    The  river  is  low, 
but  otherwise  in  satisfactory  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom 


baits.  Visiting  anglers  will  do  well  to  make  Shrewsbury. 
Uffington,  or  Cound  their  headquarters.  Many  miles  ot 
unsurpassed  mixed  fishing  is  open  to  holders  of  the 
monthly  or  yearly  tickets  of  the  Shropshire  Angling 
Association,  and  coarse  fish  anglers  need  only  possess 
the  authority  of  that  body  to  angle  in  most  parts  of  the 
river.  Trout  licences  are  unnecessary  if  coarse  fish  solely 
are  fished  for.  Tront  fishing  in  the  Severn  continues  most 
unsatisfactory,  but  the  Rea  and  other  tributaries  have 
yielded  a  few  nice  fish. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Quite  a  change  has  come  over  the  scene  since  the  last 
aotea  were  penned.  Rain  was  wanted  both  by  anglers  and 
agriculturists,  and  in  the  middle  of  last  week  the  weather 
broke,  ard  has  ever  since  been  uncertain  and  fitful  in  its 
characteristics.  The  warmth,  also,  was  welcome,  and 
there  should  no  longer  be  unceasing  complaints  about  the 
dearth  of  natural  flies.  The  song  of  "  Low  and  clear  "  in 
regard  to  fishing  streams  has  died  away  in  most  quarters, 
and  there  seems  a  possibility  of  directly  opposite  con- 
ditions being  set  up  judging  from  the  accounts  of  thunder- 
storms which  have  for  a  week  past  prevailed  with  most 
unuBual  regularity  for  early  sammer.  The  freshes  from 
the  mountajna  and  the  dales  have  greatly  improved  the 
Swale  and  its  tributaries,  and  more  trout  than  of  late 
have  been  taken.  On  the  club  waters  below  Kirby moor- 
side  there  has  been  good  sport,  the  May  Fly  proving  a 
useful  cast.  Above  the  town  parties  have  done  better 
with  smaller  flies.  Fair  sport  obtains  with  the  worm  n 
the  deep  waters  of  Bedale  Beck.  Tront  have  been  bad  to 
take,  even  with  the  fly,  on  the  shallows,  but  the  prospects 
improved  with  the  change  of  weather.  The  Nidd  pros- 
pects have  considerably  brightened.  Fishing  with  fly  on 
the  Wharfe  continues  good.  Fine  dishes  may  be  secured 
with  up-stream  worm.  Evening  fishing  in  these  waters  is 
delightful,  and  good  baskets  have  been  accounted  for. 
The  Knotted  and  Grew  Midges,  the  Blue  Partridge,  the 
Light  Needle,  and  Brown  Owl  should  prove  destructive 
flies  in  the  present  warm  weather.  Angling  is  looking  up 
on  the  Rye  and  Riocall  (Helmsley).  The  recent  freshets 
have  done  something  towards  clearing  the  Esk  bed  in  the 
Whitby  district,  and  allowing  the  fish  to  get  out  to  sea. 
Fishing  with  minnow  is  now  in  progress,  and  remunerative 
sport  is  sure  to  follow  the  rain — if  there  is  not  too  much. 
Several  successful  catches  have  lately  been  recorded. 
York  anglers  are  doing  tolerably  well  in  their  waters, 
notably  the  A.C.  in  their  stream  at  Pocklington,  where 
Bome_  exceptionally  good  doings  are  recorded.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  Tadcaster  A.S.,  on  June  7,  prizes  were 
given  to  members  for  the  be^t  specimens  of  fish  caught 
during  the  season,  namely:  W.  Waites,  pike;  A.  Hooke, 
perch;  W.  Waites,  chub ;  A.  B.  Studdart,  roach;  A.  E. 
Stoddart,  eel ;  W.  H.  Barker,  barbel ;  J.  Thompson, 
grayling;  T.  Hale,  dace;  J.  Hopkins,  tront;  G.  Neill, 
flounder  ;  and  Thomas  Pitts,  gudgeon. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
X.  Y.  Z. — If  you  want  to  keep  shrimps  alive  you  most 
keep  them  in  salt  water,  and  pat  some  sand  in.  To  pre- 
serve shrimps  for  bait,  boil  them,  and  then  put  them  into 
a  bottle  with  glycerine.  Fill  it  up  loosely  first  with  the 
shrimps,  and  then  pour  on  some  glycerine,  and  shake 
gently,  and  cork  up  ;  they  will  keep  a  long  time  this  way. 
The  skins  shotdd  be  left  on.  Prawns  for  salmon  fishing 
are  treated  this  way.  Yon  should  not  use  steel  wire  in 
salt  water. 

G.  Williams-. — Your  newsagent  ought  to  be  able  to 
supply  you  with  the  Fishing  Gazette  every  Saturday 
morning.  But  you  must  remember  you  are  seventy  miles 
away  from  London.  However,  your  best  plan,  in  order  to 
have  it  "  on  your  breakfast  table  on  Saturday  morning," 
is  to  send  10s.  6d.  postal  order  addressed  "  Manager,"  and 
it  will  be  posted  to  yon  regularly  for  twelve  months. 


We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.^ 

PRECOCIOUS  RAINBOWS. 

Dear  Mr.  Mabston,— When  walking  late  last  night 
along  our  ponds  watching  the  older  fish  at  their  usual 
evening  exercise,  the  two  and  three-year-old  ponds  all  alive 
with  fish  jumping  for  the  fly,  of  which  there  had  been  a 
particularly  good  rise  towards  8  p.m.,  I  noticed  that  a 
good  many  of  the  flies  as  they  were  tiredly  settling  on  the 
fry  ponds,  too,  were  chased  after  by  little  beggars  of  rain- 
bows that  bad  only  been  placed  into  these  ponds  out  of  the 
floating  nnrsery  boxes  the  day  before. 

Three  or  four  of  these  tiny  fish — not  an  inch  and  a  half 
long  each — fry  that  had  been  fed  on  fresh  sea  fish  up  to 
then,  would  go  for  the  fly  as  it  settled  on  the  water,  and 
would  attract  other  fish  through  sheer  jealousy  till  quite  a 
swarm  of  them  gathered  round  a  fly  a  good  bit  bigger  than 
any  of  them  to  pull  it  to  pieces  as  best  they  might. 

Towards  nine  o'clock  it  was  getting  too  dark  to  see 
much,  but  I  should  say  every  one  of  the  20,000  little  fish 
in  the  pond  was  then  skimming  as  near  the  surface  as 
possible  tearing  away  at  the  flies  as  they  dropped  down. 

I  have  bottled  one  whole  fly  and  a  few  of  the  fry  for 
yoa,_  and  also  a  few  remnants  of  the  fly  as  I  found  them 
floating  about  on  the  pond  this  morning.  The  fish  have 
evidently  left  nothing  but  the  parts  too  lw,rd  for  their  tiny 
mouths. 

I  am  sending  you  a  photo  of  the  particular  fry  pond, 
showing  at  the  same  time  the  floating  screens  (at  A) 
which  we  use  on  oar  ponda  to  prevent  poaching,  to  act  ai 


nurseries  for  insect  life,  and  to  afford  shade  and  shelter  to 
the  fish. 

These  screens  are  formed  by  two  stakes  being  thrown 
across  a  pond,  or,  if  the  pond  is  wide,  by  floating  a  skeleton 
raft  on  it,  and  we  place  between  these  stakes  floating  on 
the  water  water  plants  such  as  our  neighbouring  brook 
^ass.  Watercress  is  excellent  for  these  screens,  and  so 
IS  the  starwort,  but  in  default  of  these  any  light  green 
water  plants  will  do  if  thrown,  roots  and  all,  on  to  the 
screen.  We  find  oenanthe  do  well,  and  also  the  small 
duckweed  (lemna  minor).  Plants  that  are  generally  firmly 
rooted  in  the  bed  of  the  brook  (like  oenanthe)  wiU  send 
out  little  feeding  roots  from  the  screens,  and  flourish  quite 
well  there  without  earth. 

On  fishing,  the  screens  are  easily  removed  and  easily 
replaced,  and  their  value  as  nurseries  for  the  lymnae  and 
other  shell  fish  is  great,  besides  their  producing  oxygen 
and  being  the  only  reliable  antidote  in  ponds  against  the 
slimy  frog-spittle  and  flannelweed  so  much  dreaded  by 
amateurs.  Wherever  the  screen,  with  its  li|;ht-coloured 
healthy  plants,  spreads  its  shade  the  alga;  disappear,  or 
at  least  are  kept  under. — Yours  truly,  8.  Jaffie. 

Sandfort  Trout  Fishery,  Osnabiiick,  Hanover. 

RAINBOWS  IN  THE  WYRE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  to-day  (June  11)  superintended  the 
placing  of  7000  beautiful  yearling  rainbows  in  the  tribu- 
taries feeding  the  Wyre.  This  fact  will,  no  doubt,  be 
nteresting  to  many  of  your  readers,  and  now  that  the 
river  is  clear  of  poUation  they  will,  it  is  hoped,  give  a 
good  account  of  themselves  in  connection  with  our  fishing 
competitions  here. — Yours  truly,      Andrew  Heney. 

A  CORRECTION. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  read  a  report  in  your  paper 
of  my  lecture  on  fish  culture.    I  really  have  no  time  to 
show  you  all  the  mistakes  in  detail,  but'I  have  underlined 
them. 

Personally,  I  don't  care  a  bit,  but  Herr  Jaffe 
seems  very  anxioas  that  one  thing  at  least  should  be 
corrected,  and  that  is  "that  I  saw  a  lot  of  dead  fish  in 
the  ponds  when  I  went  to  Germany."  Of  coarse  the 
whole  thing  is  nonsense.  What  I  said  was  that  carp  were 
sold  dead  at  the  pondside  for  6d.  per  lb.,  meaning  that 
there  was  no  cost  of  carriage,  as  the  country  people  came 
to  the  pondside  to  buy  the  fish,  and  took  them  away  with 
them,— Yours  truly,  Petee  Oemeod. 

June  7. 

[We  are  sorry  that  some  errors  crept  into  the  report 
sent  to  us,  but  the  following  corrections  from  Capt. 
Ormrod  will,  it  is  hoped,  put  matters  straight:  "1.  My 
ponds  are  earth  and  not  made  of  concrete,  the  consequence 
is  they  abonnd  in  vegetation.  2.  I  described  how  the  wild 
fish  spawned  in  the  streams.  3.  Did  not  specify  time ; 
that  depends  on  such  a  variety  of  circumstances,  especially 
temperature  of  the  water.  4.  The  wUd  ova  at  the  exhibi- 
tion was  much  more  highly  coloured  than  that  from  pond 
fish.  _  5.  Gradually  brought  the  temperature  of  the 
hatching-house  water  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  water 
in  the  ponds  they  were  going  to  be  put  into.  6.  Described 
about  fish  breeding  in  Germany.  I  never  said  the  methods 
were  not  satisfactory,  or  that  I  saw  dead  fish  in  the  ponds. 
7.  Advised  my  audience,  if  they  wished  to  remain  fisher- 
men, they  had  better  not  be  pisciculturists,  and  gave  the 
reasons." — Ed.]  _____ 

THAMES  RE-STOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  kindly  allow  me  to  state  that  I 
have  received  the  following  letter  from  the  New  Albion 
Piscatorial  Society  :  "  Sir, — I  brought  the  T.R  A.  circular 
before  our  meeting  on  Thursday  last,  but  am  sorry  to  say 
we  were  unable  to  appoint  a  delegate.  I  am,  however, 
authorised  to  forward  you  P.O.  value  10.  6d.,  and  we  wish 
yourself  and  the  association  every  success. — Yours  truly, 
0.  E,  Allen  (Sec.)." 

I  may  add  that  the  T.R.A.  feel  very  gratified  in  being 
able  to  enrol  the  name  of  another  angling  society  upon  its 
list  of  subscribers. — Yours  truly, 

P.  H.  Amphlett  (Hon.  Sec,  pro  tern.). 


FISH  AND  THEIR  ENEMIES. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  (Fishing  Gazette, 
p.  438,  June  9,  1900),  for  a  somewhat  similar  destruction, 
or  distortion,  of  the  fin  rays  of  trout,  may  I  refer  him  to 
accounts  given  of  specimens  obtained  from  several  Scottish 
localities,  viz. :  1.  The  Gonar  Burn,  poisoned  by  lead 
washings  from  the  LeadhiUs  Mines,  in  Lanarkshire ;  2. 
Loch  Enoch,  apparently  free  from  any  "  pollution  "  of  its 
water ;  3.  Loch-na-Murachan,  in  Islay,  also  free  from 
pollution  ;  4.  River  Carron,  in  Stirlingshire,  poisoned  and 
polluted  by  soda  leys  and  paper  mills.  These  accounts  are 
written  by  Dr.  Ramsay  H.  Traquair,  of  Edinburgh,  and 
appear  in  two  or  three  different  parts  of  "  The  Annals  of 
Scottish  Natural  History "  (David  Douglas,  Edinburgh, 
publisher),  edited  by  Professor  Trail,  Mr.  Wm.  Eagle- 
Clarke,  and  myself.  We  are  anxious  to  obtain  further 
statistics  of  tailless  trout,  or  trout  with  deformed  taUs.  I 
cannot,  up  here,  give  more  exact  references  to  volumes  or 
numbers  of  the  magazine. — Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Habvie  Brown. 

P.S. — By  the  way,  the  Upper  Dee  must  be  yielding 
well.  But  are  these  fish  killed  by  fly,  or  by  prawn  and 
minnow  ?  I  believe  prawn  and  minnow  are  tabooed  at 
Balmoral.— J.  H.  B.   

TROUT  AND  PIKE  IN  LOCH  AWE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  refrained  from  noticing  "  Tay- 
chreggan's  "  letter  on  above  subject  until  now,  as,  having 
no  personal  experience  of  Loch  Awe,  I  wished  first  to  show 
the  correspondence  to  the  friend  who  was  my  authority 
for  stating  that  the  trout  fishing  there  had  deteriorated 
rather  than  improved  since  efforts  were  made  to  eztermi- 
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nate  the  pike.  My  friend  has  a  very  long  experience  of 
Loch  Awe,  having  visited  it  reifnlarly  for  many  yeara  past, 
and  as  his  visits  are  not  mere  flying  ones,  his  stay  generally 
running  to  a  month  or  more  at  a  time,  he  is  entitled  to 
speak  with  authority  on  the  subject.  He  now  writes  me 
as  follows  :  "  Trout  fishing  in  Loch  Awe  has  deteriorated, 
but  the  pike  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  They  do  a 
great  deal  more  good  than  harm,  besides  giving  better 
sport  than  any  other  fish  in  the  looh.  I  have  caught  over 
200  in  three  years,  and  have  only  found  trout  in  about  six 
of  them.  They,  as  a  rule,  feed  on  perch,  which  are  the 
real  enemies  of  the  trout.  I  have  taken  five  perch  out  of 
a  pike  of  olb.  A  trout  of  Jib.  in  good  condition  can  get 
out  of  the  way  of  any  pike  in  Loch  Awe.  Moreover,  pike 
and  trout  do  not  inhabit  the  same  bays,  and  it  is  only  when 
the  pike  are  on  the  prowl  that  they  occasionally  capture  a 
trout."  I  take  this  opportunity  of  disclaiming  any  inten- 
tion of  decrying  the  fishing  in  Loch  Awe,  as  "  Tay- 
chreggan  "  appears  to  think  may  have  been  my  object  in 
bringing  the  name  of  that  loch  into  the  correspondence. 
Being  one  of  those  who  believe  that  the  mischief  done  by 
pike  in  large  lakes  is  generally  greatly  exaggerated,  my 
sole  object  in  writing  was  to  elicit  other  opinions  and 
information  on  the  subject,  and  the  ca.se  of  what  I  had 
heard  regarding  Loch  Awe  merely  occurred  to  me  as  a 
suitable  illustration  of  my  argument. — Yours  faithfully, 
  W.  F.  L. 

NEW  BROGUE  AND  BOOT  STUD. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  greatly  obliged  to  yon  for  your 
editorial  note  to  my  letter  re  the  above,  and  for  your  kind 
remarks  and  wishes  for  my  success  with  regard  to  same. 
I  am  also  indebted  to  your  correspondents,  Mr.  Yarde  and 
Mr.  Malcom,  for  their  good  wishes. 

I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Yarde's  screw,  nor  Mr.  Malcom's 
nail  and  plate  ;  neither  have  I  come  across  the  Wye 
brogue  mentioned  by  the  latter  gentleman. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Malcom's  remarks,  I  can 
emphasize  what  you  state  as  to  the  improbability  of  the 
he^s  of  my  studs  breaking  off  short.  In  the  first  place, 
the  shank  of  the  stud  is,  as  yon  say,  protected  by  the 
socket,  while  the  head  being  bedded  dead  on  to  the  socket 
prevents  any  leverage  which  would  tend  to  break  it  off. 

In  the  second  place,  the  studs  are  of  snch  strength,  and 
made  from  such  excellent  material,  that  it  is  practically, 
if  not  absolutely,  impossible  to  break  them,  as  you  can  see 
for  yourself  from  the  enclosed  samples,  which,  as  you  will 
observe,  have  been  very  severely  tested  ;  much  more 
severely,  in  my  opinion,  than  they  would  be  by  more  than 
one  season's  wear  and  tear  in  the  roughest  work. 

With  regard  to  the  cost,  as  I  have  already  intimated, 
all  will  depend  upon  whether  the  sockets  are  made  by  hand 
or  machinery,  or  cast.  The  former  process  I  quite  admit 
would  be  too  expensive,  but  neither  of  the  latter  processes 
should  be  so  costly  as  to  render  the  use  of  this  studding 
prohibitive.  Certainly  neither  of  them  will  bring  the  cost 
to  anything  like  the  figures  mentioned  by  Mr.  Malcom 
when  referring  to  the  Wye  brogue. 

I  have  hopes  of  placing  the  studding  on  the  market  at  a 
price  which  will  ensure  a  ready  sale,  and  once  it  is  adopted 
I  feel  it  will,  to  use  an  Americanism,  have  "  come  to 
stay."  The  sockets  will  be  everlasting,  and  sufficient 
studs  to  re-stud  the  whole  of  the  soles  of  the  brogues  will 
be  procurable  when  necessary  at  the  cost  of  a  few  pence. 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation  of  an  early  insertion  of  this 
letter,  and  trusting  that  I  am  not  trespassing  too  much 
upon  your  valuable  space. — Yours  faithfully, 

Geo.  H.  Matthevps. 

[The  studs  Mr.  Matthews  sends  have  evidently  been 
subjected  to  a  far  greater  strain  than  they  could  ever  get 
in  brogues,  and  the  screw  is  merely  bent  a  little.  We  hope 
Mr.  Matthews  will  be  able  to  get  the  studs  out  as  cheaply 
as  he  expects.  They  would  be  useful  for  alpine  climbing, 
as  well  aa  for  fishing  brogues  and  boots. — Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  WINDERMEaE. 
Dear  Sir, — Owing  to  general  ructions  here  last  week, 
I  omitted  to  reply  to  "  S."  as  to  the  abjve.  He  says 
my  statement  about  the  charges— 6s.  for  lake  trouting, 
and  2s.  6d.  for  the  rivers — is  misleading.  If  that  is  so,  and 
"  S."  has  any  authority,  the  best  thing  he  can  do  is  to 
instruct  the  keeper  at  Ambleside  as  to  what  the  prices 
really  are.  That  individual  told  me  I  must  take  a  season 
ticket,  2s.  Cd.,  for  the  Rothay,  when  I  said  I  could  only 
stay  between  two  and  three  hours,  so  somebody  or  other 
"  don't  know  where  they  are." — Yours  truly, 

____        E.  E.  Harrison. 

KILLARNEY  LAKES. 
_8iE,— In  continuation  of  my  letter  of  last  week.  I  now 
give  you  a  few  suggestions  for  your  readers,  whicn,  I  do 
believe,  would  help  the  fisheries,  and  make  them  what 
they  were  in  a  short  time  : 

(1)  To  limit  the  length  of  all  nets  on  fresh  and  salt 
water  estuaries,  &c.  (2)  To  increase  the  present  size  mesh 
from  IJin.  from  knot  to  knot  to  2,{in.  This  would  give 
the  undersi2i)d  fish  a  chance  of  escaping  to  the  spawning 
gronndg.  (3)  To  stop  all  netting  on  fresh  and  salt  waters 
in  .Tuly ;  in  the  No.  7  district  one  open  season  and  one 
close  season.  This  would  do  away  with  a  lot  of  poaching. 
(4)  To  increase  net  licences.  The  present  ones  are  as 
follows:  Draft  nets  ought  to  be  £C>;  same  to  bDats 
where  two  boats  are  employed,  in  proportion.  This  woald 
give  a  better  revenue  to  protect  fish  in  winter  months,  as 
our  revenue  is  very  small,  and  not  sutlicient  for  protection 
at  present.  ('>)  All  Hmiill  stroains  ought  to  bs  grated,  and 
reliable  water  bailifTs  shown  how  to  strip  fish  and  bring 
them  to  hatcheries  in  winter  months,  as  this  would  S9.ve  a 
lot  of  fish  in  Mmall  streams,  and  whose  spawn  is  uselessly 
loft  dry  in  low  water.  (G)  To  make  extra  spawning 
grounds  in  suitable  rivers  where  at  present  the  spawning 
ground  in  limited  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  rivers,  and  by 


putting  gravel  where  it  would  be  required,  as  constant 
floods  strip  the  favourite  ground,  and  leave  little  or  no 
gravel  where  it  is  mostly  needed.  (7)  Salmon  hatcheries 
to  be  established  in  the  most  suitable  places,  and  salmon 
ova  from  the  different  districts  exchanged  to  improve  the 
breed  of  fish,  as  is  done  in  the  case  of  rabbit  warrens.  (8) 
The  Government  ought  to  give  grants  for  hatcheries,  as 
without  such  aid  hatcheries  cannot  be  carried  on  success- 
fully. (9)  The  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  ought  to  have 
the  carrying  out  of  the  fishery  laws,  as  well  as  coast- 
guards. (10)  By-laws  to  give  water  bailiffs  and  the 
Constabxxlary  power  to  search  houses  along  the  river 
banks  where  nets,  spears,  gaffs,  and  other  deadly  instru- 
ments are  met  with ;  in  close  season,  to  secure  same  and 
a  penalty  inflicted.  (11)  One  general  sea  board,  where 
the  different  complaints  from  each  district  for  the  neglect 
of  water  bailiffs  or  illegal  fishing  would  be  looked  after 
and  proper  steps  were  taken  to  put  same  right.  (12)  The 
Government  to  pay  for  and  give  encouragement  to  the 
better  artificial  propagation  and  support  of  hatcheries  in 
localities  most  suitable.  This  would  soon  improve  the 
long-felt  want  and  neglected  fisheries  of  Ireland. — Yours, 
&c.,  Tim  M'Carthy 

(Angler,  late  of  !E[illarney  Lakes). 
Waterville,  co.  Kerry.  ___ 

FISHING  AT  CONG,  IRELAND. 

Sib, — I  am  hoping  to  have  a  fortnight's  fishing  in 
Ireland  about  the  latter  end  of  August,  and  thonght  of 
making  Cong  my  headquarters. 

Would  you  or  some  of  your  readers  kindly  favour  me 
with  some  practical  information  with  regard  to  the  fishing 
to  be  obtained  there  (not  fly  fishing),  cost  of  boats  and 
boatmen,  hotel  accommodation  and  charges,  and  any  other 
items  of  a  practical  nature  ? 

If  Cong  is  not  reckoned  a  good  place,  kindly  mention 
some  other  in  the  west  of  Ireland. — Yours  truly, 

,  H.  L.  C. 

A  GENEROUS  OFFER  FOR  THE  "  TOBACCO 
FUND." 

Sib,— A  large  collection  of  salmon  flies  having  lately 
come  into  my  possession,  owing  to  the  death  of  an  angler, 
and  having  selected  a  few  dozen  from  them,  I  can  send  any 
sea  angler  some  flies,  perfect  or  slightly  damaged,  at  Is. 
per  dozen,  proceeds  to  be  applied  to  your  fund  for  tobacco 
for  soldiers  from  the  war. — "Truly  yours, 

Cheltenham  Angling  Club,  G.  A.  Powell, 

39,  Leighton-road,  Cheltenham. 


FREE  FISHING  AND  THE  LIKE. 

Deab  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Mona  "  re  the  above,  which 
appeared  in  yonr  issue  of  June  2,  he  should  come  down  to 
Waterville,  co.  Kerry,  and  have  atalk  with  Tim  McCarthy ; 
who  wiU  give  him  all  the  particulars  required  about  the 
locality.  We  have  good  sea  trout  and  salmon  fishing  free 
on  Waterville  Lake,  which  yon  wiU  find  hard  to  beat. 

If  he  can  use  the  lift,  or  12ft.  rod  he  will  make  good 
bags ;  also  if  he  can  hold  the  gnn  straight  he  will  have 
all  the  sport  he  wants,  and  have  the  shooting  of  two  lakes, 
with  3000  acres  of  mixed  shoot— terms  moderate — at  the 
Anglers'  Rest.  Two  other  hotels,  one  having  60,000  acres 
of  shooting,  and  good.  In  winter  time  we  have  plenty  of 
wild  duck,  teal,  &c. 

Sea  fishing  in  great  variety.  The  village  is  on  the  sea 
shore,  only  five  minutes'  walk  from  Waterville  Lake. 
Tickets  to  fish  private  lakes  and  rivers  can  be  had  by  the 
day  or  week  on  application  to  Tim  McCarthy. 

Sea  trout  running  now  average  from  21b.  to  51b.  Peal 
are  being  taken  in  the  weirs ;  plenty  during  past  week. 
Prospects  good  owing  to  the  early  run  of  fish. — Yours 
truly,  Tim  McCarthy. 

Waterville. 

SEA  FISHING  IN  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — Waterville  for  sea  fishing  is  very  good ;  the 
bass  are  plentiful,  but  are  not  easily  taken,  owing  to 
where  they  resort  being  shallow  at  the  river  mouth.  But 
whiting,  gurnet,  pollack,  &c.,  are  easily  enough  taken ; 
boats  are  chiefly  used.  Some  rock  fishing  can  be  got  to 
the  south  of  the  village.  Moderate  accommodation  can  be 
had.  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.,  London,  supply  the  best 
paternosters  for  sea  fishing  with  their  sea  rods  with  double 
pulley  rings,  which  are  hard  to  beat.  On  hearing  from  you  I 
shall  be  glad  to  give  any  other  information. — Yours  truly, 

Waterville.  Tim  McCarthy,  Angler. 


ANTS'  EGGS  AS  A  BAIT. 
Sib, — Would  you  or  any  reader  kindly  tell  me  how  ants' 
eggs  are  fished,  and  what  kind  of  tackle  is  nsed  ?— Yours 
truly,  _____  OnEiotrs. 

IS  THERE  ANY  GOOD  FISHING  NEAR 
SWEETHEART  ABBEY  ? 
Sir,— Can  you  or  yonr  readers  tell  me  if  there  is  any 
good  trout  fishing  to  be  got  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Sweetheart  Abbey,  Dumfriesshire,  as  I  expect  to  be  in 
that  neighbourhood  during  the  month  of  August  ? — Yours 
truly,  J.  H. 

New  Abbey,  Kirkcudbright. 

THE  BEST  WIND, 
Sir,— I  notice  that  Mr.  Btrichen,  in  his  recent  very 
interesting  paper  on  salmon  angling,  tells  us,  amongst 
other  things,  now  anglers  differ  as  to  the  strength  and 
direction — especially  the  direction — of  the  wind  which,  in 
their  opinion,  goes  to  the  making  up  of  an  ideal  angling 
day.  I  was  foolish  enough  to  think  there  was  no 
difTerenoe  of  opinion  whatever  amongst  anglers  on  thesa 
points.  Certainly,  speaking  for  myself,  I  hold  certain 
opinions  on  these  matters  which  I  somehow  have  come  to 


regard  as  just  a  little  o^n  to  qnestion  on  the  laws  of 
gravity  or  the  diurnal  motion;  but,  of  course,  I  may  have 
been  living  all  the  time  in  a  fool's  paradise. 

Walton  has  something  to  say  about  the  direction  of  the 
wind.  He  quotes,  and  with  obvious  approval,  "When 
the  wind  is  in  the  east  'tis  good  for  neither  man  nor 
beast  "  ;  and  "  When  in  the  south  the  bait  is  blown  into 
the  fish's  mouth,"  though  he  is  quick  to  admit  that  fish 
may  be  taken  in  any  wind — at  least  upon  occasion.  Now, 
from  early  childhood  I  have  felt  the  sweet  reasonableness 
of  Walton's  liking  for  the  south  wind  and  his  dislike  of 
the  east ;  but  I  never  for  a  moment  imagined  that  this 
had  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  direction,  qua 
direction,  of  the  wind.  Certainly  not.  But  in  these 
latitudes  of  ours  direction  is  almost  invariably  synony- 
mous with  character ;  and  by  its  character,  and  by  it  only, 
an  angling  wind  is  to  be  judged.  A  cold  wind  is  bod, 
while  a  mild  or  warm  one  is  good.  This  is  the  law  and  the 
prophets.  Now,  in  these  islands,  if  we  must  refer  to 
winds  in  compass  points  phrase  rather  than  in  plain 
"cold"  and  "warm"  terms,  dearly  the  north  to  east 
winds  are  bad  (cold),  and  the  south  to  west,  good 
(warm).  Had  Walton  lived  and  written  in  other  climes 
and  latitudes  he  would  have  written  all  otherwise  on 
angling  winds.  Yes,  the  mere  compass  direction  of  the 
wind  does  not  matter  a  button  ;  the  temperature  of  it  is 
all  in  all. 

But  is  the  mere  direction,  the  airting  of  the  wind,  as  I 
believe  the  Scots  call  it,  of  no  consequence  whatever  ? 
Yes,  truly,  of  great  consequence.  The  direction  is  good 
when  the  wind  IdIows  upstream,  or  very  nearly  so.  I  even 
prefer  a  bad  (cold)  wind  upstream  to  a  good  (mild)  wind 
down  stream ;  bat  if  a  mUd  upstream  wind  with  lofty 
clouds  does  not  give  you  fish,  the  case  is  beyond  help.  I 
am  open  to  conversion,  bat  at  present  I  hold  this  view  of 
the  wind  for  gospel. 

As  to  what  is  exactly  meant  by  "cold"  or  "mild" 
winds,  it  is  best  left  to  the  man  in  the  street,  for  a  rough 
and  ready  test  is  here  best.  Of  course  the  mild  wind  of 
March  or  late  February  would  be  the  Arctic  blast  of  July, 
or  even  early  June,  and  cold  and  mild  are,  after  aU,  purely 
relative  terms. 

In  conclasion,  I  should  also  like  to  be  permitted  to 
state  that  this  present  May_  Fly  season  (facetiously  so- 
called)  is  in  my  humble  opinion  the  worst  on  record, 
though  on  this  point  I  shall  be  delighted  to  be  undeceived. 
— Yours  truly,  ______  Mona. 

A  QUERY  OR  TWO  FOR  "SPECIAL  SCOTCH." 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  am  interested  in  "  Special 
Scotch's"  statement  (op.  cit.  p.  437,  column  1)  that  June 
is  "  the  month  par  excellence  for  brown  trout  angling  in 
the  Ugie.  There  are  two  Ugies — N.  and  S. — which  does 
he  refer  to  ?  Also,  whichever  it  is  that  he  refers  to,  I 
would  much  wish  to  know  with  what  lure  he  has  found 
this  to  be  the  case  ? 

A  further  point  also  interesting  to  me  is  the  statement 
as  to  averages,  i.e.,  Jib ;  but  "  obtained  "  up  to  41b.  "  last 
year." 

Does  your  correspondent  include  "  fish  "  under  "  brown 
trout  "  or  "  brown  trout "  nnder  "  fish  "  ?  (Harry 
Otter,  of  piscatorial  fame,  was  surprised  when  even  a 
grilse  was  "nae  a  fush  av'  a',"  but  "jist  a  wee  bit 
g'ilsie ! ") 

I  hope  "  Special  Scotch "  won't  think  I  am  putting 
down  his  story  as  amongst  the  things  that  "  might  have 
been  "  only,  but  only  pointing  ont  a  discrepancy  in  the 
expressions  "  brown  trout  "  and  "  fish." 

But  one  more  question.  Surely  he  does  not  mean,  but 
fail  to  express,  tlmt  the  Ugie  is  principally  famed  in  Jane 
for  its  "  par  "-excellence  ? 

"  Entre  nous,"  as  the  fish  said  to  the  fisherman,  who  is 

"  Special  S  ?"    But  do  not  answer  me  if  you  think  I 

ought  to  stick  to  my  own  whiskey,  which  is  Kirkhope's 
Blend.  Glad  to  offer  you  a  dram  of  it  any  day  !  I  am 
afraid  "  noos  and  thans"  there's  mair  whuskey  going 
down  than  there  are  troots  on  the  rise  in  June — "  liere- 
abouts"  any  way. 

Of  coarse,  any  interpretation  may  be  pat  upon  these 
solemn  words. — Yours  truly,  Cakes  and  Ale._ 

[If  our  correspondent  will  send  us  a  note  for  "  Special 
Scotch "  we  will  send  it  on  to  him,  and  then  they  can 
drink  each  other's  health  in  their  respective  liniments.— 
Ed.] 

ANSWERING  ANGLING  QUERIES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  afraid  "  G."  is  rather  an  ungracious" 
person.  He  writes  a  little  innocent-looking  query  about 
Loch  Garry,  and,  wishing  to  do  what  I  could,  I  quoted 
from  Mr.  Watson  Lyall's  Guide  the  information  given 
there.  In  the  same  issue  there  appeared  a  letter  from 
myself  about  Loch  Rannoch.  "G."  politely  begins  by 
thanking  me  for  the  reply,  and  then  "  sends  me  to  the 
ropes  "  with  a  heavy  left-nander  to  the  effect  that  he  knows 
all  about  the  Sportsman's  Guide  "  very  well  indeed."  In 
round  two  he  again  knocks  me  out  by  satirically  referring 
to  my  flying  visit  to  Rannoch  as  a  "  trumpery  two  or  three 
days'  visit."  In  round  three,  and  last,  he  wins  easily  by 
the  help  of  his  "  brother-in-law,"  and  with  the  parting 
shot,  apparently  aimed  at  my  sincere  recommendation  of 
the  Dunalastair  Hotel,  that  no  one  could  be  more  kind 
than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gow,  at  the  new  Looh  Rannoch.  It 
is  a  pity  "  G."  has  somewhat  spoiled  his  graceful  tribute 
to  lovely  Loch  Rannoch  by  these  personalities,  and  if  I 
may  presume  to  pive  him  a  bit  of  advice,  it  is  to  receive  a 
friendly  wrinkle  in  the  spirit  it  is  given,  not  necessarily  ai 
an  assumption  of  superior  knowledge.— Yours  truly, 

E.  E.  H. 

Several  important  letters  unavoidably  left  over. 


AHKHiOAN  Books.— A  cntalogne  of  American  books  In  varloni 
departments  or  llleratur*  lau  be  bad  of  Bampion  Low,  Mantoe 
•od  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Duuittn'i  Qcuse,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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Occasional  Notes. 

BY  THB  EDITOK. 

The  "  Combination  Spoon  Phantom." 

"  Another  new  spinning  bait !  "  That  was  my 
exclamation  when  Mr.  Philip  Geen  called  upon 
me  the  other  day  to  show  me  a  new  invention  in 
spinning  baits  which  he  was  led  to  make  by  force 
of  circumstances. 

As  everybody  knows  who  knows  the  Thames, 
and  Loch  Tay,  and  the  river  Lyon,  Mr.  Geen  is 
a  past  master  in  the  art  of  spinning  for  large 
trout,  pike,  and  salmon.  In  his  salmon  fishing 
experiences  in  low,  bright  water  on  the  Lyon,  he 
found  that  the  phantom  and  the  spoon,  so  deadly 
in  a  good  height  of  water,  would  seldom  tempt  the 
fish  to  "  take,"  although  they  would  often  move  up 
and  "look  at"  them.  This  led  Mr.  Geen  to  try 
to  devise  a  bait  which  would  tempt  salmon  in  low, 
bright  water,  and  the  result  is  so  good  and  suc- 
cessful that  I  have  advised  him  to  patent  it  in  all 
countries  where  spinning  }>aits  are  used,  as  he  has 
already  done  in  this  country  and  America. 
I 


Anyone  accustomed  to  kill  fish  by  spinning  will 
see  at  once  that  Mr.  Geen  has  hit  on  a  combina- 
tion of  the  two  most  deadly  artificial  baits  ever 
invented,  viz., "  The  Spoon  "  and  "  The  Phantom," 
and  the  bait  is  called  the  "  Combination  Spoon 
Phantom." 

At  first  sight  one  is  inclined  to  say,  as  I  said  to 
Mr.  Geen,  "  Although  the  colouring  and  its  effect 
are  decidedly  novel,  the  general  shape  is  that  of 
the  '  Archimedean '  or  other  metal  baits  spinning 
from  bent  flanges  at  the  tail."  But,  as  Mr.  Geen 
pointed  out,  the  shape  is  really  quite  different, 
for  each  side  of  the  bait  is  concave  as  well  as 
convex,  and  is  so  painted  that  when  spinning  the 
upper  part  looks  like  a  phantom  fish  and  the 
lower  part  a  spoon. 

I  am  not  surprised  to  find  that  Mr.  Geen  found 
his  new  bait  kill  the  fish  which  refused  his  other 
baits.  Of  course,  novelty'  has  something  to  do 
with  that,  for  fish,  like  humans,  are  prone  as  ever 
to  run  after  any  "new  thing";  still,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  Mr.  Geen's  new  bait  is  not  merely  an 
attractive  novelty,  but  that  it  has  come  to  stay, 
especially  if  he  can  get  some  house  to  make  them 
as  well  and  paint  them  as  attractively  as  he  does 
himself.  The  bait  is  very  simple  and  strong,  and, 
made  in  various  sizes  and  variously  painted,  wUl 
kill  any  fish  which  prey  on  other  fish.  I  am 
obliged  to  Mr.  Geen  for  showing  it  to  me  as  well 
as  for  inventing  it.  

Bueberry's  Patent  "  Slip-On  "  Gabardine 
Coat. 

This  is  a  perfectly  charming  protective  gar- 
ment for  the  sportsman  with  rod  or  gun.  It 
weighs  only  21b.  13oz.  in  full  size,  and  yet  it  will 
remain  waterproof  for  hours  in  continuous  down- 
pours of  rain.  This  I  have  experienced  myself, 
and  yet  it  as  comfortable  to  wear  as  an  ordinary 
cloth  coat,  only  much  more  so.  You  can  slip  it 
on  over  an  ordinary  jacket  when  you  want 
protection  from  cold,  wet,  or  rough  weather,  and 
find  the  arms  have  perfect  freedom  for  raising 
the  rod  or  gun.  It  comes  well  over  the  knees,  so 
that,  with  knee  waders  and  a  gabardine  fishing 
helmet,  one  is  able  to  export  perspiration  freely 
while  protected  from  any  import  of  rain. 

Although  they  look  well  I  never  like  to  see  an 
angler,  or  other  sportsman,  wearing  a  cap  which 
gives  no  protection  to  the  back  of  the  head  and 
neck.  Many  friends  I  have  spoken  to  about  it 
rather  pooh  pooh  the  idea  of  their  ever  having 
heat-stroke,  because  they  never  have  had  it. 
Some  people — like  the  four  poor  soldiers  in 
Hampshire  the  other  day — never  get  a  chance  of 
having  it  twice.  The  gabardine  woollen-lined 
fishing  helmet  made  by  Messrs.  Burberry  is  the 
best  fishing  hat  I  ever  used.  You  can  have  it  as 
light  as  you  like,  and  yet  it  will  keep  out  any 
amount  of  rain,  and  the  peak,  running  all  round, 
protects  the  eyes,  ears,  and  back  of  neck.  My 
late  friend,  Mr.  John  G.  Morten,  suggested  to 
Messrs.  Burberry  doubling  the  material  of  the 
continuous  peak,  and  used  the  space  between  for 
carrying  gut  casts.  I  used  one  of  these  hats 
every  season  for  some  years,  until  it  was  too 
shabby  to  wear  any  longer.  That  was  thin 
gabardine,  unlined,  but  I  got  my  wife  to  sew  a 
bit  of  flannel  inside  for  chill  October  grayling 
fishing  days. 

The  only  drawback  I  know  to  gabardine  is  that 
it  shows  staius,  especially  of  oil  from  the  paraffin 
bottle.  By  the  way,  I  find  the  little  brass  oil  tube 
sold  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop  Auckland, 
answers  admirably  when  carried  fastened  to  the 
spring  swivel  of  their  capital  new  landing-net  and 
sling.   

Extra  Thin  Wading  Stockings. 
Messrs.  Malcom  and  Co.,  of  3,  Green-street, 
Leicester-square,  sends  me  a  pair  of  their 
"  Feather  Weight  "  Wading  Stockings.  They  are 
full  size,  quite  waterproof,  and  only  weigh 
17.i  ounces  the  pair.  Except  for  places  where 
that  beastly  barbed  wire  is  used  on  all  the  fences 
these  light  waders  are  a  great  comfort  in  hot 
weather,  and  even  In  cold  weather  you  only  need 
to  put  on  warmer  socks,  &c.,  under  them.  Of 
course,  they  won't  wear  like  heavy  waterproof 
material,  but  then  they  don't  wear  out  the  angler 
half  so  much.  I  have  long  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  more  comfortably  and  lightly  you  can 
fish  the  better  your  sport  and  the  more  you 
enjoy  it. 


Thb  Dove  Dale   Whole   Cani   Fl?  Rod 
(Steel-Ribbed). 

For  instance,  I  have  this  season  fished  only 
with  one  of  Messrs.  Foster's  light  whole  cane 
"  Dove  Dale  "  steel-ribbed  fly  rods,  and  their  l!iOO 
pattern  Acme  line,  and  I  never  fished  more  com- 
fortably or  efficiently — in  rain  or  shine,  and  with 
the  wind  or  against  it.  No  more  heavy  wrist- 
breaking  rods  and  lines  for  me.  I  got  Messrs. 
Foster  to  put  suction  joints  and  a  few  other 
improvements  to  this  rod,  and  at  one  guinea  I 
consider  it  a  first-rate  rod  for  casting  a  fly  as  it 
is  stiff,  and  for  hooking  a  fish  as  it  is  light.  The 
cane  used  is  a  very  light  kind,  and  it  may  not 
stand  so  well  as  I  hope  it  will.  I  shall  buy  a  split 
cane  top  for  it,  and  often  wonder  why  split  cane 
is  not  made  more  use  of  in  the  tops  of  greenheart 
and  whole  cane  rods. 

The  thin,  hard  "  Acme  "  reel  line  does  not  kill 
the  rod  by  its  weight,  and  yet  it  gets  through  the 
air  better  than  a  heavy  greased  line,  even  against 
the  wind. 


Whitty's  Improved  Minnow  Trap. 

Mr.  H.  Whitty,  the  fishing  tackle  maker  of 
15,  Basnett-stret,  Liverpool,  sends  me  the  follow- 
ing copy  of  a  letter  from  one  of  his  customers ; 
"  The  Mount,  Queen's  Park,  Chester, 

"  June  18,  1900. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Last  year  I  called  at  your  shop  to 
purchase  some  live  minnows.  You  suggested  1 
should  purchase  a  trap  and  catch  them  myself. 
Being  rather  sceptical,  you  offered  to  take  the 
trap  back  and  return  the  money  if  the  result  was 
not  satisfactory.  1  purchased  one,  and  went  to 
Rosset  on  the  following  day  from  Chester,  placed 
a  little  bran  in  the  trap,  found  a  suitable  place, 
submerged  the  trap,  filled  my  pipe,  and,  sitting 
on  the  bank,  awaited  result.  Shortly  I  saw 
one  enter,  and  soon  after  they  commenced  to 
shoal  in  like  a  flock  of  sheep.  At  the  end  of  an 
hour  I  removed  the  trap,  and  counted  over  200 
fine  minnows.  I  repeated  this  on  several  occa- 
sions with  a  like  result.  I  went  on  Saturday  last, 
the  16th,  and  had  even  better  results,  as  the 
trap  was  quite  full.  It  is  a  veritable  demon  to 
catch  minnows,  and  should  be  known  as  the 
'  Demon '  trap,  and,  to  use  a  stereotyped  expres- 
sion, is  worth  its  weight  in  gold  to  a  fisherman. 
You  have  my  fuU  permission  to  make  what  use 
you  Uke  of  this  letter. — I  am  yours  faithfully, 
  John  Gtjy." 


I  was  sorry  to  get  the  following  telegram 
about  the  Sussex  Ouse  on  Monday  last.  I  sent 
the  address  of  a  specialist,  and  hope  he  vrill  be 
able  to  trace  the  cause  of  death  home  to  the 
originators  of  it : 

"  Fish  in  river  dying  in  large  numbers  ; 
believed  to  be  poisoned.  Can  you  give  me  address 
of  specialist  to  analyse  ?  —  Cecil  Morris 
(Lewes)."   

I  am  afraid  I  am  not  very  orthodox  as  to  what 
I  wear  when  fishing,  and  the  other  day  I  was 
amused  when  stai'ting  off  for  the  day  by  a  keeper 
saying  :  "  Excuse  me,  sir ;  but  that  hat !  Don't 
you  think  it  is  just  a  trifle  too  light  in  colour  for 
fly  fishing  ?  "  I  had  to  think  for  a  moment  what 
hat  it  was,  and  then  I  remembered  that  it  was  a 
broad-brimmed  felt  "  wide  awake  "  of  a  light  grey 
colour,  with  a  black  band.|  {I  felt  convicted,  of 
course,  as  nobody  ought  to  fish  for  trout  with  such 
a  hat,  but  I  got  out  of  it  by  saying  :  "  Well  you 
see,  Dawson,  I  like  to  give  'em  a  chance." 


All  who  like  a  capital  historical  romance  should 
read  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  new  story,  "  The 
Chevalier  of  the  Splendid  Crest."  In  style  it 
reminds  one  of  Scott  and  Blackmore ;  it  will  be 
particularly  interesting  to  all  who  know  Kendal 
and  Winchester.  It  is  a  fascinating  picture  of 
England  and  Scotland  in  the  closing  years  of 
Edward  the  Great,  and  of  the  early  part  of  the 
reign  of  Edward  II.  A  grand  book  for  boys  and 
girls,  and  of  any  age  up  to  100. 


A  151b.  carp  was  caught  on  the  18th  inst.  by  a 
son  of  Mr.  H.  T.  Jenkins,  of  Westbury,  WUts. 
I  congratulate  the  young  angler  on  his  capture  of 
such  a  grand  specimen  of  perhaps  the  most  wary 
of  all  fish.  R.  B.  Marston. 


460 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[June  23,  1900 


MY  LAST  DAT  AMONG  FLORIDA 
BASS. 

A  LETTER  whicli  I  received  a  few  days  ago 
from  mj  young  hunting  and  fishing  friend,  Hugh 
Jackson,  in  which  he  refers  to  our  last  fishing 
trip  together,  reminds  me  that,  perhaps,  a  short 
account  of  our  doings  on  that  particular  day  may 
be  of  some  interest  to  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  In  the  first  place,  I  should  say  that  for 
the  last  year  I  had  been  "  batching  it "  on  an 
orange  grove  in  Middle  Florida,  doing  all  my  own 
cooking  and  washing,  and  spending  my  spare 
time  in  hunting  and  fishing. 

At  7  a.m.  on  May  31  last  my  little  friend 
Hugh,  age  eleven,  drove  up  to  my  bungalow  to 
join  me  on  a  last  visit  to  the  Rock  Spring  Creek. 
I,  myself,  did  not  trouble  to  take  any  fishing 
tackle  along,  as  I  wished  my  friend  to  do  all  the 
fishing  that  day.  After  a  look  to  see  that  the 
kettle  and  frying-pan,  eatables,  and  other  sundry 
articles  which  anglers  and  campers  amongst  the 
mosquitoes  require  were  all  safely  in  the  waggon, 
I  fetched  out  my  rifle,  jumped  aboard,  and  we 
started  on  our  six  mile  drive  through  the  forest 
to  our  camping  place  at  Rock  Spring.  After 
hitching  up  the  horse  under  the  shade  of  a  large 
live  oak,  a  ten  minutes'  walk  brought  us  to  where 
my  boat  was  hidden  away  in  the  swamp.  A  word 
descriptive  of  the  river  we  were  about  to  fish 
would,  perhaps,  not  be  out  of  place  here. 

Like  most  of  the  Florida  rivers,  or  "  creeks  "  as 
they  are  called  there,  the  Rock  Springs  Creek 
vises  in  a  large  spring  which  flows  from  under  a 
mass  of  phosphate  rock,  and  immediately  forms  a 
river  which  is  quite  70yds.  wide  at  a  distance  of 
iOOyds.  from  the  spring.  For  the  first  five  miles 
it  is  from  30yds.  to  80yds.  wide,  and  from  2ft.  to 
6ft.  deep.  Then  it  narrows  suddenly,  and 
becomes  a  deep,  mysterious-looking  stream,  which 
winds  around  through  the  swamp  for  the  next 
four  mUes,  when  it  again  opens  out,  and  after 
flowing  another  eleven  mUes  empties  itself  into 
the  Wekiva  river.  The  distance  from  the  spring 
to  its  mouth  is  but  six  miles  as  the  crow  flies,  so 
some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  number  of  turns 
which  this  little  river  makes.  In  the  whole 
twenty  miles  of  its  course  there  are  but  two 
places  where  it  is  safe  to  land,  the  banks  on  either 
side  being  one  compact,  almost  impenetrable 
mass  of  semi-tropical  vegetation,  which  extends 
back  from  the  river  a  distance  of  from  500yds.  to 
three  or  four  miles. 

We  found  the  boat  safe,  and  lost  no  time  in 
getting  to  work. 

Hugh  took  his  place  in  the  stem,  and,  after 
seeing  that  his  shot-gun  was  loaded  and  ready  to 
hand,  put  together  his  rod — a  short  pike  rod — with 
large  wood  reel,  on  which  was  some  SOyds.  of  fine 
pike  line,  and  fixed  on  a  phantom  minnow  which 
I  manufactured  out  of  a  turkey  quill  and  part  of 
a  condensed  milk  tin. 

Our  object  was  to  troll  downstream  to  where 
the  deep  water  commenced,  then  turn  and  work 
back  to  be  in  time  to  feed  the  horse  and  cook 
our  dinner  at  noon. 

I  took  the  oars  and  pushed  ofE. 

We  had  not  gone  20yds.  when  there  was 
a  yeD  from  Hugh,  and  I  found  him  fast  in  a  good 
fish,  which  certainly  showed  almost  as  much  fight 
as  a  brook  trout,  continually  leaping  out  of  the 
water  and  showing  its  white  scales,  which  glittered 
in  the  bright  sunlight,  making  it  look  like  a  bar 
of  silver. 

Its  efforts  to  get  free  were  of  no  avail,  for 
Hugh,  although  only  a  youngster,  can  handle  a 
fish  better  than  a  great  many  men  who  think 
themselves  expert  anglers ;  so  in  a  few  minutes  a 
i'Alf.  bass  lay  gasping  at  the  bottom  of  the  boat. 

During  the  next  half  hour  the  sport  was  fine, 
although  the  fish  were  rather  small,  so  we  returned 
most  of  them,  as  we  did  not  want  to  carry  any 
small  fish  back  with  us. 

We  were  passing  round  a  sudden  bend  of  the 
river,  when  there  was  a  loud  flapping  of  wings  as 
three  summer  ducks  arose  from  out  of  a  patch  of 
water  lillies  and  flew  rapidly  down  the  river. 

They  were  not  quite  quick  enough,  however, 
for  Hugh,  who  at  the  first  alarm  had  dropped  his 
rod  and  seixed  his  gun,  managed  to  drop  one  of 
them  with  his  second  barrel. 

Of  course,  when  I  saw  my  friend  drop  his  rod, 
I  had  stopped  the  boat,  and  now,  when  he  came 
to  wind  in  the  line,  he  found  he  liad  got  hold  of 
something  which  would  give  him  some  trouble. 


A  large  catfish  had  taken  the  spinner  just  as  he 
began  to  wind  in,  and  for  the  next  ten  minutes 
there  was  considerable  excitement,  until  finally 
the  ugly  monster,  which  weighed  245lb.,  was 
skilfully  brought  alongside  the  boat  for  me  to 
haul  aboard,  which  I  did  after  killing  it  with  a 
ball  from  my  six-shooter. 

We  now  had  time  to  look  for  our  duck,  but 
could  see  no  sign  of  it,  though  whether  it  had  only 
been  wounded  and  had  got  away  whilst  we  were 
busy  with  the  fish,  or  whether  it  had  been  appro- 
priated  by  an  alligator,  which  we  now  saw 
swimming  down  stream  a  little  below  where  the 
bird  had  dropped,  we  were  at  a  loss  to  know. 
However,  I  did  not  give  the  reptile  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt,  but  took  my  Winchester  and  planted  a 
ball  between  the  two  knobs  which  showed  where 
its  eyes  were  located.  There  was  a  tremendous 
splash,  and  the  water  was  churned  into  foam  for 
a  few  seconds  before  all  was  once  more  still,  and 
on  looking  over  the  boat  side  we  could  plainly  see 
the  body  of  a  9ft.  alligator  lying  on  its  back  on  the 
white  sandy  bottom  here,  about  8ft.  below  us. 

The  fish  now  commenced  to  strike  in  earnest, 
and  for  the  next  hovu*  kept  us  busy.  Most  of 
them  were  under  21b.,  so  we  threw  them  back 
again,  but  as  we  soon  had  twenty-three  bass 
ranging  from  2ilh.  to  71b.,  not  to  mention  the 
catfish,  we  considered  we  had  not  done  badly,  so 
put  away  the  fishing  tackle  and  turned  the  boat's 
head  upstream. 

On  the  way  back  Hugh  knocked  over  three  or 
four  squirrels  with  his  gun,  and  with  my  rifle 
brought  down  a  large  fish  eagle,  which  was  sitting 
in  a  dead  cypress  tree  about  200yds.  away. 

We  had  almost  reached  the  place  where  I 
intended  to  hide  my  boat  when  I  saw  a  monster 
garfish  basking  in  a  sunny  patch  between  two 
fallen  palmettoes. 

We  peppered  it  twice  with  bird  shot,  then  tried 
a  load  of  buck  shot,  but  Mr.  Gar.  did  not  take  the 
least  notice  of  us,  so  Hugh  took  my  Winchester 
repeater  and  pumped  a  stream  of  lead  at  it,  which 
it  did  not  like,  for  it  commenced  to  slowly  swim 
away,  making  for  a  sunken  log  a  few  few  yards 
higher  up  the  river.  Now  was  our  chance,  and  as 
it  came  near  the  surface  to  pass  over  the  log  a 
well-directed  rifle  ball  crashed  through  its  coat  of 
mail  and  shattered  its  spine  just  behind  the  head. 
We  hauled  it  into  the  boat  to  measure,  and  found 
it  to  be  5ft.  2in.  long ;  then  overboard  it  went, 
and  we  puUed  on  to  our  landing. 

It  was  nearly  one  o'clock  when  we  reached  Rock 
Spring,  but  we  soon  had  the  horse  fed,  some  fish 
cleaned  and  fried,  and  were  too  busily  engaged 
looking  after  the  needs  of  the  inner  man  to  take 
notice  of  a  rattlesnake  which  was  coiled  within  a 
few  yards  of  us  asleep. 

It  lay  about  4yds.  behind  Hugh  when  I  saw 
it  and  caUed  his  attention  to  it,  but  he  merely 
looked  round,  saw  it  was  too  far  away  to  strike 
him,  then  went  on  eating,  saying  that  he  "  sure 
would  kill  it  when  he  had  finished  his  dinner." 

Five  minutes  later  he  "  sure  did  kill  it " ;  in  fact, 
we  could  only  find  a  few  pieces  of  skin  and  flesh  in 
the  place  where  the  heavy  charge  of  small  shot  had 
struck. 

After  a  swim  in  the  river  we  hitched  up,  threw 
our  sack  of  fish  in  the  wagon,  and  drove  back, 
feeling  well  satisfied  with  our  day's  sport. 

Two  days  later  I  started  for  England,  but  now  I 
am  here  an  uncontrollable  longing  has  taken 
possession  of  me  to  be  back  in  the  wilds  again  with 
my  rod  and  gun. 

Shall  I  ever  catch  another  bass  or  kill  another 
alligator  in  far  away  Florida — an  angler's 
paradise r'  I  hope  so;  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  not 
to  be. 

Some  who  read  this  article  can  satisfy  their 
longings,  but  not  so  the  writer. 

Wild  Turkey. 


THE  ROACH. 

The  following  extract  is  taken  from  Mr.  George 
Rooper's  capital  book  entitled  "  Thames  and 
Tweed,"  published  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  London  : 

"  The  roach  is  one  of  the  great  family  of 
Cyprinidm,  which  ought  to  be  canonised  as 
affording,  at  their  proper  cost,  the  greatest 
amount  of  sport  to  the  greatest  number  of 
anglers.  Laugh  and  jeer  as  ye  may,  ye  fishers 
for  trout  and  salmon,  we  maintain  that  there  is 
more  delicacy  of  touch,  more  pride  of  art,  more 


artistic  skill  in  roach  fishing  than  in  any  other 
sort  of  angling  whatever.  The  roach  is  not 
naturally  a  shy  fish ;  he  is,  as  beseems  his  some- 
what aldermanic  figure  and  the  amplitude  of  his 
white  waistcoat,  a  free  liver,  and  ready  to  take  at 
any  time  almost  any  bait  that  may  be  offered  to 
him.  In  lakes  and  ponds  and  unfished  waters 
the  roach  may  be  taken  in  any  number  by  the 
rudest  devices ;  but  in  the  Thames,  where  genera- 
tions of  fishermen  have  continually  exercised  their 
craft  at  the  expense  of  successive  shoals  of 
roach,  he  has  become  shy  and  wary  to  a  degree, 
and  though  we  read  of  twelve  dozen  and  upwards 
killed  in  a  day,  we  well  know  that  the  numbers, 
like  the  '  fifty  thousand  additional  lamps  '  in  the 
long-extinct  Vauxhall  Gardens,  are  rarely  coimted, 
or  rather  counted  with  rare  liberality.  At  all 
events,  they  consist  principally  of  the  youthful 
fry,  all  inexperienced  in  t'he  wicked  devices  of  the 
angler.  '  Non  cuivis  cmtingit ' — it  is  not  everyone 
who  can  fill  the  well  of  his  punt  with  really  good 
roach,  each  from  41b.  to  lilh.  in  weight,  in  a 
day's  angling.  The  fisherman  who  can  do  this  in 
ordinary  circumstances  may  be  sneered  at  by  the 
mighty  salmon  fisher;  but  give  him  the  same 
opportunity,  and  rely  upon  it  he  will  make  good 
use  of  it. 

"  The  roach  affects  deep  running,  but  not  rapid 
water ;  he  feeds  near,  but  not  on,  the  bottom ; 
and,  after  plumbing,  the  bait  should  be  regulated 
so  as  to  travel  2in.  or  3in.  from  the  bottom.  The 
roach  may  be  fished  for  either  from  a  punt  or 
from  the  shore,  and  to  the  bank  fisher  there  iy  no 
inhabitant  of  the  Thames  that  affords  such 
constant  and  unintermittent  sport.  The  rod  for 
this  purpose  is  made  of  bamboo,  18ft.  or  20ft.  in 
length,  the  last  joint  of  the  butt  end  being  readily 
removable  to  facilitate  the  landing  of  the  hooked 
fish.  When  a  reel  is  used  it  may  be  carried  in 
the  pocket,  a  roach  rod  not  being  furnished  with 
rings,  but  a  reel  is  generally  dispensed  with,  the 
length  of  the  rod  admitting  of  sufficient  line 
wherewith  to  play  a  fish  so  averse  to  locomotion 
as  is  the  roach. 

"  The  bank  fisher  is  generally  a  chai-acter  in 
his  way,  and  enthusiastic  in  the  art ;  he  carries 
with  him  a  large  flag-basket,  containing,  besides 
his  pipe  and  his  luncheon,  all  the  implements  of 
his  craft ;  he  has,  too,  a  camp-stool  and  a  forked 
stick,  on  which  his  long  rod  rests.   Patient  and 
contemplative,  like  his  prototype  the  heron,  he 
sits  through  the  long  day  watching  his  well- 
balanced  float,  and  not  unfrequently  carries  home 
to  his  sympathetic  and  admiring  family  a  con- 
siderable weight  of  fish.  • 
'  Pleasant  is  the  fisher's  life 
By  the  waters  streaming.' 
But  our  business  is  not  with  him. 

"  The  roach  is  the  king  of  fishes  to  the  genuine 
punt  fisher.  And  here  we  may  describe  the 
operation  of  '  fixing  the  punt,'  which  is  by  no 
means  so  simple  or  easy  as  it  may  appear  to  the 
uninitiated.  It  should  be  stated  that  roach 
fishing  differs  from  gudgeon  fishing  in  this,  that 
while  in  the  latter  a  constant  change  of  place  is 
desirable — the  fish  going  off  their  feed  after  some 
twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour,  and  always 
taking  best  in  new  and  unaccustomed  places — the 
former  seem  to  affect  the  same  localities  con- 
tinuously. The  longer  you  fish  and  the  more 
ground  bait  you  throw  in,  as  a  rule,  the  more 
roach  you  will  take. 

"  Roach  spawn  towards  the  end  of  May.  They 
are  in  season  from  July  to  January,  perhaps  later, 
but  it  is  cold  work  fishing  for  them  in  November, 
which  is  the  best  month.  Up  to  October  the 
gentle  is  the  most  taking  bait ;  two  or  three  should 
be  put  on  the  hook  together,  and  frequently 
changed,  for  when  dead  and  flabby  they  cease  to 
be  attractive.  In  default  of  gentles,  which  are  not 
always  obtainable,  bread  paste  kneaded  up  with 
wool  to  make  it  tenacious,  is  perhaps  the  best  bait. 
A  piece  about  as  big  as  a  pea  should  be  stuck  on 
to  the  hook  by  a  single  movement ;  it  does  not  do 
to  manipulate  it  after  it  is  once  fixed. 

"  For  winter  fishing  a  small  red  worm  is  the  most 
enticing  lure,  and  when  the  Thames  is  flooded 
great  quantities  are  taken  with  this  bait  by  the 
fishermen,  who  then,  poor  fellows,  are  exercising 
their  craft  on  their  own  account. 

"  The  worst  of  roach  fishing  is  that  the  roach 
himself,  when  taken,  is  utterly  useless,  except  as 
bait  for  the  pike.  We  have  tried  him  in  all 
ways — fried,  boiled,  broiled,  water-souched — each 
successive  mode  worse  than  the  last." 
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"THE  COUNTRY  OF  THE  WILD 
RED  DEER." 


"  Homeland  Handbook  for  Dulveeton  and 

THE  DiSTEICT." 

Everyone  who  knows  Dulverton  and  the 
Eimoor  district,  and  all  who  want  to  know 
something  about  that  charming  country,  the  land 


the  money.  It  is  on  a  scale  of  two  miles  to  the 
inch. 

The  following  copy  of  the  "  Contents  of 
Chapters"  will  give  an  excellent  idea  of  the 
scope  of  the  little  work,  which  is  much  the  best 
thing  of  the  kind  at  Od.  we  have  ever  seen. 

Contents  of  chapters :  I.  How  to  get  there.  II. 
Dulverton  :  Its  scenery  and  story.  III.  Relics  of 
the  past.    IV.  Links  with  books.    V.  Exmoor 


The  author  is  Mr.  F.  J.  Snell,  Al.A.,  who  has 
secured  contributions  on  hunting  and  fishing  by 
Mr.  P.  Evered,  Mr.  G.  F.  Sydenham,  Mr.  R.  J. 
Collyns,  &c. 

By  the  way,  the  frontispiece,  which  is  a 
picture  of  "  gipsies  encamping  on  Exmoor," 
reminds  us  that  before  gentlemen  give  these 
wanderers  permission  to  camp  on  their  land 
they    should    ascertain,    if    possible,  whether 


THE  RIVER  BARLE.— NORTHMOOR  ROAD. 
(From  "  The  Homeland  Handhcok  fur  Dulverton  and  the  Bidrict.) 


A  MEET  AT  WINSFORD,  ONE  OP  THE  PRETTIEST  VILLAGES  IN  EXULAND. 
{From  "  The  Homeland  Handbook  for  Dulverton  and  the  District.") 


of  "  Loma  Doone,"  should  get  a  copy  of  a  little 
sixpenny  guide  which  has  just  been  published 
under  the  above-named  title  by  Mr.  B.  Bayley, 
Fore-street,  Dulverton,  and  the  St.  Bride's  Press 
Limited,  24,  Bride-lane.  E.C.  It  is  not  only 
nicely  illustrated  (we  give  two  specimens  of  the 
illustrations  so  that  our  readers  can  judge  for 
themselves),  but  has  a  map  which  alone  is  worth 


ponies.  VI.  For  fishermen.  VII.  Concei*ning 
stag-hunting.  VIII.  Fox-hunting  on  the  Exmoor 
borderland.  IX.  "With  the  Culmstock  Otter- 
hounds. X.  Badger-hunting  at  Dulverton.  XI. 
Hill  and  vale.  XII.  Birds  and  beasts.  XIII. 
Minerals  and  mineral  waters.  XIV.  Flowers 
and  ferns.  XV.  Brief  notes  on  pleasant  places 
on  the  Exmoor  border. 


long  nets  for  taking  game  or  fish  are  carried 
by  the  party.  Some  of  these  gipsies  are,  with- 
out a  doubt,  the  cleverest  fish  poachers  in  the 
world. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  this  is  No.  12  of  the 
Homeland  Association's  Handbooks,  and  if  they 
are  all  equally  well  done  they  ought  to  be  very 
popular. 
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A  MAY  FLY  HOLIDAY. 

,  .'TwAS  a  wild  evening  when  I  alighted  at  New- 
bury on  the  first  day  of  the  present  month  en 
route  to  the  pretty  little  Lambourne  to  seek 
excitement  and  diversion  in  catching  trout — not 
the  big  fellows  of  which  the  Kennet  hard  by 
boasts  so  many  glorious  examples,  but  smaller 
fry  in  the  shape  of  half  and  three-quarter  pounders, 
with  larger  fish  if  the  May  Fly  had  put  in  its 
expected  annual  appearance.  A  villainous  north- 
easterly wind  blew ;  there  was  enough  rain  to 
make  things  externally  most  unpleasant,  and  so 
cold  was  it  that  one  could  hardly  realise  that  June 
had  been  entered  upon.  Joe,  so  weU-known  and 
so  indispensable  to  the  many  visitors  to  the  cosy 
Swan  Inn,  which  nestles  so  charmingly  amongst 
the  willows  just  off  the  London  road,  was  awaiting 
our  arrival  (there  were  two  of  us,  a  dear  old 
friend  and  myself),  and  from  him  the  news  was 
quickly  gleaned  that  there  had  been  a  sprinkling 
of  fly  seen  during  the  whole  of  the  week.  All 
that  seemed  to  be  wanting  was  a  change  to 
warmer  weather  to  bring  it  up  in  force.  We 
drew  up  at  the  Swan  without  incident,  the  cheery 
hostess  all  smiles,  as  is  her  wont,  welcoming  us 
with  a  heartiness  sufficient  to  dispel  the  effect  of 
the  cheerless,  miserable  drive  from  the  station. 
There  was  actually  a  huge  fire  in  the  dining  room, 
and  a  strong  contingent  of  some  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society's  best  anglers  was  gathered  round  it  talk- 
ing fish,  flies,  rods,  and  everything  connected  with 
the  hoped-for  rise  of  the  May  Fly.  Although  it 
was  but  a  few  minutes  after  seven  o'clock,  and 
two  good  hours  were  available  for  fishing,  we 
preferred  the  warmth  within  to  the  chilliness  with- 
out, and  did  not  throw  a  line  that  evening. 

On  Saturday  the  outlook  was  more  promising. 
Still,  there  was  wind  enough  blowing  down  and 
across  stream  to  make  accurate  casting  difficult. 
Yet  no  rain  fell,  and  from  this  time  forth,  with 
the  exception  of  a  real  April  day  with  sunshine  and 
showers  alternating,  there  was  nothing  to  gi'umble 
at  in  the  matter  of  weather.  It  was  anything  but 
a  disadvantage  that  it  was  a  bit  gusty,  for  the 
sun's  rays  were  almost  overpowering.  The  heat 
was,  however,  tempered  by  the  breeze,  and  there 
was  a  good  fishing  rise  of  fly  when  on  Monday 
business  was  begun  in  earnest.  In  the  morning 
the  May  Fly  was  seen ;  the  Alder  proved  very 
killing,  especially  the  pattern  advocated  by  Mr. 
Chas.  Walker,  and  admirably  dressed  by  Mrs. 
Richardson,  of  Kingston-on-Thames.  Both  the 
Alder  and  Wickham's  Fancy  are  good  on  the 
Lambourne,  as  I  have  proved  to  my  satisfaction 
on  more  than  one  occasion  previously.  There 
were  a  few  "  skirmishers  "  about  in  the  early  part 
of  the  day,  and  by  using  light-coloured  patterns 
of  May  Flies  dressed  small,  every  feeding  fish 
that  could  be  spotted  was  either  risen  and  missed, 
or  hooked  and  landed,  or  lost  by  the  hook  coming 
away.  This  latter  was  a  frequent  source  of 
annoyance  throughout  the  week,  the  trout  coming 
short  and  not  being  so  anxious  to  take  the 
artificial  as  they  might  have  been  expected  to  be. 
By  two  o'clock  a  keen  observer  would  have 
noticed  the  trout  rushing  hither  and  thither  all 
over  the  water,  a  pretty  sure  sign  that  the 
nympha;  were  on  the  move  surfacewards,  and  that 
it  would  not  be  long  before  tliey  came  to  the  top 
of  the  water,  burst  their  bonds  of  skin,  and 
emerged  "  a  frail  and  lovely  thing  engendered  by 
the  sun."  But  when  the  main  army  came  up  at 
three  o'clock  the  fun  began. 

It  is  difficult  to  keep  cool  when  "  flop,"  "  flop," 
"  flop  "  is  heard  all  around  one,  with  rises  every- 
where the  eye  could  reach— in  mid-stream,  half-way 
across,  and  under  one's  own  and  the  opposite 
bank.  Yet  withal  the  fish  were  not,  as  I  have 
seen  them  do  on  the  other  waters,  dashing  madly 
at  the  fly  as  it  sailed  majestically  down-stream. 
On  the  contrary,  they  were  decidedly  coy  and 
hard  to  please.  Natural  after  natural  would 
cover  them  without  their  budging  an  inch,  and 
the  chance  of  the  artificial,  however  cunningly 
dressed  or  cleverly  cast,  was  not  of  the  rosiest. 
Tliis,  indeed,  was  the  case  during  my  whole  stay. 
Many  fish  were  risen  by  able  fly  fishers,  but  were 
misBed  absolutely  and  entirely.  Others  were 
pricked,  and  yet  again  no  inconsiderable  number, 
after  being  almost  killed,  had  their  liberty 
restored  to  them  by  coming  unstuck.  Five  good 
lish  did  I  lose  one  after  another  on  a  certain 
afternoon,  which  was  enough  to  cause  one  to 
make  a  few  remarks  of  anything  but  a  gentle  or  ' 


charitable  character.    Sometimes  an  obstinate 
fish,    which    took    every  fly    that    came  its 
way,  was    lured    to    its    doom    by  offering 
it  something  different  to  what  was  on  the 
water.    I  was  sadly  bothered  by  one  nice  fish 
of  a  pound  and  a  quarter  which  rose  persistently. 
No  pattern  of  May  Fly  I  had  would  it  deign  to 
look  at.    Large  and  small  flies,  with  hackles  and 
wings  of  varied  hues,  would  not  tempt  it,  and  I 
had  weU  nigh  resolved  to  leave  the  fish  for  others 
to  try  their  hands  upon.    For  a  final  throw  I 
tried  a  large  red  sedge.   It  had  the  desired  effect, 
and  the  up-tiU-then  immovable  trout,  as  far  as 
my  enticements  were  concerned,  went  for  the 
delusive  sedge,  and  in  a  few  seconds  was  grassed, 
with  the  satisfaction  one  feels  when  by  diligent 
and  patient  work  the  object  in  view  has  been 
achieved.   Another  fish  gave  me  an  unconscion- 
able amount  of  trouble,  but  here  again  success 
rewarded  my  efforts  to  capture  it.    The  keeper 
on  a  part  of  the  Lambourne  I  fished  at  Newbury 
(Canning  by  name,  a  shrewd,  civil,  and  capable 
man)  put  me  on  to  a  good  fish,  and  I  was  advised 
to  try  for  it.  Nothing  loth  I  signified  my  intention 
of  doing  so,  and  exhibiting  the  said  fish  to 
obliging  "  velveteens  "  later  on.   The  keeper  said 
he  hoped  I  should  get  it,  though  the  smile  which 
flitted  across  his  broad  bronzed  face  clearly 
showed  that  he  had  considerable  doubts  as  to  my 
ability  to  land  the  wily  customer,  which  had  taken 
up  its  residence  between  two  huge  weed  beds. 
However,  I  felt  intuitively  that  the  prize  was 
mine,  and  it  was  not  long  before  I  saw  the  fish 
rise.    Giving  it  a  rest  for  an  instant,  I  cast  over 
it,  but  to  no  purpose.    It  was  evident  that  it  had 
all  its  wits  about  it,  and  had  seen  a  counterfeit 
May  Fly  before.   I  had  a  considerable  stretch  to 
work  upon,  and  had  good  sport  amongst  pounders, 
but  I  was  intent  upon  bagging  the  big  'un 
which  had  been  pointed  out  to  me.    The  tempter 
failed  to  tempt,  and  at  ten  minutes  to  nine  o'clock  I 
felt  that  I  should  have  to  own  myself  beaten.  A 
sudden  idea  flashed  across  my  mind,  for  friend 
Horace  Brown,  of  the  Piscatorials,  one  of  the 
cheeriest  and  best  of  companions  that  ever  threw  a 
line,  eulogising  a  certain  pattern  of  May  Fly  he 
had  secured,  had  good  naturedly  presented  me 
with  a  sample  try.    It  looked  uncommonly  like  a 
large  sedge,  having  brown  wings  and  reddish 
hackle,  with  plenty  of  the  latter.    Would  this  do 
the  trick  ?  At  any  rate,  it  was  my  only  remaining 
chance  for  that  day.    Quickly  I  affixed  it  to  the 
point,  and  after  my  gentleman  the  fish  had  risen 
again,  I  dropped  this  "  Brown  "  gift  in  front  of  it. 
There  was  a  great  splash  and  a  rush,  but  after 
piloting  it  safely  through  a  weed  bed  or  two,  I 
popped  the  net  under  as  pretty  a  l^lb.  Lambourne 
trout  as  ever  I  wish  to  catch,  just  as  the  keeper's 
whistle  blew  announcing  that  it  was  9  p.m.,  and 
that  fishing  was  at  an  end  for  that  day.  Needless 
is  it  to  add  that  rejoicings  took  place  sub- 
sequently over  its  demise  after  the  fashion  so  well 
understood  by  dry  and  thirsty  anglers. 

Throughout  the  week  sport  was  fairly  good. 
Each  day  the  rise  got  later ;  there  was  any  quantity 
of  fly  up,  though  the  fish  were  not  eager  for  them. 
My  best  bag  was  seven  and  a  half  brace  of  size- 
able fish,  several  going  lib.  and  a  little  over.  The 
most  taking  patterns  of  Mays  were  those  with 
light  hackle — like  that  that  on  a  Greenwell's 
Glory.  Red  and  brown  hackes  and  wings  were 
not  so  good  with  me  at  any  rate,  but  the 
"  G.O.M."  in  some  hands  was  a  good  killer  after 
the  rise  had  been  on  for  a  few  days. 

I  must  say  a  last  word  about  the  Lambourne 
trout.  Let  no  one  cast  a  sneer  at  them  now.  I 
write  "  now "  advisedly,  because  for  years  they 
have  had  bestowed  upon  them  the  unenviable 
appellation  of  "  gaspipes,"  on  account  of  their 
abnormal  thinness  and  lankiness.  But  it  is 
astonishing  what  an  extraordinary  improvement 
has  taken  place  in  their  condition  this  season. 
They  have  filled  out  wonderfully,  and  fight  well ; 
in  fact,  they  are  different  fish  altogether  to  what 
they  were  last  year.  The  excellent  head  of  water 
there  has  been  in  the  river,  and  the  constant 
working  of  the  mills  has  had  much  to  do  with 
bringing  about  this  result.  Besides  the  Lam- 
bourne fish  proper,  there  are  three  other  varieties 
of  trout  in  its  waters.  On  one  day  I  had  a 
Kennet  trout  of  lib.  4oz.,  a  Loch  Leven  of  12oz., 
and  a  rainbow  lOin.  long,  the  latter  in  splendid 
order.  The  Lambounie  is  reputed  to  be  an 
exceedingly  cold  stream,  and  if  this  be  so  Irideus 
should  thrive  well  here.    The  river  is,  however. 


abundantly  stocked  at  present,  and  there  appears 
little  room  for  new  arrivals.  One  thing  I  can 
safely  say,  and  that  is  that  even  in  the  Grannom 
and  May  Fly  seasons,  when  trout  are  considered  to 
suffer  from  piscine  madness  and  take  anything  in 
the  shape  of  a  fly  which  comes  near  them,  they 
are  very  difficult  to  catch.  It  is,  however,  satis- 
factory to  know  that  when  once  caught  they  are 
eatable ;  indeed,  I  will  venture  to  assert  that  a 
newly-caught  Lambourne  trout,  nicely  grilled  for 
breakfast,  as  Mrs.  Baxter  knows  so  well  how  to 
grill  it,  is  something  in  the  nature  of  a  treat  as 
one  of  the  courses  of  the  first  meal  of  the  day. 

The  Ohiel. 


JOY  COMETH  IN  THE  MORNING. 


As  we  stood  on  the  bridge  and  gazed  at  the  dim 
outlines  of  the  church  tower  and  the  ancient  home 
of  the  Marmions,  the  evening  breeze  brought  to 
our  ears  the  sound  of  water  falling  over  the  weir 
some  distance  'below.  Night  in  sdl  its  loveliness 
had  fallen  upon  as  peaceful  a  scene  as  Yorkshire 
can  produce.  The  last  lights  had  been  extin- 
guished in  the  cottages  on  the  river  bank.  The 
stars  shone  brightly  and  were  reflected  by  the 
watery  mirror  below.  The  throb  and  thrill  of 
battles,  the  tramp  of  mai-ching  men,  and  all  the 
pomp  and  circumstance  of  war  were  for  the  time 
being  forgotten  in  the  silence  of  this  sleeping 
village.  We  knew  not  that  even  then  the  wires 
were  spreading  the  welcome  news  that  Mafeking 
had  been  relieved.  When  we  retired  to  rest  that 
night  we  felt  that  our  slumbers  would  not  be 
disturbed  by  noisy  traffic,  and  our  awakening 
would  be  to  the  song  of  birds. 

At  6  a.m.  I  arose,  and,  armed  with  rod  and 
net,  went  forth  to  slay.  Flirting  has  been 
described  as  attention  without  intention,  and 
such  was  the  conduct  of  the  fish.  Pluck,  pluck, 
pluck,  and  never  a  hold  could  I  get.  Trout  were 
as  bad  as  Boer  big  guns  to  capture.  A  trout  was 
demonstrating  below  the  bridge,  and  I  had 
just  extended  to  him  a  tempting  fly,  dry,  and  well 
cocked,  when  my  attention  was  attracted  by  a 
head  on  the  bridge  surmounted  by  a  hat  once 
resplendent  with  gold  lace,  which  I  recognised  as 
belonging  to  the  station  master.  It  was  but  for 
an  instant,  but  when  my  eye  returned  to  where 
my  fly  should  have  been,  I  only  saw  an  ever- 
widening  ring  descending  towards  me,  and  my 
one  chance  of  success  had  vanished.  Oh  that 
head !  what  maledictions  I  could  have  bestowed 
upon  it.  But  the  head  had  a  voice,  and  used  it. 
"  I  have  just  come  down  to  say  that  Mafeking  has 
been  relieved."  That  was  enough  for  me,  and  I 
soon  joined  "  Goldlace  "  upon  the  bridge. 

It  was  true  enough.  The  papers  had  not  yet 
arrived,  but  the  railway  telephone  had  brought 
the  welcome  news.  Three  minutes  later  I  was  in 
the  village  inn  hunting  about  for  a  little  Union 
Jack  of  my  son's,  tumbling  out  my  luggage, 
ransacking  my  wife's  travelling  bag,  and  receiving 
her  grateful  thanks  for  the  careful  way  I  was 
unpacking  her  goods.  The  flag  was  found,  and 
the  youthful  patriot  was  making  vigorous  efforts 
to  capture  it,  but  without  avail.  A  spare  rod  was 
brought  upstairs  and  the  flag  attached  and  hoisted 
out  of  the  bedroom  window,  the  first  outward  visible 
sign  in  that  village  of  the  relief  of  Mafeking.  We 
were  only  just  in  time,  for  directly  afterwards  out 
came  a  more  pretentious  bunting  of  Messrs. 
Carver  &  Co.,  the  well-known  carriers.  Then 
appeared  a  more  tasteful  affair  hoisted  by  the 
village  conti'actor  from  the  end  of  a  long  jib 
crane,  and  still  later  the  stately  white  ensign 
unfolded  itseK  from  the  staff  on  the  top  of  the 
church  tower.  Alas,  it  was  upside  down.  This 
was  a  matter  of  detail,  and  was  during  the  day 
rectified. 

Breakfast  that  morning  was  a  joyous  event, 
The  children  were  allowed  more  freedom  in  their 
manners,  the  landlady  beamed  more  than  usual, 
and  the  landlord  invited  the  male  sex  to  drinks  in 
honour  of  the  event.  Wonders  increased.  On 
going  outside,  flags  of  all  kinds  fluttered  here, 
there,  and  everywhere.  Where  had  they  all  come 
from  F  A  pardonable  curiosity  for  further  details 
prompted  us  to  meet  the  train  at  9.30  with  its 
usual  Saturday  contingent  of  anglers  armed  with 
the  morning  papers.  Two  only  arrived.  One 
was  jubilant;  the  other  was  so  at  times.  His 
happiness  was  of  an  intermittent  kind.  Leeds 
had  celebrated  the  event  the  previous  evening. 
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BURBERRYS'  ANGLING  OUTFIT. 

This  Fishing  Outflt  consists  of  a  "Coat-waistcoat"  and  a  Gabardine  Over-all.  Tho  Coat-waistcoat  made  of  either  [lioriiesDun  (lined  urbcr  Rillt,  with  Hilk  Hleeves^  or  Hab  inline  (lined  camel  hilr, 
with  cardigan  sleeves)— has  in  front  six  po.-.kets.  conveniently  placed  for  carrying  everything  essontial  without  the  imual  impedimenta,  the  two  lower  pockets  expanding,  lake  a  lot  of  fllliog.  At 
the  back  is  a  large  detachable  mackintosh  pocket  for  carrying  flsh,  which  can  be  turned  inside  ot  t  and  washed.  The  "  Coat^waistcoat "  is  worn  either  in  conjunction  wi'h  the  •'  Over-all "  or  each 
separately.  Waders  braca  over  the  waistoo it,  and.  if  raiaiog,  the  "  Over-all,"  which  is  loose  and  free-fltting,  gives  complete  protesiion.  If  not  required  it  packs  easily  into  the  pocket.  The  freest 
and  most  conveniently  complete  Weatherproof  OutHt  for  fishing. 


1' .  ^ 


COAT-WAISTCOAT,"  showing  arrangement  of  pockets. 


"COAT-WAISTCOAT,"  showing  detachable  pocket  for  flsh  carrying. 


FISHING  "OVER-ALL." 


"00"  Price  Lists,  Patterns,  and  Designs  Post  Free,  or  Garments  may  be  seen  at  our  autliorised  Agents,  or  at— 
BURBERRYS,    so,   HAYIYIARKET,   LONDON,   and  BASINGSTOKE. 


p.  D.  MALLOCH, 


SCOTT  STREET, 

PERTH. 

Supepiop  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Gpeenheapt  RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  superiority  of  workmanship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


Manufacturer    of    every    description  of 
FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  all  parts 
of  the  World. 


m    MAI  I  nPU'Q    Patert  FLY   CASE  for  Salmon. 

mnUUUOn  O    Grilse,  Sea  Irout,  and  Eyed  FUes  MAI  I  nPI-l'Q  Medal    SALMON  and 

of  all  sizes.    Handy  and  compact.    Each  fly  secured  nmi-UUUn  O    TROUT  HEELS,  ansorpassed 

The  only  perfect  Casting  Reel  for  Salmon.  Mahseer.  and  Trout,  and  all  kmdsof  Coarse     by  neat  and  effective  arrangement.   Large  assortment  for  durability  and  flnish,  easy  and  comfortable  to 


Fishing.    Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  casting.    Simple  and  easy  to  learn. 


of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


work. 


MALLOCH'S  ^eda.\  SALMON 


GRILSE,  and  SEA  TROUT 
FLIES. 


MALLOCH'S  ^eda\    RIVER  and 


LOCH  FLIES,  Eyed  or  on 
Gut. 


MALLOCH'S    ^"'"^  FLOATING 


TROUT  FLIES  with  Up- 
nght  Wings. 


Most  Extensive  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Patterns, 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Rivers  and  Lochs,  all  Neatly  and  Beaatifolly  Tied. 


IL.X^XTSTIl-A.TED  3L.ISTS 

A.WA.RDKD      XK>f      GOI^D      A.NI>      OTHER  IVLEDA-LS 


Telegrams:  "MALLOCH,  PERTH 
FOR      EXCELLENCE  IN 


FISHING!-  TACKLE. 

[2] 


464 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[June  23,  1900 


and  the  weight  of  that  celebration  was  heavy  on 
his  brow.  Some  people  can  stand  a  lot  of  celebra- 
tion, others  cannot.  The  celebration  was  renewed 
at  the  inn,  while  we  donned  waders  and  fitted  np 
rods.  Scotia  and  its  best  products  took  part  in 
it.  Eventually  we  got  to  the  river,  and  fishing 
began ;  but  we  were  still  in  sight  of  the  flags — 
and  notably  the  church  flag — reversed.  The  trout 
rose  to  the  occasion,  and  we  missed  them  or  they 
missed  our  hooks  ;  but  what  did  it  all  matter  ? 

Not  being  on  the  African  veldt  under  Boer 
guns,  I  ventured  to  produce  a  flask.  It  had  the 
effect  of  attracting  my  friends.  We  foregathered 
on  the  bank,  and  Harden  Towel — I  mean  Baden 
Towers — no,  I  mean  Maiden  Noel — that  doesn't 
look  right,  but  it  was  something  like  it  (vide  Daily 
Mail) — was  duly  remembered  and  honoured  as 
the  hero  of  the  hour.  And  so  the  day  passed  on, 
until  the  lengthening  shadows  told  us  time  was, 
like  the  Boers,  fleeing.  The  visitors  had  a  train 
to  catch,  and  so  we  returned  once  more  to  the  inn. 
Our  baskets  were  by  no  means  empty,  but  we  felt 
that  the  trout  had  been  let  off  somewhat  lightly, 
and  had  good  reason,  had  they  but  known  it,  to 
tender  hearty  thanks  to  Mafeking's  brave 
defenders. 

Dinner  was  next  dispatched,  and  then  the 
visitors  departed  to  the  train ;  but  I  soon  learned 
that  celebrations  were  by  no  means  ended,  for  as 
my  wife  and  I  returned  from  a  walk  we  found 
what  I  considered  the  entire  village  assembled  in 
a  field  near  the  inn.  The  clergy  were  there,  one 
armed  with  a  gun.  "  Goldlaoe  "  was  there,  and 
numbers  of  sportsmen  also  armed.  Surely 
Kruger  was  not  expected  that  evening  in  this 
peaceful  retreat.  A  dray  was  drawn  into  the 
field  and  placed  in  position.  On  inquiry  "  Gold- 
lace  "  told  me  they  were  about  to  fire  a  royal 
salute,  that  speeches  were  forthcoming,  likewise 
songs.  I  was  pressingly  invited  to  stay,  which  I 
did.  The  curate  mounted  the  platform,  i.e., 
climbed  on  to  the  dray,  and  announced  the  reason 
of  the  gathering  and  the  programme.  Then  the 
gvms  went  off,  and  likewise  a  cow  in  the  adjoining 
field.  By  the  way  in  which  a  reverend  gentle- 
man permitted  his  gun  to  hit  his  shoulder,  that 
royal  salute  must  have  impressed  him  consider- 
ably. 

Then  the  vicar  took  his  stand  on  the  platform. 
His  white  hair  and  beard,  his  venerable  appear- 
ance, and  traces  of  recent  illness  claimed  our 
attention,  and  his  splendid  deep-toned  voice  was 
a  fitting  accompaniment  to  the  eloquent  words 
that  came  from  his  lips.  He  drew  a  graphic 
picture  of  the  sufferings  of  that  gallant  band  of 
heroes  and  of  heroines  who  had  deemed  a 
fricasseed  locust  as  a  delicacy,  and  brawn  made 
out  of  horse-hide  as  something  to  be  desired.  He 
spoke  of  the  cheerful  confidence  which  prevailed 
amongst  the  besieged  during  their  hardest  trials, 
how  delicate  women  became  expert  nurses,  peace- 
loving  citizens  became  warriors,  schoolboys 
became  military  cadets  and  carried  messages  to 
and  fro  under  fire.  He  spoke  of  the  ruined 
constitutions  that  must  inevitably  follow  such 
privations,  and  of  the  premature  age  that  will 
descend  upon  many  who  stood  by  the  flag  of  old 
England  rather  than  see  it  lowered  and  sullied  by 
Boer  hands.  Then  came  the  cheering,  such  as 
country  lungs  can  give.  Cheers  for  the  Queen, 
Baden-Powell,  Lord  Roberts.  A  youth  sang 
"  The  Song  that  shall  Live  for  Aye "  very 
creditably.  Then  the  reverend  gentleman  with 
the  gun  read  to  us  Kipling's  "Absent-minded 
Beggar,"  explaining  parenthetically  that  "  Will 
put  their  sticks  and  bedding  up  the  spout "  meant 
that  they  would  pawn  their  goods. 

"  (ioldlace's  "  hat  went  round,  and  £2  18s.  6d. 
was  credited  to  the  Mafeking  relief  fund.  More 
speeches  followed  from  men  of  local  light  and 
leading.  Evidently  all  were  not  of  the  same 
shade  of  politics,  and  theologically  were  much 
divided ;  but  all  were  on  this  evening  united  in 
the  common  desire  to  celebrate  a  national 
triumph.  "God  Save  the  Queen"  was  sung, 
another  royal  salute  was  fired,  and  the  reverend 
shoulder  again  buffeted,  and  we  separated.  There 
was  much  that  was  amusing  to  the  outsider,  but 
he  could  not  laugh.  The  speeches  were  open  to 
criticism,  and  the  singing  was  much  below  the 
Yorkshire  standard.  There  was  a  depth  and 
sincerity  throughout  it  all  that  went  to  the  heart, 
and  you  felt  that  it  was  the  spontaneous  outburst 
of  the  little  wayside  village  to  show  its 
appreciation  of  gallant  deeds  rather  than  a  cut 


and  dried  programme  with  speeches  padded  with 
stock  phrases  to  catch  the  ear.  The  words  came 
straight  from  the  heart,  and  bore  evidences  of 
sincerity. 

One  speaker  informed  us  that  an  uncle  of 
General  Baden-Powell,  very  lately  deceased,  had 
not  until  recently  thought  much  of  his  nephew, 
but  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  defence  of 
Mafeking  had  made  him  change  his  mind,  and 
alter  his  will  to  his  nephew's  advantage.  (Cheers 
loud  and  prolonged.)  I  have  reason  to  think  that 
this  is  correct.  On  visiting  the  bar  of  the  inn  an 
hour  later  I  found  a  brisk  business  being  done. 
Double  rows  of  chairs  and  forms  wei'e  introduced 
and  cr5cupied.  The  meeting  was  discussed  and 
criticised.  When  the  house  divided  at  10  p.m. 
perhaps  all  did  not  walk  as  straightly  as  in  the 
morning,  and  if  the  usual  quiet  of  the  street  was 
disturbed  by  "  Soldiers  of  the  Queen "  it  was 
pardonable,  for  it  had  been  a  great  day,  and  I  was 
glad  that  I  had  seen  it.  B.  E.  P. 


THE  SMOLT  TRIBUTE  TO  THE 
COALFISH. 


It  may  truly  be  said  that  Salmo  salar,  the  most 
prized  of  all  sportive  and  edible  fishes,  is  beset 
with  enemies  on  every  hand,  "  from  the  cradle  to 
the  grave."  Not  only  are  eels,  trout,  pike,  and 
such  like  on  the  watch  for  the  ova,  the  fry,  and 
parr  during  their  various  stages  of  growth  in  the 
river,  but  the  smolt,  the  grilse,  and  the  salmon 
itself  is  hunted  for  and  chased  for  its  life  from 
the  moment  it  enters  the  briny  till  it  leaves  it 
again  by  one  or  other  of  its  numerous  marine 
enemies.  Just  now  the  smolts  are  migrating  to 
the  sea  in  vast  shoals.  All  through  May  the 
thick  of  the  migration  goes  on,  and  well  into  June 
in  a  season  like  the  present,  when  the  departure 
has  been  retarded  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
from  the  want  of  temperate  floods  in  the  early 
days  of  their  descent. 

Along  with  the  smolt  migration  the  cannibalistic 
kelt  salmon  and  sea  trout  also  make  their  descent, 
and  all  the  way  down  to  the  sea  they  are  credited 
with  making  a  hearty  meal  of  their  own  kith  and 
kin.  So  much  is  this  the  case  that  the  tribute  of 
smolt  demanded  by  the  salmon  kelt  has  more  than 
once  given  rise  to  the  question,  is  the  kelt  worth 
keeping?  Many  anglers  of  wide  and  varied 
experience  have  on  this  plea  alone  strongly 
advocated  its  wholesale  destruction,  and,  although 
we  would  not  go  so  far  as  that,  yet  there  are 
certain  seasons  of  the  year  when  it  would  be  well 
that  all  kelts  should  be  removed  from  the  lower 
reaches  of  our  salmon  rivers  when  the  smolts  are 
congregating  for  their  ocean  trip.  When  they 
have  to  hunt  for  an  occasional  parr,  the  destruc- 
tion they  are  then  capable  of  accomplishing 
cannot  be  anything  like  the  tribute  they  demand 
when  swimming  through  shoals  of  migrating 
smolts. 

But  whatever  the  tribute  may  be  which  the 
descending  kelt  may  exact  from  the  migrating 
smolt,  it  is  nothing  compared  with  that  of  the 
coalfish  when  the  smolt  is  getting  acclimatised 
to  the  marine  feeding  grounds.  The  kelt  makes 
a  snap  at  an  occasional  smolt  and  swallows  him 
when  in  the  fresh  waters,  but  he  does  not  feed  on 
him.  As  soon  as  he  tastes  the  briny,  and  his 
natural  appetite  returns,  he  is  off  to  the  rich  fields 
of  crustaceans  and  sand  eels,  and  such  like,  on 
which  he  makes  a  more  acceptable  diet  than  that 
of  his  own  progeny.  Not  so  the  coalfish.  He  is 
drawn  into  the  mouths  of  our  salmon  rivers  on 
the  hunt  for  the  descending  smolts,  and  there  he 
is  "  in  clover "  for  the  next  six  weeks  or  so, 
following  in  the  wake  of  the  shoals  and  feeding 
to  his  heart's  content.  He  will  even  follow  them 
along  the  coast  close  inshore,  and  up  into  the 
mouths  and  estuaries  of  our  rivers,  and  thus  it  is 
that  he  often  gets  caught  in  large  numbers,  but 
not  large  enough,  for  all  that. 

The  coalfish,  or  saithe,  is  ubiquitous  around  our 
island  shores.  He  is  known  in  every  locality,  and 
under  the  guise  of  every  possible  local  name. 
The  "  puddlie  "  is  the  schoolboy's  hobby  to  catch. 
It  is  his  first  sea  angling  experience,  and  is  most 
likely  fished  for  from  the  pier-head,  or  other 
projecting  jetty,  or  harbour  work.  It  comes 
dashing  to  the  fly,  although  it  may  be  only  a 
naked  hook  of  galvanised  wire,  with  a  single 
feather  for  a  wing,  and  even  without  that  very 
primitive  dressing,  with  all  the  impetuosity  of  a 


sportive  fish  of  the  first  water.  It  will  take  the 
spinning  bait,  and  mussel  when  a  ^Ib.  weight 
in  size  to  51b.  and  61b.,  but  the  coalfish 
leviathans  are  only  to  be  found  in  the  nets  of  the 
herring  and  the  salmon  fisher.  They  abound  in 
every  creek  and  bay,  and  of  all  sorts  and  sizes, 
and,  although  a  pretty  fish  in  the  water,  is  the 
least  marketable  of  their  class  of  round  fishes. 
The  cod,  the  haddock,  and  the  whiting  are  all 
in  great  demand,  but  the  "  coalie  "  is  decidedly  at 
a  discount.  They  are  split  and  dried,  and  after 
this  fashion  find  a  certain  sale  ;  but  there  is  really 
no  market  for  them  in  their  fresh  state,  and 
accordingly  no  great  call  to  kill  them.  Were 
there  a  margin  of  profit  to  be  made  over  and  i 
above  the  expenses,  the  vandal  hand  of  man  would 
soon  be  upon  him  ;  but  as  yet  he  is  at  a  discount, 
and  so  escapes.  But  the  coalfish  is  one  of  the 
most  prolific  of  pelagic  fishes,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
most  rapacious. 

One  coalfish  at  the  mouth  of  any  of  our  salmon 
rivers  will  "  do "  for  as  many  smolts  as  all  the 
youthful  and  other  anglers  are  likely  to  do 
altogether.  On  Wednesday  last  the  salmon 
fishers  on  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's 
Spey  fishings  in  one  day  killed,  in  their  salmon 
nets,  no  less  than  1600  coalfish,  and  at  one  haul 
there  were  so  many  in  the  nets  that  they  broke, 
not,  however,  before  they  had  secured  some  800 
of  these.  When  opened,  each  coalfish  operated 
on  had  on  an  average  from  eight  to  ten  smolts  in 
its  gullet  and  stomach.  The  last  swallowed 
would  be  quite  fresh,  but  the  first  would  be  in  an 
advanced  state  of  digestion.  The  coalfish  goes 
on  feeding  constantly,  so  that  in  the  course  of 
two  hours  it  would  account  for  not  less  than  ten 
smolts.  We  cannot  reckon  what  the  enormous 
tribute  may  be  the  salmon  smolt  pays  to  the 
coalfish,  not  knowing  the  numbers  of  the  latter 
in  the  least  degree,  but  for  the  sake  of  argument 
we  can  easily  see  what  has  been  saved  by  the 
destruction  of  these  1600  got  in  the  Moray  Firth. 
Say  1600  coalfish  x  10  smolts,  X  12  hours, 
X  21  days,  and  we  get  the  respectable 
number  of  4,032,000.  But  the  smolt  migration 
lasts  off  and  on  for  about  six  weeks,  so  that  it  is 
really  double  that  number  that  the  same  number 
of  coalfish  would  destroy  in  a  single  district.  Pat 
in  round  numbers,  15,000  coalfish  consume 
10,000,000  salmon  smolts  in  a  season,  or,  in  round 
numbers  again,  7000  salmon  smolts  is  the  annual 
tribute  sacrificed  to  every  adult  coalfish  hunting 
about  our  river  and  harbour  mouths.  This  is 
equal  to  the  produce  of  a  pair  of  adult  salmon 
of  between  71b.  and  81b.,  supposing  every  egg 
deposited  reaches  the  parr  and  smolt  stage. 
Nor  is  this  all.  We  are  not  to  suppose  that  the 
"  intelligent "  coalfish  is  to  drop  off  as  soon  as 
the  shoals  of  migrating  smolts  pass  him.  He,  no 
doubt,  continues  to  thin  their  ranks  until  they 
either  disappear,  where  he  cannot  follow,  or  grow 
too  big  for  him  to  swallow.  However,  there  is 
one  thing  certain,  and  there  is  nothing  new  in  the 
fact,  that  it  is  a  war  between  the  coalfish  and  the 
salmon,  with  this  difference,  that  there  are  no 
reprisals  on  the  part  of  the  salmon.  Not  alone 
in  the  Moray  Firth  is  there  a  plague  of  coalfish. 
They  are  as  plentiful  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee 
and  all  other  salmon  rivers,  and  from  their  in- 
shore habits  are  got  all  the  year  round  in  the 
salmon  fishers'  nets,  although  when  there  is  a 
plentiful  feed  of  smolts  agoing  they  are  more 
numerous  and  more  cu  evidence  in  the  estuaries 
and  shallow  bays  along  the  coast  affected  by  the 
young  salar  on  his  maiden  trip  than  at  any  other 
period  of  the  year. 

Nature  no  doubt  provides  for  an  enormous 
waste,  hence  the  fecundity  of  the  cod,  the  turbot, 
the  salmon.  Where  there  is  not  a  great  waste 
between  the  embryo  and  the  adult  stages  the 
fecundity  is  very  small.  The  reproducing  powers 
of  the  skate,  for  instance,  are  very  limited,  about 
200  or  so,  while  that  of  the  plaice  again  reaches 
the  very  large  number  of  :{00,000.  But  where 
nature  can  be  assisted  for  man's  good  and  the 
nation's  profit,  man  should  step  in,  and  here  is 
just  a  case  in  point.  The  coalfish  are  among  the 
least  prized  of  our  food  fishes,  hence  they  are  left 
almost  unmolested.  The  rock  angler  and  the  bay 
fisher  are  the  only  ones  who  really  spend 
the  price  of  bait  upon  them,  and  it  is  more 
for  their  sportive  qualities  than  otherwise. 
They  are  the  worst  enemies  the  young  Salmonidw 
have  to  face,  and  at  that  very  stage  when  they 
are  most  helpless,  being  induced  by  instinct  to 
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seek  a  change  of  habitat,  which  must  have  a 
demoralising  effect  for  a  time  on  their  powers  of 
self  protection.  Smolts  are  easily  caught  at  any 
time,  but  in  the  tidal  waters  they  can  be  taken 
out  by  the  half  dozen  at  a  time.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  salmon  is  the  most  sportive  and 
prized  of  the  fish  species.  May  it  not  be  worth 
while  considering  that  it  would  pay  to  protect 
him  from  the  rapacious  coalfish  by  stamping  the 
latter  out  ?  Every  coalfish  killed  over  61b.  is 
equal  to  the  produce  of  a  pair  of  breeding  fish  to 
that  river,  and  were  the  water  bailiffs  to  be 
engaged  netting  for  coalfish  in  the  smolt  season 
at  the  mouths  of  our  salmon  rivers,  instead  of  a 
useless  espionage  on  youthful  boy  anglers,  they 
would  at  least  be  doing  some  real  good ;  and  were 
a  premium  of  Id.  per  pound  placed  on  every 
"  coalie  "  killed  it  would  soon  repay  the  cost  with 
compound  interest.  G.  M. 


THE  NEW  NORWEGIAN  GAME  LAW. 


Reference  has  already  been  made  in  these 
columns  to  the  new  Norwegian  Game  Law  which 
comes  into  force  on  July  1  this  year,  and  the 
eminently  unsatisfactory  character  of  some  of  its 
clauses.  Not  only  are  the  Norwegians  thoroughly 
disgusted  with  the  truly  remarkable  muddle  made 
in  this  connection  by  their  paid  Parliamentary 
representatives,  but  it  would  seem  to  have  been 
brought  home  to  those  queer-headed  mortals 
themselves  that  at  one  deft  stroke  they  have 
deprived  one  portion  of  their  constituents  of  their  • 
favourite  amusement,  have  taken  away  from 
another  a  large  source  of  income,  and  have  largely 
benefited   their    dear  neighbours    the  Swedes, 
whom  they  do  not  love.    We  translate  the  follow- 
ing from  the  Christiania  Morgmblad  :  "In  order 
to  obtain  reliable  information  in  regard  to  the 
economic   aspect   of   shooting    (Jagt)   in  this 
country,   and  to  ascertain  from  the  answers 
received  the  pecuniary  loss  which  Norway  will 
suffer  by  the  extension  of  the  close  time  for  game 
birds,  especially  ryper,  until  the  15th  of  September, 
the  '  Norsk  Jaeger  og  Fisker  Forening '  has 
issued  a  circular  containing  a  number  of  questions 
to  which  replies  are  requested.    We  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  running  through  the  seventy 
answers  received,  which   represent  about  400 
sportsmen  and  proprietors  of  land  from  town  and 
country.    It  appears  that  dissatisfaction  with  the 
new  'Jagt  Lov'  is  general,  and  that  its  close 
time  provisions  are  not  approved  of  by  anybody. 
All  wish  them  altered,  more  especially  the  land- 
owners, whose  shooting  rights  are  rendered  value- 
less.   The  sums  which  will  be  lost  are  very  con- 
siderable without  any  corresponding  advantage 
being  obtained.    How  large  the  loss  will  be  can- 
not yet  be  stated — it  falls  almost  entirely  upon 
the  country  districts,  but  partly  on  the  State. 
The  new  law  determines  that  each  person  shall 
pay  an  annual  sum  of  20  kroner  for  the  right  to 
shoot  with  a  dog  on  '  Stats  Almening  ' ;  but  most 
people  will  think  twice  before  making  this  pay- 
ment when  they  cannot  commence  before  the  15th 
of  September.    Very  soon  after  that  date  there  is, 
as  a  rule,  snow  on  the  high  f  jelds,  and  the  Saeters, 
moreover,  are  deserted.     A  number  of  sports- 
men,   however,    who  will  not    give  up  their 
favourite    amusement,    have    taken  shootings 
in  Sweden,  particularly  in  Jemptland,  where 
they   will    spend   a   portion   of    the  season 
uninterfered    with    by    the    Norwegian  law 
For  Christiania  sportsmen  the  journey  thither 
costs  lees  than  that  to  the  remote  portions 
of  Hallingdal  and  Valders.    From  Trondjhem  to 
Storlien   (on  the  frontier    of  Jemptland)  the 
journey  is  not,  of  course,  a  long  one.  The 
answers  received  in  reply  to  the  '  Norsk  Jaeger 
ogFiskeri  Forinings'  circular  give  clear  proof  that 
the  game  killed  with  the  gun  is  infinitesimally 
small  in  quantity  compared  with  that  taken  by 
snaring,  and  it  is  equally  certain  that  sportsmen 
could  purchase  their  game  at  a  far  lower  price 
from  the  dealers  than  it  costs  to  shoot.  The 
pleasure  appears  a  somewhat  expensive  one,  more 
especially  when,  as  last  year,  there  are  very  few 
ryper ;  but  people  pay  willingly  for  this  kind  of 
pleasure  when  the  law  permits  a  summer  holiday 
on  the  f  jelds  at  a  pleasanter  time  of  the  year  than 
that  appointed  by  the  new  Act. 

A  number  of  the  replies  sent  in  vote  for 
August  15  as  the  proper  day  on  which  shooting 
should  commence,  but  the  great  majority  consider 


that  August  20  would  be  preferable — the  date,  in 
fact,  appointed  by  the  new  law  for  Lofoden  and 
Verteraalen. 

The  next  Storthing  will  probably  receive  a 
number  of  petitions  from  the  country  districts  in 
regard  to  the  desirabilifrf  of  alterations  in  several 
important  particulars  of  the  new  "  Jagt  Lov." 

In  the  same  connection  the  Oreblud,  another 
Christiania,  daily  says:  "By  applying  to  the 
Norsk  Jaeger  og  Fisker  Forining '  that  replies 
have  now  been  received  from  about  400  town  and 
country  sportsmen  and  landed  proprietors  in 
regard  to  the  different  questions  which  have  been 
put  them  in  consequence  of  the  new  game  law. 
From  these  replies  it  appears  that  all  are  discon- 
tented with  the  close  times  appointed  by  the  Act. 
As  the  opening  date  for  shooting  the  majority 
advise  August  20.  The  date  now  appointed — 
September  15 — is  so  unreasonable  that  this  year 
almost  no  one,  whether  native  or  foreigner,  will 
pay  anything  whatever  for  sporting  rights. 

In  the  meantime  tliere  are  not  many  who  will 
give  up  their  sport,  and  so  the  stream  is  deflected 
from  Norway  to  Sweden,  and  there  are  many  who 
have  already  taken  Swedish  shootings  for  the 
autumn.  This  year  the  phenomenon  will  be 
witnessed  of  Norwegian  sportsmen  betaking 
themselves  to  Jemptland,  and  that  is — at  any  rate 
for  townsfolk — quite  as  inexpensive  as  to  travel 
far  up  into  Gudbrandsidal  and  Osterdal." 

The  great  Swedish  province  of  Jemptland  con- 
tains a  vast  extent  of  fine  wild  country,  and  in  it 
we  have  had  excellent  sport  with  elk,  ryper,  trout, 
grayling,  and  char. 

It  may  be  that  when  the  obnoxious  new 
Norwegian  Game  Law  has  been  altered  for  the 
better  most  of  the  Norwegian  sportsmen  who  are 
this  year  driven  across  the  frontier  will  return  for 
their  summer  outing  to  their  native  f  jelds.  We 
venture,  however,  to  think  that  as  regards 
foreigners  the  injury  done  and  the  loss  inflicted 
on  their  country  by  the  perpetrators  of  the 
ridiculous  new  "  Jagt  Lov "  will  be  of  a  more 
permanent  nature.  By  its  incidence  a  vei'y  large 
number  of  our  countrymen  have  had  to  give  up 
places  to  which  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
repairing  for  years,  and  in  connection  with  which 
they  have  annually  spent  very  considerable  sums 
of  money.  In  future  Englishmen  will  think  twice 
before  taking  leases  of  shootings  in  a  country 
where  they  are  liable  at  any  moment  to  have  their 
sport  completely  knocked  on  the  head  by  the 
passing  of  some  legislative  eccentricity  as  the  new 
Norwegian  "  Jagt  Lov."  Rugde. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 


 River  Reporters  who  ivant  forms  and  envelopes 

should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

(30  min.  for  Ohelsea.  ('65  min.  for  Eew. 

...  J40  ,,     „  Putney.  hai^j'^^   »     n  Richmond. 

*''°i4.5   ,,    „  Hammersmith,  ■^""iSO   „     „  Twickenham, 
(so   „     „  Barnes.  ^85   „  Teddington. 

EXAMPLB  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiMB  OF  HisH  Wateb  at  London  BBmsn. 

Homing.  Evenlnr. 

Saturday,    June  23                        10.13    10.47 

Sunday,          „  24                          11.22    1I..36 

Monday,         „  2.5                             —    0.2G 

Tuesday,        „  2G                            0.55    1.21 

Wednesday,     „  27                            1.47    2.10 

Thursday,       „  28                            2.32   2.-52 

Friday,          ,,  29                          3.13    8.33 

ElSH  WATBB  AT  AMBBBLBT  AND  PULBOBOUOH. 

Momlng.  Bvenlnff. 

Saturday,    June    23    10.53    11.27 

Sunday,  „       24    12.  2    12.31; 

Monday,         „      2-5    0.40    1,  li 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
PtUborough  will  be  2h.  40m,  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Henley).  —  June  20. — Althongh  only  a 
moderate  strtam  is  raDning  and  angliog  operations  are 
greatly  interrupted  by  the  traffic  ot  small  boats  and 
lanncbes,  the  coarse  fishing  eeaaon  has  opened  fairly  well. 
A  nnmber  of  anglers  and  others  have  been  out,  and  the 
slaaghter  has  been  great.  Some  fair  sport  has  been  had 
with  the  chub,  perch,  barbel,  and  even  jack.  The  best 
chub  weighed  3|lb.,  barbel  up  to  61b.,  perch  up  to  lib., 
and  I  Baw  seven  roach  weighing  71b.,  the  best  fish  scaling 


close  on  IJlb.,  while  quite  a  "  nipper  "  secured  a  la-bel  of 
about  51b.,  iishinsr  from  the  Mill  Bridge,  with  a  lobworm 
at  the  end  of  a  halfpenny  hiok,  a  few  yards  of  water  cord 
tied  to  a  piece  of  bamboo  cine.  No  trout  have  been  taken 
during  th<!  past  week. — Sta.slky  Mkao. 

 fEingstou). — By  Tklegeaph  (June  22). — Fair 

sport  being  h^d  ;  bream  feeding;  prospects  good. — J.  R. 

  (Teddingftou).  —  .June  10,  with  Mr.  A.  K, 

Mathpws  and  Mr.  Steinhart,  ten  barbel,  fir  returned} 
Mr.  SinabaWi  got  twenty-two  cViub  and  six  barbel,  largea: 
81b.  7(z.  .June  17,  with  Mr.  F.  Clay  and  Mr.  8t«vens, 
three  barbel,  returned.  June  18,  with  Mr.  Cofton,  Bizteea 
barbel,  returned,  in  two  and  a  half  hours  early  morning; 
rast  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Jeffries  and  Mr.  Percy  Curtis, 
nine  barbel  (four  largest  121b.)  and  two  perch,  all  letumed, 
June  19,  Mr.  Tagi?,  one  barbel  .3Jlb.  in  two  hours.  Tnere 
are  plenty  of  chub  and  barbel  at  the  weir,  but  ud  to  the 
pre'flnt  they  have  not  fed  at  all  well.— Waltke 
McBeide. 

  (Twickenham). — The  fishing  here  has  opened 

very  well.  Mr.  Spong's  punts  have  had  some  very  good 
takes  of  bream,  many  fish  from  21b.  to  31b. ;  also  some 
(rood  roach,  one  lib.  9Joz. ;  barbel  ran  rather  small.  Mr. 
Stewart,  on  Monday,  took  a  pike  in  the  deeps  7|lb.  The 
floods  during  the  winter  have  well  cleared  the  bottom  of 
the  river.  I  noticed  this  morning  (Wednesday)  many  nice 
clean  swims  with  trood  gravelly  bottoms,  which  I  shall  give 
a  trial  later  on.  Numbers  of  eels  are  being  caught  here 
from  21b.  to  .3Jlb.  The  water  will  not  be  drawn  off  at 
Richmond  during  the  summer,  which  will  be  of  benefit  to 
anglers. — F.  J.  O.  S.mith. 

Ancholme  District.  —  Ideal  conditions  for  trout 
fishing  have  prevailed  for  a  few  days  during  the  past  week. 
It  has  been  dull  and  overcast,  and,  as  a  consequence,  sport 
has  been  excellent.  One  gentleman  on  Monday  got  a  dish 
of  twenty-three  trout  on  a  private  water,  the  biggest  fish 
weighing  IJlb.,  and  all  in  perfect  condition.  We  have  had 
a  wonderful  rise  of  the  Drake  in  some  places,  but  they  are 
all  Gray  Flies  now.  The  Rei  Dun  is  also  coming  on  in 
fair  numbers.  This  is  the  bulkiest  fly  of  its  class,  and 
correspnnds  with  the  Sedge  Fly  of  the  south.  It  is  best 
made  winged  with  the  feather  from  top  of  landrail's  wing, 
thick  bulky  body  of  red  or  coppsr  mohair,  and  rei  or 
copper  hackle.  This  district  has  the  enviable  distinction 
of  being  tha  driest  spot  in  the  British  Isles.  We  have 
only  had  a  few  trivial  showers  since  February  that  have 
done  little  more  than  lay  the  dutt,  but  last  night  we  had  a 
heavy  rain  which  has  just  tinged  the  water,  so  that  con- 
ditions for  fishing  are  well  nigh  perfect.  Coaree  fishing 
began  on  Saturday,  and  results  were  very  satisfactory. 
At  Brigg,  on  the  Accholme,  bream  were  caught  up  to 
31b.,  roach  up  to  31b. ;  and  on  Tuesday  morning  a  boy  got 
a  tench  of  Ijlb.  Roach  have  not  yet  done  spawning.  To 
return  to  trout.  Some  rainbow  fry  turned  out  on  May  11 
are  now  up  to  2Jin.  long.  It  seems  well  nigh  incredible, 
bat  it  is  a  fact. — Thomas  Fobd  (Caistor). 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach).— The  season  for 
coarse  fish  has  opened  well,  numerous  anglers  out,  and,  as 
we  anticipated,  the  best  show  of  all  kinds  of  fish  for  many 
years,  owing  chiefly  to  the  late  floods  giving  the  fish  a 
chance  to  get  up  stream.  This  being  a  very  early  spawn- 
ing river,  and  with  a  good  gravelly  bottom,  all  the  fish 
caught  were  in  good  condition.  Perch  up  to  lOoz.,  many 
Jib.  each,  roach  up  to  Jib.  each,  with  thirty  to  forty  fish  a 
rod.  Bream  (silver)  up  to  |lb.  each.  Gudgeon  run  fine 
here— many  had.  Pike  up  to  51b.  each,  spoiling  many 
noted  favourite  swims.  Tnese  fish  are  numerous  here  in 
some  parts  round  the  locks.  Time  of  writing  (J une  20) 
weather,  wind,  and  water  all  to  be  desired,  and  with  a 
continuance  good  sport  is  expected.  Best  baits  here  for 
the  present  are  gentles  and  yellow  paste.  All  free  water ; 
ten  minutes  from  G  E  R.  Boats  on  the  spot.— John  0. 
George,  Beohe  Road,  Cambridge. 

Bnre  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).— The  river  is 
in  very  good  order  as  regards  colour  and  volume,  and 
weather  is  now  perfect,  while  the  country  looks  its  loveliest. 
Unfortunately,  however,  or  fortunately  perhaps  in  another 
sense,  roach  are  spawning  in  thousands  in  the  Upper  Bure, 
and  I  fancy  other  fish,  such  as  perch  and  dace,  are  hanging 
after  them,  and  more  intent  on  gobbling  up  the  spawn 
than  paying  attention  to  the  anglers'  lures.  I  arrived  at 
this  conclusion  the  other  day,  after  fishing  four  miles  of 
the  Upper  Bnre  and  three  mill  pools  with  results 
practically  nil,  where  usually  a  good  basket  of  dace, 
roach,  or  perch,  with  a  happening  trout,  may  surely  be 
looked  for.  By  July,  however,  I  think,  with  a  continuance 
of  good  weather,  anglers  may  look  for  good  sport  with 
confidence.  A  lot  of  good  eels  have  lately  been  caught 
"  babbing."— C.  H.  Taylor. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  rivers  are  now  in  fairly  high 
freshet,  and  peal  are  running  splendidly  in  both  the  Fowey 
and  the  Camel.  High  up  the  latter  several  have  been  seen, 
and  not  a  few  taken.  In  the  Camel,  before  the  recent 
rains,  nothing  had  been  done,  but,  with  a  cDloured  water, 
several  rods  are  in  the  lower  reaches,  trying  the  effect  of  a 
worm  on  the  bigger  and  earlier-running  fish.  Baskets  of 
thirty-six  trout  and  less  have  been  made  cn  the  Came 
recently,  and  some  of  the  fish  have  been  halt  and  three- 
quarter  pounders.  Around  Launoeston,  in  the  Tamar, 
Kenzy,  Carey,  and  other  streams,  some  very  good 
takes  are  reported,  the  Tamar  up  to  the  past  few  days 
being  in  excellent  condition. — Bodmin. 

Darejith  (Parningham,  &j.).— The  heavy  rains 
have  affected  the  water  considerably.  It  was  very  much 
coloured  the  other  evening  and  looked  like  no  sport,  but  I 
watched  a  few  minutes  and  saw  a  rise,  and  soon  after 
others,  and  before  long  the  flies  were  being  taken  all  along 
the  river,  and  good  sport  mieht  have  been  had  ir  time  had 
permitted.  As  it  was,  I  hooked  several  fish  on  Olive  and 
Hare's  Ear,  and  Grey  Gnat.  Prospects  seem  to  me 
decidedly  good,  the  increased  qaantity  of  water  coming 
down  having  a  capital  effect.  Wind,  south-west ;  weather 
dulW.P.T. 
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Dart  (TotneB  and  District). — The  heavy  rain  of 
this  week  has  been  welcomed  by  anglers,  it  having  put  the 
river  in  fine  order,  which  should  facilitate  the  run  of  peal. 
It  is  certainly  hoped  that  the  peal  season  will  prove 
Buccessful,  otherwbe  fishermen  will  indeed  think  that 
fishiog  is  certaialy  on  the  down  grade.  On  Monday  the 
weir  let  secared  nine  salmon  and  a  trufi  at  one  haul,  and 
other  boats  have  done  well,  so  that  it  cannot  be  said  there 
are  no  salmon  in  the  liver.  At  any  rate,  those  taken  by 
rod  and  line  are  few  and  far  between ;  but  perhaps,  as  a 
result  of  the  evidence  given  before  the  Royal  Commission, 
better  facilities  for  the  passage  of  fish  to  the  upper  waters 
may  ba  afforded.  On  Tuesday  evening  Mr.  E.  Distin 
killed  nine  trout,  Mr.  G,  G.  Green  getting  eight  one  day 
last  week.  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  has  had  a  few  by  evening 
fishing,  which  is  the  best  time.  A  fair  number  of  rods  are 
on  the  river,  but  takes  do  not  exceed  a  dozen.  Staverton 
anglers  have  killed  email  lots,  whilst  Mr.  Wright  has  done 
a  little  near  Backfastleigh.  On  the  moorland  waters 
creels  have  run  no  to  two  dozen,  Mr.  Martin  doing  well. 
Flies  are  the  Blue  Upright,  Half  Stone,  and  Red  Ant. — 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Sport,  taken  generally,  was 
very  quiet  last  week,  but  high  hopes  are  entertained  that 
the  spate  will  improve  matters.  There  are  few  definite 
reports  of  peal  running  yet.  On  the  southern  streams 
trouting  has  not  provided  bigger  baskets  than  a  dozen,  and 
the  best  sport  continues  to  be  obtained  in  the  streams 
around  the  border,  and  on  the  moorland  waters.  A 
monster  trout  of  41b.  is  said  to  have  been  killed  in  the 
Calm,  near  CuUompton,  by  Mr.  W.  Spurway.  The  fish 
was  2iin.  long  and  measured  12Jin.  in  girth.  One  rod  on 
the  Tamar  secured  lots  of  seventeen  and  fourteen  on 
different  days ;  and  on  the  Carey  creels  have  run  to  a 
dozen,  the  Coachman  being  the  best  fly,  whilst  the  Red 
Spinner  and  Coachman  were  useful  on  the  Tamar.  A 
14oz.  trout  was  taken  from  Blagdon  Lake.  The  trout 
stream  of  the  Exe  Fishing  Association  at  Dawlish  is 
infested  with  otterp,  which  has  almost  spoilt  sport 
entirely.  In  connection  with  the  recent  unfortunate 
accidental  poisoning  of  fish  in  the  Okement,  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  the  fishing  on  Gen.  Holley's  private  water 
has  been  ruinod. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.  —  This  we^k  has  opened 
well.  On  Monday  the  following  dishes  of  fish  were  made  : 
T.  Edenson,  five  brace  ;  Rev.  W.  Barnett,  four  and  a  half 
brace ;  J.  Bassett,  tivo  and  a  half  brace ;  and  W. 
Bassett,  two  and  a  half  brace,  all  being  guests  at 
the  Izaak  Walton.  Other  dishes  have  been  made,  one 
of  nine  and  a  half  brace,  all  being  taken  with  the  sunk 
green-backed  May  Fly.  A  trout  of  21b.  (less  Ijoz  )  fell 
to  Mr.  J.  Hawkesworth,  who  was  using  a  Perfect  Kill 
Devil,  IJin.,  on  Friday  last,  whilst  fishing  the  Henmore 
brook.  On  Tuesday,  the  Rev.  J.  Barnell  took  four  and  a 
half  brace,  and  the  Hon.  J.  O'Grady,  and  other  guests  at 
the  Walton,  again  had  good  sport,  one  grayling  of  IJlb. 
falling  to  Mr.  O'Grady.  Messrs.  T.  Barnes,  Grindy,  and 
other  anglers  have  also  done  well  this  week  on  other 
lenaths.— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Esk  (Wliitby). — Anglers  are  yet  awaiting  the  advent 
of  a  good  spate,  the  recent  thunder  showers  having  had  no 
material  effect  upon  the  water  so  far  as  angling  operations 
are  concerned.  I  hear  of  a  catch  or  two  having  been 
effected  on  the  lower  water  during  the  past  week,  but  so 
unremunerative  are  they  a  record  cannot  be  obtained.  The 
Euielt  has,  as  far  as  poseibls,  been  placed  in  the  tideway, 
but  large  numbers  yet  remain  in  a  position  which  does  not 
admit  of  their  gaining  the  tideway.  Sea  angling  has  been 
somewhat  poor  so  far  as  results  go,  as  the  weather  is 
totally  agdinst  sucoessful  operations.  —  J.  Jackson 
(Whitby). 

£xe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  Weather  still  very 
vacillating,  with,  of  course,  a  bad  effect  on  trouting 
geieraliy.  No  evening  rises  worth  mentioning  have  yet 
marked  this  season,  and  the  chief  results  have  been 
achieved  by  up-stream  worm  and  minnow.  It  is  of  course 
full  early  for  any  big  doings  among  the  coarse  fish,  bat  a 
few  enthusiasts  have  alreudy  sampled  the  roach,  and  I 
hear  a  visitor  scored  a  very  fine  perch  of  24lb.  in  the  Exe 
at  Thorverton,  in  addition  to  several  good  eels  up  to  l^lb. 
each.  River  is  now  getting  very  low,  and  some  rain  would 
bn  sfrpatly  appreciated  by  the  angling  fraternity. — Red 
Palmke. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Iilnos.  and  Cambs.).— A 

good  number  of  anglers  appeared  on  the  drains  in  Lincoln- 
shire for  the  opening  of  the  season  on  Saturday.  Angling 
ID  several  places  was  much  impeded  by  the  great  quantity 
of  weeds,  which  in  the  low  water  show  themselves  iccjn- 
veniently.  This  state  of  tbicga  will  soon  be  remedied,  as 
the  firat  cutting  has  already  begun.  There  was  not  much 
done  among  roach,  as  they  appear  a  little  backward,  but 
where  bream  were  in  evidence  tne  fishermen  did  very  well. 
Some  of  them  got  very  fair  takes  of  perch.  Rudd  were 
also  taken. — Li.mi'K)'. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— The  best  fishing  in 
this  district  on  Buturday  and  since  has  been  on  the 
Warping  drain,  at  llixey.  Bream  in  this  district  seem  to 
have  got  in  a  fairly  good  condition,  and,  owing  to  the  hot 
weather,  are  con^fregatiog  together  in  Hboala.  On 
Monday  anglers  had  their  attention  diverted  a  good  deal 
by  a  couple  of  op«u  Hweepstakes — one  at  Crowle  aud  the 
other  at  Brigg.  Neiihor  was  a  great  success,  and  although 
in  each  case  competitors  fished  for  three  hours,  the  results 
were  very  poor.  One  coni|>^titor  had  the  luck  to  take  a 
15;jz.  roach,  which  placed  hitn  at  the  top ;  another  was 
ei|iiilly  lucky  in  the  otijer  match  with  a  bream.  Things 
were  very  quiet  about  llBtford. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— A  marked  improve- 
ment both  in  the  weather  and  the  fishing  haH  to  be 
rpport(;d  this  week.  There  is  an  abundance  of  tlics,  and 
fish  are  rising  freely.  On  .June  l<'i.  Mr.  Growther  killed 
seven;  Mr.  Xops,  six:  and  Mr.  Hkeene,  four  fish.  On 
the  14th,  Mr.  iioyle  killed  mx  ;  Mr.  Growther,  three {  Mr. 


Nopp,  six  ;  and  there  were  several  small  baskets.  There 
was  no  fishing  done  on  the  loth,  as  everyone  was  out  with 
the  otter  hounds.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  Pinkervil  creeled  five  ; 
Mr.  Moss,  four  ;  Mr.  Crowther,  four ;  and  Mr.  Orohardson, 
three.  On  the  18th,  Mr.  Davies  had  five  ;  Mr.  Crowther, 
six ;  Messrs.  Nops  and  Pinkervil,  four  each ;  Messrs. 
Skeene  and  Perkins,  three  each  ;  and  Mr.  Orohardson,  two. 
On  the  19th,  Mr.  Moss  and  friends  killed  twenty ;  Mr. 
Nops,  nine;  Mr.  Perkins,  six ;  and  Mr.  Skeeae  and  Mr. 
Pinkervil,  three  each.  The  "ohubbing"  will  probably 
begin  next  week,  when  some  grand  sport  is  sure  to  be  hid. — 
LoNs  Drift. 

Lark  (Barton  Mills,  Kildenhall,  Zckliv gham, 
Lackford,  Flemptou,  and   Chiuney  Muis).— 

Siturday  (16th)  and  following  days  up  to  time  of  writing 
(Wednesday,  20  h)  have  been  busy  ones  with  anglers  along 
the  pretty  Lark  stream,  from  the  MildenhaU  Lock  to 
nearly  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  a  distance  of  twelve  or  more 
miles.  There  is  good  fishing  at  all  the  places  named  in 
the  heading  of  these  notes.  Some  are  better  than  others, 
but  at  all  of  them  there  are  lots  of  good  fish — both  trout, 
roach,  and  dace,  large  chub,  and  perch.  They  were  all 
well  patronised  on  the  "  opening  day,"  the  majority  being 
fly  fishers.  At  Icklingham,  near  Temple  Bridge,  a  beauti- 
ful dace  scour,  I  saw  one  gentleman  take  half  a  dozen  rare 
good  fish ;  at  Flempton  Look  there  were  two  nice  trout 
taken  ;  and  at  Double  Look,  near  Lackford,  a  31b.  fish  was 
taken  with  a  minnow.  The  waters  are  now  in  good  con- 
dition so  far  as  colour  goes.  Of  course,  as  my  readers 
know,  weeds  are  getting  very  strong  now,  and  roach  are 
busy  in  them.  My  old  friend  "Dragnet"  promised  to 
pay  the  Lark  stream  a  visit  last  week,  but  he  did  not  turn 
up.  The  twenty  or  more  newly-appointed  water  bailiffs 
are  doing  a  great  deal  cf  good  along  the  river,  and  there 
is  every  prospect  of  the  Lark  giving  a  good  account  of 
itself  during  the  present  season.  Mr.  William  Howlett, 
the  general  secretary,  will  forward  any  particulars 
required  if  written  to. — May  Fly. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.- In  connection  with  the 
opening  of  the  dace  fishing  season  on  Saturday,  a  good 
many  anglers  visited  the  Lea,  and  the  Beane,  but  fish  were 
not  feeding  at  all  freely.  Generally  speaking,  sport  was 
extremely  quist,  but  a  few  good-sizod  dice  were  caught  in 
the  Lea,  notably  at  Ware  and  Hertford ;  and  in  the 
Beane  specimen  dace  up  to  lib.  were  craeled  with  the  fly. 
Few  trout  have  been  stirring  lately  in  the  Lea,  and  I  have  no 
satisfactory  news  from  the  Beane.  Fishing  this  latter  river 
myself,  I  could  not  get  a  single  trout  to  rise  last  Thursday, 
and  a  friend  met  with  a  similar  experience.  The  refreshing 
rains,  however,  should  put  mora  life  both  into  the  streams 
and  the  trout,  and  I  hope  to  hear  of  better  sport  during 
the  ensuing  week.  The  Lea  is  in  very  good  order  for  this 
period  of  the  season.  Eels  have  been  running,  and  have 
been  caught  up  to  21b.  at  Tottenham.  In  the  tributary 
Stort,  at  Harlow,  on  June  20,  a  trout  of  _31b.  was  taken  by 
a  roach  angler.  The  roach  are  very  "  sick  "  in  this  river 
yet.  Lea  reach  fishing  does  not  begin  until  July  1.— Izaak 
Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon,  SufFalk).— The  river  here  is 
in  splendid  condition,  and  we  have  been  having  some  very 
good  sport  with  the  roach.  Mr.  Bound  has  been  out  three 
days,  and  has  averaged  141b.  per  day,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  good  sport.  Accommodation  can  be  had  at 
the  Ram  Hotel,  where  every  attention  will  be  paid  to 
visitors.— F.  Rolph. 

Luffgr  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  in  good  order  for  angling,  being 
clear  and  a  nice  level.  The  weather  has  been  unsettled, 
and  rain  has  betn  had  accompanied  by  thunderstorms, 
but  it  has  made  little  difference  to  the  state  of  the  water, 
and  the  fish  have  been  moving  fairly  well.  A  good  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  used  Orl,  Red  Spinner, 
Yellow  Dan,  Blue  Dun,  White  and  Brown  Moths.  May 
Fly  has  gone,  and  with  it  may  be  said  a  poor  season  and 
few  fish  taken,  and  anglers  will  have  the  advantage  of 
knowing  there  has  not  been  any  big  lots  of  trout  taken 
with  it  as  utuil,  and  sport  should  be  better.  Some  nice 
fish  taken  with  fly  and  minnow.  The  prospects  are  good. 
The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Einjrsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  good  order,  but  sport  is  very  slack,  owing,  no 
doubt,  to  the  weather.  For  a  week  pist  we  have  had 
tempest  knocking  around,  with  occasional  showers,  and 
one  night  quite  a  sharp  touch  of  frost.  When  the  weather 
settles  there  should  be  sport  with  Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  Sky 
Blue,  Orange  Palmer  for  day ;  and  Spinners,  Female 
Yellow  Dun,  Owls,  Coachman,  and  Caddis  for  the  evening. 
Minnow  fishing  also  should  be  good. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborougrh).- The  season  in  this  dibtrict 
commenced  under  very  favourable  conditions,  and  many 
turned  out  on  the  opening  day  by  reason  of  the  delightful 
weather.  At  present  everything  augurs  well  for  a  more 
successful  season  than  for  some  time  pait,  and  spawning 
operations  are  reported  to  have  finished  well.  Bream 
appear  to  be  on  the  move,  as  several  have  been  taken, 
although  not  very  large;  but  it  is  rather  too  early  to 
expect  much  in  this  direction  at  present.  Fishing  at 
Caistor,  Mr.  Ream,  of  Peterborough,  caught  a  nice  chub 
weighing  between  21b.  and  31b.,  and,  although  uting  only 
worms,  also  secured  bream,  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  and  eels 
with  the  same  kind  of  bait.  To-day  (Wednesday)  water 
iH  a  nice  height,  and  in  capital  condition  for  angling. — 
E.  A.  8. 

Old  Welsh  Harp  (Hen  don).— The  success  attained 
during  last  season  by  our  competition  has  induced  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  above  hotel  to  olVor  the  following  list  of 
pri/.eu.  On  the  opening  day  sport  was  good.  Mr.  Brooks, 
first  prixo,  with  21Ib.  of  bream  ;  Mr.  Whipps,  with  a  jick 
111b.,  second.  The  following  have  been  taken  during  the 
week:  Mr.  Windover,  three  perch  (51b.),  and  one  jack; 
Messrs.  Van  llolliok,  2()lb.  bream  ;  Ploff,  201b. ;  Spurtes, 
IHIb. ;  Sohultz,  141b.;  Batohelor,  lOlb. ;  Cannon,  131b. ; 
Young,  41b.,  and  three  perch  j  Swain,  one  jack,  7ilb. ; 


Dainton,  one  jack,  5Jlb.,  and  one  p'troh,  lib.  Several 
others  had  sundry  smaller  takes. — F.  Vinall. 

Otter  (Bndle^gh  Salterton).  —  The  river  is  in 
perfect  trim  for  fly  fishirg.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of 
rain  during  the  past  week,  particularly  on  Saturday,  June 
16,  and  there  is  a  nice  head  of  water  which  leaves  nothing 
to  be  desired  in  this  direction.  Trout,  however,  are  not 
rising  well,  and  next  to  nothing  is  being  done  during  the 
diy.  There  has  lately  been  some  night  fishing,  and  some 
good  fish  have  been  taken.  The  R^d  Soioner,  Brown  and 
Silver  Sedges,  Governor,  and  other  flies  have  all  been 
used  with  success.  A  large  fish  was  hooked  at  9  43  p.m. 
on  Tuesday,  June  19,  near  Colaton,  but  was  lest  after  a 
fight  of  some  few  minutes.  From  this  it  is  evident  that 
the  big  ones  are  now  cruising  about  at  night  in  search  of 
food. — Heron. 

Oase  (Holywell,  St.  Ives). — Season  started,  as  I 
predicted  last  week,  in  very  good  style,  bream  up  to  3Jlb. 
being  taken  by  Mr.  Duff,  who  I  also  had  the  pleasure  of 
piloting  to  a  very  nice  lot  of  roach  and  rudd,  largest  of  the 
latter  going  2 Jib.  and  in  first-rate  condition,  although 
they  were  very  late  spawning  here,  bat  being  a  good 
stroam  on  they  have  cleansed  well. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  water  is  in  excellent 
condition,  and  as  the  river  is  well  stocked  with  fish, 
prospects  of  a  successful  season  are  very  bright.  The 
only  drawback  is  the  weedy  state  of  th3  river,  but  this 
nuisance  will  soon  ba  removed,  as  in  several  lengths 
cutting  has  already  commenced.  Fish  are  feeding  fairly 
well,  rudd  particularly  so;  amongst  others  a  brace  of 
nearly  21b.  each  have  been  caught.  A  few  bream  and 
roach  of  fair  size  have  also  been  taken,  but  they  are  not  at 
present  in  very  good  condition. — B. 

Ouse  (8t.  Neots). — The  season  opened  quietly ;  there 
are  no  fishermen's  tales  of  fabulous  catches  to  relate ; 
stiU,  on  the  whole,  anglers  seem  to  be  very  well  satisfied 
with  their  initial  luck.  On  Saturday,  Geo.  Luff,  a  local 
angler,  got  ten  nice  bream,  the  largest  scaling  31b.  6oz. ; 
and  several  vif  itors  and  others  have  landed  fish  up  to  about 
the  same  weight.  I  have  heard  of  one  gentleman  who  one 
day  got  seventeen  chub  up  to  a  little  over  21b.,  but  I  did 
not  see  theoa.  Roach  of  IJlb  and  eels  up  to  21b.  have 
baen  taken.  The  weeds  in  this  reach  are  shortly  to  be 
cut,  for  the  first  time  for  many  years,  and  this  no  doubt 
will  bring  about  better  sport  than  has  been  had  for  a  very 
long  time. — Wm.  Nash. 

Plymouth. — The  steady  downpour  of  rain  we  have  had 
during  the  last  few  days  has  wonderfully  improved  the 
condition  of  all  our  rivers.  It  has  enabled  the  peal  to  run 
up  in  great  numbers.  Several  have  been  taken  in  the 
Dart,  Plym,  and  Tavy,  Mr.  Winsor  landed  a  nice  one 
last  week.  Trout  fishing  has  much  improved.  Mr.  J.  L, 
Wolferstan,  fishing  on  the  Plym,  had  a  nice  basket  on 
Friday ;  two  of  the  trout  were  in  splendid  condition,  one 
weighing  IJlb.,  and  the  other  IJlb.  Mr.  Newton  has  also 
had  some  very  good  baskets  during  the  week  on  the  same 
river.  One  basket  contained  seven  fish  weighing  over 
51b. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — At  the  present  time  angling  is  pursued  in  this 
neighbourhood  under  the  most  favourable  conditions  as 
far  as  the  water  and  weather  are  concerned,  as  the  keen 
winds  are  no  longer  felt,  having  been  replaced  by  gloriohs 
sunshine,  varied  by  occasional  smart  showers  of  rain, 
which  have  done  wonders  in  freshening  up  the  livers  and 
improving  the  face  of  the  country,  which  now  appears  at 
its  best.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  it  is  still  a  subject  of 
general  complaint  amongst  anglers  that  sport  is  altogether 
much  below  the  average  on  the  trout  streams,  and  a  really 
good  basket  of  fish  is  still  a  rarity,  and  old  and  experienced 
anglers  freely  express  the  opinion  that  in  all  the  rivers  in 
this  neighbourhood  trout  are  bv  far  less  numerous  than 
formerly,  and  are  much  more  diOicalt  to  capture.  During 
the  past  week  very  few  trout  have  been  taken  from  the 
Severn,  and  as  the  close  time  for  coarse  fish  has  now 
expired,  the  generality  of  anglers  find  more  exciting  sport 
with  these  than  with  trout,  and  several  large  specimens 
have  been  captured  during  the  past  few  days.  Towards 
the  close  of  last  week  the  compensation  water  from  Lake 
Vyrnwy  has  been  run  off  into  the  rivpr,  and  at  such  times 
angling  is  invariably  unsuccessful. — Vyrnwy. 

btour  (Qrove  Perry,  Kent), — Several  anglers  visited 
the  water  of  the  Canterbury  Preservation  Society  on  the 
opening  day,  meeting  with  fairly  good  sport.  The  roach 
are  very  late  leaving  the  spawning  grounds  this  year.  On 
June  17  there  was  a  good  attendance  of  anglers,  amongst 
whom  were  noticed  Messrs.  J.  Wheelhoute,  secretary  of 
the  Blackfriars,  with  a  nice  sample  of  roach  about  lib. ; 
J.  Smith,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  good  bag;  Piggott, 
Battersea  Friendly;  A.  Glass  and  Tenipleman,  Walham 
Green ;  several  members  of  the  St.  John's  A.S.  Dr. 
Isherwood  and  Messrs.  Walter  Hyland  and  Turner,  of 
Ramsgate,  have  been  enjoying  very  fair  sport,  several  roach 
up  to  IJlb.  The  Ferry  Hotel  has  changed  hands,  and  anglers 
are  promised  more  liberal  treatment  in  future  ;  boats  can 
also  be  hired  for  fishing. — W. 

Snssex  Rivers  and  Hatbours.— Hope  on,  hope 
ever,  is  the  patient  angler's  motto.  We  get  a  red  etter 
day  oocasioually,  which  amply  compensates  for  our 
disappDintments.  With  the  myriads  of  fish  to  be  seen  in 
the  rivers  when  they  were  secure  against  us,  hope  ran 
high  that  we  should  have  a  good  time  at  the  opening  of 
the  season — a  hope  only  to  be  crushed,  as  many  anglers 
testify.  The  Ouse  was  tried,  with  but  poor  results.  The 
same  applies  to  the  Hamsey  portion  of  the  water.  On 
the  tidal  portion  of  the  Adur  results  have  been  quite  op 
to  expectations.  Several  good  carp  liave  been  taken,  and 
break-ups  have  been  numerous  with  heavy  liah.  Roach 
have  fed  fairly  well.  Mr.  Durrant  has  taken  carp 
up  to  4jlb.  On  the  Cuokmere,  among  the  bream, 
Mr.  I'ain  has  been  successful  with  some  good 
fish,  but  as  a  rule  sport  has  not  been  ap  to  expectations. 
The  llother  is  now  in  fair  order,  a  shade  bright,  perhaps 
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bat  to  the  lovers  of  scenery  combined  with  sport  the  river 
in  the  Midharst  and  Selham  district  is  now  at  its  best. 
Good  roach — which  are  not  yet  in  condition — an  occasional 
brace  of  trcut,  perch,  carp,  gndffoon  galore,  all  tend  to  a 
day's  enjoymei  t.  The  canal  at  Chichester  has  been  well 
patrobised.  Strings  of  small  fry  have  been  taken  by  the 
juvenile  anglers  ;  but.  the  heaviest  bream  recorded  have 
not  exceeded  IJlb.  Boach  up  to  8oz.  and  a  brace  of  J'b. 
tench  taken  at  Donniogton.  Smelt,  small  bass,  eels,  and 
flatfish  Bra  taken  in  Chichester  harbour,  and  at  Little- 
hampton  a  few  mullet  and  fmaU  bass. — Geo.  P.  Salter. 

Taw  {North  Devon).— The  rain,  which  has  con- 
tinually fallen  tince  my  last,  does  not,  as  to  the  quantity, 
raise  the  waters.'  The  ground  was  dry  and  hot.  One 
gent  grumbles  because  he  read  :  "  Rivers  full  of  water, 
fishing  good;"  and  the  most  fish  he  has  taken  in 
one  day,  and  that  in  strictly  preserved  water,  was 
six  brace.  Should  rain  continue  to  fall,  no  doubt  the 
water  will  rise,  but  not  to  spring  height.  It  is  said 
next  year  our  rivers,  which  have  been  closed  for 
two  years,  will  again  be  open,  and  no  doubt  better  fish, 
and  more,  will  fall  to  the  creel.  Salmon  fishing  with  the 
rod  is  at  a  standstill,  the  net  men  not  doing  very  much. 
Flies  really  doing  any  good  are  the  Blue  Upright,  Yellow 
Badger,  Rusty  Blue,  and  Coachman. — Rdsty  Game, 

Teme  (S^udlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  run- 
ning clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for  angling. 
The  heavy  rain  of  last  week  did  not  alter  the  liver,  and 
several  storms  have  been  had  this  week,  but  it  only 
refreshes  the  river,  and  the  fish  move  better  after  the 
showers.  _  Tempest  still  threatens,  and  we  may  get  a  gcod 
fall  of  rain,  which  wiU  upset  fishing  for  a  few  days.  At 
present  the  prospects  for  sport  are  good,  and  there  has  been 
a  good  few  anglers  out,  and  have  used  fly  and  minnow  and 
bottom  baits.  The  May  Fly  has  had  a  very  short  life,  and 
the  season  has  been  a  very  poor  one,  as  the  flies  were  only 
up  about  three  days  and  were  gone  again,  and  the  fish  did 
not  get  the  gorging  they  generally  do,  and  anglers  will 
reap  the  benefit,  as  there  has  not  teen  the  usual  big  hauls 
of  trout  dibbing,  but  some  very  nice  sized  fish  have  been 
landed.  The  best  flies  to  use  are  the  Red  Spirner,  Blue 
Dun,  Orl,  TeJlow  Dun,  with  Coch-y-bondhu,  White  and 
Brown  Moths,  and  White-winged  Coachman  for  evening. 
Minnow  fishing  has  accounted  for  some  good  fish.  Worm 
fishing  good  after  the  rain.  On  Monday  four  brace  of 
trout  were  landed  with  fly.  With  worm,  three  trcut,  lib. 
each,  were  taken  on  Tuesday.  The  otter  hounds  were 
out  on  Thursday  last  at  Leintwardine,  and  killed  a  young 
otter,  14ib.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwjche  are  all 
in  order,  and  if  the  weather  keeps  good  sport  will  be  brisk 
with  fly  and  worm. — 8.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tcnbnxy). — The  water  in  this  part  is  running 
clear  atd  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  very  unsettled  and  some  sharp  storms 
have  been  had  in  the  district,  but  it  has  made  little 
difference  to  the  state  of  the  river,  the  ground  being  so 
dry  little  water  went  into  the  streams.  The  fithing  has 
been  better  in  this  part  of  late,  but  the  May  Fly  seaEon 
has  been  a  very  poor  one,  and  can  be  said  to  be  over  ;  the 
fliies  were  onlycn  about  three  or  f cur  days,  and  the  fish 
had  hardly  begun  to  move  at  them  before  they  were  off 
again.  Fly  fisning  has  been  suocef sful,  and  with  fine 
weather,  which  is  doubtful,  sport  should  be  good  in  this 
district  and  i^ood  fish  landed. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).— The  river  is  now  in  splendid  order 
for  angling,  and  sport  amongst  the  chub  has  been  of  the 
best._  On  Saturday  (though  the  water  was  not  then  in 
condition)  fly-fishers  secured  many  fish  by  fishing  close  in, 
though  nothing  heavy,  best  over  2Jib.  On  Mcniay,  Mr. 
David  Slater  landed  a  lot  (nearly  all  returned),  heaviest 
31b.  ioz.  In  about  an  hour  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Charles 
Chatterton  landed  thirteen  good  fish,  retaining  seven.  On 
Tuesday,  Mr.  D.  Slater  took  chub  almost  wherever  he 
cast  his  fly,  grassing  sixty,  best  21b.  lloz. ;  and  on  Wed- 
nesday, fitty-eight  chub,  five  weighing  over  121b.  Nearly 
all  the  fish  were  thrown  back,  but  tbe  takes  prove  that 
chub  are  numerous.  Eal  fishermen  have  been  busy, 
and  many  have  been  bagged,  also  some  flounders.  Barbel 
are  "  pitching "  freely,  but  I  have  only  heard  of  the 
canture  of  one.    Roach  and  dace  not  on. — Teentsidee. 

XJsk  (Abergavenny).— Water  has  been  freshened  up 
a  little  by  the  recent  storms,  but  no  rise  of  water  worthy 
of  mention.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  sport  of  late,  but 
shall  expect  some  fish  caught  when  we  get  a  fresh. — Eexle 
J.  Delaheld. 

Witbam.  ho.  (Ml£-Llnoolnablre).  —  A  good 
number  of  anglers  put  in  an  appearance  on  the  Witham 
between  Baidney  and  Boston.  Some  of  the  best  sport  on 
the  water  occurred  between  the  bridges  at  Bardney,  but 
shoals  of  bream  were  also  come  across  at  Kirkstead  and  in 
the  reaches  below  Dogdyke  station.  Some  good  sport  was 
also  noticed  on  the  Mount  Pleasant  drain  at  Boston.  In 
this  drain  there  are  vast  numberj  of  bream  in  fairly  good 
condition.  Roach  are  said  to  have  scarcely  got  over  their 
spawning.  Those  which  have  reached  the  river  are  not 
in  the  best  condition  desirable,  and  anglers  will  do  well 
to  leave  them  alone  for  awhile.  We  would  advise  anglers 
to  seek  out  the  perch  haunts.  According  to  reports  from 
other  places,  perch  are  likely  to  show  some  good  sport. 
Several  club  matches  took  place  on  Monday. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  May  Fly 
season  in  this  district  is  considered  to  be  practically  over, 
^although  a  few  are  yet  to  be  seen.  It  has  not  been  one  of 
the  best  of  seasons,  as  the  weather  last  week  when  the  fly 
was  at  its  height  was  very  unsettled,  there  being  thunder, 
heavy  rain,  and  hail  on  most  diys.  In  consequence  very 
few  fish  were  taken  with  this  fly.  However,  the  rivers 
Wye  and  Derwent  have  again  run  down,  and  are  now  in 
fiood  order  for  the  fly.  Gentlemen  who  have  fished  the 
Wye  have  obtained  nice  baskets  ranging  from  two  to  four 
end  six  brace  each  of  good  fish  up  to  tbe  end  of  last  week. 
The  tame  remark  may  be  applied  to  the  Chatsworth 
fisheries.    The  Darley  Dale  Club's  water  has  yielded 


several  nice  creels  of  trout.  Mr.  Cooper  again  on  Friday 
took  two  brace,  and  on  that  day  and  the  following  one 
members  of  this  club  were  eucoeesful  in  obtaining  baskets 
of  from  three  to  six  and  tevcn  brace  per  rod.  A  local 
argler  fishing  near  Mbtlook  Bridge  took  two  and  a  half 
brace  of  nice  fish  frcm  free  water.  The  Matlock  aid 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  has  also  afforded  a 
few  good  trout.  Mr.  Pearson  taking  one  upwards  of  31b.  in 
weight.  Mr.  H.  Buxton,  fishing  from  a  boat  at  Matlock 
Bath,  on  three  nccasions  obtained  three  brace,  two  brace, 
and  one  brace  reepectively.  Several  of  these  weighed  over 
lib.  each,  and  were  taken  by  throwing  with  the  natural 
May  Fly.  There  has  hem  a  nice  few  good  fith  taken  below 
Cromford,  and  the  Whatstandwell  reaches  also  of  tbe 
Derwent  have  jielded  several  good  trout.  Grayliog  and 
other  fresh  water  fish  are  now  in  season,  but  I  have  net 
heard  of  any  of  the  former  being  taken.  The  following 
flies  will  be  found  useful :  Yellow  Dun,  Dotterel  Hackle, 
Olive  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  and  Ash  Dun.  For  evening, 
Sand  Fly  and  Orange  Bumble.— Dotterel. 

Tort.  Swa  e,  Whaife,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Otise, 
etc.,  Yorkshire. — The  thunderstorms  of  last  week 
freshened  all  the  Yorkshire  rivers  and  improved  the 
trout  fishing.    The  Stone  Fly  and  the  May  Fly  are  now 
things  of  the  past,  and  as  far  as  I  can  glean  few  heavy  bags 
have  been  made  with  either,  the  trout  in  most  cases  taking 
the  smaller  flies  in  preference.    Some  good  trout  have 
been  caught  in  the  Yore,  Mr.  Collinson  having  good  sport, 
killing  one  afternoon  fourteen  fine  fish,  and  on  another 
occasion  sixteen  ;  other  anglers  have  had  good  sport  early 
in  the  mornings  and  in  the  evenings  ;  the  Miller's  Thumb 
Devon  still  kills  first-class,  and  the  upstream  worm  has  also 
accounted  for  good  dishes  of  nice  fish.   From  |the  Swale  I 
hear  that  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  has 
taken  place  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances 
which  have  been  known  for  years.    On  Friday  and  Satur- 
day both  the  Swale,  the  Wiske,  and  Bedale  Beck  waters 
were  nicely  tinged  with  flood  water,  and  the  fish  were  on 
the  feed,  with  the  result  that  some  very  heavy  takes  of 
fish  have  to  be  recorded.   A  few  of  the  members  of  the 
Black  Ox  Club  were  out,  and  one  member,  who  comes  from 
a  distance,  showe  a  nice  mixed  basket  of  trout,  grayling, 
dace  at  Leeming  Bar  Station  :  while  another  member,  who 
had  fished  the  lower  portion  of  the  water  towards 
GrimeEcar,  bad  some  champion  roach  in  his  pannier.  On 
the  river  Wiske,  too,  some  splendid  sport  was  enjoyed  by 
a  small  bacd  of  anglers  from  Northallerton,  who  had 
maggots  for  bait.    On  the  Cod  Beck  a  Northallerton 
angler  caught  five  very  fine  trout  with  the  upstream  worm 
last  Thursday.    But  Mr.  Russell  had  the  best  sport,  and 
the  heaviest  basket  of  fish  which  has  been  seen  for  some 
time.    Starting  at  EUer  Beck  Bridge,  he  fished  tbe  up- 
stream worm  to  Osmotherley,  and  caught  nine  and  a  half 
brace  of  fish.    The  majority  of  the  trout  weighed  Jib.,  but 
there  were  four  or  five  fish  which  brought  down  the  scales 
with  a  thump  when  a  pound  weight  was  put  in.  Mr. 
Smithson  has  also  been  very  successful  in  angling  at  Eller 
Beck,  he  securing  some  nice  trout  with  the  worm,  while 
another  well-known  angler  from  Romanby  killed  a  nice 
few  with  the  fly  on  the  same  beck.    A  good  many  anglers 
tried  the  Swale  at  Morton  on  Saturday,  and  they  all  met 
with  a  fair  amount  of  success,  several  of  them  killing  some 
big  barbel  with  lobworms.    Maggots  appear  to  be  the 
most  successful  lure,  but  those  who  could  fish  the  Black 
Gnat  Fly  did  best  with  the  trout.    Several  club  matches 
have  fished.    The  York  Navigation  Angling  Association 
held  their  first  match  of  the  season  on  Saturday,  at 
WestCottingwith,  by  the  kind  permission  of  Mr.  Dunning- 
ton  Jefferson,  Thicket  Priory.   The  weather  was  all  that 
could  be  desired,  aid,  the  water  being  in  very  fair  condition, 
nearly  all  the  members  contributed  to  the  weigh-in.  The 
following  were  the  principal  prize  winners:   First,  J. 
Walls;  Eccond,  John  Hopcut ;  third,  T.  Peckett;  fourth, 
John  Wood;  fifth,  W.  Bean;   sixth,  S.  Bardy,  sen.; 
seventh,  F.  Curtis ;  eighth,  J.  White ;  ninth,  W.  A. 
Plows  ;  tenth,  G.  R'dley ;  eleventh,  J.  Wrigglesworth  ; 
twelfth,  E.  Marshbll.    On  the  same  day  the  York 
St.  Lawrence  Friendly  Angling  Society  fished  their  first 
match  of  the  season  in  the  club  waters  at  8utton-on- 
Derwent.   The  day  was  beautifully  fine,  and  the  outing 
was  much  enjoyed  by  the  thirty-five  members  who  took  part 
in  it.   The  following  were  the  principal  prize  winners : 
First,  Mr.  J.  Green,  31b.  7oz. ;  second,  Mr.  J,  Heppell, 
lib.  5oz. ;  third,  Mr.  H.  Skilbeck,  lib.  4oz. ;  fourth,  Mr. 
J.  Atkin,  lib.  2oz. ;  fifth,  Mr.  W.  Newby,  IS^oz. ;  sixth, 
Mr.  J.  Cartwright,  14|oz.    Mr.  W.  Newby  won  Mr. 
Spurr's   special   for    the   heaviest   fish   with   a  fish 
weighing  ll|oz.    With  two  exceptions,  every  member 
caught  fish.    On  Monday  the  Rose  and  Crown  Caldwark 
Angling  Club  held  their  opening  match  at  East  Cotting- 
witti,  when,  owing  to  the  calmness  of  the  water,  the  catch 
was  not  up  to  the  standard.    However,  in  spite  of 
disadvantages,  a  novice  brought  off  the  first  prize,  viz., 
Thomas  Watson;  second,  W.  Moss;  third,  T.  Horwell. 
A  very  pleasant  outing  was  enjoyed  by  the  twenty-five 
members  that  took  part  in  the  contest.    On  the  Wharfe 
several  anglers  have  visited   the   district   of  Bolton 
Abbey  and  Ilkley,  some  very  fair  sport  being  had  with  fly 
and  upstream  worm.    On  the  lower  reaches  of  this  river 
the  bottom  fishermen  Jiave  had  some  very  fair  sport 
amongst  the  roach,  dace,  chub,  &c.   At  Tadcaster  seveial 
anglers  caught  good  baskets  of  mixed  fish.    Mr.  Gunnie 
has  weighed  91b.  9oz.,  also  91b.  4oz.  for  the  special  five 
baskets  prize  held  at  the  Robin  Hood  Club  for  its 
members.    Mr.  Gunnie's  fish  were  a  fin;  lot,  and  caught 
with  the  aid  of  maggot.   On  Monday  Mr.  Parkinson  and 
friends  had  very  fair  sport  at  Tadcaster  amongst  the 
perch.    The  sport  has  been  good.    Mr.  Hayes,  of  the 
Golden  Fleece  Club,  has  landed  a  very  fine  perch  weighing 
2^ib.,  caught  with  maggot.    It  was  in  very  tine  condition. 
The  fish  has  been  sent  to  me  for  preservation.    Sport  on 
the  Derwent  has  been  rather  slow.    The  roach,  dace,  and 
chub  have  been  apparently  "  off,"  and  several  anglers  have 


returned  with  empty  creels.  Several  lots  of  roach,  eels, 
and  flounders  have  been  caught  in  the  river  Ouee  at 
Acaeter.  Mr.  Haddock  and  friends,  on  Saturday,  secured 
a  very  fine  basket,  weigbir  g  91b.,  of  mixed  fieh,  with  the 
worm.  The  magsjot  could  be  very  little  good  on  thij  par- 
ticular part  of  tiie  river.  Scvral  anglers  have  again  had 
very  good  sportat  B'  roughbiidge.  On  the  Ure  teveral  good 
baskets  of  91b.  to  12lb.  ot  fi»h  have  bpcn  got.  I  am  told 
there  are  swarms  of  fish  there  of  all  clastes  arid  tizej 
Ijing  in  sboals  below  the  bridge  and  canal  at  the  Brewery 
end.  Mr.  Tonks  landed  a  very  nice  jick,  wf-igbiog  abouc 
41b.,  on  fine  tackle  wLi'st  tishit  g  for  roach  witu  maggot*  ; 
his  basket  alpo  contained  a  fane  chub,  also  other  fish. 
Prom  many  of  the  favourable  angli  g  stations  it  is  confi- 
dently expected  that  this  season  will  prove  to  be  a  very 
successful  one,  as  there  are  a  great  quantity  of  fish,  and  in 
very  good  condition.  The  Leeds  Amalgamation  hive 
turned  into  their  waters  at  Roundhay  about  three  hundred 
chub,  averaging  about  IJlb.  each  and  in  splendid  condition. 
I  hear  several  anglers  have  tiied  the  lakes  at  Roonihay, 
but  very  little  has  been  done ;  a  few  pike  have  been  got 
with  the  aid  of  live  bait.  The  best  flies  for  next  week  are 
the  Bracken  Clock,  Brown  Owl,  Knotted  Midge,  Stone 
Midge,  Poult  Bloa,  and  Black  Midge.— J.  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station  Street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Abarfeldy  (Breadalbane  Arms).- Since  last  report 
Mr.  Curtler,  fishing  Loch-na-Craig,  caught  thirteen 
trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Mcintosh,  twenty-two  trout,  over  91b. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 
— On  9th  inst.,  Mr.  Campbell,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  forty- 
three  trout,  121b. ;  Messrs.  Chalmers,  on  Loch  L'rigill, 
eighty-six,  241b. ;  Mr.  Laing,  on  same  loch,  three  and  a 
half  dozen,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Croall,  on  Loch  Cama,  forty,  111b. ; 
and  Mr.  Ronalds,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  forty-seven,  IClb. 
Total  for  the  day,  258  trout,  7Glb.  On  11th,  Messrs. 
Chalmers,  on  Loch  Urigill  (half  day  only),  forty-eight 
trout,  1  lib.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  N.  Campbell,  London, 
on  Loch  Cama,  forty-nine,  171b. ;  and  Mesirs.  Laing  ana 
Croall,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  forty-seven,  14'.b.  On  12th,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  N.  Campbell,  on  Loch  Cama,  three  and 
three-quarter  dozen,  14lb. ;  Messrs.  Chalmers,  cn  same 
Irch,  two  and  a  half  dozen,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  Laing,  on  L  jch 
Urigill,  four  dozen,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Croall.  on  same  loch,  five 
dozen,  17ib. ;  and  Mr.  Halcro,  Sunderlard  (one  hour 
only),  one  dozen,  4'!b.  On  13th,  Dr.  Greig,  Wakefield,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  forty-one  trout,  lljlb. ;  Mr.  Chalmers,  on 
same  loch,  forty,  lljlb.  ;  Mr.  David  Croall,  cn  Lech 
Cama,  thirty,  lllb. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  N.  Campbell, 
on  Loch  Veyatie,  forty-one,  121b.  The  14th  was  sacra- 
mental fast  day,  and  no  giliies  available,  nevertheless 
Messrs.  Campbell  and  Halcro,  on  Loch  Urigill,  had  sixty- 
eight  trout,  191b. ;  and  Messrs.  Greig  and  Chalmers,  fitty, 
171b.  Since  then  similar,  if  not  better,  baskets  have  been 
made.  This  week  a  favourable  change  in  the  weather  has 
taken  place. — B. 

Border  Ssk  and  Liddle. — Yellow  trout  are  still  in 
the  ascendant  in  these  two  Border  rivers  and  their  tribu- 
taries, sea  trout  being,  comparatively  speaking,  scarce. 
Many  anglers  are  forsaking  the  Etk  in  favour  of  the 
Liddle,  and  nice  baskets  of  101b.  and  upwards  have  baen 
got  in  the  latter  river.  Captain  Listen  had  a  grand 
basket  in  the  lower  reaches,  ten  of  his  trout  averaging  fib. 
each.  Mr.  J.  Cowan  had  a  basket  of  91b.  in  the  upper 
reaches.  Mr.  J.  Dixon,  Mr.  Tom  Graham,  and  other 
Longtown  anglers  have  also  been  successful  with  yellow 
trout  in  the  Liddle.  The  tributaries  of  both  rivers  are 
affording  gocd  spoit,  and  good  baskets  have  been  got  in 
the  Ewes,  close  to  Lingholm,  and  also  in  the  Tarras. 
Fishing  in  the  Esk,  Mr.  J.  Musgrove  had  a  nice  sea  trout, 
and  Mr.  Tweddie  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout,  and 
one  sea  trout.  Mr.  J.  Graham  had  a  sea  trout  in  the  mid- 
reaches  of  the  Esk,  and  Mr.  Charlton  killed  three  in  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch's  water.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  Mr. 
W.  Law  had  a  fine  sea  trout.  Mr.  G.  S.  Grant  killed  two 
dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  lower  reaches,  and  Mr.  J. 
Hotson  caught  over  two  dozen  in  the  same  water.  Fishing 
at  Glenferra,  in  the  Ejk,  Mr.  McMillan  caught  several 
sea  trout,  one  of  31b.,  with  fly;  and  in  Langholm  water, 
Mr.  Weatherstone  creeled  three  nice  sea  trout.  Fishing 
in  Crannelholm  water  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Majoribanks,  on  Friday,  caught  a  salmon  weighing  81b. 
and  twenty  yellow  trout.  Meesrj.  Carruthers  and  E.  Bell 
creeled  eighteen  dozen  yellow  trout,  some  of  them  IJlb. 
weight.  Mr.  Hotson  caught  twelve  yeUow  trout  in  the 
Liddle  on  Saturday,  and  on  Tuesday  the  same  angler  had 
a  nice  basket  of  twenty  yellow  trout,  two  of  them  weighing 
each  IJlb.,  and  also  a  sea  trout.  Mr.  Hotson  had  a  basket 
of  yellow  trout  in  Westerkirk  water.  Fairly  good  sport 
has  been  had  in  the  mid  reaches.  Miss  Church  had  one 
sea  trout  in  the  Canonbie  water  below  Bridge.  Dr. 
Anderson  has  had  fair  sport  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk. 
Mr.  Steel  and  Mr.  J.  Ballantyne  have  also  done  well. 
Mr.  Smith  had  lOlb.  yellow  trout  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Liddlo,  and  one  sea  trout.  Mr.  Mason  creeled  61b.  in 
the  same  water.  Mr.  J.  Nichol  had  51b.  yellow  trout  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle.  Mr.  J.  Dickson  had 
three  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  same  water.  Fishing  in 
the  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  W.  Ross  had  sixteen  yellow 
trout;  Mr.  W.  Harkness  had  a  dozen  ;  and  Mr.  William 
Murray  and  Mr.  Robert  Latimer  had  each  a  couple  of 
dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  Bjreburn-foot  water.  Mr.  W. 
Davidson  had  a  nice  sea  trout  and  a  dczsn  yellow  trout  in 
the  same  gocd  stretch  of  water.  Below  Gilnockie  Bridge 
Mr.  Todd  caught  two  dozen  yellow  trout  and  a  couple  of 
sea  trout.  Sea  trout  are  yet  scarce  in  the  Firth.  Messrs. 
Musgrove,  Tweddie,  and  Scott  have  each  had  a  couple  of 
sea  trout,  and  Mr.  Mason,  Rockliffe,  and  some  Carlisle 
anglers  have  done  fairly  well.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Esk  Mr.  Swain  had  a  nice  sea  trout  below  Tarrasfoot. 
Mrs.  Joe  Anderson  had  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout 
above  Langholm,  and  Mr.  Borthwick  caught  a  sea  treat 
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below  Bridge.  Good  sport  his  bsen  had  in  the  Hermitatte, 
the  E  ves,  the  Tarras,  and  most  of  the  other  tribu-^ries 
of  the  two  parent  atreama. — Gilxockie. 

Carroll,  East  ir  B>  ss  (ArAaa. ',  N.B.).— Since 
last  reported  very  little  sport  in  ealmon  or  grilse  angling 
has  been  got.  Mr.  W.  Allij-Smitb,  of  Glencilvie,  cmght 
a  few  salmon,  averagitg  about  101b.,  on  the  upper  waters. 
— B. 

p  jveron  (Banffshire).  —  Some  heavy  showers  of 
rain  fall  in  the  begianing  of  this  week,  which  slightly 
raised  the  water,  which  has  been  ruaning  for  some 
time  at  summer  level.  Except  ia  the  Huntly  and  upper 
reaches,  where  an  occasional  tish  is  killed,  there  has  been 
nothing  done  of  late  in  the  middle  and  lower  sections. 
For  twelve  days,  endine  on  the  9ih  inst.,  Mr.  F.  G.  Faed, 
Edinburah,  on  the  Huntly  and  Cormehaugh  waters, 
caught  356  trout,  weighing  1531b.  On  the  free  fishing  at 
Bans,  the  net  fishermen  on  the  river  have  been  plying 
the  nets  daily,  with  the  result  that  few  trout  are  left. 
No  salmon  or  grilse  have  been  netted  on  the  river  for  the 
past  week.  On  the  coast,  although  salmon  are  getting 
scarce,  grOse  are  increasing  in  numbers,  and  from  all  the 
stations  there  was  a  fair  yield  for  the  week.  Grilse  are 
of  fine  quality  and  gaining  in  weight,  the  average  being 
41b. 

luchnadampli  Hotel  (Sutherland).— June  11,  Mr. 
Frost,  Traligali,  fifieen  trout,  4lb. ;  Mr.  Corstorphine, 
Skeig,  seventeen  trout,  9ib.  ;  Mr.  P.  and  Miss  Daisy 
Hooper,  Letteressa,  twenty-nine  trout,  9Jlb.  j  Mr.  Hooper, 
H.  Assj  ns,  ten  trout,  51b.,  and  one  ferox,  81b. ;  Dr.  Dickson, 
Castle  Bay,  seventeen  trout,  7ib. ;  Mr.  Finlaytor,  Awe, 
thirty-three  trout,  111b.  June  12,  Mr.  Corstorphine, 
GUlaroo,  twelve  tront,  61b. Mr.  Hooper,  Skeig,  twenty- 
two  trout,  6ilb. ;  Mf.  Marshall,  Mid  Assynt,  twenty-four 
trout,  7ib. ;  Miss  Daisy  Hooper,  West  Assynt,  one  feror, 
3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Hooper,  West  Assynt,  three  trout,  4Jlb.  June 
13,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mid  Assynt,  ten  trout,  4lb. ;  Mr.  F.  and 
Miss  Daisy  Hooper,  West  Assynt,  nineteen  trout,  71b. ; 
Mr._  Corstorphine,  Head,  twelve  tront,  61b. ;  Mr.  Frost, 
Skeig,  ten  trout,  51b. ;  Dr.  Dickson,  Awe,  twenty  trout, 
81b. ;  Mr.  Finlaytor,  Letteresea,  sixteen  trout,  61b. 
Jane  14,  Mr.  Corstorphine,  Letteressa,  thirty-six  trout, 
141b.  ;  Mr.  Finlaytor,  West  Assynt,  one  /ero? ,  51b. ; 
Mr.  Marshall,  Awe,  forty-eight  trout,  181b.  June  15, 
Mr.  Corstorphine,  Awe,  forty  trout,  301b.  ;  Dr.  Dickson, 
Castle  Bay,  fifteen  trout,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Marshall,  Head 
Assynt,  six  trout,  4ib. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frost,  Letteressa, 
twenty  trout,  Clb.  ;  Mr.  HoDper,  Mid  Assynt,  two  trout, 
2lb.,  and  one  fero.c,  4|lb. ;  Mr.  F.  Hooper,  Castle  Bay, 
fifteen  trout,  /^ib. ;  Miss  Daisy  Hooper,  Castle  Bay,  one 
ferox,  2Jlb.  June  16,  Miss  Daisy  Hooper,  Skeig,  one 
feror,  2Jib.  ;  Mr.  Hooper,  Awe,  fifty-two  trout,  19lb.  ; 
Mr.  Finlaytor,  Letteressa,  twelve  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Froat, 
Head  Assynt,  thirteen  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Marshall,  Hill 
Lochs,  one  tr -ut,  21b. — W.  Wallace. 

Loih  Katrine  (strona  hlachar). — Fishing  from 
Stronacblachar  Hotel  on  Tliursday,  June  14,  Dr. 
McGregor  and  friend  had  twenty-seven  trout,  weighing 
14 Jib. ;  Mr.  TurnbuU,  twenty-three ;  Mr.  Allan,  thirteen  ; 
Mr.  Carrick,  six.  On  Friday,  June  15,  Mr.  Allan  had 
eleven ;  Mr  Carrick,  ten ;  Mr.  Drayson,  fifteen,  weighing 
5Jlb.  On  Saturday,  June  16,  Mr.  Turnbull  had  sixteen  ; 
Mr.  Carrick,  sixteen ;  Mr.  Cobb,  thirteen ;  Mr.  Ewing, 
eleven  ;  Dr.  Gowing,  seven  ;  Mr.  Drayson,  saven,  heavi»st 
lib.  IOjz.  ;  Mr.  Fergus,  seven ;  Mr.  Allan,  seven ;  Mr. 
Clark,  four.  On  Monday,  June  18,  Mr.  Drayson,  sixteen ; 
Mr.  Fergus,  fifteen  ;  Mr.  TurnbuU,  ten ;  Mr.  Yule,  seven ; 
Mr.  Griffiths,  four  ;  Dr.  Bealey,  three ;  Sir  Wm.  Marsh, 
two;  Dr.  Gowing,  four.  On  Tuesday,  June  19,  Mr. 
Fergus,  ten ;  Dr.  Gowing,  six,  weighing  4Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Griffiths,  four. — Donald  Ferguson. 

Loohleven  {Kinross}.— A  week  of  bright,  sultry 
weather  has  been  against  sport,  and  the  catches  hive  been 
light.  The  following  were  the  bast  creels  of  fish  :  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Laitd,  London,  fourteen  trout,  91b. ;  Mr. 
Derapsttr,  Glasgow,  fifteen,  12ib  ,  andtKenty.  131b.  ;  Mr. 
Graham,  Dundee,  thirty-two,  201b.  ;  Mr.  Graham  and 
Mr.  Dunlop,  Bridge  <  f  Allan,  eighteen,  151b. ;  Mr.  R'a, 
Newcastle,  seventeen,  lUb.,  ar  d  fourteen,  91b.  8jz.  ;  Mr. 
Pumphrey,  twelve,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Vaughan,  Newcastle,  twelve, 
71b. ;  Mr.  J.  Young,  Glasgow,  eight,  71b. ;  Mr.  G.  F. 
White  and  Mr.  T.  E.  Frost,  Edinburgh,  twenty-one,  181b.  ; 
Mr.  Young,  Aberdour,  ten,  81b. ;  Capt.  Garnett,  Wyra- 
■ide,  Lancaster,  twenty-one,  14ib.  8oz.,  and  twenty-one, 
171b. ;  Mr.  A.  P.  Reid,  Johnston,  fourteen,  101b. ;  Mr. 
Hamilton,  Dundee,  thirteen,  91b.  8jz.,  and  eight,  7ib. ; 
Mr.  J.  B.  Mills  and  Mr.  W.  Scott,  Dundee,  fourteen, 
6lb.  12oz. ;  Mr.  MacKay,  Edinburgh,  seventeen,  101b.  8oz. ; 
Twenty-seven  members  of  the  Edinburgh  Waverley  Club 
took  107  trout,  751b.  First,  Mr.  R.  L.  Porter,  nine, 
Clb.  9  iz.  Mr.  W.  Wilson  won  the  first  prize  at  the  Fife- 
Bhire  Club  Ccmpitition  with  five  tront,  51b.  Thirty  rods 
in  the  Dundee  Club  killed  fi?hty-two  trout,  62lb.  14oz. 
First,  Mr.  C.  Gonrlay,  four,  51b.  9oz.  The  heaviest  trout 
killed  during  Vac,  weelj  was  one  of  2ilb. — Robkrt  Laino. 

LoofanesB  (Fojets  Hotel).— Fishing  Loch  Mhor 
from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  Monday,  June  11,  Messrs.  Ilarney 
and  Wiiliamson  had  thirteen  trout,  81b.  ;  one  fish  in  this 
ba«ket  was  a  fine  one  of  2ib.  Mecirs.  Jas.  F.  Elder  and 
John  Baird,  <  f  Glasgow,  had  six  trout,  3ib.  Mr.  Thomas 
had  five,  ?,\  b.  On  the  12th,  Mepsrs.  Williamson  and 
Harney  hs^d  six  trout,  31b.  On  the  ISth,  Messrs.  William- 
son and  Harney,  eight  trout,  81b.  On  the  14tli,  Messrs. 
Wi  liamcon  and  IlMrney,  seventeen  trout,  9Jlb.  (one  fish 
weighing  2;jlb).  On  the  15  h,  MesHrs.  Williamson  and 
Ilifiu  y,  thirt^in  trout,  91b. — S.  Tn-HTf)N. 

laoih  Ha&noih  (Bnnalastair  Hotel).— June  4, 
Mr.  Durrarit,  Kdiijburgh,  fifteen  trout,  5ilb.  June  8,  Mr. 
Dunant,  KJinburgh,  thirteen,  51b.  ;  Capt.  Scott,  Surrey, 
Mr.  0.  C.  Scott.  MolTat,  eight,  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Graham, 
London,  three,  I  Jib.  June  9,  Mr.  Crawshay,  Ayr,  Jliver 
Tummel,  fifteen,  101b. ;  Capt.  and  Mr.  Scott,  seventeen, (ilb. 
Jone  11,  Capt.  and  Mr.  Scott,  twenty-four,  71b.  June  13, 


Mr.  Graham,  twelve,  3Jlb. ;  Capt.  and  Mr.  Scott,  thirty- 
two,  71b.  June  14,  Capt.  and  Mr.  Soott,  thirty-eight, 
7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Graham,  twenty-six,  4J'b. ;  Messrs.  Sykes  and 
Dobell,  fourteen,  SJlb.  June  15,  Mr.  Graham,  four,  21b.  ; 
Capt.  Scott,  thirty-four,  7ilb.  ;  Messrs.  Sykes  and  Dobell, 
forty -eight,  9|lb.  June  16,  Capt.  Scott,  twenty-nine,  61b. 
June  18,  Capt  Soott,  twenty-two,  SJlb. ;  Mr.  Dobell,  ten, 
Ijib.  ;  Mr.  Syk"?,  twenty-three,  6ib. 

Loch  Ruthven. — June  11,  Mr.  Dalziel  and  party, 
eighty-five  trout,  30Jlb.  ;  12i,h,  sixty-seven,  251b.;  13oh, 
fiftj-nine ;  14ih,  ninety-four ;  15th,  forty-seven ;  16ch, 
sizty-four. 

Melvioh  Hotiil  (Sutherland shire) .—On  June  12 
Mr.  Fu.-oie  had  eight  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Glass  and  Mr.  C. 
Fraser,  twelve,  61b. ;  Mr.  W.  Fraser  and  Mr.  Howden, 
sixteen,  111b.  On  the  13th  Messrs.  Howden  and  W. 
Fraser  had  nine,  61b. ;  Messrs  Glass  and  C.  Fraser, 
twenty-eight,  121b.  On  the  14th  Messrs.  Purdie  and  Evans 
had  thirty-one.  151b. ;  Mr.  Young,  twenty-five,  81b.  On  the 
16th  Messrs.  Purdie  and  Evans  had  fifteen,  lipb.  On  the 
18th  Mr._  Young  had  twelve,  71b. ;  Messrs.  Pardie  and 
Evans,  nineteen,  lljlb. — A.  McIntosh. 

North-East  of  dootland. — Thunderstorms  have  been 
frequent  during  the  past  week,  and  sport  at  a  discount 
accordingly.  Considerable  rains  have  fallen,  but  not 
enough  to  move  more  tbau  the  side  streams  a  few  inches ; 
while  the  main  streams  have.scarcely  been  affected  at  all. 
On  the  Upper  Dee  waters  Mr.  Gumming  had  considerable 
sport,  but  nothing  like  the  record  of  the  previous  week. 
On  the  Upper  Invercauld  section  Col.  Morland  has  had 
one  or  two  daily.  Grilse  are  more  plentiful  in  the  Upper 
Dee  waters  than  they  are  on  the  Nether  sections,  have  run 
through,  and  are  there  being  got  of  3|lb.  and  41b.  weight. 
Her  Majesty  moved  her  court  on  Wednesday.  Mr. 
Mather  had  very  good  sport  first  three  weeks  of  her  stay, 
but  since  then  little  has  been  done.  On  the  Ballater 
waters  Mr.  Bristow's  party  are  having  an  occasional 
fish.  Most  of  the  anglers  on  the  middle  and 
lower  waters  have  finished  angling  for  the  season. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  FitzwUliam  left  Ballogie  last 
week  after  a  record  spring  fishing.  On  the  Inchmarlo 
waters  Messrs.  Davidson  still  get  an  oooasional  fish,  and 
the  same  on  the  Cairnton.  Mr.  George  Davidson  and 
party  have  over  100  salmon  for  the  spring  season  on  the 
Park  water,  which  is  the  best  on  record.  On  the  Don 
poaching  is  rife,  and  several  gangs  have  recently  been 
caught.  On  the  Ythan  (tidal),  Mr.  andMrj.  Jopp,  for 
four  days  running,  had  14Ib.  of  sea  trout  and  finnock, 
while  Mr.  Mitchell  had  similar  results.  Grilse  are  more 
plentiful  on  the  coast,  over  forty  being  got  in  one  net 
belonging  to  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  on  Wednesday 
morning.  The  prices  have  fallen  to  Is.  4Jd.  par  lb., 
being  6d.  off  a  slump.  Both  salmon  and  grilse 
are  of  very  fine  quality,  tne  latter  weighing  from  31b.  to 
61b.  Trout  are  beginning  to  be  more  plentiful,  but  they 
are  far  less  numerous  than  is  mostly  the  case  at  this  time. 
The  salmon  hatchery  at  Fith  Street,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Walker,  of  the  Aberdeen  Salmon  Company, 
has  again  had  a  very  successful  season.  Of  the  40,000  eggs 
laid  down  about  35,000  fry,  from  eight  to  ten  weeks  old, 
have  been  planted  in  the  Dee  at  Crathes  and  the  Don  at 
Inverurie.  The  hatchery  is  maintained  by  the  joint 
boards. — G.  M. 

Overscai^  Hotel  Waters  (via  Iiairgf.  N.B.).— 
On  8th  inst..  Rev.  Canon  Faber,  Doncaster,  on  Upper 
Flag,  got  eleven  trout,  4Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Bickersteth, 
Birkenhead,  on  Loch  Merkland,  three  dozen,  101b. 
From  that  date  to  Saturday  last  good  baskets  were  made 
by  a  number  of  anglers.  On  Saturday,  Rev.  Canon 
Faber,  on  Loch  Griam,  had  forty-feven  trout,  15lb. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bickersteth,  on  Lower  Mid-Shin,  twenty,  71b. ; 
Messrs.  Beard  and  Hughes,  Birkenhead,  on  Loch  Merk- 
land, thirty,  111b.  ;  Majjr  Dixon  and  Miss  Dixon,  London, 
on  Loch  Gorm,  fifty-nine  trout,  151b. ;  and  Rev.  Arch- 
deacon Prescott  and  son,  Carlisle,  on  Top-Shin,  twenty- 
six  trout,  12ib.  Good  baskets  made  since.  Weather  and 
ansling  prospects  improving  at  middle  of  this  week. — 'B. 

Oybell  Bridge  Hotel  Waters  (via  Iialrgf,  N.B.). 
— Ou  13th,  Mr.  W.  Langmore,  Leicester,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  had  seventeen  trout,  71b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Usher, 
Edinburgh,  on  Loch  Clasbmore,  sixty-eight,  281b.  On 
14th,  Mr.  Langmore,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twenty-six,  131b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Usher,  on  Loch  Clasbmore,  seventy-five,  301b. 
On  15th,  Mr.  Langcnore,  on  Loch  Clasbmore,  fifty,  201b. 
During  the  past  fortnight  the  rivers  Oykell  and  Einig 
have  been  too  low  for  salmon  or  grilse  angling,  but  at  the 
middle  of  this  week  there  was  every  appearance  of  a 
change  for  the  better. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— Since  last  reported  the 
following  has  been  the  sport :.  On  5th  Mr.  Edward 
Buxton  got  a  salmon  121b. ;  on  6th,  Mr.  Lawrence 
Buxton,  one  of  111b. ;  on  7th  the  party  fished  Loch 
Craggie,  and  got  twenty-one  trout,  171b. ;  on  12th  they 
had  twenty  trout,  141b. ;  on  15th  Mr.  Buxton  got  a 
salmon  of  91b. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  streams  are  low 
this  week,  though  they  are  in  fair  order  for  small  fly. 
Fishing  with  the  clear  water  worm  is  giving  fair  sport  on 
some  of  the  rivers,  and  some  excellent  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  have  been  caught  with  that  lure.  There  is  an 
improved  show  of  sea  trout  in  the  waters  now,  though 
they  have  not  been  risirg  at  all  well  to  the  fly  during  the 
diytime.  Nearly  the  wnole  of  the  sport  in  the  rivers  of 
thii  part  of  the  country  among  sea  trout  has  been  with 
the  night  fly.  Only  the  keenest  fishermen  have  gone  out 
at  iii|{ht ;  others  are  waiting  on  until  the  waters  are  in  ply 
for  day  fishing.  In  the  coarse  of  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  the  herling  should  be  ascending  the  Solway  streams. 
One,  OB  reported  last  week,  was  caught  in  the  Annan,  and 
several  have  been  seen  rising.  There  are,  however,  very 
few  up  so  far,  and  the  probability  is  they  will  not  migrate 
much  before  their  usual  time  at  the  fore-part  of  next 
month.   There  was  a  fair  show  of  sea  trout  in  the  Bolway 


nets  ou  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  a  small  shoal  was  seen 
in  the  Annan  at  the  town  bridge  on  Tuesday.  In  the 
Murraythwaite  portion  of  the  Annin  a  salmon  about  121b. 
was  caught,  but  I  did  not  learn  with  what  lure,  and 
another  of  9Jlb.  was  taken  in  the  Lockerbie  section  by  Mr. 
McLean.  In  the  Wamphray  water  a  number  of  fine 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  fallen  to  different  anglers. 
The  worm  accounted  for  the  best  fish,  as  well  as  the 
heaviest  catches.  In  the  lower  portions  of  this  river  the 
sport  has  been  at  a  standstill  this  week.  In  the  middle 
reaches  of  the  Nith  there  is  a  fine  show  of  sea  trout,  and 
though  some  good  ones  weighing  up  to  2Jlb.  have  been 
cau^at,  the  sport  has  not  been  all  that  could  be  desired. 
In  the  Mid-Nithsdale  portion,  near  Thornhill,  local  rods 
have  had  some  nice  sea  trout,  and  one  or  two  g3od  ones 
have  been  kiUed  by  visitors  fishing  late  in  the  evening  with 
fly.  The  Red  Spinner  Fly  and  the  Woodcock  and  Hare's 
Ear  have  being  doing  well  at  the  edge  of  dark.  In  the 
Sanquhar  waters  the  local  anglers  have  had  sea  trout,  as 
well  as  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  Nothing  is  doing  at 
present  in  the  tributaries,  as  the  streams  are  too  low  for 
sport.  There  is  a  dearth  of  angling  news  this  week  from 
the  Galloway  portion  of  the  district.  The  Kirkcud- 
brightshire Dee,  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  and  other 
neighbouring  streams  are  all  low  and  out  of  order 
for  good  sport.  On  the  lochs  several  small  baskets 
of  trout  were  taken  last  week-end  with  the  fly. 
The  Ayrshire  lochs  have  been  doing  pretty  well.  Fishing 
Loch  Doon  of  Dalmellington,  on  Friday,  Messrs.  McLean, 
Kilbride  House,  Crossbill,  killed  forty-three  yellow  trout 
with  fly,  and  on  the  previous  day  Mr.  McDougall,  Cambus- 
lang,  caught  thirty-nine.  Other  individual  rods  have  had 
fair  sport,  though  the  trout  caught  were  not  large.  The 
Bothwell  and  Blantyre  Angling  Clubs  held  their  annual 
competition  on  Loch  Doon  on  Saturday,  when  a  total  of 
176  trout  were  caught,  weighing  35Jlb.  The  New 
Cumnock  Club  held  their  secand  competition  on  Saturday, 
when  fair  catches  were  made.  Messrs.  A.  McAtte,  A. 
Mellie,  of  Bush,  and  R.  Shankland.  were  the  most 
successful  rods.  A  number  of  visitors  from  Moffat,  of 
Dumfries-shire,  fished  the  higher  portions  of  the  Clyde  last 
week,  and  had  fair  sport,  but  the  trout  were  small.  The 
Carmyle  Club  held  an  all-night  competition  on  the  upper 
waters  of  the  same  river  on  Friday,  and_  fairly  good 
baskets  were  taken.  This  part  of  the  river  is  being  over- 
fished at  present,  and  every  tront,  be  it  ever  so 
small,  is  knocked  on  the  head.  The  Solway  Derwent  ia 
on  the  low  side  this  week,  yet  a  number  of  fine  yellow 
trout  have  been  caught  in  the  Cockermouth  waters, 
weighing  from  IJlb.  to  2Jlb.  A  few  sea  trout  are  now 
running,  and  improved  sport  is  expected  in  a  week  or  so. 
The  most  successful  anglers  have  been  Mr.  G.  MuUer, 
Mr.  G.  Cockton,  Mr.  H.  Moncrief,  Mr.  F.  Brown,  Mr. 
Reynolds,  and  others.  A  fine  brown  trout  of  61b.  was 
caught  on  Crummock  Lake  by  Mr.  Moon,  and  good  fish 
were  also  taken  on  Bassenthwaite.  Wasdale  Lake,  writes 
my  correspondent,  is  affording  excellent  sport  at  present. 
One  party  killed  as  many  as  100  trout  in  three  days.  The 
Cook,  Irt,  Calder,  Ehen,  and  other  streams  are  too  low  at 
present,  and  would  be  much  improved  with  a  good  fall  of 
rain. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Moras  shire). — That  sport  continues  to  be  a 
total  failure,  at  all  events  in  the  upper  reaches,  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  that  indefatigable  sportsman, 
Mr.  McCorquodalp,  sub-tenant  of  the  spring  salmon  fishing 
on  the  Tulctian  waters,  left  a  week  ago,  I  should  say  ibore 
than  disappointed  with  the  whole  thing.  Everythiog  waa 
tried — prawn,  minnow,  natural  and  artificial  worm,  and  a 
variety  of  fly  hooks  to  lure  the  fish  to  the  surface,  but  all 
to  no  purpose.  A  new  factor  has  to  be  reckoned  with  in 
the  destruction  of  fry.  While  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon's  salmon  fishers  were  working  at  the  sea  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  lately  they  caught  at  one  haul  of  their 
nets  over  700  coalfish,  and  during  the  day  about  1600  in  all 
got  into  the  nets,  while  two  days  after  over  800  were 
landed,  the  net  breaking  with  the  great  strain.  Numbers 
of  these  destructive  creatures  were  opened  up,  and  were 
found  to  contain  on  an  average  eight  full-grown  fry.— 
J.  M. 

Tongue    Hotel    Waters    (Sutherland).  —  On 

June  li,  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Martin,  South  Devon, 
on  Loch  Slam,  had  thirty-one  trout,  13lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Payne,  Manchester,  on  Loch  Craggie,  had  thirty-two 
trout,  13lb.  On  June  12,  Mr.  J.  Payne,  Manchester,  on 
Kyle  of  Tongue,  had  two  trout,  51b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Payne,  on  Loch  Craggie,  had  eight  trout,  3lb. ;  Messrs. 
Freeman  and  Martin,  on  Loch  .Loyal,  had  twenty-one 
tront,  9Jlb.  On  June  13,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne,  on  Kyle 
of  Tongue,  had  two  trout,  2ilb. ;  Messrs.  Freeman  and 
Martin,  on  Loch-na-hacon,  had  nine  trout,  4ilb.  On 
June  14,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne,  on  Loch  Craggie,  had 
thirty-one  trout,  lOJlb.  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Martin,  on 
Loch  Slam,  had  nine  trout,  41b.  On  June  15,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Payne,  on  Looh-na-hacon,  had  thirty-one  trout, 
lOjlb.  On  June  16,  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Martin,  on 
Loch  Loyal,  had  thirty-two  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pdwne,  on  Loch  Slam,  had  thirty-one  trout,  lUb. — M. 
McInnks. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  BlTers.— 

Well,  so  far  as  these  streams  are  concerned,  they  have 
been  running  in  fairly  fishable  condition  for  the  past  ten 
days,  and  a  good  few  baskets  of  nice  trout  have  been 
killed  on  both  of  the  main  streams — Tweed  and  Teviot — 
while  on  the  Eden,  five  miles  from  Kelso,  several  baskets 
of  from  31b.  upwards  have  been  got.  Of  those  who  have 
been  most  successful  on  the  Tweed  and  Teviot,  in  the 
Kelso  district,  we  mny  mention  Mr.  William  Tait,  Eden- 
mouth  Cottage,  who,  on  the  former  river  last  week, 
killed  a  fine  basket  of  trout,  which  included  a  beauty  of 
31b.  5oz.,  his  whole  basket  weighing  something  like  lOlb. 
to  121b.  Mr.  Wm.  Mercer,  Kelso,  has  had  two  baskets 
on  Teviot,  Clb.  and  51b.;  Tweed,  81b.;  Eden,  6Ib.  and 
81b.    On  the  Tweed,  that  invincible  little  disciple  of  Old 
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Izaak,  Master  Jamea  Brown,  Kelso  (fourteen  years  of 
age,  and  who  can  show  some  of  hia  elders  the  way  to  get 
tront)  laat  week  killed,  with  worm,  a  nice  basket  of  5Jlb., 
all  good  sized  trout.  On  the  Kale,  last  Thursday,  Mr. 
John  Currie  (formerly  of  Morebattle,  but  now  residing  in 
London),  had  a  fine  basket  of  81b. ;  and  on  the  same  river, 
Mr.  R.  B.  Moscrip,  Morebattle,  had  a  similar  weight ;  both 
takes  were  got  with  worm  and  creeper.  Mr.  Alexander 
LiUie,  Linton  Bnmfoot,  Morebattle,  fishing  on  the  Kale, 
close  to  Galeshaw  House,  with  worm,  killed  one  fine  trout, 
which_  turned  the  Ecale  at  just  on  21b. ;  besides,  he  had  a 
nice  diah  of  ten  others.  Many  other  baskets  of  trout  of 
from  2ib.  up  to  61b.  have  also  been  killed  in  all  the  rivers, 
the  summer  visitors  on  the  Bowmont  and  Kale  doing  most 
of  the  work  just  now.  On  the  Teviot,  on  Monday  evening, 
Mr.  £.  E.  Hogarth,  Helton  Mill,  began  fishing  in  the 
Book  Pool  for  pike,  but  failing  to  get  hold  after  angling 
for  some  time,  he  changed  his  lure  and  tackle  to  fish  fly 
for  trout,  and  had  only  been  on  the  job  a  short  time  when 
he  hooked  a  clean  run  salmon  of  61b.,  which  gave  him  a 
lively  ran  for  about  twenty-five  minutes,  but  he  ultimately 
succeeded  ia  landing  the  fish,  which  says  much  for  the 
angler,  as  he  was  lightly  hung,  and  had  only  a  small  trout- 
ing  rod  at  the  time.  Up  to  the  time  of  sending  off  these 
notes,  my  reports  from  the  other  waters  have  not  come  in, 
but  I  understand  that  on  the  Birgham  water  [one  or  two 
fish  have  been  killed,  and  some  baskets  of  trout. — Max- 
wheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Eilrea). — A  thnnderstoriii  has  juat  passed 
'over  the  north  of  Ireland,  accompanied  by  some  showers 
of  idin,  but  not  enough  as  yet  to  cause  a  flood  in  the  Bann 
or  any  of  its  tributaries.  More  rain  is  badly  wanted  to 
cause  a  rise  of  a  few  inches,  to  lower  the  temperature  of 
the  water,  as  it  is  getting  a  little  too  high  for  salmon  to 
take  freely  that  have  been  some  time  resting  in  the  pools. 
The  greater  part  of  all  the  fish  that  are  got  on  the  river 
have  been  moving  up  over  the  weirs  at  Caronroe  and 
Movanagher,  and  are  now  resting  in  the  deep  pools  below 
the  eel  weirs  of  this  section.  A  run  of  grilse  have  come  in 
from  the  sea,  and  can  be  seen  rising  all  over  the  river. 
For  the  past  week  only  three  fish  have  been  taken — Dr. 
Haig,  Coventry,  England,  one  salmon,  lljlb. ;  a  Belfast 
angler,  two  grilse,  4Jlb.  and  61b.  At  Caronroe,  Mr.  Craig, 
six  fish  in  five  days,  largest  181b. ;  Mr.  Ardale,  Belfast, 
seven  fish  in  six  days,  largest  171b.  ;  on  18th,  John 
McCarroe,  Mr.  Wolff's  boatman,  five  fish,  largest  101b. ; 
on  9ch,  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson,  one  salmon,  141b. ;  10th,  two 
salmon,  ll^lb.  and  121b.;  11th,  one  salmon,  14lb.  Large 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  on  all  the  reaches  during 
the  last  few  evenings.  The  Golden  Olive  Sedge  has  been 
the  taking  fly. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— Angling  remains  dull  in  this 
locality,  the  weather  being  anything  but  favourable. 
Frequent  showers  fell  during  the  week,  keeping  the  trout 
from  rising,  and  not  in  sufficient  quantities  to  raise  the 
rivers.  The  usual  good  luck  of  beginners  fell  to  Mr. 
Oordon,  who,  whilst  fishing  Wolfhill  Dam  on  Friday, 
killed  a  magnificent  trout  of  ojlb.  after  spirited  play.  The 
trout  took  Hunter's  special  black  and  silver  fly.  Several 
anglers  were  out  on  the  Stonyford  and  Woodburn  Dams, 
and  had  small  baskets  of  trout.  The  Clady  burn  is  low 
and  clear.  On  Saturday  your  correspondent  had  ten 
trout,  and  six  trout  on  Tuesday  dapping  with  the  Cowdung 
Fly.  Another  angler  had  about  two  dozen  ^Ib.  trout. 
On  Monday  this  stream  was  netted  in  broad  daylight,  and 
on  Sunday  some  of  the  hiet  pDols  were  poisoned.  There 
is  little  to  record  from  the  Lagan,  Quoile,  Shimna, 
&c.,  all  of  which  require  floods  to  improve  sport. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Cork  River*.— Sport  is  now  good  on  all  the  Cork 
riverj  open  for  angling,  eipecially  at  salmon.  Full  details 
of  all  the  sport  have  not  been  had,  and  even  if  they  were 
such  would  occupy  too  much  space.  The  prospects  for  the 
next  few  days  appear  rosy,  and  it  is  confidently  expected 
that  ample  amends  shall  b«  made  in  the  future  for  the 


general  backwardness  of  sport  in  the  past.  Sea  trout  are 
arriving  in  large  shoals  in  the  rivers  that  hold  those  fish, 
and  as  heavy  rain  appears  once  more  at  hand,  it  ia  certain 
that  those  latter  fish  shall  yield  good  sport  henceforward. 

Corrib  (Oalway).— The  river  is  in  fair  order,  the 
weather  bright  and  lowering  by  turns.  Plenty  of  peal  are 
up.  Springers  are  not  much  in  evidence,  and  summer  fish 
should  soon  be  showing  up.  As  we  have  repeatedly 
remarked,  the  Black  and  Yellow  Goldfinch  is  still  killing 
well  after  the  prawn,  which  is  the  premier  lure.  The 
most  successful  anglers  in  the  past  ten  days  were  :  Mr.  N. 
Cohen,  Mr.  C.  F.  Hill,  Mr.  C.  E.  HUl,  Capt.  Cunliffe, 
Mr.  Wheen,  Mr.  Gibbons,  and  Mr.  Smith,  who  had  from 
six  to  a  dozen  peal  each.  An  odd  salmon  was  killed  on 
Clare-Galway  river.  From  the  number  of  fish  in  the 
Corrib  summer  fishing  is  assured.  The  outlook  is 
excellent. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannou  and  Belleek).— Some  good 
sport  was  obtained  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week. 
The  following  are  the  particulars  :  Mr.  F.  T.  Green  landed 
six  salmon,  of  161b  ,  ISJlb.,  111b.,  71b.,  61b.,  and  5Jlb. ; 
Dr.  E.  Aiken  landed  four  salmon,  of  171b.,  151b.,  61b.,  and 
51b. ;  Mr.  E.  Houlgrave  landed  one  salmon  of  161b. ; 
General  Dickins  landed  two  salmon  of  7ilb.  each  ;  Sir 
H.  B.  Robertson  landed  five  salmon,  of  161b.,  15§lb.,  161b., 
151b.,  and  151b. ;  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston  landed  three  salmon, 
of  81b.,  81b.,  and  71b,  ;  Dr.  McClelland  landed  three  sal- 
mon, of  81b.,  71b.,  and  61b. ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  landed  two 
salmon,  of  191b.  and  12Jlb.  On  18th  and  19th  inst.,  Mr. 
Pike  took  several  trout  also,  largest  2Jlb.  weight ;  Mr. 
Cripps  took  several  fine  trout  and  a  pike,  121b.  weight, 
during  the  past  week.  Trouting  in  the  late  evenings  was  not 
so  good  as  in  the  previous  week.  The  May  Fly  time  is 
now  almost  over. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Kerry  Bivers- — Sport  is  now  good  at  salmon  and  sea 
trout  on  all  the  Kerry  rivers,  especially  on  the  South 
Kerry  waters  and  those  situated  in  the  Listowel  district. 
The  prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  very  good,  and  are 
even  showing  further  improvement  at  time  of  writing. 
Salmon,  peal,  and  sea  trout  are  arriving  in  good  numbers 
on  all  waters  in  the  Waterville  district,  and  anglers  are 
doing  well  now  at  sea  trout  on  all  those  waters,  though 
salmon  have  not  given  the  good  sport  expected  on  many 
waters.  Weather  very  favourable,  and  prospects  really 
good  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Leenai^e  Hotel  (Connemara,  co.  Galway).— 
Fishing  in  Killery  Bay,  Connemara,  continues  very  good, 
the  take  last  week  being  particularly  good.  On  Monday 
the  Rev.  R.  Johnson  got,  in  a  few  hours,  120  whiting. 
He  also  caught  some  large  pollack  on  trout  rod.  Tuesday, 
Messrs.  Coyne  and  Walsh  brought  in  157  whiting ; 
Wednesday,  140 ;  Thursday,  100 ;  Friday,  125  ;  Saturday, 
118.— R.  H.  McKeown. 

Iiougli  Cnrraue,  &c.  (Waterrille,  co.  Eerry).— 
Sport  is  Tiow  good,  though  not  many  anglers  have  been 
out,  owing  to  showery  weather  and  generally  rough  water. 
R.  J.  C.  Beaton,  out  from  the  Southern  Hotel,  had  on 
Saturday  a  salmon  of  71b.  and  four  sea  trout  averaging 
21b.  Other  anglers  out  had  also  good  baskets.  Ned 
Dennehy  had  a  salmon  on  Monday,  and  five  sea  trout. 
On  the  Cummeragh,  very  good  sport  by  Dr.  Joshua,  out 
from  the  Bayview  Hotel,  who  had  three  salmon  on  one 
day,  and  two  on  another  ;  and  had  in  addition  several  sea 
trout  averaging  2Jlb.,  and  twenty-seven  brown  trout.  On 
the  upper  lakes  eport  has  been  first-class  at  brown  trout, 
and  many  sea  trout  have  been  landed  on  these  waters. 
Mr.  Beaton  had  eighty  brown  trout  on  one  day,  and  fifty- 
six  brown  trout,  and  three  sea  trout  on  another  day.  Many 
other  good  takes  were  had,  but  space  forbids  giving  full 
details.  Sea  trout  are  giving  fine  sport  on  the  Inny,  but 
salmon  fishing  on  this  water  is  still  backward.  Sport  is 
now  good  at  brown  trout  on  Coppal  lake,  and  fair  at  sea 
rout.— T.  J.  D. 

iMOUghs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Mount  Oable  Hotel, 
Clonbur). — Weather  not  altogether  up  to  the  require- 
ments of  anglera  for  the  last  fortnight,  accompanied  with 


heavy  rain  and  cold  winds ;  still  fly  fishing  and  trolling  has 
been  pretty  good.  Dr.  Boyd,  Dr.  Hegarty,  Colonel 
Foster,  Major  Ferguson,  and  Mr.  Ferrier  are  making  good 
baskets  on  the  fly  daily,  an  average  of  eight  to  ten  trout 
per  rod  ransing  in  freight  from  ^ib.  to  2|Ib.  ;  while  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  King,  Ledger,  Tomes,  and  Dari(«,D  are  doing 
well,  trolling  eeveral  trout  from  SJlb.  to  71b,,  Mrs.  King 
landing  the  largest  trout  of  the  season,  one  of  8^1b.,  a 
most  beautiful  brown  trout. — J.  A.  J. 

Longh  Melvin. — Bpcrt  was  generally  good  during 
the  past  week.  Mr.  G.  Murphy  a  grilse  of  Clb.  on 
June  15 ;  Col.  Rowland  took  a  fine  brown  trout  of 
HJlb,  on  June  10 ;  Mr,  V.  Hynes  took  a  grilse  of  o.b.  on 
June  18,  and  seventeen  trout  weighing  91b.;  Mr.  A. 
Rutledge  landed  two  trout  (Salino  feroj )  of  4jlb.  and  5^1b. 
on  June  16 ;  Mr.  H.  Kane  landed  two  griUe  of  61b.  and 
SJlb.  on  June  18.  Gillaroo  trout  did  not  rise  well  during 
the  past  week,  but  brown  trout  fishing  generally  was  good, 
and  a  fair  number  of  decent  baskets  of  fish  were  taken 
from  day  to  day  by  the  anglers  out  from  Garrison,  Bally- 
shanncn,  Kinlough,  Belleek,  and  Bundoran.  Heavy  rain 
has  been  falling  in  this  locality  at  intervals  during  the  past 
week,  which  has  left  the  rivers  and  lakes  a  good  deal 
discoloured,  but  is  now  clearing  oS,  and  some  excellent 
sport  should  be  had. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons  (Bally- 
shannon). 

Lough.  Neagb. — Trout  netting  is  improved,  some 
beautiful  fish  from  lib.  to  71b.  having  been  taken  in  the 
nets.  It  is  a  pity  to  see  these  magnificent  fish  dying  so 
ignominiously.  Pollen  netting  is  a  little  better,  the 
London  and  cross  Channel  prices  ranging  from  15s.  to  I83. 
per  box.  On  the  tributaries  very  little  has  been  done  in 
the  trouting  line  lately,  the  streams  being  low  and  clear. 
Many  of  these  small  streams,  such  as  the  Crumlin  and 
Glenavy,  hold  lots  of  small  trout  up  to  §lb.  and  over.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  ItOVLgh  Conn  (Ballina).— River  in  good  order, 
and  grilse  showing  themselves  in  great  numbers  in  the 
pools ;  but  not  taking  the  fly  well,  owing  to  the  unsettled 
weather.  Mr.  Williamson  and  friend  had  five  grilse,  26Jlb. 
Trout  fishing  on  the  lough  poor. — Pat  Hearns. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Heavy 
rain  having  fallen  at  frequent  intervals  during  the  past 
week,  the  water  is  now  in  good  ply,  and  grilse  are  running 
'in  great  quantities.  June  14,  Major  Traherne,  fishing  hia 
splendid  preserves  for  about  an  hour,  killed  a  very  bright 
grilse  of  61b. ;  and  his  men,  P.  Ryan  and  W.  Fogarty, 
got  two,  101b.  and  4 Jib,,  and  one  salmon,  lolb. ;  15th,  Mr. 
A.  Parker,  on  same  water,  landed  one  grilse,  5lb, ;  16th, 
Major  Traherne's  men,  one,  61b, ;  17th,  one,  OJlb. ;  18th, 
one,  71b.;  19th,  three,  61b.,  61b.,  and  51b.;  Col.  Long- 
borne,  same  water,  one  salmon,  151b. ;  the  Rev.  Mervyn 
Archdall,  Chaplain  to  the  Forces,  Belfast  Garrison,  who 
is  on  a  visit  to  his  father,  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  ArchdaU, 
Lord  Bishop  of  Killaloe,  at  Clarisford  House,  fishing  my 
water  immediately  above  the  weir  wall,  after  lunch,  landed 
three  freshly-run  grilse,  7lb.,  61b.,  and  31b.,  and  lost  and 
met  several  others.  One  or  two  other  rods  have  also 
accounted  for  several  other  grilse.    Angling  prospects 

good. — S.  J.  HURLET. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Heavy  rain  has  fallen 
here  during  the  past  week.  On  Doona=s  Major  Whitaker 
killed,  June  13,  one  salmon,  Tib.  On  Prospect  the  fieher- 
men  killed,  14th,  one  peal,  4Jlb. ;  18th,  one  peal,  o^lh. 
On  Newgarden  Mr.  Astley  Creswiok  killed,  13th,  one 
peal,  4lb. ;  14th,  one  peal,  41b. ;  19th,  two  peal,  21b.  and 
41b.  On  Woodlands  Mr.  G.  W.  GreenhiU  killed,  13ch, 
one  salmon,  13lb.  ;  19th,  one  salmon,  21lb.  On  Mr.  E.  J. 
Ingham's  Castle  fishery  Mrs.  Ingham  killed,  14ch,  one 
peal,  4^16.  On  the  Landscape  fishery  Mr.  G.  O'Grady 
killed,  13th,  two  peal,  2ilb.  and  41b. ;  Wth,  one  peal,  51b. ; 
15th,  one  peal,  61b. — J.  Exright  and  Son. 

Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Mourne  has  not  benefited  much 
by  the  rain  that  fell.  A  good  rousing  flood  is  required.  On 
the  Aughnacloy  waters  of  the  Blackwater  the  May  Fly 
rose  well,  and  some  nice  dishes  of  trout  were  taken  in  the 
early  part  of  the  week  by  dappers.  Sport  is  dull  about 
Benburb.  The  Ballinderry  is  low  and  clear.  This  season 
up  to  date  has  been  a  very  poor  one  on  it.  Trout  have 
greatly  decreased,  whilst  pike  have  greatly  increased.  The 
river  has  seen  its  best  days.  It  is  a  pity  that  some  effort 
is  not  made  to  clear  the  pike  out,  such  as  has  been  done  in 
the  Mourne. — J.  A.  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Mr.  T.  Sexton  managed  to  capture 
ten  small  pollack  upon  the  pier  during  his  flying  visit  on 
Saturday  last,  the  greater  number  of  which  he  returned 
to  their  element,  hoping  thereby  to  obtain  future  sport. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchings  secured  over  three  score  of 
pouting  on  the  following  day,  and  Mr.  Vincent  and  two 
other  anglers  did  fairly  well  upon  the  slack  of  the  tide. 
Mr.  Bates  and  his  son  landed  in  the  afternoon  with  a 
catch  of  sixty-four  pouting,  one  monster  specimen  scaling 
over  21b.  Messrs.  Waddell,  Bushnell,  and  BursiU  were 
kept  very  busy  by  the  pouting  early  on  Monday  morning, 
but  all  other  species  were  entirely  wanting.  Mr.  Wiggina 
and  Mr.  Browne  each  hooked  and  landed  a  few  small 
pollack  on  Tuesday,  while  rode  and  handlines  accounted 
for  over  six  score  of  pouting.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the 
monotony  of  landing  small  pouting  has  been  relieved  by 
the  capture  of  a  dab  by  Mr.  Friend  and  of  a  nurse  dog  by 
Mr.  John.  Several  large  schools  of  mackerel  may  daily 
be  seen  disporting  themselves  in  deep  water,  but  none 
have  yet  ventured  near  enough  to  the  main  to  enable  seine 
nets  to  be  used. — J.  Richardson  (B  S.A.S  ), 

Plymouth. — Mackerel  are  coming  closer  inshore,  and 
are  being  caught  whifSng,  the  larger  sailing  boats  using 
leads  21b.  and  31b.  weight,  and  the  smaller  rowing  boats 
from  Jib.  to  lib.  Early  mornings  you  can  take  them  at 
the  west  end  of  the  breakwater,  between  that  and  Penlee, 
but  towards  the  middle  of  the  day  they  go  down.  The 
best  bait  ia  the  silver  brit  or  apinner.   Some  good  takes 
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of  bass  has  been  had  off  the  beach  at  WhitBand  Bay  with 
set  lines,  which  are  laid  down  at  low  water  and  allowf  d  to 
remain  nntil  the  tide  is  high,  when  tley  are  hauled  ashore 
with  the  fish.  These  lines  are  about  30  fathoms  long, 
having  fifty  hooks  fasttned  on  at  intervals,  and  baited 
with  Equid,  pilchard,  or  mufsels.  The  nenal  pollack  fish- 
ing is  improving. — 'William  Heaeder  (B.S.A. S.). 

Ramsg^ate. — Anglers  from  the  west  pier  have  been 
having  good  sport  with  sand  dabs.  On  Monday  one  rod 
had  nineteen  good  ones,  beside  flounders  and  eels.  Some 
small  congers  have  been  caught. — W.  E.  Laker. 

Valentia. — Sea  angling  ia  now  giving  fine  sport  at  and 
around  this  station.  On  Monday,  Messrs.  O'Kelly, 
Connor,  and  O'Doncghue  caught  thirteen  pollack,  four- 
teen whiting,  thirty-seven  gurnard,  fifteen  bream,  twenty- 
six  mackerel,  and  six  bass.  Other  anglers  out  had  good 
sport  also.  Rock  fishing  is  now  good  in  the  direction  of 
Portmagee.  On  Tuesday,  at  Begnish  Island,  a  local 
angler  had  fourteen  rock  cod.  Weather  very  hot,  but 
overcast  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Sport  is  now  very  good  at 
pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting.  On  Monday,  Messrs.  T. 
O'Snllivan,  J.  J.  O'Connor,  and  P.  Sheehan  had  136 
whiting,  forty-nine  pollack,  and  forty  various.  Sport  is 
improving  among  rock  fishers,  especially  in  the  Rieneraugh 
and  Bolas  districts.  Mackerel  are  very  numerous  in  the 
bay  close  to  Horse  Island. — T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^i-efures. 

June  24.  — — 

Allason  United  :  Match  at  Langley. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Arun, 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Competition. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

Plnmstead  and  Woolwich  :  Match  at  Yalding. 

St.  Albans  :  Outing  to  Woking. 

Woolwich  Brothers :  Cup  competition. 
June  25. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  A.B.8.  concert. 
June  26. 

Alma  :  Visit. 
Jnne  27. 

Holloway :  Gating. 


July    1. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Prize  outing. 
,,     1. — Blenheim  :  Outing  to  Harefield. 
,1     1. — Burlington  :  Outing  to  Marlow. 

1. — Convivial:  Annual  dinner. 
,,      1. — Earlsfield  :  Outing. 
,,     1. — Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
„     1. — Jubilee  :  Match  at  Welsh  Harp. 

1. — Junior  Piscatorials  :  Competition. 
,,     1.— Original  Clerkenwell :  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill. 

1. — Ormonde:  Competition  at  Pulborough. 
,,     1. — Phoenix :  Brake  outing. 
,,     1. — South  Bermondsay :  Outing. 
,,     1. — Stepney  :  Match  at  Dagenham. 
,,     1. — Stockwell :  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill. 

1. — Sundial :  Brake  outing  to  Uxbridge. 
,,     2. — Good  Intent :  Outing  to  Cheshunt. 
,,     3. — Queen's  Piecatoriah  :  Visit. 
„     4. — Enterprise  :  Annual  Suoper. 
,,     4. — Izaak  Walton :  Competition. 
„     5. — West  London  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
,,     7. — Camden  :  Match. 
„     8.— Cobden  :  Match. 
,,     8. — Hearts  of  Oik :  Outing. 
,,     8. — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Langley. 
,,     8. — Stratford  :  Outing. 

,,    15. — Central  Association :  Cup  competition  at  Pul- 
borough. 

II    15.— Elgin  :  Outing  to  King's  Langley. 

I,    15.— Twickenham  Piscatorials:  Barbel  competition. 

})   23. — Pithouse's  (Langley)  competition. 


^^ejrotts  from  Clu&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'olook  on  Thursday 
Bveninsf.  AMreas  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunntan  H  Jloune,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  ma/rked  "  Club 
Eeport  "  outnide  envelope. 


Anglers'  Assooiatlon  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing Litt. — The  next  return  visit  will  take  place  on  July  3 
at  the  (Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  Chapel-street, 
Edgware-road,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  anglers 
and  friends. — J.  Harkih. 

AUaaon  United  JBrothen'  Angllnff  Boolaty, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uibridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W. — 
Our  opening  match  takes  place  on  Juno  24  at  Veitches 
Pound,  Langley  and  Slongh  Canal,  A. A.  waters;  two 
rods.^  All  fish  except  perch,  pike,  and  eels  are  weighable. 
All  fish  to  be  lin.  above  Thames  standard.  Start  and 
cease  by  signal ;  draw  for  swims  on  arrival  of  12.8  a.m. 
midnight,  23rd.  Members  may  travel  by  any  train  on 
24th,  but  not  Iwfore  the  12.8  am.  midnight.  Messrs. 
Prouten  and  Chapman,  sen.,  are  the  stewards.  I  have  the 
privileges  and  baits  if  members  will  please  call  for  them  at 
my  shop.  Thi8_  day  (23rd)  our  delegates'  reiwrt  was 
paased,  and  election  of  ollicersfor  quarter  and  lots  of  other 
DurinesH  done. — Hkn  Aiiraiiams. 

Alma  Ancrling'  Society,  Ooaoh  and  Horses,  Portf- 
month-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  June  17  the 
following  weigbed-in  bream,  roach,  and  perch:  Mesara. 


Belchier,  Boothby,  Chambers,  and  Hall.  Messrs. 
Chambers  and  Drew,  jun.,  weiahed-in  at  the  Clerkenwell 
competition  at  AmbeiLy,  the  former  winning  a  prize.  I 
hope  members  aid  friends  will  not  forget  the  visic  on  the 
Clerkenwell  list  on  Tuesday,  June  26  — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltouian  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell.— 
On  June  17  we  had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish,  Mr.  Watling 
having  a  nice  show  of  bream,  also  winning  first  prize  in 
cornpetition  at  Amberley  ;  Mr.  Lambarth,  bream,  also 
taking  prize  in  competition ;  Mr.  Payne,  bream,  he  also 
being  a  prize  winner ;  Mr.  Shury,  roach  ;  Mr.  Davis, 
roach ;  Mr.  Pryett,  roach ;  and  Mr.  Millen,  roach  ana 
dace.  The  first  outing  takes  place  on  July  1,  for  several 
prizes.  Mr.  Frowle  and  Mr.  Rodd  were  duly  elected 
members. — E.  R.  Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.B. — An  emergency  meeting 
was  summoned  on  Monday  last,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
decision  to  remove  the  headquarters  to  the  above  address, 
the  same  being  carried  out  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
all  the  members.  At  a  meeting  of  members,  with  Mr. 
Cannar  in  the  chair,  also  favoured  with  the  support  of 
our  president,  Mr.  Thos.  Crnmplen,  several  important 
matters  were  decided ;  also  seven  new  members  duly 
elected,  and  the  meeting  nights  fixed  for  Fridays  in 
future.  Mr.  G.  Mallett  elected  assistant  secretary.  Mr. 
Lee,  one  of  the  members,  kindly  presented  a  capital 
enlargement  of  the  photo  of  our  president,  for  which 
he  was  accorded  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks.  The 
following  members  had  weighed  fish  during  the  week : 
Mr.  R.  Chadd,  two  nice  trout  from  Hertford;  Mr.  H. 
Mallett,  sen.,  111b.  roach  from  Amberley  ;  Mr.  H. 
Mallett,  jun.,  71b.  of  roach  (heaviest  fish  lib.  8ioz.)  from 
Amberley;  and  Messrs.  J.  Jones  and  B.  Cooper  good  show 
of  roach  from  the  Medway.  Special  meeting  ordered  for 
Friday,  June  29,  at  9  p.m.  All  members  particularly 
requested  to  attend. — W. 

Jtettarsea  Friendly  Angling  Ssoletv,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  June  17  Mr.  H.  H. 
Wilson  weighed-in  71b.  of  fine  roach ;  Mr.  G.  Smeed,  a 
fine  show  of  barbel.  Messrs.  Hersent  and  Hudson  had  a 
grand  show,  but  were  too  late  to  weigh-in.  The  following 
were  proposed  as  new  members :  Mr.  G.  W.  Robbins,  Mr. 
Lewis  C.  Stephens,  Hon.  C.  N.  Daviea,  and  Hon.  W. 
Yoi;ng;  Mr.  Pemberton  and  Mr.  Arthur  Balab  as  working 
members.  Our  first  match  takes  place  in  the  Arun  on 
June  24;  roving.  To  go  down  on  the  morning. — A. 
De.jonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Soolety,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  of  the  above 
will  fish  a  competition  for  their  June  series  of  prizes  on 
June  24.  Conditions :  Members  to  book  to  and  return 
from  Pulborough  or  Amberley  Stations,  and  not  to  leave 
London  until  the  morning.  The  prizes  are  three  half- 
guineas  and  58. — Alf  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-etreet,  S.B. — Oar  meeting  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing was  well  attended.  Mr.  Wink  was  elected  working 
member  ;  several  more  gentlemen  down  for  election.  On 
June  17  the  following  weighed-in :  Mr.  J.  Wheel- 
house,  roach,  lUb. ;  Mr.  W.  Pish,  roach  and  bream,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Layes,  roach,  lib.  7Joz. ;  Messrs.  Jones,  Green, 
Howard,_and  Barker  also  had  takes,  making  a  nice  show 
for  opening  night,  there  being  eighteen  roach  well  over 
8oz.  and  12oz.  displayed. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  HUl. — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  June  17,  and  the  following  weighed-in: 
Messrs.  Wilkins,  roach ;  Weeks,  roach ;  Wilson,  perch ; 
Carroll,  perch  ;  and  Maguire,  gudgeon.  Our  committee 
did  not  meet  on  Tuesday  last,  so  the  meeting  is  fixed  for 
next  Tuesday,  at  9,30.  Mr.  Carroll  has  added  78.  6d.,  and 
Mr.  Belton  63.  to  our  prize  list,  which  is  now  closed,  as  we 
are  about  to  have  it  printed,  so  that  members  can  see  what 
they  are  fishing  for._  We  have  not  quite  reached  our 
number  for  brake  outing  on  July  1,  so  that  visitors  wishing 
to  go  will  please  let  me  know  not  later  than  Wednesday 
next,  June  27. — C.  Ohaplais, 

Bloomsbnry  Brotners  Angling  Soolety,  Windsor 
Castle,  162,  High  Holborn,  W.C.— A  number  of  our  mem- 
bers were  out  on  June  17,  but  in  most  cases  were  unsuc- 
cessful, Mr.  J.  Roach  only  weighing-in  rudd.  Privilege 
tickets  may  now  be  obtained  at  the  clubhouse  from  Mr.  J. 
Busse. — T.  Paternohter. 

Branswick  Brothers  Angling  Soolety,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunsvsrick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.— Our  opening 
day  waa  very  disappointing.  Only  a  few  members  were 
fortunate  enough  to  get  fish,  viz. :  Messrs.  H.  Kelly, 
bream;  C.  Parmenter,  bream  and  roach;  and  J.  Kelly, 
bream  and  rudd.  We  have  enrolled  some  more  new 
members  this  season. — F.  Randall. 

Bnrlington  Anglers,  Burlington,  Burlington-road, 
Westbourne  Park,  W.  —  A  general  meeting,  which  was 
well  attended,  took  place  on  June  20.  On  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee,  it  was  decided  to  have  an 
outing  at  Marlow  on  July  1.  Members  may  go  down 
overnight.  Four  new  members  were  elected,  which 
makes  ten  in  the  fortnight,  and  several  promises  of 
prizes  were  made.    .1.  W.  Moroan. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brotiictrs  Angling  Soolaty, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlum-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 


DlsoiiBDiBNCii  i.v  THIS  AiiMT  Ih  looked  upon  n.n  ono  of  the 
KravcHl,  crinieH  afioldloi  can  boguilly  of,  aiul  in  the  piiRtll  has  often 
been  juidIhIkuI  witli  (iciitli.  'I'lio  fato  of  11  battle  and  the  Hvob  of 
thoURdndH  of  men,  lot  alono  our  national  honour,  have  often  been 
dc^pcMidiint  upon  the  prompt  (^arrylriK  out  of  what  may  have 
Bromod  a  trivial  order.  DiHolplIno  without  Rood  health,  however, 
would  bo  lil<o  a  houFie  without  a  foundation;  tlierefore  grea,t 
pain«  are  taken  to  keep  our  ll(fhllng  men  Iron  from  diHeaae. 
Iliilloway'n  PIIIh  linvo  alwayn  been  found  an  excellent)  modic.lna 
for  thin  purpoae,  ttB  In  addition  to  cleansing  the  blood  they 
Invif^orate  and  giro  tone  to  the  constltation. 


Heath,  E.— On  June  17,  Messrs.  R.  Hubbard,  J.  Baines, 
W.  Argent,  E.  Argent,  and  L.  Stephens  were  amongst 
those  who  had  fish.  Members  are  requested  to  a  tend 
on  June  26,  quarterly  night,  to  clear  the  books  and  pay  for 
A.B.S.  tickets,  or  they  cannot  wtij^h-iu  fish.  There  is  no 
prize  outing  arranged  jet. — P.  Lon. 

C£md.»!u.  Afcg;itjiji,  &acnsty,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town.  N.W. — We  opened  the 
season  in  grand  stjle,  Mr.  Whipps  showinga  jack  weighing 
131b.  8J0Z.,  taken  with  a  lob ;  Mr.  Cook,  roach,  6lb.  4oz. ; 
Messrs.  Taylor,  Galloway,  Brock,  Reynolds,  Gobs,  W. 
Andrews,  Fuller,  and  A.  E.  Hoodless  having  a  fair 
sprinkling  of  roach,  dace,  bream,  &o.  We  fish  for  four 
prizes  at  Bourne  End,  starting  at  12.10  on  Saturday  night, 
July  7;  for  further  particulars  see  clubhouse. — R» 
Marshall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Lord  Napier, 
Victoria  Dock-road,  E. —  We  had  a  grand  show  of  fish  on 
the  trays  first  opening  week  by  the  following  members : 
F.  Gray,  roach  and  bream,  81b.  l^oz.,  including  one  bream 
31b.  lljoz.;  J.  Sands,  31b.  14Joz.;  G.  Howell,  dace, 
gudgeon,  and  trout ;  and  other  members  had  good  shows 
of  fish,  but  too  late  to  weigh-in.  I  hope  members  will 
come  up  and  clear  their  books.— J.  Sands. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Pars,  W. — On  Jnne  17  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  Chapman,  roach  and  dace  ;  Wood,  roach  and 
dace  ;  H.  Fricker,  roach  ;  Yarham,  roach  and  dace ;  F. 
Stamford,  roach;  and  W.  Fayers,  roach.  On  Thursday 
last  we  made  five  new  members,  and  three  more  proposed. 
Prize  lists  are  ready.  Members  requiring  same  can 
obtain  them  of  the  secretary. — W.  B.  F. 

Clapham  Junotlon  Angling  Sooiaty,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Glapham  Junction,  8.W.— 
This  society  fished  their  first  day's  outing  this  season  at 
Amberley,  when  Mr.  A.  Bowater  was  the  only  member 
who  was  successful.  Locale  of  another  match  will  be  fixed . 
next  meeting  night. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — I  am  sorry  to  say  our 
outing  on  the  17th  to  Chichester  was  not  a  great  success. 
Mr.  Craswaller  was  fortunate  in  securing  the  "fp?cial" 
prize._  The  three  lapsed  prizes  will  be  fished  for  at 
Dorking  (open,  roving)  on  June  24  ;  all  fish  to  weigh. — F. 
Bishop. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  competition  in  connection  with  the  above 
came  off  at  Amberley  on  June  17,  and  the  water  was  in 
good  order.  Result :  Messrs.  G.  Watling  (Amicable 
Waltonian  A.S),  61b.  lloz.,  first;  Fletcher  (Central  Club 
A.S.),  3ib.  13oz. :  J.  Osborne  (Great  Northern),  31b.  5oz. ; 
Killick  (Lincoln),  21b.  15oz. ;  Owen  (Great  Northern), 
lib.  60Z.;  Dntton  (Great  Northern),  lib.;  C.  Walter 
(Crown  and  Buckland),  Prohle  (Great  Northern),  Collier 
(Great  Northern),  Knox(Crown  and  Buckland),  Lombarth 
(Amicable  Waltonians),  J.  A.  Fitch  (Great  Northern), 
Hutchins  (Great  Northern),  White  (Lincoln),  Chambers 
(Alma),  and  Payne  (Amicable  Waltonians),  sixteen  prizes. 
Mr.  Osborn  won  the  secretaries  prize  tor  the  heaviest 
roach  (lib.  5ioz.) ;  Mr.  Fletcher,  a  box  of  cigars  given  by 
Mr.  Duke,  of  Houghton  Bridge,  for  specimen  bream 
(21b.  85OZ.).  We  had  eighty-four  competitors ;  135  last 
year.    The  prizes  were  £1  for  the  first,  down  to  5s. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.  The  Cricketers,  North- 
weld-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — Members  are  notified 
that  we  distribute  on  Monday  next,  and  we  hold  a  general 
meeting  on  Tuesday  to  elect  a  new  secretary  and  other 
officers.  Mr.  Heintz  saved  us  a  blank  on  Sunday. — T. 
Faulknee. 

Cobdsn  Angling  Society,  Eensal-road,  W.— On 

the  17th  several  of  our  members  were  out,  but  only  two 
weighed-in  fish  :  Messrs.  E.  Baxter,  bream,  231b. ;  and  E. 
Haddock,  bream,  largest  31b.  12oz.  The  conditions  of  the 
first  club  match  will  be  arranged  on  Tuesday  next,  as  the 
match  is  fixed  for  July  8.— T.  Twyman. 

CoUiugwood  Angling  Bouiety,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blaokfnars-road,  S.E. — Our  A.B.S.  con- 
cert was  a  success,  and  we  owe  it  to  Mr.  Shepherd's 
endeavours  from  the  chair  that  we  collected  £2  for  the 
funds.  Mr.  Wheelhouse  ably  took  the  vice-chair.  The 
following  gentlemen  sang  during  the  evening  :  Mr.  F. 
Dantze,  "'  Dissy  Diggy,"  Mr.  Houghton  ;  Mr.  Stead  gave 
selections  on  the  gramaphone  ;  Mr.  B.  Elsey  and  Mr.  B. 
Monk  also  sang.  Altogether  we  enjoyed  ourselves 
immensely.  The  following  weighed-in  last:  Mr.  Ball, 
Mr.  B.  Elsey,  Mr.  B.  Monk,  Mr.  C.  Poole,  and  Mr.  H, 
Warr.— F.  P.  Soroe. 

Cosy  Angling  sSociety,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckmgham  Gate,  S.W.  —  At  our  meeting  on 
Wednesday  officers  were  elected  and  several  prizes  offered 
for  the  season.  Mr.  P.  Ross  was  elected  a  working 
member.  Only  two  members  weighed-in  on  June  17 — Mr. 
H.  Lovett,  bream  and  barbel;  Mr.  C.  Eaves,  bream  and 
roach. — J.  White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C. — On  June  17  Messrs.  J.  Massey, 
W.  Hopping,  and  8yd.  Cutbush  weighed-in  roach,  and 
Mr.  W.  Ive  barbel.  We  have  another  new  working 
member.- W.  Massey. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Fisoatorial  Soolety, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell -green,  B.C. — Several  of 
our  members  took  part  in  the  C.  and  D.  match  at 
Amberley,  and  C.  Walter  and  R.  Knox  ware  atnong  the 
successful  prize  winners.  A.  Anderson  also  weighed-in. 
Mr.  G.  Norris  had  bream  and  roach  from  other  waters. 
The  members  voted  a  donation  from  the  fund  for  G. 
Francis's  benefit.  1  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on  June_27 
to  arrange  when  and  where  we  shall  fish  our  July  outing 
for  prizes. — (!.  H.  Franklin. 

Croydon  Angling  Club.— The  formation  of  a 
new  angling  club  in  Croydon  is  an  accomplished  fact. 
At  the  Greyhound  Hotel,  Croydon,  thirty-three  members 
were  enrolled  on  Friday  evening,  and  others  are  coming  in 
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daily.  No  gross  weight  fishing  will  be  allowed,  specimen 
fish  only  being  oomDeted  tor.  All  particulars  and  informa- 
tion can  be  obtained  from  the  Hon.  sf  cretary,  Mr.  George 
Dix,  Glen  Aird,  Albert-road,  Eist  Croydon. 

3*&lai»:tn  Ang-llst?  Sooiet?,  Krownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  June  17  a  great  many 
members  were  out,  when  Mr.  A.  Morgan  had  a  nice  show 
oi!  roach,  chub,  and  dace.  On  June  19  there  was  a  poor 
attendance,  but  several  items  were  disposed  of,  amongst 
them  being  the  season's  prizes.  Members  are  rtqaested 
to  attend  on  Tuesday,  the  26ch,  to  decide  where  tne  first 
Degged-down  match  ohall  take  place.  One  new  member 
has  been  proposed. — S.  ^Ialby. 

Duchess  Anglingf  Society,  Duchess  of  Kent, 
Deverell-street,  S.E  — On  June  1",  Mr.  F.  Hockerday, 
parch,  and  Mr.  C.  Fells,  dace,  fr  >m  the  Wey.  I  had  a 
nice  eel  of  21b.  from  same  place. — G.  F.  Montqomert. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  AuoUo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — On  June  17  Mr. 
Lane  weighed-in  some  nice  roach  ;  Mr.  Barns,  chub  ;  Mr. 
Fletcher,  perch ;  Mr.  Toney  Millett,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  A. 
Bar-ett,  roach.  On  June  21  our  first  match  of  the  season 
takps  place  at  Uxbridge.  AU  start  by  the  8.40  from 
Paddington. — W.  Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  iLngUng  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Earlefield,  S.W. — The  first  outing  of  the  season  will  take 
place  on  July  1,  place  and  time  to  be  fixed  next  Tuesday 
evening.  Several  members  were  out  on  June  17  at  the 
Diana,  Hampton  Court,  but  did  nothing  great.  Mr. 
Soser  landed  a  fine  roach.  Shall  be  glad  if  all  members 
will  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  settle  prize  list,  &o.,  for  the 
£ei9on. — E.  H.  Lane. 

Enterprise  An^lin^  Society,  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad-lane.  Tottenham. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
June  17  :  Messrs.  Pheasey,  131b.  9oz.,  roach  and  dace ; 
Wells,  lib.  14Joz.,  dace ;  and  Harn,  lib.,  roach.  Our 
annual  supper  takes  place  at  clubhouse  on  July  4. — T. 
Biggs. 

Friendship  Angeling  Society,  Duka  of  Welliagton, 
High-street,  tShoredicch. — At  our  seecial  meeting  on 
the  loth  we  made  three  new  members.  On  the  17ch  we 
fished  at  Wateringbary  for  three  prizes,  but  only  two  were 
taken  :  Mr.  Herbert,  first ;  Mr.  Lant,  second.  Thanks  to 
our  host,  Mr.  Gonsron,  we  all  enjoyed  oursfelves.  I  hope 
members  will  attend  to  arrange  for  next  outing.  —  J, 
Levien- 

Harconrt    AngUng  Society,    Haroourt  Arms, 

Harconrt-street,  N.W. — We  had  a  nice  show  on  June  17  of 
roach  and  bream.  We  made  three  new  members  on  the 
previous  Thursday  evening,  and  I  hope  to  see  some  more. 
The  members  I  trust  will  keep  up  their  attendance  and 
then  we  shall  get  on. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  O&k  Angling  tiociety.  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green-road. — On  June  17  our 
members  were  out,  and  Mr.  Bnssell  had  a  nice  show  of 
bream  and  dice,  but  Mr.  Smith  was  too  late  to  weigh-in. 
Will  membjrs  kindly  attend,  as  we  go  out  on  July  8  for 
'  ur  first  outing.  Will  members  please  clear  up  to  make 
themselves  eligible  ? — H.  Barshaw. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — The  season  has 
cpened  very  quietly  with  us,  as,  thongh  several  have  bsea 
out,  nothing  worth  recording  has  been  captured.  We 
rjiade  another  new  member  on  Wednesday,  and  the  prize 
list  is  nearly  completpd.  Next  week  it  will  be  put  in  the 
printer's  bands. — E.  Wymeb. 

Oood  Intent  Angling  eociety,  The  Crown,  Church- 
rtreet,  Shoreditch. — Messrs.  Maybnry  and  Moore  brought 
in  some  good  class  roach  on  the  17th.    They  were  much 
leaner  than  I  expected.    Members  will  open  the  season 

y  fishing  for  prizes  at  Cheshunt  on  July  2.  We  made 
caree  new  members  on  the  19  . h. — R.  Muephy. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angiiu?  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N. — On 
June  17,  thirteen  members  fished  in  the  Clerkenweli  and 
district  competition  at  Amberley,  the  following  seven 
members  taking  prizes.  Messrs.  J.  Osborne  (who  also  won 
the  prize  for  heaviest  roach,  lb.  4Joz  ),  R.  Owen,  B.  Button, 
F.  Pnile,  J.  Collier,  J.  A.  Fitch,  and  H.  Hntchinga. 
Messrs.  C.  Randall  and  Lowry  weighed  perch  and  dace 
from  other  waters.  The  special  smoking  ooECsrt  for  the 
benefit  of  G.  Francis  will  take  place  on  Monday  next, 
June  2.5,  when  we  hope  to  have  the  hearty  support  of  our 
brother  anglers. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Islin^tcn  Brothers  Angling  Bociet/,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
June  17  :  Mr.  A.  Wilkes,  roach  and  bream,  heaviest 
roach,  lib.  3|oz. ;  Mr.  C.  Rseve,  bream;  J.  H.  Herbert, 
perch.  Others  were  out,  but  returned  too  late  to  weigh. 
On  the  19ch,  Messrs.  John  and  James  Warden  were 
lected  honorary  members. — J.  H.  Hebhkrt. 

Zsaak  Waiton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  —  The 
.r. embers  will  compete  for  five  special  prizes  on  July  1  at 
Amberley ;  also  for  two  specials  on  July  4,  competitors 
being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private 
waters  barred). — H.  B. 

Juiiilee  Angling  .Society.  Princj  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road. — The  two  first  to  weigh-in  fish  this  s»ason  were  the 
Brothers  Eedington,  who  Lad  some  good  chub  from  the 
Thames.  Will  members  who  would  like  to  go  by  brake 
for  our  match  on  .July  2  please  forward  their  names,  as  we 
want  to  arrange  the  number. — G.  Bence. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewiaham  High-road,  S.E. —Our  fiist  competition  takes 
place  on  July  1  to  July  7,  any  one  day,  members  to  notify 
the  secretary  which  day  tfiey  are  going.  Ttiis  is  the  port 
competition  anywhere  on  trie  Medway.  Members  not 
having  received  privilege  tickets  and  requiring  same  kindly 
notify  the  hon.  sec. — W.  Feee.man. 

Xanooln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
cheeter-street,  PentonvJle-road,  N. — On  June  17  our  outing 
at  Amberley  was  a  succees,  although  not  many  fish  were 


taken.  Mr.  Killick,  let;  Mr.  Clark,  2nd;  Mr.  White, 
3rd  ;  Mr.  Briley,  4th  ;  W.  Watling,  5th  ;  Mr.  Webber,  Ooh  ; 
Mr.  Biggs,  7th.  Mr.  Killick  won  fourth  prize  in  the 
C.D.V.L.  competition ;  Mr.  White  winning  fourteenth. 
Mr.  Hornpheck  was  proposed  for  membership,  and  will  be 
balloted  for  next  week. — W,  Watleno. 

Iiiverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — The  close  time  is  over  at  last,  and  anglers 
are  now  tree  to  fish  for  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  prizes. 
We  have  had  a  competition  in  the  river  Dee  at  Bangor  on 
Dee  on  June  21,  Our  parks  and  gardens  committee  have 
been  putting  some  rainbow  trout  ia  the  park  lakes,  which 
surely  is  something  out  of  the  common  way,  and  1  hope 
they  will  prosper  as  well  as  tha  Lochlevens  did,  but  I  have 
"  ma  doots,"  as  the  Scotchman  remarked.  A  few  trout 
have  been  had  from  the  Pen-y-Cae  water,  but  nothing  of 
any  importance  has  been  done  there.  We  hope  to  put  200 
or  300  two-year-old  trout  in  this  water  in  the  fall,  and  I 
should  certainly  prefer  S.  fontinalis  as  being  both  hand- 
some and  game. — Rd.  Woolfall. 

Merry  Anglers  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-screet,  Goswell-road,  Clerkenweli. — Several 
members  were  out  on  June  7,  but  the  takes  of  fish  were 
small.  Members  please  note,  special  meeting  next 
Tuesday.  Will  secretaries  please  oblige  with  returns  of 
A.  Catanack's  benefit  ?— G.  Merry. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — Our  next 
meeting  takes  place  on  Wednesday,  and  I  should  like  to  see 
a  few  mora  of  our  old  members  attend,  and  not  leave  it  to 
a  few  to  do  the  work  of  the  club.  There  are  several 
privilege  cards  at  the  club  waiting  for  members  to  call  for. 
On  June  17  some  of  our  members  were  out,  and  a  nice 
show  they  had.  Messrs.  W.  Moore,  bream ;  J.  Eaton, 
roach  ;  and  H,  Hart,  bream. — G.  Taylor. 

North  Iiondon  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — Secretaries  of  clubs 
please  notics  change  of  club-house,  and  in  future  forward 
all  communications  to  the  above.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  June  25  to  arrange  a  benefit  concert  for  our 
old  and  respected  member,  Mr.  Harry  Ford,  who  has  been 
laid  up  in  hospital  for  some  considerable  time,  and  in  need 
of  assistance.  Several  members  competed  in  the 
Clerkenweli  competition  at  Amberley  on  the  17th,  but 
were  not  successful. — H.  Sttrech. 

Original  Clerkenweli  Fissatonal  Society, 
Coich  and  Horses,  St.  John's-gate,  Clerkenweli. — On 
June  17  Messrs.  Cook,  English,  and  Anderson  weighed-in 
dace  and  bream.  We  have  an  outing  to  Burnt  Mill  on 
July  1 ;  roving  ;  all  members  to  go  by  8  5  train  from 
Liverpool-street.  Four  working  members  were  proposed 
last  meeting  night. — A.  H. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  The  Rose,  Saville-plaoe, 
Lambeth-road,  S.E. — On  June  19  we  elected  two  new 
members — Mr.  H.  and  A.  Harris  ;  we  also  agreed  to  fish 
out  first  monthly  competition  at  Pulborough  on  July  1. 
I  hope  all  members  will  show  up  on  Tuesday  next,  as  there 
is  some  very  important  bueinesa  to  be  brought  forward,— 
J.  M. 

Phceniz  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock.  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W. — Messrs.  Smith,  Bouffler,  and  Carter  had 
a  few  fish  on  June  17.  Members  and  friends  who  are 
going  to  the  brake  outing  to  Harefield  on  July  1  must 
please  let  me  know  by  June  25.  Hot  dinner  at  Is.  6d. 
There  are  three  prizes ;  canal  only ;  one  rod ;  leave  off 
fishing  at  five  o'clock, — R.  C. 

Flumstead  and  Woolwich  District  Angling 
Societies  Cuallecge  C,;>p.— Our  first  competition  will 
take  place  on  June  24,  at  Yalding,  starting  by  0  30  a.m. 
train  from  Woolwich  Arsenal  and  6  33  from  Plumstead 
Stations.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  from  all  three 
clubs  on  this  occasion.  The  weigh-in  will  be  arranged  for 
Yalding.  Any  angler  coming  by  the  second  train  must 
report  himself  before  commencing  to  fish. — P.  Smith. 

Queen's  Fis''a<;orials,  Queen's  Arms,  Chapel-street, 
Edgware-road,  N.W.— On  the  17th  inst.  Mr.  W.  Payne 
weighed-in  a  few  perch.  On  July  8  the  club  will  take  its 
first  outing  of  the  season  at  Langley  ;  to  leave  Paddington 
by  the  midnight  train  on  Saturday ;  Veitches  Pound 
boundary.  On  July  3  the  visit  on  the  A.A.  List  will  tike 
place. — Geo.  Keene. 

Hojial  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square. — On  our  opening  day  we  had 
a  grand  show  of  fish  upon  our  trays  by  Messrs.  Trotter, 
Webber,  Pain,  Pope,  Holder,  Speelman,  and  Longland. 
We  had  another  prize  to  add  to  our  grand  list  for  the 
season. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society.  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E. — On  June  17  Mr.  J,  Payne  weighed- 
in  roach  and  dace.  Members  that  have  not  had  their 
privilege  tickets  apply  to  secretary. — F.  Pegnatehi. 

Sacond  Surrey  Angling  Society  The  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  WestminsterBridge-road. — On  the  17th 
Mr.  G.  S.  Ireland  had  tench  and  bream  (largest  tench 
21b.);  Mr.  F.  A.  Ireland,  perch  (largest  perch  14oz.). 
Big  muster  on  the  20th.  Two  more  working  members 
proposed. — W.  B. 

SeFinour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  and 
(^'leen,  1.  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — A  few  of 
our  memb.^rs  weighed-in  fish  on  June  17 :  Messrs.  C. 
Smith,  jun.,  bream,  7lb.  4oz.  ;  8.  King,  rudd;  G.  Smith, 
bream ;  and  G.  Campbell,  tench  and  bream.  Will  all 
members  please  attend  next  Tuesday  to  settle  important 
business? — W.  Alois. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society.  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. —  Messrs.  Stanley, 
Pearce,  Thunhurst,  Belli,  and  Singster  have  been  elected 
as  honorary  members,  and  Messrs.  Harold,  Carter,  Brink, 
H.  Chandler,  and  Franco  as  working  members.  On 
Tuesday  last  Mr.  Phillips  was  proposed  as  a  working 
member.  ^  Hope  all  members  will  endeavour  to  attend  on 
meeting  nights  at  nine  o'clock  sharp  in  f  atnre.— B.  Smith. 


South  Bermondssy  Club  and  Institute  Pisoa* 
toirlals,  Eotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — On  June  17  we 
had  a  very  fair  show  of  fish  to  start  the  opening  seaeon, 
when  the  following  contributed  ;  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith,  reach, 
dace,  chub,  and  perch  ;  Mr.  R.  Thomas,  barbel,  chub,  ana 
dace ;  Mr.  T.  Byers,  roach  and  chub ;  also  Mr.  P. 
Allnm,  roach,  bream,  and  dace.  Our  first  monthly  onting 
will  take  place  on  July  1. — J.  H.  Davis. 

Stepney  i&ngllng  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Bhodeswell- 
road,  btepiiey. — The  following  weighed-in  fish  :  F.  Jewson, 
roach  and  bream ;  Chamberluiu,  bream  ;  Clapehaw, 
roach  ;  Rushton,  roach  and  bream.  Our  first  match  will 
take  place  at  Dagenham,  on  July  1. — W.  Beattik. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Heau,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — The  following  weighed-in  during 
the  week  :  Messrs.  J.  J.  Macey,  H.  Payne,  sen.,  II.  Payne, 
jun.,  W.  Wright,  and  T.  Lucas.  At  the  la*t  meeting 
Messrs.  W.  Haydon,  W.  Mott,  G.  R.  Park,  Frank  Barnes, 
and  W.  Elstone  were  elected  as  membsrs.  The  train  for 
Burnt  Mill  on  July  1  leaves  Liverpool  Street  at  8.5  a.m. 
A  brake  will  leave  the  Bon  Marche,  Brixton,  at  7  a.m.. 
"  Swan,"  Stockwell,  7  10,  and  Kennington  Gate,  7-20,  to 
convey  competitors  to  the  railway  station.  Mr.  Hy. 
Payne,  jun.,  kindly  presented  the  society  with  a  specimen 
bream  in  case  on  Tuesday  last. — Tommy. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — On  June  17  the  following 
members  weighed-in  some  good  class  fish  :  Messrs.  Grande, 
roach  ;  Drake,  perch  ;  Sandiland,  carp  ;  Payne,  roach  and 
bream,  largest  bream  41b.  We  have  a  prize  outing  on 
July  8  ;  place  and  conditions  to  be  decided  next  Tuesday. 
— G.  A.  Payne. 

Sundial  Angling  Society.  Windsor  Castle,  King's^ 
street.  Hammersmith. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
June  17  :  C.  E.  Lock,  61b.  of  chub ;  Mr.  Witten,  31b.  2oz. 
roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  J.  Phelps,  lib.  13oz.  roach  and  dace ; 
Mr.  Batchelor,  dace ;  Mr.  C.  Stevens,  barbel.  Next 
Tuesday  night  final  arrangements  for  our  brake  outing  to 
Uxbridge  on  July  1  are  to  be  made.  Members  wishing  to 
go  must  give  their  names  in  by  that  night. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society.  Riilway  Hotel, 
Twickenham. — We  had  a  good  attendance  on  Monday  last. 
The  following  have  been  out :  Mr.  Trinder,  four  bream  ; 
Mr.  Saunders,  one  bream ;  Mr.  Day  and  Mr.  James  had 
a  good  take  of  chub  and  barbel.  Messrs.  Luff,  Trinder, 
Alien,  Cross,  and  Birrow  have  bi>en  taking  eels ;  the 
largest  was  taken  by  Mr.  Barrow,  lib.  4oz.  All  the  fish, 
with  the  exception  of  eels,  were  returned.  Two  ordinary 
members  and  two  honorary  members  have  been  elected. 
Our  meeting  nights  are  now  Wednesdays  instead  of 
Mondays,  at  8  30.  Our  first  barbel  competition  takes 
place  on  July  14,  15,  and  16.— Geo.  Baeeow. 

United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Druid's 
Head  Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford.— On  the  17th  icst. 
the  match  on  the  Chelmer  resulted  in  a  blank.  The 
following  weighed-in  from  other  waters  :  Messrs.  W. 
Drage,  tench,  carp,  and  roach ;  and  J.  Steer,  tench,  carp, 
and  dace.  Messrs.  Gilbey  and  Beeson  also  had  fish,  but 
did  not  weigh-in. — F.  H.  Beak. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.  —  Members  wUl  be 
pleased  to  hear  of  the  recovery  of  our  old  scalesman,  Mr. 
Goddard,  sen.,  who,  after  fifteen  weeks'  illness,  had  the 
pleasure  of  weighing-in  the  first  fish  of  the  season,  of 
which  we  had  a  very  good  show,  Mr.  W.  Osmond 
weighing-in  631b.  of  bream,  largest  31b.  ll|oz. ;  Messrs. 
Skelthorp  and  Parnham,  dace;  Mr.  Eacott,  roach;  Mr. 
Howarth,  brtam  and  roach.  Messrs.  Skelsey  and  Eaton 
also  weighed-in.  A  general  meeting  wiU  be  called  for 
27th,  to  consider  the  election  of  a  new  treasurer,  and  also 
to  discuss  the  scheme  for  a  preservation  fund. — W. 
Callcut., 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— On  the  14th  we  had  a  very  fair  show. 
Mr.  Renn,  roach;  Mr.  Stjman,  bream  and  dace;  Mr. 
Harden,  perch  ;  and  Mr.  Barton,  perch. — H.  Heib. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  in  the  match  on  June  17,  and  all  the  prizes  were  taken 
with  a  fair  number  of  fish,  and  Mr.  W.  Burling  weighed- 
in  over  81b.  of  roach,  but  was  not  in  the  match. — R. 
Lowthee. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  at  the 
Dartmouth  Castle  Hotel  on  Thursday  next  at  7.30.  Our 
president  will  take  the  chair,  and  Mr.  R.  Dean  the  vice- 
chair.  The  distribution  of  prizes  and  a  long  musical 
programme  will  make  the  evening  an  enjoyable  one. 
Brother  anglers  and  friends  are  cordially  invited.— J.  J. 
Hunter. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Argling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — A  good  miry  mem- 
bers took  advantage  of  the  opening  season,  witb  good 
results,  and  the  following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  F.  Cress- 
well,  chub  (largest  31b.  lloz  ) ;  H.  Taylor,  barbel  and 
dace;  G.  H.  Robinson,  dace;  J.  Hicks,  bream  and  roach. 
Will  members  please  note  the  27th  is  quarterly  night  ?  We 
fish  the  local  cup  coaapatition  on  the  24;h.  Hope  we  shall 
have  a  good  muster ;  6.30  a.m  Arsenal  Station. — J. 
Wenslet.   


Wae  Pictubes  will  be  shown  at  the  Royal  Aquarium 
on  the  central  stjge  by  the  cineograph.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  and  ucpolar  forms  of  entertainment 
at  the  present  moment.  Trie  other  attractions  are  many, 
and  of  great  diverticy,  and,  with  the  addition  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  Exhibition,  render  the  Aquarium  one  of  the 
most  popular  pleasure  resorts. 


American  Books.— a  c&talo^e  of  American  books  in  varlooa 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Mareton 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
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^offings  bp  i^c  i^ag. 


The  twenty-eighth  annuil  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  of  the  Bprmondeey  Brothers  Angling  Society  was 
held  recently,  Host  Shepherd  oocupyiEg  the  chair  at  the 
special  r(  quest  of  the  preeident,  who  was  most  unfortu- 
nately unable  to  be  present  on  account  of  an  important 
business  engagement.  Between  forty  and  fifty  members 
and  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast.  The  usual 
toasts  were  dn^  given  and  responded  to,  and  some  bapital 
Fonsrs  render*  d  by  Mepsrs.  J.  Horton,  W.  Broughton, 
Wall  RohicB,  F.  Shepherd,  J.  J.  Hobbs,  and  others, 
and  the  pri2es  were  distributed  to  the  euccessful  winners. 


The  secretary  (Mr.  A.  Conn),  in  resnonding  to  the 
toast  of  the  society,  stated  that  over  13501b.  of  fish  had 
been  weighed-in  during  the  past  season,  principally  roach, 
and  that  the  society  was  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The 
long  list  of  gross  weight,  monthly,  and  specimen  prizes 
fills  neatly  seven  folios  of  foolscap,  and,  of  course,  cannot 
here  be  enumerated.  Without  a  doubt  it  was  a  splendid 
array.  There  were  plenty  of  money  prizes,  but  a  very 
useful  one  was  a  leg  of  mutton  and  a  sack  of  potatoes. 
 ) •**  <  

Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  made  his  second  appearance  in 
public  on  Tuesday  evening  last  as  chairman  of  the  CoUing- 
wood  A  B.S.  concert  and  visit.  Although  not  thoroughly 
recovered  from  his  severe  accident  he  is  able  once  more  to 
be  present  amongst  his  brother  anglers,  especially  in  the 
cause  of  benevolence.  Two  pounds  was  collected  for  the 
A. B.S.  fund.  Although  the  room  was  not  crowded, 
representatives  of  many  clubs  attended,  especially  the 
Blackfriars  and  Bermondsey  Brothers.  Host  Wiles  and 
secretary  Sorge  spared  no  pains  to  make  the  function  a 
success.  Mr.  Wheelhouse,  of  the  Blackfriars,  made  an 
admirable  vice-chairman.  The  talent  was,  if  possible, 
more  than  above  the  average  of  this  go-ahead  club. 
Among  the  most  noteworthy  were  Mr.  Horton,  Mr.  Dance, 
and  Mr.  George  Delmore.  The  "  good  "  Shepherd  spoke 
strongly  in  praise  of  the  A.B.S.,  and  said  that  every  mem- 
ber  of  his  club  (Bermondsey  Brothers)  belonged  to  that 
noble  institution. 


Many  London  clubs  have  made  it  imperative  for  every 
member  to  take  the  A.B.  ticket.  The  cost  is  Is.  a  year, 
and  the  assistance  rendered  to  sick  or  unfortunate  mem- 
bers is  almost  incalculable.  By  the  way,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade 
has  been  elected  trustee,  in  place  of  Mr.  Field.  In  Mr. 
Wade  the  angling  community  have  one  of  the  most  earnest 
supporters  of  benevolence. 

 >  ♦  »  »  <  

I  AM  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  H.  G.  Hankin,  late  hon. 
secretary  of  the  Thames  Re-stocking  Association,  is  now 
much  better,  end  is  again  doing  a  little  work.  Only 
recently  he  lost  his  father  suddenly. 

 >♦»♦<  

A  HERRING  weighing  20  ounces,  14  inches  in  length,  and 
9  inches  in  girth,  was  captured  recently  near  Thurso  in  the 
Balmon  nets. 


An  appeal  is  being  made  in  the  Plymouth  papers  for  a 
hard  case.  A  trawler,  the  Lord  Beaconsjield,  on  the  night 
of  April  7  last,  lost  her  forty-five  nets  and  ropes,  valued  at 
from  £75  to  £100,  from  a  foreign  steam  trawler  towing 
across  her  gear.  Her  owner,  Robert  Jones,  of  7,  Lamb- 
hay-hill,  Plymouth,  was  ill  in  bed  at  the  time,  and  is  still 
in  a  very  delicate  state  of  health.  He  is  entirely  without 
means,  all  his  capital  being  invested  in  his  boat  and  gear. 
His  boat,  therefore,  cannot  earn  anything  until  the  nets 
and  ropes  are  replaced. 


I.\  the  barbel  competition  of  the  Honnslow  and  Isle- 
worth  Piscatorials  on  June  17  and  18  for  largest  barbel, 
Mr.  J.  M.  Brougham  took  the  first  prize.  Another 
competition  for  barbel  in  the  Thames  will  take  place  on 
July  8  and  !t.  Guess  "J.  M.  B."  has  "booked"  first 
prize  for  this ;  but  he  has  some  good  anglers  to  fight 
against. 


Inverary  Castle,  the  seat  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll, 
has  been  let  by  Messrs.  J.  Wataon  Lyall  and  Co.  to  Mr. 
Lawaon  Johnston,  of  Kingswood,  Sydenham  Hill. 


Last  week  "hair"  was  strongly  recommended  for  fine 
fishirg.  Now,  this  is  is  net  an  advertisement.  There  are 
two  liichardsons  in  the  field — one  at  Kingston  (J.  R.)  and 
one  at  En»ton-road  (Joseph).  There  are  two  Pickersgills 
— one  at  Keiahley  (noted  for  his  "  fine  fat  gentles  "),  and 
the  other  at  ;i3,  Rydall-street,  Holbeck,  near  Leeds.  It  is 
the  latter  who  is  so  celebrated  for  his  hair  lines,  and  whose 
address  was  wrongly  given  as  "Keighley."  I  spoke 
strongly  in  favour  of  Mr.  33,  Rydall-street  Pickersgill's 
white  hair,  who  has  in  stock  all  shades— sorrel,  chesnnt, 
&c.  If  Mr.  P.  could  send  me  a  fresh  crop  of,  say,  brown 
hair,  I  will  promise  not  to  use  any  more  of  "  Dagonet's  " 
'ia/iho.  If  not  I  must  rest  content  with  the  "  thatoho  " 
I  poaiees,  which  is  nearly  ell  white. 

In  a  report  from  a  river  (which  river  is  not  stated)  a 
roach  of  'lib.  2r)z.  ia  said  to  have  been  captured.  Possibly 
roach  (more  than  one)  went  to  make  up  the  weight. 
Anyway,  I  do  not  like  to  contradict  the  angler  who  has 
captured  (?)  this  fine  specimen,  hot  ho  shows  a  marked 
iLcapacitv  for  fundatnental  exactitude.  There  is  nothing 
like  abtolnte  accuracy  in  recording  the  weight  of  fish. 


On  the  15th,  16th,  and  17th  inst.  three  trout  were 
taken  from  the  Thames  weighing  respectively  101b., 
71b.  2oz  ,  and  31b.  They  were  on  view  at  Mr.  Bambridge's 
shop,  at  Eton.  Mr._  Bambridaie  has  been  on  board  the 
steam  dredger  belonging  to  the  Thames  Conservancy,  and 
has  seen  some  curiosities  which  have  been  rescued  from 
the  "  vasty  deep."  I  should  not  like  to  say  how  old  they 
are,  but  amongst  them  were  four  good  specimens  of  chalk 
blocks,  bored  as  used  for  the  weighting  of  salmon  nets 
(when  salmon  were  in  the  Thames),  spear  heids,  bison 
elk,  and  various  deer  horns,  &a.,  &c. 

 >♦♦■»<  

A  barbel  of  61b.  6oz.  was  taken  on  the  17tli  at  Eton 
by  Mr.  G.  Brion. 


A  LAMENTABLE  fatality  occurred  at  Windsor  to  an 
angler  on  June  17  (the  second  day  of  the  coarse  fish 
season).  Mr.  Deunison,  of  Swallow-street,  Piccadilly, 
went  down  with  some  brother  anglers  by  early  train,  and 
the  party,  speedily  getting  afloat  at  Eton  in  punts,  crossed 
to  the  Windsor  side  for  a  promising  position.  As,  how- 
ever, the  punts  were  being  towed  up-stream,  Mr.  Dennison, 
who  was  sitting  on  a  chain,  suddenly  and  unobservedly  fell 
over  the  side  of  the  punt.  Missing  him  in  an  instant,  his 
companions  raised  an  alarm,  and  strove  to  rescue  him. 
Some  watermen  joined  them,  but  by  the  time  they 
recovered  the  unfortunate  angler  he  was  dead.  The 
disaster  could  not  be  explained,  and  the  only  result  of  the 
inquest  was  a  verdict  of  accidental  drowning. 

 >  »»■»-<  

The  Summer  Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be 
published  on  Saturday,  July  28.  It  will  be  profusely 
illustrated  with  engravings  in  black  and  white,  and  the 
price,  as  usual,  will  ba  twopence. 


"The  C.I.V." 

You  thought  we  played  at  soldiers  when  we  met  upon 
parade. 

You  watched  us  shoot  at  Bisley  with  a  sneer, 
But  the  moment  you  are  askintr  for  a  soldier  ready-made 

You  find  him  in  the  British  Volunteer. 
It's  easy  to  be  fit  and  smart  when  fighting  is  yoar  trade, 

But  we  must  do  our  drilling  when  we  can  ; 
In  the  busy  rough  and  tumble  the  living  must  be  made, 

And  that's  the  school  that  makes  the  fighting  man. 

A  something  in  the  City— a  shopman  or  a  clerk, 
A  fellow  with  a  pen  behind  his  ear, 

A  journalist,  a  lawyer,  or  an  idler  in  the  Park 
Is  the  ready-when-he's-wanted  Volunteer. 

Our  uniforms  of  grey  and  green  you  thought  a  sort  of  fad, 

And  Tommy  dressed  in  scarlet  made  us  small ; 
But  now  the  British  red-c3at  is  a  fellow  khaki-clad, 

The  grey  coat's  not  so  dusty  after  all. 
To-day  you  see  us  fighting  with  the  Tommies  side  by  side 

In  Freedom's  cause  and  all  we  hold  most  dear ; 
We've  shown  you  you  can  trust  us,  and  we'll  fill  your 
hearts  with  pride, 
And  quit  us  like  a  British  Volunteer, 
A  something  in  the  City — a  shopman  or  a  clerk, 

A  fellow  with  a  pen  behind  his  ear, 
A  journalist,  a  lawyer,  or  an  idler  in  the  Park 
Is  the  ready-when-he's  wanted  Volunteer. 

In  spite  of  service  red  tape,  the  snubbings,  and  the  sneers, 

We're  sharing  in  the  work  that's  just  begun ; 
It's  the  chance  we've  always  wanted,  we  wanted  it  for 
years. 

And  now  we've  got  the  job  until  it's  done. 
But  what  about  the  living  now  ?   If  we  should  give  our 
lives. 

We'll  aek  the  pals  who  blessed  us  with  a  cheer, 
Will  you  give  a  little  something  for  the  children  and  the 
wives. 

And  kindly  help  a  British  Volunteer  ? 

A  something  in  the  City — a  shopman  or  a  clerk, 

A  fellow  with  a  pen  behind  his  ear, 
A  journalist,  a  lawyer,  or  an  idler  in  the  Park 

is  the  ready-when-he's-wanted  Volunteer. 

Harold  Haedy. 

>  *  >  »  < 

The  list  of  baits  used  by  anglers  in  various  waters  is 
almost  incomprehensible,  but  one  that  is  not  used  as 
often  as  might  be  is  creed  (or  boiled)  wheat.  There  is 
wheat  and  wheat,  but  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams,  of  25,  Silver- 
street,  Notting  Hill,  has  in  stock  some  really  very  fine 
wheat,  a  sample  of  which  should  be  procured.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  sent  post  free  for  2J.,  but  the  sample 
costs  Id.  and  the  bag  Id.  A  single  grain  of  wheat, 
nicely  presented — just  the  white  showing — has  been  the 
death  of  many  a  fine  fish. 


The  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society  have  removed 
their  headquarters  to  the  Thomas  u  Becket,  Old  Kent- 
road,  S.E.,  where  all  communications  should  be  addressed 
in  future. 


The  committee  of  the  Central  Association  of  London 
Angling  Club  announce  that  the  second  competitioa  will 
take  place  in  the  Central  waters  only  at  Pnlbarough  on 
July  15.  for  the  twenty  guinea  oup  presented  by  Mr. 
Walter  Emden,  J.I'.,  L.C.O.,  also  for  a  five  guinea  cup, 
the  gift  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  in  addition  to  other 
prizes.  Entrance  fee  Is.,  proceeds  to  be  divided  between 
the  T.A.P.S.  and  Ke-Btooking  Fund. 


The  largest  brook  trout  on  record,  measuring  19Jin. 
from  head  to  tail  and  weighing  7ilb.,  was  taken  in  a 
lake  in  the  woods  in  Sierra  County,  California,  recently. 
It  is  one  of  a  number  planted  in  1891.  It  will  be  exhibited 
at  the  fair  to  he  held  in  Mechanics'  Pavilion,  in  San 
Francisco,  this  month. 


In  answer  to  several  inquiries  as  to  the  best  method  of 
preserving  minnows,  &o.,  "  M.  R.  C.  S."  sends  the 
following:  "I  have  lately  been  try iag  acetate  of  sodium 
as  a  preservative  for  fish,  and,  as  I  think,  with  perfect 
success.  The  colour  of  fish  after  treatment  with  the  salt 
remains  absolutely  unimpaired — a  most  important  con- 
sideration. The  shrivelling,  too,  is  not  excessive.  The 
followinst  is  the  method  I  have  adopted  :  Cover  the  fish 
with  the  acetate  in  coarse  powder,  and  let  them  remain 
two  or  three  days.  They  wul  become  slightly  shrivelled. 
Then  dry  carefully,  and  pack  in  layers  of  cloth  which  hive 
been  dusted  over  with  a  finer  powder  of  the  same  salt. 
The  baits  are  then  to  be  put  away  in  a  cool  place  until 
required  for  use.  Three  or  four  hours  before  they  are 
wanted  they  should  be  put  into  cold  water,  so  that  they 
may  absorb  as  much  fluid  as  they  have  parted  with." 

 >»»■»<  

The  Sea  Serpent. 

I'm  the  animal  bold  whose  deeds  are  told 

Prom  Bath  to  Brighton  gay ; 
The  marvellous  lengths  of  my  tail  unfold 

From  Deal  to  Boston  Bay. 
You  may  safely  bet  I  wUl  soon  be  met 

At  harbour  and  cove  and  bight ; 
I'm  the  family  pet  of  Mine  Host,  et  cet.. 

The  beau  of  the  season's  height. 

'Tis  Skipper  M'Ghee,  of  Gloucester,  he 

Discovers  my  bulk  afar. 
And  straight  the  tidings  are  heard  with  glee 

At  pier  and  at  bench  and  bar. 
Then  reaps  my  name  its  annual  fame 

At  usual  contract  rate. 
The  manager's  wire,  "  Please  run  the  eame 

As  before,  with  change  of  date." 

At  ship  and  shore  I  bellow  and  roar. 

And  shake  my  barnacled  head. 
With  nostrils  fringed  and  teeth  galore. 

And  mane  of  a  fiery  red. 
Or  I  peacefully  glide  in  a  ripple  wide, 

With  fins  on  my  eyebrows  grim- 
Anatomies  all  are  quite  defied. 

When  it's  I  who's  in  the  Bwim. 

There  are  some,  indeed,  who  are  fully  agreed 

(A  slur  that  I  cannot  help) ; 
I'm  only  a  spar  or  a  drift  of  weed, 

A  whale  or  a  mile  of  kelp. 
But,  fact  or  fake,  I'm  a  poor  old  snake 

Of  a  now  passe  design. 
Who  once  a  year  must  an  outing  take 

For  the  men  who  are  paid  by  the  line. 

Snapsthpts, 

 >»♦♦<  

In  answer  to  a  "  Roach  Fisherman,"  I  may  simply  tell 
him  that  I  don't  worry  much  about  the  matter,  but  simply 
take  the  bites  as  they  come,  and  am  satisfied.  But  now  I 
think  of  it,  what  a  difference  there  is  in  these  said  bites. 
There  is  the  quick,  greased-lightning  style,  when  your 
float  vanishes  like  a  dream,  and  comes  up  smiling  just  as 
you  are  in  the  act  of  striking.  Then  there's  the  nibble, 
nibble,  nibble,  all  along  the  swim,  sometimes  to  end  satis- 
factorily in  the  capture  of  a  fish  at  the  swim's  end  ;  often, 
alas  !  to  result  in  the  loss  of  the  long-suSering  bait.  The 
good  old  solid  bite,  where  the  float  goes  slowly  down,  is 
yet  another  form  of  bite.  There  are  other,  very  irregular, 
ways  in  which  the  roach  feed.  The  porcupine  will  go  for 
a  swim  up  stream,  or  across  the  water,  or  else  will  be  lifted 
np,  or  laid  flat  on  its  side. 

 >♦ « ♦<  

Our  patent  bed-spring,  says  a  Kentucky  paper,  has 
been  remodelled.  The  one  for  two  in  a  bed  is  so  arranged 
that  the  part  the  wife  lies  on  can  be  set  by  the  husband 
unknown  to  the  formnr,  and  it  springs  her  out  of  bed  and 
stands  her  np  on  the  floor  at  any  hour  for  which  it  is  set. 
It  then  remains  turned  up  on  one  side  so  she  can't  get  back 
again,  at  least,  on  her  side  of  the  bed  ;  and  she  won't 
come  back  on  his  side,  for  she's  too  all-fired  mad  to  come 
near  him.  So  the  result  is,  she  is  compelled  to  dress  and 
go  downstairs  and  see  to  breakfast,  and  the  old  man  will 
get  a  rest. 


Flies  and  gnats  are  often  very  troublesome  by  the 
riverside.  Last  season  here  in  Hampshire  I  could  not 
possibly  have  fished  sometimes  had  it  not  been  for  the 
remedy  which  I  adopt.  Dissolve  a  lump  of  camphor,  as 
big  as  a  walnut,  in  a  large  wine-glass  full  of  olive  oil. 
Before  going  to  the  riverside:  anoint  the  wrists  and  those 
parts  of  the  face — especialfJNiiider  the  rim  of  the  hat — 
which  are  exposed,  with  a  little  of  this,  and  the  flies  will 
cease  to  trouble.  A  small  bottle  of  this  will  be  found  a 
very  useful  companion  to  the  angler. 


Why  is  the  letter  F  useful  to  trout  fishers  ?  Because  it 
makes  lies  into  flics.  Why  is  the  letter  G  like  a  fishing 
rod.   Because  it  makes  a  lad  glad. 

)  «  »  «  < 

An  acre  of  oyster  ground  will  yield  as  much  as  five  to 
twenty  acres  of  land.  Dragnet. 


/ 
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28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


NO 


Maker  of  High'Class  Sainton,  CHIse,  and  Trout  RodSm 

CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER    PERSON    ASSUMING    THE    SAME  NAME. 


IMPORTANT  CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  op  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAVID  SLATER 

Newark-on-Trent. 


BDET  CANE  SALMON  and 
TROUT  RODS, 

"With  and  without  Steel  Centres ;  one 
quality  only,  "the  hest  "  ;  equal  to  any 
make  in  the  world.  These  rods  are 
entirely  manufactured  on  our  own 
premises  by  the  inost  skilled  workmen, 
and  we  will  guarantee  these  rods  for  five 
years. 


THE  LADY'S  ROD. 

Built  Cane,  two  joints,  9ft.  long.  Universal 
"winch  fittings,  spiral   lock  joints,  steel 
snake  rings,  cedar  handle  and  partition 
case.    Price  £2  2s. 


The  Best  all-round  Rod  for  bottom  fishing 
for  Eoach,  Bream,  and  Barbel  is  the 

NEWARK  PERFECTION, 

^ast  India  cane  butt  and  middle,  two 
greenheart  tops,  balanced  handle,  Uni- 
versal winch  fittings,  and  partition  case. 
Price— 10,  11,  or  12  feet, 

21s. 

With  cork  handle,  253. 

Send  for  Illnstrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 


The  Lightest  Bods  In  nae.   Weight,  8oz.  to  lOez. 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d  .  Cash  Only. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch  fittings,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle,  Is.  extra. 

"  Constant  use  for?  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Wonld  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it."— Marston,  F18HIK8  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  EOACH  ROD.  3- joint, 
balance  Dandle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings, 
brazed  ferrules,  winch  flttlng,  and  bag.  about  12oz. 
Price,  10ft.,  49.  9d. ;  lOJft.,  5s.  4d.  ;  lift.,  58.  lOd. ; 
carriage,  4d 

Finest  Undrawn  Oat,  flrstqaality,  20in.,  3s.  6d. 
per  100;  Snest  ever  seen  Drawn  Got,  15in.,  flrat 
quality,  38.  9d. ;  yard  Gut  Casts,  lOd.  per  dozen. 


BOOTH, 

Fishing  Rod  Maicer  and  Gut  Merciiaiit, 


ANGLERS!    ANGLERS  II 

THOMAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CEOWN   STREET,  COCKERMOUTH. 
Is  NOW  Showins  a  Splendid 

SELECTION  of  NEW  FISHING  REQUISITES, 

Lake  and  Trout  Bods  all  prices.  Well  balanced 
Greenheart  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Bods,  with 
Cork  Handles,  from  30s.  to  60s.  each.  Salmon 
and  Trout  Gut  of  the  best  quality.  Finest 
undrawn  Gut,  21Jin.,  Ts.  fid.  per  hank,  cannot  be 
equalled.  Bf  els  in  every  variety.  Lines  in  cotton, 
Sax.  and  silk.  Flies  to  suit  all  waters,  on  gut  or 
eyed  hooks. 

Agent  for  S.  Allcock  and  Co.'s  Celebrated  Fish- 
ing Tackle  Sole  agent  in  North  of  England  and 
South  Scotland  for  Manchester  Cotton  Twine 
Spinning  Company's  Waterproof  Lines,  &c. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  information  for  the  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


A  CHASmZTQ  GIFT  BOOZ. 

68.  net,  claret  roan,  gilt.  Illustrated. 

London  in  tbe  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  E.  C.  0««K  and  E.  T.  OoOK,  M.A. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"Sir  Benry  Ponsonby  it  commanded 
^  by  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
"  for  a  copy  ofhi«  Handbook. 
1    "Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
tot."—Brituh  Weekly.  "  Far  superior 
ordinary  exsiies."— London  Daily  ChronicU. 


"A  BRILLIANT  B00K."-I7ie  Tirm». 

Every  Visitor  to  London  should  use 

\  nWnOM  SECOND  EDITION 
L     IN  U      IN       ENLARGED,  58. 

and   l^T^cooKfSLA*  24  Maps  &  Plans. 

ENVIRONS.      60  Illustrations. 
Most  emphatically  tops  them  all." — DailyOraph 
Llangollen— Darlington  A  Oo. 
London — Simpkin,  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Railway  Bookstall  and  all  Booksellers. 


Visitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton,  Eastbourne 
Hastings,  Bath, Wells, Westem-snper-MateLMal 
vem,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llandrindod  Wellb" 
Bhyl.  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Bay,  Bettwsyooed,  Llan- 

gollen,  Bala,  Dolgelly,  Barmouth.  Aberystwyth, 
'riccieth,  Pwllheli,  Wye  Valley,  Severn  VaUey, 
Channel  Islands,  and  Isle  of  Wight,  should  use 
Darlington's  Handbooks,  Is.  each.  List  Post  Free. 
Darlington  &  Co.,  LlangoUen. 

London :  SIMPKIN,  MAB8HALL  &  CO.,  Ltd 

PHOTOOBAPHS.— Beautiful  Photographs 

of  Scenery,  Ruins,  ftc,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey 
Palestine,  and  Egypt;  also  North  Wales,  l8.,18.6d. 
and  2s.  Complete  List  Post  Free. 

DARLINGTON  b.  CO..  LLANGOLLEN 


GISHURSTINE, 

Tlie  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLBSALB  FEOM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  tht  Trade  only). 

UAPIfl  rC  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers 
nAUIVLCO  Seals'  Far,  Pigs' Wool,  81c 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

f5.  HAYNES,  Mardyke,  Cork. 


BENETFINKt 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Re^iuisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz.,  A  SPECIALITY. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOATING  FLIES  in  Stock. 

"Tied  by  Holland." 

FINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STEONG  CASTS. 

3Yds.,  4d.,  6d.,  8d.,  &  9d.;  with  Drawn  Points,  1/-  each,  10/-  per  doz. 

All  Sizes  of  "HERCULES"  CASTS  kept  in  Stock. 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted  -  -  from  2/5 
The  NEW  THAMES  PUNT  ROD,  10ft.,  Balanced  Butt, 

Snake  Rings,  Universal  Fittings  -----  „  5/6 
HICKORY  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING    -      -      5/-,  7/-,  10/-,  12/6 

TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish  from  7/- 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS  »  5/6 

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  14ft.,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft.      -      -      „  9/6 

Lar^e  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description,  from  3<3..  each. 
The  LADIES'  BROOK  ROD  (Greenheart),  weight  7ioz.      -      -  25/- 

GUINEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9ift.,  10ft., 

lOift.,  life,  and  12ft.,  Snake  Rings  and  Cork  Grasp  -     -  21/- 

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  -      -  21/- 

Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Butt,  3  Tops  21/- 

Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Tops  -  21/- 

0-A.T.-A-I..OC3-XTEIS    Post  Frree. 

Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.G. 


ALL  WHO  WISH  TO  KNOW 

WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 

Should  send  Is.  8d.  in  stamps  to 
Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ld.,  St. 
Dunatan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
for  a  copy  of  the 

ANGLEE'S  DIARY  for  1900. 

Which  contains  information  on  the  following 
BubjectB : — Names  and  particulara  of  Tiahing 
Stations  in  the  United  Kinodom,  Africa, 
America,  Asia,  Enrooe,  Australasia,  <fec.  the 
Close  Seasons  and  Cost  of  Bod  Licences  in  the 
(Jnited  Kingdom;  Pages  in  Diary  form,  for 
entering  tal^es  of  fish,  &c.  &c  , 
London : 

SAMPSON   LOW,  MABSTON  and  CO.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 


If  you  are  Interested  in  Books, 

send  2b.  6d.  in  stamps  for  a  copy  post  free  every 
week  for  3  months  of  "The  Publishers'  Ora- 
ccI/Ar  and  Booksellers'  Beookd,"  St.  Dun- 
stan's House.  Fetter  Lane.  London. 


FOR  SALE, 


i^JOUND,  old-estabUshed  FISHING 
^  TACKLE  BUSINESS,  known  as 
Stephen  Dale's,  7,  St.  John  street, 
Nottingham.  Established  sixty  years. 
Doing  good  trade.  Good  reasons  for 
leaving. — Enquire  as  above. 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps. 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world 
post  free 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TEOUT  FLIES  for  9d. 
3  doz.  for  28.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6b. 

THESE  PLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION formagniflcence.  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers,  having  no  equal. 
Comnlete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  application 

JOHN  WHITE, 

Pishing  Tackle  Manufacturer,  Omigh,  Ireland. 


F.  W.  DALE. 

Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST., 


66 


95 


Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  Dry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittings,  and  finish  is 

best  value  made. 

Greenheart,  1  guinea ;  Built-eane,  4  guineas. 

!  AU  lengths  from  Q^ft.  to  lift. 

I  PLIES  FOR  FLOATING,  WET  WORK,  YORKSHIRE,  WALES,  AND  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY, 

I  "         Is.  6d.  per  dcjjen. 
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NATURAL    BAITS:    HOW  AND 
WHERE  TO  FIND  AND  USE  THEM. 


Hints  to  Amateuk  Sea  Anglers  by  an 
Old  Fisherman. 

The  most  useful  hint  would  take  the  form  of 
advice  to  buy  and  study  the  late  Mr.  Wilcocks's 
very  useful  book,  or  the  sea  fishing  volume  of  the 
Badminton  Library  or  some  of  Mr.  Aflalo's  v?orks 
on  the  subject,  for  in  these  the  sea  fisherman  tfIU 
find  almost  all  that  he  will  ever  need  to  know, 
and  besides  the  verbal  instruction  he  will  have 
the  advantage  of  diagrams  of  all  the  ordinary 
baits  and  tackle  in  use. 

If  one  had  the  luck  to  be  an  inhabitant  of 
Funafuti,  or  some  of  the  other  isles  of  the  Pacific, 
he  might  very  likely  find  a  native  clever  enough 
to  fashion  (with  vast  expenditure  of  time  and 
patience)  a  fish  hook  that  would  be  sufficiently 
attractive,  without  any  other  bait,  to  capture 
some  of  the  finest  fish  that  swim  the  seas.  This 
article,  however,  is  addressed  to  those  who  intend 
to  seek  their  sport  on  the  shores  of  our  own 
islands  at  home,  so  the  list  of  baits  referred  to 
will  include  only  those  which  are  "  common 
objects  of  the  sea  shore.'' 

Natural  baits  are  mostly  taken  from  such 
animals  as  the  fish  are  in  the  habit  of  feeding 
upon,  for  most  fish  are  animal  feeders.  The 
most  familiar  of  all  is  the  lug  worm,  which 
rejoices  in  the  scientific  name  of  Arenicola  piscu- 
forum.  The  lug  worm,  as  we  all  know,  inhabits 
the  sands  between  high  and  low  water,  and  is,  as 
a  rule,  larger  and  finer  near  low  water  level. 

At  Deal  and  some  other  places  you  will  find 
that  there  are  two  sorts  or  conditions  of  lug 
worms.  One  kind,  which  is  called  the  "  common," 
is  reddish  brown,  with  a  greyish  yellow  tail ;  the 
other  is  of  a  deep  brown,  almost  black,  with,  a 
very  bright  yellow  tail,  whence  it  gets  the  name 
of  the  "yaller"  from  the  fishermen.  The 
"  yaller  "  is  a  better  bait  for  cod  and  most  other 
fish  than  the  "  common,"  but  it  is  more  difficult 
to  dig  up,  and  consequently  more  expensive  to 
buy,  and  for  flatfish  the  "  common  "  is  as  good,  if 
not  a  better  bait. 

It  is  the  way  of  the  lug  worm  to  burrow  two  or 
three  times  his  own  length  into  the  sand ;  then  he 
turns  horizontally  and  ascends  in  another  place, 
and  eventually  lies  with  his  nose  just  below  the 
surface.  If  you  can  recognise  the  little  dimple 
which  forms  in  the  sand  at  this  spot  you  can  dig 
him  out  pretty  easily.  "  Tallers,"  however, 
generally  lie  deeper,  especially  in  cold  or  stormy 
weather. 

There  are  two  methods  of  baiting  a  hook  with 
whole  lug  worms.  One  is  to  run  the  hook 
through  the  bait  near  the  tail,  and  then  pass  it 
through  again  and  again,  working  up  towards  the 
head  and  giving  a  twist  each  time,  so  that  when 
finished  the  worm  is  wrapped  corkscrew  fashion 
over  the  shank  and  bend  of  the  hook,  and  finally 
the  barb  is  buried  in  the  worm  near  its  mouth. 
This  is  more  easily  done  than  explained,  so  it  is 
well  to  watch  how  a  fisherman  does  it,  or  get  him 
to  show  you.  The  other  way  is  to  pass  the  hook 
in  at  the  mouth  and  to  thread  about  two-thirds  of 
the  worm  on  it,  leaving  the  bai-b  just  protruding 
and  the  remaining  third  of  the  lug  trailing  from 
the  bend.  Lug  worms  may  be  preserved  for  a 
great  length  of  time  in  a  floating  box.  If  you  are 
at  a  place  where  this  method  is  not  available 
they  may  be  kept  in  the  following  way  for  a  week 
or  more.  Get  a  large  flat  box  or  tray  of  wood 
(not  metal)  and  cover  the  bottom  with  a  good 
layer  of  fresh  brown  seaweed.  Wash  the  worms 
well  and  lay  them  on  this,  covering  them  with 
another  layer.  Then  carry  the  lot  into  the  coal 
cellar  or  any  dark  cool  place.  In  some  parts  the 
fishermen  squeeze  out  the  viscera  and  juiijes,  and 
hang  the  empty  skins  over  a  line  to  dry.  In 
this  dry,  hard  state  they  will  keep  for  a 
long  time,  and  they  need  only  be  thrown 
into  a  Vjucket  of  sea  water  overnight  in  order  to 
be  soft  and  fit  for  use  the  next  day.  If  you  want 
to  keep  worms  do  not  leave  them  to  putrefy  in  a 
slop  of  water,  as  the  Deal  men  do  ;  and  do  not,  if 
it  can  be  helped,  carry  them  about  in  a  "  bully 
V<eef"tin.  Never  keep  any  natural  bait  in  iron 
or  galvanised  vessels.  Brown  earthenware  is  the 
beht,  and  next  to  that  clean  wood.  The  iron  part 
of  a  lug-digging  fork  costs  about  -ia.,  and  as  in 
many  pla<:eH  the  fishermen  won't  dig  them,  or 
have  not  the  time  to  do  so,  and  you  [may  wish 


to  get  them  for  yourself,  it  is  handy  fo  have  the 
proper  tool,  for  lugging  with  a  spade  is  back- 
breaking  work.  The  same  fork  will  do  for  getting 
rag  worms  and  other  matters. 

Another  group  of  worms  comprises  the  great 
varm  (Phyllodoce  paretti)  and  his  small  relations, 
the  rock-bait  and  rag  worm.  As  the  varm  is 
rarely  procurable,  and  the  other  two  are  nearly 
identical,  it  is  enough  to  say  that  rag  worm  is 
easily  dug  in  dirty  harbours  and  such  places, 
where  drainage  percolates  through  the  sand.  The 
finest  specimens  are  found  in  the  same  whelk 
shells  which  soldier  crabs  inhabit.  They  live  and 
flourish  behind  the  crabs.  It  is  in  the  older  and 
softer  shells  that  they  will  be  found,  not  in  those 
which  have  the  tip  still  hard  and  sharp.  Rag 
worms  will  keep  for  days  in  a  dark  box  half  filled 
with  damp  green  seaweed.  They  are  good  bait  for 
most  kinds  of  sea  fish,  and  are  one  of  the  few 
baits  that  tempt  grey  mullet.  For  this  fishing 
small  hooks  and  small  pieces  of  worm  should  be 
used.  Pollack  are  very  fond  of  rag  worms,  and  if 
the  water  is  being  fished  with  rag  worm  bait  it  ia 
generally  difficult  to  get  them  to  touch  anything 
else.  When  fishing  for  pollack  do  not  thread  the 
worm  on  the  hook,  but  use  two  or  three  worms.  Pass 
the  hook  through  one  just  below  the  head  and 
flip  it  up  till  it  hangs  from  the  gut  just  above 
the  hook.  Then  pass  the  hook  through  the  same 
part  of  the  others  and  let  them  hang  from  the 
bend.  If  baited  thus  they  will  wriggle  a  good 
deal  in  the  water  and  seem  more  natural.  It  is 
convenient  when  fishing  from  a  pier  to  carry  a 
small  wooden  box  with  a  lid  which  turns  on  a 
pivot  at  one  end.  Boxes  of  this  kind,  made  of  a 
handy  shape  for  carrying  on  the  belt,  are  supplied 
by  the  tackle-makers  at  Plymouth. 

Now  to  turn  to  the  family  of  shellfish  or 
molluscs.  These  are  of  two  classes — those  which 
dwell  in  a  hinged  box  made  of  two  shells,  such  as 
the  cockle  and  the  oyster,  and  those  which  inhabit 
a  single  shell,  such  as  the  periwinkle.  The 
bivalves,  or  two-shelled  kinds,  have  a  muscle,  or 
sometimes  two,  to  draw  the  side  shells  together 
and  keep  them  closed.  They  have  generally  a 
stumpy  club-foot,  with  which  they  make  progress 
by  driving  and  thrusting  against  the  ground. 
The  cockle  can  even  skip  to  the  height  of  several 
inches  in  this  way.  The  univalves,  or  single- 
shelled  sorts,  move  about  by  the  contractions  of  a 
long,  flat  muscular  surface  on  which  they  crawl. 
They  often  have  stalked  eyes,  and  sometimes 
feelers  besides,  but  the  bivalves  (except  possibly 
the  escallop)  are  all  blind. 

Bivalves  all  inhabit  the  water,  and  most  of 
them  soon  die  in  the  air,  but  many  of  the 
univalves  can  live  for  a  long  time  out  of  water, 
and  some,  like  the  common  snail,  live  entirely  on 
land. 

The  most  useful  bait  among  the  bivalves  is  the 
common  blue  mussel.  In  Scotland  beds  of 
mussels  are  laid  down  to  supply  the  long-liners, 
and  they  bring  in  a  good  revenue.  In  England 
mussels  are  more  used  for  eating,  and  they  are 
imported  in  great  quantities  fi'om  the  mussel- bed.s 
of  the  Continent.  For*  baiting  the  mussel 
should  be  cut  neatly  out  of  the  shell  with- 
out splitting  or  spoiling  the  body.  Take  the 
mussel  firmly  in  the  palm  of  the  left  hand,  then 
insert  the  point  of  the  knife  and  gently  glide  it 
along  between  the  "  mantle  "  and  the  side  of  the 
shell  until  it  meets  the  adductor  muscle  ;  slit  this 
close  to  the  shell,  which  can  then  be  easily  prized 
open,  slip  the  knife  similarly  along  the  other  shell 
and  cut  the  muscle  on  that  side.  Then  lift  out 
the  fish  between  the  knife  blade  and  the  thumb, 
and  drop  it  into  a  bowl  of  fresh  water.  If  you 
put  the  bowl  of  extracted  mussels  overnight 
under  a  tap  of  running  water  you  will  find  them 
nice  and  firm  in  the  morning,  always  piovided 
that  the  cat  does  not  get  at  them  in  the  meantime. 
A  glass  pickle  bottle  with  a  big  stopper  is  the  most 
convenient  receptacle  for  carrying  mussels  in  the 
boat.  The  water  in  it  should  be  changed  now  and 
then  so  as  to  keep  them  fresh  and  cool.  Mussels 
make  the  best  of  bait  for  the  red  bream,  and  they 
are  freely  taken  by  cod,  whiting,  haddock,  and 
other  fish.  Put  them  on  the  hook  this  way : 
First  run  the  hook  through  the  fleshy  black 
tipped  lump  (the  foot)  that  protrudes  on  one  side, 
then  through  the  thick  of  the  body,  taking  care 
to  tear  it  as  little  as  possible,  and  bury  the  barb 
in  the  leathery  whitish  bit,  which  is  the  binding 
muscle.  If  you  are  using  "  two  on  a  hook," 
Scotch  fashion,  pass  the  book  first  through  the 


foot  and  then  through  the  body  of  one,  and  then 
in  reverse  order  through  the  body  and  the  foot  of 
the  other.  Mussels  will  hold  better  to  the  hook 
if  a  turn  or  two  of  soft  wool  is  passed  over  them. 

The  common  cockle  (Cardium  edule)  is  taken 
by  flatfish,  whiting,  pouting,  and  small  bream. 
Cockles  can  generally  be  obtained  wherever  there 
are  soft  oozy  sands.  In  Scotland  the  cocklers 
generally  rake  the  sands  with  a  heavy  iron  rake, 
but  in  Ireland  cockles  are  usually  dug  with  a 
crooked  iron  made  from  a  superannuated  reaping 
hook.  Cockles  are  not  a  very  killing  bait,  and  as 
lug  worms  inhabit  the  same  sands  it  is  better  to 
take  the  extra  trouble  of  procuring  the  lug,  and 
only  to  fall  back  on  cockles  if  no  lug  is  available. 
The  best  shell  fish  for  baiting  purposes  (except,  * 
perhaps,  the  oyster)  is  the  razor  shell,  of  which 
there  are  two  kinds,  the  larger  (Solen  siliqua), 
which  is  straight,  and  nearly  as  big  as  a  spectacle 
case,  and  the  smaller  {Solen  ensis),  which  is 
curved  like  a  sabre.  They  inhabit  the  sands, 
like  the  cockle,  and  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  get 
them  out,  as  they  burrow  like  lightning.  An  iron 
digger  is  used,  which  is  either  a  narrow  strip 
with  a  slight  hook-bend  at  the  tip,  or,  as  in 
France,  a  straight  rod  with  a  double  barb.  The 
modus  operandi  is  very  well  explained  in  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Schonewald,  of  Dalkey,  for  which  see 
the  F.  G.  of  May  19.  Cod  are  generally  ravenous 
for  razor  fish,  and  gurnard,  whiting,  and  haddock 
also  seem  very  fond  of  this  bait.  Hamus. 
{To  he  contiriued.) 


PISCATORIAL  SOOIETT. 
Mr.  Reginald  E.  Bookke  presided  over  a  large 
gathetiog  of  members  on  Monday,  and  was  warmly  con- 
gratulated npon  his  reappearance  at  the  society's  meetings 
after  his  long  and  serious  illness.  A  tray  of  tali  a  dozen 
of  the  fineet  chub  which  have  been  exhibiced  for  many  a 
long  day  graced  the  table.  The  forlunate  captor  was  Mr. 
Cba?.  H.  Whceley,  and  the  locality  which  yielded  the 
sptcimenti  was  the  Shepperton  diectict.  The  six  fisli 
weighed  171b.,  the  two  heaviest  going  exactly  31b.  8  z, 
apiece.  What  is  more  interesting  is  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Wheeley  took  in  one  day,  besides  the  171b.  aforementioned, 
531b.  of  smaller  fish,  none  under  2lb.,  the  total  being  70ib. 
Such  a  bag  has  never  before  been  excelled,  it  is  believed, 
by  any  member  of  the  society.  The  chub  were,  with  one 
single  excention,  caught  with  chtrties  in  deap  water.  The 
solitary  fish  w'oioh  "refufpd  to  feed  on  the  fruit  fell  a 
victim  to  a  piece  of  leef  forming  part  of  the  angler's 
sandwiches.  A  curious  coincidence  was  reported  by  Mr. 
Wheeley,  viz.,  that  on  the  corresponding  day  last  year  he, 
with  a  friend,  took  501b.  weight  of  chub  in  an  afternoon's 
fishing.  Needless  to  say,  the  eihibit  was  much  admired, 
and  the  fortunate  fisherman  toasted  in  time-honoured 
fashion.  By  the  way,  Mr.  Wheeley  also  canght  a  roach 
of  lib.  8oz.  with  a  cherry.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  related 
his  adventures  at  the  Lochleven  competition.  He  was 
unsuccessful  in  getting  a  place  among&t  the  prize 
winners,  but  came  out  thirteenth  in  the  list.  He 
may  be  considered  to  have  done  remarkably  well, 
seeing  that  the  day  could  hardly  have  been  worse  for  fish- 
ing, and  that  many  notable  Lochleven  habitues  were 
quite  out  of  the  runciDg.  Eleven  fish  took  the  first  prize, 
while  Mr.  Evans  had  eeven.  There  was  at  starting  a  dead 
calm,  after  which  the  wind  blew  from  the  east,  west,  north, 
and  south,  all  in  the  course  of  an  hour  and  a  half.  Major 
Graham  Gordon  gave  some  additional  details  on  dapping, 
he  forming  one  of  the  party  of  members  who  had  lately 
visited  Ireland.  The  May  Fly,  he  mentioned,  was  con- 
spicuous by  its  absence,  because  of  the  inclemecoy  of  the 
weather  and  the  attacks  of  the  seasulls  upon  the  small 
number  of  fly  which  did  come  up.  Mr.  J.  W.  Ziehnsdorf 
exhibited  a  small  threadworm  of  some  kind  brought  over 
from  Ireland.  The  old  yarn  auent  eels  being  evolved  from 
horsehair  was  referred  to,  the  speaker  mentioning  that 
the  Irish  fishermen  firmly  believed  the  tale.  The  worm  he 
showed  looked  like  a  piece  of  horsehair,  with  the  worm,  or 
whatever  it  was,  in  the  centre  of  the  strand.  Mr.  Ohlson, 
who  also  fished  in  the  Lochleven  competitioii,  gave  his 
experiences  in  the  contest.  Other  reports  of  fishing  may 
be  summed  up  as  follows :  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson,  nine 
trout,  with  the  spent  gnat,  in  an  hour  and  a  half  on  the 
Kennet;  Mr.  F.  (i.  Bridgman,  several  trout  from  the 
Lambourne,  on  the  May  Fly  ;  Mr.  E.  Mayes,  a  perch  of 
lib.  8oz.,  in  the  Thames  (returned) ;  Mr.  Horace  H. 
Brown,  fish  from  the  Lambourne,  and  a  brace  of  trout 
from  the  Kennet;  Mr.  M.  G.  B.  de  Courcy,  a  ohnb  close 
upon  61b.  in  weight,  taken  with  the  May  Fly  in  the 
Kennet,  tat  returned  in  consequence  of  the  close  season, 
also  several  trout  from  the  Lamuourne  ;  Mr.  II.  A.  Rolt, 
twenty-five  brace  of  trout  from  the  Lambourne  in  six  days. 
May  Fly  and  Alder  fishing  ;  Mr.  Geo.  Smith,  two  and  a 
half  brace  of  good  Lambourne  trout  in  one  day;  Mr. 
W.  G.  Fletcher,  trout  from  the  Lambourne;  Mr.  Robert 
0.  Blnndell,  a  brace  of  nice  fish  from  the  Kennet;  Mr. 
F.  Ward,  trout  from  the  Lambourne;  and  Mr.  C.  11. 
Bywaters,  trout  from  the  same  river.  The  last-named 
gentle  man  had  on  a  good  fish  in  the  Kennet.  It  weeded 
him  three  times.  He  extricated  it  twice,  but  the  third 
time  was  too  much  for  him,  and  the  fish  came  "  unstuck." 
From  Uxbridge  reports  are  nil.  The  half-yearly  meeting 
has  been  arranged  for  Monday,  July  lO.  Members  will  be 
notified  of  it  as  usual  by  circnkr.  M.  G.  E.  dk  C, 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCEETT. 
A.  r  the  ordinaxy  weekly  meeting  of  the  society,  held  at 
the  Restanrant  Fraacati  on  Wednesday,  Jane  20,  Mr. 
R.  C.  Graham  in  the  chair,  the  hon.  sec.  read  a  report 
from  the  society's  agent  at  Southend.  Mr.  Petrzywalski 
reported  by  teleg^ram  that  the  pouting  at  Margate  are  now 
very  good.  The  following  experiences  were  then  given  by 
members :  Mr.  Bates,  fishing  at  Deal  from  June  13  to 
Jane  17 — on  13th,  fishing  for  two  and  a  half  hours,  took  four 
and  a  Wulf  score ;  on  14th,  fishing  for  three  hours,  five  score  ; 
on  16th,  fishing  for  five  hours,  eight  score  ;  and  on  17th, 
fishing  for  two  and  a  half  hours,  three  and  a  half  score, 
gome  over  21b.  Mr.  Lane,  fishiog  with  a  friend  at  South- 
end on  June  16,  took  two  score  plaice  and  one  eel  about 
9in.  long.  Mr.  Edwards,  fishing  at  Deal  on  June  16,  took 
one  and  a  half  score  pouting  and  three  nurse-doga.  Mr. 
Graham,  fishing  at  Southend  on  June  20  with  whitebait 
on  Mr.  Bates's  double-barb  hooks,  took  twenty-two  good 
pouting.  Mr.  Minohin  referred  in  feeling  terms  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Canton,  one  of  the  most  respected 
members  of  the  society,  and  proposed  that  a  letter  of 
condolence  be  written  by  the  hon.  sec.  to  Mrs.  Canton, 
Hb  remarks  were  thoroughly  endorsed  by  all  members 
present.  Mr.  Graham  asked  the  hon.  sec.  whether  it  was 
possible  to  use  an  artificial  whitebait  as  bait.  The  hon.  sec. 
replied  that  he  thought  it  would  be  of  little  use  unless 
moving,  and  referred  to  the  somewhat  ezhaustive  Govern- 
mental experiments  iu  the  United  States.  A  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  and  usual  toast  to  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society  closed  the  meeting. 

Chables  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  meeting,  held  at  the  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern,  Coleman-street,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  B.  Tuokley 
occupied  the  chair.  Mr.  Wrightson  presented  a  framed 
photograph  of  the  shield  and  medals  won  recently  by  him. 
Reports  were  handed  in  from  the  Kelvedon  waters,  also 
the  Chesham  waters,  and  the  fry  at  the  latter  fishery  were 
found  to  be  in  splendid  condition,  the  fry  growing,  and 
there  is  little  or  no  mortality  now  occurring  amongst 
them.  Mr.  J.  Tayler  had  been  away  at  Lochleven,  where 
he  captured  trout.  Mr.  F.  R.  Ohlson  had  been  away_  to 
Loch  Erriok,  Dalwhinnie,  but  sport  was  indifferent,  owing 
to  the  keen  north-easterly  winds  which  prevailed.  _  He, 
however,  took  fish  each  day,  and  later,  with  a  friend, 
fished  Loch  Garrie.  They  each  captured  forty-one  fish, 
and  their  take  was  within  ^Ib.  of  each  other — quite  a 
unique  experience.  Later,  Mr.  Ohlson  represented  the 
society  at  the  national  competition,  held  at  Lochleven, 
and,  though  Mr.  Ohlson  does  not  figure  among  the  prize 
winners,  he  did  very  well  indeed  under  the_  existing 
circumstances,  and  will,  no  doubt,  do  well  if  repre- 
senting the  society  on  another  occasion.  Fishing  Loch- 
leven on  the  following  day,  he  had  an  averge  of  four  or 
five  trout  each  day,  some  of  the  fish  weighing  IJlb.  Mr. 
ConneUan  reports  taking  trout  at  Chesham.  Mr.  James 
"Tayler  has  kindly  promised  to  present  fifty  copies  of  his 
lecture  on  "  The  May  Fly  Season  "  to  the  society.  This 
wUl  afford  pleasant  and  instructive  reading.  Dr.  J. 
Simpson  Ladell  then  gave  a  paper  on  "  Gleanings."  He 
exhibited,  and  I  may  say  many  were  presented  to  the 
society,  a  number  of  specimens  he  had  gathered  from 
various  parts  of  the  British  Isles,  and,  in  fact,  all  over  the 
globe.  There  were  many  geological  specimens — crystals 
formed  by  the  action  of  the  water  at  Niagara  Falls  ;  an 
exceptionally  fine  specimen  of  the  saw  of  the  saw-fish ;  a 
knob  stick  used  by  the  blacks  to  settle  personal  differences 
and  for  a  game  of  "  nut  cracking"  they  are  fond  of; 
numerous  eggs  of  sea  birds ;  a  powder  flask  picked  up  (not 
by  the  doctor  though)  on  the  field  of  Pardeberg ;  and 
many  interesting  specimens  of  various  kinds  from  the  sea 
barnacles  from  the  Atlantic  cable.  Coloured  paintings  of 
fish  were  shown,  and  cards  illustrating  the  remarks  were 
also  provided.  The  doctor  had  obtained  some  of  the  smaller 
specimens  whilst  on  a  shrimper,  and  spoke  of  the  enormous 
destruction  of  fish  life  which  takes  place,  hundreds  of  small 
soles  and  flatfish  being  killed  each  time  the  net  is  drawn ;  and 
suggested,  as  a  means  to  improve  the  fishing  all  round  our 
coasts,  that  certain  portions  of  the  shallow  coast,  counties 
or  districts,  should  be  closed  alternately  for  two  or  three 
years,  then  fishermen  would  be  able  to  fish  all  the  year 
round,  and  an  effective  means  be  provided  for  the  recovery 
of  places  overfished.  This  was  thought  to  be  a  valuable 
suggestion,  and,  in  a  diacuasion  which  followed  the  paper, 
it  appeared  that  this  plan  was  adopted  in  parts  of 
Aosti^lia  with  great. success.  Anyhow,  something  must 
soon  be  done  to  compel  the  fisherman  to  study  his  future, 
as  even  at  the  present  day  the  fishermen  change  and 
change  about  in  their  search  for  the  fish.  The  paper  was 
much  enjoyed,  and  there  was  a  deal  of  instruction  in  it. 
A  eordiai  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Dr.  Ladell.  The 
tiaual  toatsta  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the 
meeting.    Hon.  Sec. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  June  delegate  meeting,  presided  over  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett,  was  held  on  Monday  night  at  the  Cripplegate 
Institute,  Barbican,  City.  Forty  clubs  were  represented. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  delegate  meeting  and  the  various 
committees  were  read  by  the  secretary  (Mr.  R.  G.  Wood- 
ruff), from  which  it  appeared  that  Mr.  8.  Malby  had  been 
•lecied  chairman  of  the  renting  and  preservation  com- 
mittee for  the  ensuing  year,  and  a  reward  of  5s.  had  been 
voted  Mr.  Chapman,  the  lock-keeper  at  St.  Margarets,  for 
reecuing  some  fish.  Mr.  La  Mond  had  been  out  watching, 
and  had  secured  some  eel  lines,  the  R.  and  P.O.  thanking 
him  for  hia  services.  On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  J.  B. 
Close,  cheques  to  the  amount  of  £81  were  ordered  to  be 
drawn  to  meet  current  expenses.  A  new  club— the 
Manual  Training  Angling  Society — weus  enrolled.  The 


members  are  connected  with  the  London  School  Board, 
and  Mr.  H.  G.  Owen  is  secretary.  Several  alterations  in 
Rule  1  were  made,  and  it  was  ordered  that  Rule  12  be 
deleted  from  the  rules  of  the  Association.  Mr.  G.  Edwards 
(Uxbridge  Rovers)  was  appointed  an  hon.  water  bailiff. 
Mr.  Loft  (Cambridge  Heath  Brothers)  reported  that  there 
were  no  bills  setting  forth  the  sizes  of  fish,  close  seasons, 
&o  ,  to  be  seen  on  the  tow  path  of  the  Lea  between  Totten- 
ham and  Edmonton,  and  Mr.  Malby  promised  to  attend  to 
the  matter.  As  regarded  visits,  the  visiting  officers  ( Messrs. 
Manning,  Harris,  Abrahams,  and  La  Mond)  appeared  to 
have  drawn  a  blank,  but  they  have  several  fixtures  in 
hand.  The  secretary  was  instructed  to  in  future  summon 
the  delegate  meetings  for  8  p.m.,  as  per  the  rules  of  the 
Association.  The  proceedings  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  for  presiding.  Hon,  Reporter. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 
The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held  on 
Monday  evening,  the  president,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf, 
occupying  the  chair.  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  wrote  expressing 
his  regret  that  an  important  engagement  made  it  impossible 
to  attend,  and  sent  a  detailed  report  of  the  doings  of  the 
T.A.P.S;  committee,  which  was  duly  read  and  appreciated. 
An  application  for  enrolment  wag  made  by  a  new  society 
called  the  Duchess  A.S.,  held  at  the  Duchess  of 
Kent,  Deverell-street,  S.E.  ;  secretary,  Mr.  G.  F. 
Montgomery.  Starting  with  twenty  members,  the 
rules  submitted  were  considered  quite  satisfactory,  and 
the  enrolment  duly  agreed  to.  The  report  of  committee 
showed  that  the  preliminary  arrangements  had  been  made 
for  the  Central's  competition  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  and 
Re-stocking  Fund,  fixed  to  take  place  on  July  15  in  the 
Central's  private  fishery  at  Pulborough,  for  the  silver  cup 
presented  by  Mr.  Walter  Entden,  J. P.,  L.C.C.,  and  also 
one  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  in  addition  to  a  goodly  list  of 
other  pri:^es,  concerning  which  a  circular  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  and  issued.  The  secretary  reported  new  season's 
privilege  cards  and  guide-books  were  ready,  and  that  an  un- 
precedented number  of  tickets  had  been  applied  for,  all  of 
which  would  receive  prompt  attention,  and  that  all  the 
private  waters  had  again  been  found  to  be  quite  ready  for 
the  opening  day  of  the  season.  The  secretaries  of  all  clubs 
were  again  reminded  that  the  rule  concerning  prepayment 
for  all  privilege  tickets  would  again  be  strictly  enforced,  past 
experience  showing  it  to  be  eminently  satisfactory,  both  to 
clubs  and  the  association.  The  visiting  officer  reported  a 
most  successful  visit  to  the  Lincoln  A.S.,  upwards  of 
twenty  clubs  being  represented.  It  was  also  agreed  to 
suspend  the  Central  Visiting  List  during  the  warm  weather, 
commencing  again  at  the  end  of  September.  The  business 
concluded  with  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. 
All  letters  to  be  addressed  to  the  secretary  at  6,  Priter- 
road,  S.E.   W.  J.  Wade. 


NATIONAL  ANGLING  CLUBS'  ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

ANNUAL  MEETING  AT  KINROSS. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Angling  Clubs' 
Association  was  held  in  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  on 
Tuesday,  last  week,  to  transact  the  usual  business,  and 
ballot  for  places  in  the  boats  prior  to  the  annual  competi- 
tion on  the  following  day.  Mr.  William  Gillies,  of  the 
West  of  Scotland  club,  chairman,  presided,  and  there  was  a 
fair  attendance.  Mr.  J.  Muir,  secretary  and  treasnrer, 
submitted  his  report  and  financial  statement,  which 
showed  the  income  to  be  £101  16s.  lid.,  and  expenditure 
£80  16s.  6d..  having  a  credit  balance  of  £21  Oa.  5d.  The 
report  and  balance  sheet  were  approved  of.  The  chair- 
man said  that  the  Lochleven  Angling  Association  had  done 
something  as  the  outcome  of  the  discussion  at  last  year's 
meeting,  and  now  prohibited  trolling  with  minnow  within 
the  buoys  at  the  shallows  during  the  months  of  May  and 
June.  They  were  indebted  to  the  Press  for  ventilating 
the  question  so  thoroughly,  because  he  observed  that  a 
number  of  men  who  never  did  anything  before  but  troll, 
were  beginning  to  serve  their  apprenticeship  at  fly  fishing. 
Mr.  .).  Tayler,  London,  said  he  appeared  on  behalf  of  the 
J  unior  Ply  Fishers'  Club.  He  might  say  in  passing,  that 
they  considered  it  a  very  great  honour  to  be  allowed  to 
join  this  association,  and  he  thought  it  was  in  the  interest 
of  the  association  being  national,  and  also  in  the  interests 
of  London  angling  clubs  that  the  proportion  of  London 
clubs  to  others  should  not  be  less  than  it  was  now.  They 
had  lately  a  very  large  accession  of  fly  fishers  in 
London,  and  one  of  the  clubs — the  one  he  rep- 
resented—was about  to  fall  out.  He  had  had  the 
honour  of  being  president  of  it  since  its  formation. 
However,  other  clubs  having  increased  so  rapidly,  they 
found  that  it  was  desirable  to  carry  on  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  no  longer.  The  point  he  wanted  to  bring  before 
them  was  that  another  club  should  be  selected  from  among 
the  London  clubs  to  take  the  place  of  the  Junior  Fly 
Fishers.  He  thought  that  would  be  in  the  interests  of  the 
association,  considering  that  it  was  national,  and  it  would 
be  in  the  interest  of  the  London  clubs.  He  alluded  to  the 
Fiiendly  Anglers,  "r hey  had  been  in  existence  for  fifty- 
eight  years,  and  limited  their  membership  to  sixty.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  members  were  fly  fishers.  Though 
they  could  not  clench  the  matter  entirely  that 
night,  if  they  approved  of  it  it  would  have  to  be 
confirmed  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Friendly 
Anglers,  which  would  be  held  in  July.  He  thought 
it  would  also  require  confirmation  from  the  committee 
of  the  National  Angling  Clubs'  Association  if  they  agread 
to  it.  It  would  afford  the  friendly  anglers  great  pleasure 
in  being  allowed  to  join  the  association.  Mr.  F.  R.  Ohlson, 
London,  as  an  old  member  of  the  Junior  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
had  much  pleasure  in  seconding  Mr.  Tyler's  nomination. 


They  (Londoners)  looked  at  the  National  Competition  djs 
a  sort  of  national  affiir,  and  as  such  he  need  not  say  how 
they  prized  having  admission  whether  they  won  or  not. 
It  was  a  pleasure  to  visit  them  in  the  north  and  fish  on 
their  waters.  They  were  only  sorry  that  the  distance  was 
so  great  to  ask  them  to  come  and  try  conclusions  with 
them  with  the  dry  fly.  They  were  very  anxious 
that  the  association  should  continue  its  national 
character,  and  those  of  them  who  were  present 
at  that  meeting  a  few  years  ago  might  remember 
that  he  tried  to  obtain  the  representation  of  Ireland  and 
Wales,  so  as  to  make  it  truly  national.  Mr.  Macgregor 
(the  late  secretary),  however,  afterwards  informed  him 
that  he  found  it  to  be  impossible.  The  chairman  said  all 
they  could  do  at  that  meeting  was  to  make  a  recommenda- 
tion to  the  office-bearers.  The  position  of  the  association 
at  present  was  that  there  were  several  Scottish  clubs 
knocking  loudly  at  the  door  of  the  association  to  gain 
admission.  He  was  sure  that  if  the  meeting  made  such  a 
recommendation  to  the  committee  it  would  be  carried  out. 
Agreed.  Office-bearers  were  elected  as  follows :  Dr. 
Allum  (Bridge  of  Allan),  president;  Mr.  J.  8.  Rea  (New- 
castle), vice-president;  Messrs.  J.  M.  Boss  (Glasgow)  and 
Lewis  S.  Spence  (Edinburgh),  committee.  Mr.  Muir  was 
continued  in  office  as  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Kinross.  Robert  Laino. 


THE  RESULT  OF  ENTERPRISE. 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  A.  W.  Gamage,  Ltd., 
was  recently  held  at  Anderton's  Hotel,  Fleet-street.  Mr. 
A.  W.  Gamage  presided  over  a  good  attendance  of  share- 
holders. The  report  and  accounts  were  unanimously 
adopted.  The  interim  dividends  were  confirmed,  and  a 
dividend  at  the  rate  of  5  J  per  cent,  was  declared  on  the 
preference  shares,  and  5  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares. 
The  chairman,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  said  :  The 
business  was  started  in  1878,  the  turnover  at  that  time 
beiog  something  like  £20  a  week ;  to-day  it  was  nearly  2(K) 
times  that  amount.  To  give  the  meeting  some  idea  of  the 
world-wide  extent  of  the  business,  the  number  of  letters 
received  in  one  year  amounted  to  over  300,000,  and  many 
of  these  came  from  the  moat  remote  parts  of  the  globe. 
He  read  extracts  from  letters  received  from  Lagos  and 
Axim  (West  Coast  of  Africa)  in  order  to  demonstrate  that 
Gamage' s  was  looked  upon  as  universal  providers .  One  corre  - 
spondent  wished  to  have  his  son  apprenticed  as  a  blacksmith, 
and  wanted  the  firm  to  find  a  suitable  place  and  lodgings 
for  him;  another  wanted  them  to  take  compassion  on  him, 
so  that  he  could  finish  his  collegiate  education  in  England , 
in  order  to  become  a  missionary.  The  company  had  lately 
received  a  large  order  from  the  Gold  Coast  for  flint-stock 
rifles.^  These  not  being  Mausers  they  had  no  qualms  of 
consciemce  in  sending  them  out.  The  company  were  not 
only  pioneers  in  the  matter  of  price,  but  at  the  present  time 
they  were  the  leaders  of  the  cycling  world.  He  desired 
to  correct  a  common  error,  and  to  draw  attention  to  the 
fact  that  A.  W.  Gamage,  Ltd.,  was  not  a  cycle  company, 
and  could  not  be  classed  in  that  category.  The  business 
of  the  firm  was  almost  of  a  Universal  nature,  and  was  un- 
doubtedly an  industrial  concern.  If  the  cycling  depart- 
ment were  closed  to-morrow  there  would  still  be  a  very 
large  turnover  independent  of  it.  It  was  difficult  to  say 
what  the  company  did  not  deal  in,  as  they  were  able  to 
supply  anything  from  a  shoelace  to  an  elephant.  One  of 
the  latest  inquiries  that  the  firm  had  received  was  for  an 
inflated  pig,  full  size. 


ilofcs  from  tl}c  ^ott^). 

The  season  on  Loch  Tay  just  closed  has  been  the  worst 
on  record.  Some  ninety-six  fish  were  got  in  the 
aggregate.   

Lochleven  is  teeming  with  fish  and  fishermen  just  now, 
and  sport  is  fairly  rife.  The  Northumberland  Club  held 
a  competition  on  Friday,  at  which  five  members  competed. 
They  had  an  average  of  four  apiece,  totalling  161b.  lOoz. 
— a  fairly  respectable  basket  had  it  been  to  one  rod. 

The  lochs  are  doing  well,  bar  the  late  easterly  winds  and 
an  occasional  fog.  Loch  Rannoch,  Overscaig,  Inohna- 
damph,  and  other  Highland  angling  resorts  are  juat  coming 
into  their  best  trim,  and  baskets  of  from  twelve  to  twenty- 
five  are  the  ordinary  run. 

There  has  been  a  glorious  change  in  the  weather — just 
the  kind  anglers  are  in  need  of.  A  little  more  rain  and  it 
woTild  be  ideal,  as  the  streams  are  dead  low,  too  low  for 
salmon,  and  on  the  clear  side  for  trout  fishing,  with  the 
best  success.   But  the  outlook  is  good. 

Sport  on  the  Balmoral  waters  was  not  so  bright  as  was 
anticipated,  on  account  of  the  low,  clear  waters.  The 
river  fell  away  all  nt  once,  and  the  fish  ran  right  through  to 
the  Braemar  reaches.  The  Duke  of  York  had  "just  his 
ordinary  luck  "  he  said,  at  the  Aberdeen  station ;  ''  a  week 
too  late  for  the  thick  of  them ;  but  very  weU  satisfied 
indeed,  so  late  in  the  season." 

Her  Boyal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Fife  will  have  right 
royal  sport  this  autumn  in  the  Mar  Lodge  waters.  fHsh 
are  as  thick  as  herring  in  a  barrel,  and  still  full  force  of 
the  spring  run  has  not  yet  got  past  the  Invercauld  reaches. 

The  first  giilse  of  the  season  was  got  on  the  Invercauld 
lower  waters,  Braemar,  sixty  miles  from  the' sea.  They 
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have  ran  right  throngh  to  these  upper  parte  after  the  late 
spateB,  and  in  the  present  small  clear  waters. 


The  very  smallest  of  Jiu.  silmon  flies  are  now  in  demand. 
The  yellow  moth  sterns  a  favourite  on  the  upper  pools, 
while  the  tiny  "  Jock  Scott,"'  "  Silver  and  Blue,"  "  Blue 
Charm,"  "  Jccty,"  "Jeannie"  Loggie,  and  such  like 
summer  favourites  are  all  the  go. 


Mr.  Harvey  Brown  asks,  re  the  sport  on  the  upper 
regions  of  the  Dee,  what  lines  are  being  used.  Until 
May  2S  nothing  but  the  fly  is  used  on  the  Balmoral 
waters ;  after  that  date  "  go-as-you-please  "  rules  the 
roost.  As  for  the  other  reaches,  it's  "  go-as-you-please  " 
all  the  year  round.  Lessees,  as  a  role,  can  do  as  they 
have  a  mind.  But  To  per  cent,  of  the  sport  obtained  this 
pist  spring  on  the  Dee  as  a  whole  has  been  to  the  fly  ;  and 
this  b  a  very  low  estimate. 

The  remains  of  the  late  Sir  William  Brooks,  Bart., 
Glentana,  were  laid  to  rest  near  St.  Lesmo's  Church, 
wherein  "  hs  worshipped  God."  The  funeral  obsequies 
were  of  the  simplest.  It  was  hia  dying  desire,  and  it  was 
strictly  carried  out.  Yet,  although  none  other  than  the 
ordinary  Press  obituary  notice  appeared,  thousands 
gathered  from  far  and  near  to  pay  their  last  tribute.  The 
Queen  was  represented  by  Sir  Godfry  Clarke,  and  the 
wreaths  brought  and  sent  by  others  could  have  been 
counted  by  the  hundred. 

The  Earl  and  Countess  of  Aberdeen  came  from  Haddon 
House.  Others  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  by  the  score 
flocked  to  the  sad  farewell  of  a  bright  and  happy  life. 
Amongst  the  throng  who  crowded  near  the  cofiin  were  his 
old  friend  Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar,  K.C.B.,  five 
years  his  senior,  and  the  oldest  angler  on  the  Dee ;  and 
his  old  servant  Power,  who  has  retired  on  a  pension  after 
thirty  years'  service,  and  who  came  north  t«  the  funeral. 
The  Fishing  Gazette  was  represented  by  your  humble 
servant.  It  was  Sir  William's  favourite  angling  paper, 
and  many  of  these  notes  were  indirectly  from  his  pencU. 


A  friend  who  spent  a  week  on  the  Deveron,  at  Hnntly, 
where  the  angling  is  nominally  free  and  lodgings  cheap, 
writes  to  say :  "I  have  had  twelve  days'  fishing,  and  have 
had  from  two  to  four  dozen  trout  per  day,  the  aggregate 
being  356  fish,  weighing  1531b."  His  stay  extended  from 
May  28  to  the  9th  inst.   

Splendid  baskets  were  made  last  week  on  the  Ythan 
tidal.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Jopp,  on  four  days  out,  had  an 
average  of  121b.  per  day.  The  heaviest  scaled  21b..  and 
fish  of  IJlb.  were  quite  common.  Mr.  Eitchie,  Udny 
Arms,  Newburgh,  via  Aberdeen,  writes  to  say  that  he 
never  saw  fish  coming  in  so  early — perfect  beauties  as  to 
colour  and  size.  He  is  looking  forward  to  a  good  season. 
July  well  booked  up.  Special  Scotch. 


Iprovincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on  Thursday 
evening  last,  June  14.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr. 
J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was 
well  attended,  as  delegates  from  over  ninety  clubs  were 
present.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  general  meeting, 
held  on  March  H  last,  were  read  and  adopted,  after  which 
the  minutes  of  the  committee  meetings  held  on  April  5, 
May  5,  and  June  7  were  read  and  adopted.  The  bilanoe- 
sheet  and  auditors'  report  for  the  quarter  ending  March  30 
went  to  show  that  the  association  was  never  in  such  a 
sound  position  as  it  is  at  the  present  time,  and  that  the 
sum  of  over  £90  was  carried  forward  to  the  credit  of  the 
association.  The  balance-sheet  and  report  was  received 
and  adopted  as  very  satisfactory.  The  question  of  members 
making  their  wives  members  of  the  association,  in  order  to 
enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  their  husbands,  was  discussed 
at  some  length.  Letters  were  read  by  the  secretary  from  the 
different  railway  companies  ;  the  correspondence  went  to 
show  that  the  companies  were  willing  to  grant  the 
concession  to  the  ladies  on  the  understanding  that  they 
adhered  to  the  association  rulee  and  used  the  tickets  for 
angling  purposes  only.  This  was  approved  of  by  the 
delegates.  The  annual  contest  work  was  next  taken  in 
detail,  when  it  was  resolved  to  accept  the  committee's 
sngKestion  that  £70  be  granted  for  prizes,  and  that  the 
value  of  the  first  prize  should  not  exceed  £8.  To  this  will  be 
added  a  valuable  diploma  for  the  winner,  and  also  one  for 
the  club  to  which  the  winner  |belongs,  together  with  the 
valuable  challenge  cup.  Abingdon  was  unanimously 
approved  of  for  the  wntest  to  be  fished  at,  and  the  same 
conditions  that  goverued  the  contest  last  year  were  also 
accepted.  The  entrance  fee  will  be  Gd.  each,  and  the 
railway  fare  has  been  fixed  at  48.  Cd.  The  sum  of  £5  &a. 
as  voted  by  the  committee  to  the  Thames  Restocking 
AiHOciation  was  also  approved  of  ;  the  final  arrangements 
were  left  in  the  hands  of  the  committee.  It  is  expected 
that  the  forthcoming  contest  will  beat  all  records,  as 
Abingdon,  last  year,  gave  great  satistaotion  to  our 
memtjers.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Spiers,  of 
the  Railway  Hotel,  Defford,  in  which  ho  states  that  he  in- 
tends charging  the  members  of  the  Provincial  and  Birming- 
ham Asaociationa  3d.  each  per  day,  and  unattached  anglers 
'id.  f>er  day.  And  for  Association  club  contests,  clubs  not 
exceeding  forty,  ~>b.  ;  not  exceeding  seventy,  7a.  M. ;  and 


clubs  not  exceeding  120,  10s.  Clubs  are  requested  to  make 
a  note  of  this.  A  large  number  of  anglers  turned  out  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  last  to  fish  both  rivers  and  canals, 
but  no  fish  of  any  note  were  taken.  The  roach  are  not  in 
good  condition  as  yet.  The  perch  and  dace  have  quite  re- 
covered from  their  spawning,  and  are  in  very  good  condition. 
Several  small  pike  have  been  taken  in  good  condition,  also 
a  number  of  eels.  Perch  fishing  just  now  is  very  good  in 
the  Salford  Priors  and  Bidford  district.  Titford  Pools 
are  now  open  to  the  public.  Is.  per  day  is  charged  for 
bottom  fishing,  and  2s.  6d.  per  day  for  trolling.  Several 
other  pools  have  also  been  opened  to  the  public,  at  a 
charge  ranging  from  Is.  per  day.  The  Vine  Unity  Society 
decided,  at  their  last  general  meeting,  to  fish  their  annual 
contest  on  the  Severn,  at  Kemsey,  near  to  Worcester,  on 
July  16.  The  sum  of  £S  was  granted  as  prizes,  inde- 
pendent of  the  prizes  promised  by  the  members.  A 
number  of  contests  will  be  fished  at  Twyning  Fleet  this 
year.  The  Jubilee  and  Tenby  fish  here  on  the  first  and 
second  Sundays  in  July. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Coarse  fishing  commenced  in  the  Fen  District  on  Satur- 
day, and,  generally  speaking,  the  prospects  of  a  successful 
season  are  very  good.  Thanks  to  the  heavy  rains,  the 
waters  are  in  better  condition  than  is  usual  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  The  weed  nuisance,  however,  will  probably 
cause  a  good  deal  of  annoyance  for  a  week  or  two,  but  on 
some  drains  redding  operations  are  well  advanced.  Roach 
have  scarcely  recovered  from  the  spawning  process,  and 
anglers  will  do  weU  to  let  them  have  a  little  longer  rest. 
Bream  will  supply  ample  sport  in  the  meantime.  Piscators 
have  been  busy  on  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Witham,  and 
capital  sport  has  been  had,  especially  in  the  Kirkstead  and 
Dogdyke  districts.  From  nearly  all  the  principal  rivers, 
including  the  Witham,  Welland,  Forty-foot,  and  Glen,  the 
reports  show  that  the  waters  are  literally  full  of  fish,  and 
the  prospects  of  sport  are  consequently  most  encouraging. 
Trout  fishing  is  looking  up  considerably ;  in  fact,  tMs 
branch  of  sport  is  better  now  than  it  has  been  since  the 
season  began. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  recent  rains  the  river  Hull  and  its  tribu- 
tary becks  and  streams  are  all  of  a  nice  colour  and  in 
first-class  trim  for  all-round  angling.  During  the  past 
week  a  few  very  decent  trout  have  been  taken  in  various 
parts,  and  one  is  reported  to  have  boon  taken  at  Wilfholme 
by  Mr.  W.  Colbeck,  of  the  Derringham  Angling  Club,  that 
scaled  61b.  4Joz..  but  owing  to  weed  cutting  operations  on 
the  Barmston  Drain,  and  some  of  the  other  tributaries, 
ledger  fishermen  in  the  lower  waters  are  being  much 
annoyed,  but  the  next  big  tides  will  no  doubt  obviate  this 
nuisance  to  the  bottom  fisher.  The  opening  day  for  coarse 
fish  was  heralded  in  in  this  district  with  splendid  weather 
for  angling  operations,  both  in  fly  or  bait  fishing,  perhaps 
a  little  too  bright  at  times,  but  a  nice  breeze  kept  sweeping 
across  the  waters,  causing  a  nice  ripple  on  the  surface  and 
adding  greatly  to  the  angler's  chance  of  success.  The 
beautiful  weather  caused  quite  an  army  of  anglers  to 
emerge  out  of  the  city,  especially  in  the  afternoon,  in 
battle  array  with  their  rods,  nets,  panniers,  square 
baskets,  and  what  not  in  a  crusade  against  the  finny 
denizens  of  our  streams,  and  from  some  quarters 
some  very  fair  catches  were  had,  and  at  2  p.m., 
from  the  City  Pier,  a  boat-load  of  anglers  steamed 
away  up  the  river  Humber  towards  Ferriby  Sluice, 
this  pleasurable  and  picturesque  run  up  the  river  being 
much  enjoyed  by  the  excursionists,  and  on  alighting  at  the 
Sluice,  out  of  386  anglers  assembled,  about  280  filed  down 
the  banks  of  the  river  Ancholme  to  take  part  in  the 
annual  open  match  and  "Cutting"  Challenge  Cup  com- 
petition of  the  Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society,  and 
after  gently  watching  the  float  for  about  two  and  a  half 
hours,  the  signal  was  given  to  cease  hostilities  against  the 
fish,  and  the  weighing-in  commenced,  and  at  the  conclu- 
sion the  following  competitors  were  declared  the  first  three 
winners,  viz. :  First,  Mr.  W.  Downsworth,  with  21b.  loz. ; 
second,  Mr.  W.  Pinder,  lib.  7§oz. ;  and  third,  Mr.  J. 
Smith,  lib.  7oz. ;  the  challenge  cup  this  season  being 
secured  by  the  River  Hull  Angling  Association,  with  an 
aggregate  weight  of  31b.  4oz.,  the  team  to  be  presented 
with  a  gold  medal  each;  the  Clarence  A. S.  ran  second, 
with  21b.  12Joz.  At  8  p.m.  the  large  company  returned 
to  the  steamer,  and  a  very  pleasant  and  enjoyable  voyage 
down  the  Humber  was  experienced,  until  the  long  line  of 
Hull  Docks  were  reached,  and  all  landed  at  the  pier, 
much  refreshed  and  delighted  with  their  outing.  Several 
clubs  have  decided  matches  during  the  past  week.  The 
Waltonians  fished  theirs  at  Dunswell,  on  the  river  Hull, 
Mr.  H.  Hudson  taking  the  first  prize  with  21b.  14oz. ; 
Messrs.  G.  Tock  and  R.  Stone  taking  the  next  two.  The 
Royal  Albert  Angling  Society's  took  place  at  Weelferry, 
Mr.  T.  Mail  being  first  prize  winner  with  2Ib.  Whoz.  ; 
Mr.  H.  Dunham,  second,  2ib.  4ioz.  ;  and  Mr.  R. 
Linford,  third,  with  21b.  2|oz.,  wbilst  the  Sandring- 
ham  Association  fished  theirs  at  Hull  Bridge,  Messrs. 
T.  Dixon,  H.  Cooper,  and  R.  Young  being  declared  the 
first  three  winners.  The  Ancholme  Commissioners  have 
just  issued  their  notices  for  the  present  season,  daily 
tickets  being  issued  at  Id.  each,  weekly  Is.,  and  season 
tickets  three  shillings.  The  joint  committee  of  the  Hull 
and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association,  and  the 
Hull  Preservation  Society,  have  now  completed  their 
arrangements  for  the  present  season  of  the  Market 
Weigiiton  cunul  fishery,  and  season  tickets  can  be  had  of 
tbu  secretaries  of  each,  or  at  the  clubhouses,  the  White 
Horse  Hotel,  Carr-Iane,  or  the  Queen's  Hotel  in 
Charlotte-street,  Hull.  Both  the  Globe  Angling  Society 
and  Messrs.  Amos  and  Smith's  Bmployues  Club  fish 
matches  to-day  (Saturday)  at  Newport,  on  the  Market 
Woighton  canal,  and  the  Hull  Town  Angling  Society,  a 
match — open  to  all  comers— on  the  Ancholme  at  Ferriby 
Sluice. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Warrington  societies  have  not  lost  any  time  in 
negotiating  opening  events,  for  two  were  successfully 
disposed  of  last  week-end.  The  Mersey  Angling  Club 
visited  Yale  Royal,  seventeen  rods  competing,  and  the 
prizes  were  awarded  as  follows:  Messrs.  T.  Hayes, 
lib.  14oz.  12drs. ;  T.  Barry,  lib.  13oz.  2drs. ;  and  F. 
Jolley,  lib.  9oz.  8drs.  Total  catch,  91b. — about  8oz.  each 
competitor.  The  Gladstone  Arms  Angling  Club  also  were 
at  Vale  Royal,  twenty-two  rods  competing,  but  they  did 
not  secure  such  good  weights  as  the  Merseyites,  but 
awarded  the  prizes  as  follows :  Messrs.  J.  Haslam,  W. 
Birchall,  J.  Preston,  W.  Crookes,  and  L.  Dobson.  The 
Clifton  Arms  Angling  Society,  Clifton,  Pendlebury,  are 
due  to-day  at  Astley,  in  the  Bridgewater  Canal,  to 
negotiate  the  opening  match,  which  is  confined  to  novices. 
The  Barton  Socials  opened  the  season  with  a  match 
in  their  own  waters,  near  home,  on  Saturday  last, 
and  as  the  waters  contained  a  lot  of  young  trout, 
300  of  which  were  in  a  feeding  humour,  they  found  no 
difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  gold  medal  offered  as  the 
prize,  which  was  won  by  W.  H.  Wood  with  thirty-one  fish. 
The  7000  yearling  trout  which  have  been  turned  into  the 
Wyre  will  be  sure  to  benefit  the  fishing  in  this  river,  which 
for  some  time  has  been  a  little  disappointing.  Just  at 
present  the  fishing  is  confined  to  the  evening,  and  catches 
are  rather  small.  Much  the  same  is  reported  of  the 
Ribble.  It  is  somewhat  freshened,  and  a  fair  number  of 
rods  oat,  but  evening  is  the  only  time  for  a  few  fish. 
Baskets  on  the  Lune  at  Clapham  and  Bentham  have  been 
fair,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  Tunstall  and  Hornby 
districts.  The  clear  water  in  the  Wenning  shows  plenty 
of  big  trout.  The  Liverpool  clubs  are  showing  signs  of 
renewed  activity,  amongst  which  are  the  Centrals  with  a 
contest,  the  Nelson  with  arranging  for  a  trip  to  Maghull, 
the  Edgehill  A.S.  with  a  proposed  visit  to  Moels  Water, 
and  the  Bootle  and  Cyprus  Societies  with  similar  items. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Hulme  Crown  Angling  Society  have  decided  to  fiah 
their  match  on  July  1  at  Poynton.  In  order  that  no  fish 
be  lost  competitors  must  all  be  provided  with  a  bait  can  in 
which  to  keep  the  fish  alive  to  be  returned  after  the  weigh- 
in.  Mr.  Driver,  the  general  secretary  of  the  C.P.A.A,, 
has  issued  an  appeal  to  club  secretaries  to  send  in  their 
entries  for  the  challenge  cup  competition  on  July  7  as  early 
as  possible,  so  that  the  arrangements  can  be  completed  at 
an  early  and  convenient  date.  Since  the  last  report  of 
thb  association  the  Dukinfield  Waltonians  have  joined, 
and  notify  their  intention  of  sending  a  team  to  the  cup 
competition.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  have  transferred  their 
match  arranged  for  Drinkwater  Park  to  the  Poynton  Canal 
on  June  30  and  July  1  and  2.  Referees,  Messrs.  Taylor  and 
Latimer.  The  conditions  are  about  the  same  as  last  year. 
The  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  at  their  last  match 
succeeded  in  awarding  the  two  prizes  to  Messrs.  L.  King 
and  B.  Birtles.  The  hon.  secretary  was  out  of  the 
running,  but  was  indefatigable  in  his  attention  to  the  lady 
competitors  and  visitors.  The  Good  Intent  Angling 
Society,  Manchester,  visited  Middlewood  on  June  16,  and 
fished  a  match  to  open  the  season,  twenty-four  members 
competing,  and  everyone  taking  fish,  and  not  a  bad  start 
either.  The  crizes  were  awarded  as  follows  to  Messrs.  W. 
Nightingal,  jvin.,  G.  Gilke,  L.  Peets,  J.  B.  Holt,  W.  Little, 
H.  Harpham,  H.  Harrison,  M.  A.  Taylor,  B.  Gadd,  F. 
Cheetham,  R.  Greaves,  and  R.  Greaves,  jun.  The  Clayton 
Ramblers  fished  a  match  at  Poynton  last  week-end,  and 
awarded  all  their  prizes  as  follows  :  Messrs.  H.  Pownall, 
J.  Fairolough,  R.  Fisher,  W.  Ambery,  S.  Gregory,  J. 
Fairclough,  B.  Connor,  H.  Fairclongh,  K.  Fairclough,  W. 
Pownall,  A.  Watson,  A.  Fairclough,  J.  Myers,  and  J. 
Poyser. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
Some  very  good  catches  of  roach  have  been  obto>ined  at 
various  places  on  the  Wensum,  chiefly  in  the  vicinity  of 
Attlebridge  and  Drayton.  The  catches  have  been  from 
201b.  to  501b.  to  a  rod  in  a  day.  On  the  Yare,  at  Bucken- 
ham,  the  bream  are  now  feeding  well,  and  bags  of  these 
fish  have  been  obtained  up  to  561b.  The  waters  of  this 
district  are  in  capital  order,  and  good  sport  may  now  be 
anticipated,  particularly  if  the  present  warm  weather 
continues.  A  very  large  sea  lamprey  was  caught  in  an  eel 
net  at  Hoveton  a  few  days  ago.  It  was  34iin.  long,  and 
weighed  31b.  6oz,  These  fish  are  not  very  often  caught 
in  this  district,  although  they  come  up  to_  spawn  in  our 
rivers  in  amall  quantities.  The  fish  mentioned  created 
some  amount  of  interest  to  passers  by  when  it  was 
exhibited  in  the  window  of  Mr.  Budd's  tackle  shop.  A 
few  fair  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  Upper  Wensum,  at 
Fakenham  and  other  places.  On  _  Monday  evening  an 
angler  caught  twenty-five  fish,  retaining  three  brace  of 
nice  fish  np  to  l^lb.  each. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

A  cloudy  water  was  experienced  on  the  opening  day,  and 
anglers  enjoyed  the  most  sport  amongst  eels,  using  the 
tail  end  of  the  lobworm  on  "  ledgering "  tackle.  After 
Sunday  the  Trent  began  to  improve  in  colour,  and  barbel 
were  killed  on  the  Wilford,  Clitton,  Colwiok,  and  Holme 
Pierrepont  stretches  with  the  caddis  grub,  which  has  no 
equal  as  a  bait  for  early  summer  fishing.  This  year  the 
grubs  seem  exceptionally  scarce,  and  they  are  making  a 
big  price.  At  Shardlow,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Walhs,  Mr.  F.  Baker,  and  other  members  of  the  City 
Wellington  Society,  creeled  a  grand  lot  of  chub,  roaoh, 
and  dace  with  gentles,  and  some  large  chub  were  risen  to 
the  fly.  On  Wednesday,  using  gentles.  Mr.  W.  Stevens 
excelled  on  the  same  preserves.  Mr.  T.  Wood  has  been  to 
the  fore  at  King's  Mills,  and  encouraging  reports  have 
come  from  Sawley  and  Barton.  The  bed  of  the  river  is 
more  free  from  weed  than  for  some  seasons  past,  and 
prospecta  are  extremely  bright.  Trout  and  eels  have 
been  taken  on  the  Greet  above  Rolleston  Mill. 
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FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  openiog  of  the  coarse  fishing  season,  which  is  of 
paramount  importance  to  oar  anglers,  has  been  fairly 
satisfactory,  and  many  of  the  anglers  who  have  been  out 
have  been  well  repaid,  whilst  the  prospects  are  extremely 
good.  The  best  reports  come  from  the  Boston  district, 
where  the  Mount  Pleasant  drain  is  again  upholding  its 
reputation  for  excellent  fishing.  There  was  not  much  done 
on  the  opening  day,  but  on  the  second  day  fine  sport  was 
met  with.  The  catches  were  principally  bream,  and 
between  the  hours  of  12  and  3  one  angler  alone  accounted  for 
331b.  of  this  fish,  many  running  from  21b.  to  3Jlb.  apiece. 
Very  little  was  done  amongst  the  roach,  those  caught 
being  small  and  in  poor  condition.  In  fact,  roach 
generally  want  some  weeks  yet  to  be  in  condition.  Some 
fair  catches  were  made  at  Hazey,  but  the  fish  ran  small ; 
but  in  the  Witham  the  sport  was  poor,  though  one  angler, 
at  Bardney,  grassed  a  3|lb.  bream.  Brigg  and  Crowle 
have  also  been  somewhat  "  off."  In  a  big  sweepstake  at 
the  former  place  the  best  catch  was  21b.  13^z,,  which 
included  a  bream  of  2Jlb.  The  second  prize  went  to 
lib.  2oz.  At  Crowle  the  highest  catoh  was  21b.  4oz.,  and 
the  second  lib.  3oz.  Bream  were  the  main  catches,  and 
these  fish  again  promise  to  provide  the  major  part  of  the 
angling  this  season.  Trout  fishers  have  also  had  fair 
sport,  and  again  Dam  Flask  stands  prominent,  the  catches 
including  three  grand  fish,  taken  spinning  with  the  minnow. 


their  club  water,  Lower  Teme,  on  Saturday  afternoon 
last,  the  opening  day  for  coarse  fishing.  Not  half  the 
members  put  in  an  appearance,  and  it  was  evident  chub 
fishing  was  to  be  the  order  of  the  day,  fly,  maggot,  and 
lamprey  all  being  tried,  and  after  the  three  hoars'  fishing 
Mr.  J.  Worrall  came  off  winner  with  81b.  ISoz. ;  second, 
Mr.  T.  Williams,  71b.  SJoz. ;  third,  Mr.  A.  E. 
Proberts,  .51b.  12ioz.  Mr.  White  (champion  chub 
fisherman)  did  not  weigh-in,  bnt  on  the  next  day  he 
caught  311b.,  and  on  the  day  following  241b.  4oz.  in 
a  few  hours,  all  in  the  Teme.  There  have  been 
other  good  mixed  baskets — chub,  dace,  and  roach — taken, 
of  from  61b.  to  lOIb.,  but  the  majority  of  the  roach  were 
quite  out  of  condition,  indeed  some  of  them  have  not 
spawned  yet,  and  it  is  a  pity  to  take  them.  The  York 
House  Club  had  a  very  well  attended  meeting  on  Monday 
evening,  Mr.  E.  Tyler  in  the  chair,  the  principal  business 
being  to  arrange  their  first  outing,  which  it  was  decided  to 
have  on  June  24.  The  Good  Intent  Club  also  held  a 
meeting  on  Monday  evening,  and  arranged  their  competi- 
tions for  the  season — one  in  the  Teme,  and  two  in  the 
Severn.  This  club  will  have  a  challenge  cup  to  fish  for 
this  year,  and  a  number  of  prizes.  The  Sabrina  Club  have 
their  first  competition  on  Saturday  next. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


THE  SALISBURY  AVON. 
Dbab  Sir, — I  presume  a  trout  licence  is  required  to 
fish  the  Avon  at  Salisbury.     Can  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  from  whom  1  may  obtain  one,  and  the 
cost  of  same  ?— Yours  fraternally,  A.  W.  C. 

GLASS  MINNOW  TRAPS. 

Dear  Sie, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  yon  or  any  of 
your  readers  can  inform  me  where  glass  minnow  traps  can 
be  bought,  and  the  price. — Yours  truly, 

Derby.    Wm.  Hdtchison. 

THE  GROWTH  OP  SALMON. 

Sib, — In  yonr  last  issue  I  note  a  statement  that  the 
largest  salmon  ever  taken  with  rod  and  line  was  killed  on 
the  Aiira  some  three  years  ago. 

If  not  a  clerical  error,  this  is  an  interesting  example  of 
the  well-known  attribute  which  fish  have  of  continuing  to 
grow  after  death.  In  the  catalogue  which  was  published 
by  the  firm  which  made  the  rod  which  was  held  by  the 
angler  that  killed  the  fish  that  weighed,  &c.,  the  weight  of 
this  fish,  apparently  the  one  referred  to,  is  given  as  C81b. 
It  now  weighs  722lb.  This  increase — 4ilb.  in  three  years 
—shows,  I  think,  distinct  promise. 

Until  now  I  have  been  under  the  impression  that  the 
largest  salmon,  &c.,  was  taken  in  British  Columbia  in 
1896.  He  weighed  701b.  when  he  died,  but  I  have  not 
heard  how  he  has  been  getting  on  lately. 

I  think  that  yon  will  agree  with  me  that,  interesting  as 
the  post-mortem  growth  of  fish  undoubtedly  is,  careful 
record  of  the  mortal  weight  of  phencmenal  specimens 
should  be  carefully  preserved. — I  am,  &o.,  Boxwood. 

[Doubtless  there  is  an  error  somewhere.  Will  Mr. 
Hardy  kindly  put  his  finger  on  the  spot  ? — Ed.] 


FEEDING  TROUT  ON  FISH. 

Deae  Mr.  Mabston, — With  reference  to  your  notes  on 
this  subject,  Mr.  Valentine  Corrie's  letter  in  your  issue 
June  2  giving  his  experience  of  fish-meal  feeding  as  against 
horseflesh  seems  so  conclusive  in  favour  of  the  former  that 
it  leaves  me  little  to  add. 

I  should  like  to  say,  however,  that  even  fish-meal  forms 
only  a  substitute  for  tbe  best  of  foods  for  trout  which  have 
passed  the  yearling  stage,  viz.  :  fresh  sea  fish. 

All  fresh  sea  fish  (except  flatfish,  like  plaice,  and  fatty 
fish,  like  herrings)  make  good  trout  food  when  run  over 
the  chopper,  and  when  they  can  be  bought  regularly  and 
cheaply  enough,  as  we  buy  them  here  (ready  chopped  up  at 
4a.  per  hundredweight  free  on  rail  at  port),  they  form 
the  cleanest,  healthiest,  and  cheapest  food  obtainable. 
They  leave  no  remnants  in  the  ponds,  and  consequently  no 
infection.  If  the  trout,  as  Mr.  Corrie  says,  when  feeding 
on  fish-meal  are  not  so  deep,  all  the  better,  if  by  lack  of 
deepness  is  meant  the  lack  of  the  overfed  appear- 
ance produced  in  horseflesh-fed  fish.  Fish  food,  I 
find,  will  invariably  make  a  well-lengthened,  well-shaped 
fish  with  plenty  of  bone  and  good  markings,  while  horse- 
flesh-fed yearlings  and  two-year-olds  will  never  show  such 
good  markings  nor  such  vigorous  health  as  those  raised  on 
this  natural  food. 

Now  as  to  food  for  fry  and  three-year-olds.  Where  the 
only  natural  fry  food  (small  crustaceans)  is  unobtainable  in 
sufficient  quantities,  I  find  sea  fish  again  a  most  valuable 
substitute.  The  fresh  shrimp  paste  as  used  by  Mr.  Armi- 
stead  is  excellent,  but  nearly  as  difficult  to  get  regularly 
as  a  sufficient  supply  of  crustaceans.  We  therefore  again 
use  the  best  sea  fish  (haddock  by  preference),  skinning  the 
fish  and  cutting  the  best  part  of  the  fillet  out.  This, 
when  run  through  the  finest  plate  of  the  Enterprise  Chopper, 
makes  excellent  food  for  fry,  and  one  readily  obtainable 
even  by  amateurs  at  moderate  cost  at  their  fishmongers. 
For  the  older  fish,  who  will  have  to  build  up  both  pink  flesh 
and  start  their  ovaries,  I  think  Mr.  Corrie  might  do  better 
than  feed  a  mixture  of  horseflesh,  which  by  itself,  as  he 
admits  (and  I  quite  agree  with  him),  ia  sometimes 
responsible  for  disease  of  the  trout  ovaries.  We  feed  the 
older  fish  on  fresh  sea  fish,  and  give  them  a  very  liberal 
allowance  of  fresh  mussels,  though  very  likely  we  pay 
much  dearer  for  the  latter  than  would  be  the  case  in 
England  (6s.  per  bag  delivered).  Formerly  I  used  to 
immerse  the  bags  in  boiling  water,  have  the  mussels 
picked  from  the  shells,  and  thus  fed  to  the  older  fish,  I 
think  thus  treated  they  would  form  one  of  the  cleanest 
and  most  beneficent  of  foods  amateurs  possessing  ponds 
with  larger  trout  in  them  could  give  to  their  fish.  We 
now,  however,  run  the  fresh  mussels  (shells  and  all) 
through  the  chopper,  and  find  the  trout  take  them  quite 
well  that  way  from  August  onwards.  Trout,  to  produce 
the  best  and  pinkest  of  eggs,  ought  to  be  fed  on  this  diet 
only,  or  with  very  little  sea  fish  indeed  mixed  with  it. 
The  substance — the  muscles  along  the  back  of  the  fish  out 
of  which  she  will  draw  the  main  supply  for  the  building 
up  of  the  ova — ought  already  to  be  in  good  condition  by 
August  at  latest.  Any  feeding  of  the  fish  after  this  time 
ought  to  be  very  sparingly  done,  and  certainly  no  horse- 
fleih  given,  which  would  cause  fatty  degeneration  of  the 
ovaries.  The  mussels  will  act  as  a  slight  stimulant,  and  at 
the  same  time  impart  a  deeper  tinge  to  both  fish  and 
eggs. 

Now  as  to  the  dried  substitutes  for  fresh  fish.  I  have 
not  been  so  suocessfol  as  Mr.  Corrie  in  raising  my  fry  on 
fine  fish-meal,  and  I  still  prefer  the  fresh  fish  for  this 
purpose,  or  very  fresh  pig's  liver.  I  find  that  dried  fish- 
meal,  through  its  very  fine  bony  particles,  often  sets  np 
inflammation  of  the  intestines  in  the  very  delicate  fry,  but 
this,  perhaps,  may  be  overcome  by  using  a  particularly 
well-prepared  meal  made  from  the  f.esh  only. 

As  to  dried  fish-meal  for  yearlings  and  adult  fish,  it  is 
very  good  food  indeed  if  correctly  prepared.  Fish-meal 
represents,  in  the  dry  state,  from  51b.  to  111b.  of  fresh 
fish,  and,  if  correctly  made,  can,  therefore,  scarcely  be 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Once  more  coarse  fish  anglers  are  at  liberty  to  seek 
sport,  and,  so  far  as  the  Severn  and  its  tributaries  are 
concerned,  little  valid  excuse  can  be  found  for  empty 
creels.  Mr.  Wilh's  Bund,  the  chairman  of  the  conservators, 
recently  advised  Birmingham  anglers  to  fish  in  the  Severn 
below  Shrewsbury.  The  counsel  is  good,  as  pike,  chub, 
and  roach  are  everywhere  abundant,  perch  and  dace  being 
also  fairly  plentiful.  Above  Shewsbnry  the  district  is 
equally  pleasant,  and  coarse  fish  quite  as  numerous,  but 
convenient  accommodation  is  not  so  easy  to  obtain.  This 
part  of  the  river  is  not,  however,  so  freely  fished  as  the 
reaches  between  Shrewsbury  and  Iron  Bridge.  The 
pleasant  hamlet  of  Uffington  is  one  of  the  best  places  to 
stay  at.  Excellent  quarters  may  be  had  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  the  river,  and  there  being  a  public  towing-path 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream,  many  miles  of  water 
are  accesssible.  Above  the  primitive  ferry  there  are  some 
good  roach  swims  and  perch  holes,  and  at  the  month  of 
Sunderton  brook  heavy  pike  are  frequently  taken.  Fly 
fishers  will  find  the  ford  at  the  bick  of  the  hotel 
one  of  the  best  on  the  river  for  dace,  chub,  and  an 
occasional  trout  or  grayling.  At  the  tail  of  the  ford  the 
water  is  deeper,  and  many  good  grayling  are  usually  to  be 
seen,  but  not  so  easily  captured,  as  the  water  is  not  easUy 
fished  from  the  Shrewsbury  side  owing  to  the  high  sand- 
bank. Wading  on  the  Uffiagton  side,  or  fishing  from  a 
boat,  will  yield  better  sport  at  this  particular  stretch. 
After  a  deep  reach  of  good  pike  and  perch  water,  there  is 
another  ford,  but  a  difficult  one  to  fish,  and,  owing  to 
shelving  rock,  a  dangerous  one  for  wading.  This  ford  is 
spanned  by  the  railway  bridge  at  Belvedere,  and  the  water 
here  holds  good  trout  and  occasionally  a  salmon.  Preston 
Boats  is  not  far  away,  and  there  are  some  famous  chub 
holes  under  the  willows  below  the  boat-house  eel  traps.  ' 
The  river  scenery  here  is  remarkably  pretty,  and  the  | 
locality  is  well  worth  a  visit.  It  is  only  two  or  three 
miles  from  Shrewsbury,  and  is  a  popular  resort  with  local  I 
anglers.  Wading  here  is  essential  if  the  best  water  is  to 
be  fished.  There  are  grayling  on  the  Longner 
side  of  the  river,  though  it  ia  not  often  that  they  ! 
are  captured  or,  indeed,  sought  after.  From  Preston 
Boats  to  Emstrey,  there  is  a  long  stretch  of  , 
deep  water  holding  pike,  perch,  and  roach.  At  Emstrey  | 
there  is  a  ford,  popular  with  trout  fishers,  and  lower  down 
deep  pike  water  runs  until  the  river  adjoins  the  main  road 
to  Atcham.  There  is  no  hotel  at  Atcham,  but  the  village 
is  only  four  miles  from  Shrewsbury.  Some  heavy  pike 
are  often  taken  in  this  neighbourhood,  particularly  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year.  Not  far  from  here,  by  river,  is 
Coned  Lodge,  one  of  the  best  coarse  fishing  places  in  the 
locality.  There  is  an  excellent  hotel,  and  Cressage 
station,  on  the  Severn  Valley  RiUway,  is  near  at  hand. 
Cheap  tickets  are  now  issued  by  ihe  Shrewsbury  Angling 
Association  for  short  periods  or  the  full  season,  and  most 
of  the  fishing  in  the  Severn,  in  Salop,  is  controlled  by  that 
body.  In  the  borough  of  Shrewsbury  the  fishing  is  free 
from  the  corporation  towing-paths ;  and  in  many  places 
riparian  owners  who  do  not  belong  to  the  association  do 
not  prevent  angling.  It  does  not  now  appear  that  the 
board  of  conservators  are  legally  entitled  to  call  upon 
bond,  fide  coarse  fish  anglers  to  take  out  trout  licences  in 
this  district.  If  they  have  such  power,  and  mean  to 
exercise  it,  the  public  should  have  due  notice  of  the  fact. 
Grayling  apparently  come  under  the  category  of  coarse 
fish,  and  are  therefore  entitled  to  no  special  care  by  the 
board  otherwise  than  with  regard  to  the  close  season. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

For  some  days  the  weather  has  been  stormy  with  bright 
sunshine  between,  but  it  has  been  close  and  warm,  the 
wind  often  changing  between  W.  and  S.  There  has  been 
a  good  deal  of  electricity  in  the  air,  and  the  tempest  heavy 
in  places.  Still,  it  has  been  just  the  weather  for  the 
angler.  The  May  Fly  season  is  over,  and  a  short  one  it 
has  been,  and  I  do  not  ever  remember  so  few  fish  being 
taken  with  the  natural  fly ;  neither  have  the  trout  gone 
well  at  the  artificial.  A  lot  of  anglers  have  been  out  on 
the  Teme,  Lugg,  Arrow,  and  private  streamS;  and  some 
capital  baskets  of  tront  taken  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Tomlin- 
•on,  Williams,  Gregg,  T.  Perks,  Thrift,  and  Wingfield. 
Mr.  Perks  had  eight  brace,  and  Mr.  Wingfield  five  and  a 
half  and  sixteen  and  a  half  brace  in  two  days ;  the  bright 
Devon  the  killing  bait,  and  the  fish  ran  from  8oz.  to  lilb. 
The  Worcester  Angling  Club  had  their  first  contest  on 


W.  Harding. — No  licence  is  required  to  fish  the  Thames 
for  coarse  fish.  If  you  want  to  fish  at  Kingston  write  to 
or  call  on  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  Bridge  House,  Kingston- 
on-Thames  (near  the  Bridge),  who  will  give  you  every 
information. 


We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.1 

MORE  SURPRISING  SALMON  STORIES. 
Sie, — It  is  only  to-day  that  I  read  in  the  Fishing 
Oazette  of  April  28  the  article  entitled  "  More  Surprising 
Salmon  Stories,"  and  as  it  seems  to  me  that  a  doubt  is  cast 
on  the  word  of  one  of  my  countrymen,  Mr.  Paudrig  Dhuv 
— one  might  call  it  a  broad  hint,  for  he  is  styled  in  your 
article  "The  greatest  liar  in  the  world" — I  consider 
myself  somewhat  slighted,  and  in  duty  bound  to  protest 
against  an  aspersion  of  the  sort  being  cast  upon  such  a 
truth-loving  community  as  fishermen  in  general,  and 
Paddies  in  particular.  And  as  a  proof  of  what  very  curious 
things  happen  to  fishermen  I  would  ask  you  to  kindly  take 
note  of  the  following  almost  incredible  fact.  To  preclude 
the  possibility  of  doubt  I  give  yon  names  and  full 
particulars. 

At  Moda  Bay  (Ancient  Calcedon),  while  preparing  for 
the  yacht  race  last  summer,  a  particular  friend  of  mine 
who  was  sleeping  on  board  the  Oberon,  owner,  Mr.  H.  B. 
Morton,  was  robbed  of  his  clothes,  watch,  chain,  jack- 
knife,  &c.,  the  same  thieves  visiting  Sir  Wm.  Whittall's 
yacht,  the  Djelan,  and  stealing  a  coil  of  Sin.  cable.  The 
alarm  was  given,  and  the  thieves,  throwing  the  loot 
overboard,  rowed  off  as  fast  as  they  could.  Now  comes 
the  extraordicary  part  of  the  circumstance.  A  few  days 
afterwards  the  writer,  while  fishing  in  the  Marmara, 
caught  a  very  big  salmon  bass  (Labrax  Lupus),  a  fish 
which  abounds  in  these  waters,  and,  Mashallah  ! — excuse 
the  Hiberno-Turkish,  for  our  Sultan  himself  is  Irish,  as 
his  name  "  Paddy  Shah  "  clearly  proves — well,  Mashallah  ! 
on  his  stomach  being  opened  (I  refer  to  the  fish),  what 
should  be  found  but  the  coat,  trousers,  watch,  chain, 
jack-knife,  and  part  of  the  5in.  cable  (I  say  a  part 
only). 

Now,  sir,  I  trust  that  no  room  is  left  for  doubting  the 
veracity  of  this  statement,  and  that  you  will  in  future 
give  more  serious  consideration  to  authentic  fish  yarns, 
and  perhaps  hesitate  a  little  before  dubbing  Paudrig  Dhuv 
"  The  greatest  liar  in  the  world." — I  am  sir,  your  most 
truthful  and  obedient  servant, 

Paudeig  Mac  Na  Mabaugh. 

Constantinople,  June  11, 1900. 

[  We  have  cabled  to  our  correspondent  for  his  photograph 
to  publish.— Ed.  J. 

FISHING  AT  RUDGWICK. 

Deae  Sie, — In  your  number  of  June  2  there  was  an 
enquiry  as  to  fishing  at  Rudgwick.  Two  years  ago  I  had 
a  cottage  there  for  some  time.  The  fishing  is  not  very 
good  in  the  Arun,  as  the  river  is  rather  sluggish,  and  below 
Rudgwick  there  are  many  mill  gates ;  it  is  very  weedy, 
and  great  quantities  of  tree  branches,  &c.,  are  thrown  in, 
BO  that  one  is  apt  often  to  hook  the  "  big  'un."  The  only 
sport  I  had  was  with  some  very  small  but  very  shy  dace 
as  the  season  was  hot  and  dry.  The  river  runs  entirely 
through  private  grounds  and  farms,  but  I  had  no  difficulty 
in  getting  leave.  Better  sport  can  be  had  at  Loxwood, 
which  can  easily  be  reached  on  a  bicycle. 

Near  to  the  station  there  is  a  large  pond,  in  which  are 
some  very  large  and  very  wily  carp — I  know  they  are 
there,  for  I've  seen  them.  I  and  an  acquaintance  tried 
every  lure  that  we  could  think  of  for  a  week,  but  never  a 
one  did  we  bag.  For  the  rest,  if  your  correspondent 
withes  to  get  out  of  the  world  and  to  enjoy  splendid  air 
and  lovely  country,  I  can  do  no  better  than  recommend 
him  to  Rudgwick.  I  may  mention  that  the  resources  of 
the  general  shop  there  are  limited. 

I  am  anxious  for  information  as  to  the  fishing  at  Fnred 
(Flatten  Zee),  St.  Gilgen,  and  the  Grundelzee.  Is  the 
autumn  good  for  the  two  latter  ?  I  should  be  greatly 
obliged  for  anything  any  of  yonr  readers  can  tell  me.— 
Yours  truly,  G.  W.  B. 
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produced  under  268.  per  cwt.,  if  the  cost  of  drying  and 
preparing  is  considered,  as  fresh  fish  is  always  worth  from 
3b.  to  Ss.  per  cwt.  at  port. 

Into  the  manufacture  of  commercial  fish-meals  all  sorts 
of  things  may,  however,  enter.  By-products  of  fish  oil 
manufactures — such  as  desiccated  cod  livers  (after  the  oil 
has  been  partly  extracted),  and  the  desiccated  parts  of 
cods'  heads — are  ground  down  to  fish-meal,  and  sold  at 
prices  starting  from  9a.  per  cwt. 

It  is,  of  course,  no  use  paying  for  these  as  food  and 
expecting  good  results,  bat  even  very  good  class  fish-meals 
are  often  spoiled  in  manufacture  by  too  great  a  heat  being 
applied  to  them,  thus  rendering  part  of  them  horny  and 
indigestible.  Their  manufacturers  claim  that  this  excessive 
heat  (140  to  160  degrees  C.)  will  kill  all  ptomaine  poisons 
in  the  food ;  a  quite  unnecessary  proceeding  if  only 
absolutely  fresh  fish  are  used  in  its  manufacture.  Chemi- 
cal analysis  alone  will  not  reveal  the  defects  of  this  over- 
heating, and  the  following  results  of  actual  digesting  trials 
made  with  one  and  the  same  fish-meal  (correctly  dried 
and  overdried)  will,  therefore,  be  interesting  : 

Percentages  of  Digeatibte  Digested  by  nsh 

Nitrogenous  by  Chemical    under  actual 

(Feeding)  Substance.  Process.  Observation. 

C6*  (normally  prepared)  ...  58"  ...  57° 
66^  (same  meal  overdried)  . .      39=»      ...  36* 

So  that  out  of  the  66  per  cent,  of  feeding  matter  actually 
present  nearly  one-half  (45  per  cent.)  was  rendered 
indigestible  in  the  case  of  the  overdried  stuS  as  per  actual 
test. 

Buyers  ought,  therefore,  not  only  stipulate  for  a 
reasonable  percentage  of  nitrogenous  matter  in  a  fish 
meal  (66  per  cent,  being  a  good  proportion),  but  also 
make  sure  of  the  meal  being  normally  prepared  by 
insisting  that  at  least  00  per  cent,  of  the  nitrogenous 
matter  must  be  actually  digestible.  This  will,  of  course, 
mean  paying  a  good  price  for  a  good  article,  leaving  on 
one  side  the  dark,  unpleasant-smelling  compounds,  which 
generally  contain  fatty  matter,  also  very  undesirable  in 
fee(^ng  fish.  Good  fish-meal  ought  to  be  of  very  light 
colotir  and  pleasant  to  the  smell — smell  and  colour  being 
no  bad  guide  at  all  to  its  digestibility. 

The  meal  ought  not  to  be  fed  dry,  but  scalded  over 
night,  and  mixed  with  about  10  per  cent,  of  (thirds)  wheat 
flour.  It  will  then  form  a  stiff  paste,  easily  fed,  and 
greedily  taken  by  the  fish.  An  addition  of  about  10  per 
cent,  whole  dried  shrimps  (if  obtainable)  will  be  an 
advantage.  S.  Jaffe. 

Sandfort  Trout  Fishery,  Osnabriick,  Hanover. 

[Very  glad  indeed  that  onr  notes  on  the  subject  have 
elicited  these  interesting  letters,  which  clearly  prove  that 
horseflesh  is  abr^ut  the  worst  food  for  trout. — Ed.] 


A  NOTE  FROM  GALWAY— RECORD  BAD  8RA80N 
ON  WESTMEATH  LAKES. 
Sib, — The  May  Fly  season  upon  the  Westmeath  Lakes  has 
been  a  record  bad  one.  But  there  are  compensations  yet 
in  store  for  those  lucky  mortals  who,  like  myself,  can  now 
"  do  "  the  West  of  Ireland.  The  grilse  are  running  up  in 
great  numbers.  It  was  a  marvellous  sight  on  Sunday  to 
see  the  hundreds  of  salmon  in  the  Galway  Bridge  Peol. 
The  stream  was  literally  paved  with  them.  Bnt  the 
wandering  angler  is  no  longer  able  to  obtain  a  day's  fishing 
here,  either  trout  or  salmon.  I  am  coasting  round  from 
Galway  through  the  wild  west— Connemara,  Mayo,  Sligo, 
and  Donegal.— Yours  truly,  0.  W,  Gedney. 

FRESH  WATER  FISHING  NEAR  FOLKESTONE. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  yon  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  let 
me  know  if  there  is  any  fresh  water  fishing  (trout  or 
coarse)  near  or  at  Folkestone,  and  oblige, — Yonrs  faith- 
fully,   Frank  Lincoln. 

A  QUERY  FOR  "  SPECIAL  SCOTCH." 
Dear  Sib, — My  friend  "Cakes  and  Ale,"  who  sends 
me  some  queries  in  last  week's  correspondence  column, 
must  take  my  statement  that  the  early  days  of  June  are 
the  best  for  the  Ugie.  I  might  have  qualified  this  by 
stating  that  I  referred  to  the  condition  of  the  fiah  chiefly, 
but  notes  must  necessarily  be  brief.  The  North  and  South 
Ugies  are  private  waters.  The  advertised  water  is  known 
aimply  as  the  Ugie,  and  extends  from  the  junction  of  the 
two  to  the  sea.  Mr.  Andrew  Murray,  Aberdeen,  had  the 
4-pounder  and  I  had  a  S^lb.,  which  is  not  far  off.  These 
fish  were  killed  to  the  fly.  "  Fish  "  is  a  relative  term, 
and  not  always  synonymous  with  "  salmon."  Am  T.  T., 
but  Kirkhope's  might  tempt  me.  Send  on  a  sample  "  till 
we  see." — Yours,  &o.,  Si'Eciai,  Scotch. 

I'lSHINO  WITHIN  100  MILES  OF  MANCHESTER 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Conld  yon  or  any  of  yonr  correspondents 
give  me  information  as  to  where  I  could  get  comfortable 
and  clean  apartments,  with  sea  or  brown  trout  fishing, 
and  moderate  charges,  during  the  month  of  August, 
within  100  miles  of  Manchester  P— And  oblige,  yours 
truly,    Surgeon. 

FISHING  AT  CONG,  IRELAND. 
Sir, — In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  "  H.  L.  0."  in  your 
last  iwne  it  may  intnrnst  others  as  well  as  "  II.  L.  C." 
whereto  find  comfoilable quarters  as  well  as  excellent  free 
fishing.  I  have  been  fishing,  with  my  wife,  Lough  Mask  and 
Corrib,  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  for  the  past  fortnight, 
and  can  strongly  recommend  the  aocomraodation  and 
tijhing.  I  have  caught  trout  ranging  from  lib.  to  H.^lb., 
Mrs.  King  getting  the  latter;  and  pike  up  to  121b.,  but 
since  I  came  to  fish  here  I  have  teon  larger.  The  hotel 
has  been  got  np  specially  for  Corrib  and  Mask,  being 
convenient  to  both  lakes,  and  in  the  midst  of  unrivalled 
Kconery  second  to  none  in  West  Ireland. — Vonrs  truly, 

Ai.K.x.  Kino. 


BASS  ON  AT  WHITSTABLE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  thought  you  would  like  to  know,  for  the 
benefit  of  your  many  readers,  that  the  bass  are  about  at 
Whitstable.  On  June  17,  while  fishing  with  Walter  Uden 
(boatman),  I  took  Booie  fine  bass,  and  lost  one  of  about 
61b.  through  getting  round  a  pile. — Yours  truly, 

_____  Ernest  Catt. 

FISHING  AT  CLONBUR. 

Sir, — I  notice  yonr  letter  of  June  16  in  the  Fishing 
Oazette.  I  last  week  returned  from  a  ten  days'  fishing 
expedition  on  Lough  Mask,  and  stopped  at  Joyce's  Mount 
Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway. 

This  place  is  about  equi  distant  between  Lough  Corrib 
and'Lough  Mask,  and  the  landlord,  Mr.  J.  A.  Joyce,  who 
is  a  keen  sportsman,  has  boats  on  both  loughs. 

I  had  excellent  sport  on  Lough  Mask,  getting  one  trout. 
Sib. ;  and  one  day  myself  and  friend  got  seven  tront 
weighing  211b.,  between  51b.  and  lib. 

The  best  station  is  to  go  to  Ballinrobe  from  England. 
I  found  trolling  with  the  Devon  and  phantom  minnow  the 
best  bait.  Hotel  charges :  SOs.  per  week ;  boat  and 
two  men,  including  their  lunch  and  beer,  7s.  6d.  per 
day. 

I  was  at  Cong,  but  did  not  fish  from  there ;  but  Mr. 
Joyce  would  give  full  particulars. — Yours  truly,    E.  F. 


THAMES  RE  STOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  yon  kindly  allow  me  to  announce 
through  your  columns  that  Mr.  J.  W.  Ziehnsdorf  has 
generously  sent  another  donation  of  10s.  to  the  Thames 
Re-stocking  Association,  and  that  the  Globe  Angling 
Society  has  just  joined  the  T.R.A.  list  of  subscribers  by 
sending  2s.  6d.  ? 

I  should  be  pleased  to  hear  from  the  hon.  secretaries  of 
other  angling  clubs  who  received  the  T.R.A.  circular, 
whether  they  propose  to  help  forward  the  work  of  re- 
stocking the  Thames.  Also  if  they  are  disposed  to 
appoint  a  delegate  to  serve  on  the  T.R.A.  committee.  I 
may  add  that  the  committee  desire  to  give  the  widest 
publicity  as  to  the  work  of  the  association,  and  are 
prepared  to  enrol  any  delegate  from  an^  angling  club  that 
is  willing  to  help  the  work  of  re-stocking  the  Thames.— 
Yours  truly,     P.  H.  Amphlett,  Hon.  Sec.  {pro  tem.) 


TO  COLOUR  BRASS  REELS  AND  BRASS  FER- 
RULES.—VARNISH  WANTED  FOR  HEADS 
OF  FLIES. 

Sir, — I  would  be  much  obliged  for  information  upon 
the  two  following  points,  in  the  columns  of  the  Oazette  .- — 

1.  What  is  the  composition  of  the  bronzing  Eolution 
applied  to  brass  rod-fittings  and  reels ;  and  U  there  any 
particular  Jiflioulty  in  using  it  ? 

2.  What  is  a  good  formula  for  varnish  to  be  applied  to 
the  heads  of  flies  and  wrapping  of  hooks  ?  It  should  dry 
reasonably  quickly,  and  not  be  too  fluid,  or  it  does  not  form 
a  good  external  coat.  Shellac  varnish  is  good  in  both  these 
respects,  bnt  it  dries  too  brittle. 

Information  upon  these  two  points  will  be  thankfully 
received. — Yours,  &c.,  A.  B.  C. 

[We  published  in  the  Oazette  a  table  of  recipes  for 
bronzing  metals.  Here  is  a  simple  plan,  given  by  Mr. 
Hy.  Wells  in  his  most  useful  book,  "  How  to  Make  Fly 
Rods  and  Fly  Tackle": — "The  following  receipt  I  give 
in  '  rnle-of-thumb '  fashion,  as  it  was  given  to  me.  I 
habitually  use  it  on  my  reels,  have  used  it  on  all  kinds  of 
brass  work  for  years,  and  confidently  recommend  it  as 
excellent.  No  very  extra  finish  of  the  surface  is  required. 
Obtain  from  any  druggist  a  wide-mouthed  glass-stoppered 
bottle,  such  as  chloral  hydrate  oomes  in.  Have  him  put  a 
pound  of  commercial  nitric  acid  in  this,  then  take  it  home, 
drop  into  it  a  ten-cent  piece,  put  it  in  a  warm  place  with 
the  stopper  loose,  and  wait  till  the  silver  is  dissolved. 
This  will  take  some  days.  Or,  if  you  are  on  friendly 
terms  with  the  druggist,  he  can  dieaolve  the  silver  in  a  very 
few  minutes  by  boiling  it  in  a  potion  of  the  acid;  but 
unless  you  are  accustomed  to  chemical  manipulation  do 
not  attempt  this  yourself.  After  the  silver  is  dis- 
solved, add  a  piece  of  capper  wire,  about  the  size  of 
an  ordinary  knitting  needle  and  about  tin.  long. 
This  will  soon  disappear,  and  the  solution  ia 
then  ready  for  use.  Clean  all  oil  from  the  brass 
you  wish  to  colour,  either  with  alcohol,  ammonia,  or 
Drown  soap ;  rinse  well,  and  dry.  Then  secure  it  to  a 
piece  of  copper  wire,  and  the  wire  to  a  poker ;  dip  the 
brass  below  the  surface  of  the  solution;  withdraw  it  at 
once ;  give  a  slight  shake  within  the  bottle  to  avoid 
dripping,  and  heat  in  a  tire  as  quickly  as  possible.  If  you 
have  a  good  alcohol  lamp  or  one  of  those  gas  burners 
which  give  a  flame  of  the  alcohol  character,  either  will  be 
better  than  a  fire.  Watch  the  piece  carefully.  It  will  first 
turn  green,  then  a  black  speck  or  two  will  appear  on  the 
surface.  This  will  speedily  spread,  until  the  whole  surface 
is  a  dull  dead  black.  The  instant  this  change  is  complete 
remove  the  brass  from  the  source  of  heat.  The  change 
takes  place  at  the  temperature  at  which  ordinary  tinman's 
solder  melts,  and  hotter  than  this  no  ferrule  should  ever 
be  heated  after  it  is  soldered  together,  lest  it  anneal  and 
lose  its  stiffness.  Two  courses  are  then  open.  ()ne_  is  to 
cool  at  once  with  water,  and  then  to  scrub  well  with  an 
old  tooth-brush,  holding  the  brass  below  the  surface  till 
clean  ;  the  other,  less  agreeable  but  giving  a  better  result, 
is  to  allow  the  brass  to  cool  naturally,  and  then  to  scrub 
the  surface  clean  in  the  same  manner,  but  dry.  After 
being  thus  scrubbed,  rub  well  with  a  dry  cloth  until  all 
crock  is  removed..  You  will  then  have  deposited  a 
beautiful  soft  dead  surface  of  black  oxide  of  copper  on 
your  brass.  It  has  a  very  attractive  appearance,  wears 
very  well,  and  when  the  sharper  edges  after  two  or  three 
seasons  rub  bright,  you  can,  if  you  wish,  re-blaok  in  the 
same  way  an  indefinite  number  of  times.    'I'ho  whole 


original  expense  will  not  exceed  fifty  cents,  and  the  same 
solution  may  be  used  again  and  again  till  consumed  by 
evaporation  and  the  little  withdrawn  upon  the  surface  of 
the  articles  dipped  therein.  Any  copper-alloy  may  be  thus 
blackened. — Ed  ]   

THE  WEIR  AT  CLIFF  (RIVER  ERNE). 
Sir, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  by  what  authority  the 
Fishery  Company  have  erected  the  weir  at  Cliff,  upon  the 
river  Erne  ?  Before  venturing  to  trouble  you  with  this 
question  I  made  inquiries  locally,  and  I  was  informed  that 
the  inspectors  of  fisheries  some  few  years  ago  authorised 
the  erection  of  this  weir  for  the  express  purpose  of  taking 
gravid  fish  in  the  close  season  and  obtaining  ova  and  milt 
for  a  hatchery.  1  was  also  informed,  but  I  do  not  vouch 
for  the  truth  of  the  statement,  that  this  weir  is  used  for 
capturing  clean  salmon  for  the  market.  Now,  if  this 
statement  be  false  it  can  be  denied  in  the  columns  of  your 
paper,  and  the  aotion  of  the  company  vindicated.  I  will 
plaee  no  credence  in  the  statement  until  it  be  proved  on 
oath  before  the  inspectors  of  fisheries.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  ascertain  the  la  w  regulating  the  erection  of  weirs  in  inland 
and  non-tidal  waters,  and  I  find  that  the  1st  section 
of  13  and  14  Vict.  chap.  88,  enacts  that  the  _  words 
"  fixed  net  "  or  "  fixed  engine  "  shall  extend  to  and  include 
"  weirs  " — also  "  all  other  engines  and  devices  used  for  the 
like  purposes  of  whatsoever  construction  or  materials,  the 
same  may  be  or  however  known  or  styled."  My  attention 
was  next  directed  to  the  14th  section  of  26  and  27  Vict, 
chap.  114  (which  must  be  read  with  the  former 
Act  and  both  construed  as  if  they  formed  only  one 
Act),  which  enacts  that  no  "  fixed  net  "  (or  weir)  that  was 
not  legally  erected  for  citching  salmon  or  trout  during 
the  open  season  of  1862  shall  be  placed  or  used  for  catching 
salmon  or  trout  in  any  inland  or  tidal  waters,  and  that  any 
net  (or  weir)  placed  or  used  in  contravention  of  this 
section  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  common  nuisance,  and  may 
be  taken  possession  of  or  destroyed,  and  any  net  (or  weir) 
so  placed  or  used  and  any  salmon  taken  by  such  net  (or 
weir)  shall  be  forfeited,  and  in  addition  thereto  the  owner 
of  a  net  (or  weir)  placed  or  used  in  contravention  of  this 
section  shall  for  each  day  of  so  placing  or  using  the  same 
incur  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  £5  and  not  exceeding 
£20.  The  8th  section  of  the  same  Act  provides  that 
"  if  any  person  has  unlawfully  erected  or  kept 
up,  or  shall  unlawfully  erect  or  keep  _  up  any 
fishing  weir  upon  any  river  and  a  notice  shall 
be  served  in  writing  upon  the  proprietor  or  occupier  of 
such  weir,  or  his  known  agent,  by  the  owner  or  occupier 
of  any  grounds  on  the  banks  of  snob  river,  on  which  such 
weir  has  been  or  shall  be  erected,  requiring  him  to 
prostrate  or  open  the  same  within  thirty  days  from  the 
service  of  such  notice,  if  such  proprietor  or  occupier  of 
such  weir  shall  not,  within  that  time,  abate  or  prostrate 
the  same  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  together 
with  costs  of  suit  to  be  recovered  by  aotion  of  debt  in  any 
of  Her  Majesty's  Courts  of  Record.  One  moiety  thereof  to 
be  to  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and 
the  other  to  the  use  of  the  conservators  of  the  district  in 
which  such  weir  has  been,  or  shall  be,  unlawfully  erected, 
or  kept ;  and  the  said  court  shall  adjudge  such  weir  to  be 
abated  at  the  expense  of  the  defendant  in  such  aotion." 
The  Civil  Bill  Court  has  no  power  to  try  an  action  in 
which  title  to  any  fishery  or  right  of  fishing  comes  in 
question,  see  37  &  38  Vict.  chap.  66,  sect.  1.  The  16th 
section  of  the  32  &  33  Vict,  imposes  a  penalty  of  £20  a  day 
for  fishing  with  a  fixed  engine  without  a  certificate  from 
the  inspectors,  and  on  examining  the  Appendix  E.  to  the 
Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts  I  cannot  find  that  any  certificate 
has  been  granted  for  this  weir.  The  only  certificates 
granted  for  fixed  engines  for  fishing  for  salmon  or  trout 
on  the  Erne  appear  to  be  one  granted  to  Alicia  Shiel, 
dated  Jan.  20,  1866,  for  one  stake  net  land  arm,  210  yards 
flood,  the  Erne  Weir,  and  one  granted  R.  L.  Moore  and 
others,  dated  Feb.  7, 1871,  for  three  fixed  draft  neta,  each 
200  yards  long— the  tide  water  nets  of  the  river  Erne. 
Can  it  be  denied  that  the  salmon  fishery  of  the  Erne  was 
in  a  most  prosperous  condition  previous  to  Feb.  7,  1871, 
and  thit  the  ruin  of  the  fishery  may  be  attributed  to  the 
granting  of  that  certificate  ?  We  shall  see  what  report 
(if  any)  the  Vice- Regal  Commission  will  make  with  respect 
to  this.  I  presume  that  they  are  capable  of  drawing  an 
inference.  I  have  examined  the  Acts  of  Parliament  from 
1842  to  1891,  and  I  confess  I  cannot  see  under  what 
authority  the  weir  is  kept  up,  and  furthermore,  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  company  might  be  held  liable  in  very  heavy 
damages  in  an  action  at  law  at  the  suit  of  any  proprietor 
of  lands  in  the  upper  waters  for  injury  done  to  his  fisheries 
by  the  preventing  of  either  clean  or  gravid  fish  from 
ascending  the  river.  The  upper  proprietor  has  a  right  to 
have  gravid  fish  on  his  land,  even  though  the  law  does  not 
permit  him  to  kill  them  in  the  close  season.— Yours 
truly,  ^^^^^^^^^^  NiMROD. 

NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  66, 
Ohanoery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

2085.  A.  S.  Ludt,  Copenhagen,  Denmark.  "  For 
transporting  purposes."  The  apparatus  may 
be  fitted  in  railway  and  other  vehicles,  ships 
holds,  &o. ,  or  the  apparatus  may  be  tixed  for 
use  in  shops.  "The  fisn  are  placed  in  a  shallow 
tank,  from  which  the  water  is  drawn  through 
a  filter  by  a  pump,  which  then  passes  it  back 
again  to  the  tank  through  an  aorater.  Any 
desired  temperature  may  also  be  obtained  by 
oiroulatiag  tlie  water  through  hot  or  cold  coils. 
The  aorater  consists  of  a  mixing-vessel,  to  which 
air  is  admitted  by  a  pipe  and  small  tubes,  and 
water  by  the  pipe  and  openings. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOBPOBATED 

ANGLING    AND    CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  30th,  1900. 

THE  TIMES  "HISTORY  OF  THE 
WAR  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  1899- 
1900." 

Mbsses.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and 
Company  have  been  entrusted  by  the  Timea  with 
the  pnblication  of  the  Times  "History  of  the 
War  in  South  Africa." 

This  history,  which  has  been  in  course  of 
preparation  for  some  months,  will  be  the  joint 
production  of  several  of  the  special  correspon- 
dents of  the  Times  in  South  Africa  and  of  many 
eminent  specialists,  the  whole  edited  by  Mr.  L.  S. 
Amery,  Fellow  of  All  Souls',  Oxford. 

While,  therefore,  it  will  possess  all  the  advan- 
tages of  containing  the  reports  of  eye-witnesses 
of  the  events  which  it  narrates,  it  will  be  no  mere 
compilation  of  the  hurried  and  sometimes  un- 
avoidably inaccurate  judgments  of  the  news- 
paper correspondent,  but  wiU  be  a  consecutive 
history  written  from  the  standpoint  of  an 
impartial  historian,  and  an  adequate  and  lasting 
memorial  of  a  war,  the  moat  important  in  which 
the  British  Empire  has  been  engaged  since  the 
battle  of  Waterloo,  fought  eighty-five  years  ago. 


This  important  work  is  expected  to  form  five 
royal  8vo.  volumes,  each  of  about  300  pages ;  the 
size  of  paper  and  type  will  be  the  same  and  the 
binding  will  be  similar  to  those  of  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell's  "Life  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington." 
Th6  paper  will  be  specially  light  for  handling,  and 
the  type  entirely  new. 

The  work  will  be  fully  illustrated  with  photo- 
gravure and  other  portraits  of  military  and  civil 
characters  connected  with  the  war ;  also  with  the 
latest  maps  and  battle  plans,  and  a  specially 
prepared  general  map  of  South  Africa. 

It  is  intended  that  the  work  shall  be  published 
as  early  in  the  autumn  as  the  circumstances  of 
the  war  will  allow.  The  price  on  publication  will 
be  not  less  than  12s.  6d.  net  per  volume,  but  sub- 
scribers before  publication  will  be  allowed  to 
order  the  five  volumes  at  £2  12s.  6d. 


IN  PURSUIT  OF  THE  MAY  FLY. 


By  the  Amateur  Angler. 
A  MILE  away  from  our  river  a  wise  old  gander, 
surrounded  by  half-a-dozen  members  of  his 
family,  was  taking  his  afternoon  snooze  by  the 
side  of  a  pond  in  a  farmyard.  "  Quang-quang," 
says  he,  sleepily ;  "  quang-quang-quang,"  say  the 
geese,  drowsily,  waking  up.  This  means,  trans- 
lated into  the  language  of  the  bipeds  that  don't 
wear  feathers,  "  Time's  up ;  let  us  be  moving." 
Master  Gander  stood  up,  lazily  swung  his  great 
wings,  and  waddled  o£E  towards  the  bank.  There 
he  saw  a  strange  insect  which  at  once  brought  to 
his  mind  the  joys  of  days  gone  by.  He  seized 
the  insect.  "  Hey-ho  !  "  says  he,  "  quang-quang- 
quango,  hurrah !  The  MAY  FLY  IS  UP.  Off 
we  go ! " 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  Master  Gander  and 
his  flock  were  going  to  waddle  a  mile  on  their 
tender  webbed  feet  along  the  hard  turnpike  road 
to  the  river ;  not  they.  Geese  in  these  parts  are 
as  big  as  swans  in  other  parts.  Master  Gander 
spreads  abroad  his  great  wings — 6ft.  from'  tip  to 
tip — and  his  fat  wives  do  the  same,  and  off  they 
go,  like  a  rushing  mighty  wind,  filling  the  air 
with  clanging  and  clamour,  over  the  houses,  over 
the  trees,  over  the  church,  away  up  over  the 
steeple,  till  down  they  come  with  one  great  swoop 
on  to  the  middle  of  the  river,  causing  a  com- 
motion compared  with  which  a  penny  steamer  at 
full  speed  suddenly  blown  up  in  the  middle  of 
the  Thames  would  have  been  as  nothing. 

I  started  in  pursuit  of  the  May  Fly  on  June  1, 
but  I  was  too  sanguine.  For  two  or  three  days  my 
waiting  and  watching,  clad  in  wintry  apparel,  was 
all  in  vain;  a  biting  north-easterly  gale  was 
blowing ;  occasional  scudding  sleet  came  driving 
up  the  river ;  what  May  Fly  in  his  senses  would 
think  of  leaving  his  warm  bed  down  in  the  mud 
to  come  up  and  flutter  away  his  brief  life  in  such 
wintry  weather  as  this  ?  It  was  not  to  be 
expected ;  but  I  was  there,  I  had  travelled  150 
miles  with  no  other  object  than  to  discover  the 
May  Fly,  and  so  I  waited,  and  watched,  and 
wandered  by  that  bleak  river  side,  till  at  last  my 
Job-like  patience  seemed  as  if  it  was  go'ing  to  be 
rewarded. 

I  saw  a  solitary  May  Fly  fluttering  on  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  presently  a  trout, 
wondering  what  the  insect  was,  came  up ;  there 
was  a  flop,  the  water  moved  round  and  round  in 
widening  circles,  and  the  misguided  insect  was  no 
longer  to  be  seen.  Now  was  the  time  for  me  to 
place  my  G.O.M.  on  the  outer  rim  of  that  magic 
circle  and  let  him  float  gently  down  over  the 
centre  of  it,  when  lo,  the  deluge  !  It  was  at  that 
identical,  that  critical  moment,  I  am  certain  my 
trout,  stimulated  by  the  delicious  morsel  he  had 
just  swallowed,  was  coming  at  me,  when  swish ! 
down  comes  that  mighty  avalanche  of  geese  right 
above  my  G.O.M.,  shrieking  and  screaming, 
splashing,  and  dashing,  and  crashing,  just  as 
"  the  waters  come  down  at  Lodore  ! " 

My  first  impulse  was  to  curse  those  geese ;  here 
was  my  first,  my  only  chance  for  days  ;  my  first 
May  Fly  swallowed  by  my  first  trout ;  my  first 
trout  lost ;  my  G.O.M.  in  jeopardy  by  those 
accursed  geese.  How  rejoiced  I  should  have  been 
if  that  villainous  old  gander  had  spied  my  G.O.M. 
and  that  he  had  it  firmly  fixed  in  his  gullet. 

But  no,  on  reflection  I  bethought  me,  why 
should  I  curse  those  geese  ?  They  had  done  no 
harm  to  me,  or  very  little  after  all.  I  began  to 
feel  amused,  rather  than  angered.     Greese  are 


very  curious  animals ;  they  have  a  clear  and 
distinct  vocabulary  of  their  own,  and  they  talk  to 
each  other  incessantly ;  they  are  gregarious  ;  they 
are  sociable ;  they  are  pugnacious ;  and  they 
taught  the  gods  to  hiss.  Not  for  themselves 
do  they  feed  themselves  fat  on  May  Fly  and 
other  insects,  to  say  nothing  of  the  farmyard 
stuff  they  consume ;  and  pray  tell  me,  when 
they  are  fat,  and  have .  made  themselves 
ready  for  the  cook  and  the  spit,  what  more 
delicious  than  a  fine  Michaelmas  goose  ?  Was 
not  Queen  Elizabeth  on  her  way  to  Tilbury 
entertained  with  roast  goose  ?  It  was  after  par- 
taking of  a  hearty  dinner  of  goose  that  she  gave 
the  toast,  "  Destruction  to  the  Spanish  Armada." 
Thereupon  immediately  came  the  news  of  the 
total  destruction  of  that  fleet.  "Henceforth," 
said  the  Queen,  "  shall  a  goose  commemorate 
that  great  victory." 

The  goose  is  a  classic  bird.  The  royal  game  of 
goose  belongs,  so  far  as  I  know,  to  remote 
antiquity.  Everyone  knows  that  the  Capitol  of 
Rome  was  saved  by  the  cackling  of  the  wise  and 
sacred  geese.  Geese  and  goslings,  ducks  and 
ducklings,  swarm  on  this  river.  There  is  no 
getting  away  from  them.  A  pleasant  thing  it  is 
to  see  a  flock  of  geese  come  sailing  down-stream 
on  to  a  favourite  quiet  stretch  just  as  you  are 
casting  over  a  rising  trout.  "  Shoo-lag,"  you 
shout.  They  hate  that  word.  It  means  to  them 
something  quite  opprobrious,  and  they  launch  out 
at  you  such  a  volley  of  abuse  as  would  turn  your 
hair  grey  if  you  understood  their  language ;  but 
down  they  come.  Nothing  will  stop  them  but  a 
lump  of  mud.  This  makes  them  turn  round  and 
saU  up  the  water  which  they  had  already  disturbed 
for  half  a  mile.  To  fish  after  them  would  be 
folly,  for,  to  say  nothing  of  the  commotion  they 
make  in  the  water,  they  clear  it  of  every  insect, 
and  leave  nothing  for  a  fish  to  rise  at. 

By  a  short  cut  we  get  above  them,  and  by 
shoo-lagging  and  pelting  we  succeed,  after  much 
cackling  and  abuse,  in  turning  their  heads  down- 
stream. Then  for  a  few  minutes  we  get  a  bit  of 
quiet  fishing,  and  a  brace  of  nice  trout  come  into 
our  creel. 

No  sooner  have  we  got  rid  of  the  geese  than 
we  are  haunted  by  hundreds  of  ducks  and 
ducklings.  You  make  a  nice  cast  over  a  rising 
trout  and  out  from  under  the  bushes  darts  a 
week  old  duckling — one  of  a  score  or  two — and 
the  others  scurry  after  him,  and  make  a  dash  at 
your  "  barbed  betrayer."  You  must  quickly 
remove  your  insect  or  hook  the  little  innocent, 
and  so  it  goes  on.  This  is  one  only  of  the  minor 
incidents  that  help  to  mar  your  sport  on  this 
pleasant  river. 

Now  I  may  pause  to  teU  you  that  by  good  luck 
I  have  found  a  very  remarkable  boy — a  born 
angler,  and  no  mistake.  Born  he  was  on  the 
margin  of  this  river ;  he  is  twelve  years  old.  I 
will  call  him  Izaac,  but  that  is  not  his  real 
name.  "  Ever  since  I  can  remember,"  says  he, 
"  I  have  loved  this  river.  I  began  to  fish  in  it,  I 
think,  as  soon  as  I  could  walk,"  and  now  at  the 
mature  age  he  has  reached  he  is  an  expert  angler. 
His  favourite  method  is  to  fish  with  the  minnow, 
but  he  knows  how  to  cast  a  fly  with  graceful 
precision.  After  toiling  fruitlessly  with  me  all 
day  this  young  "  Iz.  W."  will  go  out  of  an  evening 
and,  somehow  or  other,  bring  home  a  brace  of 
trout  for  certain.  My  pleasure  in  catching  a  trout 
is  ten  times  enhanced  by  his  shouts  of  enjoyment 
as  he  deftly  places  the  net  under  him.  "Now, 
sir,"  cries  he,  "  we  are  going  to  have  some  sport !  " 
He  knows  all  the  flies  in  my  book  much  better 
than  I ;  he  can  tie  my  flies  much  more  quickly 
than  I  can.  He  climbs  trees  up  to  most  dangerous 
places  like  a  squirrel  or  a  monkey,  and  brings 
down  my  hung-up  fly  in  no  time.  If  he  cannot 
reach  the  branch  overhanging  a  deep  hole  he 
whips  out  a  knife  and  off  comes  the  branch  in  a 
jiffy.  He  knows  all  the  birds  on  the  river,  their 
names  and  their  nests.  He  showed  me  a  king- 
fisher's nest  in  a  hole  in  the  bank ;  he  found 
a  water  ouzel's  nest  with  four  eggs  in  it; 
that  was  when  I  was  down  here  some  weeks  ago, 
now  the  old  birds  are  busy  feeding  the  young 
ones.  One  day  he  drew  my  attention  to  a  moor- 
hen's nest  built  on  a  pile  of  segs*  in  a  little  island 
amidstream;  there  were  five  eggs  in  it,  and 
another  nest  close  by  with  two  eggs. 

The  next  day  he  cried,  "  They  boys  have  bin 


*  Seg  ii  a  local  term  for  sedge. — A.  A. 
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here,  sir ;  all  them  eggs  is  gone ! "  He  is  very 
well  educated,  and  is  fond  of  rolling  out  fine 
words  sometimes,  but  he  prefers  the  vernacular. 
There  are  several  pairs  of  sandpipers  on  our 
stretch  of  the  river,  and  he  knows  of  one  nest 
with  four  eggs  in  it ;  he  says  it  is  funny  to  see 
the  antics  of  the  old  ones,  crying  "  wheet,  wheet," 
and  trying  to  draw  him  ofE  from  the  nest. 

I  lost  him  one  day  when  I  sadly  wanted  him. 
At  a  point  where  the  river  flows  under  the  railway 
arches  a  trout  was  rising  on  the  far  side  of  the 
stream  close  up  against  a  stone  wall,  and  just 
behind  a  tuft  of  segs  a  foot  high — a  most  difficult 
place  for  a  long  cast,  for  I  had  an  alder  above  me, 
an  apple  tree  behind  me,  and  the  railway  and 
signal  wire  close  against  and  above  me ;  but  I 
wanted  that  trout.  I  made  several  ineffectual 
casts ;  at  last  I  got  my  G.O.M.  neatly  over  that 
tuft  of  segs,  I  hooked  him,  and  now  comes  the 
tog-of -war.  How  surprised  he  was ;  how  he  leaped 
out  of  the  water,  dashed  under  the  railway  arch, 
upstream  into  a  bank  of  weeds,  down  again,  and 
at  last  got  fixed  in  some  debris  of  sticks  round  the 
buttress  of  the  arch,  and  there  for  a  long  time  he 
kept  my  rod  bent  double,  for  I  dared  not  give 
him  any  play,  the  stream  under  the  arch  being 
strong.  At  last  he  comes  out,  and  to  my  surprise 
he  came  gently  into  the  net  without  any  further 
display  of  the  vigour  with  which  he  started. 
Happily,  it  chanced  that  though  Master  Izaac 
was  absent  the  Professor  was  there,  looking  on 
and  giving  me,  as  he  always  does,  the  most 
friendly  advice. 

"  Mind  your  rod,"  cries  he,  "  he'll  break  it." 
"  Give  him  a  little  play !  hold  on ;  don't  let  him 
get  under  the  arch ;  keep  him  out  of  the  weeds ; 
here  he  comes  1 "  He  landed  him  nicely  for  me, 
and  then  we  found  out  why  he  came  in  so  tamely 
at  last.  He  had  managed  to  wind  the  gut  two  or 
three  times  round  his  body,  and  was,  in  fact, 
bound  "  hand  and  foot." 

I  was  rather  proud  of  that  trout,  for  1  had 
caught  him,  considering  the  situation,  rather 
skilfully.  By  this  success  I  was  emboldened  to 
try  a  still  more  difficult  task,  standing  exactly  on 
the  same  spot.  A  trout  was  rising  higher  up  and 
more  towards  the  middle  of  the  stream,  but  close 
under  a  smaJl  island  of  weeds.  The  Professor 
said  it  was  sheer  folly  to  make  the  attempt,  and 
he  was  quite  right.  My  first  cast  fixed  my  fly 
high  up  in  a  branch  of  the  overhanging  alder. 
Sometimes  a  shai^  tug  will  dislodge  it  from 
the  tender  young  twigs,  but  not  so  on  this  occasion. 
I  am  a  bit  too  old,  especially  when  encumbered 
with  heavy  wading  boots,  to  scramble  up  trees. 
Not  so  the  Professor;  he  was  determined  that 
collar  should  not  be  lost.  He  is  no  longer  young, 
but  he  is  tough.  How  he  laboured  and  puffed 
and  squeezed  himself  up  that  tree  was  a  sight  to 
see.  He  soon  released  my  collar.  That  con- 
founded trout  kept  on  rising.  I  tried  all  I  could 
to  get  round  the  drooping  branches  of  that  alder 
to  avoid  the  signal  wire  above  me  and  the  trees 
and  bushes  behind  and  in  front  of  me.  I  thought 
I  had  got  my  line  out  in  spite  of  these  obstacles, 
when  a  sudden  gust  from  the  east  drove  my  fly 
up  into  that  alder  and  lodged  it  in  its  old  quarters. 
My  good  Professor  had  scarcely  landed  from  the 
tree  in  a  state  of  physical  collapse.  He  did  not 
use  bad  language,  because  he  never  does.  Up 
he  went  again,  and  down  he  brought  my  fly  once 
more,  but  1  made  no  further  attempt  to  get  over 
that  still  rising  trout.  The  Professor,  who  is  a 
score  of  years  my  junior,  did  not  forget  to  lecture 
me  on  my  juvenile  tolly  in  expecting  to  catch  a 
fish  in  such  an  impossible  place  as  that,  and  I 
was  humbled  and  contrite. 

Notwithstanding  the  prevailing  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  and  the  general  disinclination  of  the 
May  Fly  to  appear  or  the  trout  to  rise,  we  did  not 
fare  so  very  badly.  I  think  I  may  say  that  few 
rising  trout  escaped  us,  and  on  the  whole  we 
were  satisfied  with  the  result  of  our  daily  labours. 
On  Tuesday,  the  fifth  day  of  June,  the  bells  of 
our  loyal  village  rang  out,  and  the  blacksmith's 
anvil,  converted  somehow  into  a  formidable  piece 
of  artillery,  sent  up  roaring  and  booming  blasts 
to  the  evening  sky  —  for  Pretoria  had  fallen ! 
That  day  was  our  red-htler  day,  for  it  marked 
our  greatest  HucoesB  among  the  trout.  TLe 
(ol]owiD)4  Thursday,  on  the  other  hand,  was  a  day 
c'  diBagtor. 

We  drove  down  the  river  tor  three  miles,  to 
lunch  'vith  a  friend  who  had  given  us  a  day's 
fishing  on  his  portion  of  the  rivtr.    The  weather 


was  threatening  in  the  morning,  and  after  lunch 
the  rain  came  down  heavily.  The  river  is  two  or 
three  meadows  from  the  house,  and  we  were 
pressed  to  give  it  up  ;  but  our  host's  good  cheer 
had  inspired  us  with  new  ai-dour.  Scorning  a 
gviide,  over  hedge  and  ditch  I  went,  making,  as  I 
thought,  to  the  nearest  point  for  the  river.  I 
soon  reached  it,  and  began  to  fish.  My  first  cast 
over  a  rising  trout  below  a  foot-bridge  brought  a 
nice  one  to  grass.  It  brought  up  also  a  figure 
from  behind  the  bridge,  and  I  was  sternly  asked 
by  what  right  or  by  whose  authority  I  was  fishing 
there.  I  said  I  was  there  by  the  sanction  of  the 
owner  of  the  water,  and  I  mentioned  his  name. 
"  This  is  not  your  friend's  water,  it  is  mine.  This 
is  the  third  time  within  three  days  that  my 
land  and  my  water  have  been  trespassed 
on,  and  I  will  stand  it  no  longer.  I  must 
request  you  to  give  me  your  name,  and  I  shall 
summons  you  at  once.  I  gave  him  my  name.  I 
humbly  apologised.  I  explained  how  my  mistake 
had  arisen.  I  told  him  that  I  rented  a  mile  of 
the  river  higher  up,  that  I  had  a  clear  run  of  at 
least  three  miles  of  it,  and  he  must  surely  see 
that  I  had  innocently  intruded  on  less  than 
200yds.  of  his,  and  I  offered  him  and  his  friend  a 
day's  fishing  on  my  water  in  exchange  for  the  five 
minutes  I  had  unconsciously  stolen  on  his.  He 
was  mollified  at  last,  and  we  parted  good  friends. 
I  was  glad,  for  I  am  sure  that  none  of  you,  my 
friends,  would  have  been  pleased  to  hear  that  the 
A.A.  had  been  taken  to  quod  for  poaching. 

Then  I  rejoined  the  Professor,  who  had  kept  on 
legitimate  ground,  but  no  more  fishing  had  we. 
It  came  on  to  rain — it  poured — it  was  a  deluge, 
and  we  had  no  shelter.  We  made  straight  tor 
home  through  meadows  of  mowing  grass  two 
miles  in  length,  and  interesting  objects  we  were 
when  we  turned  up  at  the  Old  Inn. 

When  I  was  fishing  two  years  ago  on  the  Wilt- 
shire Avon  with  my  good  old  friend,  J.  G.  Morten, 
now,  alas !  departed,  I  found  him  wearing  a 
peculiar  helmet  of  his  own  invention.  It  goes  by 
the  name  of  Btjrbeekt's  Gabardine  Combina- 
tion Fishing  Helmet  (as  every  reader  of  the 
F.G.  must  know,  for  I  see  it  frequently  men- 
tioned there).  It  has  a  peak  back  and  front  and 
all  round,  and  a  double  rim  in  the  fold 
of  which  one  can  wind  an  extra  collar  and  insert 
a  reserve  of  flies  without  exposui-e.  I  had 
possessed  myself  of  one  of  these  admirable  water- 
proof contrivances,  but  alas !  now  that  I  most 
wanted  it  I  had  left  it  at  home.  My  old  felt  was 
no  match  for  the  storm — my  head  and  neck  were 
well  soaked.  I  had  on  a  waterproof  cape,  which 
was  no  protection  for  my  legs  and  feet.  The 
Professor  was  as  badly  off,  and  the  active  little 
Izaac  was  all  but  drowned.  How  I  longed  for 
that  curious  helmet  and  coveted  that  singular 
mantle  which  I  see  by  your  advertisements  Mr. 
Burberry  calls  the  patent  Slip-on.  I  have 
straightway  ordered  one;  and  never  again  on 
doubtful  days  will  I  go  a-fishing  without  it,  for  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  light  and  long,  and  soft  and  pliant 
as  silk,  and  presents  no  obstacle  to  one's  fishing. 
After  this  soaking  we  dined  happily,  we  slept 
soundly,  and  next  morning  we  were  as  fresh  as 
young  larks.  But  my  May  Fly  fishing  for 
the  year  1900  was  over.  I  had  to  leave  my  good 
old  friend  the  Professor  alone  in  his  glory,  and  I 
rejoice  to  hear  that  after  I  left  he  had  some  real 
sport. 

I  have  headed  this  article  "  In  Pursuit  of  the 
May  Fly."  It  wUl  be  seen  from  what  I  have 
written  that  the  pursuit  has  not  been  grand  in  its 
results.  The  first  days  of  June  did  not  prove  to 
be  such  as  my  eager  fancy  painted  them.  I  had 
looked  for  bright,  genial  days,  occasional  summer 
clouds,  and  gentle  breezes  to  tone  down  the 
brilliance  of  the  water.  I  expected  to  find  May 
flies  and  other  insects  wantonly  and  joyously  in 
swarms  dancing  upwards  and  downwards  in  the 
warm  air,  clustering  on  branches  or  long  grass 
stems,  or  floating  and  fluttering  on  the  water.  I 
had  dreamed  of  big  trout  flopping  up  and  making 
great  circles  where  the  river  runs  deep  and  slow. 
I  had  hoped  to  listen  to  the  music  of  the  birds,  and 
watch  the  brilliant  kingfisher  dart  along  the 
stream.  1  had  pictured  myself  casting  my 
"  counterfeit  presentment  "  daintily  over  these 
rising  fish,  and  bringing  them  to  grass  in 
pleasant  profusion.  Such  things  I  have  known 
m  the  pleasant  days  of  old.  These  dreams, 
and  hopes  and  expectations,  were  not  realised. 
The  beginning  of  June,   1900,  resembled  the 


beginning  of  March.  It  is  true  that  the  birds 
sang  when  the  howling  winds  gave  them  a  chance  ; 
it  is  true  that  the  May  Fly  did  appear 
intermittently;  it  is  true  that  the  trout  rose 
occasionally ;  it  is  true  that  we  caught  a  goodly 
number  of  them ;  but  they  were  caught 
laboriously.  The  joy  and  the  glow  and  the  charm 
of  the  brightest  and  leafiest  and  sweetest  month 
of  the  year  was  not  there.  It  did  not  inspire  us. 
Like  Mark  Tapley,  we  had  to  make  our  own 
cheerfulness. 

Sic  transit  gloria  piscatorium  ! 


"  EPHEMERA'S  "  EDITION  OF  "  THE 
COMPLEAT  ANGLER." 


EXTRACTS  AND  ILLUSTRATIONS 
FROM  IT. 

I  HAVE  taken  the  following  extracts  from  the 
edition  of  Walton's  "  Compleat  Angler,"  edited 
by  "Ephemera  "  fifty  years  ago.  I  wish  I  could 
obtain  portraits  of  "  Ephemera  "  (Edward  Fitz- 
Gibbon)  and  Ronalds.  They  were  both  first-rate 
teachers  and  practitioners  of  angling,  but  it  is  a 
long  time  since  I  met  anyone  who  knew  either  of 
them.  "  Ephemera's  "  illustrations  and  writings 
have  often  been  copied  without  acknowledgment 
by  angling  writers  in  books  and  in  the  papers. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 

"Explanation  of  the  Drawings  op 
Natural  Flies. — Series  A. 

"In  this  plate  the  examiner  will  see  six 
representations,  taken  from  life,  of  insects  used 
in  fly  fishing. 

"No.  1.  The  May  Fly,  or  Green  Drake 
{Ephemera  vulgata),  stands  at  the  head  of  its 
tribe.  The  Ephemerae  are  extremely  numerous, 
of  various  sizes  and  colours,  appearing  particularly 
in  the  summer  and  autumn  months.  Their 
wings  stand  upright,  and  they  have  whisks  or 
tails.  Of  all  flies  these  are  the  most  useful  to 
the  angler.  As  their  name  implies,  they  are  very 
short  lived,  but  fresh  tribes  of  them  replace  those 
which  die  in  a  day. 

"  No.  2.  Is  the  Stone  Fly,  and  the  largest  of  its 
tribe  {Fhryganex).  They  are  considered  spring 
flies,  but  they  are  produced  throughout  the  year. 
Generally  speaking  they  have  flat  wings,  but  that 
is  not  a  specific  characteristic,  because  the  house 
fly  [musca)  and  other  flies  have  flat  wings  also. 
The  flies  of  this  species  proceed  from  water  lai-vae, 
and  in  angling  importance  stand  next  to  the 
Ephemerx. 

"No.  3.  Is  the  March  Brown,  or  large  dun 
Ephemera.  It  is  nearly  as  large  as  the  May  Fly, 
or  Ephemera  vulgata,  and  in  March  and  April  is 
as  great  a  favourite  with  trout  as  the  May  Fly  is 
in  May  or  J une.    Ifis  a  fly  I  esteem  very  highly. 

"  No.  4.  Is  a  representation  of  a  diptera,  or 
two-winged  fly.  These  flies  are  generally  small, 
and  have  two  upright  wings.  In  shape  and  colour 
they  much  resemble  the  Ephemerx,  and  as  baits 
they  are  equally  captivating. 

"  No.  5.  Is  the  Ant  Fly  {Formica).  It  is  a  late 
summer  and  early  autumn  fly.  Its  body  resembles 
that  of  an  ant,  hence  its  name.  It  is  not  a  water- 
born  fly,  but  a  land-bred  one.  Its  wings  are 
transparent  and  feeble,  and  the  slightest  breeze 
wafts  it  on  to  the  surface  of  rivers.  Grayling 
take  it  eagerly,  and  so  do  roach  and  dace. 

"  No.  (J.  Is  a  dark  Palmer,  or  representation  of 
a  dark  caterpillar,  with  light  yellow  circular 
bands  round  the  body.  Walton  properly 
observes,  '  this  is  called  a  pilgrim  or  palmer- 
worm,  for  his  very  wandering  life  and  various 
food.  Not  contenting  himself,  as  othera  do,  with 
any  one  certain  place  for  his  abode,  nor  any 
certain  kind  of  herb  or  flower  for  his  feeding; 
but  will  boldly  and  disorderly  wander  up  and 
down,  and  not  endure  to  be  kept  to  a  diet,  or 
fixed  to  a  particular  place.'  As  caterpillars  are 
of  various  sizes  and  colours,  so  are  their  artificial 
representations.  They  are  good  angling  baits  in 
the  English  rivers,  but  not  so  good  either  in 
Ireland  or  Scotland.  Chub  take  them  with  great 
avidity.  Made  very  large  they  will  catch  large 
Thames  trout,  and  in  the  rivers  of  South  Wales 
they  are  not  bad  baits  for  salmon. 

"  elplanatiok  ok   the   drawing  of 

Artificial  Flies.— Series  B. 
"The  second  plate  shows  six  artificial  representa- 
tions of  the  flies  in  the  first  plate.   The  spectator 
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will  recognise  a  likeness  in  all  of  them,  except  in 
the  second,  the  wings  of  which  are  too  upright. 
In  the  water,  however,  those  wings  will  lie  flat. 
As  artificial  flies  they  are  good  models.  In  the 
Palmer,  No.  6,  there  is  a  slight  defect  near  the 
bend  of  the  hook.  The  fibres  of  the  hackle- 
feather  are  not  there  divided  with  suflELcient 
regularity.  The  Palmer  is  made  just  as  the  fly 
No.  3  on  the  third  plate  is  made,  except  that  there 
is  neither  tail  nor  wings. 

"Explanation  of  the  Drawings  of  Fly 
Making. — Seeibs  C. 

"  We  have  here  diagrams  representing  the 
artificial  fly  in  its  several  stages  of  fabrication. 

"No.  1.  Is  what  is  called  the  hook  'armed,' 
that  is  to  say,  the  hook  and  gut  link  tied  or 
whipped  together,  preparatory  to  putting  on  the 
wings  of  the  fly.  Hook  and  gut  are  whipped 
together  thus  :  You  wax  a  piece  of  fine  tying  silk, 
about  1ft.  or  18in.  in  length  ;  then  take  your  hook 
by  the  bend  between  the  thumb  and  forefinger  of 
your  left  hand ;  make  a  whip  or  two  of  the  waxed 
silk  round  the  bare  shank  of  the  hook  nearly 
opposite  to  the  barb,  and  having  done  so,  place 
your  gut  under  the  shank  up  to  the  whipping, 
which  whipping  or  winding  of  the  silk  you  must 
continue  over  gut  and  shank  of  hook  up  almost 
to  the  end.  Make  a  slip-knot,  and  allow  the  silk 
to  depend.    Now  for  the  wings,  see 

"  No.  2.  The  wings  here  are  partly  set  on.  To 
do  so,  you  must  strip  from  the  wing-feather  of 
some  small  bird,  using  the  longest  fibres,  a  smallish 
bunch.  You  place  them  on  the  back  of  the  shank 
of  the  hook,  near  its  end,  with  their  butts  towards 
the  bend  of  the  hook ;  you  tie  them  down  with 
three  or  four  whips  or  laps  of  the  silk  ;  you  then 
cut  away  the  fibres  of  the  butt,  and  you  wind 
your  silk  down  the  shank  to  the  spot  at  which 
you  began  the  arming,  and  leave  the  silk 
depending. 

"  No.  3.  You  here  see  the  whisks  or  tail  set  on, 
and  the  hackle  feather  tied  by  the  point  and  ready 
to  be  wound  up  to  the  wings.  The  whisks  and 
hackle  feather  are  whipped  on  after  you  have 
finished  the  operations  necessary  for  No.  2,  as 
already  described.  The  back  of  the  feather  must 
be  towards  you.  Tak*  it  by  the  bared  stem,  and 
wind  regularly  up  the  hook  to  the  wings ;  wind  so 
that  the  fibres  will  project  like  those  of  No.  4  or 
No.  5.  When  you  have  wound  the  hackle-feather 
up  the  wingB;  fasten  it  down  by  two  or  three  whips 
of  the  silk  over  it ;  make  a  slip-knot,  cut  away 
the  end  of  the  stem,  leave  the  silk  depend,  and 
then  you  will  have  the  representation  marked — 

"No.  4.  Now  pass  your  silk  between  the 
division  of  the  wings,  round  by  the  butt  of  the 
half- wing  on  the  left  side  of  the  hook,  and  bring 
the  silk  back  again  between  the  division,  and 
round  by  the  butt  of  the  half -wing  next  to  you. 
Force  the  wings  down,  forwards  towards  the  bend 
of  the  hook,  and  tie  them  down  behind  the 
shoulder,  at  which  spot  you  must  form  the  head 
of  the  fly,  by  three  or  four  laps  of  the  silk,  and  a 
couple  of  slip-knots,  and  then  you  will  have 
diagram 

"No.  5.  In  which  you  have  only  to  cut  away 
the  silk,  and  put  a  di'op  of  varnish  on  the  cutting, 
to  prevent  the  slip-knot  from  coming  undone. 

No.  6.  Represents  the  hackle  put  on  differently 
from  the  way  shown  at  No.  3.  The  fibres  seen  in 
this  diagram  No.  6,  round  the  shank  of  the  hook, 
between  the  tail  and  the  wings,  are  a  body  of 
dubbing,  of  mohair  or  fur,  which  has  been  twisted 
round  the  silk  after  the  tail  has  been  fastened  on, 
and  wound  up  to  the  wings  ;  a  slip-knot  was  then 
made,  and  superfluous  dubbing  taken  away.  The 
hackle-feather  was  then  attached  as  you  see,  and 
wound  round  two,  three,  or  four  times  at  the 
wing ;  the  stem  of  the  hackle  was  then  cut  away, 
after  having  been  tied  down,  and  the  wings 
arranged  as  directed  at  No.  4,  as  well  as  the  head. 
When  it  is  necessary  to  rib  the  body  of  the  fly 
with  gold  or  silver,  twist  or  tinsel,  tie  it  on 
immediately  before  your  hackle,  near  the  thick 
end  of  the  tail,  and  then  outside  the  tinsel  tie 
your  hackle ;  wind  your  tinsel  regularly,  for 
ribbing,  up  the  body  of  the  fly  to  the  wings, 
fasten  your  tinsel  down,  and  cut  away  the  end. 
By  its  side  wind  afterwards  your  hackle.  If  no 
hackle  is  used,  but  simply  dubbing  for  body,  spin 
it  on  your  silk  and  wind  round  shank  from  tail  to 
shoulder  of  the  fly.  Lap  tinsel  or  twist  over  it, 
picking  out  dubbing  for  legs,  and  to  «lio"w  the 
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NATURAL    BAITS:    HOW  AND 
WHBEE  TO  FIND  AND  USE  THEM. 
{Continued  Jrom  page  474.) 

Hints  to  Amateue  Sea  Anglers  bt  an 

Old  riSHEEI\LA.N. 

Theee  is  a  shell  fish,  sometimes  called  a 
"  clam,"  which  rather  resembles  the  common 
fresh  water  mussel,  but' differs  from  it  by  having 
one  end  of  the  shells  slightly  open  and  a  thick 
muscular  tube,  called  the  siphon,  protruding  from 
it.  This  fish  {Mya  arenaria)  is  an  excellent  bait. 
It  is  found  on  the  surface,  or  a  few  inches  below, 
in  beaches  where  the  sand  is  mixed  with  stones 
and  gravel.  Cod  and  codling  are  partial  to  it. 
In  Ireland  it  is  called  collogh,  which  is  easy 
enough  to  write,  but,  for  a  Saxon,  by  no  means 
easy  to  pronounce.  The  common  escallop 
(Pecten  maximus)  and  a  smaller  species  (Peden 
opercularis  ?}  can  both  be  used  for  bait,  and  they 
are  rather  attractive  to  the  cod  family.  The 
common  oyster  {Ostrea  edulis)  is  a  splendid  bait, 
freely  taken  by  cod,  conger,  whiting,  gurnard, 
and  pretty  nearly  all  kinds  of  fish.  There  is  no 
necessity  to  use  "  natives "  at  3s.  6d.  a  dozen, 
for  the  common  "  roughs "  sold  on  street  stalls 
at  4d.  or  6d.  are  equally  delicate  to  fishes'  palates, 
and,  being  of  good  size,  each  of  them  can  be  cut 
into  two  baits  or  more. 

As  to  the  univalve  molluscs,  only  two  of  them 
are  of  any  account  as  baits.  The  common  whelk 
(Baccinum  undatum)  will  catch  cod  on  long  Hnes, 
but  it  is  not  much  use  for  rod  fishing,  as  cod 
do  not  seem  to  feed  on  it  by  day.  The  limpet 
(Patella)  is  taken  pretty  freely  by  wrasse,  and 
both  codling  and  flatfish  will  have  it  if  they  can 
get  nothing  better.  Limpets  should  be  beaten  or 
chewed  to  soften  them  before  being  used  as  bait. 
Those  which  are  found  on  the  sides  of  rocks  under 
the  hanging  fringes  of  seaweed  are  fatter  and 
more  succulent  than  those  which  are  adhering  to 
the  exposed  tops  of  the  rocks. 

A  group  of  animals  which  furnish  good  baits 
is  the  Cephalopod  family,  comprising  the  squid, 
the  cuttle,  and  the  octopus.  The  squid,  which  is 
the  sort  that  has  a  transparent  "  pen  "  of  white 
homy  material  inside,  is  often  caught  in  trawls  or 
drift  nets,  and  it  can  be  purchased  from  the 
fishermen  for  two  or  three  pence.  The  cuttle  is 
the  kind  that  carries  inside  it  that  flat  cellular 
white  "bone,"  which  is  given  to  dicky-birds  to 
aid  their  digestion.  The  octopus  is  not  so  often 
caught  in  the  nets  as  the  squid  or  cuttle,  because 
it  is  a  dweller  among  the  rocks,  but  it  may  be 
captured  on  the  reefs  with  a  trap  of  the  following 
kind  :  Take  a  cane  about  18in.  long,  and  hang  a 
substantial  sinker  from  one  end ;  surround  that 
end  with  five  or  six  big  cod  hooks,  lashed  on  with 
the  shanks  upward ;  tie  a  couple  of  pilchards  or  a 
split  connor  to  the  upper  part  of  the  cane,  and 
attach  a  hand-line  to  that  end.  Then  lower  away 
until  the  sinker  bumps  on  the  rock  ;  then  raise  a 
few  inches.  When  you  feel  the  drag  of  the 
octopus,  haul  in  steadily ;  when  the  bait  nears  the 
surface  the  octopus  will  let  go  and  drop  down, 
getting  himself  impaled  on  the  hooks.  Squid  and 
octopus  are  prepared  for  bait  by  skinning  the 
outside  and  cleaning  out  the  inside — a  rather 
dirty  job.  Then  they  may  be  cut  into  strips  for 
use.  If  it  is  wished  to  preserve  the  squid,  it  may, 
when  cleaned,  1)6  spread  out  and  hung  up  in  a 
draught.  It  will  dry  into  a  leathery,  yellowish 
flap,  which  will  soften  and  swell  up  again  if  soaked 
for  a  few  hours  in  water.  Squid  and  octopus  are 
good  bait  for  both  cod  and  conger.  For  conger 
fishing  they  should  be  well  beaten  to  soften  them. 
Both  whiting  and  pollack  will  at  times  take  this 
bait  readily. 

There  are  some  excellent  baits  to  be  got  from 
the  Crustacea — the  crab,  lobster,  and  soldier  crab 
family.  All  these  shed  their  hard  coats  at  certain 
intervals,  in  order  to  make  room  for  their  grow- 
ing bodies.  Now  the  crab,  when  the  shell  is  soft, 
is  a  very  killing  bait  for  most  fish,  and  when  in 
this  condition  it  is  one  of  the  few  really  effective 
Ijaits  for  bass.  In  certain  spots,  which  can  only 
bo  found  by  experience,  the  crabs  lie  up  to  shed 
the  bard  ehell  and  await  the  hardening  of  the 
soft  shell  with  which  they  are  already  covered 
under  the  hard  one.  In  this  state  they  are 
generally  half  buried  in  the  sand  or  mud  under 
stones  and  seaweed  ;  and  each  soft  crab  its  usually 
covered  and  claHped  by  a  hard  (;rab  of  the  same 
species.    When  the  hard  shell  is  loose  and  nearly 


ready  to  drop  they  are  called  "  peely "  crabs, 
because  at  that  stage  the  hard  shell  can  be  easily 
lifted  and  peeled  away  with  the  thumb  nail. 
When  you  pick  up  a  shore  crab  and  it  looks  dull 
and  sleepy,  and  does  not  try  at  once  to  nip  you, 
break  off  the  shell  from  the  tip-joint  of  one  leg. 
If  it  is  "  peely  "  this  will  come  off  easily  like  a 
glove  and  leave  the  joint  covered  by  the  soft  new- 
growing  shell  underneath.  Soft  crabs  and 
"  peelies  "  can  be  kept  for  some  time  in  an  old  pot 
or  crock,  sunk  in  the  ground,  with  some  seaweed 
or  damp  sand  in  it.  Soft  crabs,  if  of  email  size, 
may  be  used  whole ;  if  larger,  they  can  be  cut 
across  and  across,  so  as  to  make  four  baits.  For 
bass  and  cod  a  good  big  one  should  be  put  on 
whole. 

The  prawn  and  red  shrimp,  as  well  as  their 
distant  cousin  the  brown  shrimp,  are  all  good 
baits.  When  used  alive  they  will  take  pollack 
and  gurnard,  and  even  when  dead  the  brown 
shrimp  is  a  good  bait  for  flatfish.  In  baiting 
with  the  live  shrimp,  run  the  barb  through  the 
second  joint  from  the  tail.  If  the  shrimp  is  dead 
(in  which  case  it  is  better  boiled  than  raw)  pass 
the  hook  through  the  body  just  behind  the  large 
back-plate,  with  the  shrimp's  head  pointing  from 
the  hook.  A  light  trace  of  single  gut  of  con- 
siderable length,  below  the  lead,  should  be  used 
in  order  that  the  shrimps  may  swim  or  drift  about 
as  freely  as  possible.  Paternostering  with  shrimps 
is  ineffectual. 

The  various  forms  of  fish  bait  are  legion.  The 
youngof  the  lampem,  sometimes  called  "  wriggles  " 
in  Cornwall  (a  name  given  also  to  little  eels  and 
to  sand  launce),  are  much  used  for  poUack  fishing. 
They  are  to  be  found  in  small  rivers,  under  stones 
and  in  little  pools  just  above  the  tide  water,  and 
they  can  be  kept  alive  and  hearty  for  months  in  a 
jar  of  fresh  water  if  it  is  changed  now  and  then. 
For  baiting,  cut  the  head  off  and  open  the  body 
to  the  vent ;  lay  the  shank  of  the  hook  in  the 
interior,  and  lash  on  the  body  with  a  few  turns  of 
thread  or  silk.    As  they  are  very  tough  two  or 
three  of  them  will  last  out  an  afternoon's  fishing 
and  take  a  dozen  of  pollack  apiece.   Small  eels 
may  be  baited  in  the  same  manner,  and  some 
people  think  they  are  rendered  more  attractive  by 
the  addition  of  two  large  white  beads  to  represent 
eyes.    It  is  said  that  small  dabs,  and  even  the 
heads  of  plaice,  are  useful  baits  for  cod  and 
conger,  so  you  may  try  the  experiment  if  you  can 
get  nothing  better.    A  pouting  may  be  used  as 
livebait  by  hooking  through  the  lips  (with  a  large 
hook)  and  allowing  it  to  drift  away  down  tide  on 
a  slack  line  with  little  or  no  lead.   This  you  can 
do  with  one  rod  while  you  are  bottom  fishing 
with  another,  and  if  there  is  a  large  pollack  or 
coalfish  around  you  may  very  likely  get  him. 
Dead  pouting  are  good  bait  for  conger.  One 
large  hook,  and  only  one,  should  be  used,  and  it 
had  better  be  mounted  on  wire  or  gimp,  with  a 
good  length  of  free  snood  below  the  sinker.  The 
members  of  the  herring  family  (Clupeidx)  being 
all  of  a  rich  and  oily  character  are  greedily  taken 
by  the  large  fish  which  follow  the  shoals  in  their 
migration  and  feed  on  the  weak  and  wounded 
members.    The  sprat  is  well  known  to  all  who 
fish  on  the  southern  and  eastern  coasts.    For  cod 
fishing  it  is  well  to  use  the  whole  sprat  less  the 
head;  for  whiting,  some  people  bait  with  the 
whole  slice  of  flesh  from  the  side,  while  others  cut 
diagonally  across  the  fish  through  both  sides, 
thus  making  three  or  four  baits  from  each.  The 
fishermen  recommend  the  former  method.  The 
herring  makes  killing  bait,  but  has  the  disadvan- 
tage of  attracting  all  the  dog  fish  in  the  district. 
A  herring  should  be  well  scraped  to  remove 
the  scales,  as  they  are  extremely  hard,  and  a 
scale  fixed  on  the  point  of  a  hook  deprives  it  of 
almost  all  power  of  penetration.    To  prepare  a 
herring,  scrape  one  side,  then  turn  it  over  and 
scrape  the  other  side;  cut  off  the  head,  split 
open  the  body,  and  remove  viscera  and  backbone ; 
then  lay  the  herring,  skin  upwards,  on  a  board 
and  cut  it  across  into  strips  Jin.  wide,  each  strip 
to  make  two  baits.     Use  the  head,  backbone, 
and  inwards  for  hand-baiting,  to  keep  the  fish  on 
the  feed  near  the  boat.    For  large  fish,  half  or 
even  whole  herrings  may  be  used. 

Pilchards  are  the  staple  of  Cornwall,  and  all 
fish  seem  to  take  them  in  Coinish  waters.  They 
may  be  cut  up  like  herrings,  but  for  pollacK 
fishing  they  are  usually  cut  into  three  baits — the 
belly  slice,  which  is  the  best,  and  the  two  sides. 
Your  fisherman,  if  you  allow  him,  will  collar  the 


belly  slice  for  his  own  line,  so  you  must  com- 
mandeer it  promptly.  When  fishing  for  large 
fish  of  101b.  or  upwards  use  the  whole  pilchard, 
except  the  head,  of  course,  and  if  chad  abound,  as 
unfortunately  they  often  do  on  the  best  marks, 
the  bait  should  be  tied  on  the  hook  with  a  couple 
of  clove  hitches  of  stout  thread.  This  seems  to 
disconcert  the  nibbling  tactics  of  the  little 
bream. 

The  scad,  or  horse  mackerel,  is  not  much  used 
as  a  bait  in  our  British  waters,  but  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  it  is  the  approved  bait  for  "  yellow 
tail "  and  "  Cape  salmon."  In  the  Mediterranean 
it  is  trapped  in  the  branches  of  a  tree  which  is 
sunk  in  the  water,  and  then  used  for  catching 
bonito.  Mackerel  is  a  capital  bait,  and  makes  a 
desirable  trail  for  the  mackerel  itself.  To  make 
this  bait  lay  the  mackerel  on  its  side  and  cut, 
upwards,  a  triangular  slip  an  inch  and  a  half  long 
from  the  side  close  to  the  tail;  lay  this,  skin 
downwards,  on  a  piece  of  cork,  and  pass  the  hook 
through  the  narrow  end.  This  is  called  a  "  lask." 
Conger  are  very  fond  of  a  bit  of  fresh  mackerel. 
A  substantial  piece  should  be  used  and  all  bones 
should  be  removed,  as  conger  prefer  soft  baits. 

The  "  long  nose,"  or  garfish,  is  good  when  cut 
in  strips  for  both  bottom  fishing  and  railing.  It 
has  a  strong  and  peculiar  odour,  and  a  bright 
tough  skin,  rather  greenish  in  colour. 

The  sand-eel,  or,  more  properly,  sand-laiince, 
belongs  to  the  same  family  as  the  garfish,  and  has 
also  a  distinctive  smeU.  Live  sand-eels  are  the 
best  bait  for  bass  and  large  pollack.  The 
approved  method  for  keeping  them  alive  is  to 
trail  a  courge  or  Guernsey  sand-eel  basket  after 
the  boat.  Failing  this,  they  may  be  kept  alive  in 
an  earthenware  crock,  which  should  be  of  large 
dimensions  and  be  covered  over  to  exclude  the 
light.  The  water  in  it  must  be  frequently 
renewed,  and  aerated  from  time  to  time  by  pump- 
ing with  one  of  those  machines  which  seaside 
housewives  call  "  squibs,"  and  use  for  washing  the 
outside  of  their  windows.  Sand-eels  may  be 
caught  in  harbours  by  jiggering  with  a  short  rod, 
the  line  being  furnished  with  a  3oz.  sinker,  with 
some  small  flying  triangles  mounted  above  it.  A 
more  certain  way  is  to  rake  them  out  of  the  riffles 
of  quicksand  to  which  they  repair  at  low  water, 
and  scoop  them  up  with  a  hand-net  as  they  swim 
off  when  disturbed.  Dead  sand-eels,  mounted 
on  two -hook  or  three-hook  tackle  (like  a 
glorified  worm  tackle),  are  good  enough  for 
railing,  but  not  so  good  a  bait  for  the 
drifting  line  as  pilchard,  mackerel,  or  herring. 
In  baiting  with  the  live  sand-eel,  pass  the  hook 
gently  in  at  the  mouth,  then  out  at  the  gill 
opening,  and  slip  the  point,  over  the  barb,  through 
the  skin  of  the  stomach.  The  sand-eel,  if  put  on 
in  this  way,  vriU  swim  for  a  good  while  on  a  drift- 
line.  Whitebait,  which  is  the  young  of  many 
species — the  sprat,  the  weever,  the  sand-smelt,  and, 
perhaps,  the  mythical  "  yawHng  " — may  be  used 
for  most  kinds  of  fish,  and  in  the  season  it  is  (or 
the  sprat  part  of  it)  very  killing  for  flounders. 
Like  all  other  fish-bait,  it  should  be  used  as  fresh 
as  possible. 

The  whole  side  of  a  chad  (the  immature  red 
bream)  is  a  very  fair  bait  for  large  pollack. 

Among  the  many  other  baits  made  from  fish  it 
is  only  necessary  to  mention  skates'  liver,  which 
in  some  parts  (Salcombe,  Devon,  for  instance)  is 
the'  recognised  bait  for  the  big  Channel  bass. 

Hamus. 


FLY-CASTING  CONTESTS  IN 
AMERICA. 


Some  time  ago  I  wrote  to  Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney 
to  ask  why  it  was,  in  the  reports  of  fly-casting 
tournaments  in  Forest  and  Stream,  &c.,  the  length 
of  rod  used  was  never  mentioned,  making  the 
records  valueless  for  comparison  with  contests 
on  this  side  the  Atlantic. 

Mr.  Cheney,  who  was  just  preparing  to  start 
for  some  salmon  fishing  on  the  Restigouche,  very 
kindly  took  the  matter  up,  and  obtained  the 
following  information  from  Mr.  Walter  D. 
Mansfield,  who  is  the  champion  fly  caster  of  the 
world ;  at  least,  I  never  heard  of  any  cast  with  a 
single-handed  fly  rod  under  lift,  and  weighing 
only  lOoz.,  of  133ft.,  or  over  44yds.  It  is  true  this 
was  done  on  a  tank  in  a  large  building,  but  for  all 
that  it  is  an  extraordinary  cast.  I  have  not  seen 
the  split-cane  rod  which  made  it^  but  I  should 


June  30,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


483 


BURBERRYS'  WEATHERPROOFS. 


GABARDINE 
COMBINATIONS  (Patent) 

Proof 


«  RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 
s  HOT  and  COLD  WINDS, 
^  THORNS,  and  FISH-HOOKS. 


It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  advantages 
of  GABARDINE,  its  weatherproof  qualities  are  incon- 
testable; it  will  keep  out  drenching  and  continuous  rain 
without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  being  as 
porous  to  the  exhalations  of  the  body  as  ordinary  cloth, 
so  that  it  may  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest,  wet  or 
fine  weather  with  equal  comfort. 


THE  BUSBEBBY  SUIT. 

Gabardine  or  Rainproof  Tweeds. 
Coat,  63/-  Breeches,  42/- 


The  "  BURBERRY  "  Coat. 

Embodies  all  essentials  for  Freeness  in 
action  and  convenience,  with  a  smart  and 
workmanlike  appearance. 

The  balance  is  perfect,  the  weight 
being  evenly  distributed  between  the 
anatomical  parts  of  a  man  adapted  for 
weight-carrying.  The  shoulders  and  arms 
are  relieved  of  all  strain,  and  expand- 
ing pleats  at  back  and  front  add  inches 
to  the  width  when  "  opening  out "  the 
shoulders. 


The  SLIP-ON 

Is  an  example  of  skill  in  designing  for 
freedom  an  overcoat. 

Can  be  worn  in  roughest  weather,  afiford- 
ing  protection  for  hours  in  continuous 
downpours  of  rain. 

It  is  the  only  overcoat  which  gives 
absolutely  free  play  to  the  arms. 

Protects  the  knees,  when  seated,  like  a 
rug. 

Rolls  into  very  small  compass,  and  is 
very  light  and  convenient  for  carrying. 


THE  SZ.IF-OB'. 

Gabardine  Combine,  63/- 
Rainproof  Coatings,  63/-  &  84/- 


BURBERRYS, 


30,    Haymarket,  LONDON, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 


SCOTT     STREEIT     Manufacturer    of    every    description  of 

'    FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  all  parts 
PERTHb  of  the  World. 


Supepiop  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Gpeenheapt  RODS. 

Dnaurpaased  for  auperiority  of  workmanship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


AY 


The  only  perfect  Casting  Reel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds  of  Coarse 
FlRDing.   Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  casting.  Simple  and  easy  to  learn. 


IVIALLOCH'S 


Patert  FLY   CASE  for  Salmon. 

Grilse,  Sea  I  rout,  and  Eyed  Flies  MAI  I  nPI-l'Q    C^old    Medal    SALMON  and 

of  all  sizes.    Handy  and  compact.    Each  fly  secured  l»lnl_l_UUn  O    TROUT  HEELS,  nnsurpassed 

by  neat  and  effective  arrangement.   Large  assortment  for  durability  and  finish,  easy  and  comfortable  to 

of  sizes  to  choose  from.  work. 

lyiy^^^j^QQI^Ig    Gold      Medal  SALMON 


GRILSE,  and  SEA  TBOUT 
FLIES. 

Gold   Medal    BIVEB  and 
LOCH  FLIES,  Eyed  or  on 
Gut. 

Gold  Medal  FLOATING 
TROUT  FLIES  with  Dp- 
nght  Wings. 


IVIALLOCH'S 


IVIALLOCH'S 


AWARDED      XK2«f      GOI-.D      AND      OTHER  MEDALS 


FOR 


Telegrams : 

EXCELLENCE 


Most  ExtensSvo  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Patterns, 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Rivers  and  Lochs,  all  Neatly  and  Beautifully  Tied. 


'MALLOCH,  PERTH." 

IN"  FISHING 


TACKLE. 

[2J 
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imagine  it  to  be  a  top-heavy  rod  with  Castle 
Connell  action  and  an  nntapered  reel  line.  Mr. 
Mansfield  is,  I  believe,  English  by  birth. 

Letter  from  Me.  Walter  D.  Mansfield, 
THE  Champion  Trout  Fly  Caster. 
*'  Mr.  a.  N.  Cheney, 

"  Glens  Falls,  N.T. 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  response  to  yom-  request  for 
information  as  to  the  weight  and  length  of  rods 
used  in  the  contests  and  tournaments  of  the  San 
Francisco  Fly  Casting  Club,  I  take  pleasure  in 
forwarding  you  herewith  copies  of  the  rules 
governing  said  contests  in  1896,  and  which,  with 
a  few  slight  changes  as  to  the  method  of  judging 
delicacy,  are  practically  the  same  as  the  rules 
now  in  force,  and,  in  so  far  as  they  regulate  the 
distance  event,  are  identical  with  the  rules  of  the 
fly-casting  clubs  of  the  middle  west  and  of  the  east. 

"  You  will  observe  that  the  length  of  rods  is 
limited  to  lift.,  and  while  the  rules  do  not  limit 
the  weight  in  the  distance  event,  the  rods  used  in 
said  event  range  from  OJoz.  to  lO^oz.  in  weight, 
according  to  the  fancy  of  the  caster ;  my  rods  for 
this  event  run  from  i'Joz.  to  lO^oz. ;  the  133ft. 
record  was  made  with  a  lOoz.  rod. 

"  In  the  delicacy  event  the  rod  is  limited  to 
Sjoz.,  and  in  the  accuracy  event  to  8ioz.  The 
rods  are  single-handed,  and  all  casting  is  done 
single-handed  only. 

"  You  might  forward  one  of  the  copies  of  rules 
enclosed  to  your  friend  Mr.  Marston,  with  the 
suggestion  that  the  formation  of  a  club  in  London 
npon  the  same  plan  and  with  the  same  rules  as 
those  in  force  with  us  would  stimulate  the  sport 
both  on  the  other  side  and  here. 

"  An  interchange  of  scores  and  records  thus 
made  under  a  uniform  system  would  certainly  be 
interesting  and  would  have  a  fixed  comparative 
value. — Yours  very  truly, 

"W.  D.  Mansfield. 

"  San  Francisco." 

It  is  twenty  years  since  I  got  up  the  first  fly 
and  bait  casting  tournament  ever  held  in  this 
country,  and  although  I  know  many  fly  fishers 
who  pooh-pooh  fly-casting  tournaments  as  being 
of  no  practical  value,  I  must  say  I  cannot  agree 
with  this  view,  as  I  am  sure  that  much  of  the 
improvement  of  the  last  twenty  years  in  rods, 
reels,  and  lines  is  due  to  these  contests.  In 
practical  angling  it  is  not  as  a  rule  necessary  to 
make  the  longest  possible  cast,  but  the  angler  who 
can  command  a  long  line  will  always  beat  one 
who  cannot.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  believe  that 
the  rods  the  American  fly-casters  make  records 
with  are  specially  built  for  casting,  and  probably 
the  lOoz.  10ft.  or  lift,  casting  rod  would  be  a 
perfect  wrist  breaker  for  a  long  day's  fishing. 
On  that  point  I  should  much  like  to  have  a  line 
from  Mr.  Mansfield,  who  is  an  angler  first  and 
a  record  cast  breaker  after ;  he  is  president  of  the 
San  Francisco  Fly  Casting  Club,  and  I  am  quite 
sure  a  great  many  British  and  Irish  fly  fishers 
will  be  interested  in  the  following  copy  of  the 
rules  of  his  club,  which  has  100  members,  and  I 
hope  we  may  some  day  see  him  in  England — 
where  he  is  sure  of  a  hearty  welcome. 

R.  B.  Marston. 

CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS  OP  THE  SAN 
FKANCISCO  PLY-CASTING  CLUB. 

Article  1. 

Naiiie. — ThiB  association  ehall  be  called  "  The  San 
Francisco  Fly-Caating  Club." 

Article  II. 

Objects. — The  obj»cta  of  thw  clab  shall  be  to  cnltivate 
the  art  of  Rcientifio  angling,  to  assist  in  the  protection  of 
fish  in  Californian  waters,  and  to  promote  social  intercourse 
among  its  members. 

Articlk  III. 

MnmherHhip  Limit. — The  membership  shall  be  limited 
to  10«. 

Articlk  IV. 

OijiccrH. — The  officers  of  the  club  shall  be  a  president,  a 
vice-president,  secretary,  treasurer,  and  an  executive  om- 
mittee  to  consint  of  the  officers  named  and  five  members 
at  large  who  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  regular 
annual  meeting.  A  majority  of  votes  cast  by  the  members 
present  shall  to  necessary  to  a  choice. 

ARTK  LK  V. 

I'reHident. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  to 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  club  and  the  executive  c}m- 
mittea  to  see  the  rules  and  regulations  strictly  enforced, 
to  give  the  casting  vote  whenever  there  is  a  tie,  to  call  a 
special  meeting  on  the  written  request  of  five  members  in 
good  standing,  stating obj»ct  of  the  meeting,  and  to  perform 
such  other  duties  as  usually  appertain  to  the  presidency  of 
an  association.  He  shall  also  have  c  stody  of  such  bonds 
ao  mity  be  required  of  officeri. 


Article  VI. 

Vice-President. — The  vice-president  shall  assist  the 
president  when  necessary,  and  in  his  absence  perform  all 
the  duties  and  be  invested  with  all  the  iwwers  of  the 
president  heretofore  enumerated. 

Article  VII. 
-Absence  of  the  Presiding  Officer. — In  the  absence  of 
both  president  and  vice-president  from  any  meeting  of  the 
club,  any  member  present  may  be  selected  to  preside. 

Article  VIII. 
Secretary. — The  secretary  shall  send  to  members  notice 
of  all  meetings,  ehall  keep  a  record  of  all  meetings,  ehall 
have  custody  of  all  books  and  pipers,  and  shall  conduct 
all  correspondence  of  the  club. 

Aeth  le  IX. 

Treasurer. — The  treasurer  shall  collect  all  dues,  have 
charge_  of  all  funds,  and  pay  all  bills  duly  audited  by  the 
executive  committee. 

Article  X. 

Executive  Committee. — The  executive  committee  shall 
have  general,  practical,  and  financial  management  of 
affairs.  It  shall  audit  all  bills,  and  transact  all  business 
of  the  club.  When  the  club  is  not  in  session,  it  shall  have 
the  acting  powers  of  the  club  vested  in  it. 

Article  XI. 

Annual  Meetings. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  club 
shall  be  held  on  the  last  Monday  in  February  of  each  year. 
Other  business  meetings  shall  be  held  as  determined  by 
the  club,  or  cn  the  call  of  the  president. 

Article  XII. 
Quorum. — Eleven  members  in  good  standing  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business  at  any 
meeting. 

Article  XIII. 
Membership. — Application  for  membership  shall  be 
made  in  writing  and  be  presented  by  a  member  in  good 
standing,  to  the  secretary,  who  shall  hand  same  to  the 
executive  committee  for  investigation  at  least  one  week 
before  a  meeting  of  the  club.  Candidates  shall  be  elected 
by  ballot  by  ths  club.    Two  (2)  blackballs  to  disqualify. 

Article  XIV. 
Initiation  Fee  and  Dues  — The  membership  fee  of  theclub 
shall  be  five  (5)  dollars,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  secretary 
with  the  application ;  and  the  annual  dues,  three  (3) 
dollars,  payable  semi-annually  in  advance.  Any  men;ber 
six  months  in  arrears  shall  forfeit  his  membership. 

Article  XV. 

Duty  of  Members. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  member 
to  do  his  best  to  master  the  art  of  fly  casting  and  to  assist 
as  he  best  may  any  member  seeking  to  learn  such  art. 

Article  XVI. 
Resignations  — Resignations  shall  be  made  in  writing, 
and  shall  forfeit  all  rights  in  common  to  the  club.  No 
resignation  shall  be  accepted  until  all  dues  are  paid. 

Article  XVII. 
Expulsions. — Any  undesirable  member  may  be  expelled 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  at  any  stated  meeting. 

Article  XVIII. 
Fishing  Facilities. — The  work  of  the  club  towards 
preserving  fishing  waters  and  providing  fishing  facilities 
for  its  members  shall  be  done  by  the  executive  committee. 

Article  XIX. 
Special  Committees.  —  Details  of   arrangements  for 
special  occasions  or  entertainments  shall  be  in  charge  of  a 
special  committee  appointed  for  such  occasion  by  the 
chair. 

Article  XX. 
Amendments. — This  constitution  may  be  amended  at 
any  meeting  called  for  that  purpose  after  two  weeks' 
notice.  ____ 

CONTESTS,  BULBS,  AND  EVENTS. 

Contests. 

A  series  of  not  less  than  ten  fly-casting  contests  shall  be 

held  annually. 

Each  contest  shall  consist  of  three  events  : — 

1.  Distance  ;  2.  Distance  an  1  accuracy  ;  3.  Accuracy  and 

delicacy. 

Rules. 

1 .  All  competitors  shall  be  members  of  the  club.  All 
competitions  shall  be  managed  by  a  captain,  who  shall  be 
elected  by  the  executive  committee  and  subject  to  its 
orders.  Such  captain,  or  in  his  absence  a  substitute  to  be 
selected  by  the  members  p'esent,  shall  at  e^ch  contest 
sppoint  a  referee,  two  judges,  and  a  clerk. 

The  jadges  ehall  determine  theparcentage  of  contestants 
in  acooi  dance  with  the  rules. 

The  referee  shall  time  the  duration  of  each  competitor's 
casting  ;  shall  keep  an  account  of  the  delicacy  percentage 
as  provided  in  event  No.  3 ;  shall  decide  cases  in  which 
the  judges  disagree,  ani  all  appeals  by  contestants  from 
the  decision  of  such  judfjea ;  shall  interpret  the  rules  in 
case  of  any  miunnderstauding,  and  ehall  decide  all  matterj 
not  covered  by  the  rules. 

The  decision  of  the  referee  shall  be  final,  except  as  to  a 
question  of  interpretation  of  rules.  In  snob  case  a  con- 
teptant  shall  have  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  executive  om- 
miltce,  provided  that  notice  of  such  appeal  be  given  to 
the  captain  before  the  close  of  the  day's  contest.  _ 

The  captain  shall  allot  contestants  their  respective  turns 
and  shall  see  that  the  rods  and  tackle  used  conform  to  the 
rules  governing  the  contests. 

The  clerk  shall  sre  that  each  contestant  is  properly 
regifctere d  and  sbal'.  keep  the  records  of  the  contest  as 
furnished  him  by  the  judges. 

2.  /i!o</«.— All  roas  used  by  competitors  must  be 
single-handed  rod>j,  and  all  casting  shall  be  done  single- 


handed  only.  Rods  shall  not  exceed  lift,  in  length.  In 
event  1  the  weight  of  the  rod  is  not  limited ;  in  event  2 
the  weight  shall  not  eiceed  8|oz. ;  in  event  3  the  weight 
shall  not  exceed  5Jjz. 

3.  Leader,  Line,  and  Reel. — Competitors  may  consult 
their  own  inclinations  in  choice  of  reel  and  line,  but  lines 
must  not  ba  knotted  or  weighted. 

The  leader  shall  be  of  single  gut,  and  shall  not  be  lees 
than  6Ft.  nor  more  than  9Ft.  in  length. 

4.  Fly  —Flies  used  by  competitors  shall  be  approved  by 
the  captain.  One  fly  only  shall  be  used,  which  shall  not 
be  larger  than  No.  5,  and  on  which  the  snell  shall  not 
exceed  6in.  in  length.  Hooks  shall  be  broken  at  the 
bend. 

5.  Platform. — All  casting  shall  be  done  from  a  platform 
at  least  8ft.  square,  and  the  surface  of  which  shall  be  not 
more  than  18m.  above  the  water  line. 

6.  Medals  and  Prizes. — For  each  event  there  shall  le 
a  championship  medal  of  gold,  which  shall  be  awarded  to 
the  contestant  wincing  the  greatest  number  of  contests 
during  the  seiies  in  such  event.  There  may  also  in  the 
discretion  of  the  executive  committee  be  awarded  merchan- 
dise prizes  to  contestants  standing  second  and  third  in  such 
events. 

7.  Ties. — Should  two  or  more  contestants  win  an  equal 
number  of  contests  in  any  event  daring  the  series,  they 
shall  cast  off  the  tie  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  series,  or  at 
such  other  time  as  may  be  designated  by  the  captain.  Ties 
for  merchandise  or  other  prizes  shall  be  determined  in  the 
same  manner. 

8.  While  contests  are  in  progress  members  shall  not 
make  remarks  to  judges,  referee,  or  contestants,  or  in  any 
way  detract  their  attention.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
captain  to  see  that  this  rale  is  strictly  enforced. 

9.  Contestants  not  using  their  own  rods  shall  use  the 
rods  furnished  by  the  clnb. 

Events. 

1.  Distance. — Each  contestant  shall  be  allowed  five 
minutes  in  which  to  cast  for  distance.  He  shall  stand 
upon  the  platform  and  make  his  cast  parallel  with  a  buoy 
line  or  measuring  board,  upon  which  shall  be  accurately 
marked  the  p  )iDts  of  distance  from  such  platform. 

The  lengtn  of  casts  shall  be  measured  from  the  edge  of 
platform  where  buoy  line  is  made  fast,  to  the  spot  reached 
by  the  fly.  The  competitor  who  makes  the  longest  cast 
shall  be  adjudged  the  winner. 

No  other  than  fair  overhead  casting  shall  be  permitted. 
Should  any  competitor  whip  oS  his  fly,  he  shall  replace  it 
with  another  one.  No  oast  shall  count  when  the  fly  is 
missing. 

The  judges  may  in  their  discretion  allow  time  for 
rejointing  of  a  rod,  or  replacing  of  a  broken  section.  At 
annual  tournaments  contestants  shall  be  allowed  ten 
minutes  to  make  a  record,  and  no  time  allowance  shall  be 
made  for  replacing  of  lost  flies. 

2.  Distance  and  accuracy  — There  shall  be  three  6in. 
buoys  distant  60ft.,  55ft.,  and  GOft.  from  the  edge  of  oist- 
ing  platform,  and  there  shall  be  made  five  caste  at  each 
buoy. 

If  the  fly  falls  within  1ft.  of  the  buoy  oast  at,  the  cast 
shall  be  considered  perfect;  for  each  foot  in  excess  of  1ft. 
from  such  buoy  a  demerit  of  one  shall  be  made.  The  sum 
total  of  snob  demerits  divided  by  three  shall  be  considered 
the  demerit  per  cent.;  the  demerit  p3r  cent,  deducted 
from  100  shall  be  the  percentage. 

The  contestant  haviag  the  highest  percentage  shall  be 
declared  the  winner.  Not  more  than  one  minute  shall  be 
allowed  in  which  to  extend  line  to  50ft.  buoy ;  when  the 
contestant  hai  extended  his  line  and  is  ready,  he  shall  call 
"  score,"  and  the  next  cast  thereafter  shall  be  counted ; 
when  five  casts  have  been  made  at  60ft.  buoy,  the  judges 
will  announce  "  next  buoy,"  to  reach  which  the  con- 
test ant  will  be  allowed  not  more  than  five  oasts ;  when 
ready  to  score  at  65ft. buoy, contestant  shall  call  "score," 
and,  if  he  fails  to  do  so  within  the  five  oasts  allowed,  the 
judges  will  commence  to  score  with  the  sixth  cast.  A  like 
procedure  shall  ba  followed  between  55ft.  and  60ft. 
buovs. 

Should  contestuit  whip  off  his  fly  at  any  time  after 
calling  "score"  at  60ft.  buoy,  his  score  shall  not  be 
counted. 

3.  Accuracy  and  Delicacy. — There  shall  be  three  Cin. 
buoys,  35tt.,  40ft.,  and  45l''t.  from  edge  of  casting  platform, 
and  there  shall  be  made  five  casts  at  each  buoy.  It'  the  fly 
falls  within  Ifc.  of  the  buoy  cast  at,  the  accuracy  shall  be 
considered  psrfe.t ;  for  each  foot  in  excass  of  1ft.  from 
such  buoy  a  demerit  of  one  shall  be  made  ;  the  sum  total 
of  such  demerits  divided  by  three  shall  ba  considered  the 
d>;merit  p  !r  cent. ;  the  demerit  per  ceat.  deducted  from 
100  shall  be  the  accuracy  par  cant. 

In  addition  there  shall  be  kept  an  account  of  the 
delicacy,  100  being  considered  perfect.  The  delicacy  per- 
centage shall  ba  determined  by  tbe  two  judges  and  the 
referee,  each  of  whom  shall  mark  the  per  cent,  to  which 
in  his  op'nion  the  c  jntestaut  is  entitled ;  the  sum  total  of 
such  percentages  as  so  marked,  divided  by  three,  shall  be 
the  delicacy  p  ir  cent. 

The  (1  jlioacy  per  cent,  ard  accuracy  i>!r  o!nt.  shall  bj 
added  together,  and  divided  by  two,  and  the  result^  shall 
be  the  p  'rcentage.  The  contestant  having  the  highest 
percentage  shall  be  declared  the  winner. 

Contestant  allowed  thirty  seconds  to  extend  his  line  by 
dry-fly  casting  to  3&ft.  buoy ;  scoring  ehall  begin  the  first 
time  fly  strikes  the  water;  when  contestant  has  mid 4 
five  casts  judges  will  announce  "  next  buoy  "  ;  contestant 
mast  then  litt  his  line,  and  in  not  less  than  one  nor  more 
than  five  dry  casts  reach  the  40ft.  buoy,  eoring  to  begin 
the  first  time  fly  strikes  the  water.  A  lika  procedure 
shall  be  followid  between  40rt.  and  45ft.  buoys. 

No  score  shall  be  counted  if  fl;  is  lost  during  the  casting. 
Loose  line  cn  platform  or  coil  of  line  in  hand  b  not 
p  ;rmitted  in  this  event ;  all  casting  aball  bo  done  from  the 
reel. 
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Occasional  notes. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 

Col.  M.  Knox,  writing  from  the  Cambridge 
Hospital,  Aldershot,  says  :  "  The  case  of  tobacco 
and  cigarettes  arrived  all  right,  and  I  again  thank 
you  and  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for 
the  handsome  gift  for  our  invalided  men  from 
S.  Africa."' 

I  sent  them  some  of  Messrs.  Player's  excellent 
"  Navy  Cut "  and  cigarettes.  I  hear  more 
wounded  are  expected  shortly ;  they  will  all  get 
some  F.  G.  tobacco,  as  long  as  the  money  lasts. 


Some  good  spoi-t  has  been  had  by  visitors  to 
the  Izaak  Walton,  on  the  Dove,  during  the  May 
Fly  time,  over  fifty  brace  of  trout  being  killed. 


Mr.  James  Ogden,  writing  about  the  May  Fly 
fishing  on  the  Gloucestershire  Coin  and  the 
Windrush,  says :  "  I  saw  no  clouds,  or  the 
necessity  to  sweep  them  off  one's  clothes  this 
time.  It  came  up  most  sparingly  on  the  Coin. 
The  best  return  was  made  on  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Windrush.  I  believe  the  Alder  woiild 
have  held  its  own  anywhere  on  the  Coin.  I  had 
one  good  day,  but  I  saw  much  heavier  fish  in 
other  creels.  The  water  is  certainly  well  stocked. 
The  worst  of  that  portion  I  fished  is  that,  owing 
to  the  abundance  of  bottom  food,  the  fish  are  not 
very  free  risers.  Better-conditioned  fish  I  never 
saw  anywhere."   

The  following  extract  is  from  a  private  letter : 
"  You  may  be  interested  in  hearing  the  result  of 
my  experiment  in  stocking  a  mill  pond  with  trout, 
as  to  which  you  were  kind  enough  to  give  me  your 
opinion.  I  put  in  250  very  small  yearlings  in 
March,  1899,  which  I  got  from  Mr.  Ford,  and  the 
other  night  I  caught  one  over  9oz.  in  capital  con- 
dition, and  very  good  eating.  I  also  caught  several 
others  of  6oz.  and  7oz.  which  I  put  back.  I  think 
you  will  agree  that  this  is  pretty  good  for  a 
shallow  piece  of  water  with  a  great  depth  of  mud, 
and  which  is  fed  by  a  small  spring  only.  I  lost  a 
few  in  the  ice  last  winter,  and  also  a  few  in  the 
summer,  which  got  stranded  in  the  small  brook  or 
ditch  through  which  the  spring  flows  into  the 
pond."  R.  B.  Marston. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Eton).— The  Conntees  of  Wilton  again 
leads  ae  regards  the  best  takes  of  barbel  in  this  district. 
Two  or  three  dajs  her  ladyship's  fisherman  (John  Keene) 
has  had  to  empty  the  well  more  than  once.  A  large 
namber  of  the  fish  turned  the  Ecale  at  over  51b.  Her  lady- 
ship aho  creeled  one  of  the  prettiest  trout  I  have  ever 
seen,  weighing  jast  over  51b.  Every  fish  caught  was 
returred  to  the  river,  with  the  exception  of  the  trout. 
Mr.  A.  Brown,  of  Eton,  has  had  over  fifty  barbel  during 
the  week  from  one  swim.  In  this  instance,  also,  all  the 
fish  were  returned.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Windsor,  had  a  nice 
bream,  amongst  others,  of  4Ib.  6oz.  I  have  also  had  two 
bream  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Sainty,  taken  out  at  the  water- 
works dead.  Both  fish  were  about  O^lb.,  and  had  been 
hilled  by  being  struck  on  the  aide  of  the  head,  probably  by 
the  steam  dredger  which  is  now  at  work  just  below  Windsor 
Bridge. — Cecil  Howlett. 

- —  (Henley).— .June  27.— Little  spott  has  been  had 
here  during  the  past  week,  although  several  anglers 
have  been  trying  their  luck,  and  a  good  stream  has  been 
ruDDing,  but  the  cold  and  rough  winds  do  not  improve 
matter!.  The  town  is  looking  very  dull  for  the  time  of  the 
year,  there  being  few  vieitcrj  here.  A  few  perch,  roach, 
jack,  and  chub  up  to  31b.  9oz.  have  been  taken. — Stanley 
Mbad. 

  (King^aton). — John  Johnson,  fisherman,  dnn'sg 

the  week,  ibirty  -  eight  bream,  seven  barbel,  four 
dozen  roach.  Mr.  Taylor,  fishing  with  J.  Kniuht  on 
Monday,  two  barbel  and  a  fine  lot  cf  roach  and  dauje ; 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Lambert,  some  fine  roach  and  dace ; 
Friday,  Mr.  Lipton,  four  barbel,  and  some  ro^ch  and  dace, 
and  a  few  bream  ;  Saturday,  with  a  friend,  fight  barbel. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardecn,  on  Sunday,  with  the  same 
fi«berroan,  eight  barbel,  five  dozen  roach  and  dace. — W. 
Douglas. 

—  (Iieclilade). — River  is  in  very  good  order  for 
general  fishing.  _  Soach  feed  very  well  in  the  evening,  and 
chub  and  dace  rise  freely  to  the  numerous  flies  which  are 
on  the  water,  and  eome  gocd  fly  fitbing  can  be  enjoyed 


hereabouts.  Several  have  been  out  on  the  St.  John's 
Bridge  lengths,  amongst  others  being  Mr.  Meyers  and 
"  The  General."  from  Henley,  and  thev  had  some  fair 
sport  with  chub  and  roach.  Messrs.  H.  Barratt,  Buxton- 
Chew,  and  John  Morgan  have  been  out  in  the  Kempsford 
district,  with  eome  useful  sport.  Weather  dull  and  over- 
cast. Can  hear  of  but  two  email  trout  being  taken  as  yet. 
— Rambler. 

—  (Richmond). — Anglers  been  getting  some  bream 
and  barbel. — W.  Douglas. 

  Sub  bury. — T.  and  A.  Stroud  during  the  week 

took  some  chub,  jack,  and  peroh.  A.  Stroud's  arandeon, 
seven  years  old,  took  a  chub,  4ilb.,  one  21b.,  another  l^lb. 
fishing  from  the  bank  with  cherry  bait.  It  is  said  that 
there  arei  plenty  of  fish  in  the  river,  only  want  patrons  to 
come  and  try  for  th'fm.  Bank  anglers  been  getting  some 
barbel  and  bream,  and  a  few  roach.  The  water  is  in  good 
condition  for  fishing. — W.  Douglas. 

 (Teddington).— Mr.  Steinhard  and  Mr.  Haws, 

fishing  with  W.  McBride,  one  day,  twenty-five  barbel  and 
two  chub ;  another  day,  Mr.  Curtis,  Mr.  Day.  and  Mr. 
Blanchard,  forty  barbel,  largest  5Jlb.,  another  5|ib. ;  Mr. 
Steinhard,  with  the  same  fisherman  another  day,  ten 
barbel ;  half  a  day,  Mr.  Day  and  Mr.  Tames,  four  barbel, 
one  chub,  one  perch.  All  these  fiah  were  returned.  Mr. 
Shoppard,  fishing  from  the  weir,  took  a  chub  5Ib.  5oz. — 
— W.  Douglas. 

  (Teddington). — Water  in  good  condition.  One 

day,  Mr.  Steinhart,  nineteen  barbel,  one  chub ;  one  day, 
Mr.  P.  Curtis  and  Mr.  Blanchard  in  morning,  and  after- 
noon Mr.  Curtis  and  Mr.  John  James,  forty  barbel,  several 
going  from  51b.  to  61b. ;  one  day,  Mr.  George  Chapman , 
three  barbel,  three  bream,  one  jack  4|Ib.,  two  and  a  haU 
dozen  dace ;  two  half  days,  Mr.  Wilson,  ten  barbel.  All 
these  fish  excepting  two  barbel  and  jack  were  returned. 
Mr.  James  caught  a  jack  of  61b.  Mr.  Sheppard  also  got  a 
chub  of  41b  SJoz.  in  his  own  boat  — Walter  McBbide. 

  (Twiobenham).— H.  Spiers  took  thirteen  bream 

and  two  dozen  roach  in  three  days ;  J.  Draper,  in  two 
days,  seven  bream  and  two  barbel;  Mr.  Dyeraon,  of 
Brentford,  fishing  with  T.  Anger,  two  days  and  three  half 
days,  seven  bream,  one  dozen  roach,  largest  roach  lib.  5oz. 
— W.  Douglas. 

 (Twickenham).— The  river  looks  much  better  for 

the  rain.  Mr.  Trinder  and  friend  have  had  several  good 
takes  of  bream.  Mr.  Hills,  on  Thursday  last,  had  a  nice 
basket  of  roach.  Mr.  Barrow  and  myself,  fishing  for  one 
and  a  half  hours  on  Tuesday  morning,  had  eight  bream, 
all  good  size,  several  roach,  dace,  and  one  peroh. 
Numbers  of  fine  eels  are  still  being  taken  both  from  the 
punts  and  the  banVs. — F.  J.  Ogden  Smith. 

Adnr  (Sussex).— Several  large  carp  have  been  taken 
near  Steyning  during  the  past  ten  days  by  Brighton 
anglers — one  of  41b. ;  one,  3jlb. ;  and  one  of  SJlb.,  on 
pas^e  bait ;  also  roach. — H. 

Ancholme  Dlstxiot. — Angling  conditions  remain  in 
a  well-nigh  perfect  condition.  We  had  a  heavy  thunder- 
storm on  Monday,  and  more  rain  fell  in  an  hour  than  vve 
have  had  since  February.  This  has  put  a  fine  colour  in 
the  streams,  and  trout  have  fed  well.  The  Drake  is  now 
well  nigh  over,  and  the  lieht-winged  Dotterels  should  kill 
well  in  the  evenings.  The  Black  Dun  is  also  on.  This 
can  be  made  Palmer-wise  from  the  swift's  wing.  Some 
good  bream  have  been  taken  about  Brigg,  and  also  tench 
up  to  21b.  One  man  took  four  fair  pike,  trolling  with 
spoon  bait,  but  these  are  hardly  yet  in  good  condition. 
Very  few  perch  have  yet  been  taken,  but  one  or  two 
anglers  have  had  some  decent  eels. — Thomas  Foed 
(Ca'stor). 

Bottlsham  Locks  (Waterbeach).  — During  the 
week,  on  this  free  navigable  river,  sport  amongst  all  kinds 
of  coarse  fish  has  been  better  than  for  many  years  so  early 
in  the  season.  Plenty  of  good  swims  to  be  had,  though  in 
places  weedy.  Water  iu  grand  condition.  Roach  had  up 
to  lOoz  ;  great  many  perch  up  to  |ib. ;  silver  bream  up  to 
lib.  each  ;  separate  rods  up  to  8lb.  each  ;  pike  had  up  to 
4|lb.    Ten  mioutea  from  G.B  R. — J.  O.  George. 

Coin  (Bibnry,  Eait  Gloucestershire).  —  River 
here  in  very  good  order  for  trouting.  Trout  rise  nicely 
about  noon  and  in  the  evening  at  Alders,  Red  Spinnere, 
and  Pale  Winged  Olive  Dun.  Several  rods  have  been  out 
here  since  my  last  report,  and  in  some  instances  interest- 
ing sport  has  been  had.  The  May  Fly  waa  still  on  here 
lightly  as  late  as  Monday,  June  18.  and  I  saw  a  gentleman 
on  this  day  kill  a  good  fish  on  the  Swan  water  on  the  Grey 
Drake  Buzzer.  Weather  cold  and  stormy.  —  Sherry 
Spinnke, 

Coin,   Iieacli,  &c.   (East  Oloncestershire).— 

The  May  Fly  was  still  on  at  Fairford  as  late  as  Monday, 
June  18,  and  the  trout  never  having  been  glutted,  still  took 
every  fly  that  went  over  them.  Some  good  sport  was  had 
up  to  this  date  on  several  private  waters,  one  creel  I  heird 
of  in  the  Bibury  district  amounting  to  six  brace.  Since 
my  last  report  several  rods  have  been  out  on  the  Bull 
Hotel  waters,  at  Fairford,  for  evening  fishing,  and  in  some 
instances  some  good  trout  have  been  killed.  Amongst 
others  who  have  been  out  here  are  Messrs.  T.  Powell, 
Clarke,  Buxton-Chew,  B  inell,  Browne.  Dixon,  &o.  Best 
flies  for  July  will  be  found  to  be  Black  and  Rtd  Alder 
(g  ild  ribi"),  Red  aid  Sberry  Spinner,  Ogden'e  Fancy, 
Yellow  Dun,  Pale  Olive,  and  Red  Quill  Gnat.  The 
CoHchman  and  white  moth  will  kill  iu  the  evening,  and 
G(  11  Ribbed  Bed  So'dier  Palmer  on  roogh  ditys  or  on 
ripple  order.  Rivers  in  fair  order,  but  weeds  troaulesome 
in  pi  ices  — Pan. 

Coi-nish  Streams. — No  doubt  there  are  lots  of  pea' 
up  The  riveiBar«  heavy  and  discolouied,  and  tuey  oan- 
not  be  seen,  but  the  rain  C'>ming  at  snch  a  capital  time 
must  have  stocked  the  Camel  and  Fowey  with  these  fish. 
It  is  strange  the  catches  have  been  so  few.  Fly  fishing 
for  trout  has  been  poor,  as  may  be  imagined,  the  best 
sport  having  been  obtained  in  the  higher  moorland  streams. 
Down  in  the  west  at  Penzance  a  few  peal  are  running  in 


the  Newlyn  stream,  and  if  one  is  able  to  dodge  fish  boxea, 
Ac,  he  io  likely  to  get  a  little  eport.  Pport  s*ill  continuea 
good  in  th"?  Inney  and  upper  Tam*r. — Poij.min". 

Darenth  (Farningham,  South  Darenth,  &o.).— 
We  have  had  a  lot  of  rain,  and  the  weather  i«  still 
threatening.  The  river  is,  however,  low  and  c'ear  in  snite 
of  all.  May  Fly  hae  entirely  disappeared,  and  small  flies 
are  not  very  plentiful.  Large  numbers  of  roach  hive 
come  up,  but  thfy  do  not  take  the  fly  well,  and  I  have  not 
yet  tried  them  with  paste,  though  I  saw  some  whic'T  had 
been  taken,  and  were  in  capital  condition.  Tne  o^idi'ionB 
for  trout  fishing  are  lik'-ly  to  be  favourable  on  Saturday 
unlpflB  we  h(i,ve  more  heivv  rain.  Wind  west,  very  light. 
Trout  not  rUing  well.— J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).- The  river  is  now  in 
flood  after  the  heavy  rains,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  fishing  will  ba  beneSted  or  not.  It  is  certain 
that  trout  fishing  remains  very  dull,  takes  seeming  to  get 
less  and  less,  yet  all  anglers  are  agreed  that  there  are 
plenty  of  fish  in  the  river.  At  the  coneervatcrs'  meeting 
this  week  it  waa  pointed  out  by  an  Ashburton  member 
that  the  river  contains  a  large  number  of  h'lr  trout,  wh'ch 
are  destroying  the  smaller  fish.  Suggest i:>n8  for  the 
destruction  of  these  cannibals  were  made,  but  a  new  bye- 
law  will  have  to  be  made  before  any  steps  can  be  taken. 
There  ia  no  sign  of  peal  in  the  river  yet,  although  trufF 
are  plentiful.  The  beat  sport  has  been  on  the  moorland 
atreama,  and  baakets  have  run  up  to  two  and  three  dozen. 
Dr.  Harvey  had  four  dozen  one  day,  the  best  flies  being 
Blue  Upright,  Infallible,  and  Fernweb.  With  the  river 
running  high  sport  has  been  a  bit  quiet  this  week.  In  the 
lower  waters  below  Buckfastleigh  takes  have  been  small, 
the  Alder,  Kdmond's  Palmer,  and  small  Alexandria  being 
useful  flies.  Mr.  G.  G.  Green  has  killed  one  or  two  of  the 
best  lots,  his  creel  on  Saturday  including  a  splendid  fish  of 
just  over  lib.  The  same  evening  Messrs.  Aokrell  and 
Full  basketed  a  dozen  between  tbem ;  and  Messrs.  E. 
Distin,  M.  Revell,  Townsend,  H.  T.  Distin,  Williams,  and 
others  have  been  out  with  varying  success.  The  attention 
of  the  Buckfastleigh  District  Council  is  being  again  cilled 
to  the  continued  pollution  of  the  river  owing  to  the  delay 
in  the  completion  of  the  sewapn  scheme. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Up  to  the  present  there  haa 
not  been  the  improvement  in  sport  which  waa  ai  ticipated 
after  the  heavy  rains.  Perhaps  when  the  streams  have 
fined  down  things  will  be  better.  It  is  devoutly  hoped 
so  at  any  rate.  Although  there  are  reports  cf  a  few  peal 
caught  on  some  of  the  southern  streams  there  does  n)t 
seem  to  have  been  anything  like  a  run  yet,  and  with 
salmon  fishing  practically  a  blank,  the  outlook  is  not 
encouraging.  Some  giod  lota  of  trout  were  creeled  in  t*ie 
Tavy,  Upper  Lyd,  and  ad  j  >ining  streaics  last  week,  nearly 
six  dozen  beins  killed  witn  the  fly  in  two  or  three  hours  on 
the  Lyd ;  another  rod  got  three  dozen  on  Saturday  evening, 
and  the  wormers  have  had  a  good  time.  On  the  Upper 
Tamar  one  gentleman  creeled  a  nice  brace  on  SiturHay 
with  the  artificial  fly  and  Gardenia,  the  Black  and  Red 
Palmers  and  Coch-y-bondhu  being  recommended  now. 
Evening  fishing  in  the  Ashwater  district  has  shown  fair 
sport,  baskets  running  up  to  nine  braes,  the  Hawthorn 
and  Red  Palmer  being  successful  flies.  E  irly  this  week 
little  was  done  owing  to  the  flood.  The  const  rvators  of 
the  Avon  and  Erne  recommend  to  the  Salmon  Fiaheriea 
Commission  the  extension  of  the  weekly  close  time,  the 
abolition  of  fixed  engines,  and  increased  powers  to  deal 
with  pollution,  &c.  They  do  not  consider  the  provision 
of  fish  passes  would  improve  the  salmon  fishing  unless  all 
netting  in  tidal  waters  waa  aboliahed.  It  has  been  pointed 
out,  on  behalf  of  the  Taw  and  Torridge  Fislery  B  j.ird, 
the  yield  of  salmon  had  materially  decreased  of  late  years 
owing  to  excessive  poaching.  Since  the  passing  of  the 
new  bye-laws,  however,  the  number  of  salmon  had 
increased.  They  advocate  the  extension  of  the  close  time 
from  forty-four  to  sixty  hours,  and  the  provision  of 
funds  for  the  making  of  fish  pas-es.  It  appears  that  there 
is  not  a  single  fish  pass  on  the  Taw,  but  the  fish  got  up  to 
the  spiwing  beds  nevertheless. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.  —  Spore  has  not  been 
exceptionally  good  dutiag  the  May  Fly  season  of  1900, 
but  there  have  been  a  lot  of  fish  killed,  and  that  mostly  by 
angling  visitors  at  the  hotels.  For  instance.  Rev.  W. 
Bassett  and  brother  and  nephew  took  fifty-three  brace  in 
a  few  days'  fishing  altogether,  several  trout  being  over 
lib.,  and  one  grayling  over  l^lb.  Messrs.  Prince,  Barnes, 
Nuttall,  and  Grendy  have  also  done  well.  Mr.  J.  Hawkes- 
worth  has  killed  a  total  of  nine  pike  with  the  Perfect 
Kill  Devil  Devon  on  the  Henmore  Brook  during  the  last 
ten  days.  The  Hon.  J.  O'Grady  (then  staying  at  the 
Izaak)  took  five  and  a  half  brace  on  Thursday  last  week. 
Fish  are  now  doing  well  with  the  small  flics  aeiin,  the 
CoachoiBn  Droving  mosf  useful. — D  and  W.  H  Fostfr. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Copious  rains  have  fallen  during  the 
past  few  days,  and  the  river  haa  run  heavily  :n  flood.  All 
the  remaininj[  kelts  have  got  away,  and  a  few  clean-run 
fish  have  headed  up  the  tideway  from  the  sfa,  whilst 
operations  have  been  materially  assisted  by  the  prevalence 
of  a  stiff  northerly  breeze  and  a  somewhat  hfavy  sea, 
which  enabled  the  salmon  to  take  the  river.  The  fears 
which  enthusiaars  at  one  time  entertained  tuat  the  season 
would  be  a  poor  one  are  dismissed,  and  pr  ao^o  a  are 
higbly  encouia^ing  Severtil  analers  have  plied  ttie  rod 
ou'ing  the  week,  and  foaie  succeas  has  b-eu  recorded. 
Tlje  wa'er  will  tine  down  wit  bin  thi?  next  wet-k,  and  sport 
i^hnn  d  be  plentiful.  Tne  c-<'cVe9  to  hai.d  a^e  :  Mr.  J. 
Moor-,  tbirtexn  br-CJ  ;  M"-.  J.  V.  Andr.'W,  nine  bia'^e; 
Mr.  Geo.  Falkit'gb  i  ge  eixhtand  a  ba'f  >rtce,  these  being 
all  landed  m  the  upp>-r  reaches  of  tb-  E  k.  S-a  ar,-gliug 
bus  bef n  practically  at  a  standatill,  owing  to  a  rjugb  sea. — 
J.  Jackson 

£xe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Thick,  thundery  weather 
alternating  with  cold  gusty  winds  and  showers  haa  been 
the  till  of  fare  provided  for  anglers  this  week,  and,  almost 
needless  to  add;  creels  hcve  ruled  light.   The  unseasonable 
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weather  appears  to  have  completely  demoralised  the  trout 
of  this  district,  which  aeem  to  have  qoite  forgotten  the 
habit  of  risiag,  and  fly  fishermen  have  hid  a  most 
sickfniag  expariecoe.  Even  the  bait  anglers  have  had  to 
stick  at  it  pretty  closely  for  very  moderate  resnlta. 
Among  the  C)ar8e  fish  Mr.  J.  A.  Kolly  has  d  me  fairly 
well,  aooriog  several  fine  perch  ap  to  lib.  and  l^lb.  each, 
as  well  as  somel  arge  eels  and  roach.  The  river  is  ranniog 
in  good  V  >lame,  and  fine  weather  only  is  needed  to  ensure 
sport. — Eed  Palmer. 

Fen  DMtnat  isonth  Zdnos.  and  Cambi.).— Just 
ai  the  coarse  season  has  commenced  to  take  the  attention 
of  the  ordinary  angler  the  troat  fisher  experiences  a 
welcome  change  in  his  prospects.  Indeed,  the  sport  in 
the  npland  district  is  now  better  than  it  has  been  daring 
the  whole  season  np  to  the  present.  The  top  waters  of 
the  Glen,  Welland,  and  Nene  are  yielding  well.  The 
drains  are  reported  to  be  fall  of  fish,  bat  weeds  at  the 
present  are  th^  great  nnisance  for  the  angler  upon  them. 
Boding  operations  are  in  progress,  bat  for  a  time  anglers 
must  look  oat  for  drain  ends  and  clearer  reaches.  The 
heavy  rains  will  clear  away  the  rubbish.  So  far,  however, 
bream  is  about  the  only  fish  worth  pursuing. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (Noxtb  Nott«.).— The  best  sport  of 
this  district  again  comes  from  the  drains  between  Haxey 
and  the  Trent.  What  is  called  the  old  Warping  drain  hag 
yielded  remarkably  well,  especially  in  the  lower  lengths 
towards  Owston  Ferry.  Many  anglers  here  are  turning 
np  from  the  towns  around,  and  the  baskets  of  bream 
obtained  have  been  numerous  and  satisfactory.  A  few 
roach  in  fiir  condition  have  also  relieved  the  monotony. 
Fish  have  fallen  to  both  maggots  and  worms.  At  the 
present  a  good  journey  from  the  railway  is  now  necessary, 
but  as  higher  tidns  come  on  the  fish  wiU  be  forced  up  the 
water  nearer  to  Haxey.  The  doings  on  the  waters  about 
Retford  are  very  quiet.  Probably  anglers  prefer  going 
where  a  well  filled  basket  is  a  greater  certainty.  Many 
anglers  of  this  district  are  making  their  way  to  Brigg. — L. 

Eenuett  and  Dunn. — The  rains  during  the  past  week 
have  improved  these  waters,  and  I  hope  to  see  the  weed 
cutting  performance  partially,  if  not  totally  completed,  as 
from  a  good  source  I  hear  a  great  many  complaints  were 
made  last  season  as  to  the  weeds  being  cut,  when  weekly 
tickets  were  issued,  consequently  could  only  fish  half  the 
time.  I  trust  a  repetition  will  not  take  place  this  season. 
The  May  Fly  are  few  and  far  between  to-day  (Wednesday), 
and  although  we  have  had  a  fairly  lengthened  show  of  this 
fly  on  these  streams,  the  trout  are  fed  up  with  them,  and 
prefer  the  sedge  for  a  change.  On  Saturday  last  a  fair 
number  of  trout  were  killed  with  the  sedge.  A  plan  of 
these  waters  can  be  seen  at  the  Bear  Hotel,  Hungerford, 
and  daily  tickets  obtained.    See  advt. — Gnome. 

Lark  (Icklisgham;. — Since  my  last  notes  we  have 
had  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  weather  along  the  Lark 
stream,  and  all  through  East  Anglia.  In  the  course  of  a 
little  chat  I  had  with  our  genial  and  hard-working  general 
secretary  and  superintendent  of  the  liter,  Mr.  WUliam 
Howlett,  of  Newmarket,  that  gentleman  informed  me 
the  season  is  the  most  peculiar  one  he  ever  remembers, 
and  the  fish  are  going  up  and  down  the  stream  in  the  most 
erratic  manner.  Really,  now  only  about  half  the  roach 
have  spawned,  but  the  dace  are  clean  and  all  right.  At 
Mildanhall  Mill  Pool,  Capt.  Mac.  landed  on  June 
23  a  trout  of  about  31b. ;  Mr.  Hodges,  on  June  25,  took 
one  of  2Jlb.  from  the  lock  at  Barton  Mills ;  Mr.  J.  W. 
Cuallice,  the  same  day,  hooked  a  very  fine  fish  estimated 
at  61b.  or  more  a  little  higher  up  the  stream.  After 
playing  him  for  half  an  hour  he  broke  away.  Several 
other  nice  little  fish  up  to  l|Ib.  have  been  taken,  but  the 
weather  is  so  unsettled  that  the  wonder  is  that  any  fish 
are  taken.  All  up  the  river  the  weeds  are  very  bad,  and 
the  same  along  the  towing  path  ;  in  fact,  it  is  impossible 
to  walk  or  row  np.  No  one  seems  to  know  what  the 
navigation  compiny  intend  to  do  in  the  matter  of  weed 
cutting.  Mr.  Howlett  is  trying  to  do  all  he  possibly  cin, 
but  really  the  angliag  society  have  no  right  to  oat  either 
the  weeds  in  the  river,  nor  yet  the  herbage  along  the 
toning  path.  There  are  a  few  nice  clear  swims  at  the 
deep  pools,  and  plenty  of  good  fish  along  the  stream. — 
May  Fly. 

laea  and  Tribntarlea.— Roach  fishing  begins  to- 
morrow in  the  Lea,  and  S9me  fair  sport  is  anticipated,  the 
river  being  in  good  summer  order.  Many  anglers  are 
looking  forward  to  the  occasion.  To-morrow,  anglers 
visiting  the  Lea  may  also  take  bream,  carp,  tench,  baibal, 
and  chub,  but  parch  and  pike  fishing  does  not  open  until 
Ang.  2.  The  roach  are  beginning  to  get  into  condition,  as 
the  liver  has  been  holding  a  nice  lot  of  fresh  water. 
Anglers  should  look  for  chub  in  the  weir  pools  and  on 
sand  and  gravel  beds,  which  also  have  some  cover  for  the 
fish.  Cheese  paste  and  lobs  ought  to  prove  good  baits, 
and  where  there  is  a  lively  stream  cherries  might  be  tried 
with  good  effect.  The  weir  pools  should  also  now  hirbonr 
the  bream,  carp,  and  barbel.  Fish  under  the  following 
measaremeots  must  not  be  retained  by  anglers  : 
Roach,  7in.  ;  barbel,  13in. ;  tench.  Sin. ;  chub,  lUiu. ; 
bream,  lUio. ;  carp,  lOia.  ;  rudd.  Gin.  ;  and  dace,  6in.  I 
would  recommend  anglers  to  try  the  roach  with  bits  of 
white  paste  dipped  in  bran,  and  early  and  late  should  be 
the  bi-st  times  to  fish.  Tne  river  at  Rye  House  lo  iked 
very  full  (  B  Tue;day,  and  it  is  in  mucu  battnr  cundition 
than  1  have  sfen  it  for  many  summers.  Most  of  the 
water  hetwewn  Hn  xbourne  and  U' rtford  should  be  good 
for  roicb.  There  are  plenty  of  fiib  in  the  Broadwater,  at 
St.  M^r^iaret's,  and  b-itween  there  and  the  neit  lock 
towardii  Ware.  At  this  latter  reaort  auKlers  are  likely  in 
place*  1 1  meet  with  much  fl  uting  weed,  hat  between  the 
■'  Boom  "  and  the  Town  Biidge  it  is  pretty  clear,  and 
the  water  ia  showing  colour  and  itream.  Al  giers  would 
also  do  well  to  try  the  roach  with  "  cads  "  acd  "'  bloods." 
A  long  rod  it  necesaary  t/y  fish  at  the  iioom.  Sport  with 
dice  baa  been  quiet  during  the  past  week,  and  I  can  hear 
of  no  noteworthy  takes  on  the  lioane,  Ash,  or  Uib,  Few 


trout  anglers  have  been  out.  Anglers  on  the  New  River 
(which  is  strictly  private)  have  this  week  caught  some 
roach,  but  nothing  over  jib.  is  reported.  It  has  been  very 
cold  at  night  at  times  lately  in  the  Lea  Valley. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Itngg  and  Arrow  (Iieomlnster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  running  clear  and  a  nice  height,  and  are  in 
good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very 
nnsettled,  and  heavy  rain  has  bsen  had  in  the  district ; 
but  it  made  but  little  difference  to  the  state  of  the  water, 
the  ground  being  so  dry  very  little  got  to  the  rivers,  Tne 
rain  has  refreshed  the  streams,  and  the  fish  are  now 
moving  better,  but  the  cold  nights  are  against  good  sport ; 
but  when  the  weather  gets  warmer  there  should  be  some 
good  dishes  of  trout  landed.  The  flies  to  use  are  the 
Blue  Dun.  Sky-blue  Coachman,  Red  Spinner,  Orange 
Palmer.  Minnow  fishing  has  been  good  ;  maggot  fishing 
has  accounted  for  good  trout.  The  Pinsley  is  in  good 
order. — Gwtnne. 

iMVLgg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kinsfsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  good  order.  The  whole  of  last  week  trout  were 
very  sulky,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  thunder,  &c.,  knockintr 
aroand.  Both  the  weather  and  prospects  have  improved 
this  week,  and  fish  are  beginning  to  rise  a  little  more 
freely.  There  is,  as  there  has  been  all  the  season,  a  great 
dearth  of  natural  insects  ;  and  very  few,  comparatively 
speaking,  are  to  be  seen.  With  the  coming  week  we  begin 
to  take  grayling.  Flies  as  last  week.  Minnow  fishing 
should  now  be  good,  and  it  is  a  good  lure  to  clear  the  river 
of  the  big  old  cannibal  trout. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborongfli). — Angling  has  been  carried  on 
under  very  variable  conditions  during  the  past  week,  for 
heavy  storms  have  been  intermittent,  with  generally  a  cool 
atmosphere,  and  it  was  the  common  opinion  of  those  out 
that  we  must  wait  for  a  warm  change  in  the  weather 
before  any  decent  sport  could  be  obtained.  Consequently 
catches  have  been  small  generally,  but  in  one  or  two 
instances  at  Alwalton  Lynch  some  good  baskets  of  roach 
have  been  taken.  Althongh  a  few  bream  have  been 
caught,  nothing  worthy  of  mention  in  this  direction  as  to 
size  (which  sometimes  range  up  to  between  5lb.  and  61b.) 
can  be  reported.  The  river  is  still  a  nice  height  for 
anirling. — E.  A.  S. 

Old  Welsh  Haxp  (Hesdon). — Angling  has  been 
plentiful  here  during  the  week,  and  the  perch  p'ize  outing 
for  July  1  promises  to  be  a  great  success.  Some  very 
good  bags  have  been  taken  as  follows  :  Messrs.  Windover, 
101b.  perch  and  bream  ;  Foley,  141b.  bream ;  Whipps, 
one  jack,  6|lb.,  two  bream,  o^lb. ;  Soratt,  14  b.  bream  ; 
Sohultz,  101b.  bream;  Young,  one  jack,  4:^ib.  ;  James, 
7Jlb.  bream  ;  Seel,  8lb.  bream ;  Underwood,  QJlb.  bream  ; 
Bray,  one  jack,  6Jlb. ;  and  Thomas,  one  jack,  12ib. — 

F.  ViNALL. 

Otter  (Bndleigli  Salterton).  —  The  river  is  in 
perfect  condition,  and  to-day  (Wednesday,  27th)  we  have 
our  first  really  summerlike  weather.  Since  last  report 
fi&hing  has  greatly  improved,  although  the  rise  of  trout 
has  been  local  rather  than  general.  Last  Friday  (22Dd)  a 
rod  from  here  took  eight  brace  of  good  trout  near 
Otterton,  on  Mr.  RoUe'a  water,  and  on  Saturday,  23rd, 
another  rod  creeled  two  brace  of  large  fish.  The  flies 
chiefly  employed  were  the  Blue  Upright  and  Hare's  Ear. 
Yesterday  (26th)  thirteen  fish  fell  to  one  rod  above  Ottery 
St.  Mary.  The  Yellow  Dun  secured  the  best  of  these, 
between  .5  p.m.  and  8  30  p.m.  At  the  same  time  five 
very  good  ones,  headed  by  a  trout  of  li  b.,  were  caught  on 
Mr.  Rolle's  water.  Peal  have  been  seen  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  river,  but  no  report  of  any  being  caught  is 
to  hand  as  yet. — Heron. 

Oase  (Holywell  Ferry).— The  high  winds  quite  put 
angling  out  of  the  question  the  latter  part  of  last  week, 
but  now  that  it  has  aropped  sport  is  all  right  again,  and 
some  good  chub  up  to  31b.  have  been  taken  and  brought  in 
here  among  other  takes  of  roach  and  bream.- — A.  Scard. 

Oase  (Huntingdon).— The  weather  has  been  very 
showery,  yet,  notwithstanding  this,  the  water  is  some- 
what clearer  than  last  week,  and  in  consequence  sport  is 
only  moderate.  Rudd  have  been  feeding  fairly  well, 
particularly  in  the  evenings,  fish  reaching  nearly  21b. 
have  been  caught  in  the  Hartford  waters.  A  perch  of 
lib.  13|oz.  has  also  been  taken.  Anglers  who  contemplate 
visiting  the  main  river  between  Houghton  and  Hartford  are 
advised  to  postpone  their  visit  for  a  short  time,  as  the  weed 
cutting  is  now  in  fall  swing,  and  the  weeds,  as  they  float 
down  to  Hoaghton,  will  render  fishing  anything  but 
pleasant  until  the  weed  cutters  have  finished  their  opera- 
tions, which  in  all  probability  will  be  in  about  a  fort- 
night.—B. 

Onse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— River  weedy ;  water  low 
and  bright.  Yet  good  samples  of  perch,  tench,  and  roach 
have  been  taken ;  bat  we  are  anticipating  the  weeds  being 
cut  in  a  fortnight  from  now,  and  the  river  being  open  from 
end  to  end,  which  will  facilitate  matters.  We  have 
reserved  a  prize  value  £5  6s.,  and  also  one  £1  Is.  exclusive 
to  our  London  members;  guarded  to  them  only. — E. 

CO^LINSON. 

Flymonth. — All  our  rivers  are  now  in  splendid  condi- 
tion after  the  heavy  rain  of  the  past  week.  Very  good 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  reported  to  me.  One  fisherman  on 
the  Tavy  had  a  basket  of  thirty-five,  weighing  S^lb.  ;  also 
another  basket  contained  a  trout  which  weigued  2ilb. — it 
was  in  capital  condition.  Some  excellent  baskets  have  also 
been  taken  in  the  higher  waters  of  the  Meavy.  A  salmon 
Olb.  in  weight  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  one  of  our  fishermen 
on  the  Tavy.  I  have  also  heard  of  several  nice  peal  being 
t'ken.  This  fp'  aks  well  for  the  condition  of  the  Tavy. — 
Wii.i-iA.M  IIkarjjkb. 

Bevern,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neoh). — More  rain  has  fallen  in  this  neighbourhood  during 
the  past  week,  and  in  consequence  all  these  rivers  have 
been  much  above  their  summer  level,  and  of  a  most  pro- 
nounced peaty  colour,  but  at  present  they  are  fast 
recovering  from  the  effects  of  the  rainfall,  especially  the 


Tanat,  and  as  the  barometer  is  now  gradually  rising  there 
is  every  prospect  of  more  settled  weather,  which  will  be 
as  welcome  now  to  farmers  as  to  anglers,  as  the  hay 
harvest  has  now  become  general  in  this  vicinity.  Owing 
to  the  thunder  showers  the  run  of  eels  still  continues, 
and  as  the  close  time  has  now  expired  they  may  be  taken 
in  these  streams  as  well  as  the  coarse  fish ;  but  it  is  not 
generally  known  that  in  all  salmon  rivers  the  close  time 
for  eels  commences  on  Jan.  1  in  each  jear  and  extends 
to  Junn  24,  both  inclusive,  and  for  want  of  this  necessary 
knowledge  one  person  was  last  week  summoned  for  taking 
eels  from  the  Severn  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shrewsbury ; 
but,  as  he  pleaded  ignorance  of  the  law  in  this  respect,  he 
was  let  off  on  payment  of  costs.  The  best  sport  in  the 
Severn  and  Yyrnwy  is  still  with  coarse  fish,  as  the  water 
is  not  yet  in  good  condition  for  the  fly.  The  Tanat  is  in 
better  condition,  and  the  favoarite  flies  on  this  river 
appear  to  be  the  Coch-y-bondhu  and  Red  Spinner. — 
Vyrnwy. 

tftonr  (Bures,  SuflFolk).— The  water  ia  very  clear. 
Althongh  we  have  had  several  heavy  showers,  there  has 
not  been  enough  to  put  any  stream  on,  or  any  colour 
into  the  river.  A  few  decent  fish  have  been  taken  since 
the  commencement  of  the  season — rudd  up  to  lib.  12oz. 
and  roach  up  to  lib.  6oz. — and  though  a  few  bream  have 
been  taken,  they  have  run  small.  Paste  or  caddis  are  the 
best  baits  at  present. — W.  T  Bainbridge. 

Stour  (Qjrove  Ferry,  Kent), — During  the  past  week 
been  favoured  with  several  heavy  showers,  which  has 
greatly  improved  the  river,  and  sport  has  been  better. 
Anglers  from  Ramsgate  and  Deal  have  had  sime  nice 
samples  of  roach.  On  June  24  Mr.  J.  Whetlhonse 
(Blaokfriars  A.S.)  had  121b.  roach;  Mr.  J.  Smith 
(Bermondsey  Brothers)  had  171b.  roach ;  also  Messrs. 
Whichelow  and  Costin  (South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials) 
had  good  shows,  roach  up  to  IJlb.  One  or  two  very  good 
bream  were  also  taken.  Weather  been  very  unsettled, 
windy  and  showery. — H. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours.— Balmy 
June  the  poet  sings  of,  but  here  are  we  on  the  verge  of 
July,  wearing  great  coats  and  wondering  if  Old  Sol  will 
condescend  to  gljrify  us  with  his  warmth  and  presence. 
Anglers  have  been  numerous,  but  sport  wretchedly  bad. 
Tho  Hamsey  portion  of  the  Ouse  has  been  well  tried,  with 
but  indifferent  results.  The  tidal  water  of  the  Adur  has 
opened  well.  Several  good  carp  have  been  taken,  and 
several  anglers  bewail  lost  and  broken  tackle  with  heavy 
fish.  Roach  have  fed  fairly  well.  Carp  of  4|.b.  and  SJlb. 
have  been  secured  by  Mr.  Dnrrant.  Mr.  Pain  was  success- 
ful among  the  bream  on  the  Cuokmere,  taking  a  basket  of 
6ilb.  Trouting  in  the  western  streams  has  been  almost  a 
failure.  A  brace  of  lib.  fish  were  taken  recently  from  the 
Rother  with  minnow,  but  roach  seem  quite  off.  Scores  of 
anglers  have  tried  Chichester  Canal,  and  numbers  of 
small  fry  have  been  caught,  but  nothing  exceeding  a  bream 
of  Hlb.  Eels  have  been  captured  witn  dead  bait  up  to  21b. 
There  are  but  few  smelts  in  the  harbjurs.  Small  bass,  a 
few  flatfish,  and  eels  is  all  I  hear  of.  With  a  change  of 
temperature  all-round  fishing  will,  doubtless,  improve. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North.  Devon). — Rain  has  fallen  copiously, 
wind  has  blown  gales,  and  the  cold  is  very  much  against 
attempting  to  spend  any  time  by  the  water  side.  Last 
Friday  I  saw  a  nice  ca'.ch  of  trout,  which,  although  it 
surprised  the  gentleman,  is  nothing  to  what  was  done  a 
year  or  two  back  in  the  same  water.  Flies  which  have  the 
fishes'  attraction  are  the  Pinket  and  Blue  Upright. 
Lynmouth  waters  are  fished  successfully  this  season,  and 
many  visitors  are  about. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (&ndiow).— The  Temein  this  part  still  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  ia  capital  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and  heavy  rain  has 
bsen  had,  and  very  cold  nights,  and  more  like  April  than 
mid-sammer.  The  rain  has  not  altered  the  river  at  all, 
but  it  has  certainly  refreshed  it,  and  the  fish  have  been 
more  on  the  move  and  are  inclined  to  sport  more,  and  a 
good  few  anglers  have  been  out.  The  flies  used  are  the 
Blue  Dun,  Red  Spinner,  Orl,  Yellow  Dun,  Sky  Blue, 
Orange  Palmer,  and  White-winged  Coachman,  and  moths 
for  evening.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  good  with  worm, 
and  some  fine  trout  have  been  landed  with  the  minnow. 
On  Saturday  a  good  basket  of  trout  were  landed  with  the 
fly.  On  Monday  four  brace  of  good  trout  were  taken 
bottom  and  minnow  fishing.  On  Tuesday  some  good  sport 
was  had  with  the  fly.  With  fine  weather  there  is  every 
prospect  of  good  sport.  On  Saturday  the  otter  hounds 
were  out  on  the  Teme,  and  drew  up  to  Barrett's  Mill,  an^ 
had  a  good  hunt,  but  missed  killing.  On  up  stream  they 
came  on  two  otters,  and  after  good  sport  killed  both.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Ciun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  good 
order.  Sport  in  them  has  improved  of  late,  and  good  fish 
landed. — 8.  Ludlow. 

Temo  (TenDury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
visited  by  some  good  falls  of  rain  dariag  the  past  week, 
and  it  was  thought  the  river  would  have  been  coloured, 
but  it  made  very  little  difference  to  the  water,  which  is 
now  clear  and  in  capital  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom 
fishing.  The  rain  hos  refreshed  the  river,  and  has  brought 
trout  well  00  the  feed,  and  they  have  been  li  ing  well  and 
taking  Blue  Dun,  Sky  Blue,  Orange  Palmer,  Red  Spinner, 
Coachman,  and  moths,  and  some  nice  lots  ot  trout  lauded, 
and  if  the  weather  will  only  hold  fine  and  ge'.  a  little 
warmer  sport  will  be  g'^od  in  this  district  wiih  fly  and 
bottom  baits.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  ail  clear. 

—  WoRCKKTKB. 

Trent  (Newark).  —  Since  Thursday  neither  surface 
nor  bottom  fishers  have  met  with  mucii  sucoesd,  a  htavy 
storm  on  that  evening  having  cooled  the  temperature  and 
put  down  the  chub,  and  scarcely  a  rise  can  now  be  dis- 
cerned. Following  np  his  previous  good  sport,  on  the  day 
above  mentioned,  Mr.  David  Slater  landed  fifty-ei^ht 
chub,  best  21b.  U^cz.,  bis  takes  for  three  days  reaching 
176.   Eels  and  flounders  have  been  bagged,  and  a  couple 
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of  barbel  I  have  seen,  51b.  93oz.  and  41b.,  were  in  grand 
condition.  Bream,  roach,  dace,  and  perch  are  not  taking 
freely.  On  Monday  the  Trent  came  on  eometbing  like 
2ft  .  but  is  now  subsiding. — Tbentsider. 

Welland  (Maiket  Deep)ng).— The  commencement 
of  the  season  in  this  district  was  inaugnrated  with  very 
satisfactory  reeuUs,  and  catches  were  excellent  in  some 
instance?.  Mr.  Hntobings  captured  a  good  basket  of 
dace ;  Mr.  W.  Dexter  larded  two  perch  scaling  llcz.  and 
8:z.  respectively  ;  and  Mr.  Ease  bad  seme  capital  sport 
among  the  roach  and  dace  — E.  A  8. 

Wey  ( Shalf  jrd). — Eains  lately  greatly  improved  the 
state  of  the  river,  and  some  good  specimen  bream  have 
been  taken  by  local  anglers.  On  Sanday  last  several 
London  anglers  down,  one  south  London  club  member 
having  good  bag  with  specimen  bream.  Early  and  late 
fishing  is  the  order. — H. 

Wey  (Woking).— Water  in  good  condition,  but  not 
many  fish  caught.  Best  fish  seen  aa  yet  were  chub,  one 
weighing  3 Jib.,  and  others  from  l|lb.  to  2|lb.  We  had 
heavy  storms  on  Monday,  but  with  tine  weather  we  should 
get  some  nice  fishing  towards  the  end  of  the  week. — 
W.^TsiDE  Wanderek. 

Witham,  (bo.  (Bfld-LlnoolnBhlre).— Anglers  on 
the  Witbam  wUl  be  glad  to  learn  that  orders  have  been 
given  for  weed  cutting.  For  a  time  floating  weeds  will 
interfere  with  sport ;  but  it  is  better  now  than  later  on 
that  the  work  should  be  commenced.  Bream  can  best  be 
got  very  often  by  boat  fishing,  and  bream  is  a  fish  getting 
most  attention.  About  Bardney  is  the  district  where 
angling  has  been  the  most  remunerative,  and  bream 
fishing  has  been  best,  some  of  the  heaviest  specimens 
running  up  to  51b.  each.  Tench  have  also  been  secured, 
but  roach  are  still  off.  Shoals  of  bream  have  been 
noticed  about  Chapel  Hill ;  but  the  sport  here  and  also 
about  Kirkstead  leaves  room  for  improvement.  Still,  on 
the  river  it  is  quite  up  to  the  average.  Among  the  drains 
Mount  Pleasant  is  best  spoken  of,  solely  for  its  bream 
fishing.  About  the  island  many  a  stone  of  fish  have  come 
to  hand,  specimens  running  to  4Jlb.  each.  The  Hob  Hole 
drain,  at  Old  Leake,  is  not  so  forward,  but  bream  is  in 
evidence,  and  there  are  also  great  quantities  of  roach.  In 
the  course  of  a  week  or  two  this  will  be  a  good  rendezvous. 
— Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  weather 
during  the  past  week  has  been  very  unsettled,  and  the 
above  rivers  have  been  discoloured  at  times,  so  that 
bottom  fishing  had  to  be  resorted  to  on  euch  parts  where 
permitted.  I  hear  of  ore  exceptionally  fine  fish  taken 
from  the  Wye  near  Hoddon,  its  weight  being  41b.  12oz. 
Several  members  of  the  Darley  Dale  Club  have  obtained 
a  few_  good  fish  ;  also  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  water  having  yielded  some  nice  fish.  Mr. 
Dale,  on  Saturday  evening,  three  brace;  Mr.  Clark, 
fishing  with  minnow  at  Matlock  Bath  from  a  boat,  one 
trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Cooper,  one  trout  and  one  grayling  ; 
Mr.  Buxton,  two  or  three  nice  trout ;  J.  Henetock,  one 
trout.  On  Tuesday  we  had  a  very  nice  woodland  water 
on  the  Derwent,  and  several  were  out  bottom  fishing ; 
Mr.  Eobinson,  one  brace ;  and  when  the  water  clears 
■port  should  be  better  with  the  following  flies :  Yellow 
Dun,  Olive  Dun,  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Dotterel 
Hackle,  Sand  Fly,  and  Orange  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Bnilth  Wells).— River  clearing  after  a  flood. 
Will  be  fighable  for  salmon  from  Wednesday,  June  27. 
Trout  fishing  should  be  good  for  some  weeks. — W.  B. 
Roberts. 

Tore,  Swa^e,  Whaifa,  Nidd,  Derwent.  Onse, 
etc.,  Yorkshire. — Thunderstorms  have  certainly  inter- 
fered with  angling,  and  in  a  measure  caused  sport  to  be 
somewhat  uncertain,  but  on  the  whole  it's  been  "grand 
fishing  weather  "  for  fully  a  fortnight  now,  and  there  is 
a  decided  improvement  to  record  as  far  as  trout  fishing  is 
concerned,  and  some  heavy  baskets  have  been  made  in  the 
upper  waters  of  all  our  rivers.  I  fished  a  tributary  of  the 
Tore  on  Monday,  and  in  four  hours'  fishing  caught  fifty 
trout.  The  lot  weighed  141b. ;  they  took  the  natural 
minnow  well,  and  aa  the  water  fined  the  Bracken  Clock  as 
well,  if  not  better.  My  creel  was  crammed  full,  and  I 
could  have  filled  another ;  I,  however,  found  the  one  I  had 
quite  heavy  enough  before  I  reached  home.  On  the  same 
day  Mr.  Cojlinson  had  a  good  pannier  of  nice  fish  ;  Mr. 
Cookson  thirty  fish  ;  Mr.  Chaytor  and  other  anglers  tound 
sport  all  that  could  be  desired.  The  main  river  a  few  miles 
away  was  too  thick  for  anything  beyond  worm  fish- 
ing, but  at  Aysgarth  Mr.  Fox  has  had  capital  sport 
of  late,  and  baa  killed  a  lot  of  good  trout ;  and  Mr. 
Kitchen,  the  station  master,  who  is  a  keen  hatd 
with  the  rod,  informs  me  that  two  or  three  Leeds 
anglers  have  done  well  of  late.  I  visited  Hawes  on 
Tneiday.  Unfortunately,  James  Blades  was  off  to  Lake 
Bemmewater,  with  two  gentlemen,  and  I  had  not  the 
pleasure  of  his  companionship.  I  found  the  Yore  in  fine 
trim  for  either  fly  or  minnow,  but  were  as  hard  to  catch  as 
they  were  easy  on  the  previous  day.  There  was  a  lot  of 
fly  on  the  water,  but  the  ominous  thunder  "  packs  "  that 
continually  gathered  over  Shunnor  Fell  evidently  was  the 
cause  of  the  fish  not  rising,  and  all  I  got  was  a  few  small 
fish  in  my  couple  of  hours  on  the  Association  waters. 
Later  on  in  the  evening  the  fish  rose  well  to  the  Bracken 
Clock  and  Knotted  Midge.  In  the  Cover,  yesterday,  Mr. 
Manghan  got  thirty  nice  fish,  all  with  the  Blue  Haokle  and 
Green  Body.  Mr.  Simpson,  of  Leeds,  who  is  staying  at  the 
Cover  Bridge  Inn,  is  having  good  sport.  My  Swaledale 
correspondent  says  Mr.  F.  Lupton,  solicitor,  of  Thirsk, 
who  is  at  present  on  his  annual  summer  fishing  tour  in  the 
Swale  at  Topcliffe,  &c.,  recently  had  good  sport.  Sport 
all  ronnd  has  improved,  and  some  fine  dishes  of  trout  have 
been  caught  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Richmond,  Reetb, 
and  Downham.  On  one  day  he  killed  five  chub,  weighing 
over  a  stone,  by  long  distance  castmg  with  live  minnow  in 
rough  waternear  Leckby,  the  weights  being  41b.,  31b.  ;ioz,, 
3rb.  2oz.,  and  lib,  12oz.;  total,  141b.  3oz.  Although  during 


the  last  few  days  sport  has  somewhat  fallen  oS,  on 
Friday  last  Mr,  F.  Newey,  of  York,  the  holder  of  the 
Black  Ox  Angling  Cup  and  Championship,  had  a  turn  on 
the  Black  Ox  water,  and  he  showed  a  dozen  very  fine  fish, 
mostly  giay'iag  ar  d  dace,  which  he  had  taken  with 
maggot.  Mr.  J.  King  also  on  Thursday  night  caught 
three  and  a  halt  brace  of  trout  and  coarse  fish  in  the  Bedale 
Beck  with  the  worm.  He  had  a  very  fine  specimen  of 
g^rayling  amongst  the  catch.  The  York  Anglers  had  also 
a  nice  catch  of  grayling,  chub,  und  dace,  which  they  had 
caught  by  swimming  the  maggot  in  the  club  water.  The 
bf  .st  fish  they  caught  were  in  the  water  below  the  Stone 
Bridge.  Another  Leeming  anglar  also  caught  several  fine 
specimens  of  fish  during  last  week.  On  Saturday  th'tre 
was  a  big  beat  up  of  anglers  for  the  Swale  from  Stockton. 
Northallerton,  &c.  A  heavy  thunderstorm  interfered 
with  sport.  A  Northallerton  angler,  who  is  well  known, 
tried  a  little  fishing  on  private  water.  Putting  on  the 
Yellow  Sally,  a  Cockabundy,  and  a  Blue  Dun,  he  had  fair 
sport,  but  nearly  all  the  fish  had  to  be  returned  to  the  water 
on  account  of  being  undersized.  He  then  had  recourse  to 
the  maggot,  and,  despite  the  fact  that  it  "  rained  cats  and 
dogs,"  he  persevered,  and  oaught  two  brace  of  very 
fine  trout.  The  chang?able  weather  of  the  past  week 
has  greatly  interfered  with  anglers  in  trout  waters  in  the 
West  Riding,  although  on  one  or  two  days  a  few  good 
panniers  of  trout  have  been  taken  with  minnow  spun  on 
the  Ariel  Flight.  The  thunder,  which  has  hung  about  for 
a  week  or  so,  has  caused  the  fish  to  feed  very  erratically, 
and,  owing  to  the  heavy  rains,  waterproofs  have  been  in 
great  request.  Since  the  opening  day  of  the  bottom  fish- 
ing season  a  great  mmy  anglers  have  visited  Ullerskelf 
and  Tadcaster  on  the  Wharfe ;  Mr.  Pickeragill  and  his 
son  have  had  exceptional  good  baskets  of  mixed  fish, 
averaging  from  101b.  to  201b.  I  reported  last  week  that 
the  Leeds  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers  had  turned  a 
lot  of  chub  into  their  water  at  Roundhay  Park,  Since 
then  another  266  chub  have  been  turned  in,  making 
altogether  over  500  fish,  all  averaging  from  fib.  to  about 
31b,  Several  of  the  Leeds  Angling  Clubs  have  already 
visited  the  lake.  My  son  had  a  run  on  Saturday  evening, 
for  a  change  of  air,  and  saw  about  sixty  fishing,  but  spsrt 
was  very  slow.  The  Derwent  has  not  fished  at  all 
well  since  the  opening  day,  very  little  has  been 
done.  "  Ronald "  writes  me,  "  I  accompanied  a 
party  of  York  Herald  Angling  Club  to  the  Wharfe, 
at  Nun  Appleton,  on  Saturday,  but  there,  as  every- 
where else,  the  outings  were  spoilt  by  the  heavy 
downpour  of  rain.  Your  humble  servant  managed 
the  first  prize  with  about  21b.  of  fish.  The  roach  are  in  a 
very  bad  condition  as  yet."  The  York  Phoenix  Association 
Club  fished  at  Sutton-on -Derwent,  by  kind  permission  of 
Mr.  J.  Carlton,  of  Manor  Farm,  Sutton-on-Derwent. 
The  following  are  the  prize  winners  :  1st,  W.  Smith  ;  2Dd, 
T.  Hunter  ;  3rd,  J.  Smith ;  4th,  R.  Bardy ;  5th,  J.  Atkin- 
son ;  6th,  H.  Thompson;  7th,  J.  Snowden;  8th,  H.  Key; 
9th,  A.  Pratt ;  10th,  T.  Graham ;  11th,  C.  Armstrong  ; 
12th,  J.  Prince  ;  13th  and  14th,  L.  Apton  and  J.  Harris, 
ties;  15th,  E.  Markham ;  16th,  A.  Hornby;  17th.  T. 
Davies;  18th,  R.  Cullum ;  19th,  S.  Clack;  20th,  2l8t, 
and  22nd,  G.  Hornby,  T.  Charlton,  and  C.  Smith,  ties. 
T.  Hunter,  special  for  the  largest  fish  ;  R.  Bardy,  special 
for  largest  flounder  ;  J.  Prince,  special  for  largest  eel ;  J. 
Smith,  J.  Atkinson,  A.  Pratt,  and  G.  Graham,  ties  for 
largest  variety  prize.  The  result  of  the  George  IV. 
(York)  Angling  Society's  match  is  as  follows :  1st,  A. 
Willis,  51b.  foz. ;  2nd,  T.  Coop,  3lb.  IS^oz. ;  3rd,  F.  Met- 
calfe, 3Jlb. ;  4th,  R.  Lawson,  21b.  15ioz.  ;  5th,  W.  Hill, 
21b.  12|oz.;  6th,  J.  Thompson,  21b.  12|oz. ;  7th,  W. 
HendeiBon,  21b.  lOJoz. ;  8th,  J.  Hill,  21b.  7oz.;  9th,  W. 
Spink,  21b.  7oz.;  lOth,  A.  Frankish,  21b.  7oz. ;  A.  Fer- 
rare.  lib,  lljoz. ;  Olliver,  lib.  lljoz. ;  J.  Metcalfe,  15Joz. ; 
E.  Watson,  21b.  2Joz. ;  J.  Foster,  21b.  loz. ;  R.  Robin- 
son, 74OZ. ;  S.  Pratt,  13|oz.  ;  and  J.  Webster,  lib.  8|oz. 
The  Nidd  has  been  rather  discoloured  owing  to  letting 
off  the  reservoir  water ;  a  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Mr. 
MoBon  and  son  have  had  very  fair  sport  at  Ribston  Park, 
the  best  fish  being  a  trout  about  lib. ,  caught  with  spinning 
minnow.  On  the  Wharfe,  sport  on  the  Otley  length  has 
not  been  good ;  better  baskets  have  been  got  on  the  Ilkley 
length,  Mr.  Shepherd  having  good  sport,  his  basket  being 
the  best  of  the  week.  Mr.  Whiteley,  fishing  at  Pool,  has 
had  sport  with  fly,  the  best  flies  being  Knotted  Midge, 
Brown  Owl,  Poult  Bloa,  Orange  Dotterel,  and  Light 
Watchet.  On  Monday  the  weather  forecast  was  not  at  all 
promising  for  the  trout  fisher,  the  wind  changing  to  every 
quarter.  Although  it  has  been  very  fine,  with  bright  sun- 
shine at  intervals  during  the  day,  cold  winds  have  pre- 
vailed at  nights.  The  Wharfe  and  the  Ilkley  lengths  have 
been  fishing  well.  Mr.  Noble  and  friend  have  had  very  good 
sport  amongst  the  trout  with  upstream  worm.  Mr.  J. 
Hirst,  fishing  on  the  lower  reaches,  has  had  good  sport 
amongst  the  roach,  dace,  barbel,  perch,  and  trout,  his  best 
fish  being  a  barbel  weighing  5ilb.,  also  a  perch  weighing 
Ijlb.  Mr.  Stanley,  fishing  at  Rouudhay  Park  Lake,  had  good 
sport  amongst  the  chub  on  Monday  evening,  landing  several 
good  fish,  averaging  Ijlb.  and  losing  several  others. — 
J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegraph, — All  our  trout  streams  keep  in  excel- 
lent trim  for  angling.  I  have  had  good  sport  daily  this 
week,  and  most  anglers  out  have  made  good  bags. 
Prospects  for  next  week  could  not  be  better.  Best  flies  : 
Bracken  Clock,  Brown  Owl,  Dotterel,  Yellow  Dotterel, 
Orange,  Knotted  Midge,  Greenwell's  Glory,  and  Poult 
Bloa;  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon  and  nitural  minnow 
are  also  killing  well ;  the  gentle  is  the  best  lure  for  roach, 
&o. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 


AkebiOAn  Books. — A  catalogae  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Absrfeldy    (Breadalbane   Arms),— Mr,    P,  L, 

Ferguson  and  Ki  .VlcGee,  fjHhing  Loch-na-Craig,  got  a 
nice  busket  of  ti.  n^  weiiihiae  71b.  on  June  27. 

Altnacealgacta  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.). 
— On  15tii,  Mr.  und  Mrs.  H.  N.  Oampb»  11  Lo»dou,  on  Loch 
Cama.  tour  dozen  trout,  151b,  ;  Dr.  Gr^i;J,  Wakefield,  and 
Mr.  Croul,  Edinburgh,  a  tirailar  baeket  on  sime  loch; 
Messrs.  Usher,  a  basket  of  20ib  ;  Col  Dickinson,  Londi  n, 
on  Loch  Bcarlan,  twenty  trout,  61b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barrett,  on  Loch  Uriaill,  8ib. ;  Mr.  Chalmers,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  thirty-eight,  111b.  On  16:h  and  18  h  the  eame 
anglers  were  out.  and  baskets  ran  up  to  1.30  trout,  30ib., 
most  by  Messrs.  Croal  and  Greig.  On  19  h,  Mr.  Chalmers, 
on  Veyaiie,  three  dnzen,  111b.  ;  Messrs.  Usher,  on 
Boarlan,  ten  dozen,  27lb. ;  Messrs.  Croal  and  Greig,  1.30 
trout,  311b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett,  on  Urigill,  191b. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  H.  N.  Campbell,  on  Veyatie,  two  and  a  quarter 
dozen,  81b. ;  and  Mr,  Halcro,  Sunderland,  on  Urigill, 
eighty-six  trout,  221b.  On  20th,  baskets  ran  up  to  291b. 
On  21st.  Croal  and  Greig,  on  Urigill,  ten  dozen,  29ib. ; 
Messrs.  Usher,  on  Cama,  sixty-nine,  181b.  ;  Chalmers,  on 
Urigill,  eighty-seven,  221b.  ;  MacLaren  and  Coupar,  on 
Cama,  18lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell,  on  Cama,  forty, 
121b. ;  Halcro,  on  Veyatie,  forty,  121b. ;  and  Howard,  on 
Boarlan,  two  dozen,  81b.  On  22ad  baskets  ranged  np  to 
231b.— B. 

Bonarbridge  (Sntherland,  N.B.).— Anglers  from 
Bridge  Hotel  ha\  a  recently  fished  Loch  Migdale  with  the 
following  result  :  On  June  19,  Rev.  R.  Hutchinson,  Tain, 
in  two  hours,  five  trout,  2lb. ;  and  Mr.  J.  MacPherson, 
nine,  4ilb.  On  23rd,  Sheriff  Mackenzie,  Tain,  thirteen 
trout,  71b.,  five  of  them  weighing  Jib.  each.  On  Monday, 
Major-Gen.  Waddington,  eight,  3|lb. ;  and  Mr.  A.  D. 
Mackenzie,  twenty-one,  O^lb. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Itiddle. — The  rain  has  considerably 
improved  the  angling.  Fishing  in  the  reserved  water,  Mr. 
Majoribanks  had  a  salmon  of  91b.  and  a  good  basket  of 
yellow  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Turnbull  had  121b.  of  yellow  trout 
in  the  Westerkirk  water  of  the  Esk;  Mr.  H.  Carruthers 
killed  two  sea  trout  in  the  water  below  Langholm  ;  Mr. 
Bell  had  a  basket  of  9lb.  in  the  upper  tributaries  ;  Mr.  F. 
Story  caught  a  sea  trout,  l^lb.,  in  the  Island  strevm  ;  Mr. 
W.  Ballantyne  had  a  sea  trout,  IJlb  ,  with  fly  at  Glentirra; 
Mr.  J.  Telford,  a  sea  trout,  at  the  Souie  Pool,  with  worm. 
Some  fine  baskets  of  yellow  trout  are  being  made.  Mr. 
C.  Elliot  had  81b.  in  the  Ewes;  Mr.  J.  Liidla^  had  a 
good  basket  in  Tarras  ;  Mr.  Wm.  Ross  had  four  sea  trout 
in  Langholm  water  cn  Monday,  and  Mr.  G.  S.  Grant  had 
several  sea  trout  in  the  same  water ;  Mr.  Walter  Scott 
caught  one  sea  trout  below  Langholm  ;  Mrs.  Joe  Anderson 
creeled  fourteen  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches,  many 
of  them  Jib.  weight ;  Mr.  W.  Turnbull  caught  one  sea  trout 
behind  the  distillery.  In  the  Netherby  and  Duke  of  Bnc- 
cleuch'sreseived  water  sport  has  not  been  up  to  the  average. 
Mr.  Carruthers  has  been  very  successful  with  yellow  trout 
in  the  upper  tributaries,  he  and  Mr.  BeU,  at  one  fishing, 
creeling  26ib.  Sea  trout  have  penetrated  to  the  very  top 
of  Eskdale,  which  is  unusually  early  for  them,  and  a  good 
many  have  been  caught  since  last  report,  the  rises  in  the 
river  having  caused  them  to  lun  through  the  lower  waters. 
Tha  Canonbie  water  is  affording  good  sport,  both  in  sea 
trout  and  yellow  trout.  Mr.  J.  Hotson  caught  three  sea 
trout  in  the  Long  Pool ;  Mr.  J.  Graham,  Hollows,  killed 
three  sea  trout  in  the  mid  reaches ;  Miss  Church,  Park 
House,  Canonbie,  had  a  sea  trout  with  fly,  and  some 
yellow  trout,  below  old  Canonbie  Bridge ;  Mr.  Todrick, 
Haddington,  staying  at  the  Cross  Ke;8  Hotel,  had  a  sea 
trout  of  21b.  in  the  Long  Pool ;  Mr.  D.  Calowt  killed  two 
sea  trout  in  Canonbie  water  ;  Mr.  A.  Porteous  had  a  sea 
trout  and  a  good  creel  of  yellow  trout;  Mr.  W.  Edgar 
killed  a  sea  trout,  21b. ,  and  a  lot  of  good  yellow  trout  at  a 
night  fishing  ;  Mr.  F.  Little  creeled  seven  sea  trout,  one 
weighing  4lb.,  in  the  Canonbie  water  ;  Mr.  G.  Law  caught 
three  sea  trout,  one  weighing  41b. ;  Mr.  J.  Graham 
caught  three  sea  trout  in  the  mid  reaches  ;  Mr.  R.  Steel 
had  seven  sea  trout,  one  weighing  41b. ;  Messrs.  W. 
Edgar  caught  three  sea  trout;  Mr.  W.  Blaylock, 
three;  Mr.  A.  Nicholson,  two;  Mr.  S.  McKune,  one; 
and  Mr.  Byers,  two,  all  in  the  Canonbie  water. 
A  number  of  sea  trout  are  now  being  caught  in  the  Liddle, 
and  grand  sport  is  being  got  with  yellow  trout.  Mr.  W. 
Murray  killed  91b.  at  a  fishing  in  the  lower  waters  below 
Penton  Bridge;  Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour.  Largholm,  had  a  sea 
trout  on  the  lower  reaches.  Fishing  in  the  upper 
waters  on  Monday,  Mr.  G.  Foster  had  three  sea  trout ; 
Mr.  R.  Crozier  had  three  splendid  sea  trout;  Mr.  W. 
Murray  caught  one  sea  trout  and  one  yellow  trout ; 
and  Mr.  W.  Anderson,  two  sea  trout ;  Messrs.  J. 
Beattie,  J.  Walker,  and  W.  Stoddart  had  also  sea  trout 
close  to  the  Copshaw.  Mr.  Wm.  Law  made  a  good  haul 
of  yellow  trout  below  Penton.  In  the  lower  reaches,  Mr. 
A.  Porteous  caught  four  dozen  yellow  trout  with  worm, 
and  at  a  second  fishing  creeled  two  sea  trout ;  Mr.  J. 
Graham,  Canonbie,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Murray,  Canonbie,  had 
each  a  couple  of  nice  sea  trout.  Several  gentlemen 
staying  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  have  been 
succeesf  ul  in  making  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the 
lower  waters  between  Penton  Bridge  and  Liddlefoot.  Mr. 
J.  Hotson  has  done  well  in  the  Liddle  with  yellow  trout ; 
also  some  anglers  staying  at  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm, 
have  made  good  creels  in  the  same  waters.  The  Longtown 
and  Metal  Bridge  waters  are  making  a  better  show  this 
week,  Messrs.  Musgrove,  Johnstone,  and  Scott,  Longtown, 
having  had  good  catches  of  sea  trout  and  yellow  trout. 
Several  anglers  staying  at  the  Metal  Bridge  Hotel  have 
been  very  successful  this  week.  The  Carlisle  anglers  have 
also  done  well.  The  weather  is  very  unsettled,  and  there 
has  been  a  great  deal  of  thunder  with  heavy  rains,  and  the 
rivers  are  considerably  swollen.  On  Saturday  last  a  sharp 
thunderstorm  passed  over  Newcastleton  on  the  Liddle, 
accompanied  by  a  heavy  hailstorm. — Gilxockib, 
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Carron  (Ardgay,  W.B.).— Since  last  reported  very 
little  done,  ihe  Amat  waters  have  yielded  a  few  fiah, 
and  on  FriJay  Mr.  J.  Matheson,  on  Mr.  Coupland's  rod, 
oanstbt  a  12-pounder  on  Grniaards  water. — B. 

Daveron  (Bauffskire). — The  change  of  weather 
dnnng  tie  past  week,  wnen  copious  showers  of  rain  fell, 
provtd  more  tavonraole  to  the  net  fishingB  on  the  river 
Deveron  and  adjacent  coast.  In  the  end  of  last  week  the 
river  was  in  fair  condition  for  fish  ranning,  and  the  nets 
being  off  the  water,  and  the  leaders  in  the  sea  out  over 
Sunday,  no  doubt  gtilse  have  ascended  to  the  upper 
waters.  The  net  fishermen  in  the  middle  of  last  week  had 
a  few  grilse,  the  first  caught  in  the  river  this  season.  They 
appeared  early  in  May  last  year.  Salmon  are  scarce,  and 
sea  troat  are  less  plentiful.  At  some  of  the  stations  on  the 
coast  gcoi  hauls  of  giilse  were  got  in  the  beginning  of  the 
present  week,  and  with  a  continuance  of  wet  weather  fish 
will  draw  to  the  coast,  and  enter  the  river.  Grilse 
average  41b.  to  .5 lb.,  and  salmon  about  121b.  Few  large 
salmon  have  been  got  of  late — H.  W. 

Inohnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — Jane  18,  Mr. 
Hooper,  HiU  Lochs,  forty-five  trout,  17Jlb. ;  Mr.  F.  and 
Miss  flcoper.  Awe,  thirty-six,  121b. ;  Mr.  Frost,  Inver, 
eight,  61b. ;  Mr.  Finlaytor,  Inver,  six,  3Ib.  ;  Mr.  Marshall, 
Gillaroo,  one,  21b.  19th.  Mr.  Finlaytor,  Awe,  thirty-three, 
lljlb. ;  Mr.  Marshall,  Inver,  fourteen,  71b. ;  Mr.  Frost, 
Mid  Assynt,  twelve,  71b. ;  Mr.  F.  and  Miss  Hooper, 
Castle  Bay,  twelve,  61b.  20th.  Mr.  Frost,  Mid  Aesynt, 
twenty,  71b. ;  Mr.  Hooper,  Head  Assynt,  one,  2Jlb. 
2l8t,  Mr.  Gordon,  Awe,  twenty-one,  71b. ;  Mr.  Hooper, 
Gillaroo,  three,  31b. ;  Mr.  Finlaytor,  Head  Assynt,  twelve, 
41b.  ;  Mr.  Marshall,  Inver,  fifteen,  71b. ;  Mr.  F.  and  Miss 
Hooper,^  Castle  Bay,  twelve,  51b.  22nd,  Mr.  Hooper, 
Awe,  thiity-six,  131b. ;  Col.  MacPherson,  Mid  Assynt,  six, 
51b.  ;  Mr.  F.  and  Miss  Hooper,  GiUaroo,  three,  l^lb. ; 
Mr.  Gordon,  Hdl  Lochs,  three,  31b.  23rd,  Mr,  Marshall, 
Awe,  forty-eight,  161b. ;  Mr.  Gordon,  Mid  Assynt,  nine- 
teen. 61b. — W.  Wallace. 

Locli  Katrine  (StronaoMachar).— Fishing  from 
Stronaohlachar  Hotel  on  June  20,  Mr.  TurnbuU  caught 
eighteen  trout ;  Dr.  Bealey,  eight ;  Mr.  Drayson,  seven ; 
Major-Gen  Campbell,  three.  On  June  22  Mr.  Drayson 
had  seventeen;  Mr.  Tarnbull,  thirteen;  Major-Gen. 
Campbell,  nine  ;  Mr  Snewin,  six ;  Mr.  Yule,  four ;  Dr. 
Bealey,  three ;  Dr.  Gowing,  two.  On  the  same  date  six 
members  of  tt>e  Buckland  Angling  Club  held  a  fishing 
competition  on  Loch  Katrine,  when  the  following  were  the 
prizr)  wiciners,  with  the  catches  obtained :  First,  Capt. 
Macfarlane,  twenty  -  five  trout,  weighing  81b.  15oz. ; 
second,  Mr.  Neal  Thomson,  thirteen ;  third,  Mr. 
Fatf'rson,  seven.  On  June  23  Mr.  Drayson  caught  nine 
trout;  Majjr-Gen.  Campbell,  seven ;  Mr.  Tarnbull,  five; 
Sir  Wm.  Marsh,  five;  Dr.  Bealey,  four;  Mr.  Yule,  four. 
Oq  the  same  date  six  members  of  the  Buckland  Angling 
Clab  held  another  fishing  competition  on  Loch  Katrine, 
when  the  following  were  the  prize  winners,  with  the 
catches  received :  First,  Mr.  Brown,  nine  trout,  weighing 
4lb. ;  second,  Mr.  Paterson,  eight,  31b.  9oz.  Out  fishing 
from  lovergyle  House  on  the  same  date,  the  Misses 
Carswell  and  Pringle  caught  a  beautiful  basket  of  eight 
trout,  weighing  5|lb.,  the  largest  beioz  21b.  On  June  25 
Mr.  Tarnbull  caught  twelve  trout ;  Mr.  Ross,  ten ;  Mr. 
Ynle,  ten;  Dr.  Bealey,  eight;  Major-Gen.  Campbell, 
six;  Mr.  Drajson,  four;  Sargeon-Gen.  Fraser,  three; 
Mr.  Seton  Thomson,  two.  Fishing  from  Invergyle  House 
on  sime  date.  Miss  Carswell  and  party  had  an  excellent 
baake::  of  eighteen  beautiful  trout,  weighing  SJlb. — 
Donald  Ferguson. 

Iioolimaddy.— Fishing  from  Loohmaddy  Hotel :  On 
Loob-an-uune,  Mr.  L.  J.  Godson,  twelve  fish,  91b. 
(deaviest  IJlb),  on  21st  inst.  On  Loch  Formosat, 
Capt.  E.  Stokes-Roberts,  two  fish.  21b.  (heaviest  Ijlb  ), 
on  23rd  inst.  On  Loch  Skealtair,  Messrs.  J.  Cook  and  J. 
Gray,  thirty-two  fish,  6Jlb.,  on  same  date.  On  25th  inst., 
on  Stramore,  the  same  party  had  thirteen  fi^h,  61b.  ;  and 
on  same  date,  Capt.  E.  Stokes-Roberts,  fishing  on  Loch 
Formosat,  had  nine  fish,  3^1b.  On  Strumore,  on  same 
date,  Mr.  W.  E.  Thornton  had  six  fish,  21b.;  aad  on 
Loch-an-Dane  the  same  gentleman  had  seven  fish,  4^1b. 
(heaviest  IJlb  ),  on  26';h  inst. 

Ziochleven  (Kinross). — There  has  been  no  improve- 
ment in  sport  during  the  past  week,  though  the  late 
thundery  weather  is  giving  place  to  more  settled  conditions, 
and  better  catches  will  probably  fall,  to  be  recorded  next 
week.  The  following  were  the  clubs  out:  Dunfermline 
(thir  een  rods)  ciptured  sixty-five  trout,  381b.  12oz.  ;  first, 
Mr.  J.  Fortune,  fourteen  trout,  6ib.  4oz.  West  of  Scot- 
land (thirteen  rods),  two  days,  fifty-five  trout,  321b.  13oz., 
and  eighteen  trout,  151b.  The  heaviest  creel  was  got  at 
the  first  competition  by  Mr.  W.  Gillies,  who  had  eight 
trout,  51b.  9  )'/..  Clackmannanshire  (fourteen  rode),  thirty- 
four  trout,  321b. ;  first,  Mr.  A.  Smith,  five  trout,  81b.  ;  his 
heaviest  trout  was  a  beauty  ot  21b.  9^02,  Edinburgh 
Saturday  Angiing  Club  (nineteen  rods),  twenty-four  trout, 
171b.  4oz.  5  first,  Mr.  A.  Loanie,  three  trout,  21b.  5oz. 
Bridge  of  Allan  (seven  rods),  fifty-four  trout, 
401b.  I  hz. ;  first,  Mr.  Stevenson,  nine  troat,  lUb.  2o/.. ; 
heaviest  trout,  21b.  7oz.  Private  parties :  Mr.  J. 
Reid,  Edinburgh,  fourteen  trout,  121b.;  Captain 
Oarnett,  Wyreside,  Lancaster,  killed  in  four  days  eighty- 
six,  6>tlh. ;  Mr.  T.  Laweon,  Glasgow,  fourteen,  9lb.  8  )z.  ; 
Mr.  J  B.  Mills,  Dandoe,  tour  days,  sixty-one,  481b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Cleghorn  and  ex-I'rovost  Black,  Tayport,  thirty,  191b. ; 
Mr.  Mei  zies,  Saltcoats,  twelve,  101b.  8()z. ;  Mr.  J.  B. 
Cl^gh'rn,  Newport,  twenty,  lOib.  ;  Mr.  Oiigood  and  Mr. 
Twining,  LiT'irpool,  in  three  days,  thirty,  231b  8.)z. ;  Mr. 
Dempster,  (ilangow,  fourteen,  101b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Wilson  and 
Mr.  R.  B.  Thorns  jn,  Dandee,  in  two  days,  tliirty-one, 
20lb.  ;  Mr.  Davidw>n,  in  two  days,  thirty-six,  2  lib.  H.)/,. ; 
Mr.  I!.  Fytche,  Fulmer,  sixteen,  lllb. ;  Mr.  K.  L.  Barton, 
Bombay,  eleven,  lllb. ;  Mr.  Storey  and  Mr.  Dodds, 
Berwiok-on-Twe«d,  fifteen,  121b. ;  Mr.  Cutler,  Worcester, 
thirteen,  lOlb.— Rout.  B.  Lainu. 


Loch  Bathveu. — The  past  week  has  been  unfavourable 
for  sport,  and  the  catches  have  been  light.  June  18, 
Messrs.  Williamson  and  Harvey,  twenty-five  trout,  Sib.  ; 
19ch,  thirty-one,  llib  ;  20ch,  twenty-one,  81b. ;  21st, 
B  xteen,  61b. ;  22nd,  twenty-eight,  101b. ;  23rd,  eleven, 
51b. 

Iioch  Stenness  (Orkney).— The  following  gentle- 
men from  the  "Standiug  Stones  Hotel,"  Stenness, 
fished  the  loch  on — Jane  16,  Mr.  Nntman,  seven  trout, 
51b.,  heaviest,  IJIb.  ;  Jane  19,  Mr.  Blackley,  ten  trout, 
71b  ,  heaviest,  l|lb. ;  June  20,  Mr.  Blackley,  five  trout, 
3lb.,  heaviest,  lib. ;  June  21,  Mr.  Rylands,  seven  trout, 
51b.,  heaviest,  IJlb. ;  June  22,  Mr.  Blackley,  seven  trout, 
7ib.,  heaviest,  3ib. ;  June  23,  Mr.  Nutman,  seven  trout, 
51b.,  heaviest,  l|lb. ;  June  25,  Mr.  Nntman,  five  trout, 
31b.,  Mr.  Rylands,  seven  trout,  101b.,  heaviest,  4|lb. — 
John  Mackay. 

Melvi  ih  Hotel  (Sntherlandshire).— Fishing  from 
Melvioh  Hotel  on  Jane  19,  Professor  Purdie  had  eleven 
trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Evans,  six  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Young,  seven 
trout,  51b.  On  Jane  20  there  was  a  severe  thunderstorm 
and  downpour  of  rain,  and  anglers  had  to  return  without 
fishing.  On  June  21,  Messrs.  Purdie  and  Evans  had  fifty- 
six  trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  Young,  five  trout,  51b.  June  22  was 
very  bright,  but  Mr.  Broughton  had  twenty-five  trout, 
141b.  On  June  23,  Mr.  Young  had  twelve  trout,  91b. ; 
Professor  Purdie,  three  trout,  51b.  On  June  25,  Mr. 
Broughton  had  ninety  trout,  301b. ;  Mr.  Young,  fourteen 
trout,  61b. — A.  Macintosh. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— Another  week  of  thunder- 
storms, but  this  time  accompanied  by  excessive  rainfall, 
so  that  the  rivers  and  streams  have  been  moved  con- 
siderably, and  the  prospects  of  the  summer  fishing  greatly 
enhanced.  A  great  many  of  the  regular  rodsmen  have 
left,  which  is  usually  the  case  towards  the  end  of  June. 
On  the  Braemar  waters,  Mr.  McDonald's  gillies  have  been 
very  successful  on  the  Fife  Arms  beat,  whLe  Col.  Moreland 
continues  to  get  an  occasional  fish  on  the  Kindrochet 
water.  The  Ballater  reaches  have  been  too  small  for 
some  time  back,  and  fresh  fish  beginning  to  get  scarce. 
The  Glentana  waters  have  not  been  regularly  fished  since 
Sir  William's  death,  the  ramour  being  that  Glentana  is  to 
be  let.  On  the  Aboyne  waters  an  occasional  fish  is  being 
got  by  Mr.  Sandison  and  the  local  keepers,  while  little 
or  nothing  is  being  done  on  the  lower  waters. 
Mr.  Walker,  of  the  Aberdeen  Fiah  Hatchery,  liberated 
35  ,000  salmon  fry  into  the  Dee  and  Don  at  Crathes  on  the 
former  river,  and  Inverurie  on  the  latter  stream.  The 
Aberdeen  Town  Council  are  to  carry  the  outfall  of  their 
sewage  into  Girdleness.  A  fine  run  of  grilse  was 
experienced  last  yreek,  but  supplies  eince  then  have  been 
falling  off.  A  sturgeon  was  brought  into  the  market  by  a 
trawler,  and  sold  to  Messrs.  Allan  and  Day  for  a  London 
shop.  Lord  Glenesk  had  some  good  sport  on  Loch  Muick, 
and  left  last  week.  The  Brechin  Angling  Club  had  the 
best  day's  outing  last  week  they  have  enjoyed  for  years 
back.  The  first  basket  scaled  121b.  lloz.,  and  the  top 
weight  21b.  6oz.  The  Aberdeen  rook  fishers  are  having  a 
capital  time  of  it  just  now — bar  the  thunder — and  sport  is 
also  rife  on  the  Ythan  tidal,  the  Ugie,  and  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Deveron.  The  Spey  season  has  been  a  com- 
plete failure  all  through. — G.  M. 

O^erscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Laivg,  N.B.). — 
Lochs  Gorm,  Griam,  Merkland,  Fiag,  and  the  various 
beats  of  Loch  Shin  have  been  fished  by  such  a  host  of 
anglers  that  full  daily  details  since  last  reported  cannot  be 
given.  On  June  19,  thirteen  anglers  were  out,  and  the 
total  take  was  233  trout,  921b.,  besides  two  ferox,  lljlb. 
Oq  2l8t,  seventeen  fished,  and  the  heaviest  basket  was  114 
trout,  321b.,  made  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  Coupar  Angus, 
on  Loch  Gorm.  On  22nd,  besides  numerous  good  trout 
baskets,  a  ferox  of  6Jlb.  was  caught  on  Fiag  by  Mr. 
Philip,  Liverpool.  On  23rd,  equally  good  sport  was  got. 
On  Monday,  this  week,  the  sport  was  as  foUowa,  and  will 
give  an  idea  of  the  general  run  of  baskets  :  Messrs.  Bell 
and  Crowe,  Dundee,  on  Loch  Griam,  five  dozen,  161b. ; 
Mr,  Charlea  Walker,  Coupar  Angus,  on  Loch  Gorm, 
seven  and  a  half  dozen,  27lb. ;  Mr.  Clay,  Matlock,  on 
Upper  Fiag,  two  dozen,  121b. ;  Mr.  Philip,  Blundelleands, 
had  a  fair  basket  on  Lower  Mid-Shin ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anderson,  Blundellaands,  on  Upper  Mid-Shin,  two  dozen, 
101b. ;  Colonel  and  Miss  Dixon,  on  Loch  Merkland,  three 
dozen,  121b. ;  Rev.  Arohdeaoon  Piescott  and  Mr.  Presoott, 
Carlisle,  on  Lower  Fiag,  fifty-six,  221b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bickersteth,  Birkenhead,  on  Ltch  Merkland,  fifty-two, 
171b.;  Mr,,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Walker,  Coupar  Angas,  on 
Top  Bhin,  fifteen,  5Jlb.,  besides  a  ferox  of  81b. ;  and  Rev. 
Canon  Faber,  Doncaster,  on  Loch  Merkland,  three  and  a 
quarter  dozen,  101b.  Grand  total  for  the  day,  897  fish, 
aggregating  139  Jib. — B. 

douih  of  Scotland. — There  was  a  heavy  fall  of  rain 
over  the  South  of  Scotland  on  Sunday,  and  the  rivers 
oime  down  in  flood  on  Monday  morning.  During  the  fore 
part  of  the  day  the  water  was  too  muddy  for  making  big 
baskets.  When  the  floods  began  to  subside  a  number  of 
fine  sea  trout  and  yellow  trout  were  caught  on  the  different 
rivers.  Sea  trout  are  not  plentiful  in  some  of  the  streams, 
and  the  nets  are  not  making  any  big  hauls  this  season.  A 
number  of  the  lessees  state  that  the  present  season  is  the 
worst  they  have  known  in  the  firth  for  sea  trout,  and  grilse 
are  apparently  scarce  so  far.  The  beet  run  of  grilse,  how- 
ever, generally  takes  place  in  the  Solway  in  July.  Thr 
NiTii. — This  liver  is  having  the  best  run  of  sea  trout  in 
any  of  the  Solway  rivers  this  season.  In  the  middle  and 
upper  reaches  some  spit  ndid  sea  trout  have  been  caught 
by  the  rods  dating  the  past  fortnight.  The  rain  of  Sun- 
day caused  the  river  and  its  tributaries  to  rise  in  flood. 
Fishing  in  the  Mennooh  waterat  the  junction  of  the  main 
river  on  Monday  an  angler  caught  five  splendid  sea  trout, 
and  three  weighed  over  31b.  each.  The  same  gentleman 
had  a  grand  basket  of  yellow  trout.  Another  angler  in  the 
same  portion  of  the  nver  caught  two  sea  trout  besides  a 
heavy  basket  of  yellow  trout.    Fishing  in  the  higher 


portion  below  Sanquhar,  the  Rsv.  J.  Urquhart,  of  Rothe- 
siy,  was  fortunate  in  landing  a  salmon  of  191b.  A  number 
of  other  rods  had  good  sport  in  the  same  portion  of  the 
river  with  worm  bait  on  Monday.  In  the  Mid-Nithsdale 
section  at  Thomhill  the  season  has  been  a  capital  one  for 
sea  trout,  and  fine  sport  has  been  obtained  during  the 
week.  The  Annan. — This  river  was  in  flood  on  Monday, 
though  it  was  fully  2ft.  lower  than  that  desired  to 
thoroughly  clean  the  bed  of  the  stream.  Mr.  Walter 
Ogilvie  caught  two'  sea  trout,  besides  several  fair-sized 
yellow  trout  in  the  portion  near  Annan  Bridge.  In  the 
Mount  Annan  water  it  was  reported  that  a  lad  killed  a  sea 
trout  of  4i.b.  with  worm  bait.  In  the  Hoddom  Castle 
water  one  angler  landed  three  sea  trout  on  Monday, 
besides  some  twenty  yellow  trout,  with  worm.  Moderate 
baskets  were  taken  in  the  higher  waters.  On  Friday,  Mr. 
Henry  Boyd,  of  Annan,  landed  two  sea  trout,  one  of  whioh 
weighed  2|lb.,  and  he  had  a  brace  of  yellow  trout. 
The  Kirtle. — This  little  border  stream  afforded  fair 
sport  on  Monday.  Fishing  with  worm  bait,  one 
rod  had  about  twenty  yellow  trout,  and  several  other 
anglers  had  from  eight  to  a  dozen  and  a  half  each.  Thk 
Galloway  Rivers. — These  waters  were  all  running  in 
flood  on  Monday,  and  bait  fishers  had  fair  catches  in  the 
different  rivers.  Not  many  sea  trout,  however,  were 
caught,  but  several  nice  baskets  of  brown  trout  were  taken. 
Fishing  on  Loch  Whinyeon  two  Kirkcudbrightshire  anglers 
m3,de  the  record  catch  of  the  season.  Three  visitors 
fishing  with  worm  bait  in  the  upper  Ken  had  a  catch  of 
twenty  trout  each,  averaging  ^Ib. ;  and  two  local  rods  had 
good  sport  on  the  same  river  near  Dairy  village.  On  Looh 
Dee  two  anglers  caught  thirteen  trout.  Loch  Dungeon 
and  two  other  lochs  of  Galloway  afforded  fair  sport,  and 
thirty-six  trout  were  taken.  The  Ayrshire  Ritees 
AND  Lochs. — These  rivers  are  now  in  fine  order,  and 
sport  has  been  improving  this  week.  On  the  Ayr  a  good 
number  of  rods  were  out  on  the  stretch  between  Stair- 
bridge  and  Luggarfoot  on  Saturday,  and  several  fine 
baskets  were  taken.  A  number  of  visitors  fished  Loch 
Doon  of  Dalmellington  with  a  moderate  amount  of 
success.  The  weather  is  unsettled,  and  there  has  been 
thunder  daily  since  Monday. — Heatherbell. 

Staff  jrd  Aims  Hotel  Waters  (Si.oacie,  N.B.).— 
Daring  the  past  week  some  excellent  baskets  were  made 
by  the  following  gentlemen,  viz. :  Messrs.  Hardinge  and 
Wood,  Messrs.  MacRae  and  Whyte,  Mr.  Hardie,  Mr.  D. 
Maclver,  and  others.  Amongst  the  best  baektts  were 
nineteen  trout,  15ib.,  and  eighteen  trout,  141b.,  by  Messrs, 
Adams  and  Stewart.  A  number  of  other  nice  baskets 
were  made.    Lochs  rather  low. — B. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Streams.— 
During  the  time  from  my  last  notes  up  to  Saturday  all  the 
rivers  were  in  grand  fly  fishing  order,  but  the  weather 
changed,  and  with  a  rare  vengeance — rain  in  torrents, 
hailstones  as  large  as  marbles,  while  the  thtmder  and 
lightning  was  something  dreadful.  Accordingly,  as  might 
be  expected,  the  rivers  were  in  full  flood — fully  6it.  on 
Monday  morning — but  to-day  they  have  fined  down 
nicely,  _  and  many  anglers  are  out  trying  their 
luck  with  minnow,  worm,  and  fly.  Each  disciple 
of  old  Izaak,  of  course,  has  his  own  ideas  of 
"  What  will  take,"  and  therefore  a  variety  of  baits 
and  enticements  for  the  capture  of  the  trout  are  always  on 
the  job  at  this  season  of  the  year,  A  few  nights  ago  a 
curious  angling  experience  occurred  to  an  angler  on  the 
Tweed.  Mr.  William  Hood,  who,while  fishing  on  the  Tweed, 
at  Dry  burgh,  hooked  what  appeared  to  be  a  large- sized 
trout,  jadging  from  the  strain  on  the  line  and  the  difiioulty 
in  getting  it  near  the  landing-net.  For  a  white  the  struggle 
between  the  angler  and  fish  went  on,  but  it  soon  after- 
wards became  apparent  what  the  trouble  was  in  the  capture 
of  the  fish.  Not  only  had  Mr.  Hood  hooked  a  fish  of  about 
fib.  in  weight  on  his  end  fly,  but  by  some  means  or  other 
he  had  got  a  waterhen  on  one  of  his  bod-hooks.  To  get 
free  the  waterhen  kept  diving,  and  this  was  the  angler's 
chief  difficulty ;  but  ultimately  he,  by  a  good  deal  of 
angling  skill,  succeeded  in  securing  both  fish  and  fowl. 
The  latter  was  caught  by  one  of  its  legs,  and  is  supposed 
to  have  made  a  dart  at  the  fly  of  the  angler  thinking  it  was 
a  natural  one.  At  the  present  time  there  is  no  salmon 
angling  on  any  of  the  fastnesses,  but  the  late  flood  should 
have  had  the  effect  of  bringing  up  more  clean  ran  fish  from 
the  sea,  and,  at  the  same  time,  luaking  angling  all  round 
more  successful,  both  as  regards  salmon  and  trout  catchers. 
Of  those  who  have  been  most  successful  lately  on  the 
rivers  amongst  the  trout  may  be  mentioned  the  following : 
Mr.  Lauder  Brown,  coach  builder,  Kelso,  on  the  Teviot, 
last  week,  had  a  very  fine  bull  trout  of  41b.  weight,  besides 
having  about  3lb.  of  common  yellow  trout,  all  got  with  fly. 
On  the  Bden,  four  miles  from  Kelso,  Mr.  James  Hogg, 
Kelso,  killed  71b.  of  grand  trout  with  worm,  on  Tuesday, 
two  of  his  trout  being  lib.  and  l^lb.  respectively.  The 
kill  of  the  week,  however,  so  far  as  large  trout  are  con- 
cerned, has  fallen  to  that  skilful  and  excellent  disciple  of 
old  Izaak,  Mr.  Richard  Ormston,  Beaumont-street,  Kelso, 
who,  on  the  Sprouston  water,  with  minnow,  on  'I'uesday 
afternoon,  hooked  and  successfully  landed  a  beautiful 
common  yellow  trout  of  S-^lb.  The  fish  was  in  splendid 
condition,  and  gave  his  captor  a  fine  ran  before  he  yielded 
up  life.  On  the  same  water  Mr.  George  Thompson  haa 
had  baskets  of  trout  weighing  from  31b.  up  to  71b.,  with 
all  kinds  of  lures — minnow,  worm,  and  fly.  On  the 
Teviot,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Duncan  Hill,  Queen's  Head 
Hotel,  Kelso,  had  a  fine  dish  of  trout  with  minnow, 
weighing  61b.,  and  three  of  his  fish  were  scaled  at  lib.  each. 
Mr.  James  Blake,  Merchant-square,  Kelao,  on  the  Teviot, 
on  Wednesday,  had  a  nice  31b.  basket,  while  on  the 
previous  day  he  had  just  close  on  61b., three  of  his  trout  in 
the  latter  basket  bringing  down  the  scale  at  3^lb. — all  his 
fish  were  killed  with  minnow  on  both  days.  Many  other 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  killed  on  both  the  main  rivers, 
but  the  above  takes  are  the  most  authentic  and  best.— 
Maxwhebl. 
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IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballina  (Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels  Private 
Wateis;. — The  liioing  ou  the  river  Moy  for  the  past 
week  has  beea  pr^cically  useless  owinj  to  the  very  heavy 
rain  and  floods.  As  I  write  the  river  is  falliag,  and  there 
are  a  great  nnmber  nf  grilse  showing  themsolves. 
Some  visitors stajing  at  JGjttnorabbey  Hotel,  LoughConn, 
have  had  fair  sport  danag  the  week.  Rev.  F.  W.  Haden 
killed  four  or  five  nice  trout,  on  an  average  of  21b.,  and 
also  I  mt  pike,  the  largest  weighing  201b.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Howsrd  lost  a  few  ralmon  ou  the  minnow,  aad  killed  a  few 
good  trout.  Mr.  Eist  kUlfd  a  grilse  on  the  26Dh  weighing 
71b.  and  lost  a  pike  stated  to  have  been  over  201b.  The 
same  gentleman  during  the  week  had  very  bad  luck,  having 
lost  two  salmon.  The  water  on  the  lough  is  dirty,  and  all 
fish  are  coming  short  to  the  fly.  Every  prospect  of  good 
sport  both  on  river  and  lake. — The  Manager. 

Bandon  Klver  (co.  Cork).— Eiver  has  been  in 
excellent  order  for  some  time  back,  and  reports  which  have 
come  to  hand  show  that  the  river  has  not  been  so  well 
stocked  with  salmon  for  many  years  as  it  is  at  present  on 
the  upper  waters  abore  Bandon.  Anglers  out  have  been 
getting  from  one  to  three  fish  a  day. — William  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — A  large  flood  has  been  ranning  down 
this  river  for  the  past  few  days,  and  kept  the  water 
discoloured,  so  that  fly  fishing  was  useleas.  There  is  a  rise 
of  2ft.  of  water  on  the  Bann,  and  as  Lough  Neagh  is  full 
it  will  take  sLi  weeks  to  run  it  down  to  summer  level. 
There  were  only  three  fish  taken  on  this  reach  for  the  past 
week;  Mr.  James,  Mr.  Corrie,  Belfast,  landed  two,  of  61b. 
and  8Jlb. ;  and  Colonel  Smith,  one  of  91b.  Mr.  Giles, 
Belfast,  took  221b.  of  brown  trout  on  the  dry  fly  on  June  18 
on  the  Portglenone  section.  The  prospects  are  good  for 
the  CDming  week. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Bann  (Toomebridge).— After  the  heavy  rains  the 
river  has  attained  its  normal  condition.  The  rise  of  trout 
is  very  largs,  and  good  fishing  is  obtainable  at  present. 
Several  anglers  are  having  good  sport,  notably  Mr. 
McKeen  (Greenock)  and  Mr.  St.  Stephen  (London).  The 
weather  hae  become  very  fine,  and  with  the  splendid  con- 
dition of  the  river  next  week's  prospects  are  exceedingly 
good.— O.  T. 

Bslfast  and  District.— Heavy  rain  fell  on  Sunday, 
Bend  ng  all  the  rivers  into  flood,  which  they  needed  bidly. 
Clady  river  was  in  nice  order.  On  Tuesday  Messrs.  S.  G. 
Taylor,  Eddy  Hunter,  and  J.  A.  Barlowe  killed  a  dozen 
Jib  trout  each  between  Danadry  Bridge  and  the  weir. 
Killing  flies  :  Einged-Up  Hare's  Ear,  Cowduiig,  and  Wick- 
kam.  Several  other  anglers  were  out  with  some  success, 
and  the  previous  day,  fishing  with  the  worm,  a  youngster 
picked  up  71b.  of  trout.  There  is  a  good  head  of  ^Ib.  to 
lib.  fish  in  the  reaches  between  Dunadry  and  Ballytweedy 
weir.  The  Logan  is  pretty  high,  but  not  much  was  done 
on  it.  On  Monday  a  Belfast  angler,  Mr.  Mallcn,  fishing 
Crossgar  river,  kiUed  three  djzen  trout,  and  on  Mid 
Woodburn  Dam  Mr.  Atkinson,  amongst  other  fish,  had 
one  of  21b.— J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers. — Sport,  generally  speaking,  has  shown 
much  improvement  since  last  report  in  all  departments, 
though  the  weather  has  not  been  quite  the  thing  for 
successful  angling,  being  too  squally  at  times,  and  at  other 
times  too  bright,  with  little  or  no  wind.  Salmon  continue 
to  arrive  in  all  the  principal  rivers,  and  on  those  waters 
that  hold  them  sea  trout  have  come  up  in  generally  good 
numbers  since  Sunday.  On  the  whole  the  prospects  for 
the  next  few  days  are  really  good  all  round,  and  anglera 
should  have  fine  sport  henceforward  whenever  the  weather 
is  favourable.  Local  patterns  of  flies — Haynes,  of  Cork, 
for  choice— appear  to  have  been  the  best  killers. — T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway).  —  Prior  to  the  freshets  that 
followed  the  thunderstorm  of  last  week,  peal  fishing 
waa  excellent,  amongst  the  most  successful  anglers  being 
Messrs.  Smith,  Wheen,  Townsend,  Cohen,  Capt.  Henny, 
and  Capt.  Cnnliffe,  who  had  from  three  to  six  peal  each 
day  out,  chiefly  on  the  prawn.  The  river  is  settling  into 
order.  The  weather  is  dull  and  threatening.  The  big 
run  of  peal  is  due. — J.  A.  B. 

Donegal  Highlands  (Crolly  Bridge  Hotel,  co. 
Donegal).— Anglers  at  Crolly  Bridge  Hutel  doing  well. 
Maj  jr  fiitten  landed  a  nice  fresh  grilse,  SJlb.,  the  first 
day  out;  Dr.  Connolly,  E.N.,  some  very  nice  sea  trout; 
Dr.  Rogers,  a  basket  (141b.)  sea  trout,  heaviest  31b.  Eight 
grilse  landed  on  the  Gweedore  on  Monday.  The  river  and 
lake  are  now  in  fine  order  and  well  stocked.  Mr. 
Gallagher,  proprietor,  Crolly  Bridge  Hotel,  always  is  pre- 
pared to  do  his  best  to  afford  sport  and  comfort. — P. 
Gallagher. 

Erne  (Ballyahannon  and  Belleek).— The  follow- 
ing are  the  partionlars  of  salmon  captured,  on  the  Erne 
during  the  past  week  :  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson  took  three 
salmon,  151b.,  71b.,  and  71b. ;  Dr.  E.  Aikim  took  one 
salmon  of  161b. ;  Mr.  F.  T.  Green  landed  four  salmon,  of 
221b.,  18lb.,  151b.,  and  71b.,  from  20th  to  23rd  inst.  Sir 
H.  B.  Eobertson,  in  the  same  time,  landed  three  salmon, 
of  lolb.,  161b.,  and  61b.  Sir  H.  B.  Robertsoa  landed  five 
splendid  salmon,  on  25th  inst.,  of  16ilb.,  151b.,  14ib.,  71b., 
and  6ib.,  and  one  of  9ib.  on  26th  inst.  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike 
landed  two  salmon,  of  81b.  and  71b.,  on  25th  and  26th 
inst. ;  and  Gan.  Dickins,  one  salmon  of  16Ib.  on  22nd 
inst.,  and  one  of  61b.  on  25th  inst.  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  con- 
tinues to  get  gome  nice  trout  on  the  dry-fly ;  and  the  late 
evening  fiabing  has  improved.— M.  Eooan  and  Sons. 

Kerry  Biven. — In  the  South  Kerry  waters  salmon 
and  sea  trout  have  arrived  in  good  numbers,  though  peal 
do  not  appear  to  have  come  in  in  anything  like  good 
numbers.  On  the  North  Kerry  waters  spoit  has  been 
good  with  salmon  and  sea  trout  on  all  the  rivers  in  the 
Listowel  district,  but  matters  are  getting  duller  on  those 
waters  at  time  of  writing,  owing  to  falling  waters  and 
brighter  weather.— T.  J.  D. 


Lee  (oo.  Cork). — The  exceptionally  wet  month  of 
June,  which  is  drawing  to  a  close,  has  been  of  great 
bene&t  to  this  river,  which  is  now  splendidly  stocked  with 
grilse  and  salmon,  and  a  good  number  have  been  killed  on 
the  different  fisheries.  On  "  Maehonaglasi  "  Mr.  M.  F. 
Barry  has  had  good  sport,  also  the  following  gentlemen  : 
Colonel  Broderick,  Mr.  M.  F.  Leader,  C  jiumander  W. 
Steward,  E.N.,  Mr.  H.  W.  Mongomery,  17ch  Lancers,  &o. 
Trout  fishing  on  the  smaller  rivers  in  this  didtrict  has  been 
excellent,  baskets  of  from  two  dozen  to  four  dozen  being 
the  general  rule. — Wu.lia.m  Haynes  and  Son. 

Longh.  Conn  (Gortnorabbey  Hotel). — Fishing;  on 
the  lough  for  the  past  week  has  been  fairly  good.  Rev. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haden  killed  several  trout  weighing  over 
2 Jib.,  and  on  Saturday  killed  two  pike,  one  weighing  20.b., 
which  gave  over  two  hours'  play.  Mr.  Howard  lost  two 
salmon,  and  killed  several  trout.  Mr.  East  killed  a  nice 
grilse  of  71b.  I  never  saw  so  many  fish  rise  to  the  natural 
fly  on  the  lough  as  at  present  for  years  past. — The 
Manager. 

Lough  Cnrrane,  &c.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Sport  on  Lough  Cnrrane  has  been  pretty  good  since  last 
report.  Dr.  Archer  had  a  salmon  on  one  day,  and 
generally  fair  sport  at  brown  trout.  Mr.  Beaton  and 
Capt.  Drury  and  party  had  also  nice  sport  at  brown  trout, 
and  landed  many  fine  sea  trout.  Dr.  Joshua,  fishing  with 
T.  McCarthy,  had  six  sea  trout  and  many  brown  trout  on 
one  day,  and  many  other  anglers  out  had  good  sport.  The 
professional  fisherman  accounted  for  half  a  dozen  salmon 
and  forty-seven  sea  trout  to  four  rods  during  the  week. 
On  the  upper  lakes  sport  has  been  very  good  indeed,  as  the 
following  record  of  one  gentleman's  record  will  show  :  Mr. 
Eden,  on  Derriana  Lake,  on  Friday,  twenty-one  brown 
trout  and  three  sea  trout ;  on  Lough-na-Mona,  on  Satur- 
day, twenty-one  brown  trout  and  three  sea  trout ;  and  on 
Derriana,  on  Monday,  fifteen  brown  trout  and  five  splendid 
sea  trout,  averaging  close  on  21b.  Other  good  records 
have  come  to  hand,  including  a  take  of  three  dozen  trout 
on  Derriana  Lake  on  Sunday  by  Mr.  D.  Jones,  who  fished 
with  J.  O'Leary.  Dr.  Archer  had  a  salmon  of  101b.  a  few 
days  ago  on  Waterville  Lake  and  several  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Longh  s  Mask  and  Corrib.— Fishing  from  Mount 
Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  since  last  report  weather  has  been 
most  unseasonable,  with  torrents  of  rain  night  and  day, 
which  has  turned  the  water  into  a  muddy  colour  ;  conse- 
quently fish  are  not  taking  so  freely  as  last  week.  A 
change  to  dry  and  warm  weather  has  set  in,  and  the  best 
sport  may  be  expected  for  the  season,  both  on  fly  and 
troll,  from  this  firth.  Owing  to  high  floods  there  are  any 
amount  of  sslmon  and  peal  up  Lough  Corrib. — J.  A.  J. 

Longh  Melvin. — Sport  improved.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien 
landed  two  grilse,  of  71b.  and  5jlb.,  on  23rd  inst. ;  Mr. 
Humphrey  lauded  another  of  61b.,  and  a  fine  gillaroo  trout 
of  2|lb.,  on  22nd  inst. ;  while  Mr.  E.  Routke  landed  one 
grilse  of  6ilb.  on  25th,  and  Mr.  G.  Mnlhern  landed  a 
trout  (SaZmo/eror)  of  51b.  on  same  day.  Tronting  with 
the  fly  was  generally  good,  and  several  decent  baskets  of 
gillaroo  trout  and  brown  trout  were  taken  during  the  past 
week,  containing  from  eight  to  twenty-one  fish.  Amongst 
the  most  successful  anglers  were  Mr.  A.  L.  Allgood, 
Capt.  Evans,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Mr.  J.  O'Loughlin,  &o. 
The  weather  at  time  of  writing  is  in  every  way  favourable 
for  angling  purposes. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Longh  Neagh. — A  considerable  nnmber  of  salmon 
got  into  the  lough  from  the  Bann  whilst  the  latter  was  in 
flood.  Pollen  netting  was  not  so  good  in  the  past  week, 
and  trout  netting  also  shows  a  falling  off.  Whilst  the 
freshets  were  in  the  numerous  streams  that  fall  into  the 
longh  bait  fishers  made  good  baskets  of  brown  trout.  The 
greater  number  of  these  little  streams  are  only  fishable 
during  flood  time. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  Hotel  (Private  Water,  Ballina).— Water 
just  clearing  off,  after  a  big  spats,  and  summer  fish  are 
beginning  to  come  thickly.  The  nets  are  doing  fairly 
well,  as  well  as  the  weirs.  We  are  sure  to  have  good  rod 
fishing  after  this  water  clears  off,  as  the  pools  will  be  well 
stocked  with  fish.  The  fishing  on  the  lough  is  very  bad 
for  the  last  fortnight. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuLlen  (Ballina).— River 
in  flood  for  the  most  part  of  the  week,  but  is  now  clearing 
off,  and  good  sport  expected,  as  the  grilse  are  well  scattered 
over  all  the  pools.  Mr.  Jackson  had  two  grilse,  111b. ; 
Mr.  Sims,  three  grilse,  16|lb.,  and  fourteen  sea  trout, 
largest  IJlb.  Sea  trout  anglers  are  getting  from  half  a 
dozen  to  one  dozen  each  day  averaging  |lb.  Trout  fishing 
on  the  lough  is  improving.— Pat  Hearns. 

Shmaon  and  Longh  Derg  (KlUaloe).— What 
with  storm  for  two  days  and  two  nights  and  deluges  of 
heavy  rain  nearly  all  the  week,  sport  has  received  a  very 
considerable  check,  June  21,  Col.  Longbome,  on  Major 
Traherne's  preserves,  three  grilse,  61b.,  61b.,  51b.;  Rev. 
Mervyn  Archdall,  on  my  water,  two  grilse,  71b.  and  61b. 
22nd,  same  gentleman,  on  my  water,  had  three  handsome 
grilse,  after  lunch,  71b.,  61b.,  51b. ;  Mr.  A.  Parker,  Bally 
Valley,  on  Major  Traherne's  water,  one,  71b. ;  23rd,  two, 
71b.,  61b. ;  24th,  one,  71b. ;  25th,  one,  71b.  26th,  Rev. 
Mervyn  Archdall,  on  my  water,  three  grilse,  71b.,  61b., 
51b. ;  Col.  Longbome,  on  Major  Traherne's  water,  four 
grilse,  81b.,  61b.,  41b.,  4lb.  'i'rout  fishing  on  river  very 
indifferent ;  water  too  high. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).— On  Doonass,  Mr.  H. 
Hodges  killed,  2l8t,  one  peal,  31b. ;  23rd,  one  peal,  3|lb. ; 
25th,  one  pea],  61b. ;  26th,  two  peal,  5Jlb.  and  6ib.  On 
Prospect  the  fishermen  killed,  20th,  one  peal,  51b.  On  this 
fishery  also  Mrs.  Cripps  killed,  23rd,  one  peal,  51b.  On 
Newgarden,  Mr.  Astley  Creswick  killed,  20th,  one  peal, 
51b.;  22nd,  two  peal,  51b.,  51b.;  23rd,  four  peal,  41b., 
4Jlb.,  51b.,  61b.;  25th,  one  peal,  4lb.  On  Hermitage, 
Lord  Massy  has  taken  the  following  since  June  1 :  4th, 
one  peal,  61b. ;  9th,  one  salmon,  13ilb. ;  11th,  one  salmon, 
27lb. ;  18th,  one  salmon,  22^1b. ;  19th,  one  salmon,  61b. ; 
20th,  one  salmon,  161b.;  22nd,  two  peal,  3ilb.,  4|lb. ; 
28rd,  one  peal,  4ilb. ;  25th,  three  peal,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  ejlb. 


On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed,  2lBt,  one 
peal,  51b.;  23rd,  one  Sbltnon,  6ilb.  Oa  Mr.  Ingham's 
Castle  fishery  Mr.  Ingham  killed,  26th,  one  peal,  4Jlb. — 
John  Bnri'jht  and  Son. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Monme  is  ranning  into  ni  ;e 
form,  and  as  the  nets  were  off  on  Sunday  lota  of  fresh-run 
salmon  got  up  from  L  jugh  Foyle.  There  will  be  excellent 
fishing  next  week,  itisanticipited.  The  Ballindeiry,  prior 
to  the  fresh,  was  in  good  order  for  dapping  with  the  black 
fly  ;  a  few  good  fish  up  to  21b.  and  31b.  were  killed  in  that 
way.  '  Iwing  to  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  law  prohibit- 
ing netting  near  the  mouth  bf  the  river  no  Lough  Neagh 
salmoc  are  getting  iuto  the  l>wer  pools.  The  Blackwater 
is  toning  down.  Bait  fishera  did  well  about  Benburb 
during  the  floods  fishing  with  worm  and  white  grub. — 
J.  A.  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Darrynane. — During  the  past  few  days  sport  has  been 
very  good  at  pollack.  In  the  outer  waters  some  sport  was 
had  at  pollack  and  gurnard.  Mackerel  are  getting  scarcer, 
and  as  far  as  these  latter  fish  are  concerned  no  sport  may 
be  expected  before  August,  when  the  autumn  mackerel 
fishing  commences.  Baes  are  namerons,  and  mullet  are 
now  coming  in. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— On  Saturday  last  Mr.  Webster 
took  eighteen  pollack  upon  the  pier,  and  Mr.  Palmer  ten 
on  the  same  ebb  tide.  Messrs.  Wagg,  Ward,  and  Glen  did 
scarcely  anything  upon  the  following  day,  but  Mr.  G.  R. 
Clarke  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  with  a  friend,  landed 
just  before  mid-day  with  seven  score  of  pouting,  the 
general  run  of  them  very  small.  Monday  was  ushered  in 
by  strong  wind  and  rain,  and  the  two  pier  anglers,  Mr. 
Church  and  Mr.  Cameron,  only  caught  a  dab,  a  dogfish, 
and  a  few  pouting.  Mr.  Bowles  and  Mr.  Bnshnell  did  not 
feel  a  bite  on  Tuesday  morning,  but  later  in  the  day  Miss 
Ingram  took  a  few  pouting,  Mr.  Bursill  a  codling,  and 
Mr.  Filmer  some  halt  score  of  pouting.  To-day  (Wednes- 
day) the  water  has  been  very  thick,  and  sport  conse- 
quently slow,  the  best  catch  consisting  of  a  large  pollack, 
which  fell  to  Mr.  E.  Jones's  rod.  Mr.  Wiggins  hooked 
and  landed  a  weever,  by  which  he  was  unfortunately 
rather  badly  stung.  The  water  is  just  now  in  splendid 
condition,  but  the  weather  looks  very  unsettled. — J. 
Richardson  (B.S.A  8.). 

Dingle. — Sport  has  been  good  generally  speaking  in 
all  departments,  especially  among  pollack,  gurnard,  and 
whiting.  The  following  takes  taken  at  random  from  those 
recorded  wUl  serve  to  show  what  is  being  done  here  at 
present :  On  Saturday  four  anglers  had  forty-nine  pollack 
and  ten  various  fish ;  three  anglers  had  thirty-seven 
pollack;  and  a  third  party  of  four  had  120  gurnard,  ten 
pollack,  and  126  whiting.  Weather  at  time  of  writing 
very  favourable,  though  the  prevailing  winds  are  rather 
too  strong  occasionally. — T.  J .  D. 

Newhaven. — Young  bass  have  been  "  schooling  "  in 
the  harbour,  and  numbers  taken  on  spinning  baits — india- 
rubber  sand  eel  and  Devon  minnow.  One  angler  caught 
sixteen  the  other  day. — H. 

Penzance. — Splendid  sport  this  week  by  rod  and  line, 
and  ground-line  from  the  North  Pier,  Newlyn.  An 
unusual  number  of  large  bream  came  into  the  harbour, 
wbich  gave  excellent  sport.  Weather  too  rough  for 
"  railing  "  for  mackerel  in  the  bay. — H. 

Plymouth. — Boisterous  and  rainy  weather  in  the  early 
part  of  the  week  made  fishing  very  unpleasant  for 
amateurs.  Our  professional  fishermen  have  experienced 
bad  weather  outside  the  breakwater.  Mackerel  have  made 
their  appearance  at  last  closer  inshore.  The  few  days  of 
fine  weather  has  evidently  had  something  to  do  with  it.  A 
school  of  these  fish  were  seen  as  close  insuore  as  the  Mill- 
bay  Pier  on  Tuesday.  Good  sport  will  now  be  obtained 
in  the  Sound,  whifiing  for  them  with  the  silver  spinner  and 
flies.  Some  fine  bags  were  taken  this  week  from  off  the 
various  piers  up  the  Hamoaze.  Any  quantity  of  pouting 
and  blaiue  can  be  had  for  those  who  like  fishing  at  anchor. 
— William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate  (Wess  Pier).— Some  eels  and  a  few 
pouting  have  been  caught.  The  weather  has  been  very 
unfavourable  for  fishing  here,  but  is  improving,  and 
prospects  look  brighter  for  nest  week. — W.  E.  Laker. 

Valentia. — On  Friday  evening,  in  about  four  hours, 
four  anglers,  fishing  near  Begnish  Island,  caught  twenty- 
nine  pollack,  ten  bream,  twenty-six  gurnard,  twenty-five 
whiting,  and  fifteen  miscellaneous  fish.  On  Saturday, 
Messrs.  O'Shea,  Casey,  and  O'Connor  caught  twenty-nine 
pollack,  six  bass,  and  thirty  gurnard.  Many  other  captures 
nearly  equally  good  were  recorded. — T,  J.  D. 

Waterville. — The  weather  has  been  rather  wild,  and 
in  the  open  bay  here  very  little  has  been  done  since  last 
report.  In  sheltered  localities,  near  Ballinskelligs,  hoiv- 
ever,  some  fair  or  average  spjrt  was  had  at  pollack, 
gurnard,  and  whiting,  principally  near  Horse  Island.  On 
two  evenings  pollack  took  fairly  well  around  Carrigeena 
Rock,  where  twenty  were  had  after  6  p.m.  on  one  evening 
by  three  anglers  using  red  rubber  eels. — T.  J.  D. 


A  COERESPOXDENT  writing  to  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds,  says  that 
anglers  on  the  waters  in  the  vicinity  of  Boyle  have  had  a 
successful  time  during  the  past  fortnight.  Messrs.  Gar- 
aide  and  Newton,  of  Worksop,  Sheflield,  had  some  fine 
sport.  The  last  day  they  fished  Laugh  Arrow  they  were 
accompanied  by  Mr.  George  Taylor,  and  succeeded 
in  capturing  about  651b.  of  fish  altogether,  including  trout, 
pike,  and  perch.  The  largest  trout  tipped  the  scales  at 
6^Ib.,  and  as  it  was  the  largest  specimen  of  brown  trout 
ever  killed  by  Messrs.  Garside  or  Newton,  they  had  the 
fish  forwarded  to  Cooper,  of  London,  to  be  set  up.  The 
largest  pike  got  was  12lb. 
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Jingling  '^xxtnres. 

July  1.   

Amicable  WaltonianB  :  Prize  outing. 
Ba'tersea  Friendly  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Blenheim:  Ontirg  to  Harefield. 
Bnrlir  gton  :  Onting  to  Marlow. 
Clapham  Strollers  :  Outing  to  the  Medway. 
Convivial :  Annual  dinner. 
EarJefield  :  Ou'irg  to  Hampton  Court. 
Good  Intent :  Prize  outing. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
Jubilee  :  Match  at  Welsh  Harp. 
Junior  Piscatorials  :  Competition. 
Original  Clerkenwell :  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill. 
Ormonde:  Competition  at  Pulborongh. 
Phoenix :  Brake  outing. 
South  Bermondeey :  Outing. 
Stepney  :  Match  at  Dagenham. 
Stockwell :  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill. 
Sundial :  Brake  outing  to  Uxbridge. 
Walworth  Waltoniane :  C<Jmpetiticn, 
Wimbledon  Piscatorials :  Outing. 
July  2. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Banting  and  Preservation  Com' 
inittee  meeting. 

Central  Association  :  Monthly  delegate  meeting. 

Grood  Intent :  Outing  to  Cheshunt. 
July  3. 

Queen's  Piscatoriah :  Visit. 
Jnly  4. 

Enterprise :  Annual  Sunper. 

Izaak  Walton :  Competition. 
July  5. 

West  London  :  Dinner  and  distribntion. 
July  7. 

Camden  :  Match. 


Jtily  8. — Carlton  :  Outing  to  Langley. 

,,  8. — Clapham  Junction  :  Outing. 

„  8. — Cobden  :  Match. 

„  8. — Harletden  :  Match. 

,,  8. — Hearts  of  Oak :  Outing. 

8. — Hountlow  and  Isleworth  :  Competition. 

„  8. — Hoxton  Brothers :  Annual  dinner  at  Ware. 

,,  8. — Oglander  :_  Competition. 
,,     8. — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Onting  to  Langley. 
„     8. — Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Yalding. 

,,  8. — Stratford  :  Outing. 

,,  8. — Weolock  :  Eoving  match  at  Amberley. 

„  9  and  10. — Anchor  :  Barbel  competition. 

,,  15. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Polborough. 

I,  15.— Central  Association :  Cup  competition  at  Pul- 
borongh. 

„  15. — Dalston  :  Pegged-down  match. 

„  15. — Elgin  :  Outing  to  King's  Langley. 

I,  16.— Twickenham  Piscatorials:  Barbel  competition, 

,1  22. — Pithouse's  (Langley)  competition. 

„  29.— Cosy:  Onting. 

„  29  —Golden  Barbel :  Outing. 


i^ejroxts  from  Clu&s 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 

£v«niuj^.  Address  "  Editor  Pishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan^  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Bkpobt  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— The  Eenting  and  Preserva- 
tion Committee  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Ciipplegate 
Institute,  Golden  Lane,  Barbican,  E.C.,  on  Monday  next, 
July  2,  at  8.30  p.m.— R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipr,  of 
£2  12s.,  Blenheim;  £2  2s.  6|d.,  Battersea  Friendly's 
(lantern  lecture);  £1  53.,  United  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  from  their  donation  box.  At  the  last  meeting 
one  application  was  entertained,  and   £6  granted. — 

R.  flHUENEY. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing liiftt. — Anglers  will  please  not  forget  the  return  visit 
to  the  Queen's  Piscatorials,  (Queen's  Arms,  Chapel-street, 
Edgware-road,  on  Tuesday,  July  3. — J.  Harris. 

Abingdon  and  District  Angling  Association. 
— On  the  opening  day  Messrs.  A.  H.  Bmmens  and  Ed. 
Ivey  weiglied-in  201b.  of  chub.  On  June  20  Mr.  Geo. 
Emmens,  fishing  with  G.  Brewerton,  took  ten  barbel,  the 
two  largest  weighing  61b.  each,  and  the  lot  43ilb.  Several 
eela  have  also  been  caught.  The  water  is  now  in  good 
condition,  and  the  barbel  coming  on  the  feed.  —  H. 
Walter  Harding. 

AUason  Onited  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uibridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W. — 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  on  June  27,  when 
the  aaditors  presented  their  report  and  balance  sheet. 
We  paid  ont  over  £22  last  quarter,  and  are  still  in  a  grand 
position.  July  4  will  be  election  night  for  new  members. 
Oar  first  pegged-down  match  on  June  2i  was  a  success ; 
forty  competed  ;  the  following  are  the  six  winners :  Messrs. 
J.  Abbott,  first,  with  roach;  G.  Chapman,  jun.,  second, 
bream;  J.  Simmonds,  third,  tench,  wlio  also  took  the 
private  prir.e8  for  largest  fish  in  match  ;  Mr.  Chapman, 
fourth,  a  specimen  roach,  who  also  secured  the  prizes 
for  largest  roach,  and  Mr.  Gilson  prize,  to  caat  the  tish 
in  piaster,  and  imitate  it  an  the  real  tish.  Mr.  Gilson 
will  be  remembered  by  a  thousand  anglers  at  the  Royal 
Aqnarinm  Piscatorial  Kzhibition  for   the  magnificent 


display  of  plaster-oast  fish  which  "Dragnet"  so  highly 
praised.  Tbe  fifth  winner  was  Mr.  Harris,  with  bream; 
and  sixth  winner  was  F.  Wright,  with  bream.  Others 
had  mixed  takes.  Our  silver  challenge  cup  competition, 
first  match,  is  fixed  for  July  29  at  Harefield  ;  tow  path  ; 
one  rod  ;  all  fish  in  season,  except  pope  and  bleak,  barred. 
Start  by  8.13  train.  Start  by  signal  to  fish  at  10.30  a.m. 
Cease  at  7  p.m. — Ben. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Forte- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  June  24  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Butlin,  roach,  111b.  Sfoz. ; 
Smart,  bream,  5ib.  9icz. ;  and  Drew,  sen.,  chub,  dace,  and 
parch,  21b.  2ioz.  Mr.  Willie  Ward  (Gaiety  Theatre)  has 
joined  ns  as  an  honorary  member.  The  CD.  V.L.  visit  to 
us  on  June  26,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  was  a  failure.  The 
reason  for  it  I  cannot  understand,  as  we  very  seldom  miss 
a  visit  on  the  list.  I  thank  the  following  for  their 
attendance  :  North  London,  Camden,  Bloomsbury 
Brothers,  Amicable  Waltonians,  Crown  and  Buokland, 
Eustonian,  and  Duchess  Angling  Societies. — J.  Chasibbrs. 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square. — We  had  a  splendid  meeting 
on  Wednesday  last.  Several  of  our  members  out  on 
June  24,  when  a  fair  lot  of  roach  and  bream  were  on  show. 
Our  first  outing  takes  placs  on  July  15,  at  Pulborongh,  so 
as  our  members  can  compete  in  the  competition  on  that 
date.— G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell. — 
On  June  24  Mr.  Allen  weighed-in  a  good  show  of  bream 
and  roach ;  Mr.  Hutchingson,  roach ;  Mr.  Shury,  roach 
and  dace ;  and  Mr.  Brelsforth,  bream  and  roach.  On 
July  1  the  members  fish  for  several  prizes  at  Amberley, 
this  being  the  first  outing.  Mr.  Rodd  was  elected  a 
member. — E.  R.  Embleton. 

Anchor  Tishing  Society,  Druid's  Head  Hotel, 
Market-place,  Kingston-on-Thames. — A  barbel  competition 
will  be  held  on  July  1  and  2  in  the  Thames.  Weigh-in  by 
9. 30  each  day ;  usual  conditions ;  no  second  prize  unless 
eight  enter.  Next  meeting  Tuesday,  July  3,  8.45.— P.  J. 
Collins. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Booisty,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — Our  match  on  June  24 
was  not  successful,  no  prizes  being  taken.  We  fish  the 
match  on  July  1  (roving)  in  the  Arun ;  to  go  down  on  the 
morning.  Mr.  A.  Bable  and  Jlr.  A.  Pemberton  were 
elected  working  members.  The  following  weighed-in : 
Mr.  A.  Pemberton  had  a  fine  show  of  tench,  91b.  8oz.,  one 
fish  21b.  5Joz. ;  Mr.  Smeed,  barbel ;  Mr.  G.  Miller,  roach 
and  perch. — A.  De.jonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  of  the  above 
fished  a  competition  for  their  June  series  of  prizes  on  the 
24th,  with  the  following  reault :  A.  Conn,  3Jlb.,  first ;  J. 
Wigley,  second  ;  J.  Davis,  third.  Mr.  J.  Smith  weighed- 
in  151b.  of  roach  from  other  waters.  On  the  27th,  Mr.  J. 
Martin  had  a  nice  show  of  bream  (over  201b.).  Members 
are  particularly  requested  to  attend  the  meeting  on 
Wednesday  next  to  arrange  the  prize  list  and  other 
important  business. — Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  S.B. — Several  members  out  on  the  24th 
with  good  results :  Mr.  J,  Wheelhouse,  nice  show  of 
roach  ;  Mr.  Howard,  ditto ;  Mr.  Whiley,  Mr.  Jones,  and 
Mr.  Pish  also  made  up  a  nice  show.  Next  Wednesday  we 
decide  place  to  fish  ofi  July  series  of  prizes.  Mr.  Tangmar 
was  made  an  honorary  member ;  Mr.  Perkins  down  for 
election. — J.  Wheelhouse.  ' 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill.— Several  members  were 
out  on  June 24,  and  Mr.  Wilkins  had  a  nice  show  of  dace; 
Mr.  Carroll,  roach;  and  Mr.  Wilson,  two  bream, 
31b.  15oz.,  largest  fish,  21b.,  from  Uxbridge.  I  have  still 
a  few  tickets  left  for  brake  outing  to  Harefield,  starting 
from  clubhouse  at  midnight  on  Saturday  next.  Our  com- 
mittee held  their  first  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  when  a  lot 
of  business  (which  has  to  be  accepted  and  confirmed  at  the 
general  meeting)  was  got  through.  Next  Wednesday  will 
be  quarterly  night,  and  we  have  decided  to  hold  a  general 
meeting  same  time.  WUl  all  members  please  attend  not 
later  than  nine  o'clock  ? — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C— On  June  24,  Messrs. 
J.  W.  Blake  weighed-in  bream  and  roach,  41b.  OJoz.  ; 
F.  W.  Stocker,  jack  and  perch,  31b,  5ioz.  ;  J.  Sinclair, 
jack  and  roach  ;  and  R.  Lummes,  bream  and  perch.  On 
June  27  it  was  decided  that  Mr.  W.  Aldis's  prize  be  for 
the  heaviest  day's  take  of  roach  during  season  on  the  Lea. 
July  11  will  be  quarterly  night. — T.  Paternoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society.  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — The  annual  dinner 
passed  off  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  thirty-nine  sitting 
down.  Mr.  F.  Brigg  has  weighed-in  one  tench,  21b.  lOoz., 
and  a  nice  show  of  roach,  while  his  brother,  Mr.  E.  Briggs, 
put  on  the  trays  several  tench,  largest  21b.  loz.,  and  a's9 
good  chub,  21b.  11  Joz.  We  have  a  goodly  array  of  prizes, 
and  from  what  I  can  hear  there  will  be  keen  competition 
for  them.  Altogether  everything  points  to  a  very  sucoess- 
ful  season. — C.  Ashly. 

Brunsiriok  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromloy-by-Bow,  E. — Several 
members  were  out  on  June  24,  when  the  following 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  C.  Parmeater,  bream  ;  E.  Papworth, 
bream  ;  A.  Randall,  bream ;  J.  Kelly,  roach  and  bream ; 
and  A.  Robertson,  roach.  Special  general  meeting 
ordered  for  July  24.  All  members  particularly  reciuestod 
to  attend.  We  made  two  more  new  members  last  meeting 
night — A.  Rokertso.n. 

Burllng^ton  Anglers,  Burlington,  Burlington-road, 
Westbourno  Park,  W. — Members  have  brought  in  several 
takes  of  fish,  one  barbel  weighing  41b.  14oz. ;  total  take 
'Jib.  13oz.,  by  Mr.  Ramsey.  Members  are  requested  not  to 
forget  the  outing  at  Marlow  on  July  1. — J.  W.  Morgan. 


C»mbridge  Heath  Brother!*  fugling  Booiety, 

Good  Intent.  Mowlem-street,  Biehop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath,  E  — Only  a  few  members  weighed-in  on  June  24. 
On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  Everett  was  elected  chairman  ;  Mr. 
W_,  Argent,  delegate;  and  Mr.  R.  Hubbard,  au-iitor; 
thirty  members  hAvg  present.  There  is  a  piize  of  lOs.  6d. 
to  be  fished  for  gross  weight  of  roach  for  July.  All  com- 
munications in  future  must  be  addressed  to  Ed.  Argent, 
secretary,  at  above  address. — P.  Loft. 

Camden  Ax  gling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James. 
street.  High-street,  Camden  Town.  N.W. — We  had  a  good 
show  on  the  24th :  Messrs.  Whipps,  a  jack,  7lb.  3oz. ; 
.Cook,  roach,  61b.  Joz. ;  Brown,  bream,  41b  7ioz.  Taylor, 
barbel;  J.  Andrews,  tench;  Mann,  chub;  C.  Parker, 
roach  and  dace ;  lA.  C.  Hoodless,  dace ;  Brock,  dace 
Fuller,  roach ;  Galloway,  roach ;  Goss,  bream.  On 
Wednesday  we  made  two  new  members,  four  other  gentle- 
men being  proposed  for  election  next  week,  —  R. 
Marshall. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbonrne  Park,  W. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
June  24  :  Messrs.  W.  Payers,  good  show  of  roach  and 
dace;  H.  Pricker,  roach  and  dace ;  Wood,  roach;  Hacon, 
bream ;  A.  Pigrum,  bream  ;  Yarham,  roach  ;  W.  Chapman, 
roach;  and  Watson,  chub.  Next  Thursday  vrill  be  a 
special  meeting  for  alteration  of  rules.  I  hope  members 
will  make  it  convenient  to  attend.  Our  first  outing  will 
take  place  at  Langley  (Tank  Pound)  on  July  8 ;  leave 
Westbourne  Park  by  8.13  train.  We  enrolled  three  new 
taembers  last  week.  We  have  had  several  more  prizes 
given  us  since  our  prize  list  was  published,  one  of  them 
being  a  silver  watch  for  gross  weight  of  dace  during 
season,  given  by  Mr.  C.  Woolmark. — W.  B.  P. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-rcad,  Olapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
Our  second  day's  outing  will  take  place  on  July  8,  at 
Amberley ;  tow-path  only ;  train  from  Clapham  8.27 ; 
return  from  Amberley  7.14.  On  the  24th  Mr.  J.  Thome 
had  roach. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.  —  Our  second  prize 
outing  is  arranged  for  July  1  on  the  Medway,  between 
Tonbridge  and  Wateringbury ;  all  fish  to  weigh ;  train 
leaves  London  Bridge  at  7.13  a.m.  Members  requiring 
entrance  tickets  for  the  Central  Association  competition 
at  Polborough  on  July  15  are  requested  to  send  in  their 
names  at  once. — Hon.  Sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — A  visit  on  the  above  list  was  to  have  taken  pUce 
in  the  club-room  of  the  Alma  A.S.  on  Tuesday  evening, 
but,  owing  to  the  very  small  attendance,  no  harmony  was 
started.  Why  the  Alma  was  treated  bo  badly  I  cannot 
understand.  Our  best  thanks  are  due  to  the  few 
gentlemen  who  did  attend.  Tbe  next  visit  will  be  to  the 
North  London  A.S.    Date  later. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
weld-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Tuesday  we  had  a 
good  muster,  and  transacted  a  lot  of  business.  If  it  will 
suit  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams,  we  should  like  our  return  visit 
second  or  third  Monday  in  July. — Faulkner. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
June  24  Mr.  E.  Baxter  saved  the  club  a  blank  by 
weighing-in  Sib.  9oz.  of  bream.  On  July  8  a  roving  match 
will  take  place  in  the  Slough,  Cottage,  and  Veitoh's 
Pounds ;  two  rods ;  all  fish  to  weigh  (bar  jack,  perch,  and 
eels) ;  to  go  down  by  the  midnight  train  from  Westbonrne 
Park.  Register  names  at  Slough  Station,  and  fish  not 
later  than  8.15  at  the  Western,  and  return  by  the  8.53 
from  Slough. — T.  Twyman. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — On  June  24  several  members 
were  out,  when  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  W. 
Braxton,  chub  and  dace ;  G.  Hurell,  bream  and  roach ; 
W.  Kendall,  roach.  Members  please  note  our  annual 
dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Black  Dog  and  Duck,  Bury, 
Pulborough,  on  July  1.  The  train  will  leave  London 
Bridge  Station  at  6.55  a.m.,  when  I  shall  hope  to  see  all 
there. — Phil. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — We  have  an  outing  for 
four  prizes  on  July  29,  at  Shepperton. — J.  White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C. — Several  members  were  out  on 
June  24,  but  met  with  very  little  success,  Mr.  John 
Massey  saving  us  from  a  blank  by  weighing-in  a  show  of 
carp.  We  have  two  more  members  this  week.  Those 
members  that  have  not  got  their  privilege  tickets  can  get 
them  by  applying  to  the  secretary. — W.  Massky. 

Crown  and  Buokland  .fiscatonal  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Cler  ken  well-green,  E.C. — 1  expect 
the  majority  of  members  were  niaticking  at  the  Islington 
carnival,  as  our  meeting  on  the  27th  was  not  very  strougly 
attended,  and  the  date  and  venue  for  our  July  match 
was  postponed  until  next  week,  when  I  hope  to  see  a 
better  attendance.  Mr.  J.  Knight  was  proposed  as  a 
member  of  the  club,  and  will  be  ballotted  for  next  week. 
Mr.  C.  Glover  gives.  lOs.  6d.  for  gross  weight,  any  water, 
during  Jnly. — G.  H.  Franklin. 

Oalston  Angling  Society.  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.  —  On  June  2i  most  of  the 
members  were  out.  Messrs.  T.  Thompson,  H.  Poore, 
R.  Mack,  and  A,  Wild  had  a  very  nice  show  of  bream, 
roach,  perch,  and  dace.  A  pegged-down  match  will  take 
place  on  July  15  for  seven  prizes  ;  place  to  be  decided 
next  Tuesday,  when  members  are  requested  to  attend. 
One  new  member  proposed  to  be  elected  next  Tuesday. — 
S.  Mamiy. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Baints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — Oar  first  match  of 
the  season  took  place  on  June  24,  when  the  following  were 
declared  the  prize  winners :  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  first ; 
Viner,  gecond;  AUum,  third;. Tucker,  fourth;  and  Tony 
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Millett,  fifth.  Several  other  memhers  weighed-in  dariog 
the  evening. — W.  Je.nkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House. 
Barlsfield,  S.W. — Tne  first  ouciog  of  the  season  will  take 
place  on  July  1,  to  Hampton  Court,  three  prizes  being 
cffertd.  Will  all  members  try  and  tarn  up,  to  make  the 
initial  outing  a  succes"  ?  Train  from  Earlflfield  8  31 
return  Hampton  Court  S  40 — E  H.  Lane. 

Elgfin  Angling  So  .ietv,  The  Grassnopper,  Kensing 
ton  Park-roaa,  Netting  Hill,  W.— On  Jane  24  the 
following  weigbed-in :  Meitrj.  Barnfather,  roaob  and 
bream  ;  V.  Charlton,  roach  ;  Grainger,  dace  and  barbel ; 
and  Milliard,  roach  and  bream.  At  our  last  meeting  we 
rnade^  two  new  members — Messrs.  Buckland  and  Cox. 
Will  intendinz  visits  rj  for  oar  brake  outing  to  King's 
Langley  on  July  15  oblige  by  giving  their  names  in  by  next 
Tuetday  night  ?  There  are  sever*!  prizes  open  t)  visitors 
The  usual  olab  prizes  amount  to  £2  — G.  King. 

Ooiden  Barbel  Angung  aoclety.  Sir  isaao  Nentoo. 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On  June  17 
Messrs.  James,  Mowl,  and  Verity  weighed-iu  loaoh.  On 
the  19th,  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  F.  Bourlet  weighed-in  barbel 
roach,  and  chub.  On  the  24th,  Messrs.  Mitchell,  EUins 
Verity,  Jaaes,  Baily,  and  Smithson  weighed-in  roach  and 
dace.  We  have  arranged  an  outing  for  the  last  Sunday  in 
July  at  Ashurat,  from  railway  bridge  up  river.  Eatrance 
to  sweep.  Is.  6d.  Honorary  members  invited  to  join  and 
send  names  in. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Oood  Intent  Angling  ^society,  The  Crown,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch. — Messrs.  Thompson,  Maybnry,  and 
Moore  brought  in  some  good  class  roach  on  the  24th.  The 
membars  will  fish  for  eight  prizes  on  July  1  at  St, 
Margaret's  ;  all  start  by  the  9.8  train —R.  M. 

Oreat  Tarmanth  Angling  Society. — The  opening 
match  of  the  season  was  tisned  ac  Fritton  on  June  21,  and, 
as  usual,  was  aitanded  by  a  large  number  of  competitors 
(forty-five  taking  part).  A  large  number  of  fish  were 
taken  dm  log  the  day,  but  a  great  number  had  to  ba 
returned  in  consequence  of  the  limit  scale.  The  total  of 
fish  weighed-in  by  thirty-nine  competicors  was  1115, 
scaling  3971b.  5J'  z.,  the  prize  winners  being  G.  W.  Beech, 
32.b.  13J.Z.;  H.  Andrews,  20Ib.  2oz. ;  W.  B.  Staff, 
181b.  6oz. ;  A.  C.  Bradshaw,  171b.  13oz, ;  K.  Wright, 
17lb.  loz. ;  and  the  first  four  named  made  themsalves 
eligible  to  fish  in  the  semi-final  of  the  Foulsham  challenge 
cup.  The  duties  of  the  nmpire  were  carried  out  by  tne 
chairman  (Mr.  C.  G.  Baker),  assisted  by  Mr.  "  Kitchener" 
Bowland. 

Crreenwich  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Hotel, 
London-street,  Greeuwicn.  —  The  above  society  has 
removed  to  the  Mitre  Hotel,  London-street,  Greenwich, 
and  the  meetings  will  be  held  there  at  8.30  p.m., 
Wednesdays.  Mr.  Church  weighed-in  a  nice  chub  of 
31b.  o^z. — J.  Dkyden. 

Harooart  A^^ling  Society,  Haroourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W.— We  had  a  nice  show  of  roach 
again  on  June  24,  not  a  large  quantity,  but  good  class  fish. 
We  are  still  mafiiog  new  members,  and  I  believe  there  are 
some  more  to  ccma. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Harlesden  AngUng  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlettden.— At  meeting  of  above  society  a  match 
was  proposed  tor  July  8.  Five  prizes.  It  is  also  proposed 
to  offer  a  cap  for  the  best  variety  of  specimen  fish  taken 
during  the  season.  Open  to  prize  givers  only. — W.  N. 
Dawes. 

Ite4rt»  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Bnck-lane,  Bethnal  Green-road.  —  Will  members 
kindly  return  lis  s  of  the  "  Bagahaw  "  benefit,  as  we  wish 
to  close  ?  Monday  last  was  our  A.B.S.  night,  and  it  was 
very  poorly  attended.  I  beg  to  thank  those  clubs  which 
were  represented.  Mr.  Manning  opened  the  A.B.S.  box, 
which  coEtiin^d  £1  123.  6d.  The  place  for  omiug  on 
Jaly  8  will  be  decided  next  meeting.— H.  Bagshaw. 
TT**'*?^a^**  AngliMg  ttouiety,  Houoway  citation 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N.— Oar  annual  dinner,  whieh  took  place 
on  Jnne  20,  was  a  great  success.  Mr.  A.  E,.  Matthews 
presidtd,  Mr.  George  Johnson  in  the  vice-chair.  After  a 
capital  repast,  provided  by  Host  Manners,  and  the  loyal 
and  club  toasts  drank,  sme  first-class  music  followed. 
The  chairman  then  awarded  the  prizes  won  during  the 
past  season.  Everything  was  arranged  and  carried  through 
without  a  hitch,  and  a  pleasant  evening  spent.  Meesrs. 
Hawes  and  Steii-hirt,  on  the  same  date,  had  a  fine  catch 
of  barbel  and  chub  fishing  with  McBride  at  Teddington 
best  larbel  61b,  8;z.,  best  chub  31b.  9jz.  On  Jnne  23, 
Mr.  A.  Clayton,  fishing  in  private  water,  had  a  good  catch 
of  tench,  best  fish  21b.  9oz.  An  outing  took  place  on 
Jnne  22  to  our  club  water,  a  splendid  take  of  fiah  being 
the  result.  Every  member  present  spent  an  enjoyable 
day,  ard  had  good  sport. — A.  Clayton. 

Honnalow  and  Isleworth  Fiscatorial  Society, 
Pnnoe  E«gent,  High-street,  Hounslow.— At  our  usual 
weekly  meeting  on  June  27  we  had  a  large  attendance, 
Mr.  Wyse-icBter  in  the  chair.  Five  new  members  were 
elected.  Several  members  reported  fish  :  Messrs.  Hooper 
tench  (largest  2ilb  )  and  eels;  Brougham,  barbel;  F, 
Hail  eels;  A.  Woods,  perch;  and  F,  Morgan,  roach. 
We  hold  another  competition  in  the  Thames  tor  specimen 
barbel  on  J oly  8  and  9  ;  three  prizes  —J.  M.  Beocgham. 

Hoxton  upotnera  Angling  Society,  Spread  HJagie, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— The  annual  dinner  of  the 
abovd  society  will  iak«  place  on  July  8,  at  the  Bull  Inn 
Town  Biidge,  Ware,  Herts.— Johnny.  ' 

I«Un  it  n  Brother*  Aagl.ng  Society,  Myddleton 
T  t^anouDury-road.— Several  members  were  ont  on 
Jnne  21,  bat  had  very  little  sport.  We  met  on  Tuesday 
la«t.  Tne  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed,  and  one  new  member  proposed,  and  will  be 
elected  next  week.— J.  H.  Hebbert. 

Walton  AngUnjr  Society,  George  the 
Jfonrth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  —  We 
compete  for  five  special  prizes  on  July  1,  at  Amberley. 
There  are  alao  two  "  specials  "  to  be  fished  for  on  July  4 


competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters  (private  waters  barred).  Mr.  W.  Wilsh^re  has 
been  well  amongst  the  roac'i  aad  dac  >  this  week,  weighing 
in  241b.  lloz.  The  heaviest  roach  scaled  lib,  7ijz. — 
H.  B. 

Jnbilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome 

road,  North  Kensington. — Since  last  report  the  following 
have  weigbed-in  :  Messrs.  Wingfield,  Young,  Motbers^le, 
and  the  Brothers  Rediugton.  I  h  >pe  members  will  nhoiv 
up  well  at  our  match  on  July  1  nexr,  at  the  Welsh  Harp 
We  start  at  2  a.m.  from  the  Plough,  Hirrow-road,  h/ 
brake.  Members  wishing  to  ride  must  not  be  later. — Q. 
Bence. 

Iiiverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel 
Queen-square. — Trout  fishing  appears  to  be  altogether  off 
amongst  our  members,  for  not  a  single  instance  of  it  has 
reached  me  during  the  past  week.  Surely,  with  the 
reasonably  well-stocked  upper  and  lower  Raddles  worth 
reservoirs  at  Rivington  to  fall  back  upon  when  the  rivers 
are  low  and  clear,  it  is  quite  snrpriaing  that  these  waters 
are  not  fished  much  more  than  they  seem  to  be.  It  is  a 
great  pity  the  water  committee  will  not  put  on  two  or 
three  decent  fishing  punts,  as  I  have  urged  them  to  do,  as 
the  slopes  of  the  banks  are  very  trying  to  ' '  poor  "  feet — 
yes,  and  to  "sound"  ones  too.  The  result  of  our  com- 
petition on  the  2Ist  was:  First,  Mr.  T.  White;  second 
Mr.  Raper;  third,  not  won.  The  day  was  very  wet,  river 
dirty  and  on  the  rise,  and  only  nine  members  competed.— 
Rd.  Woolfall. 

Unoom  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win 
Chester-street,  PentonvUle-road,  N. — On  June  24  the 
following  members  showed  some  nice  fish :  Mr.  Symps, 
bream  and  roach ;  W.  Watiing,  chub  and  dace ;  Mr 
Briley,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr  Richardson,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr, 
Biggs,  Mr.  Farr,  and  Mr.  Gilbert,  roach  and  dace. 

Nortb-EAst  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — Oar  next 
meeting  will  take  place  on  July  4,  when  I  hope  to  see  a 
good  muster,  as  we  have  some  important  business  to 
transact.  On  June  24  we  had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish 
Meesrs.  W.  Moore,  bream  and  perch ;  H.  Hart,  roach 
and  dace ;  S.  Barrett,  perch ;  and  E.  Lamb,  roach. 
G.  Taylor. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich,  S.E. — We  fish  our  next 
competition  at  Tonbridge  on  July  8  for  a  £3  2s.  cap  and 
two  half-guineas.  There  ara  still  two  prizgs  that  want 
winning,  and  they  can  be  fished  for  on  July  1,  punt  or 
bank  (rmng).  The  competition  at  Pulborough  did  not 
yield  much  fish.  First  prize  won  by  Mr  A.  W.  Nayler; 
second  prize,  Mr.  F.  Smithers  ;  special  prize  for  the  largest 
roach  won  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Nayler.  On  Jane  24  ther<j  were 
three  prizes  to  be  fished  for,  and  as  Mr.  P.  D.  Smithers 
in  his  rambles  came  across  lly  iz.  of  roach,  he  wins  Mr 
Cartwrigh'/s  album.  We  are  giving  some  good  prizes  for 
specimen  fish  for  season.  There  is  a  special  general  meet- 
ing called  for  July  10,  re  rules. — W.  B.  Naylek. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Soo  etr.  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green — The  new 
rules  are  now  ready,  and  can  be  had  on  application. 
C.  Addison  and  Sturge  were  elected  hon.  members. 
W.  Dennis  re-elected  chairman  for  the  coming  qaarter. 
J.  Nagle  and  J.  Jevans  as  auditors. — G.  Barrs. 

Phoanlz  Angling  sooiecy.  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W. — On  June  24  Mr.  Bouffler  weighed-in  a 
charming  variety  of  perch,  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  and  eels. 
There  will  be  one  four-horse  brake  to  Haretield  on  July  1, 
7.30  sharp,  so  please  back  up — R.  C. 

Queen's  Pis ca tori ils,  Qaeen's  Arms,  Chapel-street, 
Edgvvare-road,  N.W. — Oa  June  24  the  fo.lo  «ing  weighed- 
■  ;  J.  Yule,  A.  Beaver,  W.  Brind,  J.  Winsby,  J.  W. 
NichoUs,  F.  Coates,  and  R.  Andrews.  I  hope  members 
and  f  liends  will  not  forget  the  return  visit  on  the  A.A. 
list  on  July  3,  at  8  p  m.  I  should  esteem  it  a  favour 
should  all  interested  in  the  A.B,  cause  accept  this 
notice  as  an  invitation  instead  of  by  post  card.  I  also  wi^h 
to  remind  members  of  competition  at  Langley  on  July  8. 
There  are  nine  good  prizes  to  be  fished  for. — Geo,  Keene. 

Ro,»al  George  ungling  aociety.  Qaeen's  Arms, 
Bateman-atreet,  Soho-square. — On  June  24  most  of  our 
members  were  ont.  and  the  following  returned  with  fish  : 
Mestra.  Holder,  Webber,  Spielmann,  Longlaid,  Trotter, 
Brand,  Pope,  and  W.  Harris.  At  our  last  meeting  we 
were  fairly  attended,  and  got  through  a  deal  of  business, 
and  added  two  more  members  to  our  list. — J.  Gibbons. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — On  June  24 
Mr.  Bigaell  weighed-in  bream  from  Hythe.  Big  meeting 
on  the  27th.  Hope  members  will  turn  up  next  week  to 
our  prize  outing'  in  connection  with  the  Central  competi- 
tion — W.  B. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  The  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  June  24,  Mr. 
Woolton  weighed-in  two  barbel.  On  the  26th  Mr.  Jupp 
was  proposed  as  an  honorary  member,  and  Mr.  R.  Jacobs 
as  a  working  member.  Mr.  H.  Phillips  was  elected  as  a 
working  member.  Members  please  note  that  our  first 
outing  takes  place  on  Jaly  8  at  Yalding. — R.  Smith. 

South  Bermondss^  Club  and  Institute  Pis  <a- 
tonals,  Rotberhithe  New-road,  S  E  —On  Jane  23  Mr. 
A.  G.  8mith  again  recorded  barbel  and  chub;  and  on 
Jane  24  Meesrs.  T.  Wnichelow  and  W.  Costin  had  a  nice 
show  of  roach.  On  July  1  we  have  our  firat  mouthy  outing 
for  prizes.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  the  names  of 
members  requiring  their  privilege  and  A.B.S.  tickets. — 
J.  H.  Davies. 

Stepney  jiingling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  ritepuey. — The  follo<-ing  members  weigrted-in  on 
Jane  21 Messrs.  F.  Bilding,  Craythorne,  Woodford, 
Jolly,  Grindrod.  Several  other  members  were  out,  but 
too  late  to  weigh-in.  We  fish  our  first  match  at  Dagenham 
on  July  1.  Mr.  J.  Walker,  one  of  our  oldest  members, 
died  last  Friday, — W.  Beattik. 


Stookwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W.  —  No  fish  were  weighed-in  at  our 
last  meeting.  Messrs.  li  Herbert,  Bailey,  and  Jones  were 
elected.  The  outing  to  Burnt  Mill  on  July  1  promises  to 
be  well  attended. — Thos.  Lltcah. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — On  June  21-  Messrs. 
Grande  and  Payne  had  roach.  Our  priz9  outing  takes 
place  on  J  uly  8  ;  members  alio  wed  to  go  w  here  they  please, 
and  ctn  leive  London  on  the  Saturday  previous,  bat  not 
to  start  fishing  until  after  12  p.m. — G.  A.  Paynk. 

Sund.ai  Aaglini;  ^uiecy,  Winasor  Castle,  King's- 
street,  Hammiramith  — On  June  24  Messrs.  W.  Witten 
and  A.  E.  Cartwright  wtij(hed-iu  roach  and  bream. 
Conditions  for  brake  outing  to  Uxbridge  on  Ju  y  1 :  Meet 
at  club  hoase  at  (>  45,  and  the  brake  starts  at  7  a.m.,  and 
cease  fishing  at  7  p.m.,  and  the  brake  start  at  7.30.  We 
have  five  club  prizes,  Mr.  King's  cup,  and  four  private 
prizes  to  fish  for.  We  have  made  several  new  members 
since  the  commencement  nf  the  season. — C.  B.  Loch. 

Twickenham  Pissatorial  etociety.  Railway  Hotel, 
Twickenham. — We  had  a  good  attendance  at  our  meeting 
on  June  27.  Oar  members  c  jntinue  to  have  good  sport 
amongst  eels,  bream,  and  dace.  Our  barbel  competition 
promises  to  be  a  success,  as  nearly  all  the  members  have 
decided  to  fish  this  competition. — Gj:o.  Barrow. 

United  Brothers'  AngiiUj^  Sociecy,  Druid's 
Head  Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford.  —  On  June  2l6t 
our  annual  dinner  took  place.  We  had  a  very  large 
master  of  friends,  with  Sergt.-Maj  )r  Barrett  in  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  W.  Cooper  as  vice-chairman.  The  following 
were  also  present :  Messrs.  Elsmore,  Dryden,  Church, 
Macpherson,  Pay,  Lamb,  Shotter,  Nicol,  and  H.  Wan- 
stall.  Later  in  the  evening  Mr.  Wade  also  paid  us  a  visit 
in  time  for  the  collection  in  aid  of  the  A.B  .S.,  which 
amounted  to  something  over  a  guinea.  Prizes  were 
announced  from  the  following  gentlemen  :  Our  host,  Mr. 
Mackrill,  two  guineas ;  our  president,  one  guinei ;  Sargt.- 
Major  Barrett,  one  guinea;  Mr.  W.  H.  W.  Cooper,  one 
guinea ;  Mr.  G.  Shepberd,  one  guinea ;  Messrs.  Macksey, 
one  guinea ;  Gilby,  one  guinea ;  Eismore,  a  prize ;  Mac- 
pherson, lOa.  6i. ;  Lamb,  10a,  6J.  ;  Shotter,  10a.  01.  ; 
NicoJ,  10a.  6i. ;  Churca,  10a.  6d. ;  H,  Wanatall,  10a.  6i. ; 
and  Pay,  a  prize.  We  have  also  several  other  money 
priz3s,  amounting  to  upwards  of  £20.  On  the  24th  we 
had  a  grand  show  of  fish,  consisting  of  tench,  c^rp,  bream, 
roach,  and  dace  by  the  following  members  :  Measrs.  W. 
Drage,  J.  Steer,  H.  Fordham,  W.  G.  Cockerton,  C.  Freak, 
C.  Wilderspin,  and  your  humble  servant.  We  leave  the 
club-house  for  the  overnight  match  at  11,25  p.m.  this 
(Safurdaj)  evening. — F.  H  Beak. 

Waliiain  Gxe  n  andCh  l^ea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — A  very  full  attendance 
to-night,  at  which  we  had  the  pleasure  of  making  two  new 
members — Messra  Bickel  and  Harvey — and  received 
nomination  for  Mr.  Gates.  We  have  arranged  for  our 
firat  outing  t )  take  place  at  Woking,  and  have  five  prizes  ; 
conditions,  &o.,  to  be  ratified  next  Wednesday,  when  we 
hope  for  another  full  attendance.  We  have  the  revised 
copies  of  rules,  and  hope  absent  members  will  take  a  copy 
at  their  earliest  convenience. — W.  W.  D. 

Walthamstow  Brotners  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — On  June  24  only  two 
of  our  members  weighad-in  fish.  Mr.  Parnham,  dace; 
Mr.  W.  Oamont  had  bream,  and  a  tench  weighing  3Jlb., 
which  he  gave  to  the  club  to  be  preserved.  On  June  27 
the  election  of  ofiicers  took  place,  Mr.  Webb  being  elected 
treasurer  in  place  of  Mr.  Barker.  Mr.  Eaton  was  again 
re-elected  as  chairman.  After  a  very  busy  programme 
was  got  through.  The  preservation  scheme  was  ad  j  ourned 
till  next  meeting. — W,  Callcut. 

Walworth  <7altoniaud  Angling  Society,  St, 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E, — The 
first  c^mpatition  (open,  bauk  or  paut)  takes  place  on 
July  1,  wnen  ttiree  prizes  will  be  competed  for.  Mr.  G. 
Wilson  was  elected  a  working  member  of  the  club. — W. 
Wray. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
HLUingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — We  had  a  good  master 
at  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  night.  Ic  was  decided  to  open 
the  season  with  an  outing  at  Shallord,  when  I  hope  all 
members  will  be  present.  There  are  some  good  prizes 
offered.    We  enrolled  another  new  member. — W.  Cox^ 

Wenlock  Angling  S;iciecy.  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  E.  Avery  was 
proposed  aa  a  member.  Our  first  outing  of  the  season 
takes  place  at  Amberley  on  July  8,  for  four  prizes ; 
roving;  all  membeis  to  go  down  on  the  morning.  On 
Jane  24  the  following  had  fish:  Mr.  Kenn,  roach;  Mr. 
Hasler,  bream;  Mr.  Styman,  roach  and  dace;  and  Mr. 
Harman,  iroach  and  dace.  Will  those  clubs  who  have 
received  books  of  tickets  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  of 
our  late  secretary,  Mr.  Harden,  and  not  settled  for  same 
kindly  do  so  at  once  ? — H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Brothers  AJigling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  June  24  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  R.  Pethurat,  carp  and 
roach;  W.  Burling,  J.  Newton,  Barber,  and  F.  Homer, 
roach. — R.  Lowther. 

West  Kensington  Park  Angling  Society, 
The  Red  Cow,  Hammersmitu-road,  *V. — Oar  weekly 
meeting  took  place  on  Tuetday  last,  whea  the  u^ual 
buain  SB  was  transacted.  Tnruughou:  the  previous  week 
sevdral  of  our  members  have  been  out,  and  have  had  some 
grand  sport.  Mr.  Talbot  weighed-in  8  lib.  of  bream 
(heaviest  fish  3Jlb.).  Messrs.  Lonz,  R  ffell,  G.  Baldry, 
and  Thurlby  had  good  sport,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  Tne 
quarterly  meeting  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  next,  July  3, 
when  we  hope  to  have  a  good  mnstar,  there  being  a  lot  of 
business  to  get  through;  also  to  arrange  for  our  first 
outing. — W.  A.  Long. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N.— On  June  13  our  annuil  general 
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meeting  for  the  election  of  officers,  ico.,  for  the  ensuing 
Eeason  took  place.  The  following  were  re-elected  :  Presi- 
dent. W.  Butler;  vice-prefident,  A.  Langton;  secretary, 
W.  E.  Beaumont;  treasurer,  W.  Butler;  clerk  of  scales, 
W.  Brarg ;  committee,  Messrs.  H.  Walton,  F.  H.  Beau- 
mont, D.  Tliorpe,  jun  .  W.  Williams,  F.  Hoy,  W.  Smith, 
and  S.  Ckridgf.  On  June  17  the  foUowinst  had  fish :  W. 
Butler,  91b..  roach  and  dace.  On  the  24th,  W.  Butler, 
roach  ;  F.  Hoy.  roach ;  E.  A.  Hoy,  roach ;  A.  Laogton, 
bleak ;  W.  E.  Beanmont.  one  trout.  31b.  3oz.  ;  D.  Thorpe, 
trout  IJlb  On  the  27th  we  made  four  more  working 
members  — W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Wimbledon. — An  outina;  has  been  arranged  for  July  1  on 
olub  water  as  usual-  Three  prizes  offered.  First  train 
from  Wimbledon.  Weigh-in  at  the  Mitre  at  S  30  p.m. 
Since  tha  commencempnt  of  the  season  a  dozen  new 
members  have  been  enrolled.  A  long  list  of  special  prizes 
is  in  course  of  preparation.  The  best  fish  caught  up  to 
date  are  a  pike,  by  Mr.  J.  Golding,  of  71b.  Inz  ,  and  a 
roach  of  lib.  3'z  ,  by  Mr.  W.  Marlow,  The  Wey  is  in 
capital  order  for  fishing,  after  the  rain.  Members  cannot, 
however,  fish  from  the  meadows  until  the  green  grass  has 
been  out. — Hon.  Sec. 

Woking'  Avgling  Club. — On  Monday  last  the 
piircipal  business  was  the  fioal  discussion  and  adoption  of 
rules,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed  and  distributed. 
The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  year :  Treasurer, 
Mr.  H.  Waters  ;  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Heane  ;  assistant 
hon  eecretarv,  Mr.  B.  Heather. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Avgling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — Several  members 
booked  out  this  week,  and  the  following  weighed-in  :  Mr. 
T.  Cresswell,  a  good  show  of  barbel,  chub,  and  dace.  We 
fishfd  the  first  rourd  of  the  local  cud  at  Yalding.  and 
through  the  Bood  efforts  of  Messrs.  J.  Hicks,  F.  Hicks, 
Bird,  and  Smith  wo  take  second  place ;  Woolwich  Invicta, 
firp<- ;  Uii^pd  Old  Friends,  third.— J.  Wenslet. 

Te  Olde  Claphsm  Rovers  Mngl  rxg  Society, 
The  Windmill,  Clapbam  Park-road. — On  June  26  five  new 
members  were  elected.  A  general  meeting  will  be  held  on 
July  8  to  decide  on  the  outings  for  the  coming  month. — F. 
Taylor. 


The  Boyal  Aquaeium  Programme  will  be  changed 
by  the  introduction  of  a  number  of  new  "  turns "  on 
Morday.  Foremost  in  the  new-comers  are  Alec  Swann 
and  Elsie  Stanley,  who  have  bad  the  honour  of  appearing 
before  Her  Majesty  three  times.  They  give  a  clever 
fsfial  act  called  •'  The  Witchery  of  the  Face."  The  War 
Pictures,  which  commerced  last  Monday,  have  been  well 
received,  and  will  be  lepfated  on  the  certral  eta  ge_  every 
afternoon  and  evening.  The  Army  and  Navy  Exhibition 
closes  on  July  7. 

Marriage  of  Mr.  Thos.  Gartner  (landlord  of  the 
Metal  Bridge  Inn,  on  the  Border  Epk). — The  numerous 
anglers  who  from  time  to  time  have  enj  lyed  the  hospitality 
of  the  late  Mrs  Mary  Gartner,  of  the  Metal  Bridge  Inn, 
the  cosy  and  well  known  fishing  resort  on  the  Border  Bsk, 
will  be  intereeted  to  know  that  her  son,  Mr.  Thos. 
Gartner,  was  married  last  week,  at  Rockliffe  Church,  to 
Mies  Margaret  Mf^Lean,  daughter  of  Mr.  McLean,  station- 
master  at  ErcH'ffe.  The  marriage  was  celebrated  in  the 
ruined  church,  the  steeple  of  which  was  struck  down  by 
lightring  some  months  ago.  There  was  a  large  attendance, 
and  a  number  of  anglers,  both  local  and  from  distant 
parte,  witnessed  the  certmony.  Mr.  Gartner  is  very 
popolir  among  all  classfe  in  the  district,  and  it  may  truly 
be  said  that  he  is  a  worih/  son  of  the  esteemed  lady,  his 
mother,  who  died  in  October  last,  and  whose  traditions, 
now  he  is  at  the  helm,  he  is  faithfully  carrying  out. 


"  Straw  Hat  "  (Mr.  Jeffery)  had  two  socs  at  the 
front.  News  reached  him  that  one  was  dead.  But  it  was 
not  Jtffery,  but  "Jtffries."  He  was  invalided  home. 
Buffering  from  enteric  fever.  Many  London  arglers  know 
him  as  a  good  all-round  sportsman  and  athlete,  and  will  be 
glad  to  hear  that  he  is  improving  fast.  The  other  boy  is 
still  at  Pretoria. 

By  the  way,  I  have  in  my  possession  three  cards  sent 
me  by  one  of  the  late  town  guard  in  the  Kimberley  siege 
On  one  (Ward  3),  "Allowance  per  day  for  one  person : 
4oz.  eonp;  lOoz.  bread;  loz.  coffee ;  ioz.  tea;  2oz.  sugar 
4oz.  m.  meat."  Another  says :  "  Jib.  of  horse  flesh  every 
two  days  for  one  person."  And  the  other,  signed  by 
Doctor  Ortepp,  30  1  00,  "  De  Lacy,  J  bot.  (one  week)." 
What  I  should  like  to  know  is  whether  this  "  J  bot."  was 
physic  or  champagne. 

I  Koi'R  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  river  Lark  very  shortly,  and 
ibocgh  I  may  not  capture  trout,  can  safely  count  on  some 
good  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Howes,  of  the  Bull  Hi  tel,  is 
aVout  to  move  to  other  p'emiBeB  on  July  C,  so  that  anglers 
who  wish  to  fee  him  or  ce  more  must  hurry  up.  Mr.  W 
How^^tt,  the  general  siorptHry  of  tl'e  Lurk  A.S.,  hai 
leased  five  or  six  miles  ot  tishing  on  both  aides  of  the  river 
fro'n  laleham.sDd  when  1  htive  "  explored  "  it  shall  be 
better  able  to  report. 


Mr.  a.  Bamiibidor  (ion  of  that  well. known  fisherman 
Mr.  B.  K.  Bamhridge,  of  Eton)  oapturfd  a  fine  trout 
weighing  fully  R^lb.  It  waa  taken  at  Boveney  Weir  on 
Tuofiday,  June  20.  The  bait  was  a  live  dace,  and  gave 
twenty  minutes'  grand  aport.    It  waa  hia  first  "  fizeable  *' 


fish,  and  therefore  he  retained  it,  but  in  future  intends 
to  return  all  trout  under  71b.    Knowing  that  I  am  stUI 
a  delicate  state  of  health,  he  sent  it  to  "  Drag 
Mansion"  for  my  supper — and  right  good  it  was, 
 >♦ »♦<  

A  RECENT  meeting  of  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Associa- 
tion disclosed  the  fact  that  the  society  was  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition.  They  have  a  good  balance  in  hand, 
and  when  the  weeds  are  out  they  will  have  "  one  of  the 
finest  little  inland  fisheries  in  the  country."  Under  the 
secretaryship  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Ashley,  and  the  assistance 
of  a  strong  committee,  including  Mr.  C.  A.  Bryant,  a 
prosperous  future  is  in  store  for  them. 


Some  nice  rudd  are  being  taken  in  the  Ouse  near  Ely. 
Mr.  H.  Jackson  sent  me  one  in  grand  condition  weighing 
lib.  3oz.    He  eays  he  has  taken  them  up  to  21b. 


The  other  night  Mr.  William  Hood,  while  fishing  for 
trout  on  the  Tweed,  at  Drybnrgh,  hooked  what  appeared 
to  be  a  large-sized  trout,  judging  from  the  vigour  with 
which  it  pulled  and  the  consequent  difficulty  of  getting  it 
to  the  net.  After  some  time  the  nature  of  the  capture 
became  only  too  apparent.  Not  only  had  he  hooked  a 
trout  about  jlb.  in  weight  on  his  end  fly,  but  by  some 
means  or  other  a  waterhen  got  caught  cn  another  of  the 
hooks.  The  latter,  in  attempting  to  get  free  by  diving, 
had  been  the  chief  cause  of  the  angler's  difiiculty,  but 
ultimately  Mr.  Hood,  by  the  exercise  of  a  good  deal  of 
skill,  succeeded  in  securing  both  fish  and  bird. 

 >  <  

"  Why  do  goldfish  die  P  "  That  is  a  question  asked  me 
by  "Novice."  We  must  all  die — even  fish.  He  feeds 
them  on  bread,  and  sometimes  biscuits  or  "  a  bit  of  cake." 
No,  "  Novice,"  if  you  want  to  keep  them  alive  try  and  get 
running  water,  just  a  small  fountain ;  keep  the  water  clean 
and  cool.  Once  a  day  (night for  preference)  feed  them  ort 
gentles,  ants'  eggs,  or  fish  food  (which  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire).  I  have 
kept  dace,  chub,  carp,  tench,  minnow,  gudgeon,  and  g(  Id- 
fish  alive  and  well  for  years  an  Ford's  Food.  Nothing 
like  a  change  of  diet.  Once  a  week  they  may  have  a  bit 
of  steak — scraped  very  fine,  or  a  little  semolina.  No 
bread  ;  they  may  eat  meat  without  bread.  Mr.  Ford  will 
send  a  cample  of  his  fish  food,  post  free,  for  sixpence,  and 
a  little  of  it  goes  a  long  way. 


The  Little  Ouse  at  Brandon  is  just  now  in  grand  con- 
dition for  fishing.  Mr.  Rolph  (of  the  Bam  Hotel)  and  his 
merry  men  have  been  cutting  the  weeds  from  the  Sheep 
Wash  Staunch  to  Brandon  Bridge,  and  there  are  now  some 
nice  swims  available.  I  was  much  interested  in  the 
appliances  which  Mr.  Rolph  uses  for  weed  cutting,  and 
next  week  will  describe  the  process  fully.  The  Little 
Ouse  is  teeming  with  fish. 


Mr.  Harden,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  has  been 
having  good  sport  on  the  Lambourne.  According  to  the 
report  he  "  hooked  a  grand  trout,  which  promptly  bolted, 
head  first,  into  a  mass  of  Apium  inundatum ! "  Dear, 
dear  !  To  think  that  we  should  harbour  such  stuff  to  lose 
our  trout  in  !  I  niugt  look  my  Latin  up.  I  just  remember 
that  the  ancients  used  to  wear  garlands  made  of  celery, 
and  which  were  callrd  Apium graveolens.  The  Lambourne 
must  be  "  seen  to." 

 >  <  

The  Duke  of  Abercorn  has  given  notice  for  Tuesday 
next  of  a  question  to  the  Duke  cf  Devonshire  as  to  what 
arrangements  are  being  made  for  transfer)  i  g  the  care  of 
the  BncklandFish  Museum  to  the  Board  of  Trade  Fishery 
Departnaent.  Also,  why  the  museum  is  closed,  and  when 
it  will  be  re-opened. 

 >  » »  ♦  <  

The  Greenwich  Angling  Society,  whose  meetings  have 
for  some  long  time  been  held  at  the  Morden  Arms,  CirouS' 
street,  Greenwich,  announce  that  in  the  future  their  new 
home  will  be  the  Mitre  Hotel,  London  Street,  (ireenwich. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Gentral  Associa- 
tion of  London  Angling  Glubs  will  be  held  on  Monday 
evening,  July  2,  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden 
Lane,  Govent  Garden. 

 >  »«»  <  

The  hon.  sec.  of  the  recently-formed  society  (the  New 
Dulwioh  Waltonians)  writes:  "At  a  meeting  held  on  June 
27,  it  was  decided  to  alter  the  name  of  the  club  from  the 
New  Dulwich  Waltonians  to  the  East  Dulwioh  Anglerj. 
A  good  number  of  members  attended.  Officers  were 
elected,  and  several  ouiings  have  been  arranged  as  soon 
as  the  club  has  been  enrolled.  The  meeting  nights  have 
been  fixed  for  every  Monday  at  9  30  p.m." 


Mb.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  secretiry  of  the  Anglers' 
Asscciatinn,  writes  :  "  Owing  to  the  delay  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society's  audit,  and  the  alterations  in  the 
A  HSOciBt'on's  committee,  ir,  is  impossible  to  complete  '  The 
Gtride  Book.'  MimViers  may  rely  upon  my  issui-ing  them 
at  the  very  earliest  opportunity.  Will  adverttsinir  agents, 
and  pi  riions  desirous  of  adveftising  in  '  The  Guide  Book, 
please  note  that  I  am  closing  the  book  on  July  9,  after 
which  date  I  cannot  accept  any  advertisement." 


Mr.  "Ned"  OolI/Inbon.  the  hard-working  eeoretaty 
cf  the  St,  Ivei  (Hants.)  A.S.  says  the  weeds  will  be  cut 


very  shortly,  and  that  future  prospects  are  good.  Some- 
how there  is  a  great  liking  for  the  River  Ouse  at  St.  Ives 
and  Huntingdon  by  London  anglers,  and  two  prizes,  one 
of  five  guineas  and  one  of  a  guinea,  are  reserved  especially 
for  London  anglers,  given  by  the  St.  Ives  Society. 


In  the  museum  room  of  an  institute  down  Peckham  way 
(says  the  Daily  Express)  sits  an  intelligent  and  courteous 
naturalist.  This  gentleman  is  an  enthusiastic  conchologist, 
and  last  night,  to  a  party  of  two,  waxed  eloquent'over  a 
very  plebeian  shell  fish.  During  the  course  of  a  most 
interesting  and  learned  dissertation  he  made  the  following 
extraordinary  inquiry :  "  Have  you  every  seen  a  left- 
handed  winkle  "  "  Never  !  "  came  the  gasping  reply. 
Two  shells  were  then  taken  from  a  case  and  the  lecturer 
continued :  "  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  fine  specimen 
of  the  edible  snail,  but  there  is  nothing  remarkable 
about  it  SB  the  orifice  is  on_  the  right.  The  month,  how- 
ever, of  this  shell — indicating  the  other — is  on  the  left, 
and  forms  a  lusus  naturae,  but  one  of  no  particular  value. 
Now  a  left-handed  winkle  (littorina  liitoralis)  would  be 
worth  having,  its  market  price  being  no  less  than  £10.  It 
is  among  the  tew  things  that  the  British  Museum  doesn't 
poEsess,  in  fact,  there  are  but  two  known  specimens, 
honours  being  equally  divided  between  Liverpool  and 
Philadelphia." 

To  native  New  Englanders  (says  the  July  Scribner) 
there  is  no  tree  around  which  cluster  more  fond  memories 
than  the  sugar-maple.  When  they  see  her  shading  the 
occupants  of  the  benches  in  the  city  parks  as  graciously 
as  she  shelters  the  lambs  which  gather  at  her  foot  in  the 
New  Hampshire  pasture,  she  reminds  them  of  "  sapping- 
time,"  and  awakens  visions  of  the  old  moss-grown  sap- 
house,  around  whose  sunny  clearing  the  snow  melted  early. 
The  opening  in  the  forest  was  fringed  above  by  delicate- 
budding  branches  against  a  hazy  spring  sky,  the  little 
brook  ran  beneath  the  softening  snow-drifts  which 
remained,  or  sang  in  the  shadowy  glade  where  the  liver- 
wort and  trailing  arbutus  grew.  Chipmunks  frisked 
about  the  wood-pile,  while  the  bluebird  uttered  such  cheery 
notes  that  the  hard  work  of  carrying  brimming  pails  of 
sap  was  forgotten,  and  the  whole  thing  seemed  a  frolic. 
Every  spring  when  the  maples  blossom  in  the  park  these 
memories  come  back. 


( 


Mb.  Bubeoughs  speaks  of  "motherly  old  apple  trees, 
which  have  seen  trouble."  This  description  seems  to  me 
to  apply  more  truthfully  to  the  sugar-maple.  It  is  true 
that  apple  trees  are  too  often  neglected,  yet  it  is  no 
uncommon  thing  to  see  the  horizontal  branches  of  an  old 
tree  resting  serenely  upon  props,  and  its  decaying  trunk 
bound  about  by  iron  bands  to  make  its  declining  days  as 
comfortable  and  fruitful  as  possible.  But  the  old_  sugar- 
maple  has  truly  seen  trouble,  for  the  iron  has  literally 
entered  her  soul,  springtime  after  springtime.  While  her 
life-blood  is  dripping  into  the  bucket  from  the  auger-holes 
in  her  trunk,  she  hangs  out  her  delicate  fringes  of  bloom, 
and  does  the  best  she  can  with  the  Eap  which  is  left  to 
make  fob'age  and  new  wood. 


"  Few  fishermen,"  eays  Mr.  William  Hearder,  o 
Plymouth,  "seem  to  be  aware  of  the  excellent  sport  to 
be  obtained  by  spinning  with  a  rod  and  line  from  rooks 
and  jetties.  It  is  such  as  no  salmon  angler  need  disdain, 
nor  should  he  deem  his  salmon  rod  in  any  way  desecrated 
by  being  employed  to  dislodge  a  101b.  or  lolb.  bass  from 
his  native  element.  One  advantage  in  this  mode  of 
fishing  is  that  it  can  be  followed  in  weather  in  which  no 
boat  could  live  cn  the  water,  or  if  it  could,  no  fisher- 
man could  maintain  his  equilibiinm  and  few  stomachs 
their  wonted  placidity  in  it.  In  a  spanking  breeze, 
with  the  foaming  waves  dashing  at  his  feet,  and  occa- 
sionally covering  him  with  spray,  the  fisherman,  stand- 
ing on  the  craggy  point  of  a  headland,  with  his  16ft. 
or  18ft.  cane  spinning  rod,  and  fifty  or  sixty  yards  of  line, 
casts  out  his  minnow,  and  as  quick<y  draws  it  towards 
him  to  repeat  the  throw.  If  the  bass  are  cn  the  feed — 
and  this  seems  to  be  their  favourite  weather  tor  this  pur- 
pose— a  diizen  or  twenty,  running  from  31b.  to  131b.  each, 
may  be  bagged  in  a  few  hours,  in  addition  to  pollack  or 
lythe,  as  they  are  called  on  the  East  Coast,  and  mackerel 
in  their  season. 

 >»»♦<  

"The  most  difficult  part  of  the  process,  is  however, 
the  landing  of  a  heavy  fish  after  be  has  been- killed. 
This  is  best  acoomp  ished  with  a  gaff  or  landing  net, 
having  a  handle  about  10ft.  long  (in  joints,  of  course),  for 
the  tiiherman  can  seldom,  in  very  stormy  weather,  get 
nearer  than  this  to  his  victim  with  any  degree  of  safety, 
The  best  kind  of  rod  is  a  cane  soinning  rod,  from  14ft.  to 
18ft.,  or  even  20ft.  in  length,  BOyds  or  GOyds  of  running 
line,  flax  or  silk,  according  to  fifherman'o  taste,  eupple- 
metited  by  a  strorg  gut  trace,  to  which  the  artitioial  bait 
is  attached.  A  long  slip  of  white  paroliment  whipped  to  a 
hook  is  s<  mi  times  em^lojed  with  great  eff.  c  ;  Imt  the 
best  baits  are  the  plano-convex  minnow,  india-rubber  sand- 
eel,  Devon  or  Pbuntom  minnow,  and  various  imitation 
baits.  The  winch  may  bo  of  wocd  or  brass,  as  the  firher- 
man  may  prefer,  but  the  rod  should  be  liiiht  and  elastic." 


Mrs.  Skinneb  (the  boarding-house  keeper):  "I  can 
safely  say  this — my  table  literally  groans  under  the  weight 
of  the  food  upcn  it."  Mr.  Hall :  "  I'm  sure  it  does,  Mrs. 
Skinner.  Why,  the  table  would  groan  under  the  weight 
of  these  bisouiU  alone."  Dbaonbt. 
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28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,   CHELTENHAM-  _^  ' 

Practical  Angler.  My  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  iackie. 

MakBP  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

NO   CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER   PERSON    ASSUMING   THE    SAME  NAME. 

IMPORTANT  RAUTION-ThB  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogdan  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  op  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAVIO  SLAIER 

Newark-on-Trent. 

BUILT  CANE  SALMON  and 
TRODT  RODS, 

With  and  without  Steel  Centres  ;  one 
quality  only,  "the  best";  equal  to  any 
make  in  the  world.  These  rods  are 
entirely  manufactured  on  our  own 
premises  by  the  most  skilled  workmen, 
•and  we  will  guarantee  these  rods  for  five 
years. 


THE  LADY'S  RODv 

Built  Cane,  two  joints,  9ft.  long,  Universal 
winch  fittings,  spiral  lock  joints,  tteel 
anake  rings,  cedar  handle  and  partition 
case.    Price  £2  2s. 


The  Best  all-round  Eod  for  bottom  fishing 
for  Roach,  Bream,  and  Barbel  is  the 


NEWARK  PERFECTION 


East  Tnd-a  cane  butt  and  middle,  two 
greenheart  tops,  balanced  handle,  Uni 
■versal  winch  fittings,  and  partition  case 
Price— 10,  11,  or  12  feet, 

21s. 

With  cork  handle,  25s. 


Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 


The  Lightest  Bods  hi  use.   Weight,  8oz.  to  lOez 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bambo 
Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d.  cashomy 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch    flttinga,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle,  Is.  extra. 
"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.   Wonld  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it."— Marston,  FisHiNS  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  EOACH  EOD.  3- joint 
balance  oandle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings, 
brazed  ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag.  about  12oz. 
Price,  10ft.,  48.  9d. ;  lOJft.,  -59.  4d.  ;  lift.,  .5b.  lOd. 
carriage,  4d. 

Finest  Undrawn  Gut.  first  quality,  201n.,  3b.  6d 
per  100;  finest  ever  seen  Drawn  Gut,  1.5in.,  first 
quality,  38.  9d. ;  yard  Gut  Casts,  lOd.  per  dozen. 


BOOT 

Fishing  Rod  Malcer  and  Gut  MercliaDt 


THE  BEST  FOOD  FOR  FISH 

Made  from  Prime  Fresh  Fish. 
15/-  per  cwt.,  delivered  England  and  Wales. 

LIVERiNE  LIMITED,  CRIMSBY. 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

PbesidenT:  Sir  EDWABD  BIBKBEOK,  Bart, 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  &  B.  XbAII.WAYS 

ist  OCTOBER  to  3ist  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 
BOATS   AT   nXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Bestaurant  Frascati,  Oxford-street, 
London. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Charles 
S.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion  House-cham- 
bers, 11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.G. 


HAVE  YOU  TRIED 

NATURAL  BAIT  ? 

25  YEARS'  test  has  proved  it  to  he 
THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  for  aU  fish 
taking  a  paste  bait.  Two  colours.  White 
and  Pink,  sticks  well  on  the  hook. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALEES,  in  Packets 
3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage 
extra)  of  the   Maker  —  WM.  KING 
Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich  (late  15 
Commercial-road,  London,  E.). 


The  Proprietors  of 

THE  OLD  WELSH  HARP 

HENDON,  MIDDIiESEX, 

Will  undertake  to  Net  and  Eemove 
Coarse  Fish  from  any  private  streams  or 
lakes  Free  of  Charge  within  a  reason- 
able distance  of  London.  -Apply  above. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

UlOlfl  rO  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers 
rlAulVLud  Seals'  Fur,  Pigs'  Wool,  &c 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES,  Mardyko,  Cork. 


A  ANDERSONS' L™ 


Gold  Medal  and  Special  Prize 

FISHING  BROGUES. 

No.  1.  The  •  SANDEMAN  ' 

BROGUE,  made  of  tin;  vftry 
Best  Quality  Leather  procurable, 
and  Super  Stout  Canvas,  recom- 
mcndc'l  for  the  Hardest  Wear. 

The  most  practical  Brogue  ever 
introduced  ;  quite  a  new  out,  design,  and  fastening, 
so  that  they  are  very  easily  and  quickly  put  on  or 
off  have  Sandproof  tongues  and  patent  fastenings, 
instead  of  usual  strapping,  which  so  often  comes 
to  ?nef  with  the  water. 

FRASER  SANDEMAN,  ESQ., 

writes : 

"They  are  the  best  I  ever  had,  and  the 
Metal  Fastenings  are  a  great  improve- 
ment, whi'e  the  tongue  heing  sewn  all 
round  is  a  decided  advantage. 


No.  2  T.  The  "  TILT  "  BROGUE,  same  quality 
leather  as  No.  1  Brogue,  only  lighter,  and  Super  Medium 
Grev  Canvas.    Suitable  for  Hard  Wear. 

No.  3   S.     The   '  SEVERN" 
BROGUE,  Good  Sound  Leather,  and 
Stout  Bvown  Canvas  to  strap.  Suit- 
able for  Meditim  Work. 

No.  4.  The  "NEVERSLIP" 
BUOGUE.  This  i-i  a  light  Shoe 
Brogue  with  Felt  Soles  and 
Hobbed  Heels,  recommended 
(not  for  hard  wear)  to  give  a 
sure  foothold  on  slippery  rocks  and  boulders. 


ANDERSONS'  LT^. 

The  Anglers'  Waterproofers, 

37,  Queen  Victoria  St., 


LONDON,  E.G. 


ANGLERS!  ANGLERS!! 

THOMAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CEOWN   STREET,  COCKEEMOUTH. 

IB  NOW  SHOWlNa  A  SPLENDID 

SELECTION  of  NEW  FISHING  REQUISITES. 

Lake  and  Trout  Rods  all  prices.  Well  balanced 
Greenheart  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Rods,  with 
Cork  Handles,  from  SOs.  to  GOs.  each.  Selmon 
and  Trout  Gut  of  the  best  quality.  Finest 
luidrawn  Gut,  21Jin.,  7b.  6d.  per  hank,  cannot  be 
enualled.  Ef  els  in  every  variety.  Lines  in  cotton, 
flax,  and  silk.  Flies  to  suit  all  waters,  on  gut  or 
eyed  hooks.  ,       ^  „. 

Agent  for  S.  Allcock  and  Co. 'a  Celebrated  Fish- 
ing Tackle.  Sole  agent  in  North  of  England  and 
South  Scotland  for  Manchester  Cotton  Twine 
Spinning  Company's  Waterproof  Lines,  &c. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  information  for  the  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


GISHURSTINE, 


The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co..  Limited,  London 


IMPROVED  PATENT. 

SOLD  ON  CONDITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWL. 


F.  W.  DALE 

Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST., 


66 


99 


Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  Dry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittings,  and  finish  is 

best  value  made. 

Greenheart,  1  guinea ;  Built-eane,  4  guineas. 

All  len^hs  from  O^ft.  to  lift. 

FuIES  FOR  FLOATING,  WET  WORK,  Y0RKS3IRE,  WALES,  AKD  THE  HORTH  COUlTrRY. 

Is.  6d.  per  do«en. 
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'    ON^TJ^^  SURFACE. 

BLOW-likNING     AND  DaPING. 

During  the  first  three  months  of  the  fishing 
season,  throuo;h  those  hours  of  the  clay  when  the 
strength  and  brilliance  of  the  sunshine  brings  the 
fish  to  the  surface  and  renders  them  lazy  and 
disinclined  to  feed,  the  blow  line  is  one  of  the 
most  effective  methods  of  fishing  that  can  be 
used. 

To  digress  for  a  moment,  I  am  forced  to  admit 
that  to  me  personally  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise 
that  the  fly  rod  does  not  find  greater  favour  than 
it  actually  does  among  the  London  anglers. 
Taking  them  individually  and  collectively,  they 
are  wonderfully  progressive  and  up-to-date  in 
their  methods  of  catching  fish.  Indeed,  if  I  indulged 
in  the  practice  of  betting — a  form  of  speculation 
to  which  I  have  an  intense  and  inveterate 
antipathy — I  would  cheerfully  lay  the  first  bite 
of  a  halfpenny  cake  on  the  average  London 
angler  against  all  comers  from  any  otber  district 
in  England.  Yet,  strange  to  say,  with  some  few 
and  isolated  exceptions,  he  is  so  strongly  wedded 
to  the  bottom  rod,  and  of  that,  to  the  Lea  roach 
pole,  that  he  has  from  force  of  habit  come  to 
regard  the  fly  fisherman  with  pretty  much  the 
same  feelings  of  contempt  that  the  man  who 
devotes  himself  to  salmon  and  trout  angling  looks 
on  the  more  humble,  but  in  his  way  equally 
skilful,  bottom  fisherman.  Considering  the 
difficulties  they  have  to  encounter  in  reaching 
the  waters  from  which  their  sport  is  ob- 
tained— for  it  must  not  be  forgotten  or  over- 
looked that  a  day's  fishing  means  a  more  or  less 
expensive  journey  away  from  town,  and  therefore 
the  exercise  of  a  certain  amount  of  self-denial  in 
other  directions,  involving,  maybe,  the  deprivation 
of  some  article  of  daily  necessity — it  is  surprising 
rather  than  otherwise  that  anglers  are  as  numerous 
in  London  as  they  now  are,  more  especially  as  the 
majority  of  those  who  form  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  200  and  odd  metropolitan  clubs  are  Cockneys 
bred  and  born.  The  fly  fisherman,  for  some 
inscrutable  reason,  considers  himself  a  very 
superior  unit  in  the  piscatorial  scale,  an  idea 
which  has  been  fostered  by  the  writers  on  this 
branch  of  angling.  Whole  chapters  are  devoted 
to  its  artistic  aspect,  others  give  elaborate  and 
appalling  dissertations  on  the  minute  nicety 
necessary  to  be  observed  in  the  selection  of  the 
exact  colours  of  the  interminable  list  of  flies 
indispensable  for  the  proper  and  complete  outfit 
of  a  fly  fisherman.  Then,  too,  there  is  generally 
a  fair  amount  of  space  devoted  to  the  laudation 
of  the  superior  knowledge  of  the  writer,  or  of 
himself  and  his  particular  school,  and  the  blatant 
ignorance  of  the  rest  of  the  fishing  world  who 
differ  with  his  opinions,  and  the  novice,  being 
probably  a  man  of  peaceful  disposition,  and 
scenting  battle  afar,  relinquishes  any  idea  he  may 
have  held  of  becoming  a  fly  fisherman,  and 
devotes  his  time  and  attention  to  the  less  intricate 
art  of  bottom  fishing. 

Those  anglers,  however,  who  do  not  care  to 
break  new  ground,  and  learn  what  our  American 
cousins  euphonistically  term  "  bug  slinging,"  can 
try  with  profit  to  themselves  two  other  branches 
of  fishing  with  a  fly,  which,  although  they  do  not 
come  within  the  strict  classification  of  fly  fishing 
proper,  are,  nevertJheless,  productive  of  good 
sport  when  it  is  too  hot  to  do  anything  else  than 
lounge  in  the  shade,  consume  shandygaff'  and 
kindred  cooling  libations  to  the  goddess  of  the 
summer,  and  smoke  in  lazy  contentment,  waiting 
patiently  until  the  cool  of  the  evening  shall  bring 
the  fish  on  to  the  feed  again.  These  are  technically 
called  "  blow-lining  "  and  "  daping,"  and  here  it 
is,  in  regard  to  the  first,  that  the  proper  and 
exact  mission  in  life  of  the  bluebottle  is  fulfilled. 

For  the  purpose  of  blow-lining  any  ordinary 
bottom  rod  will  answer  admirably  if  it  is  about 
I'Jft.  in  length,  and  not  too  limber  in  the  back- 
bone. The  line  in  composed  of  filaments  of  floss 
silk,  which,  although  when  in  single  strands  is  a 
material  of  the  most  fragile  character,  is,  never- 
theless, exceedingly  strong  in  combination,  and 
gives  a  good  illustration  of  the  old  proverb  of  the 
bundle  of  sticks.  This  should  ha  wound  on  to  a 
4in.  centrepin  Nottingham  reel,  the  barrel  of 
which  has  l>een  lapped  with  five  or  six  thicknesses 
of  flannel  in  order  to  increase  its  diameter,  and 
enaltle  it  to  give  off  an  additional  amount  of  line. 
The  bottom  should  be  made  up  of  a  No.  14  hook 


and  a  yard  of  the  finest  gossamer  drawn  gut,  as 
it  is  absolutely  essential  that  the  whole  of  the 
tackle  should  be  as  light  as  possible  compatible 
with  a  reasonable  amount  of  strength. 

Now  we  come  to  the  part  played  in  blow- 
linicg  by  the  bluebottle.  Following  the  cele- 
brated dictum  of  the  late  Mrs.  Glasse,  of  cookery 
book  fame,  anent  the  hare,  it  is  first  necessary  to 
catch  a  supply  of  bluebottles  and  then  to  kill 
them.  The  best  way  to  do  this  is  to  buy  a  supply 
of  gentles  and  let  them  turn  into  chrysalides  and 
then  hatch  out  into  flies,  the  box  being  covered 
with  a  strip  of  gauze  to  prevent  their  escape  and 
facilitate  observations  being  made  on  their 
emergence  into  the  winged  state.  As  soon  as 
enough  flies  have  come  out,  fill  the  tin  with  boiling 
water,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  instantly  kill 
the  whole  of  its  inhabitants,  and  then  sort  them 
out  from  among  the  debris  of  the  chrysalide 
cases,  dead  chrysalides,  and  sand  in  which  they 
have  been  lying  up.  While  they  are  yet  damp 
place  a  light  tie  made  from  a  single  strand  of 
floss  silk  twice  around  the  centre  of  the  body  of 
each  fly,  and  store  them  in  a  convenient  box  on  a 
layer  of  cotton  wool  to  prevent  them  when  dry 
and  brittle  from  shaking  and  falling  to  pieces  on 
being  carried  in  the  haversack  or  in  the  coat 
pocket.  They  can  be  used  while  perfectly  fresh, 
but  as  bluebottles,  like  policemen,  have  a  repre- 
hensible habit  of  not  being  on  hand  when  wanted, 
it  is  best  to  prepare  a  stock  beforehand,  the  object 
of  the  silk  tie  being  to  hold  the  fly  on  the  hook,  as 
any  attempt  to  pass  the  point  through  the  bodies 
of  the  flies  when  they  have  'become  dry  and 
brittle  would  result  in  their  breaking,  and,  more- 
over, if  the  attempt  was  in  any  way  successful, 
the  hardness  of  the  body  would  obstruct  the 
passage  of  the  hook  into  the  fish's  mouth. 

For  commencing  fishing  take  the  bank  from 
which  the  wind  is  blowing,  and  select  a  nice  clean 
gravel  scour,  or  a  piece  of  water  of  moderate 
depth.  As  soon  as  any  fish  are  noticed  basking 
on  the  surface,  grasp  the  fly  lightly  between  the 
thumb  and  forefinger  of  the  left  hand,  and  with 
the  three  remaining  fingers  pull  out  a  length  of 
line  approximate  to  the  distance  at  which  the  fish 
are  basking,  taking  care  to  keep  the  strands  of 
silk  clear  from  long  grass  or  any  similar 
obstruction.  As  soon  as  a  puff  of  wind  comes 
release  the  fly,  and  allow  it  to  float  outwards,  keep- 
ing the  point  of  the  rod  elevated  so  that  the  bait 
can  be  guided  to  its  destination.  As  it  floats 
towards  the  fish  slightly  lower  the  point,  and 
when  it  is  well  over  them  lower  the  point  again, 
and  make  the  fly  drop  on  to  the  water  as  daintily 
as  the  fall  of  a  feather  of  thistledown.  If  it 
remains  unnoticed  raise  the  point  of  the  rod,  and 
let  the  fly  drop  again  in  the  same  dainty  manner 
an  inch  or  two  away  from  its  former  position. 
Ten  to  one  there  will  come  an  answering  circle  in 
the  water,  a  tightening  of  the  line,  and  that  fierce 
struggle  for  liberty  on  the  part  of  the  fish  which 
is  beloved  of  every  angler. 

Daping,  or  dapping,  unlike  blow-lining,  requires 
very  strong  tackle,  because  it  is  principally  used 
for  taking  chub  when  they  lie  under  dense 
hawthorn  bushes,  and  in  similar  difficult  situations 
where  they  cannot  be  reached  by  ordinary  means, 
or  where  by  the  use  of  less  substantial  materials 
a  smash-up  would  be  inevitable.  A  stout  pike  rod, 
reel,  and  line  is  therefore  requisite,  and  to  this 
must  be  added  2ft!  of  natural  gut  with  a  No.  4 
hook,  2ft.  above  which  should  be  a  moderate-sized 
bullet  of  from  .'>o/.  to  tOz.  in  weight.  Any  kind 
of  large  land  beetle  makes  a  good  bait,  but  I 
prefer  cockchafers,  which  may  be  taken  in  almost 
any  quantities  with  a  landing  net  after  sunset 
while  flying  around  the  hawthorn  bushes.  Before 
using  the  cockchafer  break  off"  its  hard,  shelly 
outer  wings,  and  then  lightly  thread  it  on  to  the 
hook  through  the  brown  part  of  the  body  next  to 
the  head,  which  corresponds  in  our  anatomy  to 
the  chest ;  next  wind  the  line,  bullet  and  all, 
carefully  round  the  point  of  the  rod  until  the 
cockchafer  rests  against  the  top  ring.  The  fun 
now  (commences,  and  odds  are  even  either  way. 
When  the  position  of  any  chub  has  been  spotted, 
thrust  the  rod  point  cautiously,  and  with  the 
least  possible  noise,  through  a  convenient  hole  in 
the  branches  of  the  selected  bush,  and  giving  the 
rod  a  reverse  motion,  but  at  the  same  time 
keeping  firmly  hold  of  the  line,  untwist  it,  and 
immediately  it  is  perfectly  free  pay  out  the  line  inch 
by  inch  until  the  weight  of  the  bullet  has  carried 
the  cockchafer  on  to  the  surface  of  the  water. 


The  cockchafer  directly  he  gets  afloat  will  open 
his  under  wings  and  will  commence  to  kick  out 
vigorously,  but  if  this  should  prove  ineffective  in 
rising  a  chub  slightly  relax  the  grasp  of  the  right 
hand,  and  with  the  left  pull  in  a  few  inches  of 
line  and  make  him  dance  up  and  down.  It  must 
be  a  chub  quite  out  of  the  usual  order  who  can 
resist  such  a  tempting  morsel,  and  though,  as 
Walton  says,  "  they  be  the  fearfullest  of  fishes," 
by  quiet  manipulation  it  is  quite  possible  to  secure 
three,  and  even  four,  takable  specimens  from  the 
same  swim — that  is,  if  no  movement  on  the  part 
of  the  angler  occurs  to  awaken  their  suspicions 
that  things  are  not  exactly  conducive  to  their 
health  and  well-being.  There  is  one  detail  I  have 
not  touched  on,  and  that  is  landing  your  chub 
when  you  have  hooked  him.  The  only  advice  I 
can  give  upon  it  is  something  similar  to  Cromwell's 
admooition  to  his  Ironsides  just  before  going  into 
action,  to  keep  their  powder  dry  and  trust  in 
Providence.  No  two  chub  swims  which  require 
daping  are  alike,  but  they  are  most  of  them 
awkward,  therefore  you  must  exercise  your 
native  ingenuity,  pull  jow  hardest  to  prevent 
the  fish  getting  the  upper  hand,  and,  like  the 
Ironsides,  put  your  trust  in  Providence.  Daping, 
in  spite  of  the  stoutness  of  the  tackle,  is  an 
occupation  in  which  an  angler  requires .  all  the 
help  he  can  get,  whether  he  has  it  from  Providence 
or  from  a  less  exalted  source.  I  speak  from  the 
experience  begotten  of  many  a  stiff  tussle, 
accentuated  by  sorrowful  memories  of  favourite 
rods  fractured  beyond  the  skill  of  the  tackle 
maker  to  repair  their  injuries,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  loss  of  an  amount  of  tackle  the  monetary 
value  of  which  would  have  made  a  slight  reduction . 
in  the  National  Debt.  A  Veteran. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
PuNCTUALLr  at  8.30  Mr.  Eobt.  C.  Blundell  took  the- 
chair  at  Monday's  meeting  of  this  society,  and  soma 
mteresticg  and  entertaiciinfc  angling  ezperienceB  were 
forthcoming.  Mr.  Harry  N.  Campbell  reported  some 
excellent  fishing  he  had  had  in  Satherlandshire.  It 
appeared  that  ia  sixteen  days  he,  with  Mrs.  Campbull, 
creeled  in  the  Altnaoealgach  district  no  fewer  than  93^ 
sizeable  trout,  weighing  273|lb.,  a  total  trnly  "  pro- 
digious," as  Dominie  Sampson  would  say.  The  moat 
biUing  flies  were  Zulu,  Butcher,  Black  and  Bley,  Black 
acd  Teal,  Red  and  Teal,  and  March  Brown.  Mr.  Prank 
Lincoln  had  a  nice  trout  on  the  Uzbtidge  water  of  over 
21b.,  and  prospects  lev  roach  fishing,  which  oommences  on 
July  1,  are  pirticularly  bright,  as  the  shallows  are  alive 
with  heavy  fish.  Capt.  A.  E.  Hayward-Pinch  also  took  a 
small  trout  on  the  Esd  Spinner,  on»  of  the  bast  dry  flies 
to  use  on  this  stretch.  Mr.  J.  W.  Ziehnsdorf  paid  a  visit 
to  Deal  on  Saturday,  and  although  he  had  aeven  score  of 
pontine  in  an  hour  and  a  half,  they  ran  small.  The  big 
'uns,  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  added,  are  coming  along,  which  is 
some  satisfaction,  at  all  events.  At  Newbury  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher  creeled  a  nice  trout,  but  the  weather  was 
shockingly  bad,  high  winds  and  rain  obtaining  during  the 
two  days  be  fished  the  Kennet.  Mr.  H.  Harden  took  some 
pretty  fish  on  the  Lambourne  with  the  Silver  Sedge.  He 
hooked  a  grand  trout,  which  promptly  bolted  head  first' 
into  a  maEs  of  Apium  inundatum,  and,  adept  as  he  is  at 
extricating  trout  from  extraordinary  and  dangerous 
positions,  and  though  he  le  facile  prince'ps  at  gently  haul- 
ing them  over  weed  beds,  sandbanks,  and  what  not,  he 
failed  to  move  the  specimen  he  had  on  after  minutes  of 
patient  trial.  Something  had  finally  to  go.  The  trout 
went,  and  the  line  came  back  minus  fly  and  point,  to  the 
grief  of  the  piscator.  Mr.  R.  H.  Atterbury  had  gond 
SDort  at  Lucerne  amongst  perch  and  dace.  Mr.  £.  W. 
Thomas  told  the  story  of  how  he  hooked  a  41b.  bream  in 
the  Mole  on  a  May  Fly.  The  bank  was,  however,  so 
steep  that  it  was  impossible  to  land  the  fish.  It  was 
played  with  for  a  while,  and  the  cist  was  then  broken. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  took  a  trout  of  a  curious  colour  on  a 
private  part  of  the  Colne.  It  was  a  21b.  fish,  and  was 
perfectly  silvery  like  a  salmon,  with  only  half  a  dozen 
black  spots  on  it.  Mr.  Brown  had  also  a  good  chub  from 
the  same  water.  A  number  of  dace  had  been  taken  at 
Uxbridge,  but  none  of  an  unusual  size.    M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ueual  weekly  meeting,  held  at  the  Masons'  Hall 
Tavern,  Coleman-street,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  S.  J. 
Chasteney  occupied  the  chair.  The  weather  of  late  not 
having  been  suitable  for  fly  fishirg  to  siy  the  least  of  it, 
good  reports  were  not  looked  for,  and  this  was  wise,  oe 
experiences  related  proved,  and  the  re-stocking  box  in 
consequence  had  a  flourishing  time.  Several  members 
had  visited  the  Chesham  waters,  but  without  success, 
though,  strange  to  relate,  it  seemed  a  pretty  general 
experience  to  prick  and  lose  fish.  Mr.  Ohasteney  had 
three  brace  one  day  recently,  and  retained  three 
fish,  and  on  Saturday  one  fish  only,  losing  several 
very  nice  fish.  Mr.  S.  Meyers  had  three  or  four  days' 
fishing  at  Leohlade,  but  the  weather  experienced  was  all 
against  sport,  and  he  only  had  a  few  roach,  dace,  and 
one  pike  of  71b.,  with  the  worm,  hut  this  was  given 
its   liberty.    Mr.  Buckingham,  some  dace  from  the 
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 les  with  the  fly.    Mr.  Forbrooke,  roach,  bream,  and 

dgeon  from  the  Mole.  Mr.  Gibson  jonrneyed  to 
colnsbire  to  a  favourite  bit  of  fly  water  for  ooarse  &ih, 
nt  the  river  was  overgrown  with  weeds.  A  visitor  to  the 
water  at  Chesham  hooked  several  trout,  which  he  lost, 
and  finished  bis  day  with  a  nice  fish  of  13in.  On  Tuesday 
-ext  there  will  ba  a  committee  meeting  at  seven  o'clock 
aarp;  will  the  members  of  same  please  accept  this  as  a 
notice  !-  As  the  Masons'  Hall  Tavern  premises  are  coming 
down  at  the  end  of  this  year,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the 
society  to  find  fresh  quarters  by  that  time.  A  sub- 
committee hi8  been  formed  to  deal  with  this  question,  and 
it  is  urgently  requested  that  should  any  member  know  of 
a  room  which  he  considers  would  be  suitable  to  the  society, 
will  he  please  communicate  with  the  hon.  sec.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair  concluded  the  meeting.    Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  the  society,  held  at 
the  Eestaurant  Frasoati,  Oxford-street,  W.,  on  Wednes- 
day, June  27,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  H.  W.  Lane  occupied  the 
chair.  The  minutes  of  tiie  previous  meeting  were  read 
and  confirmed.  The  hon.  secretary  read  a  report  from 
.Jordan,  one  of  the  society's  boatmen  at  Dungeness, 
stating  that  mackerel,  dabs,  and  whiting  are  now  plentiful 
there.  Mr.  Minohin  mentioned  that  he  had  heard  from 
the  society's  agent  at  East  Looe  stating  that  the  pollack 
fishing  had  been  very  good,  but  that  mackerel  fishing  was 
excellent.  Mr.  Barnsden  mentioned  that  he  had  found 
that  an  excellent  way  of  preserving  Ingworm  was  to  place 
them  between  two  dry  sacks  with  a  little  sand,  and  also 
gave  some  very  interesting  details  of  fishing  at  Walton-on- 
the-Xaze.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and 
the  usual  toast  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  closed 
the  meeting.       Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


UNLAWFUL  FISHING. 
Ox  Tuesday,  at  the  Bedale  Petty  Sessions,  Harold 
Gandie,  East  Baldon,  near  Sanderland,  was  charged  with 
unlawfully  fishing  in  the  Bedale  Beck  at  Crakehall,  on 
the  20th  inst.,  without  having  obtained  permission.  Mr. 
Wm.  Fowle,  solicitor.  Northallerton,  appeared  to 
prosecute,  and  eilled  James  Linskill,  gamekeeper  to 
Col.  Garrett,  who  said  he  saw  the  defendant  angling  in 
the  Beck  from  the  road  running  through  Little  Crakehall, 
over  which  Col.  Garrett  had  the  sole  right  of  fishing.  He 
was  first  of  all  on  the  road  fishing  over  the  iron  railings, 
and  then  he  got  over  the  fence  and  got  on  to  the  trunk  of 
a  tree,  in  order  to  get  his  line  better  in  the  water.  When 
he  spoke  to  defendant  he  said  that  anyone  had  the  right  to 
&ih  there,  and  be  would  continue  to  do  so,  and  he  again 
got  over  the  rails  and  continued  fishing.  He  had  seen  a 
Baptist  minister  there  fishing  some  time  previonsly,  bat 
he  gave  up  at  once  when  told  be  was  doing  wrong,  and  had 
not  been  there  again.  Mr.  Arthnr  Watts,  of  Northaller- 
ton, land  agent,  whose  father  was  the  agent  for  Lady 
Cowell's  estate,  which  encloses  the  stream  in  question, 
said  the  land  was  in  the  oosupation  of  Messrs.  Bobert  and 
John  Leake,  but  the  fishing  was  leased  to  Col.  Garrett. 
Defendant  said  he  fished  in  the  stream  at  that  pj,rticiilar 
place  in  total  ignorance  that  he  was  doing  wrong.  If  he 
had  known  he  would  not  have  fished  there  at  all.  He  was 
told  by  EOme  of  the  inhabitants  of  Crakehall  that  he 
could  fish  there.  The  Chairman  said  the  Bench  would 
impose  a  email  fine  as  a  warning  to  others.  Defendant 
would  have  to  pay  a  fine  of  Ss.,  and  12a.  costs. — J.  E. 
MiLLEE,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds.  


FISH  DESTROYED  IN  THE  NILE. 
The  cutting  of  the  sudd  on  the  Upper  Nile  and  the 
consequent  release  of  large  volumes  of  stagnant  water  has 
had  an  ue anticipated  inflaence  on  the  condition  of  the  river 
at  Assuan.  From  reports  received  by  Sir  Benjimin  Baker 
from  the  engineering  staff  it  would  appear  that  the  absence 
of  free  oxygen  in  the  water  has  caused  wholesale  destruc- 
tion of  the  fiah.  Within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  resident 
engineer's  oflice  at  least  a  million  dead  fish,  ranging  in  size 
from  minnows  to  6ft.  in  length,  are  to  be  found,  and 
although  the  season  is  relatively  cool  (the  shade  temperature 
not  exceeding  112  degrees)  the  odour  is  unpleasant  and 
adherent  to  those  who  cannot  dispense  with  their 
customary  bath.  There  is,  of  course,  no  other  drinking 
water  available,  and  fortunately  no  evils  have  resulted 
from  its  use.  This  is  consistent  with  London  experience 
when  it  was  nsual  to  pour  crude  sewage  into  the  stream. 
The  filtered  water,  though  clear  and  odourless,  was  drunk 
with  impunity  ;  but,  having  no  free  oxygen,  eels  plunged 
into  it  would  straggle  violently  and  finally  die  of  suffoca- 
tion, as.  no  doubt,  has  been  the  case  with  the  fish  in  the 
Nile  nnder  the  special  circumstances  resulting  from  the 
long-deferred  cutting  of  the  sudd  this  year. — The  Times, 


A  FISH-HOOK  STORY. 
I  KNOW  nothing  about  eatching  water  fish.  The  only 
time  I  ever  used  fish-hooks  was  to  catch  a  fish  on  land. 
You  may  laugh,  but  I  will  tell  you  how  it  happened. 
Many  years  ago  I  was  a  rural  constable  in  Sussex,  and 
about  fair  time  we  were  much  annoyed  by  so  many  of  our 
country  people  haying  their  pockets  picked.  The  men 
who  robbed  our  simple  people  were  so  "fly"  that  we 
.y)uld  not  "  spot  "  them.  Our  fair  lasted  two  days.  On 
the  first  day  fire  watches  were  stolen,  besides  purses  and 
other  things.  My  head  const^able  bullied  me  and  my 
mates  (or  not  detecting  the  thieves.  I  took  it  much  to 
heart,  and  couldn't  sleep. 

Aj  I  lay  a-thioking,  a  lacky  idea  came  into  my  mind.  I 
remembered  Aat  a  gentleman  who  had  been  lodging  T7ith 


us  whilst  he  was  fishing  in  our  river  left  a  packet  of  hooks 
when  he  went  away.  I  woke  up  my  missus  at  four  in  the 
morning.  "  Missns,"  says  I,  "  I  am  going  to  wear  Ben 
Kent's  suit  to-day  (Ben  was  my  cousin,  a  big  gamekeeper, 
who  was  away  for  a  holiday  in  his  best  clothes),  and  I 
want  you  to  sew  six  hooks,  points  downwards,  in  each  of 
the  big  pockets  of  his  fustian  coat."  My  missus  was 
inquisitive,  but  I  wouldn't  tell  her  what  I  wanted  the 
hooks  for. 

I  called  upon  the  head  constable  early  in  the  morning, 
and  told  him  my  dodge,  which  was  that  I  should  go  to  the 
fair  late  when  it  was  most  crowded,  and  should  not  have 
my  hands  in  my  pockets.    He  took  it  all  in. 

Well,  the  afternoon  came,  and  I  stuck  myself  in  front  of 
Richardson's  show  with  my  mouth,  eyes,  and  pockets  all 
wide  open.  Presently  I  felt  a  strong  tug  on  my  right 
side.  I  turned  quickly  round,  and  saw  a  clerical  looking 
cove  looking  very  white.  I  says  to  him  in  a  whisper, 
"  Don't  make  a  fuss,  or  down  you  go.  I  am  a  police 
officer."  My  resolute  look  and  good  Sussex  thorn  had  the 
desired  effect.  I  put  on  an  affable  look  as  I  walked  with 
him  out  of  the  fair,  because  I  wanted  his  pals  to  think 
that  he  had  me,  and  not  I  him.  When  he  had  been  cut 
out,  disgorgers  would  have  been  useless.  I  had  the  tackle 
put  right  by  my  missus,  who  was  at  the  police  office 
with  two  officers,  and  I  went  to  the  fair  again.  This  time 
I  thought  the  game  was  up,  as  I  couldn't  get  a  bite  in  the 
open,  so  I  went  into  the  booth  to  see  the  fat  girl.  In  a 
very  short  time  I  had  nibble  number  two.  This  fish  was 
made  up  very  like  my  own  get  up.  I  whispered  him 
gently,  ''  You're  hooked,  and  I  am  an  officer,  so  don't 
make  a  fuss."  I  landed  him  in  the  same  affable  way  as 
the  first,  and  when  he  was  netted  and  saw  me  going  again, 
he  said,  "  It's  no  use,  guv'nor.  There's  only  a  brace,  and 
you  are  a  jolly  good  fisherman  to  bag  them  both  so 
well."  I  tried  again  with  no  result,  so  I  suppose  the 
fellow  did  in  this  instance  not  lie,  as  with  their  capture  the 
priggings  ceased.  F.  G.  H. 


A  FOOL'S  PARADISE. 
I  WAS  recently  seated  on  the  edge  of  the  platform  of 
one  of  the  big  guns  at  the  top  of  Gibraltar  Book.  There 
is  no  harm  in  mentioning  the  fact,  as  the  gun  in  question 
is  on  the  sky-line,  and  can  be  seen  from  afar.  My  com- 
panions had  left  me  alone,  and  I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
look  about  me  and  think.  Below  lay  the  Mediterranean 
Fleet,  split  inihalf  by  the  new  Mole.  The  Braemar  Castle, 
en  route  to  the  Cape,  was  transhipping  German  shell  from 
the  Stamfordham,  cleared  from  Trieste  for  Shanghai 
with  a  bogus  cargo  of  "  cheeses,"  "  hams,']  and  "  butter," 
but  diverted  to  Gibraltar  so  as  to  deceive  the  British 
public  into  the  notion  that  England  makes  its  ovra  ammu- 
nition. Foreigners  are  not  deceived.  In  Algeciras  Bay 
a  "  catcher  "  was  speeding  like  a  cycle  round_  a  race-track, 
so  rapidly  that  her  wake  formed  a  white  circle.  Across 
the  Straits,  Apes'  Hill,  and  the  mountainous  hinterland 
that  ends  in  Table  Mountain,  trembled  in  the  sunshine. 
Eastwards  the  Mediterranean  was  dotted  with  marine 
omnibuses  plying  under  British  colours.  On  the 
Spanish  side  the  low  foot  hills  of  the  Sierra,  with 
the  Queen  of  Spain's  Chair,  revealed  the  vnlnerable 
approach  to  Gibraltar.  In  the  place  where  I  sat, 
with  the  ghastly  farce  being  enacted  1500ft.  below, 
only  one  idea  was  thinkable :  "  Are  we  ready  at 
sea?"  I  possess  no  knowledge  whatever  of  naval 
affairs,  but  understand  simple  arithmetic  as  well  as 
the  most  convinced  believer  in  onr  irresponsible  Cabinet 
system.  If  the  answer  to  the  question  "  Are  we  ready  at 
sea  "  requires  only  arithmetic  and  common  sense,  there 
is  no  escape  from  the  logical  demonstration  of  the  fact 
that  we  are  not  ready.  First,  onr  fleets  are  not  strong 
enough  to  crush,  without  question,  the  naval  forces  that 
would  be  brought  against  them  by  France  and  her  ally ; 
and,  secondly,  certain  preparations  for  naval  war  are  as 
behindhand  to-day  as  were  our  land  forces  last  October. 
Demos  is  dense,  Parliament  dreams,  or  eats  strawberries 
and  cream  with  pretty  ladies  on  the  Terrace,  while 
£41,807.400  is  voted  in  four  hours  and  forty  minutes  in  an 
empty  House.  The  public  lives  in  a  fool's  paradise. 
Having  ears  to  hear  they  hear  not ;  having  eyes  they 
see  not.  Three  admirals  laid  down  the  proportion 
of  strength  in  battleships  required  by  Britain  to 
ensure  victory  against  two  naval  Powers.  We  do 
not  possess  that  strength  in  battleships,  although 
private  yards  have  been  allowed  to  build  and 
despatch,  during  the  last  ten  years,  nnmerons 
warships  for  foreigners.  The  numbers  of  our  cruisers 
bear  no  relation  to  the  extent  of  our  trade  ;  while  not  a 
single  torpedo  catcher  is  included  in  the  Admiralty  pro- 
gramme for  the  current  year,  although  "  catchers  "  are  to 
our  admirals  to-day  what  frigates  were  to  Nelson.  Steam 
coal  is  sold  to  France  and  Russia.  Alexandria  is  unforti- 
fied against  land  attack.  Turkey  has  been  alienated  and 
Spanish  pride  wounded  by  the  brilliant  sarcasms  of  a  great 
statesman.  The  unfriendly  neutrality  of  both  in  war  time 
is  secured  by  our  Foreign  Office.  The  consequence  of  this 
failure  of  Parliamentary  landsmen  either  to  provide  our 
brave  admirals  and  captains  with  sufficient  ships  and 
auxiliary  material  for  the  work  they  may  have  to  do,  or 
even  to  back  the  fleet  with  good  diplomacy,  is  that  a 
portion  of  our  Navy,  at  least,  when  war  breaks  oat,  will  be 
set  to  a  task  that  is  of  the  nature  of  a  forlorn  hope.  Since 
our  battleships  are  too  few,  cruisers  and  catchers  will  be 
compelled  to  do  their  work.  The  enemy's  battleships  will 
be  attacked  by  British  heroes  in  small  vessels.  The 
Belleisle  has  told  ns  what  that  means.  I  am  certain  that  no 
British  voter  or  taxpayer  intended  anything  of  the  kind. 
Still,  the  fact  remains.  If  England  is  compelled  to  fight 
France  and  Russia,  Britiah  pluck  and  thinly  armoured  or 
small  vessels  will  be  sabstituted  for  battleships  that 
parliament  has  voted,  for  which  the  country  has  paid,  ^nt 
which  remain  unbuilt  because  of  the  "  system"  which 


prevents  responsibility  being  ^rjrep  home  to  a  man. 
Parliament  is  either  paralysed,  or  abdicated  power. 
If  not  it  is  impossible  that  it  could  acqaieiice  iti  khb  buit, 
that  there  is  no  Channel  fleet.  WliiA  is  earoneotuyy 
called  the  Channel  Fleet  is  really  a  training  gqaadtoo  that 
forms,  in  time  of  war,  the  second  division  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean Fleet.  These  islands  require  a  real  Channel  Fleet 
with  no  duty  other  than  the  protection  of  onr  shores. 
We  have  no  such  fleet.  We  ought  to  have.  The  battle- 
ships and  cruisers  required  do  not  exist.  Our  fleets 
require  floating  machine  and  repairing  shops,  swift 
colliers  with  hatches  cut  to  fit  battleships  and  cruisers 
of  one  class,  hospital  ships,  refrigerating  vestels, 
store,  restaurant,  water  condensing  and  laundry  ships. 
These  things  should  be  ready  now.  They  are  not 
ready.  Food  for  the  sailor  in  war  should  be  better 
than  in  peace.  What  has  been  done  to  replace  the  bum- 
boat  peace  arrangements  ?  Nothing.  When  Nelson  was 
struck  he  was  pacing  |np  and  down  the  Victory't  deck 
with  his  flag-captain.  When  he  died  a  boat  was  sent  to 
CoUingwood  to  inform  him.  Oollingwood  was  eating  an 
apple  on  the  quarter  deck.  In  the  next  naval  war  the 
admiral  will  not  pace  the  deck  or  eat  apples  under  fire. 
If  he  is  killed  the  fact  will  probably  be  unknown  to  the 
fleet  until  the  action  is  over.  The  strain  on  the  admiral 
if  he  is  in  the  conning  tower  (with  the  signalman  outside) 
will  be  inconceivable.  If  he  is  not  there — and  there  is  no 
room — where  is  he  to  be  ?  We  require  spare  admirals 
with  dormant  commissions,  spare  captains  to  come  on  duty 
at  night  or  when  required,  and  the  whole  question  of  the 
nerve  strain  on  officers  in  a  fighting  fleet  thought  out  and 
prepared  for. 

The  country  is  in  a  fool's  paradise.  We  are  not  safe 
because  we  are  not  ready,  and  we  are  not  ready  because 
our  rulers  do  not  take  the  work  of  government  seriously. 
The  Premier  has  never  made  a  voyage  in  a  man-of-war. 
How  many  Cabinet  Ministers  know  the  names  of  the  first 
twenty  captains  of  the  fleet  or  have  met  them  in  the  flesh 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  is  a  septuagenarian  with 
fixed  ideas.  Treasury  action  breaks  the  hearts  of  our  best 
organisers.  The  position  is  unsafe.  Scare  is  futile. 
Unless  business  men  insist  that  our  fleets  are  prepared  for 
war  they  must  not  be  surprised  at  the  repetition  at  sea  of 
the  early  days  of  the  Boer  war.  But  there  will  be  no  time 
for  a  maritime  Roberts  to  redress  the  mistakes  of  a  naval 
Lansdowne. — Arnold  White,  in  Navy  League  Journal 
for  July.   


THE  ESKDALE  AND  LIDDESDALE 

COACHING  TOURS. 
Now  that  angling  on  the  Border  Esk  and  Liddle  wLU 
soon  be  in  full  swing  the  coaching  tours  starting  from  the 
Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  worthily  presided  over  by  Mr. 
William  Douglas,  will  commence  at  an  early  date.  The 
first  tour  will  be  a  thirty  miles  drive  among  the  Eskdale 
hills.  Leaving  Langholm  at  11.10  a.m.,  the  splendid 
royal  mail  coach  "  Flower  of  Eskdale  "  will  career  up  the 
Esk  valley  on  one  side,  staying  at  Eskdale  Muir  one  hour, 
returning  by  Shaw  Rigg  summit,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Eak,  arriving  at  Langholm  5.15  p.m.,  in  time  for 
dinner  or  tea  and  5.45  p.m.  train  north  and  south. 
Although  the  district's  historical  associations  are  as  rank 
and  stately  as  the  bracken  on  the  hillsides,  only  the 
briefest  reference  can  be  made  to  them  here.  Let  ns  pass 
through  the  charming  Galaside  Wood  and  obtain  a  glimpse 
of  Langholm  Lodge,  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  favourite 
shooting  box  standing  in  a  magnificent  park  on  the  low 
ground  to  the  right.  On  rounding  the  base  of  Peden's 
View,  Craigcleuoh  comes  in  sight,  the  seat  of  General  Sir 
John  Ewart,  K.C.B.  "  Ewart,  bring  on  the  tartan," 
cried  Sir  Colin  Campbell  at  the  relief  of  Lucknow,  and 
the  "tartan"  (93rd  Highlanders)  sprang  forward  with 
Ewart  at  their  head.  After  some  hours  of  fierce  hand-to- 
hand  conflict  and  appalling  cirnage,  he  returned  to  Sir 
Colin,  bareheaded,  blackened  with  powder  smoke,  and 
severely  wounded,  to  report  that  they  were  in  full 
possession  of  the  Secundrabagh,  and  that  2000  of  the 
mutineers  had  fallen.  Shortly  after  this  Sir  John's  left 
arm  was  carried  off  by  a  cannon  shot  at  Cawnpore.  Few 
officers  have  such  a  record  as  that  possessed  by  the  hero  of 
Craigcleuch.  For  some  distance  beyond  this  point  a 
beautiful  view  is  enjoyed  both  up  and  down  the  ever 
fascinating  dale.  The  old  church  of  Staple  Gordon,  one 
of  the  old-time  "five  kirks  of  Eskdale,"  is  seen  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  Burnfoot,  the  seat  of  Col. 
Malcolm,  and  birth-place  of  the  "  four  knights  of  Esk- 
dale," comes  into  view  amid  the  woods  on  the  right.  The 
hilltop  on  the  left  is  erowned  with  one  of  the  ancient 
Scottish  forts  or  camps  which  are  numerous  in  the 
district.  Passing  through  an  avenue  of  oaks  by  Eemra- 
bank  cottages,  about  .a  mUe  beyond,  Westerhall,  the 
seat  of  Sir  P.  Johnstone,  Bart.,  is  visible.  Although  the 
site  would  grace  a  palace,  the  building  is  devoid  of 
elegance.  Of  course,  the  coach  puUs  up  at  Bentpath,  the 
only  inn  between  Langholm  and  Tushielaw — a  distance  of 
thirty  miles.  This  old  house  of  call,  familiarly  known  as 
"  The  Benty,"  has  seen  the  ebb  and  flow  of  upper  Eskdale 
for  generations  past.  Notice  the  crest  and  motto  of  the 
Johnstones  over  the  door— a  very  appropriate  one  : 

"  They  have  fish,  flesh,  and  fowl  in  their  choicest  get-up, 
'  Mountain  dew,'  '  Old  October,'  and  cool  claret  cop ; 
All  the  meats  and  the  drinks— never  fear  a  hiatus. 
For  the  old  Benty  motto's  '  Nunq^uam  nort  paratus.'  " 

A  few  hundred  yards  away  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
Esk  are  Westerkirk  Church  and  churchyard.  Close  beside 
the  mausoleum  of  the  Westerhall  famUy  there  is  a  humble 
tombstone  bearing  the  inscription,  "  In  memory  of  John 
Telford,  who,  after  living  thirty-three  years  an  unblamable 
shepherd,  died  at  Glendmawg,  November,  1757."  That 
slab  was  carved  by  Thomas  Telford,  the  famous  engineer, 
who  was  responiibls  for  the  Menai  Suspension  Bridge,  and 
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other  notable  Btrnatured.  Adjoining  the  parish  school, 
which  is  close  at  kand,  is  Weaterkirk  Library,  endowed  by 
fcha  ht«  Thomas  Telford,  C.E.  It  is  crammed  with  all 
that  is  best  in  English  literatnre,  and  every  year  brings 
valuable  increase  to  its  stores. 

On_  reaching  BaJiehill  the  tourist  will  be  delighted, 
especially  if  he  be  an  angler,  as  he  will  find  himself  close 
to  the  Zing  Pool  at  the  junction  of  the  Black  and  White 
Esk — one  of  the  best  casts  on  the  river,  and,  of  course,  a 
favourite  resort  of  the  disciples  of  the  immortal  Isaak. 
Although  the  fish  landed  here  have  been  many  and  goodly, 
they  are  but  few  and  small — a  mere  handful  of  baggies — 
in  comparison  with  the  exceeding  great  multitude  of 
thumpers  that  have  "  got  off,"  ahem  ! 

CroEsing  the  Black  Esk,  on  the  right  is  the  Handfasting 
Haugh,  which  in  olden  times  was  a  famous  annual  trysting- 
plaoe,  where  men  and  women  used  to  look  out  likely 
mates,  and  "handfast"  themselves  for  a  year.  A  mile 
or  so  farther  on  Castle  Oer  is  passed,  the  seat  of  Eichard 
Bell,  Esq.,  one  of  whose  predecessors  in  title  was  Lywarch 
Hen,  Cymric  poet  and  warrior,  who  built  a  place  of 
strength  here  at  the  end  of  the  sixth  century,  and  gave  it 
the  name  of  Castle  Lywar.  Its  remains  may  still  be  seen. 
After  leaving  Castle  Oer,  Eskdalemuir,  the  end  of  the  out- 
ward journey  is  soon  reached,  where  the  coach  usually 
tarries  an  hour,  and  where  the  inner  man  may  be  most 
fitly  fortified  with  crisp  oat  cakes  and  butter.  Aye,  butter 
of  the  genuine  Scottish  pattern,  and  mayhap  a  crumb  or 
two  of  ripe  old  kebbnck,  washed  down  with  delicious  new 
nulk  such  as  only  these  upland  pastures  can  produce ; 
supplemented,  too,  mebbe,  by  a  wee  sly  drappie  o'  the 
"cratnr."    Wha  kens  ? 

On  the  return  journey  the  "  watergait "  is  forsaken,  and 
the  road  is  taken  over  Shaw  Rigg  at  an  elevation  of  over 
-  900ft.  above  sea  level,  and,  if  the  day  be  clear,  an  extensive 
and  varied  prospect  can  be  enjoyed  such  as  is  rarely  to  be 
seen  from  an  eminence  so  easily  negotiated  as  a  seat  on 
the  "  Flower  of  Eskdale "  mail-coach.  At  the  foot  of 
Shaw  Bigg  stands  a  cosy  farmhouse,  many  years  the  abode 
of  John  Wilson,  a  son  of  the  celebrated  "  Christopher 
North,"  professor  of  moral  philosophy  in  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  and  for  a  long  period  the  distinguished  editor 
of  Blachwood's  Magazine.  Here  the  grand  old  professor 
stayed  when  he  took  his  "  annual  sweeping  "  of  the  upper 
Esk,  but  whsn  fiehing  in  the  mid  reaches  "  Christopher's  " 
home  was  at  the  famous  old  coaching  house,  the  Cross 
Keys,  Canonbie,  at  the  time  when  the  ever-memorable 
Fergy  waa  landlord. 

A  little  further  down  the  water  Erzieholm  Bridge  is 
crossed,  and  within  a  brief  space  of  time  Langholm  is 
arrived  at. 

Anglers  and  tourists  visiting  Langholm  will  find  Mr. 
Douglas's  four  coaches,  viz.,  "  Border  Queen,"  "  Flower 
of  Eskdale,"  "  Lion  of  Liddesdale,"  and  "  Pride  of  Esk- 
dale," a  great  boon,  as  they  cover  nearly  all  the  best  fish- 
ing rivers  in  Dumfriesshire,  and  most  of  the  places  on  the 
Scottish  border  worthy  of  a  visit,  G. 


^ofes  from  t^c  Woxt^. 

LoBD  Glenese  left  for  the  South  last  week,  after 
enjoying  a  quiet  three  iveeks'  trout  fishing  at  Glenmuick. 
Last  year  Lord  Kitchener  accompanied  him  in  his  early 
summer  visit,  when  Miss  Bortbwick  presented  him  with  a 
"witch-brooch,"  bought  at  Robb's  Jewellery  Saloon, 
Ballater. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  sent  a  letter  to  Lady  Brooks 
before  she  left  Balmoral  expressing  her  deep  sympathy  at 
the  death  of  Sir  William  Brooks,  of  Glentana. 

The  main  portion  of  the  huge  fortune  left  by  the  late 
baronet  of  Glentana  passes  to  Mr.  Ean  Francis  Cecil,  who 
ia  heir  presumptive  to  the  Marquess  of  Exeter.  He  is  only 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  a  lieutenant  at  the  front.  He 
was  down  with  fever  when  his  grandfather  died,  but  is  now 
recovering. 

Manchester,  it  is  reported,  is  to  be  the  ultimate 
destination  of  Mr.  Peter  Graham's  great  picture,  "  The 
Highland  Spate."  as  a  gift  from  the  late  Sir  Wm.  Brooks. 
It  cost  Sir  William  many  thousands,  but  the  artist  who 
painted  it  only  got  £300  for  his  work.  Another 
millionaire  wanted  it  and  hence  the  long  price  which 
paesed  to  the  middleman.  It  goes  to  the  art  gallery,  and 
is  the  most  realistic  bit  of  painting  ever  put  on  canvas. 

The  Aberdeen  Sewage  Committee  are  carrying  their 
sewage  from  a  portion  of  the  town  across  the  Dee  and 
into  the  sea  at  Girdleness.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Marine 
Hatchery  and  its  environments  will  be  preserved. 

The  past  week  has  been  one  of  thunder,  and  sport  has 
accordingly  t>een  at  a  discount.  Even  on  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  rivers  a  fearful  slackness  reigns  supreme. 
The  grilse  are  coming  uway  in  fairly  large  numbers  on  the 
Dee,  but  few  are  being  got  to  the  rod. 

Glentana  is  to  be  let,  and  everyone  is  speculating  on 
who  is  likely  to  get  it.  It  will  go  to  the  higlieMt  bidder, 
no  d  lubt,  and  none  but  very  rich  men  are  likely  to  be  in 
the  field.  The  workmen  are  moving  into  other  quarters, 
and  most  of  the  stable  servanta  are  under  a  month  s  notice. 


The  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Company  run  a  line  of 
steamers  from  Leith  and  Aberdeen  to  Caithness  and  the 


Orkney  and  Shetland  Islands,  They  are  first-class  boats, 
and  every  comfort  is  provided.  They  have  now  built  an 
hotel  at  HiUswick,  Shetland,  for  the  accommodation  of 
their  patrons,  where  good  loch  and  sea  fishing  can  be  had 
ad  lib.  from  now  till  the  end  of  October. 


There  has  been  no  more  successful  man  in  the  fish  trade 
in  the  north  than  Baillie  Brown.  He  recently  bought  the 
estate  of  Redhall,  in  Kincardine,  and  in  honour  of  the 
event  he  was  entertained  by  his  friends  in  the  Imperial 
Hotel,  Aberdeen,  the  other  night. 


Mr.  Brown,  who  is  a  keen  angler,  said  he  had  always  a 
longing  to  have  a  bit  of  shooting  and  fishing  of  his  own, 
and  now  that  he  had  got  it  he  would  be  delighted  to  see 
his  friends  with  either  rod  or  gun  whenever  they  cared  to 
honour  him. 

A  motor-car  service  now  runs  up  the  Forest  of  Birse  to 
Whitesfone.  Mr.  Smith  has  a  lovely  bit  of  salmon  water 
on  the  Dee  at  his  disposal,  and  the  rights  of  trouting  on 
the  Feugh.  For  a  day  or  a  week's  holiday  I  could  not 
advise  a  better  place.  Leaving  London  at  8  p.m.,  Aber- 
deen is  reached  at  7.30.  A  train  is  made  up  for  Deeside 
at  8.5  a.m.,  and  Banchory  reached  8.43  and  Whitestone 
at  9.30.  The  charges  are  easily  negotiated  during  the 
Bummer  months.   


The  Spey  has  been  a  dead  failure  all  the  season  through, 
and  the  only  angler  of  any  note  has  now  fled,  being  Sis- 
gusted  with  the  results.  Special  Scotch. 


(provincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The_ whole  of  the  Midland  clubs  have  been  very  busy  of 
late  with  their  quarterly  accounts,  and  also  with  their  half- 
yearly  meetings.  The  clubs  have  been  better  attended 
since  the  season  opened,  and  the  members  are  attending  in 
such  a  manner  that  some  of  the  clubs  hardly  have  room 
to  accommodate  them.  The  whole  of  our  clubs  in 
Birmingham  and  district  are  all  in  a  sound  and  healthy 
condition,  and  have  finished  up  their  half  year  in  a  manner 
that  has  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  Some  of  the  clubs 
have  made  a  large  number  of  new  members,  and  the  newly- 
affiliated  clubs  are  all  going  strong,  and  the  number  of 
members  paid  upon  to  the  Birmingham  Association  will 
be  the  largest  yet  known.  The  Association  balancs- 
sheet  for  the  half  year  ending  June  30  will  soon  be 
out,  when  the  number  of  members  paid  upon  by  the  club 
secretaries  will  show  some  hundreds  in  excess  of 
any  previous  balance-sheet  ever  issued  by  the  association. 
The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  St.  Paul's  Society  waa 
held  last  Tuesday  night,  when  it  was  decided  to  fish 
their  annual  contest  at  Pershore  on  July  8  next.  The 
prizes  this  year  wUl  be  above  the  average,  as  the  sum  of 
£15  will  be  taken  from  the  funds  for  the  purchasing  of 
prizes ;  independent  of  thb,  a  number  of  valuable  prizes 
have  been  promised  by  some  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  society.  Some  very  good  reports  have  been  forwarded 
to  me  by  our  members  who  have  fished  the  Droitwich 
canal.  They  all  speak  highly  of  the  roach  fishing,  and 
say  that  the  fiah  taken  run  from  3oz.  up  to  |lb.  This 
canal^  has  for  years  been  greatly  patronised  by  the 
Birmingham  anglers.  Some  few  years  ago  some  brine 
from  the  salt  works  got  into  the  canal  and  destroyed 
a  large  quantity  of  fish,  but  I  am  pleased  to 
know  that  the  canal  has  now  completely  recovered, 
and  that  the  fishing,  as  far  as  canals  go,  will 
this  year  be  above  the  average.  The  canal  at  Fernhill 
Heath  is  also  worth  a  visit,  as  some  good  fish  have  been 
taken.  Since  the  season  opened  some  very  decent  chub 
have  been  taken  in  the  wide  portion  of  the  water  on  the 
off  side  of  the  canal,  under  the  trees.  Some  very  good 
catches  of  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Birmingham  from  the  Corporation  waters.  Messrs. 
Warner  and  Smith  had  some  good  sport  at  Plants  Brook. 
The  former  gentleman  succeeded  in  taking  231b.  of  perch 
and  roach  last  week,  and  since  then  they  have  succeeded 
in  taking  from  81b.  to  121b.  each.  Some  very  good 
reports  are  to  hand  from  the  river  Avon,  where  the  bream 
and  roach  are  biting  freely,  but,  aa  the  mowing  grass  has 
not  as  yet  been  out,  some  of  the  best  places  have  not  been 
fished.  The  river  from  Evesham  down  to  Tewkesbury  is 
now  in  splendid  condition  for  fishing,  and  as  soon  as  the 
river  is  accessible  from  all  parts  some  good  sport  will  be 
obtained.  Very  little  has  been  done  on  the  Severn  and 
Trent  as  yet  by  our  members,  but  the  few  fish  that  have 
been  taken  are  said  to  be  in  very  decent  condition.  The 
Dudley  Association  fish  their  annual  contest  on  Bank 
Holiday  Tuesday  at  Pershora.  The  prizes  offered  are  of  a 
valuable  nature,  and  all  the  members  are  expected  to  join 
the  competition. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  weather  is  all  that  could  be  desired  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  sport  in  the  Fen  district,  and,  with  the  waters  in 
good  ply,  capital  bags  continue  to  be  made.  There  has 
already  been  a  large  influx  of  visitors  from  ShefKeld  and 
other  northern  towns,  the  majority  of  whom  have  disparted 
themselves  on  the  Witham.  The  best  sport  amongst 
bream  is  still  to  be  bad  in  the  Bardney  and  Kirkstead 
districts,  where  the  maggot  has  accounted  for  some  heavy 
specimens,  the  best  going  ap  to  51b.  The  Mount  Pleasant 
drain — a  favourite  water  in  the  Boston  district — is  also 
being  fished  with  considerable  success.  In  raost  bags 
bream  predominate.  Forty-foot  anglers  are  still  devoting 
their  attention  to  eels,  which  in  the  early  weeks  of  the 


season  are  usually  caught  in  large  quantities.  It  is  by  no 
means  a  difficult  matter  to  capture  101b.  or  121b.  of  the 
wriggling  species  as  the  result  of  a  couple  of  hours'  sport, 
and  many  specimens  taken  this  week  have  weighed  up  to 
lilb.  apiece.  Anglers  are  now  coming  out  in  force  on  the 
Welland.  Local  sportsmen  in  the  Deeping  district  have 
accounted  for  good  bags  of  both  roach  and  dace.  The 
former  are  now  rapidly  recovering  from  the  spawning 
process,  and  will  soon  be  generally  fished  for.  Weed 
cutting  is  progressing  on  some  waters,  but,  to  a  certain 
extent,  sport  is  still  being  hampered  by  their  presence. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  of  our  local  anglers  visited  the  Derwent  at 
Stamford  Bridge  and  Wressle  during  the  week,  but  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  nice  sized  pike  and  perch,  little  was 
done.  In  the  upper  waters  of  the  Ancholme  some  first- 
class  sport  has  been  had.  Thursday  last  the  Hand  in  Hand 
A.  S.  fished  their  opening  match  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Brandy  Wath,  and  had  some  splendid  sport,  both  amongst 
roach  and  bream.  In  the  Brigg  district  some  good  bream 
have  been  taken,  but  lower  down,  towards  Fierriby  Sluice, 
the  waters  are  rather  brackish,  consequently  sport 
only  very  poor ;  but  the  recent  heavy  rains  should 
greatly  improve  matters  in  this  district.  Our  pike 
fishers  have  done  fairly  well  in  some  parts  of  the  Hull  with 
both  live  bait  and  spinning,  and  fish  up  to  61b,  each  have 
been  secured.  Perch  fishing  has  also  been  good  with 
worms  at  the  beck-ends,  and  in  the  top  stretches  a  few 
brace  of  nice  trout  have  fallen  to  the  same  bait.  Fly 
fishing  on  the  streams  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Driffield 
has  been  fairly  good  of  late,  fish  rising  rather  freely,  but 
the  thunder  showers  of  the  past  week  were  very  much 
against  success.  Several  local  clubs  have  decided  matches 
during  the  week  both  on  the  Hull,  Market  Weighton 
Canal,  and  Ancholme,  but  only  ordinary  catches  have  been 
made  in  most  of  them.  The  George  and  Dragon  A,S, 
fished  their  second  match  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal, 
at  Newport,  sport  only  being  poor,  Messrs.  J,  Riley, 
J.  Gibson,  and  G.  Briggs  were  the  first  three  prize 
winners.  The  Holderness  A.  A.  also  decided  a  match  at 
the  game  place,  Mr.  G.  Harrison  taking  the  first  prize, 
Messrs.  G.  Caley  and  M.  Wright  being  awarded  the  next 
two.  The  West  Hull  A.S.  opened  their  season  on 
Thnrsday  last  on  the  river  Ancholme,  at  Brigg,  but 
the  takes  of  fish  were  only  moderate,  Mr.  Thomas 
Bardsley  taking  first  prize,  Mr.  T,  Barber  second,  and 
Mr,  T,  Chester  third.  At  the  last  match  of  the  Duke  of 
York  A,S,  Messrs.  J.  Morley,  George  North,  and  T. 
Hopper  took  the  first  three  prizes.  Sport  on  the  river 
Lndd,  both  at  Firebeacon  and  Fnlstow,  has  been  very  fair 
since  the  season  opened,  and  between  Thoresby  Bridge  and 
Tetney  Lock  some  very  good  pike  have  been  taken  with 
spinning,  and  both  roach  and  perch  are  fairly  on  the  feed. 
Four  of  our  local  societies  decide  their  matches  to-day 
(Saturday)  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  at  Newport, 
viz. :  The  Kingston  Rovers,  Tigress,  Progressive,  and 
Zoological ;  whilst  the  Stoneferry  A.S,  decide  theirs  on 
the  Ancholme  at  Brigg,  and  Messrs.  Thomas  Holmes  and 
Sons'  employds  fish  theirs  on  the  Hull,  at  Arram ;  and  on 
Saturday  next  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  A,A, 
hold  their  annual  Jubilee  Hospital  match  and  challenge 
shield  competition, 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  first  outing  of  the  St,  Helen's  anglers  took  place 
last  week-end  to  a  noted  Cheshire  mere,  the  event  lasting 
two  days.  Sport  was  very  fair,  and  all  things  worked 
smoothly.  The  five  prizes  were  awarded  on  the  second 
day's  wfights  as  follows  :  Messrs.  Chatterton,  51b. ;  Greer, 
41b.;  Kay,  3|lb. ;  Seddon,  31b.;  and  Babe,  2ilb.  The 
Clifton  Arms  Angling  Society  novices'  match  was  fished 
at  Astley  in  the  canal  on  Saturday  last.  Ten  prizes  were 
offered,  and  were  won  by  weights  from  7|oz.  down  to  4ioz. 
as  follows  by  Messrs,  J.  Darbyshire,  W.  Wolstencroft,  P. 
WaUwork,  J.  Gratton,  S.  Wolstenholme,  F.  Chapman,  G. 
Foster,  G.  Rowley  and  T.  Welsh  tied,  and  J.  Ellison. 
The  Failsworth  and  District  Angling  Society  have  decided 
to  postpone  the  draw  for  the  benefit  of  E.  Winterbottom 
until  July  24.  The  Eagle  and  Vulcan  Angling  Society 
will  fish  a  match  at  Worsley  on  July  7  near  Swiiig  Bridge. 
On  the  same  day,  in  the  same  canal,  at  Leigh,  there 
will  be  an  open  match,  promoted  by  the  Standard 
Mower  Angling  Society  of  that  town.  The  prizes 
are  good,  and  there  should  be  a  good  entry. 
To-day  is  being  decided  an  All-England  event  at  Worsley, 
promoted  by  the  Wigan  Association  of  Anglers.  Just  at 
present  the  local  holidays  at  Warrington  are  being  fully 
utilised  by  the  fishermen  in  that  town.  The  exodus  is 
general  and  to  every  available  resort,  and  in  consequence 
of  this  not  many  rods  were  out  last  week-end.  Of  the 
eight  prizes  offered  by  the  Nelson  A.S.  in  an  open  contest 
last  week-end  three  wore  approjpriated  by  Warrington 
competitors,  viz.,  Messrs.  Hayes,  first;  Barry,  third;  and 
Clare,  seventh,  Hayes  and  Barry  were_  first  and  second 
in  the  Warrington  Association  matches  in  1898  and  1899. 
The  other  winners  in  this  match  were  Messrs,  Meechan, 
Centrals,  second j  Spencer,  Gathurst,  fourth ;  Mullarkey, 
Nelson,  fifth ;  Gregson,  llainford,  sixth ;  and  for  the 
eighth  Taylor,  West  Derby,  and  Lewis,  Liverpool,  tied. 
Some  good  weights  were  obtained  by  the  Stockport 
County  Anglers  in  their  opening  match  on  Saturday  last. 
The  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  G.  W.  Clarke,  2ilb. ;  H, 
Walker,  l^lb. ;  and  J.  S.  Kermer,  (iioz.  A  kmg  carp 
4^1b.,  tront  L^b.,  roach  Ijlb.,  and  bream  SJlb.  have  been 
taken  from  the  same  water  lately. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  Kingfishers'  Angling  Society  paid  their  annual  visit 
to  Little  Bud  worth  last  week-end,  and  a  very  enjoyable 
day  was  spent.  Perhaps  the  date  was  a  little  early,  but 
all  the  same,  the  catches  were  very  fair,  and  each 
contestant  enjoyed  himself,  but  no  resnlts  are  reported. 
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The  Wellington  Angling  Society  fished  their  first  contest 
on  Saturday  last  at  Blackley,  with  the  following  result  : 
Messrs.  R.  Mottram,  F.  Greenwood,  J.  Nattall,  W. 
Presoott,  A.  Jackson,  J.  Howard,  W.  Moore,  R.  Greaves, 
and  A.  Gmndy.  The  Backlaod  Angling  Society  have 
fixed  July  21  and  25  for  a  two  days'  contest  at  Poynton. 
The  Beswick  and  District  Angling  Society  are  due  at 
Crowle  on  July  1,  to  fish  their  first  contest  for  the  season. 
The  secretary  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  an  increase  in  membership.  The  new 
member  is  a  Home  Ruler,  and  will  lodge  at  the  secretary's 
house.  The  board  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  are 
noted  for  a  meeting  in  this  city  next  week.  The  George 
A.S.,  Miles  Platting,  have  concluded  the  second  part  of 
their  first  contest,  and  now  announce  the  result  as  follows  : 
Messrs.  J.  Craven,  J.  Hamilton,  C.  Whitehurst, 
A.  Thirlway,  W.  Edwards,  W.  Rogers,  A.  Fallows, 
M.  Craven,  J.  Robinson,  and  G.  Lowe.  'The  event  was 
fished  in  their  private  waters  at  Diggle,  and  much  better 
sport  was  obtained  on  the  second  day.  The  Duke  of 
Cambridge  Angling  Society,  Holme,  opened  the  season  at 
Chester  last  week-end,  with  the  following  result  in  order 
of  merit:  Messrs.  A.  McDonald,  J.  Spriggs,  J.  Aukers, 
J.  Hulley,  T.  Raokett.  W.  Parkinson,  H.  Berry,  L.  Trout, 
W.  Hulley,  and  for  the  last  prize  R.  Barnwell  and  L.  Scho- 
field  are  equal.  The  TJrmston  and  Flixton  Angling 
Society,  last  Saturday,  held  the  fifth  competition  for  the 
Stott  Challenge  Cup,  in  the  Flixton  reservoir,  and  in  the 
end  Mr.  Wm.  Haigh  was  declared  the  fortunate  winner. 
In  clnb  life  in  this  city  things  are  much  more  cheerful, 
and  although  the  weather  is  against  good  sport  we  find 
the  tackle  dealers  very  busy,  and  there  is  a  good  demand 
for  bait  of  all  descriptions. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
A  good  catch  of  bream  was  obtained  on  June  24  by  two 
Norwich  anglers  at  Bnckenham.  Other  than  this  very 
little  has  been  done  dnrirg  the  past  week  in  this  district. 
Very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  although  the  weather  has 
been  for  the  most  part  fine,  and  the  water  in  splendid 
condition.  At  Brundall  this  (Wednesday)  afternoon  the 
Tare  looked  in  grand  order. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  hag  risen  fully  a  foot  in  consequence  of  heavy 
storms  that  have  prevailed.  The  extra  water  hag  caused  a 
temporary  run  of  eels  upwards,  and  large  quantities  have 
fallen  to  the  attractions  of  the  tail  end  of  the  lobworm 
used  on  ledgering  tackle.  Before  the  rise  a  *«(v  barbel 
were  caught  at  WiJford,  Col  wick  weirs.  Holme  Pierrepont, 
Fiskerton,  Hazleford,  and  Averham  weirs.  The  fish  were 
clean,  and  otherwise  in  good  condition.  Members  of  the 
City  Wellington  Society  have  been  cree'iog  substantial 
lots  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  at  Shard  low,  and  three 
splendid  trout  were  taken  by  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  Mr. 
T.  Jarge,  and  Mr.  W.  Davis.  They  were  returned  in 
order  to  develop  the  stock.  At  Wilford,  trying  for  roach 
with  bread  paste,  Mr.  H.  Briggs  hooked  and  Imded  a  very 
fine  bream  of  3Ib.  14oz.  Fly  fishers  have  scored  amongst 
chub  on  the  gravelly  shallows  with  the  old  Marlow 
Buzz,  bnt  it  was  found  that  most  of  the  fish  secured 
were  in  backward  condition.  The  City  Piscatorials 
engaged  in  their  firat  match  of  the  season  at  fiolleston  on 
June  21.  Members  showed  up  in  force,  and  the  prizes 
were  carried  off  by  the  following  :  First,  Mr.  W.  GriflBchs ; 
second,  Mr.  J.  Wilson;  third,  Mr.  J.  Simpson;  fourth, 
Mr.  C.  Griffiths.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Notts  Pro- 
tection Association  was  a  decided  8nccfS3.  Upwards  of 
fifty  members  sat  down  at  headquarters— The  Seven  Stars 
Inn,  Barker  Gate — and  subsequently  the  chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  G.  E.  Hewson,  with  Host  Haines  in  the 
vice-chair.  The  president  of  the  association  (Mr.  S.  Shaw) 
proposed  its  continued  prosperity,  and  expressed  the  hope 
that  before  long  it  would  stand  second  to  nont-  in  the  city. 
The  "Visitors"  was  given  by  Mr.  J,  E.  Wootton,  the 
enterprising  honorary  secretary,  who  stated  that  the  asso- 
ciation wag  improving  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Just  in  closing 
news  reached  me  that  several  fine  trout  had  been  bagged 
on  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Greet. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  feature  of  the  angling  enjoyed  by  Sheffielders  this 
week  hag  been  the  fine  sport  again  yielded  by  the  Mount 
Pleasant  drain,  Boston,  At  this  time  of  the  year  the  fish 
always  make  for  these  waters,  and  large  catches  are  often 
recorded.  Last  week  is  one  that  stands  out  prominent. 
Many  anglers  frequented  the  drain ;  in  fact  some  of  the 
better  parta  were  so  thronged  that  there  was  some  trouble 
in  landing  the  big  fish.  One  party  of  three  had  a  par- 
ticularly good  "  pitch,"  and  in  one  day  secured  1151b.  of 
bream,  which  were  publicly  weigbed-in.  The  bulk  were 
caught  up  to  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  maggots 
proved  the  killing  bait.  The  fish  were  in  good  condition 
and  fine  size,  generally  running  from  2Jlb.  to  51b.  apiece — 

food  sportiug  bream.  One  angler  near  by  secured  five 
sh,  the  lowest  weight  being  2ilb.  and  the  best  4Jlb., 
whilst  he  lost  several  good  ones  when  working  with  the 
landing  net.  The  catches  also  included  some  very  nice 
tench,  which  would  average  about  2Jlb.  each.  Haxey 
drain  _  hag  also  done  exceedingly  well.  This  ie 
what  is  known  as  a  "warping"  drain,  and  is  tidal,  and 
the  best  results  are  obtained  with  a  moderate  tide  flowing. 
Circumstances  were  admirably  suited  this  week  for 
angling,  and  some  very  good  catches  of  bream  and  eels 
have  been  made  with  the  worm.  The  Trent  is  not  fishing 
well,  and  reports  show  small  catches  of  eels  and  roach,  of 
poor  size.  More  sunshine  is  wanted  before  these  waters 
will  do  better.  Dam  Flask  and  neighbouring  waters  have 
not  done  particularly  well  with  trout. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  weather  hag  been  dull  and  stormy  all  the  week, 
with  a  strong  cold  wind  blowing.     On  Thursday  very 
heavy  rain  fell,  and  caused  much  cUscolouration  in  most  of 
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the  brooks,  and  the  Teme  was  slightly  afTected  on  Friday, 
but  not  sufficient  to  stop  fly-fishing,  which  has  been  better 
this  week,  and  more  anglers  have  been  out ;  a  nice  lot  of 
trout  and  very  heavy  basknt-s  of  chub  have  been  taken. 
Among  the  latter,  Mr.  J.  White,  of  the  Worcester  City 
Club,  heads  the  list  with  321b.  2oz.  and  201b.  5oz.,  which, 
with  his  321b.  13oz.  and  221b.  4oz.  last  week,  makes  a 
total  of  106ib.  8oz.,  caught  on  four  afternoons,  all  in  the 
Teme.  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  caught  some  large  fish  with  the 
Vamprey,  and  others  have  been  very  euccessful  with  the 
maggot.  Trout  hare  taken  the  fly  fairly  well  on  three 
days  during  the  week,  but  the  best  fish  have  been  taken 
with  the  artificial  minnow.  Mr.  Cotton  took  a  fine  speci- 
men with  the  Kill  Devil  under  Dight  Weir,  weighing 
41b.  15oz.  With  the  Bright  Devon  Mr.  R  Winefield  had 
three  and  a  half  brace  and  eleven  brace.  Mr.  F.  Tomlin- 
gon,  Mr._  J.  F.  Rushton,  and  others  had  capital  baskets, 
taken  with  the  worm ;  and  a  great  quantity  of  fine  eels 
have  been  taken  with  the  same  bait.  The  clnbi  have 
been  very  busy,  and  big  tnkes  of  coarse  fish  have  been 
recorded.  The  St.  John's  Club  had  their  first  competition 
on  their  club  water,  lower  Teme.  There  was  but  a 
moderate  muster  of  members,  and  the  contest  ended  in 
heavy  rain.  Mr.  J.  Jones  won  first  prize  with  111b.  ; 
Mr.  Sid  James,  second,  51b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Broad,  third, 
31b.  9o2.  On  Saturday  afternoon  the  Sabrioa  Club  h%d 
their  first  contest  in  the  Teme,  at  Knightsford  Bridge, 
Mr.  H.  Tyler  winning  the  first  priz<i  with  the  only  sizeable 
fish  taken.  The  York  House  Club  fished  their  first 
contest  in  the  Severn,  at  Lenchford,  on  June  24,  but  not 
one  weighable  fish  was  taken  during  the  hours  of  the 
contest.  The  Worcester  United  Working  Men's  Club  had 
a  very_  successful  meeting,  and  arranged  for  three 
competitions,  besides  their  annual  outing.  All  their 
competitions  take  place  on  the  Avon  this  season. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
A  series  of  first  matches  of  the  season  by  local  angling 
clubs  have  lately  engaged  attention.  By  permission  of 
Mr.  J.  J.  Dunnington-Jefferson,  the  members  of  the 
Clifton  A.A.  met  at  West  Cottingwith  on  Monday.  Over- 
coats were  appreciated,  it  being  very  cold,  on  account  of 
the  rough  wind.  Sport  was  not  very  brisk.  The  most 
successful  prize  winners  were :  R.  Broadley,  41b.  lOoz.  ; 
A.  Simpson,  41b.  6Joz.  ;  R.  Gowthorpe,  21b  3nz  ; 
S.  Usher,  21b.  2ioz. ;  and  W.  Wood,  21b  loz.  The  fish 
caught  were  mostly  small  roach,  dace,  bleak,  and  flounders. 
The  St.  Lawrence  A.S.  have  fished  their  first  match  at 
Suttoi-on-Derwent.  The  members  bad  a  fine  day. 
I.  Green  had  the  biggest  catch,  3'b.  7oz  ,  the  others 
ranging  from  lib.  5oz.  to  14f  iz.  W.  Newby  (15Joz.)  won 
Mr.  Spoon's  special  for  the  heaviest  fish  with  a  fish 
weighing  lljoz.  A  young  man  named  Harold  Gaudie,  of 
East  Baldon,  near  Sunderland,  has  been  fined  at  Bi'dale 
for  unlawfully  fishing  in  the  Beck  at  Crakehall,  he  not 
having  obtained  permission.  Defendant  pleaded  ignorance 
of  wrongdoing,  and  the  penalty  was  merely  nominal  as  a 
warning  to  others.  The  coarse  fishing  season  has  now 
been  in  swing  a  fortnight.  The  thunderstorms  have  been 
acceptable  in  all  districts,  whence  reports  as  to  the  low 
state  of  the  rivers  were  becoming  general.  With  improved 
prospects  rodmen  went  forth  cheerily,  and  do  not  appear 
to  have  done  amiss.  York  and  district  anglers  put  on  the 
spurt  at  the  wind-up  of  the  May  Fly  season,  and  in  several 
directions  dropped  across  nice  fish.  Eaoouraging  accounts 
come  from  the  Derwent  (Malton,  Stamford  Bridge,  and 
East  Cottingwith),  the  Wharfe,  the  Swale,  the  Ure,  and 
the  Nidd.  Pike  are  reported  very  plentiful  in  the  Wiske 
at  Northallerton,  coarse  fish  being  abundant. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

FEEDING  TROUT  ON  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  had  many  years'  experience  of  the 
practical  manipulation  of  fish  for  the  purpose  of  food  in 
various  forms,  you  perhaps  will  spare  me  a  short  space  for 
referring  to  the  highly  interesting  letter  of  Herr  JafPe  in 
your  impression  of  last  week. 

I  would  not  have  troubled  you  but  that  I  fear  the  users 
of  fish  might  be  led  astray  by  one  or  two  of  his  remarks, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  he  would  not  intentionally  mislead. 
He  says :  "  Good  fish  meal  ought  to  be  of  very  light 
colour." 

Now,  Herr  Jaff^,  and  I  may  gay  our  clients,  unanimously 
agree  that  barring,  on  account  of  its  excess  of  oil,  is  an 
unsuitable  fish  for  the  purpose,  but  when  dried  no  fieh 
produces  go  light  a  coloured  meal  ag  herring,  much  more 
so  than  cod  or  haddock.  I  feel  justified  therefore  in 
saying  the  test  of  colour  as  to  the  quality  of  a  fish  meal  is 
not  a  sound  or  reliable  ope.  By  quality  I  mean  its 
suitability  for  fish  feeding.  For  poultry  and  other 
purposes  I  prefer  it. 

I  am  afraid  that  the  fish  meal  at  9s.  per  cwt.  referred  to 
would  scarcely  bear  the  scrutiny  of  so  critical  and  careful 
a  feeder  as  Herr  Jaffe.  It  takes  4Jcwt.  of  fresh  fish  to  make 
Icwt.  of  fish  meal  if  sufficient  moisture  is  extracted  to  pro- 
duce it  so  that  it  will  keep.  3s.  per  cwt.  is  not  an 
excessive — indeed,  it  is  an  insufficient--amount  for  manu- 
facturers' profit,  cost  of  fuel,  bags,  and  other  items 
incident  to  its  preparation  and  dispatch.  That  would 
bring  the  prime  cost  of  the  wet  fish  to  Is.  4d.  per  cwt. 
I  know  no  market  where  stale  fish,  much  more  fresh  fish, 
can  be  purchased  at  anything  like  that  price. 
_  I  should  also  like  to  suggest  to  Herr  Jaffe  a  recon- 
sideration of  his  opinion  that  the  fine  particles  of  bone  in 
fish  meal  produces  inflammation  of  the  intestines.  We 
sell  ordinary  bone  meal  for  birdg  and  animals  in  large 


quantities,  and  have  never  had  the  slightiett  complaint  of 
such  a  result,  and  I  would  subnriit  tJbat  irritation  of  tha 
natnre  described  is  surely  not  so  liifely  to  be  set  up  by 
small  particles  of  bone,  comparatively  moKt  oa*ily  assimi- 
lated, as  by  the  introduction  into  the  intestines  of  crushed 
mussel  shells,  composed  as  thoy  are  chiefly  of  hardened 
lime,  and  of  a  most  indigestible  character. 

I  trust  Herr  JafTu  will  net  consider  me  intrusive,  and 
excuse  my  references. — Yours  faithfully, 

Grimsby.  Thomah  King 

(Managing  Director,  Liverine,  Limited). 


FEEDING  TROUT  ON  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  Mr.  JafFe'a 
letter  in  your  issue  of  June  23  re  feeding  trout  on  horse- 
flesh, and  though  I  do  not  wish  to,  or  can,  competo  with  so 
well-known  an  authority  on  pisciculture,  why  should  horse- 
flesh be  so  suddenly  condemupd  as  food  for  trout  ?  It  ha« 
been  used  for  years  by  many  breeders,  and  only  lately  the 
question  has  been  brought  up  in  your  valuable  paper  as  to 
its  properties.  I  can  only  gay  the  fish  here  like  it,  and 
thrive  on  it  in  moderation  as  well  as  one  could  wish.  In 
my  humble  opinion  nearly  all  disease,  or  rather  malforma- 
tion, is  traced  to  the  parent  fish,  and  those  spawning 
should  be  most  careful  in  their  selection  of  stock.  Another 
point,  and  a  most  important  one,  is  change  of  food  ;  surely 
one  kind  alone  would,  in  time,  degenerate  any  animal  or 
fish.  Fish  meal  is,  no  doubt,  a  most  uieful  food,  mixed 
now  and  again  with  other  diat.  Mr.  JaSc  seems  to  have  a 
ready  an  '  cheap  market  for  his  fresh  fish  food,  which  is 
not  so  easily  obtained  in  England.  I  hope  this  letter  may 
open  out  other  experiences  of  pisciculturists,  and  not 
altogether  condemn  horseflesh  as  food.  I  give  herewith 
what  the  fish  here  get,  and  this  season  I  do  not  think  any- 
one could  wish  to  see  a  better  lot. 

Pry  have  sheep's  liver  to  start ;  later  on,  fine  horseflesh, 
biscuit,  and  gentles.  Yearlings  and  larger  fish  horseflesh, 
ijiscuit,  fresh  water  shrimps,  snails,  minnows,  &c.  Short 
gills,  I  believe,  are  formed  in  the  ova  stage,  and  there  may 
be  a  certain  percentage  in  hatching  many  thousands,  bat 
my  belief  is  they  come  from  unhealthy  parents. — Yours 
faithfully,  H.  H.  Gray, 

Hyde  End  Fishery,  Brimpton,  Berks. 

RAINBOW  TROUT  IN  TIDAL  WATERS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  fishing  with  Dr.  Joshua,  of 
Abbotsmead,  Great  Malvern,  who  is  at  present  at  the 
Bay  View  Hotel,  and  had  the  following:  One  salmon, 
14lb.  ;  one,  9Jlb. ;  one,  91b.  ;  one,  7ilb.  ;  one,  71b. ;  one 
peal  of  4Jlb. ;  one  of  41b. ;  twenty-^even  sea  trout,  the 
largest  3^10. ;  six  of  31b.  each  ;  several  2|lb.,  and  l|lb  the 
smallest ;  thiity-seven   brown  trout,  the  largeht  l|lb. 
Most  of  these  fiah  were  got  in  the  waters  of  the  Bay  View 
Hotel,  which  is  free  to  visitors  staying  there.  Several 
other  good  bags  have  been  made  from  the  Butler's  Arms 
Hotel  also.    Sea  trout  are  far  more  plentiful  this  season 
than  for  past  four  seasons,  and  prospects  are  good.  Owing 
to  the  present  high  waters  fishing  is  uncertain  for  some 
time,  as  the  lakes  are  much  too  high.    All  the  same,  it 
will  bring  in  the  supplies  of  sea  trout  and  salmon  which 
would  be  captured  in  mild  weather  by  nets,  &o.,  outside 
the  river  mouth.   Large  takes  of  sea  trout  and  peal  are  got 
at  the  weirs.    On  June  16,  fishing  on  Mr.  J.  E.  Butler's 
water  with  Dr.  Joshua,  I  got  a  rainbow  trout,  4oz  ,  in  the 
tidal  pool,  and  he  had  a  silver  coating  on  him,  and  the 
beautiful  golden  band  along  the  side  showed  he  was  a  chip 
of  the  old  block.    On  June  21,  while  fishing  the  river 
Cnmeragh,  I  also  hooked  a  rainbow  trout  and  landed  him, 
but  he  was  badly  hooked  and  would  not  live,  so  I  brought 
him  home,  and  bis  weight  was  4  )z.  aUo,  but  not  in  the 
same  condition  as  the  one  in  the  tidal  pool.    The  doctor 
was  as  much  surprised  as  myself  to  find  the  rainbow 
trout  at  least  four  miles  from  the  lake  where  he  was 
liberated,  and  making  his  way  to  the  upper  lakes.  This 
is  rather  a  curious  history  of  the  same  spawn.    On  Feb. 
27,  1899,  we  got  the  rainbow  ova  from  S.  Jaffe,  of 
Sandfort,  Osnabruck,  Germany,  and  laid  them  on  the 
gravel  boxes  in  the  hatchery  in  *he  opsn  air,  and  they 
came  out  on  March  6.    We  lost  very  little  of  the  ova  or 
fish.    We  then  turned  them  into  the  pond  and  liberated 
them  on  Feb.  14,  1900,  in  the  most  suitable  parts  of 
Waterville  Lake.  The  nearest  fish  would  be  at  least  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  river  mouth  Cumeragh. 
Singular  that  this  rainbow  trout  should  go  from  his  place 
of  liberation  and  make  out  the  river,  and  then  ma  up  fotir 
miles.    I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  rainbow 
trout,  when  the  fresh  was  there,  ran  with  the  sea  trout 
the  river,  as  in  the  same  pool  the  doctor  got  two  fresh- 
run  fish.    This  may  account  for  its  going  up  so  far.  On 
the  other  hand,  perhaps  the  rainbow  in  the  tidal  waters 
may  have  gone  down  with  the  pink,  so-called,  which  are 
the  spawn  of  the  sea  trout,  as  there  were  plenty  in  the 
same  tidal  pool.    However,  they  seem  to  be  able  to  survey 
the  lakes  and  sea  well  enough  in  their  early  stages.  I 
hope  they  continue,  and  that  those,  if  gone  to  sea  in  any 
quantity,  may  come  back  soon  and  spend  the  late  end  of 
ttieir  old  days  in  Lough  Currane,  and  take  a  Claret  and 
Blue  in  his  gullet  and  test  those  ll-footers  of  Hardy 
Brothers  with  some  of  those  31b.  sea  trout. — Yours  truly, 

T.  McCarthy. 

THAMES  CARP. 
Sir. — From  one  or  two  letters  which  have  appeared  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  the  writers  seem  to  think  that  there 
are  few  carp  in  the  Thames  below  Oxford.  This  is  not  the 
case,  for  at  Shillingford,  not  far  below  the  junction  of  the 
Thame  and  Isis,  there  are  a  quantity  of  very  large  carp. 
The  hole  is  in  what  is  called  the  Hog  Common,  close  to 
the  road  to  Dorchester,  where  the  river  takes  a  sharp 
bend.  I  tried  one  whole  summer  for  these  fish,  which  I 
continually  saw  basking  on  the  surface,  bat  never  got  one 
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tibongh  I  took  large  quantities  of  other  fish  on  my  baitings. 
When  t  heavy  flood  oame  in  October  one  got  stranded  on 
the  meadow,  and  was  picked  np  alive  by  my  landlord's 
son.  It  weighed  125lb.  There  were  also  carp  in  the 
different  barbel  holes  nearer  the  village,  which  were 
occasionally  caught;  also  at  Benson,  where  the  late  Mr. 
H.  Newton  canght  several.  I  have  little  donbt  there  are 
plenty  in  most  of  the  deep  reaches,  but  no  one  ever  baits 
them.  For  instance,  the  reach  above  Sonning  Lock,  I 
never  saw  a  pnnt  moored  or  a  man  fishing  from  the  bank 
on  the  Oxfordshire  side,  where  I  know  there  are  large 
carp.  I  once  baited  heavily  with  worms  about  lOOyds. 
above  the  weir,  but  got  only  tench  ;  but  made  a  very  fine 
catch  of  them.  In  fact,  tench  are  most  plentiful  about 
Sonning,  but  are  ssldom  fished  for.  I  have  had  some  big 
takes  close  to  the  Sonning  Weir. 

There  are  carp,  again,  in  the  deep  reach  half  a  mile  or 
BO  below  Sonning  Bridge  down  to  nearly  the  entrance  to 
the  Patrick  stream.  The  deep  water  here  is  on  the  Berk- 
shire side,  and  would  well  repay  a  baiting,  but  no  one 
seems  to  fish  it ;  therefore  the  carp  are  not  likely  to  be 
caught. 

Many  yews  ago  this  water,  which  is  or  was  claimed  as  a 
several  right  of  fishing  by  the  Palmers,  of  Holme  Park, 
was  let  to  a  person  at  Sonning,  and  I  have  been  told  that 
they  always  at  the  annual  dragging  of  the  river  enclosed 
quantities  of  carp  in  the  net,  but  they  gsnerally  escaped 
by  jumping  over  the  head  line.— Yours  faithfully, 

Dorman's  Land,  Surrey.  Edwin  Gosling. 

[Glad  to  have  a  note  from  Mr.  G.  again.— Ed  ] 

FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 

Deab  Sie,— Would  yon  kindly  inform  me,  through  the 
ins  of  the  Fishing^  Gazette,  of  any  subscription  or 
0  fishing  on  the  rivers  Mole  or  Wey,  or  any  ponds 
London  ?  _  Also  if  such  fishing  is  allowed  on  Sunday  ? 
xuu»xking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

An  Old  Subsceibee. 

[In  reply  to "  An  Old  Subscriber,"  angling  in  the 
following  subscription  waters  near  London  can  be 
obtained:  Welsh  Harp,  daily,  and  on  Sunday,  bottom 
fishing  Is.,  pike,  28.  6d.,  annual  ticket  £1  Is.,  punts, 
3s.  6d.  per  day ;  Wimbledon  Lake,  annual  ticket,  £1  Is., 
apply  to  Mr.  A,  Standen,  3,  The  Ridgway,  Wimbledon; 
Dagenham  Lake,  near  Rainham.  Is.  daily,  any  fish,  and 
Sunday ;  Elstree  Reservoir,  1b.  daily,  pike  fishing  extra ; 
I  believe  Sunday  fishing  is  allowed.  Write  to  the  keeper, 
Elstree  Reservoir,  Herts.  Crystal  Palace  Lakes,  daily. 
Is. ;  no  Sunday  fishing.  The  Boat  Lake  contains  bream, 
roach,  and  Prussian  carp.  The  Hut  Pond,  Wisley,  daily. 
Is. ;  tickets  and  all  particulars  at  the  hotel ;  nearest 
station,  Effingham,  and  not  Weybridge. 

The  Mole.— Near  Dorking  and  Box  Hill  flour  mills 
abound,  and  millers  either  give  permission  or  charge  Is. 
per  day.  At  Horley,  by  leave  from  Mr.  Chant,  of  the 
Six  Bells,  and  at  Leatherhead,  Cobbam,  and  Betohworth. 
&c.,  by  getting  on  the  right  side  of  tbe  landed 
pr.iprietors. 

The  Wey.— At  Eaahing,  near  Pepperharrow  Park,  the 
angler  can  try  for  dace,  roach,  and  chub  by  using  the 
Stag  Inn.  There  is  free  fishing  from  the  towine-path  at 
Godalming,  and  so  on  pa*t  Shalford  and  on  to  Guildford 
it  is  free— bream,  roach,  dace,  and  an  odd  pike.  Next 
free  fishing  is  at  Send.  Try  in  the  wide  bend  for  bream, 
just  above  Send  Look.  The  Broad  Meads,  Woking,  are 
well  known,  and  the  fish  taken  by  clever  anglers  are 
bream,  reach,  dace,  chub,  pike,  eels,  and  carp,  scarce  tut 
good.  At  B  J  fleet  and  district  fishing  may  be  had  at  Is. 
per  day  or  by  permission  cf  the  farmers  ;  and,  lastly,  the 
Anglers'  Association  allow  club  members  to  fish  the  water 
they  rent  at  Bsher,  called  the  North  Waylands  Farm 
Fishery;  a  part  of  the  Wey  at  Bj  fleet;  that  stretch  of 
the  old  river  Wey  from  Weybridge  Lock  to  Walsham 
Lock ;  and  the  fishery  on  the  river  Oolne,  known  as  the 
Horton  Fishery,  and  which  is  situated  one  and  a  quarter 
milei  from  Colnbrook  Station.") 


FISHING  IN  THE  WANDLB. 
Dkab  Sia,— Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
give  me  any  information  as  to  fishing  to  be  had  in  the 
Wandle,  at,  or  near  Croydon  ;  also  of  whom  permission  is 
to  be  obtained  if  necessary  ? — Yours  truly. 

  Ralph  Hull. 

A  TERRIBLE  TEMPTATION. 

Dkar  Sie,— a  sample  will  be  sent  same  post  of  Kirk- 
hope's,  in  order  to  try  and  get  the  better  of  "  Specid 
Hootch."  I  hope,  as  he  says  he  is  T.  T.,  that  it  may  prove 
a  terrible  temptation,  because  T.  T.  may  be  read  many 
ways,  such  as— terrible  tight,  tight  times,  'ternal  torture, 
&o. ;  but  it  is  sent  to  your  care  !  I  am  very  pleased  to  see 
be  refera  to  "  the  condition  of  the  fish  chiefly,"  when 
speaking  of  Ugie  and  the  early  days  of  June.  It  is  worse 
than  a  scandal  that  hundredweights  of  brown  trout  are 
slaughtered  in  March  and  April,  which,  when  cooked  (in 
London),  require  all  sorts  of  decoctions  to  make  them 
Ditlatable,  and  to  conceal  the  natural  flavour  which  they 
have  before  attaining  "  condition." — Yours  truly 

J    ,  .  ,  OakkhandAle. 

iTo  send  whiskey  to  an  editor  with  the  ides  that  he  will 
"  send  it  on  "  to  anybody  is  very  flattering— but  we  fear 
fallacious.- Ed.]    ' 

TACKLE  VARNISH. 
Sie,— In  answer  to  your  correspondent  "  A.  B.  0.  "  in 
the  Fmhmg  GatetU,  I  with  to  sUte  that  1  shall  be  pleased 
to  give  him  a  email  bottle  gratis  of  my  sppolal  tackle 
varnish  for  coating  lappings  ot  hooks,  rods,  and  fly  tyings 
if  he  will  forward  me  his  address.  I  do  not  think  it 
altogether  wise  to  give  away  all  trade  secrets.  I  wish  to 
state  that  I  have  eaperimented  with  several  kinds  of 


varnish  for  lappings  for  twenty  years,  and  have  got  what 
will  answer  all  requirements.  I  do  not  offer  it  publicly 
for  sale.  I  agree  with  "  A.  B.  C."  that  spirit  or  shellac 
varnishes  are  not  durable.  They  will  not  stand  weather 
or  water  long  ;  mine  will.— Yours  truly, 
87,  Hornby-road,  Blackpool.  W.  Tdenee. 

GLASS  MINNOW  TRAPS. 
Deae  Mr.  Marston,  — In  answer  to  your  corre- 
spondent, Mr.  Hutchison,  re  "  glass  minnow  traps,"  if  he 
sends  28.  6d.  and  postage  to  Mr.  H.  Whitty,  16,  Basnett- 
street,  Liverpool,  he  will  get  the  thing  he  wants.  For  Is. 
extra  the  trap  is  encased  in  a  wire  protector,  useful  among 
rocks  and  stones;  but  with  ordinary  care  I  prefer  the 
plain  glass,  as  being  more  attractive  to  the  minnows.  A 
few  breadcrumbs  should  be  thrown  into  it.— Yours  truly, 
  F.  S.  S. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent,  Mr.  Hutchinson, 
will  call,  I  believe  I  can  show  him  what  he  requires,— 
Yours  respectfully,  Samuel  Thompson. 

15J,  Friar  Gate,  Derby. 

RE  "  SOMETHING  LIKE  A  SCREEN  WANTED.' 

Deae  Sir, — Would  not  the  enclosed  probably  meet  the 
case  ? 

A  is  the  bitd's-eye  view ;  B  is  the  view  looking  up 
stream. 

The  screen  would  be  made  as  follows  : 

Strong  wings  of  wood  well  let  into  the  banks  (1, 1).  A 
board  let  into  bed  of  stream  (2).  On  this  board  a  fixed 
grating  ominsr  to  within  6in.  of  the  top  of  water  at  usual 
height  (3).  Hinged  on  to  this  fixed  screen  should  be 
another,  IJft.  wide,  fitted  with  floats  to  keep  the  up- 
stream edge  level  with  the  water.    Being  hinged  to  fixed 
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screen,  the  floating  edge  would  rise  and  fall  with  the 
water.  Fish  coming  up  would  jump  the  screen,  but  those 
coming  down  wonld  swim  under  the  floatinij  edge  (4). 
Possibly  metal  floats  would  prove  the  best. — Yours  faith- 
folly,  Ed.  B.  Buet. 
Dene  House,  Haslemere. 

[We  are  obliged  to  Mr.  Burt,  and  hope  someone  will 
try  his  suggestion.  Our  fear  is  that  fish  coming  up  would 
not  jump  the  screen,  aa  the  water  flows  through  and  not 
over  it. — Ed.]   

THE  "  BALANCE  "  OF  RODS. 
Sir,— Will  yon  inform  me  through  your  valuable  paper 
the  correct  place  for  a  Nottingham  chub  rod  to  balance 
at  ?  Should  it  do  so  when  the  rod  is  held  in  the  right 
hand  just  above  reel,  or  should  there  be  a  little  more 
weight  towards  the  point  than  towards  the  butt  ?  Length 
of  rod  lift.  6in..  cane  and  greenheart.  And  if  it  is  wrong 
can  I  correct  it  ?    If  bo,  how  ?— Yours  truly, 

  H.  P.  Hull. 

MERAC. 

Sir,- What  is  this  ?  Blakey,  in  his  "  Angling,  or  How 
to  Angle,  and  Where  to  Go,"  p.  76,  mentions  it  as  a  bait 
for  tench  on  the  authority  of  Capt.  Guillame. — Youra 
truly,    R.  8. 

THE  i'.O.  TOBACCO  FUND. 
Deab  Sib,— I  have  sold  four  and  a  half  dozen  salmon 
flies,  which  I  offered  to  sea  fishermen  at  Is.  per  dozen,  and 
enclose  the  proceeds  to  your  Tobacco  Fund  (4s.  6d.).  I 
expected  a  better  response,  having  some  hundred  flies  left. 
Loch  fishers,  sea  anglers,  or  those  taking  sea  trout  can 
have  flies  selected  by  me  to  suit  their  requirements  at  6d. 
Mr  doeen  ;  postage  extra.  I  would  like  to  add  a  little  by 
i;his  means  before  the  Tobacco  Fund  closes. — Yours  truly, 
Cheltenham  Angling  Clnb,  Geo.  A.  Powell. 
'■^9,  Leighton-road,  Cheltenham. 


FISHING  AT  ALTNACEALGAOH. 

Deab  Sir,— I  thought  perhaps  you'd  like  to  hear  the 
result  of  my  wife's  and  my  fishing  at  Altnocealgach. 
Sixteen  days'  fishing,  930  sizpable  trout,  2~3ilb.  The 
last  season's  take  by  all  visitors  was  15,000  trout— 
2  tons  llcwts.  3qr8.  101b.  I  found  Zulu,  Black  and  Bley, 
Black  and  Teal,  Butcher,  Alexandra,  and  Grouse  and 
Claret  the  best  flies.— Faithfully  yours, 

H.  N.  Campbell. 

P.S.— For  the  benefit  of  all  who,  like  myself,  are 
troubled  with  midges,  Mr.  James  Startin,  specialist  for 
skin  diseases,  says  for  a  preventive  equal  parts  of 
powdered  ipecacuanha  and  msthylated  spirits.  If  you  are j 
bitten,  best  thing  is  liquid  ammonia. — H.  N.  C. 


SEA  TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Deab  Sir, — In  Scotland  and  Ireland  I  feel  sure  ther 
are  many  places  where  sea  trout  fishing  is  really  good  L 
only  one  could  get  a  reliable  opinion  from  someone's 
personal  experience.  i 

Perhaps  you,  sir,  or  some  of  your  numerous  readerSjL 
could  recommend  some  really  good  place  ia  either  Sootlana' 
or  Ireland,  say  good  in  the  month  of  September. 

I  should  not  object  to  a  beat  on  a  river  for  the  month  if 
decent  accommodation  could  be  had  conveniently  near. — 
Yours  truly,    F.  C. 

SEA  FISHING  WANTED. 

Deab  Sie, — Can  any  of  your  namerons  readers  inform 
me  of  a  quiet  village  on  the  sea  coast,  preferably  Lan- 
cashire or  Yorkshire,  with  a  rocky  shore,  from  which  I 
can  obtain  some  good  sea  fishing  ? 

Any  particulars  of  such  a  place,  with  kind  of  fish  and 
best  time  of  the  year  for  sport,  will  be  esteemed  a  great 
favour  by— Yours  truly,  B.  W. 

Accrington. 

[Filey,  in  Yorkshire,  ought  to  suit  our  correspondent, 
we  think. — Ed.]  _____ 

SCOTCH  LOCH  SEA  TROUT  FISHING  IN 
SEPTEMBER-  WANTED. 
Deab  Sie, — I  should  feel  greatly  indebted  if  you  conld, 
through  your  columns,  which  I  read  regularly  with  much 
interest,  give  me  any  advice  as  to  finding  some  sea  trout 
fishing  in  Scotland  about  the  middle  of  September,  either 
combined  with  some  salmon  fishing  or  otherwise.  I  should 
prefer  loch  fishing,  as  I  wish  to  take  a  lady,  and  should  not 
necessarily  require  it  to  be  connected  with  an  hotel.  I 
once  had  good  sport  on  Loch  Etive,  from  Taynuilt,  but  it 
was  rather  earlier  in  the  year.  Do  you  think  any  water 
on  the  Tweed  pould  be  obtained  for  a  short  time  ?  Thank- 
ing you  in  anticipation. — I  remain,  yours  truly, 

  Yoekshibe. 

PROCURING  RAZOR  BILL  FOR  BAIT. 
Deae  Sie,— On  page  474,  third  column,  lines  twenty- 
one,  twenty-two,  twenty-three,  the  Fishing  Gazette 
June  28,  "  Hamus "  tells  us  "They  (the  razor  bill) 
inhabit  the  sands,  like  the  cockle,  and  it  is  no  easy  matter 
to  get  them  out,  as  they  burrow  like  lightning." 
_  Perhaps  it  may_  interest  your  readers  to  learn  the 
simple  way  in  which  the  natives  of  Borneo  procure  this 
fish. 

The  native  takes  a  stick  about  3ft.  or  4ft.  long ;  on  this 
he  lashes  with  split  rotan  a  joint  or  part  of  a  joint  of  small 
bamboo  containing  lime ;  he  also  provides  himself  with 
some  pieces  of  the  centre  rib  of  the  fronds  of  a  palm  leaf 
about  5in.  or  6in.  lonar. 

His  modus  operandi  is  as  follows  :  He  walks  along  the 
sands  looking  out  for  the  air  holes  ;  then  he  taps  with  a 
stick,  and  should  a  water  babble  come  out  of  the  air  hole 
he  at  once  takes  one  of  the  pieces  of  palm,  dips  it  into  the 
lime,  inserts  it  in  the  air  hole,  and  withdraws  it ;  almost 
immediately  the  razor  bill  shoots  himself  out  of  the  hole 
and  falls  on  the  sand  ;  and  so  the  collector  goes  on.  The 
natives  are  very  fond  of  the  razor  bill  as  an  article  of  diet. 
Personally  I  do  not  care  for  them  ;  they  seem  to  me  to  be 
very  leathery.  Large  parties  of  women  go  down  to  the 
shore,  especially  at  the  time  of  the  spring  tides,  to  collect 
these  shell  fish,  and  they  procure  many  hundreds  of  them. 
I  do  not  know  if  the  above-desciibsd  method  of  procuring 
razor  bill  has  ever  been  tried  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 
The  lime  used  is  lime  made  from  shells  ;  this  lime  is  also 
smeared  on  the  sirih  leaf,  which  is  chewed  with  the  betel 
nut.  Sirih  is  a  species  of  pepper  vine. — Yours  faithfully, 
T.  Wentwobth  Falconbe. 


THE  STEAM  DREDGER  FINDS  COINS  IN  THfi  ' 
THAMES. 

Sir, — Amongst  the  curios  brought  to  the  surface  by  the 
steam  dredger  now  at  work  in  front  of  Windsor  Bridge 
are  a  silver  coin,  bearing  date  16/0;  also  a  Chinese  coin' 
and  several  others  too  corroded  to  identify  ;  a  metal  star  i 
of  the  Border  Regiment,  bearing  date  181 1 ;  a  flint  knife, 
several  human  bones,  and  chalk  weights  as  used  for 
weighting  the  nets  when  salmon  roamed  these  waters. 
Bison,  elk,  and  deer  homa  are  amongst  the  collection ; 
also  fossil  remains. — Yours  truly,     R.  B.  Bambbidqe. 

Eton. 


A  TiBsmLE  Accident  Ib  often  the  result  of  a  aUght  act  of 
carelessneHB:  therefore  we  cannot  guard  too  mucb  Bgalnat  the 
habit  of  treating  trillfs  with  contempt.  In  desling  with  our 
health,  this  la  a  m  itter  of  greot  importance.  Many  valuable 
lives  bare  been  preuiaturdy  loRt  through  the  ncgloct  of  a  trifling 
cold,  or  for  want  of  atteuiion  being  paid  to  the  niORt  simple  of 
he  laws  of  sanitation.  In  order  to  keop  the  body  in  a  robust 
ondltion,  frequent  dosoe  of  Uolloway's  Pills  iboulil  be  taken  ; 
ibvj  purify  the  blood,  whilst  they  cleanse  the  aystam  from 
liscase  germs.  For  rheumatics,  gout,  sick  headache,  lainltude. 
livor  and  stomach  disorders,  &c.,  no  other  remedy  can  equal 
them. 


Xhe  P>ihi>i^  iiazrtU,  Jiine  2o,  19<i0. 

rOR    PARTICULARS  ot 


our  Insurance   Coupon,   see  p.   3  Wrapper, 

THj: 


I  pevoted  entirely  to  AngUng.] 

Nori209^^^VoLrXL. 

BeglBtored  at  the  G.P.O.  as  a  Newspaper. 


.....^.^.nnoroorated  ANC-^'i^r--  .nd  CUUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  23,  1900 


(  Annual  Subscription,  ^ 
\  10/6,  including  postage  > 
(      in  Great  Britain.  ) 


fHaa.  rishipg.  rlsh  CtUtnre,  ho 

TWOPENCE 


ABSOLUTELY 

PURE. 
THEREf^ORE 
BEST. 


BeglBtered  at  the  G.P.O.  as  a  Newspaper.  _  ^ZT^  m 

CADBURY^ICOCOA 

^   :  : —  ^-r,  »,  r-r\   l  +H  Q  ^ 

AND 

GUT  CASTS. 


A  Ponrth  Edition  is  Beady  of 

Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's 

NEW  LIFE 

OF 

WELLINGTON 

Two  Volumes,  36s.  net. 
"An  Admirable  Book."— Lord  Salisbury. 

■'  Excellpnt." — Times. 
Masterly."— Pall  Mall  Gazette. 

■'  By  far  the  most  complete  and  satis- 
factory biography  of  the  great  Duie."— 

Field.  

Sampson  Low  Marston  and  Co.,  Ltd 

St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.  Ltd., 

PISHING  BOD   AND   TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS, 
137    ST.   JOHN   STREET  ROAD. 

Factory:  1.  2,  and's.  KOSEBERY  AVENUE.    Timber  Stores:  U,  MERLIN'S  PLACE, 

LONDON,  E.G. 


rusting  snake  rings,  lock  30ints.  corK  nanme,  p  for  perch,  bream, 

J^'^i^^  ttrcai  le  iced. 

-^-^^   With  one  top,  35/-;  twro  tops,  42/-. 


THE  MC**T  NUTRITIOUS. 

EPPS'S 

BRATEFUL-COMFORTING. 

COCOA 

BREAKFAST-SUPPER. 


COLONEL  BOBBINS' 

SPLICED 

WHOLE  CANE 

TROUT  RODS. 

ass. 

"  One  of  the  sweetest  Fly  Eoda  I  have 
ever  handled."— K.  B.  Maeston  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  Feb.  10,  1900. 


J.  GILLETT, 

40    FETTKR  LANK, 

LONDON,  E.G. 


Perfect  Rod  for 

(Editor  Thames  Angling  News.- 


Barbelling  " 

-April- 1900.) 


BOMSTED'Si^SALT 

^  Br^PPoryrafEWT  to  her  majesty  the  qveen.  


MAY  FLIES. 
MAY  FLIES.       MAY  FLIES. 

Lavf/e  netv  stocJc  in  all  varieties  now  ready. 

GREEKS,  GREYS,  SPENT  GMTS,  EGYPTIAN  GOOSE,  and  SUMMER  DUCK. 

The  "GEDNEY"   has  proved  most  deadly  during  the  past  few  seasons, 

esDecially  on  Itchen  and  Darentb.  „  „r  ^  t 

The  ''  GEDNEY  "  No.  2,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Gedney  for  evening 

ThP  ^''^COSTA      the  best  pattern  for  River  Costa,  Yorkshire.     It  has  been 

proved  equally  good  on  other  May  Fly  streams. 
The  "  HODSON  "  for  Wye  and  Derwent,  Derbyshire. 
The  "  HOLMES  "  for  River  Dove,  Derbyshire. 
The  "  PITMAN  "  for  Rye  and  Riccall,  Yorkshire. 
The  "  HAMPSHIRE"  SERIES,  eight  patterns^  


Report  of  Gut  Crop  and  Price 
List  for  1900  now  ready.  Send 
address  for  copy  gratis.  Only 
the  highest  grades  imported. 

RiMSBOTTOM, 

Gut  Importer  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maimer, 

81.  Market  Street, 
MANCHESTER, 

Telegraphic  Address :  "Piscator." 
Nat.  Telephone  1539. 


MAY  FLY  CASTS. 

The   "  MARSTON  "  CASTS   (hundreds  of  testimonials),  3  yards,  made 

entirely  frcm  selected  undrawn  gut,  and  tapered,  1/6. 
The  "  HODSON  "  CAST,  7  feet,  as  above,  1/-  each. 

The  "DETACHED  BADGER"  MAY  FLY  KOD,  Greenheart  42/-. 
Ill  "DETACHED  BADGER"  MAY  FLY  ROD,  best  Built  Cane,  £5  5s. 

Can  be  had  in  either  two  or  three  joints. 

The  "DETACHED  BAIGER"  MAY  FLY  LINE,  hght,  30  yards,  12/6, 
The  ''StAcSeD  BADGER"   MAY   FLY   REEL,  to  suit  above  lines 
14/6  16/6.  _   

J.  E.  MILLER 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT, 

19,  NEW  STATION   STREET,  LEEDS. 


To  Amatenr  Eod  and  Fly  Bakers. 

ROD  TIMBER, 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 

■Well  seasoned  and  Selected. 
Geebnheakt,  Hickoet,  or  Lascewood: 
IHn.    Jin.    4in.    lin.     fin.     im.  2tt.  long 
1/.     4d.    3d.   3d.    3d.    3d.  per  length. 
16    8d.    7d.   6d.    6d.    4d.  Sltt.  long. 
And  other  lengths  In  proportion. 
Ferrules,  Winch  Fittings,  Snake  Rings,  and 
every  Eequisite  for  Bod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to 
snit  all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern,  Is  and  Is.  6(L 
per  doz.   Floaters,  2s.  per  doz. :  Sample  half 
dozen  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MA  rERIALS.— Hackles  in  Bed.  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  other  na'ural  colonrs.  l<t 
per  dcz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyed 
Hackles,  l^d.  per  doz.  c  • 

Wings  per  Pair.— Starlings,  lid.;  Snipe,  lid.; 
Woodcock,  3d.;  Waterhen,  3d. ;  Partridge,  lid. ; 
Golden  Plover.  2d.;  Blackbirds,  IJd. 

Floss  and  Tying  Silks,  9d.  per  doz.  hanks, 
all  shades.  

WILL    CHAMBERS   &  CO., 

25,  Market  Place,  Mancliester. 


DRY  FLIES. 

Double  Winged,  2/6  per  dox. 

OGDEN  SMITH, 

e,  Pckxrls  Slc3.e, 

HYDE  PARK  CORNER, 

And  34,  St.  John's  Hill,  Clanham  Jnnotion 
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G.LinLE'C(t 

First  Class  Rod  &  Tackle  Manufacturers. 

SALMON  AKD  TBOUT  PLIES 

Salmon 

AND 

Trout 
Rods. 


FOE 

NORWAY, 

SWEDEN, 

ICELAND, 

CANADA, 

IRELAND, 

SCOTLAND, 

ENGLAND. 


EEELS  Si  LINES. 


FOR   SALMON,   GRILSE,   TROUT,  AND 
GRAYLING, 

THE  'HERCULES' 
GUT  CASTS 

Are  the  Strongest  and  Best.  They  will  last  at 
least  three  times  longer  than  any  other. 
Catalogues  Post  Free  on  Application, 

63,  Haymarket,  London,  S.W. 


JOHN  R.  RICHARDSON, 

KINGSTON-ON-THAMES, 

Has  some  very  special  Hand-made 
Whole  Cane  and  Greenheart  SALMON 
and  TROUT  EODS  for  1900. 


TROFT  Sb  other  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 

AFPABATUS,  MOLI.USCA,  CRUSTACEANS,  WATEXt  PZ.AZrTS,  PISH 
MEAI.,  BISCUITS,  &c. 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.      SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

For  any  Information  on  Fishery  Matters  write  to 

THE  SOLWAY  FISHERY  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  DUMFRIES, 

tT,   <r,   A.RMISTEAI),   Managing  I>irect«r. 

OX^DEST  ESTABLISHED. 

BEST  BOOK  ON  FISH  CtTLTUHE  ever  published,  "  an  Anslkk's  Pakabisb  Am 
HOW  TO  OBTAIN  IT,"  12/10  post  free.    "  Handy  Guidb  to  Fish  Oolturb,"  1/2  post  free 
1000  Eyed  ©Ta  and  well  made  Hatching  Tank,  carriage  paid,  11/6;  or  5»0  and  tank  7/6 


"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper,  published  the  ist  and  15th  of  each  month, 
Annual  Subscription,  68.  6d. 

All  commnnicatione  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors— WTEES  FR^RES, 
30,  Qnai  du  Lonvre,  Paris. 


THE  PERFECT  TAPER  SALMON  AND  TROUT  LINE. 


16-Plait  Enamel  Dressed  Spinning  and  Trolling  Lines ; 
Wire  Centre  Casting  Lines ;  Special  Landing  Nets  that 
cannot  catch  the  Hook;  Wire  Strand  Silk  Snooding- 
Deep  Sea  Lines,  sizes  from  Conger  to  Bass.  As  used  and 
recommended  by  Mr.  Fkanois  Francis,  Mr.  Senior  (of 
the  Field),  Authors  of  "Bod  in  India,"  and  "  The  Sea 
Fisherman,"  Mr.  Maeston,  Mr.  Pennbll,  Mr.  Frank 
BnOKLAND,  and  officers  of  the  English  and  Indian  Armies 
and  all  noted  an  glers.  ' 

Taper  Trout  Lines  from  Pure  Italian  Silk. 
Mahseer  Lines,  Dressed  Expressly  for  India, 
6  yards.  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splice. 
Composition  in  Cakes  to  Be-dress  Lines. 
Samples  and  Catalogue  Two  Stamps. 
Postal  Address-COMPSTALL  near  MARPLE. 


Of  very  highest  qualitj, 

TIED  BY 

I  Jos.  Braddell  &  Son, 

Tackle  Makera,  Belfast, 

For  eyery  RIVER  in 

IRELAND. 

Telegrams  :  "  BraddeU,  Belfast."    Telephone,  525,  Belfast.    Established  1811. 


WYRESDALE  FISHERY 
(PETER  ORMROD,  PISCICULTURIST). 

Advice  given  with  regard  to  Stocking,  Construction  of  Lakes,  Ponds, 
Hatcheries,  &c.  Consultations  on  all  Fishing  Matters,  Water  Pollutions' 
Improvement  of  Rivers,  &c.  ' 

Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-year-olds  of  BROWN  TROUT  from 
the  purest  strain.  Also  RAINBOW  TROUT  and  LOCH  LeVeXT 
TROUT.  ■"'.vjsxii 

ALPINE  and  WINDERMERE  CHAR,  BAVARIAN  GREAT 
LAKE  TROUT,  &c.    SALMON  YEARLINGS. 

New  Illustrated  Pamphlet,  containing  Hints,  on  Stocking,  Natural  Peed  for  Tmbp 
Trout,  &c.,  Free  on  application  to 

ANDREW  HENRY,  Secpetary, 

SCORTON.    &ARSTA]Sr&,  LANCASHIRE:. 


JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 

SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING, 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 

 "Wirmere  of    Five   Grold  and  Silver  Medals. 


CUMMINS'   QUILL  MINNOW. 


THE  MOST  DEADLY  MINNOW  FOR  TROUT  THAT  CAN 
BE  USED. 


No.  1,  llin. 
No.  2,  lUn. 


I  1/6  each. 


KILLS  IN   CLEAR  WATER.  ^  5^  TRACES   TO   SUIT.    S°-  EACH. 

The  Fishing  Qazette,  April  23,  1898,  says .  "  We  have  seen  it  do  great  havoc  on  a  small  stream." 

LARGE  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE,  with  SUPPLEMENTARY  LIST  for  1900,  FREE. 

W.  J.  CUMMINS, 

BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 


June  23,  1900] 
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FOSTER'S  CATALOGUE 

Contains  Illustrations  of  "Up-to-Date"  RODS  and  TACKLE  of  e^ery  description,  which  are  priced  as  low 

as  is  possible  consistent  with  first  best  quality.   (Sent  free  to  any  address.) 
Compare  our  25s.  6d.  CHALLENGE  BRAND  RODS  with  those  of  other  makers  at  from  30s.  to  £2. 
Compare  our  ENGLISH-MADE  CREELS,  with  partitions  for  tackle,  &c.  (in  brown  wicker),  at  8s.  6d.,  with 

those  of  other  makers  at  21s.  and  upwards. 
Compare  our  EYED  FLY  BOXES  at  Is.  6d.  and  2s.  6d.  with  those  obtained  elsewhere  at  5s.  6d.  and  Ss.  Gd. 
Compare  our  "  PERFECT  "  DRY  PLY  LINES  at  5s.  and  Double  Tapered  at  7s.  6d.  with  those  sold  elsewhere 

at  10s.  to  21s. 

In  fact,  Compare  anything  you  get  from  Foster's  with  anything  you  can  get  anywhere,  and  you  will  find 
it  will  pay  you  to  go  on  comparing. 


LISTS  for  1900  now  ready  (280  pages,  300  illustrations)  SENT  FREE  by 

FOSTER  BROS.,  ASHBOURNE,  BERBYSHIRE. 

London   A.a:ent— J.   TAYTjTt;!?,   lO,   Harl^pvton   Road,   XJppei-   Holloway,  N. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

SUIIMER  HOLIDAYS  on  tlie  SORFOLR,  SHFFOIK,  and  ESSEX  COASTS. 

Bracing  air.     Highly  recommended  by  the  Medical  faculty. 

EXCELLENT  FACILITIES  FOR  YACHTING,  FISHING.  AND  GOLFING. 

FBZDAY  to  TUESDAY,  POItTlIIGHTl.Y,  and  TOUKIST  TICKETS  issued 
at  CHEAP  FABES  by  aU  Trains. 

Accelerated  and  Improved  Express  Service  of  Trains. 
BREAKFAST  k  DINING  CARS.  FARMHODSE  &  COUNTRY  LODGINGS  LIST. 

All  pnrticulars  free  by  post  on  application  to 

Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Liverpool  Street  Station,  London,  E.G. 

NOW  READY. 

THE 

NINETEENTH  CENTURY 

A  MONTHLY  REVIEW.  EDITED   BY  JAMES  KNOWLES. 

ISTo.  280. 

JTOE,  1900.         Price  2s.  6d. 

I.  The  Future  of  South  Africa : 

(1)  A  Voice  from  Natal.    By  F.  S.  Tatham  (Member  of  the 

Legislative  Assembly). 

(2)  The  Native  Kaces.    By  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Moffat,  C.B. 

II.  The  Cavalry  Rush  to  Kimberley,  and  in  Pursuit  of  Cronje.  By 
the  late  Capt.  Cecil  Botle.  (With  an  Introduction  by 
Sydney  Btixton,  M.P. 

III.  The  Cruel  Case  of  the  Wounded  War-horses.    By  Laurence 

W.  Pike. 

IV.  Enigmas  of  Empire.    By  Sidney  Low. 

V.  Swiss  Rifle  Clubs.    By  Col.  J.  H.  Eivett-Cabnac. 

VI.  The  Prospects  of  Anglicanism.    By  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cobb. 

VII.  Liberalism  and  Intransigeance.    By  Wilfrid  Ward. 

VIII.  The  Vogue  of  the  Garden  Book.    By  Mrs.  Stephe-n  Batson. 

IX.  The  Intellectual  Awakening  of  China.    By  Professor  Robert 
K.  Douglas. 

X.  Tycho  Brahe.    By  Arthur  Ponsonby. 

XI.  The  Copyright  Bills,  1900.    By  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Thring. 

XII.  Thn  Genius  of  Handel.    By  H.  Heathcote  Statham. 

XIII.  The  Irish  Guards.     By  Fitzalan  Manners  (Captain,  Scots 
Guards) . 

XIV.  The  Newspapers.    By  Sir  Wemyss  Reid. 

ORDER  THROUGH  ANY  BOOKSELLER. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunatan'e 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


SEND  FOR  AN 

Explanatory  Pamphlet 

AND 

Specimen  Plate 

OF 

TISSOT'S 

LIFE  OF  CHRIST 

ft  jVIagnifieeflt  Art  Work. 


Forwarded  Free  on  application  to 

Messrs.  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


XOW  READY.— THIRD  EDITION. 

A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

By    OOTSWOIjID     ISITS,  lulL.J^. 


Price  ONE  SHILLING,  in  neat  cloth  binding:. 

London ;  SAMr'SON  LOW,  MARSTON  4  CO.  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 
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[June  23,  1900 


FOYERS  HOTEL,  LOCH  NESS. 

Bt-deceraUd  and  most  C<m\fortably  B»-fumiihed 
througJtout,  Electric  light. 
rpHIS  Hotel,  which  la  most  beftntUnlly  situated, 
X  OTerlooking  Loch  Ness,  and  commanding 
Finest  Views  of  the  Great  Glen,  has  the  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Loch  Ness,  which  will  be  free 
to  visitors  sUjrlng  at  Hotel,  also  Tront  Fishing 
on  Biver  Foyers,  Loch  Bran,  Loch  Garth,  and 
Loch  Farrallne.  Boats  for  use  of  visitors.  Termi 
moderate.  S.  TILSTON,  Proprleter 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL.— Superb  and  extensive  addl 
tionB  since  last  season.  Excellent  TROUT  and 
SXtJfO /"fBOX  Fishing  on  Loch  Awe,  Free.  Ex- 
perienced b«atmen.  Boats  towed  by  Steam  Launch 
to  the  best  Fishing  Grounds.  Magnlflcent  views  cf 
mountain,  lake,  and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the 
Hotel. 

DALUALLT  HOTEL,  OLENORCHT,  under  the  same 
management.  — Quests  have  nine  mllea  FREE 
SALUON  FISHING  on  the  beautiful  and  oele 
bra  ted  salmon  river  ORCHT.  Parties  wiring  to  ascer 
talfi  ply  of  river  promptly  answered. 

DUNCAN  FRASER,  Proprietor. 


CULAO  HOTEL,  LOCHINVER, 

SUTHBRLANDSHIRB. 

SPLENDID  TEOUTING  in  nnmerous 
lochs,  free;  ftrox,  lalmon,  lea  tront;  ex- 
cellent lea  HBhing,  Telegruni,  "Onlag,  Looh- 
Inver."  J.  Maokeniii. 

Boate  Ball  to  Lairg,  thenoe  per  daily  mall 
ooaob,  or  hire;  or  Mr.  MacBrayne'i  steamers 
from  ^laagow.  Oban.  ilcc. .  once  a  weeb 


CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Fasa  of  Melfort,  near  Oban. 

GOOD  TROUT  PISHING  FREE. 

SEASON  April  Ist  tm  end  of  September. 
Also  Deep-Sea  Fishing  Boats  and  steady  boatmen 
for  the  use  of  Anglers.  Billiard  Room,  Lawn  Tennis, 
and  all  conveniences  connected  with  hotel.  Families 
Boarded  by  the  Week  or  Month.  No  accommodation 
for  servants.  Charges  acoordlng  to  Board  and  Apart- 
ments required.  Luncheons  and  Teas  always  ready  on 
arrival  of  coaches  to  and  from  Oban,  Ford,  and  Loch 
Awe.  RfmU — Per  Steamer  "Columba"  from  Glasgow, 
Greenock,  and  Gourock  dally  to  Ardrlshalg ;  thenoe 
Royal  Mall  Coaoh  or  by  Caledonian  Railway  to  Oban 
thence  daily  Coaoh,  or  hire,  16  miles. 

The  hotel. keeper  has  been  stocking  his  lochs  annually 
for  the  last  fifteen  years  with  the  famous  Loch  Leven 
and  Fontlnalls,  or  Great  American  Brook  Trout,  from 
the  Howletonn  Fishery,  Stirling,  and  the  Solway 
Fishery,  Dumfries.  Several  Hundred  Yearling  Rain- 
bow Tront  have  been  added  yearly,  taken  from  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery,  Lancashire. 

JOHN  MOFADTEN, 
CcaUail  Hotel,  KUmelford,  by  Looh  OUpbead 
Telewraphlo  Address— MoFadyen,  KUmelford. 
Telegraph  Office  90  yards  from  Hotel. 


LOCHS  KATBINK,  ACHRA7,  VEHNACHAB. 
Beme  ofScotfi  "Lady  of  the  Lakt." 
OrpoHaEaabei  Hotel. 

By  OALUVNDEB,  N.B. 

IS  conveniently  situated  for  these  romantic 
Labes,  which  all  afford  splendid  Angling,  the 
Trout  running  a  large  average.    BOATS  AND 
BOATMEN.  Special  terms  arranged  with  parties 
staying  a  weeb  or  longer.   Posting.  Excursions 
B.  BLAIB,  Proprietor. 
Pott  and  TtUarath  Offlct  in  Hottl. 


ALTNAHARRA  HOTEL, 

SUTHEBLANDSHntE, 
Is  pleasantly  situated  at  the  head  of  Loch  Naver, 
and  surrounded  by  some  of  the  best  Trout  fishing 
lochs  In  Sutherland,  all  of  which  can  be  fished 
by  visiters  at  the  Hotel ;  boats  free. 

Salmon  flahing  on  Loch  Naver  free  from 
May  15  to  end  of  September. 

OHAaSEg  MODEBATB. 

Carriages  and  Horses  bept  for  Hire. 

Mrs.  MUNEO. 


8CALASAIC  HOTEL,  COLONSAY 

(Inner  HabrldeN  af  Ar^ylliiblre). 

THIS  Hot«l  is  now  under  new  management,  and 
will  be  found  convenient  headquarters  for  those 
visiting  this  picturesque  island.  The  Island  of 
Oronsay,  with  lt«  famous  ecclesiastical  antiquities  and 
sculptured  stonss,  is  within  easy  distance.  Excellent 
trout  flnhing  on  two  lochs,  free  to  visitors.  Boats  kept. 
8«a  fishing.  Splendid  i^lghteen  hole  golf  course.  I'-fiie 
beaches  for  sea  bathing.  Mall  sK^amers  from  Greenock 
every  Monday  and  ThurHday  per  "Hebrides"  and 
"  Dnuara  Castle";  from  Oban  every  Friflay,  per 
"  Hebrides."  Tariff  on  application  to 

MlHSF.H  MiNRILL,  Proprietors. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

VIb  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  Angler's  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Feror 
Fishing  on  Lochs  Shin,  Orlan,  Merbland, 
and  Qerm.  All*  Salmon  and  Sea  Tront  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  ttlllles.    Posting,  <l!o. 

DDNOAN  MAOKAY. 
Total  season  1895,  sixty  days'  Sshlng  for  ONi 
rod.  ]20«  Ish.  wdghlBc  112£lb 
Last  season's  catch  over  lO.tUO  Snh. 


BORDER  ESK  &  LIDDLE 

LANGHOLM,  DUMFRIESSHIRE. 

The  bSHl,  most  "■f.onomlnal,  and  most  conTnnienl 
(laco  to  flnh  all  parts  of  ttiose  Rivers,  wblr:b 
contain  Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Herling,  and 
Yollow  Trout,  I"  iho 

E8KDALE  TEMPERANCE  HOTEL 

Wm,  D00ULA8,  Proprl'jter     .iend  for  JWig. 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

T^HIS  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated 
in  the  heart  of  Bob  Boy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Olan  Gregor  being 
in  clese  proximity,  and  aa  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  Is  free  on  Loch  Katrine, 
Loch  Ohon,  and  several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel;  excellent  boats  and  experienced 
boatmen  are  kept.  The  hotel  Is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and 
Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or 
by  Aberfoyle  and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and 
steamers  by  these  routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DONAX.D  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


NORTH    UIST,  HEBRIDES. 

TTEEY  FINEST  BEOWN  TKOUT  FISHING  np  to  end  of  Au^at.  Excellent 
^  SALMON  and  SEA  TROUT  FISHING  from  April  1  on  to  end  of  season.  Very 
good  SEA  PISHING.  Handsome  newly  fnrnished  Drawing  and  Smoking  Booms. 
Hot  and  Cold  and  Salt  water  Baths.  Posting.  Boats  on  all  lochs.  Daily  Mails,  and 
Telegraph  OflEce  at  hand.    Excellent  Golf  Course  within  a  short  drive  from  Hotel 

Mrs.  MARGARET  MACCALLUM,  Lessee  Gate  of  Portree  Hotel,  Skye). 


DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL, 

KX3\rx<ocx3c-x«.^3Nr]Nroox3:. 

UNDER    NEW  MANAGEMENT. 

PARTIES  BOARDED  BY  WEEK  OR  MONTH.    POSTING  IN  ALL  ITS  BRANCHES 

Pishing  in  Loch  Rannoch  and  River  Tummel. 

Telegraphic  Address— MaCMILLAN,  KIN LOCH-RANNOCH. 


SWAN  HOTEL,  TENBURY,  WORCESTERSHIRE. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


Excellent  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  PISHING  on  Preserved  Water  (two 

miles)  for  visitors  staying  in  the  above  Hotel. 
One  year,  £2  10s.   one  month,  £1 ;  one  week,  IDs, ;  one  day,  2s.  6d, 


NORFOLK  RIVERS   AND  BROADS 

Visitors  to  thes*  waters  shonlil  purokas*  their  FISHING  TACKLE  of 

A.  J.  RUDD,  54,  London  Street,  Norwich, 

Winner  of  First  Prize,  Yachting  and  Fishing  ExhiWtio»,  Norwich,  1894,  for  the 
best  ooUeotion  of  Tackle  for  Norfolk  waters.  Author  of  "  Fishing  In  Norfolk 
Waters." 


TONGUE  HOTEL.  Sutherland,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  MACINNES,  Proprietor. 

PLEASANTLY  Bltnated  on  the  North  Ooast 
of  Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  beat  districts 
of  that  famous  Flstilng  connty,  and  surrounded 
by  some  of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  HlgMands. 
Splendid  brown  trout  and  sea  trout  flahing  within 
easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all  the  lochs 
and  Kyle.  Drawing  room  and  sitting  rooms. 
Solf  course.  Special  tprms  for  May,  June,  and 
September.   Good  health  resort. 


SALMON  AND  TRODT  FISHING. 
TAYNUILT  HOTEL, 

ARGTLLSHIEE,  N.B. 

SPLENDID  SALMON,  GBILSE,  and  THOCT 
FISHING  on  the  famous  Biver  Awe  FREE 
to  Visitors.  Good  Trout  Fishing  on  Five  MUes 
of  the  Blver  Nant  can  be  had  on  payment  of  a 
small  fee.  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Ettve,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Hill  Lochs  free. 

D.  MAODONALD,  Proprietor. 


(LOCH  T&T) 

SLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

BBATTTIFULLY  SITUATED  on  the  banka  of  the 
River  Doohftirt,  eurrounded  by  wild,  plotureHque, 
and  romantic  scenery  ;  bIi  miles  from  the  bead 
of  Loch  Tay,  and  one  mile  from  Lulb  Station  on  the 
OallAnder  and  Oban  Railway.  Five  miles  of  (rood 
BftlmoQ  and  Trout  flahlnK  on  the  River  Dochart ;  Looh 
Dochart  and  Loch  Nubbatr  free  to  visltora  staying  at 
the  Hotel.  Boats  free.  Kvery  Home  Comfort,  com- 
bined with  moderate  charfres.  Parties  Boarded.  Qolf 
OonrBe.  Posting  In  all  branches.  PoHt  and  Telearaph, 
'.uib  HUtlon      mJNALD  MnNAUOHTON.  PmprlHtor. 


NCHNADAMPH  HOTEL, 

iSSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE,  N.B. 

Free  Pishing  on  Looh  and  River. 

W.  WALLACE  riate  of  RtUoonlch  Hotel )  has  leased 
the  above.  The  hotel  has  been  refunilBbed  in  the 
nioHt  modem  8tyle,  and,  with  strict  pornonal  attention, 
will  be  fdund  unrivalled  for  cuisine,  olnrinlinesfl. 
and  coinfort.  Nf^w  Haiiltary  arrani^emnntB.  The  hotel 
iM  bfiautlfuUy  Hlliiaujd  at  the  head  of  Looh  Asnynt. 
which  aViOiiiidH  In  Halnion,  Halmo  ferox,  and  Trout. 
Loch  Awnynt  \n  nine  miles  lonif  and  one  broa<l,  and  In 
th«  l>«Bt  FlHhlnir  Loch  In  the  Nort-h.  Loch  Awn,  dlntant 
four  mllf'N,  ('xcflUent  for  trout  and  salmon.  OUlaroo 
Loob  Is  iinar,  wtmrn  a  pncullar  speoles  of  trout  is  to  be 
found  in  aban<lan<!a.  There  ar«  also  a  number  of  other 
loohs  and  strfliirns  oeuvnnlent  to  hotel.  Boats  and 
ezportenoed  t[U\\m\  flshlnK  taoktej  posting.  Route- 
Train  to  Lairff,  mall  cov^h  to  Inchnadamph.  or  oarrlaffe 
oan  be  In  waltlQft  if  the  proprietor  be  prerlously  com- 
Munlo«t«d  with. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


DnmMesshire  Annaii. 

NEW  CENTRAL  HOTEL. 

NOW  OPEN. 

■piRST  -  CLASS  accommodation  for 
tourists,  sportsmen,  and  private 
families.  Angling  (Salmon  and  Tront), 
Otter  Hunting,  Cricket,  Golf,  Tennis, 
Fox  Hunting,  i&c.  In  connection  with 
the  Central  Hotel,  Edinburgh. 

GEORGE  MITCHELL  BBOWN, 

Proprietor. 


BUNRANNOGH  HOTEL, 

EINLOCH  KANNOCH. 

UNDER  NEW  MANAGEMENT. 

This  old-established  hotel  is  now  under 
the  management  of 
CHARLES  MACRAE. 
Visitors  will  find  every  comfort  and  atten- 
tion combined  with  a  moderate  tariff. 

FISHING  FREE 

On  Loch  Bsnnoob  and  River  Tummel. 


FISHING.  GOLF. 

Under  the  Distinguished  Patronage  of  the 
Crown  Prince  of  Siam,  ^c,  and  the 
NobiWy  cmtJ  Qentry. 

UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburerh,  Aberdeenshire. 

YTHAN,  reckoned  one  af  the  best  sen,  trout 
rlvorn  In  Scotland,  Sve  minutes'  walk  from 
hotel,  flHhod  from  bank  and  boat ;  exporiencpd 
(^llIleH  ;  tariff  moderate  ;  Hne  ^olf  course  In  close 
proximity  ;  t^omX  cycling  rciiids  ;  accommodation 
llmUod ;  communicate  early.   Particulars  from 

J.  BITOHZE,  Proprietor. 

Telegrams:  " Ritchie, Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. " 


BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

A  NGLERS  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
^  centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT 
LOCHS,  excellent  SEA  TROUT  FISH- 
ING in  estuary  of  the  famous  river  Naver, 
and  good  SEA  FISHING.  Boats  on  all 
lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing. 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.    Apply — 

BETTYHILL  HOTEL,  by  THURSO,  N.B. 


Free  Fishing  on  Longhs  Corrib  and  Mask. 

gALMON,  Trout,  Pike,  Perox,  and  large 
^  Gillaroo.  Magnificent  lakt  scenery, 
unsurpassed  in  any  part  of  Ireland. 

CARLISLE  ARMS,  Cong,  Conn«mara. 

J.  B.  O'DONOHOE.  Proprietor. 

Nearest  station,  Ballinrobe  (5  miles),  or  daily 
steamer  from  Qalway  lands  passengers  within  one 
mile  of  Hotel.  Full  particulars  upon  application. 

ROSSES  WHITE  AND  BROWN  TROUT 
FISHERY. 

Salmon  Fishing  —  Crolly  River  and 
Longhannre,  1900. 

HAVING  obtained  a  lease  of  the  above  excel- 
lent SALMON  FISHERY,  and  the  sole 
rights  of  Ashing,  anglers  visiting  the  Rosses 
Fishery  for  the  white  and  brown  trout  Ashing 
can  now  flsh  the  OroUy  and  Longhanure.  The 
lessee,  Mr.  John  Herdman,  D.L.,  will  not  net 
the  salmon  at  the  OroUy  River  as  heretofore, 
where  large  quantities  of  salmon  have  been 
taken,  but  will  allow  all  the  Ash  to  run  up  the 
river  and  into  Loughanure,  and  the  waters  are 
now  thoroughly  preserved.  Taken  in  conjunction 
with  the  splendid  white  and  brown  trout  Ashlig 
of  the  Bosses  lakes  and  rivers,  anglers  have  now 
the  opportunity  of  Ashiog  one  of  the  best,  if  not 
the  best,  Ashery  to  be  obtained  in  Ireland. 
Longhannre  Lake  is  three  miles  in  length,  and 
three  miles  from  Dungloe,  with  Orolly  rtver, 
also  about  three  miles  in  length,  where  excellent 
river  Ashing  can  be  had,  as  well  as  on  the 
Owenator  river,  rimning  into  the  lake.  There 
are  about  twenty  boats  in  connection  with  the 
two  fisheries,  and  there  are  over  100  lakes  In  the 
Bosses  Fishery  alone.  In  some  of  them  sea 
trout  have  been  taken  scaling  between  61b.  and 
71b.  In  the  numerous  brown  trout  lakes  Ash 
have  been  caught  weighing  4ib.  and  over.  The 
best  white  trout  lakes  are  within  easy  reach 
(from  one  to  two  miles)  of  the  three  hotels  In 
Dungloe,  where  Arst-class  accommodation  can 
be  had  on  very  reasonable  terms.  Dungloe  is 
situated  in  the  Highlands  of  Donegal,  and  Is  ten 
miles  from  Fintown  Railway  Station  (Donegal 
Railway  Company)  Travellers  can  leave  London 
at  8.30  p.m..  and  reach  Dungloe  at  three  o'clock 
next  day.  There  is  a  mall  and  day  car  running 
to  and  from  Fintown  Bailway  Station.  Qood  sea 
Ashing,  rock  pigeon  and  seal  shooting  can  be  had. 
There  Is  a  telegraph  ofllce  and  bank,  post-offlce, 
Ac,  in  the  town  of  Dungloe.  The  Ashing  terms 
are  as  follow:  Bosses  Fishery,  April  1  to 
June  30,  2s.  6d.  per  day,  13s.  6d.  weekly,  £1  lOa. 
monthly ;  and  from  July  1  to  Oct.  31,  Ss.  6d,  per 
day,  16s.  weekly,  and  £2  monthly.  OroUy  Biver 
and  Loughanure — March  1  to  Oct.  31,  Ss.  Od.  per 
day,  £1  per  week,  and  £2  lOs.  per  month.  In 
addition,  Ss.  6d.  per  day  for  man  and  boat  holding 
two  anglers.  The  best  Ashing  months  for  sea 
trout  sre  July,  August,  September,  and  October. 
All  Information  oan  be  hacf  from 

8.  KA:VL0N,  O.F.8., 
Manager  and  Salmon  Licence  Distributor. 


BEST  FISHING  STATION  in 
NOBTH  of  IBELAND. 

gALMON,  Trout,  Perch,  and  Pike  on 
Loughs  Neagh  and  Beg,  Rivers  Bann 
and  Mayold.  Every  accommodation  for 
anglers,  with  all  liberties  granted  from 
hotel. 

O'lSTKILI.,  ARMS  HOTKI., 
(Toomebridge,  co.  Aatrim). 
Thirty  miles  from  Belfast,  on  B.  &  N.C.R. 

P.  GRANT,  Proprietor. 


LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CULLIN. 

FREE  SALMON,  OHAB,  TRODT,  and  PIKI 
FISHINQ.— Subscriber  begs  to  Intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  his  HOTEL  Is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
Is  situated  In  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  olose  to 
the  Police  Barracks;  most  charming  loenery, 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Longh 
Onllin;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Longh  Conn,  celebrated  for  Its  salmon 
and  trout  Ashing.  New  bath-rooms,  and  sanitary 
arrangomonts  on  most  modern  system.  Terms- 
board  and  lodging,  with  men  and  boats,  £S  lOs. 
)er  week.  Subscriber  bogs  to  annonnos  that  he 
las  now  secured  the  Bight  of  2000  Acres  of  good 
Shooting  convenient  to  Hotel. — For  farther  par- 
tlcnlari  apply  to  the  Proprietor,  P.  Hialt,  The 
Ancler'i  Hotel,  Pontoon,  rozford,  oo.  Mayo, 
Ireland. 

P.S. — Subscriber  begs  to  Inform  his  many 
friends  that  he  has  considerably  enlarged  bis 
premises. 
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AiyrOLEFLS'  HOTELS,  FISmrJG-    C^XJAFLTEFLS,  Ac. 

ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL. 

SLAPTON,  S.  DEVON. 


LOUGH    DERG  HOTEL, 
DROMINEER,  NENAQH. 

FIBST-CLASS  TROUT  and  PIKE  FISHING 
FBEE.  Green  Drake  BoaBon  commences 
about  May  15.  Hotel  beautifally  sltaated  on 
banks  of  Lough  Derg.  Telegraph  office  on  spot. 
First-class  cooking  and  attendance.  Moderate 
terms. 

Apply  to  Q.  BURGESS. 


SHANNON  &  LOUGH  DERG, 


M 


KILLALOE,  IBELAITD. 

OST  reliable  information  sa  to  Salmon, 

Grilse  and  Trout  flshlngr  in  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river,  and  lake,  at  thla  station ;  aUo  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  in  private  cottage  close  to 
river  E.xpense3,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland,  on  appUcatlon  to  S.  J.  HCRLET,  KUlaloe, 
CO  Clare.  Ireland,  N.B.— The  Oreen  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  In  May.  when  the  hit 
tront  are  about  tn  thoujiftTi'lx. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon,  Sea,  and  Brown  Trout. 

GENTLEMEN  desiring  fair  sport,  combined 
with  comfortable  and  convenient  quarters, 
on  the  very  bank  of  the  Gweedore  River  and 
within  one  mile  of  Loughanure,  famous  for  the 
best  fishing  in  the  Donegal  Highlands;  very 
moderate  terms.— Apply  P.  Gallaohbb,  Ciolly 
Bridge,  Gweedore. 

Telegrams— Hotel  Crolly,  Gweedore. 

MERCERS'  HOTEL, 

KILREA,  Co.  DERRY. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

MODERN  House,  refurnished  and  decorated. 
Appointments,  accommodati«D,  cuisine 
unexcelled.  Baths  ;  Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Booms. 
Tehicles ;  boats.  New  Fish  Hatchery  in  opera- 
tion.  Anglers'  board  Ss.  per  day. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Gloghans,  Balllna,  Mayo. 

FBEE  SALMON,  Tront,  Pike,  and  Ohar 
FISHING  on  four  Loughs— Conn,  Onllen, 
Derrymannln,  and  Lough  Aliek.  Board  and 
lodgings,  with  boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week; 
and  two  gentlemen  fishing  from  the  one  boat, 
£3  fis.  each  per  week ;  that  Includes  boatmen's 
loncheon.  No  charge  on  Sundays  for  boat  or 
men. — Apply  to  the  proprietor,  T.  Clabkb. 


The  Rosses  Fishery,  Dnngloe  Co.  Donegal. 

BOYLE'S  HOTEL.  ExeellentWhite  and  Brown 
Trout ;  also  one  of  the  best  Salmon  rivers 
in  Ireland,  the  famous  Crolly  and  Loughanure, 
which  is  now  part  of  the  Bosses  Fishery,  thanks 
to  the  generosity  of  John  Heraman,  Esq.  Boyle's 
Hotel  has  been  fitted  up  with  all  modern  designs, 
and  commands  a  flie  view  of  Dungloe  Bay.  There 
is  over  102  loughs,  good  boats  and  men,  as  well 
as  the  above-named  Salmon  river.  Charges 
moderate.  Boyle's  Hotel  is  situated  in  the  real 
Highlands  of  Donegal. 

OONNEMARA. 


60,000 

and  Trout. 

Apply  Proprietor,  Mount  Gable  Hotel, 
Clonbnr,  co.  Galway.  Ireland. 


beat  FLY  FISH- 
Ireland  Salmon 
All  free  to  visitors. 


LOTTGH  CONN  HOTEL, 

CBOSSMOLINA,  BALLINA. 

FIBST-CLASS.  SALMON  and  TBOUT  FISH- 
ING Free :  superior  accommodation ;  bath 
rooms,  hot  and  cold ;  suites  of  apartments. 
Golf  Links,  Tennis,  and  Croquet  Courts  on  Hotel 
grounds.  Moderate  tariff;  special  terms  to 
family  parties. — Apply  Proprietor. 

Free  and  Reserved 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING, 

RIVER  MOY  and  LOUGH  CONN, 

For  Anglers  staying  at 

Imperial  Hotel,  Ballfna, 

oa 

GORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  CONK. 

For  particulars  apply  to  the  Manager. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TYCEOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W,  Main  Line). 

HOTEL  coDvenlent  for  sport,  surrounded  by 
the  Golf  Links,  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent 
batklng.  CapiUl  TVout  Fishing  in  adjoining 
Lake  and  Elver  CrygiU.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake, 
Bodorgan;  all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months. 
Trap  from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all 
Included  In  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on 
raqMtt.  T.  J.  COTTBELL,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY,  N.  WALES. 

Trout  Pishing  is  now  at  its  best,  and  big  baskets 
are  being  made. 

ROOMS  AND  BOATS  CAN  BE  ENGAGED  BY  WIRE. 
Splendid  Grouse  Moors  &  Rough  Shootings 

to  let. 


Station :  LLANFYLLIH.    Post  and  Telegraph :  HOTEL,  LAKE  YYRHWY. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTEL,  LLANOYSSIL,  S.  WALES. 

"'^^SITOES  to  the  Forth  have  four  miles  preserved  Salmon  and  Trout  water  in  the 
Teifi,  two  and  a  half  miles  of  which  are  reserved  for  them.    Largest  catch  last 


year  six  salmon  in  two  days,  Oct.  12-13. 
fishing  within  easy  walking  distance. 
Newquay  on  Cardigan  Bay.    On  G.W.R. 


There  are  also  about  ten  miles  of  brook 
Charming  drives.  Fourteen  miles  from 
Posting  and  Billiards. 

A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 
Eggesford,  N.  Devon. 

(Four  and  three-quarter  hows  from  London.) 

TWENTY  MILES  of  exceUent  FISHINS,Free 
to  Hotel  Guests  only,  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little 
Dart.  Bivers  recently  re-stocked.  Moderate  In- 
clusive  tariff  on  application. 

B.  P.  MAESHALL,  Proprietor. 
Season  commences  March  1, 


PLOUGH  HOTEL, 

Longparish,  sear  Whitehnrch,  Hants., 

THIS  Hotel,  which  affords  such  excellent 
accommodation  to  those  fishing  the  Biver 
Test,  is  under  new  management,  and  is  situated 
in  one  of  the  prettiest  villages  in  the  coimty,  close 
to  church,  railway,  post  and  telegraph  office, 
and  has  been  newly  furnished  throughout.  Excel- 
lent cuisine.      H.  J.  SCHBODEB,  Proprietor. 

(Late  Chief  Steward  of  Orient  Line.) 


BULL  HOTEL, 

Downton,  Wilts. 

■pOUE  MILES  excellent  Pike,  Eoach, 
and  Dace  FISHING,  and  some  Trout, 
4i  the  River  Avon,  free  to  visitors  ;  non- 
residents, 28.  6d.  per  day.  Good  acoom- 
modation  at  moderate  charges  ;  pleasant 
country,  one  mile  from  station,  near  New 
Forest. — W.  Holman,  Proprietor. 


IS  THE 

Best  Salmon  &  Trout  River 
in  Wales, 

and  the  best  place  to  stay  at  for  the 
Fishing'  is  the 

LION  HOTEL,  MACHYNLLETH. 

Excellent  cuisine.     Every  convenience. 

M.  L.  Knioht,  Proprietress  (late  of 
Royal  Goat  Hotel,  Beddgelert). 


GRANT'S  HOUSE  HOTEL, 

Grant's  House,  Berwickshire. 

T7XCELLENTLY  situated  for  Fishing 
^  the  Rivers  WHITADDER,  DYE, 
and  EYE,  on  which  the  finest  Trout 
Fishing  in  the  South  of  Scotland  is  to 
be  had.  Visitors  will  find  every  comfort 
and  attention,  with  a  moderate  tariff. 
Particulars  on  application. 

Wm.  Hay,  Proprietor. 


ROCK  HOUSE  HOTEL, 

Llandrlndod  Wells. 

FtJLLT  LlOBNSBD. 

{Ninety  minutes  from  8HREW8BUBT.) 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING  FREE 

FOB  HOTEL  VISITOBS. 
Electric  Light  by  own  Installation. 

MODBBATB  TABIFP. 


The  CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON  STATION  (G.W.R.). 

(Five  hours  from  London  ) 


FIVE  MILES  of  PRIVATE  TROUT 
FISHING  in  rivers  Exe  and  Barle  reserved 
FBEB  TO  VI8IT0B8  Staying  at  the  Carnarvon 
A.rmB  Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country,  on  the  borders  of  Exmoor. 

O.  W.  Nbldke,  Proprietor. 


Cheapest  and  Best  Fishing  in  Great  Britain. 
Bassenthisaite  Lake,  Gomberland. 

SWAN  HOTEL, 

(Four  MUee  from  Keswick. ) 

The  above  Lake  abounds  with  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
Perch,  Eels,  &c.  Daily  periDltB,  Is.;  weekly,  23.  6d.  ; 
monthly,  53. ;  season,  10s.  These  permits  include 
fishing  in  all  the  streams  in  the  neighbourhood,  also 
Derwentwater  Lake,  three  miles  distant.  The  Hotel 
has  been  rebuilt  and  entirely  refurnl  hed,  and  is  six 
minutes'  walk  from  the  Lake.  Nearest  station,  Braith- 
walte.   Traps  meet  trains  by  appointment. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINOSBRIDGE,   S.  DEVON. 

BOABDEBS,  Including  bed  and  attendance. 
8b.  6d.  per  day.  WEEK-DAY  FISHING 
(or  Pike,  Perch,  antl  Bndd,  inclndlng  boats  and 
bait,  Free  to  Visitors.  Flye  coaches  leaye  the 
hotel  daUy. 

W-  VICKEEY.  Proorietor 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING, 

THREE  MILES, 

HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS., 

nrenrcst  Stntlon.  St.  Ives. 

Comfortable  Quarters.     Every  Requisite. 
Reasonable  Charges.    Wire  or  Write — 
A.  SCAED. 


LION  HOTEL, 

Farningrham,  Kent. 

D^XCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING, 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  ;  re-stocked 
last  season ;  seventeen  miles  from 
London ;  on  river  Darenth ;  FREE  to 
residential  visitors  ;  non-residents,  7s.  6d. 
per  day.  A  few  Season  Tickets,  at  five 
goineas  per  rod,  left  for  disposal. 

W.  E.  LOTEQROVE,  FrtprieUr. 


THK  above  IIot<^l  iJi  urid*;r  M&riagem«nt. 
Good  accommodation  for  vUtiUjrn  at  nooderate 
cii&rgm.  FlMhlriff  on  thh  t&uioaM  Ley  obtainable 
for  TlfiltorN  stayinir  at  the  abovA  only.  Fadnff  tha  ae* 
and  the  Ley,  the  latter  c^.>ntalnln9  3fX)  acre*,  well 
stocked  with  pike,  perch,  rudd,  and  eeU  of  gnAt  aJxa. 
Efflcibnt  boatmen  and  boate  ;  all  bait  found.  Aiao  (Toed 
sea  Oiihlnff.  Fliihlng  from  the  banlca  of  the  Ley  durlnir 
winter.  Conveyanoee  to  me^t  tratnx  at  Dartmonth, 
-even  mllw. 


TROUT  FISHING 

NEAR  SAXISBURY. 

XpXCELLENT  PLY  FISHING,  and 
good  accommodation,  on  reach  of 
Eiver  Nadder,  may  be  obtained  on  appli- 
cation to  the  Proprietor,  Penraddocke 
Arms  Hotel,  Dinton,  near  Salisbury. 

NORWAY. 

T^ISHING  in  HARDANGEE  at  VIK-I- 
^  EIDFJORD.  Good  tront  and 
salmon  fishing  in  fjord,  river,  and  lake. 
Board  and  lodging,  6a.  a  day,  in  HOTEL 
VORINGFOS.    Fishing  free  to  visitors. 

P.  Naeshein,  Proprietor. 


HOTEL  DE  LA  GROTTE, 

REMOUCHAMPS. 

NEAB  Liege  and  Spa,  in  the  romantic  district 
of  the  Belgian  Ardennes.  Salmon,  trout, 
and  coarse  fishing,  extending  over  many  miles, 
free  to  visitors;  licence  only  2  frs.  per  anntmi; 
pension,  five  francs  per  day;  famous  extensive 
grotto  at  rear  of  hotel;  good  bathing;  livery 
stable ;  charming  drives. 
L.  LAGASSE  LEDtrC,  Proprietor. 


Trout  Fishing  at 
Bad  Boll, 

IN  THE 

BLACK  FOREST. 

T?ORTY  MILES  of  first-olass  TROUT 
FISHING  in  the  Wutach  :  ten  miles 
free  for  visitors  staying  at  HOTEL 
BAD  BOXjXj,  most  charmingly  situated 
in  the  Forest. — For  particulars  apply  to 

P.  BOGNER, 

Hotel  Bad  Boll, 
Bei  Bonndorf,  Baden. 


Anglers  ■wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN.  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVBRTISE  IK 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
■•  Wanted"  advts.,  2-3  words  tor  1b-.  prepaid. 
Address :  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADVESTIJE  IX 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JODRNAL. 

Charges  rert/  moderate. 
Address :  King  Street,  Alfreton. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  k  Izaak  Walton  Country, 

SHOULD  iDVEHIISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  adrts.,  18  words,       :  SO  teords.  If,. prepaid. 
Address :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &c., 

SHOULD  ADVEBIISE  IM 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE, 

Address :  p,  (Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 
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J.  PEEK  d  SON, 

WHOLESALE,   RETAIL,  AND  EXPORT   PISHING  ROD 
AND   TACKLE  MANUPACTURERS, 

40,  CRAY'S  INN  ROAD, 

OlOBB  to  HOLBORH,  lOmOOK,  W.C. 

WHITE  CANE  ROACH  RODS,  two  tops,  bronzed  ferrules,  bronzed  caps, 
lower  joints  brazed  inside,  fancy  whipped  ;  pack  into  two ;  20ft.,  ligrht  and 
stiff.  80'-. 

BAMBOO  ROACH  AND  BREAM  RODS,  two  tops:  20ft.,  10/6,  12/6;  I8ft., 

8'6  :  15ft.,  6/-. 
LEGER  RODS,  5  6,  7/6;  double  brazed,  10/6. 

BEST  GUT  CASTS,  3  yards,  stout,  medium,  fine  drawn  xf,  2x,  3x,  4x,  6d.  each. 
Very  good  GUT  CASTS,  3  yards,  4d.  each. 

Best  GUT  HOOKS,  any  shape,  on  fine  drawn,  medium,  or  stout  gut,  6d.  dozen. 

NOTTINGHAM  WOOD  REELS,  brass  backs  and  brass  bushed;  3in.,  1/2; 
3^in.,  1/4;  4in.,  1/9. 

O  ATAJLiO&UE  S  GRATIS. 


Tel.  Address,  "  Fishing,  Liverpool." 


Telephone,  5611- 


5,  CHURCH  PLACE, 

PICCADILLY,  #X 


s.w. 


One  of  the  finest  Selections  of 
SALMON,  TROUT,  LOCH, 

GRILSE,  &  SEA 
'''ROUT  FLIES 

In  London. 


A 

large  and 
complete 
Stock  of 

RODS, 
REELS,  LINES, 
TACKLE,  &c., 

suitable  for 
NORWAY,  SCOrrXjANO,  and 


WRITE  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE,  POST  FREE. 


HENRY  WHITTY 

15,  BASNEn  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 

2-  Joint  Special  Trout  Rods,  15s.  to  35s.  , 

3-  Joint      „  „     7s.  6d.  to  40s.  ( JMLade  in 
Split  Cane  Rods,  10s.  6d.  to  £8.  /  my  own 
Sea  Trout,  Grilse,  and  Salmon  Rods.  tiq«+q„_ 
Cane  Spinning  and  Dapping  Rods.     '  **'^''"^y* 


SEELS,  LINES,  FLIES,  AND  TACKLE  IN  GREAT  VARIETY,  BEST  QUALITT, 
AND  REASONABLE  IN  PRICE. 

Repairs  to  Rods  promptly  and  carefully  done. 
PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 


BURGESS'S    FISH  FOODS 

In  fouj?  grades,  for  fish  of  all  sizes. 

WRITE   FOR  SAMPLES. 

Wm.   BURGESS   &  CO.,  Malvern  Wells. 


FISHERY  NETS. 

Trammel  Nets,  Flue  Nets,  Drag  Nets,  Casting 
Nets,  and  all  kinds  of  Netting. 

WRITE   JFOR    PRICE  LIST. 

Wm.  BURGESS  and  CO.,  Malvern  Wells. 


LAMBERT  I  BUTLER'S 

"WaverieyMixtare" 


COARSE  CUT. 


In  loz.  and  2oz.  Packets  and  4oz.  Tins. 


CASTLECONNELL  RODS 

FOR 

WORK  and  DURABILITY. 


ENRIGHT  V.  The  WORLD. 

Greenheart  v.  All  other  Wood. 


CHEAPEST  HAND-MADE  RODS 
IN  THE  MARKET. 


The  Rods  with  which  the  World's  Cham- 
pionships for  Fly  Casting  were  won. 


Sole  Makers: 


JOHN  ENRIGHT  &  SON, 

CASTLECONNELL,  IRELAND. 


The  ITCHEN  RIVER 

TROUT  BREEDING  ESTABLISHMENT 

Supplies  all  Varieties  of  TROUT  for  STOCKING 
Rivers,  Lakes,  and  Ponds. 

EYED  OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  1-2  and  3  YEAR  OLDS. 


N.B. — These  fish  are  bred  from  ova  taken  from  wild  trout,  and  are 
raised  in  fenced  off  runs  of  this  river,  thus  they  are  fully  supplied  with 
natural  food  brought  down  by  the  stream,  and  therefore,  when  turned  out 
into  new  waters,  are  far  better  suited  to  find  their  own  food  than  the  general 
run  of  (hand  fed)  artificially  raised  trout. 

Address-V.  CORRIE,  Esq.,  CHILLIIND,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


NO  MORE  BULKY  PISHING  BOOKS. 

PALEY'S  TACKLE  AND  FLY  POUCH. 

No.  1 . — Length  K  inches,  Width  4  inches. 
No.  2.—    „     (!     „        „     5  „ 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Oasts, 
Flies,  and  Hooks,  and,  thonKh  holding  a  large 
quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little  room  in 
the  pocket,  and,  having  turned  down  leather 
(lapB,  always  keeps  closed.  It  has  solid  leather 
backs  and  waterproof  vegotabU  leaves. 

Price— No.  1  s1zo,1b.  6d.  No.  2, largeslze. 
Ss.  Od.,  post  free,  from  all  Fishing  Tookle 
Dealers,  or 

WILLIAM  BIRZET, 

LORD  ST.,  PRESTON. 

WHOIjHSALB  A8BNT8; 

B.  AIiXiOOOK  ft  CO.,  BEDOITOH 


CLOTH  EINDINQ  CASES  FOE  THE  "  FISHINa  GAZETTE  " 

CAN  BH  HAD  AT  TB 

PUBLISHING    OFFICE,    BREAM'S    BUILDINGS,  E.G. 

Price  a«.  6il.        Pott  Free  »».  od. 
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EATON  &  DELLER 

Oroolteci  XjStzxe,  X^oxxdozx  Bridge,  ES.O.,  «fe  1,  Bixry  St.,  St.  JT EtZTtes',  S."W., 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANK  RODS 

(witli  or  witliout  lockfast  fittings)  at 

^S/-   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  ^Z^^/- 


DO  NOT  FISH 


IN  COTTON-LINED 
TWEEDS. 


PURE  WOOL  TAILORS, 

42,  Conduit  Street, 
New  Bond  Street,  W. 

SEND  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  SPORTING  CATALOGUE. 

Telegrams— "  HiGHMOST,  London." 
The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  ts  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  Pages  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures, 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id; 

THE  IVESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of 
the  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  F.C.G."  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to 
friends  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  BookstallB,  or  from 

The  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  Office.  TUDOR  ST.,  E.G. 


NOW  READY.- JUNE,  1900,  NUMBER  of 

SCRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

THE  FINEST  ILLUSTRATED  MAGAZIII/E  OF  THE  DAY. 
Price  One  Shilling. 


CONTENTS  : 

•  HOW    A  PBESIDENT 


IS 


DRAWING    (to  accompany 

ELECTED  ")  by  W.  Glackens  

HOW  A  PRESIDENT  IS  ELECTED   

Illustrations  by  W.  Glackens,  Henry  McOarter,  George  Gibbs, 
Howard  Giles.  C.  W.  Hawthorne,  F.  B.  Qruger.E.  W.  Blaisdell, 
and  H.  W.  Ditzler. 

"  COPY   

A  DIALOGUE. 

THE  UNFINISHED  PORTRAIT   

A  Quatrain. 

DOWN  THE  KENTUCKY  ON  A  RAFT  

WITH  BULLER'S  COLUMN  

THE  BATTLE  OF  PIETEB'S  HILL  Illnstrations  drawn 
from  the  author's  photographs. 

WITH  THE  BOER  ARMY   

THEIE  METHODS  OF  ATTACK  AND  DEFENCE. 

THE  STORY  OF  A  TIN  SOLDIER   

OLIVER  CROMWELL   

VI.  PEESONAL  BtlLE.  (Concluded.)  Illustrated  with 
original  drawings  by  F.  C.  Tohn  and  E.  C.  Peixotto,  and  with 
portraits. 

TRAIN  FOURTEEN   

A  Bailroad  Story.   Illustrations  by  B.  West  Cllnedinst. 

TOMMY  AND  GRIZEL   

CHAPTEES  XVIII.-XX.  (To  be  continued.)  Full-page 
illustration  by  Bernard  Partridge. 

THE  PAINTINGS  OF  JOHN  MCLURE  HAMILTON  ... 

Illustrations  from  the  paintings  of  Mr.  Hamilton. 

TO  ART  

A  Sonnet. 

ARE  THE  PHILIPPINES  WORTH  HAVING  ?   

Illustrations  from  photographs  by  E.  C.  Bost. 

WHAT  IS  HISTORIC  ATMOSPHERE?  ... 


FrotUUpiece. 

A.  Macrice  Low. 


Edhh  Wharton. 


Edith  il.  Thomas. 


John  Fox,  Jun. 
EicHARD  Harding  Davis. 


Thomas  F.  Millard. 


Boy  Eolfk  Gilsom. 
Theodore  Boosetelt. 


Louis  C.  Senoer. 


J.  M.  Barble, 


Harrison  S.  Morris. 


LlZETTE  WOODWORTH  BBE.SE 


...  Georqb  F.  Becker 
(United  States  Geologist.) 

  Charles  Major 

(Author  of^'  When  Knighthood  teat  in  Flower.") 
  William  J.  Loxa. 


THE  WOODLAND  SPRING   

A  Poem. 

THE  POINT  OF  VIEW. 

AMEEICAN    types    IN   EUROPEAN    FICTION  —  MEN 
AND  GOVERNMENTS. 

THE  FIELD  OF  ART. 

ON   COLOUEINQ    STATUARY   AND  AECHITECTUBE. 
(John  La  Farge.) 

ORDER  THROUGH   ANY  BOOKSELLER. 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


OGDEN  AND  SGOTFORDp 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  GHELTENHAMp 

Have  a  large  and  well-selected  stock  of  Norwegian  Flies. 
Anglers  intending  visiting  the  Coast  would  do  well  to 
inspect  their  stock  before  purchasing  elsewhere. 
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THE  "HARDY"  RODS! 

 — ^^^^  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦  f  -  —  ,. 

BADEN  POWELL  says: 

I  have  given  away  three  out  of  my  four  other  trout  rods,  keeping  one  only  as  a  stand  by,  for  1  now 
care  to  use  no  other  than  your  little  cane  wonder. 

I  have  used  it  hard  this  past  season  on  all  kinds  of  trout,  including  sea  trout,  and  say  it  is  perfect 
in  action,  balance,  and  power. 

The  screw  joint  1  swear  hy  and  not  at',  and  the  winch  and  its  fitting  are  simple,  yet  effective.  The  cork 
handle  is  the  best  I  have  ever  had  hold  of,  especially  when  fishing  in  wet  weather  or  cold  winds. 

Judging  from  the  killing  powers  of  this  little  10ft.  rod  on  heavy  fighting  trout,  I  think  it  the  most  effective 
rod  1  have  yet  handled;  it  has  not  even  yet  cracked  its  varnish,  though  it  has  seen  hard  work  in  plenty. 


THE  FIELD  says :  "  It  is  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  we  owe  the  supremacy  we 
have  achieved  as  Rod  Makers.  .  .  .  They  have  left  all  others  hopelessly  behind." 


HARDY'S   AT  PARIS  EXHIBITION. 


LARGE  ILLDSTRATED  CATALOGDE  FREE ! 

HARDY  BRi.  ALNWICK 

London  Branch :  61,  PALL  HALL ; 

MNCIIESTEI BRIHCH:  i!  t>  it,  ma  mm :  EDIIIBIIIKH IIUIICH : «,  Mfl  ST.  DAIID  STRIET. 


JuNB  28,  1900] 
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C.  FARLOW  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

X91,  STRANTD,  ILiOlNTDON,  W.C., 

TEMPLE  STATION  (DISTEICT  RAILWAY)  WITHIN  2  MINUTES'  WALK, 

Manufacturers  of  First  Class  Rods  and  Tackle. 


FARLOW'S  "PERFECT"  LIGHT  SALMON  OR  GRILSE  RODS 

In  Greenheart  for  Ladies  or  Gentlemen  who  cannot  use 
heavy  rods.  Made  in  two  lengths,  14ft.  and  15ft.,  fitted  with 
all  the  latest  improvements,  cork  handle,  snake  rings,  and  straight 
ferrules.  We  are  now  able  to  produce  these  rods  much  lighter 
than  formerly.  In  balance  and  action  the  rods  are  constructed  on 
the  most  improved  principles ;  they  have  been  thoroughly  tested, 
and  found  to  be  quite  powerful  enough  for  most  salmon  rivers. 

The  14ft.  Rod  weighs  about  24  ounces,  price  £2  15  O,  with  two  Tops. 
The  15ft.  Rod  weighs  about  28  ounces,  price  £3   5  O,  with  two  Tops. 


FARLOW'S  PATENT  LEVER  SALMON  WINCHES, 

Of  Alloyed  Aluminium,  can  be  regulated  to  any  stiffness  at  will. 
The  alloy  used  in  these  reels  so  hardens  the  aluminium  that  they 
will  stand  hard  work  quite  as  well  as  brass,  and,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  weights,  they  are  very  much  lighter. 

Sizes  kept  in  stock  -  -  -  -  3i  3f  4  4i  4i  inches. 
Weight  (about)     -----    9      lOi    12     13      14i  ounces. 

FARLOW'S  "PERFECT " 

CORK  HANDLE  GREENHEART  TROUT  ROD. 

lYIade  in  three  pieces,  varying  in  lengths  from  9ft.  to  lift. 

The  grips  of  these  rods  are  made  of  solid  cork,  thereby  dispensing  with  the  wood  which  is  usually  left 
for  the  grip.  The  Cork  Handle  is  bored  to  receive  the  butt,  which  is  the  same  size  under  the  cork  as  above 
the  grip,  consequently  giving  greater  casting  power  than  ordinary  rods  of  the  same  length.  The  play  of  the 
Tod  being  continued  from  under  the  hand  is  an  immense  advantage.  They  are  made  by  our  own  Rodmakers, 
finished  in  the  best  manner  possible,  and  have  every  improvement.  Straight  Metal  Fittings,  Snake  Rings' 
and  made  of  selected  Greenheart. 

Price  £1 10$.  each ;  superior  finish,  £2  5s.  (2  Tops  and  Top  Case  to  each  Rod). 

lOft.  to  10ft.  Bin.  are  the  most  useful  for  Dry-Fly  Fishing. 


ALL  BOOKS  on  ANGLING  KEPT  in  STOCK. 

Price  lAst,  with  over  150  IllustrationSf  Gratis  and  Post  Free. 


C.  PABIiOW  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  191,   STBAND,  LONDON,  W.C 
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ESTATES, 


SALE  or  to  LET. 


SCOTCH,  miSH,  &  NORWEGIAN  1NGLIN6S. 

J A.  LTTMLEY,  NEWTON,  and  DOWELL 
•  of  "Lnmley  House," 

34,  St.  James's  Stkeet,  London,  S.W., 
are  iDstrnctea  t  >  Let  at  Moderate  Bents,  for— 

July— The  LTNGDAL  EIVEB.— To  SUB- 
LET at  much  less  than  cost  price  owing  to 
accident  to  lessee,  the  lower  half  (six  miles)  of 
this  charming  fly-casting.  Sooth  Norway  river, 
which  is  only  two  days' journey  from  England; 
hotel  on  beat.  Good  sport  being  obtained  just 
now. 

From  July  1st.— A  fine  fly-casting  BEAT  on 
well-known  "river  amid  beautiful  scenery ;  hotel 
accommodation. 

From  July  1.5th  to  September  ."Oth.  for  periods 
— An  exceptionally  g«od  six  mile  BEAT  (upper 
half)  on  fine  South  Norway  salmon,  grilse,  and 
sea  trout  river. 

■WThole  Season  or  per  Month. — The  uppT  six 
miles  of  a  charming  QBILSE  and  SEA  TEOCT 
HITEE,  with  lake  fishing;  commodious  and  fully 
furnished  house. 

From  August  1st  —The  KLEVELAND  BEAT 
of  the  MANDAL  BIVEE.  Terant  had  103  sal- 
mon and  gri  se  last  season,  same  period. 

From  AoPUBt  1st —The  FOSS  BEAT  on  the 
MAXDAL  RIVEE,  yielding  fine  sa'mon,  grilse, 
sea  trout,  brown  trout,  and  obar  angling,  lovely 
district,  and  bracing  air,  specially  suitable  for 
invalided  officers. 

From  August  11th —The  EEISEN  BIVEE, 
l  omprising  ample  room  for  four  or  five  rods, 
small  inn  at  mouth  of  river. 

Excellent  little  SALMON,  QEILSE,  and  SEA 
TEODT  BIVEE,  within  two  or  three  hours  of 
Borgen,  available  for  best  part  of  season.  Farm- 
bouse 

BAUMA  or  BOMSDAL  BIVEE.  —  Several 
BEATS  still  available  on  this  lovely  fly-eaatiog 
and  picturesriue  river,  from  August  1st. 

Full  details  of  above  and  other  Norwegian  and 
Scotch  and  Irish  Anglings  from  the  Messrs.  J.  A. 
LUMLEY,  Newton,  and  Dowbll,  Lumley  House, 
St,  St.  James's-street,  London  S.'W. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING 

OAN  BE  HAD  AT 

DHULOUGH  HOUSE  HOTEL, 

The  lake  being  at  the  hotel  door. 


Apply  R.  H.  McKEOWN,  Leenane  Hotel, 
Co.  Galway. 

SALMON  AND  WHITE  TROUT 
FISHING. 


•"ro  LET,  for  one  month,  the  right  of 
'  SALMON  and  'WHITE  TROUT 
FISHING  on  Lakes  and  Rivers,  well 
stocked  with  salmon  and  white  trout.— 
Apply  R.  Henrt  McKeo'wn,  Leenane 
Hotel,  Connemara. 


"^I^^O  LET,  the  NBALE  RECTORY, 
Ballinrobe,  midway  between  Loughs 
C'jrrib  and  Mask.  Suit  angling  gentle- 
man. Railway,  telegraph,  one  mile.  Post 
delivered  at  gate. 

For  information  apply  Mrs.  Ci-esham, 
Leenane,  Connemara,  Ireland. 


NOTICE. 


Wimbledon  House  Estate. 

Good  all-round  Fishing  to  be  had  at  the 
above  Lake  by  applying  to  Mr.  A. 
Standkn,  3,  Thi-  Ridgway,  Witnblodon. 

SEASON  TICKETS,  £1  Is. 

'PO  be  LET  for  a  fortnight,  in  July, 
'  FISHINti  for  One  Bod  on  more  than 
two  miles  in  the  River  Test.  Good  board 
and  lodging  within  a  few  minutes  of  the 
river;  railway  station  (L.  <t,  S.W.)  and 
posi-olfice  near.  Suitable  for  a  married 
gr'nt.leman  and  lady  without  children,  in 
one  of  th(r  healthieHt  places  in  Hants. 
Itent  for  Fishing,  -£7  lOg. ;  terras  for 
board,  itn.,  on  applicatioa.  -  Apply  to 
"  B.,"  care  of  Me«Brs.  E.  Marlborough 
and  Co.,  Old  Bailey,  London. 


J^OUGH  DEEG.  —  Furnished  HOUSE 
to  LET.  two  months  or  longer,  over- 
>  looking  Lake  :  excellent  trout,  pike,  perch, 
roach,    fishing  free ;     easy   marketing ; 
pleasure  steamers  daily ;  rail  five  miles  : 
telegrams  free  :  three  hours  from  Dublin. 
Rent  moderate. — Particulars  from  Mrs. 
Matne,    Sedborough    Lodge,  Nenagh, 
Tipperary. 

Special  Prepaid 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

TyORMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.     One  gross,  properly 
scoured,  packed  in  moss,  in  good  bag, 
carriage  paid,  for  Is.  9d. ;  2  gross  do.,  3s. 
Send  P.O.O.  to  Hardy  Bros.,  5,  South 
St.  David-street,  Edinburgh. 

ANTED,  a  small  Furnished  HOUSE 
(five  bedrooms),  with  garden,  near 
river,  good  fishing,   good   drainage  and 
water,  from  about  July  17 ,:  Shropshire. 
Wilts,  Dorset,  or  adjoining  counties  pre- 
ferred.    Trout  (coarse  fly)  preferred. — 
Cox,   59a,   Bishopsgate  -  street  Within, 
E.C. 

"IXrORMS   and   GENTLES.— SpeoiaUy 

Worms  for  trout  and  salmon,  ready  for 
immediate  use,  packed  in  moss,  Is.  per 
box;  Freshly-bred  Grentles,  Is.  per  box; 
post  free  for  Postal  Order  (Is.  and  three 
Id.  stamps).  Preserved  or  Salted  Min- 
nows, Is  3d.  per  bottle  post  free. — J.  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

FISHING,  BOATING,  &C., 

BZ.UNHAM  ]UZI,I.S. 

T\ELIGHTFULLY  situated;  water  well 
AJ  stocked  with  all  kinds  of  coarse  flsh; 
strictly  private;  season  ticket  one  guinea, 
Sundays  excepted;  two  miles  Sandy  Station 
(G.N.);  half  mile  Blunham  (L.N.W.). 

Charges  :  2/-  per  single  day  each  person,  3  days 
4/6,  6  days  7/6,  or  1  guinea  for  the  season. 

ARTHUR  CHAPMAN,  Blunham  Mills,  Sandy. 

YY/ORMS,  well  scoured  in  moss,  fresh 
daily.  —  Maidendews,  Brandlings, 
Cockspurs,  Marsh,  &c.  ;  300,  Is.  6d. ;  500, 
2s. ;  1000,  3s.    Large  Lobs,  for  salmon 
fishing,  &c..  Is.  6d.  per  100.    All  carriage 
paid.  The  Trade  supplied. — Address  T. 
Holmes,  10,  Bingley-street,  Leeds. 

TROUT  FISHING 

Ob  the  best  part  of  the  Wandle, 

To  LET  for  TWO  RODS. 

Most  strictly  preserved. 
Has  not  been  fished  this  season. — Apply 

E.  D.  FROST,  Hackbridge,  Carshalton,  Surrey. 

'T'O  ROACH  and  TROUT  FISHERS.— 
Single  Hair,  50,  28.;  100  lengths, 
3s.  6d. :  Roach  Bottoms,  4,  Is.  6d. ;  Self- 
cocking  Floats,  4,  9d. ;  Trout  Casts,  3, 
Is.  9d. — PicKEESGiLL,  33,  Rydall-street, 
Holbeck,  Leeds. 

THAMES-^  TWEED. 

BT 

George  Poorer. 

Third  Edition. 


Crown  8vo.     Cloth,  2s.  M.,  post  free. 

"  Mr.  Booper's  practical  observations  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
capture  of  fish  of  all  kinds,  of  which  he  treats,  are  very  gfood,  and, 
as  the  -writing  is  agreeable,  and  the  jokes  racy,  both  profit  and 
pleasure  are  derivable  from  it.  The  book  is  neatly  g'ot  up,  and 
well  printed."— Sjwi-f.'imn II. 

"  Mr.  Booper  is  a  salmon  fisherman  of  experience ;  he  has  a 
strong  sportsmanlike  feeling,  and  a  very  pleasant  way  of  renderin^r 
a  sketch  of  salmon-fishing'  exploits,  or  describintr  a  run  with  a 
salmon." — FiehJ. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan  s  House. 
Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


SCOTCH  SALMON  FISHIKQ 
TO  LET. 

Full  parUoulars  of  all  Salmon  Fishings  i* 
Let  in  Scotland  can  be  obtained  free  on  app 
cation  to 

J,  WATSON  LYALL  &  CO., 

^anb  Jlgcnls, 
118,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

They  publish  on  the  first  of  each  month  th«lr 
List  of  all  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  Is 
sent,  post  frae,  to  any  address  on  application. 


rpHE  SCOTTISH  EEGISTEE  of  Furnished 
-L  Housei,  Cottages,  Lodgings,  &c.,  on  all 
Free  Fishing  Lochs  and  Bivers  (2  stamps). 

The  SCOTTISH   EEGISTEB  of  Shootings 
and  Salmon  Fishings  (2  stamps).   Largest  List 
published.    WALKER,  FBASER,  &  STEELE, 
Estate  Agents,  Glasgow. 


SOUTH  DEVON. 

GUIDE  TO  THE  BIVEB  DABT.  With 

map  and  illustrations.    6d.,  by  post  7d. 

BEBBY  POMEBOY  CASTZiE :  a  Thril- 
ling Novel.  By  Edward  Montague.  Is.,  by 
post  Is.  3d. 

HISTOBZCAi;  SKETCH  OF  BEBBY 
CASTIiE.   Illustrated.   6d.,  by  post  7d. 

AZiBUM  OF  THE  BIVEB  DABT, 
TOTNES,  AND  BEBBY  CASTI.E. 

Twenty-four  charming  views  of  the  English 
Bhine  district  from  photographs.  6d.,  by 
post  7d. 

DABTUOOB  AND  ITS  SUBBOUHD- 

IKOS.  Map  and  iUustrations.  With 
article  on  Dartmoor  angling.  6d.,bypost8d. 

WESTERN  GVAJtDIAN.  PnbUshed 
Wednesdays  and  Thursdays. 

TOTNES  TIMES.  Friday  eyening  for 
Saturday. 


PcBLisHKBS :  MORTIMER  BROS.,  TOTNES. 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

moUKiTH  EXHTION. 

MB.  HENBY  COXON'S  (representative  of 
the  Fishing  Oazette  and  the  Field)  new  and 
splendidly  illustrated  work,  "  A  MODEBN 
TREATISE  ON  PBACTIOAL  OOAESE  FISH 
ANGLING:  HOW  TO  CATCH  FISH,"  has  now 
reached  its  Fourth  Edition.  No  such  practical 
book  on  Angling  was  ever  written,  and  its  con- 
tents have  been  highly  extolled  by  all  the  leading 
angling  and  other  sporting  papers  in  the  British 
Isles.   Send  for  copy. 

Price  l8.  2d.,  postage  free. 
WALTON  VILLA,  WEST  BBIDGFOBD, 
NOTTINGHAM. 


Established  1837. 
New  Books,  Old  Books,  Bare  Books. 

Also  out  of  print  publications,  Sack  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  Ac.  Every  number  of  "  Thb  Pub- 
lishers' Circular  and  Booksbllkrs'  Bbcord  " 
(published  every  Friday,  price  IJd.)  contains 
aidvertisements  respecting  "Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St.  Dunstan's 
House  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


LONGLEY'S  HOLIDAY  eUlDES 

ONE  PENNY  EACH.    ABUNDANTLY  ILLUSTRATED.    BEAUTIFULLY  PRINTED. 


THE  RHINE.  [PLACES. 
EAST  COAST  WATERING 
A  RUN  TO  DUBLIN. 
AMSTKUDAM. 
EASTKliN  CATHEDRALS. 
CIIANNHL  ISLANDS. 
MCNA'H  ISLE. 
SOUTHENn. 
THROUGH  THE  LAKES. 
DEVON  WATERING 
CORNISH  COAST.  [PLACES 
A  RUN  TO  CORK. 
EPriNO  FOREST. 
WHS'l'KliN  ISLANDS. 
MOUKNH  MOUNTAINS. 
MIDLAND  HEALTH 

[RESORTS, 
PEAK  DTSTRICT. 
UP  THK  THAMES.  ' 
WESTERN  CATU  HDRALS. 
SOMERSET  &  DORSET. 
COUNTY  DOWN. 
FOREST  OF  DEAN. 
KILLARNEY  LAKES. 


24.  ROUND  OBAN. 

25.  SOUTH-EAST  WALES. 

26.  THE  IRISH  RHINE. 

27.  THE  POTTERIES. 

28.  ORKNEYS  &  SHETLANDS, 

29.  BELFAST. 

80.  DUNDALK  BAY. 
SI.  MID- WALES.  [POOL. 
32.  SOUTHI'ORT   &  BLACK- 
sa.  A  RUN  TO  GLASGOW. 
34.  CONNEMARA  &  WEST 
[IRELAND. 

86.  INVERNESS   &  HIGH- 

[LANDS. 

.38.  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

87.  CUMliKHT>AND  COAST. 

88.  ACROSS  IRKr,AND. 

39.  ROirNI)  OLKN(*ARIFP. 

40.  ON  THE  CAMBRIAN. 

41.  FOURCHANNRL  PORTS. 

42.  ROUND  DUliLIN. 
48.  TEIONMOUTH. 
44.  SIGHTS  OK  PARIS. 
46.  BOUND  LONDON. 


46.  GIANT'S  CAUSEWAY. 

47.  NORTH  WALES. 

48.  FLYING  SCOTCHMAN. 

49.  RUN  TO  SCARIIOROUGH. 

50.  ONTHE"COLUMHA." 

51.  FAMOUS  CASTLES. 

52.  ROUND  GLASGOW. 

53.  A(;ROaS  WAI,ES. 

54.  A  TRIP  TO  NORWAY. 

55.  A  TRIP  TO  SWEDEN. 

56.  ON  THE  "CEYLON,* 

57.  ROUND  BRUSSELS. 

58.  ROUND  HARWICH. 

59.  PEMIUiOKE  CO.AST. 

60.  CORNISH  WINTER 

61.  WKVMOUTH.  (^RESORTS. 

62.  AROUND  BREflON. 

63.  SEASIDE  A.B.C. 

64.  ROUND  SUNNINGDALE. 

65.  GW1!E11T-0N-THE-BEA. 

66.  FALMOUTH. 

67.  ROUND  LULWORTH. 

68.  BOUND  PBNARTH. 


»*•  i4''-  '"^^1  post  free.  Four  copies  sent  post  free  for  five  stamps. 

F.  E.  LONGLEY,  20,  Thornfleld  Road,  London,  W. 


TUB   riBHIlfa    BA-ZBTTE,    JVNE   S3,  1900, 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontinalis, 
KainbowB,  and  Grayling. 

Applt — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

Surrey  Trout  Farm, 

CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE. 

N.B. — Established    by  the  late  Thos. 
Andrews,  of  Guildford. 


QUCCESS  m.  SEA  FISHING  can  only 
''^    be  obtained  by  using  up  tO  date 

tackle. 

HEARDER  &  SON, 
195,  TJNION-STEEET,  PLYMOUTH, 

have  stood  the  test  of  129  years,  and 
their  tackle  is  acknowledged  by  all  com- 
petent fishermen  tO  be  the  best, 

Mounted  Lines  for  all  kinds  of 
fishing.  Inventors  of  the  celebrated 
Sand  Eels,  that  eclipse  all  other 

baits,  both  natural  and  artificial. 

Improved  Horsehair  Liues  with- 
out ^ots.  Otter  and  Beam  Trawls, 
Trammels,  Courges,  &c. 

Fisherman's  Guide  (niustrated)  Qratis. 

Hl^EST  AWABDS  EVERTWHEBE. 


THEAKER, 

For  30  years  Manofactarer  of  8-plait  Lines. 
These  lines  are  made  from  pore  sUk  of  the  very 
beat  quality,  and  are  the  strongest  lines  in  the 
market.  b.  d. 

BOACH    1  6 

Basbel    1  10 

PiKB    3  0 

SALKeN   4  4 

Per  100  yards. 

Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
for  yourselves.  Dealer  in  all  kinds  of  baits. 
Best  Nottingham  Lobworms,  3/-  per  thousand ; 
SOO,  1/8.         trade  supplied. 

THEAKER,  2,  Broad  Marsh,  NOTTINGHAM. 


ESTABLISHED  1851. 

BIRKBECK  BANK, 

Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  W.O. 

drRKENT  ACCOTTNTS 

20  /  on  the  minimum  monthly  balances,  Qo  / 
/o    when  not  drawn  bolow  JBIOO.  /o 
DEPOSIT  ACCOUNTS 

21^0  /  on  Deposits,  repayable  QX"  / 
2/0        on  demand.  1 2  / « 

STOCKS   AND  SHARES 
Stocks  and  Shares  purchased  and  sold  for 
castomers. 

The  BIHKBECK  ALMANACK,  with  full  par- 
ticulars, post  free. 

FRANCIS  BATENSCEOFT,  Manager. 


SPBOUSTON,  KELSO. 


TTIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon  Flies 
at  the  Great  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for  all  parts  of 
the  vrorld.  Sets  of  dozen  or  half-doz.  of 
the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for  any  river. 
Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


FISHING  Sl  sporting  PROPERTIES, 
Houses,  Land,  and  Estates 

To  LET  &  for  SALE. 

SEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZETTE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Besnlts  of  Sales 
recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  15s. 

Chief  Offiob 
6,  ST.  BRIDE  STREET,  L0ND9N,  E.C. 


DO  NOT  REMOVE  THIS  COVFON  FROM  THE  FAFEB. 

The  Proprietors  of  the  "  FISHING!  GAZETTE  "  have  insured  every  Purchaser 
or  Holder  of  it  in 

The  General  Accident  Assurance  Corporation,  Limited, 

115  to  117,  Cannon  Street,  E.G.  (Eegistered  Office,  Perth),  to  whom  Notice  of  Claims  under  the 
following  conditions  must  be  sent  within  fourteen  days. 


£100 


"FISHING  GAZETTE" 

INSURANCE  COUPON. 


£50 


Applicable  to  PAssBKOBa  Tuains  an»  all  Watbrs  ln  ©kbat  Beitain  anb  Ikblan*. 

Ono  Hundred  Pounds  will  be  paid  by  the  above  Insurance  Company  to  the  legal  representatives 
ot  any  person  killed  by  an  accident  to  the  train  in  which  the  deceased  was  an  ordinary  paaseHgrer,  •r  wlio 
shall  have  been  fatally  injured  thereby,  should  death  result  within  three  months  after  euch  aocideot. 
Should  such  Iniury  not  prove  fatal,  then  the  person  injured  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  PERMANEiNT 
TOTAL  DISABLEMENT  {i.e..  the  loss  of  two  limbs  or  the  irrecoverable  loss  of  sight  in  both  eyes)  ONE 
HUNDRED  POTTNBS,  or  for  PERMANENT  PARTIAL  DISABIjEMENT  {i.e.,  the  loss  of  one  limb,  or  one 
eye)  FIFTY  POUNDS.  Provided  that  at  the  time  of  such  accident  the  person  so  killed  or  injured  was 
the  owner  of  this  Insurance  COCPON  for  the  Current  week,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  im 
Ink  underneath.  If  found  on  the  person  it  need  not  have  been  signed.  It  is  also  understood  that  the  facal 
amount  under  this  Coupon  shall  extend  to  accidental  death  by  drowning  whilst  angling.  Annual  sub- 
sonbers  whose  yearly  subscription  has  been  paid  in  advance,  and  who  retain  and  file  this  paper,  will  be 
held  covered  on  its  production,  although  the  coupon  is  unsigned. 

SIGNATURE.....    


THE  GENERAL  ACCIDENT  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION  LTD. 

Sstablislied  1885. 

Chief  Offices,  42,  Tat  Steeet,  Pekth,  N.B.  ;  IIS  to  117,  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
Total  Assets  over  £300,000.  E.  Norbie-Mhllbh,  aaneral  Manager 

BUR»LABT  INSUBANOE.— Policies  issued  covering  loss  by  Burglary,  Housebreaking  and 
Larceny,  a  Practically  Unresteioted  Psliot,  and  Three  Months  Non-occupancy  allowed 
without  extra  charge.  Premiums  for  Private  Besidences  from  Is.  6d.  per  cent.  Personal 
Accident  Insurance  Policy  provides  Life  Annuity,  Double  Bailway  Insurance,  with  allewaaee 
for  Bisablement  by  Smallpox,  Typhoid,  Typhus,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  or  Measles. 
Fidelity  Guarantees.  Sickness  Assurance.  Workmen's  Compensation  and  Employers' 
Liability  Assurance  at  low  rates.   Vehicle  lademaity  Assurance. 

Applications  for  Agencies  invited  ;  liberal  terms.    Prospectuses  sent  free  on  application. 


WORTH  A  GUINEA  A  BOX 


BEECHAM'S 
PILLS 

VOB  ALL 

BiliOQS  and  NerYOQS  Disord^ 

Sick  Headache, 

Constipation, 
Wind  and  Pains  in  Stomacli, 


Impaired  Digestfoq, 
Disordered  Liver, 
and  Female  Ailments. 


ANNUAL  SALE  OYER 
8IX  MILLION  BOXES. 

In  Boxes,  1/1^  and  2/9  each,  with  fill 
direotiona.  The  1/1^  box  oontaina 
56  pills. 


Prepared  onVy  hy  the  Proprietor— 

THOMAS  BEECHAM. 

ST.  HELENS,  LANCASHIBE. 


Beecham's  Tooth  Paste. 

Effloaoloua— Eoonomloal. 
GleaMses  the  Teeth— Perfames  the 
Breath. 

In  Oollapsible  Tobei,  of  all  Dmggiats,  or  from  tbt 
Proprietor,  tar  1/-,  post  paid. 


THE  NAVY  LEAGUE. 

A  gfarictly  Non-party  Organisation  to  urge  npon  the  Governmeat  and  the  Electorate 


the  paramount  importance  of  an  adeqnate  Navy  as  the  hest  guarantee  of  peace. 

Terms  of  Membership : 
One  Guinea  per  annum,  or  Ten  Guineas  for  a  life  payment 
Ladies  are  admitted  for  half  these  payments. 
Hon.  Vice-President's  Subscription,  Five  Guineas  annually 

or  £23  in  one  payment  for  life. 
Subscribers  of  less  than  £1  are  enrolled  as  Associates. 


Ftill  particulars  of  aims  and  work  of  the  League  may  be  had  on  application  to 
ttie  Secretary,  to  whom  all  cheques  should  be  made  payable. 

The  Naxry  League  Journal  is  published  monthly,  and  sent  post  free  to  all 
Members.    Extra  copies  are  supplied  at  2s.  per  annum. 

Head  Office  of  the  League :  13,  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 
Branches:  London  (3),  Bristol,  Bath,  Windsor,  Brighton,  Cambridge,  Sydenham, 
Liverpool,  Bedford,  Cape  Town,  Hong  Kong,  Malta,  Toronto,  Durban,  British 
Guiana,  Auckland,  and  Canterbury,  N.Z. 


PISHING  RODS  and  TACKLE. 

JACK  BODS. — Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  3b.  9d. ;  Hickory  do.,  2  tops,  5s.  6d.  to 
Ma.  (d.;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cane.  1.0ft.,  branze  or  Qerman  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  division  bag 
■nd  spear,  will  make  Jack  Rod,  Itft.  6in.,  12s.  (id. ;  do.,  doable  brazed.  14s.  6d.  to  21s.  6d. 

B£ELS. — Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  S^in.,  Is.  9d.;  4in.,  2b.  6d. ;  movable  check,  SJin.,  4s.; 
4in.,  5%.  ;  bronze  revolving  plat«,  check  reels,  3in.,  6s.  6d. ;  4in.,  9s.  6d. ;  Brass,  solid  backs,  3in.,  2b.  6d. 

LINES  (waterproof). — Plaited  silk,  stout,  Id.  per  yard  ;  hemp,  Jd.  per  yard.  Plaited  Flax  Lines, 
20  yards,  7d. ;  Tanned,  8d. ;  60  yards,  28.    Cable  Laid  Cord^  50  yards,  TJd. 

TBACES.  Got  or  Gimp. — Two  swivels  and  lead,  5d. ;  Twisted  Qat,  do.,  from  7d. 

SNAPS.  &c.— Byder's,  2d. ;  Pennell's,  2id. ;  Jardine's,  3d. ;  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  l^d.  each, 
li.  3d.  per  dozen. 

BAITS. — Spoon,  from  6d.  each,  very  best  quality ;  Stiver  Plaited,  from  Is. ;  Devons,  Totnes,  and 
mnnowB,  from  Sd.  each.  OUT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard ;  Best,  3  yards,  6d. ;  "  Fishing  dazette  " 
OtMamer,  8<L    Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Ptitagt  Extra  m  ail  Orderi.    All  Orders  mutt  be  aec*mpanied  by  a  remittance. 

G.  W.  HEMENS  (late  A.  BULMER),  62,  WANBSWORTH  ROAD.  S.W. 

(Corner  of  Nine  Elms  Lane.) 


'OST 


TO   FISH   IN  IRELAND. 

By  HI  REQAN. 

WITH  MAP  AND  NUMEROUS  TEXT  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Fifth  Edition  (1897).  Revised  to  date.  Crown  8vo.,  Ss.  6d. 

SAMPSON  LIW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dimstaii's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Loudon,  E.C. 


A.  W.  GAMAGE,  Ltd 

JEEOLBOMIf,  LONDON,  B.C., 

For  UP-TO-DATE  FISHING  TACKLE. 
NO  OLD  STOCK. 

RODS,  LINEsTlELsTor  PRESENT  SEASON. 

ASH  BOTrOM  RODS,  ringed  and  winch  fitted                            from  2/" 

HICKORY  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING^RODS,  two  tops  ...    from  5/" 

CANE  ROD,  with  Hickory  ljutt,  length  15ft   5/6 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  and  SPINNING  ROD,  two  tops  8/6 


Superior  Quality  EAST  INDIA  CANE  ROD,  two  tops,  ^yig' 
double  brazed,  hollow  butt.  Universal  fittings,  12ft.    ...  ti/f3 


As  above,  with  three  tops,  14ft. 

Specially  adapted  for  the 

NORFOLK  BROADS. 


20/- 


GREENKEART  FIiY  ROD,  three  joints,  two  tops,  doable  brazed, 
snake  rings.  Universal  winch  fittings,  swelled  grip,  10ft.  and  lift.  ... 
OUR  SFECIAIi  OREENHEART  FLT  ROD,  three  joints,  tvro  tops, 
double  brazed,  solid  Universal  winch  fittings,  cork  grip,  hollow  landing 
net  handle,  rubber  button,  and  spear ;  complete  in  partition  bag 
ENGLISH  SPLIT  CANE  PLT  RODS,  three  joints,  two  tops,  &e., 

hollow  landing  handle  for  tops,  10ft.,  lOJft.,  and  lift.   

THE  GAMAGE  CHALLENGE,  superior  quality,  English  made, 
SPLIT  CANE  PLY  ROD,  two  tops,  in  hollow  landing  handle, 
suction  joints,  cork  grip,  Universal  winch  fittings,  lOft.,  lO^ft., 
and  lift  


11/3 

19/6 
20/- 

31/6 


Bronze  revolving  plate  REELS,  2iii.,  2/6  ;  2iin.,  3/.. 


MAY  FLIES,  on  eyed  hooks,  straw,  cork,  and  silk  bodies,  2/6  dozen.  Special 
GUT  CASTS  for  May  Flies  (Hercules),  1/.  each. 

A  Fresh  Stock  ot  Out  Casts,  from  4d.  each.    Flies  to  Oat,  1/-  dot.  Double- 
Winged  Flies  on  Eyed  Hooks,  19  doz. 

RODS  REPAIRED  AT  LOWEST  Possible  Prices. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 

BRANCHES  —  Dablin :  73,  Grafton  Street    Aldershot:  Yictoria  Road. 


TBE   FZSMING    GAZETTE,    JUNE   S3,  3900, 


S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO., 


?.is^i:^;"!^^^l°^&s^°c?::!^''"-"   i^eididitoh.    wholesale  only. 

75fe  ^arffeit  'Jllanufaetureri  of  ^Mitiff  ^od6,  TacAte,  JtooAd,  tfe.,  in  the  Worftf. 

BBANCH  HOUSES.— PARIS :  77,  Hue  Eambuteau.    VIENNA:  M.  Otto  Noot,  111,  Hewmarkt.  Lagergasse,  2.    CANADA:  Toeokto.    MBLBOTJENE  :  Mr.  J.  D. 
Wragg-,  Cochrane-street,  Elesternwick.    'Wholesale  Agenta  in  all  the  principal  toivns  in  Europe  and  America.    Gut  Factory  :  MUECIA,  SPAIN. 

GOLD  MEDALS  AND?  HIGHEST  AWARDS  AT  SEVENTEEN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS. 


The  Patent 

"FLOATING"  BAIT  KETTLE. 


"  HERCULES"  Patent  Rust-proof  Wire  Gimp  for 

PIKE  AND  SEA  FISHING. 


''PATENT"  Ring  Mounted 

SPIRAL  &  DEVON  BAITS. 


FOR  SALMON,  GRILSE,  TROUT,  AND  GRAYLING 

THE  "HERCULES"  GUT  CASTS 

ARE  THE  STRONGEST  AND  BEST.  THEY  WILL  LAST  AT  LEAST  THREE  TIMES 

LONGER  THAN  ANY  OTHER. 

We  claim  that  by  Steeping  the  Gut  in  our  Special  Frejmration  the  pliability/ 
a/nd  softness  is  so  greatly  increased  that  the  subsequent  process  of  knotting  it 
l/nto  Casts  does  not  injure  it  in  the  least. 

It  not  only  gives  to  the  Gut  flexibility  and  greater  strength,  but  also  durability^ 
as  the  Prepa/ration  protects  it  from  the  action  of  air  and  light. 


THE  NSW  Al  PHANTOM.  (For  Trent  aad  Salmon.) 
This  Phantom  is  designed  by  one  of  the  best  fishermen  in  Finnish 
waters,  who  last  season  killed  a  number  of  very  big  salmon  in  both 
Finnish  and  Norwegian  rivers  with  it.  It  is  mounted  with  treble 
hooks  which  have  long  eyes  and  spring  shanks,  so  that  they  can  be 
easily  changed  by  the  fisherman  to  suit  any  kind  of  water,  and  in  case 
of  a  breakage  a  new  hook  can  be  replaced  in  a  second  or  two.  The 
swivel  passes  ri|;ht  through  the  head  and  is  continued  right  down  to 
the  tail  hook  vnth  a  piece  of  wire. 


S.Allcock  &  C'ifr  Patent 


-MOUNTED 


EVON. 


Allcock'B  Sea  Rods.     Spinning  Rods.     The  Standard 
Spinner.    Rust-proof  Wire  Spinning  Traces. 
The  "Magic"  Spinner.     F.G.  Floats  and  Leads. 


THE  OSFBEY  PATENT  DZSGOBGES. 

This  Disgorger  is  one  of  the  small  folding  type  with  inches  marked 
along  its  side.  It  is  so  light  and  compact  that  it  can  be  carried  in 
the  waistcoat  pocket,  and  will  be  found  by  both  trout  and  ooara© 
fishermen  one  of  the  most  useful  implements  of  a  day's  fishing.; 


PATENT  KING-MOUNTED  SPIBAI.  MINNOW. 

Patent  New  Mountings. 

Tanned  Flax  Lines.  Silk  Lines,  Twisted  or  Plaited. 
Hemp  Lines. 
Kirby's  Patent  Sea  Paternoster. 


THE  STANDAKD  PATENT  BAIT  KETTI.E. 

Can  be  floated  or  sunk  to  any  depth  at  will  by  merely  unscrewing  a  valve.    This  kettle  has  an  air  chamber  round  the  inner  or  perforated      J^^'^^f . ^J'f " 
i"ts  Witt  the  top  level  with  the  stream.   When  the  valve  is  Unscrewed  knd  a  little  water  is  allowed  to  enter,  it  wi  1  sink  beneath  .tl^*  " '*  ^.^^^^^^^^^ 

Km  you  only  have  to  allow  the  air  chamber  to  become  fnU  of  water  to  do  so.  This  invention  wUl  be  found  very  useful  to  all  who  fish  m  ^«^P 

taita  to  4  Bimk  in  the  mud  at  the  bottom.    In  shaUow  waters  where  the  bottom  is  clear  and  clean,  the  kettle  can  be  sunk  to  the  bottom,  allovnng  a  perfect  flow  of  water  through  it. 


The  "Hercules"  Casts  are  numbered  as  under 


No.  3490.  Pine,  Medium,  and  Strong. 
„    3401.  Strongest  for  Lake  Fishing. 
„    3492.  Extra  Fine,  undrawn. 
I.    34©3.  X,  XX,  XXX  Fine. 


No.  3494.  Light  Salmon. 
„   3495.  Strong  Salmon.! 
„    34%.  Extra  Strong  Salmon. 
„    3497.  Extra  Extra  Strong  Salmon. 


No.  3498.  May  Fly  Casts,  tapered  strong^to 
3x  Fine. 

3499.  Tapered  Undrawn  Trout  Caflte, 
medium  to  2x  Fine. 


All  the  above  are  made  from  the  very  best  selected  Spanish  Gut,  and  each  cast  carefully  tested. 
3490  are  Strong  Trout;  the  Medium  and  Strong  for  Lake  Fishing. 
CAUTION.-None  are  genuine  unless  labelled  "  Hercules,"  and  our  Trade  Mark  on  Label. 

THE    "HBUCXJLBS"    G-XJT  CA.STS. 

THE  ABOVE   CAN   BE  HAD  FROM   ANY  GOOD   TACKLE  DEALER. 


TBADE  MAKK. 


and 


PubliHhed  for  the  ProprieUrs,  Samp.en  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  by  Horace  Cox,  Wiud.or  House,  Bream's  Buildings,  London,  E.C.-Saturday,  June  23. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS-URBANA 

Q  639  05FIH  C001  v  40  JA'JE(1900 
Fishing  gazette  devoted  to  angling  riv 


3  0112  089607953 


